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Nirav Modi, the main
accused in the $2 billion

PNB scam case, has been
arrested in London where a
court on Wednesday remand-
ed the fugitive diamantaire in
custody till March 29, saying
there are “substantial grounds”
to believe that he would fail to
surrender if granted bail.

“Nirav Deepak Modi, 48,
was arrested on behalf of the
Indian Authorities on Tuesday
in Holborn,” the Metropolitan
Police said in a statement.

Meanwhile, India on
Thursday welcomed the arrest
of Nirav, and said it was
engaged with the UK for his
extradition at the earliest.
“Government of India contin-
ues to actively follow up this
matter with the authorities
concerned in the UK, with a
view to have Nirav Modi extra-
dited to India at the earliest,"
said Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) Spokesperson
Raveesh Kumar. 

Nirav’s arrest came days
after a London court issued an
arrest warrant against him in
response to a request by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
for his extradition in a money
laundering case.

Nirav was produced before
the Westminster Magistrates’
Court on Wednesday, where he
contested his extradition to
India.

District Judge Marie
Mallon, presiding over the
hearing, said that she was not
inclined to accept Nirav’s bail

plea due the “high value
amount” attached to the alle-
gations against him and that he
would have “every incentive” to
evade surrendering before the
court.

There are substantial
grounds to believe that you
would fail to surrender before
the court if bail were to be
granted,” the judge noted.

Nirav, dressed in a plain
white shirt and trousers,
appeared in the dock where he
spoke only to confirm his
name and also to formally
decline consent to be extradit-

ed to India.
The Crown Prosecution

Service (CPS), representing
the Indian authorities in court,
told the court that Nirav was
wanted in India for fraud and
money laundering amounting
to the tune of $2 billion.

Under UK domestic law,
the CPS said he is liable on
charges of conspiracy to fraud,
which has a maximum jail
term of seven years, and con-
spiracy to conceal, which could
result in anywhere between
seven, 10 years and life in jail.

“We do object to bail
because there are substantial
grounds to believe the request-
ed person (Nirav) would fail to
surrender,” said Barrister
Jonathan Swain, appearing for
the CPS and on behalf of the
Indian Government.

Nirav’s legal team was
headed by Barrister George
Hepburne-Scott, and his solic-
itor, Anand Doobay, is the
same legal expert hired by for-
mer Kingfisher Airlines boss
Vijay Mallya in his extradition
proceedings against India in
the UK courts.

Nirav’s team made their
case for bail, offering 5,00,000
pounds as security and an
offer to adhere to “stringent”
conditions.

“He strongly contests all
the allegations and is prepared
with comprehensive arguments
to support his case...His legal
team has had months contact
with the extradition squad and
expressed his willingness to
cooperate,” Hepburne-Scott
said.

It emerged in court that
Niravwas arrested from a
Metro Bank branch in London
by uniformed officers on
Tuesday, when he went there to
open a new bank account.

A bank clerk alerted
Scotland Yard as a result of the
“high publicity” surrounding
the case and Metropolitan
Police officers arrived to exe-
cute the arrest. This overrode
a previous arrangement made
between Scotland Yard’s extra-
dition unit and Nirav’s lawyers
for him to surrender “by
appointment” at a London
police station on Monday,
something his legal team
blamed on the “nature of pub-
licity” surrounding the case.

The location of the arrest
indicates that Nirav, wanted in
India in connection with the
�13,500 crore Punjab National
Bank scam case, was arrested
from where he is believed to
have been living in a plush
apartment in Centre Point in
the West End.

It also emerged in court
that Niravwas in possession of
at least three passports, all
since revoked by India.

The court was told that
Modi arrived in London in
January last year before any of
the allegations emerged and has
maintained a very “visible”
presence in the country and
offered to cooperate with the
UK authorities since his arrival. 

Nirav is currently
employed by Diamond
Holdings Ltd in London for a
monthly salary of 20,000
pounds and pays his council

tax regularly, his lawyers
stressed in support of his
defence.

In New Delhi, ED sources
said they expect a “faster”
process of extradition in Nirav’s
case, as compared to Mallya, as
this is a instance of “clear
defraud” of bank loan money.
Unlike Mallya, who was grant-
ed immediate bail on his arrest
on an extradition warrant in
April 2017 on fraud and money
laundering charges, Nirav’s
case will now take a slightly dif-
ferent course as he remains in
custody while court proceed-
ings take place.

UK Home Secretary Sajid
Javid had certified India’s extra-
dition request for Nirav earli-
er this month, triggering the
legal process in the courts,
which led to the issuance of a
warrant last week.

News of the certification of
India’s request came just as
Niravwas tracked down to a
three-bedroom flat in the
Centre Point tower block of
luxury apartments in the West
End of London.

Nirav is one of India’s rich-
est men, worth an estimated
$1.75 billion, according to
Forbes. He launched his own
eponymous brand in 2010 and
he soon had stores across India,
as well as in New York, London
and Hong Kong. His diamond-
encrusted designs were worn
by Hollywood stars like Kate
Winslet, Rosie Huntington-
Whiteley and Naomi Watts,
while Priyanka Chopra-Jonas
appeared in advertisements for
the brand.
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Stitching up electoral
alliances across the country,

the BJP on Wednesday
finalised its seat-sharing deal in
Kerala, tying up with the BDJS
and the Kerala Congress for the
Lok Sabha polls. The BJP will
field candidates in 14 seats,
while the Bharat Dharma Jana
Sena (BDJS) will contest five
seats and PC Thomas-led
Kerala Congress one, said BJP
national general secretary
Muralidhar Rao.

Announcing the seat-shar-
ing pact, Rao said the BJP-led
NDA is getting support from all
sections in Kerala. The three
parties have also finalised the
seats they want to contest, the
BJP leader said.

Sources said former
Mizoram Governor
Kummanam Rajasekharan is
likely to be BJP’s candidate

from Thiruvananthapuram
against Congress’ Shashi
Tharoor. BDJS chief Thushar
Vellapally is likely to be candi-
date from Thrissur, they said. 

Kerala has 20 Lok Sabha
seats and the State will go to
poll on April 23.

The BJP is aiming to open
its account in the state, where
its ideological mentor, the RSS,
has a significant presence.

In the State polls of 2016,
the BJP made inroads in parts
of Kerala, which has alterna-
tively been ruled by the
CPI(M)-led LDF and the
Congress-led UDF. 

The BJP has already tied-
up with the AIADMK in Tamil
Nadu, where the party would
contest five Lok Sabha seats.

Meanwhile, continuing its
unfinished task of finalising the
Lok Sabha list of candidates, the
BJP Central Election
Committee (CEC) again met
on Wednesday and scrutinized
the list of candidates for Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal. 

According to party sources
privy to the deliberation on
nominations, the names a
major chunk of candidates,
particularly those contesting in
the first phase, would be out
only on March 22 evening. 
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Aspecial court here on
Wednesday acquitted

Swami Aseemanand and three
others in the Samjhauta train
blast case that left 68 people,
mostly Pakistanis, dead in
2007.

“All the four accused, Naba
Kumar Sarkar, alias Swami
Aseemanand, Lokesh Sharma,
Kamal Chauhan and Rajinder
Chaudhary have been acquit-
ted by the court,” NIA counsel
Rajan Malhotra said.

The blast in the India-
Pakistan train took place near
Panipat on February 18, 2007,
when it was on its way to Attari
in Amritsar, the last station on
the Indian side.

Before pronouncing the
verdict, NIA special judge
Jagdeep Singh dismissed the
plea filed by a Pakistani woman

for examining some eyewit-
nesses from her country. “The
court ruled that the plea of the
Pakistani woman was devoid of
any merit,” Malhotra said.

The blast had ripped apart
two coaches of the cross-bor-
der train. The Haryana police
registered a case, but the probe
was handed over to the
National Investigation Agency
in July 2010.

The NIA filed a charge
sheet in July 2011 against eight
persons for their alleged roles
in the terror attack.

Of the eight, Swami
Aseemanand, Lokesh Sharma,
Kamal Chauhan and Rajinder
Chaudhary appeared before
the court and faced trial.

Sunil Joshi, the alleged
mastermind of the attack, was
shot dead near his home in
Madhya Pradesh’s Dewas dis-
trict in December 2007.
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Goa Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant on Wednesday

proved the majority of his BJP-
led Government in the
Assembly, comfortably win-
ning a floor test in the House.

When Deputy Speaker
Michael Lobo asked for divi-
sion of votes, 20 MLAs sup-
ported the confidence motion
in the two-day old
Government, while 15 legisla-
tors opposed it.

The effective strength of
the 40-member Assembly is
now 36, after death of two
members and resignation by
two others.

The change in leadership in
the coastal State was necessi-
tated due to the death of then
Chief Minister Manohar
Parrikar on Sunday.

After winning the floor
test, Sawant appealed to House
members to “be positive”, echo-
ing a message given by Parrikar
earlier.

The special Assembly ses-
sion was convened by
Governor Mridula Sinha to
conduct the floor test, after
Sawant, who was earlier speak-
er of the Assembly, 
was sworn in as the Chief
Minister in the wee hours of
Tuesday.
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With its operating fleet
down to under forty air-

craft, its pilots threatening to go
on strike from April 1 and its
supposed white knight now
wanting out, aviation industry
experts were predicting that Jet
Airways was reaching the end
of the road. 

However, the biggest lender
to Jet Airways, the state-owned
State Bank of India (SBI) on
Wednesday made it very clear
that bankruptcy for the airline
was the “last option”. SBI chair-
man Rajnish Kumar said that it
was in everyone’s interest that
the airline keeps flying and that
talks with Abu Dhabi’s Etihad
Airline are ongoing even
though the UAE airline offered
to sell its shares to Indian

banks to just �150 per share,
after having acquired them for
�750. It is not clear how the
banks will manage this, but
sources say that the there will
be an insistence that Jet Airways
chairman Naresh Goyal, who
has held on to his position
doggedly, will be asked to go
and a new professional man-
agement will be brought in. 

The banks are also not
keen on moving Jet Airways
under the bankruptcy code as
that will mean further disrup-

tion, with the airline having to
surrender almost all its leased
aircraft. Currently, Jet Airways
owns only nine of the aircraft
it is operation, with the remain-
der of its fleet leased. With
lessors repossessing aircraft on
an almost daily basis, the airline
on Wednesday axed several
new services, stopping several
domestic and international
routes and almost all flights
from Delhi. 

However, the time to save
Jet Airways might be coming to
a close with talk of some of the
leasing companies offering
some of Jet’s grounded aircraft
to rival SpiceJet Airlines which
itself has suffered a grounding
of its Boeing 737 Max aircraft
after two fatal incidents involv-
ing that particular model in
Ethiopia and Indonesia.
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The Delhi Police has made
elaborate arrangements to

ensure nothing untoward hap-
pens in the national Capital
during the Holi celebrations.
According to a senior Delhi
Police official, around 35,000
personnel backed up by 33
companies will be patrolling
the city roads to ensure a safe
and secure Holi. 

“These measures have been
put in place as there are certain
intercepts about forces inimi-
cal to the society may try to
indulge in criminal activities to
disrupt the celebrations,” the
official said. The Delhi Police
has also made elaborate
arrangements in and around
university campuses to ensure

safety and security of people
during the festival on Thursday,
officials said on Wednesday. 

Apart from deploying
almost half of its force, Delhi
Traffic Police has advised par-

ents not to allow their minor
children to drive vehicles.

In its advisory, the Delhi
Police has also appealed to all
motorists to avoid traffic vio-
lations, especially drunken dri-
ving. “All motorists are advised
to obey traffic rules and regu-
lations and follow the direc-
tions of the traffic policemen
on duty for their safety as well
as the safety of other road
users,” it said.

The Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) and the
Delhi Transport Corporation
(DTC) have issued advisory. As
per DMRC, the Metro opera-
tions and services will be closed
on Thursday till 2.30 pm on all
lines, including the Airport
Expressway. The Metro feeder
bus services will also be not

available till 2 pm on Holi. 
The Delhi Traffic Police

teams with alcometers have
been deployed at major inter-
sections and vulnerable points
to detect and prosecute traffic
violators, police said. 

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Southwest) Devender
Arya said where women per-
sonnel have been 
deployed along with male
policemen to ensure women
can easily approach them. Arya
said patrolling has been
stepped up in the South
Campus area and two special
pickets have been placed out-
side Moti Lal Nehru College
and the main entrance 
of South Campus while an
extra van has been patrolling
the area. 
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Worried over the poll out-
come in Jammu &

Kashmir, former alliance part-
ners — Congress and the
National Conference — on
Wednesday brokered a “poll
deal” to ensure victory of their
“joint” candidates “by hook or
by crook” in the LS polls.

Addressing a joint Press
conference, Farooq Abdullah
told reporters, “National
Conference will contest all
three Lok Sabha seats from
Kashmir Valley... We are com-
ing together to defeat our rival
parties by hook or by crook.” 

The ice was broken after
hectic parleys at the residence
of National Conference chief
Farooq Abdullah in Jammu.

The Congress team was led
by Ghulam Nabi Azad, Ambika
Soni, JKPCC chief GA Mir and
former Minister Rigzin Zora
while senior National Confe-
rence leaders Mohd Shafti Uri,
Devender Singh Rana and
Nasir Aslam Wani accompa-
nied Abdullah during the final
round of discussions.

However, in order to
strengthen the secular front in
the State the alliance partners
will enter into a “friendly con-
test” on two Lok Sabha seats of
Baramulla and Anantnag.

Detailed report on Page 7
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The CBI on Wednesday
arrested the Executive

Director (Finance) of the
Airports Authority of India
(AAI) for demanding a bribe
from the owner of a Chennai-
based airport ground handling
company.

Ravichandran’s arrest came
soon after the CBI registered an
FIR against him on Wednesday.
Ravichandran was demanding
a bribe of �4 lakh for each allot-
ted tenders with respect to
ground handling contracts to
the Chennai-based firm Bright
Shine Services for ‘D’ category
airports.

Owner of Bright Shine
Services V Venkatesh
approached the CBI with a
complaint on March 16, saying
he did not wish to pay bribe
and sought legal action against
the AAI official who had
demanded the bribe from him,
according to the complaint
which is now part of the FIR. 

Based on his complaint, the
CBI conducted verification
from March 16 to March 19
and gathered sufficient elec-
tronic evidence. The CBI laid
a trap on Wednesday morning
when the alleged bribe was to
be paid to Ravichandran. The
agency nabbed the officer red-
handed while receiving ���2
lakh as bribe, sources said. 
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New Delhi: The Enforcement
Directorate will sell 173 paint-
ings and 11 vehicles “benefi-
cially owned” by Nirav Modi,
prime accused in the �14,000-
crore PNB credit fraud case,
after the agency obtained per-
mission from a special PMLA
court in Mumbai on
Wednesday. PNS
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Pointing out that Opposition
was insulting him for pre-

fixing “chowkidar” in his name,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Wednesday likened it to
“naamdaars” (dynastic lead-
ers) defaming “kaamdaars”
(those risen in lives by hard
work) and asserted “these are
the same people who are draw-
ing sympathetic chord in
Pakistan.”

With chowkidar being the
buzzword this election, Modi
on Wednesday held an inter-
action with security guards
across the country on the eve
of Holi and in an apparent ref-
erence to Congress president
Rahul Gandhi, he said, “I want
to apologise as some people in
last few months for their vest-
ed interests have run a disin-
formation campaign against
‘chowkidars’. It is unfortunate
that language of these people
has hurt you.” 

At the same time, he said
maximum languages across
the world have understood the
word “chowkidar”. It seems as
if they all have accepted it in
their vocabulary, he main-
tained. 

The Prime Minister said,
“Today chowkidar has become
a good substitute of “deskh

bhakti and respect”. 
Hitting out at the Congress

while answering a question on
the Pulwama terror attack in
Kashmir, Modi said armed
forces bombed Pakistan but
“people are feeling hurt.” He
said in Pakistan’s television
and Parliament was echoing
and reflecting Indian
Opposition leaders’ views
(aired by them) in the post-
Indian Air Force strike across
the borders. “This is strange…
vaar Pakistan par aur bimaar
Hindustan” (Pakistan is hit
and hurt but Indians are turn-
ing sick),” he said adding
“country will not forget and for-
give these people”.

Congress and other
Opposition parties had ques-
tioned the effectiveness of IAF
airstrike in Balakot, Pakistan,
and sought the Modi
Government to give evidence

of real damage. Islamabad had
said that barring a few trees no
damage was caused by the
Indian strike.

Modi said all Indians
should be proud of their armed
forces who have given a fitting
reply to Pakistan but
Opposition “is supporting
tukde-tukde gang”.

Prime Minister who took
some questions said make your
children doctor or engineers
but keep alive chowkidar.
“Desh ka chowkidar zinda
rehna chahiye”, Modi said
rhetorically. 

“Main Bhi Chowkidar” slo-
gan is a part of BJP’s campaign
strategy which BJP is seeking to
intensify as the Congress pres-
ident has sought to deflate it by
saying “chowkidar chor hain”
by referring to the controver-
sial Rafale fighter-jet deal with
France.
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Fixing a month’s deadline, the
National Green Tribunal’s

(NGT) monitoring commit-
tee on Wednesday directed the
Punjab Government to effec-
tively check the menace of
river pollution in a time-bound
manner.

The Committee, headed
by Justice (retired) Pritam Pal,
pointed out that it would
undertake on-the-spot inspec-
tion at vulnerable points to
evaluate the progress in this
regard after one month.

Besides, the Committee
specifically directed the officers
of nodal departments to ensure
timely implementation of the
action plan, while categorical-
ly making it clear that no lax-
ity would be tolerated at any
cost.

Justice Pal emphasised that
there would be ‘zero tolerance’
against pollution and polluters
and the officers concerned
must keep a close vigil at each
and every ‘entry and exit’ point
from where the untreated efflu-
ent was being flown into main
rivers.

He clearly stated that strict
action would be initiated
against the violators as per the
provisions of water and air pol-
lution acts as a deterrent for
others. The Committee also
appealed the people to extend
fulsome support and coopera-
tion to the Punjab Government
to stamp out pollution from the
state.

Likewise, the Committee
also solicited assistance and
participation of various social,
religious, voluntary and non-
governmental organizations
for this noble cause.

Justice Pal, presiding over
first meeting of the committee
organised by Punjab
Directorate of Environment
and Climate Change to review
the progress of implementation
of action plans for river Beas
and Sutlej, underscored the
need to launch coordinated and
concerted efforts against water
pollution especially in the
catchment areas of these rivers
in the state.

The Committee, along
with the officers of Local
Government, Environment and
Pollution Control Board, would

visit all the spots affected by
pollution from ‘origin to tails’
after one month to inspect the
progress in this regard.

Stressing the need to keep
24X7 surveillance over the pol-
lution scenario in river Beas,
Sutlej especially in the catch-
ment areas of Budda Nullah in
Ludhiana and Kali Bein in
Jalandhar, due to unchecked
flow of untreated effluents in
terms of industrial and chem-
ical waste, he said that this had
resulted in alarming situation
turning into health and envi-
ronment hazardous especially

in Malwa belt of the state.
On the issue of operation

and maintenance of STPs and
CETPs, the Committee
observed that there should be
dedicated funds in the urban
local bodies for such works, so
that the mechanism of treating
water could not be affected.

The state Environment and
Climate Change (Principal
Secretary) Rakesh Verma
informed that the Department
had chalked out a comprehen-
sive plan for rivers namely
Beas, Sutlej and Ghaggar
besides plan for clean air. 
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Around 95 percent of the total aspiring teachers in Haryana
have failed to qualify the Haryana Teacher Eligibility Test

(HTET) conducted by the Haryana Board of School Education
(HBSE).

The exams were held on January 5-6 in the state.
A total of 3,32,366 candidates had appeared in all the three

categories of HTET. The test was conducted under three differ-
ent categories—level 1 (primary teacher), level 2 (trained grad-
uate teacher-TGT) and level 3 (post graduate teacher—PGT).

Only 14,934 candidates out of the total 3,32,366 have been
declared successful in the results declared on Wednesday. Among
the applicants, 2,31,885 were female, of which 8,766 (3.8%) cleared
the examination, while of the 1,0,0478 male candidates, 6,168
(6.1%) declared successful.  Three transgender candidates
failed to clear the test.

Giving details of the result, HBSE chairperson Jagbir Singh
on Wednesday said that the level-3 test had the lowest pass per-
centage of 2.55 percent, while the success rate in the level-1 and
level-2 exams was 5.71 percent and 4.78 percent, respectively. 
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After at least 24 patients suffered severe
eye infection allegedly due to botched

cataract surgeries at the Lok Nayak Jai
Prakash Narayan Civil Hospital here, the
patients have been referred for specialised
eye care  at Post Graduate Institute of
Medical Education & Research(PGIMER)
in Chandigarh.

The Kurukshetra district health
authorities have suspended eye surgeries
at the hospital till Friday. The patients who
were operated upon at the hospital over
the past three weeks have been referred
to PGIMER. The PGIMER said its
Advanced Eye Centre (AEC) received 24
patients of post cataract surgery endoph-
thalmitis, an inflammation of the interi-
or of the eye, in last couple of weeks.  "At

AEC, PGIMER, till now 19 patients have
been operated... All the patients are doing
well on topical and systemic antibiotics.
Their vision is gradually improving. None
of the patient has complete loss of vision. 

Eleven patients have been discharged
and advised regular follow up," it said in
a statement. On Wednesday, a team of
doctors led by Director Health Services,
Haryana, Dr Arshudeen visited the hos-
pital to investigate the cases. Civil Surgeon
Dr Sukhbir Singh said an investigation was
on to ascertain the cause of the infection
and fix responsibility.

A senior eye surgeon had performed
around 100 cataract surgeries between
February 27 and March 11, he said.
Singh said as many as 24 patients report-
ed back with complaints of irritation.
Samples of tools, chemicals, medicines,

roof and floor of the operation theatre
have been taken to ascertain the cause of
the infection, he said.

Medical Superintendent of the hos-
pital, Dr Manjit Singh said a team com-
prising of doctors Ranju Soni and Mezpal
have been sent to the PGIMER on
Wednesday to assess the situation and fur-
ther recommend to the state government
to either pay the medical bills of such
patients directly to the institute or reim-
burse them. "We will examine all patients
who underwent surgeries at the LNJP-
NCH over the past one month to ensure
that no case of infection goes untreated,"
he said.

Dr Anita Goyal, who performed
some of the surgeries at the hospital, said
the infection might have been caused due
to tools or fluids used in the surgeries.
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SAD’s Bathinda MP and the
Union Minister Harsimrat

Kaur Badal on Wednesday
said that the open parleys
between the Congress and
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
proved that AAP was
Congress’ B-team, and the lat-
ter was trying to stitch up a
“disparate” coalition as it did
not have the courage to go to
the people alone after reneging
on each and every promise
made to them.

“Congress is not only hold-
ing talks with AAP for a for-
mal alliance in Punjab for the
forthcoming parliamentary
elections but was also in an
informal alliance with the so-
called Taksalis and Sukhpal

Khaira’s rebel AAP faction,”
said Harsimrat.

She said that all this was a
sign of desperation as the
Congress realised that the peo-
ple will take it to task in the
forthcoming elections. “That is
why, it is holding talks with
AAP and fronting the Taksalis
to target the panthic vote bank.
These tactics won’t succeed.
The panth has seen through
the Congress game plan and
will never reward those who
rolled tanks into Sri Darbar
Sahab or killed thousands of
Sikhs in Delhi,” she said.

Speaking about AAP,
Harsimrat said that the party’s
graph had gone down so dras-
tically that it was now reduced
to begging the Congress party
to concede three seats or even
just one seat of Sangrur for its
state convenor Bhagwant
Mann. “AAP chief Arvind
Kejriwal also seemed to have
lost all his past bravado and is
now begging the Congress for
an alliance in Delhi, Haryana
and Punjab,” she said.

She said that it was for the
people to decide between the
resolute leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
the SAD-BJP alliance on one
side versus a corruption-rid-
den non-performing Congress
Government in Punjab accom-
panied by trouble makers and
spoilsports like AAP.

����� ������'���

To ensure maximum participation of
voters from Punjab during 2019 Lok

Sabha elections, the office of the state
Chief Electoral Officer is sensitizing the
masses through ‘Systematic Voter
Education and Voter Participation’
(SVEEP).

“The main aim of SVEEP is to gen-
erate awareness among all sections of the

society about exercising their democra-
tic right to vote,” said Punjab CEO Dr S
Karuna Raju on Wednesday.

