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united Opposition on
A
Thursday came out in support of West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
after the Election Commission’s
decision to cut short campaigning by 20 hours in the
State in the aftermath of clashes between Trinamool
Congress (TMC) and BJP
workers during Amit Shah’s
roadshow on Tuesday evening.
A delegation of the
Opposition leaders, led by
Congress leader Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, took up the
issue with the EC.
Opposition leaders in the
delegation — Singhvi, BSP
chief Mayawati, Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu, Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) chief
Arvind Kejriwal, CPI (M) general secretary Sitaram Yechury,
DMK chief MK Stalin, and
AIMIM chief Asaduddin
Owaisi — questioned the logic
behind EC’s decision to cut
short campaigning. They asked
what prevented the poll body
from stopping the election
campaigning immediately.
In first such action in
India’s electoral history, the
EC had on Wednesday ordered
campaigning in nine West
Bengal constituencies to end at
10 pm on Thursday, a day
before its scheduled deadline,
following violence between
BJP and TMC workers in
Kolkata during a roadshow by
BJP chief Amit Shah.
Earlier, Mayawati came out
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in support of Mamata Banerjee.
“Election Commission has
banned campaigning in West
Bengal, but from 10 pm today
just because the PM has two
rallies during the day. When
they had to put a ban why not
from morning? This is unfair.
the EC is acting under pressure,” the BSP chief said.
Mayawati added, “It is clear
that PM Modi, Amit Shah, and
their leaders are targeting
Mamata Banerjee. This is
planned targeting. This is a
very dangerous and unjust
trend and one which doesn’t

suit the PM of the country.”
The Congress too accused
the EC of losing its credibility
and independence and said
time has come to review the
process of the poll panel’s
appointment. Asking whether
the model code of conduct had
become the “Modi code of
misconduct”, Congress’ chief
spokesperson
Randeep
Surjewala said the EC order
curtailing campaigning in
Bengal by 20 hours is a “dark
spot” on India’s democracy
and institutions like the
Election Commission.

 

“It appears the Election
Commission’s action is a parting gift” to Modi and the BJP
to ensure Modi’s two preannounced election rallies in
Mathurapur and Dum Dum on
Thursday are not hit, Surjewala
alleged.
Kejriwal said the people of
the State will give a befitting
reply to the “perpetrators of
violence and hooliganism”.
Chandrababu Naidu too
threw his weight behind
Mamata. “It is disturbing to see
prompt action by the ECI on a
complaint by the BJP and Amit

Shah in Bengal, while conveniently ignoring the complaints
of TMC,” Naidu tweeted.
Saying that it is high time
that the poll panel acts on complaints by the Opposition,
Naidu said, “Giving clean chit
to Narendra Modi, taking
unjustified prompt action after
false complaints by BJP, wilful
inaction on genuine complaints
by Opposition parties clearly
raise doubts about the neutrality, impartiality, and fairness
of the ECI.”
Accusing the EC of going
against all norms of democratic fair play, SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav said, “The EC’s decision
to curtail campaigning in
Bengal is against all norms of
democratic fair play. I fully support @MamataOfficial ji in
her fight to stop the undemocratic march of the two and a
half men who have used and
abused ever y institution
of our country for their
own gain.”
CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury asked if the
poll body had set the time to
allow Modi to address two rallies in Bengal in the afternoon.
“If a ban is intended for 72
hours, why is it starting at 10
pm tomorrow? Is it to allow the
two rallies of the Prime
Minister before that?” Yechury
tweeted.
DMK president MK Stalin
tweeted, “Ban on campaign in
nine constituencies in
#WestBengal. The EC has one
set of rules for the Opposition
and another for the ruling
party. Highly condemnable.”
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est Bengal Chief Minister
W
Mamata Banerjee and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
attacked each other on
Thursday over the smashing of
the bust of Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar in the violence during BJP chief Amit Shah’s roadshow in Kolkata on Tuesday
and traded barbs over building
a new statue of the 19th century
Bengali icon.
Hours before the bitter
campaign came to an end on
Thursday night, curtailed by a
day by the Election
Commission, Modi said his
Government was committed
towards Vidyasagar’s vision
and promised to install his
grand statue at the same spot
in Kolkata.
Rejecting Modi’s offer,
Mamata said Bengal does not
need BJP’s money and that the
State has enough to rebuild the
statue.
“We
do
not
seek alms from the BJP,” said
Mamata.
The Prime Minister and
the Trinamool Congress
(TMC) supremo also traded
charges as to who was responsible for the vandalisation of the
bust. While Modi said the bust
was vandalised by “TMC goondas”. Mamata claimed it was
BJP “hooligans” who had
destroyed the heritage of West
Bengal.
“We have been witnessing
the attitude of Didi for long and
now the country is also seeing
it. Dedicated to the vision of

Ishwar Chand Vidyasagar, our
Government will install a
panchdhatu (made up of five
metals) statue at the very spot
and give a reply to TMC goondas,” Modi told a rally in Mau
in Uttar Pradesh.
“The statue of Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar was broken by TMC goondas during
the roadshow of BJP president
Amit Shah. Those involved in
this act should be given exemplary punishment,” the Prime
Minister said.

Addressing another rally at
Mathurapur in West Bengal,
Modi alleged that the West
Bengal Police, in connivance
with the State Government, was
trying to wipe out evidence of
the vandalisation.
“Those involved in the act
of vandalising the statue should
be given exemplary punishment,” Modi said, adding,
“Police officers are trying to
wipe out the evidence of the
incident in order to save the
TMC goons.”
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he assassin of Mahatma
Gandhi, Nathuram Godse,
is in the centre of a fresh controversy as BJP’s Bhopal Lok
Sabha candidate Sadhvi Pragya
Thakur on Thursday described
Godse a “deshbhakt”.
However, she retracted her
statement soon and apologised
with her party condemning
the comment, but not before
the Opposition Congress went
to town alleging that insulting
martyrs is in the DNA of the
saffron party. The Congress
also sought an apology from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
The Election Commission
has (EC) sought a report from
Madhya Pradesh chief electoral
officer by Friday on Pragya’s
statement.
Talking to a news channel
on Thursday, Pragya had said,
“Nathuram Godse was a deshbhakt (patriot), he is and will
remain a deshbhakt. Those
calling him a terrorist should
instead look at themselves.
They will be given a befitting
reply in this election.”
Pragya made the statement
in response to a question over
actor-turned-politician Kamal
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hhattisgarh Chief Minister
C
Bhupesh Baghel on
Thursday strongly condemned
the statement of BJP candidate
from Bhopal Lok Sabha seat
Sadhvi Pragya Singh Thakur in
which she termed assassin of
Mahatma Gandhi a patriot.
Baghel in a tweet had questioned the ability of such a person to enter the parliament of
the country.
Baghel in the tweet said
“the intention and ideology of
the BJP has come to the fore
with the statement of this BJP
leader. It is horrible that a person who is terming killer of
Mahatma Gandhi a patriot is
seeking entr y to the
parliament”.
Notable, Pragya, an
accused in the Malegaon blast

case ignited a fresh controversy on Thursday by claiming
that Nathuram Vinayak Godse
“is and will remain a patriot”.
Talking to a news channel
in Madhya Pradesh, she said,
“Nathuram Godse was a
Deshbhakt (patriot), he is and
will remain a ‘Deshbhakt’.
Those calling him a terrorist
should instead look at themselves. They will be given a
befitting reply in this election.”

Haasan’s remarks that Godse
was Independent India’s first
terrorist. The BJP condemned

Pragya’s praise for Godse and
asked her to tender an apology in public.
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he Leader of Opposition in
the Rajya Sabha and senior
Congress leader Ghulam Nabi
Azad on Wednesday hinted
that his party was ready to give
up claims on the Prime
Minister’s post to prevent the
BJP-led NDA return to power.
Azad’s statement is being
seen as a subtle hint to allies as
well as prospective partners of
the Congress that the grand old
party was flexible on the choice
of Prime Minister and would
not force them to accept the
leadership of Rahul Gandhi.
Interacting with media in
Patna, Azad said, “We have
already made our stand clear.
If a consensus is made in the
favour of Congress, then the
party will take the leadership
but our aim has always been
that NDA Government should
not come. We will go with the
unanimous decision.”
“We are not going to make
an issue that we (Congress) will
not let anyone else become the
Prime Minister if it is not
offered to us (Congress). We
are in the last phase of elections
and I can say on the basis of my
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wo Indian climbers have
T
died in Nepal due to high
altitude sickness near the sum-



  

at Nepal’s Ministry of Tourism
team deployed at the base
camp, told PTI.
According to fellow
climbers, the incident occurred
when the duo were being
brought to Camp IV from an
altitude of 8,400 metres
through a herculean rescue

operation carried out by Project
Possible team leader Nirmal
‘Nims’ Purja along with the fellow members.
“They succumbed to high
altitude sickness,” said Pasang
Sherpa, Director of Peak
Promotion Ltd, that carried out
the expedition.
They were part of a fivemember team of climbers from
West Bengal, Sherpa said.
“Two Indian climbers and
a German mountaineer who
also suffered from serious frostbite will be evacuated from the
high altitude camp as early as
possible,” he said.
Another climber from
Chile is missing from above
Camp IV of Mount
Kanchenjunga
since
Wednesday evening.
Continued on Page 4

 )15612(

he Directorate of Education
(DoE) has directed 605
private schools in Delhi to
deposit C5 lakh as Environment
Compensation Charges (ECC)
or face de-recognition for failing to install rainwater harvesting systems on their
premises. The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) asked the DoE
in February this year to direct
such schools to deposit the
compensation within two
weeks.
The fine was originally
imposed as per an NGT order
dated November 16, 2017,
which said any institution failing to install rainwater harvesting systems within two
months would be liable to pay
environment compensation of
C5 lakh.
“Taking cognisance of the
non-compliance of the earlier
directions, 605 private schools

were found defaulters of either
not having rainwater harvesting system installed or having
a yet to be made functional system,” an official of the
Directorate of Education said.
While the construction has
not started at 331 private
schools, the rain water harvesting plants are yet to be
made functional in 274 private
schools in the city.
“We have issued final
notices to the schools to deposit
the compensation within three
days. This shall be treated as
final opportunity, failing which
further necessary action for
withdrawal of recognition of
concerned schools shall be
taken without any further
opportunity,” the official said.
The NGT had earlier
directed schools and colleges to
approach a committee constituted by it for inspecting the
premises and granting permission to institutions for
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ix terrorists, including a top
SMohammad
commander of Jaish-e(JeM), a Pakistani

experience during campaigning across the country that neither BJP nor NDA is going to
return to power at the Centre.
“Narendra Modi is also
not going to become the Prime
Minister for the second time...
Non-NDA
non-BJP
Government will be installed at
the Centre after the Lok Sabha
elections,” Azad said.
Leaders such as MK Stalin,
Tejashwi Yadav and even
Arvind Kejriwal have said they
are ready to support Rahul.
Criticising the saffron

&'    %&'  "   
 %#! !  T
mit of Mount Kanchenjunga
during an expedition to the
world’s third tallest peak, an
official said on Thursday.
Biplab Baidya (48) and
Kuntal Karar (46) died on
Wednesday night above Camp
IV after they were unable to
continue their descent from
near the 8,586-metre peak due
to hypothermia and snowblindness.
“Biplab made it successfully to the summit point while
Kuntal fell sick on his way and
could not make it to the top.
The Indian duo died while
climbing down from the peak,”
Mira Acharaya, liaison officer

                
        


operating the system.
If it was not possible to

party, Azad said the BJP has
been “thoroughly exposed”
after coming to power at the
Centre as it has followed its ideology of “creating hatred and
divide” in society.
Azad also condemned the
smashing of the bust of Ishwar
Chandra Vidyasagar, a noted
philosopher and a Bengal icon,
during the clash between BJP
and TMC supporters during
Amit Shah’s roadshow in
Kolkata on Tuesday and said
stern action should be taken
against the guilty.

national, were gunned down by
the joint teams of security
forces, while an Army jawan
attained martyrdom, three others sustained injuries and a
civilian lost his life in two separate gunfights in South
Kashmir’s Pulwama and
Shopian districts on Thursday.
According to police spokesman, “Three terrorists were
killed in Dalipora of Pulwama
and three others in Handew of
Shopian on Thursday.”
Violent protests were
reported from Pulwama soon
after the gunbattle. Curfew
like restrictions have been
clamped in Pulwama town and
surrounding villages. Mobile
internet have been snapped as
a precautionary step.
Separatists have called
shutdown on Friday against the
recent killings.
Till the time of filing the
report, another fierce gun battle was going on in Kandi area
of North Kashmir Kupwara.
Detailed report on P5

(  "   

install the rainwater harvesting
system, the institution should

have approached the committee, NGT order read.
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day before the Supreme
Court is to decide whether
A
his arrest was needed or not,
the controversial former
Kolkata Police chief Rajeev
Kumar on Thursday reported
at the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA).
Kumar, who was shunted
from Kolkata on Wednesday
night by the Election
Commission, joined the MHA
in the afternoon without getting any assignment. The
Centre is waiting for the apex
court’s order on the CBI’s application to interrogate Kumar,
who was involved in a face-off
with the agency in connection
with Saradha and Rose Valley
chit fund scams.
Following his face-off with
the CBI, Kumar was posted as
ADG, CID in Kolkata.
Currently, Kumar is on
attachment with the Home
Ministry as per the Election
Commission’s order, said a

senior MHA official. In an
unprecedented move, the poll
panel had on Wednesday
invoked Article 324 and
ordered campaigning in nine
West Bengal constituencies to
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he Supreme Court on
Thursday agreed to hear a
Muslim woman’s plea challenging the two Talaq notices
given by her husband and
sought direction for registration of FIR against him.
A Bench of Justices Indira
Banerjee and Sanjiv Khanna
said it will hear the plea on
Friday. Advocate MM Kashyap,
appearing for the woman, said
that her husband after nine
years of marriage has given her
two notices for Talaq in March
and May. He said the woman
got married on February 22,
2009 as per Muslim rites and
customs and has two children
of nine years (boy) and six

T

years (girl).
The Bench asked the counsel as to why he did not move
the high court for the relief.
To this, the counsel said
that apex court had on August
17, 2017, held the practice of
triple talaq among Muslims as
unconstitutional and the
notices given by the husband
were violative of that order.
The woman, a Delhi resident in her plea has said that
her husband and in-laws started harassing and assaulting
her after the marriage for want
of additional dowry and a car.
She said that first notice for
talaq was sent to her on March
25 and the second notice was
sent to her on May 7, by her
husband.
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total number of six terrorA
ists including a top commander of Jaish-e-Mohammad
(JeM), a Pakistani national,
were gunned down by the joint
teams of security forces while
one Army jawan attained martyrdom, three others sustained
injuries and a civilian also lost
his life in two separate gunfights in South Kashmir districts of Pulwama and Shopian
on Thursday.
Meanwhile, another fierce
gunbattle between terrorists
and security forces was going
on till the time of filing the
report in Kandi area of North
Kashmir’ Kupwara district.
To register their presence,
separatists have also issued a
call for shutdown on Friday
against the recent killings in the
month of Ramzan.
According to police
spokesman, “three terrorists
were killed in Dalipora area of
Pulwama and three others in
Handew area of Shopian on
Thursday”.
On the other hand, violent
protests were reported from
several parts of Pulwama soon
after the gunfight got over.
To contain the law and

order situation, the district
authorities imposed curfew
like restrictions in Pulwama
town and surrounding villages.
Mobile internet services were
also snapped as a precautionary measure.
The police have identified
the slain JeM commander as
Khalid Bhai, a Pakistani
national. The local terrorists
were identified as Naseer
Ahmad Pandith and Umar
Ahmad Mir.
Sepoy Sandeep Kumar of
the Army’s 55 Rashtriya Rifles
laid down his life during the
gun fight, police spokesman
said.
According to police
spokesman, “a cordon & search
operation was launched by the
joint teams of security forces on
the basis of credible intelligence
input on Thursday morning at
Dalipora area in Pulwama district”
“As the police and security forces were evacuating civilians from the neighbourhood
area around the target house,
the hiding terrorists fired indiscriminately. “One Army Jawan
Sepoy Sandeep attained martyrdom and one civilian Rayees
Dar also lost his life”, said
police spokesman.

end at 10 pm on Thursday, a
day before its scheduled deadline, in the wake of violence
between BJP and TMC workers in Kolkata.
Kumar was questioned by

the CBI in February this year
in connection with its probe in
multi-crore Saradha chit fund
case. A team of CBI officers was
stopped from entering the residence of Kumar, when he was
Kolkata Police chief on
February 3 when they had
gone to question him in connection with the Saradha and
Rose Valley scam cases.
The move had led to Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
staging a dharna in the heart of
the city, protesting against “the
attack on constitutional norms”.
The CBI had, however, questioned Kumar for several days
in Shillong from February 9 following a Supreme Court order.

The CBI had told the apex
court that it wanted custodial
interrogation of Kumar, who
was earlier heading West
Bengal Police SIT probing chit
fund scam, as there was prima
facie evidence of his allegedly
trying to destroy or tamper
with evidence and “shield high
and mighty” in the case.
However, Kumar’s counsel
had countered CBI’s submissions and told a bench headed
by Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi
that the agency wanted his
custodial interrogation “just to
humiliate” him and CBI should
not be allowed to abuse the
process of law. Kumar’s counsel had told the bench that CBI’s
application seeking custodial
interrogation of the IPS officer
was a “mala fide exercise”.
Kumar was earlier heading
the West Bengal Police’s special
investigation team (SIT) probing the chit fund scam. The
apex court had in May 2014
directed the CBI to investigate
the case.
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he Supreme Court on
Thursday sought responsT
es from the Centre and CBSE
on a plea seeking 10 per cent
reservation for economically
weaker sections in the Central
Teacher Eligibility Test (CTET),
2019.
Besides the Centre and the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE), a vacation
bench comprising Justices
Indira Banerjee and Sanjiv
Khanna also issued notice to
the National Council for
Teacher Education (NCTE)
and asked them to respond to
the petition by July 1, the next
date of hearing.
The Bench was hearing a
plea filed by six petitioners,

who are aspiring to participate
in CTET 2019 and are seeking
a direction that benefits of
‘The Constitution (103rd
amendment) Act 2019’ be
extended to those belonging to
the economically weaker sections (EWS) of the society.
The amendment Act took
effect on January 16.
Under the amended Act,
the Centre has provided for a
10 per cent reservation to citizens from general category

belonging to EWS, in addition
to already existing reservation
policy for benefit of other
reserved categories such as
Scheduled Caste, Scheduled
Tribe, Other Backward Class
and physically handicapped.
During the hearing on
Thursday, the lawyers appearing for the petitioners told the
bench that since the amended
Act has been passed by
Parliament, its benefit must be
given to persons from EWS.
“If we will get this relaxation, we will qualify in the
examination. The amendment
is aimed for upliftment of the
economically weaker section of
the society,” the counsel said.
The Bench issued notice on
the petition and said that it
would be heard on July 1.

 #  "

                ,  
-  ..      * /   # ,
 ,       


After the security forces
retaliated, three terrorists were
killed in the ensuing encounter
and their bodies were retrieved
from the site of encounter.
As per police records
Khalid who was operating as
commander of proscribed terror outfit JeM was involved in
several terror attacks on security establishments and civilian
atrocities in the area. Many terror crime cases were registered
against him.
Police spokesman said,
Naseer Pandith had a long
history of terror crime records

before joining terrorist organisation and several terror crime
cases were registered against
him for planning & executing
terror attacks in the area after
joining proscribed terror outfit JeM. He was also involved in
the killing of a policeman
Mohammad Yaqoob Shah of
Pulwama in 2018 on the eve of
Eid. He was also involved in
some weapon snatching incidents reported from the area
besides several cases were registered against him for his
criminal activities including
case FIR No 30/15 & 277/14

under NDPS Act and case
FIR No 25/16 pertaining to
forgery.
Similarly,Umar Mir was
also involved in several terror
attacks and was part of terror
groups responsible for attacks
on security forces.
According to police
spokesman, “a separate operation was launched in Handew
area of Shopian after receiving
the reports of presence of terrorists in the area.
During the search operation, the hiding terrorists fired
on the search party. In the initial exchange of fire one army
jawan identified as Sepoy Rohit
also sustained injuries. He has
been hospitalised and is undergoing treatment. The fire was
retaliated leading to an
encounter.
In the ensuing encounter,
3 terrorists were killed and the
bodies were retrieved from the
site of encounter.
“Incriminating materials
including arms & ammunition
was recovered from the site of
encounter. All these materials
have been taken in the case
records for further investigation and to probe their complicity in other terror crime
cases”, police spokesman said.
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dding 896 square kilometre of landscape to the
existing Maenam, Fambong
Lho and Barsey wildlife sanctuaries and creating three new
protected areas in Yumsedong,
Lachen and Chungthang
regions, the pristine ecosystems
harbouring some of the rare
species, are some of the immediate measures that need to be
taken to ensure meaningful
conservation goals in Sikkim in
the face of climate change
threats, researchers have pointed out.
In a study published in the
latest issue of Biological
Conservation, the researchers,
after using a combination of
species distribution modelling
(SDM) and systematic conservation planning techniques,
delineated and prioritised areas
for endemic plant species conservation under current and
future climate conditions spanning between 2050s and 2070s.
They found that plant
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species in Sikkim will shift
northward and towards higher elevation from their current
habitats under future green
house gas emission scenarios.
To tackle the threat, the
researchers said, “Our analyses
show that to mitigate the effects
of ensuing climate change, a
single large PA with wide geographic and elevational extents
instead of several smaller PAs
would be a more prudent strategy for conserving the plant

diversity in the Himalaya.”
“The consequences of
warming and altered distribution of plant species entails
redefining the existing boundaries of protected areas,” said
lead author Maharaj K Pandit,
Director, Centre for Inter-disciplinary Studies of Mountain
and Hill Environment
(CISMHE), University of Delhi
and Ngee Anne Kongsi, distinguished professor, National
University of Singapore.

