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Claiming that “most political
parties supported” the

“One Nation, One Election”
proposal, the Government on
Wednesday said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
constitute a committee for giv-
ing “time-bound” suggestions
on the issue.

“We had invited 40 politi-
cal parties, out of which pres-
idents of 21 parties participat-
ed and 3 other parties sent their
opinion on the subjects in
writing. Most parties gave their
support to One Nation, One
Election,” Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh told mediaper-
sons after the meeting.

Interestingly, Rajnath said,
“The CPI(M) and the CPI had
a difference of opinion but
they didn’t oppose the idea, just
the implementation of it.”

However, CPI(M) general
secretary Sitaram Yechury reit-
erated his party’s categorical
opposition to the move terming
it fundamentally anti-federal
and anti-democratic and thus
against the Constitution. He
dubbed the Government’s
move as “not practical” and an
“artificial move” that would
tamper with the constitution-
al scheme of accountability of
the Government to the legisla-
ture. Yechury and CPI’s D Raja,
however, attended the meeting
convened to push for Modi’s
pet proposal.

The Congress, the TMC,
the BSP, the SP, the DMK and
the TDP were among the par-

ties from the Opposition camp
who gave the meeting a miss,
but National Conference’s
Farooq Abdullah, PDP leader
Mehbooba Mufti and NCP
chief Sharad Pawar attended it.
The AAP deputed Raghav
Chadha for the meeting even as
it demanded a vision document
on the matter.

The Shiv Sena skipped the
meeting owing to its founda-
tion day celebrations but BJP’s
other allies JD(U) and the
SAD were represented by
Nitish Kumar and Sukhbir
Singh Badal respectively.
Odisha Chief Minister and

BJD leader Naveen Patnaik
and NPP leader Conard
Sangma too attended the meet-
ing. The TRS was represented
by its working president KT
Rama Rao. BJP’s new working
president JP Nadda represent-
ed the party in the meeting.

BSP chief Mayawati tweet-
ed saying she would have
attended the meeting if it was
on electronic voting machines
(EVMs). “One Nation, One
Election” is not an issue before
the country, she said, adding
“elections through ballot papers
are actually the national issue
and our party will continue its

struggle for it.”
SP leader Akhilesh Yadav

said several parties would not
agree to the PM’s proposal.
“They should focus on the
promises they have made to
people, we hope they will work
more on fulfilling those
promises,” Akhilesh tweeted.
The SP is not opposed to the
idea though.

The TMC has demanded a
white paper on the issue and
cautioned against rushing to
the subject without giving ade-
quate thought to it.

The PM later tweeted,
“Had a great meeting with

presidents of various political
parties. Multiple issues of
national importance were dis-
cussed. I thank the various
leaders for their informed sug-
gestions.”

Modi had invited the heads
of all political parties which
have at least one member either
in the Lok Sabha or the Rajya
Sabha for the meeting to dis-
cuss several issues, including
the “One Nation, One Election”
idea, celebration of 75 years of
Independence in 2022 and the
150th birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi this year.

Continued on Page 7
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The Economic Advisory
Council to the Prime

Minister (EAC-PM) on
Wednesday rejected the claims
of former Chief Economic
Adviser Arvind Subramanian
regarding over-estimation of
GDP growth after 2011, saying
his analysis ignores data on ser-
vices and agriculture and shows
blind trust in private firm
Centre for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE).

In a paper released by
EAC-PM, India’s GDP estima-
tion methodology stands at
par with its global standing as
a major and responsible econ-
omy. Primary contributors of
the paper are economists Bibek
Debroy, Rathin Roy, Surjit
Bhalla, Charan Singh, Arvind
Virmani.

Last week, the advisory
body had said it would issue a
point-to-point rebuttal of the
Subramanian’s research paper.

In a research paper,
Subramanian, who stepped
down last year, said India’s

economic growth rate has been
overestimated by around 2.5
percentage points between
2011-12 and 2016-17 due to a
change in methodology for
calculating GDP.

Subramanian’s paper titled
“India’s GDP Mis-estimation:
Likelihood, Magnitudes,
Mechanisms, and Implications”,
published at Harvard
University, also comes at a
time when concerns have been
raised in various quarters about
the official economic growth
numbers.

Subramanian was the CEA
in the Finance Ministry for
nearly four years from October
2014.

Observing that Chief
Economic Adviser (CEA)
Subramanian seems to have
made a “hurried attempt to
draw conclusions” about India’s

complex economy and its evo-
lution, the paper said he has
used 17 high frequency indi-
cators, but ignores the repre-
sentation of “services sector (60
per cent in GDP) and agricul-
ture sector” (18 per cent of
GDP) in the analysis.

The paper notes that
Subramanian used 17 indica-
tors to express his skepticism
about the growth rates after
2011-12. Majority of the 17
indicators have been taken
directly from the CMIE, a pri-
vate agency that is not a pri-
mary source of information but
collects it from different
sources, it said.

“For anyone who reads Dr
Subramanian’s paper, it is evi-
dent that he trusts CMIE but
distrusts CSO (Central
Statistics Office)... This blind
trust in a private agency
(CMIE) and blind distrust in a
Government institution that
has served India (CSO) appears
unwarranted for a neutral aca-
demic,” it said.

The paper further said the
former CEA has overlooked
the tax data.

The EAC-PM paper said
Subramanian chooses to over-
look tax data arguing that “we
do not use tax indicators
because of the major changes in
direct and indirect taxes in the
post-2011 period which render
the tax-to-GDP relationship
different and unstable, and
hence make the indicators
unreliable proxies for GDP
growth”.

Continued on Page 7
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NDA nominee Om Birla
was on Wednesday elect-

ed Speaker of the Lok Sabha.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the Opposition assured
him of their wholehearted sup-
port in the smooth conduct of
proceedings in the House and
he himself resolved to be even-
handed in his treatment to all
the parties irrespective of their
numerical strength. 

Elected unanimously, Birla
received fulsome praise from
the Prime Minister who men-
tioned his social work in Kota,
humanitarian initiatives in
2011 Gujarat earthquake and
2013 floods in Uttarakhand.
Modi expressed confidence
that the new Speaker with his
gentle smile would conduct the
House in a just manner and be
tough even with the Treasury
Benches. 

Birla was declared elected
by pro-tem Speaker Virendra
Kumar.

The two-time MP from
Rajasthan’s Kota-Bundi Lok
Sabha constituency, Birla, a
surprise pick by the PM, was
led to the presiding officer’s
chair by Modi. 

Continued on Page 4
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Indian batsman Shikhar
Dhawan was on Wednesday

ruled out of the ongoing World
Cup matches and was replaced
by young wicketkeeper-bats-
man Rishabh Pant, after failing
to make enough recovery in a
fresh assessment of his thumb
fracture.

Dhawan, 33, picked up the
injury on his left thumb during
the June 9 clash against
Australia and was initially ruled
out of three games — against
Pakistan (June 16), Afghanistan
(June 22) and the West Indies
(June 27).

“Shikhar Dhawan has frac-
tured the base of the
metacarpal (bone) of his left
hand. His hand will remain in
cast till mid July which rules
him out of the ICC 2019 World
Cup,” team’s administrative
manager Sunil Subramanium
told mediapersons.

Rishabh Pant Pant comes
in with an accumulated ODI
experience of five matches but
is considered a trump card
owing to his fearless cricketing
approach.
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Ozone pollution has esca-
lated in Delhi’s air as per

the findings of Centre for
Science and Environment
(CSE). 

Ozone, the deadly gas, has
emerged as a dominant pollu-
tant along with the Particulate
Matter (PM) on at least 28 days
during the summer this year as
compared to only 17 days in
2018 summer, which is much
higher than the standards. 

Significantly, levels of
ozone gas have been measured
on a higher side in National
Capital Region (NCR).

The analysis has found
that among all NCR towns,
Faridabad is on top with 80 per
cent of days when ozone was
exceeding the standards, fol-
lowed by Ghaziabad with 67
per cent and Gurugram with 21
per cent days.

Interestingly, Noida shows
much less impact with only 1
per cent of the days exceeding
the standards. 

Revealing the research
findings, CSE in its report
highlighted the places where
ozone was measured high.
Marking areas like Siri Fort,

Najafgarh, and some areas of
NCR — Faridabad, Ghaziabad.
CSE mentioned that levels of
ozone in these areas have
crossed the permissible limit to
very high. “The NCR region
experienced the biggest spikes,”
said CSE. 

Ozone is not directly emit-
ted from any source, but is
formed from reaction between
gases in the air under the
influence of sunlight and high
temperature. “Controlling
emissions from vehicles and
industry is the solution,” said
CSE. 

The analysis concluded
this summer, when the Capital
witnessed searing tempera-
tures; average ozone levels
exceeded the prescribed stan-
dard on 16 per cent of the days
overall.

CSE Executive director
(research and advocacy)
Anumita Roychowdhury said
this is a matter of serious con-
cern as ozone is a highly reac-
tive gas and can have immedi-
ate adverse effect on those suf-
fering from asthma and respi-
ratory conditions.

Continued on Page 7
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Shoo them or scare them but
there’s no escaping from the

creepy crawly lizards. If at
times you wonder how despite
your best efforts lizards man-
age to enter into your well-for-
tified house then you must
know that these reptiles are
smart enough to adapt to new
and ever-changing urban sur-
roundings by learning the
tricks necessary to survive. 

This is what has been dis-
covered by the researchers after
they studied the “survival of the
fittest” motto mechanism
adopted by lizards, which are
closely related to snakes. They
found that lizards in the city’s
suburbs were street-smart, and

learn faster than their rural
brethren, to stay safe. The
study has been published in the
recent edition of international
journal Biology Letters.

The study demonstrates
for the first time that suburban
lizards have faster learning and
reversal learning skills for a key
survival-related behaviour,
finding safety in unpredictable
environments.

Anuradha Batabyal and
Maria Thaker, both from
Indian Institute of Science,
probed the learning abilities of
the Indian rock agama after
capturing a few male species
from rural and suburban parts
of Bengaluru and placed them
in an enclosure with a perch in
the middle and two identical
refuge spots. 

Continued on Page 7
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With experts holding litchi
responsible for aggravat-

ing encephalitis deaths in
Muzaffarpur, the summer fruit,
mainly produced in this Bihar’s
district, is facing the heat as its
industry is estimated to have
suffered losses of around �80-
100 crore.

Price of shahi litchi has
gone down by 50 per cent, cur-
rently selling around��70 a
kilogram in the retail market.
Several consignments of litchi
juice are lying at the ports of
US, Australia, United Arab
Emirates (UAE), New Zealand
and United Kingdom. In fact,
people are scared of consum-
ing even packed litchi juice
available in the market. 

Industry experts believe
that thankfully the epidemic
has struck at the fag end of the
litchi season leading to lesser
losses for them.

And as death toll has

increased due to the Acute
Encephalitis syndrome (AES)
epidemic, the Bihar
Government has advised par-
ents against giving the fruit to
their children on empty stom-
ach even as Odisha has ordered
litchi’s lab tests. The Rajasthan
Government on its part has

directed officials to remain
alert in the State.

Experts believed that litchi
contains a toxin which can
cause a drop in blood sugar lev-
els if consumed by a malnour-
ished child, leading to death.

According to the
Agriculture Ministry, 250,000-

3,00,000 metric tonne of litchi
were produced on 32,000
hectare in Bihar in 2018. The
Ministry has projected 7,10,000
MT production of litchi in its
first advance estimate, released
last month.

India is the second largest
producer of litchi in the world
after China. Bacha Prasad

Singh, president of Litchi
Growers Association of Bihar,
told The Pioneer that litchi
growers have witnessed near-
ly 50-60 per cent decline in sale
of litchi in the past one week
after it was reported that AES
has some connection with this
sweet and juicy summer fruit.

Continued on Page 7
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday agreed to hear

a plea seeking a direction to
the Centre to urgently consti-
tute a team of medical experts
for the treatment of the chil-
dren in Bihar’s Muzaffarpur,
who are suffering from sus-
pected Acute Encephalitis

Syndrome (AES), which has
killed 113 children so far on
Wednesday.

The plea also sought a
direction to the Union
Government for providing all
necessary medical equipment
and other supports for the
effective treatment of the chil-
dren suffering from the epi-
demic disease.
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At least 15 people lost their
lives and 36 others sustained

injuries in two separate accidents
in Uttar Pradesh, police said on
Wednesday.

While eight persons were
killed and 11 injured when their
vehicle collided with a mini-
goods carrier on Moradabad-
Agra national highway in
Sambhal, seven people were
killed and 25 injured when a bus
collided with a truck in Fatehpur
on Wednesday morning.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath expressed grief over
the loss of lives in the road acci-
dents and conveyed his condo-
lence to the members of the
bereaved families. 

He also directed officials to
ensure adequate treatment to the
injured persons, according to a
statement issued by the govern-
ment.

In the first incident,
Superintendent of Police in
Sambhal, Yamuna Prasad, said
the accident took place late
Tuesday night near Lehrawan vil-
lage when the victims were
returning home after attending a

wedding ceremony.
The injured were hospi-

talised and the bodies were sent
for post-mortem, the SP said. 

The deceased were identified
as Dinesh (38), Hotilal (60),
Brijesh (10), Ramveer (45), Hari
Shankar (60) (all natives of Bahjoi
in Sambhal), Ram Kumar of
Budaun, Pawan (9) hailing from
Rampur and Sher Singh (25). 

Among those critically
injured were Panshu, Aman, Jai
Prakash, Kusumveer, Ajai, Rinku,
Chandrapal, Prince, Somesh and
Mukesh.

In the Fatehpur incident,
Additional Superintendent of
Police Pooja Yadav said the acci-
dent took place at the Bilari-
Kaunh turn under Chaandpur
police station area. 

“In the collision between a
private bus and a truck, at least
seven persons lost their lives,
while 25 others sustained injuries.
The injured have been hospi-
talised for treatment,” Yadav said,
adding that the identity of the vic-
tims was being ascertained. 

Police officials fear that the
toll may go up. The bus was going
from Fatehpur to Jahanabad
when it met with accident.
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Lucknow (PNS); Issuing a stern warning, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that delay in clearing arrears of sugarcane farm-
ers would not be tolerated as his government was committed to
clearing cane arrears at the earliest. Reviewing the work of Sugar
Industry and Cane Development department here on Wednesday,
Yogi asked the officials to ensure that sugar mill owners made full
payments to the cane farmers by August.

Yogi said that �68,828 crore had been paid to cane farmers in
the last two years and the officials should ensure that all cane arrears
were cleared by August. “The farmers should get their slips on time.
The sugarcane surveys should be done in a better way so that the
department can provide slips to sugarcane farmers within stipu-
lated time,” he said. “In order to provide financial support to farm-
ers, the government has set up a separate fund which will be used
for the welfare of sugarcane farmers. This fund can be used for con-
struction of toilets, rest rooms and for providing drinking water
facilities,” he said. Yogi said the closed sugar mills of Majhola and
Rasda Sahakari Mill should be reopened soon.  “The tender process
to reopen these two mills has already begun. Orders should be issued
to speed up work of Dhuripar sugar mill,” he said, and directed the
officials to ensure that the capacities of sugar mills were increased
to 5000 TDC from the present 700 TDC and 1200 TDC.
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Bahujan Samaj Party supre-
mo Mayawati on

Wednesday criticised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s ‘one
nation, one election’ idea, say-
ing it was an attempt of the
Bharatiya Janata Party to divert
attention from issues that con-
cerned people. She said hold-
ing simultaneous national and
state elections “appears to be an
undemocratic and unconstitu-
tional” idea for a vast country
like India.

The BSP chief said that
elections in any democracy
could never be a problem nor
elections should be weighed
from the point of view of
expenditure and extravagance.

Mayawati said she was not
attending the all-party meeting
convened by the Prime
Minister to discuss this issue,
adding that she would have
attended the meeting had it
been convened to discuss elec-
tronic voting machines
(EVMs).

“‘One nation, one election’
is not an issue before the coun-
try. Elections through ballot
papers are actually the nation-
al issue and our party will con-
tinue its struggle for it,” she said.

Mayawati’s comments came

on the day an all-party meeting
was convened by Modi to dis-
cuss several issues, including
the idea of ‘one nation, one elec-
tion’, celebration of 150 years of
Mahatma Gandhi’s birth
anniversary this year and 75
years of Independence in 2022.

In a series of tweets,
Mayawati, who returned to
Lucknow after a long time on
Tuesday evening, said, “The
country’s Constitution is under
threat because of the govern-
ment’s adamant attitude on
continuing elections with
EVMs instead of ballot papers.
People have lost faith in EVMs.
If the meeting was to discuss
trust deficit on EVMs, then cer-
tainly, I would have attended it.”

“Elections can never be an
issue in a democratic country
and it will be inappropriate to
say that polls put a financial
burden on the state exche-
quer. Talks about one nation,
one election are just a diver-
sionary tactic from the public
issues like poverty, inflation,
unemployment, violence and
other important national
issues,’’ she added. 

The BSP chief also wished
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi on his 50th birthday
and wished for his long and
healthy life.

In August last year, the Law
Commission had recommend-
ed holding simultaneous elec-
tions to the Lok Sabha and state
assemblies to save public
money. 

In its draft recommenda-
tions, the Law Commission
said simultaneous polls, with
the exception of Jammu and
Kashmir, would help the gov-
ernment of the day focus on
“developmental activities rather
than electioneering”. 

It, however, cautioned that
holding simultaneous elections
was not possible within the
existing framework of the
Constitution.

After Modi addressed a
NITI Aayog meeting last week,
an official release said, “The
Prime Minister called for wide-
spread debate and consulta-
tions on simultaneous elec-
tions for Lok Sabha and Vidhan
Sabhas, keeping in view various
aspects such as the resulting
financial savings and conse-
quent better utilisation of
resources.” 

The NITI Aayog had last
year suggested synchronised
two-phase Lok Sabha and
Assembly polls from 2024 to
ensure minimum campaign-
mode disruption to gover-
nance.  
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Congress leaders and work-
ers in Uttar Pradesh cele-

brated the 49th birthday of
party president Rahul Gandhi
in a simple manner by planti-
ng saplings and distributing
laddoos.

“No cake was cut and the
celebrations were of low-key in
view of the death of over 100
children due to Acute
Encephalitis Syndrome (AES)
in Bihar,” said UP Congress
Committee spokesman
Virendra Singh. 

The Congress leaders were
also not in upbeat mood due to
recent drubbing the party
received in the parliamentary
elections.

Singh said in presence of
party MLA Aradhana Mishra
‘Mona’,  former minister
Naseemuddin Siddiqui, Vinod
Mishra, RP Singh, Siddharth
Priya Srivastava, Virendra
Madan, Pramod Singh,
Amarnath Agarwal, the party

workers planted saplings on
the UPCC campus, distrib-
uted sweets and prayed for the
long life of the party president. 

Singh further said that
the leaders of the Sewa Dal
also planted 49 saplings in
various parks of the city to cel-
ebrate Rahul Gandhi’s birth-
day. 

He said the Youth
Congress leaders visited hos-
pitals and distributed fruits
among the patients. 

Meanwhile, sources con-
firmed that Rahul Gandhi
was likely to visit Amethi,
from where he lost to Smriti
Irani in the Lok Sabha elec-
tion. 

Rahul will visit Amethi on
Saturday, the day Smriti Irani
will also pay a visit to her par-
liamentary constituency to
thank voters for supporting
her. Rahul is likely to meet
party workers and leaders and
also thank those who voted
for him in the Lok Sabha
poll.
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If you want to check armed
conflicts in villages, resolve
land disputes at the earliest. 
This is the mantra which

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
has given to lekhpals while ask-
ing them to dispose of land dis-
putes at the earliest as they are
the main reason for crime in
villages.

“Land disputes are the
major flash points of crimes in
villages. This is no secret,
everyone knows that people
even kill their relatives for a
small piece of land. Timely dis-
posal of land-related disputes
can prevent crimes. Delay in
solving dispute, particularly of
property, within the family or
outside leads to major con-
frontation. Sometimes, it cre-
ates law and order problem,”
Yogi said at a function here on
Wednesday.

He also distributed laptops
to lekhpals on this occasion.

“The lekhpals are an
important link in implementa-
tion of government schemes.
They should have all the facts
and figures of their area and
should keep the seniors in the
loop in case of any develop-
ment,” Yogi said.

Claiming that distribution
of laptops would expedite the
functioning of lekhpals and
speed up their work, the Chief
Minister said that now the
lekhpals would not have to wait

to reach their offices to make
a report to send it to the district
authorities as they would be
able to work efficiently from
the field.

The Chief Minister said
that when applying for income,
caste and domicile certificates
had been made on-line, the
responsibilities of lekhpals had
increased and laptops would
help them in their work.

The Chief Minister also
claimed that 25 to 30 per cent
of the names in the voter lists
were fake and this should be

rectified soon. “Efforts should
be made to remove the fake vot-
ers from the electoral rolls and
lekhpals can be a big help in
this. It has been brought to my
knowledge that around 25-30
per cent names in electoral
rolls are fake. Thus, the genuine
voters are deprived of exercis-
ing their right of vote and
lekhpals should rectify this
fault. In democracy, the genuine
voters should get an opportu-
nity to cast their votes,” he said.

Earlier, the UP govern-
ment had distributed smart-

phones to lekhpals and now
they have been given laptops. 

“Smartphones and laptops
will surely improve their effi-
ciency,” Yogi said.

The Chief Minister gave
away 21 laptops at the symbol-
ic function to the lekhpals of
Lucknow district at the func-
tion held here on Wednesday.
The programme was earlier
scheduled to be held on
Tuesday but was postponed for
Wednesday due to the sudden
visit of the Chief Minister to
New Delhi.
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Asking officials to take stern
action against bootleggers,

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
said that properties of such
people who play with lives of
innocent people should be
seized and they should be sent
to jail under National Security
Act (NSA).

“Illicit liquor trade has
taken several precious lives.
What happened in Barabanki
is unfortunate and there should
be no recurrence of such inci-
dent,” Yogi said while address-
ing officials of the Excise
department during a review
meeting held here on
Wednesday.

The Chief Minister direct-
ed the officials to make an in-
depth case study of the
Barabanki incident to find out
who was responsible for adul-
teration of alcohol and for
how long they had been doing
so, and whether there was any
political interference or protec-
tion was being given to these
people.

“The officials should try to
find out the cause of this inci-
dent — whether it was done
because of love of lucre or
whether there was a conspira-
cy to defame the government
and create chaos,” he said.

The Barabanki incident
stands out among such
tragedies because spurious
liquor was sold from govern-

ment-licensed shop. The gov-
ernment is of the view that
some influential people are
behind this racket.

The Chief Minister direct-
ed the officials to launch a
crackdown in collaboration
with local administration and
police on those who have
ruined the lives of the people
of Barabanki. If necessary, he
said, the properties of those
dealing in spurious liquor be
seized and they be sent to jail
under the NSA.

Yogi also asked the district
officials to make local police
accountable for illicit brewing
of liquor in their area. “The
local police stations are respon-
sible for checking every liquor
shop. They should know what
is being sold from the shop and
whether it is genuine of illicit
liquor,” he said.  

The Chief Minister also
advocated use of technology as
it could play an effective role in
preventing adulteration of
liquor. He directed the excise
officials to install POS
machines at liquor shops as this
would help in checking sale of
illicit liquor through licensed
shops.

Yogi asked the officials to
ensure that there were no
liquor shops at public places.
He asked the Excise depart-
ment to see that the liquor
shops were at the fixed distance
set in the guidelines before issu-
ing the licence.
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Even as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi held a

meeting with presidents of all
political parties on Wednesday
to evolve a consensus on ‘one
nation, one poll’, Uttar Pradesh
is the first state in the country
to have endorsed the idea of
simultaneous polls a year ago
in June 2018.

UP Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath had set up an elec-
toral reforms committee head-
ed by Health Minister Sidharth
Nath Singh in 2018 and it
endorsed the demand for simul-
taneous polls to Lok Sabha and
state assemblies. The practice
was prevalent till 1967. 

The committee also includ-
ed former Chief Information
Commissioner Vijay Sharma,
former Chief Electoral Officer
of UP, Anuj Bishnoi, and for-
mer Vice-Chancellor of Ram
Manohar Lohia Law University,
Prof Balraj Chauhan.

This committee recom-
mended the cutoff date of
December 2022, implying that
the elections of state assem-
blies with term ending in 2022
be held along with the Lok
Sabha polls of 2024. The com-
mittee also recommended that

the term of state assemblies
which end before December
31, 2021, could be curtailed
and their polls could be held
with the Lok Sabha elections
in 2019.

The report, presented to
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
in June 2018, sought to de-link
local body polls from Lok
Sabha and state assembly polls.
It said only around 2029 would
the system be ready to include
local body polls in the ‘one
nation, one poll’ system. 

Yogi Adityanath later sent
the report to the Centre with
the comment that “the concept
of simultaneous polls would be
in the larger public interest”.

Thus, UP is the first state
to give the go-ahead to simul-
taneous polls that has found
favour with President Ram
Nath Kovind and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi but
has drawn mixed views from
the opposition. 

A 2015 report by
Parliament’s Standing
Committee had suggested
holding simultaneous elections
to save public money. It had put
the cost of holding elections for
Lok Sabha and state assemblies
separately at a staggering
�4,500 crore. The committee
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Bt it known to all that my High

School ICSE Board Year 2017 Unique
ID-6588862 Roll No. 1173568/037 Mark
Sheet and Pass Certificate have been
actually lost. Mantasha Hasan D/o
Shahid Hasan (Father), Shaheen Hasan
(Mother) R/o MIG-B15, Sector-C,
Aliganj, Lucknow.

������
I Raya Krashna, Aged about 52 years,
S/o "Sattan Lal R/o C/o PC Verma,
14/257, Sector 14, Vikas Nagar
Lucknow. My actual name is "Raya
Krashna" but according to my son high
school certificate is written "Raya
Krishna. "That in other documents my
name is written as "Raya Krashan. That
"Raya Krashna" and "Rai Krishna" and
my son Actual Name is Samar
Rajwanshi and Animesh Rajwanshi but
according to high school certificate is
wrongly written Samar Rajvanshi and
Animesh Rajvanshi Both are the name
of same person.
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suggested linking voters’ names
with Aadhaar to eliminate
duplication.

After the Lok Sabha elec-
tions this year, assembly elec-
tions are due in four states dur-
ing the 2019-20 fiscal. The states
are Haryana, Maharashtra,
Jharkhand and Delhi.

The Election Commission
has already said it would be in
a position to conduct simulta-
neous polls. In April, the Law
Commission had also agreed
on the need for a constitution-
al amendment for conducting
simultaneous polls and had
decided to build a larger con-
sensus by seeking opinion of all
stakeholders, including various
political parties, on the issue.

“Elections have their own
dynamics and impact on the
environment... Electioneering
takes away time from the nor-
mal requirements of gover-
nance. It is also natural that var-
ious situations would get
viewed through the prism of
doing well in the elections,
which may not always coincide
with the larger and long-term
objective of good governance,”
said the report.

“With frequent elections to
different bodies, the voter also
has a tendency to develop a cer-
tain amount of apathy towards
the electoral process. The com-
mittee, having carried out analy-
sis as above, felt that there is a
convincing case for the country
to get out of the continual elec-
tion mode that it has got into.
We need to strike a fair balance
between the time, energy and
effort we spend on the conduct
of elections with the needs of
providing good governance,”
the report further said.
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Efforts have been initiated to
convert and upgrade

Alambagh market like
Hazratganj market. District
Magistrate Kaushal Raj Sharma
and mayor Sanyukta Bhatia
met Alambagh traders at a
programme organised at a city
hotel. They were apprised
about the problems which
traders were facing to which
the District Magistrate gave
directions in that regard.

The traders shared their
problems at Alambagh market
and also submitted a 17-point
memorandum to the DM.
President of the Alambagh
traders Prashant Bhatia said
that it was a street bazaar and
had the maximum of sarafa
traders in the market. He point-
ed out that they were facing a
lot of problems in keeping
with the fact that frequent dig-
ging had been carried out
because of the underground

cabling due to the construction
of the Metro. 

“If this had been carried
out in a more systematic man-

ner and regular monitoring
had been done they would not
have faced so much of prob-
lems,” said Prashant Bhatia

while speaking on the occasion.
Putting forth the demands of
traders, Bhatia said that the
bazaar should be made a smart

bazaar and Awadh crossing
should be made smart crossing.

“This area should be made
a no vending zone and vending
areas should be allotted soon as
per the applications which
have been received by the
Nagar Nigam” he said. Bhatia
said that there was a need of
three parking areas in the mar-
ket looking into the require-
ment of traders and a multi-
level parking should be con-
structed in an area of 8000
square feet. Bhatia pointed out
that being a place of jewellers
there were many from the high
clientele who were visiting the
market but there were no pub-
lic toilets. “There should be at
least five public toilets with 2
pink ones for women.”

He said there should be
closed circuit cameras for sur-
veillance for the purpose of
security and the number of
traffic policemen should be
increased at the Awadh cross-
ing.
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It was a pleasant weather on
Wednesday as it drizzled

round the day bringing relief
and skies remained cloudy.

The maximum tempera-
ture fell by six degrees with the
city recording a temperature of
32 degrees Celsius. The city
received 7.4mm rains. 

Director, Met Office, JP
Gupta said that the skies would
remain clear on Thursday. He
said that the rains had occurred
because of the presence of a low
pressure area above the eastern

part of Uttar Pradesh. The
local forecast for Lucknow is
that maximum and minimum
temperature will be around 38
degree Celsius and 29 degree
Celsius respectively. He said
that heat wave conditions were
unlikely to prevail.

The state forecast is that
rain and thunderstorm is like-
ly at isolated places over east-
ern Uttar Pradesh and the
weather is most likely to be dry
over western part of Uttar
Pradesh.

For denizens, the rains
were a big relief after scorching

spell combined with high
humidity. The morning walk-
ers were seen enjoying them-
selves and for a change one
could see a number of coloured
umbrellas on the roads. With
the maximum temperatures
being above 40 degrees for the
past several days, the denizens
heaved a sigh of relief and
nobody complained about get-
ting wet as the rains occurred
both in the afternoon and
evening. The temperatures
decreased across the state with
Etawah recording a maximum
of 41 degree Celsius.
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The consumer-service provider rela-
tionship between Lucknow Metro

Rail Corporation (LMRC) and
Lucknowites is strengthening with each
passing day. This is the reason why the
souvenir items that are being sold at
Metro stations have become a rage
among the commuters. These products
are available at Munshipuliya,
Bhootnath market, Hazratganj,
Secretariat, Charbagh, Transport Nagar
and CCS Airport Metro stations and
commuters can purchase the souvenirs
through EFO counters at the stations.

“People can choose from a variety
of options like fridge magnets, Metro
toy trains or Metro models, table clocks
of different varieties and range, key-
rings, pens and photo frames ranging
from Rs 20 to Rs 450. These items are
finding special fondness amongst the

children of which Metro’s fridge
magnets and toy trains are leading
the list of favourites” said an LMRC offi-
cial.

Several activities and events are
organized at the Metro stations on a reg-
ular basis and many organisations and
school-colleges often come to Metro sta-
tions with their children and students. 

“On such occasions, the represen-
tatives of these institutes and organisa-
tions purchase these items for children
as a token of memory of overwhelming
Metro travel experience. All the sou-
venir items have been carefully designed
by Lucknow Metro keeping in mind the
utility and the special bond between
Lucknow Metro and its valuable passen-
gers,” said the official.

	����������������!��������
The Lucknow Metro Rail

Corporation (LMRC) has helped in the

prevention of several mishaps at the
Lucknow Metro stations.

