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Against the backdrop of
Washington objecting to

India’s �50,000 crore deal for
procuring S-400 missile sys-
tems from Russia, New Delhi
on Wednesday made it clear to
the US that its ties with Russia
are time tested and it will go by
its national interest while deal-
ing with other countries. 

However, appreciating the
growing strategic relationship
between India and the US, the
two countries agreed to work
through contentious issues.

The entire gamut of bilat-
eral relations, including the
issue of S-400, terrorism and
other matters came up for dis-
cussion during talks between
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar and his visiting US
counterpart Michael Pompeo
here. Jaishankar conveyed to
Pompeo that India will be gov-
erned by its national interest on
matters like S-400.

In a joint press interaction
later, Pompeo said India is an
important partner of the US
and that the bilateral ties were
reaching new heights.

Both the leaders agreed
that the even best friends can
have differences that need to be
worked out. Their talks covered
ticklish issues like S-400 deal,
purchase of oil from Iran, trade
tariffs and the H1B visa. On S
-400 deal, Jaishankar said India
will be go by its national inter-
est and Pompeo said, “The US
is committed to ensuring that
India has the military capabil-
ities it needs to defend its ter-

ritorial integrity.”
While answering to a ques-

tion on the issue of sanctions
under the US’ Countering
America’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act (CAATSA)
which may also impact India’s
procurement of the S-400 sys-
tems from Moscow, Jaishankar
said India has relationships
with several countries.

“We have many relation-
ships...They have a history. We
will do what is in our national
interest and part of that strate-
gic partnership is the ability of
each country to comprehend
and appreciate the national
interest of the other,” Jaishankar
said.

Noting that India-US
strategic partnership was based
on deep and broad conver-
gence, Jaishankar said discus-
sions with Pompeo were held
on key issues including energy
and trade as well as on the sit-
uation in Afghanistan and the
India-Pacific region. 

On terrorism, Jaishankar
said he expressed appreciation
for strong support of the
Trump Administration.
Pompeo, who arrived here on
Tuesday night, called on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
National Security Adviser
(NSA) Ajit Doval in the morn-
ing and discussed various
aspects of the India-US rela-
tionship.

The US Secretary of State
admitted that his country has
a divergence of view with New
Delhi on issues such as trade
but downplayed it by saying
that “great friends are bound to

have differences.” Both the
Ministers said they will explore
ways to work through these
issues, including the United
States’ opposition to the $5-bil-
lion defence deal for S-400 air
defence systems between India
and Russia.

“On some outstanding
issues related to trade, I pushed
for a constructive and prag-
matic view. The real test of our
intentions will be our ability to
deal with this,” said Jaishankar.
He also said true “maturity” lies
in finding ways and means,
something that has not worked
out so effectively between the
two countries in the recent past. 

Continued on Page 7
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Breaking his silence on
Jharkhand lynching inci-

dent, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday said it has
pained him and the guilty
must be severely punished. At
the same time, he stressed that
all kinds of violence in the
country, whether in Jharkhand,
West Bengal or Kerala, should
be treated in the same manner
and law should take its course.

Addressing the Rajya
Sabha, Modi also spoke on the
death of over 130 children this
month from Acute Encephalitis
Syndrome (AES) or ‘brain
fever’ in Bihar, describing it as
a matter of “shame” and the
“biggest failure” of seven
decades that outbreak of such
disease continues to kill even
after so many years of
Independence.

In his over an hour-long
reply to the debate on Motion
of Thanks to President’s
address, Modi launched a blis-
tering attack on the Congress
saying it was sheer arrogance of
the grand old party which is
unable to accept its defeat and
continues to question the man-
date of the people by doubting
EVMs.

Modi, who received flak
from the Opposition over his
‘silence’ on the lynching of a
Muslim youth in BJP-ruled
Jharkhand, said, “Security of
every citizen is our constitu-
tional duty but the entire State
should not be insulted for the
incident.”

“The lynching in
Jharkhand has pained me. It
has saddened others too. Guilty
should get severest punish-
ment but for this the entire
State has been pronounced
guilty and everyone put in
dock, which is not right,” he
said.

The Prime Minister said
some people in the Rajya Sabha
are calling Jharkhand a hub of
lynching. “Is this fair? Why are
they insulting a State. None of
us have the right to insult the
State of Jharkhand,” he said and
referred to violence in States
ruled by Opposition parties.

“All kinds of violence
whether in Jharkhand or West

Bengal or Kerala should be
treated as same and law should
take its course,” he said, adding
perpetrators of violence should
get a lesson that the entire
country is one on this issue.

On the death of children in
Muzaffarpur district of Bihar
where BJP and its ally JD(U)
are in power, he said the Centre
is extending all help to the State
to fight the problem. “In mod-
ern times, such a situation is a
matter of pain as well as shame
for all of us,” he said. “This is
the biggest failure in last seven
decades and we should take it
seriously.”

Modi, who had targeted
the Congress during his reply
in the Lok Sabha on Tuesday,
accused the Opposition party
of heaping “insults” on the
people of the country by call-
ing their decision to give a
thumping majority to the BJP
as “a defeat of the country,
democracy and farmers”.

Continued on Page 7
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In the wake of BJP’s impres-
sive show in the Lok Sabha

polls in the State, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has appealed to arch
enemy CPI(M) and the
Congress to unite with her
against the “communal forces”.

The two parties have, how-
ever, rejected her proposal say-
ing no one will like to mount
a sinking boat.

Apprehending danger from
the BJP in days to come,
Mamata on Wednesday told
the State Assembly about her
fear of the saffron party alter-
ing the Constitution of India. 

“Hence there is a need to
unite against the communal
forces,” she said, and went on
to explain her points. “I have
fear that the BJP may go on to
change the Constitution of
India and for this purpose I
think there is a need for all the
Left and secular forces like the
CPI(M) and the Congress to
join hands and thwart the BJP’s
advance in Bengal and India.”

On her mysterious silence
about the Rafale deal which the

Congress had made a prime
election plank, Mamata said
she did not have enough evi-
dence so as to raise the issue.
She said, “I was silent on Rafael
issue because I did not have the
documents with me. This does
not mean that I opposed the
Congress.”

About the Left, she said
though her party has ideolog-

ical differences with the
Marxists, she respects them. 

“I have personal respect for
many Left leaders who had
done a good job for the bet-
terment of the poor. I am
aware of their secular creden-
tials. I am ready to work with
them and invite them and the
Congress to work together
with us to stop BJP from

advancing further.”
Accusing the BJP of run-

ning a parallel Government in
Bengal for four months by
using the Election
Commission, Mamata said the
saffron outfit had paralysed the
administration in the State
even after the result of the elec-
tions were out.

“They have stoked vio-
lence throughout the State,” she
said adding, “how eight out of
10 people who were murdered
after the elections belonged to
the Trinamool Congress.”

Speaking about the threat
of encounter death issued by
the BJP leaders of Bengal —
when they come to power —
Mamata wondered why the
police didn’t arrest the leaders
“speaking like rogues.”

Meanwhile, rejecting
Mamata’s appeal for a united
fight against the BJP, CPI(M)
central committee member
and Left legislative party leader
Sujan Chakrabarty said,
“Mamata Banerjee is day-
dreaming about an alliance
with the Left which will never
mount a sinking boat. 

Continued on Page 7
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The Centre on Wednesday
appointed senior IPS offi-

cers Arvind Kumar and
Samant Kumar Goel as the
chiefs of Intelligence Bureau
(IB) and Research and Analysis
Wing (RAW), respectively.

The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet,
headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, approved their
appointments for a fixed two-
year tenure, said two separate
orders issued by the
Department of Personnel and
Training. 

Kumar will take up the
reins of the IB, country’s inter-
nal intelligence agency, from
Rajiv Jain on completion of his
extended tenure on June 30.
Goel will take charge from
Anil Kumar Dhasmana on
completion of his extended
tenure on Sunday. 

Both Jain and Dhasmana,
who were appointed for a two-
year fixed tenure in 2016, were
given six months extension in
December last year.

Kumar, 59, a 1984 batch

IPS officer of Assam-
Meghalaya cadre, is at present
the special director in the IB
and was heading the Jammu &
Kashmir desk.

He has been working with
the IB since August 1991. 

Continued on Page 7
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has

attached movable and immove-
able properties worth �9,778
crore belonging to Vadodara-
based Sterling Biotech Ltd
(SBL)/ Sandesara Group and
the firm’s main promoters,
Nitin Sandesara, Chetan and
Deepti, along with others. The
ED was probing a money laun-
dering case relating to cheating
and bank fraud against them.

The attached properties
include four oil rigs and oil
field. These include OML 143
located in Nigeria, and three
ships (Tulja Bhawani, Varinda,
Bhavya and Brahmani) regis-
tered in Panama and held in the
name of company Atlantic Blue
Water Services. The ED has
also attached an aircraft regis-
tered in the USA and a resi-
dential flat in London. All the

companies holding the
attached assets are controlled
by SBL. The latest move is in
addition to the attachment of
assets worth �4,730 crore made
by the ED in 2018.

“The SBL Group had
obtained both Indian and for-
eign currency loans from
Indian banks/ lenders. The
loans were sanctioned/ dis-
bursed by consortium of banks
led by Andhra Bank, UCO
Bank, State Bank of India,
Allahabad Bank and Bank of
India. It is revealed during
investigation that the loan
funds were diverted for non-
mandated purposes, layered
and laundered through a web
of multiple domestic as well as
offshore entities. The main
promoters have not only
siphoned off loan funds to
finance their Nigerian Oil
Business but also for their per-
sonal purposes,” the ED said.

The promoters used their
employees’ names and incor-
porated 249 domestic and 96
offshore shell companies.

Continued on Page 7
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BJP leader Kailash
Vijayvargiya’s son — and

the party’s MLA in Madhya
Pradesh — was on Wednesday
arrested for assaulting a civic
body official with a cricket bat,
after a heated argument over a
demolition drive.

A local court rejected
Akash Vijayvargiya’s bail plea
and he was sent to jail in the
evening, an official said.

A video of the assault went
viral on social media, after
which police filed an FIR
against Akash and 10 others.

Akash went about beating
up the officer even as media
persons surrounded him with
cameras and recorded the
entire incident.

Continued on Page 7
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US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo on Wednesday

called for speaking “strongly” in
favour of religious freedom
rights and asserted that the
world is worse off when they
are compromised.

“India is the birthplace of
four major world religions.
Let’s stand up together for reli-
gious freedom for all, let’s

speak out strongly together in
favour of those rights for when-
ever we do compromise those
rights, the world is worse off,”
Pompeo said in his India pol-
icy speech at the India
International Centre here.

His remarks assume sig-
nificance as they come days
after the State Department’s
International Religious
Freedom Report.

Continued on Page 7
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The triple murder of an
elderly couple and their

nursing attendant in South-
west Delhi’s Vasant Vihar that
left Delhiites shocked has been
cracked, police claimed.  

Preeti Sehrawat (42) and
her live-in partner Manoj Bhatt
(29) were arrested from a hotel
in Gurugram by police on
Wednesday. Frustrated with
their financial losses, the duo
had initially planned to rob
elderly couple Vishnu Mathur
(78) and Shashi Mathur (75),
but ended up killing them and
the attendant, Khushbu
Nautiyal (24). 

The bodies of the elderly
couple as well as their attendant
were found with their throats
slit at their residence in Vasant
Apartment on Sunday. 

“On June 17, Preeti, a fam-
ily friend of the elderly couple,
visited the Mathurs and stayed

with them overnight to become
familiar with the entry and exit
points of the house. The same
night, she spoke to the daugh-
ter of the elderly couple using
Khushbu’s phone,” said Satish
Golchha, Special CP (Crime).

The South-west district
police, which was tracking the
case, had earlier ruled out rob-
bery as a motive behind the
murders and had said that the
entry was friendly as the house
was not ransacked. However,
the Crime Branch team, which
was also simultaneously work-
ing on the case, got a vital clue
when they came to know from
the daughter of the deceased
couple that Preeti had suddenly
visited them after many years.

The crime branch also
came to know that Preeti was
the daughter of one of the col-
leagues of Shashi.

Police said  Preeti used to
run a restaurant in Sector 9 in
Gurugram. “She had earlier got

married to Nicholas in 2000
but her husband left her in
2005 and settled in Canada. She
met Manoj at her birthday

party about three years back
and started a live-in relation-
ship with him. Initially the duo
started the business of restau-

rant and suffered huge losses.
Then they both started a pay-
ing guest house in Sector 38,
Gurugram, and again suffered

loss,” said Satish. 
He said Preeti and her

live-in partner visited the area
to conduct a final recce on June
21. The next day, around 11.30
pm, Preeti and Manoj reached
Vasant Apartment on a motor-
cycle. Aware of the CCTV
cameras, Preeti covered her
face with a “dupatta” while her
partner covered his face with
the helmet, the officer added.

“A police team was deput-
ed to keep track on the move-
ments of Preeti, which revealed
that on June 23, she had left her
home in Gurugram along with
her live-in partner Manoj and
checked into a hotel at
Gurugram, Sector-31. They
both despite having their own
home in Gurugram again shift-
ed to another hotel on June 25,”
said the Special CP, adding that
their behavior and randomly
changing their hotel created a
suspicion. 

Continued on Page 7
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Uttar Pradesh government
initiated action against

four personnel of Unnao
District Jail for facilitating
some inmates release a fake
video clip of their party in the
prison and of an inmate waiv-
ing a country-made revolver
inside the barrack. 

An official release of the
Home department released on
Wednesday evening said the
probe indicated that the entire
mischief was made to harass
some senior jail officials. 

Reports said that a video
clip of Unnao District Jail went
viral on social media on
Wednesday morning in which
an inmate was shown waiving
a country-made weapon while
other inmates were seen enjoy-
ing a party. 

The Home department
claimed that they immediate-
ly probed the truth behind the
video clip and found it to be a
mischief.

The Home department
release claimed that the inmate
shown waiving weapon is
Amrish, hailing from Kithore
in Meerut. Amrish has several
cases of loot and murder and
has been awarded life term in
a murder case. On the admin-
istrative ground, he was recent-
ly shifted from Meerut to
Unnao jail. 

One of the inmate enjoying
the party has been identified as
Pratap Singh aka Ankur, a res-
ident of Bachhrawan in Rae

Bareli. He was arrested by
Lucknow police in a loot case
and was shifted to Unnao jail
on administrative ground. 

The Home department
claimed that the probe revealed
that Amrish is a good artist and
the weapon carried by him was
made of clay and painted to
make it look original. Similarly,
the food articles shown in the
party were nothing but routine
food served in the jail. 

The release said that the
probe pointed out that the
video clip was released with the
help of jail wardens Mata
Prasad, Hemraj, and jail guards
Awadesh Sahu and Saleem
Khan to defame and harass
senior jail officials who were
restricting supply of outside
food or any other prohibited
articles inside the jail. 

Necessary action has been
recommended against the said
officials and they are likely to
be suspended. Departmental
inquiry will also be initiated
against them in the matter. 

Lucknow (PNS):  Bhim Army chief
Chandrashekhar Azad ‘Ravan’ on
Wednesday accused Bahujan Samaj
Party chief Mayawati of weakening the
social justice crusade taken up by her
mentor Kanshi Ram.  Reacting to
Mayawati’s decision to have no truck with
anyone, including Samajwadi Party, and
going it alone in all future polls, Ravan

said that by breaking relations with the
Samajwadi Party, Mayawati had not
done justice with the Dalits and down-
trodden as her move would weaken the
fight for social justice taken by the BSP
founder Kanshi Ram. He said that
Mayawati was not even following the path
shown by her mentor.

Talking to media persons in Pilibhit

on Wednesday, Ravan said the leaders
associated with the movement started by
Kanshi Ram were happy with the com-
ing together of Samajwadi Party and
Bahujan Samaj Party, hoping that now
more and better welfare of the Dalit com-
munity could be ensured, but Mayawati
had upset all the leaders by disassociat-
ing herself from the ‘mahagathbandhan’. 

The Bhim Army chief also accused
Mayawati of promoting her own family
members in her party after her brother
Anand Kumar and nephew Akash
Anand had been appointed on key
organisational posts by the BSP chief. 

On fighting the next UP Assembly
election in 2022, Ravan said he had not
yet given any thought on future polls. 
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In a suspected case of honour
killing, the mutilated bodies

of a teenaged couple, missing
since last one week, were recov-
ered from bushes in Mainpuri
district on Wednesday.

The police sent the bodies
for autopsy and are waiting for
the report before taking action
against the family members.

Reports said that Sanjay
(name changed), a resident of
Ganeshpura hamlet under
Kotwali police station in
Mainpuri, was having an affair
with a 19-year-old girl resid-
ing in the same locality. The
family members of the girl
were against the love affair and
had warned their daughter to
leave Sanjay or they would
marry her to some other boy. 

When the girl refused to
listen to her parents, they
fixed her marriage with anoth-
er youth and fixed June 24 as
the date of marriage. The
engagement ceremony took
place on June 17. The local res-
idents said that last
Wednesday, they came to
know that the girl had disap-

peared. The family members
accused Sanjay of abducting
the girl. 

However, Sanjay’s family
said that their son was also
missing and expressed suspi-
cion that he could be killed by
the girl’s family. The police had
launched a search for the
missing couple. 

The cops were shocked
when someone informed them
on Wednesday morning that
two mutilated bodies were
lying in the bushes in
Ganeshpura. They rushed to
the spot and found that some-
one had killed a girl and a boy
and poured acid over the bod-
ies to burn it. With the help of
clothes, the identities of the vic-
tims were established as the
missing lovers. 

The police said that after
receiving the post-mortem
report, they would take the
family members of he girl in
custody and grill them to
extract the truth.

In a separate case, the body
of a 23-year-old man was found
in a forest in Pratapgarh district
on Wednesday. 

Police said the body of

Rahul Verma, a student, was
found in a forest in Lalganj area
of the district and prima facie
it appeared that he was hacked
to death. 

The body has been sent for
post-mortem and further
investigations are on. 

Meanwhile, nine people
have been arrested in connec-
tion with a clash in which two
men died in Shahjahanpur dis-
trict two days ago, police said
on Wednesday.

The clash erupted over a
dispute during a panchayat
meeting at Jumai village in
Roza area on Monday. 

The groups were led by
Sonu (25) and Maya Prakash
Gupta (55). While Sonu was
shot dead, Gupta was being
beaten with sticks and suc-
cumbed to injuries at a hospi-
tal, an officer had said.

“In all, nine persons have
been arrested and they have
been sent to jail. Efforts are on
to nab the rest of the accused,”
Superintendent of Police S
Chinnappa said.

Four policemen were sus-
pended with immediate effect
for laxity, Chinnappa had said.  

Lucknow (PNS): A member of a marriage party was killed
and six others, including the bridegroom, were injured when their
car collided with a truck in Jasrana area of Firozabad, police said.
The marriage party was on its way to a village in Aurangabad
area when it collided with a truck on Mustafabad road near
Bhadau village on Tuesday night killing Chandrapal (60), SP
(Rural) Rajesh Kumar said.  Six injured, including the bridegroom,
were admitted to the district hospital, the SP (Rural) added.  

Lucknow (PTI): Uttar
Pradesh Chief Secretary Anup
Chandra Pandey on
Wednesday said the state would
soon have an advanced and
systematic road network to
help farmers sell their produce
in remote areas and avail bet-
ter prices.

“The state is going to have
a highly advanced and system-
atic road network. The con-
struction of Purvanchal
Expressway will make trans-
port and travel to Delhi and
Patna much easier and cheap-
er,” Pandey said.

He said the Jewar Airport
would be developed in an area
thrice the size of Delhi Airport
so as to give farmers better air
facility.

Speaking to the media after
inaugurating an international
export promotion programme
— Reverse Buyers Sell Meet for
mango, its products and other
fruits — the UP Chief Secretary
said to compete at the interna-
tional level, the farmers would
have to improve the quality of
their produce.

“The state government is
keen to uplift the conditions of
the farmers through the imple-
mentation of various beneficia-
ry schemes,” the Chief
Secretary said.
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Uttar Pradesh Health
Minister Sidharth Nath
Singh on Wednesday

defended his government over
the dilapidated health facilities
in Uttar Pradesh and attributed
the latest report of the NITI
Aayog’s Health Index showing
UP at the bottom of the list to
the failure of the previous gov-
ernment in the state.  The
minister claimed that the NITI
Aayog report was of 2017 when
the Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment had assumed power.

“We have inherited a dilap-
idated health system from the
previous government which
did nothing. But after we came
to power, things have started
improving,” he said here. 

The minister, however, said
that health was a vast sector
and it would take some time to
improve and the difference
was becoming visible to the
common man.

He likened the scenario to
planting of a mango seed which
takes at least four years to
become a tree and bear fruits.

“The main improvement in
the health system is directly
attached to sanitation and UP

has achieved a distinction in
becoming the top state in the
country to construct toilets,”
the minister claimed. 

Singh also said that the
state government had already
achieved a big success in con-
trolling Acute Encephalitis
Syndrome (AES) and Japanese
Encephalitis (JE) with the mor-
tality rate dropping by 67 per
cent during the past two years.

On Tuesday, the NITI
Aayog’s had released its Health
Index report titled ‘Healthy
States, Progressive India’, on
various indicators like child
mortality rates, sex ratios at
birth, immunisation rates, pro-
portion of people living with
HIV/AIDS, notification of
tuberculosis and health care
facilities.

The reference years for
most indicators are 2017 or
2018 and the base years to
gauge improvement are
between one and three years
before the reference year. The
report was prepared in collab-
oration with the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
and the World Bank. 

The ranking was done in
three categories — larger states,
smaller states and Union terri-

tories. Among the larger states,
Kerala, with a score of 74.01,
Andhra Pradesh (65.13),
Maharashtra (63.99), Gujarat
(63.52) and Punjab (63.01)
were the best in overall perfor-
mance, while Uttarakhand
(40.2), Madhya Pradesh
(38.39), Odisha (35.97), Bihar
(32.11) and Uttar Pradesh
(28.61) were the worst.

However, in terms of incre-
mental performance in index
scores from the base year to ref-
erence year, the top three
ranked states are Haryana (up
6.55 points), Rajasthan (up 6.3
points) and Jharkhand (up

5.99 points). Bihar (down 6.35
points) and Uttar Pradesh
(down 5.08 points) registered
the biggest decrease.  

The report attributed the
decline in the overall Health
Index score of Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Madhya
Pradesh, and Odisha between
the base year and the reference
year to the deterioration of per-
formances of several indicators.

According to rural health
statistics data, there was a
shortage of 1,288 medical pro-
fessionals at the primary health
centre (PHC) level in Uttar
Pradesh as of March 31, 2015.
At the community health cen-
tre (CHC) level, the state was
2,608 doctors short. As per the
report, UP has only one doctor
for every 19,000 people.
According to the World Health
Organisation, there should be
one doctor for every thousand
people.

In UP, there are 78,476
doctors while the number of
AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga,
Unani and Siddha Healing)
doctors in the state is 89,756. As
per the standards, the state
should have at least 2.5 lakh
doctors for its population of
approximately 23 crore.
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Lucknow (PNS): All-India
Power Engineers Federation has
demanded integration of all
unbundled power utilities in all
the states. As per the reforms in
the power sector, power gener-
ation, transmission and distrib-
ution have been unbundled and
separate companies have been
created in almost all the state. 

AIPEF chairman Shailendra
Dubey on Wednesday said that
in the larger interest of state and
for better coordination and bet-
ter consumer service, all states
should be asked to restructure
and integrate all unbundled
power utilities of the respective
states. He said the Union gov-
ernment should introduce a
separate section in National
Electricity Policy to integrate the
state power sector. He said the
objective of combining genera-
tion, distribution and transmis-

sion under one integrated com-
pany was stated as a matter of
policy for the states to adopt.

Dubey said even without a
provision in National Electricity
Policy, the states were empow-
ered and at liberty to restructure
their respective power utilities so
as to achieve the objective of
integrated operation as elec-
tricity was a concurrent subject. 

In a letter to the Union gov-
ernment, the AIPEF chairman
said, “You are aware that with the
enactment of Electricity Act,
2003, different states restruc-
tured the State Electricity Boards
unilaterally. While in some states
there were multiple distribution
companies like in Karnataka (5
discoms), UP (5 discoms), MP
(3 discoms), Haryana (2 dis-
coms), other states retained the
entire state under one discom as
in Maharashtra, Uttarakhand

and in case of Punjab and Tamil
Nadu, generation and distribu-
tion were retained as one com-
pany while transmission was
separated out. The AIPEF said
that it was seen that there was no
uniformity and wide diversity in
structure of state power utilities
across the country.

Giving reasons in support of
integrated structure, the letter
says, “Every state has one SLDC
(state load dispatch centre) where
the entire state is considered as
one control area. This gives
SLDC a clear advantage to man-
age load dispatch over the state
as one entity. For example, if
there is load crash in one portion
of state (due to rain, storm etc.)
SLDC can order additional sup-
ply or loading in other areas of
state to offset load crash so that
overall drawl by state remains
without deviation.”
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Gorakhpur (PTI): An
eight-year-old girl was alleged-
ly raped by a 45-year-old relative
who attacked her while she was
sleeping in a village in
Gorakhpur district, police said
on Wednesday. 

The accused, a resident of
Sarkanda village of Mau district,
was arrested on Tuesday
evening, they said.

The incident took place on
Saturday in Gorakhpur’s
Sikriganj area when the accused
came to the girl’s house for some
work and allegedly raped her,
Superintendent of Police (South)
Vipul Kumar Srivastava said.

Before raping the minor, the
accused stuffed her mouth with
a cloth and tied her legs and
hands, he said.

On Sunday, the girl’s fami-
ly found her and took her to the
hospital and later lodged an FIR
against the accused in Sikriganj
police station, the SP said. The
girl was undergoing treatment.

The accused has been
booked under various sections
of the Indian Penal Code and
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act, the officer
said. 
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With the electoral alliance
between the Samajwadi

Party and the Bahujan Samaj
Party ending in a divorce, the
upcoming bypolls to 12 assem-
bly seats in Uttar Pradesh are
likely to witness a four-cor-
nered contest.

The Lok Sabha election
and the 2017 UP Assembly
election were rather triangular,
where the Samajwadi Party
had a tie-up with the Congress
(in 2017 UP Assembly polls) or
the BSP (2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tion).  It was in the 2014 Lok
Sabha elections that the BJP,
Congress, SP, BSP and the
RLDcontested individually in
the state. 

The bypolls will be held in
11 Assembly seats of UP, as sit-
ting MLAs have been elected as
MPs, and in Hamirpur due to
disqualification of BJP MLA
Ashok Kumar Singh Chandel
following conviction in a mur-
der case.

Of the four ministers who
contested the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, except Mukut Bihari
Verma, who lost from
Ambedkar Nagar, three others
won the poll. They include Rita
Bahuguna Joshi (Allahabad),
Satyadev Pachauri (Kanpur)
and SP Singh Baghel (Agra).

Joshi was MLA from
Lucknow Cantonment,
Satyadev Pachauri from

Govindnagar (Kanpur) and
Baghel from Tundla (SC)
assembly constituency.

Among the other BJP leg-
islators, RK Singh Patel won the
Banda Lok Sabha seat. He was
a legislator from Manikpur
assembly seat in the same par-
liamentary constituency.

Similarly, BJP MLA from
Iglas, Rajvir Singh Valmiki
Diler won the Hathras Lok
Sabha seat and party legislator
from Zaidpur, Upendra Rawat
won from Barabanki.

BJP MLA from Gangoh,
Pradeep Chaudhary won the
Kairana Lok Sabha seat, while
another legislator from Balha
Assembly seat, Akshaywar Lal
Gaud won from Bahraich.

The SP had fielded its
Rampur MLA Mohammad
Azam Khan from Ranpur Lok
Sabha seat and he defeated
Jaya Prada of BJP.

BSP MLA Ritesh Pandey
and Apna Dal MLA Sangam
Lal Gupta, who contested on a
BJP ticket also won from
Ambedkar Nagar and
Pratapgarh seats respectively.

Assembly constituencies,
which have fallen vacant follow-
ing the election of sitting MLAs
as MPs are Manikpur, Iglas
(SC), Zaidpur (SC), Gangoh,

Balha (SC), Rampur, Jalalpur,
Pratapgarh, Lucknow
Cantonment, Govindnagar and
Tundla (SC).

Exuding confidence that
the BJP will sweep the bypolls,
UP BJP media coordinator
Rakesh Tripathi told PTI,
“Irrespective of the fact that
elections are four-cornered or
multi-cornered, the BJP will
emerge as the strongest. We
have learnt our lessons from
previous bypoll defeats
(Kairana, Phulpur and
Gorakhpur Lok Sabha seats,
and Noorpur assembly seat),
and the party has already start-
ed it poll preparations”. 

