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As Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) chief Chandrababu

Naidu vacations in Europe
with his family, his party on
Thursday landed in a deep cri-
sis. On a day of fast-paced
developments, four of the
TDP’s six Rajya Sabha mem-
bers passed a resolution to
merge their legislature party in
the Rajya Sabha with the BJP,
“inspired and encouraged” by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s “impeccable” leader-
ship. Later, they submitted
their petition seeking the merg-
er to Upper House Chairman
M Venkaiah Naidu, who will
take a call on the matter.

BJP working president JP
Nadda announced the merger
of the “Group of Four” — YS
Chowdary, CM Ramesh, G
Mohan Rao and TG Venkatesh
— with the BJP here at the
party headquarters. The merg-
er of the RS group comes even
as one of the three TDP Lok
Sabha members, Kesineni
Nani, is also likely to follow suit
and cross over to the BJP.

Their decision to back the
BJP will give a boost to the saf-
fron party in the Upper House
as the BJP-led NDA does not
have a majority there yet,
though it is the largest block.
The Rajya Sabha has a strength
of 245 members and the BJP is
the single largest party with 71
MPs while its allies have
strength of 35 members.

The latest developments
triggered speculation about

the BJP aiming for a majority
in the Rajya Sabha by engi-
neering defections as the num-
bers to pass several key Bills in
the Upper House elude the saf-
fron party. With four of six
TDP MPs breaking away from
their party, it will meet the legal
requirement of anti-defection
law, which mandates the sup-
port of at least two-thirds
members for a split to be
recognised in Parliament.

Interestingly, till recently,
Chowdary — the TDP legisla-
ture party leader in the Rajya

Sabha — was being raided by
the Enforcement Directorate in
connection with an alleged
money laundering and bank
fraud case against a firm pro-
moted by him. The ED had
seized the firm’s assets worth
�315 crore. 

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Chandrababu Naidu
sought to put up a brave front
saying, “We fought with the
BJP only for Special Category
Status for Andhra Pradesh and
the State’s interests. We sacri-
ficed Central Ministers for spe-

cial status and condemn
attempts of the BJP to weaken
the TDP. Crisis is not new to
the party. Leaders and cadre
have nothing to be nervous
about.” He is scheduled to
return home on June 24.

Welcoming the TDP MPs,
Nadda said merger would
make BJP stronger in Andhra
Pradesh where “we would
expand BJP’s base.” He said for
long these MPs were impressed
with the “dynamic leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and organisational skills of

party president Amit Shah”
and wanted to join the BJP.

He said the MPs held a
meeting and gave Shah the pro-
posal for a merger which the
party accepted. “I assure them
that the BJP believes in politics
of positivity and inclusiveness,”
Nadda said and hastened to
add BJP’s now famous tagline
“Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas”.

Barring Mohan Rao, who
had hurt himself, three other
MPs were present at the con-
ference of Nadda. Speaking
on the occasion, Chowdary
said he and his RS colleagues
joined the BJP to contribute to
the “nation building” under
Modi’s leadership. 

He said all of them thought
that the best course is cooper-
ation and not confrontation as
far as the implementation of the
issues in relation to the Andhra
Pradesh Reorganisation Act
are concerned and the BJP
was the best forum to sort it
out.

“You are aware of the
mood of the nation,” he said
and pointed out that he had
already worked under Modi as
an MoS. The trio later attend-
ed the PM’s dinner along with
other leaders cutting across
party lines.

The four apart, several of
TDP senior leaders and form-
ers MLAs held a closed-door
meeting at a hotel of Kakinada
discussing their future. The
meeting has fanned the 
speculation of them too quit-
ting the party.

#���� -$(�/$0�1

The Congress has no way out
but to choose a new presi-

dent as incumbent Rahul
Gandhi on Thursday made it
clear he will not back down
from his decision to resign
from the top post owning
responsibility for the party’s
Lok Sabha debacle. At the
same time, he maintained that
it will be his party, and not him,
which will decide on his suc-
cessor.

Rahul said he is not the
person to take a decision on his
successor, even as he denied
reports that he had given his
nod to Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot to lead
the party in his place. “I am not
the one who will appoint the
party president,” Rahul told
reporters when asked on who
would be his successor.

On reports claiming that
Gehlot will be his successor and
he has given his approval for
the same, he said, “No such
thing.” 

Rahul has been adamant
on stepping down as party
president following the debacle
in the elections, but the CWC,
the highest decision-making
body of the Congress, has

rejected his resignation offer
and asked him to restructure
the party at all levels. Rahul has
maintained that the new party
president should be a non-
Gandhi, apparently to shed
the image of the party being
controlled by one dynasty. 

By resigning he has also
sought to showcase that there
has to be accountability at all
levels. But then, while Rahul
has been consistent on not
backtracking on his decision,
the party has taken a hit, be it
in Karnataka or Rajasthan,
where factionalism is rife.

The Congress had even
toyed with the idea of an inter-
im president hoping that Rahul
would be back in action soon-
er or later. But none of its senior
leaders expressed their will-
ingness to handle the respon-
sibility — neither AK Antony
nor KC Venugopal.

However, Rahul on
Thursday yet again raked up
the Rafale deal, an issue on
which he had gone hammer
and tongs during the cam-
paigning to target Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. 
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will lead the nation in

performing yoga along with
nearly 20,000 other partici-
pants at Jharkhand’s Ranchi,
which will host the main event
of International Yoga Day 2019
on June 21. A fifth in the
series, this year’s event will be
the first environment-friendly
yoga day, with authorities
across the States replacing the
synthetic mats with those made
of khadi.

On the eve of the
International Yoga Day, the
latest yoga videos featuring
Modi’s animated version were
shared with the public which is
all geared up to celebrate the
day. Modi tweeted, “On 21st
June, we will mark
#YogaDay2019. I urge you all
to make Yoga an integral part
of your life and also inspire oth-
ers to do the same. The bene-
fits of Yoga are tremendous.” 

The International Day of
Yoga aims to raise awareness
about many benefits of prac-
tising yoga. This year’s slogan

is yoga for Heart. On
December 11, 2014, the United
Nations had proclaimed 21
June as the International Day of
Yoga after recognising its uni-
versal appeal. 

Like every year this time
too, preparations are on in
schools and offices in India and
at Indian embassies around
the world. For instance, the
Indian Embassy in Abu Dhabi
and the Indian Consulate in
Dubai, which are leading the
Yoga Day activities for the

fifth year, said they have
received the support of the
UAE authorities in all the
emirates to host the event.

Industry bodies like CII,
FICCI, Institute of
Company Secretaries of
India, as well as educa-
tional bodies like CBSE,
NCERT and UGC will
also organise programmes
on the occasion.

In the national Capital,
the main event will be at
Rajpath in New Delhi.
This will be organised by
New Delhi Municipal
Council, NDMC in
association with
Ministry of AYUSH.
Apart from the
main event, the pro-
grammes will be held
at Red Fort, Nehru
Park, Lodhi Garden,
Talkatora Garden, Yamuna
Sports Complex and in
Dwarka. A yoga shivir will also
be organised for the Members
of Parliament on the premises
of Parliament House.

A mass yoga congregation
of about 50,000 yoga lovers

from Delhi-NCR will be
held on Red Fort
Grounds. Scheduled to
be the biggest gathering
for Yoga Day
Celebrations in Delhi,
the event is jointly
being organised by
the Brahma Kumaris
and Union Ministry
of AYUSH. Vice
President Venkaiah
Naidu will preside
over the event as
Chief Guest.

Armed forces
personnel too are
playing active
role to be part of

the event. Border
Security Force (BSF)
jawans were seen per-
forming yoga in
Kupwara sector in

Jammu & Kashmir,
ahead of International
Yoga Day while ITBP
posted several other
images and videos as
well showing the jawans

performing yogasanas
across various places in
India. 
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Acourt in
Gujarat on

Thursday sen-
tenced sacked
IPS officer
Sanjiv Bhatt to
life imprison-
ment in a cus-
todial death
case dating
back to 1990 when he was post-
ed as an additional superin-
tendent of police in this district.

Bhatt, who earlier made
allegations against then Gujarat
Chief Minister Narendra Modi
over his handling of the 2002
Gujarat riots, has been behind
bars in Palanpur for the last
nine months in another case of
allegedly framing a man in a
drug seizure matter.

The Gujarat-cadre officer
was suspended from the Indian
Police Service in 2011 and
sacked by the Union Ministry
of Home Affairs in August
2015 on grounds of “unautho-
rised absence from service”.
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Outlining the “very clear
mandate” for the Narendra

Modi dispensation in the Lok
Sabha polls for continuing the
uninterrupted “development
journey” that it started in 2014,
President Ram Nath Kovind on
Thursday said the Modi-2
Government is “moving ahead
to create strong, secure and
inclusive India”.

Kovind underlined the
Government’s resolve to
remove “social evils” of triple
talaq and “nikah halala”, inten-
sify crackdown on corruption
and to implement the National
Register of Citizens (NRC) to
check infiltration. The NRC is
currently being updated in
Assam on priority basis in
areas affected by infiltration.

In an hour-long address to
the joint sitting of Parliament
with the PM, Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu and MPs of
both Houses in attendance,
the President said national
security was paramount to the
Government, he also revealed
that the Centre will soon
announce a new industrial pol-
icy — replacing that of 1991—

to promote growth of indus-
tries and creation of jobs. The
BJP had played the national
security card during the elec-
tions to the hilt by showcasing
the Balakot airstrikes even as it
had been at the 
receiving end over rising
unemployment.

The customary address of
the President is prepared by the
Government of the day.

India “jumped” to  77 posi-
tion in ease of doing business
ranking from 142 in 2014 and
would now “work to reach the
top 50 in the world”, he said,
adding, towards this end

process of simplification of
rules will be further expedited
in collaboration with States.

The President said work is
underway in full earnest to
transform India into a global
manufacturing hub. “Keeping
in view Industry 4.0, a new
industrial policy will be
announced shortly,” he said.

The new policy will replace
the industrial policy of 1991
which was prepared in the
backdrop of balance of pay-
ment crisis. This will be the
third industrial policy after
the ones released in 1956 and
1991.
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Following the recent deaths
of two people, including a

forest guard in Raigarh district,
the disgruntlement over death
due to human-wild elephant
conflict reinvigorated.

However, latest data from
the State forest department
suggest that there has been a
sharp decrease in human casu-
alty caused by wild elephants in
Chhattisgarh during the 2018-
19 fiscal.

According to the official
data, 56 people were killed by
wild elephants in the northern
Chhattisgarh during the finan-
cial year 2018-19. This number
was much higher during 2017-
18, wherein 74 people were
trampled to death by the
pachyderms.

Currently, there are about
280 wild elephants in
Chhattisgarh which live and
roam in forests of Surguja,
Jashpur, Surajpur, Balrampur,
Raigarh and few parts of Korba.

Northern Chhattisgarh
has been witnessing move-
ments of wild-elephants for
over thirty years.

Principal Chief

Conservator of Forest (PCCF)
Rakesh Chaturvedi attributes
rising awareness among the
locals on how to react while
confronting the wild elephant
to the decline of death tolls.

“Departments intervention
in educating people has also
played a major role. Also, with
time they have learnt to live in
harmony with the wild ele-
phants,” the PCCF claimed.

During 2018-19 the state
forest department has distrib-

uted �14.01 crore as compen-
sation for death, human injury
and crop/house damage. In
2017-18 this amount was Rs
21.28 crore.

Meanwhile,  Surguja
region- based elephant expert
Amalendu Mishra, who has
been running the only radio
program ‘Hamar Hathi
Hamar Goth’- updating rural
people about every day loca-
tion of wild elephants, sec-
onds the opinion of PCCF

Chaturvedi.
“Definitely the level of

awareness among villagers in
Surguja region has increased.
However, still there are pock-
ets where the movement of
wild elephants has been rela-
tively new and people over
there need to learn a lot,” he
stated.

The reach of ‘Hamar Hathi
Hamar Goth’ is further ampli-
fied through large numbers of
Whatsapp groups.
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Concerned about the water
crisis and drought condi-

tions, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi wrote to Chief Ministers
of all States advising them to
conserve rainwater during the
forthcoming monsoon.

The PM had earlier written
a personal letter to 'Gram
Pradhans'(village chiefs) urging
them to conserve rainwater.
The issue of drought conditions
and water scarcity was dis-
cussed at the highest level at the
NITI Aayog's governing coun-
cil meeting last week.  

According to a NITI
Aayog report, Delhi is among
21 major cities that will run
out of groundwater by 2020.
Situation in Maharashtra,
Karnataka and Tamil Nadu is
also grim. It is not much bet-
ter in Gujarat, Rajasthan and
Andhra Pradesh. About half
of Maharashtra - including
the districts of Latur, Beed
and Osmanabad in
Marathwada region - com-
prising nearly three-fourth
of 36 districts of the state are

facing severe drought situa-
tion. In Karnataka, two dozen
of its 30 districts - nearly 80
per cent - are reeling under
drought. 

In his letter, the PM
advised the CMs to focus on
the construction of farm pond
structures, desilting and reha-
bilitation of irrigation tanks,
micro-watersheds, construc-
tion of groundwater recharge
structures, building of rainwa-
ter harvesting structures - both
roof-top and ground-level
tanks. "Most-of these mea-
sures need to be taken at the
local level by mobilizing gram

panchayats and communities,
and dovetailing resources from
various ongoing government
programmes. Recent studies
have also shown a marked
reduction in fecal contamina-
tion ofgroundwater resources
in many states owing to
improvements in sanitation
and use of toilets," Modi stat-
ed in the letter. 

The Prime Minister also
asked them to take this mater
on high priority and issue nec-
essary instructions to the con-
cerned departments and dis-
tricts to draw up action plans
with concrete.  

According to the Drought
Early Warning System
(DEWS), about 42 per cent of
India is 'abnormally dry' which
around 6 per cent is more
than last year.  The pre-mon-
soon season this year is the sec-
ond driest in 65 years, with
gross rainfall deficiency record-
ed at 25 per cent, said private
forecaster Skymet. Chennai
and its suburbs are experienc-
ing severe water scarcity this
summer, with borewells and
lakes going dry, forcing people
and commercial establishments
to depend on water supplied
through tankers from villages

in neighbouring districts. 
A study by the National

Geophysical Research Institute
(NGRI) from earlier this year
found that groundwater levels in
Delhi are depleting at an aston-
ishing rate of 10 cm per year.  

"Measurable outcomes and
implement them under your
personal supervision. I am
requesting the Cabinet
Secretary to follow up with
your Chief Secretaries. The
Central Government will con-
tinue to provide full support to
States in the matter. We need to
collectively take timely mea-
sures to enable optimum uti-
lization of the coming mon-
soon rainfall by way of storing
and conserving it for future
use," Modi said.

According to India
Meteorological Department
(IMD),  monsoon rain defi-
ciency has touched  43 percent
till June 20 in the country. The
monsoon has covered just
about 10-15 percent of the
country so far, whereas nor-
mally, two-thirds of India
should have received monsoon
rains by this time of the year.
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The IAF, after 17 days of
massive search and rescue

operation, has finally man-
aged to recover the bodies and
mortal remains of all 13 on
board the ill-fated AN-32. It
had crashed on June 3. 