They asserted that the
application of this research,
would be helpful to the decision-makers in redrawing PA
boundaries in the light of climate change.
Pandit explained that,
“there are limited genuine
empirical studies on the
Himalayas that can shed light
on the quantum of impact on
biodiversity patterns due to
global change, of which climate
change is a part.
“We have to redesign our
biodiversity conservation plans
to keep pace with the changing
distribution patterns of species.

Moreover, biodiversity and
livelihoods in India are closely linked. This demands that we
sit up and take note and not
consider these warnings a mere
academic exercise.”
According
to
the
researchers, the severe effect of
climate change on Sikkim
fauna might even lead to serious consequences like the
extinction of some species.
Hence, “we recommend longterm monitoring and detailed
studies to understand such
effects and consequences so
that mitigation measures can be
undertaken,” they said.
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he CBI probe into the
Bofors case relating to the
T
alleged C64 crore kickbacks in

the purchase of the Swedish
artillery guns will continue, the
CBI said here on Thursday.
“In view of certain revelations made by one Michael
Hershman, CBI sought the
permission of the trial court to
conduct further investigation in
the Bofors case,” CBI
spokesperson Nitin Wakankar
said in a statement.
The CBI spokesperson said
on May 8 this year, the court
had observed that when independent right and power is
available with the CBI to further investigate the matter on
their own, if in their wisdom it
is necessary to do so then, why
still such application is being
filed in the court?
“After obtaining legal opinion, CBI filed an application on
May 16, 2019 in the court of
CMM, Rouse Avenue Courts,
New Delhi, stating that for
conducting further investigation under section 173 (8) of
Cr.PC (Criminal Procedure
Code), permission of the court
is not mandatorily required by
CBI and an intimation to the
court in this regard will suffice,”
Wakankar said.
He further said the probe in
the Bofors case will continue.

The agency’s response came
after it withdrew from a Delhi
court its application to seek permission to further probe the
politically sensitive C64 crore
Bofors payoff case for which the
CBI has already spent
crores of rupees in investigation
without any convictions in the
case.
Meanwhile, the agency on
Thursday withdrew from the
special court a 2018 application
that had sought permission to
further probe the Bofors case.
The agency told Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate Navin
Kumar Kashyap that it wants to
withdraw the application filed
on February 1, 2018.
The CBI had moved the
trial court seeking permission
for further probe in the matter
saying it had come across fresh
material and evidence.

 "(  
#  ( 
&

  3.""7

iolent protests rocked picturesque Bhaderwah town
V
of hilly Doda district in the wee
hours of Thursday following
recovery of a bullet ridden
dead body of a local resident of
Qilla Mohalla.
As tension mounted in the
area, curfew was imposed by
the district authorities in
Bhaderwah and its adjoining
areas early on Thursday morning.
At day break, large number
of angry residents came out on
the streets and attacked police
station, Bhaderwah seeking
action against the culprits
behind the killing.
The deceased has been
identified as 50 year old Naeem
Ahmad Shah by the local police
in the area.
Shouting slogans against
the district authorities, angry
residents also took out a march
through main markets and
vandalised large number of
parked cars in the area.
Window panes of several
houses and shops were also
broken in the sporadic incidents of stone pelting in Seri
Bazaar, Takiya Chowk, Jama
Masjid Bazar and old bus stand
area of Bhaderwah.
Senior Superintendent of

Police, Doda district, Shabir
Ahmad Malik said, “a dead
body was recovered from
Nalthi area, 3 kms from
Bhaderwah around 2.00 a.m
late last night”.
He said, “police teams were
immediately rushed to the spot
and at least seven suspected
people have been detained so
far from the nearby areas”.
He said, “local residents
also took out a procession and
indulged in stone pelting in
which several parked vehicles
were damaged”. He said,” i cannot give the exact number of
vehicles damaged during the
protests in the area”.
When asked whether the
deceased,returning home along
with his livestock, was attacked
by active ‘cow vigilantes’ in the
area, SSP Doda Shabir Ahmad
Malik said, “it is a matter of
investigation. Since we have not
recorded any statements i cannot comment further”. He said,
“we cannot rely on rumour
mongering going on in the
area.”
Deputy Commissioner,
Doda, Dr Doifode Sagar
Dattatray, when contacted said,
“a suspicious murder took place
late Wednesday night and a
dead body was recovered
around 2.00 a.m from Nalthi
area in Bhaderwah town”.

Taking note of CBI’s stand,
the judge said: “For the reason
best known to the CBI, in case
they want to withdraw the
application, they have the right
as they are the applicants.”
The court had on
December 4, 2018 questioned
as to why the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) required its
permission to further probe the
matter.
The CBI had also filed an
appeal in the Supreme Court
on February 2, 2018 against the
May 31, 2005 verdict of the
Delhi high Court discharging
all the accused in the case.
The apex court had on
November 2, 2018 dismissed
CBI’s appeal in which it had
sought an order to condone the
13-year delay in filing the
appeal against the high court
judgment.
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Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) constable
A
was injured when a vehicle
from RSS chief Mohan
Bhagwat’s convoy overturned
after it suffered a tyre burst at
Nandori village Warora tehsil
of Chandrapur district in eastern Maharashtra on Thursday
evening. However, Bhagwat is
“safe”, reports reaching here
said.
Bhagwat was returning to
Nagpur after his visit to
Chandrapur, when the vehicle
in his convoy turned turtle.
“The car involved in the
mishap was a car that was
escorting Bhagwat’s car.
Nothing happened to Bhagwat.
He returned safely to Nagpur,”
a senior police official from
Chandrapur said.
The injured CRPF constable, who was one of the occupants in the escort car, was
rushed to the nearby Warora
rural hospital. Bhagwat waited
at the mishap site till the
injured CRPF constable was
admitted to the local
hospital.
While the official sources
attributed the accident to a tyre
burst, reports quoting eyewitness accounts however said
that the mishap took place
after the vehicle carrying security personnel hit a vehicle
ahead.
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owhera Shaikh, the controversial businesswoman,
N
who was picked up by the
Enforcement Directorate on
Tuesday
from
the
Chenchalguda prison on
charges of money laundering
may reveal many startling disclosures about hawala operations, terrorist links and a
global move to destroy the
tranquillity of the sacred city of
Tirupati in Andhra Pradesh,
according to persons who
know her closely.
The Pioneer had reported in
2013 about the diabolic plan
hatched by Nowhera Shaik and
her associates to set up an
International Islamic University
at Tirupati though she failed to
reveal the details like whether it
was a recognised university or
what was the reason for setting
up such an entity in the holy city
of Tirupati. Shaik had introduced herself as the chairperson
and managing director of Hera
Group, which she had claimed
as a Fortune 500 company.
Interestingly, it was a
Muslim businessman who
alerted this writer about Shaik’s
move to set up an Islamic
University in Tirupati. Shamir
Basha, a leading businessman
in Tirupati said the move was
shrouded in myster y.
“Nowhera Shaikh claims that

she is from Tirupati. But
nobody had heard her name
before she started the
University. This is going to be
a major controversy, perhaps
more in intensity than the
Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid issue ,” Basha had told
The Pioneer.
Though he welcomed the
idea for an exclusive college for
Muslim women considering
the backwardness of the group,
he said the Islamic
International College was a
matter of concern. “The college
will draw a number of people
from West Asia to Tirupati. We
are not sure about the kind of
people who will be visiting the
city. Tirupati is already facing
threat from various terrorist
groups,” Basha had said.
Though the Islamic
University did not take off,
Nowhera went from strength to
strength. She switched over to
money dealings which persons like Adi Kesavulu Reddy
of the YSR Congress describe
as hawala dealings and Ponzi
schemes. “Last heard, she had
mobilised huge funds from
more than 1,72,000 people
spread all over India. She had
financial dealings with dubious
companies in Saudi Arabia,”
said Reddy.
Bhanu Prakash, BJP leader
of Tirupati, is of the view that
Shaik was entrapped with the

demonetisation of November
2016. “There was no way for
her to escape from that rat
trap,” said Prakash, who has
been staging a relentless battle
against the move by Shaik to
launch the Islamic University.
“It has given was to a Madrasa
and a school. But her designs
to convert Tirupati into a communal cauldron has been prevented ,” said Prakash.
Two more persons, both
from Kerala, have been arrested along with Shaik. Biju
Thomas is said to be the brain
behind the software of the
companies owned and operated by Shaik while he was
helped in the business by Moly
Thomas. When her plans to
open the Islamic University
came cropper, Shaik tried her
luck in politics. She had
launched an outfit under the
guise of empowering women
and had fielded candidates in
the Karnataka Assembly election.
“Though we were in the
dark about her personal details
while she paraded all over
Tirupati, covering herself in
burqa, we came to know that
she was the same woman who
had been selling tamarind in
Tirupati market some two
decades ago,” said Reddy.
A fit case to be described as
a rag-to-rich story by an illiterate burqa clad woman!
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Movement to revive Solve problem of water scarcity
by
2020:
Bhupesh
to
officials
Indravati intensifies
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

STAFF REPORTER n
JAGDALPUR

fter hectic electioneering
A
for the Congress party at
different states, on his return to

he mass movement for
T
revival of Indravati
river, the life-line of Bastar
region has been intensified
with social activists and
local citizens pulling their
might to bring the water
body back to life.
Their silent march that
started from Jora Nullah
along Odisha border
reached the ninth day on
Thursday. The march will
culminate at Chitrakot.
The social activists and
citizens threaten to continue their agitation until
their demands are fulfilled.
The activists braving
scorching heat and thorny
pathways marched ahead
to press for the revival of

the river.
They are expressing
concern over depleting
water-level of the river
which caters to the day-today water need of at least
200 villages located along
its banks.

The activists under
leadership of senior citizen Dharampal Saini are
also trying to draw attention of the state government to have a talk with
the Odisha government to
sort out the dispute over

release of water into Jora
Nullah.
The release of water
into Nullah by Odisha is a
must and so is the construction of permanent
structure in Jora Nullah,
the activists said.

Raipur to be connected by
Female Naxal
air with Shillong from July 20 held in Chintalnar

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

apital city Raipur will get
C
air connectivity with
north-east from July 20 as
Indigo has announced a new
flight service from Raipur to
Meghalaya’s capital Shillong
via Kolkata. It has issued the
flight schedule for the same.
As per the schedule ATR
plane from Raipur will commence flight at 12.00 PM and
reach Kolkata at 2.25 PMThe
flight will resume at 2.45 PM

and reach Shillong by 4.25 PM.
Similarly, from Shillong it
would fly to Kolkata and reach
Raipur Airport by 8.55 PM. As
there was no direct flight to
north-east from Raipur, the
travelers had to reach New
Delhi and then take flight to
Guwahati and then to
Shillong.
The booking would soon
commence for the flight. It is
hoped that tourists will be taking benefit of this service after
the direct link.

ROs’ training today
RAIPUR: Training on various aspects of counting of votes for
Returning Officers of all the 11 Parliamentary Constituencies will
be held on May 17 at New Rest House auditorium, Civil Lines,
Raipur. The training will commence from 9.00 am. The counting
of votes cast in 2019 Lok Sabha polls is scheduled on May 23.
Office of Chief Electoral Officer, Chhattisgarh has issued a letter
in this regard to all the District Electoral Officers and Collectors.
One assistant returning officer from each assembly constituency
and Deputy District Electoral Officers from all the 27 districts will
also participate in the training.

SUKMA: A female Naxal, carrying a
reward of Rs 5 lakh on her head, was
nabbed from a forested patch near
Chintlanar and Mundval village in
Maoist-violence torn Sukma district,
police said here on Thursday.
The arrested ultra was identified as
Sodi Peeso alias Anita (25), a resident
of Chintalnar village under Puspal
police station limits, a local police officer said.
She was nabbed by a team of DRG
and district police personnel during an
anti-Naxal operation cum area-domination exercise carried out in the
forests of Chintalnar, Mundwal, Tulsi
and Kirmitti, police said.
In 2011 Peeso was inducted in the
Naxal organization by the then Maoist
CNM (Chetna Natya Mandali) president Mangali.
She was allegedly involved in
killing of a resident of Chintalnar
Dudhi Soni in 2017 apart from other
serious criminal offences like, attacking
police party, illegally possessing of arms
among others, police claimed.

Raipur,
Chief
Minister
Bhupesh Baghel got into action
by holding a review meeting at
his official residence on
Thursday.
Registering his displeasure
over drinking water scarcity in
various parts of the state with
the advent of summer, the CM
directed the officials to ensure
that by 2020 all the civic bodies
could get rid of the practice of
supplying water through
tankers.
A solution to the problem
of water shortage should be
found under Smart City
Project and Amrit Yojna, he
said.
Officials had informed that
Rs 20 crore was released initial-

ly for drinking water supply in
urban areas. Later on another
Rs 25 crore has been made
available on demand.
He was holding the departmental review meeting in presence of senior officials.
In the meeting he stressed
on making fertilizers and seed
available for upcoming kharif
season, apart from resolving
the drinking water crisis in
urban and rural areas. He also

emphasized on implementation of ‘Narva, Gurva, Ghurva
and Baari (NGGB).
Chief Minister laid emphasis on rain water harvesting,
holding water in ponds and
optimum utilization of surface
water to address the water
crisis.
He directed the officials to
clean existing ponds and to
promote age-old tradition of
digging ponds. Officials

informed that in Bemetera
districts hand pumps had gone
dry in 109 villages. Water is
being supplied to these
villages.
Chief Minister directed the
officials that those under-trail
prisoners booked for minor
crimes and those prisoners
who have already completed
the term of sentence should be
released and for this necessary
steps should be taken.
Officials should undertake
all steps to recover money from
fake chit-fund companies, the
CM ordered.
Panchayat and rural development department briefed
that 1898 ‘Gautan’ is under
construction and that in
Mungeli,
Bilaspur
and
Balrampur maximum works
have been undertaken. Solar
power is being used for water
supply.

Raman facing similar fate as Advani and Joshi: Baghel
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

BJP asks Baghel to
concentrate on govt works

hhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh
C
Baghel on Thursday said that his
predecessor and BJP national vice president Raman Singh was facing a similar
snub that veteran BJP leaders Lal Krishna
Advani and Murli Manohar Joshi got
from the party’s current leadership.
Talking to media persons after his
arrival from election campaign in
Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh,
Baghel said only because of his (Raman’s)
ignorance that he was not used as a campaigner in the ongoing Lok Sabha polls by
the BJP.
“The BJP in Chhattisgarh is at present
leaderless as Raman is now retired,” he
added.
Commenting on violence that broke
out during BJP national president Amit
Shah’s rally in Kolkata, Baghel said” “BJP
miscreants executed the violence. The
same scene was there in Varanasi where I
was campaigning”, he added.
“For the first time we have witnessed
a sign of fear on the face of Amit Shah and
it indicates that they are certainly going to
lose the elections,” Baghel claimed.
Baghel also claimed that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will no longer be

able to retain his seat and said that United
Progressive Alliance led by Congress will
form the government this time.
On Rahul Gandhi’s jibe at Modi by
coining “Modilies”, the hashtag trending
in tweeter, Baghel termed PM a “liar” and
said “right from the beginning he was
telling lie and fooling the people of the
country. Whether it was his claim of being
a tea seller or may it be his caste, all he
said were sheer lies,” he said.

RAIPUR: Strongly reacting to the comment of
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel on former Chief
Minister Raman Singh, BJP said Baghel should not
be concerned about Raman Singh, instead he
should wait for the results of the Lok Sabha polls to
be declared, as it will overturn all his calculations.
BJP state spokesperson Sachchidanand
Upasane claimed that Chief Minister is shunning
his responsibility and trying to engage his mind in
somewhere else to get distraction from lurking
fear. There will be turmoil within the Congress
after the Lok Sabha results, he claimed.
Upasane said people have given him the mandate with a responsibility so it is his duty to work
for their progress and development of the state.
Works should be done as per expectations of the
people.
BJP claimed that it is warning the government
not to follow the footsteps of Mamata Banerjee
otherwise it would be its political hara-kiri.
Instead of concentrating on day to day work,
Baghel is moving around making comments on
opposition leaders. BJP had given a responsibility
to former chief minister and he is actively involved
in it, Upasane said.

Farmers get bail in
cheque-bounce case
Prima-facie, it seems that they were duped by someone else: Dr Ayyaz
STAFF REPORTER n
JAGDALPUR
wo farmers who were
T
arrested in connection
with a cheque-bounce case got

Engineering aspirants coming out after appearing in Pre Engineering Test, the examination was
held across the state for entrance into the state engineering colleges. The exam was conducted
by Vyavsayik Pariksha Mandal (VYAPAM), Raipur.

bail from a local court, officials said here on Thursday.
Tularam Murya and
Sukhdas were presented in the
court of JMFC (Judicial
Magistrate First Class) JM
Bhagat, who granted them
bails.
Notably, both the farmers
were arrested for non-payment of loan. The arrest had
triggered criticism as the ruling Congress party after com-

ing to power had claimed to
have waived off farm loans.
However, the two farmers
had denied taking loan and
later it was found that they
were not the defaulters but
were victims of a suspected
forgery.
“Prima-facie documents
produced by farmers and
based on evidences we have
collected so far, it seems that
they were duped by someone
else,” Dr Ayyaz Tamboli district Collector Bastar told The
Pioneer.
According to Dr Tamboli,
the district administration has

A rare bypass surgery conducted at Ambedkar Hospital
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

A

t Advance Cardio-thoracic
and Vascular Surgery department of Dr Bheemrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital, Raipur the
first ever ‘Aorta Bi Popliteal
Bypass’ surgery, in Chhattisgarh
was conducted on a 72-year-old
man, to give him a new lease of life
that also free of cost under
Ayushman scheme.
According to Dr Krishnakant
Sahu, a vascular surgeon, and head
of the department the diseases is
termed as peripheral vascular disease (PAD) and in technical term
‘Aorta iliac and popliteal artery
diseases’.
The diseases causes blockage
from the abdominal aorta to
popliteal artery, from abdomen to
knee and to remove the blockage,
generally bypass surgery is conducted. As per an estimate, the

cost of such an operation in a
private hospital will be above Rs
4.5 lakh.

Dr Sahu said, 72-year-old
Balaghat resident, a farmer by profession, was a smoker of ‘Beedi’

since childhood. He does not have
any other diseases. Since last 6
months, he had been undergoing
treatment in different hospitals
and finally reached Medical
College Hospital in surgery
department for amputation of his
leg affected by gangrene up to
knee and became septic. He recovered a bit from treatment. During
the CT-angiography probe, it was
found that due to blockage from
abdomen to the knees such a situation had arisen.
Dr Sahu pointed out such a
long y-graft is not available and so
two different grafts were used to
make it long. After the surgery,
now he is alright but a part of his
leg could need amputation as the
area is already dead. He can use
artificial part for normal walking.
The operation continued for more
than four and a half hours.

Tobacco consumption
is the reason
Dr Krishnakant Sahu
throwing light on gangrene diseases said those consuming
tobacco or its products mainly
beedi, cigarette, gutkha, uncontrolled diabetes, atherosclerosis
and vacuities, the blood vessels
slowly develops blockage.
There is no early detection as
the person does not feel any
pain. The blood supply to legs
decreases, the unbearable pain
can be felt in legs. When the
total blood supply to legs stop,
then the gangrene develops for
which amputation is the only
solution. But now, with the help
of surgery, the blood supply can
be restored to save the legs.

asked both farmers to make a
written complaint with the
police so that the forgery angel
could be investigated.
“Tularam Maurya in 2009
had taken loan of about Rs 3
lakh from agriculture development branch of the SBI
through the Kisan Credit
Card. He had got Rs 2.30 lakh
for installing drip irrigation
and Rs 60,000 for installing
fencing,” the Collector said
while adding Sukhdas also had
taken loan for same works.
“We are also expanding
the area of our investigation
and have sought information

from horticulture department
to check if more farmers have
been duped in such a fashion,”
he added.
It may be recalled that the
State Bank of India, agriculture development branch had
filed a case under Negotiable
Instrumentation Act 1881 section 138 against the farmers
Tularam Maurya and Sukhdas
after their cheques bounced.
On the directive of
District Collector, SDM J. R.
Markam had carried out the
initial probe and district
administration had provided
legal assistance to the farmers.

