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Racist ultra kills 49 in NZ mosques Backed by India,
Shooter livestream ghastly act, arrested; 9 Indians missing; 1 injured
PTI n CHRISTCHURCH/NEW DELHI

ass shootings at two
M
mosques full of worshippers attending Friday prayers
killed 49 people in New
Zealand as authorities charged
one person, detained three
others and defused explosive
devices in what appeared to be
a carefully planned racist terror attack. The shooter has
been taken into custody.
The deadliest attack
occurred at Masjid Al Noor
mosque
in
central
Christchurch about 1.45 pm,
killing 30 people there. There
was a second shooting at the
Linwood Masjid Mosque that
killed at least 10 people.
Unconfirmed reports
claimed that nine Indian
nationals were missing after the
shootings. An Indian-origin
man was injured in the
Christchurch terror attacks,
his relatives residing in
Hyderabad said on Friday.
Khursheed Jahangir, brother of
Ahmed Iqbal Jahangir, said
his brother was injured during
the attack and is currently
undergoing treatment at a local
hospital in Christchurch.
However, India’s High
Commission in New Zealand is
ascertaining the reports. “Our
(Indian High Commission)
mission is in touch with local
authorities to ascertain more
details. It is a sensitive matter
and therefore we can't give confirmed numbers/names till we
are absolutely certain,” External
Affairs Ministry Spokesperson

Raveesh Kumar said in New
Delhi.
The mosque shooter has
been identified as a 28-year-old
Australian white nationalist
who hates immigrants. He was
set off by attacks in Europe that
were perpetrated by Muslims.
The gunman — whose
name was not immediately
released by police — left behind
a 74-page document posted on
social media under the name
Brenton Tarrant in which he
said he hoped to survive the
attack to better spread his ideas
in the media.
And though he portrayed
himself in his writings as quiet
and
introverted,
he
livestreamed his assault on the
worshippers at Christchurch’s
Al Noor Mosque.
New Zealand Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern alluded to anti-immigrant sentiment as the possible motive,
saying that while many people
affected by the shootings may
be migrants or refugees “they
have chosen to make New
Zealand their home, and it is
their home”. “It is clear that this
can now only be described as
a terrorist attack,” she said.
The video livestreamed by
the shooter shows the attack in
horrifying detail. The gunman
spends more than two minutes
inside the mosque spraying
terrified worshippers with bullets again and again, sometimes
re-firing at people he has
already cut down.
He then walks outside to
the street, where he shoots at

Myanmar wipes
out border terror
Joint Op saves
Indian workers
from militant
Arakan Army
PNS n NEW DELHI

and Myanmar Armies
Ijointndia
conducted a fortnight long
operation to smash camps

Police stand outside a mosque in Linwood, Christchurch, New Zealand on Friday

people on the sidewalk.
Children’s screams can be
heard as he returns to his car
to get another rifle.
The gunman then walks
back into the mosque, where
there are at least two dozen
people lying on the ground.
After walking back outside
and shooting a woman there,
he gets back in his car, where
the song “Fire” by English rock
band “The Crazy World of
Arthur Brown” can be heard
blasting from the speakers.
Related copies on P11

Expressing “deep shock” over
killings in the Christchurch
terror attack, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
on Friday said
hatred and
violence
have no
place in
diverse and
democratic societies, and
expressed India's solidarity
with the people of New
Zealand at this difficult time
— NARENDRA MODI

AP
My warmest sympathy and best wishes goes out to the
people of New Zealand after the horrible massacre in the
Mosques. 49 innocent people have so senselessly died,
with so many more seriously injured. The US stands by
New Zealand for anything we can do. God bless all!
— DONALD TRUMP
My thoughts
are with all
of those
affected
by this
sickening
act of violence
— THERESA MAY

With this attack, hostility
towards Islam that the world
has been has been idly
watching and even encouraging
for some time, has gone beyond
the boundaries of individual
harassment to reach the level of mass killing
— RECEP TAYYIP ERDOGAN

of insurgent group, Arakan
Army, along the MizoramMyanmar border.
The co-ordinated action
starting February 17 was
undertaken to prevent the militants from targeting the
Kaladan transit and transport
project linking Kolkata with
Sittwe port in Myanmar. The
joint operation was also conducted to protect Indian workers working on the strategically important project in
Myanmar to improve connectivity in the North-East.
The Myanmar Army carried out the actual operation
involving smashing the insurgent camps and driving away
the militants, the Indian Army
provided back-up support by
sealing the Mizoram border to
prevent the insurgents from
escaping into India. However,
the Indian Army did not cross

over into Myanmar but provided intelligence and mounted surveillance through helicopters and drones on its side.
Giving this information
here on Friday, officials said
most of the camps of the
Arakan Army were located
across the Border Pillars 1 to 9
on the Mizoram-Myanmar
international border. The coordinated action was launched
as these camps posed a threat
to both the countries.
Intelligence reports indicated
there were about 1,000 insurgents lodged in 10 to 15 camps
between Border Pillars 1 and 9.
The Assam Rifles guarding
the international border along
with Army troops sealed the
border during the action.
Alarm bells started ringing
some months back after reports
said members of the Arakan
Army, trained by Kachin
Independent Army, mostly
active in areas bordering Yunan
province of China, started
moving towards south
Myanmar from their bases in
the north of Myanmar. This
movement started in late 2017.
Keeping this in view, the two
countries decided to go after
the insurgent group and
launched the operation on
February 17 and ended it on
March 2.
Continued on Page 7

Akhilesh denies Aparna SC seeks EC reply on 21 parties’
ticket from Sambhal
plea for VVPAT slips checking

Apna Dal(S)
renews ties
with BJP,
gets 2 seats Fissures in SP first family again
fter several hiccups, the
he Supreme Court on Friday
Sambhal was final. In the
In its first list, it had
BJP and the Apna Dal(S)
meantime, Akhilesh Yadav declared nine candidates, Tagreed to hear the plea of 21
A
on Friday decided to renew
he differences within the approached and persuaded including party founder Opposition leaders, led by
their pact to contest the 2019 T f irst family of the him join the Samajwadi Party. Mulayam Singh Yadav from Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
general elections in Uttar Samajwadi Party is the spot- Tej Pratap Yadav, a sitting MP Mainpuri, SP chief Akhilesh N Chandrababu Naidu, seeking
PNS n LUCKNOW

PTI n NEW DELHI

PNS n LUCKNOW

Pradesh.
The deal was finalised after
a meeting between BJP president Amit Shah and Apna Dal
(S) chief Anupriya Patel. UP incharge of BJP affairs JP Nadda
was also present in the meeting.
“With the commitment of
‘phir ek baar, Modi sarkar’, the
BJP and the Apna Dal will contest the polls jointly in UP Lok
Sabha polls,” Shah tweeted.
The BJP chief also said the
Apna Dal would contest on two
seats, one in Mirzapur where
sitting MP and Union Minister
Anupriya Patel would be the
candidate. The second seat
would be decided later.
However, the tweet created
some confusion as Apna Dal is
led by Krishna Patel, mother of
Anupriya, while the outfit of
the Union Minister is known as
Apna Dal (Sonelal). In 2014,
Apna Dal(S) contested and
won two seats — Mirzapur and
Pratapgath. This time Anupriya
was trying to get more seats
and was even pressuring the
UP Government to make her
husband MLC Ashish Patel, a
Minister in the Yogi Cabinet.

light again as party president
Akhilesh Yadav snubbed his
father Mulayam Singh Yadav
by denying ticket to Aparna
Yadav from Sambhal Lok
Sabha seat. Aparna is the
younger daughter-in-law of
Mulayam Singh Yadav. The SP
on Friday announced a list of
five more candidates for Lok
Sabha elections. This takes
the number of candidates
declared for the party to 15.
The friction arose after
Mulayam Singh Yadav asked
Akhilesh Yadav to give the
Sambhal seat to his younger
daughter-in-law Aparna
Yadav. However, Akhilesh
rebuffed his father by giving
the Sambhal seat to Shafiqur
Rahman Burk.
The SP rewarded Burk
with the ticket hours before
he was about to join the
Congress. Burk, a known
party-hopper and former MP
from both Samajwadi Party
and Bahujan Samaj Party, has
spoken to UP C ongress
Committee president Raj
Babbar and his ticket as the
Congress candidate from

from Mainpuri and a grandson of Mulayam Singh Yasdav
was also a claimant for the
Sambhal seat.
Tabassum Hasan, who
won on an RLD ticket from
Kairana in the bypass in May
last year, will contest on a
Samajwadi Party symbol this
time. Former minister and
Samajwadi Party leader Vinod
Kumar Singh alias Pandit
Singh will contest from
Gonda. Surendra Kumar alias
Munni Sharma will be the SP
candidate from Ghaziabad.
Former MP Ramsagar
Rawat will be the SP candidate f rom Barabanki
(reserved) Lok Sabha seat.
Akhilesh Yadav by giving
ticket to Ram Sagar Rawat has
sought to placate senior
Samajwadi Party leader and
Rajya Sabha MP Beni Prasad
Verma who was sulking for
quite sometime.
Earlier on Tuesday, the
party had declared Ramji Lal
Suman its candidate from
Hathras (reserved) seat and
R ajendra S Bind f rom
Mirzapur seat.

Yadav's wife Dimple Yadav
f rom Kannauj and MPs
Dharmendra Yadav and
Akshay Yadav from Badaun
and Firozabad, respectively.
The other SP candidates are
Kamlesh Katheria f rom
Etawah, Bhailal Kol from
Robertsganj and Shabbir
Valmiki from Bahraich.
The Samajwadi Party and
the BSP will hold a series of
joint rallies for the Lok Sabha
polls, with the first being on
April 7 in Uttar Pradesh's
Deoband town. There will be
several joint rallies in the
state and besides the SP and
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP),
the Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD)
will also be a part of these
public meeting, Samajwadi
Par ty chief spokesman
Rajendra Chowdhury said on
Thursday.
The first of these joint rallies
will be held in
Saharanpur
district's
Deoband town on April 7 and
will be addressed by SP president Akhilesh Yadav, BSP
chief Mayawati and RLD president Ajit Singh.

Priyanka plans to ‘sail’ through UP battle
PNS n NEW DELHI/LUCKNOW

fter being unable to meet
A
three of her schedules for
Uttar Pradesh to initiate the
Lok Sabha polls campaign,
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi has finally
decided to undertake motorboat journey on the Ganga
from Allahabad to Varanasi on
a three-day poll campaign during which she will halt at several places to interact with
people residing along the river.
This will be perhaps the
first time that any leader will be
reaching out to the electorate
using the river route in a
motorboat.
She will start from
Prayagraj and reach Varanasi
covering a distance of about

110 kms. In between she will
interact with the commoners of
locality like Mirzapur, Bhadohi
etc., and understand their problems, the biggest of which is

recurrent floods in these areas
as well as the reality of Ganga
cleaning, which was first
launched by former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi.
AICC Uttar Pradesh media
coordinator Lallan Kumar said
Priyanka will use the narrow
broken trail taken by the locals
to interact with as many people as possible. Her programme
is being worked out as per the
huge demands by party men of
the region.
The Congress is attempting
to reach out to the Mallah,
Kewat and Nishad communities of boatmen, fishermen and
agriculturalists living along the
river. Priyanka’s plans for the
first phase of her campaign
were stated in a letter submitted to the Election Commission

and permission has been
sought for her visit from
Prayagraj to Varanasi from
March 18 to March 20.
Priyanka is likely to arrive
in Lucknow on Sunday and
move to Prayagraj for her campaign the next day. There she
is expected to visit the historic
Anand Bhawan, the erstwhile
official residence of the Nehru
family, now dedicated as a
museum housing the personal
belongings of Jawaharlal Nehru
and his father Motilal Nehru.
Similar to the line taken by
party chief Rahul Gandhi,
Priyanka too may offer prayers
at Maa Vindhayavasini temple
in Mirzapur and Kashi
Vishwanath in Varanasi. She
may also a visit mosques
enroute.

that VVPAT slips of at least 50
per cent of voting machines in
each Assembly constituency be
checked randomly in the Lok
Sabha elections.
The leaders from six national and 15 regional parties, claiming to represent 70-75 per cent
of the population, have also
sought the setting aside of the
Election Commission of India
guideline on random verification of one Assembly seat.
A Bench, headed by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi, said notice
be issued to the Election
Commission, and the Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
should depute an officer to
assist the court in the matter.
The Bench posted the matter for further hearing on March
25 and asked the ECI to file its
reply in two weeks.
The parties include the
Congress, NCP, AAP, CPI(M),
CPI, TMC, SP, BSP, RLD,,
Loktantrik Janata Dal and the
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK).
“The petitioners are presidents/ leaders of 21 different
national and regional political

parties (six out of seven national parties and 15 regional parties) across the country electorally representing about 70-75
percent of the people of India,”
the plea said.
It has sought quashing of the
EC guideline which provides
that random verification of
Voter Verifiable Paper Audit
Trail (VVPAT) slips shall be conducted in one polling stations in
case of assembly election and in
each assembly segment in case
of Lok Sabha election.
The plea also sought, “a further direction to the election
commission for random verification of at least 50 per cent electronic voting machines (EVM)
using the VVPAT per assembly
segment/ assembly constituency”.
The plea referred to the
1975 verdict of apex court in the
case of former Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi, which held that
free and fair elections are part of
the basic structure of the
Constitution of India.
It also referred to the 2013
verdict of apex court in the case
of BJP leader Subramanian
Swamy where it was held that
paper trail for EVM are an
“indispensable requirement” for
free and fair elections.
“The impugned guideline
issued by Respondent No.2
(Election Commission of India)

hits at the basic structure of the
Constitution by making VVPAT
completely ineffective and merely ornamental in nature as it
translates to an actual check on
less than 0.44 per cent of EVMs
in the country.
“The said Guideline, therefore, defeats the entire purpose
of introducing VVPAT and renders the judgment and directions passed by this court completely otiose,” it said.
The plea further stated that
the guideline amounts to taking
away from the left hand what
was given by the right and
reduce the safeguards and substantive essence of the judgments of this Court to a nullity.
“The petitioners submit that
a procedural or executive
instruction in the form of guidelines cannot render the main
substantive safeguard nugatory,
more so where the latter traces
itself back not only to a
Constitutional provision but,
indeed, to the basic structure of
the Constitution,” it said.
The plea further stated that
the directions are being sought
for giving effect to the judgment
of this court declaring VVPAT
as “integral and intrinsic to free
and fair elections which, in turn
are part of the basic structure of
the Constitution of India”.
Naidu, the lead petitioner,
had declared in February that

France to freeze assets of JeM chief
PTI n NEW DELHI

n a significant development, France, which had
made a fresh bid at the UN
to get Masood Azhar banned,
has decided to impose financial
sanctions on the JeM chief,
asserting that it has always
been by India’s side in the
fight against terrorism.
France along with the US
and the UK had moved a proposal in the UN Security
Council to designate the
Pakistan-based terror group
Jaish-e-Mohammed chief as a
“global terrorist”. However, the
bid was blocked by China
which put a technical hold on
the proposal.
“A deadly attack took place
in Pulwama on February 14,
2019, claiming over 40 victims

I

from the Indian police forces.
The Jaish-e-Mohammed,
which the United Nations has
deemed to be a terrorist organisation since 2001, has claimed
responsibility for this attack,”
said a joint statement by the
French Ministry of Europe and
Foreign Affairs, the French
Ministry of Economy and
Finance, and the French

Ministry of the Interior.
“France has always been
and always will be by India’s
side in the fight against terrorism,” it said.
Meanwhile, External
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj
on Friday said the leaders who
term China’s blocking of banning JeM chief Masood Azhar
at the UN a “diplomatic failure”
must see that India was alone
when the move was first made
in 2009 under the UPA rule,
while it has worldwide support
in 2019. Her remarks came a
day after Congress president
Rahul Gandhi hit out at Prime
Minster Narendra Modi over
China’s blocking of the UN resolution to designate Azhar a
global terrorist, alleging that the
PM was “weak” and “scared” of
Chinese President Xi Jinping.

the parties will be moving the
apex court against the use of
EVMs.
The move comes after the
leaders of the opposition parties
met at NCP chief Sharad Pawar's
residence.
The parties had raised
apprehensions in a meeting
with the EC in February about
the credibility of EVMs,
although the poll panel has
denied allegations of machines
being tampered with.
The EC, while announcing
the Lok Sabha election schedule,
had said that mandatory checking of EVMs and VVPAT will be
done on the basis of one polling
station for each Lok Sabha constituency.
Earlier, Kamal Nath and
Sachin Pilot last year had
approached the apex court for
conducting VVPAT verification at least 10 per cent of randomly selected polling booths in
each assembly constituency to
ensure free and fair elections in
MP and Rajasthan last year.
However, the apex court,
which was dealing with other
poll issues ahead of the assembly polls in MP and Rajasthan
had refused to go into the
VVPAT issue in its judgement
delivered on October 12, 2018
saying these issues were dealt by
the apex court in earlier petitions
and orders have been passed.

CAPSULE
PAK GOVT USURPED
KARTARPUR LAND

New Delhi: Pakistan has
“surreptitiously usurped” lands
belonging to the Kartarpur Sahib
gurdwara in the name of
developing a corridor for the
convenience of pilgrims and
objected to most of the Indian
proposals for the project,
reflecting its “double-speak”,
officials said on Friday.

BJP MAY RELEASE LIST
OF CANDIDATES TODAY

New Delhi: The BJP is likely to
release its first list of candidates
for the Lok Sabha polls on
Saturday, when its central
election committee is scheduled
to meet. The list will have the
names of candidates for the first
phase of polling, which will be
held on April 11 in 91 seats.
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BJP ahead of others in
strengthening booths
PNS n LUCKNOW

t a time when all political parties in Uttar
Pradesh were struggling
to keep their houses in order
and finalising poll strategy,
Bharatiya Janata Party was
busy working on the ground
level and strengthening organisation at booth level to ensure
that majority of its supporters
cast their votes.
“We have been working in
villages for the last one year and
have intensified our preparations in the last six months.
Party leaders and workers are
meeting people at the village
level through various programmes and connecting them
with party’s schemes and ideology,” said BJP state general
secretary Vijay Bahadur Pathak
in Lucknow on Friday.
What Pathak said was
endorsed even by Samajwadi
Party patron Mulayam Singh
Yadav a couple of weeks back
when he told party workers at
a meeting in Lucknow that the
BJP was way ahead in preparations while the SP was yet to
shortlist its candidates and
strengthen booths.
Election meetings are
being held at different levels.
Even BJP president Amit Shah

A

held meetings with booth-level
leaders and gave them the
mantra ‘booth jeeta, chunav
jeeta’ (win booth; win election)’.
Region-wise meetings
were held across Uttar Pradesh
in which booth workers were
assigned specific jobs. A senior
leader said that work was so
meticulous that ‘panna
incharge’ (in-charge of particular page of voters’ list) had
been appointed and they had
been asked to meet every
household of the ‘panna’
(page).
A series of programmes
like ‘Aapke Mann ki Baat’,
‘Chaupal pe Charcha’, ‘Bike
rally’ and ‘Vijay Yatra’ also
kept the party workers engaged.
All senior leaders, ministers
and lawmakers of the party
took part in these programmes.
Then the party started the
‘Mera Ghar, BJP ka Parivar’
campaign in which families
were asked to raise party flags

at their houses to express solidarity with the BJP.
“This programme was
aimed at involving families
with the BJP. It is true that only
die-hard activists will hoist
BJP flags atop their houses, but
it has inductive effect with
neighbours who look at the flag
regularly. This helps the party
to remain in focus of all discussions,” Pathak said.
In a series of review meetings, the party advocated
strengthening of booths. “The
theme ‘Booth jeeta, Chunav
jeeta’ was drilled in the minds
of the party workers. The working of booth committees were
monitored and booth committee chiefs were authorised to
interact directly with state or
central leaders overriding party
hierarchies.
“The booth committees
will be additionally strengthened in rural areas where the
BJP feels its network needs to
be re-worked and brought at
par with its urban centres,” the
BJP leader said.
Uttar Pradesh has been
divided into six zones and
leaders of these zones have
been asked to report on the
functioning of booth committees and address complaints on
a top priority basis.

Shivpal Yadav rules out
alliance with Congress
PNS n LUCKNOW

ragatisheel Samajwadi Party
(Lohia) chief Shivpal Singh
P
Yadav on Friday ruled out the
possibility of an alliance with
Congress in Uttar Pradesh for
the Lok Sabha polls.
Accusing the grand old
party of betrayal, Shivpal said,
“Congress leaders are liars.
They kept us in the dark even
as we waited for their response
for over a month and held several meetings. Later, they unilaterally announced the list of
their candidates.”
Talks were held between
the PSPL and the Congress for
an alliance in UP to take on
the Bharatiya Janata Party
and the Bahujan Samaj PartySamajwadi Party alliance.
Shivpal said that his party
would now focus on forging
alliance with smaller political
parties with the objective of
creating a credible secular
political alternative to the BJP.
Shivpal has already
announced that he would contest the election from
Firozabad constituency. The
sitting MP from Firozabad,
Akshay Yadav, is the son of
Shivpal’s estranged cousin and
SP leader Ram Gopal Yadav.
Friday’s development
came as another setback for

Modi to address
20 rallies in UP

Mayawati miffed at Congress
fielding BSP, SP turncoats
PNS n LUCKNOW

PNS n LUCKNOW

rime Minister Narendra
Modi will be addressing
around two dozen rallies in
Uttar Pradesh and the number
might go up if the demand arises and time permits.
A senior leader of
Bharatiya Janata Party told
‘The Pioneer’ in Lucknow on
Friday that a tentative programme suggested that Modi
would address around 20 rallies across UP during the Lok
Sabha elections.
The campaign will start
from western UP.
“It is not clear when the
Prime Minister will address the
first rally and from where, but
it is most likely that he will
kick-start his campaign after a
darshan at Shakumbhari Devi
temple in Saharanpur,” the BJP
leader said.
The first phase of Lok
Sabha election in UP starts
from April 11 with eight constituencies of west UP going to
polls.
Alliance
partners
Samajwadi Party, Bahujan Samaj
Party and Rashtriya Lok Dal will
also start their campaign from
Saharanpur on April 7.
During 2017 UP assembly
polls, Modi was initially scheduled to address 12 rallies but
later he addressed 21.
“This could be the case this
time too. UP is an important
state for us and Modiji could be
requested to address more rallies,” the BJP leader said.

P

ielding of Samajwadi Party
and Bahujan Samaj Party
F
dissidents in the Lok Sabha
polls by Congress and its general secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra’s meeting with Dalit
leader Chandrashekhar Azad
alias Ravan at a hospital in
Meerut last Wednesday has
not gone down well with the
alliance leaders, especially BSP
chief Mayawati.
The BSP brass is miffed at
the Congress welcoming former MP Kaiser Jahan into its
fold and later fielding her
from Sitapur Lok Sabha constituency.
SP turncoat Rakesh Sachan
was also first given membership
of the Congress and then fielded by the party from Fatehpur.
Sources said that SP president Akhilesh Yadav and BSP
chief Mayawati had a meeting
in Lucknow immediately after
Priyanka left the Meerut hospital after meeting Bhim Army
chief Chandrashekhar Azad.
While it was claimed that
poll strategy was discussed in
the meeting, sources claimed
that a miffed BSP chief also
deliberated on fielding grand
alliance candidates in Amethi
and Rae Bareli, the Lok Sabha
constituencies of Congress
president Rahul Gandhi and
UPA chairperson Sonia
Gandhi, respectively.
The alliance had earlier
left the seats for the Congress,
maintaining that they would
not field anyone against the
Gandhis.
Sources said that Mayawati
was upset with the Priyanka-

SP announces alliance
joint rally schedule
PNS n LUCKNOW

addressed by Bahujan Samaj
Party chief
Mayawati,
Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav and Rashtriya
Lok Dal chief Ajit Singh.
The SP said that the poll
campaign would be launched
from April 7, the beginning of
Navratri, and conclude on May
16, and the three leaders would
jointly address 11 rallies.
The first rally will be held
at Deoband in Saharanpur in
which the candidates and cadre
of the three parties from
Saharanpur, Kairana, Bijnor
and Muzaffarnagar will also
participate.
On April 13, the joint rally
will be held in Budaun followed
by a rally in Agra on April 16
and in Mainpuri on April 19.
SP patron Mulayam Singh
Yadav is the party candidate
from Mainpuri.
The joint rally at Rampur
will be held on April 20 fol-

lowed by a rally at Firozabad
and then at Kannauj on April
25 from where Akhilesh’s wife
Dimple Yadav is the SP candidate.
The alliance leaders will
address a joint rally at Faizabad
on May 1 followed by a rally at
Azamgarh on May 8.
The alliance will also
organise rallies at Gorakhpur
and Varanasi, the bastions of
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, respectively.
The rally at Gorakhpur
will be held on May 13 and the
one in Varanasi on May 16.
SP spokesman Rajendra
Chaudhary said that workers
and leaders of the SP, BSP and
RLD had closed their ranks and
would devote time and energy
for the success of the rallies and
alliance candidates.
He said all three parties
had the common goal of dislodging the Bharatiya Janata
Party from power in Delhi
and transforming BJP’s
‘mumkin’ (possible) into
‘namumkin’ (impossible).

Chandrashekhar meeting and
felt that the Congress could try
to use the Scheduled Caste
leader to make a dent in her
party’s core vote bank.
Even as Priyanka stated
that no political meaning be

derived from the courtesy visit,
the BSP leaders claimed that
the Congress had assured its
support to Chandrashekhar if
he contested from Nagina Lok
Sabha constituency, once a
favourite parliamentary seat

Party on Friday
announced the schedule of
Sjointamajwadi
poll campaign rallies to be

of Mayawati.
The apprehension of the
BSP also stems from the fact
that Chandrashekhar heads
the Bhim Army, a Dalit outfit
which wields considerable
influence over the community
in and around Saharanpur.
The Bhim Army has also
pledged its support to Congress
candidate from Saharanpur,
Imran Masood.
Some SP-BSP leaders felt
that Priyanka’s visit was part of
a ‘pressure tactic’ by the
Congress to get itself included
in the alliance.
Besides, the SP chief was
unhappy with the Congress for
fielding not only Rakesh
Sachan, but also Saleem
Sherwani against his kin
Dharmendra Yadav from
Budaun.
Meanwhile, Mayawati on
Friday asked party workers to
pay true homage to BSP ideologue Kanshi Ram by ensuring
good results in the Lok Sabha
elections.
“His birth anniversary is
being celebrated at a time when
Lok Sabha polls have been
announced and true homage to
Kanshi Ramji would be if
workers and leaders ensure
good results by remaining vigilant against tricks that our
adversaries will be resorting to,”
Mayawati said after paying floral tributes to the BSP founder
in Lucknow on Friday.
The BSP chief said that
Kanshi Ram’s birth anniversary
was usually celebrated with
grandeur but it was being
organised in a sober manner to
ensure that the Model Code of
Conduct was not violated.

Cong, Pak & China don’t SP announces 1st
want ‘strong’ PM like
candidate for MP
Modi: Shrikant Sharma
PNS n LUCKNOW

PSPL chief Shivpal Singh Yadav meeting differently-abled people at party office in
Pioneer
Lucknow on Friday

the Congress, which was
elbowed out of the BSP-SP
alliance.
Recently, Shivpal had met
UPA chairperson S onia
Gandhi and it was reported
that
the
Pragatisheel
Samajwadi Party (Lohia) could
be given 10-12 seats to contest
in UP. However, Apna Dal, led
by Krishna Patel, also claimed
of being in touch with the
C ongress top brass for
alliance.
The Congress has already

announced an alliance with
little-known Mahan Dal.
Peace
Party
leader
Mohammad Ayub also met
Congress general secretary
and UP East in-charge
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra.
Meanwhile, former minister in Akhilesh Yadav government, Aruna Kori, resigned
from the party and joined the
PSPL. Party president Shivpal
Yadav presided over a function in which Kori joined the
party.

Mathura (PTI): Uttar
Pradesh minister and MLA
fro Mathura, Shrikant Sharma,
said that a few countries and
the ppposition were hampering
the progress of India.
“Countries like Pakistan
and China have virtually
entered into an unholy alliance
to check the growth of the
country,” the state Power
Minister said at a public meeting here on Thursday evening.
The Bharatiya Janata Party
leader alleged that the same
motive was pursued by the
Congress and the grand
alliance.
The Congress, Pakistan
and China “do not want a
strong” Prime Minister like
Narendra Modi, and, instead,
they want a majboor sarkar
(weak government) and not
majboot (strong) sarkar”, the
minister said.
Sharma claimed that under

ith the selection of candidates for Lok Sabha
W
election in Uttar Pradesh

the leadership of Modi, sincere
effort had been made for the
first time to nip terrorism in the
bud — through airstrike and
surgical strike.
Corruption and terrorism
had been the greatest hurdle in
the development of the country, the minister said.
To counter it, he said, the
Modi government developed a
system of transferring the
amount meant for various welfare schemes directly into the
accounts of beneficiaries.

being almost finalised,
Samajwadi Party on Friday
announced its first candidate
for Madhya Pradesh.
On Friday, the party
announced Ratiram Bansal as
its candidate from Tikamgarh
seat of Madhya Pradesh. After
its alliance with Bahujan Samaj
Party in MP, the SP has been
given two others seats of
Balaghat and Khajuraho.
On February 15, BSP and
SP had announced a poll pact
to fight Lok Sabha elections in
MP and Uttarakhand with
the former getting a dominant
position in seat-sharing.
The SP will contest three
of the 29 Lok Sabha seats in
MP while the BSP would contest from the rest.
In Uttarakhand, which
has five Lok Sabha seats, the
SP will contest Garhwal

(Pauri) seat while the BSP
would field candidates in three
constituencies.
The seat division in MP
and Uttarakhand came a week
after the two parties
announced seat-sharing in
Uttar Pradesh, where the BSP
will fight from 38 seats and the
SP on 37.
After elbowing Congress
out of the poll pact, Akhilesh
said that the grand old party
was part of the alliance and
two seats of Rae Bareli and
Amethi had been left for it.
These two seats are represented in Lok Sabha by
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi
and United Progressive
Alliance chairperson Sonia
Gandhi, respectively.
On Tuesday, Mayawati
announced that her party
would not have any pact with
the Congress in any state.
This was a signal that the
Congress would not be made
part of the BSP-SP alliance in
MP and Uttarakhand.

18-yr-old student Huge quantity of illicit liquor seized, one held
electrocuted
T
PNS n VARANASI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n ALLAHABAD

a shocking incident, an 18High School stuIdentnyear-old
was electrocuted near a
railway line in Shantipuram
Colony of Phaphamau under
the Soraon police station on
Friday.
A pall of gloom descended on the area where the victim lived when the news of his
sudden death reached there.
On receipt of information,
the police reached the spot and
sent the body to mortuary for
post-mortem after the panchnama.
According to a report,
Avadhesh Bahadur Tiwari, a
resident of Shantipuram
Colony in Phaphamau, is posted as a teacher in an intermediate college. His only son,
Abhishek, was a student of
high school.
Abhishek had gone to cut
some branches of a Neem tree
a few metres away from his
house when he accidentally
came in contact with an electricity wire of 11,000 volt that

was dangling there. He died on
the spot.
On coming to know about
the tragedy, the locals
informed the family members
of the victim and also intimated the police about the mishap.
His family members were
inconsolable when they heard
about his tragic and untimely
death.
Meanwhile, two women
were killed and 12 others
injured in a collision between
two vehicles in the Ujhani
area of Budaun on Friday.
The accident took place in
the morning near Bitroi turn
on the Budaun-Agra road
when a van collided with a
mini truck, killing two women
on the spot, Superintendent of
Police (City) Jitendra Kumar
Srivastava said.
The identity of the
deceased is being ascertained,
he said.
The injured have been
admitted to the district hospital where the condition of four
of them was stated to be serious, the SP (City) added.

he rural police of Varanasi
recovered a huge quantity
of illicit liquor worth around
`55 lakh on Friday and arrested one person in this connection.
According to incharge of
Rohania police station, PR
Tripathi, he along with his
subordinates were at Akhri
trijunction on Friday morn-

ing when they were tipped-off
by an informer that a commercial vehicle carrying illicit liquor being taken to Bihar
was to pass through
Mirzamura.
Acting on the information, the police swung into
action and reached Akhri
crossing and launched a vehicle-checking drive there.
After some time the
policemen saw a vehicle com-

ing and signalled its driver to
stop. However, the driver
tried to flee by accelerating
the speed of the vehicle and
even tried to crush the policemen there.
However, the police succeeded in nabbing the driver.
On checking the vehicle,
the police found 8,080 bottles
of branded liquor in 300 cartons. The estimated market
value was said to be around

`55 lakh.
The police also took the
driver in its custody. He was
identified as Manjeet Singh,
a resident of Kurukehstra.
During interrogation, he told
the police that the liquor was
being taken to Bihar from
Haryana but he failed to furnish necessary documents
regarding it.
The police sent him to
jail.

