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With just two phases of Lok
Sabha polls remaining,

there is an attempt to revive the
idea of a non-BJP and non-
Congress “federal front” that
could occupy centre stage in
the Government formation in
case of a fractured verdict by
the voters.

After holding talks with
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, Telangana Chief
Minister K Chandrashekar Rao
(KCR) is trying to hold similar
parleys with DMK chief Stalin
in Chennai. There is no official
confirmation about the meet-
ing so far, but sources said it
may take place on May 13 if
Stalin agrees to hold talks with
the TRS chief, who is seen close
to the BJP camp.

Meanwhile, Karnataka
Chief Minister HD
Kumaraswamy has also con-
tacted KCR and expressed his
willingness to hold talks with
him on formulating
Opposition’s future course of
action in case of a split verdict
at the Centre. 

Congress sources said the
party will be ready to extend

support to any formulation
like a “federal front” if it could
become platform to keep BJP
out of power. A senior
Congress leader said none of
the major political parties —
the BJP and the Congress —
are likely to get the numbers to
form a Government. “That
would make the so-called fed-
eral front a viable alternative,”
he said.

“In that case the grand old
party will not hesitate to repeat
Karnataka and we may extend
support to the federal front,”
said the leader. 

In Karnataka Assembly
polls last year when the BJP,
despite being the single largest
party, could not form a
Government, the Congress
extended its support to the
third largest party giving an
opportunity to Kumaraswamy
to be the CM.

In March,  KCR had moot-
ed the idea of a “federal front”
and initiated efforts to provide
an alternative to both the BJP
and the Congress and subse-
quently met leaders of
Trinamool Congress, Biju Janta
Dal, Samajwadi Party, Janata
Dal (S) and DMK. Sources said
he also invited the YSR

Congress Party to join the pro-
posed front. 

“With the Lok Sabha elec-
tion results to be declared on
May 23, KCR is planning meet-
ings with leaders of various
parties to prepare the ground
for formation of a non-BJP,

non-Congress Government.
While a National Front

(NF) coalition led by Janata Dal
formed a Government between
1989 and 1990 with VP Singh
and Chandra Shekhar as Prime
Ministers, a United Front
Government was formed

between 1996-98 with HD
Deve Gowda and IK Gujral as
PMs. The parties in the Front
were Janata Dal, Telugu Desam
Party, DMK, Asom Gana
Parishad and Indian Congress
(Socialist). They were sup-
ported from outside by the Left
Front and the BJP. 
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Launching a blistering attack
at the Narendra Modi

Government, Congress gen-
eral secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra on Tuesday invoked the
fate of Mahabharata’s main vil-
lain Duryodhana to warn that
the country has never forgiven
such arrogance.

Addressing a rally in
Ambala (Haryana), Priyanka,
used the Mahabharata analogy
to hit back at Modi over his
“bhrashtachari (corrupt) No. 1”
jibe at her father Rajiv Gandhi
and said the Mahabharata char-
acter Duryodhana too had
“such arrogance”.

The Congress leader also
dared Modi to fight the Lok
Sabha elections on issues like
development rather than

divert ing the people’s  
attention.

Priyanka said the country
has never forgiven ego and
arrogance. “History is witness
to this, Mahabharata is witness
to this…Duryodhana too had
such arrogance. When Lord
Krishna went to make him
understand, he tried to take
him captive,” she said.

The Congress general sec-
retary for UP also read out a
couplet by Hindi poet
Ramdhari Singh Dinkar, saying
wisdom is the first casualty
before someone’s downfall, “Jab
naash manush par chhata hai,

pehle vivek mar jata hai...”
BJP president Amit Shah

slammed  Priyanka  for com-
paring the PM with
Duryodhana and said the elec-
tion outcome on May 23 will
determine whether Modi is
Duryodhan or Arjun.

“Priyanka has compared
Modi ji with Duryodhana.
People of the country will
decide who is Duryadhana
and who is Arjun on May 23?
Priyanka ji, do not worry, peo-
ple will tell you whether Modi
ji is Duryodan or Arjun,” Shah
said at an election rally in
Bengal’s Midnapore.
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The former woman employ-
ee of the Supreme Court

who levelled sexual harass-
ment allegations against Chief
Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi,
on Tuesday sought a copy of
the report of the In-House
Enquiry Committee, which
gave clean chit to the CJI. 

Meanwhile, 55 protesters,
mostly women lawyers and
activists, were detained outside
the SC for protesting against
the procedure adopted to deal
with a sexual harassment case
against the CJI. “If the Supreme
Court itself is violating the
norms, then there will be no
value in the system left,” said a
protester. 

The woman complainant
said, “The in-house proceeding
rules are now being used to
deny me and the public a right
to the report... It appears from
the press release that even I, the
complainant, will not to be pro-
vided with a copy of the report.
I have a right to the report, the
reasons for the same as well as
copies of the depositions of any

witnesses, any other persons or
any other evidence considered
by the Committee.” 

She added if the CJI is
given a copy of the report,
directly or indirectly, the com-
plainant too is entitled to it. 

The CJI on Monday got a
clean chit from a three-mem-
ber committee headed by
Justice SA Bobde which found
“no substance” in the allega-
tions of the former woman
employee and further ruled
that the report was not “liable
to be made public”.

The Committee, which
completed its task in 14 days,
proceeded ex-parte as the
woman had opted out of the
enquiry on April 30 after par-
ticipating for three days over
feeling intimated by the panel.
In a letter to Justice Bobde, the
woman has alleged lack of

transparency in the function-
ing of the enquiry panel and
said that now, not providing
her a copy of the order “would
be a violation of the principles
of natural justice and a com-
plete travesty of justice”.

She alleged that in the
first hearing, she was not given
any clarity on whether the
present proceedings were the
in-house.

“I find it rather strange that
the complainant in a case of
sexual harassment is not to be
provided with a copy of the
report which finds her com-
plaint to be without substance
and that my complaint has
been held by the committee to
be this without giving me any
reasons for the same,” she said,
adding that both the parties
had a right to receive a copy of
the report. 

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
on Tuesday refused to modify its
April 8 order which directed the
Election Commission (EC) to
increase random matching of
Voter-Verified Paper Audit Trail
(VVPAT) slips with Electronic
Voting Machines (EVMs) to five
polling booths per Assembly
segment in the Lok Sabha elec-
tions, and dismissed the review
plea of 21 Opposition leaders
seeking that it be raised to 50 per
cent.

As soon as hearing started,
Chief Justice of India Ranjan
Gogoi asked senior advocate
AM Singhvi, who is represent-
ing the Opposition, during the
hearing, “How much counting
do you want now?”. 

“We have asked for 50 per
cent, but we can settle for 33
per cent or 25 per cent verifi-
cation. My Lords had agreed
with our plea in principle, but
increased the counting from
one VVPAT to only five,”
Singhvi submitted.
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Hundreds of sadhus on
Tuesday landed in Bhopal

to seek votes for the Congress
Lok Sabha candidate Digvijaya
Singh and campaign against BJP
nominee Pragya Singh Thakur.
Digvijay’s excessive inclination
to religious events is seen as a
move to negate BJP’s candidate
Pragya’s image as religious
poster girl.

Digvijaya also took part in
religious rituals with his wife
Amrita Singh and sought bless-
ings of the sadhus who were led
by Computer Baba, aka Nam-
dev Das Tyagi, former close aide
of Shivraj Singh Chouhan. 

Led by Computer Baba,
they will camp in Bhopal for
three days. They undertook
Hath Yoga on Tuesday, fol-
lowed by a road show. Hath
Yoga involves asanas (positions)
that help in relaxing and breath-
ing control.

Computer Baba was
bestowed Minister of State sta-
tus by the then BJP-led
Government in Madhya
Pradesh and appointed on a
panel to clean the Narmada. 

However, Computer Baba
later switched his loyalties and
backed the Congress in
Assembly polls.

Computer Baba told the
media it was a fight of dharma
and adharma. “Dharma was
with Digvijay Singh,” he said.

Such events would continue in
favour of Singh who is a ‘dhar-
ma premi’ and ‘Narmada premi’,
said the seer who accused
Chouhan of illegal mining in
Narmada riverbed and corrup-
tion in plantation along with
Narmada banks.

Notably, BJP candidate
Pragya also has called this elec-
tion against Digvijay a battle of
dharma and adharma.

“They (BJP) have fooled
people. They have not even
spared the saint community.
They talked of Ram temple, they
have not constructed it in five
years and have come back with
the same issue. The public won’t
be fooled now. No temple, no

Modi,” Computer Baba told
reporters here.

Asked if the ritual was to
pray for Digvijay’s victory, he
said, “The saints prayed to God
that the person who is treading
on the path of religion, the one
who served the river Narmada
and saints is Digvijaya Singh,
and should win by lakhs of
votes.”

Asked about Pragya, an
accused in the Malegaon blast
case, he said one cannot become
a sadhvi (saint) merely by wear-
ing a robe. At the ritual,
Digvijaya was seen dressed in a
white kurta pyjama and seated
on the ground, while the sadhus
formed a semi-circle near him.
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Vinayak Sreedhar, who
idolised Stephen Hawking,

scored nearly 100 in all the
three subjects he appeared for
during the CBSE 10 examina-
tion, and passed away in March
before he could write the
remaining two.

Sreedhar suffered from
duchenne muscular dystrophy
which is a genetic disorder
characterised by progressive
muscle degeneration and weak-
ness. 

He scored 100 in English,
96 in Science and 97 in Sanskrit
and could not appear for
Computer Science and Social
Studies.

Topping the class 10 board
exams, becoming an astronaut
and a trip to Rameswaram are
among some of the unfulfilled
wishes of Sreedhar, who was
diagnosed with muscular dys-
trophy when he was two-years-
old.

Duchenne muscular dys-
trophy is caused due to the
absence of dystrophin, a pro-
tein that helps keep muscle cells
intact. 

The results for the class 10
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) examina-
tion were announced on
Monday. 

The Amity International
School, Noida, student
appeared for the exams under
the general category and not
the Children With Special
Need (CWSN) category.

“His muscular movement
was very limited. He could

write slowly but since there is
a time duration for exams he
used a scribe to write English
and Science exam. For Sanskrit,
he insisted to write himself. His
body movement was restricted
and he was wheelchair-bound,
but his mind was very sharp
and aspirations very high,”
Mamta Sreedhar, his mother,
told PTI.

“He would always say I
want to become an astronaut
despite all the challenges and
would say if Stephen Hawkings
could go to Oxford and make
a name in Cosmology I can go
to space too. He was confident
that he will be among top
rankers. We were always
amazed with his confidence
and would encourage him fur-
ther,” she added.  

Legendary British theoret-
ical physicist Stephen Hawking
also suffered from a motor neu-
rone disease.

Sreedhar had plans to visit
Rameswaram temple near

Kanyakumari after his exams
were over. “We are today in
Rameshwaram and are going
for darshan in the evening. It
was his unfulfilled wish so we
decided to not postpone the
plans and do it for him,” his
mother said.

However, Vinayak
Sreedhar is not the only one in
his family to make his parents
proud. 

His sister is an Indian
Institute of Science (IISc) alum-
nus and is currently pursuing
her Phd at the University of
British Columbia on a fellow-
ship. 

While Vinayak’s father is
vice president in GMR, his
mother is a home maker by
choice. “I made this choice.
My entire day revolved around
him. From brushing  his teeth
to feeding him, I did it all
myself but it was his willpow-
er which always gave us the
strength,” his mother said. 

PTI 
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Two labourers died while
cleaning a septic tank of an

under-renovated building in
Prem Nagar of Rohini on
Tuesday. 

The men died of asphyxia,
while three other men who had
entered the septic tank to res-
cue the duo fell unconscious
and are undergoing treatment
in hospital.

According to SD Mishra,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Rohini district,
police got a police control
room (PCR) call around 2
pm, and a team reached the
spot and took the five labour-
ers to Ambedkar Hospital,
where two of them Deepak
(30) and Ganesh Saha (35)
were declared brought dead.
While Rambir (33), Sher Singh
(40) and Bablu (40) are under-
going treatment at hospital.
They are residents of Bhagya
Vihar in Prem Nagar,” said the
DCP.

“The owner had called
these labourers to clean the
septic tank of the house. Two
of them had entered the sep-
tic tank and they fell uncon-
scious. Seeing the plight of the
duo, three others who were
there, entered into the tank in

a bid to rescue them. The
intensity of the poisonous gas
was so high that they too fell
unconscious,” said the DCP. 

“A case has been registered
under appropriate sections and
action will be taken as per law.
It is also being ascertained
whether the labourers were
wearing safety gears or not,”
said the DCP. 

Manual scavenging is an
offence under the Prohibition
of Employment as Manual
Scavengers and their
Rehabilitation Act, 2013. In
February, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal flagged off a
fleet of 200 sewer cleaning
machines.

On May 3, two workers
died while working inside a
sewage tank in Noida’s Sector
39. A team of National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) was
called to pull out the two
workers from the tank. It was
believed that the men died due
to water suddenly gushing
inside the tank.
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The BJP on Tuesday lashed
out at the Opposition for its

“silence” over the content of a
video clip in which Tej Bahadur
Yadav, whose candidature on
an SP ticket from Varanasi
Lok Saba seat was rejected, is
reportedly  talking about assas-
sinating Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

“It’s a very serious matter.
It is about the Prime Minister’s
safety. It is about conspiracy to
assassinate an elected prime
minister. Why is the opposition
silent?” BJP spokesperson
Sambit Patra said here at a press
conference. 

He questioned if SP presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav and BSP
supremo Mayawati will apolo-
gise for projecting him as their
alliance’s candidate against
Modi in Varanasi. 

The “sponsored attack” on
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal echoes for days but the
Opposition is silent at this
threat to Modi, he said. 

The Prime Minister is
being attacked even though
what he said about former
prime minister Rajiv Gandhi
was a “statement of fact”, Patra

claimed. 
On  Supreme Court reject-

ing the opposition’s review plea
on VVPAT, he said their attack
on electronic voting machines
is an attempt to get an “antici-
patory bail” for their impend-
ing loss in the general election.

The BJP is going to win
more than 300 seats in the 543-
member House, Patra claimed.  

On other hand, BJP Vice-
President Baijant Panda said
West Bengal Chief Minister
was disturbed as the ground
has shifted in the state in
favour of the BJP. 

Accusing the opposition
parties of targeting Prime
Minister  with a torrent of
“abuses” in frustration over
their “poor” show in the ongo-

ing Lok Sabha polls, the BJP
leader  said people will give
them a befitting reply on May
23 when votes are counted.

Panda and BJP media head
Anil Baluni claimed that the
“Modi wave” will help the saf-
fron party gain many seats
from states like Odisha and
West Bengal, leading it to bet-
ter its tally of 282 seats in 2014.

Panda said the opposition,
which is in “panic mode”, has
been “abusing” Modi, referring
to Congress leader Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra’s comparison of
the prime minister with
Duryodhan, the antagonist to
righteous Pandavas in epic
Mahabharat.

He also referred to West

Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee’s remarks that Modi
should get a “tight slap of
democracy” to attack the oppo-
sition.

Baluni said Congress lead-
ers have “abused” Modi as he
had spoken about their past
misdeeds, a reference to his
attack on former prime minis-
ter Rajiv Gandhi.

“Why are Congress leaders
apprehensive of their past?
Their language is reflective of
their frustration at their
impending defeat. We repeat
our challenge to the Congress
to debate with us on the per-
formance of its governments,”
he told reporters.

To a question about BJP

general secretary Ram
Madhav’s reported remarks
that the saffron party may not
get a majority on its own,
Panda said Madhav has also
clarified that he was misquot-
ed, and asserted that no one in
the party has any doubt over
crossing the half way mark in
Lok Sabha. 

INSET
New Delhi, May 7 (PTI)

Congress MP Sushmita Dev on
Tuesday claimed before the
Supreme Court that the
Election Commission has failed
to appreciate that the alleged
“hate speeches” by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
BJP Chief Amit Shah are “cor-
rupt practices” and promote the
feeling of enmity on religious
grounds.  In an affidavit, Dev,
who placed before the apex
court various orders of the
poll panel on complaints of
model code violation against
Modi and Shah, said that the
Election Commission has
passed orders in a “cryptic
manner without mentioning
any reason whatsoever, in stark
violation of the law laid down
by this court” while disposing
of some complaints.
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More than one million of
the estimated eight mil-

lion plant and animal species
on earth are at a risk of van-
ishing- many of them within
decades -because of lopsided
human activities, a UN report
has warned. 

Painting a grim picture, the
UN global assessment report
prepared by over 100 scientists
from the Intergovernmental
Science-Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services (IPBES) said that the
biomass of wild mammals has
fallen by 82 per cent, natural
ecosystems have lost about
half their area and a million
species are at risk of extinction
- all largely as a result of
human actions.

Compiled over three years
by more than 450 scientists and
diplomats, the report ), the
summary of which was
approved at the 7th session of
the IPBES Plenary, meeting last

week (29 April - 4 May) in Paris
said that the  average abun-
dance of native species in most
major land-based habitats has
fallen by at least 20 per cent,
mostly since 1900. 

“More than 40 per cent of

amphibian species, almost 33
per cent of reef-forming corals
and more than a third of all
marine mammals are threat-
ened. At least 680 vertebrate
species had been driven to
extinction since the 16th cen-

tury and more than 9 per cent
of all domesticated breeds of
mammals used for food and
agriculture had become extinct
by 2016, with at least 1,000 more
breeds still threatened,”  it said.

The overwhelming evi-
dence of the IPBES Global
Assessment, from a wide range
of different fields of knowledge,
presents an ominous picture,
noted IPBES Chair, Sir Robert
Watson. “The health of ecosys-
tems on which we and all
other species depend is deteri-
orating more rapidly than ever.
We are eroding the very foun-
dations of our economies,
livelihoods, food security,
health and quality of life
worldwide,” he added.

Based on the systematic
review of about 15,000 scien-
tific and government sources,
the Report also draws (for the
first time ever at this scale) on
indigenous and local knowl-
edge, particularly addressing
issues relevant to Indigenous
Peoples and Local
Communities.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday transferred a case

related to alleged custodial
death of an accused in gang-
rape and murder of a minor
school girl in Himachal
Pradesh’s Kotkhai in 2017,
from Shimla to Chandigarh.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi trans-
ferred the case to Chandigarh
after the CBI and the accused
said they have no objection if
the case was transferred from
Shimla.

“We order transfer of the
case to a competent CBI court
in Chandigarh,” the bench,
which also comprised Justices
Deepak Gupta and Sanjiv
Khanna, said.

The counsel appearing for
the CBI informed the bench
that charge sheet has been
filed in the case against sever-
al police officials ranging from
constable to former Inspector

General of Police (IGP).
The apex court had last

month granted bail to former
Himachal Pradesh IGP Zahur
Haider Zaidi, an accused in the
case, and said that it would later
deal with the aspect of trans-
ferring the trial from a court in
Himachal Pradesh.

The top court had in
November last year sought
responses from Zaidi, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Theog) Manoj Joshi and six
other Himachal Pradesh
policemen as to why the trial
against them be not trans-
ferred from Shimla.