However, the Congress
asserted that the bypolls will
throw “unexpected results”. 

“The UP assembly bypolls
will definitely throw unexpect-
ed results, as the people of the
state are fed up with the BJP
government, and its failure on
the law and order front. The
party will contest the bypolls
with all its strength, and will
definitely increase its tally in the
UP Assembly,” UP Congress
spokesperson Ashok Singh said. 

BSP president Mayawati
has already declared that her
party will contest all elections
“small and big” on its own, sig-
nalling the end of BSP-SP
alliance. 

The SP is also gearing up to
put up a good show in the UP
Assembly bypolls.
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Technical Education
Minister Ashutosh Tandon

said on Wednesday that after
taking charge of technical edu-
cation, there were four major
challenges in front of  him.
Amongst them, he added, were
to ensure the quality technical
education in which recruit-
ment of teachers in govern-
ment and aided technical insti-
tute was the first, develop the
necessary infrastructure was
second, provide proper
arrangements for training and
placement was third, and the
fourth was to work in the field
of NBA at national level to

enhance the quality of higher
education. 

A press conference regard-
ing progress in technical edu-
cation was organised in the Lok
Bhawan media centre of Uttar
Pradesh Secretariat.

Addressing the media, he
said that the process of appoint-
ment of more than 280 teach-

ers with transparency had been
completed under the guidance
of the Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath.

He said that continuous
review was being done in this
direction to maintain and
improve the same. By 2022, the
aim is to get NBA for all the
government and aided institu-

tions. “In addition to the state
institutions, private institu-
tions also have NBA initiatives
to get accredited and in the first
phase 50 private institutes have
been selected and their mentor
and mentee institutes have
been appointed which will be
working to get the NBA done”
he added.
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A21-year-old youth preparing for
army recruitment exam was found

hanging in a room at hotel Punjab Inn
in Naka on Wednesday evening. Naka
SHO Sujeet Kumar Dubey said the
youth ended his life due to some per-
sonal reason. 

The deceased was identified as
Shivam Singh of Bibinagar police sta-
tion area of Bulandshahr district.   

Naka SHO said Shivam, along
with three of his friends, had checked
in the hotel on June 20 as they had to
take a competitive exam in the city. 

“The group of youths was staying
in room number 208 of the hotel. On
Wednesday morning, Shivam stayed all
alone at the room while his friends
left for outing in the city and returned
in the evening. They found the doors
locked from inside and Shivam was
not responding to the calls. They
called the hotel manager who instruct-
ed his staff to break the locks,” the SHO
said.

He said Shivam was hanging from
the ceiling with a bedsheet tied around
his neck. “We did not recover any sui-
cide note. As per his friends, Shivam
was suffering from depression,” the
SHO said. He said police had taken
Shivam’s mobile phone in its custody.
“We will seek help of cyber experts to
retrieve the details stored in phone,” he
added. The police sent the body for

autopsy after informing the family of
Shivam about his death.    

Interestingly, the police did not
quiz the staff of the hotel during the
preliminary investigation. “It is con-
firmed that Shivam committed suicide
as the doors were locked from inside.
The autopsy will clear the cause of
death. We will summon the hotel staff
to get their statement recorded.
Shivam’s friends were being interrogat-
ed,” the SHO added.
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Cocking a snook at Lucknow police ‘Jagate
Raho’ drive to keep criminals at bay at night,

three miscreants riding a bike looted Rs 10,000
from a grocery shop-owner in Vikas Nagar when
the latter was preparing to close the shop for the
day on Tuesday night.

As per reports, Rajendra Kumar Soni of
Sector N of Aliganj under Vikas Nagar police sta-
tion area runs the shop in the colony at a place
500 metres away from his house. Around 11.40
pm on Tuesday, Rajendra and his sons Harsh and
Naveen were closing the shop when the miscre-
ants reached the scene. 

“All three had covered their faces with
hankies. They moved towards us and trained
pistol at all of us forcing us to stand riveted
to the ground due to fear. One of them moved
inside and opened the cash drawer to take out
the cash. They later picked up the cash bag
which I had put on the counter at the shop. We
opposed their act at which they opened fire. A
bullet whizzed close to me brushing my
trouser,” Rajendra told police. He showed to
the police the hole in his trouser. He added
that the miscreants opened fire when they were
leaving the site. “They opened three rounds of
firing while executing the crime,” Rajendra
claimed. 

Police discredited Rajendra’s claim on firing
saying the same was not verified when a foren-
sic team examined the crime scene. 

It surfaced during the investigation that a car
fitted with black film had stopped for some time
outside the shop around 10.15 pm on Tuesday.
“I had a hunch that the occupants in the car
would be recceing for the attackers,” Rajendra
said.
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“It’s both an art and science,” says 27year-
old bartender from a well-known city

hotel Anubhav Shome while describing the
whole activity of mixing a cocktail. 

“Art as in one gets to showcase one’s cre-
ativity and science because of the chemistry
which happens when you shake the liquors
and the ingredients together,” elaborated
Anubhav who was one of the three finalists
of the one of its kind of cocktail competi-
tion which was organised at Hyatt Regency
on Wednesday.

The whole aim, said the organisers, was
to promote the cocktail culture in the
Nawabi city of Lucknow which has lately
started taking in modern hues. Director,
Food and Beverages, Hyatt, Walter Pereira
calls it a form of storytelling with liquors.

The guests were on their edge as the
three finalists who had been selected from
14 hotels that participated in the competi-
tion made their concoctions in time of 10
minutes each.

The ambience was perfect for the com-
petition with tall shiny glasses carrying cock-
tails in breathtaking colours ranging from
lavender to orange along with snacks such
as “sushi” to nibble on.

Pereira said that  there was a story
behind every cocktail and a bartender was
judged by the inspiration behind the cock-
tail which he made.

Pointing at the drinks which they have

at their UP Bar, Walter said that these had
been created with local ingredients and were
presented artistically. “So the drink named
“Bareilly ka Jhumka” has a local fruit
“Jamun” and we present it with a “jhumka”
dangling at the edge of the glass. Similar is

the case with the drink called “Kankwaha”
which has a kite on placed at the edge of the
glass”.

Walter said that it was important to
introduce a cocktail culture in the city which
was not prevailing in the entire Northern

part of India.
“The interesting part of the cocktail is

that the bar tenders impart the same
amount of interest to the drink with the
ingredients much like the chefs” he said. He
said that the other aim was bringing all
hotels together to showcase their talents.
“Normally, the bartenders are not able to
showcase their talents and even it happens,
it happens in front of the guests. The bar-
tenders from 14 hotels are the participants
and each one is judged at the preliminary
rounds. They also get a boost because they
are told by judges that these are their areas
of strength and they can develop themselves
accordingly,” he said.

He clarified that there was nothing
called as the good cocktail or a bad cock-
tail just like food. “There is a lot of effort
that goes into it and as long as the ingredi-
ents which go into the drink and blend and
compliment each other and  taste well, its
good. If the spirit and the flavour marry
together then it can be called a lovely cock-
tail,” he added.

He said that cocktails were judged on
several parameters which included presen-
tation, how hygienically it had been pre-
pared, how clean  you kept the area where
you prepared the cocktail and finally the
taste.

On Lucknow not having a cocktail cul-
ture, he said: “Earlier there were wines,
whisky and now they are slowly waking up
to it,” he added.
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The Lucknow University issued
guidelines for phase II of the

undergraduate off campus online
counselling on Wednesday.
Admission coordinator Anil Mishra
said that there were two allot-
ments in phase 1. 

“After completion of phase 1 of
off campus online counselling there
are still some seats vacant. For
vacant seats, one more chance is
given to interested candidates to
resubmit their choices,” he said.

Giving details of those who are
eligible to participate , he said
only those candidates were eligible
to participate in the second phase
of off campus online counselling

who were allotted seat in first two
allotments of phase 1 counselling
but due to some reason were unable
to deposit the seat confirmation fee. 

He added that since the process
was for only those candidates who
had already registered in phase 1,
no fee had to be paid for choice fill-
ing.  “Candidates will have to login
on the university admission website
using credentials they have and re-
submit their choices in the remain-
ing seats. Only those candidates will
be considered for seat allotments
who have submitted their choices
in phase II counselling. Candidates
who have filled their choices in
phase 1 counselling and do not sub-
mit their choices in phase II coun-
selling will not be considered for
seat allotment,” he said. 
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Two incidents of patricide
reported in Jankipuram

and Mohanlalganj kept senior
officials of Lucknow police on
their toes round the day on
Wednesday. Police are yet to
nab the killers and are conduct-
ing raids and said a severe
disharmony had cropped up
between each the deceased
persons and their sons and this
resulted into murder. 

In Jankipuram, the
deceased was identified as Taj
Mohammed (45) of slum area
near Chandrika Tower. Taj was
goaded with knife by his son
Shaan Mohammed when the
former was fast asleep. A crit-
ically wounded Taj initially
was taken to a private hospital
and then was rushed to Trauma
Centre of KGMU, where he
succumbed to injuries. Taj’s
wife Sattoo had lodged a case
against Shaan accusing him of
patricide.     

It surfaced during police

investigation that Taj had a sec-
ond marriage with Sattoo after
the death of his wife. Shaan is
the son from Taj’s first wife. The
police said Shaan was not on
good terms with Taj and the
father-son duo used to quarrel
off and on. Police said Shaan
became aggressive and defiant
in the due course of time prob-
ably due to being ignored by his
father.    

A month back, Taj had
lodged a complaint against
Shaan at the police station but
he did not pursue the case fol-
lowing some reservation. 

Police said the attack on Taj
was made around 3 am on
Wednesday.

“Taj screamed due to pain
and Sattoo came to his rescue
only to find him lying in a pool
of blood and Shaan standing
near him while holding a
blood-stained knife in his
hand,” the police while sharing
the findings of initial investiga-
tion in the case. 

Jankipuram SHO  Ashraf

said Shaan fled the scene after
being intimidated by his step-
mother who tried to overpow-
er him. “A team has been
formed and the accused is
being hunted,” he claimed. He
said the victim suffered deep
cut wounds in his stomach and
other parts of body. “Taj was
attacked several times by Shaan
in a paroxysm of rage,” he
said.    

The residents, however,
claimed that the police were
hiding the real story and said
the motive for the murder was
disharmony which cropped up
between Taj and his son on a
personal issue.

In another case of patricide
in Mohanlalganj, a man iden-
tified as Babu Lal was mur-
dered by his son Ram Kishun
aka Kaliya at their house in
Korana village. 

Mohanlalganj SHO Gau
Deen Shukla said Kaliya had
developed consuming alcohol
as his second habit and his
father (deceased) was unhappy

with that. On Tuesday evening,
Kaliya returned home stone
drunk and started abusing his
son Ram Karan. 

This snowballed in a fight
as Ram Karan confronted
Kaliya. In the meantime,
Kaliya’s father Babu Lal
(deceased) entered the room
and scolded Kaliya. 

This made Kaliya spew his
ire on Babu Lal and he lunged
at the latter after lifting an axe.
But Babu Lal unarmed Kaliya.
A timely defence and this made
Kaliya seethe in anger. An
unsuspecting Babu Lal left the
room then. 

Kaliya pounced upon the
opportunity finding Babu Lal
inattentive and he attacked the
latter with a heavy stick. “Babu
Lal suffered injuries on his head
and Kaliya fled the scene on
seeing the former slumping
down,” the SHO said while
explaining the sequence of
incident. 

He said the police team was
hunting for Kaliya.  
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Chairman of UP Pollution
Control Board JP Rathore

said on Wednesday that they
were making all efforts to see
that the pollution was removed
from the Gomti river. Talking
to “The Pioneer”, he said that
they were committed to the
cleaning of the Gomti river but
the task would take some time
as Gomti had been polluted for
years.

It may be noted that the
National Green Tribunal had
recently issued a strict warning
to the state government stating
that let alone drinking, the
water of the river was not fit for
bathing as well as walking
beside the river.

He said that currently
they had issued letters to
the departments concerned
which included the
Irrigation department, Nagar
Vikas , Jal Nigam and Nagar
Nigam. 

“These departments have
been asked to begin the exer-
cise of cleaning the river and
stop the flow into the Gomti
river” he said. The chairman
said that he would inspect the
work done by departments
concerned.

Lucknow (PNS): Chief
Secretary Anup Chandra Pandey
said on Wednesday that arrange-
ment of marketing should be
ensured through ‘buyers-sellers
meet’ in the other  areas of the
country and the state so that pota-
to farmers could earn more.

He said transport freight sub-
sidy of Rs 50 per quintal should be
given to farmers at a distance of 150
km and traders should be given 300
km respectively. “Proper arrange-
ment should be made to make this
subsidy available by  September 30”,
he added. 

The Chief Secretary was pre-

siding over a meeting to benefit
potato-growing farmers with the
departmental officers in his office
meeting hall in Lok Bhawan. He
said that the proposal to create

long-term programme for the ben-
efit of potato-growing farmers in
the state should be forwarded as
soon as possible.

The Chief Secretary also
instructed that effective measures
should be taken to benefit farmers
by announcing the date of ‘buyers-
sellers meet’ programme at
Mumbai, Pune, Hyderabad and
other major locations. He also
said that a comprehensive action
plan should also be made for the
consumption of potato in various
schemes in the state so that the
potato-growing farmers could get
maximum sale. 
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Three unidentified youths,
riding a bike, opened fire at

a house and also lobbed stones
in Aliganj scaring the resi-
dents out of their wits in sec-
tor N  of Aliganj on Tuesday
midnight. Not only this, the
daring miscreants locked the
house from outside and police
team later broke the locks and
opened the doors. The police
were yet to sum up the reason
behind the attack.

As per reports, house
owner Deepa Singh said the
miscreants stormed her house
around 12 midnight. “They
started throwing stones at the

room on the first floor of the
house. Some of the stones
strayed away and they hit at the
window panes of her living
room on the first floor too,” she
said.

She told police that she had
rented out a room on the sec-
ond floor to a girl student
pursuing  medical education.
“I, along with my family, live on
the first floor while some stu-
dents live in different rooms on
the ground floor,” she said. She
claimed that the attackers threw
stones aiming the room in
which the girl student lived. 

A police team reached the
scene on information and
broke the locks which was put
by the attackers. The team

recovered three bullet shells
from the scene. 

The staccato of gunshots
made people sacred. They
remained huddled in their
houses. “It was one of the most
frightening experiences of our
lives. The attackers kept throw-
ing stones and firing for well
over half an hour. We heard cry
of inmates of the house which
was attacked but were as hap-
less as they were,” the residents
commented.

The police said they were
scanning the CCTV footages to
identify attackers. “We had
rounded some of the youths
who used to hang around the
shops in the area,” the police
said.
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Lucknow Development Authority (LDA) has
changed its rainwater harvesting bylaws with

immediate effect. So far, it was compulsory only for
big commercial projects to have the rainwater harvest-
ing facility to preserve the water which may be re-
cycled for its use.

It will now be compulsory to have the rainwater
harvesting facility in each and every project whether
commercial and residential spread in the area of 300
square metres. This was amended due to the decline
in the groundwater level and acute scarcity of the
portable water.

LDA Vice-Chairman PN Singh said the change
would be strictly followed. “It will be compulsory to
have the harvesting facility in all commercial and new
residential ventures which are to be launched by June
15 this year,” he added.

“There will be no separate department for this pur-
pose,” the Vice-Chairman said and added the map-

ping department had been directive to approve only
those blueprints having this facility and submitted after
June 15. 

It is said the Real Estate Regulatory Authority
(RERA) has also drawn the attention of top bosses of
the development authority to make physical verifica-
tion of big commercial ventures where this was non
existence despite including in their blueprint. 
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Afalse message to police control
room about the abduction of a

review officer, presently working at
Lok Bhawan, sent the cops in a tizzy
with a heavy police force, cops of
cyber cell, crime branch and Local
Intelligence Unit working full throt-
tle to trace the victim. The police
heaved a sigh of relief when the offi-
cer was found present at the Lok
Bhawan later.

As per reports, the police got a
call from  Himanshu, son of the
review officer Virendra Kumar, about
his father’s abduction. The massage
sent shock waves down the nerves of
the Lucknow police. 

A team, led by ASP Suresh Chand
Rawat and circle officer AK Mishra,
reached the scene for investigation the
case. 

The Husainganj SHO said
Virendra had sold his car to some per-
sons and this created dispute with
buyers. Around 9 pm, Himanshu
called Virendra and the latter said he
was reaching home. However, when
he did not reach home, Himanshu
called him again but this time he did
not pick up the phone. “This made
Himanshu apprehensive of his father’s
safety and he dialled the police con-
trol room informing about abduction
of his father,” the SHO said.

“Virendra was being interrogat-
ed to tell the name of persons with
whom he was talking at the time of
incident,” Hazratganj CO said.     

The high voltage drama occupied
almost all the officers. While the team
being led by the CO and ASP were
busy in getting to the bottom,  senior
officials remained busy in taking
updates. The SSP, Lucknow, could not
be contacted for his comment on his
CUG.  

����	���
Two persons were arrested on

Wednesday in connection with the
murder of Yatish Tiwari in Nigoha.
Yatish was found murdered on
Monday night. Those arrested were
identified as Hanuman Prasad Rawat
and Shiv Shanker Rawat, both of
Nigoha. Police said Yatish was killed
for his friendship with Shiv Shanker’s
sister. “Yatish was very imposing
and Shiv Shanker nursed a grudge
against him. On the day of the inci-
dent, Yatish was playing game on
mobile when both attacked him with
a sharp-edged weapon,” the police
said.

�����)����
Fraudsters siphoned off Rs 60,000

from the bank account of a retired
field officer of Land Development
Bank in Vikas Nagar. Girish Chand
Srivastava of sector 2 in the area told
police that he got the message of with-
drawal of Rs 40,000 and Rs 20,000 on
June 24. “When I checked, I found the
cash was withdrawn in the name of
online shopping which I never did,”
he said. Police were investigating the
case.
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Young representatives of Brazil,
Czech Republic, Indonesia, Spain and
India attending the 8-day International
CISV youth meeting being hosted by
City Montessori School, opined unani-
mously in one voice that they want peace
and placidness in the whole world, no
war in any part of the world, differences
nowhere and no abuse of Human Rights.
“We kids have assembled here to talk on
these issues and we intend to take the
messages of peace and unity to every
nook and corner of the world,” they said.
These young delegates were interacting
with press persons at a press conference
held on Wednesday at CMS, Kanpur
Road auditorium. It is worth mention-
ing here that CMS is hosting an 8-day-
long International CISV youth meeting

named 'Lets Work it Out'  which is based
on the theme 'Conflicts and Resolution'.
Student delegations from Brazil, Czech
Republic, Indonesia, Spain and India
each comprising 6 children (3 boys and
3 girls) aged 12 to 13 along with their
team leaders are participating in this
international meeting. The aims and
objectives of this international meeting
are to give importance to the thoughts
of young children of the world over con-
current issues and promote peace edu-
cation. These young delegates met with
the press personnels today and expressed
their views freely.

������������"�����$�
On Wednesday, the inaugural session

for orientation programme was conduct-
ed at Jaipuria Institute of Management,
Lucknow. The chief guest for the inau-

gural session was Kumar Keshav ,
MD,LMRC and the guest of honour was
Avadhesh Dixit, Head HR-Moody's
Corporation. Kavita Pathak, Director,
Jaipuria Institute of Management
addressed the guest and audience. The
session was initiated by lighting of lamp
by dignitaries followed by the presenting
of green certificates to the dignitaries by
Kavita Pathak. Kavita Pathak delivered
the welcome address  speech and further
the session was carried over by Avadhesh
Dixit. He talked about critical thinking
skills and communication skills required
in an organisation and also mentioned
that passion should not be backed by
emotion and all of us should be always
humble. While concluding his speech, he
quoted: “We should worry about skills
rather than jobs and focus on our skills
and behaviour.”
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Uttar Pradesh will likely
receive rainfall at isolat-

ed places on Thursday, the
meteorological department
said. Hot and humid weath-
er prevailed in Lucknow, with
a maximum temperature of
39.1 degrees Celsius, four
degrees above the normal.
The city also received traces
of rainfall.

According to the meteo-
rological department, rain
and thunderstorm is very
likely to occur at isolated
places in western Uttar
Pradesh on Thursday.

The weather department
also warned that thunder-
storm with gusty winds up to
30-40 kmph is very likely at
isolated places over the state
on Thursday. Rain/thunder-
storm is very likely at isolat-
ed places over the state on
Friday and Saturday.

Allahabad was the hottest
place in the state, where mer-
cury soared to 42.3 degrees
Celsius, six degrees above
the normal. Rainfall was
recorded in Gorakhpur (13.2
mm) and Agra (2.8 mm).   

Lucknow (PNS): Actor
Jameel Khan, who belongs to
Bhadohi in Uttar Pradesh, said
that he had fond childhood
memories of the state capital
Lucknow. He said that he was a
student of a popular college in
Nainital and would often catch
the train from Lucknow to go to
Nainital.

Talking to “The Pioneer”,

;�
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Jameel said that he had scores
of friends and relatives at the
state capital and visited every
favourite place. “I have tasted
Tundey kebabs, the kulfis and
know about Ganjing. Today if
I find time I would like to visit
a book shop in Ganj because
I am an avid reader,” he added. 

Jameel was in the city for
the promotion of his web
series “Gulak” in which he
plays a clerk in a government
department and struggles with
his daily need for money.

Jameel said that he was
playing the head of a family
that was very relatable. “The
show is about the daily
episodes which happen to the
family and is something with

which any middle class fami-
ly will be able to identify
itself.”

Jameel Khan was accom-

panied by actors Geetanjali
Kulkarni, Sunita Rajwar and
Vaibhav Raj Gupta along with
Uday Sodhi, Business Head of
the channel to talk about the
show that goes live in a few
days.

“Narrated from the per-
spective of a Gullak, the show
explores the imperfect rela-
tionships and aspirations of
the Mishra family and uses
their anecdotes to offer an
unconventional style of story-
telling,” he said.

Written by Nikhil Vijay,
Gullak is set against the back-
drop of north India and nar-
rates the story of a small fam-
ily struggling to save up for a
better future. 

 ��		������������	����	���������

�<4..*�<�,



���
���2������������������ �� ��!�"#$�"%&'

"�	�� �2�	*278 

The Congress on Wednesday
said in the Rajya Sabha that

the idea of “One election, One
face, One ideology” and “forced
majority” is not acceptable to
a diverse country like India and
asked the ruling dispensation
to refrain from “dividing the
country for votes.” 

The main Opposition party
also urged the NDA
Government to acknowledge
the role played by former Prime
Ministers including Jawaharlal
Nehru in building a democra-
tic and modern India.

Making this assertion dur-
ing a the debate on the Motion
of Thanks to the President’s
address, senior Congress leader
Anand Sharma also urged the
ruling party to desist from
politicisation of the armed
forces. He also claimed violence
against minorities had increased
under the present regime and
demanded the Government to
spell out the steps taken to check
this dangerous trend.  

He said the President’s
address lacked imagination
and was disappointing as it was
far removed from the reality on
the ground. Rejecting the idea
of ‘One nation, One election’
mentioned in the President’s
address, Sharma said, “There is

federal polity in the country,
there is diversity. Our experi-
ence speaks that when
Governments have fallen and
alternative ones have not been
formed, mid-term elections
have been held.

“You cannot have a forced
majority, you cannot impose
your decision. You cannot take
away the rights of States on elec-
tions. When Governments fall in
States and alternative
Governments are not formed,
will you impose President’s Rule
then? This will not happen. I
understand your thought. There
should be one country, but one
election, one face, one name, one
ideology is not acceptable to
India,” Sharma added.

Sharma, who is deputy
leader of the Congress in the
Upper House, alleged that no
Prime Minister has ever fought
elections on the victory of
armed forces as Modi did. He
recalled how Indira Gandhi
after the victory of Indian
forces in Bangladesh war of
Independence said this was
the victory of humanity and
not hers, for which opposition
leader Atal Bihari Vajpayee
had lauded her.

“No Prime Minister has
fought elections on the victo-
ry of armed forces. The Army
does not belong to any party, as

their victory is that of the
country,” Sharma said.

Asking the BJP to recog-
nise the contributions made by
previous Governments and
Prime Ministers, Sharma said,
“Don’t think the country start-
ed after 2014 and not after 1947
when India achieved indepen-
dence. Respect and accept
India’s diversity... The achieve-
ments made by India are by its
scientists and why do you not
recognise them,” he asked.

He urged the ruling party
not to make a “New India that
has seen lynchings” and asked
why the issue of lynching did
not find a mention in the
President’s address.

Earlier, participating in the
debate BJP leader KJ Alphons

said minorities have never been
safer in the country than under
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. He also said Modi is
“more democratic” than any-
one before him.

Five years back it was said
Christians will be beaten up
and churches will be burnt
once the BJP comes to power,
he said. “Have you seen any
Christian being beaten up or
any church being burnt (since
the BJP came to power),” he
asked. “Never has it been safer
for minorities than under
Modi,” he said as some in the
opposition jeered, making ref-
erences to lynching of Muslims
in some parts of the country.

Alphons claimed if the
Congress wants to live in a

make believe world, history will
write it off. “You shall have a
new India,” he said in an appar-
ent jibe at Leader of the
Opposition Ghulam Nabi
Azad, who in his remarks dur-
ing the debate, had called for
giving back the ‘old India’ and
Modi keeping his ‘New India’
with himself.

He said instead of whining,
the country should be cele-
brating achievements such as
99.2 per cent of the population
now having toilets, 35 crore
people getting bank accounts,
7.5 crore getting gas connec-
tion, 19 crore getting loan
under Mudra scheme, the jump
in ease of doing business rank-
ing and India striking at the
heart of the enemy.

In his speech on the debate,
Veer Singh (BSP) attacked the
Government for the unem-
ployment rate climbing to a 45
year high due to “ill-planned”
decisions and “wrong policies”
such as demonetisation of high
value currency notes and
implementation of the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) regime.
Wansuk Syiem (Cong) said
the President’s address did not
have any mention of special
package for the North East.

Participating in the debate,
Abdul Wahab (IUML) asked
how the Government is going to
win the trust of the minorities
and Dalits when they were
being “subjected to atrocities”
everyday. He also took a dig at
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Home Minister Amit Shah,
saying they had invented a new
branch of election engineering.

Saroj Pandey (BJP) in her
maiden speech hit out at the
leader of Ghulam Nabi Azad,
saying he has insulted the man-
date of the people by saying the
Prime Minister won the elec-
tions riding on divisive politics
whereas the fact remains that
the people have voted for
change. K Ravindra Kumar
(TDP) said the BJP is all out to
wipe the Opposition in order to
exercise monopoly which was
not a healthy sign. 
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Union Minister of Micro,
Small and Medium

Enterprises Nitin Gadkari on
Wednesday said time has come
when people can turn the 
waste into wealth by its prop-
er utilisation. 

After kicking off the
Sanitiation and Water
Conservation Drive of Khadi
and Village Industries
Commission (KVIC) here,
Gadkari said eradicating the
demons of poverty, hunger
and unemployment will remain
a mirage unless the villages are
economically, socially and eco-
logically empowered. 

The KVIC has adopted
Qutab Garh under its
Swachchhata Abhiyaan.
Besides maintaining the clean-
liness of this village, the KVIC
officials would also take care of
the progress of deepening of
ponds work there. Last year, the
KVIC had adopted Jagatpur
village of Eastern Delhi and
cleanliness drive is still in oper-
ation there.

Laying stress on the need of
proper water management sys-
tem, he said, “Our country does
not have the dearth of water,
but we are lagging in managing
the water,” he said.

“Main aap sabse kheta hoon
ki paani ka niyojan seekhiye.
Daudne wale paani ko cha-
layiye, chalne wale paani ko
rokiye aur ruke huye paani ko
jameen ke andar jaane dijiye (I
request you all to learn the art
of planning the water. Force the
running water to walk, walking
water to slow down and permit
the stopped water to go into the
earth),” he said.

Appealing the villagers to
divert the agricultural yields
into power and plastic sector,
Gadkari said by selling toilet
waste water to power generat-
ing companies, the
Maharashtra Government had

so far earned over Rs 2 crore.
“One can produce one tonne of
bio-CNG by burning five
tonnes of parali (crop
resudues). Very soon five dis-
tricts of Vidarbha region will be
free from diesel,” he said.

Applauding KVIC’s efforts
on ‘Honey Mission’ Programme,
the MSME Minister also
appealed the villagers to give up
using chemical fertilizers in
their fields. “It will be an add-
on to both farming and bee-
keeping,” he added.

Minister of State for MSME
Pratap Chandra Sarangi also
appreciated the innovative
efforts taken up by the KVIC in
the recent past. 