QUICK TAKES
MAN SHOT OVER LAND DISPUTE

Muzaffarnagar: A 26-year-old man is in a
serious condition after he was shot by unidentified persons over a land dispute in Uttar
Pradesh’s Muzaffarnagar district, police said
Friday. The incident occurred at Jauli Village
in Morna block on Thursday evening. Waseem
was at his field when he had a confrontation with
few men about a boundary wall of the field, following which one of the them shot at him, Bhopa
police station incharge M S Gill said. Waseem
was taken to a hospital and his condition is stated to be serious. A case has been registered and
an investigation is on, the officer added.

ILLEGAL ARMS FACTORY BUSTED

Muzaffarnagar: Police busted an illegal
arms manufacturing unit in Muzaffarnagar dis-

trict and arrested one person on Friday, an officer said. Acting on a tip-off, a police team raided the factory premises at Bhasana village in
Budhana area. Seventeen pistols, nine musket
guns and 20 cartridges were seized,
Superintendent of Police (Rural) Alok Sharma
said. In a similar incident on Thursday, the
police had raided another illegal arms unit at
Tissa village in Jansath area and seized a large
quantity of arms. A man who was arrested
revealed that the illegal arms were to be supplied during the Lok Sabha polls.

2 KILLED AS TRUCK RAMS INTO TREE

Shahjahanpur: Two people were killed and
as many injured when the truck they were travelling in rammed into a roadside tree near
Khamariya village on Friday.
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Efforts on to rope in new voters
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

istrict Magistrate Kaushal
Raj Sharma, while giving
D
details about the SVEEP activities to be held for the Lok
Sabha elections, met the members of trade organisation and
heads of shopping malls at
Collectorate on Friday.
The DM said that polling
was an important part of elections and the campaign to add
new voters would be carried
out till April 8 after which voter
awareness programmes would
also be carried out till May 5.
The district administration is
carrying out a campaign ‘No
Voters To Be Left Behind’
under which 20 teams will be
constituted. The teams will sit
with laptops at various places
and check electoral rolls. A calendar schedule has been prepared for the same.
Sharma said the teams
would sit in all city malls,
Metro/railway stations and
government
buildings.
Thereafter, the teams will sit in
all the eight zones of Nagar
Nigam, all hospitals, PG colleges of the city and main
markets & crossings.
The DM said that 220 sites
had been selected for the purpose. He added that all the
members present in the meeting were supposed to tell the
people about these teams and
also about getting their names
(if missing) added to the voter

DM Kaushal Raj Sharma presiding over a meeting at Collectorate on Friday

list by filling Form 6.
The DM said that hotel and
restaurant owners had been
requested to call these teams
and allow them to camp there.
He told the traders to put up
posters encouraging people to
vote. President of Traders’
Organisation Amarnath
Mishra said they would be

2 gangs of auto-lifters
busted; 7 arrested
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

he police claimed to have
busted two gangs involved
in auto-lifting from different
places in the past 24 hours.
Seven members of the gangs
were arrested, 11 two-wheelers,
an auto-rickshaw and two country-made pistols and seven live
cartridges were found from
their possession.
The members, who were
arrested from the Gomti Nagar
area, were identified as Monu
Dubey, Ravi alias Ashfaq, Robin
Agrawal and Satish Kumar.
Pankaj Rawat, Sanjay alias
Vinod and Raj Kumar were
arrested from Madiaon.
The police said six twowheelers and an auto-rickshaw
were found from those were
arrested from Gomti Nagar
while five two-wheelers and
two country-made pistols and

T

seven live cartridges were
recovered the gang whose
members arrested from
Madiaon.
The police said an autorickshaw moving in a suspicious manner was noticed
near Virat Khand market on
Thursday night. There was
no one other than the driver
in the three-wheeler. He tried
to flee leaving the vehicle on
the spot when the police
party asked him to produce
the documents relating to
the vehicle and disclose his
identify. He identified himself
as Robin Agrawal, a resident
of Gomti Nagar.
The police picked him for
interrogation as he was often
changing his statements.
After a thorough interrogation, he disclosed he was a
part of the international gang
of auto-lifters and claimed to
have lifted over 40 twowheelers in the past one year.
He also revealed the
identity of his accomplices
who were involved in autolifting and disclosed the
police about their probable
hideouts. The police carried
three raids in Khargapur,
Maleshmau and Ujarion
areas in Gomti Nagar on
Friday morning and nabbed
Dubey, Ravi and Kumar.
The second gang was
exposed following the vigorous drive launched by the
police to check the growing
graph of two-wheeler theft in
the past one year. The police
party noticed a youth, who
was identified as Pankaj Rai,
trying to switch on the ignition of a motorcycle at the
main market of Madiaon in
the wee hours. He told the
police personnel it was his
vehicle but could not start the
engine due to a fault in the
ignition key.
While checking his claim,
the police found it was not
the two-wheeler key but the
master key. The master key is
the one which can be fitted in
all the brand of motorcycle.
He was brought to the police
station. He confessed about
his crime after a thorough
interrogation.

fully cooperative. Traders said
that after polling day, people
could avail of a discount of 1
per cent on wholesale shopping
and 2 per cent on retail while
women would get special discount if they showed inked
fingers.
The DM said that the yellow slips having details of the

voters should be distributed at
the earliest and the work be finished in the next 2-3 days.
He said that after Holi,
these slips would be distributed
with staff from the administration going from door to
door. The DM also held a
review meeting of Assured
Minimum Facilities (AMF)

booths, postal ballots, service
ballots and transportation.
In the AMF booths, the
DM expressed anger over lack
of facilities. Homeguards were
not present and the ramp facilities had also not been provided. He said all the booths
should be accessible to the differently-abled. He directed the
officials to ensure the 23
mandatory facilities at all 3,561
booths and submit a report
along with photographs.
Sharma said stern action would
be taken against those found to
be lax.
The DM also issued directions for preparations to be
completed for counting of
postal ballots and said teams
should be constituted for the
purpose. He said the postal ballots would be published soon
after the nomination process
and the list of the candidates
with their photographs would
be submitted with Form 7A for
which arrangements would be
made.
He said that all arrangements needed to be made so
that no person on polling duty
missed his chance to vote.
Reviewing the transportation
facilities, the DM said there
were over 625 light vehicles
available. He directed the
departments concerned to
make available 1,033 light vehicles. He also directed the officials to have 910 heavy vehicles
at their disposal.

(Top) Students and members of Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad during an interaction with LU Vice-Chancellor SP Singh on
Pioneer
Friday. (Above) Approved teachers gheraoing the Lucknow University V-C to press their demands

Driver molests girl
Five persons injured in in moving tempo
separate group clashes

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

n 18-year-old student was
allegedly molested by a
A
tempo driver near 1090

hree incidents of group
clashes were reported in the
T
state capital in the past 24
hours. Five persons sustained
injuries. No one was arrested so
far. The first incident was
reported
from
Hari
Chandrapur area of Garhi
Kanora under the Alambagh
police station late Thursday
night. The police said that
Suraj Kumar was living with his
two younger brothers in a
house. One of his neighbours,
identified as Sunder alias Tony,
went near his house when the
latter noticed that Suraj was sitting at the door of his house in
a drunken state.
He started demanding
money from Suraj so that he
could fetch more liquor. Suraj
straight away refused to oblige
him. Tony continued to beg for
the money but Suraj was determined not to give a penny to
him. In fit of rage, Sundar
attacked Suraj with a sharpedged weapon in which the latter sustained head injury. After
the incident, he escaped.
The screams of Suraj drew
the attention of his brothers
and other locals who rushed

him to a private nursing home
from where he was rushed to
the Trauma Centre. The condition is stated to be stable.
Tony was absconding.
Investigation is in progress.
The second incident took
place at 4 pm on Friday near
the Hanuman mandir located
in Aminabad area. The police
claimed the motive for the
clash was establishing supremacy in the market. Rajuk Sonkar
is engaged in running a tempo
stand in the area. Rajuk and his
three two accomplices clashed
with Vikas Sonkar and bashed
him up and three others who
were accompanying him to
establish their hegemony in the
market. The immediate provocation was the objection on the
parking of vehicles.
The rival groups used lathis, hockey sticks in which three
persons sustained injuries but
they escaped as soon as they
came to know that Aminabad
inspector was reaching the
market with armed constabulary. Vikas Sonkar is a vendor
in the market. Both are the residents of Khatiyan in
Kaiserbagh area. He lodged a
complaint with the police that
he was attacked by Rajuk and

his three accomplices. Rajuk is
stated to be absconding. The
police carried out raids at his
two probable hideouts at later
in the evening but failed to
trace his whereabouts.
The third incident was
reported on the premises of the
civil court under Kaiserbagh
police station. The police said
that a group of he lawyers
bashed Om Prakash, a resident
of the Thakurganj area. He was
booked for apprehension of
beach of peace while protesting
against the grabbing of the
land there. It is alleged the one
of the noted lawyers was also
involved in this incident.
Om Prakash was detained
under section of 151 CrPC
under the pressure of the
lawyer. Prakash reached the
court premises in the morning
to be produced before the judicial magistrate. Without any
provocation, it is alleged a
group of lawyer started hammering him in the court room
in which he sustained multiple
injuries. Prakash was rescued
by Thakurganj police station
inspector, who was present on
the premises. No complaint
was lodged with the police
so far.

crossing in Gomti Nagar area
on Friday afternoon. The driver was identified as Krishan
Kumar Dwivedi , a native of
Gonda district. He was
detained and sent for medical
examinations.
The student sustained
head injury when she jumped
from the moving three-wheeler to avoid any more humiliation. She left the place quietly without any one noticing
it. Probably, her parents were
informed about the incident
and she was admitted to a private nursing home in Gomti
Nagar area. Effort is being
made to trace her location for
further action. Gomti Nagar
CO AC Srivastava said the
driver was drunk and was not
in his senses. He said she
boarded the tempo from a
stand located in Gomti Nagar
area for Charbagh. Taking
the advantage of being alone
in the vehicle, the driver started misbehaving with her.
Initially, she strongly object-

Actress clears doubts about new broadcasting regime
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

emale lead of popular TV show
‘Ishq Subhan Allah’ Eisha Singh,
F
visited Lucknow on Friday to
respond to viewers’ queries pertaining to the new regime in television broadcasting and to ensure a
smooth transition.
Talking to The Pioneer, the
actress said that TV broadcasting
ecosystem was currently experiencing a paradigm shift with a uniform
pricing policy coming into place.
“Until now, DTH or cable operators
worked in a packaged bouquet environment where consumers paid a
fixed amount and received a preconfigured sets of channels. As per
TRAI’s new recommendations for
TV viewing, the power of choice has
now shifted to the viewers who will
have the freedom to choose their

favourite channels and packs and pay
only for what they want to watch.
While the move is widely beneficial
in strengthening the sector with
transparency and offering the end
customer the freedom of choice, like
any other change, it calls for a

behavioral shift amongst the masses and people across the country are
facing teething troubles as they
transition to the new pricing regime,”
she pointed out.
She said there were a lot of questions clouding people’s minds leading to myths and misconceptions,
which were holding up viewers
from making the right decisions.
While in the city, she visited the
home of a local family and clarified
all their doubts about the regime,
leaving them with an easy step-bystep guide on how to make the
smartest choices to get more bang for
their buck, without missing out on
their family’s favourite channels.
Meanwhile, regarding Lucknow
she she loved it. “It is the home town
of my mother, hence I like this place.
We used to come here when we were
kids and I enjoyed it,” she recalled.

Amity School of Fashion Technology and Amity School of Fine Arts organised
alumni homecoming on Friday. There were moments of surprise, happiness,
exhilaration and joy when people met their long-lost friends. The meet was
attended by nearly 58 alumni from 2008-2018 batches.

The girl jumped
from the moving
three-wheeler and
sustained head
injury. The driver
continued to drive
the vehicle and
was nabbed by
passersby near
the Golf Club
ed to his behaviour. She raised
an alarm when the situation
went beyond the control.
The CO said her scream
drew the attention of passersby who tried to stop the vehicle but the driver sped toward
the Golf Club crossing. She
jumped from the moving
three-wheeler in which she
sustained head injury and
was bleeding profusely.
The driver continued to
drive the vehicle and was
nabbed by passersby near the
Golf Club. One of them
informed Dial-100 about the
incident. The quick response
team reached the spot within

10 minutes. But during this
period of time, they bashed
up the driver in which he sustained multiple injuries and
his vehicle was also
damaged. The police used a
mild force when the mob
was about to set the vehicle on
fire. The driver, who was
under the influence of the
liquor, was not able to speak
when the cops tried to quiz
him. The CO said that he was
in police custody and his
statement would be recorded
when he came back into the
senses. The statement of the
student will also be recorded
for further investigation.
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20 farmers from Himachal
undergoing training at CISH

Illegal parking near Metro stns removed
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

anaging director of
Lucknow Metro Rail
M
Corporation (LMRC) Kumar
Keshav said they had removed
all the illegal parking near the
stations on the North-South
corridor with the help of SP
(Traffic).
He pointed out that they
had made proper parking
arrangements at some of the
stations. “We have already

removed all the illegal parkings in the vicinity of Metro
stations. People are still not
familiar with the idea of how
our parkings are used but we
hope that they will get used
to it in the coming days,” he
said. The LMRC managing
director said he was happy
with the kind of response
that the Metro was getting
from passengers. “We are getting an average of 60,000 passengers per day in week days

and 74,000 on holidays, and it
is a very good count. In the
coming days, we hope the
numbers to go higher. There
are all kinds of commuters,
including a large number of
school students,” he said.
“Our aim to increase the
number of passengers and for
that, we are going to schools
and the colleges and meeting
the students in order to
increase the ridership,” he
said, adding that they were

getting a good feedback from
people regarding the facilities.
About the property development to take place at the
stations, Keshav said it was a
long process and would take
time. “First, we will have to
float the tenders and then only
the vendors will come,” he
added.
Meanwhile, at Charbagh
station, a 12-year-old differently-abled child named
Mohej expressed his desire to

visit the zoo. The security
guard present in duty at the
station took tokens for
Hazratganj and helped the
child ride the train with the
help of a wheelchair.
A message was conveyed
to the Hazratganj station to be
ready with a wheelchair as the
approaching train had a polioaffected passenger travelling
in it. The child was received by
the station controller and then
sent to the zoo in a rickshaw.

Workshop on climate resilient agriculture Focus on awareness
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

wenty farmers from Mandi
district of Himachal
T
Pradesh are undergoing a 5-day
training on the integrated management of mango and guava
at Central Institute of
Subtropical Horticulture
(CISH). CISH director
Shailendra Rajan said
Himachal was famous for luscious apples but with the
changing climate scenario,
farmers were interested to cultivate subtropical fruits in valleys of the state.
He said that a drive had
been taken up for intensive culture of subtropical fruits like
mango and guava which could
fetch good prices in the local
market. “The farmers are very
much interested in these crops
as they foresee livelihood support through these crops. The
farmers said they do not have
solution to many of the problems faced in mango cultivation like pests like shoot gall
psylla, fruit blackening, etc
whereas guava turns hard due
to severe winter and they do
not know to regulate the crop
to produce it at appropriate

time to get good quality fruits
of higher price,” he said.
Rajan pointed out that in
Himachal, guava was mostly
produced during rainy season
and severely attacked by fruit fly.
“Many farmers could get produce from litchi cultivation,
but they also faced several problems. Pomegranate is grown
wild in sub-Himalayan region,
therefore, farmers have started
growing this new crop which
has made farmers millionaires
in many states like Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Gujarat. The farmers are
interested to know about problems they face and also to learn
new technology which can help
them in producing high value
crop,” he said. They have learnt
through internet and print
media that apple-ber and jamun
can be prospective crops for
their region. “Therefore, they
want to try commercial cultivation of these crops under the
guidance of CISH. Although
most of these crops are existing
in their state, the problem of
indiscriminate and inferior varieties planting, limited knowledge about the crop are the
major constraints in develop-

ment of subtropical fruit industry in the state,” he added.
The scientists of CISH will
guide the farmers on various
aspects emphasising practical
issues of crop husbandry and
post-harvest aspects. “Among
the group, three farmers are
interested to start nursery of
high-yielding promising new
varieties of fruit crops in their
areas so that the plants are
made locally available to fellow
farmers. They were very much
impressed after seeing a hightechnique nursery of the institute where they could get firsthand information about many
of the techniques which are not
known in their state. CISH is
helping the Himachal Pradesh
farmers in promoting the subtropical fruit industry in their
state by providing mother plant
grafts of new varieties, help in
establishment of nursery and
providing knowhow for the
production technology of the
fruit crops,” Rajan said.
The farmers are convinced
that they will be able to replicate
the technology in their own
state and the techniques learnt
at the institute will help them
improve their livelihood.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

consultation meeting on
Climate
Resilient
A
Agriculture was organised at a
city hotel by AIM Trust,
OXFAM India and Sohratgarh
Environmental Society. UPSDMA director Balbir Singh spoke
about the disaster issue of Uttar
Pradesh. He said UP was the
most populous and fifth largest
state of the country with a population of about 200 million. It
was contributing about 17 per
cent to the India population, he
added.
“Though Uttar Pradesh has
achieved double digit economic growth, 38 per cent of the
rural population is surviving
below Rs 29 per capita per day
and small landholder farmers
and landless agriculture workers are among the most vulner-

able communities and about 92
per cent of the farmers are
small landholders. About 78 per
cent (about 155.5 million) population is rural, residing in
more than 106,000 census villages,” he added. The speakers
stated that agriculture was the
primary and largest employment providing sector in the
state. “The sector is providing
direct employment to 59 per
cent of the total and 72.4 per
cent of rural workers (36 per
cent cultivators and 36.4 per
cent agriculture labourer).
Agriculture is, therefore, the
most crucial sector for socio
economic development of the
state. “Though it contributes the
highest share of 22% to the total
income of the state, the productivity of major crops is still
a major concern. The groundwater is depleting at a fast rate

in many areas due to overexploitation. Some other areas
are affected by water logging,
resulting in soil degradation due
to shallow water table. Excessive
use of chemicals in the field also
contributes to declining water
quality and natural resource
base which urges for sustainable
agriculture promotion,” the
speakers highlighted. They further said that UP was multi-hazard prone and vulnerable to
recurring floods and drought.
Out of the total geographical
area of 240.93 lakh hectare,
73.06 lakh hectare (about 30
percent) is flood prone with
major part falling in Terai region
of eastern UP. It is estimated that
flood is affecting about 27 lakh
hectare of land (NIDM).
“Entire Bundelkhand
region (southern part) and parts
of south western part are
drought prone. Besides, fire in
summers, extreme weather conditions including hailstorm,
heat and cold waves, sudden
change in temperature etc are
also aggravating vulnerabilities
of the farmers. The agriculture
and farmers are highly exposed
to natural calamities and
extreme weather conditions
arising due to climate change,”
the speakers stated.

SCHOOLSCAN
DIVINE EDUCATION
CONFERENCE
City Montessori School,
Aliganj Campus I, organised
‘Divine
Education
Conference’ at Gomti Nagar
Campus II auditorium on
Friday. The students presented a number of educational-cultural items. They
presented meaningful talks
on life values, global thinking,
serving the humanity and
excellence in all things showcasing the methodology of
all-round development. The
occasion became joyous with

the happy faces of the prizewinners in class examinations and in various contests
held throughout the year.
Earlier, CMS founder Jagdish
Gandhi inaugurated the function by lighting the lamp of
learning. Addressing the
gathering, he said: “There
are three sources of knowledge — home, school and
society — where the atmosphere should be congenial
enough to allow the development of students in all
three spheres of life (material, human and divine).”

Avoid politically coloured posts on social
media, UP cops told ahead of LS polls
Lucknow (PTI): Police
personnel in Uttar Pradesh
have been directed to exercise
restraint while posting on social
media and avoid any “politically
coloured” remarks that may call
into question their impartiality in the upcoming Lok Sabha
polls. “We have advised our
personnel to avoid social media
updates which might be controversial and show them
favouring any political party.
The message should not go that
cops are for or against any political party,” Director General of
Police (DGP) OP Singh told
PTI. By showing “restraint” in
their social media activities,

police personnel can discharge
their duties better and people
can come to them with their
grievances without any fear, he
said. The advisory to the police
personnel also said that they
“should avoid taking any gift
from any political party or
candidate, avoid posting politically coloured social media
updates and remain impartial
and non-partisan during the
polls”.
The police personnel have
been asked not to get influenced
by any political party or indulge
in harassment of political workers, leaders or supporters. “The
policemen through their con-

duct should not express support
for any political personality or
group,” he said, asking them to
avoid discussing voting preferences for any party or leader.
The UP Police has around
1.85 lakh personnel. The DGP
had issued an advisory in
October last year after the murder of Apple executive Vivek
Tiwari in the state capital in
which two constables were
allegedly involved. The two
cops were sacked after the incident. The family members and
friends of the two sacked constables had started a campaign
on social media in their favour,
even soliciting funds from peo-

ple to fight their case. After the
media reports regarding this,
the DGP had issued a 17-point
charter for the police personnel
on social media activities to prevent any “bad name to the
force”. For polls, the UP DGP
has asked the personnel to
honestly discharge their duties
before and during the polling
process in the state, which
accounts for 80 Lok Sabha
seats. The Election Commission
has announced the schedule for
polls, which will be held in
seven phases in Uttar Pradesh
between April 11 and May 19,
with the counting of votes to be
held on May 23.

SHUATS convocation held

PNS n ALLAHABAD

he prestigious 12th convocation
of
Sam
Higginbottom University of
Agriculture, Technology &
Sciences (SHUATS) was
organised successfully. The
chief guest on the occasion
was Dr Nicholas J Wood,
Dean of Centre for
Christianity and Culture,
University of Oxford, United
Kingdom. The programme
started with the national
anthem followed by devotional songs. Chancellor Dr
JA Oliver declared the 12th
convocation for Sam

T

Higginbottom University of
Agriculture, Technology &
Sciences students open. He
quoted, “we do not know
what future is but we know
our future is safe in hands of
God. On this occasion I
heartily congratulate and
bless for your bright future.”
He added that those
passed out from this university did not only possessed degrees but learnt
values too which would help
them in achieving success
and carving out a niche for
themselves in their lives.
He gave away the ICAR
Best Teacher Awards to Prof

Joy Dowson (Agronomy),
Dr Varginia Paul (Home
S cience), Dr. Jenet ha
Imanuel (Food S cience
Engineering), Dr Sandeep
GM
Pras ad
(D air y
Engineer ing), and Dr
Neelam Khare (Forestry).
The Chancellor also presented 134 gold and 107 silver medals to meritorious
students. Dr RB Lal congratulated the recipients of
degrees and medals and told
them that they were now
ready to give their valuable
contribution in the development of nat ion. He
emphasised the importance
of having a vision for
achieving success and the
role of sustainability in
human life. On the occasion
the Vice-Chancellor administered oath to all degree
recipients that they would
devote their lives to serve
the nation with full integrity, honesty and dedication,
will impart knowledge and
maintain professional ethics,
moral values of highest
standard and remain faithful to God, nation and alma
mater.

about consumer rights

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

orld Consumer Rights
Day was celebrated at
W
Integral University auditorium on Friday for awareness
and solidarity of consumer
movement. The theme for
World Consumer Rights Day
this year was ‘Trusted Smart
Products’.
“All of us are consumers
and this day is to highlight what
consumers want and need from
a connected world and how
important it is to put them at
the heart of the development of
these digital products and services. From smartphones to
wearable fitness trackers to
voice-activated assistants and
smart TVs, many of the products we use are increasingly
becoming connected by
default, so knowing our online
and smart products rights
becomes even more important,” Chancellor, Integral
University, Syed Wasim Akhtar
said.
Former chairman of
Consumer Forum (Lucknow)
Justice Vijay Verma said: “We
must approach a consumer
forum when in need. About Rs
100 court fee, a receipt and the
written complaint are all what
you need to take your case to
the court.”
Former judge, Allahabad
Court, Justice Raghvendra
Kumar was the chief guest on

the occasion. He spoke about
the magnitude of technology
and awareness required. “Smart
products are connected to the
internet and receive, collect and
send data. Globally, there are
currently 23.1 billion smart
products in the world, outnumbering people three to
one. As more people come
online across the world and our
connection to the internet
becomes better and faster,
smart products will become
more of a day-to-day reality for
consumers everywhere, marking a major change in the way
many consumers interact with
products and services,” he said.
Additional Chief Secretary
Shambu Nath Shukla, who was
the guest of honour, spoke
about basic rights of consumers. “The right to safety, to
be informed, to choose, and to
be heard are the basic consumer
rights.
The
International Organisation of
Consumer Unions has added
four more rights — the right to
redress, to satisfaction of basic
needs, to consumer education
and a healthy environment,” he
explained.
The programme was
organised by the Faculty of
Commerce and Management.
Dean, Management and
Research, Anoop Saxena pointed out that it was not the customer, but consumer, who was
the real king.

CITYBRIEFS

State Bank of India launched ‘YONO cash withdrawl without debit card’ at LHO Building in Lucknow on Friday

TEDHI PULIA FLYOVER
The National Highway division of Public
Works Department gas started making preparations for construction of Tedhi Pulia flyover. An
official said they were carrying out geo-testing of
soil. Executive engineer Dharam Veer Singh said
the flyover would be constructed on Tedhi Pulia
crossing and would have Khurram Nagar on one
side and Engineering College crossing on the
other. It will connect with the NH24A and have
an approach road of 1,200 metres and a balance
section of 400 metres. The executive engineer said
that the project was for a period of one-and-a-half
years and would cost Rs 90 crore. He said it would
drastically reduce the traffic at Tedhi Pulia.

MOOT COURT COMPETITION
Amity Law School organised its 12th
National Moot Court Competition. Justice
Vishnu Sahai (retd) and Justice Vivek Chaudary,
Lucknow bench of Allahabad High Court, along
with officiating ProV-C of Amity University
(Lucknow campus) Sunil Dhaneshwar and mentor of Amity Law School Naresh Chandra,
inaugurated the event. Justice Vivek Choudhary
said: “Law is a difficult and tiring profession

requiring perfection”. The dignitaries were presented a memento as a token of gratitude followed
by the unveiling of the souvenir. The first day of
the competition comprised researcher test and
memorial exchange. There were a total of 66 participating teams including 12 national law universities.

STATE BANK OF INDIA
State Bank of India (SBI), the largest commercial bank in terms of assets, deposits,
branches, customers and employees, is also the
largest mortgage lender in the country. As on
December 31, 2018, the bank has a deposit base
of over Rs 28 lakh crore with CASA ratio of 45%
and advances of over Rs. 21 lakh crore. SBI commands around 34% of market share in home and
auto loans. The bank has the largest network of
22,000 branches in India and an ATM / CDM
network of over 58,000. The number of customers using internet banking facility are close
to 5.73 crore and mobile banking services stand
at 1.32 crore. Downloads for YONO, an integrated digital and lifestyle platform by SBI, are
over 18 million, with more than 10 lakh logins
per day.
With Holi just a
few days away,
Yugdhara
Foundation
distributed
sprinklers
among students
of a primary
school in
Kanpur on
Friday.
Foundation’s
general secretary
Saumya Mishra
and other
members were
present on the
occasion.

nation 05

LUCKNOW | SATURDAY | MARCH 16, 2019

BJP’s 1st list likely today Cong may forge alliance
100 candidates to be named from UP, Maha,
Bihar, Assam, Odisha, U’khand for 1st phase
DEEPAK K UPRETI n NEW DELHI

s many Opposition parties
have already released their
first list of candidates for the
Lok Sabha polls, the BJP is
expected to announce its first
list of about 100 Lok Sabha candidates on Saturday which may
include candidates from Uttar
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Bihar,
Assam, Odisha, Uttarakhand
and other States slated for first
phase of polling on April 11.
The party is ready to deny
tickets to a substantial number
of sitting MPs to beat antiincumbency. The strategy would
be a continuation of party’s
exercise during the Assembly
polls when it did not repeat over
50 per cent of the incumbent
MLAs in some of the States.
According to sources, a list
of 10 candidates from Assam
has been finalised with BJP’s
trouble shooter and State
Minister Himanta Biswas Sarma
expected to replace current MP
RP Sharma from Tezpur.
Assam would go to poll in
the first phase on Aril 11 when
91 LS seats would go to polls
across the country.
BJP MP Varun Gandhi,
who won from Sultanpur, UP,
would be shifting to Pilibhit,
her mother Maneka Gandhi’s
constituency. The Congress
has fielded Sanjay Singh, a
royal scion and Rajya Sabha
member, from Sultanpur Lok
Sabha constituency.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is to repeat from Varanasi
Lok Sabha seat from Uttar
Pradesh and his second seat is
yet to be finalised. In 2014 Lok
Sabha polls Modi had
won from Vadodara, Gujarat
too. Contesting a second seat is
not ruled out this time also,
sources said.

q Party to deny tickets
to substantial number
of sitting MPs to beat
anti-incumbency
q Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is to
repeat from Varanasi;
his second seat is yet
to be finalised
q Varun Gandhi who
won from
Sultanpur would be
shifting to Pilibhit, her
mother Maneka
Gandhi’s constituency
q List of 10 candidates
from Assam has been
finalised

A

BJP may even again field
Mriganka Singh, a Gujjar, from
the Kairana LS seat, which she
had lost to an SP candidate in
a bypoll. There would be many
like Arjun Singh (West Bengal
MLA, who crossed over to the
BJP from TMC), Arvind
Sharma (Congress MP from
Karnal, Haryana) and Tom
Vaddakan (Congress leader
from Kerala) who joined the
BJP on Thursday would also be
fielded by the party.
The election for 543 parliamentary seats will be held in
seven phases till May 19 and
the counting of votes will be
taken up on May 23.
Modi, party president Amit
Shah and senior BJP leaders
will attend the central election
committee meeting on
Saturday to consider and
finalise the list approved by the
State committees.
All 42 seats in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana will
go to the polls in the first phase
with a fraction of constituencies in many other States,
including Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,

EC to map almost
every LS constituency
PNS n NEW DELHI

he Election Commission’s
multi-department commitT
tee on election intelligence will
aim to map almost every Lok
Sabha constituency to check
transportation of smuggled
goods, drugs and liquor, besides
cash and fake currency.
The first meeting of the
EC’s election intelligence units
held on Thursday and top
most on its agenda was “curbing covert expenditure” by candidates and political parties in
the upcoming Lok Sabha elections. More than 15 agencies
topmost officers attended the
meeting in an effort to operate
in a coordinated manner to
check economic offences during elections.
During the meeting, the
Heads of Tax Boards, Law
enforcement agencies, Central
Paramilitary Forces and representatives of Financial
Institutions assured the
Commission of prompt 24X7
expenditure monitoring and
surveillance action and implementation of instructions to
ensure curbing of abuse of
money power in elections. In
2014, as many as Rs 300 crore
seized as dubious transaction
across the country during polls.

The issues discussed at the
meeting included ways of curbing of covert expenditure by
candidates and political parties;
sensitisation of the law enforcement agencies about their role
during elections; co-operation
and sharing of intelligence of
economic offences among law
enforcement agencies for effective action; preparation of
roadmap for action during the
elections; mapping of constituencies by concerned agencies to check transportation of
smuggled goods, drugs, liquor
and cash, including fake currency, through seaports, interstate borders and international borders and pro-active and
preventive action by each law
enforcement agency.
Sources said the EC
intends to cover all areas related to flow of illegal money during the elections, from the
generation of such funds to the
movement of funds across borders and states and its ultimate
distribution as bribe to influence voters ahead of elections,
so as to ensure free and fair
polls. Sources said the EC has
chalked out a stringent plan
with different enforcement
agencies to ensure that there are
no illegal cash transactions
during campaigning.

