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Alliances’ new task: Horses for courses India
5,000 pilgrims/day
Suitable pick for suitable seat a moot point; suspense remains on Kirti, Shatrughan
PNS n NEW DELHI

fter both the NDA and
Opposition parties nearly
A
formalised their respective
alliance for the Lok Sabha
polls, the focus has now shifted to the selection of candidates
amid intense lobbying by the
aspirants.
The central election committee (CEC) of the BJP is
expected to meet on March 16
and 18 to decide the names of
candidates for the seats going
to the polls in the first phase of
the Lok Sabha polls, beginning
on April 11.
The CEC may announce its
first list of candidates for
Maharashtra, Karnataka and
Uttar Pradesh on March 16.
Names of some candidates for
other States going to polls in
the first phase on April 11 also
may be announced on that day.
Names of more candidates will
be announced on March 18.
BJP chief Amit Shah on
Wednesday had personally met
ticket aspirants and received
their credentials.
Around 18 candidates of
Maharashtra will be announced

in the first list. “Talks on another 4-5 seats, including those
that the BJP could not win in
2014, are still going on. If they
are not finalised by then, those
names would be announced
later,” the leader said.
The State BJP core committee meeting was held in
Mumbai on Thursday,
where names of probable candidates were recommended to
the BJP’s national parliamentary committee.
“Once the national committee finalises the nominees,
the final list will be announced
on March 16,” another senior
BJP leader said. With 48 seats,
Maharashtra sends the second
highest
number
of
Parliamentarians after Uttar
Pradesh, which has total 80
constituencies. Presently, the
BJP has 21 Lok Sabha members
from Maharashtra, followed
by Shiv Sena’s. The Central
leadership is also expected to
release the list of 22 of 28
Karnataka Lok Sabha seats on
March 16. The State core committee will meet on March 15
to finalise the names
of candidates which will be sent

The central election
committee of the
BJP is expected to
meet on March 16
and 18 to decide
the names of first
phase candidates

The CEC may
announce its first
list of candidates for
Maharashtra,
Karnataka and
Uttar Pradesh on
March 16

to the CEC.
Meanwhile, the
NCP announced its
first list of candidates
on Thursday. Party chief
Sharad Pawar’s daughter
Supriya Sule figures in the first
list of 12 candidates. The list
does not include the name of
Pawar’s grand nephew Parth
Pawar, as it does not mention
Maval constituency from where
the young politician is likely to
be fielded.
Sule has been renominated from the Pawar family
turf Baramati, which she
represents in the outgoing
Lok Sabha.
Prominent among those
named are former Irrigation
Minister Sunil Tatkare from
Raigad, former State Minister

Meanwhile,
the NCP
announced
its first
list of
candidates

The list does not include the
name of Pawar’s grand
nephew Parth Pawar, as it
does not mention Maval
constituency from where
the young politician is likely
to be fielded

Gulabrao Devkar from Jalgaon,
Udyanraje Bhosale from Satara,
Dhananjay Mhadik from
Kolhapur, Sanjay Dina Patil
(Mumbai North East) and
Anand Paranjpe from Thane.
Others in the list include
Rajendra Shingane from
Buldhana, Rajesh Vitekar from
Parbhani and Babaji Balaram
Patil from the Kalyan seat.
The NCP has left the
Hatkanangale seat for
Swabhimani
Shetkari
Sanghatna chief Raju Shetti.
The Pawar-led party has fielded Mohammad Faizal from
Lakshadweep.
The party has so far not

The Opposition
Mahagathbandhan
in Bihar is also
likely to announce
the seat-sharing
arrangement
on March 17 in
Patna

announced its candidate for the contentious
Ahmednagar
and
Madha seats. Pawar was
expected to contest from
Madha, but recently he
declared he won’t fight polls.
The
Opposition
Mahagathbandhan in Bihar is
also likely to announce the seatsharing arrangement in Patna
on March 17. There the constituents of the grand alliance
will waste no time in releasing
their list of candidates, which
are nearly ready.
Suspense remains on the
candidature of suspended BJP
MP Kirti Azad and BJP MP
Shatrughan Sinha. Azad, who
represents Darbhanga in Lok
Sabha, formally joined
Congress last week, but Sinha

is yet to make his choice
between the Congress and the
RJD. A Lok Sabha member
from Patna Shahib constituency, the Shotgun has repeatedly asserted he would contest
from his old seat.
Sinha may have kept suspense over his choice of party,
but there are enough indications that he will seek re-election on the ticket of either of
them. However, Azad will have
to wait for the outcome of talk
between the Congress and the
RJD before he knows his fate.
The RJD reportedly is
planning to field Md Ali
Ashraf Fatmi, who has been a
longtime associate of Lalu
Prasad Yadav.
Meanwhile, BSP chief
Mayawati on Thursday gave
final touches to the list of candidates for the Lok Sabha elections and discussed other
important electoral issues at a
party meeting in Lucknow.
The BSP president held a
meeting with important district
and division-level leaders in
Uttar Pradesh, a party release
issued here said.
Continued on Page 7

Cong game for AAP Nehru original sinner, helped China get veto: Jaitley
FM reacts to Rahul’s jibe ‘PM afraid of Xi’
tie-up! Sheila upset on China blocking UN terror tag on Azhar
STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

PNS n NEW DELHI

he flip-flop on the alliance
with the AAP in Delhi, the
T
latest being Congress asking its

ar of words erupted
between the Congress
W
and the BJP on Thursday after

workers views on the party’s
Shakti app regarding stitching
tie-up with Arvind Kejriwal has
led to differences within the
Delhi Congress.
Sheila Dikshit and Ajay
Maken have taken heads on
with the former expressing her
desire to have no truck with the
AAP which uprooted the 15year rule of Congress in Delhi.
On the other hand, Maken is
pushing for an alliance with the
AAP to keep the BJP away on
seven Lok Sabha seats in the
national Capital.
Sheila was Chief Minister
of Delhi for three terms and
after a gap of three years she
was brought to the helms of
affair of Delhi unit by removing Maken as Delhi Congress
president.
The fresh tussle between
the two factions has come after
party chief Rahul Gandhi early
this week announced about
no alliance in Delhi and that
the Congress has to win back
all the seats. Maken claims
that AICC Delhi incharge P C
Chacko is also inclined for the
tie up. Sheila after a meeting
with Rahul too clarified that
there is unanimity against
alliance with the AAP.
The
Congress
on
Wednesday sought opinion
from party workers of Delhi
region to which Sheila feigned
ignorance and said she did not
know about such a move by the
party prompting Maken to
react.

China blocked the United
Nation Security Council move
to
designate
Jaish-e
Mohammad chief Masood
Azhar as a global terrorist.
While Congress president
Rahul Gandhi hit out at Prime
Minster Narendra Modi, saying
he was weak and scared of
Chinese President Xi Jinping,
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
said first Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru was the “orig-

CAPSULE
ANTI-TANK GUIDED MISSILE
TEST-FIRED SUCCESSFULLY
New Delhi: The Defence
Research and Development
Organisation successfully test
fired indigenously developed,
low weight, Man Portable AntiTank Guided Missile for the
second time on Thursday in the
ranges of Rajasthan desert, a
statement said.

SP-BSP TO HOLD
JOINT RALLIES IN UP

Lucknow: The SP and the BSP
will hold series of joint rallies for
the Lok Sabha polls, with first
being on April 7 in UP's Deoband.

NO ROOM FOR ERROR,
CEC TELLS OBSERVERS

New Delhi: In the first briefing
session with about 1,800
Election Commission Central
Observers on Thursday, Chief
Election Commissioner Sunil
Arora told them there is no
scope for error during the polls
in the country.

“This is Rahul’s decision. It
is under the direction of Rahul
that this referendum, in a way,
is being done. So, if anyone is
questioning in the Congress,
the decision of Rahul, I think
it’s wrong. The app is controlled
by data department which
comes directly under Rahul,”
Maken said.
The Congress through its
Shakti app uploaded an audio
clip of AICC in-charge PC
Chacko, asking 52,000 registered party workers in Delhi
about their views on an alliance
with the AAP.
Sheila questioned the move
and said it is “overriding” the
decision taken against the
alliance by Rahul. “There should
be no confusion. Our stand
remains what it was,” she said
referring to her meeting with
Rahul earlier this month after
which she had said there was
unanimity in the party against
alliance with the AAP in Delhi.
The survey was concluded
on Thursday. The Delhi
Congress leaders sought to
downplay the matter saying
“difference of opinion” is a
sign of healthy democratic system in the party”.
Continued on Page 7

inal sinner” who favoured
China over India for permanent
membership into the United
Nation Security Council.
“Weak Modi is scared of
Xi. Not a word comes out of his
mouth when China acts against
India.
NoMo’s
China
Diplomacy: 1. Swing with Xi in
Gujarat 2. Hug Xi in Delhi 3.
Bow to Xi in China,” read
Rahul’s post on Twitter.
Congress used this to target the BJP Government and
termed Modi’s foreign policy “a
series of diplomatic disasters.”
“With China having blocked
our bid to designate Masood a

KASAB BRIDGE SNUFFS OUT 5 LIVES

A VIEW THROUGH THE CAVED IN FLOOR OF THE FOB: Five persons were killed and 29 injured after a major portion of a
foot overbridge near Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus railway station in south Mumbai collapsed on Thursday evening. The bridge
was commonly known as ‘Kasab bridge' as the 26/11 Mumbai attack terrorist passed through it during the terror strike

SC to first decide on Centre’s
objections to Rafale review plea
PNS n NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court on
Thursday said it will first
T
decide on the preliminary
objections raised by the Centre
that the review petitioners in
the Rafale jet deal case cannot
rely on privileged documents
obtained illegally.
“Only after we decide the
preliminary objection raised by
the Centre, we will go into
other aspect of the review petitions,” said a Bench headed by
Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi.
The Bench, also comprising
Justices SK Kaul and KM Joseph
said that “only if we overrule the
preliminary objection, we will
go into other details”.
At the outset, Attorney
General KK Venugopal,
claimed privilege over documents pertaining to the Rafale

global terrorist, the question on
every Indian’s mind is, what
was the use of all the swinging
with Modi and President Xi,”
the Congress tweeted.
Quoting a letter written by
Nehru to Chief Ministers on
August 2, 1955. Jaitley said,
“The original mistake, both on
Kashmir and China, was committed by the same person.”
Jaitley, who heads the publicity committee of the BJP for

fighter jet deal with France and
said those documents cannot
be considered as evidence as
per Section 123 of the Indian
Evidence Act.
He contended that no one
can produce them in the court
without the permission of the
department concerned as those
documents are also protected
under the Official Secrets Act
and their disclosure is exempted under the Right to
Information Act as per Section
8(1)(a).
The Centre objected to the
admissibility of those documents annexed by former
Union Ministers
Yashwant Sinha
and Arun Shourie
as also activist lawyer
Prashant Bhushan in their
review petition against the
apex court’s December 14 judg-

ment dismissing all petitions
against the Rafale jet deal.
While the Centre was making submission that the documents can be withheld from disclosure under the RTI Act in
view of the national security, the
Bench said Section 22 of the RTI
Act gave it an overriding effect
over the Official Secrets Act.
The Bench also said that
under Section 24 of the RTI Act
even security and intelligence
establishments are not exempted from disclosing information
in relation to corruption and
human rights violations.
Continued
on Page 7

Sonia’s aide
Tom Vadakkan
and Mamata’s
Arjun join BJP
PNS n NEW DELHI

n a big embarrassment to the
ISonia
Congress, a close aide to
Gandhi and Congress
general secretar y Tom
Vadakkan — “hurt” by his
Congress’ response to the IAF’s
Balakot strike — joined the BJP.
The Congress brushed aside the
claim saying Tom had always
abused Narendra Modi. The
BJP got a boost in Bengal also
with 4-time TMC MLA and
Mamata Banerjee’s confidant
Arjun Singh joining it.
Tom joined the BJP after
spending 30 years in the
Congress giving a boost to the
BJP’s political aspirations down
south in Kerala.
Continued on Page 7

the ensuing general elections,
has quoted a part of the letter.
“Pt Nehru’s infamous letter to
Chief Ministers’ dated August 2,
1955, states ‘informally, suggestions have been made by the
United States that China should
be taken into the United Nations
but not in the Security Council,
& that India should take her
place in the Security Council.”
Addressing a Press conference Union Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad also slammed
the Congress president. “Rahul
is in celebratory mood when
the country stands pained over
this attitude of China…What
has happened to you Rahul?
Your tweet must be headline
news in Pakistan,” Prasad said.
Continued on Page 7

Kartarpur quota

Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Home Affairs SCL Das addresses a Press
conference after meeting with delegates from Pakistan, in Attari, on Thursday

First meeting with
Pak delegation
post Pulwama
PNS n NEW DELHI/ATTARI

ndia on Thursday sought
visa-free access from
IPakistan
for 5,000 pilgrims per
day to the historic Sikh shrine
in Kartarpur. This was conveyed to the Pakistani delegation at a meeting here to discuss the opening of a planned
corridor for pilgrims between
Punjab’s Gurdaspur district
and Kartarpur Sahib across
the border.
“From our side, we have
pressed for at least 5,000 pilgrims per day to be allowed to
visit the holy Sikh shrine in the
initial phase,” SCL Das, Joint
Secretary in the Ministry of
Home Affairs, told the media.
This was the first meeting
between an Indian and a
Pakistani delegation since tensions between the two countries spiked after the terror
attack in Pulwama, followed by
retaliatory air strikes on
Pakistan’s Balakot.
Das said Delhi wanted
access for both Indians and
people of Indian origin to the
shrine, located where Sikhism’s
founder Guru Nanak Dev
spent the last years of his life.
“We have also strongly

PTI

urged them to allow the visit of
pilgrims for all seven days a
week without any break,” he
said after the meeting.
India emphasised that the
corridor should be absolutely
visa-free, Das said. “There
should not be any additional
encumbrances in the form of
any documentation or procedure,” he added.
India also wants Pakistan
to allow devotees who want to
travel on foot to the shrine
across the border.
A statement earlier said the
first meeting between officials
of India and Pakistan to discuss
the modalities for opening the
Kartarpur corridor was held in
a “cordial environment”.
The Indian delegation was
led by SCL Das, Joint Secretary
in the Ministry of Home
Affairs. The Pakistani team
was headed by Mohammad
Faisal, Director General
(SA & SAARC) of its Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, the statement said.
“Both sides held detailed
and constructive discussions on
various aspects and provisions
of the proposed agreement
and agreed to work towards
expeditiously operationalising
the Kartarpur Sahib Corridor,”
the statement said.
Technical experts from
both sides discussed the alignment and other details of the
proposed corridor.
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Maya-Akhilesh-Ajit joint rally
to kick off alliance campaign
PNS n LUCKNOW

he grand alliance of
Samajwadi
Party,
Bahujan Samaj Party and
Rashtriya Lok Dal will start its
poll campaign by holding a
joint rally at Deoband that
will be addressed by the top
leaders of these parties on
April 7.
“The first rally of the
alliance partners will be jointly
addressed by Mayawati,
Akhilesh Yadav and Ajit Singh
on the second day of Navratra
on April 7. Such rallies will be
organised across the state in a
systematic manner,” SP
spokesman
Rajendra
Chaudhary said in a statement
issued in Lucknow on Thursday.
Deoband is in Saharanpur
which goes to polls in the first
phase of polling on April 11.

T

BSP’s Pratapgarh
in-charge among
68 booked for poll
code violation
PNS n LUCKNOW

n perhaps the first action for
violation of Model Code of
Conduct in Uttar Pradesh after
the announcement of 2019
Lok Sabha poll schedule, the
Pratapgarh administration registered a case against Bahujan
Samaj Party leaders on
Thursday.
The Bahujan Samaj Party
leaders and workers were
holding an election meeting
without taking prior permission from the district administration.
“In-charge of BSP for
Pratapgarh Lok Sabha constituency is among the 68
people booked for violating
the Model Code of Conduct,”
said a senior officer of
Pratapgarh police on
Thursday afternoon.
He said that sector magistrate Pradip Kumar reached
Verma Nagar crossing on
Thursday noon where a poll
meeting was underway without
any permission.
“When asked, the organisers failed to produce any document to establish that they
had permission for the meeting,“ the official revealed.
A case was registered
against BSP leader and Lok
Sabha constituency in-charge
Ashok Tripathi, divisional party
chief Ajay Pasi, Kamlesh Verma
and 65 unidentified persons at
Lalganj Kotwali on Wednesday
evening.
Further action would be
taken as per the guidelines of
the Election Commission of
India.

I

The decision to hold joint
rallies was taken in a meeting
between Mayawati and
Akhilesh Yadav in Lucknow on
Wednesday. It was then communicated to RLD vice-president Jayant Chaudhary. It was
decided that the joint rallies
should start from the auspicious Navratra.
The three parties would
also have joint flags with pictures of Mayawati and Akhilesh
Yadav. All hoardings will have

pictures of both leaders along
with the pictures of candidates, the size of which should
not be bigger than that of the
SP and BSP chiefs.
Chaudhar y told this
reporter that there was a thaw
in relation between workers of
both parties and wherever
there were problems, they
would be sorted out.
“The problem is not that
serious as compared to the big
challenge in the form of mis-

rule of (Narendra) Modi government,” he said.
“All sections of society
want to get rid of this ineffective government. The BJP leaders have no connect with villages but they claim themselves to be the messiah of
farmers. They claim that Modi
and Yogi (Adityanath) governments have transformed
villages, but the fact is that
farmers are not getting remunerative prices for their produce. Cane dues are mounting
while law and order situation in
the state is pathetic,”
Chaudhary commented.
The SP spokesman and
party secretary said that the
alliance between SP, BSP and
RLD had kindled a new hope
among the people which in
turn would manifest in antiModi votes.

Maya gives final touches
to list of BSP candidates
PNS n LUCKNOW

he wait for Bahujan Samaj
Party leaders aspiring to
T
contest the coming parliamentary elections continued with
party chief Mayawati set to
make a final announcement in
Delhi on Friday.
Mayawati reportedly gave
final touches to the list of candidates for the general election but
sources said that a final
announcement would be made
only after she consulted her
main alliance partner Samajwadi
Party. Besides finalising the
names in Lucknow on Thursday,
the BSP chief also discussed
other electoral issues with senior
leaders during a meeting.
A BSP communiqué said
that Mayawati held a meeting
with important district and division-level leaders of the state at
the party’s Mall Avenue office

here on Thursday. In the meeting, candidates and other important electoral and political issues
were discussed. The decisions
taken in the meeting will be carried forward and discussed with
top brass of alliance partner
Samajwadi Party.
The release said that based
on feedback received, the appeals
made by BSP and SP leaders have
had a good impact on the people. Workers of all three alliance
partners, including Rashtriya
Lok Dal, have switched on to
election mode, setting aside their
differences.
Mayawati has now directed
partymen to ensure strict compliance of model code of conduct. She has also directed BSP
workers to ensure that the birth
anniversaries of party ideologues
Kanshi Ram and Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar are celebrated on
March 15 and April 14, respec-

tively, in accordance with the poll
code. The release further said
that Mayawati asked party workers and leaders to work wholeheartedly to ensure the victory of
BSP-SP-RLD coalition.
Mayawati also cautioned
leaders that the BJP would use
“all tricks” to win the elections,
specially as the BSP-SP coalition
has emerged as a strong alternative in Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and Madhya
Pradesh. She advised party leaders to keep an eye on the electronic voting machines (EVMs).
But Congress general secretaries Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
and Jyotiraditya Scindia meeting
with Dalit leader Chandrasekhar
Azad alias Ravan at a Meerut
hospital on Wednesday has
somewhat ruffled the BSP chief
as she sees the visit as a covert
move to win over the Dalit
votes in west UP.

Time for change
has come: says
SP chief
PNS n LUCKNOW

itting out at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
H
Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav said that the
time for change had come as
workers and traders were asking when would they get rid of
the present dispensation.
In a series of tweets with
the hashtag ‘Mahaparivartan’,
Akhilesh said that government
employees were not getting
salaries but the employment
figure was going up.
“This government is using
money in advertisements
instead of paying salaries to
employees. India needs a Prime
Minister not an advertisement
minister,” the SP chief said in
his first tweet on Friday.
Akhilesh was referring to a
news item that appeared in the
media that employees of Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Ltd (BSNL),
NREGA projects and Statue of
Liberty had not been paid their
salaries for months.
“India is facing the severest
employment crisis in the last 45
years. Those who have jobs are
not getting salaries because the
government does not have
money to pay them salaries but
it has money to go for high voltage advertisements,” he tweeted.
Later, in a series of tweets
with hashtag ‘vikaspoochhrahahai’, the SP chief raised the
concern of workers, farmers
and unemployed and asked
when would these people get
their dues. He linked the tweet
with ‘Vikas’ – the ubiquitous
catch word of Modi.
“Berozgaar Vikas poochh
raha hai kahin koi kaam milega” (Unemployed Vikas is asking whether he would get some
work). In the next tweet,
Akhilesh wrote, “Khetihar
Vikas poochh raha hai kab
mehnat ka daam milega
(Farmer Vikas is asking when
he would get the return of his
hard work).
And in his last tweet, the SP
chief wrote: “Karobari Vikas
poochh raha hai ki is kagzi
sarkar se chhutkara kab milega (Trader Vikas is asking when
would he get rid of this government fond of paper work).

Priyanka to take Ganga river
route to hit campaign trail
PNS n LUCKNOW

ongress will continue to toe
the soft Hindutva agenda
C
with star campaigner and
AICC general secretary and UP
east in-charge Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra planning to hit the campaign trail by taking the Ganga
river route from Allahabad to
Varanasi.
Priyanka also has plans to
halt at Mirzapur for a ‘darshan’
of
the
famous
Maa
Vindhyavasini temple. In
Varanasi also, the Congress pinup leader will pay obeisance to
the deity at Kashi Vishwanath
temple. During her programme,
Priyanka will interact with the
downtrodden sections of society
residing on the banks of the
Ganga river.
Earlier, in the run-up to the
Assembly elections in five states,
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi had toed the soft
Hindutva agenda and it bore
fruitful results with victories in
three central Indian states of
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh.
“Priyanka will reach the
state capital on March 17 to discuss the campaign trail and

other strategies with senior
Congress leaders. The course of
her campaign will depend on the
decision taken by local administration,” said Congress state
president Raj Babbar in
Lucknow on Thursday. He had
earlier told news persons that
Priyanka was arriving in
Lucknow on Friday.
Earlier, Priyanka was slated
to visit Lucknow for three days
last week but she cancelled her
programme at the last moment.
At the Congress headquarters in Lucknow on Thursday, Raj
Babbar claimed that office-bearers of the state unit would discuss
the details of her programme on
Friday and thereafter it would be
shared with media persons. “She
may take the river route to reach
out to the poor people, especially those residing on river banks,

and who have been continuously facing hardships for the past 30
years,” Babbar said without disclosing details.
However, a senior Congress
leader said that Priyanka would
begin her campaign from
Allahabad, the birthplace of her
great grandfather and India’s first
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru, and then she may take
the river route to Varanasi.
In Allahabad, Priyanka is
likely to visit the historic Anand
Bhawan, the ancestral home of
the Nehrus, now dedicated as a
museum housing personal
belongings of Jawaharlal Nehru
and his father Motilal Nehru.
On Priyanka visiting Dalit
leader Chandrashekhar Azad at
a Meerut hospital on
Wednesday, Babbar said that
there was nothing political in it
and it was just to express solidarity with a youth who was arrested for raising concerns of members of his community.
Babbar alleged that it was
shameful that the state as well as
Central governments were
crushing the voice of anyone
who dared to oppose their policies or highlighted social welfare
issues.

QUICK TAKES
ILLEGAL ARMS MANUFACTURING UNIT UNEARTHED

Muzaffarnagar: Police unearthed an illegal arms manufacturing unit in Muzaffarnagar district and arrested one person on Thursday. Six guns, two pistols, five gun barrels and
185 cartridges were seized. Acting on a tip-off, a police team
led by SHO SM Gill raided a temporary cottage in the district’s
Tissa village under Bhopa police station and nabbed one person, identified as Yamin, while his accomplice Babu managed
to escape. During interrogation, Yamin revealed that the illegal arms were to be supplied during the Lok Sabha polls,
Muzaffarnagar district police chief Sudhir Kumar said.

AMU SUSPENDS RESEARCH SCHOLAR FOR
MISBEHAVING WITH STUDENT

Aligarh: Aligarh Muslim University has suspended a
research scholar for allegedly misbehaving with a girl student
during a seminar recently, an official notification said. The
university took the action against Mohsin Khan from the
Department of Hindi on the basis of a complaint filed by the
girl in which she alleged that during a tea break at the seminar on Mahatma Gandhi on March 12, the scholar bumped
into her and after she objected, he misbehaved with her. PTI

AAP to field 30-35 Pandey: SP advocates
candidates in UP change through force
PNS n LUCKNOW

he Aam Admi Party (AAP)
will also try its luck at the
hustings in Uttar Pradesh,
banking on the ‘charisma’ of
party chief Arvind Kejriwal.
The party has decided to field
30-35 candidates in the Lok
Sabha polls from Uttar
Pradesh.
“We will contest on 30-35
Lok Sabha seats in UP. The list
of candidates has almost been
finalised and senior leaders in
New Delhi will take a final call
on it on Saturday. The party
prepared the list after a thorough survey,” said AAP state
spokesman Mahendra Singh.
He said that AAP would
have no truck with Samajwadi
Party, Bahujan Samaj Party,
Rashtriya Lok Dal, Congress
and other parties.
“We may field candidates
from Rae Bareli, Amethi and
even Lucknow,” he said.
The Rae Bareli and Amethi
parliamentary seats are represented by UPA chairperson
Sonia Gandhi and Congress
president Rahul Gandhi,
respectively, while Union

T

Home Minister Rajnath Singh
represents Lucknow in the Lok
Sabha..
Singh said the party would
field candidates from only
those seats where it had a
strong base as per the survey
conducted by it. However, he
skirted questions on the seats
to be contested by the party.
“It is being decided by
senior AAP leaders in New
Delhi and hence it will be premature to speak on this. We
will share details on the constituencies and contestants on
Saturday,” the AAP state
spokesman said.
Sources in AAP disclosed
that party’s UP in-charge
Sanjay Singh had met
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav at the latter’s residence a
couple of days back. “Both
leaders discussed the possibilities of an alliance or a role of
an ally,” the sources said.
Mahendar Singh, however,
explained that Sanjay Singh
met Akhilesh Yadav but the
point of discussion veered
around a strategy to put up a
strong challenge to the
Bharatiya Janata Party.

PNS n LUCKNOW

aking a jibe at the call of
mahaparivartan given by
T
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav, Bharatiya Janata Party
state president Mahendra Nath
Pandey said the SP advocates
change through force while the
BJP brings about change
through social revolution or by
implementing policies to ensure
‘sabka saath, sabka vikas’.
“Akhilesh has forcefully
grabbed the party which originally belonged to his father
Mulayam Singh Yadav. The SP
workers, during Akhilesh raj,
grabbed property and changed
the ownership. You cannot bring
change through ‘goondagardi’,”
Pandey said in a statement
issued in Lucknow on Thursday.

The BJP’s Uttar Pradesh
chief was reacting to the hashtag campaign started by
Akhilesh Yadav through his
twitter handle in which he advocated removal of the BJP regime,
terming it one of the most nonperforming governments of
India.
Pandey said that change
was a slow and systematic
process. “The BJP has brought
about ‘parivartan’ in the lifestyle
of people. The poor, hitherto
deprived of basic needs, have
been brought into the mainstream through policies. Villages
where electricity had not
reached in 70 years are now electrified. Children who were
dropouts are now going to
schools,” he said.
“This is ‘parivartan’ (change)
which Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has envisioned and the
people have experienced in the
last five years. People will give a
befitting reply to the castebased parties like Samajwadi
Party, Bahujan Samaj Party and
Rashtriya Lok Dal in the election
by electing over 74 candidates
from UP,” the BJP state chief said.
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Bulk messages by candidates
to be pre-certified, says ADM
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

DM (West) Santosh
Kumar Vaish said precertification of all voice
messages and bulk messages
sent by the candidates for campaigning would be carried out
in the run-up to the Lok Sabha
elections.
Instructions regarding this
had been given to various telecom companies after a meeting
was held with them, he said,
adding that the representatives of four major telecom
companies attended the meeting. Talking to The Pioneer,
Vaish said that with the help of
pre-certification, the district
administration would be able
to estimate the amount spent
by the candidates. A candidate
can spend a maximum of Rs
70,000 for campaigning.
The ADM (West), who is
also the incharge of Media
Certification and Media
Monitoring Committee, said
the panel would begin monitoring from April 22 onwards
after the candidates were
through with the nomination
process. After nominations of
the candidates are over, the
committee will have two teams
to monitor TV and print media

A

16-yr-old girl
hangs self

from 6 am to 2 pm and from 2
pm to 12 am on publicity by the
candidates. “All the channels
will be frequently surfed for the
same. Ever since the model
code of conduct came into
effect, three FIRs have been
registered against the violators
Rs 11,30,000 in cash recovered,”
he said.
Meanwhile, senior officials
of the district administration,
while giving details of the nine
Vidhan Sabha constituencies,
said the total number of polling
centres in Lucknow West is 94,
and total number of booths is
398. The projected population
is 5,83,207, including 2,16,390
males, 1,82,446 females and 30
belonging to third gender.

In Lucknow North, the
total number of polling centres
is 70, polling booths 359 and
projected population 5,93,820,
including 2,20,232 males,
1,87,878 females and 17
belonging to third gender. In
Lucknow East, the total number of polling centres is 78 and
polling booths 393. The projected population is 6,05,341,
including 2,26,700 males,
2,00,242 females and 15
belonging to third gender.
In Lucknow Central, the
total number of polling centres
is 83 and total number of
polling booths 340. The projected population is 6,50,206,
including 1,93,063 males and
1,67,904 females.

In Lucknow Cantonment,
the total number of polling
centres is 68 and polling booths
336. The projected population
is 6,03,065, including 1,97,748
males, 1,66,158 females and 19
belonging to third gender.
In Mohanlalganj Vidhan
Sabha constituency, there are
four constituencies —
Malihabad, Bakshi-Ka-Talab,
Sarojininagar
and
Mohanlalganj.
In Malihabad, the total
number of polling centres is
290 and polling booths 398.
The projected population is
5,66,295, including 1,83,863
males and 1,56,765 females.
In Bakshi-Ka-Talab, there
are 251 polling centres and 435
polling booths. The projected
population is 5,77,669, including 2,23,660 males and 1,94,228
females.
In Sarojininagar, the total
polling centres are 219 and
polling booths 505. The projected population is 6,95,422,
including 2,78,299 males and
2,36,571
females.
In
Mohanlalganj, there are 298
polling centres and 397 polling
booths. The projected population is 6,11,778, including
1,82,295 males and 1,63,539
females.

Cops fail to explain terminated
S-I’s stay in police residence

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

16-year old girl hanged
herself to death inside her
flat
in
Munshipu lia
locality under
Indiranagar
police station on
Wednesday. The
minor girl was a
class 11 student. According to
police, the girl hanged herself
around 8 pm on Wednesday
when she was all alone. Indira
Nagar SHO Amarnath
Vishwakarma said the girl was
found hanging from the hook
of an almirah with a stole tied
around her neck. “No suicide
note was recovered from the
flat,” he added.

A

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

day after the controversy
over the alleged stay of terA
minated
sub-inspector
Dheerendra Shukla at police
residence in Aliganj police station premises, the police failed
to find in which capacity
Shukla was living there if he
was terminated from the service in 2017.
Shukla had lost the job and
had a case registered against
him in connection with the
Shrawan Sahu murder case.
Shukla was terminated from
the services when Manzil Saini
was the SSP and he was
absconding. Present SSP

Kalanidhi Naithani had
announced a cash reward of Rs
15,000 on Shukla’s arrest after
the government asked the
police to expedite the search for
absconders.
Police spokesman AK
Dwivedi said the case was still
being probed. “Our focus is
presently on the arrest of two
other constables Anil Singh and
Dheerendra Yadav who were
also terminated from their services on similar charges,” he
said.
The Lucknow police found
themselves engulfed in controversy on Wednesday after
Shukla was arrested from
Aliganj police station premis-

es on Tuesday night. He was
arrested by a team of
Thakurganj police following a
tip-off. While the police
claimed that they arrested
Shukla from the gate of the
police residence inside the
police station premises, sources
said Shukla had been residing
there for a long time and the
Lucknow police were in the
know of this.
On the issue, none of the
officials of Lucknow police
came forward to offer an explanation on Thursday. Some of
the officials, including ASP
(trans-Gomti) and Thakurganj
SHO chose to evade media
queries.

Constable suspended for demanding bribe
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

he Lucknow police’s claim
about ‘zero tolerance’ for
T
corruption was exposed after a
video with a head-constable of
District Crime Record Bureau
(DCRB) Hamidullah demanding bribe from an arm lincence-seeker applicant went
viral. The Lucknow police
opted for a damage control
exercise and SSP Kalanidhi
Naithani suspended the cop
with immediate effect.