“Our Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is the true
conscience-keeper of Gandhian
philosophy of self-discipline
and self-reliance, unlike the
previous governments using
Gandhi as their pollical tool to

taste the fruit of power. 
That is why, what Khadi has
done in last five years is 
much more than its achieve-
ment in 60-odd years before
Modiji,” he said.

Earlier, KVIC Chairman
Vinai Kumar Saxena welcomed
the dignitaries and appraised
them about different 
Khadi activities, including
Honey Mission, Kumhaar
Sashaktikaran Mission and
deepening of village ponds in
Qutubgarh. He also said that in
the current fiscal, all the State
Offices of KVIC had been
asked to adopt one village in
their respective areas, where
sanitation and water conser-
vation drive could turn it into
the model ones.

New Delhi MP Meenakshi
Lekhi, her Shimla counterpart
Suresh Kashyap and MSME
secretary AK Panda were also
present on this occasion.  
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With rural men migrating
to urban areas for green-

er pastures leaving women
back home to juggle between
agricultural and household
work, their kids are at the
receiving end having left out of
entitlements related to nutri-
tion and care, according to a
new study.

The lack of attention to
women’s time as a key factor in
child nutrition outcomes is
perhaps the main reason for the
persistence of poor nutrition-
al outcomes despite economic
growth, said Indian-origin sci-
entist Nitya Rao, professor of
gender and development in
the University of East Anglia’s
(UEA) School of International
Development in Norwich,
England in her study.

It notes that longer working
hours for women or increased
work intensity on agricultural
fields can have adverse impact
on their own health and, in
turn, their ability to care for
their children, leading to poor
child- and household-level
nutrition outcomes.

The study which has been
published in the journal
Feminist Economics, stressed

on policies to be context-spe-
cific taking into consideration
factors such as caste and loca-
tion in order to improve
women’s lives and household
nutrition and health outcomes
in rural India.

In most of rural India,
women work as agricultural
and family farm labourers, in
addition to performing nearly
all the childcare and household
duties. The study holds impor-
tance given that agriculture
sector employs 80 per cent of
all economically active women
in India-- they comprise 33 per

cent of the agriculture labour
force and 48 per cent of the self-
employed farmers, according to
OXFAM 2018.

“Women’s agricultural
work could potentially have
negative outcomes, especially
for the young child whose
nutrition depends more on
the mother’s time for breast-
feeding and supplementary
feeding. The double burden of
work and care often leads to a
time trade-off between the
two,” said Professor Rao.

The study examined the
intersections of gender with

other forms of social identity
and inequality.

The research drew on pri-
mary data from 12 villages in two
districts, Wardha (Maharashtra)
and Koraput (Odisha) between
2014-2016. Malnutrition is high
in both areas, with near or more
than 50 per cent of children
underweight.

In Wardha, women harvest
cotton manually, but the semi-
arid region has reported severe
agrarian distress over the past
decade. Moreover, the smell of
cotton and cotton dust causes
headaches and leaves workers

with no appetite or desire to
cook or eat, which has impli-
cations for the rest of the
household.

In Koraput, located in the
semi-humid tropics, literacy
rates and other human devel-
opment indicators are low.
People in this region work, on
an average, close to 13 hours a
day — resulting in sleep depri-
vation especially during the
peak agricultural seasons of
planting and harvesting.

“We leave for our fields for
transplantation early in the
morning. There is no time to go
to the forest to collect vegetables
or greens, and no time to cook.
We eat once a day - rice and
ambli (sour gruel of rice flour
and tamarind),” Professor Rao
quotes Koraput participant
Kamala Paroja in her study.

“Infrastructural support
that can reduce the drudgery
and effort/time intensity of
tasks, especially cooking, as
well as clean energy and drink-
ing water, alongside strength-
ening child-care services, will
help India move toward the
United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals of reduc-
ing hunger and stopping inter-
generational nutritional depri-
vation,” she added.
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Leader of the Congress in the
Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan

Chowdhury on Wednesday
accused the Government of
using “suppressive” tactics
against the media.

He alleged during the Zero
Hour that the Government
was “undemocratic” and suf-
fered from “megalomania”,
claiming that it used its adver-
tisement measures to pressure
the media.

His remarks drew protests
from Treasury Benches.

Speaker Om Birla asked
the next member to raise his
issue during the Zero Hour,
prompting Congress members
to protest as Chowdhury want-
ed to speak further.

Among other issues,
Manish Tewari of the Congress
asked the Government to make
its stand clear on the US deci-
sion to withdraw its waiver to
India to import crude 
oil from Iran, saying it may have
a far-reaching impact on India
and lead to rise in prices of oil
products. Will the Government
continue to import oil from
Iran or not, he asked. 

Gurjeet Singh Aujla of the
Congress asked the
Government to do away with
the steep rise in duties on
Pakistani products, saying it
has led to joblessness in the
border area in his constituen-
cy in Amritsar as over 5,000
families depended on trade
with Pakistan for livelihood.

The duty was hiked after
the Pulwama terror attack.

BJP’s Nihal Chand target-
ed the Congress Government

in Rajasthan over suicide of a
farmer in the State. 
In a video message, the farmer
blamed the State Government
for his decision.

BJP’s Rajiv Pratap Rudy
expressed concern over India’s
poor performance in Olympics
and suggested that a parlia-
mentary committee be formed
as many members have also

been keen sportspersons. He
also noted that the next glob-
al games are due next year. 

BJP’s Tapir Gao spoke
about several political murders
in Arunachal Pradesh.

He said one of the cases
was handed over to the NIA
but no arrest has been made
yet. The Government should
ensure action, he said.
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The Government said on
Wednesday that it has

accorded highest priority to
getting permanent member-
ship at the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC) and
is actively engaged in the ongo-
ing intergovernmental negoti-
ations on UNSC reform.

In a written response to a
question in the Lok Sabha,
Minister of State for External
Affairs V Muraleedharan said
India is working alongside
other reform-oriented coun-
tries through its membership in
the G-4 Group (India, Japan,
Brazil and Germany) and the
L.69 Group, a cross-regional
grouping of developing coun-
tries of Asia, Africa and Latin
America to build support
among the UN member states
for expansion of the UN
Security Council.

“Government of India has
accorded highest priority to get-

ting permanent membership
for India in an expanded United
Nations Security Council. A
series of initiatives, involving
bilateral and multilateral plat-
forms, have been undertaken by
the Government in pursuance
of this objective. India is active-
ly engaged in the ongoing inter-
governmental negotiations on
UNSC reform at the UN,”
Muraleedharan said.

The Government informed
the Lok Sabha that over 
6.84 lakh posts were vacant in
different departments 
under it.

Of the total sanctioned
strength of 38.02 lakh, 31.18
lakh were filled as on March 1,
2018, leaving 6.84 lakh posts
vacant, according to a written
reply by Minister of State for
Personnel Jitendra Singh.

“Vacancies in Central
Government are caused due to
retirement, death, promotion,
et cetera and the posts 
falling vacant are required to be
filled as per recruitment rules
by Ministries, Departments or
Organisations concerned,” 
he said.

In another reply, he said the
Staff Selection Commission
has planned to conduct exam-
inations to fill up the 1,03,266
vacancies reported by various
ministries during the years
2019 and 2020.

Railway Board has notified
five centralised employment
notifications in 2018-19 for
new and future vacancies like-
ly to arise in two years, cover-
ing 1,56,138 vacancies, the
Minister said. 

The Indian Air Force lost
27 aircraft, including 15 fight-
er jets and helicopters, in crash-
es since 2016, Minister of State
for Defence Shripad Naik said
in the Lok Sabha.

The quantum of provi-
sional loss in 11 cases of crash-
es was approximately Rs 524.64
crore, he said in a written
reply in the Lok Sabha. 

In 2016-17 fiscal, six IAF
fighter jets, two helicopters,
one transport aircraft and one
trainer crashed. In 2017-18, the
air force lost two fighter jets and
one trainer aircraft in crashes.

The number rose sharply
in 2018-19 with the IAF losing
seven fighter jets, two heli-
copters and two trainers.  

This included the crash of
the MiG-21 fighter jet which
was being piloted by Wing
Commander Abhinandan
Varthaman during a dog-fight
with Pakistan Air Force planes
on February 27.

On the same day, an Mi-17
helicopter also crashed killing
six air force personnel. In 2019-
20, so far, an AN-32 transport
aircraft crashed in Arunachal
Pradesh, killing 13 air force
personnel earlier this month.
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Members of the TMC and
the BJP on Wednesday

exchanged heated words in
the Lok Sabha after Locket
Chatterjee of the BJP raised the
issue of political violence in
West Bengal even as TMC
leader Saugata Roy referred to
mob lynching of a youth in
Jharkhand and said instead of
attacking the West Bengal
Government, the BJP should
look into the affairs of the state
ruled by it.

Raising the matter during
the Zero Hour, Roy said it was
a “cold-blooded murder” of
24-year-old Tabrez Ansari as
police held the youth, who had
sustained severe head injuries,
in custody for four days.

“BJP members are speaking
about West Bengal, but not tak-
ing steps on what is happening
in Jharkhand and other places.
This is an example of religious
intolerance and the TMC will
continue to protest against mob
lynching,” Roy said.

Ansari was thrashed by a
mob for alleged theft on June

18 and a video had emerged
which purportedly showed that
he was forced to chant ‘Jai Shri
Ram’ and ‘Jai Hanuman’ in
Jharkhand’s Saraikela
Kharsawan district.

Chatterjee who also spoke
during the zero hour launched
an attack on the West Bengal
Government over the law and
order situation in the state.

She claimed over 100 BJP
workers have been killed in
political violence after civic
body polls and 15 after the Lok
Sabha polls.

When Chatterjee blamed
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee for the polit-
ical violence TMC MP Kalyan
Banerjee and other party
members countered her vocif-
erously. Geeta Koda of the
Congress also raised the issue
of mob-lynching in Jharkhand.

Questioning the law and
order situation in the State, she
said Jharkhand witnessed four
cases of mob lynching alone
this year.

She also demanded justice
for the youth killed in the
lynching incident. 
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Ram Kumar Kashyap, the
lone Indian National Lok

Dal (INLD) MP in 
the Rajya Sabha, joined the BJP
on Wednesday in the presence
of party working president 
JP Nadda.

With this, the BJP’s
strength in the Rajya Sabha has
increased to 76.

Besides Kashyap, two-time
former MP from Kannur in
Kerala AP Abdullakutty, who

has been in the CPI(M) and the
Congress, also joined the BJP
on Wednesday.

He was expelled from the
CPI(M) in 2009 for praising the
then Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi.

He then joined the
Congress, which recently
sacked him for praising
Narendra Modi yet again.

On Tuesday, two INLD
MLAs Zakir Hussain and
Parminder Singh Dhul had
also joined the BJP. 
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As water war in Tamil Nadu
has spilled out to the streets

with the ruling AIADMK and
the Opposition DMK blaming
each other for the present scarci-
ty, water has become the most
precious commodity in the State.

For the first time in the his-
tory of Tamil Nadu, authorities
have been forced to take pre-
cautions while transporting
drinking water  for supplying
in Madurai Municipal
Corporation limits.

Water lorries and tractors
operated by the Madurai
Municipal Corporation are
being installed with GPS
devices and sensors to prevent
pilferage and illegal sale by
lorry drivers. According to S
Visakan, commissioner,
Madurai Municipal
Corporation , 34 tankers and
25 tractors have been pressed
into service to supply 5.4 mil-
lion litres per day water with-

in the Corporation limits to
meet the water scarcity.

“This is the first time any
city corporation has equipped
every water carrier it operates
with GPS based devices. Our
control room  will receive an
alert if any water carrier devi-
ates from the path. The sensors
attached to them would make
use of the water pressure to fur-
nish the quantity. This will help
the officials to keep  check on
the quantity of water being dis-
tributed to specific locations,”
said  Visakan. Corporation
authorities also disclosed that
the GPS devices would help
them to find  out the time the
lorries and tractors spend at
each distribution spot.

The drought like situation
has taken a heavy toll on the

school attendance of girl stu-
dents in the State which may
derail the Prime Minister’s Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao Yojana.
Many girl students studying in
classes 8 to 10 are being used by
their parents to fetch water for
the households. Dharsini (9)
and Priya (11) staying at
Vysarpadi area are forced by
their mothers  to walk 2 km to
fetch water from the Metro
Water Dispensing Units.  Priya,
a class 8 student, said that since
her father leaves home for work
early in the morning, she has to
help her mother in carrying
water from the dispensing spot
. “I go to school only in alternate
days . I have company as many

girls in the area are compelled
to skip classes,” said Priya.

There are reports from the
Vyasarpadi suburb that
instances of jaundice have seen
a jump as a fall out of the sup-
ply of contaminated water .
While government officials are
tight lipped about the report,
residents said cases of  e water-
borne diseases are in the
increase.  The State government
is yet to come out with an action
programme to counter the
emergency situation except the
statements by some of the min-
isters that there was no water
scarcity as it has been made out
by the Opposition and  the
media.
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With a penchant for reach-
ing out its achievements

to the people in a big way, the
BJP-led NDA Government has
incurred an expenditure of
staggering Rs 5,909.39 crore on
various types of advertisements
during its first term in 
office from 2014-15 to 2018-19,
according to reply to an 
RTI query.     

Responding to a query by
RTI activist Anil Galgali,
Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting’s wing Bureau of

Outreach and Communication
has — in its reply dated June 16,
2019 — stated that the
Narendra Modi Government
incurred Rs 5,909,39,5100 for
publicising its policies and
achievements through adver-
tisements in print media, elec-
tronic media and outdoor
media between 2014-15 and
2018-19.

Interestingly, the
Government spent a maxi-
mum of Rs 2,172.07 crore on
radio spots between 2014-15
and 2018-19, while it incurred
an expenditure of Rs 2,109.30

crore on display classification
during the five year period. The
Government spent Rs 612.18
crore on outdoor publicity dur-
ing the period.

The reply furnished to

Galgali shows that the Modi
Government spent Rs 979 crore
in 2014-15, Rs 1162 crore in
2015-16, Rs 1258 crore 
in 2016-17, Rs 1313 in 2017-18,
Rs 1195 in 2018-19 and the

total figure in all these 
five fiscal year stood at Rs
5909.39 crore.

The I & B Ministry has fur-
nished the reply showing all the
expenditure in four heads such

as Plan, Non-plan, Client
Department and Advance
Department. 

Interestingly, a maximum
expenditure has been incurred
on the head of the Client
department.

“After several concerns
were raised against the lavish
expenditure incurred by the
NDA Government to glorify
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s  image, it put a break
and therefore in the last year of
its dispensation, it spent rela-
tively less money on advertise-
ments,” Galgali said.
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The Amma Makkal
Munnetra Kazhakam

(AMMK) formed by  VK
Sasikala, the former aide to late
J Jayalalithaa, and her nephew
TTV Dhinakaran is in a State
of crisis as Thanga Tamilselvan,
the propaganda secretary of the
outfit finding himself as a per-
sona nona grata in the party.

Tamilselvan, who was the
public face of the faction head-
ed by Dhinakaran and Sasikala,
has been removed from the
posts he held in AMMK fol-
lowing  the former’s outbursts
against Dhinakaran. Though
Dhinakaran has not issued any
statements till Wednesday
evening, sources close to him
told The Pioneer that
Tamilselvan is as good as axed
from the party,

“He described Dhinakaran
as a mean and petty-minded
person. What else we should
tell you  about a person who
uses such language against our
party leader?” asked a AMMK
functionary on conditions of
anonymity.

But CR Saraswathy,
spokesperson , AMMK said
Thanga Tamilselvan has himself
paved the way for his ouster
from the party. “I don’t think he
would come back to the party

as he was holding discussions
with leaders of other parties.
His career with the AMMK is
over,” said Saraswathi.

The AMMK which was
formed by Dhinakaran follow-
ing the easing out of the
Mannargudi clam from the
AIADMK, has been facing cri-
sis after crisis following the set-
back suffered by it in the recent
elections. The party which was
expected to take away a major
chunk of the AIADMK votes
had to content with just 5.2 per
cent votes which has put a
question mark on the future of
the outfit.

Thanga Tamilhelvan has
been welcomed to AIADMK,
his mother organisation by
senior minister D Jayakumar It
is widely believed that he may
make a come back to the
AIADMK as immediately after

the announcement of the
General Election results he
had said that  though the
DMK-Congress alliance had
won the election in Tamil
Nadu, it was not a vote for the
DMK. “People felt that it would
be ideal if they vote for the
DMK-led alliance in the par-
liament election. That was all,”
he had said.  

He also reminded the
media recently that he was not
after power or position. “I was
the one who resigned from
Andippatti assembly con-
stituency in 2001 to facilitate the
election of Amma (Jayalalithaa)
and I reminded content with
doing campaign works for her,”
said Tamilselvan.

It was Tamilselvan who
led the 18 AIADMK MLAs to
the then Governor of Tamil
Nadu stating that they were
withdrawing support to the
Edappadi Palaniswamy gov-
ernment which led to the dis-
qualification of all the MLAs
including himself. Though he
had contested to the Lok sabha
from Theni , he was defeated by
AIADMK’s Raveendrakumar,
son of Deputy Chief Minister
O Panneerselvam. Tamil Nadu
is in for another bout of polit-
ical drama as the State would
see biennial election to six
Rajya Sabha seats from the
State on July 18.
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The Assam Government has
found an additional

1,02,462 people ineligible to be
included in the National
Register of Citizens (NRC),
which is being updated in the
State under the Supreme
Court’s monitoring.

The Assam Government
on Wednesday published an
additional draft exclusion list of
the NRC comprising the names
of 1,02,462 persons, who were
included in the draft NRC pub-
lished on July 30, 2018, but have
been subsequently found inel-
igible due to different reasons.

According to a statement
issued by the State coordinator
of NRC, the additional draft
exclusion list was published as
per the provisions contained in
Clause 5 of the Schedule of The
Citizenship (Registration of
Citizens and issue of National
Identity Cords) Rules, 2003.

“The persons whose names
figured in the additional draft
exclusion list published today
include those who were found
to be DF (declared foreigner),
DV (doubtful voter) or PFT
(persons with cases pending at

foreigners tribunals) or their
descendants, as applicable, dis-
covered after the publication of
the draft NRC,” said a senior
official of the NRC authority.

“Persons who were found
to be ineligible while appearing
as witness in hearings held for
disposal of claims and objec-
tions, persons who were found
to be ineligible during the
process of verification carried
out by the Local Registrar of
Citizen Registration (LRCR)
under the provisions of Clause
4(3) after the publication of the
complete draft NRC on July 30,
2018, were also included in the
list,” the official said.

He said the additional draft
exclusion list didn’t contain the
results of claimants and objects
appearing for hearings held for
disposal of claims and objec-
tions, which were held recently. 
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, accompanied by a

high-level delegation of
Government officials, chaired
a high-level security review
meeting ahead of Amarnath
yatra, during his two-day long
maiden visit to Srinagar on
Wednesday. 

The State Government was
represented by Governor Satya
Pal Malik, his adviser incharge
Home Affairs K Vijay Kumar,
state Chief Secretary BVR
Subrahmanyam, Northern
Command Army Commander
Lt-Gen Ranbir Singh, DGP
Dilbagh Singh and divisional
commissioners from the
Kashmir & Jammu divisions. 

Union Home secretary
Rajiv Gauba and top brass of
the central/state intelligence
agencies also remained present
during the meeting.  

Earlier, Governor defied
convention and arrived at the
Srinagar airport to personally
accord warm welcome to the
Union Home Minister.

Though no bandh/hartal
call was given by any separatist
or militant outfit on account of
visit of Union Home Minister,
tight security arrangements
remained in place in different
parts of Srinagar. High alert
was also sounded in the region

to prevent any terrorist strike
on security personnel. 

According to official
sources, “the home minister
was briefed about the overall
security situation in the state,
especially in the aftermath of
the Pulwama terror attack in
which 44 CRPF personnel had
sacrificed their lives”.

Senior security officials
had prepared comprehensive
power point presentations and
briefed Home Minister about
ongoing anti-terrorist opera-
tions leading to elimination of
top commanders since January
2019. Over 120 terrorists have
been killed by the security
forces this year in different
operations. 

Shah was also briefed about

the steps taken for ensuring
smooth and safe conduct of the
annual Amarnath Yatra, which
is due to commence on July 1.
Union Home Minister, is learnt
to have instructed 
senior officials to ensure safe-
ty of Amarnath bound pilgrims
especially during their move-
ment along the National
Highway and in and around
base/transit camps setup at
several places during the yatra
period”.

Adequate paramilitary
troops have been deployed on
area domination and patrol
duties to guard the entire yatra
route from Lakhanpur (in
Jammu region) to base camps
in Pahalgam and Baltal in
Kashmir region. 

(+����	�
0�12�342����	�

�����	3��������
����	,&<	����


�����!�����������������������
��������������
��������	���

���
	����	����	������� ��
���
	��	)=!	�����	�	;�
��

&�����;��	�$���
�	��#��������������
����		���������	0�	)���	�
	�����'
������	�	��
�������	�#��������=����������������������+	��	
��' !,-

+��	����
��������������������0	

	
���	��)����)��	�������������	�����)������
����	�)��	��
������	�����1�	���������+	��	
��' !,-

#����.������	����5�616������������������0����	��"�,*$

� ���	��&��	��������	��	,� 	�������	����	0������	���	����	���	+���	0���������	&���
�$>$	�����	��	'(#?�#)�	�#�#I'	�����	��	'(#)�#I�	�#�')C	�����	��	'(#I�#>�	�#�"#"	��
'(#>�#C�	�#�#$)	��	'(#C�#$	���	���	�����	������	��	���	����	����	�����	����	����	��
�)�$($�"$	�����

� ���	 	K	3	+������	��	��������	���	��&��	������	���	���	��&��������	��	����	����
���	�	/����	����&����	.�����	*�&�������	���	�������	*�&��������	 ������������	�
�������	��&��������	��	����	��������	��	���	����	��	���	.�����	��&�������

-����
���"�����>�2�>�������������
���
��
�	��
��>�2?����������
��'���
���@2>����������������������'

/!���
	�
��
������	������	���	����)��	�1�
�	����
��	
	3�����
�	

��	�
���	���	��	�����+	&��
"���� +A+3� 

The Reserve Bank on
Wednesday said all data

related to payments must be
stored only in India and data
processed abroad will have to
be brought back to the coun-
try within 24 hours.

“The entire payment data
shall be stored in systems
located only in India...,” the
RBI said in its FAQs on certain
implementation issues raised
by the Payment System

Operators (PSOs).
The RBI had issued a

directive in April 2018 on
‘Storage of Payment System
Data’. It had advised all system
providers to ensure that with-
in a period of six months, the

entire data relating to payment
systems operated by them is
stored in a system only in
India.

The FAQs further said
there is no bar on processing
of payment transactions out-
side India if so desired by the
PSOs.

“However, the data shall be
stored only in India after the
processing. The complete end-
to-end transaction details
should be part of the data,” the
RBI said.

In case the processing is
done abroad, “the data should
be deleted from the systems
abroad and brought back to
India not later than the one
business day or 24 hours from
payment processing, whichev-
er is earlier”.

Last week, the issue of
data localisation was raised by
several e-commerce firms dur-
ing their meetings with
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal.
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Universit ies  are
autonomous bodies and

there is no compulsion on
them to teach any particular
subject, the University Grants
Commission (UGC)
Wednesday said. 

The UGC’s comments
comes in the wake of a row
triggered by allegations from
Jawaharlal Nehru University
Students’ Union (JNUSU),
which on Monday said the

varsity was trying to impose
Hindi by making it a com-
pulsory subject at the under-
graduate BA and B Tech
courses.

Amid JNUSU allegations,
the varsity had Tuesday
asserted that it is “unfortu-
nate” that such “misinfor-
mation” has been circulated
and had said the discussion
on the matter has been
deferred.

The JNU had said such
“irresponsible” statements are

“undesirable  and con-
demnable” and clarified that
the varsity has not taken any
such decision. 

“Universit ies  are
autonomous bodies and any
decision to teach any partic-
ular subject is up to them.
There  is  no compulsion,”
said UGC Secretary Rajnish
Jain.

“The idea behind the let-
ter sent to universities in
October 2018 was to seek
suggestions about teaching of

Hindi in universities and not
to mandate it,” Jain said.

JNUSU had earlier said
one of the agenda items of the
the 151st meeting of the aca-
demic council held last Friday
pertained to “making Hindi a
compulsory subject at under-
graduate level for BA and
BTech courses”.

Referring to this, the JNU
on Tuesday had clarified

that the agenda item was
related to discussion on a
2018 letter from UGC seek-

ing views on Hindi as possi-
ble course in undergraduate
programmes.

The CPI(M) had on
Tuesday alleged that “the
efforts of the UGC to “push”
Hindi as a compulsory sub-
ject in undergraduate cours-
es will stir up a hornets’ nest
among other  l inguist ic
groups and affect the unity of
the country”.

Earlier this month, amid
a controversy over the rec-
ommendation of an HRD

Ministry panel to teach Hindi
in non-Hindi speaking states,
a revised draft education pol-
icy was issued by the Ministry
that did not have a mention
of the language being com-
pulsory.

The DMK and other par-
ties in Tamil Nadu had
strongly opposed the three-
language formula in the draft
National Education Policy
and alleged that it was tanta-
mount to thrusting the Hindi
language. 
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Minorities have never been
more safe in the country

than under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, BJP leader K J
Alphons said in the Rajya Sabha
Wednesday amid opposition
references to lynching cases.

Speaking on the Motion of
Thanks on the President’s
address, he said Modi is “more
democratic” than anyone before
him.

Five years back it was said
that Christians will be beaten up
and churches will be burnt once
the BJP comes to power, he said.

“Have you seen any
Christian being beaten up or any
church being burnt (since the
BJP came to power),” he asked.

“Never has it been safer for
minorities than under Modi,” he
said as some in the opposition
jeered, making references to
lynching of Muslims in some
parts of the country.

Alphons, who was a minis-
ter in the first term of the BJP
government but was not made
a minister in Modi-2.0 govern-
ment, targeted the Congress
saying if it wants to live in a
make-believe world, history will
write it off.

“You shall have a new India,”
he said in an apparent jibe at
Leader of the Opposition
Ghulam Nabi Azad, who in his
remarks during the debate, had
called for giving back the ‘old
India’ and Modi keeping his
‘New India’ with himself.

He said instead of whining,
the country should be celebrat-
ing achievements such as 99.2
per cent of the population now
having toilets, 35 crore people
getting bank accounts, 7.5 crore
getting gas connection, 19 crore
getting loan under Mudra
scheme, the jump in ease of
doing business ranking and
India striking at the heart of the
enemy.

In his speech on the debate,
Veer Singh (BSP) attacked the
government for the unemploy-
ment rate climbing to a 45 year
high due to “ill-planned” deci-
sions and “wrong policies” such
as demonetisation of high value
currency notes and implemen-
tation of the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) regime.
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The CBDT has directed the
Income-Tax Department

to share in “public interest”
details of assets and accounts of
all such loan defaulters against
whom a public sector bank has
made a plea to it. The policy
move is aimed to tighten the
noose on such entities and
extract recovery of public
money.

The tax department, as
per a latest CBDT order, will
cull out this information from
the Income Tax Return (ITR)
of an assessee.

Central Board of Direct
Taxes, that frames policy for the
I-T department, has issued an
order in this context to all its
field offices on Wednesday.

It said the order has been
issued in public interest after a
number of such requests were
received by it from public sec-
tor banks (PSBs) seeking infor-
mation of immovable assets of
a loan defaulter to effect recov-
ery from them.

“In this context, Board
(CBDT) is of the view that
sharing of information with
PSBs in respect of assets held
by defaulters of loans, so as to
enable recovery of loans from
such defaulters, is in public
interest and hence, can be fur-
nished.”

“Besides statement of
assets, if requested, information
such as details of bank account,
sundry debtors of the loan
defaulter which may aid recov-
ery of loan by the PSB from the

loan defaulter, can also be pro-
vided,” the CBDT order,
accessed by PTI, said.

This sharing of vital and
classified data of an assessee,
who is identified as a bank loan
defaulter, will be done under
Section 138 (1)(b) of the I-T
Act which states that if a pre-
scribed application is made to
the jurisdictional Principal
Chief Commissioner or
Principal Commissioner of
Income Tax, he or she can fur-
nish the information if they are
satisfied that this sharing will
public interest.

The order said the depart-
ment possesses such informa-
tion by way of ITR of an indi-
vidual or Hindu Undivided
Family (HUF), having total
income in excess of �50 lakh
per annum, and is supposed to
furnish particulars of assets and
corresponding liabilities to the
taxman every year under the
direct taxes (I-T) law.

