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ass shootings at two
M
mosques full of worshippers attending Friday prayers
killed 49 people in New
Zealand as authorities charged
one person, detained three
others and defused explosive
devices in what appeared to be
a carefully planned racist terror attack. The shooter has
been taken into custody.
The deadliest attack
occurred at Masjid Al Noor
mosque
in
central
Christchurch about 1.45 pm,
killing 30 people there. There
was a second shooting at the
Linwood Masjid Mosque that
killed at least 10 people.
Unconfirmed reports
claimed that nine Indian
nationals were missing after the
shootings. An Indian-origin
man was injured in the
Christchurch terror attacks,
his relatives residing in
Hyderabad said Friday.
Khursheed Jahangir, brother of
Ahmed Iqbal Jahangir, said
his brother was injured during
the attack and is currently
undergoing treatment at a local
hospital in Christchurch.
However, India’s High
Commission in New Zealand is
ascertaining the reports. “Our
(Indian High Commission)
mission is in touch with local
authorities to ascertain more
details. It is a sensitive matter
and therefore we can't give confirmed numbers/names till we
are absolutely certain,” External
Affairs Ministry Spokesperson

Raveesh Kumar said in New
Delhi.
The mosque shooter has
been identified as a 28-year-old
Australian white nationalist
who hates immigrants. He was
set off by attacks in Europe that
were perpetrated by Muslims.
The gunman — whose
name was not immediately
released by police — left behind
a 74-page document posted on
social media under the name
Brenton Tarrant in which he
said he hoped to survive the
attack to better spread his ideas
in the media.
And though he portrayed
himself in his writings as quiet
and
introverted,
he
livestreamed his assault on the
worshippers at Christchurch's
Al Noor Mosque.
New Zealand Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern alluded to anti-immigrant sentiment as the possible motive,
saying that while many people
affected by the shootings may
be migrants or refugees “they
have chosen to make New
Zealand their home, and it is
their home”. “It is clear that this
can now only be described as
a terrorist attack,” she said.
The video livestreamed by
the shooter shows the attack in
horrifying detail. The gunman
spends more than two minutes
inside the mosque spraying
terrified worshippers with bullets again and again, sometimes
re-firing at people he has
already cut down.
He then walks outside to
the street, where he shoots at
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ifferences
within
Samajwadi Party first family came to the fore once again,
when party president Akhilesh
Yadav snubbed his father
Mulayam Singh by denying
ticket to sister-in-law Aparna
Yadav from Sambhal Lok Sabha
seat. Aparna is the wife of
Prateek Yadav, the younger
son of Mulayam Singh.
Sitting MP from Mainpuri
and grandson of Mulayam, Tej
Pratap Yadav was also a
claimant for Sambhal seat.
The SP on Friday
announced list of five more
candidates for Lok Sabha elections taking the number of
declared candidates to 15.
The friction surfaced after
Mulayam Singh asked Akhilesh
to field Aparna Yadav from
Sambhal. Ignoring his father’s
diktat, Akhilesh fielded
Shafiqur Rahman Burk from
the Sambhal seat.
SP rewarded Burk hours
before he was about to join the
Congress. A known party hopper and former MP from both
SP and BSP, Burk had spoken
to UP Congress Committee
chief Raj Babbar and his candidature from Sambhal was
almost finalised. In the meantime, Akhilesh approached and
persuaded Burk to join the
Samajwadi Party.
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he Supreme Court on
T
Friday agreed to hear the
plea of 21 Opposition leaders,
led by Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu, seeking that VVPAT
slips of at least 50 per cent of
voting machines in each
Assembly constituency be
checked randomly in the Lok
Sabha elections.
The leaders from six
national and 15 regional parties, claiming to represent 7075 per cent of the population,
have also sought the setting
aside of the Election
Commission of India guideline
on random verification of one
Assembly seat.
A Bench, headed by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi, said
notice be issued to the
Election Commission, and
the
Chief
Election
Commissioner (CEC) should
depute an officer to assist the
court in the matter.
The Bench posted the matter for further hearing on
March 25 and asked the ECI to
file its reply in two weeks.
The parties include the
Congress, NCP, AAP, CPI(M),
CPI, TMC, SP, BSP, RLD,,
Loktantrik Janata Dal and the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK).
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and Myanmar Armies
Ijointndia
conducted a fortnight long
operation to smash camps

?^[XRTbcP]S^dcbXSTP\^b`dTX];X]f^^S2WaXbcRWdaRW=TfITP[P]S^]5aXSPh

people on the sidewalk.
Children's screams can be
heard as he returns to his car
to get another rifle.
The gunman then walks
back into the mosque, where
there are at least two dozen
people lying on the ground.
After walking back outside
and shooting a woman there,
he gets back in his car, where
the song “Fire” by English rock
band “The Crazy World of
Arthur Brown” can be heard
blasting from the speakers.
Related copies on P12

fter unable to meet three of
A
her schedules for Uttar
Pradesh to initiate the Lok
Sabha polls campaign,
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi has finally
decided to undertake motorboat journey from Allahabad to
Varanasi in Ganga on a threeday poll campaign during
which she is to halt at several
places to interact with people
residing along the riverine belt.
This will be perhaps the
first time that any leader will be
reaching out to the electorate

using the river route in a
motorboat.
She will start from
Prayagraj and reach Varanasi
covering a distance of about
110 kms. In between she will
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espite being in two minds
D
and vehement opposition
by Delhi Congress president
Sheila Dikshit, the Congress
may stitch up an alliance with
the AAP in Delhi for the 2019
Lok Sabha elections if one goes
by the indication of party’s
Delhi incharge PC Chacko.
Speaking to Outlook news
website, Chacko on Friday said
there were “six Congress presidents in Delhi, including
Sheila Dikshit, and five of them
are in favour of an alliance.”
He said, “Similarly, the 14
district committees are also all
in favour of a pact. We are of
the view that Congress alone
cannot win in Delhi. The
alliance is a policy decided by
the working committee.”
Chacko said “Dikshit isn’t
the final authority” on the
issue as Congress president
Rahul Gandhi will take the
final call.
Sources said former Union
Minister and Delhi Congress
president Ajay Maken favours
truck with AAP as he is eyeing
New Delhi Lok Sabha seat
which he had won in 2004 and
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interact with the commoners of
locality like Mirzapur, Bhadohi
etc., and understand their problems, the biggest of which is
recurrent floods in these areas
as well as the reality of Ganga
cleaning, which was first
launched by former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi.
AICC Uttar Pradesh media
coordinator Lallan Kumar said
Priyanka will use the narrow
broken trail taken by the locals
to interact with as many people as possible. Her programme is being worked out as
per the huge demands by party
men of the region.

2009.
Sources told The Pioneer
that despite Dikshit making her
displeasure known against any
poll pact with the AAP, her predecessors, including JP
Aggarwal and Arvinder Singh
Lovely, have expressed their
readiness to have a tie-up with
AAP to fight the BJP, sources
said.
A Delhi Pradesh Congress
leader on the condition of
anonymity said a pre-poll
understanding with the AAP is
required to stop the BJP from
repeating 2014 Lok Sabha polls
when it won all the seven parliamentary seats in Delhi.
After not finding consensus in the party over truck with
the AAP despite holding several internal meetings, the
Congress on Wednesday conducted a survey on its Shakti
App, asking workers for their
point of view. The result of the
survey is yet to be known.
According to sources, AAP
may contest on East, Chandni
Chowk and South Delhi seats
while other four seats could go
to the Congress. “Next two days
would be crucial as a final picture would emerge," said a
Congress leader.
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aleswar district’s Nilgiri MLA
Sukanta Nayak resigned
from the primary membership
of the BJD on Friday
In his resignation letter to
party president and Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik, Nayak
alleged a conspiracy against
him which was exhibited during
the joining ceremony of an
opposition leader in the party
recently.
Nayak also alleged mental
torture meted out to him by the
Baleswar district BJD president.
Stating that the conspiracy
against him is unbearable, Nayak
urged the BJD supremo to
accept his resignation.
In another development,
reports said Salepur Congress
MLA Prakash Behera may
resign from the party and join
the BJP. Behera has reportedly
held a discussion with his supporters and sought their opinion. He may take a decision in
this regard very soon. Earlier,
there were speculations that
Behera might join the BJD since
2016 when he shared the dais
with the Chief Minister and
other BJD leaders at a meeting
in Salepur and praised the CM.
However, Health and Family
Welfare Minister Pratap Jena
recently made it clear that the
BJD would field Prashant Behera
as its candidate from Salepur.

B

of insurgent group, Arakan
Army, along the MizoramMyanmar border.
The co-ordinated action
starting February 17 was
undertaken to prevent the militants from targeting the
Kaladan transit and transport
project linking Kolkata with
Sittwe port in Myanmar. The
joint operation was also conducted to protect Indian workers working on the strategically important project in
Myanmar to improve connectivity in the North-East.
The Myanmar Army carried out the actual operation
involving smashing the insurgent camps and driving away
the militants, the Indian Army
provided back-up support by
sealing the Mizoram border to
prevent the insurgents from
escaping into India. However,
the Indian Army did not cross

over into Myanmar but provided intelligence and mounted surveillance through helicopters and drones on its
side.
Giving this information
here on Friday, officials said
most of the camps of the
Arakan Army were located
across the Border Pillars 1 to
9 on the Mizoram-Myanmar
international border. The coordinated action was
launched as these camps
posed a threat to both the
countries. Intelligence reports
indicated there were about
1,000 insurgents lodged in 10
to 15 camps between Border
Pillars 1 to 9. The Assam
Rifles guarding the international border along with Army
troops sealed the border during the action. Alarm bells
started ringing some months
back after reports said members of the Arakan Army,
trained by Kachin Independent
Army, mostly active in areas
bordering Yunan province of
China, started moving towards
south Myanmar from their
bases in the north of Myanmar.
This movement started in late
2017. Keeping this in view, the
two countries decided to go
after the insurgent group and
launched the operation on
February 17 and ended it on
March 2.
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ongress president Rahul
C
Gandhi on Friday targeted the BJD-led Odisha
Government over the chit
fund and mining scams. He
also lashed out at the Central
Government accusing it of
making tall claims for farmers’
welfare.
Addressing a large public
meeting here, Gandhi said,
“Due to chit fund scam, people of the State were duped of
Rs 5,000 crore while the Chief
Minister of Odisha has handed over Rs 50,000 crore to his
friends through the mining
scam. If voted to power in
Odisha, Congress would
ensure that action is taken
against those involved in such
corruption would be taken to
task and justice is meted out to
the people,” he said.
Rahul further said Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik had
promised to construct cold
storages across Odisha and
provide irrigation facilities to
farmers. But he has also failed
to keep his promises.

Most of the youths from
Odisha are migrating to other
parts of the country in search of
work as the State has become the
nerve centre of unemployment.
More 1.5 lakh Government,
30,000 school teacher and 5,000
medical staff posts are lying
vacant in the State.
Slamming Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the AICC
president said that farmers
are committing suicide everyday in the country and the
BJP-led Government at the
Centre has failed to fulfill its
promise to end the plight of
farmers.
“Modi Government did
not keep its promises. It made
tall claims about farmers’ welfare but it neither waived off
their loans, nor hiked the
minimum support price of
paddy,” he said.
Farmers were also committing suicide in Bargarh as

both the BJP-led Government
at the Centre and the BJD
regime in the State has failed
to address the problems of the
farmers. “Though PM Modi
raised farmers’ issues in all his
speeches, he is not committed
towards waiving off farm
loans,” Gandhi alleged.
“What we had promised,
we have fulfilled. As promised,
we have initiated works for the
establishment of food processing units and cold storages
in Chhattisgarh,” he said.
He said the Government
in
Congress-ruled
Chhattisgarh waived the loans
of farmers and provided Rs
2,500 MSP for paddy soon
after coming to power.
“Whatever we did in
Chhattisgarh, we will do the
same in Odisha for which we
need your support and votes in
the forthcoming elections,” he
added.
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he railway board’s order to
T
shift the office of Chief
Project Director (CPD),
Railway Electrification, from
Bhubaneswar to Bengaluru has
triggered sharp reactions from
the people of Odisha.
Besides tarnishing the image
of Odisha, the decision would
impact as many as six railway
electrification projects involving
800 km in the State. They are
Khurda Road-Balangir (301
km), Lanjigarh Road- Junagarh
(56 km), Naupada- Gunupur (90
km), Rupsa-Bangirposi (89 km),

Tata-Badampahad (89 km) and
Bankura-Mahagram (118km).
The approximate cost of these
projects is around Rs 800 crore
and tender has been awarded to
three of these projects, according to sources.
As per the board order, the
projects
operated
by
Bhubaneswar unit will be
closed after March 31 and
manpower will be either repatriated or transferred to other
projects. The order said that the
existing
workload
of
Bhubaneswar office of CPD,
Railway Electrification (RE) will
be transferred to Danapur unit.
The Bhubaneswar RE unit
established in 1996 is independent of the ECoR and a part of
Central Organisation for
Railway Electrification (CORE).
The CPD, Bhubaneswar, suc-

cessfully handled the double
decker electrification of 40-km
Jakhapura-Daitari section in
2008 and was declared a model
unit worldwide. It was also
recently adjudged as best project office for completion of several projects on time.
The major electrification
work done by the CPD unit are
Adra-Midnapore , KharagpurBhadrak,
BhadrakBhubaneswar, BhubaneswarTalcher-Angul, CuttackParadeep, Jakhapura-Daitari,
Vizianagaram-R ayagada,
Rayagada-Titlagarh, RayagadaDamanjodi, JharsugudaSambalpur-Titlagarh and all siding loines of Khordha Road and
Sambalpur Divisions. The shift
will cause huge revenue loss to
Odisha and create unemployment problems. As many as 150

regular staff, 250 temporary
staff will be unemployed and
their family members will be disturbed. One of the most efficient
and cost effective, well setup
projects of India will be closed.
Sources said Member
Traction Ghana Shyam Singh,
who is the Head of Electrical
Department in Indian Railways
and going to retire in May and
be an Adviser of RVNL department, approved the case with go-

ahead consent from
the Railway Board
Chairman. It is suspected that the decision has not been
taken with the
approval of the
Minister of Railways.
It is alleged to be a
case of vested interest.
The decision to move
the railway establishment from
Odisha to Karnataka has raised
many eyebrows even as the election model code of conduct is in
force.
Meanwhile, Communist
Party of India (Marxist) workers
led by Janardan Pati staged a mass
demonstration in front of the
CPD office in protest against the
shifting decision. The party
demanded that the anti-Odisha
decision be withdrawn forthwith.
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ll the major political parties and aspiring candiA
dates are playing ST and SC
cards to garner the support of
the Dalits as votes of these
communities will be a deciding factor for any party to form
Government in the State. It is
pertinent to mention here that
out of 147 Assembly seats in
Odisha, 33 are reserved for ST
and another 24 are meant for SC.
Similarly, out of 21 Lok Sabha
constituency of the State five are
reserved for ST and three are for
SC only. Besides ST and SC people residing in other un-reserved
constituencies are also playing a
vital role in election. While percentage of SC and ST population
in India is 22.5 per cent, it is much
more in Odisha. As per latest census report, total population of the
State is 3.49 crore out of which
population of ST is around 96
lakh and SC is 72 lakh.
Number of voters in Odisha

is more than 3.18 crore out of
which voters belonging to ST
and SC communities will be
around 1.10 crore. It is pertinent
to mention here that most of the
people belonging to ST and SC
communities are rotting under
acute poverty for generations. All
the mainstream political parties
like BJD, BJP and Congress are
playing the tribal card to garner
the support of the communities.
Congress is claiming whatever welfare measures for the
SCs and SCs taken so far were
initiated during Congress
regime. BJP also claim that
separate Ministry of Tribal
Affairs was created during its
Government and the Union
Government is generously flowing funds for development of
these backward communities.
BJD is not far behind in
the race. During BJD
Government in State special
development council for tribal regions at district level was
formed. All the major political
parties are giving high promises for welfare of these communities and they have also separate wings to deal with them.
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ith the elections nearing,
W
the number of aspirant
candidates is increasing in the
three main political parties,
BJD, Congress and BJP, for the
Jatni Assembly constituency.
It looks that the name of
BJD youth leader Anshuman
Hota is ahead of all other
names in the ruling party.
Suresh Routray of Congress
and Santosh Jena of BJP are
also being discussed in the
public.
Active in Khordha BJD
since 2013, Anshuman has
played a vital role in making
various developmental programmes of the Naveen
Patanik Government reach
people. He has also been

involved in social activities
like free health camp, plantation, blood donation camp
and supply of drinking water.
“Anshuman has become a
household name for his association with common people
during the last six years.
Incumbent BJD MLA
Bhagirathi Badajena’s comparative low participation in developmental works will also benefit him,” said a party worker.
The fight is expected
between the BJD and the
Congress if the last election
results are taken into consideration. Incumbent MLA
Badajena had got 60,976 votes
and his main rival Congress’
Suresh Routray 55,229 votes.
BJP’s Sudipta Routray was in
third position with only 17,085
votes.

ith the elections
approaching, the coastal
political cauldron of Baleswar
district is witnessing rising
political temperature. Remuna,
an otherwise historical place of
importance and a reserved
Assembly constituency in the
district, is all poised for an
intensive electoral battle.
As many as half a dozen
aspirants eye the BJD ticket.
One Bijay Kumar Sethi, a government engineer, report4edly
intends to contest as BJD candidate, but a large number of
party cadres appear to be not
very enthusiastic to campaign
in his favour owing to his
immature political backdrop.
The name of another aspirant,
Sudhansu Sekhar Parida, also
cuts no ice as he belongs to the
Bengali community having a
minority presence in the area.
It is understood from reliable
sources that another aspirant,
Sudarsan Jena, a former MLA,
seems to have lost his ground
among the voters as he had
undergone a sort of hibernation without having any contact
with the electorate since 2014.
Another aspirant, Satrughna
Mallick, has invited the wrath of
the BJD high command by

openly defying the party and
contesting the 2009 election as
an Independent candidate.
Besides, Mallick had cut a sorry
figure by getting a very low percentage of votes. Since then, he
stands isolated from the mainstream of Remuna politics.
Political greenhorns like Er
Deepak Mallick and Gayatri
Mallick are far away from the
attention of the voters owing to
their belated entries to the political firmament of Remuna.
In this background, reports
of former IPS officer
Gopabandhu Mallick being
desirous of becoming the BJD
nominee for Remuna has created a wave of enthusiasm among
the rank and file of the party not
only in Remuna but also
throughout the district. A man
of impeccable integrity, Mallick
has rendered meritorious ser-

aoists on Friday put up
posters in several places
M
in the district protesting
Niyamgiri Suraksha Samiti
(NSS) activist Lingaraj Azad’s
arrest.
Four posters were spotted
by the locals at Niyamgiri in
Parsali panchayat under
Kalyansinghpur block.
Through the posters, the
Baghuna
Divisional
Committee of CPI(Maoist)

condemned activist Azad’s
arrest and alleged a conspiracy by the Centre and State
Government to suppress the
people’s voice.
They urged people to unite
and fight against the
Government’s move to evict
tribals from the forest and
destroy their livelihood.
Besides,
the
State
Committee of CPI(Maoist)
appealed to people to boycott
the Lok Sabha and Assembly
polls and form the Government
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he Bharat Sanchar Nigam
Limited (BSNL) is facing
T
financial stress and not able to
pay electricity dues for which
the Government organization
is likely to face acute crisis.
This type of situation prevails in the BSNL’s locations all
over India, including in Odisha,
officials admit.
Looking at the bleak scenario, BSNL CMD Anupam
Srivastava has approached the
State Government to bear with
BSNL for not able to pay electrical dues in time.

The BSNL’s arrear in
Odisha, has reached Rs 4.85
crore by January 31 and it is on
the rise.
Shrivastava has written to
the State Government that due
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of revolutionaries.

Notably, Maoist sympathiser Lingaraj Azad, who was
arrested in Kalahandi, was
granted bail on Monday. He
was arrested by police on
March 6 on charges of leading
a demonstration outside
Vedanta alumina refinery at
Lanjigarh on the foothills of
Niyamgiri in April 2017.
He was also charged for
leading a demonstration outside the India Reserve Battalion
(IRB) camp at Trilochanpur village last month.

to present hyper competitive
telecom scenario, there is a
slight delay in paying electricity dues in time to the distribution companies.
In fact, the precarious sit-

prominent naturalist of
post British regime of
Odisha passed away on March
3 at the age of 90 in his residence at Cuttack. He is known
very much as Manindranath
Mitra, a resident of Cuttack.
After his Post Graduation
from Revenshaw College, he
joined in Indian Forest
College, Dehradun and completed his two years forestry
courses and joined in the
State Forest Department,
Orissa as a forest officer.
He was a strong ecologist
and nature lover. The writer
started his career being a
subordinate employee under
him, when he was first posted as Divisional Forest Officer
of Kashipur Forest Division
then under Kalahandi revenue district.
The forests of whole
Kalahandi Revenue District
then was so rich and potential that the entire forest
resources were divided into
two Forest Territorial
Divisions from management
point of view. A major tributary of Mahanadi, the river Tel
flows within in the district
which influences the general

A

climate of the region and the
crop compositions. The Tel
and a number of tributaries
and sub tributaries have originated from the Eastern-Ghat
region.
The crop compositions
of the whole district were
distinctly marked either side
of river Tel. The SouthWestern portions of forests
were under Kashipur
Division. The North-Easter
part was under Kalahandi
Forest Division and was very
famous for natural Sal and
Teak forests.
Similarly, the south-western part is very famous for Sal
and other miscellaneous
species with patches of
Chandan trees. The Thuamul
Rampur forests were famous
for Chandan forests.
B oth Kalahandi and
Kashipur Divisions were very
rich in forest resources such
as timbers, bamboos and
other major and minor forest
produces with diversities of
wildlives. Both the Forest
Divisions within Kalahandi
Revenue District were
neighouring districts of undivided Madhya Pradsh. This
whole tract was known for the
Royal Bengal Tiger, panther
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riter Hussain Rabi
Gandhi on Friday joined
W
the Biju Janata Dal (BJD) ahead
of the elections.

Gandhi, a former editor of
the State Government’s Odia
mouthpiece ‘Utkal Prasanga’,
joined the party in presence of
Chief Minister and BJD supremo Naveen Patnaik during a
programme at the Naveen
Niwas.
As the countdown has
begun for the Lok Sabha and
Assembly elections, Gandhi is

Rabi
Gandhi
Hussain
believed to have joined the BJD
with a hope to get a party ticket to contest polls or a political
position.
Driven by ideals of BJD
supremo and Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik, State Congress
secretary and spokesperson
Manju Nayak also joined the
BJD at the Naveen Niwas.
Nayak has earned fame as
a good organiser, a writer and
a columnist. She has been a
known face in Rourkela,
Bhadrak and Bhubaneswar for
her sustained social works.
BJD MLA Pranab Prakash
Das and Naveen Patnaik’s political secretary Gopabandhu Das
were present. Patnaik welcomed Gandhi and Nayak to
the BJD and said their joining
would strengthen the party.

and other types of carnivores
including herbivores like wild
buffaloes and bisons, etc. The
different categories of forests
were seen all over the
Kalahandi then which were
not declared as reserve forests.
All most all forests of the
district were right burden
forests and the tenants have
rights to take timers, firewood, bamboo and minor
forest produces from forests
on payment of revenue cess
know as “Halia and
Chulapati” paid along with

land revenues. “Halia” means
plough and “Chulapati”
means oven. This system of
management was going on
from the period of Darbar
administration since British
regime in India. The land is
very famous for tourism matter. Kalapat and Kashipur
blocks were famous for
tourism.
The management of
Kalahandi forests as a whole
was ver y dif f icult then
because there was no systematic planning for various types
of eco-systems in Kalahandi
Forests Divisions.
Mitra was the DFO of
Kashipur Forest Division for
the period from 1957 to 1958.
He was an able administrator
as well as an efficient manager of forests resources. He was
a known silviculturist of the
time. The writer is fortunate
to get ample opportunities to
serve under him for quite a
considerable period for the
ecological management of
eco-systems of Kalahandi
forests.
Due to strong surveillance of Mitra, timber and
other valuable wood acquisition by bureaucrats was prevented. Rather such people

uation has arisen
because of the
cut-throat completion in telecom market
after the entry
of Reliance –Jio
who offered free
or very cheap
telecom services
in order to gain
market share.
The letter
solicits the State
Government’s
i nte r ve nt i on ,
failing which,
the over 150
years’ old organization will
crumble and shut down.
“This will be detrimental to
the nation and the large customers’ base.
We strongly feel that the

Government telecom service
providers’ presence is a must in
order to keep a check on private telecom providers or else
private players will have
monopoly in this sector,” said
a senior employee of the BSNL.
Due to this, other telecom
companies including the BSNL
had to revise their rates/tariffs
in order not to lose an exodus
of customers.
Because of downgraded
tariffs, the revenue of BSNL has
gone down to such a low level
that BSNL is struggling even to
pay the salaries of employees.
Because of this, their operations are suffering as they did
not have money to pay even the
electricity bills/diesel and other
operational expenses, officials
admit.
This is resulting in shutting
down of some of the

exchanges/BTS towers resulting in poor service which will
again result in low revenue and
this will go on in a vicious
cycle, officials admit.
Looking at the grim scenario, Shrivastava has requested that suitable instructions are
needed to be issued to the
Discoms keeping in mind the
large interest and security of the
nation at this crucial point
when there is tension with the
neighboring country.
And most importantly as
the country is going for general elections and Odisha is facing Assembly polls, ensuring
BSNL service is crucial.
Shrivastava has assured
that electricity dues will be paid
sooner or later in usual manner as the BSNL is a Union
Government Public Sector
Undertaking (PSU).
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a daring broad daylight
five armed miscreIantsnrobbery,
looted gold jewelleries
from a woman and attacked
her husband at Sailashree Vihar
Phase-III
under
the
Chandrasekharpur police station here on Friday.
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vices in the police administration during his chequered career
in the force. Besides, he is
acceptable to the intelligentsia
of the district as a writer of eminence. As a former Lecturer in
the Bhadrak Government
College, he has a wide fan base
of students who are ready to
support his candidature wholeheartedly. And again, Mallick is
highly accessible to the common man as a Good Samaritan
since he has stood behind the
population during disasters like
flood and cyclone.
Currently, after his superannuation from government service4, Mallick is the honorary
chairman of managing committee of the Indian Red Cross
Society’s central blood bank,
Cuttack. “We don’t like any
tainted leader being superimposed upon us by the party. We
want a man of high integrity and
honesty who shall champion the
cause of the people of Remuna
and place Remuna at its proper
place in the tourism sector and
educational map of Odisha. We
are sure that if a person of the
eminence and stature like former Additional DG of Police
Gopabandhu Mallick contests
from our BJD, he will come out
in flying colours,” said advocate
Pratap Kumar Das of the area.

7dbbPX]APQX6P]SWXY^X]b193

were taken task for unlawful
practices. He was a very popular and honest officer and a
strong administrator.
The writer detected a
number of forest cases and
booked the offenders and
prosecuted them for trial or
heavy compensation was
levied upon under supervision of Mitra. For the stiff
administration of Mitra, some
miscreants set fire to a beat
house of Kela under Junagarh
Range of Kashipur Forest
Division. Two forest guards
namely Pankaja Naik and
Khyaminidhi Naik narrowly
escaped.
During his tenure for the
first time in 1957, the Sisoo
plantations were done along
the river banks of Tel, the
major tributary of Mahanadi
in Chichila plain to check the
soil erosion. The Sisoo plantations were quite successful
then. The Sisoo forests were
growing well on the sand cast
areas of Tel. He was also in
charge of Dhenkanal Forest
Division during 1972-73.
(The writer is a former forest officer and an environmentalist)

Sources said when the
woman was going out for a
yoga class in the locality at
around 5.30 am, the miscreants
came by two bikes and
attempted to loot her by brandishing a gun and sharp
weapons. When her husband
rushed to her rescue, the goons
attacked him with a choppper
and he sustained injuries in his
hand.
Later, when some locals
rushed to the spot hearing the
couple’s scream, the miscreants
hurled stones at them and ter-

rorised them. The looters then
fled from the spot with the gold
jewelleries.
A complaint was lodged
with the Chandrasekharpur
police in the connection.
The locals alleged that
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he Indian Citizens’ Party
(ICP) has urged people of
T
the country to stop using
products made by China as
the neighbouring country, by
using veto, has put on hold the
UNSC proposal to declare
Jaish-e-Mohammed's chief
Masood Azhar as a global
terrorist.
At a meeting held here on
Friday, ICP president Ramesh
Chandra Rout demanded that
the Central Government clarify that why India is importing
goods made of waste materials
from China.
Rout has also requested the
Government to double up the
number of Army personnel
compared to China.
The association also
requested the people to use
India-made products rather
than the China products in
view of decision of China.

though the filed the police
complaint around 6 am the
cops did not come to the spot
till 1 pm. They demanded the
police to arrest the culprits
soon as a fear psychosis is prevailing in the area.
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trong resentment is brewing
among the residents of
SBaleswar
as well as passengers
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have been submitted to the rail
authorities several times, urging them to meet our genuine
demand,” Nayak said.
The length of goods shed is
about 800 metres and on an
average operation of about 18
rakes (each around 42 wagons
totaling nearly 760 wagons per
month) are carried out from
the location. These rakes mostly come with cement, fertilizers and pesticides.
During their loading and
unloading, a lot of dust is generated in and around the platforms.
More so, about 100 trucks
and lorries that ply daily for
transporting consignments
cause severe traffic congestion
since the bus stand is adjacent
to the shed.
Although a discussion was
held on the issue with the civil
society members and the railway officials about 8-10
months ago, yet nothing came
from the railway,” said district
Collector Ramesh Rout.
Station manager Bhagabat
Das said, “Shifting of the goods
shed is a big decision that is to
be taken in the division level.
We have a little role in it.”

visiting the Baleswar railway
station due to operations of a
goods shed.
The railway station has
been declared as a model station and several civil society
bodies have petitioned before
the railway authorities as well
as district administration stating that the goods shed was
causing serious inconveniences
to the local residents and passengers in the west side of the
station.
They pointed out that the
presence of the goods shed not
only is causing severe pollution
but triggering traffic congestion. Notably, through Baleswar
station about 56 passenger
trains and 64 goods train run
daily.
“We have approached to
the rail authorities as well as the
district administration several
times demanding shifting of
the goods shed from the present location when ample of
spaces are available to accom-

modate the goods shed,” said
secretary of a civil society body
here Manoj Nayak.
The members of the body
said in view of growth of passengers’ traffic of the railway
station, the number of platforms should also be enhanced
from the existing four to six.
They further demanded that
there should be a booking
counter in the west side of the
railway station.
“The goods shed which is
existing next to platform No. 4
should be shifted elsewhere and
the same space be utilized for
construction of a new platform.
In this regard, memoranda
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yster y shrouded the
death of a college girl,
whose body was found with
her throat slit from a bamboo
bush near Naraharipur village
under Remuna block in
Baleswar district on Friday.
The deceased was a Plus-III
student of the Remuna Degree
College.
Earlier in the day, the girl’s
father lodged a complaint at
the Remuna police station
alleging that she had been
kidnapped by a youth of same
village.
Though the exact reason
behind the girl’s death was yet
to be ascertained, it was suspected that she was killed by
some miscreants over a ‘love
affair’.
However, no police official
was available to comment on
the matter till last reports came
in.