He said that the Election Commission
of India commenced the SVEEP initia-
tive at the national level in 2010. “SVEEP’s
main aim is to enrol each eligible citizen
as voter and afterwards encourage every
enrolled voter to cast his or her vote.
Another aim of the initiative is to propel
ethical voting and emphasize the impor-

tance of free and fair elections besides
making people aware regarding EVM-
VVPAT set up and various apps such as
Voter Helpline, C-Vigil and PwD,” he said.

Elaborating about the initiatives
undertaken by ECI to simplify the voting
process, the CEO said that such initiatives
include online registration through web
portal — www.nvsp.in — and mobile app
— Voter Helpline app,Toll Free Helpline
Number 1950, verification through SMS

and mobile app for the persons with dis-
abilities.

He said that in order to facilitate the
Persons With Disabilities (PwD) voters,
a state-level workshop was also held
recently by Additional CEO Kavita Singh
in which the District Nodal Officers for
PwD voters along with two experts of sign
language and Braille from each district
were trained to spread information
amongst persons with disabilities.

����� ������'���

With an aim to ensure
migrant labourers work-

ing in state get their votes made,
Punjab Labour Department on
Wednesday decided to appoint
nodal officers in each district.

The decision was taken
during a meeting held under the
chairmanship of the state Chief
Electoral Officer S Karuna Raju
and Principal Secretary
(Labour) S Venkatrathnam with
the Assistant Labour
Commissioners.

Raju said that in a democ-
racy, every individual had a
defined role and hence it was
imperative that each eligible
voter had their vote made.
“There is a huge number of
migrant population in Punjab
and most of them had been
living here without their vot-
ing cards. This makes it essen-
tial for them to be included in
the democratic system,” he
added.

Most of them employed in
construction sector, industri-
al units or at kilns stay here
with their families and they
have not got their votes made
yet, he pointed.

����������9����
�,$0+�>$�,

Eyeing to win all 10 Lok
Sabha seats in Haryana, the

Bharatiya Janata Party has
chalked out a micro-level elec-
toral management strategy, aim-
ing to make inroads in the tra-
ditional bastions of Congress
and Indian National Lok Dal.

Ahead of the polling day on
May 12 in Haryana, the saffron
party has planned to contact
each voter of the state at least
three times through its cam-
paign.

To connect with every voter
at the booth level, the BJP is in
the process of appointing over
lakhs of party workers or vol-
unteers as “panna pramukh”
(page incharge), who will be
relying on good old door-to-
door campaign in Haryana.

Just like in other states, the
state BJP is following the pyra-
midal structure to reach out to
the 1.73 crore voters including
93.06 lakh males and 80.48
females in Haryana.

The panna pramukhs, who
are likely to be appointed by
March 22 will be given a single
page of voter list which includes
a maximum of 50 voters and a
responsibility to connect with
these voters, atleast thrice before

the polling day.
The strategy will be imple-

mented in all Lok Sabha con-
stituencies but the BJP will be
especially focusing on three
seats including Hisar, Sirsa and
Rohtak, where the party had
failed to win in 2014 general
elections.

As part of its mirco-man-
agement plan, the state BJP unit
had in the past appointed booth
incharges and Shakti Kendras to
reach out to the voters through
various campaigns.

The panna pramukhs will
report to the booth incharge,
who in turn will be answerable
to their respective Shakti
Kendras (incharge of 5-7 polling
booths).The Shakti Kendras are
accountable to block incharges,
who works under the district
presidents in the state.

While lakhs of panna pra-
mukhs will fan out in every
assembly segment that falls
under the Lok Sabha con-
stituency, the party office-bear-
ers will be part of other cam-
paigning methods to woo the
voters and leaving nothing to
chance.

The saffron party has
already set up its control room
for Lok Sabha polls in Rohtak.
All poll related activities will be
coordinated and monitored

from this control room. Apart
from this, 20 people each have
been appointed at state as well
as district level to oversee the
election related activities.

The party has also launched
the digital outreach programmes
through Facebook, Twitter and
Whatsapp and also prepared
booklets and pamphlets for
offline campaigns.

Notably, the BJP had in
2014 general elections contest-
ed eight seats out of 10 and left
Hisar and Sirsa to its alliance
partner at that time, Haryana
Janhit Congress (HJC) of former
CM Bhajan Lal’s son Kuldeep
Bishnoi.

While the HJC had lost
both seats to the INLD, the BJP
had won seven seats, losing the
Rohtak seat to Deepender
Hooda of the Congress. Two
seats of Hissar and Sirsa were
won by INLD’s Dushyant
Chautala and Charanjit Singh
respectively.

Rohtak, which was the epi-
centre of the 2016 violent Jat
agitation, is considered a
stronghold of former Chief
Minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda.  On the other hand,
Sirsa and Hisar are considered
stronghold of Indian National
Lok Dal, main opposition party
in Haryana.

On party’s election strategy
for Lok Sabha polls, Haryana
BJP president Subhash Barala
while talking to The Pioneer
said, “We have drawn up a
micro-management election
strategy this time. Panna pra-
mukhs are being appointed at
booth level in the state and will
reach out to each voter of
Haryana ahead of the polling
day.”

He said that the panna pra-
mukh is the first point of con-
tact for voters under the BJP’s
election management strategy.

“They will stay in touch
with the voters on their lists and
motivate them to support BJP in
the polls. We have set a target to
reach out to each voter atleast
thrice before the voting day in
Haryana through panna pra-
mukhs,” Barala said.

The party is focusing on
Hisar, Rohtak and Sirsa seats and
we are confident to win all 10
seats in polls, he added.

Since the month of
February, the BJP is going all out
to connect with the voters and
had earlier launched “Mera
Parivar, BJP Parivar”, “Kamal
Jyoti Vikas Abhiyan”, carried out
motorcycle yatras, held Youth
Parliament and intellectual
meetings in all 10 Lok Sabha
constituencies in Haryana. 
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Facing googlies over his
friendship with Pakistan

Prime Minister Imran Khan,
Punjab Cabinet Minister Navjot
Singh Sidhu on Wednesday
once again silenced his critics by
scoring another point over his
rivals with the neighbouring
country agreeing to the
Congress’ firebrand leader’s pro-
posal for preserving the land
around Kartarpur Sahib corri-
dor.

Two months after Sidhu
had written a letter to his
“friend” Imran Khan urging
him to “preserve” the agriculture
fields where Sikhs’ first master,
Guru Nanak Dev, used to till “in
the same sanctity”, the Pakistan
Government has announced
that there would be “no tam-
pering with the fields of Guru
Nanak Dev” during the con-
struction of corridor for
Kartarpur Sahib.

Pakistan’s Information and
Broadcasting Minister Fawad
Chaudhary, following the meet-
ing to review the progress on
Kartarpur corridor construc-
tion work held on Tuesday
under the chairmanship of

Prime Minister Imran Khan,
informed about the decision
saying that the Sidhu’s demand
has been accepted.

“The Government will not
construct buildings on a piece of
30 acres land which was used by
Baba Guru Nanak for cultiva-
tion, out of his respect. The
request for keeping this area pre-
served was made by former
Indian cricketer and politician
Navjot Singh Sidhu in a letter to
Government of Pakistan,”
Chaudhary quoted as saying in
the Pak newspapers.

Sidhu’s letter, he had written
on January 20 to Pak Prime
Minister, was reportedly dis-
cussed during the meeting.

In a historic decision, India
and Pakistan agreed to open up
a special border crossing linking
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in
Pakistan’s Kartarpur — the final
resting place of Guru Nanak
Dev, with Dera Baba Nanak
shrine in India’s Gurdaspur dis-
trict.

Kartarpur Sahib is located in
Pakistan’s Narowal district across
the Ravi river about four kilo-
metres from the Dera Baba
Nanak shrine. Gurdwara
Kartarpur Sahib, the first

Gurdwara, was established by
Guru Nanak Dev in 1522, where
he is said to have died.

The corridor would facilitate
visit of pilgrims to Gurdwara
Darbar Sahib in Kartarpur from
the Indian side. The authorities
of both the countries are cur-
rently holding meetings and
working out the modalities.

Sidhu, in his letter, had
requested that the “old pristine
landscape and terrain of the area
should not be disfigured in the
name of commercialization and
tourist comforts”.

“In 104 acres of land, walk-
ing trails could be developed for
people to walk along fields once
tilled by Baba Nanak and now
preserved in the same sanctity,”
he demanded in the letter.

Sidhu had come out with
concrete suggestions for pre-
serving the “past” in and around
the corridor to Pakistan, sug-
gesting a pathway to Kartarpur
Sahib gurudwara with artefacts
abetting it.

Sidhu, writing separate let-
ters to the Prime Ministers of
both India Narendra Modi and
Pakistan Imran Khan, opined
against constructing of con-
crete structures on both sides at

Kartarpur Sahib and Dera Baba
Nanak, while allowing “only
foot movement” through the
corridor with exemption only
for elderly, disabled or sick
devotees.

Suggesting to regulate pil-
grims’ movement, Sidhu under-
lined, “We must move primar-
ily on foot with an exception
only for elderly, disabled or
sick, along with providing acces-
sible amenities such as toilets.
Personal transport should be
eschewed at all costs. In 104
acres of land, walking trails
could be developed for people to
walk along fields once tilled by
Baba Nanak and now preserved
in the same sanctity.”

Giving a slew of suggestions
in his letters “to preserve the
sanctity of Kartarpur Sahib and
Dera Baba Nanak Gurudwara
Sahib”, Sidhu urged that the reli-
gious sites of Sikhs’ first master
Guru Nanak Dev should be
declared as “Heritage Villages”.

Punjab Minister suggested
that the local lands should be
used for organic cultivation of
food crops to be served in the
langar (community kitchen) to
the devotees in both the
Gurdwaras.

he also suggested to encour-
age local and traditional artefacts
by allowing them for sale in the
local bazars around the area.
“We can turn away from any
form of shopping complexes that
sell fast food or utilise plastic
wares and we can welcome folk
art and the music of Rabbi’s and
folklorists,” he suggested.

Pointing that “Baba Nanak's
corridor opens the way to a
sacred pilgrimage and we have
a duty to devote ourselves to its
future as well as its past”, Sidhu
insisted upon both the heads of
the states that “we must plan and
carefully execute waste dispos-
al. Garbage from the use of plas-
tic bags, bottles, styrofoam and
packaged foods has no place”.

Sidhu’s letters had come
after the US businessmen
Jasdeep Singh Jassi had visited
Nankana Sahib in Pakistan and
announced to develop religious
tourism in Nankana Sahib and
Kartarpur Sahib by way of con-
structing hotels and raising
other tourism infrastructure.

“Sustainable use of water
from the well that Baba Nanak
may have used and keeping the
land covered by forest intact will
serve as a symbol for the world,

in rightful agricultural prac-
tices and living in oneness with
mother nature,” he added.

He added that the new facil-
ities for religious tourists should
not interfere with current aes-
thetics, and must be eco-friend-
ly; their architecture aligned to
Guru period, located outside
and at a considerable distance
from current premises.

Notably, Pakistan’s Punjab
Assembly member and Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) leader Momina
Waheed from Sialkot had also
submitted a resolution in the
Punjab Assembly demanding
‘no construction zone’ around
the Sikh shrine. 
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Asign-language mobile
application for hearing-

impaired voters of Punjab will
be developed to help them take
informed decisions in the gen-
eral election, state Chief
Electoral Officer S Karuna Raju
said.

The office of the Punjab
CEO has called for expression
of interest for development of

the application. It has also pro-
posed video-calling facility for
the speech/hearing-impaired
community to interact with
the authorities to clarify their
queries or file complaints, an
official said.

"A sign language mobile
app will be developed for the
speech/hearing-impaired vot-
ers," Raju said here.  With the
help of this application, the
speech-impaired voters will get

information like polling booth
number. The sign language,
which they can easily under-
stand, will be used, Raju said.

The initiative is also intend-
ed to share information regard-
ing voters' rights and responsi-
bilities. It will help them to take
informed decisions in choosing
their representatives and lead-
ers, an official said.

According to the Census,
Punjab has about 1.70 lakh cit-

izens in the category of 'hard of
hearing'. Out of them, around
5,800 have been registered as
speech/hearing-impaired voters
in the electoral roll. The state
has a total of around 70,000 vot-
ers in the category of persons
with disabilities (PWD).

The Election Commission
of India has issued directions to
facilitate the differently-abled
electors and motivate them to
be a part of the elections.

�����������������������������
�������������
����������

Chandigarh: The Congress on
Wednesday demanded registra-
tion of an FIR into the siphon-
ing of government funds in
recruitment of contractual
employees in Haryana. Karan
Singh Dalal has written to
Haryana Governor Satyadev
Narayan Arya and alleged that
the practice of hiring employees
through out-sourcing agencies
has reached all-time high in this
government wherein the tenders
are floated by the government

departments for empaneling the
outsourcing agencies. The agen-
cies are awarded contracts in ille-
gal manner to benefit the func-
tionaries of BJP, without follow-
ing the mandatory e-tendering
in violation of selection criteria,
he alleged.

����
���4.$�����
�����>���
���

���
������
�������



��������������������� ��������� !��" # 	���
	��5

����� 0"	�+".,�

Lashing out at  the Congress
for insulting institutions,

including Parliament, judicia-
ry, media and the armed forces,
when it was in power, Prime
Minster Narendra Modi on
Wednesday asked people to
make a judicious decision while
exercising their franchise dur-
ing the Lok Sabha poll, begin-
ning next month.

“As you go to vote -
remember the past and how
one family’s desire for power
cost the nation so greatly. If
they could do it then, theycan
surely do it now,” Modi wrote
in his blog .

“Think wisely: From the
press to parliament. From sol-
diers to freespeech.From the
constitution to the courts.
Institutional insult is the
Congress way,” he said contin-
uing his attack on the Congress
which has challenged his claims
on development and national
security.

“Everyone is wrong, only
the Congress is correct,” he
said, takinga dig at the princi-
pal opposition party.

India has seen that when-
ever dynastic politics has been
powerful,institutions have
taken a severe beating, he said.

Referring to parliamen-
tary proceedings, he said, “The
nation knowsthe numerical
dynamics of both houses. It is
clear that when a non-dynasty-
party [has a] higher number, its
tendency to work more is vis-

ible... Which were the forces
disrupting the House and why.”

His Government has
changed things as it puts insti-
tutions above everything else,
the Prime Minister said .

On the issue of  freedom of
expression, the Prime Minister
allegedthat dynastic parties
have ever been comfortable
with a free and vibrant press.

“No wonder, the very first
constitutional amendment
brought in bythe Congress
Government sought to curtail
free speech. Speaking truthto
power, which is the hallmark of
a free press was seen as vul-
garand indecent,” Modi wrote.

He pointed out that the
UPA years saw the bringing of
a law thatcould land you in
prison for posting anything
“offensive”.

“A tweet against the son of
a powerful UPA minister could
land innocent citizens in jail ...
The nation watched with hor-
ror when a few youngster-
swere arrested for expressing
their true feelings at a pro-
gramme inKarnataka, where
the Congress is sharing power,”
he said.

Modi said he wants to tell
the Congress that “no amount
of intimidation”will change the
ground realities. “Curbing free-
dom of expressionwill not
change people’s poor impres-
sion of the party.”

Referring to Emergency, he
said it was imposed to “safe-
guard” theinterests of a
“dynasty”.

“The Congress has
imposed Article 356 almost a
hundred times, with Mrs.
Indira Gandhi herself doing so
about fifty times. If they didnot
like a State Government or
leader the government was
dismissed,” he wrote.

Referring to the judiciary,
he alleged that Congress’ con-
tempt forcourts “is anyway
legendary”.

“It was Mrs. Indira Gandhi
who called for a ‘committed
judiciary’,which seeks to make
the courts more loyal to a
family than to the
Constitution,” he claimed.

This pursuit of a “commit-
ted judiciary”, Modi said, made
Congressoverlook several
respected judges while appoint-
ing the chief justice of India.

“Congress’ modus operan-
di is simple- reject, discredit and
threaten.If a judicial verdict
goes against them, they reject it,
then theydiscredit the judge and
thereafter, talk about bringing
impeachmentmotions against
the judge,” he said apparently
referring to moves to impeach
then CJI DipakMisra.

He said from CAG to the
erstwhile Planning
Commission, Congressnever
respected institutions.

“In a telling comment, for-
mer Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi called the Planning
Commission led by Dr
Manmohan Singh, ‘A bunch of
jokers’,”he said.

In an oblique  reference to
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi’s

brother-in-law Robert Vadra’s
appearance before investigating
agencies, he said,” The sense of
entitlement can be seen in
their conduct towards rou-
tinelegal processes. At present,
their top leadership is on bail
vis-a-vis a major scam. When
the authorities seek to question
them on their dealings, they do
not even bother to reply.”

He also accused the
Congress of lacking “internal
democracy”, sayingif a leader
dares to dream to head that
party, he or she is shunted out.

Modi’s attack against the
Congress came on a day its
general secretaryPriyanka
Gandhi Vadra also accused
him of undermining every
institutionin the country.
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Continuing its unfinished
task of finalising the

LokSabha list of candidates,
the BJP Central Election
Committee (CEC) again  met
here on Wednesday  and scru-
tinised the list of candidates for
Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal.

According to sources, the
names a major chunk of can-
didates, particularly those con-
testing in the first phase, would
be out only on Friday (March
22) evening, post-Holi. The
party is yet to release its first list
of candidates despite three
rounds of intensive discus-
sions, virtually burning the
midnight oil.

This is the third time since
last week that the BJP top
leaders including Prime
Minister NarendraModi and
Party president Amit Shah held
a marathon meeting to give a
green signal to the list of can-
didates for various states.  The
first phase of voting is on April
11 and most of the opposition
parties are out with the names
of their candidates. 

With winnability in mind,
the top BJP leadership is set to
drop many a veteran MPs to
overcome the crucial anti-
incumbency factor against
them. Constituencies of a num-
ber of MPs have also been

changed , factoring new situa-
tions, sources said.

BJP has already decided to
drop all sitting MPs from
Chhattisgarh and sought a
fresh list of candidates from the
state unit.

The BJP CEC discussed 91
seats going to polls in first
phase on April 11 which are
spread over 20 states including
Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal ,
Karnataka, Bihar, Odisha and
Uttarakhand. The last date of
filing nomination is March 25
and the last date  withdrawal of
nomination is March 28.

Among the constituencies
which would vote in the first
phase include eight in UP, five
in Uttarakhand, four in Bihar,
Seven in Maharashtra, five in
Assam, four in Odisha and two
in West Bengal.

The second phase of poll
on April 18  involves 97
LokSabha constituencies
including 13 states.

Third phase on April 23
(115 constituencies, 14 states),
Fourth phase on April 29 (71
constituencies, 9 states), Fifth
phase on May 6 (51 con-
stituencies, 7 states), Sixth
phase May 12 (59 constituen-
cies, 7 states) and the last
Seventh phase on May 19  (59
constituencies, 8 states). The
counting of votes would be on
May 23 when results would
also be announced.

Two of the sitting BJP  MPs
and party seniors
SushmaSwaraj and Uma Bharti
have volunteered to not to
contest LokSabha polls. But BJP
is open to field some of the vet-
erans past 75 years if they
chose to contest poll.

����� 0"	�+".,�

Senior Congress leader P
Chidambaram on

Wednesday came out hard
against Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley asking if a person dis-
agreeing with the Government
is a “compulsive contrarian”,
can someone who always
agrees with it be called “his
master’s voice”.

The Finance Minister has
slammed 108 economists and
social scientists as “compulsive
contrarians” for raising concern
over “political interference” to
influence statistical data.

In his blog published on
Tuesday, Jaitley had said these
“compulsive contrarians” have
repeatedly signed memoran-
dums of what he said was
manufactured political issues

against the present govern-
ment.

Responding to Jaitley,
Chidambaram tweeted:
“According to Mr Jaitley, one
who disagrees with the gov-
ernment is a ‘compulsive con-
trarian’. Can we then say that
anyone who always agrees with
the government is ‘His Master’s
Voice’?”

As many as 108 econo-
mists and social scientists,
including Jean Dreze
(Allahabad University), Emily
Breza (Harvard University),
Satish Deshpande (Delhi
University), Esther Duflo
(MIT, US) and Jayati Ghosh
(JNU), had made an appeal last
week, expressing their concern
over “political interference” in
influencing statistical data in
India.
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As the revelers gear up to par-
ticipate in festival of

colours, Holi on Thursday, doc-
tors have warned that in absence
of proper safeguards, these col-
ors might do more harm than
good and dampen the festive
mood, particularly those suf-
fering with asthma. Asthmatic
children are the worst victims.

Asthma is a chronic reac-
tive airway disease character-
ized by recurrent symptoms,
reversible airway obstruction
and bronchospasm.

Dr. Amitabha Ghosh,
Columbia Asia Hospital,
Gurgaon, said that they receive
around 20 to 25 patients in the
OPD just before and after the
Holi festival with complaints of
cough, breathing issues, skin
irritations and rashes. 

Besides, some also come
with complaints of sore or
teary eyes after being affected
by some of the artificial colors
used during Holi. 

“It is advisable that one

should take adequate precau-
tion to guard themselves.
Asthma patients should follow
the medication regime for a
week in the run up to the fes-
tival. While playing with colors,
be careful that you do not
inhale it anyway,” he said.  

Asthma attacks can be trig-
gered by dust, powders, cold
air, air pollution, smoke and
other allergens. As Holi is
nearer, it can be disastrous for
the patients with asthma, added
Dr. Sandeep Nayar, Senior
Consultant & HOD,
Respiratory Medicine, Allergy
and Sleep Disorder, BLK Super
Speciality Hospital.

He suggested the asthmat-

ic patient to keep their inhalers
with them for emergency situ-
ation while asthmatic children
should avoid playing with dry
colours.  “Children should not
be left alone, parents need to
remain around them and not to
left them alone as they can help
in crucial times during asthma
trouble,” he added.

The doctors said that dry
colours like gulals which are
high on heavy metals like lead
should be avoided while qual-
ity wet colours should be used. 

Dr. Partap Chauhan,
Director, Jiva Ayurveda talked
about preventive measures that
one should take if playing Holi
is unavoidable. A day before

Holi, one should apply mustard
oil or lotion all over the body
to  keep the skin protected
which will also ensure remov-
ing colours with ease.   On hair
one should apply plenty of
coconut oil to prevent colours
from penetrating deep into
the roots, he said. “To get rid
of hard colours which are pre-
pared from harmful substances
like acids, glass and strong
chemicals,” Dr Chauhan said.

Do’s and Don’t’s during
holi

Use coconut oil on skin
before playing Holi; Do prop-
er oiling of hair; Use condi-
tioner on hair after playing
colours; Cover yourself as
much as possible; Use dry
colours; Use colours made
from plants;If colour enters
eyes, immediately wash it with
plain water repeatedly and
then take doctor’s advice

Don’ts: Avoid sitting in the
sun after playing colours; Eat or
drink after washing hands or
removing colours; Do not play
with eggs, mud, black ink.
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Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu on Wednesday said

free media is the cornerstone of
democracy and it can actually
be a force multiplier to sustain
democracy. Delivering the first
Atal Behari Vajpayee Memorial
Lecture at Indian Institute of
Mass Communication in New
Delhi, Naidu said media should
play a pivotal role in spreading
correct and credible informa-
tion and the news and views
should not be mixed. The Vice
President said, an unbiased
media ensures that people are
well informed and media
should take care of facts and the
opinion must be expressed
without any fear. 

Naidu expressed concern
over the menace of paid news
saying the people should come
and vote in large number in the
Lok Sabha elections as voting
is not just a right, it is about
duty and people must per-
form their duty by casting
their vote.   He said during elec-
tions, political parties tend to
make “popularistic promises”
and the media should play the
role of questioning the basis of
these promises.  Terming vot-
ing a “national call of duty”, he
said voting in every election
needs to be made a habit.
“The media has an important
role in promoting participato-
ry democracy through
enhanced voter turnout which
in turn broad bases the foun-
dation of democratic gover-
nance,” Naidu said.

The vice president  asked

media organisations to devote
space and time to report on the
antecedents of politicians, their
past work, participation in
debates in state legislatures
and Parliament. “These facts
should be reminded to the
people so that they can make
an informed choice,” he said in
his lecture on the ‘Role of
Media in Moulding an
Enlightened Electorate’.

Expressing concern over
the “unhealthy” trend of politi-
cians switching from one party
to another after being elected,
Naidu opined that defections
were making a mockery of
democracy. Defectors must
resign from the post and seek
reelection, he said. 

