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he
Opposition
Mahagathbandhan is finally in place in Bihar. The
Congress on Tuesday agreed to
contest on nine seats as against
its insistence for 11 seats. The
alliance’ mainstay RJD will
contest 20 seats, seven less
than it fought in 2014 thus
paving the way for the accommodation of other smaller parties in the grouping.
Upendra Kushwaha’s RLSP
will fight on four seats and Jitan
Ram Majhi’s HAM on three
seats. RJD leader Tejashwi
Yadav, who is spearheading
the formation of the muchhyped grand alliance, has
rushed to Ranchi to brief and
further deliberate with RJD
patriarch Lalu Prasad, currently cooling his heels in jail
in a multi-crore fodder scam.
The Mahagathbandhan in
Bihar formally acknowledges
Congress, RJD, RLSP, HAM,
Sharad Yadav’s Loktantrik
Janata Dal and Mukesh Sahnis
Vikasheel Insaan Party as its
constituents. While Congress
wants to take on board
Madhepura MP Pappu Yadav,
whose wife Ranjeet Ranjan is a
Congress MP, it was opposed
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by RJD which had fielded him on its ticket five
years ago but expelled
him later on disciplinary
grounds.
“RJD is to contest on 20
seats, Congress on 9 seats,
RLSP on 4, HAM on 3, LJD
and VIP on 2 seats each,” said
AICC sources, adding that a
formal announcement would
come up on Wednesday at a

joint Press conference by representatives of all the grand
alliance partners.
Sharing of seats in the
Grand Alliance was hampered
by squabbles between smaller
partners like the RLSP and the
HAM with each party demanding a share that was bigger than

what the other was
to get. The current impasse surfaced following Tejashwi indicating “fissures” as crisis over
seat-sharing deepened in the
Bihar Mahagathbandhan.
Amid hard bargaining by
smaller parties, the major players — RJD and Congress —
locked horns over the seat
sharing arrangements.
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PNS: BJP Lok Sabha MP
Shatrughan Sinha may be pitted on a Congress ticket from
Patna Sahib against Union
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad.
The confusion over
Darbhanga seat is also understood to be cleared as Kirti
Azad will be the Congress
candidate from the seat. While
Azad was suspended from
BJP and he joined Congress,
Sinha has kept it a secret on his
part but has made his intentions obvious by criticising his
parent party BJP and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
several occasions.
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he BJP-led Government in
Goa will face the floor test
T
on Wednesay, a day after it

ith the AAP and the
W
Congress going public in
asserting that they will not

enter into an alliance, it is now
NCP chief Sharad Pawar, who
has entered the scene to play the
mediator, in what is being seen
as a last-ditch attempt to forge
a pre-poll alliance between the
two parties in Delhi to take on
the BJP, which holds all the
seven Lok Sabha seats in the
Capital.
After a series of flip-flops
between both the parties,
sources said Congress Central
leadership has started a rethink
on the insistence of their alliance
partners’ tallest leader Pawar,
who met Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi and Mallikarjun Kharge
first and then AAP’s Sanjay
Singh, also a Rajya Sabha member. The Maratha strongman
had last month hosted a mega
Opposition meeting that starred
Rahul Gandhi, Arvind Kejriwal
and Mamata Banerjee.
Following Pawar’s mediation, Delhi Congress president
Sheila Dikshit convened an
urgent meeting with the three
working presidents —
Devender Yadav, Haroon Yusuf
and Rajesh Lilothia — of Delhi
Pradesh Congress Committee
(DPCC), which had opposed an
alliance with AAP. The leaders
did not divulge any details and

surge of Congress
    Amid
popularity in Chhattisgarh,
the BJP on Tuesday decided to
     field new faces for all
the 11 Lok Sabha seats to
its poll fortune in the
   revive
mineral-rich State.

    
     
    
   

      
    
!   
   " #
$ % &! 
%'   "(

only stated that the meeting was
over decision of candidates for
the Lok Sabha elections.
Sources said Sheila met her
party colleagues at her home to
reconsider a tie-up with AAP —
an idea that she has resisted
vehemently so far. Sources said
13 former Congress district
presidents have written a letter
to party chief Rahul Gandhi
asking for an alliance with the

AAP.
Dikshit, a three-time Chief
Minister whose rule ended with
AAP’s rise in Delhi, had on
Monday warned in a letter to
Rahul and UPA chairperson
Sonia Gandhi that an alliance
with the AAP will hurt the
Congress in the long run. She
also urged the leadership to spell
out its stand to avoid confusion
among party workers.

was formed. Governor
Mridula Sinha has convened
a special session of the
Assembly on Wednesday at
11.30 am to enable Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant to
prove his majority in the
House, an official said.
Sawant on Tuesday said
his Government had sought a
floor test on Wednesday to
prove its strength in the
Assembly. The Government in
the coastal State claims support of 21 MLAs — 12 from
the BJP, three each of allies
Goa Forward Party (GFP)
and
Maharashtrawadi
Gomantak Party (MGP) and
three Independents.
The strength of the 40member House has been
reduced to 36 due to the
death of Chief Minister
Manohar Parrikar, BJP MLA
Francis D’Souza and resignations of two Congress MLAs
Subhash Shirodkar and
Dayanand Sopte.
The Congress is the single
largest party in the State with
14 MLAs. There is also an
NCP legislator in the House.
Sawant, 45, who succeeds
Parrikar, was sworn in along
with 11 other Ministers in the
wee hours on Tuesday.

BJP national general secretary and party in-charge for
Chhattisgarh Dr Anil Jain while
interacting with media on
Tuesday said party’s Central
Election Committee has agreed
to put up new faces in
Chhattisgarh where the party
had won 10 out of the 11 seats
in 2014 polls.
BJP sources informed that
BJP national vice-president
and former chief minister
Raman Singh could be fielded
from Rajnandgaon in place of
his son, Abhishek Singh.
Meanwhile, in a separate
development Chhattisgarh
chief electoral officer Subrat
Sahoo said that election model
code of conduct is the base of
election management and that
the success of the election
depends on how effectively
the code is followed.
He was addressing the programme, ‘No the Code’, organised by the Vision India
Foundation.
He said without putting any
impact on the public services,
the code of conduct is enforced
on those linked to the government and political parties. The
model code of conduct is not a
law but it’s an effective tool that
can ensure the success of an
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election. Impartiality is maintained if the code is followed
and judiciously used.
Sahoo urged the youth to
use their right to franchise
and motivate others to do so.
He said youth is the highest
number of voters in the country. They are armed with technology and awareness. So to
further strengthen the democ-

racy, participation of youth is
most necessary.
On media’s role, the CEO
said, “It is one of the effective
medium, but danger of its misuse also remains. Techno savvy
youth team monitors the social
media misuse during the polls.
Technology and coordination
has made the polls management easy.”
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he all-powerful GST
Council on Tuesday
T
allowed builders an option to

choose between old tax rates
and the new ones for underconstruction residential projects to help resolve input tax
credit issues.
The council, headed by
Union Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley and including representatives of all States, at its
34th meeting here laid out
transition rules for the implementation of new tax rates for
the real estate sector.
Builders will get a one-time
option to continue paying tax
at the old rates (effective rate of
8 per cent or 12 per cent with
Input Tax Credit or ITC) on
ongoing projects (buildings
where construction and actual booking have both started
before April 1, 2019, but which
will not be completed by March
31, 2019), Revenue Secretary A
B Pandey told reporters here.
Real estate industry hailed
the GST Council’s decision,
saying this will give relief to

builders — who were worried
about loss of input tax credit in
the new tax regime.
The new tax rate of 1 per
cent for affordable houses and
5 per cent for others, without
ITC, will apply on new projects.
The move will help address
apprehensions as well as potential disputes on various computational and transitional
issues such as the loss of input
credits and pricing that were
bound to arise on account of
the change. “GST Council
today has approved transition
plan for the new rate structure
for real estate residential projects... From April 1, builders
have to choose either of the
options for which they will get
time,” he said.

n more trouble for cashstrapped Jet Airways, an
umbrella body of its domestic
pilots on Tuesday threatened to
stop flying from April 1 if
their dues are not paid by
March-end even as aviation
regulator DGCA said only 41
aircraft of the airline were in
operation and more attrition is
likely soon.
As situation at the beleaguered airline deteriorated,
Civil Aviation Minister Suresh
Prabhu directed senior officials
of his Ministry to continuously monitor developments relating to the crisis.
In a related development,
the Jet Airways’ Aircraft
Maintenance Engineers’ Union
wrote to the DGCA on Tuesday
morning saying they were not
paid salaries for last three
months and that their “adverse
psychological” condition has
put flight safety at risk.
However, the Aircraft
Maintenance Engineers’ Union
issued a clarification hours
later saying Jet Airways aircraft
are safe to fly and are being
maintained at highest levels of
safety standards.
Related reports on P10
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s the “Chai pe Charcha”
and “Abki Baar Modi
Sarkar” struck a chord with the
voters in 2014, the BJP, five
years down the line, is now trying to enlarge and intensify its
“Main Bhi Chowkidar” campaign in the run-up to the
tough Lok Sabha polls with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
interacting with people who
have pledged their support to
the campaign on March 31,
from 500 places across the
country.
More so, since it is buoyed
by the massive response to the
“Main Bhi Chowkidar” campaign launched by the Prime
Minister on March 16. Senior
BJP leader and Union Law
Minister Ravishakar Prasad
Minister said the campaign
has become a “people’s movement” as the “Main Bhi

Chowkidar” hashtag has been
tweeted 20 lakh times and had
1,680 crore impressions.
Prior to the mega show,
taking the social media connect
to the next level, the PM will
also address 25 lakh “chowkidars” on March 20 on the eve

of Holi.
The BJP has sensed that the
“Main Bhi Chowkidar” campaign could be a winning
proposition in the multiple
cross-firings of slogans and
catchy shouts of electioneering
from a range of political parties.

The campaign is in a way
aimed at deflating Congress
president Rahul Gandhi’s
riposte “Chowkidar chor hai”
as also to appropriate and
include one and all in its gamut
and render it an egalitarian
colour.

Prasad, who addressed a
Press conference here, said
Modi would be stationed outside Delhi while speaking with
people from 500 destinations.
Replying to a question if
the campaign was a counter to
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi’s
“Chowkidar chor hai” barb, he
rejected the suggestion and
asserted that Modi in his campaign for the 2014 Lok Sabha
polls had projected himself as
the “first servant” and “chowkidar” of the country.
On Saturday, Modi had
urged his supporters to take the
chowkidar pledge, saying he is
not alone in the fight against
graft and social evils.
Following his appeal, all
BJP leaders, including party
chief Amit Shah and Union
Ministers, prefixed the word
“chowkidar” to their names in
their Twitter profile as they
sought people’s support in the
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iming to check fake and
provocative content being
A
spread on social media plat-

forms during the upcoming
Lok Sabha polls, social media
giants and Internet and Mobile
Association of India (IAMAI)
will come up with a “code of
ethics” by Wednesday evening.
This was decided in a highlevel meeting convened by the
Election Commission (EC) on
Tuesday with representatives of
Facebook, WhatsApp, Twitter,
Google, Sharechat, BigoTV
and Tiktok.
Detailed report on P2

Lok Sabha elections.
Social media is abuzz with
witty take-offs on the campaign. In one instance people
posted photographs of economic offenders and absconders — Nirav Modi, Vijay
Mallya, Lalit Modi — with a
caption “Main Bhi Chowkidar”.
Opposition parties in Uttar
Pradesh also took a dig.
Leading the Opposition
attack, Mayawati said on
Twitter, “After BJP launched
‘Mai Bhi Chowkidar’ campaign, PM Modi and others
added the prefix ‘chowkidar’ to
their Twitter handles. So now
Narendra Modi is Chowkidar
and no more ‘chaiwala’ which
he was at the time of last Lok
Sabha election. What a change
India is witnessing under the
BJP rule. Bravo!” Incidentally,
Mayawati has only recently
joined the twitter fraternity
after shunning it for long.

Her ally Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav tweeted
in Hindi, “Is there any chowkidar to check the theft of fertiliser?” In another tweet, Yadav
appeared to be referring to the
controversial Rafale jet deal.
“Has the chowkidar responsible for the theft of file from the
Ministry been punished,” he
asked.
On Monday, Congress’
incharge of eastern Uttar
Pradesh Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra said, “Unki (the Prime
Minister) marzi apne naam ke
aage kya lagaen. Mujhe ek
kisan bhai ne kaha ki ‘dekhiye
chowkidar toh ameeron ke
hotey hain, hum kisan toh
apney khud chowkidar hotey
hain” (I met a group of farmers...Potato farmers of western
UP. One of them told me,
chowkidar is for the rich. We
farmers are our own
chowkidar).
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iming to check fake and
provocative content being
spread on social media platforms during the upcoming
Lok Sabha polls, social media
giants and Internet and Mobile
Association of India (IAMAI)
will come up with a 'code of
ethics' by Wednesday evening.
This was decided after a highlevel meeting convened by the
Election Commission (EC) on
Tuesday to discuss social media
content post implementation of
the Model Code of Conduct.
The EC had summoned
representatives of Facebook,
WhatsApp, Twitter, Google,
Sharechat, BigoTV and Tiktok
for the meeting.
The issues discussed
included the appointment of
dedicated grievance channel for
expeditious action by the
organisations, pre-certification
of all political advertisements
on social media platforms by
the Media Certification And
Monitoring Committee of the
EC and the "evolution of a
mechanism by social media
platforms to prevent abuse on
their platforms". Sources in the
EC said the meeting also
focused on evolving a notification mechanism by social
media platforms for acting
upon the violations of Section
126 of Representation of the
People Act, 1951 and preventing misuse of these platforms.

According to sources,
ShareChat is working with a
fact checking agency to keep in
check fake news that might
enter the system. Tagging of
content creator: whenever a
post leaves our platform with
the original creator's user ID
ShareChat can easily identify
who has originally shared the
content.
"Everyone who signs up on
ShareChat's platform requires
a registered mobile number. As
per request, ShareChat can
assist local low enforcement
authorities and to identify individuals if they are proved to be
involved in spreading any kind
of fake news or hate speech,"
said
the
sources.
"Representatives of Google
assured the poll body that it can
set up a system to fight fake
news in 24 hours," sources
added.
Besides installing safeguards, the EC wants social
media platforms to voluntarily inform users about the consequences of indulging in
"unlawful conduct during the
elections and, in particular,
the 48-hour silent period"
immediately preceding polling
day. It has also asked social
media intermediaries to adopt
a general code of ethics in view
of the electoral contest.
According to sources,
social media platforms, for
their part, have taken various
steps to curb the circulation of

fake news that may either
favour certain political parties
or incite the public. Last month,
Facebook expanded its local
fact-checking network and
introduced stricter rules for
political advertisements in
India. WhatsApp — a social
messaging platform with over
200 million users in India —
introduced product changes
and undertook roadshows after
false messages circulated on it
fanned communal tensions
and sparked mob violence.
Twitter has also overhauled its
policies to boost transparency
and rein in misinformation.

,   
 
  
PNS: The Election Commission
on Tuesday issued a show-cause
notice to Union Minister Babul
Supriyo for putting out a campaign song, composed and sung
by him, without prior permission and against which TMC has
submitted a complaint. The
music-video was posted in social
media and some local TV news
channels aired it without certification from the EC. "The
singer-turned-politician, who is
an MP from Asansol, has been
asked to reply within 48 hours
of receiving the notice," the EC
said.
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he Election Commission
on Tuesday issued a notification for the second phase of
the seven-phased 2019 Lok
Sabha elections, kicking off
the process of filing of nominations for another 97 constituencies across 13 States and
Union Territories.
Voting in the second phase
will take place on April 18, said
the notification, which comes
a day after the poll panel notified the first phase covering 91
constituencies.
By the evening of March
29, a clear picture on the number of candidates in each of the
97 constituencies will emerge.
All parliamentary constituencies in Tamil Nadu (39 seats)
and Puducherry (one seat) will
go for polling in the second
phase.
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and
West Bengal will see polling in
all the seven phases. In the second phase, eight UP constituencies including Agra,
Aligarh and Mathura, three in
West Bengal, including
Darjeeling and five in Bihar will
go for polls.
UP has 80 seats, while
West Bengal and Bihar have 42
and 40 Lok Sabha seats respectively. The Srinagar and
Udhampur seats in Jammu &
Kashmir will also go for polling
in the second phase.

New Delhi: India may not see
another election if Narendra
Modi is re-elected as Prime
Minister, Rajasthan Chief
Minister and senior Congress
leader Ashok Gehlot has
claimed, suggesting that the
country may go the way of
China and Russia.
Gehlot also said both
democracy and the country
were in danger under Modi,
who he said would "do anything" to get back to power.
People felt he could even go to
war with Pakistan to achieve
this goal, the Congress leader
said.
Dubbing Modi a "good
actor", Gehlot said he could do
much better in Bollywood and
would have left his indelible
mark in acting. He also alleged
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that he was a "master in marketing false promises".
"If people re-elect Modi,
then there is no surety on
whether elections will be held
in the country or not. 'Chunav
honge bhi, aur nahin bhi
honge...Jaise China, Russia
mein hota hai' (Elections will
be held in the country and yet
not be held, like what happens
in China, Russia)," Gehlot said
during an interaction with
PTI.
He was suggesting that
polls will be held on the lines
of those in China and Russia,
where only one party rules and
who becomes the president or
the Prime Minister is decided
beforehand.
PTI
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court has sought to know
from the relatives of miners,
who were trapped in an illegal
mine in Meghalaya three
months ago, whether they
wanted to recover the bodies
which might have been
"decomposed" by now.
15 miners were trapped on
December 13 last year in an
illegal coal mine at Ksan in
East Jaintia Hills district of
Meghalaya, about 3.7 km deep
inside a forest, when water
from the nearby Lytein river
gushed into it.
Only two bodies have
been recovered from the mine
so far.
The top court is hearing a
plea which had sought urgent
steps for rescuing the miners
trapped in the rat-hole mine.

A bench of Justices S A
Bobde and S K Kaul told the
petitioner to ask the family
members of the trapped miners as to whether they want to
get the bodies recovered.
"The petitioner is directed
to ascertain from the relatives
of the deceased if they wish to
have the bodies recovered
having regard to the fact that
they may be already in a completely decomposed condition," the bench said in its
order.
The top court also directed Dr Sudhir Kumar,
Hydrologist of Roorkee's
National
Institute
of
Hydrologist to visit the site and
after re-appraisal, submit a
report pointing out if pumping
of water being done there for
de-watering is adequate. PTI

n one of the rare instances,
President R am Nath
Kovind on Tuesday awarded
Shaurya Chakra to 16-yearold Irfan Ramzan Sheikh
for fighting terrorists who
attacked his residence in
Shopian district of Jammu &
Kashmir. Shaurya Chakra
is usually awarded to armed
forces and paramilitar y
personnel for "gallantry otherwise in the face of the
enemy".
This apart, Kirti Chakras
were awarded to Sowar Vijay
Kumar of the Armoured
Corps and Constable Pradip
Kumar Panda of the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF).
The two died in two separate
operations in Jammu &
Kashmir. Besides Sheikh, rifleman Jaiprakash Oraon and
Sepoy Ajay Kumar were also
awarded Shaurya Chakras for
their role in counter terror
operations in Manipur and

Jammu & Kashmir respectively.
During the intervening
night of October 16-17 of
2017, terrorists cordoned off
the house of Sheikh. His
father Mohammad Ramzan
was an ex-sarpanch with affiliations to the People's
Democratic Party (PDP).
When Sheikh, the eldest
son of Mohammad Ramzan,
opened the door, he found
three terrorists in the verandah of the house armed with
rifles and grenades. Sheikh,
who was 14 years old then,
put a brave fight with the terrorists by pouncing on them,
which led to the terrorists to
r un away f rom area.
Currently, studying in Class
X, Sheikh aspires to become
an Indian Police Service (IPS)
officer.
The terrorists resorted to
indiscriminate firing, resulting in severe injur y to
Sheikh's father, who later
died.