M
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he National Human Rights
Commission has directed
T
the Sundargarh district
Superintendent of Police to
submit an action-taken report
within eight weeks regarding
the trafficking of a minor girl
to Rajasthan and the district
cops’ failure to rescue her.
The NHRC passed the
order taking cognisance of a
report filed by civil society
organisation Human Rights
Watch secretary Sangita Swain.
In her petition Swain
alleged that a minor girl was
trafficked on the pretext of
marriage to Rajasthan and later
became pregnant.
Though her father filed
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he Rayagada police busted
a sex racket with the arrest
of six persons from a rented
house.
The accused were identified as Chandan Kumar
Choudhury, Amit Kumar Laya,
Biren Kumar Laya, Sibaram
Dakua, Dukhishyama Kar and
Jagannath Naik.
They were arrested following a
raid at Saipriya
Nagar near the Sai
International
hotel, just two km
from
the
Rayagada police
station, on the
intervening night
of March 13 and
14.
The police
rescued a woman
and seized several articles including seven mobile

T

phones, cash of Rs 37,440, a car
(Indigo CS), five packets of
condom and used condoms
from the room.
A team of Rayagada police
headed by IIC Nihar Ranjan
Pradhan raided the house and
found six persons with the
woman in a compromising
state.
During an investigation, it

an FIR with the Lathikata
police and knocked at the
doors of the DIG and the SP,
the cops dragged their feet in
rescuing her.
In the meantime, the girl
was raped by a number of persons in Rajasthan and New
Delhi. Later, the Delhi Women
Commission came to know
about the matter and immediately rescued her and handed
her to her father.
Swain prayed the commission to take criminal action
against the police officials
responsible for the incident
and pay compensation of Rs
20 lakh to the victim along
with free medical and free
education to her and her newborn baby.

was known that the accused
persons procured girls from
different parts of Odisha and
engaged them in the sex trade
in the rented house, the police
said in a release.
The police registered a case
against the accused persons
under \Sections 4,5,6,7 of the
Immoral Traffic Prevention
Act.
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he Jeypore Subdivisional
police registered their
T
biggest contraband haul after
seizing at least 1,000kg of ganja
worth Rs 2crore in last three
day from Jeypore town, Sadar,
Boipariguda and Boriguma
police limits.
The police also arrested
12 persons including a
woman for smuggling the
substance after intercepting
and conducting raids on various vehicles throughout the
subdivision.
The arrested smugglers
were identified as Sachin
Kumar(25),Tinku
Kumar(20),Moorat Dhaj
Shukla(19) from UP, Prakash
Nai(20), Anuj Gautam(27),
Harishankar Debanyan and
Chandini Namili(25) from
MP, Rakesh Kumar Barman
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ness premises at Rourkela and
seized huge incriminating documents. There will be similar
raids in future also, departmental sources said.
Under the effective supervision and guidance of
Commissioner Satyendra Kumar
Singh and Joint Commissioner
Debjyoti Chakravarty, the
Central Preventive Unit of
Rourkela Commissionerate conducted the raids. The team continued its operation at Daily
Market, GT Lane and Bisra
Dahar Road, under the leadership of Assistant Commissioner
Debasis Kar, Superintendents
Sanjay Kumar Rana and Barun
Kumar Biswas and SK Dehury.
These three firms were alleged to
have taken fake GST registration
and taken input tax credit of
crores of rupees by issuing fake
GT invoices.
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ne of the most visible sign
of backwardness and
underdevelopment of a society
is existence of child labour. The
census 2011 identified more
than one crore child labourers
in India and 3.5 lakh in Odisha
though this is not the correct
estimation of the number but
there is no decline in the figures
between 1971 and 2011 in
spite of our efforts in many
fronts by Government and
others.
Employment of children
below the age of 14 years is prevented under provision of law
under the Child and
Adolescent Labour Prohibition
and Regulation Act 1986. There
are a number of legislations
related to protection of children
from injustice and exploitation
and also programme for their
care and development being
enforced and implemented by
international bodies, Central
and State Governments for a
long time, where trade unions
and NGOs have been playing

O

a very vital role.
Studies found that one of
the vital reasons of child labour
is lack of quality primary education and prevalence of
dropout for a number of
socioeconomic and socio-political and administrative reasons
which have been overlooked by
the Government in its various
interventions. The dropout
students become child labourers.
In the context of Odisha,
the prevalence of child labour
is very high not because of
poverty but lack of socio-legal
awareness among public about
its prevention. The second
most important issue is all
about our social mindset
towards children, children of
our own family, and children
outside family where most of
the people have double standards in practice. The sensitiveness of a society towards its
children is being reflected in its
public behavior as it is being
observed that mostly children
are employed in public places
such as hotels and garages
which places are every day
being visited by hundreds of
people but no public reaction
against such inhuman practices
being visible witnessed.
These children employed
in public places are mostly
from the marginalized sections of our society who are not
just poor but from socially
oppressed communities. In a
caste ridden society the general sympathy and fellow feeling
are socially motivated by castebased ideas where social obligations are not human centric
and traditional social laws are

consistently predominant over
modern constitutional values
and principles without much
radical change. The very mindset of the people towards children in general need to be
changed based on international human rights values and
principles and the Government
must adopt the principles of the
convention on rights of the
child not just by framing laws
but by really translating the
laws into practice at all levels.
It has been observed that
our so-called social traditions,
customs and many anti-people
rituals and practices are being
unnecessarily glorified and
routinely enforced without
thinking about their implications over social life and human
relationships in public.
It is being observed that the
law enforcement authorities
and service providers paid are
more committed to their traditional social and religious values but not to the constitutional
values. Most of us are more
protective towards our own
children whereas for others
we do not have such feeling or
commitment. After seventy
years of constitutional governance, these days we have
achieved constitutional
Government and modern laws
at par with international standard and built dedicated institutions, programmes and monitoring mechanisms, but one
thing we need to change is our
mindset towards fellow human
beings that we all are equal and
so we all need equal treatment
and equal opportunity.
In this context, the most
important intervention must be

to strengthen quality free primary education which can prevent child labour. Kerala in
January 2016 became the first
State in the country to achieve
100 per cent primary education
and it is also ahead of many
social development indicators.
That is the reason why Kerala
has very less number of child
labourers in comparison to
other States. But as per report
of the Odisha School and Mass
Education Minister in State
Assembly over status of primary education, the CAG
report, the Child Census of the
State, NCERT’s All India
School Education Survey
(AISES)report, and ST and SC
Development Department
Minister’s report in the
Assembly show a very negative
projection about primary education status in the State. The
State Government has not been
properly implementing the SSA
and the RTE Act, 2009.
It is reported that the
enrolment in Government
schools has been consistently
decreasing whereas the number
of private schools and student
enrolment ratio in them has
been increasing. Though the
Government has been providing Mid-Day Meal, free uniform and textbooks, the
dropout rate has not been controlled. Under the Rights of
Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act
2009, education up to 8th standard is made free but still
there are thousands of schools
with single teacher and single
classroom. There are over a
thousand of rural habitations
without primary school within one km and hundreds of villages have no upper primary
school within three km. It is
mostly the SC and ST domi-

nated habitations which have
schools in distance places.
There are under qualified
teachers, even under matriculates without any professional
qualification on teaching.
Thousands of posts of teacher
are vacant in different schools.
It is said by the School and
Mass Education Minister that
in order to follow the RTE
norms, the State needs more
than one lakh teachers. Many
of the schools in interior parts
lack basic infrastructure, class
room, library, drinking water,
sanitation facility and it is
reported that about 80 per
cent schools have no playground. The State Government
has decided to close many
schools in an attempt to
streamline the expenditure. As
the Government is the largest
provider of primary education, the privatization of education is going to increase
child labour among the marginalised.
The most atrocious miseries are being faced by the
students of SC and ST community who are residents of
Ashram schools run by the
State ST and SC Development
Department. The State has
reported a number of deaths of
children in residential schools
and atrocities against girl children. There have been complaints of snakebite, insecurity due to lack of boundary wall,
lack of sanitation, proper
drinking water and electricity.
There has been lack of regular
communication among parents, teachers and Government
officials about the students’
performances and living conditions in the hostel. The social
situation of Dalit students in
day schools and hostels have
not changed much, especially

(24), Raju Biswakarma(21)
from Chhattisgarh, Bhajanan
Sahu (24) of Angul, Rama
Khemudu (20) of Malkangiri
and Bisnu Sahu (27) from
Jeypore.
SDPO Sagarika Nath said
they had got a tip-off about the
consignment, and accordingly,
a team of the Special Task
Force of the district police
waylaid the ganja-laden vehicles around in the evening in
different places of Jeypore subdivision under Koraput police
limits. Several vehicles were
seized in this connection as
well.
“A truck seized was disguised to give the impression
that it was transporting rice.
The ganja was packed in polythene bags,” said the SDPO.

1Xi_aT\XbTbaPXSTS*
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he State Crime Branch’s
he GST and Central Excise,
Economic Offences Wing TRourkela Commissionerate
T
(EOW) on Friday arrested a conducted raids in three busiwoman on charges of impersonating as a teacher and availing loans from Bilahat branch
of the Odisha Gramya Bank by
producing forged certificates.
The arrested woman was
identified as Annapurna Das
of Patisahi under Garadpur
gram panchayat in Patkura.
Back in 2013, a few people had
produced documents named
after Annapurna and withdrawn loans from the Bilahat
branch.
Later, when the documents
were found to be fake, the
Regional and Branch managers of the bank were suspended. The case was then
handed over to the EOW.
While the EOW had earlier
arrested four persons in connection with the case, the officials nabbed the woman from
her residence on the day.

FPcRWbTRaTcPahBP]VXcP
BfPX]

in rural and interior parts, as
the practices of untouchability and caste-based discrimination continue.
The Dalit students face
mental torture, social humiliation and abuse by fellow upper
caste students, teachers and
non-teaching staff which is
major reasons of dropout and
child labour. These issues of
social discrimination must be
discussed in forums such as the
Odisha State Council for
Protection of Child Rights
(OSCPCR) and other related
bodies. The international organizations, NGOs, CSOs, and
child rights organizations in the
State should focus more the
issues of the marginalized children. Caste-based discrimination restricts access of the poor
and marginalized to quality
education and the realization of
rights depends more on the
State intervention.
The OSCPCR in its report
on migration mentioned that
a huge number of children
from western Odisha are
migrating every year to various parts of the country with
their parents and the commission has recommended for
seasonal hostels. The rural
poor landless agricultural
workers, sharecroppers, unorganized sector workers, forest
dwellers, fisher folk are unable
to support their children due
to lack of employment and
assured income throughout
the year along with social discrimination. The children of
these marginalized poor families become school dropouts
and child labourers. So
attempt must be made to
ensure quality primary education for all to prevent child
labour.
(manasbbsr15@gmail.com)

The GST officials have also
sealed the office premises of one
business man, who managed to
leave the place some days back.
Likewise, iron merchants of
daily market and GT lane are
under the scanner of GST officials for issuing fake invoices to
get undue financial benefits at
the cost of the Government.
The seized documents are being
thoroughly scrutinised by the
officials and necessary action
against the defaulters will be
taken on completion of the
investigation and names of
business men have been kept
secret for the ongoing investigation, said the investigating
officers.
Further, the department
has got information about hundreds of other business houses involved in similar exercise,
which will also be raided in the
coming days by the preventive
team. Recently, two businessmen of Raipur were arrested for
their link in such business.
Around more than 45 factories
have also been black listed by
issue of alert notices.

Nath said the consignment was loaded from interior areas on the border of
Koraput and Malkangiri districts and was supposed to be
delivered to a trader in UP via
Chhattisgarh.
The police said a well-knit
inter-State racket was operating
in the area. It procures the contraband from interior parts of
Koraput and Malkangiri districts, where it is cultivated, and
transports it to New Delhi, MP,
UP, Rajasthan, Bengal, Bihar
and Andhra Pradesh as there is
a great demand for the narcotic substance.
As already there is election
next month, intensive checking
in the NHs and all suspected
places will be carried out, the
SDPO told.
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he Raibania police in
Baleswar district have
T
begun investigation into the
case of gangrape of an eightyear-old girl after the victim
along with her family members
lodged an FIR on Friday following the video clips of the
crime scene going viral.
According to the victim,
she was subjected to the sexual assault by two persons of
their area, Bharat Murmu and
Dillip Baskey, on October 20
last year when she was going by
a bicycle to Chudamani Square.
The accused duo committed the offence in a nearby jungle, Kantabani, while three
other persons made video
recording of the rape scene.
The girl’s mother lodged
the police complaint after the
video footages surfaced in
social media.
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IIT and KISS founder Dr
Achutya Samanta has been
K
awarded with the BusinessLine
Changemaker Awards 2019
instituted by The Hindu
BusinessLine daily. Dr Samanta
was awarded and felicitated by
former Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh at a function
in New Delhi on Friday.
The winners, across six
categories of awards were also
felicitated and awarded. Among
others, Arun Jetly, Finance
Minister for GST, and Bezwada
Wilson, founder, National convenor of Safai Karmachari
Andolan for eradication of
inhuman and in dignified practice of Manual scavenging.
Dr Samanta won the award
as change maker for social
transformation because of
relentless efforts in improving
the condition of the society and
the indigenous community and
his years of dedication in reducing the number of people living
in hunger, poverty, illiteracy and

unemployment. Among 600
nominations, he made it to the
award through selection by an
eminent independent jury after
an elaborate process that began
with the seeking of nominations, rigorous process of scrutinizing and short listing them
based on select parameters,
and finally, jury selection.
Dr Samanta said, “I accept
this honour with a profound
sense of gratitude on behalf of
all our stakeholders. This
recognition has further
enthused us to rededicate ourselves in the service of children,
the torchbearers of tomorrow.
It first started with transformation of my own life and surroundings followed by transforming lives of the deprived,
downtrodden and destitute.
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he Kalinga Literary Festival
organised its special KLF
T
Corner where author Subhasis

Mishra's book, 'Finding Piya,’
was released. Renowned filmmaker Nila Madhab Panda
joined the conversation with
author Mishra.
They discussed about the
book, contemporary issues in
literature, film and society at
large.
Mishra's book 'Finding
Piya’ is a rollercoaster ride of
love and betrayal, of beauty
and darkness, of innocence
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and connivance and many
more extremes of human
emotions. Through the protagonist Raj’s journey, the
reader gets a ringside view of
the transformation of Raj
from an innocent boy to a student leader and then to a victim of the campus politics, in
pursuit of Piya, his love. It can
be termed as the latest bundle
of political thrill and campuslove.
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Chhak at NH 149 here on
Friday. The deceased were
identified as Ghana Rajhans
(31) of Iswar Nagar and
Sumanta Mahanta of Munupur
village.
As per sources, one motorcyclist while coming from
Talcher Road dashed against

chairperson near the UCO
Bank branch at Begunia in
Khordha district on Friday.
According to information,
the bank had sanctioned a
fresh loan of Rs 3 lakh in the
name of Ramadevi SHG. Of the
sanctioned amount, its chairperson Nibasi Nayak withdrew
Rs 1.8 lakh and was returning
home with the remaining
amount of Rs 1.8 lakh. The
miscreants followed her and
snatched away the bag containing the money from her at
a lonely place.
On the basis of a complaint
by Nayak, the Begunia police
have started investigation.

?=BQ 1A07<0?DA

olice on Thursday foiled a
dacoity bid and arrested
P
five miscreants, including
three brothers, after conducting a raid near the
National Highway in
Haladiapada here.
Acting on a tipoff, the
Gosaninuagaon police had carried out the raid and nabbed
the miscreants while they were

planning for a dacoity in the
nearby area.
The arrestees were identified as Bhawani Sankar Padhi
(26), Sujit Kumar Sahu (21) and
the three brothers Prasant Sahu
(26), Sushant Sahu (26) and
Sarat Sahu (24).
The police seized a country-made gun, two bullets,
three swords, two motorcycles,
bombs and cash from the criminals’possession.
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unjab Ekta Party (PEP)
arents of the ODM School
president Sukhpal Singh Pcontinued their hunger
P
Khaira on Friday said that strike for the second consecuthe Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing Behbal
Kalan and Kotkapura police
firing incidents is only a
political gimmick, while
demanding that SIT probe be
made time-bound to ensure
justice.
Khaira demanded to make
SIT probe time-bound if the
Chief Minister is serious about
the sacrilege of Guru Granth
Sahib.
“The interest of Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh is limited to take political advantage of these cases
during Parliament elections
and then allow the cases to
fizzle out. There seems no
seriousness to bring to book
the culprits of sacrilege and
police firing, instead attempts
are made to interrupt the
legal course in these cases,” he
said

tive day on Friday in protest

against forcible issuance of
Transfer Certificates (TCs) to
their wards by the school
authorities.
The ODM parents, who are
on the fast with support from
the OPAF, alleged that the
Principal of the OMD School
has sent TCs to 11 students by
post in their home address

while the academic session
was yet to be over. They refuted the allegation of the
Principal that they have not
paid dues towards their wards’
tuition fees.
“The school authorities
have played with future of our
children aged between five to
eight years,” lamented parents.

The parents demanded
that police take action against
the Principal on the basis of
their complaint soon. They
threatened that they would
continue their strike and even
immolate themselves enmasse if the TCs are not
withdrawn by the school
soon.

BWaTT\P]SXaVTcb &XOWXUDOVKRZµ6KUHH¶
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retired Clerk Nabakishore Sahoo
red-handed for demanding and
accepting illegal gratification of
Rs 2,000. They were caught
taking bribe from complainant
Ajaya Kumar Mohanty of
Subhadrapur village under the
Ranapur PS in Nayagarh district
in order to process partition files
filed by him and his family

wo unidentified bike-borne
miscreants looted Rs 1.8
T
lakh from a Begunia SHG
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T

the Pallahara hospital, where
doctors declared them brought
dead. Being informed, DSP
Ritikesh Mahapatra, Pallahara
PS ASI Rushikesh Pradhan
and others went to the spot and
seized the motorcycles.
Pallahara MLA Mahesh
Sahoo expressed his sympathy
to the deceased’s families.
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he Vigilance Police on Friday
wo persons were killed in a Road.
caught Ranpur Tehsil office Q 428daVTSc^TgT\_c
The victims were rushed to Nazir Arjuna Pradhan and cT\_[TUa^\\^ST[R^ST
head-on collision of two

T
motorcycles near Dimiria
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he Shree Jaganath Temple
Manging Committee
T
passed the temple’s budget for

2019-20 fiscal here on Friday.
The committee pegged the
annual income of Rs 102 crore
which is Rs 24 crore more than
the last fiscal. Similarly, it
CWThfTaTRPdVWccPZX]V
approved an annual expendiQaXQTUa^\R^\_[PX]P]c
ture outlay of Rs 78 crore, to be
0YPhP:d\Pa<^WP]ch^U
spent for developmental works
BdQWPSaP_daeX[[PVTd]STa of the temple and welfare facilcWTAP]P_da?BX]
ities of pilgrims.
=PhPVPaWSXbcaXRcX]^aSTa
It was decided that the
c^_a^RTbb_PacXcX^]UX[Tb
SJTA would request the
UX[TSQhWX\P]SWXbUP\X[h Election Commission of India
to exempt the shrine from
members. Pradhan’s residential Model Code of Conduct
house at Chandpur in the dis- (MCC)
“The
Managing
trict was searched. Pradhan
and Sahoo were arrested and Committee passed the budget
for 2019-20 financial year. It is
forwarded to court.

a surplus budget,” said SJTA
Pradipta Mohapatra.
Mohapatra stated that they
have targeted more incomes
mainly from land sales by setting a target of Rs 15 crore or
more. The committee expected an increase in donation,
which was Rs 4 crore this year.
Similarly, the committee has set
Rs 38 crore for development
works and facilities for pilgrims, said Mohapatra.
Mohapatra said Rs 5 crore
would be spent on welfare of
servitors.
On uniform policy of land
sales, the temple administration
received approval from the
State Government 10 days
before the MCC came into
force. Thus, the SJTA would
write to the ECI to exempt the
shrine from the MCC. He said
the corpus funds and other
deposits of the temple will be
increased from present Rs 650
crore to Rs 700 crore this year,
he said. Besides, Rs 65 crore
would be received as donation
of the Nalco.

?=BQ 1A07<0?DA

cultural programme
named “Shree” was organA
ised by the Madhumaya
Panigrahi Foundation here
recently. Yes Man Club international director Shanti
Panigrahi, Ministr y of
Commerce and Industry’s
Kolkara zone Development
Commissioner BK Panda,
Brahmapur ITI Principal Dr
Rajat Kumar Panigrahi graced
the inaugural meeting presided
over by progamme chief convenor Prafulla Jagannath

Padhy. Himanshu Sekhar
Mishra and Ashmita Nayak
anchored the meeting.
Artists, who had successfully performed “Thia Punchi
Naranga” in Mumbai were felicitated. Noted singers presented
songs under the direction of
Ashwini Kumar Mohapatra and
M Madhav Patro. Winners of
women athletic event held in
city earlier were too given prize.
A souvenir titled “Kuanar Punei
Jahna Lo” was released on the
occasion. An Odisha dance
performed by internationally
acclaimed dancer Kolkata’s

Nandini Ghoshal enthralled
the entire audience. Besides,
playback singer Geeta Patnaik
and legendary singer late
Akshay Mohanty’s son
Mitrabhunu Mohanty presented songs.
Among others, Dr Mihir
Kumar Tripathy, Dr Rajendra
Prasad Padhy, Bhagaban
Maharana, Dr Biswanath
Panigrahi, Tripati Balaji Patro
and Dillip Choudhury coordinated the event. The cultural
programme came to an end
with a vote of thanks proposed
by Manoj Samal.
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he Bharatiya Janata Party got
a shot in the arm in election
time as former Congress MP
from Karnal, Arvind Sharma on
Friday joined the party. Threetime MP Arvind Sharma joined
the BJP in the presence of
Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal, party’s state
incharge Anil Jain among other
party leaders in New Delhi.
A prominent Brahmin
leader, Sharma had earlier won
the Sonepat Lok Sabha seat in
1996 as an independent candidate and joined the Congress in
1999.
He had won Karnal Lok
SabhA seat in 2004 and 2009
on Congress’ ticket but had lost
to BJP’s Ashwini Kumar

T

Chopra in 2014 general elections.
Sharma had then quit the
Congress ahead of 2014
Haryana assembly polls to join
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP),
which had named him as its
Chief Ministerial candidate.
The BSP had fielded him from
two seats, but he failed on both.
He later quit the BSP and
remained unaffiliated until
Friday, when he joined the
BJP formally.
The former MP had in the
past praised the BJP
Governments led by Narendra
Modi and Manohar Lal Khattar
at central and state level respectively and it was anticipated
that he would join the BJP
soon.
Sharma, while talking to

the mediapersons expressed
interest to contest from Karnal
seat while maintaining that he
will accept whatever the BJP
decides.
When asked whether he
has bargained for a Lok Sabha
seat before joining the BJP,
Sharma said that he is keen to
work under the leadership of
PM Modi. “I had in the past
met Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and met BJP chief Amit
Shah on Wednesday. I had
also supported the BJP in Jind
bypoll, Sharma said.
“I am impressed with the
policies of BJP and wanted to
work with the party and take its
ideology ahead,” he added.
Earlier, welcoming Arvind
Sharma into the party fold,
Chief Minister Manohar Lal

said that Sharma had expressed
his interest to join the BJP and
has appreciated the policies of
BJP.
Notably, the ruling BJP in

Haryana is scouting for winning candidates to contest on
10 Lok Sabha seats in Haryana.
Speculations are that the
party might field him from the

Karnal seat. The other seats
that he could possibly be allotted are Rohtak and Sonepat
constituencies.
saffron party is looking for

a candidate in the Karnal constituency represented by media
baron and BJP Ashwini Kumar
Chopra.
Union Minister Maneka
Sanjay Gandhi, the seven-time
BJP MP has expressed interest
to contest from Karnal constituency. Currently, an MP
from Pilibhit Lok Sabha constituency in Uttar Pradesh,
Maneka is seen as a frontrunner for Karnal constituency.
Karnal Lok Sabha constituency is seen as a safest bet
for the BJP with Manohar Lal
being an MLA from the Karnal
assembly seat.
The BJP is also looking for
a political heavyweight to break
the winning streak of threetime Congress MP Deepender
Singh Hooda from Rohtak.

:0;A09<8B7A0<44CB
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Kalraj Mishra, incharge for
the Lok Sabha elections in
Haryana met senior leaders of
Haryana in New Delhi to discuss election strategy.
Chief Minister Manohar
Lal, Haryana party’s incharge
Anil Jain, Union Minister
Birender Singh, Haryana
Cabinet Minister Ram Bilas
Sharma among other leaders
were present in the meeting.
talking to mediapersons,
Mishra later said that
winnability will be the only
criteria for ticket distribution
in Haryana. The party is yet
to shortlist the probable candidates for 10 seats of
Haryana.
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s many Opposition parties
have already released their
A
first list of candidates for the
Lok Sabha polls, the BJP is
expected to announce its first
list of about 100 Lok Sabha candidates on Saturday which may
include candidates from Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Bihar,
Assam, Odisha, Uttarakhand
and other States slated for first
phase of polling on April 11.
The party is ready to deny
tickets to a substantial number
of sitting MPs to beat antiincumbency. The strategy would
be a continuation of party’s
exercise during the Assembly
polls when it did not repeat over
50 per cent of the incumbent
MLAs in some of the States.
According to sources, a list
of 10 candidates from Assam
has been finalised with BJP’s
trouble shooter and State
Minister Himanta Biswas Sarma
expected to replace current MP
RP Sharma from Tezpur.
Assam would go to poll in
the first phase on Aril 11 when
91 LS seats would go to polls
across the country.
BJP MP Varun Gandhi,
who won from Sultanpur, UP,
would be shifting to Pilibhit,
her mother Maneka Gandhi’s
constituency. The Congress
has fielded Sanjay Singh, a
royal scion and Rajya Sabha
member, from Sultanpur Lok
Sabha constituency.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is to repeat from Varanasi
Lok Sabha seat from Uttar
Pradesh and his second seat is
yet to be finalised. In 2014 Lok
Sabha polls Modi had
won from Vadodara, Gujarat
too. Contesting a second seat is
not ruled out this time also,
sources said.

BJP may even again field
Mriganka Singh, a Gujjar, from
the Kairana LS seat, which she
had lost to an SP candidate in
a bypoll. There would be many
like Arjun Singh (West Bengal
MLA, who crossed over to the
BJP from TMC), Arvind
Sharma (Congress MP from
Karnal, Haryana) and Tom
Vaddakan (Congress leader
from Kerala) who joined the
BJP on Thursday would also be
fielded by the party.
The election for 543 parliamentary seats will be held in
seven phases till May 19 and
the counting of votes will be
taken up on May 23.
Modi, party president Amit
Shah and senior BJP leaders
will attend the central election
committee meeting on
Saturday to consider and
finalise the list approved by the
State committees.
All 42 seats in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana will
go to the polls in the first phase
with a fraction of constituencies in many other States,
including Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
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he Election Commission’s
T
multi-department committee on election intelligence will
aim to map almost every Lok
Sabha constituency to check
transportation of smuggled
goods, drugs and liquor, besides
cash and fake currency.
The first meeting of the
EC’s election intelligence units
held on Thursday and top
most on its agenda was “curbing covert expenditure” by candidates and political parties in
the upcoming Lok Sabha elections. More than 15 agencies
topmost officers attended the
meeting in an effort to operate
in a coordinated manner to
check economic offences during elections.
During the meeting, the
Heads of Tax Boards, Law
enforcement agencies, Central
Paramilitary Forces and representatives of Financial
Institutions assured the
Commission of prompt 24X7
expenditure monitoring and
surveillance action and implementation of instructions to
ensure curbing of abuse of
money power in elections. In
2014, as many as Rs 300 crore
seized as dubious transaction
across the country during polls.

The issues discussed at the
meeting included ways of curbing of covert expenditure by
candidates and political parties;
sensitisation of the law enforcement agencies about their role
during elections; co-operation
and sharing of intelligence of
economic offences among law
enforcement agencies for effective action; preparation of
roadmap for action during the
elections; mapping of constituencies by concerned agencies to check transportation of
smuggled goods, drugs, liquor
and cash, including fake currency, through seaports, interstate borders and international borders and pro-active and
preventive action by each law
enforcement agency.
Sources said the EC
intends to cover all areas related to flow of illegal money during the elections, from the
generation of such funds to the
movement of funds across borders and states and its ultimate
distribution as bribe to influence voters ahead of elections,
so as to ensure free and fair
polls. Sources said the EC has
chalked out a stringent plan
with different enforcement
agencies to ensure that there are
no illegal cash transactions
during campaigning.
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New Delhi: Three-term Lok Sabha MP
Arvind Sharma, who joined the BJP on
Friday, might be fielded from Karnal
in Haryana, a constituency he had represented in the lower House twice. The
Brahmin leader had won from Sonepat
as an Independent candidate in 1996
and then won from Karnal on a
Congress ticket in 2004 and 2009 but
lost to the BJP’s Ashwini Chopra in
2014.
PNS

Maharashtra, West Bengal,
Odisha and Assam, also to
witness polling on April 11.
The Assembly polls in
Andhra Pradesh and Odisha
will be held simultaneously
with the general election.
A suggestion has been made
that Modi should be contesting
from Puri in Odisha, where the
BJP is set to give Biju Janata Dal
(BJD) a tough fight in the
Assembly polls, sources said.
The BJP has done elaborate
exercise to zero in on the winning candidates after receiving
public feedback as also making
its own assessment of perfor-

mances of its MPs in the
respective States by constituting committees headed by a
central leader. For Delhi’s seven
LS constituencies, senior BJP
leader Nirmala Sitharaman was
deputed to assess performances
of the incumbent MPs. Former
Team India player Gautam
Gambhir’s name has also been
going round for one of the
seven seats in Delhi.