It, however, added that the
taxman can furnish this data to
the banks in respect of the
“borrower, mortgager and
guarantor only.”

“At the time of supply of
such information a confiden-
tiality clause may be included

specifying that such informa-
tion be used only for the pur-
pose of recovery of loan and
will not be shared with any
other person or agency,” the
CBDT said.

An undertaking to this
effect shall be obtained from
the bank and an officer not
below the rank of the branch
Manager should sign the doc-
ument, it said.

The order states that “tax
dues” of such a defaulter should
also be kept in mind and before
the taxman shares such an
information with the bank, an
undertaking should be
obtained from them that they
will obtain a no objection cer-
tificate (NOC) from the I-T
officer “before appropriation of
the surplus amount recovered
from sale of immovable or
movable assets of the default-
er.”

A number of high-value
bank loan frauds have come to
fore in the recent past includ-
ing prominent ones like the
�13,000 crore Nirav Modi and
Mehul Choksi PNB fraud, the
Sterling Biotech case, one
involving businessman and
liquor baron Vijay Mallya
among others. 
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From Page 1
“We have to tell our

Governments to try harder,” he
added.

India had imposed retalia-
tory tariffs on 28 US items ear-
lier this month, after the Trump
Administration ended trade
concessions for India on June
1.  Pompeo defended his
Government’s decision, stating
that the US deserves greater
market access. 

Jaishankar, however, made
it clear that India would be
guided by its own interests
when it comes to purchasing
defence systems from Russia.
“We have relationships with
several countries, many of

which are of some standing.
They have a history. We will do
what is in our national interest,”
he said. “We had a discussion
on defence cooperation. It is
important to display trust and
confidence in each other if we
want this to grow.” 

Pompeo also termed Iran as
the “biggest sponsor of terror.”
However, India’s official stand on
it is not yet known but India and
US discussed the situation in
Iran in some detail. India raised
its concerns on energy security
and the regional situation.
Jaishankar expressed “apprecia-
tion for US support” on terror-
ism-related issues. “We see zero
tolerance to cross-border ter-

rorism,” he said.
The US Secretary of State’s

visit comes ahead of a meeting
between Modi and  Trump on
the sidelines of the G20
Summit in Osaka, Japan, later
this week. In his meeting with
Pompeo, Modi outlined his
vision for the Indo-US strate-
gic partnership in the new
tenure of his government.

The Prime Minister
expressed his strong commit-
ment to achieve the full poten-
tial of bilateral relations in
trade and economy, energy,
defence, counter-terrorism and
people- to-people contacts.
The two leaders two discussed
various aspects of the bilateral

relationship to strengthen the
India-US strategic partnership.

“The Prime Minister reit-
erated the priority that he
attaches to relations with the
US and outlined his vision for
the Strategic Partnership in
the new tenure of the
Government and beyond,
building on strong foundation
of trust and shared interest,” a
statement from the Prime
Minister’s Office said.

Pompeo expressed the US
Government’s continued inter-
est in building stronger rela-
tions with India and working
together to realise the shared
vision and goals, it said. He also
conveyed greetings of Trump to

the Prime Minister and con-
gratulated him on his electoral
victory.

“Working together to fur-
ther deepen our strategic part-
nership. Secretary Pompeo
called on PM Narendra Modi
to exchange views on various
aspects of Indo-US relation-
ship. PM will meet President
Donald Trump on the sidelines
of the upcoming G20 Osaka
Summit,” Ministry of External
Affairs spokesperson Raveesh
Kumar tweeted. Pompeo’s talk
here is the first high-level inter-
action between the two coun-
tries after return of the Modi
Government to power last
month. 
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From Page 1
Soon her party will oblit-

erate from Bengal and the Left
will get back its voters who
have gone away to BJP because
of the torture they faced at the
hands of the TMC, added
Chakrabarty.

Congress Assembly party
leader Abdul Mannan said,
“First Mamata Banerjee should
publicly apologise for bringing
BJP in Bengal and tell the peo-
ple that she had done a great
wrong by actively decimating the
Left and the Congress and
replacing them by the BJP. She
should also accept her sin of liv-
ing with the BJP for 9-10 years
and then only we shall think
over her suggestion.”
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From Page 1
Investigations also revealed

that the Group was engaged in
round tripping of Standby
Letters of Credit (SBLCs) funds
to the tune of �4,500 crores by
violating the conditions laid
down by RBI while sanctioning
the loan. 

“The said SBLCs were later
on devolved on the guarantor
banks causing wrongful loss to
these public sector banks and
to the public at large. Their
strategy included incorporation

of multiple shell companies,
conducting circular transac-
tions to artificially inflate
turnover of flagship companies,
claiming higher depreciations
on non-existing machinery to
avoid tax liabilities, artificial
share trading with the shell
companies, layering and laun-
dering of proceeds of crime
within India and abroad
through the web of multiple
shell companies,” the agency
further said.

The original PAN cards,

stamps, seals, Memorandum of
Association and signed blank
cheque books of shell compa-
nies have been seized by ED
from possession of the pro-
moters. 

All these shell companies
were controlled, managed and
beneficially owned by the main
promoters and were used in the
process of money laundering,
the agency said.

The probe has also revealed
that the promoters have creat-
ed a web of corporate and

accounting structures abroad.
They have incorporated 96
entities in various countries
including UAE, USA, UK, BVI,
Mauritius, Barbados, Panama,
and Nigeria. 

The main entities outside
India include Richmond
Overseas, Sunshine Trust
Corporation, SEEPCO BVI,
SEEPCO Nigeria, Atlantic Blue
Water Services Pvt Ltd.
Geodynamic Geospectra
Limited, SAIB LLC and
Goldcoin Construction.
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From Page 1
Justifying his action, Akash

said, “In the BJP, we have been
taught, pehle aavedan, phir
nivedan aur phir danadan.
(first request and then attack).”

Eye-witnesses said the
locals were protesting against
razing of a house when Akash,
who was a part of the protest,
warned the civic body staff of
consequences if they do not
leave the spot.

His supporters even
removed the keys of the earth
moving machine brought in to
carry out the demolition, they
said.

Amid heated exchange,
Akash brought out a cricket bat
and started hitting an officer

who was talking over his
mobile phone. The MLA’s sup-
porters also attacked the offi-
cer and abused him while
police personnel tried to bring
the situation under control.

Soon after the incident,
Indore Municipal Corporation
employees held a demonstra-
tion by stopping their work.

Akash said some civic offi-
cials were razing even those
houses which are in a good
condition, by declaring them as
dilapidated.

“This is a conspiracy
between owners of the houses
and officials. They want to
raze the houses so that leaders
of the ruling Congress can
take possession of the land,” he
said.

Condemning the assault,
state Congress spokesperson
Neelabh Shukla said, “The law-
maker himself has broken the
law. The incident has exposed
the real face of the BJP.”
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Kumar has also served in

the Indian Embassy in Moscow,
Russia. 

Kumar, who is considered
an expert on the Kashmir and
Naxal issues, is the second
most senior officer in the IB
after Jain.

Goel will succeed
Dhasmana at the country’s
external spy agency, RAW.
Goel, a 1984 batch IPS officer
of Punjab cadre, is at present
the Special Secretary in the
RAW.

Goel was heading the oper-
ations wing of the agency when

the Pulwama incident hap-
pened in February this year in
which 40 CRPF personnel were
killed in a suicide bombing by
the Pakistani terror group
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) and
India had to retaliate by carry-
ing out aerial attack in Balakot.
RAW has a separate Jammu
and Kashmir desk where inputs
relating to the terror-hit State
is collected and collated,
sources said. 

Goel’s name had cropped
in a CBI investigation into
allegations and counter-allega-
tions of corruption against
each other by two of its former
senior officers — the then CBI
director Alok Kumar Verma
and Special Director Rakesh
Asthana.

The CBI had booked
Asthana on allegations of
receiving a bribe from an
accused, Manoj Prasad, probed
by him in a case linked to meat
exporter Moin Qureshi.

�� ���	!����
��"	��	#����$
�����
	!����
%��	
	����???

�8+&�"(9���

Going by the Congress
party’s arguments, he won-
dered whether victory of the
Congress in Wayanad and Rae
Bareli seats too was a “defeat of
the country”.

Noting that the Congress
was not able to win even a sin-
gle Lok Sabha seat in 17 States,
he said it was time for the
Congress to introspect and
“accept defeat”. “My friends in
the Congress: They have not
been able to digest victory.
They have not been able to
accept defeat. I do not consid-
er this to be a healthy sign in a
democracy,” he said.

Congress leaders, he said,
are saying farmers were sold
out to Rs 2,000 cash dole and
the elections were won with the
help of media. “This is an
insult to farmers. A farmer is
not available for sale. Farmers
cannot be insulted. The use of
language that they were sold for
Rs 2,000 is an insult to 15 crore
farmers,” he said.

The Prime Minister said
there have been so many polls
with EVMs and parties that are
represented in the Rajya Sabha
have got opportunities to gov-
ern in some State or the other
after elections conducted
through EVMs. “Then, why

question EVMs today,” he
asked. The Prime Minister
said, “We are seeing this same
attitude when it comes to dis-
cussing ‘One Nation, One
Election’.” “Yes, people may
not like the idea or have inputs
on this. But, it is important to
present these ideas and have
discussions on the subject,” he
said on the proposal for hold-
ing simultaneous Assembly
and Lok Sabha elections which
the Government had been bat-
ting for. Countering the
Opposition charge of media
bias during elections, he said,
“Is media on sale. Was it on sale
in Tamil Nadu and Kerala
(where Congress and its allies
won).” The Prime Minister
also took the Congress to task
for its “clamour for credit”
saying why it was not doing so
in case of National Register for
Citizens as it was first agreed to
by the then Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi in the Assam
Accord.

With 22 Bills lapsing as the
Rajya Sabha did not pass them
before the term of the 16th Lok
Sabha ended, Modi said the
Upper House is part of the fed-
eral structure of the country
and the members must intro-
spect and cooperate in framing
of crucial legislations.

Parties which obstructed
constructive Government work
in the Rajya Sabha have been
punished by the voters in the
recent general elections, the
Prime Minister said.

Modi quoted former pres-
ident Pranab Mukherjee that
Opposition has a right to ques-
tion but not obstruct as he
sought protection from the
Chair to help Government get
through important legislations.

Taking a jibe at Leader of
the Opposition Ghulam Nabi
Azad, he said during the debate
some people demanded a
return to ‘Old India’ instead of
the ‘New India’ where tech-
nology is being used to ease
lives and end corruption. “Do
they want an Old India where
Cabinet decision is torn in a
Press conference, where Navy
assets are used for picnic, where
scams are order of the day,
where ‘tukde-tukde’ (separatist)
gang gets support of leaders,
where middlemen are required
for railway tickets, MP’s letter
is needed for gas connection,
where interviews are held for
low-level jobs such as peon in
a Government department and
there is rampant inspector raj,”
he said. The citizens of the
country are not willing to go
back to the old India, he said

adding the ‘new India’ is des-
tined to come.

Modi said while Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel was a
Congress leader, it is his party’s
belief that had he been the first
Prime Minister of the country,
there would not have been
any J&K problem. Taking a
swipe at the Congress, he said
Patel was their party leader and
they should at least once go to
the Statue of Unity in Gujarat
to pay homage.

The party should in fact
hold their Congress Working
Committee (CWC) meeting
there, he said. “Azad saheb
kuch din guzariye Gujarat mein
(Mr Azad please spend some
days in Gujarat),” Modi
quipped, using a tagline of
Gujarat Tourism.

On the Congress’ claim of
Indian economy expanding by
only $0.8 trillion to $2.8 billion
in five years, he said under his
rule the economy has expand-
ed by nearly half when com-
pared to $2 trillion added in 60
years of Congress rule.

Stating that water shortage
was a growing crisis, he said
226 districts have been identi-
fied where there is a shortage
and MPs should use their area
development fund to help tide
over the problem.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday said

he would reinforce India’s
strong support to reformed
multilateralism at the G20
summit, crucial to preserve
rule-based international order.

In his departure statement,
he said issues such as women
empowerment, artificial intel-
ligence and common efforts to
address challenges like terror-
ism will be high on his agenda.

The prime minister
emplaned for Osaka, Japan to
participate in the summit.

The summit will provide
an important opportunity to
reiterate and reinforce our
strong support to reformed
multilateralism, which is cru-
cial for preserving rule-based
international order in today’s

fast-changing world,” Modi
said. 

The summit, he said, will
also be a platform for sharing
India’s strong developmental
experience of the last five years,
which provided the basis for a
resounding mandate by the
people of India to the govern-
ment to continue on the path

of progress and stability.
He said the two-day Osaka

summit will also be an impor-
tant stepping stone for India
towards hosting the G20 sum-
mit in 2022 “when we usher in
a New India in the 75th
anniversary year of our
Independence”.

On the sidelines, Modi
said, he looks forward to engag-
ing with leaders of our major
partner countries on important
issues of bilateral and global
importance.

“I also look forward to
host the next Russia, India
and China (RIC) Informal
Summit on the sidelines, and
also to participate in the next
informal meetings of the
BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa) and
JAI (Japan, America and India)
leaders,” he said.
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From Page 1
The report released last

week, alleged that mob attacks
by violent extremist Hindu
groups against minority com-
munities, particularly Muslims,
continued in India in 2018,
amid rumours that victims
had traded or killed cows for
beef. 

He also said the US is
pleased to see the UN desig-
nating JeM chief Masood
Azhar a global terrorist.

Recently India voted
against Palestinian NGO that
supported terrorism at the UN
and showed rewarding terror-
ism is wrong, he said.

“India is more and more
standing up on world stage and
the US welcomes its assertive-
ness,” Pompeo said.

He hailed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and President
Donald Trump, saying they
are leaders who aren’t scared to
take risks and the two countries
are poised to do “incredible
things together”.
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Amitabh Kant was on
Wednesday given a two-

year extension as chief execu-
tive officer of the Niti Aayog,
an official order said.

The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet has
approved the extension of
Kant’s tenure for a further
period of two years beyond
June 30, 2019, that is up 
to June 30, 2021, on the same
terms and conditions, the
Personnel Ministry said in the
order. 

He was appointed as the
CEO of the government think-
tank on February 17, 2016, for
a fixed two-year term.

Kant was later given an
extension till June 30, 2019.



In a speech in January 1991, the then
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein had
invoked a popular idiomatic expres-
sion, exhorting his military and simul-
taneously warning the US against

intervening in his invasion of Kuwait by
threatening a “mother of all battles.” Hussein
had under his command supposedly the
world’s fourth largest Army with over a mil-
lion and a half in uniform and reserves —
a number larger than the US Army and
Marine Corps combined. Iraqi forces were
also battle veterans of the decade-long
Iran-Iraq war and had displayed complex
helicopter-borne assault-like commando
capability in seizing the Kuwait Emir’s
palace much before Iraqi armour columns
rolled in. However, there were clear chinks
in the Iraqi narrative beyond the presiden-
tial bravado. The sheer numbers of the Iraqi
forces, who were subjected to an unchal-
lenged pummelling of a 30-day air bombard-
ment that broke the country’s infrastructure
and spirit, are testimony. Ultimately, it took
less than 100 hours of ground assault for the
complete capitulation, destruction and
humiliation of the Iraqi retreat from Kuwait.
The Second Gulf War in 2003, entailing a
more expanded mandate to oust Hussein,
lasted only 21 days before the “end of major
combat operations” was announced.
However, the strategic aim of “containment”
was not achieved in either of the Gulf Wars,
yet the mainstream Americans believe in
their ability to bulldoze any military oppo-
sition in the Middle East. 

Today, Iran faces a potential military
action from the US following the latest esca-
lation of tensions with the shooting down
of a $130 million worth ‘Global Hawk BAM-
D’ surveillance drone over the Strait of
Hormuz. The ratcheting of mutual distrust
has been in the making for sometime, with
the Iranians and their proxy forces holding
sway in the multiple battles in the Iraqi-
Syrian swathes, Yemen and Lebanon to even
in the Iran-beholden, modern Iraq nation.
The sectarian divide in the Middle East is
increasingly tilting in favour of the numer-
ically lesser Shia forces, much to the conster-
nation of the US-supported Gulf sheikhdoms
and Israel. The decimation of the Islamic
State (IS) landmass and its conventional
capabilities has shifted the US’ focus onto
Iran in order to contain what it calls “the
leading state sponsor of terror.” Towards the
same, the US has unilaterally reneged on the
path-breaking Iran nuclear deal and rein-
forced crippling economic sanctions, even
though the international community
remains a mute spectator despite the glob-
al nuclear watchdog organisation, the
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), giving Iran a clean chit in abiding
with the terms of the nuclear deal, which
Trump accuses Iran of violating.

But Iran has not undertaken any military
intervention as done by the US (all inconclu-
sively) in the last 30 years in the Middle East.

It has simply put a lot more chal-
lenges. First, unlike Iraq, Syria,
Lebanon, Yemen or even
Afghanistan — which were
deeply divided and polarised
societies from within — Iran is
relatively homogenous and unit-
ed in its animus towards the US
aggression. Unsurprisingly, the
US-led sanctions have had a 
“catastrophic humanitarian con-
sequence” on the Iranian civil
society and has had no support
from any of the Iranian
Opposition leadership, inside or
outside of Iran. 

This is starkly a different sit-
uation from Hussein’s Iraq which
had well over 65 per cent of its
population composed of perse-
cuted Shias and Kurds, who
were happy to see Hussein fall.
Likewise, a theoretical US inter-
vention in Syria may just be wel-
comed by the approximate 90 per
cent of the Sunni population,
who are ruled by the Shia-
Alawite Assad Government.   

Similarly, any action against
the Shia-Hezbollah forces in
Lebanon may be acceptable to
other competing stakeholders
like the Sunnis, Christians or
Druze. Not so in Iran, which has
over 90 per cent Shias. Even other
minorities like the Kurds,
Achomis, Turkmen (barring the
Balouch) are also reasonably
integrated into the Iranian soci-

ety with no major discrimination.
This puts a rock solid block of at
least 110 million — 85 million in
Iran and at least 25 million co-
sectarian Shias in the contiguous
western border with Iraq — in
direct confrontation with the
US. This is demographically an
impregnable minefield for the US
to potentially penetrate and try
to hold ground. Thus, physical
land occupation of Iranian soil is
absolutely ruled out as can be
seen from the parallel fate of the
American military, in the face of
rag-tag militias in Afghanistan.
With 20 per cent of the global oil
traded through the narrow Strait
of Hormuz (24 miles wide at one
point), Iran could pose unimag-
inable asymmetric threats to the
US interests even if its consider-
able naval fleet of an estimated 15
submarines and anti-ship systems
were to be neutralised. 

Third, as the emotional flag-
bearer of Shias globally, Iran
commands considerable clout
and loyalty via its powerful prox-
ies across the world to inflict
severe damage on US’ interests
that could be thousands of miles
away from the principal battle-
ground. Some of these Iran-
supported militias have simply
out-performed the Saudi-US
supported forces and retained the
upper hand, even where out-
numbered. Even diplomatically

and geopolitically, Iran today is
not like Iraq in the previous two
Gulf wars ie, internationally iso-
lated, condemned and subjected
to multi-lateral sanctions — the
recent US moves against Iran
have not been met with enthu-
siasm in the European Union and
Donald Trump’s unilateralism
may not lead to an effective
“coalition” against Iran as was the
case in 1991 or 2003. 

US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo dashed to Saudi Arabia
and the UAE to muster support,
who along with Israel remain in
the forefront of the very limited
anti-Iran sentiment. Unlike the
UN-approved sanctions that pre-
ceded the US moves in 1991 and
2003, approval of other nations
against Iran in the UN Security
Council is extremely unlikely.
The possible realisation of the
cost of misadventure against
Iran may have led to the last-
minute cancellation of US mili-
tary operations despite being in
“cocked and loaded” status.
Perhaps electoral considerations
may still lead to a very limited
military action, but only that as
Iran is no pushover societally,
militarily, diplomatically or in the
present case, even morally. 

(The writer, a military veter-
an, is a former Lt Governor of
Andaman & Nicobar Islands and
Puducherry)
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Report most foul” (June 26).
It is an irony that the Modi
Government’s return to power
with the aam aadmi’s overwhelm-
ing support almost coincided
with the timing of the release of
the US State Department’s 2018
Report on International Religious
Freedom, which accused the BJP
office-bearers for hate speech. It
also criticised the Government for
reportedly protecting cow vigi-
lante groups. One wonders that
before taking a look at other
countries, why doesn’t the US
ensure equal rights for the Blacks
and poor in its own country?

Why do the Whites still con-
sider themselves a supreme race
and shoot to kill Indian and
their other citizens? Naturally, the
ruling BJP has termed the report
as being biased against the
Government of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi but even its own
response reeks of double-speak.
One has to agree that the BJP has
a habit of cherry-picking interna-
tional reports. Whenever there is
a favourable report from any
country, media or world organi-
sation, immediately electronic

and print media advertise it as an
achievement of Modi but when
there is an adverse remark from
any of such organisation, it
becomes “clear bias.” True, the US
report on “religious freedom” is
dadagiri against us and is a direct

attack on our internal matters.
But that is as true as Modi’s Kerala
election speech where he passed
the “where the minority is in the
majority” remark.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Report most foul” (June 26).
All such international reports,
articles and any other writings,

which talk ill about India, should
be taken with a pinch of salt.  

In 2012, when the Time mag-
azine dubbed the then Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh as
“underachiever”, the BJP, which
was in the Opposition then, pro-
claimed that the entire country has
been thinking on the same line
since long. Present Law Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad even
demanded  Singh’s resignation. 

In 2015, the same magazine
published another article titles,
“Why Modi Matters.” The penned
words of the article were sooth-
ing to the BJP. But only recently
before the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tion, the same magazine called
the Prime Minister “India’s
divider-in-chief.” 

Whether political parties
stand united on sensitive issues
within the country or not, they
must be on the same page when
the foreign media talks ill about
our country. At the same time,
Governments must be extra
careful to not give any chance to
the world community to point
fingers at us. 

N Nagarajan
Via email
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Having gone through media reports
about the recent incident at Mukherjee
Nagar in North-West Delhi, where

some policemen “thrashed” a tempo driver
after he allegedly attacked a cop, one is com-
pelled to wonder whether the usual talk of
police reforms is yet another oxymoron?
Normally, after training, a police officer is sup-
posed to behave with a certain amount of dis-
cretion and sensitivity as he may be quite raw
and not as experienced and hardened as some
of his colleagues. 

In the instant case, however, some police-
men were reported to have conducted them-
selves in a very unprofessional manner, draw-
ing adverse comment from all sections of soci-
ety. This takes us to the quality of training and
attitude of police officers who graduate from
training schools. It appears that one of the fun-
damental schisms, which has continued since
independence, is whether the police is a ser-
vice or a force?

The conflict arises from the fact that the
society has high expectations and considers
the police to be a public service organisation,
while the State continues to think of it not only
as a service organisation for the society but also
as an instrument of its sovereign functions like
law and order, public order and internal secu-
rity. Despite numerous commissions and
recommendations, the police organisation has
remained as it is. Sometimes it appears
strange that despite the police being a State
subject and each State having its own set of
rules, there is something that binds the police
into a homogenous entity as far as the
methodology of work and attitude towards the
public are concerned.

In this context, the Union Home
Ministry’s renewed efforts at giving a push to
police reforms must be welcomed. To begin
with, a country-wide competition to adjudge
the best police station was initiated. Police sta-
tions competed with each other on the basis
of seven parameters, which included among
other things, crime prevention, pro-active
policing along with public perception and
feedback. Some of these have, perhaps, been
included for the first time and give impetus
to the policemen to take into account the atti-
tude of the public towards the police and polic-
ing in general. Topping the Union Home
Ministry’s list was the Kalu police station in
Rajasthan’s Bikaner district. The second in
rank was Campbell Bay in Nicobar district.
Farakka police station in West Bengal’s
Murshidabad district ranked third. It is to be
hoped that such competitions will generate a
lot of enthusiasm and bring in the much-need-
ed fresh air into the police stations 
besides leading to the much-desired course-
correction.

Undoubtedly, some of these parameters
are extremely important and may even be fun-
damental to providing good governance to the
public. In today’s media-driven world, pub-
lic perception is vital for credibility of any
organisation. The police in particular — as
even a small incident like the one mentioned
— can be stigmatised and spoil years of hard-
earned reputation. At the same time, we must

also give a deeper thought to reforms, as
despite orders from the Supreme Court,
there appears to be an inherent reluctance in
implementing them in a meaningful manner. 

While the array of police reforms imple-
mented so far — to modernise the commu-
nication networks, mobility, IT applications
and weaponry  among others — has only
touched the metropolitan areas and the more
fortunate among the district headquarters,
large segments of our population continue to
be under-policed with the department unable
to provide even some of the basics in certain
areas. Visible implementation of such infra-
structural reforms, even though in a limited
manner, besides giving a modern and contem-
porary look, have resulted in a quantum jump
towards efficiency of the police besides lead-
ing to a positive perception among the pub-
lic of being progressive. But unless we address
the core issues, no amount of modern infra-
structure will be able to bring in fundamen-
tal changes towards the working methodolo-
gy of the police all over the country. 

The police and the public enjoy an ambiva-
lent relationship with each other. Even when
the police personnel are very friendly — hav-
ing a positive attitude and police stations with
a modern look — people become apprehensive
the moment they hear of the police procedures
and the courts. Police being integral to the crim-
inal justice system, almost all its actions have
to be ultimately placed before the judicial offi-
cers, as required by the code of criminal pro-
cedure and the various State police rules. 

As the number of cases goes up, not only
the work load of investigating officers increas-
es, it also adds to delays and pendency in the
courts, resulting in an increase in the overall
time spent on each case before its final dis-
posal. Such increasing work load and delays
deny justice to the people on the one hand and

on the other, it propels the stressed out and
overworked police officer towards rudeness
and offensive behavior. 

In the process, the common man suffers,
for justice delayed is justice denied. The Code
of Criminal Procedure currently in vogue is
basically a document of 1898 vintage. Some
amendments have been made from time-to-
time but the basic structure remains more or
less the same. In fact, most of the aberrations
in the working of the police find their origin
from this Code. 

As such, besides improving and mod-
ernising the training and other infrastructur-
al needs as per current and future projections,
the real reform will take effect only when such
administrative changes are coupled with
changes in the requisite police and court pro-
cedures. Today, a person is more concerned
with the police scriptory work and the court
procedures as he may have to make several vis-
its to the police station and later to the courts.
Such time-consuming and complicated proce-
dures bring a lot of negativity in the police pub-
lic relations. Besides, these have almost no bear-
ing on establishment-related reforms of fixity
of tenures and the constitution of Security
Commissions at the State or national levels. In
the current dispensation of procedures, hard-
ly any emphasis has been laid on expediting the
delivery of justice to the common man, which
in fact should be the top priority.

In order to address all such issues in a
comprehensive manner, roughly 20 years
ago, the Ministry of Home Affairs had con-
stituted a committee to go into various
aspects of the criminal justice system. This
committee had submitted a very comprehen-
sive and a meaningful report. The recommen-
dations were not only to expedite the deliv-
ery of justice, but also emphasised upon greater
involvement of judicial officers at the time of

trial to ascertain the truth.
At present we follow the adversarial system,

which no doubt gives a very fair trial. In the
inquisitorial system, which is followed in
most of the European countries including
France and Germany, the supervision of the
investigation is done more closely by the judi-
cial officers. It had been recommended that in
our prevailing social conditions, an adversar-
ial system with certain good features of inquisi-
torial system could still be adopted. Changes
in the basic approach to investigation were also
suggested. An important recommendation
was to introduce a provision in the Code where
any court shall at any stage of inquiry or trial,
would have such powers as to issue directions
to the investigating officer to make further
investigation or to direct the supervisory offi-
cer to take appropriate action for more point-
ed investigation so as to assist the court in search
of truth. Some changes in the nature of the bur-
den of proof beyond reasonable doubt were also
suggested. For some reason, this very useful
report was shelved after the change of govern-
ment in 2004. 

Ultimately for the benefit of the common
man, it would be of utmost importance to deal
with the criminals effectively and speedily by
expeditious delivery of justice. Accordingly, the
police reforms have to be two-tiered. One at the
level of the organisation and the establishment
besides training and second at the procedural
level, entailing a comprehensive review of the
code of criminal procedure and state police
rules.  In the current scenario simply increas-
ing the number of investigators or the number
of courts may not suffice as the need of the hour
is to introduce comprehensive reforms in the
criminal justice system.

(The writer is a retired Delhi Police
Commissioner and former Uttarakhand
Governor)
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Natural disasters, primarily
extreme weather events, trig-
gered the displacement of

nearly 17.2 million worldwide in
2018. At 2.678 million, India record-
ed the maximum number of people
displaced — that’s more than double
the 1.3 million displaced in 2017.
About 1.5 million or nearly 54 per cent
of the new displacements in India in
2018 were in Kerala, which was hit by
the worst floods in a century. 