LMRC official said that recently an
Aishbagh resident came to Munshipulia
Metro station to accompany her fami-
ly to Mawaiyya Metro station. “While
on the escalator, she lost her balance
causing other passengers to stumble and
leading to panic amongst fellow passen-
gers on the escalator. Presenting prompt
alertness in such an emergency, the
security guard posted on duty immedi-
ately stopped the escalator preventing
a major mishappening. Following the
incident, the woman passenger was
given first aid and assisted in the next
Metro train for their onward journey,”
said a senior official.

On another occasion, a 22-year-old
native of Kanpur fell on the Metro track
due to dizziness at the platform of
Singar Nagar station. Security guard
posted on the platform immediately

pulled him over and alerted the lady
security guard stationed on the second
platform. 

“With his presence of mind and vig-
ilance, he prevented a major mishap
considering the fact that the train
could have been approaching any time.
Soon after, she was taken to station con-
troller Shivesh Shrivastav who gave her
first-aid and only after ensuring that the
woman was completely fine and capa-
ble of travelling, she was helped in the
next Metro train for Alambagh.

Station staff of LMRC has been reg-
ularly receiving appreciation from its
passengers who sometimes even leave
‘thank you’ notes to express their grat-
itude for commendable service. ‘It is this
contentment of passengers that acts as
a fuel to the ever committed team of
Lucknow Metro who strives to serve
passengers to the best of their abilities,”
officials said.
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Asuspect of a theft case died
of injuries he suffered

under mysterious circum-
stances in PGI police station
area on Wednesday morning.
Police said the suspect suffered
injuries when he was trying to
commit theft at the house of a
businessman and the public
attacked him. The police ruled
out the possibility of mob
lynching saying nothing of
that sort surfaced in the prelim-
inary probe so far.   

Police claimed that the
suspect died of injuries he suf-
fered in the attack by the pub-
lic after he was caught while
entering the house of a busi-
nessman dealing in hardware.
The residents, however, said the
suspect was alive when he was
handed over to the police early
in the morning. Playing safe,
the police registered a case
under section 304 of IPC for
culpable homicide not amount-
ing to the murder against
unidentified persons. 

As per reports, the busi-
nessman, identified as Vikas
Kumar Sharma of Vrindavan
Colony in PGI police station
area, dialled police control
room around 2.50 am on
Wednesday informing them
that an unidentified man was
trying to commit theft by
climbing the boundary wall of
the house. On the information,
a police van reached the scene
and took the suspect,  infor-

mant Vikas Sharma, his broth-
er Mithilesh and the security
guard of the colony to the
police station. The police
spokesman said the suspect was
found to be in an inebriated

state and so he, along with oth-
ers, was sent to Civil Hospital
for treatment in police custody
by the PGI police. “The doctors
pronounced the suspect as
‘brought dead’ after examina-

tion,” he said.
The spokesman said a case

of culpable homicide was reg-
istered against unidentified
residents of Vrindavan Colony
while a case of attempt to

commit theft was registered
against the suspect on the
complaint of Vikas Sharma. 

“We will get the case
probed by an SHO other than
the PGI’s SHO for transparen-
cy in the case,”’ he said.

The police came in the fir-
ing line of criticism after the
death of the suspect who was
taken first to PGI police station.
“The police are claiming that
the suspect was in an inebriat-
ed state and noticing this, the
PGI police sent him for treat-
ment. The question is if the
policemen of dial 100, who first
reached the crime scene, erred
in assessing that the suspect
was in an inebriated state,” the
police sources said. They said
the suspect was lynched by the
mob after the informant raised
an alarm and they caught him. 

Dishing out another con-
jecture, the sources said the
possibility that PGI police tor-
tured the suspect at the police
station in the name of interro-
gation. “The suspect was
declared brought dead after the
dial 100 police team got him
admitted to Civil Hospital early
in the morning,” the sources
said. The police spokesman said
the body had been sent for
autopsy and the police were
trying to ascertain the identity of
the suspect. “We are yet to estab-
lish if the suspect had climbed
the boundary wall of the infor-
mant’s house,” he said. He added
that it was yet to be probed if it
was a case of mob lynching. 
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Anewly-married woman died of firearm
injuries which she suffered at her house

under mysterious circumstances on Wednesday
afternoon. Police suspect victim’s husband role
in the mysterious death.

The deceased was identified as Julie (20)
of Chowk. She was married to Vimal Yadav of
Matiyari locality in Chinhat four months
back. Police claimed that Vimal was a histo-
ry-sheeter and was under police observation. 

As per reports, Julie and Vimal were at their
house and were busy in discussing some issue.
Vimal’s mother Kamlawati was resting in
another room. Around 3 pm, Julie phoned her
mother and had a talk with her. Around 4.15
pm, the family heard a gunshot in the room
where Julie was present and they rushed to the
scene only to find her lying in a pool of blood.

The police spokesman said Julie had
firearm injuries on her temple. “A huge quan-
tity of blood was splattered in the room and
her face was stained with blood. It could not
be ascertained if she suffered the firearm
injuries at her right temple or left temple,” he
said. 

He added: “The parents of the deceased had
been informed of the incident and they are
reaching the police station. If they lodge a com-
plaint of murder, the police will probe the case
on that line.”

The Chinhat police said they were inves-
tigating the case on two angles: suicide or mur-
der. “It  seems that Julie was unhappy with
Vimal after she knew his shady past and was
trying to come out of the marriage due to this.
On the other hand, the possibility that Vimal
shot her dead in a fit of rage cannot be ruled
out. He is a history-sheeter and has been named
in a several cases of crime,” the police said.

Gomti Nagar circle officer AC Srivastava
said: “It seems to be a case of suicide in the light
of circumstantial evidence.” But he failed to
explain the reason behind the suicide. “We are
still probing the case and cannot tell about pos-
sible reason behind suicide. We are also prob-
ing if the couple had any kind of differences,”
the CO said.

SP, North, Sukirti said: “It will be prema-
ture to tell if it is a case of murder or suicide.
Even if the family of the deceased do not give
a murder complaint, a case of dowry death is
likely to be slapped on the deceased’s husband,”
he said. He added that the police were yet to
probe if Julie was being harassed for dowry. 

The SP, North, said the crime scene was
investigated by forensic experts who collected
evidence from the room. “We recovered a coun-
try-made pistol from the room and the same
was in the custody of forensic experts. The
experts will match the impression of fingers on
the trigger of the pistol with Vimal’s fingers after
he was detained,” he said.
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Uttar Pradesh Electricity
Regulatory Commission

has thrown a spanner in UP
Power Corporation Limited’s
bid to raise additional revenue
by hiking power tariff by 25
percent.

The power regulator has
issued a notice to the UPPCL,
asking it why the benefit of
UDAY scheme should not be
passed on to electricity con-
sumers. 

After hearing the power
consumers’ forum and the
power corporation, the
UPERC has directed the
UPPCL to file its reply within
15 days. 

The power regulator has
given two options to the
UPPCL — either the power
consumers be given rebate of
2.5 to 5 percent on making
payment of bills within the due
date or there should be no hike
in the power tariff as demand-
ed by the UPPCL in its Annual
Revenue Requirement (ARR)
statement filed to the UPERC
seeking a hike of 25 percent in
power tariff to bridge the rev-
enue gap for 2019-20.

In 2016-17, the accumulat-
ed losses of the UPPCL were
Rs 70,738 crore which includ-
ed debt of Rs 53,211 crore.
Under the Ujwal DISCOM
Assurance Yojana, the UP gov-
ernment had taken over the
liability of Rs 39,908 crore or
75 percent of the debt. 

The Ujwal DISCOM
Assurance Yojana is a financial
turnaround and revival pack-
age for electricity distribution
companies of India, initiated
by the Union government with
the intent to find a permanent
solution to the financial mess
that the power distribution
companies are in. 

It allows state govern-
ments, which own the
DISCOMs, to take over 75 per-
cent of their debt as of
September 30, 2015, and pay
back lenders by selling bonds.

UP Power Consumers
Forum chairman Avadesh
Verma said the UPPCL had
sought 25 percent hike in
power tariff by showing a rev-
enue gap of Rs 9,000 crore. He
said that instead of a hike, the
power tariff should be slashed

as the UPPCL got annual sub-
sidy of Rs 9,000 crore from the
UP government and also
exemption from paying inter-
est and principal on the debt
of Rs 39,908 crore.

Demanding a high level
investigation into the matter,
Verma said that after the
implementation of the UDAY
scheme, many states in south
and east India had passed on
the benefit to the power con-
sumers while in UP, far from
any benefit, the power con-
sumers were being made to
pay from their nose with hike
in power tariff almost every
year.

The UPPCL has proposed
more than 25 per cent hike in
power tariff for domestic con-
sumers. Against the prevailing

power tariff of Rs 4.90 per unit
for the first 150 units of
monthly consumption, the
UPPCL has proposed to
increase the slab by more than
26 per cent to Rs 6.20 per unit.

Similarly, the variable slabs
for power consumption
between 151-300 units, 301-
500 units and 500 units
upwards per month have been
proposed to be increased by
12-20 per cent to Rs 6.50 per
unit from the present Rs 5.40,
Rs 7 per unit from Rs 6.20 and
Rs 7.50 per unit from the pre-
sent Rs 6.50, respectively. 

Additionally, the fixed
monthly charge for a domes-
tic connection is also pro-
posed to be increased by 10
per cent. Besides, the power
tariffs for the state commercial
sector consumers have also
been proposed to be hiked by
10-15 per cent. 

The UPPCL had submit-
ted the proposed new power
tariff structure for 2019-20 to
the UPERC for vetting and
final approval. 

Power tariffs had wit-
nessed a hike in November
2017, when the UPERC, while
sparing the industrial sector
from any increase for 2017-18,
had announced an average
tariff hike of 12.72 per cent
across board. The average
power tariff hike was then
steepest compared to preced-
ing two years with average hike
in 2015-16 and 2016-17 figur-
ing at 5.47 per cent and 3.18
per cent, respectively.

In its proposal, the UPPCL
has pegged 2019-20 ARR at Rs
76,495 crore, while estimating
the revenue-expenditure gap at
Rs 18,091 crore, thus offering
a justification for increasing
power tariffs in the state for
economic viability and sustain-
ability.
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Aminabad, which has always
been considered a busy

area of the city, has emerged as
the lesser polluted than other
residential areas of the city as
per the IITR (Indian Institute
Toxicology Research) report
which was released recently. 

Aminabad’s PM 2.5 and
PM 10 levels have come out to
be least for both commercial
and residential areas, which
include Gomti Nagar, Indira
Nagar, Aliganj, Vikasnagar,
Charbagh, Chowk and
Alambagh.Aminabad recorded
a PM 2.5 value of 75.3 μg/m3
and a PM 10 value of 151.1 

μg/m3 which was the least
amongst all the eight locations
mentioned above. 

IITR director Alok
Dhawan said that this could be

possible because of the use of
e-rickshaws in the area. “It is
likely that people are not tak-
ing bicycles, scooters and cars
inside the lanes and after park-
ing their vehicles outside these
lanes they take an e-rickshaw
inside” he said. 

He said that in general the
footfall of shoppers have
decreased at Aminabad
because of the development of
the markets elsewhere. “People
often used to go Aminabad ear-
lier which is not the case now,”
he added. The director said that
with the encroachments being
removed it had eased the traf-
fic because pollution occurred
due to the stagnation of the
traffic rather than its flow.

“With the roads being cleaned
more, the dust particulates
may be less. Also shifting of the

old cinemas from this area
and the decrease in the con-
struction activities could have
contributed in making
Aminabad the least polluted
market” he said.

In residential areas Aliganj,
Vikas Nagar, Indira Nagar and
Gomti Nagar, the 24-hour aver-
age concentrations of PM10 are
in the range of 170.7 to 185.7
μg/m3 with an average of 180.1
μg/m3. In commercial areas,
Charbagh, Alambagh,
Aminabad and Chowk, the
average concentrations of
PM10 are in the range of 151.1
to 190.9 μg/m3 with an average
of 174.3 μg/m3 respectively. In
industrial area (Amausi), the
average concentration of PM10
is 189.2 μg/m 3. 

It may be noted air pollu-
tion creates a series of signifi-
cant health problems such as
premature death, aggravated

asthma, acute respiratory
symptoms and decreased lung
function in the form of short-
ness of breath and chronic
bronchitis. Particulate matter is
also a major cause of visibility
impairment enhancing coeffi-
cient of haze in many parts of
Asian countries and United
States because these particles
can scatter and absorb light.
Further fine particles can
remain suspended in air and
travel long distances across
regional and international bor-
ders without sinking and set-
tling. Numerous epidemiolog-
ical studies indicate that an
increase in particulate matter
concentration is associated
with increased mortality,
increased hospitalisation for
respiratory and cardiovascular
diseases increased respiratory
symptoms and decreased lung
functions.
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Two girls drowned when they
were bathing in a canal in

Rasoolpur locality under
Gudamba police station area on
Wednesday evening. The police
fished out the body of one of the
girls while efforts to trace other
girl were on.

As per reports, Ragini (11)
and Kajal (10), both of
Bhulbhulpur village of the area,
along with several other children,
went to the river in Rasoolpur
locality around 3 pm to take a
bath. While bathing both swam
to the middle of the canal and
began drowning. Their play-
mates were of little help for
them as they could not save them
and so raised an alarm. Hearing
the cry, the villagers rushed to
the scene and they helped other
children to come out of the
canal while Ragini and Kajal
swept away by the mighty water
current. 

The villagers called the
police and a team reached the
place. The team pressed divers in
the job to rescue the girls.
Investigator Arjun Dwivedi said
Kajal’s body was recovered from
the Jarhara bridge over the canal
hours after. 

“The place is located near
Picnic Sport Road and is three
kilometre away from the crime
scene,” he said. He said efforts
were on to search Ragini.            

���"��
Unidentified miscreants

stole cash and jewellery from the
house of a contractual employ-
ee of LESA in Itaunja on Tuesday
night. The complainant identi-
fied as Sujeet Kumar Dixit said
thieves struck at his house locat-
ed on the first floor of a shopping
complex when he was away. “I
was at my work place while the
family had gone for summer
vacation,” he said. 

Police had registered a case
in this connection. 
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Bollywood actress Richa
Chadda loves Lucknow

because it is the home town of
actor Ali Fazil who is a good
friend. She also likes Lucknow
for its tehzeeb and culture.
The actress said this at a press
conference which was organ-
ised for a promotional venture
in the city on Wednesday.

Talking to “The Pioneer”,
the actress said that she had just
wrapped up the shooting for
the movie “Ab toh party shuru
hui hai” at the state capital. “I
love Lucknow for its culture
and tehzeeb and this is evident
when you visit any place here.
Recently when I went to
Hazratganj people approached
me gently and gingerly asking
for a selfie. I personally like the
chikankari work of the city
which it is famous for,” she said.
The actress stated that she had
shot in Lucknow for films like
“Dasdev” and now “Ab to party
shuroo hui hai” and stayed for
a long period in the hotels
while doing these films.

Talking about her forth-
coming ventures, she said she
would be seen in the biopic
“Shakeela” based on the life of
the Southern adult star and the
movie “Panga”.

Regarding her choice of

roles, she said that she did some
roles for her soul and some for
the kind of reaction they cre-
ated. A regular at the social net-

working sites, she admitted
that she had a conscious pur-
pose as she put her pictures on
those sites. Her latest pictures

have been quiet a sensation
which included the one in
which she is seen dressed in let-
tuce leaves.

“There are many a times
when you don’t get the kind of
roles which you want to and
hence I try to put such pictures
on my social networking
accounts,” she said. 

Commenting on the pho-
tograph of the actress covered
in lettuce leaves which she had
posted she said that she was a
vegan and was promoting that
aspect too. “I have been vocal
about  political opinions and
issues like child violence which
I also portray through the pho-
tos,” she said.

The actress said that she felt
that this was the best phase of
her life as she was  past the
stage when she made mistakes
while choosing her roles. “This
is the time when I am getting
the roles which I would like to
do. This is in fact a good time
for all women,” she added. 

Elaborating more about
her role in “Shakeela”, she said
that the shooting was over and
they were trying to give it a
pan-India flavour. “The film is
more of Tamil feel and hence a
pan India flavour is being given
before its release,” she said.
Shakeela was an adult star who
was very successful down
south.
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Lucknow (PNS): Two members
of a family were electrocuted to
death after coming in contact with
a high-voltage wire that fell on their
house in Banda, police said on
Wednesday. 

Pappu Khan (47) and his son,
Safiq (17), were sleeping outside
their house in Badegaon village
when the overhead wire fell on their
house late on Tuesday night, Naraini
Circle Officer Kuldeep Gupta said. 

The two died on the spot,
while five others received minor
burns. The bodies were sent for
post-mortem.In a separate inci-
dent reported from Muzaffarnagar,
three children were seriously
injured in an explosion in a garbage
heap in Purbalyan village, police
said on Wednesday.  The blast
took place when the kids were play-
ing near the garbage heap on
Tuesday evening in the village
under Mansur police station.
According to preliminary investiga-
tion, some waste from a firecrack-
er factory was also in the garbage
heap which led to the explosion,
police said.  

The injured children were
rushed to a nearby hospital.

Lucknow (PNS): Peaches
are showing their presence in
the Lucknow market before the
arrival  of  the local mango vari-
eties.This is a changing trend
among the fruit consumers of
the city as earlier this fruit was
not available in the common
fruit shops.

Recognising that the slot
for this refreshing fruit is exist-
ing before the mango domi-
nates the local market the
Central Institute of Subtropical
Horticulture is evaluating the
newly-developed peach vari-
eties which are good in quali-
ty and require less number of
chilling hours  for flowering
and thus they are being suc-
cessfully grown in Lucknow.
The Director. CISH, Dr

Shailendra Rajan, said that the
fruit would get a better income
for the farmers because it
would come at a time when the
mango had still not appeared.
He said that the Principal
Scientist, KK Srivastava, was
working on this fruit particu-
larly.

“A few decades ago sub-
tropical peaches were available
but of average quality. Peach
varieties like Floridasun, Shan-
e-Punjab, Florida Red, Florida
Prince and Early Grand have a
better chance to suit the climate
as well as market in Lucknow.
These varieties are coming up
well and a technique is being
developed for improving the
fruit size as the small fruit size
due to overbearing may reduce

its market value. Training,
pruning and fruit thinning
technique for producing red-
blushed peaches is being stan-
dardised,” said Dr Shailendra
Rajan. He said that a lot of
health benefits were associated
with peaches.

“Peach is rich in antioxi-
dants due to its high phenolic
content, protects the body from
the harmful effects of several
diseases and is beneficial in
preventing cancer as has been
reported by various researchers.
Due to their alkaline content
and digestive fibres peaches are
good for digestive health. Rich
vitamin C and zinc content in
them also helps in boosting a
person’s immunity,” she said.

Dr KK Srivastava, Principal

Scientist, is working on this
aspect. Low chill peach culti-
vars evaluated at ICAR-CISH,
Lucknow,  revealed that Florida
Prince, Sharbati and Pratap
are early-maturing cultivars,
Early Grand and Pant Peach-1,
mature from the first week of
May till June 10. Pratap and
Early Grand are heavy bearer
cultivars.  

Both varieties bear fruits
ranging between 40 to 60 kg at
three years of age with the fruit
weight being 55-80 grams.

Peaches are attractive in
appearance, have a good mar-
ket appeal and are sold at
prices ranging from Rs 70
to150 per kg and are harvest-
ed before the arrival of mango
in the market.
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In the first faculty colloquium held on
Wednesday at the Central Drug Research

Institute, Dr Haq delivered a talk on ‘Structure
optimisation of small molecules: Opportunities
in new drug discovery research.’

The Director, CSIR-CDRI, Professor Tapas
Kumar Kundu, conferred the citation plaque
and medal for the faculty colloquium on him
on the occasion.

“The Faculty Colloquium recognises the
scientific contributions of Dr Wahajul Haq who
has had a long association with the Central
Drug Research Institute, starting as a Junior
Research Fellow in 1982 to his current posi-
tion as head of the Department of Medicinal

and Process Chemistry.  In the interim he has
also been visiting investigator to several inter-
national laboratories. D. Haq has made a sig-
nificant contribution in process development
for manufacture of peptide drugs,” said a senior
scientist of the Institute.

Dr Haq has made a significant contribu-
tion in the area of process development for the
manufacture of peptide drugs, has provided
consultancy for facility creation for peptide
manufacturing and has transferred technolo-
gy to the Indian pharmaceutical industry. The
large body of his work is reflected in 130 pub-
lications, 31 Indian and international patents
and the many students he has mentored.

“The Faculty Colloquium acknowledges
the many administrative responsibilities under-
taken by Dr Haq, including shifting to the pre-
sent campus and setting up the labs, offices and
other institute complexes and services. He also
coordinated important events, including the
visit of the Prime Minister in 2017 and the
Standing Parliamentary Committee meeting
in 2018,” informed the media incharge, Sanjeev
Yadav.
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Acity dance academy will organise an event ‘Naytri Icon
Dance Championship’  at the International Research

Institute of Buddhist Studies on June 29.
Vidhi Aggarwal, Director of the Academy, while

addressing a press conference said that this championship
was launched in the year 2018 with the avowed aim of iden-
tifying the budding talents of Uttar Pradesh and to provide
them a better platform to showcase them and to represent
our state at the national and international levels. This would
be a continuous activity, he said.

The theme of the event is ‘Peace, Harmony and
Brotherhood.’ A ‘nukkad natak’ will be staged by the 5 to 16
year age group  on the theme ‘Peace and respecting the dig-
nity of life.’ The chief guest for the event will be Sanyukta
Bhatia, Mayor of Lucknow,  while the Guests of Honour will
be Satya Singh, Sarvesh Goel, Shailendra Singh, Vamik Khan,
Amrit Sinha and many other reputed personalities of
Lucknow. It will be a three-day-long event. A dance work-
shop will be conducted from June 27 to  29 at the Academy
by Ankur Rana, famous Bollywood dancer and choreogra-
pher (Just Dance and Dance India Dance fame). He is also
the grand finale judge for dance.

In this championship the participants selected from dif-
ferent cities of Uttar Pradesh will be competing with each
other. Various competitions like dance, singing, instrumen-
tal music, a  drawing and kids’ fashion show are going to be
organised under this banner.  Judges who are experts in their
fields will be judging the participants using different crite-
ria.  Winners in all the categories will be awarded trophies.
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The National Academy of Sciences, India
(NASI), Lucknow Chapter, together with the

Biotech Consortium India Limited, New Delhi,
will organise a two-day-long workshop on
‘Promoting Entrepreneurship among Women in
Science’ at the Biotech Park, Lucknow, from June
19 to 20.

Welcoming more than 275 participants from
various academic and research organisations, Prof
Pramod Tandon, Chairman, NASI, Lucknow
Chapter, and the CEO, Biotech Park, said that job
creation was the foremost challenge facing the
country in the present times and cashing on its
demographic advantage India had an immense
potential to innovate, raise entrepreneurs and cre-
ate jobs for the benefit of the nation. 

Dr Manju Sharma, former Secretary,
Department of Biotechnology, Government of
India, and Distinguished Women Scientist Chair,
NASI, highlighted the importance of its Women’s
Scientist Programme  and its role in shaping the
career of women across the country. 

The keynote speaker, Dr VP Kamboj, empha-
sised that women entrepreneurship was the key
to accelerating growth in the country. Technical
sessions were held on the ‘Start-up Ecosystem for
Innovation-led Enterprise’, ‘Successful Platforms
for Entrepreneurship Promotion’, ‘Best practices
for building successful start-ups’ and ‘Scientific
communication’.
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The polytechnic JEE results will be

declared on Thursday afternoon. This infor-
mation was given by secretary, Joint Entrance
Examination Council, SK Vaish. It may be
noted that the Polytechnic JEE exams were
held on May 26. These examinations are held
for admission to the various polytechnic
institutes of the city. A total of 10,724 can-
didates had registered for the examination
out of which 8345 appeared for the exami-
nation. The counselling is likely to begin by
June 26.
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City Montessori School, Rajajipuram

Campus I is organising the 4th Inter-School
Yoga Meet at CMS Kanpur Road auditori-
um on Friday.  Students from different
schools of Lucknow will participate to
demonstrate physical fitness through vari-
ous yogasanas and yogik performances at the
meet. Lucknow Mayor Sanyukta Bhatia will
be the chief guest on this occasion.
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Luminous Power Technologies strength-

ens its foothold in UP with new innovation
home electrical solutions. The company has
a vast portfolio comprising of power back-
up solutions such as home UPS, batteries and
solar applications. In Uttar Pradesh, compa-
ny has a network of 72 distributors who reach
out to 8000 dealers every month.
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In a shocking incident a youth
who had reportedly gone to buy

liquor from a shop was shot at by
some unidentified motorbike-
borne miscreants in an area under
the Handia police station late on
Tuesday night as a result of which
he was seriously injured.  

After firing at the youth the
goons looted �30,000 from him
and managed to escape from the
spot. The condition of the victim
who was admitted to  the SRN
Hospital was reported to be pre-
carious.

As per the reports received
here,   Sheikh Bahadur, son of
Bharat Patel, a resident of Hakim
Patti village under the Handia
police station, alleged that his
younger brother, Radheyshyam
Patel, had gone to a country
liquor shop situated in Dusauti

township a few kilometres away
from his house.  While the former
was returning from there after
purchasing the liquor three
motorcycle-borne goons waylaid
him and shot him in his head as
a result of which he collapsed on
the ground bleeding profusely. 

The desperadoes then looted
�30,000 which were kept in his
pocket and fled from there. On
receipt of information, the Handia
police reached the spot and got
the injured, Sheikh Bahadur,
admitted to a hospital. However,
he was immediately referred to
the SRN Hospital when his con-
dition deteriorated. The men in
khaki lodged an FIR against some
unidentified assailants and start-
ed investigating the matter.

Meanwhile, Khemchadnra
Shukla, son of the late Lalchandra
Shukla, a resident of
Parmanandpur village under the

aforesaid police station, who
works as a contractor, was return-
ing his home around 10 pm from
Handia. 

When he reached near a
madarsa located near Baazpur vil-
lage three motorcycle-borne mis-
creants attacked him. As
Khemchandra fell down from
the bike they snatched �10,000
kept in his pocket and fled from
there. 

By the time the locals reached
the spot on hearing the sound of
gunfire all the three miscreants
had managed to escape. The
police had registered a case
against the three hoodlums on a
named FIR being lodged against
them by the victim. According to
the police station in-charge,
Handia, Rakesh Kumar, the mat-
ter was being investigated and
action would be initiated after
verifying the truth. 

+���	�	"���������0����
����"��������12�222�

 ���	����	����!���
�$��	�����	�
���$���	��	�,	-.�/�-
�����$�	��.��������#$���� �������	�����0�������	
���	�
��

���
���������������%�����
���������.�
�����������

1�!��	���*����-��-�	�������	��������������
�������	���	���	��(��������*2�,��	��	����	�
��

&����3����������	�	�
#��4�3�	�����������

�2-�.53+-�96,@�6*�24�
&63 �4��3-*.-��-,�4#�<C0
�"9.4�5�46#�!�C<�4#,45#
5#,�4#�-3#5�46#5.
�5�-#���5#,��2-��5#@
��",-#���2-�25�
�-#�63-,



	����	��)
������������������ �� ��!�"#$�"#%&

����� #-&�,-.24

Aiming to move swiftly and
deliver the knockout punch,

the Indian Army plans to set up
Integrated Battle Groups by
October this year on the border
facing Pakistan. These groups
would comprise  the combined
might of the long range guns,
tanks and ground troops and
would move in tandem to
achieve the desired military
objective in the shortest possi-
ble time.

Once these Integrated Battle
Groups are functional, the Army
would then move to have simi-
lar combined units in the areas
facing China. The first four to
five such groups will come up in
the Western Command which
guards the entire Punjab region
and some adjoining parts of
Jammu and Rajasthan where
tanks can move at a fast pace

given the rather flat terrain.  
These groups are part of the

overall move to make the Army
lean and mean. Army Chief
General Bipin Rawat is keen to
have these groups start func-
tioning as soon as possible,
sources said here on Wednesday.
In fact, the top commanders met
in New Delhi some days back to
review the performance of the
IBGs which have already con-
ducted exercises to test their effi-
cacy. The results were found to
be satisfactory and easily imple-
mentable, they added.

The concept of such groups
involve artillery, armour involv-
ing tanks and infantry or ground
troops, moving together in a
synchronised manner and
bringing effective fire on the
enemy to gain victory in the
shortest possible time without
giving time to the adversary to
regroup.  It will do away with the
artillery, infantry and armour
working in silos and make the
Indian Army battle-ready to
fight modern day warfare where
speed is of the essence, they said.

After reviewing the perfor-
mance of the proposed groups,
the Army top brass gave its nod
and the service will now seek
final approval by the defence
ministry before going ahead
with the setting up of these high-
ly mobile groups by October,
sources said. The groups will
also be aided by attack heli-
copters to deny the enemy tanks
and artillery to time and space
to react, they added.

These composite units are
likely to be headed by a Major
General rank officer and will be
equipped to perform offensive
and defensive roles.  While the
offensive action means making
quick and effective thrust into
the enemy territory stealthily, the
defence role will see these units
guarding its own territory in case
of retaliatory action from across
the border. Each unit, both in
defensive and offensive forma-
tions will have six battalions(one
battalion has 1,000 men) trained
to fight in a synergised manner
and the recent exercises proved
them to be effective, they said.
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Muzaffarpur in Bihar may
have been hogging head-

lines for the death of the kids due
to Acute Encephalitis Syndrome
(AES), but experts point out that
the disease has been endemic to
the entire State with all the dis-
tricts reporting the cases that are
fatal to kids. 

Following the analysis of
total 4,400 cases of AES report-
ed between 2009 and 2014,
with an average of 733 cases per
year, a team of researchers in
their study also noted that the
AES cases start appearing in
April and reach a peak in June
and then decline. 

"There is another peak of
Japanese Encephalitis (JE) cases
in October. The confirmed fatal
rate (CFR) of AES and JE ranges
from 5 per cent to 35 per cent
in Bihar," said the researchers in
their study 'Status and trend of
acute encephalitis syndrome
and Japanese encephalitis in
Bihar, India' published in
National Medical Journal of
India in 2018. There were a total
1309 deaths during the period.

"The disease peaks were
during the start and end of the
Indian summer and monsoon

months for AES and JE, respec-
tively. Districts such as Patna,
Jehanabad, Nawada, Gaya and
East Champaran reported the
maximum number of AES and
JE cases with annual incidence
rates of 4.7-25.0 and 0.546-1.78
per 100 000 population, respec-
tively," said the study.

The experts have stressed on
strengthening the reporting and
surveillance mechanism in all
the districts of the state. They
also called for encouraging
reluctant private practitioners in
surveillance activities especial-
ly for cases of AES. Intense infor-
mation, education and com-
munication (IEC) activities must
be started at the village level to
increase participation from the
community and to improve the
long-term passive surveillance. 

The team included Praveen
Kumar and PP Sarthi from
Centre for Environmental
Sciences, Central University of
South Bihar, Patna, PM Pisudde
from ESIC Medical College,
Sanat Nagar, Hyderabad, MP
Sharma, State Programme
Officer (Malaria), Chief Malaria
Office, Patna and VR Keshri
from Bihar Technical Support
Programme, Care India, Patna.

Acute encephalitis syn-

drome (AES) is a multifactori-
al clinical condition, the most
common cause being Japanese
encephalitis (JE). JE is a vector-
borne viral disease caused by the
JE virus of group B arbovirus
(Flavivirus) and is transmitted to
humans by the Culicine mos-
quito. 