Naidu  stressed on the
need for speedy disposal of
election cases pending before
various courts and time-bound
disposal of cases by  presiding
officers of legislative bodies.
The vice president  asked peo-
ple to elect leaders based on
their character, caliber, capac-
ity and conduct, but warned
that some people were trying to
replace these qualities with
cash, community, caste and
criminality (4Cs).

Referring to the efforts of
the Election Commission to
combat fake news, Naidu said
the media’s role is extremely
important during elections as
the chances of people propa-
gating fake news increases.

“It is the responsibility of
the media to act like myth-
busters in such sensitive times,
and report the absolute, undi-
luted truth,” he said.
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Senior Congress leader Kapil
Sibal on Wednesday

returned fire at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over his
“dynastic politics” attack on the
Congress, saying the PM him-
self comes from the Sangh
Parivar without whose bless-
ings no one in the country can
occupy any public position.

He said the Prime Minister
should introspect and instead
of talking about dynastic pol-
itics, should focus on issues
confronting people.

“What is the PM talking
about? No one in the BJP can
occupy any public position
without the support of the RSS
(Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh). The Sangh Parivar is
the biggest parivar in the world.
Without 

their blessings no one can
hold any public position in the
country, be it the position of a
PM, a minister, Governor or
chief ministers,” Sibal told PTI.

Sibal’s remarks came in
response to Prime Minister
Modi’s attack on the grand old
party in a blog published ear-
lier Wednesday.

Modi urged people to
think wisely before casting
vote, saying that from the press
to Parliament, from soldiers to
free speech, from the
Constitution to the courts,
“institutional insult is the
Congress way”.

“India has seen that when-
ever dynastic politics has been
powerful, institutions have

taken a severe beating,” he
said.

Reacting to the remarks,
Sibal asked the prime minister
to look within and focus on
addressing the issues concern-
ing the country - such as farm
crisis, joblessness, shortage of
drinking water, education, 

health and pollution chal-
lenges.

“Is the PM so busy in the
campaign that he has forgotten
all about the people of India.
He’s only worried about
dynasty,” the former HRD min-
ister said.

Sibal added that there is no
one in the BJP, barring a few,
who have not come from the
RSS background. The prime
minister, governors, chief min-
isters and ministers all belong
to the RSS.

He also alleged that about
2 crore jobs were lost since
Modi came to power, citing a
National Sample Survey Office
(NSSO) data.

He said the national male
workforce had shrunk from
30.4 crore in 2011-12 to 28.6
crore in 2017-18.
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Transgender model and
actress from Manipur

Bishesh Huirem has been
engaged as “State Icon” by the
Election Commission (EC) to
inspire voters in Manipur to
participate in the upcoming
Lok Sabha polls while Mumbai
social worker Shree Gauri
Sawant, another transgender
appointed as ‘election ambas-
sador’ by the EC. For its part,
the Punjab district electoral
office also appointed a trans-
gender Preeti Mahant  as the
district icon to create awareness
activities under the Systematic
Voter Education and Electoral
Participation Programme
(SVEEP).

In another development,
transgender leader Rajni Rawat
who contested Mayor election
of Dehradun as an Aam Admi
Party (AAP) candidate  last
year has been barred from
contesting Lok Sabha polls as
she had failed to submit elec-
tion expenditure of 2017
assembly polls in Uttrakhand.

According to EC, Bishesh
represented India at the Miss
International Queen in
Thailand in 2016, has been
appointed as one of the “state
icons” to motivate the masses,
particularly transgender, to
participate in the Lok Sabha
elections.

Bishesh is the first trans-
gender celebrity in the country
to be appointed as a state icon
for the parliamentary polls. A
graduate in fashion and appar-
el designing from Bangalore
University, she is one of the

highest-paid artistes in
Manipuri films and mobile
theatres.

According to EC, it’s the
first time that Shree Gauri
Sawant a transgender has been
appointed as an election
ambassador in India. Born as
Ganesh Suresh Sawant, she
moved out of her Pune house
and shifted to Mumbai.

After years of extensive
struggle, ShreeGauri formed an
NGO named ‘Sakhi Char
Chowghi’ to provide health
care services and create sexu-

al awareness amongst trans-
gender and the MSM commu-
nity. In another progressive
move, in 2001 she adopted a
daughter of a sex worker who
passed away while fighting
HIV. 

As per EC, there are 38,328
transgender registered as elec-
torate in the country.  Uttar
Pradesh has 8374 transgender
voters, followed by 5497 in
Tamil Nadu; 2700 in Bihar;
2032 in Odisha; 2083 in
Maharashtra; 1423 in Madhya
Pradesh; 1426 in West Bengal
and 1368 in Puducherry.  In
Delhi, as many as 665 trans-
gender enrolled in the electoral
list. 

For the first time, trans-
gender were recognised as the
third gender by the commis-
sion during the 2014 Lok Sabha
polls after a landmark ruling by
the Supreme Court in this
regard.

EC officials said that a
large of transgender still prefer
to identify themselves as either
male or female on the electoral
list.
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Taking up the issue of jobs,
the Congress on

Wednesday hit out at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi alleg-
ing that the country’s “chowki-
dar” is responsible for “stealing”
jobs with 4.7 crore youth los-
ing employment.

The party’s attack on the
government came over a media
report which claimed that the
actual size of India’s male work-
force, or men who are working,
has shrunk for the first time
since 1993-94.

“Modi ji has eaten up 4.7
crore jobs of the youth. Due to
the BJP’s ‘pan-pakoda’ policy,
4.7 crore youth had to wash
their hands of their jobs,”
Congress’ chief spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala said.

“Promise was to give 10
crore jobs, but 4.7 crore jobs
have been taken away. The
country’s chowkidar is respon-
sible for stealing jobs,” he said
with the hashtag “Chowkidar
Chor Hai”.

Senior Congress leader
Kapil Sibal also slammed the
government over the unem-
ployment issue. He alleged that
about two crore jobs were lost
since Modi came to power, cit-
ing National Sample Survey
Office (NSSO) data.

Sibal said the national male
workforce had shrunk from
30.4 crore in 2011-12 to 28.6
crore in 2017-18. 

In all, since 2011-12, India’s
national workforce shrunk by
4.7 crore - more than the pop-
ulation of Saudi Arabia, the
media report said.
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In a move to modernise the
infantry, the most crucial

fighting arm of the army, the
Defence Acquisition Council
on Wednesday approved the
procurement of ten lakh hand
grenades worth over �500
crore. The grenades will be pro-
cured through the Make in
India route wherein an Indian
company will manufacture the
grenades here.

The Defence Research and
D e v e l o p m e n t
Organisat ion(DRDO)has
developed the prototype of the
new grenade and an Indian
company most probably in gthe
private sector will manufacture
the bombs, sources said here.

The grenades are an
important part of the infantry
soldier’s kit comprising rifles
also and the grenades are used
to take out enemy bunkers
and enemy in close combat.  At
present, the Indian army uses
HE grenades and they will be
replaced by the new grenades,
officials said.

The nod for the grenades
closely on the heels of opening
of a factory to manufacture
seven lakh AK-203 rifles with-
in the country to replace the
currently used INSAS rifles
by the soldiers.  The new fac-
tory in Amethi is a joint ven-

ture between India and Russia
and the total value of the deal
is more than �12,000 crores.  A
Major General rank officer
will head the factory rifles
which will later manfacture the
AK series rifles for the para-
military forces and the state
police organizations.

Similarly, the government
recently gave the nod for buy-
ing more than 12,000 Sig Sauer
rifles for the infantry on a fast
track basis.  These rifles will be
used by the soldiers guarding

the Line of Control with
Pakistan and the Line of Actual
Control with China besides
those engaged in counter insur-
gency operations in the North-
East and Jammu and Kashmir. 

Since the infantry does the
fighting on the ground, it’s
modernisation is now top pri-
ority and the government is
also likely to approve procure-
ment of sniper rifles apart
from light machine guns and
medium machine guns to
guard the frontiers.
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With the aim to give a fillip to the Indian industry to man-
ufacture big ticket items like warships, submarines and

helicopters besides fighter jet under the Strategic Partnership
policy, the Government also approved new policy guide lines
for manufacturing ships, officials said. Tenders worth �25,000
crore are likely to be awarded to different yards over the one
to two years, officials said.

The main focus of the new guidelines is to give a boost
to the Indian medium scale shipyards to build smaller ships
within the country after tying up with the original equipment
manufacturer to gain access to cutting edge technology.

The government recently okayed a major project worth
over �50,000 crores under the Strategic Parnership programme
to build six conventional submarines in the country and Indian
shipyards.  The new policy guidelines approved on Wednesday
will also see the Indian shipyards manufacturing ships for the
Indian Coast Guard, they said.
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New Delhi: The Enforcement Directorate will sell 173 paint-
ings and 11 vehicles “beneficially owned” by Nirav Modi, prime
accused in the �14,000- crore PNB credit fraud case, after the
agency obtained permission from a special PMLA court in
Mumbai on Wednesday. 

The special PMLA court also issued a non-bailable warrant
against his wife Ami Modi after the ED recently filed a sup-
plementary charge sheet underlining her role in the PNB scam.

The ED will put on sale the 173 paintings of Modi which
are valued at �57.72 crore and eleven vehicles that include Rolls
Royce, Porsche, Mercedes and Toyota Fortuner. 

Officials said a public auction will be held later this month
to monetize the seized items. 

The court also allowed the Income Tax Department to sell
another 68 paintings seized by it as part of its separate probe
against the fugitive diamantaire.

Modi was arrested by the Scotland Yard from the Holborn
area of London on Wednesday. PNS

�)�-��������	�� �������
	����,�	3+$�����
�	������������3���

'�
��
�������
���
���,
"���6�
79:
�������#�	
77
,�������

�
)�&!��!�'�)��'
'!���
���
)�(�	-
#!�!��	�7�'��


#!��
(!���.���&
�	��3�	�.(*!	�-



	���
	��8��������������������� ��������� !��" #

 �����������������
�,"00$�

Dayanidhi Maran, the DMK
candidate from Chennai

Central Lok Sabha constituen-
cy and his elder brother
Kalanidhi Maran, suffered a
setback on Wednesday as
Madras High Court dismissed
the petition filed by them ask-
ing to quash the charges
framed against them by the
trial court in the illegal tele-
phone exchange case.

The Bench of Justice N
Anand Venkatesh asked the
special CBO court to complete
the trial in four months. The
trial court on January 30 had
filed charges against the Maran
brothers under Sections 120 B
(criminal conspiracy), 409
(criminal breach of trust), 420
(cheating), and Prevention of
Corruption Act.

Charges were framed
against five others, including
former BSNL General Manager
K Brahmanandam, deputy
general manager Velusamy,
Gauthaman (Dayanidhi’s pri-
vate secretary), Kannan and
Reghu (employees of Sun TV,
the TV network owned by
Kalanidhi Maran).

According to the CBI which
probed the case following a dis-
closure made by S
Gurunmurthy,  Dayanidhi

Maran, during his  tenure as
union minister for communi-
cations (2004 to 2007) had set
up an illegal telephone exchange
at his residence in Chennai
misusing his official power.

Dayanidhi Maran had used
the network for the commercial
telecasting business of Sun
Network, owned by his broth-
er Kalanidhi Maran. The inves-
tigating agency had told the
trial court that exchequer had
lost Rs 1.78 crore because of the
illegal telephone exchange. 

The Special CBI court in
Chennai had acquitted all the
accused  in the month of
March 2018 telling there were
not enough materials to frame
charges. The CBI approached
the Madras High Court against
the trial court order.  Justice G

Jayachandran  who heard the
appeal by the CBI said, “Error,
illegality, and perversity all
could be pointed out in the
impugned trial court order”.
Though the Marans rushed to
the Supreme Court seeking
the quashing of the Madras
High Court order, the apex
court asked them to stand trial
in the case.

Following the dismissal of
their petition in the Supreme
Court, R Vasanthi, the XIV
additional special judge for
CBI cases, charged frames
against the Maram brothers
along with their five associates
under Section 120-B of the IPC
(Criminal Conspiracy),
Criminal Breach of Trust (sec-
tion 409), Cheating (section
420) and criminal misconduct
by public servants (Section
13(2) of the Prevention of
Corruption Act).

The trial was to begin 
on September 14 last year
when the Marans in a last-ditch
attempt approached the
Madras High Court which dis-
missed their petition on Friday.  

The Maran brothers
approached the Madras High
Court early January with a
plea to quash the  subsequent
charges filed against them by
the CBI court and  Wedneday’s
verdict was the fall out of the
case.
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All major players competing
in the April 18 phase of the

General election from Tamil
Nadu launched their cam-
paigns on Wednesday. 

While Leader of
Opposition and DMK chief
MK Stalin began his election-
eering from Thiruvarur (the
Assembly constituency repre-
sented by his late father and
former Chief Minister M
Karunanidhi) with a heart
rending speech pleading with
the voters to elect the DMK
nominees, his son Udhayanidhi
Stalin declared from Saidapet
that the DMK president would
soon become the Chief
Minister of the State to usher
in the Karunanidhi rule.

Chief Minister Edappady
Palaniswamy chose his home
constituency of Salem as the

starting point of his campaign
trail. The Chief Minister’s
speech targeted TTV
Dhinakaran and the
Mannargdi family for forcing
by-election from 18 assembly
seats in the State. “The DMK
and the Dhinakaran clan has
been working over time from
day one to pull down  the
Government formed by
Amma,” said Palaniswamy.

Two senior politicians
in the State, O
Panneerselvam m Deputy
Chief Minister and Durai
Murugan, treasurer of the
DMK, hit the campaign trails
at Theni and Velloor soliciting
votes for their sons.
Raveendranatha Kumar, son of
Panneerselvam  is the
AIADMK Lok Sabha candidate
from Theni while Kathir
Anand, son of Murugan is the
DMK candidate from Velloor
Lok Sabha constituency. 
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I m p h a l / K h u m u l w n g :
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi on Wednesday lacer-
ated Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the BJP for “destroy-
ing” one crore jobs and
unleashing “politics of division
and hatred”, insisting while
these were happening the PM
was busy “marketing” himself.

Addressing election rallies
in Manipur capital Imphal and
Khumulwng in Tripura in the
Northeast, where his party’s
last standing citadel fell to rival
BJP’s ally Mizo National Front
in Mizoram in November 2018,
Rahul accused the saffron party
of abandoning its ‘act east pol-
icy’ and attacking culture and
ethos of people of the region.

Unsparing in his assault on
Modi, Rahul also wondered
whether the PM ever studied at
a university, and alleged edu-
cational institutions were
undergoing saffronisation
under his watch.

Attacking Modi over alleged
loss of employment opportuni-
ties, the Congress leader said the
PM had claimed on taking over
the reins of the Government that
two crore jobs will be created
every year, but one crore jobs
were lost in 2018 alone. Over
30,000 jobs were lost on an aver-
age every day, he claimed.

“In 2018, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi destroyed one
crore jobs. This is the scale of
his incompetence. It is absurd
and ridiculous that the PM
promises giving two crore jobs,”
Gandhi told the well-attended
rally in Imphal.

A Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE)
report had recently claimed
1.09 crore jobs were lost in the
country in the past one year.

The Modi Government is
under fire from Opposition
parties as also allies like the
Shiv Sena over alleged job loss.

“Modi has reduced the
Prime Minister’s Office to the
status of Publicity Minister’s
Office as he is busy marketing
himself,” he earlier said during
an interaction with students in
Imphal, where he also accused
the Centre of saffronising edu-
cational institutions.

During the interaction, he
claimed nobody knew whether
Modi ever went to a university.
“We still have no access to his
university degree. Nobody actu-
ally knows if he went to univer-
sity or not. There is an RTI
(application) in Delhi seeking
PM’s degree but it has not been
responded to,” Rahul said, adding
“the PM is imposing mediocrity
on a sophisticated country”.

Speaking about unrest at
Manipur University last year
after students and teachers
demanded removal of then vice
chancellor AP Pandey over his
alleged “anti-academic activities”,
the Congress president said he
was happy people of Manipur
succeeded in forcing him out.
Protests for ouster of Pandey,
who allegedly had RSS links, had
led to the closure of university
for three months. PTI
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Agartala: Tripura Chief
Minister Biplab Kumar Deb on
Wednesday came down heav-
ily on the Congress, dubbing it
as a party of “traitors” whose
leaders come to the State only
to “eat the fruits of success”.

Deb also alleged that there
existed an “unholy nexus”
between the Congress and the
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) at the Centre, due to
which the Left Front
Government managed to be in
power for 25 years in Tripura.

Addressing a Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) workers
meeting at Pratapgarh here,
Deb said, “They (Congress) are
traitors. Nobody from the party
earlier came to Tripura-- Rahul
Gandhi, Sonia Gandhi or
Manmohan Singh.”

“After we freed the state
from the Communists with
support from Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, why are they
coming here? They are a band
of Satans. They have come to
eat the fruits of success,” he
added.

The Chief Minister was
referring to Congress president
Rahul Gandhi’s visit to
Khumulwng near Agartala,
where he had earlier in the day
addressed a public rally.

Dubbing the Congress as
“anti Tripura”, Deb asserted
that people would reject its call
to overthrow the Modi
Government in the Lok Sabha
polls. PTI
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Confusion prevailed in 
the Bengal BJP ranks over

distribution of nomination
tickets even as party sources
said though there was no
dearth of candidates, there was
“dearth of agreement over right
candidate for a right con-
stituency.”

Sources said a section 
in the party was not sure 
about the efficacy of nominat-
ing politicians who had 
migrated from the Trinamool
Congress. “There may be 
rival opinions particularly in a
large party but things will be
sorted out soon; maybe in a
day’s time. Soon we will come
out with a list for the first two
phases,” a State-level leader

said discounting Opposition
criticism that the party was
fishing for Left and TMC dis-
sidents.

In a first time and much to
the chagrin of the ruling
Trinamool Congress 
Bengal will have a seven-
phased elections. 

“Ustaader maar sesh 
rastey (champion strikes in
last night),” said Bengal BJP
president Dilip Ghosh over
the party’s delay in announcing
its candidates’ list. When 
asked as to whether all the
leaders who had switched sides
from the TMC would get tick-
ets, he said the State unit of the
party had sent a list of candi-
dates to central election com-
mittee. “Now it is up to the
higher leadership to decide on

the issue.”
The State BJP is known to

have sent a list of 159 aspirants
to the Delhi leaders, sources
said. Curiously the new look
BJP — which originally had
about 5-10 per cent votes in the
State — of 2019 has a good
number of its probable candi-
dates drawn from the TMC
while its mass base has swelled
by the erstwhile CPI(M) cadres
taking the party’s 
current assumed vote base to
about 30 per cent.

While an undercurrent of
spite prevailed between the
“old BJP” and the “new BJP” —
the ones who had crossed over
to the party during 2017-2018
— the names of some candi-
dates had almost been finalised,
sources said.
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Patna: The grand-alliance of
opposition parties in Bihar is
intact and its candidates for all
the 40 Lok Sabha seats in the
state will be announced after
Holi, RJD leader Tejashwi
Yadav said on Wednesday.

“All is well in ‘mahagath-
bandhan’. It is intact and strong
and we will put up a strong
fight at the hustings. All dif-
ferences have been ironed out.
We will announce our candi-
dates after Holi,” Yadav told
reporters at the Patna airport
after arriving from Delhi,
where he was over the past sev-
eral days negotiating the seat-
sharing pact.

RJD, he said, would be
staying away from Holi cele-
brations this year as a mark of
respect for the jawans killed in
the Pulwama attack.

Sharad Yadav, whose
Loktantrik Janata Dal (LJD) is
one of the constituents of the
grand-alliance, was more spe-
cific on the date of announce-
ment of candidates. Candidates
will be announced at a press
meet in Patna on March 22, he
told reporters in the national
capital.

Meanwhile, a senior
Congress leader from Bihar,
who is camping in the nation-
al capital, told PTI, on condi-
tion of anonymity, that reports
of his party having agreed to
contest only nine seats are
“mischievous”.

“Our state election com-
mittee had met in Patna last
week and authorised Rahul
Gandhi to take the final deci-
sion in the matter. There has
been no communication with-
in the party about the number
of seats. The media reports are,

at best, speculative,” he said.
Asked how many seats the

Congress would want to con-
test, he said, “Initially we want-
ed 15. Later on it was agreed to
scale down. But we do not
think a number less than 11
would be acceptable to even
Rahul Gandhi.”

“Gandhi is likely to kick off
his campaign in Bihar with a
rally in Purnea on March 23.
There is a possibility that for-
mer BJP MP Uday Singh, who
joined the Congress today, will
be fielded from there on a
Congress ticket. It is also almost
final that actor-turned-politi-
cian Shatrughan Sinha will be
fielded from his Patna Sahib
seat on our ticket. His resigna-
tion from the BJP and induc-
tion into the Congress will
take place in a few days,” he
said.

The Darbhanga seat has
become a bone of contention
between the Congress and RJD.
While, the Congress wants to
field Kirti Azad, who had won
the seat five years ago on a BJP
ticket, the RJD wants it too.

“The seat is a stronghold of
Mohd Ali Ashraf Fatmi of the
RJD, who wants a ticket again.
That too remains to be sorted
out,” the Congress leader
added. PTI
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the CRPF jawans who died in
the Pulwama terror attack, the
Raj Bhavan here will not cele-
brate Holi this year, an official
said on Wednesday.

The Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) too will not be
celebrating the festival of colours
this year officially in solidarity
with the families of the 44
troopers killed in the February
14 suicide attack in south
Kashmir. 

A Raj Bhavan spokesperson
informed that Governor Satya
Pal Malik has decided that there
will be no official Holi celebra-
tions at the Raj Bhavan in the
state’s winter capital of Jammu.
Malik said that he will not be
celebrating the festival person-
ally as well. The Governor did
greet the people and observed
that celebrating festivals togeth-
er strengthens the bond of
brotherhood between people.

In his message, Malik said,
the celebration of festivals, a
valuable part of our rich cultural
heritage, strengthens the bonds
of brotherhood and amity. I
hope that this Holi would
spread happiness and joy all
around and promote harmony,
he added. Wishing a happy
Holi to the people, the Governor
said further as he prayed for
their well-being and prosperity.

At an event to mark the
80th raising day of the force,
CRPF Director General (DG) R
R Bhatnagar had on Monday
said that there will be no “offi-
cial celebrations” on Holi as a
mark of respect to the 40 troops
killed in Pulwama. Paying trib-
utes to the slain personnel, the
CRPF chief said the force was
creating a “mobile app’’ to pro-
vide help to the families of
jawans killed in action. PTI

Kolkata: The BJP on
Wednesday filed a complaint
with the Election Commission
against four Trinamool
Congress leaders, including
two State Cabinet Ministers, for
allegedly threatening and
intimidating voters.

“We have filed a complaint
against ministers 
Firhad Hakim, Rabindranath
Ghosh, and senior TMC lead-
ers Jitendra Tiwari and
Anubrata Mondal. They have
violated the model code of
conduct by trying to threaten
and intimidate voters,” BJP
general secretary Jai Prakash
Majumdar said.

“These four leaders should
be kept out of election cam-
paign and other poll-related

procedures,” he said.
Hakim’s comment that

“central forces will come and
leave after the elections but the
voters will stay under the pro-
tection of the state police” is a
veiled threat to the voters,
Majumder said.

“North Bengal
Development Minister
Rabindranath Ghosh and
Anubrata Mandal’s comments
are intimidating in nature. This
is nothing but violation of the
model code of conduct. The
Commission should look into
it to ensure free and fair polls,”
he said.

The BJP has also accused
Asansol Mayor and TMC MLA
Jitendra Tiwari of trying to
bribe voters. PTI
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Mumbai: In a scathing attack on
the political drama between the
BJP and its allies in Goa over the
leadership issue, the Shiv Sena
on Wednesday dubbed it as a
“terrible state of democracy”, say-
ing they did not even wait for
late chief minister Manohar
Parrikar’s ashes to cool down.

The “shameless game of
power” started even before
Parrikar’s ashes could merge
with the land of Gomantak, the
Sena said in an editorial in
party mouthpiece ‘Saamana’.

It claimed that had the
BJP waited till Tuesday, its
government in Goa would have
fallen and one of the two
deputy chief ministers would
have joined the Congress and
got the desired post, it claimed.

BJP MLA Pramod Sawant

was sworn in as the new Chief
Minister of Goa just before 2
am on Tuesday, capping a day
of hectic parleys between the
saffron party and its allies to
put a new Government in place
in the State.

After multiple postpone-
ments of the oath ceremony on
Monday, the day Parrikar was
cremated with state honours, 11
other ministers, including those
from BJP’s allies
Maharashtrawadi Gomantak
Party (MGP) and Goa Forward
Party (GFP), were also sworn in.

