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Opp backs Mamata, slams EC
Opp delegation, led by Cong’s Singhvi, calls on Election Commission
PNS n NEW DELHI

united Opposition on
A
Thursday came out in support of West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
after the Election Commission’s
decision to cut short campaigning by 20 hours in the
State in the aftermath of clashes between Trinamool
Congress (TMC) and BJP
workers during Amit Shah’s
roadshow on Tuesday evening.
A delegation of the
Opposition leaders, led by
Congress leader Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, took up the
issue with the EC.
Opposition leaders in the
delegation — Singhvi, BSP
chief Mayawati, Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu, Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) chief
Arvind Kejriwal, CPI (M) general secretary Sitaram Yechury,
DMK chief MK Stalin, and
AIMIM chief Asaduddin
Owaisi — questioned the logic
behind EC’s decision to cut
short campaigning. They asked
what prevented the poll body
from stopping the election
campaigning immediately.
In first such action in
India’s electoral history, the
EC had on Wednesday ordered
campaigning in nine West
Bengal constituencies to end at
10 pm on Thursday, a day
before its scheduled deadline,
following violence between
BJP and TMC workers in
Kolkata during a roadshow by
BJP chief Amit Shah.
Earlier, Mayawati came out

CAPSULE
PROBE IN BOFORS PAYOFF
TO CONTINUE, SAYS CBI

New Delhi: The CBI probe into
the Bofors case pertaining to the
alleged `64 crore kickbacks in
the purchase of the Swedish
artillery guns will continue,
officials said on Thursday.

SC TO HEAR MUSLIM
WOMAN TALAQ NOTICES

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Thursday agreed to hear a
Muslim woman’s plea
challenging the two talaq notices
given by her husband and
seeking direction for registration
of FIR against the man.

HAASAN’S ANTICIPATORY
BAIL ORDER RESERVED

Madurai: The Madras High Court
on Thursday reserved its order
on the anticipatory bail petition
filed by MNM chief Kamal
Haasan over his “free India’s first
extremist was a Hindu” remark
made during an election meeting
in the Aravkurichi Assembly
constituency.

NSG COMMANDOS SUMMIT
EVEREST IN 1ST ATTEMPT

New Delhi: Commandos of the
premier counter-terror force NSG
on Thursday created history as
they scaled the Mount Everest,
the world’s highest peak, in their
maiden attempt, a senior official
said. A seven-member team of
the NSG, led by Lt Col JP Kumar,
accomplished the task.

West Bengal Chief Minister and Trinamool Congress chief Mamata Banerjee greets supporters during an election rally on the
last day of campaigning ahead of the seventh and final phase of Lok Sabha polls in Kolkata on Thursday
PTI

in support of Mamata Banerjee.
“Election Commission has
banned campaigning in West
Bengal, but from 10 pm today
just because the PM has two
rallies during the day. When
they had to put a ban why not
from morning? This is unfair.
the EC is acting under pressure,” the BSP chief said.
Mayawati added, “It is clear
that PM Modi, Amit Shah, and
their leaders are targeting
Mamata Banerjee. This is
planned targeting. This is a
very dangerous and unjust
trend and one which doesn’t

suit the PM of the country.”
The Congress too accused
the EC of losing its credibility
and independence and said
time has come to review the
process of the poll panel’s
appointment. Asking whether
the model code of conduct had
become the “Modi code of
misconduct”, Congress’ chief
spokesperson
Randeep
Surjewala said the EC order
curtailing campaigning in
Bengal by 20 hours is a “dark
spot” on India’s democracy
and institutions like the
Election Commission.

“It appears the Election
Commission’s action is a parting gift” to Modi and the BJP
to ensure Modi’s two preannounced election rallies in
Mathurapur and Dum Dum on
Thursday are not hit, Surjewala
alleged.
Kejriwal said the people of
the State will give a befitting
reply to the “perpetrators of
violence and hooliganism”.
Chandrababu Naidu too
threw his weight behind
Mamata. “It is disturbing to see
prompt action by the ECI on a
complaint by the BJP and Amit

Shah in Bengal, while conveniently ignoring the complaints
of TMC,” Naidu tweeted.
Saying that it is high time
that the poll panel acts on complaints by the Opposition,
Naidu said, “Giving clean chit
to Narendra Modi, taking
unjustified prompt action after
false complaints by BJP, wilful
inaction on genuine complaints
by Opposition parties clearly
raise doubts about the neutrality, impartiality, and fairness
of the ECI.”
Accusing the EC of going
against all norms of democratic fair play, SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav said, “The EC’s decision
to curtail campaigning in
Bengal is against all norms of
democratic fair play. I fully support @MamataOfficial ji in
her fight to stop the undemocratic march of the two and a
half men who have used and
abused every institution of our
country for their own gain.”
CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury asked if the
poll body had set the time to
allow Modi to address two rallies in Bengal in the afternoon.
“If a ban is intended for 72
hours, why is it starting at 10
pm tomorrow? Is it to allow the
two rallies of the Prime
Minister before that?” Yechury
tweeted.
DMK president MK Stalin
tweeted, “Ban on campaign in
nine constituencies in
#WestBengal. The EC has one
set of rules for the Opposition
and another for the ruling
party. Highly condemnable.”
Continued on Page 4

We don’t seek alms, Didi
snubs PM’s statue pledge
PNS n MAU (UP)/
MANDIRBAZAR(WB)

est Bengal Chief Minister
W
Mamata Banerjee and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
attacked each other on
Thursday over the smashing of
the bust of Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar in the violence during BJP chief Amit Shah’s roadshow in Kolkata on Tuesday
and traded barbs over building
a new statue of the 19th century
Bengali icon.
Hours before the bitter
campaign came to an end on
Thursday night, curtailed by a
day by the Election
Commission, Modi said his
Government was committed
towards Vidyasagar’s vision
and promised to install his
grand statue at the same spot
in Kolkata.
Rejecting Modi’s offer,
Mamata said Bengal does not
need BJP’s money and that the
State has enough to rebuild the
statue. “We do not seek alms
from the BJP,” said Mamata.
The Prime Minister and
the Trinamool Congress
(TMC) supremo also traded
charges as to who was responsible for the vandalisation of the
bust. While Modi said the bust
was vandalised by “TMC goondas”. Mamata claimed it was
BJP “hooligans” who had
destroyed the heritage of West
Bengal.
“We have been witnessing
the attitude of Didi for long and
now the country is also seeing
it. Dedicated to the vision of
Ishwar Chand Vidyasagar, our

Prime Minister Narendra Modi speaks during an election rally for the last phase of
Lok Sabha polls in Kolkata on Thursday
PTI

Government will install a
panchdhatu (made up of five
metals) statue at the very spot
and give a reply to TMC goondas,” Modi told a rally in Mau
in Uttar Pradesh.
“The statue of Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar was broken by TMC goondas during
the roadshow of BJP president
Amit Shah. Those involved in
this act should be given exemplary punishment,” the Prime
Minister said.
Addressing another rally at

Mathurapur in West Bengal,
Modi alleged that the West
Bengal Police, in connivance
with the State Government, was
trying to wipe out evidence of
the vandalisation.
“Those involved in the act
of vandalising the statue should
be given exemplary punishment,” Modi said, adding,
“Police officers are trying to
wipe out the evidence of the
incident in order to save the
TMC goons.”
Continued on Page 4

Pragya says sorry on Godse Cong will forgo PM’s post
after Opp flak, BJP reproof if it stops Modi, hints Azad

JeM commander
among six ultras
shot, Army jawan
martyred in J&K

PNS n NEW DELHI

he assassin of Mahatma
Gandhi, Nathuram Godse,
is in the centre of a fresh controversy as BJP’s Bhopal Lok
Sabha candidate Sadhvi Pragya
Thakur on Thursday described
Godse a “deshbhakt”.
However, she retracted her
statement soon and apologised
with her party condemning
the comment, but not before
the Opposition Congress went
to town alleging that insulting
martyrs is in the DNA of the
saffron party. The Congress
also sought an apology from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The Election Commission
has (EC) sought a report from
Madhya Pradesh chief electoral
officer by Friday on Pragya’s
statement.
Talking to a news channel
on Thursday, Pragya had said,
“Nathuram Godse was a deshbhakt (patriot), he is and will
remain a deshbhakt. Those
calling him a terrorist should
instead look at themselves.
They will be given a befitting
reply in this election.”
Pragya made the statement
in response to a question over
actor-turned-politician Kamal

T

Haasan’s remarks that Godse
was Independent India’s first
terrorist. The BJP condemned
Pragya’s praise for Godse and
asked her to tender an apology in public.
“We completely disagree
with her statement with regard
to Mahatma Gandhi. We
strongly condemn this statement. The party will seek clarification from her. It would be
proper for her to tender a
public apology for her objectionable statement,” BJP
spokesperson GVL Narasimha
Rao said in a statement.
Congress’ chief spokesper-

son Randeep Surjewala said, “It
is clear, the BJP people are the
descendants of Godse. BJP
people say Godse was a patriot and martyr Hemant Karkare
was a traitor. Culture of violence and insulting martyrs is
the DNA of the BJP.”
He said, “Modi-Amit Shah
ji’s favourite BJP leader Pragya
Thakur once again insulted
the whole nation by calling
Gandhi’s killer Nathuram
Godse ‘a true patriot’.”
The BJP, through its leaders, is repeatedly launching
“malicious attacks” on the
Father of the Nation’s thinking,
path and ideology, Surjewala
alleged.
“This is a conspiracy to
insult Gandhian principles.
This is an unforgivable crime
which the country will not
forgive,” he said. “If Modi ji has
some wisdom then he should
punish Pragya Thakur and
apologise to the country,”
Surjewala said.
Pragya had started her
election campaign by claiming
that late Mumbai Police AntiTerrorist Squad chief Hemant
Karkare was killed in 26/11
Mumbai terror attack because
she had cursed him.

PNS n NEW DELHI/PATNA

MOHIT KANDHARI n JAMMU

he Leader of Opposition in
T
the Rajya Sabha and senior
Congress leader Ghulam Nabi

ix terrorists, including a top
SMohammad
commander of Jaish-e(JeM), a Pakistani

Azad on Wednesday hinted
that his party was ready to give
up claims on the Prime
Minister’s post to prevent the
BJP-led NDA return to power.
Azad’s statement is being
seen as a subtle hint to allies as
well as prospective partners of
the Congress that the grand old
party was flexible on the choice
of Prime Minister and would
not force them to accept the
leadership of Rahul Gandhi.
Interacting with media in
Patna, Azad said, “We have
already made our stand clear.
If a consensus is made in the
favour of Congress, then the
party will take the leadership
but our aim has always been
that NDA Government should
not come. We will go with the
unanimous decision.”
“We are not going to make
an issue that we (Congress) will
not let anyone else become the
Prime Minister if it is not
offered to us (Congress). We
are in the last phase of elections
and I can say on the basis of my

national, were gunned down by
the joint teams of security
forces, while an Army jawan
attained martyrdom, three others sustained injuries and a
civilian lost his life in two separate gunfights in South
Kashmir’s Pulwama and
Shopian districts on Thursday.
According to police spokesman, “Three terrorists were
killed in Dalipora of Pulwama
and three others in Handew of
Shopian on Thursday.”
Violent protests were
reported from Pulwama soon
after the gunbattle. Curfew
like restrictions have been
clamped in Pulwama town and
surrounding villages. Mobile
internet have been snapped as
a precautionary step.
Separatists have called
shutdown on Friday against the
recent killings.
Till the time of filing the
report, another fierce gun battle was going on in Kandi area
of North Kashmir Kupwara.
Detailed report on P5

experience during campaigning across the country that neither BJP nor NDA is going to
return to power at the Centre.
“Narendra Modi is also
not going to become the Prime
Minister for the second time...
Non-NDA
non-BJP
Government will be installed at
the Centre after the Lok Sabha
elections,” Azad said.
Leaders such as MK Stalin,
Tejashwi Yadav and even
Arvind Kejriwal have said they
are ready to support Rahul.
Criticising the saffron

party, Azad said the BJP has
been “thoroughly exposed”
after coming to power at the
Centre as it has followed its ideology of “creating hatred and
divide” in society.
Azad also condemned the
smashing of the bust of Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar, a noted
philosopher and a Bengal icon,
during the clash between BJP
and TMC supporters during
Amit Shah’s roadshow in
Kolkata on Tuesday and said
stern action should be taken
against the guilty.

Books on PM Modi in demand in Varanasi
PTI n VARANASI

mid election fever in
A
Varanasi, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s popularity
in this holy city can be seen
from streets to stands, with
booksellers saying titles written on him are flying off the
shelf ahead of the polls in his
constituency.
Among the books doing
well are “The Real Modi” and
“Narendra
Modi:
Ek
Sakaratmak Soch”, according to
booksellers in the temple town.
While the first one is an old
paperback edition in Hindi, it
is the second title that is catching the eyes of readers in the
temple town.
Printed by publisher
Apurva Shah of Ahmedabad,
“Narendra
Modi:
Ek
Sakaratmak Soch” is an unusual book as it is shaped like a
cut-out put up during election
rallies. Amit Singh, propri-

etor of the nearly 50-year-old
Universal Book Company,
located near the famous
Godowlia Chowk in the city,
pointed to a row of standing
miniature Modi cut-outs
stacked on a bookshelf next to
a Shiv Khera title.
“Those cut-outs are not
poll merchandises, but actually a book published by
Navrang Printers and people
are lapping it up for its quirky
design. This book and ‘The
Real Modi’ are selling like hot
cakes, or should I say hot
chai,” Singh told PTI.
The book cover shows a
image of Modi wearing a khadi
kurta over a churidar pyjama
and the content is printed
bilingually, one side completely
in English and the other side
in Hindi. “During Modi’s roadshow here ahead of filing nomination for the 2019 polls, a
life-size version of the same
book was put up as part of the

rally,” Singh said.
The book, which is about
11 inches long, saw a third edition coming out in March, and
the number of pages correspond to Modi’s age, he said. It
is divided into several segments and in the preface written by Shah, reference has
been made to the surgical
strike and the airstrike, besides
Modi government’s flagship
schemes like ‘Swachh Bharat’
and ‘Beti Bachao-Beti Padhao’.
From Modi’s birthplace

Vadnagar in Gujarat, the
unique-looking book takes
readers to his work regimen at
7, Race Course Road, the official residence of the Prime
Minister. Singh claimed “The
Real Modi” is a bestseller
throughout the year, but lately its sales have gone up, given
the election fever gripping the
people here. At Indica Books,
publisher of a popular graphic novel-styled book “A
Pilgrimage to Kashi”, a dummy
book cover of “From Mahatma

Gandhi to Modi” dangles outside the shop. A staff said, “We
are awaiting copies of his book,
people want to read about
Modi and his life.”
Universal Book’s Singh
said other titles are also selling
well. “One such book is ‘RSS
360 degrees’ and during election there is a renewed interest among readers about this
book,” he said.
But, it’s not just bookshelves that are filled with
publications on Modi this election season, in streets and in
corner shops, Modi banners
and posters can be seen.
Several autorickshaws plying in Varanasi can been carrying a poster of Modi’s poll
campaign, bearing slogans like
— ‘Modi hai to mumkin hai’ or
‘Aatank ko muhtod jawab’. “At
DLW Maidan, some BJP workers pasted these Modi posters
behind my auto,” said an
autorickshaw driver.

BSP chief Mayawati and SP chief Akhilesh Yadav wave at supporters at an election rally in Varanasi on Thursday
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Rahul Gandhi kept mum when Mayawati comes out in support of Didi,
flays PM, BJP for Kolkata violence
Aiyar abused PM: Shah
PNS n LUCKNOW

PNS n LUCKNOW

uestioning Congress
president
Rahul
Gandhi’s silence over
the utterances of Mani Shankar
Aiyar against the Prime
Minister, Bharatiya Janata Party
president Amit Shah said that
people would not tolerate the
insult of Narendra Modi and
give a befitting reply to these
parties in election.
“It is no secret that Sam
Pitroda is the guru of Rahul
Baba and Mani Shankar is his
confidant. They are uttering
derogatory words against the
Prime Minister but Rahul is
silent. He should speak out
whether he approves Aiyar’s
statements or not,” Shah said in
a series of rallies held in
Maharajganj and Fefana and
Sikandarpur in Ballia on
Thursday.
Shah was reacting to Aiyar’s
statement in which he justified
his “neech” remark against the
Prime Minister.
The BJP president said that
the Centre had worked tirelessly for full five years for the welfare of the people on the principle of ‘sabka saath, sabka vikas’.
“Around 26 lakh poor in UP
have been given free health care
service under Ayushman Bharat
scheme and work have been
done on roads, hospitals,
schools, drinking water and for
providing jobs to the youths,” he
said.
Attacking the Congress,
Shah said: “Rahul Baba is not
giving any account of the 55
years of Congress rule, which
pulled the country backward.
Instead, they are asking us about
our five-year rule. The people of
the country will never forgive
the Congress for its anti-people
policies. A BJP government is a
must at the Centre so that corruption does not return to the
country.”
The BJP chief also attacked
BSP chief Mayawati and SP
president Akhilesh Yadav, holding them responsible for the
backwardness of UP. “Leaders of
these parties only filled their
pockets in the name of schemes
for the poor but did nothing for
society or the country,” he said.
Addressing a rally in
Maharajganj to support BJP
candidate Pankaj Chaudhary,
Shah said that achhe din had
returned in UP after the BJP
government came to power and
people were getting benefits of
government schemes without
any bias.
Mentioning local BJP MP
Pankaj Chaudhary, Shah said
that he had done several works
in his constituency and was
therefore very popular among
the masses.
Union Minister of State for

allying behind Chief
Minister, Mamata Banerjee,
R
Bahujan Samaj Party chief

Q

Five held with drugs
Muzaffarnagar: Police on
Thursday seized drugs worth `1
crore from a truck here and
arrested five people, a senior
officer said. Acting on a tip-off,
a police team raided a truck stationed outside a restaurant here
and recovered 2004 kg toda
post, SP Ajay Kumar said. The
contraband was being smuggled from Haryana and five
men have been arrested. PTI

NOTICE
I hereto known as Niaz
Bano D/o Nawab Husain
Faruki R/o Tarin Jalal Nagar
Shahjhanpur Uttar Pradesh242001 have changed my
name and shall hereafter be
known as Nazneen Bano.

NOTICE
"Let it be known to the people in general and in particular
that Rishab Agarwal, S/o
Sandeep Agarwal, R/o 143/66A, Ram Kishan Park, Police
Station-Aminabad, Lucknow226018, U.P., From now on
and in future shall be known as
'Rishabh Agarwal' and in all the
document pertaining to him."

BJP president Amit Shah along with Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and party candidate Ravi Kishan during a
PTI
roadshow in Gorakhpur on Thursday

BJP govt restored law
of land in UP: Yogi
PNS n LUCKNOW

Bharatiya Janata Party came to
power in Uttar Pradesh and
forced criminals to flee, and
this resulted in the flow of
investments into the state.
“The Samajwadi Party and
Bahujan Samaj Party regimes
were corrupt and they patronised criminals. Goons of these
parties had occupied government land during their regimes
but when we came to power,
we freed the land and opened
hospitals, gaushalas and leased
out the remaining land to the
poor,” Yogi said while addressing rallies in Ghazipur and
Pipraich on Thursday.
“Because of the BJP government, there is fear in the
mind of goondas and this has
been possible because of the
support of locals,” he said.
Hitting out at opposition
leaders who claim that no
development has taken place
in UP in the last two years,
Yogi said, “Jin logon ko bhagwan ne drishti hi nahin di,
unhe vikas kabhi nahin dikhe-

ga.” (Those who are blind,
cannot see development).
“The government has
worked in all sectors. Farmers
are getting good remunerative
price of their produce, the
poor have got free power connections, subsidised houses
and free gas connections. The
Congress during its rule
ignored farmers, soldiers and
youth but since Narendra
Modi has come to power all
problems are being solved,” he
said.
Yogi specifically spoke
about One Rank One Pension
and said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi implemented
the scheme which was not
even considered during previous regimes.
Talking about the achievements of the Modi government, Yogi said that due to the
Prime Minister’s far-reaching
foreign policies, India had
started being known for its
power globally. “Now terrorists
are also aware of the fact that
because of the stringent rules,
they cannot even plan to harm
our country,” he said.
“The Prime Minister
extended benefits of govern-

ment schemes like concrete
houses, free cooking gas and
electricity connections, toilets
and many more to poor families without any bias. If development work has been done
without bias, then you must
cast your vote for Modiji,” he
said.
Yogi even questioned the
rationale of opposition parties
asking the caste of the Prime
Minister.
“This was done with the
sole aim of weakening the
country,” he said.
Giving assurance to the
people, the Chief Minister
said that after the BJP returned
to power, no one would have
to worry about development.
“The BJP government is
committed towards it.
Gorakhpur fertiliser factory,
which is going to start soon,
will not only create huge job
opportunities but farmers will
get benefited too. Soon production of bio petrol and
diesel will start in sugar mills
we have installed. Many mills
were shut down during previous regimes but when we took
over, we brought them back to
life,” Yogi said.

Finance, Shiv Pratap Shukla,
who was also present, said that
only Narendra Modi could give
a strong government at the
Centre and all should support
him to make the country a
developed nation.

In his address, BJP candidate Pankaj Chaudhary said
that the BJP government had
given benefits of welfare schemes
to the last person in the society
and written a new chapter in
development.

Later in the evening, Shah
held a roadshow in Gorakhpur
in support of party candidate
and Bhojpuri cine-star Ravi
Kishan. Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath accompanied him in
the roadshow.

hief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that law of
C
the land was restored after the

Congress to stamp out
corruption, says Rahul
PNS n LUCKNOW

ongress president Rahul
Gandhi stressed that if his
C
government came to power at
the Centre, government offices
would become totally corruption-free.
Rahul Gandhi also
promised the voters that if
voted to power, the Congress
would refuel the engine of
country’s economy through its
proposed ‘NYAY’ scheme.
Addressing an election
meeting in support of Congress
candidate RPN Singh in
Kushinagar on Thursday, Rahul
expressed concern over corruption rampant in government
departments and said,
“Congress is committed to
wiping out corruption. In India,
youths want to set up industries
like in China and Japan but
their efforts go haywire due to
corruption.”
He promised tax sops to all
industries for the first three
years of their coming into existence.
Attacking Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Rahul said
that he (PM) was only lying
before the people. “We have
worked in Chhattisgarh,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan

and waived farm loans without
bias. Even, former MP Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan’s brother has been
benefitted from it,” he said.
The Congress president
charged that the Prime
Minister and Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister had falsely
promised to reopen Padrauna
sugar mills in 100 days.
“The chowkidar with 56inch chest waived Rs 5.55 lakh
crore loans of industrialists
and several of them ran away
with the money. I want to give
this money to the poor,” he
said.
Accusing the Prime
Minister of taking ‘fuel out of
the engine of the country’s
economy’, Rahul said that if
voted to power, his party would
refuel it through the ‘NYAY’
scheme. “We want to return
what Modi has snatched from

you all,” he told the gathering.
Rahul said that economists
had approved the NYAY
scheme in Congress poll manifesto which promises Rs
72,000 per year to the poor.
“Modi went for demonetisation and GST (Goods and
Services Tax) without advise
from economists, leading to
closure of several shops and
industrial units due to which
lakhs of people lost their jobs.
But our NYAY scheme will
generate jobs,” he claimed.
Rahul also promised to
give 22 lakh government jobs
within a year of Congress coming to power while 10 lakh jobs
would be generated in the
Panchayats.
On the promises made in
Congress manifesto, he said
farmers had suggested that
they be told in advance how
much funds would be allocated for them at the beginning of
every financial year and the
party had accepted it.
“Two budgets will be
made. The one for farmers will
be presented in the Lok Sabha
before the general budget,”
Gandhi said, adding the
Congress has decided that no
farmer will be put in jail for not
clearing debt after 2019.

Mayawati hit out at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
the Bharatiya Janata Party for
the violence in Kolkata during
its party chief Amit Shah’s
roadshow on Tuesday and
questioned the Election
Commission’s order cutting
short campaigning in West
Bengal by 19 hours.
“The BJP and RSS were
responsible for the violence in
Kolkata to divert public attention from the failure of the
Central government. The PM
has been targeting the Mamata
(Banerjee) government for a
long time,” Mayawati said.
In a statement released in
Lucknow on Thursday, the
BSP chief said the country
knows the reality of violent
incidents in West Bengal and
how the BJP is trying to create
disturbances there.
“The manner in which the
guru and chela are after the
Mamata government is also
indicative of a ‘dangerous
design’ which is not only wrong
but unjustified. Such a conspiracy to defame Mamata and her
government is unbecoming of
a PM,” she charged.
“The BJP tried to create
similar situation in Uttar
Pradesh as well but we were
cautious and prevented it,” she
said.
Mayawati also slammed
the Election Commission for
ending the campaigning in
West Bengal on Thursday night
and asked whether it was waiting for the Prime Minister to
complete his public meetings

SP President Akhilesh Yadav, BSP chief Mayawati, RLD leader Ajit Singh and other leaders of the alliance wave at supporters
PTI
during an election campaign rally in Varanasi on Thursday

and create hurdle before others.
“This time the Election
Commission has failed to hold
free and fair polls in the country and it seems that a political party is dictating its terms,”
she alleged.
After the clash between
Bharatiya Janata Party and
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
supporters in Kolkata, the
Election Commission on
Wednesday ordered that campaigning in nine West Bengal
constituencies would end at 10
pm on Thursday, a day before
its scheduled deadline.
Deputy
Election
Commissioner Chandra
Bhushan Kumar had said that
it was for the first time that
such an action had been taken
using constitutional powers of
the panel. The Election
Commission invoked Article
324 of the Constitution to curtail campaigning for the last
phase of the election.
Meanwhile, in yet another

personal attack on the Prime
Minister, BSP chief Mayawati
on Thursday said how could
one expect Narendra Modi to
respect women when he could
not respect his wife.
Addressing an election
rally in Varanasi along with
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav and RLD’s Ajit Singh,
Mayawati targeted Modi and
BJP president Amit Shah, saying the “government of guru
and chela” would be ousted
from power on May 23, the day
results of Lok Sabha polls
would be announced.
The BSP chief again alleged
that women in the BJP were
scared of their husbands meeting the Prime Minister fearing
they might also “abandon their
wives”. “As the election is coming to an end Modi now
remembers women and talks
about giving them respect....
How can one expect Modi,
who cannot respect his wife, to
do so for mothers and sisters,”

Mayawati said.
The BSP chief also questioned the Prime Minister on
his caste. She claimed Modi had
“lost his sleep” after it became
clear that the SP-BSP-RLD
grand-alliance was winning.
Varanasi, where Modi is
pitted against alliance candidate
Shalini Yadav, goes to poll in
the seventh and last phase on
May 19.
Addressing the rally,
Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav said that after
May 23, the country would get
a new prime minister.
He accused Modi of selling
“false dreams” to the people
and then “betraying” them.
He said the BJP and Modi had
promised to transform
Varanasi into Kyoto (city of
Japan), but failed.
RLD chief Ajit Singh
alleged that Modi failed to
provide jobs to youths and
bulldozed institutions such as
the CBI and the RBI.

BJP govt did nothing
during its 5-year
term: Priyanka
PNS n LUCKNOW

ongress general secretary
and east UP in-charge
C
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said
that except for self-publicity,
the Bharatiya Janata Party did
nothing during its five-year
tenure at the Centre.
Addressing a poll meeting
in support of journalist-turned
Congress candidate Supriya
Shrinate in Maharajganj on
Thursday, Priyanka said, “They
(BJP) were interested only in
self-publicity while farmers,
youths and poor were facing all
types of problems. I ask the BJP
candidate and five-time MP
what he has done for the constituency and its people during
his long stint in Parliament.”
The Congress star campaigner further charged that the
crop insurance premium of
over `10,000 crore only fattened
the purse of industrialist friends
of Modi.
“Demonetisation and GST
(Goods and Services Tax) have
wreaked the economy while
MGNREGA, which had helped
farmers during the United
Progressive Alliance regime,
was weakened,” she said.
“We are confident that after
coming to power, the MGNREGA would be strengthened by
increasing the labour days from
100 to 150. Labourers would get
wages regularly,” she added.
Priyanka accused the prime
minister of solely concentrating
on marketing strategies and
dubbed him “arrogant”.
“In the past five years,
Modi was seen going to every
place across the world, but he
never bothered to meet farmers of his own country,” she said
terming the PM anti-farmer.
She lambasted the government over an initiative it took
for farmers. “They have
announced `6,000 per year for
farmers under the Kisan
Samman Yojana scheme. But
the scheme is an insult to farmers as a family of five would get
just `2 per day,” she said.
In comparison, the
Congress had announced the
Nyuntam Aay Yojana (NYAY)
under which `72,000 would be
given every year to each poor
family,” the Congress leader
said.

Commenting on the job situation, she said, “Five crore jobs
were destroyed in the past five
years. As many as 24 lakh posts
are lying vacant in government departments while 50
lakh people lost their jobs due
to demonetisation.” She
promised that the Congress
would fill vacant posts in government departments.
Priyanka claimed that the
BJP’s sole motive was to grab
power at any cost but the future
of the country was safe only in
the hands of Congress and
hence people should vote for
the party candidate.
“Congress has never lied to
the people and has always
worked on ground. If our party
forms a government at the
Centre, it will bring a farmer
and development-oriented budget. We want to fight for everyone and hence vote Congress to
power at the Centre and
strengthen your future,” she
exhorted the people, reminding
them of the elusive achhey din
promised by the BJP during the
last parliamentary poll.
In her address, Congress
candidate Supriya Shrinate said
that the entry of Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra in politics was
the start of a new political era
in the country. She urged people of her constituency to be
cautious of parties like the BJP
which only had jumlebazi to
offer.
Maharajganj will witness a
triangular contest between sitting BJP candidate Pankaj
Chaudhary, Samajwadi Party
candidate Akhilesh Singh and
Congress’ Supriya Shrinate.
Polling will be held in this
constituency on May 19 and the
campaigning will end on Friday
evening.
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Youth stalking girl lands up
in hospital after thrashing
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

youth, identified as
Mohammed Kamran,
allegedly attempted to
molest a 20-year-old college girl
in Mashakganj area under
Wazirganj police station
around 9 am on Thursday.
However, the girl slapped
Kamran after which he and his
and his two unidentified
accomplices thrashed her.
Later, locals and passersby
caught hold of Kamran and
gave him a sound thrashing.
There were reports that the agitated crowd threw boiling oil
on Kamran and he sustained
burns while his aides managed
to escape.
The girl was rushed to
Balrampur Hospital from
where she was discharged after
being administered first aid.
However, refuting reports
that boiling oil was thrown on
Kamran, Wazirganj inspector
AK Singh claimed he lost control while fleeing and fell on the

There were
reports that
boiling oil was
thrown at the
accused, but
police said he fell
on a ‘kadhai’ at a
halwai’s shop and
sustained burns

A

‘kadhai’ at a roadside eatery.
The police said Kamran
and his four unidentified
accomplices had a clash with
Aman, Prince Aqeel and
Manish on Wednesday over a
similar incident with the same
girl who is also a resident of
Mashakganj. However, the
groups had struck a compromise later.
Sources said Kamran
would stealthily stalk the girl
and he was doing the same on
Wednesday when he was con-

fronted. Kamran, along with
his aides, used to stalk to girl
when she would go to her college in Qaiserbagh.
The girl, who is pursuing
graduation, confronted him
when she noticed that she was
being followed by him and his
friends. She asked them to
keep distance and then started
ignoring him. On Thursday,
when Kamran acted fresh with
her, she slapped him. Angered
over this, he and his friends
started beating her up.

She raised an alarm when
one of Kamran’s aides picked
up a brick to attack her and it
drew the attention of locals and
passersby. The crowd chased
Kamran and his accomplices
when they continued to abuse
the girl and pass indecent
remarks. “Kamran was beaten
up while his aides managed to
escape. In a bid to flee, he
entered a halwai’s shop and
tripped on a ‘kadhai’ filled
with scalding oil which fell n
him and he sustained severe
burns,” the police said.
He was rushed to
Balrampur Hospital where his
condition was said to be critical. His father Hussain Ali
lodged an FIR alleging that a
rival group made a murderous
attack on him to settle scores.
He also alleged the role of cops
in the incident.
The inspector said investigations had been launched to
examine various aspects and no
one found guilty would be
spared.

School students taking part in an awareness rally taken out from 1090 crossing on the occasion of National Dengue Day on Thursday
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DM conducts training Over 60 city monuments to come under ASI
of counting personnel O
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

ver 60 heritage monuments of Lucknow which
come under the Archaeological
Survey of India will get their
own byelaws which will help
them in regulating the construction activities around
them. Sibtainabad Imambara
was one of the first monuments
which got its own set of byelaws
in the city recently. A senior
official from the ASI, while
talking to The Pioneer, said that
they had completed the geo
mapping of all the monuments
and submitted it to the
Regional Office.
“They will make the
byelaws for these monuments,”
he said. Elaborating on the fact
as to why the need for these
byelaws arose, he said, that
every monument had a charac-

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

istrict Magistrate Kaushal
Raj Sharma presided over
a meeting for training of counting personnel at Scientific
Convention Centre on
Thursday. The votes will be
counted at Ramabai Ambedkar
Rally Sthal in Lucknow on
May 23.
The meeting was attended
by the senior officials from the
district administration and
basic shiksha adhikari. The
DM, who is also the district
election officer, said it was
necessary for the counting parties to reach the venue at 6 am.
“No one will be allowed to
take any mobile or electronic
gadget inside the counting
area,” he said. He added that
tables would be allotted to the
polling personnel on the basis
of appointment letters.
“There will be one microobserver present at each table
and their duty is to ensure that
the process is fair,” he said.