Countering media queries,
police spokesman AK Dwivedi
said that DCRB worked under
SP (Crime). “Hamidullah was
accused of demanding bribe
from the arm lincence applicant for sending his file to
DCRB and clearance. His act
was illegal and action was
taken against him,” he said.
Dwivedi said SP (Rural)
Vikrant Veer had been assigned
the probe of the case. “The SSP
has directed all the circle officers, heads of different wings

Kukrail overbridge
to open for public
before March 21
PNS n LUCKNOW

he Kukrail overbridge
will be opened for the
T
general public before March
21. General manager of Uttar
Pradesh Bridge Corporation
Arvind Srivastava, while
talking to The Pioneer, said
that a team from Central
Road Research Institute
(CRRI) had inspected the
bridge for plying of small
vehicles and suggested that
rotaries be constructed at
points where the bridge
starts and ends.
The overbridge was
inaugurated by Union Home
Minister Rajnath Singh on
March 7 but the opening was
withheld with the state government authorities directing the officials to get an
inspection done by Central
Road Research Institute.
“The team has made certain
suggestions about easing
congestion at the point
where the six-lane overbridge meets Khurramnagar
crossing at one end and at
LMC office at the other. The
PWD team is already at the
task and will start making
rotaries as suggested. They
will begin by putting in the
dry rotaries first and then
convert it into wet rotaries,”
Srivastava said. The con-

THE OVERBRIDGE WAS
INAUGURATED BY
HOME MINISTER
RAJNATH SINGH ON
MARCH 7 BUT THE
OPENING WAS
WITHHELD WITH THE
STATE GOVERNMENT
AUTHORITIES
DIRECTING THE
OFFICIALS FOR AN
INSPECTION BY CRRI
struction of the joint overbridge on BadshahnagarBarabanki railway line and
NH8 in alignment with the
construction of six lanes on
the left embankment of
Kukrail nullah from Gomti
Barrage to Khurram Nagar
Ring Road was started in
2011. There was a delay in
the construction owing to
acquisition of Army land.
The sanctioned cost was
Rs 4814.52 lakh and the
final construction cost is
still being estimated. Officials
said that the overbridge
would go a long way in
streamlining the traffic at
Polytechnic crossing by easing 50 per cent of the traffic
load off Lohia Path, 1090
crossing and Faizabad road.

and ASPs to keep a close watch
on corrupt practices by their
subordinates,” he added.
Sources said corrupt practices were rampant among the
Lucknow cops. “The present
day incident was one instance
caught on camera and made it
way to social media, forcing the
officers to initiate action,” the
sources said. They said the
head-constable in question was
in the habit of accepting bribe
from arm license seekers.
“It is an open secret and

any applicant will vouch for the
same if asked privately,” the
sources said. They pointed out
that a scam on seeking holidays
by policemen in connivance
with the officials of Reserve
Police Lines had surfaced several months ago. “An action
was taken against the errant
cops and the officials of RPL.
The investigation of the scam
was given to then SP (Rural)
Gaurav Grover. After Grover’s
transfer, the investigation was
shelved,” they recalled.

Police removing hooters and political party flags from vehicles at Hazratganj crossing on Thursday

Man creates
ruckus after
his car sans
registration
number stopped
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

man claiming to be former BJP corporator creA
ated a scene at Engineering
C ollege in Madiaon on
Thursday evening after
policemen stopped his car
(BMW) bearing black film on
window screen and without
registration number plate.
Additional force was called
and the man was taken to
police station.
Traffic sub-inspector Anil
Kumar said he, along with
constable Tejpal Gautam, was
conducting a checking drive
in compliance with EC orders.
“The man introduced himself
as former BJP corporator and
refused to cooperate with us.
There was a pistol in his
vehicle which had no registration number. He could not
explain why his vehicle had
no registration plate,” Kumar
said. A spokesman said the
Madiaon police were looking
into the issue. “The police
have yet to verify the credentials of the man and his
claims,” he said. However,
sources said some police
inspectors called the TSI and
other officers of Madiaon
police to help the man go
scot-free.

Mastermind says not
in possession of booty
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

adhukar Mishra, the
alleged mastermind of
Gosainganj cash loot, has not
owned up to be in possession
of cash during interrogation in
the police custody remand
(PCR). He was taken on PCR
around 11 am on Thursday.
Seven persons, including two
sub-inspectors and a constable,
were involved in the case in
which Rs 1.85 crore had been
from a coal businessman, Ankit
Agrahari, holding him hostage
inside his flat in Omaxe
Residency.
Earlier, the police submitted an application seeking 14days remand of Madhukar
Mishra. “The court granted
only five-day remand and the
custody period started at 11 am
on
Thursday,”
police
spokesman AK Dwivedi said.
He refused to share details
of the investigation, saying it
was a confidential matter. “The
findings which are directly
related to the investigation
cannot be shared with the
media,” he said, adding that
search for the absconders was
on. However, sources said the
interrogators asked 100 questions to Madhukar Mishra
ranging from how he reached
the crime scene, who gave him
information about the cash
that Agrahari had, his rapport

M

CASH LOOT BY COPS
with accused policemen
including sub-inspectors
Pawan Kumar Mishra and
Ashish Kumar Tiwari (both of
Jhansi), constable Pradeep
Bhadauria of Bahraich and his
driver Anand Yadav of
Gosainganj.
The
sources
said
Madhukar recalled the
sequence of events right from
arrival of the police team for
raid at Agrahari’s flat to other
related facts. “However, he did
not accept that he was in possession of the looted cash. He
seemed to be passing the buck
on two sub-inspectors, saying
they took the cash,” the sources
disclosed.
On March 11, Madhukar
had surrendered in court, giving a slip to the cops who had
been searching for him even
though the Lucknow police
had been given a tip-off about
his move to surrender in court.
Madhukar and his cronies
were accused of looting Rs
1.85 crore from Agrahari’s flat
in Gosainganj on March 10
morning. As Agrahari got a
chance to contact one of his
acquaintances, said to be a
minister in UP government,
the incident came to the fore,
forcing the police to initiate
action.

OCTOGENARIAN
FOUND DEAD

An 84-year old man was
found dead under mysterious
conditions in his room under
Krishna Nagar police station
area on Thursday. T h e
deceased identified as Ravail
Singh Chaddha, who was a resident of Natkheda in Krishna
Nagar. His elder son, along with
his family, had gone to
Bahraich to attend a wedding,
leaving the octogenarian with
tenants who live on the second
floor of the house.
According to the police,
around 5 am on Thursday,
Singh stood on a chair to fetch
something from a rack and lost
balance in the process. He fell
down and suffered head
injuries,” a police spokesman
said. He said Singh suffered
serious head injuries and died
on the spot due to excessive
bleeding. “He was lying in a
pool of blood when tenants
spotted him. Later, his family
was informed about the incident. Singh’s son Charanjeet
lodged a case stating that it was
an accidental fall. The body was
sent for autopsy and we are
waiting for its report,” he
added. However, the police’s
claim failed to convince the
neighbours.
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PhD admissions: LUTA members
meet V-C to resolve issue
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

embers of Lucknow
University Teachers’
M
Association (LUTA) met ViceChancellor SP Singh to resolve
the issue of PhD admissions
regarding allotment of seats to
teachers who have just three
years left for retirement.
Neeraj Jain from LUTA
said the issue had been resolved
and teachers with three years
left for retirement could be
allotted seats with the help of a
core examiner. The LUTA president pointed out that they
had resolved the issue of bifurcation of seats in which the
teachers would be allotted seats
as per vacancy available every
year. The PhD entrance exam
results were declared by the
Lucknow University on
Thursday. Pro Vice-Chancellor
Raj Kumar Singh said 525 seats
had been finalised. The Pro V-

C said that scrutiny had been
carried out by the committee
appointed by the LU ViceChancellor. Fee deposit will
begin at 11 AM on March 15
and end on March 23. LU
authorities said that candidates
whose ranks were in the provisional cut-off would have to
deposit the admission fee by
logging on to the PhD admission website using their regis-

tration number and password.
“After successful deposit of
the required admission fee, the
candidates can download their
allotment letters and online
fee receipts through this portal.
The admitted students will
have to report to the respective
departments on March 25 along
with allotment letters for further instructions. Candidates
who belong to OBC (non-

‘Butterflies are indicators
of healthy environment’

creamy layer), SC/ST category
whose ranks are in the provisional cut-off and who have not
got their category verified at the
time of interview even after
repeated notifications, have to
get their category verified at the
Chemistry department by
March 16 to be able to deposit
admission fees,” the authorities
said.
It may be noted that 6,943
students had applied for PhD
admission for 45 subjects,
including 1838 students of
OBC (non-creamy category),
154 from OBC (creamy category), 956 from SC, 23 from ST
and 3,972 from General category. As many as 832 students
applied for PhD in Hindi, 654
in education, 518 in
Commerce, 386 in Applied
Economics, 237 in Ancient
History & Anthropology, 474
in Sociology and 267 in
English.

Focus on kidney
health for
everyone: Doc
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

acilities for kidney care
treatment should be available everywhere so that patients
can avail of the same, said Dr
Narayan Prasad from SGPGI’s
Nephrology department at a
press conference on the occasion of World Kidney Day on
Thursday. He said the theme
last year was dealing with the
kidney problems of women
and this year, it was
kidney health for everyone,
everywhere.
“World Kidney Day is
obser ved on the second
Thursday of March across the
world every year on the call of
International Society of
Nephrology,” he said. Dr Prasad
said it had been increasingly felt
that underprivileged people
were not able to go to hospitals
where they could get proper
kidney care.
“In the USA, it has been
seen that black people are not
able to get equal opportunities
for kidney transplant as compared to the white population,”
he pointed out. He said it was
rampant in India because the
poor were living in villages.
“These people are not able to
come to the city while tertiary
hospitals do not have the
nephrology department with
facilities of dialysis and transplantation. Hence, they are
forced to move to bigger cities
where they have to undertake
a lot of expenditure,” he pointed out. Dr Prasad said the
theme of World Kidney Day
lays emphasis on the fact that
this facility should be there
everywhere so that the people
can get the right treatment.

A train ambulance, under the project of expert group on
Military Medicine (Medex 20-19) Asia Defence Minister
Meeting (ADMM), was put on display at Charbagh railway
station on Thursday. Military officers of foreign countries
reached the venue to view the train and learn its working
system. The train ambulance belongs to Central Command
and is used to provide medical care. Railway officials said the
train consists of 16 coaches and is manned by a staff of 27
Pioneer
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n the occasion of World
Butterfly Day on Thursday,
O
Amita Kannaujia from LU’s
Zoology department delivered
a lecture on butterflies and
sparrows. Around 60-70 students with teachers of different
schools participated in the
workshop. Several sparrow
houses were distributed to
teachers and IITR director.
Kannaujia spoke about the
importance of sparrows and
butterflies in the daily life of
people and how to conserve
them. She also said that there
would be a car campaign from
March 15 to 19 in different areas
of Lucknow to raise awareness
among locals.
The Institute for Wildlife
Sciences, in collaboration with
UP State Biodiversity Board
and Nawab Wajid Ali Shah
Zoological Garden, is celebrating World Butterfly and
Sparrow week from March 14
to 20. Meanwhile, it was
informed that Lucknow has
over 14 butterfly species, as per

a study conducted by LU’s
Zoology department. Kannaujia
said that out of 48 species, the
maximum were from the family Nymphalidae.
“Butterflies are indicators of
a healthy environment and
healthy ecosystem. Areas rich in
butterflies and moths are rich in
other invertebrates. They collectively provide a wide range of
environmental benefits, including pollination and natural pest
control,” she pointed out.
“Butterflies are an important element of the food chain
and are a prey for birds, bats and
other insectivorous animals.
Butterflies support a range of
other predators and parasites,
many of which are specific to
individual species, or groups of
species. These insects have
been widely used by ecologists
as model organisms to study the
impact of habitat loss and fragmentation, and climate change,”
she added.
She pointed out that butterflies had a lot of economic
value and thousands of people
travel abroad each year looking

for butterflies.
“Eco-tours bring valuable
income to many European
countries and developing countries around the world. Every
butterfly and moth has developed its own suite of chemicals
to deter predators and parasites,
find a mate, and overcome the
chemical defences of its host
plant. Each of these chemicals
has a potential value and could
be exploited economically,” she
explained.
Scientifically, these butterflies can be used to investigate
many areas of biological
research, including such diverse
fields as navigation, pest control,
embryology, mimicry, evolution, genetics, population
dynamics and biodiversity conservation. “The long history
and popularity of butterfly study
have provided a unique data
resource on an insect group
unmatched in geographical
scale and timescale anywhere in
the world. This has proved
extremely important for scientific research on climate change,”
she added.

SCHOOLSCAN

KGMU performs first live
donor liver transplant
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

ing George’s Medical
University performed its
K
first-ever liver transplant in
over 14 hours at Shatabdi’s
Surgical department. The team
was headed by Dr Abhijit
Chandra. According to officials, both donors and recipient are stable but under observation. All 50 staff members of
Surgical Gastroenterology
worked for five days before
starting the operation.
The operation which began
early morning lasted till late
evening. As soon as Dr
Chandra said that the operation was successful, doctors and
others sent congratulatory messages to the team members.
The transplant was jointly
done by KGMU and Max
Hospital, Saket. It was the first
live donor liver transplant case
in which the patient (50) was
suffering from chronic liver
disease and the liver was donated by his wife. The team made

different checks before finally
going for operation. Dr
Chandra was assisted by Dr
Vivek Gupta, Dr Pradeep Joshi,
Dr Mohammad Parvez, Dr
Anita Malik, Dr Tanmay
Tiwari, Dr Ahasan, Dr Neera

CITYBRIEFS

Kohli, Dr Anit Parihar, Dr
Rohit and Dr Tulika Chandra.
The Max team was headed by
Dr Subhash Gupta and his
team included Dr Shaleen
Agarwal, Dr Shweta Singh, Dr
Rajesh Dey and others.

RMLIMS starts
Women wellness
Centre on
second campus
Lucknow (PNS): Ram
Manohar Lohia Institute of
Medical Sciences has started
Women Wellness Centre on
its second campus — Mother
and Child Care Referral Unit
— at Shaheed Path. Director
of the institute AK Tripathi
said the initiative was aimed
at focusing on women’s health.
“There could be problems related to blood pressure,
sugar, reproductive health and
we can promote preventive
approach,” he said. He added
that the OPD services would
remain open from 9 am to 2
pm. Tripathi said the primary problem which the women
were facing was lack of attention in terms of their own
health. “This is one problem
and the second is that they
come late. The primary problem which they face is of
aneamia and low heamoglobin which affects every aspect
of their life and also early
detection of cancer,” he
said.

3 of family killed as
speeding van rams
into motorcycle

DISCOVERY SUPER LEAGUE CONTEST

Apoorv Mishra, a class VI student of City Montessori
School, Rajajipuram Campus I, has been selected in the national round of Discovery Super League Contest.
Now, he will represent Uttar Pradesh in the
national round to be held in Mumbai.
Discovery Network Channels and educational App Byju’s jointly organised this contest and
on March 24, the third and national round will
be shot in Mumbai with five knockout and one
finale episode to be aired on Discovery Channel. In the national round, 30 teams will be participating, representing the 29
states and Delhi NCR. Discovery School Super League (DSSL)
contest is the biggest inter-school quiz competition in which
Apoorv had a tough fray with over 12,000 students of the country and he secured spot in the national round after qualifying
the first and second round. The DSSL will sponsor all the
expenses of journey, stay and other necessary expenses of
Apoorv and his parents to attend the national round in Mumbai.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n ALLAHABAD

n a tragic incident three
members of a family,
Iincluding
a youth, were killed

Walkathon organised by Ajanta Hospital & IVF Centre

PROTEST

The Arts College students
protested at Lucknow
University on Thursday, reiterating their demands even as the
university assured them that
their demands would be met.
The students raised the
demands for arrangement of
drinking water in department
and restoration of Masters of
Visual Art building besides
other demands related to their
courses. LU media incharge
NK Pandey said that a meeting
was held with the dean of
Student Affairs and in the
presence of LUTA general secretary regarding the demands
of the students, yet the students
were protesting. “The university has financial constraints
and the students were informed
that their demands would be

fulfilled, but they are insisting
on meeting the ViceChancellor” he said.

WORLD KIDNEY DAY

‘We promise to walk daily
for kidney health’ was the
pledge taken by more than
2,500 people who participated
in a walkathon organised by
Ajanta Hospital & IVF Centre
to mark World Kidney Day on
Thursday. The walkathon was
flagged off from the hospital
and culminated at Asudaram
Ashram on VIP Road, covering
a stretch of three kilometres.
Long queues of men, women &
children dressed in blue, pink
and yellow t-shirts and white
caps were on the road since
early Thursday morning. Dr
Deepak Dewan flagged off the
walkathon.

SELECTED

Doa Naqvi has been selected for the US Department of
State’s International Visitor
Leadership Programme. She
is an assistant professor in the
department of Business
Administration, Khwaja
Moinuddin Chishti UrduArabi-Farsi University. The
programme is entitled
‘Entreprenuership as an Engine
of Prosperity and StabilitySmall Business Development’.
During the course of this
programme (March 18 to April
5), Naqvi will be visiting
Washington DC, Seattle,
Burlington (Vermont) and
Austin (Texas). Teachers gathered at the convocation hall of
the university to bid her
farewell as she left for the programme.

when the motorcycle on
which they were travelling
was hit by a speeding pick-up
van in Kusugr village under
the Tharwai police station
on Thursday afternoon.
According to a rep or t
received here, Mohammad
Salim, a resident of Rudapur
area under the Soraon police
station, along with his wife,
Afsari Bano, and their son,
Mohammad Tauhid (21) were
going to Phulpur on Thursday
afternoon.
When they reached near
Kusugur village under the
Tharwai police station, the
pick-up van which was coming from behind hit them
killing Tauhid on the spot. On
hearing the shrieks of the
victims, the people from the
nearby areas rushed to spot
and got them admitted to a
nearby hospital and informed
the police about the accident. However, his parents
died while undergoing treatment. According to the
Tharwai police, the erring
driver managed to flee the
spot after the accident. Raids
were being conducted to
locate the whereabouts of the
driver, it added.

Meanwhile physicallychallenged elderly man died
on the spot when he was hit
by a four-wheeler while crossing the road at Ramnagar
Didhiya under the Meja
police station on Wednesday
evening.
The accused fled the spot
after the incident. A case was
registered against unidentified persons on a complaint
being given by the relatives of
the deceased. Meja Station
Officer Manoj Kumar Pathak
said that the deceased identified as Bhawan Veer (55), a
the resident of a nearby village, Solapur. He said that the
elderly man was crossing the
road to go to his field when a
speeding four-wheeler hit him
and fled from there. The driver had crossed the speed
limit set for the highway due
to which the accident
occurred, he added.

nation 05

LUCKNOW | FRIDAY | MARCH 15, 2019

DESIGNATING JEM CHIEF AS TERRORIST

China’s Masood move upsets India
PNS n NEW DELHI

ndia on Thursday expressed
“disappointment” after China
blocked yet another move at
the United Nations to designate
Pakistan-based terror group
Jaish-e-Mohammed’s chief
Masood Azhar as a “global terrorist”. The latest Chinese move
is the fourth instance in the last
over one decade that it has
blocked sanctioning of the
dreaded terrorist.
For her part, Union
Minster Harsimrat Kaur Badal
exhorted people to boycott
Chinese goods even as #boycottchinesegoods trended on
microblogging site Twitter.
“We are disappointed by
this outcome. This has prevented action by the international community to designate the leader of Jaish-eMohammed (JeM), a proscribed and active terrorist
organisation which has claimed
responsibility for the terrorist
attack in Jammu and Kashmir
on February 14,” the MEA
said.
The proposal to designate
Azhar under the 1267 Al
Qaeda Sanctions Committee of
the UN Security Council was
moved by France, the UK and
the US on February 27, nearly
two weeks after the suicide
bombing in Pulwama in
Jammu and Kashmir in which
40 CRPF personnel were killed.
The JeM had claimed responsibility for the attack.
“We will continue to pur-

I

‘Sanskriti Bachao Manch’ activists raise slogans during a protest against Chinese President Xi Jinping after China placed a
hold and blocked the attempt to list Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) chief Masood Azhar in Bhopal on Thursday
PTI

sue all available avenues to
ensure that terrorist leaders
who are involved in heinous
attacks on our citizens are
brought to justice,” the MEA
said expressing gratitude to
Member States who moved
the designation proposal and
the unprecedented number of
all other Security Council
members as well as non-members who joined as co-sponsors.
The development at the
UN also led to a sparring
between the ruling BJP and the

Congress. Congress President
Rahul Gandhi tweeted, “Weak
Modi is scared of Xi. Not a
word comes out of his mouth
when China acts against India.
NoMo’s China diplomacy: 1.
Swing with Xi in Gujarat. 2.
Hug Xi in Delhi. 3. Bow to Xi
in China.”
“With China having
blocked our bid to designate
Masood Azhar a global terrorist, the question on every
Indian’s mind is, what was the
use of all the swinging with

Modi and President Xi,” the
Congress said on its official
Twitter handle.
Reacting to Congress’
charge, the BJP hit back at
Rahul, asking why he is in a celebratory mood whenever India
is in pain over China blocking
a UN resolution against Azhar.
Law Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad said, “Why is Rahul
Gandhi in a celebratory mood
when country stands failed by
this attitude of China? Your
tweet would be shown in the

office of Jaish-e- Muhammad
with much merry...I ask with
great pain today that what is the
Congress’commitment today
to fight against terror.”
Meanwhile, China defended its stance against designation
of Azhar as a global terrorist,
saying the move would give it
time for a “thorough and indepth assessment” of the case
and help the parties concerned
to engage in more talks to find
a “lasting solution” acceptable
to all.
On a question as to why
China once again blocked the
move, Foreign Ministr y
spokesman Lu Kang told a
media briefing in Beijing that
the decision is in line with the
rules of the committee.
Stung by the Chinese
move, US National Security
Advisor John Bolton said in a
tweet, “Met with Indian FS
Gokhale to advance progress
on the US-India strategic partnership & our shared vision for
the Indo-Pacific, as well as
reiterate that the US stands
shoulder-to-shoulder with
India in the fight against terrorism.”
“Both (Gokhale and
Bolton) underlined the importance of Pakistan taking tangible and irreversible action
against terrorist groups based
in territories under its control
and denial of safe haven for
these groups to launch cross border attacks,” the Indian
Embassy in Washington said in
a readout of the meeting.

Abhinandan’s debriefing over,
sent to 4-week medical leave
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

ebriefing of Wing
Commander Abhinandan
D
Varthaman by the IAF and
other agencies is over and the
pilot, who was captured by
Pakistan on February 27 and
released on March 1, has proceeded on at least four weeks’
medical leave. An IAF medical
review board will shortly conduct fitness test of the pilot,
who had to eject from his
MIG-21 Bison after it was shot
down thereby putting his body
under great stress. He may be
allowed to resume active flying
if found physically fit.
Giving this information
here on Thursday, sources said
here debriefing included getting fist person account from
Varthaman about the treatment meted out to him during
captivity and questions asked
by the Pakistan Army. He was
in custody for not more than 50
hours or so and kept blindfolded in a small room, they
added. While Varthaman was
not subjected to physical torture, the Pakistani interrogators
put the pilot through mental
harassment, officials said.
Harassment
entailed
Varthaman forced to stand for
long hours and loud music
blaring to deny him rest, it was
learnt.
The Indian authorities
commenced debriefing soon
after Varthaman reached New

An IAF medical
review board will
shortly conduct
fitness test of the
pilot, who had to
eject from his
MIG-21 Bison
after it was shot
down thereby
putting his body under great stress.
He may be allowed to resume
active flying if found physically fit
Delhi on March one and
underwent preliminary medical tests here the next day. He
was allowed to meet his immediate family for a short while,
sources said.
As regards the detailed
medical review board review,
they said as per standard operating procedure a pilot who has
to eject from a crashing plane
has to undergo the examination
as his body is put to great stress.
Varthaman had to eject
his MIG-21 Bison on February
27 after it was hit by Pakistan
air defence after he successfully brought down a Pakistani F16 in aerial combat when at
least three Pakistani jets intruded into the Indian airspace in
Rajouri sector. During the
chase, Varthaman entered
Pakistan
Occupied

Kashmir(POK) and landed
there after ejection. He was
beaten up locals before the
Pakistan Army rescued and
captured him
Prime Minister Imran
Khan announced in Pakistan
Parliament on February 28
about the decision to release
the downed pilot as a peace
gesture and Varthaman was
released on March 1. He set
foot on Indian soil at the
Attari-Wagah land border in
Amritsar and then flown the
same day to New Delhi.
IAF chief BS Dhanoa on
March 4 had said Varthaman
will fly an aircraft again after he
is declared fit and may rejoin
his Srinagar based No. 51
Squadron of Mig-21 Bisons.
He was posted in the same
squadron there.

team to visit Farmers demand `5K
Mobile app for poll Poll
Dispel doubts
WB, N-E States to
observers launched assess preparation pension every month of voters, EC
PNS n NEW DELHI

PNS n NEW DELHI

he Election Commission (EC) on Thursday started
a new mobile app called ‘Observer App” for election
observers. Using this App, General, Police and
Expenditure observers can submit their Observer’s report
securely to the EC, to upload the relevant document from
the mobile app.
According to EC, the observers will get all important notifications, alerts, and urgent messages on this App
while they are on duty. It will also facilitate observers to
get their deployment status, download the ID card and
update their profile.
“Since the observers will be closely involved in realtime disposal of the cVIGIL Model code and expenditure violation cases, this App would help see all the
cVIGIL cases under their jurisdiction. The Observers can
make a written observation after the flying squads have
investigated the matter. Observers are put on deputation
with ECI for the entire duration of the election process,”
the EC said.
On Thursday, EC held a meeting with Chief
Electoral officers of all states and Union Territories and
election observers. Over 1800 senior officers drawn from
IAS, IPS officers as also from Indian Revenue Service
and few other Central Services attended the briefing
meeting. These officers are being deployed as General,
Police and Expenditure Observers.
Reminding the Observers of their crucial role, the
Chief Election Commissioner Sunil Arora pointed out
that the officers need to be earnest and have no choice
but to ensure that no mistakes are committed. Election
Commissioner Ashok Lavasa reminded the group that
as Observers, they need to ensure implementation of all
instructions of the EC in letter and spirit. During the day
long briefing sessions, the officers were given comprehensive and thorough inputs about the various aspects
of election management by the Senior Deputy Election
Commissioner, DECs and DGs of ECI. Detailed thematic
presentations were made on Election planning, Observer’s
roles and responsibilities, electoral roll issues, enforcement of Model Code of Conduct, legal provisions,
EVM/VVPAT management, media engagement and the
wide array of activities undertaken for voter facilitation
under the Commission’s flagship SVEEP (Systematic
Voter’s Education and Electoral Participation) programme.

high-level team headed by Deputy
Election Commissioner in charge of
West Bengal will be in West Bengal,
Assam, Tripura and Manipur in the
coming days to assess poll preparedness
after BJP urged the poll watchdog to
declare West Bengal a “super sensitive
State”.
Sources said that a team led by
Deputy Election Commissioner Sudip
Jain is expected to visit West Bengal to
assess the ground reality from March 16
to 19. Jain will lead the team to West
Bengal on Saturday, Tripura on Sunday,
Assam on Monday and Manipur on
Tuesday to assess election preparedness
in the four states.
While Lok Sabha elections in West
Bengal are spread across all the seven
phases, they will be held in two phases
each in Tripura and Manipur and three
in Assam.
The sources in the poll panel said
that the chief electoral officer of West
Bengal has also been asked to file a
report on the actual ground situation.
The BJP had on Wednesday also
demanded that central forces be
deployed at all polling stations in the
state.
Briefing the media after meeting EC
officials, Union Law Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad had said, “We have
requested the Election Commission
that the state of West Bengal should be
declared as super-sensitive. And have
also demanded that central forces should
be deployed at all polling booths in the
state.”
He said the party also requested the
poll panel to transfer those police officers whose electoral impartiality is
questionable as well as the withdrawal
of former Kolkata Police Commissioner
Rajeev Kumar from election duty.

T
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directs CEOs

s many as 40 farmers
unions on Thursday said
A
political parties should include
various demands, such as
`5,000 monthly pension and an
additional income support
under the PM-KISAN scheme,
in their election manifestos.
The All India Coordination
Committee of Farmers’
Movement (ICCFM), comprising major farmer bodies
like Bharatiya Kisan Union
(BKU), Karnataka Rajya Raitha
Sangha (KRRS), Tamilaga
Vivasayigal Sangam (TVS) and
Adivasi Gothra Mahasabha
(AGM), also demanded a white
paper on all the free-trade
agreements signed by India, its
performance, a special session
in Parliament on agricultural
issues and lifting of ban on
diesel vehicles older than 10
years used in agriculture.
The Lok Sabha elections
are scheduled to be held in
seven phases starting from
April 11. The Model Code of
Conduct has already kicked in
and the political parties are
busy finalising candidates and
the election manifestos.
“We have 18 key demands
and we want all the political
parties to include in their election manifestos with clear mandate of timeline when they
would implement,” Yudhvir
Singh said.
He said the direct income
support of `6,000 per hectare
(comprising 2.5 acres) being
offered in three instalments in
a year to small and marginal
farmers under the PM-Kisan

PNS n NEW DELHI

n a move to reach out to
young voters and increase the
Ivoting
percentage in the

scheme is insufficient and does
not cover everyone.
“We want the government
to give an additional income
support of `10,000 per acre per
year per farmer to all farmers
across the country,” Singh told
reporters.
Small and marginal farmers should also be given a pension of at least `5,000 per
month after the age of 60, he
added. Among other demands,
ICCFM wants the government
to fix minimum support price
(MSP) based on the formula
suggested in the Swaminathan
report to ensure 50 per cent
profit over the cost of the production.
It should be ensured that
the crops should not be purchased below MSP under any
condition. There should be a
provision of penalty if this is
not followed by the agriculture
mandi, it said, adding that
there should also be a guaran-

tee from the government for
100 per cent procurement of all
crops.
On crop loan, the farmers’
body said there should be an
“unconditional” waiver of all
types of loans of all farmers,
including tenant ones.
ICCFM demanded tweaking of the Pradhan Mantri
Fasal Bhima Yojana (PMFBY)
to ensure the entire premium
is paid by the government,
payment of sugarcane arrears,
free electricity for irrigation via
tube wells, specific social security scheme, and linking of
MGNREGA to agriculture.
Among others, the
ICCFM demanded zero goods
and services tax on all equipment used in agriculture,
detailed action plan for protection from wild and stray
animals, non-eviction of
indigenous people and forest
dwellers, and keeping agriculture out of WTO.

upcoming Lok Sabha polls,
the Election Commission (EC)
has asked chief electoral officers
of all States and Union
Territories to remove doubts of
voters and answer all their
queries through live streaming
on social media sites like
Facebook and Twitter.
The officials will also
inform the electorate about
voter verifiable paper audit
trail (VVPAT) , Electronic
Voting Machines (EVMs) ,
election procedures, registration in voter list or steps to
enroll those who are left out.
CEO Chhattisgarh will go
live stream on Facebook on
March 15 at 12 pm. Through
this they will answer the
queries. The Facebook page
will have all necessary information about enrolling one’s
name in voter list, list of centre and other necessary information. Anyone having any
query or even complaint can
post on this page and officials
concerned will reply to it.
Nearly 900 million people
have so far registered for the
17th Lok Sabha elections, out
of which 15 million are first
time voters between the age of
18-19.This includes the citizens
who turned 18 on 1 January,

and have been registered as
electors. These first-time voters’ accounts for 1.66% of the
total electorate compared to the
last Lok Sabha elections in
2014, where the voter turnout
was recorded to be 814.5 million including 23.1 million
new voters. The total voter
turnout in the last general
elections was 66.4%, the highest since 1952 elections.
Sources said that through
social networking sites, first
time voters will be made aware
about election process and voting. “Youth constitue a large
chunk of voters and social networking site Facebook is the
best option to reach out to
them”, said EC officials. At present a large chunk of voters
especially youth are on
Facebook social networking
site so this is the best way to get
connect with them.
The move will help to
remove doubts on EVMs,
VVPAT, or any doubts on election proceedings including
model code of conduct.
First time voters behave
differently. They are often better informed, more educated
and tech-savvy than the rest of
their family, and they can take
a stand that goes against the
family’s established political
leanings. “Many voters in the
age group of 18-35 years do not
exercise their voting rights for
whatever reason,” he added.

West Nile Virus disease: Centre Take measures to save Bustards from wind turbines: Govt
sends team to support Kerala
ARCHANA JYOTI n NEW DELHI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

ollowing confirmation that
a seven-year-old boy from
Malappuram in Kerala suffered from the mosquito-borne
disease West Nile Virus, the
Union Health Ministry on
Thursday sent a multi-disciplinary team to support the
State health authorities in managing the virus which is mostly reported in the continental
United States.
In a statement here, Union
Health Ministry said that
Union Health Minister JP
Nadda is “closely monitoring
the situation and has reviewed
it with Secretary (HFW) Preeti
Sudan. He has directed for all
support to be extended to
Kerala in its prevention and
management.”
According to the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), West Nile
Virus (WNV) is the leading

F

cause of mosquito-borne disease in the continental United
States. It is most commonly
spread to people by the bite of
an infected mosquito.
“Cases of WNV occur during mosquito season, which
starts in the summer and continues through fall. There are
no vaccines to prevent or medications to treat WNV in people. Fortunately, most people
infected with WNV do not feel
sick. About 1 in 5 people who
are infected develop a fever and
other symptoms.
“About 1 out of 150 infected people develop a serious,
sometimes fatal, illness. You

can reduce your risk of WNV
by using insect repellent and
wearing long-sleeved shirts
and long pants to prevent mosquito bites,” said a statement
from the Ministry.
The Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) has
also been alerted and a close
watch is being maintained at
Central and State level. There
are no reports available so far
for spread of this virus in other
parts of the country.
Secretary Sudan has also
spoken with Additional Chief
Secretary Rajeev Sadanandan
in Kerala and reviewed the situation.
The WHO says that about
20 per cent of the people who
become infected with WNV
will develop West Nile fever.
Symptoms include fever,
headache, tiredness, and body
aches, nausea, vomiting, occasionally with a skin rash (on the
trunk of the body) and swollen
lymph glands.

move that would go a
way in saving the critiIcallynlongaendangered
Great Indian

Bustards (GIB) from being
crushed by the wind turbines’
spinning rotor blades and their
associated infrastructure —
power lines and towers — the
Union New and Renewable
Energy Ministry has directed
wind farm developers to adopt
birds-friendly measures like
bird diverters on the conductors, paint vane tips of the wind
turbines and lay underground
transmission lines.
The move follows request
from the Union Environment
Ministry Secretary SK Mishra
who had, early this month
shot off a letter to the Union
Ministry of Power and New
and Renewable Energy besides
the Rajasthan and Gujarat
Governments, highlighting the
critically endangered status of
the (GIB) and the threat posed
to them by overhead power
lines in their habitat. India is
the only home of the GIB.