As per the power-sharing
arrangement reached with
allies, an MLA each from two
small parties backing the BJP in
Goa will be made deputy chief
minister, according to sources.

They are GFP chief Vijai

Sardesai and MGP legislator
Sudin Dhavalikar.

“In the end, those who
were eyeing their shares like
cats ended the game post
Monday midnight with the
swearing in of Sawant as the
chief minister along with his
two deputies,” the Uddhav
Thackeray-led party said.

“This is a terrible state of
democracy. They should have
waited for Parrikar’s ashes to
cool down. What would have
happened had they waited till
Tuesday morning for the oath
taking ceremony? it asked.

The pyre was burning while
the “power hungry” were catch-
ing each others neck for power.
There shouldn’t have been a
problem in waiting for at least
four hours, it opined. PTI

Gandhinagar: The 1943
Bengal famine, which is esti-
mated to have caused over
three million deaths, resulted
not from a drought as is wide-
ly thought but from the British
government’s policy failures,
say IIT Gandhinagar scien-
tists who have analysed 150
years of drought data.  

Policy lapses such as pri-
oritising distribution of vital
supplies to the military, civil
services and others as well as
stopping rice imports and not
declaring Bengal famine hit
were among the factors that led
to the magnitude of the tragedy,
historians have maintained.

Now, for the first time,
researchers have analysed soil
moisture database from 1870 to
2016 to reconstruct agricultural

droughts.
Between 1935-45, the

famine-affected region, which
was Bengal, had no drought, the
team from the Indian Institute
of Technology here found. “We
are trying to understand the
entire history of droughts in
India and what is the likelihood
they will occur in future,” said
Vimal Mishra, assistant profes-
sor at the institute. 

“Famines that occurred
during the British period
caused the deaths of millions.
We investigated the factors
behind the causes of these
deaths -- droughts or policy
failures,” he told PTI.  

The Bengal famine of 1943
was “completely because of
policy failure”, he said.

Aside from the 1943

Bengal famine, all other
famines during 1870 and 2016,
appear to be related, at least in
part, to widespread soil mois-
ture droughts, Mishra said.

While historians have doc-
umented policy failures that led
to the Bengal famine, this is the
first time scientists have used
soil moisture data to show
there was no drought in Bengal
during the period preceding
the famine.  

After analysing over 150
years of data for the study pub-
lished in the journal
Geophysical Research Letters,
researchers identified seven
major droughts and six major
famines in India.

“Out of six major famines
(1873–74, 1876, 1877, 1896–97,
1899, and 1943) that occurred

during 1870–2016, five are
linked to soil moisture drought,
and one (1943) was not,”
researchers wrote in the study.  

“At the time, there was not
much irrigation, groundwater
pumping was not happening
because electricity or mechan-
ical pumps were not available,”
Mishra said.

The last major famine in
the British era occurred in
1943, which is also known as
the Bengal famine. 
The famine resulted in two-
three million deaths.

“We identified 1935-45 as
a period under drought, 
but the famine-affected region,
which was Bengal, had no
drought during this period,”
said Mishra.  

“We find that the Bengal

famine was likely caused by
other factors related at least in
part to the ongoing threat of
World War II -- including
malaria, starvation and mal-
nutrition,” he added.  

Previous research has
shown that in early 
1943, military and other polit-
ical events adversely affected
Bengal economy.  

“We did a very solid diag-
nosis for each famine that hap-
pened in Bengal and Bihar —
which was part of the north-
eastern province of 
Awadh in the British period,”
Mishra said.

“What was unique in the
1873-74 famine was that there
were 25 million people affect-
ed but low mortality due to
famine,” he added.  PTI
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Worried over the poll out-
come in Jammu &

Kashmir, former alliance part-
ners — Congress and the
National Conference — on
Wednesday brokered a final
‘poll deal’ to ensure victory of
their ‘ joint’ candidates 
‘by hook or by crook’ in 2019
Lok Sabha polls.

The ice was broken after
hectic parleys at the residence
of National Conference chief
Farooq Abdullah in Jammu.

The Congress team was led
by Ghulam Nabi Azad, Ambika
Soni, JKPCC chief GA Mir and
former Minister Rigzin 
Zora while senior National
Conference leaders Mohd Shafti
Uri, Devender Singh Rana and
Nasir Aslam Wani accompanied
Abdullah during the final round 
of discussions.

Addressing a joint Press
conference in the lawns of his
residence, Farooq Abdullah told
reporters, “National Conference
will contest all three Lok Sabha
seats from Kashmir Valley while
Congress will field its candidates
from two Lok Sabha seats in
Jammu province.”

However, in order to
strengthen the secular front in
the State both the alliance part-
ners will enter into a ‘friendly

contest’ on two of the three Lok
Sabha seats of Baramulla and
Anantnag.

The alliance partners are
also expected to go in for a
friendly contest from lone Lok
Sabha seat of Ladakh.

“Legendary leader Farooq
Abdullah will be our joint can-
didate from Srinagar and
together we will campaign to
ensure his smooth victory,”
Ghulam Nabi Azad told
reporters after thanking top
brass of the National
Conference. He said, “By going
in for a friendly contest both
the parties are expected to
retain their turf as they both
enjoy support base in different
pockets of Baramulla and
Anantnag”. “We are coming
together to defeat our rival par-
ties by hook or by crook,”
announced Abdullah during

the Press briefing.
Reciprocating the gesture,

National Conference president
Farooq Abdullah urged the
Congress leadership to strike
alliances with like-minded par-
ties to strengthen the secular
front at the national level ahead
of the Lok Sabha polls.

In 2014, BJP candidates
from Jammu-Poonch and
Udhampur-Doda Lok Sabha
seats had defeated Congress
candidates by huge margins of
over 2.5 lakh and 60K votes
respectively. So far BJP has not
released list of its candidates
but inside reports claimed the
party may give ticket to both
the sitting MPs Jugal Kishore
Sharma and Dr Jitendra Singh.
Congress is expected to field
Vikramaditya Singh, grand-
son of Maharaja Hari Singh
from Udhampur-Doda Lok
Sabha seat.
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Lucknow: Bahujan Samaj Party
chief Mayawati on Wednesday
announced she will not contest
the upcoming Lok Sabha elec-
tions, but kept open the option
of fighting a parliamentary by-
election later.

“In view of the present
circumstances and the need of
the country and the interests of
the party, the movement and
the public, it is the need of the
hour that I do not contest the
Lok Sabha polls. And this is the
reason that I have decided not
to contest the Lok Sabha polls,”
Mayawati said here.

The former Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister asked party
workers to not get disheartened
with her decision.

“When I became UP Chief
Minister first time in 1995, I
was not a member of either UP
Assembly or council. Similarly,
is the provision at the Centre
where a person have to be a
Lok Sabha/Rajya Sabha mem-
ber within six months of hold-
ing office of minister/Prime
Minister. Don’t get disheart-
ened from my decision of not
to contest LS poll now,” she
clarified in her tweet. The Dalit
leader added it would not be a
problem if there is a need for
her to enter Parliament later.

“If it so happens that I have
to get elected to the Lok Sabha
later, I can contest from any
seat by getting it vacated and

become an
MP. I will
not face
any prob-
lem,” she said.

Mayawati claimed that all
she has to do is to go and file
nomination papers and her
party workers will ensure her
victory. The BSP chief sug-
gested that if she contests, the
party workers will focus on her
seat even if she forbids them,
affecting the campaign in other
constituencies.

“Hence, winning each and
every Lok Sabha seat is more
important than my personal
victory,” she added. The BSP,
Samajwadi Party and the RLD
have entered into an alliance in
Uttar Pradesh for the April-
May Lok Sabha polls.

The Congress is not part 
of this pact, but the alliance 
has said it will not field 
candidates in Amethi and
Raebareli, the two seats that are
now with Congress leaders
Rahul Gandhi and Sonia
Gandhi respectively. PTI
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Varanasi/Mirzapur: Wrapping
up her three-day tour of Uttar
Pradesh in Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s Varanasi con-
stituency, Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra called
the coming Lok Sabha elec-
tions a “new freedom struggle”.

In a blistering attack on
Modi on the
last day of the
trip, by boat
on the Ganga,
she asked him

not to treat people “as fools”.
In Varanasi, party workers

from the Congress and the BJP
confronted each other with slo-
gans, with some of them scuf-
fling with each other.

At a workers meeting later,
the All India Congress
Commitee (AICC) general sec-
retary referred to this face-off
and said they should stick to
non-violence, just as the
Congress did during the free-
dom movement.

She said people were
harassed during the British
rule as well.

“People were in trouble and
there was nobody to listen to
them. There was no rule of the
people. Today, the country is fac-
ing a similar situation. The only
difference is that the dictator is
a “Hindustani”,” she said, in a
veiled reference to Modi. “We
fought for Independence and it
was fought on the basis of truth,”

she said. “Yeh naiyee aazadi ki
ladai hai (This is a new freedom
struggle).” She also asked party
workers to deal with “short-
comings” within the Congress.

“There are some short-
comings in our organisation
and we have to mend them.
Our ideology is our strength,”
she said. Literally testing the
waters in the politically crucial
state, Priyanka Gandhi, who is
in charge of eastern UP for the
party, travelled about 100 kilo-
metres on the Ganga over
three days, ending Wednesday
in Varanasi.

Earlier, she accused Modi
of targeting the country’s insti-
tutions.

“The Prime Minister has
attacked every institution in
this country for the last five
years, including the institution
of which all of you are a part,”
she told reporters in Mirzapur,
where the day’s boat-trip began.
“So I think the PM should stop
thinking that people are fools
and realise that they see through
all this,” she said. She accused
the Bharatiya Janata Party-led
Government of “harassment”.
“The more we are harassed, the
stronger will be our fight,” she
said. On reaching Varanasi, she
addressed people from the
Nishad and the Mallah com-
munities, who are traditionally
boatmen, at the Assi ghat. PTI

Bengaluru: The death toll in the
building collapseat Dharwad in
north Karnataka mounted to
seven on Wednesday asrescuers
pulled out four more bodies
from the debris and oneper-
sonsuccumbed to injuries at
hospital, policesaid.

Rescuershad pulled out 55
peoplefrom the rubble of the
four-storeyed under construc-
tion building, which collapsed
on Tuesday evening at
Kumareshwaranagar in the heart
of Dharwad, about 400 km
from here.

“Sevenpeoplehave lost their
lives,” Director General of Police
(chief of fire and emergency ser-
vices) MN Reddi told PTI.

Earlier, Hubballi-Dharwad
commissioner of police MN
Nagaraj said 55people had 
been rescued.

He expressed apprehension
that about 15 to 20 peoplewere

trapped inside the rubble.
No arrests have been made,

Nagaraj said.
“We have registered a case.

Arrests will also follow but our
focus at present is on the rescue
operations,” he added.

Police said rescue operations
had been intensified to extricate
people believed to be still
trapped beneath the debris.

In addition to 10 ambu-
lances and five fire tenders
deployed for relief and rescue
operations, three teams of the
National Disaster Relief Force
(NDRF) have been engaged,
two from Ghaziabad and one
from Bengaluru. “Two more
teams of #NDRF are being air-
lifted from Ghaziabad in addi-
tion to one team which was
moved from Bangalore in con-
nection with Dharwad building
collapse,” the NDRF tweeted ear-
lier in the day. PTI
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee has dis-

missed fugitive diamond mer-
chant Nirav Modi’s arrest in
London as a “match-fixing” by
the Narendra Modi
Government which she said,
had kept hidden more such
tricks up its sleeves for electoral
purposes.

Speaking to the media at
the State secretariat at Nabanna
Banerjee said “this is a got up
match,” adding the Modi
Government “does not deserve
any credit for this. The credit
must go to the journalist who
exposed Nirav Modi,” before
that the Government 
had no clue about where the
loan defaulter was holed up in
the UK.

Nirav had defaulted on
and decamped with a loan
�14,000 crore loan taken from
various banks including the

Punjab National Bank.
Even as the BJP faulted

Banerjee for “calling it got-up
game and at same time giving
the credit of getting him arrest-
ed to a journalist,” the CM
wondered what was behind
the whole game. “I wonder
pardey ke peeche kya hai.”

She called it another
“strike.” She added “like we saw
strikes in factories in the past
we are seeing new strikes now.
This Nirav Modi strike 
is one of them. Much more
strikes will happen during the
elections.”

Wondering what the

Government was doing with
the “other man” presumably
Mehul Coksi the uncle of Nirav,
Banerjee said “the other man is
also there (abroad). They are
no longer Indian citizens,”
wondering how these people
would be brought back once
they were allowed to go by the
BJP Government.

Banerjee said “no amount
of trick will impact the people
as the expiry date of this
Government is over and no
amount of medicine will work
now,” adding how public sector
undertakings were suffering
at the hand of the BJP
Government. “The BSNL
employees are not getting their
salaries. The Air India is under
sale. They are disinvesting
everything. One day they will
disinvest the entire country.
They have ruined the country’s
economy through demoneti-
zation when about 2 crore
people lost their jobs.”

Mumbai: The NCP on
Wednesday termed fugitive
diamantaire Nirav Modi’s arrest
in London as a “pre-planned
drama” by the Government to
derive a political mileage in
view of the next month’s Lok
Sabha elections.

Maharashtra NCP chief
Jayant Patil said it was already
known that the economic
offender was living in London
after fleeing India.

“Nirav Modi’s arrest has
been timed ahead of Lok Sabha
polls...Some channels had
showed Modi as being in
London, which was known
previously,” Patil told 
reporters here.

“It is a pre-planned drama
by the Government...To pre-
tend as bringing back those
who had fled the country till
the Lok Sabha polls (other-
wise) the BJP never intended
to bring back the economic
offenders,” he alleged.

Nirav Modi, the main

accused in the $2 billion Punjab
National Bank (PNB) scam

case, was arrested in London.
His arrest came days after

a London court issued an arrest
warrant against him in
response to a request by the
Enforcement Directorate for
his extradition in a money
laundering case. PTI
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Ahmedabad: Suspense
remains on whether BJP patri-
arch LK Advani will contest the
upcoming Lok Sabha polls or
hang up his boots. 

The 91-year-old, who
served as Home Minister and
Deputy Prime Minister of the
country, has won the Lok Sabha
election from Gandhinagar
seat six times.

Advani, credited for craft-
ing the BJP’s rise to a pre-emi-
nent position in the late 80s and
90s after it won just two Lok
Sabha seats in 1984 Lok Sabha
polls, has remained on the
sidelines since he voiced 
his reservations on the nomi-
nation of Narendra Modi as the

party’s prime ministerial can-
didate in 2014.

Asked whether Advani was
keen on contesting the poll
considering his age, his per-
sonal secretary Deepak Chopra
told PTI, “It is not yet decid-
ed...He will decide when some-

thing (offer) comes.”
Party sources said there is

no age bar for candidates and
winnability will be the criteria
when candidates are finalised
by the party’s central election
committee.

Asked if the party has
urged Advani to contest from
the Gandhinagar seat, Chopra
said, “Neither has the party
approached him nor has he
approached the party so far.”

A section of Gujarat BJP
leaders is of the view 
Advani may himself decide
not contest the elections due to
the age factor.

Advani did not make any
representation to stake claim

for his traditional Gandhinagar
seat before the BJP observers
here. 

“At his level, we do not
need to do this,” Chopra said.

Advani brought a para-
digm shift in Indian politics
through his Rath Yatra in 1992
in support of the Ram temple
in Ayodhya and played a key
role in the BJP’s evolution

State BJP spokesperson
Bharat Pandya said the final
decision about Gandhinagar
will be taken by the party’s par-
liamentary board. 

“Only the parliamentary
board of the party can decide
if Advaniji will fight or not,” he
said. PTI
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The Jammu & Kashmir BJP
on Wednesday alleged that

the Congress had conceded to
the National Conference’s
(NC) pro-separatist agenda
after the two parties
announced a pre-poll alliance
in the State.

The Congress and the NC
finalised arrangements for the
six Lok Sabha seats of the state
earlier in the day.

“The NC-Congress
alliance is an eye wash and a
wake up call for Jammu,” BJP
spokesperson Brig (retd) Anil
Gupta told reporters.

“The Congress has not
only surrendered to the
National Conference but also
conceded to the pro-sepa-
ratist, Kashmir-centric, com-

munal and divisive agenda of
that party,” he said.

He added that the “oppor-
tunistic” alliance was aimed at
promoting “Kashmiri hege-
mony”.

With the NC insisting on
contesting from all the three
seats in Kashmir, the party’s
couldn’t-care-less attitude
towards Jammu is obvious,
Gupta said.

The BJP spokesperson
claimed the Congress, like the
NC, will oppose granting cit-
izenship to West Pakistan
refugees and inheritance rights
to the state’s daughters.

The Congress-National
Conference combine will put
an end to anti terror opera-
tions and revive the over
ground terror support net-
work, Gupta alleged. 



Say if Saina Nehwal or PV Sindhu
is one of the best badminton play-
ers in India at present, why should
both not play for the country even
in the men’s singles or doubles if

there be any? The same should apply to
Sania Mirza if she is the best in tennis. This
logic should also extend to hockey and
cricket. If a girl or two or more are better
than any male player in their positions,
surely they could replace them. Strictly, the
concept of separate men’s and women’s
teams and tournaments reflects an old
mindset based on the women being weak-
er, less skilled and, therefore, not able to play
in the same teams.

Yes, women were much weaker phys-
ically than they are today. In the old days,
their diet was inferior in all respects, except
in wealthy families. Then there were the
issues of early marriage and reproduction.
Because of high infant mortality, women
became even weaker in the days of low
technology. Shah Jahan was arguably the
wealthiest man in the world in his day. Yet,
of his 14 children born, he could save only
seven of them — Dara, Shuja Aurangzeb,
Murad, Jahanara, Roshanara and Gauhar.
Inevitably, women were considered weak,
for childbirth took a heavy toll on their sys-
tems. They were deemed virtually a differ-
ent species. 

In older times, bodily strength was
placed at a great premium. Often, the king
was the strongest man in his court.
Weapons were comparatively crude, so
fighting or defending fell on the man’s body
with the weapon serving as an aid. Whereas
since then, revolutions have taken place, not
to speak of missiles and nuclear arms. The
balance of strength began to shift with the
advent of the musket being invented in the
16th century. Its use reduced the impor-
tance of the user’s personal strength. As
more sophisticated guns replaced the mus-
ket, they also became lighter in weight,
enabling women to use them with as much
facility as men. In the Iraq wars, women
fought as frontline soldiers. Their relative
or presumed weakness did not prove any
handicap. If on a battlefield women can
prove equal to men, why not also on the
tennis or badminton court or the cricket
field? Strangely enough, even chess and car-
rom tournaments are played generally by
men or women but separately. What else
is the explanation than a sexist bias?

It was not so long ago, only a matter of
decades, when on the Indian stage, whether
in Kolkata or Mumbai, even the heroine,
the obvious role of a woman, was played
by a man; and not necessarily an effemi-
nate one, but by whoever was available and,
therefore, pressed into service. All other
female characters were enacted by men.
This experiment, of course, was not the
choice of the director of the play but the
reluctance of families to allow their daugh-
ters to participate in performing arts that

were considered not such a
respectable profession. For a
woman to flirt with a stranger
on a public stage, to hold his
hands, to embrace him or even
kiss was considered more
immoral than moral. However,
in the case of tennis, bad-
minton, table tennis  or hock-
ey, no comparable intermin-
gling with men is entailed. In
this context evidently, the stage,
as well as the celluloid, has gone
ahead; whereas sports have
marked time.

Referring back to the Iraq
wars, we need to make it clear
that deploying women on the
frontline, whether in the
infantry, cavalry with tanks or
in the air force as pilots of fight-
er aircraft, come with the risk
of an assault on their chastity
if they are taken as prisoners of
war. But that is an extreme case.
If the world, not only on the
stage but also on the battlefield,
has travelled so far, why does
the world of sport observe
what the Islamic world calls
taqlid or orthodoxy? Our own
Sania Mirza was upbraided by
the clergy for wearing function-
al shorts while playing tennis.
Sportswomen from such ortho-
dox countries insist upon their
women participants wearing
salwar kameez as well as don-
ning the hijab. 

It is true that men and
women are temperamentally
different. The former can see
far as well as wide. They can

look into the future with more
perceptiveness; whereas
women are more committed to
their survival and observe the
immediate practicalities in time
and distance more accurately.
Many of them are also credit-
ed with greater intuition. They
should be more successful than
men at obtaining immediate
results. 

Of late, this female strength
is being repeatedly demon-
strated in school board exam-
inations, where girl students
score higher mark percent-
ages. Surely, this asset can be
utilised on the sports field as
well? 

It is true that the male,
whether in the animal or
human world, is tempted to
dominate; whereas the corre-
sponding female is able to
function comfortably in a posi-
tion of subordination. This
may be a reasoning of nature in
order to enable the female to
carry the responsibilities of
child-bearing and breeding. In
this regard, nature has been
partial; if we notice, the male
elephant has tusks, the lion has
the mane, the peacock has
feathers, the cock the red
plume. The will or desire to
dominate does not lend itself to
team spirit as much as less of
such desire. Stretching this
reasoning forward should lead
one to conclude that perhaps
women have the potential to
exude greater team spirit, a sine

qua non of group sports like
hockey or cricket. It is just pos-
sible that the readiness to be
subordinate might have been
cultivated over centuries by a
hierarchical society to denude
the role of the wife to the nor-
mally patrician husband.

The tea gardens the world
over are an interesting instance
of an old mindset. The man-
agers, their assistants, as well as
their subordinate staff have
been male through decades,
whereas two-thirds of the
workers in labour-intensive
enterprises have been female.
What a paradox! This oddity
did not even attract the atten-
tion of either experts or tea
board members, except some
15 years ago when fewer and
fewer young men were apply-
ing for garden assignments. Yet,
compared to men, very few
women are deployed in the fac-
tories. They are just sent out to
pluck the green leaves from the
bushes and occasionally do
other agricultural work. This
man-woman inequality, unfor-
tunately, continues in all cor-
ners of the globe. Despite
progress, women are scarce
among senior leaders. Very
few women are CEOs of the
world’s largest corporations.
As of the 2018 Fortune list, only
24 women (4.8 per cent) were
CEOs of Fortune 500 compa-
nies. This needs to change, now.

(The writer is a well-known
columnist and an author)��
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Sir — After all the din and hulla-
baloo, we finally have the begin-
nings of an operational Lokpal. It
took a long time but augurs well
for the protection of our democ-
ratic institutions. The expected
announcement of Justice Pinaki
Chandra Ghose as the first Lokpal
will, hopefully, set to rest all ear-
lier controversies and delays. It’s
a heavy cross that Justice Ghose
will have to bear. He certainly has
all the right credentials but can
there be any ducking of the ques-
tion if the ‘system’ will enable him
to deliver what he might seek to
achieve? Let us hope that the
Lokpal will at least partially
achieve the potential of its cre-
ators. In my opinion, it would
depend entirely on the personal-
ity, evolution, conduct and lead-
ership of its founder chairman. 

Justice Ghose has had a non-
controversial tenure in the judi-
ciary and is blessed with both tal-
ent and temperament. I am sure
he realises that the post of Lokpal
chair is much more than the judi-
cial roles he has satisfactorily ful-
filled thus far. 

J Akshay 
Bengaluru 
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “Death of an icon” (March
19).  One of the characteristic
features about Manohar Parrikar
was that he enjoyed a man-next-
door image. The reason for his
meteoric rise from being an
RSS parcharak to becoming the
Defence Minister and then the

Chief Minister of Goa was his
wide acceptance from all sec-
tions of the BJP and beyond. He
played a key role in making the
BJP a force to reckon with in
Goa, which remained a
Congress bastion for long. Truly,
Parrikar was a great leader who
could lead Goa towards the
path of progress.

TK Anandan
Chennai
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “Death of an icon” (March
19). In the death of Manohar
Parrikar, not only Goa but the
entire nation has lost a leading
politician, who had a rare qual-
ity of austerity and simplicity
rarely seen in leaders of the pre-
sent era. 

Parrikar’s respect for duty and
responsibility was evident from
his whole-hearted style of work-
ing. Even when he was diagnosed
with cancer, he used to perform
his tasks as the Chief Minister of
Goa with medical tubes fitted on
his nose. Even the Opposition
could not raise a voice for the fall
of his Government because of his
unique personality.