D

Sharma said the address on
the case of EVMs should be
matched with the booths and
polling agents be informed
about which booth the EVM
belongs to. “The control unit of
the machine should be taken
out of the carrying case and it
should be taken into account
that the pink paper seal, strip
seal and green paper seal and
all-green paper seal are as per
the number series. The strip
seal should be cut carefully so
that the series number of the
green paper seal remains
intact,” the DM said.
“The result button should
be pressed without taking out
the special tag. When the result
button is pressed, the display
unit will show the total number of votes cast and the series
will be displayed as per the
series of candidates. One
should be careful that once the
display is carried out, it is
shown to the micro-observers
and polling agents,” he added.
The DM said that the vote

count needed to be announced
by the observers in such a
manner that polling agents
and counting assistants could
listen to it properly.
The DM also carried out
the training for counting of
postal ballot at Collectorate. He
said for the counting of postal
ballot, ten tables would be
kept for the Lucknow Lok
Sabha constituency and six for
Mohanlalganj.
“The counting personnel
should ensure whether or not
the series number is there on
both the envelopes. If it is not
there on both the envelopes,
the ballot must be rejected.
They should take out the 13A
declaration forms of voters
and see whether their names,
address and signatures as well
as the address of gazetted officer and voter is given or not. It
will also be seen whether or not
the designation of gazetted
officer is given, and if any of
these details is missing, the ballot must be rejected,” he added.

Clean all drains before
monsoon arrives: Mayor
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

ayor Sanyukta Bhatia held
a meeting with Lucknow
M
Municipal Corporation officials ahead of the monsoon in
connection with the cleaning of
drains. She told the officials
concerned that meetings had
been held on the issue for the
last several years and budgets
increased, but the situation
remained the same. She said
she felt disappointed because it
was public that was at the
receiving end.
She said it was important to
ensure there was no waterlogging in the city this year. “Since
you are familiar with all the
points in the city facing waterlogging issues, use your experience and address the issue,”
she told the officials. “Monsoon
is expected to arrive next
month but no work regarding
cleaning of drains has started as
yet. Concerted efforts should
be made to ensure all possible
resources are used to address
the problem of waterlogging,”
she added. Bhatia said the officials should team up with the

ter which was specific to it and
hence there was a need for
these byelaws which were specific to that particular monument.” He said that once these
byelaws were drafted they
would be submitted to the
agents such as Lucknow
Development Authority which
passed the maps and blueprints of the residential houses. “Once they have this information in hand they can pass
the maps accordingly.”
He further said that the
Government of India had
amended the Ancient
Monuments
and
Archaeological Sites and
Remains Act, 1958, in the year
2010 to include certain newer
sub-sections. The official said
that the heritage byelaws would
give the protected area, the prohibited area and the regulated

area around the monument.
“One of the major amendments is the provision of
Heritage byelaws for prohibited and regulated areas for each
centrally-protected monuments and sites. In the year
2011 through a gazette notification dated August 23, 2011,
the Government of India had
notified
the
Ancient
Monuments
and
Archaeological Sites and
Remains (framing of Heritage
byelaws and other functions of
the Competent Authority)
Rules 2011. The rules provide
certain parameters which will
be considered for the preparation of the heritage byelaws,” he
said.
It was further said that the
competent authority, in consultation with the Indian National
Trust for Arts and Cultural

Heritage, being a trust registered under the Indian Trusts
Act, 1882, or such other expert
heritage bodies as may be notified by the Central
Government have been directed to prepare heritage byelaws
in respect of each protected
monument and protected area.
Officials said that the heritage byelaws should, in addition to such matters as may be
prescribed, include matters
relating to heritage controls
such a elevation, facades,
drainage systems, roads and
service infrastructure, including electric poles, water and
sewer pipelines. The Central
Government should, by rules,
specify the manner of preparation of detailed site plans in
respect of each protected area
or protected monument or
prohibited area or regulated

Conmen posing History-sheeter among five
as cops target land in police dragnet
another woman F
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

wo unidentified miscreants
on Friday deprived a woman
T
of her hand bag containing jewellery and Rs 700 in cash near
PGI police outpost on Rae Bareli
road. The victim was identified
as Sunita Kaul, who is a teacher
at a college located near SGPGI.
Police said she got down
from the autorickshaw near the
police outpost around 6:30 am
to go to her college. In the meantime, two bike-borne unidentified persons screeched to a halt
near the woman and introduced themselves as police
inspectors. They told her to put
her ornaments in her hand bag
in view of the chain/pursesnatchers and tricksters on the
prowl in the area. One of them
told the woman that she could
be fined as the government had
ordered no woman could move
on the roads while wearing
jewellery. The gullible woman
put her earrings, anklets, rings

THERE HAS BEEN A
SPATE IN SUCH
INCIDENTS OF LATE AND
THE POLICE HAVE BEEN
HELPLESS AS SEVERAL
WOMEN HAVE BEEN
DUPED IN THE
SAME MANNER

and nose pin in the bag which
the miscreants snatched and
sped off. She raised an alarm
after which passersby rushed to
her rescue, but the miscreants
had escaped by then. Police
registered a case of loot following the complaint lodged by the
woman in the evening. She is the
wife of Kishore Kaul, an employee of SGPGI. The woman told
the police that the one riding the
bike was wearing a helmet while
the pillion-rider was sporting
shades. She added that ‘UP
Police’ was written on the bike’s
visor in block letters.

ive persons, including a history-sheeter, were arrested
from different areas of the state
capital in the past 24 hours.
Those arrested were identified
as Israeli (a history-sheeter at
Bakshi-ka-Talab police station),
Atul Rawat, Surendra Rawat,
Ranjeet Dhiman and Dev
Narayan alias Mukesh. Six car
batteries, a pair of screw drivers,
two iron-cutting machines, two
pairs of gold chains, a stolen
motor-cycle, Rs 400 in cash, a
countrymade pistol and five live
cartridges were recovered from
their possession.
As per reports, Israeli had
not been visiting the BKT
police station to put his signature on a register for a week.
Senior sub-inspector Girish
Shanker Yadav was asked to nab
him and bring him to the
police station as he might be
planning to commit some
crime. A manhunt was
launched for his arrest and an
informer tipped off the police
that Israeli had been spotted in
Bhasamau (BKT) on Thursday

Gang members stealing car batteries in police custody

afternoon. The senior S-I, along
with others, rushed to the
place to nab him. He tried to
escape but was held. A stolen
motorcycle, a countrymade pistol, five live cartridges, two
pairs of gold chains and Rs 400
were recovered from his possession. He has been detained for
two days.
Meanwhile, others, said to
be the active members of a
gang involved in stealing car

Vriksh Mahakumbh: Forest dept
to plant 22 cr saplings this year
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

he Forest Department is carrying
out the biggest plantation this
T
year in terms of planting 22 crore

Mayor Sanyukta Bhatia carrying out inspection in a city area of Thursday

staff to carry out inspections
and issue clear instructions to
complete the cleaning work by
June 12. “A separate team
should be made for the general public when they request for
redressal of any issue. Every
team should put up photographs of drains before and
after the cleaning,” she said.
Additional municipal commissioner Archana Dwivedi

directed the staff to create a roster and maintain a record of
drains cleaned and pass the
information to the mayor and
Municipal Commissioner.
The mayor directed the
rubbish removal department
staff to clean the drains with the
help of machines. She appealed
to the residents to monitor the
cleaning work and contact her,
if required.

area, the time within which
such heritage bye-laws should
be prepared and particulars to
be included in each such heritage byelaw.
The competent authority
has been given the power for
preparing detailed site plans
and heritage byelaws and may
appoint a number of experts or
consultants as it may think fit.
“Each heritage byelaw
should, be made available to the
public by the competent
authority by exhibiting it on its
website and also in any other
manner it may think fit, immediately after laying it before
each House of Parliament,”
said the officials. It may be
pointed out here that 19 drafted heritage byelaws are under
the consideration of NMA for
being finalised before they are
laid before the Parliament.

saplings in the state and has termed it
as Vriksh Mahakumbh. In Lucknow
district over 26 lakh saplings will be
planted which will include the 10 lakh
by the Forest Department and 16 lakh
by the other departments.
The Mission Coordinator,
Plantation, Forest Department,
Vibhash Ranjan, while talking to The
Pioneer, said that the main highlight
of this year’s plantation was that it was
called Vriksh Mahakumbh since they
were planting over 22 crore saplings
which had never ever been planted in
the state. He said that the other highlight was that that they had raised 26
crore saplings in the nurseries of the
state which was a very large number

for the plantation exercise. “We have
till date not raised such a large number of saplings in the nurseries of the
state,” he stated. The official said that
this was for the first time when they
had carried out a micro plan where
each gram panchayat was visited and
feedback was taken from the farmers
as to what kind of plantation did they
want. “Over 59,000 gram panchayats
were visited and details were taken in
terms of the trees which they desired
to be planted and the species
were raised in the nurseries accordingly,” he said.
Giving the current work which
was being carried out by the Forest
Department, he said that they were
trying to ensure that quality saplings
were raised in the nurseries. “Currently
we are carrying out the digging for the
plantation and the other departments
would also soon carry out the digging

in their areas as the money for it has
already been released,” he said.
The DFO, Avadh, Manoj Sonkar,
said that they would be planting 26
lakh saplings in Lucknow district
which included 10 lakh by the Forest
Department and 16 lakh by other
departments which include Gram
Vikas, Education, Avas Vikas and
industries etc. He said that most of the
farmers had stated that they wanted
commercial species to be planted.
“They have demanded species
like the saigon, eucalyptus and other
trees which are commercially viable.
They are also demanding mango and
guava fruit tree species,” he said. He
said that currently they were focusing
on raising these saplings in the nurseries. “We are raising over 30 lakh
saplings. We will also be giving them
to the other government departments,” he said.

Pioneer

batteries from Gaura area in
Aliganj also landed in police
net. The gang was being run by
Atul Rawat while Dhiman and
Mukesh used to conduct recce
at nights. The miscreants disguised as mechanics would
visit the sites recced by their
accomplices to fob off the
passersby. They had been running the gang for over eight
years and raking in moolah by
selling off stolen batteries.
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Concern over lack of jobs Despite CMO order,
DLO office yet
to be shifted

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

special lecture was organised at the Khwaja
A
Moinuddin Chishti UrduArabi-Farsi University to make
the students aware about the
techniques of preparing for
various competitive examinations and enhancing their
employability in various
streams.
The lecture was delivered
by Dr M Ashraf Rizvi, former
Director, IIM, Indore, and the
Chairman of the Institute
which prepares the students for
various competitive examinations like IPM, CLAT, NEET,
CAT, IAS, PCS, SSC, GRE,
TOEFL, IELTS etc and which
is a joint initiative of various
IIM and IIT faculty and alumni who mentor the aspirants
and provide them training.
The university looks forward to collaborating with the
institute for preparing the students for various competitive
exams. While addressing the
students and faculty members
of the university Dr Rizvi said
that a large number of students
were obtaining degrees from
different universities and yet
not getting employment. He
further added that the jobs
were limited but the number of
applicants was increasing every

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

ocking a snook at Chief
Medical Officer Narendra
C
Agarwal’s order, officials in the
year. Thus the only way to
attain a job is through competition. He further added that
effective mentoring and
impactful training could
enable the students to crack
various competitive examinations and excel in their careers.
He also told the students that
the key to success was the ability to chase their dreams with
a firm determination.
Aftab Ahmad Khan, former Additional DGP, CRPF,
presently
working
as
Motivational Speaker at the
Institute, also addressed the
students to make them aware
about the ongoing call for
recruitment in CRPF. He urged
the students to fill the forms
and prepare themselves for
various competitions. He also
stressed the need for physical
fitness for recruitment in the
army, navy and air force jobs.
He told the students to self analyse their capabilities for

selecting a suitable career.
Prof Mahrukh Mirza, Vice
-Chancellor of the University,
also encouraged the students to
participate in various competitive examinations. He
urged them to contribute
towards the progress of the
nation by participating actively on various fronts. He told
the students not to evaluate
their strengths and capabilities
according to the perspective of
others. He told them that to
lead a successful life it was
important that they regularly
enhanced their strengths and
overcame their weaknesses.
He further added that the
University had undertaken
several measures to increase
the employability of the students. The programme was
convened by Dr Sauban
Sayeed, Department of Urdu,
and the vote of thanks was
proposed by Prof SSA Asharfi,
head, Department of Urdu.

Withdrawal of Central grants
a dampener for theatre
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

resident of Kalakaar
P
Association
Sangam
Bahuguna said on Thursday
that with the Central government withdrawing grants for
individual plays, the theatre
scene would see a dip in the
coming days.
“The Union Ministry of
Culture had been providing
grants for the conduct of individual plays, which resulted in
a boom in the city. Now that
the provision of this grant has
been withdrawn, the number of
plays staged will go down,” he
said.
Bahuguna said though the

audience had not increased
for the plays, every group had
been able to catch their own set
of audience. “There were plays
being performed almost every
day because of the grant,” he
pointed out. He added that
with the theatres charging high
rental, it would be difficult for
the artistes to stage plays.

“While Sangeet Natak
Akademi charges high rental,
halls like Rai Umanath Bali are
not well maintained though
they are less expansive,” he stated. The theatre director and
actor said young people who
had emerged on the theatre
horizon would now face problems due to lack of associations.
He admitted that most of
the people in theatre were
there because they wanted to
enter films. “It is sad that
though most of the time we
have film shootings in the state
capital, the artistes are given
peanuts,” he said, adding that
the local talent was not tapped
properly.

Adityanath hits out
at Opp for asking
PM Modi’s caste

leprosy department are yet to
shift the office of district leprosy
officer (DLO) from a residential
quarter to a government building. The CMO, through a letter
on April 24, had ordered the
shifting of DLO’s office from a
residential quarter in Chandan
Nagar to a government building
in Paltan Chhawani with immediate effect.
However, Health department sources said the officials
concerned were looking the
other way due to vested interests. “Over 90 per cent employ-

CISH nursery
attracting
farmers,
entrepreneurs
Lucknow (PNS): The hightech nursery of the Central
Institute for Subtropical
Horticulture (CISH) is attracting
farmers and entrepreneurs from
different parts of the country.
CISH director Shailendra Rajan
said the well established modern
scientific nursery unit of the
institute was producing quality
planting material which is supplied to the farming communities and also supporting Krishi
Vigyan Kendras for establishing
mother blocks. He pointed out
that in the last five years, several grafts of superior varieties of
mango, guava, bael, aonla and
jamun had been produced at the
nursery. “Entrepreneurs from
different parts of the country
visit the nursery for learning
new multiplication techniques
and understanding how to
resolve problems faced by them.
In many parts of the country,
farmers have become entrepreneurs by producing lakhs of
grafted plants in a year and
earning handsome profits,” he
pointed out.

Modi, the opposition is plotting to weaken the country.
The PM has extended the
benefits of government
schemes like concrete houses,
gas, electricity and toilets, etc.
to crore of poor families without any discrimination,” he
said. Before the last phase of
polling in the state, Adityanath
addressed two rallies in
Gehmar of Ghazipur and
Gulhariya of Pipraich on
Thursday. “SP-BSP goons were
occupying the land during
their government’s tenure but
when we came in power, we
freed the land and opened
hospitals, cow shelters and
leased out the remaining land
to the poor,” he claimed.
“Gorakhpur fertilizer factory,
which is going to start soon,
will not only create job opportunities for the youth but
farmers will get benefited too,”
Adityanath said.

Mahagathbandhan candidate
in Ballia gets Cong’s support
Ballia: The Congress has
announced its support to the
SP-BSP-RLD alliance candidate Sanatan Pandey on this
seat. “We will support SP
candidate Pandey as we did
not have our candidate here.
Our objective is to ensure

defeat of the BJP candidate,”
Congress District president
Sachidanand Tiwari told
reporters here. This Lok
Sabha constituency goes to
polls in the seventh and last
phase of elections on
Sunday.
PTI
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A team of LMC removing encroachments from BN Road on Thursday

NAB to produce Braille Scores of aspirants
version of Guv’s book appear in UPCATET
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

overnor Ram Naik’s book
‘Charaiveti! Charaiveti!!’
G
will be published in Braille
script by National Association
for the Blind in three languages — English, Hindi and
Marathi. NAB secretary general Satya Kumar Singh met the
Governor on Thursday and
sought his approval to publish
the book in Braille script. “This
will help visually impaired persons to read the book which
will inspire them to overcome
odds in their life,” he said.
On
the
occasion,
Governor’s daughter Vishakha
Kulkarni, NAB state head
Shailendra Jain and Additional

Chief Secretary Hemant Rao
were also present.
Naik presented English,
Hindi and Marathi editions of
‘Charaiveti! Charaiveti!!’ to
Satya Kumar Singh.
The book contains memoirs of Ram Naik’s life and
struggles and it has been translated into ten languages so far.
It is basically a compilation of
articles in Marathi, which were
published in a Marathi Daily
‘Sakal’. The book was initially
released by Chief Minister of
Maharashtra
Devendra
Fadnavis on April 25.
The German edition of the
book will soon be released in
Pune University, where Naik
was a student.

CITYBRIEFS
CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHY
Omansh Sharma, a Class IV student of
CMS, Anand Nagar, Campus grabbed the
championship trophy of National Abacus
Competition held in New Delhi. The competition was organised under the aegis of educational institute Brainobrain. Omansh showcased
his talent in various subjects, especially in Mathematics,
among the state-level toppers and emerged the champion.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n LUCKNOW

housands of aspirants
appeared in Uttar Pradesh
T
Combined Agriculture and
Technology Entrance Test
(UPCATET) at
Integral
University which was the centre for the exam. This year,
UPCATET has been conducted by Narendra Deva
University of Agriculture and
Technology (Ayodhya) for UG,
PG and PhD programmes.
“In the field of agriculture,
students can pursue UG, PG
and doctoral programmes.
There are various specialisations that are famous among
the students such as
Microbiology, Plant Protection,
Horticulture, Floriculture,
Agro Forestry and Forestry,”
media spokesperson of Integral
University said.
Agriculture plays a pivotal
role in the growth of any state
and UP has a large scope for
agriculture and technologyrelated courses.
“At the Integral Institute of
Agricultural Science and
Technology (IIAST), the main
emphasis is placed in aug-

menting teaching besides
research and extension activities in agriculture. Agricultural
education involves more than
just teaching students the basics
of seed production or how to
judge livestock. It provides the
opportunity for people to
understand that agriculture is
not just farming but a sustainable way of life. The field of
agriculture is an ideal educational spot for both foodies and
nature lovers” said media coordinator Mizab Zamzam.
“With a degree in
Agricultural Science, one can
have a career in the agriculture
sector. Major domains within
the agriculture sector include
agribusiness, R&D organisations, public & private agencies,
government sectors and private
consulting companies. BSc in
Agriculture offers an off-beat
and unmatchable pathway with
a grand scope. With the advent
of technology and recent government endeavors supporting
agricultural studies, the scope
has widened. There are decent
salary packages offered to
Agriculture graduates,” he
added.

Suspecting wife’s fidelity, man kills toddler
STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

n a bizarre incident reported
from Outer district, a 30Iyear-old
man allegedly throttled his three and a half-yearold daughter as he suspected
his wife’s fidelity. The killer
father reportedly confessed
that he was averse to his child
growing up under his wife’s
influence. Police have arrested
the accused father.
The accused identified as,
Malkit Singh, had a stressful
relationship with his wife and
after killing his daughter, the
man tried to hang himself but
could not succeed. Singh lived
with his wife and daughter at a
rented house in Uday Vihar,
which comes under the Nihal
Vihar Police Station.
The couple was suspected
to be under the influence of
alcohol although a medical

Ghazipur/Pipraich: Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said on Thursday
that by asking the caste of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the opposition is plotting to weaken the country.
Training guns at the Congress,
he said the party ignored
farmers, soldiers and the youth
during the UPA regime.
Adityanath said due to
foreign policy of the Modi-led
dispensation at the Centre,
India is globally known for its
power. “Now the terrorists
are also aware of the fact that
because of the stringent rules,
they cannot even think of
harming our country,” he said.
The Chief Minister said
the BJP is committed towards
the development of the country and in the last five years,
the party has worked for the
marginalised sections of society. “By asking the caste of

ees of the leprosy department
had given their approval to
shifting of the office after which
CMO issued the order. The
new office was renovated in
April but the CMO’s order is
yet to be acted upon,” the
sources said.
The sources claimed that
since present DLO PK Agarwal
was set to retire in June, he was
delaying the process while
some other officials living near
old office had initiated steps to
get the order rescinded.
Incidentally, the Yogi
Adityanath government has
issued an order to shift government offices from residential
quarters to government buildings to save revenue.

report is awaited. Police said
the couple fought even before
the incident.
According to Seju P
Kuruvilla, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Outer district, the
landlord of the accused who
lives in Uday Vihar house
informed the police on
Wednesday morning that Singh
had killed the child.
“When police reached the
house, they learnt that the
couple had gone off to Tilak
Nagar. They took the body of
the child to Singh’s house in
Tilak Nagar where his parents
used to stay. The duo told
them that the child had been ill
and that led to her death,” said
the DCP.
“The accused father was
arrested from Tilak Nagar
while the child was rushed to
a nearby hospital where she was

‘On the night of the incident,
when his wife fell asleep,
Singh allegedly tried to
strangulate his three-and-ahalf-year-old daughter with
bare hands. However, when
he failed, he strangulated her
using a “dupatta” and later
tried to hang himself’

declared brought dead,” said
the DCP.
“During initial investigation it was revealed that Singh
and his wife often fought as he
suspected that she was having
an-extramarital affair.
Fed up with constant
fights, the couple had
initially planned to end
their life and send their daughter to her grandparents,” said
the DCP.

“During interrogation, the
accused told the police that
he suspected his wife of having
an illicit relationship and did
not want his daughter to be
under her influence, so he
decided to first kill his daughter and then kill himself,” said
the DCP.
“On the night of the incident, when his wife fell asleep,
Singh allegedly tried strangulate his three-and-a-half-yearold daughter with bare hands.
However, when he failed, he

Youth kills ‘lecherous’ stepfather
to save his teenaged sister
STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

uspecting that his step-father
had bad intentions towards his
Syounger
sister, a 20-year-old youth
allegedly killed his stepfather following a quarrel with him in
Dwarka’s Najafgarh area on
Wednesday.
Police have arrested, the
accused identified as Yogender,
who had killed his step father
Devender. They used to live at Baba
Haridas Nagar in Najafgarh.
Devender was 27-year-old and
had married Yogender’s mother in
2012. According to a senior police
official, the incident took place on
Wednesday afternoon and after
killing his step-father, Yogender
called the police and informed
them that he had killed his stepfather. “The police thereafter took
the accused into custody. The victim was rushed to a nearby hospital where he was declared brought
dead,” said the senior police official. “Initial probe suggests that the
45-year-old mother of the accused
started living with Devender, a year
after her husband passed away in
2011. The woman also has a sevenyear-old son from Devender,” said
the senior police official.
During interrogation, the

accused told the police that he suspected that Devender had bad
intentions towards his 15-yearold sister.
“On Wednesday, a quarrel
broke out between Yogender and
his step-father Devender over some
issue. When the argument turned
ugly, he took out a knife and
attacked his step-father,” said the
senior police official.
“The deceased is a permanent
resident of Aligarh and was staying here at Najafgarh. Police have
recovered the knife used in crime.
Further investigation is underway,” the senior police official
added.
Meanwhile, the Gurugram
police on Thursday arrested a
physics teacher and an MBA degree
holder in connection with Kherki
Daula toll plaza incident that took

place on Wednesday night. In
which a man in a car pulled out a
gun which reportedly said to be a
lighter gun and threatened the toll
collector, pushed the boom barrier and drove off without paying.
The police have recovered a car and
a lighter gun which they had purchased from a toy shop located in
Delhi from their possession.
Those arrested have been identified as Kashish Lamba (23) of
Pathankot at present residing in a
rented accommodation at Sector17 and Mohit (27) of Karnal currently residing at Sector-87.
Kashish is an MBA professional
and was under training at a private
firm while Mohit is a physics
teacher associated with a private
school located at Farrukhnagar.
According to the police a complaint
was submitted to the district police
by the toll plaza collector Amit
Singh, the incident took place
close to 9.30 pm in lane number 19.
“A white car, travelling from
Manesar towards Gurugram was
stopped at the toll plaza. The driver refused to pay the toll. There
were two people in the car. They
got out One man had a weapon. He
threatened me and told to open the
boom barrier,” Singh stated in the
complainant.

strangulated her using a
“dupatta”
and
later
tried to hang himself,” said the
DCP.
“When his wife woke up,
she raised an alarm and found
the body of her child. The couple fought again during which
Singh threatened his wife that
he would kill her if she reported the incident to anyone,”
said the DCP.
Singh worked as a delivery
boy with a food joint and left
his job two months ago after
failing to get incentives. He was
addicted to alcohol. His wife, a
housemaker
sometimes
worked at private firms. The
couple got married in 2014,
police said, adding investigation is underway to ascertain
the sequence of event. The
body has been sent for postmortem and the reports are
awaited, the DCP added.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
OPP BACKS...
AIMIM chief Asaduddin Owaisi also hit out
at the Election Commission and asked campaigning was cut short only in West Bengal. “Why only
West Bengal, natural justice & fair play
demands it should have been for entire 7th Phase
why only West Bengal, why not for Eastern UP,”
Owaisi said.
The West Bengal Chief Minister on Thursday
thanked Opposition leaders, who came out in her
support as she protested against the Election
Commission’s decision. “Thanks and gratitude to
@Mayawati, @yadavakhilesh, @INCIndia, @ncbn
and others for expressing solidarity and support
to us and the people of #Bengal. EC’s biased
actions under the directions of the #BJP are a
direct attack on democracy. People will give a
befitting reply,” Mamata tweeted.

WE DON’T SEEK...
Mamata told a rally in Mandirbazar that it is
a matter of shame for Bengalis that the bust of
Vidyasagar was vandalised. “Bengal does not seek
alms from BJP. We have the money for a new bust
of Vidyasagar, who was part of Bengal
Renaissance. Don’t you (BJP) feel ashamed saying that Bengal has been reduced to a State of
being a pauper”.
Hitting back at Modi’s charge that TMC
goondas were responsible, the feisty TMC supremo called the Prime Minister a liar, the “like of
which was never seen in the country”. “He (Modi)
should squat holding his ears for destroying a heritage of the State,” she said. “The media has shown
how Vidyasagar’s bust was broken. Bengalis’ pride
is hurt that they will not spare BJP. They will not
give it (BJP) a single vote .... It will be very surprising if Modi gets a single vote from Bengalis,”
Mamata claimed.
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Ex-Kolkata top cop reports to MHA Probe in `64-cr Bofors
PNS n NEW DELHI

day before the Supreme
Court is to decide whether
his arrest was needed or not,
the controversial former
Kolkata Police chief Rajeev
Kumar on Thursday reported
at the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA).
Kumar, who was shunted
from Kolkata on Wednesday
night by the Election
Commission, joined the MHA
in the afternoon without getting any assignment. The
Centre is waiting for the apex
court’s order on the CBI’s application to interrogate Kumar,
who was involved in a face-off
with the agency in connection
with Saradha and Rose Valley
chit fund scams.
Following his face-off with
the CBI, Kumar was posted as
ADG, CID in Kolkata.
Currently, Kumar is on
attachment with the Home
Ministry as per the Election
Commission’s order, said a

Rajeev Kumar, who was
shunted from Kolkata on
Wednesday night by the
Election Commission,
joined the MHA in the
afternoon without
getting any assignment

A

senior MHA official. In an
unprecedented move, the poll
panel had on Wednesday
invoked Article 324 and
ordered campaigning in nine
West Bengal constituencies to

SC to hear plea
of Muslim woman
against talaq notices
PTI n NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court on
Thursday agreed to hear a
Muslim woman’s plea challenging the two Talaq notices
given by her husband and
sought direction for registration of FIR against him.
A Bench of Justices Indira
Banerjee and Sanjiv Khanna
said it will hear the plea on
Friday. Advocate MM Kashyap,
appearing for the woman, said
that her husband after nine
years of marriage has given her
two notices for Talaq in March
and May. He said the woman
got married on February 22,
2009 as per Muslim rites and
customs and has two children
of nine years (boy) and six

T

years (girl).
The Bench asked the counsel as to why he did not move
the high court for the relief.
To this, the counsel said
that apex court had on August
17, 2017, held the practice of
triple talaq among Muslims as
unconstitutional and the
notices given by the husband
were violative of that order.
The woman, a Delhi resident in her plea has said that
her husband and in-laws started harassing and assaulting
her after the marriage for want
of additional dowry and a car.
She said that first notice for
talaq was sent to her on March
25 and the second notice was
sent to her on May 7, by her
husband.

end at 10 pm on Thursday, a
day before its scheduled deadline, in the wake of violence
between BJP and TMC workers in Kolkata.
Kumar was questioned by

the CBI in February this year
in connection with its probe in
multi-crore Saradha chit fund
case. A team of CBI officers was
stopped from entering the residence of Kumar, when he was
Kolkata Police chief on
February 3 when they had
gone to question him in connection with the Saradha and
Rose Valley scam cases.
The move had led to Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
staging a dharna in the heart of
the city, protesting against “the
attack on constitutional norms”.
The CBI had, however, questioned Kumar for several days
in Shillong from February 9 following a Supreme Court order.

The CBI had told the apex
court that it wanted custodial
interrogation of Kumar, who
was earlier heading West
Bengal Police SIT probing chit
fund scam, as there was prima
facie evidence of his allegedly
trying to destroy or tamper
with evidence and “shield high
and mighty” in the case.
However, Kumar’s counsel
had countered CBI’s submissions and told a bench headed
by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi
that the agency wanted his
custodial interrogation “just to
humiliate” him and CBI should
not be allowed to abuse the
process of law. Kumar’s counsel had told the bench that CBI’s
application seeking custodial
interrogation of the IPS officer
was a “mala fide exercise”.
Kumar was earlier heading
the West Bengal Police’s special
investigation team (SIT) probing the chit fund scam. The
apex court had in May 2014
directed the CBI to investigate
the case.

10% EWS quota in CTET: SC seeks
replies from Centre, CBSE & NCTE
PTI n NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court on
Thursday sought responsT
es from the Centre and CBSE
on a plea seeking 10 per cent
reservation for economically
weaker sections in the Central
Teacher Eligibility Test (CTET),
2019.
Besides the Centre and the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE), a vacation
bench comprising Justices
Indira Banerjee and Sanjiv
Khanna also issued notice to
the National Council for
Teacher Education (NCTE)
and asked them to respond to
the petition by July 1, the next
date of hearing.
The Bench was hearing a
plea filed by six petitioners,

who are aspiring to participate
in CTET 2019 and are seeking
a direction that benefits of
‘The Constitution (103rd
amendment) Act 2019’ be
extended to those belonging to
the economically weaker sections (EWS) of the society.
The amendment Act took
effect on January 16.
Under the amended Act,
the Centre has provided for a
10 per cent reservation to citizens from general category

belonging to EWS, in addition
to already existing reservation
policy for benefit of other
reserved categories such as
Scheduled Caste, Scheduled
Tribe, Other Backward Class
and physically handicapped.
During the hearing on
Thursday, the lawyers appearing for the petitioners told the
bench that since the amended
Act has been passed by
Parliament, its benefit must be
given to persons from EWS.
“If we will get this relaxation, we will qualify in the
examination. The amendment
is aimed for upliftment of the
economically weaker section of
the society,” the counsel said.
The Bench issued notice on
the petition and said that it
would be heard on July 1.

6 JeM terrorists killed, jawan martyred
MOHIT KANDHARI n JAMMU

total number of six terrorA
ists including a top commander of Jaish-e-Mohammad
(JeM), a Pakistani national,
were gunned down by the joint
teams of security forces while
one Army jawan attained martyrdom, three others sustained
injuries and a civilian also lost
his life in two separate gunfights in South Kashmir districts of Pulwama and Shopian
on Thursday.
Meanwhile, another fierce
gunbattle between terrorists
and security forces was going
on till the time of filing the
report in Kandi area of North
Kashmir’ Kupwara district.
To register their presence,
separatists have also issued a
call for shutdown on Friday
against the recent killings in the
month of Ramzan.
According to police
spokesman, “three terrorists
were killed in Dalipora area of
Pulwama and three others in
Handew area of Shopian on
Thursday”.
On the other hand, violent
protests were reported from
several parts of Pulwama soon
after the gunfight got over.
To contain the law and

order situation, the district
authorities imposed curfew
like restrictions in Pulwama
town and surrounding villages.
Mobile internet services were
also snapped as a precautionary measure.
The police have identified
the slain JeM commander as
Khalid Bhai, a Pakistani
national. The local terrorists
were identified as Naseer
Ahmad Pandith and Umar
Ahmad Mir.
Sepoy Sandeep Kumar of
the Army’s 55 Rashtriya Rifles
laid down his life during the
gun fight, police spokesman
said.
According to police
spokesman, “a cordon & search
operation was launched by the
joint teams of security forces on
the basis of credible intelligence
input on Thursday morning at
Dalipora area in Pulwama district”
“As the police and security forces were evacuating civilians from the neighbourhood
area around the target house,
the hiding terrorists fired indiscriminately. “One Army Jawan
Sepoy Sandeep attained martyrdom and one civilian Rayees
Dar also lost his life”, said
police spokesman.