Fewer than 150 GIBs survive today. A majority of them
live in the fragmented grasslands of Rajasthan and Gujarat,
said Mishra as he highlighted
that collision with overhead
power lines has proved to be
the most serious threat to the
survival of this species. “Based
on ground surveys, the Wildlife
Institute of India (WII) estimates that 15% of the global

population of the GIB succumbs to power line collisions
every year,” he said.
The Bombay Natural
History Society (BNHS) too in
one of its recent reports has
pointed out that power lines are
one of the major causes of
unnatural deaths for winged
beauties in a large part of the
country.
“Though exact numbers

are unknown but annually millions birds are killed. It has
been observed that the two
major impacts of power lines
on birds are electrocution and
collision. Electrocution most
commonly occurs at medium
voltage distribution lines (1 kV
to 60 kV), due to the close spacing of the structures. It often
involves large perching bird
species, such as storks, birds of
prey and corvids, which can
easily bridge the gap between
two cables, or the charged
parts and the power line structure,” the report said.
A senior official from the
Ministry said that an ambitious
Great Indian Bustard Species
Recovery Programme in collaboration with WII and GIB
range States like Rajasthan and
Gujarat has already been
launched which includes identification of the critical power
transmission lines and wind
energy farms in GIB habitats
and making them GIB friendly.
Also, Standing Committee
of National Board of Wild

Life as well as Forest Advisory
has already made it mandatory for power transmission line
agencies to deploy bird diverters on conductors and paint
the vane tips of wind turbine
with orange colour to avoid
bird hits.
Underscoring the need to
save the GIB, Scientist Dr
Rahul Rawat from MNRE in
the letter said “it is requested
that power transmission line
agencies and wind energy farm
developers may identify critical power transmission lines
and wind energy firms passing
through the Great Indian
Bustard (GIB) habitats in
Rajasthan and Gujarat in consultation with the Wild Life
Institute of India (WII) and
concerned States Governments
and accordingly take up risk
mitigation measures against
bird hits.”
NGOs like Conservation
India, The Corbett Foundation
and Sanctuar y Nature
Foundation have already
launched a campaign to save
the GIB in the country.
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‘PM imposed his Mann Ki BJP gets TMC
Baat instead of listening’ MLA Arjun Singh
Kozhikode: Launching his
party's poll campaign in Kerala,
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi
on Thursday flayed the ruling
CPI(M) in the State and BJPRSS for allegedly indulging in
violence and accused Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of
ignoring voices of farmers,
fishermen and small businessmen.
"BJP and CPI(M) use violence which is the weapon of
the weak," Gandhi said mounting a scathing attack on the two
parties at a massive election
rally here this evening.
In a whirlwind visit to the
state after the election schedule
was announced on Sunday,
Gandhi also referred to the
Rafale deal to attack Modi and
reiterated his promise that a
Minimum Guarantee Income
would be provided to all citizens if the Congress party is
voted to power.
Stating that he was happy
to come to a state where people of different ideas and religions live happily together, he
said an "ideological battle" was
being played out in the country today.
Taking pot shots at Prime

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n KOLKATA

he Bengal BJP continued to
poach the Opposition,
T
clinching erstwhile Trinamool

Congress president Rahul Gandhi with his party leaders during ‘Jana Maha Rali'
public meeting at Kozhikode on Thursday
PTI

Minister Narendra Modi
Gandhi said "the Prime
Minister's job is not to tell the
nation his Mann ki Baat but to
listen to the mann ki baat of the
people," he said.
The congress president said
the Congress was the "voice" of
the country and not just the
voice of one person or a community. It was the voice of all
the people, he said.
"Congress does not want to
impose anything on India. We
do not want to impose any idea

on this country.
The Congress party wants
to listen to what the people
have to say and act accordingly. That's why the doors of
Congress is open to everyone," he said.
"While Congress listens
to to everyone, RSS wants to
tell India what to do. They
have an ideology which they
are convinced about and they
want to tell everybody that
their ideology is the truth," he
said.
PTI

Congress strongman and MLA
Arjun Singh as the latest pick
even as senior saffron leader
Mukul Roy went on record saying “this was a picture and trailer follows.”
Singh, a fourth-time MLA
enjoys a substantial clout in the
Bhatpara-Barrackpore labour
belt comprising largely of
migrant labourers from Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh. Though the
BJP leaders would not comment
much on Singh’s political future
apart from the Thursday’s floor
crossing, insiders said he was
definitely going to be fielded
against TMC veteran and former
Railway Minister Dinesh Trivedi
who had already been nominated from the Barrackpore
parliamentary constituency.
Even as BJP’s Bengal observer Kailash Vijaybargiya echoed
Roy’s “trailer-picture” observation saying, “there is no full stop
or coma to what you see today.
Such things will continue in the
coming days,” senior State
Minister Firhad Hakim cursed
Singh for playing the traitor.

I-T vigil on
movement of
cash, valuables

11 from Maha, 1
from Lakshdweep
Island

n an effort to curb use of
black money in the Lok
ISabha
polls, the office of

TN RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

he NCP on Thursday
released its first list of 12 canT
didates —including 11 candi-

A shopkeeper displays T-shirts with portraits of politicians printed on them ahead of the LS polls in Kolkata on Thursday

BJP MP Kirodi Lal Meena
sentenced to 6-month jail term
Asked to pay `1 lakh
compensation to Rlys
Jaipur: A court in Rajasthan
has sentenced BJP MP Kirodi
Lal Meena to six months
imprisonment and asked him
to pay a compensation of `1
lakh to the Railways in connection with two separate

Amaravati: Creation of 10 lakh
jobs every year and introduction
of a universal free health scheme
with an insurance cover of `10
lakh per person are some of the
highlights of the Jana Sena Party
manifesto released on Thursday.
Party founder-president
Pawan Kalyan released the manifesto for the April 11 election on
its foundation day at
Rajamahendravaram
on
Thursday night.
Fifteen per cent budgetary
allocation for the education sector and a major thrust to agriculture sector with an offer of
`5,000 monthly pension for
farmers over 60 years are the
other main highlights.
The Jana Sena promised to
move from the existing
Minimum Support Price system
to a new Profitable Price System
(PPS) by including 25 additional
crops that are not covered under
MSP. It also promised to supply
farm inputs like high-quality
seeds, micronutrients, fertilizers
and biocides free of cost, besides
150 units of free electricity to
farmers houses.
A zero-interest agriculture
loan for unirrigated and fallow
lands will also be ensured under
a new scheme Rythu Sampada,
Kalyan announced.
PTI

‘HDK’s son to
contest LS poll
from Mandya’
Bengaluru: Former Prime
Minister and JD(S) supremo H
D Deve Gowda on Thursday
announced the candidature of
Nikhil, son of Karnataka Chief
Minister H D Kumaraswamy,
from the party bastion of
Mandya Lok Sabha constituency.
"After consulting with all
our legislators, our party chose
Nikhil as JD(S) candidate from
Mandya Lok Sabha constituency," Gowda said at a
party rally in Mandya, about 90
km from here.
Kumaraswamy said Nikhil
was interested to serve the
people of the constituency and
added that party leaders would
ensure his victory in the elections.
Countering BJP's allegations that he was promoting his
family by using his official
position, Kumaraswamy said
he was not working for monetary gains but for the people of
the state.
"Karnataka and people are
my assets, not money. I am not
keen on making monetary

gains," he said.
Kumaraswamy said farmers across the State have benefited from the farm loan waiver scheme implemented by his
Government.
Prajwal Revanna, son of
Gowda's elder son and PWD
Minister H D Revanna, is contesting from the party stronghold of Hassan Lok Sabha constituency, which the JDS chief
had represented.
The Congress will contest
20 seats and JD(S) eight in the
Lok Sabha polls in Karnataka
under a deal finalised by the
two ruling coalition partners
on Wednesday after weeks of
haggling.
PTI

NCP’s first candidates’ list out

TN RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

Director General of Income tax
(Investigation), Mumbai, will
keep a close watch over the
movement of cash and valuables and on other unlawful
means that influence elections
in the six constituencies of
Mumbai. For the purpose, the
Investigation Directorates of
Income Tax has set up a 24 x 7
control room in Mumbai.

“He is a traitor, a man of
questionable conduct. Even last
evening he was here in Mamata
Banerjee’s house saying he was
with the party and would follow
the party discipline and today he
is there. Soon he will see the real
face of the BJP,” Hakim said.
The Chief Minister had earlier in a circuitous reference to
Singh had said “there are some
greedy people who want more
and more. I have already set
them free. It hardly matters
whether they stay or go from the
party.” Singh is the fifth turncoat
in the past few weeks to join the
BJP. He follows Khagen Murmu
a CPI(M) MLA from Malda,
Dulal Chandra Bhar a Congress
MLA from North 24 Parganas,
Birbhum MP Anupam Hajra
and his Bishnupur colleague
Soumitra Khan who had already
joined the saffron party and
were likely to land tickets.
Reacting to the continued
floor-crossing by the TMC
leaders, another senior Min
said “these are the people who
have gone there with the lust
for ticket. The BJP cannot find
candidate for even half of the
42 seats which is why they are
delaying the announcement of
their list.”

Pawan Kalyan
releases Jana
Sena manifesto

cases registered against him
in 2009-10.
The cour t has a ls o
imposed a fine of `10,000 on
the BJP MP.
A b ench of Munsif
Magistrate Jaya Agarwal of
Gangapur city court found
Meena guilty of violating
Section 144 (prohibiting an
assembly of more than four
persons in an area) of the

CrPC in two separate cases.
He was booked under
IPC Section 188 (disobedience to order duly promulgated by public servant).
The court sentenced sixmonth imprisonment each
in both the cases along
with the penalty, Assistant
Public Prosecutor Kuldeep
Singh Baroliya said Thursday.
PTI

PDA announces
candidate for
lone LS seat
in Nagaland
Dimapur : The r u ling
People's Democratic Alliance
(PDA) in Naga land on
Thursday announced its candidate for the lone Lok Sabha
seat in the State.
The candidate, Tokheho
Yepthomi, is the sitting Lok
Sabha member and a leader
of the Nationalist Democratic
Progressive Party (NDPP), a
major constituent of the PDA.
The
NDPP
a ls o
announced the candidate for
t he
by-ele c t ion
to
Aonglenden Assembly constituency.
Sharingain Longkumer,
the consensus candidate of
the PDA, would contest the
by-poll.
It was necessitated by the
passing away of Imtikumzuk,
t he sitt ing ML A, on
September 22, 2018.
Polling for the lone Lok
Sabha seat and the by-poll
will be held on April 11.
The PDA comprises the
NDPP, the BJP, the National
People's Party, the Janata Dal
(United) and Independents.
Nagaland Chief Minister
Neiphiu Rio said the PDA
candidates need to win by a
huge margin.
PDA
chair man
Chingwang Konyak, also the
president of the NDPP, asked
the alliance partners to work
hard and not to be complacent. The Opposition Naga
People's Front (NPF) and the
Congress are yet to declare
their candidates.
PTI
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dates from Maharashtra and
one candidate from the
Lakshdweep Island —for the
Lok Sabha polls.
Raju Shetty, founder president of the Swabhimani Shetkari
Sanghatana (SSS), is among the
12 candidates released by the

SSS. The SSS is an ally of the
NCP and a constituent of the
O p p o s i t i o n
“Mahaghatbhandhan” in
Maharashtra.
The NCP did not name the
candidate for the Maval constituency in Pune district from
where Parth Ajit Pawar, the
grandson of NCP President
Sharad Pawar is expected to contest. The NCP also did not
announce its candidate from
Madha constituency in western
Maharashtra, from where Sr
Pawar was to contest but he
opted out on the ground that he
had to pave way for younger
generation.
The NCP will in all likeli-

National Conference says no
to meeting with EC team
Srinagar: The National
Conference has decided not to
meet the Election Commission
of India (EC) delegation arriving in Jammu & Kashmir on
Thursday, saying the party has
nothing more to add to its
demand of having simultaneous
Lok Sabha and assembly polls
in the state.
Three special observers
appointed by the EC is arriving
here on Thursday to assess the
ground situation for holding
Assembly elections.
They will interact with representatives of mainstream
political parties and district
election officers during their

two-day visit to the state.
"In view of the EC visit to
Srinagar today, the National
Conference has decided not to
meet the EC delegation," a
party spokesman said here.
He said the NC has already
made its position clear on Lok
Sabha and Assembly elections
in the State.
"Our demand of having
simultaneous Assembly and
Lok Sabha elections in the state
in our earlier meetings with the
EC team remains as it is. We
have, therefore, nothing more to
add," the spokesman said.
In a statement issued here,
party's general secretary Ali

J&K Police to approach
juvenile board again for
custody of grenade thrower
Jammu: The Jammu &
Kashmir Police said on
Wednesday that it would
again approach the state juvenile board with necessary evidence to seek the custody of
the grenade thrower who was
arrested in connection with
the Jammu bus stand attack
last week.
The juvenile board had
earlier rejected medical
reports suggesting the teenager allegedly involved in the
grenade attack was in fact an
"adult" and had asked police to
submit all relevant documents
to establish his age.
The reports of the bone
and teeth tests conducted on
the accused showed that he
aged around 19 and based on
the report, police had sought
a 10-day remand which was
rejected by the board.
"We will project our case
afresh with all documents and
proof, including the doctor's
report,"
S enior
Superintendent of Police,
Jammu, Tejinder Singh told
reporters here.
The teenager was nabbed
immediately after he allegedly threw the grenade at the
Jammu bus stand that left

two people dead and 29
injured on March 7.
While according to
the medical tests he's aged
around 19, one set of documents recovered from him
shows that he turned 16 on
Tuesday and another shows
that he's 14.
During his initial interrogation, the 'juvenile' had said
that he was paid `50,000 by a
Hizbul Mujahideen militant to
carry out the grenade attack.
Replying to a question
about the board rejecting the
medical report, the SSP said:
"We are going to present our
case before the board with all
the documents and proof
which have been collected,
including the doctor's report,
so that they can take a call."
He said police are taking
various steps to prevent such
type of attacks in the city in
the future.
"The daily footfall at the
bus stand is around 10,000. So,
we are working on developing
and improving intelligence
network to ensure safety and
security of people," the officer
said adding the main focus is
on intelligence gathering and
being "pro-active".
PTI

Mohammad Sagar said postponement of assembly polls can
have serious ramifications
across the State.
"The ones who took this
incoherent decision must be up
to some mischief otherwise
there is no sound reason for not
conducting both assembly and
Lok Sabha elections together. If
the situation is conducive for
parliament elections, what stops
them from conducting assembly elections at the same time?"
he said. Sagar said the powers
that be "are up to something
which will create more fissures" in a sensitive state like
Jammu & Kashmir.
PTI

hood field its senior leader and
sitting MP Vijaysinh MohitePatil as its candidate from
Madha constituency.nHis son
Ranjitsinh is also lobbying for
the Madha seat. Ranjitsinh has
threatened to quit and join the
BJP in the event of his being
denied the Congress ticket.
Among the named candidates are: Supriya Sule-Pawar for
Baramati, Sunil Tatkare
(Raigad), Udayanraje Bhosale
(Satara), Dhananjay Mahadik
(Kolhapur), Rajendra Shingane
(Buldhana) and Gulabrao
Deokar (Jalgaon).
Sanjay Dina-Patil (Mumbai
North-East) is the only NCP
candidate who will contest in the

country’s commercial capital.
Rajesh Vitekar (Parbhani),
Anand Paranjpe (Thane), Babaji
B.
Patil
(Kalyan)and
Mohammed P. P. Faizal
(Lakshadweep Isles) are other
candidates. The NCP has allocated the Hatkanangale constituency for Raju Shetti of the
SSS. “We will announce two
more lists of candidates in the
coming
days,”
NCP’s
Maharashtra President Jayant
Patil said. The NCP’s first list of
candidates for the Lok Sabha
pollst came out a day after its ally
Congress announced its second
list of candidates which included five candidates from
Maharashtra.

India-Pak hold talks on Kartarpur
corridor but J&K bearing brunt of
hostilities, says Mehbooba
Srinagar: PDP chief Mehbooba
Mufti on Thursday said India
and Pakistan were holding talks
on Kartarpur corridor but the
people of Jammu & Kashmir
were bearing the brunt of the
hostilities between the two
countries.
"This is what we have been
talking about that why is it only
that Jammu & Kashmir bears
the brunt whenever there are
hostilities between India and
Pakistan. If Kartarpur is opening, Wagah is open, (then why)
the Poonch-Rawalkote is closed,
Uri-Muzaffarabad road was
closed," she told reporters here.
India and Pakistan held

their first meeting Thursday to
finalise the modalities for the
corridor linking Gurudwara
Darbar Sahib in Pakistani town
of Kartarpur with Gurdaspur
district in Punjab.
Mehbooba said the PDP
wants that assembly polls be
held as soon as possible in the
State.
"Our party's stand is clear
that elections should take place
and take place sooner. People
are facing tremendous difficulties — when there are arrests
going on and hardships in every
way. The polls should take place
soon and a Government be
formed," she said.
PTI

Tamil Manila Cong, ADMK
form pact, speculation ends
KUMAR CHELLAPPAN n
CHENNAI

he line-up for the April 18
Lok Sabha election, to be
T
held in Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry for electing 40 law
makers, has been finalised. The
ruling AIADMK signed the
deal with Tamil Manila
Congress
(TMC)
on
Wednesday evening. This has,
in a way, ended the process of
alliance formation for the ensuing election in the State.
As per the agreement
signed by Chief Minister
Edappadi Palaniswamy ,
Deputy Chief Minister O
Panneerselvam and Tamil
Manila Congress president G K
Vasan, the AIADMK would
allocate one constituency to the
latter in return for the whole
hearted support of the TMC to
the NDA candidates for the Lok
Sabha election and the 21
AIADMK candidates in the
by-polls to be held for the
vacant assembly constituencies.
The AIADMK has PMK
(seven seats), BJP (five), DMDK
(four), Puthiya Tamilakam,
New Justice Party, All India NR
Congress and TMC (one each
for the last four) in its front. The
DMK-led UPA has the
Congress, the CPI(M), the CPI,
VCK, Muslim League, IJK, KJK

as its alliance partners. While
the DMK has almost finalised
the allocation of constituencies
from where the front partners
would contest, the AIADMK
leader Panneerselvam said on
Thursday that his front would
announce the details of constituencies by early next week.
The Tamil Manila Congress
is returning to the AIADMK
fold after 18 years. The party
was born when G K Moopanar,
a senior leader came out of the
Congress in 1996 in protest
against the then Congress
President Narasimha Rao’s decision to fight the assembly and
parliament election in alliance
with the AIADMK. The TMCDMK combine had swept the
1996 election. But in 2001,
Moopanar joined the AIADMK
front and contested the assembly election which saw the
obliteration of the DMK.
B S Gnanadesikan, former
president of the TNCC who
quit the party along with Vasan
in 2014 told The Pioneer that
there was nothing strange in the
TMC joining the front consisting of the BJP. “The DMK
itself was an ally of the BJP from
1998 to 2004 and was in the
council of ministers headed by
A B Vajpayee. The Congress
leadership should ask itself why
we had to come out of the party.

The regional leaders of the
party do not get any recognition
in the party,” said Gnanadesikan
who was a two-term Rajya
Sabha member.
He also disclosed that there
was no issue in the TMC aligning with the BJP. “We will
share the stage with them and
will campaign along with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,” said
Gnanadesikan.
Veteran commentators differed in their opinions about the
TMC’s decision of joining the
AIADMK led front. “It will not
make any impact in the
prospects of the DMK-led front
which is expected to win most
of the seats. The AIADMK’s
popularity is at its lowest ebb
and the BJP’s strategy of exploiting the Hindutwa sentiments
would not work in Tamil
Nadu,” said Govindarajan
Satyamurthy, columnist.
Though Sam Rajappa
agreed with Satyamurthy, he
was of the view that the ruling
party-led front was in for a total
rout. “The incidents since the
2016 assembly election are still
fresh in the minds of the people. There is strong anti-incumbency feeling against both the
Centre and the State governments and it would be reflected in the results,” said Sam
Rajappa.
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GOVIND PANSARE KILLING

Mumbai: ‘Kasab bridge' Irked over probe, HC says
collapses; 5 dead, 29 hurt State a ‘laughing stock'
Mumbai: The Bombay High
Court on Thursday said the
State has been reduced to a
"laughing stock" by adopting
elementary methods in probing
rationalist Govind Pansare's
killing.
A bench of Justices S C
Dharamadhikari and B P
Colabawalla summoned
Maharashtra
Home
Department's additional chief
secretary on March 28 to
explain the cause of the slow
progress made in the case.
"Let the state feel some
pressure. It must face consequences some day. For most
often, the police gets away. No
memos are issued, no explanations sought," the bench said.
"If crimes will be probed
only after the court's intervention...If in matter after matter,
judiciary is the only saviour,
Rescue work in progress after a foot overbridge near a train station collapsed in south Mumbai on Thursday

Mumbai: Five persons were
killed and 29 injured after a
major portion of a foot overbridge near a train station in
south Mumbai collapsed on
Thursday evening, officials said.
The bridge which connected the area near the Times
of India building with the iconic CSMT station was commonly known as 'Kasab bridge'
as the 26/11 Mumbai attack terrorist passed through it during
the terror strike.
All the injured have been
rushed to nearby hospitals, a
disaster management cell offi-

cial said.
An eywitness said when the
bridge collapsed, there was a red
light at the nearby signal, and
that is why the death toll was
not more.
Another eyewitness said
the overbridge was being used
despite repairs being carried out
this morning.
The incident took place
around 7.30 pm when a major
portion of the bridge caved in,
the official said.
Some motorists who were
passing beneath the bridge
when it came down, were

PTI

among those injured, he added.
"Fire brigade personnel
reached the spot immediately
and rescue work is in full
swing. We have appealed the
motorists to avoid the D N road
to JJ flyover section," he said.
"Foot over bridge connecting CST platform 1 north
end with B T Lane near Times
of India building has collapsed. Injured persons are
being shifted to hospitals.
Traffic affected. Commuters to
use alternate routes. Senior
officers are on spot, Mumbai
police tweeted.
PTI

PM ‘deeply anguished' by loss of
lives in Mumbai bridge accident
New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday
expressed deep anguish over the
loss of lives in the Mumbai foot
overbridge collapse.
Five people were killed and
29 injured after a major portion

ALLIANCES’ NEW...

According to it, names of
party candidates and other
important electoral and political
issues were discussed at the
meeting. The decisions taken at
the meeting will be carried forward after discussions with the
top leadership of alliance partner Samajwadi Party (SP), the
release said. According to the
feedback received during the
meeting, the appeals of BSP and
SP leaders have had a good
impact on the people, it said.
Workers of all the three parties
in the alliance, including the
Rashtriya Lok Dal, have gotten
into election mode, setting aside
their differences. After taking the
feedback, Mayawati directed
her partymen to ensure strict
compliance with the model code
of conduct. She also directed
BSP workers to ensure that
birth anniversaries of party ideologues Kanshi Ram and
Bhimrao Ambedkar on March
15 and April 14 respectively are
observed in accordance with the
poll code. According to the
release, Mayawati asked party
workers and leaders to work
wholeheartedly to ensure the
victory of the BSP-SP-RLD
coalition, the release said.

SC TO FIRST...

“The RTI Act brought a
revolution. In 2009, your own
Government said file notings can
be made available under the
RTI. Let us not go back now,” the
Bench said. Bhushan said the
Centre’s objections were “mala
fide and totally untenable arguments”. The Bench said that
“argument on the preliminary
issue and the claim of privilege
raised by the Government of
India is reserved”. It noted further
that according to the AG’s submissions “there are three Rafale
documents whose publication
comes under Official Secrets
Act, 1923. These documents
were unauthorisedly published.
You claim privilege under section
123 of Evidence Act. You want us
to adjudicate and strike down the
review on this basis”. After the
submission of Venugopal, the
Bench asked Bhushan, who was
appearing for Sinha, Shourie
and himself, that he has the right
to reply in writing to the affidavit
filed by the Centre on
Wednesday. However, Bhushan
said he did not think that there
was a need to reply in writing and
submitted a note countering the
preliminary objections raised by
the centre on maintainability of
the review petitions, stating that
“preliminary objection are
malafide and totally untenable

of a foot overbridge near a train
station in south Mumbai collapsed in the evening.
"Deeply anguished by the
loss of lives due to the foot overbridge accident in Mumbai.
My thoughts are with the

bereaved families. Wishing that
the injured recover at the earliest," Modi tweeted.
He said the Maharashtra
Government was providing all
possible assistance to those
affected.
PTI

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
arguments”. He said Government
cannot claim privilege over the
documents which are already
published and is in public
domain. He said that Section 123
Indian Evidence Act only protected “unpublished documents”.
Shourie submitted that he was
thankful to the Centre and the
Attorney General for saying in
their affidavit that these are photocopies, proving the genuineness
of these documents. Bhushan
further said that provisions of the
RTI Act say public interest outweighs other things and no privilege can be claimed except for
documents which pertain to
intelligence agencies. He also
said that there is no Governmentto-Government contract in purchasing Rafale jets as there is no
sovereign guarantee extended
to India by France in the Rs
58,000 crore deal. He submitted
why the Government didn’t lodge
any FIR when these documents
started coming out in November
2018. “How can they question
leaks when they themselves
leaked a document containing
notings by the then Raksha
Mantri,” Bhushan contended.
He further said that the
Government has itself filed a
detailed CAG report regarding as
many as 10 defence purchases
and it is untenable on their part
to now claim privilege. “Rafale is
the only case where they redacted pricing details,” he said and
countered the preliminary objections raised by the Centre by
reminding previous orders of the
apex court in the 2G spectrum
scam and coal block allocation
scam that it is not mandatory to
disclose the source in the matter
of public interest. He also cited
Pentagon Papers case of USA in
which question had arisen as to
whether defence documents
relating to the Vietnam war
could be published saying that
the US Supreme Court rejected
the claim of national security.

NEHRU ORIGINAL...

“Your tweet would be
shown in the office of Jaish-eMuhammad with much
merry…I ask with great pain
today that what is the Congress’s
commitment today to fight
against terror,” he said.
Prasad said India and
Indians were “hurt” by Chinese
action and “we will do what we
can do.” “As per your utterances,
you enjoy a close relationship
with China…when you went to
Mansarovar, you said you are in
touch with Chinese officials…so

why could not you persuade
China to take action Masood,”
he asked. Prasad said foreign
policy is a sensitive subject and
it cannot be determined on
Twitter.

SONIA’S AIDE...

In a way, the BJP netted
two former aides of two top
women leaders as earlier in the
day Trinamool Congress
leader Arun Singh who has
been a confidant of West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee also formally moved
over to the BJP in the presence
of party general secretary Vijay
Vergia. Vaddakkan and Singh
both claimed that doubts
raised by their former leaders
on the integrity and capability of Indian Air Force prompted their exit from their respective parties. Singh, an MLA
from Bhatpara, may be BJP’s
candidate in the coming Lok
Sabha poll, according to
sources. Vadakkan who was
welcomed by Union Minister
and senior BJP leader
Ravishankar Prasad here in the
BJP headquarters attributed
the immediate cause for his
crossing over the BJP to be the
alleged questioning of the
integrity of the armed forces
by the Congress leaders. “ I am
deeply hurt and that is why I
am here”, said the leader from
Kerala’s Thrissur district of
Kerala. “It is the question of
‘Desh Prem’,” he further said
seeking to add heft to his
entry to the saffron fold.
Though there is no confirmation yet Vadakkan, a catholic
by religion, may be fielded by
his ‘new party’ from Thrissur
LS segment.

CONG GAME...

then it is a tragedy. What message are we sending to the society?" the judges asked.
They were irked after reading a progress report, submitted
in a sealed cover by
Maharashtra CID's Special
Investigation Team (SIT), in the
Pansare case.
As per the judges' observations made in an open court, the
SIT submitted, among other
things, that in order to trace two
absconding accused persons in
the case, it questioned their relatives.
It also submitted that one of
the absconding accused owned
an immoveable property in the
state and, therefore, the SIT visited the place to trace his whereabouts.
The bench, however, said
the SIT must realise that after
four years since the crime was

“It is only logical that people have different opinion on
some issue. It is a sign of healthy
democratic system in the party,”
said Delhi Congress working
president Rajesh Lilothia.
Meanwhile, Arvind Kejriwal on
Thursday hit out at Sheila after
she heaped praise on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
Kejriwal termed it surprising as
her statement indicated something is going on between the
BJP and the Congress. Kejriwal’s
reaction came in response to
Sheila’s interview to a TV news
channel in which she said the
former Congress Prime minister Manmohan Singh was not as
tough in dealing with terrorism
as Modi.

Bhanushali murder
case: Ex-BJP leader
Chhabil Patel held
A h m e d ab a d : O ver two
months after the murder of
former Gujarat MLA Jayanti
Bhanushali, for mer BJP
leader Chhabil Patel, a prime
accused in the case, was
arrested as soon as he landed at the Ahmedabad international airport on Thursday
morning, officials said.
The arrest was made the
Gujarat CID-Crime.
Talking to reporters,
Director General of Police,
CID-Crime Ashish Bhatia
said, Patel admitted that he
played a key role in the conspiracy to kill Bhanushali,
his political rival.
Patel had fled to Muscat
in Oman a week before
Bhanushali was murdered.
While Bhanushali was shot

dead in a moving train on
January 8 (this year), Patel
had f led to Mus cat on
January 2.
Thereafter, Patel went to
the US on January 10 and
lived with his daughter in
New Jersey, Bhatia said.
"Patel was arrested from
the Ahmedabad airport as
soon as his flight from New
York landed here early today
morning. He confessed to us
that he played a key role in
the Bhanushali murder case.
He revealed how he contacted sharp shooters and conducted a recce of Bhanushali,"
Bhatia said.
He said, more details will
emerge once they secure his
remand after he is produced
before the court.
PTI

committed, it was unlikely the
accused would stay somewhere
within the state, or close to the
crime spot.
"What stops them from
going and hiding anywhere
across the country? Merely
because someone owns a property doesn't mean he will stick
around in that area. The accused
can seek shelter anywhere in the
country. The elementary steps
you are taking to nab the
accused have reduced you to a
laughing stock," the bench said.
"Because of you, the public
has a perception that some
people can get away, remain
uninvestigated only because
they enjoy a certain patronage,"
it said.
It said a "progressive State"
such as Maharashtra must feel
proud of its thinkers and rationalists.
PTI

TERROR FINANCING CASE

NIA issues fresh
summons to Mirwaiz for
questioning in Delhi
Srinagar: The National
Investigation Agency (NIA) on
Thursday issued fresh summons to moderate separatist
leader Mirwaiz Umer Farooq to
appear for questioning at the
probe agency headquarters in
connection with a terror financing case, officials said.
According to the notice,
the Mirwaiz has been asked to
appear at the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
headquarters in New Delhi on
March 18, the agency officials
said.
The NIA had on February
26 carried out searches at
premises of separatist leaders,
including the Mirwaiz, in connection with the case related to
financing of terrorist and sepa-

ratist groups in Jammu &
Kashmir.
The NIA team, accompanied by police and CRPF personnel, searched residences of
some of the separatist leaders,
including the Mirwaiz, Naseem
Geelani and Ashraf Sehrai, the
chairman of the Tehreek-eHurriyat. The houses of Jammu
Kashmir Liberation Front
(JKLF) leader Yaseen Malik,
Shabir Shah, Zaffar Bhat and
Masarat Alam were also raided.
Barring the Mirwaiz and
Sehrai, all other leaders were
jailed for some time.
The NIA had questioned
two maternal uncles of the
Mirwaiz — Maulvi Manzoor
and Maulvi Shafat — and his
close aides last year.
PTI

KATHUA RAPE, MURDER CASE

Demand for CBI probe will be
core issue in LS polls: DSS
Jammu: Former BJP leader
and founder of the Dogra
Swabhiman Sangathan (DSS)
Choudhary Lal Singh on
Thursday said the demand
for a CBI probe into the rape
and murder of a minor girl
last year would be the core
issue of his party in the Lok
Sabha polls.
Singh had launched the
DSS on July 22 last year to
mark the 100 days of his
campaign in support of the
demand for a CBI probe into
the rape and murder of an
eight-year-old girl from a
nomadic community in
Kathua district of Jammu &
Kashmir. Body of the minor
was recovered from a forest
on January 17, 2018, a week

after she went missing from
the forest area while grazing
horses. "The demand for CBI
probe will be the core issue of
this election...We will continue to strive for the probe
and take the agitation to its
logical conclusion because
the incident has put a question mark on secularism in
Jammu and image of Dogras,"
Singh said.
Singh was addressing a
well-attended rally at Kootha
Morh near the scene of the
last year's crime.
The DSS has announced
Singh as its candidate from
Kathua-Udhampur-Do da
Lok Sabha constituency.
The Crime Branch of J&K
Police, which investigated the

case, arrested eight people,
including the alleged mastermind Sanji Ram, in connection with the case which
is presently being heard on
daily basis in a court in
Punjab under the supervision
of the Supreme Court.
According to the charge
sheet, the girl was allegedly
raped in captivity in a village
temple and was kept sedated
for four days before being
bludgeoned to death. Singh,
along with his colleague
Chander Prakash Ganga, had
resigned from the previous
PDP-BJP Government on
April 13 2018, after uproar
over his participation in a
rally allegedly in support of
the accused.
PTI

UPA didn't take adequate steps post 26/11: Nirmala
SAPNA SINGH n NEW DELHI

elhi BJP State In-charge
and Union Defense
D
Minister Nirmala Sitharama
on Thursday said the United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) did
not take adequate steps post
26/11 Mumbai attacks.
“There would have been
more punitive actions that were
required against such a dastardly terror strike,” said
Sitharaman while addressing
Delhi BJP workers in executive
meet at Pandit Pant Marg on
Thursday.
Echoing the Balakot air
strikes, the Union Minister
exhorted workers not to be
affected by the questions raised
about the airstrike and urged
them to be on the offensive
rather being defensive in dealing with the issues that concern
national security.
The State executive meet
was chaired by Sitharaman,
who has been election incharge
of the Delhi State. “Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
always talked about zero tolerance policy against terrorism.
“Whatever had to be done
after 26/11 Mumbai attacks
was not done by the previous
Government. Had it been more
proactive, there would have
been more deterrence,” she
added. Attacking those questioning the IAF air strikes on
terror camps in Balakot,

Sitharaman said even during
the time of Kargil war, Pakistan
did not accept those people
who laid down their lives for
them and their bodies were
buried in India as the neighbouring country did not even
claim them.
“You should not expect
Pakistan to give proof or accept
their terrorist centre was
attacked by us. I am not citing
any numbers, but you should
not expect they will accept
any numbers. They will never
accept it,” she said. Referring to

26/11 mastermind Ajmal
Kasab, the senior BJP leader
said that even when 26/11
attacker Kasab was caught redhanded, Pakistan denied point
blank that Kasab was a
Pakistani. The Defence
Minister also mentioned about
recent Pulwama attack in
which 42 Jawans of Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
were
martyred.
“Our
Government waited for 10-12
days and after getting intelligence inputs that suicide
bombers were set to launch

attacks again, the air force
struck their camps in Pakistan,”
said Sithraman, adding, “we
waited for 10-12 days for
Pakistan to take action against
terrorists, to get them to vacate
their properties, to demolish
their buildings, but they did
nothing.”
“They were not in those
camps that were close o the
border but were in deep inside
their territory and we attacked
them. We had intelligence
inputs rather than going to
wage war,” she asserted.

