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BSP president Mayawati on
Monday declared her party

in the future will contest all
elections “small and big” on its
own, signalling the end of the
Bahujan Samaj Party-
Samajwadi Party alliance
forged for the Lok Sabha polls.

The BSP chief, known to
have made and broken many
an alliance in her political
journey, said her party had
adhered to the “gathbandhan”
dharma in the interest of the
country but was now forced to
do a rethink.

Hours after Mayawati
announced her plans to go solo
in future elections in a series of
tweets, a senior SP leader made
a caustic reference to “malkin”
(woman owner) of the alliance

and accused her of weakening
the fight for social justice.

The RLD, a minor partner
in the grand alliance, said it had
nothing to do with Monday’s
developments and its alliance
was with the SP, not the BSP.
Mayawati’s announcement
came a day after she held a
meeting with party workers to
review the BSP’s performance
in the recent Lok Sabha polls.

“Everyone is aware that

forgetting everything of the
past as also the anti-BSP and
anti-Dalit decisions like reser-
vation in promotions and bad
law and order during the SP
rule in 2012-17, the BSP
adhered to the ‘gathbandhan
dharma’ with the Samajwadi
Party in the interest of the
country,” she tweeted in Hindi.

“But the SP’s attitude after
the elections has forced the BSP
to think, will it be possible to

defeat the BJP in the future?
This is not possible,” she said.

“Therefore, in the interest
of the party and the movement,
the party will contest all small
and big elections on its own
strength,” Mayawati added.

She did not elaborate on
what she meant by the SP’s atti-
tude. Soon afterwards, SP
national general secretary
Ramashankar Vidyarthi told
journalists in Balia that
Mayawati was speaking against
the SP in haste because of the
Dalit support to his party and
its leader Akhilesh Yadav.

“She is weakening the fight
for social justice,” he said,
adding that Dalit society is get-
ting connected with the SP and
Akhilesh in a big way. People
know about the reality about
what the “malkin” of the
alliance has done, he said.

Commenting on the devel-
opment, Congress spokesper-
son Dwijendra Tripathi said
commitment is most important
in politics. “Commitment with 

Continued on Page 7
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An special investigation
team (SIT) was formed in

Jamshedpur on Monday to
probe the lynching of a 24-
year-old man who was
thrashed by a mob for alleged
theft and seen in a purported
video being forced to chant “Jai
Shri Ram” and “Jai Hanuman”
in. Police arrested four more
accused on Monday. 

Two policemen — the offi-

cers incharge of the local police
station and police outpost —
have been suspended for not
filing a lynching case on June
18. Sub inspector
Chandramohan Oraon and

assistant sub inspector Bipin
Bihari Singh “have been sus-
pended for not reporting the
seriousness of the issue on
June 18 to higher authorities
properly and register a case of
lynching the very same day,”
the district police chief said in
a statement.

The victim, Tabrez Ansari,
a resident of Kharsawan —
who was allegedly caught after
stealing a motorcycle, a purse,
a voter I-card and mobile
phone from Dhatkidih along
with two of his associates —
succumbed to his injuries in
hospital on Saturday. 

Continued on Page 7
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Viral Acharya, the RBI
Deputy Governor who had

in October last year brought to
light tensions with the
Government over indepen-
dence of the central bank, has
resigned six months before the
scheduled end of his term in
the office.

Acharya, 45, who was the
only Deputy Governor of
Reserve Bank on the six-mem-
ber interest rate-setting mon-
etary policy committee,
resigned from his position “a
few weeks” back citing
“unavoidable personal cir-
cumstances”, the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) said in a brief
statement.

In his resignation, he

expressed inability to continue
beyond July 23, 2019, it said.

The RBI, which had previ-
ously not disclosed the resig-
nation and was forced to do so
following a media report, said:
“Consequential action arising
from his letter is under con-
sideration of the Competent
Authority”.

Acharya had in a hard-hit-
ting speech in October last year
brought to light a growing rift
between the BJP-led govern-
ment and the RBI headed by
the then Governor Urjit Patel.

A staunch defender of the
central bank’s autonomy, he
had made public disputes with
the government over issues
ranging from lending curbs,
more cash availability to non-
banking finance companies
(NBFCs), and who controls the
RBI’s reserves.

In his speech, he had
warned that undermining the
central bank’s independence
could be “potentially cata-
strophic”, a possible indica-
tion of the RBI being pushed to
relax its policies ahead of gen-
eral elections.

Patel quit in December
last year, weeks after the gov-
ernment used hereto unused
power to direct the RBI
Governor to discuss con-
tentious issues.

The government replaced
Patel with former finance min-
istry bureaucrat Shaktikanta
Das and the RBI has cut inter-
est rates by 25 basis points each
in all three monetary policy
reviews that have happened
subsequently. Acharya had
voted against a rate cut in the
February and April review but
voted for the reduction in this
month review but with “some
hesitation”.

He had also raised red
flags over the worsening fiscal
picture, according to the min-
utes of the June monetary pol-

icy committee.
The only time that he had

voted for a rate cut was in
August 2017.

His departure came in the
same week in which a joint
government-RBI panel was set
to study on excess reserves held
by the central bank holds and
how much of it can be trans-
ferred to the state to help
finance the budget. Acharya
was said to be opposed to any
move to undermine the central
bank’s reserves.

Acharya, whose three-year
term was due to end in January
2020, will reportedly return to
New York University in August
as an economics professor. He
is on leave from NYU’s Stern
School of Business.

Continued on Page 7
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AParliamentary Standing
Committee on Finance on

Monday said there are no reli-
able estimates of black money
generated and held within and
outside the country. 

In its report titled “Status of
Unaccounted Income/Wealth
Both Inside and Outside the
Country — A Critical
Analysis”, the standing com-
mittee cited the studies con-
ducted by the three premier

institutes — NIPFP, NCAER
and NIFM — between 1980
and 2010 — which estimated
black money in the range of
$216.48 billion to $490 billion. 

The studies conducted by
the three institutes have found
that the sectors where unac-
counted income is found to be
the highest included real estate,
mining, pharmaceuticals, pan
masala, gutkha, tobacco, bul-
lion, commodity, film, and
education. 

According to the report,
which was tabled in the Lok
Sabha on Monday, there are no
reliable estimates of black
money generation and accurate
methodology for making such
estimation.  The report said the

draft report on demonetisation
could not be adopted by the
committee due to the lack of
consensus among the mem-
bers.

The committee, headed by
M Veerappa Moily, had sub-
mitted its report to the Lok
Sabha Speaker on March 28,
well before the dissolution of
the 16th Lok Sabha. 

The BJP had come to
power at the Centre in 2014 on
its promises to clean up cor-
ruption and get rid of black
money. It was also promised
that black money stashed
abroad would be brought back
to the country. In 2016, while
announcing the note ban,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had said the one of the key
objectives was to flush out
black money.  The Congress
has repeatedly targeted the
Government over the issue,
accusing it of failing to meet its
promises. 

The committee  has asked
the Government to continue
their efforts “with greater
vigour” to unearth and bring to

book unaccounted wealth and
income both within and out-
side the country, including fol-
low-up action on the seven
reports of the special investi-
gation team (SIT) constituted
on black money as well as the
three study reports on estima-
tion of unaccounted money.

The UPA Government had
in 2011 commissioned the
studies by the Delhi-based
National Institute of Public
Finance and Policy (NIPFP)
and the National Council of
Applied Economic Research
(NCAER) and the National
Institute of Financial
Management (NIFM) in
Faridabad.

Continued on Page 7
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The Supreme Court on
Monday said the deaths of

more than 100 children in
Muzaffarpur due to the out-
break of acute encephalitis
syndrome (AES) is a matter of
“grave concern” and directed
the Centre and the Bihar
Government to file their
response on medical care facil-
ities there within a week.

A Bench of Justices Sanjiv
Khanna and BR Gavai asked
the Bihar Government to file
an affidavit on the adequacy of
medical facilities, nutrition and
sanitation and the hygiene
conditions in the State.

“This public interest liti-
gation relates to outbreak of
acute encephalitis syndrome
virus that has caused deaths of
about 150 children in different
districts in the State of Bihar.
The writ petition raises issues
of grave concern and impor-
tance relating to public medical
care facilities, nutrition and
sanitation or hygiene.

“The respondents will file
their response within seven
days specifically dealing with

the question of public medical
care facilities, nutrition and
sanitation or hygiene. List the
writ petition after 10 days,” the
Bench said.

During the hearing, one of
the lawyers informed the court
that similar deaths had
occurred earlier in Uttar
Pradesh. The court took note
of it and directed the state gov-
ernment to apprise it on the
issue.

The matter has been post-
ed for hearing after 10 days.

The petition was filed by an
advocate, Manohar Pratap, who
said he was deeply “pained and
saddened” by the deaths of
more than 126 children, most-
ly in the age group of one to 10
years, in the past weeks. The
figures were rising day by day,
the petition stated.

“The deaths of children are
a direct result of negligence and

inaction on the part of the
respective state governments of
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Union
of India in handling the epi-
demical situation which arises
every year due to outbreak of
AES also called Japanese
encephalitis,” the plea said.

It claimed that thousands
of young children were losing
their lives yearly from the dis-
ease, but the governments
(states and Centre) had done
nothing to prevent its spread.

“This year, the epicentre of
the said disease is Muzaffarpur
in Bihar where more than 126
children have lost their lives in
the past one week. Media
reports show that there is acute
shortage of doctors, medical
facilities, intensive care units
and other medical equipments
in the hospitals in nearby areas
and children are dying in hos-
pitals due to lack of required
facilities,” the petition said.

The petitioner also sought
directions for all possible steps
to stop the disease outbreak in
the earlier epicentre,
Gorakhpur in Uttar Pradesh,
and to create awareness about 

Continued on Page 7
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As the Narendra Modi
Government embarks on

its ambitious Haldia-Varanasi
Inland Waterways Project
along the Ganga, researchers
from Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Kanpur and
Wildlife Institute of India
(WII), among others, have red
flagged the project over its
adverse impact on the Varanasi
Turtle Sanctuary (VTS).

The project, National
Waterway-1 (NW-1) under the
Jal Marg Vikas Project (JMVP),
requires dredging of the river,
which will severely impact the
aquatic life as well as entire bio-
diversity of the river, said
researchers in a study that
appeared in the latest edition of
“Current Science.”

Notified under the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, way
back in 1989, the VTS — a 7-
km long stretch from
Ramnagar to Malaviya Bridge
in Ganga River — is the world’s

only protected area dedicated
to freshwater turtles.

Gaurav Kailash Sonkar and
Kumar Gaurav from
Department of Earth and
Environmental Sciences,
Indian Institute of Science
Education and Research,
Bhopal, Niladri Dasgupt and
Syed Ainul Hussain from
Wildlife Institute of India (WII)
and Rajiv Sinha from Indian
Institute of Technology Kanpur
examined the eco-geomor-

phology of the VTS for its sta-
bility using hydraulic geometry
of the channels, such as width,
depth and discharge acquired
from an acoustic doppler cur-
rent profiler, and the mapping
of planform morphology from
remote-sensing images. 

“The assessment suggests a
well-defined, stable cross-sec-
tion profile along this stretch of
the river. It provides conclusive
evidence that the geomor-
phology of the Ganga river

within the VTS has remained
stable for the past 50 years,
except for some minor changes
in the form of bar growth and
erosion both upstream and
downstream of the sanctuary,”
the report said.

However, the researchers
warned that any construction
activity, which is bound to
happen once the National
Waterway-1 starts, does not
augur well for the tortoise as
well as other aquatic animals in
the sanctuary.

“Construction activities
along the bank, movement of
large vessels, sand mining in
the sanctuary or dredging of
the main channel may desta-
bilise the river geomorphology
that will negatively affect
the integrity of the VTS
as well as the ghats at
Varanasi,” they cau-
tioned.

A p a r t
from turtles,
this stretch of the
Ganga is important for

other conservation dependent
species such as gharials
(Gavialis gangeticus), dolphins
(Platanista gangetica) and sev-
eral island nesting birds.

The proposed Jal Marg
Vikas Project (JMVP) is aimed
at enabling the passage of cargo
ships and boats through VTS.
After a preliminary analysis of
the morphology and hydraulic
parameters of the Ganga at
VTS, the researchers discuss
how the passage of boats and
cargo ships through the sanc-
tuary may affect the physical
habitat by inducing changes in
the channel morphology of
the river.”

This is expected to dis-

rupt the morphological and
ecological sanctity of VTS. In
order to evaluate the impacts of
these large-scale interventions,
it is important to assess the
scale of alteration(s) they may
cause to the eco-geomorphic
attributes of the river, the
researchers concluded.

As per the Government
plan, NW1 will go from
Allahabad in Uttar Pradesh to
Haldia in West Bengal along
the Ganga and then along its
arms — the Bhagirathi and the

Hooghly. It will involve the
construction of more bar-
rages along the river, and

heavy dredging of silt, so that
a width of 45 metres and a

depth of 3 metres can be main-
tained throughout. This would
enable passage for barges car-
rying 1,500-2,000 tonnes of
cargo.

The 1,620-km long nation-
al waterways project will be
funded jointly by the Centre
and World Bank at an esti-
mated cost of �5369.18 crore.
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The BJP on Monday named
External Affairs Minister

S Jaishankar as its candidate
for a Rajya Sabha seat from
Gujarat, hours after he joined
the saffron party in the pres-
ence of its working president
JP Nadda.

Jaishankar,  a  career
diplomat and former foreign
secretary, was inducted by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in his government and
given the high profile min-
istry in a surprise develop-
ment.

He was sworn in as a
Cabinet minister along with
other members of the gov-
ernment on May 30. 

A minister who is not a
member of Parliament has to
be elected as its member
within six months of his or
her swearing in.

His joining the BJP was a
mere formality after he was
inducted in the government.
He became a party member at
a ceremony at its office in
Parliament. 

Bypolls to two Rajya
Sabha seats were necessitated
after BJP president Amit Shah
and another party leader
Smriti Irani were elected to
the Lok Sabha, causing the
vacancies.

The BJP is set to win both
the seats. It has named Jugalji
Mathurji Thakor its candi-
date for the second seat.

Lucknow (PNS): SK Tayal, an
Uttar Pradesh bureaucrat on
his way to Lucknow for a meet-
ing, died in a road accident
about 20 km from Secretariat
on Monday. His driver Jai
Narayan was also killed in the
accident. 

Tayal was the senior gener-
al manager of the state-run
Rajkiya Nirman Nigam at
Varanasi. Officials said SK
Tayal was headed to Lucknow
to participate in a departmen-
tal review meeting convened by
Deputy CM KP Maurya at 3
pm. His wife Sangeeta, who
was travelling with him, is in a
serious condition. ■ See Pg 3
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Sugar production in the just
concluded 2018-19 cane

crushing season in Uttar
Pradesh fell marginally to 11.82
million tons (MT). The sugar
output fell nearly 1.9 per cent
compared to the production of
over 12 MT in the 2017-18
crushing season.

Better sugar recovery, how-
ever, saved the day for the sugar
industry which partly made up
for low crushing of cane by
mills this season. Although
net cane purchase by all 119
sugar mills in UP fell by 7.25
per cent, yet sugar output
dipped by a much lower ratio
of 1.9 per cent compared to last
year.

Interestingly, sugar pro-
duction in the state this season
was earlier pegged at a much
higher level of 12.4 MT due to
estimates of higher cane
acreage of 2.8 million hectares.

Meanwhile, state mills,
especially private ones, are
saddled with high arrears

worth �10,000 crore. Against
total payables of about �33,025
crore for 2018-19 season, mills
have collectively paid nearly
�23,000 crore so far with the
remaining yet to be cleared.

In November 2018, the
state government had kept
cane price for common vari-
ety unchanged at �315 per
quintal, thus providing relief to
mills amid falling sugar
exports, stockpile, mounting
arrears and subdued market
prices.

Recently, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath had asked
private mills to settle farmers’
dues by August, 2019 and had
warned that any further delay
would not be tolerated. The
payments ratio of govern-
ment-controlled cooperative
mills stands at 85 per cent 
and that of private units at 70
per cent. 

This season, 119 sugar
mills, including 94 private, 24
cooperative and a UP State
Sugar Corporation unit, had
participated in cane crushing.
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Bharatiya Janata Party’s
Uttar Pradesh unit is bat-
tle-ready to win all the 12

Assembly seats where bypolls
will be held soon. Of these
seats, one each was held by
Samajwadi Party and Bahujan
Samaj Party while the rest were
with the BJP.

A high-level meeting was
held at the BJP state headquar-
ters in Lucknow on Sunday
night, in which party leaders
decided to appoint ministers
and office-bearers for super-
vising the bypolls in each
Assembly constituency, selec-
tion of candidates, overseeing
campaigning and related
issues.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, BJP state chief
and Union minister
Mahendra Nath Pandey,
Deputy Chief Minister Keshav
Prasad Maurya, BJP state gen-
eral secretary (organisation)
Sunil Bansal and leaders of
districts where the bypolls
will be held.

On Monday, sources in
the BJP said that the meeting
decided to expedite the mem-
bership drive and booth man-
agement in the 12 Assembly
constituencies with focus on
caste equations.   

The sources said that it
was decided that Maurya and
BJP state vice-president
Ranjana Upadhyaya would be
in-charge of Govindnagar
(Kanpur) constituency while
Deputy Chief Minister Dinesh
Sharma and minister
Devendra Chaudhary would
oversee Rampur seat. 

Energy Minister Shrikant
Sharma and BJP state vice-
president BL Verma will over-
see the bypolls in Tundla
(Ferozabad), Panchayati Raj
Minister Chaudhar y
Bhupendra Singh and BJP
secretary YP Singh in Gangoh
(Saharanpur),   Sugar
Development Minister Suresh
Rana and BJP vice-president
Purshottam Khandelwal in
Iglas (Aligarh),  Rural
Development Minister
Mahendra Singh and BJP sec-
retar y Prakash Pal in

Manikpur (Chitrakoot), UP
minister Raghvendra Pratap
Singh Dhunni and BJP gener-
al secretary Ashok Kataria in
Hamirpur Assembly con-
stituencies.

Medical  Education
Minister Ashutosh Tandon
and BJP general secretary
Vidyasagar Sonkar will over
see the bypolls in Lucknow
Cantonment, Forest Minister
Dara Singh Chauhan and BJP
general secretary Govind
Narain Shukla in Zaidpur
(Barabanki), Law Minister
Brijesh Pathak and Santosh
Singh in Jalalpur (Ambedkar
Nagar).

Social Welfare Minister
Rampati Ram Shastri ,
Minister of State Upendra
Tiwari along with Minister of
State Anup Gupta have been

made in-charge of Balha
(Bahraich) constituency and
Transport Minister
Swatantradev Singh and BJP
secretary Tribayank Tripathi
of Pratapgarh.

The Hamirpur Assembly
seat was declared vacant after
sitting BJP member Ashok
Singh Chandel was convicted
in a murder case by the
Allahabad High Court.  

The other 11 Assembly
seats fell vacant after their
members resigned on getting
elected to the Lok Sabha
recently.

In 2019 LS polls, BJP had
fielded four ministers and
five legislators. Two legislators
of Samajwadi Party and one
each of Bahujan Samaj Party
and Apna Dal also contested
the Lok Sabha elections.

UP minister and MLA
from Lucknow Cantonment,
Rita Bahuguna Joshi, was
elected to Lok Sabha from
Allahabad, minister and MLA
from Govindnagar, Satyadev
Pachauri, from Kanpur and
minister SP Singh Baghel
from Agra (Reserved) seat. 

Besides, BJP MLA from
Manikpur Assembly seat, RK
Singh Patel, was elected to Lok
Sabha from Banda, BJP MLA
from Iglas Rajvir Singh
Valmiki Diler from Hathras
and BJP legislator from
Zaidpur, Upendra Rawat,
from Barabanki.

Similarly, BJP legislator
from Gangoh, Pradeep
Chaudhary won the Kairana
Lok Sabha seat, MLA from
Balha, Akshaywar Lal Gaud,
the Bahraich seat.

SP MLA from Rampur
Mohammad Azam Khan, won
the Rampur Lok Sabha seat,
BSP legislator Ritesh Pandey
the Ambedkar Nagar seat and
Apna Dal MLA from
Pratapgarh Sangam Lal Gupta,
the Pratapgarh seat on BJP
ticket. 

Lucknow (PNS): Toeing Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath’s line
on dereliction of duty and laxity by cops leading to law and order
problems, UP Police brass issued circular to district officials to
identify sloth cops over 50 years of age and hand them compul-
sory retirement. After the opposition cornered the Bharatiya
Janata Party state government over law and order situation, Yogi
repeatedly said that his government would take stern action
against lax policemen and sack them if required. 

In a circular sent to all DGs, ADGs, IGs, DIGs, SSPs/SPs and
other departmental heads on June 21, ADG (Establishment)
Piyush Anand sought by June 30, the names of policemen who
could be given compulsory retirement for laxity.

The circular said that under Rule 56, the government could
give compulsory retirement to policemen over 50 years of age
for laxity after a three months’ notice. “All policemen, who have
attained the age of 50 years on March 31, 2019, come under this
preview and a list should be sent to police headquarters after
screening them thoroughly,” the ADG’s circular said.  

���	� �2�3"4/

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath condoled the

death of 17 persons in natur-
al calamities across the state
and directed officials to ensure
release of compensation and
other necessary help to the
bereaved family at the earliest.

A government spokesman
said on Monday that the Chief
Minister directed release Rs 4
lakh as compensation to fam-
ily members of those who
died due to natural calamity.
The Chief Minister also asked
officials to ensure proper
medical care to 19 people
who were injured in separate
incidents.

The spokesman said that
the Chief Minister warned
officials of stern action if any
delay was reported from any-
where in extending help to the
victims. 

District magistrates were
directed to start immediate
relief work and restore nor-
malcy without any delay. 

Three deaths were report-
ed due to heavy rain, light-
ning, house collapse etc. in
Hardoi, two each in Jalaun,
Amethi, Sitapur, Balrampur,
Ghazipur, and one each in
Fatehpur, Budaun, Unnao,
and  Gonda.  Four cattle were
also killed in Hardoi while
four died in Ayodhya. 

���	� �2�3"4/

A month after its worst-
ever Lok Sabha poll perfor-
mance in Uttar Pradesh, the
Congress dissolved all district
and city committees in the
state and announced several
steps to strengthen the party. 

Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra has
appointed Congress Legislature
Party leader Ajay Kumar Lallu
as organisational head of UP
East 

The organisational head
of UP West would be appoint-
ed by Congress general secre-
tary Jyotiraditya Scindia later
on.

Interestingly, the party did
not dissolve the state unit
which implies that Raj Babbar
would continue as UP
Ccongress Committee chief

for some time. But, by giving
him no role in the appoint-
ments of new district level
teams, the Congress leadership
has made it clear that it is not
happy with Babbar and hence
has kept him aside from the
revamp.

Giving information about
the recent decision taken by
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra in New
Delhi on Monday, UP
Congress spokesman Mukesh
Chauhan said the party’s new
district committees would have
50 per cent office-bearers below
40 years of age and at least 33
per cent of them would be
women.

Chauhan further said that
Congress would also set up
two-member committees for
each Assembly constituency
going to bypolls in UP. “The
committee would work in

respective constituencies where
bypolls will be held, suggest
suitable contestants and later
help with their campaign,” he
said.

Chauhan said the party
would also set up two discipli-
nary committees — one each
for East and West UP — to
address complaints about indis-
cipline/anti-party activities
during 2019 Lok Sabha polls. 

Each committee would
have three members.  

In the recent Lok Sabha
polls, Congress won only the
Rae Bareli seat. It could not
save even its traditional Amethi
seat where party chief Rahul
Gandhi lost to Bharatiya Janata
Party’s Smriti Irani. 

Congress had contested 67
seats in the recent Lok Sabha
polls and it’s vote share dipped
to 6 per cent.
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Inaction of the police in a dispute
over molestation of a Dalit girl

led to major violence in Roza area
of Shahjahanpur in which two
youths from both side were killed
on Monday. While one youth was
gunned down by the accused, the
retaliatory incident witnessed the
lynching of the second youth.

The daylight double murder
triggered tension in the area and
additional forces were rushed to the
spot to control the situation. Senior
officers also rushed to the spot and
were camping to ease the tension.

Like always, the police denied

that the clash was triggered due to
molestation and claimed that the
incident was sequel to a dispute dur-
ing a panchayat meeting. 

SP (City) Dinesh Tripathi said
that the incident took place when
groups led by Sonu (25) and Maya
Prakash Gupta (55) clashed during
a panchayat meeting at Jumai village
in Roza area on Monday. After Sonu
was shot dead, people from his side
started beating Gupta with sticks
injuring him seriously. He was
rushed to the hospital where he died.

Sources, however, maintained
that both groups fought after the
molestation of a Dalit girl. The girl’s
family went to the police station a

week back and pleaded to take
action, fearing risk to their lives from
the accused. 

However, the police refused to
act against the accused and asked the
victim to ‘settle’ the matter.
Surprisingly, the Shahjahanpur police
even ignored Urban Development
Minister Suresh Khanna’s directive
to act against the culprits immedi-
ately. Consequently, police apathy led
to the bloody clash on Monday. 

The girl’s family has complained
that Sonu threatened them for dar-
ing to report the matter to the police.
Sonu was going on a motorcycle
with cousin Mohit when the victim’s
cousin Santosh shot him dead at a

petrol pump on Lucknow-Delhi
highway on Mond11ay. 

Locals rushed to the crime
scene and even tried to nab Santosh
but he managed flee.

Later, the angry mob got hold of
Santosh’s kin Maya Prakash and bru-
tally assaulted him with sticks and
rods till he was dead. 

Several persons from both sides
were also injured. 

Later, police along with a section
of Provincial Armed Constabulary
reached the spot and chased away
the troublemakers. 

Heavy police force is camping in
the area and so far half-a-dozen per-
sons have been detained. 
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With the aim to boost the
morale of party cadre

after the debacle in the recent
Lok Sabha election, Rashtriya
Lok Dal held a meeting of
workers and office-bearers of
all its units at party office in
Lucknow on Monday. 

Senior RLD leaders,
including national general sec-
retary Triloki Singh, state pres-
ident Masood Ahmad and
national spokesman, Anil
Dubey, addressed the workers. 

The RLD leaders found
themselves on a sticky wicket
when asked about ongoing
tussle between alliance partners
Samajwadi Party and Bahujan
Samaj Party, saying they were
evaluating the development.
But 

Triloki Singh said RLD
had alliance with Samajwadi
Party and it would continue.
“We will decide who will con-
test from which seat in the UP
Assembly bypolls,” he said.  

Criticising the Bharatiya
Janata Party government in
Uttar Pradesh, Singh said, “The
BJP came to power on the
promise of improving law and
order in the state but there was
no order and only law
remained,”  He said the govern-
ment gave the slogan of Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao but failed
to save them from monsters. 

“Wanted criminals have
police patronage and they are
roaming freely but the govern-
ment is thumping its back,
claiming everything is in apple
order in UP,” he said.

The RLD leader demand-
ed that realisation of power
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Lucknow: A sharpshooter of
slain gangster Munna Bajrangi
was arrested during police check-
ing in Mirzapur district on
Monday.

Amjad alias Pintu alias
Doctor was arrested during
checking in Chilh area and a
country-made pistol and four live
cartridges were recovered from
his possession, police said. PTI
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Last year, the state had
even floated a soft loan scheme
for those private mills whose
payments ratio stood at more
than 30 per cent in 2017-18
season. Later, eligible mills
were sanctioned soft loans
amounting to nearly �2,900
crore.

“Payments would improve
in coming days as crushing
season is now over and there
would be no fresh addition to
outstanding amount. Deputy
Cane Commissioners have
already been directed to pre-
pare a roadmap for ensuring
farmers’ payments,” official
sources said.
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arrears from farmers who were
yet to get their cane arrears be
stopped immediately.

“If the government does
not concede this demand we
will stage protest at Vidhan
Bhawan,” Singh warned.

RLD state president
Masood Ahmad said the party
had started poll preparations
for Assembly bypolls and the
2022 Assembly election.

Ahmad said the party lead-
ers had been asked to pull up
their socks from now. “We
will keep struggling for farm-
ers, unemployed youths, work-
ers and people of lower strata
of society and in accordance to
the ideology of former Prime
Minister Chaudhary Charan
Singh,” he said. RLD spokesman
Anil Dubey also spoke in the
meeting.
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ESreedharan, popularly
known as ‘Metro Man’
has put in his resignation

papers as the principal advis-
er of Lucknow Metro Rail
Corporation (LMRC) citing
old age and deteriorating
health. Talking to The Pioneer,
Sreedharan said that he would,
however, be available for any
guidance sought by managing
director Kumar Keshav for
projects in Uttar Pradesh. The
‘Metro Man’ said that in the
future, he would be engaged in
the initiation of Metro systems
in Jammu & Srinagar and  in
the exercise of cleaning the Dal
Lake in Kashmir.

Sreedharan said that at the
age of 88 years, he found it dif-
ficult to move from one end of
the country to another. He said
that the Jammu & Kashmir
High Court had  appointed
him in October 2018 as the
Principal Consultant of the
Committee of Experts which
would help in the restoration
of Dal Lake to its original
pristine glory. He said that he
had written to the court that he
was too old to travel and
would like to be excused but
the court did not accept his

submission. “The lake has
been encroached by 7,000 peo-
ple who have to be removed
and also 60 per cent of the
sewage which was flowing into
it has to be tackled,” he said.

The Jammu & Kashmir
government has sought his
assistance in the construction
of  the metro system in
Srinagar and Jammu.
Sreedharan said that he had
told the government of Jammu
& Kashmir that he would  only
help in the initial stages and
would not be able to continue
for the final commissioning of
the Metro. On being asked how
he had been selected for the
cleaning of the Dal Lake, he
said that there was a back-
ground to the whole scene.
“This problem was going on
since 2002. On public litigation
by a very prominent person
saying that Dal Lake was dying
and something should be done,
various directions were issued
by the High Court of Jammu
& Kashmir to the state govern-
ment  but nothing happened.
In 2009 the High Court adopt-
ed the Dal Lake saying that it
would look after it and it start-
ed issuing directions to the
state government. Even then
things were not improving so

in October 2018 they appoint-
ed experts from outside,” he
said. Regarding his association
with the Lucknow Metro, he
said, that it was in April 2014
that the state government had
sought his help for the con-
struction of the Lucknow
Metro. “It was the then Chief
Minister Akhilesh Yadav who
called me and said that he
wanted my assistance in the
construction of Metro and
sent one of his secretaries all
the way to Pattambi in Kerala
where I live, and he also
arranged for me to view the
inauguration of the Metro in

Lucknow to show that I was a
part of the project. Later, I was
appointed as the principal con-
sultant,” he said. He admitted
that they did not know how to
go about it.