Madhu Agrawal
Delhi
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Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Death of an icon” (March 19). In
the passing of Manohar Parrikar,
the nation has lost a fine politi-
cian, an excellent Chief Minister
and one of the best Defence
Ministers. He was also a politician
noted for his integrity, dedication
and commitment to work. Known
for his simplicity and geniality, he
adhered to the principle of service
before self. Even when his health
deteriorated, he was committed to
his work.

M Pradyu
Kannur 
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The concept of self-help groups (SHG) or
women’s collectives has been the most pow-
erful and successful tool to empower

women in rural India. Over a span of 25 years,
the movement has registered a tremendous
growth. As on March 31, 2018, the total number
of SHG savings linked with banks stood at 87.44
lakh and the total number of SHGs having loans
was 50.20 lakh with an outstanding loan of
�75,598 crore. A typical Indian SHG consists of
10-20 poor women from similar socio-econom-
ic backgrounds, who meet once a month to pool
savings and discuss issues of mutual importance.
One of the key objectives of SHGs is to provide
financial access to women through a system in
which they cross guarantee each other’s debts.
With help to start businesses, impoverished
women can earn money and support their com-
munities as well as their families. 

The great authority on microfinance,
Malcolm, described Indian SHGs as “on-lending
groups, which collect their own equity capital and
savings deposit from their owners, who are also
members and customers. They lend their money
to the members at interest rates, which they
decide, and accumulate profits, which they
choose either to distribute to the owners or to add
to the fund at their joint disposal.” Indeed, there
needs to be a great emotional intensity to break
through age-old barriers. This is possible only
through groups, who share same emotional val-
ues and are driven by   strong impulse of mutu-
al goals. One of the primary objectives is to avail
loans, which the women access by cross guaran-
teeing each other’s liability. These loans are part
of a financial philosophy called microfinance.
Members take loans for a variety of reasons: To
buy medicine, start a business, purchase animals,
pay school fees, buy clothing and food during the
lean season and invest in agriculture.

Once the groups have mastered the mechan-
ics of savings and lending, they begin to ask:
What’s next? When groups have a fair amount of
capital, they can start lending portions of the
money back to individual group members — at
an interest. Through the group mechanism, funds
become a collective asset, enabling uplift of the
community. They dispense small and unsecured
loans at varying costs to group members as per
their need. The most significant aspect of these
collectives — and which makes them innovative
and durable — is that they are wholly managed
by the women. They themselves plan the design,
implementation and trajectory of this model. Each
group has a constitution or a list of rules, creat-
ed and accepted by the members themselves. The
rules pertain to selecting members, electing office
bearers, creating their own loan fund, deciding
on the recipient of a loan, ensuring repayment of
the loan and the like. Regular meetings are the
enabling forces, giving women the courage to lean
into multiple household and community settings.

When a collective has a fair amount of cap-
ital, the group starts giving small loans to its mem-
bers. It is astonishing that hardly any of these
women default. Although financial aspect is not
the only benefit for members, credit remains an
important element. Disciplined efforts involved
in running a group make the women efficient
money managers. As the women do the work that

is normally done by the bankers, banks’ admin-
istration costs have come down drastically. It is
true that social dynamics cannot be changed with-
out women’s involvement in the economy.

The formation and nurturing of SHGs is an
onerous process and unless a good foundation is
laid, there will be a lack of solidity. If there is any
disequilibrium, the default starts and there is a
domino effect. It soon becomes a contagion
sweeping like an epidemic. The groups need to
be economically, socially and educationally
homogenous. In the absence of healthy group
dynamics, there are a lot of conflicts and frictions
with the group leader trying to impose person-
al views on the group and executing decisions in
an autocratic way.

These groups are obviously formed for finan-
cial support but that is not an end in itself. They
soon become a platform for education, health
information and training, savings, business
development, technical and marketing assistance.
The mere act of leaving the isolation of family
compounds and joining the periodical peer
group discussions increases women’s confidence
and motivation. SHGs become a comprehensive
ladder of support and opportunity. They con-
ceptually address issues that had made them
non-bankable. They create a collective identity
for the women in the group and give transac-
tion aggregation. Since it was a savings-led
model, it also created a transaction trail, which
could be used for establishing a financial histo-
ry for the bankers. This was important in the
absence of bankable collateral. SHGs are also an
instrument for the empowerment of the poor
and marginalised. They have proved to be an
effective instrument for changing oppressive rela-
tionships at home (gender and tradition-relat-
ed) and in society. This is especially true for those
relationships arising from caste, class and polit-
ical power, which have made it difficult for the
poor to build a sustainable base for their liveli-
hood and to grow holistically.   

The hierarchical pyramid of SHGs supports
three tiers of institutions in a typical district: SHGs,
village-level committees and federations.

Initiatives taken by these organisations have been
diverse: Some have helped women consolidate
their savings, others have addressed domestic vio-
lence, alcoholism and caste-related issues in the
public sphere. They are seen as more than just a
conduit for credit — they are the biggest gener-
ators of social capital in rural India and also act
as a delivery mechanism for various other services
ranging from entrepreneurial training, preven-
tive health education, food security, livelihood pro-
motion activity and community development pro-
grammes. They serve to provide formal channels
for social and financial support.

This model generates a unique stock of social
capital through the process of regular group meet-
ings and it is this social capital that has been instru-
mental in transforming the status of these
women, both within the home and community. 

SHGs influence those oppressive relationships
arising from caste, class and political power, which
have made it difficult for the poor people to build
a sustainable base for their livelihood. As with any
single strategy, SHGs alone cannot put an end to
poverty. How much the plan is simple, low-cost,
resilient and can be carried out by non-govern-
mental organisations, what is most important is
that development can happen only when the peo-
ple really want to change.

Refuting village hierarchies, women in
many places hoisted the national flag in their
villages, despite opposition from men. Women’s
collectives have put an end to the brewing of
liquor in some villages. SHG women have
enhanced their economic position in numerous
ways, such as successfully bidding for contracts
to fish in village ponds and developing waste-
lands to grow fruits and vegetables. 

These women are not just achieving the
Gandhian ideal of self-sufficiency but also
advancing modern ambitions. For poor women,
empowerment is a journey towards the second
freedom or real freedom, as Mahatma Gandhi
said.

(The writer is Member, NITI Aayog’s
National Committee on Financial Literacy and
Inclusion for Women)
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India’s ambitious plans to add
100 gigawatts (GW) of solar
energy capacity by 2022 seem to

be running aground. This situation
is exacerbated by the fact that the tar-
get year set for its completion is just
round the corner. According to a lat-
est report by global analytics firm
Credit Rating Information Services
of India Limited (CRISIL), India
would be able to manage only 60 GW
capacity by 2022. The turn of events
may have triggered a spike in costs
thanks to the anti-dumping duty on
imported solar panels that are cur-
rently widely used in our country. 

The prospect of India not being
able to meet its 2022 commitments
of installing 100 GW of solar power
is a cause of serious concern consid-

ering the fact that the country is being
egged by the international commu-
nity to scale down its carbon footprint
and green house gas emissions aris-
ing out of fossil fuel usage. 

The report further states that
India crossed 25 GW of installed
capacity during the end of December
2018 and may only be able to add
another 44 to 46 GW in the next five
years. The slowdown is yet another
pointer as to why India needs to get
its renewable energy strategy in order.

One of the reasons for the solar
slowdown is an anti-dumping measure
imposed in July 2018, called the safe-
guard tax on imported solar cells, which
are widely used all across the country.
This tax was 25 per cent for the first
year, 20 per cent for the next six months
and 15 per cent for the following six
months. The tax was imposed as a safe-
guard measure for the domestic solar
module industry, which is unable to sell
panels due to lower priced imports
from China and Malaysia.

Coupled with this, there was a lack
of clarity on Goods and Services Tax
for the solar sector for over a year. All
of this meant that capacity addition in

2018 was much below the achieve-
ments of 2017. In 2017-18, 9,000
megawatts (MW) of solar capacity
were added, which slowed down to less
than 7,000 MW in 2018-2019. 

The interesting part, however, is
how the Government and expert
committees could not predict the con-
sequence of such duties on the domes-
tic renewable energy sector. It is
developments such as these that are
leading to the renewable sector in
India moving one step forward and
two steps backward.

The report also states that instal-
lation rate will climb in the coming
years as safeguard duties are brought
down incrementally. The impact of the
duty increased the cost of installation

by 10-15 per cent, even though mod-
ule prices fell from $0.30 per watt, peak
in March 2018 to $0.24 per watt, peak
in December 2018. In 2017, the low-
est bid tariff was �2.44 per unit, which
could not be reached in 2018. The
report says that this year, 9,000 MW of
solar capacity will be installed, which
will rise to 10,000 and 12,000 MW in
the following years. By 2023, India’s
solar capacity could go up to 70 GW.

But the anti-dumping duty should
be of least concern for the renewable
energy industry amid talks doing the
rounds about the stalling of a compre-
hensive strategy. This is plaguing this
sector. Renewable energy, undoubted-
ly, is the future, but the question is: How
will this country achieve the target? This

is where ambiguity comes in. As ener-
gy production gets ramped up with
solar technology, the role of distribu-
tion companies might be impacted and
the current strategy does not have any
specific clarity regarding the same. In
addition to this, as the transition takes
place, the country needs to give a prop-
er thought about the coal geography,
existing coal stocks and those who will
be directly affected. Since the project-
ed domestic social costs of power gen-
eration from coal by 2024-25 will be too
high, there would be of no use in build-
ing new coal power plants. 

Earlier, there were many plans to
build more coal power plants but that
bubble has burst. The Government
needs to take policy decision to
replace fossil fuel, especially coal with
renewable energy installations. But this
needs to get decisively reflected in the
renewable energy strategy of India.

The urgency of a plan that on the
one hand allows for a conducive
solar energy growth and at the same
time scales down the fossil fuel pow-
ered energy sources is very important.
In addition to this, there is also the crit-
icality of ensuring that an effective

equilibrium is maintained between
imported products, technology and
domestic industry products. 

An effective combination of the
above will ensure that renewable
energy targets are met on a timely
manner. Then there is also a perti-
nent need to increase the daily use
applicability of solar technology,
which in turn will promote usage
and indirectly push production.
The Government must also focus on
increasing awareness levels, bring
solar energy technology and usage
closer to the common man. In order
to ensure this, stress must be put on
plug and play systems that are based
on solar energy technology. These
systems must also clearly spell out a
cost benefit analysis over conven-
tional non-renewable energy
sources. A combination of a compre-
hensive future proof solar strategy
that accounts for scaling down of
fossil fuel usage along with increas-
ing common man awareness will
alone prevent the slowdown of solar
energy progress in India.

(The author is an environmental
journalist)
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The Government plans to
provide unused airport

slots of Jet Airways to other
domestic airlines on an
interim basis, a senior offi-
cial said Wednesday, amid
efforts to minimise flight
disruptions.

Cash-strapped Jet
Airways, which is looking to
raise fresh funds, has ground-
ed at least 47 planes due to
non-payment of lease rentals.
Besides, many aircraft are on
the ground due to other rea-

sons.
Against this backdrop, the

civil Aviation Ministry officials
on Wednesday held a meeting
with representatives of various
domestic airlines.

Civil Aviation Secretary
Pradip Singh Kharola said the
ministry would discuss with
Jet Airways about its require-
ments, including how many
slots are being used.

As an “interim arrange-
ment”, the unused slots of Jet
Airways at congested airports
would be given for operations
to other domestic airlines, he

said.
Among others, represen-

tatives of Air India, SpiceJet,
GoAir and IndiGo attended
the meeting on Wednesday.

According to Kharola,
domestic carriers would add
around 20-25 more planes in
by April end.

Augmentation of fleet and
utilisation of existing planes
were among the issues dis-
cussed during the meeting.

“Our concern is about
operations (of flights), safety
and comfort of passengers,”
Kharola told reporters.
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Shares of cri-
sis-hit Jet

A i r w a y s
plunged nearly
5 per cent on
Wednesday after
the company
grounded six
more planes due
to non-payment
of lease rentals.

The stock
tumbled 4.82
per cent to close
at �218 on the
BSE. During the
day, it plunged 6.59 per cent to
�213.95.

On the NSE, shares
cracked 4.89 per cent to close
at �218.05.

In terms of volume, 11.73
lakh shares were traded on the
BSE and over 1.33 crore on the
NSE.

The shares of Jet Airways
had declined by nearly 4 per
cent on Tuesday also.

As many as 47 aircraft of
the full service carrier are on
the ground now as the compa-
ny failed to pay rentals to
lessors.

“.... An additional six air-

craft (include one aircraft of Jet
Lite (India) Ltd) have been
grounded due to non-payment
of amounts outstanding to
lessors under their respective
lease agreements,” the airline
said in a filing to the stock
exchanges on Tuesday.

Jet Airways has been grap-
pling with acute financial woes
and has been looking at ways
to raise fresh funds.

Meanwhile, in more trou-
ble for the airline, an umbrel-
la body of its domestic pilots
Tuesday threatened to stop fly-
ing from April 1 if their dues
are not paid by March-end. 
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Continuing its upward jour-
ney for the eighth consec-

utive session, market bench-
mark BSE Sensex ended mar-
ginally higher on Wednesday,
following gains in Infosys,
HDFC twins and L&T amid
uninterrupted capital inflows
by foreign funds.

Gains were, however,
capped tracking Asian shares
that slipped from six-month
highs after a lackluster session
as investors booked profits
ahead of a policy decision by
the US Federal Reserve, experts
said.

The 30-share index began
the session on a firm note at
38,433.86 and hit the ses-
sion’s high of 38,489.81 on
steady inflow of buying by for-
eign funds as well as retail
investors.

However, after emergence
of profit-booking and losses in
select heavy weight stocks, the
index turned negative and hit
a low of 38,316.21 before
returning in positive terrain to
close the day higher by 23.28
points, or 0.06 per cent, to
38,386.75.

The barometer had rallied
about 1,500 points in the pre-
vious seven sessions.

The broader NSE Nifty,
however, ended 11.35 points, or
0.10 per cent, lower at
11,521.05 after shuttling
between 11,556.10 and

11,503.10 during the session on
expiry of March series deriva-
tive contracts.

Market will remain closed
on Thursday on account of
Holi.

Infosys was the top gainer
in the Sensex pack, rising 2.36
per cent, followed by HDFC
Bank up 1.39 per cent.

Other gainers included
Yes Bank, 1.27 per cent, L&T
1.19 per cent, Sun Pharma
1.07 per cent, HDFC 0.98 per
cent, Vedanta 0.84 per cent,
SBI 0.23 per cent, HCL Tech
0.23 per cent, Kotak Bank
0.20 per cent, Asian Paints
0.07 per cent and RIL 0.03 per
cent.

Among laggards, NTPC
suffered the most, cracking
4.29 per cent and ONGC
plunged 3.28 per cent.

Other losers were Coal
India, Tata Steel, Maruti Suzuki,
Bajaj Finance, Bajaj Auto, Tata
Motors, ICICI Bank, M&M,
Bharti Airtel, Axis Bank, HUL,
IndusInd Bank, PowerGrid,
TCS, ITC Ltd and Hero
MotoCorp, falling up to 2.43
per cent.

Stocks of oil marketing
companies like BPCL, HPCL
and IOC, however, faced sell-
ing pressure and  lost up to 5.32
per cent after global crude
prices soared.

Sector-wise, the BSE real-
ty index gained the most by ris-
ing 2.21 per cent, followed by
IT index up 0.93 per cent, teck

index 0.55 per cent, capital
goods 0.48 per cent, healthcare
0.08 per cent and consumer
durables 0.02 per cent.

However, oil and gas index
emerged worst performer by
falling 2.26 per cent and PSU
index lost 1.75 per cent. Power,
metal, auto, FMCG and bank-
ing indices too ended in the
red.

The broader markets
ended in a negative terrain with
the BSE mid-cap index falling
0.38 per cent and small-cap
index shedding 0.33 per cent.

Shares  of  Rel iance
Communications further
zoomed 10 per cent to hit the
highest trading permissible
limit for the second day in a
row Wednesday after the
company cleared dues of
Swedish service provider
Ericsson.

The scrip rose sharply by
10 per cent to �4.84 — its upper
circuit limit — on the BSE.

Stocks of software
exporters were centre of brisk
activity after the rupee slipped
below the 69 mark against the
dollar. Software exporters’
majority of revenues come in
dollar.

“Global stocks were mixed
as investors remained on the
sidelines ahead of the Federal
Reserve policy meet,” said Sunil
Sharma, Chief Investment
Officer, Sanctum Wealth
Management, adding that  data
suggests that the strength in

foreign investment flows has
overwhelmed significant
amounts of domestic selling,
and FIIs have now taken back
control of the market from
domestic investors.

“We have witnessed an 8.6
per cent return off the lows in
February, which makes the
current market rise the sharpest
since March 2016. 

“Heading into a holiday-
shortened week, traders like-
ly took money off the table.
The Indian rupee recovered
marginally to 68.83 to retain
the top spot as the best per-
forming emerging market cur-
rency over the last one month,”
he said.

On a net basis, foreign
institutional investors (FIIs)
bought shares worth �2,132.36
crore Tuesday, while domestic
institutional investors (DIIs)
sold shares worth �1,253.67
crore, provisional data showed.

Most Asian markets ended
lower, and European shares
were also weak form in early
deals.

Hong Kong’s Hang Seng
fell 0.31 per cent, Shanghai
Composite Index shed 0.01
per cent, Korea’s Kospi fell
0.02 per cent, while Japan’s
Nikkei ended 0.20 per cent
higher.

In Europe, Frankfurt’s
DAX fell 0.87 per cent, and
Paris CAC 40 shed 0.05 per
cent. London’s FTSE was down
0.01 per cent. 
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Sebi on Wednesday asked
the exchanges dealing with

agri-commodity derivatives to
create a fund for farmers and
FPOs in which the regulatory
fee forgone by the regulator
would be deposited.

Besides, it has issued
framework including action
plan and guiding principles for
the utilisation of fund.

In September last year, the
regulator had decided to levy a
nominal fee of Rs 1 lakh per
exchange instead of levying
charges based on turnover slab
rates and proposed to set up a
fund with the fee foregone 
by it.

Sebi Wednesday said, “it
has been decided that the stock
exchanges dealing with agri-
cultural commodity deriva-
tives shall create a separate fund
earmarked for the benefit of
farmers/FPOs (farmers pro-
ducer organisations) in which
the regulatory fee forgone by
Sebi shall be deposited.”

For the fund, Sebi said the
exchange needs to draw an
action plan for full utilisation
of foregone fee in any financial
year to be utilised during the
succeeding financial year.

Such action plan shall be
drawn up by the 10th of April
of the year in which the fund
has to be utilised, it added.

The exchanges would be

required to disseminate the
details of the action plan on
their websites under intimation
to Sebi.

The earmarked fund shall
not be clubbed with any other
funds such as Investor
Protection Fund, Investor
Services Fund, and Corporate
Social Responsibility Funds,
Sebi said.

Factors like waiver or sub-
sidy in warehousing charges,
reimbursement of cost of bags
provided to farmers and FPOs
for deposits on exchange plat-
form, and subsidising of broker
fee for farmers, among others,
should be considered by
exchanges for preparing action
plan.
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German high-end carmaker
BMW warned on

Wednesday it expects pre-tax
profits “well below” 2018 lev-
els this year as it announced a
massive cost-cutting scheme
aimed at saving 12 billion euros
($13.6 billion) in total by 2022.

A spokesman said that
“well below” could indicate a
tumble of more than 10 per
cent.

The Munich-based group’s
2019 result will be burdened
with massive investments need-
ed for the transition to electric
cars, exchange rate headwinds
and rising raw materials prices,
it said in a statement.

Meanwhile it must pump
more cash into measures to
meet strict European carbon
dioxide (CO2) emissions lim-
its set to bite from next year.

And a one-off windfall in
2018’s results will create a neg-
ative comparison, even though
pre-tax profits already fell 8.1
per cent last year.

Bosses expect a “slight
increase” in sales of BMW and
Mini cars, with a slightly fatter
operating margin that will nev-
ertheless fall short of their 8.0-
per cent target.

“We will continue to imple-

ment forcefully
the necessary
measures for
growth, contin-
uing perfor-
mance increas-
es and efficien-
cy,” finance
d i r e c t o r
Nicolas Peter
said at the
group’s annual
press confer-
ence.

BMW aims
to achieve 12
billion euros of
savings in the
coming years
through “effi-
c i e n c y
improvements”
i n c l u d i n g
reducing the
complexity of
its range.

“Our business model must
remain a profitable one in the
digital era,” chief executive
Harald Krueger said.

This year, most new
recruits at the group will be IT
specialists, while the total num-
ber of employees is set to
remain flat at around 135,000
worldwide.

Departures from the size-
able fraction of the workforce

born during the post-World
War II baby boom and now
reaching retirement age “will
allow us to adapt the business
even more to future topics,”
BMW said.

All the firm’s forecasts are
based on London and Brussels
reaching a deal for an orderly
Brexit and the United States
foregoing new import taxes on
European cars.

“Developments in tariffs”
remain “a significant factor of
uncertainty” in looking to the
future, finance chief Peter said,

adding that “the preparations
for the UK’s exit from the EU
will weigh on 2019’s results as
well”.

In annual results released
ahead of schedule last Friday,
BMW blamed trade headwinds
and new EU emissions tests for
net profits tumbling 16.9 per
cent in 2018, to 7.2 billion
euros.

BMW shares were down
4.6 per cent in midday trading
while Frankfurt’s blue-chip
DAX 30 index was 1.2 per cent
lower.
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Indians are not as happy in
2019 as they were in 2018

and the country figures at
140th place, seven spots down
from last year, on this year’s UN
World Happiness Report
released Wednesday which is
topped by Finland for the sec-
ond year in a row.

The report was released by
the Sustainable Development
Solutions Network for the
United Nations on March 20
which has was declared as
World Happiness Day by the
UN General Assembly in
2012.

The report ranks coun-
tries on six key variables that
support well-being: income,
freedom, trust, healthy life
expectancy, social support and
generosity.

According to the report,
the overall world happiness
has fallen over the past few
years, which has mostly been
fuelled by a sustained drop in
India, which came in 140th
place this year compared with
133rd place in 2018.

The UN’s seventh annual
World Happiness Report,

which ranks the world’s 156
countries on “how happy their
citizens perceive themselves to
be”, also noted that there has
been an increase in negative
emotions, including worry,
sadness and anger.

Finland has been ranked as
the happiest country in the
world for the second year in
succession. The Nordic nation
is followed by Denmark,
Norway, Iceland and The
Netherlands.

Pakistan is ranked 67th,
Bangladesh 125th and China is
place at 93rd, according to the
report. People in war-torn
South Sudan are the most
unhappy with their lives, fol-
lowed by Central African
Republic (155), Afghanistan
(154), Tanzania (153) and
Rwanda (152).

The happiness study ranks
the countries of the world on
the basis of questions from the
Gallup World Poll. The results
are then correlated with other
factors, including GDP and
social security.

The United States ranks at
19th place for happiness,
despite being one of the rich-
est countries in the world. 
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The employability of Indian
engineers continues to be

low as over 80 per cent of them
are unemployable for any job in
the knowledge economy, says a
report.

According to a report by
employability assessment com-
pany Aspiring Minds, only
3.84 per cent of engineers in the
country have the technical,
cognitive and linguistic skills
required for software-related
jobs in start-ups.

Moreover, only 3 per cent
of engineers have new-age
technological skills in areas
such as artificial intelligence,
machine learning, data sci-
ence and mobile development.
The employability in new-age
jobs is pegged at an average 1.7
per cent.

The report said the reasons
for low employability and states
that only 40 per cent engi-
neering graduates do an intern-
ship, while a mere 7 per cent
students do multiple intern-
ships. Also, only 36 per cent do
projects beyond their curricu-
lum.

It added that engineering
discipline in India is very the-
oretical as 60 per cent faculty

doesn’t talk about application of
concepts in the industry and
only 47 per cent of the engi-
neers attend any industry talk.

“We find that a low pro-
portion of engineers take up
projects beyond curriculum
and do internships. Further,
there is a lack of faculty talking
about industry application of
concepts in class or students
getting exposure through
industry talks.

“These need to be reme-
died by aligning incentives of
all stakeholder, building capac-
ity and gamification,” Aspiring
Minds Chief Technology
Officer and co-founder Varun
Aggarwal said.

The report, which is based
on a research conducted on
engineering students from
India, the US and China, found
that the number of engineers in
the US who know how to code
is almost four times than
Indian engineers.

Though Indian engineers
show better potential than
Chinese engineers in writing
correct code, the proportion of
engineers who cannot write
compliable code in India is
almost three times the Chinese
engineers who cannot do so,
according to the report.
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European Union regulators
have hit Google with a 1.49

billion euro ($1.68 billion) fine
for abusing its dominant role in
online advertising.