Cyclones Titli and Gaja, which
struck Odisha, Andhra Pradesh and
Tamil Nadu respectively in October
and November 2018, triggered close
to 649,000 displacements. These sad
developments are a grim reminder of
how a deteriorating environment is

coming full circle and impacting us
adversely.

The depth of the issue can be
gauged by the fact that natural disas-
ters forced almost 17.2 million peo-
ple out of their homes across the world
in 2018. Ninety four per cent of them
left due to weather-related natural
calamities — cyclones, floods and
drought. About 84 per cent of these
affected people were from urban and
peri-urban areas. To understand this
in a detailed manner, nearly 1,600 dis-
aster events triggered new displace-
ments during 2018. Among weather-
related hazards, storms, especially
tropical cyclones, were a majority.
Geophysical disasters such as earth-
quakes, tsunamis and volcanic erup-
tions led to 1.1 million new displace-
ments in 2018, up from 758,000 in
2017 — a 45.12 per cent jump.

Displacements associated with
disasters affected mainly East Asia and
Pacific and South Asia. Both regions
are heavily populated and are highly
vulnerable to hazards. Sub-Saharan
Africa and the Americas were relative-
ly affected lightly but floods and
storms still triggered millions of new

displacements. Around 9.6 million
new displacements were recorded in
East Asia and the Pacific and 3.8 mil-
lion in South. Sixty per cent of the
internal displacements occurred in
China, India and the Philippines. In
these three countries, 10.3 million
were displaced by extreme weather
events. Such massive movement of
people affects the economy, too. Asia-
Pacific’s cumulative economic losses
due to natural disasters exceeded $89
billion in 2018 — slightly higher than
the 21st century average of $87 billion.

In just a year, the number of peo-
ple displaced due to extreme weath-
er events increased by 108 per cent.

Undoubtedly, the displacement bur-
den due to extreme weather events in
the country has doubled. India is the
14th most climate-vulnerable country
in the world. With 29 per cent increase
in deaths from last year due to
extreme climate events and the 108 per
cent increase in displacements in a
year, the burden of displacement and
deaths due to such extremes is rising.
This year India will be much more
prone to cyclones and floods, accord-
ing to the Inform Risk Index. 

Rapid changes in environmental
behaviour and weather-related devel-
opments have been long expected
since anthropogenic interventions

have altered weather patterns and
impacted daily lives. India, with
diverse climate conditions, is posi-
tioned to be deeply affected due to
extreme weather events. In fact, a slight
change in the rainfall patterns is
enough to derail rural economies and
send food prices soaring. These con-
ditions have already prompted an exo-
dus in northern Himalayan States
where traditional farming families are
forced to leave their long-inhabited vil-
lages as either drought one year or
flood the next year promise to play
havoc with their prosperity and per-
sonal finances, exposing them to
potential poverty if they choose to stay. 

On the other hand, untenable
agricultural practices have added to
the problem. Take the example of
Chennai in Tamil Nadu. The State is
reeling under yet another extreme
weather condition of drought and yet,
the farmers in semi-urban and rural
areas are still practising the flood irri-
gation system, which uses a lot of
water for relatively low yields of crop
productivity. These small yet signifi-
cant deficiencies are overlooked by the
district administration, which in turn

assume forbidding proportions on the
state level and cause enormous
wastage of precious water resources. 

India being the most affected in
people displacements due to extreme
weather events must take some imme-
diate steps to prevent the situation
from getting out of hand. Sensitive
geographical areas must first be
mapped and this needs to be followed
by a step-by-step action plan that
builds on past events and the precip-
itating factors that have played a
decisive role in exacerbating the envi-
ronmental conditions to the extent
that the disastrous weather events are
triggered. Unless innovative mea-
sures are put in place, India cannot
escape the penalties of a worsening
environment. The world is already
experiencing the aftershocks of climate
change and India, too, is increasing-
ly finding itself at the receiving end of
worsening conditions. How does it
overcome the odds and script a turn-
around will be crucial. The
Government has a pivotal role to play
and so does the common man.

(The writer is an environmental
journalist)
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The BSE Sensex ended 157
points higher Wednesday,

driven by gains in metal,
power and financial stocks
ahead of June derivatives
expiry.

Extending its gains for
the second session, the 30-
share index settled 157.14
points, or 0.40 per cent, high-
er at 39,592.08. The index hit
an intra-day high of 39,674.22
and a low of 39,319.64.

The broader NSE Nifty
too rose 51.10 points, or 0.43
per cent ,  to  f inish at
11,847.55. During the day, the
index touched a high of
11,871.85 and a  low of
11,757.55.

Vedanta was the biggest
gainer in the Sensex pack, ris-
ing 4.40 per cent. PowerGrid,
Sun Pharma, Yes Bank, Tata
Steel, HDFC Bank, Bajaj
Finance, ICICI Bank and
Bajaj Auto too ended up to
4.12 per cent higher.

On the other hand,
Infosys, IndusInd Bank, Tech
Mahindra, Bharti Airtel,
Maruti, TCS and HDFC were
among the top losers, shed-
ding up to 1.12 per cent.

Buying interest was seen
in metal, power, healthcare,
capital goods and financial
counters ahead of the expiry
of June futures and options
(F&O) contracts scheduled
for Thursday, traders said.

Domestic investors are
also hoping for positive news
on the trade front in the
backdrop of US Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo holding
talks with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi  in New
Delhi, traders added.

According to experts,
equities witnessed gains after
positive momentum was trig-
gered in the domestic stock
market on reports of swift
monsoon progress in the
country.

On the currency front,
the Indian rupee was appre-
ciated 22 paise to 69.13
against the US dollar intra-
day. Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, rose
1.17 per cent to USD 65.03
per barrel.

Globally, while bourses in
Shanghai, Hong Kong, Tokyo
and Seoul ended on a mixed
note,  equity markets in
Europe were trading in the
green in early deals.
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The UK Sinha Committee,
set up by the RBI on micro,

small and medium enterprises,
has recommended a financial
support of Rs 15,000 crore to
the MSME sector, which con-
tributes significantly to employ-
ment generation and has as a
hefty share of over 40 per cent
in exports.

The contribution of the
sector in the economy is cur-
rently constrained due to sev-
eral challenges affecting growth
in the sector, said the report
submitted by the nine-member
committee to the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) Tuesday.

The committee recom-
mended setting up of a gov-
ernment-sponsored ‘fund of
funds’ (FoF) of Rs 10,000 crore
to support the venture capital
and private equity firms invest-
ing in the MSME sector that
will support crowd funding
from venture capital and pri-

vate equity firms, which focus
on investing in the MSME
segment on modified terms
sheets developed by SIDBI.

“This would encourage
innovation in term sheets and
product structures,” the com-
mittee said in its recommen-
dations.

The panel also recom-
mended that a Rs 5,000-crore
distressed asset fund be struc-
tured to assist units in clusters
where a change in external
environment, such as a ban on
plastics or dumping, has led to
a large number of MSMEs
becoming non-performing
assets (NPAs).

This fund could operate on
the lines of the Textile
Upgradation Fund Scheme
(TUFS), which has been in
existence for many years. This
would be of significant size
which makes equity invest-
ments that help unlock debt or
help revive sick units, it said.

The committee also rec-

ommended introduction of
voluntary certification of
MSMEs that comply with pre-
scribed internal governance
standards.

The MSME sector has
emerged as an important sec-
tor of the Indian economy
contributing significantly to
employment generation, inno-
vation, exports, and inclusive
growth of the economy, how-
ever under the changed cir-
cumstances, it is imperative to
bring about changes in the
MSMED Act, 2006, according
to the report.

The Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises
Development (MSMED) Act,
2006, was enacted to provide
enabling policy environment
for promotion and develop-
ment of the sector by way of
defining MSMEs, putting in
place a framework for devel-
oping and enhancing compet-
itiveness of the MSME enter-
prises, ensuring flow of credit

to the sector and paving the
way for preference in govern-
ment procurement to products
and services of the MSMEs,
and address the issue of delayed
payments, among others.

For SIDBI, the apex finan-
cial institution for supporting
financing and development of
MSMEs, the committee rec-
ommended a more focused
engagement with state gov-
ernments for MSME develop-
ment and promotion.

The panel suggested use of
priority sector shortfall (PSS)
funds to create a low-cost lend-
ing window for state govern-
ments for infrastructure pro-
jects in clusters, civil works for
rehabilitation of existing indus-
trial estates and setting up of
new industrial estates.

“This would require RBI
approval and could be struc-
tured on the lines of the Rural
Infrastructure Development
Fund (RIDF),” it said.

Also, SIDBI should help

the state governments design or
operate schemes for equity
support, interest subvention,
resolution of stressed MSMEs,
learning events for MSME
entrepreneurs including field
visits to well-performing clus-
ters and support to the sector
to get onto the digital plat-
forms, such as
‘PSBLoansIn59Minutes’, stock
exchange listing and e-com-
merce platforms, among others.

The committee said the
MSME sector faces several
challenges. Formulation of tar-
geted policies in infrastructure
development, formalisation,
technology adoption, back-
ward and forward linkage,
credit gap reduction and time-
ly payments to MSMEs and
their effective implementation
has been a challenge for all the
stakeholders.

Recognising the sector’s
universal role as an engine of
economic growth and for pro-
moting equitable development,

the committee said India is cur-
rently one of the fastest-grow-
ing economies of the world and
the sector is likely to continue
to play a significant role in the
growth of the economy.

The RBI in its fifth bi-
monthly monetary policy state-
ment for 2018-19 in December
had announced to set up the
committee to propose long-
term solutions, for the eco-
nomic and financial sustain-
ability of the MSME sector.

Further, an increasingly
globalized world, marked by
competition and innovation is
posing newer and varied chal-
lenges to the MSMEs. The
increasing stress in the sector
is a matter of concern and
therefore, it was felt imperative
that a comprehensive review
should be undertaken of the
entire MSME ecosystem along
with global best practices for
suggesting measures for a holis-
tic development of the sector,
the committee said.
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Uttar Pradesh plans to com-
mission 1500 MW solar

capacity power plants by next
year, state minister for depart-
ment of additional sources of
energy Brajesh Pathak said.

The Centre has set a target
of installing 175 GW of renew-
able energy capacity by 2022,

which includes 100 GW from
solar, 60 GW from wind, 10 GW
from bio-power and 5 GW from
small hydro-power.

Uttar Pradesh government
has set a target of producing
10,700 MW renewable energy by
2022, Pathak said.

“We are confident...of meet-
ing our target in time. We aim to
generate 4300 MW through

rooftop solar installations. At
present, solar power plants
(totalling) 150 MW are running
successfully. Tenders for 1500
MW solar plants have been done
and by next year they will be
commissioned as well,” the min-
ister told PTI. Besides, a 32 MW
solar project is coming up at
Jalaun in the state, he informed.

The minister further said

there is immense investment
potential in the state while invit-
ing investors to invest in Uttar
Pradesh in the area of renewable
energy. To boost the use and gen-
eration of green energy, the state
government has launched Uttar
Pradesh Solar Energy Policy
2017, he said.

The policy aims to encour-
age participation of private sec-

tor and provide investment
opportunities to set up solar
power projects in the state. It also
aims to support in providing
environment friendly and afford-
able power for all, he added.

“Another objective of the
policy is to promote research and
development, innovations and
skill development in the state and
achieve the target of 8 per cent

solar renewable purchase oblig-
ation (Solar RPO) by 2022,” he
added. 

To attract investments in
the state, an investor summit was
organised in February 2018.
During a session in the summit,
Pathak had informed that about
46 MoUs worth over Rs 65,000
crore were signed for renewable
energy. 

Script Open High Low LTP
RPOWER 4.68 4.70 3.95 4.18
IBULHSGFIN 618.40 635.65 500.20 555.40
YESBANK 109.00 111.40 101.40 103.25
RELINFRA 44.30 46.95 37.30 42.75
RELCAPITAL 59.40 61.70 52.20 54.05
DHFL 61.80 71.55 60.00 63.05
IBREALEST 113.00 114.55 89.80 109.45
JETAIRWAYS 36.45 36.45 29.05 33.10
JISLJALEQS 25.75 26.50 18.30 19.70
SUZLON 3.74 3.74 3.30 3.35
IBVENTURES 266.00 272.40 208.75 251.55
TATAMOTORS 159.60 163.70 152.50 154.65
RELIANCE 1285.25 1301.15 1262.70 1277.50
ICICIBANK 425.00 426.00 417.40 419.90
PCJEWELLER 46.00 48.00 44.50 45.80
IRB 100.80 101.25 89.60 94.10
TATASTEEL 480.20 498.00 480.20 494.50
WIPRO 297.90 299.40 292.30 293.95
SPICEJET 139.00 139.20 128.90 130.25
PEL 1874.95 1899.00 1726.35 1742.75
SUNPHARMA 378.85 382.00 368.35 375.55
JINDALSTEL 156.80 159.75 142.95 145.45
HEG 1469.00 1472.70 1292.45 1318.95
L&TFH 118.05 120.15 107.40 109.70
INDUSINDBK 1420.50 1435.20 1371.00 1382.90
MARUTI 6499.00 6559.00 6382.00 6433.35
SBIN 343.60 345.10 335.70 338.85
ZEEL 343.80 358.15 340.70 353.20
GRAPHITE 415.95 420.00 382.80 402.25
WOCKPHARMA 377.55 378.15 335.60 344.65
TCS 2253.00 2275.00 2244.40 2259.90
INFY* 751.00 755.00 748.75 751.85
AXISBANK 782.00 789.25 763.75 771.25
BEML 859.95 864.40 777.55 786.50
PNB 75.40 76.25 74.05 75.35
KOTAKBANK 1473.20 1503.85 1473.15 1498.40
LT 1510.00 1529.15 1496.50 1505.50
DLF 174.85 179.55 171.95 176.50
VEDL 170.00 172.75 166.30 168.30
BANKBARODA 117.10 119.20 114.35 115.80
ASHOKLEY 84.50 84.70 81.80 82.85
M&M 632.00 632.00 608.00 615.25
JUSTDIAL 737.75 741.00 706.45 722.70
SRTRANSFIN 1054.95 1075.15 1041.00 1061.65
JSWSTEEL 262.00 267.60 256.00 260.35
ITC 276.00 278.90 275.50 277.35
ADANIPOWER 47.60 47.60 44.30 46.70
DBL 438.15 445.00 372.15 400.25
INDIGO 1668.95 1682.95 1590.25 1608.75
NAUKRI 2148.40 2196.65 1945.00 2015.30
HDFCBANK 2418.35 2443.40 2416.25 2429.45
UPL 1004.00 1004.00 937.65 950.50
BIOCON 244.05 252.50 242.80 251.00
POWERGRID 199.00 201.45 198.40 200.80
ISGEC 451.35 454.90 441.25 447.05
GAIL 310.00 310.95 305.00 307.90
CANFINHOME 350.00 362.00 345.70 347.55
MOTHERSUMI 125.65 127.15 123.50 125.25
BOMDYEING 107.00 108.70 98.80 101.20
BAJFINANCE 3530.00 3547.65 3500.70 3524.70
ESCORTS 540.00 546.35 519.30 523.85
IFCI 8.25 8.30 7.38 7.67
MANAPPURAM 143.80 143.80 132.80 135.55
SAIL 48.40 49.45 46.85 47.80
GRUH 294.70 297.45 279.55 281.25
IOC 157.80 157.80 152.90 154.45
DABUR 387.00 387.00 379.45 382.15
BHEL 69.00 69.50 66.45 67.60
PERSISTENT* 635.00 636.45 625.75 631.70
HDFCLIFE 443.75 444.85 435.95 437.00
HDFC 2160.00 2185.25 2158.50 2178.30
NCC 101.00 102.75 96.60 97.75
HINDALCO 193.00 196.20 188.50 190.10
ADANIPORTS 422.00 424.80 401.00 407.75
BEL 111.20 111.90 106.10 107.65
INDIACEM 95.80 96.40 90.00 92.20
IDEA 12.20 12.22 11.14 11.44
DISHTV 27.15 27.90 26.20 27.10
TITAN 1285.60 1287.45 1258.90 1274.70
GRANULES 91.65 99.90 90.20 93.30
CGPOWER 28.50 28.70 26.45 27.30
DMART 1341.00 1355.10 1317.60 1334.65
STRTECH 181.55 181.75 172.20 175.20
ICICIPRULI 364.00 368.90 361.80 365.30
J&KBANK 35.30 36.10 33.50 34.50
HINDUNILVR 1810.35 1823.65 1802.35 1811.50
BANKINDIA 84.55 85.70 81.90 82.55
PHILIPCARB 123.85 124.95 108.80 114.05
COALINDIA 260.00 262.40 255.30 257.35
SRF 3027.00 3044.25 2937.25 2976.00
ICICIGI 1132.00 1170.00 1117.60 1152.40
JPASSOCIAT 2.92 2.92 2.67 2.67
EDELWEISS 173.70 176.65 169.00 170.40
CANBK 263.00 265.15 255.00 257.70
NATIONALUM 48.40 48.80 46.90 47.60
BBTC 1030.65 1043.00 943.00 989.95
SUNTECK 447.40 458.85 432.25 442.55
HINDPETRO 302.00 302.70 291.40 295.90
TECHM 742.90 744.35 729.55 735.85
BHARTIARTL 351.00 351.00 334.80 341.75
IDFCFIRSTB 41.70 41.80 39.85 40.45
ABCAPITAL 91.55 92.45 87.85 89.85
KTKBANK 102.00 103.50 99.80 100.95
CHOLAFIN 292.50 293.25 278.10 283.35
M&MFIN 404.90 409.30 383.70 388.65
AUROPHARMA 627.80 627.80 607.85 612.65
NBCC 56.60 57.80 55.10 56.55
UNIONBANK 74.50 75.15 71.85 72.45
GODREJPROP 924.80 948.25 920.25 930.50

RAYMOND 781.00 788.05 729.00 740.10
AVANTI 358.00 370.25 354.10 361.25
RBLBANK 633.90 639.00 621.00 623.15
UJJIVAN 333.00 340.60 317.50 322.75
HEXAWARE 365.00 368.15 360.50 364.95
ASIANPAINT 1390.80 1396.80 1371.90 1381.75
HEROMOTOCO 2673.75 2673.75 2575.00 2607.40
BANDHANBNK 562.10 562.85 537.00 542.95
DELTACORP 190.25 191.80 177.70 180.10
STAR 415.45 416.15 390.80 395.80
LUPIN 710.00 711.50 697.30 703.45
RAIN 99.10 100.20 94.00 95.55
INFIBEAM 43.85 44.95 42.90 43.65
KSCL 453.20 455.20 430.00 450.20
FSL 51.00 51.20 47.30 47.80
MFSL 420.00 425.30 402.85 413.50
PFC 129.60 132.45 128.40 130.50
ORIENTBANK 93.50 94.40 89.55 90.95
WESTLIFE 304.60 317.60 290.00 292.30
VOLTAS 599.95 613.80 599.95 609.70
SPARC 123.80 124.00 116.60 119.50
FORTIS 131.10 133.50 130.70 132.75
TATAMTRDVR 77.90 78.85 74.10 75.05
BHARATFORG 438.95 443.00 430.55 434.70
APOLLOHOSP 1359.00 1382.45 1342.00 1352.20
ONGC 165.70 169.10 164.75 167.35
JAICORPLTD 103.45 104.60 98.50 99.80
FEDERALBNK 105.85 106.20 103.80 104.20
JSWENERGY 67.00 68.15 64.90 65.60
NMDC 107.00 109.35 107.00 108.05
AMBUJACEM 210.20 212.45 205.35 206.45
NTPC 133.00 135.20 132.20 134.60
GNFC 244.65 249.20 235.00 238.10
MGL 867.95 867.95 842.00 860.95
CADILAHC 231.00 238.70 231.00 237.85
SIEMENS 1260.00 1292.00 1230.25 1269.65
VENKYS 1770.00 1805.35 1680.00 1702.40
ACC 1530.00 1539.95 1486.20 1493.15
TATAPOWER 64.90 65.35 63.20 63.55
LICHSGFIN 541.00 556.15 533.90 540.50
TVSMOTOR 456.00 457.45 436.65 441.00
PNBHOUSING 785.20 793.00 718.85 763.90
APOLLOTYRE 193.95 195.75 186.95 189.10
HFCL 20.40 20.60 19.65 20.05
CEATLTD 911.10 918.85 888.20 897.95
GODREJCP 673.50 677.55 657.00 663.65
GLENMARK 533.80 533.80 505.30 509.55
GMRINFRA 14.85 15.05 14.05 14.80
TORNTPHARM 1521.25 1523.80 1479.35 1497.00
LAKSHVILAS 61.40 62.30 54.35 54.70
BATAINDIA 1403.95 1407.60 1382.25 1396.80
CENTURYTEX 950.60 961.25 907.20 926.50
IGL 341.40 343.15 332.35 335.20
BAJAJFINSV 8260.00 8306.05 8195.20 8254.60
RECLTD 154.05 157.30 153.50 154.95
TATAELXSI 874.25 875.50 846.00 849.35
TATAGLOBAL 248.75 250.00 243.50 245.20
PETRONET 233.45 237.90 233.45 235.25
BRITANNIA 2869.65 2905.20 2850.00 2875.60
DRREDDY 2590.00 2590.70 2538.10 2550.60
TATACHEM 625.45 625.45 605.20 609.90
RADICO 270.50 280.00 263.45 269.35
PTC 65.85 65.95 64.75 64.90
BAJAJ-AUTO 2873.05 2880.95 2804.00 2821.75
GRASIM 883.00 887.00 873.50 881.65
FORCEMOT 1402.00 1409.70 1366.00 1374.25
NOCIL 119.20 120.00 114.30 115.35
HAVELLS 779.90 788.00 779.15 783.90
SHK 129.80 140.00 109.15 137.60
SOUTHBANK 13.34 13.50 13.01 13.09
ADANITRANS 226.60 226.60 204.40 211.50
SYNGENE 323.30 324.50 315.90 317.75
MUTHOOTFIN 623.90 628.95 600.65 608.85
TV18BRDCST 25.90 26.00 23.65 23.85
EQUITAS 135.80 136.00 130.80 131.75
GODREJAGRO 512.80 512.80 498.35 499.30
SYNDIBANK 36.00 36.55 35.10 36.00
AMARAJABAT 601.75 604.75 576.20 582.00
JBCHEPHARM 378.05 383.00 375.30 380.05
WELCORP 140.00 141.30 135.65 136.35

SUNTV 525.20 531.40 513.95 519.50
GODREJIND 458.00 459.70 443.00 449.10
ULTRACEMCO 4549.80 4559.10 4435.00 4490.60
BALKRISIND 746.00 747.95 733.10 739.70
EXIDEIND 201.00 201.95 195.80 196.20
JUBLFOOD 1280.00 1288.10 1252.85 1259.70
CHAMBLFERT 177.90 178.60 171.10 174.95
INTELLECT 271.45 271.45 264.40 266.00
MEGH 62.30 62.75 60.30 61.15
INDIANB 261.10 262.50 249.80 252.90
BPCL 385.25 386.00 376.35 379.35
ALBK 40.45 40.65 38.90 39.65
PIDILITIND 1244.00 1261.80 1236.20 1244.90
OBEROIRLTY 527.00 536.00 523.00 534.40
ITI 87.75 87.75 84.20 84.70
AJANTPHARM 945.00 947.05 910.40 923.05
RCF 58.45 58.75 56.15 56.85
DCMSHRIRAM 486.10 514.00 486.00 497.30
PIIND 1216.90 1229.30 1173.40 1192.00
VGUARD 235.40 240.45 235.40 236.75
DEEPAKNI 281.00 283.00 272.65 275.05
IDBI 34.85 35.25 33.60 34.00
SBILIFE 704.00 708.95 690.00 697.80
BHARATFIN 895.75 903.60 856.25 867.15
CIPLA 549.95 552.00 532.30 533.50
WHIRLPOOL 1533.00 1548.65 1509.25 1517.20
HSCL 110.05 110.45 105.00 106.15
ADANIGREEN 41.25 41.80 38.60 39.65
JCHAC 1700.00 1717.60 1657.00 1662.75
JINDALSAW 81.70 82.30 77.95 78.40
LINDEINDIA 515.00 529.90 499.60 501.10
TATACOFFEE 80.50 82.50 75.05 77.00
RAJESHEXPO 691.00 707.20 691.00 696.70
ASHOKA 139.90 140.70 133.00 134.00
HCLTECH 1090.00 1095.80 1078.30 1085.20
NAVINFLUOR 748.00 750.00 716.95 724.90
PVR 1662.10 1687.85 1625.05 1638.50
AUBANK 685.00 695.40 666.00 681.30
JAMNAAUTO 53.20 53.85 52.75 53.15
CASTROLIND 142.00 142.10 138.00 138.40
VIPIND 474.00 478.00 456.20 458.85
RCOM 1.27 1.31 1.27 1.27
TRENT 396.55 417.15 396.35 414.75
DIVISLAB 1550.00 1553.80 1533.60 1540.95
OMAXE 202.35 202.35 199.90 200.20
COROMANDEL 409.25 412.40 404.50 408.20
TRIDENT 62.50 63.90 62.45 63.60
EMAMILTD 324.80 324.80 315.00 318.60
EICHERMOT 19840.00 20081.30 19700.00 19783.25
JUBILANT 483.95 485.00 468.00 469.75
HINDCOPPER 40.20 40.30 38.10 38.50
REDINGTON 109.90 113.00 106.80 110.65
DCBBANK 223.55 227.65 221.45 223.50
KEI 447.00 455.05 439.45 440.90
BDL 309.95 322.30 305.30 311.30
GSFC 95.65 97.30 93.05 93.60
AKZOINDIA 1776.75 1790.00 1700.00 1764.00
LTI 1759.10 1759.60 1729.80 1732.40
HUDCO 39.90 40.00 38.25 38.60
KAJARIACER 582.50 582.90 568.60 576.65
MCX 797.90 806.40 793.20 799.80
DCAL 226.00 227.30 216.30 220.15
ABFRL 203.00 207.00 196.50 198.30
WABAG 309.05 314.00 305.00 308.40
ABB 1545.00 1562.30 1540.70 1551.95
GUJFLUORO 1018.15 1018.85 969.50 1002.35
IDFC 35.05 35.25 33.60 34.35
CONCOR 527.30 537.80 527.30 531.40
SREINFRA 19.80 20.00 17.00 17.90
RNAM 220.10 220.85 219.50 219.65
IFBIND 785.35 788.60 755.85 759.90
FRETAIL 468.00 478.00 452.45 459.60
SYMPHONY 1200.00 1264.00 1199.85 1251.25
FCONSUMER 40.10 40.10 37.75 37.95
GODFRYPHLP 860.00 881.95 850.50 858.70
BERGEPAINT 320.00 321.00 313.50 316.10
WELSPUNIND 56.10 56.75 55.60 56.45
CUMMINSIND 738.65 742.00 730.50 737.00
PAGEIND 20247.90 20424.35 20100.00 20355.65
JMFINANCIL 86.00 86.25 81.50 81.90
KEC 323.65 323.65 310.95 314.65
JKTYRE 76.15 76.75 74.10 74.30
FLFL 444.00 444.00 430.60 438.05
MAHABANK 15.60 15.90 14.40 14.60
SADBHAV 258.00 260.40 251.75 257.95
COLPAL 1146.10 1157.85 1140.00 1145.40
INOXLEISUR 329.10 333.70 319.65 325.15
GREAVESCOT 142.65 144.60 141.00 143.60
CENTURYPLY 161.15 162.50 155.25 160.45
SWANENERGY 104.50 104.85 103.30 104.35
HEIDELBERG 195.70 196.40 181.60 184.40
UFLEX 242.65 243.30 235.10 235.95
INFRATEL 269.75 273.15 267.00 272.10
CUB 214.70 216.00 210.00 211.85
NESTLEIND 11500.00 11644.95 11464.50 11613.85
ENGINERSIN 115.10 115.25 111.20 112.90
NAVKARCORP 29.55 30.75 27.50 28.60
ISEC 218.25 221.10 210.10 216.40
FINCABLES 450.45 450.65 445.00 449.10
HSIL 255.00 255.35 236.40 238.45
NHPC 24.60 24.70 24.15 24.50
HINDZINC 234.55 235.15 230.25 231.90
GUJGAS 183.00 184.00 175.35 176.15
FINOLEXIND 503.05 504.50 500.00 500.30
PRESTIGE 266.15 267.50 263.95 265.85
MRPL 59.10 59.65 58.65 59.05
CROMPTON 232.15 233.80 225.05 229.25
STARCEMENT 121.20 126.60 120.00 122.95
NATCOPHARM 516.80 519.10 507.75 509.50
REPCOHOME 367.00 370.00 355.20 358.05