State level workshop on
‘Rotavirus vaccine’ held
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR
ith intention to introduce
W
the ‘Rotavirus vaccine’ in
Chhattisgarh, a state level workshop for the district immunization and other health department officials was held at a private hotel on Thursday.
Government
of
Chhattisgarh has decided to
introduce the Rotavirus Vaccine
(RVV) as it is considered as
most effective in preventing the
most severe and life-threatening
cases of Rotavirus diarrhea,
which is the foremost cause of
childhood mortality in India as
well as globally.
During the training, officials intimated that diarrhea is
responsible for about 9% of

under-five deaths globally and
10% under five deaths in India,
translating to around 1.2 lakh
death. It spreads primarily by
the faeco-oral route directly
from person to person or indirectly via contamination.
The vaccine is given orally
to infants in a three-dose schedule, at the age of 6, 10, 14 weeks.
The vaccine will be co-administered with other vaccines as per
the national immunization
schedule. The vaccine has
already been introduced in 11
states of the country.
Secretary, Health department Niharika Barik Singh
urged the health officials to
ensure success of the vaccination drive to bring down child
mortality rate in the state.
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immering discontent is
SCongress
brewing in Punjab
ahead of the Lok
Sabha polls over the issue of
denial of ticket to former
MLA and Congress leader Dr
Navjot Kaur Sidhu which has
strained the ties between her
husband Navjot Singh Sidhu
and the Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh.
Dr Sidhu caused political
ripples within the Congress,
just days ahead of Lok Sabha
polls, by claiming that the
move to field her from
Amritsar was scuttled by the
top Congress leadership in
Punjab — including the Chief
Minister and state party affairs’
in-charge Asha Kumari.
Coming out in her wife’s
support, Punjab Cabinet
Minister Sidhu maintained

 
that she would “not lie”. He
said: “My wife has that much
strength and moral authority
that she will never lie.”
Sidhu’s assertion came in
response to an attempt by
Capt Amarinder to rubbish Dr
Sidhu’s claims that the Chief
Minister and Asha Kumari
ensured that she was denied
the Lok Sabha ticket from
Amritsar.
“Capt Sahab and Asha
Kumari think that Madam
Sidhu (Navjot Kaur) does not
deserve an MP ticket. My
ticket from Amritsar was
denied on grounds that I could
not win because of a train accident in Amritsar on Dussehra
(in October last year which left
60 people dead). Madam
Sidhu cannot win, this was
said by Capt and Asha
Kumari,” Dr Sidhu had told
the reporters in Amritsar a day
before.
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Mincing now words, she
had alleged that the Chief
Minister had claimed that he
alone was capable to lead the
Congress to victory on 13
parliamentary seats in the
State.
Further hitting out at Capt
Amarinder and Asha Kumari,
she had added that they think
that the Sidhu couple is not
capable to “do some benefit for
Punjab” — showing her
resentment over her husband,
who is Congress’ national star
campaigner, “not invited” for
campaigning in the State.
Dr Sidhu had been
assertively campaigning in
Chandigarh seeking the party
ticket to contest from the city’s
Lok Sabha seat. But the party
high command chose the former MP and the former Union
Minister Pawan Kumar Bansal,
who had lost in 2014 against
BJP’s Kirron Kher.

Following this, there were
reports that the Congress
might field Dr Sidhu from
Amritsar or Bathinda, but the
party denied her ticket from
both seats and fielded sitting
MP Gurjit Singh Aujla and
Amarinder Singh Raja
Warring, respectively.
Subsequently, the Sidhu
couple went into rebel mode,
staying away from the political scene.
Rubbishing the charges as
“absolute nonsense” on early
Thursday, the Chief Minister
said that Dr Sidhu was offered
a ticket from Amritsar and
Bathinda but she turned it
down. “We had said that if she
wants, she can fight from
Amritsar, from where her husband was an MP, or she can
contest from Bathinda. She
herself backed off. Where did
we stop it?” asked Capt
Amarinder.

He added that she wanted
to contest from Chandigarh,
“but the party decided that it
was not for her. I am not the
chief minister of Chandigarh.
It is an independent seat. The
Chandigarh ticket was denied
because the high command
decided so”.
The differences between
Sidhu and Capt Amarinder
came to the fore when the
Chief Minister had asked him
not to go to Pakistan for Imran
Khan’s oath-taking ceremony,
but the former cricketer chose
to accept his friend’s invite.
Capt Amarinder, who has
also got the invitation from
Imran Khan, preferred not to
go there citing terror attacks in
Punjab and killings of Indian
soldiers by Pakistan armed
forces.
Relations grew bitter when
the Punjab Chief Minister had
issued a mild rebuke to Sidhu

last year over his hug to
Pakistan army chief General
Bajwa which snowballed into
a huge political controversy.
Following which, Sidhu in
retaliation took a dig at Capt
Amarinder saying that
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi is his captain and that
he went to Pakistan after taking his Rahul in confidence.
Sidhu, reportedly in
protest of denial of ticket to his
wife, had not campaigned for
the party in Punjab. In fact,
Sidhu had claimed that he was
“not invited” by the state leadership or any of the party candidate.
Addressing the party’s first
election rally in run-up to
2019 polls at Bathinda, Sidhu
declared that he would campaign in the state, and
Bathinda, on the directions her
guide Priyanka Gandhi.
Sidhu, challenging the
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xpressing confidence that
E
UPA-3 will form the government to prevent its secular
fabric from being destroy,
Punjab chief minister Capt
Amarinder Singh on Thursday
also pitched for a BJP-mukt
country to protect its unity and
future.
On a hectic day, the Chief
Minister addressed the Patiala
District Bar Association, followed by a public rally in Dera
Bassi and also interacted informally with mediapersons in
various places.
The Bar Association
extended its support of the
Congress party’s Patiala candidate, Preneet Kaur, while
thanking the Chief Minister for
the development of the judicial
complex with its new chambers
and providing facilities to the
legal fraternity.
Addressing the Bar, and
later at the public rally, Capt
Amarinder accused Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of
tinkering with India’s secularism, which was its strength and
was now under threat from the
BJP. The country today was
passing through grave times
and needed change in the interest of its future, and that of its
people, who need development, not divisiveness, he

added.
Captain Amarinder also
lashed out at the Akalis for
playing politics of religion to
polarize the people for their
vested political interests, and
blamed them for ruining
Punjab in the 10 years of their
rule, just as the BJP had ruined
the country in the last five
years. The spate of sacrilege
cases clearly showed the extent
of politicization of religion
under the SAD-BJP govern-

ment, he added, lashing out at
the Akalis for attempting to
divide communities with
Bargari and other sacrilege
incidents.
Later, talking informally
with journalists, he said people
do not favour Modi’s thinking
of breaking the country by
communalizing it, adding that
it was time for a BJP-free India.
BJP had reached the peak of its
political success and was now
headed for a downfall, he

added. Ups and downs were
part of a democratic polity, and
the Congress had been down
for some time but was now on
a rise, said the Chief Minister,
asserting that UPA-3 will
emerge in response to the
mood of the country for
change.
Asked about the contest in
Gurdaspur, he said it was not
Sunil Jakhar but Sunny Deol
who was on a sticky wicket
there. The BJP could not find

a suitable local candidate,
hence decided to field Sunny
out of sheer desperation, he
added.
The Chief Minister strongly condemned the politicization
of the defence forces, which
had always been non-partisan
and secular in character.
Earlier, in Dera Bassi, the Chief
Minister said no prime minister had ever taken credit for
fighting the enemy on the borders, unlike Modi, who only
spoke of `I. I and I’. Punjab was
proud of the achievements of
the Army and Air Force but did
not want war as, being a border state, it would be worst sufferer in case of outbreak of hostilities, he added.
Citing the mismanagement of the previous regime in
Punjab, the Chief Minister
said his government was facing a fiscal crisis, even as the
people of the state were suffering. Emphasising on industrialization as the only solution
to unemployment and economic problems, the Chief
Minister said his government
would make Patiala an industrial hub and would generate
1 lakh jobs for the youth of
Patiala.
The Chief Minister
promised development to
ensure that the state’s youth do
not leave for better opportuni-

ties abroad.
Expressing concern over
the farmer suicides, which his
government was addressing
through its debt waiver scheme,
Captain Amarinder the
Congress manifesto for the
Lok Sabha elections promised
full implementation of the
Swaminathan Committee
report, which was the only
long-term solution to the problem.
The Chief Minister flayed
the Modi government for
destroying the nation’s economy with demonetization and
GST, which was still causing
immense problems to Punjab,
forcing his government to delay
salaries at times.
Describing these polls as
decisive for the country’s future,
Preneet also underlined the
secular strength of India and
said the people did not want a
government that divides them.
Modi was asking for votes not
on the basis of his work but in
the name of the martyred soldiers, she pointed out, urging
the people to vote from the
heart, in their own interest and
that of the country.
Preneet spoke about the
various promises of the
Congress led by Rahul Gandhi
and assured the people that
each one of them would be fulfilled.
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day after an FIR was regA
istered against Haryana
Minister of State, Manish
Grover for allegedly entering a
polling booth without permission and disorderly conduct in Rohtak district of the
state, the Congress has
demanded his resignation and
an inquiry by sitting judge of
High Court into the alleged
conspiracy of booth capturing.
Har yana Police have
booked the Minister of State
for Cooperation, Manish
Grover and former Congress
MLA BB Batra for allegedly
entering a polling booth without permission and disorderly conduct in Rohtak on
polling day, May 12 in
Haryana.

Both were booked on
Wednesday under Section 188
of the IPC (disobedience to
order duly promulgated by
public servant) and Section
131 of the Representation of
the People's Act (disorderly
conduct in or near polling
stations) in Shivaji Colony
police station, Rohtak, on the
complaint of an assistant
returning officer.
As per the complaint,
Grover and Batra had allegedly entered a polling booth
inside a school without permission and created ruckus
when polling was underway in
the Rohtak parliamentary constituency, which went to polls
on May 12 along with nine
other Lok Sabha seats in the
state.
From Rohtak parliamen-

tary seat, Congress’ three-time
MP Deepender Singh Hooda is
seeking re-election for a fourth
term.
A day after the polling,
Congress general secretary incharge, Haryana, Ghulam Nabi
Azad had written to the Chief
Election Commissioner seeking appropriate action against
Grover for allegedly intimidating voters and illegally sabotaging of polling in Rohtak, a
charge which the BJP Minister
had vehemently denied.
Grover had termed the
allegations baseless and alleged
that there were complaints
against Congress workers
entering the booth without
permission and intimidating
voters.
BB Batra, while talking to
the mediapersons on Thursday

alleged that Grover, along with
a number of muscle men,
entered the polling booth to
intimidate the voters on the
polling day.
He alleged that Grover
entered into an altercation
when he confronted him for
entering polling booths.
“I told him that he cannot
go around intimidating voters
and try to influence the polling
by moving around with large
number of muscle men. As he
holds an office of profit, he
could not even become an
election agent or enter booths
to check, so he had not business to be there,” Batra said.
The Congress leader
demanded resignation of
Grover and an inquiry by sitting High Court Judge into the
matter.

S_e^dbiRUi_^T
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New Delhi: After the Bharatiya Janata Party's (BJP) Lok Sabha
candidate f rom Bhopal Sadhvi Prag ya Singh
Thakur called Nathuram Godse, the assassin of Mahatma
Gandhi, a "deshbhakt" (patriot), the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
on Thursday accused the BJP of "destroying the country
beyond repair".
In a statement, the AAP said the entire country was in a
state of shock at the latest statement of terror accused Thakur
praising Godse.
"Who could have ever imagined that Indians would ever
hear Godse being praised by a mainstream political party and
that too India's ruling party," AAP said.
Stating that the BJP is destroying the country beyond
repair, the AAP said, "All democratic-minded countrymen
need to understand this danger before it's too late."
The AAP condemned Thakur's statement and questioned
as to why the BJP was "not expelling her from the party"
IANS
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K hargone
(Mad hya
Pradesh): Movie actor Johnny
Karan, who appeared in more
than 20 films including
"Ghajini", "Hera Pheri" and
"Tees Maar Khan" and who is
contesting the Lok Sabha election as an Independent candidate from Khargone parliamentary constituency, is campaigning on a bicycle.
Moreover, he has only Rs
1,000 in his bank account as
per his affidavit submitted
with the nomination papers.
Karan was born and
brought up in Madhya
Pradesh and belongs to the
Bheel tribe.
Though he works in
Mumbai but he has a dream
to
change
the
situation in the tribal areas in
the state.
He wants to establish a
Gujarat and Bhojpur-like
film industry in these tribal
areas.
A B.Com degree holder,

Karan is facing a severe financial crunch.
"I have only Rs 1,000 in
my bank account. Contesting
an election is quite expensive
these days therefore I am
taking help from my friends
and using a bicycle for campaigning," he said.
Revealing the reason
behind contesting the election, he said: "Development of
tribal areas is my prime agenda. Industrialists are acquiring their lands that is
slowly destroying their
culture and rituals. If I win
then I will raise the issues of
this section vociferously in
Parliament."
Khargone is a reserved
seat and the main contest
here is between Bharatiya
Janata Party's Gajendra Singh
Patel and Congress's Govind
Mujalda.
The constituency will go
to the polls on May 19.
IANS

New Delhi: Pearson India, part of one of the world's oldest learning companies, has
launch its MyIsights adaptive assessment modile to aid students effectively prepare for
their IIT JEE exams as it focuses on the B2C business to accelerate growth, the company said on Thursday.
"Keeping the learners at the core, MyInsights offers assessments and time-based
tests to adjust to the learners' ability level and provide a personalized score and specific learning path for students to master the topic.
"It assesses (identifies generic and specific gaps), measures (the clarity of conceptual understanding) and analyses students' performance in a convenient way by bringing value to the learners. Powered by the algorithm that adapts to each learner's level
of knowledge, the innovative product will provide a unique learning path to support
students with their IIT JEE preparation," a statement said.
Targeting to build a robust B2C portfolio of 50 per cent over the next 2 years, the
company is poised to make a giant leap in the B2C segment with its innovative product line. As digital disruption in the education sector is heavily underway, students now
expect new, predominantly digital and cohesive ways of learning, the statement added.
Commenting on the development Pearson India Managing Director Vikas Singh
said: "We have a formidable presence across all segments of education and now we are
looking at creating a pipeline of innovative digital solutions, well-suited for learners.
MyInsights is an innovative platform that combines contextualised learning with worldclass technology to offer better learning outcomes for IIT JEE aspirants."
According to recent data, 11 lakh students appear for IIT JEE every year but less
than one per cent make it to the campus gates.
"This launch is a critical component of our B2C strategy for the Indian market and
we will continue to add new consumer-centric products to strengthen our business in
the country," Vikas Singh added.
In the fast-moving world, where tailored products and customer experience are a
competitive advantage, Pearson India also offers PTE Academic and Pearson
Professional Programmes that help students realize their dream of studying abroad and
professionals to upskill and reskill to progress in their career respectively.
IANS
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C handigarh:
Punjab
Cabinet Minister Navjot
Singh Sidhu on Thursday
slammed the Badals over
the issue of farm debt waiver, claiming that the previous SAD-BJP government
had failed in settling a single rupee of farmers’ loan
despite bringing an act —
the Punjab Settlement of
Agricultural Indebtedness
Act, 2016 — for the same.
“Positions lying vacant
Badals in their bastion —
Bathinda, had asked them to
run as “Sidhu is coming” on
May 17 — the last day of campaigning for May 19 elections
— addressing four main events
in the constituency.

in most of debt settlement
forums at district level were
not filled.
Nothing had happened
during the previous regime.
It showed their intent and
lack of interest in protecting farmers,” he said.
“They spent Rs 1.50
crore on advertisement of
the settlement of debt. But
not even a single rupee was
settled,” he claimed.
PNS
On Thursday, Sidhu held
a road show in Gurdaspur in
the evening where party’s state
unit president Sunil Jakhar is
pitted against Bollywood
actor-turned-politician Sunny
Deol.

!   %
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Batala (Punjab): The BJPAkali Dal candidate from
Punjab's Gurdaspur constituency Sunny Deol on
Thursday said he has not
entered politics with vendetta
issues.
Addressing a series of election rallies in Batala, he said
unnecessary statements were
being issued against him.
He said he would not
waste his time countering such
statements and instead work
hard towards achieving his
goal on winning the seat.
The actor-turned-politician said his mind was more
occupied thinking about creating employment opportunities and development of the
constituency rather than
indulge in mudslinging.
He appealed to the voters

to vote for the candidate who
cares about the future of area.
Area legislator Lakhbir
Singh Lodhinangal said neither Congress candidate Sunil
Jakhar nor Chief Minister
Amrinder Singh could bring
improvement nor initiate
developmental works in the
area.
The BJP-Akali Dal has
fielded 62-year-old Deol from
Gurdaspur, the seat represented four times by yesteryear
actor Vinod Khanna, who
died in April 2017 due to
cancer.
Gurdaspur lies in the
north of Punjab, sharing a border with Pakistan and Jammu
and Kashmir. The area is not
as developed as other areas in
Punjab.
IANS
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Gurugram: Two persons, including a teacher at a private
school, have been arrested here for allegedly threatening a toll
plaza employee with a toy pistol to demand exemption from
the tax.
A complaint was filed against the accused, Kashish Lamba
and Mohit, under the Arms Act and other sections of the
Indian Penal Code at the Kherki Daula police station.
The incident came to police notice after a video went viral
on social media platforms.
Shamsher Singh, the Assistant Commissioner of Police of
Crime Branch, said: "Catching the accused was not easy
because the car they used was registered on an address of Basai
village but they were not living there.
"We used ground level sources to locate their houses. Mohit
teaches
Physics
in
a
school
in
Far ukh
Nagar and lives in an apartment in Sector 86 on Dwarka
Expressway while Kashish lives in Sector 17," Singh said.
Kashish and Mohit had dinner at Mohit's flat on May 15
and then left for Sector 17.
When they reached the Kherki Daula toll plaza, they had
a heated argument with the toll employee when the two
demanded that they be exempted from paying the tax, said
Singh.
One of them pointed a toy gun at the toll employee and
threatened him with dire consequences, said Singh.
By the time security personnel reached there, both managed to escape.
IANS
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New Delhi: Delhi-based Jaina goup that owns
Karbonn Mobile has tied up with Japanese
consumer giants Sansui and Nakamichi for
distributing a range of products including
Smart LED televisions, home audio systems,
refrigerators, washing machines, split air-conditioners and small kitchen appliances.
The products will also be available
across leading online marketplaces.
Started as a distribution house, the
Delhi firm represents a number of global
brands such as HTC, Motorola, Samsung,
Siemens, Panasonic and Philips (LCD
devices) in the country.
"Jaina Group with its 23 years of excellence in digital revolution will be a strong
point for these brands in the country. With
these acquisitions, we are optimistic about
rebuilding and amplifying the niche brands'
affinity in the Indian market," said Jaina
group Managing Director Pardeep Jain.
The Group in a press statement said that
it will strengthen the channel base further to
ensure easy availability and better after sales
service network across the country.
IANS

Bhubaneswar: The Central government has extended the
deadlines for various Goods and Services Tax (GST) returns
for taxpayers registered in cyclone-hit Odisha, an official said
on Thursday.
State Information and Public Relations Secretary Sanjay
Kumar Singh said the Central government has extended the
filing of GST returns in 14 cyclone affected districts.
The deadline for the GST returns (GSTR-3B) for the month
of April 2019 has been extended to June 20. It was supposed
to be filed by May 20.
The deadline for Form GSTR-1 (sales return) has been
extended to June 10, said Singh.
"As the power and internet services were affected due to
cyclone Fani in Odisha, the state government had requested
the GST Council to extend the date of GST returns filing,
which was accepted," said the Secretary.
Meanwhile, the Additional Secretary in the Union
Finance Ministry, Debasish Panda, on Thursday reviewed the
banking service situation in the cyclone affected districts. The
meeting here laid emphasis on the revival of banking and
insurance services in the state's affected areas.
Panda said that barring Puri district, 99 per cent of banks
are functional in other areas of Odisha.
He also said that ATM issues are still continuing in Puri,
Khordha and Cuttack districts because of poor connectivity
that occurred due to VSATs being blown away in the
cyclone. He assured that almost 90 per cent of the ATMs in
Puri and Khordha districts would become functional by end
of this week.
IANS

  !