“When I visited Lucknow I
told them very clearly that if
they wanted to finish the pro-
ject on time and within the esti-
mated cost then they would
have to appoint a technocrat
and not a bureaucrat at the
helm of affairs. The then state
government was open to the
suggestion but asked me to
appoint the proper person. I
told them let the applications

come and then they asked me
to give inputs regarding the
qualification of the managing
director and I wrote everything
by hand,” said Sreedharan.

He said that the state gov-
ernment asked him to give the
qualifications for the directors
also but he told them that the
managing director, when
appointed, should have a say in
this. “In the selection process, I
also insisted that apart from the
then Chief Secretary and myself,
there should be an officer from
railways too,” he added. He
said that he had made a com-
mitment that the first line of
Metro in Lucknow would be
opened in three years and the
whole line would be complet-
ed in four years’ time. “This is
what happened. The first line
from Transportnagar to
Charbagh opened in two years
and eight months and the
whole line in three years,” he
added. He said later his guid-
ance was also sought for the
other Metros in Uttar Pradesh
such as Kanpur, Agra, Meerut
and Varanasi to which he gave
his assent. “Now a full team is
available and is experienced
and knows how to go about the
project. I accomplished my
task on time,” he said.
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General manager of UP
Rajkiya Nirman Nigam

(UPRNN), Varanasi, Sudhir
Kumar, who was coming to
Lucknow to attend an official
meeting,  was killed in a road
mishap in Mohanlalganj on
Monday noon. 

His driver also died in the
mishap while his wife Sunita
suffered critical injuries and
is admitted to Trauma Centre
of KGMU. The deceased dri-
ver was identified as Jay
Narayan (49). As per reports,
Sudhir Kumar (59) of Manas
Enclave in Indira Nagar was
on way to Lucknow and when
reached Gaura village of
Mohanlalganj (near Surya
Institute), the car rammed
into a truck parked wrongly
on the road around 12 noon.
His wife Sunita was accompa-
nying him as she had to go to
their house in Indira Nagar.
The impact was so intense
that the bonnet was badly
dented causing Sudhir and his
driver to suffer head injuries.
His wife, who was sitting on
a rear seat, also suffered

injuries as her head banged
against the car’s body. 

The commuters called the
police and also tried to pull
out the victims so that they
could be rushed to hospital
but in vain. Meanwhile, a
police team reached the place
for rescuing the victims. 

The cops rushed all the
injured to Trauma Centre
where Sudhir and Jay Narayan
were declared “brought dead”.
Police spokesman AK
Dwivedi said the truck had
been taken into custody and
the police were investigating
the case. “It is an unfortunate
incident. The driver probably
dozed off while driving and so
the car rammed into the truck
from behind,” he said. He
said the police were investi-
gating if the truck driver had
wrongly parked the truck. 

Sudhir was to retire after
six months. He had to attend
a meeting in which GMs of
UPRNN from all of the 75
districts of the state were
called to the capital. “The GM
and his wife were travelling by
a private car. Due to heavy
impact, the GM and the dri-
ver got  their  r ib cages
smashed in the incident,” said
Mohanlalganj SHO Gauddin
Shukla .

Additional SP (Vidhan
Sabha) Sarvesh Mishra, who
is also holding the charge of
(rural region), said a techni-
cal team inspected the crime
scene and found that truck
was parked wrongly. “As per
opinion of technical experts,
the car crashed into the truck
as the driver misjudged its
position,” the officer said. 

The kin of the GM said
the couple had a plan to set-
tle in Lucknow after Sudhir's
retirement. On the other
hand, son of the driver (Jay
Narayan) Sumit told news-
men that his father had
wished to donate his eyes. “I
will fulfill the wish of my
father,” Sumit said.
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Unidentified miscreants
stole cash and jewellery

worth several lakh from the
house of Allahabad High
Court’s judge Justice
Aniruddha Singh in Gomti
Nagar Extension on Sunday
night. The incident exposed
police tall claim about night
patrolling in posh localities of
the state capital and its cosmet-
ic measures to keep the record
up to the mark.

Gomti Nagar SHO RS
Sonkar said the judge is
presently serving in Allahabad
and was at his workplace.
“Singh’s wife and his daughter
Abha, an advocate at Lucknow
High Court, live on the 11th
floor of Ganga apartment in
Gomti Nagar Extension,” he
said. He said police were scan-
ning the footages of CCTVs
installed at the apartment and
in the area to track the miscre-
ants. “In one of the footages, the
image of a suspect had been
captured and we are looking for
the suspect,” he said.   

The SHO said Abha, her
mother and the judge had
gone out of the city on June 9
and the flat was locked. “They
got a call from their neighbour
when they were on their way to
Lucknow and reached the flat
around 8 am only to find the
house burgled,” he said.

It surfaced that the miscre-
ants had unlocked the metal
gate even and they had rum-
maged through each and every
corner of the flat to collect
booty from the house. It also
surfaced that the wily miscre-
ants had bolted the doors of
house of the judge’s neigh-
bours from outside to stop
them from coming out on
hearing commotion.                  

Police found that the
unidentified miscreants took
staircase to reach the 11th
floor. The cops, however, did
not find any footage of the mis-

creants when they were climb-
ing the stairs. Police said the
suspect whose image was cap-
tured was barefooted and had
covered his face with a scarf.    

Theft at the house of the
judge lengthened the list of
burglaries those took place in
the Gomti Nagar placing it as
the first choice of thieves. 

“From January 1 to June
10, scores of incidents of house
burglaries were reported to
have taken place in different
parts of Gomti Nagar,” the
sources said. They said the bur-
glars had targeted the house of
High Court judge in Vishal
Khand, a flat of government
engineer SK Rai in Vigyan
Khand, the flat of retired IAS
officer Ram Bahadur Singh in
a premium residential society
in Vipul Khand, a flat owned by
joint director in Agriculture
department Omvir Singh in
Vishesh Khand and house of
senior telecom executive in
Vipul Khand in the past. “A
spurt by nearly 30 per cent was
noticed in theft cases which
took place in Gomti Nagar in
the current year,” the sources
dealing in police dossiers said.
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Unidentified miscreants
killed a 24-year-old youth

and dumped his body under a
culvert in Nigoha on Sunday
night. His blood-stained body
bearing deep cut wounds
around the neck, as per victim’s
family claim, was recovered on
Monday morning. Police sent
the body for autopsy and an
investigation was underway. 

The deceased was identi-
fied as Yatish Tiwari of Sherpur
Lawal village in the area.

As per reports, Yatish left
his house saying he had to meet
some persons on Sunday night
and did not return since then.

His family waited for him
round the night and in the
morning on Monday they were
told of Yatish’s murder.

Deceased’s brother Manish
Tiwari told police that Yatish
was murdered. “He had deep
cut wounds around his neck
when we saw the body which
was dumped under the culvert,”
he said. The police said a case
of murder was registered in the
light of circumstantial evi-
dence and complaint of the
deceased’s brother. “The body
had been sent for autopsy and
further investigations are
underway,” the police said. The
police suspect old rivalry as a
motive for the murder.
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The southwest monsoon has
gone sluggish and it is not

expected to reach the state
capital in the next 48 hours.
MeT director JP Gupta said
that the slow movement of
monsoons was because of lack
of local systems to support it.

“It cannot be stated clear-
ly when the monsoon will
arrive but it is not expected in
the next two to three days,” said
Gupta. On Monday, high
humidity levels made the res-
idents sweat even as the max-
imum temperature was record-
ed at 39 degree Celsius, which
was just a notch below normal.
The minimum temperature of
27.6 degree Celsius was one
degree above normal.

Gupta said whatever rains

the city was receiving were the
pre-monsoon showers. In the
state, Kanpur was the hottest
on Monday 40.4 degree
Celsius.

The forecast for Lucknow

and neighbourhood is partly
cloudy sky while the maximum
and minimum temperatures
are expected to be around 40
degree Celsius and 28 degree
Celsius respectively.
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The Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI) has got per-

mission from the director gen-
eral to go ahead with renova-
tion of the Rumi Darwaza.
Talking to The Pioneer, a senior
official from ASI said they
would now submit the estimat-
ed cost required for the restora-
tion.

The iconic Rumi Darwaza
has been crying for attention
for the past several years and
any kind of restoration will
require traffic passing through
it to be diverted from behind
Teele Wali Masjid.

When pointed out that the
conservation of Rumi Darwaza
was an issue pending for a long
time and asked as to why did
they need to take any permis-

sion now, the official said at the
end of every financial year,
there were lapses of projects
which had not been taken up
and fresh proposals had to be

made.
When asked if they were

taking help from the adminis-
tration regarding the  diversion
of traffic for conservation of the

Rumi Darwaza, he said that
when they get the estimate
approved they would approach
the district administration.

The ASI has also geared up
for monsoon. The senior offi-
cial said that over a century-old
monuments might have por-
tions which could not bear the
impact of heavy rains.

“We have cleared the
drains in the monuments so
that the water does not collect
anywhere,” he added.

Meanwhile, the unit of film
‘Gulabo Sitabo’ starring
Amitabh Bachchan has sought
permission for shooting at the
Residency. “The permission is
given by the ASI director gen-
eral. We are intimated once the
permission is given. For every
shoot per day, we are paid Rs
50,000,” he said.
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Lucknow (PNS): The Food
Safety and Drug
Administration (FSDA) raided
Haji Sweet House in Aminabad
on Monday. FSDA officer
incharge TR Rawat said about
10 kg dry ‘imarti’, 5 kg ‘khoya
barfi’, 10 kg ‘gulab jamun’, 20 kg
‘dalmoth’, 5 kg ‘namakpara’
and 10 kg ‘balushahi’ were
destroyed in the raid.

He said seven people fell ill
after eating sweets on Sunday.
“Three samples were taken
yesterday and the shop was
closed. Today, we destroyed the
goods and the shop was washed
with bleaching powder,” he
said. Additional Chief Secretary
Anita Bhatnagar Jain had said
on Sunday that raids would be
carried out to check food adul-
teration in all the districts of the
state from June 24 onwards.

“The food products will be
tested for many characteristics.
There are some ingredients
which can be put in some
quantities and there are others
which are completely prohib-
ited and can cause several dis-
eases such as gastric problems
and intestine ulcers,” she had
said She had said that the
campaign would be carried
out on a daily basis. A review
will be carried out at the state
government level of the num-
ber of food products inspected,
number of shops inspected,
number of samples collected,
and quantity of the products
seized & destroyed.
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Peeved at the anti-encroach-
ment drive of Lucknow

Municipal Corporation (LMC)
in Kaiserbagh locality, a man
sitting at a tea stall being run
alongside the road hit an
employee in the team. This led
to a verbal spat and later shop
owners staged a stiff protest by
pelting stones on the team
forcing it to backtrack on
Monday noon. The employee
injured was identified as Sanjay
Kumar. Soon after the incident,
the passing of the buck game
started between LMC and
Kaiserbagh police with each
accusing another of not work-
ing in sync.

As per reports, the team,
led by zonal officer Narendra
Dev, reached the verandah in
the lane (close to ABC
Opticals) going to Nishat
Cinema and removed the Cool
Corner. Infuriated over this, the
shop owner called fellow shop
owners and soon a number of

them assembled at the scene
obstructing the ongoing exer-
cise. As the LMC team did not
give in, the shop owners start-
ed pelting stones on the team.

In a press note, the LMC
said the owner of the Cool
Corner and his men pelted
stones on the LMC team injur-
ing the employee, identified as
Sanjay. The police spokesman
denied reports of stone-pelting
and said a mentally-deranged
man threw a stone on the
team causing the LMC employ-
ee to suffer injury.   

After the showdown
between the LMC and shop
owners, the LMC team mem-
bers blamed the police for not
providing the force. “We have
written to Kaiserbagh police
but they did not provide force
saying there was already lack of
policemen to handle the crime
and law and order,” the team
members said. The police said
the LMC team had not
informed them before carrying
out the drive.
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Central Institute of
Medicinal Aromatic

Plants is working on a herbal
sun protection cream which,
the institute claims, will be
more effective than the prod-
ucts available in the market.
Talking to The Pioneer,
CIMAP acting director Abdul
Samad said the product
would be launched soon.

“Tests are being carried
out currently and there have
been very positive results,” he
said, adding that they had
taken care that the sun pro-
tection cream was made
according to the Indian con-

sumers’ needs. “We have
products which are made as
per the needs of Indian con-
sumers and this sun protec-
tion cream is also suited to
the temperatures prevalent
here,” he said. He pointed out
that the second advantage
was that it was totally herbal.

“Most of the creams
available in the market are
synthetic and chemical-based
which can result in several
kinds of diseases. Our prod-
uct is completely plant-
based,” he added

Samad said that the sun
protection factor (SPF) of
the cream was higher than
that of other creams available

in the market. “The SPF of
creams available in the mar-
ket is usually 15, but the
product that we have pre-
pared has the SPF of 40,
which is very high,” he added.
Among the other  advantages
of the product is that it will
be effective for a longer time.

“There are several disad-
vantages when we have the
sunlight falling directly on
our skin, but the harm
increases during the rains
when there are no dust par-
ticles in the air which can
reflect and scatter the sun-
light. The effect of this herbal
cream will last for several
hours,” he added.
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NCC Director General Lt

Gen Rajeev Chopra will visit
Uttar Pradesh NCC
Directorate on Tuesday. Lt
Gen Chopra will discuss and
assess NCC cadets’ training. Lt
Gen Chopra will also interact
with NCC cadets, ANOs and
other staff of NCC at Baba
Saheb Ambedkar University
auditorium. He will call on
Governor Ram Naik to brief
him on the ongoing NCC
activities in the state and will

also interact with Chief
Secretary Anup Chandra
Pandey to discuss various
NCC matters pertaining to the
state, including expansion
plans. On June 26, Lt Gen
Chopra will visit Group
Headquarters, Kanpur, and
then CATC Camp-187. He
will address the officers,
ANOs, PI staff and cadets. Lt
Gen Chopra is an alumnus of
National Defence Academy,
Khadakwasla, and Indian
Military Academy, Dehradun.
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An impressive graduation

ceremony was held at Memaura
Air Force Station to mark the
culmination of 159th Fighter
Controllers’ Course (FCC). The
course, comprising 19 officers
from Indian Air Force (IAF)
and three officers from Friendly
Foreign Countries, had com-
menced in January earlier this
year. The function marked the
culmination of FCC and don-
ning of the coveted Controllers’
Badge for the graduating offi-

cers. The meritorious trainees
were awarded trophies and
medallions by the reviewing
officer. Flying Officer Vishnu

Prasad was awarded AOC-in-
C, Central Air Command
Trophy for ‘Best in Overall
Performance’.

Lucknow (PNS): In a freak
mishap reported in Aliganj on
Monday afternoon, a driver died
after the autorickshaw overturned
as he swerved the vehicle to save
the life of a biker. The deceased
was identified as Pradeep (25) of
Madiaon. Reports said Pradeep
was passing via Sitapur road and
when he reached a shopping
mall, an elderly man riding a
scooty came on the way all a sud-
den. To save the scooty driver
from being hit, Pradeep swerved
the steering but could not control
the vehicle which hit into a truck
and then overturned. The scooty
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Dr APJ Abdul Kalam
Technical University is

taking important steps for pro-
moting technical and non-
technical education.

This was stated by Vineet
Kansal, dean, UGSE, AKTU, on
Monday. A five-day-long facul-
ty development programme
on ‘Emerging trends in compu-
tational intelligence - COIN
2019’ was organised at Babu
Banarasi Das Northern India
Institute of Technology. Kansal
was the chief guest at the vale-
dictory ceremony. 

Welcoming all the partici-
pants, Kansal said that the fac-
ulty development programme
was important for all the fac-
ulties as it helps the faculty
members to attain new knowl-
edge, diverse skills and abilities
in many aspects, including
managing multiple roles and
new responsibilities. It also
aims at integrating technology
into teaching, learning and
research and mastering new
computer-based educational
programmes.

Kansal also said that the
APJ Abdul Kalam Technical
University was organising
many such faculty development

programmes to improve and
enrich their faculties who in
return could forward this
knowledge to their students
which would help in sculpting
their future. 

This five-day-long faculty
development programme on
Emerging Trends in
Computational Intelligence-
COIN 2019 invited guest
speakers from various
renowned organisations across
the country. The facilitators
included the veteran speaker,
GN Pillai, and Manoj Tripathi
from the IIT, Roorkee, Nischal
Verma, IIT-Kanpur, Ravi
Shankar Singh, IIT, BHU, YN
Singh and Pawan Tiwari from
IET, Lucknow, JC Bansal, South

Asian University, Pramod
Kumar Singh, ABV IITM,
Gwalior, DK Vishwakarma,
DTU, and Amar Kishore,
Avadh University, who helped
all the participants with their
knowledge and skills.

VK Singh, director
(Engineering), Babu Banarasi
Das Northern India Institute of
Technology, expressed his grat-
itude to chairperson Alka Das,
BBD Educational Group, for
her constant guidance and
motivation which resulted in
the successful organisation of
this programme. Singh also
praised the organising team for
its devotion and hard work
which led to the smooth func-
tioning of the programme.
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Member staff (Railway

Board) SN Agrawal visited
RDSO on Monday and had a
detailed discussion with the
director general, who gave a
presentation to him on various
important projects. Agrawal
inaugurated newly-upgraded
‘Manoranjan Club’ of RDSO.
This club has recently been ren-
ovated with new facilities like
air-conditioned gymnasium,
yoga hall, library, multipurpose
hall etc and is used by the thou-
sands of super-
visors and staff
members of
RDSO and their
f a m i l i e s .
Agrawal also
visited the Extra
D i v i s i o n a l
Railway hospital
of RDSO and
saw the female

and male wards and other
facilities.
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Punjab and Sind Bank cel-

ebrated its 112th Foundation
Day on Monday. On the occa-
sion, the zonal office in
Lucknow organised a blood
donation camp with the coop-
eration of KGMU in the pres-
ence of zonal manager Gajraj
Singh Thakur. Employees of
Lucknow branches and cus-
tomers donated blood. 
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Students from Brazil,
Czech Republic, Indonesia,
Spain and India, here to
attend the 8-day
International CISV Youth
Meeting hosted by City
Montessori School from
June 24 to July 1, were
accorded a warm welcome

by CMS students and teach-
ers. The young participants
said they had come to
Lucknow with the messages
of unity and peace. The
school is hosting the 8-day
event in which student del-
egations from Brazil, Czech
Republic, Indonesia, Spain
and India will be taking
part.
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driver, identified as Syed Abid,
also fell down on the ground and
suffered injuries as the tail end of
the auto hit him. The commuters
rushed for the help of the victims
and they were taken to a nearby
hospital where doctors declared
Pradeep as “brought dead”. “Abid
is admitted to a hospital and he
is out of danger,” the police
spokesman said.

Meanwhile, a driver was
found hanging from a tree in
Gosainganj on Monday. Dilip
Kumar (28) of Sallahimau village,
along with his wife, was living at
a house in Kanshiram colony in
the locality. On Sunday night, he
left the house and did not return
following which his family went
out to search him. “Dilip was
hanging from a tree with a rope
tied around his neck,” deceased’s
father Paridin Kanaujia told
police. Police sent the body for
autopsy.
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To express their ire over the mur-
der of lawyer Sushil Kumar Patel,

who was shot dead on June 23 near the
Gohri railway crossing, the lawyers of
district court staged a demonstration
at Kutchery on Monday and burnt an
effigy. The irate lawyers expressed con-
cern over the deteriorating law and
order situation and demanded imme-
diate arrest of the killers.

They handed over a memoran-
dum to the Additional District
Magistrate (City), demanding the
arrest of the miscreants and adequate
financial compensation to the mem-
bers of the bereaved family.

The Advocates Association of
India at a meeting under the presi-
dentship of Ajeet Bhaskar expressed
concern over the increasing crime
graph in the district. Condemning the
murder of Patel, the speakers demand-
ed the immediate arrest of the miscre-
ants and a compensation of �50 lakh
for the members of the bereaved
family.

District president of Adhivakta
Sabha (Prayagraj) Chandra Prakash
Nigam also condemned the murder of
Patel and alleged that the police
administration had failed to provide
security to people of the district. He
said if the district administration
failed to arrest the miscreants within

24 hours, the lawyers would take their
agitation to the streets. 

The 48-year-old lawyer was shot
at by two armed bike-borne miscreants
near Gohri railway crossing in Soraon
on Sunday. The injured lawyer was
rushed to SRN Hospital where he was
declared brought dead.

Family members of the deceased
and his friends and colleagues reached
SRN Hospital after being informed
about the incident. Top administrative
and police officials, including District
Magistrate Bhanu Chandra Goswami
and SSP Atul Sharma, also reached the
hospital and consoled the kin of the
deceased.

Patel, son of Ram Lal, was a resi-
dent of Lohra village in Soraon and
used to practise in the tehsil there and
district court. Sushil took a house on
rent at Azad Nagar Colony in
Allahabad and used to live with his
wife and three children.

On Sunday, Sushil went to Lohra
village on his bike to meet his parents.
In the evening, he was returning
home when two bike-borne miscre-
ants, who were following him, shot at
him from a close range near Gohri
railway crossing. The bullet pierced his
chest as a result of which he fell on the
road bleeding profusely. A pall of
gloom descended on the area where
the victim lived when the news about
his death reached there.
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The Congress on Monday
said the comeback of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi to
power was the result of his
“salesmanship” and asserted it
primary role in the nation-
building, even as the BJP insist-
ed that it was the ten-year-long
“policy paralysis” of the
Congress rule which made the
country realise the importance
of strong leadership.  

Initiating the debate on the
motion of thanks on President’s
address, Congress leader in the
Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury launched a blister-
ing attack on the Modi
Government as the chair
expunged some of his comments
against the ruling dispensation.

Lashing out at the BJP for
alleging a scam in the sale of 2G
spectrum, he said if there was
a wrongdoing why are UP
chairperson Sonia Gandhi and
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi not in jail. “Why are
they still in Parliament,” he said
and challenged the Modi
Government to walk the talk.

He charged the BJP
Government has developed
“political plagiarism” syndrome
and is only a “travesty of truth”,
saying it only tries to 
highlight its achievements
ignoring the foundation laid
down by his party.

Recalling former Prime
Ministers Jawaharlal Nehru,
Indira Gandhi and Rajiv
Gandhi, Chowdhury listed out
the achievements under the
Congress Government and
accused the BJP of just renam-
ing 19 of the 23 schemes of the
Congress party.

“This Government has
developed a new syndrome
called political plagiarism...
Congress party has been con-
tributing to growth (since
Independence), but one morn-
ing you suddenly say the
Congress has done nothing
and you are doing all develop-
ment work. It is nothing but
travesty of truth...

“You are a Government
which can be called compli-
ment addicted Government
driven by manipulation,” said
Chowdhury who was the first
speaker from Opposition to

initiate discussion on the
Motion of Thanks.

Congress leader Sonia
Gandhi continued to prompt
Chowdhury while he was
attacking the BJP in his speech.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Home Minister Amit Shah
were present in the House.

Stating it was the Congress
party which initiated revolution
like Green Revolution, White
Revolution and Technology
Revolution in the country, and
increased GDP growth,
Chowdhury said it was under
the Congress that host of CPSEs
like ONGC, IOC, NTPC, SBI
and HAL were set up.

“The Congress is the soul
of the nation. The Congress is
synonymous with India... For
us, country is ahead of the
party... Although we have 52
members in the House, but we
will continue to fight for the
common man,” he said.

He said the BJP rode-back
to power as Modi is a “very big
salesman” while the Congress
failed to market its product in
the Lok Sabha polls, he said,
adding he accepted this fact.

“Our Prime Minister is a
very big salesman. We
(Congress) have been unable to
sell our product, that is 
why we lost (Lok Sabha elec-
tions),” he said.

Taking a dig at Union
Minister Pratap Sarangi, who
had initiated the discussion for
the Government, he said
Sarangi crossed limits in his
praise of Modi. This invited
sharp reactions from the
Treasury Benches as they
referred to “India is Indira,
Indira is India” remarks made
by Congress leaders when
Indira Gandhi was Prime
Minister.

He said BJP MPs did not
take steps to mitigate miseries
of the people as they think

Modi will do everything.
“They think that praising

Modi is sufficient, he will help
them sail through (Modi baba
paar lagayenge),”he said.

Opening the debate for
the Government, Sarangi hit
out at what he called the
Congress Government 
of “policy Paralysis”, “acciden-
tal Prime Minister” and
“Tukde-tukde-gang”.

In his address, which bare-
ly touched on the contents of
President’s address, Sarangi
was effusive in his praise for
Modi and his leadership.
Sarangi said he is grateful to
Modi for making a man like
him, who hails from a humble
background, a Minister.
Sarangi’s long speech was
replete with ‘Sanskrit slokas”
and interspersed with Bangala,
Odiya, Hindi and English
quotes.  

Sarangi’s jibe at the
Congress on its refusal to accept
people’s mandate to Modi,
made the Prime Minister smile.
Taking on the Opposition party,
Sarangi said the Congress made
the BJP realise the importance
of strong leadership as policy
paralysis was a “new norm”
during the ten-year rule of the
party with the “accidental
Prime Minister” at the helm.

“Policy paralysis was a new
norm during those ten years.
And it was Congress which
made us realise the importance
of strong leadership,” he said.

Without naming former
Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, he said even the
Congress Prime Minister was
an “accidental Prime Minister.”

Emphasising that both
Modi and his Government are
committed to the welfare of the
poor and downtrodden,
Sarangi said by 2022 every
poor person will have a “pucca”
house with toilet. 
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Leader of Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha, Ghulam Nabi

Azad, on Monday said the BJP
won the Lok Sabha polls by
practicing divisive policies, but
in the process the ‘nation stood
defeated’.

Unleashing a fierce attack
on the Government, Azad said
under the ‘New India’, humans
dreaded humans, glorifiers of
killers of Mahatma Gandhi
were in the ruling party, and
incidents of mob lynchings
were rampant. 

Speaking on the motion of
thanks to the President’s
address in the Rajya Sabha,
Azad said unemployment is at
all time high and heinous
crime like rape on minors are
abnormally on the rise.

Launching a scathing
attack on the Government and
its policies, Azad said a party
could win elections on divisive
policies but the “Nation stood
defeated”.

“Keep your New India to
yourself but return our old
India where there was a culture
of love and... Where there was
no lynching and no
hatred...Where Hindu and
Muslims used to feel the pain
of each other,” he said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi was present in the House
during Azad’s address.

Referring to the President’s
speech on Mahatma Gandhi’s
150th anniversary celebrations,
Azad said unfortunately a can-
didate of the ruling party called
the killer of the Father of the
Nation a patriot and no action
was taken and the candidate
was a parliamentarian now.

“My tongue will burn...I
cannot repeat the remarks...I
have a complaint to the Prime
Minister, why didn’t you take
action. Mahatma Gandhi may
be Congress President but he
was Father of the Nation...I
would not have mentioned it
here but President’s speech
mentions his birth anniversary
celebrations ...BJP should take
action...It still has time till
October...,” Azad said.

While attacking BJP for
defending 2008 Malegaon blast
accused Sadhvi Pragya
Thankur, Azad, however did
not mention her by name and
said: “How is this possible and
how someone can defend this?
Though it doesn’t make any dif-
ference to us, this is a blot on

the face of the ruling party
which cannot be wiped out.”

He also referred to how
former Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru on com-
plaints about a Congress can-
didate in 1952 had instead
urged people to vote for an
Independent candidate who
had a clean impage.

On New India, he said it
was full of hatred where people
were afraid of people and not
afraid while being in jungle.

“In old India, there was no
hatred, anger or lynching. New
India is one where humans are
enemies of each other. You
won’t be scared of animals in a
jungle but you’ll be scared of
humans here. Give us India
where Hindus, Muslims, 
Sikhs and Christians live for
each other.”

Reacting to a recent case of
lynching in Jharkhand,  he
said, “Jharkhand has become a
factory of lynching and vio-
lence. Dalits and Muslims are
being killed there every week.
PM Modi, we are with you in
the fight of ‘Sabka saath sabka
vikas’ but it should be there for
people to see it. We can’t see it
anywhere.”

In a recent lynching inci-
dent, Tabrez Ansari, 22, died in
a Jharkhand hospital on Sunday,
days after he was brutally
thrashed by a mob at Dhatkidih
village in Seraikela district on
suspicion of stealing a bike.

“We prefer to remain in
opposition for 1,000 years but

cannot adopt your path...We
cannot run government
through TV..We can afford to be
out of Parliament...A party can
win on decisive policies but the
Nation has lost..We want victo-
ry of the country,” he said.

He said rapes were at an all
time high including henious
crimes like rapes on minor and
that  “Beti Padhao and Beti
Bachao” was just plain talks.

Azad said crime against
women have risen manifold
and urged government to
ensure 50 per cent reservation
to women in Parliament as it
was having absolute majority.

He said Congress’s attempts
were thwarted last time though
the Women’s reservation Bill
was passed in Rajya Sabha.
Unemployment, he said was at
its peak with government try-
ing to curb reports by various
agencies and that the youth
who voted for BJP needed jus-
tice. He said as per NSSO
report, the unemployment was
highest in the last five years.

On triple Talaq legislation,
he said, the Opposition was
also in favour but the govern-
ment’s intent should be clean.

He also attacked the BJP
saying if the former Prime
Ministers Jawaharlal Nehru,
Indira Gandhi, Lal Bahadur
Shastri and Rajiv Gandhi did
not do anything then who laid
the foundation of power plants,
dams and hydro-elctric pro-
jects, and cautioned the gov-
ernment to not be so callous.
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TMC leader Saugata Roy on
Monday demanded avoid-

ing of Electronic Voting
Machine (EVM) and bring
back the ballot system to ensure
“transparency” in election
process. BSP leader Danish
Ali also questioned the relia-
bility of EVMs. Both MPs were
speaking on the Motion of
Thanks to President’s address
in Lok Sabha.

“EVMs should be jetti-
soned. I am opposed to EVMs.
Ballot papers should be
brought back,” Roy said in the
Lok Sabha. He questioned how
BJP leadership “knew” in
advance the number of seats
they were going to win in the
Lok Sabha elections.

Roy said BJP president, a
day before the election results
were announced, declared that
his party will win 300 seats. The
party won 303 seats. “How is it
possible?” His speech was inter-
rupted by BJP MP Nishikant
Dubey who objected to Roy
raising the issue of EVMs in the
House saying that Election
Commission cannot be ques-
tioned. On point of order raised
by Dubey, the Chair said that
whatever is objectionable would
be removed from records.

Danish Ali (BSP) said
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
should have convened an all-
party meeting on the issue of
EVMs and not simultaneous

polls. He claimed that the
EVMs have helped the BJP
return to power. Several BJP
members hit back, saying that
he, along with several other
opposition members have also
won the polls. He also alleged
that the electoral bonds were
used to help parties like BJP get
funds from corporate houses.