ISSUES DISCUSSED AT MEETING

q The BJP has done
elaborate exercise to
zero in on the winning
candidates after
receiving public
feedback

Arvind Sharma likely to contest from Karnal
New Delhi: Three-term Lok Sabha MP
Arvind Sharma, who joined the BJP on
Friday, might be fielded from Karnal
in Haryana, a constituency he had represented in the lower House twice. The
Brahmin leader had won from Sonepat
as an Independent candidate in 1996
and then won from Karnal on a
Congress ticket in 2004 and 2009 but
lost to the BJP’s Ashwini Chopra in
2014.
PNS

Maharashtra, West Bengal,
Odisha and Assam, also to
witness polling on April 11.
The Assembly polls in
Andhra Pradesh and Odisha
will be held simultaneously
with the general election.
A suggestion has been made
that Modi should be contesting
from Puri in Odisha, where the
BJP is set to give Biju Janata Dal
(BJD) a tough fight in the
Assembly polls, sources said.
The BJP has done elaborate
exercise to zero in on the winning candidates after receiving
public feedback as also making
its own assessment of perfor-

mances of its MPs in the
respective States by constituting committees headed by a
central leader. For Delhi’s seven
LS constituencies, senior BJP
leader Nirmala Sitharaman was
deputed to assess performances
of the incumbent MPs. Former
Team India player Gautam
Gambhir’s name has also been
going round for one of the
seven seats in Delhi.

with Shivpal, Ravan
PNS n NEW DELHI

iven the cold shoulder by
the Samajwadi Party (SP)
G
and the Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) in Uttar Pradesh, the
Congress has worked upon
another
kind
of
Mahagathbandhan in the crucial State ahead of the Lok
Sabha polls.
The grand old party,
according to sources, is likely
to forge an alliance with
Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party
(PSP), headed by estranged SP
leader Shivpal Yadav and with
Bhim Army, led by
Chandrashekar Azad Ravan,
who hogged headlines after
being visited by Congress general secretar y Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra.
While Shivpal represents
the OBC community, Bhim
Army accounts for sizeable
number of SC votes which the
Congress is eyeing to capture
after being sidelined by
Akhilesh Yadav-Mayawati
combine. Sources said the
Congress, which has so far
announced 25 Lok Sabha seats,
may give a share of 10 seats to
both the parties.
Shivpal, who had met
Priyanka Gandhi in a closeddoor meeting in Delhi on
Thursday, expressed his
resentment over the delay
but remained hopeful for the
announcement of an
alliance soon.
Congress sources said
while the State unit cadre
sounds ok with the alliance
with Shivpal, who is an old
warhorse of his erstwhile party
SP, the national leadership is of
the opinion that the relations

- According to national leadership, Akhilesh Yadav and Rahul
Gandhi continue to remain cordial that could come handy post
elections results
- Sources said the Congress
may give a share of 10 seats
to both the parties
- Either with an alliance or no
alliance, Shivpal has already
announced his interest in
contesting from Firozabad Lok
Sabha constituency
- Bhim Army chief
Chandrashekhar announced he
will contest the Lok Sabha
elections against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi from
the Varanasi seat

between Akhilesh Yadav and
Rahul Gandhi continue to
remain cordial that could come
handy post elections results.
Congress sources said
Chandrashekhar will make up
for the BSP loss given its considerable sway among the
Dalits who have been
Mayawati’s electoral mainstay
all these years.
UP Congress media coordinator Lallan Kumar said the
Congress has always welcomed
like-minded parties for an
alliance. Several smaller parties,
including the PSP, are
in touch with the Congress top
leadership which has to take
the final call.
Shivpal continues to be a
MLA from Jaswantnagar seat
but formed a separate political
outfit following resentment
with his nephew Akhilesh due

to family feuds over the leadership of SP patriarch Mulayam
Singh Yadav.
Either with an alliance or
no alliance, Shivpal has already
announced his interest in contesting from Firozabad Lok
Sabha constituency. The current MP from Firozabad is
Akshay Yadav, who is the son
of Shivpal’s estranged brother
Ram Gopal Yadav.
During the Yadav family
feud in 2016, Ram Gopal had
sided with Akhilesh Yadav.
Shivpal is believed to have an
influence in Firozabad and its
adjoining districts and is capable of giving a tough fight to the
incumbent MP. Shivpal is also
in talks to field two candidates
in Tamil Nadu and two candidates in Karnataka.
For his part, Bhim Army
chief Chandrashekhar in a rally

Bhim Army chief Chandrashekhar Azad
during a rally at Jantar Mantar in New
Delhi on Friday Ranjan Dimri | Pioneer

with BSP founder Kanshi Ram’s
sister on Friday announced
that
he
will
contest the Lok Sabha elections
against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi from the
Varanasi seat, a move that is
likely to upset the SP-BSP
alliance in Uttar Pradesh.
“I will challenge Narendra
Modi in Varanasi... To protect
the Constitution and the rights
of Dalits. I do not want to
become an MP or MLA. Had
that been the case, I would have
chosen a reser ved seat,”
Chandrashekar said.
Until now, the Bhim Army
had been saying that it won’t
contest elections. It had welcomed the SP-BSP alliance in
the State and said it would support anyone who’s ready to take
on the BJP and fight for Dalit
rights.

Bengal has maximum of 1st-time voters: EC One failed, other
PNS n NEW DELHI

est Bengal has the maximum number of firsttime voters in the coming Lok
Sabha election, followed by
Uttar Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh. According to Election
Commission data, 20.10 lakh
first-time voters will be exercising their franchise in West
Bengal. Uttar Pradesh and
Madhya Pradesh have 16.70
lakh and 13.60 lakh first-time
voters, respectively.
The number of people eligible to vote in Lok Sabha polls
beginning next month has
increased by 8.4 crore as compared to the 2014 general election, and these include 1.5 crore
“young voters” who are in the
18-19 age group and would
exercise their franchise first
time.
Over 1.5 crore voters are in

W

ACCORDING TO ELECTION COMMISSION DATA
q 20.10 lakh first-time voters
will be exercising their
franchise in West
Bengal
q Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya
Pradesh
have 16.70
lakh and
13.60 lakh
first-time
voters
respectively
q Rajasthan, Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu and Andhra
Pradesh have 12.8 lakh, 11.9

the age group of 18-19 years.
These “young voters” constitute
1.66 per cent of the total electors.
Rajasthan, Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu and Andhra

lakh, 8.9 lakh and 5.3 lakh
first-time voters
q Delhi has 97,684 firsttime voters
q Rajasthan,
Arunachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand,
Sikkim, Manipur
have 12 lakh,
27,342, 85673,
20,200, and
28,614 first time
voters respectively
q Number of first time voters
decreased by 30 per cent in
2019 in Telangana

Pradesh have 12.8 lakh, 11.9
lakh, 8.9 lakh and 5.3 lakh firsttime voters, respectively. Delhi
has 97,684 first-time voters.
Rajasthan, Arunachal Pradesh,

Uttarakhand, Sikkim, Manipur
have 12 lakh, 27,342, 85673,
20,200, and 28,614 first time
voters respectively.
The number of first time
voters decreased by 30 per cent
in 2019 in Telangana when
compared to 2014. The number
of first time voters was 2.3 crore
in 2014 and is 1.5 crore in 2019.
Nearly 900 million people
have so far registered for the
17th Lok Sabha elections, out
of which 15 million are firsttime voters between the age of
18-19. This includes the citizens who turned 18 on 1
January, and have been registered as electors. This first-time
voters account for 1.66 per cent
of the total electorate, compared to the last Lok Sabha
elections in 2014, where the
voter turnout was recorded to
be 814.5 million, including
23.1 million new voters.

Cong seeks EC’s intervention in Address DMK’s plea
removing hoardings of Modi Govt on bypolls, SC to EC
New Delhi: A delegation of
Congress leaders on Friday
approached the Election
Commission (EC) and sought its
intervention in removing hoardings projecting achievements of
the Narendra Modi Government,
claiming it is a violation of the
model code of conduct.
“It has come to our notice
that hoardings and advertisements featuring the Prime
Minister and projecting his
Government’s achievements are
being displayed at public places Congress leader RPN Singh and others leave after meeting with Election
Ranjan Dimri | Pioneer
and most notably petrol pump Commission of India in New Delhi on Friday
stations across the country despite the memorandum submitted by the party leadannouncement of the schedule of the Lok ers said.
The Congress demanded that the EC
Sabha elections. “The said display is not only
in violation of the model code of conduct but issue directions for immediate removal of all
also represent misuse of public funds and offi- such hoardings and also seek a compliance
PNS
cial machinery for campaign purposes,” the report in the matter.

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on
Friday asked the Election Commission
to respond to the DMK’s plea
seeking directions to the poll panel for
holding by-elections in three
vacant Assembly constituencies in
Tamil Nadu.
A Bench comprising justices SA
Bobde and SA Nazeer asked the EC to
file its response within two weeks.
The DMK has questioned the
poll panel’s move to not hold by-elections in Tiruparankundram,
Ottapidaram and Aravakurichi.
Senior advocate Abhishek Manu
Singhvi, appearing for the DMK, told
the bench that it is “bizarre” that the
Election Commission is holding byelections for 18 of 21 vacant Assembly
constituencies in the State.
The by-elections are slated to be
held on April 18 along with the Lok
Sabha polls.
PTI

won’t take-off: Jaitley
on Gandhi siblings

PNS n NEW DELHI

ontinuing his attack against
the Congress and its first
C
family, Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley on Friday took a jibe at
the entry of Priyanka Gandhi
into politics and targeted
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi too in the same breath.
“One failed. The other won’t
take-off,” he said as he continued the series of his blogs on
‘Agenda 2019’.
Generation after generation, the Congress Party’s leadership berth is reserved for a
member of the preferred family, he said as he traced the
post-independence history of
the party from Jawaharlal
Nehru to Indira Gandhi to
Sanjay Gandhi to Rajiv Gandhi.
He said the Congress tried
to remove itself from the shackles of dynasty for a brief period after the unfortunate assassination of Rajiv Gandhi but
could not get out of its clutches for long.
“Smt. Sonia Gandhi then
took over as the longest serving
President of the Indian National
Congress and thereafter passed
on the leadership baton of the
Party to her son Rahul Gandhi.
“Thus, generation after generation, the Congress Party’s lead-

ership berth is reserved for a
member of the preferred family. When the Party is now in
doldrums, another member of
the family has entered the
scene,” said the senior BJP
leader who is in-charge of
party’s publicity committee.
Jaitley was referring to
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, who
has been recently appointed as
Congress general secretary incharge of eastern Uttar
Pradesh.
The Finance Minister further said: “The key question is
- will the dynastic parties learn
from their 2014 drubbing and
a possible defeat in 2019?
Possibly not. It is here that the
people of India will have to
bring about a change. India is
not a monarchy. Neither is it a
kingdom or dynastic democracy. Dynasts disapprove persons of talent and merit. “The
real strength of democracy
will be realised when myth of
dynasties is finally buried and
these parties are taken over by
men of competence and merit.
That will provide Indians with
a better choice.”
The another curious feature, he said, is that most families where a single dynast created the party, have moved into
the next generation.

m To check transportation of
smuggled goods, drugs and
liquor, besides cash
and fake currency
m Ways of curbing of
covert expenditure
by candidates and
political parties
m Sensitisation of the
law enforcement
agencies about their
role during elections

m Co-operation and sharing of
intelligence of economic
offences among law
enforcement agencies
for effective action
m Preparation of
roadmap for action
during the elections
m Pro-active and
preventive action by
each law
enforcement agency

MASOOD GLOBAL
TERRORIST MOVE

In 2009 India was alone while in 2019 it has worldwide support: Sushma
PNS n NEW DELHI

ountering the Opposition’s
“diplomatic failure” jab
after China blocked branding
of JeM chief Masood Azhar at
global terrorist at the UN for
the fourth time, External
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj
on Friday sought to put the
records straight asserting that
the critics must see that India
was alone when the move was
first made in 2009 under the
UPA rule, while it has world-

C

wide support in 2019.
Her remarks came a day
after Congress president Rahul
Gandhi hit out at Prime
Minster Narendra Modi over
China’s blocking of the UN resolution to designate Azhar a
global terrorist, alleging that the
PM was “weak” and “scared” of
Chinese President Xi Jinping.
Taking to Twitter, Sushma
said she wants to apprise the
people of the facts regarding
the listing of Azhar under the
United Nations Sanctions

Committee.
“The proposal has been
mooted four times. In 2009,
India under the UPA
Government was the lone proposer. In 2016, India’s proposal was co-sponsored by US,
France and UK. In 2017, US,
UK and France moved the
proposal. In 2019, the proposal was moved by US, France
and UK and supported by 14 of
the 15 UN Security Council
members and also co-sponsored by Australia, Bangladesh,

Italy and Japan — non-members of the Security Council,”
she said in a series of tweets.
She asserted that India had
secured “unprecedented support” from the international
community for listing the Jaishe-Mohammed (JeM) chief
under the UN Sanctions
Committee.
“I have shared these facts
with you so that leaders who
describe this as our diplomatic failure may see for themselves that in 2009, India was

alone. In 2019, India has the
worldwide support,” she maintained.
Rahul had attacked the
prime minister and said he has
not spoken on China blocking
the resolution in the UN
Security Council (UNSC).
Slamming
the
Government, Congress chief
spokesperson
Randeep
Surjewala had said, “Sadly,
Modiji’s foreign policy has
been a series of diplomatic
disasters.”

The proposal has been mooted four times. In 2009, India under the
UPA Government was the lone proposer. In 2016, India’s proposal was
co-sponsored by US, France and UK. In 2017, US, UK and France
moved the proposal. In 2019, the proposal was moved by US, France
and UK and supported
by 14 of the 15 UN
Security Council
members and also cosponsored by
Australia, Bangladesh,
Italy and Japan —
non-members of the
Security Council
SUSHMA SWARAJ
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DMK marks constituencies with allies
KUMAR CHELLAPPAN n
CHENNAI

ountdown for the April 18
election to the Lok Sabha
C
from Tamil Nadu commenced
in style on Friday with the
DMK, leading the United
Progressive Alliance (UPA)
releasing the details of the
constituencies from where it
and other alliance partners
would contest the polls.
The names of constituencies were released by MK
Stalin, president of the DMK,
who has been described as the
future Chief Minister of the
State by Congress president
Rahul Gandhi.
Leaders of other parties
figuring in the UPA were present at the function held at
Anna Arivalayam, the DMK
headquarters and expressed
their satisfaction over the amiable way the constituencies
have been allocated. The
AIADMK-led front is expected to release the constituencies
from where the parties would
contest in a day or two according to party sources.
As per the list released by
Stalin on Friday, the DMK
would contest from 20 con-

DMK president MK Stalin releases a list of constituencies allotted to the allies in the presence of coalition leaders, including
TNCC chief KS Alagiri and MDMK's Vaiko at Anna Arivalayam in Chennai on Friday
PTI

stituencies. They are North
Chennai, Central Chennai,
South
Chennai,
Kancheepuram, Thenkasi,
Sriperumbudur, Arakkonam,
Velloor, Arani, Dharmapuri,
Thiruvannamalai, Cuddalore,
Kallakurichi, Nilgiris, Pollachi,
Myladuthurai, Thanjavur,

Thoothukudi, Dindigul and
Tirunelveli.
The Congress which has
been allocated ten seats including the one from Puducherry
would
contest
from
Kanyakumari,
Theni,
Virudhunagar, Trichy, Salem,
Karur, Krishnagiri, Sivagangai

and Thiruvallur,
Nagapattinam
and
Thiruppur , centres with stories
of communist uprisings have
been allocated to the CPI. The
CPI(M) would field candidates
from Madurai and Coimbatore.
The VCK, a Dalit militant outfit, has been allocated

Chidambaram
and
Villupuram. The MDMK led
by the volatile Vaiko would
field its candidate from Erode,
a district known for its
Dravidian militancy.
In an interesting development, the DMK has acceded to
the demand of Muslin League
which has been pressing hard
for the Ramanathapuram constituency. The KMDK and the
IJK, two caste outfits would
contest from Namakkal and
Perambalur respectively.
T Ramakrishnan, author,
commentator and keen observer of Dravidian politics said
that the list was in expected
lines though there are a few
surprises. “The DMK allocating the Karur constituency to
the Congress is a major development. Thambi Durai, the
deputy Speaker of the Lok
Sabha, is expected to seek reelection from this constituency. Senthil Balaji, former
AIADMK leader hailing from
the district had quit the party
and had joined the TTV
Dhinakaran led AMMK and
then quit it to cast his luck with
the DMK in the hope of taking on Thambi Durai,” said
Ramakrishnan. Many political

commentators too pointed out
that the DMK is not strong in
Karur.
“Though the DMK has
strong roots in Karur it left it
to the Congress. I would say the
DMK could have given South
Chennai to Congress and taken
Karur. In these two constituencies, the DMK-led front
would have got better chances
had the party done the way I
have suggested,” opined
Ramakrishnan.
The Dravidian major has
focussed more on northern
Tamil Nadu leaving a major
chunk of the southern parts to
its allies. Interestinglym the
DMK would field candidates in
Thoothukudi and Tirunelveli
where it registered impressive
wins in the 2016 assembly
constituencies.
The fights which would
see sparks flying (the direct
duels between the traditional
rivals DMK and the
AIADMK) would be known
only after the AIADMK
comes out with its list of seats
and candidates.
Tamil Nadu goes to the
polls on April 18 as part of the
second phase of the Lok Sabha
election.

Poll code: TN Govt orders
enquiry on Rahul's
interaction with students
Chennai: Tamil Nadu
Government has ordered an
enquiry on how a college here
gave its nod for Congress president Rahul Gandhi to interact
with its students when the
Model Code of Conduct is in
force.
The top Congress leader, in
his interaction with students of
the Stella Maris College here on
March 13, promised 33 per cent
reservation in Government
jobs for women and answered
several of their questions.
The Director of Collegiate
Education, R Sarumathi directed a subordinate official to
enquire "immediately" on the
matter and submit a report,
official sources told PTI.
In a communique (dated
March 14) to the Regional
Joint Director, Chennai Zone,
the director pointed out that in
view of the Lok Sabha elections
the MCC was in force and
under such circumstances
sought to know "how permission was granted" by the college
for the event.
Sources said Stella Maris is

one of the 10 Government
aided colleges in Chennai.
Such institutions are not only
bound by State norms, but are
also expected to follow the
MCC.
According to the MCC,displayed in the Election
Commission website, "use of
educational institutions, including their grounds (whether
Government aided, private or
Government) for political campaigns and rallies is not
allowed."
When contacted, the college authorities declined to say
if any enquiry was made by the
collegiate department officials.
The Chief Electoral Officer
also did not comment.
In his interaction with the
students, Rahul had brought up
the issue of the Rafale deal and
reiterated his allegations about
the pricing of the aircraft and
the process.
To a question on his brother-in-law Robert Vadra, he had
said that the law must apply to
everybody and not be applied
selectively.
PTI

Left announces list of 25 candidates Will Rahul contest TMC begins protest against
from Karnataka? BJP’s ‘sensitive’ State remark
F
PNS n KOLKATA

inally the Left Front on
Friday declared its candidates’ list, keeping hopes of a
possible alliance with the
Congress which had been asking for at least 17 out of 42
seats. Even as the alliance
talks had reached a neardeadlock, the Left led by the
CPI(M) declared candidates
for 25 seats keeping away 17
contentious seats.
While the Congress has
been asking for 18 “or at least
17 seats” the Left is reluctant
to spare more than 11 “or at
the most 14.”
The CPI(M) has kept for
itself
Raiganj
and
Murshidabad from where the
party had won in 2014 elections. It will contest from
another 17 seats while the
allies Forward Bloc, CPI and
RSP will contest from the
remaining 6 seats. Darjeeling
seat will go to an Independent
candidate backed by the
Congress and the Left.
The Front had already left
out four seats from where the
Congress had won last time.

CONSTITUENCY
1. Cooch Behar (SC)
2. Alipurduar (Tribal)
3. Jalpaiguri (SC)
4. Raiganj
5. Balurghat
6. Murshidabad
7. Ranaghat (SC)
8. Bonga (SC)
9. Dumdum
10. Barasat
11. Boshirhat
12. Jainagar
13. Daimond Harbour
14. Jadavpur
15. Kolkata (South)
16. Uluberia
17. Hooghly
18. Arambagh (SC)
19. Ghatal
20. Medinipur
21. Purulia
22. Bishnupur (SC)
23. Burdwan East (SC)
24. Burdwan Durgapur
25. Birbhum

CANDIDATE
Govind Rai
Mili Urao
Bhagirath Ray
Mohd. Salim
Ronen Barman
Badrudozza Khan
Rama Biswas
Alokesh Das
Nepal Chandra Bhattacharya
Haripad Biswas
Pallab Sengupta
Subhas Naskar
Dr Fuwad Haleem
Bikas Ranjan Bhattacharya
Nandini Mukherjee
Maksuda Khatun
Pradip Saha
Shaktimohan Mullick
Tapan Ganguly
Biplab Bhatt
Bir Singh Mahato
Sunil Khan
Ishwarchandra Das
Abhas Roy Chowdhury
Dr. Rezaul Karim

PARTY
AIFB
RSP
CPI(M)
CPI(M)
RSP
CPI(M)
CPI(M)
CPI(M)
CPI(M)
AIFB
CPI(M)
RSP
CPI(M)
CPI(M)
CPI(M)
CPI(M)
CPI(M)
CPI(M)
CPI(M)
CPI(M)
AIFB
CPI(M)
CPI(M)
CPI(M)

KESTUR VASUKI n BENGALURU

he speculation is rife in
Congress circles that president Rahul Gandhi will contest from Bidar in north
Karnataka in the Lok Saba
polls. The Congress leaders
are huddled in speculative discussion over the impact of
their chief contesting from
Karnataka as second seat after
Amethi in Uttar Pradesh.
Political circle is also abuzz
with news that Amethi is not
safe for the Congress chief and
is expected to contest from
Bidar— a safe seat from
Karnataka. Adding to the speculation, a tweet by the former
Chief Minister and senior
leader Siddaramaiah inviting
Rahul to contest from
Karnataka has created more
curiosity and discussion.
Siddaramaiah on Friday
said the Karnataka Congress
wants party president Rahul
Gandhi to contest the coming

T

Lok Sabha polls from the
southern state.
Calling Gandhi the "next
Prime Minister of India", the
Congress Legislature Party
leader recalled his grandmother Indira Gandhi and
mother Sonia Gandhi contesting the Lok Sabha polls from
Karnataka in the past.
"Karnataka has always supported & encouraged
@INCIndia leaders. It has been
proved in case of Smt. Indira ji
& Smt. Sonia ji.
We also want our next
Prime Minister of India Shri.
@RahulGandhi to contest from
Karnataka & herald new developmental
paradigm.
#R aGaFromKarnataka,"
Siddaramaiah said in a tweet.
A senior BJP leader on the
condition of anonymity said
the fear of losing has made the
congress to invite Rahul to contest from Karnataka a safe bet
in the political change in the
ensuing polls.

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n KOLKATA

he Trinamool Congress on
Friday started a two-day
T
Dharna accusing the BJP of
causing “great humiliation to the
people of Bengal” by urging the
Election Commission of
India(ECI) to declare it a
“Sensitive State.”
The dharna started hours
before Deputy Election
Commissioner Sunil Jain was to
visit the State to take stock of the
situations.
TMC women’s wing chief
and Panchayat Minister
Chandrima Bhattacharya led a
large contingent of party women
to start a dharna asking “who
has given the BJP the right to
insult the people of Bengal. It is
a great humiliation to ask the
ECI to declare the is a sensitive
State,” she said the BJP actions
amounted to challenging the
people’s morality and receptivity to their circumstances.
While State BJP chief Dilip
Ghosh called it a drama to build

pressure on the Election
Commission, Bhattacharya said
“even if the BJP gets the
Commission to deploy a CRPF
for every voter the Trinamool
Congress will win because the
people of this State votes for
Mamata Banerjee and none
else.”
There was no problem with
the law and order situation in
Bengal she said adding “the BJP
is trying to malign us for political reasons.”
Party general secretary and
Minister Partho Chatterjee said
“the unrealistic demand made
by the BJP is another way of
conceding defeat before the
elections.”
Alleging that by engineering defection in the Trinamool
Congress some BJP leaders who
had crossed over to that party
from the Trinamool Congress
were stabbing in the TMC’s back
Chatterjee said “the people are
watching and they will give
them a befitting reply.”
He was apparently referring

to the recent spate of defections
from the TMC into the BJP for
which the party is holding erstwhile TMC leader Mukul Roy
responsible. The former Railway
Minister and close Mamata
Banerjee aide had last year
joined the BJP and was currently handling the election
affairs of that party in Bengal.
Party strongman and threetime MLA from Bhatpara in
Barrackpore constituency had
on Thursday crossed over to the
BJP questioning the Chief
Minister’s style of functioning.
On the BJP leadership’s
remark that after the general
elections the TMC will crumble
completely so that a mid-term
State poll would required to be
held in Bengal sometime in
December, Chatterjee said “first
the BJP should save its own
empire in Delhi,” adding,
“Mamata Banerjee will play a
very big role in the days to
come because she is fighting
against the conspiracy to divide
India.”

YSRCP chief’s uncle murdered at home
L VENKAT RAM REDDY n
HYDERABAD

ormer Minister YS
Vivekananda
Reddy,
F
younger brother of former

Members of various Tamil organisations hold placards and raise slogans during a protest against the Pollachi sex scandal in
Chennai on Friday
PTI

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
late Y S Rajasekhara Reddy and
uncle of YSRCP chief YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy was found murdered at his home in
Pulivendula in Kadapa district
on Friday under mysterious
circumstances. He was 68. He
is survived by wife Soubhagya
and a daughter.
The dead body bore seven
injuries made with sharp knife
and there were severe damages
on head. A murder case has
been lodged, SP Rahul Dev
Sarma said.
He was seen last time campaigning for the YSRCP in
Madduru of Chapadu mandal
of Kadapa district till 8.30 pm
on Thursday along with MLA
Raghurami Reddy and his son
Ahok Reddy. He had left for
Pulivendula directly and was

alone at his residence when the
incident took place.
A Special Investigation
Team (SIT) has been formed by
DGP RP Thakur on the
instruction of the Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu.
The initial information that
YS Viveka died of heart stroke
turned out to be a cooked up
one. Only after watching the
dead body by Police and
Doctors, it was detected that he
has been murdered brutally.
Only the PA of Viveka has
raised doubts over his death

and informed police. Later on,
YSRC leaders Vijaya Sai Reddy,
YS Avinash Reddy stated that
Vivekas' death seemed to be
suspicioius and asked for
inquiry.
But, after the formation of
SIT by the Government, the situation turned into a big political war.
Mr.Vijaya Sai Reddy has
alleged that CM Naidu, his son
Lokesh and Adinarayana have
murdered YS Viveka and stated that they don't have faith on
AP Police and demanded for
CBI inquiry.
TDP leaders have countered YSRC allegations stating
that YS family had internal rifts
and several times Viveka and
Jagan had differences.
One more talk is going on
that, Sudhakar Reddy who
murdered YS Rajareddy, father
of Viveka in 1998, has come
out of jail three months back
and few people suspecting him
in this case.
Everybody raising ques-

Major lapses in structural audit of bridge: Probe Pawar demands white paper
TN RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

preliminary inquiry into
Thursday’s Foot Over
Bridge (FOB) collapse that
claimed six lives and left 30
others injured, has found that
the structural audit of the
FOB that certified that the illfated bridge was in a “good
condition” had been conducted in an “irresponsible and
negligent” manner and recommended criminal action
against a private structural
auditor.
A day after a major portion of the FOB connecting the
platforms of the Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Terminus
(CSMT) to the lane leading to
the Azad Maidan crashed, a
preliminary inquiry report
submitted
the

A

Brihanmunicipal
Corporation’s Chief Engineer
(Vigilance) to Mumbai
Municipal Commissioner Ajoy
Mehta has recommended a
Full Fledged Departmental
Enquiry (FFDE) against
BMC’s five former senior engineers(bridges).
The four former officials
against whom FFDE has been
ordered in the preliminary
probe report, which has been
approved by the Municipal
Commissioner— are then
Chief Engineer (Bridges) S O
Kori, then deputy chief engineer(Bridges), RB Tare,
Executive Engineers(Bridges)
A R Patil and A I Engineer and
then
Assistant
Engineer(Bridges) S F Kakulte.
Alluding to the certification given in the report of the

audit of the bridge that collapsed that said the “bridge is
in a good condition and only
minor repairs required to be
carried out, the BMC’s Chief
Engineer (Vigilance), the preliminary report stated: “There
is prima facie reason to believe
that the structural audit has
been conducted in an irresponsible and negligent manner.... The structural report
appears to have overlooked the
critical elements of the bridge
and their condition leading to
the sad tragedy”.
“In spite of commissioning
the structural audit of the
bridge and spending public
money on it, the true condition was not brought out. The
tragedy could have been averted if the structural audit had
been done diligently,” the pre-

liminary report stated.
In one of the several measures against the firm that had
done an “irresponsible and
negligent” audit leading to
the collapse of the bridge and
loss of human lives, the
inquiry report said: “In view of
the apparent neglect and irresponsible nature the audit
report which has led to the
collapse of the bridge and loss
of human lives, an FIR be filed
against the Structural Auditor
Prof D D Desain‘s Associated
Engineering Consultants &
Analysts Pvt Limited”
“All payments pending to
be made to this structural
auditor be stopped forthwith
and for any payments made
earlier, due process of recovery be started,” the inquiry
report recommended.

on bridges, seeks fresh audit
TN RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

hile rooting for a fullfledged probe into
W
Thursday’s Foot Over Bridge
(FOB) collapse near Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj Terminus
(CSMT) that claimed six lives
and left 30 others injured, NCP
chief Sharad Pawar on Friday
asked the Maharashtra
Government to come out with
a white paper on the condition
of Foot Over Bridges and all
other bridges in Mumbai.
Releasing a letter written by
the Central Railways on
November 11, 2015 about the
critical condition of various
bridges in the metropolis, Pawar
charged that both the

Maharashtra Government and
the Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) did not
take the CR’s letter seriously.
“Whatever happened yesterday is a matter of serious concern. Mumbai is country’s
commercial Capital. More than
one crore travel to Churchgate
and CSMT from distant like
Virar and Karjat/Kasara respectively. At least 15 to 20 mishaps
take place every day. At 3000
commuters are killed in railway
mishaps every year,” Pawar said.
Taking a dig at PM Modi for
his bullet train project, Pawar
said: “More than the introduction of bullet trains, what
Mumbaikars need is safetyproof
suburban stations”.

tions that why the first hand
information come out as Heart
stroke. There are no CC cameras for that big house. Why
Viveka is alone in the house is
also a question, though its a
campaign time.
According to his personal
assistant Krishna Reddy, he
complained to the police as his
head bore injury marks and a
pool of blood was noticed by
bed side.
He said that he went to
Vivekananda Reddy’s house
on Friday morning. Nobody
opened the door for long, so he
waited in the lobby of the
house reading newspaper.
Having spent so about half an
hour, he said that he had called
up Sowbhagyamma, spouse of
Vivekananada Reddy. She
responded asking him not to
wake him up as he might have
returned home very late.
He said that he had waited
for him for another half-anhour.
Meanwhile, servant maid

Lachchamma and her son
arrived. He asked them to
knock on the window door so
that he will get up. The servant
maid did accordingly and also
the PA, but there was no
response from inside.
They thought that he was
fast asleep and felt that he
would get up later.
To their surprise, the backdoor remained opened, when
the main door was bolted from
inside. An old man Ranganna
noticed it and alerted them
about
it.
The
PA,
Lachchamma’s son went inside
to find the bed room door
opened. Vivekananda Reddy
was found dead in a pool of
blood in the washroom
attached to the bedroom.
The
PA
alerted
Vivekananda Reddy’s family
members. He grew suspicious
why the backdoor remained
opened and complained about
the death to the police. The
police sent the body to the
post-mortem.

Guj Cong site hacked, Hardik picture
from purported sex tape uploaded
Ahmedabad: Days after quota
agitation leader Hardik Patel
joined the Congress, an
unidentified person hacked
the official website of the
Gujarat Congress and
uploaded his photo, which
appears to be a screenshot of
one of his alleged sex videos
that surfaced ahead of the
2017 polls.
In the photo, a person
resembling Patel can be seen
sitting on the bed with a girl
and it is accompanied by a caption — "Welcome our new
leader".
According to Gujarat
Congress spokesperson
Manish Doshi, the website,
"http://www.Gujaratcongress.I
n", was taken down immediately by the party's IT team

after spotting the "mischief ".
"Our website was hacked.
Someone put a photo of
Hardik Patel on it. We have
shut down the website immediately. It will become online
soon.
"This might be the handiwork of those who did not like
Hardik's entr y into the
Congress," said Doshi, adding
the party may file a police
complaint.
Ahead of the December
2017 Assembly elections in
Gujarat, around five videos,
purportedly showing Patel
with women, had surfaced on
social media platforms.
The 25-year-old Patidar
quota agitation spearhead had
then claimed all the videos
were "fake and morphed". PTI
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Sharad Pawar's
grandnephew in
NCP's second list
TN RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

CP chief Sharad Pawar’s
N
grandnephew Parth,
Chhagan Bhujbal’s nephew
Sameer and reel-life Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Amol Kolhe figured in
the second list of five candidates
released on Friday, by the NCP
for the Lok Sabha polls.
After 48 hours of intense
speculation, the NCP formally
announced Parth Pawar’s name.
Parth, who is the son of Sharad
Pawar’s
nephew
and
Maharashtra’s former Deputy
Chief Minister, will contest
from Maval Lok Sabha constituency in Pune district of
Western Maharashtra.
The NCP has re-nominated senior NCP leader Chhagan

Bhujbal’s tainted nephew
Sameer Bhujbal from Nashik
constituency. Sameer and his
uncle Chhagan Bhujbal had
been arrested in connection
with a money laundering scam.
Sameer and Sr Bhujbal are currently on bail.
Dr Kolhe, who had quit
Shiv Sena a few weeks ago and
joined NCP, is a popular face in
Maharashtra after having portrayed the roles of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj and Chhatrapati
Sambhaji Maharaj in the television serials. Dr Kohle will contest from Shirur.
The NCP has fielded
Dhanraj Haribahu Mahale from
Dindori and Bajrang Sonavane
from Beed Lok Sabha
Constituencies.