It’s the third time the
commission has slapped
Google with an antitrust
penalty, following multibil-
lion-dollar fines resulting
from separate probes into two
other parts of the Silicon
Valley giant’s business.

The EU’s competition
commissioner, Margrethe
Vestager, announced the results
of the long-running probe of
Google’s AdSense advertising
business at a news conference
in Brussels on Wednesday.

“Today’s decision is about
how Google abused its domi-

nance to stop websites using
brokers other than the AdSense
platform,” Vestager said.

The commission found
that Google and its parent
company, Alphabet, breached
EU antitrust rules by imposing
restrictive clauses in contracts
with websites that used
AdSense, preventing Google
rivals from placing their ads on
these sites.

Google “prevented its rivals
from having a chance to inno-
vate and to compete in the
market on their merits,”
Vestager said.

“Advertisers and website
owners, they had less choice
and likely faced higher prices
that would be passed on to con-
sumers.”

AdSense is an older Google
product that lets web publish-

ers such as bloggers place text
ads on their websites, with the
content of the ads based on
results from search functions
on their sites.

Microsoft filed an EU
antitrust complaint about the
service in 2009 and the EU
Commission formally launched
its probe in 2016, although it
said at the time that Google had
already made some changes to
allow affected customers more
freedom to show competing
ads.

Last year, Vestager hit the
company with a record 4.34 bil-
lion euro ($5 billion) fine fol-
lowing an investigation into its
Android operating system. In
2017, she slapped Google with
a 2.42 billion euro fine in a case
involving its online shopping
search results. 
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The rupee on Wednesday
recovered by 13 paise to

close at 68.83 against the US
dollar amid sustained buying
by foreign investors in domes-
tic equity markets and lower
crude prices.

However, the local cur-
rency remained cautious ahead
of the US Federal Reserve pol-
icy decision on Wednesday.

Brokers said foreign fund
inflows in the debt and equity
markets helped the rupee
recover. However, the dollar’s
strength overseas capped the
gain, they added.

At the Interbank Foreign
Exchange (forex), the domestic
currency opened lower at 69.11
a dollar and gained to touch the
day’s high of 68.72. It finally set-
tled at 68.83 per dollar, up 13
paise over its previous close.

The rupee on Tuesday had
slipped by 43 paise to close at
68.96 against the dollar.

On a net basis, Foreign
Institutional Investors (FIIs)
bought shares worth a net of
�1,771.61 crore on Wednesday,
while Domestic Institutional

Investors (DIIs) were net sell-
ers to the tune of Rs 1,323.17
crore, provisional data available
with BSE showed.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six curren-
cies, surged 0.07 per cent to
96.44, ahead of the outcome of
the Federal Open Market
Committee (FOMC) meeting.

Meanwhile, brent crude,
the global oil benchmark, was
trading at $67.39 per barrel,
lower by 0.33 per cent.

On the equity front, the 30-
share Sensex continued its win-
ning run for the eighth con-
secutive session Wednesday.
The 30-share index closed at
38,386.75, registering a rise of
23.28 points, or 0.06 per cent.
However, the 50-share Nifty
ended 11.35 points, or 0.10 per
cent, lower at 11,521.05.

Meanwhile, Financial
Benchmark India Private Ltd
(FBIL) set the reference rate for
the rupee/dollar at 68.8604
and for rupee/euro at 78.1446.
The reference rate for
rupee/British pound was fixed
at 91.2846 and for rupee/100
Japanese yen at 61.72.
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The NCLAT on Wednesday
held that statutory liabili-

ty, including income tax and
value added tax dues, of debt-
ridden companies are ‘opera-
tional debt’, which will now
allow the concerned revenue
departments to be treated as
operational creditors.

A two-member NCLAT
bench headed by Chairman
Justice S J Mukhopadhaya
held that Central or State Tax
Departments such as - Income
Tax Department, Sales Tax
Departments and Local
Authority, entitled for dues are
‘operational creditors’ under
the Insolvency & Bankruptcy
Code.

“We hold that all statuto-
ry dues including income tax,
Value Added Tax etc come
within the meaning of
Operational Debt.

“For the said very reason,
we also hold that income tax
department of the central gov-
ernment and the sales tax

Departments of the state
Governments and local
authority, which are entitled
for dues arising out of the
existing law are ‘Operational
Creditor’ within the meaning
of Section 5(20) of the I&B
Code’,” said the appellate tri-
bunal.

The National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) order came over a
four petitions filed by the
Income Tax department, Sales
Tax Department, Maharashtra,
where question as whether
statutory dues come under
the definition of the opera-
tional debt and if yes, then can
they be treated as operational
creditors of the company.

Counsel appearing for
respective companies has con-
tended before the NCLAT that
Income Tax cannot be in the
nature of operational debt as
it refers to the claim in respect
of goods or services, including
employment or a debt in
respect of repayment of dues
of the central, state govern-

ment or local authorities.
However, Income Tax

department and Sales Tax
Department, Maharashtra
contended that operational
debt also included debts aris-
ing under any law payable to
the central  and State
Government.

Consenting to it, the
NCLAT said that goods and
services including employ-
ment are required to keep a
company, a corporate debtor,
operational as a going concern.

“If the Company
(Corporate Debtor’) is opera-
tional and remains a going
concern, only in such case, the
statutory liability, such as pay-
ment of Income Tax, Value
Added Tax etc, will arise,” the
NCLAT said.

“As the ‘Income Tax’,
‘Value Added Tax’ and other
statutory dues arising out of
the existing law, arises when
the Company is operational,
we hold such statutory dues
has direct nexus with opera-
tion of the Company,” it added. 
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The Civil Aviation Ministry
on Wednesday said it is

working with all airlines to pro-
vide sufficient capacity and is
monitoring safety as well as
compliance levels on a daily
basis, amid concerns over flight
cancellations and rise in air-
fares.

The grounding of aircraft
by crisis-hit Jet Airways,
grounding of Boeing MAX
737 planes by SpiceJet and
curtailed schedule of IndiGo,
among other factors, have

impacted flight schedules.
“To ensure passenger con-

venience, stable operations and
affordable fares, MOCA
(Ministry of Civil Aviation) is
working with all airlines to pro-
vide sufficient capacity across
the entire network. We con-
tinue to monitor safety and
compliance on a daily basis,”
the Ministry said in a tweet.

All airlines are required to
follow Passenger Charter
requirements fully and com-
prehensively. Any complaints
may be registered with the
AirSewa portal, it added. 
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The country’s telecom sub-
scriber base for the third

time crossed 120-crore mark
with Reliance Jio, BSNL and
Airtel adding new customers in
January, according to a report
released by telecom regulator
Trai.

“The number of telephone
subscribers in India increased
from 1,197.87 million at the
end of December 2018 to
1,203.77 million at the end of
January 2019, thereby showing
a monthly growth rate of 0.49
per cent,” the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India
said in monthly subscriber
report for January 2019.

Earlier, the subscriber base
crossed the 120-crore mark in
July 2017 and May 2018.

The mobile customer base
grew to 118 crore in January
from 117 crore in December.
The wireline connection in
the country slid to 2.17 crore in
January from 2.18 crore in
December.

Reliance Jio dominated
growth by adding over 93 lakh
new mobile customers. State-
run telecom firm BSNL fol-
lowed Jio by adding 9.82 lakh
mobile subscribers. Bharti
Airtel returned to growth track,
after losing mobile customer in
December, by adding over 1
lakh new customers.

The net increase of telecom
subscriber in January was 59
lakh, compared to over 1 crore
subscribers added by the three
players. However, Vodafone
Idea and Tata Teleservices
jointly lost close to 44 lakh
mobile customers.

The country’s biggest tele-
com operator Vodafone Idea
lost 35.8 lakh mobile cus-
tomers, Tata Teleservices 8.4
lakh and state-run MTNL
4,927 mobile customers.

The wireline connections
declined mainly because of
BSNL losing 90 thousand con-

nections. Private operators Bharti
Airtel and Vodafone added
29,930 and 6,386 connections.

Broadband connections in
the country grew 4.15 per cent
to 54 crore in January from 51.8
crore in December. The mobile
devices-based broadband con-
nections accounted for over 96
per cent of total base with over
52.1 crore subscribers while
wireline connections reached
1.82 crore.

Top-five service providers
constituted 98.63 per cent mar-
ket share of the total broadband
subscribers at the end of

January. Reliance Jio led the
market with 28.94 crore broad-
band subscribers. It was fol-
lowed by Bharti Airtel with 11
crore connections, Vodafone
Idea 10.98 crore, BSNL 2 crore
and and Tata Teleservices
Group 22.6 lakh connections.

BSNL maintained lead in
the wireline broadband seg-
ment with 91.7 lakh connec-
tion. It was followed by Airtel
with 23 lakh connections, Atria
Convergence 14 lakh, Hathway
Cable & Datacom 7.9 connec-
tion and MTNL 7.7 lakh con-
nections. 
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Singapore rejected
Wednesday Sri Lankan

President Maithripala Sirisena’s
allegation it was sheltering a
former central bank chief
wanted for fraud, saying
Colombo failed to provide doc-
uments to support its extradi-
tion request.

Sirisena on Monday
accused Singapore of sheltering
Arjuna Mahendran, one of his
country’s former central bank
chiefs wanted in connection
with a high-profile $74 million
insider trading scam.

Sirisena said he appealed to
Prime Minister Lee Hsien
Loong in January to return
Mahendran, who is believed to
be in Singapore, but claimed
nothing had been done.

Mahendran, a Singapore
national of Sri Lankan origin,
was accused in 2015 of passing
sensitive information to his
bond-dealer son-in-law to
make millions.

The pair are accused of
manipulating bond auctions in
2015 and 2016, causing losses of
over $11 million to the state.

A spokesperson for
Singapore’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said authorities in the

city-state have been cooperat-
ing with their Sri Lankan
counterparts on the case since
January.

However, Sri Lanka’s
request to return Mahendran
“lacked certain information
required under Singapore’s
extradition laws” and the city-
state has requested Colombo to
provide them, the spokesper-
son told AFP.

“To date, Singapore has not
yet received the requested sup-
porting information and docu-
ments,” the spokesperson said.

“We look forward to receiv-
ing the requested information
from Sri Lanka, so that we can
consider the request further in
accordance with our laws.” 

Singapore can extradite
fugitives to declared
Commonwealth countries,
which include Sri Lanka.

In February last year,
Mahendran was named a key
suspect in the multi-million
dollar bond scam in Sri Lanka.
He fled abroad, failing to appear
in court to respond to charges.

A damning presidential
report into the scandal accused
Mahendran of insider trading
and recommended the state
recover its losses from
Mahendran and his son-in-law.
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India on Wednesday
expressed concern over the

widening trade deficit with
China which has ballooned to
over $58 billion, with the coun-
try’s new envoy here saying that
addressing the issue would be
his top priority.

India’s Ambassador to
China Vikram Misri, who
assumed charge on January 8 at
a time when the two Asian
giants were trying to boost their
bilateral ties, told the state-run
Global Times that India is
working with the Chinese side
for ensuring greater market
access to the Indian agricultural
products.

He expressed concern over
the growing trade deficit, which
has now crossed over $58 bil-
lion in over $80 billion trade.

The bilateral trade will
cross the $100 billion mark this
year, he said.
“However, this figure includes
a deficit of $58 billion for
India and this deficit has been
increasing over the years.
Addressing this trade deficit
would be one of my priorities
because it is not really sustain-
able in the long term,” Misri

said.
India is working with the

Chinese side for ensuring greater
market access to the Indian
agricultural products such as
sugar and rice, as well as various
fruits and vegetables, besides
pharmaceuticals and IT, which
are India’s strengths, he said.

The Indian envoy’s inter-
view was carried by the daily on
Wednesday.

“Progress has been made in
some of these areas, but trans-
lating this progress into actual
and sustained exports is impor-
tant. We hope that in this
regard, we will receive support
from the Chinese side and
expand our trade basket.

“In addition, we also need
to address the barriers for
greater access to the Indian
pharmaceuticals and IT prod-
ucts and services in the Chinese
market,” Misri said.

He said that the growth in
bilateral investments has not
kept pace with the expanding
trade volume between the two
countries. While both countries
have emerged as the top invest-
ment destinations for the rest
of the world, mutual invest-
ment growth is yet to catch up.

“Many of the Chinese com-

panies are doing good business
in India. Xiaomi and other
Chinese companies are among
the largest distributors of
mobile phones in India. We
welcome these companies to set
up their manufacturing bases in
India, which would contribute
to lowering the trade deficit.

“We would also like to see
more Chinese investment in
infrastructure, such as roads
and railways, industrial parks
and in the food processing
sector,” Misri said.

The India-China bilateral
trade reached $84.44 billion in
2017.

According to India’s trade
figures, the bilateral trade
deficit crossed $52 billion in
2017. India has been pressing
China to open the IT and
Pharmaceutical sectors for
Indian firms to reduce the
massive trade deficit.

Misri said that another
welcome area for the Chinese
investment would be the hos-
pitality sector, such as restau-
rants that cater to the Chinese
palate, which in turn would be
an attractive factor for Chinese
tourists.

He said that enhancing
people-to-people and cultural

contacts would be another
focus area.

“In 2018, the total number
of travellers from China to India
and vice versa added up to just
one million, which is a minus-
cule number when we consider
that our combined population is
2.6 billion,” he said.

“We need to change these
figures and promote our coun-
tries as preferred tourist desti-
nations for each other. This
would be the best way to
enhance trust and understand-
ing between our two peoples
and further strengthen our
overall bilateral relationship,” he
said, adding that 2020 will
mark the 70th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomat-
ic relations between India and
China and people’s exchanges
would be an important com-
ponent of the celebrations.

Mirsi said that one of the
main reasons for the low num-
ber of Chinese tourists visiting
India could simply be lack of
information.

“We are taking energetic
steps to bridge this information
gap and China has been iden-
tified by us as a priority mar-
ket for India’s tourism 
promotion,” he added.
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KM Mammen, Chairman &
Managing Director, MRF

Ltd has been unanimously
elected as Chairman of
Automotive Tyre
Manufacturers’ Association
(ATMA), the national industry
body for automotive tyre sec-
tor  in India. Anshuman
Singhania, whole-time Director
of JK Tyre & Industries Ltd has
been elected as Vice Chairman
of ATMA.

Set up in 1975, ATMA is
amongst the most active
national industry bodies in
the country representing Rs
60000 crore ($8.5 bn) auto-
motive tyre industry. Eleven
large tyre companies compris-
ing mix of Indian and
International tyre majors and
representing over 95% of pro-
duction of tyres in India are
members of the Association.
ATMA members include
Apollo Tyres, Birla Tyres,
Bridgestone India, Ceat,
Continental India, Goodyear
India, JK Tyre & Industries,
Michelin, MRF, TVS Tyres
and Yokohama.
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India and Peru have con-
cluded a fourth round of

negotiations for a proposed
free trade agreement (FTA) in
the South American nation
last week, the Department of
Commerce said.

The agreement is aimed at
boosting the two-way com-
merce between the countries.

“India and Peru are negoti-
ating a trade agreement covering
goods, services and investment.
The fourth round of negotiations
was held from March 11-15 in
Lima, Peru,” the department
said in a series of tweets.

The main chapters of the
trade agreement include mar-
ket access for goods, trade in
services, movement of profes-
sionals, investments, dispute
settlement, technical barriers to
trade, trade remedies, rules of
origin of goods, customs pro-
cedures and trade facilitation.

In an FTA, two countries
significantly reduce or elimi-
nate duties on most of the
goods traded between them
besides relaxing norms and

rules to promote trade in ser-
vices and increase bilateral
investments.

With growing uncertainties
in its traditional markets,
including the US and Europe,
India is looking to enhance
engagements with other
regions such as Africa, South
America and Central Asia.

The Federation of Indian
Export Organisations (FIEO)
said Peru holds huge potential
for exports and investments for
domestic exporters and busi-
nesses.

“The agreement would
boost bilateral trade. Peru holds
huge export potential for
Indian exporters,” FIEO

President Ganesh Kumar
Gupta said.

Peru ranked third among
export destinations for India in
the Latin America and
Caribbean (LAC) region.

The bilateral trade between
the nations increased to $3.13
billion in 2017-18 from $1.77
billion in the previous fiscal.

Among the top-10 com-
modities that India exports to
Peru are motor vehicles, cars,
auto components, tyres, dyes,
products of iron and steel, cot-
ton yarn and fabrics. While the
imports include bulk minerals
and ores, gold, fertilisers, alu-
minium, coffee, crude oil and
zinc. 
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Islamabad: Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan on
Wednesday extended his greet-
ing to the country’s Hindu
community on the occasion of
Holi. Prime Minister Khan
was joined by other Pakistani
political leaders in wishing the
minority community on Holi.

“Wishing our Hindu com-
munity a very happy and
peaceful Holi, the festival of
colours,” Khan said in a tweet.

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari,
Chairperson of Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP), took to
twitter to wish people on Holi.
“Happy Holi to all my Hindu
brothers and sisters. On the
happy occasion of Holi, let us
spread the wonderful massage
of peace and happiness,” he
wrote. PTI
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Britain has asked EU leaders
to delay Brexit until June

30, Prime Minister Theresa
May told parliament on
Wednesday, on eve of an EU
summit in Brussels.

May said she had written to
EU President Donald Tusk
“informing him that the UK
seeks an extension to the
Article 50 period to June 30”.

“I don’t want a long exten-
sion,” she said, warning that a
longer delay would mean
Britain having to hold
European Parliament elections
at the end of May.

“The idea that three years
after voting to leave the EU, the
people of this country should
be asked to elect a new set of
MEPs is, I believe, unaccept-
able,” she said.

“As Prime Minister, I am
not prepared to delay Brexit

any further than June 30,” she
said. In the letter to Tusk
released by Downing Street,
May said she intended to bring
the Brexit deal she has negoti-
ated with the EU back to par-
liament even though MPs have
rejected it twice by over-
whelming margins.

“If the motion is passed, I
am confident that parliament
will proceed to ratify the deal

constructively. But this will
clearly not be completed before
29 March 2019,” she wrote,
adding that the timetable for
passing the necessary legisla-
tion to allow Brexit was
“inevitably uncertain”.

“I am therefore writing to
inform the European Council
that the UK is seeking an
extension to the Article 50
period... Until 30 June 2019.”

Beira (Mozambique): The
death toll from a cyclone that
smashed into Mozambique and
Zimbabwe rose to more than
300 as rescuers raced against
the clock to help survivors
and the UN led the charge to
provide aid.

“We already have more
than 200 dead, and nearly
350,000 people are at risk,”
Mozambican President Filipe

Nyusi announced on Tuesday,
while the Government in
Zimbabwe said around 100
people had died but 
the toll could be three times
that figure.

The UN, meanwhile, said
that one of the worst storms to
hit southern Africa in decades
had also unleashed a humani-
tarian crisis in Malawi, affect-
ing nearly a million people and

forcing more than 80,000 from
their homes.

Four days after Tropical
Cyclone Idai made landfall,
emergency teams in central
Mozambique fanned out in
boats and helicopters, seeking
to pluck survivors from roofs
and treetops in an inland sea of
floodwater, sometimes in the
dead of night.

Air force personnel from

Mozambique and South Africa
were drafted in to fly rescue
missions, while an NGO called
Rescue South Africa said it had
picked up 34 people since
Friday night, using three heli-
copters. “It is the only way to
access the people that are
stranded,” Rescue SA’s Abrie
Senekal told AFP, saying the
NGO was trying to hire more
helicopters. AFP ��������
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United Nations: India has said
the UN General Assembly must
take lead in finding solutions to
the challenges faced by the
world, slamming the Security
Council for “progressively
undermining” the authority of
the 193-member global body.

India’s Deputy Permanent
Representative K Nagaraj Naidu
said growing number of com-
plex challenges facing the world,
like those related to peace and
security, climate change and sus-
tainable development that cut
across boundaries and regions
can be addressed only through
a genuine multilateral and par-
ticipative process.  

“The General Assembly
must take the lead in setting the
global agenda and in restoring
the centrality of the UN in for-
mulating multilateral approach-
es to resolving transnational
issues,” he said. PTI

Lahore: As Pakistan and India
discuss the alignment of the
Kartarpur Corridor, some 600
villagers who are facing
“forcible eviction” due to the
project say they will block the
development work if denied
compensation of their land on
commercial rates.

The entire population
(600) of village Kothay Khurd,
where Gurdwara Dera Sahib
Kartarpur is located (some
125-km from Lahore), has
been ordered by the district
administration to vacate their

houses immediately for the
development of the Kartarpur
Corridor to facilitate the Sikh
pilgrims from India.

“My ancestors had settled
in the village even before the
partition and now our fifth
generation is living here. Some
officials came here and told the
residents that the government
was planning to build
Kartarpur Corridor on our
land, therefore we will have to
vacate the land,” Mohammad
Arshad of Kothay Khurd told
reporters.

“We are living in the area
for centuries and it was not
possible for us to leave the area
and the graves of our ances-
tors,” another villager Zaeem
Hussain said, adding that the
government officials had only
told them that they would be
compensated after their land
and houses had been acquired.

Hussain said there has
been consensus among the vil-
lagers to sacrifice their agri-
cultural land but none of them
is ready to leave their ancestral
houses. PTI

Islamabad: Pakistan will soon
have a definition to the word
‘terrorism’. This was decided by
Supreme Court Chief Justice
Asif Saeed Khosa on
Wednesday when he consti-
tuted a seven-member bench to
determine the definition of
‘terrorism’ and the cases that
fall within the category,
Pakistani media reported.

The apex court’s decision
comes amid intense pressure
on Pakistan Government to
rein in terror groups like the
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM),
which claimed responsibility

for the Pulwama terror attack
that killed 44 CRPF soldiers.

Pakistan has witnessed a
number of major terror attacks
in the past. At least 595 people,
including Pakistani security
officials, have been killed and
1,030 others injured in 262
terror attacks in Pakistan dur-
ing 2018, the Pak Institute for
Peace Studies, an Islamabad-
based independent think tank
said in January. Pakistani media
reported that since 1997, it is
not determined which case
comes in ambit of terrorism,
Chief Justice Khosa said. PTI

Almaty (Kazakhstan):
Kazakhstan’s Parliament on
Wednesday voted to rename
the country’s capital in honour
of long-time ruler Nursultan
Nazarbayev, a day after he
resigned as President.

“Astana is now officially
renamed Nursultan,” the state-
owned Kazinform news agency
said after a parliamentary vote.

Kazakhstan’s new interim
President Kassym-Jomart
Tokayev proposed renaming
the capital after he was sworn
in following Nazarbayev’s
shock resignation on Tuesday.

In his first official act,

Tokayev asked that Astana —
the gleaming new capital
Nazarbayev erected in the coun-
try’s vast steppes — be renamed
“Nursultan” — which means
“Sultan of Light” in Kazakh and
other Turkic languages.

Astana, the Government’s
showpiece project on the Ishim
river in northern Kazakhstan,
took over as the capital more
than 20 years ago.

It replaced Kazakhstan’s
largest city Almaty as 
the capital in 1997 and was
transformed from a minor
provincial town into a futuris-
tic city. AFP

Paine (Chile): The cows and
horses would have come for the
last blades of grass. Now their
bones are scattered on the
cracked earth, victims of
drought that wiped Santiago’s
weekend playground Lake
Aculeo from the map.

Lake Aculeo’s demise is so
sudden and complete it seems
as if someone had pulled a
giant plug and let all the water
out. So sudden was it that as
recently as 2011 the 4.6 square-
mile lagoon was a thriving
weekend getaway for people
from the Chilean capital an

hour away.
Thousands came here to

swim, water-ski, sail or simply
cool off in the long austral sum-
mer. They camped along its
shores and lined up for tables
at busy lakeside restaurants.

Now, water and cooling
summers on Lake Aculeo are a
fast receding memory. “We
have been suffering drought for
10 years, and now the lake has
disappeared, with tourism,
camping, business, everything,”
laments Marcos Contreras, a
campsite employee.

AFP
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India on
Wednesday sig-

nalled that it will
boycott China’s sec-
ond Belt and Road
Forum for a second
time, saying no
country can partic-
ipate in an initiative
that ignores its core
concerns on sover-
eignty and territorial integrity.

India boycotted the first
Belt and Road Forum (BRF) in
2017 after protesting to Beijing
over the controversial China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) which is being laid
through the Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) overriding New
Delhi’s sovereignty concerns.