Attacking Congress for targeting BJP over the release of
Jaish-e-Mohammad chief
Masood Azhar after the
hijack of an Indian Airlines
flight in 1999, “The decision to
free him was taken at an allparty meeting,” the Defence
Minister said. She also questioned
the
previous
Governments for not taking
any action against Azhar when
he was lodged in jail in India
from 1994-1999. “You tolerated that terrorist. There was an
all-party meeting at the time of
Kandahar hijack and it was
decided that he would be freed
to secure the release of more
than 160 passengers who were
on board the hijacked flight,”
she said.
Meanwhile , Shyam Jaju,
Delhi BJP in charge, Manoj
Tiwari , Delhi BJP State president and Vijender Gupta ,
Leader of Opposition (LoP) in
Delhi Assembly also addressed
the BJP executives.
“On the one hand there are
people protecting the country
and the other people compromising with the interest of the
country,” Jaju said. Rajesh
Bhatia, General Secretary said
that under the chairmanship of
Sitharaman, a district and zone
level committees have been
formed which will spread the
achievements of Modi
Government through door to
door campaigning.a

38-yr-old sharpshooter of Bawana Woman caught stealing
gang carrying `1L bounty arrested beaten up, succumbs
STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

38-year-old sharpshooter
of Neeraj Bawana gang who
was wanted in four murder
cases in national Capital was
arrested by the Delhi Police
after a brief shootout on wee
hours of Thursday. Police has
also declared a reward of `1lakh
on his arrest. The accused has
been identified as Raj Kumar
alias Bhamba a resident of
Ishwar Colony in Delhi’s
Bawana.
According to Sanjeev
Kumar Yadav, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP),
Special Cell, on Thrusday wee
hours, a tip was received that
wanted accused Raj Kumar

A

would be coming at Prahladpur
from Rohini side, to meet
some of his associates at about
5.00 am. “Acting upon the tip off,
a trap was laid down at about
4.30 am at Prahladpur Road
near Ram Chowk. At about
5.05 am, one bike was spotted
and on signaling to stop the man
tried to flee away. On warning
to stop and surrender, accused
started firing bullets at the Police
team which hit the bullet proof
jacket of Sub Inspector Anand
Kumar,” said the DCP. “Police
team also retaliated in the line of
self-defense and to deter the
criminal in that one bullet hit the
right leg of the accused due to
which accused was grounded
and apprehended,” said the DCP.

“During interrogation accused
disclosed that today he has to
meet up with his associates in
Prahladpur where they were to
plan a crime, but before that he
got apprehended by the police
team,” said the DCP.
“Unable to return money
borrowed from Neeraj
Bawania’s brother Pankaj, the
accused joined the gang and
become their sharp shooter.
The accused had committed
several murder and extortion in
the area of outer Delhi and
Rohini Court complex upon the
directions given by the gang
leaders. Accused has many
criminal involvements,” said
the DCP adding that further
investigation is going on.

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

37-year-old woman died after
allegedly being beaten up by
A
the locals when she, along with her
accomplice, was caught red handed while stealing at a manufacturing unit of pressure cooker in
outer north Delhi’s Samaipur
Badli. “The incident took place on
Wednesday night when a group
of around seven-eight women
entered a godown of pressure
cooker manufacturing unit after
jumping the wall. While they were
engaged in the process of stealing
items, the two women were
caught red handed by the labourers present at the spot. Meanwhile,
the other women managed to flee
from the spot,” said Gaurav
Sharma,
the
Deputy

Commissioner of Police (DCP),
Outer North district.
“A scuffle broke out between
them. The two women were
allegedly beaten up by the labourers and the locals. When police
reached the spot, one of the
injured women complained of
uneasiness, following which she
was admitted in Ambedkar hospital in Rohini where she and her
accomplice was treated for their
injuries and discharged,” said the
DCP. “The women were arrested from the hospital and presented
before the magistrate on Thursday.
After the ordered their judicial
custody, the 37-year-old woman
was again taken to hospital after
she complained of uneasiness
where she succumbed during
treatment,” the DCP said.
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BJP coup in Northeast
By winning back the AGP into the NDA fold, party shows
it is realistic about allies giving it winnable numbers
ven last month, the BJP wasn’t too keen
to work with the Asom Gana Parishad
(AGP), which had walked out of the
alliance government in Assam over the
Citizenship Amendment Bill. But now it has not
only promised a re-look of the Bill, factoring
in regional concerns, fears and aspirations, it
has also got back the AGP on the table for the
Lok Sabha elections, hoping that commitment
would cascade in assuaging its other allies in
the Northeast and arrest a drift. It is a masterstroke of negotiation, which was led by BJP
general secretary and Northeast in-charge Ram Madhav, that the party was able
to break the AGP top leadership, even offer gubernatorial sops to founder-leader
and the still adamant Prafulla Mahanta and get the Bodoland People’s Front on
board. The BJP, which has been assiduously building a constituency in the Northeast
by fast-tracking development as part of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s Lookeast policy, is seeking an electoral insurance from the region lest there be some
slippage in the heartland, battling as it is popular discontent on livelihood issues.
But the Bill, proposing to grant citizenship to Hindu refugees from across the
border, has undone all that as any migrant influx is detrimental to Ahom identity and the socio-economic rights of indigenous people over their land. Meghalaya
and Mizoram have been up in flames, too, over the Bill and the BJP has realised
that it cannot alienate the region it has so carefully stitched up with its priorities.
Besides, it has also understood that its “national security” narrative after the Balakot
strikes, while working in North India, would not cut much ice in the Northeast,
which would rather negotiate local gains for a mandate. So it took the central
party several rounds of persuasion, with talks led by State minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma, to revive a flagging friendship and go in for seat-sharing.
However, the larger question is whether this is one of easy convenience or
uneasy co-existence? One part of the AGP, especially the three Ministers who
resigned from the BJP government, could have used their letters of withdrawal
as a pre-poll pressure tactic for they were never processed. The AGP itself is
still a divided house about this new arrangement with the dissidents claiming
that it could signal the end of regionalism before an imposed centrist discourse
and, more importantly, erode the relevance of local parties. So the BJP, while
keeping to its stand on the Citizenship Amendment Bill, would review aspects
uncomfortable to its partner and devise workarounds. With this turnaround, the
BJP has once again demonstrated that regardless of a tide or ebb of opinions
in its favour, it is frenetically trying to keep its allies happy in the interest of a
larger NDA front scoring at the hustings. In the process, it doesn’t mind yielding dominant space to them in key states, so long as it can spearhead them to
power as the single largest party. If winnability requires taking help, the BJP has
certainly got down to it better and stronger than the Opposition mahagathbandhan or the Congress, which is finding it difficult to even communicate with regional leaders. With the latest additions, the NDA had a record 36 allies in its fold.
This is progress from the Vajpayee-Advani years, when BJP became the rallying point of anti-Congressism with 24 partners. The BJP is moving in fast simply because it is at times bending backwards to accommodate new allies, even
when they are not like-minded. For example, it offered the sitting Giridih seat in
Jharkhand to All Jharkhand Students Union (AJSU), from where its president
Sudesh Mahto is poised to contest as NDA candidate. In Tamil Nadu, after AIADMK,
it won over DMDK to its side. Modi has been personally in touch with Akali Dal
leader Prakash Singh Badal while his party has yielded more seats to Nitish Kumar’s
JD(U) in Bihar and given equal share to its pesky partner Shiv Sena in Maharashtra.
If emotions fail, it will have arithmetic on its side.

E

Dragon’s forked tongue
China again blocked a move to declare Masood
Azhar a global terrorist. It should be called out
asood Azhar does not shy away from
attacking India in both his words and
deeds. The physically unfit jihadi leader
and chief of the dreaded terrorist group Jaishe-Mohammad happily goads young men into
committing horrible acts of terror by brainwashing them with all sorts of imagined ills and
Hinduphobia. And he has never been ashamed
to admit that. His various organisations over
the years, the Jaish being just their latest iteration, have claimed several attacks in India that
have killed and maimed hundreds. And for that
reason, Indian diplomats at the United Nations urged the Security Council to declare
him a global terrorist. But Pakistan’s sugar daddy China played along with the
whims of its protege and shot down the proposal. This was not totally unexpected but this time, given the mounting proof of the terror attacks and even the
West’s exasperation with their scale, China’s duplicitous talk has been exposed.
The irony in all this is that while Azhar talks of Indian Muslims being persecuted by their “Hindu rulers”, he is blind to China, where there are an estimated two million Uighur Muslims in re-education camps, where Uighur children
are being forcibly separated from their parents, being forced to eat pork and made
to assimilate with the Han Chinese population. In a country that has banned the
construction of mosques and does not allow for any visible Islamic rituals, including the observance of Ramadan, Azhar or others who talk of protecting “Islam”
will not utter a peep. Azhar knows that if he protests against the actual religious
persecution of Muslims there, he will be quickly disowned by the Pakistani state,
used to genuflecting before the Chinese. From China’s perspective, it will never
touch Azhar for this exemption. Besides, it has to make good on the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) as a showcase of the Belt and Road Initiative and
needs to humour its western ally, especially after its neutrality during the postBalakot strikes. On its part, India may not have many tools at its disposal, especially after the informal summit at Wuhan and simmering down of tensions in
Doklam. Then there is the bigger issue of the economy. Far too many Indians
are used to buying cheap Chinese-manufactured goods. At the same time, the
massive infrastructure push over the past two decades has in part been possible on the back of Chinese workers and capital goods. But Indians can start,
first by reducing their reliance on cheap Chinese products. This might even have
the positive impact of helping reduce India’s massive trade deficit with China
and encourage manufacturing. At the same time, India should urge its celebrities, many of whom happily pocket Chinese money, to stop endorsing Chinese
brands, and this includes Indian cricket, now slosh with Chinese money. Pakistan
is a mere pinprick in India’s side, it is the schoolyard runt picking on the smart
kid because he knows he has the backing of the school bully. But bullies always
get their comeuppance.
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The superfast train, which recently turned 50, has established itself as a premium
brand. But its redesigning 25 years ago was what made it more accessible

PRIYADARSHI DUTTA
he Rajdhani Express, running
between New Delhi and Howrah,
recently completed 50 years in service.
But it is no longer the same train that was
introduced on March 1, 1969 as 101 Up and
102 Dn between New Delhi and Howrah.
It has become a brand and proliferated on
a number of routes connecting different state
capitals with New Delhi. Its current avatar
reflects the socio-economic and mental
transformation of the Indian society as
much as the technological evolution of the
Indian Railways.
The time taken to travel between New
Delhi and Howrah has remained more or
less the same though. It was 17 hours and
20 minutes in 1969, when the train ran at
a maximum speed of 115 km per hour. It
is in the vicinity of 17 hours now (unless one
gets trapped for an extra hour between
Ghaziabad and Delhi as is often the case)
running at a maximum of 120 km per hour.
But way back then, the engine could haul
only five coaches to meet that speed
requirement. Out of the five, only one was
the AC Sleeper Car having 18 berths while
the remaining four were AC Chair Car compartments, each having 71 chairs. The fares
of two categories were as different as `280
and `90. But it was still able to find 96 per
cent occupancy within three years.
Chair cars are not conducive for long
and overnight journeys. But few complained
about it for auxiliary advantages that the
Rajdhani Express entailed like end-to-end
air conditioning, great speed, complimentary quality food, books and magazines and
excellent upkeep. It was like a flight on the
rails. Only one had to endure it for 17 hours
too long. But chair cars were not intentional on the part of the Indian Railways. Just
that in those days, it was not possible to
manufacture coaches having enough safety features to accommodate sleepers and
simultaneously travel at such a high speed.
On May 17, 1972, the first Rajdhani
Express between New Delhi and Bombay
Central was introduced. Since both New
Delhi-Howrah and New Delhi-Bombay ran
twice a week, both trains were oversubscribed. For a long time, there was a
demand to increase the accommodating
capacity by adding coaches, increasing the
frequency of trains and introducing
Rajdhani Expresses on new routes. These
demands pointed towards the growing
clout of the Rajdhani brand. By the 1980s,
Indian Railways was reportedly developing
high speed coaches. But high speed locomotives were still not there. Thus on April
1, 1981, when another AC Chair Car coach
(in view of increased demand) was added
on the New Delhi-Bombay Central route,
authorities conceded that the speed would
be reduced, which could be compensated by
putting an additional locomotive.
Since the mid-1980s, powerful locomotives took over gradually. The Express
hauled no less than 16 habitable coaches
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without suffering retardation in
speed. Madhav Rao Scindia,
Rajiv Gandhi’s Railway Minister,
is considered one of the best
ever. Under him, the railway
locomotion, dominated by
steam engines until the middle
of the 1980s, gave way to diesel
engines. But it was a barren
period as far as Rajdhani
Express was concerned. There
were clamouring voices in
Parliament to introduce
Rajdhani Express to Madras
(now Chennai), Secunderabad
and Bangalore which he sternly rejected. He rather introduced
the Shatabdi Express in 1988,
which ran faster than the
Rajdhani but for a lesser distance without the need for an
overnight journey.
But a new phase opened up
in the early 1990s, when C.K.
Jaffer Sharief became the
Railway Minister. Sharief, perhaps being from Karnataka,
treated those voices from the
South with sympathy. In his first
railway budget on February 25,
1992, he announced weekly
Rajdhani Expresses from New
Delhi to Secunderabad and
Bangalore respectively. Based on
passengers’ response, he even
announced that new Rajdhani
services would be introduced on
the
Madras
and
Thiruvananthapuram routes.
In 1993, a weekly Rajdhani

Express was started from Hazrat
Nizamuddin to Madras.
Simultaneously, both the original Rajdhani Expresses to
Howrah and Bombay Central
respectively became a daily
phenomenon.
Sharief was somehow determined to play Santa Claus with
the Rajdhani Express. By the
end of his term in 1996, the premium train was operating on 11
different routes from New
Delhi. He also took an important decision to replace the AC
chair cars with AC 3-tier on all
Rajdhani Expresses. The
bedrolls were to be supplied by
the Indian Railways. This, however, had a cost to the customer,
which was 25 per cent higher.
The AC 3-tier coaches
(with 67 berths) manufactured
at Railway Coach Factory at
Kapurthala (estd.1986) around
1994 were innovative products
that became extremely popular.
By the end of 1996, they had
been introduced on 46 trains,
including 11 Rajdhani Express
routes. It was a game-changer
for the Indian Railways.
The advent of AC 3-tier,
replacing the chair car, signified
a reconceptualisation of the
Rajdhani Express. It was the end
of that elite train as one knew
it for 25 years. It was now a
“normal” super fast train where
passengers could spend their

THE ADVENT OF AC
3-TIER, REPLACING
THE CHAIR CAR,
SIGNIFIED THE END
OF THE ELITE TRAIN
AS ONE KNEW IT
FOR 25 YEARS. IT
WAS NOW A
‘NORMAL’
SUPER FAST TRAIN
WHERE
PASSENGERS
COULD SPEND
THEIR NIGHTS
SLEEPING. IT WAS
THIS FEATURE THAT
MADE THE
RAJDHANI EXPRESS
INDIA’S FAVOURITE.
EARLIER IT WAS
JUST EXOTIC

nights sleeping rather than be
seated. It was actually this feature that made the Rajdhani
Express India’s favourite train
whereas earlier it was just exotic. Today it is a brand among
long distance AC superfast
trains. The demand for introducing the service on new
routes is constantly heard in
both houses of Parliament. In
October 2017, the present government introduced a weekly
service on the New DelhiAgartala route, the longest distance covered by any Rajdhani
Express. But at the same time,
the frequency of the New DelhiBhubaneswar Rajdhani via
Bhadrak and Adra was reduced
from thrice to twice a week as
an alternate route was opened
up through Sambalpur City.
With the introduction of
dynamic pricing, a berth in
Rajdhani Express could be dearer by 150 per cent than its notified price. But on the other
hand, the government is experimenting with cost-cutting measures that hit service quality. For
instance, from last year, snacks
and soups have been reduced or
taken off from the menu. Is
Rajdhani Express still evolving
or scrambling?
(The writer is an independent researcher based in New
Delhi. The views expressed herein are his personal)

SOUNDBITE
Whatever had to be done
after 26/11 was not done
by the previous government. There would have
been deterrence.

PM Modi surrendered to China
on Azhar and surrendered to
Pakistan and its proxies by delaying elections in J&K. How can
BJP claim to have been tough?

Met Indian FS Gokhale to
advance progress on the USIndia strategic partnership. US
stands shoulder-to-shoulder
with India against terrorism.

I feel if we want a changed
society and country, then we
need to participate and the
first thing we can do towards
that is to cast our votes.

Defence Minister
—Nirmala Sitharaman

National Conference leader
—Omar Abdullah

American NSA
—John Bolton

Actor
—Vidya Balan

LETTERS
Good start by Priyanka
Sir — This is with regard to the editorial “Women reset agenda”
(March 14). Congress general secretary Priyanka Gandhi’s debut
public speech at the party’s
Ahmedabad rally stood out for its
dignity and clarity. In the land of
Mahatma Gandhi, the contrast
drawn between the power of love
and the pain inflicted by hate
struck a responsive chord with the
expectant audience. Rightfully for
a politician, she spoke about the
unfulfilled promises without
attacking the promisor in
unsavoury language. Terming each
individual vote a weapon, she
urged the huge crowd to use it judiciously. It seemed to resonate with
the masses. Her call reminded us
of the great Abraham Lincoln’s
quote, “Elections belong to the
people. It’s their decision. If they
decide to turn their back on the fire
and burn their behinds, then they
will just have to sit on their blisters.”
It was a good beginning by all
means.
Haridasan Rajan
Kozhikode

Time for women’s Bill
Sir — Women’s reservation is a
long-pending electoral reform

TO

THE

EDITOR

Why Cong can rely on Manmohan’s wisdom
istinguished Congressman and former Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh is back in the news. The seasoned economist-cum-politician, and a
reluctant Prime Minister for two terms, he
has been reportedly asked by the party to
actively involve himself in next month’s
elections. The 86-year-old has been
requested to campaign as well as contest
from Punjab's Amritsar constituency.
The soft spoken Singh, who measures
each word before he speaks, is unlikely
to allure voters anywhere else other than
Punjab where he is respected by party
leaders. Chief Minister Captain Amarinder Singh has personally requested him to test his fortunes. And now that
Congress is in power in the State, Singh could win the constituency hands down going by his “ajatashatru” tag.
Manmohan Singh's old age and associated heart con-
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which cries out for attention
considering that women comprise
almost half of our electorate and
their representation in Parliament
is a dismal 12 per cent. All political parties talk of women’s reservations during the time of elections but conveniently forget to
work towards it after the elections
are over and they settle down to
business as usual. The Congress
ruled the nation for over seven

ditions may stop him from plunging in
but the renowned economist has of late
shed his “Moun mohan Singh” tag of late.
He still speaks little but when he does,
the authority behind the words does not
go unnoticed. The Congress high command, both Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi, have immense respect towards
Singh. The respect stems from Singh's
high learning, absolute integrity and cent
per cent incorruptibility. It is a totally different matter that Singh's complacency
led to the Congress being embroiled in
one scam after another. One of the “best
contributions” of former Prime Minister PV Narasimha Rao
to Indian politics, Singh can play a pivotal role in the postelection scenario if the occasion demands.
GANAPATHI BHAT
Akola

decades and the BJP for five
years but the women’s quota bill,
though tabled in the House many
times, was allowed to lapse.
The main reason for rejecting
the bill by our male-dominated
political class is that its powerful
men don’t want to lose their
share in power. This is shameful
considering that even countries
like Afghanistan have allocated a
certain percentage of reserva-

tion in their law-making bodies
to women. What prevents India
from enacting a law earmarking
a certain percentage of seats in
our legislature as a form of
empowerment? Women in panchayats have shown how an
empowered role has helped them
take better decisions for the community.
Moreover, the crime graph
against women in our country is

going north. so time has come for
women to be included in the
process of law-making and
demand a decent and honourable
living in society. The party which
promises women’s reservation in
this elections is sure to get
women’s support.
Sravana Ramachandran,
Chennai

No gimmicks required
Sir — After senior Congress
leader Digvijay Singh called
Osama bin Laden as Osamaji and
Hafeez Muhammad Saeed as
Hafeez Sahab, party president
Rahul Gandhi is now at the centre of a controversy for calling
Masood Azhar as Masood
Azharji.
Whatever the satire or associations, both could have avoided the reference to terrorists in
such terms. What everybody
needs to understand is that the
Indian voter is mature and has
seen both the UPA and NDA
administrations. They will vote
the party of their choice regardless of campaign gimmicks.
KV Seetharamaiah
Hassan
Send your feedback to:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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Outsmarting
breast cancer
As we look into the future with better remedies
for the disease, the core of the cure lies in the
prevention itself. Technology helps here
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT
WEAK MODI IS SCARED OF XI. NOT A WORD WHEN
CHINA ACTS AGAINST US. SWING WITH XI IN
GUJARAT, HUG XI IN DELHI, BOW TO XI IN CHINA
—CONGRESS PRESIDENT

I ASK WITH GREAT PAIN TODAY THAT WHAT
IS THE CONGRESS'S COMMITMENT TODAY
TO FIGHT AGAINST TERROR
—UNION MINISTER

RAHUL GANDHI

RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD

A manifesto for the youth
DR RAMESH SARIN
here were over two million new cancer cases in 2018. Altogether
1,62,468 new cases and 87,090 deaths were reported
because of breast cancer in India. It is one of the leading causes
of mortality among women, across geographies. The disease can
be prevented if it is diagnosed at an early stage and treated with
state-of-the-art treatments. What’s interesting is that researchers
are boldly leaping into the future with breakthrough advanced diagnostics. What was once entirely dependent on clinical breast examination techniques, imaging tests, surgical biopsy, nipple discharge
cytology and others is now even easier and more accessible. Great
headways in medical sciences have made lesser invasive diagnosis possible by making use of alternative procedures. Newer technologies like Vacuum Assisted Breast Biopsy (VABB) promise accurate diagnosis as well as help in the removal of benign lesions (if
any).
Vacuum Assisted Breast Biopsy is a technique that provides
accurate diagnosis by allowing sufficient specimen to be obtained
with a single insertion. In addition to the 100 per cent correct diagnosis, it also helps in the removal of benign lesions up to three centimetres. The biopsy can be done under sonographic, mammographic and magnetic resonance imaging guidance. It is a safe and minimally invasive procedure, performed under local anaesthesia. It is
an alternative to surgical biopsy and leaves little or no scar on the
skin/breast. With its credible reliability, the procedure could potentially replace surgical biopsies and the surgical removal of benign
lesions. Another point to note here is that while one in eight (13 per
cent) women develops breast cancer at some point in life, 60 per
cent develop benign breast disease. In fact, the most common benign
breast diseases are fibroadenoma and fibrocystic disease. These
are not life-threatening but often cause anxiety and fear in many
patients.
Over the years, there have been many debates on how to treat
a suspected benign mass detected through palpation or ultrasound
(US). This is what VABB solves for most patients. So, while it is
important to remember that all lumps should be investigated by a
healthcare professional, it is also important to know that not all lumps
are cancerous. This can be now avoided by taking a less invasive,
alternative procedure. Another important thing to note is that VABB
assures 100 per cent diagnosis, which is what gives it an edge over
many traditional forms of diagnosis. With digital mammographs
and ultrasounds, you can detect small lesions before they are even
present. But traditional core biopsy does not access the small lesions
minutely. With VABB, it is easy to extract a large volume of tissue
for further studying, without scarring the patient. Treatments like VABB
are not only more accurate but also trustworthy alternatives to the
inevitable scarring caused by open excision procedures. It is safe
and simple. Sensitive technologies such as these are helping doctors identify which samples are cancerous and those that are not
in the early stages of the treatment.
As we look into the future with smarter cures for breast cancer, the core of the cure lies in the prevention itself. Procedures like
VABB are not only changing the way breast cancer is diagnosed,
but also bringing to the fore a new ray of hope for patients who can
be assured of the diagnosis. Technological advancements are helping patients live longer, healthier and lead more productive lives. With
exciting progresses happening in the field of oncology, it’s time to
bring these treatments to our people.
(The author is Senior Consultant. Surgical Oncology, Apollo
Hospital, New Delhi)
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The next PM could bring in 25 best global educators to run HRD operations and
specialists to head youth-linked organisations. That would help us reap dividends

BINOY JOB
ear Modi ji, Rahul ji, Pawar ji, Mamata di,
Akhilesh ji, Babu Garu, Rao Garu, Naveen
ji, Stalin ji, Thackeray ji, Gowda ji and all
the leaders of parties contesting the 2019 general elections: In a few days’ time, India will choose
its new government. This means one among you
has a chance to become the next Prime Minister
of India. For each one of you, including the incumbent Prime Minister, it will be a new beginning
to lead the country.
Having served as the director in the Prime
Minister’s Office, I have seen how leaders evolve.
The moment a leader becomes the Prime
Minister, one sheds the political colour and makes
“development of the nation” as the priority. When
Narendra Modi held his first meeting with
senior officers in the PMO, he said, “I want to
achieve development like never before. Please suggest the policies I should focus on. You don’t need
to bother about what I said during the election
campaign, that’s for elections. Now that I am the
Prime Minister, I would like to take forward the
good policies of previous governments and
remove the wrong ones. Your job is to suggest the
best policies to take the country forward.” It was
audacious of him to say this. Similar was the
approach of all past Prime Ministers, from
Pandit Nehru to Dr Manmohan Singh.
As one of the participants of this meeting in
the PMO, I suggested the importance of focusing on the youth and PM Modi was very interested. However, there was little follow-up to this.
Though I have had multiple careers since, my work
with the youth has remained constant. It is with
this experience that I am putting forward a few
policy ideas that could help you become the best
Prime Minister. A country’s potential for growth
is determined by its policies for its youth. About
75 per cent of India is below 40 years of age, and
in the next quarter century, India will have this
envious demographic advantage with a majority
young population. The business community
may project oil, land or data as the greatest
resources for growth but none of them can match
the invaluable power of the youth. If nurtured
properly, the youth can become the greatest game
changer for the next government. But don’t forget that having 75 per cent of the population as
youth is as much an advantage as it is a danger.
If not nurtured and treated well, this segment
could also become the greatest threat to India. In
Kashmir, marginalised youth turn to terrorism and
in other areas, where they are disadvantaged, they
turn to anti-social activities. With the advent of
mobile, digital and media technologies, the
youth are now living in a globalised world. Access
to any information or any place in the world is
just a click away. It has made them ambitious and
they are aware that they could make their dreams
into reality. If utilised well, “information” could
become the greatest empowering tool because it
is key to development in a democracy. If planned
and executed well, you could turn this threat into
your greatest resource.
The first step to nurture the youth is to provide high-quality education to catapult them into
employable and empowered citizens.
Unfortunately, budget allocation for education
does not match the talk. While the direct tax collection has been increasing consistently, the allo-
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cation for education has only decreased dangerously. If this trend continues, the next generation
will not forgive you. In 2013-14, when the direct
tax collection was over `6 lakh crore, the budget
for education was over `63,000 crore, at 6.15 per
cent of the budget. And this year, when the direct
tax collection has crossed `12 lakh crore, the budget allocation for education has been reduced to
50 per cent at over `90,000 crore, which is just over
3.3 per cent of the budget.
If you are sincere in your intention of developing the people and the country, allocate at least
10 per cent of the budget to the education segment in the first year and increase it by two per
cent every year. A part of this may be earmarked
for technological intervention. The world of education is changing and it could become inclusive
with the use of digital, mobile and internet technologies. Nehru had started adult education but
classes for seniors are still using the conventional methods or doing almost nothing. Transform
these departments with tech-interventions.
Classroom teaching, by the best IIT professors,
could be made available to anyone in the world
at a very low cost. Harvard, MIT and so on are
using these ways to make education inclusive.
The AAP government in Delhi has shown
how a good budget could transform education and
empower the next generation. By consistently allocating 25 per cent of its budget to education, it
has brought visible changes. This has empowered
educators, enhanced infrastructure and transformed the students. As the 13th child born to a
farmer and brought up in a village, that is not connected by roads even today, I endorse this as it is
education and reading that have transformed me
from a village boy to a social innovator.
Second, focus should be on skill development.
Though Modi is the one who started a Ministry
for Skill Development, eventually the PM had to
remove even the Minister! The entire allocation
meant for skilling the youth and providing them
with a job became a bogus affair as the businesses could take money on the pretext of “re-skilling”
the already employed. Simply put, the business
houses, especially in the manufacturing industries
like textiles, could take away the money meant for
the unskilled and unemployed youth. And a wellintended dream was again wasted.
The third area that needs focus is equipping
youth for innovations and entrepreneurship
because it is through these that jobs can be created. For an emerging economy and a developing nation, there should be adequate policies and
budget allocation for innovations and entrepreneurship. Rajiv Gandhi started the IT/telecom rev-

olution, which powered India to create the highest number of professionals, industry, education
institutions and FDI. The IIMs are the top management institutes in the country and their flagship programmes are on Agriculture Management.
But 99 per cent of the students don’t work in agriculture anymore. However, if the next government
could allocate substantial funding for agri-startups to tap into these bright MBAs, it could be
another game changer for India. What is pulling
back the rural economy is lack of innovations in
agriculture. Similarly, there should be focus on the
manufacturing and the service sector.
Another area to lay emphasis on could be policy initiatives for preventive healthcare. Most of
the healthcare spending is on hospitals. By
adding a subject in school curriculum on preventive healthcare for 12 years of school education,
it could instill a culture of prevention. Like budget allocation for education, the allocation for
healthcare has also been reduced to half this year.
Among the start-up initiatives, the greatest possibilities for growth are for healthcare and hence
the government should start a special scheme to
support entrepreneurial initiatives by medical professionals. Engage youth for community service.
Projects like ‘Swachh Bharat’ could have easily
involved the youth groups like National Service
Scheme (NSS), NYKS among others. If these institutions are headed by people with no connection
with volunteerism or headed by secretariat service officers, they are bound to fail. The NYKS
was started as a department for engagement of the
rural non-student youth. It remains headless for
almost two years, after the ex-Army officer, who
after heading it for two years was asked to leave
since he failed to connect with the youth and work
with his colleagues cohesively. Youth development
cannot be achieved with an ornamental event; they
should be engaged consistently. The long-standing programme of the NSS has not been able to
attract the youth organically. Since the colleges
have a compulsory programme, the students join
NSS as it fetches grace marks for participating in
an annual event and one campus event. If the next
government could do so, not only would the goal
of nation-building be achieved, it could also inculcate the culture of service.
The future of governance will be based on a
hybrid model, where youth are engaged in policy formulation along with the executive. This will
have a greater impact, as they will come up with
policy ideas that work for all and are more futuristic. In any case, it is the legislature, the representatives of the people, who will have the final
say on this.