Rashtrapati Bhavan said.
These appointments were
recommended by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-led
selection committee and
approved by President Ram
Nath Kovind.
"The above appointments
will take effect from the dates
they assume charge of their
respective offices," it said.
Justice Ghose, 66, retired as
Supreme Court judge in May
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Ne w Delhi: India and
Pakistan on Tuesday held a
meeting of technical experts
to discuss issues related to the
Kartarpur corridor, including its alignment, coordinates,
and other engineering aspects
of the proposed crossing
points, sources said.
The meeting comes days
after the two countries held
talks to finalise the modalities
for the corridor linking
Gurudwara Darbar Sahib in
the Pakistani town of
Kartarpur with the Gurdaspur
district in Punjab.
The technical meeting at
the level of experts, including
engineers and surveyors, was
held at "proposed zero points"

in the follow up to the decision reached on the March 14
meeting, the sources said.
India has been seeking
this meeting for long time and
had even suggested to hold it
on Februar y 15, 2019.
Pakistan, however, had linked
it to the meeting on the draft
agreement.
The experts discussed the
alignment of the corridor, the
coordinates, and the engineering aspects of the proposed crossing points, the
sources said.
The outcomes from
Tuesday's site visit and survey
would be further discussed at
a meeting on April 2, they
said.
PTI

2017. He is a member of the
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) since
June 29, 2017.
These appointments are
likely to trigger a political controversy as Congress leader
Mallikarjun Kharge, who is
member of the Lokpal selection
panel, had boycotted its latest
meet on Friday.
The Lokpal and Lokayukta
Act, which envisages appointment of a Lokpal at the Centre
and Lokayuktas in states to look
into cases of corruption against
certain categories of public servants, was passed on 2013.
The Appointments comes a
fortnight after the Supreme
Court asked Attorney General K
K Venugopal to inform it within 10 days about a possible date

for meeting of the selection
committee.
A bench of Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi and Justices S A
Nazeer and Sanjiv Khanna was
on March 7 informed by
Venugopal that the Lokpal
search committee headed by former apex court judge Ranjana
Prakash Desai recommended
three panels of names to the
selection committee for appointment of chairperson, judicial
and non-judicial members in the
anti-graft body.
The attorney general had
told the bench that he will ask
the secretary of the Department
of Personnel and Training to
ensure that the meeting of the
selection committee is convened as early as possible.
Following the court's pro-

N

ational Security Advisor
Ajit Doval on Tuesday
said India has neither forgotten nor will forget the
Pulwama terror attack and the
country's leadership is "capable and courageous" to formulate effective responses to
such acts.
While speaking at a CRPF
function in Gurgaon, the NSA
also asked the paramilitary
force to "constantly" enhance
their professionalism, training,
physical capabilities and quick
response skills.
"What should we do?
What should be our way, our
aim and our response and
time to respond? The country's leadership is both capable and courageous to (do)
that," Doval said.
"The country will tackle
all such challenges and we
have the courage to do this,"
he said while addressing 80th
raising day celebrations at the
Group Centre of the CRPF
Gurgaon.
Doval began his 16minute speech by paying tributes to the 40 personnel who
were killed when a suicide
bomber
of
Jaish-eMohammed (JeM) collided
his explosives-laden vehicle
with a bus of the paramilitary
convoy on February 14.
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ceedings, a meeting of selection
panel was held on March 15.
The Supreme Court had on
January 17 set up a Februaryend deadline for the Lokpal
search committee to send a
panel of names who could be
considered for the appointment
as its chairman and members.
According to rules, there is
provision for a chairperson and
a maximum of eight members
in the Lokpal panel. Of these,
four need to be judicial members.
Not less than 50 per cent of
the members of the Lokpal shall
be from amongst the persons
belonging to the Scheduled
Castes, the Scheduled Tribes,
Other Backward Classes,
minorities and women, the rules
say.
PTI

s mark of respect to the
casualties suffered by its
personnel in Pulwama, the
CRPF has decided against officially celebrating Holi this
year and directed all the formations across the country not
to celebrate the festival of
colours.
"As a mark of solidarity
with the families of our 40
brave jawans who attained
martyrdom in Pulwama on
14/02/2019, the Competent
Authority has desired that
there will be no official Holi
celebrations this year in all our
formations," reads an internal
message circulated to all the
formations of the CRPF on
Tuesday.
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SS chief Mohan Bhagwat on
Tuesday paid tributes to late
BJP leader and former Goa
Chief Minister Manohar
Parrikar describing him as a
political personality who always
worked for national interest.
Parrikar was diligent, committed and focused in his goals,
Bhagwat said in a statement
issued by the RSS.
He said Parrikar, the former
head of Sangh's Goa unit, was a
leader who dedicated everything for development of his

state with due diligence.Talking
about Parrikar's tenure as
Defence Minister, Bhagwat said
he guided the defence establishment in a new direction.
"Amiable, studious, strongwilled, work-oriented and someone who had no other thought
in his mind except national
interest, Manohar Parrikar was,
indeed, a rare public figure,"
Bhagwat said, adding that he will
always be remembered as an
ideal social, political worker.
Parrikar, 63, passed away on
March 17. He was battling with
cancer for more than a year.
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he India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has
T
found that in 2018 citizens
across a vast swathe of India
suffered from heat wave for
over 50 days spanning April,
May and June. The heatwave
days were 25 in May and 17 in
June. Interestingly, April also
reported 12 days of heatwave
last year. The IMD had forecast
last year that in 2019, along
with expected increase in the
duration and frequency of heat
waves, numbers of hot days are
also expected to increase.
As per the IMD, heatwave
is considered if maximum temperature of a station reaches at
least 40°C or more for plains,
37°C or more for coastal stations and at least 30°C or more

for Hilly regions.
The regions falling under
the core heat wave zone are
Delhi, Punjab, Har yana,
Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh,
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Bihar, Jharkhand,
West Bengal, Orissa and
Telangana, and meteorological
subdivisions of Marathwada,
Vidarbha, central Maharashtra
and coastal Andhra Pradesh.
"The heat wave was reported over some parts of
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Vidarbha, northeast, Jammu &
Kashmir, Odisha, cCoastal
Andhra Pradesh and along
west coast. Over some parts of
Kerala, maximum temperature was greater than 90th percentile for more than 50 to 60
% of the days in April, May and

June," the IMD report said.
According to report, there
were many underlying mechanisms which contribute to
the development of a heat
wave. "It can form when a
warm high pressure system
stalls in a region. The high and
the associated anti cyclonic
flow cause a sinking motion
which leads to increased surface temperatures due to adiabatic compression. The outward anti cyclonic flow makes
it difficult for other systems to
enter the area. Variations in jet
stream, flow of air that steers
movement of high and low
pressure areas which transports hot dry air into a region
were favorable conditions for
development of heat wave," it
said.
In 2018, there were 70

tropical cyclones all over the
world, while the long term
average is 53. Due to impacts
of warmer surface temperatures and more ocean heat
will be greater occurrence of
extreme weather events such as
tropical cyclones, heat waves,
floods and droughts.
The IMD has predicted
the average temperature in
most parts of north India
northeast regions, northwest
India and southern parts of
west coast to remain higher
than normal by 0.5-1.0 degree
Celsius during March, April,
May this year. The rest part of
the country is expected to see
normal temperature during
summer. "The heat wave is
expected to hit 16 States due to
various reasons in 2019.
However, normal heat wave -

Doval is considered to be
the architect of the air strike
on a JeM camp in Balakot in
Pakistan. The strike was carried out by the Indian Air
Force (IAF) in retaliation to
the Pulwama terror incident,
which was one of the worst
attack on security personnel in
Kashmir in the three decades
of Islamist terrorism in the
State.
The Pulwama attack was
a "very sad incident", Doval
said, adding that the country
will always be indebted to the
martyrs and their families.
He asked CRPF to "not
look back" as they have a golden future ahead.
"If your morale is high,
then the country's future is
safe," Doval, a former chief of
Intelligence Bureau, said.
World history is replete
with examples when weak
internal security mechanisms
led to loss of independence,
constitutional crises and collapse of Governments, he said.
Doval said after World
War II, out of the 37 nations
that faced constitutional crisis, 28 suffered it because of
internal security problems.
As the lead internal security force of the country, the
CRPF has an important role
and onerous responsibility in
ensuring peace, and law and
order, he added.

3 !!
  (!  ''
  " !"%
  456 &50'

%!' * % '%5 '6%'%! $)
New Delhi: Former Supreme
Court judge Justice Pinaki
Chandra Ghose was on Tuesday
appointed as the country's first
Lokpal, the anti-corruption
ombudsman, according to an
official communique.
Former Sashastra Seema
Bal (SSB) chief Archana
Ramasundaram,
exMaharashtra Chief Secretary
Dinesh Kumar Jain, Mahender
Singh and Indrajeet Prasad
Gautam have been appointed as
non-judicial members of Lokpal,
it said.
Justices Dilip B Bhosale,
Pradip Kumar Mohanty,
Abhilasha Kumari and Ajay
Kumar Tripathi have been
appointed as judicial members
in the anti-corruption ombudsman, the communique issued by
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like conditions will prevail over
the country's core heat wave
zone. Central and northern
India are generally considered
the core heat wave zones,"
IMD officials said.
The past four years, from
2015 to 2018, were the warmest
ever recorded years. In fact, the
20 warmest years on record
have occurred in the last 22
years. This trend also sits in
perfectly with the emission
rates of greenhouse gases
(GHGs), which were at a record
high in 2018 according to the
World
Meteorological
Organisation (WMO).
As per latest Global climate
risk index 2019 report, the
world lost more than 5 lakh
people to such events in the last
20 years along with an economic
loss of $ 3.47 trillion.

Officials said, in normal
case Holi is celebrated a day
before the actual observance of
the festival and the seniormost
official of the force in all the
formations meet all the personnel under his or her command, wishes them and offers
sweets and snacks.
However, the programme
has been cancelled this year as
a Jaish-e-Mohammad suicide
bomber hit his explosive-laden
car into a bus of the CRPF convoy on February 14 killing 40
men which triggered air raid by
the Indian Air Force in Balakot
at the terror group's facility.
Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh has also decided to skip Holi celebrations as
a mark of respect to the
Pulwama martyrs.
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he
Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
T
Tuesday said it has attached 13

properties worth 1.22 crore
owned by Mohammad Shafi
Shah and six other terrorists
of Hizbul Mujahideen in terror financing case against
Pakistan-based chief of the
outfit Mohammad Syed
Salahuddin.
The ED said the properties belonged to Mohammad
Shafi Shah, a resident of
Bandipora, and six other residents of Jammu & Kashmir,
who allegedly worked for the
terror outfit.
The agency said it filed a
criminal case of money laundering after taking cognisance of a National
Investigating Agency (NIA)
charge sheet filed against
Salahuddin, Shah and others
under the Unlawful Activities
Prevention Action (UAPA)
and other sections of the
Indian Penal Code.
"Hizb-ul-Mujahideen, the
most active terror outfit in
Kashmir, has been responsible
for funding terrorist and
secessionist activities in
Jammu & Kashmir.
"Headed
by
Syed
Salahuddin, its self-styled
commander based out of
Rawalpindi in Pakistan, it
funds terrorism on Indian
soil through monies organised
by a trust called JKART
(Jammu & Kashmir Affectees
Relief Trust) in alleged connivance with the ISI and other
Pakistan-based entities," the
ED said in a statement.
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BSP ‘ditches’ JCC (J), unilaterally Woman ultra gunned
down in Rajnandgaon
names six candidates
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR
he Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP)
on
Tuesday
announced its candidates for
the state’s six parliamentary
constituencies, out of 11, without even consulting its potential ally, the Janta Congress
Chhattisgarh (JCC-J).
The snub came as a major
embarrassment for the JCC-J,
whose supremo Ajit Jogi
expressed surprise over the
development, and said he
would discuss the matter with
the BSP chief Mayawati.
Both the parties jointly
fought the 2018 assembly elections, without making much
impact. The BSP won only two
seats, while the JCC-J bagged
five seats in the 90-member
assembly.

BSP Lok Sabha candidates
are Dauram Ratnakar from
Janjgir Champa, Sube Singh
Dhruve from Kanker, Ayturam
Mandavi from Bastar, Gitanjali
Singh from Durg, Maya Bhagat
from Surguja and Innocent
Kujur from Raigarh.
BSP’s
state
president
Hemant Poyam, however, did
not
see
the
unilateral
announcement of candidates as
an end to the alliance.
Talking to The Pioneer he
said after Holi, a joint meeting
of both the parties would be
convened to sort out seat allocation.
He said possibility of a tieup with the JCC-J did not end
yet as his party has set aside five
seats for its prospective alliance
partner.

The snub came
as a major
embarrassment
for the JCC-J,
whose supremo
Ajit Jogi
expressed
surprise over
the
development,
and said he
would discuss
the matter with
the BSP chief
Mayawati

T

Since last few days, police have
intensified anti-Naxal operations in the
forests that fall on the tri-junction of
Rajnandgaon,
Balaghat
(Madhya
Pradesh) and Gondia (Maharashtra) in
view of Lok Sabha elections

STAFF REPORTER n RAJNANDGAON
woman Maoist was gunned down
on Tuesday in a brief encounter
with security forces in Rajnandgaon
district, police said.
The gunfight took place in the forest of Gatapar police station area bordering Madhya Pradesh, when a joint
team of security forces from MP and
Chhattisgarh was carrying out an antinaxal operation.
After the encounter got over, the

A

body of a woman ultra and an automatic weapon were recovered from the
spot. More details are awaited.
Since last few days, police have
intensified anti-Naxal operations in the
forests that fall on the tri-junction of
Rajnandgaon, Balaghat (Madhya
Pradesh) and Gondia (Maharashtra) in
view of Lok Sabha elections.
Chhattisgarh will vote in three
phases for 11 Lok Sabha seats on April
11, April 18 and April 23.

CM directs security forces Constable kills wife,
not to ignore ‘human rights’ pretends it to be suicide
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

C

hief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel
has
directed
Chhattisgarh police not to
ignore human rights of common people while carrying out
anti-Naxal operations.
The directives came during
the
high-level
Unified
Command meeting that was
chaired by chief minister on
Tuesday.
Notably, on several occasions human rights activists and
social workers have alleged that
Chhattisgarh police blatantly
violated human rights while
carrying out anti-Naxal operations, especially in Bastar
region.
During the meeting, the
CM asked police officials to
come up with a working plan
for development of Naxal affect-

ed regions while considering
the needs and safety of people
living there.
Earlier, director general of
police (naxal operations)
Girdhari Nayak gave a detailed
presentation before the chief
minister about current scenario

of Left-wing extremism in
Chhattisgarh.
Home
Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu, who was also
present in the meeting, asked
the different police and paramilitary forces dealing with
insurgency in the state to sit

‘Pledge to vote’ in all
offices of Raipur on Mar 25
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

places.
Under this series, on March 25 at 11.00
o ensure maximum participation of elecam in all the offices a pledge event will be
tors in the 2019 Lok Sabha elections,
organised.
Raipur district electoral officer has directed to
On the occasion,
constitute
‘voter
all the head of departawareness forum’ in all
ments, officials and
the
government
employees will take
offices.
the pledge to cast their
Raipur
Zila
vote without fail and
Panchayat chief execualso motivate nearby
tive officer and SVEEP
people. It will be held
nodal officer Gaurav
from district to village
RAIPUR: To promote awareness about
Kumar Singh directed
the need to vote, various awareness proto ward level. Singh
that wherever the
grammes
are
being
conducted
in
Raipur
during the meeting
forum has not yet
district.
administered oath to
been constituted, it
the officials present.
As part of such programmes, senior
should be done soon.
superintendent of polcie Arif Shaikh,
They were instructed
Already
under
additional collector Ashutosh Pandey
to organise elector’s
‘Mor
Raipur-Vote
and others pasted stickers that carries
awareness programme
Raipur’ programme,
‘Mor Raipur-Vote Raipur’ slogan on
so that more people
public awareness profront glass of government and private
are motivated to use
grammes were being
vehicles
on
Tuesday.
their franchise.
held at different

T

Officials paste sticker
‘Mor Raipur-Vote
Raipur’ on vehicles

together and come up with an
effective strategy to deal with
Naxals. He also directed them to
enhance coordination between
different forces.
Later, the Baghel instructed
officials to hold the unified
command meetings on a regular
interval.
Director general of police
DM Awasthi presented his suggestions for better coordination,
and use of resources for effectively tackling Naxals.
Chief secretary Sunil Kujur,
joint director, Intelligence
Bureua, DG (Naxal operations),
DG
(Intelligence),
DG
(Planning/management & technical
services),
ADG
(Admin/Chhattisgarh Armed
Forces) and senior officials of
central paramilitary forces took
part in the meeting.

The constable strangulated his wife on
March 16 after the couple had a heated
argument over his going to an election
duty : Police
STAFF REPORTER n JAGDALPUR

A

CoBRA constable killed his
wife after she reportedly tried
to stop him from going to election
duty and later tried to make it look
like a suicide, police said here on
Tuesday.
The constable has been arrested
for the crime.
“Constable Guruveer Singh
who lived with his wife in the headquarters of CRPF’s 201 CoBRA battalion had strangled his wife

report and evidences gathered during investigation punched hole in
Guruveer Singh’s claim and so he
was subjected to thorough interrogation.
During interrogation he confessed to the crime, the CSP mentioned.
He was booked under Section
302 (Murder) and 201 (Causing disappearance of evidence of offence)
of Indian Penal Code (IPC). He has
been sent to jail on judicial remand,
police said.

Anupriya Gautam at his government quarters,” Jagdalpur city
superintendent of police (CSP),
Hemsagar Sidar informed.
The CSP said the constable
strangulated his wife on March 16
after the couple had a heated argument over Guruveer Singh going for
an election duty.
After committing the murder
Singh informed Nagarnar police
that his wife had committed suicide.
However, the post-mortem

Air Marshal M Baladitya’s C’garh connection
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

A

ir Marshal M Baladitya, VSM,
who has been conferred with the
prestigious Presidential award of ‘Ati
Vishisht Seva Medal’ on the Republic
Day, formally received the Medal
from President Ram Nath Kovind at a
glittering ceremony held at
Rashtrapati Bhavan on Tuesday.
It was particularly a proud
moment for Chhattisgarh as Air
Marshal Baladitya did his schooling
and graduation in two of the state’s
premier educational institutes.
Currently he is serving as senior
maintenance staff officer (SMSO) at
HQ
Maintenance
Command,
Nagpur.
Basant Kumar B Pande, group
captain and public relation officer,
defence ministry, informed that
Baladitya did his schooling from
South Eastern Railway English
Medium School at Bilaspur apart
from the Bishop Cotton School,

Air Marshal M Baladitya receiving award from the President of India.

Nagpur. He graduated in 1981
from the CMD College, another
noted educational institution in
Bilaspur.
Air Marshal Baladitya joined the
Indian Air Force in 1982. He is the
first armed forces officer to attain the
three-star rank of Air Marshal from
Chattisgarh. He was commissioned in
1983 in the logistics branch of the
Indian Air Force.
He possesses Master’s Degree in
Defence Studies and is an alumnus of
Defence Services Staff College,
Wellington and National Defence
College, New Delhi, Pandey said.
He has held several command and
staff appointments both at field units
and Air headquarters during his ongoing career.
The Air Marshal is a keen sportsman and represented Services in
Nationals in Squash. He was the Air
Force’s squash champion on five occasions, Pandey added.

felicitates meritorious
Holi revellers to be under police scanner in Raipur BoB
students of Hindi
STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR
oli revellers in the
capital city will be
under the watchful eye of
the city police who will
take stern action against
trouble makers and two
wheelers, carrying two pillion riders.
Additional superintendent of police (City)
Prafull Thakur said that
around 80 police teams
would take rounds of the
city during Holi in order to
avert any untoward incident.
The capital city has
been divided in certain
sectors. Commandants,
ASPs and gazetted officials
would be deployed in

H

order to check the nuisance
during the festival, the official
said.
As per the instructions of
the district administration
masks would be ban and in
order to prevent festive
revellers from being masked,
police are already seizing them
from the shops, he added.
There would be two
patrolling teams under each
police station of the city to
accompany the station house
in-charges during vigil and
bike patrolling would also be
done.
Barricading would be
done at certain check points
and 112 vehicles would be
patrolling the city for
emergency help, the police
officer said.