The CBI had earlier told
the court that though the
charge sheet has been filed, the
trial in the case “has not seen
the light of the day” and hence
the matter be transferred to
other court for expeditious
disposal.

Zaidi and seven others
were arrested in the custodial
death case of Suraj, who was
found dead at the Kotkhai
police station on July 18, 2017.

A 16-year-old girl had gone
missing in Kotkhai on July 4,
2017 and her body was found
from the Halaila forests two
days later on July 6.
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The Enforcement Directorate
has attached cash worth

�89.68 lakh in a money laun-
dering case involving Vijay
Singla, nephew of Congress
leader and former railway min-
ister Pawan Kumar Bansal.  

ED initiated investigation
under the provisions of PMLA
on the basis of FIR and
chargesheet filed by CBI under
IPC section relating to criminal
conspiracy and for provisions of
the Prevention of Corruption
Act. The CBI had chargesheet-
ed Mahesh Kumar Member
(Staff), Railway Board, Vijay
Singla, Sandeep Goyal and
seven other accused persons. 

CBI investigation revealed
that Mahesh Kumar, a 1975
batch officer of Indian Railway

Service of Signal Engineers
(IRSSE), was posted as General
Manager, Western Railways.
He wanted to get himself
appointed as Member
(Electrical), Railway Board
instead of Member (Staff). For
this he was in touch with N
Manjunath, who was further in
touch with Sandeep Goyal, a
friend of Vijay Singla.  

Vijay Singla demanded �10
crore through Sandeep Goyal
from N Manjunath to get
Mahesh Kumar posted as
Member (Electrical). While
delivering a token amount to
Vijay Singla and  Sandeep
Goyal, the CBI team raided the
premises of office of  Vijay
Singla at Sector 28, Chandigarh
and recovered �89,68,000.
During the relevant period,
Pawan Kumar Bansal was the

Railway Minister and his
nephew  Vijay Singla was
caught red handed while
accepting a bribe of �89,68,000,
the ED said in a statement. 

ED probe revealed that N.
Manjunath on behalf of Mahesh
Kumar was persuading various
Railway vendors/S&T manu-
factures/contractors for making
arrangement of bribe amount for
promotion of Mahesh Kumar as
Member (Electrical) by alluring
them that all the contributors
would be taken care of/benefit-
ed from the desired posting of
Mahesh Kumar, the agency said. 

Investigation further
revealed that first installment of
bribe amount of �89,68,000 was
contributed by N Manjunath,
MV Murli Krishna, Sushil Daga
and private firm Venketeshwara
Rail Nirman Pvt. Ltd.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has seized

a flat in posh Vasant Kunj area
of Delhi and a land in Haryana
worth �1.48 crore in connec-
tion with a FEMA and hawala
case against Harish Gahlot,
brother of Delhi minister
Kailash Gahlot. 

The agency said it issued a
seizure order under section
37A of Foreign Exchange
Management Act (FEMA)
freezing the flat and a land in
Chauba village in Haryana in
lieu of alleged illegal assets held
abroad. 

“Investigation was initiat-
ed under FEMA based on the
information received from the
Income Tax Department

informing about transfer of
money to the tune of �1 crore
from India to Dubai through
hawala channel by Harish
Gahlot through a Delhi-based
hawala dealer for making
advance payments toward pur-
chase of two flats in Dubai in
September, 2018,” the ED said. 

Premises linked to the fam-
ily and associates of Kailash
Gahlot, Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) MLA and Delhi
Transport minister, were raid-
ed by the I-T Department in
October last year. The proper-
ties of his brother Harish
Gahlot were also searched dur-
ing the action by IT
Department.  

The tax department
searches were conducted as
part of a tax evasion probe

against two firms — Brisk
Infrastructure and Developers
Pvt Ltd and Corporate
International Financial Services
Ltd — that are reportedly oper-
ated and owned by the family
members of Kailash Gahlot. 

Kailash Gahlot had denied
any wrongdoing and the AAP
had termed the action “politi-
cal vendetta.”  

The ED probe revealed
that in September, 2018 Harish
Gahlot had given �1 crore
cash to his younger son Nitesh
Gahlot, who is an NRI and
studying in Dubai, for sending
this money to Dubai alleged-
ly through unauthorised
hawala channel, that denotes
skirting legal banking route to
transfer money, the agency
said. 

“Nitesh Gahlot, through
his contact,  approached
Inderpal Wadhawan, a Delhi-
based hawala dealer for trans-
ferring the amount.
Wadhawan kept �4 lakh with
him as commission and ille-
gally delivered Dirhams equiv-
alent to �96 lakh in Dubai
which was collected by the
friend of Nitesh Gahlot and
deposited the said amount in
the Dubai bank account of
Nitesh Gahlot,” the agency
charged. 

Out of these funds, Nitesh
Gahlot made payment to
Dubai-based developers for
booking of two flats in the
name of himself, his father
Harish Gahlot, his mother and
his elder brother, the agency
said.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday directed the

Centre to review within a week
the threat perception and con-
sider granting adequate secu-
rity to a person, whose
unequivocal testimony in the
sensational Nitish Katara mur-
der case had led to the convic-
tion of three accused.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi took note
of the submission of one Ajay
Katara that either he be grant-
ed “round the clock” security or
be relocated to a “safer place”
by the security agencies con-
sidering the threat to his life.

He was the key witness in
the murder case of Nitish
Katara who was kidnapped
and killed by Vikas Yadav, son
of controversial Uttar Pradesh
politician D P Yadav, Vishal
Yadav and Sukhdev Pehalwan
in 2002.

It was Ajay who had testi-
fied that he had last seen the
victim along with the accused
before his murder and this had
nailed the case leading to the
conviction of the three accused.
The convicts are serving vary-
ing jail terms in the case.

The witness, who has
already been provided four
Personal Security Officers
(PSOs), has now moved the apex
court for enhanced security.
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New Delhi: A delegation of 22
opposition parties, led by
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
N Chandrababu Naidu, on
Tuesday approached the
Election Commission request-
ing for verification of all Voter-
Verified Paper Audit Trail
(VVPATs) in an assembly seg-
ment if discrepancy is found in
counting of VVPAT slips of five
random machines.

The delegation met the EC
immediately after the Supreme
Court dismissed a plea by oppo-
sition parties to review its judg-
ment rejecting 50 per cent ran-
dom physical verification of
EVMs using VVPATs.

The delegation also
demanded that the EC “suo
motu” increase the physical
counting of VVPAT slips with
Electronic Voting Machines
(EVM) vote count in order to
restore voters’ confidence, cred-
ibility, transparency and robust-
ness of institutional mecha-
nism of counting process.

The Supreme Court has
directed the EC to count VVPAT

slips of five random EVMs in
each assembly segment.

Senior Congress leaders
Ahmed Patel and Abhishek M
Singhvi as well as National
Conference leader Farooq
Abdullah, CPI parliamentarian
D Raja and AAP MP Sanjay
Singh were among other lead-
ers present in the meeting.

“After the SC dismissed our

petition, we came to the EC and
requested it clearly that if any
discrepancy is found in five
VVPATs then what action it
should take. Some of the booths
are manipulated. Our demand
is clear that all VVPATs in the
entire assembly segment should
be verified,” Naidu told reporters
after the meeting.

Naidu said the delegation

told the EC that it is possible to
count 50 per cent of VVPAT
slips easily.

“There are 14 tables in
every counting hall for an
assembly constituency.
Therefore the amount of time
and energy in which slips from
one VVPAT machine can be
supervised by returning officer
and observer is same for 14
VVPAT machines. 

“Therefore slips from at
least 70 VVPAT machines can
be counted in the same time. If
they are counting 5 VVPATs,
then they can count 70 VVPATs
at a time,” he said.

The Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) chief said that the EC
has been requested to honour
the demand of a candidate for
recounting.

The delegation not only
urged the EC to come out
with revised guidelines in this
regard at the earliest, but also
asked it to investigate and pub-
lish on its website all cases of
discrepancies found during the
counting process. PTI
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Suppression of the In-House
Inquiry Committee report

giving clean chit to Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi on alle-
gations of sexual harassment
has dented the “prestige, cred-
ibility and integrity” of the
judicial system, noted jurist
Rakesh Dwivedi said on
Tuesday. 

The senior lawyer, who
had earlier advocated “impar-
tial enquiry” into the allega-
tions, made scathing observa-
tions on the inquiry proceed-
ings and non-disclosure of the
report saying “scrutiny by peo-
ple is the hall mark of Justice”.

The CJI Monday got a
clean chit from a three-mem-
ber Inquiry Committee head-
ed by Justice S A Bobde which
found “no substance” in the

allegations of a former woman
employee of the apex court and
further ruled that the report
was not “liable to be made pub-
lic”.

“It has been the trait of
Monarchy, Imperialism,
Dictatorships and
Authoritarian Empires to shut
out information and knowl-
edge about what may suppos-
edly impact them adversely so
as to avoid scrutiny,” Dwivedi
told PTI. 

“Why has our Highest
Judiciary relapsed into this
Monarchical and Dictatorial
Scheme of dispensing justice by
seeking refuge behind the
smokescreen of informal in
house enquiry at a time when
the credibility of the Institution
is at stake,” he said. 

The apex court should
undergo ‘Agni-Pariksha’ and

share the report with the pub-
lic for larger interest of the judi-
ciary, the noted jurist said.

The CJI, the person com-
plained against, would get to
see the report but not the
complainant, nor the nation, he
quipped.

“Please do not shirk col-
lective responsibility. Judicial
power vests there (full court).
We look up for a responsible
and democratic Judiciary.
Please for God sake remove the
blindfold from our eyes. Trust
the people. People need
Judiciary. They want its inde-
pendence. They trust their
judges. Do not betray their
trust. You stand at the brink. 

Don’t run away from the
Agni-Pariksha. Disclose the
report to the people,” he said.

He was critical of the argu-
ment that as the inquiry was

“informal and in-house”, the
common public was “persona
non grata” (unwelcome person).

An attempt has been made
since beginning to “shut out the
inquiry,” Dwivedi said. 

“Lets recall the Saturday
emergent sitting of three judges
with the CJI presiding to clear
himself. Protests led to a panel
of enquiry ratified by full
court... The lady was denied
lawyers assistance despite heavy
atmosphere of deposing before
three judges against their own
senior most. This was difficult
to understand...,” he said.

Citing example, he said
Judge Kavanaugh was exam-
ined by the US Senate in the
process of appointment and the
process “instilled confidence in
the judicial System” and insti-
tutional integrity and credibil-
ity was preserved.
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The Government is learnt to
have returned to the col-

legium names of two high
court chief justices recom-
mended for elevation as judges
of the Supreme Court, sources
aware of the development said
Tuesday.

On April 12, the Supreme
Court collegium had recom-
mended the names of
Jharkhand High Court Chief
Justice Aniruddha Bose, and
Gauhati HC Chief Justice A S
Bopanna for elevation to the
top court.

Seniority and representa-
tion of regions have been cited
as reasons behind the govern-
ment’s decision, the sources
said.

While Justice Bose whose
parent high court is Calcutta,
is at number 12 in all-India

seniority of judges, Justice
Bopanna, whose parent high
court is Karnataka, stands at
number 36.

Last year, the government
had returned Justice Bose’s
name to the collegium when he
was recommended to head the
Delhi high court.

“While recommending the
names of Mr Justices
Aniruddha Bose and A S

Bopanna, the collegium has
taken into consideration, apart
from their merit and integrity,
combined seniority on all-
India basis of chief justices and
senior puisne judges of high
courts.

“The collegium has also
kept in mind the desirability of
giving due representation on
the bench of the Supreme
Court, as far as possible, to all
the high courts,” the collegium
resolution had read.

The Calcutta High Court is
represented in the Supreme
Court by Justice Indira
Banerjee. Justices S M
Mallikarjnagouda and S Abdul
Nazeer represent the Karnataka
HC.

At present, the Supreme
Court has a working strength
of 27. Its sanctioned strength is
31 judges, including the chief
justice.
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STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister and PCC presi-

dent Bhupesh Baghel predict-
ed that Congress president
Rahul Gandhi will once again
emerge victorious from
Amethi Lok Sabha con-
stituency with an impressive
margin.

In a tweet on Tuesday
Baghel said “Kamal Walon Ko
Sirf Haar Ki ‘Smriti’ Milegi Is
Baar,” which can be roughly
translated as the BJP would be
left with only memory of
defeat in Amethi.

Baghel referred to “smiri-

ti” drawing an analogy with
Union minister Smriti Irani,
who is the BJP candidate from
the constituency, regarded as a

home turf of the Gandhis.
He further mocked Smriti

in his tweet and said “when an
examinee goes for the exami-

nation without preparation
then either he/she objects to
exam pattern or terms the
question paper out of
syllabus”. 

Notable, Baghel and other
senior leaders of the state were
on a whirlwind tour of
Amethi constituency and had
done electioneering for the
Congress president by putting
all their energy.

Meanwhile, Baghel after
returning from Amethi
predicted a landslide victory
for Gandhi and had claimed
that Smriti would now be
forgotten.

BJP will be left with ‘smriti’
of defeat in Amethi: Baghel
Chief Minister predicts landslide victory for Congress president Rahul

Gandhi who is locked in a direct fight against BJP’s Smriti Irani
In a tweet on

Tuesday Baghel
said “Kamal

Walon Ko Sirf
Haar Ki ‘Smriti’
Milegi Is Baar,”

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Former Chief Minister and BJP
national vice president

Raman Singh on Tuesday
defended Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's com-
ment about former
Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi.

Singh in a tweet
on Tuesday said
“When Congress
president could apolo-
gize for telling a lie
against Modiji, then
why not we bring to
fore the truth that Rajiv
Gandhi was
indulged in
c o r r u p -
tion in
B o f o r s
d e f e n c e
deal”.

Responding to Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel’s
strong reaction against Modi’s jibe,
Singh without naming him said
“the entire opposition becomes jit-

tery when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi raised the issue of

corruption of Bofors defence
deal”.

“It was during the
tenure of Rajiv

Gandhi when we
have seen high level
of corruption pre-
vailing in the coun-

try and only 15 paise
reached the benefici-
aries when Rs 1 was

allocated to them. If
Congress looks at it as
an achievement then
this is their perspective,
but the BJP as per its

ideology will never
accept this

c or r up -
t i o n ” ,
S i n g h
added.

Modi at an election rally in
Uttar Pradesh had said Rajiv
Gandhi’s life had ended as
“Bhrashtachari (corrupt) number
one".

Why Bofors scam makes Cong jittery, asks Raman

Shraddha Sahoo
tops state in
ICSE-2019
RAIPUR: Shraddha Shranjali Sahoo  became
state topper by securing 98.75% marks in class
12th Indian Certificate
of Secondary Education
(ICSE) Examination, the
result of which was
announced on Tuesday. 

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel extend-
ed greetings to Shraddha
and wished for her
bright future. Shraddha
Sahoo is a student of
Rajkumar College, Raipur and is the daughter
of Chhattisgarh Chief Electoral Officer Subrat
Sahoo. She got 100 marks each in Geography
and Mathematics and 98 in political science.

Shraddha gave the credit for her success to
regular guidance of her parents and encour-
agement of school teachers. She adds that she
used to study as per her choice as no restric-
tions were imposed.

Discipline and self-control played the key
role in her success, she added. 

STAFF REPORTER n
GARIABAND

Ayouth reportedly committed
suicide in police custody at

Gariaband district on Tuesday
morning.

The deceased was identified as
Sunil Shrivastava, who was arrest-
ed in connection with a cheating
(420) case and was kept at
Panduka police station. He used to
work as a salesman in a firm sell-
ing tractors.

“On Monday evening Sunil
was arrested by Panduka police
station staff and was brought to
the police station. When his fami-
ly members met him on Tuesday
morning he appeared normal,”
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Gariaband MR Ahire said.

In the morning hours the
deceased went to toilet and two
guards stood outside. Inside the

toilet he hanged himself with the
shirt he was wearing, the SP said
adding that when Sunil did not
come out the iron door was broke
open but he was found dead.

Five persons including TI
Vedvati Dario, an ASI, one head
constable and two constables have
been suspended in this connec-
tion, the SP said.

A magisterial inquiry has also
been ordered into the case.

Youth commits suicide
in police station

“On Monday evening Sunil
was arrested by Panduka

police station staff and was
brought to the police station.
When his family members

met him on Tuesday morning
he appeared normal,”

Superintendent of Police (SP)
Gariaband MR Ahire said

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

The Commercial Tax
(Excise) department

will continue their exten-
sive drive in all the dis-
tricts of Chhattisgarh to
stop illegal sale of liquor.

Excise commissioner
Dr Kamalpreet Singh con-
ducted state level monthly
review meeting of excise
department at Abkari
Bhawan on Tuesday.

Briefing the meeting,
excise officials stated that
within a month 947 cases
were registered and 894
accused were arrested
under different sections of
the Excise Act.  

A total of 3,632 litres
of illegal liquor was
seized in a month while
eight vehicles involved in
transportation of the

illegal items were also
seized.

Excise commissioner
directed the officials to
hold regular surprise
inspection at outlets sell-
ing Indian Made Foreign
Liquor (IMFL) and
country made liquor.
During the inspection,
quality of liquor should
also be tested.

The officials should
also ensure that the liquor
should not be over priced
under any circumstances.
Immediate action should
be taken to probe any
complaint of over pricing
and legal action against
those involved should be
taken, he said.

The concerned district
excise officials would be
held responsible if any lax-
ity in dealing with case of
overcharging is found.

Already there are a few
instances of action being
taken against the excise
officials in this regard.

Dr Kamalpreet said
officers have to ensure
action within 24 hours of
receiving a complaint or
information about illegal
sale of liquor or
overpricing. 

The CCTV cameras of
the shops should be kept
in operational condition
round the clock. In all the
650 outlets -- 340 of coun-
try made liquor and 310 of
IMFL shops-- the cameras
have been installed.

Similarly, the cus-
tomers should be given
printed bill on the pur-
chase. Commercial tax
(excise) special secretary,
additional commissioner,
district officials were pres-
ent at the meeting.

Extensive drive against
illegal liquor sale to continue

RAIPUR: Congress on
Tuesday took serious
exception to former chief
minister Raman Singh’s
remark on Bofors defence
deal, claiming the BJP
national vice president
had no right to say any-
thing on corruption as he
and his family members
were neck deep in corrup-
tion.

In a statement state
general secretary and
chairman communication
wing of the PCC Shailesh
Nitin Trivedi said when
the newly formed
Congress government in
the state set up commit-
tees to probe into corrup-
tion of the erstwhile BJP

government it had irritat-
ed the saffron party which
was calling it ‘politics of
vengeance’. 

Raman and his wife
have been named in infa-
mous Nagrik Aapurti
Nigam’s  PDS scam worth
Rs 36000 crore and name
of their son Abhishek is
surfaced in Panama
Papers. Son-in Law of
Raman is at present on
bail, who is an accused in
the DKS super specialty
hospital scam, Trivedi
alleged.

Trivedi further said
only because of high level
corruption in the previ-
ous BJP government, the
people of Chhattisgarh

rooted it out in the recent-
ly concluded assembly
polls.

Raman Singh had ear-
lier defended Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
comment that former
Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi’s life had ended as
“Bhrashtachari (corrupt)
number one".