JE affects the central ner-
vous system (CNS), and can

cause serious complications and
death. The CFR is high and
those who survive may suffer
from neurological squeal such as
convulsions, episodic headache,
autonomic disturbance, abnor-
mal behaviour, mood disorder,
intellectual deficit, paresis, inco-
ordination of movements, jerky
limb movements, speech disor-
der, cranial nerve palsy, gaze

palsy, Parkinsonian features,
impaired hearing, etc.

An estimated 25 per cent of
affected children die from the
disease, and among those who
survive, 30 per cent-40 per cent
suffer from physical and men-
tal impairment. Children suffer
the highest attack rate due to lack
of cumulative immunity from
natural infections, said the study.

-"�����"�������
����*(�,�()
���	

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday agreed to
hear a plea seeking a direction
to the Centre to urgently con-
stitute a team of medical
experts for the treatment of the
children in Bihar's
Muzaffarpur, who are suffering
from suspected Acute
Encephalitis Syndrome (AES),
which has claimed more than
100 lives.

A vacation bench of jus-
tices Deepak Gupta and Surya
Kant agreed to hear the plea
next Monday after the peti-
tioner's counsel sought an

urgent listing of the matter.
The plea also sought a

direction to the Centre for pro-
viding all necessary medical
equipment and other supports
for the effective treatment of
the children suffering from the
epidemic disease.

The petition, filed by
advocate Manohar Pratap,
claimed that he was deeply
pained and saddened by the
deaths of more than 126 chil-
dren, mostly in the age group
of one to 10 years, in the past
week and the figures were
rising day by day.

"The deaths of children are
a direct result of negligence
and inaction on the part of the
respective state governments of
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and
Union of India in handling the
epidemical situation which
arises every year due to out-
break of AES also called
Japanese encephalitis," the plea
said.

It claimed that thousands
of young children were losing
their lives yearly from the dis-
ease but the governments (state
and Centre) had done nothing
to prevent its spread. PTI
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The CPI(M) on Wednesday
told the Prime Minister-

chaired all party meet that the
idea of ‘one nation, one poll’ is
fundamentally anti-federal and
anti-democratic and thus,
against the Constitution.
Terming the Government's move
as “not practical” and “artificial
move” CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury said in his note
distributed in the meeting that
holding simultaneous polls
would tamper the  the constitu-
tional scheme of accountability
of the Government to the legis-
lature.

“Apart from the technical
issues involved in holding simul-
taneous elections to Parliament
and State Assemblies, our
Opposition to this is based on
the fact that it is fundamentally
anti-federal, anti-democratic and
strikes at the roots of the parlia-
mentary democratic system, as
ordained in the Constitution. 

“Article 75(3) states that the
collective responsibility of the
Council of Ministers is to the
House of the People. Similarly,
Article 164(1) concerning the
Council of Ministers states that
it is collectively responsible to the

legislative Assembly of a state,"
said Yechury.

He said under the
Constitution, if a government
loses the confidence of the legis-
lature either by being voted out
on a no-confidence motion or by
losing a vote on a Money Bill, it
is bound to resign and if no alter-
native government can be
formed, the House is dissolved
and a mid-term election held.

There is no fixity of tenure
enshrined in the Constitution
either for the Lok Sabha or the
state legislatures, the Left leader
said, adding that both Article
83(2) and Article 172(1) speci-
fy that the term of the Lok Sabha
and the Legislative Assembly will
be for five years, "unless sooner
dissolved".

"Any attempt to prolong the
life of the Lok Sabha or legisla-
ture will not only be unconsti-
tutional, but also, anti-democ-
ratic. It is the will of the people
through their elected represen-
tatives that must prevail," he said.

"We are, therefore, totally
opposed to any artificial attempt
to bring about simultaneous elec-
tions, which can only be done by
trampling upon the existing con-
stitutional scheme of parliamen-
tary democracy,".

����� #-&�,-.248."� #6&

BSP supremo Mayawati
skipped the Prime Minister-

convened meeting on 'one
nation, one poll' saying that con-
ducting simultaneous national
and State elections is an "unde-
mocratic and unconstitutional"
idea for a vast country like India
and that she would have attend-
ed meeting had it been called to
address the "national concern"
over EVMs.

'One nation, one election' is
not an issue before the coun-
try.Elections through ballot
papers are actually the national
issue and our party will contin-
ue its struggle for it," she said
adding elections in any democ-

racy can never be a problem nor
they should be weighed from the
point of view of expenditure
and extravagance.

She said the 'one nation,
one election' is in fact an attempt
and a new drama to divert the
attention from burning nation-
al issues such as poverty, infla-
tion, unemployment and increase
in violence, and is simply an illu-
sion.

The BSP chief alleged that
the people's faith in the EVMs
had dwindled to a worrisome
level. "The stubbornness of con-
ducting elections through elec-
tronic voting machines instead of
ballot paper is the real threat to
the democracy and Constitution
of the country," she said.
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In a boost to India-Bangladesh
and India-South Korea coop-

eration, the Union Information
and Broadcasting Minister
Prakash Javadekar on Wednesday
announced that Doordarshan
(DD) India will now be telecast in
Bangladesh and South Korea.  

The development came after
a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was signed
between Prasar Bharati and
Bangladesh TV (BTV). In return,
BTV World, a channel owned by
Bangladesh TV, would now be
available on DD Free Dish, the
state-owned direct-to-home
(DTH) free-to-air platform. 

The Minister said India had
signed an agreement with
Bangladesh to telecast state-run
DD India in the neighbouring
country. A ministry statement

said BTV World would be of spe-
cial interest to viewers in eastern
India.

"We have decided to show
BTV World, a channel owned by
Bangladesh TV, on the DD Free
Dish which will be available for
the viewers of Doordarshan in our
country. At the same time, DD
India would be made available in
Bangladesh," Javadekar said.

The Union Minister further
said that KBS World, a 24×7
English channel of the South
Korean government, would also
be available on DD Free Dish.

"We have entered into an
agreement with South Korea also,
where South Korea will show DD
India and we will also allow
South Korean KBS channel, it will
be available in India. This mutu-
al cooperation with neighbouring
countries is very important," he
said. 
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Wednesday sought a
response from the Election
Commission by June 24 on a
plea of the Gujarat Congress,
challenging the poll panel's
decision to hold separate
bypolls to two Rajya Sabha seats
in the State.

A vacation bench of jus-
tices Deepak Gupta and Surya
Kant listed the matter for hear-
ing on June 25, saying the
issue required to be heard.

The bench said, "It is not an
issue which can be taken up
through an election petition
and therefore, requires to be
heard."

Senior advocate Vivek
Tankha, appearing for the
Gujarat Congress, said there
were judgments of the Delhi
High court which were in their
favour.

To this, the bench said, "We
are not saying anything for now.
We need to decide whether it
is a casual vacancy or a statu-
tory vacancy. This matter
requires hearing."

The petition was filed by
Congress MLA from Amreli
and Leader of Opposition in
the Gujarat Assembly,
Pareshbhai Dhanani.

The Rajya Sabha seats fell
vacant following the election of
BJP chief Amit Shah and Union

minister Smriti Irani to the Lok
Sabha from Gandhinagar and
Amethi, respectively.

The Election Commission
clarified that the vacancies for
bypolls to all Houses, including
the Rajya Sabha, are considered
"separate vacancies" and sepa-
rate notifications are issued
and separate polls are held,
though the schedule can be the
same.

In his plea, Dhanani has
sought a direction to quash and
declare the poll panel's order as
"unconstitutional, arbitrary, ille-
gal, void ab initio" and said it
violated Article 14 of the
Constitution.

He submitted that the poll
panel be directed to hold simul-
taneous by-elections and
polling for filling of all vacan-
cies in all states, including
Gujarat.

The MLA, through his
lawyer, submitted that separate
elections for the two Rajya
Sabha seats in Gujarat would
upset the scheme of propor-
tional representation as man-
dated under the Representation
of People Act.

In the petition, it is stated
that the basic principle, both
under the Constitution and
Representation of People Act
1951, is that if regular vacancies
are existing at the time when

the election is held, it should be
held together so that the system
of proportional representation
by means of single transferable
vote can be applied to those
elections.

The petition contended
that if the Election Commission
is given a free hand to issue one
or more notification with
respect to vacancies in Council
of States (Rajya Sabha) and if
separate elections are held for
the same purpose, it may result
in abuse of power in as much
as the majority party will always
be able to arrange the matters
in such a way that it gets max-
imum seats.

In the 182-member House
in Gujarat Assembly, the BJP
has 100 members and the
Opposition-led by Congress
75 members, while seven seats
are vacant.

The Congress MLA also
alleged that the poll panel has
"arbitrarily, malafidely, mali-
ciously and under the diktats of
the incumbent government"
invoked its residuary powers
under Article 324 of the
Constitution and arbitrarily
issued the June 15 press note
declaring separate elections for
the Council of States, where it
stated that the vacancies for by-
elections to all Houses, includ-
ing the Rajya Sabha, are con-

sidered as separate vacancies
and separate notifications are
issued and separate poll is
taken for each of the vacancies
although the programme
schedule for the by-elections
may be common.

The Congress alleged that
the action of the Election
Commission was completely
tainted with arbitrariness,
malafide, partisanship and has
been taken in an extremely
hasty manner to pre-empt and
impede the minority party in
the state Assembly to elect a
member for the Council of
States.

It also alleged that the BJP,
running the government at
the Centre, has used the
Election Commission's Office
for its political propaganda.

The EC on June 15 also
cited two Delhi High Court rul-
ings of 1994 and 2009 which
had supported the system of
holding separate by-polls in the
same state under provisions of
the Representation of the
People Act.

The Congress had
demanded that the by-polls to
the two vacant seats in Gujarat
be held together as in case of
separate elections, the BJP
being the ruling party would
have an advantage and win
both the seats. PTI
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday sought

response from the
Maharashtra Government on
a plea challenging an order of
the Bombay High Court dis-
missing a petition against 16
per cent quota for Marathas in
admission to PG medical and
dental courses.

The top court said it will
hear on June 24 the plea chal-
lenging Maharashtra govern-
ment's decision to grant
Maratha reser vation for
admissions in PG medical
courses.

A bench of justices
Deepak Gupta and Surya Kant
said it cannot leave the peti-
tioners remedy less as either
the high court or the Supreme
Court has to adjudicate the
issue.

The bench said the peti-
tioners had earlier approached
the apex court and were asked
to move the high court for the
relief.

It noted that in another
similar matter related to quota
in admissions for economi-
cally weaker section, the apex

court said that no other court
should entertain this peti-
tion.

"Either the high court or
the Supreme Court should
decide the issue at hand as the
petitioners cannot be left rem-
edy less," the bench said.

Senior advocate 
Shekhar Naphade, appearing
for the petitioners, contended
that the high court did not
consider the matter in view of
an apex court's order of June
4, wherein it had restrained
any other courts from enter-
taining any plea related to
admission to PG medical
courses.

He said that Socially and
Educationally Backward
Classes (SEBC) Act which
came into force on November
30, 2018, is itself under chal-
lenge.

Petitioner Sameer chal-
lenged the Bombay High
Court order of June 13 by
which it had refused to enter-
tain the petition against the
Maharashtra government
ordinance granting 16 per
cent quota to Marathas in
admission to PG medical and
dental courses.  PTI

�����)#����	����

��	
����1����������#�
�
4�"�

��-
����1�!�3
������

New Delhi: The Congress on
Wednesday described the
deaths of children in Bihar due
to Acute Encephalitis
Syndrome as a "national hor-
ror story" and demanded
accountability from the Centre
and the state government.

Addressing a press con-
ference here, party spokesper-
son Gaurav Gogoi accused the
two governments of being
"insensitive" and unprepared
for tackling such an outbreak.

"It is a national tragedy, it
is a national horror story and
the perpetrators of this horror
story are the Centre and the
state government," he said.

"We demand accountabil-
ity from both the State and the
Centre," he said, while attack-

ing Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan and his prede-
cessor J P Nadda. 

Gogoi said Nadda should
concede that promises made by
him as health minister have not
been fulfilled. 

The Congress leader also
demanded coordination
between the Centre and the
state governments to deal with
the situation. "What is hap-
pening today in Muzaffarpur is
a national horror, the nation-
al tragedy. The Congress Party
prays for the families of 146
children and we cannot either
express in words or feel the
emotions of those parents who
have lost their children," he
said. He said it is a sorry state
of affairs and the state govern-

ment in Bihar has been both
unprepared and insensitive. 

"We can see the insensi-
tivity in the remarks of the State
Health Minister, when he is
asking for cricket score in the
middle of important meeting;
we can see the insensitivity in
the Chief Minister's (Nitish
Kumar) delayed visit to the
Hospital and unfortunately
this attitude has been replicat-
ed by the Central government
because we have seen that
over the past so many years
when either Harsh Vardhan Ji
was the Health Minister or J.P.
Nadda Ji was the Health
Minister, they merely
announced on paper, but, there
was no action on the ground,"
he said. PTI
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Mumbai: Jawaharlal Nehru and
Indira Gandhi performed yoga
in private and their heirs did not
honour it which is why power
has eluded them as those who
do yoga are "directly blessed by
god", Ramdev Wednesday said.

He also expressed confi-
dence that "big work" will be
done on issues such as Article
370 and triple talaq under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Ramdev, who will be
attending an International Yoga
Day event in Maharashtra's
Nanded on June 21, which will
be attended by Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, was talking
to reporters.

Modi is the first prime
minister who performs yoga

among people, he said, adding
that all central ministers, chief
ministers, MPs and MLAs of the
BJP perform yoga.

"This has given 'gaurav'
(prestige) to it. Isse pehle luke
chhupe yog karte the Indira
Gandhi ji aur Nehru ji (earlier,
prime ministers Indira Gandhi
and Nehru performed yoga
secretly)," Ramdev said.

"But their (Nehru-Gandhi
family's) subsequent genera-
tions perhaps did not honour
yoga. Is liye unke raj-yog mein
bhi thoda sa gadbad ho gaya
(hence political power eluded
them)," the yoga guru added.

Those who perform yoga
are "directly blessed by god", he
said. "I have confidence that
under the leadership of Modi

and Amit Shah, big work will be
done on Article 370, 35A
(which give special status of
Jammu and Kashmir), one
nation-one-law, one-nation-
one-election and triple talaq.
Because those who are yogi
think well of all," Ramdev
added.

Yoga is our "big legacy"
and "beyond politics, caste, faith
and religions", he said, adding
that everybody accepts that
yoga is "rashtra dharma (nation-
al religion)".

To a question on food adul-
teration, Ramdev, whose
Patanjali group has a big pres-
ence in packaged food seg-
ment, said regulatory bodies
should be more alert and trans-
parent. PTI
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Jammu: Days before the start
of Amarnath Yatra, the Army's
Northern Command's top
brass on Wednesday reviewed
security arrangements to
ensure a safe and secure annu-
al pilgrimage.  

General Officer-
Commanding-in-Chief, Lt
Gen Ranbir Singh also
reviewed the Army's opera-
tional readiness at various for-
ward posts in Akhnoor and
Reasi sectors of Jammu and
Kashmir, said a Defence
spokesperson.

He visited the forward
posts and hinterlands bases in
the two sectors along with
White Knight Corps
Commander, Lt Gen Paramjit
Singh, the spokesperson added. 

During his visit to forward
posts, Lt Gen Ranbir Singh was
also briefed about various mea-
sures initiated to monitor the
intrusion and infiltration bids
from across the Line of
Control, he said.

The Army commanders
also visited the hinterland
bases, during which they were
apprised of the formation's
preparation for the upcoming
pilgrimage to the 3,880-metre
high holy cave shrine of
Amarnath in south Kashmir
Himalayas, he added.

They were briefed about
the measures being taken to
ensure safety and security of
pilgrims through "superior and
aggressive domination of the
area" by the troops, he said.

The officers appreciated
the measures put in place to
thwart all possible nefarious
designs of anti-national ele-
ments, he added.

The 46-day annual
Amarnath Yatra is to begin
from July 1 on two routes —
the traditional Pahalgam track
in Anantnag district and short-
est Baltal track in Ganderbal
district. The pilgrimage will
conclude on August 15 coin-
ciding with Raksha Bandhan
festival.

"The Army commanders
interacted with soldiers and
complimented them for their
unwavering dedication to duty,
selfless devotion and high stan-
dard of professionalism," the
spokesman said. PTI
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Chennai: The Madras High Court on
Wednesday dismissed as withdrawn a suit
moved by Tamil Nadu Local Administration
Minister S P Velumani, seeking to restrain
DMK president M K Stalin from levelling alle-
gations of corruption in corporation tenders
against him.

When the plea came up for hearing,
Velumani's counsel sought permission to with-
draw the case.

Allowing the request,  Justice R
Subramanian dismissed the plea as with-
drawn.

In earlier hearings, the court had refused
to pass any gag order against Stalin.

Velumani's main charge was that Stalin had
made several speeches during his election cam-

paign in Coimbatore Lok Sabha constituency
from April 4, alleging that the minister was
involved in corruption relating to local body
tenders and that an accused in the Pollachi sex-
ual abuse case was closely associated with him.

In his suit, Velumani wanted the court to
direct Stalin to pay Rs 1 crore as damages for
defaming him and the state's ruling AIADMK
through his speeches.

Velumani had submitted that the DMK
president was levelling unsubstantiated and
false charges against him.

Besides, Stalin had also claimed during the
election campaign that an accused in the
Pollachi sexual abuse case, 'Bar' Nagaraj, was
a close associate of the minister, which was
totally false, the suit had said. PTI
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Srinagar: Security forces have
arrested five overground work-
ers of proscribed terror outfit
Hizbul Mujahideen in Jammu
& Kashmir's Shopian district,
police said Wednesday.

"Based on specific input,
police arrested five associates of
terrorists from Shopian district,"
an official spokesman said.

He said on IED, which the
militants were planning to use
against security forces, was
recovered at the instance of
arrested persons.

The arrested individuals
have been identified as Aqib
Nazir Rathar, Amir Majeed
Wani, Sameer Ahmed Bhat,
Faisal Farooq Ahanger and
Rayees Ahmed Ganai, the offi-
cial said.

"During questioning of the
arrested persons, it was
revealed that terrorists of pro-
scribed outfit HM, along with
above stated associates, were
planning to target police and
security forces by planting an
IED in the area," he said. PTI
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legislator R Roshan Baig, who
was suspended by the Congress
on Tuesday for attacking its State
leadership, Wednesday said he
was a "disciplined soldier of the
party" and was being punished
for speaking the truth.

Asserting that his com-
ments against state Congress
leaders were the opinion of the
party workers, he said he was in
the Indian National Congress
headed by Rahul Gandhi and
"not in the Siddu
(Siddaramaiah) Congress".

"Last night, I got the infor-
mation that I have been sus-
pended from the party...Is it a
crime to speak the truth? What
I have said is the truth," Baig
said.

Speaking to reporters here,
he said he had not criticised
Gandhi and that he continued
to be a "disciplined soldier of the
party".

"My criticism of state lead-
ers is true. Is speaking the truth
a crime?" said Baig, who was
suspended on Tuesday night
with immediate effect, citing

"anti-party" activities.
Hitting out at Karnataka

Congress leaders for the party's
dismal show in the Lok Sabha
polls, Baig had recently held
Congress Legislature Party
(CLP) leader Siddaramaiah's
"arrogance" and KPCC presi-
dent Dinesh Gundu Rao's
"immaturity" responsible for
the "flop show".

He had also called Congress
general secretary K C
Venugopal a "buffoon".

Baig had dropped hints of
quitting the party and appealed
to Muslims to "compromise"
with the situation on the BJP-led
NDA returning to power at the
Centre.

The Karnataka Pradesh
Congress Committee (KPCC)
had issued a show-cause notice
to the MLA for his conduct, to
which he had not responded.

Noting that Gandhi had
offered to resign as the All
India Congress Committee
(AICC) president, taking
responsibility for the poll defeat,
Baig said, "When we criticise
here in the state for the party

winning only one seat in the
Lok Sabha polls, action is being
taken."

"What I have said about a
few of our state leaders is the
opinion of thousands of our
karyakartas," he said.

Baig, a seven-time MLA
and a former Karnataka minis-
ter, has been unhappy with the
state Congress leadership over
not being included in the coali-
tion cabinet headed by Chief
Minister HD Kumaraswamy.

The senior leader said he
felt "sorry" for Gandhi and
alleged that the Lok Sabha poll
campaign in Karnataka was
run in such a way that "we were
not involved and there was no
political management".

"...I have not criticised
Rahul Gandhi. He is the Indian
National Congress president. I
am in the Indian National
Congress, not in the Siddu
Congress.

"I am a disciplined soldier
of the Indian National Congress
and was upset about the state of
the party in Karnataka," he
said. PTI
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Thiruvananthapuram: The
CPI(M)-led LDF Government
in Kerala on Wednesday
demanded that the Centre bring
a legislation to protect the faith
of Lord Ayyappa’s devotees vis-
iting the hill shrine in
Sabarimala, which was ordered
by the Supreme Court last year
to open its doors to women of
all age groups.

The state government's
demand comes in the backdrop
of Kollam MP N K
Premachandran moving a pri-
vate members bill in the Lok
Sabha against women's entry
into the Lord Ayyappa temple.
The bill is likely to come up this
week in the Lok Sabha.

"The Sabarimala issue will
be coming up before the central
government as a private bill.
Everybody knows the fate of the
private bills... ," Devaswom
Minister Kadakampally
Surendran told reporters here.

To ensure that such a situ-
ation does not arise, the BJP state
leadership should prevail on

the Centre to bring in a legisla-
tion and ensure legal protection,
he said.

The BJP government has a
"brute majority" in the House
and hence should bring in a leg-
islation on the matter, he added.

Kerala had witnessed mas-
sive protests by right-wing out-
fits and the BJP after the LDF
government decided to imple-
ment the apex court's September
28 verdict last year, lifting the
restriction on entry of women of
menstruating age into the hill
shrine to offer prayers.

Earlier, the temple's customs
did not allow girls and women
in the menstrual age of 10-50
years to enter the shrine as the
presiding deity, Lord Ayyappa,
is a 'Naishtika Brahmachari'
(perennial celibate).  PTI
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Five months after the BJP-led
Maharashtra Government

agreed to shift the Nanar oil
refinery project out of eco-sen-
sitive Ratnagiri district in coastal
Konkan region, Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis on Wednesday
announced that the controver-
sial refinery project would now
be located in the neighbouring
Raigad district.

In a written reply to a
query raised in the Assembly
during the ongoing monsoon
session of the State Legislature,
Fadnavis said that his govern-

ment would locate the Nanar
Refinery project in Raigad dis-
trict instead of Ratnagiri dis-
trict, following opposition to
the project from the local vil-
lagers and various political
parties.

“There is no opposition to
the refinery project from the
people in Raigad district.  The
people from 40 villages have not
shown any resistance to the
acquisition of the land for the
project,” the Chief Minister
said.

The Shiv Sena has been
opposing the location of Nanar
oil refinery project in Ratnagiri
district right from day one. 
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Barmer: Nineteen Pakistani
migrants living in Rajasthan's
Barmer for the past several
decades were granted Indian cit-
izenship on Wednesday, an offi-
cial said.

Certificates of Indian citi-
zenship were handed out to
them at an event held at the dis-
trict collectorate.

The state government has
granted Indian citizenship to 19
Pak migrants who have been liv-
ing in Barmer district for more
than a decade, District Collector
Himanshu Gupta said.

He, along with Additional
District Collector Rakesh Kumar
Sharma, handed out the certifi-
cates to the migrants.

Expressing their happiness,
the migrants said getting Indian
citizenship after years of wait is
a dream come true.

The decision to grant citi-
zenship to these 19 migrants liv-
ing in Barmer, along with 10 liv-
ing in Pali and five in Jalore was
announced by the Rajasthan
government on Tuesday. PTI
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Mumbai: In a rebuke for the Government led by his
own party, senior BJP leader Eknath Khadse
claimed on Wednesday that Maharashtra has wit-
nessed the highest number of malnutrition deaths
in the last five years.

He was speaking during a discussion in the
Legislative Assembly on ashram-shalas (residential
schools for tribal children) run or aided by the Tribal
Development Department.

A code prescribing mandatory facilities at these
schools was prepared eight months ago but its copies
were yet to be made available and therefore it could
not be implemented, the BJP leader alleged.

The code also prescribes how much salary the
security guard employed at ashram schools should
get. Guards get �5,000 per month for round-the-clock
duty at present, and their duty hours should be cur-
tailed, he said.

Tribal Development Minister Ashok Uike said
the decision on pay scale of security guards would
be taken soon.

Khadse said decisions taken by the Government
are not implemented immediately. PTI
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Mumbai: A person cannot be
branded as a terrorist merely
for using the word "jehad", a
Maharashtra court observed
while acquitting three accused
of terror charges.

The Akola-based court of
special judge A S Jadhav made
the observation while hearing
a case against the three persons
accused under the stringent the
Unlawful Activities Prevention
Act (UAPA), the Arms Act and
the Bombay Police Act.

Abdul Razzaque (24),
Shoeb Khan (24) and Salim
Malik (26) were booked under
various Indian Penal Code
sections, including 307
(attempt to murder) and 332
(voluntarily causing hurt to

deter public servant from his
duty), following an attack on
policemen outside a mosque in
Pusad area of Akola on
September 25, 2015, on the
occasion of Eid uz Zoha, over
beef ban in the state.

According to the prosecu-
tion, Razzaque arrived at the
mosque, took out a knife and
stabbed two policemen on
duty and said before the attack
that because of the beef ban, he
would kill the cops.

The Anti-Terrorism Squad
(ATS) claimed they accused
were part of a conspiracy to
influence Muslim youths to
join terrorist organisations.

Jadhav observed, "It
appears that accused Razzaque

exhibited his anger by violence
against the government and
some Hindu organisations for
ban on cow slaughter."

"No doubt he used the
word 'jihad'. But, it was adven-
turous to jump to the conclu-
sion that only for using the
word 'jihad' he should be
branded as a terrorist," he
said.

According to dictionary,
the word 'jihad' literally means
"struggle", he pointed out.

"Jihad is an Arabic word
which literally means striving
or struggling... Therefore
merely the use of word 'jihad'
by the accused would not be
proper to brand him as a ter-
rorist," the judge said. PTI
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Narsinghpur (MP): A local
court on Wednesday sent
Union Minister Prahlad Patel's
26-year-old son Prabal Patel,
who was arrested in an attempt
to murder case, to police cus-
tody for a day.

Prabal Patel was among
seven persons arrested in con-
nection with an attack on a
group of persons at Gotegaon
town on Monday night that left
five people injured.

Efforts have been intensi-
fied to nab the minister's
nephew, Monu, and four others
also wanted in connection with
the case, police said.

Judicial Magistrate Ajay
Singh sent Prabal to a one-day
police custody on Wednesday.
Six other accused were remand-
ed in judicial custody till July 1.

Prabal Patel, a resident of
Kisani Mohalla in Gotegaon,
has been named as the main
accused in the case, police offi-
cials added.

Prahlad Patel, the BJP MP
from Damoh, was recently
inducted in the Union cabinet
as the Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for
Tourism.

Monu Patel (27), who is at
large, is the son of Prahlad
Patel's younger brother Jalam
Singh Patel, a former Madhya
Pradesh minister and sitting
BJP MLA from Narsinghpur.

As per the complaint,
Himanshu Rathore and Rahul
Rajput were returning home
after attending a marriage cer-
emony when they were alleged-
ly intercepted and abused by
Prabal Patel and his associates.

They were taken to Monu
Patel's office and beaten up, the
complainants alleged.

Later, the accused took the
duo to the residence of one
Shivam Rai, where they beat up
Shivam, his father Ishwar Rai
and his friend Mayank.
Gunshots were also fired and
one of the bullets hit Rathore,
injuring him in the hand, the
complaint said.

Police are yet to find out
what led to the attacks, the offi-
cials said.

The accused were booked
under IPC sections 307
(attempt to murder) and 365
(kidnapping with intent to
wrongfully confine a person),
they added. PTI
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spotted the remains of Sheena
Bora in a Raigad jungle in
2012 deposed before the trial
court here on Wednesday.

Sheena (24) was allegedly
killed by her mother and media
executive Indrani Mukerjea
with the help of others in April
2012 and the body was burnt in
a jungle in neighbouring Raigad
district.

As per the prosecution,
Ganesh Dhene had spotted a
skeleton at Gagode village in
Pen teshil of Raigad days after
the murder.

Dhene is a 'police patil' who
are appointed in villages where
there is no police station. Their
job is to keep police informed
about happenings in the area.

Sheena's murder came to
light in 2015 following the
arrest of Indrani Mukerjea's dri-
ver Shyamvar Rai. 

Then it was established
that the skeleton found in the
Raigad jungle in 2012 was of
Sheena, the biological daughter
of Indrani, born from a previ-
ous relationship.

During his testimony
before CBI judge J C Jagdale,
Dhene said he was collecting
mangoes when he spotted a
burnt skeleton. PTI
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Mumbai: The special court
hearing the bail pleas of the
three accused in the Dr Payal
Tadvi suicide case on
Wednesday said proceedings
will not be video recorded in
the absence of necessary facil-
ities.

The court had ordered
video recording of the bail
proceedings earlier under the
provisions of the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act.

But the prosecution sub-
mitted that police were unable
to make necessary arrange-
ments, and sought some time.

Defence lawyer Abad
Ponda pointed out that as per
the law, recording was required

only during the main trial.
Advocate Gunratan

Sadavarte, appearing for the
victim's family, claimed that the
state government and the
police were "not serious" when
it came to atrocities against
scheduled castes and scheduled
tribes.

Judge P B Jadhav noted in
his order that though the
SC/ST Act was amended and
video recording of all the pro-
ceedings was made mandato-
ry two years ago, infrastructure
was yet to be made available.

It was the state govern-
ment's responsibility, he said.

The court had directed the
police to make the arrange-
ments but "police machinery

has its own difficulties", Jadhav
said.

"Bail proceedings are
required to be decided expedi-
tiously. Therefore this court has
no option but to proceed with-
out video recording," he said.

The bail pleas will be heard
on Friday.

Tadvi, 26, a second-year
postgraduate medical student
attached to BYL Nair Hospital,
allegedly committed suicide in
her hostel room on May 22.

Her family alleged that
three of her seniors — Hema
Ahuja, Bhakti Meher and
Ankita Khandelwal — ragged
her and hurled casteist abus-
es at her, forcing Tadvi to take
her life. PTI
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The number of cases where
tribal and non-tribal

dwellers could be evicted from
forest lands has “reduced con-
siderably” after a review of
rejected claims for ownership
rights under the Forest Rights
Act, officials said Wednesday.

The Supreme Court on
February 13 had ordered evic-
tion of 11.8 lakh “illegal forest
dwellers” whose claim for land
rights had been rejected by
authorities. However, on
February 28, it stayed the rul-
ing and directed states to file
affidavits detailing the process
adopted in rejecting the claims.

At a meeting in March, the
Ministry of Tribal Affairs asked
the states to carry out a village-
level scrutiny of 19.50 lakh
rejected cases and file their affi-

davits in the Supreme Court by
July 12. The ministry had said
that according to data from the
states, around 40.50 lakh claims
had been filed under the Forest
Rights Act, 2006. Land titles
had been granted in around
18.50 lakh cases and 2.50 lakh
were pending.

Representatives of the
states discussed the matter in
detail at a meeting on Tuesday,
MoTA Secretary Deepak
Khandekar said.

“Barring Jammu and
Kashmir and Sikkim, all the
states concerned attended the
meeting. They have reviewed
the cases and segregated infor-
mation,” he said.

“The states are preparing
reports which will have infor-
mation related to cases in
which eviction may take place...
Now that number is pretty

small...it has reduced consid-
erably. The matter highlighted
in February is practically over,”
the official said, refusing to give
the details. The states will
inform the ministry about the
number of such cases and
thereafter, the affidavits will be
submitted to the Supreme
Court on July 12, he said.