Ali said corporate houses
do not fund parties like the BSP,
hence the electoral bond
scheme was aimed at helping
parties like the BJP.

Saugata Roy also charged
that BJP is dividing the nation
and has created mayhem in
West Bengal. “They are divid-
ing the country. We shall resist
NRC tooth and nail,” he said,
regretting that former
pracharak of RSS outfit, which
was banned in 1948 for mur-
der of Gandhi, has become the
Prime Minister. “We will resist
with all our might to save sec-
ularism”.

Earlier in the morning,
TMC MPs are holding a sit-in
in front of Mahatma Gandhi’s
statue on the Parliament’s
premises , demanding elec-
tion be held by ballot paper
instead of electronic voting
machines (EVMs). 

The party, which has been
crying foul over the use of
EVMs in the recently-con-
cluded Lok Sabha polls, on
Monday said their agenda for
the protest was — “No to
EVMs, Yes to paper ballots.”
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The Government on
Monday introduced the

Bill to allow voluntary use of
Aadhaar as identity proof and
reservations in jobs at Jammu
& Kashmir to replace the
Ordinances. Opposing the
Aadhaar Bill, RSP MP NK
Premchandaran said it was a
“grave violation” of the
Supreme Court’s judgement
on Aaadhar. He argued that
private entities can get hold of
Aadhaar data and violate fun-
damental rights especially the
Right of Privacy.

Responding to the RSP
MP, Union Information and
Technology Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad said Aadhaar is
a valid law, it is in national
interest and doesn’t violate pri-
vacy. He said so far more than

60 crore people have taken
mobile SIM cards through
Aadhaar and now it is not
mandatory. Suggesting the Bill
is in line with the apex court
judgement, Prasad said people
of India have accepted Aadhaar.

The Bill proposes to allow
voluntary use of Aadhaar num-
ber for authentication and

identity proof in opening of
bank accounts and procuring
of mobile phone connections.
The Bill also seeks to give a
child an option to exit from the
biometric ID programme on
attaining 18 years of age, while
stipulating stiff penalties for
violation of norms set for use
of Aadhaar and violation of pri-

vacy. The move is aimed at
making Aadhaar people-
friendly. It also paves the way
for use of alternative virtual
identity number to conceal
actual Aadhaar number of an
individual, said Prasad.

The Bill also proposes dele-
tion of section 57 of the
Aadhaar Act relating to use of
biometric identifier by private
entities. This amendment will
also prevent denial of services
for refusing to, or being unable
to, undergo authentication.

Besides this, the proposed
amendments provide for estab-
lishment of Unique
Identification Authority of
India Fund, and confer
enhanced regulator-like power
on the UIDAI.

The Jammu & Kashmir
Reservation (Amendment) Bill,
2019 was introduced by
Minister of State for Home G
Kishan Reddy on behalf of
Home Minister Amit Shah
who was present in the House.
People living along the
International Border (IB) in
Jammu & Kashmir will get
benefits of reservation in direct
recruitment, promotion and
admission in professional
courses on par with those liv-
ing along the Actual 
Line of Control (ALoC),
according to a Bill introduced
in the Lok Sabha.

The Bill seeks to provide
relief to people living in areas
adjoining the International
Border in Jammu & Kashmir.
They can now avail benefits of
reservation in direct recruit-
ment, promotion and admis-
sion in different professional
courses. People living in areas
adjoining the IB in Jammu &
Kashmir were not included in
the ambit of the Jammu and
Kashmir Reservation Act, 2004
and Rules, 2005.

Due to continuous cross-
border tensions, persons living
along the IB suffer from socio-
economic and educational
backwardness. Shelling from
across the border often compels
residents to move to safer
places, which adversely impacts
their education as schools and
colleges remain closed for long
periods.
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The Election Commission
(EC) has refused to disclose

under the RTI Act the dissent
notes of its Commissioner
Ashok Lavasa on decisions per-
taining to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s speeches
which were alleged to have
violated model code, saying it
was exempted information
which may “endanger the life or
physical safety” of an individ-
ual. 

The EC was responding to
Pune-based RTI activist Vihar
Durve who had demanded
Lavasa’s dissent notes, pertain-
ing to speeches given by Modi
in rallies at Wardha on April 1,
Latur on April 9, Patan and
Barmer on April 21 and
Varanasi on April 25.

The poll body cited Section
8(1)(g) of the RTI Act exempt-
ing the disclosure of informa-
tion which would endanger the

life or physical safety of any
person or identify the source of
information or assistance given
in confidence for law enforce-
ment or security purposes.

Durve had also sought
information about the proce-
dure followed and the decision
given by the commission with
regards to these speeches. This
information was also denied cit-
ing the Section 8(1)(g) of the act.

Lavasa had reportedly dis-
sented on a series of clean chits
given by the commission to the
Prime Minister and BJP pres-
ident Amit Shah on their
speeches.

As his demand to record
his dissent notes in the EC’s
orders was not met, Lavasa had
recused himself from cases
relating to relating to violation
of the Model Code of Conduct.

The ‘full commission’ of
the panel, comprising Chief
Election Commissioner Sunil
Arora and members — Lavasa

and Sushil Chandra — had
deliberated on the contentious
issue, after which the EC said
dissent notes and minority
views would remain part of
records but would not be part
of its order.

“In the meeting of the
Election Commission held today
regarding the issue of MCC
(Model Code of Conduct), it
was, inter alia, decided that
proceedings of the commis-
sion’s meetings would be drawn,
including the views of all the
commission members,” the EC
had said in a statement after the
meeting on May 21.

In the meeting, Lavasa is
learnt to have stuck to his
ground, pressing for his
demand to include dissenting
views in the orders. Since
copies of the orders are sent to
the complainant and respon-
dents, they become public even
if the commission does not
share it with media.

The EC had maintained
that the dissent notes cannot be
made part of the order as the
poll code violation cases are not
quasi judicial in nature and that
they are not signed by the chief
election commissioner (CEC)
and fellow commissioners.

“They are like executive
orders. They are summary
decisions where decision is
taken by the EC without hear-
ing out counsels of the two par-
ties. The orders are brief which
are not signed by the three
commissioners,” explained an
official after meeting.

Such orders are usually
signed by the principal secre-
tary or secretary of the EC con-
cerned, the official said. 

Lavasa had reportedly dis-
sented in as many as 11 EC
decisions involving complaints
against Modi and Shah for
alleged MCC violation and
where they were given a 
clean chit. 
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Reaching out to the
Opposition parties and seek-

ing their cooperation in smooth
conduct of the House,  BJP
working president JP Nadda on
Monday asked the Opposition
to realise  that disruption  affect-
ed  them the most.

Initiating a debate on the
Motion of Thanks to the
President’s address in Rajya
Sabha, Nadda said, “We should
agree to disagree in the House.
But we should not disagree just
for the sake of disagreement. I
appeal. I need all of yours sup-
port. There were many dis-
ruption in the House in the
past. This (disruption affects)
the opposition the most.”

Outlining the direction of
newly formed Modi 2.0, he
told the House that this
Government would work
toward improving ease of liv-
ing in the next five years to fur-
ther reach out to the com-
moners in the country.

On Prime Minister
Narendra Modi getting sever-
al international awards, he
said: “These are all awards for
India. Now India is not just a
spectator but also a player in
the international scene.”

Seconding the motion, BJP
member Sampatiya Uikey
lauded the NDA Government
for working for women’s
progress and improving their
lives through various social
sector schemes and policies
during the past five years. 

Speaking on the motion,
SR Balasubramoniyan of the
AIADMK suggested that elec-
tions which stretch too long
should be avoided in the
future, citing the example of
the recently concluded gener-
al elections spread over seven
phases across the country.

Referring to electronic vot-
ing machines (EVMs), he said,
of late, there have a number of
demonstrations by a political
party that it can be tampered
with on a booth level. Many
dvanced economies have paper
ballot system. We must also go
back to the paper ballot sys-
tem, he said.

On the suggestion of hold-

ing Lok Sabha and State polls
simultaneously, Balasubra-
moniyan said he does not
know how feasible such a
proposition is as reports so far
suggest it is impractical.

Observing that funds
which have to be disbursed to
states must be given in time, he
claimed that Central
Government owes thousands
of crores to Tamil Nadu which
must be released at the earliest
as otherwise the implementa-
tion of schemes would suffer.

Ram Gopal Yadav of the
Samajwadi Party said some of
the schemes cited in the
President’s address seem
unachievable based on their
proposed size and scale.

He alleged that fake
encounters were taking place
in the country on a large scale
and FIRs are also not being
lodged in such cases.    

“If the country is safe then
why our borders are shrink-
ing,” Yadav said, asking if it is
not true that China is doing
something or the other on our
borders regularly.

“You (Government) can
always raise your eyebrows
against Pakistan but what hap-
pens when it comes to China,”
Yadav said.

He claimed that there was
discrimination being practiced
on the basis of religion and
caste and alleged that some
Samajwadi Party workers had
been killed in Uttar Pradesh
after the BJP-led Government
came to power in the State.

Referring to the situation
of jobs in the country, Yadav
said the youth are disgruntled
and disappointed.
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Jaipur/New Delhi :
Rajasthan BJP president
Madan Lal Saini died on
Monday while undergo-
ing treatment at AIIMS
in Delhi, a party
spokesperson said. Saini,
also a Rajya Sabha MP, was 75.

He was diagnosed with
infection in lungs and was
admitted at a private hospital in
Jaipur. On Saturday, he was
shifted to Delhi owing to his
deteriorating health and was
being treated under the
Hematology Department at
AIIMS. “He was later shifted to
the ICU after his condition fur-
ther deteriorated.  He passed
away today around 7.09 pm,” a
source at AIIMS said.

Saini, who hailed from
Sikar district, was appointed
BJP state president last year.
He was a former MLA and
RSS volunteer who held vari-

ous posts in the
Bhartiya Kisan
Morcha as well. A pall
of gloom descended at
the party’s state head-
quarters in Jaipur
where a large number

of BJP leaders and workers
gathered after hearing the
news of Saini’s death.

His body will be kept at
the party office in Jaipur for
visitors on Tuesday morning.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed grief and said
Saini’s death was a major loss for
the BJP. “The passing away of
Madanlal Saini Ji is a major loss
for the BJP family. He con-
tributed to strengthening the
party in Rajasthan. He was
widely respected for his conge-
nial nature and community
service efforts. My thoughts are
with his family and supporters.
Om Shanti,” he tweeted. PTI
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The water crisis plaguing
Tamil Nadu has turned out

to be a full blown out water war
between the ruling AIADMK
and the Opposition DMK. As
part of its efforts to unseat the
AIADMK Government, the
DMK leadership declared on
Monday that it would not 
allow transportation of water
from Jolarpettai in Vellore dis-
trict to Chennai .

Chief Minister Edappadi
Palaniswami had announced
on Friday that a 50 wagon train
would be pressed into service
to transport 10 million litres
water per day from Jolarpettai
to Chennai. The Government
has set apart Rs 65 crore to
meet the cost of  transporting
the water and other expenses,
Palaniswami told mediaper-
sons after a Cabinet meeting
which was convened to discuss
the water shortage in Chennai.

But Durai Murugan, trea-
surer, DMK, declared that his
party would oppose the State
Government’s move to trans-
port water from Jolarpettai to
Chennai. Murugan who was
the Minister for Public Works
Department in the previous
DMK Government disclosed

that at present the Tamil Nadu
Government was bringing stag-
nant and polluted water from
quarries. “I have seen people
dumping carcasses of animals
in these quarries. The
AIADMK Government is sup-
plying water through tanker
lorries so that it could get
commission from lorry own-
ers,” alleged Mirugan.

The declaration of
Murugan that his party would
prevent transporting water
from Jolarpettai to Chennai has
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Even in the absence of any
formal invite from the BJP-

led Central Government, 
peace talks are gradually gain-
ing momentum in Jammu 
& Kashmir. 

After Hurriyat leadership,
several mainstream political
parties have welcomed the
‘idea’ of resuming talks with in
the ambit of the Indian consti-
tution. But it seems the State
unit of the BJP is still not in
sync with the ruling dispensa-
tion in Delhi. 

After several Kashmir-
based politicians, including
National Conference Chief Dr
Farooq Abdullah and PDP
Chief Mehbooba Mufti batted
for early resumption of talks,
State BJP spokesman on
Monday issued a written state-
ment claiming, “any talks with
the Joint Resistance leader-
ship/Hurriyat at this stage with-
out them publicly accepting
pre-conditions will be counter-
productive and a retrograde
step”. 

On the other hand,  BJP
national vice-president and the
J&K affairs in-charge, Avinash
Rai Khanna, in Srinagar said,
“Centre was open for dialogue
with the Hurriyat leaders “but
within the ambit of Indian
constitution.”

“We are open for talks.
Hurriyat leaders are own peo-
ple, they are the residents of
J&K so they are most welcome
to talk to us including the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
but within the ambit of Indian
constitution,” Khanna told
mediapersons on the side-lines
of a party function in Srinagar.

First of all, the ball was set
rolling by the J&K Governor
Satya Pal Malik in Srinagar on
Saturday where he made a first
‘cryptic’ statement saying, “it
was encouraging to see
Hurriyat’s readiness for talks”.  

Governor Malik had stat-
ed that the Hurriyat leaders,
who had once shut doors on
Ram Vilas Paswan, when
approached for dialogue, were
“now ready for talks, which was
an encouraging sign.”

Without wasting any time
Hurriyat Conference (M) led
by Mirwaiz Umar Farooq  too
reacted positively claiming,
“the amalgam has always been
in favour of talks “as the means
of resolution.”

Reacting to the political

development, National
Conference President and sit-
ting Member Parliament from
Srinagar Dr Farooq Abdullah
Monday said, “The Governor
says Hurriyat has agreed to
talks. Then, talks should be
held with them,”

Similarly, former Jammu &
Kashmir Chief Minister and
Peoples Democratic Party pres-
ident on Monday said she was
relieved that Hurriyat has
“finally” softened it stand on
talks with the Centre.

Quoting a famous Persian
couplet, daer ayad durust ayad
(Better later than never),
Mehbooba said on Twitter,
“Dair aye durust aye. The
underlying purpose of PDP-
BJP alliance was to facilitate
dialogue between GoI & all
stakeholders. Tried my best to
make it happen in my tenure as
CM but relieved that Hurriyat
has finally softened their stand”.

Meanwhile in Jammu, State
spokesperson of BJP Brig Anil
Gupta said, “None of the
Hurriyat leaders have signaled
any change in their stance and
continue to promote sepa-
ratism”. “Mere appeals for talks
with the Centre is no indicator
of any change in their mindset”,
he added.

BJP spokesman said,
“Hurriyat is the perpetrator of
most of the problems in
Kashmir. With the inflow of
Hawala money controlled, they
are now strapped of cash and
thus asking for talks. The JRL
should publically acknowledge
the undisputable status of J&K
and it being an integral part of
India. They should also commit
their loyalty to Constitution of
India and seek talks only under
its ambit,” asserted Brig Gupta.

“Any talks with the
JRL/Hurriyat at this stage with-
out them publicly accepting
these pre-conditions will be
counter-productive and a ret-
rograde step. It will also be a
huge set back to the ongoing
extremely successful opera-
tions against terror and the ter-
ror support network, of which
Hurriyat is a major culprit”. In
2016, “the same leadership had
spurned the offer of talks with-
in the ambit of Constitution
because at that time they
enjoyed backing and support of
Pakistan. The present offer of
talks is a mere ruse and 
time gaining exercise to
regroup and reorganise,”
warned Brig Gupta.
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Trinamool Congress suf-
fered yet another setback as

BJP on Monday filched a whole
district board, an MLA and a
district Trinamool president
from the Bengal ruling party
while its senior leader Mukul
Roy said what the people saw
on Monday was only a trailer
of the movie that was going to
be enacted in seven stages.

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s recent endeavours to
revive her party in North Bengal
suffered a major setback as for-
mer South Dinajpur district
TMC party president Biplab
Mitra joined the BJP along
with local Zilla Parishad presi-
dent Lipika Roy who switched
over to the saffron outfit with a
team of 10 ZP members. 

A third blow to the TMC
came from Kalchini further deep
inside North Bengal’s Dooars
area from where sitting party
MLA Wilson Champramary
joined the saffron outfit. With
Champramary’s joining the BJP
the total number of Trinamool
MLAs joining the saffron 
outfit post general elections went
up to five. 

All the TMC leaders joined
the BJP in Delhi in presence of
Kailash Vijabargiya the 
party’s observer for Bengal and
Mukul Roy.

With the South Dinajpur
10 ZP members joining the BJP
the 18-member district board
will naturally go into the hands
of the saffron outfit. Former
TMC MP and present TMC
district president Arpita Ghosh
who replaced Mitra in the
wake of the general elections
that saw South Dinajpur
(Balurghat seat) going to the
BJP however said at least four
out of the 10 ZP members who
had joined the BJP would soon
come back to the TMC.

“They told me that they
were forcibly taken to Delhi
and promised to rejoin the
Trinamool after they return to
Balurghat,” she said.

In Delhi, Roy told
reporters, “this is only a part of
the first phase of the seven
stages in which the TMC lead-
ers will join the BJP … by the
end of the seventh phase
Mamata Banerjee Government
will fall from power,” remind-
ing “yeh to abhi trailer hei, pura
picture abhi baki hei (this is

only the trailer and the whole
film is to come).”

On why he joined the BJP
Champramary said “Mamata
Banerjee has converted TMC a
one-man party. She runs it
according to her own whims and
fancies. No one has any voice in
the party as everyone must
carry out her orders. She sup-
presses the voices of the people
in a manner that today her party
is trying to impose Bengali lan-
guage on the people. They are
telling that if anyone has to live
in Bengal he has to read Bengali.
This is unacceptable.” The turn-
coat MLA further said, “TMC is
charting the CPI(M)’s path with
more ferocity.” 

Mitra once TMC’s charge
de affairs in North Bengal and
a powerful organiser too
echoed Champramary’s voice
saying “people have come to
know about Mamata 

Banerjee’s dictatorial ways
even as she tries to win all the
elections by putting her pho-
tograph in display. But people
like us do not rely on her pic-
ture because we have our own
organsational support base.
We will not submit anymore to
her dictation.”
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In what the Trinamool
Congress promptly saw a

“saffron roadmap to paint
Bengal in blood,” two senior
BJP leaders from the State on
Monday said their party would
chart the Uttar Pradesh model
should they come to power in
order to teach the TMC’s
“Tolabaj” (extortionist) and
criminal brigade a lesson.

The BJP leaders’ statements
came against the backdrop of
one more shootout death at
Mathurapur in South 24
Parganas where a person was
shot dead by alleged TMC
goons and three others were
received serious bullet injuries
during a political clash. 

Senior State party leader
Sayantan Basu said “if the

TMC goons do not chart the
right path and come back to
their senses then the police will
be told to either arrest them or
shoot them in encounter.”

Most of these “TMC goons
have created havoc in their
regions by extorting money
from the people and spreading
violence,” he said, adding when
the BJP would come to power
it would follow the UP model.
“I warn you TMC goons we will
chart the UP model and ask the
police either to arrest the goons
or if they try to flee away to
Bangladesh then simply kill
them through encounters before
they can cross the border.” 

Basu who lost from Basirhat
parliamentary seat to TMC’s
actress-turned-politician Nusrat
Jahan was pulled up by the
Election Commission when he

appealed to the CRPF to “shoot
through the TMC goons chests
instead of aiming at their legs.”

Echoing Basu’s statements
another State party general
secretary Raju Banerjee warned
the Trinamool men who were
extorting money from the peo-
ple to “watch out and mend
your ways or else when we will
come to power we will not stop
the police from dealing with
you in encounters.”

He said “after BJP comes to
power you (TMC goons) will
be seen standing in front of
your houses with placards ask-
ing for pardon and saying
‘spare us and we will never do
it again’,” Banerjee said adding
“we will not intervene if the
police dealt you in encounters.”

Reacting sharply to the BJP
leaders’ statements senior

Trinamool leader Firhad Hakim
said “what they are telling now
only speaks of their character …
This only speaks about the
encounter ideology that their
party, particularly their former
party president and present
Home Minister Amit Shah fol-

lows,” reminding, “encounter
deaths of Ishrat Jahan and oth-
ers speak volumes about the
BJP’s conduct.” The BJP was a
party of killers he maintained.
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took the people by surprise.
“Till now, the water war was
confined to States. The
announcement by Duruai
Murugan would lead to 
a situation where people in
one district fight their coun-
terparts in neighbouring dis-
trict,” said Narayanan
Thiruppati, BJP leader.

Murugan is reportedly
worried over the poll prospec-
tus of his son Kathir Anand,
the DMK candidate from
Vellore Lok Sabha constutien-
cy. The poll from this con-
stituency was rescinded fol-
lowing large scale seizure of
unaccounted money from the
residence and business premise
of Durai Murugan.

Meanwhile, the AIADMK
is planning to launch a
counter agitation blaming the
DMK for its efforts to derail
the Water Train project.

Dr Nanditha Krishna,
director, CPR Environmental
Centre said this was the worst
water crisis to hit Chennai in
the last three decades.
“Groundwater has almost been
depleted and there is no pos-
sibility of finding any new
water bodies in the metropo-
lis or in surrounding areas,” Dr
Krishna said.
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The Tamil Nadu
Government on Monday

sought the Centre’s ‘urgent’
interevention on the Mekedatu
reservoir issue, saying
Karnataka seeking environ-

mental clearance for the project
was in violation of an award of
the Cauvery Water disputes tri-
bunal and a Supreme Court
judgment.

In a letter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Chief Minister
K Palaniswami requested him to
direct the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change to “reject out-
right” Karnataka’s proposal.

Palaniswami sought Modi’s
“urgent personal intervention”
to deny permission to the pro-
posal of Karnataka’s Cauvery
Neeravari Nigama Niyamita

seeking environmental clear-
ance for the Mekedatu
Balancing Reservoir and
Drinking water project.

The neighbouring State
seeking such clearance was in
“utter violation” of the final
order of the Cauvery water dis-
putes tribunal and a judgment
of the apex court in February
2018, he said. Palaniswami said
the Tamil Nadu Government
has been conveying its strong
objections and been urging the
Centre to reject outright and
return the Detailed Project
Report of the Mekedatu project. 

Jaipur: The Rajasthan Government has decided to implement
the Centre’s flagship health insurance scheme, Ayushman
Bharat, by integrating it with the state’s own Bhamashah insur-
ance scheme.

State Health Minister Raghu Sharma on Tuesday said the
Centre’s scheme will be implemented in integration with the State’s
Bhamashah insurance scheme. Ayushman Bharat provides for cash-
less medical treatment worth up to Rs 5 lakh to the beneficiary fam-
ilies per year.
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Commemorating 20 years of
the Kargil War, the IAF

Monday turned the Gwalior air
base virtually into a theatre of
conflict with a dramatic reen-
actment of some milestones of
the 1999 operation. In a sym-
bolic recreation of the Tiger
Hill attack in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Drass-Kargil area,
the air force used the Mirage
2000 aircraft and explosives
were blown up on a ‘model hill’
to recreate the crucial events of
the war. The chief guest for the
event is Air Chief Marshal BS
Dhanoa. The IAF has planned
several activities at the air base
to commemorate the 20 years
of the war and the symbolic
recreation of the Tiger Hill
attack was one of them. Five
Mirage 2000, two MiG 21s
and one Sukoi 30 MKI were on
static display at the base. 

One of the Mirage 2000
aircraft showcased the Spice
bomb carrier. The bomb was
used in the Balakot airstrike in
February. The aircraft is under-
going upgrade which will
extend its life by another 20

years, said Air Marshal Rajesh
Kumar, Air Officer
Commanding-in-Chief of
Central Air Command (CAC)
of the IAF. Three squadrons of
Mirage are based at the Gwalior
Air Force Station. “The Kargil
conflict offers an exemplary
experience in the use of air
power in warfare in high
mountains conditions and is
key to full understanding of
India’s emerging posture,” a
senior IAF official said. 

Several gallantry award
winners, both serving and
retired, who participated in
‘Operation Vijay’ are attending
the event. The Indian armed
forces displayed exceptional

valour while successfully dis-
lodging the enemy from the
strategic hill in the Drass-
Kargil area, an official said. The
Mirage-2000 aircraft played a
crucial role in the battles fought
during the war and also hit
enemy targets bunkered in at
the Tiger Hill. During the war,
the IAF had conducted opera-
tion Safed Sagar as a part of
Operation Vijay of the Army.
A number of events have been
planned by the Army in Delhi
and in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Dras town next month to mark
the 20th anniversary of the
‘Kargil Vijay Diwas’, officials
had earlier said.

The anniversary celebra-

tions for this year will be
spread over three days from
July 25-27. “However, as part of
the build up to the main event,
numerous activities have been
planned all over the country
from the first week of July,” an
official said.

The celebrations in the
national capital will begin on
July 14 with the illumination of
a ‘Victory Flame’ from the
National War Memorial in
Delhi, which would traverse
through 11 towns and cities to
finally culminate at Dras where
it will be merged with the
eternal flame at the ‘Kargil
War Memorial’, he said. The
objective of these celebrations
is to evoke feeling of patriotism
through nationwide cam-
paigns, especially among the
youth and to pay homage to the
valiant soldiers. “The Kargil
War will always be remem-
bered for its strategic and tac-
tical surprises, the self-imposed
national strategy of restraint in
keeping the war limited to
Kargil-Siachen sectors, and the
swiftly executed tri-services
military strategy and plans,” the
Army had said.
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the people as well as among
political parties is very impor-
tant... If people feel that politi-
cians cannot keep their words
while dealing with each other,
they will not be able to keep
their promises made to the
people,” Tripathi said.

The problem that we are
seeing now is an outcome of
lack of commitment, he
remarked. The BJP was equal-
ly scathing. “BSP chief
Mayawati had sought votes
from the Dalits, and had mar-
ginalised them. She cannot
think about anyone beyond her
family. Her history is full of
betrayals... “Akhilesh should
have thought 100 times before
joining hands with Mayawati
for opportunistic and selfish
politics,” BJP’s UP spokesper-
son Harish Srivastava said in a
statement. 

An inkling of what was to
come was available immedi-
ately after the Lok Sabha poll
results were out on May 23.
Mayawati then said her party
would go it alone in the
upcoming bypolls to a dozen
Assembly seats in UP.
Mayawati, according to party
sources, had said the alliance
was useless and Yadav votes
were not transferred to the BSP.
For the record, however, she
said at the time that electoral
ties with the SP would contin-
ue. In a statement 10 days after
the defeat of the alliance in the
Lok Sabha elections, Mayawati
had said she can work with the
SP in future if Yadav is able to
“fulfil his duties”. The often
mercurial leader has patchy
loyalty record with her party
known to make and break
alliances with more than one
party. 

��	���-�###
preventive steps and first aid.
He has asked for a compensa-
tion of Rs 10 lakh to members
of the family of the deceased
who have died due to negli-
gence of the state machinery.
The petitioner sought a direc-
tion to the Centre for consti-
tuting a board of medical
experts and immediately send-
ing it to Muzaffarpur. He asked
the apex court to direct the
Centre and the Bihar govern-
ment for immediately arrang-
ing 500 stationary and 100
mobile intensive care units

with required medical profes-
sionals to deal with the patients
from the remote areas and the
emergency situation which
occurred due to the AES out-
break. Symptoms of AES
include high fever, convulsions
and extremely low blood sugar
levels. Among the factors said
to trigger the syndrome are
malnutrition. There were more
than 44,000 cases and nearly
6,000 deaths from encephalitis
in India between 2008 and
2014, said a 2017 study pub-
lished in The Indian Journal of
Medical Research (IJMR).
Researchers said the patients
often report acute onset of
fever and altered consciousness,
with a rapidly deteriorating
clinical course, leading to death
within hours. Litchis grown in
Muzaffarpur, the country’s
largest litchi cultivation region,
are said to contain a toxin
which can cause a drop in
blood sugar levels if consumed
by a malnourished child. 
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Opposition Congress party

was quick to hit out at the gov-
ernment saying Acharya has
added his name to the long list
of experts who attempted to
show the “mirror of truth” to
the BJP regime.

“RBI Dy Guv, Viral
Acharya adds his name to the
long list of experts who
attempted to show the ‘Mirror
of Truth’ to BJP regime. 4
Economic Advisors,2 RBI Guvs
& a Niti Aayog VC has resigned
earlier!” party chief spokesper-
son Randeep Surjewala tweet-
ed. The Congress, on its official
Twitter handle, said, “could
his abrupt decision have any-
thing to do with his stance on
reaffirming the RBI’s indepen-
dence from the current gov-
ernment”.

He is the third top-ranking
official at the RBI to have quit
or declined to seek a second
term during the BJP rule.
Governor Raghuram Rajan
had in 2016 decided not to seek
a second term followings ten-
sions with the government.
His comment likening the
Indian economy in the global
situation to that of a one-eyed
king in the land of blind had
not gone down well, with the
then Commerce and Industry
Nirmala Sitharaman criticising
him. BJP’s Rajya Sabha MP

Subramanian Swamy too had
run an active campaign to
remove him.

Patel in December became
the first RBI governor to have
resigned since the 1990s.

Since Acharya was
appointed by Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the resignation
would also be accepted by the
panel. With Acharya quitting,
the RBI will be left with three
deputy governors N S
Vishwanathan, B P Kanungo
and M K Jain. Acharya, CV
Starr Professor of Economics,
Department of Finance, New
York University – Stern School
of Business, was appointed
RBI Deputy Governor for three
years in December 2016. He
joined the RBI in January 2017.

He had joined the central
bank at a time when it was fac-
ing criticism for repeated
changes in the rules related to
deposit and withdrawal of
money, post-demonetisation.
Acharya was looking at the
monetary and research cluster
at the Reserve Bank.

As an independent-mind-
ed economist, Acharya had on
several occasions courted con-
troversy by criticising the gov-
ernment and the finance min-
istry and raising the question of
central bank’s autonomy.
Acharya, who once called him-
self the ‘’poor man’s Raghuram
Rajan’’, had delivering A D
Shroff Memorial Lecture in
October last year, stated that
undermining RBI’s indepen-
dence can trigger a crisis of
confidence in capital markets
and that “attrition of central
bank powers results in attrition
of its human capital and dete-
rioration of its efficiency and
expertise over time”.
Speculation about Acharya’s
exit had started on the day Patel
quit.
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As per the report, the

NIPFP study said that during
the period 1997-2009 illicit
financial flows out of the coun-
try have been in the range of
0.2 per cent to 7.4 per cent of
Gross Domestic Products of
the country. “NCAER in its
study said unaccounted wealth
accumulated outside India is
estimated to exist between
USD 384 billion and USD 490

billion between 1980 and 2010
period while the NIFM’s study
said that results of estimation
suggest that total illicit outflow
at the present value (including
opportunity cost) from India in
the reform period (1990-2008)
is Rs 94,1837 crore (USD
216.48 billion). Importantly,
illicit outflows from the coun-
try are estimated on average to
10 per cent of the estimated
unaccounted income,” the
report says.