Policemen fire tear gas at protesters near the encounter site in which three top
Jaish-e-Mohammad terrorist commanders, one Army soldier and a civilian were
killed in Pulwama district on Thursday
PTI

After the security forces
retaliated, three terrorists were
killed in the ensuing encounter
and their bodies were retrieved
from the site of encounter.
As per police records
Khalid who was operating as
commander of proscribed terror outfit JeM was involved in
several terror attacks on security establishments and civilian
atrocities in the area. Many terror crime cases were registered
against him.
Police spokesman said,
Naseer Pandith had a long
history of terror crime records

before joining terrorist organisation and several terror crime
cases were registered against
him for planning & executing
terror attacks in the area after
joining proscribed terror outfit JeM. He was also involved in
the killing of a policeman
Mohammad Yaqoob Shah of
Pulwama in 2018 on the eve of
Eid. He was also involved in
some weapon snatching incidents reported from the area
besides several cases were registered against him for his
criminal activities including
case FIR No 30/15 & 277/14

under NDPS Act and case
FIR No 25/16 pertaining to
forgery.
Similarly,Umar Mir was
also involved in several terror
attacks and was part of terror
groups responsible for attacks
on security forces.
According to police
spokesman, “a separate operation was launched in Handew
area of Shopian after receiving
the reports of presence of terrorists in the area.
During the search operation, the hiding terrorists fired
on the search party. In the initial exchange of fire one army
jawan identified as Sepoy Rohit
also sustained injuries. He has
been hospitalised and is undergoing treatment. The fire was
retaliated leading to an
encounter.
In the ensuing encounter,
3 terrorists were killed and the
bodies were retrieved from the
site of encounter.
“Incriminating materials
including arms & ammunition
was recovered from the site of
encounter. All these materials
have been taken in the case
records for further investigation and to probe their complicity in other terror crime
cases”, police spokesman said.

Sikkim biodiversity needs redesign: Study
HIGHLIGHTS OF STUDY

ARCHANA JYOTI n NEW DELHI

dding 896 square kilometre of landscape to the
existing Maenam, Fambong
Lho and Barsey wildlife sanctuaries and creating three new
protected areas in Yumsedong,
Lachen and Chungthang
regions, the pristine ecosystems
harbouring some of the rare
species, are some of the immediate measures that need to be
taken to ensure meaningful
conservation goals in Sikkim in
the face of climate change
threats, researchers have pointed out.
In a study published in the
latest issue of Biological
Conservation, the researchers,
after using a combination of
species distribution modelling
(SDM) and systematic conservation planning techniques,
delineated and prioritised areas
for endemic plant species conservation under current and
future climate conditions spanning between 2050s and 2070s.
They found that plant

A

* Areas were prioritised for endemic plant species conservation in
Sikkim Himalaya.
* geographical area of 896 sq. km should be included in Protected
Area
* 3 new Protected Areas should be designed in Sikkim (Yumsedong,
Lachen Chungthang)
* 3 existing Protected Areas should be expanded (Maenam,
Fambong Lho, Barsey)

species in Sikkim will shift
northward and towards higher elevation from their current
habitats under future green
house gas emission scenarios.
To tackle the threat, the
researchers said, “Our analyses
show that to mitigate the effects
of ensuing climate change, a
single large PA with wide geographic and elevational extents
instead of several smaller PAs
would be a more prudent strategy for conserving the plant

diversity in the Himalaya.”
“The consequences of
warming and altered distribution of plant species entails
redefining the existing boundaries of protected areas,” said
lead author Maharaj K Pandit,
Director, Centre for Inter-disciplinary Studies of Mountain
and Hill Environment
(CISMHE), University of Delhi
and Ngee Anne Kongsi, distinguished professor, National
University of Singapore.

They asserted that the
application of this research,
would be helpful to the decision-makers in redrawing PA
boundaries in the light of climate change.
Pandit explained that,
“there are limited genuine
empirical studies on the
Himalayas that can shed light
on the quantum of impact on
biodiversity patterns due to
global change, of which climate
change is a part.
“We have to redesign our
biodiversity conservation plans
to keep pace with the changing
distribution patterns of species.

Moreover, biodiversity and
livelihoods in India are closely linked. This demands that we
sit up and take note and not
consider these warnings a mere
academic exercise.”
According
to
the
researchers, the severe effect of
climate change on Sikkim
fauna might even lead to serious consequences like the
extinction of some species.
Hence, “we recommend longterm monitoring and detailed
studies to understand such
effects and consequences so
that mitigation measures can be
undertaken,” they said.

to continue, says CBI
PNS n NEW DELHI

he CBI probe into the
Bofors case relating to the
T
alleged `64 crore kickbacks in

the purchase of the Swedish
artillery guns will continue, the
CBI said here on Thursday.
“In view of certain revelations made by one Michael
Hershman, CBI sought the
permission of the trial court to
conduct further investigation in
the Bofors case,” CBI
spokesperson Nitin Wakankar
said in a statement.
The CBI spokesperson said
on May 8 this year, the court
had observed that when independent right and power is
available with the CBI to further investigate the matter on
their own, if in their wisdom it
is necessary to do so then, why
still such application is being
filed in the court?
“After obtaining legal opinion, CBI filed an application on
May 16, 2019 in the court of
CMM, Rouse Avenue Courts,
New Delhi, stating that for
conducting further investigation under section 173 (8) of
Cr.PC (Criminal Procedure
Code), permission of the court
is not mandatorily required by
CBI and an intimation to the
court in this regard will suffice,”
Wakankar said.
He further said the probe in
the Bofors case will continue.

The agency’s response came
after it withdrew from a Delhi
court its application to seek permission to further probe the
politically sensitive `64 crore
Bofors payoff case for which the
CBI has already spent
crores of rupees in investigation
without any convictions in the
case.
Meanwhile, the agency on
Thursday withdrew from the
special court a 2018 application
that had sought permission to
further probe the Bofors case.
The agency told Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate Navin
Kumar Kashyap that it wants to
withdraw the application filed
on February 1, 2018.
The CBI had moved the
trial court seeking permission
for further probe in the matter
saying it had come across fresh
material and evidence.

Curfew imposed
in Bhaderwah
MOHIT KANDHARI n JAMMU

iolent protests rocked picturesque Bhaderwah town
V
of hilly Doda district in the wee
hours of Thursday following
recovery of a bullet ridden
dead body of a local resident of
Qilla Mohalla.
As tension mounted in the
area, curfew was imposed by
the district authorities in
Bhaderwah and its adjoining
areas early on Thursday morning.
At day break, large number
of angry residents came out on
the streets and attacked police
station, Bhaderwah seeking
action against the culprits
behind the killing.
The deceased has been
identified as 50 year old Naeem
Ahmad Shah by the local police
in the area.
Shouting slogans against
the district authorities, angry
residents also took out a march
through main markets and
vandalised large number of
parked cars in the area.
Window panes of several
houses and shops were also
broken in the sporadic incidents of stone pelting in Seri
Bazaar, Takiya Chowk, Jama
Masjid Bazar and old bus stand
area of Bhaderwah.
Senior Superintendent of

Police, Doda district, Shabir
Ahmad Malik said, “a dead
body was recovered from
Nalthi area, 3 kms from
Bhaderwah around 2.00 a.m
late last night”.
He said, “police teams were
immediately rushed to the spot
and at least seven suspected
people have been detained so
far from the nearby areas”.
He said, “local residents
also took out a procession and
indulged in stone pelting in
which several parked vehicles
were damaged”. He said,” i cannot give the exact number of
vehicles damaged during the
protests in the area”.
When asked whether the
deceased,returning home along
with his livestock, was attacked
by active ‘cow vigilantes’ in the
area, SSP Doda Shabir Ahmad
Malik said, “it is a matter of
investigation. Since we have not
recorded any statements i cannot comment further”. He said,
“we cannot rely on rumour
mongering going on in the
area.”
Deputy Commissioner,
Doda, Dr Doifode Sagar
Dattatray, when contacted said,
“a suspicious murder took place
late Wednesday night and a
dead body was recovered
around 2.00 a.m from Nalthi
area in Bhaderwah town”.

Taking note of CBI’s stand,
the judge said: “For the reason
best known to the CBI, in case
they want to withdraw the
application, they have the right
as they are the applicants.”
The court had on
December 4, 2018 questioned
as to why the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) required its
permission to further probe the
matter.
The CBI had also filed an
appeal in the Supreme Court
on February 2, 2018 against the
May 31, 2005 verdict of the
Delhi high Court discharging
all the accused in the case.
The apex court had on
November 2, 2018 dismissed
CBI’s appeal in which it had
sought an order to condone the
13-year delay in filing the
appeal against the high court
judgment.

Vehicle in Bhagwat’s
convoy turns turtle,
CRPF jawan injured
TN RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) constable
A
was injured when a vehicle
from RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat’s convoy overturned
after it suffered a tyre burst at
Nandori village Warora tehsil
of Chandrapur district in eastern Maharashtra on Thursday
evening. However, Bhagwat is
“safe”, reports reaching here
said.
Bhagwat was returning to
Nagpur after his visit to
Chandrapur, when the vehicle
in his convoy turned turtle.
“The car involved in the
mishap was a car that was
escorting Bhagwat’s car.
Nothing happened to Bhagwat.
He returned safely to Nagpur,”
a senior police official from
Chandrapur said.
The injured CRPF constable, who was one of the occupants in the escort car, was
rushed to the nearby Warora
rural hospital. Bhagwat waited
at the mishap site till the
injured CRPF constable was
admitted to the local
hospital.
While the official sources
attributed the accident to a tyre
burst, reports quoting eyewitness accounts however said
that the mishap took place
after the vehicle carrying security personnel hit a vehicle
ahead.

ED arrests Heera Group MD
Nowhera in ponzi scam case
KUMAR CHELLAPPAN n CHENNAI

owhera Shaikh, the controversial businesswoman,
N
who was picked up by the
Enforcement Directorate on
Tuesday
from
the
Chenchalguda prison on
charges of money laundering
may reveal many startling disclosures about hawala operations, terrorist links and a
global move to destroy the
tranquillity of the sacred city of
Tirupati in Andhra Pradesh,
according to persons who
know her closely.
The Pioneer had reported in
2013 about the diabolic plan
hatched by Nowhera Shaik and
her associates to set up an
International Islamic University
at Tirupati though she failed to
reveal the details like whether it
was a recognised university or
what was the reason for setting
up such an entity in the holy city
of Tirupati. Shaik had introduced herself as the chairperson
and managing director of Hera
Group, which she had claimed
as a Fortune 500 company.
Interestingly, it was a
Muslim businessman who
alerted this writer about Shaik’s
move to set up an Islamic
University in Tirupati. Shamir
Basha, a leading businessman
in Tirupati said the move was
shrouded in myster y.
“Nowhera Shaikh claims that

she is from Tirupati. But
nobody had heard her name
before she started the
University. This is going to be
a major controversy, perhaps
more in intensity than the
Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid issue ,” Basha had told
The Pioneer.
Though he welcomed the
idea for an exclusive college for
Muslim women considering
the backwardness of the group,
he said the Islamic
International College was a
matter of concern. “The college
will draw a number of people
from West Asia to Tirupati. We
are not sure about the kind of
people who will be visiting the
city. Tirupati is already facing
threat from various terrorist
groups,” Basha had said.
Though the Islamic
University did not take off,
Nowhera went from strength to
strength. She switched over to
money dealings which persons like Adi Kesavulu Reddy
of the YSR Congress describe
as hawala dealings and Ponzi
schemes. “Last heard, she had
mobilised huge funds from
more than 1,72,000 people
spread all over India. She had
financial dealings with dubious
companies in Saudi Arabia,”
said Reddy.
Bhanu Prakash, BJP leader
of Tirupati, is of the view that
Shaik was entrapped with the

demonetisation of November
2016. “There was no way for
her to escape from that rat
trap,” said Prakash, who has
been staging a relentless battle
against the move by Shaik to
launch the Islamic University.
“It has given was to a Madrasa
and a school. But her designs
to convert Tirupati into a communal cauldron has been prevented ,” said Prakash.
Two more persons, both
from Kerala, have been arrested along with Shaik. Biju
Thomas is said to be the brain
behind the software of the
companies owned and operated by Shaik while he was
helped in the business by Moly
Thomas. When her plans to
open the Islamic University
came cropper, Shaik tried her
luck in politics. She had
launched an outfit under the
guise of empowering women
and had fielded candidates in
the Karnataka Assembly election.
“Though we were in the
dark about her personal details
while she paraded all over
Tirupati, covering herself in
burqa, we came to know that
she was the same woman who
had been selling tamarind in
Tirupati market some two
decades ago,” said Reddy.
A fit case to be described as
a rag-to-rich story by an illiterate burqa clad woman!
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Law & order worse than J&K: PM EC is BJP’s buddy, says Mamata
SAUGAR SENGUPTA n DUM DUM

rime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday ended
his unprecedented war of
words with Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee by calling her
an arrogant person who would
soon be punished by the people for considering Bengal her
personal property.
Attacking the Chief
Minister for “her ballooning
arrogance” Modi said “Mamata
didi has tormented democracy
as nobody has just because of
her arrogance.
“This is because she thinks
that Bengal is her personal property. But the freedom-loving
people of Bengal have read
through your party’s mischief
and have decided to teach you a
lesson,” Modi told a rally at Dum
Dum, in South 24 Parganas.
Comparing the situation in
Bengal with that of terror-hit
Jammu & Kashmir, Modi said
“even in terror-hit Jammu &
Kashmir the panchayat and
then general elections did not
see a single incident of violence
whereas in Bengal each and
every phase of elections have
witnessed violence.”
From the first phase to the
sixth phase “there was not a
district or not a seat that did
not witness violence and bloodshed,” he said alleging “this is
all the result of your ballooning ego. You think that Bengal
is your personal property and
you are getting angry out of the
frustration of defeat staring in
your face.”

P

“Banerjee had problems with
the people of UP, Bihar and
other States living in Bengal but
she does not have problems
with the infiltrators.”
Apparently aware that the
damage of Ishwar Chandra
Vidya Sagar’s statue by alleged
BJP youth had hurt the Bengali
sentiments Modi said he would
get a new 5-metal statue constructed.
Criticising Banerjee for
“insulting the Election
Commission, CAPF and other
constitutional institutions” for
allegedly “playing partisan role
in the elections,” Modi said
“these are the same bodies
which saved you from the Left
violence. Had they not been
there in 2009 and 2011 you
would never have been the
Chief Minister of this State.”
He said, “you are free to
dream to become a Prime
Minister but you have no right
to abuse the constitutional
authorities of the country.”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at
an election rally in Mathurapur,
south of Kolkata, on Thursday AP

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n
DIAMOND HARBOUR

he last day of a truncated
seventh phase campaigning
saw Bengal Chief Mamata
Banerjee hitting out both at the
BJP and its “buddy” Election
Commission for teaming up to
defeat the “sane democratic
forces” and vouched not to
yield an inch of land to the
Lotus symbol.
Calling Prime Minister
Narendra Modi a “liar” and BJP
president Amit Shah a “goonda” who ignited communal
fire wherever he went, the
Chief Minister held the latter
responsible for breaking of
renaissance icon Ishwar
Chandra Vidya Sagar’s statue.
Referring to the Tuesday’s
incident Banerjee told a huge
rally at Diamond Harbour, “it
is the habit and culture of the
BJP to break statues. They
have done it with the statues of
other stalwarts like BR
Ambedkar too.”

T

Didi’s nephew threatens PM with libel
Modi said, “Didi’s anger
stems from the fact that the
people have rejected him and
she cannot accept this truth,”
adding “I advise you Didi to
accept the truth that the people have rejected you. You considered yourself the supreme
leader of Bengal but you forgot
that the people are the supreme

in democracy.”
In an apparent bid to allure
the youth he said “Didi you are
facing not the old Left but the
young of 21st century generation of Bengal who would give
you a befitting reply.”
In what experts called a bid
to divide the State along linguistic lines Modi said

Kolkata: Abhishek Banerjee the nephew of Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on Thursday threatened Prime
Minister Narendra Modi with a legal notice for accusing him of
illegally occupying building from where he was running his party
office. Modi had earlier alleged that “Bhatija” (Abhishek) was illegally occupying the building from where the TMC ran its party
office in his constituency. “Apologise within 48 hours or I shall
send you a legal notice for telling the lie,” he said. Elsewhere at
Durgapur Railway Station a man was arrested by the GRP for
carrying unexplained cash amounting to Rs 70 crore. He was carrying the cash in a trolley bag. Earlier two men, including an
alleged former PA of State BJP president Dilip Ghosh was arrested from Assansol Station with Rs 1 crore.
PNS

It were the “goondas led by
the BJP president — a habitual riot-monger — who broke
the statue of our national icon,”
Banerjee said rejecting Modi’s
offer to erect a grand statue of
the social early 19th century
social reformer.
Rejecting the Prime
Minister’s offer to rebuild a
“panch dhatu” (five-metals) statue of Vidya Sagar she said
“Bengal does not need your help.
We are solvent enough to honour our own icons. We don’t
want to take help from you.”
Calling Modi a “liar who
promised to build the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya but went
back on his promise,” she said
the BJP leaders “should hold
their ears and do sit-ups for
telling lies and spreading a
violent culture in India.” She
said “first build the Ram
Temple and then build the
statue of Vidya Sagar.”
The BJP leaders had insulted the Bengalis by hurting
their sentiment and that the
people of the State would take
the proper revenge for the act,
she said. Asking the people not
to vote for those who call
Bengal a bankrupt state she
said Shah was a “goonda neta
who called Bengal kangal (destitute),” adding the people of
the State were waiting for May
19 when they would “not give
BJP a single vote.”
Attacking the ECI for
working in the interests of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and his saffron outfit she thundered: “Modi is afraid of me
(Banerjee) and the Bengali

Mamata
Banerjee
addresses an
election rally in
Mathurapur,
Kolkata, on
Thursday
AP

electorate which is why he has
now decided to invoke the EC
to subjugate the State. But I can
assure you that till I am alive I
will never let that happen and
fight the battle till the last.”
She said the EC had been
sold out to the BJP. “ECI seems
to have been sold out to the BJP,
which is why it is acting in a
partisan manner.” While her
nephew and MP Abhishek
Banerjee said, “Lotus cannot
bloom inBengal as it only blossoms in mud and the water in
Bengal is as clear as crystal”
Banerjee said despite media
hype and violent attempts to
capture power “like they did in
Tripura,” the “BJP will get zero
seats in Bengal.”
The junior Banerjee is contesting from Bengal’s port town
south of Kolkata from where he
won last time by more than two

lakh votes.
This time round Diamond
Harbour is witnessing a multicornered fight with TMC’s
Abhishek Banerjee contesting
against the BJP’s Nilanjan Roy
and CPI(M)’s Fuad Halim.
Attacking the EC for giving
the Opposition parties a truncated last phase slashing the
campaign time by more than a
day Banerjee said this was
done to suit Prime Minister
because “the BJP has no organisational or grassroots base
and it depends solely upon
Modi,” alleging the poll time
was shortened keeping in view
the Prime Minister’s public
rallies on Thursday.
“The campaigning ends
with PM’s rallies. This is a
biased way of handling the
polls. I am sorry to say that but
I have to say it” Banerjee said.

On May 23 it will be ‘bye-bye’ for Modi, claims Rahul BJP seeks action against criminals
PTI n BIKRAM (BIHAR)

rime Minister Narendra
Modi has carefully avoided
speaking on the issue of corruption during campaign, but
we have not allowed him to
escape, Congress president
Rahul Gandhi said on
Thursday, claiming it will be
“bye-bye” for him on May 23.
Addressing a rally in the
Pataliputra Lok Sabha segment, from where Misa Bharti
daughter of RJD supremo Lalu
Prasad is in the fray, Gandhi
attacked Modi for skirting
questions on promises he had
made like Rs 15 lakh in bank
accounts of all poor and creation of two crore jobs.
Asserting that the ruling BJP
was headed for a defeat in the
Lok Sabha polls, the Congress
chief claimed Modi would get a
befitting reply from the people
angry over his failure to fulfil
promises made five years ago
when votes in the current elections are counted on May 23.
In a veiled attack on the
interviews given by the Prime
Minister, including the one to
the Bollywood star Akshay
Kumar, Gandhi said questions
and answers are choreographed
to skirt the issue of his promises. All that we hear from Modi
ji these days are inanities like

P

how he eats a mango and why
he wears half-sleeved kurtas.
Repeating the slogan of
Chowkidar chor hai which has
rankled the BJP, Gandhi said
Modi must answer the questions
we have been raising with
regard to the Rafale deal. Why
he got the contract awarded to
Anil Ambani, why he agreed to
pay much more for the fighter
aircraft than had been earlier
agreed to and why Rafale would
not be manufactured in India.
He owes an answer to the
nation on these counts.
Modi has travelled the
entire country for his campaign, addressing rallies with
the help of tele-prompters. He
has carefully avoided speaking
on the issue of corruption. But
we have not allowed him to
escape. My challenge to him for
an open debate on corruption
still stands. He has been badly
exposed and, on May 23, it will
be a bye-bye for him, Rahul said.
Speaking about his proposed NYAY scheme, Gandhi
said financial assistance of Rs
72,000 per year to poor families would boost demand, leading to setting up of more industries and in turn fueling production and creation of jobs. It
will propel the economy like
diesel propels a tractor.
Rahul also accused Modi of

for free & fair polls in Bengal

Congress president Rahul Gandhi with party’s Patna Sahib candidate Shatrughan Sinha and others during a roadshow in Patna
on Thursday
PTI

making Bihar a berozgaari
(unemployment) ka centre and
charged the Nitish Kumar
Government in the State with
failure to provide relief to farmers through measures like waiver of loans unlike in Congressruled States where it has been
given top priority.
The Congress president,
who toured the state in the first
four phases of elections but
skipped the next two, urged the
people to vote for Misa Bharti,
showering praises on her father
serving sentences in fodder
scam cases for his fight for

social justice. Earlier, Bhartis
younger brother Tejashwi
Yadav, who has emerged as the
partys de facto leader in their
fathers absence, called the BJP
candidate Ram Kripal Yadav
paltu chacha no. 2 (turncoat
number two).
Yadav has been using the
epithet paltu for Chief Minister
and JD(U) president Nitish
Kumar whose exit from the
Mahagathbandhan two years
ago made the RJD lose power
in the state and stripped him of
the Deputy CMs post.
Ram Kripal Yadav, now a

Union Minister, was a close
aide of Lalu Prasad, who quit
the RJD to join BJP ahead of
the 2014 parliamentary elections and won from Pataliputra
seat defeating Misa.
In a show of unity within
the jailed RJD chiefs family, his
wife Rabri Devi and elder son
Tej Pratap Yadav too attended
the rally where other leaders of
the Opposition alliance like former Union Minister and RLSP
chief Upendra Kushwaha
besides ex-CM and HAM
founding president Jitan Ram
Manjhi were also present.

Regional parties’ govt will be
unstable, won’t last long: Moily

PIL for review
of parties having
names with
religious
connotations

PTI n HYDERABAD

New Delhi (PTI): A PIL has
been moved in the Delhi
High Court seeking direct ions to t he E le c t ion
Commission (EC) to review
political parties having names
with religious connotations
or using symbols similar to
that of the national flag and
to de-register them if they do
not change them within three
months. The petition by BJP
le ader Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay has contended that
use of names with religious
connotations or symbols similar to the national flag or
emblem might prejudicially
affect the poll prospects of a
candidate and would amount
to a corrupt practice under
the Representation of the
People Act (RPA) of 1951.
“Review the political parties, registered with religious,
caste, ethnic or linguistic
connotations and ensure that
they are not using a flag, similar to the national flag and
de-register them if they fail to
change it within t hre e
months,” the plea has urged
the high court which is likely to hear the matter on
Friday. Upadhyay, also a
lawyer, has claimed in his
plea that such a step would
help to ensure free and fair
elections.

enior Congress leader M
Veerappa Moily on
Thursday said he does not
rule out the possibility of
regional parties forming government with the support of a
Rahul Gandhi-led alliance, but
said such a dispensation would
not be stable and not last long.
He said the third front
experiments in the past with
smaller parties heading the
government — whether it was
led by VP Singh or Charan
Singh or Chandrashekhar —
have been failures.
“Any future government
will be stable with one national party leading regional parties
and the government,” Moily
told PTI in a telephonic interview, ahead of the declaration
of Lok Sabha election results
next week.
Asked if he does not foresee the possibility of regional
parties forming government
with the Congress supporting it,
the former Union Minister said:
“I am not ruling out the possibility but it will not be a strong
government. Stability will not be
there for the government”.
He argued that a government would be stable only
when it is led by a national
party, amid some reports that

S

speculated that the election
could throw up a fractured
verdict.
“Otherwise, (a third front)
government cannot be stable, it
has never remained stable;
even with strongest leaders
like
VP
Singh
or
Chandrashekhar. It is a matter
of couple of months or one or
two years (before collapse of
government)”, the former
Karnataka Chief Minister said.
Amid talks in some quarters that regional parties not
aligned with the UPA and
NDA may get more seats than
the Congress, Moily said the
question is who would unite all
the regional parties.
“There should be a common factor to join them together; otherwise it will be a disintegrated group”, he said.
According to him, regional outfits need a national party
to bind them together. “One
national party will have to be
there to cement the bonding
(among regional parties)”.
“It will become a compulsion for regional parties to
unite together against the BJP”,
claimed Moily, who had earlier served as the AICC incharge of Tamil Nadu and
erstwhile Andhra Pradesh.
“So, possibility of a good
(UPA) government with

regional parties is a certainty”.
“If the Congress-led UPA
does not get majority, he said
the party would have to form
government (along with other
willing parties not part of UPA)
for the sake of the nation, to
provide a stable government”.
“It will be a compulsion (to
form government), ultimately...
Rahul Gandhi... our ideology
sometimes may not agree with
such a combination or formation (of government with
regional parties) but even then
for the sake of the unity of the
country, I think Rahul Gandhi
will have to agree on this,” he
said.
“Having known his
(Gandhi’s) position and ideology, he is a person... sometimes

he may not be willing to compromise on this. But in ultimate
analysis, he (Gandhi) has to be
projected as a leader to unite all
these regional parties”, Moily
said.
Moily also talked about
the possibility of YSRCP joining hands with the UPA led by
the Congress, which has repeatedly expressed commitment
to give special category status
to Andhra Pradesh in the event
of being voted to power, a key
demand of the YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy-led party.
“They (YSRCP) will join
the UPA, or they will support
the UPA from outside or they
will join the government. It is
a possibility. Sometimes, necessity ultimately will be the driving force to unite together”, he
said. On efforts of TRS president and Telangana Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao
to forge a non-Congress, nonBJP federal front of regional
parties, Moily said he has got
his own ambition.
“One thing is certain is that
he (Rao) has already fallen out
from NDA. When he has fallen
out from NDA, what is the
option left to him? Of course, he
is a person who will make very
strong bargain for some important positions, that is what he has
been telling,” he said.

BJP delegation leave after meeting with the Election
Commission of India, in New Delhi, on Thursday
PNS n NEW DELHI

head of the campaigning
coming to an end for nine
A
Lok Sabha seats in West Bengal,
a delegation of BJP on
Wednesday met the Election
Commission (EC) seeking
action against criminals and
history-sheeters to ensure free
and fair polls in the State.
The Opposition leaders also
met the poll body to register
their strong protest to its decision to end the campaigning by
24 hours early in the state after
violence erupted during BJP
president Amit Shah’s roadshow in Kolkata on Tuesday.
However, the delegation
didn’t receive any satisfactory
answer from the electoral body,
said Congress leader Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, who led the delegation.
A BJP delegation, comprising Union ministers Prakash
Javadekar, Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi and Vijay Goel, met the
poll panel, a day after it invoked
Article 324 of the Constitution
to curtail campaigning by a day
in West Bengal for the seventh
and last phase of the general
elections, following violence
between BJP and TMC workers
in Kolkata and alleged that
there is a “complete constitutional breakdown of governance” in the State.
“From the reading of the
(EC) order, it can be safely surmised that there is complete
constitutional breakdown of
governance, and law and order

in the State... The denigration
of the country’s highest constitutional bodies like the EC and
the Prime Minister’s Office by
TMC chief Mamata Banerjee is
itself the biggest danger to the
India’s democratic traditions
and its constitution,” the BJP
said in a memorandum.
Besides action against
criminals, the party also
demanded that the ECappointed observers take
charge of non-statutory electoral functions like permissions, deployment of forces
and maintaining law and
order.”Senior officers of the
CAPF (Central Armed Police
Forces) like CRPF or CISF of
any other force may be asked
to personally supervise the
deployment of their forces and
ensure that act strictly in accordance with the guidelines
issued by the MHA,” it said in
its memorandum.
For his part, Singhvi said
without any quasi-judicial procedure, the EC had cut short
campaigning in West Bengal.
“They didn’t decide who was
behind the violence (at BJP
president Amit Shah’s roadshow in Kolkata). We and most
of the non-NDA parties have
alleged that BJP is behind the
vandalisation of Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar’s statue and violence
at the roadshow,” Singhvi said
after meeting with EC.
“If
the
Election
Commission does this, then the
result that comes out of it is that
the person, who is the culprit,

PTI

gets the benefit for his wrongdoing and the one, who is innocent, have to pay for this as they
have to cut short their campaigning process by 24 hours.
If evidence shows that BJP
was behind all this then why
non-NDA parties pay should
for it? We have not received a
satisfactory response from the
Election Commission on this,”
he said. Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader Sanjay Singh,
who was also a part of the delegation, said, “TMC and other
people should decide now
whether they will go to court
against this or not.”
Campaigning was originally scheduled to end at 5 pm
on Friday for the nine constituencies that will go to polls
on May 19.
Meanwhile, the delegation
also complained about
Raebareli Superintendent of
Police Vineet Singh to the EC.
“Elections were held on May 12
in Raebareli, but what happened on May 12 and May 14
there was a trailer, according to
us, and shows what wrong
things will happen on May 23,”
Singhvi said.
“We have informed that SP
Vineet Singh should immediately be transferred from there
as he is openly getting biased
towards BJP candidate Dinesh
Singh. Vineet Singh had helped
Dinesh Singh’s brother Avdesh
Singh in the District Panchayat
polls,” he added. Nine of the
state’s 42 Lok Sabha seats are
going to the polls on May 19.

Congress leaders Ahmed Patel and Abhishek Manu Singhvi talk as they leave along with other party’s leaders
after meeting the Election Commissioner, in New Delhi, on Thursday
PTI
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RAGA MOCKS PM WITH ‘MODILIES’

Congress president Rahul Gandhi on Thursday fired yet another
salvo at Prime Minister Narendra Modi accusing him of speaking
lies, and claimed even a website now “catalogues the best
‘Modilies’”. Rahul tweeted that “Modilies” is a new word that has
become popular worldwide. “Now there’s even a website that
catalogues the best Modilies!” the Congress president said on
twitter, along with a link to the website “Modi Lies: The Most
Accurate List of PM Modi’s Many Lies,” he said.

BJP OBJECTS PAINTING RESEMBLING CONG SYMBOL
Bihar BJP on Thursday objected to a painting resembling symbol
of a national party at three polling stations under Patna Sahib
constituency and demanded reinspection of all booths in the
district in view of this. A party delegation led by Bihar
BJP vice-president Devesh Kumar met Chief Electoral Officer
(CEO) H R Srinivasa and submitted a memorandum objecting
painting resembling the symbol of a political party
(Congress’ hand).

CM HDK, SIDDA LOCKED IN TWITTER DEBATE OVER KHARGE

Independent candidate
from Bihar richest
PNS n NEW DELHI

alf a dozen candidates
from among the top 10
richest candidates in the fray in
the ongoing Lok Sabha elections are from the Congress,
according to the National
Election Watch (NEW) and the
Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR).
While Ramesh Kumar
Sharma, an Independent from
Patliputra, is in pole position
with declared assets worth over
`1,107 crore, the second, third,
fourth and fifth slots are captured by Congress nominees.
The second in the list is
Konda Vishweshwar Reddy,
the Congress candidate from
Chevella in Telangana, with
total asset of `895 crore.
Nakul Nath, the Congress
nominee from Chhindwara, is

H

the third richest in the fray with
assets worth `660 crore, followed by another Congressman
H Vasanthakumar in the fourth
spot, who is contesting from
Kanyakumari in Tamil Nadu
with assets of over ` 417 crore.
With assets worth over
`374 crore, Congress leader
Jyotiraditya Scindia, who is
seeking re-election from Guna,
is fifth. He was richest in recently concluded sixth phase.
YSR Congress Party’s
Vijayawada candidate is in the
sixth position with assets worth
over `347 crore. Congress leaders Uday Singh, contesting from
Purnia in Bihar, and DK Suresh,
contesting from Bangalore
Rural in Karnataka, are seventh
and eighth in the list with assets
worth `341 crore and `338
crore, respectively.
K Raghu Rama Krishna

Raju, the YSRCP candidate
from Narsapuram, is ninth with
assets worth over `325 crore,
while TDP’s Jayadev Galla, who
is contesting from Guntur, is in
the 10th spot with assets worth
over `305 crore.
According to ADR, as
many as 48 per cent contesting the 2019 Lok Sabha polls
have declared graduation and
above educational qualifications. Of the 7,928 candidates,
3,808 (48 per cent) have
declared graduation and above
educational qualifications.
“While 3,477 (44 per cent)
have declared their educational qualifications between Class
V and Class XII pass, 3,808 (48
per cent), graduation and
above,” the ADR said. While
253 candidates have declared
themselves to be just literate,
163 candidates are illiterate.