ZLWK6KLYDSO5DYDQ
?=BQ =4F34;78

iven the cold shoulder by
the Samajwadi Party (SP)
G
and the Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) in Uttar Pradesh, the
Congress has worked upon
another
kind
of
Mahagathbandhan in the crucial State ahead of the Lok
Sabha polls.
The grand old party,
according to sources, is likely
to forge an alliance with
Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party
(PSP), headed by estranged SP
leader Shivpal Yadav and with
Bhim Army, led by
Chandrashekar Azad Ravan,
who hogged headlines after
being visited by Congress general secretar y Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra.
While Shivpal represents
the OBC community, Bhim
Army accounts for sizeable
number of SC votes which the
Congress is eyeing to capture
after being sidelined by
Akhilesh Yadav-Mayawati
combine. Sources said the
Congress, which has so far
announced 25 Lok Sabha seats,
may give a share of 10 seats to
both the parties.
Shivpal, who had met
Priyanka Gandhi in a closeddoor meeting in Delhi on
Thursday, expressed his
resentment over the delay
but remained hopeful for the
announcement of an
alliance soon.
Congress sources said
while the State unit cadre
sounds ok with the alliance
with Shivpal, who is an old
warhorse of his erstwhile party
SP, the national leadership is of
the opinion that the relations
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between Akhilesh Yadav and
Rahul Gandhi continue to
remain cordial that could come
handy post elections results.
Congress sources said
Chandrashekhar will make up
for the BSP loss given its considerable sway among the
Dalits who have been
Mayawati’s electoral mainstay
all these years.
UP Congress media coordinator Lallan Kumar said the
Congress has always welcomed
like-minded parties for an
alliance. Several smaller parties,
including the PSP, are
in touch with the Congress top
leadership which has to take
the final call.
Shivpal continues to be a
MLA from Jaswantnagar seat
but formed a separate political
outfit following resentment
with his nephew Akhilesh due

to family feuds over the leadership of SP patriarch Mulayam
Singh Yadav.
Either with an alliance or
no alliance, Shivpal has already
announced his interest in contesting from Firozabad Lok
Sabha constituency. The current MP from Firozabad is
Akshay Yadav, who is the son
of Shivpal’s estranged brother
Ram Gopal Yadav.
During the Yadav family
feud in 2016, Ram Gopal had
sided with Akhilesh Yadav.
Shivpal is believed to have an
influence in Firozabad and its
adjoining districts and is capable of giving a tough fight to the
incumbent MP. Shivpal is also
in talks to field two candidates
in Tamil Nadu and two candidates in Karnataka.
For his part, Bhim Army
chief Chandrashekhar in a rally

1WX\0a\hRWXTU2WP]SaPbWTZWPa0iPS
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with BSP founder Kanshi Ram’s
sister on Friday announced
that
he
will
contest the Lok Sabha elections
against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi from the
Varanasi seat, a move that is
likely to upset the SP-BSP
alliance in Uttar Pradesh.
“I will challenge Narendra
Modi in Varanasi... To protect
the Constitution and the rights
of Dalits. I do not want to
become an MP or MLA. Had
that been the case, I would have
chosen a reser ved seat,”
Chandrashekar said.
Until now, the Bhim Army
had been saying that it won’t
contest elections. It had welcomed the SP-BSP alliance in
the State and said it would support anyone who’s ready to take
on the BJP and fight for Dalit
rights.
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est Bengal has the maximum number of firsttime voters in the coming Lok
Sabha election, followed by
Uttar Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh. According to Election
Commission data, 20.10 lakh
first-time voters will be exercising their franchise in West
Bengal. Uttar Pradesh and
Madhya Pradesh have 16.70
lakh and 13.60 lakh first-time
voters, respectively.
The number of people eligible to vote in Lok Sabha polls
beginning next month has
increased by 8.4 crore as compared to the 2014 general election, and these include 1.5 crore
“young voters” who are in the
18-19 age group and would
exercise their franchise first
time.
Over 1.5 crore voters are in
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the age group of 18-19 years.
These “young voters” constitute
1.66 per cent of the total electors.
Rajasthan, Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu and Andhra
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Pradesh have 12.8 lakh, 11.9
lakh, 8.9 lakh and 5.3 lakh firsttime voters, respectively. Delhi
has 97,684 first-time voters.
Rajasthan, Arunachal Pradesh,

Uttarakhand, Sikkim, Manipur
have 12 lakh, 27,342, 85673,
20,200, and 28,614 first time
voters respectively.
The number of first time
voters decreased by 30 per cent
in 2019 in Telangana when
compared to 2014. The number
of first time voters was 2.3 crore
in 2014 and is 1.5 crore in 2019.
Nearly 900 million people
have so far registered for the
17th Lok Sabha elections, out
of which 15 million are firsttime voters between the age of
18-19. This includes the citizens who turned 18 on 1
January, and have been registered as electors. This first-time
voters account for 1.66 per cent
of the total electorate, compared to the last Lok Sabha
elections in 2014, where the
voter turnout was recorded to
be 814.5 million, including
23.1 million new voters.
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New Delhi: A delegation of
Congress leaders on Friday
approached the Election
Commission (EC) and sought its
intervention in removing hoardings projecting achievements of
the Narendra Modi Government,
claiming it is a violation of the
model code of conduct.
“It has come to our notice
that hoardings and advertisements featuring the Prime
Minister and projecting his
Government’s achievements are
being displayed at public places 2^]VaTbb[TPSTaA?=BX]VWP]S^cWTab[TPeTPUcTa\TTcX]VfXcW4[TRcX^]
AP]YP]3X\aXk?X^]TTa
and most notably petrol pump 2^\\XbbX^]^U8]SXPX]=Tf3T[WX^]5aXSPh
stations across the country despite the memorandum submitted by the party leadannouncement of the schedule of the Lok ers said.
The Congress demanded that the EC
Sabha elections. “The said display is not only
in violation of the model code of conduct but issue directions for immediate removal of all
also represent misuse of public funds and offi- such hoardings and also seek a compliance
PNS
cial machinery for campaign purposes,” the report in the matter.

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Friday asked the Election Commission
to respond to the DMK’s plea
seeking directions to the poll panel for
holding by-elections in three
vacant Assembly constituencies in
Tamil Nadu.
A Bench comprising justices SA
Bobde and SA Nazeer asked the EC to
file its response within two weeks.
The DMK has questioned the
poll panel’s move to not hold by-elections in Tiruparankundram,
Ottapidaram and Aravakurichi.
Senior advocate Abhishek Manu
Singhvi, appearing for the DMK, told
the bench that it is “bizarre” that the
Election Commission is holding byelections for 18 of 21 vacant Assembly
constituencies in the State.
The by-elections are slated to be
held on April 18 along with the Lok
Sabha polls.
PTI
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ontinuing his attack against
C
the Congress and its first
family, Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley on Friday took a jibe at
the entry of Priyanka Gandhi
into politics and targeted
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi too in the same breath.
“One failed. The other won’t
take-off,” he said as he continued the series of his blogs on
‘Agenda 2019’.
Generation after generation, the Congress Party’s leadership berth is reserved for a
member of the preferred family, he said as he traced the
post-independence history of
the party from Jawaharlal
Nehru to Indira Gandhi to
Sanjay Gandhi to Rajiv Gandhi.
He said the Congress tried
to remove itself from the shackles of dynasty for a brief period after the unfortunate assassination of Rajiv Gandhi but
could not get out of its clutches for long.
“Smt. Sonia Gandhi then
took over as the longest serving
President of the Indian National
Congress and thereafter passed
on the leadership baton of the
Party to her son Rahul Gandhi.
“Thus, generation after generation, the Congress Party’s lead-

ership berth is reserved for a
member of the preferred family. When the Party is now in
doldrums, another member of
the family has entered the
scene,” said the senior BJP
leader who is in-charge of
party’s publicity committee.
Jaitley was referring to
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, who
has been recently appointed as
Congress general secretary incharge of eastern Uttar
Pradesh.
The Finance Minister further said: “The key question is
- will the dynastic parties learn
from their 2014 drubbing and
a possible defeat in 2019?
Possibly not. It is here that the
people of India will have to
bring about a change. India is
not a monarchy. Neither is it a
kingdom or dynastic democracy. Dynasts disapprove persons of talent and merit. “The
real strength of democracy
will be realised when myth of
dynasties is finally buried and
these parties are taken over by
men of competence and merit.
That will provide Indians with
a better choice.”
The another curious feature, he said, is that most families where a single dynast created the party, have moved into
the next generation.
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ountering the Opposition’s
“diplomatic failure” jab
C
after China blocked branding
of JeM chief Masood Azhar at
global terrorist at the UN for
the fourth time, External
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj
on Friday sought to put the
records straight asserting that
the critics must see that India
was alone when the move was
first made in 2009 under the
UPA rule, while it has world-

wide support in 2019.
Her remarks came a day
after Congress president Rahul
Gandhi hit out at Prime
Minster Narendra Modi over
China’s blocking of the UN resolution to designate Azhar a
global terrorist, alleging that the
PM was “weak” and “scared” of
Chinese President Xi Jinping.
Taking to Twitter, Sushma
said she wants to apprise the
people of the facts regarding
the listing of Azhar under the
United Nations Sanctions

Committee.
“The proposal has been
mooted four times. In 2009,
India under the UPA
Government was the lone proposer. In 2016, India’s proposal was co-sponsored by US,
France and UK. In 2017, US,
UK and France moved the
proposal. In 2019, the proposal was moved by US, France
and UK and supported by 14 of
the 15 UN Security Council
members and also co-sponsored by Australia, Bangladesh,

Italy and Japan — non-members of the Security Council,”
she said in a series of tweets.
She asserted that India had
secured “unprecedented support” from the international
community for listing the Jaishe-Mohammed (JeM) chief
under the UN Sanctions
Committee.
“I have shared these facts
with you so that leaders who
describe this as our diplomatic failure may see for themselves that in 2009, India was

alone. In 2019, India has the
worldwide support,” she maintained.
Rahul had attacked the
prime minister and said he has
not spoken on China blocking
the resolution in the UN
Security Council (UNSC).
Slamming
the
Government, Congress chief
spokesperson
Randeep
Surjewala had said, “Sadly,
Modiji’s foreign policy has
been a series of diplomatic
disasters.”
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ountdown for the April 18
C
election to the Lok Sabha
from Tamil Nadu commenced
in style on Friday with the
DMK, leading the United
Progressive Alliance (UPA)
releasing the details of the
constituencies from where it
and other alliance partners
would contest the polls.
The names of constituencies were released by MK
Stalin, president of the DMK,
who has been described as the
future Chief Minister of the
State by Congress president
Rahul Gandhi.
Leaders of other parties
figuring in the UPA were present at the function held at
Anna Arivalayam, the DMK
headquarters and expressed
their satisfaction over the amiable way the constituencies
have been allocated. The
AIADMK-led front is expected to release the constituencies
from where the parties would
contest in a day or two according to party sources.
As per the list released by
Stalin on Friday, the DMK
would contest from 20 con-
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stituencies. They are North
Chennai, Central Chennai,
South
Chennai,
Kancheepuram, Thenkasi,
Sriperumbudur, Arakkonam,
Velloor, Arani, Dharmapuri,
Thiruvannamalai, Cuddalore,
Kallakurichi, Nilgiris, Pollachi,
Myladuthurai, Thanjavur,

Thoothukudi, Dindigul and
Tirunelveli.
The Congress which has
been allocated ten seats including the one from Puducherry
would
contest
from
Kanyakumari,
Theni,
Virudhunagar, Trichy, Salem,
Karur, Krishnagiri, Sivagangai

and Thiruvallur,
Nagapattinam
and
Thiruppur , centres with stories
of communist uprisings have
been allocated to the CPI. The
CPI(M) would field candidates
from Madurai and Coimbatore.
The VCK, a Dalit militant outfit, has been allocated

Chidambaram
and
Villupuram. The MDMK led
by the volatile Vaiko would
field its candidate from Erode,
a district known for its
Dravidian militancy.
In an interesting development, the DMK has acceded to
the demand of Muslin League
which has been pressing hard
for the Ramanathapuram constituency. The KMDK and the
IJK, two caste outfits would
contest from Namakkal and
Perambalur respectively.
T Ramakrishnan, author,
commentator and keen observer of Dravidian politics said
that the list was in expected
lines though there are a few
surprises. “The DMK allocating the Karur constituency to
the Congress is a major development. Thambi Durai, the
deputy Speaker of the Lok
Sabha, is expected to seek reelection from this constituency. Senthil Balaji, former
AIADMK leader hailing from
the district had quit the party
and had joined the TTV
Dhinakaran led AMMK and
then quit it to cast his luck with
the DMK in the hope of taking on Thambi Durai,” said
Ramakrishnan. Many political

commentators too pointed out
that the DMK is not strong in
Karur.
“Though the DMK has
strong roots in Karur it left it
to the Congress. I would say the
DMK could have given South
Chennai to Congress and taken
Karur. In these two constituencies, the DMK-led front
would have got better chances
had the party done the way I
have suggested,” opined
Ramakrishnan.
The Dravidian major has
focussed more on northern
Tamil Nadu leaving a major
chunk of the southern parts to
its allies. Interestinglym the
DMK would field candidates in
Thoothukudi and Tirunelveli
where it registered impressive
wins in the 2016 assembly
constituencies.
The fights which would
see sparks flying (the direct
duels between the traditional
rivals DMK and the
AIADMK) would be known
only after the AIADMK
comes out with its list of seats
and candidates.
Tamil Nadu goes to the
polls on April 18 as part of the
second phase of the Lok Sabha
election.
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Chennai: Tamil Nadu
Government has ordered an
enquiry on how a college here
gave its nod for Congress president Rahul Gandhi to interact
with its students when the
Model Code of Conduct is in
force.
The top Congress leader, in
his interaction with students of
the Stella Maris College here on
March 13, promised 33 per cent
reservation in Government
jobs for women and answered
several of their questions.
The Director of Collegiate
Education, R Sarumathi directed a subordinate official to
enquire "immediately" on the
matter and submit a report,
official sources told PTI.
In a communique (dated
March 14) to the Regional
Joint Director, Chennai Zone,
the director pointed out that in
view of the Lok Sabha elections
the MCC was in force and
under such circumstances
sought to know "how permission was granted" by the college
for the event.
Sources said Stella Maris is

one of the 10 Government
aided colleges in Chennai.
Such institutions are not only
bound by State norms, but are
also expected to follow the
MCC.
According to the MCC,displayed in the Election
Commission website, "use of
educational institutions, including their grounds (whether
Government aided, private or
Government) for political campaigns and rallies is not
allowed."
When contacted, the college authorities declined to say
if any enquiry was made by the
collegiate department officials.
The Chief Electoral Officer
also did not comment.
In his interaction with the
students, Rahul had brought up
the issue of the Rafale deal and
reiterated his allegations about
the pricing of the aircraft and
the process.
To a question on his brother-in-law Robert Vadra, he had
said that the law must apply to
everybody and not be applied
selectively.
PTI
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inally the Left Front on
Friday declared its candidates’ list, keeping hopes of a
possible alliance with the
Congress which had been asking for at least 17 out of 42
seats. Even as the alliance
talks had reached a neardeadlock, the Left led by the
CPI(M) declared candidates
for 25 seats keeping away 17
contentious seats.
While the Congress has
been asking for 18 “or at least
17 seats” the Left is reluctant
to spare more than 11 “or at
the most 14.”
The CPI(M) has kept for
itself
Raiganj
and
Murshidabad from where the
party had won in 2014 elections. It will contest from
another 17 seats while the
allies Forward Bloc, CPI and
RSP will contest from the
remaining 6 seats. Darjeeling
seat will go to an Independent
candidate backed by the
Congress and the Left.
The Front had already left
out four seats from where the
Congress had won last time.
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he speculation is rife in
Congress circles that president Rahul Gandhi will contest from Bidar in north
Karnataka in the Lok Saba
polls. The Congress leaders
are huddled in speculative discussion over the impact of
their chief contesting from
Karnataka as second seat after
Amethi in Uttar Pradesh.
Political circle is also abuzz
with news that Amethi is not
safe for the Congress chief and
is expected to contest from
Bidar— a safe seat from
Karnataka. Adding to the speculation, a tweet by the former
Chief Minister and senior
leader Siddaramaiah inviting
Rahul to contest from
Karnataka has created more
curiosity and discussion.
Siddaramaiah on Friday
said the Karnataka Congress
wants party president Rahul
Gandhi to contest the coming

T

Lok Sabha polls from the
southern state.
Calling Gandhi the "next
Prime Minister of India", the
Congress Legislature Party
leader recalled his grandmother Indira Gandhi and
mother Sonia Gandhi contesting the Lok Sabha polls from
Karnataka in the past.
"Karnataka has always supported & encouraged
@INCIndia leaders. It has been
proved in case of Smt. Indira ji
& Smt. Sonia ji.
We also want our next
Prime Minister of India Shri.
@RahulGandhi to contest from
Karnataka & herald new developmental
paradigm.
#R aGaFromKarnataka,"
Siddaramaiah said in a tweet.
A senior BJP leader on the
condition of anonymity said
the fear of losing has made the
congress to invite Rahul to contest from Karnataka a safe bet
in the political change in the
ensuing polls.
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he Trinamool Congress on
Friday started a two-day
T
Dharna accusing the BJP of
causing “great humiliation to the
people of Bengal” by urging the
Election Commission of
India(ECI) to declare it a
“Sensitive State.”
The dharna started hours
before Deputy Election
Commissioner Sunil Jain was to
visit the State to take stock of the
situations.
TMC women’s wing chief
and Panchayat Minister
Chandrima Bhattacharya led a
large contingent of party women
to start a dharna asking “who
has given the BJP the right to
insult the people of Bengal. It is
a great humiliation to ask the
ECI to declare the is a sensitive
State,” she said the BJP actions
amounted to challenging the
people’s morality and receptivity to their circumstances.
While State BJP chief Dilip
Ghosh called it a drama to build

pressure on the Election
Commission, Bhattacharya said
“even if the BJP gets the
Commission to deploy a CRPF
for every voter the Trinamool
Congress will win because the
people of this State votes for
Mamata Banerjee and none
else.”
There was no problem with
the law and order situation in
Bengal she said adding “the BJP
is trying to malign us for political reasons.”
Party general secretary and
Minister Partho Chatterjee said
“the unrealistic demand made
by the BJP is another way of
conceding defeat before the
elections.”
Alleging that by engineering defection in the Trinamool
Congress some BJP leaders who
had crossed over to that party
from the Trinamool Congress
were stabbing in the TMC’s back
Chatterjee said “the people are
watching and they will give
them a befitting reply.”
He was apparently referring

to the recent spate of defections
from the TMC into the BJP for
which the party is holding erstwhile TMC leader Mukul Roy
responsible. The former Railway
Minister and close Mamata
Banerjee aide had last year
joined the BJP and was currently handling the election
affairs of that party in Bengal.
Party strongman and threetime MLA from Bhatpara in
Barrackpore constituency had
on Thursday crossed over to the
BJP questioning the Chief
Minister’s style of functioning.
On the BJP leadership’s
remark that after the general
elections the TMC will crumble
completely so that a mid-term
State poll would required to be
held in Bengal sometime in
December, Chatterjee said “first
the BJP should save its own
empire in Delhi,” adding,
“Mamata Banerjee will play a
very big role in the days to
come because she is fighting
against the conspiracy to divide
India.”
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ormer Minister YS
F
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Reddy,
younger brother of former

<T\QTab^UePaX^dbCP\X[^aVP]XbPcX^]bW^[S_[PRPaSbP]SaPXbTb[^VP]bSdaX]VP_a^cTbcPVPX]bccWT?^[[PRWXbTgbRP]SP[X]
2WT]]PX^]5aXSPh
?C8

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
late Y S Rajasekhara Reddy and
uncle of YSRCP chief YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy was found murdered at his home in
Pulivendula in Kadapa district
on Friday under mysterious
circumstances. He was 68. He
is survived by wife Soubhagya
and a daughter.
The dead body bore seven
injuries made with sharp knife
and there were severe damages
on head. A murder case has
been lodged, SP Rahul Dev
Sarma said.
He was seen last time campaigning for the YSRCP in
Madduru of Chapadu mandal
of Kadapa district till 8.30 pm
on Thursday along with MLA
Raghurami Reddy and his son
Ahok Reddy. He had left for
Pulivendula directly and was

alone at his residence when the
incident took place.
A Special Investigation
Team (SIT) has been formed by
DGP RP Thakur on the
instruction of the Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu.
The initial information that
YS Viveka died of heart stroke
turned out to be a cooked up
one. Only after watching the
dead body by Police and
Doctors, it was detected that he
has been murdered brutally.
Only the PA of Viveka has
raised doubts over his death

and informed police. Later on,
YSRC leaders Vijaya Sai Reddy,
YS Avinash Reddy stated that
Vivekas' death seemed to be
suspicioius and asked for
inquiry.
But, after the formation of
SIT by the Government, the situation turned into a big political war.
Mr.Vijaya Sai Reddy has
alleged that CM Naidu, his son
Lokesh and Adinarayana have
murdered YS Viveka and stated that they don't have faith on
AP Police and demanded for
CBI inquiry.
TDP leaders have countered YSRC allegations stating
that YS family had internal rifts
and several times Viveka and
Jagan had differences.
One more talk is going on
that, Sudhakar Reddy who
murdered YS Rajareddy, father
of Viveka in 1998, has come
out of jail three months back
and few people suspecting him
in this case.
Everybody raising ques-
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preliminary inquiry into
Thursday’s Foot Over
Bridge (FOB) collapse that
claimed six lives and left 30
others injured, has found that
the structural audit of the
FOB that certified that the illfated bridge was in a “good
condition” had been conducted in an “irresponsible and
negligent” manner and recommended criminal action
against a private structural
auditor.
A day after a major portion of the FOB connecting the
platforms of the Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Terminus
(CSMT) to the lane leading to
the Azad Maidan crashed, a
preliminary inquiry report
submitted
the

A

Brihanmunicipal
Corporation’s Chief Engineer
(Vigilance) to Mumbai
Municipal Commissioner Ajoy
Mehta has recommended a
Full Fledged Departmental
Enquiry (FFDE) against
BMC’s five former senior engineers(bridges).
The four former officials
against whom FFDE has been
ordered in the preliminary
probe report, which has been
approved by the Municipal
Commissioner— are then
Chief Engineer (Bridges) S O
Kori, then deputy chief engineer(Bridges), RB Tare,
Executive Engineers(Bridges)
A R Patil and A I Engineer and
then
Assistant
Engineer(Bridges) S F Kakulte.
Alluding to the certification given in the report of the

audit of the bridge that collapsed that said the “bridge is
in a good condition and only
minor repairs required to be
carried out, the BMC’s Chief
Engineer (Vigilance), the preliminary report stated: “There
is prima facie reason to believe
that the structural audit has
been conducted in an irresponsible and negligent manner.... The structural report
appears to have overlooked the
critical elements of the bridge
and their condition leading to
the sad tragedy”.
“In spite of commissioning
the structural audit of the
bridge and spending public
money on it, the true condition was not brought out. The
tragedy could have been averted if the structural audit had
been done diligently,” the pre-

liminary report stated.
In one of the several measures against the firm that had
done an “irresponsible and
negligent” audit leading to
the collapse of the bridge and
loss of human lives, the
inquiry report said: “In view of
the apparent neglect and irresponsible nature the audit
report which has led to the
collapse of the bridge and loss
of human lives, an FIR be filed
against the Structural Auditor
Prof D D Desain‘s Associated
Engineering Consultants &
Analysts Pvt Limited”
“All payments pending to
be made to this structural
auditor be stopped forthwith
and for any payments made
earlier, due process of recovery be started,” the inquiry
report recommended.
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hile rooting for a fullfledged probe into
W
Thursday’s Foot Over Bridge
(FOB) collapse near Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Terminus
(CSMT) that claimed six lives
and left 30 others injured, NCP
chief Sharad Pawar on Friday
asked the Maharashtra
Government to come out with
a white paper on the condition
of Foot Over Bridges and all
other bridges in Mumbai.
Releasing a letter written by
the Central Railways on
November 11, 2015 about the
critical condition of various
bridges in the metropolis, Pawar
charged that both the

Maharashtra Government and
the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) did not
take the CR’s letter seriously.
“Whatever happened yesterday is a matter of serious concern. Mumbai is country’s
commercial Capital. More than
one crore travel to Churchgate
and CSMT from distant like
Virar and Karjat/Kasara respectively. At least 15 to 20 mishaps
take place every day. At 3000
commuters are killed in railway
mishaps every year,” Pawar said.
Taking a dig at PM Modi for
his bullet train project, Pawar
said: “More than the introduction of bullet trains, what
Mumbaikars need is safetyproof
suburban stations”.

tions that why the first hand
information come out as Heart
stroke. There are no CC cameras for that big house. Why
Viveka is alone in the house is
also a question, though its a
campaign time.
According to his personal
assistant Krishna Reddy, he
complained to the police as his
head bore injury marks and a
pool of blood was noticed by
bed side.
He said that he went to
Vivekananda Reddy’s house
on Friday morning. Nobody
opened the door for long, so he
waited in the lobby of the
house reading newspaper.
Having spent so about half an
hour, he said that he had called
up Sowbhagyamma, spouse of
Vivekananada Reddy. She
responded asking him not to
wake him up as he might have
returned home very late.
He said that he had waited
for him for another half-anhour.
Meanwhile, servant maid

Lachchamma and her son
arrived. He asked them to
knock on the window door so
that he will get up. The servant
maid did accordingly and also
the PA, but there was no
response from inside.
They thought that he was
fast asleep and felt that he
would get up later.
To their surprise, the backdoor remained opened, when
the main door was bolted from
inside. An old man Ranganna
noticed it and alerted them
about
it.
The
PA,
Lachchamma’s son went inside
to find the bed room door
opened. Vivekananda Reddy
was found dead in a pool of
blood in the washroom
attached to the bedroom.
The
PA
alerted
Vivekananda Reddy’s family
members. He grew suspicious
why the backdoor remained
opened and complained about
the death to the police. The
police sent the body to the
post-mortem.
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Ahmedabad: Days after quota
agitation leader Hardik Patel
joined the Congress, an
unidentified person hacked
the official website of the
Gujarat Congress and
uploaded his photo, which
appears to be a screenshot of
one of his alleged sex videos
that surfaced ahead of the
2017 polls.
In the photo, a person
resembling Patel can be seen
sitting on the bed with a girl
and it is accompanied by a caption — "Welcome our new
leader".
According to Gujarat
Congress spokesperson
Manish Doshi, the website,
"http://www.Gujaratcongress.I
n", was taken down immediately by the party's IT team

after spotting the "mischief ".
"Our website was hacked.
Someone put a photo of
Hardik Patel on it. We have
shut down the website immediately. It will become online
soon.
"This might be the handiwork of those who did not like
Hardik's entr y into the
Congress," said Doshi, adding
the party may file a police
complaint.
Ahead of the December
2017 Assembly elections in
Gujarat, around five videos,
purportedly showing Patel
with women, had surfaced on
social media platforms.
The 25-year-old Patidar
quota agitation spearhead had
then claimed all the videos
were "fake and morphed". PTI
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CP chief Sharad Pawar’s
N
grandnephew Parth,
Chhagan Bhujbal’s nephew
Sameer and reel-life Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Amol Kolhe figured in
the second list of five candidates
released on Friday, by the NCP
for the Lok Sabha polls.
After 48 hours of intense
speculation, the NCP formally
announced Parth Pawar’s name.
Parth, who is the son of Sharad
Pawar’s
nephew
and
Maharashtra’s former Deputy
Chief Minister, will contest
from Maval Lok Sabha constituency in Pune district of
Western Maharashtra.
The NCP has re-nominated senior NCP leader Chhagan

Bhujbal’s tainted nephew
Sameer Bhujbal from Nashik
constituency. Sameer and his
uncle Chhagan Bhujbal had
been arrested in connection
with a money laundering scam.
Sameer and Sr Bhujbal are currently on bail.
Dr Kolhe, who had quit
Shiv Sena a few weeks ago and
joined NCP, is a popular face in
Maharashtra after having portrayed the roles of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj and Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Maharaj in the television serials. Dr Kohle will contest from Shirur.
The NCP has fielded
Dhanraj Haribahu Mahale from
Dindori and Bajrang Sonavane
from Beed Lok Sabha
Constituencies.
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Patna: In a setback to the RLSP
ahead of the Lok Sabha polls,
one of its founding members
quit the outfit on Friday accusing its national president
Upendra Kushwaha of having
"betrayed" the people of Bihar by
walking out of the BJP-led NDA
and joining the opposition
Grand Alliance.
Ram Bihari Singh, who held
the designation of "Pradhan
Rashtriya Maha Sachiv" (chief
national general secretary) in the
Rashtriya Lok Samata Party,
also rued that he was "nowhere
now" despite being "the one who
wrote the partys constitution
and moved the Election
Commission for getting the
party recognised". "I was among
the few who had supported
Kushwaha when he chose to
part ways with Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumars JD(U).