“It appears that the reliable
estimation of unaccounted
income and wealth inside and
outside the country is a diffi-
cult task, this inference is val-
idated by the widely varying
estimates of the unaccounted
income arrived at by these
three institutes.  “The Chief
Economic Adviser has opined
that there is no scope for arriv-
ing at a common estimate of
unaccounted income by com-
bining estimates from the three
reports (studies),” the report
said. The committee also noted
that as only a “limited number
of stakeholders” could be
examined by it, owing to the
paucity of time, “this report
might be considered as a pre-
liminary report”, pending
examination of other witness-
es including non-official wit-
nesses or experts on the subject
and after evidence replies of the
Finance Ministry which are
awaited. The committee, the
report added, would thus
expect more fruitful outcomes
on this count, both in terms of
much wider tax base as well as
actual tax yield. In the context,
it also desires that the long-
delayed direct tax code should
also be finalised at the earliest
and reintroduced in Parliament
with a view to simplify and
rationalise the direct tax laws in
the country. 
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He was declared “brought

dead” by doctors at the Tata
Main Hospital in Jamshedpur
on June 22, said police.
S e r a i k e l a - K h a r s a w a n
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Karthik S said on June 17,
Ansari and two others had
entered a house in Seraikela vil-
lage at night allegedly with an
intention to commit theft.

However, the occupants of
the house woke up and raised
an alarm, following which vil-

lagers caught hold of Ansari
and “manhandled” him, while
his accomplices managed to
flee, the SP told reporters. “We
are investigating the incident.
We have, so far, arrested five
persons in this connection but
have, at the same time, set up
a high-level team to probe the
entire matter meticulously,”
said Karthik. Ansari was found
to be in possession of valuables,
which he and his associates had
allegedly stolen from other vil-
lages, the officer said.

Police reached the spot in
the morning and took Ansari
to jail on the basis of a com-
plaint from villagers, after
administering first aid to him.
However, when his condition
deteriorated in jail on the same
day, he was taken to the Sadar
Hospital, where he was diag-
nosed with multiple injuries,
the SP said.

Ansari was subsequently
referred to the Tata Main
Hospital in Jamshedpur.
However, locals of Dhatkidih
village came out with a differ-
ent version. “As per our under-
standing, Ansari died at the
hospital four days after he was
thrashed up by the villagers.
During the probe, it was found
that Ansari and two of his asso-
ciates, Noomar Ali (19) and
Seikh Irfan (18) had first com-
mitted a theft at the house of
Rajesh Pramanik at
Mahalimurup and Fulchand
Pradhan at Murup villages,
before committing theft at
Sagar Pradhan, also in Murup,”
said locals.  

After theft at the three
houses, the trio had climbed on
the roof top of Bishnu
Pradhan’s house at Dhatkidih,
but incidentally as Pradhan’s
son was awake on the roof top,
he raised an alarm, leading the
three to flee, they said. While
Noomar and Irfan managed to
escape by jumping down the
building, Ansari sustained
grievous injury in his left ankle
in course of the jump. 

While the people were
searching for the thieves here
and there, Ansari kept on hid-
ing in the bush and could be
traced only by two women
who had gone there to respond
nature’s call at about 1 am.  It
was after the women found
Ansari there that they raised an
alarm and villagers turned up
and caught him.
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The death toll in the Barmer
‘pandal’ collapse tragedy

in Rajasthan has climbed to 15,
whereas the number of people
injured in the incident stood at
71, officials said on Monday.
The incident took place on
Sunday when a pandal fell on
the people due to strong winds
and heavy rains during a reli-
gious programme here. 

“With the death of a man
Pokar Ram, the death toll has
increased to 15. We have infor-
mation that 71 people are
admitted to various private
and government hospital in
Barmer,” Sub Inspector,
Balotara police station, Shaitan
Singh said. He said the number
of people injured could be
higher as some of them had left
Barmer for Jodhpur and Ajmer,
adding that their information
was being collected.
Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot, Health Minister
Raghu Sharma, Revenue
Minister Harish Chaudhary
and others Monday met the
grieving families of those killed
in the incident.  

Gehlot also visited the acci-
dent site in Jasol village and
spoke to locals. He paid floral
tributes to those who lost their

lives and visited the injured in
hospitals. “The incident is very
unfortunate and a proper
inquiry will be conducted,” he
said. The Chief Minister also
appreciated constables
Gomaram and Daularam for
their prompt action in provid-

ing rescue and relief to the dis-
tressed. Earlier, Union Minister
of State for Agriculture and
Barmer MP Kailash
Chaudhary visited hospitals to
enquire about the condition of
the injured. Governor Kalyan
Singh also expressed grief

over the incident. “He prayed
from the God for the peace of
departed souls,” a release
quoted him on Monday. A
‘Ram Katha’ was organised at
a school ground near Rani
Bhatiyani temple in Jasol vil-
lage of the district on Sunday.

The pandal was uprooted by
strong winds, trapping the
people sitting under it. 

More than 1,000 devotees
were attending the pro-
gramme at the time of the
incident. Most of those killed
were from different villages of
Barmer district, including
Jasol village, about 460 km
from state capital Jaipur,
police said. The state govern-
ment has announced a com-
pensation of Rs 5 lakh each to
the kin of those killed and up
to Rs 2 lakh to the injured. An
inquir y led by Jodhpur
Divisional Commissioner BL
Kothari has also been ordered.
Eyewitnesses claimed that the
tent got uprooted due to the
winds and hovered for a few
seconds for several feet in the
air before collapsing.

Murlidhar Maharaj, who
was leading the ‘Ram Katha’,
stopped midway and asked
people to leave as the pandal
started to collapse. He scur-
ried from the stage within sec-
onds as the structure came
down, leading to a stampede-
like situation, police said. The
religious programme was
organised by the Rani
Bhatiyani Mandir Sansthan. It
started on Saturday and was to
continue till June 30. 
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Monday

said his ministry has pro-
posed manufacture of e-pass-
ports on priority so that the
travel  document with
advanced security features
can be rolled out in the near
future. Speaking at the sev-
enth Passport Seva Divas,
Jaishankar said the ministry
has initiated discussions with
the ‘India Security Press’
regarding the project for issu-
ing chip-enabled e-passports
to the citizens. “We propose
to pursue the manufacture of
e-passports on priority so
that a new passport booklet
with advanced security fea-
tures can be rolled out in the
near future,” the minister

said. He said that in line
with the commitment made
by the government in its pre-
vious tenure, the ministry
shal l  continue with the
process of opening new Post
Office Passport Seva Kendras
(POPSK) in every Lok Sabha
Constituency where no seva
kendras exist today. 

“Both our ministries
(MEA and Ministr y  of
Communications) are com-
pleting the necessary for-
malities for early inaugura-
tion of the POPSK already
announced. We would also be
announcing more locations
for setting-up POPSK after
completing the feasibility
studies,” he said.

“Last five years of pass-
port services delivered by

the ministry constituted a
passport revolution. The
mandate of the MEA is to
ensure good governance and
a transparent, efficient, time-
ly, effective, reliable, assured
and accountable public ser-
vice delivery system,” he said.

Noting that on average,
more than one crore pass-
ports are issued every year,
Jaishankar thanked
Communications Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad for
enabling opening of 412
POPSKs since January 2017. 

“Together with the 93
Passport Seva Kendras which
are already functional, this
has taken the total number of
PSKs in the country to 505
today. The common man of
the countr y now has a

Passport Seva Kendra near
his or her residence and is not
required to travel too far to
submit the passport applica-
tion,” he said. Jaishankar said
the partnership between
MEA and Department of
Posts is a wonderful example
of the best practice in citizen-
centric governance. He said
optimal use of the technolo-
gy should be made along
with the tools provided by the
government’s  init iat ives
under Digital India.

“During the passport seva
diwas last year, the mpassport
seva mobile app and apply for
a passport from anywhere
scheme were launched. These
two initiatives demonstrate
how technology can help
applicants,” he said.

Jaishankar a lso gave
awards at the function to the
best performing passport
offices. Jalandar Passport
Office got the first prize fol-
lowed by Cochin Passport
Off ice  and Coimbatore
Passport Office at second
and third position respec-
tively. He said the state police
authorities have an important
role in the timely delivery of
passports. “The average time
taken for police verification
has come down to 19 days in
2018, and we would like to
bring this down further. In
this context, the performance
of states like Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana and Kerala has
been exemplary and their
award today is well deserved,”
he said.
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The issue of law and order in
the national Capital in the

wake of nine murders in the
last 24 hours has created an
atmosphere of unease among
Delhiites, particularly senior
citizens. The latest being the
sensational murder of a sep-
tuagenarian couple and their
domestic help in their South
Delhi house. 

The issue reverberated in
the Upper House of Parliament
after Sanjay Singh of the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) raised it.
Singh said Delhi is emerging as
the “crime capital” of the coun-
try and urged the Home
Ministry to convene a meeting
to discuss the issue.

Meanwhile, a day after his
party held the BJP responsible
for a spurt in crimes in the
national Capital, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal said,
“I will fully cooperate with the
Centre to improve the law
and order situation in the city.” 

“The city has reported
nine murders since Saturday.
We need to work together to
improve the law and order sit-
uation in Delhi,” Kejriwal said.

It may be noted that the
AAP Government has started
installing CCTV cameras at a

large scale. “This will help a lot
in controlling crimes in the
Capital. We will get the feed of
any crime taking place in the
city. It will help in taking nec-
essary steps immediately,” the
Delhi CM said. “All agencies,
Governments and residents of
Delhi need to work together.
We will fully cooperate with
the Central Government.
Keeping politics aside, we need
to work together to improve
the law and order situation in
the city,” Kejriwal said.

The CM’s remarks came a
few days after he assured Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of his
Government’s cooperation to
develop Delhi. At a meeting
with the PM recently, he had
said he would examine the
possibility of integrating the
Centre’s Ayushman Bharat
programme with his
Government’s health scheme
in Delhi. Since the AAP came
to power in 2015, the Delhi
Government has been at log-
gerheads with the Centre over
several issues. Kejriwal, his
Ministers and party leaders
have often accused the Modi
Government of creating hur-
dles for the city Government. 

Facing flak for the deteri-
orating law and order situation
and an increase in crime rate,

Delhi Police top brass came
claimed the crime situation is
well under control in the city.
However, the murder of elder-
ly couple Vishnu Mathur and
his wife Shashi Mathur, along
with their domestic help
Khushbu Nautiyal in their
South Delhi house, has sent
shock waves.

All the nine murders were
committed within of the con-
fines of homes and the perpe-
trators were either family
members or known to the vic-
tims. “The job of police is to
investigate and then prevent
crime and the force is com-
mitted to do so,” said a top
police official of the Delhi
Police on the condition of
anonymity.

The official said private
tutor Upendra Shukla had
killed his wife and three chil-
dren at their Mehrauli home
on Saturday morning. Some
wrappers of medicines were
also recovered from the house
and two handwritten notes in
Hindi and English in which
Shukla confessed to killing his
wife and children. He, howev-
er, did not give any reason for
it, said the police official,
adding that Shukla is suspect-
ed to be suffering from 
depression.
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The Delhi Police has arrested
a 28-year-old man who had

allegedly raped and then stran-
gled a seven-year-old to death
in outer Delhi’s Narela area. The
incident had occurred on June
14. The accused Imran a resi-
dent of Swarn Jayanti Vihar,
Tikri Khurd, after offering
‘frooti’ took the girl to a sewage
plant at a park in Tikri Khurd
where he strangulated the
minor girl with bare hands
after raping her. The accused
was arrested on Sunday. 

According to Gaurav
Sharma, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP),
Outer North district, the minor
girl was reported missing on
June 15. “The next day, the body
of the girl was found at an aban-
doned water sewage plant in
Swarn Jayanti Vihar in outer
Delhi’s Narela. The post-
mortem report confirmed that
the girl was raped and then
strangulated to death,” said the
DCP.  “Investigation revealed
the involvement of the neigh-
bour in connection with the
incident following which he
was apprehended,” said the
DCP. “During interrogation,
the accused told the police that
his wife was not home since
couple of days. He was under
the influence of alcohol. When
he spotted the girl, he offered

her ‘frooti’ and took her to a
water sewage plant and raped
her,” said the DCP.  

“The families of seven-old
old girl and accused have
known to each other since long
as both the families shifted

from Shahadra (where they
were neighbours) to Swarn
Jayanti Vihar,” the DCP added. 

“The minor girl often spoke
to accused and called him
Mama. The accused also used to
give her toffees and eatables.
The father of girl was in an illic-
it relationship with the sister of
accused and both were caught
red handed earlier,” the DCP
said.  “The accused is a driver
by profession but since the last
few months he was working at
a pickle manufacturing factory
where he used to cut mangoes.
The father of the deceased sells
spices at Seelampur,” the DCP
added. 



The recent euphoria over a fresh
delimitation exercise to restruc-
ture the lopsided constituencies in
Jammu & Kashmir quickly dissi-
pated as the Centre denied media

reports that Home Minister Amit Shah is
considering such a move. Since then,
Governor Satya Pal Malik has earned the
public ire for asserting that the Government
has no intention of scrapping Articles 370
and 35-A; his recommendation that the time
is ripe for talks with separatist Hurriyat lead-
ers has further inflamed some passions.
Perhaps these are straws in the wind that sug-
gest some changes are in the offing.

In a little-noted development, on June 16,
the Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) Jammu &
Kashmir unit passed a resolution seeking
fresh delimitation of Assembly constituen-
cies and de-freezing of at least eight of the
24 seats reserved for Pakistan-occupied ter-
ritories. It lamented the “gross injustice done
to Ladakh and Jammu regions” by previous
National Conference (NC) Governments that
gave undue weightage to the Kashmir valley
and proposed that the eight seats be allotted
to the Jammu region, for families that fled
Pakistan-occupied Jammu & Kashmir (PoJK)
in 1947-48, currently estimated at 12-13 lakh.

It bears stating that the BJP has tried to
ensure Indian citizenship to Hindus fleeing
religious persecution in Pakistan. Under the
first Modi Government, refugees settled in
Rajasthan were granted citizenship and the
trend continues. On World Refugees Day
(June 20), 19 Pakistani migrants in the bor-
der district of Barmer received citizenship and
another 10 people in Pali and five in Jalore
were promised citizenship. Reports suggest
that there are thousands of Pakistani Hindus
in Rajasthan who are likely to receive citizen-
ship soon. It is difficult to believe that the
Centre will indefinitely ignore the plight of
West Pakistan refugees in Jammu & Kashmir.

The BJP State unit also urged political
reservation for Scheduled Tribes (Gujjars,
Bakarwals, Gaddis and Sippis), who were
given Schedule Tribe (ST) status in 1991, but
denied reserved seats. Further, it objected to
the law requiring Kashmiri Pandit migrants
to fill the “M Form” for voting in the Valley.

The regional angst over Kashmiri dom-
ination over the State is valid. After Maharaja
Hari Singh’s accession to India, the Constituent
Assembly was set up but Sheikh Abdullah
used the political weightage gifted to him by
former Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru to
unilaterally declare the delimitation: Kashmir
(43), Jammu (30) and Ladakh (2). This
became the entrenched orthodoxy that was
later only tinkered with: Kashmir (46),
Jammu (37) and Ladakh (4). Abdullah
reserved 25 seats for the occupied regions,
which was subsequently reduced to 24.

When the delimitation controversy broke
out on June 4, former Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, in a number of tweets, offered the
“legal position” on delimitation in Jammu &
Kashmir. The freeze, he claimed, was imple-

mented only to bring the State at
par with the rest of the country
after the Constitution (84th
Amendment) Act 2001 froze
delimitation throughout India,
until the first census is taken after
the year 2026. The truth is a lit-
tle more complex.

During Emergency, the
Congress moved the
Constitution (42nd
Amendment) Act 1976, to freeze
fresh delimitation after Census
2001, on the plea that changing
the number of seats according to
population punished States that
had controlled their popula-
tion growth. This protected the
number of seats of southern
States like Tamil Nadu, Kerala
and Karnataka in the Lok Sabha
and was generally viewed as fair
by the rest of the country. In
1977, the Congress fared well in
precisely these States.

A quarter century later, the
Constitution (84th Amendment)
Act 2001, postponed delimita-
tion and prevented reallocation
of seats to the States to reflect
their growing population until
the Census after 2026, ie, Census
2031. However, the 84th amend-
ment permitted redrawing of
boundaries of constituencies
within the States to mitigate large
differences and enable con-
stituencies of more or less equal
population strength.

The problem in Jammu &
Kashmir begins with the arbi-
trary and partisan allocation of
seats on provincial basis by

Sheikh Abdullah, long before the
fig-leaf of Article 370 bestowed
a special political protection to
the actions of the State leader-
ship. In no other Indian State has
this kind of “political reserva-
tion” of seats taken place to pre-
serve the ethno-religious
supremacy of one group.

Consider the recently divid-
ed Andhra Pradesh — there was
no en bloc reservation of seats for
any district or division before or
after the separation of Telangana.
Previously, the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Government divided
the States of Madhya Pradesh,
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh and
here, too, there was never any
rigid and arbitrary allotment of
seats to any region. Take
Maharashtra, where demand
for a separate Vidarbha has
been simmering for decades —
there is no fixed allocation of
seats for the region.

This astonishing develop-
ment is exclusive to Jammu &
Kashmir and gave the Muslim-
dominated Valley undue power
over the State. Strangely, Jammu
activists, who rail against
Kashmiri domination, have
never fought to do away with
this artificial division and to treat
the entire State as a single unit,
with delimitation on the basis of
population. Instead, they have
validated this artifice by
demanding trifurcation (and
sometimes quadrification) of
the State along these lines — a
cause that does not find much

resonance in the rest of the
country. Many citizens feel that
once Article 370 is removed,
many sources of discrimination
will simply vanish.

It seems doable to use the
leeway granted by the 84th
Amendment Act to redraw the
constituencies within Jammu &
Kashmir afresh, without a prede-
termined weightage to any
province, giving due regard to
population on the basis of Census
2011. As the last delimitation of
Jammu & Kashmir was in 1995,
it would be an abominable injus-
tice to wait 60 years till Census
2031 for a fresh delimitation.

It is also unconscionable to
continue to deny reservations to
the STs. Moreover, the seven
Schedule Caste seats have been
stagnant in Jammu Pradesh since
1996, viz, Chhamb, Domana, RS
Pura (Jammu district); Samba,
Hiranagar (Kathua district);
Chenani (Udhampur district)
and Ramban. There is no merit
in freezing this rotation until 2031
and denying the SC population
in other constituencies (in both
Jammu & Kashmir provinces) of
representation in the Assembly.
Nor is this system followed in any
other State. Under President’s
rule, the Governor enjoys all leg-
islative authority and can set up
a delimitation commission to fix
these glaring anomalies.

(The writer is Senior Fellow,
Nehru Memorial Museum and
Library; the views expressed
are personal)
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Sir — In Saturday’s nail-biting
encounter between India and
Afghanistan, it was Mohammed
Shami who ensured India’s vic-
tory. He produced a brilliant hat-
trick, thereby becoming the sec-
ond Indian after Chetan Sharma
to achieve this feat at the World
Cup. Afghanistan put up a brave
fight till the last over. The col-
lapse of India’s middle order is
a cause for concern. This needs
to be worked upon. 

Sravana Ramachandran
Chennai
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “Financial pressure” (June
24). Pakistan’s bluff has been
called many a time in the recent
past. So this time, its failure to
act against terrorism will not
find any takers on world fora.
India has done well to reiterate
its position time and again that
talks and terrorism cannot go
hand-in-hand. But this alone has
not pushed Islamabad into tak-
ing demonstrable action. 

Now, Pakistan has been told
by the Financial Action Task Force

(FATF) to swiftly complete its
action plan to curb terrorism or
else face consequences. This isn’t
the first time it has received warn-
ing from the FATF. It has already
missed two deadlines. 

But the current warning has
put the rogue nation at the
crossroads. Now is the time for
it to decide about its future. But
going by history, looks like the
country will once again dodge

the blacklisting with help from
friendly countries and building
a case against India. While
Pakistan must take credible mea-
sures against terrorism, countries
must not compromise on terror
for political gains. Today, the
entire world is suffering from the
menace of terrorism. All nations
must get their act together.

Bal Govind
Noida
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Sir — India’s thrilling win over
Afghanistan at Southampton by
just 11 runs has sent the message
loud and clear — no team
should be underestimated. All
rounder Mohammed Nabi, who
played exceptionally well,
deserves compliments for per-
forming consistently so far.

Afghanistan’s star leg-spinner
Rashid Khan, who conceded
110 runs in his nine overs
against England, also made a
good comeback during the
match with India.  Had
Mohammed Shami not accom-
plished his hattrick in the final
over, things for both the teams
could have been entirely 
different.

Tushar Anand
Patna
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Sir — It is a sorry state of
affairs in Chennai that water
tankers take up to a month to
deliver the volume you have
booked. Consequently, people
have to be dependent on private
operators, who demand �3,000-
�5,000 for one tanker. Certainly,
things would not have reached
such alarming proportions had
the water bodies been main-
tained properly and if sewage
and garbage had not been
dumped into them.

Shashank
Via email
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The 44th anniversary of the Emergency is an
ideal occasion to recall what George
Santayana, the Spain-born essayist, poet and

novelist had said: “Those who cannot remember the
past are condemned to repeat it.” Santayana may not
have studied much about Indian politics or democ-
racy but what he said is relevant even today. He was
brought to the Indian narrative by the legendary
Nanabhoy Palkhivala. He was the one who gave us
back our democracy from the very people who
robbed us of it. The Emergency declared by the then
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi on June 26, 1975,
remains a blot on the nation. Fundamental rights
were suspended by Indira Gandhi to safeguard her
authority and power from marauders in the
Congress itself for which there was no dearth.

The run-up to the declaration of the Emergency
had begun immediately after the 1971 general elec-
tion, which returned the Congress to power with
a record number of 352 seats. Raj Narain, the
Opposition candidate who was defeated by Indira
Gandhi from Rae Bareli constituency, challenged
her victory by filing a complaint in the Allahabad
High Court. Narain’s contention was that Indira
Gandhi had violated all norms mentioned in the
Representation of the People Act, 1951, and had even
misused official powers during the election cam-
paign. Interestingly, the truth was that she would
have won the election even if she had not used her
official position because the Rae Bareli constituen-
cy was the home-turf of the Nehru-Gandhi clan.

Justice Jagmohanlal Sinha, who heard the peti-
tion filed by Narain, was convinced that Indira
Gandhi had committed Constitutional impropri-
ety by misusing the services of her officials as well
as senior pilots of the Indian Air Force, who ferried
her from one place to the other for campaign meet-
ings. On June 12, 1975, Justice Sinha, in a landmark
judgement, set aside the election of Indira Gandhi
and disqualified her for six years from contesting
elections. Once the court delivered its verdict, a race
for the top post began in the Congress, which threat-
ened the Gandhi clan’s hitherto unchallenged
supremacy in the party and in the Government. It
was to quell this rebellion that Indira declared inter-
nal Emergency by subverting the Constitution.

Chroniclers attribute the advice to declare
Emergency to Siddhartha Shankar Ray, the then
Chief Minister of West Bengal, who was an emi-
nent jurist and trouble-shooter for the Congress. The
rest is history as the party resorted to blatant mis-
use of official machinery and throttled civil rights.
The media was subjugated to suit the convenience
of Indira Gandhi and her second son, Sanjay Gandhi,
who was in a hurry to occupy the chair of the Prime
Minister. Those, who now cry from the rooftops over
the violation of media freedom, should also focus
on historicity and analyse why it is so easy to coerce
the media today. Sadly, the Emergency doesn’t have
a discernible recall in recent memory simply
because there was no internet or 24x7 news chan-
nels back then.

The official national media, the All India Radio,
ended up as All Indira Radio, broadcasting the
speeches made by her and singing paeans in her sup-
port. People started whispering that akashvani has
degenerated into Indirawani! Newspapers and
magazines had to get news reports and features
cleared by the official censor appointed by the
Government. The management of the anti-estab-
lishment Indian Express was usurped by the

Government of the day. But what shook
the conscience of the nation and the world
was the scant disregard shown by Indira
Gandhi towards the titans of India’s free-
dom movement. 

Opposition leaders like Jayaprakash
Narayan, Morarji Desai, Piloo Mody,
George Fernandes, Biju Patnaik, Charan
Singh and hundreds of leaders like them
were arrested and put behind bars under
the provisions of the dreaded Maintenance
of Internal Security Act. But the
Communist Party of India stood like a
solid rock behind Indira’s misadventure.
Many activists in Kerala were taken into
custody by the police and subjected to
third degree torturing, which resulted in
them losing their health and source of
livelihood. Members of the Association of
Emergency Victims, who are still around
in Kerala, recount the police brutalities
experienced by them during the dark days.

As she came under international pres-
sure, Indira Gandhi was forced to call for
the general election in March 1977. As per
the norms, the general election should
have been held in 1976 after the custom-
ary five-year tenure. But Indira Gandhi
had got the Constitution subverted and
managed to prolong the tenure of her
Government. The 1977 election saw the
Congress getting decimated by the Janata
Party, a hastily formed conglomeration of
Opposition parties, many of whom hated
each other. The Indian voters gave a befit-
ting reply to the high-handed behaviour
of the rulers. It was a warning to the dic-
tators that howsoever hard they suppress
the people and keep them subjugated, the
voters would repudiate and reject them
at the first available opportunity. The 1977
results were a reminder that ahimsa was
still alive. But rulers failed to learn the car-
dinal law about democracy that people are
the king-makers. 

Though the Janata Party was formed
under the guidance of Jayaprakash
Narayan, by merging a number of polit-
ical outfits, it did not last long because of
a turf war between some prominent lead-

ers and their insatiable thirst for power and
wealth. Instead of fighting against anti-
democratic forces and those undermin-
ing the country from inside, the Janata
parivar fought among themselves.
“Divided we fought, united we fell” was
the moral of the Janata story. In the 1980
general election, voters were left with no
alternative other than Indira Gandhi, who
approached the voters with slogans like
“Government that works” and “Indira
bulao, desh bachao.”

She was given a huge mandate with
353 seats. It is doubtful whether Indira
Gandhi or her party, the Congress (yes,
it was Indira’s Congress. DK Barooah, for-
mer Congress president had declared that
Indira was India and India was Indira),
had learnt anything from the ignominy
of the 1977 defeat. For thereafter, corrup-
tion reached new levels. When her
detractors cried foul, Indira Gandhi
retorted that corruption was a global phe-
nomenon and India could not stay insu-
lated from its impact. 

While a decimated Opposition
looked on helplessly, Chief Ministers were
ousted in quick succession. State
Governments led by the Janata Party were
made to defect en masse to the Congress
and declare support to Indira Gandhi. The
likes of Bhajan Lal, the then Haryana Chief
Minister, were the ‘mascots’ of Indian pol-
itics. The name of Bhajan Lal cropped up
recently when one saw the defection of
four Telugu Desam Party MPs to the BJP
under the guise of merger. These were the
same MPs who had stalled the proceed-
ings of the Rajya Sabha for days in 2018,
demanding special category status to
Andhra Pradesh. Isn’t this a repetition of
history? 

Neither Indira Gandhi nor her son
Rajiv Gandhi learnt from past mistakes.
To a question from the media whether he
would resort to internal Emergency,
Rajiv Gandhi, who succeeded Indira
after her assassination, replied that he
would declare Emergency if the situation
demanded. The then Prime Minister went

to the extent of describing the Opposition
as limpets and parasites. Victory had gone
to Rajiv’s head and there was no return
from that “exalted” position.

Successive failures of the Congress are
a stern reminder to those in power as well
as the Opposition. Poonthanam
Nambudiri, the great Malayalam poet
(1547-1640) wrote in Jnanappana (the
Song of Divine Wisdom) that
“Maalikamukal Eriya Mannante Tholil
Maarappu Kettunnathum Bhawan”,
meaning: “God can make the King who
is sitting in his palace to end up as a beg-
gar with a dirty bag hanging from his
shoulders.” Jnanappana, written in chaste
Malayalam so that even illiterate masses
could understand the follies behind pride
and arrogance and the meaninglessness
of wealth, is a mirror where we can see
the reflections of modern-day life. 

No, it has nothing to do with
Hindutva. Secularists, communalists
and rationalists will gain a lot by read-
ing this poetry. It is an ideal foundation
stone through which one can build a self-
less and dedicated career. In modern
times, dirty bags might have given way
to smart phones as we find any number
of opportunists in Tamil Nadu and
Kerala operating with connectivity pro-
vided by telcos. Jnanappana’s relevance
to modern-day politics increases when
one sees MK Stalin of the DMK calling
for the coronation of Rahul Gandhi as
the Prime Minister of India. It was Indira
Gandhi who summarily dismissed the
democratically elected DMK
Government headed by M Karunanidhi
in 1976 and that too during the days of
internal Emergency. The English version
of Jnanappana is still available around.
People can approach Swami
Chidanandapuri of Kulathur Ashram in
Kerala for a discourse on the same.
Listening to Jnanappana is a refreshing
experience and can help us to stay firm-
ly with our foot fixed on the ground.

(The writer is Special Correspondent,
The Pioneer)
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The Prime Minister’s idea of “one
nation, one election” is being
staunchly opposed by many

political parties, mainly on the
grounds of it being undemocratic and
an assault on the federal polity and,
hence, unconstitutional. Opposition
parties have argued that in the case
of simultaneous poll to both
Parliament and State Assemblies,
national issues will dominate over
State-specific subjects. This may
yield fortuitous benefit to the dom-
inant national party as the voter won’t
be able to clearly articulate his/her
choice while casting the vote to elect
members to the Assembly. 

Thus, a national party, which gets
a clear majority in the Lok Sabha and

which does not enjoy the confidence
of the State subjects on local issues, will
get to rule the States, too.  Most par-
ties fear that in the pursuit of “one party
rule,” the Modi-Shah duo intends to use
the “one nation, one election” idea to
install and perpetuate the BJP-led
Government  across the country. 