  

&!  8
   !
 )15B<'*

resident Donald Trump’s
latest financial disclosure
report is expected to provide a
rare glimpse into whether his
presidency has helped or hurt
his hotels, golf resorts and
other parts of his business
empire.
The report, which is filed
with the Office of Government
Ethics and set for release
Thursday, will be closely stud-

P

ied for changes in revenue at
key properties in 2018, including his Mar-a-Lago resort in
Palm Beach, Florida, his
Washington, D.C., hotel and his
Doral golf resort in Miami.
Experts say the Trump
business has taken a hit from
the president’s divisive policies
and rhetoric, though the
Trump Organisation says much
of the business is fine.
Trump’s biggest revenue
generator among his golf prop-

erties, Doral, took in $75 million in revenue in 2017. By
comparison, Trump’s “Summer
White House,” his golf club in
Bedminster, New Jersey, generated $15 million.
Mar-a-Lago took in $25
million in 2017 and his
Washington hotel generated
$40 million.
In total, the disclosure
report for 2017, released a year
ago, showed Trump’s assets —
including books he has written,
licensing deals and other business ventures — generated
revenue of at least $453 million. The report estimated the
assets were worth at least $1.4
billion. While Trump has not
released his tax records, he has
been filing financial disclosure
reports since he ran for president. The latest report, listing
2018 figures, will allow for the
first time a 12-month comparison with a previous year.
Trump’s report released two
years ago stated estimates for
revenue over 16 months.
A key part of the report
released last year was a footnote listing a reimbursement
of as much as $250,000 to
Trump’s former personal
lawyer Michael Cohen. Cohen,
who is serving three years in
prison for campaign finance
violations among other crimes,
admitted paying hush money
during the presidential
campaign
to
silence
Stormy Daniels, the porn
actress who alleges she had
sex with Trump.
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labama’s Republican govA
ernor has signed the most
stringent abortion legislation in
the nation, making performing
an abortion a felony in nearly
all cases.
“To the bill’s many supporters, this legislation stands
as a powerful testament to
Alabamians’ deeply held belief
that every life is precious and
that every life is a sacred gift
from God,” Governor Kay Ivey
said in a statement on
Wednesday. The bill’s sponsors
want to give conservatives on
the US Supreme Court a
chance to gut abortion rights
nationwide, but Democrats
and abortion rights advocates
criticised the bill as a slap in the
face to women voters.
“It just completely disregards women and the value of
women and their voice. We
have once again silenced
women on a very personal
issue,” said Sen. Linda
Coleman-Madison,
a
Birmingham Democrat.
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ran is preparing to increase
Iwater
enriched uranium and heavy
production as part of its
decision to stop some commitments made under the nuclear
deal, an official said Thursday.
“The process of increasing
the ‘capacity and production
pace’ of enriched uranium and
heavy water has started since
the day the president (Hassan
Rouhani) ordered it,” Behrouz
Kamalvandi, spokesman for
Iran’s Atomic Energy
Organisation, told the semiofficial ISNA news agency.
On May 8, Rouhani
announced that Iran would
stop observing restrictions on
stocks of enriched uranium and
heavy water agreed under the
2015 nuclear deal with major
world powers.
He said it was in retaliation
for the unilateral US with-
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en people have been charged
in connection with maliT
cious software attacks that
infected tens of thousands of
computers and caused more
than $100 million in financial
losses, US and European authorities announced Thursday.
The malware, which
enabled cyber criminals from
Eastern Europe to take remote
control of infected computers
and siphon funds from victims’
bank accounts, targeted companies and institutions across
all sectors of American life.
Victims included a Washington
law firm, a church in Texas, a
furniture business in California
and a casino in Mississippi.

drawal last year from the agreement known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) and sanctions
imposed by Washington on
Tehran.
Since Rouhani’s announcement, Iran has ceased to limit
its stocks of heavy water and
enriched uranium to 130
tonnes and 300 kilogrammes
respectively as agreed under the
nuclear deal.
Under the agreement, Iran
pledged to reduce its nuclear
capacities for several years and
allow international inspectors
inside the country to monitor
its activities in return for relief
from international sanctions.
The deal set a limit on the
number of uranium-enriching centrifuges, and restricted
its right to enrich uranium to
no higher than 3.67 percent,
well below weapons-grade levels of around 90 per cent.
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ran’s Foreign Minister said on
Thursday there is “no possibility” of negotiations with the
United States to reduce spiralling tensions, Japan’s Kyodo
news agency reported.
“No, there is no
possibility for negotiations,”
the news agency cited
Mohammad Javad Zarif as
telling reporters in Tokyo,
where he is meeting with
Japanese officials.
Kyodo said the comment
was in response to a question
on whether he would be open
to bilateral talks with
Washington aimed at easing
tensions.
It did not immediately
carry additional comments
from Zarif.
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ritain’s Boris Johnson confirmed Thursday he will
B
seek to become prime minister
when Theresa May quits,
reports said, as she promised to
set out a departure timetable
early next month.
“Of course I’m going to go
for it,” the former Foreign
Minister, ex-mayor of London
and leading Brexit campaigner told a business event in
Manchester,
northwest
England, the BBC and Sky
News reported.
The decision comes as lit-

tle surprise as Johnson, one of
Britain’s
most
identifiable
politicians
known simply as “Boris”, has
long been known to covet the
top job.
But it effectively fires the
starting gun on a race that
already has more than a dozen
runners and riders — even
though there is no official
vacancy.
May has promised to step
down once the first stage of
Britain’s exit from the European
Union is secured, but this has
been put in doubt by repeated
Brexit delays.
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Seoul: North Korea has said it
is suffering its worst drought in
nearly four decades amid
reports of severe food shortages.
The official Korean Central
News Agency said an average of
54.4 millimeters (2.1 inches) of
rain fell throughout the country in the first five months of
this year. It said that is the lowest level since 1982, when North
Korea received 51.2 millimeters
(2 inches) of rain on average
during the same period.
The report came on
Wednesday after UN food agencies said in a joint assessment
earlier this month that about 10
million people in North Korea
were facing “severe food shortages” after the country had one
of the worst harvests in a
decade.
In February, North Korea’s
ambassador to the United
Nations, Kim Song, issued an
unusual appeal for urgent food
assistance.
North Korean officials have
blamed the food shortage on
bad weather and international
economic sanctions that were
toughened after the country
conducted a series of high-profile nuclear and missile tests in
recent years.
In a high-stakes summit in
Vietnam in February, President
Donald Trump rejected North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un’s
call for an easing of the sanctions in return for dismantling
his main nuclear complex, a
partial disarmament step.
KCNA said the drought is
expected to continue until the
end of May. North Korea’s main
Rodong Sinmun newspaper
reported Wednesday that officials and workers are attempting to find new water sources
and mobilise pumps and irrigation equipment to minimise
the damage to agriculture. AP
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VHOHFWLRQUHVXOWVGUDZFORVHUZLWKVRPH
SUHGLFWLQJWKHSRVVLELOLW\RIDUHGXFHGWDOO\
IRUWKH%KDUDWL\D-DQDWD3DUW\ %-3 DQG
D VWURQJ VKRZLQJ E\ IHGHUDO SOD\HUV WKH
&RQJUHVV KDV GHFLGHG WR FURDN ZLWK ULJKW
VRXQGLQJQRLVHV$QGWKRXJKLWSOD\HGDVSRLO
HUUDWKHUWKDQEHLQJDQHQDEOHULQVWLWFKLQJD
SUHSROODOOLDQFHDSSHDULQJVHOILVKDERXWLWVRZQ
RUJDQLVDWLRQDOJDLQVWKDQEHLQJDUHVSRQVLEOH
2SSRVLWLRQHQWLW\LWIHDUVDEDFNODVKDQGZDQWV
WRPDNHSDOOLDWLYHDPHQGV7KDW·VZK\VHQLRU
&RQJUHVVOHDGHU*KXODP1DEL$]DGVRXJKWWR
FDOPGRXEWHUVWKDWWKHSDUW\ZDVGRZQSOD\LQJWKLV/RN6DEKDHOHFWLRQRQO\EHFDXVH
LWGLGQRWKDYHDVKRWDWSULPHPLQLVWHUVKLSZLWKSODFDWRU\VWDWHPHQWVWKDWVKRXOG
KDYHEHHQPDGHDORQJWLPHDJRDQGFRXOGKDYHPDGHDGLIIHUHQFH+HKDVVDLG
WKHSDUW\ZRXOGQRWPDNHLWDQLVVXHLIWKH3ULPH0LQLVWHU·VFKDLUZDVQRWRIIHUHG
WRLW7KLVLVEHLQJUHDGDVDPHVVDJHWRDOOLHVDQGSURVSHFWLYHIHGHUDOSDUWQHUV
³VRPHRIZKRPDUHPRUHTXDOLILHGLQWHUPVRIGHSWKRISROLWLFDOH[SHULHQFH
DQGOHDGHUVKLSWKDQ&RQJUHVVFKLHI5DKXO*DQGKL³WKDWWKH\GRQRWKDYHWR
SD\REHLVDQFHWRWKHJUDQGROGSDUW\VLPSO\EHFDXVHLWKDGDELJJHUQDWLRQDO
IRRWSULQW(YHU\ERG\NQRZVD&RQJUHVVOHGJRYHUQPHQWUDWKHUWKDQDIHGHUDOIURQW
OHGRQHKDVEHHQWKHGHDOEUHDNHURIWKHPDKDJDWKEDQGKDQ6RWKLVFKDQJHRI
WDFNUHJDUGLQJWHUULWRULDOPLJKWPHDQVWKH&RQJUHVVKDVUHDOLVHGWKDWLWQHHGV
SURSVRUFRXOGZHOOILQGLWVHOIRQFUXWFKHV:KLOHOHDGHUVVXFKDV0.6WDOLQ7HMDVKZL
<DGDYDQGHYHQ$UYLQG.HMULZDOKDYHVDLGWKH\ZHUHUHDG\WRVXSSRUW*DQGKL
VWDOZDUWVVXFKDV6KDUDG3DZDU:HVW%HQJDO&KLHI0LQLVWHU0DPDWD%DQHUMHH
DQG %DKXMDQ 6DPDM 3DUW\ %63  FKLHI 0D\DZDWL FRQVLGHU WKHPVHOYHV EHWWHU
FODLPDQWV7KLVLVWKHUHDVRQZK\83$FKDLUSHUVRQ6RQLD*DQGKLWRRKDVVWHSSHG
RXWRIWKHVKDGRZVWREHJLQFRQIDEXODWLRQVZLWKDOOLHVDQGQHXWUDOSOD\HUVOLNH
%LMX -DQDWD 'DO %-'  FKLHI 1DYHHQ 3DWQDLN DQG 7HODQJDQD &KLHI 0LQLVWHU .
&KDQGUDVKHNDU5DR7KHODVWKDVEHHQSDUWLFXODUO\LQWKHQHZVIRUSXVKLQJD
QRQ%-3QRQ&RQJUHVVWKLUGIURQWDQGPDNLQJKLVHQWU\WRWKHJUDQGDOOLDQFHFRQ
GLWLRQDORQQRWVXUUHQGHULQJFRQWUROWRWKH&RQJUHVV6RQLDLVUHSRUWHGWREHPDN
LQJWKHEHVWHIIRUWVIRUDUDSSURFKHPHQWIRUVKHUHDOLVHVWKDWWKH&RQJUHVVZRXOG
EHFRQVLGHUHGDYLOODLQLQWKHHYHQWRIDGHFLVLYHZLQRIWKH%-3OHGFRDOLWLRQDQG
WKHSDUW\FRXOGEHIXUWKHUUHGXFHGLQVLJQLILFDQFHDQGSHUKDSVZRXOGKDYHWR
DEDQGRQKRSHVRIZLQQLQJDQ\RWKHU/RN6DEKDLQWKHIXWXUH6RVKHDQGKHU
WUXVWHGDLGHVKDYHDOUHDG\EHJXQZRUNLQJWKHSKRQHOLQHVWRNLQJPDNHUVOLNH$QGKUD
3UDGHVK&KLHI0LQLVWHU&KDQGUDEDEX1DLGXDQGDOVR<65&RQJUHVV·-DJDQPRKDQ
5HGG\%\ZLGHQLQJWKHXPEUHOODDQGDVVXULQJWKDWVKHZDVVWLOOWKHSRZHUFHQ
WUH6RQLDZDQWVWRNHHSD83$,,,UHDG\LQFDVHRIDIUDFWXUHGPDQGDWH
5DKXO*DQGKLDQGVLVWHU3UL\DQNDPD\KDYHEUHDWKHGIUHVKOLIHLQWRWKH&RQJUHVV
DQGEXLOWD\RXWKGULYHQPDFKLQHU\EXWDUHVWLOOQRWULSHHQRXJKWRGHDOZLWKFKDO
OHQJHVRIUHDOSROLWLNDQGWKHRYHUVL]HGHJRVRIYHWHUDQV6RQLDLVVWLOOWKHEULGJH
IRUERWKWKH2SSRVLWLRQDQGWKHJHQHUDWLRQDOGLYLGHZLWKLQKHURZQSDUW\6KH
KDVWKHEHWWHUH[SHULHQFHRIEHLQJDQDGKHVLYHRIPXOWLSDUW\LQWHUHVWVKDYLQJ
QHJRWLDWHGWKHWURXEOHVRPHMRXUQH\VRI83$,DQG,,0DQ\DOOLDQFHSDUWQHUVDQG
SRWHQWLDORQHVSUHIHUWRGHDOZLWKKHUGLUHFWO\JLYHQSDVWDVVRFLDWLRQVWKDQ&RQJUHVV
SUHVLGHQW5DKXO*DQGKL7KLVZDVHYLGHQWGXULQJWKH.DUQDWDNDDOOLDQFHZLWK+'
.XPDUDVZDP\ODVW\HDU(YHQ7ULQDPRRO&RQJUHVVFKLHI0DPDWD%DQHUMHHKDV
VDLGVKHZDVPRUHFRPIRUWDEOHZLWK6RQLD6KHLVWKHRQO\UHDVVXUDQFHDQG
YRLFHRIUHDVRQIRUWKHROGJXDUGZKRVHHWKHLUFRQWLQXLW\WKURXJKKHUV7KLVLV
ZK\VKHJDYHWKHFKLHIPLQLVWHULDOSRVWVLQ5DMDVWKDQDQG0DGK\D3UDGHVKWR
VHQLRUVOLNH$VKRN*HKORWDQG.DPDO1DWKZKRLQWXUQKDYHIDYRXUDEOHLQWHU
SHUVRQDOUHODWLRQVKLSVDFURVVWKHSROLWLFDOVSHFWUXP4XHVWLRQLVLIVKHFDQGLDJ
QRVHWKHLOOVQRZZK\GLGQ·WVKHVHL]HWKHDOOLDQFHLQLWLDWLYHHDUOLHU")RUQRGRXEW
LIWKH2SSRVLWLRQGRHVFRPHZLWKLQKDQGVKDNLQJGLVWDQFHRISRZHUDQGIDLOV
EHFDXVHRIWKHVSOLWLQWKHDQWL%-3YRWHWKH&RQJUHVVZRXOGEHZKROO\WREODPH
,WFRXOGKDYHVXSSRUWHGDIHGHUDOIURQWIURPWKHRXWVLGHDQGVWLOOSUHSDUHLWVHOI
IRU,WFDQIRUJHWDFRPHEDFNZLWKDQHPEROGHQHG%-3UHWXUQ
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KLVWRRLVKDSSHQLQJ7KH86VSDFH
DJHQF\1$6$LVOLWHUDOO\KLWFKLQJDULGH
RQ &KDQGUD\DDQ ,QGLD·V VHFRQG
0RRQPLVVLRQVDWHOOLWH3ODQQHGIRUD-XO\
ODXQFKLWZLOOKDYHSD\ORDGVDQGRQHSDV
VLYHH[SHULPHQWIURP1$6$1RGRXEWWKDW
RXUVHFRQGPLVVLRQKDVPRUHVSHFLDOPHP
RULHVWRPDNHOLNHODQGLQJRQWKHPRRQ·V
6RXWK3ROHVRIDUDQXQH[SORUHGUHJLRQ7KH
URYHUZLOOUROORXWIRUFDUU\LQJRXWPRUHVFL
HQWLILF H[SHULPHQWV WKDQ DWWHPSWHG HYHU
EHIRUH$QGZLWKLWVODQGLQJ,QGLDZLOOEHFRPH
WKHILIWKFRXQWU\LQWKHZRUOGWRDFKLHYHWKHIHDWDIWHUWKH6RYLHW8QLRQLQ
WKH86LQ&KLQDLQ'HFHPEHUDQG,VUDHOLQ%XWWKHDSSURYDO
DQGWUXVWRI1$6$ZKLFKLVIDFLQJKXJHEXGJHWFXWVDQGLVGHVSHUDWHO\WU\LQJ
WRSURFXUHIXQGVIRUDQHZOXQDUPLVVLRQLQVKRZVWKDW,QGLDKDVDUULYHG
LQWKHVSDFHDJHZLWKLWVLQJHQLRXVDQGFRVWHIIHFWLYHPRGXOHV$QGDWOHDVWLQ
VSDFHWHFKQRORJ\ZHGRQRWKDYHWRGHDOZLWKD:HVWHUQELDV
6SDFHWKHUHIRUHLVTXLFNO\WXUQLQJLQWRQRWMXVWRXUILQDOIURQWLHUEXWDSURI
LWDEOHPXOWLGLPHQVLRQDORQH7KH,QGLDQ6SDFH5HVHDUFK2UJDQLVDWLRQ ,652
KDVLQDTXLFNVSXUWRIDGHFDGHRUVRHPHUJHGDVRQHRIWKHNH\SOD\HUVLQWKH
JOREDOVSDFHPDUNHWSDUWLFXODUO\DVDORZFRVWFDUULHURIVXUYHLOODQFHDQGFRP
PXQLFDWLRQVDWHOOLWHV(YHUVLQFHZHODXQFKHGVDWHOOLWHVLQDVLQJOHURFNHW
36/9& RIZKLFKZHUHIURPWKH86HYHQWKHELJVSDFHSURELQJQDWLRQV
KDYHDFNQRZOHGJHGRXUFUHGLELOLW\7KH1HZ<RUN7LPHV FRPPHQGHG,652IRU
WKHKLJKULVNODXQFK´EHFDXVHWKHVDWHOOLWHVUHOHDVHGLQUDSLGILUHIDVKLRQHYHU\
IHZVHFRQGVIURPDVLQJOHURFNHWDVLWWUDYHOOHGDWPLOHVDQKRXUFRXOG
FROOLGHZLWKRQHDQRWKHULQVSDFHLIHMHFWHGLQWRWKHZURQJSDWKµ(YHQWKH%%&
WRRNQRWHRIKRZ,652ZDV´VKRFNLQJWKHUHVWRIWKHZRUOGZLWKEULOOLDQWDFFRP
SOLVKPHQWVRQD6SDUWDQEXGJHWµ:LWKPDQ\RIRXUODQGPDUNPLVVLRQVWRR
QRZFRVWLQJPXFKOHVVHUWKDQHTXLYDOHQWVLQ5XVVLD(XURSHDQGWKH86,QGLD
FDQQRZSURXGO\SURFODLPWRKDYHVKLIWHGWKHD[LVRIWKHVSDFHUDFHWR$VLD6R
,652GHVHUYHVDSDWIRUSUHWW\PXFKEHLQJDVHOIVWDUWHUDFWLQJLQGHSHQGHQWO\
DQGVHWWLQJDFKLHYDEOHJRDOVRYHUWKHODVWIRXU\HDUV$VWKLVELWRIQHZVVLQNV
LQWKHUH·VWKHQH[WOXQDUPLVVLRQDQGSUHSDUDWLRQVIRU*DJDQ\DDQRUWKHPDQQHG
PLVVLRQLQWHQGHGIRUWRORRNIRUZDUGWR2IFRXUVHLWLVHDV\HQRXJKWR
UHVWRQODXUHOV%XW,652VWLOOKDVELJJHUFKDOOHQJHVWRRYHUFRPHOLNHGHYHORS
LQJFDSDELOLWLHVWRODXQFKKHDY\FRPPXQLFDWLRQVWRKLJKDOWLWXGHVJRIRURUELWDO
GRFNLQJIDFLOLWLHVDQGRUELWDOUHIXHOOLQJ7KHUHLVDOVRQHHGIRUYHUWLFDOLQWHJUD
WLRQZLWKWKHSULYDWHVHFWRUIRUFXWWLQJHGJHUHVHDUFKDQGWHFKQRORJ\2QO\WKHQ
ZLOO,652EHFRQVLGHUHGDFRPSHWLWLYHSOD\HULQWKHORQJHUUXQ
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mid a highly charged atmosphere of election campaigning, this past week gave us
some humour. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi may not have
delivered on his promises in the past five
years but he was kind enough to lend a
little levity to the election trail. In a television interview recently, on the topic of
Balakot, he said that on the day the
airstrikes were to happen, some experts
raised concerns about the cloudy weather but he was of the view that India could
benefit from the bad weather as it would
affect Pakistan’s radar technology and aid
our Air Force. While the entire episode
became a subject of joke with many
memes doing the rounds on the internet
— some commentators even claimed that
Prime Minister Modi was joking —
much like Modi’s tenure as the Prime
Minister, his joke, too, was cruel.
The cruelty of the joke was that while
discussing and considering such an important strategic decision, the Prime Minister
chose to disregard the concern expressed
by our experts in favour of what he calls
“raw wisdom.” It is this “raw wisdom”
which has been on display for the past five
years. This week’s episode was the latest of
the many. In my article this week, I will talk
about how it is time we shelved this “raw
wisdom” in favour of “scientific temper.”
In his book, The Discovery of India,
Former Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
had said that “scientific temper” is “...the
refusal to accept anything without testing and trial, the capacity to change previous conclusions in the face of new evidence, the reliance on observed fact and
not on pre-conceived theory.” Therefore,
the ingredients of scientific temper
include: (i) the ability to read and learn
in order to gain knowledge about a particular subject; (ii) humility; and (iii)
being able to change one’s view in the face
of newly-gained knowledge and information. Let us examine if the Prime Minister
has been able to display any of these
ingredients during his tenure.
Ability to learn: This aspect is limited not merely to reading up relevant material; it also requires a person to learn from
experts in a particular domain. The
“radar” fiasco by Modi was hardly the latest example where he chose to reject expert
opinion. Take the example of demonetisation. It was one of the worst economic
decisions taken by any democratic
Government. It was sprung on all of us
one fine evening in November 2016.
Planning for note bandi was faulty, which
was evident by the huge lines at ATMs and
banks and the deaths of many elderly people, who succumbed to the long waiting
hours while trying to withdraw money to
ensure that they could continue their day
to day lives. That wasn’t all.
Demonetisation was not just a shock to us,