A team of more than 20
mountaineers and commandos
of the army were involved in
the recovery effort of the bod-
ies of the deceased.  The bod-
ies and mortal remains were
recovered on Thursday as the
rescue teams were unable to
conduct the necessary actions
due to inclement weather in the
last four days.  Moreover, the
helicopters were also not able
to reach the wreckage site
located at a height of more than
12,000 feet in Lipo area near
Mechuka advanced landing
ground in Arunchal Pradesh
due to low clouds and rains for
the last few days, sources said

here on Thursday.
The mortal remains were

now in the  process getting air-
lifted from the crash site to
Jorhat air base where the IAF will
hand over the bodies to the next
of kin after necessary official for-
malities, they said.  Six bodies
and seven mortal remains were
recovered, it was learnt.

The rescue team had man-
aged to salvage the flight data
recorder or the black box some
days back and was airlifted to
Jorhat.  However, the probe to
ascertain the likely cause of the
mishap after analysis the data
of the black box may take time
as the equipment is damaged.
Experts are trying to retrieve
the data.

It is feared that the AN-32
which took off from Jorhat in
Assam on June 3 for Mechuka
in Arunachal Pradesh crashed
into a hill top.  However, the
analysis of the data and the
court of inquiry will find out
the exact reason of the accident.

Incidentally, in 2009, an AN-32
had gone down in the same
region killing all 13 passengers.

The rescue effort to locate
the AN-32 which went missing
on June 3 saw the IAF carrying
out more than 220 sorties of all
kinds of planes including SU-
3o fighter jets, C-130J    special
operations planes, P-8 I long
range reconnaissance aircraft
and Mi-17 and advanced light
helicopters.  The wreckage was
sighted on June 9 by a Mi-17 on
a steep ridge amidst dense
jungles. 

Mechuka advanced land-
ing ground is located a height
of 6,000 feet and is the lifeline
for troops deployed on the
line of actual control(LAC)
facing China.  The distance of
this airfield from the LAC is
about 30 kms as the crow flies
thereby making it strategically
important.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh will pay homage to the 13
personnel on Friday.
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BJP MPs from Karnataka
Pratap Simha and Tejasvi

Surya met Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Thursday and submitted a
memorandum to her request-
ing a high-level probe into the
IMA jewels case. 

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has issued
summon to IMA jewels scam
main accused Mohammed
Mansoor Khan to appear
before it on June 24. But he has
reportedly fled the country
after threatening to commit
suicide. 

The police have formed
teams to trace him. Names of

senior Congress ministers
including RV Deshpande, cur-
rent revenue minister and defect-
ed MLA Roshan Baig have sur-
faced in connection with the
scam, though both of them have
denied any involvement. 

The scam came to light on
June 10 when an audio clip of
Khan blaming MLA Baig and
other government officials of
corruption went viral. In the
video, Khan allegedly said that
he defaulted on loans and
couldn't pay back on account
of giving bribes. 

Since then, investors have
been protesting outside IMA's
office. As the number of griev-
ing investors increased, police
set up counters for them to file

complaints. The number of
complaints increased from a
few thousand in the first two
days to 10,000 and now stands
at 40,000. In addition, there was
a separate counter at a differ-
ent location for 200 employees
of IMA, who have invested in
the company taking loans from
banks and have now lost their
jobs.

The BJP MPs also apprised
Sitharaman over Institute of
Banking Personnel Selection
(IBPS)issue. "They requested to
reinstate 2014 notification
which made knowledge of
native language study till 10th
grade mandatory to apply for
Regional Rural Banks exams,"
BJP MPs said.
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CBI has sought sanction for
prosecution against four

former officers, including three
IAS officers, working in the
Finance Ministry in the INX
Media case involving charges of
bribery against former Finance
Minister P Chidambaram and
son Karti.

The officers found to be
involved in conspiracy with
Chidambaram in illegally
approving the FIPB clearance
in 2008 were former NITI
Aayog CEO Sindhushree
Khullar, former secretary of the
Ministry of Micro, Small &
Medium Enterprises Anup K
Pujari and current principal
secretary in the Himachal
Pradesh government, Prabodh
Saxena and retired under sec-
retary Rabindra Prasad. 

These officers were then
working at Economic Affairs
Department and had illegally
approved the FIPB clearance to
INX Media. Karti is accused of
accepting bribe of Rs.five crore
from the TV channel promot-

ers Indrani Mukerjea and Peter
Mukerjea. Indrani has already
become approver in the case,
blaming Chidambaram for
pressurising her to pay bribe to
save her from the Income Tax
prosecution.

Khullar was then addition-
al secretary in Economic Affairs
Department and was earlier
OSD to Chidambaram. Pujari
was Joint Secretary and Saxena
was Director in Finance
Ministry. The Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) already
approved CBI's sanction for
prosecution and the files are cur-
rently in Finance Ministry now.

CBI is expected to file
chargesheet soon in the fast
track court meant for MPs
and MLAs as the two accused
Chidamabram and Karti are
Parliamentarians. CBI has
already arrested Karti in
February 2017 and attached his
Rs. 55 crore worth properties in
Delhi, Ooty, Cambridge and
Spain.

The Delhi High Court has
already reserved its orders on
the anticipatory bail granted to
Chidambaram and CBI's
request to cancel it seeking cus-
todial interrogation of the for-
mer Finance Minister.
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In the first high-level visit
from any country following

the Lok Sabha polls, US
Secretary of State Michael
Pompeo will be in India from
June 25-27 and hold talks with
the leadership here to strength-
en the strategic partnership.

His visit comes ahead of a
meeting between US President
Donald Trump and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on the
sidelines of the G20 Summit in
Osaka, Japan on June 28-29.

During his visit, Pompeo
would hold talks with External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
and call upon other digni-
taries, Ministry of External
Affairs Spokesperson Raveesh
Kumar said at a media briefing.

"We look upon the visit as
an important opportunity for
both sides to further strength-
en the India-US strategic part-
nership and continue high-
level engagement on matters of
mutual interest, including bilat-
eral, regional and global issues,"
Kumar said.

"This is the first high-level
engagement between India and
the US following the elections.
This is also the first incoming

high-level visit from any coun-
try. We look upon this visit as
an opportunity to discuss all
the issues which will be on the
table," Kumar said.

He said most of the issues
under the bilateral framework
will be discussed and there will
be some talks on regional as
well as global issues of mutual
interest.

Asked about media reports
on the US considering caps on
H-1B work visa, Kumar said,
"We have not heard anything
officially from the US govern-
ment. We continue to reiterate
and engage with the US gov-
ernment on this matter."

On whether the issue will
be taken up with Pompeo dur-
ing his visit here, Kumar said
it would not be right to spec-
ulate on the agenda of his
meetings here.

"There is no (official)
report as such. There is no US
official who has come up with
a statement. It is a source-based
report. We have not yet heard
anything from the US govern-
ment on this. We remain
engaged with the US adminis-
tration, we remain engaged
with the Congress on this
issue," Kumar said.
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To ensure timely treatment
to the patients affected with

Acute Encephalitis Syndrome
(AES)/Japanese Encephalitis
(JE), the Centre on Thursday
deployed 8 additional advanced
life support ambulances (ALS)
in Muzaffarpur in Bihar to
ferry them from remote areas
to the hospitals.  Meanwhile,
the State Government has
launched a social audit along
with active door-to-door case
finding campaign and moving
the prospective patients to the
nearest PHC for early inter-
vention. 

The death toll has reached
to 118 while the total number
of AES cases registered since
June 1 was 398 at the SKMCH

and 154 at Kejriwal hospital,
according to figures provided
by the district administration.

"In view of the situation
arising due to the AES/JE cases
in Muzaffarpur and other
adjoining districts in Bihar,
the Union Health Ministry has
instructed for deployment of
eight advanced life support
ambulances (ALS) in the affect-
ed districts. 

"Accordingly, eight addi-
tional advanced life support
ambulances (ALS) have been
pressed into service for trans-
portation of critical patients
under National Health Mission
(NHM)," said a statement here. 

A central teams of 10 pedi-
atricians and five para-medics
has already started working in
coordination with the state
government while sixteen

senior district officials and
medical personnel have been
sent to the vulnerable blocks for
monitoring and early identifi-
cation of cases and ensuring
daily reporting. Their head-
quarters have also been shift-
ed to these blocks also, the
statement added.

Union Health Minister, Dr
Harsh Vardhan said that the
District Collector (DC) has
now got involved and is per-
sonally taking responsibility. He
has deputed the Senior Deputy
Collectors (SDC)/District level
officers to lead various block
teams. These teams will be
assisted by a district level
Medical Officer and Medical
Officer in charge (MOIC) to do
the overall work at block level. 

"The State government has
started a social audit along with

active case finding campaign
through house to house survey
and moving the prospective
patients to the nearest PHC for
early intervention. Surprise
checks are also being conduct-
ed at the PHCs by the Senior
Deputy Collectors (SDC).
Additionally, the early morning
inspection of Anganwadi
Centres is also being under-
taken by SDCs and Child
development Project Officers
(CDPOs). They are also dis-
tributing of ORS to each house
in the affected villages," he
stated. 

Also, an ICMR team of
experts has been deployed at
the Sri Krishna Medical College
and Hospital (SKMCH) hos-
pital for making the virology
lab operational at the earliest,
said Dr Harsh Vardhan.
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The US continues to make
distinction between good

and bad terrorists and hosts the
servers of a number of websites
and app-based communica-
tion channels of terror groups
circulating radical content
online. 

The US Government is
not encouraging the American
companies to remove radical or
terror-related content com-
pletely from the servers based
there. Instead, the American
companies are only bothered to
filter only anti-US content,
said sources tracking online
radical content. 

The contents of Pakistan-
based terror group Jaish-e-
Mohammad, banned by the
United Nations, are available
through American servers
including through a number of
websites like rangonoor.com,
alqalamonline.com and
telegram channels. 

In addition, the JeM is
also contributing terror content
through joint venture channel
alribat, the official mouthpiece
of Al Qaeda in the
Afghanistan-Pakistan region.
Terror groups sponsored by
Pakistan's notorious spy agency
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI)
as also Jaish contribute content
through joint venture channel.
The Brigade 313 which was
earlier headed by listed terror-
ist Ilyas Kashmiri (now dead)
also contribute radical content
online through the joint ven-
ture channel whose server is
also located in the US.   

"During the last two
decades, a noticeable trend of the
US to hand over terrorists
nabbed by the American forces
from terror-infested areas like
Afghanistan, Iraq and Syria to
the country of belonging of
ultras is also leading to terror
threat. Such terrorists handed
over by the US forces are ulti-
mately freed after serving a few
years of sentence and again start
radicalisation which culminates
into armed struggle against the
government in the name of
jehad," counter-terrorism expert
Dr Rituraj Mate said. 

During the Afghan opera-
tions, the US has handed over

a number of nabbed terrorists
to a range of countries and
asked them to punish accord-
ing to their laws and portrays
such actions as counter-terror
cooperation. 

Recently, the US had
nabbed a Kashmiri ISIS oper-
ative Adil Ahmad Wada from
Syria and US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo may propose
handing him over to India
during his visit to New Delhi
next week and seek to paint it
as a major counter-terrorism
cooperation despite
Washington treating Kashmir
as a disputed territory.   

In the backdrop of the US
hiding advance inputs on
David Coleman Headley who
was co-opted by the American
government despite his link-
ages to the Pakistan-based ter-
ror group Lashkar-e-Tayyaba
that carried out the 26/11
Mumbai terror attack in
November 2008, the govern-
ment here should be extreme-
ly cautious while accepting
Wada's custody from
Americans, sources said,
adding Washington would tout
it as a major counter-terrorism
cooperation to seek various
concessions or clear pending
arms deals.  

Mate said Wada's return to
the Kashmir Valley could lead
to strengthening of the fledg-
ling Islamic State Jammu and
Kashmir (ISJK) and could
lead to a spurt in violent inci-
dents by the global terror
group. Wada hails from
Jammu and Kashmir and had
been studying in Australia
before he left to Syria after
joining the ISIS. 

The US, however, does not
return terrorists nabbed by its
forces to countries like China
and instead sends them to
third countries from where
anti-China radicalisation and
terror activities are undertak-
en, sources said. 

Google's Indian American
CEO Sundar Pichai on Tuesday
claimed YouTube has recently
made "significant revisions" to
its hate speech policy and
removed over nine million
videos in the last quarter as part
of a process to reduce the
spread of harmful content.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Thursday

carried out searched at 12 loca-
tions in Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh in connection with
investigation of Munger Arms
Case. During the raids, the
investigators seized rifles, lap
tops and cash worth Rs. 29
lakhs.

The case pertains to recov-
ery of three AK-47 along with
other weapons on the disclo-
sure of accused Shamsher Alam
from the house of his sister
Rizwana Begum." In this case
a large number of prohibited
weapons  including AK series
weapons were stolen and
smuggled out of the COD,
Jabalpur to various Naxal
organisations and criminal
gangs," said NIA in statement.

"On the basis of  credible
evidence collected during
investigation, searches were
conducted  in the houses of
suspect Hulas Pandey and his
close associates at different
places at Buxar, Bhojpur,
Rohtas, Varanasi and Patna,"
added the agency.

NIA has arrested andre-
manded 15 accused in the case
and so far 9 accused persons
have been chargesheeted
including kingpin of the rack-
et  Purushottam Lal Rajak,
Suresh Thakur, Imran Alam
and Niyajul Rahman.  Total 22
AK rifles, smuggled from COD,
Jabalpur have already been
recovered.  Investigation in the
case is continuing, said NIA.
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Chhattisgarh Tourism and Culture Minister Tamradhwaj Sahu called on Union Tourism and Culture Minister Prahlad
Singh Patel at New Delhi on Thursday. Sahu briefed him about tourism potential in Chhattisgarh and the need for
tourism development through different schemes.

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR  

Group yoga will be performed
at all the district headquar-

ters, development blocks, and
panchayats of the state, includ-
ing in capital city Raipur to
mark the International Yoga Day
on Friday.

Chief Minister Baghel was
expected to chair the group yoga
demonstration programme to be
held at Sardar Balbeer Singh
Juneja Indoor Stadium in
Raipur but due to his urgent
tour of national capital to attend
a meeting called by union
finance minister for all his state
counterparts, Baghel would
have to skip this function. Now
Mayor, Raipur Pramod Dubey

will chair the function to be held
at indoor stadium of the state
capital.

However, Chief Minister in
a message to people of the state
extended hearty greetings for
the occasion.

He appealed common peo-
ple to include yoga in their daily
routine to make their body
healthy and free from diseases.

Similar to the programme at
Raipur indoor stadium, a pro-
gramme is scheduled to be
organized at Korba district
headquarters where Assembly
Speaker Dr Charandas Mahant
will be present as chief guest.