Continuing with policies like GST, Aadhaar
and strengthening them with legislative reforms
was a good step forward. Not only the policies,
even the professionals hired for the Digital
Multi-media Centre that I had started during my
tenure in the PMO are completing another fullterm. But the executive may not advise this. The
babus ensured that an effective specialist heading
NSDC was shown the door. Eventually, when the
skills programme started showing negative effect,
Modi had to replace the officers and even the
Minister. Always remember, nobody in the executive will know the pulse of the people the way
the political class would know. Specialist leaders
and not generalists are the need of the hour. The
way reputed economists are brought in by every
PM to run the finance and economic departments,
the next PM could bring in 25 best educators from
across the world to run the Human Resource
Development (HRD), and youth specialists to
head youth-linked organisations. They will ensure
that set goals are achieved, targets are met and the
mission is accomplished. Remember, it is Kurien,
Swaminathan and Homi Bhabha who led the
white revolution, green revolution and the
nuclear revolution respectively.
Kerala sets an example of how education and
engagement of their youth could transform a society. It was in 1846, when a Christian priest from
my village of Kainakary, Fr Kuriakose Elias
Chavara, insisted on “pallikoppam pallikoodam”,
meaning “a school with every church.” As he universalised education, there was opposition from
the elite as they felt education was their fiefdom.
His schools were open for everyone irrespective
of caste, creed and economic status. Inspired by
his work, every religious/caste group started
schools: SD/NSS schools by upper caste Hindus,
SNDP by the Ezhavas and the MES by the
Muslims. Today, Kerala has an educated, developed and vibrant society. The Keralites are able
to find jobs in India and abroad. Most importantly, they remain the symbol of peace and progress.
If you as the next Prime Minister could take
a leaf out of his example and initiate a ‘Mandir ke
saath Shiksha-Mandir’, you could transform
India. No youth aspires to remain unemployed.
They want to make progress; economically and
socially. Education and engagement are the only
route to attain this. With this youth focussed manifesto and policy interventions, I am confident that
you will become the best Prime Minister that India
has produced.
(The author is a young global leader of the
World Economic Forum and founder of many initiatives for the youth. He was director in PMO)

The trend towards tribal politics
Those who become part of a tribe (Left or Right) invest a lot of ego into the group they have become a part of. That’s why they cannot admit
the other side has a good idea because they would feel like giving in to the ‘enemy.’ In tribalism, reason is willingly replaced by myopia

NADEEM PARACHA
merican professor of history Adam
Rothman, in a November 14, 2018
article for the Washington Post,
writes that “tribalism” has become a “hot
topic” to explain the deep divisions within the American polity. Tribalism, in this
context, means that societies are rejecting
conventional notions of ideological nationalism and pluralism, and the economics of
globalisation and the multiculturalism
that it inspired, and adopting the primacy of tribalism. Rothman cites examples in
which various American analysts have
posited tribalism as the thing that is making American politics so polarised and
toxic. These analysts believe that the
same is happening in many European
countries as well.
Interestingly, this debate has erupted

A

with the rise of the right-wing nationalist
parties and individuals in various countries. Yet, a controversial book by the
Chinese-American academic Amy Chua,
Political Tribes: Group Instinct and the Fate
of Nations, claims that political tribalism
can be found among liberal and/or progressive groups as much as it can in conservative or reactionary ones.
Chua writes that thousands of years
ago, when humans began to organise as
tribes, tribalism offered safety and identity, for which one had to fully identify with
whatever the tribe stood for. That mindset was overcome by ideas such as constitutionalism, nationalism, science and
modern economics. Nationalism, in fact,
was a more sophisticated form of tribalism, but one which attempted to eschew
ethnic and religious divisions within a
nation, even if through force. Are we more
concerned about who is saying something
than what’s being said? Chua argues that
once the nation states based on nationalist impulses and ideas consolidated themselves, economic factors such as rising
income inequalities and the formation of
ruling elites created severe divisions within these nations’ polities. This is when,
according to Chua, the tribal mindset,

which is still “hard-wired” in the human
psyche, reappeared.
Chua sees the polities of many nation
states now as extremely polarised by
modern-day tribes competing against
each other. These tribes see themselves as
victims of an economic and political elite.
These include working-class Whites, working-class Blacks, gays and lesbians, feminists, White supremacists, anti-immigration activists, anti-racist groups,
Islamophobes, anti-Islamophobes and so
on. Chua writes that the US and Europe
became too haughty about their scientific, political and ideological triumphs and
completely undermined the fact that tribal mindsets not only existed in developing nation states but also within the
developed ones.
Chua’s thesis has faced severe criticism
by many of her peers in the Western intelligentsia (her own tribe?). Professor
Rothman writes that indeed the tribal
mindset has been a reality for centuries,
but it has been constantly checked through
progressive political, economic and social
legislation. The US has had a history of
producing violent groups which undermined the American democracy long
before the emergence of Chua’s modern-

day political tribes. But eventually, they
have all been relegated to the fringes.
Chua herself is not a fan of modern
tribalism. However, her ideas have also
been criticised for facilitating the narratives
of those groups who claim that the more
progressive and egalitarian notions of
democracy are the vocations of the political and economic elitists who want to
undermine the voices of the “disaffected
majority.” For example, recently the famous
Indian journalist, Barkha Dutt, wondered
whether the rise of Hindu nationalism in
India was mainly due to the way her country’s secular and left-liberal elite ridiculed
the religiosity and beliefs of conservative
Hindus.
One can also argue that Chua’s explanation of tribalism is a renegade branch
of nationalism. The populist nationalist
parties and figures such as Donald Trump,
Narendra Modi, Vladimir Putin, Brazilian
president Jair Bolsonaro, UK’s pro-Brexit
activists and — at least before he became
the Prime Minister — Imran Khan, all
claimed to be the voice of an ignored
moral, political and economic majority
being exploited and undermined by a corrupt ruling elite, who pose as enlightened
democrats. The irony is that most of these

leaders are either billionaires and/or have
had close links with rich men and
women.
But as Professor Rothman is likely to
suggest, this form of nationalism has existed long before Trump or Brexit. It failed
to neutralise the reaction and retaliation
of conventional and wider nationalism and
democratic institutions and norms. In fact,
it either faded away or became part of the
mainstream political apparatus that it
had set out to demonise and challenge.
Chua is clear that even though modern-day tribalism is more prominent
among right-wing groups, many left or
liberal groups are not immune to it. The
American professor of psychology, Daniel
R Stalder, agrees. In his essay for
Psychology Today (June 18, 2018), Stalder
writes that conservatives as well as liberals have a tendency to exhibit “groupcentric bias.” However, Stalder maintains
that tribal thinking is more ingrained in
modern conservative groups.
Recently, at the height of the IndoPak tensions, a Pakistani woman on
Facebook posted a quote about why war
was not the answer to the two countries’
problems. Being an Imran Khan fan, she
intentionally or mistakenly, attributed the

quote to Khan. It received dozens of
“likes” and positive responses. However,
an hour or so later, when someone
pointed out that it was a 2016 quote by
former Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, not
only did the “likes” decline but the
informer was told that Sharif said this
because “he had illegal business interests
in India.”
On Twitter, as most Indians seemed
to have been sucked in by the rather convoluted narrative being shaped by the
hyperbolic Indian news channels, one
Pakistani gentleman suggested that the
Indian pilot captured by Pakistani forces
should be released. The gentleman is a
self-described “leftist” and “proudly antiestablishment.” But when PM Khan
ordered the release of the pilot, the same
gentleman tweeted it was the wrong move
undertaken under pressure!
Stalder writes that those who become
part of a tribe (on the left or the right)
invest a lot of ego into the group they
have become a part of. That’s why they
cannot admit the other side has a good
idea because they would feel like they are
giving in to the “enemy.” In tribalism, reason is willingly replaced by myopia.
(Courtesy: Dawn)
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Market ends almost flat on profit
booking in energy, IT stocks
PTI n MUMBAI

enchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty closed almost
flat on Thursday after a
volatile trade as gains in financials and power stocks were
balanced out by heavy profit
booking in IT and energy
counters.
The BSE Sensex erased its
early gains to end up by just 2.72
points, or 0.01 per cent, at
37,754.89, extending the winning run to a fourth session.
The broader NSE Nifty
closed marginally up by 1.55
points, or 0.01 per cent, at
11,343.25 as gains in financials
like IndusInd Bank, Yes Bank,
pharma and power stocks were
offset by losses in IT, energy and
auto stocks.
Financials such as IndusInd
Bank, Yes Bank, Kotak Bank
and HDFC rose up to 2.84 per
cent on expectations of loan
growth following the RBI’s
move to inject liquidity through
the dollar-rupee swap auction.
The RBI on Wednesday said it
would inject long-term liquidity worth USD 5 billion into the
system through dollar-rupee
swap arrangement with banks
for three years.
NTPC was the top gainer
among the Sensex stocks, rising
by 3.53 per cent. Coal India,
ONGC and Sun Pharma also

B

‘India seems to be catching up with the
emerging market peers after a steep
underperformance in first two months of
2019. FIIs have flooded Indian markets
with USD 1.8bn till date in March which has
partially helped market rally’
rose up to 2.41 per cent. Bharti
Airtel, Vedanta and Tata Steel
also gained. Losses in index
heavyweight
Reliance
Industries, ICICI Bank, and IT
stocks such as TCS, Infosys and
HCL Tech offset the gains.
RIL touched a 52-week high
of `1,361.45 in early trade but
failed to hold onto the gains due
to heavy profit booking and
ended down by 0.41 per cent.
HCL Tech with a 2.11 per cent
fall was the biggest loser among
Sensex scrips. Hero MotoCorp,
Tata Motors and PowerGrid
were also among the laggards.
“Market was range bound
and ended on a flat note while
FIIs continued to pour liquidity into the domestic market.
RBI’s new mechanism to pump
additional liquidity of USD 5 billion through foreign exchange
swap from banks is likely to
boost loan growth,” said Vinod
Nair, head of research at Geojit
Financial Services.
The trend in broader markets was mixed with the BSE
midcap index shedding 0.26 per
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cent and the smallcap index ending 0.09 per cent higher. Among
sectoral indices, the BSE realty, metal, telecom and healthcare indices ended the day in
the green while IT, auto and
power indices settled in the red.
Bank Nifty hit a record
high of 29,070.35 in day trade
before settling up 0.13 per cent
on hopes that RBI may consider a rate cut on the back of
moderate inflation and slowdown in growth.
According to the official
data, wholesale inflation inched
up to 2.93 per cent in February
over the previous month on
account of firming up of prices
of food items. Foreign investors
remained net buyers in the capital markets on Thursday also.
On a net basis, foreign institutional investors (FIIs) bought
shares worth `1,482.99 crore on
Thursday while domestic institutional investors (DIIs) were net
sellers to the tune of `817.77
crore, provisional data available with BSE showed.
“India seems to be catching

up with the emerging market
peers after a steep underperformance in first two months of
2019. FIIs have flooded Indian
markets with USD 1.8bn till date
in March which has partially
helped market rally,” Sunil
Sharma, chief investment officer
at
Sanctum
Wealth
Management, observed.
On the market rally, Hemang
Jani, head (advisory), Sharekhan
by BNP Paribas commented:
“The markets seem to be in a
positive mood ahead of the 2019
general elections. FII’s have
pumped around `30,000 crore
this year which is a positive for
the markets. The markets seem
to be factoring another term for
the current government.”
Markets may continue to
remain volatile with the run-up
towards the elections, he added.
Elsewhere in Asia, Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng rose 0.15 per
cent, Korea’s Kospi was up 0.34
per cent, while Shanghai
Composite Index fell 1.20 per
cent, and Japan’s Nikkei ended
0.01 per cent lower. Similarly, in
the Eurozone, Frankfurt’s DAX
gained 0.43 per cent. Paris CAC
40 rose 0.69 per cent and
London’s FTSE was up 0.46 per
cent in early deals.
Global crude benchmark
Brent crude futures rose 0.41 per
cent to USD 67.83 per
barrel.

Life insurers register
33 pc growth in new
premium income
New Delhi (PTI): India’s life
insurance industry witnessed a
rise of 32.7 per cent in its collective new premium income at
`18,209.50 crore during
February 2019, data from Irdai
showed. The life insurers had
collected first-time premium
worth `13,724.96 crore in same
month a year ago.
Insurance behemoth LIC,
which has the largest market
share of 66.26 per cent, registered a growth of 42.2 per cent
in its new year premium at
`12,055.81 crore during the
month, according to Insurance
Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (Irdai) data.
The rest of the 23 market
players in life insurance business
(market share 33.74 per cent)
collected premium of `6,153.70
crore from new customers, witnessing a rise of 17.25 per cent
from a year ago.

Wholesale inflation rises
to 2.93 pc in February
PTI n NEW DELHI

based on wholesale
prices inched up to 2.93 per
Icentnflation
in February over the previous month on account of
firming up of prices of food
items, including vegetables and
cereals, according to government data released on
Thursday.
The Wholesale Price Index
(WPI)-based inflation was 2.76
per cent in January this year and
2.74 per cent in February 2018.
Earlier this week, the
Consumer Price Index data also
showed that retail inflation,
which is factored in by the RBI
while deciding key interest rate,
rose to 2.57 per cent, which was
a four-month-high level, in
February due to costlier food
articles.

According to the latest WPI
data, the inflation in the food
basket was 4.28 per cent in
February, compared with 2.34
per cent in the previous month.
On a monthly basis, the data
showed that inflation was higher in cases of cereals, paddy,
wheat, pulses, vegetables, fruits
and other protein-rich kitchen
essentials such as egg, meat and
fish. However, the rate of price
rise in February was slower in
the case of milk.
The wholesale inflation in
the fuel and power segment was
also higher at 2.23 per cent,
compared with 1.85 per cent in
January.
Meanwhile, the WPI for
December 2018 has been revised
downwards at 3.46 per cent as
compared to provisional estimate of 3.8 per cent.

In its analysis of the WPI
data, CARE Ratings said inflation in the economy has started
moving up from the trough
reached last month both at
retail and wholesale levels.
“The rise in wholesale inflation can be ascribed to increase
in primary articles viz food and
non-food articles... The build-up
inflation so far (April 2018-Feb
2019) was 2.75 per cent, higher
than the 2.56 per cent registered
in the corresponding period
last year,” it said.
Now, all eyes are on the
Reserve Bank of India’s
Monetary Policy Committee,
which will be meeting in April
for the first bi-monthly monetary policy review of the next fiscal, at a time when growth rate
of industrial production is slowing and inflation inching up.

RInfra to sell entire stake in Delhi-Agra Toll Road to Cube Highways
New Delhi (PTI): Reliance
Infrastructure Ltd on Thursday said it
would sell its entire stake in Delhi-Agra Toll
Roadway to Singapore-based Cube
Highways for `3,600 crore, following which
the Anil Ambani led company’s debt will be
reduced by 25 per cent to less than `5,000
crore. Reliance Infrastructure (RInfra) has
entered into a pact with Cube Highways in
this regard.
Cube Highways and Infrastructure III
Pte Ltd is a Singapore-based company

formed by global infrastructure fund-I
Squared Capital and a wholly-owned subsidiary of the Abu Dhabi Investment
Authority. The transaction is in line with
Reliance Infrastructure’s strategic plan of
monetising non-core business and focus on
major growth areas like engineering & construction (E&C) business.
RInfra on Thursday announced the
signing of Definitive Binding Agreement
with Cube Highways and Infrastructure III
Pte Ltd for the sale of its 100 per cent stake

in Delhi-Agra (DA) Toll Road Private
Limited, the company said in a statement.
“The total deal enterprise value is over
`3,600 crore. In addition, NHAI claims of
`1,200 crore to be filed by DA Toll Road Pvt
Ltd will flow directly to Reliance
Infrastructure,” the company added.
RInfra said, it would utilise the proceeds
of this transaction entirely to reduce its debt.
Reliance Infrastructure’s special purpose
vehicle DA Toll Road Private Limited operates the 180-km long six-lane road on NH 2.
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YESBANK
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RELIANCE
RELCAPITAL
DHFL
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IDBI
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SUNPHARMA
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KTKBANK
BEML
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GRAPHITE
HDFCBANK
ASHOKLEY
VEDL
M&M
IOC
NATIONALUM
TCS
JUBILANT
AVANTI
CGPOWER
RECLTD
COALINDIA
MINDTREE
EDELWEISS
TECHM
MARUTI
HDFC
MGL
BANKBARODA
MANPASAND
BHARTIARTL
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Open
6.89
4.90
247.00
626.00
360.95
6.57
1350.00
188.10
134.00
82.25
1644.60
129.15
135.95
76.50
83.30
192.95
14.10
715.00
290.30
411.90
294.15
43.15
203.65
463.00
11.50
131.00
972.05
1324.00
714.00
181.00
392.00
60.00
610.70
235.80
113.25
743.95
168.50
259.75
755.00
1267.60
368.20
788.00
267.55
85.60
453.00
94.10
514.05
1378.70
43.10
461.00
2235.00
94.00
173.75
685.00
150.00
52.50
2009.00
829.00
425.95
41.30
134.30
240.05
933.00
184.30
796.50
7100.00
1967.10
928.10
116.00
130.00
338.45
91.25
107.00
1500.00
247.60
435.55
50.20
87.95
2826.00
1033.50
110.10
120.00
192.00
613.00
53.00
145.10
92.85
1026.25
92.15
62.10
594.55
427.00
96.10
767.20
807.00
149.00
267.50
267.85
626.25
2215.10
765.00
104.00
136.15
507.05
1435.20
14.60
213.75
33.80

High
7.19
4.95
254.00
654.50
384.40
6.68
1361.45
188.95
136.65
88.85
1701.15
131.15
141.90
80.15
90.85
203.00
14.17
727.95
296.00
450.00
294.60
44.00
211.85
468.90
11.59
131.10
985.95
1369.90
715.00
182.30
393.00
65.10
627.00
242.00
115.05
749.55
171.65
259.75
779.40
1277.70
369.30
811.00
269.00
85.75
463.00
94.80
522.00
1395.00
46.10
473.75
2247.25
94.55
174.70
687.90
152.15
53.50
2009.00
874.55
441.20
42.85
138.00
244.35
954.00
189.00
796.50
7147.95
1974.30
950.00
117.90
130.00
346.00
92.35
107.85
1515.60
258.25
447.00
51.10
89.15
2833.20
1040.50
114.80
122.15
200.60
623.90
53.75
146.55
93.35
1066.45
99.45
62.35
612.75
439.50
98.40
771.60
819.80
154.60
267.90
267.85
643.75
2250.00
784.50
105.35
140.50
519.00
1446.00
14.95
231.60
34.40

Low
6.80
4.65
246.25
617.20
347.65
6.10
1334.00
170.10
130.45
81.20
1637.45
124.10
132.60
76.00
83.30
189.90
13.70
700.10
290.30
411.90
290.45
42.45
203.35
456.30
10.67
126.40
954.15
1317.40
706.30
177.65
386.95
59.50
573.70
232.50
112.45
737.50
163.75
255.00
755.00
1259.00
366.00
785.35
263.50
83.70
448.05
91.20
513.45
1376.75
43.10
460.05
2210.60
92.90
171.55
678.00
149.50
52.15
1982.30
810.70
420.10
40.80
133.95
238.65
925.00
184.10
775.65
7049.00
1949.50
923.80
114.40
116.00
334.95
89.90
104.85
1462.00
247.60
421.10
49.80
87.25
2789.00
1004.65
110.10
117.10
192.00
593.60
51.60
143.05
90.95
1025.75
92.15
60.15
592.15
422.00
94.95
745.05
794.00
148.20
255.00
259.00
624.15
2195.00
765.00
100.10
135.70
506.25
1420.45
14.43
213.50
33.55

LTP
7.05
4.69
249.85
638.45
375.45
6.20
1341.20
171.95
132.05
86.25
1682.80
124.90
139.85
79.65
88.05
201.35
13.84
702.15
295.45
445.05
291.15
43.10
206.40
467.10
10.77
128.05
970.40
1331.20
708.35
179.70
387.90
64.65
586.65
236.90
114.35
740.45
165.15
256.80
766.60
1270.50
366.60
800.85
267.35
84.45
450.55
93.10
517.80
1379.30
45.70
462.05
2223.25
93.80
173.70
685.70
151.40
52.60
1988.60
859.45
424.25
42.15
137.65
243.35
950.75
187.50
788.50
7086.80
1957.85
928.00
116.60
118.80
342.85
90.20
106.20
1467.95
250.65
426.55
50.45
88.10
2808.75
1006.55
112.25
118.00
196.90
603.05
52.70
143.45
92.35
1054.90
95.35
61.75
595.40
431.65
96.05
747.15
817.00
153.80
258.05
262.30
636.90
2200.55
778.30
101.65
139.75
511.95
1434.05
14.50
221.75
33.75
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FORTIS
MEGH
GNFC
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CONCOR
ISEC
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JSWSTEEL
KALPATPOWR
TAKE
MOTILALOFS
ABFRL
BANDHANBNK
PFC
INTELLECT
HEXAWARE
APOLLOTYRE
ALBK
UPL

71.50
1752.75
1301.00
3022.00
272.00
82.90
1117.00
37.70
343.80
1364.00
441.75
149.70
460.00
230.45
67.90
615.00
189.00
51.50
1763.00
166.00
616.45
156.10
6897.00
578.00
35.20
2595.05
204.50
166.15
74.00
2652.00
1185.00
139.05
63.95
312.40
97.05
2824.95
519.90
263.00
1577.00
287.50
443.60
133.35
610.10
228.60
520.00
111.00
200.75
340.10
225.05
53.15
912.10

72.55
1752.75
1325.00
3022.00
279.50
83.85
1174.00
38.95
344.90
1393.20
456.95
152.15
479.00
231.70
68.70
623.00
189.50
51.75
1797.90
167.20
617.00
157.00
6944.00
582.50
36.50
2673.00
214.95
170.25
74.00
2666.15
1188.00
140.25
64.95
313.00
100.60
2824.95
521.30
264.20
1583.80
289.80
449.60
133.35
640.00
233.90
524.50
112.85
203.55
342.00
226.95
56.05
915.00

70.05
1728.75
1292.00
2970.05
271.50
81.50
1095.55
36.85
336.70
1345.00
438.20
149.60
457.10
227.60
66.65
603.25
186.75
50.30
1741.00
161.50
598.50
154.25
6857.20
568.90
35.00
2584.15
203.00
166.00
72.70
2616.55
1166.00
135.30
61.60
305.90
95.60
2745.00
502.30
253.35
1535.70
284.00
437.00
124.25
610.10
226.35
511.25
109.60
198.80
333.10
220.10
53.15
900.80

70.65
1737.35
1299.55
3010.50
277.55
82.75
1149.70
38.35
339.70
1362.85
449.20
151.35
466.10
229.15
67.35
613.55
187.45
50.90
1755.60
163.35
602.80
155.05
6909.70
576.50
35.85
2654.05
204.80
166.40
73.00
2653.65
1169.90
136.65
61.85
311.00
99.70
2755.35
507.15
258.95
1539.80
287.00
445.30
124.95
626.60
229.95
513.35
111.25
199.70
336.85
223.10
55.00
903.30

JKTYRE
ALLCARGO
BATAINDIA
VIPIND
TATAELXSI
DABUR
ADANIPORTS
VENKYS
HINDALCO
SOBHA
MFSL
INDIANB
CANFINHOME
BPCL
TITAN
MPHASIS
VGUARD
RAIN
HSIL
BAJAJCON
SIEMENS
GODREJAGRO
MCX
BIOCON
SRTRANSFIN
NMDC
REDINGTON
ADVENZYMES
TRENT
IBVENTURES
J&KBANK
JSL
PHILIPCARB
GODREJCP
TATAMTRDVR
KEC
GODFRYPHLP

96.50
114.30
1369.00
439.00
965.90
441.00
366.45
2266.70
202.00
447.50
434.40
265.50
321.80
389.50
1078.00
981.00
214.75
114.50
254.00
335.00
1057.10
522.30
769.00
618.00
1279.20
113.50
96.00
181.00
367.85
282.00
47.45
41.20
180.00
723.00
91.35
296.75
1080.00

96.80
126.00
1372.45
439.00
968.05
441.10
368.20
2323.15
204.60
447.50
444.00
270.85
324.65
392.00
1088.80
981.00
220.35
114.50
268.80
335.00
1059.40
523.15
784.80
623.65
1285.20
114.75
102.50
183.00
377.00
287.00
48.10
41.65
181.90
723.00
91.60
298.00
1092.00

94.75
111.70
1339.00
425.20
945.90
435.15
360.40
2264.35
200.00
430.00
433.40
264.10
315.30
383.00
1064.00
956.10
212.25
110.00
254.00
324.85
1034.00
510.20
767.05
612.40
1236.00
112.80
95.10
175.15
363.20
280.10
46.40
38.30
177.25
705.80
89.35
288.20
1058.25

95.05
121.15
1363.70
428.10
949.70
438.95
364.95
2277.95
201.25
435.05
435.90
266.90
321.40
390.35
1084.85
958.20
214.95
110.45
263.90
326.25
1036.85
513.70
780.35
618.40
1246.15
114.45
99.75
181.20
372.75
281.05
46.65
38.85
178.25
715.25
90.05
295.10
1078.90

BALKRISIND
APOLLOHOSP
FRETAIL
GRASIM
FLFL
CADILAHC
INDHOTEL
RNAM
TVSMOTOR
ABB
ICICIGI
GAIL
BHARATFORG
COFFEEDAY
SRF
OMAXE
SOUTHBANK
KSCL
PETRONET
ULTRACEMCO
OIL
DIVISLAB
ALKEM
IRB
ICICIPRULI
GRANULES
SUVEN
JSWENERGY
GLENMARK
HFCL
LEMONTREE
NIITTECH
CENTURYTEX
ESSELPRO
OBEROIRLTY
MARICO
AJANTPHARM
DEEPAKFERT
EICHERMOT
MAHLIFE
ASHOKA
FSL
BRITANNIA
AMBUJACEM
RCF
ADANIGREEN
GODREJIND
RELAXO
DCBBANK
ISGEC
SUNTECK
HUDCO
PRSMJOHNSN
KEI
WELCORP
EQUITAS
JINDALSAW
OFSS
PNBHOUSING
IPCALAB
GMRINFRA
CUMMINSIND
SYNDIBANK
RAJESHEXPO
NAVINFLUOR
UBL
NHPC
RALLIS
HEIDELBERG
NOCIL
MAGMA
PVR
CIPLA
EVEREADY
INFRATEL
CEATLTD
KAJARIACER
LTI
DCAL
KRBL
FCONSUMER
MAXINDIA
IDFC
ITI
WABAG
NESTLEIND
GICHSGFIN
NAVKARCORP
REPCOHOME
HINDCOPPER
AMARAJABAT
NAUKRI
BLISSGVS
CROMPTON
SUNDRMFAST
JAMNAAUTO
HINDZINC
COLPAL
NLCINDIA
PARAGMILK
WHIRLPOOL
BBTC
EIDPARRY
GODREJPROP
DEEPAKNI
LAKSHVILAS
BLUESTARCO
LTTS
BERGEPAINT

935.35 948.40
1122.00 1143.85
439.00 439.00
822.00 837.00
450.00 475.20
332.00 335.50
154.60 154.60
202.05 204.60
497.00 501.55
1310.00 1324.00
969.25 970.35
351.05 357.00
538.95 540.75
298.90 306.50
2399.00 2425.00
210.00 210.45
15.22
15.39
435.50 441.00
241.90 242.90
4025.10 4055.70
176.10 179.05
1669.00 1701.65
1729.00 1738.50
152.10 153.15
338.00 344.70
111.15 114.00
251.00 254.00
68.55
69.15
633.95 635.55
24.50
24.70
84.45
85.40
1330.00 1340.20
896.10 896.95
112.00 119.00
484.55 487.45
343.00 348.55
1001.00 1033.75
136.05 137.60
22600.00 22960.00
380.00 380.00
139.85 141.85
45.05
45.20
3135.65 3168.25
231.40 231.40
59.00
59.20
40.40
40.40
528.00 533.00
742.00 789.00
202.00 202.20
5350.00 5650.00
452.40 457.20
44.95
45.05
100.10 100.10
424.00 431.45
120.40 124.75
135.90 137.10
93.10
95.35
3433.90 3433.90
901.05 902.50
917.75 918.25
16.95
17.30
738.00 749.50
38.90
39.15
618.00 627.70
688.00 712.05
1361.00 1387.80
24.90
25.15
162.20 163.30
178.05 180.05
143.50 143.70
118.10 119.20
1630.00 1641.80
531.00 534.15
208.60 212.00
312.85 317.80
1155.00 1167.80
585.00 593.05
1640.00 1657.00
210.00 215.00
361.00 373.00
46.95
47.45
61.90
64.00
41.70
42.25
97.00
97.00
326.00 334.95
10749.00 10754.00
265.00 269.30
45.25
45.95
458.85 465.30
49.15
49.75
755.60 757.10
1895.00 1914.00
171.60 174.00
223.05 230.10
524.40 532.50
61.75
64.00
276.70 277.50
1281.00 1295.00
70.05
73.55
258.30 258.45
1601.55 1615.00
1335.00 1344.65
217.00 219.50
700.40 704.00
258.30 262.85
69.95
69.95
667.10 686.70
1550.00 1550.00
307.40 311.35

921.10
1122.00
425.00
809.45
450.00
328.50
149.05
189.05
488.00
1291.50
940.60
347.10
528.00
297.45
2349.00
206.65
15.10
431.40
236.45
3935.40
175.60
1669.00
1704.00
149.35
334.10
110.15
247.00
66.50
624.60
23.65
81.00
1315.60
879.65
111.00
477.95
339.75
1001.00
134.60
22540.95
360.30
136.50
44.20
3116.15
224.00
57.55
38.25
518.80
742.00
199.25
5255.10
449.40
44.20
96.20
420.70
119.20
133.05
92.60
3350.00
883.15
895.35
16.70
738.00
38.25
616.50
684.75
1361.00
24.50
160.00
173.90
140.90
116.00
1617.55
530.60
205.40
312.65
1145.10
573.75
1630.40
205.00
361.00
45.75
60.90
41.10
94.40
321.00
10545.35
260.40
44.15
451.65
48.65
741.50
1856.85
169.75
223.05
522.00
61.35
272.10
1275.90
70.05
252.80
1581.90
1314.60
212.00
692.55
254.55
65.00
659.60
1507.00
304.05

931.60
1131.80
435.95
833.05
465.95
330.35
149.80
192.60
491.80
1307.20
946.70
354.40
529.25
303.50
2356.75
208.50
15.14
437.85
237.55
3965.40
178.70
1694.25
1717.20
151.85
336.50
112.80
250.50
67.15
630.40
23.75
83.65
1319.80
891.90
117.10
479.65
346.50
1028.40
135.55
22640.10
363.15
138.55
44.35
3149.90
224.65
58.25
38.50
530.30
757.60
199.90
5544.20
454.85
44.75
96.85
428.50
121.25
135.20
93.55
3378.20
889.05
897.45
17.15
741.55
38.85
619.05
705.55
1378.60
24.80
160.25
174.65
142.20
116.55
1632.95
533.55
209.05
314.00
1151.55
582.90
1650.30
214.20
370.55
46.10
62.90
41.90
94.80
326.50
10742.25
261.45
44.55
452.90
48.80
747.45
1895.05
171.50
227.15
528.95
63.45
274.25
1280.50
72.85
255.40
1599.60
1331.85
217.65
695.40
258.20
65.90
674.85
1513.45
305.80

RADICO
400.40 401.35
SHANKARA
471.00 471.00
MAHINDCIE
247.00 247.00
IGL
293.00 296.15
ASTRAL
1220.95 1234.90
PTC
78.90
79.75
WELSPUNIND
64.35
64.80
MINDAIND
362.40 369.60
CHENNPETRO
264.35 266.20
GICRE
250.00 260.20
CYIENT*
670.00 682.95
TORNTPHARM
1830.00 1840.60
SCI
36.60
37.60
IBULISL
320.00 330.50
PAGEIND
23800.00 24052.00
STARCEMENT
107.50 109.90
SBILIFE
615.00 620.75
GMDCLTD
87.55
88.10
QUESS
783.85 785.10
SADBHAV
253.80 258.40
NIACL
200.10 201.30
ADANITRANS
211.00 214.75
PRESTIGE
210.10 212.05
AARTIIND
1470.00 1470.00
INOXLEISUR
309.35 316.20
TATACOMM
595.00 610.90
BOSCHLTD
18708.15 18708.15
SCHNEIDER
103.00 109.00
AEGISLOG
202.00 205.60
BAJAJELEC
505.00 508.50
MHRIL
240.15 252.80
SHK
151.85 154.15
MMTC
28.00
28.50
KNRCON
263.70 263.70
TORNTPOWER
255.70 257.85
GSFC
103.15 104.10
MOIL
160.65 162.70
IEX
164.20 167.00
ZENSARTECH
216.00 217.50
CAPPL
434.00 444.90
JSLHISAR
91.00
93.90
GUJFLUORO
1056.85 1073.85
VMART
2833.40 2852.40
PIIND
1000.50 1023.25
SREINFRA
31.70
32.00
KANSAINER
462.10 465.20
INOXWIND
74.00
74.45
HSCL
122.30 122.95
LUXIND
1297.20 1321.15
TV18BRDCST
36.85
37.05
INDOSTAR
357.75 357.75
NATCOPHARM*
587.95 587.95
HERITGFOOD
526.90 538.10
SYNGENE
580.00 596.00
GSPL
178.60 182.20
MRPL
73.00
73.60
TATAMETALI
666.10 671.05
RAMCOCEM
724.95 726.00
CENTRUM
35.45
35.50
THERMAX
1044.05 1057.20
GUJALKALI
524.65 524.70
ASTRAZEN
1944.50 2028.50
UCOBANK
20.00
20.00
PFIZER
3131.00 3200.00
GET&D
298.80 304.00
VINATIORGA
1660.00 1690.50
SWANENERGY
105.20 109.60
BIRLACORPN
543.00 543.00
PNCINFRA
160.00 162.15
BASF
1474.90 1489.35
JKLAKSHMI
356.50 356.50
HATSUN
720.00 726.00
EMAMILTD
399.95 401.05
CHAMBLFERT
166.25 167.30
ENDURANCE
1163.00 1163.10
PERSISTENT*
669.00 682.00
TNPL
222.00 222.00
SUPPETRO
224.00 224.50
PHOENIXLTD
634.45 665.00
TEJASNET
178.00 180.60
COCHINSHIP
385.05 387.50
ITDCEM
138.40 138.40
NBVENTURES
105.90 106.50
VBL
822.75 822.75
FINCABLES
472.00 479.90
NH
224.00 229.90
JKCEMENT
828.50 833.00