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR
n a bid to promote Hindi language among young generation, the Bank of Baroda on
Tuesday felicitated with cash
reward two youths of the state
who achieved the first and second position respectively in
University examinations.
At a programme held at Pt
Ravishankar Shukla University
(Pt RSU) auditorium, Dilharan

I

Kumar Patel and Ms Kunjan
Sahu were felicitated.
Vice chancellor of Pt RSU
Dr Keshri Lal Verma was present
on the occasion as chief guest
while head of the Hindi department, Dr Shail Sharma, and
Prashant Sharma deputy regional manager of the BoB also
graced the occasion along with
bank officials, faculties and students of the university.

nation 04

RAIPUR | WEDNESDAY | MARCH 20, 2019

MONIKA MALIK n CHANDIGARH

A

star-studded contest
appears to be on the anvil
in Amritsar with the saffron
party planning to cast either
Sunny Deol, Poonam Dhillon
or Harbhajan Singh in the
forthcoming political blockbuster, releasing on May 19.
The great political thriller
may also star Congress Rajya
Sabha MP Partap Singh Bajwa
as Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
candidate from Gurdaspur.
The names came up for
discussion during the election
panel meeting of the state BJP
on Tuesday to decide on its
candidates for the Lok Sabha
elections held under the leadership of state party affairs’ incharge Capt Abhimanyu.
Punjab BJP president Shwet
Malik, Union Minister Vijay
Sampla, former state unit chiefs
Ashwani Sharma, Kamal
Sharma, Prof Rajinder
Bhandari, among others were
present in the meeting.
The BJP contests on three
seats, out of total 13 in Punjab

BJP LOOKS AT STARS IN PUNJAB
in alliance with the Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) which fields
its candidates on the remaining
10 seats. The BJP contests on
Amritsar, Hoshiarpur, and
Gurdaspur seats.
Presently, BJP has just one
MP in the Lok Sabha, Vijay
Sampla from Hoshiarpur, who
is also the Union Minister of
State for Social Justice and
Empowerment. Sampla, the
former state unit chief who is
the frontrunner for the seat, is
facing challenge from his bête
noire Som Parkash — party
MLA from Phagwara.
The saffron brigade had
won Gurdaspur Lok Sabha seat
in 2014. But after its sitting MP
and former Union Minister
Vinod Khanna’s death, the party
lost the seat to Congress’ Sunil
Jakhar in 2017 by-election.
As the Congress has
reportedly decided to re-nominate Jakhar from Gurdaspur,
another ticket aspirant and

Gurdaspur’s former MP Partap
Singh Bajwa
appeared to have
been
left
aggrieved.
Congress’ former State unit
president, Bajwa was removed
from the post and was replaced
by Capt Amarinder Singh after
the party’s poor performance in
2014 elections with the sitting
Gurdaspur MP himself failing
to secure his own seat.

Sharing close ties with the
party’s national president Rahul
Gandhi, he was later accommodated in the Rajya Sabha.
The State unit president Sunil
Jakhar was selected over him
for Gurdaspur byelection who
succeeded.
Now, he has again staked

claims for the party
ticket from his home
constituency. But the
party, it has been
learnt, has finalised
Jakhar as its candidate.
Bajwa, a fierce critic of
Chief
Minister
Capt
Amarinder, has all along been
openly speaking against the
Congress Government in the
State. And sources in the state
BJP unit maintained that he
was in touch with the party and

ready to give up “hand” and
hold “lotus” in case he was
given Gurdaspur ticket.
“He is not happy in the
Congress and is vocal against
the Government. He could be
a strong candidate against
Jakhar if talks materialise. He
has expressed his willingness
through our leader. But everything is in initial stages. We
have to talk to the high command before taking any decision,” a senior BJP leader told
The Pioneer requesting
anonymity.
Other than Bajwa, names
of Vinod Khanna’s wife Kavita
Khanna, businessman-cumpolitician Swarna Salaria, BJP’s
former state president Ashwani
Sharma, former Minister
Master Mohan Lal, MLA
Dinesh Babbu, Narinder
Parmar and Jagdish Sahani
were discussed.
After suffering a defeat by
more than two lakh votes in

2014 elections, the saffron party
is preparing to field a strong
candidate for Amritsar seat,
which witnessed a top-notch
electoral fight between Capt
Amarinder and BJP stalwart
Arun Jaitley during previous
general elections. BJP had also
lost the seat in 2017 byelection.
A BJP leader said names of
Indian cricketer Harbhajan
Singh, popularly known as
Bhajji, Bollywood superstars Sunny Deol and
Poonam Dhillon were considered for the party ticket
from the holy city.
Besides, the names of
Punjab JP president Shwet
Malik, Rajinder Mohan Singh
Chhina who unsuccessfully
contested 2017 byelection, BJP
national secretar y Tarun
Chugh, and former Minister
Anil Joshi was also in the reckoning.
The names would be “personally” handed over to the

party high command which
would take the final call.
“We have discussed candidates’ names for Lok Sabha
elections. We have prepared a
panel of names for three Lok
Sabha seats and we will send it
to the party high command
and the party’s central parliamentary board will be finalise
the name of the candidates,”
said Malik after the meeting.

Selfies uploaded on app meant
‘BJP woos AP, K’taka at Odisha’s cost’ for poll-related complaints
ECOR BIFURCATION, REO SHIFT

PNS n BHUBANESWAR

S
Students play with colours during ‘Holi’ celebrations, at Guru Nanak Dev University
in Amritsar on Tuesday
PTI

ince the BJP formed
Government in 2014 at the
Centre under leadership of
Narendra Modi, concerted
efforts are on to weaken the
East Coast Railway (ECoR)
zone, alleged PCC president
Niranjan Patnaik.
Odisha’s contribution to
the Indian Railways’ total earning is very large and Odisha
was put under
South Eastern
Railway Zone
for a long
time.
A f t e r
repeated
protests and
efforts of the
Congress
party, Eastern
Coastal Zone
was formed
and in 1996
and an Officer
on Special
duty
was
appointed at
Bhubaneswar.
I n i t i a l l y,
Khorda Road
division was
kept under the
zone. Later in

p Odisha’s contribution to the Indian Railways’ total earning is very
large and Odisha has been put under South Eastern Railway Zone
for a long time. After repeated protests and efforts of the Congress
party, Eastern Coastal Zone was formed in 1996 and an Officer on
Special Duty was appointed at Bhubaneswar. Initially, Khorda Road
division was kept under the zone. Later in 2003, the zone was
inaugurated. Parts of Andhra, Chhattisgarh were under this zone
including Odisha, said Patnaik
p Likewise, the Modi Government has decided to shift the Railway
Electrification Office from Bhubaneswar to Bengaluru. This is
another attempt of Modi to woo Karnataka voters who have already
rejected him in the Assembly poll

2003, the zone was inaugurated. Parts of Andhra,
Chhattisgarh were under this
zone including Odisha, said
Patnaik.
However, now before election, one South Coast Zone has
been formed with headquarter
at Visakhapatnam. Waltair division of East Coast Railway has
been dragged away and kept
under the new zone with
Vijayawada division supervision. This is blatantly antiOdisha decision which has
hurt the sentiments of people
of Odisha. But it is astonishing
that the two political parties
BJD and BJP, which always
shed crocodile tears for Odisha,
are silent on the issue, Patnaik
asserted.
Likewise, the Modi

Government has decided to
shift the Railway Electrification
Office from Bhubaneswar to
Bengaluru. This is another
attempt of Modi to woo
Karnataka voters who have
already rejected him in the
Assembly poll.
The shifting process will
be completed by March 31.
After that 4 railway electrification project work in Odisha
will be under Danapur office.
So the future of these projects
amounting `350 crore is in
dark.
Odias must raise their
voice against such step motherly attitude of Centre and the
deafening silence of BJD on this
and should give a befitting
reply to them in the upcoming
elections, urged Patnaik.

PNS n CHANDIGARH

n Punjab, the craze for selfies is driving people
Icrazy
so much so that even on
an app ,meant for poll related
complaints, they are uploading
selfies and random pictures
of trees, lamps and computer
screens. The Election
Commission had launched the
citizens’ vigil app, also known
as ‘cVIGIL’, to report violation
of the model code of conduct.
Through the application,
people can report any pollrelated violation by sharing
photos or videos.
But in Punjab, about 60 per
cent complaints received
through the app were frivolous,
official said. The office of
Punjab’s chief electoral officer
has so far received 204 complaints through ‘cVIGIL’, out of
which 119 have been found
frivolous, an official said.
“Among 119 complaints,
we have received selfies and
irrelevant photographs of computer screen keyboard, trees,
lamps, blankets etc through the
mobile application from people
from different districts in
Punjab,” he said. However, the
office of Punjab CEO found 85

Cong candidates list has 27 new faces in Odisha
Bhubaneswar: The Opposition
Congress, which was routed in
Odisha in the 2014 Lok Sabha
polls and put up a poor performance in the simultaneous
assembly elections, has fielded
27 new faces so far. The first list
of 42 candidates for Odisha was
released by the AICC on
Monday night - 36 for the
Assembly and six for Lok Sabha

seats. As per the list there are
new candidates for four Lok
Sabha and 23 Assembly seats in
the state.
The four new candidates
for the parliamentary seats are
Pradeep Kumar Devta
(Bargarh), George Tirkey
(Sundergarh), Manoj Kumar
Acharya (Kandhamal) and V
Chandrasekhar
Naidu

(Berhampur). The two others
are Bhakta Charan Das
(Kalahandi) AND Pradip
Majhi (Nabarangpur).
The list, however, does not
contain name of candidates for
nine assembly seats and the
Koraput Lok Sabha seat, polling
for which is scheduled in the
first phase on April 11.
PTI

q The Election Commission had launched the citizens’ vigil app, also
known as ‘cVIGIL’, to report violation of the model code of conduct
q Through the application, people can report
any poll-related violation by sharing photos
or video
q But in Punjab, about 60 per cent
complaints received through the app
were frivolous
q The office of Punjab’s chief
electoral officer has so far
received 204 complaints
through ‘cVIGIL’, out of which
119 have been found frivolous

complaints genuine.
“Most of these complaints
were related to pasting of
posters
and
banners.
Appropriate action was taken
after passing necessary directions to the officials in districts
concerned,” the official said.
One of the complaints was
also related to transportation of
liquor in a vehicle, he said. The
office advised citizens to report
only violation of model code of
conduct. “People should use
this mobile app wisely so as to
highlight only the poll-related
violations,” the official said.
‘cVIGIL’ is being used for

the first time in the Lok Sabha
elections. It was earlier used in
the Assembly elections in
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh.
Once the complaint is
lodged through ‘cVIGIL’, it is to
be addressed within 100 minutes. The app has in-built features to prevent its misuse. It
will receive complaints only
about poll-related violations.
The user gets five minutes
to report an incident after having clicked a picture or a video.
It does not allow uploading of
the pre-recorded or old images
and videos.

Ghaghidih Central Jail

Inmates set to add
colour to Holi

A view of Ghaghidih Central Jail
PARVINDER BHATIA n
JAMSHEDPUR

reaking the past traditions,
the inmates will add colour
B
to Holi at Ghaghidih Central
Jail. The central jail authority is
gearing up for ‘Holika Dahan’,
serving delicious food and also
playing with colour on the
occasion of festival colours. The
idea is to make the 1,850 plus
jail-inmates to feel at home.
Superintendent
of
Ghaghidih Central Jail,
Satyendra Chaudhury, said he
has tried to make the Holi this
year a special event inside the
central prison.
“We want the inmates to
also enjoy their traditional festival. They will soak in the spirit of Holi. We are making the
arrangement of Holi in such a
way that they don’t miss their
homes,” said Chaudhury.
The central jail superintendent informed that the
Holika Dahan, a ritual which is
observed on the eve of Holi,
will be done on Wednesday
evening.
“As per the plans, Holika
Dahan will be done on the
prison premises and it will be
carried out by the officialBut all
the other rituals will be celebrated inside the central
prison,” said the senior prison
officer.
He said for ensuring a

Pioneer photo

memorable Holi, the central jail
administration has brought in
adequate amount of ‘gulal’ of
various colour and also the
colour to be mixed with water
for the revellers of Holi.
“Moreover, all the inmates
will be served with mutton
curry and those who are vegetarian or would not eat nonveg on Thursday will be served
different delicacy and sweets,”
said central jail superintendent.
Chaudhury said musical
and cultural programme will
also be presented during the
Holi celebration for which the
jail administration has provided musical instruments to
the inmates.
Located in the south-eastern fringe of the city,
Ghaghidih Central Jail has
over 1,850 prisoners.
Notably, the Ghaghidih
Central Jail is spread over an
area of 20 acres -set up on as
large an area as Birsa Munda
Central Jail in Hotwar, Ranchi.
Spread over 20 acres
of land, the Ghaghidih Central
Jail has a prisoners’ capacity of
1,447.
There are a total of 11
trained jail guards, including
three female ones. In addition,
there are 65 hired security
guards, including ex-servicemen and Home Guard personnel.
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pposition leader Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari on Tuesday
demand the sacking of three
ministers in the Imran Khanled Pakistan Government who
he said backed “banned outfits”
and their training camps, even
as the ruling PTI accused him
of portraying the country in a
‘negative light’.
Bilawal, Chairman of the
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
has been pressing the government of Prime Minister Khan
to dismiss the Ministers who
backed terror outfits amidst
intense international pressure
on Pakistan to rein in the militant outfits operating in the
country after the Pulwama terror strike.
Bilawal said he had been
declared “anti-state” over his
demand to sack the three ministers, whom he said, were
associated with the banned
outfits. The 30-year-old opposition leader has not yet named
the three ministers.
“The government has
responded to my demand to
sack ministers associated with
banned outfits by declaring
me anti-state, issuing death
threats
&
National
Accountability Bureau (NAB)
notices.
“None of this deters us
from our principle stand; form
joint NSC parliamentary committee & act against banned
outfits,” he tweeted.
“I demand a joint parlia-

mentary committee for implementation of National Action
Plan and removal of all three
federal ministers for their connection with the extremist
organisations. If our demands
are not met we would not support the government over any
move,” said Bilawal.
The three federal ministers
are “hands-in-glove” with the
terrorists. I don’t want to disclose their names, but will do
so if the government fails to
take action against them,” he
said last Thursday.
During the weekend,
Bilawal raised the issue while
addressing the PPP’s Sindh
leaders while chairing
the party’s provincial council
meeting.
He demanded the removal
of three federal ministers for
their alleged connections with
the banned outfits and accused
Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-eInsaf (PTI) of winning general elections in 2018 with the
help of proscribed organisa-

tions.
He warned the government that it will not get any
support from the PPP on any
move if it did not take serious
action against such elements
within its ranks and implement
the National Action Plan
(NAP) with true spirit.
On Tuesday, PTI leaders
hit back at Bilawal after he
again demanded sacking of
the ministers who he claimed
were associated with the
banned outfits.
PTI Senator Faisal Javed,
reacting to the allegations, said
Bilawal was “busy in portraying Pakistan in a negative light”.
“Bilawal should be
ashamed of trying to please
anti-Pakistan elements. He
should tell the nation whose
language he has been speaking,”
he said.
“Pakistan has emerged as a
symbol of peace for the world,”
Javed claimed.
Finance Minister Asad
Umar, when asked by a
reporter what he thought of the
allegations, said that the parties
that supported him during
election campaigns “have
themselves been victims of terrorism as well.”
“There has been a policy of
making excuses for a long time
now... If he [Bilawal] doesn’t
believe in this policy then he
should change it,” the close aide
of Prime Minister Khan was
quoted as saying by Geo News.
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he leafy New Zealand city
where a self-proclaimed
racist fatally shot 50 people at
mosques during Friday prayers
is known for its picturesque
meandering river and English
heritage.
For decades, Christchurch
has also been the center of the
country’s small but persistent
white supremacist movement.
An expert on such fringe
groups says it’s probably more
than coincidence that the
accused mosque shooter, 28year-old Australian Brenton
Tarrant, settled in the region,
known for a whiter demographic than the country’s
north, after frequently travelling abroad in 2016-2018 in
what appears to have been an
extreme-right pilgrimage.
He went mostly to areas of
Europe with a long history of
sectarian dispute, including
clashes between Renaissance
Europe and the Ottoman
Empire and the breakup of
Yugoslavia following its ethnic
and religious conflicts.
The attack has upended
New Zealand’s image as one of
the world’s safest and most tolerant countries. It also has
highlighted apparent failings by
security and intelligence services to view white supremacists as a real threat or to take
seriously warnings from
Muslim groups of a rise in
Islamophobic and xenophobic
incidents in recent years.
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hina’s goth community posted selfies wearing black lipstick and sombre white makeup
in an online protest over a peer
who was forced to remove her
makeup before boarding a subway car.
The social media blitz
prompted an apology from the
transport company in the southern city of Guangzhou.
Goths are a subculture
known for their black clothes and
makeup — with a popular segment known as “Gothic Lolita”

whose members dress in dark
outfits inspired by Victorian
dolls. Writing about the
encounter on her Weibo social
media account, the woman, who
goes by the username EIGA-In
My Heart, said she was stopped
by a female security officer at a
Guangzhou metro station on
March 10 after her makeup was
deemed “too scary”.
“On the basis of what law
am I being stopped and my time
being wasted? “If there is, I will
make a banner for the station of
my own expense stating: thick
makeup and goth outfits are
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utch prosecutors and police
said they were “seriously”
D
investigating a terrorist motive
for the Utrecht tram attack
because of evidence including a
letter found in the main suspect’s
getaway car.
“So far, a terrorist motive is
seriously being taken into
account. This is based on a letter found in the getaway car
among other things and the
nature of the facts,” they said in
a joint statement.
Turkish-born main suspect
Gokmen Tanis, 37, and two
unnamed men from Utrecht

aged 23 and 27 remain in custody. Police found a red Renault
Clio after Monday’s attack which
they said he had used to flee.
The three people who died
in the shooting were a 19-yearold woman from Vianen, which
is near Utrecht, and two men
aged 28 and 49 from Utrecht
itself, the statement said.
“So far our investigation
has established no link between
the main suspect and the victims,” police and prosecutors
added. Dutch and Turkish
media reports had previously
reported that a family dispute
may have been the motive for
the shooting.
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have developed a
novel antimicrobial coating
Sthatcientists
can prevent drug-resistant
bacterial contaminations
aboard the International
Space Station (ISS), and help
protect astronauts in their journey beyond the Moon and
Mars.
Extreme spaceflight conditions can force these bacteria
to toughen up, while simultaneously lowering the immune
defenses of the stressed, isolated crew. These effects and the
risk of infection grow with
mission duration.
“Spaceflight can turn
harmless bacteria into potential
pathogens,” said Elisabeth
Grohmann of Beuth University
of Applied Sciences Berlin in
Germany.
“Just as stress hormones
leave astronauts vulnerable to
infection, the bacteria they

carry become hardier — developing thick protective coatings
and resistance to antibiotics —
and more vigorous, multiplying
and metabolising faster,” said
Grohmann.
To make matters worse, the
genes responsible for these
new traits can be readily shared
among different species of bacteria, via direct contact or in the
‘matrix’ of slime they secrete.
To address this problem,
researchers tested a new
antimicrobial coating, AGXX,
on a contamination-prone surface aboard the ISS: the toilet
door.
“AGXX contains both silver
and ruthenium, conditioned by
a vitamin derivative, and it kills
all kinds of bacteria as well as
certain fungi, yeasts and viruses. The effects are similar to
bleach — except the coating is
self-regenerating so it never
gets used up,” said Grohmann.