Likewise, in the events to be
held in district headquarters,

ministers-in-charge/nominated
ministers, MPs, MLAs, Zila
Panchayat Presidents, Mayors
and other public representatives
as well as prominent citizens of
the respective districts will mark
their presence.

Group Yoga sessions will be

organized from 7am to 8am.
This year, the target is to ensure
participation of more than 60
lakh people in the International
Yoga Day celebration across the
state.    

The objective of the
International Yoga Day celebra-

tion is to create mass awareness
about benefits of yoga in pre-
vention and cure of physical and
psychological ailments.

Officials and employees of
all the departments, police per-
sonnel, prisoners, NCC-NSS
cadets, scouts and guides along
with students of government
and private universities, col-
leges, schools and ashrams and
common people will participate
in the programmes.

Chief Secretary Sunil Kumar
Kujur has given instructions to
all the district collectors to
ensure implementation of the
strategic action plan for organiz-
ing group yoga sessions in the
respective districts.

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR 

Panchayat and Rural
Development Minister T. S.

Singhdeo, holding a day-long
marathon review meeting of his
department on Thursday, said
key target of all rural develop-
ment schemes is to enhance and
generate options for livelihood
and strengthen village economy.

He said during implementa-
tion of developmental schemes,
building and roads are just a part
of it, but as schemes are for vil-
lages and villagers, the focus
should be given on raising their
standard of living. So, imple-
mentation should be such that
villagers derive total advantage.

In the meeting held at

Thakur Pyarelal Panchayat and
Rural Development Institute,
Nimora, the minister reviewed
implementation of schemes such
as ‘Narva, Garuva, Ghurva aur
Baari (NGGB), MGNREGA

works, PMGSY, State Rural
Livelihood Mission, Rural
Engineering Works, and works
undertaken by Directorate of
Panchayat and office of
Development Commissioner.

Laying emphasis on quality
roads under PMGSY, minister
appreciated officials for the state
securing top position in the
country in implementation of
schemes under PMGSY-2 road

construction. He said contractor
should not be blamed for quality
of roads but it is responsibility of
officials to ensure it. He directed
officials to ensure that state
ranks first in the country in
quality road construction.

On NGGB, minister said for
long-term arrangement, commu-
nity participation of villagers and
panchayats should be ensured
and it should generate employ-
ment for minimum 10 families.

Singhdeo directed officials
to achieve targets so that more
central funds can be sought.
Panchayat and rural develop-
ment department Additional
Chief Secretary R P Mandal,
PCCF Rakesh Chaturvedi and
other officials were present.

Rural schemes aim to generate livelihood,
prosperity of villagers: T.S. Singhdeo
Review meeting of panchayat and rural development department held STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Thursday said the decision

not to give responsibility of home
district to any in-charge minister
was taken to revamp administra-
tion.  

“It was done to ensure better
administration in the districts”, he
said

Baghel said this while talking to
media persons here at Swami
Vivekanand Airport before pro-
ceeding for national capital to attend
a meeting of finance ministers of
states convened by union finance
minister.

Baghel further informed that
the earlier arrangement in which the
minister were assigned the responsi-
bility of their home districts was
made keeping in view the Lok Sabha
elections.

He further informed that he had

sought time from Congress
President Rahul Gandhi to discuss
affairs of the state with him.

Replying to a query, he said the
matter of appointment of new PCC
Chief would also be discussed with
him and a final call would be taken
by Gandhi.

In-charge ministers
reshuffled to revamp
administration: Baghel

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR  

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Thursday

expresses grief over death of
nine people in two separate
road accidents which hap-
pened in Bastar.

He has directed the offi-
cials concerned to provide
best possible medical treat-
ment to the injured victims of
the accidents. 

Notably, five persons were
killed and 42 others were
injured after a pick-up van
carrying marriage party
members collided head-on
with another speeding goods
carrier vehicle in Bijapur dis-
trict of Chhattisgarh on
Wednesday night.

According to police, the
accident occurred near

Pandemurga village under
Nelasnar police stations limits
when the victims were return-
ing to Bijapur after attending
a wedding party in the neigh-

bouring Dantewada district.
“Around 50 people from

Tidodi village in Bijapur were
in the van when another vehi-
cle carrying goods coming

from the opposite direction
collided with it,” a local police
officer said. 

Four occupants of the van
died on the spot while 43 oth-
ers were injured and rushed to
the nearby different hospitals
in Bijapur, Bhairamgarh and
Dantewada, he said.

One of the injured per-
sons succumbed while under-
going treatment at a hospital
in Dantewada. Of the remain-
ing 42 injured, 10 were admit-
ted to a hospital in Bijapur, 26
at a medical facility in
Bhairamgarh town and six in
Dantewada. A case has been
registered in connection with
the incident. In another inci-
dent, a truck fell into Darbha
valley of Bastar district claim-
ing lives of four people travel-
ling in it.

9 killed in separate road
accidents, CM expresses grief

Five persons were killed and
42 others were injured after a
pick-up van carrying marriage
party members collided head-

on with another speeding
goods carrier vehicle in

Bijapur district of Chhattisgarh
on Wednesday night

Group Yoga to be held at district
headquarters to mark Intl Yoga Day

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Health, Panchayat and Rural
Development Minister T.S.

Singhdeo said coordination
between organisation and govern-
ment is a big challenge and to
reward the party workers with
coveted posts in boards and cor-
poration is proving to be a tough
task.

Talking to a section of media
persons here on Thursday,
Singhdeo accepted that Congress
was facing difficulties to accomo-
date active party leaders in boards
and corporations. “As against less
than 100 posts, there are more
than 1500 aspirants and at least
five persons from each block of
the state are eying for the coveted
posts”, he said.

Singhdeo further asserted that
they would execute the task of

appointments with proper coordi-
nation between organisation and
the government.

Notable, a ministerial berth in
the state cabinet and appointment
to the post of PCC chief are also
pending as the senior state leaders
were waiting for the Lok Sabha
polls to be concluded. A final call
on these two posts will be taken by
Congress President Rahul Gandhi.

Appointing boards, corporation
chiefs tough task: Singhdeo

STAFF REPORTER n
DHAMTARI

Action was taken
against two quacks

practicing in rural areas of
Dhamtari district on
Wednesday by a joint team
of Food and Drug
Administration and dis-
trict health and family
welfare department.

Allopathic medicines
worth ` 1.80 lakh were
seized from them.

Deputy Director, Food
and Drug Administration
informed that Lalit Kumar
Nishad was running a
clinic at village
Jeejamgaon (Gandhi
Chowk) under Kurud

block. The joint team
seized all the medicines
kept by him.

Similarly in ward-6 of
Sub Teshil Kukrel of
Nagari block, near a bus
stand, Sanjay Tiwari was
running a clinic.

The estimated cost of
total medicines seized
from both quacks is ` 1.80
lakh.

The medicines have
been handed over to Sub
Divisional Magistrate,
Dhamtari and Kurud.

Notice has been issued
to both and they were
asked to submit all the
necessary documents for
further investigation.

Action initiated against
two quacks, medicines
worth ` 1.80 lakh seized

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

The IIT,  Bhilai is organ-
ising a ‘Open House’

for those who have cleared
the JEE (Advance) and
seeking admission to BTech
programme  on June 21 at
Government Engineering
College (GEC), Sejbahar,
Raipur from 9 am.

In the “Open House”
doubts and questions of the
aspirants will be answered
and clarified.

All the JEE Advanced
2019 rank holders can par-
ticipate in live counseling
session. At the start of the
session, the administrators
of institute will brief about

the IIT education and
admission process with an
introduction to pro-
grammes of study and cam-
pus life. It will be followed
by a question and answer
session.

Indian Institute of
Technology Bhilai was

established in Chhattisgarh
in 2016. The IIT Bhilai
offers Bachelor of
Technology (BTech),
Master of Technology
(MTech), Master of Science
(MSc) and Doctoral pro-
grams (PhD) in various
departments.

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR  

Special ‘Gram Sabha’ is scheduled
on June 22 in all the village pan-

chayats in Chhattisgarh. The village
Sarpanch will read out letter written
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
all Sarpanch stressing on the need for
rain water harvesting and water
conservation.

Panchayat and rural develop-
ment department secretary Reeta
Shandilya issued a circular to all the
district collectors in this regard.

The circular directs all the dis-
trict collectors to hold a special vil-
lage meeting in all village panchayats
on June 22 and read out the letter of
the Prime Minister. Besides, it also
directed to organise ‘Shramdaan’
(voluntary labour) for water conser-

vation at local level.
All the collectors have been

instructed to submit the report of all
the activities and action taken during
the village meeting by June 29 and
submit the same to Directorate,
Panchayat.

Special ‘Gram
Sabha’ tomorrow

The village Sarpanch
will read out letter
written by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
to all Sarpanch

stressing on the need
for rain water harvesting
and water conservation

IIT Bhilai to host
‘Open House’ today

Indiatourism
Mumbai, CTB to
hold Yoga Day today
RAIPUR: On the occa-
sion of 5th International
Yoga Day, on June 21,
Indiatourism, Mumbai
and Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board (CTB) is jointly
organising yoga session
from 7.00 am to 8.00 am at
Hotel Johar Chhattisgarh,
Telibandha, Raipur.

I n d i a t o u r i s m ,
Mumbai assistant
Director, Shobha
Shashikumar, Philip
Pereira (Indiatourism,
Mumbai), Dr Rahul Das,
International Yoga trainer,
Mustaque Ali Pradhan,
president Shera Club,
Sapre School Raipur,
members of Nehru Yuva
Kendra along with stu-
dents will participate in
the event.
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On the second day of their
visit to the north-eastern

state, the visiting Punjab dele-
gation on Thursday met
Meghalyan Home Minister
James K Sangma and urged
him to ensure early and ami-
cable one-time resolution of the
Sikh Settlers' issue. 

The Punjab team also
requested that the High
Powered Committee (HPC)
formed by the Meghalayan
Government on the issue
should take into account all
genuine concerns of the Sikh
families before reaching any
conclusion.     

The delegation was sent to
the state by Punjab Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh to assess the ground sit-
uation in the wake of threats
being reportedly issued to Sikh
settlers in Shillong.

The delegation also
requested the Home Minister

to ensure security of the hun-
dreds of Sikh families who
had been residing in the
Punjabi lane area of Shillong for
decades now. The state gov-
ernment should initiate more
confidence building measures
to instil confidence in the com-
munity, they felt.

On the issue of notices
issued by Shillong Municipal
Board to the Sikh settlers, the
delegation urged the Home
Minister to remove any appre-
hension from the minds of the
minority community.

Any arbitrary action taken
by local authorities to evacuate
the settlers would be in gross
violation of the right to move-
ment and freedom of the Sikh
community, said the delega-
tion.

Expressing satisfaction
with the handling of the situ-
ation by the state government,
the delegation, on behalf of
Capt Amarinder Singh,
thanked Meghalya Home
Minister for his proactive

efforts in defusing the situation.
The delegation, however,
underlined the need to guard

against attempts by vested
groups to create further prob-
lems. 

During the meeting, dele-
gation head Punjab Minister
Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa

handed Capt Amarinder's let-
ter addressed to Chief Minister
Conrad Sangma to the
Meghalyan Home Minister. 

The Home Minister
assured the delegation that all
efforts would be made to pro-
tect the Sikhs in Meghalya. 

The High Level Committee
under the chairmanship of
Deputy Chief Minister was
examining the issue from all
angles and any final decision
would be based on this out-
come only, he assured the 
delegation.

On the issue of threats
issued by the banned HNLC,
the Home Minister assured
the delegation that though the
organisation was defunct  the
state Government was not tak-
ing any chances and had
already made elaborate securi-
ty arrangements. During the
meeting, Sangma also spoke to
Capt. Amarinder Singh on
phone and assured all possible
help by his government to the
settlers.

He also apprised the visit-
ing delegation that Chief
Minister Conrad Sangma was
in constant touch with the
Punjab Chief Minister, and
would keep Capt Amarinder
updated on the situation which
he was personally monitoring
and reviewing.

Besides Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa, the group included
MP Jasbir Singh Gill, along
with MLA Kuldeep Singh Vaid
and Kulbir Singh Zira. Special
Secretary Planning D S Mangat
also accompanied the delega-
tion.

A day before, the four-
member delegation from
Punjab met members of the
Sikh community in Meghalaya
after reports emerged that they
have been told to leave the state
by the authorities there.

The delegation assured full
support of the Punjab govern-
ment to them. "Punjab gov-
ernment will take all possible
steps to bring the current dis-
pute to an amicable settle-

ment," said Randhawa, adding
that the "infringement" of the
civil rights of the Sikhs who
lived in Shillong for over 200
years would not be allowed at
any cost. 

The members of the Sikh
community in Meghalaya told
the delegation that the admin-
istration there had dubbed the
area where they lived as "slum"
and wanted their eviction.

An incident of assault in
Punjabi Lane of Shillong in
May last year had resulted in
clashes following which the
area was put under curfew for
over a month.

Punjabi Lane is inhabited
by people from Punjab, who
were brought to Shillong
around 200 years ago by the
British to work as cleaners or
sweepers. According to reports,
the Meghalaya authorities have
served notices on residents of
Punjabi Lane, directing them to
furnish documents by July 3 to
prove that they had settled in
the area legally.
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Ahead of upcoming
Haryana Assembly elec-

tions, the main political par-
ties—Bharatiya Janata Party,
Congress and Jannayak Janta
Party –have set ambitious tar-
gets to win the polls and form
the next government in the
state.

While the ruling BJP has
announced “Mission 75” to
ensure huge majority in the
Haryana Assembly, the
Congress has coined a slogan
“Abki Baar 80 ke paar, BJP
Bahar”. The JJP, a splinter group
of Indian National Lok Dal has
announced its “Mission 46” to
form the government in
Haryana.

The INLD, which was once
the main opposition party in
Haryana Assembly, has only
recently appointed its new
Haryana state party chief BD
Dhalia and began its poll
preparations on Thursday.

The ruling BJP has already
made it clear that it will contest
the Assembly elections on the
issues of giving corruption free
and transparent governance,
employment to youth and ini-
tiating various welfare schemes
while the opposition has
announced to raise the issues
of unemployment, corruption
and deteriorating law and order
situation in the state.

In the 90-member Haryana
Assembly, the BJP currently has
48 MLAs, Congress has 17
while the INLD’s strengthen
has come down to 9 MLAs
with continuous exodus of its
party MLAs to the rival camps.

After BJP’s big victory in
Lok Sabha polls where it had
won all 10 parliamentary seats
in Haryana, the saffron party
has set a target of winning

atleast 75 seats in the State
Assembly polls, due to be held
in October this year.

The  parliamentary elec-
tions, the saffron party not only
won all 10 Lok Sabha seats in
Haryana but had also main-
tained its lead in as many as 79
assembly constituencies out of
total 90 assembly seats.

Haryana BJP chief Subhash
Barala said that the party has
set a target of winning atleast
75 seats to form the next gov-
ernment in the state. The
party’s working committee will
meet on June 28, 29 in Rohtak
to discuss strategy for the
upcoming polls, he said.