Khandekar said the reduc-
tion in number of rejected
cases can be attributed to elim-
ination of “duplication and
wrongful rejections”.

“For example, there were
cases where the husband and
wife both had claimed owner-
ship of the same property. So
the ownership has been grant-
ed and the other claim has been
junked... Also, there were
instances where a person filed
multiple applications for one
property,” he said. 
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Delhi BJP president Manoj
Tiwari on Wednesday

invited Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and his Congress
counterpart Sheila Dikshit
to join him at an event to be
organised by his party on the
International Yoga Day on
June 21. He said the Delhi
BJP will host a yoga session
on Friday morning in
Ghonda in northeast Delhi
and he wished to invite
Kejriwal and Dikshit there.

BJP working president JP
Nadda is likely to attend the
event, Tiwari said at a press
conference.

“I would like to invite
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and Sheila ji, if they
are not going to attend any
other such event, to join me
at the yoga session to be
organised by Delhi BJP in
Ghonda,” he said.

Around 13 crore people,
including 10 lakh in the
national capital, are expected
to attend International Yoga
Day celebrations and per-
form the ancient yogic exer-
cises across the country,
Tiwari said.

Over 76 lakh people have
already registered themselves

to participate in yoga sessions
on the day, through Ayush
Ministry’s website, said the
Delhi BJP president.

“Those practising yoga
lead a healthy and long life. It
transcends boundaries of
caste and religion and every-
body can do it.

Those having any reser-
vation in saying ‘Om’ may
simply utter ‘O’ when per-
forming the breathing exer-
cises,” he said. Delhi BJP will
organise yoga events at 300
places across the city.

Several Union ministers
and members of Parliament
will participate in these
events,  Tiwari  said and
appealed people to take time
out to join in and perform
yoga for a healthy and happy
life.
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Three Indian institutes — IIT-
Bombay, IIT-Delhi and IISc-

Bangalore — have found place
among the top 200 in the presti-
gious Quacquarelli Symonds (QS)
World University Rankings
released on Wednesday.

The QS global rankings 2020,
which was released in London,
has 50 new entrants globally and
India-based O P Jindal Global
University (JGU), established in
2009, has become the youngest
university to break into top 1,000
in the prestigious rankings. IIT-
Madras, IIT-Kharagpur, IIT-
Kanpur and IIT-Roorkee are also
among the top 400 institutes. IIT-
Guwahati, ranked 491, saw a
decline in its ranking since last
year when it was placed at 472. 

The Delhi University improved
on its last year’s rank of 487 and
is placed at 474 in the latest rank-
ings. HRD Minister Ramesh

Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ tweeted, “It
is a matter of great pride that in
the prestigious QS rankings, IIT-
Bombay, IIT-Delhi and IISc
(Bangalore) have been included
in the top 200 institutes.

“I wish to congratulate every-
one on this occasion. 

We are determined to take
other institutions to the top on
the strength of educational excel-
lence.” R. Subrahmanyam, the
Secretary of Higher Education in
the HRD Ministry, wrote on the
microblogging site, “One of the
fastest rising institution in the
world rankigns is IIT Kharagpur
which jumped up 14 places com-
pared to last  year.
Congratulations! (sic)” 

Other universities that figures
in the rankings are Jamia Millia
Islamia, Jadavpur University,
Aligarh Muslim University,
Hyderabad University, Calcutta
University  and Mumbai
University. Naveen Jindal, the

Founding Chancellor of JGU,
said, “JGU’s maiden entry into the
QS World University Rankings
2020 is a phenomenal achieve-
ment as we celebrate our 10th
anniversary.”

Historically, such rankings
have favoured universities ori-
ented towards science, technolo-
gy, engineering, mathematics dis-
ciplines and medicine, but the
JGU was the only Indian univer-
sity focusing on social sciences,
arts, humanities and professions
such as law, business adminis-
tration and architecture, the JGU
said in a statement.

Professor C Raj Kumar, the
Founding Vice-Chancellor of
JGU, said, “This was an extraor-
dinary international recognition
for a university which was bare-
ly a decade old. Our commitment
to maintaining the highest stan-
dards of excellence since our
founding has helped us achieve
this distinction.” 
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Opposition legislators on
Wednesday demanded a

probe by the cyber cell into the
alleged “leak” of Maharashtra
budget provisions on Finance
Minister Sudhir Mungantiwar’s
Twitter handle before presen-

tation in the Assembly.
NCP leader Jayant Patil

said in the state Assembly that
thebudget provisions were
known outside before the
finance minister’s presentation
in the Lower House on
Tuesday. He lamented that
Chief Minister Devendra

Fadnavis and Mungantiwar
justified the tweets. Fadnavis
and Mungantiwar on Tuesday
dismissed the budget “leak”
charge, saying the provisions
were put out on Twitter 15
minutes after the finance min-
ister began his budget speech in
the Assembly
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Amid growing rumblings
within the Karnataka

Congress, the grand old party
dissolved its unit in the south-
ern State on Wednesday, while
retaining its president and
working president.

“The AICC has decided to
dissolve the present committee
of (the) Karnataka Pradesh
Congress. The president and
working president remain
unchanged,” a statement issued
by AICC general secretary
(organisation) KC Venugopal
said.

Rumblings within the
Karnataka Congress have
grown ever since the Lok Sabha
poll debacle in the State. There
have also been problems of
coordination in the Congress-
Janata Dal (Secular) coalition
government in the southern
state.

Voices of dissent have been
growing in the Karnataka
Congress for some time now
due to differences over the
functioning of the coalition
government in the state, even
as the Congress and JD(S)
leadership have been accusing
the BJP and its leader YS
Yeddyurappa of luring their

leaders to topple the coalition
Government.

Two members of the
Congress were recently induct-
ed in the Karnataka cabinet.

State Congress chief
Dinesh Gundu Rao said disso-
lution of the KPCC would
pave the way for reorganization
of the party at all levels and
would create an opportunity for
new leaders.

The intention is to reorga-
nize the party at the state, dis-
trict and block levels, which is
important, Rao said, adding he
along with party’s Working
President Eshwar Khandre
would have to start reorganis-
ing and strengthening the
party.

He said discussions will be
held with legislature party

leader Siddaramaiah, Deputy
Chief Minister G
Parameshwara, AICC General
Secretary K C Venugopal and
others about the way forward.

“We will look for giving
opportunity to new leadership
in the party. Those loyal to the
party and honest workers will
be identified and given an
opportunity in the organiza-
tion.

“We have also started
working towards appointing
members to various boards
and corporations and it will be
finalized in a month,” he said,
adding this would instill con-
fidence among workers.

The move comes in the
wake of the worst ever Lok
Sabha poll performance of the
Congress in Karnataka, where

the party won only one of the
21 seats it had contested.

Congress’ ruling coalition
partner, the JD(S), won one out
of the seven parliamentary
seats it had contested, while the
BJP had swept the polls, bag-
ging 25 out of the 28 seats.

Sources say the move will
provide an opportunity to fresh
faces towards strengthening
the organisation from the grass
root level.

Meanwhile, Yeddyurappa
refuted Chief Minister H D
Kumaraswamy’s allegation that
the BJP was attempting to
bribe JD(S) legislators and
asked him to name those
involved.

“If the chief minister did
not give out the names before
levelling such allegations, it
will be seen as he is suspecting
his own party MLAs,”
Yeddyurappa said and claimed
the chief minister was making
allegations against the BJP “out
of desperation.”

Senior Karnataka legislator
R Roshan Baig, who was sus-
pended by the Congress on
Tuesday night for “anti-party”
activities, said he was a “disci-
plined soldier of the party” and
was being punished for speak-
ing the truth.
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In order to give a boost to
battery-operated or electric

vehicles in the country, the
Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways has decided to
waive registration charges for
electric vehicles.

The draft notification of
the amendment in Rule 81 of
the Central Motor Vehicles
Rules 1989, proposes to exempt
Battery Operated Vehicles
from payment of fees for the
purpose of issue or renewal of
registration certificate and
assignment of new registration
mark. 

This means that Electric
Vehicles would be exempted
from such registration charges.
The move, aimed at promoting
electric vehicles (EVs) in India,
comes at a time when the
country plans high penetration
of such vehicles by 2030.

Issuing the draft notifica-
tion to amend the Central
Motor Vehicles Rules (CMVR),
1989, the ministry said battery-
operated vehicles “shall be
exempted from the payment of
fees for the purpose of issue or
renewal of registration certifi-
cate and assignment of new
registration mark”. The exemp-
tion will apply to all category of

vehicles, including two-wheel-
ers. The amendments will be
done in exercise of the powers
conferred on the central gov-
ernment under various sections
of the Motor Vehicles Act,
1988. “The said draft rules
shall be taken into considera-
tion after the expiry of a peri-
od of 30 days from the date on
which the copies of this noti-
fication as published in the
Gazette of India, are made
available to the public,” the
draft notification said.

The Maharashtra govern-
ment had earlier asked the
Ministry to consider exemption
from registration for the battery
operated rickshaws.  The gov-
ernment has already exempted
battery operated two-wheelers
from registration.

Earlier last year, the Centre
had notified rules for plying e-
rickshaws, making driver’s
licence mandatory and capping
speed limit at 25 kmph. The
government had also notified
the Central Motor Vehicles
(16th Amendment) Rules,
2014, paving the way for plying
of the “special purpose battery
operated vehicles”. The new
rules allowed e-rickshaws to
carry four passengers and 40kg
luggage while e-carts could
transport goods up to 310kg.
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New Delhi: Trust Union
Minister and Republican Party
of India (RPI) leader Ramdas
Athawale for his straight-faced
humour. Wednesday was one
of those occasions as he left
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, UPA chairperson Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi
along with other Lok Sabha
members in peels of laughter by
his witty remarks, some aimed
at the Congress president.

In his congratulatory
remarks after the unanimous
election of Om Birla as Lok
Sabha Speaker, Athawale, who
has a knack for spontaneous
humour, said he is happy that
Rahul got a chance to sit in Lok
Sabha though as an opposition
member. While Rahul won
from Wayanad in Kerala, he
lost the Gandhi stronghold of
Amethi in Uttar Pradesh to
Smriti Irani.

“Rahul ji aapko wahan
baithne ka mauka mila isiliye
aapko badhai deta hoon. Jab
apki satta thi tab main aapke
saath tha. Chunav ke pehle
mujhe Congress wale bol rahe
the idhar aao. Maine hawa ka
rukh dekha ki woh Modi ji ki

taraf ja rahi hai (I congratulate
you on getting an opportunity
to sit there (in the Opposition
benches). I was with the UPA
when it was was in power.
Congress leaders asked me to
join them again ahead of elec-
tions. But I saw which way the
wind was blowing and decided
to remain with NDA,” he said.

Rahul and Sonia took his
remarks sportingly and were
seen smiling. When the RPI
leader was speaking, Modi was
seen laughing on more than
two occasions. “Now, our gov-
ernment will run for five years,
and for another five years ...
Modi sahib will continue to do
the good work. We will not let
you come this side (treasury
benches) so easily,” Athawale
said, amid thumping of desks
by NDA members. 

He evoked laughter when
he recited a poem and
promised to make Birla laugh.
Referring to the Congress and
Rahul Gandhi, he said when
the Congress was in power he
was with them and then he
shifted to NDA. “You (Birla) do
not laugh, but I will make you
laugh,” he said. PNS
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Highlighting special reason

for tracking ozone during sum-
mer, Roychowdhury said this is
mainly because ozone is not
directly emitted from any source.
“Other gases such as nitrogen
oxide and volatile organic com-
pounds that are emitted from
combustion sources like vehicles,
industry or power plants, react
in the air under the influence of
sunlight and temperature to
form ozone,” said
Roychowdhury. 

“Summer months, with
their high sunshine and high
ambient temperatures, increase

our vulnerability to ozone
impacts. It seems the intense
heat wave experienced this sum-
mer may have influenced this
trend in the region, which is
already suffering from severe air
pollution,” she added further.

Citing ozone gas reading on
CPCB index, environmentalist
said, “If this trend continues and
worsens, the Graded Response
Action Plan will also have to ini-
tiate action to address the pre-
cursor gases that form ozone --
NOx, hydrocarbons etc -- and
crack down on vehicles and
industry.”  However, there are
some areas in Delhi where days

of ozone exceeding recorded
less. In locations like Aya Nagar,
Karni Singh Shooting Range,
IGI airport, Lodhi Road, Mandir
Marg, Pusa Road, Patparganj,
North Campus, ITO and Anand
Vihar less than 5 per cent of the
days have experienced it. 

While areas like ITO, IGI
airports, Anand Vihar marked
under red zone in terms of pol-
lution though these areas record-
ed less days of exceeding ozone. 

“This is a complex atmos-
pheric chemistry and needs
investigation, point out CSE
researchers and sometimes in
highly polluted locations that

may generate ozone, levels can
dip due to further reaction with
gases like NOx. Ozone also
drifts to other places and builds
up in low polluted areas,” CSE
experts said.   

“Even as Delhi is battling
serious particulate pollution,
newer rogues are beginning to
raise their ugly heads to add to
the health risk. The number of
days exceeding or crossing the
standard have certainly gone up
this summer. It can be a seri-
ous health crisis if the short
duration levels begin to
increase hereafter,”
Roychaudhury said.
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“Exporters are not lifting
the fruit consignments in
Dubai, Europe and England
due to outbreak of AES in
Muzaffarpur. Even in local
market, traders are scared of
litchi. Some of the mandis
have asked to hold up litchi
consignments till further order.
Litchi business has been badly
hit this year,” rued Singh,
adding that as many as 8-10
lakh people, involved in the
litchi trade and transportation
are affected. 

“It is ridiculous to blame
litchi,” Singh added.

Shyam Lal, a trader, said
sale of litchi juice packets has
also declined in the past few
days in the national Capital.
“On an average, I used to sell
40-50 bottles of litchi juice per
day but for the past one week,
I sold only half a dozen bottles,”
he said.

Generally, litchis hit the
market prior to the arrival of
mangoes. Hence, the markets

are full of litchis as mango will
take another 10 days or so to hit
the market. If the sale contin-
ues to be low for the next cou-
ple of days, traders will suffer
huge losses this season.  Bihar’s
famous shahi litchi has got
Geographical Indication tag
last year. A GI is an indication
used on products that have a
specific geographical origin
and possess qualities or a rep-
utation due to that origin.

The worst-hit district is
Muzaffarpur with the viral dis-
ease claiming lives of 120 chil-
dren, followed by Vaishali
where 12 children have lost the
battle with AES. Another six
children have lost their lives in
Begusarai district, five in
Samastipur, and two each in
Motihari and Patna. 

The symptoms of AES
include high fever, vomiting,
losing consciousness and
seizures. The deaths have been
reported from Sri Krishna
Medical College and Hospital
and Kejriwal Hospital.
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Several leaders from BJP,

Congress, DMK, TMC went up
the podium to greet the new
Speaker.

“Kota has become kind of a
small country and the transfor-
mation of Kota has taken place
under your leadership,” Modi
said.

As the Prime Minister gave
a new insight into the life of the
new Speaker and lauded his
work, he looked around on
with a benign smile. A total of
13 motions were moved in sup-
port of Birla. Since the motion
moved by Modi, also the Leader
of the House, was adopted, the
other motions became infruc-
tuous. “I on behalf of the
Government and the Treasury
Benches assure you full support
in conducting the House. I also
assure you that your order will
prevail and you must be tough
even if anyone from our side
(Treasury Benches) crosses the
limit,” Modi said, congratulating
Birla. Birla assured the members

that he will run the House in an
impartial manner and everyone
will be heard. “I have been a
member like you from 2014 to
2019. And here we should raise
issues which matter to the last
person standing in the row,” he
said. The 57-year-old, consid-
ered to be close to both Modi
and BJP president Amit Shah,
succeeds eight-term MP
Sumitra Mahajan as the Speaker,
a post traditionally held by
senior MPs. The newly elected
Congress’ leader of the House
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury,
DMK’s TR Baalu and TMC’s
Sudip Bandyopadhyay were
among those who backed Birla
and urged him to be impartial
as presiding officer of the Lower
House. Extending his whole-
hearted support to Birla,
Chowdhury urged him to be
impartial and give the
Opposition enough time to
raise issues of public interest. He
said the presiding officer is the
custodian of the House, which
according to Jawaharlal Nehru,

represents the nation and free-
dom of the country.

Chowdhury also expressed
concern over very few Bills
being referred to standing com-
mittees by the Lok Sabha and
hoped for a reversal of the
trend.

The Congress leader said
the house has witnessed in the
last two days various religious
slogans like “Jai Sri Ram” and
“Allahu Akbar” in the House
adding the social fabric of the
country will be strengthened
only when people respect all
religious faiths.

Pinaki Mishra of the BJD
expressed similar concerns and
said Birla’s unopposed election
shows his acceptability. There
was no candidate in the fray
other than Birla and the motion
moved by the Prime Minister to
choose the Kota-Bundi MP as
the Speaker was adopted by a
voice vote.

NK Premchandran of the
RSP urged the Speaker to pro-
tect the democratic rights of

members asserting that active
Opposition is good for healthy
democracy. He said he raised
500 amendments to different
Bills during the 16th Lok Sabha
but none of them was accepted
by the Government.

SAD’s Sukhbir Singh Badal
and Apna Dal’s leader
Anupriya Patel suggested the
regional and smaller parties
should be given adequate time
during discussions. Similar
sentiments were expressed by
LJP’s Chirag Paswan, TRS’ N
Nageshwar Rao while BSP’s
Shyam Singh Yadav said first-
time MPs should also get suf-
ficient time in discussions.
AIMIM leader Asaduddin
Owaisi said the Speaker should
ensure protection of separation
of powers and the elected
Government should not
become a monarch. Sudip
Bandyopadhyay of the
Trinamool Congress cautioned
Birla that “brute majoritarian-
ism” sometimes affects the
functioning of the House. 
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Unlike many indicators, it
said tax data is not collected
through surveys or by agencies
through arcane techniques,
these are hard numbers and
should be an important indi-
cator of growth.

“Further, there have been
no major changes in tax laws
until the end period in the
author’s analysis (March 31,
2017). GST was introduced on
July 1, 2017.

“The author’s logic of not
using tax data appears to be a
convenient argument meant
to avoid inconvenient conclu-
sions based on hard facts,” it
said.

The EAC-PM paper also
noted that India’s GDP esti-
mation is by no means a per-
fect exercise. “Is it better than
before? Yes.”Is the process to
further improve it in place?
Yes,” it added.
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Its backers contend it

would save the country from
being continuously in “ an
election mode”, save an esti-
mated Rs 4,500 crore as elec-
tion expenditure and help in
developmental works not get-
ting affected. But many oppos-
ing are apprehensive national
poll issues could subsume
Assembly polls and thus could
marginalise or prove to be dis-
advantageous to the regional
parties. Many national parties
too are wary of the BJP’s move.

Last August, the Law
Commission had recom-
mended holding simultaneous
elections to the Lok Sabha and
State Assemblies to save pub-
lic money and avert disruption
in governance with the coun-
try always being in the poll-
mode and Election
Commission’s code of conduct
censuring launching of devel-

opmental projects.
The draft, submitted to

the Law Ministry, however,
cautioned that “holding simul-
taneous elections is not possi-
ble within the existing frame-
work of the Constitution”. 

“The Prime Minister called
for widespread debate and con-
sultations on simultaneous
elections for Lok Sabha and
Vidhan Sabhas, keeping in
view various aspects such as the
resulting financial savings and
consequent better utilisation of
resources,” an official release
said last week after Modi
addressed a NITI Aayog meet-
ing here.

The Government think-
tank, NITI Aayog, too had last
year suggested synchronised
two-phase Lok Sabha and
Assembly polls from 2024 to
ensure minimum campaign-
mode disruption to gover-
nance.
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BJP MP from Gudaspur
Sunny Deol may be in trou-

ble as the Election Commission
(EC) has asked him to explain
his overspending on his elec-
tion campaign during the
recent Lok Sabha elections.
Against the statutory limit of Rs
70 lakh, Deol is alleged to
have spent Rs 86 lakh for his
election campaign.  

Earlier, on May 15, the EC
had issued directions for
adding Rs 1.74 lakh to Deol’s
poll expenditure after he failed
to respond to its query about a
Facebook page being run in his
support.

In a notice to Deol, the EC
asked him  to “reconcile” his
poll expenditure account. The
notice was issued by Gurdaspur
District Election Officer-cum-
Deputy Commissioner Vipul
Ujjwal. 

>������#���������"��������%��1������������1	�����?�����	��	#������

����%���	������
6! �	�����	���
�	������������

����� #-&�,-.24

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar met Russian

Deputy Prime Minister Yury
Trutnev on Wednesday and
discussed ways to strengthen
bilateral ties as well as Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s visit

to Vladivostok for the Eastern
Economic Forum later this year.

Jaishankar’s meeting with
Trutnev comes days after Prime
Minister Modi met Russian
President Vladimir Putin on
the sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
Summit in Bishkek, where the

two leaders reviewed all aspects
of bilateral relations to further
strengthen the strategic rela-
tionship.

“EAM @DrSJaishankar
met with Deputy Prime
Minister & Presidential Envoy
to the Far Eastern Federal
District of Russia Yury Trutnev.

Discussed various aspects
of India-Russia relationship,
including 

the visit by PM @naren-
dramodi to Vladivostok for
the Eastern Economic 

Forum,” Ministry of
External Affairs Spokesperson
Raveesh Kumar tweeted.
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Srinagar (PTI): Jammu and Kashmir Governor Satya Pal Malik said
on Wednesday militants were carrying out odd attacks on the secu-
rity forces at the behest of their handlers across the border as they
have lost the battle. “These attacks are nothing new in this place, but
we have subdued it over the past six months. I believe 100 per cent
that they (militants) are under pressure from across (the border) to
do something,” Malik said in an apparent reference to the Pakistan-
based militant handlers. “They (militant handlers) feel that they have
lost as the terror infrastructure they had raised in last 10 years has
been dismantled,” he said on the sidelines of a function here. “That’s
why they carry out an odd attack. In such cases, the initiative obvi-
ously lies with the attacker, but still we assure you that we will uproot
this menace very soon.”
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kolkata (PTI): Former Miss India Universe
Ushoshi Sengupta was allegedly chased and
harassed by a gang of bikers here while
returning home from work in an app-based
cab. Seven persons have been arrested in con-
nection with the incident that took place
around 11.40 pm on Monday, police said. 

The 30-year-old Model-turned-actor
Sengupta, brought the sordid incident into
notice through a facebook post that prompt-
ed police to swing into action.  She was
crowned as Miss India Universe in the year
2010. Narrating the event, Sengupta said she
was returning home along with a colleague in
an app-based cab, which was hit by a few bike-
borne youths who dragged the driver out and
roughed him up. The model claimed that she
had sought help from officers of Maidan police
station in the heart of the city,and later went
to Charu Market police station in south
Kolkata. On both occasions, she was alleged-
ly told that the incident did not happen in their
jurisdiction. The Kolkata Police on Tuesday
said it has also initiated an inquiry into the
alleged non-registration of FIR.
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Sir — The Prime Minister’s plea to
the Opposition to forget about
paksh and vipaksh and have only
nishpaksh spirit and work active-
ly in the larger interest of the nation
is welcome. His tone was that of
reconciliation and warmth and is
an assertion that in unity lies the
betterment of the nation and its
people. The Opposition should
take the Prime Minister’s statement
in the right spirit. That the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and its
allies were able to form a majori-
ty Government should not make
them arrogant or lead them to
ignore crucial issues that need to
be raised in Parliament.

At the same time, the
Opposition should not obstruct or
stall proceedings of the House to
put the Government on the mat.
Good actions and motions must
be supported. The growth, devel-
opment and progress of the coun-
try should be of prime impor-
tance. Let us hope that the ruling
party and the Opposition main-
tain decorum of the house by
upholding the good values of
integrity, propriety and sobriety. 

M Pradyu
Kannur
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Sir — The idea of simultaneous
polls is not new. In 1951-52, the
first general election to the Lok
Sabha was held simultaneously

with elections of all State
Assemblies. This practice contin-
ued till the general election of
1967, after which it got disrupt-
ed due to premature dissolution
of some State Assemblies in 1968
and that of the Lok Sabha in

1970. Besides saving huge
amount of taxpayers’ money
spent on holding separate Centre
and State elections, simultaneous
polls will spare considerable time
of security and administrative
set-up to do their normal job and

the country will get rid of
remaining in poll mode almost
throughout the year. If a
Government falls midway, a
mid-term poll should be held for
the rest of the term. The next Lok
Sabha election will be held in
May 2024. Of course, this time is
still not enough to synchronise
terms of all Assemblies. At least
an idea has been floated. It is time
to apply our minds to it. 

MC Joshi
Lucknow
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Children of a lesser God”
(June 20). While researchers
examine the exact cause behind
the encephalitis syndrome, it is
a sorry state of affairs in Bihar
where over 100 children have
died due to this disease. It is
reflective of the fact that the
State’s healthcare system is in
shambles. The State must take
radical measures to improve the
health infrastructure.

Somya 
Via email

Chinese President Xi Jinping is
travelling a lot these days; he
went to Bishkek (Kyrgyzstan)
for the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) meet, then

he is visiting North Korea and later Japan.
At the same time in Hong Kong, two mil-
lion people (25 per cent of the population)
walked down the streets to reject a law
widely believed to have been piloted by Xi. 

Bill Bishop, author of the Sinocism
Newsletter analysed: “The Hong Kong
protestors succeeded in scuttling the pro-
posed extradition law, at least for the fore-
seeable future…Regardless, the rebuke of
the mainland and its political system by
millions of Hong Kongers could not be
clearer and the damage to Xi and the party’s
reunification project that is core to the
Great Rejuvenation, is real.”

The Chinese leadership is keen not to
repeat the Hong Kong fiasco in Tibet. This
is one of the reasons why Beijing is promot-
ing Gyaltsen Norbu, its own Panchen Lama,
who recently visited Thailand. Back in
Beijing, he affirmed “that he was able to
deeply appreciate the greatness of the moth-
erland while he was in a foreign country.”

The information about his foreign visit
came out in the open a month after
Norbu’s return; he was part of a Buddhist
delegation led by Yanjue, the acting pres-
ident of the Buddhist Association of
China. Interestingly, Norbu had attended
a Buddhist conference in Hong Kong in
2012 but this was not counted as a foreign
visit. In Thailand, he explained that he has
the responsibility to adapt Tibetan
Buddhism to the socialist society… with
Chinese characteristics “to constantly
adhere to develop Tibetan Buddhism in the
Chinese context, to maximise the positive
role of religion and to make due contribu-
tions to safeguarding the unification of the
motherland and promoting ethnic unity.”

But what does “adapting Tibetan
Buddhism to the socialist society with
Chinese characteristics” mean? An article
on a Chinese website run by Xinhua gave
an answer. All monks in Tibet were recent-
ly invited to pass “legal knowledge” exam-
inations “in order to promote the basic and
leading role of the rule of law and active-
ly guide the adaptation of religion to the
socialist society and enhance the legal
knowledge level and the rule of law aware-
ness” among monks and nuns in Tibet.

The website reported that the new pro-
gramme was jointly organised by the
Tibetan Autonomous Region (TAR) justice
department, the law office, the communist
party’s united front work department and
the religious bureau. According to the sta-
tistics quoted by Xinhua, 30,000 members
of the Sangha went through the examina-
tions. On which topics were the monks test-

ed? They had to answer ques-
tions on the Chinese
Constitution, state security
laws, anti-terrorism laws, anti-
spying laws, environmental
protection laws, internet safe-
ty laws and regulations on reli-
gious affairs matters.

But that is not all. Apart
from these topics, the monks
and nuns had to demonstrate
their great knowledge on the
communist party’s 19th nation-
al congress, Xi’s new era of
socialism with Chinese charac-
teristics, the national flag law,
the national anthem law, the
national security law, the
national regional autonomy
law and ethnic and religious
policies as well as related reg-
ulations. This probably includ-
ed the rules for the reincarna-
tion of “living Buddhas” (how
the Dalai Lama will be select-
ed by the party).

Don’t ask me where is the
Buddha in all this! TAR’s “legal”
big shots visited the test centres.
Xinhua cited Lobsang
Gyurmey, vice chairman of
the political consultative con-
ference and Danba, the head of
the TAR justice department,
who inspected the Ganden
Monastery’s examination cen-

tre. Gao Yang, deputy secretary
and vice chairman of the party
committee of the political con-
sultative conference, showed up
at the Sera Monastery and Xu
Xueguang, deputy director of
the People’s Congress Standing
Committee,  went to Drepung.
Many other party important
cadres participated.

According to Xinhua,
after the launch of these (com-
pulsory) tests, “the legal liter-
acy and the rule of law aware-
ness of religious faculty mem-
bers in our region have been
further improved.” The web-
site affirmed that “national
laws are higher than religious
canons and obeying these
should come before adhering
to the [Buddhist] precepts.”
According to Xinhua, the pur-
pose was to create a harmo-
nious and stable social situa-
tion for Tibet… 

In these circumstances,
one understands why students
in Hong Kong or in Taipei are
a nervous lot. Who wants to
join the motherland’s legal sys-
tem? Examinations were
organised all over TAR, partic-
ularly in Lhasa, Shigatse, in
Lhoka (Lhuntse County), in
Nagchu and Shangda

Monastery in Chamdo area.
They were conducted in two
ways: A Tibetan-Chinese bilin-
gual “open-book” written test
and an oral test. 

Xinhua reported that in
order to ensure a smooth and
orderly examination process,
“three-level patrol groups for
districts, cities and counties”
were formed. The patrols
checked each test centre under
their jurisdiction; they were
said to have been “deep into the
relevant temples to conduct an
in-depth and detailed under-
standing of the examination
arrangements and the order of
the examination room.”

Moral of the story: You bet-
ter know Comrade Xi’s speech-
es! And guess what? The atten-
dance of the examination was
100 per cent. It was to be an
important initiative by party
secretary Wu Yingjie for
“strengthening the education
on the rule of law,” said the offi-
cial website. Is it the reason why
Norbu deeply “appreciated”
the greatness of the motherland
when he was abroad?

The “new” education is
not restricted to Tibet. Xi
wants to “educate” all classes of
Chinese. According to the

Taipei-based Central News
Agency, the Chinese commu-
nist party, which celebrates its
70th anniversary, launched an
education campaign called
“Remain true to our original
aspirations and keep our mis-
sion firmly in mind.”

The Central Publicity
Department called some 500
journalists to retrace the route
of ‘Long March’ and write
about the epic journey of the
Red Army. The journalists
were told that they need to
“make a long journey” and in
their writings, “profoundly
echo how Red Power came
into being; how the new
China was built.” The aim was
to educate the masses about
the revolution. 

On May 20, Xi had
inspected Jiangxi Yudu, the
starting point of the Long
March. It was like “exploring
the source of the party’s origi-
nal heart,” affirmed Xi. The
Hong Kongers may escape
these education schemes for
the time being but it will be
more difficult for the Tibetans,
the Uyghurs or even the main-
landers to avoid them.

(The writer is an expert on
India-China relations)
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It is the scale of the Indian elections that baf-
fles the world. Most countries view our
democratic electoral exercise with utter dis-

belief and astonishment. The 2019 Lok Sabha
elections were interesting for the fact that polit-
ical communication in our country seemed to
have finally come of age. Among the parties,
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) stood out to
be the savviest in mastering the image-build-
ing and perception management exercise and
also gained a decisive edge over its rivals. 