A

the citizens, but also to our
experts. As per reports, the
country’s central bank, the
Reserve Bank of India, was not
even consulted before Prime
Minister Modi sprung his great
economic idea on us, as if the
citizens of India are guinea pigs
for every idea that springs
from his brain. What was the
consequence of not adopting a
scientific approach and not listening to the view of experts in
a particular domain? We were
told that this was done to
reduce black money and transition to a cashless economy.
However, when the dust
settled, several reports, including one by the RBI, and various analysis by domain experts
showed that none of the mission was accomplished.
Reports suggest that black
money, in fact, entered the system as white money. Even the
goal of a cashless economy
remains a pipe dream as the
economy is now at the same
cash level as prior to the
announcement of demonetisation. So what was exactly
achieved?
The informal economy
suffered a crushing blow,
which left the economy stuttering. Further, the decision created havoc in people’s lives.
That Prime Minister Modi
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undertook this ill-advised dive
into monetary policy was not
so tragic than the fact that he
took this decision without
having the humility to consult
the experts in this domain.
This brings us to another
ingredient of scientific temper.
Humility: This is not a
concept that the Prime
Minister is familiar with. Often
referring to himself in third
person, he rarely displays this
grace when talking down to us
as everyday citizens. Another
way of expressing humility is
by accepting that you were
wrong. However, Modi has
never believed he was wrong
and, certainly, has never apologised. Whether it be demonetisation or insulting the memory of a late Prime Minister,
who was assassinated by terrorists, the words, “I was
wrong and I apologise” do not
exist in the Prime Minister’s
vocabulary. One only hopes
that instead of showering us
with his in-depth knowledge of
“radar” systems, Modi will
have the humility to apologise
before the election season is
over. That perhaps could be
hoping for too much.
Open mind: The third
ingredient of scientific temper
is not being rigid in one’s
view. On this aspect, too, the



Prime Minister is found lacking. Modi has time and again
sought to muzzle the opinions
of the Opposition. This has not
only been done in Parliament,
where objections and amendments to crucial Bills have
been discarded, but in the
public discourse as well. In the
case of the Goods and Services
Tax (GST), concerns surrounding the infrastructure
to implement the GST, as
desired by the BJP, were repeatedly rejected because of a lack
of humility by the ruling
Government. Contrast this
with the approach of Pandit
Nehru, who included those
leaders in his Cabinet even
though they often spoke
against him.
As this election season is
coming to a close, I sincerely
hope that Prime Minister Modi
tells us in his television interviews a little less about how he
likes khichdi and mangoes. He
must tell us a little more about
how he plans to imbibe some
of the values briefly discussed
above. Unfortunately, this forecast looks cloudy and it is
unlikely that the Prime
Minister’s “radar” will pick
this up.
(The writer is Jharkhand
PCC president, former MP and
IPS officer. Views are personal)
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7eYTUTRicU\VY^dUbUcd
Sir — This refers to the editorial, “Slipping on oil”(May 16).
Now that US President Donald
Trump has triggered a trade war
with China, the industrial lobby
in America must be feeling
enthused to pursue interests of
members who deal with India.
Trump, who will be facing reelection next year, would rather
pander to his vote-bank than
consider the long democratic
ties with India.
Even as the US uses oil
sanctions to subdue Iran, Trump
gives no concessions to India,
which has been importing oil
and gas from America as an
alternate source in recent times.
Our Achilles heel lies in spending $330 million per day on
importing oil besides the exorbitant privilege of the US dollar
in which oil is traded. Global
efforts towards an alternative
currenc y has remained a
pipedream for decades now.
The US has always used us
as a fulcrum for leveraging its
interests. There is little leeway
for significant strategies.
R Narayanan
Navi Mumbai
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Sir — This refers to the editorial, “Modi, Patnaik warm up”
(May 15). Biju Janata Dal chief
Naveen Patnaik, who has been
the Chief Minister of Odisha for
19 years, knows it very well what
suits him. Yes, he may suffer loss
of some seats due to anti-incum-
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bency but Patnaik still remains
the tallest leader in the State. He
has maintained equal distance
from both the Congress and the
BJP. As long as he keeps his turf
Odisha with him and does not
see a strong threat, he does not
not mind supporting anyone at
the Centre.
Bal Govind
Noida

2\_d_^TU]_SbQSi
Sir — This refers to the editorial, “Ocean of darkness” (May
16). In the first place, vandalisation of statues of icons, which
has seen a rise in recent times,
not only goes against the democratic principle but also exposes the narrow mindset of the

perpetrators.
The vandalism of a statue of
educationist Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar at Vidyasagar
College is deplorable. The subsequent clashes between the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and Trinamool Congress (TMC)
workers left none in doubt that
both parties do not believe in
dissent. It is a fact that learning
is the nucleus of growth and
development. Vidyasagar held
this in high esteem, which even
inspired Swami Vivekananda
and many other intellectuals.
It is painful and distressing
to note that disrespect was
shown to a luminary, who was
revered by people across the
nation. Instead of playing the
blame-game, the BJP as well as
the TMC must pay heed to his
ethics and ethos of Vidyasagar.
The ugly events in Kolkata are
a blot on democracy; election
campaigns are not the prerogative of any single party. Only an
impartial inquir y will pin
responsibility, which must be
conducted sooner than later.
KR Srinivasan
Secundèrabad
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YHU\WLPHZHWU\WREUHDNWKURXJKDFULWLFDOVLWXDWLRQWKHODFN
RILQWHUGHSDUWPHQWDOFRRUGLQDWLRQGDZQVRQXV³WKHDFDG
HPLD·VKDUGZRUNRI5 'VWUXJJOHVWRILQGDPDUNHWWKHLQGXV
WU\UHDFKHVDVWDOHPDWHZKHQLWFRPHVWRSURGXFWDGYDQFHPHQW
DQGWKH*RYHUQPHQWLVWRRRYHUZRUNHGWRDFWDVDEULGJHEHWZHHQ
WKHWZR$JULFXOWXUHWKHELJJHVWFRQWULEXWRUWR,QGLD·V*URVV'RPHVWLF
3URGXFWDOVRVXIIHUVIURPWKLV7KHUHVXOWLVHYLGHQWWRGD\DVIDUP
HUVKDYHOHIWWKHLUILHOGVDQGKDYHWDNHQWRWKHURDGV:KDWWKH\ODFN
LVFRQWLQXRXVHGXFDWLRQDQGXSGDWLRQRIWHFKQRORJ\³QRWRQO\LQ
WKHWUDGLWLRQDOVHQVHRIWKHWHUPGHILQLQJOLWHUDF\EXWDOVRHGXFD
WLRQUHODWHGWRIDUPLQJDFWLYLWLHVEDVHGRQVFLHQFHWKDWH[SODLQVWKHLU
H[LVWLQJSUDFWLFHVDQGGLVSHOVYDULRXVP\WKV
$FDGHPLFSXUVXLWVDQGWKHORRSRIVFDODELOLW\7KHUHDUHVHY
HUDOLQVWLWXWLRQVERWKSULYDWHDQG*RYHUQPHQWWKDWDUHZRUNLQJFRQ
WLQXRXVO\WRGHYHORSQHZVHHGYDULHWLHVWHFKQRORJ\IRUFURSSUR
WHFWLRQHTXLSPHQWDQGLPSURYHHIILFLHQF\RIH[LVWLQJRQHVZLWKWKH
VROHREMHFWLYHWREHQHILWWKHIDUPHUV7KHLUPDLQFKDOOHQJHLVWRUHWDLQ
WDOHQWZKLFKZHDUHFRQVWDQWO\ORVLQJWRIRUHLJQLQVWLWXWLRQVGXHWR
SUREOHPVRIIXQGVDQGLQIUDVWUXFWXUH'HVSLWHWKHPDQ\FKDOOHQJHV
LQQRYDWLYHLGHDVDUHIORXULVKLQJLQWKHODERUDWRULHVRIWKHVHLQVWLWX
WLRQV%XWWKHQWKH\VWUXJJOHWRILQGDPDUNHWDQGKHQFHJHWFRP
PHUFLDOLVHG1RPDWWHUKRZSURPLVLQJWKHSURWRW\SHVDUHLQVWLWX
WLRQVILQGLWGLIILFXOWWRVFDOHLQQRYDWLRQWRDOHYHOWKDWPD\VRXQG
OXFUDWLYHWRWKHLQGXVWU\DQGIDUPHUVDVZHOO$JULFXOWXUDOVFKRODUV
DUHDOVRLQVWUXPHQWDOLQLGHQWLI\LQJWKHEHVWZD\IRUERWKIDUPHUV
DQGLQGXVWU\DVZHOODVEULQJLQJRXWH[LVWLQJORRSKROHVDQGVXJ
JHVWLQJUHPHGLDOPRYHV$VDUHVXOWVFKRODUVZLWKDVRXQGXQGHU
VWDQGLQJRIWKHPDUNHWDQGJURXQGUHDOLWLHVRIWHQILQGDSODFHLQWKH
YDULRXVH[SHUWFRPPLWWHHVFRQVWLWXWHGE\WKH*RYHUQPHQWIURPWLPH
WRWLPH%XWPRVWRIWKHLUUHFRPPHQGDWLRQVUHPDLQVLQWKHERRNV
'LGWKHLQGXVWU\GXPSWKHIDUPHUV·LQWHUHVWV"'HWUDFWRUVDUH
TXLFNWREODPHWKHLQGXVWU\DQGGXPSDFDGHPLFVXFFHVVLQWKH
QDPHRISRRUSURILWDELOLW\RUVFDODELOLW\%XWZKDWWKH\IDLOWRUHDOLVH
LVWKDWZKLOHDODESURWRW\SHPDUNVLQWHOOHFWXDOVXFFHVVLWLVGHYHO
RSHGLQ¶LGHDOFRQGLWLRQV·,WGRHVSURYLGHDGHSHQGDEOHPRGHOWR
WKHLQGXVWU\WRPRGLI\DQGPDNHLWVXLWDEOHWRWKHQHHGVRIWKHIDUP
HUV:KHQSXWWRWHVWWKHSURWRW\SHPD\QRWSHUIRUPEHFDXVHFRQ
GLWLRQVWKHUHDUHRIWHQIDUIURPLGHDO,WLVIRUWKHLQGXVWU\WREULGJH
WKLVJDSEHWZHHQWKH¶LGHDO·DQGWKH¶UHDO·7KLVVKRXOGEHDFRQ
VWDQWSXUVXLWDQGUHTXLUHVLQWHUYHQWLRQVIURPRWKHUTXDUWHUVDVZHOO
7KHIDUPHUGRHVQRWFDUHDERXWLQFUHDVHGQXPEHUVLQWKHSRZHU
RIWKHWUDFWRUWKHSULFHRIWKHQHZYDULDQWDQGDVXEVWDQWLDOLPSURYH
PHQWLQSHUIRUPDQFHDUHDELJJHUFRQFHUQIRUKLP:KLOHLWLVERWK
HDV\WRSRLQWILQJHUVDWWKHLQGXVWU\DFFXVLQJWKHPRIPDNLQJSURI
LWVDWWKHFRVWRIIDUPHUVRQHFDQQRWIRUJHWWKDWWKHLQGXVWU\KDV
WREHVHOIVXVWDLQLQJIRUZKLFKWKHEXVLQHVVVKRXOGEHPRGHOOHG
PRUHWRVHHNUHWXUQRQLQYHVWPHQWWKDQSKLODQWKURS\7KHLQGXVWU\
KDVQHYHUVKLHGIURPWDNLQJIRUZDUGVWHSVDQGLVDOZD\VUHDG\WR
FROODERUDWHZLWKWKH*RYHUQPHQWWRPDNHWKHIDUPHUV·OLYHVHDV\
&UXFLDOUROHSOD\HGE\SODQQHUV+HUHFRPHVWKHUROHRIWKRVH
ZKR PDNH WKH ODZV ,Q UHFHQW WLPHV ZH KDYH VHHQ WKDW WKH
*RYHUQPHQWKDVEHHQSURDFWLYHLQLVVXLQJUHOLHISDFNDJHVIRUIDUP
HUVLQYLHZRIWKHHOHFWLRQV+RZHYHUWKLVFDPHDIWHUIDUPHUVDFURVV
WKHFRXQWU\SURWHVWHGIDOOLQJSULFHVDQGODFNRIPHFKDQLVPWRHQVXUH
063IRUGHVLJQDWHGFURSVDPRQJRWKHUV:KLOHWKHIDUPHUVUHHOHG
XQGHUSRRUSULFHVFRQVXPHUVHQGXUHGULVLQJLQIODWLRQUDWHV&OHDUO\
WKHUHLVDJDSZKLFKZDVSUHFLSLWDWHGE\SRRUSROLF\PDNLQJGUL
YHQE\ODFNRIJURXQGOHYHONQRZOHGJHDQGSROLWLFDOZLOOWRLQFOXGH
DJULFXOWXUHLQWRWKHFRUHSROLWLFDOGLVFRXUVHRIWKHFRXQWU\7KDWLV
LQGHHGVXUSULVLQJIRUDQDJUDULDQFRXQWU\+RZHYHULQUHFHQW\HDUV
.ULVKL9LJ\DQ.HQGUDV .9.V KDYHHPHUJHGDVDSRZHUIXOWRROWR
WUDQVIRUPDJULFXOWXUHLQ,QGLD,QFHSWHGE\WKH*RYHUQPHQWRI,QGLD
WKURXJKWKH,QGLDQ&RXQFLOIRU$JULFXOWXUDO5HVHDUFKDODUJHQHW
ZRUNRIRYHU.9.VDFURVVWKHFRXQWU\LVIRVWHULQJDPXOWLGLV
FLSOLQDU\DSSURDFKLQWKHIDUPHUV7KHFHQWUHVFRQGXFWWHFKQROR
J\DVVHVVPHQWDQGUHILQHPHQWGLVVHPLQDWHNQRZOHGJHDQGSUR
YLGHFULWLFDOLQSXWVXSSRUWIRUWKHIDUPHUV$1,7,$D\RJVWXG\RQ
WKHLPSDFWRI.9.VRQIDUPHUVIRXQGWKDWSHUFHQWIDUPHUVUHSRUW
HGWKDWWKH\LPSOHPHQWHGWKHWHFKQRORJ\LPPHGLDWHO\DIWHULWVGLV
VHPLQDWLRQE\.9.DQGWKDWSHUFHQWGLGVRIURPWKHQH[WDJUL
FXOWXUDOVHDVRQ,WIRXQGWKDWWHFKQRORJLHVDGRSWHGUHVXOWHGLQKLJK
HUSURGXFWLYLW\HQKDQFHGLQFRPHVDQGUHGXFWLRQRIGUXGJHU\
5LJKWDPRXQWRIUHJXODWLRQDQGHPSDWKHWLFODZVDUHWKHSUL
PDU\QHHGVWKDWZLOOKHOSWKHDFDGHPLDDQGLQGXVWU\FROODERUDWH
EHWWHUDQGEULQJWKHEHVWWRWKHIDUPHUVWRKHOSWKHPVXUYLYHWKLV
H[LVWHQWLDOFULVLV7KHRQO\ZD\WRHUDVHWKHHYLORIVWDWXVTXRRI
WRGD\LVWRZRUNKDUGLQRXUUHVSHFWLYHGRPDLQVEXWDWWKHVDPH
WLPHIRVWHUDEHWWHUVHQVHRIFROOHFWLYHUHVSRQVLELOLW\VRWKDWWKH
EHQHILWVSHUFRODWHIURPRQHGRPDLQWRWKHRWKHUDQGUHDFKWKHHQG
XVHUVLQDIRUPWKDWZRXOGEHQHILWWKHP
7KHZULWHULV0'RIDQLQVHFWLFLGHVFRPSDQ\
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n May 5 this year, Prime Minister Imran
Khan broke ground for Al-Qadir University
of Sufism, Science and Technology in
Sohawa. Speaking at the event, Khan said that the
university will “link science and spirituality.” He
added that spirituality was a “super science”
requiring research. He said that the university will
impart knowledge about Sufism and also modern
technology. Khan then explained that this linking
of spirituality (ruhaaniyat) and science will help the
youth understand the whole concept of “the state
of Madina” — an idea of a perfect “Islamic welfare
state” that is being touted by the current Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) regime. To Khan, this idea
is directly linked to the original “ideology of
Pakistan.”
This will not be the first such university in
Pakistan. The PPP Government (2008-2013)
established the University of Sufism and Modern
Sciences in Bhit Shah town, home to the shrine of
the 18th century Sufi saint Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai.
Now a full-fledged campus, its stated vision is to
“impart modern scientific knowledge and the education of Sufi saints which focuses on tolerance, harmony and brotherhood.”
The idea of this university was born from the
concern that over the decades, some rigid and even
violent strands of the Muslim faith had permeated society and its education system. These needed to be neutralised by the study and proliferation
of the faith’s more esoteric strands such as Sufism,
coupled with modern sciences.
Even though such endeavours can be appreciated, I believe Khan wasn’t very lucid in his own
mind about the core purpose of the Al-Qadir
University. He said he had been planning to build
such a university for over 23 years, yet he sounded rather woolly about what it was that he wanted to achieve. In contrast to this, the university in
Bhit Shah is clear about what it wants to achieve,
ie, to encourage empirical thinking through the
teaching of modern sciences and ethics and values derived from the works and examples of famous
Sufi saints.
However, being a populist, Khan ended up
muddling his own vision by unnecessarily politicising the whole idea of imparting modern knowledge from the platform of Sufism. First of all, one
just can’t see how Sufism is in any way linked to
his spiel about the “state of Madina” or the so-called
“ideology of Pakistan”. The “state of Madina” slogan — and it is nothing more than that — is derived
from the musings of some particular segments of
India’s Muslim community, who supported the
Pakistan Movement. But these segments were not
present in the leadership circles of Jinnah’s All India
Muslim League (AIML), nor were they part of the
region’s Muslim working and peasant classes.
Instead, these segments were largely made up
of middle class activists, madrasa students and
teachers, imams of mosques and certain Muslim
journalists and newspapers of northern India.
Understanding the idea of Pakistan as a 20th century reinvention of Islam’s first socio-political setup in Madina was not on the minds of the country’s founders. As demonstrated by Markus
Daechsel in his brilliant study of India’s urban middle class milieu in the first half of the 20th century, rhetorical proclamations about creating an
Islamic utopia mostly originated from activist seg-
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ments among urban middle class Muslims. But the
fact is, these were largely ignored by the AIML’s top
leadership and intellectuals.
For example, in the 1930s, two young Islamic
scholars, Abdus Sattar and Ibrahim Chishti, published a pamphlet called ‘Scheme.’ The pamphlet
put forward the idea of a ‘Khuda Mard’ (or a
Muslim Übermensch), who would defeat the forces
of all other faiths and create an Islamic utopia. Then
there were Urdu newspapers, such as Inqilaab,
which kept harping about the importance of creating a Muslim country, which would re-enact the
seventh century ‘Riyasat-i-Madina.’ These are but
just two examples. Daechsel has furnished many
more. But none were taken very seriously by the
AIML. Instead, its top cadres were steeped in the
ideas and works of thinkers such as Sir Syed Ahmad
Khan, Syed Ameer Ali, Chiragh Ali and Allama
Iqbal, who had worked to construct a ‘modernist’
strand of Islam, which would navigate the faith’s
future through science, reason and social and economic modernity.
Khan and his party seem to have adopted the
Riyasat-i-Madina idea from the works and slogans
of the milieu, which Daechsel investigated in his
book. More so, the conceptual (as opposed to
empirical) notion of the “state of Madina” was revitalised by an Indian intellectual and author Venkat
Dhulipala in his 2015 tome Creating a New Medina:
State Power, Islam, and the Quest for Pakistan in Late
Colonial North India.
Interestingly, the book became popular in
Pakistan among various conservative outfits
opposed to the ‘modernist’ version of Pakistan’s creation. American historian Gail Minault points out
that Dhulipala’s book — which tries to justify the
theological narrative behind Pakistan’s creation —
“is not history from above or below but rather the
middle”. It largely ignores the ideas of the AIML’s
top tier leadership and those associated with the
Muslim masses. Instead, Dhulipala uses the rav-
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ings of the mentioned middle class segments as his
main source material. These segments were largely blocked out by AIML.
Riyasat-i-Madina has nothing to do with the
“ideology of Pakistan” either. First, as historians such
as Ayesha Jalal and Dr Mubarak Ali have demonstrated, the expression “ideology of Pakistan” or the
term “Pakistan ideology” did not come into being
till the early 1960s — more than a decade after
Pakistan’s creation. The founders used no such term.
And even from when it was first coined by the Ayub
Khan regime (1958-69) till the mid-1970s, this ‘ideology’ was driven by the whole idea of “Muslim
modernism” initiated by Sir Syed and evolved by
Iqbal. It became rigid and myopic after 1979 and
eventually stagnant — even destructive.
Khan should avoid projecting his own confusion in this context on to his many impressionable
young followers, who are already confused by the
various experiments conducted by the state in the
name of ideology. It should also be known that there
is not one but at least three strands of Sufism operating in Pakistan. As Katherine Ewing (in Arguing
Sainthood) and Alix Philippon (in State and
Nation Building in Pakistan) have shown, there is
one version of Sufism, which was created by the
state and exhibits Sufi saints as tolerant and passionate but law-abiding men. Then there is a version created by the country’s pop culture, which is
basically an artistic variation of the state’s version.
And then there is one held by radical Barelvi leaders, who reject the State version of Sufism and bring
it in line with their own not very tolerant and lawabiding version.
Let science and faith be independent from each
other. They do not need to interact nor clash. A
fusion of both in a country like Pakistan will eventually see faith overwhelm science and become
increasingly political and dogmatic. This is neither
beneficial for faith nor to science.
(The Dawn)
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F; 
he Indian electorate is busy
exercising its franchise to elect
its representative to the 17th
Lok Sabha. The battle is now in its
last lap with the seventh phase of voting taking place on May 19. Political
parties, all of whom contested the
polls with different targets, are waiting with bated breath for May 23, the
day when the counting of ballots will
take place and the winner will be
declared. Compared to past decades,
this year the nature of electioneering
reached its lowest ebb with bitter sloganeering ruling the roost and tempers running high. In the melee, the
real issues, which should have attracted attention, were buried deep into
the ground.
The general perception among