Another RLSP leader
quits, trains guns at
Upendra Kushwaha
Patna: In a setback to the RLSP
ahead of the Lok Sabha polls, one
of its founding members quit the
outfit on Friday accusing its
national president Upendra
Kushwaha of having "betrayed"
the people of Bihar by walking
out of the BJP-led NDA and joining the opposition Grand
Alliance. Ram Bihari Singh, who
held the designation of "Pradhan
Rashtriya Maha Sachiv" (chief
national general secretary) in the
Rashtriya Lok Samata Party,
also rued that he was "nowhere
now" despite being "the one
who wrote the partys constitution and moved the Election
Commission for getting the
party recognised". "I was among

EC deploys first batch of
Nun issued final notice
central forces in Bengal to leave congregation

PROTEST AGAINST RAPE-ACCUSED BISHOP

the few who had supported
Kushwaha when he chose to part
ways with Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumars JD(U). But today
he has become the all in all and
pays lip-service to his commitment to inner party democracy. I had also opposed his decision to quit the NDA and join
the Mahagathbandhan but he
listened to no one and took the
decision arbitrarily, in effect
betraying the people who had
voted for him as an NDA ally,"
Singh told reporters. He also
alleged that Kushwaha was
"playing into the hands of corporates" in distribution of tickets, though he did not
elaborate.
PTI

Kolkata: The Election
Commission (EC) on Friday
deployed seven companies of
central para-military forces in
as many districts of West
Bengal, ahead of the sevenphase Lok Sabha elections
beginning April 11.
Three more companies will
also move in by late this evening
for their deployment in South
24-Parganas district and
Kolkata, Additional Chief
Electoral Officer Sanjay Basu
said.
The seven companies have
been deployed in the districts of
North Dinajpur, Malda,
Murshidabad, Birbhum, East
Midnapore, West Midnapore
and North 24-Parganas.
Personnel of these 10 companies of the BSF would carry
out route marches in "certain
vulnerable pockets" to instill
confidence among the voters.
However, the number of
vulnerable pockets, which are

THE ELECTION
COMMISSION HAS
ALREADY COMPLETED
CHECKING OF EVMS
IN 11 OUT OF
23 DISTRICTS IN
THE STATE

decided on several factors
including past incidents of violence, is still being assessed,
Basu said.
He said State Chief
Electoral Officer Aariz Aftab
and State Government officials
Friday reviewed poll preparedness through video conference.
The EC has already completed checking of EVMs in 11
out of 23 districts in the State,
Basu said adding that the availability of the polling personnel
was sufficient.
Deputy
Election

Commissioner Sudeep Jain will
meet representatives of all
recognised political parties of
the state on Saturday.
Jain will also hold a meeting with district election officers, superintendents of police
and police commissioners to
review the poll-preparedness.
He will also meet other
Central Government officials
for election purpose.
Basu said the EC's 'cVIGIL'
app, through which voters can
lodge any poll-related complaints to the EC, has so far registered 510 complaints of violation of model code of conduct
in the state and they were
being looked into.
The complaints received
from the portals of the ECI and
Citizens at National Grievance
Services (NGS) are 184 and 232
respectively and they were
mainly on defacement issues.
"Most of these complaints
are resolved," Basu said. PTI

Wayanad (Ker): A final notice
has been issued by church
authorities to the nun who took
part in a protest against rape
accused Franco Mullakal, former Bishop of the Jalandhar
diocese, asking her to leave her
congregation.
In its final notice, the
Franciscan Clarist Congregation
accused Sister Lucy Kalapura,
belonging to its St Mary's
province at Mananthavady, of
leading a life which was against
the "principles of religious life"
and the rule of the congregation.
Kalapura told mediapersons Friday that the church
authorities have given the notice
asking her either to leave the
congregation or to face ouster.
"It's sad that the church has
asked me to leave the congregation. I joined the church
when I was 17. I have lived a life
following all the principles of

religious life.
I don't have any other life.
My reply to the second warning
letter earlier was very clear. I
have explained my stand," she
said.
The nun has been asked to
give her explanation to Superior
General sister at Generalate of
the Congregation before April
16.
The congregation has
termed as "grave violations", a
Nun taking a licence, buying a
car, taking a loan for it, publishing a book besides spending
money without permission and

knowledge of her superiors.
The provincial superior had
denied permission to Sister
Lucy to publish her collection of
poems.
The nun, however, published
her
book
"Snehamazhayil".
The congregation also
termed as a "grave scandal" the
Nun in discussions in TV news
channels and writing articles for
non-Christian newspapers, "levelling false charges against the
Catholic leadership and belittling it."
The sister had invited the
wrath of the Church leadership
by participating in a street
protest here in September 2018
by five nuns belonging to the
Catholic religious order
Missionaries of Jesus, demanding the arrest of Franco
Mulakkal, who was accused of
raping a nun.

FROM THE SUPREME COURT

Sajjan Kumar capable of 2008 gangrape case: SC
‘The Shillong Times'
Hearing on
Editor Patricia Mukhim's terrorising witnesses: CBI declines to entertain petition Lalu’s bail
New Delhi: Former
conviction stayed
against Arunachal CM
Congress leader Sajjan
plea accepted

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
Friday stayed the Meghalaya
High Court judgment convicting The Shillong Times editor
Patricia Mukhim and publisher Shoba Chaudhuri in a contempt case.
The high court had also
imposed a fine of Rs 2 lakh each
on them and said if they failed
to deposit the amount, they will
have to undergo six months
simple imprisonment and the
paper will be banned.
The case relates to an article published by the paper on
the perks and facilities for
retired judges and their families.
A Supreme Court bench,
comprising of Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi and Justices

Deepak Gupta and Sanjiv
Khanna, also issued notice to
the high court registrar on the
appeal filed by the editor and the
publisher of newspaper.
While pronouncing the
judgement in the contempt
case, the high court had on
March 8 asked both of them to
serve the sentence by sitting in
the corner of the court room till
the rising of the court.
Immediately after the high
court order was stayed, Mukhim
told PTI, "The Supreme Court
has stayed and suspended the
judgment passed by the
Meghalaya High Court on
March 8, 2019. I have full faith
that judiciary will protect the
freedom of press."
PTI

Kumar has been using his
"large political clout" to
derail trial and influence
witnesses in cases related
to 1984 anti-Sikh riots,
CBI told the Supreme
Court on Friday while seeking that life term given
to him should be upheld.
73-year-old Kumar has challenged in the top
court the Delhi High Court's December 17, 2018
verdict sentencing him to life term in a case related to killing of five Sikhs in Delhi Cantonment's
Raj Nagar Part-I area of southwest Delhi on
November 1 and 2, 1984, and burning down of
a Gurudwara in Raj Nagar Part-II.
In response to Kumar's application seeking
suspension of sentence and grant of bail, CBI has
said that he is capable of "influencing/terrorising witnesses" and fair trial would not be possible in the case pending against him, if he is granted bail.
PTI

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Friday
declined to entertain a petition by a woman alleging gangrape by four persons in 2008, including
Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema Khandu,
questioning the delay in filing the complaint.
However, a bench comprising Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi and justices Deepak Gupta and
Sanjiv Khanna granted liberty to the woman to
approach the high court concerned for redressal
of her grievances.
The apex court also granted her liberty to
approach appropriate authority for police protection. During the brief hearing in which senior
advocates Kapil Sibal and Krishnan Venugopal
appeared for the woman, the bench noted that
though the alleged incident happened in 2008,
there was no complaint filed till 2015.
The woman submitted that she was approaching the apex court as the police and the trial court
declined to entertain pleas to register a criminal
complaint against the alleged perpetrators. PTI

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court agreed on Friday to
hear RJD chief Lalu Prasad's
bail plea in three cases related to the multi-crore-rupee
fodder scam, in which he has
been convicted.
Prasad told the top court
that he had been in jail for 22
months following his conviction in the three cases.
A bench of Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi and justices
Deepak Gupta and Sanjiv
Khanna issued notice to the
Central
Bureau
of
Investigation (CBI) and
sought its response within
two weeks.
PTI

Pak usurped Kartarpur
Sahib land: Officials

Rahul attacks Modi over false promises to farmers

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI/ATTARI

false promises, Congress president Rahul Gandhi on Friday
asserted his party always keeps
its words after winning elections.
“We do whatever we say.
We have always translated our
words into action. The Congress
does not make false promises to
people like Modi does,” he told
a Congress rally in this west
Odisha town in the run up to
the Lok Sabha and State
Assembly elections next month.
Gandhi said his party’s track
record in fulfilling election
promises can be seen in
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh
and Rajasthan where it came to
power recently. While farm
loans were waived soon after the
party formed its governments in
these states, the Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for paddy
was hiked to Rs 2,500 per quintal in Chhattisgarh.
“We wanted to give a message to farmers in these states
that they are not alone and that
the Congress is with them. The
same message is also being sent

has found that Pakistan
Ilandndia
“surreptitiously usurped”
belonging to the
Kartarpur Sahib Gurdwara in
the name of developing the corridor for the convenience of pilgrims even as it objected to
most of the Indian proposals
for the project.
Accusing Pakistan of “double speak”, officials in the
Indian delegation who had
held the talks with their
Pakistan counterparts on
Friday said Islamabad has
encroached lands of the
Gurdwara in the garb of construction of the corridor.
“Pakistan has lived up to its
old reputation of making false
promises, making tall claims
and delivering nothing. Its
double-speak on the Kartarpur
Sahib Corridor has been
exposed in the first meeting
itself at Attari on Thursday,” a
government official, who

attended the meeting, said.
The encroached lands were
donated to the Kartarpur Sahib
by devotes like late Maharaja
Ranjeet Singh and others.
“Land owned by the gurdwara have been surreptitiously usurped by the government
of Pakistan in the name of
developing the corridor. A strident demand was made by
India for restoration of these
lands to the holy gurdwara
urgently, keeping in view the
strong sentiments on the issue
within India,” the official said.
Pakistan wanted to restrict
the duration of Kartarpur
agreement to just two years,
despite India making it clear
that it is executing long-lasting
and comprehensive facilities at
the border by spending Rs 190
crore. While India has made
serious efforts to fulfil the long
standing aspiration of the
Indian pilgrims and devotees of
Guru Nanak Dev for smooth,
easy and hassle-free access of
pilgrims to Kartarpur Sahib,

Backed by India,
Myanmar...
From Page 1
The action saw all the camps
located there smashed and burnt
down, sources said. As regards the
Kaladan project, which could be in
the days to come, would have been
targeted by the insurgents, officials
said the ambitious project is likely to
be completed this year. Once functional, it will provide the North-East
connectivity through the sea route.
The total project entails opening
up of sea route from Sittwe port in
Myanmar to Kolkata, 150 kilometres
of river route through Kaladan project, 62 kilometres of road up to the
international border between India
and Myanmar and around 100 kilometres of road from Mizoram capital Aizawl to the international border.
The project will also open up the sea
routes to other south Asian countries,
which is vital for the fast and all round
development of the North-East.
Moreover, after the Kaladan project is operational, the distance
between Kolkata and Mizoram will be
reduced by at least 800 km and also
cut down the travelling time by at least
three to four days.

Pakistan has scuttled the proposals made by New Delhi.
“Against the hype created
by the Pakistan government
and the Pakistan media, its
actual offer during the talks
turned out to be farcical and
mere tokenism. There is a sea
of difference between what
Pakistan, including Prime
Minister Imran Khan, had
announced, and in what they
offered at Attari meeting.
Clearly, Pakistan is not interested in providing Indian pilgrims easy access to Kartarpur
Sahib,” the official said.
While India is executing a
state-of-the-art passenger terminal building for visit of over
5,000 pilgrims daily and over
15,000 pilgrims on special
occasions like Vaisakhi (falls in
mid-April), Pakistan has limited it to mere 700 pilgrims per
day. Pakistan did not agree to
the Indian demand of allowing
daily visits of pilgrims and has
restricted it to “visiting days”
which will be specified by it. It

PTI n BARGARH (ODISHA)

ccusing Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of deceiving
A
people, mainly farmers, with

did not agree to permit travel
of devotees on foot or as individuals, and has insisted on
movement of groups of 15 and
by vehicle, another official said.
Despite having assured
visa-free passage to Kartarpur
Sahib, Pakistan has now
brought in, through the back
door, the requirement of
issuance of special permits by
them to pilgrims, that also at a
fee, which is “outrageous and
defeats” the very purpose of the
corridor, the official said.

Congress party president Rahul Gandhi during ‘Parivartan Sankalp Samabesh’ in
Bargarh on Friday
PTI

out to the farmers of Odisha
and they should back our
party,” he said.
This was Gandhi’s first
visit to Odisha after the
announcement of the election
schedule. He had earlier visited Bhubaneswar on January 25,
Bhawanipatna and Rourkela on
February 6 and Koraput on
March 8 to bolster the poll
prospects of the Congress,

which has been out of power in
the State since 2000.
“Modi is in the habit of
telling lies and making false
promises to deceive people.
Farmers across the country
are the worst victims of the
BJP’s hollow and deceptive
words,” he said.
Asserting that the Congress
is fighting a battle of ideology,
Gandhi said his party is trying

Parties meet EC observers in
Jammu, reiterate demand
for simultaneous polls

BJP-Shiv Sena alliance strong,
impenetrable, says Fadnavis
Amravati: Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis Friday
said the alliance between the BJP and
the Shiv Sena was very strong and
impenetrable. Fadnavis was addressing a rally in here ahead of the Lok
Sabha elections, where Shiv Sena chief
Uddhav Thackeray and other leaders
of both the parties were present.
"The BJP-Shiv Sena alliance is
joining of hands of the Hindutva parties, which share a common ideology. It has stood the ground so far and
will do so in future as well. Yeh
Fevicol ka majboot jod hai! (It is a
strong bond like that of Fevicol)," he
said at the launch of the poll campaign.
"The alliance is impenetrable...Some people tried to separate us
as they wanted to be in power, but
once the alliance was announced,
they started retreating," he said.
Overcoming their strained ties,
the BJP and Shiv Sena had last
month announced a seat-sharing
pact for the ensuing Lok Sabha and
Assembly elections in Maharashtra.
The BJP will contest 25 seats and Shiv

Sena 23 of the 48 Lok Sabha seats in
Maharashtra.
Thackeray said he never allowed
his party's differences with the BJP
harm the interests of the state.
"BJP-Sena alliance has grown
into a tall tree. In no case should we
allow pests to eat into it. I don't
believe in (poll) surveys. I trust more
my self-confidence, which tells me
that so overwhelming will be the victory that even 48 seats (in the state)
would fall short."
In a lighter vein, Thackeray asked
Fadanvis not to entertain Sharad
Pawar if he wished to join BJP.
"The situation in the state is such
that whenever BJP-Sena leaders criticise the opposition leaders, the next
day they join the BJP-Sena. This
makes me think if I should criticise
or not? If I criticise Pawar today, he
may join BJP tomorrow. But don't
give him any room in the party,"
Thackeray said.
"We need to keep some people
outside, else there would be no one
left out for us to talk about," he added
jokingly.
PTI

its best to unite the country,
while Modi is adopting a “divisive policy.”
“The Congress is in the
process of connecting all castes,
creeds, provinces and languages,
while Modi is trying to spread
hatred and is pursuing a divisive
policy in the name of caste,
creed and religion,” he alleged.
Gandhi appealed to the
people to vote for the Congress
as the party can take the country, and Odisha in particular, on
the path of speedy development.
Claiming that the country is witnessing farmer suicides every
day, the Congress chief said distressed peasants are forced to
take the extreme step as the
Modi government failed to fulfil its promise of mitigating
their plight.
“Farmer suicides are reported every day as the Modi
Government did not keep its
promises. It made tall claims
about welfare of farmers, but
refused to waive their loans and
hike the MSP of paddy,” Gandhi
said. Though the BJP promised
to provide remunerative prices
for farm produce, no such step
was taken after it came to power
in 2014, he claimed.

People take cover under umbrellas during heavy hailstorm in Shimla on Friday

PTI

Jammu: Representatives of various political parties met the three-member team of
special observers, appointed by the Election
Commission (EC), here on Friday and reiterated the demand for holding Assembly
elections and Lok Sabha polls simultaneously in Jammu & Kashmir.
The three obser vers —Noor
Mohammad, Vinod Zutshi and AS Gill,
appointed to suggest when Assembly elections can be held in the northern State,
reached Jammu from Srinagar on the second leg of their visit.
“Representatives of different political
parties met the observers separately and discussed the timing of the Assembly elections,” an official said. He said the special
observers will be holding a meeting with
the district development commissioners
and senior superintendents of police later
in the day to get their feedback. “We sought
a review of the Election Commission’s decision to defer the Assembly elections as all
parties in the state are on the same page for
simultaneous polls to provide an opportunity to the people to elect their own government,” state Congress vice president and
former minister Raman Bhalla said after
meeting the observers.
PTI
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Truce in Kartarpur
India must ensure that Pakistan doesn’t use the corridor to
revive pro-Khalistan sentiment in the name of faith
he freedom to practise one’s faith and
seek succour at shrines dedicated to it
has been a challenge for nation states that
are in conflict with each other but share a religious and cultural heritage beyond borders.
However, as this is a UN-mandated human
rights issue, every nation has tried to work out
a protocol, Israel and Palestine being prime
examples of ensuring cross-flow of pilgrims
to shrines on each side despite the attendant
security imperatives, oppressive herding drills
and the overarching shroud of politics. So it
has taken really long for both India and Pakistan to agree to open a special border crossing linking Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in Pakistan’s Kartarpur – the final
resting place of Guru Nanak Dev – to Dera Baba Nanak shrine in India’s Gurdaspur
district. However, given the heightened tension between both neighbours over
the Pulwama terror attacks and the Balakot airstrikes, and now Jaish-e-Mohammad
chief Masood Azhar protected by a Chinese hold at the UN, the talks to work
out the modalities were undoubtedly under a cloud. But as the government has
set a new paradigm in counter-terrorism strategies with pre-emptive strikes on
terror camps, it has also laid a new template for shared shrines by delinking it
completely from diplomacy, categorically saying that this common interest, while
allowing people-to-people contact, could in no way be interpreted as a thaw in
relations or a resumption of bilateral dialogue. In that sense, it would be just business as usual in helping cross-border families get on with their daily lives like
the Samjhauta Express. However, for all the show of bonhomie, there were some
glitches too — India wants visa-free access to at least 5,000 pilgrims per day
but Pakistan wants a permit issued and a limit on numbers. India also reminded that the spirit of the pilgrimage should be honoured, making Pakistan responsible for any disruptive or militant activity. But overall, the meeting remained cordial with both sides determined to address their domestic constituency and claim
the moral high ground.
No matter how hard India may try, the fact is that Pakistan’s encouraging
moves on the Kartarpur corridor are not entirely free of politics. Pakistan seized
the first mover’s advantage in propaganda by declaring its intention to operationalise it soon after Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh blamed it and the
ISI for the grenade attack on a Nirankari gathering near Amritsar. India had no
choice but to get into the act immediately before it could assess if it was another attempt by Pakistan to woo the Sikh community, revive the hardline Khalistan
sentiment and eventually create unrest in Punjab. Pilgrimages between India and
Pakistan are governed by the 1974 Protocol on Visits to Religious Shrines, but
Kartarpur being not on that list needs a separate code of engagement, one where
both sides will jostle for a say. Besides, India has to be alert that the base camp
on the Pakistan side doesn’t become a hotbed for Khalistani propaganda and
meetings in the name of allowing faith congregations. Pakistan’s haste in pushing the corridor now after years of dilly-dallying does raise questions about its
intentions. The first demand for a visa-free access was made in 1999 by the
then Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. In 2004, Dr Manmohan Singh suggested a corridor as Prime Minister. On both occasions, there was no positive response
from Pakistan. However, the very day Imran Khan took oath as Prime Minister,
the message for opening the corridor was conveyed by Pakistan Army Chief Qamar
Javed Bajwa to Punjab Minister and Congress leader Navjot Singh Sidhu, knowing full well the latter’s flamboyance and ability to shoot off his mouth, which
he did, catching India completely off guard. The “deep state” had succeeded in
championing a delicate cause for the Sikhs. And yet again, as General Bajwa
stood in Kartarpur, shaking hands with a known Khalistani face, Gopal Singh
Chawla, the visual added to our worries. Pakistan could still use this people-topeople contact to pressure India into resuming comprehensive dialogue and appear
altruistic and big-hearted in the process. But India cannot afford to let down guard
on isolating Pakistan diplomatically over its sponsorship of terror factories that
impact us. Kartarpur should remain a matter of faith and not a political tool.

T

Terror has no religion
There’s no excuse for the brutal mass killing of
innocent worshippers by a bigot in New Zealand
nother day, another mass shooting with
tens of innocents murdered by a
deranged killer. This time, the nation in
question is not the United States but New
Zealand. Yes, New Zealand, that peaceful nation
on the edge of the map where one of the
warmest communities on the planet stays. The
shock being professed by many is not just at
the shooting but the fact that it could even occur
in that country. And this was not committed
by any ordinary psychotic gunman, this was
committed by a crazed religious Christian bigot
who wanted to exterminate Muslims from his country. The implicit White nationalism that this shooter believed in is a similar ideology advocated by racists across
the Western world. This man was not a lone gunman, he was a terrorist like
Andres Brevik outside Oslo or Ajmal Kasab in Mumbai.
Terror has no religion and anyone who wants to kill innocents on the streets,
in schools and in religious places has to be labelled a terrorist, no matter what
his motivation. Innocents are those people going about their day to day lives
not expecting anything out of the ordinary. There will be an attempt by some,
particularly in the Western world, to whitewash these crimes because many of
those who died were first-generation immigrants. But the concept of acting on
behalf of “my people”, as the gunman said he was doing, must also be condemned. As India knows too well, terrorism exists because of the apologia of
political leaders and the law turning a blind eye. Most terrorists are not members of some underclass but live and work freely.
Thankfully in India, unlike New Zealand, the United States and Norway, it is
not easy for members of the general public to acquire high-powered weapons
like the ones the terrorists have used. And this again highlights the need for authorities across the world to clamp down on the availability of high-powered weaponry to citizens. Even if the right of citizens exists to bear firearms, it is ridiculous
for military-grade automatic versions to be available to the general public. In that
respect, India’s overall gun licensing laws, while archaic, have kept weapons
availability thankfully limited although there is still rampant gun-running and smuggling, particularly of the illegal variety, in parts of northern India. Our authorities
would do well to clamp down on those to prevent any chance of a crazed man,
and it almost always is a man, committing such a crime here. It takes a special type of a disturbed individual to kill children in a school or people while they
are praying and we repeat, such people are terrorists.

A

Prohibition won’t work
The Nitish Kumar government, in its bid at social reformation, has gone to the absolute
limit of denial. The American era proves it was a social and economic disaster

PRAFULL GORADIA
he introduction of prohibition by
the Nitish Kumar government in
Bihar has caused tension from the
beginning. It is not surprising
since the experiment has been initiated in a state that incidentally borders
Nepal, which is an independent country.
From the viewpoint of law and order, prohibition is a difficult measure to enforce as
the Bihar-Nepal border is porous.
Nevertheless, for womenfolk in rural India,
a teetotaller husband is a most welcome
introduction as it enables family life to be
more peaceful as well as comparatively prosperous. For the middle and poorer classes,
money spent by the husband on liquor burns
a big hole in the family budget. So the Nitish
Kumar government, in its bid at social reformation, has gone to the absolute limit of
denial by not even allowing liquor permits
for the old and the medically weak. This is
unlike prohibition in other states, which
allow a monthly quota for spirits certified by
a government doctor. This means that
those people who cannot survive without
some alcohol must quit Bihar. What effect
such a strict prohibition would have is yet
to be seen.
It is noteworthy that prohibition has
failed to endure in India, be it in Tamil Nadu
or Maharashtra, except parts of Gujarat.
There are reports no doubt that illegal drinking does take place. So the state exchequer
misses out on the revenue except on what
is sold on the permits. On the extra-legal
quantities, there are reports of backdoor
incomes being earned by those in charge of
implementation of the measure. In Gujarat,
apart from the permit holders, the consumers have two other points of relief. The
Union Territories of Diu and Daman are free
from prohibition. These two towns, until
1961, were under Portuguese rule and were
accustomed to entertaining customers for a
merry evening life. Diu is situated on the
southern coast of the Saurashtra peninsula
while Daman is located in south Gujarat.
Besides, it is easier for Gujaratis to accept a
denial of drinks than Biharis. Since Gandhiji
originated from Gujarat, it became embarrassing for Gujaratis to insist on alcohol and
Bapuji’s thoughts shaped their social behaviour patterns. Bihar has a lesser reason to feel
awkward in resisting prohibition.
There is a silent irony of prohibition in
Gujarat, which has been overlooked by its
own people as well as its observers from outside. The business of Mumbai was developed
largely by Gujaratis, the trading by the
Hindus, Khojas and Bohras, while industry
and big finance were cultivated by the Parsis.
Why is it that the same Gujarati-speaking
people have not been able to take either
Ahmedabad or Surat to comparable business benchmarks in Mumbai? Why didn’t
Gujarati genius flourish in its home state?
The clue to the answer lies in a casual remark
of the writer’s co-train passenger many years
ago. In the course of the ongoing conversa-
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tion, he happened to say that
while he liked to live in Mumbai,
he was comfortable running
his spinning mill in Gujarat.
That way he could get dual benefits — the industrial peace of
Gujarat and all the creature
comforts of Mumbai. The
metropolis has high society,
club life, five-star hotels, schools
and colleges for his children and
the wondrous seaside in Juhu,
Versova, Chowpatty or Marine
Drive. Many bank headquarters
and financial institutions are
headquartered in Mumbai. Most
international flights touch the
city. Where in Gujarat could he
find all these facilities?
Does the key then lie in prohibition? Let us see. For a flourishing club life, as well as for luxurious hotels to be sustained, an
easy availability of drinks is a
necessary ingredient. A club
life comparable to Mumbai’s is
nowhere to be found across
Gujarat. To drink by oneself,
perhaps with a friend or two, is
not the same, or even comparable. If the owners of industry and
the movers of commerce do not
reside in the state, it cannot grow
or develop in the way they do,
say in Mumbai. In the bargain,
nor do schools and colleges get
established on the same scale.
All in all, therefore, the state cannot be a destination for the aspirant.
The US has a fairly comprehensive experience of prohibition across the country for 13
years, between 1920 and 1933.
Fortunately, a good deal was
reported and written on the
experience while it was under
way. Moreover, detailed analy-

ses of the experience were made
by social scientists after it was
over. Underneath is quoted a
summary of what Prof Mark
Thornton of Auburn University
published.
National prohibition of
alcohol — a seemingly noble
experiment — was undertaken
to reduce crime and corruption,
solve social problems, reduce the
tax burden created by prisons
and poor houses and improve
health and hygiene in America.
The results of that experiment
clearly indicate that it was a miserable failure on all counts. The
evidence affirms sound economic theory, which predicts
that prohibition of mutually
beneficial exchanges is doomed
to failure. The lessons of the
Prohibition era remain important today. They apply not only
to the debate over the war on
drugs but also to the mounting
efforts to drastically reduce
access to alcohol and tobacco
and to such issues as censorship
and bans on insider trading,
abortion and gambling.
Although consumption of
alcohol fell at the beginning, it
subsequently increased. Alcohol
became more dangerous to consume; crime increased and
became organised; the court
and prison systems were
stretched to the breaking point;
and corruption of public officials
was rampant. No measurable
gains were made in productivity or reduced absenteeism.
Prohibition removed a significant source of tax revenue and
greatly increased government
spending. It led many drinkers
to switch to opium, marijuana,

PROHIBITION, IN A
BLANKET FORM,
MAY BE DIFFICULT
AND EXPENSIVE TO
ENFORCE. ON THE
OTHER HAND, THE
SOCIAL, FAMILY AS
WELL AS HEALTH
CONSIDERATIONS
ARE IMPORTANT.
ONE SUGGESTION IS
THAT EVERY ADULT
ABOVE 25 YEARS BE
ALLOWED TO
ACQUIRE AN
ANNUAL
PERMISSION TO
DRINK, WHETHER
FOREIGN OR INDIAN.
THE FEE COULD BE
SAY `50,000 PER
PERMISSION.
ENFORCEMENT TOO
WOULD BE LESS
DIFFICULT THEN

patent medicines, cocaine and
other dangerous substances that
they would have been unlikely
to encounter in the absence of
prohibition. Those results are
documented from a variety of
sources, most of which, ironically, are the work of supporters of
the Prohibition era. These findings make the case against our
prohibition that much stronger.
Where then lies the solution
or the synthesis to minimise the
consumption of liquor?
Prohibition, in a blanket form,
may be difficult and expensive
to enforce. On the other hand,
the social, family as well as
health considerations are important. One suggestion is that
every adult above 25 years be
allowed to acquire an annual
permission to drink, whether
foreign or Indian. The fee could
be say `50,000 per permission.
For someone who cannot afford
so much money, he/she should
be able to acquire a permission
for say `10,000 but allowed to
buy and drink only the desi variety. Enforcement should be
comparatively less difficult
because every policeman would
have his eye on anyone drinking and have the authority to
check the permit. If such checkers prove greedy, they would in
turn induce the drinker to get
himself permission on payment
of a fee. These fees should be a
source of revenue and with the
income, the taxes on liquor
could be reduced. This in turn
would make the sale of spurious
and harmful liquor less tempting.
(The writer is a well-known
columnist and an author)

SOUNDBITE
A special invitee would not
have any rights of participation in the selection of the
Lokpal and I can’t accept the
opposition’s voicelessness.

If our workers are cautious about
the nefarious design of the
opposition parties and bring a
good result, then it will be a
real tribute to Kanshi Ramji.

I am disappointed that China
has decided yet again to
block Masood Azhar's global
terrorist designation at the
UN Security Council.

Excited to be a part of the
10th Women in the World
and sharing the stage with
phenomenal women. Looking
forward to conversations.

Congress leader
—Mallikarjun Kharge

BSP supremo
—Mayawati

US Congressman
—Eliot Engel

Actor
—Priyanka Chopra

LETTERS
China-India roadblock
Sir —In a move that is dismissive
of India’s sensitivity and supportive of Pakistan’s encouragement
of terror against us, China has, for
the fourth time, extended its
“technical hold” on our move to
get Pakistan-based Jaish-eMohammed chief Masood Azhar
listed as a terrorist by the United
Nations. There is no doubt that
nearly all of the world, barring
China and, of course, Pakistan, is
united in terming Azhar a global terrorist. Ironically, while his
organisation stands named and
shamed, he remains off the
hook.The more blatantly Beijing
bends over backwards on behalf
of Islamabad, the worse that
country’s behaviour will become
in the long-term. And, in the
short-term, whatever little
progress is possible on the IndiaChina front is being sacrificed.
“Higher than the mountains,
deeper than the oceans, stronger
than steel, dearer than eyesight
and sweeter than honey....” These
are the words that have been spoken time and again, commemorating the prestigious alliance
between the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan and the Peoples Republic

TO

THE

EDITOR

Time for reforms in the UN
ir, this refers to the report “China again blocks UNSC’s
terror tag on JeM chief Azhar” (March 14). This is the
fourth time in ten years that China has once again put
“on hold” the proposal at the UN Security Council moved
by France, the UK and the US to list the Jaish-e-Mohammad
chief, Masood Azhar, as a global terrorist.
This comes despite the Pakistan-based JeM taking
responsibility for the attack on a CRPF convoy at
Pulwama in India where 44 soldiers were killed. This terror outfit has also been behind attacks on the Indian
Parliament, Pathankot Air base and others. This is how
veto power is being abused by one of the five permanent
members of the UN Security Council. China is taking the
world for a ride when terrorism has become a universal
threat and all nations stand united on it. It has used its
rights to serve itself. So time has indeed come for effecting reforms in the UN. The world has undergone a sea
change since the inception of the UN. More nations need

S

of China. No wonder !
J S Acharya
Hyderabad

Buck up team
Sir — The Australian cricket
team must be commended for a
magnificent victory in the fifth
One Day International (ODI)
match played at the Feroz Shah
Kotla Stadium, Delhi. It is after
a decade that the Aussies have

There is an immediate need
to stop the experimentation in
the selection of the national
squad. The World Cup is just
around the corner. It’s time we
pulled up our socks and showcased our best.
Tushar Anand
Patna

Women’s agenda

to be permanent members of the Security Council. The
irrational provision of veto power to five members needs
to be abolished. Issues need to be decided by way of majority vote.
MC JOSHI
Lucknow

won a bilateral ODI series on
Indian soil.
The defeat of Team India in
the series has provoked several
questions on the selection committee and the Indian Captain.
Why was wicketkeeper-batsman
MS Dhoni dropped for the last
two ODI matches despite performing consistently well this
year against the Aussies? Why
was KL Rahul given a chance to
play only for a single match (in

the fourth ODI) and why was
leg spinner Yuzvendra Chahal
made to bowl only in the fourth
ODI despite having an impressive record in taking wickets,
especially against the Aussies
(He took six wickets at
Melbourne Cricket Ground in
January? One wonders why
there is so much fluctuation in
the precise selection of the players when the ICC Cricket World
Cup is just a few months away.

Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Women set agenda”, (March 14).
The political debut of Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra has strengthened the
role of women in the current political scenario of the country. This
time women leaders like Mamata
Banerjee and Mayawati stole the
limelight, the former as an architect of the mahagathbandhan and
the latter by mounting a solid challenge in Uttar Pradesh. Each
woman leader has addressed the
audience with wit and wisdom.
They say women can change the
destiny of a nation with their passion, compassion and determination. Hope all three can change the
poll narrative.
Dimple
Kanpur
Send your feedback to:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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Time to look at
why than how
Magical thinking still rules and the
arrogance on Brexit is as breathtaking
as the ignorance

POINTCOUNTERPOINT
NOBODY HAS HURT INDIA'S GLOBAL REPUTATION
AND CREDIBILITY MORE THAN MODI. 108 GLOBAL
ACADEMICS ARE CONCERNED ABOUT DATA
—CONGRESS SPOKESPERSON

THE CONGRESS, PAKISTAN AND CHINA DO NOT
WANT A STRONG PRIME MINISTER LIKE NARENDRA
MODI. INSTEAD, THEY WANT A MAJBOOR SARKAR
—UP MINISTER

RANDEEP SURJEWALA

SHRIKANT SHARMA

Right man for the right job

GWYNNE DYER
Europeans are not laughing at the English for the most
They are looking at them with pity and scorn. But also,
Twithhepart.aother
great deal of impatience. On Tuesday, the British parliament
rejected Prime Minister Theresa May’s “deal” for Britain’s exit (Brexit)
from the European Union, painfully negotiated over more than twoand-a-half years, by an overwhelming 149-vote majority.
It was the second time the Parliament, including a large chunk
of her own Conservative Party, rejected the deal she made with
the EU last November. The main reason both times was the socalled “backstop”: a commitment by May’s government to avoid
a hard border in Ireland at all costs. On Wednesday, the British
Parliament also rejected a proposal that Britain just leave the EU
without a deal. “Crashing out” would mean instant customs barriers at the United Kingdom’s port, airports and land borders, with
immense disruption of trade, including food imports and industrial supply chains. It would be an economic disaster.
So on Thursday, the British Parliament voted yes to asking the
EU for a postponement of the departure date, currently scheduled
for the 29th of this month. That vote, however, doesn’t even control how long the postponement should be. The EU decides that.
If your local day care was this feckless, you’d move your children
at once.
The EU will probably grant the UK a delay to avoid a “no-deal
Brexit”, but there will be no more negotiations: the delay would only
be to give May time to sort out the politics of getting her deal through.
It will probably be a long delay, not just a few weeks, because
nobody believes she can do that quickly (if at all). And it will require
the consent of all the EU’s 27 other national leaders.
It’s all about the “backstop.” That’s why the Parliament wouldn’t pass May’s deal and it’s why the EU refuses to re-negotiate it.
May’s November deal with the EU promised that the UK would stay
in the existing customs union with the EU, and also remain closely aligned with the “single market” that guarantees the free movement of goods, capital, services and labour across the whole EU
— until and unless the two parties negotiate an alternative arrangement that keeps the inter-Irish border unpoliced and almost
unmarked.
If you drive the 500 km border between the Republic of Ireland
and Northern Ireland, which is a part of the UK, the road crosses
it dozens of times (there are 270 vehicle crossings). The only way
you know you have crossed the border again is that speed limits
are posted in kilometres in the Republic, but in miles in the North.
But for 30 years during the “Troubles” (1969-1999), which
saw 3,000 people killed in a province of less than two million people, the border was a war zone. British soldiers, of whom hundreds
died there, called it “bandit country.” The killing ended with the “Good
Friday Agreement” of 1999, which managed to achieve a compromise between the Protestants of Northern Ireland (who feel British)
and the Catholics (who mostly identify as Irish). There would be
power-sharing at the government level and the border with the
Republic would become invisible. The Irish nationalists in the North
could even have Irish passports instead of British ones.
Brexit is almost entirely an English nationalist project —
Scotland and Northern Ireland both voted to remain in the EU —
and the Brexiteers just ignored the fact that leaving the EU would
sabotage the Good Friday deal by creating a hard border in Ireland.
There would have to be customs officers and passport checks,
or else there would be huge amounts of smuggling and an uncontrolled flow of illegal migrants. But a hard border would bring the
war back, even though most people don’t want it. The population
on the UK side of the border is overwhelmingly Catholic, and any
attempt to control the border without putting officials on it will fail:
The local people will just destroy the cameras and other sensors.
But put in customs officials, and you will need police to protect them and soon enough, you will need soldiers to protect the
police. Welcome to the Troubles, volume two.
So, the Irish government demanded that the border stay open
and invisible. It is and will remain a member of the EU, so that became
EU policy. Which means Northern Ireland (and, therefore, all the
rest of the UK) must stay in the customs union until someone comes
up with a magical method for controlling the border, invisibly.
That’s why the “backstop” was necessary and Theresa May
accepted that when she signed the deal last November. However,
she cannot sell it to her own party’s hard-line Brexiteers, let alone
to the other parties in the Parliament. Magical thinking still rules,
and the arrogance is as breathtaking as the ignorance.
What happens next? Nobody has any idea.
(The writer’s new book is Growing Pains: The Future of
Democracy and Work)

India is pegged to become the world’s largest workforce by 2027 but for this, it has to
shift focus from mere skilling of youth. The nature of skills has to be re-considered

CLEMENT CHAUVET
hile on a field trip to Mumbai in
Maniben MP Shah College of
Shreemati Nathibai Damodar
Thackersay (SNDT) University in Matunga, I met
Nithya, a 19-year-old girl, for whom the very idea
of being employed was, until a few months ago,
a distant dream. Today, Nithya is on the brink
of a new life, equipped with a letter of intent from
Andromeda Loans that guarantees her a job. I
also learnt that she will be the first woman in her
family to venture out for work. What Nithya
needed most was guidance on how to find the
right career opportunities that can help her secure
her family’s future.
She received this along with 200 other students who attended the career guidance counselling and employability session facilitated by
the Disha Programme—a partnership of the
United Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) India and India Development
Foundation and supported by the IKEA
Foundation. Under this programme, young
girls like Nithya are guided on discovering their
interests, trained on how to improve their
employability skills and are connected with the
companies and local businesses as potential
employees.
The Indian workforce today needs a formula to find the right person with the right skills
for the right job. It is essential to examine each
component of this requirement, to understand
how to develop a model which will ensure that
job seekers are connected with the right employers. It has long been believed that the Indian
employment market is supply-driven, without
considering the different aspects of the demand.
Aside from the demands of the employer or the
private sector, not enough focus is being given
to the needs and aspirations of the young jobseekers. Today, India is sitting on a goldmine of
raw talent, waiting to be nurtured, developed and
added to the growing human resource pool. India
has more than 50 per cent of its population below
the age of 25, a number that will look for jobs
for the next one decade. As per the Census 2011
and the National Sample Survey Office, there is
an estimate of over 105 million fresh entrants into
the workforce that would require skill training
by 2022.
While large-scale skill development programmes today focus on skilling and job placement, it also needs to explore what potential
employees want or excel at. This gap in programmes can lead to entrants resigning from
their positions within a few months. It also
becomes a problem for young women, who are
often pressured to get married in school or early
in their jobs. The aim must be to find the right
person for every job by providing counselling and
career guidance services to young men and
women, both in school and out of school, to
enable job-seekers to become aware of the range
of opportunities, discover their aptitudes and
choose a skill-set that matches their aspirations.
Second, the alignment of skills with jobs is
the most pivotal factor in determining the growth
of the Indian workforce. With the advent of technology, it is becoming clear that skills that are
taught today will become obsolete within the next

W

TODAY 21ST
CENTURY SKILLS
HAVE BECOME
CRUCIAL FOR
YOUNG PEOPLE
TO ENSURE
SUSTAINED
EMPLOYMENT
AND THE ABILITY
TO MAKE
DYNAMIC MOVES
WITHIN
DIFFERENT
SECTORS. THESE
INCLUDE
COMMUNICATION,
DIGITAL,
COGNITIVE AND
NON-COGNITIVE
SKILLS. ALL
SHOULD BE PART
OF FORMAL
EDUCATION

few years. Many skills that would be
required in the future are currently
unknown and large-scale programmes
to impart technical skills to the youth
today may leave them unemployed in
a decade or so.
According to the World Economic
Forum’s The Future of Jobs Report, by
2022, no less than 54 per cent of all
employees will require significant reand up-skilling. Of these, about 35 per
cent are expected to require additional training of up to six months, nine per
cent will require re-skilling, lasting six
to 12 months, while 10 per cent will
require additional skills training of
more than a year.
In such a situation, “21st century
skills” become crucial for young people to ensure sustained employment
and the ability to make dynamic moves
within different sectors. These transferable capabilities are useful in all jobs
and include communication, digital,
cognitive (computing, critical thinking
and ability to learn) and non-cognitive
(social emotional intelligence, teamwork, creativity) skills. Such functional abilities need to be introduced into
the formal education system very early
on, and not only in the context of jobseeking. Imbibing such skills from a pri-

mary level would equip the youth
much better for the dynamic nature of
employment that the market will be
witnessing in the years ahead. For
example, even if a computer is able to
handle document and loan processing,
Nithya will still be essential for customer relations, due to the communication skills she acquired during her
training with Project Disha.
The last component is the identification of the right job. Currently, the
formal economy in India, represented
by large companies, constitutes 10-15
per cent of the workforce. The majority of employment opportunities lie
within the unorganised sector, and
unfortunately these smaller companies
currently lie completely outside the
purview of the skilling ecosystem.
While all the major government
schemes are currently geared towards
the formal economy, it is important to
understand the requirements of smaller employers within the unorganised
sector and create linkages with the
youth to tap the full potential of the
employment market. This requires
greater decentralisation to bring together local employers, skilling institutes,
and potential employees.
The UNDP is creating such collab-

orative platforms at the district level for
various stakeholders in the skilling
ecosystem, including NGOs, local
administration, schools and colleges,
vocational training providers, sectorskill councils, and local businesses. All
of them would benefit from such a platform, wherein they understand each
other’s needs much more clearly,
enabling the youth to be skilled in
those areas where employers require
workers.
Interventions like Project Disha
aim to create an ecosystem where education links directly with the needs of
the market, and such linkages are pivotal in ensuring that more young
women like Nithya can achieve their
goals. It is clear that the need for the
youth to skill themselves in alignment
with the needs of India Inc is essential
in preparing India for 2027, when it is
likely to have the world’s largest workforce. Merely skilling is not enough; the
nature of skills that are being taught, as
well as the motivation and knowledge
of the youth are both crucial factors in
ensuring the success of all large-scale
skilling programmes in India.
(The author is the chief of Skill
and Business Development at
UNDP in India)

China’s hidden agenda to shield Masood Azhar
As long as animosity continues to exist between India and China, Pakistan will remain an important player in China’s security calculus. India
and China must narrow their differences and cooperate with each other rather than compete to justify the 21st century as one led by Asia

BRIG ANIL GUPTA
he nation is once again discussing
China’s decision to block efforts at
the United Nations to ban Jaish-eMuhammed (JeM) chief Masood Azhar for
the fourth consecutive time. Predictably,
China’s intransigence has led to collective
anger, talk of economic squeeze and a
political slugfest resulting in a division on
matters of national security.
In diplomatic terms, China has put the
proposal on “technical hold,” a strategy it
had adopted before. It allowed time to lapse
and finally terminated it. The hold can last
up to a maximum of nine months after
which China can again use its veto power.
There was a renewed hope that after the
BRICS 2018 declaration, and the fact that
four out of five permanent members in the
Security Council were backing the proposal, China would not put any spoke in the
wheel. JeM’s owning the responsibility for
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the very recent Pulwama terror attack,
which had drawn unilateral criticism
from the international community, including Muslim countries like Saudi Arabia and
the UAE, had also kindled hope that China
would not like to be seen holding a view
contrary to the international community
in its quest of becoming a global power. But
to humour its ally, which is key to its access
to the Gwadar port and which turns a blind
eye to its Uighur Muslims, China bolted
from taking global action. India was
eagerly awaiting the decision of the UN’s
1267 Al Qaeda Committee because a ban
under it would have led to a freeze on
Azhar’s assets and a travel and arms ban,
denting the capability of Jaish.
China’s move has set off a full-blown
political controversy, with the Opposition
labelling it as a failure of the Modi government’s foreign policy. But should we be
playing politics in matters of national security without knowing the whole truth? A
dispassionate look at the entire episode
would suggest a victory for India’s foreign
policy since for the first time, an unprecedented number of countries, including the
four permanent members of the Security
Council, were in favour of designating
Azhar a global terrorist. Fourteen of the
15 United National Security Council
members backed the proposal for Azhar’s

designation as a global terrorist. The
draft was co-sponsored by Australia,
Bangladesh, Italy, Japan — all non-members of the Security Council. India’s anger
and dismay is justified but today it has a
bigger cushion of support.
China has a very clear strategic vision
and its intent and policy have complete
convergence as far as its global interests are
concerned. It is clear that the country is
using its soft power to act against India’s
interests as Pakistan requested it to in pursuance of mutual strategic objectives.
China’s strategic interests demand an
access to the Indian Ocean and an alternative to Sea Lanes of Communications
(SLOCs), passing through the vulnerable
South China Sea. The key to both lies with
Pakistan in the form of the Gwadar Port,
which has become a necessity for China
for furthering its influence in Asia and
Africa as well. Moreover, in consonance
with Chanakya’s teaching of “enemy’s
enemy is your best friend,” Pakistan foots
the bill and provides China an ideal
“proxy” against India. This clarifies to an
extent the reason behind China’s behaviour
vis-à-vis Azhar, who is a mere pawn in a
much bigger game. China is not repeatedly bailing out the dreaded terrorist but is
coming to the rescue of its trusted ally —
Pakistan — which stares at the possibili-

ty of being designated a “terror state.”
There is no doubt that China and India
do not enjoy the best of neighbourly relations and have an unsettled border dispute,
with China already in illegal occupation
of Indian territory and staking claim for
more. Pakistan in any case is an avowed
enemy of India and considers it a quintessential threat. Humiliated by the shameful defeat suffered by its army in 1971
resulting in its bifurcation, Pakistan has
unleashed a proxy war against India with
terror as an instrument of its state policy.
It, therefore, forms an ideal partner of
China in the region. As long as animosity continues to exist between India and
China, Pakistan will remain an important
player in China’s security calculus.
Moreover, as part of China’s ambitious
Belt and Road Initiative, it has made multibillion dollar investments in Pakistan,
which India is objecting to. China has
repeatedly tried to convince India that the
China Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) is not India-centric but is a project of economic cooperation aimed at ushering prosperity, peace and stability in the
region. India opposes on the issue of “sovereignty” since it runs through the territory of PoK. China at no cost is going to
let its investment go waste and for that, it
needs to keep Pakistan in good humour.

China claims that it has no hegemonic
designs in the region. By keeping terrorists like Azhar and others under its protection, China ensures peace at its CPEC
project (a quid pro quo).
Another possible reason is that China
is worried by India’s vigorous efforts to
upgrade and build infrastructure on the
Indo-China border. Raising of the mountain strike corps is one such thorn in the
flesh. It would, therefore, like IndoPakistan relations to remain in turmoil and
hostile so that the government of India’s
renewed attention towards developing
the Indo-China border remains diverted,
as well as its adverse effect on the growing Indian economy.
Interestingly, JeM is already a banned
organisation and China should have no
objection to declaring its chief as a global terrorist. But China has always had a
dubious policy regarding terror and support to rogue nations. Its support of
North Korea and its despot ruler is a case
in point. China has tried to justify its stand
by stating that the case against Azhar lacks
unanimity. It is a vague argument to circumvent adverse international media. As
far as the BRICS declaration is concerned, China’s stand is that its move is not
in contradiction to its policy in the context of the BRICS declaration as the

member states have not entered into any
such agreement. Only banned organisations were discussed during the summit
and not individuals as per the Chinese
assertion. China considers it is fully justified in putting the proposal on “technical hold” on the plea that it would allow
more time to the Committee and its members to examine the entire issue and
evolve a consensus.
It is in the interest of global peace that
India and China must narrow their differences and cooperate with each other
rather than compete to justify 21st century as the century led by Asia. China also
knows that as years pass by, it would be difficult to beat back India with its military
power and, therefore, would resort to soft
power. China has a huge trade surplus of
$52 billion (2017-18) with India. Whether
we can afford a trade war with China is an
issue which must be deliberated and
analysed in detail before rushing into any
emotion-based decision. This is where the
skills of Indian diplomacy would be put to
a severe test. Once, the strategic interests
of India and China converge, Pakistan will
diminish from the latter’s security calculus.
(The author is a Jammu based
political commentator, columnist,
security and strategic analyst)
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Sensex hits 6-mth high;
surges over 260 points
PTI n MUMBAI

xtending its winning run to
the fifth session, BSE
E
benchmark Sensex climbed
269 points to hit six-month
high of 38,024 led by rally in
banking stocks amid soaring
foreign fund inflows, strengthening rupee and positive global cues.
After rallying nearly 500
points in afternoon trade, the
Sensex settled 269.43 points, or
0.71%, higher at 38,024.32.
The NSE Nifty closed 83.60
points, or 0.74%, up at
11,426.85.
The 30-share index
breached the 38,000-mark for
the first time in six months. It
had ended at 38,090.64 on
September 14, 2018.
Broader indices, however,
ended on a mixed note, with
BSE midcap ending 0.55%
higher and BSE smallcap slipping 0.34%.
Kotak Bank was the top
gainer in the Sensex pack, ending 4.31% higher. PowerGrid,
TCS, ICICI Bank, SBI, HCL
Tech, NTPC, Infosys, Bajaj
Finance, HDFC duo, ONGC,
Vedanta and IndusInd Bank too
rose up to 2.84%.
On the other hand, HUL,
Yes Bank, ITC, Bharti Airtel,
RIL, Sun Pharma and Axis
Bank fell up to 2.16%.

Sectorally, the BSE power,
bankex, teck, oil and gas, IT and
finance indices gained the most,
rising up to 1.94%, while BSE
telecom, FMCG and energy
indices fell up to 1.79%,.
“Benchmark indices outperformed with IT index leading from the front amid positive global cues, BREXIT &
Trade-deal deadline has been
extended. Besides, PSU banks
are moving out of PCA frame
and global liquidity is increasing supported by dovish
FOMC which is positive for
India. Strengthening rupee and
drop in yield is positive for rate
sensitive stocks,” said Vinod
Nair, head of research at Geojit
Financial Services, said.
During the week, Sensex
surged 1352.89 points, or
3.68%, while Nifty climbed
391.89 points or, 3.54%. The
BSE-30 index gained by around
3.5% in the past week.
Rally in the Indian markets
was led by strong foreign institutional investors (FII), buying
on account of reduction in
geopolitical risks and opinion
polls suggesting a likely return
of the NDA government in the
upcoming general elections,
said Sanjeev Zarbade, vicepresident, PCG Research,
Kotak Securities.
On a net basis, FIIs bought
shares worth a net of `1,482.99
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0.65
618.05
3.40
1475.00
7.70
33.95
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0.10
1037.00
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-2.00
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-1.00
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3070.00
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crore on Thursday, while
domestic institutional investors
(DIIs) were net sellers to the
tune of `817.77 crore, provisional data available with the
BSE showed.
“The flows from overseas
from the FIIs have helped the
markets, and a stable to
stronger rupee has been facilitated by likely year end repatriations too,” said Joseph
Thomas, head of research at
Emkay Wealth Management.
Strengthening gains, the
rupee appreciated on Friday
jumped 24 paise to close at 69.10
against the US dollar on sustained foreign fund inflows and
heavy buying in domestic equities. Forex traders said the dollar’s weakness against its key
rivals overseas and easing crude
prices strengthened the market
sentiment domestically.
Elsewhere in Asia, Hong
Kong’s Hang Seng rose 0.56%,
per cent, Korea’s Kospi was up
0.95%, Shanghai Composite
Index rallied 1.04%, and Japan’s
Nikkei ended 0.77% higher.
Similarly, in the Eurozone,
Frankfurt’s DAX gained 0.27%.
Paris CAC 40 rose 0.44%.
London’s FTSE was up 0.54% in
early deals.
Global crude benchmark
Brent crude futures rose 0.43 per
cent to USD 67.52 per
barrel.

Brookfield-led InVIT to buy
RIL’s East-West gas
pipeline for `13,000 cr

New Delhi (PTI): Canadian investor Brookfield-led India
Infrastructure Trust (InVIT) has agreed to buy billionaire Mukesh
Ambani’s loss-making East-West gas pipeline for `13,000 crore.
The InVIT will acquire 100 per cent equity interest in Pipeline
Infrastructure Pvt Ltd, owner and operators of the pipeline that
transports Reliance Industries Ltd’s eastern offshore KG-D6 gas to
customers, according to a statement issued by Ambani’s flagship
company. After this, the existing pipeline usage agreement has been
reworked to reduce capacity reserved for RIL gas to 33 million standard cubic meters per day from 56 mmscmd currently. RIL will
have to transport at least 22 mmscmd of gas through the pipeline
at the revised tariff, failing which it will be liable to pay the differential amount to Pipeline Infrastructure, the statement said.
The East West pipeline originates at Kakinada in Andhra
Pradesh and travels 1,460-kilometre up to Bharuch in Gujarat. It
commenced operations in 2009 with an original design capacity
to transport 85 mmscmd of gas, including 21.25 mmscmd on common carrier basis. The length of the main trunk pipeline is 1,385
km from Kakinada to Bharuch and 75 km is the length of the spur
lines. East-West pipeline operators in filings to oil regulator
Petroleum and Natural Gas Regulatory Board (PNGRB) have
claimed that the pipeline was built at a cost of `16,347.96 crore.
The pipeline primarily transports KG-D6 gas, which has steadily dipped from 69.43 million standard cubic metres per day achieved
in March 2010 to under 3 mmscmd. RIL and its partner BP are
investing USD 4-5 billion in developing three sets of gas fields in
the flagging KG-D6 block. The three sets of discoveries are envisaged to produce 22-25 mmscmd of gas.

Exports up 2.44 pc in Feb; trade deficit narrows
New Delhi (PTI): The country’s
exports grew by 2.44 per cent year-onyear to USD 26.67 billion in February on
account of higher shipments in sectors
such as pharmaceuticals, engineering and
electronics, according to data from the

commerce ministry. Imports declined by
5.4 per cent to USD 36.26 billion in the
last month, narrowing the trade deficit to
USD 9.6 billion. The gap between imports
and exports was USD 12.3 billion in
February 2018.

Gold imports also fell sharply by
about 11 per cent to USD 2.58 billion in
February as against USD 2.89 billion in
the corresponding month last fiscal.
During the April-February period of
the current fiscal year, exports grew 8.85

per cent to USD 298.47 billion, while
imports rose by 9.75 per cent to USD 464
billion. The trade deficit has widened to
USD 165.52 billion during the 11 months
of the current fiscal from USD 148.55 billion compared to the year-ago period.
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TATACOFFEE
FLFL
CROMPTON
TNPL
IOB
LAOPALA
SADBHAV
VBL
EIHOTEL
DCAL
ENDURANCE
ZENSARTECH
BAJAJHLDNG
PNCINFRA
GODREJIND
CAPPL
ESSELPRO
TORNTPOWER
GSPL
REDINGTON
BOSCHLTD
MAHINDCIE
GICHSGFIN
HINDCOPPER
ISGEC
GDL
MERCK
BALMLAWRIE
UCOBANK
GILLETTE
ITDCEM
AMARAJABAT
MHRIL
PIIND
MRF
RAMCOCEM
MMTC
QUESS
SJVN
HERITGFOOD
TEJASNET
CENTURYPLY
ABB
GPPL
CENTRALBK
KALPATPOWR
JSLHISAR
MAHABANK
ANDHRABANK
PFIZER
SUDARSCHEM
HAL
LUXIND
LALPATHLAB
GLAXO

209.45 210.40
610.70 614.00
104.45 104.45
454.90 459.65
174.60 174.60
1284.80 1293.00
17.15
17.20
219.35 228.00
1422.70 1448.80
73.40
74.10
358.00 373.00
1617.50 1617.50
293.00 293.00
257.00 258.50
1010.00 1010.00
1841.80 1868.05
46.70
47.90
435.05 462.00
1140.00 1140.00
333.95 334.00
275.00 275.65
494.95 502.00
95.95
95.95
247.75 247.95
679.00 681.00
262.90 268.75
305.35 321.30
700.55 724.85
161.40 161.55
9022.00 9022.00
106.25 107.00
618.15 619.55
95.35
96.90
467.50 476.55
228.90 229.40
215.60 217.05
14.50
14.64
215.00 215.90
255.15 255.15
825.85 829.50
201.05 207.30
216.20 216.20
1157.90 1168.65
218.65 237.00
3376.55 3377.00
161.20 162.00
532.00 536.70
426.00 437.90
117.00 121.50
256.35 258.40
181.50 184.00
100.00 101.45
18790.00 18790.00
243.40 248.00
265.35 265.95
48.10
49.30
5660.00 5760.00
127.85 133.90
3442.50 3442.50
188.35 194.75
18.80
18.95
6490.00 6664.10
131.20 135.85
746.80 752.75
243.10 255.00
1003.95 1023.90
57379.90 57920.50
709.00 719.85
27.90
28.25
779.50 798.00
24.55
24.85
542.00 545.30
166.00 180.85
194.35 197.20
1315.20 1315.20
93.30
94.00
34.00
34.60
405.05 449.85
92.10
93.10
13.39
13.55
26.40
26.95
3155.00 3220.00
345.85 347.80
688.10 688.10
1297.20 1308.95
1040.00 1065.40
1316.65 1316.65

206.10
601.00
102.25
450.90
166.50
1269.85
16.75
217.65
1400.00
72.20
358.00
1580.00
282.05
245.95
981.05
1825.50
46.20
426.40
1126.30
318.00
271.45
489.00
94.10
230.00
656.00
260.00
305.35
700.05
158.00
8430.10
101.05
612.00
94.00
466.05
227.00
207.00
13.60
209.50
242.10
814.10
195.60
206.30
1145.00
217.95
3321.00
158.45
528.60
417.85
117.00
254.75
179.05
98.70
18350.00
242.00
253.40
48.10
5555.05
126.00
3355.00
188.05
18.40
6363.00
131.20
743.60
243.10
1000.20
56860.50
702.00
27.20
768.50
24.35
537.90
166.00
191.80
1296.00
92.00
33.70
405.05
89.65
13.00
25.50
3119.55
340.05
671.10
1265.05
1030.00
1296.20

206.65
608.60
103.00
453.90
169.05
1273.00
16.95
222.90
1417.10
73.40
370.55
1591.45
283.75
254.05
993.30
1858.20
46.80
438.65
1130.20
322.65
274.90
498.95
94.30
234.75
669.15
262.65
313.65
706.75
159.05
8549.05
102.05
615.05
94.30
471.80
228.15
209.15
13.73
210.10
246.00
821.35
199.55
211.30
1150.60
229.65
3330.80
159.65
533.90
422.60
118.45
256.00
180.80
100.25
18448.90
243.85
258.00
48.40
5600.95
127.70
3374.25
192.20
18.50
6520.75
132.90
746.10
250.15
1010.10
57480.10
704.30
27.50
793.70
24.40
541.30
177.65
192.35
1303.85
92.90
34.00
447.20
90.55
13.36
25.95
3200.20
341.95
674.70
1278.05
1047.80
1298.50

FORBESCO
MAHLIFE
GREENPLY
CARBORUNIV
NILKAMAL
PAGEIND
GUJALKALI
THERMAX
THOMASCOOK
KRBL
NETWORK18
CRISIL
VINATIORGA
ASTRAZEN
PHOENIXLTD
ATUL
TEAMLEASE
JCHAC
SOMANYCERA
ITDC
LINDEINDIA
3MINDIA
BDL
AEGISLOG
JKCEMENT
CENTRUM
JKLAKSHMI
COCHINSHIP
BLUEDART
APARINDS
SYMPHONY
PGHH
ELGIEQUIP
BIRLACORPN
APLLTD
CUB
NBVENTURES
GSKCONS
MINDACORP
KNRCON
IFBIND
IBULISL
JBCHEPHARM
VTL
NESCO
BAYERCROP
APLAPOLLO
UNITEDBNK
SANOFI
SHILPAMED
COROMANDEL
IEX
DBCORP
THYROCARE
MONSANTO
FINOLEXIND
LAXMIMACH
SHREECEM
SUPRAJIT
FDC
GAYAPROJ
KPRMILL
SHK
SHARDACROP
CCL
BLUESTARCO
JYOTHYLAB
JAGRAN
NH
AKZOINDIA
TVTODAY
GET&D
STARCEMENT
SIS
SUNCLAYLTD
NAVNETEDUL
TIMKEN
ERIS
TVSSRICHAK
TIMETECHNO
WABCOINDIA
INDOSTAR
SUPPETRO
SKFINDIA
TATAINVEST
ABBOTINDIA
KIOCL
GEPIL
HONAUT
GALAXYSURF
ASTERDM
MAHSCOOTER
SCHAEFFLER
HATSUN
SHRIRAMCIT
DHANUKA
GULFOILLUB
ORIENTCEM
ZYDUSWELL
CERA
SFL
TRITURBINE
TIFHL
AIAENG
SHOPERSTOP
ASAHIINDIA
SOLARINDS
GRINDWELL
RATNAMANI

2250.00
373.00
151.85
379.20
1370.00
23823.00
518.75
1038.00
222.10
365.35
35.85
1470.45
1683.60
2000.00
656.95
3310.00
2914.60
2078.95
385.00
285.15
505.05
24030.00
286.05
204.50
832.00
35.25
349.90
385.60
3243.45
636.85
1350.00
10406.25
246.35
538.10
552.50
185.75
105.55
7074.25
145.50
257.15
970.00
321.50
337.60
1077.00
454.00
4307.50
1373.00
10.95
5820.25
366.30
483.00
164.95
203.00
542.90
2640.15
535.00
6220.00
17767.60
231.20
180.15
162.40
592.35
153.25
381.00
290.95
684.45
188.80
114.10
222.55
1760.90
338.25
297.00
104.50
857.65
3194.00
110.40
573.50
656.00
2272.00
101.00
6450.00
344.15
223.15
1956.00
846.50
7370.25
147.00
836.20
22473.00
1107.50
157.70
3353.00
5449.10
714.00
1759.85
433.00
835.00
86.30
1286.00
2644.95
1330.00
118.35
498.95
1761.00
469.30
270.50
1038.95
589.80
882.00

2370.00
373.00
152.75
385.85
1407.70
23980.00
525.00
1038.00
224.10
368.00
35.85
1480.00
1693.30
2026.00
682.00
3331.55
2980.30
2078.95
387.60
286.65
510.95
24400.00
291.00
205.90
845.50
36.00
357.00
385.60
3288.00
659.70
1350.00
10525.00
246.35
544.80
552.50
189.60
105.55
7100.00
145.50
257.20
999.00
331.35
343.00
1097.65
471.00
4332.50
1390.00
10.95
5869.40
371.00
486.35
165.40
205.00
543.50
2640.15
539.85
6299.95
17829.60
233.00
182.00
164.25
592.35
153.25
381.00
291.55
684.45
188.80
114.10
229.00
1763.75
341.10
298.20
105.25
858.70
3221.05
110.85
579.70
657.60
2318.00
104.00
6450.00
352.00
230.40
1956.75
847.60
7371.75
149.05
846.00
22573.40
1126.50
158.50
3372.90
5475.00
719.95
1780.00
435.00
853.00
88.55
1297.90
2644.95
1357.90
118.35
498.95
1766.00
473.00
271.00
1038.95
590.00
887.85

2250.00
352.00
144.00
371.00
1350.45
23511.05
518.00
1010.10
219.85
352.50
33.90
1431.00
1630.20
1960.15
655.00
3267.70
2720.00
1860.00
376.00
275.05
496.10
23425.00
284.05
203.00
823.45
34.45
345.00
378.00
3227.15
630.00
1286.05
10220.00
241.80
530.10
546.25
185.75
101.85
7033.00
142.30
252.45
970.00
312.55
326.15
1070.10
450.00
4280.95
1337.00
10.65
5602.00
362.50
475.75
162.40
199.20
520.10
2578.00
529.85
6150.00
17222.00
223.00
177.15
158.00
584.00
150.00
350.00
288.35
651.00
184.40
110.05
222.55
1736.30
329.00
291.10
101.85
850.00
3125.00
108.10
568.25
649.30
2233.00
101.00
6375.00
340.00
223.10
1930.55
840.05
7290.00
143.00
825.00
22100.00
1090.10
155.25
3324.90
5389.50
713.00
1740.00
426.75
835.00
85.50
1286.00
2620.00
1330.00
112.50
481.70
1746.00
468.55
266.00
1030.00
582.70
880.05

2319.50
363.40
147.50
378.30
1375.40
23615.35
522.85
1015.50
222.15
359.35
34.40
1446.40
1641.55
1980.10
677.00
3286.40
2787.00
1925.55
381.25
278.00
502.90
23770.10
286.20
204.10
830.15
34.80
352.35
379.70
3262.70
656.40
1294.80
10294.35
242.70
536.15
547.10
188.50
102.35
7069.70
143.45
255.60
981.45
322.55
332.50
1087.85
459.10
4311.45
1368.00
10.70
5720.70
366.90
479.75
163.65
200.75
523.95
2590.25
536.70
6171.35
17575.55
228.45
179.00
160.70
585.05
150.50
358.35
289.10
665.15
184.90
111.50
228.15
1744.25
332.30
293.10
102.35
851.80
3138.50
108.85
569.80
655.40
2262.05
101.55
6419.65
346.80
225.20
1935.10
841.35
7310.40
144.25
839.60
22145.40
1121.25
155.25
3329.25
5459.60
713.45
1763.00
431.90
851.25
86.40
1292.50
2625.85
1340.00
113.45
495.05
1757.85
469.25
266.50
1032.55
584.60
885.00
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Islamophobia responsible for NZ attacks: Pak
PTI n ISLAMABAD

akistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan on Friday said
P
that increasing “Islamophobia”
after the 9/11 terror attacks in
the US was responsible for the
attack on two mosques in New
Zealand that killed at least 49
worshippers.
“Strongly condemning” the
terror attack on the mosques
in New Zealand, Prime Minister
Khan tweeted: “This reaffirms
what we have always maintained: that terrorism does not
have a religion. Prayers go to the
victims and their families.”