Incidentally, Delhi
High Court had acquitted
the late Prime Minister in
the Bofors case and the
Modi government’s
attempt to reopen the
chapter didn’t receive a
favourable response either
from the Supreme Court,
which refused to entertain
its plea.

Raman has no right to claim
corruption in Bofors: Cong

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Women and Child
Development (WCD)

department, Raipur district
lodged a complaint with
Kharora police station as a boy,
aged 18, was married off even
after his father gave an affi-
davit, pledging not to conduct
the marriage ceremony.

Ashok Pandey, the district
programme officer of WCD
Raipur when contacted said
information was received that a
resident of Kesla village had
fixed the marriage of his son
who has not yet attained the
legal marriageable age of 21
years.

A WCD task force and
police team had approached
the parents and advised them
that under the Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act, 2006, legal
action will be initiated against

them, if they go ahead with the
marriage. The father then filed
the affidavit.

But, later it came to the
notice that the father had gone

ahead with the marriage in the
village. Based on the informa-
tion, Amit Sinha, the child
marriage prevention officer ,
Raipur lodged a complaint

with Kharora police station for
registering an FIR against the
parents after conducting a
probe into the matter.

Pandey further said that in
a day or two the FIR will be
lodged after collecting evi-
dences regarding the age-proof
and marriage ceremony.

In another similar incident,
a Sarora village resident had
fixed the marriage of his
daughter aged 16 years 4
months, on ‘Akshya Tritiya.’
After getting the information,
the WCD task force and police
team members interacted with
the parents and relatives to stop
the marriage as it will invite
legal action. They also briefed
them about the adverse impact
on health and other problems
related to child marriage. The
father also signed an affidavit
promising not to marry off his
daughter before she is 18.

Child Marriage: WCD to
take action against parents

STAFF REPORTER n
KONDAGAON

Kondagaon district
collector Neelkanth

Tekam advised tribal vil-
lagers not to fall prey to
dubious recruitment
agencies that push
gullible villagers from
Chhattisgarh into forced
labour outside the state
after alluring them with
promises of better wages.

Tekam’s advisory
comes after 26 villagers
from the state were res-
cued from Tamil Nadu

where they were mis-
treated by their employ-
ees.

The villagers went to
the southern state after
being trapped by a
recruitment agent who
promised them better
job opportunities.

As per information
16 villagers from
Narayanpur district, 7
from Kondagaon and 3
from Kanker had left
their respective native
villages to work at a
paper roll factory at
Erode in Tamil Nadu.

But these 26 villagers--15
women and 11 men—
were mistreated there
and were not given prop-
er wages.

The plight of the vil-
lagers came to the fore
after a villager intimated
the district collector
about the migration of
labours from the state.

After being
informed, a joint team of
labour, child protection
and police department
was constituted and sent
to Tamil Nadu.

The team comprising

Deputy Collector
Gautam Patil, labour
inspector Amar Singh
Khande and Sub
Inspector Bodku Ram
brought back the dis-
traught villagers on
Monday.

Tekam said rural
youth should search for
work in their district, vil-
lages or nearby areas.

District administra-
tion is running different
schemes and also
imparting training for
their employment, he
said.

Collector said that all
the workers would be
registered under labour
department and based
on their interest they can
choose a suitable job for
which training will be
imparted to them.  

The collector, mean-
while, directed the offi-
cials to take stern action
against the agents who
are alluring innocent vil-
lagers with false promis-
es of better job opportu-
nities and forcing them
into virtual bonded
labour.

26 tribal villagers trapped
in Tamil Nadu brought back

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

After an expiry date injection was
administered to a patient in the

All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), Foods and Drugs
Administration Department on
Tuesday raided the Amrit
Pharmacy inside the institute’s

complex and seized medicines from
there.   

The raid was made after
complaints of the pharmacy
issuing expiry date medicines were
received. The pharmacy was set up
to supply generic medicines to the
patients of the state owned
hospital.

Amrit Pharmacy in
AIIMS complex raided

10% EWS reservation:
Officials appointed to
issue income certificates
RAIPUR: Government of
Chhattisgarh in an order has appoint-
ed Sub Divisional Officer (Revenue)
and Tehsildhar as competent officers
to issue the income certificate for
economically weaker sections (EWS)
eligible for 10 percent reservation in
jobs and educations.

The Central Government intro-
duced 10 percent quota for the EWS
among general category candidates in
government jobs and educational
institutions.

In the prescribed form, specified
by the Government of India, the
income and property certificate will
be issued by the authority.

General Administration depart-
ment, Government of Chhattisgarh
has issued the circular to all the
departments, Revenue Board chair-
man, all heads of departments, all
divisional commissions, all district
collectors and Zila Panchayat Chief
Executive Officers.

Suspected Naxals
kill man branding
him as informer
SUKMA: A man was thrashed to death in insur-
gency-hit Sukma district by suspected Naxals who
branded him as police informer, police said here
on Tuesday.

The deceased was identified as Kadti Ganga
(35), a resident of Maraiguda village under Errabor
police station limits.

“Few armed Naxals on the intervening night of
Monday and Tuesday stormed into the house of
Ganga and took him away,” SP Sukma DS Maravi
said.

Later on Tuesday morning his body was found
nearby along with a hand written note which said
“Kadti Ganga was killed by Naxal PLGA. If anyone
in the village is working for the police then they
must stop doing so or else they will be also killed.
Konta area committee CPI (Maoist).”

Police has registered a complaint in this con-
nection, the SP said.

Pushpa gets Dr
Ambedkar National
Merit Award
JANJGIR-CHAMPA: Kumari Pushpa of Janjgir-
Champa district has been conferred with Dr Ambedkar
National Merit Award for

Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment gives
the award every year to meritorious students belonging
to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes for their
commendable performance in Class 10th and Class
12th examinations.

The award carries a citation and cash award.
Janjgir-Champa district collector Neeraj Kumar

Bansod handed over a cheque of Rs 20,000 to Kumari
Pushpa.

Kumari Pushpa, a student of Saraswai Sishu
Mandir, Baradwar got the award for her meritorious
performance in class 12 examination in the year 2016-
17.

The government invites proposal every year from
state governments for the award.

The district-level officials blessed Pushpa and
wished her a bright future.
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Punjab Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh on

Tuesday vowed to make every-
one, from Prakash Singh Badal
downwards, pay for their
crimes, including the desecra-
tion of the holy scriptures to
create a communal divide in
the state to woo Sikh votes dur-

ing their rule.
Capt Amarinder, address-

ing an election rally at Zira
Dana Mandi in support of
Congress candidate from
Khadoor Sahib Jasbir Singh
Dimpa, sought votes for the
party to protect the nation
from the divisive BJP and their
allies such as SAD, and also to
safeguard India from the secu-

rity threats at the border.
“IG Kunwar Vijay Pratap,

who was transferred by the EC
under pressure of the Badals,
exerted through the Union
Government, would be back in
the SIT to complete the probe
on the 29th of May, the day the
code of conduct is lifted. If
Prakash Singh Badal is found
guilty, he will go behind the

bars,” said the Chief Minister,
asking the Akali supremo,
“How long do you think you
can save yourself from the
consequences of your actions.”

Pointing out that there had
not been a single case of sacri-
lege under the Congress
Government, the Chief
Minister said that it was obvi-
ous that the desecrations dur-

ing the Akali rule were delib-
erately triggered to divide votes
on communal lines.

Citing the total devastation
of Punjab during the BJP-SAD
rule, the Chief Minister called
on the people to strengthen the
Congress hands and let the
Badals know where Sikhs and
Punjab stands today. The whole
of Punjab wants to get rid of the

Badals and the only way to do
it in a democracy is to vote
them out, he said, quipping that
he would personally go to
Ferozepur and Bathinda today
to turn the tide against Sukhbir
and Harsimrat Badal.

Lashing out at the misuse
of SGPC and Akal Takht by the
Badals for political gains, the
Chief Minister stressed the

need to send all 13 Congress
MPs to the Parliament to
ensure that the SGPC elections,
now due, are conducted with-
out delay. He reiterated that he
would support anyone who
can help take SGPC out of the
control of the Akalis.

Lashing out at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s divi-
sive politics, the Chief Minister

warned that he would ruin the
country completely if allowed
to get a second term as the
Prime Minister.

“India is facing threats
from all sides, but Modi can
only think in terms of ‘my fauj
(army)’, which is a crap...the
Armed Forces do not belong to
the PM but is India’s pride,” he
said.
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For the first time, two stu-
dents, who have appeared

for the Indian School
Certificate Examinations
(ICSE) examination, have
scored 100 per cent marks in
the results declared on Tuesday.
This year too, the Girls have
outshone the boys once again
with the pass percentage of
99.05 per cent in class 10
examination as against 98.12
per cent of boys. The pass per-
centage, achieved by girls in
class 12 examinations, is 97.84
per cent as against 95.40 per
cent of boys.

According to a statement
released by the ICSE, " Dewang
Kumar Agarwal from Kolkata
and  Vibha Swaminathan from
Bengaluru have topped with
100 per cent marks. The second
rank has been shared by 16 stu-
dents with 99.75 per cent and
the third rank has been shared
by 36 students with 99.50 per
cent marks".

Juhi Rupesh Kajaria and
Muktsar's Manhar Bansal from
Mumbai has topped the class X
examination with 99.60 per
cent. The second rank has

been shared by ten students
with 99.40 per cent marks and
the third rank has been shared
by 24 students with 99.20 per
cent marks.

Among all the regions i.e,
Western, Southern, Eastern,
Norther and Abroad, the south-
ern region have performed well
in ISC class 12th exam with a
pass percentage of 98.91 per-
cent. Region wise, the second
position has been secured by
the western with 98.13 percent
pass percentage. The eastern
region scored 96.66 percent
pass percentage, while the pass
percentage of Northern region
is 96.66. Students from foreign
schools have secured 99.69 per
cent pass percentage this year.

In 10th pass percentage,
the Western region has secured
the first position with 99.76 per
cent. The southern region
recorded a pass percentage of
99.73 per cent while the north
and eastern region have
secured 98.06 and 97.87 pass
percentage.

About 86,713 registered
for the 12th examination 96.52
per cent have passed the ISC
exams. Also, there is a slight
rise in the pass percentage
with 0.31% from last year.

The Council for the Indian
School Certificate
Examinations (CISCE) chief
executive and secretary Gerry
Arathoon has announced the
class 10th  and 12th exams.
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A31-year-old gangster, car-
rying a reward of �1 lakh,

was arrested by the sleuths of
Delhi Police Special Cell after
an encounter in outer Delhi's
Rohini area in the early hours
Tuesday.

The man has been identi-
fied as Paramjeet Dalal (31), a
resident of Bahadurgarh in
Haryana. The encounter took
place on the main heliport
road opposite Rohini's Sector-
37 at 5.15 am. 

Police said that the accused
has been on crime spree since
2009. "He was earlier involved
in 10 cases of murder, extor-
tion, robbery, Arms Act etc..
Paramjeet is notorious for
making extortion calls in
Rohini and Outer Delhi area.
He used to extort money from
property dealers, illegal satta
operators and other business-
men," said a senior police offi-
cial. 

According to Sanjeev
Kumar Yadav, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Special Cell, specific
inputs were received regarding

Paramjeet that he would come
to Pooth Kalan village to meet
his associate and to collect
money for shifting his hideout
to a new place, somewhere in
Himachal Pradesh.

"Acting on the tip-off, a
trap was laid and at around
5:15 AM Dalal was spotted. On
seeing the police the accused
tried to flee away but was sur-
rounded by the police team.
The police team warned him to
surrender but despite clear,
unambiguous and loud warn-
ing, he whipped out a weapon
and started firing indiscrimi-
nately towards police person-
nel," said the DCP. 

"During the confrontation,
Dalal received a bullet injury
in his left leg. He was rushed
to Baba Saheb Ambedkar
Hospital where he is undergo-
ing treatment," said the DCP
adding that further investiga-
tion is going on.

�������
����
���
123�'2%(#

With focus on regularisation
of unauthorised colonies,

ensuring basic amenities and
decongesting major stretches,
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) can-
didate from South Delhi and
party's Delhi Convener, Gopal
Rai, on Monday launched spe-
cific manifesto for South Delhi
constituency.

The 34-page manifesto for
South Delhi entitled "It's "Time
For Change". It includes promis-
es that the AAP MP from South
Delhi will use the resources to
combat pollution caused by
crop-burning in other States and
arrive at an inter-state solution.
Besides, a push for an auto-
mated and systematic water
wastage monitoring system and
setting up Mahila Panchayats in
the constituency's unauthorised
colonies to train women about
legal issues and laws related to
crimes against women.

Talking about challenges
in South Delhi constituency,
Raghav Chadha  said that the
real challenge is to provide
basic essential services to the
people. For 70 years, Congress
and BJP politicians did not
provide these basic services like

roads or sewerage facilities such
as sewage, water and sanitation."
He further said that he would
also ensure that all unauthorised
colonies would be regularised,
including Asia's largest unau-
thorised colony of Sangam
Vihar. 

"An issue in South Delhi
that needs to be addressed is the
gundaraj of BJP leaders. They
attack our brothers from
Purvanchal, misbehave with
women and discriminate with
Dalits." I will not be scared, nor
will I let bullies scare others),"
he said. 

"With the same determina-
tion and willpower, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal has
done revolutionary infrastruc-
tural changes of government
school and revamped education
in Delhi. I will end lawlessness
in south Delhi and create such
robust law and order situation
that even if our sisters and
mothers step out in the middle
of the night, no one will dare so
much as to catcall them," he
said.

Lambasting Congress and
BJP, Chadha said the both the
parties win elections in the
name of providing water, but do
nothing once elected. In total
contrast, the AAP Government

under Kejriwal in the last four
years gave water through
pipelines to 90 per cent of the
areas of South Delhi and vowed
the remaining 10 per cent areas
would have piped water over the

next one year. 
The manifesto vowed to

add new bus routes. Further, the
30-year-old AAP candidate said
that as an MP he would ensure
that metro work would start in

South Delhi within 100 days
and address the traffic problems
of the major road arteries of
South Delhi including the busy
Mehrauli-Badarpur and
Gurgaon-Badarpur roads.

#&�����
�������

())*����'�����+���

������#$"�#*�-����	�

&&��	
�
��
��)����
������	��������
���

����
����������	�����

6���
��������
	
!����	
!�	����
�.7��
�������
���

����� �.+$��.+
@�$1�(�.%$A

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal on Tuesday

said that the dynastic politics
of the Gandhi family which
India saw after Independence
has hampered the country’s
progress.

Manohar Lal,  whi le
addressing the Vijay Sankalp
Rally at Surajpur, which is
part of Ambala Lok Sabha
constituency from where sit-
t ing MP Rattan Lal  
Kataria is the BJP’s candidate,
said that if there had been no
dynastic rule, the country
would have been at the top of
the world.

He said that the dynasts
have derailed India’s progress.

Referring to the visit of
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra to
Haryana, the Chief Minister
said that she has come to the
state searching for land for
her husband Robert Vadra.

The Congress, which

ruled the country for most
periods after Independence Is
responsible for the back-
wardness and poverty in the
country today. The Gandhi
family did not want anyone
else to attain the seat of power
at the Centre, he added.

Besides the Congress, the
Chief Minister attacked the
two other opposition parties
– INLD and JJP – saying the
two parties only considered
their own well being. They
filled their homes and worked
for the welfare of their rela-
tives, he said adding that only
the sons and grandson of
leaders of the two parties are
flourishing.

He further said that the
two parties due to their fam-
ily feuds are trying to out-
smart each other with the
result that the state is suffer-
ing. Those parties which are
faced with internal bickering
can never develop the state;
he said adding that time has
come to eliminate dynastic
rule and family rule.

Manohar Lal said that the
ongoing elections are not rou-
tine Lok Sabha elections. The
process of change started in
2014 when Narendra Modi
became the Prime Minister.
The time has come to ensure
the return of Modi so that the
systems can be further set
right to ensure corruption
free administration and devel-
opment of all sections of the
society in different spheres, he
said.

The Chief Minister fur-
ther said that if the BJP
returned to power the gov-
ernment will give pension to
all having monthly income of
Rs 15,000.

Manohar Lal taking a dig
at the opposition said that on
May 23, on their defeat they
will put the blame of EVMs,
which, however, is accept-
able when the Congress
recently won the State
Assembly elections in three
states of  Rajasthan,  
Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh.

�������	
�����	�
�������
�������
���������
���
��

�������
����
��� 123�'2%(#

In a special drive against corrupt
practices in the Government

departments, the Delhi Chief
Secretary Vijay Kumar Dev has,
on Tuesday, removed three senior
officers of Delhi Government
from their services for commit-
ting serious misconduct. 

According to the statement
issued by the Delhi Government
the officers who has been
removed are Ved Prakash ex-sub-
registrar-II Punjabi Bagh-
Nangloi, Susheel Bharti , Ex-
tehsildars Preet Vihar and Sameer
Sharma Mehrauli.

"As a part of sustained drive
against corrupt practices , Vijay
Kumar Dev, Chief Secretary, has
removed three senior officers of
the Delhi government from gov-
ernment service for committing
serious misconduct," read the
statement 

These officers belonged to
the revenue department and
held positions of, and The state-
ment stated that as part of a "sus-
tained drive against corrupt prac-
tices, The then sub-registrar of
Punjabi Bagh-Nangloi was
removed on charges of register-
ing sale deed of agricultural land
of Tikri Kanan village in 2013

without obtaining the no-objec-
tion certificate from the addi-
tional district magistrate, accord-
ing to the statement.

Further as per the state-
ment, the officer registered the
sale deed despite the land being
under draft notification and pro-
posed to be acquired for public
purpose.

"He (Ved prakash) violated
provisions of the Delhi Land
Revenue Act, 1954, and the
Delhi Lands (Restriction on
Transfer) Act, 1972, as well as
the departmental instructions
issued there under," read the
statement.
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The Supreme Court Tuesday
transferred a case related to

alleged custodial death of an
accused in gang-rape and mur-
der of a minor school girl in
Himachal Pradesh's Kotkhai in
2017, from Shimla to
Chandigarh.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi trans-
ferred the case to Chandigarh
after the CBI and the accused
said they have no objection if the
case was transferred from
Shimla.

"We order transfer of the
case to a competent CBI court
in Chandigarh," the bench,
which also comprised Justices
Deepak Gupta and Sanjiv
Khanna, said.

The counsel appearing for
the CBI informed the bench that
charge sheet has been filed in the
case against several police offi-

cials ranging from constable to
former Inspector General of
Police (IGP).

The apex court had last
month granted bail to former
Himachal Pradesh IGP Zahur
Haider Zaidi, an accused in the
case, and said that it would later
deal with the aspect of transfer-
ring the trial from a court in
Himachal Pradesh.

The top court had in
November last year sought
responses from Zaidi, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Theog) Manoj Joshi and six
other Himachal Pradesh police-
men as to why the trial against
them be not transferred from
Shimla.

The CBI had earlier told the
court that though the charge
sheet has been filed, the trial in
the case "has not seen the light
of the day" and hence the mat-
ter be transferred to other court
for expeditious disposal.