Agenda-setting: Take for instance verbal
communications. The BJP’s colourful and
earthy slogans were an instant hit. They were
at their simplistic and comprehensible best.
The party managed to pull the rug under the
feet of the Opposition with short and punchy
coinages like mahamilawat, which was used to
brand the Opposition parties. This conjoined
word summed up the unprincipled and rag-
tag coalitions formed by various political par-
ties just before the elections and instantly
robbed them of political relevance. 

Similarly, majboor sarkar vs majboot sarkar
was a lethal jibe as compared to the Congress’
weary slogan of ab hoga nyay. Roughly trans-
lated, the Congress slogan meant that justice
would be delivered if it came back to power.
Oddly enough, the party’s strategists did not
realise it would automatically trigger a counter
question in the minds of the voters: If justice
was still pending to be delivered, what did the
party do all these years when it was in power
for the longest time and capable of changing
the system? The Congress campaign appeared
to be centred around superficial populist slo-
ganeering coined in splendid isolation devoid
of any social connect. On the other hand, the
Congress’ somewhat catchy chowkidar chor hai
jibe misfired and it faced national embarrass-
ment for being  flippant and more personali-
ty than issue-oriented. Slogans formed by other
Opposition parties were limp.  Regional party
leaders, followed the old-style book of politi-
cal communication. So they found themselves
out of breath with the BJP’s national campaign
blitzkrieg. 

Yet another slogan coined by the BJP kaam
ruke na, desh jhuke na advanced the party’s
developmental agenda that remained to be
achieved and contextualised the national
pride as a rallying point. 

Instead of offering progressive ideas and
providing a constructive alternate developmen-
tal framework, the Opposition mounted a bit-
ter and shriller negative campaign with per-
sonal level attacks, some of which were unbe-
coming of their stature and the public office
they occupied. Many parties even reduced the
electoral campaigns to ugly street-level brawls.
Negative campaigns can work when left-
handed compliments are delivered to oppo-
nents, dripping with sarcasm and humour.
Perhaps none in the Opposition had the
showmanship to pull it off. Resorting to per-
sonal attacks made them appear as a fringe
mob pelting stones. 

Such messaging and slogans itself achieved
half the electoral success for the BJP. So much
so that even when its own senior leaders hit
their opponents below the belt, it was seen as

avenging barbs and a victim’s right to defend
himself.

Bespoke framing: Besides, verbal commu-
nication, the BJP’s near total obsession with non-
verbal communication was equally fascinating.
Public appearances suggest a 
well thought-out, meticulously crafted, immac-
ulate and bespoke visual styling of its leader.
Camera lenses were trained to capture and curate
radiating energy and dynamism in the shots.
Low angle camera shots and measured distance
maintained in the foreground and background
around the leader decluttered the frame and pro-
vided for just one single focal point. 

The penchant was to clear the hoi-polloi
from the frame to get singular visuals. Though
amusing, such optics manage to build and rein-
force a pattern of power and perception. The
primacy given to staging, planning and visu-
al framing is both formal, ceremonial, profes-
sional and unparalleled. It successfully trans-
mits and conveys non-verbal cues to the mass-
es besides giving a sleek and larger-than-life
persona, always in command, at ease and in
control. The new-age and savvy political par-
ties are not leaving anything to chance in this
hyper-saturated 24X7 media environment
which is dictated by the power of visuals and
imagery. The Opposition is yet to comprehend
this to its fullest. Remarkably, even bitter crit-
ics of the BJP were floored with rousing and
statesman-like speeches one heard from its
leaders. There were eloquent, unscripted
words laced with a higher purpose, conveying
the big picture to the entire nation in a lucid,
uplifting and scintillating manner. Sadly, the
Opposition speeches appeared merely trans-
actional and tutu-mai mai. 

Media snobbery: Another humbling fea-
ture of this election was the media. The BJP’s
disdain for the “Lutyens’ Delhi” and the
“Khan market gang” is well-known. In spite of
the relentless and stinging attacks mounted by

a large section of the media, the BJP pulled off
the perception battle on its own terms by high-
lighting its “common man’s spokesperson”
image. 

The election results neutralised and bust-
ed egos of self-styled opinion-makers in the
national capital, who once bragged to make or
break the fortunes of the ruling party by the
sheer force of their publishing ink. They have
been clearly bypassed and they need to deal
with this hard reality. On election results day,
the meltdown on the faces of television news
anchors and newly-minted YouTube activists
was relished by millions of Modi’s voters. The
loss of credibility, neutrality and fairness of the
‘erudite’ mainstream media calls for examin-
ing if the fourth estate indeed has its ear to the
ground. As if the ongoing electoral circus was
not enough, the international Press jumped into
the ring to lecture the Indian electorate on
whom to vote. Notwithstanding the unsolicit-
ed advice and unwarranted trespassing into the
ongoing sovereign democratic electoral process,
‘influential’ publications earned another round
of egg on their faces after the results for this
needless and meddlesome adventurism.

Overall, the BJP’s political communication
stood out for its highly organised, targetted
communication and one-to-one grassroots
connect with the voters. Social media lost its
novelty but it kept the electorate engaged and
entertained till the end. The deft use of polit-
ical communication — both verbal and non-
verbal — played a key role in positioning the
BJP in the minds of the electorate and con-
tributed in elevating its fortunes to a historic
high. It is never too late for the Opposition to
take a leaf or two from this exercise and reset
its communications tools to achieve both reach
and relevance among the masses.

(The writer is a seasoned communications
professional and management consultant based
in New Delhi)
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Chennai is an apt example of all
that is wrong with environment
in India. The year 2015 saw the

city reel under the worst floods expe-
rienced by the region. This year, the
city is a witness to the worst ever
drought in the recent times, prompt-
ing the Central Government to take
notice and put in emergency measures
to tackle the problem. The crisis is
quite severe as the city is left with just
two per cent of water in local reser-
voirs. Some rains would have gone a
long way towards lifting its collective
spirit but they are still elusive.

The rapid fluctuation of water
resources for this city is evident as the
city has oscillated between plenty to
scarcity within a gap of four years.

What is the reason behind these omi-
nous problems? One of the issues is the
upstream of Chennai — there is over-
exploitation of lake and groundwater
resources here as farmers use the
unsustainable flood irrigation tech-
nique for watering their fields. This in
turn adversely impacts ground water
tables. This can be avoided with the
Tamil Nadu government helping to
fund more advanced drip irrigation
systems for farmers. This, if imple-
mented on a large scale, can rejuvenate
the lakes around the city and the
groundwater table as well.

Furthermore, it is high time that
the city invests in robust, efficient and
sustainable rainwater harvesting sys-
tems that not only complement the
water table and water bodies but also
lend a helping hand in times of
scarcity. It is also crucial to find ways
to imaginatively re-use wastewater in
order to handle and regulate demand
pressures. But it is quite clear that the
city infrastructure is faced with pop-
ulation overload and this can be mit-
igated by creating economic opportu-
nities outside of Chennai so that the
pressure on the city is reduced. These

measures can prevent Chennai and
other Indian cities from continuing
their inexorable march towards ‘day
zero’ scenarios for natural resources
when the price to be paid will be more
than we can afford.

The water shortage has also been
compounded due to less rainfall,
which has been half its normal quota.
The northeast or ‘retreating’ monsoon,
which occurs in November and
December, usually accounts for more

than 60 per cent of Chennai’s annual
rainfall on which the city now pins its
earnest hopes. But right now the sit-
uation is quite grim as the city has
received zero rainfall since March and
the recent rise in temperatures has left
the city high and dry. Add to this con-
secutive drought years, which have
dried the city lakes  and led to dras-
tic drops in water tables.

The four major city reservoirs,
with a total capacity of 11.5 thousand

million cubic feet (TMC ft), have only
0.3 TMC ft of water in them. To put
things in perspective, even in 2017,
when Tamil Nadu experienced the
worst drought in 140 years due to the
failure of the monsoon, the city reser-
voirs had 0.7 TMC ft during the begin-
ning of May. Cyclone Fani, which
formed over the Bay of Bengal at the
end of April, gave some hope to the
city. However, the storm changed its
course and curved towards Odisha,
leaving Chennai high and dry again. 

Chennai requires around 850
million litres of water everyday and
studies suggest that groundwater
extraction here has been highly unsus-
tainable. In the last decade, ground-
water levels across the city have
dropped by 85 per cent. Moreover,
continued uncertainties in monsoon
rainfall owing to global warming and
other environmental triggers have
compounded people’s woes. The lakes
and reservoirs are drying up more fre-
quently, making the traditional ways
of water supply unviable for the
future. 

In order to arrest the crisis, the
Central Government, in tandem with

the State Government, must first
focus on alleviating water shortage.
Then it must strictly monitor the con-
struction industry to ensure that all
new projects are in compliance with
water harvesting systems. This must
be combined with lake and reservoir
conservation mechanisms that help in
maintaining critical levels of water
throughout the year. The Central
Government must also ensure that the
citizens have an alternate option to log
their protests regarding their woes.

Chennai’s state of affairs must not
be seen as one-off. This plight can
affect any city of India which has not
been careful with its resources. The
Government plays a pivotal role in
ensuring that this chaos does not pre-
vail across the country. The National
Green Tribunal must take cognisance
of environmental factors that con-
tribute to such circumstances. It must
ensure strict action against errant par-
ties who stress and tax the environ-
ment and even impose punitive mea-
sures. Unless strict measures are
taken,  results cannot be expected.

(The writer is an environmental
journalist)
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The BSE benchmark Sensex
ended 66 points higher

Wednesday after a highly
volatile session ahead of the US
Federal Reserve meet outcome.

After rallying nearly 400
points during the day, the BSE
gauge settled 66.40 points, or
0.17 per cent, higher at
39,112.74. The index hit an
intra-day high of 39,435.80
and a low of 38,881.05.

The broader NSE Nifty
closed almost flat at 11,691.45.
During the day, the index
touched a high of 11,802.50
and a low of 11,625.10.

Top gainers in the Sensex
pack included Tata Steel, Kotak
Bank, NTPC, HDFC twins,
PowerGrid and ONGC, rising
up to 4.60 per cent.

On the other hand, Yes
Bank, Tata Motors, Hero
MotoCorp, IndusInd Bank,
M&M, Bharti Airtel  and
Bajaj Auto fell up to 5.54 per
cent.

The domestic market
opened on a positive note fol-
lowing upbeat Asian bourses
on hopes that the US Fed
might cut rates in the near
future, said Narendra Solanki,
Head Fundamental Research

(Investment Services) - AVP
Equity Research, Anand Rathi
Shares and Stock Brokers.

Further, reports of US-
China trade talks next week
also gave a shot in the arm to
global markets, he added.

However, the markets
trimmed most of their gains
and came off the day’s highs led
by selling in PSU banks, auto
and pharma and IT sectors.

“The markets also failed to
draw any sense of relief with
the Reserve Bank of India’s
statement that it will infuse Rs
12,500 crore of liquidity into
the system through purchase of
government bonds to ease pre-
vailing liquidity conditions,”
Solanki said.

Elsewhere in Asia, Hang
Seng rallied 2.56 per cent,
Shanghai Composite Index
jumped 0.96 per cent, Nikkei
soared 1.72 per cent and Kospi
gained 1.24 per cent.

Stock exchanges in Europe
were trading on a mixed note
in early deals.

On the currency front, the
Indian rupee was flat at 69.70
against the US dollar intra-day.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, fell 0.55
per cent to USD 61.80 per bar-
rel.
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The acquisition of ShopClues
by larger rival Snapdeal is

unlikely to materialise, sources
said.

The two players were in
talks for the acquisition in an
all-stock deal. The companies
have engaged in such discus-
sions in the past as well, but this
is the first time that it has made
it to the due diligence phase.

According to sources close
to the development, there are
concerns regarding some of the
findings emerging from the
due diligence conducted by
advisory firm, Ernst & Young.

When contacted, a
Snapdeal spokesperson
declined to comment on the
status of the discussions with
ShopClues or the findings of
the due diligence report, citing
confidentiality protocols.

ShopClues too declined to
comment on the matter.

One of the persons said
fall in the number of orders to
about 25,000 a day, a high pro-
portion of orders returned by
the buyers and concerns
around accumulated liabili-
ties, potential litigation and
unquantifiable tax risks seem
to have made ShopClues an
unattractive option for
Snapdeal.

With nearly 500 employ-
ees, ShopClues could be forced
to downsize rapidly in the
coming weeks, the person
added.

Another source said
ShopClues is also exploring
options with other platforms,
even though these are in early
stages.

ShopClues, in an emailed
response, said its focus is on
innovation and efficiency that

has led to “spectacular
improvements in revenues and
economics”.

“Our recently launched
social selling platform EzoNow
has 5 lakh resellers. We have
expanded our rural offline
stores to 20 in West Bengal and
Odisha with two new ones
recently opened in Eastern UP.
Our smartship business has
crossed 10,000 orders per day
mark. Marketplace daily orders

range between 65,000-70,000 a
day,” it said.

The email added that
ShopClues has added 60 peo-
ple in the last two months.

ShopClues (which is regis-
tered as Clues Network) post-
ed losses of Rs 2.08 billion (Rs
208 crore) for the year ended
March 2018. The company -
which has raised about USD
250 million so far - focusses on
tier II and III cities.
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French auto major Renault
Wednesday made its glob-

al unveil of its compact multi-
purpose vehicle Triber here in
India, where it aims to double
total sales by 2022.

Renault Triber is the out-
come of a joint project between
Renault teams in India and
France and is the world’s first
vehicle specifically designed
for the Indian market, the
company said.

“India is a key market for
Groupe Renault. We are still
young to India, yet our ambi-
tions are high in line with our
‘Drive the Future’ strategic
plan: we aim at doubling our
sales by 2022,” Groupe Renault
Chief Executive Officer Thierry
Bolloré told reporters here.

He further said, “For that
reason, we are bringing Renault

Triber, another breakthrough
concept, targeted for India’s
core market.”

The compact multi-pur-
pose vehicle (MPV) has been
conceived, developed and pro-
duced in India, for Indian cus-
tomers first, before it is taken
to the world, Bolloré said.

“It is a real game-changer,”
he said.

Renault said it is aiming to
double the sales volume to
two lakh units annually over
the next three years in India.

Commenting on design
innovation around Triber,
Groupe Renault  Executive

Vice-President (Corporate
Design) Laurens van den Acker
said the goal was to design a car
that would transform accord-
ing to the many needs and the
many lives of customers.

“Whether they are par-
ents, lovers, a friends’ group, a
family pack, whatever their
tribe, whatever their lifestyle,
Renault Triber should adapt,”
he said. The model offers an
attractive, robust and compact
design and is re-inventing
space for all, he said.

“We are proud of our lat-
est breakthrough, which turned
a length challenge into a mir-
acle within 4 metres,” Acker
added.

The vehicle is powered by
a 1-litre petrol engine.

The Renault Triber will be
manufactured at the Chennai
plant and hit the Indian mar-
ket in the second half of 2019. 
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New Delhi (PTI): News broadcaster New Delhi Television Ltd
(NDTV) Wednesday said it will file an appeal against Sebi’s deci-
sion to impose a penalty of Rs 12 lakh on the company for fail-
ing to make timely disclosures to the stock exchanges.

NDTV, however, said it is yet to receive the penalty order
from the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi).

“The company will be filing an appeal against the said order
if and when the same is received by the company, and as per advice
received by the company, this order is likely to be set aside in
appeal,” NDTV said in a regulatory filing.

The Sebi order came after the regulator examined multi-
ple disclosure lapses by NDTV and noted non-compliance with
the substantial acquisition of shares and takeover (SAST) reg-
ulations.

The capital markets regulator noted that Indiabulls Financial
Services in January 2008 acquired 40 lakh shares of NDTV,
amounting to 6.40 per cent of the total share capital of the firm.

Further, the promoters of NDTV acquired 20.28 per cent of
the total share capital of NDTV pursuant to an open offer in July
2008, Sebi said in an order dated Jun 17.

Post the transaction, the entities were to make requisite dis-
closures to NDTV under relevant provisions of SAST norms,
while NDTV in turn was supposed to report the same to BSE
as well as NSE, it added.

Script Open High Low LTP
RPOWER 4.68 4.70 3.95 4.18
IBULHSGFIN 618.40 635.65 500.20 555.40
YESBANK 109.00 111.40 101.40 103.25
RELINFRA 44.30 46.95 37.30 42.75
RELCAPITAL 59.40 61.70 52.20 54.05
DHFL 61.80 71.55 60.00 63.05
IBREALEST 113.00 114.55 89.80 109.45
JETAIRWAYS 36.45 36.45 29.05 33.10
JISLJALEQS 25.75 26.50 18.30 19.70
SUZLON 3.74 3.74 3.30 3.35
IBVENTURES 266.00 272.40 208.75 251.55
TATAMOTORS 159.60 163.70 152.50 154.65
RELIANCE 1285.25 1301.15 1262.70 1277.50
ICICIBANK 425.00 426.00 417.40 419.90
PCJEWELLER 46.00 48.00 44.50 45.80
IRB 100.80 101.25 89.60 94.10
TATASTEEL 480.20 498.00 480.20 494.50
WIPRO 297.90 299.40 292.30 293.95
SPICEJET 139.00 139.20 128.90 130.25
PEL 1874.95 1899.00 1726.35 1742.75
SUNPHARMA 378.85 382.00 368.35 375.55
JINDALSTEL 156.80 159.75 142.95 145.45
HEG 1469.00 1472.70 1292.45 1318.95
L&TFH 118.05 120.15 107.40 109.70
INDUSINDBK 1420.50 1435.20 1371.00 1382.90
MARUTI 6499.00 6559.00 6382.00 6433.35
SBIN 343.60 345.10 335.70 338.85
ZEEL 343.80 358.15 340.70 353.20
GRAPHITE 415.95 420.00 382.80 402.25
WOCKPHARMA 377.55 378.15 335.60 344.65
TCS 2253.00 2275.00 2244.40 2259.90
INFY* 751.00 755.00 748.75 751.85
AXISBANK 782.00 789.25 763.75 771.25
BEML 859.95 864.40 777.55 786.50
PNB 75.40 76.25 74.05 75.35
KOTAKBANK 1473.20 1503.85 1473.15 1498.40
LT 1510.00 1529.15 1496.50 1505.50
DLF 174.85 179.55 171.95 176.50
VEDL 170.00 172.75 166.30 168.30
BANKBARODA 117.10 119.20 114.35 115.80
ASHOKLEY 84.50 84.70 81.80 82.85
M&M 632.00 632.00 608.00 615.25
JUSTDIAL 737.75 741.00 706.45 722.70
SRTRANSFIN 1054.95 1075.15 1041.00 1061.65
JSWSTEEL 262.00 267.60 256.00 260.35
ITC 276.00 278.90 275.50 277.35
ADANIPOWER 47.60 47.60 44.30 46.70
DBL 438.15 445.00 372.15 400.25
INDIGO 1668.95 1682.95 1590.25 1608.75
NAUKRI 2148.40 2196.65 1945.00 2015.30

HDFCBANK 2418.35 2443.40 2416.25 2429.45
UPL 1004.00 1004.00 937.65 950.50
BIOCON 244.05 252.50 242.80 251.00
POWERGRID 199.00 201.45 198.40 200.80
ISGEC 451.35 454.90 441.25 447.05
GAIL 310.00 310.95 305.00 307.90
CANFINHOME 350.00 362.00 345.70 347.55
MOTHERSUMI 125.65 127.15 123.50 125.25
BOMDYEING 107.00 108.70 98.80 101.20
BAJFINANCE 3530.00 3547.65 3500.70 3524.70
ESCORTS 540.00 546.35 519.30 523.85
IFCI 8.25 8.30 7.38 7.67
MANAPPURAM 143.80 143.80 132.80 135.55
SAIL 48.40 49.45 46.85 47.80
GRUH 294.70 297.45 279.55 281.25
IOC 157.80 157.80 152.90 154.45
DABUR 387.00 387.00 379.45 382.15
BHEL 69.00 69.50 66.45 67.60
PERSISTENT* 635.00 636.45 625.75 631.70
HDFCLIFE 443.75 444.85 435.95 437.00
HDFC 2160.00 2185.25 2158.50 2178.30
NCC 101.00 102.75 96.60 97.75
HINDALCO 193.00 196.20 188.50 190.10
ADANIPORTS 422.00 424.80 401.00 407.75
BEL 111.20 111.90 106.10 107.65
INDIACEM 95.80 96.40 90.00 92.20
IDEA 12.20 12.22 11.14 11.44
DISHTV 27.15 27.90 26.20 27.10
TITAN 1285.60 1287.45 1258.90 1274.70
GRANULES 91.65 99.90 90.20 93.30
CGPOWER 28.50 28.70 26.45 27.30
DMART 1341.00 1355.10 1317.60 1334.65
STRTECH 181.55 181.75 172.20 175.20
ICICIPRULI 364.00 368.90 361.80 365.30
J&KBANK 35.30 36.10 33.50 34.50
HINDUNILVR 1810.35 1823.65 1802.35 1811.50
BANKINDIA 84.55 85.70 81.90 82.55
PHILIPCARB 123.85 124.95 108.80 114.05
COALINDIA 260.00 262.40 255.30 257.35

SRF 3027.00 3044.25 2937.25 2976.00
ICICIGI 1132.00 1170.00 1117.60 1152.40
JPASSOCIAT 2.92 2.92 2.67 2.67
EDELWEISS 173.70 176.65 169.00 170.40
CANBK 263.00 265.15 255.00 257.70
NATIONALUM 48.40 48.80 46.90 47.60
BBTC 1030.65 1043.00 943.00 989.95
SUNTECK 447.40 458.85 432.25 442.55
HINDPETRO 302.00 302.70 291.40 295.90
TECHM 742.90 744.35 729.55 735.85
BHARTIARTL 351.00 351.00 334.80 341.75
IDFCFIRSTB 41.70 41.80 39.85 40.45
ABCAPITAL 91.55 92.45 87.85 89.85
KTKBANK 102.00 103.50 99.80 100.95
CHOLAFIN 292.50 293.25 278.10 283.35
M&MFIN 404.90 409.30 383.70 388.65
AUROPHARMA 627.80 627.80 607.85 612.65
NBCC 56.60 57.80 55.10 56.55
UNIONBANK 74.50 75.15 71.85 72.45
GODREJPROP 924.80 948.25 920.25 930.50
RAYMOND 781.00 788.05 729.00 740.10
AVANTI 358.00 370.25 354.10 361.25
RBLBANK 633.90 639.00 621.00 623.15
UJJIVAN 333.00 340.60 317.50 322.75
HEXAWARE 365.00 368.15 360.50 364.95
ASIANPAINT 1390.80 1396.80 1371.90 1381.75
HEROMOTOCO 2673.75 2673.75 2575.00 2607.40
BANDHANBNK 562.10 562.85 537.00 542.95
DELTACORP 190.25 191.80 177.70 180.10
STAR 415.45 416.15 390.80 395.80
LUPIN 710.00 711.50 697.30 703.45
RAIN 99.10 100.20 94.00 95.55
INFIBEAM 43.85 44.95 42.90 43.65
KSCL 453.20 455.20 430.00 450.20
FSL 51.00 51.20 47.30 47.80
MFSL 420.00 425.30 402.85 413.50
PFC 129.60 132.45 128.40 130.50
ORIENTBANK 93.50 94.40 89.55 90.95
WESTLIFE 304.60 317.60 290.00 292.30
VOLTAS 599.95 613.80 599.95 609.70
SPARC 123.80 124.00 116.60 119.50
FORTIS 131.10 133.50 130.70 132.75
TATAMTRDVR 77.90 78.85 74.10 75.05
BHARATFORG 438.95 443.00 430.55 434.70
APOLLOHOSP 1359.00 1382.45 1342.00 1352.20
ONGC 165.70 169.10 164.75 167.35
JAICORPLTD 103.45 104.60 98.50 99.80
FEDERALBNK 105.85 106.20 103.80 104.20
JSWENERGY 67.00 68.15 64.90 65.60
NMDC 107.00 109.35 107.00 108.05
AMBUJACEM 210.20 212.45 205.35 206.45
NTPC 133.00 135.20 132.20 134.60
GNFC 244.65 249.20 235.00 238.10
MGL 867.95 867.95 842.00 860.95
CADILAHC 231.00 238.70 231.00 237.85
SIEMENS 1260.00 1292.00 1230.25 1269.65
VENKYS 1770.00 1805.35 1680.00 1702.40
ACC 1530.00 1539.95 1486.20 1493.15
TATAPOWER 64.90 65.35 63.20 63.55
LICHSGFIN 541.00 556.15 533.90 540.50
TVSMOTOR 456.00 457.45 436.65 441.00
PNBHOUSING 785.20 793.00 718.85 763.90
APOLLOTYRE 193.95 195.75 186.95 189.10
HFCL 20.40 20.60 19.65 20.05
CEATLTD 911.10 918.85 888.20 897.95
GODREJCP 673.50 677.55 657.00 663.65
GLENMARK 533.80 533.80 505.30 509.55
GMRINFRA 14.85 15.05 14.05 14.80
TORNTPHARM 1521.25 1523.80 1479.35 1497.00
LAKSHVILAS 61.40 62.30 54.35 54.70
BATAINDIA 1403.95 1407.60 1382.25 1396.80
CENTURYTEX 950.60 961.25 907.20 926.50
IGL 341.40 343.15 332.35 335.20
BAJAJFINSV 8260.00 8306.05 8195.20 8254.60
RECLTD 154.05 157.30 153.50 154.95
TATAELXSI 874.25 875.50 846.00 849.35
TATAGLOBAL 248.75 250.00 243.50 245.20
PETRONET 233.45 237.90 233.45 235.25
BRITANNIA 2869.65 2905.20 2850.00 2875.60
DRREDDY 2590.00 2590.70 2538.10 2550.60
TATACHEM 625.45 625.45 605.20 609.90
RADICO 270.50 280.00 263.45 269.35
PTC 65.85 65.95 64.75 64.90
BAJAJ-AUTO 2873.05 2880.95 2804.00 2821.75
GRASIM 883.00 887.00 873.50 881.65
FORCEMOT 1402.00 1409.70 1366.00 1374.25
NOCIL 119.20 120.00 114.30 115.35
HAVELLS 779.90 788.00 779.15 783.90
SHK 129.80 140.00 109.15 137.60
SOUTHBANK 13.34 13.50 13.01 13.09
ADANITRANS 226.60 226.60 204.40 211.50
SYNGENE 323.30 324.50 315.90 317.75
MUTHOOTFIN 623.90 628.95 600.65 608.85
TV18BRDCST 25.90 26.00 23.65 23.85
EQUITAS 135.80 136.00 130.80 131.75
GODREJAGRO 512.80 512.80 498.35 499.30
SYNDIBANK 36.00 36.55 35.10 36.00
AMARAJABAT 601.75 604.75 576.20 582.00
JBCHEPHARM 378.05 383.00 375.30 380.05
WELCORP 140.00 141.30 135.65 136.35
SUNTV 525.20 531.40 513.95 519.50
GODREJIND 458.00 459.70 443.00 449.10
ULTRACEMCO 4549.80 4559.10 4435.00 4490.60
BALKRISIND 746.00 747.95 733.10 739.70
EXIDEIND 201.00 201.95 195.80 196.20
JUBLFOOD 1280.00 1288.10 1252.85 1259.70
CHAMBLFERT 177.90 178.60 171.10 174.95
INTELLECT 271.45 271.45 264.40 266.00
MEGH 62.30 62.75 60.30 61.15

INDIANB 261.10 262.50 249.80 252.90
BPCL 385.25 386.00 376.35 379.35
ALBK 40.45 40.65 38.90 39.65
PIDILITIND 1244.00 1261.80 1236.20 1244.90
OBEROIRLTY 527.00 536.00 523.00 534.40
ITI 87.75 87.75 84.20 84.70
AJANTPHARM 945.00 947.05 910.40 923.05
RCF 58.45 58.75 56.15 56.85
DCMSHRIRAM 486.10 514.00 486.00 497.30
PIIND 1216.90 1229.30 1173.40 1192.00
VGUARD 235.40 240.45 235.40 236.75
DEEPAKNI 281.00 283.00 272.65 275.05
IDBI 34.85 35.25 33.60 34.00
SBILIFE 704.00 708.95 690.00 697.80
BHARATFIN 895.75 903.60 856.25 867.15
CIPLA 549.95 552.00 532.30 533.50
WHIRLPOOL 1533.00 1548.65 1509.25 1517.20
HSCL 110.05 110.45 105.00 106.15
ADANIGREEN 41.25 41.80 38.60 39.65
JCHAC 1700.00 1717.60 1657.00 1662.75
JINDALSAW 81.70 82.30 77.95 78.40
LINDEINDIA 515.00 529.90 499.60 501.10
TATACOFFEE 80.50 82.50 75.05 77.00
RAJESHEXPO 691.00 707.20 691.00 696.70
ASHOKA 139.90 140.70 133.00 134.00
HCLTECH 1090.00 1095.80 1078.30 1085.20
NAVINFLUOR 748.00 750.00 716.95 724.90
PVR 1662.10 1687.85 1625.05 1638.50
AUBANK 685.00 695.40 666.00 681.30
JAMNAAUTO 53.20 53.85 52.75 53.15
CASTROLIND 142.00 142.10 138.00 138.40
VIPIND 474.00 478.00 456.20 458.85
RCOM 1.27 1.31 1.27 1.27
TRENT 396.55 417.15 396.35 414.75
DIVISLAB 1550.00 1553.80 1533.60 1540.95
OMAXE 202.35 202.35 199.90 200.20
COROMANDEL 409.25 412.40 404.50 408.20
TRIDENT 62.50 63.90 62.45 63.60
EMAMILTD 324.80 324.80 315.00 318.60
EICHERMOT 19840.00 20081.30 19700.00 19783.25
JUBILANT 483.95 485.00 468.00 469.75
HINDCOPPER 40.20 40.30 38.10 38.50
REDINGTON 109.90 113.00 106.80 110.65
DCBBANK 223.55 227.65 221.45 223.50
KEI 447.00 455.05 439.45 440.90
BDL 309.95 322.30 305.30 311.30
GSFC 95.65 97.30 93.05 93.60
AKZOINDIA 1776.75 1790.00 1700.00 1764.00
LTI 1759.10 1759.60 1729.80 1732.40
HUDCO 39.90 40.00 38.25 38.60
KAJARIACER 582.50 582.90 568.60 576.65
MCX 797.90 806.40 793.20 799.80
DCAL 226.00 227.30 216.30 220.15
ABFRL 203.00 207.00 196.50 198.30
WABAG 309.05 314.00 305.00 308.40
ABB 1545.00 1562.30 1540.70 1551.95
GUJFLUORO 1018.15 1018.85 969.50 1002.35
IDFC 35.05 35.25 33.60 34.35
CONCOR 527.30 537.80 527.30 531.40
SREINFRA 19.80 20.00 17.00 17.90
RNAM 220.10 220.85 219.50 219.65
IFBIND 785.35 788.60 755.85 759.90
FRETAIL 468.00 478.00 452.45 459.60
SYMPHONY 1200.00 1264.00 1199.85 1251.25
FCONSUMER 40.10 40.10 37.75 37.95
GODFRYPHLP 860.00 881.95 850.50 858.70
BERGEPAINT 320.00 321.00 313.50 316.10
WELSPUNIND 56.10 56.75 55.60 56.45
CUMMINSIND 738.65 742.00 730.50 737.00
PAGEIND 20247.90 20424.35 20100.00 20355.65
JMFINANCIL 86.00 86.25 81.50 81.90
KEC 323.65 323.65 310.95 314.65
JKTYRE 76.15 76.75 74.10 74.30
FLFL 444.00 444.00 430.60 438.05
MAHABANK 15.60 15.90 14.40 14.60
SADBHAV 258.00 260.40 251.75 257.95
COLPAL 1146.10 1157.85 1140.00 1145.40
INOXLEISUR 329.10 333.70 319.65 325.15
GREAVESCOT 142.65 144.60 141.00 143.60
CENTURYPLY 161.15 162.50 155.25 160.45
SWANENERGY 104.50 104.85 103.30 104.35
HEIDELBERG 195.70 196.40 181.60 184.40
UFLEX 242.65 243.30 235.10 235.95
INFRATEL 269.75 273.15 267.00 272.10
CUB 214.70 216.00 210.00 211.85
NESTLEIND 11500.00 11644.95 11464.50 11613.85
ENGINERSIN 115.10 115.25 111.20 112.90
NAVKARCORP 29.55 30.75 27.50 28.60
ISEC 218.25 221.10 210.10 216.40
FINCABLES 450.45 450.65 445.00 449.10
HSIL 255.00 255.35 236.40 238.45
NHPC 24.60 24.70 24.15 24.50
HINDZINC 234.55 235.15 230.25 231.90
GUJGAS 183.00 184.00 175.35 176.15
FINOLEXIND 503.05 504.50 500.00 500.30
PRESTIGE 266.15 267.50 263.95 265.85
MRPL 59.10 59.65 58.65 59.05
CROMPTON 232.15 233.80 225.05 229.25
STARCEMENT 121.20 126.60 120.00 122.95
NATCOPHARM 516.80 519.10 507.75 509.50
REPCOHOME 367.00 370.00 355.20 358.05
NLCINDIA 64.00 64.65 61.75 62.75
BAJAJHLDNG 3534.00 3624.95 3534.00 3587.45
SONATSOFTW 348.15 348.15 342.35 345.35
DEEPAKFERT 127.90 130.40 123.40 124.15
ALLCARGO 104.15 105.05 96.45 100.70
EIDPARRY 170.00 172.50 164.10 166.55
MARICO 366.40 369.40 362.80 363.95
CENTRALBK 22.50 22.70 21.85 21.95