prohibited on the metro,” she
wrote, adding that it was not the
first time this has happened to
her.
The community jumped to
her defence on social media,
posting selfies in full make up on
Twitter-like Weibo using the
hashtag,#ASelfieForTheGuangz
houMetro.
In a country where anything
deemed subversive and counterculture can be subject to censorship, the hashtag has quickly gained traction, attracting
thousands of posts and some
nearly 5.8 million views.
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ome 40 people were preventively evacuated from a
Sbuilding
near to European
Union headquarters in Brussels
after a bomb threat was sent to
a company linked to the EU.
Police spokeswoman Ilse
Van de Keere said a “telephone
bomb threat” was made
Tuesday morning to a
consulting office linked to
the EU’s executive Commission
and that it has been taken
seriously.
Part of the street has been
sealed off and sniffer dogs
have been sent to the scene.
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erman Chancellor Angela
Merkel said Tuesday she
would struggle until the last
possible moment to achieve an
orderly Brexit, saying the interests of Germany, Britain and the
EU were at stake.
“I will fight to the last hour
of the deadline on March 29 for
an orderly exit (of Britain from
the European Union),” she told
a conference in Berlin.
“We don’t have a lot of time
for it but still have a few days.”
Merkel admitted she had been
surprised by the bombshell
announcement on Monday by
House of Commons speaker
John Bercow that he could not
put Prime Minister Theresa
May’s Brexit plan to another
vote in its current form.
“I must confess that I was
not familiar with the rules of

order of the British parliament
from the 17th century,” she
said with a wry smile.
And she stressed ahead of
a crunch EU summit in Brussels
Thursday and Friday at which
Brexit is to take centre stage that
the ball remained in London’s
court to plot the way forward.
“I am as of now unable to
say what my position will be on
Thursday because it depends on
what Theresa May presents,
what the situation looks like,
(and) what may still happen in
parliament,” she said.
Merkel stressed that avoiding Britain crashing out of the
EU without an exit deal was in
the fundamental interest of all
sides. “We, together as the other
27 (EU member states), will
react in an adequate manner
and the less people play guessing games, the easier it will be,”
she said.
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KLUXEKDL $PEDQL EXLOW RQH RI ,QGLD·V
ODUJHVWSULYDWHVHFWRUHQWHUSULVHVGHVSLWH
FRPLQJIURPDQH[WUHPHO\KXPEOHEDFN
JURXQG+HEHTXHDWKHGKLVVRQV0XNHVKDQG
$QLODQHPSLUHWKDWVSDQQHGWH[WLOHVWRSHWUR
FKHPLFDOV7KRVHZKRNQHZWKHEURWKHUVVDLG
WKDW0XNHVKDOZD\VZDQWHGWRH[SDQGLQWRFRQ
VXPHUIDFLQJEXVLQHVVHVEXWZDVPHGLDVK\
DQGDQDOPRVWUHWLFHQWLQGLYLGXDOWKRXJKFRQ
VLGHUHG D VKUHZG EXVLQHVVPDQ ,W ZDV WKH
PRUHPHGLDVDYY\$QLO$PEDQLZKRZDVWKH
IDFHRI5HOLDQFH,QGXVWULHV/LPLWHG+HZDV
WKHJODPRURXVEURWKHUZKRIHDWXUHGRQEXVLQHVVPDJD]LQHFRYHUVDQGKDGH[WHQ
VLYHWLHVZLWKWKHZRUOGRI%ROO\ZRRGDQGLQWKHFRUULGRUVRISRZHULQ1HZ'HOKL
2QWKHIDFHRILWERWKEURWKHUVKDGWKHLURZQDUHDVRIH[SHUWLVHDQGFRPSOH
PHQWHGHDFKRWKHU%XWWKDWGLGQRWKLGHWKHIDFWWKDWWKHUHZDVDVLPPHULQJVLE
OLQJULYDOU\EHWZHHQWKHWZRDQGLWZDVDERXWWRIODUHXSLQWKHSDJHVRI,QGLD·V
EXVLQHVVPHGLD*LYHQWKHPDVVLYHVL]HRI5HOLDQFH·VRSHUDWLRQVDQGJOREDOOLQN
DJHVWKHVSDWEHWZHHQWKHEURWKHUVLQPDGHKHDGOLQHV7KHLUPRWKHU.RNLODEHQ
EURNHUHGDWUXFHDQGSUHVLGHGRYHUDVSOLW0XNHVKNHSWWKHFURZQMHZHORIWKH
EXVLQHVVWKHSHWURFKHPLFDOVSDUWEXWKDGWRFHGHFRQWURORIWKHWHOHFRPPX
QLFDWLRQVDUPWKDWKHKDGSDLQVWDNLQJO\EXLOWRYHUWKHSUHYLRXVKDOIGHFDGH
(YHQDIWHUWKHVSOLWSUREOHPVRYHUWKHSULFHRIJDVH[WUDFWHGIURPWKH.ULVKQD
*RGDYDULEDVLQWKDW0XNHVKZDVWRVXSSO\WR$QLO·VILUPVEHFDPHDPDMRUOHJDO
EDWWOH$KXJHSHUFHSWLRQEDWWOHRQWKHVDPHFDVHZDVDOVRIRXJKWLQWKHSDJHV
RIWKHPHGLD,QGHHGWKLVZDVWKH´RWKHUµXQGHUO\LQJLVVXHLQWKHLQIDPRXVSKRQH
LQWHUFHSWVRISXEOLFUHODWLRQVPDYHQ1LUD5DGLD$QLOVHHPHGWREHGHWHUPLQHG
WRSURYHWRWKHZRUOGWKDWKHFRXOGEHDVJRRGDEXVLQHVVPDQDVKLVEURWKHU
DQGDJJUHVVLYHO\EXLOWXSKLVWHOHFRPPXQLFDWLRQVHPSLUHEX\LQJXSJOREDOGDWD
DVVHWVDQGODXQFKLQJDSULFHZDUDJDLQVWLQFXPEHQWVOLNH%KDUWL$LUWHODQG9RGDIRQH
:KLOHWKH*VFDPGLGQRWLPSDFW5HOLDQFH&RPPXQLFDWLRQVGLUHFWO\LWGLGGDP
DJHLWZKLOHLWVDPELWLRXVRYHUH[SDQVLRQOHGWRXQSDLGELOOVWRYHQGRUV7KLVLV
ZKDWZDVWREULQJ$QLO$PEDQLFUDVKLQJWRWKHJURXQGHYHQWXDOO\ZLWKGXHVWR
6ZHGHQ·V(ULFVVRQDQGDSHUVRQDOJXDUDQWHHFRPLQJKRPHWRURRVW
'LGKHQHHGWRJREDFNDQGDVNKLVEURWKHUIRUDGHVSHUDWHKDQGRXW"$IWHU
DOOWKHVXPRIPRQH\GLGQRWVHHPWKDWODUJHIRUDSHUVRQOLNH$QLO$PEDQLHVSH
FLDOO\ZLWKKLVQDPHEHLQJEURXJKWXSDVDEHQHILFLDU\RIDVXSSRVHGGHIHQFH
VFDPE\&RQJUHVVSUHVLGHQW5DKXO*DQGKL+RZHYHULWDSSHDUVWKDWWKLQJVZHUH
EOHDNHUIRUWKH\RXQJHUEURWKHUWKDQSUHYLRXVO\WKRXJKWDQG0XNHVKFDPHWR
WKHUHVFXHDORVWERQKRPLHEHWZHHQWKHEURWKHUVEHLQJUHVWRUHGGXULQJWKHZHG
GLQJVRIWKHODWWHU·VFKLOGUHQ3RVVLEO\WKHVKDPHRIDQ$PEDQLSRWHQWLDOO\JRLQJ
WRSULVRQIRUXQSDLGGXHVRUZRUVHWKHVKDPHRIQRWKHOSLQJKLVEURWKHUZKHQ
KHFRXOGKDYHPRWLYDWHG0XNHVK:KDWHYHUWKHUHDVRQVRPHEHOLHYHWKDWWKLV
EDLORXWPDUNVWKHHQGRIWKHVSOLWDQG$QLO·VSDUWRI5HOLDQFH,QGXVWULHVZLOOEH
PHUJHGEDFNLQWRWKHPRWKHUFRPSDQ\FORVLQJRQHRIFRUSRUDWH,QGLD·VPHVVL
HVWFKDSWHUV%XWWKDWUHPDLQVWREHVHHQ
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KDWLVHOHFWLRQVHDVRQZLWKRXWDZDU
RIZRUGVE\ULYDOSDUWLHV"2USRSXS
VORJDQVWKDWVHHWKHFRXQWU\·VWRS
VSLQGRFWRUVDQGDGJXUXVDWSOD\SUHSDULQJ
WKHPVHOYHVIRUDFDPSDLJQWRFDWFKWKHIDQF\
RIWKHYRWHUZHDU\ZLWKFLUFXPVWDQFH"%XW
LVGLIIHUHQWZLWKVRFLDOPHGLDEHFRP
LQJDGRPLQDQWSODQNDQGHDFKSROLWLFDOOHDGHU
UK\PLQJKLVRZQVHOOSRLQWVSXWWLQJKLPVHOI
RXWWKHUHZLWKRXWPLQFLQJZRUGVDQGFOLPE
LQJ WKH WUHQG PHWHU 0XVW VD\ WKDW LQ WKLV
UHVSHFWWKH&RQJUHVVSDUWLFXODUO\LWVSUHVL
GHQW5DKXO*DQGKLKDVZRUNHGXSDIHZSXQFKOLQHVDQGFRXQWHUVWKDWKDYHEHHQ
PRUHVXFFHVVIXOLQVWLWFKLQJXSDWKHPHWKDQLWVQDUUDWLYHRIDOOLDQFHVLQVWDWHV
FRQVLGHULQJWKH%-3·VDFKFKHGLQ DQGVDENDVDDWKFXUUHQWO\OLHLQWDWWHUV$QG
WKRXJKWKH5DIDOHGHDOKDVQRWTXLWHZDVKHGZLWKWKHPDVVHVRUFODVVHV5DKXO·V
VORJDQDURXQGLWLPSOLFDWLQJ3ULPH0LQLVWHU1DUHQGUD0RGLIRUIDYRXULQJFURQ\
FDSLWDOLVWVLQWKHMHWGHDODQGRWKHUVFDPV³FKRZNLGDUFKRUKDL ZDWFKPDQLV
WKHUHDOWKLHI ³KDVJUDEEHGH\HEDOOV%XWZKDW5DKXOKDGQRWEDUJDLQHGIRU
ZDVWKDWKHKDGXQZLWWLQJO\JLIWHG%-3DFRS\ZULWHU·VJHPDWDWLPHZKHQWKH
ODWWHUZDVVWUXJJOLQJWRJHWDWRSRIWKHPLQGUHFDOO6RLWKDVWXUQHGWKHVORJDQ
RQLWVKHDGVFUHDPLQJ0DLQ%KL&KRZNLGDU DQGHPSKDVLVLQJZK\YLJLODQWHV
DUHQHHGHGWRVDYHWKHFRXQWU\IURPG\QDVWLFHQWLWOHPHQWVDQGLQVWLWXWLRQDOFRU
UXSWLRQ:KLOH0RGLKLPVHOIKDVXVHGWKHMLEHWRMXVWLI\KLVJDWHNHHSLQJGXWLHV
IRUWKHQDWLRQDVDSUDGKDQVHYDNKHKDVDOVRWDNHQRQWKHUDWKHUSDWURQLVLQJ
QDWXUHRIWKHWHUPLQRORJ\OLNHWKHFKDLZDOD FRPPHQWE\&RQJUHVVPHQEHIRUH
WRVXLWDEO\IRFXVRQKLVRULJLQVWKDWWKHSULYLOHJHGDQGWKHFODVVLVWVKDWHWRGLJ
QLI\,QWKLVDVVHUWLRQKHKDVPDGHHYHU\ERG\DVWDNHKROGHUIURPKLVPLQLVWH
ULDODQGSDUW\FROOHDJXHVWRWKHFRPPRQPDQ$XWRPDWHGUHSOLHVLQWKHIRUPRI
´GDUNWZHHWVµZHUHVHQWWRRYHURQHODNK7ZLWWHUXVHUVIURP0RGL·VSHUVRQDOKDQ
GOHRQ6DWXUGD\WKHKDVKWDJGUDZLQJDUHFRUGQLQHODNKWZHHWV2IFRXUVHVHQLRU
&RQJUHVVPDQ3&KLGDPEDUDPWULHGWRUHVFXHWKHGDPDJHVD\LQJ´0DLQEKL
FKRZNLGDUEHFDXVHWKH FKRZNLGDU,KDGDSSRLQWHGLVPLVVLQJµ$QGFKLHIVSRNHVSHU
VRQ5DQGHHS6XUMHZDODOLVWHGKXJHWKHIWVRIWKHFKRZNLGDUFKRUFODLPLQJWKDW
MREVIDUPHUV·ULJKWVZRPHQ·VZHOIDUHDQGEXVLQHVVLQFHQWLYHVZHUHVWROHQIURP
WKHQDWLRQ2IFRXUVHWKHVWURQJHVWUHWRUWFDPHIURP&RQJUHVVJHQHUDOVHFUH
WDU\3UL\DQND*DQGKL9DGUDKHUVHOIGLVPLVVLQJWKH%-3·VEXR\DQF\ZLWKDSLQ
SULFNRIKHURZQZLW³´&KRZNLGDUVDUHIRUWKHULFKµ%XWWKHIDFWLVWKH%-3
UDQDZD\ZLWKWKHDFFXVDWLRQDVLWVDUPRXUFRQYHUWLQJDOLDELOLW\LQWRDQDVVHW
7KHTXHVWLRQLVZKHWKHUWKLVUHDFWLYHDSSURDFKRQUKHWRULFDFWXDOO\ZRUNV
IRUWKH%-3RUSXWVLWLQDVWUDLWMDFNHWRIVLPSOHDQWL&RQJUHVVLVP*RLQJE\SDVW
H[SHULHQFHVSDUWLFXODUO\WKH´VXLWERRWNLVDUNDUµWDXQWRIWKH&RQJUHVVWKH%-3
GLGUHRULHQWLWVVWUDWHJLHVDQGVFKHPHVWRDSSHDUZHOIDULVWWKDQFDSLWDOLVW7RWKH
H[WHQWLWVORZHGGRZQWKHSDFHRIVRPHHFRQRPLFUHIRUPVLQWKHSURFHVV6R
RQHZRQGHUVLIWKH&RQJUHVVSURSDJDQGDPDFKLQHKDVDFWXDOO\UHVWULFWHGWKH
%-3WRDVSHFLILFDQGSUHGLFWDEOHWURSHRUQRW2IFRXUVHWKH%-3LVQRWLRQDOO\
EHWWHUSODFHGIROORZLQJWKH%DODNRWDLUVWULNHVDQGOLQLQJXSDOOLHVRQWKHJURXQG
ZLWKPXFKSUDJPDWLVPDQGDGHJUHHRIKXPLOLW\EXWLWLVFHUWDLQO\QRWWDNLQJD
FKDQFHHYHQZLWKWKHFKRZNLGDUPHPHVDQGGRHVQ·WZDQWWRORVHDQ\GHEDWH
3DUWLFXODUO\ZKHQWKH&RQJUHVVLVDOVRSUH\LQJRQLWV+LQGXWYDEDVHWKHSDUW\
VFLRQVYLVLWLQJWHPSOHVRIIHULQJSXMDDWVKULQHVDQG3UL\DQNDEHLQJFKULVWHQHG
DV*DQJDNL%HWLDVVKHFKRRVHVPRUHSOHEHLDQZD\VRILQWHUDFWLRQOLNHERDW
ULGHVDQGVWUHHWFKDWV1RPDWWHUKRZGHHS\RXUHDULVWRWKHJURXQGLQWKHQHZ
DJHRSWLFVPDNHIRUQHZJODGLDWRULDOVWDNHV&RPH0D\ZHZLOONQRZZKRFDQ
FRQYLQFHXVDERXWEHLQJWKHEHWWHUYLJLODQWHRIVRFLHW\RUWKHDYHQJHURIZURQJV
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he inconclusive vote in the
British Parliament on Brexit
has brought to the surface serious issues that affect not only
the members of the European
Union (EU) but hold major implications
for the rest of the world. The EU has membership of countries, which were at loggerheads and often at war in the past, but have
now come together in a remarkable union
which, perhaps, arouses jealousy among
some others and upsets the global balance
of power among other heavyweights. For
instance, the US President has derided the
EU and its relevance to global developments. It was not long ago that former US
President George W Bush talked about a
new Europe and an old Europe as though
he wished to create divisions between the
two groups. However, what the British
have done with Brexit in some sense represents a retreat from their own welfare
and mutual benefits that accrued within
the EU. Yet, it must be understood that
such decisions are often based on emotion
and cultural values.
For those in South Asia, who dismay at
the collapse of any cooperation between
Saarc nations, the EU still evokes considerable admiration. Today’s EU started with the
formation of a European coal and steel community with only six countries. This was
then followed by what was designated as the
European Economic Community, but now
the EU, including Britain, covers 28 different nations in Europe. What has been particularly significant is the fact that several
countries of Europe, which were not as prosperous as some of the more dynamic
economies such as West Germany, Britain
and even Italy, have prospered substantially not only due to open trade policies within the EU but also because of the collective
economic support provided to economies
less prosperous than theirs in terms of
grants, capacity building for human capital
and investments in infrastructure.
The result is that today, many countries,
which 30 years ago were lagging behind,
appear to have progressed significantly,
including Portugal, Spain and those members that are now in the Balkans.
Significantly, therefore, Western Balkan
countries now clearly aspire to becoming
members of the EU. However, they would
have to attain a certain set of conditions and
standards before they qualify and before they
get accepted into the Union. Some would
require the firm establishment of democracy in these countries, an established rule of
law and, therefore, institutions such as a
robust judiciary. Also necessary would be
a much greater growth in GDP because if
there are major disparities in the economies
of these countries and existing EU nations,
there would obviously be serious problems
on their being inducted.
It is likely that over time, the EU is likely to grow unless we have more departures

like the UK, which, too, cannot
be taken as a foregone conclusion just yet. The important
issue to keep in mind is the need
for a successful Union which
may apply to other regions of
the world as well.
One major issue seldom
discussed is the power of the
EU and its collective efforts to
deal with global issues beyond
those of economic growth,
such as climate change. There
is now no doubt in the minds
of sane and rational individuals that the developed world
has for long been pursuing an
unsustainable path, with consumption and production systems, which unfortunately are
being emulated universally.
It, therefore, makes much
greater sense for a large group
of countries that is bringing
about a transformation towards
sustainable practices and forms
of consumption and production through common policies
than for individual nations, to
do so in isolation. Despite several problems, the EU has
shown the will not only to meet
the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) but to also bring
about implementation of the
Paris agreement on climate
change.
To that extent, it is somewhat incongruous that the UK,
which has had a strong policy
on climate change, may actually fall out of step with the rest
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of the EU, and this in future
could have implications for
the exportability of products
from the UK since the technologies and systems that they
develop will, no doubt, drop
behind what the rest of the EU
is able to establish, given the
strong commitment that exists
at least on the part of the countries like France, Germany,
Belgium and the Netherlands
towards much more pro-active
and ambitious plans.
It was in 2008 that Britain
enacted its Climate Change
Act, which has some remarkable and forward-looking
objectives, such as an 80 per
cent reduction in greenhouse
gas emissions (GHGs) by 2050
over 1990 levels. In that sense,
the UK has been ahead of the
curve in making sure that
there is not only bipartisan and
secular support for this legislation but has also inspired
other nations to do likewise.
However, given the fact
that the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) has brought out a special report on 1.5oC as being
the target that might be set for
the temperature increase by the
end of this century, the EU is
likely to make its targets much
stiffer as compared to the
Climate Change Act of the UK.
If this were to happen, then
there is the possibility that the
members of the EU, in case the

UK is able to implement Brexit,
would come up with technologies and products which
would be far more ambitious
and far more in keeping with
the 1.5oC goal than Britain is
able to achieve through its
own legislation.
If that were to happen,
there would, no doubt, be
restrictions in trade between
the UK and the EU in vital sectors of the economy and more
significantly, there would also
be an impact in terms of global emissions of GHGs because
the UK collectively with other
members of the EU would
certainly have a much more
profound impact on the global situation than if the UK were
to follow its own approach,
even though it has an ambitious Climate Change Act
which has been in existence
over 10 years now.
It is obvious that if the UK
were to remain within the EU
it would not only be able to
match trading opportunities
within the Union but also
expand its markets beyond.
Hence, there are important
long-term considerations
which, perhaps, the Brexiteers
need to evaluate and climate
change, which impacts all of
Europe, is certainly an issue to
consider.
(The writer is former chairman, Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change, 2002-15)
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Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Terror has no religion” (March
16). The unhinged White
supremacist crowd would be
proud of Brenton Harrison
Tarrant, the alleged Christchurch
shooter, while the rest of humanity feels devastated by the spread
of a destructive ideology spewing
hate and violence against people
of colour and religions. In this carnage, what also stood out was the
sheer humaneness of New
Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda
Arden.
She rightly denounced the act
of mass terror shooting at two
mosques as one of New Zealand’s
darkest days. The gruesome act
only confirms the danger posed
by fanatic ideology and extremism worldwide, irrespective of any
region or religion. Worst, by
using a helmet camera, the killer
posted a racist manifesto online
and streamed “live: video of the
indiscriminate shooting on
Facebook. The terrible attack
indicates the rising tide of violent
Islamophobia. The world must
take note of this as well.
Padmini Raghavendra
Secunderabad