T



the people is that political parties
missed the bigger picture as they
championed the cause of hurling allegations and counter-allegations on
each other and tried to project a battle of personality cults. However,
what really captures people’s imagination are the various policies and
programmes of parties and the leaders’ performance report. Leadership
is about the capability to deliver and
has least to do with externalities.
Post the release of election manifestoes, most parties and their leaders forget about the promises made
and harp on issues that are irrelevant
in a manner that is best considered
“undemocratic.” Party manifestoes
are unlikely to be referred to in the
future too. Nobody is worried about
the agenda for governance.
One of the reasons for vitriolic
electioneering is the fact that this
election has been reduced as a referendum on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The singular focus
has been on one man. The election
process itself witnessed a presidential style of campaign rather than
being based on the Westminster

style of parliamentary democracy,
which believes in a multi-party system. In almost all Opposition rallies,
the anti-Modi narrative and aggressive public theatrics against the
Government were high on agenda.
Throughout, the Congress made the
Rafale deal its single-point agenda.
It even declared the Prime Minister
a chor (thief). That actually ended up
lionising Modi and helped him claim
victimhood. So though he failed to
perform in governance, he could
make it look like he was up against
obstacles set up by the anti-establishment brigade and was prevented
from doing so.
The BJP, too, did not lag behind.
The Prime Minister lost not a single
opportunity to dig into the Congress’
past follies, raising serious allegations
of corruption against it. Besides, it
has also been mocking the mahagathbandhan with names like ‘Maha
Thug Bandhan’ and ‘Maha Milawat.’
This writer has been closely
monitoring the pulse of the people
and it can be said that the numerous
campaigns by various political parties have not been in good taste as

none moved back from practising
divisive political agenda.
The Prime Minister has succeeded in convincing the people about his
strong Government and taking
action against Pakistan-sponsored
terrorism. However, it remains a million dollar question if he has been
able to breach the regional and caste
factors, especially in West Bengal,
Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, and
align them to a more nationalistic
line of thinking.
The second reason why the ruling party has an edge is the fact that
only the NDA is contesting in all
seats. None of the constituents of the
mahagathbandhan or the Congress
is doing so. However, the prevailing
mood of the people is for a responsive, responsible, empathetic and
proactive government which thinks
about its youth, farmers, the downtrodden, environment, clean and
safer industrialisation and a peaceful law and order situation. Whatever
be the poll results, the country must
brace up for effective governance for
the next five years.
This author would like to flag a

few subjects for the new government.
The first subject is to factor the environmental concerns as a core segment of our developmental policies.
The changing dimensions of climate
change impacts being faced call for
a thorough restructuring of our
planning process. India has pledged
to ensure Millennium Development
Goals and the foremost effort, therefore, is to reduce poverty and ensure
ecological security.
This emphasis on environment,
however, does not mean that the
development process should be sacrificed. It means striking a balance,
going for innovative ideas and bringing superior technology. In this
regard, though the country is progressing well in meeting the Paris
commitment on climate change, we
still need a lot of synergy and coherence in our developmental activities.
We need to ensure development
of tribal areas on priority along
with 170,000 villages situated in
and around 32 million hectares of
forests. The management of forests
should focus on water conservation
to recharge our aquifers, ensure

water flow in our rain fed rivers and
promote biodiversity both in forests
and agriculture fields.
The second issue relates to
enhancing the agriculture productivity and diversifying the income of
farmers from animal husbandry and
other primary sectors resources.
The disaster management programmes must have a portfolio for
natural resources management.
The new government must also
decentralise decision-making, cut
red tapism in governance, bring farreaching changes in the education
sector and make health affordable to
all. The social sector may not seem
a priority worth staking all resources
but it is this segment which translates
into a happy electorate. As far as
national security is concerned, our
defence processes need to be transparent and the Kashmir issue dealt
with firmly but sensitively. Till we
confront issues that we do not prefer talking about and consign them
to vision papers, India will always be
a languishing than a winning
prospect.
(The writer is a retired civil servant)



)<<)1 
.<A1(12.5

(   
   
! !
   
 N
!
  
 

    
  /
 ! "" 
  %   
   ! 
! %  #
!   
#     
!
CWT6dPaSXP]4SXc^aXP[

RAIPUR | FRIDAY | MAY 17, 2019

08

COUNTDOWNTOFINALPHASE

IN BENGAL

Law & order worse than J&K: PM EC is BJP’s buddy, says Mamata
SAUGAR SENGUPTA n DUM DUM

rime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday ended
his unprecedented war of
words with Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee by calling her
an arrogant person who would
soon be punished by the people for considering Bengal her
personal property.
Attacking the Chief
Minister for “her ballooning
arrogance” Modi said “Mamata
didi has tormented democracy
as nobody has just because of
her arrogance.
“This is because she thinks
that Bengal is her personal property. But the freedom-loving
people of Bengal have read
through your party’s mischief
and have decided to teach you a
lesson,” Modi told a rally at Dum
Dum, in South 24 Parganas.
Comparing the situation in
Bengal with that of terror-hit
Jammu & Kashmir, Modi said
“even in terror-hit Jammu &
Kashmir the panchayat and
then general elections did not
see a single incident of violence
whereas in Bengal each and
every phase of elections have
witnessed violence.”
From the first phase to the
sixth phase “there was not a
district or not a seat that did
not witness violence and bloodshed,” he said alleging “this is
all the result of your ballooning ego. You think that Bengal
is your personal property and
you are getting angry out of the
frustration of defeat staring in
your face.”

P

“Banerjee had problems with
the people of UP, Bihar and
other States living in Bengal but
she does not have problems
with the infiltrators.”
Apparently aware that the
damage of Ishwar Chandra
Vidya Sagar’s statue by alleged
BJP youth had hurt the Bengali
sentiments Modi said he would
get a new 5-metal statue constructed.
Criticising Banerjee for
“insulting the Election
Commission, CAPF and other
constitutional institutions” for
allegedly “playing partisan role
in the elections,” Modi said
“these are the same bodies
which saved you from the Left
violence. Had they not been
there in 2009 and 2011 you
would never have been the
Chief Minister of this State.”
He said, “you are free to
dream to become a Prime
Minister but you have no right
to abuse the constitutional
authorities of the country.”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at
an election rally in Mathurapur,
south of Kolkata, on Thursday AP

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n
DIAMOND HARBOUR

he last day of a truncated
seventh phase campaigning
saw Bengal Chief Mamata
Banerjee hitting out both at the
BJP and its “buddy” Election
Commission for teaming up to
defeat the “sane democratic
forces” and vouched not to
yield an inch of land to the
Lotus symbol.
Calling Prime Minister
Narendra Modi a “liar” and BJP
president Amit Shah a “goonda” who ignited communal
fire wherever he went, the
Chief Minister held the latter
responsible for breaking of
renaissance icon Ishwar
Chandra Vidya Sagar’s statue.
Referring to the Tuesday’s
incident Banerjee told a huge
rally at Diamond Harbour, “it
is the habit and culture of the
BJP to break statues. They
have done it with the statues of
other stalwarts like BR
Ambedkar too.”

T

Didi’s nephew threatens PM with libel
Modi said, “Didi’s anger
stems from the fact that the
people have rejected him and
she cannot accept this truth,”
adding “I advise you Didi to
accept the truth that the people have rejected you. You considered yourself the supreme
leader of Bengal but you forgot
that the people are the supreme

in democracy.”
In an apparent bid to allure
the youth he said “Didi you are
facing not the old Left but the
young of 21st century generation of Bengal who would give
you a befitting reply.”
In what experts called a bid
to divide the State along linguistic lines Modi said

Kolkata: Abhishek Banerjee the nephew of Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on Thursday threatened Prime
Minister Narendra Modi with a legal notice for accusing him of
illegally occupying building from where he was running his party
office. Modi had earlier alleged that “Bhatija” (Abhishek) was illegally occupying the building from where the TMC ran its party
office in his constituency. “Apologise within 48 hours or I shall
send you a legal notice for telling the lie,” he said. Elsewhere at
Durgapur Railway Station a man was arrested by the GRP for
carrying unexplained cash amounting to Rs 70 crore. He was carrying the cash in a trolley bag. Earlier two men, including an
alleged former PA of State BJP president Dilip Ghosh was arrested from Assansol Station with Rs 1 crore.
PNS

It were the “goondas led by
the BJP president — a habitual riot-monger — who broke
the statue of our national icon,”
Banerjee said rejecting Modi’s
offer to erect a grand statue of
the social early 19th century
social reformer.
Rejecting the Prime
Minister’s offer to rebuild a
“panch dhatu” (five-metals) statue of Vidya Sagar she said
“Bengal does not need your help.
We are solvent enough to honour our own icons. We don’t
want to take help from you.”
Calling Modi a “liar who
promised to build the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya but went
back on his promise,” she said
the BJP leaders “should hold
their ears and do sit-ups for
telling lies and spreading a
violent culture in India.” She
said “first build the Ram
Temple and then build the
statue of Vidya Sagar.”
The BJP leaders had insulted the Bengalis by hurting
their sentiment and that the
people of the State would take
the proper revenge for the act,
she said. Asking the people not
to vote for those who call
Bengal a bankrupt state she
said Shah was a “goonda neta
who called Bengal kangal (destitute),” adding the people of
the State were waiting for May
19 when they would “not give
BJP a single vote.”
Attacking the ECI for
working in the interests of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and his saffron outfit she thundered: “Modi is afraid of me
(Banerjee) and the Bengali

Mamata
Banerjee
addresses an
election rally in
Mathurapur,
Kolkata, on
Thursday
AP

electorate which is why he has
now decided to invoke the EC
to subjugate the State. But I can
assure you that till I am alive I
will never let that happen and
fight the battle till the last.”
She said the EC had been
sold out to the BJP. “ECI seems
to have been sold out to the BJP,
which is why it is acting in a
partisan manner.” While her
nephew and MP Abhishek
Banerjee said, “Lotus cannot
bloom inBengal as it only blossoms in mud and the water in
Bengal is as clear as crystal”
Banerjee said despite media
hype and violent attempts to
capture power “like they did in
Tripura,” the “BJP will get zero
seats in Bengal.”
The junior Banerjee is contesting from Bengal’s port town
south of Kolkata from where he
won last time by more than two

lakh votes.
This time round Diamond
Harbour is witnessing a multicornered fight with TMC’s
Abhishek Banerjee contesting
against the BJP’s Nilanjan Roy
and CPI(M)’s Fuad Halim.
Attacking the EC for giving
the Opposition parties a truncated last phase slashing the
campaign time by more than a
day Banerjee said this was
done to suit Prime Minister
because “the BJP has no organisational or grassroots base
and it depends solely upon
Modi,” alleging the poll time
was shortened keeping in view
the Prime Minister’s public
rallies on Thursday.
“The campaigning ends
with PM’s rallies. This is a
biased way of handling the
polls. I am sorry to say that but
I have to say it” Banerjee said.

On May 23 it will be ‘bye-bye’ for Modi, claims Rahul BJP seeks action against criminals
PTI n BIKRAM (BIHAR)

rime Minister Narendra
Modi has carefully avoided
speaking on the issue of corruption during campaign, but
we have not allowed him to
escape, Congress president
Rahul Gandhi said on
Thursday, claiming it will be
“bye-bye” for him on May 23.
Addressing a rally in the
Pataliputra Lok Sabha segment, from where Misa Bharti
daughter of RJD supremo Lalu
Prasad is in the fray, Gandhi
attacked Modi for skirting
questions on promises he had
made like Rs 15 lakh in bank
accounts of all poor and creation of two crore jobs.
Asserting that the ruling BJP
was headed for a defeat in the
Lok Sabha polls, the Congress
chief claimed Modi would get a
befitting reply from the people
angry over his failure to fulfil
promises made five years ago
when votes in the current elections are counted on May 23.
In a veiled attack on the
interviews given by the Prime
Minister, including the one to
the Bollywood star Akshay
Kumar, Gandhi said questions
and answers are choreographed
to skirt the issue of his promises. All that we hear from Modi
ji these days are inanities like

P

how he eats a mango and why
he wears half-sleeved kurtas.
Repeating the slogan of
Chowkidar chor hai which has
rankled the BJP, Gandhi said
Modi must answer the questions
we have been raising with
regard to the Rafale deal. Why
he got the contract awarded to
Anil Ambani, why he agreed to
pay much more for the fighter
aircraft than had been earlier
agreed to and why Rafale would
not be manufactured in India.
He owes an answer to the
nation on these counts.
Modi has travelled the
entire country for his campaign, addressing rallies with
the help of tele-prompters. He
has carefully avoided speaking
on the issue of corruption. But
we have not allowed him to
escape. My challenge to him for
an open debate on corruption
still stands. He has been badly
exposed and, on May 23, it will
be a bye-bye for him, Rahul said.
Speaking about his proposed NYAY scheme, Gandhi
said financial assistance of Rs
72,000 per year to poor families would boost demand, leading to setting up of more industries and in turn fueling production and creation of jobs. It
will propel the economy like
diesel propels a tractor.
Rahul also accused Modi of

for free & fair polls in Bengal

Congress president Rahul Gandhi with party’s Patna Sahib candidate Shatrughan Sinha and others during a roadshow in Patna
on Thursday
PTI

making Bihar a berozgaari
(unemployment) ka centre and
charged the Nitish Kumar
Government in the State with
failure to provide relief to farmers through measures like waiver of loans unlike in Congressruled States where it has been
given top priority.
The Congress president,
who toured the state in the first
four phases of elections but
skipped the next two, urged the
people to vote for Misa Bharti,
showering praises on her father
serving sentences in fodder
scam cases for his fight for

social justice. Earlier, Bhartis
younger brother Tejashwi
Yadav, who has emerged as the
partys de facto leader in their
fathers absence, called the BJP
candidate Ram Kripal Yadav
paltu chacha no. 2 (turncoat
number two).
Yadav has been using the
epithet paltu for Chief Minister
and JD(U) president Nitish
Kumar whose exit from the
Mahagathbandhan two years
ago made the RJD lose power
in the state and stripped him of
the Deputy CMs post.
Ram Kripal Yadav, now a

Union Minister, was a close
aide of Lalu Prasad, who quit
the RJD to join BJP ahead of
the 2014 parliamentary elections and won from Pataliputra
seat defeating Misa.
In a show of unity within
the jailed RJD chiefs family, his
wife Rabri Devi and elder son
Tej Pratap Yadav too attended
the rally where other leaders of
the Opposition alliance like former Union Minister and RLSP
chief Upendra Kushwaha
besides ex-CM and HAM
founding president Jitan Ram
Manjhi were also present.

Where your heart lies,
Priyanka asks PM

Rahul kept mum when
Aiyar abused PM: Shah

PTI n MAHARAJGANJ

JP president Amit Shah on
Thursday accused Congress
B
chief Rahul Gandhi of remain-

ongress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on
C
Thursday had a dig at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
claim of a “56-inch chest”, asking where his heart lies.
Addressing an election rally
here in support of Congress
candidate Supriya Shrinate,
Priyanka Gandhi asked, “You
boasted about your 56-inch
chest, but where is your heart?”
The Congress leader also
questioned claims of nationalism. “The PM talks about
Pakistan while speaking on
nationalism. For him, nationalism is all about speaking on
the work done to counter
Pakistan. Employment and
farmer issues are not nationalism to him,” she said.
Priyanka Gandhi accused
the Prime Minister of solely
concentrating on marketing
strategies and dubbed him
“arrogant”.
“In the past five years,
Modi was seen going to every
place across the world, but he
never bothered to meet farmers of his own country,” she said
terming the PM anti-farmer.
She lambasted the
Government over an initiative
it took for farmers. “They have
announced Rs 6,000 per year

Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra during an
election campaign in
Maharajganj, UP, on Thursday PTI

for farmers under the Kisan
Samman scheme. But the
scheme is an insult to farmers
as a family of five would get just
Rs 2 per day,” she said.
In comparison, the
Congress had announced the
Nyuntam Aay Yojana (NYAY)
under which Rs 72,000 would
be given every year to each
poor family, the Congress
leader said.
Commenting on the job
situation, she said, “Five crore
jobs were destroyed in the past
five years. As many as 24 lakh

posts are lying vacant in government departments while
50 lakh people lost their jobs
due to demonetisation.”
She promised that the
Congress would fill vacant
posts in government departments. “We are confident that
after coming to power, the
MGNREGA would be
strengthened by increasing the
labour days from 100 to 150.
Labourers would get wages
regularly,” she added, referring to a rural employment
generation scheme.

PTI n MAHARAJGANJ/BALLIA

ing silent after his party leader
Mani Shankar Aiyar hurled
abuses at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
Addressing a rally in
Maharajganj, he termed Aiyar
“guru ghantal” (shrewd). “Mani
Shankar Aiyar used abusive
words against PM Modi but
Rahul baba remained silent,”
Shah said.
Aiyar had stirred a controversy recently through an
article in a newspaper, reminding readers of his “neech
aadmi” comment made against
Modi in 2017. He was suspended from the party for his
statement.
“Can anyone tolerate abusive words against the PM,”
Shah asked voters. Referring to
the Balakot airstrike, the BJP
president claimed that while
there was excitement in the
country and people were distributing sweets, there was
“mourning” at the offices of
Rahul Gandhi and Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav.
“The glow on their faces
had vanished as if their own
had died,” he alleged. Referring
to Zakir Naik, Shah said the
controversial Islamic preacher
believed that if the Congress or

the Mayawati-Akhilesh Yadav
alliance came to power he
would not be caught.
Zakir Naik, now abroad,
has been accused of delivering
inflammatory speeches besides
money laundering.
“Due to his influence, hundreds of people were killed in
terror attacks in Sri Lanka. This
person is promoting terrorism
and inciting people. When
someone asked him when
would you go to India, he
replied, when the Congress
comes to power,” Shah claimed.
“I want to tell him that the
BJP is going to form the next
government and If you
dared to enter the country, you
would be brought to book,”
Shah said.
Shah also claimed that during the 55 years when the
Gandhi family called the shots,
no initiative was introduced for
free medical treatment. “Our
Ayushman Bharat scheme has
benefitted around 26 lakh people. Our government tried to
improve the living standards of
50 crore people of the country,”
the BJP chief said.
He said the support for the
BJP was coming from the
hearts of the people. “I have visited many states. Wherever I
went, I only heard Modi-Modi.
This is not an election slogan.
It is coming from the hearts of
the people,” he said.