Zaidi and seven others were
arrested in the custodial death
case of Suraj, who was found
dead at the Kotkhai police sta-
tion on July 18, 2017.

A 16-year-old girl had gone
missing in Kotkhai on July 4,
2017 and her body was found
from the Halaila forests two days
later on July 6.

The post-mortem report
had confirmed rape and murder
and a case was registered. Amid
a huge public outcry in the state,
a SIT headed by Zaidi was con-
stituted by the then Virbhadra
Singh-led Congress govern-
ment. The SIT arrested six per-
sons, and after the custodial
death of one of the accused
Suraj, the high court had hand-
ed over the investigations of both
the cases to the CBI.

The CBI had arrested
Zaidi, DCP Joshi and other
policemen in connection with
the custodial death.
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The Meteorological
Department (Met) on

Tuesday issued a fresh yellow
weather warning for thunder-
storm in Himachal Pradesh on
May 10 and 11.

The Met centre in Shimla
issued the warning of thun-
derstorm accompanied with
hailstorm and gusty winds in
the plains, low and the mid hills
on Friday and Saturday.

The weatherman has also
forecast rainfall from May 10 to
13.

The Met office issues
colour-coded warnings to alert

the public ahead of severe or
hazardous weather which has
the potential to cause "damage,
widespread disruption and/or
danger to life." 

Yellow is the least danger-
ous out of the weather warn-
ings. It indicates the possibili-
ty of severe weather over the
next few days that could affect
the public.

On Tuesday, the highest
temperature in the state was
recorded in Una at 40.8 degrees
Celsius, while the lowest was
registered in tribal district
Lahaul-Spiti's administrative
centre Keylong at 3.2 degrees
Celsius.
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Himachal  Governor
Acharya Devvrat and his

wife Darshana Devi used their
franchise by using the option
of postal ballot to cast their
votes during Lok Sabha
Elections-2019.

The Governor and his
wife, who were enrolled in the
list of Kurukshetra parlia-
mentary constituency, sent
their postal ballots by Post to
Returning Off icer,
Kurukshetra. Elections for 10
Lok Sabha seats of Haryana
State will be held on May 12.
The postal ballot was certified
by the Secretar y of Raj
Bhawan.

Governor said that they
have taken this decision to
save the expenses and time
spent on travel l ing to
Kurukshetra for voting. He
said that this avoided unnec-
essary expenditure on travel-
ling with security and per-

sonal staff and also have
reduced the burden on the
local polling booth as he is
under “Z” category protectee.

The Governor has also
appealed to the voters to take

part in this great fest of
democracy and use their fran-
chise, which would be a pro-
ductive step towards strength-
ening our democratic  
system.
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Sri Lankan Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe on

Tuesday said that authorities
have arrested or killed all the
militants responsible for the
deadly Easter blasts, but
warned that the country still
faces the threat of ISIS terror
attacks.

Speaking in Parliament
during a debate on the current
security situation in the coun-
try, Wickremesinghe said all
those directly linked to the
Easter Sunday attacks were
either killed or are in custody.

Nine suicide bombers car-
ried out a series of devastating
blasts that tore through three
churches and three luxury
hotels on the Easter Sunday.
The Islamic State claimed the
attacks, but the government
blamed local Islamist extrem-
ist group National Thawheed
Jammath (NTJ) for the bomb-
ings that killed more than 250
people.

Wickremesinghe said
investigations had revealed the
bombers had direct or indirect
links with Islamic State and the

island nation needed sophisti-
cated technology to deal with
the threat posed by such terror
networks.

"The danger is not over, we
are now a victim of global ter-
rorism," he said.

He said that Sri Lanka
must work with the interna-
tional community to face the
global threat from terrorism.

"Some assume working
with the international com-
munity means bringing down
foreign troops. That will not
happen," he said.

His comments came as Sri
Lankan police and military
chiefs assured that the country
is now safe and can get back to
normalcy.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on Monday night, the tri-
forces commanders and the
police chief said the security of
the country following the April
21 bombings has been ensured
with adequate measures and
steps have been taken to imple-
ment a special security plan.

Acting Inspector General
of Police (IGP) Chandana
Wickremaratne said that all
those directly linked to the
attacks on three churches and
three luxury hotels have been
arrested or were killed.

He also said that all the
explosives believed to be linked
to local Islamist outfit National
Thowheeth Jama'ath (NTJ),
blamed for the attacks, have
been found.

"All explosives possessed
by the terrorist group has been
seized. 

Almost everyone identified
with the group have been
arrested. Two of their 
bomb experts have died in the
clashes. The police can 
happily announce that every-
one with direct links have been
either arrested or killed by
now," he said.
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British Prime Minister
Theresa May faced renewed

pressure on Tuesday from law-
makers in her Conservative
Party to abandon efforts to seek
a Brexit compromise deal with
the opposition Labour Party.

After several weeks of fruit-
less negotiations, senior
Conservative and Labour 
lawmakers resumed discus-
sions in what appears to be one
final push to reach an agree-
ment.

The talks have been given
new urgency by last week's
local elections, which saw the
Conservatives hammered and
Labour also lose ground as vot-
ers expressed anger at the
country's Brexit impasse.

Almost three years after
Britain voted to leave the EU,
the date and terms of Brexit
remain uncertain. The U.K.'s
departure date has been post-
poned from March 29 until
October 31 because lawmakers
have repeatedly rejected May's
divorce deal with the bloc.

That has led her to seek a

deal with Labour. But the left-
of-center opposition party
insists it will only agree to a
Brexit deal that includes a per-
manent customs union with
the EU to avoid barriers to the
trade of goods. 

The government wants a
looser relationship with the
bloc that would let Britain
strike new trade deals around
the world.

Foreign Secretary Jeremy
Hunt said "compromises on all
sides" were needed "because the
message of last week was that
voters for both main parties are
very, very angry about the fact
that Brexit hasn't been deliv-
ered." 

But suggestions the gov-
ernment might soften the
terms of departure from the EU
has infuriated pro-Brexit
Conservatives, who are
demanding May's resignation.

"The time has come for her
to resign," said lawmaker Bill
Cash. 

"She needs to be given a
date. The sooner the better. But
it needs to be done in an
orderly manner." 
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Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on Tuesday

welcomed a controversial order
to re-run the recent Istanbul
election after complaints of
corruption as the "best step" for
the country.

"We see this decision as 
the best step that will 
strengthen our will to solve
problems within the 
framework of democracy 
and law," Erdogan told a meet-
ing of his party members in
parliament.

Erdogan's comments come
a day after the top election
body cancelled the March 31
vote that handed opposition
candidate Ekrem Imamoglu a
narrow lead over Erdogan's
ruling Justice and Development
Party (AKP).

The AKP has refused to
accept defeat, citing "irregu-
larities and corruption" in the
vote.

Erdogan on Tuesday talked
of "organised crime" and "seri-
ous corruption" during the
vote.

"The documents we have
presented are quite solid and
based on concrete evidence
which cannot be disputed," he
said.
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The Arctic is melting, but
don't ask US Secretary of

State Mike Pompeo to mention
climate change. Nor to agree a
text that mentions it.

For the Trump adminis-
tration, disappearing sea ice in
the world's "high north" is first
and foremost an opportunity to
exploit rather than a crisis to
mitigate.

That position was made
clear by Pompeo over two days
as the foreign ministers of the
eight members of the Arctic
Council met in Finland, which
is wrapping up its two-year
chairmanship of the Arctic
Council.

Finnish Foreign Ministry
Timo Soini said Tuesday there
will be no joint declaration at
the after the summit couldn't
get the United States to 
agree on a text that includes
language about climate 
change. Instead, he said there
would be statements from min-
isters and Finland which cur-
rently holds the chair of the
Arctic Council.
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Indonesia has thwarted a bid
by Islamic State-linked mil-

itants to stage a series of bomb-
ings when it announces official
election results this month,
authorities said.

Police in the Southeast
Asian nation said Monday 
that they had arrested eight sus-
pects at several locations over
the past week, including in
Sumatra and near the capital
Jakarta.
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An Afghan official says the
Taliban have targeted secu-

rity checkpoints in northeast-
ern Takhar province, killing
eight members of the security
forces.

Wafiullah Rahmani, head
of the provincial council, says
three soldiers and five police-
men were killed in Monday

night's attack in Khwaja
Bahaudin district.

The Taliban claimed
responsibility for the attack.
The insurgents stage near-daily
attacks on Afghan forces, even
as peace efforts have accelerat-
ed to find an end to
Afghanistan's 17-year war.

Separately, Dadullah
Qaneh, councilman in 
western Farah province, says
coalition forces on Sunday
carried out airstrikes against
Taliban-run heroin labs, killing
15 laborers.

But Mohibullah Mohib,
the provincial police chief 's
spokesman, says those killed in
Bakwa district were all mem-
bers of the Taliban. 
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Russian investigators were on
Tuesday considering pilot

error as the cause of a crash-
landing that saw a plane erupt
in flames at Moscow's busiest
airport and kill 41 people,
media reported.

The Sukhoi Superjet-100
had just f lown out of
Sheremetyevo airport on
Sunday evening when it sent
out an emergency signal and
circled back, bouncing on the
runway and catching fire.

Sources in the investigation
told Kommersant newspaper
the Aeroflot pilots made a
number of errors including
flying into a thunderstorm
and landing with a full tank
rather than circling to use up
fuel.
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Neither Sherlock Holmes nor
Alfred Hitchcock would have
been mystified by intelli-
gence oversights that led to
one of the world’s most das-

tardly terrorist attacks in Sri Lanka last
month. Simply because it was a case of
just connecting the dots — so detailed
and specific were the tip-offs. According
to a top secret intelligence memo of April
9 (there were two others before the fate-
ful day dawned on Easter Sunday), the
country’s intelligence chief had warned
the Inspector General of Police that
“Zahran Hashim of the National Tawheed
Jamaat and his associates were planning
to carry out suicide terrorist attacks in Sri
Lanka shortly.” How this classified warn-
ing was not shared with President
Maithripala Sirisena and Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe is a riddle. Rarely
has there been an intelligence goof-up of
this magnitude in recent memory.

That such a catastrophic intelligence
foul-up took place in Sri Lanka, which
only a decade ago had destroyed the
invincible  Velupillai Prabhakaran-led
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE),
ending root and branch a 30-year-long
deadly insurgency and becoming the first
country to achieve such a feat in the 21st
century, is intriguing. The Army, Navy
and Air Force have held annual interna-
tional seminars in Colombo to showcase
their military successes, including the
Army’s prowess in deep penetration
intelligence acquisition skills. According
to the then Defence Secretary and broth-
er of former President Mahinda
Rajapaksa, Gotabaya Rajapaksa, now a
presidential hopeful for the elections this
year, the present Government dismantled
the elaborate intelligence and surveillance
network of 5,000 personnel he had set up
in 2011 across the country, including the
Muslim majority areas of the east.

Nine suicide bombers, including one
woman, struck in coordinated attacks fol-
lowed by two or three hara-kiri acts by
family members and associates of the
mastermind  Hashim. It is now known
that the suicide squad consisted of 15
members and the support group was 150
of whom 100 cadres have been arrested.
Thirty-six Sri Lankans are reported to
have gone to fight with the Islamic State
in Syria and many had returned. The
preparation for serial human bombing of
this scale and sophistication would have
taken months if not years. Sirisena has
revealed that planning for the attacks
started in Syria in 2017. How this mas-
sive diabolical plot escaped detection is
a mystery. The Sri Lankan Army
Commander, Lt Gen Mahesh Senanayake,
in an interview to BBC, has said that the
suicide bombers “got some sort of train-
ing” in Kashmir and Kerala. This should
worry India. Given the severe communal

polarisation exacerbated by
the elections, major terrorist
attacks are not unlikely in
India in the near future.

In 2017, I retraced my
times with the Indian Peace
Keeping Force (IPKF) 30 years
ago in the east, travelling
through Muslim majority
Ampara and Kalmunai areas
near Batticaloa and saw an
increased density of popula-
tion, mosques and madrassas
as also prosperity and devel-
opment. The Muslims were
targeted by the LTTE notably
in their massacre in Sri
Lanka’s biggest mosque in
Kattankudy near Batticaloa
in the 1990s. (Kattankudy is
the hometown of Hashim,
the mastermind of the attacks
and its training ground).
Later, the Sinhala Buddhist
extremists Bodu Bala Sena
(BBS), ostensibly supported
by the Government, targetted
Muslims periodically from
2013, culminating in the big
anti-Muslin riots in Kandy last
year,  which led to the
Government declaring an
Emergency. The trigger for
Muslim alienation and radi-
calisation is the BBS attacks
and objections to hijab and
halal. How the Government
did not pick up these straws in
the wind is an enigma.

Initially, the Government

ascribed the horrific attacks to
the Islamic State (IS)-inspired
Sri Lankan Muslim National
Thowheed Jamath (NTJ) as
retaliation for Christchurch
till IS supremo Abu Bakr Al-
Baghdadi claimed responsibil-
ity as revenge for loss of
Baghouz, the caliphate’s last
bastion in Syria. Sri Lanka’s
own counter-terrorism czar,
the Singapore-based Rohan
Gunaratna, confirmed that IS
has created support groups
around the world and NTJ has
joined the IS.

The rift and infighting
between Sirisena and
Wickremesinghe is a folklore.
The politics of the carnage is
beguiling. Sirisena has square-
ly blamed the Prime Minister,
the Defence Secretary and the
Inspector General Police and
said he was kept in the dark
and that he would reconstitute
security structures. On his
part,  Wickremesinghe said, “I
did not know…still we have to
take responsibility for that
part of Government machin-
ery that did not work.” Sirisena
is not only the Defence
Minister but has also kept the
Law and Order Ministry with
him, some say, unconstitution-
ally.  This has kept
Wickremesinghe quarantined
from defence and security,
including national security

council meetings. That the
left hand did not know what
the right hand was doing is the
black hole in the security sys-
tem.

Former Army
Commander General Sarath
Fonseka was the key architect
of victory of the LTTE but he
fell out with the old regime’s
top leaders, the  Rajapaksas.
The Sirisena Government
appointed Fonseka a Field
Marshal and a Minister.
Speaking in the Emergency
debate in Parliament after the
bombings, Fonseka lambasted
his own Government, includ-
ing Srisena, Wickremesinghe
and other defence and intel-
ligence officials. Demands for
making Fonseka Minister for
law and order are increasing.

Sri  Lanka is  under
Emergency rule with the
Prevention of Terrorism Act
in place but is likely to be
replaced with the new
counter-terrorism Bill. It is the
first country to ban the face
veil in South Asia. Both the
curfew and ban on social
media were lifted after a week.
The preliminary report on
the bombings has been com-
pleted, which Sirisena is keep-
ing close to his chest. A new
military command territorial-
ly, including parts of west
and northwest provinces,

including Colombo and
Puttalam and strangely called
Overall  Operational
Command, has been estab-
lished and coastal security
beefed up. India’s offer of
sending its elite National
Security Guards has been
politely rejected. The joke in
Colombo is about how NSG
messed up in Mumbai in 2008
taking four days to complete
the operation. Tongue-in-
cheek Sri Lankan military
veterans say what the IPKF
started and did not complete,
we finished.

Over-indulgent in its con-
quest of LTTE, Sri Lanka let its
guard down. A dysfunctional
cohabitation Government has
been rent apart by catastroph-
ic terrorist attacks, which are
likely to take Sri Lanka a
decade back. The Easter
Sunday self-inflicted tragedy
was in military parlance a
total command failure. That
neither the Prime Minister nor
President has resigned is to
borrow a famous war time
Churchillian one liner: A rid-
dle wrapped in a mystery sur-
rounded by an enigma.

(The writer is a retired
Major General of the Indian
Army and founder member of
the Defence Planning Staff,
currently the revamped
Integrated Defence Staff)
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “A speech too far” (May 7).
Dead leaders, who are widely
known, like Hitler, Stalin,
Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal
Nehru and Indira Gandhi
among others, have been derid-
ed for some of their actions no
doubt.  Agreed late Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi also had
his failings. History won’t ignore
the blunders made by  leaders
but there is a civil way of
addressing them than brute
name-calling. 

M Ratan
Via email
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “Poll panel under fire” (May
6). Undoubtedly, the 2019 Lok
Sabha election is one of the dirt-
iest in a long time where below-
the-belt and insensitive remarks
have become the norm  for our
politicians. 

Political leaders, both in the
ruling and opposition parties,
are to be blamed as much the
Election Commission (EC) of

India. It was former chief
Election Commissioner TN
Seshan, who had given the
much-needed tooth to the EC
and redef ined the way 
elections were conducted in our
country. 

Keeping aside the malfunc-
tioning of EVMs, which could
be attributed to faults in the
machine, the Model Code of
Conduct is brazenly torn by our

leaders. The flow of money and
liquor during election time has
become way too common. This
is especially true among rural
voters, who become easy targets
and can be manipulated by the
leaders. But it is disheartening
that the EC has been found
wanting in all parameters. 

It is not that the EC has not
punished erring leaders, it has
barred many from campaigning

for 24 to 72 hours but has not
been consistent. In fact, it has
displayed selective amnesia.

Consistency is what is the
need of the hour. Even now, two
more rounds of polling are yet
to take place — one on May 12
and the other on May 19. The
EC can still pull up its socks and
correct past wrong doings.

Bal Govind
Noida

���������
��	���

Sir — In an anti-climax of the
feverish pitch of the poll cam-
paign, Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) supremo Mayawati has
hinted that she is a contender for
the post of the Prime Minister.
One must not be offended by her
tall claims, for our polity is so
free that anyone can aspire to be
anyone and, hence, political
leaders have enough room for
manoeuvre. 

There’s no harm in
Mayawati wanting to become
the Prime Minister but she has
to think whether she is accept-
able to all across the country or
has she ever grown to become a
pan-India leader? 

Our country is much more
diverse and vibrant than Uttar
Pradesh and Mayawati has to
grow to such a national level to
be received by millions of peo-
ple. So, she is free to dream but
its relevance and reality are as
impractical as crying for the
moon.

TK Nandanan
Chennai
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Education systems across democracies promise
equality of opportunity, access and success to
every child. This raises high hopes and kin-

dles bundles of aspirations, particularly among the
weaker sections of society, who have waited for gen-
erations for better and dignified human existence.
Towards this, to begin with, the first requirement
is to create a Common School System (CSS). It
means no child can be denied admission by any
school in the neighbourhood, irrespective of
his/her social or economic background. The next
step is to ensure individual attention to every child,
ascertain his/her interests and ensure that his/her
creativity and curiosity are not hindered. In sim-
ple terms, it requires an inviting learning environ-
ment, competent, committed and performing
teachers, and a right teacher-taught ratio. 