  & 
   
     
    %
 - 8%!  -.%?
-F8>-*#
 

:  * #"
  ( 
 ) 
# %:  
) # 
%6   %
#%?# #  -.%
- 2 

+,+6-+,"

2YTTY^WQTYUed_Q\UQTUb`QbUhSU\\U^SU
    !>& ?,
.% , , 
   '            
*  #  % 
 PP\PPS\X ]TcP!' ''"   
, (     %
'    !!
 (eXRTeTabP%(     
     #    
 !   *   
 "  , %
(   ( , !
     *9bWPZWP !
  ''(#     
 # %-&, !   
   ## #*
  !    #   
    %
      # "



7_QY^TYcQbbQi
Sir — This refers to the editorial, “Death of an icon” (March 19).
In Manohar Parrikar’s untimely
death, the national polity has lost
an able leader. Parrikar has left
behind a fragile Government in
Goa, which survived this long
solely because he acted as the glue
that held the coalition together.
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The Congress is the single largest
party in Goa but the BJP braved
questions of ethics and managed
to form a Government with
other parties. Parrikar’s indispensability was showcased when
the BJP persuaded him to continue in office after he was diagnosed with a pancreatic condition and had to move between
hospitals in multiple cities.
The unforgiving, if not mer-

ciless, nature of power politics
was also on display with the
Congress openly asserting its
right to form the Government in
Goa as Parrikar battled illness,
even on the day before he
breathed his last. Parrikar’s death
leaves Goa in political uncertainty that it needs to emerge from
at the earliest.
KS Jayatheertha
Bengaluru

1cdedU`_\YdYSYQ^
Sir — This refers to the editorial, “Death of an icon” (March
19). In the sad demise of
Manohar Parrikar, the Chief
Minister of Goa and former
Defence Minister, India has lost
one of the most compassionate,
highly educated and tallest leaders of the country.
Despite his connect with
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), Parrikar belonged
to a rare bunch of political leaders who rose above caste, religious identities to treat all, particularly those who belonged to
the minority community, with
due respect and equanimity. He
was, therefore, widely acclaimed
as the people’s Chief Minister.
Besides, Parrikar was also a
very humble and down to earth
person. He always bore an inviting smile on his face, which
most of his colleagues fail to possess. In his demise, the nation
has lost a true nationalist par
excellence.
Tharcius S Fernando
Chennai
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QWKHODVWWZRVHULHVRIWKLVFROXPQZHXQGHUVWRRGKRZIXQGD
PHQWDODQDO\VLVERWKTXDQWLWDWLYHDQGTXDOLWDWLYHKHOSVLQYHVWRUV
SLFNVWRFNVIRUORQJWHUPLQYHVWPHQW)XQGDPHQWDODQDO\VLVW\S
LFDOO\DQVZHUVWKHTXHVWLRQ:KDWWREX\2QWKHRWKHUKDQGWHFK
QLFDODQDO\VLVSURYLGHVDQDQVZHUWRWKHTXHVWLRQ:KHQWREX\
7HFKQLFDODQDO\VWVRUWHFKQLFLDQVDQDO\VHPDUNHWDFWLYLW\SULFHV
YROXPHDQGRWKHUVWDWLVWLFVDQGWKHQVHOHFWVWRFNVRQWKHEDVLVRI
JDWKHUHGGDWD7KRVHZKRIROORZWKLVPHWKRGORRNDWGLIIHUHQWLQGL
FDWRUVDQGPDNHLQIHUHQFHVDERXWIXWXUHVWRFNSULFHV
7HFKQLFDODQDO\VLVRUFKDUWDQDO\VLVLVWKHVWXG\RIPDUNHWDFWLRQ
XVLQJSULFHFKDUWVWRIRUHFDVWIXWXUHSULFHGLUHFWLRQ7KHFRUQHU
VWRQHRIWHFKQLFDOSKLORVRSK\LVWKHEHOLHIWKDWDOOIDFWRUVWKDWLQIOX
HQFHPDUNHWSULFH³IXQGDPHQWDOLQIRUPDWLRQSROLWLFDOHYHQWVQDW
XUDOGLVDVWHUVDQGSV\FKRORJLFDOIDFWRUV³DUHTXLFNO\GLVFRXQW
HGLQPDUNHWDFWLYLW\,QRWKHUZRUGVWKHLPSDFWRIWKHVHH[WHUQDO
IDFWRUVZLOOTXLFNO\VKRZXSLQVRPHIRUPRISULFHPRYHPHQWHLWKHU
XSRUGRZQ+HUHDUHVRPHWRROVWKDWDUHXVHGE\WHFKQLFDODQD
O\VWVWRSUHGLFWVWRFNSULFHPRYHPHQWV
6LPSOH0RYLQJ$YHUDJH 60$ 0RYLQJDYHUDJHVDUHRQHRI
WKHPDLQLQGLFDWRUVLQWHFKQLFDODQDO\VLVDQGLVDYDLODEOHIRUGLIIHU
HQWWLPHSHULRGVLHGD\VGD\VDQGGD\V+HUHWKHGDLO\
DYHUDJHLVWDNHQIRUDJLYHQQXPEHURIGD\V7KLVWRROLVXVHGE\
DQDO\VWVWRPDNHEX\LQJRUVHOOLQJGHFLVLRQV,WLVFRPPRQO\XVHG
WRVPRRWKSULFHGDWDDQGWHFKQLFDOLQGLFDWRUV7KHORQJHUWKHSHUL
RGRIWKHPRYLQJDYHUDJHWKHEHWWHUWKHUHVXOWVEXWPRUHODJLV
LQWURGXFHGEHWZHHQ60$DQGWKHVRXUFH3ULFHFURVVLQJ60$LV
RIWHQXVHGWRDFWLYDWHWUDGLQJVLJQDOV:KHQSULFHVFURVVDERYHWKH
60$DQDQDO\VWPD\ZDQWWRJRORQJRUFRYHUVKRUWDQGZKHQ
WKH\FURVVEHORZWKHPRYLQJDYHUDJHKHVKHPD\ZDQWWRJRVKRUW
RUH[LWORQJ60$VDUHRIWHQXVHGWRJHWWUHQGGLUHFWLRQ,IWKH60$
LVPRYLQJXSWKHWUHQGLVXS,ILWLVPRYLQJGRZQWKHWUHQGLVGRZQ
0RYLQJ$YHUDJH&RQYHUJHQFH'LYHUJHQFH 0$&' 7KLVWRRO
LVXVHGWRVSRWPRYLQJDYHUDJHVWKDWVKRZDQHZWUHQGZKHWKHU
LWLVEXOOLVKRUEHDULVK7KRXJKWKLVPHGLXPLVVRPHZKDWWKHVDPH
DV60$LWLVGLIIHUHQWLQWHUPVRIFDOFXODWLRQV,WLVQRWXVHGWRILQG
RYHUERXJKWRURYHUVROGFRQGLWLRQV0$&'LVSORWWHGRQDFKDUWZLWK
]HURDVWKHHTXLOLEULXP7KHDPRXQWRIGLYHUJHQFHEHWZHHQWKHPDLQ
OLQHDQGWKHWULJJHUOLQHLVDOVRSORWWHGRQWKLVFKDUW'XULQJDSHUL
RGZKHQWKHUHLVDVWURQJWUHQGWKHWZR0$&'OLQHVZLOOGLYHUJH
'XULQJVLGHZD\VFRQVROLGDWLRQWKH\ZLOOFRPHFORVHUDQGLVFDOOHG
FRQYHUJHQFH7KLVPLJKWRIWHQOHDGWRFULVVFURVVLQJRQHDQRWKHU
IHZWLPHV0$&'FURVVLQJDERYH]HURLVFRQVLGHUHGEXOOLVKZKLOH
EHORZ]HURLVWHUPHGEHDULVK6HFRQGZKHQ0$&'WXUQVXSIURP
EHORZ]HURLWLVFRQVLGHUHGEXOOLVK:KHQLWWXUQVGRZQIURPDERYH
]HURLWLVFRQVLGHUHGEHDULVK
5HODWLYH6WUHQJWK,QGH[ 56, 7KHUHODWLYHVWUHQJWKLQGH[LV
DPRPHQWXPLQGLFDWRUWKDWPHDVXUHVWKHPDJQLWXGHRIODWHVWSULFH
FKDQJHVWRDVVHVVRYHUSXUFKDVHGRURYHUVROGFRQGLWLRQVLQWKH
SULFHRIDVKDUHRURWKHUDVVHW7KHLQGH[UDQJHVIURP]HURWR
DQGLVFRQVLGHUHGRYHUSXUFKDVHGZKHQDERYHDQGRYHUVROG
ZKHQEHORZ7KHVHWUDGLWLRQDOOHYHOVFDQDOVREHDGMXVWHGLIQHHG
HGWREHWWHUILWVHFXULW\7KLVLQGH[DOVRRIWHQIRUPVFKDUWSDWWHUQV
WKDWPD\QRWVKRZRQWKHXQGHUO\LQJSULFHFKDUWVXFKDVGRXEOH
WRSVDQGERWWRPVDQGWUHQGOLQHV,QDGGLWLRQZKLOHORRNLQJDWWKH
FKDUWRQHVKRXOGORRNIRUVXSSRUWRUUHVLVWDQFHRQWKH56,7KH
GLYHUJHQFHEHWZHHQWKH56,DQGSULFHLVRIWHQDKHOSIXOUHYHUVDO
LQGLFDWRU7KH56,QHHGVDFHUWDLQDPRXQWRIOHDGXSWLPHLQRUGHU
WRRSHUDWHVXFFHVVIXOO\,WKHOSVLQGHWHFWLQJPRYHPHQWVZKLFKPLJKW
QRWEHDVUHDGLO\QRWLFHDEOHRQWKHEDUFKDUW7KHPRVWFRPPRQ
O\XVHGLVWKHGD\56,EXWRWKHUGXUDWLRQ56,VFDQDOVREHXVHG
$OVRLWVKRZVZKHQLWZDVODVWLQWKHRYHUERXJKWRURYHUVROGUHJLRQ
DQGWKHPRYHPHQWFDQEHXVHGDORQJZLWKRWKHULQGLFDWRUVOLNH
%ROOLQJHU%DQGVDQG&DQGOH6WLFNWRGHWHUPLQHSULFHPRYHPHQWV
7HFKQLFDODQDO\VLVKRZHYHULVQRWDORQJWHUPVWUDWHJ\ZKHUH
DFWLRQVDUHWDNHQIUHTXHQWO\E\PRQLWRULQJWKHXSVDQGGRZQVRI
WKHVWRFNPDUNHWFRQVWDQWO\DQGVSHHGLVLPSRUWDQWWRWHFKQLFDODQD
O\VWV6XSSRUWDQGUHVLVWDQFHDUHFRPPRQFRQFHSWVLQWKHZRUOG
RIWHFKQLFDODQDO\VLV7UDGHUVXVXDOO\EX\DQGVHOOVWRFNVDWWKHVH
OHYHOVEHFDXVHWKH\LQGLFDWHKRZZHOODVWRFNPLJKW RUPLJKWQRW
SHUIRUP6XSSRUWDQGUHVLVWDQFHDUHFHUWDLQSUHGHWHUPLQHGOHY
HOVRIWKHSULFHRIDVHFXULW\DWZKLFKLWLVWKRXJKWWKDWWKHSULFHZLOO
WHQGWRVWRSDQGUHYHUVH7KHVHOHYHOVDUHGHQRWHGE\PXOWLSOHWRXFK
HVRISULFHZLWKRXWDEUHDNWKURXJKRIWKHOHYHO
-XVWOLNHDQ\RWKHUVWRFNSLFNLQJVWUDWHJ\WKHWHFKQLFDODQDO\
VLVUHOLHVRQGLIIHUHQWWHFKQLTXHVFRPSDUHGWRIXQGDPHQWDODQDO\
VLV%XWUHJDUGOHVVRIWKHVW\OHXVHGPDVWHULQJWHFKQLFDODQDO\VLV
WDNHVWLPHH[SHULHQFHDQGSUDFWLFDOXQGHUVWDQGLQJ
7KHZULWHULV$VVLVWDQW3URIHVVRU$PLW\8QLYHUVLW\
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oa Chief Minister Manohar
Parrikar died on March 17 after
battling pancreatic cancer for more
than two years. A pall of gloom
descended over the country as
soon as President Ram Nath Kovind tweeted
about his sad demise. The entire nation is
mourning his untimely death at a comparatively young age of 63, leading to an outpouring
of condolences from people from all walks of
life and even his political opponents. For he
represented what politics needs most today, an
honest sense of mission.
In an era when all and sundry join politics
after failing in many ventures, Parrikar,
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) pracharak
and a brilliant IITian, was pushed into politics
in 1988 when he was asked to join the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). Ever since he joined politics, he followed his conviction of becoming a
true servant of the people by practising what
he believed. He was a staunch nationalist and
a true patriot with a secular mind, groomed in
pure Indian culture of respecting the feelings
of all religions, caste and creed without any trace
of bias and hatred against anyone.
Parrikar’s simplicity, humble nature, honesty, straightforwardness and good ethics of governance, including his no-nonsense attitude in
administering what he believed, is necessary for
the larger good of people and was writ large on
his smiling face all the time. People will never
forget the Chief Minister and the workaholic
presenting the budget in the Goa Assembly on
January 30 this year with a nasal tube on, a cap
and assisted by his staff. During his political
sojourn, he exuded hope and unbound energy
in his personal gaiety which made him
immensely popular all over the country.
He outgrew his tiny State of Goa and
became a colossus in Indian politics. He served
Goa with full dedication and made it a very
well-administered State by setting personal
examples like riding pillion on scooters,
standing in queue at the airports, shops and
collecting his own baggage from the airport
belt and elsewhere. These were some of the
high marks of his belief in disdainfully trashing the thriving VIP culture in our country. He
fought his pancreatic cancer, which was
detected in an advanced stage, with courage
and fortitude not seen in ordinary mortals, and
till his last breath was fully engaged in running
the state administration.
Parrikar was the saving grace of Indian
polity in which many politicians have scant
regard for probity and genuine welfare of people and the country. His death has created a
big void which will be difficult to fill. Erudite
and brilliant politicians like Manohar Parrikar
with exceptional charisma are born once in a
century. They are the saving grace for their
class as people’s hopes and aspirations hinge
on them rather than on lesser mortals in their
fraternity.
This writer had a personal encounter with
his simplicity and ethics in 2003 when Parrikar
was the Chief Minister of Goa and the then
Environment and Forest Minister, TR Baalu,
took the Ministry’s statutory body, Forest

Advisory Committee (FAC), to Panaji for
deciding the mining cases of Goa. This was a
rare occasion when this committee held its
meeting outside Delhi.
This writer was the Member-Secretary of
FAC by virtue of working as InspectorGeneral of Forests in the Ministry. The then
Director-General of Forests and other members were having dinner in the hotel garden
in Panaji when we noticed one informally
dressed man coming towards us along with one
of his colleagues and before we could guess
who he was, he walked straight to us and shook
hands with all of us even as he said as the Chief
Minister of Goa, he had come to welcome us
to his State. He was none other than Manohar
Parrikar, accompanied by his Forest Minister
Vinay Tendulkar.
We could never imagine that the Chief
Minister of a State would walk in his Kolhapuri
slippers with his untucked half-sleeve shirt and
of course, without the customary security of
a VIP. He never talked about any proposal of
the State and was with us for half an hour, having just a glass of water.
Parrikar will be remembered for a long
time for his foresight in turning the destiny of
India’s politics and that of the BJP’s by proposing the name of Narendra Modi as the party’s
prime ministerial candidate in the BJP’s
September 2013 National Executive meeting
in Goa. It has been a history since then.
As soon as the BJP won the 2014 election,
he was uprooted from Goa and made the country’s Defence Minister, an anointment which
spoke how the Modi-led team held him in high
regard for his integrity and simplicity. But all
the while, his heart was in Goa where he
eventually went back ultimately in 2017 as the
Chief Minister.
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As Defence Minister, he was responsible
for bringing professionalism, removing decision paralysis in procurement and transparency in the overall working of the crucial
Defence Ministry. He will be remembered by
ex-soldiers among others for allowing one rank
one pension for the defence personnel.
The Rafale procurement was one that he
very deftly handled, including killing the note
engineered by his then Defence Secretary. The
deal was sealed ultimately. However, he will be
most remembered for providing astute leadership during the 2016 surgical strikes by the
Indian Army across the Line of Control
against Pakistan-sponsored terror camps.
Parrikar had personally monitored the surgical strikes. His conviction as the country’s
Defence Minister can be best explained in his
own words. He once said, “I gave instructions
to the armed forces personnel to shoot at any
one possessing an AK-47 machine gun as it is
obvious that they do not have any good intentions.” It is this conviction that made Prime
Minister Modi’s task easy to conduct the surgical strike. His death is an irreparable loss for
the country and more so for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his party. His successor to
the Goa Chief Minister’s chair, Pramod Sawant,
will have very large boots to fill.
Apart from other achievements, this
four-time Goa Chief Minister brought the
State’s Christian lobby in the BJP’s fold, which
is not a mean achievement. It was also his
charismatic personality that was largely responsible for arresting the infamous AayaramGayaram political culture in Goa for a while.
The entire country is in shock and tears on
the departure of this prodigious son of India.
Rest in peace Manohar Parrikar.
(The writer is a retired civil servant)
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ith high-stake polls round the
corner, several important factors come into play for an
electoral victory for any party. These
components often influence the voters
but are not constant as they keep changing according to the political situation
at a particular period of time.
As in every election, several important aspects are emerging in the coming polls, too. For instance, the ‘Modi
factor’ could play a key role. The BJP
believes that ‘Modi magic’ will work this
time too as India is gradually accepting of personality politics. However, the
Modi of 2014 was a relatively new phenomenon. After five years of the BJP’s
rule, the people have seen him, heard
him and assessed his performance.

Anti-incumbency can be an important
factor for Modi as his report card is not
very flattering. The bottomline is
whether people are willing to give him
one more chance or not.
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, the latest
entrant into politics as the Congress’
general secretary, has also emerged as
a significant factor. There is a kind of
newness and untested quality about her
and through her articulation, presentable persona and the Gandhi family’s mystique, she can play a disruptive
role. However, political analysts feel
Priyanka Vadra will have a “limited
impact” as political arithmetic, caste
politics and alliance challenges might
make the going tough for her. Also, she
joined politics too late.
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) supremo Mayawati has been in politics for
decades now but she has emerged as a
force this time because the BSP is being
touted as an important player. Many
parties are turning to Mayawati because
the BSP’s votes are transferable. In Uttar
Pradesh, if the gathbandhan wins a sizeable number of seats, she will play the
role of a king-maker in case there is a
hung Parliament. She also has prime

ministerial ambitions.
Rashtriya Janata Dal chief Lalu
Prasad, though serving his sentence in
Ranchi jail, is an astute player in Bihar.
Feedback from the State is that the jail
sentence has created sympathy for the
leader and using this, he is planning to
turn the tide in favour of the RJDCongress alliance.
National security has become a
crucial factor, which the BJP wants to
milk to the full extent as Pulwama and
the retaliatory Balakot air strikes have
become the pivot of the party’s poll narrative. However, it may be difficult to
sustain the momentum for the next two

months as the Opposition wants to
bring back real issues like jobs, demonetisation, Goods and Services Tax and
agrarian distress among others.
Rural distress is expected to tilt the
scales too. Though the BJP is seen as
an urban party, rural voters played a big
role in 2014 and endorsed Modi. But
they all stand disenchanted with the
party after five years. Agrarian distress
is an equally important component in
view of the increasing number of
farmers’ suicides. This was said to be
one of the reasons for the BJP’s defeat
in the three States in the Hindi heartland in December. The farmers must

be wooed and cajoled if Modi wants to
come back.
Jobs might be yet another determinant as the youth are disillusioned
ahead of polls. Modi has not been able
to provide the number of jobs he had
promised in 2014. The unemployment
rate rose to a 45-year high during 20172018. This issue could overtake all other
issues for young people.
Then the 130 million first-time voters are crucial. In 2014, about 150 million first-time voters chose Modi.
About 1.5 lakh first-time voters have
registered for each seat and most of
them are not tied to any ideology. Most
political parties have made them their
focus group for the coming polls.
Women voters, too, have become
important for political parties.
According to data from the Election
Commission of India, the average
turnout in general elections increased
significantly in 2014 and the gender
gap in terms of voter turnout was also
lowest in the last general elections
since independence. Significantly,
the BJD has announced 33 per cent
reservation for women in the coming Lok Sabha polls. The Trinamool

Congress has set aside 41 per cent of
the seats while Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi has announced 33 per cent
reservation for women in
Government jobs. The BJP, too, is
wooing the women through many
Government programmes.
World over, many leaders have
won and lost the election on the economy factor. In fact, Modi came to power
riding on economic issues. However,
initiatives like demonetisation and
GST did not go down well with the
electorate. The Opposition is hoping to
pin him down on economic issues.
Caste is a reality in every election
and the electoral arithmetic is mainly
based on this. Most parties select their
candidates based on their caste. Above
all, social media has become an important factor for the campaign and influencing voters. All parties used this
medium in 2014 and more so now. The
interplay of these factors or a combination of them would be important for
the results of the poll. Parties have to
develop a multi-pronged strategy to
emerge victorious.
(The writer is a senior political commentator and syndicated columnist)
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ustodial killing of a private
schoolteacher, picked up by
C
the police in pursuance of a terror case investigation few days
ago, sparked off fresh protests
in Awantipora area of South
Kashmir's Pulwama district on
Tuesday soon after news of his
death spread like wild fire in
the area.
Large number of local residents took to streets and raised
'provocative' slogans.
To contain public anger, a
magisterial probe was
announced in addition to separate police investigation in the
case.
Clashes, however, continued in the Awantipora town
between the security forces
and stone-throwing youths for
several hours.
In a statement, police
spokesman said, "the school
teacher identified as Rizwan
Asad Pandit, was in police
custody in pursuance of terror
case investigation. The said
person died in police custody.