The BJP is also likely to
soon announce its manifesto
committee for the Vidhan
Sabha elections. The ruling
party is also working to further
strengthen its base on all 90
assembly constituencies ahead
of the elections.

On the other hand, the
BJP’s main rival-Congress in
Haryana is still plagued with
the factionalism and infighting.
After its humiliating defeat
where it could not even open
its account despite its heavy-
weights contesting the polls, the
faction-ridden Haryana
Congress is yet to work unit-
edly to begin the poll prepara-
tions.

Amid the speculations of
change of guard in state lead-
ership, Haryana Congress chief

Ashok Tanwar has however
begun holding meetings with
his supporters.

A day before, Tanwar had
also announced party’s slogan
“Abki Baar 80 ke paar, BJP
Bahar” for assembly polls.
Though the target of winning
80 seats seems implausible at
present, given the raging
infighting and absence of orga-
nizational structure in Haryana
Congress, Tanwar claimed that
the party is ready to strength-
en its organizational structure
ahead of the polls.

JJP, a breakaway faction of
INLD has also geared up for
the polls and its party leader
Dushyant Chautala is current-
ly busy holding meetings in all
assembly constituencies and
strengthening the organiza-
tional structure at grassroot
level in the state.

Jannayak Janta Party’s state
chief Nishan Singh said that we
are working hard to achieve our
“Mission 46” in Haryana
Assembly polls.

The party is chalking out a
strategy to win atleast 46 seats
in the assembly polls to form
the next government, he added.

Commenting on targets
set by opposition parties for
Assembly elections, Health
Minister and senior BJP leader
Anil Vij on Thursday said that
dreams are tax-free but oppo-
sition’s dreams are not going to
come true.

While the BJP will contest
the polls in an alliance with
SAD, the JJP has forged an
alliance with Aam Aadmi Party
for Haryana Assembly elec-
tions.

In 2014 Vidhan Sabha elec-
tions, the BJP had won 47 seats
in the 90-member Assembly
and had managed to make its
maiden State Government in
Haryana on its own. 

The INLD had won 19
seats while the Congress had
won 15 seats.
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Punjab Government has dis-
tributed more than 2 crore

saplings free of cost till date
under Mission Tandarust
Punjab beginning June 5 last
year,  Forest Minister, Sadhu
Singh Dharamsot said on
Thursday. 

He said the State
Government was committed to
ensure a clean and pollution
free environment to the people
of the State and it is as part of
this holistic commitment that
more than 2 crore saplings of
varied types have been distrib-
uted free of people the to cost
till date under various cam-
paigns. 

The minister said 10000
hectares of area has been
brought under forest cover
with the planting of 1.3 crore
saplings whereas in accordance
with the 'Ghar Ghar Hariyali'
campaign around 68 lakh
saplings have been distributed
people free of cost to the who
have planted these at the places
of their choice.

Dharamsot said out of
these 68 lakh saplings nearly 18

lakh have been distributed
through online mobile appli-
cation 'i haryali'. Under the
scheme the people of the State
downloaded the mobile app
and thereafter procure the
saplings of their choice from
the nearest nursery.

The minister said that as
per the anti encroachment
campaign undertaken by the
department, till date 5000 acres
of land has been freed from the
illegal encroachments and the
drive to plant saplings at the
same is continuing. The min-
ister further added that under
a special scheme, 4 lakh
saplings of vegetables have
been distributed absolutely
free.

Similarly, around 10 lakh
saplings have been distributed
free of cost to the farmers
from the Clonal Hi Tech
Nursery, Qadian and Ludhiana.

Dharamsot said that a tar-
get has been set to plant 550
saplings in every village of
Punjab as part of the of 550th
Parkash Purb celebrations Sri
Guru Nanak Dev. The scheme
would see 75 lakh saplings
being planted.
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Amid the demand raised
by its party leaders to

contest on atleast 30 seats in
Haryana Assembly polls, the
Shiromani Akali Dal on
Thursday said that the deci-
sion on seat sharing with its
alliance partner Bharatiya
Janata Party for the upcoming
assembly elections in the state
will be taken at an appropri-
ate time. 

Reacting on the reports
that the SAD is seeking at
least 30 seats out of total 90 to
contest the Haryana assembly
polls,  which are due in
October, SAD’s senior leader
and in-charge for state affairs,
Balwinder Singh Bhunder on
Thursday said, “The decision
on number of seats, we will
contest will be taken at an
appropriate time when we
will sit together with our
alliance partner-BJP.”

Bhunder, while talking to
a section of mediapersons
here clarified that the SAD
has not put any demand
before the BJP on number of

seats it wants to contest in
Haryana Assembly elections.
“The number is not an issue
and these things can be sort-
ed out when we sit  
together and discuss. But the
SAD holds sway on a number
of seats in Haryana,” he
added.

His statement came a day
after senior SAD leader Prem
Singh Chandumajra had in
Delhi said that his party is in
a position to win 30 seats in
the 90-member Haryana
Assembly or make those con-
testing these seats win. 

Recently, Haryana SAD
leaders, including its state
unit president Sharanjit Singh
Sotha had also said the SAD
has a strong sphere of influ-
ence in more than 30 assem-
bly segments and should be
accommodated honourably.
The leaders had affirmed that
the SAD had come of age in
Haryana and is ready to reap
the benefits of the good work
done by it in the state. 

The SAD led by the
Badals— father-son duo of
Parkash Singh Badal and

Sukhbir— is a key ally of the
BJP-led NDA at the Centre.
The SAD in an alliance with
the BJP had ruled Punjab for
a decade till 2017 and is now
looking for political expan-
sion in Haryana.

In the 90-member
Haryana Assembly, the ruling
BJP currently has 48 MLAs
while the SAD has only one
MLA.

On the seat-sharing issue
with the SAD, Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
had recently said these things
will be decided by the BJP’s
parliamentary board at an
appropriate time.

Interestingly, the SAD,
for a long time, had been sup-
porting the Indian National
Lok Dal in Haryana despite its
alliance with BJP in Punjab
and at the national level. 

While  Badals  and
Chautalas have shared close
family ties for over several
decades, their political par-
ties—INLD and SAD-- had
parted ways in 2016 over the
contentious issue of Sultej
Yamuna Link (SYL) canal.
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Union Home Minister
Amit Shah will partici-

pate in the state level function
to be organized in Haryana’s
Rohtak on the occasion of 5th
International Yoga Day on
June 21, Friday.

The Chief  Minister
Manohar Lal, Rohtak MP
Arvind Sharma and other
senior party leaders will also
be present on the occasion.
The state level function is
scheduled to begin at 6:30 am
at Mela Ground Vita Milk
Chowk, Gohana road,
Rohtak.

The State Government
wil l  be celebrating
International Yoga Day in all
the districts and assembly
constituencies on Friday.

“Yoga events at as many as
79 places will be organized in
Haryana where Ministers,
MLAs, MPs and other office
bearers will be the chief guests
of these functions,” said an
official spokesman.

The Chief  Minister
Manohar Lal on Thursday
evening reached Rohtak and
reviewed the preparations for
the mega event.

Around 25000 people are
likely to participate in the

Rohtak event. According to
common Yoga Protocol issued
by Union Ministr y of
AYUSH, related yoga training
has been given at district
level.

The spokesman said that
Har yana Vidhan Sabha,
Speaker Kanwar Pal would
attend the district level func-
tion as chief guest in Jagadhri
of district Yamunanagar and
Deputy Speaker Santosh
Yadav  in Atel i  of
Mahendragarh district.
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Chandigarh: Haryana

Government has constituted
Haryana Yog Parishad under
the administrative control of
Health and Family Welfare
and AYUSH Departments.

In this  regard,  the
Department of Health and
Family Welfare and AYUSH
has issued a notification on
Thursday.

Giving details, an official
spokesman of the Department
said that the main objective of
Yog Parishad is to introduce
people  of the state to a healthy
lifestyle and to encourage
them to make yoga an integral
part of their life for the over-
all development of their per-

sonality.  
He said that in addition,

the Parishad will ensure par-
ticipation of youth of the
state in competitive programs
like Yog Olympiad so that
they can exhibit their skills at
national and international
level and bring laurels to the
state.

In order to achieve this
objective, the Yoga Parishad
will take all necessary mea-
sures to promote Yoga at the
village, block and district
level by disseminating and
publicizing information relat-
ed to yoga, the spokesman
added.
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#���� %�160� The Chief Minister Helpline
will be started soon in

Himachal to register problems,

complaints and suggestions of
the general public, Chief
Secretary B.K. Agarwal said on
Thursday.

The CS presided over a
workshop on CM Helpline 1100,
organised here in which a
detailed presentation on this
service was given by the states of
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh, where this helpline has
already been launched.

Agarwal said this helpline
would be a centralized grievance
system which will help in
redressing the problems and

complaints of the general public.
The people would get the facil-
ity to register their problems,
complaints and suggestions,
besides seeking information by
contacting on toll free number
1100.

Director Information
Technology, Rohan Chand
Thakur said this helpline would
be bottom-top approach which
would ensure quicker response
and transparent and responsive
governance. 

The call centre of this service
centre has been set up in the

parking complex at Tutikandi in
Shimla, where employment has
been given to 60 call centre 
operators.  

This centre will be func-
tional on all days from 7 am to
10 pm. Moreover, three
Operators would sit in the office
of Chief Minister to register
paper applications received in
formal hearing.

Director of CM Helpline,
Madhya Pradesh Bhupendra
Paraste detailed the features of
this service through power point
presentation.
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Iran’s Revolutionary Guard
shot down a US drone

Thursday amid heightened ten-
sions between Tehran and
Washington over its collapsing
nuclear deal with world pow-
ers, American and Iranian offi-
cials said, though they disput-
ed the circumstances of the
incident.

The Guard said it shot
down the drone over Iranian
airspace, while two US officials
told The Associated Press that
the downing happened over
international airspace in the
Strait of Hormuz. The different
accounts could not be imme-
diately reconciled.

Previously, the US military
alleged that Iran had fired a
missile at another drone last
week that was responding to
the attack on two oil tankers
near the Gulf of Oman. The US
blames Iran for the attack on
the ships; Tehran denies it was
involved.

The attacks come against
the backdrop of heightened
tensions between the US. 

And Iran following
President Donald Trump’s deci-

sion to withdraw from Tehran’s
nuclear deal a year ago.

Separately, Saudi Arabia
said Thursday that Yemen’s
Iranian-allied Houthi rebels
launched a rocket targeting a
desalination plant in the king-
dom the previous night. The
White House said Trump was
briefed about that attack.

Iran has quadrupled its
production of low-enriched
uranium and threatened to
boost its enrichment closer to

weapons-grade levels, trying to
pressure Europe for new terms
to the 2015 nuclear deal.

In recent weeks, the US has
sped an aircraft carrier to the
Mideast and deployed addi-
tional troops alongside the
tens of thousands already in the
region. 

From Yemen, the Houthis
have launched bomb-laden
drones into neighboring Saudi
Arabia.
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President Emmanuel Macron
sent his top diplomatic

adviser to Iran this week as part
of European efforts to defuse
tensions between Tehran and
Washington, the French pres-
idency said Thursday.

The adviser, Emmanuel
Bonne, held “high-level meet-
ings” Wednesday in Tehran,
“with the aim of contributing
to the deescalation of tensions
in the region”, Macron’s office
said.

The presidency refused to
say whom Bonne met, adding
only that he left Tehran on
Wednesday evening.

The strains between
Washington and Tehran
increased Thursday with Iran’s
announcement that it had shot
down a US “spy drone” that
violated Iranian airspace near
the Strait of Hormuz.

The United States has yet to
respond.

The incident marks the
latest escalation in tensions
following last week’s attacks on
two oil tankers in the Strait of

Hormuz, which the United
States blamed on Iran.

Tehran has denied any
involvement.

Tensions between the long-
time foes, who have had no
relations since the hostage cri-
sis that followed the 1979
Islamic revolution, have
increased sharply since US
President Donald Trump last
year abandoned a landmark
2015 nuclear agreement with
Iran and reimposed sanctions.

Macron, who is travelling
to a G20 summit in the
Japanese city of Osaka on June
28-29, will “have contact with
the main players” in the stand-
off, his office said.
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The Pentagon confirmed
on Thursday that Iranian

forces shot down a US naval
surveillance drone but insist-
ed the aircraft was in interna-
tional air space, not that of
Iran.

The BAMS-D drone was
downed by an Iranian surface-
to-air missile system while
flying in international air-

space over the Strait of
Hormuz, a US Central
Command spokesman, Navy
Captain Bill Urban, said in a
statement. 

He said it happened at
2335 GMT Wednesday.

“Iranian reports that the
aircraft was over Iran are
false,” he added. “This was an
unprovoked attack on a US
surveillance asset in interna-
tional airspace.” 
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Hong Kong opposition
groups called for another

major demonstration on
Thursday after the pro-Beijing
government did not respond to
demands of protesters who
have shaken the city with mas-
sive rallies.

Millions have marched 
this month to oppose a pro-
posed law that would have
allowed extraditions to 
the Chinese mainland, but 
the huge protest movement
has morphed into a larger
rebuke of Hong Kong’s admin-
istration.

Under-fire chief executive
Carrie Lam has apologised and
suspended the controversial
bill, but that has failed to quell
the opposition, with protesters
demanding she step down and
completely withdraw the legis-
lation.

A number of protest
groups, including student
unions, called for supporters to
mobilise on Friday, asking peo-
ple to gather at the city’s main
government complex to “hold
picnics” outside the legislature
starting 7.00 am on Friday
(2300 GMT Thursday).

They also recommended a

go-slow protest on roads and
public transport, and urged
people to gather in other parts
of the city to show their sup-
port.

“Blossom everywhere,”
read a statement circulated in
a chat group on the messaging
app Telegram by eight informal
protest groups.

“There are many ways to
participate. Think carefully
about your own ways to show
your love to Hong Kong. June
21 is not the end of the fight,
there will be more in the com-

ing days.” 
The groups also recom-

mended a mass strike, but it
was not immediately clear
which business or profession-
al groups would support such
a call.

In addition to Lam’s 
ouster and the extradition law’s
withdrawal, protesters have
also demanded the release of
those detained during 
sporadic clashes with 
police last week, and an inves-
tigation into allegations of
police brutality.
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Jeopardising peace talks in
Afghanistan, American

forces in the war-torn country
has taken into custody local
leaders close to Afghanistan’s
former President Hamid
Karzai. According to Aimal
Faizi, a former aide to the
then President, Karzai told top
US military commander in
Afghanistan General Miller
that the forces’ activities mili-
tated against the efforts to find
a peaceful solution to the cri-
sis in Afghanistan. 

“That is why you have
intensified bombing, night
raids and other types of mili-
tary operations in Afghanistan,”
Karzai told General Miller.

A number of night raids
have been conducted on influ-
ential local leaders close to
Karzai recently. The house of
Karzai’s brother in Kandahar
was hit by American forces’
rockets and a security guard
was killed in the attack in
early June.
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Britain’s Treasury chief is urg-
ing Conservative Party lead-

ership contenders to be honest
with the public and spell out
what they would do if their
plans for leaving the European
Union falter.