VBL 904.95 924.35 885.60 891.05
FORBESCO 1850.00 1870.00 1742.00 1750.35
SOMANYCERA 432.20 432.20 415.00 428.05
JSL 34.35 35.00 31.65 32.25
TAKE 130.00 131.45 120.20 121.65
SANOFI 5425.20 5432.20 5400.00 5413.00
APLAPOLLO 1563.60 1569.00 1498.60 1514.55
RALLIS 147.00 147.00 143.00 144.50
AEGISLOG 223.05 225.50 213.30 215.30
ALKEM 1785.00 1796.60 1725.75 1742.85
HIMATSEIDE 173.85 173.95 165.50 166.30
OIL 173.70 174.40 171.85 172.70
VINATIORGA 2120.50 2147.00 2097.00 2108.55
LALPATHLAB 1106.00 1111.25 1070.00 1103.50
MMTC 23.70 23.90 22.65 22.90
ASTERDM 136.00 138.75 134.20 137.80
LTTS 1732.00 1747.95 1725.15 1730.65
IPCALAB 914.50 914.50 900.25 901.35
UBL 1357.50 1361.30 1340.95 1348.50
BLUESTARCO 761.65 797.50 760.00 776.70
NIITTECH 1327.35 1327.35 1300.00 1302.40
ATUL 4026.40 4038.90 3955.90 3976.50
THERMAX 1062.85 1073.50 1035.75 1055.95
KRBL 326.30 328.20 313.70 315.90
MINDAIND 325.00 328.90 311.90 313.85
RAMCOCEM 793.50 801.20 782.45 790.15
SUVEN 266.80 268.75 264.75 266.75
CYIENT 542.00 554.40 542.00 549.05
ASTRAZEN 1902.45 1935.45 1861.05 1902.05
PNCINFRA 205.00 205.10 194.10 194.80
UCOBANK 19.20 19.35 17.90 18.10
INDHOTEL 149.00 149.00 146.45 146.65
GUJALKALI 508.20 514.25 499.95 501.00
TEJASNET 160.00 165.00 155.20 157.75
GEPIL 850.00 853.30 831.00 835.65
BLISSGVS 158.00 158.65 152.05 152.50
MAHSCOOTER 4450.75 4532.00 4384.00 4419.10
NH 226.25 231.40 224.00 227.80
SCHNEIDER 90.45 91.10 87.55 88.35
SHANKARA 467.00 479.75 464.00 468.70
BAJAJELEC 506.10 512.00 500.00 504.55
CENTRUM 27.25 27.25 26.45 26.95
TATACOMM 503.20 506.25 496.60 499.85
PRSMJOHNSN 92.10 92.35 90.15 90.35
SOBHA 558.00 563.00 549.95 554.50
MPHASIS 966.10 982.00 964.80 975.70
MOIL 150.80 152.15 148.20 150.05
COFFEEDAY 220.80 221.20 210.30 213.40
THOMASCOOK 219.00 219.00 211.70 213.65
BALMLAWRIE 187.00 187.50 181.00 181.70
ANDHRABANK 24.15 24.15 22.80 23.20
ORIENTCEM 111.00 115.00 107.45 108.80
GICHSGFIN 246.85 247.70 239.00 241.05
PGHL 3951.00 4000.00 3943.50 3958.10
BIRLACORPN 613.10 616.65 582.10 585.20
QUESS 599.80 599.80 569.50 574.80
GLAXO 1245.45 1250.15 1235.30 1243.55
JKLAKSHMI 350.00 350.00 331.55 332.35
TORNTPOWER 246.35 247.10 243.00 244.20
ADVENZYMES 173.00 173.00 167.00 169.20
SJVN 25.00 25.00 24.35 24.60
KANSAINER 448.20 458.95 445.60 455.75
IEX 145.15 146.00 141.00 141.30
MRF 54625.00 54902.10 54370.05 54493.25
GREENPLY 163.00 165.00 153.10 163.60
CRISIL 1415.50 1420.00 1377.30 1406.95
SUNDRMFAST 532.05 540.00 532.05 536.45
TNPL 180.10 180.10 169.95 171.45
BOSCHLTD 16415.55 16480.00 16230.00 16258.45
ASTRAL 1334.60 1334.65 1270.05 1278.10
JKCEMENT 1002.00 1007.25 990.00 994.30
BASF 1358.15 1366.35 1308.00 1318.15
MOTILALOFS 694.00 694.70 678.35 681.10
CARBORUNIV 332.85 335.80 327.80 334.60
AARTIIND 1744.60 1749.10 1715.00 1717.65
JSLHISAR 74.75 76.35 73.50 73.95
KNRCON 285.45 290.00 283.00 288.45
APLLTD 479.55 483.00 468.00 469.50
LUXIND 1413.00 1413.00 1255.00 1260.45
JYOTHYLAB 162.00 162.00 157.00 160.10
CHENNPETRO 209.85 211.05 207.35 207.90
GALAXYSURF 1187.80 1204.00 1181.10 1194.30
LAXMIMACH 5225.35 5314.00 5100.00 5167.35
IBULISL 201.55 201.55 191.60 191.60

CARERATING 946.65 946.65 918.00 920.00
GSPL 184.85 184.85 178.55 180.35
SCI 29.10 29.20 28.75 29.00
MAGMA 130.00 131.45 129.15 131.10
LAURUSLABS 338.20 338.70 329.00 330.35
GICRE 210.20 210.20 206.00 206.75
TTKPRESTIG 6749.40 6749.40 6525.00 6562.30
TIMKEN 669.00 678.00 658.50 660.65
SUDARSCHEM 317.50 322.55 310.50 313.85
HERITGFOOD 409.00 409.85 398.00 406.80
NESCO 558.65 567.30 552.60 553.75
GHCL 239.30 242.15 234.65 235.35
PARAGMILK 245.00 245.00 242.70 243.90
SHRIRAMCIT 1439.40 1445.30 1359.05 1363.90
TEAMLEASE 2950.00 3032.00 2920.00 2935.25
LEMONTREE 67.30 68.15 66.60 67.25
ITDCEM 105.95 107.50 102.90 104.35
FDC 175.25 175.60 172.00 173.60
GULFOILLUB 888.25 903.90 888.20 895.65
CAPPL 403.00 418.55 402.10 404.30
SUPREMEIND 1055.85 1055.85 1039.00 1049.25
COCHINSHIP 387.00 388.60 377.60 378.75
MONSANTO 2268.00 2268.00 2190.75 2219.65
INOXWIND 66.60 67.00 64.00 65.50
GESHIP* 268.00 268.25 265.00 266.00
MINDTREE 972.40 972.75 970.00 971.55
THYROCARE 470.00 474.50 461.65 467.90
MAHLIFE 418.00 421.40 399.15 409.50
MHRIL 223.70 225.95 222.10 224.50
SHREECEM 20649.00 20649.00 20305.95 20423.90
LAOPALA 188.95 189.20 183.05 186.30
TIINDIA 385.25 387.60 380.00 381.30
GDL 134.90 134.90 126.90 127.20
NETWORK18 27.50 28.10 26.35 27.10
PHOENIXLTD 638.95 655.45 636.25 651.20
SOLARINDS 1200.00 1208.40 1160.05 1166.75
APARINDS 605.55 609.80 565.00 575.00
OFSS 3263.75 3270.00 3194.00 3205.15
ASAHIINDIA 222.00 222.00 219.00 219.00
KPRMILL 617.00 626.00 615.75 620.05
DHANUKA 389.95 396.15 385.15 388.00
MINDACORP 109.10 109.50 105.25 106.15
ERIS 488.80 501.20 475.00 499.30
TIMETECHNO 96.30 96.30 92.90 93.45
IOB 11.63 11.70 11.40 11.44
PFIZER 3151.10 3165.00 3138.80 3158.80
TATAMETALI 602.90 609.90 599.00 606.00
BAJAJCON 322.80 326.80 320.25 323.50
ITDC 266.95 266.95 250.10 256.30
ECLERX 874.00 874.00 854.55 864.75
GPPL 82.40 83.30 80.10 83.10
KALPATPOWR 510.45 516.00 500.05 506.05
INDOSTAR 379.25 379.25 355.60 360.20
DBCORP 191.40 193.00 184.70 189.70
RELAXO 847.25 847.25 830.05 835.00
BAYERCROP 3430.00 3430.00 3276.00 3293.35
MAHINDCIE 226.70 226.80 222.90 226.00
TVTODAY 259.30 259.95 247.95 249.10
NIACL 153.65 153.90 151.50 152.05
CCL 257.50 257.60 254.50 256.00
UNITEDBNK 10.05 10.10 9.75 9.80
SIS 938.75 944.00 898.00 930.70
3MINDIA 22138.80 22500.00 22000.00 22004.55
ZENSARTECH 251.10 254.10 247.00 250.00
ABBOTINDIA 8550.00 8554.00 8440.70 8476.85
TATAINVEST 863.00 865.70 850.70 852.00
GRINDWELL 575.50 579.00 571.00 573.85
NAVNETEDUL 109.00 109.00 105.10 105.15
GMDCLTD 73.25 73.30 71.95 72.05
JAGRAN 104.75 105.80 104.40 105.45
ENDURANCE 1189.50 1200.00 1180.50 1184.40
SHARDACROP 340.45 344.45 331.00 332.35
RATNAMANI 967.50 974.70 964.00 966.50
EVEREADY 75.00 75.90 73.80 73.80
HAL 687.75 687.75 675.00 676.55
CORPBANK 23.00 23.15 22.50 22.60
MAHLOG 495.00 495.00 485.00 489.25
EIHOTEL 166.70 169.00 166.70 168.40
SHOPERSTOP 474.65 476.40 471.75 476.15
PGHH 10667.00 10728.40 10626.75 10684.05
TRITURBINE 106.70 106.90 104.95 105.25
NILKAMAL 1213.00 1213.00 1199.00 1200.95
SHILPAMED 340.30 340.30 331.90 333.05
TVSSRICHAK 1868.25 1894.85 1855.10 1868.95
GILLETTE 7403.55 7408.25 7201.00 7302.60
MAXINDIA 64.95 64.95 63.35 63.60
NBVENTURES* 97.05 97.05 93.25 94.15
HONAUT 25086.05 25086.30 24760.00 24883.25
CERA 2930.85 2940.00 2901.70 2917.45
SKFINDIA 1956.70 1972.40 1956.15 1971.25
SUNCLAYLTD 2495.00 2495.00 2375.75 2411.00
GSKCONS 7690.05 7690.05 7618.00 7646.60
ZYDUSWELL 1354.75 1357.00 1324.55 1328.50
ESSELPRO 129.70 129.75 129.10 129.25
ELGIEQUIP 262.05 263.95 259.25 261.60
GET&D 230.00 235.70 230.00 233.65
VTL 1084.00 1084.00 1075.00 1078.70
WABCOINDIA 6113.60 6120.00 6102.05 6102.05
AIAENG 1707.00 1707.05 1679.15 1685.50
BLUEDART 2715.05 2726.50 2660.00 2688.15
SCHAEFFLER 4830.00 4841.00 4780.25 4798.50
MANPASAND 28.00 28.00 28.00 28.00
SUPPETRO 202.85 206.05 200.70 200.80
KIOCL 120.70 123.05 119.90 121.40
VMART 2326.60 2326.90 2227.40 2239.75
GAYAPROJ 160.00 160.75 158.35 159.50
SUPRAJIT 201.75 201.75 199.15 199.40
SFL 1275.00 1298.65 1275.00 1275.00
CHOLAHLDNG 475.10 495.95 475.10 489.90

�������	

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 11744.45 11802.50 11625.10 11691.45 -0.05
TATASTEEL 482.10 498.40 482.10 497.80 25.50
ZEEL 341.25 358.20 340.50 356.80 17.45
KOTAKBANK 1473.00 1504.80 1471.90 1502.00 40.15
NTPC 132.50 135.25 132.50 134.85 2.45
TITAN 1280.00 1288.00 1257.65 1274.40 16.90
HDFC 2160.05 2186.40 2158.55 2180.90 27.90
POWERGRID 198.10 201.50 198.00 200.00 2.20
ITC 275.70 278.90 275.60 277.65 2.55
HDFCBANK 2427.00 2444.90 2416.70 2435.45 18.20
ONGC 166.80 169.10 164.60 167.25 1.10
INFRATEL 269.40 273.00 267.00 271.55 1.45
BAJFINANCE 3539.00 3548.00 3500.10 3526.65 17.35
TCS 2255.00 2276.00 2243.15 2261.20 10.35
VEDL 170.55 172.90 166.30 168.85 0.75
GRASIM 883.00 888.40 872.85 883.10 3.45
HINDUNILVR 1816.80 1824.95 1802.00 1814.05 4.45
INFY 752.50 755.40 748.60 751.95 1.80
ASIANPAINT 1382.00 1396.40 1372.00 1381.50 1.45
EICHERMOT 19830.00 20099.00 19700.00 19750.00 18.15
RELIANCE 1286.90 1302.00 1262.60 1282.00 1.00
HINDALCO 192.25 196.25 188.40 190.00 0.05
LT 1513.95 1530.00 1497.00 1505.00 -0.30
BRITANNIA 2872.00 2904.50 2850.00 2865.00 -2.25
GAIL 310.00 311.00 304.75 307.60 -0.45
BAJAJFINSV 8285.00 8310.00 8191.30 8229.95 -16.30
ICICIBANK 423.75 426.00 417.35 421.10 -1.05
ULTRACEMCO 4537.70 4560.00 4432.90 4499.00 -12.45
AXISBANK 780.80 789.00 763.35 773.20 -2.55
SBIN 343.10 345.20 335.50 338.70 -1.35
HCLTECH 1090.10 1096.60 1077.80 1083.45 -6.15
JSWSTEEL 264.00 267.65 256.00 262.00 -1.55
MARUTI 6485.00 6560.65 6380.00 6389.95 -49.05
SUNPHARMA 380.00 382.10 368.15 375.40 -3.05
TECHM 742.00 744.30 729.55 735.15 -6.40
BAJAJ-AUTO 2870.00 2884.00 2803.00 2822.95 -32.65
M&M 629.85 632.35 608.00 618.00 -7.90
COALINDIA 260.50 262.60 255.15 256.70 -3.65
BHARTIARTL 346.50 348.00 334.30 340.20 -4.95
WIPRO 299.00 299.20 292.15 293.30 -4.70
DRREDDY 2584.00 2590.85 2537.50 2549.00 -42.25
BPCL 385.65 386.75 376.10 378.05 -7.50
TATAMOTORS 160.00 163.75 152.50 155.00 -3.30
IOC 155.95 157.55 152.80 154.35 -3.30
HEROMOTOCO2680.00 2680.00 2572.55 2610.00 -57.80
CIPLA 550.60 551.90 532.55 533.30 -14.30
INDUSINDBK 1424.80 1439.00 1370.10 1371.00 -38.00
ADANIPORTS 423.50 424.85 400.70 407.40 -14.00
UPL 1003.00 1005.85 936.90 953.00 -46.70
YESBANK 109.00 111.45 101.30 103.95 -5.35
IBULHSGFIN 620.00 635.80 487.85 558.00 -51.80

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 26809.90 26893.75 26411.90 26551.80 -153.20
BIOCON 244.20 252.50 242.70 250.35 7.15
NMDC 107.60 109.45 107.30 108.00 2.70
ICICIPRULI 361.70 367.65 361.40 366.00 6.30
PGHH 10545.00 10750.00 10545.00 10699.00 178.50
CADILAHC 232.10 239.00 231.80 237.80 3.85
DLF 174.90 179.50 171.80 176.50 2.80
SRTRANSFIN 1055.75 1075.45 1041.05 1060.05 16.10
ICICIGI 1130.25 1170.00 1117.50 1147.00 17.45
ABB 1543.00 1563.95 1540.00 1558.00 18.40
HAVELLS 775.15 788.00 775.15 783.65 9.20
PETRONET 234.85 237.90 233.55 235.45 2.05
CONCOR 529.00 538.90 527.45 531.80 4.35
MOTHERSUMI 125.30 127.15 123.55 125.35 0.95
PAGEIND 20230.35 20429.15 20100.00 20380.00 149.65
SIEMENS 1263.90 1292.00 1229.00 1266.50 7.80
NHPC 24.50 24.80 24.10 24.65 0.15
UBL 1345.00 1362.15 1340.35 1351.00 7.85
PIDILITIND 1241.05 1262.60 1236.00 1244.65 6.85
COLPAL 1146.45 1157.85 1138.35 1146.35 4.45
BAJAJHLDNG 3590.00 3626.00 3542.40 3573.90 8.80
HINDZINC 232.80 235.35 230.10 231.95 0.35
SAIL 48.85 49.45 46.80 47.70 0.05
MRF 54700.00 54931.80 54326.00 54560.00 -59.80
DIVISLAB 1550.00 1554.85 1533.30 1540.05 -2.95
SHREECEM 20574.50 20648.95 20300.00 20480.00 -58.80
MARICO 366.75 369.40 362.50 363.65 -1.40
BANKBARODA 118.00 119.20 114.30 116.00 -0.50
HDFCAMC 1805.10 1834.00 1780.05 1800.00 -9.10
DMART 1345.00 1356.00 1318.00 1335.00 -7.00
NIACL 153.00 153.80 151.50 152.90 -1.10
HDFCLIFE 443.00 445.20 436.10 438.55 -3.15
LUPIN 710.90 712.00 697.20 703.40 -5.60
BOSCHLTD 16510.40 16540.15 16212.10 16295.00 -143.40
ASHOKLEY 84.15 84.80 81.75 82.90 -0.75
BHEL 69.00 69.45 66.40 67.70 -0.90
GICRE 210.15 210.15 206.00 206.90 -2.95
GODREJCP 672.05 678.15 657.00 661.65 -10.40
OFSS 3274.90 3274.90 3195.00 3210.00 -51.00
DABUR 387.00 387.00 379.10 381.15 -6.55
AMBUJACEM 211.25 212.45 205.30 206.40 -3.60
HINDPETRO 301.85 303.00 291.20 296.00 -5.70
AUROPHARMA 626.00 626.50 607.50 610.15 -12.10
SBILIFE 706.00 709.00 686.25 689.85 -14.20
ACC 1535.00 1539.95 1487.10 1489.50 -36.00
BANDHANBNK 560.40 562.75 536.60 545.00 -13.65
MCDOWELL-N 537.50 538.70 511.25 521.00 -14.30
INDIGO 1673.95 1683.00 1590.15 1615.10 -47.55
IDEA 11.95 12.25 11.10 11.35 -0.60
L&TFH 118.40 120.10 107.35 109.80 -7.25
PEL 1890.00 1899.35 1725.75 1745.00 -126.20
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US President Donald Trump
formally launched his 2020

re-election campaign with a
jam-packed rally in Florida on
Tuesday, urging his supporters
to “keep this team in place” for
four more years as he vowed to
“Keep America Great”.

The 73-year-old real estate
investor-turned-politician, who
became the 45th President of
the United States of America in
2017, told a crowd of 20,000
people in Orlando that the
economy of the US under him
has become “the envy of the
world”.

Trump said his victory three
years ago was a “defining
moment in American history”
and vowed to maintain his
‘America First’ policy as he
touched the hallmarks of his
2016 campaign, hard-line
immigration policies and
defence spending.

He said that the country has
made significant progress dur-
ing his presidency and all that
is at risk if he were to be defeat-
ed in the presidential elections
next year.

Unveiling a theme of ‘Keep
America Great’, Trump in a
speech that lasted 79 minutes
exuded confidence of winning
the general elections. In his 2016
election campaign, he had pop-
ularised the slogan ‘make amer-
ica great again’.

Addressing his supporters
who filled the Orlando’s Amway
Center, brimming with enthu-
siasm for the President, Trump
said, “We’re going to keep on
going. We’re going to keep on
fighting and we’re going to keep
on winning, winning, winning”.

Nearly two dozen
Democratic leaders are aspiring
to contest against him in the
November 2020 presidential
elections. The winner of the
Democratic primary beginning

early next year would get to
challenge him. Vice President
Mike Pence and the entire First
Family along with First Lady
Melania Trump were on the
stage during his speech.

Trump also asked his out-
going press secretary Sarah
Sanders to address the enthusi-
astic crowd. Trump is seeking
her to run for the Governor of
Arizona. “We’re going to miss
her,” Trump said, calling her “a
warrior”.

Amidst chants of “four
more years” from his support-
ers, Trump announced his 2020
re-election campaign to com-
plete his unfinished agenda.

In his speech, Trump
accused Democrats of pushing
socialism and vowed, “America
will never be a socialist country”.
He said he has kept his promis-
es to the American people and
pledged, “I will never, ever let
you down”.

“Nobody has done what we

have done in two-and-a-half
years,” he said, citing his eco-
nomic policies as a major
accomplishment.

Complaining about special
counsel Robert Mueller’s inves-
tigation, Trump said that he has
been under siege for years.

“No president should ever
have to go through this again,”
he said.

Trump accused Democrats
and the media of conducting “a
witch hunt” to “take down our
incredible movement”.

He also mentioned
Supreme Court Justice Brett
Kavanaugh’s difficult confir-
mation hearing and said, “They
tried to destroy him with false
and malicious accusations...
They tried to ruin his life”.

Trump claimed that
Democrats want to take the
country back to the past. But,
“We are not going back,” he
asserted.

Citing the new trade deal

with Mexico and Canada as one
of his accomplishments, Trump
said his administration has
reduced the price of prescription
drugs and made progress in the
fight against opioid addiction.

He also railed against sanc-
tuary cities and said no one who
supports sanctuary cities should
be allowed to run for president.

Continuing with his usual
stump remarks against the
media and fake news, Trump
said with his election in 2016,
voters not only transferred
power from one party to anoth-
er, but back to the people.

“Many times, I said we
would drain the swamp, and
that’s exactly what we’re doing
now,” he said.

John Santos from the
Democratic National
Committee said that his party
will continue to call him out on
his failures and broken promis-
es to the American people.

“From healthcare and
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immigration reform, to gun
control and the Muslim ban,
Trump’s actions have made life
more difficult for South Asians.
The Democratic Party is com-
mitted to mobilising South

Asian voters to deny Trump a
second chance at implementing
his regressive policies,” Santos
told PTI.

“New campaign, same bro-
ken promises. Voters heard

nothing new tonight. It’s been
the same thing for the past two
and a half years. One broken
promise after another,” said
DNC Deputy War Room
Director Daniel Wessel.
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Amidst reports that the IMF
has reached a multi-billion

dollar bailout package with
cash-strapped Pakistan, the
United States is seeking “con-
ditionality” in the new financial
aid from the global lender.

Pakistan last month
reached an agreement with the
Washington-headquartered
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) for a USD 6 billion
bailout package aimed at
shoring up its finances and
strengthening a slowing econ-
omy as tries to overcome a bal-
looning balance-of-payments
crisis.

The US has serious reser-
vations over global lenders like
the IMF providing a bailout to
Pakistan to pay off Chinese
debts. “There is a discussion
about the conditionality what
we think would be appropriate
for an IMF package to
Pakistan,” according to Senior
State Department official
(South and Central Asian
Affairs) Alice G Wells.

Responding to questions
from lawmakers during a
Congressional hearing last
week, she told House Foreign
Affairs Subcommittee for Asia,
the Pacific and
Nonproliferation that while
the US has not seen the IMF
package yet, there has been an
agreement reached between
the IMF and government of
Pakistan. 

“But certainly, we have
communicated our strong
views and Secretary (Mike)
Pompeo has also done so pub-
licly on the need for any pack-
age to include a real structur-
al reform to reinforce...” Wells
said when Congressman Brad
Sherman said it looks like that
the IMF loan is going through.

“Does treasury just do
what they want for checking off
some economic boxes or since
this is the single most impor-
tant thing we do with regard to
Pakistan do they listen to you?”
he asked.

However, Wells ruled out
any effort to block IMF loan to
Pakistan until the release of Dr

Shakeel Afridi, the Pakistan
doctor who is currently in a jail
on the charges of helping CIA
to find Osama bin Laden.

“We believe Dr Afridi is
being held wrongly, inappro-
priately. With Congress’s help,
we have withheld USD 130 mil-
lion in assistance to Pakistan
already as a result of his incar-
ceration,” she said.

Sherman said that the US
aid to Pakistan has dropped by
nearly 95 per cent.

“Our aid to Pakistan less
than a decade ago was USD 2
billion a year; we now have cut
it to USD 70 million. If I did the
math quickly I would just say
that’s a 95 per cent reduction
roughly. Pakistan I think is very
important to the security of the
United States. There are those
that argue that Pakistan is
important because it’s close to
Afghanistan and I think it’s just
the reverse,” he said.

While the US aid is USD 70
million, the IMF loan is USD
6 billion.

“I don’t think that could
have happened without the

US and I hope that when
Treasury is over there, the IMF
aren’t just checking the boxes
for fiscal purposes but are in
fact taking policy direction
from the State Department,”
Sherman added.

China is investing heavily
in Pakistan under the USD 60
billion China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC).

Launched in 2015, the
CPEC is a planned network of
roads, railways and energy
projects linking China’s
resource-rich Xinjiang Uyghur
Autonomous Region with
Pakistan’s strategic Gwadar
Port on the Arabian Sea.

Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo in the past warned
that any potential IMF bailout
for Pakistan should not provide
funds to pay off Chinese
lenders, saying “we will be
watching what the IMF does...
there is no rationale for IMF tax
dollars and associated with
that American dollars that are
part of the IMF funding, for
those to go to bail out Chinese
bondholders or China itself ”. 
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Victoria on Wednesday
became first state in

Australia to enact Euthanasia
laws that would now allow
terminally ill patients suffering
from intolerable pain to legal-
ly ask their doctor for lethal
drugs to end their lives.

The state’s historic laws
will be effective on Wednesday
and under the scheme, termi-
nally-ill Victorian adults in
intolerable pain and with less
than six months to live, or 12
months for neurodegenerative
diseases, and who meet 68
safeguards can request their
doctor’s help in dying.

Describing the new laws as
a “compassionate approach” to
the matter, state premier Daniel
Andrews said that almost 120
doctors have so been trained or
are enrolled in adequate train-
ing to operate under the new
laws.

“This is a day for the advo-
cates, this is a day for the
patients and their families who
have suffered for a very long

period of time and have been
waiting for this change,”
Victorian Health Minister
Jenny Mikakos said.

The premier said the
scheme had already received
about 100 inquiries.

“We anticipate in the first

12 months, based on overseas
experience, around a dozen
people that will access volun-
tary assisted dying,” he said
adding  that number was pro-
jected to stabilise at about 100
or 150 people per year.

With 68 safeguards, the bill

has been described as the most
conservative in the world.

To access the scheme, the
applicants must be a Victorian
resident, aged over 18 and be
assessed by two doctors to
have a terminal illness with
intolerable pain that will like-
ly cause death within six
months or 12 months if the ill-
ness is a neurodegenerative
condition like motor neurone
disease.

But while the laws are now
in action, even if someone
starts the process on
Wednesday it will take at least
10 days to be completed.

It’s been 18 months since
parliament narrowly passed
the laws during marathon sit-
tings in 2017.

An independent review
board and the coroner will keep
track and monitor all deaths
under the scheme.

Victoria is the only state in
Australia to have euthanasia
laws. However, Queensland
and Western Australia are now
considering enacting the legis-
lation.
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Russia and China have
blocked the UN Security

Council committee monitoring
sanctions against North Korea
from declaring that Pyongyang
breached the annual limit for
importing refined petroleum
products which are key for its
economy, two UN diplomats
said Tuesday.

The diplomats said the
Russians and Chinese notified
the committee before Tuesday’s
deadline for objections.

The United States and 25
other countries accused North
Korea of violating UN sanc-
tions by importing far more
than the annual limit of

500,000 barrels of refined
petroleum products.

A US-led complaint had
asked the sanctions committee
to rule that Pyongyang
breached the cap and demand
an immediate halt to deliveries.
It said most of the excess petro-
leum products were obtained
from dozens of illegal ship-to-
ship transfers.

A Security Council diplo-
mat said North Korea is
believed to have obtained 3.5
million barrels of refined
petroleum in 2018, seven
times the limit.

This year, North Korea
has already imported more
than the limit and is “on pace”
to obtain about the same

amount as last year through
illegal ship-to-ship transfers,
the diplomat said, speaking on
condition of anonymity
because he was not authorized
to speak publicly.

The complaint said the
500,000-barrel annual limit on
refined petroleum products
“is critical to maintaining
pressure” on North Korea to
achieve the denuclearization
of the country.

Last July, Russia and
China blocked a similar
request from the US to get the
UN sanctions committee to
publicly accuse North Korea
of violating the annual quota.
The Russians and Chinese
are key suppliers of petroleum

products to North Korea.
The Security Council

imposed sanctions on North
Korea after its first nuclear test
explosion in 2006 and has
made them tougher and
tougher in response to further
such tests and its increasing-
ly sophisticated ballistic mis-
sile program.

Many diplomats and ana-
lysts credit the sanctions,
which have sharply cut North
Korea’s exports and imports,
with helping promote the
thaw in relations between
North Korea and South Korea,
and the two summits between
President Donald Trump and
North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un.

Negotiations between the
US and North Korea have
been at a standstill since the
Trump-Kim summit in Hanoi
in February broke down over
what the United States
described as excessive North
Korean demands for sanc-
tions relief in exchange for
only a partial surrender of its
nuclear capabilities.

The quota on refined
petroleum products was one
of the tough sanctions
imposed by the Security
Council in December 2017 in
response to North Korea’s
launch of a ballistic missile
that Pyongyang said is capa-
ble of reaching anywhere on
the US mainland. 
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Beijing (AFP): Xi Jinping will
burnish China’s fragile alliance
with North Korea by making his
first trip to Pyongyang as presi-
dent this week — and on
Wednesday he sealed their
friendship in ink, offering a
“grand plan” for regional stabil-
ity.