Yogi urges Patna voters to
support Ravi Shankar
PTI n PATNA

ttar Pradesh Chief
U
Minister Yogi Adityanath
has urged people of the Bihar
capital to vote for BJP candidate from Patna Sahib, Ravi
Shankar Prasad, calling him
the ‘pairokar’ (advocate) for
Ram temple.
His achievements as
Union minister also included
a clampdown on triple talaq
and improved connectivity
through Digital India, the
BJP leader said at an election
meeting in the city late on
Wednesday night.
He is not only the
pairokar of Ram temple but
also the man responsible for
ensuring justice to ‘aadhi
aabadi’ (half the population a
Hindi colloquial used to
describe women) by attacking
the custom of triple talaq, the
UP chief minister said evoking
frenzied applause from the
crowd.
I am thankful that you
waited till so late to hear me. It
was important for me to come
here since you are going to elect
a person who is needed by millions of Ram Bhakts across the
country, he said.
Prasad, who is pitted
against sitting MP and
Congress
candidate
Shatrughan Sinha, was the
counsel for one of the petitioners in the Ayodhya title suit
which was decided by the
Lucknow bench of the
Allahabad High Court in 2010,
the appeal against which is
pending before the Supreme

Court.
As Law minister, he had
played a crucial role in introducing the controversial ordinance making triple talaq punishable with imprisonment
which was opposed by NDA
partners like the JD(U) which
was followed by a bill in
Parliament, where it met with
stiff resistance.
The UP chief minister,
who heads the Gorakhnath
Dham shrine of Gorakhpur,
also praised Prasad who holds
the IT and telecommunication portfolio before training
his guns at Trinamool Congress
supremo and West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee. In Bihar, which is
ruled by JD(U), BJP and LJP
together, the environment is
very good. But today I am coming from a state (West Bengal)

where law and order has collapsed, chaos prevails and
there is dictatorship in the
guise of democracy,
Adityanath said on a day
when the EC cut short the
campaign period in West
Bengal in the wake of violence
between BJP and TMC workers in Kolkata.
The BJP leader claimed
that he had three rallies
scheduled in West Bengal
earlier this week, permissions
for which were denied.
I said permission had
been withdrawn in an
immoral way. I will come to
Bengal and urge its people to
dislodge from power a government which believes in
such high-handedness.
Finally, I got permissions to
hold rallies on Wednesday
which, they ensured, reached
me late so that it became difficult for me to visit the venues,
he said.
Nevertheless, I addressed
the rallies before coming here.
“You all have seen how
Amit Shahs roadshow was
attacked... The Trinamool
Congress, Lalu Prasad’s RJD in
Bihar these are all birds of a
feather (ek hi thaili ke chatte
batte). The entire country is
reverberating with the cry ‘Phir
ek baar Modi Sarkaar’. And this
is why all these opponents of
the BJP are in panic, the BJP
leader said.
Patna Sahib goes to polls,
along with seven other Lok
Sabha seats of Bihar, in the final
phase of general elections on
Sunday.

Karnataka Chief Minister HD Kumaraswamy’s remark that veteran
Congress leader Mallikarjun Kharge should have been offered the
top post long ago has triggered a twitter debate between him and
the ruling coalition coordination committee chief
Siddaramaiah. Kumaraswamy’s statement about Kharge had come
at atime when there was growing clamour within the
Congress for Siddaramaiah to become the Chief Minister once
again, resulting ina public spat between the grand old party and
the JDS.

BJP CREATING ‘EMERGENCY-LIKE’ SITUATION: NCP

The BJP is deliberately creating an “Emergency-like situation” as it
is staring at a defeat in the ongoing Lok Sabha polls, the NCP
alleged on Thursday, as it attacked the ruling party over the
violence in West Bengal. The BJP hit back promptly, accusing the
ruling Trinamool Congress (TMC) in West Bengal of creating the
“Emergency-like situation” there by resorting to “repressive”
measures.

BJP TO SUFFER NET LOSS OF SEATS THIS POLLS: REPORT
A new report has claimed that the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) is
set to suffer a net loss of seats in the ongoing Lok Sabha elections,
but will still emerge as the single largest party. The Economist
Intelligence Unit (EIU) report expects the BJP to form a coalition
government after the election results are out on May 23 with the
support of the regional parties and incumbent Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will secure a second term in office. The EIU expects
at least three regional parties — the Biju Janata Dal (BJD), the
Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) and the YSR Congress Party
(YSRCP) — to back the next BJP-led Government at the Centre.

ongress president Rahul
Gandhi Thursday met a
C
D a lit woman w ho was
allegedly gang-raped in front
of her husband in Rajasthan’s
Alwar district, party sources
said. Gandhi was accompanied by Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot, deputy CM Sachin
Pilot and Congress national
general secretary Avinash
Pandey, they said.
“Such things will not be
tolerated. The victim will get
justice. The moment I got to
know about the incident, I
called Gehlot ji and told him
that I want to come. This is
not a political issue for me
but an emotional issue,”
Gandhi told reporters here.
He said, a message should

go across the country, not just
in Rajasthan that “this will
not be tolerated.”
Responding to a question
about his conversation with
the victim’s family, Gandhi
said, “They spoke about justice. They will get justice and
action will be taken against
the people involved in the
crime.”
On charges levelled by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi that state government
was negligent in the case, he
said, “I am not here to do politics over the issue but to
meet the family. The family
will get ‘Nyay’ (justice).”
He was earlier scheduled
to arrive here Wednesday.
On Apr i l 26, six
miscreants accosted the
woman and her husband

on the Thanagazi-Alwar
bypass and took them to an
isolated place, where they
allegedly raped her in front of
him.
An FIR was lodged on
May 2 and the accused circulated a video clip of the
cr ime
on
May
4.
Subsequently, five accused,
who allegedly raped the
woman, and the one who
shot and circulated the video
clip, have been arrested.
The incident triggered
widespread protests in Alwar,
Jaipur, Dausa and nearby
areas and a protest march led
by BJP’s Rajya Sabha MP
Kirori Lal Meena had turned
violent in Dausa on Tuesday,
leaving over half-a-dozen
people injured.
Prime Minister Modi,

DIGITAL VILLAGES MAY
TURN TABLES IN BIHAR!
p In Patna region,
around 30 Common
Service Centre, a
special purpose
vehicle, to provide
basic electronic
services such as
banking to villagers
have been set up
p Overall, in Bihar, there
are total of 80 Digi
Villages. Even remotest
one like Fathua,
Bakhtiyarpur, has now
been rechristened like
Digi Gaon Fathua

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA n
NEW DELHI/PATNA

ith the stage set for the
final phase of polling for
W
the Lok Sabha elections, one of
the key battles will be for the
Patna Sahib seat in Bihar where
senior BJP leader and Union
Electronics and Information
Technology Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad is taking on
rebel-turned Congress candidate Bihari babu Shatrughan
Sinha.
But in the mid of the frensied elections what has gone
unnoticed is how voters in the
State’s Digital Villages, part of
the Modi Government’s egovernance mega initiative,
have chosen to vote.
After all, it is Prasad, the
Union Minister from Bihar,
who spearheads the digital
movement at the behest of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. In Patna region alone, as
many as 30 Common Service
Centre (CSC), a special purpose vehicle (SPV), to provide
basic electronic services such
as banking to villagers have
been set up.
Overall, in Bihar, there are
a total of 80 such Digi Villages.
Even the remotest one like
Fathua, Bakhtiyarpur, has now
been rechristened like Digi
Gaon Fathua.
Then there are villages
like Kahra (Saharsa), one of
the most backward villages of
the country, Andalee in
Supaul, Kolhar, Gauripanda
and Daniawan in and around
Patna while those in the
remotes areas are Jamuniya,
Misrauliya and Machragawa

in Saran to name a few. They
are all part of the 2.5 lakh villages across the country where
Prasad’s Ministry has been
mandated to set up basic
facilities.
“For the last couple of
years, villagers have been availing of all services of government like banks, pensions and
other financial services, passport submission, education
enquiries and many more right
at their village door steps,
thereby saving the villagers
from travelling to main district
headquarters or townships,”
locals pointed out.
They said smaller villages
have more of hutments but
they have been taking pride in
naming their village with the
prefix Digi. But will such
development initiatives trump
the caste factors at play in
Bihar? Residents from a crosssection of villages came up
with mixed reactions but the
common underlining outcome was that caste arithmetic
goes hand-in-hand with developmental agenda.

The Digital Villages have
been equipped with solar
lighting facility in their community centre, energy efficient
LED assembly unit, sanitary
napkin unit with active participation on Asha and
Anganwadi workers and Wifi Choupal, officials pointed
out adding these villages
would also have the regular
CSC services like Aadhaar,
banking, telemedicine, education, financial services etc.
“This is a very significant
step in transformation of core
area of governance and give
the rural India a comfortable
life by the use of technology
for overall community
empowerment,” said Dr
Dinesh Kumar Tyagi, CEO of
CSC. While an investment of
about Rs 10 lakh is required
for turning one village into a
digital one, the Centre is likely to spend Rs 10,000 crore in
setting up one lakh digital villages across the country in the
next five years. CSC will set up
20,000 digital villages every
year in the next five years.

BJP, Cong sweat it for Parrikar’s Panaji
PTI n PANAJI

fter the elections for Goa’s
A
two Lok Sabha seats, the
BJP and the Congress are
preparing for a face-off in the
bypoll for Panaji Assembly
constituency, which was held
by former chief minister
Manohar Parrikar. The bypoll
was necessitated after Parrikar’s
death in March. Refusing ticket to the late chief minister’s
son, Utpal, the BJP has fielded former MLA Siddharth
Kunkolienkar.
Kunkolienkar has represented the seat in the absence
of Parrikar in 2015 and 2017
assembly elections, when the
latter was the Union defence
minister. He is pitted against
Congress’s
Antanasio
Monserratte, a former minister in state governments led by

Parrikar and Digambar Kamat.
In the 2017 Goa Assembly
elections, Kunkolienkar had
defeated Monserratte, who had
contested as an Independent
and was supported by the
Congress. Parrikar wrested
Panaji seat from the Congress
25 years ago and had held on
it strongly ever since.
In the absence of strongman Parrikar, the BJP is leaving no stone unturned to reach
out to the electorate. Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant is
camping in the state capital
and has been seen mingling
with the morning crowd at
Mirmar beach on several occasions.
Both the parties are confident of winning.
While the Congress hopes
to benefit from the BJP’s decision to not field Utpal,

Kunkolienkar is counting on
Parrikar’s legacy and the development work done by the BJP
government.
“With Utpal in the contest,
the fight would have been difficult for us. Not that we would
have lost the election, but the
difficulty level would have
been certainly high. Now, it’s
an easy run for us,” Goa
Pradesh Congress Committee
(GPCC) president Girish
Chodankar
told
PTI.Kunkolienkar is also
upbeat about his chances. “We
have our target fixed. We want
to poll 10,000 votes and that
will give us a winning margin.
We are confident of getting it,”
he said.
Panaji has 22,000-plus voters, of which 15,000 turned up
for voting in the last assembly
elections.

Politics should not be like
India vs Pak: Sukhbir
PTI n PANNIWALA FATTA

xpressing concern about political
discourse hitting a new low in
E
Election 2019, Shiromani Akali Dal
president Sukhbir Badal says politics
should not become an “India versus
Pakistan” situation. The chief of one
of BJP’s oldest allies hailed Prime
Minister Narendra Modi as a decisive
and strong prime minister and said he
is the only choice to steer the NDA
after the Lok Sabha election results.
“We need a strong prime minister...after so many years we got a prime
minister who is decisive. You can’t let
the country run on auto mode...we
need a leader who can take the country on the path of faster growth,” Badal
told PTI in an interview.
He also articulated his concerns

about personal attacks against leaders
and the quality of leaders in the ongoing Lok Sabha election, now in its last
lap. “We politicians are not enemies...
we are not like India-Pakistan... politics should not be like India versus
Pakistan, which it is unfortunately
becoming.” Everyone has their own
views but still we are all Indians and
the interest of the country is important for us, Badal said. “There may be
a platform where we may have to be
together against a common enemy,”
Badal added. Asked if the NDA might
need new partners after the results and
demand a change of leadership, he
said, “People are voting for him
(Modi) and he is the right person to
lead the country. I think we should
stick with him post results. He is the
only choice.”

Rahul meets Alwar gang-rape victim, says she will get justice
PTI n JAIPUR
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COUNTDOWNTOFINALPHASE

BSP supremo Mayawati and
other leaders have condemned the incident.
Hitting out at PM Modi,
Chief Minister Gehlot said,
“Entire country knows he
(Modi) is doing politics. He
speaks lie, which is unfortunate. The entire BJP is holding protest, it shows who is
indulging in politics.”
Clarifying on government
action in the gang-rape case,
the CM said, “The FIR in the
case was lodged on May 2.
Charge sheet in the case will
be filed in next seven days.
For the victim a job will be
managed.”
Gehlot announced to
divide Alwar into two districts for policing.
“Alwar is a critical district. We have done a study.

Crime in the district is more
than any other district.
Looking into which we have
decided to divide the district
in two parts for policing,” he
said.
The accused will get punishment and effective monitoring of the case will be
done, he added.
Gehlot said after the incident the state government has
decided that a victim woman
can lodge a complaint at the
SP office if she faces problem
at police station.
In addition, the government is going to appoint a
woman nodal officer of
deputy SP rank at the district
level on the lines of nodal
officer to deal with the cases
relate d to at ro cities on
SC/STs.

Ahead of the election, the
two parties have also been
trading barbs, with the BJP
playing up the criminal cases
against Monserratte and the
Congress
accusing
Kunkolienkar of corruption.
Monserratte was booked in
May 2016 for allegedly raping
a minor girl. He is also facing
a case for allegedly leading a
mob which pelted stones at the
Panaji police station in 2010.
On the other hand, the
Congress has been targeting
Kunkolienkar for alleged corruption in the ‘Smart City’ project.“It’s a fight between a person with character and (a)
characterless (person),” Sawant
said, referring to the cases
against Monserratte.
“People will vote to respect
Parrikar and his vision for
development, which we are

taking ahead,” he said, adding
that the BJP has a strong presence in the constituency and
will win the seat comfortably.
Defending himself, Monserratte
claimed he had been framed in
the two cases.
“I was framed in both the
cases. I know who framed me
and I will expose them in due
course of time. Both the cases
are before the court and I have
full faith in the judiciary,” the
former minister told PTI.
The BJP faces another challenge — former state Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)
chief Subhash Velingkar, who is
contesting on Goa Suraksha
Manch (GSM) ticket.
The GSM is the political
outfit he launched after he was
sacked from the RSS — considered the BJP’s ideological
parent.
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Musings on science

Sonia’s
olive
branch
The Congress has woken up to the grand alliance
alternative but it may be too little too late
s election results draw closer, with some
predicting the possibility of a reduced tally
for the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and
a strong showing by federal players, the
Congress has decided to croak with rightsounding noises. And though it played a spoiler rather than being an enabler in stitching a
pre-poll alliance, appearing selfish about its own
organisational gains than being a responsible
Opposition entity, it fears a backlash and wants
to make palliative amends. That’s why senior
Congress leader Ghulam Nabi Azad sought to
calm doubters that the party was downplaying this Lok Sabha election only because
it did not have a shot at prime ministership with placatory statements that should
have been made a long time ago and could have made a difference. He has said
the party would not make it an issue if the Prime Minister’s chair was not offered
to it. This is being read as a message to allies and prospective federal partners
— some of whom are more qualified in terms of depth of political experience
and leadership than Congress chief Rahul Gandhi — that they do not have to
pay obeisance to the grand old party simply because it had a bigger national
footprint. Everybody knows a Congress-led government rather than a federal frontled one has been the deal-breaker of the mahagathbandhan. So this change of
tack regarding territorial might means the Congress has realised that it needs
props or could well find itself on crutches. While leaders such as MK Stalin, Tejashwi
Yadav and even Arvind Kejriwal have said they were ready to support Gandhi,
stalwarts such as Sharad Pawar, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
and Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) chief Mayawati consider themselves better
claimants. This is the reason why UPA chairperson Sonia Gandhi, too, has stepped
out of the shadows to begin confabulations with allies and neutral players like
Biju Janata Dal (BJD) chief Naveen Patnaik and Telangana Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao. The last has been particularly in the news for pushing a
non-BJP, non-Congress third front and making his entry to the grand alliance conditional on not surrendering control to the Congress. Sonia is reported to be making the best efforts for a rapprochement for she realises that the Congress would
be considered a villain in the event of a decisive win of the BJP-led coalition and
the party could be further reduced in significance and perhaps would have to
abandon hopes of winning any other Lok Sabha in the future. So she and her
trusted aides have already begun working the phone lines to kingmakers like Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu and also YSR Congress’ Jaganmohan
Reddy. By widening the umbrella and assuring that she was still the power centre, Sonia wants to keep a UPA III ready in case of a fractured mandate.
Rahul Gandhi and sister Priyanka may have breathed fresh life into the Congress
and built a youth-driven machinery but are still not ripe enough to deal with challenges of realpolitik and the oversized egos of veterans. Sonia is still the bridge
for both the Opposition and the generational divide within her own party. She
has the better experience of being an adhesive of multi-party interests, having
negotiated the troublesome journeys of UPA I and II. Many alliance partners and
potential ones prefer to deal with her directly, given past associations, than Congress
president Rahul Gandhi. This was evident during the Karnataka alliance with HD
Kumaraswamy last year. Even Trinamool Congress chief Mamata Banerjee has
said she was more comfortable with Sonia. She is the only reassurance and
voice of reason for the old guard, who see their continuity through hers. This is
why she gave the chief ministerial posts in Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh to
seniors like Ashok Gehlot and Kamal Nath, who in turn have favourable interpersonal relationships across the political spectrum. Question is if she can diagnose the ills now, why didn’t she seize the alliance initiative earlier? For no doubt,
if the Opposition does come within hand-shaking distance of power and fails
because of the split in the anti-BJP vote, the Congress would be wholly to blame.
It could have supported a federal front from the outside and still prepare itself
for 2024. It can forget a comeback with an emboldened BJP return.
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Space age diplomacy
NASA to send payload on Chandrayaan-2,
signals extra-terrestrial cooperation
his, too, is happening. The US space
agency NASA is literally hitching a ride
on Chandrayaan-2, India’s second
Moon mission satellite. Planned for a July
launch, it will have 13 payloads and one passive experiment from NASA. No doubt that
our second mission has more special memories to make, like landing on the moon’s
South Pole, so far an unexplored region. The
rover will roll out for carrying out more scientific experiments than attempted ever
before. And with its landing, India will become
the fifth country in the world to achieve the feat after the Soviet Union in 1959,
the US in 1969, China in December 2013 and Israel in 2019. But the approval
and trust of NASA, which is facing huge budget cuts and is desperately trying
to procure funds for a new lunar mission in 2024, shows that India has arrived
in the space age with its ingenious and cost-effective modules. And at least in
space technology, we do not have to deal with a Western bias.
Space, therefore, is quickly turning into not just our final frontier, but a profitable, multi-dimensional one. The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)
has in a quick spurt of a decade or so emerged as one of the key players in the
global space market, particularly as a low-cost carrier of surveillance and communication satellites. Ever since we launched 104 satellites in a single rocket
(PSLV-C37), 96 of which were from the US, even the big space-probing nations
have acknowledged our credibility. The New York Times commended ISRO for
the high-risk launch “because the satellites, released in rapid-fire fashion every
few seconds from a single rocket as it travelled at 17,000 miles an hour, could
collide with one another in space if ejected into the wrong path.” Even the BBC
took note of how ISRO was “shocking the rest of the world with brilliant accomplishments on a Spartan budget.” With many of our landmark missions, too,
now costing much lesser than equivalents in Russia, Europe and the US, India
can now proudly proclaim to have shifted the axis of the space race to Asia. So
ISRO deserves a pat for pretty much being a self-starter, acting independently
and setting achievable goals over the last four years. As this bit of news sinks
in, there’s the next lunar mission and preparations for Gaganyaan or the manned
mission, intended for 2022, to look forward to. Of course, it is easy enough to
rest on laurels. But ISRO still has bigger challenges to overcome like developing capabilities to launch heavy communications to high altitudes, go for orbital
docking facilities and orbital re-fuelling. There is also need for vertical integration with the private sector for cutting-edge research and technology. Only then
will ISRO be considered a competitive player in the longer run.
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As the election season comes to a close, it’s time for the Prime Minister to shun ‘raw
wisdom’ in favour of ‘scientific temper.’ It’s unlikely that his radar will pick this up

AJOY KUMAR
mid a highly charged atmosphere of election campaigning, this past week gave us
some humour. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi may not have
delivered on his promises in the past five
years but he was kind enough to lend a
little levity to the election trail. In a television interview recently, on the topic of
Balakot, he said that on the day the
airstrikes were to happen, some experts
raised concerns about the cloudy weather but he was of the view that India could
benefit from the bad weather as it would
affect Pakistan’s radar technology and aid
our Air Force. While the entire episode
became a subject of joke with many
memes doing the rounds on the internet
— some commentators even claimed that
Prime Minister Modi was joking —
much like Modi’s tenure as the Prime
Minister, his joke, too, was cruel.
The cruelty of the joke was that while
discussing and considering such an important strategic decision, the Prime Minister
chose to disregard the concern expressed
by our experts in favour of what he calls
“raw wisdom.” It is this “raw wisdom”
which has been on display for the past five
years. This week’s episode was the latest of
the many. In my article this week, I will talk
about how it is time we shelved this “raw
wisdom” in favour of “scientific temper.”
In his book, The Discovery of India,
Former Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
had said that “scientific temper” is “...the
refusal to accept anything without testing and trial, the capacity to change previous conclusions in the face of new evidence, the reliance on observed fact and
not on pre-conceived theory.” Therefore,
the ingredients of scientific temper
include: (i) the ability to read and learn
in order to gain knowledge about a particular subject; (ii) humility; and (iii)
being able to change one’s view in the face
of newly-gained knowledge and information. Let us examine if the Prime Minister
has been able to display any of these
ingredients during his tenure.
Ability to learn: This aspect is limited not merely to reading up relevant material; it also requires a person to learn from
experts in a particular domain. The
“radar” fiasco by Modi was hardly the latest example where he chose to reject expert
opinion. Take the example of demonetisation. It was one of the worst economic
decisions taken by any democratic
Government. It was sprung on all of us
one fine evening in November 2016.
Planning for note bandi was faulty, which
was evident by the huge lines at ATMs and
banks and the deaths of many elderly people, who succumbed to the long waiting
hours while trying to withdraw money to
ensure that they could continue their day
to day lives. That wasn’t all.
Demonetisation was not just a shock to us,
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the citizens, but also to our
experts. As per reports, the
country’s central bank, the
Reserve Bank of India, was not
even consulted before Prime
Minister Modi sprung his great
economic idea on us, as if the
citizens of India are guinea pigs
for every idea that springs
from his brain. What was the
consequence of not adopting a
scientific approach and not listening to the view of experts in
a particular domain? We were
told that this was done to
reduce black money and transition to a cashless economy.
However, when the dust
settled, several reports, including one by the RBI, and various analysis by domain experts
showed that none of the mission was accomplished.
Reports suggest that black
money, in fact, entered the system as white money. Even the
goal of a cashless economy
remains a pipe dream as the
economy is now at the same
cash level as prior to the
announcement of demonetisation. So what was exactly
achieved?
The informal economy
suffered a crushing blow,
which left the economy stuttering. Further, the decision created havoc in people’s lives.
That Prime Minister Modi

undertook this ill-advised dive
into monetary policy was not
so tragic than the fact that he
took this decision without
having the humility to consult
the experts in this domain.
This brings us to another
ingredient of scientific temper.
Humility: This is not a
concept that the Prime
Minister is familiar with. Often
referring to himself in third
person, he rarely displays this
grace when talking down to us
as everyday citizens. Another
way of expressing humility is
by accepting that you were
wrong. However, Modi has
never believed he was wrong
and, certainly, has never apologised. Whether it be demonetisation or insulting the memory of a late Prime Minister,
who was assassinated by terrorists, the words, “I was
wrong and I apologise” do not
exist in the Prime Minister’s
vocabulary. One only hopes
that instead of showering us
with his in-depth knowledge of
“radar” systems, Modi will
have the humility to apologise
before the election season is
over. That perhaps could be
hoping for too much.
Open mind: The third
ingredient of scientific temper
is not being rigid in one’s
view. On this aspect, too, the

THE INGREDIENTS
OF SCIENTIFIC
TEMPER INCLUDE:
(I) THE ABILITY TO
READ AND LEARN
IN ORDER TO
GAIN KNOWLEDGE
ABOUT A
PARTICULAR
SUBJECT; (II)
HUMILITY; AND
(III) BEING ABLE
TO CHANGE ONE’S
VIEW IN
THE FACE OF
NEWLY-GAINED
KNOWLEDGE AND
INFORMATION

Prime Minister is found lacking. Modi has time and again
sought to muzzle the opinions
of the Opposition. This has not
only been done in Parliament,
where objections and amendments to crucial Bills have
been discarded, but in the
public discourse as well. In the
case of the Goods and Services
Tax (GST), concerns surrounding the infrastructure
to implement the GST, as
desired by the BJP, were repeatedly rejected because of a lack
of humility by the ruling
Government. Contrast this
with the approach of Pandit
Nehru, who included those
leaders in his Cabinet even
though they often spoke
against him.
As this election season is
coming to a close, I sincerely
hope that Prime Minister Modi
tells us in his television interviews a little less about how he
likes khichdi and mangoes. He
must tell us a little more about
how he plans to imbibe some
of the values briefly discussed
above. Unfortunately, this forecast looks cloudy and it is
unlikely that the Prime
Minister’s “radar” will pick
this up.
(The writer is Jharkhand
PCC president, former MP and
IPS officer. Views are personal)

SOUNDBITE
Ban on campaign in nine constituencies in Bengal. EC has
one set of rules for Opposition
and another for the ruling
party. Highly condemnable.

Digital is my medium.
You can do anything on
it. And I don't mean only
bold content but you can
talk many languages.

If we continue living in this
way, engaging with each
other and the planet in the
way we do, then our very
survival is in doubt.

Considering the steep demand for
power, role of nuclear energy will
be significant. We need to develop efficient technologies to utilise
our resources to the maximum.
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LETTERS
Guided by self-interest
Sir — This refers to the editorial, “Slipping on oil”(May 16).
Now that US President Donald
Trump has triggered a trade war
with China, the industrial lobby
in America must be feeling
enthused to pursue interests of
members who deal with India.
Trump, who will be facing reelection next year, would rather
pander to his vote-bank than
consider the long democratic
ties with India.
Even as the US uses oil
sanctions to subdue Iran, Trump
gives no concessions to India,
which has been importing oil
and gas from America as an
alternate source in recent times.
Our Achilles heel lies in spending $330 million per day on
importing oil besides the exorbitant privilege of the US dollar
in which oil is traded. Global
efforts towards an alternative
currenc y has remained a
pipedream for decades now.
The US has always used us
as a fulcrum for leveraging its
interests. There is little leeway
for significant strategies.
R Narayanan
Navi Mumbai

TO

THE

EDITOR

Bengal’s intellectual pride
his refers to the editorial, “Ocean of darkness”
(May 16). The act of vandalisation of Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar’s statue was an attempt by
goons to destroy our evolutionary progress. After Raja
Ram Mohan Roy, it is Vidyasagar’s name that comes
to our minds as a strong pillar of Bengal Renaissance
in the 19th Century. College Street, where the incident
happened, was the heart of the Renaissance that
showed the light to India. There is nothing to worry
about as the evolutionary progress will keep giving us
great reformers like Vidyasagar, who fought existing
prejudices in the society like polygamy, child-marriage
and favored widow remarriage and women’s education in India. I learnt Bengali language through
Vidyasagar’s book, Bornoporichoy and Sanskrit
through his books Upakramonika and Byakaran
Koumudi.
Vidyasagar opened the gates of a Sanskrit college
for non-Brahmin students and did everything for
women's education — from establishing schools for
girls to conducting door-to-door campaigns, request-
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No-nonsense leader
Sir — This refers to the editorial, “Modi, Patnaik warm up”
(May 15). Biju Janata Dal chief
Naveen Patnaik, who has been
the Chief Minister of Odisha for
19 years, knows it very well what
suits him. Yes, he may suffer loss
of some seats due to anti-incum-

ing parents to send their daughters to school. It was
his efforts that got the Hindu Widow's Remarriage Act,
1856 decreed. He even got his son Narayan Chandra
married to an adolescent widow to set an example. No
one can ever destroy Vidyasagar, who was a man of
an exceptional character. He never bowed his head
either to high-ranking British officials or to inhuman
rituals in our society.
Sujit De
Kolkata

bency but Patnaik still remains
the tallest leader in the State. He
has maintained equal distance
from both the Congress and the
BJP. As long as he keeps his turf
Odisha with him and does not
see a strong threat, he does not
not mind supporting anyone at
the Centre.
Bal Govind
Noida

Blot on democracy
Sir — This refers to the editorial, “Ocean of darkness” (May
16). In the first place, vandalisation of statues of icons, which
has seen a rise in recent times,
not only goes against the democratic principle but also exposes the narrow mindset of the

perpetrators.
The vandalism of a statue of
educationist Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar at Vidyasagar
College is deplorable. The subsequent clashes between the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and Trinamool Congress (TMC)
workers left none in doubt that
both parties do not believe in
dissent. It is a fact that learning
is the nucleus of growth and
development. Vidyasagar held
this in high esteem, which even
inspired Swami Vivekananda
and many other intellectuals.
It is painful and distressing
to note that disrespect was
shown to a luminary, who was
revered by people across the
nation. Instead of playing the
blame-game, the BJP as well as
the TMC must pay heed to his
ethics and ethos of Vidyasagar.
The ugly events in Kolkata are
a blot on democracy; election
campaigns are not the prerogative of any single party. Only an
impartial inquir y will pin
responsibility, which must be
conducted sooner than later.
KR Srinivasan
Secundèrabad
Send your feedback to:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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Find a market
for R&D
The right kind of regulation and empathetic laws
are needed to help the academia and industry
collaborate to better the fate of our farmers

RAJESH AGGARWAL
very time we try to break through a critical situation, the lack
of inter-departmental coordination dawns on us — the academia’s hard work of R&D struggles to find a market, the industry reaches a stalemate when it comes to product advancement
and the Government is too overworked to act as a bridge between
the two. Agriculture, the biggest contributor to India’s Gross Domestic
Product, also suffers from this. The result is evident today as farmers have left their fields and have taken to the roads. What they lack
is continuous education and updation of technology — not only in
the traditional sense of the term defining literacy but also education related to farming activities, based on science that explains their
existing practices and dispels various myths.
Academic pursuits and the loop of scalability: There are several institutions, both private and Government, that are working continuously to develop new seed varieties, technology for crop protection, equipment and improve efficiency of existing ones with the
sole objective to benefit the farmers. Their main challenge is to retain
talent, which we are constantly losing to foreign institutions due to
problems of funds and infrastructure. Despite the many challenges,
innovative ideas are flourishing in the laboratories of these institutions. But then they struggle to find a market and, hence, get commercialised. No matter how promising the prototypes are, institutions find it difficult to scale innovation to a level that may sound
lucrative to the industry and farmers as well. Agricultural scholars
are also instrumental in identifying the best way for both farmers
and industry as well as bringing out existing loopholes and suggesting remedial moves. As a result, scholars with a sound understanding of the market and ground realities often find a place in the
various expert committees constituted by the Government from time
to time. But most of their recommendations remains in the books.
Did the industry dump the farmers’ interests? Detractors are
quick to blame the industry and dump academic success in the
name of poor profitability or scalability. But what they fail to realise
is that while a lab prototype marks intellectual success, it is developed in ‘ideal conditions’. It does provide a dependable model to
the industry to modify and make it suitable to the needs of the farmers. When put to test, the prototype may not perform because conditions there are often far from ideal. It is for the industry to bridge
this gap between the ‘ideal’ and the ‘real’. This should be a constant pursuit and requires interventions from other quarters as well.
The farmer does not care about increased numbers in the power
of the tractor; the price of the new variant and a substantial improvement in performance are a bigger concern for him. While it is both
easy to point fingers at the industry, accusing them of making profits at the cost of farmers, one cannot forget that the industry has
to be self-sustaining for which the business should be modelled
more to seek return on investment than philanthropy. The industry
has never shied from taking forward steps and is always ready to
collaborate with the Government to make the farmers’ lives easy.
Crucial role played by planners: Here comes the role of those
who make the laws. In recent times, we have seen that the
Government has been proactive in issuing relief packages for farmers in view of the elections. However, this came after farmers across
the country protested falling prices and lack of mechanism to ensure
MSP for designated crops, among others. While the farmers reeled
under poor prices, consumers endured rising inflation rates. Clearly,
there is a gap, which was precipitated by poor policy-making, driven by lack of ground-level knowledge and political will to include
agriculture into the core political discourse of the country. That is
indeed surprising for an agrarian country. However, in recent years,
Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) have emerged as a powerful tool to
transform agriculture in India. Incepted by the Government of India
through the Indian Council for Agricultural Research, a large network of over 600 KVKs across the country is fostering a multi-disciplinary approach in the farmers. The centres conduct technology assessment and refinement, disseminate knowledge and provide critical input support for the farmers. A NITI Aayog study on
the impact of KVKs on farmers found that 40 per cent farmers reported that they implemented the technology immediately after its dissemination by KVK and that 25 per cent did so from the next agricultural season. It found that technologies adopted resulted in higher productivity, enhanced incomes and reduction of drudgery.
Right amount of regulation and empathetic laws are the primary needs that will help the academia and industry collaborate
better and bring the best to the farmers to help them survive this
existential crisis: The only way to erase the evil of status quo of
today is to work hard in our respective domains but at the same
time, foster a better sense of collective responsibility so that the
benefits percolate from one domain to the other and reach the end
users in a form that would benefit them.
(The writer is MD of an insecticides company)
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT
NATHURAM GODSE WAS A PATRIOT, IS A PATRIOT
AND WILL REMAIN A PATRIOT. PEOPLE CALLING HIM
A TERRORIST SHOULD LOOK WITHIN.
—BJP CANDIDATE