394.00
446.35
240.05
289.50
1150.00
77.50
63.35
358.20
261.05
250.00
670.00
1820.00
36.60
305.15
23572.05
104.00
611.00
85.00
764.65
252.75
194.00
206.45
207.00
1421.00
300.80
592.00
18316.00
103.00
200.80
502.60
240.15
150.00
27.70
252.85
253.55
101.25
160.10
163.20
212.05
423.00
84.00
1055.00
2655.00
994.95
31.20
458.80
71.25
121.10
1276.80
36.00
342.25
575.05
525.30
574.40
178.00
72.70
652.50
711.60
34.40
1018.10
513.95
1944.50
18.80
3117.40
295.00
1660.00
105.20
531.50
155.90
1428.05
349.00
710.00
397.10
163.60
1149.00
665.10
213.25
222.05
630.35
176.95
382.90
131.75
103.55
805.10
462.65
221.50
814.00

396.25
448.05
243.80
291.70
1157.30
78.05
63.65
360.75
264.30
255.75
674.30
1835.40
37.30
323.70
23691.75
104.45
612.95
85.35
779.50
256.50
195.00
207.35
211.25
1425.95
311.60
607.70
18603.55
107.60
205.05
505.15
244.40
150.45
27.90
257.05
255.85
101.80
160.85
165.30
215.70
425.85
92.10
1062.85
2671.65
1011.00
31.40
462.55
73.05
121.85
1304.50
36.45
343.85
576.50
535.65
584.00
180.05
73.40
655.50
716.75
34.85
1030.30
517.45
2000.85
18.90
3155.25
297.85
1671.75
106.10
535.70
159.55
1441.05
350.60
711.95
399.00
165.25
1151.35
676.25
214.35
223.90
658.35
179.45
384.20
133.75
104.50
815.75
469.80
224.60
831.00

GPPL
CENTURYPLY
IFBIND
SONATSOFTW
HAL
BALMLAWRIE
SANOFI
TIMETECHNO
SYMPHONY
GDL
BAJAJHLDNG
SJVN
JYOTHYLAB
TTKPRESTIG
MERCK
COROMANDEL
ANDHRABANK
CCL
SUPRAJIT
3MINDIA
BAYERCROP
CENTRALBK
CORPBANK
SHARDACROP
LINDEINDIA
GREENPLY
JBCHEPHARM
GESHIP
KPRMILL
APLAPOLLO
SUPREMEIND
UFLEX
BDL
TATAINVEST
JCHAC
MAHABANK
ASTERDM
ATUL
NAVNETEDUL
MAHLOG
THYROCARE
AIAENG
CARERATING
THOMASCOOK
CUB
TIINDIA
FINOLEXIND
DBCORP
NILKAMAL
ITDC
PGHH
ORIENTCEM
UNITEDBNK
SHREECEM
TVSSRICHAK
GALAXYSURF
GLAXO
MRF
TEAMLEASE
FORBESCO
ELGIEQUIP
MINDACORP
APLLTD
SOMANYCERA
JAGRAN
MAHSCOOTER
CRISIL
KIOCL
SHOPERSTOP
WABCOINDIA
MONSANTO
SUDARSCHEM
APARINDS
CARBORUNIV
GHCL
LAXMIMACH
TRITURBINE
LALPATHLAB
TVTODAY
CERA
TIMKEN
ASAHIINDIA
AKZOINDIA
FDC
VTL
BLUEDART
ABBOTINDIA
SKFINDIA
SIS
LAOPALA
NESCO
SCHAEFFLER
GULFOILLUB
SOLARINDS
ZYDUSWELL
GILLETTE
SUNCLAYLTD
GEPIL
GAYAPROJ
DHANUKA
GSKCONS
GRINDWELL
ERIS
SFL
SHILPAMED
HONAUT
TIFHL
RATNAMANI
SHRIRAMCIT

92.55
194.80
945.00
332.00
683.00
184.90
5688.90
104.00
1353.45
124.45
3324.00
24.15
186.35
9020.15
3460.00
481.35
26.70
297.15
232.70
24300.00
4299.00
33.95
31.25
378.55
515.00
152.00
335.85
291.50
594.00
1389.70
1135.05
222.50
288.95
846.00
2039.80
13.40
152.50
3330.45
109.40
496.90
531.10
1761.75
1006.75
222.05
189.00
378.75
541.50
198.90
1403.05
285.05
10456.05
88.00
11.05
18000.00
2261.00
1139.75
1307.15
57800.00
3000.00
2295.00
250.80
145.20
553.00
385.60
111.55
3406.90
1476.20
143.15
477.50
6485.00
2644.35
343.75
652.00
384.20
246.30
6057.00
119.90
1043.70
335.00
2611.20
581.05
262.10
1791.05
180.40
1070.40
3241.45
7370.00
1959.00
852.20
210.25
461.00
5600.00
849.95
1031.65
1296.55
6495.20
3190.50
840.00
166.60
427.20
7192.10
589.40
648.10
1340.00
370.00
22300.00
503.00
886.05
1730.10

93.45
194.80
969.00
332.70
685.00
188.90
5790.00
104.00
1353.50
128.00
3375.00
24.30
190.35
9160.00
3485.00
488.00
26.70
297.15
236.75
24350.00
4335.00
34.25
31.25
381.00
516.00
152.00
340.50
292.00
594.40
1391.80
1142.65
222.50
288.95
849.45
2039.80
13.65
157.85
3330.45
111.20
501.75
548.00
1795.00
1006.80
223.00
189.00
384.90
543.00
203.80
1413.45
290.35
10456.05
89.45
11.14
18000.00
2290.00
1145.95
1312.35
57800.00
3000.00
2295.00
250.80
147.00
554.00
386.85
113.80
3406.90
1476.20
146.50
478.50
6492.65
2658.00
345.95
654.25
384.95
246.30
6262.10
120.30
1057.25
338.30
2645.70
585.95
270.55
1792.90
182.00
1091.65
3270.00
7373.05
1969.00
863.80
217.20
465.15
5600.00
849.95
1035.00
1309.75
6501.10
3190.50
840.00
166.60
433.90
7199.00
589.40
656.80
1340.00
370.00
22384.80
507.80
890.00
1749.25

92.20
189.65
941.00
328.00
675.00
184.90
5640.00
101.45
1314.00
122.05
3320.00
24.00
185.35
8985.35
3400.00
475.00
26.25
286.80
225.45
23861.00
4295.00
33.60
29.05
377.20
503.00
146.55
331.95
287.50
586.70
1361.90
1126.00
219.10
283.40
843.00
1985.00
13.34
152.10
3285.00
108.10
488.30
523.00
1740.00
995.00
220.40
185.45
378.75
528.10
198.70
1386.50
284.00
10250.00
86.10
10.85
17568.90
2255.00
1094.05
1300.00
57098.60
2831.05
2235.00
242.05
143.20
547.05
380.00
111.05
3315.00
1463.00
142.50
469.45
6390.00
2602.00
341.20
635.05
375.10
243.25
6057.00
115.50
1030.10
330.80
2611.20
574.05
262.00
1749.65
178.40
1058.70
3213.60
7270.00
1940.25
841.60
210.25
450.20
5435.00
831.00
1019.20
1285.00
6461.40
3074.00
826.00
164.00
422.85
7175.00
580.60
648.05
1296.05
366.00
22188.00
492.00
875.00
1730.05

92.90
191.50
962.45
329.15
675.85
187.10
5724.65
101.70
1317.10
124.55
3338.90
24.15
187.30
9092.20
3422.40
480.05
26.35
287.60
228.00
23896.65
4319.10
34.00
29.15
380.60
505.55
150.35
336.30
288.50
590.85
1370.35
1130.70
220.10
283.90
844.80
1997.10
13.43
156.30
3299.70
110.30
493.55
534.15
1750.80
1001.70
222.60
185.95
382.70
536.25
202.30
1390.30
285.45
10287.00
87.20
10.95
17687.90
2271.55
1097.60
1310.20
57205.35
2874.80
2240.50
244.55
144.85
548.80
384.45
112.85
3322.60
1467.30
144.90
473.20
6415.85
2635.60
345.15
643.85
377.30
245.10
6171.35
116.20
1039.25
332.50
2622.75
575.25
265.80
1765.15
180.50
1077.85
3239.00
7340.80
1948.75
857.35
214.55
453.30
5469.30
838.10
1032.35
1293.15
6481.50
3189.00
828.85
164.80
433.05
7183.75
584.55
655.35
1318.00
366.25
22231.00
493.50
886.05
1749.20
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China defends blocking Azhar terror listing
... says it will help in finding lasting solution
PTI n BEIJING

hina on Thursday defended its fourth “technical
hold” on the designation of
Pakistan-based JeM chief
Masood Azhar as a global
terrorist, saying the move
would give it time for a “thorough and in-depth assessment” of the case and help the
parties concerned to engage in
more talks to find a “lasting
solution” acceptable to all.The
proposal to designate Azhar
under the 1267 Al Qaeda
Sanctions Committee of the
UN Security Council was
moved by France, the UK and
the US on February 27, days
after a suicide bomber of the
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM)
killed 40 CRPF soldiers in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Pulwama, leading to a flare-up
in tensions between India and
Pakistan.
The Al Qaeda Sanctions
Committee members had 10
working days to raise any
objections to the proposal.
Just before the deadline ended,
China put a “technical hold”
on the proposal seeking “more
time to examine” it. The proposal was the fourth such bid
at the UN in the last 10 years
to list Azhar as a global terrorist. Asked why China once
again resorted to block the

C

File photo of Masood Azhar in Pak
during some event.

move, Foreign Ministr y
spokesman Lu Kang told a
media briefing here that
Beijing’s decision is in line
with the rules of the committee. China “sincerely hopes
that relevant action taken by
this committee will help relevant countries to engage in
dialogue and consultation and
prevent adding more complicated factors into regional
peace and stability,” he said.
“As to the technical hold at
the 1267 Committee our
action is to make sure that the
committee will have enough

time to study the matter so
that the relevant sides will have
time for dialogue and consultation,” Lu said. “Only a solution that is acceptable to all
sides could fundamentally
provide a chance for a lasting
solution to the issue. China is
ready to communicate and
coordinate with all sides
including India to properly
handle this issue,” he said.
The Security Council 1267
Committee has clear standards on the procedures of
designating terrorist organisations and individuals, Lu

said. “China conducts thorough and in-depth assessment
of these applications and we
still need more time, so that is
why we put forward the technical hold,” he said. India
Wednesday expressed disappointment soon after China
put a technical hold on designating Azhar. The External
Affairs Ministry in New Delhi
said India will continue to pursue all available avenues to
ensure that leaders of terror
groups involved in heinous
attacks on Indian citizens are
brought to justice.

“This has prevented action
by the international community to designate the leader of
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM), a
proscribed and active terrorist organization which has
claimed responsibility for the
terrorist attack in Jammu and
Kashmir on February 14,” the
MEA said.Without naming
China, it said the UN’s 1267
Sanctions Committee was not
able to come to a decision on
the proposal for listing Azhar
on account of a member placing the proposal on hold.
To another question on
the Wuhan summit between
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Chinese President
Xi Jinping last year to improve
the bilateral relations, Lu said,
“Xi and Modi met four times.
Particularly Wuhan summit
made great progress. China is
full of sincerity and ready to
work with India to build on
the consensus of our leaders
for greater progress in the
bilateral relations.”
On the Kashmir issue, Lu
said China’s position on it is
clear and consistent. “This is
an issue that is left over
between India and Pakistan.
We hope that the two sides will
engage in friendly dialogue
consultation and solve this
issue and other related issues,”
he said.

Trump: Not rushing to have
trade deal with China
PTI n WASHINGTON

he United States is not in a
rush to enter into a trade deal
T
with China, the negotiations for
which has been undergoing
since December last year, US
President Donald Trump said. At
the same time, talks with the
Chinese on a bilateral trade deal
has been going on quite well,
Trump said, amid reports that
Chinese President Xi Jinping has
postponed his trip to the US
president’s Mar-a-Lago resort
in Florida later this month.“I
think things are going along very
well. We’ll just see what the date
is. I’m in no rush. I want the deal
to be right, much more importantly. Somebody said I’m in a
rush. I’m not in a rush at all,”
Trump told reporters at the
White House.
“Right now, we’re getting billions and billions of dollars of tariffs paid into our coffers. I am not
in a rush whatsoever. It’s got to
be the right deal, and it’s got to
be a good deal for us. And if it’s
not, we’re not going to make that
deal. But I will say that deal is
going along very nicely,” Trump
said.
Responding to a question,
Trump said his Chinese counterpart does not end up in what
he did in Hanoi last month when
he walked out of his summit
meeting with North Korean
leader Kim Jong-un because the

deal on the table was not in the
best interest of the US.
“I think President Xi saw
that I’m somebody that believes
in walking when a deal is not
done. And, you know, there’s
always a chance it could happen,
and he probably wouldn’t want
that. That could be a reason,”
Trump said when asked about
the cancellation of his proposed
summit with Xi in Mar-a-Lago.
“But we can do it either way.
We can have the deal completed and come and sign, or we can
get the deal almost completed
and negotiate some of the final
points. I would prefer that, but
it doesn’t matter that much,” he
said.Trump said the US economy is doing very good, but that
is not the case with China. “Our
country is doing great. China
would like to make a deal and
we’d like to make a deal. We’ll

see. We have a very good relationship. I have a very good relationship with President Xi. We’re
going to see what happens,” he
said.
“But it’s an exciting time in
terms of trade. We just made a
deal with Mexico, Canada. We
just made a deal with South
Korea. We have other deals that
we have cooking,” he said.
Trump reiterated the US
was being taken advantage of by
everybody. “What was happening to our country on trade was
a horrible thing; that this wasn’t
done years ago. And I’m not talking about the Obama administration. I’m talking about that
and plenty of other administrations before it. That they could
have allowed this to happen —
we lost, over the last number of
years, almost USD 800 billion a
year on trade.

Indians to benefit as UK lifts cap on PhD-level work visas US Senate confirms
PTI n LONDON

ndians are among the largest
group of professionals set to
Ibenefit
from a new UK government plan to remove any limit on
the number of PhD-level work
visas to be granted. UK
Chancellor Philip Hammond
announced on Wednesday in a
Budget update, referred to as the
annual Spring Statement, that
from later this year all such
highly-qualified roles will be
exempt from any cap on the
numbers that can apply and
come to work in Britain.
“[A] key pillar of our plan is
backing Britain to remain at the
forefront of the technology revolution that is transforming our
economy. And to support that
ambition, from this Autumn we
will completely exempt PhD-level
roles from the visa caps,”

Hammond said in his speech in
the House of Commons.
“From Autumn 2019, PhDlevel occupations will be exempt
from the Tier 2 (General) cap,
and at the same time the government will update the immigration rules on 180-day absences
so that researchers conducting
fieldwork overseas are not
penalised if they apply to settle in
the UK,” he added in his statement.
According to the most recent
UK Home Office data, Indians
form the largest chunk of highly-skilled professionals within
the Tier 2 (General) category of
work visas, accounting for 54 per
cent of all such visas granted in
2018. Indian nationals also
marked the largest increase in the
grant of Tier 2 visas last year, up
by 6 per cent at 3,023 more visas
compared to the previous year.

The UK government’s latest
PhD-level visa exemption was
welcomed by UK universities,
who are key employers of international researchers. “This is
fantastic news for Indian
researchers who would like to
work in the UK, and for UK universities – who thrive on bringing together a diversity of brilliant

minds from around the world,”
said Vivienne Stern, Director of
Universities UK International, the
main representative body for
UK higher education institutions.
“Many of the UK’s leading
researchers, in fields ranging
from biomechanics to gender
politics, come from India.

Outside of Europe, India is the
third-largest country of origin for
academic staff in the UK,” she
said.
Universities
UK
International said that despite
making up only 0.9 per cent of
the global population, the UK is
responsible for 15.9 per cent of
the world’s most highly-cited
research articles. “The achievements are made possibly as a
result of the international community of researchers that work
at and with UK institutions,”
Stern said.
The new announcement
comes soon after doctors and
nurses were removed from the
cap to address shortages in the
state-funded National Health
Service (NHS) last year.
Currently, only a limited number
of visas are issued every year
under the Tier 2 skilled worker

section of the visa system. The
government’s latest announcement is seen as the first step
towards the complete removal of
a cap on visas for skilled workers in 2021, when a new immigration system comes into force.
“We already issue more
skilled worker visas to Indian
nationals than to the rest of the
world combined, and I am
delighted to see many Indian students coming to study at our
world-class universities,” UK
immigration minister Caroline
Nokes had said following a
Migration Dialogue with Indian
government officials in January
this year.
“Under the new system,
operating from 2021, we will
always be open to the brightest
and best from India, who wish to
come to live and work in the UK,”
she said.

Vietnam woman in
Bail set at USD 1 million for US actress
N Korea murder case implicated in bribery scandal
has release bid rejected U
PTI n LOS ANGELES

Shah Alam (AFP): A
Vietnamese woman charged
with assassinating the North
Korean leader’s half-brother
lost her bid for immediate
release Thursday as Malaysian
authorities refused to drop a
murder charge, days after her
Indonesian co-accused was
freed. “In reference to the
representation submitted on
March 11 to the honourable
attorney-general, we got an
order to proceed with the
case,” lead prosecutor
Muhammad Iskandar Ahmad
told the High Court in Shah
Alam, outside Kuala Lumpur.
Doan Thi Huong, 30, has
been on trial for a year and a
half over the 2017 assassination of Kim Jong Nam at
Kuala Lumpur airport that
shocked the world.
She sobbed in the dock as
the news was announced, and
tearfully told reporters: “I am
not angry that Siti has been
freed. Only God knows that
we did not commit the murder. “I want my family to pray
for me.” The Indonesian
woman accused alongside her
— Siti Aisyah — was unex-

pectedly released Monday
after prosecutors withdrew
the murder charge against her.
They did not offer any
explanation but it followed
intense lobbying from the
Indonesian government.
Judge Azmi Ariffin said
Huong was not “physically
and mentally” well enough to
continue with the trial on
Thursday, and adjourned proceedings until April 1.
Vietnamese ambassador to
Malaysia, Le Quy Quynh, told
AFP at the court: “I’m very disappointed that the court did
not free Doan.
“We will request Malaysia
to be fair and to release her as
soon as possible.”

S actress Lori Loughlin
appeared in federal court
in downtown Los Angeles in
connection with a massive college admissions scam involving
other celebrities and top industry CEOs. Bail for the “Full
House” star was set at USD 1
million, the same amount as for
her husband, designer
Mossimo Giannulli, who has
also been charged in the case.
The couple, who are to
appear in federal court in
Boston on March 29, allegedly paid USD 500,000 in bribes
to ensure their two daughters
were recruited to the University
of Southern California rowing
team even though the pair did
not participate in crew.
Loughlin, 54, surrendered to
FBI agents early Wednesday
after
returning
from
Vancouver, where she was filming.
Judge Steve Kim told the
star in setting her bail that she
would still be allowed to travel for work as long as the court
was made aware of her plans.
The couple were among 50
people indicted on Tuesday in
a scam to help children of the
American elite gain entry into
top US colleges. “Desperate

Housewives” star Felicity
Huffman, who has also been
implicated in the scandal, was
arrested by FBI agents at her
home on Tuesday and later
released on bail.
The 56-year-old actress
and her husband William H
Macy, the star of Showtime’s hit
series “Shameless,” allegedly
paid USD 15,000 for their
eldest daughter to perform
well on a college entrance
exam. Macy was mentioned in
the case but has not been
charged. The ringleader behind
the scam, William “Rick”
Singer, who authorities say was
paid about USD 25 million dollars to bribe coaches and university administrators, has
pleaded guilty and is cooper-

ating with authorities.
Some of the universities
targeted in the elaborate cheating scam include Yale, Stanford,
UCLA and Georgetown. None
of the schools or the students
has been charged in the case.
According to prosecutors, the
accused parents paid a firm run
by Singer as much as USD 6
million to cheat on college
entrance exams for their children or to bribe coaches to help
non-athletic students get scholarships. Others ensnared in the
scandal include Gordon
Caplan, co-chairman of New
York law firm Willkie Farr &
Gallagher, who allegedly paid
USD 75,000 to have his daughter’s test grades fixed.
Also charged is William
McGlashan, an executive at
the investment group TPG
Capital who specialized in
technology investments. He
allegedly paid hundreds of
thousands of dollars to ensure
his son got into the University
of Southern California as a student athlete.
The scandal has lit up
social media, with many poking fun and expressing anger at
the wealthy parents indicted —
notably Loughlin and Huffman
— as well as their

Green tea may cut obesity risk, other health disorders
Washington (PTI): Green tea
may reduce the risk of obesity
and a number of inflammatory
biomarkers linked with poor
health, a study conducted in
mice suggests. Mice fed a diet of
two per cent green tea extract
fared far better than those that ate
a diet without it, according to the
study published in the Journal of
Nutritional Biochemistry.
The finding has prompted
an upcoming study of green tea’s
potential benefits in people at
high risk of diabetes and heart
disease. The benefits seen in the
study appear to stem from
improved gut health, including
more beneficial microbes in the
intestines of the mice and less
permeability in the intestinal wall

— a condition typically called
“leaky gut” in people. “This
study provides evidence that
green tea encourages the growth

of good gut bacteria, and that
leads to a series of benefits that
significantly lower the risk of
obesity,” said Richard Bruno,

the study’s lead author and a professor at The Ohio State
University in the US. Negative
changes in the gut microbiome
have been previously linked to
obesity, and green tea has been
shown to promote healthy bacteria.
The team wanted to explore
whether there was an argument
for green tea preventing obesity,
inflammation and other factors
connected to poor metabolic
health, Bruno said in a statement.
The results of studies looking at
obesity management so far have
been a real mixed bag. “Some
seem to support green tea for
weight loss, but a lot of other
research has shown no effect,
likely due to the complexity of

the diet relative to a number of
lifestyle factors. Our goal is to figure out how it prevents weight
gain,” Bruno said.
“This will lead to better
health recommendations,” he
added. Green tea has a rich history in Asian countries and has
been increasingly embraced in
the West, in part for its potential
health benefits.
Catechins, anti-inflammatory polyphenols found in green
tea, have been linked to anti-cancer activity and lower risk of
heart and liver disease. The
researchers devised an experiment that examined green tea’s
effects in male mice fed a normal
diet and a high-fat diet designed
to cause obesity.

children.“CAPTION THIS: ‘It’s
ok honey. We’ll get you in a college close to your mom’s prison
so you can visit,” one Twitter
user said in response to a picture Huffman had posted on
Sunday of her daughter sitting
on Macy’s lap and hugging
him.
Ben Dreyfuss, the son of
veteran actor Richard Dreyfuss,
quipped: “I got into college the
old fashioned way: by letting
my father’s celebrity speak for
itself.” Another Twitter user
said:
“So what I’ve learned
from #CollegeCheatingScandal
is that rich kids are so stupid
that they can’t get into colleges
without cheating.” Olivia Jade
Giannulli, one of Loughlin’s
daughters, disabled comments
on her Instagram posts on
Wednesday after some of her
1.3 million followers lashed out
against her.
“Please do a video for how
you prepared for the SATs,”
read one comment.
Another berated the young
woman, who posted a video
blog last year in which she said
she didn’t care about school, for
stealing a college spot from
“another deserving student
(who probably actually
rows!!)...”

Neomi Rao for powerful
federal judgeship
PTI n WASHINGTON

eomi Rao, a prominent
Indian-American lawyer
N
has been confirmed for a powerful federal judgeship by the
US Senate after she came under
scrutiny for her past writings on
sexual assaults. Rao, 45, was
confirmed for the DC Circuit
Court of Appeals, one of the
most powerful benches in the
country, by 53-46 votes on
Wednesday in the Senate, which
was basically on party lines.
She will replace controversial Brett Kavanaugh who
endured a bitter confirmation
battle last year after US
President Donald Trump
named him to the US Supreme
Court. Rao currently serves as
the Administrator of the Office
of Information and Regulatory
Affairs (OIRA) of the Office of
Management and Budget. In
this capacity she played a key
role in regulatory reform.
Her confirmation came
amidst stiff resistance from the
Opposition Democratic lawmakers and even some
Republicans. There was a
nationwide campaign against
Rao by rights groups for her
previous position on sexual
assault and minorities.Rao
faced fierce questioning not
just for her work in the Trump
administration but for commentary she wrote decades ago
as a Yale University student suggesting women should change
their behaviour to avoid date
rape. Rao apologised last month
for her previous writing.
The Republicans enjoy
majority in the 100-member US
Senate. After being sworn in,
she would be the second
Indian-American on this court,
which is considered only next
to the US Supreme Court.
“This nominee is yet another of the president’s excellent
choices to serve as a federal
judge,” Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell said of Rao.
He said during her confirmation hearing, she “demonstrated a commitment to maintaining the public trust and uphold-

ing the rule of law.”
Meanwhile, opposition
Democratic party said Rao did
not deserve to be confirmed.“A
vote for Neomi Rao is a vote for
a judge who blamed survivors
of sexual assaults for being
attacked. It is a vote for a judge
who claimed sexual orientation
is a ‘behavior’ that can be
changed,” said Democratic
National Committee’s Women’s
Media Director Elizabeth
Renda and LGBTQ Media
Director Lucas Acosta.
Prior to her service as
OIRA Administrator, Rao was
a professor of structural constitutional law, administrative
law, and legislation and statutory interpretation at the
Antonin Scalia Law School at
George Mason University.She
founded the Law School’s
Center for the Study of the
Administrative State and
focused her scholarship on the
political and constitutional
accountability of administrative
agencies and the role of
Congress. She has served in all
three branches of government
including Associate Counsel
and Special Assistant to
President George W Bush.
She also served as counsel
to the Senate Committee on the
Judiciary, where she was
responsible for judicial nominations and constitutional law
issues.In between government
service, Rao practiced in the
London office of Clifford
Chance LLP, specialising in
international law and commercial arbitration.

GLOBE TROTTING

Selena Gomez is ‘nervous’
about her new album

New York: Selena Gomez has confirmed that a new album is in
the works, but she's a little "nervous" about it.The 26-year-old
singer has been spotted at the studio multiple times in recent
months, fueling speculation that an album might be dropping soon. Amid the chatter, Gomez took to Instagram Live
this week to give her fans an update on her new music."I'm
currently in the studio right now," she shared. "It's going
really good." Gomez went on to admit, "I'm just nervous
about it, honestly, because I feel like the next few choices
that I'm gonna make are very crucial. So, I'm trying to be
really, really diligent and just patient with everything."While
an album release date is still unknown, Gomez has been featured on two new songs recently.In late January, Gomez's collab with Julia Michaels was released. The duo teamed up on
the track "Anxiety," off of Michaels' new EP, Inner Monologue
Part I.A month later, Gomez, Benny Blanco, Tainy and J Balvin
dropped their new song, "I Can't Get Enough."
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Lanba: China’s presence in Indian India, US seek irreversible
action by Pak against terrorists
Ocean is a challenge for India
PTI n LONDON

hina’s growing presence in
the northern part of the
Indian Ocean is a challenge for
Indiabut New Delhi is keeping
a close eye on the deployment
of Chinese ships and submarines in the region, Navy
chief Admiral Sunil Lanba has
said. Admiral Lanba, who is
on a four-day visit to Britain,
also said that no nation has
invested as much as China in
shipbuilding. The growing
presence of the Chinese navy in
the Indian Ocean where it
already acquired a logistic base
at Djibouti has aroused concerns in India besides acquisition of the Hambantota port in
Sri Lanka on a 99-year lease.
China has maritime disputes in the East China Sea
with Japan and, stakes claim on
90 per cent of the South China
Sea, where Vietnam, the
Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei
and Taiwan have counter
claims. “No nation has invested as much as China in shipbuilding. It is a challenge; we
keep a close eye on their presence and deployments... it is
here to stay,” he said during a
conversation at the Institute of
Strategic Studies here on
Wednesday. Admiral Lanba

C

described China’s growing
presence in the Indian Ocean
as a challenge on which India
is keeping a close eye. He
referred to the presence of an
estimated six to eight Chinese
naval ships in the northern part
of the Indian Ocean at any
given time as well as submarines. Admiral Lanba, during a discussion on ‘Martime
strategy and its contribution to
the Indo-Pacific and global
commons’, said India sees “no
post-Brexit challenges” but only
opportunities for greater synergies with the UK in naval
cooperation. “Over the years,
our multi-faceted bilateral relations have grown from strength
to strength to a sustained and
mutually beneficial friendship.
We have a common perspective

on maritime challenges and
agree to developing a cooperative framework to face them,”
Lanba said. “The maritime
bonds between our two countries have been further cemented to a deepening defence
cooperation. Konkan, the bilateral naval exercise, is the cornerstone of our maritime cooperation and the UK has been a
preferred port of call whenever we operate in the northern
Atlantic,” he said, adding that
one of India’s ships will head to
the UK later this year to participate in the Konkan 19 exercise.
First Sea Lord and Chief of
Naval Staff Admiral Sir Philip
Jones hailed the leadership role
played by the Royal Navy
alongside the Indian Navy.

“There are obvious similarities
between our two navies - a
shared outlook, common goals,
very clear intentions for the
future, reflected in ambitious
shipbuilding programmes and
maritime innovation programmes.
“Britain and India are
both in the list of top 10
economies and those powerful
economies are built on a
bedrock of global maritime
trade,” he said. Lanba will also
hold talks with the UK Chief of
Defence Staff as well as visit the
Naval Base in Portsmouth for
a tour of the HMS Queen
Elizabeth carrier as part of the
India-UK Carrier Capability
Partnership. Britain is likely to
exit the 28-member European
Union (EU) on March 29 following a referendum in favour
of Brexit by nearly 52 per cent
to 48 per cent in June 2016.
However, the process has
not been smooth with embattled Prime Minister Theresa
May suffering yet another
crushing Parliament defeat over
Brexit when MPs overwhelmingly rejected her plan to quit
the EU, plunging the country
into a further period of political uncertainty just 17 days
before its divorce from the
bloc.

PTI n WASHINGTON

he US and India have asked
Pakistan to take “tangible
T
and irreversible action” against
terrorist groups on its soil and
deny safe haven to them to
launch cross-border attacks, as
Washington reiterated its firm
support to New Delhi in the
fight against terrorism. The US’
support to India was expressed
by America’s National Security
Advisor John Bolton during a
meeting with Foreign Secretary
Vijay Gokhale on Wednesday.
“Met with Indian FS
Gokhale to advance progress on
the US-India strategic partnership & our shared vision for the
Indo-Pacific, as well as reiterate
that the US stands shoulder-toshoulder with India in the fight
against terrorism,” Bolton said
in a tweet. Post the February 14
Pulwama attack by Pakistanbased Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) that left 40 CRPF personnel dead, Bolton and US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
have emerged as strong supporters of the India-US relationship.
“Both (Gokhale and
Bolton) underlined the importance of Pakistan taking tangible and irreversible action
against terrorist groups based in
territories under its control and

National Security Advisor John Bolton

denial of safe haven for these
groups to launch cross -border
attacks,” the Indian Embassy
said in a readout of the meeting.
The US support came on the
day when China for the fourth
time blocked a bid to get
Pakistan-based JeM chief
Masood Azhar designated as a
global terrorist by the UN
Security Council.
China put a technical hold
on the move by the US, the UK
and France, seeking “more time
to examine” the proposal, a
diplomat at the United Nations
has told PTI. A day after the
Pulwama attack, Bolton had
told his Indian counterpart Ajit
Doval that the US supports
India’s right to self-defence as
tensions escalated with Pakistan.
On February 26, India carried out air strike on the biggest
JeM training camp deep inside

Pakistan in a “preemptive” raid.
A day later, Pakistani jets violated Indian air space and
downed a MiG-21 Bison.
Pakistan captured the MiG pilot
but returned him soon under
international pressure. On
Monday, after Gokhale met
Pompeo, Bolton tweeted he
had spoken to Pakistan Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi to “encourage meaningful steps against the JeM and
other terrorist groups operating
from Pakistan.”
Other issues discussed during the Indian foreign secretary’s
meeting on Wednesday included Afghanistan and bilateral
matters. Gokhale also met chairman and ranking member of
the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee and leaders of the
House Foreign Affairs and
Armed Services Committees.