Philip Hammond is expect-
ed to use his Mansion House
showcase speech in the City of
London on Thursday to say the
candidates should outline what
their Plan B might be if
Parliament rejects both the
Brexit deal negotiated by out-

going Prime Minister 
Theresa May as well as tak-

ing on Brexit with no deal at all.
He plans to urge candidates

to offer realistic strategies for
taking the economy out of a
“holding pattern” in which it has
been stuck as May sought to get
the deal through the House of
Commons — possibly even if it
means another referendum on
leaving the EU.

“We cannot allow ourselves
to be forced to choose between
our democracy and our pros-
perity,” Hammond’s excerpts
said. “If the new prime minis-
ter cannot end the deadlock in
Parliament, then he will have to
explore other democratic mech-
anisms to break the impasse.” 
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ATurkish court on Thursday
gave life sentences to 24

people including senior military
officers in one of the biggest tri-
als over the 2016 failed bid to
overthrow President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan.

The judge handed 17 of
those sentenced 141 aggravated
life terms each over the deaths
of 139 people, for “violating the
constitution” and “attempting to
assassinate the president”, state
news agency Anadolu reported.

Seven others were given
between one and 17 aggravated
life sentences each, according to
Anadolu.

Such sentences carry harsh-
er prison conditions.

More sentences are expect-
ed to be handed down on
Thursday against others among
the 224 suspects on trial.

Among them is US-based
Muslim preacher Fethullah
Gulen, who Turkey accuses of
ordering the attempted putsch
which left hundreds dead and
thousands more injured in July
2016.

Gulen strongly denies the
claims. Turkey has failed to

secure his extradition.
Former air force chief Akin

Ozturk and Mehmet Disli, the
brother of former ruling party
lawmaker Saban Disli, who
since September has served as
Turkey’s ambassador to the
Netherlands, were among the
17.

One suspect, Lieutenant
Colonel Levent Turkkan, who
was the aide to then Chief of
Staff General Hulusi Akar, was
given one aggravated life sen-
tence, Anadolu reported. 
Akar was appointed defence
minister in July 2018.

There was a tense atmos-
phere minutes before the judge
issued his verdicts with dozens
of people including relatives of
those killed during the coup bid
in July 2016, lambasting the
court for not allowing them to
enter.

Saliha Arigan, whose son
was killed on the night of the
failed overthrow, pressed herself
against the gates, crying and
shouting to be allowed inside.

“The state should be
ashamed,” she said. Even as the
verdicts were handed down, the
strained mood continued with

further attempts by individuals
to enter the courtroom complex
by force.

An AFP correspondent was
not allowed to enter the court-
room by police.

The trial began in May
2017 in the country’s largest
courtroom inside a prison com-
plex in Sincan, outside the cap-
ital Ankara.

The court also handed
down an aggravated life sen-
tence for “violating the consti-
tution” to Colonel Ali Yazici,
Erdogan’s former military aide,
Anadolu reported.
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Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan said on

Thursday his country is deter-
mined to ensure that former
Egyptian President
Mohammed Morsi’s dramatic
death in a Cairo courtroom is
not forgotten.

Erdogan spoke during a
meeting with a group of foreign
journalists a day after he
claimed that Morsi didn’t die of
natural causes but was killed.

He compared Morsi’s death
to the brutal killing of Saudi
columnist Jamal Khashoggi,
slain killed at the Saudi
Consulate in Istanbul in
October.

“In the same way that we
didn’t allow the murder of the
late Jamal Khashoggi to be
forgotten, we will never allow
Morsi’s drama to be forgotten,”
Erdogan said.

The Turkish leader, who is
a fierce critic of Egyptian
President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi,
added that he believed that the
United Nations should take
up “Morsi’s suspicious death.”
In Cairo, Egyptian Foreign
Minister Sameh Shoukry
lashed out at Erdogan, saying
the latest stream of his remarks
reveal the depth of his ties to
the Muslim Brotherhood, a
pan-Arab movement that
Egypt has banned as a terror-
ist group.
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Eighteen members of the
Islamic State in the Greater

Sahara were killed in a joint
operation by US, French and
Niger troops near Niger’s bor-
der with Mali, the defence
ministry said on Tuesday.

The June 8-18 operation
took place “in the northern
border region of Tongo Tongo
targeting a gang of ISGS ter-
rorists implicated in an ambush
on May 14,” in which 28
Nigerien soldiers were killed, it
said.

“The toll on the enemy side
is: 18 terrorists neutralised,
five terrorists, of whom three
are Nigerien, taken prisoner.”
There were “no human or

material losses” during the
operation, which was code-
named ACONIT, it said.

“Important materiel was
recovered including equipment
belonging to the Niger armed
forces which were taken by the
attackers after the ambush,” the
statement said.

In October 2017, the ISGS
claimed responsibility for a
raid which killed four US sol-
diers and five Nigerien troops
in the same region, a mere 20
kilometres from the Malian
border.

On June 8, a US army
vehicle hit a landmine near the
town of Ouallam, about 100
kilometres north of the capital
Niamey, but there were no
casualties.
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Egypt’s first and last democrati-
cally elected President,
Mohamed Morsi, died on July
17, lying on the floor of the
courtroom where they were

trying him on yet more charges. (He was
already serving several life sentences). It
was probably a heart attack, but accord-
ing to witnesses, they left him lying there
for 20 minutes before medical help
arrived.

His death drew criticism from inter-
national and local human rights groups,
which accused the Egyptian government
of deliberately denying Morsi access to
medical care in jail. He was only 67, but
he was not in good health: He had both
diabetes and liver disease. But he was not
getting proper treatment for those illness-
es. A British parliamentary group that
investigated his situation at his family’s
request last year concluded that without
urgent medical assistance, the damage to
his health could be “permanent and
possibly terminal.” Well, it was.

Morsi was held in solitary confine-
ment for six years and saw his family just
three times. His living conditions were
such that the United Nations Human
rights office has called for a “prompt,
impartial, thorough and transparent
investigation” into his death. Fair enough,
but he is only one of the thousands of
Egyptians who have been murdered or
tortured by the military regime that
overthrew him in 2013.

Morsi, Egypt’s first democratically
elected President, who hailed from the
now outlawed Brotherhood, was ousted
by the military in 2013 after massive
protests against his divisive rule. The
authorities subsequently launched a
major crackdown on the Brotherhood,
arresting Morsi and many others of the
group’s leaders.

Morsi was not a very good President:
He was a narrow, stubborn man, who gov-
erned solely in the interests of his own
Muslim Brotherhood party and its Islamic
priorities. He behaved like this even
though he had barely scraped into the
presidency with the votes of many, who,
though secular in their views and values,
feared that otherwise the candidate of the
old regime would win.

They fully shared his desire to uproot
the secular “deep state” that had ruled
Egypt through three military dictators
and six decades but they had not signed
up for an Islamist constitution instead. So
they started demonstrating against Morsi
and only a year after he was elected, they
cheered when the military stepped in and
overthrew him, like so many turkeys vot-
ing for Christmas.

Morsi and his party behaved badly,
the secular pro-democracy activists were
no wiser and they have both paid a high
price in blood and misery for their mis-

takes. So is there any partic-
ular reason to highlight the
fact and manner of Morsi’s
passing?

Yes, because it creates an
opportunity to consider what
might have happened if he
had not been overthrown.

He would probably still be
alive, because he would have
been getting good medical
care, but he would no longer
be in power. His four-year
presidential term would have
expired in 2016  and he would
not have won a second term. 

Whoever won the first
election after the long-ruling
dictator Hosni Mubarak was
overthrown in 2011, was win-
ning a poisoned chalice, for
the Egyptian economy was
already on the rocks when the
protests began. In fact, that’s
why they started and the long
period of protesting and pol-
iticking that followed meant
that nobody even started
thinking about the economy
again until early 2013.

The whole of Morsi’s first
presidential term, had he
served it out, would have
been spent struggling to pull
the economy out of the ditch.
In the course of that, he would

have had to impose all sorts of
austerity measures that would
have hurt exactly the people
who were his core voters: The
pious poor. And half of them
wouldn’t have voted for him
next time.

The whole tragedy of
2013, which ended up with
General al-Sisi’s snipers killing
more than a thousand
unarmed protesters in Rabaa
and Nahda Squares in Cairo
and wounding at least 4,000
others — a massacre perhaps
as bad as Tiananmen Square
— was completely unneces-
sary. People more experienced
with democracy would have
known that Morsi and Muslim
Brotherhood rule would both
be rejected in the 2016 elec-
tions. 

All they had to do was
wait it out and let the voters
sort it out next time. That’s
what Americans, who deplore
President Donald Trump, are
doing right now but they have
more than two centuries of
democratic Government
under their belt.

The voters may choose to
make the same “mistake”
again, of course, being only
human but mostly they don’t.

And even if they do, there will
be another chance to fix
things the next time around.
As long as the decisions are
not completely irrevocable,
they can eventually be
reversed — and you get to
keep your democracy.

If Morsi had not been
overthrown, the biggest Arab
country, with one-third of
the world’s Arabic-speaking
people, would still be a
democracy. Other Arab coun-
tries like Algeria and Sudan,
where they are trying to make
democracy happen today,
would have a powerful sup-
porter in Egypt, not a sworn
enemy. Syria would probably
still have suffered a civil war
and so might Yemen but the
ultra-conservative monarchies
of the Gulf would no longer
dominate the Arab world with
their money. 

Nobody can question the
courage of the young men and
women who overthrew the
Egyptian dictatorship in 2011
but they were too ready to dis-
pense with democracy at the
first sign of trouble.

(The writer’s new book is
Growing Pains: The Future of
Democracy and Work)�������	�
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Sir — As the world celebrates
Yoga Day today, people should be
aware of the many benefits of our
traditional and comprehensive
well-being ritual so that every-
body can take advantage and
practise it as a healthy way of life.
Yoga is the only discipline which
aligns the body and mind and
helps us gain inner peace. Just five
minutes of a yoga routine a day
can change one’s life. It can help
improve concentration, too.  

Varsha Tiwari
Via email
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Sir — It is sad that militancy has
once again reared its ugly head in
Jammu & Kashmir. In yet anoth-
er encounter, another Army
Major died while another officer
of the same rank and two soldiers
were injured in an encounter in
south Kashmir earlier. Our Army
has shown indomitable spirit in
protecting the borders of the
country so that the people, espe-
cially in Jammu & Kashmir,
remain safe. It is for the
Government to make sure that

security forces are fully equipped
to fight terrorists. The preparede-
ness of our forces has long been
questioned. It’s high time the
Government reviews counter-
insurgency operations and invests
in capacity-building.

Kirti Agarwal 
Via email
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Sir — Now that JP Nadda has been
appointed the Bharatiya Janata
Party’s (BJP) working president, he
has a task at hand that can only be
described as onerous. Nadda, who
headed the Health Ministry in

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
first tenure, is a symbol of
dynamism, perseverance, sobriety
and maturity. His ascent from a
students’ leader to the working
president of the BJP — at a time
when the party has flourished in
a majority of States and has deci-
mated the Opposition in the

recent parliamentary polls —
makes it special and significant as
it will likely take him to the top slot
by December. 

J Akshay 
Bengaluru
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Sir — Yoga is panacea for all types
of physical, mental, emotional,
psychic and psychological imbal-
ances. In the famous documentary
on meditation, Spiritual Reality:
Journey Within, many benefits of
yoga have been enumerated upon.
The documentary reveals how
yoga replenishes and rejuvenates
a yogi physically, mentally and
spiritually. In the state of perfect
yoga, one receives abundant cos-
mic energy, which heals, energis-
es and rejuvenates each and every
cell, nerve and organ of the phys-
ical, mental and spiritual body of
a man. It cleanses the body of all
its ills and toxins that might
develop into some fatal ailments.
We must practise yoga for a
healthy, happy and fulfilling life. 

Jubel D’Cruz
Mumbai
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Digital technologies have now become the
most powerful lever for financial inclusion
and are considered the smartest way to

rapidly unlock economic opportunity and accel-
erate social development with economic empow-
erment. Digital tools have fostered speedier and
more inclusive growth by dramatically reducing
financial service providers’ costs and making ser-
vices more convenient and accessible for users,
especially low-income subscribers in remote loca-
tions. Money sits in a virtual account on a server
where it can be transferred with the click of a but-
ton. 

Digital finance payments and financial services
delivered via mobile phones and the internet are
greasing the wheels of the economic system and
transforming the lives and economic prospects of
individuals, businesses and Governments across
the developing world, thus boosting GDP and mak-
ing the goal of financial inclusion a reality.

In contrast to digital financial systems, phys-
ical channels are prohibitive for even low income
populations. First, physical banking is relatively
costlier and riskier for consumers to perform even
while engaging in basic financial activities — pay-
ments, savings, investments and remittances.
Second, it is very costly for utility firms, banks,
insurance companies and other institutions to
transact with them as it makes their operations
infeasible and unsustainable. Digital channels offer
a robust fix for the problems encountered by both
consumers and financial institutions in tradition-
al systems of finance.

Digital finance can be defined as financial ser-
vices delivered over digital infrastructure, includ-
ing internet and mobile, with low use of cash and
traditional bank branches. Computers, mobile
phones or biometric payment cards used over
Point-of-Sale (PoS) devices connect individuals and
businesses to a digitised payments infrastructure,
enabling seamless transaction across all parties. 

The popular term for the digital financial rev-
olution is “fintech,” which has fundamentally
changed people’s lives and transformed the busi-
ness landscape. In many markets, cash is fast
becoming obsolete and transactions are mostly via
digital tools. Banking is also moving into a pres-
ence-less, paperless and real-time era: While there
will always be bank branches, banks will become
more “invisible” in how they deliver their services
— many of which will primarily be accessed online.

The fintech revolution is led by a host of play-
ers, including commercial banks, telecommuni-
cation firms, payment banks, small finance banks
and financial technology companies. It is harness-
ing technology to reinvent traditional business
models, creating opportunities to connect India’s
hitherto unbanked communities to affordable
and reliable financial tools at an unprecedented
speed and scale. It offers a preview of what the
global banking model may look like a genera-
tion from now. 

Fintech has freed bank staff from counters
and relieved customers of the inconvenience of
transacting solely during banking hours. Most
of the financial work can now be done via the
smartphone, improving payment systems, elim-
inating paper receipts and reducing a number of
frictions thus not only saving customers’ time and
money, but improving their quality of life.

Meanwhile, the phenomenal data foot-
print provided by smartphones and
data-connected mobile phones is pro-
viding an unprecedented opportunity
to bring people with limited credit-his-
tory into the formal mainstream
through alternate credit profiles. In con-
junction with this digital data, Artificial
Intelligence and machine learning algo-
rithms can assess the credit worthiness
of the user, making it possible to pro-
vide loans to them even in the absence
of a traditional credit history.