INDIA’S SOUL IS AGAIN UNDER ATTACK BY THE RULING
DISPENSATION. THAKUR HAS CROSSED ALL LIMITS BY
DESCRIBING GODSE AS A TRUE NATIONALIST.
—CONGRESS SPOKESPERSON

PRAGYA THAKUR

RANDEEP SURJEWALA

Let’s not redefine Sufism
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan must avoid projecting his own confusion on
to his many impressionable and already confused young followers

NADEEM PARACHA
n May 5 this year, Prime Minister Imran
Khan broke ground for Al-Qadir University
of Sufism, Science and Technology in
Sohawa. Speaking at the event, Khan said that the
university will “link science and spirituality.” He
added that spirituality was a “super science”
requiring research. He said that the university will
impart knowledge about Sufism and also modern
technology. Khan then explained that this linking
of spirituality (ruhaaniyat) and science will help the
youth understand the whole concept of “the state
of Madina” — an idea of a perfect “Islamic welfare
state” that is being touted by the current Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) regime. To Khan, this idea
is directly linked to the original “ideology of
Pakistan.”
This will not be the first such university in
Pakistan. The PPP Government (2008-2013)
established the University of Sufism and Modern
Sciences in Bhit Shah town, home to the shrine of
the 18th century Sufi saint Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai.
Now a full-fledged campus, its stated vision is to
“impart modern scientific knowledge and the education of Sufi saints which focuses on tolerance, harmony and brotherhood.”
The idea of this university was born from the
concern that over the decades, some rigid and even
violent strands of the Muslim faith had permeated society and its education system. These needed to be neutralised by the study and proliferation
of the faith’s more esoteric strands such as Sufism,
coupled with modern sciences.
Even though such endeavours can be appreciated, I believe Khan wasn’t very lucid in his own
mind about the core purpose of the Al-Qadir
University. He said he had been planning to build
such a university for over 23 years, yet he sounded rather woolly about what it was that he wanted to achieve. In contrast to this, the university in
Bhit Shah is clear about what it wants to achieve,
ie, to encourage empirical thinking through the
teaching of modern sciences and ethics and values derived from the works and examples of famous
Sufi saints.
However, being a populist, Khan ended up
muddling his own vision by unnecessarily politicising the whole idea of imparting modern knowledge from the platform of Sufism. First of all, one
just can’t see how Sufism is in any way linked to
his spiel about the “state of Madina” or the so-called
“ideology of Pakistan”. The “state of Madina” slogan — and it is nothing more than that — is derived
from the musings of some particular segments of
India’s Muslim community, who supported the
Pakistan Movement. But these segments were not
present in the leadership circles of Jinnah’s All India
Muslim League (AIML), nor were they part of the
region’s Muslim working and peasant classes.
Instead, these segments were largely made up
of middle class activists, madrasa students and
teachers, imams of mosques and certain Muslim
journalists and newspapers of northern India.
Understanding the idea of Pakistan as a 20th century reinvention of Islam’s first socio-political setup in Madina was not on the minds of the country’s founders. As demonstrated by Markus
Daechsel in his brilliant study of India’s urban middle class milieu in the first half of the 20th century, rhetorical proclamations about creating an
Islamic utopia mostly originated from activist seg-

O

ments among urban middle class Muslims. But the
fact is, these were largely ignored by the AIML’s top
leadership and intellectuals.
For example, in the 1930s, two young Islamic
scholars, Abdus Sattar and Ibrahim Chishti, published a pamphlet called ‘Scheme.’ The pamphlet
put forward the idea of a ‘Khuda Mard’ (or a
Muslim Übermensch), who would defeat the forces
of all other faiths and create an Islamic utopia. Then
there were Urdu newspapers, such as Inqilaab,
which kept harping about the importance of creating a Muslim country, which would re-enact the
seventh century ‘Riyasat-i-Madina.’ These are but
just two examples. Daechsel has furnished many
more. But none were taken very seriously by the
AIML. Instead, its top cadres were steeped in the
ideas and works of thinkers such as Sir Syed Ahmad
Khan, Syed Ameer Ali, Chiragh Ali and Allama
Iqbal, who had worked to construct a ‘modernist’
strand of Islam, which would navigate the faith’s
future through science, reason and social and economic modernity.
Khan and his party seem to have adopted the
Riyasat-i-Madina idea from the works and slogans
of the milieu, which Daechsel investigated in his
book. More so, the conceptual (as opposed to
empirical) notion of the “state of Madina” was revitalised by an Indian intellectual and author Venkat
Dhulipala in his 2015 tome Creating a New Medina:
State Power, Islam, and the Quest for Pakistan in Late
Colonial North India.
Interestingly, the book became popular in
Pakistan among various conservative outfits
opposed to the ‘modernist’ version of Pakistan’s creation. American historian Gail Minault points out
that Dhulipala’s book — which tries to justify the
theological narrative behind Pakistan’s creation —
“is not history from above or below but rather the
middle”. It largely ignores the ideas of the AIML’s
top tier leadership and those associated with the
Muslim masses. Instead, Dhulipala uses the rav-

LET SCIENCE AND
FAITH BE
INDEPENDENT
FROM EACH
OTHER. THEY DO
NOT NEED TO
INTERACT NOR
CLASH. A FUSION
OF BOTH IN A
COUNTRY LIKE
PAKISTAN WILL
EVENTUALLY SEE
FAITH
OVERWHELM
SCIENCE AND
BECOME
INCREASINGLY
POLITICAL AND
DOGMATIC. THIS
IS NEITHER
BENEFICIAL FOR
FAITH NOR TO
SCIENCE

ings of the mentioned middle class segments as his
main source material. These segments were largely blocked out by AIML.
Riyasat-i-Madina has nothing to do with the
“ideology of Pakistan” either. First, as historians such
as Ayesha Jalal and Dr Mubarak Ali have demonstrated, the expression “ideology of Pakistan” or the
term “Pakistan ideology” did not come into being
till the early 1960s — more than a decade after
Pakistan’s creation. The founders used no such term.
And even from when it was first coined by the Ayub
Khan regime (1958-69) till the mid-1970s, this ‘ideology’ was driven by the whole idea of “Muslim
modernism” initiated by Sir Syed and evolved by
Iqbal. It became rigid and myopic after 1979 and
eventually stagnant — even destructive.
Khan should avoid projecting his own confusion in this context on to his many impressionable
young followers, who are already confused by the
various experiments conducted by the state in the
name of ideology. It should also be known that there
is not one but at least three strands of Sufism operating in Pakistan. As Katherine Ewing (in Arguing
Sainthood) and Alix Philippon (in State and
Nation Building in Pakistan) have shown, there is
one version of Sufism, which was created by the
state and exhibits Sufi saints as tolerant and passionate but law-abiding men. Then there is a version created by the country’s pop culture, which is
basically an artistic variation of the state’s version.
And then there is one held by radical Barelvi leaders, who reject the State version of Sufism and bring
it in line with their own not very tolerant and lawabiding version.
Let science and faith be independent from each
other. They do not need to interact nor clash. A
fusion of both in a country like Pakistan will eventually see faith overwhelm science and become
increasingly political and dogmatic. This is neither
beneficial for faith nor to science.
(The Dawn)

Make the manifesto the only priority
Political parties and their leaders may have engaged in ugly personality wars but what really captures people’s imagination
are their policies and programmes and the leaders’ performance report. Leadership is about the capability to deliver

VK BAHUGUNA
he Indian electorate is busy
exercising its franchise to elect
its representative to the 17th
Lok Sabha. The battle is now in its
last lap with the seventh phase of voting taking place on May 19. Political
parties, all of whom contested the
polls with different targets, are waiting with bated breath for May 23, the
day when the counting of ballots will
take place and the winner will be
declared. Compared to past decades,
this year the nature of electioneering
reached its lowest ebb with bitter sloganeering ruling the roost and tempers running high. In the melee, the
real issues, which should have attracted attention, were buried deep into
the ground.
The general perception among

T

the people is that political parties
missed the bigger picture as they
championed the cause of hurling allegations and counter-allegations on
each other and tried to project a battle of personality cults. However,
what really captures people’s imagination are the various policies and
programmes of parties and the leaders’ performance report. Leadership
is about the capability to deliver and
has least to do with externalities.
Post the release of election manifestoes, most parties and their leaders forget about the promises made
and harp on issues that are irrelevant
in a manner that is best considered
“undemocratic.” Party manifestoes
are unlikely to be referred to in the
future too. Nobody is worried about
the agenda for governance.
One of the reasons for vitriolic
electioneering is the fact that this
election has been reduced as a referendum on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The singular focus
has been on one man. The election
process itself witnessed a presidential style of campaign rather than
being based on the Westminster

style of parliamentary democracy,
which believes in a multi-party system. In almost all Opposition rallies,
the anti-Modi narrative and aggressive public theatrics against the
Government were high on agenda.
Throughout, the Congress made the
Rafale deal its single-point agenda.
It even declared the Prime Minister
a chor (thief). That actually ended up
lionising Modi and helped him claim
victimhood. So though he failed to
perform in governance, he could
make it look like he was up against
obstacles set up by the anti-establishment brigade and was prevented
from doing so.
The BJP, too, did not lag behind.
The Prime Minister lost not a single
opportunity to dig into the Congress’
past follies, raising serious allegations
of corruption against it. Besides, it
has also been mocking the mahagathbandhan with names like ‘Maha
Thug Bandhan’ and ‘Maha Milawat.’
This writer has been closely
monitoring the pulse of the people
and it can be said that the numerous
campaigns by various political parties have not been in good taste as

none moved back from practising
divisive political agenda.
The Prime Minister has succeeded in convincing the people about his
strong Government and taking
action against Pakistan-sponsored
terrorism. However, it remains a million dollar question if he has been
able to breach the regional and caste
factors, especially in West Bengal,
Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, and
align them to a more nationalistic
line of thinking.
The second reason why the ruling party has an edge is the fact that
only the NDA is contesting in all
seats. None of the constituents of the
mahagathbandhan or the Congress
is doing so. However, the prevailing
mood of the people is for a responsive, responsible, empathetic and
proactive government which thinks
about its youth, farmers, the downtrodden, environment, clean and
safer industrialisation and a peaceful law and order situation. Whatever
be the poll results, the country must
brace up for effective governance for
the next five years.
This author would like to flag a

few subjects for the new government.
The first subject is to factor the environmental concerns as a core segment of our developmental policies.
The changing dimensions of climate
change impacts being faced call for
a thorough restructuring of our
planning process. India has pledged
to ensure Millennium Development
Goals and the foremost effort, therefore, is to reduce poverty and ensure
ecological security.
This emphasis on environment,
however, does not mean that the
development process should be sacrificed. It means striking a balance,
going for innovative ideas and bringing superior technology. In this
regard, though the country is progressing well in meeting the Paris
commitment on climate change, we
still need a lot of synergy and coherence in our developmental activities.
We need to ensure development
of tribal areas on priority along
with 170,000 villages situated in
and around 32 million hectares of
forests. The management of forests
should focus on water conservation
to recharge our aquifers, ensure

water flow in our rain fed rivers and
promote biodiversity both in forests
and agriculture fields.
The second issue relates to
enhancing the agriculture productivity and diversifying the income of
farmers from animal husbandry and
other primary sectors resources.
The disaster management programmes must have a portfolio for
natural resources management.
The new government must also
decentralise decision-making, cut
red tapism in governance, bring farreaching changes in the education
sector and make health affordable to
all. The social sector may not seem
a priority worth staking all resources
but it is this segment which translates
into a happy electorate. As far as
national security is concerned, our
defence processes need to be transparent and the Kashmir issue dealt
with firmly but sensitively. Till we
confront issues that we do not prefer talking about and consign them
to vision papers, India will always be
a languishing than a winning
prospect.
(The writer is a retired civil servant)

FOREIGN EYE

NO ONE IS
ABOVE THE LAW
How does Britain stand up
for the rule of law when it
bends it the moment its
own interests and soldiers
are at stake? The problem
is not a lack of legal
protections, it is their
corrosion by double
standards and nonenforcement. Ms Mordaunt
will not serve her country
well by fostering a moral
ambivalence about Britain’s
human rights obligations.
She’d do better by fortifying
them.
(The Guardian Editorial)
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Our growth strategy remains
unchanged: IndiGo CEO

Hyundai launches
leasing service in
partnership with ALD
Automotive India

PTI n NEW DELHI

PTI n NEW DELHI

he growth strategy of
IndiGo remains unchanged
T
and the airline’s management
has full backing of the company’s board of directors to implement it, said Ronojoy Dutta,
CEO, InterGlobe Aviation, in
an email to his employees on
Thursday.
The email was sent to
employees by the CEO as there
were various media reports on
Thursday morning regarding
alleged disagreements between

the airline’s two promoters Rahul Bhatia and Rakesh
Gangwal.
InterGlobe Aviation owns
and manages IndiGo airline,
which has around 44 per cent
share in the domestic passenger market.
“I want to assure you that
the growth strategy of the airline remains unchanged and
firmly in place, and the management is fully charged by the
Board to implement it,” Dutta
said in the email.
“I am sure you are all

aware of the press reports
regarding alleged disagreements between our two promoters Rahul Bhatia and
Rakesh Gangwal,” he added.
The CEO said the company would continue its focus on
creating value for all shareholders, customers, employees
and the communities it serves.
As per the media reports,
serious differences have
cropped up among the two
chief promoters over strategies
and ambitions for the airline.
In order to resolve the dif-

ferences amicably so that it
does not affect airline’s functioning, Gangwal and Bhatia
are taking help from law firms
J Sagar Associates and Khatian
& Co, respectively, as per the
media reports.
IndiGo did not respond to
the specific queries sent by the
PTI regarding this matter.
While Gangwal owns
around 37 per cent share in
InterGlobe Aviation, Bhatia
has around 38 per cent share in
the company that is listed on
the Bombay Stock Exchange.

Sensex surges 279 pts; IT stocks shine
PTI n MUMBAI

he BSE Sensex rebounded 279 points while the
T
NSE Nifty reclaimed the
11,250 level Thursday, propelled by gains in IT and
financial stocks amid mixed
global cues.
Both the key indices rallied in the last hour of trade
after trading on a tepid note
through most part of the day.
The 30-share BSE benchmark closed 278.60 points, or
0.75 per cent, higher at
37,393.48. It hit an intra-day
high of 37,518.94 and a low of

37,052.30.
Similarly, the broader
Nifty rose 100.10 points, or
0.90 per cent, to settle at
11,257.10. During the day, it
hit a high of 11,281.55 and a
low of 11,143.35.
Bajaj Finance was the
big gest gainer in t he
Sensex pack, spurting 3.64
per cent, after the company
reported a jump of 50 per
cent in standalone net profit
at `1,114 crore for the March
quarter.
Tata Motors, Infosys,
Vedanta, ONGC, PowerGrid,
NPTC, Axis Bank, ICICI

NIFTY 50
SCRIP
OPEN
HIgh
LOW
LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50
11180.35 11281.55 11143.35 11257.10 100.10
ZEEL
326.00 351.70
318.10
351.70
29.35
BPCL
356.00 378.85
351.50
377.00
17.45
BAJFINANCE 3014.00 3129.00 3010.25 3124.00 121.25
IOC
144.30 152.30
143.00
151.40
5.65
ULTRACEMCO 4345.00 4525.00 4322.00 4510.00 167.65
TATAMOTORS 176.00 177.55
172.80
175.25
5.80
ADANIPORTS
361.00 374.00
361.00
372.25
12.10
JSWSTEEL
270.00 277.45
268.50
275.50
7.00
BAJAJFINSV
7483.75 7663.15 7422.00 7639.00 184.30
INFY
720.00 737.00
719.10
733.15
17.05
INFRATEL
267.90 270.05
262.35
270.00
6.15
ONGC
163.40 166.90
162.00
166.50
3.75
HEROMOTOCO 2495.00 2561.00 2488.00 2550.00
56.60
TITAN
1162.70 1195.00 1159.95 1188.20
25.20
POWERGRID
179.35 182.70
178.85
182.00
3.50
VEDL
161.30 164.10
158.85
163.15
3.10
AXISBANK
720.95 735.00
718.70
733.55
11.60
EICHERMOT 20050.00 20380.10 19525.00 20318.00 320.25
ICICIBANK
379.00 385.00
377.55
382.95
5.90
HINDALCO
191.25 195.90
190.00
193.60
2.95
KOTAKBANK 1396.90 1423.45 1378.65 1415.10
19.30
LT
1326.00 1348.00 1308.30 1344.10
18.30
SBIN
312.50 317.10
309.55
316.30
4.20
TATASTEEL
463.95 471.30
455.15
468.50
5.55
NTPC
124.85 126.35
123.25
125.40
1.45
BRITANNIA
2699.80 2737.00 2677.80 2719.00
31.25
WIPRO
283.85 287.00
283.85
286.25
3.25
HDFCBANK
2280.55 2319.00 2280.00 2312.35
25.65
BAJAJ-AUTO
2928.00 2958.45 2908.00 2945.05
30.60
HINDUNILVR 1674.70 1700.00 1672.20 1687.65
16.60
RELIANCE
1259.95 1271.90 1258.10 1269.20
12.30
HCLTECH
1079.90 1080.45 1056.05 1075.00
9.55
TCS
2096.00 2124.00 2077.05 2111.50
16.10
IBULHSGFIN
698.90 715.00
687.35
711.95
5.10
SUNPHARMA
411.50 419.60
379.05
412.15
2.40
GRASIM
815.00 826.70
804.85
819.60
4.80
ASIANPAINT 1312.00 1314.00 1295.85 1311.95
6.00
UPL
969.50 982.95
957.15
971.00
1.50
HDFC
1954.00 1954.00 1923.30 1945.10
0.15
TECHM
788.65 794.75
781.35
790.05
-0.25
DRREDDY
2813.15 2826.35 2760.20 2810.00
-3.55
MARUTI
6506.00 6527.30 6441.40 6480.00
-13.75
M&M
610.00 612.65
597.20
607.30
-2.35
GAIL
333.85 334.40
326.70
330.20
-1.55
ITC
297.00 297.00
293.25
295.50
-1.55
COALINDIA
235.15 236.70
229.55
232.90
-2.20
CIPLA
554.00 556.70
541.05
549.15
-6.55
INDUSINDBK 1382.00 1382.00 1348.10 1356.60
-22.40
BHARTIARTL
332.00 333.30
321.05
323.75
-7.50
YESBANK
144.00 145.90
134.65
138.20
-4.75

NIFTY NEXT 50
SCRIP
NIFTY NEXT 50
HINDPETRO
SIEMENS
SAIL
AMBUJACEM
BHEL
AUROPHARMA
SHREECEM
ACC
PAGEIND
BANKBARODA
DIVISLAB
DMART
ASHOKLEY
BANDHANBNK
DLF
MRF
MCDOWELL-N
UBL
SBILIFE
HAVELLS
OFSS
HINDZINC
MOTHERSUMI
ABB
ICICIGI
L&TFH
BOSCHLTD
NMDC
BAJAJHLDNG
COLPAL
PIDILITIND
GODREJCP
DABUR
MARICO
HDFCAMC
NIACL
CONCOR
LUPIN
BIOCON
GICRE
PGHH
ICICIPRULI
SRTRANSFIN
CADILAHC
NHPC
HDFCLIFE
PETRONET
PEL
IDEA
INDIGO

OPEN
26013.10
263.45
1079.00
46.45
208.60
60.60
712.95
19000.00
1552.05
21450.00
108.15
1612.20
1241.10
81.95
557.90
162.85
53849.00
526.20
1355.00
632.75
722.25
3418.00
253.80
119.70
1379.00
1096.15
117.00
17019.85
90.50
3187.00
1129.35
1155.30
641.00
365.10
355.05
1600.00
168.00
475.00
766.05
531.00
227.35
10668.30
340.70
1025.00
260.20
22.40
387.95
227.10
2139.30
13.00
1580.00

HIgh
26056.90
285.00
1135.00
48.40
216.95
62.70
728.70
19657.90
1589.45
21876.00
110.40
1648.35
1260.00
83.95
563.70
164.50
53970.00
529.00
1359.00
648.70
727.65
3463.40
255.85
122.40
1403.90
1097.85
117.50
17150.80
92.00
3200.00
1129.35
1169.70
644.40
365.10
356.80
1609.30
169.05
479.10
788.75
533.00
228.60
10850.00
342.95
1027.00
261.00
22.40
389.50
233.95
2140.00
13.00
1580.00

LOW
25729.05
262.00
1075.00
46.10
208.20
60.50
691.30
18705.15
1541.00
21280.00
105.80
1597.90
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158.15
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736.40
519.20
224.10
10405.05
332.05
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1.40
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558.00
4.25
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53950.00
390.70
527.00
3.45
1359.00
7.10
631.50
2.65
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2.75
3430.00
12.75
254.60
0.80
118.20
0.25
1380.25
1.95
1090.00
0.65
116.35
0.05
17010.00
5.15
90.20
-0.10
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-4.40
1117.80
-2.65
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-1.60
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-13.80
165.50
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-4.60
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-4.40
1005.50
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12.30
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Bank, Kotak Bank, SBI,
HDFC Bank, Tata Steel, TCS
and RIL too rose up to 3.48
per cent.
On the other hand, Yes
Bank was the top loser, cracking 4.07 per cent, followed by
Bharti Airtel, IndusInd Bank,
Coal India, ITC, M&M,
HDFC, Maruti and Asian
Paints, shedding up to 1.87
per cent.
Foreig n institut iona l
investors (FIIs) net sold
shares worth `1,142.44 crore
on Wednesday, while domestic institutional investors
(DIIs) purchased equities to

the tune of `671.77 crore,
provisional data available
w it h s to ck e xchange s
showed.
Bourses in China, Japan
and Korea ended on a mixed
note after US slapped sanctions on Chinese telecom
major Huawei. European
stocks opened in the red.
Meanwhile, the Indian
rupee appreciated by 27 paise
to 70.07 against the US dollar intra-day.
Global oil benchmark
Brent crude was trading 0.56
per cent higher at USD 72.17
per barrel.

yundai Motor India Ltd
(HMIL) on Thursday
H
announced the launch of its
vehicle leasing service in partnership with ALD Automotive
India.
‘Hyundai Leasing’ will offer
all of the company’s entire model
line-up for leasing with no
upfront and maintenance costs,
HMIL said in a statement. “The
Indian automotive industry is at
the cusp of transformation...
The vehicle leasing business is
rapidly picking pace in India and
offers great prospects,” HMIL
Executive Director (Sales and
Marketing) SJ Ha said.
As a smart mobility solutions provider, he said Hyundai
understands the needs of evolving customers and are committed to making ‘Shared Mobility’
accessible. Through the collaboration with ALD Automotive,
the company will leverage
respective strengths to create
unique ownership experience
for customers, Ha added.
HMIL is targeting salaried
individuals, working professionals, small and medium
enterprises, corporates and public sector companies.
Hyundai Leasing will be
available across Delhi-NCR,
Mumbai, Chennai, Hyderabad
and Bengaluru in the first phase,
the company said.

BUSINESS CORNER
HINDALCO Q4 PROFIT DROPS 37%
TO `236 CRORE

New Delhi: Aditya Birla Group flagship firm
Hindalco Industries on Thursday reported a
37.4% decline in standalone profit to `235.82
crore for the quarter ended March 31. The company had posted a standalone profit of `376.97
crore in the year-ago period, Hindalco Industries
said in a filing to BSE. However, the company’s
standalone income during January-March quarter increased to `12,733.23 crore, over `11,892.06
crore a year ago. Hindalco Industries Ltd is a global major in aluminium and copper. In the statement, the company said, “PAT (profit after tax)
for Q4 FY19 stood at `506 crore (`616 crore in
Q4 FY18), primarily due to weaker macros and
higher input costs in the last quarter.” The consolidated profit 2018-19 fell to `5,495.01 crore,
over `6,082.87 crore in the year ended March 31,
2018. The company’s board of directors “recommended dividend @ of 120% i.e. `1.20 per
equity share of face value of `1 each for the financial year ended 31st March, 2019, subject to
approval of the shareholders at the ensuing annual general meeting,” the filing said.

BANK OF INDIA’S Q4 PROFIT `252 CR

New Delhi: State-run Bank of India on
Thursday reported a profit of `251.79 crore for
the fourth quarter ended March 2019 owing to
reduction of bad loans. The bank had reported a net loss of `3,969 crore in the same quarter of the previous year, Bank of India said in
a regulatory filing. Total income in three
months to March grew to `12,417.08 crore, as
against `9,596.86 crore in the same period of
2017-18. This is the first quarterly earnings
announcement by the bank after it came out
of the Prompt Corrective Action (PCA) framework in January this year. The asset quality of
the bank improved slightly with the gross nonperforming assets (NPAs) coming down to
15.84% of gross advances at March-end 2019
against 16.58% as of March 31, 2018. At the
same time, net NPAs came down to 5.61% from
8.26%. The reduction in bad asset ratio brought

down provisioning against them to `1,502.90
crore for March quarter, compared to `6,699.23
crore in the year-ago period. For entire 201819, the bank reported a net loss of `5,546.90
crore as against `6,043.71 crore loss in 201718. Income during the year stood at `45,899.82
crore, up from `43,805.17 crore a year earlier.

BAJAJ FINANCE Q4 NET PROFIT SURGES
50% TO `1,114 CRORE

New Delhi: Bajaj Finance on Thursday
reported a 50% jump in its standalone net profit at `1,114 crore for the last quarter of the fiscal ended March 2019. The company had registered a net profit of `743 crore in the corresponding quarter a year ago. Total income during January-March quarter of 2018-19 rose to
`4,887.76 crore from `3,424.99 crore in the yearago period, the company said in a regulatory filing. For the fiscal year ended March 2019, the
net profit rose to `3,890 crore as compared with
`2,485 crore in 2017-18. The company’s board
has recommended a dividend of `6 per equity
share or 300 per cent of face value of `2. Gross
non-performing assets (NPAs) and net NPAs
stood at 1.54% and 0.63%, respectively, at the end
of March 2019.

JSW ENERGY LOGS `6 CR PROFIT IN Q4

New Delhi: JSW Energy on Thursday
reported a consolidated net profit of `5.79 crore
for March quarter 2019 mainly on account of
higher revenues. In the year-ago period, the
company registered a loss of `480.05 crore, a
JSW Energy statement said. Total income in the
latest quarter was `2,018.16 crore, up from
`1,879.01 crore a year ago. Profit during 201819 fiscal was `684.49 crore compared to `84.91
crore in the previous year. Total income was
`9,505.56 crore in the last fiscal as against
`8,513.98 crore in 2017-18. The company’s
board in its meeting on Thursday recommended
a dividend of `1 per equity share of `10 each
for the year ended March 31, 2019. The board
also decided to convene 25th annual general
meeting of the members of the company on
August 13, 2019.
PTI
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295.80
329.65
299.65
461.50
366.65
15.15
59.30
459.00
40.15
98.95
304.40
292.20
163.60
807.00
636.90
1106.65
141.00
213.50
188.80
349.75
1715.00
383.95
671.50
21.75
906.00
1080.00
170.70
428.05
21298.90
998.40
10257.00
53.65
907.00
30.75
1363.90
304.00
476.00
235.30
204.80
715.00
420.50
836.50
215.10
37.50
309.85
263.00
395.00
8.90
41.40
241.70
370.20
1129.05
104.90
1023.20
522.90
634.00
2220.00
73.20
234.95
51.70
195.70
179.80
143.10
82.40
1268.35
110.00
260.00
125.70
174.80
280.50
600.00
465.00
155.15
537.25
120.80
392.60
74.50
693.60

34.40
135.20
26.70
67.10
99.35
94.50
61.60
221.00
1230.50
557.40
329.95
725.10
1073.00
101.65
334.45
439.25
2810.10
48.90
577.50
786.50
128.25
980.00
143.00
427.00
447.00
352.10
2516.30
139.35
3805.00
78.80
51.40
298.05
331.10
303.30
462.05
371.30
15.25
59.55
463.20
40.60
100.00
312.90
295.00
164.30
827.10
639.00
1122.90
141.70
220.30
195.85
352.35
1749.80
390.00
673.00
21.95
959.10
1170.00
178.35
429.00
21750.00
1016.65
10340.00
54.10
911.15
31.10
1385.00
309.90
497.90
236.50
209.00
723.40
431.55
845.45
226.00
38.45
312.60
270.00
399.35
9.23
41.40
243.95
373.30
1132.00
106.95
1032.00
524.25
639.95
2243.55
74.30
239.00
51.90
211.00
182.40
146.35
88.00
1307.95
111.65
271.00
128.00
176.20
281.40
622.70
468.65
156.75
541.40
122.20
408.25
74.90
695.00

GREENPLY
LINDEINDIA
VINATIORGA
SUNDRMFAST
APLAPOLLO
SCHNEIDER
SUPREMEIND
IOB
GDL
ITDCEM
KANSAINER
BAJAJELEC
MAHLOG
NILKAMAL
INDOSTAR
OFSS
KSCL
ISEC
APLLTD
MAHABANK
HINDZINC
SYMPHONY
TATAMETALI
OBEROIRLTY
KAJARIACER
UCOBANK
TEAMLEASE
ADANITRANS
RALLIS
GUJALKALI
CRISIL
BAJAJHLDNG
MOIL
QUESS
MRPL
SYNGENE
CROMPTON
RAMCOCEM
JAMNAAUTO
SOBHA
BIRLACORPN
LALPATHLAB
RELAXO
ADVENZYMES
GREAVESCOT
BDL
EVEREADY
GICRE
BALMLAWRIE
LAKSHVILAS
NBVENTURES
MMTC
WHIRLPOOL
JMFINANCIL
VGUARD
TRENT
ISGEC
FCONSUMER
MRF
CENTRUM
FORBESCO
ANDHRABANK
SHREECEM
GRINDWELL
EIHOTEL
NAUKRI
TATAINVEST
EIDPARRY
NAVKARCORP
SJVN
HAL
BAJAJCON
MOTILALOFS
ALKEM
JCHAC
HSIL
VMART
COROMANDEL
KALPATPOWR
KPRMILL
NAVINFLUOR
SREINFRA
PNCINFRA
MAHSCOOTER
GALAXYSURF

148.00 150.55
537.55 548.60
1829.45 1835.00
501.65 524.95
1427.35 1460.45
91.55
94.60
973.80 973.80
12.04
12.49
135.65 136.75
111.15 111.15
400.60 402.80
543.95 543.95
453.05 459.75
1145.35 1145.35
357.95 357.95
3415.05 3462.55
441.50 446.40
206.00 206.60
527.80 530.00
14.60
14.70
253.50 255.95
1178.15 1217.00
590.15 599.00
530.00 538.00
585.10 595.50
17.20
17.20
2837.65 2899.00
211.30 211.75
143.05 143.05
513.20 526.00
1389.40 1390.00
3158.20 3197.10
143.00 144.40
648.20 663.00
62.80
63.65
588.00 597.20
214.15 214.15
730.85 741.40
50.40
52.40
447.40 453.00
573.00 573.00
1020.00 1045.00
769.80 792.05
169.75 169.75
135.70 136.00
260.00 261.00
72.75
73.20
228.10 228.10
163.15 166.50
71.50
71.80
91.90
93.60
24.05
24.20
1359.70 1379.90
82.00
82.00
205.95 206.35
361.05 370.60
487.20 511.95
39.10
39.15
53511.10 54135.20
28.60
29.40
2010.05 2059.00
24.25
24.60
19094.30 19555.30
590.00 590.00
176.55 185.65
1898.00 1919.00
854.00 871.00
179.60 182.00
28.35
28.65
24.00
24.45
633.80 639.95
331.00 336.00
683.45 689.90
1703.50 1704.50
1698.55 1779.95
258.00 261.95
2349.75 2406.65
400.00 403.60
457.20 463.00
590.05 593.30
665.25 672.60
22.30
22.75
152.00 153.50
3871.85 3871.85
993.05 1005.00

145.85
532.00
1797.15
501.05
1393.10
90.10
950.20
11.80
129.00
107.00
396.00
530.05
446.00
1093.80
334.15
3408.25
436.75
199.60
520.05
14.30
253.30
1175.90
573.05
517.95
585.10
16.60
2755.25
207.00
139.70
513.15
1361.95
3155.00
142.10
645.10
62.10
588.00
210.40
719.00
50.15
436.85
557.30
1012.10
767.00
167.15
134.00
255.00
71.25
224.20
161.65
68.35
89.40
23.75
1352.65
80.75
201.95
360.45
487.20
38.75
53145.15
27.80
1980.05
23.95
18735.75
581.70
172.20
1885.05
850.15
175.30
27.40
23.90
627.20
326.00
676.00
1680.00
1698.10
255.40
2260.00
395.10
446.00
576.70
660.00
22.00
149.05
3762.95
989.90

146.75
539.00
1803.10
524.90
1432.00
92.80
950.20
12.05
132.60
108.90
402.25
533.70
455.00
1114.00
334.55
3439.90
440.90
200.00
530.00
14.45
254.90
1213.90
598.00
522.45
590.30
16.75
2899.00
208.45
140.35
521.00
1365.90
3160.00
144.00
650.00
62.20
596.05
211.50
740.95
50.90
443.65
559.00
1040.00
780.00
169.00
134.25
256.55
71.25
225.80
165.30
70.55
91.60
23.90
1375.00
81.60
203.45
365.95
503.00
39.00
53772.55
28.75
1999.55
24.00
19430.00
581.70
182.70
1898.15
862.40
179.70
27.60
24.05
632.00
335.00
689.90
1682.90
1748.00
261.95
2279.50
399.10
446.00
585.00
662.00
22.70
150.95
3845.05
1001.00