At least 49 people were
killed in attacks on the Al Noor
Mosque in central Christchurch
and the Linwood Mosque in the
city’s outer suburb, in what
appeared to be the worst attack
on Muslims in a western country. Khan said that increasing
Islamophobia after 9/11 was
responsible for this act of terror
and Muslims were demonised
deliberately.
“I blame these increasing
terror attacks on the current
Islamophobia post-9/11 where
Islam & 1.3 bn Muslims have
collectively been blamed for
any act of terror by a Muslim.

This has been done deliberately to also demonise legitimate
Muslim political struggles,” he
tweeted.
Foreign Minister Shah
Mehmood Qureshi also condemned the terrorist attack in
New Zealand in the strongest
terms.
He “expressed condolences
over loss of innocent lives in the
heinous attack”. Foreign Office
spokesperson Muhammad
Faisal tweeted that Pakistan
High Commission is in constant
touch with the local authorities
in New Zealand to ascertain further details on the attacks.

Gunman livestreamed shooting
Pakistani traders protest to condemn the New Zealand mosque shooting, in Islamabad, Pakistan, Friday.

AP

Aus PM condemns NZ terror attacks,
says terrorists dont deserve names

PTI n MELBOURNE

ith an Australia-born man
W
emerging as the prime suspect in one of the two terror attacks
in New Zealand, Australian Prime
Minister Scott Morrison on Friday
said he cannot understand how
anyone who would engage in such
hate and violence can be called a
“human”.
At least 49 worshippers were
killed in attacks on the Al Noor
Mosque in central Christchurch
and the Linwood Mosque in the
city’s outer suburb, in what
appeared to be the worst attack
against Muslims in a western
country.
Witnesses said victims being
shot at close range, with women
and children believed to be among
those killed. The gunman at one
mosque was an Australian-born
citizen, Morrison said in Sydney,
describing him as “an extremist,
right-wing, violent terrorist”.
Morrison said an investigation has
been launched into the Australian
man’s involvement in the attack.
“We are outraged and we stand
here and condemn absolutely the
attack that occurred today by an

extremist, right-wing violent terrorist who has taken the lives, stolen
lives, in a vicious, murderous
attack that has claimed so many
New Zealanders,” Morrison said
from Kirribilli House.
Morrison said he had no
information to suggest any
Australians had been killed but
noted it was “very early on” and the
situation was unfolding. Media
reports identified Brenton Tarrant,
an Australia-born man, as one of
the suspects. A manifesto posted
to social media by a person claiming to be named Brenton Tarrant
notes he was born in Australia and
it is believed he spent time living
in Grafton, in northern New

US regulators sue VW
over emissions scandal
Washington (AFP): US
stock regulators have sued
Volkswagen over the emissions
cheating scandal, alleging the
German automaker committed
fraud by raising billions in corporate bonds while lying to
investors about the environmental impact of its cars. In a filing
Thursday night in California,
the Securities and Exchange
Commission said that from April
2014 to May 2015, Volkswagen
issued more than USD 13 billion
in bonds and asset-backed securities in US markets while senior
executives knew that more than
500,000 vehicles in the US grossly exceeded legal vehicle emissions limits.
By hiding the emissions
scheme, Volkswagen reaped hundreds of millions of dollars in benefit by issuing securities at more
attractive rates, the SEC complaint
alleges. “Issuers availing themselves of American capital markets must provide investors with
accurate and complete information,” said Stephanie Avakian, codirector of the SEC enforcement
division.
“As we allege, Volkswagen
hid its decade-long emissions
scheme while it was selling billions of dollars of its bonds to
investors at inflated prices,” the
complaint said. It seeks “disgorgement of ill-gotten gains”
with prejudgment interest, and

civil penalties, according to a
summary of the SEC action.
It also seeks to bar former
VW CEO Martin Winterkorn
from serving as director or officer of any publicly traded company in the US. VW responded
saying the SEC complaint is
“legally and factually flawed” and
that it will fight it vigorously.
“The SEC has brought an
unprecedented complaint over
securities sold only to sophisticated investors who were not
harmed and received all payments of interest and principal in
full and on time,” VW said in a
statement.
“The SEC does not charge
that any person involved in the
bond issuance knew that
Volkswagen diesel vehicles did
not comply with US emissions
rules when these securities were
sold, but simply repeats unproven
claims about Volkswagen AG’s
former CEO, who played no
part in the sales,” it added.
VW fitted millions of vehicles
worldwide with so-called “defeat
devices”, shorthand for software
that reduces output of harmful
emissions during testing - only to
allow it to increase many times
over once on the road. Of the 11
million vehicles VW and its subsidiaries sold worldwide with
defeat devices, some 2.4 million
were bought by German customers.

South Wales. “These people don’t
deserve names,” Morrison later
said. “Names imply some sort of
humanity and I struggle to see how
anyone who would engage in this
sort of hate and violence is human.
He doesn’t deserve a name.”
The Prime Minister said the
suspect was not known to
Australian authorities. “It is the
work of hate,” the Prime Minister
said. “That sort of hateful thinking has just reaped murder and
misery on a peaceful people just
going about their practice of faith
on a Friday. It’s disgusting.”
Morrison met senior national security officials, and while
noting authorities had “already put
in place all the necessary responses and precautions” he did not go
into details. “This attack reminds
us of the evil that is ever-present
and would seek to strike out at any
time and I particularly want to convey my heartfelt sympathies not
only to all New Zealand people, but
particularly my sincere prayers and
thoughts for those New Zealanders
and indeed Australians of Islamic
faith who have been the subject of
this callous right-wing extremist
attack,” he said.

Christchurch (AFP): An
Australian gunman whose
assaults on two New Zealand
mosques Friday left at least 49
people dead, published a racist
manifesto on Twitter before
livestreaming his rampage. The
New Zealand government said
it could be illegal to share the
video, which showed the gunman repeatedly shooting at
worshippers from close range.
The Facebook Live video, taken
with a camera that appeared to
be mounted on the gunman’s
body, shows a clean-shaven,
Caucasian man with short hair
driving to the Masjid al Noor
mosque
in
central
Christchurch. He enters the
building and fires repeatedly at
worshippers as he moves from
room to room.
AFP determined the video
was genuine through a digital
investigation that included
matching screenshots of the
mosque taken from the gunman’s footage with images available online showing the same
areas. The “manifesto” detailing
motivations for the attack was
posted on Friday morning onto
a Twitter account with the
same name and profile image as
the Facebook page that
streamed the attack. In the
video, the shooter parks his car
next to the mosque and gets out
of the vehicle with a rifle. He

slowly goes to the boot of his car
and retrieves another firearm.
He then walks into the compound of the mosque and fires
at a person standing near the
doorway before dropping the
rifle and shooting repeatedly
with the second weapon as he
moves inside.
The gunman fires dozens of
bullets at people trying to run
away or lying down in huddled
groups in corners of the rooms.
In the excerpt of the video
viewed by AFP, which did not
appear to be the full clip, he can
be seen changing cartridges
three times in just under two
minutes.
The framing of the video,
which shows only the gunman’s
hands holding the gun as he
shoots and reloads, is eerily
similar to the style of a first-person shooter video game. AFP is
not publishing the footage. In

Beijing (PTI): China’s rubberstamp Parliament on Friday
approved a landmark foreign
investment law to ease global concerns about its business environment, as the world’s second largest
economy tries to end a bruising
trade war with the US.
China’s parliament, the
National People’s Congress
(NPC), concluded its 10-day
annual session on Friday by
adopting the law. Chinese
President Xi Jinping and other
leaders attended the closing
meeting of the annual session at
the Great Hall of the People in
Beijing. Delegates at the NPC

Queen ‘deeply saddened’
ilies and friends of those
who have lost their lives,”
she said, paying tribute to
emergency workers and volunteers providing support to
the
i nj u r e d .
Queen
Elizabeth, 92, the world’s
oldest and longest-serving
living monarch, is queen of
15 other realms besides
Britain, including Australia,
Canada and New Zealand.
She last visited New Zealand
in 2002 as part of celebrations to mark the 50th
anniversary of her accession
to the throne.
L o n d o n / Va t i c a n C i t y
(AFP): Queen Elizabeth II,
New Zealand’s head of state,
said she was “deeply saddened” by the attacks on two
mosques on Friday which
left 49 people dead.
“I have been deeply
saddened by the appalling
events in Christchurch... At
t h i s t r a g i c t i m e , my
thoughts and prayers are
with all New Zealanders,”
s h e s ai d i n a m e s s a ge .
“Prince Philip and I send
our condolences to the fam-

POPE VOICES SOLIDARITY
WITH MUSLIMS
Pope Francis assured “all
New Zealanders, and in particular the Muslim community, of his heartfelt solidarity,”
after Friday’s attacks on two
mosques which left 49 people
dead. The pope was “deeply
saddened to learn of the injury
and loss of life caused by the
senseless acts of violence,”
Vatican Secretary of State
Pietro Parolin said in a
telegram.

passed the foreign investment
law with 2,929 in favour, eight
against and eight abstentions.The
law will come into effect on 1
January 2020. The new law
aims to create a more level playing field between domestic and
foreign businesses.
But some argue it does not
fully address the concerns foreign firms have about doing
business in China.
The
world’s two largest economies are
locked in a trade war since
Trump imposed heavy tariffs on
imported steel and aluminium
items from China in March last
year. Trump imposed tariff hikes

of up to 25 per cent on USD 250
billion of Chinese goods. In
response, China, the world’s second largest economy after the
US, imposed tit-for-tat tariffs on
USD 110 billion of American
goods. Top trade officials from
America and China are holding
talks to negotiate a comprehensive trade deal. US President
Donald Trump is demanding
China to reduce the USD 375 billion trade deficit, provide legal
protection for intellectual property rights (IPR), technology
transfer and more access to
American goods to Chinese
markets.

Students play with an inflatable globe as they march to demand action on climate change, in Rome, Friday. Students worldwide
are skipping class Friday to take to the streets to protest their governments' failure to take sufficient action against global warming.

US Senate rejects Trump’s border emergency declaration
PTI n WASHIGNTON

n a stunning rebuke to
Donald Trump, a dozen
Republican senators broke party
ranks and sided with Democrats
to terminate the US President’s
declaration of a national emergency on America’s border with
Mexico. In a 59-41 vote, 12
Republicans joined every Senate
Democrat on Thursday in a rare
move to block the president’s
effort to divert billions in funding to build his long-promised
border wall without congressional
approval.
The
Democratic-controlled House
of Representatives last month

I

PTI n BERLIN

here has been an increase
in heat-induced heart
T
attack risk between 2001 and

years, we found that there has
been an increase in heatinduced heart attack risk in
recent years,” said Kai Chen,
a researcher at Helmholtz
Z entr um Munchen in
Germany.
The researchers compared
data from 1987 to 2000 with

A young demonstrator holds a banner from multi-faith group 'Turn to Love' during a
vigil at New Zealand House in London, Friday.
AP

Chinese Parliament approves foreign
investment law to ease global concerns

backed the measure. The
Republicans joined Democrats
in voting down the emergency,
arguing that the president had
exceeded his powers in trying to
build a border wall over
Congress’ objections, the New
York Times reported. Following
the vote, President Trump
tweeted, “VETO!” Trump
slammed the vote, calling it a
“Democrat-inspired Resolution”.
“I look forward to VETOING the just passed Democrat
inspired Resolution which
would OPEN BORDERS while
increasing Crime, Drugs, and
Trafficking in our Country,” he

said in a tweet.
“I thank all of the Strong
Republicans who voted to support Border Security and our
desperately needed WALL!”
Trump said. Congress needs a
two-thirds majority of both
chambers to override a presidential veto, which is viewed as
unlikely in this case.
“Never before has a president asked for funding,
Congress has not provided it,
and the president then has used
the National Emergencies Act of
1976 to spend the money anyway,” said Senator Lamar
Alexander, Republican of

Heat-induced heart attack risk on the rise
2014, a study analysing data
over a period of 28 years has
found. The study, published
in the European Hear t
Journal, looked at more than
27,000 heart attack patients
between 1987 and 2014.
The average age of the
patients studied was around
63 and 73 per cent were men.
About 13,000 heart attacks
ended in the death of the
patient.
The individual heart
attacks were compared with
meteorological data on the
day of the attack and adjusted for a range of additional
factors, such as the day of the
week and socioeconomic status. “Over a period of 28

the 74-page manifesto entitled
“The Great Replacement”, the
gunman details his intention to
attack Muslims.
The title of the document
has the same name as a conspiracy theory originating in
France that believes European
populations are being displaced
in their homelands by immigrant groups with higher birth
rates. The gunman identified
himself as an Australia-born,
28-year-old white male from a
low-income, working-class
family. He said that key points
in his radicalisation were the
defeat of the French far-right
leader Marine Le Pen in 2017
elections, and the death of 11year-old Ebba Akerlund in the
2017 Stockholm truck attack.
Australian Prime Minister Scott
Morrison on Friday confirmed
the attacker at the Masjid al
Noor mosque was an
Australian.
“We stand here and condemn, absolutely the attack
that occurred today by an
extremist, right-wing, violent
terrorist,” Morrison said. New
Zealand authorities said that
three people had been arrested,
but their identities were not
made public. They later
announced one man, aged in
his late 20s, had been charged
with murder and would appear
in court on Saturday.

data from 2001 to 2014.
“Our analysis showed
that, over the last few years,
the risk of heat-induced heart
attack with increasing average
daily temperature has risen
compared to the previous
investigation period,” Chen
said in a statement.

Individuals with diabetes or
hyperlipidaemia — a condition in which there are high
levels of fat particles (lipids)
in the blood — were particularly at risk over the latter
period.
The researchers suspect
that this is partly a result of
global warming, but that it is
also a consequence of an
increase in risk factors such as
diabetes and hyperlipidaemia,
which have made the population more susceptible to
heat.
“Our study suggests that
greater consideration should
be given to high temperatures
as a potential trigger for heart
attacks — especially in view of
climate change,” said lead
researcher
Alexandra
Schneider. “Extreme weather
events, like the 2018 heat
waves in Europe, could in

future result in an increase in
cardiovascular disease,”
Schneider said.
“Our analysis suggests a
lower risk in the future, but
this lower risk was not significant and very cold days
will continue to represent a
potential trigger for heart
attacks,” he said. To what
extent increases in heat-related heart attacks will be counterbalanced by a decrease in
cold-related heart attacks is
not yet clear, researchers said.
The team is currently
performing extrapolations
aimed at modelling this
change in risk both in scenarios where the world meets
the Paris Agreement target to
restrict average temperature
increase between 1.5 degrees
Celsius and 2 degrees Celsius
and in scenarios where these
targets are missed.

Tennessee. Trump had sought
to frame the vote publicly as not
only a declaration of support for
his border security policies but
as a sign of personal loyalty, the
report said.
“It’s pure and simple: It’s a
vote for border security; it’s a
vote for no crime,” Trump told
reporters before the vote, which
he declared on Thursday morning on Twitter to be “a vote for
Nancy Pelosi, Crime, and the
Open Border Democrats!”. But
he could not overcome concerns
among Republican senators
about the legality of redirecting
USD 3.6 billion from military

construction projects toward
the border wall, even after
Congress explicitly rejected the
funding request. “I believe the
use of emergency powers in this
circumstance violates the
Constitution,” said Senator Jerry
Moran, Republican from
Kansas, in a statement.
“This continues our country down the path of all powerful executive — something
those who wrote the
Constitution were fearful of,”
Moran was quoted as saying.
The Republican senators who
stood by Trump insisted that
there was an immigration cri-

sis at the southern border and
that the order was well within
the jurisdiction of the National
Emergencies Act, which gives
presidents wide-ranging latitude to declare a national emergency.
The vote came a day after
the Senate rebuked president
Trump on foreign policy by
approving a bill to end US support for the Saudi-led coalition
in Yemen.
Trump declared a national
emergency last month after
signing a funding agreement
that did not include the money
he requested to build a wall.

GLOBE TROTTING

Priyanka Chopra reacts to Miley Cyrus’
post about her ‘ex’ Nick Jonas

Los Angeles: Miley Cyrus sent her ‘ex’ Nick Jonas a throwback picture through direct message, and shared a
screenshot on Instagram. Nick’s wife Priyanka Chopra has reacted about her ‘husband’. Priyanka Chopra has reacted
to a new Instagram post by singer Miley Cyrus, in which Miley had shared direct
messages she’d sent to Priyanka’s husband and her ex, Nick Jonas.Sharing a
screenshot of an old picture of herself that she’d sent Nick, in which both she
and her younger sister can be seen wearing Jonas Brothers T-shirts, she
wrote, “That moment when even your ex knows your socials have been
(lit).” Nick had replied to Miley’s message with, “These throwback shots
have been (lit).”Priyanka responded to the post in the comments section
and wrote, “Lol. Hahaha.. Hubby is right. These posts r (lit).”Nick and
Miley were rumoured to be dating at the height of their stardom years ago,
when he was a part of the Jonas Brothers boy band and she was a popular
actor on TV show Hannah Montana. Nick and Priyanka were married in a lavish
dual ceremony in Jodhpur’s Umaid Bhawan Palace hotel in December, 2018.
The Jonas Brothers reunited several years after having broken up with the recent
comeback single, Sucker. The music video featured not just Priyanka, but also Joe
Jonas’ fiance, Sophie Turner.Miley, meanwhile, married her on-and-off boyfriend
Liam Hemsworth (Priyanka’s Isn’t it Romantic co-star) in a quiet ceremony days
after the Priyanka-Nick wedding. Priyanka recently shared a picture of a new
Maybach, gifted to her by Nick. She captioned the picture, “When the hubby
goes number one.. the wifey gets a @maybach !! Introducing.. Extra Chopra
Jonas.. haha .. I love you baby!! Yaaay! Best husband ever.”
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Kim rethinking US talks Boeing challenged to prove its jets are safe
AP n WASHINGTON

AP n PYONGYANG

orth Korean leader Kim
Jong Un will soon make a
decision on whether to continue diplomatic talks and
maintain the country’s moratorium on missile launches
and nuclear tests, a senior
North Korean official said,
noting the US threw away a
golden opportunity at the
recent summit between their
leaders. Vice Foreign Minister
Choe Son Hui, addressing an
urgent meeting Friday of diplomats and foreign media in
Pyongyang, including The
Associated Press, said the
North was deeply disappointed by the failure of the two
sides to reach any agreements
at the Hanoi summit between
Kim and President Donald
Trump. She said Pyongyang
now has no intention of compromising or continuing talks
unless the United States takes
measures that are commensurate to the changes it has taken
— such as the 15-month moratorium on launches and tests —
and changes its “political calculation.”
Choe, who attended the
Feb. 27-28 talks in Hanoi, said
Kim was puzzled by what she
called the “eccentric” negotiation position of the US. She
suggested that while Trump
was more willing to talk, the
U.S. position was hardened by
the uncompromising demands
of Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo and National Security
Adviser John Bolton.
“Personal
relations
between the two supreme leaders are still good and the chemistry is mysteriously wonder-

Plane crash probe has begun
in Paris: Ethiopian Airlines

viation regulators worldwide laid down a stark
A
challenge for Boeing to prove

N

ful,” she added. She said it was
entirely up to Kim whether to
continue the launch and test
moratorium, and said she
expects he will “clarify his
position” within a short period
of time. “On our way back to
the homeland, our chairman of
the state affairs commission
said. ‘For what reason do we
have to make this train trip
again?’” she said. “I want to
make it clear that the gangsterlike stand of the US will eventually put the situation in danger. We have neither the intention to compromise with the
US in any form nor much less
the desire or plan to conduct
this kind of negotiation.”
Choe questioned the claim
by Trump at a news conference
after the talks in Hanoi broke
down that the North was seeking the lifting of all sanctions
against it, and said it was seeking only the ones that are
directed at its civilian economy.
After the summit had
ended, State Department officials clarified that was indeed
the North’s position, but said
the lifting of economic sanctions was such a big demand

that it would essentially subsidize the North’s continued
nuclear activity.
Choe said it was the US
that was being too demanding
and inflexible. “What is clear is
that the U.S. has thrown away
a golden opportunity this time,”
she said. “I’m not sure why the
US came out with this different description. We never asked
for the removal of sanctions in
their entirety.” “This time we
understood very clearly that the
United States has a very different calculation to ours,” she
added.
She refused to comment
directly when asked by one of
the ambassadors about news
reports the North may be
preparing for another missile
launch or satellite launch.
“Whether to maintain this
moratorium or not is the decision of our chairman of the
state affairs commission,” she
said, using one of Kim’s titles.
“He will make his decision in
a short period of time.”
Journalists were not allowed to
ask questions during the briefing, which lasted nearly an
hour.

that its grounded 737 Max jets
are safe to fly amid suspicions
that faulty software might
have contributed to two crashes that killed 346 people in less
than six months. In a key step
toward unearthing the cause
of the Ethiopian Airlines
crash, flight recorders from
the shattered plane arrived
Thursday in France for analysis, although the agency in
charge of the review said it
was unclear whether the data
could be retrieved.
The decision to send the
recorders to France was seen
as a rebuke to the United
States, which held out longer
than most other countries in
grounding the jets. Boeing
executives announced that
they had paused delivery of
the Max, although the company planned to continue
building the jets while it
weighs the effect of the
grounding on production. In
Addis Ababa, angry relatives
of the 157 people who were
killed Sunday stormed out of
a meeting with airline officials, complaining that they
were not getting enough information.
The US Federal Aviation
Administration grounded the
planes Wednesday, saying regulators had new satellite evidence that showed the movements of Ethiopian Airlines
Flight 302 were similar to
those of Lion Air Flight 610.
That flight crashed into
the Java Sea off Indonesia in
October, killing 189 peo-

ple.The Max jets are likely to
be idle for weeks while Boeing
tries to assure regulators
around the world that the
planes are safe.At a minimum, aviation experts say, the
plane maker will need to finish updating software that
might have played a role in the
Lion Air crash.
Regulators will wait for more
definitive evidence of what
caused both crashes. Some
industry officials think the
plane maker and US regulators may be forced to answer
questions about the plane’s
design.
Boeing said it supports the
grounding of its planes as a
precautionary step, while reiterating its “full confidence” in
the safety of the 737 Max. The
company has previously characterized the software
upgrades as an effort to make
a safe plane even safer.
Engineers are making changes
to the system designed to
prevent an aerodynamic stall
if sensors detect that the jet’s
nose is pointed too high and
its speed is too slow.

Satellite-based data
showed that both the
Ethiopian Airlines and Lion
Air planes flew with erratic
altitude changes that could
indicate the pilots struggled to
control the aircraft. Both
crews tried to return to the
airport but crashed, killing
everyone on board. How long
the planes stay grounded
depends largely on what
investigators find on the cockpit voice and flight data
recorders, said Peter Goelz, a
former managing director for
the National Transportation
Safety Board. If the recorders
indicate a manufacturing
problem or a software glitch in
the anti-stall system, the
planes could stay on the tarmac for a long time.
But if the crash was
caused by pilot error, then the
problem could be corrected by
training, and the grounding
could be short, Goelz said.
Ethiopian Airlines says its
pilots received special training
on how to deal with the Max’s
anti-stall software. The French
air accident investigation

Addis Ababa (AFP): An
investigation has begun in
Paris into the cause of last
week’s crash of a Nairobibound Boeing jet which killed
all 157 passengers and crew,
Ethiopian Airlines said Friday.
“The Ethiopian delegation led by the chief investigator of (the) Accident
Investigation Bureau has
arrived in the French Safety
Investigation (BEA) facilities
and the investigation process
has started in Paris,” the airline
wrote on Twitter. The two
black boxes from the plane
authority, known by its
acronym BEA, said Thursday
that it will handle the analysis of the flight recorders,
often referred to as a plane’s
black boxes.
The U.S. National
Transportation Safety Board
sent three investigators to
help.
Ethiopian investigators
likely avoided sending the
data to the U.S. because the
FAA certified the airworthiness of the Max and has a relationship with manufacturer
Boeing, said Goelz, who is
now an aviation consultant.
“I think Ethiopia wanted
to choose an investigative
partner that clearly didn’t
have a dog in the fight,” Goelz
said. Key congressmen say
they will investigate why the
FAA approved the Max without requiring more training
for pilots.In Addis Ababa,

US State Department summons Af NSA Bookie Sanjeev Chawla appeals
against
extradition
order
I
PTI n WASHIGNTON

n an unusual move, the
United States summoned
Afghan National Security
Advisor Hamdullah Mohib
hours after he blasted Special
US Representative Zalmay
Khalilzad for bypassing the
elected government of
Afghanistan in their direct
peace talks with the Taliban.
“Under Secretary for
Political Affairs David Hale
summoned Afghan National
Security Advisor Hamdullah
Mohib today to reject the public comments attributed to
National Security Advisor
Mohib criticizing the US
approach to reconciliation,”
State Department deputy
spokesman Robert Palladino
said after the meeting the
between the two officials.
Over the past two days,
Mohib at various public forums
— during an appearance at a
Washington DC-based thinktank and in an interaction with
reporters — described the US’s
talks with the Taliban as surrender discussion. He alleged
Khalilzad was keeping the “duly
elected” Afghan government in
dark and that in the latest
round of talks in Doha, they
were humiliated and made to
wait in a hotel lobby.
“We don’t know what’s
going on. We don’t have the
kind of transparency that we
should have,” Mohib told
reporters at a news conference
on Thursday. He claimed the
Afghan government was getting
the information in bits and
pieces. “The last people to find

out (about the peace talks) are
us,” Mohib claimed. He alleged
the Afghan-born US diplomat
Khalilzad has personal ambition in Afghanistan. “The perception in Afghanistan, and
people in the government think
that perhaps — perhaps — all
of this talk is to create a caretaker government of which he
will then become the viceroy,”
Mohib alleged.
But Palladino said Under
Secretary Hale in his meeting
with the Afghan NSA “underscored” the “longstanding” US
assistance and support to
Afghanistan. Hale expressed
America’s commitment to the
Afghan government’s stability
and full participation in the
peace process, the State
Department deputy spokesman
said.
“He also reminded
National Security Advisor
Mohib
that
Special
Representative Khalilzad represents the Secretary, and that

attacks on Ambassador
Khalilzad are attacks on the
Department and only serve to
hinder the bilateral relationship
and the peace process,”
Palladino said in a strongly
worded statement.
It is rare that a visiting NSA
is summoned by the US State
Department in this manner.
Palladino also said that the US
was displeased with Mohib’s
remarks. Also expressing his
displeasure was US National
Security Advisor John Bolton,
who reportedly refused to meet
Mohib. Husain Haqqani, a former Pakistani ambassador to
the US who is now at the
Hudson Institute think-tank,
criticised the State Department
for such a treatment to Mohib.
“Such arrogance! Not
expected of US diplomats. More
suited to the erstwhile Soviet
Union or China,” he said.
“Support for” Afghan peace
“could have been asserted without such language,” said
Haqqani.
It was at the Hudson
Institute on Wednesday that
Mohib launched his blistering
attack on Khalilzad. Mohib
said while the democratically
elected Afghan government
has been kept out of the peace
talks, Islamabad was well aware
of the developments happening
at the talks in Doha.
“The patron (Pakistan foreign minister) tweets and says
there was progress in Doha.
Were they there? What is the
relationship of the Taliban with
Pakistan? I have to say it, spell
it out,” he said. “What is the
relationship (between the

Taliban and Pakistan)? Has
anybody asked and what does
it mean? What will be the end
of that relationship? Will peace
in Afghanistan mean Pakistan
no longer using proxies for their
political objectives and terrorists. Will the UN raise that
question of what the policy or
non-state actors,” Mohib asked.
There will be no peace
unless Pakistan stops supporting “non-state actors”, he said.
“Imagine these discussions were
successful. What would be
Pakistan’s objective? What
would it be for the Pakistani
military? What would be the
incentives for them? The incentive for them is they’ve just
defeated the United States [and]
all of its coalition partners,” he
said.
“It (Pakistan) has the incentive to continue to sponsor
and support its policy of Islamic
extremist. That is the best
weapon they have and they will
continue to use it at the cost of
all Muslims,” Mohib said.“If we
don’t hold Pakistan responsible
for the use of their non-state
actors and terrorists here, you
will not be able to hold them
back anywhere else,” said the
Afghan NSA.
On Thursday, he alleged
Khalilzad was trying to delegitimize the Afghan government.“The reason he is delegitimizing the Afghan government and weakening it, and at
the same time elevating the
Taliban can only have one
approach. It’s definitely not for
peace.”“He is not reconciling,
he’s alienating”, Mohib alleged,
“to become the viceroy.”