Digital finance also offers major
technological and infrastructure chal-
lenges. Sparse populations, inconsistent
network coverage, insufficient capital for
building new business models and cus-
tomers’ lack of trust and comfort with
technology can stand in the way of suc-
cess, particularly in remote or unde-
served communities. And the risks of
implementing digital financial services
are not just operational and technical:
There are also concerns about the secu-
rity, affordability and safety of these new
financial channels. To take just one exam-
ple, loss of customer privacy is all but
inevitable, despite efforts to create safe-
guards. For India’s financial inclusion
industry to capitalise fully on the bene-
fits of digital finance, the accompanying
risks must be understood and ade-
quately addressed.

However, digital finance can have
negative effects for financial inclusion.
Providers of digital finance services can
be profit-seeking corporations that
use digital finance to maximise their
profitability or to maximise the prof-
itable opportunities of businesses affil-
iated with digital finance providers,
namely banks, financial and non-
financial institutions. Corporate
providers of digital finance services can

discriminately use a more aggressive
marketing tactic to persuade high and
middle income customers to use a new
or existing digital finance platform or
infrastructure. They must use a less-
aggressive marketing tactic to per-
suade low-income and poor customers
to use new or existing digital platforms
or infrastructure if they believe the lat-
ter cannot afford the associated fees. 

The most important need is to
strengthen the entire ecosystem within
which last-mile agents, clients and finan-
cial service providers interact with tech-
nology. To facilitate a seamless transition
in digital financial services, India will
have to consider the following:

�The need to balance the regulato-
ry framework to support innovation and
competition, while ensuring the safety
and soundness of the financial system.

� Maintain openness to new play-
ers and models such as non-bank play-
ers like fintechs, telecom-supported
financial services providers, crowd fund-
ing and big data analytics.

� The role of regulatory sandboxes
to test new digital ideas and initiatives.

�The importance of sufficient dig-
ital infrastructure.

�The role of national identification
systems, biometrics and tiered know-
your-customer digital solutions that
reach beyond the banking system.

While ground-breaking technolo-
gy and innovative business operations
provide fresh business opportunities,
there are also new risks, which relate to
implementing digital financial ser-
vices, not just operational and techni-
cal. Loss of privacy is the most obvious
one. Despite efforts to create safeguards,
it is all but inevitable. Though these
risks cannot be eliminated, they can be
mitigated. We must keep in mind the

concerns of security, affordability and
safety.

India’s central bank has been espous-
ing a cautious approach in addressing
concerns around consumer protection
and law enforcement. The key objectives
of the regulator have been to create an
environment for responsible fintech
innovations, to expand the reach of
financial services for the unbanked pop-
ulation, to regulate an efficient electron-
ic payment system and to provide suit-
able options to consumers.

While India is right in espousing a
cautious approach, it would be more
practical if it strikes a balance between
protecting investors and consumers and
giving banks, retailers and financial
technology and telecommunications
companies room to compete and inno-
vate. Because regulations often shut out
non-bank competitors, Governments
should consider a tiered approach,
whereby businesses, without a full bank-
ing licence, can provide basic financial
products to customers.

Success cannot occur in a vacuum.
To capture the opportunity, Government,
leaders and businesses have to make a
concerted and coordinated effort. Three
building blocks are required: A dynam-
ic business environment for financial ser-
vices, widespread mobile and digital
infrastructure and digital finance prod-
ucts that meet the needs of individuals
and small businesses in ways that are
superior to the informal financial tools
used today. As the Government and the
fintech industry work to navigate the
many challenges ahead, efforts to main-
tain a balance between safety and inno-
vation must continue. 

(The writer is Member, NITI Aayog’s
National Committee on Financial Literacy
and Inclusion for Women)
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That sustainability and econom-
ic growth are co-dependent is
well-known. Green funding ie,

financing environment-friendly activ-
ities and projects, can act as a catalyst
to fulfil both. Hence, it is important to
link the financial sector to make it
responsive to climate-related con-
cerns. Green funding can have two
aspects — first, financial institutions
ensuring (before granting any credit)
that no project financed breaches cur-
rent environmental standards. The sec-
ond relates to preferring activities or
projects that are climate-friendly ie,
ones that reduce emissions or help
cope with vagaries of climate change. 

The “business-as-usual” sce-
nario without achieving environ-

mental goals may lead to loss of civil-
isation. Such a world will support a
small fraction of the current global
population, with many places (like
the Gulf Cooperation Council)
becoming unfit for living. However,
there’s hope. A recent report by the
Global Sustainable Investment
Alliance shows at least $30.7 trillion
is held in green investments, up 30
per cent from 2016. How did this
happen? And how can we acceler-
ate the same?

Greening investments require
efforts in terms of capacity-building,
improving governance and new invest-
ment policies. The current flow of cap-
ital to the green sector is mostly from
the private sector, with many involved
players largely directing capital to these
causes, as per the inclination of the
asset holders ie, people, whose money,
various institutions like mutual funds
and insurance companies invest.
These asset holders are aware of the
consequences of climate change and
want the money to be invested so as
to address the issue. The world needs
a lot of capital to fight climate change.
As per a report by the World

Economic Forum, it would need an
added investment of around $0.7
trillion per year to sustain the chal-
lenges posed by climate change.

The notion of green funding in
India is very recent. However, within
this short period, notable institutions
like SBI, Axis Bank, Power Finance
Corporation and a few independent
power producers like Renew Power
and Greenko have tapped dedicated
green funds existing in the West by
issuing green bonds. To scale up the
efforts locally, a collective effort on the
part of all stakeholders, including the
Government, banks, institutions and
regulators is needed to build a climate
resilient nation via green funding.
“Green banks” are considered to be a
promising solution to develop green
infrastructure markets. An obvious
question that emerges here is: How can
India unleash its potential?

Nearly 1,500 investors globally,
with $45 trillion of assets under their
management, have made public com-
mitments to responsible investment.
The benefits that directly emerge for
investors allocating capital to green
causes are — access to green

assets/projects without higher project
risk, achieving environmental and
financial return on investment, com-
pliance to green mandates, awareness
and commitment to green growth, and
deeper engagement with firms man-
aging green issues. Undoubtedly, this
hints towards investors with substan-
tial corpus, who are active supporters
of climate change. It is but natural that
these investors have an appetite for
green bond funding. It is to mop up
funds from these sources that the
Indian institutions mentioned earlier
issued green bonds.

There is evidence that several
developing nations like Bangladesh,
Nigeria, Fiji and Indonesia among
others have committed themselves to
green financing. Nigeria, Fiji and
Indonesia have issued sovereign green
bonds. Given India’s existing emission
trajectory, it is essential for us to tap
green financing to ensure minimum
emissions with greater resilience. The
International Finance Corporation
(IFC), a member of the World Bank
Group, and Amundi, Europe’s largest
asset manager, announced the suc-
cessful launch of the world’s largest

targetted green bond fund focused on
emerging markets, the Amundi Planet
Emerging Green One (EGO), in
March 2018. With a $256 million cor-
nerstone commitment from IFC, the
fund aims to increase the capacity of
emerging market banks to fund cli-
mate-smart investments.
Subsequently, an announcement was
made about IFC tying up with HSBC
Global Asset Management to set up
a similar fund targetted at non-bank-
ing segment.

How does India fare on attracting
green investments?As per a report by
Bloomberg New Energy Finance,
India reserved the second position in
global ranking in attractiveness for
renewable sector investments, primar-
ily coerced by its policy push towards
increasing renewable energy. Further,
it had the second biggest (2017)
renewable energy investment market
among all such climate-conscious
economies, drawing $ 9.4 billion fresh
funding. 

Despite evidence of increasing pri-
vate sector interest in clean energy and
associated green investments, the
scale of green investments has a lot

more to cover. Closing this gap is our
collective task. Development finance
institutions like IFC and ADB among
others may support by credit enhance-
ments instruments like guarantee,
besides investing in some key projects
and help in slashing the overall cost of
capital. The unified action of public
and private funding leverages far
greater capital flow, compared to
standalone private sector finance.

India is trying to be a big player
here. Nevertheless, more needs to be
done. The launch of the Amundi
Planet EGO can be an incentive to
developing nations, including India.
The long time scale and large size of
the fund, which will actively invest in
emerging market green bonds issued
by financial institutions through to
2025, is expected to significantly
increase the scale and pace of climate
finance in emerging markets. 

Further, consistent positions on
financial policy and market interven-
tion by Governments can help give
confidence to both domestic and
international investors. Similarly, con-
sistent policy positions and support for
green growth and environmental

objectives will boost investors’ confi-
dence in green funding.

A missing piece of the puzzle,
however, is a substantial amount of
dedicated green capital that exists
locally in the Indian markets. This has
started with dedicated green funds
slowly finding their ground here.
Currently, there are a few funds like
GEF Capital Partners, Eversource
Capital, which are dedicated to green
causes. Recently, Avendus, a leading
financial service provider, announced
that it has launched India’s first ESG
fund. Is India ready to launch a large
“green fund” in which retail or even
high net worth individuals are substan-
tial contributors? Industry veterans are
not positive about it. Then how do we
get there? Clearly, greater awareness is
the answer. The good thing is that the
journey has already started. Still,
more momentum is required to pro-
vide the desired impetus.

(Megha Jain is assistant professor,
Faculty of Management Studies,
University of Delhi and Sandeep
Bhattacharya is projects manager,
Climate Bonds Initiative (CBI),
Mumbai)
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The National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) on

Thursday admitted the insol-
vency petition filed by the
lenders’ consortium led by
State Bank against Jet Airways.

The tribunal has also
appointed Ashish
Chhauchharia of Grant
Thornton as the resolution
professional for the crippled
airline that stopped operations
on April 17.

The tribunal comprising
VP Singh and Ravikumar
Duraisamy directed the RP to
try and finish the resolution
process in three months even
though the law allows six
months, saying “the matter is of
national importance.”

In its plea, SBI has made a
claim of �967 crore and said it
had given �505 crore in work-
ing capital loans, and an over-
draft facility of �462 crore to

the company.
However, the tribunal

rejected the plea by the
Netherlands based vendors for
filing an intervention applica-
tion, saying the Dutch district
court had no jurisdiction to
order bankruptcy of Jet Airways.

The representatives of two
Dutch two logistics vendors
wanted the tribunal’s nod to
make an intervention petition.

It can be noted that two
logistics vendors of Jet in the
Netherlands had confiscated a
passenger jet at the Amsterdam
airport late March seeking dues
and a local had in May ordered
bankruptcy process against the
grounded airline and had
appointed Rocco Mulder as the
administrator for the bank-
ruptcy proceedings.

The tribunal also rejected
the bankruptcy pleas filed by
two operational creditors of Jet-
-Shaman Wheels and Gaggar
Enterprises. These companies
claim �8.74 crore, and �53
lakh respectively from the air-
line, and were the first to take
the airline for bankruptcy on
June 10.
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Shares of Jet Airways wit-
nessed an unprecedented

rally on the bourses Thursday,
bouncing back sharply after
days of massive fall to close the
day over 122 per cent higher.

After a highly volatile trad-
ing day, the scrip skyrocketed
93.35 per cent to close at �64
on the BSE, helped by robust
fag end buying. During the day,
it zoomed 133.68 per cent to
�77.35.

Earlier in the day, shares of
the company had touched its
all-time low of �27, down 18.42
per cent.

At the NSE, shares rose by
122.20 per cent to close at
�73.55. In intra-day trade, it
touched a high of �82.75 and
an all-time low of �26.55.
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The Indian economy has
been clearly losing traction

and needs a decisive monetary
policy to promote growth, said
Reserve Bank of India
Governor Shaktikanta Das
while voting for a 25 basis
points (bps) rate cut along
with other five members at the
MPC meet earlier this month.

Das, as per the minutes of
the June 3-6 Monetary Policy
Committee, said that since the
last meeting of the rate-setting
panel in April 2019, greater clar-
ity has emerged about the evolv-
ing macroeconomic situation.

The RBI released the min-
utes of the meeting Thursday.

Overall, there is clear evi-
dence of economic activity
“losing traction” with the GDP
growth in the fourth quarter of
the last financial year slowing
to 5.8 per cent, he said.

“In sum, growth impulses
have clearly weakened, while
the headline inflation trajecto-
ry is projected to remain below
4.0 per cent throughout 2019-
20 even after considering the
expected transmission of the

past two policy rate cuts.
“Keeping in view the evolv-

ing growth inflation dynamics,
there is a need for decisive mon-
etary policy action. Hence, my
vote is to reduce the policy repo
rate by 25 basis points,” he said.

He also favoured shifting
the stance of monetary policy
from neutral to accommoda-
tive to send a clear signal,
indicating that more measures
could be taken in the near
future to boost growth.

It was for the third time in
a row that the RBI cut the key
lending rate (repo) by 25 bps.

MPC member and RBI
Deputy Governor Viral Acharya
said the mixed picture on eco-
nomic growth has morphed
into one where at least some
aspects have weakened consid-
erably over the past two quarters.
He also flagged some upside
risks, including deficiency in
monsoon and volatality in crude
oil prices, to inflation.

“In spite of my dilemma, I
vote — albeit with some hesi-
tation — to frontload the pol-
icy rate cut from 6 per cent to
5.75 per cent...” the minutes
quoted him as saying.
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Debt-ridden realty firm
Jaypee Infratech’s credi-

tors, which include banks and
homebuyers, Thursday met to
assess the progress of the ongo-
ing insolvency proceedings
and decide the future course of
action.

According to sources, the
Committee of Creditors (CoC)
did not take any decision on
the way forward. The decision
on whether to consider bids of
Adani Group or Jaypee Group
would be taken after a hearing
in this matter in the National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) on July 2.
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Two former IL&FS execu-
tives  Arrested by the

Enforcement Directorate for
their alleged roles money laun-
dering for the crisis-hit lending
firm, were Thursday remand-
ed to six-day custody of the
central agency.

IL&FS former joint man-
aging director Arun K Saha and

its transportation network MD
K Ramchand were remanded in
ED’s custody by a special PMLA
court till June 25.

The two were arrested late
Wednesday and produced
before Judge P P Rajvaidya of
the special court set up under
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act. The duo’s were
the first arrests in the case of
financial irregularity by IL&FS.
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The GST Council will on
Friday consider slashing

GST rate on electric vehicles to
5 per cent, from 12 per cent
currently, along with exten-
sion of the tenure of the anti-
profiteering authority by a year
till November 2020, an
official said.

The 35th meeting of the
GST Council and the first
under Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman will also
consider a couple of anti-eva-
sion steps such as integration
of e-way bill with NHAI’s
FASTag from April 1, 2010,
and asking businesses with a
turnover of over Rs 50 crore to
issue e-invoice for B2B (busi-

ness-to-business) sales, as well
as asking states to make e-tick-
eting mandatory for all 
movie halls.

The Council will also con-
sider tweaking GST rate on lot-
tery. An 8-member group of
state finance ministers could
not reach a consensus on
whether a uniform tax rate
should be imposed on lotter-
ies or the current differential
tax rate system be continued.