Foreign Minister Wang Yi
recently said next month China
plans to hold a much bigger,
second BRF which will also be
attended by Pakistan Prime
Minster Imran Khan.

Speculation is rife whether
India would attend the second
BRF as China has deepened its
commitment to expand the
USD 60 billion CPEC, which
aims to connect China’s
Xinjiang province with
Pakistan’s Gwadar port with a
host of road, rail, gas and oil
pipelines.

China has also undertaken
a host of energy projects under
the aegis of the CPEC.

India’s Ambassador to
China Vikram Misri told the
state-run Global Times that

“above all, connectivity initia-
tives must be pursued in a
manner that respects sover-
eignty, equality and territorial
integrity of nations”.

“No country can partici-
pate in an initiative that ignores
its core concerns on sover-
eignty and territorial integrity,”
he replied to a question about
India’s concerns over the BRI
and whether India would take
part in the second BRF meet.

The Indian envoy’s inter-
view was carried by the daily on
Wednesday. “To be honest, we
have made no secret of our
views and our position on the
BRI is clear and consistent
and one that we have conveyed
to the authorities concerned.

“India shares the global
aspiration to strengthen con-
nectivity and it is an integral
part of our economic and
diplomatic initiatives. We our-
selves are working with many
countries and international
institutions in our region and
beyond on a range of connec-
tivity initiatives,” Misri said.

“However, it is also our

belief that con-
nectivity initia-
tives must be
based on univer-
sally recognised
i n t e r n a t i o n a l
norms, good gov-
ernance and rule
of law. They must
emphasise social
stability and envi-
ronmental protec-
tion and preser-

vation, promote skill and tech-
nology transfers and follow
principles of openness, trans-
parency and financial sustain-
ability,” the Indian envoy said.

India along with the US
and several other countries
have been highlighting the
concerns over the BRI projects,
leaving a number of smaller
countries in debt traps.
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Premier Giuseppe Conte pledged to make Italy the first Group
of Seven nation to join China’s ambitious Belt and Road ini-

tiative, despite objections from the United States and concerns
within his governing coalition.

Speaking to parliament, Conte said that Italy’s signing of a
memorandum of understanding for the infrastructure-building
venture, which is due to happen during the Chinese premier’s
visit this week, would not “in the least” put into question Italy’s
position within the strategic trans-Atlantic alliance or with
European partners. Italy’s signature would be considered a major
legitimation of the project that envisions overland and maritime
routes connecting China with Europe.

���	���	*�������+��
�
&�	��.��������������

+����
�����
.��&
��
4���������#6
;�����
��������6�
��������

Berlin: European Commission
President Jean-Claude Juncker
said on Wednesday it was
unlikely the EU would reach
any decision on Brexit at this
week’s summit, adding that
another gathering in Brussels
may be necessary next week.

With just nine days left until
Britain’s scheduled exit from the
EU, Juncker said the remaining
27 members states’ hands were
tied until the political indecision
in London was resolved.

“As long as we don’t know

what Britain could say yes to,
no decision can be taken on
our side either,” he said.

Exasperated European
leaders are demanding London
tell them clearly what it wants,
warning that the risk remains
that Britain could crash out of
the bloc on March 29, ending
its 46-year membership with-
out formal arrangements.

Juncker insisted the deal
negotiated over two years with
Brussels was remaining mem-
bers states’ final offer. AFP
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�����)�����,��London: The British pound

fell on Wednesday on sim-
mering Brexit tensions after
Prime Minister Theresa May
asked EU leaders to delay the
nation’s departure until June
30. On eve of an EU summit
in Brussels, May told parlia-
ment that she has written to
EU President Donald Tusk to
ask for the withdrawal date
to be moved from March 29.

The European
Commission warned in an
internal briefing note that
delaying Brexit to June 30
would bring “serious legal
and political risks”.

The EU’s executive arm
instead urged leaders to
choose instead a short delay
to May 23 or a longer one at
least until the end of this
year. Around 1300 GMT,
sterling was down almost
one per cent in value, sliding
to USD 1.3149, while the
euro rose to 86.40 pence. The
unit was already in negative
territory prior to May’s
announcement. PTI
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Apinch of gulaal, an abundance
of colour and a stir of bhang —
holi means all that and more.

The day means that there are a pletho-
ra of activities to do and celebrations
to be a part of. But before stepping into
this world of revelry and non-stop fun,
here are a few things that need to be
taken care of to make sure that the cel-
ebrations continue, even post the fes-
tival. 

���������������� ����
Wearing old, retired clothes on

Holi? Not done. It is a festival after all.
The idea is to look vibrant, vivacious
festive and fashion-trendy rather than
tacky and worn-out.

Sandhya Sakhuja, business head,
personal care at India’s largest private
platform for products that are made
from traditional techniques, skills
and hand-based processes and
Soumya Kant, founding member at an
online lingerie brand suggest a few
clothing essentials:
� Go bright in white: White is unof-
ficially the colour of the day. Women
can opt for a white Chikankari kurta
paired with a vibrant bandhani-print-
ed dupatta and/or a coloured churidar
or patiala. Men, can utilise one of their
crisp cotton white shirts as a canvas
for the day.
� Cool cottons: Summers have just
begun and choosing the right kind of
fabric in this heat means half the bat-
tle won. Opt for a cotton kurta as it
will absorb the sweat. It will also dry
out faster after Holi celebrations. Pair
it up with the right-sized lingerie so
that it’s not too tight or loose to avoid
feeling sticky and uncomfortable.
� Nude innerwear all the way:
Always opt for nude lingerie instead
of white. Most people make the mis-
take of wearing white lingerie under-
neath white garments, which is more
visible. Nude-coloured undergarments
blend well with the skin, provide a no-
show underneath your sparkling
whites, offer the best cover and are
your safest bet to wear under the sheer
kurtas.

�����������
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With gulal and colours, come

traces of synthetic pigments which
could potentially harm your hair and
skin. The first suggestion from experts
is oiling hair with coconut, castor or
jojoba oil before you go out in the sun
and your hair gets doused with
colours. It is the most popular, tradi-
tional and convenient way to reduce
hair damage caused by toxic colours.
It greases the hair strands and helps
in removing the colour later. The oil
puts a coating that shields and protects
hair from the chemicals and the
harsh, direct sunrays. It also avoids
colour deposition on the scalp.

They also suggest that split ends

should be chopped off before Holi as
artificial colours can make the hair
drier and cause further split ends.
Apart from that, one of the easiest
ways to protect the hair from damage
is to use a headscarf or a bandana. Tie
up your hair into a bun or make a
ponytail. Ensure that the scalp is
secured, and colours don’t get
absorbed easily.

Well, there are a few things that
your hair needs post-Holi as well.
After playing with colours, washing
your hair correctly helps. Apply a mild
shampoo on the hair, gently massage
the scalp and leave it for about 10 to
15 minutes. This will help in remov-
ing and softening all the dust, artifi-
cial pigments and colours that get
stuck on the scalp. Following that,
apply a rich conditioner to reload the
oil and moisture that have been taken
away by the chemicals.
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It’s important to remember some

safety rules amidst the swirl of
colourful madness. This list from an
Indian e-commerce brand has a few
must-haves to protect your belong-
ings and tech gadgets from water
splash and harmful chemicals in
colours.
� Rubber mobile pouch: Be pre-
pared for water splashes and colours
with a waterproof mobile phone
cover. The pouch is made up of sil-
icon which will seal the gadget and
make sure it is safe from every pos-
sible damage.
� Waterproof speakers: Soundbot
SB518 is a compact waterproof blue-
tooth speaker which comes with a
suction cup at its back. With this, one
can place the speaker even on the
wall to enjoy the party. These  come
with a warranty period of one year
and have a playback time of six hours
with a good battery backup.
� Aviator sunglasses: Do not for-
get to accessorise your look with a
pair of trendy sunglasses. They will
not only protect your eyes from the

scorching heat and colours, but add
to the festive swag and keep up your
style quotient.
� Power bank: A power bank is a
must-have for people who can’t
resist clicking pictures until their bat-
tery dies. Keep your electronic gad-
gets going and capture the lovely
memories for a lifetime.
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Keeping in mind the increasing
awareness about the toxic impact of
commercial colours available in the
market, why not go herbal and nat-
ural this time?

Without having to worry about
allergies, blotches of colour that
refuse to be washed away and other
long-term health implications, this
time, play Holi with flowers. There
are also options in the market where
colours made of flowers and other
natural ingredients are used. Go
natural and have a holi that is happy,
colourful and safe. 

Seekhne ki jab lalak aati hai toh aage
peeche kuch nahi dikhta hai (If you

have the passion to learn, all the hurdles
become immaterial), says Padma
awardee Teejan Bai and a renowned
exponent of Pandavani — a folk art
from Chhattisgarh which involves
narrations and performances from the
Indian epic Mahabharata. 

Teejan Bai started performing since
she was 13. Her journey was full of
struggles yet she chose not to stop
singing, which eventually paid off for
her. She says, “I am the only source of
this art because I have been strong
throughout my journey.”

What makes her journey special is
that she pursued her passion against all
odds. Teejan Bai narrates the struggles
of her life and says, “I hail from Ganiyari
(Chhattisgarh). I used to hear my nana
(maternal grandfather) sing and I learnt
the art from him. It came naturally to
me. Mujhe bola jata tha Pandvani gana
ladkon ka kaam hai, ladkiyon ka nahi.
Sab mujhe mana karte they (I was told
that only men could sing Pandvani,
everyone forbade me from singing it.)”
The mores of the time dictated that
women shouldn’t perform on stage. “My

mother used to punish me for singing
because it was considered a taboo at that
time. I never understood the actual
reason behind it. Why can’t a woman
perform on stage? Just because of her
gender or caste? I used to think, does all
this really matter? I was told that if I
continued doing it, we would be ex-
communicated by the society. Uss

zamaney mein aisa samajha jata tha ki
jinka gharaana acha nahi hai, wahi
aurtein gaati or nachti hai. But I felt,
bhagwaan ki katha to koi bhi gaa sakta
hai, chahe chote ghar se ho yaa ladki jaat
(During that time, it was believed that
women from good households do not
sing or dance. But I felt that since it was
the story about God, anyone could sing

it.) So I continued it. I didn’t listen to my
mother so I was thrown out of my
house. I was very young then. My
parents loved me, but they wanted me to
give up on Pandvani, which I didn’t do. I
got married thrice. Even my in-laws
used to say, humein gaana gaanewali
nahi, khaana bananewali chahiye (we
would want someone who could cook,
rather than sing),” says she.

Recently Aaliya Nawazuddin
Siddiqui (wife of Nawazuddin Siddiqui)
and producer Manju Garhwal
announced a biopic on the legendary
artist. 

Aaliya narrates that she came upon
the idea as she always wants to make the
biopic on her life. She says, “I have habit
of listening to music on YouTube. And
one day I was scrolling down and I
came across amma’s performance. It
been almost five years now. I instantly
got attracted towards her music and the
way she was performing. It blew my
mind. Through this movie I want to pay
homage to her. Amma crossed so many
hurdles in her life and here she is now as
she kept her eyes on the stars and her
feet on the ground. She is a true legend,
everyone must know the story of her
life. It will be inspiring.”

Aaliya feels that there are many
facets in her life that can be written
about and that is why she wants Teejan

Bai’s life to be immortalised lyrically by
Gulzar Sahab. She strongly feels that
this can be a story of every Indian
women.

She says that they are trying to
approach Amitabh Bachchan for the
role of her nana and probably Vidya
Balan for the role of Teejan Bai. 

“It is heartwarming to see her
simplicity and honesty,” adds Aaliya
since Teejan Bai continues to enthrall
audiences, the world over, with her
unique folk singing and her powerful
voice. 

But the legendary singer does not
want the art to pass into oblivion with
her so she is passing on her singing to
the younger generation. “It is stalwarts
like her who have kept our country’s
culture and art alive. You need to
conserve what is yours. It hurts to see
that today’s generation might not even
know about her,” says Aaliya.

The recipient of many awards like
the Padma Shri in 1987, Padma
Bhushan in 2003, and Padma
Vibhushan in 2019 by Government of
India, besides 1995 Sangeet Natak
Akademi Award, Teejan naively
admitted, “I didn’t have the knowledge
about these awards They make me feel
that I have been strong. (Padma
Awards) until people told me what they
meant.” 

Refusing to give in to tradition,
Teejan Bai fought all the norms created
by the society at a time when women
barely had the right to speak up. 
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Zearalenone is a toxin pro-
duced by soil fungi which

behaves like an endocrine dis-
ruptor in humans. This means
that this fungus can possibly lead
to hormonal imbalances, birth
defects and other developmen-
tal disorders. Various studies
have also indicated signs of early
puberty in girls on exposure to
high intake of this toxin.

The findings of this research
published in the ‘Journal of
Food Science’ present a quanti-
tative assessment of zearalenone
contamination in cereals based
on their daily consumption val-
ues. The experiment was carried
on 117 unbranded samples of
corn, wheat, rice and oats in
Uttar Pradesh. After analysing
the average cereal consumed, the
daily intake of zearalenone in rice
was found to be 17 times high-
er than the prescribed limit by
the European Food Safety
Authority Standards (EFSA). In
case of wheat samples, the daily
intake of zearalenone was seven
times higher than EFSA limits. 

In India, regulatory mecha-
nisms are in place to control the
contamination of fungal toxins
which have previously lead to
disease outbreaks in humans and
animals, including aflatoxins
which affects nuts, deoxyni-
valenol and ergot, which infests
cereal grains. Last year, 56 cows
were found dead after grazing on
post harvest cuttings of maize,
which was later found to be con-
taminated by aflatoxins in the
Guntur district of Andhra
Pradesh.

Being a tropical country, the
warm and humid climate of
India inherently provides
favourable conditions for mould
infection to develop in food
crops. Hot weather also compli-
ments the nature of zearalenone,
which can endure very high tem-

peratures. Zearalenone starts to
accumulate as storage protein in
the cereal grains during the
storing, milling and other high
temperature processing. 

The important fact to note
about zearalenone is that the
spores of this fungus are perme-
ating, which makes all cereal
grain vulnerable to invasion and
infestation. Geographical factors
and environmental conditions
such as erratic rain and high
moisture makes fungal infection
thrive in standing crops as well
as stored food grains in ware-
houses, after harvest. “In the
absence of any regulatory limits,

the Indian population is at a
greater risk of zearalenone expo-
sure by consuming highly con-
taminated cereals,” says Mukul
Das, a senior toxicologist who
designed the study.  When asked
about the presence of zear-
alenone in food grain, con-
sumers in local market of Delhi
said that they were now ‘simply
apprehensive about the food
they are consuming’.

While the research was con-
ducted on cereal samples in
Uttar Pradesh, the presence of
this toxic fungus has indicated a
potential risk for the Indian
population. However, there is a
need of further examination
and quantitative analysis at the
national level. 

Considering the fact that
about 80 per cent of the Indian
population consumes wheat and
rice as their staple food, the expo-
sure risk assessment of zear-
alenone serves as an important
revelation for ensuring food
safety. This also calls for imme-
diate regulatory framework by
the FSSAI to prescribe limits for
zearalenone.

(The author is an engineer.)
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The Netherlands where,
within the department of build-
ing Credit Risk Models, the
pressure to work with regulato-
ry banking deadline is
immense. With a high-powered
set up, there is a constant need
to be on one's toes. be high
paced, extremely driven and
sometimes willing to put in
more number of hours than is
stipulated in the employment
contract.  

Within this setup, I have
observed differences in the
management and leadership
styles of men and women. I
have noticed that men, on an
average, showcase more
confidence on taking
up a role than
women do,
despite few of
them being
equally or
s o m e t i m e s
lesser qualified
than women for
the same role. It
has also been
observed that men
and women, in general,
react differently to success. In
fact, success and likeability are
related to some extent and
there appear to be different
rules for men and women from
a stereotypical point of view. It
is a common trend that the
more success women tend
achieve in an organisation, the
more they are perceived as
being bossy, bordering towards
being disliked. This is especial-
ly the case when the top man-
agement is populated by more
men than women. 

Sheryl Sandberg in her
book ‘Lean In’, suggests that
owning one's success is the key
to achieving more success.
Professional advancement
depends upon people believing
that an employee is contribut-
ing to good results. Men can
comfortably claim credit for
what they do as long as they
don’t veer into arrogance. For
women, taking credit comes at
a real social and professional
cost. In fact, there have been

studies to show that a woman
who explains why she is quali-
fied or mentions previous suc-
cesses in a job interview, can
lower her chances of getting
hired. The studies showcase that
they generally come across as
being more arrogant for taking
claim of their successes. From
personal experience, I was able
to identify these differences in
behaviours and perceptions.
This kind of ‘owning of success-
es’ was typical of the male lead
consultant on our project,
despite him having fewer num-
bers of years of experience
than anyone on the team.
However, it was interesting to

note that when his
counterpart, a

female lead who
had more years
of experience
than him was
leaving the
project with a
higher contri-

bution from
her end and a

lesser display of
her contributions,

she gave more credit to
the team for contributing in her
success than she gave herself. 

I feel that it is common-
place to notice that women are
not so ‘out there’ as men are.
Part of the reason for this
behavioural difference is the
way boys and girls are raised. In
a study conducted by Duke
University, it was seen that
parents usually instructed their
daughters to ‘be careful’, ‘not do
this or that’, imploring them to
be safe and not be adventurous.
In contrast, from a very early
age, boys are encouraged to take
charge and offer their opinions.
They are told to be adventurous
and raised to be ‘go-getters’. This
is how young women inter-
nalise societal cues about what
defines ‘appropriate’ behaviour
and in turn silence themselves.
This is palpable in meetings and
discussions and can negatively
or adversely affect their careers.

(The author is Malika
Davar. The views expressed are
personal)

The Steel Authority of India
Limited (SAIL), has

launched Smart Garbage Bins
made of SALEM stainless steel
in Delhi, which will be able to
send signals to the collection
vehicle about the ‘fill-up’ posi-
tion. A Smart Garbage Station
will be set up at Bhikaji Cama
Place in Delhi, which is being
developed by the South Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(SDMC).

The smart stations will be
equipped with a RCC pit in
which the environment friend-
ly stainless steel bins will be
placed. There will be separate
bins for recyclable and non-

recyclable wastes. Since the bins
will be placed under ground, the
pit will be covered with a cover,
fabricated out of stainless steel,
slip free sheets. Suitable open-
ings will be kept on the pit cover
through which the sanitation
crew can dump the collected
garbage into the stainless steel
bins. It is planned to have IOT
(Internet of Things) enabled
Gazelle sensors on the pit cover
which will transmit the signals
to the collection vehicle about
the ‘fill-up’ position. The com-
pactor will lift the stainless steel
bins from the underground pits
and empty the garbage into the
compactor vehicle.
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Aconfident Nirma Devi
from Gaya, Bihar, says

“We use condoms in our
house.” Her transformation
from a diminutive girl, married
off early, to the present, fervent
advocate of family planning
(FP), is exemplary. She repre-
sents women of today, ready to
break away from societal pres-
sures.

Indian women have had a
metamorphic journey since
independence, with transfor-
mative improvements in edu-
cation and employment.
Challenges, however, persist, a
number of which can be over-
come by giving women control
over their own bodies and sex-
ual and reproductive health
(SRH) decisions. India’s com-
plex social fabric gives women
little freedom over fertility
decisions. There is a clear dis-
connect between the desired
fertility rate among women
(1.8 as per the fourth National
Family Health Survey), as
against the total fertility rate
(TFR) of 2.2. Furthermore,
there are wide disparities in
TFR across the nation, ranging
from 3.4 in Bihar to 1.2 in
Sikkim. 

Family planning (FP)  has
proven to impact all
Sustainable Development
Goals. Timely investments in
FP would allow women to
complete their education, enter
the workforce and plan fami-
lies—eventually benefiting the
nation and the economy. While
FP programmes must ensure
women have access to SRH ser-
vices, their success depends on
several factors like quality of
care, adequate infrastructure,
counseling services, positive
provider attitudes and so on.

Elucidating the potential
benefits of investing in FP,
findings from a study by  the
Population Foundation of India
titled ‘Cost of Inaction in
Family Planning in India: An
Analysis of Health and
Economic Implications’, states
that India can prevent up to 2.9
million infant deaths, 1.2 mil-
lion maternal deaths, 206 mil-
lion unsafe abortions, and 69

million additional births by
2031 if FP programmes are pri-
oritised. There can also be an
additional 13 per cent increase
in India’s per capita GDP. These
findings echo a 2013-14 esti-
mate by the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare (MoHFW),
which stated that if unmet
need for FP is addressed in the
next five years, India could
avert 35,000 maternal and 12
lakh infant deaths. The provi-
sion of safe abortion services,
together with FP services, could
save the economy approxi-
mately �6,500 crore during
this period.

There are 80 million
teenage girls in India today and
the country’s progress rests as
much on its young girls as on
its young boys. With 65 per
cent of the population under
the age of 35, policymakers
must view this population
momentum as an asset. Strong
social commitment and polit-
ical will are needed to over-
come structural barriers
impeding the progress of
women and girls. The nation-
al population debate needs to
relocate its emphasis from only
reducing numbers to empow-
ering people, especially women.
The ambitious Ayushman
Bharat programme aims to
leave no one behind and the
government must ensure that
SRH of women and girls are
put on priority.

(The author is executive
director of the Population

Foundation of India).
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The profession of Company
Secretaries (CS) has been seen as
an important part of any organ-

isation. ASHOK KUMAR DIXIT shares his
views on the future of one of the most
prestigious and sought after professions
of the nation and the role of company
secretaries in shaping the governance
culture of the corporates of the coun-
try. Edited excerpts form the interview:

� What does it take to be a compa-
ny secretary?
There are two entry points into the pro-
fession —Foundation Programme for
10+2 pass students and the Executive
Programme, wherein a graduate
(except fine arts) is directly admitted
to the Company Secretaryship Course
of the Institute of Company Secretaries
of India (ICSI). The Foundation
Programme is like a filter to determine
the students who have the acumen to
purse the profession.

� What is the reason for the low pass
percentage in the Executive
Programme?
It is important to understand that the
role of a company secretary has evolved
over the years and it is important to
align the curriculum with the contem-
porary developments and the demands
of the corporate. Today the CS is a key
managerial personnel in an organisa-
tion and his/her role is no longer lim-
ited to taking minutes of a meeting or
acting as an interface between the
board and its stakeholders. Our focus
is on raising the standard and bench-
marks for the profession. Thus, this
course requires rigorous efforts to meet
the tough standards which act as the
litmus test to determine the deserving
candidates for the high-stake and
responsible role that the CS has to play
in an organisation. The students need
to understand that analysis and appli-
cation skills, as envisaged in the cur-
riculum and evaluation methodology,
is the way forward.

� What other courses are available
apart from the Foundation and the
Executive Programme?
We have a host of Certification and
Post Membership Qualification (PMQ)
courses. Those persons who are already
company secretaries can enroll for the
PMQ course in Corporate Governance.
The Certificate Courses have been
launched on varied topics such as GST,
Internal Audit and CSR. The response
to the Certificate Courses has been

quite encouraging. We also have mem-
orandum of understanding (MOU)
with universities which recognise CS
qualification to pursue Ph.D or post-
graduation after the students become
a member of the ICSI.

� What are the initiatives taken by
the ICSI to regulate and develop the
profession?
The Company Secretaries Act, 1980
and the Regulations framed thereun-
der, lay down a strong foundation for
the regulation and development of the
profession. The Council of the Institute
from time to time is issuing various
guidelines to regulate the members and
build their capacities in the profession.
The guidelines provide for mandato-
ry attendance at learning programmes,
dress code to be followed by compa-
ny secretaries, peer review by fellow
professionals, advertising of profession-
al services, and so on. There are three
entities working within ICSI which reg-
ulate and carry out activities towards
development of the profession of com-
pany secretaries. 

The ICSI has formed a Section 8
(Companies Act, 2013) company, ICSI
Institute of Insolvency Professional
(ICSI IIP), which is registered as an
Insolvency Professional Agency with
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board
of India (IBBI), which has around 800

members on its roll. The ICSI IIP edu-
cates, develops, trains and monitors the
insolvency professionals enrolled with
it and has disciplinary mechanism to
regulate them. The portfolio of mem-
bers enrolled with ICSI IIP include,
company secretaries, chartered accoun-
tants, advocates, cost accountants,
bankers, management professionals
among others. The members enrolled
with ICSI IIP are handling corporate
insolvency resolution process, liquida-
tion, voluntary liquidations under the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code,
2016. 