But today he has become the all
in all and pays lip-service to his
commitment to inner party
democracy. I had also opposed
his decision to quit the NDA and
join the Mahagathbandhan but
he listened to no one and took
the decision arbitrarily, in effect
betraying the people who had
voted for him as an NDA ally,"
Singh told reporters.
He also alleged that
Kushwaha was "playing into the
hands of corporates" in distribution of tickets, though he did
not elaborate. The development
comes close on the heels of two
sacked RLSP leaders Nagmani
and Pradeep Mishra charging
Kushwaha with "selling" tickets.
The RLSP chief has dismissed
the allegations as "absurd", pointing out that it was yet to be
decided as to which seats his
party would be contesting. PTI
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Kolkata: The Election
Commission (EC) on Friday
deployed seven companies of
central para-military forces in
as many districts of West
Bengal, ahead of the sevenphase Lok Sabha elections
beginning April 11.
Three more companies will
also move in by late this evening
for their deployment in South
24-Parganas district and
Kolkata, Additional Chief
Electoral Officer Sanjay Basu
said.
The seven companies have
been deployed in the districts of
North Dinajpur, Malda,
Murshidabad, Birbhum, East
Midnapore, West Midnapore
and North 24-Parganas.
Personnel of these 10 companies of the BSF would carry
out route marches in "certain
vulnerable pockets" to instill
confidence among the voters.
However, the number of
vulnerable pockets, which are
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decided on several factors
including past incidents of violence, is still being assessed,
Basu said.
He said State Chief
Electoral Officer Aariz Aftab
and State Government officials
Friday reviewed poll preparedness through video conference.
The EC has already completed checking of EVMs in 11
out of 23 districts in the State,
Basu said adding that the availability of the polling personnel
was sufficient.
Deputy
Election

Commissioner Sudeep Jain will
meet representatives of all
recognised political parties of
the state on Saturday.
Jain will also hold a meeting with district election officers, superintendents of police
and police commissioners to
review the poll-preparedness.
He will also meet other
Central Government officials
for election purpose.
Basu said the EC's 'cVIGIL'
app, through which voters can
lodge any poll-related complaints to the EC, has so far registered 510 complaints of violation of model code of conduct
in the state and they were
being looked into.
The complaints received
from the portals of the ECI and
Citizens at National Grievance
Services (NGS) are 184 and 232
respectively and they were
mainly on defacement issues.
"Most of these complaints
are resolved," Basu said. PTI

Wayanad (Ker): A final notice
has been issued by church
authorities to the nun who took
part in a protest against rape
accused Franco Mullakal, former Bishop of the Jalandhar
diocese, asking her to leave her
congregation.
In its final notice, the
Franciscan Clarist Congregation
accused Sister Lucy Kalapura,
belonging to its St Mary's
province at Mananthavady, of
leading a life which was against
the "principles of religious life"
and the rule of the congregation.
Kalapura told mediapersons Friday that the church
authorities have given the notice
asking her either to leave the
congregation or to face ouster.
"It's sad that the church has
asked me to leave the congregation. I joined the church
when I was 17. I have lived a life
following all the principles of

religious life.
I don't have any other life.
My reply to the second warning
letter earlier was very clear. I
have explained my stand," she
said.
The nun has been asked to
give her explanation to Superior
General sister at Generalate of
the Congregation before April
16.
The congregation has
termed as "grave violations", a
Nun taking a licence, buying a
car, taking a loan for it, publishing a book besides spending
money without permission and

knowledge of her superiors.
The provincial superior had
denied permission to Sister
Lucy to publish her collection of
poems.
The nun, however, published
her
book
"Snehamazhayil".
The congregation also
termed as a "grave scandal" the
Nun in discussions in TV news
channels and writing articles for
non-Christian newspapers, "levelling false charges against the
Catholic leadership and belittling it."
The sister had invited the
wrath of the Church leadership
by participating in a street
protest here in September 2018
by five nuns belonging to the
Catholic religious order
Missionaries of Jesus, demanding the arrest of Franco
Mulakkal, who was accused of
raping a nun.
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New Delhi: The Supreme Court
Friday stayed the Meghalaya
High Court judgment convicting The Shillong Times editor
Patricia Mukhim and publisher Shoba Chaudhuri in a contempt case.
The high court had also
imposed a fine of Rs 2 lakh each
on them and said if they failed
to deposit the amount, they will
have to undergo six months
simple imprisonment and the
paper will be banned.
The case relates to an article published by the paper on
the perks and facilities for
retired judges and their families.
A Supreme Court bench,
comprising of Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi and Justices
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Amravati: Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
Friday said the alliance between
the BJP and the Shiv Sena was
very strong and impenetrable.
Fadnavis was addressing a
rally in here ahead of the Lok
Sabha elections, where Shiv
Sena chief Uddhav Thackeray
and other leaders of both the
parties were present.
"The BJP-Shiv Sena alliance
is joining of hands of the
Hindutva parties, which share
a common ideology. It has
stood the ground so far and will
do so in future as well. Yeh
Fevicol ka majboot jod hai! (It
is a strong bond like that of
Fevicol)," he said at the launch
of the poll campaign.
"The alliance is impenetrable...Some people tried to
separate us as they wanted to be
in power, but once the alliance
was announced, they started
retreating," he said.
Overcoming their strained
ties, the BJP and Shiv Sena had
last month announced a seatsharing pact for the ensuing
Lok Sabha and Assembly elections in Maharashtra. The BJP
will contest 25 seats and Shiv
Sena 23 of the 48 Lok Sabha
seats in Maharashtra.
Thackeray said he never
allowed his party's differences
with the BJP harm the interests
of the state.
"BJP-Sena alliance has
grown into a tall tree. In no case
should we allow pests to eat
into it. I don't believe in (poll)
surveys. I trust more my selfconfidence, which tells me that
so overwhelming will be the
victory that even 48 seats (in
the state) would fall short."
In a lighter vein, Thackeray
asked Fadanvis not to entertain
Sharad Pawar if he wished to
join BJP.
"The situation in the state
is such that whenever BJP-Sena
leaders criticise the opposition leaders, the next day they
join the BJP-Sena. This makes
me think if I should criticise or
not? If I criticise Pawar today,
he may join BJP tomorrow. But
don't give him any room in the
party," Thackeray said.
"We need to keep some
people outside, else there would
be no one left out for us to talk
about," he added jokingly. PTI

Deepak Gupta and Sanjiv
Khanna, also issued notice to
the high court registrar on the
appeal filed by the editor and the
publisher of newspaper.
While pronouncing the
judgement in the contempt
case, the high court had on
March 8 asked both of them to
serve the sentence by sitting in
the corner of the court room till
the rising of the court.
Immediately after the high
court order was stayed, Mukhim
told PTI, "The Supreme Court
has stayed and suspended the
judgment passed by the
Meghalaya High Court on
March 8, 2019. I have full faith
that judiciary will protect the
freedom of press."
PTI

Kumar has been using his
"large political clout" to
derail trial and influence
witnesses in cases related
to 1984 anti-Sikh riots,
CBI told the Supreme
Court on Friday while seeking that life term given
to him should be upheld.
73-year-old Kumar has challenged in the top
court the Delhi High Court's December 17, 2018
verdict sentencing him to life term in a case related to killing of five Sikhs in Delhi Cantonment's
Raj Nagar Part-I area of southwest Delhi on
November 1 and 2, 1984, and burning down of
a Gurudwara in Raj Nagar Part-II.
In response to Kumar's application seeking
suspension of sentence and grant of bail, CBI has
said that he is capable of "influencing/terrorising witnesses" and fair trial would not be possible in the case pending against him, if he is granted bail.
PTI

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Friday
declined to entertain a petition by a woman alleging gangrape by four persons in 2008, including
Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema Khandu,
questioning the delay in filing the complaint.
However, a bench comprising Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi and justices Deepak Gupta and
Sanjiv Khanna granted liberty to the woman to
approach the high court concerned for redressal
of her grievances.
The apex court also granted her liberty to
approach appropriate authority for police protection. During the brief hearing in which senior
advocates Kapil Sibal and Krishnan Venugopal
appeared for the woman, the bench noted that
though the alleged incident happened in 2008,
there was no complaint filed till 2015.
The woman submitted that she was approaching the apex court as the police and the trial court
declined to entertain pleas to register a criminal
complaint against the alleged perpetrators. PTI

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court agreed on Friday to
hear RJD chief Lalu Prasad's
bail plea in three cases related to the multi-crore-rupee
fodder scam, in which he has
been convicted.
Prasad told the top court
that he had been in jail for 22
months following his conviction in the three cases.
A bench of Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi and justices
Deepak Gupta and Sanjiv
Khanna issued notice to the
Central
Bureau
of
Investigation (CBI) and
sought its response within
two weeks.
PTI
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,QGLDPXVWHQVXUHWKDW3DNLVWDQGRHVQ¶WXVHWKHFRUULGRUWR
UHYLYHSUR.KDOLVWDQVHQWLPHQWLQWKHQDPHRIIDLWK

7

KHIUHHGRPWRSUDFWLVHRQH·VIDLWKDQG
VHHNVXFFRXUDWVKULQHVGHGLFDWHGWRLW
KDVEHHQDFKDOOHQJHIRUQDWLRQVWDWHVWKDW
DUHLQFRQIOLFWZLWKHDFKRWKHUEXWVKDUHDUHOL
JLRXVDQGFXOWXUDOKHULWDJHEH\RQGERUGHUV
+RZHYHUDVWKLVLVD81PDQGDWHGKXPDQ
ULJKWVLVVXHHYHU\QDWLRQKDVWULHGWRZRUNRXW
DSURWRFRO,VUDHODQG3DOHVWLQHEHLQJSULPH
H[DPSOHVRIHQVXULQJFURVVIORZRISLOJULPV
WRVKULQHVRQHDFKVLGHGHVSLWHWKHDWWHQGDQW
VHFXULW\LPSHUDWLYHVRSSUHVVLYHKHUGLQJGULOOV
DQGWKHRYHUDUFKLQJVKURXGRISROLWLFV6RLW
KDVWDNHQUHDOO\ORQJIRUERWK,QGLDDQG3DNLVWDQWRDJUHHWRRSHQDVSHFLDOERU
GHUFURVVLQJOLQNLQJ*XUGZDUD'DUEDU6DKLELQ3DNLVWDQ·V.DUWDUSXU²WKHILQDO
UHVWLQJSODFHRI*XUX1DQDN'HY²WR'HUD%DED1DQDNVKULQHLQ,QGLD·V*XUGDVSXU
GLVWULFW+RZHYHUJLYHQWKHKHLJKWHQHGWHQVLRQEHWZHHQERWKQHLJKERXUVRYHU
WKH3XOZDPDWHUURUDWWDFNVDQGWKH%DODNRWDLUVWULNHVDQGQRZ-DLVKH0RKDPPDG
FKLHI0DVRRG$]KDUSURWHFWHGE\D&KLQHVHKROGDWWKH81WKHWDONVWRZRUN
RXWWKHPRGDOLWLHVZHUHXQGRXEWHGO\XQGHUDFORXG%XWDVWKHJRYHUQPHQWKDV
VHWDQHZSDUDGLJPLQFRXQWHUWHUURULVPVWUDWHJLHVZLWKSUHHPSWLYHVWULNHVRQ
WHUURUFDPSVLWKDVDOVRODLGDQHZWHPSODWHIRUVKDUHGVKULQHVE\GHOLQNLQJLW
FRPSOHWHO\IURPGLSORPDF\FDWHJRULFDOO\VD\LQJWKDWWKLVFRPPRQLQWHUHVWZKLOH
DOORZLQJSHRSOHWRSHRSOHFRQWDFWFRXOGLQQRZD\EHLQWHUSUHWHGDVDWKDZLQ
UHODWLRQVRUDUHVXPSWLRQRIELODWHUDOGLDORJXH,QWKDWVHQVHLWZRXOGEHMXVWEXVL
QHVVDVXVXDOLQKHOSLQJFURVVERUGHUIDPLOLHVJHWRQZLWKWKHLUGDLO\OLYHVOLNH
WKH6DPMKDXWD([SUHVV+RZHYHUIRUDOOWKHVKRZRIERQKRPLHWKHUHZHUHVRPH
JOLWFKHVWRR³,QGLDZDQWVYLVDIUHHDFFHVVWRDWOHDVWSLOJULPVSHUGD\
EXW3DNLVWDQZDQWVDSHUPLWLVVXHGDQGDOLPLWRQQXPEHUV,QGLDDOVRUHPLQG
HGWKDWWKHVSLULWRIWKHSLOJULPDJHVKRXOGEHKRQRXUHGPDNLQJ3DNLVWDQUHVSRQ
VLEOHIRUDQ\GLVUXSWLYHRUPLOLWDQWDFWLYLW\%XWRYHUDOOWKHPHHWLQJUHPDLQHGFRU
GLDOZLWKERWKVLGHVGHWHUPLQHGWRDGGUHVVWKHLUGRPHVWLFFRQVWLWXHQF\DQGFODLP
WKHPRUDOKLJKJURXQG
1RPDWWHUKRZKDUG,QGLDPD\WU\WKHIDFWLVWKDW3DNLVWDQ·VHQFRXUDJLQJ
PRYHVRQWKH.DUWDUSXUFRUULGRUDUHQRWHQWLUHO\IUHHRISROLWLFV3DNLVWDQVHL]HG
WKHILUVWPRYHU·VDGYDQWDJHLQSURSDJDQGDE\GHFODULQJLWVLQWHQWLRQWRRSHUD
WLRQDOLVHLWVRRQDIWHU3XQMDE&KLHI0LQLVWHU$PDULQGHU6LQJKEODPHGLWDQGWKH
,6,IRUWKHJUHQDGHDWWDFNRQD1LUDQNDULJDWKHULQJQHDU$PULWVDU,QGLDKDGQR
FKRLFHEXWWRJHWLQWRWKHDFWLPPHGLDWHO\EHIRUHLWFRXOGDVVHVVLILWZDVDQRWK
HUDWWHPSWE\3DNLVWDQWRZRRWKH6LNKFRPPXQLW\UHYLYHWKHKDUGOLQH.KDOLVWDQ
VHQWLPHQWDQGHYHQWXDOO\FUHDWHXQUHVWLQ3XQMDE3LOJULPDJHVEHWZHHQ,QGLDDQG
3DNLVWDQDUHJRYHUQHGE\WKH3URWRFRORQ9LVLWVWR5HOLJLRXV6KULQHVEXW
.DUWDUSXUEHLQJQRWRQWKDWOLVWQHHGVDVHSDUDWHFRGHRIHQJDJHPHQWRQHZKHUH
ERWKVLGHVZLOOMRVWOHIRUDVD\%HVLGHV,QGLDKDVWREHDOHUWWKDWWKHEDVHFDPS
RQWKH3DNLVWDQVLGHGRHVQ·WEHFRPHDKRWEHGIRU.KDOLVWDQLSURSDJDQGDDQG
PHHWLQJVLQWKHQDPHRIDOORZLQJIDLWKFRQJUHJDWLRQV3DNLVWDQ·VKDVWHLQSXVK
LQJWKHFRUULGRUQRZDIWHU\HDUVRIGLOO\GDOO\LQJGRHVUDLVHTXHVWLRQVDERXWLWV
LQWHQWLRQV7KHILUVWGHPDQGIRUDYLVDIUHHDFFHVVZDVPDGHLQE\WKH
WKHQ3ULPH0LQLVWHU$WDO%LKDUL9DMSD\HH,Q'U0DQPRKDQ6LQJKVXJJHVW
HGDFRUULGRUDV3ULPH0LQLVWHU2QERWKRFFDVLRQVWKHUHZDVQRSRVLWLYHUHVSRQVH
IURP3DNLVWDQ+RZHYHUWKHYHU\GD\,PUDQ.KDQWRRNRDWKDV3ULPH0LQLVWHU
WKHPHVVDJHIRURSHQLQJWKHFRUULGRUZDVFRQYH\HGE\3DNLVWDQ$UP\&KLHI4DPDU
-DYHG%DMZDWR3XQMDE0LQLVWHUDQG&RQJUHVVOHDGHU1DYMRW6LQJK6LGKXNQRZ
LQJIXOOZHOOWKHODWWHU·VIODPER\DQFHDQGDELOLW\WRVKRRWRIIKLVPRXWKZKLFK
KHGLGFDWFKLQJ,QGLDFRPSOHWHO\RIIJXDUG7KH´GHHSVWDWHµKDGVXFFHHGHGLQ
FKDPSLRQLQJDGHOLFDWHFDXVHIRUWKH6LNKV$QG\HWDJDLQDV*HQHUDO%DMZD
VWRRGLQ.DUWDUSXUVKDNLQJKDQGVZLWKDNQRZQ.KDOLVWDQLIDFH*RSDO6LQJK
&KDZODWKHYLVXDODGGHGWRRXUZRUULHV3DNLVWDQFRXOGVWLOOXVHWKLVSHRSOHWR
SHRSOHFRQWDFWWRSUHVVXUH,QGLDLQWRUHVXPLQJFRPSUHKHQVLYHGLDORJXHDQGDSSHDU
DOWUXLVWLFDQGELJKHDUWHGLQWKHSURFHVV%XW,QGLDFDQQRWDIIRUGWROHWGRZQJXDUG
RQLVRODWLQJ3DNLVWDQGLSORPDWLFDOO\RYHULWVVSRQVRUVKLSRIWHUURUIDFWRULHVWKDW
LPSDFWXV.DUWDUSXUVKRXOGUHPDLQDPDWWHURIIDLWKDQGQRWDSROLWLFDOWRRO

EVcc`cYRd_`cV]ZXZ`_

7KHUH¶VQRH[FXVHIRUWKHEUXWDOPDVVNLOOLQJRI
LQQRFHQWZRUVKLSSHUVE\DELJRWLQ1HZ=HDODQG

$

QRWKHUGD\DQRWKHUPDVVVKRRWLQJZLWK
WHQV RI LQQRFHQWV PXUGHUHG E\ D
GHUDQJHGNLOOHU7KLVWLPHWKHQDWLRQLQ
TXHVWLRQ LV QRW WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV EXW 1HZ
=HDODQG<HV1HZ=HDODQGWKDWSHDFHIXOQDWLRQ
RQ WKH HGJH RI WKH PDS ZKHUH RQH RI WKH
ZDUPHVWFRPPXQLWLHVRQWKHSODQHWVWD\V7KH
VKRFNEHLQJSURIHVVHGE\PDQ\LVQRWMXVWDW
WKHVKRRWLQJEXWWKHIDFWWKDWLWFRXOGHYHQRFFXU
LQWKDWFRXQWU\$QGWKLVZDVQRWFRPPLWWHG
E\DQ\RUGLQDU\SV\FKRWLFJXQPDQWKLVZDV
FRPPLWWHGE\DFUD]HGUHOLJLRXV&KULVWLDQELJRW
ZKRZDQWHGWRH[WHUPLQDWH0XVOLPVIURPKLVFRXQWU\7KHLPSOLFLW:KLWHQDWLRQ
DOLVPWKDWWKLVVKRRWHUEHOLHYHGLQLVDVLPLODULGHRORJ\DGYRFDWHGE\UDFLVWVDFURVV
WKH:HVWHUQZRUOG7KLVPDQZDVQRWDORQHJXQPDQKHZDVDWHUURULVWOLNH
$QGUHV%UHYLNRXWVLGH2VORRU$MPDO.DVDELQ0XPEDL
7HUURUKDVQRUHOLJLRQDQGDQ\RQHZKRZDQWVWRNLOOLQQRFHQWVRQWKHVWUHHWV
LQVFKRROVDQGLQUHOLJLRXVSODFHVKDVWREHODEHOOHGDWHUURULVWQRPDWWHUZKDW
KLVPRWLYDWLRQ,QQRFHQWVDUHWKRVHSHRSOHJRLQJDERXWWKHLUGD\WRGD\OLYHV
QRWH[SHFWLQJDQ\WKLQJRXWRIWKHRUGLQDU\7KHUHZLOOEHDQDWWHPSWE\VRPH
SDUWLFXODUO\LQWKH:HVWHUQZRUOGWRZKLWHZDVKWKHVHFULPHVEHFDXVHPDQ\RI
WKRVHZKRGLHGZHUHILUVWJHQHUDWLRQLPPLJUDQWV%XWWKHFRQFHSWRIDFWLQJRQ
EHKDOIRI´P\SHRSOHµDVWKHJXQPDQVDLGKHZDVGRLQJPXVWDOVREHFRQ
GHPQHG$V,QGLDNQRZVWRRZHOOWHUURULVPH[LVWVEHFDXVHRIWKHDSRORJLDRI
SROLWLFDOOHDGHUVDQGWKHODZWXUQLQJDEOLQGH\H0RVWWHUURULVWVDUHQRWPHP
EHUVRIVRPHXQGHUFODVVEXWOLYHDQGZRUNIUHHO\
7KDQNIXOO\LQ,QGLDXQOLNH1HZ=HDODQGWKH8QLWHG6WDWHVDQG1RUZD\LWLV
QRWHDV\IRUPHPEHUVRIWKHJHQHUDOSXEOLFWRDFTXLUHKLJKSRZHUHGZHDSRQV
OLNHWKHRQHVWKHWHUURULVWVKDYHXVHG$QGWKLVDJDLQKLJKOLJKWVWKHQHHGIRUDXWKRU
LWLHVDFURVVWKHZRUOGWRFODPSGRZQRQWKHDYDLODELOLW\RIKLJKSRZHUHGZHDSRQ
U\WRFLWL]HQV(YHQLIWKHULJKWRIFLWL]HQVH[LVWVWREHDUILUHDUPVLWLVULGLFXORXV
IRUPLOLWDU\JUDGHDXWRPDWLFYHUVLRQVWREHDYDLODEOHWRWKHJHQHUDOSXEOLF,QWKDW
UHVSHFW,QGLD·VRYHUDOOJXQOLFHQVLQJODZVZKLOHDUFKDLFKDYHNHSWZHDSRQV
DYDLODELOLW\WKDQNIXOO\OLPLWHGDOWKRXJKWKHUHLVVWLOOUDPSDQWJXQUXQQLQJDQGVPXJ
JOLQJSDUWLFXODUO\RIWKHLOOHJDOYDULHW\LQSDUWVRIQRUWKHUQ,QGLD2XUDXWKRULWLHV
ZRXOGGRZHOOWRFODPSGRZQRQWKRVHWRSUHYHQWDQ\FKDQFHRIDFUD]HGPDQ
DQGLWDOPRVWDOZD\VLVDPDQFRPPLWWLQJVXFKDFULPHKHUH,WWDNHVDVSH
FLDOW\SHRIDGLVWXUEHGLQGLYLGXDOWRNLOOFKLOGUHQLQDVFKRRORUSHRSOHZKLOHWKH\
DUHSUD\LQJDQGZHUHSHDWVXFKSHRSOHDUHWHUURULVWV
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he introduction of prohibition by
the Nitish Kumar government in
Bihar has caused tension from the
beginning. It is not surprising
since the experiment has been initiated in a state that incidentally borders
Nepal, which is an independent country.
From the viewpoint of law and order, prohibition is a difficult measure to enforce as
the Bihar-Nepal border is porous.
Nevertheless, for womenfolk in rural India,
a teetotaller husband is a most welcome
introduction as it enables family life to be
more peaceful as well as comparatively prosperous. For the middle and poorer classes,
money spent by the husband on liquor burns
a big hole in the family budget. So the Nitish
Kumar government, in its bid at social reformation, has gone to the absolute limit of
denial by not even allowing liquor permits
for the old and the medically weak. This is
unlike prohibition in other states, which
allow a monthly quota for spirits certified by
a government doctor. This means that
those people who cannot survive without
some alcohol must quit Bihar. What effect
such a strict prohibition would have is yet
to be seen.
It is noteworthy that prohibition has
failed to endure in India, be it in Tamil Nadu
or Maharashtra, except parts of Gujarat.
There are reports no doubt that illegal drinking does take place. So the state exchequer
misses out on the revenue except on what
is sold on the permits. On the extra-legal
quantities, there are reports of backdoor
incomes being earned by those in charge of
implementation of the measure. In Gujarat,
apart from the permit holders, the consumers have two other points of relief. The
Union Territories of Diu and Daman are free
from prohibition. These two towns, until
1961, were under Portuguese rule and were
accustomed to entertaining customers for a
merry evening life. Diu is situated on the
southern coast of the Saurashtra peninsula
while Daman is located in south Gujarat.
Besides, it is easier for Gujaratis to accept a
denial of drinks than Biharis. Since Gandhiji
originated from Gujarat, it became embarrassing for Gujaratis to insist on alcohol and
Bapuji’s thoughts shaped their social behaviour patterns. Bihar has a lesser reason to feel
awkward in resisting prohibition.
There is a silent irony of prohibition in
Gujarat, which has been overlooked by its
own people as well as its observers from outside. The business of Mumbai was developed
largely by Gujaratis, the trading by the
Hindus, Khojas and Bohras, while industry
and big finance were cultivated by the Parsis.
Why is it that the same Gujarati-speaking
people have not been able to take either
Ahmedabad or Surat to comparable business benchmarks in Mumbai? Why didn’t
Gujarati genius flourish in its home state?
The clue to the answer lies in a casual remark
of the writer’s co-train passenger many years
ago. In the course of the ongoing conversa-
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tion, he happened to say that
while he liked to live in Mumbai,
he was comfortable running
his spinning mill in Gujarat.
That way he could get dual benefits — the industrial peace of
Gujarat and all the creature
comforts of Mumbai. The
metropolis has high society,
club life, five-star hotels, schools
and colleges for his children and
the wondrous seaside in Juhu,
Versova, Chowpatty or Marine
Drive. Many bank headquarters
and financial institutions are
headquartered in Mumbai. Most
international flights touch the
city. Where in Gujarat could he
find all these facilities?
Does the key then lie in prohibition? Let us see. For a flourishing club life, as well as for luxurious hotels to be sustained, an
easy availability of drinks is a
necessary ingredient. A club
life comparable to Mumbai’s is
nowhere to be found across
Gujarat. To drink by oneself,
perhaps with a friend or two, is
not the same, or even comparable. If the owners of industry and
the movers of commerce do not
reside in the state, it cannot grow
or develop in the way they do,
say in Mumbai. In the bargain,
nor do schools and colleges get
established on the same scale.
All in all, therefore, the state cannot be a destination for the aspirant.
The US has a fairly comprehensive experience of prohibition across the country for 13
years, between 1920 and 1933.
Fortunately, a good deal was
reported and written on the
experience while it was under
way. Moreover, detailed analy-
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ses of the experience were made
by social scientists after it was
over. Underneath is quoted a
summary of what Prof Mark
Thornton of Auburn University
published.
National prohibition of
alcohol — a seemingly noble
experiment — was undertaken
to reduce crime and corruption,
solve social problems, reduce the
tax burden created by prisons
and poor houses and improve
health and hygiene in America.
The results of that experiment
clearly indicate that it was a miserable failure on all counts. The
evidence affirms sound economic theory, which predicts
that prohibition of mutually
beneficial exchanges is doomed
to failure. The lessons of the
Prohibition era remain important today. They apply not only
to the debate over the war on
drugs but also to the mounting
efforts to drastically reduce
access to alcohol and tobacco
and to such issues as censorship
and bans on insider trading,
abortion and gambling.
Although consumption of
alcohol fell at the beginning, it
subsequently increased. Alcohol
became more dangerous to consume; crime increased and
became organised; the court
and prison systems were
stretched to the breaking point;
and corruption of public officials
was rampant. No measurable
gains were made in productivity or reduced absenteeism.
Prohibition removed a significant source of tax revenue and
greatly increased government
spending. It led many drinkers
to switch to opium, marijuana,

B>D=318C4

patent medicines, cocaine and
other dangerous substances that
they would have been unlikely
to encounter in the absence of
prohibition. Those results are
documented from a variety of
sources, most of which, ironically, are the work of supporters of
the Prohibition era. These findings make the case against our
prohibition that much stronger.
Where then lies the solution
or the synthesis to minimise the
consumption of liquor?
Prohibition, in a blanket form,
may be difficult and expensive
to enforce. On the other hand,
the social, family as well as
health considerations are important. One suggestion is that
every adult above 25 years be
allowed to acquire an annual
permission to drink, whether
foreign or Indian. The fee could
be say C50,000 per permission.
For someone who cannot afford
so much money, he/she should
be able to acquire a permission
for say C10,000 but allowed to
buy and drink only the desi variety. Enforcement should be
comparatively less difficult
because every policeman would
have his eye on anyone drinking and have the authority to
check the permit. If such checkers prove greedy, they would in
turn induce the drinker to get
himself permission on payment
of a fee. These fees should be a
source of revenue and with the
income, the taxes on liquor
could be reduced. This in turn
would make the sale of spurious
and harmful liquor less tempting.
(The writer is a well-known
columnist and an author)
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Sir —In a move that is dismissive
of India’s sensitivity and supportive of Pakistan’s encouragement
of terror against us, China has, for
the fourth time, extended its
“technical hold” on our move to
get Pakistan-based Jaish-eMohammed chief Masood Azhar
listed as a terrorist by the United
Nations. There is no doubt that
nearly all of the world, barring
China and, of course, Pakistan, is
united in terming Azhar a global terrorist. Ironically, while his
organisation stands named and
shamed, he remains off the
hook.The more blatantly Beijing
bends over backwards on behalf
of Islamabad, the worse that
country’s behaviour will become
in the long-term. And, in the
short-term, whatever little
progress is possible on the IndiaChina front is being sacrificed.
“Higher than the mountains,
deeper than the oceans, stronger
than steel, dearer than eyesight
and sweeter than honey....” These
are the words that have been spoken time and again, commemorating the prestigious alliance
between the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan and the Peoples Republic
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DY]UV_bbUV_b]cY^dXUE>
XacWXbaTUTabc^cWTaT_^ac°2WX]PPVPX]Q[^RZbD=B2³b
cTaa^acPV^]9T<RWXTU0iWPa±<PaRW #CWXbXbcWT
U^dacWcX\TX]cT]hTPabcWPc2WX]PWPb^]RTPVPX]_dc
°^]W^[S±cWT_a^_^bP[PccWTD=BTRdaXch2^d]RX[\^eTS
Qh5aP]RTcWTD:P]ScWTDBc^[XbccWT9PXbWT<^WP\\PS
RWXTU<Pb^^S0iWPaPbPV[^QP[cTaa^aXbc
CWXbR^\TbSTb_XcTcWT?PZXbcP]QPbTS9T<cPZX]V
aTb_^]bXQX[Xch U^a cWT PccPRZ ^] P 2A?5 R^]e^h Pc
?d[fP\PX]8]SXPfWTaT##b^[SXTabfTaTZX[[TSCWXbcTa
a^a ^dcUXc WPb P[b^ QTT] QTWX]S PccPRZb ^] cWT 8]SXP]
?Pa[XP\T]c?PcWP]Z^c0XaQPbTP]S^cWTabCWXbXbW^f
eTc^_^fTaXbQTX]VPQdbTSQh^]T^UcWTUXeT_Ta\P]T]c
\T\QTab^UcWTD=BTRdaXch2^d]RX[ 2WX]PXbcPZX]VcWT
f^a[SU^aPaXSTfWT]cTaa^aXb\WPbQTR^\TPd]XeTabP[
cWaTPcP]SP[[]PcX^]bbcP]Sd]XcTS^]Xc8cWPbdbTSXcb
aXVWcbc^bTaeTXcbT[UB^cX\TWPbX]STTSR^\TU^aTUUTRc
X]VaTU^a\bX]cWTD=CWTf^a[SWPbd]STaV^]TPbTP
RWP]VTbX]RTcWTX]RT_cX^]^UcWTD=<^aT]PcX^]b]TTS
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of China. No wonder !
J S Acharya
Hyderabad

2eS[e`dUQ]
Sir — The Australian cricket
team must be commended for a
magnificent victory in the fifth
One Day International (ODI)
match played at the Feroz Shah
Kotla Stadium, Delhi. It is after
a decade that the Aussies have

There is an immediate need
to stop the experimentation in
the selection of the national
squad. The World Cup is just
around the corner. It’s time we
pulled up our socks and showcased our best.
Tushar Anand
Patna
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won a bilateral ODI series on
Indian soil.
The defeat of Team India in
the series has provoked several
questions on the selection committee and the Indian Captain.
Why was wicketkeeper-batsman
MS Dhoni dropped for the last
two ODI matches despite performing consistently well this
year against the Aussies? Why
was KL Rahul given a chance to
play only for a single match (in

the fourth ODI) and why was
leg spinner Yuzvendra Chahal
made to bowl only in the fourth
ODI despite having an impressive record in taking wickets,
especially against the Aussies
(He took six wickets at
Melbourne Cricket Ground in
January? One wonders why
there is so much fluctuation in
the precise selection of the players when the ICC Cricket World
Cup is just a few months away.

Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Women set agenda”, (March 14).
The political debut of Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra has strengthened the
role of women in the current political scenario of the country. This
time women leaders like Mamata
Banerjee and Mayawati stole the
limelight, the former as an architect of the mahagathbandhan and
the latter by mounting a solid challenge in Uttar Pradesh. Each
woman leader has addressed the
audience with wit and wisdom.
They say women can change the
destiny of a nation with their passion, compassion and determination. Hope all three can change the
poll narrative.
Dimple
Kanpur
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
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KHRWKHU(XURSHDQVDUHQRWODXJKLQJDWWKH(QJOLVKIRUWKHPRVW
SDUW7KH\DUHORRNLQJDWWKHPZLWKSLW\DQGVFRUQ%XWDOVR
ZLWKDJUHDWGHDORILPSDWLHQFH2Q7XHVGD\WKH%ULWLVKSDUOLDPHQW
UHMHFWHG3ULPH0LQLVWHU7KHUHVD0D\·V´GHDOµIRU%ULWDLQ·VH[LW %UH[LW
IURPWKH(XURSHDQ8QLRQSDLQIXOO\QHJRWLDWHGRYHUPRUHWKDQWZR
DQGDKDOI\HDUVE\DQRYHUZKHOPLQJYRWHPDMRULW\
,WZDVWKHVHFRQGWLPHWKH3DUOLDPHQWLQFOXGLQJDODUJHFKXQN
RIKHURZQ&RQVHUYDWLYH3DUW\UHMHFWHGWKHGHDOVKHPDGHZLWK
WKH(8ODVW1RYHPEHU7KHPDLQUHDVRQERWKWLPHVZDVWKHVR
FDOOHG´EDFNVWRSµDFRPPLWPHQWE\0D\·VJRYHUQPHQWWRDYRLG
DKDUGERUGHULQ,UHODQGDWDOOFRVWV2Q:HGQHVGD\WKH%ULWLVK
3DUOLDPHQWDOVRUHMHFWHGDSURSRVDOWKDW%ULWDLQMXVWOHDYHWKH(8
ZLWKRXWDGHDO´&UDVKLQJRXWµZRXOGPHDQLQVWDQWFXVWRPVEDU
ULHUVDWWKH8QLWHG.LQJGRP·VSRUWDLUSRUWVDQGODQGERUGHUVZLWK
LPPHQVHGLVUXSWLRQRIWUDGHLQFOXGLQJIRRGLPSRUWVDQGLQGXVWUL
DOVXSSO\FKDLQV,WZRXOGEHDQHFRQRPLFGLVDVWHU
6RRQ7KXUVGD\WKH%ULWLVK3DUOLDPHQWYRWHG\HVWRDVNLQJWKH
(8IRUDSRVWSRQHPHQWRIWKHGHSDUWXUHGDWHFXUUHQWO\VFKHGXOHG
IRUWKHWKRIWKLVPRQWK7KDWYRWHKRZHYHUGRHVQ·WHYHQFRQ
WUROKRZORQJWKHSRVWSRQHPHQWVKRXOGEH7KH(8GHFLGHVWKDW
,I\RXUORFDOGD\FDUHZDVWKLVIHFNOHVV\RX·GPRYH\RXUFKLOGUHQ
DWRQFH
7KH(8ZLOOSUREDEO\JUDQWWKH8.DGHOD\WRDYRLGD´QRGHDO
%UH[LWµEXWWKHUHZLOOEHQRPRUHQHJRWLDWLRQVWKHGHOD\ZRXOGRQO\
EHWRJLYH0D\WLPHWRVRUWRXWWKHSROLWLFVRIJHWWLQJKHUGHDOWKURXJK
,WZLOOSUREDEO\EHDORQJGHOD\QRWMXVWDIHZZHHNVEHFDXVH
QRERG\EHOLHYHVVKHFDQGRWKDWTXLFNO\ LIDWDOO $QGLWZLOOUHTXLUH
WKHFRQVHQWRIDOOWKH(8·VRWKHUQDWLRQDOOHDGHUV
,W·VDOODERXWWKH´EDFNVWRSµ7KDW·VZK\WKH3DUOLDPHQWZRXOG
Q·WSDVV0D\·VGHDODQGLW·VZK\WKH(8UHIXVHVWRUHQHJRWLDWHLW
0D\·V1RYHPEHUGHDOZLWKWKH(8SURPLVHGWKDWWKH8.ZRXOGVWD\
LQWKHH[LVWLQJFXVWRPVXQLRQZLWKWKH(8DQGDOVRUHPDLQFORVH
O\DOLJQHGZLWKWKH´VLQJOHPDUNHWµWKDWJXDUDQWHHVWKHIUHHPRYH
PHQWRIJRRGVFDSLWDOVHUYLFHVDQGODERXUDFURVVWKHZKROH(8
³XQWLODQGXQOHVVWKHWZRSDUWLHVQHJRWLDWHDQDOWHUQDWLYHDUUDQJH
PHQW WKDW NHHSV WKH LQWHU,ULVK ERUGHU XQSROLFHG DQG DOPRVW
XQPDUNHG
,I\RXGULYHWKHNPERUGHUEHWZHHQWKH5HSXEOLFRI,UHODQG
DQG1RUWKHUQ,UHODQGZKLFKLVDSDUWRIWKH8.WKHURDGFURVVHV
LWGR]HQVRIWLPHV WKHUHDUHYHKLFOHFURVVLQJV 7KHRQO\ZD\
\RXNQRZ\RXKDYHFURVVHGWKHERUGHUDJDLQLVWKDWVSHHGOLPLWV
DUHSRVWHGLQNLORPHWUHVLQWKH5HSXEOLFEXWLQPLOHVLQWKH1RUWK
%XWIRU\HDUVGXULQJWKH´7URXEOHVµ  ZKLFK
VDZSHRSOHNLOOHGLQDSURYLQFHRIOHVVWKDQWZRPLOOLRQSHR
SOHWKHERUGHUZDVDZDU]RQH%ULWLVKVROGLHUVRIZKRPKXQGUHGV
GLHGWKHUHFDOOHGLW´EDQGLWFRXQWU\µ7KHNLOOLQJHQGHGZLWKWKH´*RRG
)ULGD\$JUHHPHQWµRIZKLFKPDQDJHGWRDFKLHYHDFRP
SURPLVHEHWZHHQWKH3URWHVWDQWVRI1RUWKHUQ,UHODQG ZKRIHHO%ULWLVK
DQGWKH&DWKROLFV ZKRPRVWO\LGHQWLI\DV,ULVK 7KHUHZRXOGEH
SRZHUVKDULQJDWWKHJRYHUQPHQWOHYHODQGWKHERUGHUZLWKWKH
5HSXEOLFZRXOGEHFRPHLQYLVLEOH7KH,ULVKQDWLRQDOLVWVLQWKH1RUWK
FRXOGHYHQKDYH,ULVKSDVVSRUWVLQVWHDGRI%ULWLVKRQHV
%UH[LW LV DOPRVW HQWLUHO\ DQ (QJOLVK QDWLRQDOLVW SURMHFW ³
6FRWODQGDQG1RUWKHUQ,UHODQGERWKYRWHGWRUHPDLQLQWKH(8³
DQGWKH%UH[LWHHUVMXVWLJQRUHGWKHIDFWWKDWOHDYLQJWKH(8ZRXOG
VDERWDJHWKH*RRG)ULGD\GHDOE\FUHDWLQJDKDUGERUGHULQ,UHODQG
7KHUHZRXOGKDYHWREHFXVWRPVRIILFHUVDQGSDVVSRUWFKHFNV
RUHOVHWKHUHZRXOGEHKXJHDPRXQWVRIVPXJJOLQJDQGDQXQFRQ
WUROOHGIORZRILOOHJDOPLJUDQWV%XWDKDUGERUGHUZRXOGEULQJWKH
ZDUEDFNHYHQWKRXJKPRVWSHRSOHGRQ·WZDQWLW7KHSRSXODWLRQ
RQWKH8.VLGHRIWKHERUGHULVRYHUZKHOPLQJO\&DWKROLFDQGDQ\
DWWHPSWWRFRQWUROWKHERUGHUZLWKRXWSXWWLQJRIILFLDOVRQLWZLOOIDLO
7KHORFDOSHRSOHZLOOMXVWGHVWUR\WKHFDPHUDVDQGRWKHUVHQVRUV
%XWSXWLQFXVWRPVRIILFLDOVDQG\RXZLOOQHHGSROLFHWRSUR
WHFWWKHPDQGVRRQHQRXJK\RXZLOOQHHGVROGLHUVWRSURWHFWWKH
SROLFH:HOFRPHWRWKH7URXEOHVYROXPHWZR
6RWKH,ULVKJRYHUQPHQWGHPDQGHGWKDWWKHERUGHUVWD\RSHQ
DQGLQYLVLEOH,WLVDQGZLOOUHPDLQDPHPEHURIWKH(8VRWKDWEHFDPH
(8SROLF\:KLFKPHDQV1RUWKHUQ,UHODQG DQGWKHUHIRUHDOOWKH
UHVWRIWKH8. PXVWVWD\LQWKHFXVWRPVXQLRQXQWLOVRPHRQHFRPHV
XSZLWKDPDJLFDOPHWKRGIRUFRQWUROOLQJWKHERUGHULQYLVLEO\
7KDW·VZK\WKH´EDFNVWRSµZDVQHFHVVDU\DQG7KHUHVD0D\
DFFHSWHGWKDWZKHQVKHVLJQHGWKHGHDOODVW1RYHPEHU+RZHYHU
VKHFDQQRWVHOOLWWRKHURZQSDUW\·VKDUGOLQH%UH[LWHHUVOHWDORQH
WRWKHRWKHUSDUWLHVLQWKH3DUOLDPHQW0DJLFDOWKLQNLQJVWLOOUXOHV
DQGWKHDUURJDQFHLVDVEUHDWKWDNLQJDVWKHLJQRUDQFH
:KDWKDSSHQVQH[W"1RERG\KDVDQ\LGHD
7KHZULWHU·VQHZERRNLV*URZLQJ3DLQV7KH)XWXUHRI
'HPRFUDF\DQG:RUN
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,QGLDLVSHJJHGWREHFRPHWKHZRUOG¶VODUJHVWZRUNIRUFHE\EXWIRUWKLVLWKDVWR
VKLIWIRFXVIURPPHUHVNLOOLQJRI\RXWK7KHQDWXUHRIVNLOOVKDVWREHUHFRQVLGHUHG
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hile on a field trip to Mumbai in
Maniben MP Shah College of
Shreemati Nathibai Damodar
Thackersay (SNDT) University in Matunga, I met
Nithya, a 19-year-old girl, for whom the very idea
of being employed was, until a few months ago,
a distant dream. Today, Nithya is on the brink
of a new life, equipped with a letter of intent from
Andromeda Loans that guarantees her a job. I
also learnt that she will be the first woman in her
family to venture out for work. What Nithya
needed most was guidance on how to find the
right career opportunities that can help her secure
her family’s future.
She received this along with 200 other students who attended the career guidance counselling and employability session facilitated by
the Disha Programme—a partnership of the
United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) India and India Development
Foundation and supported by the IKEA
Foundation. Under this programme, young
girls like Nithya are guided on discovering their
interests, trained on how to improve their
employability skills and are connected with the
companies and local businesses as potential
employees.
The Indian workforce today needs a formula to find the right person with the right skills
for the right job. It is essential to examine each
component of this requirement, to understand
how to develop a model which will ensure that
job seekers are connected with the right employers. It has long been believed that the Indian
employment market is supply-driven, without
considering the different aspects of the demand.
Aside from the demands of the employer or the
private sector, not enough focus is being given
to the needs and aspirations of the young jobseekers. Today, India is sitting on a goldmine of
raw talent, waiting to be nurtured, developed and
added to the growing human resource pool. India
has more than 50 per cent of its population below
the age of 25, a number that will look for jobs
for the next one decade. As per the Census 2011
and the National Sample Survey Office, there is
an estimate of over 105 million fresh entrants into
the workforce that would require skill training
by 2022.
While large-scale skill development programmes today focus on skilling and job placement, it also needs to explore what potential
employees want or excel at. This gap in programmes can lead to entrants resigning from
their positions within a few months. It also
becomes a problem for young women, who are
often pressured to get married in school or early
in their jobs. The aim must be to find the right
person for every job by providing counselling and
career guidance services to young men and
women, both in school and out of school, to
enable job-seekers to become aware of the range
of opportunities, discover their aptitudes and
choose a skill-set that matches their aspirations.
Second, the alignment of skills with jobs is
the most pivotal factor in determining the growth
of the Indian workforce. With the advent of technology, it is becoming clear that skills that are
taught today will become obsolete within the next
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few years. Many skills that would be
required in the future are currently
unknown and large-scale programmes
to impart technical skills to the youth
today may leave them unemployed in
a decade or so.
According to the World Economic
Forum’s The Future of Jobs Report, by
2022, no less than 54 per cent of all
employees will require significant reand up-skilling. Of these, about 35 per
cent are expected to require additional training of up to six months, nine per
cent will require re-skilling, lasting six
to 12 months, while 10 per cent will
require additional skills training of
more than a year.
In such a situation, “21st century
skills” become crucial for young people to ensure sustained employment
and the ability to make dynamic moves
within different sectors. These transferable capabilities are useful in all jobs
and include communication, digital,
cognitive (computing, critical thinking
and ability to learn) and non-cognitive
(social emotional intelligence, teamwork, creativity) skills. Such functional abilities need to be introduced into
the formal education system very early
on, and not only in the context of jobseeking. Imbibing such skills from a pri-

mary level would equip the youth
much better for the dynamic nature of
employment that the market will be
witnessing in the years ahead. For
example, even if a computer is able to
handle document and loan processing,
Nithya will still be essential for customer relations, due to the communication skills she acquired during her
training with Project Disha.
The last component is the identification of the right job. Currently, the
formal economy in India, represented
by large companies, constitutes 10-15
per cent of the workforce. The majority of employment opportunities lie
within the unorganised sector, and
unfortunately these smaller companies
currently lie completely outside the
purview of the skilling ecosystem.
While all the major government
schemes are currently geared towards
the formal economy, it is important to
understand the requirements of smaller employers within the unorganised
sector and create linkages with the
youth to tap the full potential of the
employment market. This requires
greater decentralisation to bring together local employers, skilling institutes,
and potential employees.
The UNDP is creating such collab-

orative platforms at the district level for
various stakeholders in the skilling
ecosystem, including NGOs, local
administration, schools and colleges,
vocational training providers, sectorskill councils, and local businesses. All
of them would benefit from such a platform, wherein they understand each
other’s needs much more clearly,
enabling the youth to be skilled in
those areas where employers require
workers.
Interventions like Project Disha
aim to create an ecosystem where education links directly with the needs of
the market, and such linkages are pivotal in ensuring that more young
women like Nithya can achieve their
goals. It is clear that the need for the
youth to skill themselves in alignment
with the needs of India Inc is essential
in preparing India for 2027, when it is
likely to have the world’s largest workforce. Merely skilling is not enough; the
nature of skills that are being taught, as
well as the motivation and knowledge
of the youth are both crucial factors in
ensuring the success of all large-scale
skilling programmes in India.
(The author is the chief of Skill
and Business Development at
UNDP in India)
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he nation is once again discussing
China’s decision to block efforts at
the United Nations to ban Jaish-eMuhammed (JeM) chief Masood Azhar for
the fourth consecutive time. Predictably,
China’s intransigence has led to collective
anger, talk of economic squeeze and a
political slugfest resulting in a division on
matters of national security.
In diplomatic terms, China has put the
proposal on “technical hold,” a strategy it
had adopted before. It allowed time to lapse
and finally terminated it. The hold can last
up to a maximum of nine months after
which China can again use its veto power.
There was a renewed hope that after the
BRICS 2018 declaration, and the fact that
four out of five permanent members in the
Security Council were backing the proposal, China would not put any spoke in the
wheel. JeM’s owning the responsibility for
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the very recent Pulwama terror attack,
which had drawn unilateral criticism
from the international community, including Muslim countries like Saudi Arabia and
the UAE, had also kindled hope that China
would not like to be seen holding a view
contrary to the international community
in its quest of becoming a global power. But
to humour its ally, which is key to its access
to the Gwadar port and which turns a blind
eye to its Uighur Muslims, China bolted
from taking global action. India was
eagerly awaiting the decision of the UN’s
1267 Al Qaeda Committee because a ban
under it would have led to a freeze on
Azhar’s assets and a travel and arms ban,
denting the capability of Jaish.
China’s move has set off a full-blown
political controversy, with the Opposition
labelling it as a failure of the Modi government’s foreign policy. But should we be
playing politics in matters of national security without knowing the whole truth? A
dispassionate look at the entire episode
would suggest a victory for India’s foreign
policy since for the first time, an unprecedented number of countries, including the
four permanent members of the Security
Council, were in favour of designating
Azhar a global terrorist. Fourteen of the
15 United National Security Council
members backed the proposal for Azhar’s

designation as a global terrorist. The
draft was co-sponsored by Australia,
Bangladesh, Italy, Japan — all non-members of the Security Council. India’s anger
and dismay is justified but today it has a
bigger cushion of support.
China has a very clear strategic vision
and its intent and policy have complete
convergence as far as its global interests are
concerned. It is clear that the country is
using its soft power to act against India’s
interests as Pakistan requested it to in pursuance of mutual strategic objectives.
China’s strategic interests demand an
access to the Indian Ocean and an alternative to Sea Lanes of Communications
(SLOCs), passing through the vulnerable
South China Sea. The key to both lies with
Pakistan in the form of the Gwadar Port,
which has become a necessity for China
for furthering its influence in Asia and
Africa as well. Moreover, in consonance
with Chanakya’s teaching of “enemy’s
enemy is your best friend,” Pakistan foots
the bill and provides China an ideal
“proxy” against India. This clarifies to an
extent the reason behind China’s behaviour
vis-à-vis Azhar, who is a mere pawn in a
much bigger game. China is not repeatedly bailing out the dreaded terrorist but is
coming to the rescue of its trusted ally —
Pakistan — which stares at the possibili-

ty of being designated a “terror state.”
There is no doubt that China and India
do not enjoy the best of neighbourly relations and have an unsettled border dispute,
with China already in illegal occupation
of Indian territory and staking claim for
more. Pakistan in any case is an avowed
enemy of India and considers it a quintessential threat. Humiliated by the shameful defeat suffered by its army in 1971
resulting in its bifurcation, Pakistan has
unleashed a proxy war against India with
terror as an instrument of its state policy.
It, therefore, forms an ideal partner of
China in the region. As long as animosity continues to exist between India and
China, Pakistan will remain an important
player in China’s security calculus.
Moreover, as part of China’s ambitious
Belt and Road Initiative, it has made multibillion dollar investments in Pakistan,
which India is objecting to. China has
repeatedly tried to convince India that the
China Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) is not India-centric but is a project of economic cooperation aimed at ushering prosperity, peace and stability in the
region. India opposes on the issue of “sovereignty” since it runs through the territory of PoK. China at no cost is going to
let its investment go waste and for that, it
needs to keep Pakistan in good humour.

China claims that it has no hegemonic
designs in the region. By keeping terrorists like Azhar and others under its protection, China ensures peace at its CPEC
project (a quid pro quo).
Another possible reason is that China
is worried by India’s vigorous efforts to
upgrade and build infrastructure on the
Indo-China border. Raising of the mountain strike corps is one such thorn in the
flesh. It would, therefore, like IndoPakistan relations to remain in turmoil and
hostile so that the government of India’s
renewed attention towards developing
the Indo-China border remains diverted,
as well as its adverse effect on the growing Indian economy.
Interestingly, JeM is already a banned
organisation and China should have no
objection to declaring its chief as a global terrorist. But China has always had a
dubious policy regarding terror and support to rogue nations. Its support of
North Korea and its despot ruler is a case
in point. China has tried to justify its stand
by stating that the case against Azhar lacks
unanimity. It is a vague argument to circumvent adverse international media. As
far as the BRICS declaration is concerned, China’s stand is that its move is not
in contradiction to its policy in the context of the BRICS declaration as the

member states have not entered into any
such agreement. Only banned organisations were discussed during the summit
and not individuals as per the Chinese
assertion. China considers it is fully justified in putting the proposal on “technical hold” on the plea that it would allow
more time to the Committee and its members to examine the entire issue and
evolve a consensus.
It is in the interest of global peace that
India and China must narrow their differences and cooperate with each other
rather than compete to justify 21st century as the century led by Asia. China also
knows that as years pass by, it would be difficult to beat back India with its military
power and, therefore, would resort to soft
power. China has a huge trade surplus of
$52 billion (2017-18) with India. Whether
we can afford a trade war with China is an
issue which must be deliberated and
analysed in detail before rushing into any
emotion-based decision. This is where the
skills of Indian diplomacy would be put to
a severe test. Once, the strategic interests
of India and China converge, Pakistan will
diminish from the latter’s security calculus.
(The author is a Jammu based
political commentator, columnist,
security and strategic analyst)
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ne of the key prongs for the
welfare of ex-servicemen
— the Army Group Insurance
Fund (AGIF) — has exposure to
toxic IL&FS bonds amounting
close to C210 crore. This means
that crores worth of insurance
premiums, covering all ranks
from generals to JCOs and
jawans, are at risk of being lost.
Recently, officials of the
Indian Army met the new
board of the IL&FS seeking a
solution of this issue. There are
no direct answers on who will
pick up the liability.
IANS sent a questionnaire
to IL&FS, asking whether the
AGIF had any exposure to its
bonds and what was the quantum involved.
Chief Communications
Officer, IL&FS group, said,
“Thanks for reaching out to us.
We would like to decline comments on the same.”
Similarly, a questionnaire
was sent to the Army PRO Lt
Col Mohit Vaishnava and he was
also spoken to by IANS as well,
but he failed to respond to
both.
Here is a primer on the
AGIF, from the Army’s own literature on the subject and a
construct of how it is funded.
Under the banner of
Soldiers2ndLife, the AGIF
explainer is succinct.
Maturity Benefits:
The benefit, which is the
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accumulation of the saving
element of the amount contributed by members along
with interest and bonus, is
paid on discharge/release of a
serviceman. The maturity
amount is also paid along with
death benefits to the next of
kin in case of death of any
member. A member can withdraw 50 per cent from the
maturity benefit after 15 years
of service for the purpose of
education/marriage of wards.
In addition, a member can
withdraw up to 90 per cent of
the maturity amount for
repair/renovation of house or
for the purpose of conveyance
during the last two years of service before superannuation.
Insurance:
Insurance benefits to the
families of those Army personnel who may die while in
service is C50 lakh for officers
and C25 lakh for JCOs/OR. The
monthly subscription is C5,000
and C2,500 respectively.
Extended Insurance (EI):
The
Army
Group
Insurance Fund Extended
Insurance (EI) Scheme provides insurance cover to servicemen after leaving service.
It provides C6 lakh for officers
and C3 lakh for personnel
below officer rank (PBOR)
for a period of 26 years after
retirement or 75 years of age,
whichever is earlier. The
amount is received by the family of the ex-serviceman in case

of his death. The amount has
been recently revised and is
now C10 lakh for officers and
C5 lakh for PBOR for all those
who joined the scheme after
January 1, 2014. For those
who joined earlier, the amount
will remain at the earlier rate
of C6 lakh and C3 lakh for officers and PBOR respectively.
Disability Cover:
This concerns an individual
who becomes disabled out of
service prematurely due to
injury or disease. The officers
and JCOs/OR with 100 per cent
disability will get an amount of
C25 lakh and C12.5 lakh respectively. This amount gets proportionately reduced for lower
element of disability upto 20 per
cent. An ex gratia disability
allowance is also granted by
AGIF in case a member with
100% disability has been recommended a constant attendant.
AGIF Scholarship Scheme:
AGIF Scholarship Schemes
for the sum of C40,000 per
annum are provided for wards of
officers, JCOs and OR in 12
Army Welfare Educational
Institutions (AWES) institutions.
While the Army chose to
deny the earlier IANS story on
how Army welfare funds may
have been deployed in IL&FS
bonds, saying, “It is informed
that welfare funds of the Indian
Army are invested only in
nationalised; scheduled banks;
PSUs as per existing policy.
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midst increasing differences
A
between Jet Airways and
Etihad Airways, the only party
that can bailout the beleaguered
airline, over the equity cap that
its founder chairman Naresh
Goyal can hold after his forced
exit,bankers Friday exuded confidence of reaching a resolution
plan as early as next week.
After agreeing to cap his
shareholding at 22 percent for
perpetuity and completely exit
the airline’s management as a
precondition for a bailout that
Etihad and bankers demanded,
Goyal had last Friday wrote to
Etihad to remove the perpetuity clause from the resolution
plan and also the Gulf carrier
immediately offer a lifeline of
C750 crore failing which the
airline may get grounded.
This, according to media
reports, has put off the Gulf
carrier which already owns 24
percent in the airline which has
grounded 42 percent of its 119
aircraft, most of them due to
non-payment lease rentals to
the aircraft lessors.
According to the draft resolution plan submitted to the
lenders led by the lead lender
SBI, Etihad will bring in around
C1,800 crore as fresh equity and
increases its stake to 24.9 percent, while Goyal will chip in
with C750 crore and the rest of

1^TX]Vc^d_VaPSTbcP[[_aTeT]cX^]^]&"&<0G)b^daRTb
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oeing in the next 10 days
will roll out an upgrade to
the MCAS stall prevention
system for 737 MAX aircraft
that have had two deadly accidents in recent months, two
industry sources told AFP.
The system was implicated in the crash of a 737
MAX 8 in Indonesia in
October but the sources cau-

B

tioned that the cause of the
fatal Ethiopia Airlines accident last weekend has not yet
been determined.
The software fix, which
was already underway prior to
the latest incident, will only
take about two hours to
install, said the sources, who
asked not to be identified.
The MAX aircraft have
been grounded worldwide in
the wake of Sunday’s crash

near Addis Ababa that killed
157 passengers and crew, and
Boeing has halted deliveries of
its top-selling model. The
black boxes from the
Ethiopian aircraft, which was
only a few months old and
crashed a few minutes after
takeoff, are being analyzed by
the French authorities to try to
determine the cause of the
accident.
The Lion Air 737 MAX 8

crashed last October also just
minutes after takeoff, killing
189 people. The initial investigation indicated it was due to
a malfunction on the stall
prevention system, a new feature on the MAX planes.
Several American pilots
also reported issues with the
MCAS and the Federal
Aviation Administration said
it ordered Boeing to issue a fix
by April.

the C3,800 crore come from
other investors.
Founder chairman Goyal
and his family own 52 percent
in the airline now which he had
agreed to pare down to 22 percent to secure a financial bailout.
“It is a work in progress.
Very soon, say by next week, we
will have a solution plan in
place,” a senior SBI official
said here Friday.
The official said the resolution plans had started on
November 1 last. “Any resolution plan for a corporate is a
very complex process. Things
don’t happen in a day or two or
in even 15 days.
“There are various stakeholders, who have to be aligned;
there are promoters and joint
venture partners, so when the
situation is so complex, it takes
time,” SBI explained the reason
for the delay.
“We are making every
effort and SBI is leading that
effort. We are clear on one
thing: to ensure that the airline
runs and not get grounded and
not to stave off our accounts
becoming NPAs. That’s the
fundamental difference
between any other NPA and Jet
Airways,” he added.
Jet has a debt of over
C8,200 crore and needs to
make repayments of up to
C1,700 crore by the end of
March.

ising for the fifth straight
session, the rupee on Friday
R
jumped 24 paise to close at

69.10 against the US dollar on
sustained foreign fund inflows
and heavy buying in domestic
equities.
Forex traders said the dollar’s weakness against its key
rivals overseas and easing crude
prices strengthened the market
sentiment domestically.
At the Interbank Foreign
Exchange, the domestic unit
opened at 69.28 and advanced
to a high of 69.03 during the
day. It finally settled at 69.10, a
rise of 24 paise against the dollar over its previous close.
The rupee on Thursday
had strengthened by 20 paise to
close at 69.34 against the US
dollar.
On a weekly basis, the
domestic currency has added
104 paise. This is also the fifth
consecutive week of gain for
the local unit.
“The rupee continues to
remain on appreciating mode
due to FIIs inflow in the debt
and equity market. Crude oil
prices are stable hence inflation
is expected to remain benign in
coming months,” said Rushabh
Maru — Research Analyst ,
Anand Rathi Shares and Stock
Brokers.
Maru further said that the
US Federal Reserve’s patient
approach to raise interest rates
have also improved sentiments.

Forex traders said, the rally
in the Indian markets was led
by strong FII buying on
account of reduction in geopolitical risks and opinion polls
suggesting a likely return of the
NDA Government in the general election 2019.
“Market is expecting NDA
Government to return to the
power after the election. Hence
all these factors are supporting
the rupee,” Maru said.
Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, was trading at
$66.96 per barrel, lower by 0.40
per cent. Meanwhile, the dollar index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength against a
basket of six currencies, fell
0.15 per cent to 96.64.
Meanwhile, foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) purchased
shares worth Rs 4,323.49 crore,
while domestic institutional
investors (DIIs) offloaded equi-

ties to the tune of C2,130.36
crore Friday, provisional data
showed.
“FII inflows totalled $1.6
billion for the past five days,
while DII outflows stood at
$839 million for the same period,” Sanjeev Zarbade, Vice
President — PCG Research,
Kotak Securities, said.
Extending its winning run
to the fifth session, BSE benchmark Sensex settled 269.43
points, or 0.71 per cent, higher at 38,024.32. The NSE Nifty
closed 83.60 points, or 0.74 per
cent, up at 11,426.85.
The Financial Benchmark
India Private Ltd (FBIL) set the
reference rate for the
rupee/dollar at 69.2131 and for
rupee/euro at 78.3368. The
reference rate for rupee/British
pound was fixed at 91.6437 and
for rupee/100 Japanese yen at
61.99.
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he Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Friday
came out with guidelines to prevent misuse
of price-sensitive information by participants in
markets for financial instruments.
“Market participants, either acting independently or in collusion, shall not undertake
any action with the intention to manipulate the
calculation of a benchmark rate or a reference
rate,” the RBI said in a notification.
Also, no market participant would carry out
a transaction or initiate any action with the sole
or dominant intention of influencing a benchmark rate or a reference rate.
About regulatory action on market abuse,
the RBI said market participants indulging in
any such activity are liable to be denied access
to markets in one or more instruments for a
period that may not exceed one month
at a time.
The guidelines have become effective Friday.
These directions, the RBI added, would
exclude transactions executed through the recognised stock exchanges. Further, the directions
would not apply to banks and the central
Government in furtherance of monetary policy,
fiscal policy or other public policy objectives.
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he pilots’ union of crisis-hit Jet
T
Airways has approached the government flagging concerns about salary
arrears, saying that the situation is leading to extreme tension and frustration,
according to a letter. The cash-strapped
full service airline has been making
delayed salary payment for the last few
months and has also defaulted on loan
repayments.
Against this backdrop, the National
Aviator’s Guild (NAG) — a grouping of
over 1,000 pilots of Jet Airways — has written to Labour Minister Santosh Gangwar.
In the letter, dated March 6, the
grouping has raised concerns about persistent delay in salary payment of member pilots.
“This situation is leading to extreme

tension and frustration amongst our
members, hardly an ideal situation for
pilots in the cockpit... All pleas to the
management in this regard have fallen
on deaf ears,” the letter said.
A Jet Airways spokesperson said it has
not received any such communication.
The response came to a query regarding
the pilots’ union approaching the Labour
Ministry regarding salary arrears.
“The company remains committed
to meet its salary obligations towards its
employees and clearing all pending
dues,” the spokesperson said.
Jet Airways has been looking at various ways to raise funds amid acute liquidity crunch that has forced it to
ground aircraft, cancel flights in large
numbers, shutdown stations and delay
salary payments to its pilots and engineers along with other senior staff.
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S stock regulators have
sued Volkswagen over the
U
emissions cheating scandal,
alleging the German automaker committed fraud by raising
billions in corporate bonds
while lying to investors about
the environmental impact of its
cars.
In a filing Thursday night
in California, the Securities
and Exchange Commission
said that from April 2014 to
May 2015, Volkswagen issued
more than $13 billion in bonds
and asset-backed securities in
US markets while senior executives knew that more than
500,000 vehicles in the US
grossly exceeded legal vehicle
emissions limits.
By hiding the emissions
scheme, Volkswagen reaped
hundreds of millions of dollars
in benefit by issuing securities
at more attractive rates, the SEC

complaint alleges.
“Issuers availing themselves of American capital markets must provide investors
with accurate and complete
information,” said Stephanie
Avakian, co-director of the
SEC enforcement division.
“As we allege, Volkswagen
hid its decade-long emissions
scheme while it was selling billions of dollars of its bonds to
investors at inflated prices,”
the complaint said.
It seeks “disgorgement of
ill-gotten gains” with prejudgment interest, and civil penalties, according to a summary of
the SEC action.
It also seeks to bar former
VW CEO Martin Winterkorn
from serving as director or officer of any publicly traded company in the US.
VW responded saying the
SEC complaint is “legally and
factually flawed” and that it will
fight it vigorously.
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Yamaha
Motor (IYM)
IPvtndia
Ltd. on
Friday launched
the all new MT15 (155 cc) in
India. The new
MT-15 (155 cc)
mounts a liquidcooled, 4-stroke,
SOHC, 4-valve,
6-speed transmission, 155cc fuel-injected
engine along with Variable
Valve Actuation (VVA) system
on a Delta box frame.
Yamaha as a part of its
ongoing ‘The Call of the Blue’
campaign has introduced MT
Series with the launch of the
new MT-15 that is powered
with an engine that offers 58.0
× 58.7 mm bore × stroke and
a 11.6:1 compression ratio producing a maximum output of

14.2 kW (19.3 PS) at 10,000
rpm and maximum torque of
14.7 N·m (1.5 kgf·m) at 8,500
rpm. The new MT-15 strikes
the ideal balance of agile acceleration, agile handling and
advanced design and is targeted for young generation who
are transitioning from lower
end two wheelers and are
simultaneously looking for
snappy rides with maximum
feel of torque and acceleration.
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xtending its winning run to
the fifth session, BSE
E
benchmark Sensex climbed
269 points to hit six-month
high of 38,024 led by rally in
banking stocks amid soaring
foreign fund inflows, strengthening rupee and positive global cues.
After rallying nearly 500
points in afternoon trade, the
Sensex settled 269.43 points, or
0.71%, higher at 38,024.32.
The NSE Nifty closed 83.60
points, or 0.74%, up at
11,426.85.
The 30-share index
breached the 38,000-mark for
the first time in six months. It
had ended at 38,090.64 on
September 14, 2018.
Broader indices, however,
ended on a mixed note, with
BSE midcap ending 0.55%
higher and BSE smallcap slipping 0.34%.
Kotak Bank was the top
gainer in the Sensex pack, ending 4.31% higher. PowerGrid,
TCS, ICICI Bank, SBI, HCL
Tech, NTPC, Infosys, Bajaj
Finance, HDFC duo, ONGC,
Vedanta and IndusInd Bank too
rose up to 2.84%.
On the other hand, HUL,
Yes Bank, ITC, Bharti Airtel,
RIL, Sun Pharma and Axis
Bank fell up to 2.16%.