SOLARINDS
SOMANYCERA
IBULISL
GPPL
NIITTECH
SHK
SHILPAMED
THERMAX
LAXMIMACH
GMDCLTD
AEGISLOG
JBCHEPHARM
PFIZER
ASTERDM
TVSSRICHAK
FLFL
COFFEEDAY
PGHH
TIINDIA
FORTIS
ZYDUSWELL
3MINDIA
GLAXO
NLCINDIA
THYROCARE
ORIENTCEM
MINDACORP
SADBHAV
GICHSGFIN
REDINGTON
AIAENG
BOSCHLTD
ENDURANCE
NETWORK18
GILLETTE
THOMASCOOK
NIACL
LAURUSLABS
TIMKEN
UNITEDBNK
BLUEDART
HERITGFOOD
CUB
PRESTIGE
MONSANTO
SHARDACROP
HEIDELBERG
LEMONTREE
IFBIND
BASF
ALLCARGO
TTKPRESTIG
CORPBANK
COCHINSHIP
TRITURBINE
INOXWIND
SKFINDIA
CARERATING
JKLAKSHMI
ABBOTINDIA
GEPIL
GSKCONS
KNRCON
CCL
MAHLIFE
GULFOILLUB
MAXINDIA
ASAHIINDIA
GAYAPROJ
STARCEMENT
NESCO
FINOLEXIND
BAYERCROP
GET&D
ECLERX
ASTRAL
ITDC
NAVNETEDUL
SUPRAJIT
SCHAEFFLER
FDC
CAPPL
JAGRAN
IEX
DHANUKA
WABCOINDIA
SHRIRAMCIT
ZENSARTECH
AKZOINDIA
VTL
LAOPALA
TNPL
NH
SUPPETRO
SHOPERSTOP
APARINDS
ERIS
JKCEMENT
TVTODAY
SUNCLAYLTD
SANOFI
CHOLAHLDNG
SIS
ELGIEQUIP
ESSELPRO
KIOCL
RATNAMANI
CERA
HONAUT

1079.05
365.00
246.00
87.00
1261.55
144.10
372.50
947.00
5380.05
73.15
198.75
327.40
3000.00
126.00
2031.30
441.00
241.65
10617.45
372.75
128.50
1309.95
22953.55
1280.00
64.00
444.30
102.00
121.90
218.95
239.90
93.90
1666.00
17127.50
1165.00
27.95
6915.65
233.75
168.00
373.50
531.20
10.65
2950.00
448.00
197.00
246.00
2379.00
350.00
175.45
71.10
809.00
1199.65
105.00
7232.70
25.40
355.05
101.50
56.35
1800.50
938.15
340.00
7281.60
891.35
7051.80
232.95
255.00
362.75
830.00
69.35
210.00
148.90
107.05
473.55
459.00
4090.00
238.90
946.00
1154.00
234.70
106.00
202.35
4839.15
165.70
332.90
106.50
156.75
377.00
6204.35
1442.65
245.70
1606.80
1098.00
191.25
183.90
185.00
200.50
455.70
645.70
615.35
847.00
280.00
2437.05
5431.65
508.00
894.25
268.00
132.60
114.60
837.00
2828.15
23750.00

1122.00
378.15
254.45
88.00
1273.90
144.10
382.25
968.25
5480.00
73.20
202.60
333.00
3012.75
134.40
2036.30
449.70
244.05
10818.70
377.00
128.50
1317.25
23050.00
1292.00
64.10
444.30
102.55
123.40
229.00
241.55
93.90
1666.60
17127.50
1179.80
29.00
6928.60
239.40
168.45
376.00
546.55
10.81
2999.20
451.55
198.20
247.45
2400.00
350.00
180.00
71.30
816.95
1229.90
105.00
7233.00
25.80
357.25
104.80
58.30
1815.50
945.90
341.85
7290.00
915.95
7123.00
235.00
259.45
365.60
848.25
69.75
212.35
158.45
110.55
473.55
459.00
4098.65
238.90
946.00
1175.05
236.80
108.00
206.00
4839.15
166.05
338.00
106.90
156.75
377.00
6220.75
1442.65
247.10
1612.90
1114.75
200.00
184.75
190.00
201.00
455.70
645.70
615.35
850.95
281.75
2499.95
5431.65
509.95
894.25
268.00
133.15
121.15
841.40
2862.90
23850.00

1072.00
363.10
242.00
85.90
1251.50
141.55
370.00
945.00
5352.10
71.15
196.25
324.30
2973.75
126.00
2017.25
433.55
240.80
10470.70
365.10
127.20
1284.60
22701.00
1268.30
63.50
428.70
99.00
117.05
217.95
237.10
89.55
1621.75
16870.00
1151.30
27.25
6836.50
232.00
164.05
369.60
531.20
10.55
2899.95
434.35
195.50
242.95
2359.05
335.85
175.30
69.55
791.00
1197.05
101.45
7111.30
25.30
352.35
100.75
55.00
1795.60
937.45
335.60
7150.00
891.35
7039.00
229.95
253.10
359.60
815.00
64.75
207.50
147.00
107.05
463.40
440.10
4045.70
233.00
931.30
1150.70
233.20
106.00
199.80
4747.00
163.70
327.00
104.35
154.50
355.05
6173.40
1402.10
245.05
1600.00
1096.00
191.25
180.00
185.00
200.00
446.90
635.25
607.00
842.05
278.95
2437.05
5401.00
506.00
860.00
260.00
131.90
114.55
837.00
2828.15
23654.35

1110.00
366.95
254.10
88.00
1265.00
142.40
373.20
960.00
5455.00
72.50
200.00
330.00
2975.00
133.25
2033.85
447.95
242.50
10554.00
377.00
127.50
1295.20
22701.00
1282.00
63.90
431.00
101.20
117.25
225.00
239.50
89.60
1626.70
16930.05
1179.80
29.00
6928.50
237.50
166.00
375.40
546.55
10.55
2964.25
449.25
197.75
243.10
2365.00
341.50
179.15
69.60
794.80
1224.15
101.90
7198.00
25.65
357.25
101.20
57.50
1803.10
945.90
340.60
7188.80
894.25
7065.10
235.00
256.20
365.40
825.00
65.20
211.15
157.00
108.50
467.45
443.10
4093.00
233.00
932.00
1175.05
234.00
106.60
200.00
4810.00
164.55
338.00
104.35
155.35
359.35
6173.40
1430.00
245.05
1606.45
1114.75
195.75
183.35
189.00
200.60
449.75
636.00
609.20
842.05
281.75
2460.50
5401.00
506.00
860.00
260.00
132.10
121.00
840.00
2862.90
23710.15
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US BLACKLISTS HUAWEI
PTI n WASHINGTON

resident Donald Trump has
barred American compaP
nies from using foreign-made
telecom equipment posing a
national security threat, a move
aimed at banning Chinese giant
Huawei from US networks
amid an escalating trade war
between the world’s two largest
economies.
President Trump signed
an executive order on
Wednesday which did not
directly name any country or
company, but officials have
previously named Huawei a
“threat” and asked allies not to
buy equipment for the nextgeneration 5G networks from
the world’s largest provider of
telecommunications.
Under the order that will
take effect in the coming days,
Huawei will need a US government license to buy
American technology.
Soon after the executive
order — “Securing the
Information
and
Communications Technology
and Services Supply Chain” —
was signed, the Bureau of
Industry and Security (BIS) of
the Department of Commerce

announced that it will be
adding Huawei Technologies
Co. Ltd and its affiliates to its
Entity List.
The Department of
Commerce alleged that Huawei
was engaged in activities that
are contrary to US national
security or foreign policy interest. As a result, sale or transfer
of American technology to a
company or person on the
Entity List requires a license
issued by the BIS, and a license
may be denied if the sale or
transfer would harm US
national security or foreign
policy interests.
The listing will be effective
when published in the Federal
Register.
“This action by the
Commerce Department’s
Bureau of Industr y and
Security, with the support of
the President of the United
States, places Huawei, a
Chinese-owned company that
is the largest telecommunications equipment producer in
the world, on the Entity List,”
Commerce Secretary Wilbur
Ross said.
This will prevent American
technology from being used by
foreign-owned entities in ways

Uunreasonable,
says Huawei
Beijing (AFP): Huawei on
Thursday said “unreasonable
restrictions” by the United
States infringe on its rights after
President Donald Trump
barred US companies from
using foreign telecoms equipment - a move that appeared
aimed at the Chinese firm.
“Restricting Huawei from
doing business in the US will
not make the US more secure
or stronger; instead, this will
only serve to limit the US to
inferior yet more expensive
alternatives,” the telecom giant
said in a statement.
“In addition, unreasonable
restrictions will infringe upon
Huawei’s rights and raise other
serious legal issues,” the statement said.
that potentially undermine US
national security or foreign
policy interests, Ross said,
adding that it has been done at
the direction of the president.
In the order, Trump determined that the unrestricted
acquisition or use in the US of
information and communica-

China arrests Canadian
ex-diplomat, bizman
AFP n BEIJING

hina has formally arrested
two Canadians who have
C
been detained for months on
national security grounds, a
Canadian newspaper reported
on Thursday, in a case that has
inflamed tensions between
Ottawa and Beijing.
A Canadian government
source told The Globe and
Mail that neither Michael
Kovrig, a former diplomat, nor
Michael Spavor, a China-based
businessman who organised
trips to North Korea, have
been formally charged.
“Canada strongly condemns their arbitrary arrest as
we condemned their arbitrary
detention on December 10,” the
Canadian foreign ministry said
in a statement to the newspaper.
Though no link has been
officially made, the detention of
Spavor and Kovrig is thought

Though no link has
been officially made,
the detention of
Spavor and Kovrig is
thought to be in
retaliation for
Canada’s December
1 detention on a US
extradition request
for Meng Wanzhou, a
top executive of
Chinese telecom
giant Huawei who is
accused of violating
Iran sanctions.
to be in retaliation for Canada’s
December 1 detention on a US
extradition request for Meng
Wanzhou, a top executive of
Chinese telecom giant Huawei
who is accused of violating Iran
sanctions.
The men were first accused
of activities that “endanger

China’s security” - a phrase
often used by Beijing when
alleging espionage.
China later announced it
suspected Kovrig of spying
and stealing state secrets and
alleged that Spavor had provided him with intelligence.
Two other Canadians convicted of drug trafficking,
meanwhile, have been sentenced to death. And Beijing
recently blocked Canadian
shipments of canola and pork
worth billions of dollars.
Meng — who is currently
fighting extradition to the US
— is allowed to live in her
Vancouver mansion, although
her mobility is limited.
Meanwhile, a group of
Canadian parliamentarians had
earlier complained to Chinese
officials that Kovrig and Spavor
have been denied access to
lawyers, and remain in “completely unacceptable” detention conditions.

Austrian bans headscarf
in primary schools
AFP | n VIENNA

ustrian MPs on Wednesday
approved a law aimed at
A
banning the headscarf in primary schools, a measure proposed by the ruling right-wing
government.
So as to avoid charges that
the law discriminates against
Muslims, the text refers to any
“ideologically or religiously
influenced clothing which is
associated with the covering of
the head”.
The government says the
patka head covering worn by
Sikh boys or the Jewish kippa
would not be affected.
However, representatives of
both parts of the governing

coalition, the centre-right
People’s Party (OeVP) and the
far-right Freedom Party (FPOe),
have made it clear that the law
is targeted at the Islamic headscarf. FPOe education
spokesman Wendelin Moelzer
said the law was “a signal against
political Islam” while OeVP MP
Rudolf Taschner said the measure was necessary to free girls
from “subjugation”.
Austria’s official Muslim
community organisation
IGGOe has previously condemned the proposals as
“shameless” and a “diversionary
tactic”.
The IGGOe says that in any
case only a “miniscule number”
of girls would be affected.

Opposition MPs almost all
voted against the measure, with
some accusing the government
of focusing on garnering positive headlines rather than child
welfare.
The government admits
that the law is likely to be challenged at Austria’s constitutional court, either on grounds of
religious discrimination or
because similar legislation affecting schools is normally passed
with a two-thirds majority of
MPs. The OeVP and FPOe
formed a coalition in late 2017
after elections in which both
parties took a tough anti-immigration stance and warned of the
dangers of so-called “parallel
societies”.

Nepal Oppn warns of protest
over Media Council Bill
PTI n KATHMANDU

he main opposition party
in Nepal warned of a strong
T
protest if the federal government went ahead with the discussion in Parliament on the
controversial Media Council
Bill that aims to curtail press
freedom by imposing strict
penalty on media outlets.
Nepal on Friday proposed
the new media bill aimed at
imposing a hefty fine of up to
Rs 1 million on media outlets
found guilty of damaging anyone’s reputation, raising alarm
among journalists who say the
government seeks to punish the
press in the name of regulation.
The new Media Council
bill aims to replace the existing
Press Council Act and will
have more authority to issue
hefty fines and give the government more say in the hiring

and firing of the council members.
A meeting of the Nepali
Congress parliamentary party
chaired by the party chief and
former prime minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba on Wednesday
decided that they would protest
on streets if the government
forwarded the discussion in the
Parliament.
Similarly, the party also
demanded that the government put on hold discussions
on National Human Rights
Commission Bill and National
Defence Council Bill as they are
also objectionable.
“All three bills are against
the spirit of the Nepalese
Constitution. The government
should withdraw them,” party
chief Bal Krishna Khand told
media after the meeting.
“If the bills are forwarded
forcefully, the party will go to

the street against them,” he said.
Meanwhile, the National
Human Rights Commission
has said that the proposed
media bill is against democratic norms and the freedom of
expression enshrined in the
Constitution.
Press freedom, human
rights and the rule of law are
integral part of democracy and
an attack on them adversely
affects the democratic system
the country has established
after a long struggle, the human
rights watchdog said in a statement.
Earlier, the council could
ask for clarification, apology,
blacklist certain press organisations, direct to the court for
compensation, but now the
bill aims to give the council
authority to issue monetary
punishment ranging from Rs
25,000 and up to one million.

tions technology or services
that are subject to the jurisdiction or direction of foreign
adversaries augments the ability of those foreign adversaries
to create and exploit vulnerabilities in information and
communications technology
or services and that can have
potentially catastrophic effects,
and thereby, constitutes an
unusual and extraordinary risk
to US national security, foreign
policy and economy.
Trump “is incredibly” committed to preventing adversaries from turning American
information and communications infrastructure into a liability as opposed to an asset, a
senior administration official
said.
The executive order
addresses this imperative by
empowering the Secretary of
Commerce to prohibit transactions involving information
and communications technology or ser vices that are
designed, developed, manufactured or supplied by persons
owned by or controlled by or
subject to the jurisdiction or
direction of a foreign adversary, the official said.
Responding to questions,

the official said the order was
directed at any transaction
involving information and
communications technology
or services and controlled by or
subject to the jurisdiction of a
foreign adversary that meets
the criteria enumerated in the
executive order.
Regulations issued by the
Department of Commerce in
the coming days will detail
how determinations will be
made on whether a transaction
meets the criteria listed in the
executive order, the official
said.
Cutting across party lines,
US lawmakers praised the
administration’s announcement.
“This is a needed step and
reflects the reality that Huawei
and ZTE represent a threat to
the security of US and allied
communications networks.
Under current Chinese security laws, these and other companies based in China are
required to provide assistance
to the Chinese state,” Senator
Mark Warner said.
“Huawei is a state-directed instrument of national
power used by the Chinese
government and Communist

Shoppers browse smartphones at a Huawei retail store in Hangzhou in eastern China's Zhejiang province on Thursday as the
Trump administration issued an executive order Wednesday apparently aimed at banning its equipment from US networks and
said it was subjecting the Chinese company to strict export controls
AP

Party to destroy their international competitors, undermine
US companies, spy on foreign
countries and steal intellectual property and trade secrets,”
Senator Marco Rubio said.
Rubio said the administration deserved enormous
credit for its efforts to comprehensively tackle the threat
that Huawei and other foreign
state-directed telecommuni-

cations companies pose
through their efforts to undermine and endanger critical
US systems and infrastructure.
“Earlier this year Congress
acted well within our constitutional authority to block
Huawei from our telecommunications equipment market
due to concerns with the company’s links to China’s intelli-

gence services,” he said.
“As the administration
continues to seek a fair and
enforceable trade deal with
China, I urge them to stand
strong on Huawei and hold the
Chinese government and its
state-owned and state-directed enterprises accountable for
their hostile actions threatening US economic and national security,” Rubio added.

Global cyber crime gang busted

2 Indian climbers
die on Mount
Russian malware used to steal over $ 100 m worldwide
Kanchenjunga
Kathmandu (PTI): Two Indian
climbers have died in Nepal due
to altitude ailments after one of
them successfully scaled Mount
Kanchenjunga, the world’s third
tallest peak, an official said
Thursday.
Biplab Baidya (48) and
Kuntal Karar (46) died
Wednesday night above Camp
IV after they were unable to
continue their descent from
near the 8,586-meter summit
due to hypothermia and snowblindness.
“Biplab made it successfully to the summit point while
Kuntal fell sick on his way. The
Indian duo died while climbing
down from the peak,” Mira
Acharaya, a staffer at Nepal’s
Ministry of Tourism team
deployed at the base camp,
told PTI.
According to fellow
climbers, the incident occurred
when the duo were being
brought to Camp IV from an
altitude of 8,400 metres through
a herculean rescue operation
carried out by Project Possible
team leader Nirmal ‘Nims’
Purja along with the fellow
members.
“Later, they succumbed to
high altitude sicknesses,” Pasang
Sherpa, Manager at Peak
Promotion Pvt Ltd told The
Himalayan Times.
They were part of a fivemember team of climbers from
West Bengal, Sherpa said.
“Two Indian climbers and
a German mountaineer who
also suffered from serious frostbite will be evacuated from the
high altitude camp as early as
possible,” he said.
Another climber from
Chile is missing from above
Camp IV of Mount
Kanchenjunga since last
evening.
Rodrigo Vivanco from
Chile went missing on the
descent after he reportedly
made it to the summit late on
Wednesday, Sherpa said, adding
that a team has already left for
Camp IV to conduct a search
operation.

AFP n THE HAQUE

S and European police
said Thursday they have
U
smashed a huge international
cybercrime network that used
Russian malware to steal USD
100 million (89 million euros)
from tens of thousands of victims worldwide.
Prosecutions have been
launched in Georgia, Moldova,
Ukraine and the United States
over the scam, while five
Russians charged in the US
remain on the run, the EU
police agency Europol said.
The “organised crime network behind USD 100 million
in malware attacks” targeted
“more than 41,000 victims,
primarily businesses and their
financial institutions,” Europol
said.
Police in Germany and
Bulgaria were also involved.
The cyber gang used
GozNym malware to infect
victims’ computers, steal their
online banking login details

and then siphon money from
their accounts.
The stolen money was
then laundered in US and
other accounts.
S cott Brady, t he US
Attorney General for the
wester n
distr ic t
of
Pennsylvania where the US
indictment was unsealed, said
t he op eration was an
“unprecedented” international effort.
“Unsuspecting European
and Amer ican vic t ims
thought they were clicking on
a simple invoice, but were
instead giving hackers access
to their most sensitive information,” Brady added.
The alleged leader of the
GozNym criminal network,
Alexander Konovolov, 35, of
Tbilisi, who goes by the
online name “NoNe”, was
arrested in the former Soviet
state of Georgia, the US
Department of Justice said.
His alleged technical
assistant Marat Kazandjian,

31, aka “phant0m,” was also
arrested in Georgia.
Konovolov re cr uite d
hackers who advertised their
services on “Russian-speaking online criminal forums”,
and eventually controlled the
malware-infected computers
of more than 41,000 victims,
Europol said.
The five Russians charged
in the US included the alleged
developer of the malware,
identified as Vladimir Gorin,
but they cannot be extradited because Russia does not
send suspects abroad.
Gorin “oversaw its creation, development, management and leasing to other
cyber criminals” including
the Georgian alleged leader of
the group, Europol said.
One of the Russians,
Viktor Eremenko, was arrested in Sri Lanka at the request
of US authorities in 2017 but
“through the intervention of
the Russian government” was
freed on bail, after which he

fled to Russia.
Bu lgar ian Krasimir
Nikolov was arrested and
extradited to the United
States in 2016 and has already
pleaded guilty to the charges
in the indictment, the DOJ
said.
Ukrainian police meanwhile arrested Gennady
Kapkanov, 36, also known as
“firestarter”, on suspicion of
hosting
a
s o-called
“Avalanche” network that
provided services to more
than 200 cybercriminals
including the Georgians.
He allegedly fired an
assault rifle through the door
of his apartment at police, the
DOJ said.
Europol announced the
smashing of the Avalanche
network in a major operation
in 2016, saying that it had
infected half a million computers in 188 countries.
The latest operation was
a follow-up f rom t hat,
Europol said.

Trump plans merit-based immigration
PTI n WASHINGTON

n a major policy speech
Thursday, US President
IDonald
Trump is all set to
announce a new proposal to
overhaul the country’s immigration policy that would give
preference to foreigners based
on merit rather than the existing system that gives preference
to family ties, a move that could
end the agonising Green Card
wait for hundreds and thousands of Indian professionals.
Brainchild of Trump’s sonin-law, Jarred Kushner, the
new plan primarily focusses on
strengthening border security
and revamping the system of
Green Card or legal permanent
residency so that people with
merit, higher degrees and professional qualifications could
get an easy access to the immigration system.

As of now, about 66
per cent of the green
cards are given to those
with family ties and only
12 per cent are based on
skills. The Trump
Administration intends
to change this. Trump is
scheduled to roll out his
plan at the Rose Garden
of the White House
Thursday afternoon.
However, the plan faces an
uphill task mainly because of
the bitterly divided Congress on
partisan lines, especially on
the issue of immigration
reform. Even if Trump succeeds
in convincing his Republican
lawmakers on this, the opposition Democrats, led by
Congresswoman Nancy Pelosi,
House Speaker, and Senate
Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer, are dead against any
such legislative success to the

president. The Trump
Administration is well aware of
the issue. It is planning to
make it an election issue in 2020
if the opposition Democrats are
unwilling to be engaged on this,
a senior administration official
told reporters during an interaction on the eve of the rollout
of the merit-based immigration
policy.
“It is going to be a very
detailed piece of legislation and
it can be what they want it to be.

If they do not want to
engage, then it will be
part of the election. If
they want to engage, then
it could be part of a negotiation. That is going to be
up to them,” said the official who requested
anonymity. Both Trump
and Kushner are believed
to
have
briefed
Republican lawmakers on
the issue. In his speech, Trump
is unlikely to propose changes
in the existing number — 1.1
million — of green cards issued
each year. Instead, the new
policy calls for issuing more
than half of the green cards to
those based on employment or
skills. Such a move is likely to
benefit hundreds and thousands of Indian professionals on
H-1B visa whose current Green
Card wait, on an average, is
more than a decade.

Chinese rover sheds light on lunar mantle
PTI n BEIJING

hina’s Chang’e-4 mission,
the first to perform a soft
C
landing on the far side of the
Moon, has shed light on the
chemical and mineralogical
composition of the lunar mantle, an advance that could unravel the mystery of the evolution
of Earth and its natural satellite.
The Chinese spacecraft
became the first misson to land
on the lunar far side also known
as the dark side of the moon in
January. The rover Yutu-2 then
rolled off the lander to explore
its surroundings.
Using data obtained by the
visible and near infrared spectrometer installed on Yutu-2, a
research team led by Li Chunlai,
with the National Astronomical
Observatories of China under
the Chinese Academy of
Sciences, found that the lunar
soil in the landing area of the
Chang’e-4 probe contains olivine
and pyroxene which came from

the lunar mantle deep inside the
Moon.
The first important scientific
discovery of the Chang’e-4 probe
was published online in the latest issue of the academic journal Nature.
The Moon comprises a core,
mantle and crust, like the Earth.
With the evolution of lunar
magma, the light plagioclase
rose to the upper layer to form
the lunar crust, while the heavier olivine and pyroxene sank to
form the lunar mantle, Li said.
“But since the lunar crust is
very thick, and there has been no
volcanic activity and plate movement on the Moon for billions
of years, it’s hard to find materials from the lunar mantle on
the surface,” Li told state-run
Xinhua news agency.
As a result of the tidal locking effect, the Moon’s revolution
cycle is the same as its rotation
cycle, and the same side of the
Moon always faces the Earth.
The lunar far side, which is

turned away from Earth, is
more rugged than the familiar
near side and has fewer “maria”
- dark plains formed by ancient
volcanic eruptions.
The rover landed inside a
180 kilometer wide impact bowl
called Von Karman crater.
But that smaller crater lies
within the 2,300 kilometer wide
South Pole Aitken (SPA) Basin,
which covers nearly a quarter of
the Moon’s circumference.
It is not known exactly how
old the SPA Basin is, but is
thought to be at least 3.9 billion
years old. The asteroid that
carved it out is thought to have
been about 170-kilometre wide,
BBC reported.
The rover has now identified rocks with a very different
chemical make-up to those
found elsewhere on the moon,
the report said.
Early results from the rover’s
Visible and Near Infrared
Spectrometer (VNIS) suggest
the rocks contain minerals

known as low-calcium
(ortho)pyroxene and olivine.
They fit the profile of rocks
from the lunar mantle and suggest that the ancient impact that
created the SPA drove right
through the 50-kilometre deep
crust into the mantle.
Observational data taken
by the Moon-orbiting spacecraft
have been inconclusive as to the
presence of mantle rocks on the
surface. The authors of the
paper want to continue their
examination of these rocks and
find others.
They have also raised the
possibility of sending another
mission to deliver some of them
to Earth for study in laboratories.
The results could now help
scientists understand the chemical and mineralogical composition of the mantle, which
could shed light on the origins
and evolution of the moon itself,
it said.
The team members also
want to find out more about

what happened after the asteroid collided with the Moon and
formed the SPA Basin.
Scientists predict that the
hole in the surface may have
been filled by molten rock forming a “melt sheet” within
the impact bowl, which complicates the picture of this
region’s geology.
Patrick Pinet, from the
Research
Institute
in
Astrophysics and Planetology
(IRAP) in Toulouse, France,
called the results “thrilling” and
said they “could have considerable implications for characterising the composition of the
Moon’s upper mantle”.
“It is of the utmost importance to make progress towards
unpacking the geology of the
lunar far side, expanding our
fundamental knowledge of the
Moon’s formation and the origin
of the crustal asymmetry that
exists between its near and far
sides, and preparing future sample-return missions,” he said.
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US sanctions unacceptable: Iran Trump to visit S Korea for talks
on North’s nukes: White House
I
AP n DUBAI

ran’s foreign minister on
Thursday said sanctions
imposed by the Trump
administration are “unacceptable” but that his country is
committed to an international
nuclear deal that has steadily
unraveled amid rising tensions.
On a visit to Tokyo,
Mohammad Zarif defended
Iran’s right to respond to the
U.S. pullout from the nuclear
deal last year and the imposition of sanctions.
“We believe that escalation
by the United States is unacceptable and uncalled for. We
have exercised maximum
restraints,” he said. In other
comments carried on the semiofficial Mehr news agency,
Zarif was quoted as saying “a
multilateral deal cannot be
treated unilaterally.”
Recent days have brought
allegations of sabotage attacks
targeting oil tankers off the
coast of the United Arab
Emirates, a drone attack on a
Saudi oil pipeline claimed by
Yemen’s Iran-allied Houthi
rebels, and the dispatch of US

warships and bombers to the
region.
Saudi Arabia’s Deputy
Defense Minister Khalid bin
Salman tweeted Thursday that
Tehran had ordered “the terrorist acts” on the pipeline.
“The attack by the Iranianbacked Houthi militias against
the two Aramco pumping stations proves that these militias
are merely a tool that Iran's
regime uses to implement its
expansionist agenda in the
region,” he wrote.
Iran has been accused by
the US and the UN of supplying ballistic missile technology
and arms to the Houthis, which
Tehran denies.
Saudi Arabia responded to
Tuesday’s drone attack with a
wave of airstrikes on Houthi
targets in Yemen’s rebel-held
capital, Sanaa. On Thursday,
residents scrambled to pull 14
wounded people from the rubble of a building.
Fawza Ahmed told The
Associated Press he saw three
bodies being retrieved from the
rubble — a father, mother and
child, all buried together.
Yemen’s Health Ministry said
the strikes killed six people,

including fousr children, and
wounded more than 40.
The ministry says 41 people were also wounded, including two women of Russian
nationality.
A Saudi-led coalition has
been at war with the Houthis
since 2015, and carries out
near-daily airstrikes. The drone
attacks on the pipeline marked
one of the rebels’ deepest and
most significant strikes inside
Saudi territory since the conflict began.
The Saudi-led coalition
acknowledged in a statement it
had struck a number of Houthi
targets on Thursday, including
what it said were weapons
depots and military sites.
At the root of the recent
spike in Persian Gulf tensions
appears to be President Donald
Trump’s decision a year ago to
pull the US from Iran’s nuclear
deal with world powers,
embarking on a maximalist
sanctions campaign against
Tehran to cripple the country’s
economy.
In response, Iran’s supreme
leader issued a veiled threat
Tuesday, saying it wouldn't be
difficult for the Islamic

Sudanese protesters flay
army for suspending talks
AP n KHARTOUM

udanese opposition leaders behind the protests
that drove President Omar alB ashir f rom p ower last
month on Thursday criticized the ruling military
council for suspending negotiations with their representatives over a peaceful transfer of power to civilian rule.
The suspension dashed
hopes of a speedy final deal
between the military and the
protesters that could resolve
a standoff underway since the
military ousted and arrested
al-Bashir amid months-long
protests against his 30-year
rule.
The negotiations were
suspended just hours after
both the military council and
the protesters announced on
Wednesday they had made
significant progress in their
talks.
“The suspension of negotiations is an unfortunate
decision and does not respect
the progress reached during
negotiations,” said a statement issued by the Sudanese

S

Professionals Association,
which has spearheaded the
protests against al-Bashir
since December.
After the military ousted
al-Bashir and took over the
count r y, t he protesters
remained on the streets,
demanding that the ruling
generals hand over power to
civilians right away. There
have been several deadly incidents of violence at the sitins, including at the main
protest site outside the military headquarters in the capital, Khartoum.
The two sides have been
holding negotiations and
after weeks of disagreement,
announced on Wednesday
they had agreed on the makeup of an interim parliament
and a Cabinet for the transitional period, which is to
last three years.
The sticking point in the
talks remained the makeup of
the sovereign council that is
to guide the nation through
the transition, and the extent
the military would have in
that council.
In a televised speech on

Thursday, Gen. Abdel-Fattah
Burhan, the head of the military council announced that
talks were suspended from
three days.
He also accused the protesters of “provoking and
insulting” the armed forces,
disrupting life inside the capital, Khartoum, by blocking
roads and bridges and allowing “armed elements” into
their sit-ins.
Burhan warned that all
barricades outside the main
sit-in would be removed and
roads would be reopened.
Violence erupted again
near the sit-in outside the
militar y headquarters in
Khartoum on Wednesday
evening, leaving fourteen
wounde d, according to
Sudan’s Doctors’ Committee.
On Monday, similar
clashes left five dead, including an army officer, and more
t han
200
wounded.
Opposition leaders blamed
the attacks on forces loyal to
al-Bashir and held the transitional militar y council
responsible for protecting
protesters.

Republic to enrich uranium to
weapons-grade levels. He also
said that while his country
would not negotiate with the
United States, Iran is not seeking war.
On Wednesday, the US
State Department ordered all
nonessential government staff
to leave Iraq, and Germany and
the Netherlands both suspended their military assistance programs in the country
in the latest sign of tensions.
The movement of diplomatic personnel is often done
in times of conflict, but what is
driving the decisions from the
White House remains unclear.
Iraq is home to powerful proIranian militias, while also
hosting more than 5,000
American troops. The US military’s Central Command said
its troops were on high alert,
without elaborating.
Last week, US officials said
they had detected signs of
Iranian preparations for potential attacks on U.S. forces and
interests in the Middle East, but
Washington has not publicly
provided any evidence to back
up claims of an increased
Iranian threat.

AFP n WASHINGTON

resident Donald Trump will
visit South Korea in June to
P
meet with his counterpart
Moon Jae-in over their efforts
to persuade North Korea to
scrap its nuclear weapons arsenal, the White House has said.
It will be the second meeting between the pair since the
collapse of a summit between
Trump and North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un in Hanoi
in February after they failed to
reach a deal on denuclearisation.
“President Trump and
President Moon will continue
their close coordination on
efforts to achieve the final,
fully verified denuclearisation
of the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea,” the White
House said in a statement on
Wednesday, using North
Korea’s official name.
The dovish South Korean
president, who has long backed
engagement with the nuclear-

armed North, brokered the
talks process between Trump
and Kim, which led to their
first landmark summit in
Singapore last June.
But security allies Seoul
and Washington have at times
appeared to diverge on their
approach to Pyongyang, and
Seoul’s
simultaneous
announcement of the visit was
noticeably different in its phrasing.
A statement issued by the
South’s presidential office said
the two leaders will discuss
“establishing a lasting peace
regime through the complete
denuclearisation of the Korean
peninsula” — rather than the
North specifically.
The “denuclearisation of
the Korean peninsula” was the
term used in the joint statement
signed by Kim and Trump
after their first summit in
Singapore.
But it is a phrase open to
wide interpretation, and the
process has become bogged

down as the two sides disagree
over what it means.
In the past, Pyongyang has
argued it must include the
removal of Washington’s
nuclear umbrella over the
South and the 28,500 US troops
stationed in the country.
When US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo visited the
North’s traditional ally Russia
this week, Moscow’s veteran
foreign minister Sergei Lavrov
told him: “The leadership of
DPRK expects certain guarantees of security of their country reciprocated by denuclearization, and that denuclearization should be expanded over the whole of the Korean
Peninsula.”
The White House said
Trump’s trip to South Korea
would combine with his visit to
nearby Japan, where he will
attend a G20 summit in Osaka
on June 28-29.
The Hanoi summit
between Trump and Kim broke
up after the pair failed to agree

on what Pyongyang would be
willing to give up in exchange
for relief from sanctions
imposed over its nuclear and
missile programmes.
Since then, Moon has tried
to salvage diplomacy between
the two mercurial leaders and
flew to Washington last month
for a brief meeting with Trump.
His attempts have so far
proved futile, with Pyongyang
raising the pressure earlier this
month week by launching
short-range missiles in its first
such test since November 2017.
North Korea has repeatedly warned that it could take a
different
approach
if
Washington did not change its
stance on sanctions by the end
of this year.
In a move that could further stoke tensions, the US
announced the seizure of a
North Korean cargo ship for
violating international sanctions, which was slammed by
Pyongyang as an “unlawful
and outrageous act”.