India’s public education system could not pre-
vent the decline of credibility and acceptability of
‘sarkari schools’ as the essential spirit of CSS was
just ignored. Prominently included in the National
Policy on Education (NPE) 1968, CSS did find a
place in the subsequent policies of 1986 and 1992,
but the system continuously drifted away from hon-
estly implementing it. Post-independence, the expe-
rience in Indian educational initiatives and expan-
sion has clearly established that the elite-dominat-
ed system of governance — even in the presence
of political masters — invariably succeeds in pre-
serving their interests. This unstated endeavour and
attitude resulted in severe decline of public-fund-
ed schools, unprecedented mushrooming of pri-
vate schools and rise in demand for “good quali-
ty schools”, which became synonymous with
high-fee charging schools. Government schools are
now patronised only by those, who have no other
alternative. This either because of their meagre eco-
nomic resources or non-availability of a private
school nearby. A feeble attempt was made with the
enactment of the Right to Education Act, 2009, to
reserve 25 per cent seats in initial classes for chil-
dren of weaker sections. But a majority of schools
found “strategies” to hoodwink it. After the first
batch of children admitted under this category in
2010 completed Class VIII, schools asked them to
pay regular school fees or get lost. Such an obvi-
ous concern was ignored by our policy-makers. The
psychological and emotional damage inflicted on
the learner and his family would be anything but
devastating in such cases. This clearly indicates the
callous attitude and also prevalent ignorance
within the education system on finer and subtle
aspects of learning. Is it not amazing, if not ago-
nising, that children of most functionaries respon-
sible for school education policies and its imple-
mentation prefer to enroll in private schools only?

Around 60-65 per cent of the school-going chil-
dren still study in sarkari schools, which are invari-
ably deficient on infrastructure, teachers, learning
materials and even in basic professional require-
ments. Expectedly, most of the surveys and stud-
ies on learning outcomes indicate not only low
learner attainments but also consistent annual
decline. This is indeed worrisome. In spite of such
a large chunk of school-going children complet-
ing their schooling under deficient conditions and
sever impediments — and only a small proportion
of them getting a place in higher education insti-
tutions — the educated youth of India are among
the most sought-after in the developed countries. 

They are offered really challenging assignments
and invariably come out with flying colours, bring-
ing prestige and praise to the motherland. However,
there is a dimmer picture within the country.
Graduates of highly coveted higher education cours-
es of technical and management education are
found deficient in their readiness to accept job
responsibility in the job market and the propor-
tion may indeed be alarming — up to 80. What a
wastage of young manpower in an era where India
is supposed to be in the “golden period of demo-
graphic dividend”, solely because of its young man-
power. Around 50 per cent of India’s population
is below 25 years of age and 65 per cent below 35
years. What a great chance to make India’s pres-
ence felt globally through its young ones. The basic
responsibility is to offer good quality school edu-
cation and ensure dynamism and comparability in
higher education. Once access and participation in
education is ensured with basic professional and
infrastructural inputs, the issue of nurturing indi-
vidual talented deserves attention. One can recall
several Indian initiatives on this count, two of which
deserve special mention: The introduction the
Science Talent Search — NTS — scheme in the
1960s and the opening of Navodaya Vidyalayas in
pursuance of the 1986 Education policy. The NTS
was later transformed to include social sciences as
well and Navodaya Vidyalayas have indeed provid-
ed great opportunity to the talented children from
rural India. I have personally found lasting moti-
vation among NTS scholars and the alumni of
Navodaya Vidyalayas. This in itself is a great
achievement. Numbers catered to by these initia-
tives need to increase and it is encouraging that the
same is under consideration by the authorities. 

It will be relevant to recall a model of talent nur-
turing that was being successfully implemented on
large-scale in the erstwhile USSR. The essence of
it can still be suitably digested and gainfully utilised.
A three-member delegation of the Government vis-
ited several schools over there in 1982. The objec-
tive was to study the school education system that

flourished under conditions vastly different from
India. It was particularly indicated to the delega-
tion that it would be interesting to find out how
they are nurturing talent, dealing with gifted chil-
dren and the issue of a common language. Those
were the days of a bipolar world and terms like ‘Iron’
curtain were in considerable usage. In every meet-
ing, the hosts spoke only Russian; translations were
the only means of interacting during official meet-
ings. However, during dinners and receptions, they
spoke chaste English without any hesitation.
When — and it happened on several occasions —
the delegation tried to understand how Russian lan-
guage was being accepted in federation units that
had their own languages, the answer was short, crisp
and precise: Everyone learns Russian voluntarily.
The discussion on language never proceeded
beyond this. However, there was much more to
learn that could be examined gainfully in Indian
conditions. 

One morning, the schedule included visit to
a music school and a physics school. The delega-
tion was told that the most important task of the
teachers in every school is to observe the students,
find out their inclinations and interests, keep a
record and once they find consistency, encourage
the child to go ahead and see the progress. There
may be a change of interest area, something else
may fascinate the child and that should be permis-
sible. The idea behind the approach was that USSR
needed not only scientists, engineers and tech-
nocrats but also painters, poets, scholars, musicians,
folklore specialists and the like. Teachers must be
trusted to ascertain the right path of passage to
excellence in each individual case. Once this was
done, the school would send a report to the region-
al level; the child in all probability would be picked
up by the State and shifted to a residential school.
Here, he would study all the curricula as in other
schools but there would be big plus in his area of
his identified interest — be it music, physics, his-
tory,  literature or sports. These special schools were
located after thoughtful consideration of locally

available expertise. A physics school would be locat-
ed in a town that has university department,
research laboratory and other establishment con-
nected with research and innovations in physics and
related area. Same would apply to other disciplines.
In the music school, eminent masters were volun-
tarily helping children move ahead of the regular
curricular prescriptions. 

The most significant challenge before the
Indian education policy-makers and imple-
menters can be summarized crisply as providing
“equality of opportunity of access and success and
nurturing the talented”, as said by John W
Gardner in his book, Excellence: Can We be Equal
and Excellent Too? Though Gardner wrote these
lines in the context of the US around 1984, the
relevance of some of his observations remains uni-
versally relevant even in current times: “Diagnosis
of an individual’s future capacity to perform
remains a hazardous undertaking. There are mys-
teries in individual development that are far from
understanding. No stone should be left unturned
to ensure that decisions are based on a wide range
of evidence, carefully gathered and sifted.” 

For sure, in India, marks obtained in the board
examination are certainly no guarantee of total per-
sonality development and specialised talent.
However, talent identification and fulsome person-
ality development have to be a continuous process
that must begin from the early stages. It should
include traits of personality development, value
internalisation and character formation as an inte-
gral part of the process. The topmost national pri-
ority for the investment of public funds must be
teacher training and school education. This will
ensure highest level of returns. Let the country
realise it. Simultaneously, no let up in locating and
nurturing talent is a must. In Indian psyche, com-
mercialisation of education is unacceptable and
must be discouraged effectively. Education is  still
the only ray of hope for the weaker sections.

(The writer is the Indian Representative on the
Executive Board of UNESCO)
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Perhaps the Election
Commission of India (EC) has
never ever been under such

scrutiny as it is today. The polarised
campaign during the ongoing
General Elections has put the spot-
light firmly on the referee — the EC.
As an impartial watchdog, it is the
responsibility of the electoral body to
provide for a level-playing filed to all
political parties. The perception that
the EC has not been addressing
Opposition complaints, in this case
against the ruling party, has been
doing the rounds.

An exasperated Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi called the poll
panel “completely biased” against the
Opposition last week. He said that

when it comes to the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the com-
mission toes the straight line and
when it comes to the Opposition, it
becomes biased. During a media
interaction, Rahul Gandhi even
threatened EC officials with 
“consequences” in the future for
being biased.

But Rahul Gandhi is not the only
leader who has grouse against the EC.
There are other Opposition leaders
like Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
N Chandrababu Naidu, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee,
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav, Bahujan Samaj Party supremo
Mayawati, Aam Aadmi Party chief
Arvind Kejriwal and many other
leaders in the Opposition, who have
complained against the EC’s bias
towards the leaders of the ruling
party. The BJP, too, has been lodging
complaints against other parties to
the EC. 

Recently, in an unprecedented
manner, a group of 66 former
bureaucrats wrote to President Ram
Nath Kovind, expressing concern

over what they called the question-
able functioning of the Commission,
requesting him to intervene to ensure
free and fair polls. The leaders
included former National Security
Advisor Shivshankar Menon, super-
cop Julio Ribeiro and former Lt
Governor Najeeb Jung. 

Why is the EC facing such
charges? Is the Commission so help-
less that the Chief Election
Commissioner recently pleaded help-
lessness in the Supreme Court,
lamenting that he lacked the powers
to crack the whip? The court not only
blasted the Commission but also
reminded it that it had adequate
authority to enforce the Model Code
of Conduct under Article 324 of the
Constitution.

Even its decision to ban Union
Minister Maneka Gandhi, Mayawati,
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and Samajwadi Party
leader Azam Khan from campaign
for specific hours for violating Model
Code of Conduct came only after the
Supreme Court’s nudging. 

Alas, even after the apex court
pulling it up, the EC has maintained

silence on the complaints launched
by parties against alleged hate
speeches, which have piled up all the
more. The Congress claims that it has
given more than 37 representations
— ten against the Prime Minister —
to the EC on violations of Model
Code of Conduct but the
Commission did not act. It was
only after Congress MP Sushmita
Dev approached the apex court,
which directed the Commission to
dispose of all complaints registered
by the party immediately, that the EC
gave a clean chit to the Prime min-
ister in six cases last week. 

Interestingly, Ashok Lavasa, one
of the Commissioners, dissented on
the decision. The Congress has not
given up and has gone to the top
court on the orders once again,
alleging that the EC has been partial
to the ruling party. 

Many political parties have raised
doubts about the functioning of the
Electronic Voting Machines, too.
The petition filed by 21 Opposition
parties in the Supreme Court, for
counting of at least 25 per cent EVM
paper trail machines — instead of

only five — in every Assembly seg-
ment has been rejected by the top
court. On the other hand, the EC
maintains that the EVMs are fool-
proof and cannot be manipulated. 

The EC has not always been so
timid. In 1989, the then Chief
Election Commissioner RVS Peri
Sastri had introduced wide-ranging
electoral reforms, including reducing
the voting age to 18 from 21. He also
stood his ground on his principles,
which prompted the then Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi to make a
multi-member panel to clip the
powers of the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC). 

Similarly, in the early 1990s,
former CEC TN Seshan had intro-
duced a number of reforms, includ-
ing the issuance of voter IDs. He
deployed the security forces to keep
a check on booth capturing and voter
intimidation. He earned the nick-
name of “Al-Seshan” and punished
those who flouted the Model Code
and even recommended the sacking
two Ministers to the then Prime
Minister Narasimha Rao for violat-
ing the code. There have been other

successful CECs like Sukumar Sen
and SY Quraishi. 

The question, however is: Has the
EC played an impartial role in the cur-
rent Lok Sabha polls? The Opposition
has complained that the electoral body
is not ensuring the rules of the game
in order to ensure parity. For instance,
eyebrows were raised when it sus-
pended an IAS officer for checking the
chopper of the Prime Minister in the
course of his duty.  

Also, income tax raids were being
conducted only on Opposition lead-
ers. It is nobody’s case that whatever
the Opposition wants, the EC must
comply, but it should appear to have
done justice. There is still time to send
a signal that the EC is impartial and
it must earn the trust of the
Opposition. The EC’s performance
has not always been uniform but it is
a huge exercise to hold the elections
peacefully and in a free and fair man-
ner. No doubt poll reforms are
required and the EC should be given
more teeth but within the constraints,
the body can certainly perform.

(The writer is a senior political com-
mentator and syndicated columnist)
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State BJP leaders in Jammu &
Kashmir have been caught

‘red handed’ distributing
envelopes, allegedly filled 
with currency notes, to
reporters in Leh.

On May 3, Press Club Leh
had accused the BJP of trying
to bribe its members by 
offering “envelopes filled 
with money”.

On the same day, State
BJP leaders had denied these
allegations claiming they were
“politically motivated”.

On Tuesday, a CCTV
footage, surfaced in public
domain which clearly exposes
BJP MLC, Vikram Randhawa,
handing over envelopes 
to journalists after the Press
conference.

State BJP Chief Ravinder
Raina is also seen standing in
the hall.

In the same CCTV footage,
two other BJP leaders Vikram
Randhawa and Narinder Singh,
party general secretary, can be
seen pacifying local reporters in
Leh after they refused to accept
the currency notes. 

Some of the journalists
can be clearly seen returning
the packets and placing it on a
table in the hall in the presence
of every one present there.

When this correspondent
tried to contact State BJP Chief
Ravinder Raina for his com-
ments he refused to take the
calls. His alternate mobile tele-
phone number was also
switched off. 

Earlier, State BJP Chief
Ravinder Raina had also threat-
ened to file a defamation suit
if the Press Club Leh did not
issue a public apology. 

“The BJP will not tolerate
such allegations. It will file a
defamation suit in the high
court against the press club if
it fails to make a public apolo-
gy,” Raina had stated while
responding to different queries.

Several members of Press
Club Leh had also  approached
Deputy Commissioner, 
Leh with their complaint seek-
ing registration of FIR against
Ravinder Raina and MLC

Vikram Randhawa for alleged-
ly trying to bribe journalists by
offering money in 
envelops to influence the out-
come of elections.

Press Club, Leh, president
Morup Stanzin said the letter
was written but said they had
not lodged the complaint with
the police.

“We have lodged our com-
plaint with deputy commis-
sioner, Leh, who is also the
returning officer on Friday...
After a press conference,
Randhawa handed over the
envelops filled with money to
some journalists who returned
these to him immediately,”
Stanzin added.
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The shadow boxing within the
collation partners, the JD(S)

and Congress is an early  indi-
cation of the instability of Chief
Minister HD Kumaraswamy led
JD(S)-Congress Government in
Karnataka. Many Congress
Ministers and legislators are also
openly pitching for former Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah as the
Chief Minister again to lead the
party and the Government.  

Many observe in the polit-
ical circles that the mandate in
the Hassan, Mandya and
Tumakuru (it’s now  popular-
ly called HMT) where JDS is
contesting with the help of
Congress might hold the key to
the survival of collation
Government led by HD
Kumaraswamy of the JDS.

In Hassan Prajwal Revanna
grandson of HD Deve Gowda
and son of HD Revanna a PWD
Minister, in Mandya con-
stituency Nikhil Kumaraswamy
son of HD Kumaraswamy and
another grandson of Deve
Gowda and at Tumakuru HD
Deve Gowda are contesting.

The well-known rivalry between
Siddaramaiah and Deve Gowda
has trickled down to the grass
roots and   party workers in both
the Congress and the JDS are
worked against each other in
these constituencies.

The results in the these
constituencies are expected to
provide some hints about how
powerful dominant  Vokkaliga
(Gowdas) and Kuruba (shep-
herd) communities have voted. 

Deve Gowda, the JD(S)
supremo leads a family party
JDS and has the support of
vokkaligas one of the dominant
communities and Siddaramaiah
who belongs to Kuruba com-
munity made them a dominant
community and made them
politically strong.  

In another significant
development Karnataka Home
Minister MB Patil on Tuesday
made a pitch for Siddaramaiah
“as Chief Minister again,” but
clarified the present coalition
Government under HD
Kumaraswamy would com-
plete its full term.

“What’s wrong in that?
Siddaramaiah is our leader in

the Congress. People want to
see him as Chief Minister again.

“Even we too want to see
him as Chief Minister again. He
gave good governance for five
years. He should have come
back again,” Patil told reporters
in Bengaluru. 

He was responding to a
query on “growing demand”
among the Congress MLAs to
see Siddaramaiah occupy the
top post again. His statement
resonates with Chikkaballapura
Congress MLA K Sudhakar’s
remarks on Monday that it
would be good if Siddaramaiah
becomes CM again.

“Siddaramaiah had done a
lot of good work. He deserves
one more term... But we have
to accept people’s mandate...
When we come to power on
our own... but presently that
question does not arise.. This
government has to complete
five years,” he said.

“Siddaramaiah has got the
eligibility (for the second term
as Chief Minister),” Patil added.

After the Congress and
JDS formed the coalition
Government following the May

2018 Assembly elections,
Kumaraswamy took over as the
CM of the State. The coalition
partners also fought the Lok
Sabha elections together

though there have been strains
between the two ever since.

Many Congress MLAs
were not content with the pre-
sent arrangement and had stat-

ed that Siddaramaiah was their
leader and they would like to
see him as the chief minister
again, an issue that has irked
JDS leadership.

Meanwhile, BJP strong-
man Yeddyurappa predicts
‘political ups and downs’ after
May 23. He strongly ruled out
any truck with JDS to form the
government in case the present
coalition Government falls with
the disgruntled Congress leg-
islators. He said in Kalaburagi
that BJP was not in a hurry to
form the Government.

“I want to say one thing
clearly: Kumaraswamy had
betrayed me after deciding to
share power 20 months each
(in 2006). There is no question
of coming to an understanding
with JDS. There is no question
of coalition Government (with
that party),” Yeddyurappa said.

“It’s too early to say any-
thing... I have never said the
Government will collapse and
I shouldn’t say it also. What I’m
saying is there will be political
ups and downs after May 23
results, anything may happen.
I’m not saying we will form the

government or we will
come to power,” he
added.

In 2006, the BJP
and a section of JDS
MLAs forged an alliance
to form a Government on
the basis of a power-
sharing deal, according
to which Kumaraswamy and
Yeddyurappa will be the CM
for 20 months each.

As JDS refused to transfer
power to Yeddyurappa after 20
months, the BJP in October
2007 decided to withdraw sup-
port to the Kumaraswamy
Government, ending an uneasy
and often bitter relationship,
accusing the regional party of
“betrayal.”

Pointing out that there is a
“lot of confusion” in the state
politics, Yeddyurappa said it is
certain that Narendra Modi
will become the PM of the
country once again, and the
results of Lok Sabha polls will
have an implication on the pol-
itics here.

“I’m not day dreaming to
say that their (Congress and
JDS) Government should col-

lapse. Let them con-
centrate on them

being together. Am
I responsible for

Congress and JDS fight-
ing each other; am
I responsible for

differences between
them?” he ques-

tioned.
Predicting the defeat

of former Union Ministers
Veerappa Moily in
Chikkaballapur and KH
Muniyappa in Kolar,
Yeddyurappa said, in Tumkur
the chances of our candidate
winning is more against former
Prime Minister HD Deve
Gowda, in Mandya indepen-
dent candidate Sumalatha
Ambareesh supported by the
party will win “100 per cent”
against Kumaraswamy’s son
Nikil, while there is a fight in
Hassan, where Gowda’s other
grandson Prajwal Revanna is
the JDS nominee.

Yeddyurappa also said the
party high-command will decide
on the next state unit president,
and he would continue as the
Leader of the Opposition. 
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Till the turn of the millen-
nium, film stars guaranteed

crowds and votes in politics.
Political parties wooed them
ardently. As a result, top stars
like Rajesh Khanna, Vinod
Khanna, Shatrughan Sinha,
Raj Babbar, Dharmendra,
Hema Malini, Jaya Prada,
Govinda and Jaya Bachchan
braved the heat and dust of
campaigning for their political
parties.

Some like Dharmendra
and Govinda could not under-
stand the manipulations of
politics and called it a day after
one term. Others like Raj
Babbar, Shatrughan Sinha,
Hema Malini and Jaya
Bachchan continue to stand
their ground.

However, if various politi-
cal parties are to be believed,
the stardust is losing its glitter
and film stars can no longer
guarantee a win on the seats
they campaign for.

A clear indication of this is
the fact that the demand for
film stars as campaigners is
rapidly going down in these
elections.