PTI n LONDON

lleged bookie Sanjeev
Chawla, who is wanted in
India on charges of match-fixing
dating back to 2000, has filed an
application in the UK High
Court seeking leave to appeal
against his extradition order by
Westminster Magistrates’ Court
here. UK home secretary Sajid
Javid had signed off on the
District Judge’s order in favour of
the extradition last month, giving 50-year-old Chawla 14 days
to seek an appeal against the decision. Chawla, a key accused in
the cricket match-fixing scandal
involving former South African
captain Hansie Cronje in 2000,
filed the application within the
14-day time-frame, the UK
Home Office confirmed on
Thursday.
“On February 27, 2019, the
Secretary of State (Javid), having
carefully considered all relevant
matters, signed the order for
Sanjeev Chawla’s extradition to
India,” a Home Office spokesperson said. The spokesperson said
Chawla has since “sought leave to
appeal against the decision of the
District Judge”, adding as the matter is sub-judice it would “not be
appropriate to comment further”.
As in the case of liquor
tycoon Vijay Mallya, whose
extradition to India was similarly cleared by Javid in early
February, Chawla’s application for
leave to appeal will be assessed by
a High Court judge and set for a
hearing if it is accepted. However,

A

‘China to stay on path of peaceful development’
Beijing (PTI): China will stay on
the path of “peaceful development” and continue to be a “positive force” and contribute for
regional and global peace,
Premier Li Keqiang said here on
Friday, amidst global concern
over Beijing flexing its muscles
in the region. Li, who addressed
over two-and-a-half-hour press
conference at the end of the
Chinese legislature the National
People’s Congress, mostly
answered selected questions on
China’s economy and internal
social issues as well as ties with
the US, Russia and the EU.
However in his closing
remarks, he said that China will
continue to follow the principles
of amity, sincerity, mutual benefit and inclusiveness in developing relations with its neighbours.“China will stay on the
path of peaceful development
and continue to be a positive
force and contributor for regional and global peace,” he said.
China asserts nearly all of
the resource-rich South China
Sea as its territory, while Taiwan,
the Philippines, Brunei, Malaysia
and Vietnam have counter

claims over the area. The US has
been conducting regular patrols
in the South China Sea to assert
the freedom of navigation in the
area where Beijing has built up
and militarised many of the
islands and reefs it controls in
the region.
When asked about China’s
priority regarding the conclusion
of the China-Japan-South Korea
Free Trade Agreement and the
Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership, Li said it
will depend on the efforts made
by parties concerned.
“Whichever will be concluded
first, China will take a welcome
attitude to the development,” Li

added. Though he did not comment on the current situation in
South Asia, Foreign Minister
Wang Yi in his annual press conference last week said that India
and Pakistan should quickly
turn the page after the Pulwama
terror attack, meet each other
halfway and transform the present crisis into an opportunity
for a long term and fundamental improvement in their bilateral relations.
China does not tell its firms
to spy on other countries
Chinese Premier Li Keqiang
Friday denied the allegations
that Beijing instructs its companies like Huawei, one the
world’s biggest tech firms, to spy
on foreign countries and played
down the impact of the current
trade war with the US.
The Chinese government
did not and will not tell its companies to spy on other countries,
premier Li said during his annual press conference when asked
about the spying allegations
relating to Chinese giant Huawei
which is facing stiff actions in the
US and a number of other
countries.“Let me tell you explic-

itly that this is not consistent
with Chinese law. This is not
how China behaves. We did not
do that and will not do that in
the future,” he said.
This was the first such comment on Huawei from the top
Chinese leadership. Li’s remarks
came after US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo early this month
said Huawei was owned by the
Chinese government, has deep
connections to their intelligence
services and presents a national security threat.
Pompeo urged the countries to think twice before signing up with one the world’s
biggest tech firms. “Huawei is
owned by the state of China and
has deep connections to their
intelligence service. That should
send off flares for everybody
who understands what the
Chinese military and Chinese
intelligence services do. We have
to take that threat seriously,”
Pompeo said.
More and more Western
nations are reviewing doing
business with the firm over
spying concerns. Huawei has
always maintained it acts inde-

pendently. Western countries
have begun reviewing their relationship with Huawei, specifically with regards to its technology being used in new “fifth
generation 5G” mobile internet
networks. Huawei, the largest
global maker of network gear for
phone and internet companies,
has denied the allegations that it
facilitates Chinese spying and
has sued the US government.
Huawei founder Ren Zhengfei
said that his company did not
work under the Chinese government and could reject disclosure of any information if
approached by the officials.
Huawei is locked in major
legal battle with the US over the
arrest of its chief financial officer Meng Wanzhou who is also
the daughter of Ren over charges
that the company violated US
sanctions to supply equipment
to Iran. Wanzhou was detained
in Canada and faced extradition
to the US. On the current trade
talks with the US, Li said China
hoped the talks will deliver winwin results and mutual benefits
for both countries, world’s two
biggest economies.

if the application is rejected,
Chawla could file a second
request seeking a shorter oral
hearing for his legal team to lay
out the grounds against his extradition. Following an initial trial,
Westminster Magistrates’ Court
in London had concluded in
October 2017 that while the
Chawla had a prima facie case to
answer, his human rights could
not be guaranteed in Delhi’s
Tihar Jail, where he was to be
held.
This ruling was challenged in
the UK High Court by the
Crown Prosecution Service
(CPS), arguing on behalf of the
Indian authorities.
In a judgment handed down
in the Royal Courts of Justice in
London in November last year,
Lord Justice Leggatt and Justice
Dingemans upheld the Indian
government’s appeal and directed the District Judge at
Westminster Magistrates’ Court
to review the order against

Chawla. The High Court judges
accepted the assurances provided by the Indian government that
the accused will be accommodated in a cell to be occupied
exclusively by him, with proper
“safety and security” and complying with the “personal space
and hygiene requirements” the
court expects. India had also
made further guarantees on
medical facilities and protection
from intra-prisoner violence in
the jail. In January this year, the
lower court issued a fresh order
in favour of Chawla’s extradition,
which was sent to the UK home
secretary, who formally signs
off on the order under the IndiaUK Extradition Treaty.
According to court documents in
the case, Chawla is described as
a Delhi-born businessman who
moved to the UK on a business
visa in 1996, where he has been
based while making trips back
and forth to India.
After his Indian passport was
revoked in 2000, he obtained a
UK passport in 2005 and is now
a British citizen. In details of the
case that emerged in court,
Chawla was introduced to Hansie
Cronje, the late South African
cricket team captain, in JanuaryFebruary 2000.
It was suggested to Cronje,
by Chawla and another person,
that he could make significant
amounts of money if he agreed
to lose cricket matches. Money
was paid to Cronje at the time of
the pending South African tour
to India.

that came down just six minutes after takeoff from Addis
Ababa on Sunday, were taken
to Paris on Thursday.
BEA investigators will try
to retrieve information from
the cockpit voice and flight
data recorders, which were
damaged in the crash.
Similarities between Sunday’s
disaster and that of a Lion Air
flight in Indonesia in October
that killed 189 people have
raised fears about the safety of
the Boeing 737 MAX 8 model.
The plane has since been
grounded worldwide.
about 200 angry family members of crash victims left a
briefing with Ethiopian
Airlines officials, saying that
the carrier has not given them
adequate
information.
Officials said they have
opened a call-in center that is
available 18 hours a day to
respond to questions. People
from 35 countries died.
At the crash scene in
Hejere, about 50 kilometers
(31 miles) from Addis Ababa,
growing numbers of family
members arrived, some wailing or beating their chests as
a bulldozer navigated piles of
debris. Blue plastic sheeting
covered the wreckage of the
plane.
Moshi Biton, brother of
Israeli victim Shimon Daniel
Re’em Biton, asked Ethiopia’s
prime minister to allow Israeli
investigators to help recover
remains.

Europeans
urge Russia
to return to
arms-control
treaty

Berlin (AP): A group of
European nations is urging
Russia not to abandon a
nuclear weapons treaty with the
United States. Germany,
Sweden and the Netherlands
are also calling for new arms
control agreements to address
the rising power of China and
other nations.
The US gave notice of its
intention to withdraw from the
Intermediate-Range Nuclear
Forces treaty a month ago, citing Russian violations. The
European countries opened an
arms control conference in
Berlin on Friday urging
Moscow “to return to complete
and verifiable compliance” to
save the treaty. But German
Foreign Minister Heiko Maas
says it’s also time for broader
treaties, as nuclear weapons
proliferate to countries such as
China, North Korea, India and
Pakistan.
He says treaties also need to
address new technologies, such
as drones and cyberattacks.

Syria War Anniversary

In this Oct. 8, 2017 file photo provided by the Syrian Civil Defense White Helmets, Civil Defense workers and Syrian citizens
gather after an airstrike hit a market in Maaret al-Numan in southern Idlib, Syria. As Syria is marking the eighth anniversary of
its grinding war, the violence has left a trail of broken lives. What started as peaceful protests in 2011 asking for government
change turned into one of the cruelest modern wars.
AP/File photo
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KNOWING WITHOUT KNOWING

Designer MANISH MALHOTRA and artist SUDARSHAN SHETTY blend their individual styles of fashion and
art to create immersive experiences, evoking the Sixth Senses of intuition and love. By CHAHAK MITTAL
sychology suggests that if
you have a sixth sense and
strongly feel in a certain
way about something, you should
believe it.
As a part of its third edition,
the Chivas is back with the
Chivas 18 Alchemy with five
alchemists and maestros from the
world of art, design and fashion
to discover the Sixth Sense.
Showcasing the art of storytelling through scintillating and
unparalleled expressions of
craftsmanship defying formulae, the alchemists will present
some immersive and interactive
installations.
Actress Malaika Arora,
designers Manish Malhotra and
Rahul Mishra, artist Sudarshan
Shetty and jeweller Siddharth
Kasliwal have curated immersive
experiences exploring the unusual, creative expressions of fantasy, love, intuition, déjà vu and
memory, respectively.
Shetty, through the idea of
love, tries to put together the
abstract and transforms it into a
tactile idea reflecting feelings,
curating memories and expressing freedom. He calls the process
as “gathering life’s scattered fragments into a kaleidoscope.”
Explaining why did he
choose the feeling of love as his
sixth sense, he says that it is
something that he has been
thinking about since quite a long
time. For him, there are a lot of
things that “represent love as it is
the most primary emotion.”
He feels that love is also a
kind of an “oversold” idea. He
says, “It is oversold to such an
extent that it becomes meaningless at times. I am interested to
know that how love can also
sometimes render itself meaningless. So, how do you reconcile
and address that idea as a basic
human emotion which is a part
of your life in many ways.? I have
been trying to find out the
answer to this through a lot of my

P

works. And this is one way of
exploring it.”
In his curation, a group of six
musicians and vocalists will present the love song, Bandish,
which is also an old song. “It is
because I am also playing with
the what is contemporary and
something that is classified as traditional. This also addresses the
question of what contemporary
really is? It’s questioning that
since everything in life has a resonance with the past, so how do
you get trapped in these everyday reminisces? Through this, I
want to be able to make contemporary life more meaningful,”

says Shetty.
He will create a mosaic of
love, loss, mortality and infinity
through voices, ragas, video and
installation art, and make it into
one. He says, “I believe in the
power of magic, art, and love. I
am looking to not only extend
my limitations but also trying to
bring out something through
that process which wasn’t there
before. It is also a way to discover a new aspect of life. It’s an
effort that is trying to chart various categories that are unchartered.”
For him, the five senses are
the means to be able to reach that

Sixth Sense, “if there is one.”
He further explains that
through his installation, apart
from soulful music, there is a
blend of cinema, art and sculpture. “There is a film that shows
a setup of a chandelier above a
dinning table. And by the end of
the film, the chandelier falls on
the table and then that is how it
is standing.”
For Shetty, the falling of the
chandelier acts as a metaphor for
love, that cannot exist without a
sense of it being lost. He explains,
“If you are in love, you are also
always aware that it could be lost.
It’s a cycle of finding and losing.

So, to represent the loss, I have
dropped the chandelier. Love
also needs bed rest sometimes.”
While Sudarshan presents
the idea of love as the most intricate and precious emotions of
life, designer Manish Malhotra
brings his idea of Sixth Sense as
‘Intuition.’
He dabs into amber depths
to paint a mirage of visions with
mirrors and reflections — fleeting, lasting, diffused, spontaneous yet startling in clarity.
For Malhotra, intuition
means the “perception” of
things. “It’s your mind and the
inner self that is sensing things.

It’s your mind that speaks to you
and let’s you perceive certain
things like a reflection in the
mirror.”
The designer who is very
“fond of mirrors,” intuition is
multi-faceted and reflects elements that are true. “They act as
metaphors of reality. There’s
nothing to hide when you are
standing in front of the mirror,
they show, reflect and speak
what is true. In a certain atmosphere or among a group of people, it’s your intuition which acts
as a mirror and let’s you perceive
it clearly,” he explains.
Since it is Chivas, he says, in
his curation, there has to be a
bar, and in it, he has used a lot
of mirror work. “It’s also a
reflection of what is there within you. It represents a fearless
approach of being your true
self.”
Talking about how he blended his individual style and profession of designing fashion
with the alchemy, he exemplifies
his experience in the film industry which is of more than 29
years, “I am 52, but my label is
a lot more younger — 14 years
old. Now is the time when I am
starting on a lot more different
vertical and experimenting with
various kinds of production
work for design and decor.
Hence, I wanted it to be reflected by something new that I have
started now. It should be under
alignment to my thoughts and
vision.”
He believes that in life, experiences signify how blessed one is.
“In my case, it has been a lot of
work and I am blessed to be still
working with the third generation
of actors. There is so much of experience, which helps your intuition,
mind, heart and thought process.
I am grateful for so many experiences to be a part of me. And it’s
all because of my intuition that I
could make the right choices in my
life,” he says as he signs off.

MJ-inspired pieces
to be removed from
LV collection
ashion house Louis Vuitton said it will
remove those items from its Michael
F
Jackson-inspired menswear collection “that
directly feature” the late pop singer.
The luxury French fashion house debuted
its autumn/winter 2019 men’s collection in
January in a show that paid homage to Jackson’s
legacy with pieces including sequin-encrusted
tops and a T-shirt with an image of his feet middance move.
The show took place in the Tuileries garden in Paris in a set that had been inspired by
the singer’s “Billie Jean” 1982 music video. The
invitations, meanwhile, were a sparkly white
glove, a nod to the ones famously worn by
Jackson.
However, the brand has now revised its
original collection following the release of the
controversial “Leaving Neverland” documentary, in which two men accuse the late pop
singer of child abuse, say reports.
Louis Vuitton said it would not produce any
item that specifically features Michael Jackson
elements, insisting that by the time the collection hits the stores, it will “purely reflect the true
values of the brand and of our artistic director”,
in reference to Virgil Abloh.
Abloh added, “I am aware that in light of
this documentary the show has caused emotional reactions. I strictly condemn any form of child
abuse, violence or infringement against any
human rights.
“My intention for this show was to refer to
Michael Jackson as a pop culture artist. It
referred only to his public life that we all know
and to his legacy that has influenced a whole
generation of artists and designers.”
Michael Burke, Vuitton’s Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer, said that the company finds the allegations detailed in the documentary “deeply troubling and disturbing”.
“Child safety and welfare is of utmost
importance to Louis Vuitton,” he said. “We are
fully committed to advocating this cause.”
—IANS

GLITZ AND GLAM 45 MINUTES

FINDING THE PERFECT OCCASION
ill Blass once said, ‘When in designs including jumpsuits, skirt
doubt, wear red.’ Well, the and crop top, saris with cape and
day three at the Lotus pant suit. Dominated by black,
Make-up India Fashion Week creme and beige, the collection
somewhat defied this. By bring- was highlighted with motifs in
ing a range of colours, and mod- red, silver and gold. Actress
ern designs to the fore, it Karisma Kapoor looked elegant in
embraced the idea of confluence a stunning black Mekhala Chador
of variants, and mix and match. highlighted with red embroidery
Through a feminine, flirta- as she walked the ramp for
tious, and romantic range, design- Sanjukta. The look was completer Suneet Varma’s collection titled ed with exquisitely designed jewAnaya was an inspiration from ellery by Narayan Jewellers by
the incredible traditional motifs Ketan and Jatin Chokshi.
Karisma said, “It is such a
and embroidery from the decorative arts of India. The large wonderful cause and Sanjukta
abstract-shaped mirrors with does a lot of work to promote
multi-coloured thread embroi- women empowerment. She has
dery was a modern and fresh take done a lot for women in Assam.
for the contemporary bride. She has given 500 women an
Ranging from dark shades of opportunity to work and make
midnight blue and burgundy these wonderful handloom
with silver accents in lehengas pieces. I love bright colours and
with off-shoulder blouses and I see today as the perfect occasion
short jackets, his collection show- to wear it.”
Amrich’s collection
cased draped skirts worn
aimed to create an
with capes and ruffled
immaculate confluorganza shirts with
Designer
ence of shapes,
high-waisted
Sanjukta Dutta
fabrics, colours
palazzo pants.
presented a mix of
and surfaces,
The collecinformed by
tion in shiny
traditionality and modern
their
rich
silver and gold
silhouettes, paired with
repository of
metallic foil
Assamese silk, produced
e n g a g e m e nt
was a perfect
with Indian
mix of glamthrough cocoons of a
handloom and
our with tradiparticular lineage of
craft traditions.
tional silhouworms found in the
The exquisite
ettes. The crystal
state
hand-loomed and
tassel collection was
hand-crafted natural
inspired from the magtextiles were specially
nificent Indian jewel tones.
Emerald green, ruby red and developed in different parts of the
sapphire blue in teardrop and tri- country in khadi cotton, wool,
angular crystals were used cre- silks and silk blends.
They focussed on a fun take
atively in three dimensional
embellishment which was worn at mixing and matching or unwith dramatic and draped skirts. matching of sheer and opaque
Designer Sanjukta Dutta through different textiles and
showcased her new collection fabric construction in the line.
Morom. It was an eclectic mix of They used thick khadi cotton yarn
traditional design in modern sil- woven with desi tussar silk on an
houette, pared down in the choic- open weave to create translucent
est of characteristic Assamese fabrics whilst also making use of
Silk, which is locally produced by the khadi yarns to play with
getting cocoons of a particular checks and stripes. A newness
lineage of worms found only in a was created in the shibori patterns
single village in Assam. Inspired by way of introducing interesting
by the butterfly and natural flora fabric manipulations in the
of the state, her range comprised process. Through hand-embroiof Mekhala Chador, the tradition- deries with threadwork and beads
al sari of Assam. The beauty of the and hand-made metal sequins,
designs was how she has used the they added an element of interage-old silk and created modern est to the elegant textiles. With

B

Day three at the Fashion Week defied all boundaries of monochromes, presenting a
range of colours and recalling the concepts of mix and match

By Amrich

By Charu Parashar

By Suneet Varma

By Samant Chauhan

By Suneet Varma

bold shades of black, red, blue and
green, the colour palette was subdued.
The collection, by channelising
the timeless elegance of the handmade into garments that are versatile, modern and evocative, was a
celebration of the juxtaposition of
multiplicities and its exciting offshoots.
Designer Charu Parashar presented her collection titled Avant
Gardiste, which was inspired by the
Chintz floral Calico textiles of 19th
century. She cleverly brought the
concept and transformed it totally
on a deep luxurious background of
colours, creating a stunning AW’19
look. The collection featured ageold techniques of hand embroidery
and Indian handlooms fabrics to
create prêt and diffusion look.
With floral and Chintz prints, she
re-invented the old silhouettes to
create a new look. Through navy
blue, red and sea green, her colour
palette included all shades of dark.
Known for her nature-inspired
designs, her collections stood for
high quality of craftsmanship and
innovation of Indian ethnic luxury. Keeping the Indian sensibility in
mind, her designs yet gave a global vibe.
With this collection, she continues to work towards a more sustainable fashion future, keeping the old
art and techniques of block printing alive. The designs were all
made with sustainable fabric such
as khadi silk, raw silk, satin silk, silk
velvet, georgettes, and organza.
There were a range of clothes
including Indian waistcoats, drape
dhoti’s, jackets, skirts, capes, offering a fine balance between the simple styles with few details, in which
the colours like navy blue, red and
sea green alone create the expression and other well- known styles
that are rich details.
This year she also showcased
her first ever menswear look.
Designer Dolly J brought a
hyper feminine collection injected
with loud, saturated, pop colours
like mint green and candy pink.
The collection’s seductive appeal
was offset by the 70s’ florals, pleated skirts and big fur sleeves. Bows
and pleated frills formed an integral
part of her red carpet-worthy,
evening ensembles.
Photo: Pankaj Kumar
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S H O R T
RAJKUMMAR RAO
Every young actor has the
potential to become a
superstar. Who am I to
say which actor has or does
not have the potential to
become a superstar? I am
really happy to see that we
are doing some good work
as an industry and because
of that, we are able to see
good performances from
every other actor.

C I R C U I T S

KIRTI KULHARI

ALIA BHATT

HARRDY SANDHU

DIA MIRZA

Rajasthan is a place I visit very
often. My grandparents live in
the village called Kulhariyon Ka
Baas and I am originally from
there. Shooting there is always
a special experience. For Bard
of Blood we were shooting in
Mandawa. The beauty and simplicity of this place is
unmatched. We had a blast on
the sets, it was like a big fat
family working on the series.

Whenever I do any film, I first
see what is my character in
the film and who is the director. I feel that playing my
character honestly and what
my director wants me do
with that character is important than anything else, so I
don't know what benchmark I
have created, but now I just
want to create something
good for my next film.

Varun (Sharma) and I go
back a long way and have
gone through a similar
journey of ups and downs.
And this video of Yaarr
Superstaar would not
have been complete without Manjot (Singh) also. I
want my listeners to think
of their friends during college and share this song
with them.

I find myself to battle the age
perception. Two aspects —
One, since I started young,
people think I am older
because I have been around
for a while. Second is that I
am at an age where I am not
young to be cast alongside
male actors who happen to
be my age. And I am not
mature enough to play
older female characters.

ENCOUNTER 30 MINUTES

IT’S ALL PRE-WRITTEN
Lawyer-turned-actress SHRADDHA SRINATH says that the transition to
performance arts from the world of statutes might seem drastic but it is a
composition of talent, luck and destiny. By AYUSHI SHARMA

ou don’t have to be from the
industry to be good enough
for a leading role material,”
believes actress Shraddha
Srinath who is gearing up for
her Bollywood debut with Tigmanshu
Dhulia’s venture, Milan Talkies.
The actress never planned to get into
the film industry, however, she feels that
she was destined to be a part of it.
She says, “I was someone who didn’t even know how to put a lipstick, I
didn’t own a single one at that time. And
this was when I was working as a lawyer.
From there to now, it has been a lot of
learning with each day.”
She says that It’s like always looking
out for yourself because there’s nobody
to tell you — do this or don’t do that,
however there will be 100 of people
instructing you that you should behave
like this but at the end of the day how
you take your decision, or what you
think is right, is all what matters. “It’s like
owning your business and handling it.
I’m a business woman and I’m handling
Shraddha Srinath enterprises,” she adds.
The actress who gained wide acclaim
for her role in the Kannada psychological thriller U Turn, says that the transition into acting from the world of law
might seem drastic, but she believes it
is a composition of her talent, luck and
destiny.
Incidentally, Milan Talkies is her first
full-fledged romantic drama in her
career. She describes it as a very filmy

Y

film. “As Bollywood as it can get. This
will also show a different side of me to
the audience who have only seen me in
serious roles,” she says.
Talking about how she grabbed the
role in the film, she tells us, “When I
spoke to Tigmanshu, he asked me to
enact a scene and send him my audition
video. I couldn’t believe that it was actually happening. I’ve been a huge fan of
his work right from the time I saw
Haasil. It was a matter of five minutes,

he called me and said you’re on. And I
was so excited.”
With increasing competition in
Bollywood, Shraddha doesn’t feel insecure at all. She says, “I’m not here to be
a part of the race. I am in no rush. I will
do the best that I can. And whoever see’s
the potential in me may call me. I am
actually quite happily busy in the south.”
It has been quite the transition for
the actress with a new industry. But the
actress is quite comfortable in

Bollywood as she didn’t feel there
was much of a change between
the two industries. She explains,
“Honestly, There’s no such difference, language is the only obvious
difference. And they also vary in
scale and but apparently not in content. Bollywood’s reach is much
higher. But I must say each industry is equally professional. It
depends on the director or the producer. So who’s heading the team
matters the most. Industry really
doesn’t matter at all. But I feel fortunate enough to work here because
several people aspire to be a part of
this industry, and I have achieved it.”
Shraddha who also stars in the
Tamil remake of Pink, says that
interestingly she hasn’t even
watched the film yet. “Before I got
selected for the film, every time
when the topic would pop up, I say
that I haven’t watched it. People
were like you must watch it... And
when I was finally the cast, they
were like ‘ab toh’ you have to watch it.
So I told them ‘ab toh I am definitely not
going to watch it.’”
The actress is playing the role which
Taapsee (Pannu) originally played. She
says, “Taapsee has done an excellent job
but while I shoot my part I don’t want
to remember her performance. Now that
I’m done with my part for the film. I am
eager to watch it.”
Photo: Pankaj Kumar

Good writing is
time-consuming
he national award-winning screenwriter Juhi
Chaturvedi who penned the story of one of the
celebrated films like Vicky Donor says that
writing is a time-consuming process and pressure of
delivering quantity affects the quality.
During an interactive session at the 20th edition
of Ficci Frames, the global media and entertainment
conclave highlighting one of the problems writers
are facing these days, Juhi said, “Writing process
takes a lot of time. Purely for financial reasons, writers sign multiple projects taking the signing amounts
to run their houses.”
“The dagger is then on their head. In the
process, the quality suffers. It would be great if a
good lump sum is given for those one or two projects that a writer sign in one year,” said the writer
who delivered some of the acclaimed films like Piku
and October and also wrote the story of forthcoming
film The Sky Is Pink featuring Priyanka Chopra.

T

—IANS
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‘It’s not my job to be didactic’

Filmmaker JOE WRIGHT says Darkest Hour is a film that was important to make as it features a leader who, despite his flaws and
mistakes, was governed by a true moral compass and acted upon principle rather than personality. By TEAM VIVA
oe Wright set out to explore the
man behind the myth in his film,
Darkest Hour, with Gar y
Oldman delivering a tour-de-force
performance as Winston Churchill.
One of the most important
figures of the 20th centur y,
Churchill is hailed around the
world as one of the heroes of the
Second World War. The film is a
remarkable, true story of Churchill’s
first days as Prime Minister of
Britain when the country stood
alone as Nazi Germany swept all
before it across Europe. It focuses
on a pivotal moment in world history, in May 1940, when the Nazis
have conquered Europe and British
forces have retreated to Dunkirk
where 3,00,000 of its soldiers are
stranded on the beaches.
Oldman plays Churchill and
Kristen Scott Thomas is his muchadored wife, Clementine. Lily James
is Elizabeth, Churchill’s secretary.
Wright has long admired Oldman
but admits that at first, the actor was
a little wary of taking on the role.
“When I was a kid growing up
in London in the ‘80s, ‘90s, Gary
was the man. He was the actor who,
as soon as I knew he was making a
film, I’d go and rush out and see it,
because he would always surprise,”
he says.
“His imagination was so extraordinary, and his skill at realising his
imagination was so exacting that
you knew you were in for something very special. The interesting
thing about Gary is that he, like
Churchill, is filled with self-doubt.
He didn’t know that he could do it,
which I find amazing, really. I
went to LA to meet him. We discussed who we thought Churchill
was and might be in our movie, and
we were just quite quiet. There was
none of that bravado, or sort of
comparing the length of our swords;
it was about a sort of, ‘Okay, shall
we take this leap together?’”
Excerpts:
What was it like taking Darkest
Hour to Telluride and Toronto
International Film Festival

J

(TIFF)?
I’d never been to Telluride, and
it is a kind of heaven for filmmakers. There’s no press, no publicity,
no red carpets and no competition.
It’s one high street with various
sports halls and about seven of
them turned into cinemas. You get
the grand masters like Werner
Herzog and Francis Coppola, all the
way down to first time short filmmakers and student filmmakers
and so on, and everyone in
between. There’s a completely egalitarian atmosphere. Everyone goes
for like five days and you watch all
the films, and you all talk to each
other. It was like being, finally, sort
of allowed in to this cineaste camp
where everyone just got to talk
about and love and appreciate each
other’s work.
The response to Darkest Hour
there was tremendous. It was really great. Suddenly we kind of went,
‘Ooh, this is fun. People seem to be
getting this.’ So, on the back of that,
we rode into Toronto and again the
response was wonderful. When I
made Pride & Prejudice and
Atonement, someone said to me, ‘It
won’t always be like this. You
should enjoy it!’ I thought to myself
with the arrogance of youth, ‘Oh yes
it will. It will for me.’ And I was
wrong. There have been some films
that have been really well received
and others that haven’t, and so now
to be with a film that seems to be
getting a lot of fantastic responses,
I can view it with a kind of appropriate amount of enjoyment, distance, and boundaries.
Did the script come to you fully
formed?
Not fully formed. It came to me
and it had the inherent structure. I
was surprised by how much it
made me laugh at the beginning,
and I was surprised by how moved
I was at the end. But with all my
films I try and make sure that there
are never goodies and baddies,
because that’s not really how I see
the world around me. I think that

spent a lot of time working together with Kazuhiro (Tsuji), the prosthetics guy, and so that was a long
and delicate process. And then
Gary would prepare in his studio at
home, and would send me recordings. We’d discuss inflection and
he’d say, ‘I think I’ve got this just
about right, and this isn’t quite
right.’ We talked about humour a lot
and the right energy. We started by
talking about how he breathed and
getting his breathing right, and then
we started talking about how he
walked and what kind of walk he
might have, and we built the character very slowly like that.

we’re all fairly ambivalent and
flawed and also we all have amazing qualities about us, and I tried to
bring a bit more of that to the
screenplay.
I tried to make sure that
Halifax’s argument was as persuasive as possible, because I really
wanted to pull the audience’s allegiances one way and the other. At
a certain point they’d be thinking,
‘well absolutely, Halifax is right. The
priority is to save lives, and the way
to do that is to sign a deal with
Hitler.’ Then we’d pull back the
other way and have to think about
what one would sacrifice for one’s
principles, and the responsibility of
taking those decisions. Inherent in
that seemed to be the drama.
Did this process change your view
of Churchill?
Yeah, very much. I grew up
with Churchill the icon, standing up
there on his plinth in Parliament
Square, untouchable, and therefore
un-relatable, really. What I wanted
to do was take him down from that
plinth and meet him face to face
and explore him as a human being,

with his flaws, his bad decisions –
of which there were many – and
then how those flaws became the
attributes that led us to our most
heroic moment. I was really interested in those ideas. I was really
interested in finding someone who
was dynamic and had this amazing
energy, and I was really interested
in finding someone who had a lot
of self-doubt. I relate to that, and I
think that any wisdom must come
through self-doubt, and what we
want in our leaders is wisdom. I
think he was really able to mine
that. I want my leader to question
everything, especially themselves.
You show him as a very eccentric
man in many ways, like holding
meetings in his bedroom when
he’s still in his bathrobe. Did
those bathrobe meetings really
happen?
Yeah, that’s what he did! That’s
what he was like. Obviously there
had to be a lot of research about the
political machinations, and so on,
but there was also a kind of people’s
history going on, written by those
that worked closest with him,

including his secretaries and his driver and all of those kind of people.
Those I found to be often the most
telling in terms of the intimate portrait of the man.
Did you involve the Churchill
family in your process?
Yeah, the family have been
involved right the way through
from the beginning. That was very
important to myself and also to
Anthony (McCarten) and Eric
Fellner, and they’ve been huge supporters of the movie.
I read that you’ve always been a
big fan of Gary’s. Is that true?
Yeah, when I was a kid growing up in London in the ‘80s, ‘90s,
Gary was the man. And he kind of
still is the man, really. He was the
actor who, as soon as I knew he was
making a film, I’d go and rush out
and see it, because he would always
surprise. His imagination was so
extraordinary, and his skill at realising his imagination was so exacting that you knew you were in for
something very, very special.

So how did you approach this with
him? Was he hesitant?
He was a bit hesitant about taking this on. The interesting thing
about Gary is that he, like Churchill,
is filled with self-doubt. He didn’t
know that he could do it, which I
find amazing, really. At the beginning he was tempted, he wanted it,
he wanted to do it, but he was kind
of scared of it, and my job was to
let him know that I completely, 100
per cent believed that he was capable of doing something really extraordinary with the role.
Do you think there was a turning
point that made him realise he
could do it?
I think just the first time we
met, really. I went over to LA to
meet him and we sat and we talked.
We discussed who we thought
Churchill was and might be in our
movie, and we were just quite
quiet. It was a lovely first meeting.
There was none of that bravado, or
sort of comparing the length of our
swords; it was really about a sort of,
‘Okay, shall we take this leap together?’
Did he talk to you during his
intensive research phase?
Yeah, very much so. I’m always
gratified to hear that all the great
geniuses have to work really hard.
He spent four or five months
preparing for the role, and we

After such an involved process,
how does it feel to see him walking onto set as Churchill on day
one of shooting?
In a way it’s funny, because it’s
been such a slow process up to that
point. I demand rehearsals from all
the actors prior to shooting. I do that
on all my films, which isn’t particularly usual. And in fact, I don’t
think Gary had done it since
Dracula, or something, but I think
he got a lot out of rehearsals,
because it took the pressure off that
first day.
Does the story of Darkest Hour resonate with the world we live in
today?
I think very much so. My job
was to make a film that presented a
set of questions to the audience. It’s
up to them to – and I hope they will
– take those questions and discover the answers that might help us
decipher what is going on in the
world at the moment. It’s not my job
to be didactic, and I try very hard not
to be, but I think there might very
possibly be a crisis of leadership in
the world. So it feels that to make a
film about a leader who, despite his
flaws, despite his mistakes, was governed by a true moral compass and
acted upon principle rather than personality, is really important.
(The film premieres on March 17
at 1 pm on Sony PIX.)

sport 15

LUCKNOW | SATURDAY | MARCH 16, 2019

B’desh escape shooting attack, tour called off
Bangladesh players were set to enter mosque to offer prayers just before the attack took place
From Munich to Christchurch: When violence hit sports
PTI n NEW DELHI/CHRISTCHURCH

he Bangladesh cricket team
escaped unhurt and was not
T
even the target but violence has
been specifically directed at
sportspersons in the past, leading
to bloody repercussions. Here is
a look at instances when sport,
often a tool to propagate the idea
of world peace, found itself caught
in the crossfire.