US stealth fighter
suffers major
damage in Japan

Lankan Muslim leaders call for calm

AFP n WASHINGTON

PTI n COLOMBO

Says attacks on community helps militants’ cause

US F-35 stealth bomber
ttacks against minority
suffered millions of dollars AMuslims only fulfils the
A
in damage after colliding with agenda of extremist militants
a bird during take-off from an
air base in Japan, the US
Marine Corps has said in a
statement.
“On May 7, 2019 an F-35B
with Marine Aircraft Group 12,
1st Marine Aircraft Wing
aborted take-off due to a bird
strike at Marine Corps Air
Station Iwakuni and safely taxied off the runway,” the statement said.
The pilot was not hurt in
the incident, it said.
Photographs circulating on
social media showed what
appeared to a kind of falcon
stuck beneath the plane.
A damage assessment
report has not yet been completed but the Marine Corps
classified the incident as category “A,” meaning the damage
is expected to exceed USD 2
million. The F-35 program
was launched in the 1990s and
has cost almost USD 400 billion, making it the most expensive weapons system ever
developed by the Pentagon.

among the community who
want to divide people, Muslim
political leaders said here
Thursday as they appealed to
the radical elements to shun
violence, amid widespread
communal riots following the
Easter blasts.
Anti-Muslim riots have
killed one person and caused
extensive damage to homes,
businesses and mosques in Sri
Lanka this week.
The communal violence is
a fresh backlash from the Easter
Sunday attacks where nine suicide bombers, including a
woman, carried out a series of
devastating blasts that tore
through three churches and
three luxury hotels, killing 258
people and injuring over 500
others.
“Those who attack
Muslims only fulfil the agenda
of extremist militants. Terrorist
want other communities to
target Muslims. They wanted to
divide us,” Imtiaz Bakeer
Markar, a senior Muslim politi-

cian told reporters.
“We are not with them and
a majority of Muslims do not
approve it (the Easter Sunday
attacks),” Ferial Ashraff, a former minister said.
She said the Muslim community had volunteered to give
information to security forces
in their operations to nab the
extremists.
“Please do not push them
towards divisive groups by
attacking them,” Ashraff said.
Responding to criticism
that Muslims have become
religiously more aggressive living among the majority
Buddhist community, Kabir
Hashim, a minister said, “We
are not ashamed to do soul
searching, we may have made
mistakes in the past, but we are
ready to correct them. We are
ready to move forward as one
nation”.
Earlier, a group of opposition legislators moved a motion
in Parliament for a vote of no
trust against Industry and
Trade Minister Rishath
Bathiyutheen who leads a small
Muslim party, a coalition partner in the government, for
alleged complicity with the

jihadists.
The motion accuses
Bathiyutheen of applying pressure to release the supporters of
the jihadi group, supplying
empty ammunition to a copper
factory owned by one of the
suicide bombers and being
friends with the rich father of
the two suicide bombers, a
Muslim preacher who is under
arrest.
Sri Lanka has faced condemnation for the recent antiMuslimn violence.
“The United Nations welcomes the unequivocal condemnation expressed on many
occasions by political, religious
and other community leaders
towards the hate-mongering

and violence carried out by a
few,” the UN statement in a
said.
“As a country, Sri Lanka
remains at a critical juncture
where a unified rejection of
hate is of paramount importance for sustaining peace,” it
said.
The Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
said it was closely monitoring
the anti-Muslim attacks that
have taken place at various
locations.
“The OIC calls on the
authorities in Sri Lanka to
ensure the safety and security
of the Muslim community in
the country and combat the rising tide of violence, extremism
and hate speech, which is
spreading fear and mistrust
among the communities,” it
said.
The European Union while
welcoming the arrests stressed
the need to ensure the rule of
law.
The Sri Lankan police said
over 70 people have been
arrested for attacking the
Muslims.
The attacks are a fallout of
the April 21 attack.

Jeff Koons work
sells for $91.1m,
record for
living artist

Alabama governor signs near-total
abortion ban into law

AFP n NEW YORK

AP n MONTGOMERY (US)

sculpture by American
artist Jeff Koons has sold
A
for USD 91.1 million at an auc-

labama’s Republican governor has signed the most
A
stringent abortion legislation in

tion organised by Christie’s in
New York — a record price for
a living artist.
“Rabbit”, a stainless steel
casting of an inflatable rabbit,
overtook the previous record
set by British painter David
Hockney’s “Portrait of an
Artist (Pool with Two
Figures)”, which sold last
November at Christie’s for
USD 90.3 million.
It was a return to the top
for Koons, whose “Balloon
Dog (Orange)” for five years
held the record for highest
price reached at auction for a
living artist after its 2013 sale
for USD 58.4 million.

the nation, making performing
an abortion a felony in nearly all
cases.
“To the bill’s many supporters, this legislation stands as a
powerful testament to
Alabamians’ deeply held belief
that every life is precious and that
every life is a sacred gift from
God,” Governor Kay Ivey said in
a statement on Wednesday.
The bill’s sponsors want to
give conservatives on the US
Supreme Court a chance to gut
abortion rights nationwide, but
Democrats and abortion rights
advocates criticised the bill as a
slap in the face to women voters.
“It just completely disre-

The selling price of
“Rabbit” was only USD 80 million, but once commissions
and fees were added, the final
total rose to USD 91.075 million. In an unusual turn for an
art auction at this price range,
the buyer of “Rabbit” was

actually in the room during the
sale. Produced by Koons in
1986, “Rabbit” is among the
best-known works by the
artist, who built a reputation
for challenging art world conventions.
At 41 inches (1.04 metres)

in height, the figure was auctioned from the collection of
deceased publishing mogul S
I Newhouse. Before his death in
2017, his empire included Conde
Nast, which published magazines like Vogue, The New
Yorker and Vanity Fair.

gards women and the value of
women and their voice. We have
once again silenced women on a
very personal issue,” said Sen.
Linda Coleman-Madison, a
Birmingham Democrat.
The abortion ban is set to go
into effect in six months, but is
expected to face a lawsuit to block
it from halting abortion access.
Coleman-Madison said she
hopes the measure awakens a
“sleeping giant” of women voters
in the state.
But Republican pollster
Chris Kratzer noted that there is
no congressional district and
likely no legislative district with
enough swing voters to put
Republicans at serious risk in the
state.
“The people who are outraged about this are not the people who are electing these guys,

generally speaking, especially
when we’re talking about the primary,” he said.
Further, Kratzer argued,
there aren’t enough potential
swing voters and disenchanted
Republicans to make the issue
any kind of advantage for the lone
Democrat elected to statewide
office, US Sen Doug Jones, who
scored a surprise win in a 2017
special election.
Jones upset Republican Roy
Moore in part on the strength of
GOP-leaning college graduates
abandoning the controversial
Moore. But Kratzer said that was
more about Moore’s long history of flouting federal courts as
chief justice of the Alabama
Supreme Court and accusations
that Moore sexually harassed
teens when he was in his 30s —
not Moore’s hardline stance on

abortion.
The legislation Alabama senators passed Tuesday would
make performing an abortion at
any stage of pregnancy a felony
punishable by 10 to 99 years or
life in prison for the provider. The
only exception would be when
the woman’s health is at serious
risk.
Women seeking or undergoing abortions wouldn’t be punished.
Rep Terri Collins, the bill’s
sponsor, said she believes the
measure reflects the beliefs of the
majority of the state electorate.
The vote came after 59 per
cent of state voters in November
agreed to write anti-abortion
language in the Alabama
Constitution, saying the state
recognizes the rights of the
“unborn.”

‘Washable, wearable devices could be woven into clothes’

Eiffel Tower
turns 130

PTI n LONDON

Paris (AFP): The Eiffel Tower has
celebrated its 130th birthday in
Paris, with the city marking the
anniversary with a light show at
the famed monument.
Built for the 1889 World’s
Fair, the tower — which soars to
324 metres in height and weighs
7,300 tonnes — still attracts
nearly seven million visitors
every year. Despite calls for its
demolition in the years after the
exhibition, it soon became the
most iconic feature on the Paris
skyline and is France’s most visited monument. “The Eiffel
Tower is a must,” said Laurie, a
tourist from Canada. The tower
was the tallest structure in the
world for 41 years until the construction of the Chrysler Building
in New York in 1930.

ambridge scientists have
developed wearable elecC
tronic components that can be
incorporated directly into fabrics.
The devices could be used
for flexible circuits, healthcare
monitoring, energy conversion, and other applications,
according to the study published in the journal Nanoscale.
Researchers have shown
how graphene — a two-dimensional form of carbon — and
other related materials can be
directly incorporated into fabrics to produce charge storage
elements such as capacitors.
This paves the way for textile-based power supplies

which are washable, flexible
and comfortable to wear.
The research demonstrates
that graphene inks can be used
in textiles able to store electrical charge and release it when
required. The new textile electronic devices are based on
low-cost, sustainable and scalable dyeing of polyester fabric.
The inks are produced by
standard solution processing
techniques.
Building on previous work
by the same team, the
researchers at the University of
Cambridge in the UK designed
inks which can be directly
coated onto a polyester fabric
in a simple dyeing process.
The versatility of the
process allows various types of

electronic components to be
incorporated into the fabric.
Most other wearable electronics rely on rigid electronic components mounted on
plastic or textiles.
These offer limited compatibility with the skin in many
circumstances, are damaged
when washed and are uncomfortable to wear because they
are not breathable.
“Other techniques to incorporate electronic components
directly into textiles are expensive to produce and usually
require toxic solvents, which
makes them unsuitable to be
worn,” said Felice Torrisi from
Cambridge. “Our inks are
cheap, safe and environmentally-friendly, and can be com-

bined to create electronic circuits by simply overlaying different fabrics made of twodimensional materials on the
fabric,” Torrisi said.
The researchers suspended
individual graphene sheets in a
low boiling point solvent,
which is easily removed after
deposition on the fabric, resulting in a thin and uniform conducting network made up of
multiple graphene sheets.
The subsequent overlay of
several graphene and hexagonal boron nitride (h-BN) fabrics creates an active region,
which enables charge storage.
This sort of ‘battery’ on
fabric is bendable and can
withstand washing cycles in a
normal washing machine.

“Textile dyeing has been
around for centuries using
simple pigments, but our result
demonstrates for the first time
that inks based on graphene
and related materials can be
used to produce textiles that
could store and release energy,”
said Professor Chaoxia Wang
from Jiangnan University in
China.
“Our process is scalable
and there are no fundamental
obstacles to the technological
development of wearable electronic devices both in terms of
their complexity and performance,” Wang said.
The work opens a number
of commercial opportunities
for ink based on two-dimensional materials, ranging from

personal health and well-being
technology, to wearable energy and data storage, military
garments, wearable computing
and fashion. “Turning textiles
into functional energy storage
elements can open up an
entirely new set of applications,

from body-energy harvesting
and storage to the Internet of
Things,” said Torrisi.
“In the future our clothes
could incorporate these textilebased charge storage elements
and power wearable textile
devices,” Torrisi said.
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Easy-breezy
Your long-awaited picnic could work best if you keep these points
in focus while planning
s the weather warms up, many
of us start thinking about
A
enjoying our meals outdoors. But
a seamless, successful picnic takes
some planning. Having a checklist
and some ideas for what foods
work best can keep the easy-breezy
notion of a summer picnic just that.
Whether you are looking to
create a simple alfresco lunch or a
more stylish meal, a potluck menu
for a group or a romantic repast for
two, be prepared. I have learned the
hard way that garbage bags and
bottle openers don’t just appear in
fields.

THE
BRIGHTEST

YELLOW

THE CARRIERS
Anything from a classic picnic
basket to a sturdy, flat-bottomed
bag to a metal or plastic bin or box.
Include some sort of cooler.

Chef ARVIND RAI goes into the historicity of mango and its
contemporary usage. By TEAM VIVA
hich fruit can be had in its
raw form as well as
when is it ripe?
What lends itself to pickles, chutneys, soufflés,
drinks, ice creams and
cakes? What can be
added to dals for a
nice texture or eaten on
its own as a dessert? Of
course, the answer is none
other than mango. And in
India, the varieties are innumerable.
While the Hapus or alphonso holds
sway in the western parts, the
Dussehri, Langda and Chausa are
the favourites in the Hindi belt. Of
course, Andhra loves it Baganpalli
and Bengal its Malda.
History yields some very interesting facts and figures about this
celebrated fruit. Fossils indicate that
the mango made its first appearance between 25 to 30 million years
ago in Northeast India, Myanmar
and Bangladesh, from where it travelled down to southern India. The
earliest name given to the mango
was Amra-Phal. It is also referred
to in early Vedic literature as Rasala
and Sahakara, and is written about
in the Brihadaranyaka Upanishad
and the Puranas, which condemn
the felling of mango trees. Over the
ages, the mango became a household fruit and odes were sung in its
praise. Legendary Urdu poet Mirza
Asadullah Khan Ghalib was a
mango aficionado, too. He despised
people who didn’t share his addiction for the fruit. Mughal emper-

W

‘MANGO AND ITS
VARIANTS ARE
INDEED THE
BEST THAT INDIA
HAS TO OFFER
TO GLOBAL
CUISINE’

or Akbar
is said to have planted over
100,000 mango trees in Darbhanga
(modern Bihar).
So how do you judge whether
a mango is ripe enough to be eaten?
Squeeze gently. If it is ripe, it will
give in to a slight fingertip pressure
and will smell sweet at the stem
end. An unripe mango has a sour
taste and an astringent effect on
your tongue and lips. So choose
carefully if you’re planning to eat it
the same day. Also, be careful to
choose the fruit which has a fully
intact skin that’s free of any bruises or cuts.
Mangoes are one of the most
versatile fruits. You can serve ripe
mango slices in compotes, cakes
and tarts or alongside grilled or
roasted meats and poultry. You can
purée mango and use it as a base
for sherbets, whips, ice cream,
beverages and dessert sauces. You
can eat it out of hand, peeled like
a banana or on the half shell. Or
you can gently roll and knead the

gorge

mango until all of the pulp inside
is mashed and liquefied,
then simply tap a hole at
one end and suck the
fruit dry. Mango has
a flavour affinity for
apricot, avocado,
chicken, chillies,
cilantro, cucumbers,
fish, lime juice, orange,
passion fruit, pineapple,
rum, seafood, star fruit, sweet bell
pepper and tangerine.
While this has clearly become
the most versatile ingredient in the
kitchen these days, today mangoes
can be used in each of the 12 courses of a meal. A large number of
mango-festivals that are held these
days tells us of the paramount
importance that the fruit has.
When we speak of nutrition, mangoes are rich in vitamins A, B, and
C and a good source of potassium.
One medium-size mango has about
150 calories. Mangoes are a rich
source of anti-oxidants like
quercetin, astragalin and gallic
acid that have been proven to fight
against certain types of cancers.
Hence, it can be said that it is
rightly the brightest yellow in the
kitchen. It is such a celebrated fruit
that in season, it can be used in
myriad ways and when off season,
it is used to make condiments.
Mango and its variants are indeed
the best that India has to offer to
global cuisine.
(Rai is executive chef at The
Ashok, ITDC.)

THE FOOD
Choose simple dishes that
require no fussing over at the picnic. Steer clear of fragile foods and
take items that won’t get soggy, are
delicious at room temperature,
can stand up to some time in the
sun and can be eaten with your
hands or just a fork — it’s hard to
cut things on a paper plate balanced on your lap.
Usually, picnics don’t have the
prescribed flow of a regular indoor
meal. It’s quite acceptable and
lovely that someone might be
munching on a piece of frittata
while others are eating cookies.
But if you plan on a more
leisurely afternoon, you may want
to put out some nibbley things to
start. Cheese plus bread or crackers are always welcome, supplemented by olives, cornichons, nuts,
dried fruit, and condiments like fig
jam or chutney. If you make a crostini topping or two, put that out
along with some toasted baguette
slices brushed with olive oil and let
people assemble their own. Think
about a dip and some cut-up vegetables. There are lots of interesting salsas to make or buy to pair
with chips.
If you are bringing a lettuce
salad or anything that can wilt
quickly, pack the dressing separately and toss it there. Sturdier grain
and vegetables salads can be made
and dressed just before leaving
(some grain, pasta or potato salads
can happily be made up to a couple days ahead of time).
Sandwiches are always good,
but pack them tightly so they
don’t fall apart. Fried chicken,
grilled or roasted chicken (so good
cold), salads featuring proteins
like chicken or tuna, quiches, frittatas — truly, anything you are
happy eating at room temperature
is fair game. Include at least one
vegetarian and one gluten-free

A few items like a
picnic basket or a
portable container,
cooler with ice or
cold packs, picnic
blanket (preferably
waterproof),
portable chairs
and table could
be a part of
the check list
option if you think those might be
needed.
Avoid desserts that need to be
cut and plated, like pies and cakes.
Go with pre-cut durable sweets like
brownies, bar cookies, drop cookies.
Grapes, cherries, cut melon
and strawberries are good, packable fruit offerings.
As for drinks, bring an assortment in cans or bottles. If you are
going to a park, make sure glass
bottles and/or alcohol are allowed;
boxed or canned wine may be your
friend and there are some good
ones out there. Maybe pack a thermos or two of iced tea or lemonade. Keep drinks chilled with lots
of ice.
DISPOSABLE OR REUSABLE?
We are all trying to be greener. And for a smaller group, at least,
re-usable are often more attractive

us

he Cafe by Foodhall celebrates
the goodness of avocados by
launching special avocado gift
boxes along with the guacamole
bar. It’s also introducing a
special avocado-based menu for
May, offering dishes like Avo
curry with jasmine rice, drinks
like Avo-colada and Avo-ade to
desserts like Avo-ousse and
Avo-pudding. Date: Till May 31
Time: 9 am to 9.30 pm Venue:
The Cafe by Foodhall, DLF 5,
Gurugram.

T

a La Land
presents their
four-course
executive lunch
menu, offering
dishes like Jalapeno
cheese balls, Crispy
spinach chaat, Thai
veg coconut soup,
Paneer tikka
lababdar, Browned
chilly fish, Dum
galouti kebab, Bacon wrapped grilled chicken,
Blue berry cheesecake, among a few. Time: 12
pm to 3.30 pm Price: `599 onwards Venue:
La La Land brew pub, first floor, global foyer,
Golf Course Road, Gurugram.

elebrating the fourth anniversary of its

wide range of tropical cocktails, dishes and
also some exciting discounts for students
with its Tiki Fest. Date: Till May 31 Price:
Student offer: 1 bowling game: `149; Buy 3
get 1 free: 4-course lunch/ dinner buffet
and many more Venue: SMAAASH, DLF
Cyber Hub, Gurugram.

CORNITOS TEA TIME CRUNCHY
WHAT YOU NEED
● Cornitos barbeque flavour Nachos crisps: 1 bag
● Sliced green olives: 1/4 cup
● Sliced jalapeno peppers: 1/4 cup
● Chopped green onion: 1
● Seeded green and red chilli: 1
● Diced yellow bell pepper: 1
● Jalapeno cheese dip: 1 jar
METHOD
● Arrange Nachos crisps on a platter.
● Top it with all chopped ingredients.
● Serve it with jalapeno cheese dip.
Courtesy: Cornitos.

aints N Sinners presents

Stheir signature cocktail,

which brings out the best
from the crowd favourite Jim
Beam with its citric body and
fruity overtones. Price: `375
plus taxes Venue: Saints N
Sinners, Global Foyer, Golf
Course Road.

METHOD
● In a bowl, whisk together
the purée and sugar until the
sugar has dissolved. Stir the
yogurt.
● Sprinkle half of the
pistachios into ice-pop
moulds and pour the mango
mixture overtop leaving 1/2
inch (one cm) of space at the
top of each mould.
● Top with the remaining
pistachios and insert the icepop sticks.

—AP

ullman New Delhi Aerocity in

curated an unforgettable experience
with Jim Murray, the whisky
connoisseur and author of The Whisky
Bible, offering dishes like Edam and
Hollands Smoke, Chorizo Bacon
Salsa, Garlic Crostini, and many
more. Date: May 17 and 18 Time: 7.30
pm Price: `5,000 (all inclusive) Venue:
Pullman New Delhi Aerocity.

ueva presents a lavish spree of crafty cocktails like

watermelon, berries and basil. There are tacos like
litchi with cucumber and ginger, Crero-style pork
belly, Quinoa vegetable saltado, Scrambled tofu with
truffle and Sea scallops. Time: 11.30 am to 12 am
Price: (for two) `3,000 plus Date: Till June 30
Venue: Ground floor, Sangam Courtyard, RK Puram.
WATER MELON, FETA AND
AMARANTH SALAD
WHAT YOU NEED
● Scooped water melon: 1 cup
● Cantaloupe melon: 1 cup
● Washed and dried aragula
leaves: 2 cups
● Fresh lemon juice: 4 tbsp
● Organic honey: 2 tbsp
● Olive oil: 2 tbsp
● Balsamic vinegar: 1 cup
● Roasted pumpkin seeds: 4
tbsp
● Feta: ½ cup
● Salt and pepper to taste

● Freeze for six hours or until

METHOD

firm.
● For easy unmoulding, place
under hot running water.

● Take a bowl and blend olive

Courtesy: Chef Tarun Sibal, Director
One Fine Meal.

PACKING YOUR PICNIC
Put the heaviest, sturdiest items
on the bottom of your container,
and the lighter, more delicate items
on top. Have your picnic blanket
accessible — it’s the first thing
you’ll want to unpack.
Chill drinks and perishable
foods before you pack them.
And finally, of course, leave the
picnic site the way you found it.
Shake those last few crumbs off the
blanket, but otherwise nobody
need know you were there.

Passociation with All Things Nice has

Ngreen apple, cinnamon and lime and Asian

MANGO LASSI POPSICLE
WHAT YOU NEED
● Mango purée: 250 ml
● Sugar: 75 gm
● Plain Greek yogurt: 125 ml
● Crushed unsalted pistachios:
20 gm

MAKE THAT LIST
Here is a sample checklist, to
prevent those “did anyone pack the
napkins?” moments:
Picnic basket or other portable
container, cooler with ice or cold
packs, picnic blanket (preferably
waterproof in case the ground is
damp), picnic chairs, portable picnic table, plates, cups, utensils (eating and serving), napkins, paper
towels (and maybe wet wipes),
dish towels (these can be used to
anchor dishes in transport, and also
for cleanup), drinks (including
plenty of water), bottle opener
and/or corkscrew, cutting board
(also useful as a level serving surface, perfect for drinks), sharp
knife, salt, pepper, condiments
(leftover ketchup, mustard or mayo
packets from take-out can be put to
use), sunscreen and insect repellent,
hats, garbage/recycling bags, games
and activities: Frisbees, balls, bubbles, water guns, etc.

R E C I P E S

L

CCyber Hub outlet, Smaash presents a

and eco-friendly. Bring an extra
bag for recycling.

oil, honey, lemon juice, salt and
pepper thoroughly.
● Add Balsamic vinegar to it
and put it on a low flame. Then

reduce the mixture till it comes
to a glaze consistency.
● Scoop watermelon and keep
in the fridge to chill.
● Meanwhile, in a mixing bowl
add the dressing and the
aragula. Toss it well.
● Place the dressed aragula in
a plate along with the
watermelon.
● Crumble the feta on top of
the salad and garnish with the
pumpkin seeds.
Courtesy: Chef Tarun Sibal, Director One
Fine Meal.

CARAMEL WALNUT TARTS
WHAT YOU NEED
For crust:
● Graham crackers: 6 gm
● California walnuts: 1/2 cup
● Melted butter: 1/4 cup
● Brown sugar: 1/4 cup
For filling:
● Caramel squares unwrapped: 20
● Heavy cream: 1/4 cup
● Chopped California walnuts: 1/2 cup
● Semi-sweet chocolate chips: 1/2 cup
● Sea salt flakes: 1/2 tsp
METHOD
Crust:
● Spray four individual tart pans with cooking spray.
Set aside.
● Place Graham crackers and walnuts into food
processor until they resemble fine crumbs.
● Pour crumbs into a large bowl and stir together with
melted butter and brown sugar.
● Place three tablespoons of that mixture into each
prepared tart pan and use the back of a spoon to gently
press down.
● Chill in the refrigerator for 30 minutes.
Filling:
● Melt caramels and cream together in a small
saucepan over medium heat until melted and smooth.
Stir constantly.
● Pour over cooled crust. Top it with chopped walnuts.
Then chill it for 30 minutes.
● Melt chocolate and cream together in a small
saucepan over low heat. Stir constantly. Drizzle over
chilled tarts. Then top with sea salt flakes.
● Chill in the refrigerator for additional 30 minutes and
then serve.
Courtesy: Chef, Sabyasachi Gorai.
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Kher: Varun is a
hard-working star
Veteran actor ANUPAM KHER
praised his Judwaa 2 co-star
Varun Dhawan, saying he has
grown into a “big hardworking
star.”
Anupam took to
Instagram and wrote a post
for him along with a video.
“I have seen Varun
since he was a small
child. So to see him
grow into this big
hardworking
star/actor is such a
wonderful feeling.
He has shown a
great graph from his
first film to now,”
Anupam wrote.
Varun said, “I have
not seen him for sometime but he came and
had breakfast with me
when I needed the inspiration... more than anything, I needed a family
and he was there. Thank
you so much.”

‘Working with Shriya
(Pilgaonkar) again was
a natural
comfort
that just
came
without
trying. Also,
Shashanka
Ghosh is a
genius along with
Samit Basu who is the
brains behind this
venture. They both
have such clarity on
what they want and
how they want it. While
they are the leaders of
the free world, they
also allowed us actors
to have a free hand to
work with our creative
liberties too.’
—Ali Fazal
Singer SHREYA GHOSHAL
expressed her disappointment about
not being allowed to carry a musical
instrument on a
flight.
Shreya
wrote on social
media, “I guess
Singapore
Airlines does
not want musicians or anybody who has a precious instrument
to fly with on this airline. Well. Thank
you. Lesson learnt.”
After her post, the airline apologised to the Agar tum mil jao hitmaker via their official Twitter handle. “We are sorry to hear this. May
we seek more details of your concerns and what was last advised by
our colleagues? Thank you.”

Britney may never
perform in Vegas
BRITNEY SPEARS, who cancelled
her Las Vegas residency earlier this
year, may never return to
perform there, says her
long-time manager
Larry Rudolph.
Rudolph said,
“I've been with her
for two-thirds of her
life. I look at her
almost like I look at
my own daughter.
It's very emotional for
me... and really
rough. Personally, I
want for her to just
find a peaceful,
happy place — whatever that means for
her. It's not about a
career anymore, it's
about life.”
Rudolph has managed Spears for most of
her career, going back to
her first album Baby One
More Time, in 1999.

STEP OUT
FOR A COOL SUMMER

myth goes that an old hermit
had once cursed a Mughal
emperor by saying, Ya rahe
gujar ya rahe usar. The curse
implied that his dream fort
and stepwells, on completion, would be
either deserted or be peopled by the
nomadic Gujjar tribe. History is evidence
that the bit about the numerous baolis in
the city holds true as they have been abandoned presumably due to lack of water.
The capital, that once was home to more
than 100 baolis or stepwells, now has only
11. But a small beginning has been made
to restore at least some of them to their
former pristine glory. And these are
contributing to making summer evenings
in the city cool and a pleasant outdoor
pursuit.
One such is the 800-year-old Hazrat
Nizamuddin baoli, the only one that has
an active underground spring ensuring a
continuous water supply. Its renewal is
being done mainly by the Aga Khan Trust
for Culture (AGTC) under the
Nizamuddin Urban Renewal Initiative
and the Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI). The baoli still holds water and is
considered sacred by the devotees of the
native community. In 2008, the baoli suffered major damage when portions of its
eastern wall collapsed, threatening the
shelters and security of 18 families which
occupied the southern terrace. This also
posed a threat to the over 5,000 pilgrims
who are regular visitors of the corridor at
the Dargah.
Ratish Nanda, conservation architect
and project director of AGTC, listed how
the revamping and water revival project
under the initiative has been worked out.
He informed, “After the collapse, the team
worked on removing 40-feet of accumulated ashlar stones which had fallen in the

A

SPLASH
CONSERVATIONISTS
HAVE BEEN
REVIVING LOCAL
BAOLIS AND WELLS
IN NIZAMUDDIN
FOR QUITE SOME
TIME BUT IT IS
ONLY NOW, WITH
FREE-FLOWING
WATER THAT HAS
ENRICHED
GARDENS AND
VEGETATION, THAT
THE CITY HAS A
REASON TO LOOK
FORWARD TO COOL
SUMMER
EVENINGS. BY
CHAHAK MITTAL

baoli and were buried in the sludge. A
path was paved to re-open the water inlet
points. The baoli was desilted to its original depth of over 80 feet below the
ground level.” He added that the baoli continues to hold over three million litres of
water today.
Talking about the neighbouring
Humayun’s Tomb, he highlighted how
around 20 wells were discovered during
the process of its restoration, which were
filled with filth and dust. That scum was
about 40 feet! He said, “So, around 200
rainwater harvesting recharge pits were
created at the tomb to ensure that every
drop of rainwater is used to recharge the
ground water aquifers and wells.”
The objective of the garden restoration project, he said, was to revitalise and
revive the gardens and its pathways, water
channels, pools and fountains as per the
original design. He added, “This has
necessitated the conservation, repair and
rebuilding of the water channel system
and the repair, extension and reactivation
of the irrigation system to ensure that
water flows naturally through the watercourses and fountains. It has also entailed
the establishment of renewable water
sources using rainwater harvesting to
recharge groundwater and historic wells.”
The entrance zone of the neighbouring Sunder Nursery consists of a series
of sunken gardens and enclosed spaces
for flowerbeds for seasonals which bloom

annually. These also function as rainwater harvesting pits, water from which runs
off into a swimming pool-sized underground tank. This water is put to use
throughout the year after the Delhi
monsoon fills the tank up. “The shallow
lakes created at the spot also serve as
water reservoirs,” said he. The nursery is
home to more than 20,000 saplings
which were planted to impact the overall vegetation and cool down the surrounding temperature. Nanda added
that it makes “the place six to seven
degrees cooler than the peripheral areas
of Delhi.”

Talking about the aftermath of the
restoration, Asif Ali, the art and heritage
expert who was closely associated with
the project, pointed out that this has
impacted the monuments economically
as well. “Footfalls at the site have risen
from 300 to 400 per day (when the entry
fee was `5 for Indians and `100 for foreigners) to 3,000 to 4,000 per day today
(the fee is `40 for Indians and `600 for
foreigners). There is more of the local,
ancient heritage that is available for the
tourists to look at. Economically that
means huge gains.”
Photo: Pankaj Kumar

CANNES DIARIES

‘It is like a family reunion’
ilda Swinton feels most at
home at the Berlin Film
Festival, but she’s steadily
become a regular at the Cannes
Film Festival.
“I’m racking them up,” she says
cheerfully the day after the premiere of Jim Jarmusch’s zombie
movie The Dead Don’t Die.
“I like this summer-holiday
feel. These are wonderful family
reunions,” Swinton said. “If I’m with
Jim Jarmusch, I’m with the Jim
team. If I’m with Bong Joon-ho, I’m
with the Bong team. If I’m with Wes
Anderson, I’m with the Wes team.
You’re having a summer holiday
with your friends on the beach. It’s
sort of silly. I like the silliness of it.”
But Swinton is nostalgic for one
aspect of the festival that has
waned in recent years, “the Tromaness of Cannes,” she says, alluding
to the once ubiquitous Troma
Entertainment, the aggressively
promotional indie factory of lowbudget exploitation movies. The
Dead Don’t Die, which is competing in Cannes for the Palme d’Or,
isn’t a Troma film by any stretch.
But it shares some genre DNA.
Jarmusch’s film is about a small
town named Centerville where
“polar fracking” alters the Earth’s
rotation and the undead begin to
walk the streets. Swinton, who
memorably starred as a thoroughly well-read vampire in Jarmusch’s
Only Lovers Left Alive, plays the
town’s mortician.
“At some point at the end of
our adventure with Only Lovers Left
Alive, Jim said, ‘Let’s do a zombie
movie next,’” she recalls. “He said,
‘What do you want to be?’ I said,
pretty much off the cuff, ‘I want to
be the funeral director who’s put out
because the dead don’t die.’ That

T

was it. He laughed and went away.
And then all the rest, he did.”
For even Swinton, the character is an eccentric one. She speaks
with a pronounced version of her
own Scottish accent and is a master swordsman. Swinton, finally, is
zombie-killing Scottish samurai
warrior. “I’ve very proud of that
body count,” she says, smiling. “I
love it.”
There are winking references
throughout the often meta The
Dead Don’t Die to the actors themselves — among them Bill Murray,
Adam Driver and Chloe Sevigny.
Swinton’s character is named Zelda
Winston, a riff on Jarmusch’s nick-

‘Women have
been making
films for 11
decades now.
Why don’t we
necessarily
know about
them? We need
to look at the
canon,
appreciate it
and stream it’

name for Swinton: “Swilda Hinson.”
“Everybody’s in their own
clothes,” she says. As purposefully
outlandish as much of the movie is,
its premise — where the planet is
horribly damaged and a strange
new-normal takes hold — doesn’t
sound far-fetched to Swinton.
“It could easily be a documentary, if we’re not careful. We’re getting used to really bad things happening that we couldn’t imagine,”
she says. “We’ve just all got to retain
perspective. It’s so easy to become
befuddled. And it’s so easy to
notice that some forces are actively befuddling us.”
Swinton recently narrated

Hina makes a sparkling debut
opular television actress
Hina Khan made a stunning
P
debut at the red carpet of the
72nd Cannes Film Festival as
she chose a sparkling gown by
Lebanese designer, Ziad Nakad.
Hina, known for her roles
in shows like Yeh Rishta Kya
Kehlata Hai and Kasautii
Zindagii Kay, wore the glittery
grey gown with a moderate trail
and a plunging neckline. She
completed the look with her
hair tied back, minimal makeup and a nude pink lip shade.
The 31-year-old actress took to
her Instagram account to
express her excitement.
She posted a black and
white photograph of herself
posing for the shutterbugs.
Calling it God's sign, Hina captioned the image, “Cannes 2019.
The picture is just not ‘a’ picture.