Currently, a state-organ-
ised lottery attracts 12 per
cent GST, while a state-autho-
rised lottery attracts 28 per
cent tax.

Also, the Council is likely
to discuss a mechanism for
single-point sanctioning and
processing GST refunds.
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Airbus on Thursday said it has
signed an MoU with Pawan

Hans Limited (PHL) in Paris for
collaboration in introducing two
new categories of its helicopters
- H145 and H225 - in the latter’s
fleet sometime in the future.

The Airbus also said
according to the MoU, signed
on Wednesday evening, it would
provide “predictive and sched-
uled maintenance” for the
repair, maintenance and over-
haul of PHL’s existing fleet of
AS365N Dauphin helicopters.

Government-owned PHL is
the largest customer in the world
for Airbus Dauphin helicopters.
It currently has 37 Dauphin
units deployed for offshore oil
and gas operations, VIP trans-

portation and other utility duties.
“The MoU stipulates that

Airbus Helicopters will support
PHL in growing its onshore,
offshore and inland travel mar-
kets by introducing the best-in-
class H145 and H225 rotor-
crafts (helicopters) into their
fleet,” Airbus said Thursday.

The H145 and H225 are
multi-role helicopters, ideal
for supporting PHL’s wide
range of missions across the
country, Airbus said.

The MoU, signed by Air
Commodore Dayasagar,
Executive Director at PHL and
Ashish Saraf, Head of Airbus
Helicopters for India and South
Asia, also includes customised
training and an on-site Safety
Management System (SMS)
for PHL pilots.
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New Delhi: Credit Guarantee
Fund Trust for Micro and
Small Enterprises (CGTMSE),
a trust set up by Government
of India and Small Industries
Development Bank of India
(SIDBI), crossed a significant
milestone in FY19 by approv-
ing 4.35 lakh guarantees for an
aggregate loan amount of
�30,168 crore recording a
growth of 58% compared with
the previous fiscal. PNS
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Two days after Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee

warned her party men against
taking cut money from the
people for getting their works
done under various schemes
the stated cut-money contro-
versy caught wind on Thursday
with more villages of Birbhum
district getting hit by intermit-
tent clashes between support-
ers of the local TMC leaders
who allegedly received bribe
from the locals for getting
their works done and those
who paid bribe.

At least five people got bul-
let injuries at Birbhum’s
Dubrajpur and Sainthia region

when clashes erupted between
the supporters of the local
TMC leaders and the people
who gheraoed their houses
asking for the cut money to be
paid back.

Banerjee had earlier in a
meeting of party councilors
said that she would not toler-
ate accepting cut money. “I hear
that some of you even take
�200 for a work of �2,000 to be
done. I will not tolerate this. No
one will take cut money and
those who have taken them will
have to return that money.”

As people started gathering
outside the houses of local
TMC leaders to get their
money back clashes started,
sources said.

At higher level the “cut
money” crisis took an uncom-
fortable turn for the Trinamool
Congress leadership with
party’s Birbhum MP Shatabdi
Roy telling reporters in Delhi
that “such a step should have
been taken earlier,” wondering
“what will happen to the share
of the bribe that had gone
upwards from the lower level.”

She also feared “while in
lower level the people may
stop taking cut money but
where is the guarantee that the
higher leadership will not
charge their share of cut money
at higher rates?” The TMC
leadership refused in Kolkata
however to comment on Roy’s
statement.
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At least two persons died and
five were seriously injured

in an alleged police firing on
Thursday even as fresh violence
erupted along Bhatpara-
Jagaddal area in Barrackpore
parliamentary constituency
where political clashes have
become a regular affair since the
conclusion of the general elec-
tions on May 19.

The incident started when
clashes broke out between two
groups leading the police to
intervene. While victims’ fam-

ilies accused the police of open-
ing fire at the fleeing crowd
killing two persons on the
spot, local police officers said,
they had only resorted to tear-
gassing and blank fire in a bid
to disperse the violent mob.

“There were violent clash-
es between two groups and the
police had to rush in. When we
reached the spot our vehicles
were attacked. The car of the
Assistant Commissioner-II was
badly damaged and it was at
this juncture that the police had
to fire in the air and burst tear
gas shells,” a senior officer said
adding, “things are being inves-
tigated.”

From Kolkata Home
Secretary Alapan
Bandopadhyay said the two
dead persons had been identi-
fied as Rambabu Sahu and

Santosh Sahu adding the peo-
ple of Bhatpara had been flee-
ing area in the wake of contin-
uous violence adding some
outsiders were disrupting peace
in the area. 

“Police have been rushed to
the area and the situation has
been brought under control,”
he said adding the area had
been brought under Section
144 (IPC).

All shops along the 3-km
area in this area remained
closed with hardly any people
venturing outside. Bhatpara is
barely 45 km from Kolkata and
is one of mega city’s satellite
townships. The region had
been witnessing intermittent
trouble for the past several
weeks with goons of both the
Trinamool Congress and BJP
engaging each other in bomb-

and-gun battles forcing the
Government to open a new
police station in the area.

The inauguration of the
police station on Thursday was
however was indefinitely post-
poned against the backdrop of
the violence. “The situation was
so grim that State DGP
Virendra who was supposed to
inaugurate the police station
had to return from mid-way.
He was however sent to the
area late on Thursday follow-
ing Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s order, sources said.

The condition of five other
injured persons was stated to be
“very very critical” by doctors
of a private hospital where
there were being treated in
Kolkata. “They are being oper-
ated upon and nothing can be
said about them before 72

hours,” a doctor treating them
said. Local BJP MP Arjun
Singh accused Mamata
Banerjee of provoking the vio-
lence in the area. “It is the
goons of the TMC who have
beenrampaging the area. And
the police are siding with them.
They killedtwo poor and ordi-
nary citizens from a point-
blank today.”

Pointing fingers at the
Chief Minister, BJP’s observer
for Bengal Kailash Vijaybargiya
said “Mamata Banerjee cannot
digest the defeat she has faced
at the hands of the BJP and so
she is creating trouble in vari-
ous places encouraging the
goons to attack the BJP sup-
porters.” He said a central team
of MPs would soon visit
Bhatpara on a fact finding
mission.
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Taking serious exception to
several of the central board

and English medium schools
not teaching Marathi as a lan-
guage, the BJP-led Maharashtra
Government announced on
Thursday that it would make
Marathi a compulsory subject
in all schools run under vari-
ous school boards in the State.

Coming out with a major
policy initiative, Maharashtra
chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis said: “It has come to
our notice that several schools
– particularly CBSE and ICSE
schools –do not follow the
legislation relating to the
Marathi language.  In order to
make Marathi as a compulso-
ry subject in schools run under
all the school boards, we will

amend the relevant legislation
to make it more stringent and
enforce it strictly in schools
across the state”.  

Fadnavis was responding
to starred question raised by
Shiv Sena MLC Neelam Gorhe
in the State Legislative Council
as an issue of propriety. Gorhe
was trying to draw the attention
of the Maharashtra govern-
ment about the plans by several
Marathi litterateurs, led by All
India Marathi literary confer-

ence president Lakshmikant
Deshmukh and president of a
forum set up foster the growth
of Marathi language Madhu
Mangesh Karnik, to stage a
protest at the Azad Maidan
here on June 24 to demand that
Marathi be made a compulso-
ry subject in schools run under
all school boards in the state.

The chief minister said that
the forum set up to foster the
growth of Marathi had pro-
posed: that Marathi be made

compulsory in education insti-
tutions run under all boards
along the lines of the state lan-
guage policy practised in Tamil
Nadu, that a Marathi language
development authority be set up,
that the standard of Marathi
schools be improved in the
state, that the quality of educa-
tion be enhanced to ensure
against recurring closure of
Marathi schools, circulars be
issued to encourage the reading
habits among students in schools
and that a Marathi language cen-
tre be set up in Mumbai.    

The chief minister said
that he and Education Minister
Vinod Tawade, who is also the
minister for Marathi language,
would meet a delegation of
Marathi litterateurs on June 24
to discuss and decide on their
various demands.
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Atrial court here on
Thursday rejected an appli-

cation made by BJP MP Pragya
Singh Thakur, prime accused in
the 2008 Malegaon blast case,
seeking permanent exemption
from appearance once a week.

The newly elected Bhopal
MP had said in her plea that
she was suffering from various
ailments and was not in the
condition to attend the court.

Thakur had also said that
being a 'sadhvi' (a woman
ascetic), she has to follow strict
discipline for her 'sadhna' (wor-
ship) and adhere to certain
dietary rules.

In view of all this, it was not
possible for her to travel from
Bhopal to Mumbai every week,
said the application filed by her
lawyer advocate J P Mishra.

She had also cited her
duties as Bhopal MP as a rea-
son for not being able to attend

the court.
Advocate Mishra had also

submitted that as per her
party's whip, she needs to
attend the ongoing Parliament
session.

Therefore, she should be
exempted from appearance at
least till the end of Parliament
session on July 26, the lawyer
said.

However, special judge for
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) cases V S Padalkar said
these grounds were "not rea-
sonable and genuine". The
judge, though, exempted her
from appearance on Thursday.

"Attendance of Parliament
is necessary and one should
obey whip of the party", how-
ever, no documentary evidence
about any such whip was pro-
duced, the judge said.

Thakur, during her last
appearance, had complained
about dust in the courtroom
and the chair provided for her.
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Karnataka Congress leaders
from Veerashaiva-Lingayat

community Thursday met
Chief Minister HD
Kumaraswamy and demanded
that the government recom-
mend to the Centre, granting of
the OBC status to the com-
munity.

The leaders also sought
setting up of Veerashaiva-
Lingayat Development
Corporation.

The delegation that met
Chief Minister in the presence

of Deputy Chief Minister G
Parameshwara included-
KPCC Working President
Eshwar Khandre, Home
Minister M B Patil, senior leg-
islators Shamanur
Shivashankarappa and S R
Patil, among others.

"Those in Veerashaiva-
Lingayat community who are
backward- socially, economi-
cally and in education- for
them Veerashaiva-Lingayat
Development Corporation has
to be set up.

All of us leaders and MLAs
have submitted a memoran-

dum to theChief Minister,"
Khandre told reporters after the
meeting.

"Also, we have requested to
recommend inclusion of
Veerashaiva-Lingayat in the
Other Backward Class (OBC)
list at the Centre. CM and
DCM have responded posi-
tively," he added.

Leaders said, various sub-
sects of the community are
already on the OBC list in the
State.

Patil, who was part of the
delegation, said there was no
politics involved in it.
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Lucknow: Taking a cue from
the Centre, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that there was
no place for corrupt officers
and staff in the Government
and they could be shown the
door by giving them compul-
sory retirement. 

The Chief Minister said
this while reviewing the work
of Secretariat Administration
department at Lok Bhawan
here on Thursday.

He asked the officials to
prepare a list of corrupt officers,
saying that such officers could
be forced to take voluntary
retirement. 

He also advised firm action
against corrupt employees, say-
ing that they be barred from
promotion.

Yogi also asked the officials
to ensure payment of employ-
ees’ dues pending for over four
months and to take action on
issues related to promotion, fill-
ing up of vacancies and retire-
ment of employees. 

Enquiring about e-office
system, Yogi directed officials to
expedite work on connecting
every office with the system. 

“It (e-office system) should
later be taken to district offices
and arrangements should be
made to preserve important
documents of the secretariat,”
he said.

Yogi also issued directive
that data of employees be fed
on Manav Sampada portal so
that their service-related mat-
ters could be disposed of in a
time-bound manner.

“Soon, biometric system
will be installed in secretariat,”
he said. PNS
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Three children drowned
while four other kids were

feared drowned after the driver
of a pick-up van carrying 29
people lost control as a result
of which the vehicle plunged
into Indira Canal in Nagram
area of Lucknow early
Thursday morning. 

Senior police officials and
District Magistrate Kaushal
Raj Sharma reached the spot to
oversee rescue work. 

As per reports, Ram
Bahadur of Sarai Pandey area
of Barabanki along with mem-
bers of his extended family had
come to Lucknow to attend the
marriage of a kin’s son in Patwa
Kheda area. After attending the
wedding ceremony, they left for
Barabanki by a pick-up van
around 2:30 am on Thursday.

As the van carrying 29 per-
sons, including 22 adults, neared

Chheda Kheda village, driver
Durgesh of Barabanki probably
dozed off as a result of which the
van plunged into the canal. 

Later, a massive rescue
operation was launched by
personnel of National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) and
State Disaster Response Fund
(SDRF) along with local police. 

To control the agitated
crowd that had gathered at the
spot, PAC jawans and cops
were deployed. Firemen were
also pressed into service to
locate the missing persons.

The 25-foot water in the
canal posed a stiff challenge in
the rescue operation. To speed
up rescue work, officials divert-
ed water to bring down the
water level in the canal and
reduce the current.

The rescuers managed to
fish out the bodies of three chil-
dren, identified as Aman (9) of
Nagram, Saurabh (8) and Shani

(5) of Sarai Pandey area of
Barabanki. 

However, four other kids,
identified as Sachin (6), Sajan
(8), Mansi (4) and Manish (5),
all from Barabanki, were miss-
ing and efforts were on to
locate them.

Later, recalling the ordeal,
a victim said, ‘It was pitch dark
outside. As the van hurtled
down into the canal, the driver
screamed in fear which sent us
into a tizzy. By the time we
could gather ourselves, the van
landed on the canal bed. All of
us tried to locate our children.
But as it was becoming difficult
to hold breath in the water, we
somehow came out of the
canal. Most of the children
were missing and we started
crying for help.” 

A police spokesman said
that the bodies were recovered
about 200 metres away from
the mishap spot around 4 pm.
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Congress general secretary
in-charge UP East,

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
attacked Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath over deteriorating
law and order, saying that
members of the fairer sex
were forced to live in an
atmosphere of fear in Uttar
Pradesh.

In a tweet on Thursday,
Priyanka hit out at Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath “for
his failure to check crime”, say-
ing that innocent minors were

being subjected to brutality in
UP and women had been
pushed to live in fear of falling
prey to sexual abuse. 

She alleged that even men
were torched alive in the state
and those enjoying power had
preferred to keep their eyes
shut towards such atrocities.
The Congress leader sought to
know when would the UP
government start taking
responsibility of saving the
modesty of girls and women
and when would they ensure
a society free from fear to
everyone.
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For Jasprit Bumrah, wickets in
England are the most difficult to
bowl on, when it comes to white

ball cricket. He dispelled the popular
notion that the cloudy conditions give
bowlers a lot of help in English condi-
tions and said, for him England has
been the toughest turf to strategise his
bowling on.

“In white ball cricket, England is
the flattest and the most difficult
wicket to bowl on for any bowler.
Usually, there is no help. It may seem
as if in the cloud conditions the ball will
swing but the ball doesn’t swing nor
does it seam. So, in these conditions,
we have to rely on our accuracy and
clarity. Knowing there our flat wickets,
we accordingly adjust. We prepare for
the worst situation and then if there is
help we focus on that,” he told journal-
ists after training at the stadium here
on Thursday.