Frankly, the political apprehensions
need to be dispelled. One might argue
that while voting at the same time for
the Parliament and the  Assembly, the
choice of the voter will get obliterated.
Yes the centrist party stands to bene-
fit from a nationalist swell, particular-
ly if it is in a dominant position in the
State. And unless the voter is able to
make educated and informed choices
on local and national issues, things
could go its way. But we should not
under-estimate the voter as is amply
corroborated by the just-concluded Lok
Sabha polls. Elections to some State
Assemblies, viz Andhra Pradesh and
Odisha, were held co-terminus. Despite
an overriding national narrative favour-
ing Prime Minister Modi, voters in
these States showed clear preference for
regional parties, namely the YSR
Congress and the Biju Janata Dal, who

got an absolute majority. Just because
the voters exercised franchise at the
same time for both the Lok Sabha and
the State did not deter them from giv-
ing overriding importance to local
issues. Nevertheless, one cannot write
off the possibility that there could be
uniformity of narratives.

Critics have also raised doubts
about uncertainties that could arise if
the ruling party loses the vote of con-
fidence before its mandated term. But
they need to recognise that these can

at best be a rare situation and not a mat-
ter of routine (public gives mandate to
a Government to run its full-term and
all stakeholders should ensure that this
is honoured). Still, such a scenario
(albeit rare) can be addressed by either
electing a new leader (who enjoys the
confidence of the House) or holding
fresh election for the “residual” term.

Even so, our forefathers had con-
templated simultaneous elections only.
Things were on the right track till the
mid-1960s, when the then ruling dis-

pensation disturbed the applecart by
“premature” dissolution of some State
Assemblies (1968/1969) and the Lok
Sabha (1970). With the dismissal of
many more elected Governments
(courtesy, misuse of Article 356 on
most occasions) thereafter, the mis-
match got aggravated.

At present, a State Assembly goes
to polls almost every other year. Of
course, this does jeopardise the conti-
nuity and implementation of Central
policies in a continuous manner. This
imposes unprecedented social and
economic cost on the nation. It is not
just the official expense of conducting
elections (in a big state like
Maharashtra, it can go up to �1,000 of
crores) but also several thousand
crores being spent by political parties.
In turn, this gives boost to corruption
and other unethical practices even as
parties seek to raise funds to support
the mammoth expenditure.

The bigger damage, however, aris-
es due to distraction from issues of gov-
ernance (as parties are in election mode
all through) even as the imposition of
the Model Code of Conduct (MCC) —
each time an election exercise is taken

up — leads to stoppage of all major pol-
icy decisions which impede develop-
ment (a case in point is delay in com-
pletion of the‘dedicated freight corri-
dor’ project). 

Furthermore, with almost every
political party prone to promising
more and more sops/subsidies to win
elections, no incumbent Government
has the gumption to implement hard
reforms, which would entail withdraw-
al of certain subsidies like fertilisers and
power among others, not even to the
better-off sections of the society or not
so poor. Forget that, it can’t even take
harsh measures needed to rein in power
theft due to the fear of losing its vote
bank in jhuggis/slums. 

This subsisting chaotic system
needs attention. Both the Centre and
States should focus on governance for
a full five years without any distraction
and implement structural reforms for
sustainable development besides sav-
ing tens of thousands of crores in elec-
tion expenses. It would also pave the
way for electoral reforms. Of course, the
ball has just got rolling. Let there be a
comprehensive debate.

(The writer is a policy analyst)
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The BSE Sensex Monday slipped by anoth-
er 72 points, dragged by losses in oil and

gas and metal stocks amid rising US-Iran ten-
sions.

After swinging nearly 300 points in a
volatile session, the BSE gauge settled 71.53
points, or 0.18 per cent, lower at 39,122.96. The
index hit an intra-day low of 39,021.70 and a
high of 39,300.02.

Similarly, the broader NSE Nifty dropped
24.45 points, or 0.21 per cent, to 11,699.65.
During the day, the index touched a low of
11,670.20 and a high of 11,754.

ONGC was the top loser in the Sensex pack,
ending 3.48 per cent lower.

Tata Steel, Vedanta, Bajaj Auto, TechM, RIL,
Hero MotoCorp, Kotak Bank, Axis Bank, and
Infosys too fell up to 2.33 per cent.

On the other hand, Yes Bank, M&M, TCS,
SBI, IndusInd Bank, Maruti and ITC rose up to
2.19 per cent.

The US on Monday was due to tighten sanc-
tions on Iran as the two countries traded barbs
in a tense standoff sparked by Washington’s
withdrawal from a nuclear deal.

According to traders, domestic bourses
turned choppy as crude oil prices kept rising
amid rising tensions between the US and Iran.

Brent crude futures, the global oil bench-
mark, rose 0.16 per cent to USD 64.55 per bar-
rel.

Meanwhile, bourses in Shanghai, Hong
Kong, Tokyo and Seoul ended on a positive note,
equity markets in Europe were trading in the
red in early deals.

On the currency front, the Indian rupee
appreciated 15 paise to 69.43 against the US dol-
lar intra-day.
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The UAE has assured India that it
will cover any shortfall in oil sup-

plies following the US sanctions on
Iran, United Arab Emirates
Ambassador to India Ahmed Al
Banna said Monday. India has
expressed concern over develop-
ments in the Strait of Hormuz
impacting oil prices and sought
OPEC kingpin Saudi Arabia’s active
role in keeping rates at reasonable
levels. This comes after tensions ran
high in the region after US President
Donald Trump approved and then
later called off military strikes against
Tehran following shooting down of
an American Navy drone over the

strait by Iranian forces.
“UAE has promised and assured

India that they will cover any short-
age of oil that it might face because
of the situation (US sanctions on
Iran). It has been done in the past
and we commit to the Government
of India the same thing now,” he said.

India stopped importing oil
from Iran after American waivers
granted to eight buyers expired in
May this year.

Besides, Al Banna said India and
the UAE are to hold talks within the
next couple of months on revising a
2007 air services pact and four sec-
toral agreements that will allow an
increase in the number of flights
between the two countries, which

currently stands at 1,068 a week.
“I had a meeting with the

Minister of Civil Aviation and other
officials and I think there is an
understanding that both sides will
meet soon to visit the agreement and
four sectoral agreements and reach
a final understanding on the capac-
ity,” the Ambassador said.

Al Banna said the four sectoral
agreements under the air services
pact will be revisited. He expressed
hope that negotiations for revisiting
the pacts will begin in a couple of
months. He was speaking on the
sidelines of an event organised by the
Dubai Chamber of Commerce on
the first-ever Dubai start-up hub
road show to India.
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The Congress on Monday hit
out at the Centre over state-

owned telecom firms MTNL
and BSNL reeling under losses,
alleging that the Modi dispen-
sation was helping private tele-
com companies at the cost of
public sector undertakings.

Both state-run telecom
firms BSNL and MTNL have
been reporting losses since the
time they were asked to pay auc-
tion determined spectrum price
in 2010 for all the circles where
they operate.

“Problem is not with #BSNL
& #MTNL. Problem is malice of
BJP government to help pvt tel-
cos at the cost of PSU’s,”

Congress’ chief spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala tweeted.

He alleged that the BJP
government did not allot BSNL
and MTNL 4G and all private
telecom firms are pumping in
finance but BSNL is barred
from taking loans. There has
been zero capital investment by
government and no investment
in towers, he alleged.

“Each countrymen must
also think: 1. In Congress gov-
ernment in 2013-14 MTNL
posted a Net Profit of Rs 7,838
crore. In BJP government in
2019, MTNL is reeling under a
Net Loss of Rs 3,390 crore

“2. If BJP government can
help pvt entities like ILFS, IDBI
& GSPC by investing public

funds, why not BSNL/MTNL?”
Surjewala said.

MTNL operates in Delhi
and Mumbai and BSNL in rest
of the 20 telecom circles.  While
MTNL has been continuously
posting loss and has showed no
signs of revival, BSNL posted
operating profits of Rs 672 crore
in 2014-15, Rs 3,885 crore in
2015-16 and Rs 1,684 crore in
2016-17. Citing lower debt and
a continuous increase in market
share, an association comprising
engineers and account profes-
sionals at BSNL has sought
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
intervention for the revival of the
state-run firm and also said that
non-performing employees
should be held accountable.
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Tech giant Google took
down over three million

fake business profiles last year
from Google Maps that could
potentially defraud customers,
according to a company blog-
post. Google, which helps peo-
ple connect with businesses by
offering information like con-
tact details and directions to the
establishment, said business
scammers occasionally take
advantage of local listings to
make a profit. 

These scammers charge
business owners for services
that are actually free, defraud
customers by posing as real
businesses, and impersonate
real businesses to secure leads
and then sell them, Google
Maps Product Director Ethan
Russell said in a recent blog-
post.

He added that the compa-
ny has been using a wide array
of techniques and approaches
to limit abuse on its platforms. 

“(Last year), we took down
more than three million fake

business profiles –– and more
than 90 per cent of those busi-
ness profiles were removed
before a user could even see the
profile. Our internal systems
were responsible for more than
85 per cent of these removals,”
he said.

More than 250,000 of fake
business profiles that it
removed were reported to
Google by users, and the com-
pany disabled more than
150,000 user accounts that
were found to be abusive (up 50
per cent from 2017). 

“It is a constant balancing
act and we’re continually work-
ing on new and better ways to
fight these scams using a vari-
ety of ever-evolving manual
and automated systems,”
Russell noted.

Google said over the years,
it has added more than 200
million places to Google Maps
and every month, it connects
people to businesses more than
nine billion times, including
over one billion phone calls and
three billion requests for direc-
tions. 

���
����� ���
����������
��!������
+�+���������+����
New Delhi (PTI): Sterlite Power
Monday said it has uprated and com-
missioned five 132 kv lines in
Lucknow, the Capital of Uttar
Pradesh. Transmission capacity of
these five existing lines were doubled
without any major change to existing
infrastructure, a Sterlite Power state-
ment said.

According to the statement, these
lines, which normally carry 80-85
MW load, will now be able to carry
a load of over 160 MW after the
uprate. “Our solutions of upgrade and

uprate of transmission lines solve key
constraints around time, space and
capital. These solutions have the
potential to solve transmission con-
gestion challenges in all states includ-
ing Uttar Pradesh towards ensuring
24X7 rel iable  power,”  Manish
Agarwal, CEO, Solutions Business,
Sterlite Power, said.

Sterlite Power is a developer of
power transmission infrastructure
with projects of over 12,816 circuit
kms and 22,044 MVA in India and
Brazil.

Script Open High Low LTP
EMAMILTD 279.90 284.30 246.00 267.30
JPASSOCIAT 3.45 3.45 2.94 3.00
SUZLON 4.95 5.22 4.80 4.98
JETAIRWAYS 65.25 80.00 58.25 73.20
RPOWER 5.42 5.70 4.55 4.61
YESBANK 111.25 113.95 108.90 111.95
IBULHSGFIN 610.00 629.95 598.10 619.15
DHFL 73.00 80.90 72.05 78.75
PCJEWELLER 52.45 56.60 48.70 49.75
RELCAPITAL 67.05 72.30 64.40 68.50
JISLJALEQS 24.50 29.35 23.50 28.20
RELINFRA 55.50 59.40 53.50 56.50
RELIANCE 1268.00 1276.00 1257.45 1262.65
GLENMARK 495.00 495.00 457.00 460.60
SPICEJET 124.50 126.30 121.45 122.85
MARUTI 6400.30 6494.00 6325.10 6460.80
SBIN 350.00 354.55 349.75 353.25
UPL 899.00 940.50 895.25 936.40
INFY* 752.00 752.00 742.65 745.60
TATAMOTORS 159.30 160.15 156.30 159.25
TATASTEEL 497.00 499.85 481.85 486.15
DLF 177.15 179.35 174.05 175.60
INDUSINDBK 1478.00 1485.00 1451.00 1460.70
BHEL 72.50 74.00 72.10 73.70
ICICIBANK 431.50 433.65 428.55 429.60
JINDALSTEL 146.70 147.00 136.95 139.75
PEL 1912.00 1986.20 1908.60 1945.60
HINDPETRO 290.10 291.30 283.45 288.40
IBREALEST 113.00 116.90 112.00 113.85
LT 1542.50 1561.45 1538.00 1541.35
ITC 274.00 277.20 274.00 276.30
HINDALCO 197.00 203.35 196.80 198.15
AXISBANK 771.00 775.35 760.90 762.85
TVSMOTOR 444.40 452.05 428.55 449.20
GRAPHITE 341.00 344.80 336.90 338.75
AUROPHARMA 611.00 611.00 582.80 586.20
NBCC 58.00 62.35 58.00 61.90
BANKBARODA 118.50 120.00 117.40 118.30
LUPIN 729.00 742.45 725.00 732.00
TCS 2250.00 2279.90 2250.00 2275.00
VEDL 172.95 173.45 167.10 168.50
BEL 112.40 115.15 111.60 114.70

IBVENTURES 277.00 280.00 263.00 269.40
JSWSTEEL 267.50 268.50 257.00 257.85
ADANIPOWER 48.00 50.50 47.15 50.20
UJJIVAN 295.80 299.50 282.00 286.55
HDFCAMC 1889.00 1944.30 1871.10 1932.15
GAIL 312.00 312.40 305.80 306.75
ESCORTS 550.00 565.00 548.95 551.50
ZEEL 346.50 351.00 334.00 338.75
RBLBANK 612.00 622.80 611.55 619.00
MOTHERSUMI 126.50 127.05 120.20 121.25
SUNPHARMA 380.10 385.00 377.75 383.60
HEG 1350.10 1399.95 1338.10 1367.05
PNB 76.50 77.55 76.35 76.85
HDFC 2134.00 2159.00 2134.00 2149.25
CGPOWER 30.70 31.00 29.15 29.25
IDEA 12.14 12.30 11.97 12.08
HEXAWARE 410.00 410.00 392.35 394.35
ASHOKLEY 86.45 87.20 85.20 85.75
SRTRANSFIN 1105.30 1118.80 1082.30 1115.30
BOMDYEING 104.60 106.40 100.50 101.75
HEROMOTOCO 2600.00 2604.20 2541.35 2572.10
HDFCBANK 2408.00 2431.00 2408.00 2416.75
JUSTDIAL 762.00 770.00 750.85 759.25
MGL 859.90 859.90 817.65 827.10
CANBK 270.10 274.10 269.50 272.65
KOTAKBANK 1484.00 1496.25 1464.60 1471.15
SAIL 49.70 50.80 48.65 49.20
IRB 98.00 102.45 96.50 99.90
LAKSHVILAS 65.50 69.85 64.70 68.80
VOLTAS 625.00 634.85 625.00 632.10
M&M 628.05 637.45 626.65 635.45
IGL 325.00 328.05 308.50 309.80
RITES 285.00 289.50 274.95 276.55
WOCKPHARMA 360.00 372.95 359.80 370.00
L&TFH 114.50 115.15 112.35 113.75
TATAGLOBAL 263.00 263.00 256.75 259.35
INDIACEM 95.60 96.10 93.60 95.50
BIOCON 249.95 250.75 246.40 249.70
BEML 832.10 835.50 810.65 821.20
BAJAJ-AUTO 2850.00 2878.35 2802.00 2816.45
SBILIFE 703.00 713.80 699.40 710.00
EXIDEIND 202.00 204.15 198.60 200.00

PTC 64.80 65.50 64.30 64.95
HINDUNILVR 1767.50 1777.35 1757.35 1763.70
STRTECH 175.90 175.95 172.80 173.50
ONGC 171.00 171.55 164.90 165.25
ABCAPITAL 93.10 93.95 91.80 92.20
BRITANNIA 2859.00 2865.00 2770.45 2777.40
WIPRO 286.00 287.50 283.20 283.90
FSL 50.00 50.70 48.25 49.80
ADANIENT 143.50 148.75 143.50 146.30
IOC 153.35 153.60 150.95 152.10
J&KBANK 43.50 44.60 42.00 44.00
HDFCLIFE 440.00 441.85 435.60 440.80
BANDHANBNK 531.90 546.60 531.40 533.90
M&MFIN 393.90 396.55 386.00 389.20
RAIN 97.15 100.50 97.00 99.05
DISHTV 27.80 27.95 26.50 26.95
EQUITAS 130.85 130.85 123.30 124.15
DRREDDY 2533.00 2542.00 2503.30 2511.80
BANKINDIA 87.00 87.90 85.95 86.40
TECHM 739.85 739.85 727.00 727.00
BAJFINANCE 3566.10 3577.60 3535.00 3544.20
BHARTIARTL 352.80 352.80 343.60 345.95
SIEMENS 1241.05 1251.90 1224.05 1248.80
GNFC 242.55 246.00 239.05 239.10
RADICO 282.70 289.50 278.95 284.00
ASIANPAINT 1383.15 1396.70 1368.70 1376.45
GSFC 94.10 95.00 91.60 91.95
ACC 1535.00 1551.90 1525.00 1536.60
PHILIPCARB 118.00 119.45 114.50 115.35
TITAN 1307.90 1307.90 1291.80 1300.15
VENKYS 1714.95 1749.00 1675.00 1675.00
GRUH 278.95 284.95 277.05 277.85
UNIONBANK 76.80 76.80 74.80 75.25
NCC 99.60 101.50 99.25 100.55
AARTIIND 1779.00 1808.00 1769.00 1802.90
CADILAHC 236.00 236.65 224.50 229.50
ADANIGAS 160.70 162.45 157.90 158.55
EICHERMOT 19752.20 19766.40 18929.95 19111.55
HAVELLS 783.25 790.60 780.35 784.40
TRENT 408.90 430.60 405.65 426.00
DCMSHRIRAM 525.00 529.55 512.50 515.65
COALINDIA 255.50 258.10 253.45 256.85
BPCL 380.10 382.00 373.35 381.00
MANAPPURAM 131.90 132.00 128.65 131.15
TATAMTRDVR 78.35 78.35 75.40 77.70
ULTRACEMCO 4594.90 4640.40 4548.10 4572.65
DMART 1326.50 1338.40 1313.65 1329.75
INFIBEAM 44.50 45.45 43.45 44.35
BATAINDIA 1418.00 1418.00 1390.00 1406.55
RAJESHEXPO 723.50 741.75 708.00 730.90
PNBHOUSING 799.20 810.00 776.00 778.00
INDIGO 1550.00 1573.25 1544.40 1555.30
GRASIM 902.20 909.40 880.10 887.45
SOBHA 520.30 529.75 516.15 519.00
ICICIGI 1145.35 1183.15 1142.15 1177.45
SUNTECK 433.00 433.00 412.30 416.80
ITI 85.55 87.55 85.40 86.60
APOLLOHOSP 1354.00 1354.00 1330.90 1345.00
ORIENTBANK 94.00 94.60 91.05 91.85
TATACOFFEE 81.05 81.30 78.95 79.60
NTPC 135.00 135.90 133.70 135.50
TATAELXSI 862.35 868.50 849.10 852.55
IDFCFIRSTB 42.40 42.65 42.05 42.40
TV18BRDCST 24.85 25.15 23.70 23.80
APOLLOTYRE 198.00 200.60 195.45 199.10
KTKBANK 103.25 103.75 101.50 102.10
RCF 58.95 60.90 58.60 59.95
PFC 131.60 132.40 130.40 131.50
CEATLTD 920.00 920.00 885.65 900.00
ADANIPORTS 400.00 407.35 400.00 405.75
IFCI 8.00 8.40 7.90 7.90
JUBILANT 472.45 484.80 467.00 476.75
ABB 1559.00 1571.45 1550.95 1553.00
GODREJCP 670.00 677.00 668.00 672.00
KEC 318.15 318.50 307.00 307.15
DIVISLAB 1543.00 1583.00 1537.50 1578.20
NMDC 111.50 111.80 109.30 109.80
GODREJPROP 959.00 973.75 951.70 959.00
DCAL 221.50 223.90 214.40 221.85
KEI 472.00 474.95 458.50 468.95
FEDERALBNK 102.80 103.50 101.70 102.85
PIDILITIND 1234.00 1234.00 1215.25 1224.70
CHOLAFIN 275.95 279.70 272.00 274.15
NOCIL 118.55 119.40 115.60 117.65
JUBLFOOD 1256.00 1274.30 1242.45 1261.80
DABUR 389.40 396.40 388.15 390.85
OMAXE 201.65 201.65 199.45 199.45
RECLTD 154.00 156.60 154.00 156.35
JAICORPLTD 102.10 102.25 99.30 99.80
DBL 395.00 404.90 392.80 399.60
SYNGENE 329.90 338.00 329.45 332.50
IDBI 34.65 35.45 34.05 34.50
DELTACORP 178.25 181.50 174.00 175.00
ICICIPRULI 386.00 386.00 374.25 376.00
INDIANB 263.30 265.10 255.60 256.55
LEMONTREE 67.00 68.00 64.00 64.75
AMBUJACEM 213.00 216.70 212.50 214.90
INDHOTEL 151.00 155.00 148.25 153.90
GRANULES 95.50 96.90 93.40 95.85
LICHSGFIN 540.00 547.60 536.70 545.75
EDELWEISS 176.90 177.15 170.40 171.00
COLPAL 1131.35 1139.95 1131.00 1134.75
VIPIND 448.90 448.90 436.50 443.20
ABFRL 212.00 212.00 206.20 206.20
ADANITRANS 228.00 231.25 221.90 223.00
RAYMOND 751.00 758.90 733.50 740.00
LTTS 1731.60 1755.55 1727.00 1751.15
AVANTI 364.10 370.00 346.90 355.55
KAJARIACER 563.45 576.15 559.05 575.00

RCOM 1.21 1.21 1.21 1.21
NATIONALUM 49.20 49.55 48.60 48.85
MINDTREE 968.90 972.50 957.00 963.50
CASTROLIND 141.80 141.80 136.70 137.30
CROMPTON 245.45 245.45 230.50 231.30
SOUTHBANK 13.25 13.25 13.05 13.16
STAR 410.00 412.40 402.60 406.20
BHARATFORG 441.00 441.00 433.00 436.70
TATAPOWER 65.70 65.70 64.50 65.05
BALKRISIND 746.40 750.30 733.10 741.05
NAUKRI 2150.00 2190.00 2141.10 2170.30
CONCOR 559.90 559.90 547.00 553.30
SYNDIBANK 37.15 37.35 36.30 36.55
POWERGRID 199.95 200.30 197.60 199.25
FCONSUMER 39.15 39.75 38.50 39.15
NATCOPHARM 520.30 548.00 520.30 546.30
CENTURYTEX 942.35 946.00 927.60 933.45
CREDITACC 539.90 546.85 509.50 523.00
REDINGTON 111.50 115.00 110.50 112.00
ASTRAL 1309.75 1333.55 1309.00 1323.70
TEJASNET 144.25 148.90 142.00 143.25
CENTRALBK 21.40 21.85 20.85 20.95
MCX 800.00 806.15 786.60 788.30
GSPL 185.85 189.10 182.00 182.65
PVR 1615.00 1640.00 1566.20 1598.40
FINCABLES 445.00 447.00 435.20 439.60
ADVENZYMES 171.00 173.80 164.00 168.30
BHARATFIN 921.10 932.75 914.40 925.10
OBEROIRLTY 550.00 552.40 540.10 541.70
HSCL 106.05 106.90 104.30 104.65
CHAMBLFERT 172.05 177.00 170.10 171.20
BBTC 985.00 989.80 957.65 960.55
VGUARD 240.70 240.70 233.25 237.15
TIMKEN 698.00 704.00 684.10 697.30
HSIL 241.95 243.00 230.00 234.80
GODFRYPHLP 889.00 890.10 861.00 867.30
BAJAJFINSV 8370.00 8421.65 8342.00 8354.95
SUNTV 525.00 525.40 516.85 518.55
AUBANK 698.80 712.20 685.45 687.60
RALLIS 144.50 145.70 142.55 143.80
GUJGAS 174.70 174.70 167.30 168.25
ORIENTCEM 104.10 107.50 99.70 101.25
HCLTECH 1073.30 1083.40 1068.55 1079.00
MAHINDCIE 226.05 235.85 224.80 228.30
AMARAJABAT 610.00 610.00 595.50 601.10
KALPATPOWR 512.00 531.40 509.50 527.95
UBL 1357.50 1375.00 1346.40 1360.05
ECLERX 788.85 792.20 773.50 785.00
ENGINERSIN 118.00 119.00 116.30 116.55
WELCORP 141.00 142.00 139.00 139.30
THOMASCOOK 208.55 210.20 202.95 204.25
AJANTPHARM 953.25 963.60 934.50 954.05
JSWENERGY 66.10 67.50 65.65 67.00
PRESTIGE 272.50 274.10 266.00 266.35
GODREJIND 472.00 484.35 470.25 477.60
MPHASIS 940.95 965.00 940.95 962.50
BLUESTARCO 785.10 790.90 747.80 753.05
VARROC 459.00 473.70 452.75 458.55
IBULISL 197.00 197.80 185.00 185.00
IPCALAB 923.30 955.25 923.30 941.05
SWANENERGY 104.00 105.20 103.25 104.75
SHANKARA 468.70 468.70 433.55 433.55
FORCEMOT 1390.00 1400.00 1380.00 1384.05
OIL 180.60 181.30 175.80 176.20
WESTLIFE 314.90 324.90 312.00 324.60
SRF 3025.00 3038.35 2985.25 2994.85
INTELLECT 264.05 268.00 260.35 265.50
APLLTD 476.35 514.15 474.00 514.15
GODREJAGRO 504.95 508.95 495.60 506.00
OFSS 3091.00 3139.05 3089.00 3114.70
UFLEX 248.00 252.00 240.00 240.00
LTI 1700.00 1727.45 1676.65 1707.40
WABAG 304.05 311.95 304.05 307.70
SUVEN 268.80 273.00 268.55 270.50
JMFINANCIL 83.85 84.25 80.75 81.75
ASHOKA 135.90 136.80 131.25 134.25
SONATSOFTW 347.60 354.70 346.50 349.55
HFCL 19.85 19.95 19.50 19.55
HINDZINC 230.50 231.95 226.70 227.65
CHENNPETRO 210.05 212.10 206.25 207.30
WHIRLPOOL 1518.00 1530.00 1494.25 1524.05
GREAVESCOT 146.80 149.00 145.55 146.45
HIMATSEIDE 161.40 163.10 156.50 160.30
INOXLEISUR 320.80 336.00 320.00 335.00
IDFC 36.35 36.35 35.25 35.70
FORTIS 128.00 130.00 127.60 129.25
NLCINDIA 63.25 63.30 62.35 62.65
BLISSGVS 155.00 159.70 152.85 158.05
MFSL 420.10 424.20 415.65 419.60
PETRONET 243.00 243.00 239.85 241.45
JINDALSAW 82.40 82.90 81.35 81.80
TRIDENT 63.30 63.30 62.10 62.55
NETWORK18 27.00 27.60 26.55 27.35
WELSPUNIND 56.45 56.75 55.85 56.00
ADANIGREEN 41.35 41.60 40.95 41.20
CANFINHOME 351.60 352.60 345.60 348.85
TATACHEM 607.70 615.65 607.70 611.55
GMRINFRA 15.60 15.60 15.25 15.35
BIRLACORPN 546.00 591.30 537.05 577.00
TORNTPHARM 1480.20 1514.90 1480.20 1508.10
KANSAINER 446.05 446.05 440.10 440.10
DCBBANK 230.00 230.80 227.40 229.50
ALBK 41.15 41.35 40.50 40.80
ASTRAZEN 1920.00 1953.90 1915.75 1935.00
DEEPAKNI 284.00 285.80 278.55 281.40
MAXINDIA 65.80 69.80 65.00 67.50
JKCEMENT 1011.60 1021.60 996.05 1014.90
MARICO 370.00 372.95 368.15 369.05
HINDCOPPER 39.90 39.90 38.00 38.95

GUJFLUORO 1019.90 1019.90 991.00 992.40
SCI 29.40 29.40 28.50 28.65
CIPLA 554.80 554.80 545.85 549.70
VINATIORGA 2078.10 2126.00 2058.00 2120.30
BAJAJCON 330.80 334.25 321.10 326.00
NIITTECH 1308.15 1323.90 1306.00 1323.90
PERSISTENT* 630.20 644.75 622.70 627.60
FDC 176.20 178.75 173.60 175.00
NESTLEIND 11616.15 11751.00 11616.15 11679.45
NAVINFLUOR 701.00 722.75 698.00 698.00
ISEC 219.75 219.75 215.60 215.60
BERGEPAINT 319.95 319.95 313.30 314.50
SPARC 120.00 122.80 119.40 119.50
PFIZER 3225.00 3280.75 3210.30 3268.55
LALPATHLAB 1170.00 1180.05 1160.45 1170.55
MUTHOOTFIN 627.00 627.00 612.00 613.65
SYMPHONY 1239.00 1243.80 1222.00 1226.50
NHPC 25.20 25.30 24.95 24.95
JKTYRE 78.00 78.00 75.60 76.25
MEGH 64.15 64.90 63.15 63.25
MAHABANK 14.95 15.40 14.75 14.90
GHCL 247.35 247.50 238.95 245.00
CUMMINSIND 742.55 759.85 741.50 753.00
PARAGMILK 245.95 247.10 244.40 245.70
DEEPAKFERT 125.40 127.15 125.00 126.05
HUDCO 39.85 39.85 38.75 38.80
GICHSGFIN 245.10 245.40 237.00 243.55
APLAPOLLO 1530.80 1538.00 1510.00 1510.00
INOXWIND 71.00 73.00 68.60 69.50
REPCOHOME 378.05 384.75 371.05 371.20
GPPL 86.00 86.50 83.20 84.90
GLAXO 1229.85 1238.90 1225.20 1230.00
SREINFRA 18.35 18.70 17.80 18.00
BOSCHLTD 16455.00 16523.85 16350.00 16415.55
COROMANDEL 409.20 409.70 404.00 404.00
INFRATEL 273.80 275.50 271.15 271.60
SUPREMEIND 1074.95 1074.95 1026.90 1036.00
VBL 942.00 946.90 928.95 933.30
MRPL 60.95 61.40 59.55 61.25
AEGISLOG 209.00 210.00 200.70 200.70
JCHAC 1694.05 1700.00 1641.25 1671.20
TATACOMM 485.00 487.00 476.00 477.80
PAGEIND 20850.00 20882.35 20605.25 20654.50
FRETAIL 475.00 476.00 465.55 468.15
FINEORG 1400.00 1400.00 1325.00 1332.50
TORNTPOWER 244.40 244.50 241.65 242.00
MAHSCOOTER 4700.00 4700.00 4603.65 4670.75
PNCINFRA 200.00 200.00 195.00 198.10
UCOBANK 17.30 17.50 17.20 17.30
CCL 250.00 253.35 248.00 252.95
BAJAJHLDNG 3692.30 3694.00 3575.00 3614.00
QUESS 608.05 616.95 588.30 588.30
THYROCARE 481.50 486.05 475.00 481.50
ENDURANCE 1143.70 1148.70 1120.70 1134.80
JYOTHYLAB 159.00 163.00 156.10 163.00
ATUL 4018.80 4018.80 3977.00 4000.00
ALKEM 1819.00 1819.00 1700.10 1713.30
JBCHEPHARM 375.20 376.10 362.55 363.10
SCHNEIDER 91.00 91.75 89.10 89.95
RELAXO 874.00 874.00 825.00 851.00
KRBL 308.25 308.25 298.45 301.65
MINDAIND 324.25 324.75 316.95 321.20
TIMETECHNO 94.60 96.55 94.25 94.25
HEIDELBERG 186.40 191.35 185.20 189.65
ALLCARGO 104.00 104.00 101.05 102.75
AKZOINDIA 1709.85 1735.10 1700.00 1718.00
SADBHAV 253.80 255.00 248.35 249.25
SUNDRMFAST 526.75 526.75 521.30 525.00
RAMCOCEM 805.00 808.75 792.05 796.65
NILKAMAL 1190.00 1190.00 1152.55 1171.10
GICRE 207.15 207.95 205.10 205.20
PIIND 1185.85 1191.00 1166.15 1174.00
JAMNAAUTO 53.25 53.50 53.00 53.25
SUPRAJIT 199.95 201.30 199.30 199.50
PGHL 3930.00 3955.00 3915.00 3942.80
CYIENT 558.80 564.65 553.60 555.65
NIACL 153.95 153.95 147.65 150.00
CUB 212.00 213.90 200.00 211.10
ANDHRABANK 22.40 22.80 22.40 22.60
JSLHISAR 79.25 79.25 77.00 77.75
GSKCONS 7586.85 7592.00 7502.00 7525.00
NESCO 546.75 552.55 544.25 546.70
MAHSEAMLES 469.80 474.00 433.80 438.15
HERITGFOOD 403.05 412.75 403.05 407.15
SJVN 24.80 25.05 24.80 24.80
LAURUSLABS 331.05 333.00 328.75 328.75
JKLAKSHMI 341.40 346.05 335.20 337.15
MOIL 152.00 153.05 150.50 151.50
BDL 307.00 308.55 303.40 304.00
CARBORUNIV 343.85 349.05 339.70 347.70