Afghans probe US mistaken ‘Taliban, Pak govt must come clean on
airstrike of Afghan army base scale of their destructive relationship’
PTI n WASHINGTON

AP n KABUL

uthorities are investigating an
errant US bombing of an
Afghan military base in the country’s south that killed at least five
Afghan troops, a lawmaker said
Thursday. The soldiers were killed
by friendly fire Wednesday in
what was supposed to be a precision airstrike by US forces supporting Afghan soldiers battling
insurgents near the city of Tarin
Kot in Uruzgan province., The
Defense Ministry earlier said the
fatalities were the result of a miscommunication between Afghan
troops on the ground and forces
in the air, without providing
details. Lawmaker Obaidullah
Barikzai from Uruzgan province
told The Associated Press that
Afghan soldiers inside the base in
Tarin Kot believed a darkened
convoy approaching the base was
the Taliban — not US and Afghan
forces — and opened fire, invoking a blistering retaliation. The
Taliban often travel in convoys
with no vehicle lights on, Barikzai
said.
A US airstrike was called in
to aid the under-fire convoy, he
added. It hit the Afghan army
base, barely 4 kilometers from the
governor’s house and the shootout
continued for hours as residents

he issue of Pakistan Army’s
support to the Taliban and
T
other terror groups should be

A

hunkered inside their homes.
The U.S. military said
Wednesday it responded to
incoming fire on Afghan and US
forces on the ground and attempted to come to their defense by
conducting a precision airstrike.
“We are operating in a complex
environment where enemy fighters do not wear uniforms and use
stolen military vehicles to attack
government forces,” said the US
mission spokesman Bob
Purtiman. Barikzai said many of
the wounded in the deadly incident were in critical condition but
did not provide details. In other
developments, the Taliban
slammed the US State
Department’s 2018 human rights
report, released Wednesday for
singling out the Taliban for attacks

against civilians. The report also
took note of what it said were
extrajudicial killings by Afghan
security forces as well as the
Kabul government’s rampant corruption.“The US is an occupier
country directly involved in
crimes against humanity,” said
Taliban spokesman Zabihullah
Mujahid.
“The show of concern and
sadness about human rights by
such a criminal state is preposterous and comical.” Despite
intensified negotiations between
the US and the Taliban to end the
17-year was in Afghanistan, the
insurgents have been carrying out
near-daily attacks across the country, mainly targeting the government and security forces and causing staggering casualties.

included in the Afghan peace
talks and they must come clean
on the scope and scale of their
destructive relationship, a top
Afghan leader has said. Earlier
this month, a high-powered
American delegation led by
Special US Representative for
Afghanistan Reconciliation
Zalmay Mamozy Khalilzad
held marathon meetings in
Doha, Qatar with a high-level
Taliban team led by Mullah
Abdul Ghani Baradar. The
talks have been going on for
several days to finalise a draft
agreement on a potential foreign troop withdrawal from
Afghanistan and to end the 17year war in the country. The US
and others have long complained that Pakistan provides
a safe haven to militant networks, allowing them to carry
out cross-border attacks in
Afghanistan.
“There is a pan Afghan
demand that the issue of the
sanctuaries in Pakistan and
the support by the Pakistan
Army for the Taliban and other
terrorist groups... be included
in the agenda (of peace talks),”

former interior minister of
Afghanistan Amrullah Saleh
told a Washington audience.
“The Taliban and Pakistan
government must come clean
on the scope and scale of their
destructive relationship. All
dark layers of this bloody conflict which has left deep scars
in the body and the psyche of
our nation has to be addressed
and our allies must stand on
our side in honour of our continued sacrifices so we discuss
these matters ourselves,” he
said in his address to the
Hudson Institute think-tank.
The prepared remarks of
Saleh was read by Husain
Haqqani, the former Pakistan
ambassador to the US, as he
could not come to the US due
to some last-minute issues.
“We understand that the US
has initiated direct talks with
the Taliban and Khalilzad
tweeted after sixteen days of
secret talks in Doha that he has
reached an agreement with the
Taliban on a draft agreement.
Did the Taliban also represent
global terrorism in the talks?
We don’t know,” he said.
Saleh, who was country’s
interior minister from
December 2018 – January 19,
said that there is no substitute
and alternative to the direct

talks between the Afghan
Government and the Taliban.
Without direct participation of the Afghan state negotiation will not only be counterproductive but also in violation of all the UNSC resolutions, Saleh said. The era of
Taliban regime was an era of
ungoverned Afghanistan dark
and inaccessible, he said adding
that the territory they control
today is nothing different from
the 90s and the harsh rules they
enforce has not changed.
“We therefore appeal to
the world community not to
undermine our collective
achievements and thus not
give un-needed and un-necessary elevation to a terrorist
group which has done nothing
to prove itself otherwise,” Saleh
said. Meanwhile, Afghanistan
has slammed the Trump
administration for holding
direct talks with the Taliban
and described it as “surrender
discussion” with the terror outfit and warned that such an
effort would not result in peace
in this war-torn country. In a
hard-hitting speech at the
think-tank, the Afghan
National Security Advisor
Hamdullah Mohib cautioned
the US not to take its relationship with Afghanistan for

granted as he completely
opposed the ongoing direct
talks.
“It is not a fixed partnership. It is open to review and
should be reviewed as contexts
change,” he said, adding that
there is a much better and less
expensive way to withdraw
troops from Afghanistan, if
that is the objective, rather than
surrendering before a terrorist
outfit like the Taliban for that
purpose.
Mohib warned the United
States that peace in Afghanistan
will not emerge out of any
back-door deal between the
Taliban and any entity that is
not the Afghan government.
“The Afghan government is the
only legitimately elected representative of the Afghan people and there is no substitute
for that,” he said.
“We will continue to
defend our democratic gains
whether the US forces stay or
withdraw from Afghanistan.
And we will not seek a replacement should the United States
choose to withdraw. We believe
that as long as the threat of terrorism remains a global one,
Afghanistan will remain an
important ally, and that is not
bound to change even if peace
with the Taliban is achieved,”

India, US
agree to build
six nuclear
power plants
Washington (PTI): The US has
agreed to build six atomic
power plants in India to
strengthen bilateral security
and civil nuclear cooperation
and expressed its strong support to India’s early membership in the NSG. The two
countries said this in a joint
statement issued at the conclusion of the 9th round of
India-US Strategic Security
Dialogue, co-chaired by
Foreign Secretar y Vijay
Gokhale
and
Andrea
Thompson, the US under secretary of state for arms control
and international security, on
Wednesday.“They committed
to strengthen bilateral security and civil nuclear cooperation, including the establishment of six US nuclear power
plants in India,” the joint statement said, without giving
details of the sites.
India and the US signed a
historic agreement to cooperate in civil nuclear energy sector in October 2008. The deal
gave a fillip to bilateral ties,
which have been on an
upswing since.A major aspect
of the deal was the Nuclear
Suppliers Group (NSG), that
gave a special waiver to India
enabling it to sign cooperation
agreements with a dozen countries.
Post-waiver, India signed
civil nuclear cooperation agreements with the US, France,
Russia, Canada, Argentina,
Australia, Sri Lanka, the UK,
Japan, Vietnam, Bangladesh,
Kazakhstan and South Korea.
On Wednesday, the United
States also reaffirmed its strong
support to India’s early membership in the 48-member the
NSG. China has blocked India’s
pending membership to the
elite grouping that seeks to prevent proliferation of nuclear
weapons.
During the meeting, the
two sides exchanged views on
a wide range of global security and non-proliferation challenges and reaffirmed their
commitment to work together
to prevent the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction
and their delivery systems and
to deny access to such weapons
by terrorists and non-state
actors.
On March 12, Indra Mani
Pandey, India’s additional secretary for disarmament and
international security affairs,
and Yleem DS Poblete, US
assistant secretary of state for
arms control, verification and
compliance, co-chaired the
third round of India-US Space
Dialogue.
The two delegations discussed trends in space threats;
respective national space priorities; and opportunities for
cooperation bilaterally and in
multilateral fora.

UK MPs set to vote for delay to Brexit Day Life without FB? Social network outage
triggers moans and soul searching
PTI n LONDON

n yet another day of hyper
activity in the House of
Commons, British MPs will
return on Thursday to debate
and then vote on delaying the
March 29 Brexit Day deadline
that was set in motion after the
UK voted to leave the European
Union (EU) in a referendum in
June 2016. The latest vote follows
a decisive rejection by Parliament
on Wednesday night to rule out
leaving the EU without any deal,
in two separate votes.
British Prime Minister
Theresa May soldiered on amid
a further blow to her leadership
and told the Commons that
leaving the 28-member economic bloc without any deal in
place by March 29 remains the
default option unless a new vote
calls for a delay and then the EU
accepts such an extension.
Meanwhile, May will also
make a third attempt to get her
withdrawal agreement passed
through, after it was rejected by
huge margins in two previous
votes – in January and then again
earlier this week.
“If the House finds a way in
the coming days to support a
deal, it would allow the government to seek a short limited technical extension to Article 50 to
provide time to pass the necessary legislation and ratify the
agreement we have reached with
the EU,” May said in her
Commons statement on
Wednesday night.
“But let me be clear, such a
short technical extension is only
likely to be on offer if we have a
deal in place,” she said, in a kind
of ultimatum to MPs to reconsider their stance on voting for

I

her Brexit deal with the “legally
binding” changes to the controversial Irish backstop clause.She
warned that Parliament will
have to accept that, if it is not
willing to support a deal in the
coming days, and as it is not willing to support leaving without a
deal on March 29, then it is suggesting that there will need to be
a much longer extension to
Article 50.
Such an extension would
require the UK to hold European
Parliament elections scheduled
for May, which she dismissed as
not the “right outcome” as it
would put Brexit itself in jeopardy.As things stand, MPs are set
to vote on a government motion
on Thursday evening seeking a
one-off extension of the Article
50 Brexit mechanism until June
30.
Among the amendments to
be considered, the MPs will also
decide whether to have a deal in
place by March 20 so that the
European Council at its meeting
the following day can agree to the
short extension.
However, if May’s deal fails
to clear Parliament for a third
time by next week, the chances
are that the European Council
will demand a much longer
extension in order to work on
alternatives.
The Northern Irish
Democratic Unionist Party
(DUP), which twice refused to
back May’s deal in the Commons
over fears of the backstop dividing Northern Ireland from the
rest of the UK, is due to hold
talks with the government to see
if a solution could be found
allowing its MPs to support the
PM in a future vote.

An anti-Brexit remain in the European Union supporter takes part in a protest outside the Houses of Parliament in London,
Thursday, March 14, 2019. British lawmakers faced another tumultuous day Thursday, as Parliament prepared to vote on whether
to request a delay to the country's scheduled departure from the European Union and Prime Minister Theresa May struggled to
shore up her shattered authority.
AP

EU’s Tusk backs ‘long’ delay
if Britain ‘rethinks’ Brexit
Brussels (AFP): EU leader
Donald Tusk said Thursday
that European capitals could
approve a long delay to Brexit,
in a last-ditch push to persuade
Prime Minister Theresa May to
change her negotiating red
lines. During consultations
ahead of next week’s EU summit, Tusk said he “will appeal
to the EU27 to be open to a
long extension if the UK finds
it necessary to rethink its Brexit
strategy and build consensus

around it.” As president of the
European Council, Tusk will be
the host of the March 21 summit in Brussels that may be
asked to decide whether to
push back Britain’s March 29
departure from the Union.
His tweeted intervention
came as British MPs prepared
the latest in a series of votes on
Brexit, this time on whether to
ask the EU for such an extension of the “Article 50” process.
May’s government has said it

plans to ask for a delay until
June 30 if its parliament eventually votes to approve a draft
withdrawal agreement already
agreed with Europe, but twice
massively rejected by lawmakers. Tusk’s support for a longer
delay may encourage prodivorce MPs fearful that a
Brexit deal wold “trap” London
in the Union, to look again at
May’s proposed deal, which she
insists is the best form of
departure on offer.

San Francisco (AFP): Facebook
grappled Thursday with a widespread outage, forcing millions of
people to taste life without the
world’s largest social media platform.It was probably the last
thing Facebook needed as it
stumbles from problem to problem, including outrage over its
use of customers’ private
data.The outage began
Wednesday afternon and triggered a flood of gripes on downdetector.com, which tracks trouble accessing online pages, and
on rival Twitter.A Downdetector
map late Wednesday showed
Facebook service troubles persisting in parts of Australia,
Asia, Europe, South America and
North America.As of early
Thursday the problem remained
in parts of Europe and Asia,
although moaning from America
and else where kept coming.
“You guys should look in the
mirror at yourselves and hear
how you sound,” a person with
the handle Johanna wrote on
Downdetector around 0745
GMT.
“You make it sound as
if it’s the end of the world just
because you can’t be on
Facebook. Lmfao. Get a real life
instead of a digital one!?!?!?”
Another whose handle is
Palmina D’Allesandro mused
that time without Mark
Zuckerberg’s baby might have
been good for making the real,
human kind.
“Up and running here.....for
now.....But I predict a baby boom
in 9 months, Remember that day
FB went down and people were
forced to notice each other?”, this
person wrote. Some media out-

lets branded the outage as the
biggest in Facebook’s history.
The outage, of unknown origin,
also affected Facebook-owned
Instagram, as well as Messenger,
although Instagram later said it
was back up.
In some cases the apps could
be accessed but would not load
posts or handle missives. The
California firm which has more
than two billion users acknowledged the outage after users
noted on Twitter they could not
access Facebook or had limited
functionality.“We’re aware that
some people are currently having trouble accessing the
Facebook family of apps. We’re
working to resolve the issue as
soon as possible,” a Facebook
statement said on Twitter.
A short time later, Facebook
indicated the outage was not
related to an attack aimed at
overwhelming
the
network.“We’re focused on
working to resolve the issue as
soon as possible, but can confirm
that the issue is not related to a
DDoS attack,” Facebook said.
Distributed denial of service
cyber strikes involve hackers

overwhelming websites with
tidal waves of simultaneous
requests, typically using armies
of computers infected with malicious code.
The social network said
there was no update of the situation as evening arrived in
California.Last November, a
Facebook outage was attributed
to a server problem, and a
September disruption was said to
be the result of “networking
issues.” While the outage continued, The New York Times
reported that US prosecutors
have launched a criminal investigation into the social network’s
practice of sharing users’ data
with companies without letting
them know.
A grand jury in New York
has subpoenaed information
from at least two major smartphone makers about such
arrangements with Facebook,
according to the Times.
Regulators, investigators and
elected officials in the US and
elsewhere in the world have
already been digging into the
data sharing practices of
Facebook.
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kitchen

warrior

As chef JITENDER
KUMAR pays tribute to
the valour of Wing
Commander
Abhinandan Varthaman
by carving out his face
on a watermelon, he
talks about how his
culinary skills are for
him the greatest
modes of expression.
By CHAHAK MITTAL

he nation relieved a sigh of
relief the moment the news of
Wing
C ommander
Abhinandan Varthaman’s
homecoming broke on national television. While artists made sketches and paintings paying a tribute to him,
Twitterati filled the internet with various
hashtags that went viral throughout the
night. He became the toast and hero of
the country overnight.
Well, the celebration of this braveheart’s return from the face of death doesn’t seem to be over yet. As part of the 14th
edition of the Culinary Art India 2019,
Jitender Singh, chef at The Ashok Hotel,
pays tribute to the commander by creating yet another masterpiece.
The chef carved out Abhinandan’s
“iconic” moustache on the watermelon,
along with Jai Hind in Devanagari script,
a couple of army men, Amar Jawan Jyoti
on Pumpkin, MIG 21 on Yam and highest honour of bravery, the Ashok Chakra
on Honeydew Melon. He was awarded
with a silver medal, scoring the highest

T

at the competition.
As the carving has become the talk
of the town, we question him that how
did he come up with such an idea. Well,
for him, the idea behind this creation was
very “simple.” “Whatever happened at the
borders in the last few weeks was very
fresh in our minds. What commander
Abhinandan did for the country is
beyond courage and bravery. Being a
hotelier and a chef, it’s not possible for
me to go to the frontline but I can always
contribute and pay regards with the talent I have. Hence, through this fruit carving, I wanted to pay tribute to the brave
pilot, our Army men and other defence
forces. The carving is a mark of respect
to our soldiers and their sacrifice and
bravery. I wanted to beautifully depict
Abhinandan’s heroism through the skill
I have developed so far. The image was
in my mind and I just wanted to give it
a shape. Nothing could have been better
than this — to pay homage through my
art to our armed forces,” says he.
Winning the competition was never
the motive behind car ving the
Commander’s face for Jitender. He says,
“For me, as a chef, my medium of
expression is food. Through food, we reignite all the five senses of our body. I
chose his face as my medium of expression as I wanted to pay tribute to his valour and at the same time present something that is one of its kind.” For him, this
was a perfect blend and his recipe for success.
The chef apprises us that he has

‘WATERMELON, BEING AN EXCELLENT
SOURCE OF VITAMIN AND A TASTY FRUIT, CAN
BE A GREAT LEARNING TOOL FOR KIDS. IT
ALSO PROVIDES WHAT WE CALL
IN CULINARY TERMINOLOGY — HSP
(HARD, SOFT AND PLUM) MAKING
THE CARVING MORE EFFICIENT’

When food is about story-telling

always had a passion and an inclination
towards creative arts like painting and
sketching. And as he entered the culinary
world, fruit and vegetable carving, he
says, “re-ignited my passion for arts and
I started doing it for plating techniques
at state banquets.”
Even back in my hotel management
days, I used to experiment with various
fruits and vegetables, it has been a long
time but that hasn’t settled the fire in my
belly to learn newer techniques in food
craving and grow in the space.
Fruit carving is one of the oldest traditions followed in Oriental countries like
China, Japan, Thailand and some other
Asian countries in particular. While
fruit carving can also be done on other
fruits such as carrots, papaya, pumpkins,
etc., the chef explain why he chose only
watermelon to carve, “Watermelon carvings appear to be highly attractive on
account of its varied colours and sizes. I
prefer the fruit as my carving centerpiece
because it adds a vibrant colour effect on
the display. The contrasting colours of
melons (three layers) lend a striking effect
to the finished product, making them all
the more appealing.”
He believes that watermelon carving
can be great fun with the kids too. “In
fact, being an excellent source of vitamin
and a tasty fruit, kids can have a great
time learning this art and absorbing the
benefits of it. Lastly, it also provides what
we call in culinary terminology — HSP
(Hard, Soft and Plum) textures that
makes the carving more efficient.”
The chef feels that a culinary carver
turns fruits and vegetables into magnificent shapes and decorative masterpieces. Carved vegetables and fruits
enhance the buffet table, which was initially a Thai art but today has become
globally popular.
This intricate art of fruit carving has
gained a lot of popularity over recent
years, he says, “People are giving great
importance to aesthetics as this paves the
way to a man’s stomach. Sculptured
pieces of fruits simply attract and any
vegetable or fruit can be turned into a
stunning piece of art with imagination.”
He says that the future of culinary
carving is bright as people are becoming
more aware of the “importance of food
presentation. These skills are built for the
masses.” He asks the masses to “Pick up
your knife. It is not important what the
end result is, what matters is that you
tried.”

R E C I P E S

French chef JULIEN ROYER tells SAIMI SATTAR how his travels have led him to explore the diversities of
cuisine in depth and the power that food holds
of the Indian restaurants that
you’ve eaten at? What are
the flavours that you explored
and liked the most?
I particularly love the
bir yani from Bismillah
Biryani in Singapore. It’s the
only dish they serve and in
limited quantities every day.

t’s rightly said, ‘Chefs can
serve as an important
bridge to other cultures.’
As French chef Julien
Royer, co-owner of Odette, a
two Michelin-starred French
restaurant at the National
Gallery, Singapore, comes to
Masters of Marriott, he talks
about how experimenting with
the Indian cuisine, he is all set
to present a five-course modern French meal to the city.

I

What made you take up the
Masters of the Marriott initiative?
What I truly love about it is
that it’s an initiative that celebrates the pursuit of consistent
innovation and excellence as
well as global talent. It has
emerged as a front-runner in
the world of hospitality and
what better than to join forces
with those who are leaders in
the industry. Through this,
chefs and mixologists from
across the globe have the
opportunity to showcase their
craft, learn about a variety of
global cuisines and engage
with culinary enthusiasts from
across India. I chose to associate with them because I resonate with Marriott’s food philosophy that chefs are artists
who are skilled at creating
awe-inspiring gastronomic

experiences.
How does it add to your
learning curve? Since this
will also be your first visit to
the capital, what are you
anticipating?
Travelling to new cities and
countries with different food
cultures is always a learning
experience. I look forward to
visiting Delhi’s hidden gems
and discovering the North
Indian cuisine more closely. I
look forward to interacting
with our guests at the dinner.
How have you experimented
with Indian flavours in your

HADIPPA HARAYALI CHEESE
KEBAB
WHAT YOU NEED
● Chana dal: 1/4 cup
● Ginger (finely-chopped): 2 tsp
● Garlic (finely-chopped):
2 tsp
● Green chilli (finelychopped): 1 tbsp
● Blanched spinach: 1
cup
● Boiled green peas: 1/2
cup
● Grated paneer: 1/2
cup
● Chaat masala: 1 tsp
● Garam masala: 1/4 tsp
● Salt to taste
● Plain flour (dissolved with 1/3 cup
water): 1/2 cup
● Bread crumbs: 3/4 cup
● oil (for deep-frying)
METHOD
● Clean, wash and soak the chana dal
for one hour and drain.
● In a pressure cooker add the chana

kitchen?
For the dinner in Delhi, we are
going to use a lot of Indian
flavours and techniques. I’m
thinking of making a tandoori
lamb, and using ingredients
such as Indian saffron, rose
and lychee for the other dishes.
French chef Michel Bras in
Laguiole is known for instilling in himself a respect for
the integrity of each ingredient and a commitment to
showcasing its brilliant
flavours. How did you incorporate this in your cooking?
I believe that the fundamental

dal, garlic, ginger, green chilies
and ½ cup of water, mix well and
pressure cook for two whistles.
● Allow the steam to escape before
opening the lid. Drain.
● Add the chana dal, green peas,
spinach and blend in a blender
till smooth using ½ tbsp water
if needed.
● Transfer into a bowl and add
the paneer, salt, garam
masala, chaat masala and ¼
cup bread crumbs, mix well.
● Divide the mixture into 12
equal portions and shape each
portion into a 50 mm. (2”) flat
kebabs.
● Dip each kebab into the
prepared flour-water paste and
roll in the remaining bread crumbs.
● Heat the oil in a non-stick kadhai
and deep-fry them till they are
golden brown in colour from both
the sides.
9. Serve hot with tomato ketchup and
mint chutney.
Courtesy: Chef Gajender Singh,
Bokan Cafe & Deck.

pleasures of enjoying a meal
are delivered in the most
thoughtful, welcoming and
hospitable manner. We have
taken time to forge lasting
relationships with some of the
finest boutique producers from
across the globe — including
suppliers from Japan, France
and Australia. I take pride in
offering guests a unique opportunity to taste these exceptional ingredients at their peak. We
celebrate and respect seasonality, terroir as well as the skills
of some of the world’s top boutique producers.
In Singapore, which are some

How and why did you choose
cooking as a profession?
My grandmother Odette has
been one of the greatest influences in my life. Watching my
grandmother cook, I realised
the kind of joy and love one
can demonstrate through food.
The kind of emotions that can
be passed through food was
the impetus for me to start
cooking. I wanted to tell stories
through my food.
Moreover, people want
comfort and good food is
always the best way to put a
smile back on someone’s face.
You were also cooking in the
French West Indies. What
were the learnings along the
way?
The diversity of cuisines and
the power of food.
What are the essentials of
your cooking?
Honesty, terroir, produce and
people.

gorge

W h at
is signature of the
Odette experience?
Odette signifies a celebration of
the people who grow and nurture our produce; those who
cook; the people who serve;
and the ones who entrust us
with the honour of serving
them.
Do you also like to cook at
home? What would a meal at
home cooked by you look like?
Yes I do. And when I cook, I
really cook.
An example of a meal
cooked by me at home would be
starting off with a cold seafood
dish — maybe a nice tartare or
a ceviche, followed by a roasted lamb leg on a bed of potatoes,
punctuated with a big cheese
board and finished with something fresh and sweet. And
maybe a fruit salad.

us

he festival of

Tcolours is

ambar presents the

ZMarathwada Mejwani to

celebrate the vast Marathi
cuisine and offer some
special dishes from the
cuisine, specially
handcrafted by chef Sunita
Rajendra Sanglikar. The
13-day festival is soon
coming to an end, so you
don’t have the time to
wait. Date: Till March 17
Time: 12 pm to 11 pm
Price: `400 plus taxes
Venue: Zambar, Ambience
Mall, Gurugram.

round the corner.
Decode Air Bar is
arranging a party
with their special
Holi menu. Sip
your favourite
cocktails from
pickhkaris and
guzzle down
thandai cocktails
one after the other,
as they are
offering refreshing
thandai mocktail
and cocktail shots.
Date: March 16 Time: 5 pm onwards Price: (Meal for
two) `1,500 plus taxes Venue: Decode Air Bar, SCO 39,
First floor, Sector 29, Gurugram.

s a part of its special

Amenu, Beer House cafe,

lounge bar and pub, is
offering creamy
mushrooms, marinated and
roasted in clay oven with
Indian spices and then
stuffed with broccoli and
cheese filling with some
alluring seasoning. With its
juicy and spicy outer crust,
it has a moist and delicious
filling. Venue: Beer House
Cafe, Indirapuram.

he Great Kabab Factory brings the authentic kebabs from

TLucknow, Punjab, Hyderabad, Awadh, and Peshawar under one

roof. Savour the grilled kebabs like Galouti Kebab, Raan-e-murg,
Lagan ki Chop, Lazeez Paneer Tikka, among others. Date: Till
March 31 Time: 7 pm to 11.30 pm Price: `1,800 (plus taxes)
Venue: The Great Kabab Factory, Radisson Blu, Faridabad.

PEACH KALAKAND
WHAT YOU NEED
● Del Monte peach halves (chopped): 1 cup
● Khoya/ mava: 200 gm
● Milk: 2 ltr plus 2 cups
● Vinegar: 2 tbsp
● Sugar: ¼ cup (increase/decrease as per need)
● Pinch of saffron
● Drop of rose essence
● Cardamom powder: 1 tbsp
● Peach can syrup: ¼ cup
● Few saffron strands and slivered pistachios (to
garnish)
METHOD
● In a pan, add peaches, ¼ cup of sugar, syrup, saffron,
mix and cook for 10 to 15 minutes.
● Add rose essence and mix. It should reach thick
chunky jam consistency.
● In a heavy bottom pan, heat milk on a medium flame.
Stir occasionally to avoid burning. Once milk starts
to boil, reduce the heat to low.
● Gradually add vinegar and stir, milk will start curdling.
Once milk is curdled, take it off the stove and
immediately add ice cubes. Leave it for two to three
minutes.
● Line the strainer with muslin or cheese cloth. Strain
the curdled milk and squeeze the cloth to drain
excess water.
● Wash it under cold running water to remove the
traces of vinegar. This is called chenna.
● Mix khoya, chenna, two cups of milk and place it in
heavy bottom pan, heat the khoya mixture on low
flame. Stir continuously to avoid burning.
● Add sugar, and cook on low flame stirring
continuously till mixture starts leaving the sides of
the pan and forms a dough. Take it off the stove, add
peach mixture, cardamom powder, place in greased
plate or tray, cool and refrigerate.
● Cut them in squares or diamond shape and garnish
with saffron strands, slivered pistachios.
Courtesy: Del Monte
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‘Kareena is my
support system’
Actress KARISMA KAPOOR says
her sister and actress Kareena
Kapoor Khan and she are each
other's biggest support system
and confidante.
Asked if Kareena comes
to her for tips on acing
motherhood,
Karisma said, “Me
and Kareena are very
close. We discuss
everything, including
our kids. We are both
each other's biggest
confidante and support system.”
Which of her films'
remake would she
want Kareena to star
in?
Biwi No.1, replied
Karisma.
She called the 1990s
era as the golden
time for Hindi cinema.
“1990s has some of the biggest
hits in the history of Indian cinema
and has been one of the best eras
in Indian cinema,” she said.

A tribute
to embroidery

Designer RAHUL MISRA’s collection at the
India Fashion Week included fabrics and
techniques, ranging from gossamer tulle,
organza to plush velvets, and traditional aari
work with resham threads to French knots
inspired by pointillism art

‘RRR is a fictional
story set in 1920s preindependent
era. Most of
us are well
aware of the
stories of
Alluri
Seetharama
Raju and
Komaram Bheem. We
know they are popular
freedom fighters and
were fearless. What
most of us don't know
is that there are gaps
in the lives of these
revolutionaries that we
don't know about. We
don't know what
happened in their lives
in these years.’
—S S Rajamouli

mbroidery hold instinctive appeal
for internationally-acclaimed
designer Rahul Mishra. The physicist-turned-artist grew up in the sleepy
village of Malhausi, 83 km from Kanpur
city. What was simply a delightful recreational activity in childhood, became a precious treasure trove of inspiration to deal
with existential philosophies of adulthood
for him. The artistic genesis of life, the spirituality in its pre-ordained symphony, the
role of change in igniting its versatility, they
all began to captivate him.
He feels that his collection for Lotus
Make-up India Fashion Week (LMIFW)
looks back on a decade long journey, which
began with the exploration of an important fact of life — metamorphosis. He says,
“I didn’t consciously intend to make the
concept a brand signature, when I
launched ‘The Butterfly Effect’ back in
2010. Maybe, it has become one now,
because that first exploration was honest, straight from my heart, steeped in
the metamorphosis of the artist from
the physicist.” Since he’s learning
something new with each day, this
metamorphosis is continuous, both
within him and his brand.
“The celebratory collection
would be incomplete without a
tribute to embroidery,” he says.
They have come alive through
intelligent separates. They
have a strong aura of
dynamism in them
because of the interplay
between architectural
silhouettes, vibrant
colours, as well as
prints and motifs
inspired by the
unapologetic,
unbridled
beauty of
nature.
Rahul
has tried his

E

Singer SHAAN feels that filmmaker
Sanjay Leela Bhansali is underrated
as a composer.
Apart from directing, Bhansali has
also given music for
movies such as
Padmaavat and
Bajirao Mastani.
Shaan feels that
Bhansali, for whom
he sang the chartbuster Jab se tere
naina, is equally
good as a composer.
Praising Bhansali, Shaan said,
“People always talk about the
grandiosity of SLB's sets but his
music is equally great. I feel
Sanjay is underrated as a
composer. His music and songs
are just wonderful.”

Kit and Emma to
host SNL
Game of Thrones star KIT
HARINGTON will host Saturday
Night Live on April 6, and actress
Emma Stone will host
it the following week.
His stint arrives just
ahead of the April 14
premiere of the HBO
fantasy drama's
final season,
which will air in
India on Star
World.
Stone will
emcee the April
13 episode,
with BTS performing as well.
This marks the
fourth time that
the Oscar-winning
Stone, who recently
headlined the Netflix
dark comedy
Maniac, will host
SNL. Later this year,
she will star in
Zombieland:
Double Tap.

best to progressively build a craft-based lin- organza petals in shades of blue, appliquéd
eage that empowers the artisan. This lin- onto light fabrics and embellished with
eage, at the heart of his brand DNA, is in Swarovski crystals, form a story in themturn a tribute to the universal DNA that selves of how the flawed perfection of the
has created a kaleidoscopic lineage of thriv- human hand can imitate and imbibe
ing life on this planet. In elevating the arti- divine perfection.”
A private tour of Musee d’Orsay in
sanal spirit and honouring the creative
spark that gives it shape and form he hopes 2016 brought him closer to the surrealist
magic of Van Gogh. His ‘sunflowers’
to pay his dues to the beautiful life.
The designer says that his sacred series reminded him of the flowers growrelationship with metamorphic memories ing wild and free in Malhausi.
He says, “The sweet nostalgia
fuelled the shape-shifting
manifests itself in the
level of embroidery that
‘It took months of diaphanous silk gown from
defined his debut collecarduous research Fall 2017-18, which graced the
tion. Inspired by the
to achieve a
runway yesterday at LMIFW.”
tessellated prints of MC
Many of the looks in this
Escher’s woodcuts, these
refined surface.
collection have never been
changing embroidery
But, the
patterns seem to give hand-embroidered showcased in India.
Rahul says, “They are remthe garment a life of its
organza petals in
iniscent of the 10 Paris Fashion
own. The depiction of
shades of blue,
Week collections, that have
life in motion remains
appliqued onto
given me the privilege of preto tell the tale of the
light fabrics and
senting the best of Indian handhands that made them.
embellished with
icrafts on an international platHe says, “As time
passed, I found that the Swarovski crystals, form. The collection includes a
physicist within me form a story of how range of fabrics and techniques,
from gossamer tulle and organawoke from his deep
the flawed
za to plush velvets; and tradislumber and produced
perfection of the
tional aari work with resham
the 2018 Spectral Forest
human hand can
threads, to French knots
Doppler dress. I metaimitate and
inspired by pointillism art. The
morphosed into a
imbibe divine
idea is to combine Eastern
Father. Growing up, I
perfection’
mysticism with Western meticknew little of the world
ulousness and highlight the overI saw and more of the
world I imagined. I want my daughter, lap, so as to demonstrate that the world
Aarna to develop a fertile imagination too. shares common ideas of timeless intricaI want to teach her how spending time in cy and elegance in fashion.”
With the ‘Rahul Mishra in Retrospect’
nature is the only way out.”
Rahul narrates how once he and essence of this collection, he wishes to
Aarna sat for sketching in a village near share a message which is close to his heart
Nainital. Bold blue hydrangeas of varying — completing a full circle and then
sizes and distinctive tints inspired him to returning to the source is a celebration of
create life-like renditions for the 2019 our roots and a testament to our everevolving aesthetic. As Rumi once said, “Let
Spring/Summer collection.
He says, “It took months of arduous the beauty of what you love be what you
research and development to achieve a do.”
Photo: Pankaj Kumar
refined surface. But, the hand-embroidered

THROWBACK TIME

Actor ALI FAZAL tells AYUSHI SHARMA that
when it comes to talking about an ideal
cinema, realism has to be the spine
ingle-screen theatres today
have become as outdated as
pinball games and tamagotchis.
With the advent of plush multiplexes, their era has long died.
And today’s cinema houses are
tweaked to cater different kinds of
audience at the same time.
Making headway with the
advancement of technology and
digitisation, it suddenly went
missing and could hardly even
come into people’s notice. Actor
Ali Fazal’s forthcoming film,
Milan Talkies is one such film
which he feels is a great tribute to
all those old classics, iconic actors
and single-screen cinema houses.
Ambition, passion, love and
politics is what dominates the
trailer of the film, he explains. Ali
is from Uttar Pradesh in the film
and aspires to be the greatest filmmaker in the country. The trailer
makes it eveident that he will be
seen paying tribute to legends like
Prithviraj Kapoor and Dilip
Kumar from Mughal-e-Azam, and
Amitabh Bachchan from Deewar,
while the film itself is a special
honour to Tigmanshu’s (Dhulia)
passion for filmmaking.
It took nearly four years for
Ali to grab the lead role of the