A BJP candidate said:
“There is no use getting film
stars to campaign because they
cannot give speeches and do
not leave any impact on voters.”

Explained senior journal-
ist RK Singh: “The stars are los-
ing their credibility because
they lack conviction in what
they say. People know that in
most cases stars take money to
campaign and this erodes their
sincerity. Some stars like Ravi

Krishna and Manoj Tiwari
have changed more parties
than they have delivered hits.”

Besides, he explained, the
glamour factor has also
reduced because film stars
were now seen 24x7 on the
social media and television.

“Earlier, people would wait
for hours to catch a glimpse of
their favourite actor but not any

more. You just need to get on
to the Internet and you can
have your fill,” he added.

Bhojpuri stars Ravi Kishan
and Dinesh Yadav Nirahua,
who are contesting the
Gorakhpur and Azamgarh
seats respectively, are already
finding the going tough.

Raj Babbar, who is present-
ly seeking election for his sixth

term to Parliament and holds
the position of Uttar Congress
President, explains that it needs
more than just stardom to sur-
vive in politics.

“Much before I started
working in theatre and then
films, I was associated with the
socialist youth politics. I joined
the Janata Dal in 1989 and
actively participated in party

activities. I later joined the
Samajwadi Party and then the
Congress. 

“I never confined myself to
campaigning and that is one
reason why the parties and the
people started taking me seri-
ously,” he says. 

When Raj Babbar was
appointed president of the
Uttar Pradesh Congress in July

2016, few took him seriously in
his own party. But two years
later, they understood that he
means business.

Hema Malini, Jaya Prada,
Jaya Bachchan and most others
have, on the other hand, con-
fined themselves to 
campaigning in their own con-
stituencies or in select con-
stituencies. They have not

actively involved themselves
in party matters.

One actress who spoke to
this correspondent on the con-
dition of anonymity said: “I did
try to get my word in a few
times but was politely told to
restrict myself to campaigning.
I have understood that apart
from my star value, I mean
nothing to the party.”
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Describing the ambitious
Nyuntam Aay Yojana

(NYAY) promised by his party
as a “surgical strike on pover-
ty”, Congress President Rahul
Gandhi on Tuesday said an
amount of Rs 3.60 lakh would
be given to each of the five
crore poor families if his party
was voted to power in the Lok
Sabha elections.

“I give a guarantee that
Hindustan’s next Government
will give the amount to each of
the 5 crore families — that is 25
crore people in the next five

years,” Rahul told an election
rally here in support of
Congress candidate from
Purulia Nepal Mahato.

“Wah wah, this a surgical
strike on poverty,” Rahul
exclaimed.

Turning to farmers’ issues,
Gandhi said the law will be
changed to ensure that farmers
were not jailed for failing to
repay bank loans.

“If India’s farmer takes a
loan of Rs 20,000 and fails to
return, then are they sent to jail
or not?” he asked.

Rahul said he doesn’t find
it right when rich people are
not jailed after taking big
amounts while the farmers are
caught if they take loans.

“Do you think there is

Nyay (justice)? No farmer
belonging to Bengal or any
state will be sent to jail if they
fail to pay the bank loans.

He promised that the new
government to be formed after
the Lok Sabha elections will
have a separate budget for the
farmers. “After 2019, there will
be two budgets, first, the
farmer’s budget will be made.

“In the beginning of the
year, the farmers will know that
the amount of money allotted
by the government, the num-
ber of food processing units,
how many storage facilities
will be there and what kind of
technology will be given for the
farmers. 

“In the very first year, they
will be told about their earnings

and profits,” he said.
He slammed Prime

Minister Narendra Modi and
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee for failing to
provide employment and
ensuring fair price for farmers.

Rahul said the BJP’s only
aim was to ensure Modi
becomes Prime Minister again.

“But I tell you no power
can make him the PM, as the
citizens are going to hit a sixer
this time,” he added.

Mocking Modi, he said
Modi earlier talked about his
56-inch chest, but now “two
glasses are fixed that are known
as teleprompters. He is warned
that he should not speak about
unemployment and farmers as
the public can become angry”.
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BJP president Amit Shah on
Tuesday alleged that West

Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee is not allowing people
to chant ‘Jai Shri Ram’ in the
state, and wondered if the Lord’s
name cannot be taken in India,
will it be uttered in Pakistan.

Shah also dared Banerjee to
arrest him for chanting ‘Jai Shri
Ram’ at the multiple election
rallies he addressed in the state
on Tuesday.

“Lord Ram is a part of the
culture of India... Can anybody
stop people from taking his
name? I want to ask Mamata
didi, if Shri Ram’s name is not
taken in India, will it be chant-
ed in Pakistan?” he said.

“I want to tell Mamata didi
that this is West Bengal and not
Pakistan... I am going to
Kolkata from here (Bishnupur),
put me in jail if you have the
guts,” the BJP chief said.

He addressed rallies in
Ghatal, Keshiari and Bishnupur
in West Bengal. Shah claimed
that Banerjee had stopped her
car a few days ago to tell peo-
ple that they will be put 
in jail if they chant the name of
Lord Ram.

A video had appeared in
the social media that showed
Banerjee stopping her car at a

place in West Midnapore dis-
trict on Saturday, and chasing
some persons who chanted ‘Jai
Shri Ram’ as her carcade was
crossing the area.

Shah said he has come to
know that the CM has cancelled
permission for two rallies of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in the State — one at Purulia
and the other at Bankura,
scheduled for Thursday.

“Can you (Banerjee) pre-
vent your defeat in this man-
ner?” he asked. On Modi invok-
ing the Bofors scandal, the BJP
president wondered if remind-

ing people what had happened
was tantamount to insulting
former PM Rajiv Gandhi.

“What wrong has PM
Narendra Modi done by saying
that the Bofors scam happened
during Rajiv Gandhi’s tenure...
Rahul baba says his father has
been insulted. Is it an insult to
be reminded of what had hap-
pened?” Shah said.

The BJP chief was referring
to Modi’s recent remarks at a
rally in Uttar Pradesh, where he
said that Rajiv Gandhi’s life
ended as “bhrashtachari no. 1”
(corrupt no. 1 ).
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Narendra Modi should get a
tight slap of democracy,” a

furious TMC supremo Mamata
Banerjee said on Tuesday, hit-
ting back at the prime minis-
ter for alleging repeatedly that
her Government is run by
extortionist syndicates.

She also questioned the
BJP’s nationalistic and patriot-
ic claims, saying it was an
“RSS man” who killed
Mahatma Gandhi. “I do not
bow my head in politics. When
Modi alleges that Trinamool
Congress is a party of syndi-
cates...Its government is run by
syndicates, I feel he should get
a tight slap of democracy (be
defeated in election),” she said
at a public meeting at
Raghunathpur in Purulia.

Calling Modi a prime min-
ister who is “known for telling
lies”, Banerjee said during his
visits to West Bengal for elec-
tion he says her Government
does not allow Durga Puja
and other Hindu rituals to be
performed. “Do you believe
those allegations?” she asked.

Joining issue with the PM
over his claim that she does not
allow people to chant “Jai Sri
Ram” and throw those who do
behind bars, she said, “I will not

join them (the BJP) in shout-
ing their slogan. I will rather
say Jai Hind.”

At another meeting at
Ranibandh in Bankura dis-
trict, she questioned BJP’s claim
of patriotism. “I do not know
who Gandhiji’s killers were. But
we know the name of
Nathuram Godse, an RSS man.
When you speak of patriotism
and serving the nation can you
tells us who was he?

“Did you fight for the
country’s independence? You
(the BJP) had supported the
British. Don’t you feel
ashamed?” Banerjee said.
Speaking in the same vein at

Barjora, also in Bankura dis-
trict, Banerjee said, “They (the
BJP) don’t revere Gandhiji and
Netaji as leaders of the nation
.... Modi should not sermonise
us on patriotism”.

A combative Banerjee
alleged that BJP starts doing
politics over Lord Ram during
elections. She said the saffron
party could not build even a
small Ram temple in the last
five years.

The TMC supremo assert-
ed Modi will not get a second
term in office as he failed to
bring in ‘acche din’ that he had
promised in 2014.

Instead, more than 12,000
farmers committed suicide,
factories got closed and three
crore jobs were lost.

However, she claimed,
while there was distress every-
where, income of those living
in West Bengal went up three-
fold. She accused the BJP of
orchestrating riots between
“Hindus and Muslims,
Muslims and Christians and
Muslims and adivasis” during
the last five years.

“I don’t tolerate rioters —
both Hindu and Muslim. We
want peace not unrest. We
(TMC) do not want Modi to
stay in power. We will help in
Government formation in
Delhi,” she added. 
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BSP supremo Mayawati and SP chief
Akhilesh Yadav on Tuesday said

their alliance will “shake the very roots”
of the BJP and dislodge the “chowkidar
of capitalists” from the Prime 
Minister’s chair.

Addressing election rallies in favour
of Mahagathbandhan candidates in
Machchlishahr and Jaunpur seats, they
also targeted the Congress, alleging that
it  is “anti-dalit” like the BJP and wants
the people to remain poor.

“BJP’s guru and chela are all set to
be out of power at the Centre,” Mayawati
said at a rally in Bhadohi, attacking
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and BJP
chief Amit Shah.

“This alliance is so strong that in the
2022 Assembly elections in UP, it will
send Yogi baba back in his mutt,”
Mayawati said, referring to Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.
The BSP supremo alleged that the BJP
tried to break their alliance, but she
“exposed” it in the media and gave a
“befitting reply” to the saffron party.

“The BJP is going out of power in
these elections... It has failed to fulfil the
promises made to the poor and the mid-
dle classes in 2014 elections ...Despite
all this the Prime Minister is seeking
votes again,” she said in Jaunpur.

Mayawati said, “Terror attacks are
taking place and the Government is
busy  in taking mileage of the Army’s
valour.” Terming Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as ‘chowkidar of capi-
talists”, she alleged that he helped the
rich become richer. She also alleged that
the GST and note ban were a “source
of corruption”.

Hitting out at the Congress,
Mayawati alleged “both BJP and
Congress are anti-dalits”.

Referring to the Congress’ Nyaya
scheme, she said the party which is
claiming to provide Rs 6,000 every

month to poor families “only wants peo-
ple to remain poor and helpless....
There is a need to remain vigilant from
them.” 

On Uttar Pradesh, she said farmers
in the state were facing immense hard-
ships because of stray cattle and blamed
the Aditynath Government for it. 

She also promised permanent jobs
if the SP-BSP alliance is voted to power
at the Centre.

In his address, Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav echoed
Mayawati’s view that both “BJP and
Congress are the same”.  “Had the
Congress worked earnestly since

Independence, there would not have
been the need for formation of SP and
BSP ...No one thought SP and BSP
would form an alliance. All efforts to
somehow break the alliance have failed.
After five phases of polling, the BJP’s
morale has also come down. Its leaders
and workers are worried,” he said. 

“These BJP people talk about secu-
rity of the country but could not reply
to questions of ‘roti and daal’ raised by
a BSF jawan,” he said referring to dis-
missed BSF jawan Tej Bahadur Yadav
whose nomination papers from
Varanasi were rejected. 

“BJP is standing on a foundation of

lies and our alliance will shake its very
roots...Perhaps the BJP is not aware that
this alliance is a storm. 

This time round, people will snatch
the chair of the chaiwala-turned-
chowkidar.... 

He said the alliance “will uproot the
BJP which is standing on the founda-
tion of lies and hatred. There is a wind
of change which is blowing... How can
the prime minister, who got scared of
a jawan in Varanasi, face terrorism and
naxalism.”

“Not only the public but animals
also are unhappy with this
Government,” he quipped. 
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Once considered to be the
bastion of Chief Minister

Yogi Adityanath and the safest
Lok Sabha seat for the
Bharatiya Janata Party in east-
ern Uttar Pradesh, Gorakhpur
has taken a queer turn, forcing
the ruling party to deploy all
resources at its command to
ensure the victory of its candi-
date, Bhojpuri star Ravi Kishan,
from this prestigious con-
stituency which goes to poll in
the seventh and last phase of
Lok Sabha elections on May 19.

The BJP won the
Gorakhpur seat from 1991 till
2018, when the party lost it in
the by-election to a joint oppo-
sition candidate. The bypoll
was necessitated due to resig-
nation of Yogi Adityanath from
Lok Sabha after he was elected
the UP Legislative Council
after becoming the Chief
Minister of UP.

“In this election, two con-
stituencies, Gorakhpur and
Amethi, have evoked maxi-
mum interest. The interest in
Amethi was due to the contest
between Union Minister and
BJP candidate Smriti Irani and
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi, who is seeking re-elec-
tion from his traditional seat.
In Gorakhpur, the focus is on
Yogi Adityanath. 

“The question is whether
the BJP will be able to wrest the
Gorakhpur seat from Samajwadi
Party this time,” said Nomita P
Kumar from the Giri Institute of
Development Studies.

Gorakhpur was considered
a BJP bastion because politics
in this impoverished region
revolved around Gorakhnath
Mutt. Earlier, Mahant
Avaidyanath represented the
Gorakhpur seat in Lok Sabha
but after his death, Yogi

Adityanath kept on winning
the seat since 1998.

But in 2018, Praveen Kumar
Nishad of Nishad Party con-
tested the bypoll to Gorakhpur
on SP ticket and defeated BJP’s
Upendra Dutt Shukla by over
21,000 votes. This was the first
experiment of opposition unity
which was replicated in Kairana
bypoll later.

Since then, Praveen Nishad
has joined the BJP and has been
fielded from Sant Kabir Nagar
constituency.

“The opposition was able
to win the Gorakhpur seat
because of the combination of
castes. Nishads, Dalits and
Muslims united and voted
against the BJP. Secondly, the
voting percentage in bypoll
was just 43 per cent, indicating
lack of interest among the vot-
ers,” Kumar said, adding that
the BJP leaders had
become complacent
about the outcome in
their ‘impregnable’
stronghold, an atti-
tude which
boomeranged.

The caste equa-
tion in Gorakhpur is
complex. There are
around 4.5 lakh Nishad votes

followed by 3.5 lakh Muslims
and around 1.5 lakh Dalits.
The upper castes account for
around 2 lakh votes.

To take advantage of this
equation, the SP-BSP-RLD
alliance has fielded former
minister in Akhilesh govern-
ment, Ram Bhuwal Nishad
from Gorakhpur. He is pitted
against BJP’s Ravi Kishan, a
Brahmin. The Congress has
fielded Madhusudan Tiwari
from the seat.

The trouble for the BJP
does not end here as one time
close confidant of Yogi
Adityanath, Sunil Singh, too
has jumped into the fray under
the banner of Hindu Yuva
Vahini Bharat. 

At one time, Singh was
considered the right hand man
of Yogi Adityanath. Singh’s for-
mer stature could prove detri-

mental for the BJP, as he
would definitely eat into a

chunk of BJP votes.
In this scenario, BJP’s

Ravi Kishan relies total-
ly on Yogi Adityanath.

Being a Bhojpuri
actor, he may draw

crowd but will his
charisma translate into

votes, only time will tell. 
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Accusing the Congress of
being far from ground real-

ity, the BJP on Tuesday said by
calling the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) as ‘Gabbar Singh
Tax’, the party had insulted
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

“The Congress leadership
does not know about the issues
faced by traders and had
unleashed inspector raj to
harass them. On the contrary
Modi ji thinks about the wel-
fare of traders,” Ravikant Garg,
chairperson of UP Vyapari
Kalyan Board told PTI here.

“What is the relevance of
calling GST as Gabbar Singh
Tax. Is it (tax money) going into
Modi ji’s pocket? You are insult-
ing the Prime Minister 
by making such statement,” 
he added.

The Opposition parties
have spread fear and misguid-
ed the people by portraying
GST as an evil whereas it has
given relief to the traders and
businessmen, Garg said.

“In the past there were 9
Central taxes, and 12 taxes
levied by the UP Government.
Initially the traders may have
faced teething trouble, as they
were not used to it, but the

problems were technical in
nature. As soon as the problems
were conveyed to the govern-
ment, the GST council
redressed them,” he said.

The UP Vyapari Kalyan
Board functions as a link
between the State Government
and businessmen and solves
the problems faced by traders
and entrepreneurs within a
fixed time, he said.

Referring to the BJP’s 2019
Sankalp Patra, he said that if the
party is voted to power, small
traders and marginal farmers
will get pension benefits after
60 years of age.

“Sankalp Patra talks about
setting up a National Traders
Welfare Board, new retail pol-
icy to boost retail trade, pension
scheme for small traders above
the age of 60 years, Rs 10 lakh
accidental insurance to all GST-
registered traders and credit
cards to traders on the lines of
Kisan Credit Cards,” he said. 
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Attacking the Congress for
raising questions on the

Rafale deal, Defence Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Tuesday said the Opposition
party must first give answers on
the Rs 3,600-crore
AgustaWestland VVIP chopper
deal and Backops before talk-
ing about the BJP and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on the
fighter jet deal.

“The Supreme Court has
given its verdict on the Rafale
deal. Not just the Congress,
somebody else had also gone
for a review, the Supreme Court
is seized of it. Also the CAG
(Comptroller and Auditor
General of India) has given its
report on Rafale (deal).

“But again talking about
it... I think it is on the Congress,

first of all, to have an enquiry
and give answer on
AgustaWestland (deal) and
also give answer on Backops
about which the party has spo-
ken. Before they talk about the
BJP and Modi ji or the Defence
Ministry, they themselves have
more to answer,” she said in
response to a query.

Attacking Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi, Union Minister
Arun Jaitley had recently said
Gandhi’s former business part-
ner, Ulrik Mcknight, at
Backops Ltd in the UK had got
offset defence contracts from
French defence supplier Naval
Group for Scorpene sub-
marines in 2011 during the
UPA rule.

He also alleged Gandhi
had a 65 per cent stake in
Backops between 2003 and
2009, when it was wound up.
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The Union Home Ministry
has deployed 15 companies

of paramilitary forces during
re-polling to the Tripura West
Lok Sabha seat where voting
took place on April 11, a top
police official said 
on Tuesday.

“On the advice of the
Election Commission (EC),
the Ministry has deployed 11
companies of the Border
Security Force and four of the
Central Reserve Police Force,”
the official told IANS on the
condition of anonymity.

However, the state Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO) Sriram
Taranikanti said that he was yet
receive an official confirmation
from the EC on the re-polls.

“I do not know when or in
how many polling stations re-
polling will be held. We have
sent our reports and recom-
mendations to the EC,” the
CEO told IANS.

Besides the Tripura West
seat, the State has a second con-
stituency — Tripura East —
which went to the polls on
April 23.

The Opposition Congress
and CPM has been demanding
the re-polls after they alleged
large-scale rigging, booth cap-
turing, intimidation and attacks
by the ruling BJP.

Tripura Pradesh Congress
Vice-President Pijush Kanti
Biswas on Tuesday reiterated
that if the EC did not hold the
re-polls, the party would move
the SC. 

“We have learnt that BJP
leaders in Delhi are influencing
the EC to hold re-polls only in
a few polling stations to ensure
their victory,” Biswas told the
media.

The CPI-M leaders held
several demonstrations in
Agartala and also in New Delhi
to highlight their demand.