*1972 Munich Olympics: The
most gruesome incident of targetted violence against sportsperons
happened on September 5, 1972.
Eleven Israeli athletes and coaches were taken hostage and eventually murdered by terrorists during a 16-hour ordeal, during
which the world was witness to
chilling images of athletes held
captive on gunpoint.
PTI n CHRISTCHURCH

he Bangladesh cricket
team escaped unhurt
despite being in close
vicinity of a shooting attack on
a mosque here but its ongoing
tour of New Zealand was called
off owing to the "unprecedented act of violence" in which 49
people were killed.
The attack took place on
two mosques in the city and also
injured more than 20 people,
according to the police.
The Bangladesh team,
which was about to enter the
Masjid Al Noor mosque in
Hagley Park to offer prayers,
escaped unscathed but the sit-

T

uation led to the authorities calling off the third and final Test
match starting on Saturday.
The match was the tour finale
for the visitors.
"We are very thankful that
we weren't caught in the crossfire, but what we saw was
straight out of a movie scene.
We could see bloodstained people staggering out of the
mosque," Bangladesh team
manager Khaled Mashud told
reporters.
"Maybe for about eight-ten
minutes, we were all inside the Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern gives a press conference from Wellington, after the
AP
bus and were sitting with our shootings at two mosques in Christchurch
heads bowed, just in case some- Performance analyst Shrinivas turned-cricket-analyst, was
one fires at us," he added.
Chandrasekeran, a Mumbai- there in the bus at the time of
The team's Indian based computer-engineer- the incident. The side's spin

SINGLES
RONALDO RETURNS FOR EURO QUALIFIERS
Lisbon: Cristiano Ronaldo is back on Portugal's national
football team for the first time since the World Cup. Ronaldo
was included in coach Fernando Santos' team on Friday for
upcoming matches against Ukraine and Serbia, its first
qualifiers for the European Championship. "Cristiano is the
best player in the world who is returning to his team," Santos
said. "He makes any team better." Portugal will play Ukraine
on March 22 and Serbia on March 25 in Lisbon.

CANNAVARO NAMED NEW COACH OF CHINA
Shanghai: Italian World Cup-winning captain Fabio
Cannavaro was named coach of China on Friday,
spearheading the ambitious country's attempts to become a
footballing force at last. It is not immediately clear if the
former Juventus and Real Madrid star will lead the team on
a temporary or permanent basis. The 45-year-old former
defender will combine the job with being coach of Chinese
Super League (CSL) giants Guangzhou Evergrande, making
him one of the most powerful figures in Chinese football
history. He takes the post vacated in January by his mentor
and compatriot Marcello Lippi, under whom Cannavaro
lifted the World Cup in 2006.

ENRIQUE RINGS CHANGES FOR SPAIN
Madrid: Luis Enrique named a much-changed Spain squad
on Friday as Isco, Saul Niguez and Koke were all left out
while the 33-year-old Jesus Navas earned a surprise recall.
Eight players were recalled to the squad with Navas, Sergi
Gomez, Juan Bernat, Fabian Ruiz, Dani Parejo, Sergio
Canales, Iker Muniain and Jaime Mata all coming in. Among
those to miss out were Isco, who will be hoping for more
games under new Real Madrid coach Zinedine Zidane, as
well as Atletico Madrid pair Saul and Koke. Spain play two
qualifiers for the European Championships later this month.
They are at home to Norway on March 23 before playing
away in Malta on March 26.

DIPA FAILS TO QUALIFY BALANCED BEAM FINAL
Baku: India's Dipa Karmakar on Friday failed to make it to
the balanced beam finals as she finished a lowly 20th in the
qualifying round of the Artistic Gymnastics World Cup. The
25-year-old Dipa could only score 10.633 in her balanced
beam routine to end at 20th among 25 competitors. She
also got penalty points. Emma Nedov took the top spot in
the qualification round with a total of 13.466 points. Dipa
will, however, compete in the final of her pet vault event on
Saturday. The gymnast who finished fourth in the vault event
at 2016 Olympics, secured the third spot in the qualifying
round to make it to Saturday's finals.

STATE JUDO KICKS OFF
LUCKNOW: The State-Level Sub-Junior Judo Championship
kick-started at KD Singh ‘Babu’ Stadium on Friday. 250
players from Moradabad, Meerut, Varanasi, Agra, BAreilly,
Saharnpur, Kanpur, Prayagraj, Gorakhpur, Aligarh, Faizabad,
Jhansi and host Lucknow are taking part in the
championship. Earlier, senior IAS Mahesh Kumar Gupta
inaugurated the event. Others present were KL Gupta,
Sudhir Halwasiya, Munawar Anzar, Ayesha Munawar and
Jitendra Yadav.
RESULTS: BOY’S: (30kg) 1-Utkarsh Sharma, 2-Aman
Yadav, 3-Shiva Kanaujia and Mayank Dubey; (45kg) 1Anmol Kumar, 2-Dinesh Yadav, 3-Yash and Rohan Singh
GIRL’S: (28kg) 1-Manya Singh, 2-Kiran, 3-Shivani and
Muskan; (40kg) 1-Shagun Kashyap, 2-Anuradha, 3-Prachi
and Divyanshi.

MEERUT CRICKET CLUB WIN
LUCKNOW: Meerut Cricket Club beat DCA, Barabanki by 13
runs in aleague match of the 12th Choudhary Asif Ali
Memorial Prizemoney State Tournament at KD Singh ‘Babu’
Stadium in Barabanki on Friday.
BRIEF SCORES:
MCA: 184 (Priyam Garg 47, Shivam 24, Divyansh 22; Satyam
7/3, Atif Sajid 15/3) DCA: 171 (Vipraj 33, Satyam 33, Atif 31;
Rishabh 34/3, Kartik 28/2)

*1987 New Zealand tour of Sri
Lanka (cricket): It was to be a
three-Test tour but New Zealand
abandoned it after just the first
match when a bomb planted by
separatists exploded near the
team hotel in Colombo, killing
113 civilians.
*2002 New Zealand tour of

Pakistan (cricket): New Zealand's
cricket team was touring Pakistan
in 2002 when a bomb went off
outside their hotel, killing 12
people. The players were
unscathed but the Black Caps'
Board decided to call back the
team. A year before this, New
Zealand were on their way to
Pakistan for a series before heading back midway owing to the
September 11 terror attack in the
USA. The series was eventually
abandoned.

* 2009 Sri Lanka tour of
Pakistan (cricket): The Sri
Lankan team was on its way to
play what was to be the third day
of the second Test against Pakistan
at the Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore.
The team bus was, however, intercepted by at least a dozen terror-

consultant Sunil Joshi, also an
Indian, was however at the
team hotel.
"We couldn't react initially.
In such a horror situation, your
brain automatically freezes as
you are terrified. That's exactly
what happened to all of us,"
Chandrasekaran, who has been
with the team for the past one
year said.
On being contacted, Joshi
said, "I am safe, I will be back in
India on Wednesday next week.
I cannot talk on the incident
right now."
New Zealand Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern said
the incident marked "one of
New Zealand's darkest days"

ists who fired at the bus, resulting
in injuries to six Sri Lankan players and the death of the bus driver. Six policemen died protecting
the players while two civillians
were also killed. The Lankan
team returned home and Pakistan
has not hosted an international
match since then.

*2010 African Nations Cup
Football Tournament: Togo's
national football side was travelling through the Angolan
province of Cabinda for the
African Nations Cup when the
team bus came under gun fire
from separatists. The side's assistant manager and media officer
were killed in the attack.

"It is clear that this can now
only be described as a terrorist
attack," Ardern said.
Bangladesh's senior opener
Tamim Iqbal said it was a frightening experience for the team.
"...Please keep us in your
prayers," he tweeted.
Ardern issued a strong
statement condemning the
attack.
"This is significant and I can
tell you now this is and will be
one of New Zealand's darkest
days. I would describe it as an
unprecedented act of violence,
an act that has absolutely no
place in New Zealand. This is
not who we are," she said.
The players were initially

"Shocking and tragic. My heart
goes out to the ones affected by
this cowardly act at Christchurch.
Thoughts with the Bangladesh
team as well, stay safe."
—VIRAT KOHLI
"For so long I've watched world
events from afar and naively
thought we were somehow
different in our little corner of the
world, somehow safe. Today is a
terrible day. Disgusted and
saddened doesn't begin to
describe it."
—JIMMAY NEESHAM
"No place in this planet is safe for
humanity. ...Because human
beings are the biggest threat to
this planet."
—RAVICHANDRAN ASHWIN
"Heartbreaking news coming out
from New Zealand. What's
happened to humanity?"
—ROHIT SHARMA
"Shattered with this terrible
news..Another terror attack. Where
are we all heading. These cowards
have no religion. Thoughts and
prayers are with all the victims."
—HARBHAJAN SINGH

barred from leaving the bus but,
after several minutes, disembarked and made their way
through to the Hagley Park
ground. They later went back to
the hotel.
The bus carried 17 members of the team with Liton Das,
Nayeem Hasam and spin bowling consultant Joshi staying
back at the hotel.
Mashud said the players are
bound to be affected after
escaping death by a whisker.
"It is natural to be affected.
When you see something like a
terror attack in front of you, and
you see blood spilled in front of
you, this will affect any human
being. It wouldn't have

occurred to us then that we
would be safe later. Some of the
boys inside the bus were crying
as well, because they were all
worried about how to get out of
there."
The International Cricket
Council (ICC) said it "fully supports" the cancellation of the
third Test.
"Our thoughts and sincere
condolences go out to the families and friends of those affected by this horrendous incident
in Christchurch. Both teams,
staff and match officials are safe
and the ICC fully supports the
decision to cancel the Test
match," ICC Chief Executive
David Richardson said.

Paes won Slam at 42, I can at least still play some cricket: Sreesanth
PTI n NEW DELHI

f Leander Paes can win Grand
Slams at 42, I can at least play
some cricket at 36," India cricketer S Sreesanth said after the
Supreme Court set aside the life
ban imposed on him by the BCCI
for his alleged involvement in the
2013 IPL spot-fixing scandal.
Sreesanth, along with
Mumbai spinner Ankit Chavan
and Haryana's Ajit Chandila,
were suspended for life by a
BCCI disciplinary committee in
2013, a decision that the player
had challenged in court.
Speaking after a favourable
verdict by the apex court on
Friday, a relieved Sreesanth said:
"I don't know what life has in store
for me after all these years. It's six
years and I haven't played cricket, which was my life."
"I hope that the BCCI respects
the verdict of the country's highest court and allows me to at least
get back to the cricket field. I hope
that at least now I can walk to a
school cricket ground and train
there without being told that I am
not allowed. I just want to play
whatever cricket I can," said
Sreesanth, who has been a part of
the 2007 World T20 and 2011
ODI World Cup winning squads.
But age is not something that
he feels will be a factor in trying
to make a comeback to competitive cricket.
"Your age is as much as you
feel. I would again like to play club

SC lifts life ban, its
BCCI's call now

I

PTI n NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court on Friday
set aside the BCCI's disciplinary committee's order imposing
a life ban on former Indian cricketer S Sreesanth for his alleged
involvement in the 2013 IPL
spot-fixing scandal.
A bench comprising justices
Ashok Bhushan and K M Joseph
said the disciplinary committee of
the Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) may reconsider
within three months the quantum
of punishment to be given to
Sreesanth.
The bench made it clear that
Sreesanth will get the opportunity of being heard by the committee on the quantum of the punishment.
The apex court also said that
its verdict shall have no effect on
the criminal proceedings pending
against the former cricketer in the
Delhi High Court, where the
Delhi Police has challenged a trial
court's order discharging all
accused, including Sreesanth, in
the IPL spot-fixing case.
The bench passed this order
on Sreesanth's plea challenging
the decision of a division bench
of the Kerala High Court which
had restored the life ban imposed
on him by the BCCI.

T

S Sreesanth poses for photo after SC set aside BCCI’s order of imposing life ban

cricket in Scotland. I wanted to
play last year but didn't get permission. I can't play club cricket
in England at the moment as I
have not played first-class cricket for six years now," said
Sreesanth, who has represented
the country in 27 Tests, 53 ODIs
and 10 T20 Internationals, respectively.
Sreesanth said in his "dark
days", it was the unshakeable
faith of his parents, wife
Bhuvaneshwari, in-laws and his
loyal fans that kept him going.
"I want to thank my in-laws,
the Shekhawats. They trusted me
and let their daughter marry me
when the whole world didn't
trust me. My parents have gone
through a lot during all these
years. Trust me it wasn't that easy
all these years," said Sreesanth,
who is still in touch with some of

PTI

his Indian teammates.
"Yes, I do get calls or whatsapp
messages from some of them.
Bhajju paa (Harbhajan Singh)
has spoken to me, Viru bhai
(Virender Sehwag), Suresh
(Raina) have kept in touch. I keep
speaking to Robin (Uthappa)
who is a dear friend," he said.
Once considered the enfant
terrible of Indian cricket with serious attitude issues, for the past few
years, the song that would infuse
life in him is 'Rise Up' composed
by Swedish DJ Yves 'Larock'
Cheminade.
For Sreesanth, the moto of life
is
"Rise up!
Don't fall down again
Rise up
Long time I broke the chains
I try to fly a while so high
Direction - sky".

SREE’S ISSUE WILL BE TAKEN
UP AT COA MEETING: RAI
PTI n NEW DELHI

he life ban on S Sreesanth
will be discussed when the
T
Committee of Administrators
running Indian cricket meets
next after the Supreme Court
asked the BCCI to reconsider
the punishment handed to the
pacer for his alleged involvement in the 2013 IPL spot-fixing scandal.
A bench said the BCCI's
disciplinary committee may
reconsider, within three months,
the quantum of punishment to
be given to Sreesanth.
The bench made it clear
that the 36-year-old must be
heard by the committee on the
quantum of the punishment.
"Yes, I have heard about the
Supreme Court order. We will
need to get the copy of the order.
We will definitely take up the
issue at the COA meeting,"
COA chief Vinod Rai said.
The COA is scheduled to
meet on March 18 to discuss the
anti-doping policy of the Board
with the International Cricket
Council officials. The issue of
Sreesanth's ban might come up
among the COA on that day.
BCCI now has a new
ombudsman in Justice (Retd )

DK Jain and amicus curiae PS
Narsimha, it is expected that the
decision will be fast-tracked.
BCCI acting president CK
Khanna made it clear that it will
be completely COA's call as the
onus is on it to implement the
apex court's order.
"This is a Supreme Court
order and obviously a call needs
to be taken. I am confident that
the issue will come up for serious deliberation at the next
COA meeting. As far as
Sreesanth being brought back to
mainstream cricket, I have no
comment to make," Khanna
said.
Former BCCI vice-president and Kerala CA senior official TC Matthew, someone who
has seen Sreesanth as a youngster, "welcomed the verdict".
"I am very happy for
Sreesanth. He has lost six most
precious years of his life. I don't
think even if the ban is lifted he
can play first-class cricket.
"But obviously if the BCCI
lifts his ban after the SC verdict,
he can have an alternate career
in cricket, whatever that is. He
can be a coach, mentor, may be
take up professional umpiring,
play club cricket in England,"
Matthew said.

Chen Yufei, Shi Yuqi to start as top seeds in India Open
PTI n NEW DELHI

ewly-crowned All England
Open champion Chen Yufei
N
and defending men's singles
champion Shi Yuqi have been
given the top billing at the
Yonex Sunrise India Open
which begins at the Indira
Gandhi Stadium here on March
26.
After eight successful years
at the Siri Fort Sports Complex,
this time the $ 350, 000 tournament will not only have a brandnew address but is also set to
welcome the biggest ever
Chinese Contingent.
Having upset World No 1
Tai Tzu Ying in the final of the
All England Open last week,
World No 2 Yufei will command
a lot of attention as she battles
it out with India's very best at

this premier World Tour Super
500 event.
The main draw of women's
singles has as many as six
Chinese shuttlers, with World
No 7 He Bingjiao and World No
14 Han Yue receiving the third
and seventh seeding respectively.
Former champion and 2012
Olympic gold medallist Li
Xuerui makes her return while
Chen Xiaoxin and Cai Yanyan
are the other Chinese in the
draw.
The Indian challenge will be
spearheaded by second seed
and 2017 winner PV Sindhu and
two-time champion Saina
Nehwal, seeded fifth this time.
Shi Yuqi, whose All England
title defence ended in the semifinals to Viktor Axelsen, will
hope to rebound at the India

Yufei Chen plays her s/f match against Okuhara AP

Open.
The World No 2 Chinese,
who begins his challenge
against compatriot Huang
Yuxiang, could meet his
countryman Zhou Zeqi in the
quarter-finals. World No 19
Lu Guangzu and the 37th
ranked Zhao Junpeng will
clash in yet another thrilling
all-Chinese face-off.
The highly popular
Viktor Axelsen, second seed
this time and winner in 2017,
will look to continue the fireworks after reaching the final
of the All England Open.
India has handsome representation in the men's singles section with six shuttlers
vying for the title. While
2015 champion Kidambi
Srikanth has been seeded
third, BWF World Tour Finals

semi-finalist Sameer Verma is
the fifth seed.
Sai Praneeth, HS
Prannoy, Parupalli Kashyap,
Subhankar Dey will carry
the home hopes as well.
The third-seeded men's'
doubles pair of Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag
Shetty will begin their 2019
season at the India Open
amid a lot of expectations.
Former National Champions
Manu Attri and Sumeeth
Reddy are the only other
Indian pair to have been
seeded at sixth.
2018
World
Championships quarterfinalists
Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Ashwini
Ponnappa are the eighth
seeds in the mixed doubles
draw, which is led by the

Chinese pair of Wang Yilyu
and Huang Dongping, the
2018 BWF World Tour Finals
champions.
Pranaav Jerry Chopra
and Sikki Reddy are unseeded and could face the fourth
seeds Hafiz Faizal and Gloria
Emanuelle Widjaja in the
second round.
Commonwealth Games
Bronze medallist combine of
Reddy and Ponnappa will
look to pull off an upset
over the sixth seeds Li
Wenmei and Zheng Yu in the
women's doubles.
Indian shuttlers failed to
perform as according to
expectations in recently concluded
All
England
Championship and will be
eager to make a mark in front
of home fans.
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AUBAMEYANG SEALS
GUNNERS COMEBACK

Napoli tie in quarters
AFP n NYON

rsenal will take on Napoli in
the pick of the ties in the
A
quarter-finals of this season's fol-

Pierre-Emerick nets brace as Arsenal overcome first leg deficit to beat Rennes and advance into Europa quarters
AFP n LONDON

ierre-Emerick Aubameyang
spearheaded Arsenal's revival by
scoring twice in a 3-0 win over
Rennes to reach the Europa League
quarter-finals 4-3 on aggregate, as
Chelsea and Napoli also booked a lasteight spot on Thursday.
The Gunners cancelled out their 31 deficit from last week's first leg in
France inside 15 minutes as
Aubameyang swept home from
close range before teeing up
Maitland-Niles to head home.
However, Rennes had cause
to complain as Aubameyang
should have been flagged offside
before the second goal.
With VAR not in use for
the Europa League unlike the
Champions League, there was no
recourse for Rennes and the Ligue 1
side will also reflect on missed opportunities after the break as a historic
European run came to an end.
M'Baye Niang struck the post and
Sead Kolasinac's last-ditch tackle denied
Ismaila Sarr before the Bosnian wingback crossed for Aubameyang to give
Arsenal breathing space.
Winning the Europa League also
offers Arsenal and Chelsea the safety
net of Champions League qualification

P

should they fail to make the top four
in the Premier League.
Chelsea also cruised into the last
eight with greater ease.
After a 3-0 victory in last week's last
16, first leg at Stamford Bridge, Chelsea
were even more dominant in Kiev as
Olivier Giroud scored his first hat-trick
for the club.
Giroud netted a first-half double,
before Marcos Alonso slid home a third
on the stroke of half-time. He completed his hat-trick before teenage
winger Callum Hudson-Odoi
rounded off the scoring.

SEVILLA OUT

Five-time
winners Sevilla
were beaten 4-3
after extra time to
lose a thrilling tie against
Slavia Prague 6-5 on
aggregate.
Twice the Spanish
side came from behind
to take the tie to extra
time thanks to goals from
Wissam Ben Yedder and
Munir El-Haddadi.
However, after Franco Vazquez
had given Sevilla a 3-2 lead on the
night, Slavia hit back and Ibrahim
Traore's winner a minute from time

Olivier Giroud celebrates after completing his hat-trick against Kiev

sealed a famous win for
the Czechs.
Napoli wrapped up a
4-3 aggregate victory over
last season's semi-finalists
Salzburg despite a 3-1 second-leg loss in Austria.
Another Serie A giant fell,
though, as the highly-rated
Luka Jovic scored the only goal
of the night and the tie as
Eintracht Frankfurt beat Inter
Milan at the San Siro.
Russian outfit Krasnodar suffered heartbreak as Goncalo Guedes

Hamilton on top as Ferrari
continue to struggle

Chelsea

scored a dramatic injury-time equaliser to send Valencia through 3-2 on
aggregate after a 1-1 second-leg draw.
Spanish sides have dominated this
competition in recent years and despite
Sevilla's defeat will have two representatives in the last eight as Villarreal beat
Zenit St Petersburg 2-1 to seal a
resounding 5-2 aggregate victory.
Benfica, runners-up in 2013 and
2014, were also taken to extra-time by
Dinamo Zagreb but eventually overturned a 1-0 firs leg deficit with a 3-0
win in Lisbon.

lowing Friday's draw, as Chelsea
were paired with outsiders Slavia
Prague.
Unai Emery's team will host
Napoli at the Emirates Stadium
in the first leg on April 11, with
the return in Italy a week later.
It is a tough draw for the
Gunners, with Carlo Ancelotti's
Napoli currently second in Serie
A — they were eliminated from
the Champions League in the
group stage despite beating
Liverpool at home and drawing
twice with Paris Saint-Germain.
The winners of that tie will
go on to a semi-final against the
winners of an all-Spanish quarter-final between local rivals
Valencia and Villarreal.
Both La Liga sides defeated
Russian opposition in the last 16.
Emery and Ancelotti are
both former PSG coaches, but
the latter may have wished for
a match-up with another of his
old sides, Chelsea.
Instead, the west London
club will face Slavia, heading to
the capital of the Czech Republic
for the first leg on April 11.
Chelsea, winners of the
Europa League in 2013, will
fancy their chances of advancing, although they would be wise
to beware a Slavia side who are
top of the Czech league and
knocked out Sevilla in the last
16.
The winners of that tie will
go through to a semi-final
against either Benfica or dark
horses Eintracht Frankfurt.

Former Arsenal stopper David Ospina
will travel Emirates with Napoli for q/f

Benfica, who dropped out
of this season's Champions
League at the group stage, lost
to Chelsea in the 2013 Europa
League final and were then
beaten by Sevilla on penalties in
the final a year later.
Eintracht are a dangerous
prospect, and the only German
survivor in any European competition this season.
This year's Europa League
final will be held in Baku,
Azerbaijan, on May 29. The
winners will secure passage to
next season's Champions
League group stage.

Man City face FIFA transfer ban
AFP n MANCHESTER

anchester City will be
banned by FIFA from makM
ing signings in the next two

The image highlights the Champions League 2018-19 quarter final draw

UEFA

United draw takes
Ole to Camp Nou
AFP n NYON

REPEAT OF '96 FINAL

UEFA also drew the semifinals on Friday, meaning the
winners of the Barcelona v
United will face either Liverpool
or Porto in the last four.
Jurgen Klopp's side, fresh
from knocking out Bayern
Munich in the last 16, will be
confident of beating the
Portuguese champions after
defeating them 5-0 on aggregate
in the last 16 on their way to the

ewis Hamilton made a mockery of his
claim that Ferrari would be half-a-secL
ond quicker at the Australian Grand Prix
by easily clocking the fastest times in the
season's opening practice runs on Friday.
The Briton led a Mercedes one-two in
the second session as he powered round
Melbourne's Albert Park circuit under
clear skies with a best of one minute 22.600
seconds.
It bettered his pace-setting 1:23.599 in
the opening practice as he kick-started his
bid for a sixth world title.
Valtteri Bottas was second (1:22.648)
with Red Bull's Max Verstappen third
(1:23.400), marginally ahead of impressive
new teammate Pierre Gasly, who was promoted this year from Toro Rosso.
Sebastian Vettel, who has won in
Melbourne for the past two years, could
only manage fifth, nearly a second adrift of

anchester United will face
Barcelona
in
the
M
Champions League quarterfinals while Manchester City
and Tottenham Hotspur clash
in an all-Premier League tie following Friday's draw.
Liverpool were
drawn to play FC
Porto in the knockout
rounds for the second
year in succession, as
Ajax's reward for eliminating the holders Real
Madrid is a two-legged tie
against Cristiano Ronaldo
and Juventus.
English hopes are high that
this could be their year in
Europe's elite club competition
after all four of their representatives made it through to the
last eight.
However, Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer's United will have
their work cut out if they are to
go any further as they take
on the Barcelona of Lionel
Messi in the headline tie.
For Solskjaer, the second leg will bring back
memories of the 1999
final, when the
Norwegian came off
the bench to score a stoppage-time winner for United
against Bayern Munich at
Barcelona's Camp Nou stadium.
With City and United not
allowed to play their home leg
in the same week, United will
entertain the leaders of La Liga
at Old Trafford on April 9 or 10,
with the return a week later.
The last time the Premier
League had four teams in the
quarter-finals, in 2008/09,
Barcelona beat the Old Trafford
side 2-0 in the final in Rome.
The clubs clashed again in the
final at Wembley in 2011, with
Barca winning 3-1 on that occasion.

AFP n MELBOURNE

Lionel Messi celebrates after Barca’s win

final last season.
Liverpool will host twotime European Cup winners
Porto at Anfield in the first leg
before heading to the Estadio do
Dragao in the return on April
16 or 17.
There is guaranteed to be
one English team in the
semi-finals after Tottenham
and City were paired
together, with the first leg
to be played in
London.
With
Pep
Guardiola's team top of
the Premier League, 13 points
ahead of Spurs in third, City will
be the favourites to advance to
their first semi-final since 2016.
City have also won their last
three meetings with Mauricio
Pochettino's team.
The draw means there will
be three clashes between the
sides in 10 days — they are also
due to meet in the Premier
League at the Etihad Stadium
on April 20.
The winner of that tie will
host either Ajax or Juventus in
the first leg of the semi-finals.
The latter tie is a repeat of
the 1996 final, which the Italian
club won on penalties against an
Ajax team who had won the trophy the previous year.
Juventus have lost five finals
since then but are hoping
Ronaldo can fire them to glory
this season after his hat-trick
knocked out Atletico Madrid on
Tuesday.
That result ended Atletico's
dreams of reaching the final,
which will be played at their
Wanda Metropolitano stadium
on Saturday, June 1.

arch-rival Hamilton, while Ferrari partner
Charles Leclerc struggled to ninth, straddling the kerb and spinning as he pushed
hard late in the day.
The man Leclerc replaced, Finnish former world champion Kimi Raikkonen,
pushed his Alfa Romeo — formerly Sauber
— into sixth.
The Renaults of Nico Hulkenberg and
Daniel Ricciardo were sixth and seventh
respectively.
"I have a positive buzz from driving the
car today — this is what I love doing. The
car feels like it's in a similar place to where
it was in Barcelona, which is positive coming to a different track," said Hamilton.
"We got through our programme really well, there were no issues on track.
There's plenty of stuff that we can improve
on, but this was not a bad start."
Hamilton is gunning for a third world
crown in a row to close in on Michael
Schumacher's all-time record of seven.

transfer windows after they
broke rules related to the protection of youth players and thirdparty ownership, according to a
report in the Sun newspaper.
The club are already being
investigated by the Football
Association and Premier League
over allegations related to youth
transfers and financial fair play
rules.
European football's governing body UEFA is also looking
into potential breaches of financial fair play, an investigation that
could result in City being banned
from the Champions League.
A transfer ban for the
Premier League champions
would come less than a month
after Chelsea were hit with the
same sanction for 29 breaches of
article 19 of FIFA's regulations on
the transfer and status of players.
The west London club have
already lodged an appeal against
that punishment but were told by
world governing body FIFA last
week that the sanction would not
be frozen while the case is being
reviewed, as Chelsea had hoped.
FIFA has been investigating
City's international transfers for
several years, although the club
were cleared of breaking the

rules when they signed
Benjamin Garre from Velez
Sarsfield in 2016 just after the
Argentine midfielder's 16th
birthday.
According to the Sun report,
FIFA believes City have crossed
the line, though, in regards to
their relationship with FC
Nordsjaelland and the Right To
Dream football academy in
Ghana that is also owned by the
Danish side's president, Tom
Vernon.
Last year, two players from
the academy, Sierra Leone's
George Davies and Ghanaian
Dominic Oduro, told Danish
newspaper Jyllands-Posten that

they signed for City and played
in youth matches before they
turned 18.
Both have since left City —
Davies now plays in Latvia and
Oduro in the United States —
but FIFA has been investigating
their time with the English club.
City have welcomed the
UEFA investigation into allegations that the club tried to circumvent financial fair play regulations, and Blues boss Pep
Guardiola said on the issue last
week: "I said last season I trust a
lot what the club has done
because I know them. Hopefully
they can solve it as soon as possible."

THIEM THROUGH AS Bencic sweeps into
MONFILS WITHDRAWS semis against Kerber
AFP n INDIAN WELLS

AFP n INDIAN WELLS

orld number seven Dominic
Thiem reached an ATP
Indian Wells Masters semi-final
showdown with Milos Raonic
without hitting a ball on Thursday
as injured Gael Monfils withdrew.
France's Monfils, ranked 19th
in the world, pulled out shortly
before his scheduled quarter-final
against Thiem with left Achilles
tendon trouble.
Oft-injured Monfils said he'd
felt discomfort in his ankle for a
couple of days and had been
receiving treatment, but the pain
was worse after his fourth-round
win over Philipp Kohlschreiber on
Wednesday night.
He said an ultrasound exam
confirmed severe inflammation,
and he wasn't yet sure if it would
prevent him from playing the
upcoming Miami Masters.
Thiem is through to the semifinals at Indian Wells for the first
time, having reached the quarters
once before in 2017.
Meanwhile in the other quarterfinal Raonic ended the dream
run of lucky loser Miomir
Kecmanovic, beating the 19-yearold Serbian 6-3, 6-4.
Raonic, ranked 14th in the
world, fired 13 aces and broke
Kecmanovic once in each set to
keep his bid to better his 2016 runner-up finish on track.

esurgent Swiss Belinda Bencic toppled
another top-10 player on Thursday,
R
downing fifth-ranked Karolina Pliskova to

W

set up an Indian Wells WTA final against
Angelique Kerber.
Bencic, a former world number seven
whose ranking slumped as injuries stalled
her career, showed no sign of a let-down
after her fourth-round victory over world
number one and defending champion
Naomi Osaka, out-lasted Czech Pliskova 63, 4-6, 6-3.
She stretched her WTA match winning
streak to 12 — six of those wins
coming against top-10 players with
No 8 Kerber coming up.
Germany's Kerber defeated
seven-time Grand Slam champion
Venus Williams 7-6 (7/3), 6-3.
"Of course I'm very confident,"
said Bencic, who rose to 23 in the
world with her first WTA title in four years
at Dubai last month and will crack the top
10 by virtue of reaching the semis here.
"I'm not putting pressure on myself even
now," the 22-year-old said. "I'm just playing.
The less I think on the court the better it is.

KERBER SOLVES VENUS PUZZLE

Kecmanovic, who failed to
make it through qualifying but
gained entry to the main draw
when fifth-seeded Kevin
Anderson withdrew, was the first
lucky loser to reach the quarterfinals at Indian Wells since the

tournament served as the inaugural ATP Masters 1000 in 1990.
Roger Federer and Rafael
Nadal will be vying to set up a
blockbuster semi-final when the
play in the other two quarter-finals
on Friday.

Reigning Wimbledon champion Kerber
reached the Indian Wells semi-finals for the
third time with her win over Williams in a
battle of former world number ones.
Kerber dominated the tiebreaker to
grab a hard-fought first set that featured four
breaks of serve.
She had to fight for the lone break of
the second set as Williams saved four break
points to hold for 2-2 and saved four more

in the sixth game before Kerber finally converted one for a 4-2 lead that would stand
up the rest of the way.
Williams never got her big serve going,
producing just one ace. The 38-year-old veteran did her best to catch Kerber out with
crafty changes of pace, but the German was
able to adjust.
"I think every body saw that Venus is
really a player with a lot of experience,"
Kerber said. "She played really tricky — in
the good way — it was really hard for me
to play my game.
Friday night's other semi-final had
already been set with 18-year-old Canadian
wildcard Bianca Andreescu due to take on
world number six Elina Svitolina of
Ukraine.