BALMLAWRIE 182.00 182.40 178.00 180.15
TVSSRICHAK 1840.00 1849.90 1766.00 1825.00
SANOFI 5337.55 5469.55 5300.00 5438.00
PGHH 10824.00 10870.00 10656.00 10752.00
ITDC 253.90 254.15 241.80 253.00
RNAM 220.00 220.75 219.50 219.65
ZYDUSWELL 1323.40 1347.00 1319.45 1324.00
CRISIL 1407.10 1407.55 1375.10 1375.10
BASF 1348.80 1360.55 1321.75 1330.00
NBVENTURES* 96.00 96.95 96.00 96.95
HAL 705.00 709.00 695.45 699.70
ABBOTINDIA 8588.95 8741.55 8519.15 8558.85
CORPBANK 22.75 23.35 22.75 22.90
IEX 141.50 144.10 141.10 142.60
JSL 32.85 33.50 32.55 33.45
ASTERDM 135.65 136.50 133.25 133.25
COCHINSHIP 383.00 383.00 377.00 377.45
THERMAX 1050.00 1073.55 1042.60 1070.00
FINOLEXIND 510.75 514.95 500.35 502.45
CENTURYPLY 156.30 160.00 156.00 156.00
GALAXYSURF 1190.85 1208.20 1179.00 1198.50
MAHLOG 491.40 492.05 477.90 484.50
TNPL 171.05 172.15 168.10 168.10
EVEREADY 69.00 71.75 69.00 71.75
MAGMA 125.40 127.50 124.70 127.25
MMTC 23.75 23.75 22.65 23.10
GDL 133.00 133.65 130.00 130.60
ITDCEM 104.85 105.40 103.00 103.90
AAVAS 1500.00 1500.00 1448.00 1470.00
ZENSARTECH 255.60 261.05 254.60 259.50
IOB 11.39 12.00 11.25 11.30
AIAENG 1760.00 1760.00 1731.55 1754.00
CARERATING 922.90 923.30 905.00 920.00
TTKPRESTIG 6790.00 6988.20 6790.00 6797.25
LINDEINDIA 502.80 510.40 496.00 504.90
PRSMJOHNSN 92.00 92.00 90.00 90.95
VTL 1080.35 1097.60 1047.50 1080.55
SUDARSCHEM 326.05 326.05 319.00 321.35
IFBIND 820.00 820.00 769.30 771.70
PHOENIXLTD 656.05 656.65 650.00 650.10
BAJAJELEC 507.00 508.15 504.40 505.75
GRINDWELL 561.30 569.45 558.00 560.00
EIHOTEL 170.30 172.65 168.50 171.40
TATAMETALI 605.00 611.05 603.60 603.60
GMDCLTD 74.60 75.00 73.90 75.00
HATSUN 719.95 719.95 701.00 711.00
SHREECEM 21200.00 21289.00 21023.80 21110.80
GILLETTE 7500.00 7500.00 7365.40 7385.05
LUXIND 1275.00 1275.00 1236.15 1254.15
CERA 2950.05 3005.00 2921.60 2960.95
MRF 54717.75 55011.90 54554.35 54600.05
NH 233.75 240.00 233.75 236.80
ORIENTELEC 160.75 160.80 156.30 156.45
CENTRUM 27.10 27.25 26.30 26.90
TATAINVEST 849.05 860.00 849.05 850.50
GUJALKALI 502.25 506.45 499.00 501.50
GET&D 234.00 235.00 231.75 231.75
SHK 130.35 131.15 130.00 130.00
TCNSBRANDS 790.00 805.95 780.80 789.15
MAHLIFE 409.00 414.75 409.00 411.00
MONSANTO 2214.10 2215.00 2153.00 2180.00
MINDACORP 108.00 108.70 106.00 106.00
APARINDS 598.05 605.15 581.05 582.35
SOMANYCERA 414.00 414.00 408.00 408.00
SKFINDIA 1997.25 2018.35 1985.65 1997.95
TEAMLEASE 2984.95 3011.00 2935.00 3010.00
GESHIP* 264.40 269.90 264.00 269.00
3MINDIA 23900.00 23947.00 23485.00 23485.00
SHRIRAMCIT 1383.60 1453.65 1367.60 1370.00
BAYERCROP 3341.60 3373.00 3310.00 3321.00
LAXMIMACH 5150.00 5275.00 5107.00 5107.00
KNRCON 283.40 285.00 279.75 281.15
ERIS 503.00 527.95 488.00 503.70
WABCOINDIA 6210.25 6210.25 6100.05 6105.00
UNITEDBNK 9.65 9.68 9.55 9.60
EIDPARRY 167.10 168.00 164.10 165.40
TVTODAY 250.45 259.00 248.90 259.00
MHRIL 225.00 227.55 222.50 222.55
COFFEEDAY 215.10 217.50 214.00 217.50
GREENPLY 164.85 164.85 160.70 162.00
VMART 2280.00 2305.50 2248.85 2294.95
JAGRAN 107.50 107.50 105.00 107.45
ESSELPRO 130.30 130.30 129.05 129.05
MOTILALOFS 682.75 686.65 676.10 676.10
SHOPERSTOP 477.75 482.35 476.80 478.40
HONAUT 24833.15 24833.15 24011.00 24011.00
FLFL 448.50 467.00 448.15 467.00
IRCON 384.20 387.40 384.20 385.05
KPRMILL 617.25 626.95 610.10 610.10
GEPIL 847.20 847.55 824.50 824.50
TAKE 125.05 127.15 122.80 123.25
DHANUKA 396.10 396.30 385.00 386.00
SHILPAMED 347.80 349.15 347.00 348.00
GULFOILLUB 874.90 874.90 855.00 855.00
TIINDIA 381.00 384.25 378.25 380.00
SOLARINDS 1147.70 1187.20 1126.20 1129.95
CAPPL 400.00 411.15 400.00 405.00
SFL 1340.00 1350.00 1293.00 1293.00
INDOSTAR 371.55 372.60 365.10 368.65
SCHAEFFLER 4812.75 4930.40 4811.00 4930.40
DBCORP 190.30 193.20 190.30 192.85
ELGIEQUIP 261.25 263.00 259.00 263.00
CHOLAHLDNG 481.40 485.50 473.00 475.00
BLUEDART 2700.00 2723.55 2674.95 2718.00
GAYAPROJ 159.00 159.05 157.00 157.50
LAOPALA 183.80 188.70 183.80 185.90
TRITURBINE 107.10 107.10 103.10 105.40
ASAHIINDIA 217.15 217.50 217.05 217.45
SIS 930.00 930.00 920.00 921.25
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 11725.80 11754.00 11670.20 11699.65 -24.45
UPL 903.40 941.60 895.20 938.00 47.90
YESBANK 112.00 114.00 108.85 111.40 1.80
M&M 626.00 637.00 626.00 636.70 9.25
TCS 2254.15 2280.00 2250.80 2277.00 27.15
SBIN 350.00 354.75 349.65 353.10 3.70
ADANIPORTS 400.00 407.40 399.80 406.00 4.00
IBULHSGFIN 609.50 630.00 598.00 617.70 5.70
NTPC 134.70 136.00 133.75 135.70 1.15
COALINDIA 255.90 258.25 253.35 256.10 1.85
INDUSINDBK 1483.00 1485.00 1449.05 1459.00 10.35
TITAN 1302.00 1307.40 1291.05 1301.00 8.65
ITC 274.25 277.50 274.25 276.00 1.75
MARUTI 6411.00 6497.10 6322.85 6456.00 38.75
BHARTIARTL 345.15 348.55 343.50 345.50 1.70
HDFC 2136.10 2159.00 2133.50 2150.00 9.20
HDFCBANK 2411.95 2430.60 2410.00 2421.00 6.80
BPCL 379.00 382.65 373.10 381.00 1.00
HINDALCO 197.00 203.25 196.50 198.10 0.45
HINDUNILVR 1769.00 1777.60 1756.70 1769.85 3.20
HCLTECH 1079.00 1084.05 1068.10 1077.35 1.10
SUNPHARMA 381.80 385.40 377.50 383.20 0.40
LT 1545.50 1563.45 1537.15 1540.90 1.15
TATAMOTORS 158.70 160.20 156.20 158.90 0.00
POWERGRID 200.00 200.75 197.55 199.70 -0.20
ICICIBANK 431.45 433.80 428.20 430.15 -0.65
BAJAJFINSV 8392.45 8432.00 8338.00 8375.00 -17.45
ULTRACEMCO 4555.50 4640.30 4543.45 4585.00 -10.15
CIPLA 548.55 552.45 545.10 550.00 -1.55
BAJFINANCE 3562.00 3579.90 3533.05 3546.05 -19.80
WIPRO 285.50 287.60 283.15 284.20 -1.65
ASIANPAINT 1386.00 1398.00 1368.25 1374.50 -8.50
INFY 751.90 751.90 742.65 745.00 -5.20
GRASIM 900.60 909.30 880.00 888.00 -9.75
AXISBANK 771.00 775.25 761.00 762.60 -8.45
KOTAKBANK 1489.00 1497.30 1464.35 1473.10 -16.70
IOC 153.10 154.00 150.80 152.00 -1.85
HEROMOTOCO2606.00 2606.00 2540.70 2571.00 -35.00
INFRATEL 275.00 275.95 271.50 271.65 -3.70
RELIANCE 1272.15 1276.45 1257.10 1261.85 -17.65
GAIL 311.95 312.50 305.75 306.65 -4.95
DRREDDY 2524.00 2532.00 2504.65 2506.10 -45.45
BRITANNIA 2830.00 2865.00 2771.05 2776.00 -50.70
TECHM 738.00 738.00 727.00 727.00 -13.45
VEDL 172.50 173.40 167.00 169.05 -3.35
ZEEL 348.90 351.00 334.00 338.50 -7.15
BAJAJ-AUTO 2855.00 2877.10 2801.20 2814.00 -61.55
TATASTEEL 497.20 499.80 481.85 485.90 -11.75
ONGC 171.15 171.85 164.85 165.80 -5.15
EICHERMOT 19771.00 19830.95 18912.10 19075.00 -644.20
JSWSTEEL 267.00 268.50 257.10 258.10 -9.05

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 26981.70 27029.20 26884.20 26960.25 34.05
BHEL 73.00 74.00 72.00 73.80 2.40
HDFCAMC 1885.00 1945.00 1870.00 1933.00 60.75
PEL 1909.20 1988.55 1909.20 1943.10 52.90
LUPIN 731.00 742.50 725.00 732.10 19.30
DIVISLAB 1541.65 1584.35 1536.05 1576.90 31.15
SRTRANSFIN 1107.20 1118.90 1080.80 1118.50 20.10
ICICIGI 1155.90 1184.00 1142.00 1176.25 20.70
SBILIFE 705.15 713.40 698.95 710.30 10.35
MCDOWELL-N 554.35 562.60 552.20 558.05 6.15
AMBUJACEM 213.10 216.90 212.50 214.70 1.85
DMART 1322.00 1338.00 1317.00 1332.00 11.55
COLPAL 1135.90 1140.35 1130.95 1137.65 7.10
UBL 1358.95 1375.70 1346.30 1358.00 7.35
HDFCLIFE 438.55 442.25 435.60 440.35 2.20
OFSS 3097.90 3135.35 3090.25 3113.55 14.90
GODREJCP 669.45 677.00 668.00 672.50 3.10
SIEMENS 1249.00 1255.00 1223.05 1245.75 5.60
BANDHANBNK 531.40 548.00 531.00 533.00 2.25
INDIGO 1540.00 1572.25 1536.20 1556.95 4.85
ACC 1530.00 1552.85 1517.45 1537.10 4.65
CONCOR 556.95 557.35 547.00 553.95 0.55
BANKBARODA 118.35 119.95 117.40 118.10 0.05
MARICO 369.00 373.00 368.10 369.35 0.05
PETRONET 242.00 243.00 239.75 241.50 -0.05
NIACL 147.20 151.40 147.20 148.50 -0.20
GICRE 206.00 208.10 205.45 205.45 -0.45
DABUR 392.60 396.40 388.05 391.50 -1.10
BOSCHLTD 16516.00 16602.60 16337.00 16415.00 -51.40
PGHH 10764.95 10900.00 10634.30 10730.00 -35.25
BIOCON 249.00 250.80 246.30 248.60 -0.95
SHREECEM 21154.40 21389.75 21000.65 21059.00 -95.40
ABB 1560.15 1573.00 1550.00 1551.30 -7.75
MRF 54600.00 55089.95 54555.25 54650.00 -272.40
HAVELLS 781.30 791.35 781.00 782.10 -4.05
L&TFH 114.20 115.15 112.20 113.55 -0.65
PIDILITIND 1227.00 1232.40 1215.15 1225.60 -7.40
NHPC 25.20 25.40 24.95 25.05 -0.15
BAJAJHLDNG 3634.00 3659.00 3572.00 3607.05 -26.35
ASHOKLEY 86.65 87.20 85.20 85.85 -0.65
HINDPETRO 289.75 291.90 283.35 288.80 -3.10
DLF 178.40 179.40 173.95 175.55 -2.00
PAGEIND 20810.00 20874.80 20590.20 20630.00 -257.45
IDEA 12.15 12.25 11.95 12.00 -0.15
HINDZINC 230.75 231.85 226.60 227.80 -2.95
NMDC 110.90 111.80 109.30 109.55 -1.70
SAIL 49.90 50.85 48.60 49.10 -0.95
ICICIPRULI 384.70 385.90 374.00 376.35 -7.40
AUROPHARMA 614.70 614.70 582.30 584.20 -18.25
CADILAHC 235.70 236.75 224.55 225.40 -9.65
MOTHERSUMI 126.70 127.00 120.20 121.05 -5.45
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US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo met Monday with

the king of Saudi Arabia as he
sought to coordinate with allies
over soaring tensions with Iran.

On a day trip scheduled
after Iran shot down a US
drone, Pompeo flew into the
Red Sea city of Jeddah and met
with King Salman at his palace.

“You are a dear friend,” the
king told Pompeo as he shook
hands with the top US diplo-
mat and his aides.

Pompeo is later due to
meet the powerful crown
prince, Mohammed bin
Salman, before flying for talks
in the United Arab Emirates,
US officials said.

Both Saudi and Emirati
leaders advocate a tough US
approach against regional rival
Iran, whose downing of the
unmanned drone prompted
President Donald Trump to
order a military strike before
changing his mind.

Pompeo, speaking to
reporters as he left Washington,
called Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates “two
great allies in the challenge that
Iran presents”.

“We’ll be talking with them
about how to make sure that we
are all strategically aligned and
how we can build out a global
coalition,” Pompeo said.

He said the United States
sought a coalition “not only
throughout the Gulf states but
in Asia and in Europe that
understands this challenge and
that is prepared to push back
against the world’s largest state

sponsor of terror”.
But the hawkish US stance

has drawn limited support
among its allies in Europe,
which still support a denu-
clearisation deal negotiated
under former president Barack
Obama from which Trump
pulled out last year, triggering
tensions. Iran says that the US
drone encroached its airspace
— a charge that Washington
denies — and accuses
Washington of waging eco-
nomic warfare by unilaterally

imposing sanctions, including
trying to stop all its oil exports.

The US pointman on Iran,
Brian Hook, on Monday held
his own talks in Oman, which
has often served as a go-
between for Washington and
Tehran. 

Pompeo’s trip comes
despite growing controversy
inside the United States over
the Trump administration’s
cosy relationship with
Mohammed bin Salman after
US-based dissident writer

Jamal Khashoggi was killed
and dismembered in the Saudi
consulate in Istanbul last year.

Pompeo used rare emer-
gency powers, citing Iran as a
threat, to authorise USD 8.1 bil-
lion in weapons sales to Saudi
Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates, despite concerns in
the US Congress that the arms
will go to kill civilians in the
devastating war in Yemen.

Pompeo added the Middle
East stops on his way to a pre-
viously scheduled visit to India. 
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Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan suffered a

bruising defeat on Sunday as
the opposition candidate in
Istanbul’s controversial mayoral
election re-run romped to vic-
tory.

Ekrem Imamoglu had won
the first mayoral vote in March
by a slim margin of 13,000
votes over Erdogan’s chosen
candidate, Binali Yildirim, who
contested the results and a
new election was ordered.

After being stripped of
that victory over disputed
claims of fraud, Imamoglu
vowed a “battle for democracy”
that turned him into a house-
hold name. With some 99 per-
cent of ballots counted by
Sunday night, Imamoglu was
winning by more than 775,000
votes — 54 percent, with
Yildirim on 45 percent, the
Anadolu state news agency
reported.

“It was not a single group
or party, but the whole of
Istanbul and Turkey that won
this election,” Imamoglu said in
his victory speech as scenes of
his ecstatic supporters broke
out across the city of 15 million.

“Mr President, I am ready
to work in harmony with you.
I convey from here my request
to meet with you in the short-
est time possible,” he  added.

Critics had accused
Erdogan of refusing to give up
control of Istanbul, Turkey’s
economic powerhouse and a
crucial source of patronage for
Islamic conservatives since he
won the mayorship himself a
quarter of a century ago.

But the Turkish leader con-
ceded defeat this time, writing

on Twitter: “I congratulate
Ekrem Imamoglu who has
won the election based on pre-
liminary results.” 

Imamoglu, a little-known
district mayor at the start of the
year, galvanised voters with a
relentlessly positive campaign
under the slogan, “Everything
will be fine”.

That was in stark contrast
to the usual aggressive name-
calling of Turkish politics and
struck a chord with voters.

“Our happiness has just
started. We will celebrate till
morning. We have been wait-
ing 17 years (for a win). We
believed in him and he believed
in us,” said 29-year-old
Imamoglu supporter Eda
Alday, as cars honked and fans
waved Turkish flags in the
street.

Imamoglu faced the jug-

gernaut of Erdogan’s ruling
AKP party, which has been in
power in Turkey since 2002 and
remains the most popular
political force nationwide.

AKP candidate Yildirim, a
mild-mannered Erdogan loy-
alist who oversaw several huge
transport projects and served as
prime minister, this time quick-
ly conceded defeat.

He had already struck a con-
ciliatory tone earlier on Sunday,
saying “if we have wronged,
knowingly or unknowingly, one
of our fellow Istanbulites or our
challengers, if we have done
something unjust, I ask for your
forgiveness.”  As the city of
Istanbul erupted in spontaneous
celebrations over Imamoglu’s
victory, commentators noted
that this was more than a munic-
ipal vote — Erdogan himself
once said: “Whoever wins

Istanbul, wins Turkey.” “It’s a
colossal defeat for Yildirim but
also Erdogan. His gamble (in
calling for a replay of the elec-
tion) backfired,” Berk Esen,
assistant professor of interna-
tional relations at Ankara’s
Bilkent University, told AFP.

It comes as an economic
slump and rising prices have
dented the president’s reputation
for economic stewardship, with
the AKP also losing the capital
Ankara in March.

“The AKP elites will prob-
ably try to de-emphasise the
election and act like it’s no big
deal,” said Esen.

Erdogan has already played
down the importance of the re-
run, saying last week that the
choice of mayor was “only a
change in the shop window”
since the AKP controls almost
two-thirds of the city’s districts.
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Saudi salesman Majd had
just begun his wedding

preparations when his fiancee
sought to enshrine in their
marriage contract a condition
already guaranteed by law —
her right to drive.

Wedding contracts have
long been a safety net for
brides in the deeply patriarchal
society, used to guarantee
demands that are often other-
wise vulnerable to the whims of
the husband or his family.

Such legally binding con-
tracts typically codify anything
from the woman’s right to have
her own house, hire a maid, or
to study or work.

But after the kingdom last
year lifted a decades-long ban
on female motorists, a popular
new condition in the contracts
is the right to own and drive a
car, according to documents
seen by AFP and interviews

with wedding clerics.
Majd, 29, who is due to

marry this month in his native
Dammam in eastern Saudi
Arabia, signed off on two
demands from his 21-year-old
fiancee — the right to drive and
to work after marriage, accord-
ing to the contract he shared
with AFP. “She said she (would)
like to be independent,”
explained Majd, who request-
ed his last name be withheld as
the discussion was a private
family matter.

“I replied: ‘sure, why not?’”
Overturning the world’s

only ban on women drivers is
the most palpable social change
in the ultra-conservative king-
dom, which is pursuing a wide-
ranging liberalisation drive.

To drive, women do not
require the explicit approval of
their male “guardians” — hus-
bands, fathers and other male
relatives, whose permission is
needed by women to study, get

married and even leave prison.
But it remains unclear

whether women have any legal
recourse should their guardians
prevent them from taking the
wheel.

And many in the kingdom
appear to be trapped in this
troubling scenario.

“Some women prefer to
include the driving condition in
their contract to avoid any
marital conflicts” over the issue,
said Abdulmohsen al-Ajemi, a
Riyadh wedding cleric who
received his first such enquiry
from the family of an engaged
woman last week.

“It’s a way to guarantee the
husband will keep his promise.”
A breach of wedding condi-
tions can be used by women as
grounds for divorce, clerics
say.

There are no official sta-
tistics on the number of such
contracts. Saudi Arabia’s justice
and media ministries did not

respond to AFP’s request for
comment.

But Munirah al-Sinani, a
72-year-old housewife in
Dhahran, a city in the king-

dom’s east, said she had come
across two such cases recently
among her acquaintances.

“If you don’t let me drive,
if you say ‘no’, then khallas (fin-

ished) — I don’t want you,”
Sinani quoted one of the
women as telling her potential
spouse.

The trend underscores how

women appear to be using the
contracts to side-step patri-
archy — and the conditions
appear to be getting bolder.

A man in eastern Al-Ahsa
city told AFP that during a
marriage within his extended
family, the bride demanded
that her husband-to-be give up
smoking. Another woman
asked that her husband have no
access to her salary and anoth-
er stipulated that she should
not fall pregnant in the first
year of marriage, according to
cleric Ajemi.

A Saudi woman took social
media by storm recently when
she posted her wedding con-
tract online.

The document prohibited
her husband from taking a sec-
ond wife, even though
polygamy is legal in Islam.

Angry online trolls
rebuked her husband as
“unmanly” for accepting the
condition.

Men also sometimes use
wedding contracts to stipulate
that the “wife will never work”
or that she must agree to live
with his mother, senior cleric
Adel al-Kalbani told AFP.

The new conditions are a
sign of the kingdom’s social
transformation that appears to
be granting women more
rights, Kalbani and Ajemi said.

But they could also cause
strains in marriages in a tradi-
tional society where such con-
ditions may be deemed insult-
ing or signify a lack of trust in
the husband, typically the head
of a household.

Saudi media has already
reported a spike in divorce
cases in recent years.

“In the past, society did not
listen to women. Husbands
would turn around and firmly
say ‘No’,” cleric Ajemi said.

“But now they are listening
to the aspirations of women,
adapting to their demands.”
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Ahead of President Xi
Jinping’s meeting with his

American counterpart Donald
Trump this week, China on
Monday said that it would not
agree to any trade deal with the
US at the expense of its sover-
eignty and both sides should
make compromises to break
the deadlock over the issue. 

Xi and Trump will meet in
Osaka, Japan on the sidelines of
the G-20 summit on June 28-
29.  Trump, who kicked off the

trade war last year, is demand-
ing China to reduce the mas-
sive trade deficit which climbed
to over USD 539 billion last
year. He is also insisting on
China to workout verifiable
measures for protection of
intellectual property rights
(IPR), technology transfer and
more access to American goods
to Chinese markets. 

Both the countries have
imposed additional tariffs on
billions of dollars worth of
their exports to each other. 

Trump last week threat-

ened to “immediately” jack up
tariffs on the remaining USD
300 billion Chinese exports to
US should President Xi fail to
show up at the meeting. The
US already has 25 per cent
duties on more than USD 250
billion of imports from China.

Trump and Xi held a
detailed telephone talk on June
18 preparing ground to resolve
differences impeding the deal
to end the year long trade war
between the world’s two largest
economies. 

Addressing the media here

ahead of Xi-Trump meeting,
China’s Vice Minister of
Commerce Wang Shouwe said
talks between teams from the
US and China are underway to
make preparations for the
meeting.

Outlining China’s stand
for a deal to end the bruising
trade war, he said Beijing insists
the any agreement would be
based on mutual respect, which
meant respecting sovereignty,
treating each other as equals
and win-win outcomes bene-
fitting both the countries.

“Compromises should be
made by both sides. It should
be a two-way street. China
and the US are member states
of World Trade Organisation
(WTO), so the agreement
should be keeping in principles
of the WTO,” he said.

Trump is demanding
China to reduce massive trade
deficit which last year climbed
to over USD 539 billion. 

Special teams from both
the sides headed by high level
officials held 11 rounds of
talks to end the tariff war.
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US President Donald Trump
will visit South Korea at the

weekend after the G20 summit to
discuss deadlocked nuclear talks
with the North with President
Moon Jae-in, Seoul’s presidential
office said Monday.

Trump will fly to the South
Korean capital on Saturday after
attending the G20 summit in
Japan, officials said, prompting
speculation he could try to visit
the Demilitarized Zone that
divides the peninsula.

The visit comes after Trump
exchanged letters with North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un, who
said the US president’s letter to
him had “excellent content”,
according to the North’s state-run
media Sunday. Trump received a
missive from Kim earlier this

month and called it a “beautiful
letter”. The letter exchange comes
after their second summit in
Hanoi in February ended with-
out an agreement — on sanctions
relief and what the North might
give up in return — and since
then the negotiation process has
stalled, with minimal contact.

Kim last week hosted
Chinese President Xi Jinping for
two days of fanfare in Pyongyang
— the first visit by a Chinese pres-
ident in 14 years — showcasing
a decades-old alliance they called
“invincible” and “forged in blood”.

Analysts say Xi’s meeting
with Kim — ahead of talks with
Trump on the sidelines of the
G20 summit — is intended to
demonstrate and reinforce
Beijing’s influence in the North,
which is heavily reliant eco-
nomically on its neighbour.
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Pakistan’s former foreign
minister Abdul Sattar, who

accompanied then military dic-
tator Pervez Musharraf as the
country’s top diplomat during
the historic Agra summit, has
died at the age of 88.

Sattar, a career diplomat
and two-time foreign minister,
passed away on Sunday,
according to the Foreign Office.

He served as Pakistan’s for-
eign minister under then pres-
ident and military dictator
Musharraf from 1999 to 2002.

He was with Musharraf
during the historic Agra sum-
mit between the Pakistani
leader and then prime minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee in
2001. Satrar also served as
Pakistan’s ambassador to India,
Austria and Soviet Union.

“We are deeply saddened
to announce that former
Foreign Minister Abdul Sattar
has passed away,” the Foreign
Office said in a statement.

Besides serving as foreign
minister for two non-consecu-
tive terms in 1993 as caretak-
er and later from 1999 to 2002,
Sattar had also served as
Pakistan’s foreign secretary
from 1986 to 1988.

The FO said that he was an
illustrious diplomat and an
accomplished author. Sattar was
also a writer and authored a book
of foreign policy of Pakistan.
Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi expressed
grief over the death of Sattar. 
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Iran said Monday that no
cyber attack against the

Islamic republic has ever suc-
ceeded, after American media
reported the US launched one
last week amid a standoff
between the two countries.

“The media are asking
about the veracity of the alleged
cyber attack against Iran. No
successful attack has been car-
ried out by them, although they
are making a lot of effort,”
telecommunications minister
Mohammad Javad Azarari
Jahromi said on Twitter with-
out referring to any US attack.

US media on Saturday said
Washington launched cyber
attacks against Iranian missile
control systems and a spy net-
work this week after Tehran
downed an American surveil-
lance drone.

The Washington Post said
that after the drone shooting
US President Donald Trump
authorised US Cyber
Command to carry out a retal-
iatory cyber attack on Iran.

The attack crippled com-
puters used to control rocket
and missile launches but caused
no casualties, according to the
Post, which cited people famil-
iar with the matter.

Yahoo cited two former
intelligence officials as saying
the US targeted a spying group
responsible for tracking ships
in the strategic Strait of
Hormuz.

The Iranian telecommuni-

cations minister acknowledged
that Iran has “been facing
cyber terrorism — such as
Stuxnet — and unilateralism —
such as sanctions”.

The Stuxnet virus, discov-
ered in 2010, is believed to have
been engineered by Israel and
the US to damage nuclear facil-
ities in Iran.

And Tehran is believed to
have stepped up its own cyber
capabilities in the face of US
efforts to isolate the Islamic
republic.

“We foiled last year not
one attack but 33 million
attacks with Dejpha shield,”
Azari Jahromi said referring
to a new internet defence sys-
tem.

Tensions between Iran and
the United States have been
high since Trump last year
unilaterally withdrew from the
multinational 2015 nuclear
deal with Tehran.

The accord sought to curb
Iran’s nuclear ambitions in
exchange for sanctions relief.