Xi, who will be the first
Chinese president to visit
Pyongyang in 14 years, penned
a rare front-page opinion piece in
North Korea’s official newspaper,
touting their “irreplaceable” bond
on the eve of this two-day trip.

Xi is visiting the country on
Thursday and Friday at the invi-
tation of North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un as both men face
their own protracted negotiations
with US President Donald

Trump. With his visit, Xi can
show that China still has some
influence on its Cold War-era ally
and play a role in efforts to con-
vince Pyongyang to abandon its
nuclear programme.

It could also give the Chinese
leader some leverage when he
meets Trump to discuss the US-
China trade war at the G20 next
week in Japan.

For Kim, having his power-
ful next-door neighbour visit
will serve as a reminder to
Trump that Xi will have his
back if the nuclear talks fail for
good.

In the op-ed piece in the
Rodong Sinmun — the official
mouthpiece of the North’s ruling
Workers’ Party — Xi said Beijing
was willing to draw up a “grand

plan” with Pyongyang to achieve
permanent stability in East Asia.

He also vowed that Beijing
would play an active role in
“strengthening communication
and coordination with North
Korea and other relevant parties”
to push forward negotiations on
the Korean Peninsula.

At subway stations in
Pyongyang, commuters crowd-
ed around newsstands to read Xi’s
article.

It appeared on page one of
the Rodong Sinmun, in the bot-
tom right hand corner. 

The whole of the top half of
the front page was devoted to an
editorial calling on citizens to
uphold the works of Kim’s father
and predecessor Kim Jong Il in
building up the Workers’ Party.
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There is “credible evidence”
linking Saudi Arabia’s crown

prince to the killing of Saudi jour-
nalist Jamal Khashoggi last
October, an independent UN
rights expert said Wednesday,
calling for an international inves-
tigation.

In a fresh report, UN special
rapporteur on extrajudicial, sum-
mary or arbitrary executions
Agnes Callamard said she had
“determined that there is credi-
ble evidence, warranting fur-
ther investigation of high-level
Saudi Officials’ individual liabil-
ity, including the Crown Prince’s.” 

The report stressed that “no
conclusion is made as to guilt.
The only conclusion made is that
there is credible evidence merit-
ing further investigation, by a
proper authority, as to whether
the threshold of criminal respon-
sibility has been met.”

Callamard said for instance

that she had found evidence
that “Khashoggi was himself
fully aware of the powers held by
the Crown Prince, and fearful of
him.” Khashoggi, a Washington
Post contributor and critic of
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman, was murdered at the
Saudi consulate in Istanbul on
October 2.

Riyadh initially said it had no
knowledge of his fate, but later
blamed the murder on rogue
agents.

Saudi prosecutors have
absolved the crown prince and
said around two dozen people
implicated in the murder are in
custody, with death penalties
sought against five men.

Callamard has been con-
ducting what she has described
as “an independent human rights
inquiry” into Khashoggi’s death.

UN special rapporteurs are
also independent and do not
speak for the world body.

In Wednesday’s report she

said she found that the probes
conducted so far by Saudi Arabia
and Turkey had “failed to meet
international standards regarding
the investigation into unlawful
deaths.” She urged UN Secretary
General Antonio Guterres to
launch an official international
criminal investigation into the
case, which she said would make
it possible to “build-up strong
files on each of the alleged per-
petrators and identify mecha-
nisms for formal accountability,
such as an ad hoc or hybrid tri-
bunal.”

She also called on the FBI in
the United States, where
Khashoggi was a resident, to
open an investigation into the
case, if it has not already done so,
“and pursue criminal prosecu-
tions within the United States, as
appropriate.” For her investiga-
tion, Callamard said that, among
other things, she had viewed
CCTV footage from inside the
consulate of the killing itself.

���%���
��
���
����.����������
Colombo (PTI): US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo Wednesday
cancelled his trip to Sri Lanka, still
recovering from the Easter
Sunday bombings, due to
“unavoidable scheduling con-
flicts” during his visit to the Indo-
Pacific region next week.

Pompeo’s trip to Colombo
was aimed at expressing
America’s solidarity with the
people of Sri Lanka as they stand
united against the despicable
April 21 suicide attacks.

New Delhi would be
Pompeo’s first stop and South
Korea his last during the nearly
week-long visit to the Indo-
Pacific region, beginning June 24,
that was also scheduled to take
him to Sri Lanka and Japan.

His trip is aimed at deepen-
ing US partnerships in the strate-
gic Indo-Pacific region. The US
Embassy in Colombo in a state-
ment said Pompeo will not be
visiting due to “unavoidable
scheduling conflicts” during his
visit to the Indo-Pacific region
that includes accompanying
President Donald Trump to the
G20 Summit in Japan.
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Hong Kong’s “leaderless”
demonstrations brought

millions of people onto the
streets and forced the city’s pro-
Beijing leadership into a rare
climb down. 

But with no one directing
the action, where does the
movement go now? The
unpopular bill that sparked
the protests and would have
allowed extradition to main-
land China has now been sus-
pended.

But protesters are adamant
that the bill must be fully with-
drawn and the city’s pro-Beijing
Chief Executive Carrie Lam
step down — demands she has
so far resisted.

“More demonstrations and
resistance will happen soon if
Carrie Lam does not know
what respect means,” said
Joshua Wong, an activist who
became the face of Hong
Kong’s 2014 pro-democracy
“Umbrella Movement”.

Wong was released on
Monday, half-way into a two-

month sentence linked to his
activism, and a day after organ-
isers said two million demon-
strators marched in Hong
Kong’s streets to protest against
the bill.

He told AFP he now
expects to see “upgraded, more
progressive actions”.

So far, no fresh protests
have been announced, but
small groups of die-hard
activists remain in the streets
around the city’s legislature, set-
ting up supply stations with
water, food and first-aid kits in
anticipation of future mobili-
sation.

The massive demonstra-
tions were organised in part by
a coalition called the Civil
Human Rights Front, an
umbrella group of dozens of
organisations.

While the group applied
for rally permits, it has said it
does not speak for the protest-
ers and has given no indication
of future demonstration plans.

Wong said the movement’s
leaderless nature was part of the
reason for its success.

“The leaderless model
enhances the movement to
become more organic. It
(becomes) hard for the regime
to target any representative,
icon or leader,” he said.

In the past, “when we
organised (a) strike or move-
ment, they will try... to target
the leader, negotiate with them”,
he added.

That was the experience of
2014’s Umbrella Movement,
which failed to win democra-
tic concessions and landed sev-
eral of its top leaders, includ-
ing Wong, in jail.

The new movement’s lead-
erless model though has left
many unsure of what to do
next.

“The bottom line is that
people are trying to figure
things out as they go,” said
Laurie Wen, a writer among the
protesters still camped outside
Hong Kong’s legislature.

The Umbrella Movement
“didn’t get us what we wanted
in terms of policy demands at
least. So what are we going to
do differently this time? How

can we use our... two-million-
strong power?” Hong Kong
enjoys freedoms unseen in
mainland China under the
terms of its 1997 handover by
Britain, but there are concerns
that the territory’s special sta-
tus is under threat from Beijing,
which will retake control of the
financial hub in 2047.

Activists have long sought
more say in particular over
their leadership — the city’s
executive is chosen by Beijing,
which has thrown its support
behind Lam even while dis-
tancing itself from the extradi-
tion bill.

“This goes back to the
Umbrella Movement, that’s
what it’s all about: the elec-
tion, not selection, of the
Chief  Execut ive,”  said
Claudia Mo, an opposition
lawmaker.

“She cannot be ousted
from the office by the people as
such, she can only be ousted by
Beijing, her big boss.” Even with
little sign their demands will be
met, activists are keen to keep
up the pressure.
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The results of National
Aluminium Company’s

(NALCO) performance over the
last four years have come in for

praise from all quarters, with
CMD Dr Tapan Kumar Chand
being awarded the ‘global

Indian business leader’ for his
professional achievements and
inspiring social contributions. On
behalf of Dr Chand, the award was
received by Asutosh Rath, DGM
corporate communication,
NALCO.

Organised by Indian
Achievers’ Forum, this award

comes on the back of Dalal Street
Journal, rating NALCO as the
fastest growing high growth PSU
and Dr Chand receiving the roll of

honour for leading the company
towards growth. Under his leader-
ship, NALCO has been consistent-
ly delivering across all parameters

of production, productivity and
profitability with the net profit of
�1,732 crore in 2018-19. Along
with significant achievements on
the production front, NALCO
achieved the distinction of becom-
ing the lowest cost producer of alu-
mina in the world for three con-
secutive years, as per the Wood
Mackenzie report. The company
has also been ranked as the low-
est cost producer of bauxite in the
world for the year 2018-19.
NALCO is way ahead of its private
sector peers by registering EBID-
TA Margin of 28 per cent. 

Bharat Heavy Electricals
Limited (BHEL) has achieved

yet another milestone in Bhutan
with the successful commission-
ing of unit 1 of the 4x84 MW
Chhukha hydro electric project
(HEP), following complete reno-
vation and modernisation (R&M)
of the generator. Unit 3 of the
same project was earlier commis-
sioned by BHEL and has been
running efficiently. With the com-
missioning of unit 1, the organi-
sation has executed the R&M con-
tract for two units (1 and 3), there-
by consolidating its position fur-
ther and rising up to the expec-
tations of the customer, Druk
Green Power Corporation
(DGPC).

DGPC in their commenda-
tion letter wrote, “We appreciate
the efforts made by the experts
from the organisation towards the
R&M work, which has led to
result-oriented performance.”

DGPC had placed the R&M
order for replacement of genera-
tor stator and rotor coils of unit
1 and 3. These machines were

originally supplied and commis-
sioned by BHEL in the 1980s. The
organisation’s units at Bhopal and
Bengaluru have provided the
equipment and technical sup-
ports for the R&M job.

BHEL has executed major
projects like Chhukha, Kurichu
and Tala in Bhutan and is present-
ly executing export orders for
6x200 MW Punatsangchhu-I,
6x170 MW Punatsangchhu-II
and 4x180 MW Mangdechhu
Projects, which once commis-
sioned, would take BHEL’s share
to 93 per cent of the total power
generating capacity of Bhutan.

The organisation is executing
hydro-electric projects of around
3,000 MW across the country, in
addition to 3,904 MW abroad
which includes 2,940 MW in
Bhutan and 900 MW in Nepal.
Significantly, more than 500
hydro-electric generating sets of
various ratings have been ordered
on BHEL with a cumulative
capacity of more than 30,000
MW, including 6,680 MW for
overseas projects. 

Adelegation from French embassy,
led by Sophie Gauthier, counsel-

lor (political) strategic affairs and
Romain Otal, second counselor called
upon Jammu and Kashmir KVIB
vice chairperson, Dr Hina Shafi Bhat
to have first hand review of the secu-
rity and political situation in the val-
ley.

Dr Hina told the visiting delega-
tion that the unfortunate socio-polit-
ical scenario of Jammu and Kashmir
is on account of the fact that previous
governments did not pay attention to
infrastructural development of the
state. Nobody talks about half widows
and their problems.  She said said that
Article 370 is misunderstood by peo-
ple of the state. The previous govern-
ments have withered away the sanc-
tity of the Article and now they are
instigating people over what remains. 

On assembly elections in the
state, Dr Hina said that election com-
mission of India has to take the final
call but it would be based on the sit-

uation in Kashmir.
“All these years, elections exploit-

ed the aspirations of the common peo-
ple. Mainstream political parties in
connivance with separatists habitual-
ly fooled people but we want clean
elections to keep democracy alive,” she
said and added that under BJP all the
three regions of the state have received
equitable treatment.

While deliberating on presence of
BJP in Kashmir, she said the way
things are changing at ground level

shows that the party is preferred by the
right minded and progressive people.

“BJP is now a recognised party in
Kashmir valley, with more than two
lakh members. People are showing
faith in the policies of incumbent
Prime Minister and they have huge
expectations,” said Dr Hina and added
that opposition parties have now
resorted to creating apprehensions
about abrogation of Article 370 and
35 A, as they do not find any substan-
tial grounds to criticise the BJP.

Bharti AXA General Insurance, a
joint venture between Bharti

Enterprises and AXA, has registered its
maiden full-year profitability in the
financial year 2018-19. 

The company recorded an increase
of 29 per cent in its gross written premi-
um that is �2,285 crore in the financial
year 2018-19 up from �1,772 crore in
2017-18. The growth is driven across all
product segments and all channels of dis-
tribution. It achieved this performance
against an overall industry growth of 12.9
per cent and private sector growth of 25
per cent in the financial year ending on
March 31, 2019. During the same peri-
od the company had a net profit of �3
crore as compared to a loss of �92.6 crore
during 2017-18.

The company is happy to notch up
its first ever full year profitability and
growth. This has been achieved by
expanding the distribution network,
adding number of strategic distribution
partnerships, business alliances and
diversification of product lines. “We will
continue to focus on channel and seg-
ment diversification, productivity and
prudent expense management to drive
growth in years to come,’’ said Sanjeev
Srinivasan, managing director and chief
executive officer, Bharti
AXA General
Insurance.

Srinivasan said,
“Our focus on increas-
ing distribution network
and business
alliances has
been a key dri-
ver for the com-
pany’s overall
growth in both
retail and corpo-
rate business. We
continue to build
on a steady path
ahead of industry
growth with supe-
rior risk selection
and cost manage-
ment to boost
growth in the years
ahead.’’

Joshua Pollock, author of The Heartfulness Way delivered a lecture
in the Samvaad series organised by PRSI Delhi chapter as a part of

knowledge sharing initiatives for communication, media, advertis-
ing professionals and PR fraternity. Pollock said if there’s no heart,
no sincerity, you cannot produce pure music. Music produced with-
out honesty is imitation. Similarly, you cannot remove the heart from
communication because with their unification, you produce better
results.

Pollock explained that feeling is the language of heart. PR pro-
fessionals ought to understand that an element of compassion is use-
ful in storytelling. PR is all about swaying opinions and winning hearts.
It is often that that in order to win an argument, people tend to lose
someone’s heart. Anger management is important. It is crucial to under-
stand ‘how does the other person feel about us?’

Earlier chairman Naresh Kumar and vice chairman Dr HS Paul
felicitated the speaker and SS Rao, secretary, PRSI, delivered the wel-
come address, joint secretary Sarvesh Tiwari presented a memento
to the speaker. PRSI’s member Vinod Agrahari, delivered the welcome
note while GS Bawa gave the vote of thanks. 
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There are several heritage sites in dis-
tricts of Bijnor, which are unprotect-

ed and as a result their condi-
tion has deteriorated. The land
mafia has taken advantage of
this lacuna and destroyed them
for the sake of money. 

District collector Sujit
Kumar has taken an initiative
towards protection of these
deserted and isolated heritages.
Taking help from social workers and his-
torians, these heritage structures will be
identified and protected so that future
generations can be sensitised and bene-
fit from them.  Monuments that need to

be preserved are Nagina Bai Bagh where
the freedom fighters of 1857 sacrificed

their lives. There is also Purani
Munsafi of Nagina, Beguma
Maqbara, Patthargarh fort of
Sultana dacoit of Najibabad,
Shiv mandir of Kotkadar built
during the period of Aalha
Udal, palace of Munshi
Hashmat Ali in Mandawar,
fort Parshanath in Badapur. 

Archaeological Survey of Indian
(AIS) will also be informed about these
heritage monuments and severe action
would be taken against the land mafia. 

Saints and other people from
our country have been try-

ing to spread the knowledge
about yog education in India as
well as abroad for the last sev-
eral years. In fact, India has
been a land of rishi-munis,
yogis and Rajrishis,  who
respected the eternal Vedic
knowledge and thereby the
Ashtang yog philosophy. They
practised the same in their
daily lives. But it is sad that
today the eternal tradition has
been changed by human beings
mostly because the so-called
saints don’t study or teach first
the Vedic knowledge anymore.

The question that arises
here is why did ancient Rishis
gave so much respect to yog
education? In this connection,
the study of eternal Vedas, our
ancient religious texts like the
Mahabharata, Ramayana ,
Shastras, and more reveal that
they followed the yog philoso-
phy traditionally, and attended
gurukuls. But today, only asana,
prannayama and meditation,
which are just three parts of the
Ashtang yog philosophy, are
being taught.

Rigveda, right from first
mantra, starts giving the knowl-
edge of worshipping God by
performing Yajyen with veda
mantras and not the yog philos-
ophy. Our ancestors obeyed
and so must we. The said tra-
dition enables us to know the
knowledge, unlimited power,
divine deeds, form of God,
worship and thereafter Ashtang
yog philosophy, which is also a
part of worship of god and not
just a way to improve health.
Before we start learning yog
philosophy, the knowledge of
four Vedas has to be gained tra-
ditionally.

Yagyavalkya states:
HirrannyagarbhahaYogasyaVak
ta, that is Almighty is himself
the preacher of Ashtang yog.
Keeping in view that Vedas
and Ashtang yog philosophy has
been preached by god himself,
we must learn and follow the
same respectfully. It is also
clear that practice of Ashtang
yog is a part of worship, which
helps to attain Samadhi to
realise salvation.

Moreover, there is not even
a single ancient or present saint
who followed or follows yog
education alone, keeping aside
the Vedas. So, we must learn
that when they followed all
them, there was no scope of
corruption, vices or making
the yog education as a source of
income. It was being preached
free because it was followed
complete Vedic education
which enabled or enables the
aspirant to control his senses
whereas due to lack of knowl-
edge of Vedas, the practice of
only yog has mostly become a
source of several shortcom-
ings. Many people do not even
know what Atharvaveda states.
“If you steal away only a small
portion of Vedas education like
yog education and leave the rest
of the Vedic education then you
are punished by god. Had yog
education been learnt along

with Vedas philosophy, as was
done in previous yugas, then no
vices or malpractices would
have crept in but now learning
yog alone has given way to
number of vices and people are
using it as means of earning
money, making it professional.”

While it is a matter of great
joy that June 21 is celebrated as
International Yoga day, there, it
is also a matter of great concern
that due to lack of knowledge of
Vedas, mostly a distorted and
false image of yoga, asana and
prannayaama has been por-
trayed to the world because our
eternal and ancient Vedic cul-
ture has been very well
preached.

Although it is true that on
Yoga Day, the entire world has
been familiarised to the word
yoga, yet the presentation of a
distorted and untrue shape of
the eternal, everlasting and
unchangeable Ashtang yog phi-
losophy mentioned in the Vedas
amounts to causing its insult.

Therefore, nobody can even
think about adopting any alter-
native to Vedas or Ashtang yog
philosophy. We must also
remember that according to
Vedas the main aim of practis-
ing the Vedic Ashtang yog phi-
losophy is to realise god.
However, its practice inciden-
tally provides the devotee with
healthy body and mind. The
ostentatious and glamourous
way of performing asana and
pranayaama does not come
under the tradition because
Vedas preach that Vedic path is
the subject matter of deep, seri-
ous thoughts.

In view of the above, if we
have failed to produce the eter-
nal,  unchallengeable and
unchangeable form of yog phi-
losophy which was adopted by
our ancient and present saints,
who practised the same in
secluded places, caves and more
in calm and peaceful atmos-
phere on the banks of river and
got the best result thereof then
at least some of the fundamen-
tals should have been main-
tained in the present scenario to
avoid a distorted form. The said
dignitaries have mentioned the
yog philosophy with full respect
and utmost faith. 

Yogi Aurobindo Ghosh and
Rishi Dayanand Saraswati Ji
have given the eternal, immor-
tal explanation of Vedic Ashtang
yog, worship and popularised
its concept amongst the public
and while carrying forward the
tradition of ancient, great dig-
nitaries like Guru Vasishth,
Patanjali Rishi, Kapil Muni,
Yagyavalkya Rishi, Shring Rishi,
Vishwamitraji, Narad and so on
dedicated their entire lives in
yog.

So while celebrating the
International Yoga Day, where
the divine Vedic word ‘yog’
echoes, is a praise-worthy step
but the true form of yog philos-
ophy is usually not being pro-
duced before the public and
hence, the ingratitude.

(The author is the chief edi-
tor of Ved Ishvareeya Vani, a bi-
annual magazine.)
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Union environment minis-
ter, Prakash Javadekar
speaking at an event in the

capital on the occasion of world
day to combat desertification and
drought, said that we as a coun-
try make targets not under any
global pressure but for our own
country's real sustainable develop-
ment. India will  lead by example
in combating desertification. 

He  further announced that
India will be hosting the four-
teenth session of Conference of
Parties (COP-14) from August 29
to September 14 at the India Expo
Mart Limited, Greater Noida.

The union minister further
highlighted that with about 30 per
cent of country's total geograph-
ical area being affected by land
degradation; India has high stakes
strongly committed to the conven-
tion. He said that various schemes
have been launched by the gov-
ernment of India such as: Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana
(PMFBY), soil health card
scheme, soil health management
scheme, Pradhan Mantri Krishi
Inchayee Yojna (PKSY), etc, which
are helping to reduce land degra-
dation. The union minister also
unveiled the logo of COP-14 on
the occasion.

Amitabh Kant, NITI Aayog,
CEO said that the world day to
combat desertification is a unique
occasion to remind global com-
munity that desertification can be
effectively tackled, that solutions
are possible, and that key tools to
this aim lay in strengthened com-
munity participation and cooper-
ation at all levels. Secretary, min-
istry of environment, forest and
climate change, CK Mishra said
that the world day to combat
desertification in 2019 will retro-
spect and celebrate the past years
of progress made by India on sus-
tainable land management.

The union minister also
launched a flagship project on
enhancing capacity on forest land-
scape restoration (FLR) and Bonn
Challenge in India, through a pilot
phase of 3.5 years implemented in
Haryana, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Nagaland and
Karnataka. The project will aim to
develop and adopt best practices
and monitoring protocols for the
states and build capacity within
the five pilot states on FLR and the
Bonn Challenge. This will   be
eventually scaled up across the
country through subsequent phas-
es of the project. The challenge is

a global effort to bring 150 million
hectares of the world's deforested
and degraded land into restoration
by 2020 and 350 million hectares
by 2030. At the UNFCC confer-
ence of the parties (COP) 2015 in
Paris, India also joined the volun-
tary Bonn Challenge pledge to
bring into restoration 13 million
hectares of degraded and deforest-
ed land by the year 2020 and addi-
tional eight million hectares by
2030.

United Nations has three rio
conventions namely — United
Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC),

Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) and United
Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD).
Established in 1994, UNCCD is
the only legally binding interna-
tional agreement linking environ-
ment and development issues to
the land agenda. In 1994, the unit-
ed nations general assembly
declared 17 june the “world day to
combat desertification and
drought” to promote public
awareness and the implementa-
tion of the UNCCD in the deser-
tification affected countries.

One of the primary functions
of the COP is to review reports
submitted by the country parties
detailing how they are carrying
out their commitments. India
will take-over the COP presiden-
cy from China for two years until
the next COP is hosted in 2021.

Over 5,000 representatives
from over 197 countries drawn
from national, regional and local
governments, science and research
communities, the private sector,
international and non-govern-
mental organisations and all forms
media will address the issue of
combating desertification, land
degradation and drought during
the two-week event.
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Brazil were held to a 0-0
draw against Venezuela

in the Copa America as a late
strike from Philippe Coutinho
was disallowed after a contro-
versial VAR decision.

Coutinho thought he had
fired Brazil into the quarter-
finals in the 87th minute
when he bundled home a fin-
ish from Everton Soares’ dri-
ving run down the left wing
at Salvador’s Arena Fonte
Nova on Tuesday.

But for the second time in
the match, Chilean referee
Julio Bascunan ruled out the
Brazilian goal after being
alerted to an infringement by
the video assistant referee.

The goal appeared to have
been disallowed due to a
touch by Liverpool striker
Roberto Firmino, although it
was not clear that Firmino
had been offside as the ball
grazed him on the way into
the net.

Brazil left the field to
boos but remain top of Group
A with four points from two
games, and one game to play.

Venezuela have two
points from two games and
will fancy their chances of
advancing with their final
game coming against Bolivia,
who suffered their second
straight defeat earlier on
Tuesday in a 3-1 loss to Peru.

Brazil, who had made

hard work of beating Bolivia
in their opener, once again
struggled to find a creative
spark against well-organized
opponents.

Firmino was kept quiet by
Venezuela's defense with
Yordan Osorio and Mikel
Villanueva neutralizing the
Liverpool striker.

The tale of the first half
lay in the statistics from the
opening 45 minutes, with
Brazil recording only one
shot on target despite enjoy-
ing 75 percent possession.

In fact, the best chance of
the half fell to Venezuela,
when Salomon Rondon head-
ed Yangel Herrera's cross just
inches wide with Alisson
beaten.

"�������������
Firmino did get the ball in

the Venezuela net in the 38th
minute but the goal was dis-
allowed after Bascunan ruled
Villanueva had been fouled in
the build-up.

Brazil left the field to
loud boos and whistling, and
manager Tite wasted no time
in making a change at half-
time, bringing on Manchester
City 's  Gabriel  Jesus for
Richarlison.

Jesus made an instant
impact looking lively down
the left flank and curling a
shot just wide of the post on
57 minutes.

Moments later  Jesus

looked to have fired Brazil
into the lead.

Once again the striker
advanced menacingly on the
Venezuela penalty area and
unleashed a fierce low shot.

The ball deflected off
Villanueva into the path of
Firmino, who then squared
for Jesus who continued his
run.

The striker took a touch
and buried his finish as the
home fans erupted. But the
festive atmosphere fell flat as
the goal was referred to VAR,
who promptly chalked the
score off after ruling Firmino
had been offside when he
collected the ricochet.

A deflated Brazil took
several minutes to regroup but
grew increasingly desperate as
valuable minutes ticked away
and Venezuela held firm.

Jesus went close again in
the 76th minute when Dani
Alves whipped a cross into the
six-yard box.

But again Venezuela's
defense was rock-solid, with
Jesus bundled off the ball and
unable to get a shot away.

Coutinho looked to have
broken the deadlock three
minutes from time, but VAR's
intervention rescued a pre-
cious point for Venezuela.

Fernandinho almost
snatched victory with a head-
er in the 10th minute of time
added on, but his effort rolled
just wide of the post. 
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Marta secured her place among the
legends of football after the

Brazilian become the World Cup’s all-
time leading scorer in the 1-0 win
against Italy in Valenciennes.

“This record doesn’t belong to me,
it belongs to all of us,” said the 33-year-
old after crashing home a penalty with
16 minutes left to score her 17th World
Cup goal on Tuesday.

“I share it with anyone fighting for
more equality.”

Brazil set up a knockout stage
clash with either hosts France or
Germany after the 74th-minute strike
moved Marta one goal ahead of the
German Miroslav Klose in the record
books.

“Do you think he’ll change his mind
about retiring and play at the next
World Cup?" Marta joked.

Brazil finished third on goal differ-
ence in Group C behind Italy and
Australia — who beat Jamaica 4-1 —
after all three ended level on six points.

Marta wasn’t fazed by the possibil-
ity of facing France, who topped Group
A with a perfect nine points after scrap-
ing past Nigeria on Monday.

“To play against the host nation
would be a privilege. The stadium
would be full of fans singing,” she said.

“I love playing in front of a big

crowd whether it’s supporting me or is
against me. I just want there to be fans
who are watching us.”

Marta is widely considered the
greatest player in the history of the
women’s game and was hailed by her
teammates as an inspiration for others
wanting to take up the male-dominat-
ed sport.

“She is like an icon for us and I
think every year she is breaking records
and that’s no just important for us but
for all of women’s football. I’m so
happy she is Brazilian,” said centre-back
Monica.

Fellow defender Tamires added:
"We have a lot of young players coming
up and I hope they look to her and how
she plays, what makes her so special and
so incredible and follow her."

The Matildas will play Norway in
Nice in the last 16 on Saturday.

England need a point against Japan
on Wednesday to ensure they top Group
D and avoid a potential last-16 clash with
European champions the Netherlands.

Topping the group would, however,
also put them on the same side of the
draw as both France and potentially the
World Cup holders USA.
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Veteran defender Mats
Hummels will hope to

reboot his career at former
club Borussia Dortmund
next season after finding
himself surplus to require-
ments with both Bayern
Munich and Germany.

Hummels, 30, was
dropped from the national
team set-up earlier this year
and has now become the lat-
est senior player to fall vic-
tim to Bayern's major reju-
venation programme ahead
of next season.

A World Cup winner in
2014, Hummels won his
sixth Bundesliga title in
May, but will now make
what will widely be seen as
a step down with his 38 mil-
lion euro ($43.6m) move
from back to former side
Dortmund.

Despite impressive per-
formances for both club and
country, Hummels' career
has been blown off course in
the last six months by the
winds of change sweeping

through German football.
And despite playing a

crucial role in Bayern's dou-
ble win last month,
Hummels has now fallen
prey to the same rejuvena-
tion drive in Munich.

Having bid an emo-
tional farewell to club icons
Arjen Robben and Franck
Ribery last month, Bayern
are now looking to complete
the transition to a younger
generation as they launch
what president Uli Hoeness

has called "the biggest
investment programme in
our history".

Hoeness has already
advised Boateng to "find a
new club", while Hummels
now appears to have
jumped before he was
pushed.

The 30-year-old returns
to Dortmund, where he
spent eight successful years
from 2008 to 2016 before
joining Bayern for 35 mil-
lion euros.
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Skipper Kane Williamson
(103) and Colin de
Grandhomme  (60) added

91 runs for the 6th wicket to
script New Zealand’s yet anoth-
er win in the World Cup at
Edgbaston on Wednesday.

Requiring eight runs off the
Phehlukwayo’s last over
Williamson hit a massive six of
the second ball to complete his
first World Cup ton, before tak-
ing a single to a seal four-wick-
et win.

Earlier, Rassie van der
Dussen gave South Africa
something to bowl at as the
Proteas struggled to 241 for six
against tight bowling from
New Zealand. After a soggy
outfield delayed Wednesday's
start at Edgbaston and reduced
the match to 49 overs per side,
Black Caps captain Kane
Williamson won the toss and
chose to field, hoping to take
advantage of bowler-friendly
conditions.

Hashim Amla made a slug-
gish 55 off 83 balls but Van der
Dussen's 67 not out came at

better than a run-a-ball.
"It's a bit of a sticky wick-

et, there has been a lot of rain
around here in the last two
weeks," said Van der Dussen
during the innings break.

"We need to make 241
enough. We know it's not a 300

wicket. If you get 250-260 then
you can defend that and that's
what we set out to do.

"Our backs are against the
wall so we have to come
through," he added after New
Zealand's bowlers kept the
scoring rate to below five an

over.
New Zealand, the 2015

losing finalists, were on top
early when Trent Boult demol-
ished Quinton de Kock's
stumps, sending him back to
the pavilion for just five.

Amla and skipper Faf du

Plessis helped the Proteas
recover to 59-1 in the 14th over.

But Lockie Ferguson then
produced an impressive york-
er to bowl Du Plessis for 23
immediately after a testing
bouncer.

Amla and Aiden Markram
put on 52 for the third wicket
before veteran opener Amla
was bowled by left-arm spinner
Mitchell Santner.

During his innings, Amla
became the fourth South
African player to reach 8,000
runs in one-day internationals.

He is the second-fastest
player (176 innings) from any
side to reach the milestone after
India's Virat Kohli (175
innings).

Markram was caught by
Colin Munro off Colin de
Grandhomme for 38 and David
Miller went for 36 before a late
flourish from Van der Dussen
gave the scoreboard a look of
respectability.

South Africa, who brought
in fast bowler Lungi Ngidi for
Beuran Hendricks, must win
this match if they are to stand
a realistic chance of reaching
the semi-finals after finally
recording their first victory of
the tournament, against min-
nows Afghanistan on Saturday.

Despite that nine-wicket
win, Du Plessis's side are still
languishing in eighth spot in
the 10-team table after five
games, with the top four qual-
ifying for next month's semis.