BJP delegation leave after meeting with the Election
Commission of India, in New Delhi, on Thursday
PNS n NEW DELHI

head of the campaigning
A
coming to an end for nine
Lok Sabha seats in West Bengal,
a delegation of BJP on
Wednesday met the Election
Commission (EC) seeking
action against criminals and
history-sheeters to ensure free
and fair polls in the State.
The Opposition leaders also
met the poll body to register
their strong protest to its decision to end the campaigning by
24 hours early in the state after
violence erupted during BJP
president Amit Shah’s roadshow in Kolkata on Tuesday.
However, the delegation
didn’t receive any satisfactory
answer from the electoral body,
said Congress leader Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, who led the delegation.
A BJP delegation, comprising Union ministers Prakash
Javadekar, Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi and Vijay Goel, met the
poll panel, a day after it invoked
Article 324 of the Constitution
to curtail campaigning by a day
in West Bengal for the seventh
and last phase of the general
elections, following violence
between BJP and TMC workers
in Kolkata and alleged that
there is a “complete constitutional breakdown of governance” in the State.
“From the reading of the
(EC) order, it can be safely surmised that there is complete
constitutional breakdown of
governance, and law and order

in the State... The denigration
of the country’s highest constitutional bodies like the EC and
the Prime Minister’s Office by
TMC chief Mamata Banerjee is
itself the biggest danger to the
India’s democratic traditions
and its constitution,” the BJP
said in a memorandum.
Besides action against
criminals, the party also
demanded that the ECappointed observers take
charge of non-statutory electoral functions like permissions, deployment of forces
and maintaining law and
order.”Senior officers of the
CAPF (Central Armed Police
Forces) like CRPF or CISF of
any other force may be asked
to personally supervise the
deployment of their forces and
ensure that act strictly in accordance with the guidelines
issued by the MHA,” it said in
its memorandum.
For his part, Singhvi said
without any quasi-judicial procedure, the EC had cut short
campaigning in West Bengal.
“They didn’t decide who was
behind the violence (at BJP
president Amit Shah’s roadshow in Kolkata). We and most
of the non-NDA parties have
alleged that BJP is behind the
vandalisation of Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar’s statue and violence
at the roadshow,” Singhvi said
after meeting with EC.
“If
the
Election
Commission does this, then the
result that comes out of it is that
the person, who is the culprit,

PTI

gets the benefit for his wrongdoing and the one, who is innocent, have to pay for this as they
have to cut short their campaigning process by 24 hours.
If evidence shows that BJP
was behind all this then why
non-NDA parties pay should
for it? We have not received a
satisfactory response from the
Election Commission on this,”
he said. Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader Sanjay Singh,
who was also a part of the delegation, said, “TMC and other
people should decide now
whether they will go to court
against this or not.”
Campaigning was originally scheduled to end at 5 pm
on Friday for the nine constituencies that will go to polls
on May 19.
Meanwhile, the delegation
also complained about
Raebareli Superintendent of
Police Vineet Singh to the EC.
“Elections were held on May 12
in Raebareli, but what happened on May 12 and May 14
there was a trailer, according to
us, and shows what wrong
things will happen on May 23,”
Singhvi said.
“We have informed that SP
Vineet Singh should immediately be transferred from there
as he is openly getting biased
towards BJP candidate Dinesh
Singh. Vineet Singh had helped
Dinesh Singh’s brother Avdesh
Singh in the District Panchayat
polls,” he added. Nine of the
state’s 42 Lok Sabha seats are
going to the polls on May 19.

Congress leaders Ahmed Patel and Abhishek Manu Singhvi talk as they leave along with other party’s leaders
after meeting the Election Commissioner, in New Delhi, on Thursday
PTI
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alf a dozen candidates
from among the top 10
richest candidates in the fray in
the ongoing Lok Sabha elections are from the Congress,
according to the National
Election Watch (NEW) and the
Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR).
While Ramesh Kumar
Sharma, an Independent from
Patliputra, is in pole position
with declared assets worth over
C1,107 crore, the second, third,
fourth and fifth slots are captured by Congress nominees.
The second in the list is
Konda Vishweshwar Reddy,
the Congress candidate from
Chevella in Telangana, with
total asset of C895 crore.
Nakul Nath, the Congress
nominee from Chhindwara, is

H

the third richest in the fray with
assets worth C660 crore, followed by another Congressman
H Vasanthakumar in the fourth
spot, who is contesting from
Kanyakumari in Tamil Nadu
with assets of over C 417 crore.
With assets worth over
C374 crore, Congress leader
Jyotiraditya Scindia, who is
seeking re-election from Guna,
is fifth. He was richest in recently concluded sixth phase.
YSR Congress Party’s
Vijayawada candidate is in the
sixth position with assets worth
over C347 crore. Congress leaders Uday Singh, contesting from
Purnia in Bihar, and DK Suresh,
contesting from Bangalore
Rural in Karnataka, are seventh
and eighth in the list with assets
worth C341 crore and C338
crore, respectively.
K Raghu Rama Krishna

Raju, the YSRCP candidate
from Narsapuram, is ninth with
assets worth over C325 crore,
while TDP’s Jayadev Galla, who
is contesting from Guntur, is in
the 10th spot with assets worth
over C305 crore.
According to ADR, as
many as 48 per cent contesting the 2019 Lok Sabha polls
have declared graduation and
above educational qualifications. Of the 7,928 candidates,
3,808 (48 per cent) have
declared graduation and above
educational qualifications.
“While 3,477 (44 per cent)
have declared their educational qualifications between Class
V and Class XII pass, 3,808 (48
per cent), graduation and
above,” the ADR said. While
253 candidates have declared
themselves to be just literate,
163 candidates are illiterate.
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ith the stage set for the
final phase of polling for
W
the Lok Sabha elections, one of
the key battles will be for the
Patna Sahib seat in Bihar where
senior BJP leader and Union
Electronics and Information
Technology Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad is taking on
rebel-turned Congress candidate
Bihari babu Shatrughan Sinha.
But in the mid of the frensied elections what has gone
unnoticed is how voters in the
State’s Digital Villages, part of
the Modi Government’s e-governance mega initiative, have
chosen to vote.
After all, it is Prasad, the
Union Minister from Bihar,
who spearheads the digital
movement at the behest of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
In Patna region alone, as many
as 30 Common Service Centre
(CSC), a special purpose vehicle (SPV), to provide basic electronic services such as banking
to villagers have been set up.
Overall, in Bihar, there are
a total of 80 such Digi Villages.
Even the remotest one like
Fathua, Bakhtiyarpur, has now
been rechristened like Digi
Gaon Fathua.
Then there are villages like
Kahra (Saharsa), one of the
most backward villages of the
country, Andalee in Supaul,
Kolhar, Gauripanda and
Daniawan in and around Patna
while those in the remotes
areas are Jamuniya, Misrauliya
and Machragawa in Saran to

name a few. They are all part of
the 2.5 lakh villages across the
countr y where Prasad’s
Ministry has been mandated to
set up basic facilities.
“For the last couple of years,
villagers have been availing of all
services of government like
banks, pensions and other
financial services, passport submission, education enquiries
and many more right at their
village door steps, thereby saving the villagers from travelling
to main district headquarters or
townships,” locals pointed out.
They said smaller villages
have more of hutments but they
have been taking pride in naming their village with the prefix
Digi. But will such development
initiatives trump the caste factors at play in Bihar? Residents
from a cross-section of villages came up with mixed reactions but the common underlining outcome was that caste
arithmetic goes hand-in-hand
with developmental agenda.
The Digital Villages have

been equipped with solar lighting facility in their community centre, energy efficient LED
assembly unit, sanitary napkin
unit with active participation
on Asha and Anganwadi workers and Wi-fi Choupal, officials
pointed out adding these villages would also have the regular CSC services like Aadhaar,
banking, telemedicine, education, financial services etc.
“This is a very significant
step in transformation of core
area of governance and give the
rural India a comfortable life by
the use of technology for overall community empowerment,”
said Dr Dinesh Kumar Tyagi,
CEO of CSC.
While an investment of
about Rs 10 lakh is required for
turning one village into a digital one, the Centre is likely to
spend Rs 10,000 crore in setting
up one lakh digital villages
across the country in the next
five years. CSC will set up
20,000 digital villages every
year in the next five years.

*
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Varanasi: Amid election fever in Varanasi, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s popularity in this holy
city can be seen from streets to stands, with booksellers saying titles written on him are flying off
the shelf ahead of the polls in his constituency.
Among the books doing well are “The Real
Modi” and “Narendra Modi: Ek Sakaratmak Soch”,

according to booksellers in the temple town. While
the first one is an old paperback edition in Hindi,
it is the second title that is catching the eyes of readers in the temple town. Printed by publisher Apurva
Shah of Ahmedabad, “Narendra Modi: Ek
Sakaratmak Soch” is an unusual book as it is shaped
like cut-out put up during election rallies. PTI
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eliance Industries and its
British partner BP plc have
made their first bid for an oil
and gas exploration acreage in
over eight years by bidding for
one of the 32 blocks up for auction in latest licensing round
that saw mining major Vedanta
putting in as many as 30 bids
while State-owned ONGC
vying for 20.
Bidding for 14 blocks on
offer in the Open Acreage
Licensing Policy (OALP)
round-II and another 18 oil
and gas blocks and 5 coal-bed
methane (CBM) blocks on
offer in OALP-III closed on
Wednesday.
Official sources said
Vedanta, which had walked
away with 41 out of the 55
blocks offered in OALP-I last
year, bid for 30 areas.
Oil and Natural Gas Corp
(ONGC) bid for 20 blocks
while Oil India Ltd (OIL) bid
for 16. Indian Oil Corp (IOC),
GAIL (India) and SunPetro bid
for two blocks each, they said.
RIL-BP made an offer for
one block in the Krishna

R

Godavari basin.
This is the first time that
BP is bidding for an exploration
acreage in the country. It had
entered the country buying 30
per cent stake in RIL’s 21 oil and
gas exploration blocks in 2011
for USD 7.2 billion. All but a
couple of blocks have since
been relinquished.
Mukesh Ambani-owned
RIL had on its own bid for six
blocks in the ninth round of
New Exploration Licensing
Policy (NELP) but did not win
any block.
NELP has since been
replaced by Hydrocarbon
Exploration Licensing Policy
(HELP) under which OALP
bids round have been held.
Sources said the block RILBP bid for is the same which BP
had demarcated during the
expression of interest (EoI)
stage.
India had in July 2017
allowed companies to carve out
blocks of their choice with a
view to bringing about 2.8
million sq km of unexplored
area in the country under
exploration.
Under this policy, called
open acreage licensing policy
or OALP, companies are
allowed to put in an EoI for
prospecting of oil and gas in

any area that is presently not
under any production or exploration licence.
The EoIs can be put in at
any time of the year but they
are accumulated twice
annually.
The blocks or areas that
receive EoIs at the end of a
cycle are put up for auction
with the originator or the firm
that originally selected the
area getting a 5-mark advantage.
The two windows of accumulating EoIs end on May 15
and November 15 every year.
EoIs accumulated till May 15
are supposed to be put on
auction by June 30 and those in
the second window by
December 31.
BP made the EoI for a
block in the window provided
for OALP-II which closed on
May 15, 2018. However the
EoIs collected in this window
were put on bidding only in
January this year, a delay of six
months.
A month later, the
Government offered another
23 oil and gas blocks and CBM
blocks in third round, for
which EoIs accumulated by
November 15, 2018.
Sources said OALP-II and
OALP-III ran concurrently.
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he ongoing trade war
between the US and China
T
will help India tap export oppor-
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n d i an c r i cke t l e ge n d
S a ch i n Te n du l k ar on
IThursday
took the covers off
German carmaker BMW’s
latest generation of their X5
Sports Utility Vehicle. The
German carmaker which is
another phase of growth in
the Indian market is in the
midst of a complete model
line-up change and the X5 is
the latest new car that the
carmaker launched after the
new X3, X4 and plans to
launch the larger X7 in the
coming mont hs . The
Munich-bas ed carmaker
which invented by hat they
des cr ib e as t he ‘Sp or t s
Activity Vehicle’ segment in

1 9 9 9 w it h t he f i rst X 5
believes that the fourth generation model will show how
the segment has evolved over
the years.
Speaking to the media
Hans-Christian Baertels,
President, BMW India said
that he expects the luxury
car market in India to recover in the next few months
and the carmaker was still
bullish about the luxury segment despite a slowdown
over the past few months.
The BMW X5 will be available with a petrol and diesel
engine and in three trim levels. Prices will range from
between C72.9 lakh and
C82.4 lakh and will be locally produced in India.

tunities in both the countries in
areas such as garments, agriculture, automobile and machinery,
according to trade experts.
Professor at Indian Institute
of Foreign Trade (IIFT) Rakesh
Mohan Joshi said the US has
broadly targeted intermediate
components from China, particularly machinery and electronics, whereas China is targeting American automotive
and agricultural products
including Soybean.
“These areas offer huge
opportunities for India. Strong
opportunity is unfolding for
India in apparel and readymade
garments as after China, India
is the only country in the
world to match the scale of
operations and integrate its
supply chain for global customers,” Joshi said.
He added that India needs
to make use of this opportunity to significantly enhance its
exports especially in information and communications
technology (ICT) and the
automotive sector.
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resident Donald Trump has
barred American companies from using foreign-made
telecom equipment posing a
national security threat, a move
aimed at banning Chinese giant
Huawei from US networks
amid an escalating trade war
between the world’s two largest
economies.
President Trump signed
an executive order on
Wednesday which did not
directly name any country or
company, but officials have
previously named Huawei a
“threat” and asked allies not to
buy equipment for the nextgeneration 5G networks from
the world’s largest provider of
telecommunications.
Under the order that will
take effect in the coming days,
Huawei will need a US
Government license to buy
American technology.
Soon after the executive
order — “Securing the
Information
and
Communications Technology
and Services Supply Chain” —
was signed, the Bureau of
Industry and Security (BIS) of
the Department of Commerce
announced that it will be adding
Huawei Technologies Co. Ltd
and its affiliates to its Entity List.
The Department of
Commerce alleged that Huawei
was engaged in activities that
are contrary to US national
security or foreign policy interest. As a result, sale or transfer
of American technology to a

inance Commission held
discussions with the finance
ministry on fiscal and economic management as well as
rationalisation of expenditure
related to centrally sponsored
schemes, an official statement
said Thursday.
During the meeting, which
happened on Wednesday, the
15th Finance Commission
observed that the GDP numbers suggest continued high
growth over the medium term
even though there have been
fluctuations within the overall
global trend.

F

“On the expenditure trend,
there were discussions with
regard to rationalisation of the
Centrally Sponsored Schemes
in sync with the new life cycle,
they being co-terminus with
the finance commissions,” the
statement said.
Centrally sponsored
schemes are schemes that are
implemented by state governments but are funded by the
Centre with some portion of
funding being borne by states.
The Commission also noted
that the revenue projections on
direct taxes are healthy though
on indirect taxes, there have
been periodic fluctuations.
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company or person on the
Entity List requires a license
issued by the BIS, and a license
may be denied if the sale or
transfer would harm US
national security or foreign
policy interests.
The listing will be effective
when published in the Federal
Register.
“This action by the
Commerce Department’s
Bureau of Industry and Security,
with the support of the President
of the United States, places
Huawei, a Chinese-owned company that is the largest telecommunications equipment producer in the world, on the
Entity List,” Commerce
Secretary Wilbur Ross said.
This will prevent American
technology from being used by
foreign-owned entities in ways
that potentially undermine US
national security or foreign
policy interests, Ross said,
adding that it has been done at
the direction of the president.
In the order, Trump determined that the unrestricted
acquisition or use in the US of
information and communications technology or services
that are subject to the jurisdiction or direction of foreign
adversaries augments the ability of those foreign adversaries
to create and exploit vulnerabilities in information and
communications technology
or services and that can have
potentially catastrophic effects,
and thereby, constitutes an
unusual and extraordinary risk
to US national security, foreign

policy and economy.
Trump “is incredibly” committed to preventing adversaries
from turning American information and communications
infrastructure into a liability as
opposed to an asset, a senior
administration official said.
The executive order
addresses this imperative by
empowering the Secretary of
Commerce to prohibit transactions involving information
and communications technology or ser vices that are
designed, developed, manufactured or supplied by persons
owned by or controlled by or
subject to the jurisdiction or
direction of a foreign adversary,
the official said.
Responding to questions,
the official said the order was
directed at any transaction
involving information and
communications technology
or services and controlled by or
subject to the jurisdiction of a
foreign adversary that meets
the criteria enumerated in the
executive order.
Regulations issued by the
Department of Commerce in
the coming days will detail how
determinations will be made on
whether a transaction meets
the criteria listed in the executive order, the official said.
Cutting across party lines,
US lawmakers praised the
administration’s announcement. The US and China are
locked in a trade battle that has
seen mounting tariffs, sparking
fears the conflict will damage
the global economy.
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hina on Thursday warned
C
of retaliation against US
President Donald Trump’s
order that effectively barred
Chinese telecom giant Huawei
from the US market, saying
Beijing will take “necessary
measures” to safeguard rights
and interest of its business
firms.
Escalating the bruising
trade war with China, President
Trump signed an executive
order on Wednesday barring
American companies from
installing the foreign-made
telecom equipment posing a
national security threat, a move
apparently aimed at banning
Huawei from US networks.
Trump’s decision risks
escalating tensions with China
as the world’s two largest
economies clash over whether
Huawei — the world’s largest
provider of telecommunications equipment - poses a spying risk to Western infrastructure networks.
The US and China are
already locked in a trade battle that has seen mounting
tariffs, sparking fears the conflict will damage the global
economy.
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he Taiwan Excellence pavilion at the Taiwan Expo
2019 is creating a major buzz
as visitors are treated to some
sterling products and hi-tech
gadgets. The overwhelming
response received during the
first edition of the Expo urged
the participation of Taiwan
Excellence this year as well.
Scheduled from May 16 to
18 at New Delhi’s Pragati
Maidan, Taiwan Expo is an
important platform to forge a
network between Taiwanese
and Indian companies for
exploring business opportunities together. It is organized by
the Bureau of Foreign Trade,
MOEA and Taiwan External
Trade Development Council
(TAITRA), in association with
Federation of Indian Chambers
of Commerce and Industry
(FICCI) and support from
India Trade Promotion
Organization (ITPO).
During the three-day
event, Taiwan Excellence pavilion will prove to be a major
highlight as it showcases a
range of tech products that
define the innovation of
Taiwan.
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New Delhi: The second edition
of Taiwan Expo 2019 being
organised by Bureau of Foreign
Trade (MOEA) and Taiwan
External Trade Development
Council (TAITRA) on
Thursday witnessed potential
healthcare companies from
Taiwan looking for association
in Indian market. The Expo
witnessed Taiwan-India Medical
Cooperation Forum providing
Indian companies an opportunity to learn about Taiwan’s current healthcare development, its
diverse strength in the field of
medical equipment, economic,
trade etc. and the areas in
which the two countries can cooperate in the future.
The “Taiwan Healthcare
Pavilion” themed as “Medical
Science and Technology” and
focuses on Taiwan’s high-quality services, such as medical
services, materials, biotech,
and Smart Healthcare
equipment.
PNS
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ebi on Thursday slapped
a C2 lakh fine on IFCI
SFinancial
Services for “lackadaisical behaviour” as it
failed to comply with power
of attorney guidelines.

IFCI Financial Services is
a depository participant of
Nat i on a l
S e c u r it i e s
Depositories Ltd and Central
Depositories Securities Ltd.
In 2010, the regulator
had issued guidelines to
standardise the norms to be
followed by stock brokers
and depository participants
while obtaining power of
attorney (POA) from their
clients.
Accordingly, the standardised POA was required
to be implemented latest by
May 31, 2010 in case of new
clients and September 1,
2010 for existing clients, Sebi
said in its order.
However, pursuant to
inspection conducted by the
regulator in September 2014,
Sebi observed that IFCI had
implemented the circular for
the new clients but had not
completely updated the POA
for existing clients.
As per the submission by
IFCI, there were 1,651 existing clients whose POA had
to be updated even after the
regulator’s inspection team
pointed out its findings to
the entity in 2015, Sebi said.
Even four years after
IFCI was intimated about
non-updation of POA, Sebi
said the entity is still seeking
time to implement the circular.
The regulator noted that
the entity has adopted “lackadaisical behaviour” and it
was expected from the registered market intermediaries to adhere to directions
issued by Sebi within stipulated timelines.
Therefore, it finds that
there is a violation of the
Sebi circular by IFCI, the
regulator said, and imposed
a fine of C2 lakh on IFCI
Financial Services.
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ormer captain Dilip
Vengsarkar feels trying out K
L Rahul at No 4 is an option
India can explore in the World
Cup since he has the technique
and temperament to succeed in
English conditions.
One of Indian cricket's best
chairmen of selectors, the 'Colonel'
is confident that Virat Kohli's
men will have a smooth ride to the
semi-finals and can take it from
there on.
The number four position
has been a bone of contention after
Ambati Rayudu failed to make the
cut despite being given an extended run in the run up to the tournament.
"We have a settled opening
pair in Shikhar (Dhawan) and
Rohit (Sharma). Virat Kohli is phenomenal at No 3. I feel that K L
Rahul could be an option at No 4.
He has the technique and can
complement the top three well. I
believe No 4 should be a specialist batsman," Vengsarkar said.
Even though the pitches are
expected to be flat during the
showpiece, Vengsarkar, who himself played three World Cups

(1)7"1'&<7'
4<  <)(.11).
<)1<&<)1) <)
.&1'.".
'.B767&. 216<
".*1(17
614 11 )00 A1)
.)1g1)616'7) )
(1'7)74<(1
<7')."1)

F

■ *.'.(

xperienced left-arm pacer
Mohammad Aamir was on
E
Thursday included in Pakistan's
World Cup squad after their
bowlers were taken to the cleaners by England recently.
The thrashing by English
batsmen in a T20 International
and two ODIs has alarmed the
selectors, who were initially not
keen on picking Aamir for the
showpiece owing to lack of form.
Though Aamir is suspected
to be suffering from chicken pox
and is to have a medical examination done in London, a reliable
source said that the team management, including captain
Sarfaraz Ahmed and head coach
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(1979, 1983, 1987) with two in
England, felt that Rahul's technique provides him an advantage.
"Since he is a specialist opener, in case of early wickets, he
could provide stability. Also in a
long tournament, if required he
can open the innings. I feel that he
should be a part of playing XI,"
Vengsarkar said about Rahul, who
finished second in the IPL rungetter's list with 593.
The 63-year-old opined that
the biggest advantage for India will
be their experience of playing a full
series in the United Kingdom last
year.