 (5 %

In this matter while following
the procedure laid down in section 176 of CrPC a magisterial enquir y is under way.
Separately, police investigation
has also been initiated in the
jurisdictional area of incident".
Meanwhile, local reports
and family members of the
deceased school teacher
claimed local police officers
had picked Rizwan Pandit from
his house few days ago.They
said, Tuesday morning when
they went to see him in the
police station they came to

know about his custodial death.
Strongly condemning the
incident several Kashmir based
political parties, including the
National Conference, Peoples
Democratic Party, People's
Conference, the CPI-M,
Congress, Awami Attehad
Party and others have demanded exemplary punishment to
those found guilty in the custodial death of the youth.
The Separatist conglomerate, Joint Resistance Leadership
(JRL) headed by Syed Ali
Geelani, Mirwaiz Umer Farooq
and Yasin Malik have called for
a Valley-wide protest shutdown on Wednesday against
the custodial death.
Shahid Iqbal Choudhary,
district magistrate Srinagar has
said that the magisterial inquiry
is being held by additional
deputy commissioner Srinagar
who has already visited the spot
where the youth was held in
custody.
The district magistrate has
said the inquiry would be completed soon and its findings will
be made public.
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he coalition partners
Congress and the JD(S) in
T
Karnataka announced a slew of
measures to take on the BJP, in
Karnataka. In a joint Press conference in Bengaluru on
Tuesday the Congress and JD(S)
leaders decided to work together to decimate the BJP. Former
prime minister and JDs chief
HD Devegowda who was part
of the discussion on working
out strategies to counter BJP has
vowed to reduce them to a single digit. The leaders including
former chief minister and chairman of coordination committee
Siddaramaiah, Chief Minister
HD Kumaraswamy and other
leaders jointly announced a
slew of measures to ensure
their alliance worked without
any glitches.
Maintaining suspense
about contesting Lok Sabha
polls, JD(S) patriarch H D
Deve Gowda said he is yet to
decide, and was thinking about
his "usefulness" in the national capital. The 85-year-old former Prime Minister citing his
age said, he lacks the strength
that he had in 1996, when he
became the Prime Minister, but
there is "enthusiasm".
He said “Our opponents
today are not Congress, it is BJP.
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even hardcore ULFA(I) militants surrendered in
STinsukia
district following a
joint operation by a team of
Assam Police and the Indian
Army, a senior official said on
Tuesday.
The militants joined the
mainstream on Monday, while
a huge cache of arms and
ammunition were also recovered from them during the
operation, Col S Karki,
Commanding Officer of 21
Para Special Forces of the
Army, told reporters here.
"The surrender was possible because of our operation on

March 7 that was based on specific intelligence," he said.
Karki, however, declined to
share the location of the exercise and said that 15-20
columns were engaged.
"We got information that
the ULFA cadres were hiding at
a place. We persuaded them
and recovered the arms.
Ultimately, they surrendered,"
the Army official said.
Karki said the security personnel recovered three AK-81
rifles, two HK-33 rifles and one
AK-56 rifle and 17 magazines.
Besides, 617 rounds of
ammunition and one hand
grenade were also seized from
the militants, he added.
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NCP
leader
Dhananjay Munde Tuesday
Shitenior
out at Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
for "covering up" corruption
charges against "16 of his ministers".
He was speaking at a function "Rashtra Maharashtra"
organised by the BBC Marathi
News Service.
"We have nailed 16 ministers in the Devendra Fadnavis
government on corruption
charges with clinching evidence. However, Fadnavis has
tried to cover them up and has,
therefore, committed a sin,"
Munde, the Leader of
Opposition in the Maharashtra
Council, claimed.
Munde said there were no
charges of corruption against
Fadnavis, though he added

that he would continue to
probe to find out more.
Hitting out at the ruling
BJP for "politicising" the martyrdom of soldiers, Munde
said the party was taking credit for the brave deeds of the
armed forces personnel.
On Amit Shah's claim, at
some political rallies, that 250
terrorists perished in the
February 26 IAF air strike on
a Jaish-e-Mohammed camp in
Balakot in Pakistan, Munde
wanted to know where the
BJP chief was getting such figures which even security agencies were not privy to.
Against the backdrop of
NCP chief Sharad Pawar withdrawing from the April-May
Lok Sabha contest, Munde refuted insinuations that all was not
well in the Pawar household.
"Pawar
saab
had
announced long back he would
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Jodhpur: The trial in the
Bhanwari Devi abduction and
murder case has been stuck for
about two years as American
DNA expert Amber B Carr has
failed to appear in court, a
defence counsel argued here
while demanding the removal
of her name from the list of
prosecution witnesses.
The expert who works with
the FBI has not appeared in the
court despite being issued five
summons. She was first issued
summons in May 2017.
The CBI has been pleading
for her to be examined through
video-conferencing but the
defence has been protesting
against it.
"We want her to be examined in person but the insistence of the CBI on video-conferencing, despite the court's
refusal, is nothing but a tactic
to delay the trial," defence
counsel Jagmal Singh
Choudhary claimed.
PTI

lose on the heels of senior
Congress
leader
C
Radhakrishna Vikhe-Patil’s son

  ,8,(-'

Dr Sujay Vikhe-Patil joining
the BJP, it is now the turn of
Ranjitsinh – son of Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) MP and
former Deputy Chief Minister
Vijaysinh Mohite-Patil – to
join principal ruling party.
After weeks of speculation, Ranjitsinh Mohite-Patil
on Tuesday resigned from the
NCP and announced in
Solapur
in
western
Maharashtra that he would
join the BJP on Wednesday.
Ranjitsinh, who had
unsuccessfully been lobbying
for a NCP ticket to contest the
Lok Sabha polls from Madha
constituency in western
Maharashtra, said that his supporters could no longer wait for
the NCP to nominate him as its
candidate. “For how long
should my supporters tolerate
this kind of injustice and now

it is time for me to take the final
decision,” he said.
“Should we keep tolerating,
or hit back for our future,
progress and development?
You decide whatever you want
and it will be my decision to
quit” Ranjitsinh said, while
addressing a meeting of his
supporters for this evening at
Akluj in Solapur district.
Ranjitsinh, who resigned
from the primary membership NCP on Tuesday, will formally join the BJP on
Wednesday afternoon, in the
presence of Maharashtra chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis,
state party chief Raosaheb
Danve-Patil and other leaders
in Mumbai.
It may be recalled that on
March 11, NCP chief Sharad
Pawar had backed out of the
contest, setting the stage of the
entry of his grandson Parth
Pawar into electoral politics.
A month after he indicated that he would contest from
Madha Lok Sabha constituen-

cy in western Maharashtra,
Pawar, announced that he had
decided not to contest the 2019
Lok Sabha polls from Madha
constituency or any other constituency.
Pawar’s announcement had
come after he met the party
office bearers from Solapur in
western Maharashtra – at
which he urged his party workers to support the NCP’s sitting
MP Vijaysinh Mohite-Patil,
who will re-contest the Lok
Sabha polls from Madha constituency.
However, in the subsequent days, Ranjitsinh also
began to lobby for the Madha
seat. However, senior Mohite
Patil—who is the close confidant of Pawar for very many
years, appears to have had way.
Vijaysinh will in all likelihood
be nominated as the NCP candidate from Mahada constituency.
Ranjitsinh is the second
Opposition leader to have
joined the BJP in recent weeks.

Amid lack of clarity on
contesting polls, speculations
are rife that Deve Gowda, who
has conceded his constituency
Hassan to grandson Prajwal
Revanna will be contesting
from either Bangalore North or
Tumkur constituency.
His
another grandson and Chief
Minister Kumaraswamy's son
Nikhil Kumaraswamy is contesting from Mandya Lok Sabha
seat, another party bastion.
There is also speculation in the
political circles that he may not
contest at all. JDs sources say
that in view of the backlash he

might retain Hassan where he
is confidant of sailing through.
Karnataka has 28 Lok Sabha
seats and will go to polls on April
18 and April 23. As part of a prepoll alliance, the Congress will
contest 20 seats and the JD(S)
eight. He said "Nominations
have started and time is very less.
Whatever misunderstanding we
have between us, we have to
resolve them now without letting
them to continue."
However senior dalit leader
and deputy chief minister G
Parameshwara was conspicuous of his absence.

So if I'm able to do even a bit
for this country under the leadership of Rahul Gandhi, I can
stand along with him… Still I
have not made up my mind. I'm
still thinking, from other states
also leaders are saying- you are
an elderly person, having the
experience of governing the
country- it is a different matter, we will sit and decide…." .
"From where should I be
contesting or not to, I think I
have that much of basic freedom to decide….let's decide on
it within a few days, there is no
problem. But, I'm thinking to

myself about my usefulness in
Delhi, I'm watching it…I will
decide," Gowda said.
Pointing out that a few days
ago while speaking in the
Parliament, he had indicated
that it was his last speech, he
said, but a few friends had
asked him to contest this time.
"I'm yet to decide."
On deciding to contest, he
along with coalition leaders
including Chief Minister HD
Kumaraswamy and former
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
will decide on the constituency, he added.
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Lucknow: Even as the SP-BSPRLD alliance will formally
launch its poll campaign from
Deoband on April 7, the leaders of these parties have
stepped up efforts to tighten the
loose ends at the grass-root
level. The BSP, SP and RLD
brass are going down to the
brass tacks to ensure that every
vote is transferred to one of the
alliance partners as their
chances of winning depend
on this arithmetic.
The grand alliance is focusing on the first phase on April
11, when eight Lok Sabha seats
of east UP will go to polls. “In
the first round, we have completed Lok Sabha-wise meetings
of party workers from all three
parties. For the second phase, we
have started Assembly segmentwise meetings of party workers,”
said Sudhir Pawar who contested the 2017 Assembly elections
from Shamli.
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not contest Lok Sabha polls
anymore. But we had requested him to fight the 2019 polls
to send a strong message,
which he had said he would
consider," Munde said, terming
Pawar's decision to withdraw
from Lok Sabha polls as right.
On queries that the "mahagathbandhan" had no face
(prime ministerial candidate) to
challenge Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, he said, "Please
don't forget even the NDA has
lost several alliances which raise
question marks over Modi's
acceptability. This is Modi's
incompetence. Besides, several
parties in different states have
started uniting themselves."
He also refuted talk that he
was part of dynastic politics by
claiming he had broken ties in
2012 with the family of BJP
stalwart late Gopinath Munde,
who is his uncle.
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ith just 30 days remaining for the April 18 elecW
tion to Lok Sabha from Tamil
Nadu, the AIADMK and the
DMK, leading the two rival
fronts in the State came out on
Tuesday with their election
manifestos which are enticing
and capable of creating irresistible temptation in the minds
of the electorate.
The AIADMK, contesting
in 20 Lok Sabha seats from the
State, has declared that if elected, the party would ensure the
implementation of Amma
National Poverty Eradication
Initiative (ANPEI), a scheme by
which all needy families in the
country would be paid Rs
1,500 per month as direct
transfer to their bank accounts.
The party wants the poor
and the deprived people living
below poverty line, destitute
women, widows without
income, differently-abled, landless agricultural labourers, rural
and urban manual labourers,
destitute senior citizens should
be the beneficiaries of this
scheme.
It has also promised to
waive off all educational loans
availed by students and agricultural loans availed by small
and medium farmers of the
country.
Though the AIADMK and
the DMK are in the diametrically opposite poles of the
political spectrum and known
for their hatred towards each
other, there is convergence of
thoughts in their offers to the
electorate. Both the parties
have assured the voters that
they would pressurise the
Centre to release from prison
the seven accused in the Rajiv
Gandhi assassination case serving life term. Both the parties
want the abolition of National
Eligibility and Entrance
Examination (NEET), the qualifying test for admission to
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undergraduate and post graduate medical courses in the
country. The demand to do
away with the NEET comes at
a time when the Centre is seriously mulling over the possibility of bringing a common
entrance examination for
admission to engineering colleges too.
The DMK assured the voters that if voted to power, the
party would abolish the present
pricing system of petroleum
products and revert to the
Administered
Pricing
Mechanism.
Catering to the demands
raised by the minority communities in the country, the
AIADMK said it would impress
upon the President not to
amend the constitution to bring
in Uniform Civil Code. The
AIADMK also promised the
electorate that it would urge
Government of India to enact
due legislation to enable the
implementation of Reservation
Policy in Private Sector also, in
order to provide social justice
to the SC/ST, MBC and BC categories of our people.
The party also said that it
would urge the Government of
India to accept the recommendation of Justice Sachar
Committee to treat the

.    &   <  9     & ; 0 

Christian - converted SCs/STs,
BCs and MBCs and the
Muslim-converted
SCs/STs/BCs/MBCs as regular
SCs/STs/BCs/MBCs and provide them with all concessions
now provided for the regular
SCs/STs/BCs/MBCs.
The DMK’s manifesto,
release by party chief M K
Stalin said it would ask the
Centre to appoint 10 million
youth who have studied upto
10th standard as road workers
to maintain roads in the country. The DMK also wanted the
Income Tax limit to be raised
to Rs 8 lakh.
The DMK also demanded
that 60 per cent of the total tax
revenue of the Centre should
be shared with the States. The
party manifesto insists that
only the Inter-State Council
should decide the terms of
reference of the constitution of
the Finance Commission. Also,
the criteria for allocation of tax
revenue should give equal
weightage for performance and
equity so that States such as
Tamil Nadu get their due share
that will encourage further
growth.
The AIADMK manifesto
was released by Chief Minister
Edappady Palaniswamy and
his deputy O Panneerselvam.
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he Narendra Modi
Government on Tuesday
came under fire from Mamata
Banerjee for failing to construct
Ram Temple in Ayodhya and
“yet trying to lecture others on
how they should practice their
religions.”
The Bengal Chief Minister
was addressing a select audience of the Marwari community which has a sizeable presence in North Kolkata and
Howrah constituencies.
“Some people have been
lecturing me on religion. They
(BJP) say that Hindus are not
free to practice their faith freely
in Bengal but I want to ask you
whether you celebrate Durga
Puja, Holi, Navaratra, Guru
Parab freely or not.
“I want you to tell them how
splendidly my Government has
renovated the temples in Bengal.
What is your experience about

the new-look Dakshineswar
Temple … what is the experience of the 40 lakh pilgrims who
visited Ganga Sagar this year,”
Banerjee said reminding the
Modi Government’s failure to
construct the Ram Temple.
“I have constructed and renovated so many temples in
Bengal but you (Modi) not been
able to construct a single temple
that you promised… You failed
to build the Ram Temple.”
Attacking the BJP for dividing
the people in the name of Faith,
Banerjee said, “those who come
from Delhi to lecture us on religion set people of one people
against the other. This is anything
but religion. Bengal is the most
peaceful State where we practice
only one religion which is the
religion of humanity that unites
and does not divide people.”
Attacking the BJP
Government for playing politics
over the death CRPF jawans the
Chief Minister said “I was very

much pained at the brutal attack
on the Indian security forces.
But I never played politics with
that. But there are some people
who do politics on jawans death
which is not right.”
Asking the Marwari,
Gujrati and Punjabi business
community to “keep in touch
with me,” Banerjee said “I want
to visit your faces more often
but that I cannot do because if
I visit your places then they
(BJP) will sent ED and CBI to
your houses. I am not afraid of
central agencies but I cannot see
you being harassed by them so
I do not visit you often.”
The ruling Trinamool
Congress is going all alone in the
general elections with Banerjee
vowing to win all the 42 parliamentary seats. The BJP has
emerged as the main contender
replacing the Left Front with its
all-India president Amit Shah
setting a target of at least 23 seats
from the State.
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ven as the seat-sharing talks
between the CPI(M) and
E
the Congress reached a dead
end with the latter deciding to
go it alone in the general elections a desperate Left Front on
Tuesday extended its deadline
by another 24 hours for the tricolour outfit to reconsider its
stance. “Till that time we will
not announce candidates for
the 4 seats that the Congress
had won in 2014.”
The Left had at the outset
of alliance talks said the two
sides should not contest on
seats they won in 2014. The
CPI(M) had won Raiganj and
Murshidabad seats while the
Congress had bagged,
Behrampore, North and South
Malda and Jangipur.
This time round the
Congress had been demanding
17-18 seats while the Left was
not willing to leave them more
than 11-13 seats.
Against this backdrop the

Congress
on
Tuesday
announced the candidates list
for 11 seats. The Left had already
announced its list of 25 candidates last week. On Tuesday it
announced a list of another 13
candidates leaving aside 4 seats
currently held by the Congress.
“We still want that the two
parties should come to an understanding so that the anti-TMC
and anti-BJP votes can be consolidated in one place. For that
we are not announcing our candidates for the four seats that they
won last time. Now it is up to the
Congress. If they fail to respond
favourably then we will be forced
to go ahead with our list unilaterally,” Left Front chairman
Biman Bose said on Tuesday.
The Congress however
reacted sharply saying the possibility of alliance had ended.
“We also know that there is a
need to defeat the TMC and the
BJP but we cannot ally with the
Left at the cost of our party’s dignity. They are trying to blackmail us which is not acceptable

to us. So consider the alliance
talks as good as over,” PCC president Somen Mitra said.
Congress MP Adhir
Chowdhur y told from
Behrampore that “the Left had
done a big mistake by unilaterally declaring its first list of
25 candidates when the talk
process was on. Now they are
trying to apply some balm on
that injury. I wonder this balm
will work now.”
Meanwhile, the political
experts said that the TMC and
the BJP will benefit the most
from a four-cornered contest.
“Instead of wasting their votes
the voters will either vote for
the BJP or the TMC in that
case. Currently the Left voters
are so much annoyed with the
TMC that they will finally vote
for the BJP. But the Muslim
supporters of the
Left will vote for the TMC
in which case both these parties will benefit from the LeftCongress divide,” said political
analyst BN Majumdar.
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ooting for “Modi Mukt
Bharat”, MNS chief Raj
R
Thackeray said here on
Tuesday all the Opposition
should come together to show
the door to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls and exhorted the
voters not to fall into the “trap”
of "Main Bhi Chowkidar” campaign which has been launched
by the BJP to divert the attention from the “failures” of the
Modi Government.
Addressing his party workers two days after his party
announced that it would not
contest the Lok Sabha polls, Raj
said, “I have all along told the
Opposition parties that I have
no interest in contesting the
Lok Sabha but whatever I do
will be beneficial to you. This
election is: Modi-Amit Shah vs
the entire country. Like I had
earlier in my Gudi Padva rally,
the country should be become
‘Modi Mukt Bharat’ and for the
purpose, all the parties should
come together".
Reiterating that his party
would not field candidates in
the Lok Sabha polls, Raj told his

partyworkers: “But whatever
the election rallies I will hold
will be against Modi and Amit
Shah. Even whatever you say or
do anything, it should be
against Modi-Amit Shah and
the BJP”.
Ridiculing the ruling BJP
for launching the "Main Bhi
Chowkidar” campaign ahead of
the Lok Sabha polls, the MNS
chief said: “What is "Main Bhi
Chowkidar”? Are we witnessing elections in India or Nepal?.
How can a Prime Minister
have such a tiny mindset?. The
Prime Minister should have a
larger vision for the country
instead of going around and
calling himself as a chowkidar”.
Advising his party workers
not fall into the “trap” of "Main
Bhi Chowkidar” campaign, Raj
said: “I am telling all of you not
to get involved in the whole
thing. This campaign is a farce
and a trap. The BJP has
launched this campaign to
divert the attention of the peo-

ple from the destruction that
Modi has wreaked in the country during the last five years.
The BJP wants you to get
trapped in this campaign. But,
I am advising you and all others not to get carried away by
this campaign”.
“I am appealing to the traditional voters of the MNS
that the country is currently
passing through a critical period. It is important that we
should get over this phase.
The BJP workers will come to
you with money bags. You may
take the money from these
people. After all they looted the
country for the last five years.
It is time for us to loot them.
Mind you, this is not my directive to you,” the MNS chief said.
“This election is not about
any political party. Even the
people in the BJP are fed up
with the happenings within the
party. The moment these two
persons (Modi and Shah) are
removed from the political

horizon of the country, then the
contest will be among various
political parties. As of today, the
contest is not among political
parties. The issue before the
people is not to vote for ModiAmit Shah duo and in effect
not to vote for the BJP,” Raj
said.
Slamming the ruling BJP
for whipping nationalist fervour among the people using
the Pulwama terror strike and
subsequent air strikes on terror
camps in Pakistan, Raj said:
“Here’s government that asked
3 lakh crore from the RBI and
received 28,000 crore. Then
RBI Governor Urjit opposed
the Government’s demand and
resigned from the post The
Government tried to create a
bogie of war with Pakistan. You
need money for the waging a
war”.
“The Government does
not have money and it is begging the RBI for assistance.
Where would it have mobilised
money... No wonder the atmosphere of war is no longer there
and no one is now speaking
about either Pulwama attack or
the subsequent air strikes.
Modi realised that the BJP will
not get votes by whipping
nationalistic fervour. That’s the
BJP stopped campaigning on
these issues,” the MNS chief
said.
Raj, who devoted his entire
speech to castigate the Modi
government and the BJP, said
that he would speak at length
at his Gudi Padva rally.