NLCINDIA 64.00 64.65 61.75 62.75
BAJAJHLDNG 3534.00 3624.95 3534.00 3587.45
SONATSOFTW 348.15 348.15 342.35 345.35
DEEPAKFERT 127.90 130.40 123.40 124.15
ALLCARGO 104.15 105.05 96.45 100.70
EIDPARRY 170.00 172.50 164.10 166.55
MARICO 366.40 369.40 362.80 363.95
CENTRALBK 22.50 22.70 21.85 21.95
VBL 904.95 924.35 885.60 891.05
FORBESCO 1850.00 1870.00 1742.00 1750.35
SOMANYCERA 432.20 432.20 415.00 428.05
JSL 34.35 35.00 31.65 32.25
TAKE 130.00 131.45 120.20 121.65
SANOFI 5425.20 5432.20 5400.00 5413.00
APLAPOLLO 1563.60 1569.00 1498.60 1514.55
RALLIS 147.00 147.00 143.00 144.50
AEGISLOG 223.05 225.50 213.30 215.30
ALKEM 1785.00 1796.60 1725.75 1742.85
HIMATSEIDE 173.85 173.95 165.50 166.30
OIL 173.70 174.40 171.85 172.70
VINATIORGA 2120.50 2147.00 2097.00 2108.55
LALPATHLAB 1106.00 1111.25 1070.00 1103.50
MMTC 23.70 23.90 22.65 22.90
ASTERDM 136.00 138.75 134.20 137.80
LTTS 1732.00 1747.95 1725.15 1730.65
IPCALAB 914.50 914.50 900.25 901.35
UBL 1357.50 1361.30 1340.95 1348.50
BLUESTARCO 761.65 797.50 760.00 776.70
NIITTECH 1327.35 1327.35 1300.00 1302.40
ATUL 4026.40 4038.90 3955.90 3976.50
THERMAX 1062.85 1073.50 1035.75 1055.95
KRBL 326.30 328.20 313.70 315.90
MINDAIND 325.00 328.90 311.90 313.85
RAMCOCEM 793.50 801.20 782.45 790.15
SUVEN 266.80 268.75 264.75 266.75
CYIENT 542.00 554.40 542.00 549.05
ASTRAZEN 1902.45 1935.45 1861.05 1902.05
PNCINFRA 205.00 205.10 194.10 194.80
UCOBANK 19.20 19.35 17.90 18.10
INDHOTEL 149.00 149.00 146.45 146.65
GUJALKALI 508.20 514.25 499.95 501.00
TEJASNET 160.00 165.00 155.20 157.75
GEPIL 850.00 853.30 831.00 835.65
BLISSGVS 158.00 158.65 152.05 152.50
MAHSCOOTER 4450.75 4532.00 4384.00 4419.10
NH 226.25 231.40 224.00 227.80
SCHNEIDER 90.45 91.10 87.55 88.35
SHANKARA 467.00 479.75 464.00 468.70
BAJAJELEC 506.10 512.00 500.00 504.55
CENTRUM 27.25 27.25 26.45 26.95
TATACOMM 503.20 506.25 496.60 499.85
PRSMJOHNSN 92.10 92.35 90.15 90.35
SOBHA 558.00 563.00 549.95 554.50
MPHASIS 966.10 982.00 964.80 975.70
MOIL 150.80 152.15 148.20 150.05
COFFEEDAY 220.80 221.20 210.30 213.40
THOMASCOOK 219.00 219.00 211.70 213.65
BALMLAWRIE 187.00 187.50 181.00 181.70
ANDHRABANK 24.15 24.15 22.80 23.20
ORIENTCEM 111.00 115.00 107.45 108.80
GICHSGFIN 246.85 247.70 239.00 241.05
PGHL 3951.00 4000.00 3943.50 3958.10
BIRLACORPN 613.10 616.65 582.10 585.20
QUESS 599.80 599.80 569.50 574.80
GLAXO 1245.45 1250.15 1235.30 1243.55
JKLAKSHMI 350.00 350.00 331.55 332.35
TORNTPOWER 246.35 247.10 243.00 244.20
ADVENZYMES 173.00 173.00 167.00 169.20
SJVN 25.00 25.00 24.35 24.60
KANSAINER 448.20 458.95 445.60 455.75
IEX 145.15 146.00 141.00 141.30
MRF 54625.00 54902.10 54370.05 54493.25
GREENPLY 163.00 165.00 153.10 163.60
CRISIL 1415.50 1420.00 1377.30 1406.95
SUNDRMFAST 532.05 540.00 532.05 536.45
TNPL 180.10 180.10 169.95 171.45
BOSCHLTD 16415.55 16480.00 16230.00 16258.45
ASTRAL 1334.60 1334.65 1270.05 1278.10
JKCEMENT 1002.00 1007.25 990.00 994.30
BASF 1358.15 1366.35 1308.00 1318.15
MOTILALOFS 694.00 694.70 678.35 681.10
CARBORUNIV 332.85 335.80 327.80 334.60
AARTIIND 1744.60 1749.10 1715.00 1717.65
JSLHISAR 74.75 76.35 73.50 73.95
KNRCON 285.45 290.00 283.00 288.45
APLLTD 479.55 483.00 468.00 469.50
LUXIND 1413.00 1413.00 1255.00 1260.45
JYOTHYLAB 162.00 162.00 157.00 160.10
CHENNPETRO 209.85 211.05 207.35 207.90
GALAXYSURF 1187.80 1204.00 1181.10 1194.30
LAXMIMACH 5225.35 5314.00 5100.00 5167.35
IBULISL 201.55 201.55 191.60 191.60
CARERATING 946.65 946.65 918.00 920.00
GSPL 184.85 184.85 178.55 180.35
SCI 29.10 29.20 28.75 29.00
MAGMA 130.00 131.45 129.15 131.10
LAURUSLABS 338.20 338.70 329.00 330.35
GICRE 210.20 210.20 206.00 206.75
TTKPRESTIG 6749.40 6749.40 6525.00 6562.30
TIMKEN 669.00 678.00 658.50 660.65
SUDARSCHEM 317.50 322.55 310.50 313.85
HERITGFOOD 409.00 409.85 398.00 406.80
NESCO 558.65 567.30 552.60 553.75
GHCL 239.30 242.15 234.65 235.35
PARAGMILK 245.00 245.00 242.70 243.90
SHRIRAMCIT 1439.40 1445.30 1359.05 1363.90
TEAMLEASE 2950.00 3032.00 2920.00 2935.25
LEMONTREE 67.30 68.15 66.60 67.25
ITDCEM 105.95 107.50 102.90 104.35
FDC 175.25 175.60 172.00 173.60

GULFOILLUB 888.25 903.90 888.20 895.65
CAPPL 403.00 418.55 402.10 404.30
SUPREMEIND 1055.85 1055.85 1039.00 1049.25
COCHINSHIP 387.00 388.60 377.60 378.75
MONSANTO 2268.00 2268.00 2190.75 2219.65
INOXWIND 66.60 67.00 64.00 65.50
GESHIP* 268.00 268.25 265.00 266.00
MINDTREE 972.40 972.75 970.00 971.55
THYROCARE 470.00 474.50 461.65 467.90
MAHLIFE 418.00 421.40 399.15 409.50
MHRIL 223.70 225.95 222.10 224.50
SHREECEM 20649.00 20649.00 20305.95 20423.90
LAOPALA 188.95 189.20 183.05 186.30
TIINDIA 385.25 387.60 380.00 381.30
GDL 134.90 134.90 126.90 127.20
NETWORK18 27.50 28.10 26.35 27.10
PHOENIXLTD 638.95 655.45 636.25 651.20
SOLARINDS 1200.00 1208.40 1160.05 1166.75
APARINDS 605.55 609.80 565.00 575.00
OFSS 3263.75 3270.00 3194.00 3205.15
ASAHIINDIA 222.00 222.00 219.00 219.00
KPRMILL 617.00 626.00 615.75 620.05
DHANUKA 389.95 396.15 385.15 388.00
MINDACORP 109.10 109.50 105.25 106.15
ERIS 488.80 501.20 475.00 499.30
TIMETECHNO 96.30 96.30 92.90 93.45
IOB 11.63 11.70 11.40 11.44
PFIZER 3151.10 3165.00 3138.80 3158.80
TATAMETALI 602.90 609.90 599.00 606.00
BAJAJCON 322.80 326.80 320.25 323.50
ITDC 266.95 266.95 250.10 256.30
ECLERX 874.00 874.00 854.55 864.75
GPPL 82.40 83.30 80.10 83.10
KALPATPOWR 510.45 516.00 500.05 506.05
INDOSTAR 379.25 379.25 355.60 360.20
DBCORP 191.40 193.00 184.70 189.70
RELAXO 847.25 847.25 830.05 835.00
BAYERCROP 3430.00 3430.00 3276.00 3293.35
MAHINDCIE 226.70 226.80 222.90 226.00
TVTODAY 259.30 259.95 247.95 249.10
NIACL 153.65 153.90 151.50 152.05
CCL 257.50 257.60 254.50 256.00
UNITEDBNK 10.05 10.10 9.75 9.80
SIS 938.75 944.00 898.00 930.70
3MINDIA 22138.80 22500.00 22000.00 22004.55
ZENSARTECH 251.10 254.10 247.00 250.00
ABBOTINDIA 8550.00 8554.00 8440.70 8476.85
TATAINVEST 863.00 865.70 850.70 852.00
GRINDWELL 575.50 579.00 571.00 573.85
NAVNETEDUL 109.00 109.00 105.10 105.15
GMDCLTD 73.25 73.30 71.95 72.05
JAGRAN 104.75 105.80 104.40 105.45
ENDURANCE 1189.50 1200.00 1180.50 1184.40

SHARDACROP 340.45 344.45 331.00 332.35
RATNAMANI 967.50 974.70 964.00 966.50
EVEREADY 75.00 75.90 73.80 73.80
HAL 687.75 687.75 675.00 676.55
CORPBANK 23.00 23.15 22.50 22.60
MAHLOG 495.00 495.00 485.00 489.25
EIHOTEL 166.70 169.00 166.70 168.40
SHOPERSTOP 474.65 476.40 471.75 476.15
PGHH 10667.00 10728.40 10626.75 10684.05
TRITURBINE 106.70 106.90 104.95 105.25
NILKAMAL 1213.00 1213.00 1199.00 1200.95
SHILPAMED 340.30 340.30 331.90 333.05
TVSSRICHAK 1868.25 1894.85 1855.10 1868.95
GILLETTE 7403.55 7408.25 7201.00 7302.60
MAXINDIA 64.95 64.95 63.35 63.60
NBVENTURES* 97.05 97.05 93.25 94.15
HONAUT 25086.05 25086.30 24760.00 24883.25
CERA 2930.85 2940.00 2901.70 2917.45
SKFINDIA 1956.70 1972.40 1956.15 1971.25
SUNCLAYLTD 2495.00 2495.00 2375.75 2411.00
GSKCONS 7690.05 7690.05 7618.00 7646.60
ZYDUSWELL 1354.75 1357.00 1324.55 1328.50
ESSELPRO 129.70 129.75 129.10 129.25
ELGIEQUIP 262.05 263.95 259.25 261.60
GET&D 230.00 235.70 230.00 233.65
VTL 1084.00 1084.00 1075.00 1078.70
WABCOINDIA 6113.60 6120.00 6102.05 6102.05
AIAENG 1707.00 1707.05 1679.15 1685.50
BLUEDART 2715.05 2726.50 2660.00 2688.15
SCHAEFFLER 4830.00 4841.00 4780.25 4798.50
MANPASAND 28.00 28.00 28.00 28.00
SUPPETRO 202.85 206.05 200.70 200.80
KIOCL 120.70 123.05 119.90 121.40
VMART 2326.60 2326.90 2227.40 2239.75
GAYAPROJ 160.00 160.75 158.35 159.50
SUPRAJIT 201.75 201.75 199.15 199.40
SFL 1275.00 1298.65 1275.00 1275.00
CHOLAHLDNG 475.10 495.95 475.10 489.90
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 11768.15 11871.85 11757.55 11847.55 51.10
VEDL 169.10 179.35 168.75 179.00 8.65
JSWSTEEL 263.60 277.80 263.35 277.80 10.75
POWERGRID 201.45 210.95 201.05 208.70 7.10
SUNPHARMA 385.00 403.55 384.65 398.70 12.95
HINDALCO 201.50 208.95 201.05 208.80 6.30
TATASTEEL 495.00 512.30 490.30 511.35 13.35
UPL 931.00 963.80 922.10 957.00 22.05
YESBANK 109.00 114.65 108.40 112.35 2.30
GRASIM 897.10 920.00 897.10 919.95 17.80
DRREDDY 2534.95 2587.45 2512.70 2580.00 43.95
ADANIPORTS 405.40 417.60 404.00 412.25 6.60
HDFCBANK 2424.70 2470.00 2422.00 2465.00 36.30
LT 1533.00 1563.75 1529.00 1557.00 22.00
BAJFINANCE 3569.85 3635.00 3563.00 3629.00 49.15
NTPC 139.50 141.90 139.30 140.35 1.90
CIPLA 550.00 558.80 548.00 556.85 6.80
ICICIBANK 432.50 440.00 432.50 438.20 4.55
BAJAJFINSV 8339.70 8437.95 8304.10 8422.00 75.85
BAJAJ-AUTO 2839.95 2881.35 2814.00 2867.25 23.55
AXISBANK 782.90 792.00 781.70 787.80 6.15
KOTAKBANK 1485.00 1496.00 1475.35 1494.90 11.00
COALINDIA 257.90 263.25 257.15 260.20 1.85
INFRATEL 269.00 272.00 267.50 271.65 1.85
ONGC 166.10 169.15 166.10 167.35 1.15
WIPRO 285.15 288.00 284.55 286.55 1.25
M&M 640.00 647.50 640.00 643.55 1.90
TATAMOTORS 160.10 162.20 158.75 160.90 0.45
SBIN 355.75 359.00 354.30 357.40 0.85
IOC 153.10 155.65 152.55 154.95 0.35
HINDUNILVR 1753.00 1765.00 1746.40 1759.00 2.55
EICHERMOT 19050.10 19325.00 19050.10 19121.10 4.25
ULTRACEMCO 4585.20 4634.00 4581.05 4595.15 -0.90
GAIL 311.00 311.40 307.00 309.25 -0.45
HCLTECH 1072.20 1092.65 1072.20 1076.60 -2.40
ZEEL 340.00 346.30 338.90 342.40 -0.80
ASIANPAINT 1360.00 1369.55 1352.00 1360.00 -3.10
RELIANCE 1291.00 1304.60 1286.35 1291.90 -3.95
HDFC 2165.00 2180.60 2153.70 2164.25 -8.55
HEROMOTOCO2577.00 2603.95 2557.80 2573.50 -11.15
ITC 278.45 278.70 276.35 277.20 -1.30
BPCL 387.50 393.60 386.10 391.20 -1.90
TCS 2265.00 2266.80 2250.00 2253.05 -14.75
TITAN 1312.60 1322.90 1306.65 1308.35 -9.80
MARUTI 6519.00 6557.80 6460.10 6468.00 -54.50
TECHM 721.30 730.85 716.40 718.15 -6.20
BHARTIARTL 350.00 352.00 342.55 345.50 -3.10
INDUSINDBK 1450.00 1452.60 1427.25 1433.00 -16.65
INFY 743.00 751.45 738.00 739.40 -8.70
IBULHSGFIN 612.00 622.90 602.05 610.75 -10.80
BRITANNIA 2805.00 2813.45 2700.00 2729.00 -78.70

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 26981.10 27304.10 26954.20 27246.30 217.85
SBILIFE 695.50 744.00 692.75 715.90 41.55
HINDZINC 230.60 242.10 229.90 242.00 11.40
DLF 175.95 185.80 175.30 184.80 8.55
DMART 1327.85 1392.00 1320.00 1390.00 59.35
SAIL 50.00 52.85 49.80 52.35 2.00
CADILAHC 230.00 240.00 228.40 238.25 7.85
AUROPHARMA 600.00 625.70 600.00 619.00 19.30
ABB 1557.05 1609.00 1551.00 1606.00 46.95
CONCOR 556.00 571.75 553.30 568.00 13.75
BIOCON 246.20 253.75 244.50 251.85 5.55
IDEA 12.05 12.45 12.00 12.35 0.25
ACC 1549.00 1589.00 1546.80 1585.00 30.45
L&TFH 112.40 116.25 112.10 115.35 2.20
BHEL 73.50 75.50 73.40 75.20 1.30
LUPIN 754.00 773.55 750.95 766.65 12.20
AMBUJACEM 215.00 219.90 214.50 218.50 3.35
BANDHANBNK 525.60 536.15 525.00 535.50 7.80
ICICIGI 1103.85 1126.00 1092.40 1116.90 14.90
BANKBARODA 119.65 121.80 119.15 121.60 1.60
NMDC 111.40 113.15 110.60 112.35 1.40
NIACL 149.95 160.10 147.85 150.30 1.85
PETRONET 241.30 246.60 241.00 245.10 3.00
MCDOWELL-N 558.75 572.40 558.20 567.50 6.80
NHPC 24.55 25.30 24.50 25.00 0.30
MRF 55300.00 56350.00 55249.00 56200.00 647.10
HDFCAMC 1947.00 1985.00 1946.00 1974.50 21.95
HDFCLIFE 438.00 446.35 437.00 442.35 4.85
SHREECEM 21453.50 22030.00 21410.00 21825.00 235.75
ICICIPRULI 373.00 377.60 371.10 374.40 2.30
HAVELLS 782.80 795.90 778.60 788.45 4.50
GICRE 208.60 210.15 207.55 207.95 1.05
PGHH 10771.70 10890.00 10721.00 10800.00 45.50
BOSCHLTD 16470.00 16686.25 16419.95 16536.00 66.70
ASHOKLEY 85.65 86.40 84.80 85.75 0.05
MARICO 370.10 373.90 368.70 371.50 0.15
DABUR 394.00 397.25 392.60 394.25 -0.05
SIEMENS 1261.00 1264.85 1248.55 1251.00 -0.35
BAJAJHLDNG 3641.80 3690.00 3605.00 3635.05 -1.90
UBL 1336.50 1348.00 1326.00 1335.90 -3.70
PIDILITIND 1228.00 1240.00 1215.30 1228.00 -5.55
MOTHERSUMI 119.00 120.55 117.40 118.85 -0.60
COLPAL 1130.20 1137.30 1125.10 1132.00 -5.75
DIVISLAB 1587.00 1611.00 1580.20 1594.00 -8.40
OFSS 3177.00 3209.00 3163.00 3185.00 -24.05
GODREJCP 675.00 683.45 662.60 670.05 -5.60
PEL 1881.00 1902.00 1865.00 1883.05 -18.10
PAGEIND 20652.00 20824.50 20364.70 20411.60 -301.90
INDIGO 1605.00 1609.85 1571.60 1578.20 -25.25
SRTRANSFIN 1123.00 1126.95 1087.00 1099.60 -19.35
HINDPETRO 291.80 293.80 285.65 288.80 -6.70
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In a major diplomatic win
and testament to its global
stature, India’s candidature

for a non-permanent seat at the
powerful UN Security Council
for a two-year term has been
unanimously endorsed by the
55-member Asia-Pacific group-
ing, including China and
Pakistan.

Elections for the five non-
permanent members of the
15-nation Council for the 2021-
22 term will be held around
June next year.  

“A unanimous step. Asia-
Pacific Group @UN unani-
mously endorses India’s candi-
dature for a non-permanent
seat of the Security Council for
2 year term in 2021/22. Thanks
to all 55 members for their sup-
port,” India’s Permanent

Representative to the UN
Ambassador Syed Akbaruddin
tweeted Tuesday.

A video message accom-
panying Akbaruddin’s tweet
said “Asia-Pacific Group
endorses India for Non-
Permanent Seat of United
Nations Security Council. 55
countries, 1 nominee - India for
non-permanent seat of UN
Security Council Term 2021-
2022.” The video message
thanked all the countries in the
Asia Pacific group for endors-
ing India’s candidature. Among
the 55 countries supporting
India’s candidature are
Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, China, Indonesia, Iran,
Japan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan,
Malaysia, Maldives, Myanmar,
Nepal, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, Sri Lanka, Syria,
Turkey, UAE and Vietnam.       

Each year the 193-member
General Assembly elects five
non-permanent members for a
two-year term at the UN high-
table. The five permanent
members of the Council are
China, France, Russia, UK and
the US.

The 10 non-permanent
seats are distributed on a
regional basis : five for African
and Asian States; one for
Eastern European States; two
for the Latin American and
Caribbean States; and two for
Western European and other
States. Previously, India has
been elected as a non-perma-
nent member of the Council
for the years 1950–1951,
1967–1968, 1972–1973,
1977–1978, 1984–1985,
1991–1992 and most recently
in 2011–2012 under the lead-
ership of former Ambassador

Hardeep Singh Puri. 
Early this month, Estonia,

Niger, St. Vincent and the
Grenadines, Tunisia and
Vietnam were elected to the
Council for a two-year term
beginning January 2020. St.
Vincent and the Grenadines is
the smallest nation ever to
secure a seat. 

Currently the 10 non-per-
manent members are Belgium,
Cote d’Ivoire, Dominican
Republic, Equatorial Guinea,
Germany, Indonesia, Kuwait,
Peru, Poland and South Africa.

India has been at the fore-
front of the years-long efforts
to reform the Security Council
saying it rightly deserves a
place as a permanent member
of the Council, which in its cur-
rent form does not represent
the geo-political realities of
the 21st Century.
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North Korean and US offi-
cials are holding “behind-

the-scenes talks” to arrange a
third summit between
President Donald Trump and
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un on the fate of the North’s
expanding nuclear arsenal,
South Korea’s president said,
four months after a second
meeting between the leaders in
Hanoi collapsed without any
agreement.

There have been no public
meetings between Washington
and Pyongyang since the
breakdown of the Hanoi sum-
mit. 

But the prospects for a
resumption of US-North Korea
diplomacy have brightened
since Trump and Kim recent-
ly exchanged personal letters. 

Trump called Kim’s letter
“beautiful” while Kim
described Trump’s as “excel-
lent,” though the contents of
their letters have not been dis-
closed.

In a response Tuesday to
questions by The Associated
Press and six other news agen-
cies, South Korean President
Moon Jae-in said that Trump’s
and Kim’s “willingness to
engage in dialogue has never
faded” and that their recent let-
ter exchanges prove that.

Moon, a liberal who met
Kim three times last year, has
made dialogue with the North

as a route to forging peace on
the Korean Peninsula a cen-
terpiece of his presidency. 

He has played a central role
in facilitating US-North Korean
negotiations, even if those
efforts have at times been over-
shadowed by the Trump-Kim
talks that he helped broker.

Moon said he doesn’t see
the Hanoi summit as a failure.
He said he thinks the meeting
served as a chance for both
Washington and Pyongyang
to better understand each

other’s positions and “put
everything they want on the
negotiating table.” 

“The success of denu-
clearization and the peace
process on the Korean
Peninsula cannot be deter-
mined by a summit or two,”
Moon said, adding that dis-
cussions in Hanoi will form the
basis for future talks. 

“Both sides clearly under-
stand the necessity for dia-
logue,” he added.

Despite the deadlocked

nuclear negotiations, both
Trump and Kim have described
their personal relationship as
good. When asked whether
Kim’s recent letter included a
mention about another sum-
mit, Trump said, “May be there
was.” 

“But we, you know, at some
point, we’ll do that,” Trump told
reporters at the White House
on Tuesday. “Getting along
very well. He’s not doing
nuclear testing,” he said.

In yet another reminder of

North Korea’s continued mis-
trust of the United States, its
foreign ministry said earlier
Wednesday it won’t surrender
to US-led sanctions and
accused Washington of trying
to “bring us to our knees.”

Kim has said the North
would seek a “new way” if the
United States persists with
sanctions and pressure. 

Following his setback in
Hanoi, Kim traveled to the
Russian Far East in April for his
first summit with Russian
President Vladimir Putin. 

Kim also hosted Chinese
President Xi Jinping in
Pyongyang last week for their
fifth summit since March last
year, and experts say the North’s
outreach to its traditional allies
is aimed at strengthening its
leverage with the Trump
administration.

Moon said he views the
North’s expanding diplomacy
with Beijing and Moscow as a
positive development in efforts
to resolve the nuclear standoff.

“China and Russia have
continued to play constructive
roles so far to peacefully resolve
the Korean Peninsula issue,” he
said. “I hope that China and
Russia will play specific parts in
helping the North resume dia-
logue at an early stage.” 

Moon didn’t elaborate
whether U.S and North Korean
officials had face-to-face meet-
ings and if so where they took
place. 
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The acting head of the US
Customs and Border

Protection agency announced
his resignation on Tuesday
amid a public outcry over
alarming detention conditions
of migrant children in Texas.

John Sanders, appointed to
the post just two months ago,
said in a letter obtained by sev-
eral US media outlets that he
planned to step down as acting
CBP commissioner on July 5.

Sanders’ departure coin-
cides with the revelation of
unsanitary detention condi-
tions for children at an over-
crowded Border Patrol facility
in Clint, Texas, a sign of the
increasing strain on resources
due to soaring numbers of
arrests at the US-Mexico bor-
der. The conditions at the cen-
ter in Clint were described by
a team of lawyers, doctors and
others who visited the facility
about 20 miles (30 kilometers)
southeast of El Paso.

Nearly 250 children were
transferred out of Clint on
Monday but a CBP official
said Tuesday that about 100
were being sent back there.

“The three-year old before
me had matted hair, a hacking
cough, muddy pants, and eyes

that fluttered closed with
fatigue,” wrote Clara Long, a
researcher with Human Rights
Watch who accompanied the
team.

“Children at Clint told us
they don’t have regular access
to showers or clean clothes,
with some saying they hadn’t
been allowed to bathe over
periods of weeks and don’t have
regular access to soap,” she said.

Sanders has led CBP since
April, when President Donald
Trump tapped CBP chief Kevin
McAleenan to replace Kirstjen
Nielsen as secretary of the
Department of Homeland
Security.

In a message to staff,
Sanders did not give a specific
reason for quitting and officials
told The Washington Post and
The New York Times it was not
clear if his resignation was
directly related to the han-
dling of underage migrants at
the border.

Trump told reporters
Tuesday he did not ask Sanders
to step down but “knew there
were going to be changes there.”
According to the Post, Trump
plans to name Mark Morgan,
acting director of Immigration
and Customs Enforcement
(ICE), to replace Sanders.

In an interview with CBS

News on Tuesday, Morgan said
he does not believe there is a
“systemic problem” at detention
facilities.

“I just don’t agree that it’s
egregious conditions, like a
systemic problem,” Morgan
said. “Are there issues that we
can improve and get better?
Absolutely.” US law requires
unaccompanied minors to be
returned to their parents or
transferred to Health and
Human Services facilities with-
in 72 hours.

But many of the children
held by the Border Patrol in
Clint had been there for three
or four weeks, according to the
team which visited the facility
on June 17.

Arrivals of undocumented
migrants at the southern US
border have surged in recent
months, with 144,000 taken
into custody in May alone.

“Everybody understands it
is not the Border Patrol’s job to
take care of children,” said
Warren Binford, a Willamette
University law professor who
visited the Clint facility.

“They are as upset as we
are that these children are
being put into their care
because they don’t have the
ability to care for them,”
Binford said on MSNBC.
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Hong Kong activists
opposed to contentious

extradition legislation on
Wednesday called on leaders of
the US, the European Union
and others to raise the issue
with Chinese President Xi
Jinping at this week’s G-20
summit in Japan.

Beijing has strongly
opposed such a development,
saying Hong Kong matters are
strictly an internal Chinese
affair. Groups of protesters
gathered outside the U.S. and
EU consulates Wednesday
morning to deliver petitions
stating their requests.

A spokesman said changes
to the Chinese territory’s leg-
islation could expose citizens of
all nationalities to being extra-
dited to China for unfair trials
and possible torture, reducing
Hong Kong’s judicial indepen-
dence and the civil liberties it

retained after the handover
from British rule in 1997.

Activists planned to pre-
sent petitions at 19 consulates
in total and planned further
protest actions for Wednesday
evening following an expected
vote of no-confidence in the
local legislature on the admin-
istration of Hong Kong’s Chief
Executive Carrie Lam. 

Government supporters
have a solid majority in the
assembly and the measure is
not expected to pass.

Lam’s push to pass the
extradition bills has prompted
hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple to fill Hong Kong’s streets
in protest marches, while small-
er groups have surrounded
government offices, the legis-
lature and police headquarters. 