S

film. He explains why, “I had gone
to congratulate Tigmanshu for
Paan Singh Tomar (2012) and at
that time Milan Talkies was
already the talk of the town.
Then four years later, he called me
for the same film. It was my fate
that it came to me. I just couldn’t
put it down. It was right after
Mirzapur. It’s very special to me
because I am really fond of
Tigmanshu’s style of working. He
teaches you to make a mark as an
individual in the industry. He
knows Bollywood like nobody
else.”
Ali smilingly tells us, “This
film is a simple story, also quirky
in its own way but the romance of
cinema has its own novelty.”
Ali has experienced working
in both the industries, Bollywood
as well as Hollywood. The Victoria
and Abdul actor says that there’s
a huge difference of cultures
between both. “When I am doing
a film like Victoria... I am different in my approach, but here, in
Bollywood, our celebrations are
loud. We express emotions in a
way that no one can. But if we talk
about the similarity, I think both
the industries are working on particular themes. For them, it is

heavier on super hero films, and for
us, it is the theme of realism which is
making a good amount.”
Ali feels that it’s the need of the
hour to work on more good content
when it comes to evolution of cinema.
He says, “With digital platforms like
Netflix and Amazon, you are already
competing on a global level. You cannot send in garbage, it won’t work. So
we have to strengthen the quality — in
terms of content.”
He feels that we have had great cinema in the 1960s and 70s, but somewhere post that, “we went down. Then
we tried to come up again and here we
are now. Because of the competition
level, in the idea of cinema, realism has
to be the spine. The reception of web
shows is growing larger than films now.
This must make one wonder why not
films at the same level? We have the
potential, the writers, directors, and stories — the major reason that the tales
are coming from our own heartland.”
Ali will soon be working with
actors Sanjay Dutt and Manisha
Koirala in a remake of a Telugu
political thriller, Prasthanam. He
says, “Sometimes a story hits you and
this is the reason of remaking the film.
We are all in the same country and
sometimes a regional film might
have a really good story that might
connect well with someone elsewhere. So why not remake a regional film? There’s a justification for
everything.”
(The film is slated to release on
March 15.)
Photo: Pankaj Kumar

The fight
is over
fter being banned for eight
months by the censor board, No
A
Fathers in Kashmir will finally be
released across the country.
The film made headlines earlier this week when it finally got justice and the U/A certificate that it
had been fighting for all these
months.
The film is directed by Ashvin
Kumar, who has previously been
nominated for an Oscar for his
short film, Little Terrorist, and has
won two National awards for his eye
opening films on Kashmir —
Inshallah Football and Inshallah
Kashmir. No Fathers in Kashmir is
the third in his Kashmir trilogy. The
film runs on themes of hope, peace
and humanity, with a bold tagline,
Ever ybody thinks they know
Kashmir.
Besides being its writer and
director, Ashvin also stars as one of
lead characters of the film, besides
S oni R azdan, Kulbhushan
Kharbanda, Anshuman Jha and
Maya Sarao.
The film is slated to release on
April 5.
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Sorted with our WC 11: Kohli

Indian skipper says team management is clear about India’s World Cup playing combination
HARSHIT BISHT n NEW DELHI

ven though the idea of experimenting with options available for the United Kingdom
bound flight for the ICC World Cup
which starts from May 30th in
cricket's birthplace didn't really
clicked out for India in the recently concluded five-match One Day
series against Australia. Indian
skipper Virat Kohli feels that the
lost series has helped him to jerk off
all the confusions about the team
combination by giving him a clear
picture of India's playing eleven at
the marquee event.
Speaking after India's defeat in
the final game on Wednesday at his
home ground Feroz Shah Kotla,
which cost India's its first home
series defeat since October 2015
local lad Kohli said, "As a side combination wise we are very sorted for
the World Cup. Depending on the
conditions there (in England) one
can see max only one change in the
World Cup side. But we are very
clear about the eleven that we are
going to play with," he said.
In the course of the series, India
tried various combinations,
whether it was the hit and trial
method to choose between Ambati
Rayudu, KL Rahul and Rishabh
Pant for the still to figure number Indian cricketers watch the replay of the dismissal of Australia's captain Aaron Finch on giant screen during the final ODI between India and Australia at Feroz Shah Kotla on Wednesday
AP
four spot in the playing eleven or
experimenting with the successful along with the fact that he adds times and sometimes not but unless better than us. They deserve to win pressure moments and more posiwrist spin duo of Yuzvendra Chahal depth to our batting unit. So we you try you wouldn't know. So the last three games. In the first two tive and brave in precious situaand Kuldeep Yadav with Jadeja as know where we have to go as a that's exactly what we wanted to do games, we showed composure. But tions. And hence they won those
then we lost three, against the important moments in the game."
the other preferable option because combination. Our eleven is very in these games, he answered.
"And when you capitalize on
However, on being asked about team that has been more passionof his ability to go handy with the clear in our mind; it's just that we
bat too. None of it really worked out need to take good decisions in pres- the readiness of Pant and Rayudu ate and more energetic than us in probably every important moment
for India as the moves backfired sure situations to go far in the to come and play responsible knock pressure moments. And they have that comes in the game as a side it
and India paid its price by losing World Cup. So this is the thing that at pressure situation during World grabbed the crucial moments in the gets very difficult to go past that
series against a depleted Australian we want to focus on and now there Cup, the world number one bats- game better than us and they side. The way they batted in Mohali
after Maxwell got out chasing 130
side that was touring with some of is no confusion about combination man said that he cannot comment deserve to win."
"The moment they sensed that odd in 13 overs was an outstandor team. We are very clear," he about who should take pressure till
their premier names.
they had a foot in the door they ing effort and even here (in Delhi)
the time squad is announced.
However, the Indian skipper added.
"I can't comment on that in the made sure that they let us close the and in Ranchi as well that constant
Quizzed about the idea behind
said he won't excuse experiments
for the harsh result in home turf opting for changes in the last series World Cup who is going to take door in the series. They deserve pressure on us throughout and the
and believes that the side is well bal- before World Cup, Indian captain pressure or they should be or they credit because they are a very areas that they bowl really made us
anced and good to go and compete said that he wanted to test his side shouldn't be. One has to wait until young and inexperienced side com- play those shots that we played. So
in pressure situations and see how the side is announced. You can't lit- pared to us they showed more heart the credit has to be given where it
at the World Cup.
"We definitely will not look our the players respond but there was erally speak about any of the com- and confidence in the precious is due and we certainly were not up
experiments as an excuse for the no noticeable resistance both by binations of the team that is going situations and they believed that to the mark and they were and
to go to the World Cup unless the they can play better cricket in hence as I said the deserving winseries defeat. Anyone who plays for Indian batsmen and bowlers.
ners."
crunch moments. "
While the bowlers failed to side is announced."
India is expected to come and
He also shrugged off the
"The win is good for Australian
"But having said that being
deliver that performance. Even if we restrict run flow in the slog overs
go with the same eleven (the World in Mohali, it was a combined bat- any International game, whoever side as well. They have won a big thought that it affected India's
Cup playing 11) and don't perform ting failure in the series decider at plays, whoever gets the chance to series like this against India at mindset in any which way, "None
accordingly then one can't say that Delhi where India could never play, we expect that guy to take home. It's good for their confi- of the guys in the changing room
are panicking or not feeling down
dence."
we picked the wrong players. So I really recovered after the early responsibility and pressure."
Dismissing the talks about the after this defeat because we know
The skipper also credited
think what we need to breakdown departure of 'King Kohli'.
"We expect the guys to take Australia for the historic comeback on-field conditions going against the things that we were wanting to
is the decisions what we didn't take
responsibility and pressure and in the hard-fought series win and India in the last three games espe- do in these last three games."
right."
"Us as a side we feel pretty bal"As a side, we are very balanced. hence we expose guys to these kinds referred it as the better unit in the cially in Mohali. The skipper said,
"We can't get a breakdown by our anced and it's just in the pressure
Hardik will also get back into the of pressure situations where a series due course of series.
"The fact that they came and own conditions. It's just that they moments, they showed more commix. With his inclusion in the is on the line. We expected someside, we get more bowling options one to step up. It happens some- win here reflects that they played (Australia) were more composed in posure than us," he said.
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SINGLES

JOSHNA GOES DOWN FIGHTING
Cairo: Joshna Chinappa's memorable run in the
Women's Black Ball Squash Open came to an end
after she went down fighting against world number
five Joelle King in the quarterfinals of the PSA gold
event. Seeded three, King won the 64-minute
engrossing match 7-11, 12-10, 2-11, 11-5, 11-8 to
become the only non-Egyptian to enter the last
four on Wednesday. It was a tight match with
Joshna leading 2-1 at one stage. But as the
experienced New Zealander was to admit, she had
to dig deep into her reserves to ensure that the
Indian was not going to have it easy. As the contest
wore on, Joshna's lost the earlier grip and that
turned the match firmly in King's favour.

SONY TO BROADCAST 2020 OLYMPICS
Mumbai: The Sony Pictures Networks India has
been awarded the broadcast rights in the Indian
subcontinent for the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games,
the International Olympic Committee (IOC)
announced on Thursday. The Sony Pictures
Networks India (SPN), an established paytelevision network in India, has also acquired
media rights for the 2020 Lausanne Winter Youth
Olympic Games. It will provide comprehensive
coverage across its broadcast and digital platforms
in the Indian subcontinent. In addition to the
coverage on Sony's digital platform, SonyLIV, the
Olympic Channel and other IOC digital platforms
will feature highlights and replays of key events to
supplement SPN's coverage of the Olympics.

REAL SECURE MILITAO FROM PORTO
Madrid: Real Madrid have clinched a deal to sign
the Brazilian defender Eder Militao, 21, from
Portuguese champions FC Porto from next
season, the two clubs announced on Thursday.
The centre-back is the Spanish giants' first signing
since Zinedine Zidane returned to the club as
coach for a second spell this week. Real said
Militao would join on a four-year deal until 2025.
Meanwhile, in a statement to the Portuguese stock
exchange, Porto said Real had agreed to pay the
player's release clause of 50 million euros
($56.5m), "effective at the end of the season".
Militao, who can also play at right-back and has
been capped once by Brazil, reinforces a Real
defence that has often been diminished by injuries
this season.

DEY, MOOKERJEE ADVANCE TO Q/F
Basel: Subhankar Dey and Riya Mookerjee
advanced to men's and women's singles
quarterfinals respectively of the Swiss Open
badminton tournament on Thursday. Dey
registered a hard-fought 12-21, 22-20, 21-17 win
over fifth seed Jonatan Christie of Indonesia in a
men's singles contest that lasted one hour and 11
minutes, while Mookerjee made it to the
quarterfinals after her opponent from Canada,
Michelle Li retired hurt when the score read 18-16
in favour of the Indian. In women's doubles,
Ashwini Ponnappa and N Sikki Reddy registered a
straight-game 21-14 21-17 win.
Agencies

Indian skipper Virat Kohli and his Australian counterpart Aaron Finch pose with the WC trophy

ICC

World Cup can be
anybody’s game
HARSHIT BISHT n NEW DELHI

He also reflected upon the
idea of making smart decisions on
ith the cricket's biggest the field in order to make the
showpiece event less than most of any opportunity available
three months away, Indian skip- saying a skipper is as good as his
per refused to term any side as side is.
"You are as good as a side you
favorites to lift the upcoming ICC
World Cup in England starting are in, if you don't make good
decisions there's no guarantee
from May 30.
After the shocking defeat by that the other team is just going
hands of defending World to come and hand you victory on
Champions at home in the last a plate. So any team is dangerous."
Citing the examinternational assignple of the West
ment before the gala
"I don't think Indies, who could
event, talismanic
batsman who will that any team turn out to be a dark
horse in the tournalead India as the
in my eyes
ment after holding
prime contender for
Cup hosts
the
glor y
in
starts at the World
England for series
England said that
World Cup as draw recently, he
the tournament will
said that as the tourbe an evenly poised
favorites"
nament is getting
contest terming all
the ten participating
—Virat Kohli close, everything is
getting exciting and
side as a threat and
the mindset will play
capable enough of
a big part.
lifting the trophy.
"You see how the West Indies
"Well, honestly every team in
the World Cup is a threat. Anyone have come along. They are going
who gets on a roll in the tourna- to be a serious threat in the
ment like this is difficult to stop World Cup as well because of the
that team and having said that a balance they have been able to
team having said that a team on crack. England has been a very
a roll can be knocked out in the strong side. Australia is now looksemis or even in the final they can ing balanced. We are a strong side.
be defeated immediately by a New Zealand is good. Pakistan
side that is more brave on that can defeat anyone on their day."
"It's very important to underparticular day. And who wants it
more and is more expressive as a stand what mindset you are taking into the World Cup. And I am
side."
"I don't think that any team in sure every team would want to
my eyes starts at the World Cup take the best mindset they possibly can. And according to me, no
as favorites."
"You have to play good crick- one starts as favorites for World
Cup," he said.
et to win a World Cup."

W

Karthik will play finisher's role Players themselves responsible
to manage IPL workload: Virat
as he is in WC mix: Katich
PTI n KOLKATA

HARSHIT BISHT n NEW DELHI

olkata Knight Riders assistant coach Simon
Katich is confident that their captain Dinesh
K
Karthik will once again excel in his designated

ith the 12th edition of
Indian Premier League
W
about to start in less than ten

finisher's role, making a case for his selection in
India's World Cup squad.
Karthik, who didn't play the one-dayers
against Australia, is back in the mix after
Rishabh Pant's failure to grab the chance.
Asked about his batting position, Katich
dropped a hint that the KKR skipper would use
the Indian Premier League to showcase his skill
set in pressure games.
"I think what Dinesh brings in his experience
(in crunch situations). He has played that role very
well for India and for us. You know what you will
get from him down the innings. He is hard to
bowl to," Katich told reporters on Thursday.
"So he will be in the mix for the World Cup.
It will give the Indian selectors a tough job to pick
with so much talent around," he added.
He was all praise for young Shubman Gill,
who, he though, will play across formats for India.
"I am sure pretty soon he will be permanently in the Indian setup. He obviously has got talent and had a fantastic IPL last year."
The former Australia left-handed batsman
was happy that the team had a great limited overs

days time, Indian skipper Virat
Kohli urges his players to smartly manage their workload in the
upcoming season since it will be
their responsibility to stay fit and
fresh for the ICC World Cup.
With the popular T20 tournament ending just a few days
before the World Cup, the cricket boards have been cautious
about their top player's participation in the league, putting
national duty above league commitments.
Kohli said it's not that he is
asking the Indian players not to
be committed to their IPL teams
but to be smart and aware during the course of the tournament.
"All the workload will be
monitored and given a window,
the guys can afford to rest. The
World Cup comes every four
years and we play IPL every year,"

Dinesh Karthik trains during KKR practice session ahead of IPL

series in India.
"Losing to India in Australia was tough for
Australians to take. Full credit for the way they
played. They deserved to win," said Katich.
He was all praise for the top order.
"The top order was outstanding especially
Khawaja, Ashton Turner was great too. Ahead of
World Cup, important decisions are there for the
selectors to take. Having Smith and Warner back
before World Cup gives us more confidence."
The Australian team is peaking at the right
time, felt Katich.
"Their form hasn't been brilliant in the last
few months but World Cup cricket is all about
playing six weeks brilliantly," said Katich, who was
an integral part of both Tests and ODI side during his playing days.

India and Royal Challengers Bangalore skipper Virat Kohli, Mumbai Indians captain Rohit
Sharma and Jasprit Bumrah workload will be monitored closely during the IPL 2019 AFP

the Royal Challengers Bangalore
skipper said.
"Not to say we won't be
committed to the IPL but we've
got to be smart. We have to work
in balance and make smart decisions.
"The responsibility and the
onus is on the player. No one will
be forced to do something.
Eventually, no one wants to miss
the World Cup and cost the

KARNATAKA LIFT MUSHTAQ ALI TROPHY
PTI n INDORE

pener Mayank Agarwal smashed an
unbeaten 85 off 57 balls as Karnataka
O
dished out a clinical all-round performance
to beat Maharashtra by eight wickets and
lift the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy on
Thursday.
Karnataka bowlers, led by experienced
Abhimanyu Mithun (2-24), put up a spirited show to restrict Maharashtra to 155/4
despite an unbeaten 69 by all-rounder
Naushad Shaikh.
Later, they overhauled the target with
Agarwal and Rohan Kadam (60 off 39
balls) striking half-centuries.
Karnataka chased the target with nine
balls to spare and ended their otherwise
ordinary season on a high.
Chasing 156, the duo kept on scoring
at a brisk pace and took a listless
Maharashtra attack to cleaners in their 92run stand for the second wicket, which laid
foundation of the eight-wicket win.

Karnataka were cruising at 106/1 in 12
overs and needed 50 runs. But then
Kadam threw his wicket away. However,

Kadam's departure did not deter Agarwal
from playing his natural game as he and
Karun Nair (8 not out) then took the side

home.
Put into bat, Maharashtra posted a
respectable 155/4 on the board courtesy
Shaikh's unbeaten 69 off 41 balls.
Shaikh along with 'ever reliable' Ankit
Bawne (29 off 25 balls) rallied the
Maharashtra innings with their 81-run
stand for the fourth wicket after the
Surendra Bhave coached team was in a spot
of bother at 55-3.
Then Shaikh and Bawne not only took
the opposition bowlers to task, but also in
the process pulled the team out of trouble.
Shaikh struck five fours and three sixes,
while Bawne hammered four boundaries.
The loss Meant that Maharashtra will
have to wait longer for a major Domestic
title.
BRIEF SCORES: Maharashtra 155/4 (
Naushad Shaikh 69 not out, Rahul Tripathi
30, Ankit Bawne 29; Abhimanyu Mithun
2-24) lost to Karnataka 159/2 (Mayank
Agarwal 85 not out, Rohan Kadam 60; D
M Hinganekar 1-21) by 8 wickets.

team good balance," added Kohli.
The modern-day batting legend added that he is proud of
India's achievements in the "hectic" season and would like his
players to enjoy the IPL now.
"From that point of view, I
think all of us just deserve to go
to the IPL and just enjoy these
two months and not think of performance pressure that I have to
do this or that," he said.

Never underestimate
Mahi’s importance,
tweets Clarke
PTI n NEW DELHI

ormer Australian captain
Michael Clarke on Thursday
F
warned critics to "never underestimate" the importance of veteran
Mahendra Singh Dhoni in the
Indian limited overs teams.
Clarke tweeted after the
Australian team beat fancied India
in the fifth and final ODI for a
stunning come-from-behind 3-2
series win.
"Never underestimate the
importance of MSD — experience
in the middle order is so important," Clarke, a World Cup-winning captain, wrote on his twitter
handle about the seasoned player
who has also led his country to two
World Cup triumphs in 2007 and
2015.
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AFP n MUNICH

adio Mane scored twice to steer
Liverpool into the quarter-finals on
Wednesday after a superb 3-1 win at
Bayern Munich dumped out the German
giants.
Having missed the goalless first leg at
Anfield three weeks ago through suspension, Virgil van Dijk's long pass led to
Mane's excellent first-half goal at the
Allianz Arena.
"His first goal was ridiculous, the calmness with how he's finished it off,"
Liverpool midfielder James
Milner told BT Sport.
"He's on fire at the minute
and let's hope it continues for
the rest of the season."
Dutch centre-back
Van Dijk then headed last
season's runners-up Liverpool
into a 2-1 lead from a
Milner corner on 69
minutes after Joel
Matip's own goal had
handed Bayern a
first-half equaliser.
Mane made
absolutely sure of
Liverpool's place in
the quarter-final
draw by nodding in
six minutes from time.
Liverpool's 3-1 aggregate victory means they join
Tottenham Hotspur, Manchester
City and Manchester United in the quarter-finals, completing a clean sweep of
English sides reaching the last eight for the
first time since 2008/09.
It is a bleaker picture in Germany as
Bayern's exit leaves no Bundesliga club in
the quarters for the first time since
2005/06, as Borussia Dortmund and
Schalke also bowed out in the last 16 —
to Tottenham and Man City respectively.
This is the first time since 2011 that
Bayern have failed to make the quarterfinals.
"Both teams were very cautious for a
long period, but the second goal took the

MANE’S
NIGHT IN MUNICH

S

Liverpool striker nets brace while Van Djik scores via header
to help 2018 finalists beat Bayern 3-1 in away tie
"I want to congratulate Liverpool.
They were the better team over the
two legs, we deserved to lose. They
attacked us high up, were compact
and made it hard for us. We also
didn't have our best day."
—NIKO KOVAC (Bayern Munich manager)
"It's a really big one, I'm so proud of
the boys and how they did it. It's so
difficult to play away here at Bayern.
They didn't lose a lot of games
(here). It's a big step to get this club
back on the European stage and I am
really happy."
—JURGEN KLOPP (Liverpool manager)
This is the first time since 2011 that
Bayern have failed to make the
quarter-finals in Europe's top club
competition.
It has been a bleak last 16 for
Germany whose three
representatives all lost to English
opposition to leave no Bundesliga
club in the quarter-finals for the first
time since 2006

belief out of us," said Bayern defender Mats
Hummels.
"Jurgen Klopp is good at neutralising
the opponents' strengths and he did that
once again.

"We didn't play well enough to create
enough clear chances at this level."
Milner was preferred to Fabinho in
Liverpool's midfield, but Jurgen Klopp was
forced into an early change when captain

Jordan Henderson hobbled off on 12 minutes.
Brazilian Fabinho made an early
entrance and Milner took the skipper's
armband.

Klopp had urged his side to "be brave
on the ball" and it was that, combined with
an amazing piece of skill by Mane, which
gave them the lead.
Van Dijk's pin-point pass over 40
metres found Mane in the Bayern box with
goalkeeper Manuel Neuer off his line.
Mane spun away and looped his shot
inside the far post to give the visitors a
valuable away goal in the 26th minute.
However, the hosts drew level six minutes before the break when Serge Gnabry
slipped his marker Andrew Robertson and
hit a cross intended for Robert
Lewandowski.
The ball went in off Matip, who was
focused on marking the Polish striker, to
the despair of the Liverpool centre-back
and the delight of the home crowd.
The tempo of the game dropped
sharply after the restart, but Bayern wasted a chance on the hour mark when
Gnabry fired in a cross, only for
Lewandowski to mistime his slide.
Liverpool were heading for the quarter-finals when Milner swung in the second of two corners in quick succession and
Van Dijk powered a header past Neuer.
Mane scored his second when
Mohamed Salah's chip found him at the
far post to head home his sixth goal in four
matches, as Liverpool's travelling fans started singing "You'll Never Walk Alone",
while the Bayern supporters began to slip
away.

Bernardo Silva extends
Man City deal to 2025
AFP n MANCHESTER

anchester City midfielder
Bernardo Silva's stunning form
M
this season was rewarded with a new
six-year deal on Wednesday.
The Portuguese playmaker has
arguably been the English champions' player of the year so far, scoring nine goals in 40 appearances.
"It's an honour to extend my deal
with Manchester City," Silva said in
a club statement. "This club offers
everything a player needs to fulfil
their ambitions and there's nowhere
else I want to be.
"As soon as I heard City wanted me to stay longer, my mind was
made up. I love the club, the manager, the players and the fans.
"The style of football we play
here excites me, and I am determined to win more trophies. City
gives me the best chance of doing
that."
Silva has already won a Premier
League title and two League Cups
since joining from Monaco for a
reported £43 million ($56 million)
in 2017.
"Under the guidance of Pep and
the backroom staff we have here, we
expect to see him develop into one
of the world's best players over the
coming years," said City's director of
football Txiki Begiristain.
"Bernardo is an exceptional talent, so offering him a new deal and
ensuring he spends the best years of
his career with us was a very easy
decision.
"We are constructing a side that
will provide a platform for sustained
success. Bernardo fits neatly into our
plan."

Roger & Rafa steam into quarters

Aggressive Andreescu
overwhelms Muguruza
AFP n INDIAN WELLS

Messi proves too
much for Lyon
AFP n BARCELONA

ionel Messi came up just
short of matching Cristiano
L
Ronaldo's hat-trick a day earlier but still scored twice and set
up two more as Barcelona beat
Lyon 5-1 on Wednesday to reach
the quarter-finals.
After Ronaldo's treble on
Tuesday for Juventus sent
Atletico Madrid packing in
Turin, Messi delivered his own
symphony at the Camp Nou,
where Lyon were outplayed save
for a very brief period in the second half when they threatened a
comeback in this last-16 tie.
"Cristiano yesterday (on
Tuesday) was impressive," Messi
said afterwards. "It was a big surprise because I thought Atletico
would be stronger but Cristiano
had a magical night."
A 0-0 draw in France in the
first leg last month meant Lyon
always had a chance to make
Barca nervous, but Messi's sumptuously chipped penalty and a
simple finish from Philippe
Coutinho looked to have finished them off before half-time.
Yet Lucas Tousart's volley left
Lyon one goal away from putting
Barcelona out, only for Messi to
take charge again. He scored
once more, before teeing up
Gerard Pique and Ousmane
Dembele to complete the victory.
Messi now has 108 goals in
the Champions League, behind

"When he is at that
kind of level, he is
almost
unstoppable. We
did what we could."
—BRUNO GENESIO
(Lyon coach)
"In the last few
weeks, months
even, I've not been
playing well. You
never know what
the future holds but I am happy
with my performance today."
—PHILIPPE COUTINHO

Ronaldo's imperious 124, but his
latest double takes his team one
step closer to the trophy they
crave the most.
Barcelona go into Friday's
draw for the last eight as the sole
Spanish representative, along
with Juventus, Manchester
United, Manchester City,
Liverpool, Tottenham Hotspur,
Porto and Ajax.
The last time Spain only had
one team left at this stage was
2010 and after defeats for
Atletico and Real Madrid, it
was up to Barca to avert a first
Spanish blackout since 2005.
Coutinho had been whistled
off by his own fans last weekend
but was picked to start, preferred
to Dembele who had just recovered from a hamstring strain.
The Brazilian was bright, enjoying one of his best performances
in weeks.

DEMBELE OUT FOR UP TO A MONTH
BARCELONA: Ousmane Dembele
could miss Barcelona's crunch La
Liga game against Atletico Madrid
after Barcelona confirmed on
Thursday he will be out for up to a
month with a hamstring injury.
Dembele is likely to miss
upcoming league matches against
Real Betis, Espanyol and Villarreal
while he has just under four weeks
to recover in time for the meeting
with Atletico on April 6.
The game at the Camp Nou could
prove decisive for Barca, who

already sit seven points clear of
Diego Simeone's side, their closest
challengers at the top of the table.
Dembele appears to have suffered
a recurrence of the hamstring
strain he sustained during the win
over Rayo Vallecano last weekend.
"The tests performed have
confirmed that Dembele has a
muscle injury in his left
hamstring," a Barcelona statement
read. "The approximate time out
will be three to four weeks." AFP

AFP n INDIAN WELLS

ormer champions Roger
Federer and Rafael Nadal
F
edged closer to a blockbuster
semi-final showdown at the
ATP Indian Wells Masters on
Wednesday with brisk fourthround wins.
World number two Nadal
overpowered Serbian qualifier Filip Krajinovic 6-3, 6-4 to
book his quarter-final berth in
one hour and 26 minutes.
Federer, seeking a record
sixth title in the California
desert, needed just 64 minutes
to get past Britain's Kyle
Edmund 6-1, 6-4.
Nadal said his performance on a windy stadium
court wasn't as good as his 63, 6-1 third-round win over
Argentine
Diego
Schwartzman.
But he was more than a
match for 113th-ranked
Krajinovic, breaking him early
in each set and saving the only
break point he faced.
Nadal, who lifted the
Indian Wells trophy in 2007,
2008 and 2013, is in the last
eight for the first time in
three years after missing last
year's edition, skipping both
Indian Wells and the Miami
Masters with a hip injury.
He next will take on 13thranked Russian Karen
Khachanov, who beat world

NADAL, WHO LIFTED TROPHY IN 2007, 2008
AND 2013, IS INTO LAST EIGHT FOR FIRST TIME
IN THREE YEARS AFTER MISSING LAST YEAR'S
EDITION, SKIPPING BOTH INDIAN WELLS AND
MIAMI MASTERS WITH HIP INJURY
number nine John Isner 6-4,
7-6 (7/1).
Khachanov produced just
one ace to the big-serving
American's 12 but stretched
his record over Isner to 4-0.
Fourth-seeded Federer,
fresh off his 100th career title,
looked poised to finish off
Edmund in less than an hour.
But the Swiss great had to
fight off three break points as
he served for the match, just
a small speed bump in a
match that he took charge of
early.
"He didn't have the best
start, so that cost him the first
set," Federer said. "Second
set, it was definitely better. I
think he probably struggled
throughout a little bit. He
never really got going.
"Conditions are tough
with the glare, and the jump
of the ball it's sometimes hard
to find the rhythm and timing."
Federer will fight for a
semi-final berth against 22year-old Pole Hubert Hurkacz.
Hurkacz, ranked 67th in

the world, sent 25th-ranked
Canadian Denis Shapovalov
packing 7-6 (7/3), 2-6, 6-3.
Although he'll be an overwhelming favorite against
Hurkacz, Federer said he
wouldn't take a semi-final
meeting with Nadal for granted.
"I hope I can get there,"
Federer said, "but I'm not
going to underestimate
Hubert."

MIOMIR CAPITALIZES

A day after world number
one Novak Djokovic tumbled
out of the third round, 19year-old Miomir Kecmanovic
kept the Serbian flag flying.
Kecmanovic became the
first lucky loser to reach the
last eight at Indian Wells since
the ATP's Masters 1000 series
launched in 1990.
Kecmanovic, ranked
130th in the world, had taken
the first set against Yoshihito
Nishioka 6-4 when the 74thranked Japanese retired
because of injury.
Kecmanovic, who gained

entry to the second round
when fifth-seeded Kevin
Anderson withdrew with an
elbow injury, is in his first
ATP quarter-final.
Kecmanovic is the
last teen left in the
men's draw, after the
departure of 19-yearold Shapovalov.
At the other end of
the age spectrum, 40year-old Croatian Ivo
Karlovic's run came to an
end with a 6-4, 6-3 loss to 25year-old seventh seed
Dominic Thiem.
Thiem needed less than
an hour to subdue the 89thranked Karlovic, surrendering
just seven points on his own
serve and punishing Karlovic's
second serve.
Thiem said putting 87
percent of his first serves in
play was key in his first meeting with Karlovic.
"I felt pretty confident on
my own service games. That's
what I transferred also to the
return games," he said. "I
made two breaks in the right
moment I would say."
Thiem booked a meeting
with 18th-seeded Gael
Monfils of France, who defeated Philipp Kohlschreiber 6-0,
6-2 in 57 minutes a day after
the German stunned world
number one Novak Djokovic
in the third round.

Vettel fired up to return Ferrari on top
AFP n MELBOURNE

our-time world champion Sebastian
Vettel on Thursday vowed to shrug off
F
a "disaster" 2018 and topple arch-rival
Lewis Hamilton, with his refreshed team
passionate about returning Ferrari to the
top.
The German won the opening race of
the season in Melbourne last year and
backed it up with victory at the next in
Bahrain. But Hamilton roared back to
sweep 11 of the remaining 19 Grand Prix
and the 31-year-old is desperate to turn the
tables.
"There is a lot of passion inside this
team willing to get out and to express ourselves through winning I think is the best
we can do," he said.
"So that's the target. So far the atmosphere is good, the spirit is right within the
team and we will try to carry that into the

season."
Vettel is a winner and having to settle
for second in the drivers and constructors
championship last year was tough to take.
He said it was normal for Ferrari fans
to consider finishing runner-up a "disaster".
"You know the winner takes it all. Lewis
has been in that position the last couple of
years and we will try to turn it around," he
said.
"In the end we are racing for Ferrari
and we will try to get Ferrari back to where
we've been trying to get it back to for the
past few years."
Ferrari haven't won the constructors'
title since 2008 and their last drivers' crown
came in 2007 through Kimi Raikkonen.
The Italian team have a new look heading into the season, with tech chief Mattia
Binotto replacing Maurizio Arrivabene as
team principal and young gun Charles

Leclerc in for the experienced Raikkonen.
Asked if Ferrari were in a better situation now than 12 months ago, the 31-yearold replied: "Yeah quite frankly because last
year's winter testing didn't go well for us.
"We had some issues with the car to
fix. We got a bit lucky during the race
weekend (in Melbourne) with the safety
car to grab the win.
"In this regard we are more prepared.
Our car seems to work fine, there are no
problems at this stage."
But he added: "It's a tough weekend
ahead of us." Despite his huge experience,
Vettel admitted to being "a bit nervous"
ahead of the 2019 campaign.
"You don't know exactly where you
are, you don't know what's going to happen," he said.
"At this point we are all hunters and
we are all the hunted. We have zero
points."

ianca Andreescu's breakout season continued on
Wednesday as the Canadian teenager swept past two-time
B
Grand Slam champion Garbine Muguruza and into the
Indian Wells WTA semi-finals.
Andreescu, 18 and ranked 60th in the world, won the
first nine games on the way to a 6-0, 6-1 victory that
took just 52 minutes.
She reached her third semi-final of the season
after a run to the final in Auckland and the last four
in Acapulco.
"I just went out there, went for it," Andreescu said.
"I didn't focus on who was on the other side.
"It really helped me. I used my serve to my advantage.
She didn't serve so well today, so I took advantage that as
well."
Andreescu, who began 2019 ranked 152nd in the world,
is now headed for the top 40.
The win over Muguruza, now ranked 20th, followed a
victory over 18th-ranked Wang Qiang of China in the fourth
round and took her win-loss record to a remarkable 26-3
in 2019, including qualifying matches.
Andreescu could get a shot at a top-10 player in the semifinals, or she could find herself up against another fast-rising teen.
She'll take on the winner of Wednesday's match between
seventh-ranked Ukrainian Elina Svitolina and 19-year-old
Czech Marketa Vondrousova.
Vondrousova, who reached her second WTA final in
Budapest in February, arrived in California ranked 61 in the
world and is also projected to crack the top 40 by reaching
the semis.
The remaining quarter-finals will be played on Thursday,
with Belinda Bencic taking on Karolina Pliskova and Venus
Williams facing Angelique Kerber in a battle of former world
number ones.
Bencic, 22, stunned world number one Naomi Osaka 63, 6-1 in the fourth round, bringing the Japanese star's first
WTA title defense to an abrupt end.
The Swiss player is on the rise after a spate of injuries
slowed her career and is ranked 23rd in the world after claiming her first title in four years at Dubai last month.