Sectorally, the BSE power,
bankex, teck, oil and gas, IT and
finance indices gained the most,
rising up to 1.94%, while BSE
telecom, FMCG and energy
indices fell up to 1.79%,.
“Benchmark indices outperformed with IT index leading from the front amid positive global cues, BREXIT &
Trade-deal deadline has been
extended. Besides, PSU banks
are moving out of PCA frame
and global liquidity is increasing supported by dovish
FOMC which is positive for
India. Strengthening rupee and
drop in yield is positive for rate
sensitive stocks,” said Vinod
Nair, head of research at Geojit
Financial Services, said.
During the week, Sensex
surged 1352.89 points, or
3.68%, while Nifty climbed
391.89 points or, 3.54%. The
BSE-30 index gained by around
3.5% in the past week.
Rally in the Indian markets
was led by strong foreign institutional investors (FII), buying
on account of reduction in
geopolitical risks and opinion
polls suggesting a likely return
of the NDA government in the
upcoming general elections,
said Sanjeev Zarbade, vicepresident, PCG Research,
Kotak Securities.
On a net basis, FIIs bought
shares worth a net of C1,482.99
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SCRIP
OPEN
HIgh
LOW
LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50
11376.85 11487.00 11370.80 11426.85
83.60
KOTAKBANK 1271.90 1339.35 1270.00 1328.00
59.05
IOC
152.70 159.20
150.70
155.95
4.85
HINDPETRO
268.10 280.00
265.40
275.00
7.85
POWERGRID
187.10 194.20
187.10
193.00
5.40
WIPRO
258.00 264.25
257.20
263.70
6.85
HCLTECH
1012.00 1033.85 1008.80 1032.00
25.25
TCS
1998.90 2068.95 1991.00 2036.00
48.60
UPL
904.00 928.40
902.40
924.10
20.35
GAIL
355.65 362.00
350.00
361.00
7.40
ICICIBANK
388.85 398.25
388.10
395.80
7.90
ONGC
151.90 157.45
151.20
154.10
3.05
NTPC
154.60 159.25
152.65
156.75
3.10
SBIN
292.60 301.30
292.50
297.80
5.90
BAJFINANCE 2818.80 2899.00 2815.00 2862.80
54.70
INFY
712.00 723.75
709.60
720.00
11.65
TECHM
794.00 807.50
787.00
800.50
12.05
M&M
688.25 697.00
687.00
696.30
10.40
HDFCBANK
2231.00 2259.90 2228.05 2258.00
33.25
BPCL
391.00 398.30
389.40
396.00
5.70
ZEEL
452.00 469.70
440.80
455.40
5.60
HDFC
1960.00 1991.70 1955.90 1976.80
23.35
INDUSINDBK 1686.00 1718.00 1685.10 1701.00
18.30
TITAN
1087.00 1113.80 1082.00 1098.00
11.65
VEDL
173.20 176.50
170.20
175.00
1.40
LT
1386.00 1410.80 1378.60 1390.65
10.90
DRREDDY
2655.50 2693.75 2640.95 2657.95
10.05
BAJAJ-AUTO
3002.10 3032.20 2980.00 3026.00
9.15
TATAMOTORS 180.20 181.40
177.60
180.00
0.45
MARUTI
7109.00 7157.00 7060.00 7103.60
17.30
JSWSTEEL
287.40 291.25
285.30
287.50
0.60
ASIANPAINT 1434.00 1457.00 1428.65 1437.00
2.25
IBULHSGFIN
708.90 714.35
693.25
701.95
0.05
COALINDIA
238.85 246.15
238.00
243.05
-0.15
SUNPHARMA
466.20 469.95
462.30
465.80
-0.35
CIPLA
534.10 535.40
528.95
532.20
-0.55
BAJAJFINSV
6920.00 7004.00 6900.00 6924.35
-7.75
ADANIPORTS
366.25 368.95
361.50
365.05
-0.95
EICHERMOT 22838.00 22838.00 22426.00 22527.00
-92.90
AXISBANK
742.95 748.95
731.70
736.50
-4.10
INFRATEL
316.00 320.00
311.25
312.55
-1.80
HEROMOTOCO 2771.00 2771.00 2717.10 2735.85
-15.85
TATASTEEL
518.00 520.95
512.45
514.50
-3.15
HINDALCO
201.50 202.55
197.25
199.40
-1.35
GRASIM
838.10 845.80
824.05
826.70
-6.20
ULTRACEMCO 3990.00 3990.00 3905.00 3920.00
-44.15
BHARTIARTL
344.00 344.85
331.20
337.95
-4.45
ITC
295.95 296.55
289.35
291.60
-3.90
RELIANCE
1345.00 1358.80 1311.20 1323.75
-17.80
YESBANK
251.70 252.80
243.50
245.05
-4.80
HINDUNILVR 1745.00 1746.50 1694.45 1701.00
-36.30

1,)7<1(;7
SCRIP
NIFTY NEXT 50
CADILAHC
LUPIN
ICICIGI
L&TFH
ABCAPITAL
SRTRANSFIN
NHPC
BEL
ICICIPRULI
BANKBARODA
HDFCLIFE
MOTHERSUMI
BIOCON
BHEL
MRF
CONCOR
AMBUJACEM
NMDC
SUNTV
DMART
IDEA
ABB
SBILIFE
NIACL
INDIGO
HINDZINC
SIEMENS
ASHOKLEY
HAVELLS
OIL
PIDILITIND
PEL
BANDHANBNK
PETRONET
ACC
LICHSGFIN
SHREECEM
GICRE
MCDOWELL-N
OFSS
PGHH
AUROPHARMA
COLPAL
BOSCHLTD
GODREJCP
SAIL
DLF
MARICO
BRITANNIA
DABUR

OPEN
27983.50
331.15
767.00
937.40
144.20
96.75
1248.05
25.05
93.05
337.00
116.40
367.00
163.90
620.10
66.25
57200.00
512.00
223.90
115.45
617.40
1474.00
33.95
1317.40
613.10
192.60
1305.90
273.10
1035.00
93.95
747.30
179.45
1171.00
2651.00
516.85
238.40
1540.50
515.00
17602.00
256.00
594.00
3394.90
10250.00
782.00
1278.00
18689.90
711.00
53.30
202.15
347.45
3160.00
438.00

HIgh
28128.55
349.45
789.60
983.95
149.00
100.45
1272.50
25.30
95.45
343.30
119.85
372.25
167.15
628.90
68.05
58000.00
517.60
229.50
115.45
630.75
1490.00
34.25
1317.40
619.75
199.00
1314.90
276.10
1045.00
95.00
754.00
179.45
1193.85
2684.00
521.40
244.30
1559.30
516.75
17856.10
258.05
595.90
3420.00
10579.95
785.00
1293.05
18689.90
722.90
53.35
203.75
347.90
3169.00
439.15

LOW
27866.50
329.40
767.00
937.40
143.60
96.05
1245.20
24.80
92.35
335.10
116.00
366.25
162.85
618.00
66.10
56911.00
507.25
223.55
113.85
610.20
1471.95
33.65
1296.10
611.00
192.60
1286.00
270.50
1031.45
93.65
742.00
177.30
1160.00
2627.00
510.00
235.20
1526.45
506.50
17451.40
253.15
580.60
3335.50
10205.55
768.40
1268.00
18305.55
696.90
51.05
196.55
336.95
3054.70
423.50

LTP CHANGE
27907.65
-34.45
341.30
10.65
786.00
21.80
972.35
25.20
147.00
3.60
98.25
2.35
1272.10
25.30
25.25
0.50
94.75
1.55
340.50
4.25
117.95
1.40
370.90
4.30
164.90
1.70
623.80
6.30
67.90
0.65
57710.00
548.55
513.00
4.25
225.50
1.35
114.90
0.65
618.05
3.40
1475.00
7.70
33.95
0.15
1315.00
5.40
617.05
2.15
196.45
0.40
1301.00
1.20
274.05
0.10
1037.00
0.15
93.85
-0.10
746.00
-1.20
178.10
-0.55
1165.00
-4.95
2636.95
-14.60
510.50
-3.10
236.05
-1.50
1528.30
-11.00
508.10
-3.75
17569.20 -131.05
254.00
-2.00
581.05
-4.95
3351.00
-29.50
10205.55
-89.35
771.60
-7.05
1270.10
-12.30
18329.10 -230.40
704.85
-10.20
51.70
-1.00
197.40
-4.45
338.70
-7.80
3070.00
-79.40
426.65
-12.25

crore on Thursday, while
domestic institutional investors
(DIIs) were net sellers to the
tune of C817.77 crore, provisional data available with the
BSE showed.
“The flows from overseas
from the FIIs have helped the
markets, and a stable to
stronger rupee has been facilitated by likely year end repatriations too,” said Joseph
Thomas, head of research at
Emkay Wealth Management.
Strengthening gains, the
rupee appreciated on Friday
jumped 24 paise to close at 69.10
against the US dollar on sustained foreign fund inflows and
heavy buying in domestic equities. Forex traders said the dollar’s weakness against its key
rivals overseas and easing crude
prices strengthened the market
sentiment domestically.
Elsewhere in Asia, Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng rose 0.56%,
per cent, Korea’s Kospi was up
0.95%, Shanghai Composite
Index rallied 1.04%, and Japan’s
Nikkei ended 0.77% higher.
Similarly, in the Eurozone,
Frankfurt’s DAX gained 0.27%.
Paris CAC 40 rose 0.44%.
London’s FTSE was up 0.54% in
early deals.
Global crude benchmark
Brent crude futures rose 0.43 per
cent to USD 67.52 per
barrel.
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towering 13-floor Hostel
Block, named after forA8;³b4PbcFTbcVPb
mer Prime Minister Atal
A
Bihari Vajpayee and a 5-floor
Administrative Block, named
_X_T[X]TU^aC "Ra
in the memory of Mahatma

New Delhi (PTI): Canadian investor Brookfield-led India
Infrastructure Trust (InVIT) has agreed to buy billionaire Mukesh
Ambani’s loss-making East-West gas pipeline for `13,000 crore.
The InVIT will acquire 100 per cent equity interest in Pipeline
Infrastructure Pvt Ltd, owner and operators of the pipeline that
transports Reliance Industries Ltd’s eastern offshore KG-D6 gas to
customers, according to a statement issued by Ambani’s flagship
company. After this, the existing pipeline usage agreement has been
reworked to reduce capacity reserved for RIL gas to 33 million standard cubic meters per day from 56 mmscmd currently. RIL will
have to transport at least 22 mmscmd of gas through the pipeline
at the revised tariff, failing which it will be liable to pay the differential amount to Pipeline Infrastructure, the statement said.
The East West pipeline originates at Kakinada in Andhra
Pradesh and travels 1,460-kilometre up to Bharuch in Gujarat. It
commenced operations in 2009 with an original design capacity
to transport 85 mmscmd of gas, including 21.25 mmscmd on common carrier basis. The length of the main trunk pipeline is 1,385
km from Kakinada to Bharuch and 75 km is the length of the spur
lines. East-West pipeline operators in filings to oil regulator
Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB) have
claimed that the pipeline was built at a cost of C16,347.96 crore.
The pipeline primarily transports KG-D6 gas, which has steadily dipped from 69.43 million standard cubic metres per day achieved
in March 2010 to under 3 mmscmd. RIL and its partner BP are
investing USD 4-5 billion in developing three sets of gas fields in
the flagging KG-D6 block. The three sets of discoveries are envisaged to produce 22-25 mmscmd of gas.

Gandhi, was recently inaugurated at the Vellore Institute of
Technology (VIT). The managing director and chief executive officer of Indian Bank,
Padmaja Chunduru, dedicated
the buildings as part of celebrations of International
Women’s Day in the presence
of the founder and chancellor
of VIT, Dr G Viswanathan. The
vice president, Delivery and
Support (ERP), Ramco
Systems, and a former student
of VIT, G Muthazhagi, was the
guest of honour on the occasion. The Hostel Block has
been built at a cost of C105
crore, while the Academic
Block has been built at a cost
of C51 crore.
In his address, Dr
Viswanathan said that women
formed 49 per cent of India’s
population and were the backbone of saving money in the
country. He spoke about
increasing the age limit for chil-

dren for free education from 14
to the age of 18 and advocated
that the government should
increase its investment on
higher education. “Prime
Minister Narendra Modi spoke
about accessibility, affordability and equity in higher education. To implement this, the
government should come forward to spend more money in
the education sector.”
Chunduru commented
that India possessed a better
culture of encouraging women
without judging them based on
their looks and complexion.
She pointed out that 33 per

cent of the employees of the
Indian Bank were women.
“Today there are so many
options for jobs, education,
marriages, to choose how you
work and where to work.
Hence, options are good but
making a decision is equally
very difficult. That decision
making is what you need to
empower yourself for,” she
said.
Addressing the female students at VIT, Muthazhagi
added that work life balance
was the key. “Stay focused,
plan and execute with priorities, be it at home or at work.”

6ia`cedfa#%%aTZ_7VS,ecRUVUVWZTZe_Rcc`hd
New Delhi (PTI): The country’s
exports grew by 2.44 per cent year-onyear to USD 26.67 billion in February on
account of higher shipments in sectors
such as pharmaceuticals, engineering and
electronics, according to data from the

commerce ministry. Imports declined by
5.4 per cent to USD 36.26 billion in the
last month, narrowing the trade deficit to
USD 9.6 billion. The gap between imports
and exports was USD 12.3 billion in
February 2018.

Gold imports also fell sharply by
about 11 per cent to USD 2.58 billion in
February as against USD 2.89 billion in
the corresponding month last fiscal.
During the April-February period of
the current fiscal year, exports grew 8.85

per cent to USD 298.47 billion, while
imports rose by 9.75 per cent to USD 464
billion. The trade deficit has widened to
USD 165.52 billion during the 11 months
of the current fiscal from USD 148.55 billion compared to the year-ago period.
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388.10
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251.80
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82.95
7100.00
80.15
91.45
45.05
381.00
970.05
688.00
392.60
495.00
637.10
332.00
101.00
38.00
106.30
446.90
263.20
957.90
788.95
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4.72
7.10
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234.95
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657.90
1698.65
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434.50
65.40
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RELAXO
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15.80
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515.00 521.45
600.00 606.75
29.15
29.65
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221.95
876.15
122.80
314.55
3070.25
118.55
10329.00
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293.15 295.80
BBTC
1330.25 1343.80
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657.05 660.20
SYNDIBANK
38.85
39.60
GICRE
254.35 258.15
COFFEEDAY
308.00 308.00
INDHOTEL
149.70 151.90
FINCABLES
476.00 500.00
RALLIS
161.75 164.85
LEMONTREE
84.05
84.65
NIACL
196.00 197.40
JSL
39.80
40.10
SCI
37.60
37.90
TV18BRDCST
36.45
36.55
DEEPAKNI
261.80 264.90
OBEROIRLTY
481.05 489.95
AJANTPHARM
1034.00 1042.50
GUJFLUORO
1073.00 1092.45
PTC
78.20
79.05
NAUKRI
1886.00 1916.65
WABAG
326.80 334.65
CUMMINSIND
745.85 751.90
KAJARIACER
586.40 586.80
ENGINERSIN
115.50 115.50
IRB
151.85 152.95
ASHOKA
138.55 140.15
SIEMENS
1038.90 1045.60
HEIDELBERG
174.35 176.90
IPCALAB
906.75 908.05
BASF
1435.00 1435.25

2984.75
57.80
1620.00
33.15
338.00
2635.50
596.40
113.90
618.55
1690.05
436.20
948.10
1320.00
617.50
177.05
61.40
254.00
2209.95
133.40
264.60
1162.20
1113.00
66.35
90.00
3910.00
215.00
214.40
391.75
928.00
742.65
880.20
1125.55
228.50
2643.00
528.40
433.40
577.95
1073.90
67.55
116.55
2570.00
1379.30
1494.90
106.40
24.85
575.25
64.20
457.00
22440.25
335.35
687.00
389.95
118.80
1727.50
37.30
493.00
311.50
118.95
29.40
507.15
454.15
132.20
572.00
321.10
210.55
529.20
116.30
306.40
1625.15
44.35
435.65
135.10
621.50
438.85
3336.00
81.05
61.15
63.40
656.00
289.60
1304.05
622.30
38.10
252.90
298.05
148.10
471.75
159.00
78.20
183.00
38.20
36.65
35.35
252.25
480.00
1009.70
1039.50
76.20
1848.00
320.00
737.00
567.70
113.25
149.95
135.65
1031.45
171.50
875.00
1382.50

3022.30
58.10
1627.55
33.85
339.45
2643.25
599.95
114.60
622.80
1708.40
438.60
968.70
1336.05
628.00
178.85
62.00
256.00
2235.20
134.50
266.20
1166.95
1116.40
68.20
91.15
3916.70
219.85
217.45
393.05
931.15
745.70
886.70
1142.75
229.10
2659.80
531.75
446.05
584.15
1079.65
68.15
117.35
2611.75
1383.75
1502.05
111.90
25.15
578.00
65.70
464.30
22631.60
340.15
693.55
404.10
120.05
1749.95
37.95
503.55
313.70
120.35
29.85
514.45
465.05
134.10
585.45
322.15
215.20
544.55
117.50
308.90
1633.40
44.50
438.90
137.80
627.95
449.30
3358.70
82.60
61.55
64.95
666.10
290.45
1310.00
631.70
38.40
253.65
300.65
148.60
487.80
161.05
80.10
196.10
38.65
36.80
35.55
261.70
486.75
1015.55
1054.20
76.60
1869.95
322.95
740.55
571.50
113.95
150.90
136.80
1034.20
173.00
886.20
1391.25

OMAXE
TATACOMM
GSFC
REPCOHOME
BLISSGVS
COLPAL
GMRINFRA
UFLEX
AARTIIND
MRPL
MINDAIND
WHIRLPOOL
GESHIP
PARAGMILK
CARERATING
TORNTPHARM
J&KBANK
SOBHA
SUPREMEIND
SONATSOFTW
HINDZINC
MAHLOG
ITI
GHCL
CYIENT*
HSIL
INOXLEISUR
NAVINFLUOR
MOIL
TTKPRESTIG
SWANENERGY
SBILIFE
TATACOFFEE
FLFL
CROMPTON
TNPL
IOB
LAOPALA
SADBHAV
VBL
EIHOTEL
DCAL
ENDURANCE
ZENSARTECH
BAJAJHLDNG
PNCINFRA
GODREJIND
CAPPL
ESSELPRO
TORNTPOWER
GSPL
REDINGTON
BOSCHLTD
MAHINDCIE
GICHSGFIN
HINDCOPPER
ISGEC
GDL
MERCK
BALMLAWRIE
UCOBANK
GILLETTE
ITDCEM
AMARAJABAT
MHRIL
PIIND
MRF
RAMCOCEM
MMTC
QUESS
SJVN
HERITGFOOD
TEJASNET
CENTURYPLY
ABB
GPPL
CENTRALBK
KALPATPOWR
JSLHISAR
MAHABANK
ANDHRABANK
PFIZER
SUDARSCHEM
HAL
LUXIND
LALPATHLAB
GLAXO

209.45 210.40
610.70 614.00
104.45 104.45
454.90 459.65
174.60 174.60
1284.80 1293.00
17.15
17.20
219.35 228.00
1422.70 1448.80
73.40
74.10
358.00 373.00
1617.50 1617.50
293.00 293.00
257.00 258.50
1010.00 1010.00
1841.80 1868.05
46.70
47.90
435.05 462.00
1140.00 1140.00
333.95 334.00
275.00 275.65
494.95 502.00
95.95
95.95
247.75 247.95
679.00 681.00
262.90 268.75
305.35 321.30
700.55 724.85
161.40 161.55
9022.00 9022.00
106.25 107.00
618.15 619.55
95.35
96.90
467.50 476.55
228.90 229.40
215.60 217.05
14.50
14.64
215.00 215.90
255.15 255.15
825.85 829.50
201.05 207.30
216.20 216.20
1157.90 1168.65
218.65 237.00
3376.55 3377.00
161.20 162.00
532.00 536.70
426.00 437.90
117.00 121.50
256.35 258.40
181.50 184.00
100.00 101.45
18790.00 18790.00
243.40 248.00
265.35 265.95
48.10
49.30
5660.00 5760.00
127.85 133.90
3442.50 3442.50
188.35 194.75
18.80
18.95
6490.00 6664.10
131.20 135.85
746.80 752.75
243.10 255.00
1003.95 1023.90
57379.90 57920.50
709.00 719.85
27.90
28.25
779.50 798.00
24.55
24.85
542.00 545.30
166.00 180.85
194.35 197.20
1315.20 1315.20
93.30
94.00
34.00
34.60
405.05 449.85
92.10
93.10
13.39
13.55
26.40
26.95
3155.00 3220.00
345.85 347.80
688.10 688.10
1297.20 1308.95
1040.00 1065.40
1316.65 1316.65

206.10
601.00
102.25
450.90
166.50
1269.85
16.75
217.65
1400.00
72.20
358.00
1580.00
282.05
245.95
981.05
1825.50
46.20
426.40
1126.30
318.00
271.45
489.00
94.10
230.00
656.00
260.00
305.35
700.05
158.00
8430.10
101.05
612.00
94.00
466.05
227.00
207.00
13.60
209.50
242.10
814.10
195.60
206.30
1145.00
217.95
3321.00
158.45
528.60
417.85
117.00
254.75
179.05
98.70
18350.00
242.00
253.40
48.10
5555.05
126.00
3355.00
188.05
18.40
6363.00
131.20
743.60
243.10
1000.20
56860.50
702.00
27.20
768.50
24.35
537.90
166.00
191.80
1296.00
92.00
33.70
405.05
89.65
13.00
25.50
3119.55
340.05
671.10
1265.05
1030.00
1296.20

206.65
608.60
103.00
453.90
169.05
1273.00
16.95
222.90
1417.10
73.40
370.55
1591.45
283.75
254.05
993.30
1858.20
46.80
438.65
1130.20
322.65
274.90
498.95
94.30
234.75
669.15
262.65
313.65
706.75
159.05
8549.05
102.05
615.05
94.30
471.80
228.15
209.15
13.73
210.10
246.00
821.35
199.55
211.30
1150.60
229.65
3330.80
159.65
533.90
422.60
118.45
256.00
180.80
100.25
18448.90
243.85
258.00
48.40
5600.95
127.70
3374.25
192.20
18.50
6520.75
132.90
746.10
250.15
1010.10
57480.10
704.30
27.50
793.70
24.40
541.30
177.65
192.35
1303.85
92.90
34.00
447.20
90.55
13.36
25.95
3200.20
341.95
674.70
1278.05
1047.80
1298.50
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PHOENIXLTD
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LINDEINDIA
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BDL
AEGISLOG
JKCEMENT
CENTRUM
JKLAKSHMI
COCHINSHIP
BLUEDART
APARINDS
SYMPHONY
PGHH
ELGIEQUIP
BIRLACORPN
APLLTD
CUB
NBVENTURES
GSKCONS
MINDACORP
KNRCON
IFBIND
IBULISL
JBCHEPHARM
VTL
NESCO
BAYERCROP
APLAPOLLO
UNITEDBNK
SANOFI
SHILPAMED
COROMANDEL
IEX
DBCORP
THYROCARE
MONSANTO
FINOLEXIND
LAXMIMACH
SHREECEM
SUPRAJIT
FDC
GAYAPROJ
KPRMILL
SHK
SHARDACROP
CCL
BLUESTARCO
JYOTHYLAB
JAGRAN
NH
AKZOINDIA
TVTODAY
GET&D
STARCEMENT
SIS
SUNCLAYLTD
NAVNETEDUL
TIMKEN
ERIS
TVSSRICHAK
TIMETECHNO
WABCOINDIA
INDOSTAR
SUPPETRO
SKFINDIA
TATAINVEST
ABBOTINDIA
KIOCL
GEPIL
HONAUT
GALAXYSURF
ASTERDM
MAHSCOOTER
SCHAEFFLER
HATSUN
SHRIRAMCIT
DHANUKA
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ZYDUSWELL
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AIAENG
SHOPERSTOP
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2250.00
373.00
151.85
379.20
1370.00
23823.00
518.75
1038.00
222.10
365.35
35.85
1470.45
1683.60
2000.00
656.95
3310.00
2914.60
2078.95
385.00
285.15
505.05
24030.00
286.05
204.50
832.00
35.25
349.90
385.60
3243.45
636.85
1350.00
10406.25
246.35
538.10
552.50
185.75
105.55
7074.25
145.50
257.15
970.00
321.50
337.60
1077.00
454.00
4307.50
1373.00
10.95
5820.25
366.30
483.00
164.95
203.00
542.90
2640.15
535.00
6220.00
17767.60
231.20
180.15
162.40
592.35
153.25
381.00
290.95
684.45
188.80
114.10
222.55
1760.90
338.25
297.00
104.50
857.65
3194.00
110.40
573.50
656.00
2272.00
101.00
6450.00
344.15
223.15
1956.00
846.50
7370.25
147.00
836.20
22473.00
1107.50
157.70
3353.00
5449.10
714.00
1759.85
433.00
835.00
86.30
1286.00
2644.95
1330.00
118.35
498.95
1761.00
469.30
270.50
1038.95
589.80
882.00

2370.00
373.00
152.75
385.85
1407.70
23980.00
525.00
1038.00
224.10
368.00
35.85
1480.00
1693.30
2026.00
682.00
3331.55
2980.30
2078.95
387.60
286.65
510.95
24400.00
291.00
205.90
845.50
36.00
357.00
385.60
3288.00
659.70
1350.00
10525.00
246.35
544.80
552.50
189.60
105.55
7100.00
145.50
257.20
999.00
331.35
343.00
1097.65
471.00
4332.50
1390.00
10.95
5869.40
371.00
486.35
165.40
205.00
543.50
2640.15
539.85
6299.95
17829.60
233.00
182.00
164.25
592.35
153.25
381.00
291.55
684.45
188.80
114.10
229.00
1763.75
341.10
298.20
105.25
858.70
3221.05
110.85
579.70
657.60
2318.00
104.00
6450.00
352.00
230.40
1956.75
847.60
7371.75
149.05
846.00
22573.40
1126.50
158.50
3372.90
5475.00
719.95
1780.00
435.00
853.00
88.55
1297.90
2644.95
1357.90
118.35
498.95
1766.00
473.00
271.00
1038.95
590.00
887.85

2250.00
352.00
144.00
371.00
1350.45
23511.05
518.00
1010.10
219.85
352.50
33.90
1431.00
1630.20
1960.15
655.00
3267.70
2720.00
1860.00
376.00
275.05
496.10
23425.00
284.05
203.00
823.45
34.45
345.00
378.00
3227.15
630.00
1286.05
10220.00
241.80
530.10
546.25
185.75
101.85
7033.00
142.30
252.45
970.00
312.55
326.15
1070.10
450.00
4280.95
1337.00
10.65
5602.00
362.50
475.75
162.40
199.20
520.10
2578.00
529.85
6150.00
17222.00
223.00
177.15
158.00
584.00
150.00
350.00
288.35
651.00
184.40
110.05
222.55
1736.30
329.00
291.10
101.85
850.00
3125.00
108.10
568.25
649.30
2233.00
101.00
6375.00
340.00
223.10
1930.55
840.05
7290.00
143.00
825.00
22100.00
1090.10
155.25
3324.90
5389.50
713.00
1740.00
426.75
835.00
85.50
1286.00
2620.00
1330.00
112.50
481.70
1746.00
468.55
266.00
1030.00
582.70
880.05

2319.50
363.40
147.50
378.30
1375.40
23615.35
522.85
1015.50
222.15
359.35
34.40
1446.40
1641.55
1980.10
677.00
3286.40
2787.00
1925.55
381.25
278.00
502.90
23770.10
286.20
204.10
830.15
34.80
352.35
379.70
3262.70
656.40
1294.80
10294.35
242.70
536.15
547.10
188.50
102.35
7069.70
143.45
255.60
981.45
322.55
332.50
1087.85
459.10
4311.45
1368.00
10.70
5720.70
366.90
479.75
163.65
200.75
523.95
2590.25
536.70
6171.35
17575.55
228.45
179.00
160.70
585.05
150.50
358.35
289.10
665.15
184.90
111.50
228.15
1744.25
332.30
293.10
102.35
851.80
3138.50
108.85
569.80
655.40
2262.05
101.55
6419.65
346.80
225.20
1935.10
841.35
7310.40
144.25
839.60
22145.40
1121.25
155.25
3329.25
5459.60
713.45
1763.00
431.90
851.25
86.40
1292.50
2625.85
1340.00
113.45
495.05
1757.85
469.25
266.50
1032.55
584.60
885.00
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n Australian gunman
whose assaults on two New
Zealand mosques on Friday left
at least 49 people dead, published a racist manifesto on
Twitter before livestreaming
his rampage.
The New Zealand
Government said it could be
illegal to share the video, which
showed the gunman repeatedly shooting at worshippers
from close range.
The Facebook Live video,
taken with a camera that
appeared to be mounted on the
gunman’s body, shows a cleanshaven, Caucasian man with
short hair driving to the Masjid
al Noor mosque in central
Christchurch. He enters the
building and fires repeatedly at
worshippers as he moves from

A

CWXbX\PVTcPZT]Ua^\cWTP[[TVTSbW^^cTa´beXST^fWXRWfPbUX[\TS^]5aXSPh
bW^fbWX\PbWTSaXeTbP]SWT[^^Zb^eTac^cWaTTVd]b^]cWT_PbbT]VTabXST^U
WXbeTWXR[TX]=TfITP[P]S
0?

room to room. AFP determined the video was genuine
through a digital investigation
that included matching screenshots of the mosque taken
from the gunman’s footage
with images available online

showing the same areas.
The “manifesto” detailing
motivations for the attack was
posted on Friday morning onto
a Twitter account with the
same name and profile image
as the Facebook page that

0\Qd[P]RTbcPUUcPZTP\P]Ua^\^dcbXSTP\^b`dTX]RT]caP[2WaXbcRWdaRW^]5aXSPh

streamed the attack. In the
video, the shooter parks his car
next to the mosque and gets out
of the vehicle with a rifle. He
slowly goes to the boot of his
car and retrieves another

firearm. He then walks into the
compound of the mosque and
fires at a person standing near
the doorway before dropping
the rifle and shooting repeatedly with the second weapon as

0?

he moves inside.
The gunman fires dozens
of bullets at people trying to
run away or lying down in huddled groups in corners of the
rooms.