They are demanding the
total withdrawal of the legisla-
tion and accountability for
heavy-handed police treatment
of protesters at a protest earli-

er this month during which
tear gas and rubber bullets
were fired. 

Lam has shelved the legis-
lation and apologized for not
better handling the matter but
has declined to respond to
other demands.

Several foreign govern-
ments, along with legal, com-
mercial, human rights and
media groups in Hong Kong,
have expressed concern about
the legislation as well as the
Hong Kong government’s han-
dling of the protests.

In a statement Tuesday in
the House of Commons,
British Foreign Secretary
Jeremy Hunt said he raised the
issue with Lam on June 12.

Britain urges Hong Kong
to establish a “robust, inde-
pendent investigation” into the
violence against protesters, and
will not issue further export
licenses for crowd control
equipment to Hong Kong

“unless we are satisfied that
concerns raised on human
rights and fundamental free-
doms have been thoroughly
addressed,” Hunt said.

China says it fully backs
Lam’s administration’s and has
rejected foreign commentary
over the protests and the extra-
dition issue as interference in
its internal affairs.

At a briefing in Beijing
Monday, Zhang Jun, an assis-
tant foreign minister, said, “I
can tell you that for sure the G-
20 will not discuss the issue of
Hong Kong and we will not
allow the G-20 to discuss the
issue of Hong Kong.”

Hong Kong’s government
“has taken a series of measures
to safeguard fairness and justice
of society and to block loop-
holes in the legal system. We
believe what they have done is
completely necessary and the
central government supports
these measures,” he said.
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President Hassan Rouhani
said Iran “never seeks war”

with the US, state media
reported Wednesday amid a
spike in tensions between the
two countries.

“Iran has no interest to
increase tension in the region
and it never seeks war with any
country, including (the) US,”
the president said, quoted by
state news agency IRNA.

Rouhani was speaking by
phone to his French counter-
part Emmanuel Macron, as
Tehran and Washington
engaged in an escalating war of
words following Iran shooting
down a US drone last week.

“We have always been
committed to regional peace
and stability and will make
efforts in this respect,” the
Iranian president told Macron.

US President Donald
Trump said he pulled back
from retaliatory strikes on Iran

at the last minute, rejecting
Tehran’s claim that the aircraft
was in its airspace.

But pressure mounted this
week with Trump announcing
sanctions on Iran’s supreme
leader and top officials.

The new measures are the
latest against Tehran since
Trump pulled out of a land-
mark nuclear accord between
Iran and world powers.

Rouhani blamed the
United States for regional ten-
sions Wednesday and said if
Washington had stuck to the
deal “we would have witnessed
positive developments in the
region”. Iran announced in
May it would suspend two of its
pledges under the 2015 deal,
giving the agreement’s remain-
ing supporters two months to
help it circumvent US sanc-
tions.

On Tuesday Tehran’s top
security official said Iran would
“forcefully” reduce further
commitments from July 7. 
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British prime ministerial
hopeful Boris Johnson

prompted puzzlement, amuse-
ment — and some skepticism
— with the unexpected admis-
sion that he makes model buses
by painting up wooden wine
boxes.

The former London mayor,
battling with Foreign Secretary
Jeremy Hunt to be the next
Conservative Party leader and
prime minister, said he par-
takes in the pastime to relax.

“I make things,” the 55-
year-old told TalkRadio in an
interview Tuesday when asked
how he winds down.

“I get old wooden crates,

right? And I paint them,” the
former foreign secretary added,
noting the boxes would have
typically contained two wine
bottles.

“It will have a dividing
thing, and I turn it into a bus
and... I paint the passengers
enjoying themselves on the
wonderful bus.” 

The unusual hobby pro-
duced an immediate outpour-
ing of global reaction on the
internet and among politicos —
ranging from the bemused to
the belittling.

US political scientist Brian
Klaas called it “truly weird” and
“so bizarre that it’s mesmeris-
ing”, while Australian broad-
caster Matt Bevan said “this is

exactly how my (three-year-
old) son would answer this
question”.

Opposition Labour MP
Owen Smith cast doubt on the
veracity of Johnson’s claimed
hobby.

“Is there anyone out there
who believes that Boris spends
his spare time relaxing by
‘making model buses out of
crates and then painting model
happy people enjoying the
bus’?” he asked on Twitter.

But others pointed out the
gaffe-prone politician has a
track record of sketching and
painting.

His mother is an artist and
Johnson became an accom-
plished painter at a young age.

A doodle of a bus he made
recently raised Pounds 1,000
(1,117 euros/USD 1,270) at a
charity auction.

Women’s rights campaign-
er Nimko Ali, a friend of
Johnson and his 31-year-old
girlfriend Carrie Symonds, told
Channel 4 television she had
even seen “what he was talking
about”.

“That shows how down to
earth he is,” she said of the pas-
time.

Leading Brexit advocate
Johnson has another, contro-
versial, connection to buses:
the campaign coach he used
to tour the country in the
run-up to the 2016 referen-
dum.



Agra, a city that is home to three world
heritage monuments, including Taj

Mahal, is caught in a dilemma between
development and conservation. The
tourism industry wants old structures
preserved to attract visitors but the
public demand for better civic amenities
calls for mass demolition.

To develop, you have to demolish but
heritage conservation requires maintain-
ing the status quo. When every corner
of the city has a monument or two, rais-
ing its tourism potential, carving out of
open spaces for modern projects is nei-
ther easy nor permissible under the strin-
gent provisions of the Ancient
Monuments Protection Act.

The state government has
announced plans to introduce Metro rail
to facilitate mobility within the city.
“When the work will start after extensive
surveys of two corridors, we expect large-
scale demolition in the old city,” said
Surendra Sharma, president of the Braj
Mandal Heritage Conservation Society.

“Whether the departments con-
cerned will allow or give no-objection
certificate for the project, and what mea-
sures would be taken to keep the dust
level, already touching alarming level,
from rising further remains to be seen,”
he adds.

The ecological fears are real as thou-
sands of trees could be chopped for the
project. They are planning the Metro rail
depot at the PAC ground, dangerously
close to Taj Mahal, says Shravan Kumar
Singh, an activist.

So much environment conservation
work is claimed to have been done in the

past three decades due to lawyer MC
Mehta’s activism, but the results are not
visible. The ground reality paints a dis-
mal picture as both nature and people
conspire to hasten the process of deca-
dence in this premier Mughal metrop-
olis.

River Yamuna is too sick with toxic
pollutants and is virtually dead. The air
quality continues to remain alarming as
an increasing number of vehicles spit
noxious gases, fumes and harmful emis-
sions. The suspended particulate matter
in the ambient air remains higher than
the standard for the eco-sensitive Taj
Trapezium Zone, spread over 10,400 sq
km. The green cover in the district has
come down to a pathetic 6.71 per cent.
Compare this with Delhi’s 35 per cent
and Chandigarh’s 45 per cent.

Of the 400 odd community ponds,
only a few survive. The irrigation net-
work, an extensive canal system that the
British left behind, is mostly encroached
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It is time to invest in and own
coloured gemstones com-
pared to traditional gold and

platinum, if a latest lifestyle
study is to be believed. And
around seven per cent of Indian
UHNWIs (ultra high net worth
individuals) are collecting
coloured diamonds as a passion-
led investment. India already has
a well-established wedding jew-
ellery tradition that celebrates
stones embedded in gold and
silver, so the traction here is but
expected.

Thanks to transparent val-
uation standards, the establish-
ment of institutional gemology
labs and active market transac-
tions, gemstones have come of
age. Knight Frank, a global
property consultancy, launched
its luxury investment index
(KFLII), which cited that in
coloured gemstones, a 17.43
carat Kashmir sapphire ring
was the top performer at
Bonhams’ London sale at the
end of April. Formerly owned by
a European noble family, this
Kashmir sapphire ring fetched
£7,23,063, far exceeding its
£3,00,000 to £4,00,000 guide
price.

The report focussed on the
increasing value of coloured
gemstones, seen to be out-per-
forming the wider jewellery
market and, therefore, increas-
ingly popular with investors
and collectors worldwide. The
index series provides data on
investments of passion, such as
whisky, cars, jewellery and oth-
ers, tracking each over time.

Experts say that con-
sumers are preferring
high-quality gem-
stones which are
rare and unique in
designs. Shishir
Baijal, chairman
and managing
director, Knight
Frank India, said,
“More than 100 per
cent incremental value
of the gemstones and
jewellery over a decade have
made them lucrative asset
investment classes, than just

purchasing it for its
aesthetic value.

Indian UHNWIs
are increasingly
making passion-
led investments in
gems and jew-
ellery. Much of the

rising popularity of
coloured gemstones

is due to growing
awareness and devel-

opments that have boosted
consumer confidence, such as
widespread certification, more
industry transparency and

gemological analysis.”
Talking about how coloured

gemstones are outperforming
the wider jewellery market and
therefore increasingly getting
popular among investors, Milind
Mathur, partner, Kohinoor
Jewellers, Agra, said, “Precious
coloured gemstones are gaining
prominence in the market of late
owing to their everlasting charm
and emerging trends among the
customers. The market for
coloured gemstones has flour-
ished notably owing to their
increasing demand. Their rari-

ty and undeniable allure are
what makes them truly stand
out. It is the colour, cut, clarity
and carat that play a pivotal role
in deciding their value and mak-
ing them desirable. On the other
hand, we have witnessed royals
adorning coloured gemstones in
the recent past and I think that
has also influenced the buying
pattern of the customers.”

Varda Goenka of Fine Jewels
by DIAGOLD has observed a
spike in demand for natural
gemstones like rubies, emer-
alds, blue and yellow sapphires.
Blue sapphire and emerald are
considered top quality and are
seen as highly desirable acquisi-
tions. Besides, such stones in
India have an auspicious aspect,
which makes for a value-added
choice.”

Andrew Shirley, Head of
Luxury Research at Knight
Frank, said, “The interesting
story here is that coloured gem-
stones are outperforming the
wider jewellery market with
some significant sales taking
place already in 2019.”

Jean Ghika, global head of
jewellery at Bonhams, cited,
“The rarity factor is an undeni-
able pull,” she says. “Potential
buyers are looking to expand
their collections beyond colour-
less diamonds. They’re keen to
seek out the very best examples
of highly desirable and rare spec-
imens, whether that be Kashmir
sapphires, Burma rubies or no-
oil emeralds, the likes of which
they may never find again.”

Oscar winning actor Leonardo
DiCaprio, known for his envi-

ronmental activism, has raised
awareness about the ongoing water
crisis in Chennai. He shared a pho-
tograph of a dry well on social
media.

Caprio wrote, “Only rain can
save Chennai from this situation. A
well, completely empty and a city
without water. The southern Indian
city of Chennai is in crisis, after the
four main water reservoirs ran
dry.

The acute water shortage has
forced the city to scramble for
urgent solutions and residents have
to stand in line for hours to get
water from government tankers. As
the water levels depleted, hotels and
restaurants started to shut tem-
porarily and the air con was turned
off in the city’s metro.

Officials in the city continue to
try and find alternative sources of
water but the community contin-
ue to pray for rain.”

Chennai has been facing a
severe water crisis .  While
Cholavaram (full capacity 1,081
mcft), Redhills (full capacity 3,300
mcft) and Chembarambakkam
(3,645 mcft) lakes that supply
water to Chennai have gone dry,
there is only 19 mcft water left in
the Poondi reservoir (full capaci-
ty of 3,231 mcft), according to the
Chennai Metropolitan Water
Supply and Sewerage Board.

DiCaprio, who works exten-
sively as a climate champion, had
visited India in 2015 to film a seg-
ment for his 2016 documentary
film, ‘Beyond the Flood’. He also
visited the Taj Mahal during his
trip. H-#*�
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Actor Saif Ali Khan says his ances-
tral home Pataudi Palace holds a

lot of emotional value for him.
Saif ’s brand House of Pataudi has

come out with its latest collection
inspired by the Pataudi Palace. He co-
owns the brand with Myntra and
Exceed Entertainment. 

“The palace is an architectural
marvel for many, but for me its home
and holds a lot of emotional value,” Saif
said. 

“It is interesting for me to see a col-
lection inspired by the hues of the
palace gardens. The floral patterns and
designs used in the collection inter-
twine with elements of the nature that
surround Pataudi Palace,” he added.

The Summer Palace Collection
brings alive the ornate beauty and
grandeur of the palace. It comprises
everyday Indian wear conceptualised
as Firdaus, festive with royal charm,
Noor and Riwayat for classic Indian
weddings.

Amar Nagaram, Head, Myntra
Jabong, said, “The collection is a
reflection of the opulence and
grandeur surrounding the Pataudi
palace and is a royal treat for patrons
of ethnic wear.” 
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upon. The six tributaries of
Yamuna in the district remain
choked with garbage and
sludge round the year.

Over the years, the cumu-
lative impact of various mea-
sures initiated has been neu-
tralised by massive construc-
tion, concretisation, denuda-
tion, urbanisation and sub-
stantial increase in the num-
ber of vehicles. 

Additionally, the Yamuna
Expressway and the Agra
Lucknow Expressway has
resulted in reduction of the
green cover and increased
road traffic.

City planners are con-
fused whether Agra has to be
conserved as a heritage city or
to graduate it to a higher level
as a smart city.

Many people have sug-

gested that the central govern-
ment work out some institu-
tional arrangement to prevent
conflicting perspectives and
action plans. 

At present, there is the
Mission Management Board,
the Taj Trapezium Zone
Authority, the central and
state pollution control boards,
the municipal corporation,
the district board and the
Agra Development Authority,
each with its own set of pri-
orities and levels of account-
ability. Though no one can
claim a clear vision for the
city, a hastily compiled volu-
minous document, the Agra
Heritage Vision has been sub-
mitted to the Supreme Court
and is likely to be adopted
soon.
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There is no doubt that the
society that we live in is
surrounded with conflicts

and is pillored with many
predicaments. For
instance, there is
communal discord
at ignition point
which flares up even
at the slightest show
of heat.

There are
casteist tensions that
rise to the point of
flash at the slightest
provocation. There
is grave dissidence
and internal strife in
every ruling party
that keep the party
bosses on tenter-
hooks. The morbid
intra-party fights for
capturing levers of
power is an ongoing
thing. All these promote polit-
ical instability and uncertainty
and keep people constantly
guessing. These incite obliging
shop-keepers to pull down their
shutters every other day at the
call of one or the other party for
some kind of  protest or as they
call it, bandh.

This provides enough grit to
the mills of the media that
work overtime to rake up the
rubble and keep institutions
and groups astir. There are
extremists in every directions
that keep a substantial number
of the military forces tied up
with the problem of internal
security. There are exploiters
galore in the market place who
gobble up huge amounts of
public money without any feel-
ing of remorse. 

The society, it seems, is liv-
ing on the wages of sin and there
are vested interests everywhere.
It seems that the administrative
machinery, at most places, is
gradually grinding to a halt
and the bureaucracy is unmind-
ful of the tears of the deprived
classes. The judicial system is
trying its best to give justice via
fast track courts. The youth
seem to have ceased to be
inspired by lofty ideals. It also
appears that though the percent-
age of literates is rising, moral
illiteracy is increasing and those
who frame educational policy
are in a quandary. 

The police are reported to

be sometimes siding with hood-
lums and abetting the crime. A
large section of the public has
started behaving like rabble-

rousers. Business and industry,
in pursuit of high profits and in
face of hard competition,  have
been losing their grip on integri-
ty. There is nothing left but only
unabashed selfishness. Religious
discourse has lost its impact and
essence. Where is our society
going ? What is to be done? Is
there any light at the end of the
tunnel?

A clear thinking would
lead us to the conclusion that
only six steps, taken in time, can
save us from the impending
peril. To start with, the timely
realisation that our own bene-
fit lies in the betterment of all,
that the goal of our life is nei-
ther blind power nor ill-earned
money, position or property but
happiness and peace that comes
from a clear conscience and
from the concern for the well-
being of others, that we have a
responsibility for our actions .

Hence if we neglect our
duty, we will incur sorrow for
our own selves sooner or later,
that we have not descended
from apes but from divine
ancestory and, so, we should
awaken our inherent divine
potential. We must bring love
and moral values in our rela-
tionships and lastly  universal
love in our relationships can
come from the realisation of our
real identity. We are souls, chil-
dren of god, and are, therefore,
brothers. This is the six-point
formula for universal harmony.

(�����	��
��� �����	������
���	����	��	���	����	�	�������	&������
���	����������	�����	���	��&&���
���	&����	����	����	����	�	�����
���������	���	����	���	�������	���
���	����������	��	������	��	,�4<90 
3,�8+�
A+�, � 
A� 4 



"���� 3 ,+ �08�+

Pakistan kept their hopes of a
World Cup semi-final place alive

as they moved to within a point of
England with a six-wicket victory
over New Zealand.

Babar Azam's century saw
Pakistan home in front of a parti-
san crowd at Edgbaston after
Shaheen Afridi had ripped through
New Zealand's top order.

But Pakistan's win with five balls
to spare leaves hosts and pre-tour-
nament favourites England in more
danger.

Earlier, Jimmy Neesham and
Colin de Grandhomme hit fighting
half-centuries as New Zealand post-
ed 237 for six after Shaheen Shah
Afridi's three-wicket burst left them
in a perilous position.

Neesham finished with a career-
best one-day international score of
97 not out, hitting a six off the final
ball, while De Grandhomme scored
64 to give their unbeaten team side
a defensible total at Edgbaston.

The pair, who came together at
83-5, added 132 for the sixth wick-
et, repairing the damage after a col-
lapse following Kane Williamson's
decision to bat in overcast condi-
tions in Birmingham.

Teenager Shaheen, who fin-
ished with figures of 3-28 in his 10
overs, wrecked the New Zealand top
order, taking three wickets in 20
balls as Pakistan looked for a cru-
cial victory following their win
against South Africa.

Neesham, whose previous high-
est ODI score was 74, hit five fours
and three sixes in his sixth ODI fifty
and was ably supported by De
Grandhomme.

Despite New Zealand's fight-

back, Pakistan coach Mickey Arthur
said he was confident his side could
win the match and stay in the hunt
for a semi-final place.

"Shaheen Afridi is only 19,
we've got to understand that. Today
he was outstanding, he asked a lot
of questions," he said.

"Jimmy Neesham and Colin de
Grandhomme played well. I thought
we kept them at bay pretty well. I
think there's always going to be a
partnership, it's that sort of wicket,
but they showed us how to play on
the wicket. I'm backing us to chase
that total."

New Zealand were wobbling
badly when the in-form Williamson
was dismissed by leg-spinner
Shadab Khan, who enticed the cap-
tain into giving an edge to wicket-
keeper Sarfaraz Ahmed when he
was on 41.

Williamson, who had scored

centuries in each of his previous
innings, put on 37 for the fifth wick-
et with Neesham after New Zealand
had slipped to 46-4.

Mohammad Amir was first to
strike, bowling Martin Guptill with
the New Zealand score on five
before Shaheen had opener Colin
Munro (12) caught by Haris Sohail
in the slips.

Ross Taylor edged a Shaheen
delivery to Sarfaraz and Tom
Latham departed in similar fashion.

Overnight rain delayed the start
by an hour but the umpires decid-
ed the match would remain at 50
overs per side.

New Zealand, who are second
in the 10-team table with 11 points,
kept the same team for the fifth
match in a row.

Pakistan, who are seventh, with
five points, also kept faith with the
team that beat South Africa at
Lord's on Sunday.
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Spanish midfielder David Silva
has confirmed he will leave
Manchester City at the end of
next season when his contract
expires.

Silva is one of City’s most
decorated players of all-time
having won four Premier
League titles, two FA Cups and
four League Cups since joining
from Valencia in 2010.

He scored his 71st goal in
396 appearances so far for the
English champions in the FA
Cup final last month as City
completed a first ever domes-
tic treble in English football.

However, the 33-year-old
believes completing a decade in
Manchester is the perfect time
to step away.

“This is the last one,” Silva
told reporters in his native
Gran Canaria. “Ten years for
me is enough. It’s the perfect
time for me. 

“Initially, City were talking

about two years, but I decided
to sign another one, so I fin-
ished at 10 years.

“It completes the cycle. It’s
a nice round figure. I can
never see myself playing against
City for another team. So 10
years — that’s it.” 

Silva missed chunks of
City’s title-winning 2017/18
season to return to Spain where
his pre-mature born son Mateo
was being treated in hospital.

Mateo has since recovered
and was in attendance for City’s
first home game of this season
in August, when Silva scored in
a 6-1 rout of Huddersfield.

However, Silva has previ-
ously spoken of his desire to
return to Spain for family rea-

sons when his City career
comes to an end. 

Meanwhile in an another
report, Bayern Munich will
consider a move for Barcelona
winger Ousmane Dembele if
they fail to sign Leroy Sane
from Manchester City, Bild
newspaper reported on
Wednesday.

With veteran wingers
Arjen Robben and Franck
Ribery leaving the club, Bayern
had targeted Germany interna-
tional Sane as they look to bol-
ster their attack ahead of next
season.

"If the Sane transfer fails,
Bayern also have Ousmane
Dembele on their list," wrote
Bild. 
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Alast-minute Lieke Martens
penalty took the

Netherlands through to the
women’s World Cup quarter-
finals as they joined Italy in the
last eight, confirming Europe’s
supremacy at the tournament
and ending Asian interest
already.

The Dutch on Tuesday
scraped past Japan 2-1 to set
up a quarter-final on Saturday
in Valenciennes against the
Italians, who had beaten China
2-0 earlier in the day thanks to
goals from Valentina Giacinti
and Aurora Galli.

Those results mean seven
of the eight quarter-finalists in
France are European, with
holders and favourites the
United States the sole excep-
tion. There had never previ-
ously been more than five
European sides in the last
eight of a women’s World Cup.

Such an early exit is partic-
ularly painful for Japan, who
won the World Cup in 2011
and were beaten finalists four
years ago in Canada.

The Nadeshiko had their
hearts broken in Rennes as

Barcelona star Martens con-
verted a 90th-minute spot-
kick awarded after a Vivianne
Miedema shot had struck the
arm of captain Saki Kumagai
in the box.

The European champions,
who lost by the same scoreline
to Japan at the same last-16
stage in 2015, are through to
the quarter-finals for the first
time.

“It is history that we have
made. We are really proud
about that but we are not
done yet here. We are really
looking forward to the next
game and we hope we can sur-
prise more,” said Martens.

She had given the
Netherlands a 17th-minute
lead with a superb backheel
flick into the net from a
Sherida Spitse corner, but
Japan equalised just prior to
half-time when Mana
Iwabuchi supplied Yui
Hasegawa to fire high into the
net.

Japan had hit the post
before that through Yuika
Sugasawa, and Hina Sugita
smashed a shot off the under-
side of the crossbar during a
second half in which Japan

were superior.
Extra time was looming

when the Honduran referee
penalised Kumagai, who could
do nothing to get out of the
way of a shot that was never-
theless heading towards the
target.

Japan will now look ahead
to the Olympics in Tokyo next
year after joining Thailand,
South Korea, Australia and
China in being eliminated.

It is the first time that no
Asian representatives have
made it to the last eight at the
women’s World Cup, with 1999
runners-up China going out
after a 2-0 defeat at the hands
of Italy in Montpellier.

A 15th-minute tap in from
Giacinti and substitute Galli’s
fierce drive three minutes after
the break saw Milena
Bertolini’s side see off a com-
mitted Chinese team and
match Italy’s best run in the
competition back in 1991.

“Today wasn’t a display of
beautiful football but the girls
gave everything and we were
clinical,” Bertolini told TV
station Rai. “To reach the
quarter-finals is hugely satisfy-
ing.”
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Twenty years after his debut,
Roger Federer will take aim

at a ninth Wimbledon title and
a place in history as the oldest
man to capture a Grand Slam
singles crown.

Federer, who turns 38 in
August, is already the oldest
player to win the Wimbledon
men’s title in the modern era, a
feat achieved in 2017 when he
was 35.

Australia’s Ken Rosewall
was only just past 37 when he
won the 1972 Australian Open,
an age barrier Federer hopes to
smash when Wimbledon starts
Monday.

“I love being around here.
It’s a good vibe. I have great
memories. My heroes all won
here,” said 20-time major win-
ner Federer.

“Every time I come back
here, I try to be like them.”
However, despite his lifetime
affection for the All England
Club, the tussle to add to his
London silverware has become
increasingly fraught.

His eighth and most recent
Wimbledon title came off a
straight-sets demolition of an
injury-hit and tearful Marin
Cilic in the 2017 final.

Federer was a force of nature
that year, not dropping a set in
the entire fortnight as title rivals
fell by the wayside.

Novak Djokovic retired with
an elbow injury in the last-eight
against Tomas Berdych while
Rafael Nadal was stunned by

Gilles Muller 15-13 in the final
set of his last-16 engagement.

Federer’s seventh
Wimbledon title had come five
years earlier with a final win over
Andy Murray.

His first six arrived in 2003,
2004, 2005, 2006, 2007 and
2009.

But 2017 aside, recent trips
to London have proved disap-

pointing for the Swiss star whose
first experience of Wimbledon
was an opening-round loss to Jiri
Novak of the Czech Republic in
1999.

In 2013, he was shocked in
the second round by Ukrainian
serve-and-volleying journey-
man Sergei Stakhovsky.

The next two seasons saw
runners-up finishes to Djokovic

while the 2016 campaign ended
with a five-set loss in the semi-
finals, blown away by the heavy
artillery of Milos Raonic.

Last year was particularly
painful for Federer, beaten by
Kevin Anderson in the quarter-
finals in a 13-11 final set.

“The losses hurt more, that
you don’t want to be on the
loser’s side. It motivates me to do
extremely well here because I
don’t want to sit here and explain
my loss.

“That’s the worst feeling
you can have as a tennis player,”
he said in the aftermath of that
loss to the giant South African
in a tie where he held match
points in the fourth set.

Despite that shattering loss
12 months ago, Federer will still
go into this year’s Wimbledon as
one of the favourites alongside
four-time champion Djokovic.

Having seen Nadal win a
12th Roland Garros to move
within two majors of Federer’s
record 20 for the first time, the
Swiss headed to Halle where he
won a 10th title at the grass court
event.

“To win 10 times in one
place is a very special moment
in my career,” said Federer who
now has 102 career titles, just
seven off the all-time record held
by Jimmy Connors.

It also made him the oldest
tour-level champion since 43-
year-old Rosewall won at Hong
Kong in 1977.

“Every time I’ve won in
Halle, I went on to play really
well at Wimbledon,” added
Federer.

“It’s never a guarantee of
course, but I’ve been on the Tour
for long enough to know what
it means.” 
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India’s Ramkumar
Ramanathan yet again failed
to crack a Grand Slam main
draw, losing the second round
of the men’s singles qualifying
event at the Wimbledon
championships to Poland’s
Kamil Majchrzak.

The unseeded Indian lost
6-7 (5), 3-6 to 11th seed and
world number 111 in one
hour and 19 minutes.

Ramkumar, who possess-
es a big serve and a lethal

inside out forehand, did not
get a single breakpoint in the
match while his opponent
converted two of the seven
chances.

The 24-year-old from
Chennai, ranked 154, has
been trying to qualify for the
main draw of a Grand Slam
since 2015 but has not suc-
ceeded so far.

The closest he came to
make the main draw was in
2018 when he reached the
third and final qualifying
round at the Australian Open. 
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Pakistan captain Sarfaraz
Ahmed says incidents like the

one in which he was compared to
a "pig" by a fan are hurtful but
there is nothing he can do to pre-
vent them and can only plead for
civility in criticism.

Pakistani fans have severely
criticised the national team after
its 89-run loss to arch-rivals India
in a World Cup encounter in
Manchester.

In a recent video that went
viral on social media, Sarfaraz,
walking in a mall in England with
his son, was stopped by a fan, who
asked him why he looked like a fat
pig. The fan eventually apologised
for his conduct after drawing
flak from all corners for targetting
the player during a private
moment.

"I can't say anything on this.
It's not in our hands to control
what people say about us.
Winning and losing is part of the
game and it's not that we are the
first team to have lost a match;
previous teams also have faced
defeats," Sarfaraz said.

Pakistan have kept alive their
semifinal hopes with the win
over South Africa in London.

"Had earlier teams faced the
kind of criticism that we are fac-
ing, they would have realised
how much these things hurt us.
Now, there is social media. People
write, comment and say whatev-
er they like. These incidents affect

the psychology of the players," he
added.

Sarfaraz is not the only
Pakistani cricketer to have
expressed his displeasure over
abusive criticism. Senior all-
rounder Shoaib Malik and pacer
Mohammed Amir too had urged
the fans not to indulge in person-
al attacks.