ICSI also has another Section 8
(Companies Act, 2013) company,
called ICSI Registered Valuers
Organisation (ICSI RVO), registered
with the IBBI, with the objective of
educating, regulating and monitoring
the discipline of Registered Valuers.
Any professional possessing the qual-
ification of CS/CA/CMA/MBA, with
three years of post-qualification expe-
rience, is eligible to conduct the valu-
ation of ‘Securities or Financial Assets’.
The requirement of Registered Valuers
has enhanced professional opportuni-
ties for both the company secretaries
and other professionals as well. In
terms of the provisions of Section 247
of the Companies Act, 2013, where a
valuation is required to be made in
respect of any property, stocks, shares,
debentures, securities or goodwill or
any other assets or net worth of a com-
pany or its liabilities under the provi-
sion of this Act, it shall be valued by a
Registered Valuer. The ICSI RVO
conducts 50 hours’ Educational Course
according to the syllabus notified by the
IBBI, which is a pre-requisite for
appearing in the entrance examination
conducted by IBBI. 

Apart from this, the ICSI has set
up the Governance Research and
Knowledge Foundation (GRKF),
which undertakes research and devel-
opment activities. There is another
entity known as the ICSI Centre for
Corporate Governance, Research and
Training (CCGRT) at Navi Mumbai,
which is dedicated to research and
training in the field of economics, tax-
ation, capital markets and so on. The
Institute has recently set up a Centre
of Excellence in Hyderabad.

� How the Regional Councils and
Chapters contributing to the growth
of ICSI?
Under the Company Secretaries Act,
1980, the ICSI has been mandated with
the development and growth of the
profession of company secretaries.
The chapters are playing a major role
in achieving this objective. As of now,
we have 70 chapters in almost all major
cities and state capitals and four
Regional Councils in Delhi, Mumbai,
Kolkata and Chennai. Though it is a
distance learning course, the chapters
are providing class room teaching,
library facilities, personality develop-
ment and grooming workshops, on-
spot career counselling and other
training facilities to the students, to help
them in their studies at a subsidised or

minimal cost. The chapters work to
facilitate the students and the members
across the country and function as an
interface between them and the
Headquarter. They are responsible for
conducting seminars and training
programmes at the city and district lev-
els to make education more inclusive.
It is important to note that we have a
scheme for the students in Jammu and
Kashmir and the North East region,
where a concession in fee is permissi-
ble in comparison to other cities, to
facilitate students of these places to pur-
sue this course.

� What are the international recog-
nition programmes available for the
members of ICSI?
We have an MOU with ICSA-UK
which works on a reciprocal arrange-
ment. The company secretaries, after
passing few of the papers of ICSA-UK,
become eligible to obtain the member-
ship of ICSA-UK. The arrangement
enhances overseas employability of the
members and reciprocally opens the
gates for professionals who are mem-
bers of the UK counterpart for employ-
ment in India. UK-NARIC or the
National Recognition and Information
Centre of UK has now recognised
members of ICSI in UK and Dubai.
The CS Executive Programme pass
candidate of ICSI is equivalent to the
graduate in UK and Dubai and the CS
Professional Programme pass candi-
date of ICSI is equivalent to the post
graduate in UK and Dubai, according
to this recognition programme.

� What according to you are the best
practices in corporate governance
that India should follow?
I believe that absolute disclosure,
transparency and ethical business
practices should be the key focus for
any organisation. I feel that out of these,
transparency is the prerequisite.

� What are some of the CSR initia-
tives?
We have taken an innovative initiative
called ‘Shaheed Ki Beti’. When we invite
dignitaries or guests to address the stu-
dents or the members for seminars or
to take an industry relevant lecture,
rather than presenting them a memen-
to, we honour their contribution by
presenting them a ‘Shaheed Ki Beti’
Certificate. The amount saved by the
institute on account of the memento
is given to the Defence Ministry for
education of daughters of the martyrs.

The National Book Trust
(NBT) India is organising

a job-oriented book publish-
ing course in association with
the Central University of
Jammu at  Samba, from
March 25-31, under the skill
development initiatives.
Graduates in any discipline
are eligible to register for the
course. The details of the
course are available on NBT’s
website-www.nbtindia.gov.in.
The chairman of NBT India,
Prof Govind Prasad Sharma,
and the vice chancellor of the
Central University of Jammu,
Prof Ashok Aima, will grace
the inaugural function on
March 25.
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After drawing over 43,000
business visitors and del-

egates from India and abroad,
the 34th edition of AAHAR,
a specialised  international
food and hospitality event of
India Trade Promotion
Organisation (ITPO) and
apex industry bodies con-
cluded on a successful note at
Pragati Maidan, New Delhi,
recently.  Almost all 560 par-
ticipants from India and
abroad expressed their satis-
faction over the business
response, tie-ups, networking
and joint ventures in the fair.
Santosh Kumar Sarangi, Joint
Secretary and Pravin
Bonigala, Joint Secretary,
Department of Commerce,
Government of India and
Deepak Kumar, Executive
Director, ITPO, jointly pre-
sented the Awards for
Excellence in display in differ-
ent categories which includ-
ed F&B Equipment, Food
and Processed Food,
Hospitality and Décor
Solutions and Foreign sector. 
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Four-time defending champi-
ons India stormed into the
final of the SAFF Women's

football championship with a
resounding 4-0 win over
Bangladesh here on Wednesday.

Dalima Chhibber opened the
scoring for India, which was fol-
lowed by a brace from Indumathi
Kathiresan and an injury-time
strike by Manisha as the defending
champions took their tally to 15
goals in three matches in the tour-
nament at the Sahid Rangashala
Stadium.

The match began with both
teams going hard from the first
whistle as Bangladesh looked to
make the most of their physical
prowess and pressed the Indian
defenders with rigorous pace.

The Indian centre-back duo of
Ashalata and Sweety Devi, howev-
er, stood tall and denied the oppo-
sition forwards any sniff at goal.

After a tense start, the Indians
found their foothold and in the
18th minute, Sanju curled in an
excellent delivery from the left that
fell to Dalima inside the box and
the right-back made no mistake as
she placed the ball into the back of
the net.

The tempo of the match went
up a notch after the opener, with
both sides creating good scoring

chances.
Bangladesh centre-back

Mosammat Khatun skied an effort
from close range while Sanju was

denied by the rival custodian in a
one-on-one situation in quick suc-
cession.

India scored their second goal

in the 23rd minute through mid-
fielder Indumathi, who showed
excellent composure to slot the ball
past the keeper after being played

through with a delightful reverse
through-ball from Sanju.

Bangladesh then looked to hit
back, trying their luck from dis-

tance, only to be denied by a con-
fident Aditi Chauhan in goal.

India, who scored 11 goals in
their first two matches of the tour-
nament, showed their prowess
with a classic counter-attack goal
in the 37th minute to triple their
lead.

Dalima played the ball out
from the right after an attack from
Bangladesh and in no time, Sanju
and Sandhiya combined well to put
through Indumathi once again,
who found the net with a well-
placed finish for her second strike
of the day.

After the change of ends, it was
India that started out stronger
and controlled most of the posses-
sion.

Sanju and Dangmei Grace

were a handful for the Bangladesh
defence down the flanks and it was
the latter who came close to scor-
ing at the hour mark but saw her
shot sail past across the goal.

Coach Maymol Rocky brought
on Anju Tamang and Manisha in
place of Ratanbala Devi and Grace
respectively, and both substitutes
produced impactful performances
as soon as they came on.

In the dying minutes of the
game, Manisha pounced on a loose
ball inside the box, rounded the
keeper and scored her first goal.

It was her first goal of the tour-
nament which helped in making
the scoreline 4-0 and in favour of
India.

India will take on hosts Nepal
in the summit clash on Friday. 
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India will aim for a maiden appear-
ance in the final round of the AFC

U-23 Championship Qualifiers when
they begin their campaign at the con-
tinental football tournament, start-
ing in Tashkent, Uzbekistan on
March 22.

India have never made it to the
final round of the AFC U23
Championship until now and in
Tashkent too, the road looks tough
as they have been clubbed along side
defending champions Uzbekistan
and Tajikistan.

India U-23 team head coach
Derrick Pereira named 10 19-year-
olds and even a 16-year-old in the
squad.

"We should be excited about the
possibility of making history,"
quipped Pereira.

"We need to find the right com-

bination and fight with the correct
spirit."

Pereira further went on to stress
the importance of the friendly that
India played against Qatar.

"This is why the friendly against
Qatar was so helpful. They are a tech-
nically accomplished side, and we
showed that we can perform well
against such teams," he said.

"In our group, Uzbekistan is the
team that has the acumen for such
style of football, and judging by our
last game, I think we can stand our
ground against them."

India had controlled large share
of possession against Qatar, whose
senior team had clinched the AFC
Asian Cup title, earlier this year.

Although the Blue Colts creat-
ed a lot of opportunities, they failed
to utilise their chances, which is
something that Pereira has been
working on.

However, the 57-year-old
believes that finishing is not the sole
responsibility of his attackers.

"Scoring is not the only respon-
sibility of my strikers. The whole
team should work together to create
opportunities. Whoever gets the
chance, in the end, needs to keep
calm and finish it, but the main
emphasis is on teamwork," he said.

India U-23 squad:
Goalkeepers: Dheeraj Singh,

Prabhsukhan Gill, Md Nawaz.
Defenders: Narender, Nishu

Kumar, Sarthak Golui, Gaurav Bora,
Mehtab Singh, Anwar Ali, Asish Rai.

Midfielders: Jerry
Mawihmingthanga, Lallianzuala
Chhangte, Vinit Rai, Sahal Abdul,
Amarjit Singh, Rohit Kumar,
Anirudh Thapa, Komal Thatal,
Rahul KP.

Forwards: Liston Colaco, Daniel
Lalhlimpuia, Rahim Ali, Rohit Danu. 
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Star javelin thrower Neeraj Chopra was on
Wednesday named to lead a 39-member

Indian athletics team for next month's Asian
Championships in Doha, with sprint sensation
Hima Das also making the cut in 400m despite
her recent below-par show.

National record holders, Mohd. Anas (400m),
Jinson Johnson (800m and 1500m), Dharun
Ayyasamy (400m hurdles), Avinash Sable (3000m
steeplechase), Tajinder Pal Singh Toor (shot put),
Dutte Chand (200m) and Annu Rani (javelin

throw) were also among those named in the team.
Tejaswin Shankar (high jump) and M

Shreeshankar (long jump) — both national
record holders — were left out of the team for
different reasons while seasoned campaigners
Seema Antil (discus throw) and Arpinder Singh
(triple jump) opted out of the continental
showpiece to focus on the World Championships
later this year.

Sanjivani Jadhav, who recently returned pos-
itive for a specified substance, was also named
in the team for 10,000m race subject to clear-
ance by the NADA.
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Ace shuttler Saina Nehwal Wednesday pulled out of
the Indian Open BWF World Tour Super 500 which

begins here  on Tuesday, after failing to recover from
an acute gastroenteritis problem.

Saina, who turned 29 last Monday, had played
through pain during the All England Championships
after suffering from an acute gastroenteritis and mild
pancreatitis ahead of the tournament.

She was forced to withdraw from Swiss Open last
week and was admitted to hospital for treatment.

On Wednesday, Saina informed Badminton

Association of India (BAI) about her decision to with-
draw from the USD 350,000 tournament on medical
grounds.

"She has not been well since the All England
Championship. She sent the letter to withdraw citing
stomach pain," a BAI official told PTI on condition of
anonymity.

Last week, Saina, who had reached the quarter-finals
of the All England Championship, had broken the news
that she was advised to get admitted to get treated for
her illness.  Saina had won the India Open women's
singles title in 2015. Olympic silver medallist and for-
mer champion P V Sindhu will now be India's only title
contender in women's singles. 
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Former captain and India A team
coach Rahul Dravid Wednesday
said there cannot be a one-size-

fits-all policy on workload management
and players are smart enough to know
where to draw the line.

Wading into the ongoing debate on
how the players should manage their
workload in the IPL, starting March 23,
followed by the ODI World Cup in
England in May, Dravid said in most
cases cricketers know how to handle
themselves.

"Most players are smart about
these things. They know how to han-
dle their body. I don't think the play-
ers would put their body on the line. I
was reading Patrick Cummins
(Australia pacer) saying that he feels
better bowling when he is constantly
playing rather than resting and com-
ing back," Dravid said.

"So to each player, it's different.
There cannot be a blanket case that all
should be rested. We have to just trust
the players. They know what needs to
be done," he added.

He was speaking at the launch of
ESPNCricinfo's new metrics, Superstats,
along with former India teammate
Sanjay Manjrekar here.

Manjrekar was even more forth-
right in his views on the matter and said
the Cricket Board should not put
pressure on IPL franchises to rest
players in view of the World Cup, start-
ing May 30.

"My views won't be appreciated.
This is free enterprise. IPL is capitalism
at its best. I don't think there should be
any outside interference. It should be
up to the franchises.

"Don't think there should be pres-
sure (on IPL franchises) from the
Cricket Board (BCCI) (to rest some
players)," the former Test batsman-
turned-commentator remarked.

Reflecting on India's World Cup
chances, Dravid said the 2-3 home ODI

series loss to Australia recently could
end up helping the cause of Virat Kohli
and his men when they play in the
World Cup.

"I think there was a bit of notion
that we are going walk there and win

the World Cup easily. So it's a good
thing that has happened. What it has
(the outcome against Australia) has
reminded us is that we have to play the
World Cup very, very well," said Dravid.

"India has performed well in the

last couple of years. There was a little
bit of talk that we are almost going to
walk in there and win the World Cup
very easily because we are the No 1
team and we have been dominating
one-day cricket for the last couple of
years.

"But I don't find anything strange,
from my perspective, watching the
series. I still feel that we are going to be
one of the favourites. But it's going to
be tough. It's going to be competitive,"
the batting stalwart explained. 
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The Indian team manage-
ment has slotted Mahendra

Singh Dhoni as a potential
number five in their line-up
moving into the World Cup but
at Chennai Super Kings, their
skipper will be batting a notch
higher at No 4, said coach
Stephen Fleming.

Dhoni, who will be leading
the defending champions for
the 10th year, would be used as
a floater if required but Kedar
Jadhav's presence makes it eas-
ier to fix the slots.

"Dhoni batted pretty much
(at) No. 4 last year but we do
use him in a little bit of a flex-
ible role, so that won't change,"
Fleming said at the media con-
ference organised by CSK.

"His (Dhoni's) form has
been outstanding in the past 10
months. We have a new play-
er as well (Kedar Jadhav) which
is great. So, we're really happy
with the (batting) order and the
thoughts around that," Fleming
told reporters at an event to
launch CSK merchandise here.

Kedar played the first
match of the last season before
a hamstring tear kept him out
for nearly six months.

CSK is a team that's core is
formed with players in their
mid or late 30's but Fleming

points out at the mindset,
which made all the difference.

He alluded the team's
memorable triumph on the
comeback last year to mindset,
(team) environment and cul-
ture apart from winning the big
moments to a question on
CSK's balance compared to
other teams.

"We tend not to do it (com-
pare). Because if you start
looking at other teams, you're
trapped away from what's good
or bad of your own. There's
enough great players with each
side, so it comes down to
mindset, team environment
and culture and winning big
moments," Fleming said.

He spoke about how the
team won the crucial moments
which proved to be decisive in
the end.

"Last year, we just won big
moments. We're just big on
team culture and empowering
the players to make decisions
and win big moments. And last
year was a snapshot of that.

"Even though the 'young'
man (34-year-old Kedar
Jadhav) was only with us for
one game, he played a huge
part in winning that game
with Bravo. And Faf du Plessis
and Watson at the end. And the
usual suspects like Dhoni and
Raina."
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India all-rounder Kedar Jadhav
on Wednesday said he will

have to manage his bowling to
remain fit during the two-
month long Indian Premier
League, amid concerns around
players' workload ahead of the
upcoming World Cup.

"My workload, I think, is
about managing my bowling. In
Chennai Super Kings, I don't
think I need to bowl as much as
I do in the Indian team," said
Jadhav, who is expected to share
the responsibility of the fifth
bowler during the World Cup
starting on May 30.

"We all are professional
cricketers and we know how to
manage our bodies. How you
recover after every IPL game
really matters during this two-
month period. You can't just
improve in one training session."

Jadhav said it was up to
individuals to handle the situa-
tion and the players need to
work in tandem with the Indian
team's trainers and physios as
well as that of IPL franchises.

"Obviously, its up to the
individuals and we are smart
enough to handle the situation.
We will work in tandem with
trainers and physios of Indian
team as well as the franchisees,"

he said.
"We have got some notes

(from the Indian trainers and
physios) and we have to follow
them."

Jadhav, who was ruled out
of last year's IPL after the open-
ing match owing to a hamstring
injury, said it is every cricketer's
dream to play in a World Cup,
but for now his focus will be on
giving his best for the Chennai
outfit.

"Basically every cricketer
who plays for India it's a dream
for him to feature in a World
Cup team, and I'm no different
to that," Jadhav said.
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Indian spinner Kuldeep Yadav
says Mahendra Singh Dhoni's

understanding of match situations
beats that of the bowlers and the
former captain's presence behind
the stumps makes his job easy.

Yadav, who is quite vocal in his
admiration for Dhoni, said he feels
lucky to play alongside the iconic
keeper-batsman, who led India to
two world titles.

"He always guides us bowlers,
whenever he feels the need to get
his message across he does it.
When the wicketkeeper supports
you like that, it becomes easier for
the bowler," Yadav was quoted as
saying by India Today's YouTube
channel 'Sports Tak'.

"A lot of times, the bowler is
not able to understand the situation
but the wicketkeeper understands
it better. Mahi bhai is just like that.

"He has so much experience.
He tells gives us small details and

even when he doesn't, I make sure
to ask him for guidance. Chahal
and I feel very lucky to be playing
with him. Bowling becomes easi-
er with Mahi bhai behind the
stumps," he added.

Speaking on India's chances at
the World Cup in England, start-

ing May 30, Yadav said the 2011
champions are in with a great
opportunity but he also expects
teams like England and Pakistan to
do well.

"We definitely have the chance
to bring the World Cup home. But
I feel England has a strong batting

line-up as compared to the other
teams. They will be playing in
home conditions.

"I think Pakistan will also per-
form well in the World Cup look-
ing at the way they have been per-
forming. So I think England and
Pakistan will be the ones to watch
out for," Yadav said.

The left-arm spinner also laud-
ed India's pace attack.

"We have a very good combi-
nation of bowlers in the side now.
We train together and back each
other which is the biggest plus
point," Yadav said.

On current captain Virat Kohli,
Yadav said, "Virat bhai always
backs us. He understands our
bowling styles be it spinners or fast
bowlers. He is a very attacking cap-
tain.

"It feels good as a spinner
because then we get to take wick-
ets regularly. He supports not only
me and Chahal but all the other
youngsters in the team," he added.
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Star England batsman Jos
Buttler strongly believes that

there is nothing called "peaking
at the right time" as Virat Kohli
has time and again showed by
scoring hundreds at will.

Buttler, who has had a good
IPL with Rajasthan Royals in
2018, is happy that his stint in
the cash-rich league has helped
him to deal with expectations.

With World Cup round the
corner, Buttler who had a great
series against West Indies is

raring to go and is not bothered
about peaking early.

"The idea of peaking isn't
really an idea that sits natural-
ly in my mindset. Sometimes
you hear people talking about
going to another level. Why
can't you just stay at peak level,"
Buttler, who had reached Jaipur
on Wednesday, told British
media prior to his departure.

He then gave the example of
Indian captain Virat Kohli, who
has 66 international hundreds,
including 41 in ODIs.

"Someone like [Virat] Kohli

scores a hundred every game. He
doesn't think: 'Ah, that was okay,
I'll peak at some point'. Just do
it every day. That's the sort of
mindset I've been wanting to hit."

What Buttler loves about
India is the "chaos", which makes
every cricketer stronger.

"You have to deal with that
chaos," he said.

"It might be the timings of
things. It might be training's not
perfect. We're very lucky in
England; everything's very struc-
tured. 

But in India you have to deal

with chaos, and I think that helps
dealing with expectation," he
said.

"Being an overseas player is
a new experience as well. You're
one of four, rather than one of 11.
Someone like Dhoni … is cool-
ness personified most of the
time.

"A lot of the time, it's mak-
ing sure you show that external-
ly, even if you're not on the
inside. And a lot of trust in your
ability, that allows you then to let
your subconscious take over in
the middle," he added.
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India speedster speedster Ishant Sharma believes his IPL franchise
Delhi Capitals has one of the best bowling attacks for the upcom-

ing edition of the event.
The Delhi Capitals boast of a perfect combination of fast and

spin bowlers with the likes
of New Zealand pacer
Trent Boult and Kagiso
Rabada in their side,
according to Ishant.

"Our team has picked
up some great bowling
options in the squad and
with the likes of Trent
Boult and Kagiso Rabada
also in the team. I think we
have one of the best bowl-
ing line-ups this time. We
have some very good all-
rounders along with great
spinners, which shall help
us in restricting teams
from scoring freely," Ishant
said.

Talking about his goals, the Indian pacer said he is eager to
take more wickets in the IPL, starting on March 23.

"I feel there is a huge ambition for me this season. I am very
focused on taking more wickets throughout the tournament instead
of just bowling well.

"Of course, taking wickets depends on how well you bowl, but
the most important thing is that you use your good performance
by helping the team in taking important wickets," said the 30-year-
old.

Speaking on his return to Delhi, Ishant said he is extremely
happy to represent his home city in the IPL.
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Mohammad Shami is keen to
make an impact for Kings XI

Punjab in the upcoming IPL but
will be given adequate rest in
between matches, said Kings XI
Punjab coach Mike Hesson.

There is a lot of talk around the
workload of Indian players going
into the IPL with the all important
World Cup beginning two weeks
after lucrative T20 league and India
captain Virat Kohli has left it to the
players to manage their workload
during the competition.

Shami has been one of India's
best performers in 2018 and is
expected to share the new ball with
Jasprit Bumrah during the World
Cup, starting May 30.

"It is going to be on a case by
case basis. I have had chats with KL
Rahul and Mohammed Shami.
They are keen to make a big con-
tribution for KXIP and we are cer-

tainly very keen to have them. We
will manage them like every play-
er throughout the tournament,"
former New Zealand coach Hesson
told PTI. While Shami is workload
definitely needs to be monitored,
Rahul will be more than happy to
play as many games as possible to
get back into the groove.

"If they feel little jaded during
the course of the IPL, we will rest

them. Whether they need extra
training or rest, I am not sure for
how many games we will rest them.
We also have to see how the season
goes for the team but they both are
very keen to make a big contribu-
tion," said the 44-year-old, who was
appointed as head coach in October.

Most teams including KXIP
will have to factor in the availabil-
ity of foreign players in a World Cup
year. Chris Gayle, South African
and  Mujeeb Zadran, who all play
for the Punjab franchise, are certain-
ties for their respective ODI teams.

"Availability will be an issue but
we will be least affected than most
teams. Afghanistan players will
probably leave later in the group
stage, South African players
towards the play-offs, not sure if
they will be asked to go back. There
is a Sheffield Shield final in
Australia also but we certainly
have got enough players to deal
with that," said Hesson.
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Ravi Shastri remains favourite to continue as
the Indian cricket team's head coach after the

World Cup but the BCCI will be forced to restart
the process as the former India all-rounder's ser-
vice contract doesn't have an extension or
renewal clause.

Unlike most of the big football or NBA clubs,
who have a renewal or an extension clause for
their coaches, the BCCI, from Anil Kumble's time
as chief coach, never had that particular clause.

"From Anil Kumble's time, the service con-
tract of the coaches and support staff doesn't have
an extension or renewal clause. Therefore, even
if India win the World Cup under Shastri's coach-
ing, he will have to come through the fresh
recruitment process even though he will be a
direct entry into the shortlisted panel as current
coach," a senior BCCI official, privy to the devel-
opment, told PTI on condition of anonymity.

The official said that the BCCI needs to fol-
low the due process of putting up an advertise-
ment on its website for filling up the various posi-
tions of support staff in the senior India line-up.

"Shastri, Sanjay Bangar (batting coach),
Bharat Arun (bowling coach) and R Sridhar
(fielding coach), their contracts will end with
India's last match in the World Cup. With only
14 days left for the inaugural World Test
Championship matches against the West Indies,
we need to complete the process in due time. But
everything will happen after the World Cup," he
said.

The official also indicated that there is very
little chance of Shastri being replaced if the team
reaches at least the semi-final since under his
tutelage, India have beaten Australia in a Test
series Down Under for the first time in 71 years
and also won ODI series in South Africa,
Australia and New Zealand.
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