Patna/Muzaffarpur: Four
police personnel were sus-
pended and a poll official was
issued show cause notice in
Bihars Muzaffarpur district on
Tuesday for keeping six EVMs
inside a hotel room while vot-
ing was on for the fifth phase,
a top official said.

The district authorities were,
however, quick to assert that
none of the EVMs were used or
their seals broken. The matter
came to light when several local
leaders of the Opposition
‘Mahagathbandhan’ noticed that
poll-related paraphernalia were
being taken inside a hotel by
Sector Magistrate Awadhesh
Kumar and raised an alarm.

Sector Magistrate
Awadhesh Kumar has been
served with a show cause notice
and based on his reply, which
has to come within 24 hours,
further action will be taken,”
Bihar Joint Chief Electoral
Officer Pravin Kumar Gupta
told a press conference in Patna.

“The four police personnel
a sub-inspector and three con-
stables  who accompanied him
have been suspended, he added.
Muzaffarpur district magistrate
and district election officer,
Alok Ranjan Ghosh dismissed
allegations of suspected misuse
of the EVMs. “None of the
EVMs were used for voting and
all were sealed. These were kept
in reserve meant for replacement
in case of a snag being reported
from anywhere, he said. PTI
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Enrolled under NTPC’s
‘Super 30 girls’ programme,

a Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) initia-
tive introduced by India’s
largest power generating com-
pany, 18 girls, out of 25, have
successfully qualified for the
IIT JEE mains.

The year-long residential
program, implemented with
an objective to coach students
belonging to economically
weaker families, brought these
aspirants a step closer to ful-
filling their dream of studying
in some of India’s premier
institutes.

As part of this noble ini-
tiative, rolled out in association
with the Centre for Social
Responsibility and Leadership
(CSRL), NTPC bears the entire
cost of boarding, lodging and
coaching for the girl students
belonging to underprivileged
families.

After an MoU was signed
between NTPC Northern
Region Head Quarter in
Lucknow and CSRL, New
Delhi, NTPC & CSRL jointly
initiated the 77.03 lakh-pro-
gram for 30 girls selected from
families living in the vicinity of
NTPC plants in the northern
region. 
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The US wants India to elim-
inate trade barriers for

American firms and remove
data localisation restrictions,
while expecting that the new
Government here will address
these issues, said visiting US
Commerce Secretary Wilbur
Ross Tuesday.

“Our goal is to eliminate
barriers to the US companies
operating here including data
localisation restrictions that
actually weaken data security
and increase the cost of doing
business,” he said here.

Ross was speaking at the
Trade Winds Forum and Trade
Mission. He is leading a dele-
gation of over 100 American
businesses in India.

“We applaud India’s com-
mitment to addressing some of
these barriers once the gov-
ernment is reformed probably
in the month of June,” he said
in his speech.

Ross also alleged that India
imposes very high import
duties on goods like automo-
biles, motorcycles, agri-prod-
ucts and alcoholic beverages.

“As President Trump has
said, trade relationships should
be based, and must be based,
on fairness and reciprocity.
But, currently, US businesses
face significant market access
barriers in India. These include
both tariff and non-tariff bar-

riers, as well as multiple prac-
tices and regulations that dis-
advantage foreign companies,”
he said.

He said that India’s average
applied tariffs rate is 13.8 per
cent and remains the “highest”
of any major world economy,
“the very highest”.

Citing examples, he said,
there is a 60 per cent tariff on
auto, while the US has 2.5 per
cent.

India has 50 per cent
import duty on motorcycles
and 150 per cent on alcoholic
beverages, “Just a few extreme
examples”, he added.

India imposes bound tar-
iff rates — maximum import
duty India can charge under
global trade rules of WTO —
on agricultural products at
the average of an “incredible”
113.5 per cent and some are as
high as 300 per cent, he said,
adding that “they are way 
too high”.

However, India’s trade
experts counter this by saying
that India is not a ‘tariff king’
and it has all the right to take
appropriate measures to protect
the interest of specific sectors
like agriculture.

“We are working diligent-
ly with the Indian Government
and our private sector partners
to address market access issues
through the US-India com-
mercial dialogue and through
the recently re-convened US

India-CEO forum,” Ross said.
Major obstacles being faced

by the US companies include
price controls on medical
devices and restrictive tariff
and inspections on electronics
and telecommunications 
products.

He noted that duties on
routers, switches and parts of
cellular phones are as high as
20 per cent.

In stark contrast, he said,
the duty on these products
imported by the US from India
is zero.

“Zero versus 20 per cent.
That’s not a justified imbalance.
These high tariffs undermine
India’s goal of improving digi-
tal access and literacy,” Ross
added.

He expects that the new
government will look at these
matters.

“In the World Bank’s Ease
of Doing Business report, India
climbed an impressive 23 spots
this year but it still ranks 77 out
of 190 countries. So, there is
lots of room for further
improvement,” he said.

He also mentioned that
India is the US’ 13th largest
export market due to “overly
restrictive” market access bar-
riers.

Referring to trade imbal-
ance with India, the commerce
secretary said the US accounts
for 20 per cent of India’s total
exports.
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The rupee on Tuesday
slipped further by 3 paise to

close at 69.43 against the US
currency due to fag-end dollar
demand from banks and
importers amid sustained for-
eign fund outflows.

Losses in the domestic
equity market and a strength-
ening dollar against major cur-
rencies overseas amid trade
worries also weighed on the
local unit, forex traders said.

Investor sentiment took a
beating after IMF chief
Christine Lagarde said US-
China trade tensions were a
‘threat’ to the world economy.

Crude oil prices also
dropped further on growth
concerns. Brent crude futures
declined 1.19 per cent to trade
at $70.39 per barrel.

The rupee opened flat at
69.40 and later rose to the day’s
high of 69.29 at the interbank
forex market. However, it failed
to maintain gains and touched
intra-day low of 69.46 against
the US dollar. It finally settled
at 69.43, down 3 paise from the
previous close.

The rupee had settled 18
paise lower at 69.40 against the
US dollar Monday.

“Rupee is consolidating in

narrow range,” V K Sharma,
Head PCG & Capital Markets
Strategy, HDFC Securities
commented.

The rupee came under pres-
sure following a massive selloff
in the domestic equity markets.

The BSE Sensex ended
323.71 points, or 0.84 per cent,
lower at 38,276.63. The index
hit an intra-day low of
38,236.18 and a high of
8,835.54.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty
dropped 100.35 points to set-
tle below the 11,500 level at
11,497.90. During the day, the
bourse hit a low of 11,484.45
and a high of 11,657.05.

Foreign investors were net
sellers in capital markets
Monday pulling out assets worth
Rs 948 crore on a net basis, pro-
visional exchange data showed.

Meanwhile, the Dollar
Index which gauges the green-
back’s strength against a basket
of six currencies, rose 0.04 per
cent to 97.55.

Meanwhile, Financial
Benchmark India Private Ltd
(FBIL) set the reference rate for
the rupee/dollar at 69.3095
and for rupee/euro at 77.7010.
The reference rate for
rupee/British pound was fixed
at 90.9706 and for rupee/100
Japanese yen at 62.59. 
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The head of the International
Monetary Fund said on

Tuesday that fresh trade ten-
sions between the United States
and China were the main threat
to the world economy.

“Clearly the tensions
between the United States and
China are the threat for the
world economy,” Christine
Lagarde told journalists at a con-
ference in Paris, adding that
recent “rumours and tweets”
made an agreement between the
countries less likely.

President Donald Trump
jolted global markets on Monday
by threatening on Twitter that
tariffs already imposed on $200
billion in Chinese exports to US
would more than double to 25
per cent on Friday from their
current level of 10 per cent.

Also speaking at the Paris
Forum event, French Economy
Minister Bruno Le Maire
warned about the impact of a
trade war between the world’s
two biggest economies.

“We are following the current
negotiations very closely between
China and the United Staters and
we want them to respect the prin-
cipals of transparency and mul-
tilateralism,” he said.

He called on the two sides
to “avoid taking decisions that
would threaten and would
undermine global growth in
the months ahead.”
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Goods and Services Tax
(GST) regime in India is

not likely to reduce the deficits
of state governments signifi-
cantly, amid large and growing
expenditure mandates for the
social sector as well as capital
spending, says a report.

According to S&P Global
Ratings the institutional frame-
work for Indian states is evolv-
ing, but there is structural
deficits due to persistent rev-
enue expenditure mismatch.

S&P Global Ratings cred-
it analyst YeeFarn Phua in the
report titled “Public Finance

System Overview: Indian
States” noted that the passage
of the GST bill in 2017 is a
major overhaul of tax structure
and will help to widen the tax
base and improve revenues of
state governments.

“However, states will con-
tinue to run large deficits
because a significant part of
this imbalance is from the
expenditure side. States are
unable to cut expenditures
because of large and growing
expenditure mandates for the
social sector as well as capital
spending. Therefore, the rev-
enue-expenditure gap will
remain large,” said Phua.
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Booking.com, a digital trav-
el e-commerce company,

announced the extension of
their scholarship initiative to
two leading STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) studies univer-
sities in India. These scholar-
ships build on an initiative
launched by Booking.com in
2017 to encourage more
women into the global tech
industry by supporting their
ongoing STEM education, with
the goal to help close the gen-
der gap in technology and
open up more opportunities
for women to pursue tech
careers.
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Under its Saamarth project,
Rubber Skill Development

Council (RSDC), the sector skill
council for Rubber & Tyre sec-
tor in the country, has launched
a major drive to skill up tyre
mechanics dotting the length &
breadth of India.  As many as
12000 tyre mechanics are being
upskilled across the State high-
ways of Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu
and Odisha under this project.

The skill training of tyre
mechanics popularly known as
tyre fitters has won RSDC the
coveted ATMA Tyre safety part-
ner award at the recently held
ATMA Annual Convention 2019.
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Three senior officials of the
NSE resumed work at the

same position Tuesday, after
being getting an interim relief
from the Securities Appellate
Tribunal (SAT) after being
barred by the regulator Sebi in
the co-location case last week.

The Sebi had barred the
three NSE officials from hold-
ing any office in any stock
exchange for colluding with
brokerages which were found

guilty of  gaining an unfair
advantage over others by plac-
ing their in close proximity the
main servers of the exchange.

“The three have resumed
work in the same positions as
they were holding earlier,” a
source in the know of the
development said.

The three are Ravi Varansi,
head of business development;
Nagendra Kumar SRVS, head
of membership department;
and Deviprasad Singh, head of
colocation support.

/
(�0
����	���
������
��
����
��1���
����	�
����2���
�����

����� 123�'2%(#

Commerce and Industry
Minister Suresh Prabhu

Tuesday made a case for a
Government-to-Government
agreement between India and
the US to facilitate private
companies in both the 
countries.

“Can we have Government-
to-Government agreement in
which we will make sure that the
policy support that is required
for private sector emanates from
this umbrella agreement,” he said
here a function, which was
attended by the US business del-
egation, led by US Commerce
Secretary Wilbur Ross.

Prabhu said public policies
may sometimes create chal-
lenges for corporates “but if we
have a government-to-govern-
ment agreement, we can clear-
ly spell out the certainty, sta-
bility, forward-looking poli-
cies and this will facilitate
companies to prepare their
corporate plans”.

He also expressed hope
that issues being faced by busi-
nesses in India and the US can
be sorted out in a way that ben-
efits both the countries.

“I can clearly see that issues
can be sorted out in a way that

benefits both the countries,”
Prabhu said one needs to look
at big picture and make sure
that irritants are tackled in a
manner that helps foster this
relationship.

The remarks assumes sig-
nificance as Indian companies
are raising issues like restrictive
visa regime in the US,
American firms are flagging
concerns related to India’s intel-
lectual property policies and e-
commerce norms.

Prabhu said India’s econo-
my is expected to touch $5 tril-
lion in the next 7-8 years and
$10 trillion by 2035 and in this,
US companies can help.

“These numbers are possi-
ble to achieve only when we
have friends like you (the US).
With this growth, US compa-
nies will also benefit,” he added.

Further, the commerce
minister said that in the US,
President Donald Trump’s slo-
gan that let’s “Make America
Great Again”, “I would add and
say let’s Make America Great
Again by making India-US
relationship far better again”.

Speaking on the occasion,
Ross said, “I think we should
rephrase that (slogan) to MAG-
AWIC — Make America Great
Again with Indian
Cooperation.” 
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Maharashtra Government-
backed non-banking

financial company Sicom is
looking to raise around �400
crore to help it come out of the
lending curbs clamped on it by
the Reserve Bank, a top official
said Tuesday.

The company, focused on
financing infrastructure and
industries in the State, is
expected to seek cabinet
approval for fund-raising as
soon as the model code of con-
duct ends. 

As per the FY18 annual
report, its net NPA stood at
33.77 percent down from 35.79
percent March 2017.
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The lenders to the crippled
Reliance Communications

(RCom) on Tuesday moved
NCLT to appoint a new reso-
lution professional and form a
committee of creditors, the
first step to begin the bank-
ruptcy process of the Anil
Ambani group company that
owes close to �50,000 crore
RPT crore to 31 lenders led by
State Bank of India.

Meanwhile, RCom
through the existing resolution
professional,  sought 13 months
exclusion in the insolvency
process citing the stays it had
on the process by the appellate
tribunal and the Supreme
Court.

The RP sought the exclu-
sion from April 30, 2018 to
May 30, 2019 as the initial
insolvency proceedings was
stayed by the National
Company Law Appellate
Tribunal (NCLAT) and later by
the apex court.

RCom was in trouble for
years forcing it to discontinue
operations two years ago. Its
effort to stave off bankruptcy
by selling spectrum to Reliance
Jio got scuttled after the long
legal and Government delays
for approvals.

Also, the company has

not been successful to meet
any of the several publicly
made promises to pay back
the lenders by monetising
real  estate and 
spectrum assets.

Last month company
chairman Anil Ambani man-
aged to avoid a contempt of the
Supreme Court and a possible
jail term after a last-minute
bailout by elder brother
Mukesh who extended him
over �480 crore to pay back
vendor Ericsson, which was the
first operational creditor to
drag it to NCLT last year.

Earlier, China
Development Bank from which
RCom had borrowed over  $1

billion, had dragged it to the
NCLT which was settled after
giving a portion of its head-
quarters DAKC in the nearby
Navi Mumbai.

On May 3, SBI held a
meeting to shortlist an RP
after issuing a request for pro-
posal in April for a new RP.

RCom’s committee of cred-
itors will have to approve a new
RP with a 66 percent vote after
the NCLT starts the insolven-
cy process.

The Mumbai bench com-
prising of VP Singh and
Ravikumar Duraisamy direct-
ed the existing RP to file a
progress report by May 30
when it will hear the matter. 
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German sports car maker
and Volkswagen sub-

sidiary Porsche will pay a 535-
million-euro ($598 million)
fine over diesel vehicles that
emitted more harmful pollu-
tants than allowed, Stuttgart
prosecutors said Tuesday.

"The Stuttgart prosecutor's
office has levied a 535-million-
euro fine against Porsche AG
for negligence in quality con-
trol," the investigators said.

Porsche "abstained from a
legal challenge" against the deci-
sion, the prosecutors office added.

Tuesday's levy against
Porsche is the latest in a string
of fines against VW over its
years-long "dieselgate" 
scandal.

The auto behemoth admit-
ted in 2015 to manipulating 11
million vehicles worldwide to
appear less polluting in labo-
ratory tests than they were in
real driving conditions.

Following fines against
VW, high-end subsidiary Audi
and now Porsche, no further
investigations over "adminis-
trative offences" remain open
against the group, a spokesman
told AFP.
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Atletico Madrid captain
Diego Godin announced

on Tuesday that he will leave
the club at the end of the sea-
son.

Godin has been one of the
best central defenders in the
world under Atletico coach
Diego Simeone, who attended
an emotional press conference
at the Wanda Metropolitano,
along with several players and
president Enrique Cerezo.

The 33-year-old would not
confirm his next club but indi-
cated regret at not being able to
agree a new contract.

"I'm nervous, even more

than for a match," said a tear-
ful Godin. "These will be my
final days at Atletico Madrid. I
want to communicate all the
love I have for this club, this
shirt.

"I am Atletico, because this
is not a club, it's a family and a
way of life. It has been my
home and it's very hard to say
goodbye. I never imagined this
moment would come and I am
not prepared."

Godin has made 381
appearances for Atletico and
remains a key figure in the
team, but the Uruguayan has
rejected offers to extend his
contract, which expires on
June 30.

He is unlikely to be the last
high-profile player to leave
Atletico this summer.

After a disappointing sea-
son, Lucas Hernandez
has already agreed to
join Bayern Munich,
while uncertainty
hangs over the futures
of Filipe Luis,
Juanfran, Thomas
Partey, Saul Niguez
and even Antoine
Griezmann.

"In short, I am captain of
the team and have been here
many years," said Godin. "We
have not reached an agreement
to continue so my time here is
over. It has been the best of my

career and my life."
Godin added: "I would like

to play here until I'm 40 but it's
impossible. For me the priori-

ty has always been the
club, the team, my
teammates.

"But we could not
reach an agreement so
I have decided to leave.
There's nothing more
to it than that."

Since joining
Atletico from Villarreal in

2010, Godin has won La Liga,
the Copa del Rey and the
Europa League twice. He also
reached the Champions League
final in 2014 and 2016. Atletico
lost both to Real Madrid.
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Manchester City manager
Pep Guardiola led the
tributes to Vincent

Kompany after the Belgian's thun-
derous strike earned a nervy 1-0
win over Leicester City on
Monday to move the English
champions to within one win of
retaining the Premier League.

City moved back one
point clear of Liverpool
despite not being at their
fluent best as centre-back
Kompany unleashed a long-
range shot into the top cor-
ner 20 minutes from time.

Guardiola's men will
become the first side in a
decade to retain the title at
Brighton on Sunday as
long as they match or bet-
ter the Reds' result at home to
Wolves.

Kompany, who has endured
terrible luck with injuries over
recent years, was in tears as he led

a lap of honour with his children
to mark City's final home game of
the season and may have played
for the last time at the Etihad with
his contract expiring at the end of
the campaign.

"There are players that help us
to be where we are right now," said
Guardiola. "Vincent is one of
them.

"When is fit he is an
incredible central defender.

He is beloved, he is a leader.
I'm happy for him, for the
club, for everybody."

After edging past
Newcastle 3-2 on
Saturday night,
Liverpool, who have not
won the league since
1990, were left praying
that former manager
Brendan Rodgers could

do them a favour at the
Etihad.

Leicester's marked improve-
ment since Rodgers took charge
in February was on show in an

impressive display from the visi-
tors as City were made to sweat
but just got over the line for a vital
three points.

And Guardiola admitted he
had urged Kompany not to shoot
as he lined up his first goal from
outside the box since he was
playing for Hamburg in 2007.

"It's not about the amount of
goals you score it's about when
you score them. Today it was nec-
essary," said Kompany.
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"Every step in the last four

months was significant. Liverpool
keep making the steps and now
we have a f inal to play in
Brighton, Nothing is won yet."

City have now won 13 consec-
utive league games to overhaul a
seven-point deficit at the top of
the table in January and Guardiola
claimed it is his side that have had
to play under pressure despite
Liverpool's 29-year wait to win the
title.