God's sign. Shining star.”
The actress will also be a
speaker at India Pavilion of the
72nd edition of the festival,
which will run until May 25.

The talk will be followed by the
first look launch event of her
film Lines, which is set in the
backdrop of the Kargil War.
—IANS

Mark Cousin’s Women Make Film:
A New Road Movie Through
Cinema, a four-hour documentary
(for which 12 more hours are
planned) that sheds light on many
of the under-appreciated female
filmmakers from throughout cinema history. Swinton referenced
that past as an important perspective in today’s gender equality
struggles.
“Women have been making
films for 11 decades now,” she
said. “There are countless films
out there. Why don’t we necessarily know about them? We have
women filmmakers. Some are
working in bars, some are still in
school, some can’t get into school.
But that’s where we need to start.
We need to look at the canon,
appreciate it, stream it. Then it will
exist amongst us.”
One new addition to that
canon may be Joanna Hogg’s
“The Souvenir.” The film, which
opens in U.S. theaters Friday,
stars Honor Swinton Byrne,
Swinton’s daughter, in her film
debut. Swinton plays her mother.
Hogg’s widely acclaimed film —
a second part of which is planned
— is drawn from her own experience as a film student, her own
deferred coming-of-age of a filmmaker. “What she’s doing has
such a purity,” says Swinton. “She
started making her own films 20
years after making films as an
assist director in TV. Because of
experiences of these films, she
didn’t have the confidence to be
an author and yet she’s hit the
ground running.”
Swinton, ever loyal to her
directors, will be back in Cannes.
—AP
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RAHUL COULD BE AN OPTION
AT NUMBER 4: VENGSARKAR

Former great bats for KL’s inclusion in starting line-up & says he has technique to succeed in Eng

PTI ■ NEW DELHI

ormer captain Dilip
Vengsarkar feels trying out K
L Rahul at No 4 is an option
India can explore in the World
Cup since he has the technique
and temperament to succeed in
English conditions.
One of Indian cricket's best
chairmen of selectors, the 'Colonel'
is confident that Virat Kohli's
men will have a smooth ride to the
semi-finals and can take it from
there on.
The number four position
has been a bone of contention after
Ambati Rayudu failed to make the
cut despite being given an extended run in the run up to the tournament.
"We have a settled opening
pair in Shikhar (Dhawan) and
Rohit (Sharma). Virat Kohli is phenomenal at No 3. I feel that K L
Rahul could be an option at No 4.
He has the technique and can
complement the top three well. I
believe No 4 should be a specialist batsman," Vengsarkar said.
Even though the pitches are
expected to be flat during the
showpiece, Vengsarkar, who himself played three World Cups

THE NUMBER FOUR
POSITION HAS BEEN A
BONE OF CONTENTION
AFTER AMBATI
RAYUDU FAILED TO
MAKE THE CUT
DESPITE BEING GIVEN
AN EXTENDED RUN IN
THE RUN UP TO THE
TOURNAMENT

F
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xperienced left-arm pacer
Mohammad Aamir was on
E
Thursday included in Pakistan's
World Cup squad after their
bowlers were taken to the cleaners by England recently.
The thrashing by English
batsmen in a T20 International
and two ODIs has alarmed the
selectors, who were initially not
keen on picking Aamir for the
showpiece owing to lack of form.
Though Aamir is suspected
to be suffering from chicken pox
and is to have a medical examination done in London, a reliable
source said that the team management, including captain
Sarfaraz Ahmed and head coach

KL Rahul celebrates after completing fifty against Australia during 1st T20

BCCI/Twitter

(1979, 1983, 1987) with two in
England, felt that Rahul's technique provides him an advantage.
"Since he is a specialist opener, in case of early wickets, he
could provide stability. Also in a
long tournament, if required he
can open the innings. I feel that he
should be a part of playing XI,"
Vengsarkar said about Rahul, who
finished second in the IPL rungetter's list with 593.
The 63-year-old opined that
the biggest advantage for India will
be their experience of playing a full
series in the United Kingdom last
year.

"In England, the weather can
be fickle and that can have an
effect on the performance.
Adaptability will always be the key.
But to Indian team's advantage,
they played in England during the
same time last year. We have had
an exposure to those conditions
and that's good thing. We should
try and use it to our advantage,"
said the member of the victorious
1983 World Cup team.
The veteran of 116 Tests and
129 ODIs is also not worried
about Yuzvendra Chahal and
Kuldeep Yadav's dip in form during the Australia series.
"I am sure both Chahal and
Kuldeep must have worked on
their game as to what went wrong
against Australia. Once they get
there, they must carefully assess
the conditions and accordingly
devise the strategy," he said.
As far as the semi-final lineup is concerned, Vengsarkar
named India, hosts England and
defending champions Australia
as the favourites to reach the last
four stage.
"At this moment I can't predict
about the fourth team. Yes India,
England and Australia have the
team to go all the way," he added.

Aamir included in World Cup squad
ment and chief selector will want
him in the World Cup squad," the
source said.
The lacklustre performance
of the bowlers in the matches
against England forced the team
management to go back to Aamir,
who was not part of the 15-man
squad named initially.
"They are also keeping a
close look at Asif Ali who has
scored two successive half-centuries in the ODIs and if he continues his form he might well be
included in the World Cup squad
but at whose cost this has to be
decided," he added.

Mickey Arthur, expressed confidence in the bowler and allowed
him time to recover.
"The chief selector Inzamamul-Haq is also in agreement with
the team management but he
wants to first be sure Aamir can
be fit by the time the World Cup
starts from May 30," the source
said.
He said the team management and chief selector are now
awaiting the medical report of
Aamir.
"If the cricket board confirms
that Aamir can make a recovery
in two weeks time, the manage-

Biggies start with win in Rome

Lazio beat Atalanta
in Coppa Italia final
AFP ■ ROME

azio lifted the Coppa Italia
for the seventh time on
L
Wednesday after late goals
from Sergej Milinkovic-Savic
and Joaquin Correa guided
them to a 2-0 final win over
Atalanta on a night in Rome
dogged by fan violence.
Milinkovic-Savic's fine
header set Lazio on their way
with eight minutes left at the
Stadio Olimpico, seconds after
coming on as a substitute,
before Correa sealed victory in
the closing moments of the
match.
The victory books Lazio a
ticket to next season's Europa
League, much-needed for
Simone Inzaghi's side as they
are eighth in Serie A, four
points off the European berths
with two games left to play.
"We really wanted this
Cup," said Inzaghi.
His side's win was marred
by clashes outside the stadium
between Lazio's hardcore
"Ultras" supporters and police
before the game.
Atalanta had eliminated
holders Juventus in the quarterfinals and been bidding to win
their second Coppa Italia and
their first major honour since
they won the competition in
1963.
For the side from Bergamo
— who are still in the running
to qualify for the Champions
League for the first time — it
is their third defeat in the
final after missing out in 1987
and 1996.

NERVY AFFAIR
Gian Piero Gasperini's side
head to Serie A champions Juve

on Sunday looking to keep
hold of fourth place, with AC
Milan and Roma both three
points back.
"It's a pity, but finals are like
that," said Gasperini. "The
decisive moment of the match
arrived in the second half and
we lost on a corner kick.
"We now head to Sunday,
because there is a place in the
next Champions League to
defend. We'll overcome this
disappointment, even if our
run in the tournament was a
great experience."
Atalanta had arrived in
Rome on a 12-match unbeaten run since the end of
February. They had beaten
Lazio in both Serie A meetings
this season.
But they could not find a
way past their solid opponents
and failed to take their chances
in a nervy game, with Papu
Gomez denied by Thomas
Strakosha in the Lazio goal
within the first minute.
Atalanta's top scorer
Duvan Zapata and midfielder
Marten De Roon also squandered two quickfire efforts on
26 minutes, before Gomez hit
the post with 14 minutes left.
Seconds
after wards
Milinkovic-Savic made an
almost immediate impact after
coming on after a month out
injured to replace Luis Alberto,
who had just missed a chance
for Lazio.
The Serb broke through
leaving Pierluigi Gollini powerless, and Correa finished off
a counter-attack minutes later
to award Inzaghi his first major
honour since winning the competition as a Lazio player in
2009.

ROME: Australian firebrand Nick
Kyrgios was disqualified from the
Italian Open after an expletive-laden
rant on Thursday as defending champion Rafael Nadal swept into the third
round along with top seed Novak
Djokovic and Roger Federer.
Kyrgios grabbed the headlines
when he suffered a spectacular meltdown on Court Three against
Norwegian qualifier Casper Ruud.
The controversial 24-year-old,
who had marked his presence in
Rome by criticising Djokovic and
Nadal in an interview on Wednesday,
starting arguing with the umpire in the
third set.
World number 36 Kyrgios had
levelled the match at one set all but was
given a game penalty early on in the
third set for swearing.
His response was to kick out at a
water bottle before throwing a chair
onto the court, packing his bag and
then storming off court, shouting I am
fucking done''
Kyrgios was automatically disqualified with Ruud winning 6-3, 67 (5/7), 2-1 to advance to the third
round against former US Open champion Juan Martin del Potro.
Kyrgios had already been at the
centre of controversy during
Wednesday's washout when he told
the NCR Tennis Podcast that Djokovic
had "a sick obsession with wanting to

be liked" and that the Serb's postmatch celebration was "cringeworthy".
Nadal was described by the
Australian as "super-salty".
Meanwhile, Nadal crushed
France's Jeremy Chardy 6-0, 6-1,
with Federer, a four-time runner-up,
easing past Portugal's Joao Sousa 6-4,
6-3, and Djokovic beating Canadian
Denis Shapovalov 6-1, 6-3.
All three are in action again later
in the day to make up time after play

was washed out on Wednesday.
Nadal meets Georgian Nikoloz
Basilashvili, with Federer up against
Croatian Borna Coric, and Djokovic
facing
Germany's
Philipp
Kohlschreiber.
World number four Dominic
Thiem slammed tournament organisers after he was dumped out 4-6, 64, 7-5 by Spain's Fernando Verdasco.
Japan's Kei Nishikori, the sixth
seed, got past American Taylor Fritz
6-2, 6-4 and next meets Jan-Lennard
Struff.
In the women's competition,
world number one Naomi Osaka
fought back after losing her serve early
to ease past Dominika Cibulkova 63, 6-3 against the 33rd-ranked Slovak
who she also beat last week in Madrid.
She was at risk of losing her world
number one ranking to Simona Halep
but the Romanian was knocked out
by Czech teenager Marketa
Vondrousova losing 2-6, 7-5, 6-3
having needed to win the tournament
to regain top spot she last held in midJanuary.
Halep's defeat also guarantees
Osaka's top seed at the French Open.
Next up for the Japanese player on
the clay of the Foro Italico is Romania's
Mihaela Buzarnescu.
Czech second seed Petra Kvitova
eased past Yulia Putintseva of
Kazakhstan 6-0, 6-1.
AFP

SINGLES
PSG & UTD EYEING LEWANDOWSKI TRANSFER

Paris: Bayern Munich striker Robert Lewandowski
has received offers from both Paris Saint-Germain
and Manchester United, according to a report in
German football magazine Kicker on Thursday.
Kicker reported that Lewandowski, whose current
deal at Bayern runs until 2021, was unhappy with
the club's plan to extend his contract by a single
year, suggesting the player wanted a longer deal. "At
the moment, he has requests from Manchester
United and Paris Saint-Germain," the magazine
wrote. The 30-year-old Polish striker has scored
189 goals in 240 games for Bayern since joining in
2014, and has consistently been linked to Europe's
biggest clubs. He openly flirted with a move to Real
Madrid last summer, before ultimately staying in
Munich.

STIMAC NAMES PROBABLES FOR KINGS CAMP

New Delhi: Injured striker Jeje Lalpekhlua along
with four others have been left out of the national
team's probables' list for the Kings Cup football
tournament in Thailand next month. India's newlyappointed head coach Igor Stimac on Thursday
announced the list of 37 probables for the
preparatory camp ahead of the Kings Cup to be held
in Buriram, Thailand from June 5-8. The camp will
be held in New Delhi from May 20. Besides Jeje, a
host of other players who will miss the Thailand
campaign are Halicharan Narzary (knee injury),
Mandar Rao Desai (hamstring injury), Ashique
Kuruniyan (knee injury), Narender Gehlot (knee
injury) and Jerry Lalrinzuala. The King's Cup is a
FIFA-sanctioned international 'A' tournament being
organised by the Thailand FA since 1968. India's
previous participation in the King's Cup was in
1977. Hosts Thailand and Vietnam are the two other
teams participating in the tournament.

SHARAPOVA RULES OUT OF ROLAND GARROS

Paris: Maria Sharapova has pulled out of this
year's French Open with a shoulder injury, the twotime former Roland Garros winner announced on
Wednesday. Sharapova, 32, a five-time Grand Slam
champion, has not played since pulling out of a
tournament in her native Russia at the end of
January. "Sometimes the right decisions aren't
always the easiest ones," she said in a post on her
Instagram account. "In better news, I have returned
to the practice court, and slowly building the
strength back in my shoulder," she added with a
picture of her lifting the Roland Garros trophy in
2014. Sharapova has been struggling back to top
fitness since watching from the sidelines during her
15-month doping ban that ended in 2017. This
year's French Open will run from May 26 until June
9, with Rafael Nadal and Simona Halep as
defending champions.

SUPERSONICS BEAT TRIUMPH KNIGHTS

Mumbai: SoBo SuperSonics defeated defending
champions Triumph Knights Mumbai North East by
four wickets to register their second successive win
in T20 Mumbai League at Wankhede Stadium here
on Thursday. Opting to bowl first, the SuperSonics
restricted the Knights to a sub-par 143 for eight and
later opener Hersh Tank's 47 (39b, 5x4, 1x6) laid
the foundation stone of the win. Despite a minicollapse in the middle, the lower middle-order,
assisted by sloppy catching, helped the
SuperSonics cross the line off the penultimate ball.
Tank's dismissal off the last ball of the 13th over
triggered a mini-collapse, with Knights picking
three wickets for 25 runs in 24 balls to leave
SuperSonics at 118 for five. But they eventually
overhauled the target.

CHINA TO HOST 2023 FOOTBALL ASIAN CUP

Beijing: South Korea have abandoned their bid to
stage football's Asian Cup in 2023, authorities said,
leaving the sole other bidders China with a free run
to become hosts. The Korea Football Association
(KFA) said in a statement it had pulled out to
"strategically focus" on a joint bid with North Korea
to host the Women's World Cup in the same year.
The KFA announced the joint bid in March, but
diplomatic contacts between Pyongyang and Seoul
have since dwindled with North Korea-US nuclear
talks deadlocked. "For the Women's World Cup,
FIFA and the South Korean government will provide
active support so that the joint hosting by South
and North Koreas can be materialised," the KFA's
head Chun Han-jin said in the statement late on
Wednesday. Seoul's Asian Cup withdrawal means
that China should on June 4 be confirmed by the
AFC (Asian Football Confederation) as hosts of the
nations championship finals for the second time.

PORTO WANT TO KEEP ‘KEEPER CASILLAS

Lisbon: FC Porto want to keep goalkeeper Iker
Casillas on staff despite the Spanish veteran
suffering a heart attack in training. "Casillas still has
a year left on his contract and we want him to
remain part of FC Porto's structure, and not only for
one year," club president Jorge Nuno Pinto da Costa
told Thursday's sports daily O Jogo. "Casillas is one
of us and he will always have a place at FC Porto."
The former Real Madrid and Spain star, who will
celebrate his 38th birthday on Monday, was taken
to hospital and had surgery on May 1 after
collapsing during training. He left hospital after five
days and said he was "lucky" to be alive but had no
immediate plans for the future.
Agencies

Arjen Robben and Franck Ribery are set
to make their last appearance for
Bayern Munich in Bundesliga on
Saturday against Frankfurt
Twitter

Robben, Ribery
set for bench in
Bayern farewell
AFP ■ MUNICH

ayern Munich coach Niko
Kovac has hinted that
B
departing veterans Arjen
Robben and Franck Ribery
will not be in the starting
eleven for their final
Bundesliga appearance against
Eintracht Frankfurt on
Saturday.
Bayern need to avoid
defeat against Frankfurt if they
are to secure a seventh successive Bundesliga title, and Kovac
suggested on Thursday that
pragmatism may come before
sentimentality when it comes
to Robben and Ribery.
"As a coach you always
have to be a coach on the one
hand and a human being on
the other, and they are not
always compatible," said Kovac.
At a press conference on
Tuesday, Robben had voiced
his hope of making one final
start for Bayern at the Allianz
Arena, and joked that he would
score two goals if he played 90
minutes.

The Bayern coach
said he had already
spoken to both
Robben and Ribery
about their roles on
Saturday, but
refused to confirm
whether they would
be in the starting
line-up
"Of course Arjen wants to
play," said Kovac.
The Bayern coach said he
had already spoken to both
Robben and Ribery about their
roles on Saturday, but refused
to confirm whether they would
be in the starting line-up.
"I am going to leave you in
the dark on that one," he told
reporters.
Kovac confirmed that
James Rodriguez would be
unavailable against Frankfurt,
and said Thiago and Joshua
Kimmich hoped to return to
full fitness in time to play.
Goalkeeper Manuel Neuer,
who has been out with a calf
injury since April, is also
expected to miss out.
Bayern hope to wrap up a
league and cup double in the
next two weeks, but their success has not stopped questions
about Kovac's future.
Amid speculation he may
be fighting for his job, the
Bayern coach made an emotional plea for more empathy
in football on Thursday.
"I have learned how difficult it is to stay a normal person," he said of his first season
at Bayern. "We have to learn to
have more empathy."
"If I slap you, then the pain
will fade after a while, but it
will be worse for the soul," he
told reporters.
"We have to see the person
in front of us and not just pile
in all the time."

Ajax seal title to complete double Derby down Leeds in playoffs

AFP ■ AMSTERDAM

However the flamboyant Amsterdam outfit, who
captured hearts as their
jax were crowned
scintillating football took
Dutch champions for
them to the brink of a first
the 34th time on
Champions League final in
Wednesday after they
more than two decades,
cruised to 4-1 win at De
nonetheless turned on the
Graafschap that completed
style in their final game
a domestic double a week
before their stars are sold
after their crushing
off in the summer.
Champions League exit at
Midfielder Frenkie De
the hands of Tottenham
Jong will leave for
Hotspur.
Barcelona in the summer
Goals from L asse
for an initial 75 million
Schoene, Nicolas Tagliafico
euros ($89 million), while
and Dusan Tadic, who
centre-back Matthijs de
bagged a second halfbrace, saw Erik ten Hag's Ajax players celebrate with the trophy Twitter Ligt, who sent Juventus
packing with a bullet headside win their eighth league
match on the bounce and they beat Utrecht 4-1 and the er in the quarter finals, could
formerly win the title after defending champions lost 1-0 follow his teammate to
Catalonia.
effectively sealing the deal at at AZ Alkmaar on Sunday.
Also coach Franck De
Those results made a first
the weekend.
Ajax came into the final double in 17 years — Ajax won Boer admits that forwards
match of the season three the Dutch Cup on May 5 — a Hakim Ziyech and David
points clear of closest rivals near-certainty, and in the end Neres would also all be targetPSV Eindhoven with a 14-goal made PSV's 3-1 win over ed by Europe's biggest clubs
come the end of the season.
higher goal difference after Heracles irrelevant.

A

LONDON: Jack Marriott scored
twice as he started and finished
a dramatic revival that saw
Derby County beat Leeds
United 4-2 on Wednesday to
complete a 4-3 aggregate comeback win and reach the English
Championship play-off final.
Former Chelsea and
England midfielder Frank
Lampard is now one game away
from taking the Rams back
into the lucrative Premier
League in his first season as a
manager, with Aston Villa their
opponents at Wembley on May
27.
Leeds took a 24th-minute
lead on the night through Stuart
Dallas after Kalvin Phillips' freekick came back off the post.
Derby though equalised on the
night just before half-time when
substitute Marriott capitalised
on a mix-up between Leeds
defender Liam Cooper and
goalkeeper Kiko Casilla

moments after coming on.
They draw level on aggregate straight after the break
when Harry Wilson played in
Mason Mount, who cut inside
from the left and beat Casilla.
Derby then went ahead in
the tie for the first time in the
58th minute when Cooper
needlessly conceded a penalty
following a pull on Mason
Bennett in the area, with Wilson

scoring from the spot.
Derby's 3-2 aggregate lead
did not last long, however, with
Dallas scoring his second goal of
the game when he struck a precise shot into the far corner.
Derby's winner arrived in
the 85th minute when Marriott
charged through on goal and
dinked the ball over Casilla just
before the keeper could get to
the ball.
AFP
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WC prospects in fine fettle
The 12th edition of the Indian Premier League came to an end on Sunday when Mumbai Indians won their record fourth title after beating defending
champions Chennai Super Kings by 1 run in the last ball of the match. After 51 days of non-stop cricketing action with 60 games played, India's World Cup
campaigners have a mixed blend of seasons. While the likes of KL Rahul, Hardik Pandya, and Mahendra Singh Dhoni blossomed with spectacular individual
performances seasoned campaigners like Virat Kohli, Rohit Sharma, Bhuvneshwar Kumar and Kuldeep Yadav failed to create an impact this time.
Also the much-debated all-rounder Vijay Shankar failed to live up to the expectations of being called as a three-dimensional player, which played a
significant role to get him the ICC Cricket World Cup berth starting from May 30 in the United Kingdom.
HARSHIT BISHT takes a look at the performance of India's World Cup-bound players in the backdrop of the IPL.
ROHIT SHARMA
(15 Innings, 405 runs)
Virat Kohli's limited
over deputy Rohit
Sharma's Mumbai
Indians topped the
points table with 18
points in 14 games
and then went on to
win the record
fourth trophy after
beating arch-rivals
Chennai in the final.
But Sharma also failed to perform as per his stature
in this year's edition. The three-time IPL winning
captain decided to open the innings but could only
manage two fifties in 16 innings, that too came in
the last four games of the league round. However,
his leadership skills were just out of the box once
again and he made superb use of the resources available, affecting the match result time and again.
Going into the World Cup, his presence and advice
will surely help Virat.

E N G L A N D

C A M PA I G N

SWAT ANALYSIS

YUZVENDRA CHAHAL
(14 Matches, 18 Wickets)
Unlike Kuldeep, his
partner in Indian
setup Chahal had an
impressive IPL season but because of
yet another disappointing show by his
side
Royal
Challengers
Bangalore, his performance didn't gain
enough spotlight. Playing under Virat Kohli, he
proved his worth by being the regular wicket taker
and time again helped RCB to get breakthroughs
whenever the team demands one such. Being a smart
bowler who understands the batsman brain, Chahal's
variation in length and quick comeback after being
smashed for boundaries makes him an asset. Also,
his partnership with Kuldeep in the XI, where both
of them compliments each other well will prove to
be a decisive factor going into the World Cup.

SHIKHAR DHAWAN
(16 Innings, 521 runs)
After being traded
from Sunrisers
Hyderabad to his
hometown team,
Shikhar Dhawan
leads the batting
chart for the new
look Delhi Capitals
with 521 runs. He
played a vital role in
leading Shreyas
Iyer-led Delhi to reach its first playoffs since 2012.
The 33-year-old Delhi lad started from where he
last left in 2018 (497 runs in 16 innings) and
smashed 51 runs against Chennai Super Kings in
his second innings in Delhi colors. And then after
scoring the match-winning 97* against Kolkata in
away time, he scored a hat-trick of half-centuries
against KXIP, Rajasthan Royals and RCB, all of
which came in the winning cause. His presence at
the top not only helped Delhi to get off to a good
start but also his experience came handy in helping youngsters like Prithvi Shaw, Iyer and Rishabh
Pant at the top.

BHUVNESHWAR KUMAR
(15 Matches, 13 Wickets)
Two times Purple
Cap winner in IPL,
Bhuvneshwar
Kumar also got the
chance to lead
S u n r i s e r s
Hyderabad this time
in absence of regular
skipper
Kane
Williamson in quite
a few matches. But
he didn't look that effective as he was some of the previous campaigns. Considered as one of the most economical players and also someone who provide early
breakthroughs, Bhuvi didn't look that impressive in
the slog overs and was taken into cleaners, thus leaking too many runs in the end. His economy rate of
7.81 runs per overlooks impressive when it comes to
any other T20 bowler's statistics but going by his standard it was his second most expensive one. Also for
the second time only in the last six years, he failed
to cross the 15 wickets barrier.

KL RAHUL
(14 Innings, 593 runs)
Moving on from
poor disastrous Test
form, supremely talented KL Rahul
once again found
his mojo back after
donning KXIP jersey. The third highest run scorer of
2018 edition (659
runs in 14 innings),
India's reserve opener for the World Cup, Rahul
completed his 2019 campaign with 593 runs in 14
matches, scoring six fifties and a 100 against
Mumbai Indians which came in a losing tie. With
yet another tremendous show, the right-hander batsman not only justified his selection in the World
Cup squad but also put forward a strong case for
number 4 position in the Indian batting line up. His
wide range of shorts and ability to clear boundaries
with ease makes him one of the highlighting factor and going be the experience he has of international cricket, he is surely going to challenge Vijay
Shankar for the starting XI spot, considering
Shankar failed to make much of an impact.
MAHENDRA SINGH DHONI
(12 Innings, 416 runs)
The biggest positive for India from
this edition of
Indian Premier
League is the ravishing form of former Indian skipper
Mahendra Singh
Dhoni. The threetime World Cup
veteran is in great
touch this year and after winning Man of the Series
award against Australia in the three-match ODI
series in January. The 2.0 version of vintage Mahi
is in full swing in this IPL too. Even after suffering from back spam and fever because of which
he missed out two games (both of which Chennai
lost), Dhoni single-handedly took Chennai Super
Kings to the playoffs, this time not just by his presence but also through his explosive batting in slog
overs which made a big difference in the end.
Often being criticized for not having fancy figures
in IPL, Dhoni twice improved his best individual
figures first by scoring 75* off 46 balls, 4 fours and
4 sixes against Rajasthan Royals and then 84* off
48 balls, 5 fours and 7 sixes against Royal
Challengers Bangalore. And during this process,
he smashed Jaydev Unadkat for 28 against
Rajasthan and Umesh Yadav for 24 against RCB
in the final over of the innings, refreshing the tag
of being the Best Finisher of the game. Also, his
average of 83.20 says a lot about his consistency.
KEDAR JADHAV
(12 Innings, 162 runs)
Kedar Jadhav missed last year's edition due to an
injury in the very first game of the tournament and

Yadav failed to get
wickets this season
and after getting just
4 wickets in nine
games he eventually
lost his place even
from the starting
eleven. India's first
choice finger spinner, Kuldeep was
considered as India's
biggest weapon in the bowling front especially after
his outstanding performance against England in 2018
tour, where he took 9 wickets in three games. Even
though his IPL outing affected his confidence, he is
still going to pose a serious threat to the overseas batsman considering the fact that they still struggle to
understand his deliveries and also the presence of
Mahendra Singh Dhoni behind the wickets makes
his look a completely different bowler.

VIRAT KOHLI (14 Innings, 464 runs)
Indian captain Virat Kohli had another disappointing season with Royal Challengers Bangalore, where his side finished at the
bottom of the league table with just 5 wins in 14 games. He was in stupendous touch before coming into this year's tournament
but the World's No 1 batsman failed to continue his international form into the domestic league and despite leading the batting
chart for his side once again, he could only manage 464 runs with just 2 half-centuries (84 vs KKR and 67 vs KXIP) and 1
hundred (100*) against Kolkata Knight Riders at Eden Gardens. His leadership skills were also time and again put under scanner
as some key decisions went against his side.
this year even after
featuring in all the
14 games, the batting all-rounder
failed to leave any
impact on the field
scoring just 162
runs before pulling
out of the tournament because of
another injur y
scare. Going by his performances in the
International arena he is surely going to be the part
of starting XI in the World Cup but the
Maharashtrian batsman struggled to find runs in
the last competitive tournament before the Cricket's
biggest showpiece.
VIJAY SHANKAR
(14 Innings, 244 runs, 1 Wicket)
Vijay Shankar was
guilty of putting
India on the verge
of losing Nidahas
trophy final in his
first India call-up
against Bangladesh
back in March 2018
before
Dinesh
Karthik's last over
heroics helped
India to win the game and trophy. But a year after
in his second chance against New Zealand he
brushed aside blues of past to not just erase bad
memories of his first senior team spell but also
secure World Cup berth in the expense of Ambati
Rayudu. And coming into this IPL a lot was expected out of Vijay Shankar to showcase his caliber but
the Tamil Nadu all-rounder performed even after
getting opportunities to bat up higher the order.

DINESH KARTHIK
(13 Innings, 253 runs)
Senior wicketkeeper batsman
Dinesh Karthik's
selection in place of
young flamboyant
Rishabh Pant raised
a lot of questions
when the squad
was announced on
April 14 with
experts agreeing
with the fact that Karthik's glove work proved decisive in his selection. But by the business end of the
tournament, disappointing end of Knight Riders
campaign and Pant's match-winning innings
against Rajasthan Royals and Sunrisers Hyderabad
has left DK to prove his worth and silence critics
with an impactful performance in the World Cup.
HARDIK PANDYA
(15 Innings, 402 runs 14 Wickets)
Returning back to
the field after a disappointing period
where he suffered
temporarily suspension
from
Indian setup for
loose comments on
women in a television reality show
that caused havoc
and injury that ruled him out of domestic series
against Australia. Hardik Pandya made most of this
year's Indian Premier League tournament by
showing what he brings to the Indian set up with
his presence in the line-up. The 25-year old

Baroda all-rounder hard hitting in the slog overs
in almost every game and his crucial breakthroughs
played a pivotal role in Mumbai's successful campaign this time. Also with the inclusion of Dhoni's
trademark Helicopter shot and the charismatic use
of batting crease to tackle Yorkers, the fast bowling all-rounder updated his batting style and it looks
more compact than ever. What made him more special is his spectacular fielding efforts.
RAVINDRA JADEJA
(9 Innings, 106 runs, 15 Wickets)
Considering the
weather in England
during summer that
could offer some
help for the spinners, Ravindra
Jadeja booked his
place as a third
spinner in the
Indian set up. The
left-arm bowler had
a satisfactory campaign in 2019 where apart from
being regular among wickets, the left-handed
lower order batsman played some vital knocks at
the end of the innings. However there wasn't any
remarkable performance from him but given that
Kedar Jadhav is suffering from an injury, the 2013
Champions Trophy leading wicket-taker can make
a place in the starting XI as a potential number
seven batsman.
KULDEEP YADAV
(9 Matches, 4 Wickets)
India's leading wicket-taker in the ODI format since
making his debut, Kuldeep Yadav had a forgetful IPL
campaign in 2019. The joint leading wicket-taker for
Kolkata Knight Riders in 2018 edition (17 wickets),

JASPRIT BUMRAH
(16 Matches, 19 Wickets)
Probably the best
bowler in international cricket at the
moment, Jasprit
Bumrah time and
again showed why
he is the worst nightmare for any batsman in the world in
current time. His
perfect yorkers,
slower and bouncers are not just easy to understand
but also hard to tackle. The 25-year old Bumrah for
the fourth consecutive season crossed the 15 wicket mark and what's more impressive this time was his
best ever economy of 6.63 runs per over. But the highlighting spell was his super over against Sunrisers
Hyderabad in the league match at Wankhede. He
helped Mumbai Indians to easily chase down the target of 9 runs with three balls remaining. Also his smart
bowling in the final game against Chennai earned him
praise from Mumbai Indians mentor and cricket legend Sachin Tendulkar, who referred him as the best
bowler in the world at this stage (death overs).
MOHAMMED SHAMI
(14 Matches, 19 Wickets)
Playing for new franchise Kings XI Punjab, Shami for
the first time featured in all the 14 games of IPL in
his seven years association with the cash-rich league.
And the right arm medium pacer made the most of
it by picking 19 wickets, which is just two less than
his combined six
season dismissals.
He finished the campaign as the leading
wicket-taker of
KXIP and sixth
overall in the bowling chart and vanished the tag of not
being able to deliver
in the shortest format. After his strong comeback in India's Test and
ODI setup, his IPL performance has not just put forward a strong case for starting XI spot but also revamp
his career.