It may be recalled that on
March 10,the MNS chief had
accused the Narendra Modi
government of ignoring the
intelligence information inputs
received ahead of the Pulwama
terror attack and apprehended
that one more Pulwama-like
attack would be “engineered” in
the middle of Lok Sabha polls
and the ruling BJP would try to
exploit the incident by whipping up patriotic sentiments.
Addressing party workers
at Rangsharada auditorium on
the occasion of 13th anniversary of his party, Raj said: “I
have a strong hunch that in the
next month or two—right in
the middle of Lok Sabha elections, one more Pulwama-like
attack will be engineered... I
repeat the attack will be engineered. Once again, the attention of the people will be
diverted and we will once again
to get see speeches on patriotism”.
Attributing the need to
create a war-like situation in the
country to the Modi government’s “failure” to deliver on its
various promises, Raj charged
that the BJP was trying to
“divert” the attention of the
people from its failure on various fronts. “The BJP has
realised now that it has failed
to deliver on all its promises—
be it “Make in India”, “Start up
India”, or “2 crore employment a year promise” etc .....
The BJP could not use the
Dawood deportation issue and
Ram Mandir issue.....”
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C

ontinuing his tirade against
the Congress, Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav
accused the former of weakening the fight against the BJP
by spreading confusion. His
response came after Congress
general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra reminded the SP
and BSP chiefs that their common objective was to defeat the
BJP.
“Earlier there used to be a
lot of time, almost a year for
fighting elections and campaigning. But at a time when
elections are around the corner,
your creating confusion weakens the fight against a common
enemy, an enemy who is an
expert in diverting people from
core issues,” Akhilesh said in
Lucknow on Tuesday.
The SP-BSP alliance has
been at loggerheads with the
Congress ever since they
announced their tie-up on
January 12, leaving only
Amethi and Rae Bareli for the
grand old party.
The situation aggravated
after the Congress returned the
favour on March 17 and
announced that it would not

field candidates on seven seats
to be contested by important
leaders of the SP and BSP.
Mayawati dismissed the
Congress offer saying that the
alliance was competent to
defeat the BJP on its own and
they did not need the help of
the Congress. “It is really difficult to say how much the
Priyanka factor will work in
Uttar Pradesh. The Congress
might have a separate strategy
for defeating the BJP, but their
candidate selection tells a different story,” said Akhilesh.
The former UP CM also hit out
at the BJP saying that merely
prefixing ‘chowkidar’ to party
leaders’ Twitter handles would
not yield political dividends for
the ruling party.

“The BJP has done
absolutely nothing in the past
five years. When you call yourself a ‘chowkidar’ then you
should also work like one.
However, during the BJP
regime, the work done has
been contrary to what they
claim. The meaning of
Akhilesh is God of Gods. Will
that make me one,” he quipped.
The SP chief ’s remarks
were directed at BJP leaders like
Narendra Modi, Amit Shah
and Piyush Goyal, who prefixed
‘chowkidar’ to their names on
Twitter on Sunday. Akhilesh
also slammed the ruling party
for weaving a narrative around
the recent Pulwama attacks
and the release of Wing
Commander Abhinandan by
Pakistan ‘for political gains’.
“It is unfortunate that so
many soldiers were martyred,
intelligence agencies failed,
RDX was used in such a huge
quantity, but the BJP is busy
building a narrative out of it for
political gains. The BJP government lathicharged former
soldiers demanding ‘One rank,
one pension’. They should tell
what they have done for the
Army personnel in the last five
years,” the SP chief said.
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he umbrella body of the
domestic pilots of the
nearly crippled Jet Airways
on Tuesday threatened to
stop flying from April 1, if
the resolution plan is delayed
and salar y dues are not
cleared by the end of this
month.
The decision was taken at
the annual meeting of Jet
Airways domestic pilots body
National Aviators Guild after
a meeting here lasting for
over 90 minutes.
The guild, which came
into being almost a decade
ago, represents around 1,000
domestic pilots at the airline.
“If there is no proper
clarity on the resolution
process and salary payments,
by March 31, we will stop flying from April 1,” the guild
said.
The pilots and other
senior staff have not RPT not
been getting their full salaries
since December.
Having failed to get any
assurance from the management on salaries, the guild
last week had written to
Union labor minister Santosh
Gangwar, seeking his intervention.
Me anw h i l e, Av i at i on
Minister Suresh Prabhu on
Tuesday also directed his the
secretary to hold an emergency meeting on the debtridden airline that has been
cancelling flights abruptly
following grounding of a
large part of its fleet.
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viation watchdog DGCA
said on Tuesday 41 Jet
Airways flights are currently
available for operation and
there may be “further attrition”
of flights “in coming weeks” as
it observed the situation as
“dynamic”.
As per the Jet Airways’
website, it has a fleet of 119 aircraft in total. For the past few
weeks, passengers have been
venting their ire on social
media as the airline’s flight
cancellations have increased
gradually due to the rising
number of grounded aircraft.
Grappling with financial

woes, the carrier has been
looking at ways to raise fresh
funds.
DGCA spokesperson said
Tuesday,”The DGCA reviewed
the performance of Jet Airways
on operational, airworthiness &
passenger facilitation today.
Current availability of aircraft
in the fleet for operation is 41
and accordingly scheduled for
603 domestic flights and 382
international flights has been
drawn. However, it is a dynamic situation and there may be
further attrition in coming
weeks.”
The spokesperson added
that the DGCA has instructed
the airline to comply with “the

relevant provisions of the
applicable CARs (Civil Aviation
Requirements) for facilitation
of passengers regarding timely communication, compensation, refunds and providing
alternate flights wherever
applicable”.
He said the data is being
monitored by the DGCA on a
regular basis.
The Jet Airways’ Aircraft
Maintenance Engineers’ Union
wrote to the aviation regulator
on Tuesday morning that three
months’ salary was overdue to
them and flight safety “is at risk”.
The DGCA spokesperson
said the aviation watchdog is
ensuring that all aircraft in the
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viation Minister Suresh Prabhu on
Tuesday directed his Ministry’s
A
secretary to hold an emergency meeting on the debt-ridden Jet Airways
massively cancelling flights after
grounding of a large part of its fleet.
The Minister’s direction came in
the wake of the airliner drastically
reducing its operations due to liquidity crunch.
“Directed Secretary, @MOCA
GOI to hold an emergency meeting
on grounding of flights by Jet

Airways, advance bookings, cancellations, refunds and safety issues,
if any,” Prabhu said in a tweet.
“Asked him (civil aviation secretary) to get a report on Jet compliance issues immediately from
DGCA,” he added.
Earlier Monday, Jet Airways
engineers’ body wrote to aviation
regulator DGCA, seeking its intervention in the recovery of their
salary dues, saying non-payment
was affecting their psychological
condition which, in turn, was a “risk”
to the airline’s flight operations.
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New Delhi: Banks are likely to infuse fresh funds into
cash-strapped Jet Airways provided major shareholders of the airline, including Gulf carrier Etihad Airways,
pledge their shares as collateral, sources said.
With the airline unable to get fresh funds, the
options are limited now, they added.
The full service carrier is grappling with acute financial woes that has resulted in grounding of a significant
number of planes, defaulting on debt repayments
And delay in payment of salaries to pilots and other
senior officials.
Founder Chairman Naresh Goyal and his family
owns around 52 per cent stake in Jet Airways while
Etihad, a strategic partner, has 24 per cent shareholding. The sources said that banks can provide further
loans if major stakeholders — Goyal and Etihad — agree
to pledge their shares as security.
PTI
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he Reserve Bank of India
has moved the National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) over the
order passed regarding classification of debt of IL&FS group
companies as NPA.
A two-member NCLAT
bench, headed by Justice S J
Mukhopadhaya, has said that it
would hear the RBI on the
issue.
The RBI is seeking modification of the order passed by
the tribunal which has provided moratorium on repayment
of loans regarding the accounts
of IL&FS and its over 300
group companies.
During the proceedings,
RBI’s counsel said that there
was a overlap of power on the
issue.
The tribunal has also asked
the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs about the progress
made with respect to resolution
of IL&FS issues.

alting its six-day winning
run, the Indian rupee
Tuesday edged lower by 43
paise to close at 68.96 to the US
dollar on emergence of
demand for the greenback
from importers.
The local currency also
came under pressure due to
rising crude pressure and a
caution ahead of the outcome of the Federal Open
Market Committee (FOMC)
meeting.
At the Interbank Foreign
Exchange (forex), the domestic currency opened at 68.53 a
dollar and fell further to touch
the day’s low of 69.05. It finally settled at 68.96 per dollar,
down 43 paise over its previous
close.
The Indian rupee on
Monday had surged by 57
paise to close at an over sevenmonth high of 68.53 against the
US dollar.
“The rupee has depreciated today on account of
importers demand at lower
levels. However broad sentiments remain positive due to

foreign fund inflows in the debt
and equity market. In the near
term, the rupee may trade in
the range of 68 and 69.50,” said
Rushabh Maru, Research
Analyst - Currency and
Commodity, Anand Rathi
Shares and Stock Brokers.
Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the greenback’s strength against a basket
of six currencies, fell 0.18 per
cent to 96.35, ahead of the
Federal Reserve policy decision
tomorrow.
The euro traded near a
more than two-week high as
front-end calls were in
demand, while the pound rose
as UK Prime Minister Theresa
May looks set to seek a long
extension to the Brexit deadline.
According to Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit
Financial Services, “The rupee
witnessed selling pressure following a continuous surge
while domestic bond yields
inched higher as investors
awaited the US FED policy outcome.”
Meanwhile, brent crude,
the global oil benchmark, was

fleet “whether in operation or
on ground” are maintained in
accordance with Approved
Maintenance Programme
(AMP).
“The operator was also
directed to ensure that no
pilots/cabin crew/AMEs be
rostered on duty who had
reported stress of any nature.
Additionally, all such staff
should be current with all
mandatory training requirements.
“The DGCA is continuously monitoring overall situation and based on the same,
will take appropriate steps by
the end of the month, if needed,” the spokesperson added.

trading at $68.02 per barrel,
higher by 0.71 per cent.
“Bargain buying from
importers and profit booking
after the recent rally ahead of
the financial year closing
could be the one of the reason
for depreciation,” said VK
Sharma, Head PCG & Capital
Markets Strateg y, HDFC
Securities.
Foreign institutional
investors (FIIs) put in 2,132.36
crore on a net basis on Tuesday,
provisional data showed.
Benchmark equity indices
continued their winning run
for the seventh consecutive
session Tuesday. The 30-share
BSE Sensex closed at 38,363.47,
recording a rise of 268.40, or
0.70 per cent. The 50-share
NSE Nifty closed at 11,509.80,
higher by 70.20 points, or 0.61
per cent.
Meanwhile, the Financial
Benchmark India Private Ltd
(FBIL) set the reference rate for
the rupee/dollar at 68.5847
and for rupee/euro at 77.8185.
The reference rate for
rupee/British pound was fixed
at 91.0069 and for rupee/100
Japanese yen at 61.66.
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ndia’s fuel demand rose 3.8
per cent in February as free
Icooking
gas connections
spurred LPG consumption
while petrol and diesel use
continued to rise.
Fuel consumption in
February totalled 17.41 million
tonnes as compared to 16.77
million tonnes in the same
month last year, data from the
Petroleum Planning and
Analysis Cell (PPAC) of the Oil
Ministry showed.
Consumption rose for
the third month in a row as
ensuing general elections are
likely to spike demand further.
With retail prices moderating, petrol consumption
soared 8 per cent to 2.25 million tonnes while the
Government push to give every
household a cooking gas connection led to LPG demand
spiking by 14.2 per cent to 2.2
million tonnes.
Hectic campaigning is likely as India goes to poll over the
next two months, which will
boost the use of transportation
fuel as political parties traverse
the country courting voters.
General elections will be held
in seven phases starting on
April 11.
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ermany launches its auction on Tuesday for the
G
construction of an ultra-fast 5G
mobile network as a transatlantic dispute rages over security concerns surrounding
giant Chinese telecoms equipment maker Huawei.
The United States has
threatened to end intelligence
sharing with Berlin if it does
not exclude hardware made by
Huawei from the infrastructure, arguing that Chinese
equipment could help Beijing
spy on Western companies and
governments.
Attempting to play down the
row on Monday, Jochen
Homann, chairman of the
German Federal Network
Agency (BNA), said: “No matter
whether a supplier comes from
Sweden or China, companies
must meet certification requirements and security checks.”
‘5G’ — ‘fifth generation’ —
is the latest, high-speed generation of cellular mobile communications and Berlin will
require winning bidders to
offer 5G service to at least 98
percent of German households,
motorways and rail lines.
Germany, Europe’s biggest
economy whose wireless networks rank 46th in the world
for download speeds, wants to
close the sizeable digital gap by
making the shift to the ultrafast 5G system.
The BNA starts the auction
in Mainz at 0900 GMT on
Tuesday and the process will
allocate 41 different frequency
blocks.
Four operators are in the
running, among them
Germany’s three main mobile
network providers — Deutsche
Telekom, Vodafone and
Telefonica Germany (O2) —
plus United Internet (1&1), a

3   

German company specialising
in internet services.
Chinese firm Huawei is not
one of the bidders but provides
the four German companies
with essential hardware —
such as antennas and routers.
The US has accused Beijing
of using Huawei’s 5G network
gear as a Trojan horse, forcing
operators to transmit data to
the regime, but Washington has
not provided evidence to support their suspicions.
Huawei has strenuously
denied allegations its equipment could be used for espionage.
Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi on Monday lashed out
at what he called “abnormal,
immoral” attacks on Huawei
and demanded a “fair and just
competition environment” for
Chinese firms.
US-led attempts to encourage other nations to ban
Huawei equipment from their
telecoms infrastructure suffered a setback when
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s
government decided against
imposing company specificrestrictions on the 5G auction.
US ambassador to
Germany Richard Grenell last
week warned that Washington
could stifle intelligence cooperation unless Berlin agreed a
Huawei ban.
In a letter, Grenell told
Peter Altmaier, Germany’s
economy minister, that intelligence-sharing cooperation
could cease if Berlin allows the
Chinese firm to be part of the
5G network.
The threat escalated last
week when NATO’s Supreme
Allied Commander in Europe,
US General Curtis Scaparrotti,
warned Germany that NATO
forces would cut communications if Berlin works with
Huawei.
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tate-owned Indian Oil Corp
(IOC) on Tuesday declared
Sa second
interim dividend of

1,412 crore for the current
financial year and ONGC
agreed to do so next week to
help the Government meet its
tax revenue target.
In a stock exchange filing,
IOC, the nation’s biggest oil
firm, said its board at a meeting on Tuesday approved payment of 1.50 per share of 15
per cent in second interim
dividend for 2018-19 to shareholders.
“The dividend will be credited to the account of the
shareholders or the dividend
warrant in respect thereof will
be dispatched on or before
April 10, 2019,” it said.
The Government owns
53.88 per cent stake in IOC and
stands to get about 761 crore,
excluding dividend distribution
tax.
Separately, Oil and Natural
Gas Corp (ONGC), which had
initially resisted a government
demand seeking a second interim dividend, said a board

meeting has been convened on
March 23 to consider and
declare an interim dividend.
Grappling with a possible
80,000 crore shortfall in direct
and indirect tax revenues that
will make it difficult to meet a
revised fiscal deficit target, the
Government has been tapping
cash-rich PSUs for second
interim dividend.
Coal India Ltd on March
14 declared a second interim
dividend of 5.85 per share.
The Government holds
72.91 per cent stake in Coal
India and stands to get 2,647
crore, excluding dividend tax.
Initially, ONGC had resisted paying a second interim dividend on grounds that it does
not have surplus cash to make
such payments within a month
of an interim dividend payout,
sources with direct knowledge
of the development said.
According to regulations, a
company cannot declare a second dividend within a month
of the previous payout and
companies like ONGC would
need to seek approval of markets regulator Sebi to make
such a payment.
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eserve Bank governor
Shaktikanta Das on Tuesday
underlined the need for sticking
to the fiscal roadmap by adopting a commonly agreed expenditure code-based spending
plan to address the socioeconomic challenges. He also advocated giving permanent status
to the finance commission.
The comments from the
former-economic-affairs- secretary-turned-central banker
assume importance as the
Government for two consecutive
terms have missed it fiscal deficit

targets by 10 bps in the outgoing
fiscal year. Many analysts fear that
even the upwardly revised fiscal
deficit target of 3.4 percent may
be difficult to meet given the
massive shortfall indirect tax
collection and also shortfall in
other budgeted non-tax revenue.
Das, speaking at the launch
of a book ‘Indian Fiscal
Federalism’, by former RBI
governor YV Reddy along with
GR Reddy here this evening,
Das said there is now general
agreement about the importance of fiscal consolidation
roadmaps both at national and
state levels.
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oger Federer departed Indian
Wells empty-handed for a second
straight year, but the Swiss great
sees no reason he can't get back on track
at the Miami Masters.
"Sure, it's frustrating and disappointing and sad to some extent,"
Federer said after falling 3-6, 6-3, 7-5
to Austrian Dominic Thiem in Sunday's
final.
Thiem, 25, denied Federer a record
sixth Indian Wells title and returned to
his career-high of fourth in the world
— bumping Federer down to fifth going
to the second leg of the "Sunshine

Double" of Indian Wells and Miami.
But Federer, the 20-time Grand
Slam winner who claimed a remarkable
100th career title in Dubai last month,
can afford to take the defeat in stride
— especially when he's playing well and
feels his 37-year-old body is fully fit.
"It's just not as dramatic," he said
of falling to a player who was "just a bit
better when it mattered".
"Whereas, when you're hurt and
things are difficult, maybe those hurt
more.
"I'm going to Miami. The body is
perfectly fine. That also always keeps
me upbeat, and I feel it's a privilege
when I feel this way leaving a tourna-
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n-form Prajnesh Gunneswaran has
moved into the final qualifying round
of the Miami Masters with a straightset win but Ramkumar Ramanathan fell
at the first hurdle, here.
Prajnesh who reached the third
round at the Indian Wells Masters after
coming through qualifiers, got the
better of Spain's Adrian MenendezMaceiras 6-2, 6-4 in the opening
round.
The 84th ranked Indian won five
of the six break points he faced against
world number 141 and broke his rival
four times in the one hour and 14minute match.
He next faces British wild card Jay
Clarke.
It was curtains for Ramkumar, who
lost 4-6 1-6 to Lorenzo Sonego, the
Italian world number 106.
Rohan Bopanna is the only Indian
featuring in the doubles main draw, yet
again partnering Canadian Denis
Shapovalov.
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ment.
"I have been playing every single
day for the last three weeks. I can be
very happy and proud of that fact."
As at Indian Wells, Federer could
meet fellow Swiss Stan Wawrinka in the
third round in Miami.
Federer is a three-time winner at
Miami, but he lost his second-round
opener last year after falling to Juan
Martin del Potro in the final at Indian
Wells.
With that in mind, Federer shied
away from predicting he would bounce
back in a big way from his loss to
Thiem, with the Miami event's move to
a new venue adding to his sense of

uncertainty.
"Now it's totally different," Federer
said of the tournament moving from its
longtime home on Key Biscayne to the
Hard Rock Stadium — home of the
NFL's Miami Dolphins.
A new stadium court inside the
actual stadium is the centerpiece of the
new venue, which also features a secondary grandstand court and two
smaller show courts and practice
courts. "Everybody's got to get used to
center court or the conditions at the
new site," Federer said. "I'm eager to find
out how it's going to be like. There are
still a lot of open question marks. Right
now I feel really good."
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ianca Andreescu's vision
became reality in the
California desert, where the
Canadian 18-year-old's
Cinderella run to a first
WTA title put her among
the elite of women's tennis.
"Crazy," Andreescu herself called it, after gritty 64, 3-6, 6-4 victory over
three-time Grand Slam
champion Angelique Kerber
made her the first wild card
to win the prestigious
Indian Wells WTA title.
Andreescu is the tournament's youngest winner
since Serena Williams in
1999 and just the fourth
unseeded player to lift the
trophy after Williams, a
returning Kim Clijsters in
2005 and Japan's Naomi
Osaka last year.
Reminded that Osaka's
breakthrough 2018 win was
swiftly followed by two
Grand Slam titles and a rise
to No 1 in the world,
Andreescu was asked if she
found that inspirational.
No pressure," she said
with a smile.
"It's totally fine," she
said of the comparison.