"In England, the weather can
be fickle and that can have an
effect on the performance.
Adaptability will always be the key.
But to Indian team's advantage,
they played in England during the
same time last year. We have had
an exposure to those conditions
and that's good thing. We should
try and use it to our advantage,"
said the member of the victorious
1983 World Cup team.
The veteran of 116 Tests and
129 ODIs is also not worried
about Yuzvendra Chahal and
Kuldeep Yadav's dip in form during the Australia series.
"I am sure both Chahal and
Kuldeep must have worked on
their game as to what went wrong
against Australia. Once they get
there, they must carefully assess
the conditions and accordingly
devise the strategy," he said.
As far as the semi-final lineup is concerned, Vengsarkar
named India, hosts England and
defending champions Australia
as the favourites to reach the last
four stage.
"At this moment I can't predict
about the fourth team. Yes India,
England and Australia have the
team to go all the way," he added.

7     ? 
ment and chief selector will want
him in the World Cup squad," the
source said.
The lacklustre performance
of the bowlers in the matches
against England forced the team
management to go back to Aamir,
who was not part of the 15-man
squad named initially.
"They are also keeping a
close look at Asif Ali who has
scored two successive half-centuries in the ODIs and if he continues his form he might well be
included in the World Cup squad
but at whose cost this has to be
decided," he added.

Mickey Arthur, expressed confidence in the bowler and allowed
him time to recover.
"The chief selector Inzamamul-Haq is also in agreement with
the team management but he
wants to first be sure Aamir can
be fit by the time the World Cup
starts from May 30," the source
said.
He said the team management and chief selector are now
awaiting the medical report of
Aamir.
"If the cricket board confirms
that Aamir can make a recovery
in two weeks time, the manage-
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azio lifted the Coppa Italia
for the seventh time on
L
Wednesday after late goals
from Sergej Milinkovic-Savic
and Joaquin Correa guided
them to a 2-0 final win over
Atalanta on a night in Rome
dogged by fan violence.
Milinkovic-Savic's fine
header set Lazio on their way
with eight minutes left at the
Stadio Olimpico, seconds after
coming on as a substitute,
before Correa sealed victory in
the closing moments of the
match.
The victory books Lazio a
ticket to next season's Europa
League, much-needed for
Simone Inzaghi's side as they
are eighth in Serie A, four
points off the European berths
with two games left to play.
"We really wanted this
Cup," said Inzaghi.
His side's win was marred
by clashes outside the stadium
between Lazio's hardcore
"Ultras" supporters and police
before the game.
Atalanta had eliminated
holders Juventus in the quarterfinals and been bidding to win
their second Coppa Italia and
their first major honour since
they won the competition in
1963.
For the side from Bergamo
— who are still in the running
to qualify for the Champions
League for the first time — it
is their third defeat in the
final after missing out in 1987
and 1996.

 



Gian Piero Gasperini's side
head to Serie A champions Juve

on Sunday looking to keep
hold of fourth place, with AC
Milan and Roma both three
points back.
"It's a pity, but finals are like
that," said Gasperini. "The
decisive moment of the match
arrived in the second half and
we lost on a corner kick.
"We now head to Sunday,
because there is a place in the
next Champions League to
defend. We'll overcome this
disappointment, even if our
run in the tournament was a
great experience."
Atalanta had arrived in
Rome on a 12-match unbeaten run since the end of
February. They had beaten
Lazio in both Serie A meetings
this season.
But they could not find a
way past their solid opponents
and failed to take their chances
in a nervy game, with Papu
Gomez denied by Thomas
Strakosha in the Lazio goal
within the first minute.
Atalanta's top scorer
Duvan Zapata and midfielder
Marten De Roon also squandered two quickfire efforts on
26 minutes, before Gomez hit
the post with 14 minutes left.
Seconds
after wards
Milinkovic-Savic made an
almost immediate impact after
coming on after a month out
injured to replace Luis Alberto,
who had just missed a chance
for Lazio.
The Serb broke through
leaving Pierluigi Gollini powerless, and Correa finished off
a counter-attack minutes later
to award Inzaghi his first major
honour since winning the competition as a Lazio player in
2009.

@ Australian firebrand Nick
Kyrgios was disqualified from the
Italian Open after an expletive-laden
rant on Thursday as defending champion Rafael Nadal swept into the third
round along with top seed Novak
Djokovic and Roger Federer.
Kyrgios grabbed the headlines
when he suffered a spectacular meltdown on Court Three against
Norwegian qualifier Casper Ruud.
The controversial 24-year-old,
who had marked his presence in
Rome by criticising Djokovic and
Nadal in an interview on Wednesday,
starting arguing with the umpire in the
third set.
World number 36 Kyrgios had
levelled the match at one set all but was
given a game penalty early on in the
third set for swearing.
His response was to kick out at a
water bottle before throwing a chair
onto the court, packing his bag and
then storming off court, shouting I am
fucking done''
Kyrgios was automatically disqualified with Ruud winning 6-3, 67 (5/7), 2-1 to advance to the third
round against former US Open champion Juan Martin del Potro.
Kyrgios had already been at the
centre of controversy during
Wednesday's washout when he told
the NCR Tennis Podcast that Djokovic
had "a sick obsession with wanting to

be liked" and that the Serb's postmatch celebration was "cringeworthy".
Nadal was described by the
Australian as "super-salty".
Meanwhile, Nadal crushed
France's Jeremy Chardy 6-0, 6-1,
with Federer, a four-time runner-up,
easing past Portugal's Joao Sousa 6-4,
6-3, and Djokovic beating Canadian
Denis Shapovalov 6-1, 6-3.
All three are in action again later
in the day to make up time after play

was washed out on Wednesday.
Nadal meets Georgian Nikoloz
Basilashvili, with Federer up against
Croatian Borna Coric, and Djokovic
facing
Germany's
Philipp
Kohlschreiber.
World number four Dominic
Thiem slammed tournament organisers after he was dumped out 4-6, 64, 7-5 by Spain's Fernando Verdasco.
Japan's Kei Nishikori, the sixth
seed, got past American Taylor Fritz
6-2, 6-4 and next meets Jan-Lennard
Struff.
In the women's competition,
world number one Naomi Osaka
fought back after losing her serve early
to ease past Dominika Cibulkova 63, 6-3 against the 33rd-ranked Slovak
who she also beat last week in Madrid.
She was at risk of losing her world
number one ranking to Simona Halep
but the Romanian was knocked out
by Czech teenager Marketa
Vondrousova losing 2-6, 7-5, 6-3
having needed to win the tournament
to regain top spot she last held in midJanuary.
Halep's defeat also guarantees
Osaka's top seed at the French Open.
Next up for the Japanese player on
the clay of the Foro Italico is Romania's
Mihaela Buzarnescu.
Czech second seed Petra Kvitova
eased past Yulia Putintseva of
Kazakhstan 6-0, 6-1.
AFP
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ayern Munich coach Niko
Kovac has hinted that
B
departing veterans Arjen
Robben and Franck Ribery
will not be in the starting
eleven for their final
Bundesliga appearance against
Eintracht Frankfurt on
Saturday.
Bayern need to avoid
defeat against Frankfurt if they
are to secure a seventh successive Bundesliga title, and Kovac
suggested on Thursday that
pragmatism may come before
sentimentality when it comes
to Robben and Ribery.
"As a coach you always
have to be a coach on the one
hand and a human being on
the other, and they are not
always compatible," said Kovac.
At a press conference on
Tuesday, Robben had voiced
his hope of making one final
start for Bayern at the Allianz
Arena, and joked that he would
score two goals if he played 90
minutes.
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"Of course Arjen wants to
play," said Kovac.
The Bayern coach said he
had already spoken to both
Robben and Ribery about their
roles on Saturday, but refused
to confirm whether they would
be in the starting line-up.
"I am going to leave you in
the dark on that one," he told
reporters.
Kovac confirmed that
James Rodriguez would be
unavailable against Frankfurt,
and said Thiago and Joshua
Kimmich hoped to return to
full fitness in time to play.
Goalkeeper Manuel Neuer,
who has been out with a calf
injury since April, is also
expected to miss out.
Bayern hope to wrap up a
league and cup double in the
next two weeks, but their success has not stopped questions
about Kovac's future.
Amid speculation he may
be fighting for his job, the
Bayern coach made an emotional plea for more empathy
in football on Thursday.
"I have learned how difficult it is to stay a normal person," he said of his first season
at Bayern. "We have to learn to
have more empathy."
"If I slap you, then the pain
will fade after a while, but it
will be worse for the soul," he
told reporters.
"We have to see the person
in front of us and not just pile
in all the time."
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jax were crowned
Dutch champions for
the 34th time on
Wednesday after they
cruised to 4-1 win at De
Graafschap that completed
a domestic double a week
after their crushing
Champions League exit at
the hands of Tottenham
Hotspur.
Goals from L asse
Schoene, Nicolas Tagliafico
and Dusan Tadic, who
bagged a second halfbrace, saw Erik ten Hag's /"
side win their eighth league
match on the bounce and
formerly win the title after
effectively sealing the deal at
the weekend.
Ajax came into the final
match of the season three
points clear of closest rivals
PSV Eindhoven with a 14-goal
higher goal difference after

A

However the flamboyant Amsterdam outfit, who
captured hearts as their
scintillating football took
them to the brink of a first
Champions League final in
more than two decades,
nonetheless turned on the
style in their final game
before their stars are sold
off in the summer.
Midfielder Frenkie De
Jong will leave for
Barcelona in the summer
for an initial 75 million
euros ($89 million), while
centre-back Matthijs de
4   ,    CfXccTa Ligt, who sent Juventus
packing with a bullet headthey beat Utrecht 4-1 and the er in the quarter finals, could
defending champions lost 1-0 follow his teammate to
Catalonia.
at AZ Alkmaar on Sunday.
Also coach Franck De
Those results made a first
double in 17 years — Ajax won Boer admits that forwards
the Dutch Cup on May 5 — a Hakim Ziyech and David
near-certainty, and in the end Neres would also all be targetmade PSV's 3-1 win over ed by Europe's biggest clubs
come the end of the season.
Heracles irrelevant.

  @ Jack Marriott scored
twice as he started and finished
a dramatic revival that saw
Derby County beat Leeds
United 4-2 on Wednesday to
complete a 4-3 aggregate comeback win and reach the English
Championship play-off final.
Former Chelsea and
England midfielder Frank
Lampard is now one game away
from taking the Rams back
into the lucrative Premier
League in his first season as a
manager, with Aston Villa their
opponents at Wembley on May
27.
Leeds took a 24th-minute
lead on the night through Stuart
Dallas after Kalvin Phillips' freekick came back off the post.
Derby though equalised on the
night just before half-time when
substitute Marriott capitalised
on a mix-up between Leeds
defender Liam Cooper and
goalkeeper Kiko Casilla

moments after coming on.
They draw level on aggregate straight after the break
when Harry Wilson played in
Mason Mount, who cut inside
from the left and beat Casilla.
Derby then went ahead in
the tie for the first time in the
58th minute when Cooper
needlessly conceded a penalty
following a pull on Mason
Bennett in the area, with Wilson

scoring from the spot.
Derby's 3-2 aggregate lead
did not last long, however, with
Dallas scoring his second goal of
the game when he struck a precise shot into the far corner.
Derby's winner arrived in
the 85th minute when Marriott
charged through on goal and
dinked the ball over Casilla just
before the keeper could get to
the ball.
AFP
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(15 Innings, 405 runs)
Virat Kohli's limited
over deputy Rohit
Sharma's Mumbai
Indians topped the
points table with 18
points in 14 games
and then went on to
win the record
fourth trophy after
beating arch-rivals
Chennai in the final.
But Sharma also failed to perform as per his stature
in this year's edition. The three-time IPL winning
captain decided to open the innings but could only
manage two fifties in 16 innings, that too came in
the last four games of the league round. However,
his leadership skills were just out of the box once
again and he made superb use of the resources available, affecting the match result time and again.
Going into the World Cup, his presence and advice
will surely help Virat.

          %     

)

Q    
(14 Matches, 18 Wickets)
Unlike Kuldeep, his
partner in Indian
setup Chahal had an
impressive IPL season but because of
yet another disappointing show by his
side
Royal
Challengers
Bangalore, his performance didn't gain
enough spotlight. Playing under Virat Kohli, he
proved his worth by being the regular wicket taker
and time again helped RCB to get breakthroughs
whenever the team demands one such. Being a smart
bowler who understands the batsman brain, Chahal's
variation in length and quick comeback after being
smashed for boundaries makes him an asset. Also,
his partnership with Kuldeep in the XI, where both
of them compliments each other well will prove to
be a decisive factor going into the World Cup.

&  
(16 Innings, 521 runs)
After being traded
from Sunrisers
Hyderabad to his
hometown team,
Shikhar Dhawan
leads the batting
chart for the new
look Delhi Capitals
with 521 runs. He
played a vital role in
leading Shreyas
Iyer-led Delhi to reach its first playoffs since 2012.
The 33-year-old Delhi lad started from where he
last left in 2018 (497 runs in 16 innings) and
smashed 51 runs against Chennai Super Kings in
his second innings in Delhi colors. And then after
scoring the match-winning 97* against Kolkata in
away time, he scored a hat-trick of half-centuries
against KXIP, Rajasthan Royals and RCB, all of
which came in the winning cause. His presence at
the top not only helped Delhi to get off to a good
start but also his experience came handy in helping youngsters like Prithvi Shaw, Iyer and Rishabh
Pant at the top.

   & 
(15 Matches, 13 Wickets)
Two times Purple
Cap winner in IPL,
Bhuvneshwar
Kumar also got the
chance to lead
S u n r i s e r s
Hyderabad this time
in absence of regular
skipper
Kane
Williamson in quite
a few matches. But
he didn't look that effective as he was some of the previous campaigns. Considered as one of the most economical players and also someone who provide early
breakthroughs, Bhuvi didn't look that impressive in
the slog overs and was taken into cleaners, thus leaking too many runs in the end. His economy rate of
7.81 runs per overlooks impressive when it comes to
any other T20 bowler's statistics but going by his standard it was his second most expensive one. Also for
the second time only in the last six years, he failed
to cross the 15 wickets barrier.

& 
(14 Innings, 593 runs)
Moving on from
poor disastrous Test
form, supremely talented KL Rahul
once again found
his mojo back after
donning KXIP jersey. The third highest run scorer of
2018 edition (659
runs in 14 innings),
India's reserve opener for the World Cup, Rahul
completed his 2019 campaign with 593 runs in 14
matches, scoring six fifties and a 100 against
Mumbai Indians which came in a losing tie. With
yet another tremendous show, the right-hander batsman not only justified his selection in the World
Cup squad but also put forward a strong case for
number 4 position in the Indian batting line up. His
wide range of shorts and ability to clear boundaries
with ease makes him one of the highlighting factor and going be the experience he has of international cricket, he is surely going to challenge Vijay
Shankar for the starting XI spot, considering
Shankar failed to make much of an impact.
     $ 
(12 Innings, 416 runs)
The biggest positive for India from
this edition of
Indian Premier
League is the ravishing form of former Indian skipper
Mahendra Singh
Dhoni. The threetime World Cup
veteran is in great
touch this year and after winning Man of the Series
award against Australia in the three-match ODI
series in January. The 2.0 version of vintage Mahi
is in full swing in this IPL too. Even after suffering from back spam and fever because of which
he missed out two games (both of which Chennai
lost), Dhoni single-handedly took Chennai Super
Kings to the playoffs, this time not just by his presence but also through his explosive batting in slog
overs which made a big difference in the end.
Often being criticized for not having fancy figures
in IPL, Dhoni twice improved his best individual
figures first by scoring 75* off 46 balls, 4 fours and
4 sixes against Rajasthan Royals and then 84* off
48 balls, 5 fours and 7 sixes against Royal
Challengers Bangalore. And during this process,
he smashed Jaydev Unadkat for 28 against
Rajasthan and Umesh Yadav for 24 against RCB
in the final over of the innings, refreshing the tag
of being the Best Finisher of the game. Also, his
average of 83.20 says a lot about his consistency.
& 5  
(12 Innings, 162 runs)
Kedar Jadhav missed last year's edition due to an
injury in the very first game of the tournament and

Yadav failed to get
wickets this season
and after getting just
4 wickets in nine
games he eventually
lost his place even
from the starting
eleven. India's first
choice finger spinner, Kuldeep was
considered as India's
biggest weapon in the bowling front especially after
his outstanding performance against England in 2018
tour, where he took 9 wickets in three games. Even
though his IPL outing affected his confidence, he is
still going to pose a serious threat to the overseas batsman considering the fact that they still struggle to
understand his deliveries and also the presence of
Mahendra Singh Dhoni behind the wickets makes
his look a completely different bowler.
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this year even after
featuring in all the
14 games, the batting all-rounder
failed to leave any
impact on the field
scoring just 162
runs before pulling
out of the tournament because of
another injur y
scare. Going by his performances in the
International arena he is surely going to be the part
of starting XI in the World Cup but the
Maharashtrian batsman struggled to find runs in
the last competitive tournament before the Cricket's
biggest showpiece.
5   & 
(14 Innings, 244 runs, 1 Wicket)
Vijay Shankar was
guilty of putting
India on the verge
of losing Nidahas
trophy final in his
first India call-up
against Bangladesh
back in March 2018
before
Dinesh
Karthik's last over
heroics helped
India to win the game and trophy. But a year after
in his second chance against New Zealand he
brushed aside blues of past to not just erase bad
memories of his first senior team spell but also
secure World Cup berth in the expense of Ambati
Rayudu. And coming into this IPL a lot was expected out of Vijay Shankar to showcase his caliber but
the Tamil Nadu all-rounder performed even after
getting opportunities to bat up higher the order.

  & &
(13 Innings, 253 runs)
Senior wicketkeeper batsman
Dinesh Karthik's
selection in place of
young flamboyant
Rishabh Pant raised
a lot of questions
when the squad
was announced on
April 14 with
experts agreeing
with the fact that Karthik's glove work proved decisive in his selection. But by the business end of the
tournament, disappointing end of Knight Riders
campaign and Pant's match-winning innings
against Rajasthan Royals and Sunrisers Hyderabad
has left DK to prove his worth and silence critics
with an impactful performance in the World Cup.
 & 
(15 Innings, 402 runs 14 Wickets)
Returning back to
the field after a disappointing period
where he suffered
temporarily suspension
from
Indian setup for
loose comments on
women in a television reality show
that caused havoc
and injury that ruled him out of domestic series
against Australia. Hardik Pandya made most of this
year's Indian Premier League tournament by
showing what he brings to the Indian set up with
his presence in the line-up. The 25-year old

Baroda all-rounder hard hitting in the slog overs
in almost every game and his crucial breakthroughs
played a pivotal role in Mumbai's successful campaign this time. Also with the inclusion of Dhoni's
trademark Helicopter shot and the charismatic use
of batting crease to tackle Yorkers, the fast bowling all-rounder updated his batting style and it looks
more compact than ever. What made him more special is his spectacular fielding efforts.
   5 5
(9 Innings, 106 runs, 15 Wickets)
Considering the
weather in England
during summer that
could offer some
help for the spinners, Ravindra
Jadeja booked his
place as a third
spinner in the
Indian set up. The
left-arm bowler had
a satisfactory campaign in 2019 where apart from
being regular among wickets, the left-handed
lower order batsman played some vital knocks at
the end of the innings. However there wasn't any
remarkable performance from him but given that
Kedar Jadhav is suffering from an injury, the 2013
Champions Trophy leading wicket-taker can make
a place in the starting XI as a potential number
seven batsman.
&  
(9 Matches, 4 Wickets)
India's leading wicket-taker in the ODI format since
making his debut, Kuldeep Yadav had a forgetful IPL
campaign in 2019. The joint leading wicket-taker for
Kolkata Knight Riders in 2018 edition (17 wickets),

5  
(16 Matches, 19 Wickets)
Probably the best
bowler in international cricket at the
moment, Jasprit
Bumrah time and
again showed why
he is the worst nightmare for any batsman in the world in
current time. His
perfect yorkers,
slower and bouncers are not just easy to understand
but also hard to tackle. The 25-year old Bumrah for
the fourth consecutive season crossed the 15 wicket mark and what's more impressive this time was his
best ever economy of 6.63 runs per over. But the highlighting spell was his super over against Sunrisers
Hyderabad in the league match at Wankhede. He
helped Mumbai Indians to easily chase down the target of 9 runs with three balls remaining. Also his smart
bowling in the final game against Chennai earned him
praise from Mumbai Indians mentor and cricket legend Sachin Tendulkar, who referred him as the best
bowler in the world at this stage (death overs).
   
(14 Matches, 19 Wickets)
Playing for new franchise Kings XI Punjab, Shami for
the first time featured in all the 14 games of IPL in
his seven years association with the cash-rich league.
And the right arm medium pacer made the most of
it by picking 19 wickets, which is just two less than
his combined six
season dismissals.
He finished the campaign as the leading
wicket-taker of
KXIP and sixth
overall in the bowling chart and vanished the tag of not
being able to deliver
in the shortest format. After his strong comeback in India's Test and
ODI setup, his IPL performance has not just put forward a strong case for starting XI spot but also revamp
his career.