After Wednesday's game
they will face Pakistan, Sri
Lanka and Australia.

New Zealand are flying
high and a fourth win would lift
them to the top of the table
ahead of matches against West
Indies, Pakistan, Australia and
hosts England.

With this loss, South Africa
are virtually out of the semi-
final race.
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LUCKNOW: Sanyam Srivastava
emerged winner of the Radha
Krishna Mishra Memorial 14th
Lucknow District Under-9 Open
Chess Championship organised at
Lucknow District Chess Academy
on Wednesday. In the last round,
Sanyam Srivastava of CMS Gomti
Nagar defeated Ujjwal Raj
Srivastava of Shivani Public School
to became champion. On the sec-

ond table, Aadhyansh Saxena of
Excellia School defeated Akshaj
Pratap Yadav of Gurukul Academy
while Meetansh beat Utsav on the
third table. 

Both Meetansh and Aadhyansh
scored 3-3 points but Meetansh got
the 2nd place on better ti-ebreak
while Aadhyansh settled for the 3rd
position. SK Trivedi gave away the
prizes
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England fast bowler Mark Wood
said he had no regrets about persist-

ing with short-pitched deliveries after
hitting Afghanistan batsman
Hashmatullah Shahidi with a bouncer.

Shahidi had made 24 when he
took his eye off a 90 mile-per-hour (145
kilometres-per-hour) delivery from the
Durham quick that thudded into the
side of his helmet at Old Trafford on
Tuesday and saw him hit the turf
immediately after the impact.

But instead of retiring hurt, the 24-
year-old donned a new helmet and car-
ried on to top-score for Afghanistan,
with 76 in a lopsided 150-run loss.

Wood, while concerned enough to
check on Shahidi's condition, had no
regrets about testing him and the other
Afghanistan batsmen with more short-
pitched deliveries.

"Well, I was concerned when I first
hit him, obviously," said Wood.

"It was a bit of a bad blow and then
it's out of my hands really. You have to
let the medical staff do their thing. I
checked he was all right himself, said
'are you OK?'. Then I was back in the
game mode."

"Morgy (England skipper Eoin
Morgan) wanted me to fire another few
down. If that's what the captain wants,
you listen to orders," the 29-year-old
Durham quick added.

"Once you know he (the batsman)
is all right, it's game time again."

Told he had split Hashmatullah's
helmet, Wood grinned: "I'm bowling
them quite fast... For a change!"

Wood and fellow England fast

bowler Jofra Archer shared five wick-
ets against Afghanistan as they contin-
ued an effective partnership that has
helped take the hosts to the top of the
10-team World Cup table.

"I thought, collectively, we bowled
really well," said Wood.

"It was difficult at times because I
didn't feel the Afghanistan batsmen
were coming at us and we had to try to
mix it up, get them to play a few shots.

"It was nice to try something differ-
ent and get a few wickets." England's
victory over basement side Afghanistan
was set up by an extraordinary innings
from Morgan who, defying a back
problem, hit a one-day international
record 17 sixes in his blistering 148.

"It was amazing, amazing," said
Wood.

"I was delighted for him. Coming
off his back injury scare and stuff, and
not knowing how he would play or feel,
I was just astounded by how well he
played out there.

"A lot of the bowlers tend to sit in
the back of the dressing room and try
and relax but even I came out and
watched that because it was great to see
on such a big occasion."

Under Morgan's captaincy, England
have risen to the top of the ODI rank-
ings since their woeful first-round exit
at the 2015 World Cup.

"I know we've played like this for
four years now, and there's been some
remarkable things," said Wood.

"But to do it in a World Cup game
speaks volumes about how Eoin wants
the team to play and the values we've
kept going throughout those four
years." 
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Even Eoin Morgan was
shocked by his record-
breaking innings against

Afghanistan but claims his
England teammates still won’t be
impressed.

Morgan blasted an incredible
17 sixes — the most in ODI his-
tory — as part of a game-chang-
ing knock of 148 at Old Trafford,
breaking the previous record of 16
jointly-held by master-blasters
AB de Villiers, Chris Gayle and
Rohit Sharma.

It paced England to a score of
397/6 — their highest at an ICC
Men’s World Cup — and they
eventually recorded a 150-run tri-
umph to return to the top of the
table.

Morgan brought up his cen-
tury off 57 balls, although that was
11 slower than Jos Buttler’s
England record of 46 deliveries
against Pakistan in 2015 — mean-
ing the skipper doesn’t have com-
plete ownership of bragging
rights.

“I think I’m probably just
becoming a target for the guys in
the changing room to take down,”
joked Morgan. “The hundred I
scored is considered a slow one in
our changing room — guys talk
about it all the time. So it’s a tough
school!

“Never have I ever thought I
could play a knock like that but
I’m delighted that I have.

“It’s weird. It’s very strange to
have that sixes record. It’s some-
thing, along with the innings, I
never thought I’d do. It’s a nice
place to be.

“The last four years, I’ve
probably played the best in my
career but that hasn’t involved a
50 or 60-ball hundred.

“I thought I would have it in
the locker somewhere but it’s
never happened, so I sort of gave
up on it a little bit.

“When I came to the crease,
it was a 50/50 shout whether
myself or Jos [Buttler] went in and
that probably helped because
after I faced a few balls, I had no
choice.

“I had to start taking risks
because of him coming in next
and then after I got dropped [on
28], it was a matter of just keep
going. It was one of those days.”

Morgan's innings was even
more remarkable given the fact he
struggled with back spasms dur-
ing the last game against West
Indies and had to face a late fit-
ness test in order to play against
Afghanistan.

That certainly didn’t hinder
him at the crease and once
England had set an intimidating
total, the bowlers clinically fin-
ished the job to secure an emphat-
ic victory.

And among the excitement
surrounding batting records,
Morgan was quick to praise his
pace attack — headlined by Jofra
Archer taking 3/52 and Mark
Wood an impressive 2/40 from
ten overs.

“They were very good on a
wicket that didn’t offer a great
deal,” added Morgan. “It had
good bounce and turned a bit for
the spinners but seam movement
or swing — it had none.

“So when guys execute hitting
a good length and using their
bounce well, it is satisfying
because it’s very hard to do.

“When the ball doesn’t move
around, it obviously means your
pace is important and all three
guys’ [Wood, Archer and Chris
Woakes] pace looked good.”
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Adejected Afghanistan coach
Phil Simmons on

Wednesday hinted that chief
selector Dawlat Ahmadzai had
a role in shock removal of
Asghar Afghan from captaincy
days before the World Cup.

Lying at the bottom of the
table after losing all of their five
matches so far, a blame game
has started with Ahmadzai
holding the Simmons-led
coaching set-up responsible for
Afghanistan's below-par show
in the ongoing World Cup.

“I am in the middle of a
World Cup and trying to get our
team to perform to the level we
expect but at the end of the
World Cup I will tell the
Afghanistan people about the
part that Mr Dawlat Ahmadzai
had to play in our preparation
and his part in the dismissal of
#AsgharAfghan,” Simmons

tweeted.
Simmons was reacting to a

tweet by an Afghanistan jour-
nalist where he wrote that
Ahmadzai believes the poor
show of the national team was
because of lack of preparation
on the part of the coaching staff.

In a surprising move,
Afghanistan Cricket Board
(ACB) named Gulbadin Naib as
the limited-overs captain,
replacing experienced Asghar
Afghan.

But the decision didn’t go
down well with the team mem-
bers with senior players like
Mohammad Nabi and Rashid
Khan openly questioning the
move.

Afghanistan has so far suf-
fered defeats against Australia,
South Africa, Sri Lanka, New
Zealand and Sri Lanka.

Afghanistan is set to play
India in their next game on
Saturday. 
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Af g h a n i s t a n ' s
H a s h m a t u l l a h

Shahidi said his desire
not to worry his moth-
er was the main reason
he got back up after
being felled by a Mark
Wood bouncer in a
World Cup match
against England.

Shahidi had made
24 when he took his eye
off a 90 mph delivery
from the fast bowler
that thudded into the
side of his helmet and
saw him hit the turf
immediately after the
sickening impact.

It seemed the 24-
year-old was about to
retire but, donning a
new helmet, Shahidi
carried on to top-score

for Afghanistan with
76 in an otherwise lop-
sided 150-run loss.

"I  got up early
because of my mum,"
Shahidi told reporters
after Afghanistan's fifth
defeat in as many
matches this tourna-
ment.

"I lost my father
last year so I didn't
want her to hurt. My
whole family was
watching, even my big
brother was here in the
ground watching. I did-
n't want them to be
worried for me," added
Shahidi,  with the
President of
Afghanistan, Ashraf
Ghani, also in atten-
dance at Old Trafford.

But the fact he was
allowed to ignore med-

ical advice is bound to
raise questions about
how the International
Cricket Council are
dealing with head
injuries at this World
Cup.

"The ICC doctors
came to me, and our
physios, and my helmet
was broken in the mid-
dle," Shahidi recalled.

"They just told me
just, 'let's go'. I told
them I can't leave my
team-mate at  that
moment. My team
needed me. I carried
on.

"After the match I
went to the ICC doctor
and talked to them.
They took care of me
and said it will be fine,
Inshallah (god will-
ing)."

Afghanistan team
official, Naveed Sayeh,
confirmed Shahidi had
acted against advice in
batting on.

"The doctors told
him, 'please come off '
and to leave the
ground. He told them,
'no, I'm now OK so I'll
continue my batting',"
Sayeh said.
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Tuesday's match

was tough on
Afghanistan bowling
star Rashid Khan, who
conceded the second-
most expensive figures
in one-day internation-
al history with a return
of 0-110 in nine overs.

Yet things might
have been different for
the star leg-spinner had
not England captain
Eoin Morgan -- who hit
a record 17 sixes in a
match-winning 148 --
been dropped off

Rashid on 28 when
Dawlat Zadran made a
mess of a catch at deep
midwicket.

"It happens, for any
player, so not only
Rashid,"  said
Afghanistan captain
Gulbadin Naib.
"Everyone knows how
good Rashid is.

"I think today was
not his day, but it's
cricket, so sometimes
you do well, sometimes
this kind of stuff."

M e a n w h i l e ,
Morgan insisted
England did not have a
plan to target Rashid.
"It certainly wasn't
deliberate," he said.

"We don't go into
any game with any pre-
conceived ideas.

"But like all good
players, you probably
learn the most about
yourself when your
backs are against the
wall." 
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Afghanistan captain Gulbadin Naib
admitted Eoin Morgan’s destruc-

tive innings was the best he has ever
seen after his side slipped to defeat
against England at Old Trafford.

England skipper Morgan blasted
a mesmerising 148 off 71 balls, includ-
ing 17 sixes — a world record num-
ber of maximums for an ODI.

Afghanistan’s star spinner Rashid
Khan struggled with final figures of
0/110 but Gulbadin was keen to
absolve Rashid of any blame and con-
ceded that a drop of Morgan in the
deep on 28 was the pivotal moment
in the match.

“From the start of the game, the
boys did well for 30 overs but after
that, England smashed every ball,” said
Gulbadin.

“We dropped Morgan on 28, so if
we didn't then maybe they don’t get
that score. Maybe we lost from there.

“I’m not disappointed by Rashid
— he’s one of the best spinners, a star
player in the world. This happens to
any player, not just Rashid.

“It wasn’t his day but that’s crick-
et — sometimes you do well, some-
times it’s like this. I'm happy with him,

it’s not a big deal. Inshallah he will
become stronger from this.

“But you have to give credit to
England and Morgan especially for his
batting. He showed his class and I have
never seen this kind of batting before.”

While England climbed back to the
top of the table, Afghanistan are still
bottom of the pile with five defeats from
five games.

However, for the first time in this
tournament they completed 50 overs
with the bat — making 247/8 as
Hashmatullah Shahidi led the way
with an impressive 76 from 100 balls.

It was a battling performance and
Gulbadin claims his side showed
enough fight in defeat to leave him feel-
ing good about the upcoming match-
es.

“We take a lot of positives from this
— I thought we did well in every
department,” he added. “We missed one
catch off Morgan and we lost from
there.

“After 30 overs, the score wasn’t too
bad, so we take a lot of things from here
— we are improving day by day in each
department.

“It was definitely a good thing for
the team that we batted 50 overs as well
— that is a positive sign.”
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It has been a smooth if not dominant
ride for Australia thus far but the
defending champions run into a tricky

Bangladesh when they strive to get closer
to World Cup semifinals, here today.

The Aaron Finch-led side is at num-
ber two behind table-toppers England,
though it also has eight points from five
matches. Australia (0.812) are marginally
behind the hosts (1.862) when Net Run
Rate is taken into account.

Australia will start favourites in today's
clash but a passionate Bangladesh are
expected to make life tough for the hold-
ers. The Tigers have shown what they are
capable of when they comprehensively beat
the West Indies, riding on a magnificent
124 not out from all-rounder Shakib Al
Hasan.

In the form of his life, Shakib has
already hit back-to-back centuries and
Australia  would still remember that it was
he, who had plotted their downfall in
Bangladesh's historic Test victory against
them two years ago with a 10-wicket match
haul.

The format is different but coach Justin
Langer admitted that his side will have to
deal with Shakib. “He (Shakib) probably
is the world's best all-rounder and a left-
arm spinner,” said Langer.

The good news for Australia is that all-
rounder Marcus Stoinis is fit after missing
two matches due to a side strain though
he is not a definite starter against
Bangladesh. Langer also hinted that a spe-
cialist spinner may come in in his eleven
in view of the ‘dry’ strip at the Trent Bridge.

“That (playing four fast bowlers)
might change. That was more brought
upon us because Stoinis got injured. It's
been wet, it's been overcast, the wickets get
a bit drier. This one (Trent Bridge) looks
dry,” he said.

Australia played leg-spinner Adam
Zampa in their first three matches, win-
ning two of those, but in the last two
matches they have not fielded any special-
ist spinner. They have used part-timer
Glenn Maxwell as their main spinner in the

last two matches, with captain Finch also
chipping in against Pakistan. Off-spinner
Nathan Lyon has not played so far in the
tournament.

Bangladesh, on the other hand, are
nown to raise their level agianst top seides,
Before getting the better of West Indies,
they had shocked South Africa by 21 runs
in their campaign opener. With five points
from as many matches, Bangladesh have
become a contender for the semifinal spot.

After his unbeaten 124, Shakib
declared that he held no fear for the
Australian pace brigade, led by Mitchell
Starc and Pat Cummins.

“We’ve been facing some of the best

fast bowlers in the last four matches.We’ve
been coping well and we're not worried
about that because we played England, we
played WI. Both the teams got 140, 150-
plus bowlers. “We just need to do our basics
right. I think we’re a skilled team and we
are capable enough to counter those chal-
lenges.”

The likes of opening batsman Tamim
Iqbal and wicketkeeper batsman
Mushfiqur Rahim have been in good touch
while Liton Das hit a blistering 69-ball 94
not out against WI. But the bowling depart-
ment of Bangladesh will have to rise up to
the occasion if they have to notch up their
first win against Australia in the WC.

�C����
Australia: Aaron Finch (c), David

Warner, Usman Khawaja, Steve Smith,
Shaun Marsh, Alex Carey (wk), Marcus
Stoinis, Glenn Maxwell, Mitchell Starc,
Kane Richardson, Pat Cummins, Jason
Behrendorff, Nathan Coulter-Nile, Adam
Zampa, Nathan Lyon.

Bangladesh: Mashrafe Mortaza (c),
Abu Jayed, Liton Das (wk), Mahmudullah,
Mehidy Hasan, Mohammad Mithun (wk),
Mohammad Saifuddin, Mosaddek
Hossain, Mushfiqur Rahim (wk),
Mustafizur Rahman, Rubel Hossain, Sabbir
Rahman, Shakib Al Hasan, Soumya Sarkar,
Tamim Iqbal.
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�After the WI-Bangladesh match (indis-
cernible) against Bangladesh?

Bangladesh are playing some really
good cricket at the moment and it's led by
Shakib. We’ve obviously put our time into
Shakib and all the players at the top of the
order as well as their bowling. 
� Is Australia scared of Bangladesh’s
spin attack?

No, we’re not scared of the spin attack.
We’ve done our preparation. We know
Shakib’s a big threat and has done a lot of
the work for Bangladesh at the moment as
well as Mehedi and a couple of the other
spinners. We’ve prepared accordingly for
the spin attack as well as the same attack
as well. Mushfiq is bowling really well at
the moment as well. So we've prepared for
the conditions and for the attack.
�What did you have to do to change the
game plan to move into the middle?

Just assessing the situation. If it’s in the
first innings, obviously last time we were
here we were in a bit of trouble. So there
was, I guess, a chance to just bat for a lit-
tle while and I guess try to change the
momentum.
�Do you think Australia is playing their
best cricket in this tournament?

We’re playing really good cricket.
We’ve got areas where we can still improve
and be more consistent at. I think the top
of the order, batting-wise, have done a lot
of the work and making a lot of the runs
which is great. It’s their job. We’re bowling
through the middle really well and at the
back end, obviously Starc, Cummins, the
guys that have come in have done their job.
But there's little areas we can do better at. 
�Do you have a plan mapped out for how
you'll advance that format over the next
few years?

No, at the moment my experience at
the international level has been with the
white ball and I guess limited opportuni-
ty back in Australia in shield cricket. I
wouldn’t change anything. If I’m playing
white ball cricket for Australia, then I’m
really happy to do that.
�Do you feel like a strong World Cup can
put you ahead of (indiscernible) for the
back-up role come the Ashes?

I haven’t really thought about it to be
honest. I’m not sure what the selectors will
go with there. He’s obviously over playing
in the Australia A set-up. But I want to play
group cricket here for sure and I guess the
rest of it will take care of itself.
� Is it going to be a battle between
B’deshi batsmen versus Aus pace bowlers?

Bangladesh are playing really well. It’s
exciting to come up against a team that’s
in good form. We’re in really good form as
well. It’s going to be a great game.
�Finch has lost seven straight coin toss-
es in a row, any advice for him?

No, I don’t. It’s interesting, though.
We’ve lost a lot of tosses, but the last seven
games we’ve played some pretty good crick-
et. In a tournament like this, although you
want to win the toss, I don’t think it mat-
ters too much in terms of the outcome. If
we get sent in, we know it’s going to be a
good wicket; or if we’re chasing, we know
what we’ve got to chase.
�Any planning regarding Shakib?

We’ve had a look at the vision. He’s in
probably career best form with the white
ball. We sort of know the areas and line and
length we want to bowl to him and I guess
out there we'll assess the conditions as well.
We normally have our plans going into
every game and we assess each player
accordingly. We’ve gone through all the bat-
ting list and hopefully plans go according-
ly.
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All-rounder Marcus Stoinis is now fit
to make a comeback for the remain-

der of Australia’s World Cup campaign
having recovered from a side strain but
coach Justin Langer is not sure of his
immediate return.

Langer said there is no guarantee of
Stoinis, who missed the last two World
Cup games due to injury, being a part of
playing XI in today’s clash against
Bangladesh. Stoinis suffered the injury
while bowling in the match against India
on June 9 which Australia lost by 36 runs.

“We’ve been monitoring him. He’s an
elite athlete, he’s an elite professional. He’s
done everything possible to get himself
fit. He wouldn’t give up the opportunity
for anything, would he?” Langer was
quoted as saying by Cricket Australia offi-
cial website cricket.Com.Au.

“He (Stoinis) is determined, so it
doesn’t surprise me with where he’s at
now. It’s a credit to him, it’s a credit to the
medical staff that are getting him up. So
hopefully he can have a real impact on the
tournament,” added Langer.

While Langer said Stoinis will remain
in Australia’s 15-man squad, he gave a
guarded response when asked if the all-
rounder could come straight back into the
XI (against Bangladesh), saying: “He’s a
chance.”

Australia A vice-captain Mitchell
Marsh, who had been on standby to
replace Stoinis, left the Australian squad
after training on Tuesday and re-joined
the A group in Northampton ahead of
their game this week.

Stoinis, meanwhile, bowled almost for

an hour on Tuesday, first on an empty
training wicket in close consultation
with team medical staff and bowling
coach Adam Griffith, and then joined the
main nets session. He also showed no
signs of pain while batting and fielding.

Australia skipper Aaron Finch had
earlier admitted that the loss of Stoinis had
thrown out the balance of his side, as he
had to scramble to eke out 10 overs
between his own part-time spin and
Glenn Maxwell’s off-breaks against
Pakistan.

Maxwell though played a key role in
pegging back Sri Lanka with the ball on
Saturday after their openers got off to a
good start, and Langer insisted his side’s
versatility is their trump card.

“We’ve played really well with anoth-
er (team) balance. We played in India and
Dubai with two spinners. I'm really con-

fident with whatever balance we go in. It’s
actually really exciting,” said Langer.

“We said at the start of the tour that
we’ve got lots of options, (we are) very
adaptable and that’s our strength not our
weakness.

“I get the sense some people think
that's our weakness. I actually think it’s our
strength that we can play according to our
opposition, we can play accordingly to
grounds, we can play accordingly to
managing players,” the coach insisted.

Langer also confirmed Nathan
Coulter-Nile, who was not a part of the
team against Sri Lanka due to soreness, is
available for selection against Bangladesh.

“He is getting a bit tight in his back.
He played three games (in seven days) and
I don’t think he has done that for a long
time. He’s fit and he’s certainly fit to play
the next game,” said Langer. 
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Confidence in abundance and
a dressing room full of

believers means Bangladesh are
a side to watch out for accord-
ing to captain Mashrafe
Mortaza.

The Tigers are back roaring
in the ICC Men's World Cup
after a seven-wicket win over
West Indies last time out kept
their semi-final chances well
and truly alive.

But when it comes to hold-
ing their own, Bangladesh are far
from done there with defending
champions Australia in their
sights in an exciting Trent Bridge
tussle on Thursday.

Not since 2005 have
Mashrafe's side beaten Australia
in an ODI — with the skipper
himself one of the stars of the
show when dismissing Adam
Gilchrist for a duck in Cardiff.

Fourteen years on and pro-
gression has been all to see for
the 35-year-old and his side,
with a new-found mentality a
key factor in their confidence
ahead of the Nottingham clash.

"I know a few players are in
our dressing room who believe
we can beat anybody," said
Mashrafe. "But against Australia,
it won't be easy, for sure, espe-
cially the conditions and the
form they are in.

"It won't be easy. But, as I
said, these boys can believe,
especially if you had a good start,
you never know. So let's see.
We'll fight and you never know.

"It won't be easy like other
match, it's the same with any
match, but the confidence is the
main thing, which bowlers have
right at the moment. 

"I think if we took that con-

fidence into the ground and
deliver to our best and we can
assess the wicket very well. You
never know.

"West Indies was a must-win
game for us. Losing points
against New Zealand and
England, and the wash-out
against Sri Lanka, this was much
needed and the boys are pretty
much confident."

Lots of Bangladesh's recent
success has been down to Shakib
Al Hasan, with the man atop the
ODI Rankings for all-rounders
leading the way with the bat this
tournament.

No man has scored more
than his 384 runs this World
Cup with his unbeaten 124 the
key factor in the seven-wicket
win over West Indies which
kept alive their semi-final
hopes.

But captain Mashrafe, whose
side also beat South Africa for
their first win of the tournament,
insists his charges are not over-
reliant on one man.

He added: "I wouldn't say it's
a one-man army. Shakib is scor-
ing runs; that's a great thing for
the team. But if you look at it, the
other boys have stepped up. 

"Mustafizur Rahman got
some wickets, Mohammad
Saifuddin comes in and took the
wicket of Chris Gayle early, we
all know what he can do.

"So it's not been a one-man
army, but Shakib has been doing
outstandingly. Some other
bowlers have to step up a little
bit with what Shakib is doing.

"We really appreciate what
Shakib is doing, and some of the
other bowlers with what they've
done, and we hope it will be car-
ried on from here. It will be great
to see."
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The big bad news is that opener
Shikhar Dhawan has been ruled
out of the entire tournament due

to a metacarpal fracture in the left
hand.

“Several specialist opinions have
revealed that Shikhar Dhawan has sus-
tained a fracture at the base of his first
metacarpal of the left hand. His hand
will remain in a cast till mid-July which
rules him out of the rest of the ICC
World Cup 2019,” team manager Sunil
Subramaniam announced at a Press
conference at Hampshire Bowl on
Wednesday.

He said the Team India manage-
ment has “written to the ICC’s techni-
cal committee seeking a replacement
and Rishabh Pant will be the person
covering Dhawan.” 

After being left out of the 15, Pant
had been flown in last week and had
joined the team to train in Manchester
where India played against Pakistan
and won by 89 runs.

Dhawan, however, was seen
playing football with the team
at nets just before the
announcement was made
and seemed to be
relaxed and reconciled
to his fate. He had just
made a return to form
after a wishy-washy
inaugural against South
Africa in the opening
game. He scored a scintil-
lating 127 runs in the second
game against Australia at The
Oval where a Pat Cummins rising
delivery hit his hand and did him in.
The player, known to have a high pain
tolerance level, continued to play 20
more overs after his fracture and mid-
field first aid.

After the match, assistant coach
Sanjay Bangar had said the team
would not like to lose a fiery opener like
Dhawan and had decided to wait for
two weeks before taking a final deci-
sion with follow-up scans. Dhawan
attended all practice sessions, taking
jogs of the stadium and playing foot-
ball with the boys on most occasions.

India’s mega opening worries were,
however, settled down by KL Rahul
who has since been promoted up the

order from No 4. He made a solid 57
against Pakistan in his newly accord-
ed position. He contributed to a record
136-run opening partnership with
Rohit Sharma. Rahul’s form and deter-
mination at the top of the order would
have Pant waiting in the wings for now

and give Kohli a little less angst about
Shikhar's absence.

Though Team India’s strength and
conditioning coach Shanker Basu said
later in the day that fitness was the
newest and most potent tool of the cur-
rent Indian squad, and that the Indian
team has the becoming record of the
lowest injury rate despite playing dou-
ble the amount of cricket that other
teams, Kohli and the management have
their concern caps on for Bhuvneshwar
Kumar who sustained a “hamstring
stiffness” during the match against
Pakistan. He had to leave the field with-
out completing his over and the ball
was given to Vijay Shankar who took
Imam Ul Haq's wicket in his very first
delivery of the World Cup.

Bhuvneshwar has been ruled out
for at least two matches, maybe three,
which means against Afghanistan,
West Indies and England. At nets on
Wednesday, the pace bowler took
three rounds of the field along with the
support staff, not jogging but walking. 

Mohammed Shami, meanwhile,
bowled consistently during training to
Rohit Sharma, KL Rahul and Virat
Kohli. “Bhuvi is a huge concern but
Shami is fit and raring to go,”Kohli had
said at Manchester after packing off
Pakistan.

����� �6"�25���6#

Fitness, training and nutrition are
the three tools with which Team

India has turned into an athletic unit
with minimal injuries despite playing
constant cricket through the year. The
bowlers are bowling quicker, they are
all fit and the fielding has been opti-
mal, not to mention the players car-
rying their blades for long innings
without much fatigue.

“Fitness has become a lifestyle
with this new Indian team. Training,
sleep-wake cycle and nutrition are the
three hallmarks of a professional ath-
lete and everybody is down and run-
ning in that direction. It is not an
Army drill type of thing. They do
their own personal stuff, they know
their bodies very well. We all func-
tion very differently from the inside.
So one man’s food can be another
man’s poison,” said the team’s strength
and conditioning coach Shanker
Basu.

He, however, said that is was a
major challenge to get the boys back
into working condition after the
IPL.

“Jokingly we would talk about
IPL as the Mount Everest. Then we
come to base camp and then we hit
Kilimanjaro. During IPL, the boys
start sleeping very late, 2 am, some-
times 3. To get them back to sleep-
ing early, back to a training regime
was a challenge. We had only eight
days for that. But, in the past four
years, the boys have started quickly
understanding the value of sleep-
wake cycle, good nutrition pro-
gramme, supplement, training,
strength work and conditioning. We
try to educate them about the human
body has a particular sleep-wake
cycle. During IPL, whether you like
it or not, the boys take a beating. This
World Cup preparation was very crit-
ical,” he said.

So the team took to technology
and introduced several gadgets to
monitor the players’ fitness quo-
tient. First came the dexa scan which
generally measures bone density but
the team doctor used it to ascertain
each player’s fat percentage. “The
moment you have a number in your
hand, it brings a healthy coemption
in the team. Healthy eating habits is

the only way to bring down the fat
percentage. So, everybody started
doing that like fish takes to water.
Everybody started eating better. Once
they did that they lost the extra fat
and they all started moving well,”
Basu explained.

The biggest achievement, howev-
er, was that the Indian team having
the lowest number of injuries even
though it plays double the amount of
cricket than other any other team in
the world. The boys are keen on eat-
ing the right stuff. “To cut a long story
short, we have cut on junk big time
and this has made this team as good
as an athletic team. We don’t need to
tell them to do that. All we did was
a dexa scan and subsequently a DNA
test that gives you what sort of a per-
son are you whether you are gluten
intolerant or you are lactose intoler-
ant etc. So they are all aware and mak-
ing informed decisions based on their
report cards,” Basu added. 

“During season, especially the
journey started in 2015 what we are

seeing today is the culmination of
efforts in the last few years. The brand
of training and the culture is fantas-
tic

Talking about the makeover in
the camp where fast bowlers are con-
cerned, Basu was all praise for their
self-applied brakes. “The manage-
ment wanted a fast bowling unit

which was good and could go on and
on. In the last year, the proof of the
pudding has been seen in the results.
Bumrah, Bhuvi, Umesh Yadav — all
of them have started bowling much
quicker. The reason for that is con-
sistent work with a few lifestyle
modifications with regards to nutri-
tion and the way we train. We got the
GPS last year. It gives you data of
immense value. Based on that we
started understanding our training
methodology a lot more and based on
that we started preparing a schedule.
All this has helped us in our fast
bowlers bowling 145 clicks consis-
tently, even in Test matches. This did
not happen overnight,” Basu point-
ed out.

The team made it a point in 2015
that they would train consistently.
Just like batting, bowling and field-
ing, they planned to work on fitness
seriously. “The captain and the
coach wanted to use fitness as a vehi-
cle and I was there to augment that,”
Basu said.
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Boost is the secret of pacer Mohammed
Shami’s energy. Not the drink, but the boost

that came from his personal problems and a
series of failed fitness tests. So much so that his
strength and conditioning coach Shanker
Basu calls it a blessing in disguise.

“Shami failing the fitness test was a bless-
ing in disguise. After that, we was a changed
man, so determined. He is blessed with some
amazing gene. We all know about intermittent
fasting. He
doesn’t even
know what it
is ,  but he
does it on his
own. His fat
percentage
in three
years has
r e m a i n e d
exactly the
same. He is a
piece of
work,” he
said.

S h a m i
has long been
s t r u g g l i n g
with marital
discord and
divorce issues
but his main
failing had
been his
aversion to
fitness train-
ing. “He used
to be the last one to get into the bus,” Basu said.
Which makes the bowler’s present makeover a
big achievement.

“The best part is he has changed his entire
training regime. Now training is part of his
lifestyle which never used to be so. But after
his personal setback and failing the fitness test
he is a changed man. This is the 2.0 version of
Mohammed Shami,” a proud Basu said.

Indeed, one look at the way he was bowl-
ing at nets on Wednesday, and you would know
this right-arm-fast-medium quick has changed
since 2015 when he took 77 or the 80 wickets
at hand. The intervening years brought in fat,
a failed marriage, a public spat, hovering ban
and a lazy fitness drive. But bowling to Rohit
Sharma and then Virat Kohli, in the absence
of hamstrung Bhuvneshwar Kumar, he did not
look one bit rusted.
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