"It's definitely an inspiration seeing her claim the
trophy last year and winning Grand Slams right
after that has been amazing
to see. But I don't really
want to focus on the future
right now. I just want to
enjoy this moment because
I don't want to take anything for granted.
"You never know what
the next week brings,"
added Andreescu, who
now heads to Florida for
the Miami Open this week,
where she will be unseeded.
Kerber, a former world
number one who had
slipped to eighth in the
rankings as she searched
for a first title since she won
Wimbledon last year, was
up a break in the third set
when Andreescu powered
through fatigue and cramping to seize the victory.
It's the kind of triumph
Andreescu has pictured
before, in her daily practice
of creative visualization
which she uses to maintain
her calm and focus.
But when the moment
arrived for real, she said, it
was "surreal".
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oung Indian shuttlers Lakshya Sen and
Riya Mookerjee Tuesday broke into
Y
the top-100 to be placed 76th and 94th
among men's and women's singles players in the latest world badminton rankings.
In the latest BWF rankings, Lakshya
made a massive jump of 28 places while
Riya climbed up 19 spots.
B Sai Praneeth, who stunned Olympic
champion Chen Long before losing in the
final of the Swiss Open against China's Shi
Yuqi at Basel on last Sunday, also moved
up three places to 19th.
Kidambi Srikanth remained static
and is the best placed Indian in the men's
rankings at seventh, followed by Sameer
Verma (14th), H S Prannoy (24th),
Subhankar Dey (43rd), Parupalli Kashyap
(48th), Ajay Jayram (52nd) and Sourav
Verma (53rd).
Japan's Kento Momota is the leading
the men's chart followed by Yuqi and
Chinese Taipei's Chou Tie Chen.
In the women's singles rankings, P V
Sindhu and Saina Nehwal are static at sixth
and ninth positions respectively.
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Chinese Taipei's Tai Tzu Ying is topping the women's singles list ahead of
China's Chen Yufei and Nozomi Okuhara
of Japan.
In men's doubles, the pair of
Satwiksairaj and Chirag Shetty are the best
placed Indians at 24th, while Manu Attri

and B Sumeeth Reddy have dropped a
rung to 27th.
The women's doubles combination of
Ashwini Ponappa and N Sikki Reddy are
static at 23rd spot, while the mixed doubles pair of Ashwini and Rankireddy have
managed to hold on to their 24th position.
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railblazing bowler Rashid
Khan said Afghanistan will
fear no one when the World Cup
starts in May after a maiden Test
win enhanced the reputation of
the rising cricket nation.
Khan, who is one of the
world's leading bowlers in shortform cricket, said Afghanistan's
confidence was growing after
beating Ireland on Monday in just
their second Test match.
The 20-year-old leg-spinner,
who tops the world Twenty20
bowling rankings and lies third in
the 50-over standings, took five
for 82 as Afghanistan beat their
fellow Test newcomers in
Dehradun.
Before an expected starring
role for Sunrisers Hyderabad
when the 2019 Indian Premier
League (IPL) begins at the weekend, Khan said Aghanistan's
cricketers now need only to
believe in themselves.
"We have the talent and we
have the skills," he told AFP in an
interview.
At last year's Asia Cup,
Afghanistan made a breakthrough
by topping their group in the 50over competition ahead of established Test nations Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka.

  $  & 

05?

"How we played in the Asia
Cup was totally different and we
showed that we can beat any side,"
said Khan, whose side even tied
a match with heavyweights India
in the last-four stage.
"The only thing is to believe
in your skills. Just to be relaxed in
big matches and enjoy your
game," he said.
"And that's how we should be
in the World Cup."
War-torn Afghanistan only
gained one-day international
(ODI) status in 2009 and Test status in 2017, but their recent rise
has coincided with Khan's emergence as a world-class spinner.
He made his ODI debut in
2015 as a 17-year-old and credits
fast-paced Twenty20 tournaments
such as the IPL for developing his
bowling repertoire, which
includes a mesmerising googly.
"The IPL gives you lot of
motivation. Once you play in
these leagues, it gives you confidence playing with big players,"
said Khan, who cost Hyderabad
$597,000 in 2017 and took 21
wickets for them last year.
"And then you perform there
on flat wickets like the IPL and
that gives you a kind of satisfaction and confidence that I can
deliver when I am in the national side."
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ayern Munich forward
Thomas Mueller has warned
title rivals Borussia Dortmund
that they cannot afford to slip up
as a nail-biting Bundesliga title
race enters the final stretch.
"They know they can't
afford to make any mistakes,
because we are in really good
shape," Mueller told Germany's
top-selling newspaper Bild on
Tuesday.
Having been six points
behind Dortmund at the beginning of the year, Bayern are now
level on 60 points with eight
games to play, but the defending champions top the table
with a superior goal difference.
In recent weeks, Bayern
have nudged their way into first
place on goal difference, having
scored 17 goals in their last three
games in their bid to win a sev-

enth straight league title.
"Obviously they will have
noticed that we are winning
games by big margins," said
Mueller, who has scored six
league goals this season with
eight assists.
"We are happy that we have
bent the goal difference numbers in our favour. It's never a
bad thing to have that up your
sleeve."
Bayern host Dortmund at
Munich's Allianz Arena on
April 6, in what promises to be
a pivotal fixture in the title race.
"The game against
Dortmund will be an indicator
of where things are going, but
it won't decide the title," said
Mueller.
"There will be a long way to
go after that, and a lot can happen. Especially in the away
games, we need to make sure we
keep winning."
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here has been a lot of
debates on who will be
India's No 4 in the upcoming World Cup. With India skipper Virat Kohli trying a few
options in the just concluded
ODI series against Australia, the
debate continues on who will
finally board the flight to England
when the Indian team leaves for
the World Cup.
Delhi Capitals advisor Sourav
Ganguly and coach Ricky Ponting
believe that Rishabh Pant could be
the answer to India's woes as he
has the temperament and talent to
do the role in England.
"Look at how Pant played in
the last IPL. In ODIs, Pant is coming in and going out because MS
Dhoni is there and that doesn't
help. Pant is your future. For the
next 10 years you will see a lot of
him. He will be a huge asset for
the Indian team," Ganguly said.
Echoing the sentiments,
Ponting added: "I would be picking him in the Indian team as the
batsman for No 4 as he can win
you the game with his talent. We  )%       5  
5X[T?XRcdaT . &     % 5 !      0?
want him to focus on IPL because
(Jasprit) Bumrah, and others. I Ponting feel that he is bowling his
Commenting on Kohli's posiif the boys do well they will get a
have no advise for this team, I just best right now.
tion in the line-up, he said: "Kohli
call for the World Cup."
"Ishant is bowling his best at
hope they play freely.
Ganguly said the Indian can play at any position and will
,-4:
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"Kohli is huge and all gener- the moment, the way he bowled
Premier League (IPL) will decide score runs. But I prefer No.3 for
in
England
and Australia. He is
ations
have
had
such
class
players.
the No 4 slot. "Many choices are him."
05'6''4-6-:&5 '&560=
Every generation has produced working really hard. Test bowling
Ganguly went on to add that
there but I think the IPL will in a
6'50-=''=4%'0-&-'&
champions and Kohli is a cham- is the highest level you have to
way decide who will get that this Indian team doesn't rely
pion but I honestly believe that achieve. Ishant has the ability to
position. I had said (Cheteshwar) heavily on the skipper. "These
8-9-(5 -85050-(554'4==&
this Indian team has the arsenal adjust. You can see he is someone
Pujara because he has been in guys are really good. We didn't
=9,'-6&9-2'&&=059=56054
apart from Kohli to do well. This who is looking to turn it around,"
good form. I saw (Rahul) Dravid think we will lose the final in the
is a very good side which doesn't the former India skipper said.
do the role when I was captain. If Champions Trophy. This team has
'6-
--'4%':=8&=40-25-4
Ponting echoed the sentihave too many weaknesses," he
you don't have an option you can a lot of talent. They will be
='=4:=8
-49:0',%-4=9
ments. "I think Ishant is bowling
said.
try him. Pant or (Ambati) Rayudu favourites to win the trophy even
as
good
as ever. He is more
Delhi
bowler
Ishant
Sharma
could be an option. We can give though I don't believe in the tag.
9-:8&8 =8&(5-4='=4
has been on a roll in red-ball mature and slightly refined. He is
our opinion, but somewhere I feel You have (Shikhar) Dhawan,
cricket and both Ganguly and physically looking good," he said.
Rohit (Sharma), Dhoni, Kohli,
Kohli knows who it should be."
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eight teams playing seven home matches at their respective home venues.
The schedule is balanced in terms
of afternoon matches/weekend matches and travel. The board has factored the
2019 Lok Sabha elections dates/phases in the respective states and cities and
clearance thereof.
Defending champions Chennai
Super Kings (CSK)
will take on Royal
Challengers
Bangalore (RCB) in
Chennai in the IPL
opener, which will
begin on March 23.
The schedule of this year's edition
has been released in parts by the Board
of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)
in view of the upcoming Lok Sabha
polls that would be a staggered process
in seven phases stretched across April
and May.
Earlier, the BCCI announced the
schedule of the first 17 matches that will
be played during the two-week period
from March 23 to April 5 across the
eight home venues of the respective
franchises.
All teams are playing a minimum
of four matches with the newly-christened Delhi Capitals (DC) and Royal
Challengers Bangalore (RCB) playing
five matches in that phase.
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ot playing is not the solution," former Indian skipper Sourav
N
Ganguly stated on Tuesday amid concerns around players' workload with the
World Cup starting only a few days after
the IPL.
There has been a lot of discussion
on how the World Cup-bound players
need to effectively manage their workload during a demanding tournament
like the Indian Premier League. The IPL
ends on May 12, while the World Cup
starts in England from May 30.
"Yes, there is a lot of cricket but you
just play. How many cricketers get to
play 15-16 years of international cricket? I don't think anyone should worry
about being fatigued, being tired. Just
find a way to get fresh," Ganguly said
during an event organised by IPL franchise Delhi Capitals.
Ganguly was recently appointed
advisor of the rechristened Delhi
Capitals. Ganguly said skipping matches is not the way to go.
"... Because I have always said there
is limited time to play this sport.
Getting opportunities at the international level, at the IPL level, this will never
come back, so find a way to get rest, find
a way to stay fresh and keep playing.
"Not playing is not the solution,
even our generation played a lot of cricket. Yes IPL was not there as it came
towards the end of our career but, cricket-wise, it was same.
"I keep saying that before you
realise, you will see 10-12 years have just
flown away. Just make the most of it and
play every possible cricket match you
can," Ganguly advised the present-day
cricketers. Skipper Virat Kohli recently said it is up to the players to realise
the kind of load they are taking, and the
iconic Sachin Tendulkar on Monday
agreed with him.
According to Ganguly, the cricket
boards would be better off with a little
bit of flexibility, leaving the decision on
players. "Decision should be left to the
players. It's their career, you play at the
top level consistently and you can get
injured. And there is no guarantee that
when you play for the country you won't
get injured.
"So there is no hard and fast rule. I
believe in one thing, as a player, when
you get an opportunity, play, never say
I don't want to play."
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he schedule of the group stages of
the 12th edition of the Indian
T
Premier League (IPL) is out with all
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team skipper Virat Kohli,
senior batsman Rohit Sharma and fast
National
bowler Jasprit Bumrah have been included in the top most category of the Board
of Control for India's (BCCI) list of central
contracts.
These three players in the A+ category receive 7 crore each. Kohli, who
became the fastest to reach the milestone
of 10,000 One-Day International (ODI)
runs last year, reportedly earned an estimated $20 million from brand endorsements.
Rohit Sharma, who recently crossed the
8,000-run mark in ODIs, reportedly makes
around $8.6 million from brand endorsements.
Bumrah, the top-ranked ODI bowler in
the ICC rankings, claimed 78 Test wickets,
22 ODI wickets and 8 T20I wickets in 2018.
Introduced for the first time last year,
Kohli, Sharma, Bumrah, Shikhar Dhawan,
and Bhuvneshwar Kumar have made it to
the 'A+' category in 2018. Kumar and
Dhawan have now been demoted from the
top bracket to the 'A' category.
Ravichandran Ashwin, Ravindra Jadeja,
Cheteshwar Pujara, Ajinkya Rahane, Y  $   & 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni, Mohammed
Shami, Ishant Sharma, Kuldeep Yadav and Umesh Yadav, Yuzvendra Chahal and
Rishabh Pant are the other players in the Hardik Pandya.
Kedar Jadhav, Dinesh Karthik, Ambati
'A' category.
The players in this category are paid 5 Rayudu, Manish Pandey, Hanuma Vihari,
Khaleel Ahmed and Wriddhiman Saha are
crore per year.
The 'B' category, which is worth 3 in the 'C' category and take home 1 crore
crore annualy, includes Lokesh Rahul, each.
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oing into the last ODI series
before the upcoming World
Cup — against Australia —
India skipper Virat Kohli had
said that Indian players' performance in the IPL wouldn't have
any bearing with selection in the
squad for the showpiece event.
But with none of the batsmen
managing to secure the No 4
slot post the five ODIs against
the Aussies, the players' performance in the IPL will have a
bearing on the minds of the
selectors when they pick the
squad for the World Cup midApril.
The four primary contenders for the No 4 slot are $%   & 
Ajinkya Rahane, Ambati
Rayudu, Shreyas Iyer and KL the squad for the World Cup.
"With all the chopping and
Rahul. And it all now boils
down to a consistent showing in changing and experimentation
the first half of the cash-rich T20 and recent performances of the
league. A good run here and team, the No.4 slot is not yet
one of these four will be reward- sealed and if you ask me, a couple of other positions are also
ed with a ticket to England.
Speaking to IANS, a senior open since some players have
BCCI official said that recent not developed as well as one
performances have meant that hoped over the last year. With
the first month of the 12th edi- the team selection slated for
tion of the IPL will have to be around April 20, the first month
looked into when MSK Prasad of the IPL will be crucial for the
and his team sit down to pick team selection for the World

Cup," the official said.
Echoing the sentiments, a
source in the team management
said that there are technically
four batsmen who will be fighting it out for the slot and a good
IPL for one of them will definitely make that player a
favourite to seal the position.
"It was thought that the
Australia series would help
cement all spots for the World
Cup. But that hasn't happened
and technically you now have

four batsmen fighting for the
No.4 slot. In fact, coach Ravi
Shastri has even spoken of the
option of having Kohli at 4, but
that then depends on conditions
and match situation. He won't
go into the tournament as
India's no.4," the source told
IANS.
Interestingly, both Rahane
and Iyer are ready for the challenge and feel that a good show
in the IPL will definitely make
them contenders for that No.4
spot that has had players coming in and going out without
consistent success.
"The approach won't be
any different with the World
Cup spot looming because at
the end you are playing cricket, be it the IPL or any other
tournament. You have to score
runs and do well for the team.
The most important thing will
be to think about the Rajasthan
Royals rather than thinking
too much about the road ahead.
If I do well in the IPL, the World
Cup (slot) will automatically
come. I feel it is important to
express yourself and not take
any undue pressure thinking
about things which aren't in
your control. The focus is the
IPL," Rahane told IANS.

D ' 6!(  ) !  ' '!4*('
2edd\Ub_^U_VdXU]_cd
TUcdbeSdYfURQdc]U^*C]YdX
  456&50'



  456&50'

R

ajasthan Royals' Steve
Smith, who is gearing up for
the upcoming edition of the
Indian Premier League (IPL),
praised his teammate Jos Buttler
saying the England international is one of the most

destructive batsmen around
the world.
Smith, who has played two
seasons for the Rajasthan Royals
in the past and led them in
2015, said he is excited to play
alongside the prolific wicketkeeper-batsman as he makes
things easy in the middle.

"Playing alongside Buttler
will be great, batting with him
makes things easier for me. He's
an exciting player and one of the
most destructive batters around
the world. I'm really excited to
play with him," Smith said during a live interaction on franchise's social media platform on
Monday.
Smith returned the side
after serving out a one-year
international suspension for
ball-tampering scandal. His
Australian teammate David
Warner, who is also involved in
the scandal, joined his respective team.
Rajasthan will be playing
their league opener against
Kings XI Punjab at the Sawai
Mansingh Stadium, Jaipur, on
March 26.
"The Rajasthan Royals are
a great franchise... Great people
and hopefully we have a great
year," Smith said.

irat Kohli is not a "shrewd captain"
who could be compared to his
V
national team deputy Rohit Sharma or

former skipper Mahendra Singh
Dhoni, who have won three IPL titles
each, feels former KKR captain
Gautam Gambhir.
The former India opener, who led
Kolkata Knight Riders to two IPL trophies in 2012 and 2014, feels that in
result oriented franchise environment, Kohli has been "lucky" to have
survived despite Royal Challengers
Bangalore (RCB) never winning the
coveted title in his eight years as skipper.
"I don't see him as a shrewd captain. I don't see him as a tactful captain (tactician). And he hasn't won the
IPL. So ultimately, a captain is only as
good as his record," Gambhir told on
host broadcasters' Star Sport show
'GamePlan'.
Gambhir's comments is specific to
Kohli's success as a leader in IPL since
he is the first captain who has led India
to a Test series win on Australian soil.
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"There are people who have won
the trophy three times. MS Dhoni and
Rohit Sharma. So I think he has a long

way to go. You cannot compare him to
someone like Rohit or Dhoni at this
stage," Gambhir said.

"He has been a part of RCB, and
captaining RCB for the last seven to
eight years, and he has been very lucky
and should be thanking the franchise
that they stuck with him. Because not
many captains have got such a long
rope where they haven't won a tournament," said Gambhir, who had to
part ways with KKR in 2018 after
seven long years and two titles.
Gambhir's last IPL season was
with Delhi Daredevils where he
stepped down from captaincy midway
after his run in the tournament went
from bad to worse.
However, another former skipper
Sourav Ganguly, who had a tumultuous time as KKR captain, felt that
there should be no questions about
Kohli's captaincy.
"If you talk about Virat Kohli and
keeping him as a captain, just look at
what he has done. What he has done
with the bat in every format of the
game. Absolute champion.
And he deserves to be captain of
RCB for whatever period of time. I am
sure he will turn it around," Ganguly
said.