"While criticising, one must
not abuse. Criticise us on our
cricket but don't get abusive with
us," Sarfaraz said. 
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It’s amazing what Shakib
Al Hasan is doing, it’s just

unbelievable batting.
Shakib has improved a

lot because he was dropped
in the Indian Premier
League and had to practise
really hard.

Importantly, he knew
what needed to improve —
and he did it.

As well as being a fan-
tastic all-rounder, Shakib
also has the potential to be
one of the best batsmen in
the world.

When he started, he
was a batting all-rounder,
but after that he steadily
started to improve his bowl-
ing as well.

His partnership with
Mushfiqur Rahim has been
particularly strong in this
ICC Men’s Cricket World
Cup.

A good understanding
is really important when
building partnerships, and
they've been playing for

such a long time together
that they now know each
other inside-out.

Both are fighters, men-
tally strong and also smart
cricketers too. It's a partner-
ship that works well.

It was obviously a won-
derful performance by the
team against Afghanistan,
but especially Shakib.

The boys want to play in
the semi-finals and to do
that there is no other option
than to win games like this.

Watching the game, and
indeed other matches in the
competition, it’s clear to see
some similarities between
this Afghanistan team and
Bangladesh when they were
starting out.

Like us, their strong
point is spin, while the level
of performance is also sim-
ilar to Bangladesh from the
past.

Everyone was saying
before the game that
Afghanistan had superior

bowlers to us, but I didn’t
particularly agree.

In truth, I was expecting
a performance like this from
the Bangladeshi spinners.
Everyone knows that if the
pitch is turning, Shakib and
Mehidy are dangerous, and
so it proved.

Bangladesh play Asian
rivals India and Pakistan
next, but I have to say no
cricketer thinks about facing
their neighbours in any dif-
ferent way to normal; they're
just another opponent.

India have been a very
good in the World Cup so
far and came into the com-
petition as one of the
favourites.

Everyone is talking
about them, but that creates
an opportunity for our play-
ers. I’m sure they’ll be up for
the challenge.

Bangladesh can defi-
nitely take some lessons
from Afghanistan’s perfor-
mance against India where

they ran them close, but
everyone has different ways
of playing.

On that day,
Afghanistan’s bowling and
fielding was amazing, but if
we bat well and focus on our
strengths, we can do well
too.

It depends on the wick-
et and the situation on the
day but you have to play
what is in front of you.

India’s batting line-up is
so strong that Bangladesh
will have to be at their very
best with the ball if they
want to stand a chance of
winning.

That said, I believe they
can do it.

The team is playing
really well at this moment.
I still think that it will be
very difficult to qualify for
the semi-finals, but they’ve
created a great chance for
themselves.
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West Indies captain Jason Holder says
he is proud of his players but

wants them to put everything together in
a "perfect" World Cup performance
against India.

The two-time champions opened
their campaign with a convincing victo-
ry against Pakistan but have not won
since and, barring an unlikely sequence
of results, will be heading home after the
group phase.

Batsmen Shai Hope, Shimron

Hetmyer, Nicholas Pooran and Carlos
Brathwaite have shown glimpses of what
they can offer but have failed to win
games for the team.

Brathwaite hit his maiden one-day
international century in West Indies' ulti-
mately fruitless chase of a target of 292
against New Zealand on Saturday.

Holder urged his team to show fight
on Thursday against Virat Kohli's unbeat-
en side, who look certain to reach the
semi-finals.

"We've shown glimpses here and
there of what we can produce. And as a

side we just haven't brought it together
collectively more often than not," Holder
said at Old Trafford on Wednesday.

"And it hurt us in games before. So
tomorrow (Thursday) is another oppor-
tunity for us to bring it all together and
play a perfect game."

The West Indies' World Cup hopes
were hit by injuries to Evin Lewis and
Andre Russell, who has been replaced by
Sunil Ambris in the squad, but Holder
said the batsmen should step up despite
the problems.

"Injuries have definitely plagued us.
But I've been proud of them so far. I think
for them it's just a matter for them to
grasp batting on the international circuit,"
said Holder.

"And I think Shai has done a reason-
able job so far. Hety (Hetmyer) has shown

glimpses of brilliance, as well as Nicholas.
It's up to them to take it deeper. They've
got to be the rock and soul for our team.

"And they've got to set up games and
learn to close them out. And a guy who
has done that over the tournament is
(New Zealand captain) Kane
Williamson."

West Indies are languishing in eighth
spot in the 10-team table with just three
points as the group stage nears its con-
clusion.

"In terms of the squad, I think every-
body's upbeat for the occasion. Playing
India is always a big game for West
Indies, and we're looking forward to it,"
said Holder.

"First we need to finish the campaign
as best as we can. And our objective is
to win all three games."
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Chris Gayle’s swagger is
unmatched and the
‘Universe Boss’ shows

no modesty or pretension
when asked where he sees
himself among the pantheons
of greats in West Indies crick-
et.

“I’m definitely up there.
I’m definitely up there with
the greats without a doubt,”
Gayle, who came for an inter-
action after a request from the
travelling Indian media con-
tingent, answered it in two
straight sentences.

Gayle, who was supposed
to retire after the World Cup,
has reversed his original deci-
sion and will hang his boots
after playing a home series
against India, a country
where he enjoys manic fan
following.

“Like I say, I enjoy each
and every moment of West
Indies, playing for West
Indies. Like I said, it’s still not
the end. I still have a few
games to go. Maybe another
series to go who knows we’ll
see what happens,” said the
soon-to-be 40 Jamaican.

Gayle has had a roller-
coaster ride in the last two
decades for West Indies crick-
et when the performance of
the assortment of islands
reached an all-time nadir.

“But like I say, it’s been a
lot of ups and downs. I have
got to say I really enjoy each
and every moment. But we
share some quality moments
with some quality players as
well,” he said when asked to
reflect back on his career in
which he has scored more
than 18,000 international
runs.

He took a trip down the
memory lane having started
way back in 1999.

“I started my career with
the likes of Courtney Walsh,
Curtly Ambrose, you watch
them on TV and you realise
they’re in the dressing room,
it’s just a bunch of guys. And
Brian Lara, the first captain as
well, Carl Hooper. So it’s
some quality moments when
you look back on it,” he fond-
ly recollected.

“I’ll have to analyse it and
give you full details, a better
exclusive interview on that

particular moment, and then
you can take it further,” he
laughed.

“But like I said I could
not have had a better career
as a player representing the
West Indies," he added. 

Call it irony, his limited
overs jersey number is 333,
which again is his highest Test
score. The two triple centuri-
ons were absolute highs along
with a double hundred in the
2015 ODI World Cup.

“Two triple centuries in
Test cricket. Those two will
definitely be on top. A dou-
ble century in the World Cup
as well. But there’s a lot more
to actually talk about. But if
I get into detail it will be a
long list, to be honest with
you. But I’ll stick with those
for now,” Gayle said.

As he prepares to bid
adieu in the next couple of
months, Gayle finds Nicholas
Pooran as a “savage young-
ster” who could potentially be
a ‘mini Universe Boss’.

“Mini-universe boss,
that’s a serious name.
Nicholas Pooran is going to

be a savage youngster, trust
me on that one. I must com-
mend Pooran’s work ethic. It’s
fantastic for a youngster to
actually just come into the
team. And he’s going to be a
world record beater,” he did-
n’t say but declared.

He sees a future leader in
Shai Hope.

“And Shai Hope as well.
Definitely, he will have a big
part to play in West Indies
cricket. He’s a guy who actu-
ally may be a future captain
as well.”

Gayle is confident that
with the likes of Pooran,
Hope and Shimron Hetmyer
in the ranks, the future is
bright for West Indies.

“Definitely, the future is
bright for West Indies crick-
et, without a doubt. The likes
of Nicholas Pooran and
Hetmyer, his name has been
calling in all forms of the
game so far, for these guys to
actually believe and build on
start. Trust me, it will be
much, much better for them
within their career going for-
ward,” said Gayle. 
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Dashing West Indies
batsman Chris Gayle

will retire from interna-
tional cricket after the home
ODI and Test series against
India scheduled in August-
September, revising his ear-
lier plan to call it quits after
the ongoing World Cup.

Among the high profile
players in the last two
decades, Gayle will follow
the in footsteps of Steve
Waugh (2004) and Jacques
Kallis (2013), who
announced their interna-
tional retirement after play-
ing against India.

It is expected that Gayle
will play his final interna-
tional game, a Test against
India, at his home ground
Kingston in Jamaica start-
ing August 30.

The 39-year-old had
last month stated that he
would retire after the World

Cup but speaking to the
media on the eve of the
game against India here, the
left-hander said he has had
a change of mind.

“It’s still not the end. I
still have a few games to go.
May be another series to go,
as well. Who knows, we will
see what happens,” Gayle
said when asked about his
career which was supposed
to end after the World Cup.

When he was asked a
specific questions on his
plans post World Cup, he
did spill the beans.

“My plans after World
Cup? I may play a Test
match against India and
then I will definitely play
the ODIs against India. I
won’t play the T20s for
sure. That’s my plan after
the World Cup,” Gayle said.

West Indies media
manager Philip Spooner
later confirmed that the
assignment against India

will be Gayle’s last in
national colours.

“Yes, Chris will play
his last series against India,”
Spooner said.

It has been learnt that
Gayle's participation in the
India series was necessary
keeping the commercial
aspects in mind as it is
scheduled right after the
World Cup.

Also a Test match in
Jamaica and good friend
and former IPL teammate
Virat Kohli in the opposi-
tion ranks will be seen as a
fitting farewell for cricket's
greatest modern day enter-
tainers.

India's tour of West
Indies comprises three T20
Internationals, three ODIs
followed by a couple of
Test matches.

There will be two T20
games in Florida on August
3 and 4, followed by a third
in Guyana.
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Without doubt this was a
commanding perfor-
mance by a team that is
gathering confidence

and momentum at exactly the right
time.

Australia played an old fashioned
ODI game based around a solid plat-
form with the bat from the rock-solid
Aaron Finch and David Warner,
allowing the rest of the order to cap-
italise and construct a challenging
total on a pitch that more represent-
ed a Test match than a one-day game.

Coming against a quality attack
on the biggest stage in world crick-
et, Finch’s century was his best in the
green and gold.

He is at the top of his game right
now; mentally tough, technically
sound, focussed and trusting in his
judgement of line and length. He is
leading the charge and allowing
others the freedom to relax and play
their own way.

Together with Warner, they con-
tinue to ensure Australia is ultra-
competitive in every match by either
posting an imposing total or chasing

down any target.
Another to impress has been

Alex Carey who is a hybrid of
Michael Hussey and Michael Bevan.
Carey plays with the perfect mixture
of calmness and intent, assessing the
situation and pouncing on any
opportunities that present them-
selves in the frenetic pressure of the
final overs.

He shapes as a potential match-
winner for Australia in the back end
of the competition.

The Australian selectors must be
congratulated for the bold selection
of Jason Behrendorff and the faith
they showed in presenting him with
the new ball.

It had an immediate impact, with
Behrendorff producing one of the
deliveries of the tournament — an
unplayable late in swinger that sent
a bewildered James Vince back to the
pavilion and destabilised England's
chase.

His five-wicket hall was not only
significant for its impact on the
match, but his ability to swing it in
conjunction with Mitchell Starc will

have put all future batsman on
notice that their techniques will be
forensically examined.

England will feel deflated by their
underwhelming effort in a match
where they had a chance to flex their
muscle and show why they were the
pre-tournament favourites.

Perhaps this loss will focus them
as they now have no choice but to
win all remaining matches much in
the same way we did back in the 1999
World Cup.

They are capable but they must
locate the intensity and free-spirited
style that has defined their cricket of
recent times.

It was a match that showcased
skill and composure over brute
strength and power largely because
of a pitch that was fair to both bat and
ball.

It was a genuine contest won by
a team that knows its game plan and
believes it can go all the way.

England must now respond or
face elimination.
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England all-rounder Ben Stokes
insists that back-to-back losses

have not hampered their hopes of win-
ning a maiden World Cup trophy.

After a relatively promising start
to their World Cup campaign,
England suffered consecutive losses Sri
Lanka (by 20 runs) and Australia (64
runs) to find themselves in a precar-
ious position.

England have slid to the fourth
position in the 10-team standings with
eight points from seven games. The
hosts now have two tough games
remaining against India on June 30
and New Zealand on July 3.

“This is our World Cup. We’ve
had great support over the last four
years and we know how much the
World Cup means to fans and we
know that as players as well. It’s one
of the biggest times and greatest
times to be a cricketer, which is to rep-
resent your country at a World Cup,”
Stokes said after the defeat against
Australia on Tuesday.

“But we are not going to take a
backwards step and, as I’ve said, this
is our World Cup and we are going to
go about it how we want to,” he added.

In both the defeats against Sri
Lanka and Australia, Stokes played a
fine hand and very nearly got England
home with knocks of unbeaten 82 and
89 respectively.

“I think it’s just disappointing, los-
ing. Everyone tries to go out there and
play knocks to get over the line for the
team. It always feels nice getting runs
and stuff like that, but it counts for
nothing when you can't get over the
line,” said Stokes.

“But normally we have two or
three guys in the order who can do
that. We have to really dig deep in
these last couple of games here, not go
back on how we know we play well.”

Incidentally the losses against Sri
Lanka and Australia were England’s
first back-to-back defeats in ODIs on
home soil since 2015.

England now face a daunting task
of upstaging India in their penultimate
league game to keep their semifinal
hopes alive.

“I think we just need to take these
last two games as they come. It could
be completely different conditions to
what we faced here. We know what we
are going to do going in with our plans
and then it’s all about adjusting once
the game starts,” Stokes said.

“We’ve got a great record against
India in England, but we’ll just have
to wait and see what conditions we’re
faced with, but they are another team
who are in good form, so hopefully we
can bring our best game.”
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Australia became the first side
to book a semifinal berth in

the World Cup but team’s pace
spearhead Mitchell Starc said the
defending champions can’t afford
to take their foot off the gas ahead
of the knock-out stage.

“There’s a lot of cricket to
come before semifinal time. We’ve
got two really important games but
playing here at Lord’s where the
final is going to be has given us
confidence,” Starc said.

“We've got another game here
against New Zealand, which is
going to be tough. They’re playing
some fantastic cricket and they’ve
really gone under the radar.
Nobody’s really spoken too much
about them and they keep winning
games.

Starc, who returned with
impressive figures of 8.4-1-43-4,
showered accolades on left-arm
pace colleague Jason Behrendorff
(5/44), who took a five-for in only
his second World Cup match.

“Dorff bowled awesome, beau-
tifully, and deserved his five wick-
ets — and it’s great to see him do
so well here at Lord's against
England. I’ve bowled a fair bit with
Mitchell Johnson in the past and
this showed again day before yes-
terday that there’s no reason why

you can’t play two left-armers
when the pitch and match-ups
suit,” he said.

“Dorff actually asked me if
there was anything of note about
the wicket here and, to be honest,
I didn’t have much for him as I
haven’t been here for about four
years.”

Starc removed the well-settled
Ben Stokes (89) with an unplayable
reverse swing yorker, just when the
English all-rounder looked threat-
ening. “He’s (Stokes) a fantastic
player, one of their key batters. He
nearly got them home against Sri
Lanka and so we knew while he
was batting that we couldn’t rest
up. Fortunately, I got one through
the gate,” said Starc.

“I’ve got a pretty simple one-
day plan and for me it’s all about
execution. To execute that ball
exactly how I wanted and for it to
result the way it did was pleasing
for me — but it was pleasing to
contribute to the whole group.”

Starc also laughed off a con-
frontation with an English fan,
who tried to sledge him at the
breakfast in his team hotel.

“He had a bit of a click at me
— all good fun. I was still half-
asleep, didn’t think much of it. It’s
all been good fun around the
tour, it’s all part and parcel of a
World Cup!” 
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England captain Eoin Morgan
feels not sticking to their “batting
mantra” has cost them back-to-

back defeats against Sri Lanka and
Australia in the World Cup, making
the road to semifinals
much tougher for the
p r e - t o u r n a m e n t
favourites.

E n g l a n d
had not lost
b a c k - t o -
b a c k
ODIs on
h o m e
s o i l
s i n c e
2015, yet
they fol-
lowed a
loss to Sri
Lanka at
Headingley,
where they failed
to chase down 233, with
a 64-run reverse against
their oldest rivals at Lord’s.

It was once again an
unsuccessful chase that
proved their undoing as
Australia’s 285/7 was more
than enough when left-arm
seamers Jason Behrendorff
and Mitchell Starc took nine
wickets between them.

“Both this game and the
last, we struggled with the
basics of what we call our
batting mantra,” said the
England captain after the
loss here on Tuesday.

“Strong intent, building
partnerships, and doing it in
our own way — we haven’t
done those for long enough
periods of the game in order to
either chase down 230 or chase
down 280, and that's disap-
pointing.

“Our mantra is always
evolving — if you’ve watched
the last two years of the way
we’ve played, it has evolved a
lot.”

Starc and Behrendorff ripped through
England’s deep batting line-up while the
home team's pacers failed to find the
right length on a helping pitch after
Morgan opted to field.

“Early on they bowled well. Being 20/3
obviously creates a bigger challenge, espe-

cially chasing 280. To make those inroads
— I thought they bowled well.

Normally when we lose games of
cricket, we go back to what we
do well. We’ll still strive to do
that for Sunday’s game against
India.”

England’s chances of reach-
ing the semi-finals have taken
a hit in the last two matches
but their path to qualification
is still in their own hands —
with victories in their final
two group games guarantee-
ing a knockout spot.

Those contests are
against two sides also cur-
rently ensconced in the top
four — India and New
Zealand — and Morgan is
hoping to set an example

that his squad can follow.
“They (hopes of

reaching the semi-
finals) are still strong.
The chances are in our

h a n d s .
Everything is
within our

control. We
just need to
produce a

performance
worthy of

winning either
one or both of the

next two games.
“Ideally, I’d like to lead from the front.

I think majority of the captains have suc-
cess with a team when they lead from the
front. Contributions from myself over the

next two games might have an impact on
the changing room, so hopefully I can make

a difference.” 
England will hope to have in-form open-

er Jason Roy available for the India game as
his replacement James Vince has failed to

make a mark in the two games he played.
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Jason Behrendorff doesn’t see an
issue if left-arm pacers like him and

Mitchell Starc feature in the Australian
playing 11 more often, especially after
the duo’s match winning performances
against England in the World Cup here
on Tuesday.

Behrendorff was brought into the
side for just his eighth ODI due to
England’s historic struggles against
left-arm pacemen and that decision
proved a masterstroke at Lord’s.

The 29-year-old took his maiden
international five-for thanks to figures
of 5/44, while Starc ended with 4/43 as
England were skittled for 221 in pur-
suit of 286 - a 64-run defeat.

Although this was just the second
ODI in which they have appeared
together, Behrendorff is now keen to
continue his burgeoning new-ball
combination with Starc.

“We don’t often see it but I don’t see
why we can’t play together,” he said. 

“Sometimes you play three right-
armers, so why can't we play two left-
ies? Mitch and I have different roles
throughout the team, so it's really good
that we could partner together. It’s
something we thought was going to
work well against England and then we
picked up nine wickets between the two
of us, so it potentially worked quite
well!”

Behrendorff hopes to play along-
side Starc more often.

“Mitch and I are really happy to be
able to play on the same team togeth-
er and to have two lefties, hopefully we
could see more of it. That would be
great. One of those things you dream
of as a kid is to play cricket for
Australia and then to come here and
play at Lord’s for the first time was
something special.

“You don’t play cricket for the acco-
lades but to play at Lord’s and to take
five wickets was really special.”

Victory means Australia are the
first side to rubber-stamp their place in
the knockout stages, with six wins from
seven.

England’s hopes though are on a

knife-edge with must win games to
come against India and New Zealand
after they suffered their first back-to-
back ODI defeat on home soil in four
years.

Even though their semi-final place
is secure Behrendorff is eager to keep
building momentum in the remaining
group-stage fixtures and also doesn't
believe Australia should be considered
favourites to lift the trophy.

“I don’t think we’re the team to
beat,” he said ahead of concluding
group stage matches with New Zealand
and South Africa.

“The competition is still very open.
England are still a great side and they
are probably still favourites, with it
being in their home country.

“We aspire to continue just playing
good cricket but I don’t think we’re
favourites, that’s for sure."%�
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It will be, by and large, a for-the-
record match at Manchester today
with India bidding to cement

their semi-final positioning and the
West Indies trying to take one back
home. 

The Caribbeans have already lost
a lot in the tournament besides
defeats to Australia,  England,
Bangladesh and New Zealand on a
trot, not to mention one wasted
game against South Africa as rain
called day. 

They have 3 point from six games
and have lost the fire power of big-hit-
ter Andre Russell who is out of the
tournament with a knee injury which
they fervently hoped would heal;
their prime striker Chris Gayle has
been comparatively windless, unable
to kick up a storm with his run-get-
ting abilities and their outage from the
Cup despite a brilliant warm-up run
(they defeated New Zealand) has
dented their morale and the famous
Caribbean magic they are tradition-
ally rated for.

India is in red hot form and
unbeaten, having won all their out-
ings, four so far if you discount the
washed away match against New
Zealand. Directly contravening this,
the Windies have lost all they have
played for so far since after thrash-
ing Pakistan in their tournament
opener and would be meeting India
to proverbially play for pride or
whatever is left of it in this compe-
tition.

In another manner of speaking,
self-belief will meet self-doubt but
since it is cricket, gloriously uncer-
tain underdogs can emerge tri-
umphant, a feat one almost saw in the
clash against Afghanistan where the
famed Indian batting line-up was
stymied and the bigger team won
only on a late burst by its pacers feed-
ing on Afghan inexperience.

West Indies would be looking at
that closely to draw some strength for
themselves. Also, Chris Gayle is
known to tear into the scene when
there is nothing much to play for, so
this one could be the one for the road
back home for him and consequent-
ly the Windies. 

Over the ifs and buts, over all the
speculation, fact is that India have so
far played professionally sound, con-
vincing cricket, hiding their middle
order niggles and the impactful loss
of Shikhar Dhawan to injury on the
arm of their bowlers.

Kohli’s team work chant has been
at play even though the talk of a strug-
gling Mahendra Singh Dhoni, more
so after the Afghanistan match, has
found momentum, what with the
great Sachin Tendulkar talking about
his disappointment with the Dhoni-
Jadhav partnership against
Afghanistan on a talk show.

Dhoni, who is playing his last
World Cup, has not been among the
runs right from the start. Trying to
pace up the scoreboard, he went in a
flash against Pakistan and failed to
energise against South Africa and
Australia earlier in the tournament.
Dhoni being crucial for middle order
momentum tends to come under
quick scrutiny. He did not take the
optional nets at Manchester on
Wednesday.

Like its middle order perfor-
mance, it is also crucial for India to
win against the West Indies this
Friday, to not just put a seal on their
semi-final qualification, but more
importantly get the spot they want in
the knockout match on the basis of
run-rate and number of wins.

Among the unbeaten teams, India
figures alongside New Zealand, vying
for the top slot in the semi-finals
where the No 1 team plays No 4. 
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�How do you look at this
match to ensure a big score?

If you look at our first three
games, we put up some really big
scores. And Afghanistan match,
the wicket was a little sticky; it
was tricky to bat under those cir-
cumstances. But I think it's a
question of adapting, under-
standing these conditions and
adapting to that.
�How will we prepare for bowl-
ing and prepare our batsmen
for the left-arm fast bowlers in
absence of our own, or even in
the practise bowls?

We have Khalil with us as
our net bowler. And also we have
a throw-down specialist who is
particularly a left-hander. So I
think we have enough practise of
the left-arm bowling as of now.
�What about the evolution of
Hardik Pandya? Kedar was not
even used.  What he has added
to his arsenal as a bowler in
ODI cricket?

Over a period time it was a
big challenge for him to bowl
those 10 overs, and he realised
that to be able to bowl those 10
overs I need to develop a certain
armory in my bowling. And
that’s what he’s worked on. He’s
worked on his slow balls, his slow
bounces also, and also he’s
worked on perfecting his
bounces. So all these put togeth-
er have given him the confidence
to go through those 10 overs.
�Does the fact that England
lost yesterday take the pressure
off you?

We’re not thinking of those

matches. We’re looking ahead
and looking at the matches that
we’re going to play. And we are
absolutely focused on the next
game.
�Is that a matter of concern of
the middle order kind of going
into a shell?

Not really. I think according
to the situation and the condition

of the wicket, we were able to
successfully defend the total that
we put up. And had we proba-
bly lost a wicket at that stage,
then things would have turned
out differently. So I don’t think
it’s too much of a concern for us
right now.
�Does the head coach or the
skipper or the coaching staff

speak to MS or is it a case where
he’s played a lot of cricket, he’s
left to his own devices to plan?

To answer your first ques-
tion, Virat Kohli is probably the
number one batsman across all
formats. To compare anybody to
the way he plays is not right. And
there is a constant dialogue
between all the batsmen, the sup-

port staff, the batting coach, the
head coach — Ravi Shastri has
a constant dialogue with all the
coaches. I can't really get into the
brass tacks of what we discuss,
but yes if I have to answer your
question, there is a constant
dialogue for us to improve.
�You had said that
Bhuvneshwar Kumar was the
first choice pacer ahead of
Shami. Now with Shami com-
ing in and doing well and
Bhuvneshwar injured, does that
change? And how is he now in
terms of fitness?

Bhuvneshwar’s injury is not
of any great concern. It is just a
niggle, which we didn’t want to
take a chance. And it was also an
opportunity for us to plug Shami
into the games. But the fact he's
done exceptionally well all goes
well for us; it's an embarrassment
of riches. And we would take a
call as per the conditions, but
Bhuvi has done exceptionally
well, so I think it’s a pretty good
headache to have.
�What’s the message that
you're giving your bowlers?

Here in the World Cup
where every match we're playing
a different team. For the bowlers
to do well, they need to be
aware of the batsmen's strength
and their shortcomings. So I
think what they really focus on,
they have enough breaks
between the games, and as you
rightly said the workloads have
also been managed. What they
really work on is the mindset and
the strength and weaknesses of
the opponents.
�Both fast bowlers and spin-

ners have done well. How have
you managed the spinners and
the fast bowlers simultaneous-
ly?

If you don the role of a
coach, you should be adept with
the skill of spin and fast bowling.
It’s about understanding both
that gives you the best chance to
manage them. As for the spin-
ners, again, as I answered the ear-
lier question, the more you're
aware and the more you under-
stand what you're capable of
doing, these two factors would
ensure that you have the best
platform for you to perform.
�How do you look at the West
Indies batting challenge?

They’re an outstanding side
and they play real positive crick-
et. We are aware of the challenges
that exist in this game. And I
think our plans are pretty much
in place and we are up for the
challenge.
�WI has the likes of Chris
Gayle and Brathwaite. Do you
have to change your approach
at all against a such a positive
batting lineup?

Yes, of course. It’s a big chal-
lenge for the bowlers too — espe-
cially when they come after you.
But whenever batsmen come
after you, if you’re willing to look
at it deeply, there is a chance for
it — in it for the bowlers, and I
think that’s what the bowlers
would be looking to do.
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Cricket icon Sachin Tendulkar on
Wednesday picked pacer

Bhuvneshwar Kumar over fellow
speedster Mohammed Shami, who
took a sensational last over hat-trick
against Afghanistan, when an
unbeaten India take on West Indies
in their World Cup game at
Manchester today.

The Master Blaster picked
‘Bhuvi’, as pacer is commonly
known, for his sheer ability to
trouble swashbuckling West Indies
batsman Chris Gayle.

“It’s a great news for India that
Bhuvneshwar Kumar is fit. I have
seen his body language which
showed that he is really confident,”
Tendulkar told Star Sports.

Kumar (29) had sustained an
injury against Pakistan and missed
the game against Afghanistan,
which India won by 11 runs on June
22.

Shami (29), who was drafted in
the team in place of Kumar, took a
hat-trick in the 50th over of

Afghanistan’s innings, becoming
just the second Indian, after pacer
Chetan Sharma, to achieve the feat
in a World Cup match.

“For the upcoming match
between India and West Indies, if I
had to choose between
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and
Mohammed Shami, I would defi-
nitely pick Bhuvneshwar Kumar.

“The only reason being,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar can bowl to
Chris Gayle at the outer angle and
that is what makes Chris Gayle
uncomfortable.

“I still remember how uncom-
fortable Chris Gayle was when
Bhuvneshwar Kumar was bowling
at him in the last Test I played,”
added Tendulkar, who holds
numerous records to his name.

The 46-year-old batting legend
played his last of 200th Test, a world
record, at Mumbai in 2013.

“I know it will be a little unfor-
tunate for Mohammed Shami but I
believe for this game, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar should be picked,”
Tendulkar signed off.
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