8b[P\^_W^QXP_^bc( aTb_^]bXQ[T
DT`e]R_UJRcUdeVadfa
dVTfcZej`W^`dbfVdZ_F< U^a=I\^b`dTPccPRZbbPhb?PZXbcP]
London: Scotland Yard on
Friday said that officers will be
undertaking extra patrols
around mosques in the UK in
the wake of the terror attacks on
New Zealand mosques in which
49 people have been killed.
The Metropolitan Police is
monitoring the situation since
the mass shootings at
Christchurch and remained on
stand-by to offer support to its
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counterparts in New Zealand,
Scotland Yard’s Indian-origin
National Policing Lead for
Counter-Terrorism Neil Basu
said.
“We will be stepping up
reassurance patrols around
mosques and increasing
engagement with communities
of all faiths,” the UK’s seniormost counter-terrorism official
said.
PTI

Islamabad: Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan on Friday
said
that
increasing
“Islamophobia” after the 9/11
terror attacks in the US was
responsible for the attack on two
mosques in New Zealand that
killed at least 49 worshippers.
“Strongly condemning” the
terror attack on the mosques in
New Zealand, Prime Minister
Khan tweeted: “This reaffirms

what we have always maintained: that terrorism does not
have a religion. Prayers go to
the victims and their families.”
At least 49 people were
killed in attacks on the Al
Noor Mosque in central
Christchurch and the Linwood
Mosque in the city’s outer suburb, in what appeared to be the
worst attack on Muslims in a
western country.
PTI

London: Queen Elizabeth II,
New Zealand’s head of state,
said she was “deeply saddened”
by the attacks on two mosques
on Friday which left 49 people
dead.
“I have been deeply saddened by the appalling events
in Christchurch... At this tragic time, my thoughts and
prayers are with all New
Zealanders,” she said in a message.
“Prince Philip and I send
our condolences to the families
and friends of those who have

lost their lives,” she said, paying tribute to emergency workers and volunteers providing
support to the injured.
Queen Elizabeth, 92, the
world’s oldest and longestserving living monarch, is
queen of 15 other realms
besides Britain, including
Australia, Canada and New
Zealand.
She last visited New
Zealand in 2002 as part of celebrations to mark the 50th
anniversary of her accession to
the throne.
AFP

@kA>T`_UV^_d $PHULFDFRQGHPQV
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Melbourne: With an
Australia-born man emerging as the prime suspect in one
of the two terror attacks in
New Zealand, Australian
Prime Minister Scott Morrison
on Friday said he cannot
understand how anyone who
would engage in such hate and
violence can be called a
“human”.
At least 49 worshippers
were killed in attacks on the Al
Noor Mosque in central
Christchurch and the Linwood
Mosque in the city’s outer suburb, in what appeared to be the
worst attack against Muslims in
a western country.
PTI

LQ1HZ=HDODQG

Washington: President Donald
Trump on Friday called the terror attacks on two mosque in
New Zealand a “horrible massacre” and offered US assistance.
Condemning the attacks,
President Trump tweeted, “My
warmest sympathy and best
wishes
goes
out
to
the people of New Zealand
after the horrible massacre in
the Mosques.”
“49 innocent people have
so senselessly died, with so
many more seriously injured.
The US stands by New Zealand
for anything we can do. God
bless all!” Trump tweeted.PTI
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U leaders on Friday called
for clarity from Britain
before considering any delay to
Brexit after a series of chaotic
votes by MPs just two weeks
before the deeply divided country is due to leave the bloc.
Quitting the EU after 46
years on March 29 remains the
legal default unless EU leaders
unanimously grant Britain an
extension, with the issue likely to dominate a March 21-22
EU summit in Brussels.
The length of any possible
delay will depend on the outcome of another parliamentary
vote on the twice massively
rejected Brexit deal struck by

E
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plan from the European Union
as the Brexit deadline looms.

Ahead of a crunch summit
next week, Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s spokesman Steffen
Seibert said Berlin welcomed
the British parliament’s vote on
Wednesday against a no-deal
Brexit.

Prime Minister Theresa May
with EU leaders.
The government said it
would ask for a “technical”
delay until June 30 to pass necessary legislation if MPs finally approve the deal next week.
If MPs vote against it for a
third time, the government

has warned it will be forced to
seek a much longer delay.
“It is very clear that the
next steps, the next proposal on
how to move forward must
come from Britain,” German
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s
spokesman Steffen Seibert said
in Berlin on Friday.

ermany on Friday said the
ball remained in Britain’s
G
court to propose a viable exit
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n a stunning rebuke to
Donald Trump, a dozen
IRepublican
senators broke
party ranks and sided with
Democrats to terminate the US
President’s declaration of a
national emergency on
America’s border with Mexico.
In a 59-41 vote, 12
Republicans joined every
Senate Democrat on Thursday
in a rare move to block the
president’s effort to divert billions in funding to build his
long-promised border wall
without
congressional
approval.

Berlin: A group of European
nations is urging Russia not to
abandon a nuclear weapons
treaty with the United States.
Germany, Sweden and the
Netherlands are also calling for
new arms control agreements
to address the rising power of
China and other nations.
The US gave notice of its
intention to withdraw from the
Intermediate-Range Nuclear
Forces treaty a month ago, citing Russian violations. The
European countries opened an
arms control conference in
Berlin on Friday urging
Moscow “to return to complete
and verifiable compliance” to
save the treaty.
AFP

RWeVc]`dZ_XcV]VRdVSZU

Kuala Lumpur: A Vietnamese
woman accused of murdering
the North Korean leader’s halfbrother was given a mental
health check-up Friday, a day
after she lost a release bid and
broke down in a Malaysian
court, her lawyer said.
Doan Thi Huong is on
trial for the 2017 Kuala Lumpur
airport assassination of Kim
Jong Nam. Her Indonesian coaccused was released this week
after prosecutors dropped a
murder charge, but authorities
Thursday refused to do the
same for Huong.
The 30-year-old was
brought from prison to a Kuala
Lumpur hospital in a van

accompanied by several police
cars and heavily armed officers
wearing balaclavas, according
to one of the officers escorting
her. She left after about an hour.
“Our client Doan is
stressed, she has been taken to
a public hospital. She is undergoing a psychiatric assessment,”
her lawyer Hisyam Poh Teh
Peik told AFP.
“Let us all pray for her
health and immediate freedom.” On Thursday the suspect
sobbed in the dock and had to
be helped out of court by two
police officers after a prosecutor announced the attorneygeneral had refused to drop a
murder charge against her.AFP
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ixty years after the Dalai
Lama fled into permanent
Indian exile, the cause of
Tibetan freedom that earned
him a Nobel prize and a
celebrity-studded international following has lost much of its
momentum — neutralised,
analysts say, by the passage of
time and China’s rising global
power.
Inside Tibet, Beijing has
effectively wiped out any
organised opposition to its
iron-clad rule, while outside,
the once-vocal support of sympathetic governments and

Washington: The United States
announced its first sanctions
against the International
Criminal Court Friday, threatening visa restrictions for anyone involved in a potential
probe of American soldiers’
actions in Afghanistan.
“If you’re responsible for
the proposed ICC investigation
of US personnel in connection
with the situation in
Afghanistan you should not
assume that you still have, or
will get, a visa or that you will
permitted to enter in the US,”
Secretar y of State Mike
Pompeo told reporters. AFP
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world leaders has dwindled to
near-silence
in
recent years despite the 14th
Dalai Lama’s enduring personal popularity.
“The fate of Tibet is in the
hands of the Chinese state...
Tibetans outside the region
are not very relevant to the fate
of Tibet, and this includes the
Dalai Lama”, said Nathan Hill,
convener of Tibetan studies at
the School of Oriental and
African Studies (SOAS) in
London.
In 2007, the Buddhist spiritual leader said his homeland
was facing its “darkest period in
2,000 years”.
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rom the South Pacific to the
edge of the Arctic Circle,
F
students mobilised by word of
mouth and social media
skipped class on Friday to
protest what they believe are
their Governments’ failure to
take thorough action against
global warming.
The coordinated ‘school
strikes,’ were inspired by 16year-old Swedish activist Greta
Thunberg, who began holding
solitary demonstrations outside
the Swedish parliament last
year.
Since then, the weekly
protests have snowballed from
a handful of cities to hundreds,
fuelled by dramatic headlines
about the impact of climate
change during the students’
lifetime.
Thunberg, who was recently nominated for the Nobel
Peace Prize, a rally in
Stockholm that the world faces
an existential crisis.
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sychology suggests that if
you have a sixth sense and
strongly feel in a certain
way about something, you should
believe it.
As a part of its third edition,
the Chivas is back with the
Chivas 18 Alchemy with five
alchemists and maestros from the
world of art, design and fashion
to discover the Sixth Sense.
Showcasing the art of storytelling through scintillating and
unparalleled expressions of
craftsmanship defying formulae, the alchemists will present
some immersive and interactive
installations.
Actress Malaika Arora,
designers Manish Malhotra and
Rahul Mishra, artist Sudarshan
Shetty and jeweller Siddharth
Kasliwal have curated immersive
experiences exploring the unusual, creative expressions of fantasy, love, intuition, déjà vu and
memory, respectively.
Shetty, through the idea of
love, tries to put together the
abstract and transforms it into a
tactile idea reflecting feelings,
curating memories and expressing freedom. He calls the process
as “gathering life’s scattered fragments into a kaleidoscope.”
Explaining why did he
choose the feeling of love as his
sixth sense, he says that it is
something that he has been
thinking about since quite a long
time. For him, there are a lot of
things that “represent love as it is
the most primary emotion.”
He feels that love is also a
kind of an “oversold” idea. He
says, “It is oversold to such an
extent that it becomes meaningless at times. I am interested to
know that how love can also
sometimes render itself meaningless. So, how do you reconcile
and address that idea as a basic
human emotion which is a part
of your life in many ways.? I have
been trying to find out the
answer to this through a lot of my

P

works. And this is one way of
exploring it.”
In his curation, a group of six
musicians and vocalists will present the love song, Bandish,
which is also an old song. “It is
because I am also playing with
the what is contemporary and
something that is classified as traditional. This also addresses the
question of what contemporary
really is? It’s questioning that
since everything in life has a resonance with the past, so how do
you get trapped in these everyday reminisces? Through this, I
want to be able to make contemporary life more meaningful,”

says Shetty.
He will create a mosaic of
love, loss, mortality and infinity
through voices, ragas, video and
installation art, and make it into
one. He says, “I believe in the
power of magic, art, and love. I
am looking to not only extend
my limitations but also trying to
bring out something through
that process which wasn’t there
before. It is also a way to discover a new aspect of life. It’s an
effort that is trying to chart various categories that are unchartered.”
For him, the five senses are
the means to be able to reach that

Sixth Sense, “if there is one.”
He further explains that
through his installation, apart
from soulful music, there is a
blend of cinema, art and sculpture. “There is a film that shows
a setup of a chandelier above a
dinning table. And by the end of
the film, the chandelier falls on
the table and then that is how it
is standing.”
For Shetty, the falling of the
chandelier acts as a metaphor for
love, that cannot exist without a
sense of it being lost. He explains,
“If you are in love, you are also
always aware that it could be lost.
It’s a cycle of finding and losing.

So, to represent the loss, I have
dropped the chandelier. Love
also needs bed rest sometimes.”
While Sudarshan presents
the idea of love as the most intricate and precious emotions of
life, designer Manish Malhotra
brings his idea of Sixth Sense as
‘Intuition.’
He dabs into amber depths
to paint a mirage of visions with
mirrors and reflections — fleeting, lasting, diffused, spontaneous yet startling in clarity.
For Malhotra, intuition
means the “perception” of
things. “It’s your mind and the
inner self that is sensing things.

It’s your mind that speaks to you
and let’s you perceive certain
things like a reflection in the
mirror.”
The designer who is very
“fond of mirrors,” intuition is
multi-faceted and reflects elements that are true. “They act as
metaphors of reality. There’s
nothing to hide when you are
standing in front of the mirror,
they show, reflect and speak
what is true. In a certain atmosphere or among a group of people, it’s your intuition which acts
as a mirror and let’s you perceive
it clearly,” he explains.
Since it is Chivas, he says, in
his curation, there has to be a
bar, and in it, he has used a lot
of mirror work. “It’s also a
reflection of what is there within you. It represents a fearless
approach of being your true
self.”
Talking about how he blended his individual style and profession of designing fashion
with the alchemy, he exemplifies
his experience in the film industry which is of more than 29
years, “I am 52, but my label is
a lot more younger — 14 years
old. Now is the time when I am
starting on a lot more different
vertical and experimenting with
various kinds of production
work for design and decor.
Hence, I wanted it to be reflected by something new that I have
started now. It should be under
alignment to my thoughts and
vision.”
He believes that in life, experiences signify how blessed one is.
“In my case, it has been a lot of
work and I am blessed to be still
working with the third generation
of actors. There is so much of experience, which helps your intuition,
mind, heart and thought process.
I am grateful for so many experiences to be a part of me. And it’s
all because of my intuition that I
could make the right choices in my
life,” he says as he signs off.

0-LQVSLUHGSLHFHV
WREHUHPRYHGIURP
/9FROOHFWLRQ
ashion house Louis Vuitton said it will
F
remove those items from its Michael
Jackson-inspired menswear collection “that
directly feature” the late pop singer.
The luxury French fashion house debuted
its autumn/winter 2019 men’s collection in
January in a show that paid homage to Jackson’s
legacy with pieces including sequin-encrusted
tops and a T-shirt with an image of his feet middance move.
The show took place in the Tuileries garden in Paris in a set that had been inspired by
the singer’s “Billie Jean” 1982 music video. The
invitations, meanwhile, were a sparkly white
glove, a nod to the ones famously worn by
Jackson.
However, the brand has now revised its
original collection following the release of the
controversial “Leaving Neverland” documentary, in which two men accuse the late pop
singer of child abuse, say reports.
Louis Vuitton said it would not produce any
item that specifically features Michael Jackson
elements, insisting that by the time the collection hits the stores, it will “purely reflect the true
values of the brand and of our artistic director”,
in reference to Virgil Abloh.
Abloh added, “I am aware that in light of
this documentary the show has caused emotional reactions. I strictly condemn any form of child
abuse, violence or infringement against any
human rights.
“My intention for this show was to refer to
Michael Jackson as a pop culture artist. It
referred only to his public life that we all know
and to his legacy that has influenced a whole
generation of artists and designers.”
Michael Burke, Vuitton’s Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer, said that the company finds the allegations detailed in the documentary “deeply troubling and disturbing”.
“Child safety and welfare is of utmost
importance to Louis Vuitton,” he said. “We are
fully committed to advocating this cause.”
°80=B

6;8CI0=36;0<#$<8=DC4B

),1',1*7+(3(5)(&72&&$6,21
ill Blass once said, ‘When in designs including jumpsuits, skirt
doubt, wear red.’ Well, the and crop top, saris with cape and
day three at the Lotus pant suit. Dominated by black,
Make-up India Fashion Week creme and beige, the collection
somewhat defied this. By bring- was highlighted with motifs in
ing a range of colours, and mod- red, silver and gold. Actress
ern designs to the fore, it Karisma Kapoor looked elegant in
embraced the idea of confluence a stunning black Mekhala Chador
of variants, and mix and match. highlighted with red embroidery
Through a feminine, flirta- as she walked the ramp for
tious, and romantic range, design- Sanjukta. The look was completer Suneet Varma’s collection titled ed with exquisitely designed jewAnaya was an inspiration from ellery by Narayan Jewellers by
the incredible traditional motifs Ketan and Jatin Chokshi.
Karisma said, “It is such a
and embroidery from the decorative arts of India. The large wonderful cause and Sanjukta
abstract-shaped mirrors with does a lot of work to promote
multi-coloured thread embroi- women empowerment. She has
dery was a modern and fresh take done a lot for women in Assam.
for the contemporary bride. She has given 500 women an
Ranging from dark shades of opportunity to work and make
midnight blue and burgundy these wonderful handloom
with silver accents in lehengas pieces. I love bright colours and
with off-shoulder blouses and I see today as the perfect occasion
short jackets, his collection show- to wear it.”
Amrich’s collection
cased draped skirts worn
aimed to create an
with capes and ruffled
immaculate confluorganza shirts with
3TbXV]Ta
ence of shapes,
high-waisted
BP]YdZcP3dccP
fabrics, colours
palazzo pants.
_aTbT]cTSP\Xg^U
and surfaces,
The collecinformed by
tion in shiny
caPSXcX^]P[XchP]S\^STa]
their
rich
silver and gold
bX[W^dTccTb_PXaTSfXcW
repository of
metallic foil
0bbP\TbTbX[Z_a^SdRTS
e n g a g e m e nt
was a perfect
with Indian
mix of glamcWa^dVWR^R^^]b^UP
handloom and
our with tradi_PacXRd[Pa[X]TPVT^U
craft traditions.
tional silhouf^a\bU^d]SX]cWT
The exquisite
ettes. The crystal
bcPcT
hand-loomed and
tassel collection
hand-crafted natural
was inspired from the
textiles were specially
magnificent Indian jewel
tones. Emerald green, ruby red developed in different parts of the
and sapphire blue in teardrop and country in khadi cotton, wool,
triangular crystals were used cre- silks and silk blends.
They focussed on a fun take
atively in three dimensional
embellishment which was worn at mixing and matching or unwith dramatic and draped skirts. matching of sheer and opaque
Designer Sanjukta Dutta through different textiles and
showcased her new collection fabric construction in the line.
Morom. It was an eclectic mix of They used thick khadi cotton yarn
traditional design in modern sil- woven with desi tussar silk on an
houette, pared down in the choic- open weave to create translucent
est of characteristic Assamese fabrics whilst also making use of
Silk, which is locally produced by the khadi yarns to play with
getting cocoons of a particular checks and stripes. A newness
lineage of worms found only in a was created in the shibori patterns
single village in Assam. Inspired by way of introducing interesting
by the butterfly and natural flora fabric manipulations in the
of the state, her range comprised process. Through hand-embroiof Mekhala Chador, the tradition- deries with threadwork and beads
al sari of Assam. The beauty of the and hand-made metal sequins,
designs was how she has used the they added an element of interage-old silk and created modern est to the elegant textiles. With
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bold shades of black, red, blue and
green, the colour palette was subdued.
The collection, by channelising
the timeless elegance of the handmade into garments that are versatile, modern and evocative, was a
celebration of the juxtaposition of
multiplicities and its exciting offshoots.
Designer Charu Parashar presented her collection titled Avant
Gardiste, which was inspired by the
Chintz floral Calico textiles of 19th
century. She cleverly brought the
concept and transformed it totally
on a deep luxurious background of
colours, creating a stunning AW’19
look. The collection featured ageold techniques of hand embroidery
and Indian handlooms fabrics to
create prêt and diffusion look.
With floral and Chintz prints, she
re-invented the old silhouettes to
create a new look. Through navy
blue, red and sea green, her colour
palette included all shades of dark.
Known for her nature-inspired
designs, her collections stood for
high quality of craftsmanship and
innovation of Indian ethnic luxury. Keeping the Indian sensibility in
mind, her designs yet gave a global vibe.
With this collection, she continues to work towards a more sustainable fashion future, keeping the old
art and techniques of block printing alive. The designs were all
made with sustainable fabric such
as khadi silk, raw silk, satin silk, silk
velvet, georgettes, and organza.
There were a range of clothes
including Indian waistcoats, drape
dhoti’s, jackets, skirts, capes, offering a fine balance between the simple styles with few details, in which
the colours like navy blue, red and
sea green alone create the expression and other well- known styles
that are rich details.
This year she also showcased
her first ever menswear look.
Designer Dolly J brought a
hyper feminine collection injected
with loud, saturated, pop colours
like mint green and candy pink.
The collection’s seductive appeal
was offset by the 70s’ florals, pleated skirts and big fur sleeves. Bows
and pleated frills formed an integral
part of her red carpet-worthy,
evening ensembles.
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ou don’t have to be from the
industry to be good enough
for a leading role material,”
believes actress Shraddha
Srinath who is gearing up for
her Bollywood debut with Tigmanshu
Dhulia’s venture, Milan Talkies.
The actress never planned to get into
the film industry, however, she feels that
she was destined to be a part of it.
She says, “I was someone who didn’t even know how to put a lipstick, I
didn’t own a single one at that time. And
this was when I was working as a lawyer.
From there to now, it has been a lot of
learning with each day.”
She says that It’s like always looking
out for yourself because there’s nobody
to tell you — do this or don’t do that,
however there will be 100 of people
instructing you that you should behave
like this but at the end of the day how
you take your decision, or what you
think is right, is all what matters. “It’s like
owning your business and handling it.
I’m a business woman and I’m handling
Shraddha Srinath enterprises,” she adds.
The actress who gained wide acclaim
for her role in the Kannada psychological thriller U Turn, says that the transition into acting from the world of law
might seem drastic, but she believes it
is a composition of her talent, luck and
destiny.
Incidentally, Milan Talkies is her first
full-fledged romantic drama in her
career. She describes it as a very filmy
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film. “As Bollywood as it can get. This
will also show a different side of me to
the audience who have only seen me in
serious roles,” she says.
Talking about how she grabbed the
role in the film, she tells us, “When I
spoke to Tigmanshu, he asked me to
enact a scene and send him my audition
video. I couldn’t believe that it was actually happening. I’ve been a huge fan of
his work right from the time I saw
Haasil. It was a matter of five minutes,

he called me and said you’re on. And I
was so excited.”
With increasing competition in
Bollywood, Shraddha doesn’t feel insecure at all. She says, “I’m not here to be
a part of the race. I am in no rush. I will
do the best that I can. And whoever see’s
the potential in me may call me. I am
actually quite happily busy in the south.”
It has been quite the transition for
the actress with a new industry. But the
actress is quite comfortable in

Bollywood as she didn’t feel there
was much of a change between
the two industries. She explains,
“Honestly, There’s no such difference, language is the only obvious
difference. And they also vary in
scale and but apparently not in content. Bollywood’s reach is much
higher. But I must say each industry is equally professional. It
depends on the director or the producer. So who’s heading the team
matters the most. Industry really
doesn’t matter at all. But I feel fortunate enough to work here because
several people aspire to be a part of
this industry, and I have achieved it.”
Shraddha who also stars in the
Tamil remake of Pink, says that
interestingly she hasn’t even
watched the film yet. “Before I got
selected for the film, every time
when the topic would pop up, I say
that I haven’t watched it. People
were like you must watch it... And
when I was finally the cast, they
were like ‘ab toh’ you have to watch
it. So I told them ‘ab toh I am definitely not going to watch it.’”
The actress is playing the role which
Taapsee (Pannu) originally played. She
says, “Taapsee has done an excellent job
but while I shoot my part I don’t want
to remember her performance. Now that
I’m done with my part for the film. I am
eager to watch it.”
?W^c^)?P]ZPY:d\Pa
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he national award-winning screenwriter Juhi
Chaturvedi who penned the story of one of the
celebrated films like Vicky Donor says that
writing is a time-consuming process and pressure of
delivering quantity affects the quality.
During an interactive session at the 20th edition
of Ficci Frames, the global media and entertainment
conclave highlighting one of the problems writers
are facing these days, Juhi said, “Writing process
takes a lot of time. Purely for financial reasons, writers sign multiple projects taking the signing amounts
to run their houses.”
“The dagger is then on their head. In the
process, the quality suffers. It would be great if a
good lump sum is given for those one or two projects that a writer sign in one year,” said the writer
who delivered some of the acclaimed films like Piku
and October and also wrote the story of forthcoming
film The Sky Is Pink featuring Priyanka Chopra.
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oe Wright set out to explore the
man behind the myth in his film,
Darkest Hour, with Gar y
Oldman delivering a tour-de-force
performance as Winston Churchill.
One of the most important
figures of the 20th centur y,
Churchill is hailed around the
world as one of the heroes of the
Second World War. The film is a
remarkable, true story of Churchill’s
first days as Prime Minister of
Britain when the country stood
alone as Nazi Germany swept all
before it across Europe. It focuses
on a pivotal moment in world history, in May 1940, when the Nazis
have conquered Europe and British
forces have retreated to Dunkirk
where 3,00,000 of its soldiers are
stranded on the beaches.
Oldman plays Churchill and
Kristen Scott Thomas is his muchadored wife, Clementine. Lily James
is Elizabeth, Churchill’s secretary.
Wright has long admired Oldman
but admits that at first, the actor was
a little wary of taking on the role.
“When I was a kid growing up
in London in the ‘80s, ‘90s, Gary
was the man. He was the actor who,
as soon as I knew he was making a
film, I’d go and rush out and see it,
because he would always surprise,”
he says.
“His imagination was so extraordinary, and his skill at realising his
imagination was so exacting that
you knew you were in for something very special. The interesting
thing about Gary is that he, like
Churchill, is filled with self-doubt.
He didn’t know that he could do it,
which I find amazing, really. I
went to LA to meet him. We discussed who we thought Churchill
was and might be in our movie, and
we were just quite quiet. There was
none of that bravado, or sort of
comparing the length of our swords;
it was about a sort of, ‘Okay, shall
we take this leap together?’”
Excerpts:
What was it like taking Darkest
Hour to Telluride and Toronto
International Film Festival

J

(TIFF)?
I’d never been to Telluride, and
it is a kind of heaven for filmmakers. There’s no press, no publicity,
no red carpets and no competition.
It’s one high street with various
sports halls and about seven of
them turned into cinemas. You get
the grand masters like Werner
Herzog and Francis Coppola, all the
way down to first time short filmmakers and student filmmakers
and so on, and everyone in
between. There’s a completely egalitarian atmosphere. Everyone goes
for like five days and you watch all
the films, and you all talk to each
other. It was like being, finally, sort
of allowed in to this cineaste camp
where everyone just got to talk
about and love and appreciate each
other’s work.
The response to Darkest Hour
there was tremendous. It was really great. Suddenly we kind of went,
‘Ooh, this is fun. People seem to be
getting this.’ So, on the back of that,
we rode into Toronto and again the
response was wonderful. When I
made Pride & Prejudice and
Atonement, someone said to me, ‘It
won’t always be like this. You
should enjoy it!’ I thought to myself
with the arrogance of youth, ‘Oh yes
it will. It will for me.’ And I was
wrong. There have been some films
that have been really well received
and others that haven’t, and so now
to be with a film that seems to be
getting a lot of fantastic responses,
I can view it with a kind of appropriate amount of enjoyment, distance, and boundaries.
Did the script come to you fully
formed?
Not fully formed. It came to me
and it had the inherent structure. I
was surprised by how much it
made me laugh at the beginning,
and I was surprised by how moved
I was at the end. But with all my
films I try and make sure that there
are never goodies and baddies,
because that’s not really how I see
the world around me. I think that

spent a lot of time working together with Kazuhiro (Tsuji), the prosthetics guy, and so that was a long
and delicate process. And then
Gary would prepare in his studio at
home, and would send me recordings. We’d discuss inflection and
he’d say, ‘I think I’ve got this just
about right, and this isn’t quite
right.’ We talked about humour a lot
and the right energy. We started by
talking about how he breathed and
getting his breathing right, and then
we started talking about how he
walked and what kind of walk he
might have, and we built the character very slowly like that.

we’re all fairly ambivalent and
flawed and also we all have amazing qualities about us, and I tried to
bring a bit more of that to the
screenplay.
I tried to make sure that
Halifax’s argument was as persuasive as possible, because I really
wanted to pull the audience’s allegiances one way and the other. At
a certain point they’d be thinking,
‘well absolutely, Halifax is right. The
priority is to save lives, and the way
to do that is to sign a deal with
Hitler.’ Then we’d pull back the
other way and have to think about
what one would sacrifice for one’s
principles, and the responsibility of
taking those decisions. Inherent in
that seemed to be the drama.
Did this process change your view
of Churchill?
Yeah, very much. I grew up
with Churchill the icon, standing up
there on his plinth in Parliament
Square, untouchable, and therefore
un-relatable, really. What I wanted
to do was take him down from that
plinth and meet him face to face
and explore him as a human being,

with his flaws, his bad decisions –
of which there were many – and
then how those flaws became the
attributes that led us to our most
heroic moment. I was really interested in those ideas. I was really
interested in finding someone who
was dynamic and had this amazing
energy, and I was really interested
in finding someone who had a lot
of self-doubt. I relate to that, and I
think that any wisdom must come
through self-doubt, and what we
want in our leaders is wisdom. I
think he was really able to mine
that. I want my leader to question
everything, especially themselves.
You show him as a very eccentric
man in many ways, like holding
meetings in his bedroom when
he’s still in his bathrobe. Did
those bathrobe meetings really
happen?
Yeah, that’s what he did! That’s
what he was like. Obviously there
had to be a lot of research about the
political machinations, and so on,
but there was also a kind of people’s
history going on, written by those
that worked closest with him,

including his secretaries and his driver and all of those kind of people.
Those I found to be often the most
telling in terms of the intimate portrait of the man.
Did you involve the Churchill
family in your process?
Yeah, the family have been
involved right the way through
from the beginning. That was very
important to myself and also to
Anthony (McCarten) and Eric
Fellner, and they’ve been huge supporters of the movie.
I read that you’ve always been a
big fan of Gary’s. Is that true?
Yeah, when I was a kid growing up in London in the ‘80s, ‘90s,
Gary was the man. And he kind of
still is the man, really. He was the
actor who, as soon as I knew he was
making a film, I’d go and rush out
and see it, because he would always
surprise. His imagination was so
extraordinary, and his skill at realising his imagination was so exacting that you knew you were in for
something very, very special.

So how did you approach this with
him? Was he hesitant?
He was a bit hesitant about taking this on. The interesting thing
about Gary is that he, like Churchill,
is filled with self-doubt. He didn’t
know that he could do it, which I
find amazing, really. At the beginning he was tempted, he wanted it,
he wanted to do it, but he was kind
of scared of it, and my job was to
let him know that I completely, 100
per cent believed that he was capable of doing something really extraordinary with the role.
Do you think there was a turning
point that made him realise he
could do it?
I think just the first time we
met, really. I went over to LA to
meet him and we sat and we talked.
We discussed who we thought
Churchill was and might be in our
movie, and we were just quite
quiet. It was a lovely first meeting.
There was none of that bravado, or
sort of comparing the length of our
swords; it was really about a sort of,
‘Okay, shall we take this leap together?’
Did he talk to you during his
intensive research phase?
Yeah, very much so. I’m always
gratified to hear that all the great
geniuses have to work really hard.
He spent four or five months
preparing for the role, and we

After such an involved process,
how does it feel to see him walking onto set as Churchill on day
one of shooting?
In a way it’s funny, because it’s
been such a slow process up to that
point. I demand rehearsals from all
the actors prior to shooting. I do that
on all my films, which isn’t particularly usual. And in fact, I don’t
think Gary had done it since
Dracula, or something, but I think
he got a lot out of rehearsals,
because it took the pressure off that
first day.
Does the story of Darkest Hour resonate with the world we live in
today?
I think very much so. My job
was to make a film that presented a
set of questions to the audience. It’s
up to them to – and I hope they will
– take those questions and discover the answers that might help us
decipher what is going on in the
world at the moment. It’s not my job
to be didactic, and I try very hard not
to be, but I think there might very
possibly be a crisis of leadership in
the world. So it feels that to make a
film about a leader who, despite his
flaws, despite his mistakes, was governed by a true moral compass and
acted upon principle rather than personality, is really important.
(The film premieres on March 17
at 1 pm on Sony PIX.)
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he Bangladesh cricket team
escaped unhurt and was not
T
even the target but violence has
been specifically directed at
sportspersons in the past, leading
to bloody repercussions. Here is
a look at instances when sport,
often a tool to propagate the idea
of world peace, found itself caught
in the crossfire.