After leaving the accord
Trump imposed biting sanc-
tions on Iran to choke off its oil
sales and cripple its economy,
and his administration is
expected to announce more
sanctions on Iran later Monday.

The tensions between Iran
and the US were exacerbated in
recent weeks after Washington
accused Tehran of being
behind a series of attacks on
tankers in the strategic Gulf. 

Iran has denied any
involvement.
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Sri Lanka’s most senior defence
official on Monday became

the latest government figure to
face possible criminal charges
over “major lapses” linked to the
Easter Sunday bombings that
killed 258 people.

Hemasiri Fernando, who
was defence secretary before the
April 21 bombing of three
churches and three hotels, should
be investigated for his failure to
prevent or minimise the attacks,
Attorney General Dappula de
Livera said.

The attorney general said in
a letter to Sri Lanka’s acting
police chief that a presidential
commission of inquiry had found
“major lapses” by Fernando, who

has since resigned from his top
job. While Fernando is the most
senior defence official to face
action, President Maithripala
Sirisena also suspended police
chief Pujith Jayasundara after he
refused to step down over the
handling of the attacks.

Jayasundara and Fernando
have testified before a
Parliamentary inquiry and
accused Sirisena of failing to fol-
low established protocols in
assessing threats to national secu-
rity. Last week, the attorney gen-
eral ordered investigations against
nine police officers for failing to
act on warnings ahead of the
bombings, carried out by Islamic
State-backed local jihadists.

All nine were senior officers
in the districts where the attacks
were carried out and have now
been transferred from their posts
pending disciplinary action and
criminal investigations.

Authorities have admitted
that warnings sent by India of an
impending attack by a 
local group, the National
Thowheeth Jama’ath (NTJ), were
ignored. Some 45 foreign nation-
als were among the dead and 500
people were injured in the attacks.
The tourist hotspot has been
under a state of emergency since.

Sri Lanka’s State Intelligence
Service (SIS) has also been crit-
icised for failing to act on the
Indian warnings, but no-one
from the state spy service has
been put under investigation. 
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As they say your gender pref-
erence does not define you.

Your spirit does. Ajit Arora made
his foray into film production
through 377 Ab Normal, which
vividly portrayed the journey of
hardships that members of
LGBTQ community had under-
gone. He is all set to bring its sec-
ond edition soon. His commit-
ment to the cause prompted him
to step beyond the horizons and
venture into cinema. He said
enthusiastically, “Whenever the
instance on 377 will be recalled,
ours will be the first film on it.”

On being questioned about
commencing his journey through
this film, he said, “When the
Supreme Court gave the verdict
that they are to decriminalise sec-
tion 377, it was one enough rea-
son to start with. This film was
just a portrayal of what people
had gone through before the
verdict. So many people had
lived their lives the way they
shouldn’t have had.”

This landmark verdict had
put across that this is not a
crime and the film portrayed the
same, the real-life captivating
journey of emotional display of
people who suffered and are
now happy about how things are
being accepted in the country.

Citing his reasons for choos-
ing 377 over any other topic, he
said, “We would have only shown
the cause but not the solution.
Here, we got the chance to por-
tray the solution as well. The
court is coming to take the
action. So the bracket is closed,
right?”

On the forthcoming series,
he merely hinted, “It is an exten-
sion of the first film. I am leav-
ing it on the audience to decide
whether it is the same linear story
which will continue or is it the
futuristic thing?”

Emphasising on the commu-
nity further, he said that as
human beings, they also have the
right to move around without
having the fear of going behind
bars. “I am glad that this person-
al choice was respected by the
law,” said he.

Ajit apprised us that people
will evolve with time. As they
say change is the only constant
thing in this world. Decades ago
inter-caste marriages were not

prevalent. If people did, they were
disowned. Eventually, things
changed with time. They broad-
ened their mindsets. This is an
emotional change, which is why
it demands time for people to
adapt to changes.

Talking about the impact of
the film, Ajit said, “People were
asking, ‘Acha ye crime tha kya,
iske liye jail ho sakti thi kya? (Was

this a crime? Could somebody be
imprisoned for this?)’ They were
not aware of the fact that 377 was
a crime and the bearer were these
people. They did not know that
it was legalised by the High
Court earlier and then reversed
by the Supreme Court.”

His first film was streamed
on ZEE5, an online channel.
Hence, talking about the intrica-

cies of the platform, he said that
web has a longer shelf life as com-
pared to cinema. One can watch
it even after 10 days. This has
taken the space of TV viewers
and given it a big time dent. India
has been fortunate enough to be
the youngest populated country.
People have evolved, the new
generation is completely young at
heart and mind at the same
time. They are so well aware of
the happenings in the world. We
are lucky enough that such con-
tent is coming to our route. It
offers the option of watching any
genre and 500-1,000 things at a
time.” 

He apprised us that powerful
content is important, it can not
always be driven by social caus-
es but by a regular person’s
dream too. Good content has to
be supported by the treatment of
how you show it on screen.

Ajit layed stress on portray-
ing reality. “I can’t fabricate the
content to make it larger than life
or blow it out of proportion so
that everyone likes it. It is not the
way reality should be shown. If
tomorrow people say that the law
has put a big embargo on the
Haryana panchayat then I will be
happy to make a film right then
and there. We should not think
about the verdict or the film as
supportive of one community.
We are supportive of social cause,
it is something which was a
landmark.”

He is currently working on
many verticals, one of which is a
common person’s journey to
achieve a goal. It’s a film which
conveys a social message.
Through this, he is trying to por-
tray social causes coupled with
regular life content. It might
drown you in a pool of emotions
to ignite some thought.

The television industry in India still
continues to score high but can the

same be said for theatre? Instinctively,
the comparison feels inapt as they are
two different worlds. Poles apart.
Theatre is very dynamic, spontaneous
and transitional. Actress Kamya Panjabi,
having worked for more than 15 years
in the industry, now steps into the world
of theatre with a play titled Pajama
Party. She says, “Television is a piece of
cake and anybody can do it whereas on
the other hand, theatre is not every-
body’s cup of tea.”

Directed by Atul Satya Kaushik, the
play revolves around four female friends
— Darsha, Aisha, Kalyani and Urvi, who
are from Mumbai and each of them is
standing at a crucial juncture of their
lives. They gather for a pajama party at
Aisha’s place, who lives there with her
boyfriend Abhay. The night progresses
with music, fun, jokes and food but what
happens post that changes their lives
forever. But instead of succumbing to it
they decide to stand against it and find
a maverick way to deal with this sud-
den change in their lives.

Recalling how she ended up saying
yes to Atul for the role, Kamya explains,
“When this role came to me, I decided
to politely decline the offer by meeting
Atul sir in person as I already had a very
tight schedule but the way he described
the plot of the show. I just couldn’t say
no.”

Talking about the character she
plays, the Shakti actress says, “My
friend Ishan Yadav, who is the co-pro-
ducer of the show, told me that Atul sir
was looking for someone like Kamya for
the role. So the character that I have por-
trayed completely resembles to my per-
sonality and is quite strong and inde-

pendent.”
While everybody on the team had

a lot of time for rehearsing for the play,
Kamya had to manage the shooting
schedule of Shakti and the rehearsal of
the play. Speaking about what she used
to do to make the most out of the short
practise sessions, she says, “I made sure
that I knew my lines by heart, not just
my lines, infact I knew other actor’s lines
as well. By doing this I had the whole
play in my mind. Now when you have
memorised everything then you actu-
ally know what is happening in which

scene, like after my dialogue, I knew
who will speak and even what are they
going to speak. So the whole situation
became a bit easy.”

Kamya feels that there is a huge risk
that one takes while improvising in the-
atre, whether the other actor can han-
dle the improvisation or not, that’s a
chance that one takes. “In television if
I improvised something and if the
other actor didn’t understand it, the
scene can be cut but in theatre there are
no cuts. Even if you have handled the
situation by improvising it and still the

other actor cannot deliver his dia-
logues then it’ll still be a big mess,” she
adds while comparing the process of
improvisation in television to that in
theatre.

Further talking about the theme of
the play, Kamya shares that what does
it mean to be a modern Indian women.
“In our society people are really judge-
mental and everybody is worried about
the fact that what will people think. This
thought of what would people think or
say is the biggest worry. Sometimes in
the fear of this thought, we don’t share
our views, opinions and our pain with
our family also. So, we need to stop that
and stand up to express ourselves. I
mean it is literally the high time that we
start taking a stand. This is the time
when kids and women are being abused
both physically as well as mentally. The
things that are happening in today’s era
must come to an end and this can only
be done by taking a firm stand for our-
selves. The concept of modern Indian
women for me is to speak for yourself
and stand up against wrong because if
you can’t take a stand for yourself then
nobody else will.”

Apprising us about her experience
of the time spend in the world of the-
atre, the newbie says, “I have realised
that there’s still a lot to learn and it’s a
never-ending process. The world of the-
atre has a lot to offer and I am looking
forward to learn new things as well as
performing better. Television and the-
atre are like children to me, while one
is of 15 years, the other is a newborn.
Although I want to keep on doing tele-
vision for the rest of my life but theatre
has got a different kind of high in it.”

(The play will be staged on June 29
at Sri Ram Centre for Arts.)
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Discrimination has been a
burning topic in the coun-

try. Actor Ayushmann
Khurrana, who is continuing on
the path of backing ground-
breaking content with Article 15,
says the film industry is a sec-
ular world where no one dis-
criminates on the basis of caste
or religion.

Ayushmann, whose filmog-
raphy is dotted with unconven-
tional stories, features as a
police officer in Anubhav Sinha’s
Article 15, a film which empha-
sises on prohibition of discrim-
ination on grounds of religion,
race, caste, sex or place of birth,
which finds a mention in the
Indian Constitution.

As for the film industry,
Ayushmann said, “There is no
discrimination in the industry.
It is purely on the basis of
merit. Nobody discusses caste
and religion in the industry. If
you are good, you are applaud-
ed and rewarded. The industry
is very secular and democratic.”

The actor has a knack for
working on quirky and
unconventional stories
such as Dum Laga Ke
Haisha, Bareilly Ki Barfi,
Shubh Mangal Saavdhan
and Badhaai Ho, which
also give out a social mes-
sage. 

What attract-
ed him to Article
15? “I have
always aspired to
do something
different and
Article 15 is a
film which has
never been
tried by film-
makers in the
m a i n s t r e a m
space. I am glad
this is happen-
ing right now
as this is the
time where we
can be coura-
geous with
the subjects

of our films. This is the era
where we can do different stuff
and still command credibility at
the box office at the same time,”
he said.

After Article 15
Ayushmann, who will be seen as
a gay man in Shubh Mangal
Zyada Saavdhan, says he never
thought about the “box office
game” while shooting Article 15.

“This is something very
close to my heart and I com-
pletely believe in it,” said
Ayushmann. 

The film, releasing on June
28, has earned the ire of the
Brahmin community in Uttar
Pradesh over the fact that the
story has been “tweaked”. With
the intention of portraying the
accused men as Brahmins, they
feel it will defame the commu-
nity. It depicts how caste equa-
tions are prevalent in the area. 

Ayushmann is sure that the
film does not take any sides and
has no intention to show any
community in a bad light. 

“As of now, they are react-
ing to the trailer but with the

film we have not offended
anybody. The censor board
has cleared the film. They
are the ones who should be
taken seriously. Like the

particular community who
are getting offended,

when they will see
the film, they will
realise that what-
ever they are
doing is a redun-
dant exercise as
there is nothing
like that in the
film,” he said.

He also said
the film is not
based on a partic-
ular event. “It is
an amalgam of
d i f f e r e n t
events which
keep on hap-

pening in our
country.”
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Ruhail Amin’s name had hit
the headlines when Sunaina
Roshan, Hrithik Roshan’s

sister and his alleged girlfriend,
said that her family was not
accepting him for being a Muslim.

Ruhail said in an interview
with a TV news channel, “This
incident has once again exposed
the dark underbelly of identity
politics at play in today’s liberal
times which are totally uncalled
for.”

Sunaina had earlier called
her life as “hell” and talked about
how her family has been making
her life unbearable. In an inter-
view with an entertainment web-
site, she revealed that she had
asked Kangana Ranaut and
Rangoli Chandel to help her fight
for justice.

Talking about the love jihad
angle their story has taken, Ruhail

called it as unfortunate. “Labelling
someone extremist just because
he/she belongs to a certain reli-
gion is simply outrageous and
needs to be condemned in
strongest words,” he said.

Ruhail said that the two had
lost touch for some time while he
was covering entertainment for
news channel, and only recon-
nected through social media.

Ruhail said that when he first
spoke to Sunaina’s family, they
were not happy about their bond.
He added, “They did not approve
of our friendship. I also got to
know that her parents put a secu-
rity ring around her post our
friendship and when she told me
about it, my first reaction was of
disbelief and later a good laugh.”

In a previous interview,
Sunaina had revealed that she fell
in love with Ruhail, a journalist,

a year ago. Her father Rakesh
Roshan, however, slapped her
and allegedly called Ruhail a ‘ter-
rorist.’

“Calling someone a terrorist
just because of his Islamic iden-
tity is unjustified. Religions and
geographies should not become
the cornerstones of defining
extremism. We need to move
beyond that mindset. Most
importantly, we need to stand up
against ignorant viewpoints, who-
ever has them,’ said he.

Ruhail said that he has been
in touch with Sunaina. “She wants
to restart her life on a positive note
and wants her family to support
her decisions,” he said.

When asked why is there a
problem now even though Hrithik
Roshan was married to Suzanne,
a Muslim, Ruhail said, “Everyone
can see the irony here.”

Earlier, actor Hrithik Roshan’s
former wife Sussanne Khan had
come to his defence amid ongo-
ing family tensions regarding his
sister Sunaina Roshan, whom she
had called a loving and a warm
person.

Sussanne had written on
social media, “As a part of my
experiences with all concerned
and in my lifespan of being a part
of this close knit family, I know
Sunaina, to be an extremely lov-
ing, warm, caring person, who is
in an unfortunate situation.
Sunaina’s father is undergoing a
major health crisis. Her mother is
herself vulnerable to say the least.
Please respect the families tough
period, each family goes through
such times. I needed to say this as
someone who has been a part of
this family for long.”

@$ ������

����������
�
�
"�����
��!����!#0#! �
�����!)��� ��!# ! �����.������'
�
���
�+����
�	������
�����'����������	
����3
����
��
���������
���

	3���������
�$�/�;���		������������
	�������������
�
�������
	�������	
���������
��


0���(&��)&!&"��&�"
&"��&�!�&"($��)�1

�!���+���
�$�
�������2"�7"���4�5�"N�����&
������25�7����7" �������������������������������+�
����
��	�
�������
�����
������������!����������
�����
B
���	����
����������



�������
������� ������� !"� #$%!(

�
-���	
	�
�����-	��	
	���

�����	
�	����	��	
�	.
���

�,�	��
��	��	����	������#

�����	.���	(*	�,��	��	�6��

��	���	6��
�	����#	�	���,���	��

.
�	���,��	6��	��

= ���
���	��
��

CRICKETCRADLE

@
���������$��
&�'�()���������(	��)��*
���	
(�)�+���(,�)
�*)�����,��-���.��**��,�).����'�*
��
���-��
/��
�0	��	�*
�������-���()�1��������)2�
�
����,	�/,)�)2������
+���
,)2��*�����(�.�
)
�����(���)
�)2����)��(."�(��(�('�		����*��3
�2�����&�'�()���*�����(�+�����)���(��*
�
*��(�����*
���	����(����'���*)��)2���(�+��)2
�
����,	���*��)�)
���20�+��(�1�����
���,���$4
/,)�)2��)����/
,�����/��'�)
�
,)��)��
,)2
�*����/��5%�,�(�
���,����"��+�+��-�)2���(���0
*�����2
	�(��.�,������(��
)������(���)
�)2����)0
��(��������2���)
�	�������'�)"�������'�����

)2��(���"�/����+�������������)2���
����,	".
(������*��3���������)�+��������(���)
�)2�
&�'�()����������/��)2��&�'�()������'�)�6
��
7&�68���2��,���0*���&�'�()���('�		����(�()��
)2�)�)2�����)��
*�)2��)������(�.����
(���(��
)����������������(���)���.��.�2�(�2�(�/����)2�
���)��
*�)2��&�'�()������'�)�)���".�2��(����
.�2������
+���
,)2��*������(�)2���(,�)�
*��
�
�	��)��)�����**
)�����/��������������	
(�0
)�+���(,�)�*
��
���-�����**��,�)���()����'"��2��

,�/��
�0	��	�*
�������-���()�1�������(�*
�0
�
����/��(�+�����)���(�"�(
���9,()�*�������
(
���,�9,()�*����.

����	�
�������
1���������0$%�	�����9,������,�'�"�(
��
*
���'�)���-�������2�������,�'�"���(�(����2��	0
��-���-�����/�)(�����)�)2����)(��2����
*�)2��
�,��2��
����,	�)����-���()��,()�����2���
�
�,�(������9,�"��2
���	�((�����)2�2�(�/
����-
���)2��)2��0�������
��0:1��2��	�
�(2�	��
�0
)�()����;�-2����
�/�"���(�(����/
����-����*,��
)��)�)
���-��(2�/�)(���"��2
��������(�)�)
�)�'��
�
*���
��*�+
,�)�(��,((��(��)��
�<(��&�����-�*

=����
,�-����'�)�("��9,������)���)

'�)�

���'�)(��-���()��,������
���:1"�����,���-�
��

**���/��,)�*,������+���)2�)���(�(2
���
���
+���
�
�����))��+����
�<(����'�)�>
,�����1)
�����?,�)����/,33�
��)2��(
�����������	��)*
��
�9,��������2�(�(	������)2�*�-,�(�
*� �*
�!#���
$$�
+�(�

/���
����#���
@
�����()�/�)(��������2�����
��2�=
2(��
;�(����2����(�(�)�)
��),����������	
)��)�
��
���&�'�()������'�)���)2���(��2��*�(����)
�

��)�
����)��������-���*)��)2��
�-
��-��
��
�,	��=
2(��"��2
���(�2�����
��2�������(
�)2�
�2��*�(����)
���� #$ "�����)���()�		����
����(
2����
*�)2��&�6<(����'�)��
���))����6,)��
����/���(
,���(����=
2(����(�/���-��
�(�����
*
������	
)��)��(	
�(�/���)���*)��)2���
��
�,	��.=
2(����(�/���-��
�(������*
�)2��9
/�
*
�2��*�(����)
�
�����-��
*�)2��&�'�()���)���".
)2��(
,���(�����=
2(��"�45"���(��2��*�(����)

��� #$#����� #$$�/�*
��)2��&�6������2���)2�
��)����2�����
��2�
*�)2����)�
����)�����6,)
�*)��A�'���(2�*�)

'�
+���(�&�6��2�����"
=
2(�����(��	������*
���*
��-���
��2"���+�
�2�)�
����(	�)��)2��*��)�)2�)�&�'�()����2�)�0
��(2�����-��������)2����()�(���(��������� #$ 
���)2��������2��&�6�2�(����
,�����)2�)��*)�
)2���
����,	��)(����'�)��
���))��"��2��2�,�)��
�
����(��
���)"��
,���2
�����
/,()���?,��
��)
�)2��)���<(�����(,		
)�()�**<(�	�*
�����(
���)2����()�)2������(�/�*
����'��-���
�0
�����)�
�(�)
�)2���2����������6
���
*
>
+��
(��

��������

����
�
������	�2�
�"$ ���< � . � �?� ��&	�� �&$

) "P C < ( ) Q),R(C ))

' �2� C < ) ( Q(,JK* )(

R 7"- < K ( ) Q(,J(* *

K 6". C K ' ( Q),K<= J

< �� C ' ' ' B),))* C

C �0-6�5 C ' R ) B(,K(= <

=  �3 C ' R ) B),'C< <

J /7 C ) K ) Q(,)*( R

* ��� = ) < ) B(,R'K R

)( �;. C ( C ( B),=)' (

● =
2�������2���B(�2�)0)��'���(�
����)2��(��
���
���(�
����������)�2�(��2�������1������/
����-�/(�)2������'�)(�����(������/���(

6�	����$������
��
RM((��!�7��
:"�."� A��!����AA��!��

�+0�9�
��

�	����	���	�����!��	�
	�������	�������	�����	���	����	������/���!
����)�!�	�!���	��	��%	���������!���� ��	����	�-������$����	�B���!
���� 	�����A��!���������!	� ���������	


���	� ��"�56��6�

Jasprit Bumrah’s amazing
skill-set gives India a realis-

tic chance of winning the
World Cup but a “freak” called
David Warner might just
retain it for Australia, feels
2015 World Cup-winning cap-
tain Michael Clarke.

Former Aussie skipper
Clarke explained why India
and Australia are top three
contenders while making it
clear that the coveted Cup
may not “come home” for the
hosts contrary to what the
likes of Kevin Pietersen and
Michael Vaughan are wishing.

One of the most delightful
batsmen to have played the
game, Clarke is in awe of the
legend of Bumrah which has
been on the upswing for two
years now.

“I think there is nothing
that he (Bumrah) doesn’t have.
He is fit and healthy. I hope he
stays that way as he would play
a big part in India’s success in
this  World Cup,” Clarke
observed.

But Bumrah will face quite
a challenge from Australia,
especially Warner, who has
already scored 447 runs in six
games with two hundreds.

“I did expect an excep-
tional performance from
David because he is an excep-
tional player. He is a freak. He
is the X-factor in this team. If
Australia go on to win the
World Cup, David Warner
will be the highest run-getter
in my opinion,” opined Clarke
and then went on to separate-
ly analyse what made the two
individuals special.

Questioned as to what
makes Bumrah such a difficult
proposition for batsmen,
Clarke elaborated, “With the
brand new ball, he can swing
and seam it. When the ball is
doing nothing in the middle
overs, he has the extra pace to
trouble batsmen.”

“He can bowl close to 150
clicks and then at the death, he
bowls those yorkers as good as
anyone else. And if there is
reverse swing, he is a genius,”
the former Australian cap-

tain summed up the Indian
pace spearhead in a nutshell.

Virat Kohli or for that
matter no captain could have
asked for a better ‘Go To’
option than Bumrah, accord-
ing to Clarke.

“As a captain, probably,
you need someone like him to
throw the ball to when you
need wickets. He can open the
bowling, bowl that 35th over
when nothing is happening or
bowl those last four overs at
the death, which can win
India a World Cup final,” said

the veteran of 115 Tests and
245 ODIs.

Would Bumrah been as
good as Wasim Akram had
there been just one new ball
instead of two?

“I think he would have. He
is that good that he would
have found out ways to adapt,”
the former Australian skipper
said.

Nothing makes Clarke
more happier than to see
Warner in prime form putting
all the controversies behind
him.

Warner was roundly crit-
icised for his slow batting
against India but that is the
approach which is now giving
Australia a real chance against
a lot of other teams.

“ODI is different from
T20s and it has taken him a bit
of time to get back into ODI
format. He has been patient at
the start of his innings.

“People are saying David
Warner is not at his best. But
he has had two scores of 150.
That shows how good a play-
er he is and he is now a lead-

ing run-scorer in the tourna-
ment,” Clarke looked excited
and happy speaking about his
former teammate.

“David has  probably
played a little bit differently to
what everybody expected at
the start of the World Cup. But
he has played smart. He has
batted for a period of time.
Remember before he got back
into ODI cricket, he was back
in T20 cricket after a 12-
month lay-off.”

As far as captaincy is con-
cerned, Aaron Finch’s leader-
ship has been “impressive”
according to Clarke, who
lauded Kohli for using two
wrist spinners, which he
termed both “positive and
aggressive”.

“India is a very skilful
team and I think they have
made the right decision in
going in with two wrist spin-
ners. That’s the aggressive
approach and that probably
made the difference with two-
wicket taking bowlers in those
middle overs.

“Virat’s captaincy has been
very good so far in the tourna-
ment. They are playing unbe-
l ievable cr icket  at  the
moment,” said Clarke, who
has always rated the Indian
captain highly.

The Australian humour
comes out when asked if he,
like the England fans, thought
that the “Cup is coming home”.

“Well, I am not sure if
everyone was thinking that. I
know Kevin Pietersen and
Michael Vaughan were think-
ing that. I wonder if they will
change their mind now. It’s still
a long way to go,” he grinned.

“We will find out how
good an ODI team England
are now because they will
probably need to win 2 out of
the next 3 games and they have
got Australia, India and New
Zealand to play.

“If they do it and go on to
win the World Cup, it will be
a fantastic achievement. I
would be commentating on
the June 25th game (England
vs Australia) at Lord’s. I can’t
wait for that game to begin,” he
said. 
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West Indies were dealt a severe
blow ahead of their crucial

match against India after all-rounder
Andre Russell was Monday ruled out
of the remainder of the World Cup
with a knee injury.

Russell, who had a terrific IPL
prior to the mega-event, has been
replaced by Sunil Ambris for the
remaining three matches of West
Indies.

“The International Cricket
Council has confirmed that the Event
Technical Committee of the ICC
World Cup 2019 has approved Sunil
Ambris as a replacement player for
Andre Russell in the West Indies

squad for the remainder of the tour-
nament,” the ICC said in a statement.

“All-rounder Russell has been
ruled out of further participation in
the event due to an injury to his left
knee. The 26-year-old Ambris, a
top-order batsman, has played six
Tests and six ODIs for the West
Indies,” it added.

The replacement of a player
requires the approval of the Event
Technical Committee before the
replacement player can be officially
added to the squad.

Much was expected from Russell

in the World Cup, especially after his
stupendous show in this year’s IPL,
but Russell was far from his best in
the quadrennial event while strug-
gling with chronic knee issues.

In the four matches out of six he
played in the World Cup, Russell
managed just 36 runs at an average
of 12.

With the ball in hand, he had
picked up five wickets at an econo-
my rate of 5.31.

West Indies are all but out of the
World Cup as they are languishing at
the eighth spot in the 10-team com-
petition with just three points from
six games.

West Indies take on favourites
India here on Thursday. 
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I’m hoping that after his hundred
against New Zealand, Carlos

Brathwaite realises that he can be as good
as any all-rounder in the world.

He hits the ball so well and is a top-
class cricketer; he's not a T20 player
alone, as his performance at Old Trafford
demonstrated. 

There’s no doubt in my mind that
Carlos can make big scores and win
games for the West Indies, but now he
needs to turn his potential into reality. 

West Indies could be one of the best
teams around - they have the talent. Had
the West Indies batsmen turned some of
those 50s 60s & 70s 80s into hundreds
they would have been in a better posi-
tion in the points standing. As for the
bowlers with a better understanding of
the English conditions and better home-
work done on the opposing players they
could have performed much better.

A team with Darren Bravo sat on the
bench is a team with some talented
cricketers. They weren’t outplayed in at
least three of their games that they lost
(New Zealand, Australia, Bangladesh) it's
just that they're not putting the clinical
finishing touches necessary to win
games. 

Against New Zealand, they were well
aware of the asking rate; all they had to
do was knock it around. It wasn’t about
playing big shots.

It’s just reading the game properly,
however it was a great team effort
when you think about it they can be
proud of some of their performances.

I just hope that they've learned
from their mistakes and that they can
rectify them because they are talented
Cricketers. Ultimately, the difference has
been that the West Indies just aren't set-
tling in and making big scores.

Everyone in this tournament is
making hundreds, but it says a lot that

Carlos is the only West Indies player so
far to do so. We have the talent it's just
a case of pushing on and batting long.

In that regard, they need to look at
the example set by Kane Williamson.
The New Zealand captain didn't break
sweat at all, and just knocked it around
on his way to a match-winning 148.
There hasn't been much balance in the
choosing of the squad in this competi-
tion, either. 

Sheldon Cottrell wants to bowl fast,

but he’s a swing bowler — and when he
swings the ball he takes wickets.

In previous games, West Indies
tried to bounce people out. This was an
improvement, but only time will tell if
they have learned those lessons.

There’s also no spin option there
when the rest of the sides have two or
three. Now, they have to try to produce
a spinner capable of playing in the ODI
format and in Test matches.

Roston Chase could play the same
role as Moeen Ali does with England,
and they also need someone who can
hold the fort in the way Kane
Williamson is doing for New Zealand.

West Indies have a lot of good strik-
ers of the ball, but they don't have a play-
er like Larry Gomes to stick around or
Royston Chase who can also do that job. 

Shai Hope is the type of player they
need to produce more of. If he hadn’t
made the 96 against Bangladesh, the
West Indies wouldn't have made runs.

For all the criticism over his strike
rate, if someone had stuck around with
him against Bangladesh, Jason Holder's
side would have made 360 or above.

With three games left, the West
Indies now have to focus on leaving here
with some sort of pride, because they
started well enough.
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Former Pakistan speedster
Shoaib Akhtar Monday said

Virat Kohli fan Babar Azam
should learn to play like his
"idol" and convert good starts
into big knocks by adapting to
match situations the way the
Indian captain does.

Akhtar said while Azam
has been scoring some crucial
runs for Pakistan, he fails to go
the full distance.

"I would like to tell Babar
Azam that when you consider
Virat Kohli your idol then you
should also learn to play like
him. Virat has scored runs in
very difficult situations. Babar

should learn to take singles like
Virat, learn to improvise like
him," Akhtar said in a video
posted on his YouTube channel.

"If you look at players like
Virat, Rohit Sharma, Kane
Williamson...All these guys
accelerate their scoring after
reaching fifty. Babar should
learn from them. He should

have more range of shots," he
added.

Akhtar, however, showered
praise on Haris Sohail, who
scored a 59-ball 89 during
Pakistan's convincing 49-run
win over South Africa in their
crucial World Cup fixture here
on Sunday. Babar chipped in
with 69 off 80 deliveries.

"I was constantly saying
that Haris Sohail should be
included in the playing XI
because he is a very compact
player. Against South Africa, he
showed how to score runs. In
fact he looked better than Babar
Azam.

"Haris provided the thrust
and helped Pakistan get a total
in excess of 300. Haris Sohail was
a great addition and Shoaib
Malik was dropped which was
a fair call," said Akhtar.

The 'Rawalpindi Express'
hoped that Pakistan wil contin-
ue to play fearless cricket in the
remaining games of the World
Cup and somehow sneak into
the semi-finals.

"I recommend Pakistan to
hold their ground, play pressure-
free cricket, play according to the
best of their abilities and display
their talent.

"Pakistan have a good
chance of making it to the semi-
finals. They need to play fearless
cricket without any pressure. If
England lose their three match-
es against Australia, India and
New Zealand, Pakistan can
come through," said Akhtar.

With five points from six
games, Pakistan still have an out-
side chance of making the last
four stage. They will next be
playing New Zealand, followed
by Afghanistan and Bangladesh.

If Pakistan manage to win
all three of their remaining
matches and results of other
teams go in their favour, they
could make the cut.