However, he said, overall till now
that wickets in the World Cup have
been decent. “In the first game that we
played here, there was some help with
the new ball but still it was a decent
wicket. As the ball got older, it got bet-
ter to bat on. The oval was a flat wick-
et  with 350 runs etc. There is some
help at times, but you don’t focus on
all those things. You see on a given day
what works for you, analyse the wick-
et quickly, if there is no help you go
back to your strengths. If there is help,
you try to swing the ball and try to take
wickets. But most of the time it is
always easier to analyse the wicket and
decide on the day how the wicket
behaves,” he said while talking about
400 plus scores not happening.

Talking about the entr y of
Mohammed Shami into the opening
overs due to Bhuvneshwar Kumar’s
hamstring injury, Bumrah said it made
no difference for him. “We are just
focussing on our strengths and dis-
cussing  the same with Shami. The
three of us have played before and I am
just focussing on what we have to do
and not on does it affect us or not,” he
said.

Though, he said, the injury of
Shikhar Dhawan was unfortunate, he
was all praise for KL Rahul’s adaptabil-
ity and how the team benefits from
such strengths. Him batting up the
order “shows a lot about the ability of
the player to adjust to the situation. He

was playing at No 4 and he adapted
well. In the game against Australia,
he got few balls but he cleared the
ball well. It says a lot about the
quality of the player if he can adjust

according to situation. Whenever
he wants to accelerate he can so that

gives us a lot of flexibility and no
headaches when we are facing an
injury. That’s a positive sign for us,” he
added.

According to his skipper Virat

Kohli, Bumrah bowls as seriously at
nets as he does in the matches and in
doing so he had hit Vijay Shankar in
the nets yesterday. Talking about it, the
bowler not many batsmen have been
able to fathom, said: “We don’t obvi-
ously want to injure the batsmen
but…. nobody tells the batsmen not to
hit so they hit as well. It was unfortu-
nate that he got hit but he is fine. You
have to do all your preparation (in the
nets). You have to practice all your
deliveries so best preparation for me is
to bowl to batsmen,” he said.

And does he plan his strategies to
a batsman? “Sometimes you can do
that, sometimes you want to try some-
thing but before that you try it in the
nets because it is easier. You want to
execute everything in the nets in the
match, it is just about repetition so I
try to do all of that be it anything be
it death bowling,” he added.

Talking about his late burst against
Pakistan he said, it was a stop and start
game against the arch rivals. “We had
a good start against South Africa against
Australia. As a bowling unit we did well
against Pakistan too despite the condi-
tions. The ball was getting wet… It is
difficult sometimes for the bowlers to
adjust in getting in and out of the field
but it was a good match for us. We did-
n’t take a lot of wickets early up, we kept
the runrate under check so when the
spinners came in the middle overs, they
had to take some chances. They had a
good partnership but once Kuldeep took
a wicket a lot of wickets came after that
because the runrate kept going up. After
that when we came, we came to know
that in five overs Pakistan had to make
some 135 runs so we were just focussing
on getting through the overs and just get
along with the game,” he said.
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Just one match old in the
tournament, young the all-

rounder Vijay Shankar who
found space in the playing 11
against Pakistan, suffered an
injury scare at training on
Wednesday due to which he had
to skip training on Thursday.

Talking to the media, pacer
Jasprit Bumrah allayed all fears
regarding the hit on the toe and
said he was fine. It was Bumrah's
yorker that had hit Shankar on
his toes.

On Thursday, Indian play-
ers entertained a group of school
kids with a light game of crick-
et, Shankar was spotted walking

in his slippers with a slight limp
before he jogged for a bit in his
gym trainers. That just half a lap
of the field. He preferred to do
some basic exercises after that
not taking part in the usual drills
and the net session.

Having bowled Imam-ul-
Haq in his very first delivery in
the game against Pakistan,
Shankar proved himself with
his medium paced arm and
carries a good reputation as a
middle order batsman.

The Team India injury ros-
ter has been growing with
Shikhar Dhawan out of the
tournament due to a
metacarpal fracture and
Bhuvneshwar Kumar out for at

least the games against
Afghanistan on Friday and the
one after that in Manchester
against the West Indies on
June 25.

The team management is
confident that Kumar's ham-
string "stiffness" would allow
him to be up and bowling
before the England encounter
on June 30 till when Shami
would be opening the defence
with Bumrah. A hamstring
tear would have packed
Bhuvneshwar out of the tour-
nament.

Pacers Khaleel Ahmed and
Ishant Sharma are on back-up
list in case Kumar needs to give
way. 
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Australia opener David Warner
made Bangladesh pay for an early
drop with a big hundred as the

reigning champions piled on the runs in
a World Cup match at Trent Bridge on
Thursday.

Warner, missed on 10, made 166 in
Australia's imposing total of 381-5 -- his
second century of the World Cup.

The 32-year-old, the highest run-
scorer of the tournament, with 447 runs,
is back to his devastating best for
Australia after completing a 12-month
ban for his role in a ball-tampering scan-
dal in South Africa.

"Today was a great foundation for
our batting," said Warner, who shared
stands of 121 with captain Aaron Finch
(53) and 192 with Usman Khawaja (89).

"I felt a little bit bogged down and
frustrated. I kept hitting fielders but I
managed to hang in there.

"I was feeling a little bit fatigued by
the end but I was looking to score as
many runs as possible so our bowlers had
something to bowl at."

Soumya Sarkar gave Bangladesh
fans something to cheer with 3-58 in
eight overs.

But the Tigers still need to complete
their highest one-day international run
chase and the highest at a World Cup if
they are to achieve an improbable vic-
tory.

They will be buoyed by making 322-
3 to beat the West Indies by seven wick-
ets in their previous match -- the second-
highest run chase in World Cup histo-
ry.

Bangladesh suffered a blow before
play when a back spasm ruled out
Mohammad Saifuddin, their leading
bowler at the tournament.

But his absence could not excuse
Bangladesh's often wayward bowling,
with the recalled Rubel Hossain's nine
wicketless overs costing an expensive 83
runs.

Even so, Warner could have been out
for just 10 when a slashing cut off
Bangladesh captain Mashrafe Mortaza
found its way to Sabbir Rahman at back-
ward point.

But the fielder appeared not to
have seen the ball properly against the
backdrop of the crowd and it burst
through his hands.

Australia captain and opener Finch,
fresh from his 153 in an 87-run win over
Sri Lanka, was out soon after complet-
ing his eighth fifty in 11 ODI innings
when he guided a rising Sarkar delivery
straight to Rubel at short third man.

But that did not stop Warner press-
ing on to a hundred.

He eventually fell when, trying to
uppercut Sarkar, he lobbed a catch to
Rubel at short third man. Warner faced
147 balls, hitting 14 fours and five sixes.

But his exit simply brought in the
big-hitting Glenn Maxwell, who smashed
32 off 10 balls before he was run out.

Khawaja fell in sight of a hundred
when he bottom-edged a pull off Sarkar
and wicket-keeper Mushfiqur Rahim

dived forward to hold a good catch while
Steve Smith was plumb lbw to Mustafizur
Rahman for one.

A brief rain break halted play after
49 overs before Australia scored 13 off
the last over.   Australia are currently

third in the World Cup table, with four
wins from five games, while Bangladesh
are fifth.

The top four sides from the 10-team
round-robin stage qualify for the semi-
finals.
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ALionel Messi penalty sal-
vaged a 1-1 draw for

Argentina against Paraguay as
the two-time world champions
once again struggled at the
Copa America.

Messi swept in a 57th-
minute spot-kick at Belo
Horizonte’s Mineirao Stadium
to cancel out a first-half open-
er from Paraguay's Richard
Sanchez.

Argentina also had goal-
keeper Franco Armani to thank
for a second half penalty save
that prevented Paraguay from
taking a 2-1 lead in the Group
B battle.

The draw left Argentina
with one point from two games
and on the bottom of the table
with one game remaining.

However with the two best
third placed teams advancing
to the quarter-finals, Argentina
can still reach the last eight with
a decisive win over Qatar in
their final group game.

The South American giants
will need to raise their game
however to advance any further
after another disjointed perfor-
mance which followed their
opening defeat to Colombia on
Saturday.

A lacklustre opening saw
both sides struggle to generate
any sort of attacking momen-
tum, with neither side manag-

ing to get a shot on goal until
Paraguay striker Derlis
Gonzalez’s effort was deflected
behind for a corner in the 29th
minute.

From the ensuing setpiece,
centre-half Junior Alonso
scooped a half-chance wide as
Argentina escaped.

That flurry of activity
spurred Argentina fleetingly at
the other end, with Lautaro
Martinez winning a free-kick in
a dangerous position on the
edge of the area after a foul by
Paraguay skipper Gustavo
Gomez.

Messi however was unable
to conjure anything from the
free-kick, floating his effort
up and over the wall but with-
out the pace to trouble goal-
keeper Roberto Fernandez,
who gathered comfortably.

In the 37th minute howev-
er, Paraguay's more organised
performance got its reward.

A swift counter-attack saw
the ball transferred to
Newcastle United's Miguel
Almiron near halfway.

The livewire forward
turned on the after-burners to
roast Roberto Pereya down
the left wing before crossing for
Sanchez who drove a low fin-
ish into the bottom corner of
the Argentina net.

A rattled Argentina were
given a huge let-off moments
later when Armani came rac-

ing out of his area to shut down
Gonzalez.

A wild kick brought down
the Paraguayan player but
Armani somehow escaped a
red card and was only cau-
tioned.

Argentina coach Lionel
Scaloni went for broke at half-
time, bolstering his attack with
the introduction of Sergio
Aguero and the move paid
instant dividends.

Aguero deftly lost his
marker on 51 minutes and
pulled back for Martinez,
whose shot cannoned off the
woodwork. Messi pounced on
the rebound but Fernandez
blocked with a diving save.

The chance appeared to
have gone begging but VAR
had spotted that Martinez's
shot had in fact struck Ivan
Piris's arm before hitting the
bar and Brazilian referee
Wilson Sampaio pointed to
the spot.

Messi stepped up to sweep
in the spot-kick and Argentina
were level.

Yet there was more drama
in the 62nd minute when
Paraguay's Gonzalez burst into
the box and was clumsily
hacked down by Nicolas
Otamendi for a clear penalty.
Armani, who was fortunate to
be on the pitch, dived the right
way and parried Gonzalez's
spot-kick wide.
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India hockey captain Manpreet Singh
on Thursday said new chief coach

Graham Reid's "simple and friendly
approach" has brought a calming influ-
ence on the team and it is reflecting on
the turf.

"The coach has created a friendly
environment in the team and he has kept
a very simple approach. He is very open
about his thought process and is
approachable to each and every team
member. If any player has any concerns,
he is always welcoming," Manpreet
said.

"This has also improved the perfor-
mance of the team on the pitch," added
the 26-year-old midfielder from
Jalandhar, who had an impressive FIH
Series Finals in Bhubneshwar.

Manpreet said 56-year-old Reid,
who replaced Harendra Singh as Indian
men's hockey team chief coach in April
this year, didn't tinker too much with
their attacking style of play.

"The coach (Reid) has not made any
significant changes as of now as he is
currently new to the set up. He will be
looking to make a few changes during
our camp which is scheduled in July," he
said.

"Right now, he wants us to contin-
ue the good work we did in this tourna-

ment (FIH Series Finals). He also wants
us to improve in our attacking game and
work more on creating goal scoring
opportunities and penalty corners,"
added Manpreet.

India, led by Manpreet, lived up to
their billing and thrashed South Africa
5-1 in the summit clash to win the FIH
Series Finals in Bhubaneswar recently.

And the skipper said the team would
like to carry forward the momentum
ahead of the final qualifying round of the
2020 Olympics to be held in November.

"We will continue to carry forward
the momentum into the next tourna-
ment. We will continue to rectify the mis-
takes we made in this tournament. We
are currently preparing for the final qual-
ifying round which is in November," said
Manpreet.

India put up a stupendous show dur-
ing the FIH Series Finals and Manpreet
said there were plenty of positives to take
home from the just-conluded tourna-
ment.

"There were many positives from the
tournament as the team performed col-
lectively as a group and we focused on
both aspects of our game.

"We showed what we are capable of
both attacking and defensive play. We
were very sound as we did not give many
scoring chances to our opponents," he
signed off. 
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Maurizio Sarri said his
appointment as Juventus

coach was “the crowning”
moment of his 30-year man-
agerial career as the former
Chelsea manager was present-
ed by the Serie A giants in
Turin on Thursday.

The 60-year-old returns to
Italy after just one turbulent
season in the Premier League
with Chelsea, having previ-
ously coached his hometown
team Napoli for three seasons.

Juventus is the 20th team
that Sarri has coached since the
former banker took over at Stia,
a team in the Italian eighth
division back in 1990.

“The offer of Juve, the
most important team in Italy,
is the crowning of a very long
career, which for 80 percent of
the time has been quite diffi-
cult,” Sarri told a press confer-
ence at the Allianz Stadium in
Turin.

Despite his long coaching
career Sarri only lifted his first
trophy last month when he
guided Chelsea to the Europa
League trophy.

“From an emotional point
of view, it was a very long path
through the lower divisions and
then Serie A and then Premier
League.

“It has been step after step
in a gradual way, a very long
process.”

Chelsea was the only time
Sarri has coached outside of
Italy but he failed to win over
the English fans despite return-
ing the club to the Champions
League with a third-placed
finish in the Premier League
and winning the Europa
League.

“The Premier League was
a great experience, but in the
latter half (of the season), I felt
professional and personal
needs to return to Italy,” he said.

“I decided to come back to
Italy because such an important
club wanted me so strongly.

“I have never seen so much
determination on the part of a
club to hire a coach.”

K	��$�����"I
Sarri takes over from

Massimiliano Allegri, who led
Juventus to an eighth consec-
utive Scudetto title.

“He was absolutely the first
choice,” said Juventus sporting
director Fabio Paratici of Sarri.

“We chose Maurizio
because we felt he was the best
coach for Juventus right now,
just as Allegri was five years ago
and (Antonio) Conte three
years before that,"

“Sarri showed he can win in
the Premier League and inter-
nationally, so he’s the right
man for the job.

Alegri paid the price for
another Champions League
failure despite Cristiano
Ronaldo's 100-million-euro
($115 million) signing.

Sarri said he was relishing
the chance to coach five-time
Ballon d’Or winner Ronaldo.

“I coached some very
strong players, but training
him will be yet another step for-
ward,” he said.

“I’d like to help him break
some new records.”

The Champions League is
the top target for Juventus who
have not won the European title
since 1996.

“At European level we have
this dream, this target we have
to pursue with great determina-
tion but also great difficulty,” he
said.

“Juventus will start with the
target of winning the
Champions League but with the
knowledge there are another
eight or nine clubs that can
win.”

The former Empoli coach
said that he would try to prove
his critics wrong once again.

“In football, I know only
one way of removing scepticism
from the minds of people by
winning convincingly.

“I haven't won a lot, but I
believe that having fun on the
pitch doesn't stop you winning."
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