"It was outstanding the way
we played in the second-half.
The character, the personality,
knowing how difficult it is," added
Guardiola.

"Right now Liverpool play
without pressure. We have the
pressure, we know we can lose it
because it is in our hands."

Sergio Aguero came closest to
opening the scoring before the
break with a header that clipped
the inside of the post and was
palmed clear by Kasper
Schmeichel.

Yet, it was not until after the
break that City upped the tempo
to lay siege on the Leicester goal.

City thought their moment
had come when the ball fell kind-
ly for Aguero inside the area, only
for Schmeichel to make a mirac-
ulous stop.

Guardiola's men have now
scored 157 goals this season but
there will not be a more spectac-
ular or unexpected one than that
which may deliver the title.

Kompany looked short of
options as he strode forward
before unleashing a rocket of a
shot that arrowed into the top cor-
ner.

"At the end of the season we
are going to talk to him," said
Guardiola on whether Kompany
will be handed a new deal.

"He is an incredible human
being. He helped me a lot since
I've been here. Always we can
count on him for his personality."

Leicester still had a huge
chance to answer Liverpool's
prayers three minutes from time.

But against his former club
Kelechi Iheanacho shot wide with
just Ederson to beat and a titan-
ic tussle for the title remains in
City's hands heading into the
final day.

"He should score, I've said
that to him afterwards," said
Rodgers.

"We didn't  have many
chances, but the one that came
he's got to score that."

����� 3$�(#10�41�'�

Tiger Woods, fresh off his epic
comeback victory in the Masters,

was awarded the Presidential Medal of
Freedom by President Donald Trump
at the White House on Monday.

Presenting the golfing great with
the nation's highest honor, Trump
praised Woods' "relentless will to win,
win, win."

"These qualities embody the
American spirit of pushing boundaries,
defying limits and always striving for
greatness," the president said.

Trump congratulated Woods on
"your amazing comeback and your
amazing life and for giving sports fans
a lifetime of memories.

"We can't wait to see what's next,
Tiger," said Trump, an avid golfer and
owner of several golf courses around
the world.

Woods, 43, choked up as he
thanked his mother, his two children,
his girlfriend and his caddy during the
ceremony in the White House Rose
Garden.

"You have seen the good and the
bad, the highs and the lows," said
Woods, who battled back from injury
to win the Masters last month, his first

major title since the 2008 US Open.
"I have tried to hang in there and

I have tried to come back and play the
great game of golf again," Woods
said. "I have been lucky enough to have
had the opportunity to do it again."

He said his Masters victory was
"probably the highlight of what I have

accomplished so far in my life on the
golf course.

"To have had that type of experi-
ence and to be able to come out on top
and win," he said.

Woods' Masters was his 15th
major title, leaving him just three short
of the record held by Nicklaus.
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Novak Djokovic needed just
65 minutes to make a

winning start at the Madrid
Open on Tuesday, hammering
Taylor Fritz 6-4, 6-2 to reach
the third round.

The top seed and world
number one broke three times
as he schooled the American.

Djokovic won the Madrid
title in 2011 and 2016. He will
be chasing a fourth straight
Grand Slam trophy at Roland
Garros next month.

Third seed Roger Federer
was making his clay return
after two full seasons off the
surface when he faced
Frenchman Richard Gasquet
later in the second round after
a bye.

Unseeded treble Grand
Slam champion Stan
Wawrinka started his Madrid
campaign with a 6-2, 6-3 win
over Pierre-Hugues Herbert to
move into the second round.

"It was a great first match.
I've been good on the practice
court, feeling really good, so it
was important to start well
today," Wawrinka said.

Wawrinka will next play
Argentine Guido Pella, who

put out Barcelona finalist
Daniil Medvedev 6-2, 1-6, 6-
3.

In the women's WTA
draw, third seed and two-time
champion Simona Halep of
Romania ended the hopes of
Johanna Konta 7-5, 6-1 in the
second round.

The Briton had made a
dash to Madrid on Sunday
evening after playing the Rabat
clay final. Konta won her
opening match against Alison
Riske but could not match
Halep, the defending French
Open champion.

"I feel good every time
when I come to Madrid and
I'm happy to be back and
winning matches," Halep said.

"It was a good match. Both
of us played very well and, in
the end, I was a bit stronger
mentally and I found a
rhythm."

Fourth seed Angelique
Kerber withdrew before her
second-round match.

The defending
Wimbledon champion is suf-
fering from a right ankle
injury.

Kerber was to have played
in the evening session against
Croatian Petra Martic.
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India's growing strength in junior
golf has been amplified with the

qualification of as many as 32
players in various age-group com-
petitions under the global banner
of the US Kids Golf. The 32 kids are
from as many as 13 age groups —
eight among boys and five among
girls. The 32 comprise 20 boys and
12 girls, who are now eligible with
Priority Status for US Kids global
events in Europe and some of
them will also be eligible for World
Championships, depending on
their status.

Of the five categories of
Priority Status, Burgundy status
holders will be eligible for US Kids
World Championships and 13 of
the 32 Indian players have earned
the Burgundy status on the basis of
their scoring. Of the remaining, 14
have Orange Status and five have
Blue Status.

The opportunity to play on
international courses also readies
the youngsters to play on

Championship courses where the
world's best compete annually.
This year the European segment of
US Kids will see the players prac-
tice and play at courses like the
Renaissance, Gullane, Craigelaw,
Archerfield Links and others.

Each age-group's competition
is held at a different venue and all
the events are scheduled for the last
week of May.

Gullane is where the presti-
gious Scottish Open was held last
year with India's Shubhankar
Sharma playing it for the first
time, while this year's Scottish
Open is scheduled to be held at the
Renaissance, so the UK Kids Golf
events will give the teen and pre-
teens a chance to see and play
course they will hope to play on as
adults later on.

A lot of the youngsters who
have achieved Priority Status this
season will be playing in Europe for
the first time, adding to their expe-
rience of playing in quality cours-
es in India and Asia and now
Europe.
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Mauricio Pochettino has chal-
lenged Tottenham to seize

their unexpected chance to make
history as they try to overturn a 1-
0 deficit against Ajax in the
Champions League semi-final sec-
ond leg on Wednesday.

Pochettino is convinced
Tottenham can still reach the club's
maiden Champions League final
despite losing the first leg in north
London last week.

Many pundits and fans claim
Tottenham have blown their
opportunity after Donny van de
Beek's strike gave Ajax a priceless
lead to defend in Amsterdam.

Tottenham go into their biggest
game for decades on a low note
after losing 1-0 at Bournemouth on
Saturday, a defeat that stopped
them wrapping up a place in
next season's Champions
League via a top-four finish
in the Premier League.

It was a third successive
loss in all competitions for
Tottenham, who fin-
ished with nine men
after red cards for Son
Heung-min and Juan
Foyth.

Fortunately for Tottenham,
they are still all but certain to fin-
ish at least fourth after Arsenal and
Manchester United were both held
to draws on Sunday.

Tottenham are three points
clear of fifth-placed Arsenal head-
ing into their last league game of
the season against Everton on
Sunday and a draw will be enough
to ensure their return to Europe's
elite club competition.

But before that Tottenham,
trying to reach their first European
final since the 1984 UEFA Cup,
have to focus on the challenge pre-
sented by Ajax's vibrant young side.

Having already eliminated Real
Madrid and Juventus this season,
Ajax showed their vast potential

against Tottenham in the first leg
and should have been further
ahead after Van de Beek's opener.

Tottenham improved slightly
in the second half, but largely
looked toothless without the sus-
pended Son and injured top scor-
er Harry Kane.

Crucially, Pochettino will have
Son back from his ban for the sec-
ond leg and the South Korea for-
ward should give his team a far
more dynamic look.
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Pochettino remained upbeat

despite the frustration of losing to
Nathan Ake's last-minute goal at

Bournemouth, and the
Tottenham manager hopes his
confident attitude transfers
to his players against Ajax.

"We have ahead two 'finals'
against Ajax and Everton and

it's in our hands to be
in a good position at
the end of the season,"

Pochettino said.
Although Tottenham

will know they have missed a
golden opportunity to reach the
final if they don't succeed in the
second leg, Pochettino is adamant
his players have done more than
enough already to make him proud
of their efforts this term.

"No-one believed we'd be in
this position in the last week of the
competition," Pochettino said.

"We are in a position where it
depends on us to be in the
(Champions League) final or not
and then it depends on us to fin-
ish in the top four.

"It's a massive week and that's
why we need to move on, try to
recover as soon as possible and be
ready again but whatever happens
I am going to feel proud."
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South Africa suffered a blow ahead of the World
Cup with fast bowler Anrich Nortje being ruled

out of the tournament due to a fractured thumb.
Chris Morris has been called up as his replace-

ment for the mega-event, commencing on May 30.
Nortje overcame ankle and shoulder injuries

over the course of the summer before he could make
his international debut in March this year. On the
basis of his performances, the 25-year-old was select-
ed in South Africa's World Cup squad.

Unfortunately, Nortje fractured his right thumb
while practising in the nets, and it has now been con-
firmed that he would need six to eight weeks rest
to recover fully.

The 32-year-old all-rounder Morris, who has not
played an ODI in more than a year, has replaced
Nortje in the 15-member squad.
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Considering that David Warner can
be much more destructive than any

other batsman during the field restric-
tions, he must open for Australia along-
side Aaron Finch at the World Cup, sug-
gests former selector Mark Waugh.

Usman Khawaja has scored more
ODI runs (769) for Australia this year
than anyone else and formed a formi-
dable opening combination with along
Finch during Australia's two most
recent ODI series against India and
Pakistan but Waugh thinks Warner is
still the best option.

"I would definitely have him
(Warner) opening. He is the number

one opener in my opinion, so he has got
to open with Finch," Waugh told the Big
Sports Breakfast radio program.

"He is the most dangerous when the
field is up and the field restrictions are
in place and he can get the team off to

a flyer."
The left-handed Warner has been

in excellent touch as he scored lot of runs
at the top of the order in the IPL. In fact,
all his 104 ODI innings for Australia has
come as an opener.

Waugh feels Khawaja and Shaun
Marsh are the best options to bat at
number three, while the remainder of
Australia's batting order looks pretty
clear cut.

"I think either Khawaja or Shaun
Marsh bat at three and they should be
fighting for that spot," he said.

"The rest probably picks itself...With
(Steve) Smith at four, (Glenn) Maxwell
(at) five, (Marcus) Stoinis (at) six and
(Alex) Carey (at) seven."
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Explosive opener Chris
Gayle has been named

vice-captain of the West Indies
team for the World Cup.

Gayle, who is set to retire
from ODIs after his fifth
World Cup appearance, is in
top form going into the tour-
nament, having scored close to
500 runs in the IPL. He was
also in devastating form in the
home series against England,
hitting two hundreds and as
many half-centuries in the
five-match series.

"It is always an honour to
represent the West Indies in
any format and this World
Cup for me is special," Gayle
said after being named Jason
Holder's deputy on Monday.

Gayle is a former West
Indies captain who last led the
regional side in June 2010.

"As a senior player, it is my
responsibility to support the
captain and everyone else in
the team. This will probably be

the biggest World Cup, so
there will be great expectations
and I know we will do very
well for the people of the
West Indies," said the 39-year-
old, who has amassed 10151
runs in 289 ODIs at 38.16.

It was also announced
that Shai Hope will be the vice-
captain in the on-going tri-
series in Ireland involving the
hosts and Bangladesh.
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England head coach Trevor Bayliss
says Alex Hales still has an interna-

tional future despite being axed from
the World Cup squad after he report-
edly failed a second positive test for
recreational drug use.

The Nottinghamshire player was
named in England's preliminary 15-
man squad for the tournament only to
be withdrawn last week.

Bayliss said the door is open for the
hard-hitting 30-year-old batsman, who
has played 70 one-day internationals
and 60 Twenty20 internationals.

"Alex still has an international
future," Bayliss told Sky Sports. "I have
spoken to him and given him that mes-
sage.

"It's certainly not the end of him.
He's a very important player and there
is no reason why he can't come back."

He added: "I think we've come to
the right decision. Being respected off
the field as well as on it is very impor-
tant."

The English head coach  also said
that the selectors would have to make
a "very difficult decision" following the
impressive form of newcomer Jofra
Archer, who made his debut against
Ireland last week.

Speaking about the Barbados-born
all-rounder, Bayliss said: "He's fitted into
the group extremely well. I thought he
bowled some good spells in Ireland
without too much luck and I thought he
bowled pretty well in the T20 match a
couple of days ago.

"It's all looking good. It's going to
be a very difficult decision for the selec-
tors, whichever way we go."
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The road to the final has
become difficult but Delhi

Capitals have the means to drive
their way through the obstacles,
starting with the eliminator
against Sunrisers Hyderabad here
on Wednesday.

Re-branded before the start of
the 12th season, Delhi Capitals
have been one of the top sides in
this edition, playing cricket never
seen before from them.

It is a bit harsh on Delhi
Capitals that they are playing the
do-or-die game despite securing
18 points after nine wins and five
losses from 14 matches.

Despite winning three match-
es more than Hyderabad, severe-
ly weakened by the departure of
David Warner and Jonny Bairstow
for their World Cup national
camps, DC find themselves in the
same boat as SRH and a defeat will
knock them out of the league.

Delhi Capitals have never
reached the IPL final, never made
the top-two,  and ventured into the
top-four for the first time since
2012.

Considering the results and
consistency, it seemed DC's search
for that elusive winning combina-
tion has finally ended, which
brought the smiles back on the
faces of fans after years of disap-
pointment.

Picked in the trading window,
India opener Shikhar Dhawan
lived up to the expectations of the
team management and franchise,
scoring over 450 runs.

Along with the young Prithvi
Shaw, the experienced Dhawan
formed a fine opening combina-
tion, and scored briskly in the

powerplay overs.
Skipper Shreyas Iyer (over

400 runs) showed immense matu-
rity while leading the side and also
played some substantial knocks.

Ignored from the World Cup
squad, Rishabh Pant has proved
his worth in the side with his
handy cameos at crucial junc-
tures.

They will miss the services of
pace spearhead Kagiso Rabada
but DC have enough firepower in
bowling to surprise SRH, who
became the first team in IPL his-
tory to qualify for the playoffs
with 12 points.

While the duo of Warner and
Bairstow played a pivotal role in
SRH's performances and domi-
nated the powerplay better than
other teams, the likes of Manish
Pandey stepped in after they left
to be with their respective nation-
al teams.

In bowling, Rashid Khan,
Bhuvneswar Kumar and Khaleel
Ahmed have done just enough to
help Sunrisers Hyderabad keep
things.

In Kane Williamson, SRH
have a dependable captain and he
will expect a little more from his
New Zealand team-mate Martin
Guptill.

It will be another opportuni-
ty for Vijay Shankar to make a
mark before flying to the United
Kingdom for the World Cup.
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Injury and poor form made it
a forgettable IPL season for

Afghanistan spinner Mujeeb ur
Rahman but the time away
from the field was well spent as
he picked on Kings XI Punjab
skipper Ravichandran Ashwin's
brain ahead of the World Cup
in England.

A shoulder injury meant
that the 18-year-old wasn't at
his best during the cash-rich
league, getting only three wick-
ets in five games with an
expensive economy rate of
10.05 runs per over.

"I have learnt a lot having
spend quality time with
Ravichandran Ashwin in the
KXIP set-up. He has given me
a lot of useful tips and I am sure
that I will execute those plans
in the World Cup. During this
edition of IPL, my shoulder
injury was an issue. But now I
am fully fit for the World
Cup," Mujeeb told reporters at
a promotional event to
announce Amul's association

with Afghanistan national
team.

While he hasn't played
many matches this year, the
best part about IPL according
to Mujeeb is the opportunity to
bowl at some of the prospective
World Cup opponents.

"The IPL schedule is so
hectic and you are travelling a
lot. It's not that you get a lot of
chance to talk about the game.
But since you get a chance to
bowl in matches where there
are batsmen who will be there
in the World Cup, it helps a lot,"
said the Afghan teenager.

Asked if he faced the sec-
ond season blues, something
which was evident when he
went for 66 runs in his four
overs against Sunrisers
Hyderabad, Mujeeb said it was
part and parcel of cricket.

"You will have a few bad
days and it's just that you have
to be consistent with your line
and length," Mujeeb said.

The youngster is hopeful
that along with senior spinners
Rashid Khan and Mohammed

Nabi, it will be a better World
Cup for Afghanistan compared
to the 2015 edition when they
were making debut.

"Our aim is to at least
qualify for the semi-finals. All
three of us have different
strengths and the main thing
that we discuss on-field is to
stick to our respective plans.
The basic plan is to consistent-
ly bowl good areas and hope-
fully we will be able to do that,"
he said. 

Meanwhile, Afghanistan
chief selector Dawlat Khan
Ahmadzai justified the unex-
pected sacking of ODI skipper
Asghar Afghan ahead of the
World Cup, saying the decision
was taken looking at the long-
term future of the team.

"We realised that we can't
win the World Cup at this
moment under Asghar's cap-
taincy or anyone else who
would have been in charge. We
made the decision not just
thinking about this World Cup,
we are thinking about the 2023
edition.
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Mahendra Singh Dhoni failed to
launch a brutal assault on a slug-
gish pitch but did enough in

company of Ambati Rayudu to propel
Chennai Super Kings to 131 for 4 against
Mumbai Indians in the first IPL Qualifier
on Tuesday.

The CSK total was built largely on a
fifth wicket stand of 66 off 48 balls
between Dhoni (37 no off 29 balls) and
Rayudu (42 no off 37 balls) when other
batsmen found going tough.

Dhoni smashed Lasith Malinga for
two huge sixes in the penultimate over
to provide impetus to the CSK innings,
which was stymied by the MI bowlers,
especially the spinners.

MI leg-spinner Rahul Chahar con-
tinued his impressive season, with a
superb spell of 2 for 14 in his quota of 4
overs. He kept the batsmen on a leash
with turn and bounce.

CSK didn't get off to a good start, los-
ing three wickets in the Powerplay, as MI
skipper Rohit Sharma used five different
bowlers in the first five overs.

The visiting team kept things under
control in the Powerplay, restricting
CSK to 32 runs while picking up three
wickets.

At the halfway stage, CSK barely
managed to reach 50, which was a sign
of their struggles.

Faf du Plessis (6) got one from Rahul
that bounced a bit more as his cut went
straight to substitute fielder Anmolpreet
Singh at backward point.

Suresh Raina's (5) attempt to slog
Jayant Yadav resulted in a skier which the
bowler took with ease.

Shane Watson, who struggled for
form, played a trademark pull off Jasprit
Bumrah, but fell going for a big hit off
Krunal Pandya, taken brilliantly by
Jayant Yadav running backwards from his
mid-on position.

Murali Vijay attempted to consolidate
in Watson's company and succeeded to
an extent, before being stumped by
Quinton de Kock off Rahul Chahar for
26 (26 balls, 3X4).

Dhoni hit the first six of the match
in the 14th over, lofting Jayant (1/25 in
3 overs) over long-on. Rayudu on the
other hand hit three fours and a six and
concentrating taking the singles and dou-
bles with boundaries hard to come by. 
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