1972 Munich Olympics: The
most gruesome incident of targetted violence against sportsperons
happened on September 5, 1972.
Eleven Israeli athletes and coaches were taken hostage and eventually murdered by terrorists during a 16-hour ordeal, during
which the world was witness to
chilling images of athletes held
captive on gunpoint.
?C8Q 27A8BC27DA27

he Bangladesh cricket
team escaped unhurt
despite being in close
vicinity of a shooting attack on
a mosque here but its ongoing
tour of New Zealand was called
off owing to the "unprecedented act of violence" in which 49
people were killed.
The attack took place on
two mosques in the city and also
injured more than 20 people,
according to the police.
The Bangladesh team,
which was about to enter the
Masjid Al Noor mosque in
Hagley Park to offer prayers,
escaped unscathed but the sit-

T

uation led to the authorities calling off the third and final Test
match starting on Saturday.
The match was the tour finale
for the visitors.
"We are very thankful that
we weren't caught in the crossfire, but what we saw was
straight out of a movie scene.
We could see bloodstained people staggering out of the
mosque," Bangladesh team
manager Khaled Mashud told
reporters.
"Maybe for about eight-ten
minutes, we were all inside the ?aX\T<X]XbcTa9PRX]SP0aSTa]VXeTbP_aTbbR^]UTaT]RTUa^\FT[[X]Vc^]PUcTacWT
0?
bus and were sitting with our bW^^cX]VbPccf^\^b`dTbX]2WaXbcRWdaRW
heads bowed, just in case some- Performance analyst Shrinivas turned-cricket-analyst, was
one fires at us," he added.
Chandrasekeran, a Mumbai- there in the bus at the time of
The team's Indian based computer-engineer- the incident. The side's spin
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Lisbon: 2aXbcXP]^ A^]P[S^ Xb QPRZ ^] ?^acdVP[b ]PcX^]P[
U^^cQP[[cTP\U^acWTUXabccX\TbX]RTcWTF^a[S2d_A^]P[S^
fPbX]R[dSTSX]R^PRW5Ta]P]S^BP]c^bcTP\^]5aXSPhU^a
d_R^\X]V \PcRWTb PVPX]bc DZaPX]T P]S BTaQXP Xcb UXabc
`dP[XUXTabU^acWT4da^_TP]2WP\_X^]bWX_2aXbcXP]^XbcWT
QTbc_[PhTaX]cWTf^a[SfW^XbaTcda]X]Vc^WXbcTP\BP]c^b
bPXS7T\PZTbP]hcTP\QTccTa?^acdVP[fX[[_[PhDZaPX]T
^]<PaRW!!P]SBTaQXP^]<PaRW!$X];XbQ^]
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Shanghai: 8cP[XP] F^a[S 2d_fX]]X]V RP_cPX] 5PQX^
2P]]PePa^ fPb ]P\TS R^PRW ^U 2WX]P ^] 5aXSPh
b_TPaWTPSX]VcWTP\QXcX^dbR^d]cahbPccT\_cbc^QTR^\TP
U^^cQP[[X]V U^aRT Pc [Pbc 8c Xb ]^c X\\TSXPcT[h R[TPa XU cWT
U^a\Ta9deT]cdbP]SATP[<PSaXSbcPafX[[[TPScWTcTP\^]
P cT\_^aPah ^a _Ta\P]T]c QPbXb CWT #$hTPa^[S U^a\Ta
STUT]STafX[[R^\QX]TcWTY^QfXcWQTX]VR^PRW^U2WX]TbT
Bd_Ta;TPVdT2B;VXP]cb6dP]ViW^d4eTaVaP]ST\PZX]V
WX\ ^]T ^U cWT \^bc _^fTaUd[ UXVdaTb X] 2WX]TbT U^^cQP[[
WXbc^ah7TcPZTbcWT_^bcePRPcTSX]9P]dPahQhWXb\T]c^a
P]S R^\_PcaX^c <PaRT[[^ ;X__X d]STa fW^\ 2P]]PePa^
[XUcTScWTF^a[S2d_X]!%
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4XVWc_[PhTabfTaTaTRP[[TSc^cWTb`dPSfXcW=PePbBTaVX
6^\Ti 9dP] 1Ta]Pc 5PQXP] AdXi 3P]X ?PaTY^ BTaVX^
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cW^bTc^\Xbb^dcfTaT8bR^fW^fX[[QTW^_X]VU^a\^aT
VP\Tb d]STa ]Tf ATP[ <PSaXS R^PRW IX]TSX]T IXSP]T Pb
fT[[Pb0c[TcXR^<PSaXS_PXaBPd[P]S:^ZTB_PX]_[Phcf^
`dP[XUXTabU^acWT4da^_TP]2WP\_X^]bWX_b[PcTacWXb\^]cW
CWTh PaT Pc W^\T c^ =^afPh ^] <PaRW !" QTU^aT _[PhX]V
PfPhX]<P[cP^]<PaRW!%
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1987 New Zealand tour of Sri
Lanka (cricket): It was to be a
three-Test tour but New Zealand
abandoned it after just the first
match when a bomb planted by
separatists exploded near the
team hotel in Colombo, killing
113 civilians.
2002 New Zealand tour of
Pakistan (cricket): New Zealand's
cricket team was touring Pakistan
in 2002 when a bomb went off
outside their hotel, killing 12
people. The players were
unscathed but the Black Caps'
Board decided to call back the
team. A year before this, New
Zealand were on their way to
Pakistan for a series before heading back midway owing to the
September 11 terror attack in the
USA. The series was eventually
abandoned.
2009 Sri Lanka tour of
Pakistan (cricket): The Sri
Lankan team was on its way to
play what was to be the third day
of the second Test against Pakistan
at the Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore.
The team bus was, however, intercepted by at least a dozen terror-

consultant Sunil Joshi, also an
Indian, was however at the
team hotel.
"We couldn't react initially.
In such a horror situation, your
brain automatically freezes as
you are terrified. That's exactly
what happened to all of us,"
Chandrasekaran, who has been
with the team for the past one
year said.
On being contacted, Joshi
said, "I am safe, I will be back in
India on Wednesday next week.
I cannot talk on the incident
right now."
New Zealand Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern said
the incident marked "one of
New Zealand's darkest days"

ists who fired at the bus, resulting
in injuries to six Sri Lankan players and the death of the bus driver. Six policemen died protecting
the players while two civillians
were also killed. The Lankan
team returned home and Pakistan
has not hosted an international
match since then.

2010 African Nations Cup
Football Tournament: Togo's
national football side was travelling through the Angolan
province of Cabinda for the
African Nations Cup when the
team bus came under gun fire
from separatists. The side's assistant manager and media officer
were killed in the attack.

"It is clear that this can now
only be described as a terrorist
attack," Ardern said.
Bangladesh's senior opener
Tamim Iqbal said it was a frightening experience for the team.
"...Please keep us in your
prayers," he tweeted.
Ardern issued a strong
statement condemning the
attack.
"This is significant and I can
tell you now this is and will be
one of New Zealand's darkest
days. I would describe it as an
unprecedented act of violence,
an act that has absolutely no
place in New Zealand. This is
not who we are," she said.
The players were initially
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barred from leaving the bus but,
after several minutes, disembarked and made their way
through to the Hagley Park
ground. They later went back to
the hotel.
The bus carried 17 members of the team with Liton Das,
Nayeem Hasam and spin bowling consultant Joshi staying
back at the hotel.
Mashud said the players are
bound to be affected after
escaping death by a whisker.
"It is natural to be affected.
When you see something like a
terror attack in front of you, and
you see blood spilled in front of
you, this will affect any human
being. It wouldn't have

occurred to us then that we
would be safe later. Some of the
boys inside the bus were crying
as well, because they were all
worried about how to get out of
there."
The International Cricket
Council (ICC) said it "fully supports" the cancellation of the
third Test.
"Our thoughts and sincere
condolences go out to the families and friends of those affected by this horrendous incident
in Christchurch. Both teams,
staff and match officials are safe
and the ICC fully supports the
decision to cancel the Test
match," ICC Chief Executive
David Richardson said.
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f Leander Paes can win Grand
Slams at 42, I can at least play
some cricket at 36," India cricketer S Sreesanth said after the
Supreme Court set aside the life
ban imposed on him by the BCCI
for his alleged involvement in the
2013 IPL spot-fixing scandal.
Sreesanth, along with
Mumbai spinner Ankit Chavan
and Haryana's Ajit Chandila,
were suspended for life by a
BCCI disciplinary committee in
2013, a decision that the player
had challenged in court.
Speaking after a favourable
verdict by the apex court on
Friday, a relieved Sreesanth said:
"I don't know what life has in store
for me after all these years. It's six
years and I haven't played cricket, which was my life."
"I hope that the BCCI respects
the verdict of the country's highest court and allows me to at least
get back to the cricket field. I hope
that at least now I can walk to a
school cricket ground and train
there without being told that I am
not allowed. I just want to play
whatever cricket I can," said
Sreesanth, who has been a part of
the 2007 World T20 and 2011
ODI World Cup winning squads.
But age is not something that
he feels will be a factor in trying
to make a comeback to competitive cricket.
"Your age is as much as you
feel. I would again like to play club
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he Supreme Court on Friday
set aside the BCCI's disciplinary committee's order imposing
a life ban on former Indian cricketer S Sreesanth for his alleged
involvement in the 2013 IPL
spot-fixing scandal.
A bench comprising justices
Ashok Bhushan and K M Joseph
said the disciplinary committee of
the Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) may reconsider
within three months the quantum
of punishment to be given to
Sreesanth.
The bench made it clear that
Sreesanth will get the opportunity of being heard by the committee on the quantum of the punishment.
The apex court also said that
its verdict shall have no effect on
the criminal proceedings pending
against the former cricketer in the
Delhi High Court, where the
Delhi Police has challenged a trial
court's order discharging all
accused, including Sreesanth, in
the IPL spot-fixing case.
The bench passed this order
on Sreesanth's plea challenging
the decision of a division bench
of the Kerala High Court which
had restored the life ban imposed
on him by the BCCI.

T
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cricket in Scotland. I wanted to
play last year but didn't get permission. I can't play club cricket
in England at the moment as I
have not played first-class cricket for six years now," said
Sreesanth, who has represented
the country in 27 Tests, 53 ODIs
and 10 T20 Internationals, respectively.
Sreesanth said in his "dark
days", it was the unshakeable
faith of his parents, wife
Bhuvaneshwari, in-laws and his
loyal fans that kept him going.
"I want to thank my in-laws,
the Shekhawats. They trusted me
and let their daughter marry me
when the whole world didn't
trust me. My parents have gone
through a lot during all these
years. Trust me it wasn't that easy
all these years," said Sreesanth,
who is still in touch with some of

?C8

his Indian teammates.
"Yes, I do get calls or whatsapp
messages from some of them.
Bhajju paa (Harbhajan Singh)
has spoken to me, Viru bhai
(Virender Sehwag), Suresh
(Raina) have kept in touch. I keep
speaking to Robin (Uthappa)
who is a dear friend," he said.
Once considered the enfant
terrible of Indian cricket with serious attitude issues, for the past few
years, the song that would infuse
life in him is 'Rise Up' composed
by Swedish DJ Yves 'Larock'
Cheminade.
For Sreesanth, the moto of life
is
"Rise up!
Don't fall down again
Rise up
Long time I broke the chains
I try to fly a while so high
Direction - sky".
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he life ban on S Sreesanth
will be discussed when the
T
Committee of Administrators
running Indian cricket meets
next after the Supreme Court
asked the BCCI to reconsider
the punishment handed to the
pacer for his alleged involvement in the 2013 IPL spot-fixing scandal.
A bench said the BCCI's
disciplinary committee may
reconsider, within three months,
the quantum of punishment to
be given to Sreesanth.
The bench made it clear
that the 36-year-old must be
heard by the committee on the
quantum of the punishment.
"Yes, I have heard about the
Supreme Court order. We will
need to get the copy of the order.
We will definitely take up the
issue at the COA meeting,"
COA chief Vinod Rai said.
The COA is scheduled to
meet on March 18 to discuss the
anti-doping policy of the Board
with the International Cricket
Council officials. The issue of
Sreesanth's ban might come up
among the COA on that day.
BCCI now has a new
ombudsman in Justice (Retd )

DK Jain and amicus curiae PS
Narsimha, it is expected that the
decision will be fast-tracked.
BCCI acting president CK
Khanna made it clear that it will
be completely COA's call as the
onus is on it to implement the
apex court's order.
"This is a Supreme Court
order and obviously a call needs
to be taken. I am confident that
the issue will come up for serious deliberation at the next
COA meeting. As far as
Sreesanth being brought back to
mainstream cricket, I have no
comment to make," Khanna
said.
Former BCCI vice-president and Kerala CA senior official TC Matthew, someone who
has seen Sreesanth as a youngster, "welcomed the verdict".
"I am very happy for
Sreesanth. He has lost six most
precious years of his life. I don't
think even if the ban is lifted he
can play first-class cricket.
"But obviously if the BCCI
lifts his ban after the SC verdict,
he can have an alternate career
in cricket, whatever that is. He
can be a coach, mentor, may be
take up professional umpiring,
play club cricket in England,"
Matthew said.

Mumbai: 0[[ \T\QTab ^U <d\QPXb bT]X^a bT[TRcX^]
R^\\XccTTWPeTaTbXV]TSXcfPb[TPa]cPUTfW^dabQTU^aT
cWT<20PSW^RR^\\XccTT\Tc^]5aXSPhCWTR^\\XccTT
fPb WTPSTS Qh U^a\Ta 8]SXP _PRTa 0YXc 0VPaZPa P]S P[b^
R^\_aXbTSU^a\Ta8]SXPb_X]]Ta=X[TbW:d[ZPa]XBd]X[<^aT
P]S APeX CWPZZPa 0[[ cWT U^da \T\QTab WPS bT]c X] cWTXa
aTbXV]PcX^]bX]cWTPUcTa]^^]^]5aXSPhPRR^aSX]Vc^<20
b^daRTb8]RXST]cP[[hcWTbT[TRc^abWPeTaTbXV]TSPSPhPUcTa
cWT R^]R[dbX^] ^U cWT S^\TbcXR bTPb^] PUcTa cWT BhTS
<dbWcP`0[XC!Ca^_WhT]STS^]CWdabSPh]XVWcX]8]S^aT
CWTbT[TRc^abfTaTd]STa_aTbbdaTPUcTaPB_TRXP[6T]TaP[
<TTcX]V^UcWT<20\T\QTad]XcbWPS_PbbTSPaTb^[dcX^]
c^bPRZcWT\

&KHQ<XIHL6KL<XTLWRVWDUWDVWRSVHHGVLQ,QGLD2SHQ

<DAC067B585CHC>;85C8A4;0=3

?C8Q =4F34;78
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ewly-crowned All England
Open champion Chen Yufei
N
and defending men's singles
champion Shi Yuqi have been
given the top billing at the
Yonex Sunrise India Open
which begins at the Indira
Gandhi Stadium here on March
26.
After eight successful years
at the Siri Fort Sports Complex,
this time the $ 350, 000 tournament will not only have a brandnew address but is also set to
welcome the biggest ever
Chinese Contingent.
Having upset World No 1
Tai Tzu Ying in the final of the
All England Open last week,
World No 2 Yufei will command
a lot of attention as she battles
it out with India's very best at

this premier World Tour Super
500 event.
The main draw of women's
singles has as many as six
Chinese shuttlers, with World
No 7 He Bingjiao and World No
14 Han Yue receiving the third
and seventh seeding respectively.
Former champion and 2012
Olympic gold medallist Li
Xuerui makes her return while
Chen Xiaoxin and Cai Yanyan
are the other Chinese in the
draw.
The Indian challenge will be
spearheaded by second seed
and 2017 winner PV Sindhu and
two-time champion Saina
Nehwal, seeded fifth this time.
Shi Yuqi, whose All England
title defence ended in the semifinals to Viktor Axelsen, will
hope to rebound at the India

HdUTX2WT]_[PhbWTabU\PcRWPVPX]bc>ZdWPaP 0?

Open.
The World No 2 Chinese,
who begins his challenge
against compatriot Huang
Yuxiang, could meet his
countryman Zhou Zeqi in the
quarter-finals. World No 19
Lu Guangzu and the 37th
ranked Zhao Junpeng will
clash in yet another thrilling
all-Chinese face-off.
The highly popular
Viktor Axelsen, second seed
this time and winner in 2017,
will look to continue the fireworks after reaching the final
of the All England Open.
India has handsome representation in the men's singles section with six shuttlers
vying for the title. While
2015 champion Kidambi
Srikanth has been seeded
third, BWF World Tour Finals

semi-finalist Sameer Verma is
the fifth seed.
Sai Praneeth, HS
Prannoy, Parupalli Kashyap,
Subhankar Dey will carry
the home hopes as well.
The third-seeded men's'
doubles pair of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty will begin their 2019
season at the India Open
amid a lot of expectations.
Former National Champions
Manu Attri and Sumeeth
Reddy are the only other
Indian pair to have been
seeded at sixth.
2018
World
Championships quarterfinalists
Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Ashwini
Ponnappa are the eighth
seeds in the mixed doubles
draw, which is led by the

Chinese pair of Wang Yilyu
and Huang Dongping, the
2018 BWF World Tour Finals
champions.
Pranaav Jerry Chopra
and Sikki Reddy are unseeded and could face the fourth
seeds Hafiz Faizal and Gloria
Emanuelle Widjaja in the
second round.
Commonwealth Games
Bronze medallist combine of
Reddy and Ponnappa will
look to pull off an upset
over the sixth seeds Li
Wenmei and Zheng Yu in the
women's doubles.
Indian shuttlers failed to
perform as according to
expectations in recently concluded
All
England
Championship and will be
eager to make a mark in front
of home fans.
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rsenal will take on Napoli in
the pick of the ties in the
A
quarter-finals of this season's fol-

?XTaaT4\TaXRZ]TcbQaPRTPb0abT]P[^eTaR^\TUXabc[TVSTUXRXcc^QTPcAT]]TbP]SPSeP]RTX]c^4da^_P`dPacTab
05?Q ;>=3>=

ierre-Emerick Aubameyang
spearheaded Arsenal's revival by
scoring twice in a 3-0 win over
Rennes to reach the Europa League
quarter-finals 4-3 on aggregate, as
Chelsea and Napoli also booked a lasteight spot on Thursday.
The Gunners cancelled out their 31 deficit from last week's first leg in
France inside 15 minutes as
Aubameyang swept home from
close range before teeing up
Maitland-Niles to head home.
However, Rennes had cause
to complain as Aubameyang
should have been flagged offside
before the second goal.
With VAR not in use for
the Europa League unlike the
Champions League, there was no
recourse for Rennes and the Ligue 1
side will also reflect on missed opportunities after the break as a historic
European run came to an end.
M'Baye Niang struck the post and
Sead Kolasinac's last-ditch tackle denied
Ismaila Sarr before the Bosnian wingback crossed for Aubameyang to give
Arsenal breathing space.
Winning the Europa League also
offers Arsenal and Chelsea the safety
net of Champions League qualification

P

should they fail to make the top four
in the Premier League.
Chelsea also cruised into the last
eight with greater ease.
After a 3-0 victory in last week's last
16, first leg at Stamford Bridge, Chelsea
were even more dominant in Kiev as
Olivier Giroud scored his first hat-trick
for the club.
Giroud netted a first-half double,
before Marcos Alonso slid home a third
on the stroke of half-time. He completed his hat-trick before teenage
winger Callum Hudson-Odoi
rounded off the scoring.
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Five-time
winners Sevilla
were beaten 4-3
after extra time to
lose a thrilling tie
against Slavia Prague 6-5
on aggregate.
Twice the Spanish
side came from behind
to take the tie to extra
time thanks to goals from
Wissam Ben Yedder and
Munir El-Haddadi.
However, after Franco Vazquez
had given Sevilla a 3-2 lead on the
night, Slavia hit back and Ibrahim
Traore's winner a minute from time
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sealed a famous win for
the Czechs.
Napoli wrapped up a
4-3 aggregate victory over
last season's semi-finalists
Salzburg despite a 3-1 second-leg loss in Austria.
Another Serie A giant
fell, though, as the highlyrated Luka Jovic scored the only
goal of the night and the tie as
Eintracht Frankfurt beat Inter
Milan at the San Siro.
Russian outfit Krasnodar suffered heartbreak as Goncalo
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UEFA also drew the semifinals on Friday, meaning the
winners of the Barcelona v
United will face either Liverpool
or Porto in the last four.
Jurgen Klopp's side, fresh
from knocking out Bayern
Munich in the last 16, will be
confident of beating the
Portuguese champions after
defeating them 5-0 on aggregate
in the last 16 on their way to the

ewis Hamilton made a mockery of his
L
claim that Ferrari would be half-a-second quicker at the Australian Grand Prix
by easily clocking the fastest times in the
season's opening practice runs on Friday.
The Briton led a Mercedes one-two in
the second session as he powered round
Melbourne's Albert Park circuit under
clear skies with a best of one minute 22.600
seconds.
It bettered his pace-setting 1:23.599 in
the opening practice as he kick-started his
bid for a sixth world title.
Valtteri Bottas was second (1:22.648)
with Red Bull's Max Verstappen third
(1:23.400), marginally ahead of impressive
new teammate Pierre Gasly, who was promoted this year from Toro Rosso.
Sebastian Vettel, who has won in
Melbourne for the past two years, could
only manage fifth, nearly a second adrift of

anchester United will face
M
Barcelona
in
the
Champions League quarterfinals while Manchester City
and Tottenham Hotspur clash
in an all-Premier League tie following Friday's draw.
Liverpool were
drawn to play FC
Porto in the knockout
rounds for the second year in succession, as Ajax's reward for
eliminating the holders
Real Madrid is a two-legged
tie against Cristiano Ronaldo
and Juventus.
English hopes are high that
this could be their year in
Europe's elite club competition
after all four of their representatives made it through to the
last eight.
However, Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer's United will have
their work cut out if they are to
go any further as they take
on the Barcelona of Lionel
Messi in the headline tie.
For Solskjaer, the second leg will bring back
memories of the 1999
final, when the
Norwegian came off
the bench to score a stoppage-time winner for United
against Bayern Munich at
Barcelona's Camp Nou stadium.
With City and United not
allowed to play their home leg
in the same week, United will
entertain the leaders of La Liga
at Old Trafford on April 9 or 10,
with the return a week later.
The last time the Premier
League had four teams in the
quarter-finals, in 2008/09,
Barcelona beat the Old Trafford
side 2-0 in the final in Rome.
The clubs clashed again in the
final at Wembley in 2011, with
Barca winning 3-1 on that occasion.
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final last season.
Liverpool will host twotime European Cup winners
Porto at Anfield in the first leg
before heading to the Estadio do
Dragao in the return on April
16 or 17.
There is guaranteed to be
one English team in the
semi-finals after Tottenham
and City were paired
together, with the first leg
to be played in
London.
With
Pep
Guardiola's team top of
the Premier League, 13 points
ahead of Spurs in third, City will
be the favourites to advance to
their first semi-final since 2016.
City have also won their last
three meetings with Mauricio
Pochettino's team.
The draw means there will
be three clashes between the
sides in 10 days — they are also
due to meet in the Premier
League at the Etihad Stadium
on April 20.
The winner of that tie will
host either Ajax or Juventus in
the first leg of the semi-finals.
The latter tie is a repeat of
the 1996 final, which the Italian
club won on penalties against an
Ajax team who had won the trophy the previous year.
Juventus have lost five finals
since then but are hoping
Ronaldo can fire them to glory
this season after his hat-trick
knocked out Atletico Madrid on
Tuesday.
That result ended Atletico's
dreams of reaching the final,
which will be played at their
Wanda Metropolitano stadium
on Saturday, June 1.

arch-rival Hamilton, while Ferrari partner
Charles Leclerc struggled to ninth, straddling the kerb and spinning as he pushed
hard late in the day.
The man Leclerc replaced, Finnish former world champion Kimi Raikkonen,
pushed his Alfa Romeo — formerly Sauber
— into sixth.
The Renaults of Nico Hulkenberg and
Daniel Ricciardo were sixth and seventh
respectively.
"I have a positive buzz from driving the
car today — this is what I love doing. The
car feels like it's in a similar place to where
it was in Barcelona, which is positive coming to a different track," said Hamilton.
"We got through our programme really well, there were no issues on track.
There's plenty of stuff that we can improve
on, but this was not a bad start."
Hamilton is gunning for a third world
crown in a row to close in on Michael
Schumacher's all-time record of seven.
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Guedes scored a dramatic injury-time
equaliser to send Valencia through 32 on aggregate after a 1-1 second-leg
draw.
Spanish sides have dominated this
competition in recent years and despite
Sevilla's defeat will have two representatives in the last eight as Villarreal beat
Zenit St Petersburg 2-1 to seal a
resounding 5-2 aggregate victory.
Benfica, runners-up in 2013 and
2014, were also taken to extra-time by
Dinamo Zagreb but eventually overturned a 1-0 firs leg deficit with a 3-0
win in Lisbon.

lowing Friday's draw, as Chelsea
were paired with outsiders Slavia
Prague.
Unai Emery's team will host
Napoli at the Emirates Stadium
in the first leg on April 11, with
the return in Italy a week later.
It is a tough draw for the
Gunners, with Carlo Ancelotti's
Napoli currently second in Serie
A — they were eliminated from
the Champions League in the
group stage despite beating
Liverpool at home and drawing
twice with Paris Saint-Germain.
The winners of that tie will
go on to a semi-final against the
winners of an all-Spanish quarter-final between local rivals
Valencia and Villarreal.
Both La Liga sides defeated
Russian opposition in the last 16.
Emery and Ancelotti are
both former PSG coaches, but
the latter may have wished for
a match-up with another of his
old sides, Chelsea.
Instead, the west London
club will face Slavia, heading to
the capital of the Czech Republic
for the first leg on April 11.
Chelsea, winners of the
Europa League in 2013, will
fancy their chances of advancing, although they would be wise
to beware a Slavia side who are
top of the Czech league and
knocked out Sevilla in the last
16.
The winners of that tie will
go through to a semi-final
against either Benfica or dark
horses Eintracht Frankfurt.
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Benfica, who dropped out
of this season's Champions
League at the group stage, lost
to Chelsea in the 2013 Europa
League final and were then
beaten by Sevilla on penalties in
the final a year later.
Eintracht are a dangerous
prospect, and the only German
survivor in any European competition this season.
This year's Europa League
final will be held in Baku,
Azerbaijan, on May 29. The
winners will secure passage to
next season's Champions
League group stage.
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anchester City will be
banned by FIFA from makM
ing signings in the next two
transfer windows after they
broke rules related to the protection of youth players and thirdparty ownership, according to a
report in the Sun newspaper.
The club are already being
investigated by the Football
Association and Premier League
over allegations related to youth
transfers and financial fair play
rules.
European football's governing body UEFA is also looking
into potential breaches of financial fair play, an investigation that
could result in City being banned
from the Champions League.
A transfer ban for the
Premier League champions
would come less than a month
after Chelsea were hit with the
same sanction for 29 breaches of
article 19 of FIFA's regulations on
the transfer and status of players.
The west London club have
already lodged an appeal against
that punishment but were told by
world governing body FIFA last
week that the sanction would not
be frozen while the case is being
reviewed, as Chelsea had hoped.
FIFA has been investigating
City's international transfers for
several years, although the club
were cleared of breaking the

rules when they signed
Benjamin Garre from Velez
Sarsfield in 2016 just after the
Argentine midfielder's 16th
birthday.
According to the Sun report,
FIFA believes City have crossed
the line, though, in regards to
their relationship with FC
Nordsjaelland and the Right To
Dream football academy in
Ghana that is also owned by the
Danish side's president, Tom
Vernon.
Last year, two players from
the academy, Sierra Leone's
George Davies and Ghanaian
Dominic Oduro, told Danish
newspaper Jyllands-Posten that

they signed for City and played
in youth matches before they
turned 18.
Both have since left City —
Davies now plays in Latvia and
Oduro in the United States —
but FIFA has been investigating
their time with the English club.
City have welcomed the
UEFA investigation into allegations that the club tried to circumvent financial fair play regulations, and Blues boss Pep
Guardiola said on the issue last
week: "I said last season I trust a
lot what the club has done
because I know them. Hopefully
they can solve it as soon as possible."
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orld number seven Dominic
Thiem reached an ATP
Indian Wells Masters semi-final
showdown with Milos Raonic
without hitting a ball on Thursday
as injured Gael Monfils withdrew.
France's Monfils, ranked 19th
in the world, pulled out shortly
before his scheduled quarter-final
against Thiem with left Achilles
tendon trouble.
Oft-injured Monfils said he'd
felt discomfort in his ankle for a
couple of days and had been
receiving treatment, but the pain
was worse after his fourth-round
win over Philipp Kohlschreiber on
Wednesday night.
He said an ultrasound exam
confirmed severe inflammation,
and he wasn't yet sure if it would
prevent him from playing the
upcoming Miami Masters.
Thiem is through to the semifinals at Indian Wells for the first
time, having reached the quarters
once before in 2017.
Meanwhile in the other quarterfinal Raonic ended the dream
run of lucky loser Miomir
Kecmanovic, beating the 19-yearold Serbian 6-3, 6-4.
Raonic, ranked 14th in the
world, fired 13 aces and broke
Kecmanovic once in each set to
keep his bid to better his 2016 runner-up finish on track.

esurgent Swiss Belinda Bencic toppled
another top-10 player on Thursday,
R
downing fifth-ranked Karolina Pliskova to

W

set up an Indian Wells WTA final against
Angelique Kerber.
Bencic, a former world number seven
whose ranking slumped as injuries stalled
her career, showed no sign of a let-down
after her fourth-round victory over world
number one and defending champion
Naomi Osaka, out-lasted Czech Pliskova 63, 4-6, 6-3.
She stretched her WTA match winning
streak to 12 — six of those wins
coming against top-10 players with
No 8 Kerber coming up.
Germany's Kerber defeated
seven-time Grand Slam champion
Venus Williams 7-6 (7/3), 6-3.
"Of course I'm very confident,"
said Bencic, who rose to 23 in the
world with her first WTA title in four years
at Dubai last month and will crack the top
10 by virtue of reaching the semis here.
"I'm not putting pressure on myself even
now," the 22-year-old said. "I'm just playing.
The less I think on the court the better it is.
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Kecmanovic, who failed to
make it through qualifying but
gained entry to the main draw
when fifth-seeded Kevin
Anderson withdrew, was the first
lucky loser to reach the quarterfinals at Indian Wells since the

tournament served as the inaugural ATP Masters 1000 in 1990.
Roger Federer and Rafael
Nadal will be vying to set up a
blockbuster semi-final when the
play in the other two quarter-finals
on Friday.

Reigning Wimbledon champion Kerber
reached the Indian Wells semi-finals for the
third time with her win over Williams in a
battle of former world number ones.
Kerber dominated the tiebreaker to
grab a hard-fought first set that featured four
breaks of serve.
She had to fight for the lone break of
the second set as Williams saved four break
points to hold for 2-2 and saved four more

in the sixth game before Kerber finally converted one for a 4-2 lead that would stand
up the rest of the way.
Williams never got her big serve going,
producing just one ace. The 38-year-old veteran did her best to catch Kerber out with
crafty changes of pace, but the German was
able to adjust.
"I think every body saw that Venus is
really a player with a lot of experience,"
Kerber said. "She played really tricky — in
the good way — it was really hard for me
to play my game.
Friday night's other semi-final had
already been set with 18-year-old Canadian
wildcard Bianca Andreescu due to take on
world number six Elina Svitolina of
Ukraine.