The 43-year-old applauded
Pakistan's bowling against South
Africa, saying the attacks man-
aged to get the ball to reverse
swing.

"Pakistan's bowling was very
good. (Mohammad) Amir
picked up wickets upfront and
that was crucial. Pakistan have
raised alarming bells for other
teams as their bowlers - Wahab
Riaz and Amir - have been able
to get the ball reverse swing."

Akhtar, however, was criti-
cal of Pakistan's fielding.

"They dropped as many as
seven catches. They dropped
fairly easy catches and that
needs to be rectified. The field-
ing needs to be improved," he
insisted. 
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It was all about the positive
intent for Pakistan against South
Africa.
Today, they played fearless

cricket and weren't really worried
about losing the match, which in
turn gave them the freedom to pay
their natural game. 

Coming after the disappoint-
ment of Old Trafford, Pakistan
badly needed such a win. 

They have been criticised a lot
and the last week has been hard on
them, so coming out of that and
producing such a performance was
particularly pleasing.

Haris Sohail, in particular, was
a breath of fresh air. He played
magnificently well, and ultimately,
his innings of 89 off just 59 balls
was the difference. 

Others got runs but his knock
was the icing on the cake because
Pakistan have needed someone to
come in at five or six and up the
ante. 

He really batted well, and it’s
probably a different Haris Sohail to
the one I’ve seen before. 

Haris has always been a very
conservative and technically sound
batsman but against South Africa,
he took the mantle and played in a
very different fashion.

For me, he’s my No 4 batsman
in the team because he’s technical-
ly sound and you can give him
more overs to build that innings. 

He and Babar Azam could

really complement each other. They
both have a habit of making hun-
dreds and could push the run rate
also. 

Haris is one for the future, for
sure. We’ve also started to get the

old Mohammad Amir back, where
he's got that mojo of swinging the
ball back into the right-hander. 

It’s not swinging massively, but
the line is right and that’s his
strength. 

Amir is picking up wickets on
a regular basis now and that real-
ly gives him that confidence to go
out and be himself. 

Whenever Pakistan get early
wickets, Wahab Riaz and the rest

will follow up. In the middle overs,
when the ball is reversing, that’s
where Wahab comes into his own.

It’s about bowling as a unit,
which Pakistan did at Lord’s, but
the ones I actually enjoyed watch-
ing the most were Shadab Khan
and Imad Wasim as they con-
trolled the middle overs while also
picking up wickets.

They never allowed the South
African batsmen to settle, and as a
result the Proteas were always
under pressure. 

Qualification is still up in the
air, but I’d really like to see them
play the same way in the coming
matches. 

There’s not much time between
now and the next game against
New Zealand, but I think they’ll
stick to the same team unless
there’s a real difference in the
pitch. 

If Pakistan keep playing with
that freedom, you never know
what can happen. 

Before going to Birmingham, I
think Pakistan will be closely
watching England against Australia
on Tuesday. 

That will be crucial, particular-
ly if Australia beat England. 

Pakistan will be hoping and
praying for an Australia win as that
would be best for their own qual-
ification hopes. 
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South Africa's premier leg-spinner dived
low to his right and plucked the ball just

millimetres from the ground.
It was as athletic a caught & bowled as

you’ll see this tournament and sent a disbe-
lieving Imam-ul-Haq back to the hutch for
44.

Immediately after the catch, for a South
African record 39th time in a World Cup
match, the Tahir train left the station and
chugged excitedly around the Lord's infield.

At 40 years of age, Imran Tahir is the old-
est player at this World Cup. For context, the
competition’s youngest cricketer — 18-
year-old Mujeeb Ur Rahman of Afghanistan
— was born more than four years after Tahir
made his first-class debut.

So, it's almost poetic that he celebrates
wickets with more unadulterated, childlike
glee than every one of his younger contem-
poraries.

The enthusiastic manner in which he
wheels away and sprints, endearingly aim-
lessly but with arms spread wide, further than
most quick bowlers' run-ups, is infectious.

Just ask Babar Azam — who couldn't
help but smile from the non-striker's end at
his opponent's jubilation.

But even by Tahir's standards, this cel-
ebration seemed to contain more vim and
vigour than normal.

Perhaps it was because he had just pulled
off a reaction catch with a high degree of dif-
ficulty that most 20 or 30-year-olds, let alone
40-year-olds, would struggle to make.

Perhaps it was because the wicket came
against Pakistan - the country of his birth and
team for which he played Under-19 and A-
grade cricket in a previous century.

Perhaps it was because, having
announced his retirement from ODI crick-
et at the end of this World Cup, he knows
there won't be many more moments like this
on the grandest stage.

Or perhaps it was because he had just
surpassed the great Allan Donald's to
become the leading South African wicket-
taker of all-time at World Cups with 39.

Most likely, it was a combination of all
these and as he prepares to ride off into the
sunset, it's worth reflecting on just how
remarkable it is that Tahir became a South
African record-breaker.

Some players are earmarked for great-
ness from an early age but the leg-spinner
didn't make his ODI debut until February
2011 — just a month before his 32nd birth-
day.

It's fair to say he swiftly made up for lost
time. He was the quickest South African
bowler to reach 100 ODI wickets, taking just

58 matches, and is still the only spinner to
do so.

He became his country's first player to
take a seven-for in a one-day international
when he ended with 7/45 against West Indies
in 2016 and perhaps his finest moment in a
Proteas jersey was the man-of-the-match-
winning 4/26 in the ICC Men's Cricket
World Cup 2015 quarter-final with Sri
Lanka.

In England this summer, he has con-
tinued to rack up the milestones: the old-
est South African to appear in a World Cup
match, playing his 100th ODI against
Bangladesh, the first spinner — of any
nationality - to bowl the first over of a
World Cup match, and now leapfrogging

every one of his countrymen atop the
World Cup wickets ranking.

At Lord's, in addition to his athletic
exploits to remove Imam, Tahir also had
Pakistan's other opener, Fakhar Zaman,
caught at first slip attempting an ill-
advised ramp shot to end with figures of
2/41.

His ninth and tenth victims of the com-
petition mean he currently has the most
wickets of any wrist-spinner at the event -
just another record to add to his CV.

His efforts ultimately weren't enough
to stop Pakistan racking up an intimidat-
ing total of 308/7 that South Africa were
unable to chase down - and defeat means
their chances of reaching the knockout
stages are now over.

As a result, the Tahir train will only
have two final chances to get up to speed,
so make sure you catch it while you still can.
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South Africa great Jacques
Kallis has urged the Proteas

to learn lessons from England’s
one-day international revival
following the team's miserable
early exit from the World Cup.

A 49-run defeat by Pakistan
at Lord's on Sunday ensured
that, with two games in the 10-
team round-robin phase still to
play, there is no way South
Africa can qualify for the semi-
finals.

Faf du Plessis, the South
Africa captain, did not pull any
punches, labelling his side's 259-
9 in response to Pakistan's 308-
7 as "borderline embarrassing".

But Kallis, the outstanding
all-rounder of his generation,
said South Africa should take
heart from the way England
recovered after suffering an
equally woeful first-round exit
at the 2015 World Cup

Eoin Morgan's side have
since risen to the top of the ODI
rankings and are among the
leading contenders to lift the tro-
phy this year.

"England used the disap-

pointment of their performances
in 2015 to rebuild their team and
totally change their mentality
and approach to one-day crick-
et," wrote Kallis in an
International Cricket Council
column.

"England now play without
fear and aren't afraid to make
mistakes. For me, South Africa

have approached things too
defensively at this tournament
and they need to attack each
match with much more positiv-
ity going forward."

Kallis said altering their
approach did not mean the
Proteas had to start from scratch
with a new squad.

"You don't need to make
wholesale changes, England are
still captained by Eoin Morgan,
as they were four years ago," he
said.

"A total clean-out is just not
the way ahead. We need to be
more considered and thought-
ful.

"South Africa have some
great young players in their 20s
(Kagiso Rabada, 24, Lungi
Ngidi, 23, Andile
Phehlukwayo,23, and Aiden
Markram, 24) and they can be
the foundation for the future."

Kallis added: "The first thing
that needs to be looked at is the
brand of cricket South Africa are
playing.

"England are proof how
quickly things can change in
four years, so long as you have
the right approach."
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Are England just a bunch of “flat-
track bullies”? That’s the uncom-
fortable question facing Eoin

Morgan’s side as they look to get their
World Cup campaign back on track
against arch-rivals Australia.

Today’s match at Lord’s was always
going to be a showpiece occasion, but it
has been given added spice by England’s
20-run loss to Sri Lanka.

Faced with a relatively modest target
of 233 on a tricky Headingley pitch,
England slumped to 212 all out.

Despite their second defeat of the pool
phase following an earlier loss to Pakistan,
the tournament hosts remained in the top
four and on course for a semi-final spot.

But England, bidding to win the
World Cup for the first time, cannot afford
many more slip-ups in their remaining
pool fixtures against fellow title contenders
Australia, India and New Zealand —
teams they have not defeated at a World
Cup since 1992.

England’s rise to the top of the one-
day international rankings since their woe-
ful first-round exit at the 2015 World Cup
has been based on aggressive batting.

They have twice posted a world
record score at this level in the interven-
ing four years, including the current mark
of 481-6 against Australia at Trent Bridge
just over 12 months ago.

Doubts, however, persist about
England’s ability to bat in less than ideal
conditions for shot-making.

Their problems were summed up
against Sri Lanka when Moeen Ali
marked his 100th ODI by hitting a six,
only to try to repeat the shot next ball and
hole out to leave England 170-6.

Former England captain Michael
Vaughan was unimpressed, writing in
Britain’s Daily Telegraph: “He (Moeen) was
there to win the game but it was dumb
cricket taking on the man at long off hav-
ing just hit the ball for six.”

According to research by cricket sta-
tisticians CricViz, on the 11 toughest one-
day pitches for batting England have
played on since losing to Pakistan in the

2017 semi-finals of the Champions
Trophy on a slow Cardiff surface, they
have lost five. By contrast, on the 11 best
pitches for batting they have played on
since then, Morgan’s men have won
nine.

England’s problems have been com-
pounded by the absence of Jason Roy from
their past two matches, with a torn ham-
string threatening to sideline the in-form
opener from the Australia clash as well.

Yet while former players such as
Vaughan bemoaned England’s lack of
nous against Sri Lanka, Jos Buttler said the
problem was they were not aggressive
enough. “I think we were a little bit pas-
sive as a group,” said the usually big-hit-
ting Buttler, who made just 10 before
becoming the last of four wickets for vet-
eran paceman Lasith Malinga.

“That doesn’t just mean hitting fours
and sixes, that means showing intensity
and trying to put pressure back on the
bowlers,” he said. 

By contrast, Australia have been
buoyed by the productive opening part-
nership between captain Aaron Finch and
David Warner and are second in the table
after five wins from six matches. 

Mitchell Starc is the joint-leading
wicket-taker at the World Cup — his tally
of 15 putting him level with fellow pace-
men Jofra Archer (England) and
Mohammad Amir (Pakistan) — but
Australia’s bowling in support of the left-
armer has looked vulnerable. 

Allan Border, Australia’s captain when
they beat England in the 1987 World Cup
final in Kolkata, believes it will be the

bowlers who are decisive. “The game will
be won and lost in the bowling,” he wrote
in an ICC column. 

“If Australia can hold their ground
against the onslaught and put pressure
back on England, that’ll be key.” 

�A,
�
England: Eoin Morgan (c), Moeen Ali,
Jofra Archer, Jonny Bairstow, Jos Buttler
(wk), Tom Curran, Liam Dawson, Liam
Plunkett, Adil Rashid, Joe Root, Jason Roy,
Ben Stokes, James Vince, Chris Woakes,
Mark Wood.
Australia: Aaron Finch (c), David Warner,
Usman Khawaja, Steve Smith, Shaun
Marsh, Alex Carey (wk), Marcus Stoinis,
Glenn Maxwell, Mitchell Starc, Kane
Richardson, Pat Cummins, Jason
Behrendorff, Nathan Coulter-Nile, Adam
Zampa, Nathan Lyon.
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�What’s the latest on Roy?
He went for a scan. Positive news. He

won’t be fit for today. We’ll monitor his
progress during the week and assess him
then as that unfolds.
�Will he be back for the India game? And
how big a loss is he?

Let’s just see how it goes. He’s Jason Roy.
Of course he’s a big loss. He’s an outstand-
ing performer before us. Epitomises the way
we play as a group. 
� Concerns that Vince hasn’t gone on yet.

No, not at all. We have every faith in
him to go on and get a score at some stage,
to continue playing in his own way. It’s
important that he does that.
� Is it a must-win game?

No, it’s not must-win yet. We don’t need
to win every game to get to the semis. It’s
another game where we try and produce a
performance that’s worthy.
� Is confidence affected by defeats?

Naturally guys are upset. They are very
excited about getting back on the park today
to try and produce something that every-
body’s used to seeing us play, and if that
means that we win the game, great.
�What reception do you expect Smith
and Warner to get?

I’m not expecting anything. I think fans
and supporters up and down the country
will have different reactions, as they will
around the world. Let’s just see.
�Do you have to prove that you can win
matches under pressure in the WC?

No. We’ve done that throughout the
WC already. Guys have performed under
pressure for a very long time. They have
performed under pressure of being
favourites for the last two years in series that
we’ve gone in, both away from home and
at home, and have no question mark about
producing under pressure.
�Will the pitch make you to play the extra
seamer?

There’s a chance. Day before yesterday,
the pitch was quite green, as well. I don’t
know if you watched the game, but certain-
ly today it did look a little bit green. I think
there’s a lovely covering of grass over it.
Probably a little more consistent than has
been in previous years, and depending on
the weather overnight, because there is
weather expected, it will probably affect the
decision today, yeah.
�Do you think this is a decent match-up
— England-Australia fixture?

It’s a good match-up for both teams. It’s
normally a really good game. The games
we’ve played against them in the last two
years, probably the score line hasn’t been as
fair as both sides have played. I think the
way that both sides play lends itself to a
good game of cricket, as well. So it will be
a challenge for both sides I think.
�How much of a difference does it make
to have Jofra this time?

Like Mark Wood, very similar roles.
Both give you flexibility, with the new ball
or first change, and at the end and in the
middle, give you options to change the pace
of the game. Similar to the way Australia
use theirs, use them as wicket-taking
options and I think we look to do the same.
We have done throughout the tournament
so far.
�You told the players to embrace when
things are different. Will it be the same
against Australia?

Playing against Australia is different, but
the feeling of playing against Australia is
nullified because we played them so often.
If guys had not of played against them a lot
over the last, say, three years or four years,
it would feel different, and it would feel, you
know, a little bit unknown.
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Australia coach Justin Langer says
England are still the team to beat at the

World Cup despite their surprise loss to Sri
Lanka.

England’s seemingly assured path to the
semi-finals now looks a lot less smooth after
a 20-run reverse at Headingley followed an
earlier group-stage defeat by Pakistan.

They next face arch-rivals Australia at
Lord’s, with the reigning champions in fine
form after winning five of their six pool
games so far — the only blot on their record
a defeat by title rivals India.

But Langer said England fully deserved
their place at the top of the one-day inter-
national rankings, having climbed to the
summit from the ruins of a woeful first-
round exit at the 2015 World Cup.

“They are the best team in the world.
Just look at their team... Nothing has
changed in a week,” Langer said on Sunday.

“I can’t wait for Tuesday (today) —
England at Lord’s, World Cup. That is what
we are thinking about,” added the former
Australia opening batsman.

Langer had a stint in the English
domestic game with southwest side
Somerset, where he first encountered a
young Jos Buttler.

The England vice-captain is now
regarded as one of the quickest-scoring and
most innovative batsmen in the game
today, with Langer nominating the wicket-
keeper-batsman as the natural successor to
veteran India great MS Dhoni.

“Jos is an unbelievable player. I love
watching him bat. He is the new Dhoni of
world cricket,” said Langer.

“I hope he gets a duck in this (Tuesday's)

game obviously, but I saw him at Somerset
and he is an unbelievable athlete and an
incredible finisher.

“They (England) have a very strong bat-
ting unit and we will have to be right on it.”

But Australia have several in-form bats-
men of their own, notably opener David
Warner, who is the tournament's current
leading run-scorer with 447 from six
innings. Both Warner and former captain
Steve Smith are making their comebacks
from year-long ball-tampering bans, with
the pair roundly booed when they faced
England in a World Cup warm-up match
in Southampton.

Langer, asked if he expected more of the
same even from the traditionally polite spec-
tators at Lord’s, replied: “Yes, probably but
that is okay. “There is nothing we can do
about the crowds or the opposition. We will
just go about our business.

“I did not know Davey that well
(before being appointed as Australia coach)
but he is good company.

“His runs speak for themselves. He is
smiling a lot. He is hungry. He is playing
well. He loves his family.

“Like Steve, the return has been seam-
less and they are playing well too, which is
pleasing,” Langer added. 
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England fast bowler Jofra
Archer has told his

Australian Indian Premier
League teammate Steve Smith
there will be “nothing friendly”
when the teams meet in the
World Cup today.

Archer, together with
England colleagues Jos Buttler
and Ben Stokes, played in the
same Rajasthan Royals side as
Smith during this year’s IPL.

But the England trio and
Smith will be on opposite sides
for the rest of the season, start-
ing at Lord’s this week — a fix-
ture that takes place ahead of an
Ashes series.

Tuesday’s game has added
significance for England after a
surprise loss to Sri Lanka left
them with little wiggle room in
their quest to reach the semi-
finals.

Asked if he thought of
Smith as a friend, Archer said
Sunday: “Yes, and I’d like to
think he considers me the same
way as well.

“He’s a really good guy. But
cricket is cricket and I guess it’s
time to be friends after. Until the
game is over, there will be noth-
ing friendly about it.”

Smith and fellow Australia
batsman David Warner have
already received plenty of pre-
dictable crowd taunts following
their returns from year-long
ball-tampering bans.

But they have shrugged off
the jeers, with Warner in partic-
ular finding his best form, with

two centuries so far.
Archer hopes his rapid pace

and some inside knowledge
could prove useful at Lord’s, even
though he playfully suggested
Smith had not been keen to face
him in the nets during their time
at Rajasthan.

“To be honest, I didn’t bowl
at him much,” said Archer.

“A lot of the guys probably
don’t want to face me or (West
Indies quick) Oshane Thomas in

the nets. They like the side-arm
and the throw downs.

“But when you play with
them you pick up on things you
won’t normally notice when
you’re just playing against them.”

“So hopefully me and Ben
can get together, I think we
might bowl together at some
point as well. We probably know
what to do when he’s in.”

Barbados-born Archer only
qualified for England in March,

meaning Tuesday will be the first
time he has played against
Australia in a competitive inter-
national.

“Just from watching the
Ashes and stuff I know it is a
pretty intense game between
them,” he said.

“I’m not too sure if it will
affect me coming in without
having experienced it before. It
could be an advantage, me not
being part of what happened
before.”

Opening batsman Jason
Roy was absent from training on
Sunday, suggesting he may not
recover in time from a torn
hamstring to play against
Australia but paceman Liam
Plunkett did take part after a
recent virus.
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Shakib Al Hasan came up with
a special all-round perfor-
mance, steering Bangladesh

to a 62-run win over Afghanistan
here on Monday and keeping
their semifinal hopes alive in the
World Cup.  

Mushfiqur Rahim (83 off 87
balls) and Shakib (51 off 69)
showed their class on a difficult
surface to help Bangladesh post a
competitive 262 for seven after
Afghanistan opted to field at the
Hampshire Bowl.

Shakib, who also became the
tournament’s leading run getter on
way to his half-century, was also
exceptional with the ball. The left-
arm spinner ended with figures of
five for 29 for in 10 overs, his best
in ODI cricket. 

With this incredible effort,
Shakib also became only the sec-
ond cricketer after India’s Yuvraj
Singh to score a fifty and take a
five-wicket haul in a World Cup
match. 

Chasing 263 was always going
to be tough for  a  f ragi le
Afghanistan batting line-up but 48

for no loss in 10 overs raised
hopes that the Gulbadin Naib-led
side might just get its first win of
the tournament after six losses in
a row. 

However, the batting fell apart
after Shakib removed Rahmat
Shah (24) and from 49 for no loss,
Afghanistan were reeling at 132
for six. The seventh wicket stand
for 56 runs between Samiullah
Shinwari  (49 not  out)  and
Najibullah Zadran (23) saved
them the blushes. Afghanistan
were eventually all out for 200 in
47 overs.   

Bangladesh’s third win in
seven games took them to seven
points and if they win their
remaining fixtures against India
and Pakistan,  the Mashrafe
Mortaza-led unit will end the
league stage with 11 points.   

Earlier, Rahim and Shakib
shared a 61-run partnership lay-
ing the foundation for a decent
score on a slow surface. The
India-Afghanistan game here on
Saturday also saw batsmen strug-
gle to score freely.

Mosaddek Hossain (35 off
24) provided the much-needed
fireworks in the death overs, tak-
ing the total past 250. The stand-

out bowler for Afghanistan was
spinner Mujeeb Ur-Rahman
(3/39), troubling the batsmen
with his variations.

Liton Das (16) was promoted
to open the innings alongside
Tamim Iqbal (36) with Soumya
Sarkar pushed down the order.
Das could not make the opportu-
nity count and was caught at
cover off Mujeeb.

Iqbal and star all-rounder
Shakib then shared a 59-run stand
before Mohammad Nabi hit the
former’s  s tumps,  leaving
Bangladesh at 82 for two in 17
overs.

Shakib, who surpassed David
Warner to become the tourna-
ment’s leading run-getter, played
a gritty knock that included just
one four. 

The world’s premier all-
rounder has so far scored two
hundreds and three half-centuries
in the competition.

Rahim, who too has been in
sublime form like Shakib, played
another valuable knock for his
team. Had he not  f ired,
Bangladesh would have struggled
to go beyond 225. His innings
comprised four boundaries and a
six.
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An early goal by Lautaro
Martinez and Sergio

Aguero’s late second gave
Argentina a 2-0 win over Qatar
on Sunday that qualified them
for the Copa America quarter-
finals.

A l r e a d y - q u a l i f i e d
Colombia beat Paraguay 1-0 in
the other Group B match to
secure a place in the last eight
for both Peru, who finished
third in Group A, and Uruguay,
currently second in Group C.

Argentina, who finish sec-
ond in Group B behind
Colombia, will play Venezuela
at Rio de Janeiro’s iconic
Maracana stadium in the quar-
ter-finals, while tournament
debutants and guests Qatar are
out.

Paraguay, on two points,
must wait and see what happens
in Monday’s Group C clash
between Japan and Ecuador
before finding out if they qual-
ify as one of the two best third-
place finishers.

Peru, with four points, are
sure of that while only a draw
between Japan and Ecuador
would see Paraguay progress.

Argentina coach Lionel
Scaloni recalled Manchester
City forward Aguero for the
crunch tie while Martinez kept
his place at the expense of
Angel Di Maria.

Asian champions Qatar
made a calamitous start when
a weak headed clearance from
Tarek Salman fell to Martinez
12 yards out, but the Inter
Milan forward sent his volley

over the top.
He didn’t have to wait long

for another chance though as
Bassam Hisham played a ball
across his box and straight to
the feet of the Argentina for-
ward, who scuffed a shot into
the bottom corner after just
four minutes.

With the weight was lifted
from Argentina’s shoulders,
they played with a freedom
expected of a side boasting
talents such as Aguero and
five-time Ballon d’Or winner
Lionel Messi.

Qatar played with limited
ambition but their talented for-
wards looked dangerous when
they did venture into the final
third.

Hasan Khalid Al Haydos
got in behind the Argentina
backline and tried to chip
Franco Armani but the goal-
keeper got a touch to divert the
ball behind, although the lines-
man’s flag was up and it would-
n’t have counted.

Messi burst into life with an
acceleration towards Qatar’s
area before slipping a pass to
Aguero, who dragged his left-
footed shot wide under pres-
sure.

Qatar were sporadically
dangerous on the break and
Portuguese-born Ro-Ro stole in
at the back post to meet a
Karim Boudiaf cross but could-
n’t direct his volley on target.

Up the other end, Nicolas
Otamendi headed over from
close range when it looked
easier to score.

Argentina almost scored a
second after Qatar goalkeeper

Saad Al-Sheeb spilled a head-
er by Martinez causing a scram-
ble in the box, but neither
Aguero nor Martinez could
poke the ball home.

Iraq-born Hisham almost
made amends for his earlier
gaffe with a free-kick at the end
of the half but his shot, which
passed through the Argentina
wall, cliped the outside of the
upright.

Another direct Messi run
set up Aguero but his shot was
deflected over by Algeria-born
Boualem Khoukhi.

Aguero then drew a save
from Al-Sheeb with a shot
from outside the area.

Qatar made few chances
but when they did, Akram Afif
snatched at his effort from dis-
tance when a smarter move
would have been to play in a
runner from midfield.

Aguero finally scored the
goal his industry deserved with
a purposeful run past two
defenders before sending a
cross-shot into the far bottom
corner eight minutes from time.

Already guaranteed of win-
ning the group, Colombia’s
Portuguese coach Carlos
Queiroz made 10 changes to his
line-up, with only Juventus for-
ward Juan Cuadrado retaining
his place.

They took the lead just after
the half-hour mark when
Gustavo Cuellar scored through
goalkeeper Roberto Fernandez’s
legs from a tight angle.

In the second half
Colombia had a goal and a
penalty award chalked off by
VAR. 
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Lewis Hamilton and
Mercedes moved within

reach of an overhaul of some of
Formula One’s most notable
records with his flawless
unchallenged triumph in
Sunday’s French Grand Prix.

But his extraordinary suc-
cess — his victory was his sixth
in eight races this year —
prompted a negative reaction in
some quarters from critics who
find Mercedes’ domination
“boring” and the races lacking
in suspense and thrills.

Hamilton, who admits his
success feels “unreal”, said on
Sunday he understood if spec-
tators, or the global broadcast
audience, lost interest but urged
them to blame the sport’s rules,
not the drivers.

“We need to see a dramat-
ic overhaul,” he said, adding
that the structure of the sport’s
management was also in need
of change.

He added: “It’s really
important that people realise it’s
not the drivers fault — this is

a constant cycle of F1 for years
and years. And before I got to
F1. It’s because the way Bernie
(Ecclestone) had it set up and
the decisions they made then.

“Until that structure
changes, it will be the same in
my opinion.”

As Hamilton and Mercedes
continue their relentless
destruction of the records, it is
unreasonable to ask his team to
slow down, as the president of
the sport’s ruling body, the
International Motoring
Federation (FIA) Jean Todt,
once the boss of the all-con-
quering team that powered
Michael Schumacher to five of
his seven titles, has pointed out.

“It is beautiful to see 20 cars
at a marvellous circuit, truly
modern, a real motor racing
circuit, with the best teams and
the best drivers in the world,”
he said.

“Then, if one team is bet-
ter, and you see this in all

sports, it is because it is the
strongest.”

He suggested there are not
the same complaints at seeing
tennis star Rafael Nadal dom-
inate at Roland Garros and said
that Mercedes rivals should
work harder to overhaul them.

Hamilton, meanwhile, will
have to ignore the noise and
carry on winning as he closes
in on Schumacher's record of
91 wins — his victory on
Sunday was his 79th — and a
potential sixth world title.

"I definitely didn't expect to
have six wins at this point and
it doesn't feel real," he admit-
ted after his pole-to-flag win,
his second in succession at Le
Castellet.

It also brought Mercedes
their 10th consecutive victory
and brought into prospect an
11th at this weekend's Austrian
Grand Prix, a total that would
be a record in the sport's mod-
ern era.
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Former world number one Andy
Murray says he could resurrect

his singles career at this
year's US Open follow-
ing a remarkable
return to tennis
with victory in
the men's dou-
bles at the
Queen's Club
tournament on
Sunday.

The 32-year-old
Scotsman teamed up
with Spanish partner
Feliciano Lopez to
take a 7-6 (8/6), 5-7,
10-5 win over
Britain's Joe
Salisbury and
Rajeev Ram of
the United
States.

The three-
time Grand
Slam champi-
on's triumph
comes after
what he
described as "life-
changing" hip
surgery earlier this
year.

Murray said
that while he had
not made up his
mind about a

return to singles, the US Open
would be the tournament where
it could happen.

If so, it would be a remark-
able turnaround for a man who

was tearfully pondering retirement
in January and has seen his sin-

gles ranking tumble to 215
in the world.

"I mean, potentially,
yeah," he said when
pressed as to whether the
US Open — where he won
his first Grand Slam title in
2012 — could be the place
to resume his singles
career.

"But I don't care, real-
ly, either way. Like, it
would be nice to play at
the US Open, but if I don't

-- look, I got so
much enjoy-

ment and
happiness

after win-
ning a first
round doubles
match here that, you know, that's
enough.

"I don't have to be getting to
the US Open this year and be real-
ly competitive and have to win the
tournament for me to enjoy it."

Murray, also a two-time
Olympic singles champion, said he
had to be mindful about his hip,
although he came through the week
at Queen's pain free.
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Rafael Benitez's three-
year reign as

Newcastle manager will
come to an end next
week after failing to agree
terms on a new contract,
the club confirmed on
Monday.

Benitez was a hugely
popular figure among
the Newcastle support
after stabilising the
Magpies in the Premier
League and the news is
likely to spark more
protests aimed at the
club's owner Mike
Ashley.

"It is with disappoint-

ment that we announce
manager Rafael Benitez
will  leave Newcastle
United upon the expiry
of his contract on 30th
June 2019," Newcastle
said in a statement.

"We have worked
hard to extend Rafa's
contract over a signifi-
cant period of time, how-
ever it has not been - and
will not be - possible to
reach an agreement with
Rafa and his representa-
tives."

Despite failing to
keep Newcastle in the
top flight shortly after
taking over in March
2016, Benitez earned hero

status on Tyneside as he
led Newcastle back to the
Premier League at the
first time of asking. He
then comfortably secured
survival by finishing 10th
and 13th in the last two
seasons. However, the
Spaniard did not hide his
displeasure at the lack of
backing he was afforded
by Ashley and was
believed to be seeking
assurances over the bud-
get he would have to
work with before com-
mitting his future to the
club.

"I have been trying to
win titles everywhere, in
different countries, and
we have to have a team
that can compete," the
former Liverpool, Inter
Milan and Real Madrid
manager told Sky Sports in
April.

"The city, the club,
everyone in Newcastle is
supporting the team so it's
massive. I'm not saying
£200m but doing a little
bit more, doing the right
things, we can compete
against the teams that are
now maybe between sev-
enth and 12th. But we
have to do things right."

Benitez, who won the
Champions League when
in charge of Liverpool in
2005, has been reported-
ly offered a contract worth
£12 million-a-year at
Chinese club Dalian
Yifang.
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