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In a 3:2 majority verdict, the
Supreme Court on Thursday

referred to a larger 7-judge
bench the pleas seeking review
of its historic 2018 judgment
allowing women and girls of all
ages to enter Kerala’s
Sabarimala temple, set to open
on November 17, along with
other contentious issues of
alleged discrimination against
Muslim and Parsi women.

As the majority verdict,
penned by Chief Justice Ranjan
Gogoi, kept the review pleas
pending for a 7-judge bench
and did not stay its September
28, 2018, majority judgment,
girls and women of all age
groups will be entitled to
undertake the pilgrimage to the
shrine.

The CJI, who wrote on
behalf of himself and Justices
AM Khanwilkar and Indu
Malhotra, said the debate about
the constitutional validity of
religious practices like bar on
entry of women and girls into
a place of worship was not lim-
ited to the Sabarimala case.

They said such restrictions
are there with regard to entry
of Muslim women into
mosques and “dargah” and
Parsi women, married to non-
Parsi men, being barred from
the holy fire place of an Agyari.

It was time the apex court
evolves a judicial policy to do
“substantial and complete jus-
tice”, the added.

The majority view, delin-
eated by the CJI in its nine-page
verdict, was not agreed to by
Justices RF Nariman and DY

Chandrachud.
Justice Nariman, writing

for himself and Justice
Chandrachud, regretted his
“inability to agree with” the
view of the CJI and said the
scope of the review pleas was
limited to the entry of men-
struating women into the hill-
top shrine in Kerala and direct-
ed the State Government to
ensure strict compliance of the
2018 verdict.

The majority judgment
also said that a decision by a
larger bench “would put at rest
recurring issues” with regard to
the fundamental right to pro-
fess and practice any religion.

“In the context of the pre-
sent strength of judges of the
Supreme Court, it may not be
inappropriate if matters involv-
ing seminal issues, including
the interpretation of the pro-
visions of the Constitution
touching upon the right to
profess, practise and propagate
its own religion, are heard by
larger bench of commensurate
number of judges,” it said.

It set out seven questions of
law to be examined by the larg-
er bench. They included —
interplay between freedom of
religion under Articles 25 and
26 of the Constitution; need to
delineate the expression “con-
stitutional morality”; the extent
to which courts can enquire
into particular religious prac-
tices; meaning of sections of
Hindus under Article 25 and
whether “essential religious
practices” of denomination or
a section thereof are protected
under Article 26.

Continued on Page 4
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In a major relief to the ruling
regime and a big setback to

the Opposition, the Supreme
Court on Thursday once again
gave a clean chit to the Modi
Government in the purchase of
36 fully-loaded Rafale fighter
jets from French company
Dassault Aviation, rejecting
the plea for registration of an
FIR and a further probe into
the matter. 

While unanimously dis-
missing the pleas seeking
review of the December 14,
2018, verdict in which it had
said that there was no occasion
to doubt the decision-making
process in the procurement of
36 Rafale fighter jets, the SC
also refused to re-examine the
aspects of pricing, decision
making process and selection
of the offset partner in the deal.
“This court did not consider it
appropriate to embark on a
roving and fishing enquiry,” a
Bench headed by Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi and comprising
Justices SK Kaul and KM
Joseph said.

The apex court was not sat-
isfied with the submission that
it decided the disputed ques-
tions of facts in the �59,000-
crore deal “prematurely” with-
out investigation. However,
Justice Joseph, in a separate
judgment, said, “Petitioners
can approach the CBI for reg-
istering an FIR provided the
CBI gets nod from the
Government as per the
Prevention of Corruption Law.”

“No doubt that there was a

prayer made for registration of
FIR and further investigation
but then once we had examined
the three aspects on merits we
did not consider it appropriate
to issue any directions, as
prayed for by the petitioners
which automatically covered
the direction for registration of
FIR, prayed for,” said the
Bench.

The review applications
cannot be entertained unless
there is an “error apparent on
the face of the record”, the apex
court said.

The Bench said it cannot
lose sight of the fact that it is
dealing with a contract for air-
craft, which was pending
before different Governments
for quite some time and the
necessity for those aircraft has
never been in dispute.

“We were, however, cau-
tious to note that this was in the
context of the writ petition filed
under Article 32 of the
Constitution of India, 
the jurisdiction invoked,” said
the Bench.

The petition seeking re-
examination of the December
14, 2018, verdict was filed by
former Union Ministers
Yashwant Sinha, Arun 
Shourie and activist lawyer
Prashant Bhushan. Other
review petitions were filed by
lawyer Vineet Dhandha and
Aam Aadmi Party lawmaker
Sanjay Singh.

The Bench said it appears
that the petitioners construed
themselves as an appellate
authority to determine each
aspect of the contract and

involve the SC to do the same.
While dealing with the

allegation of irregularities on
the pricing of the jets, the top
court said that it satisfied itself
with the material made avail-
able and it is not the function
of this court to determine the
prices and act on mere “suspi-
cion” of certain persons.

“The internal mechanism
of such pricing would take
care of the situation. On the
perusal of documents we had
found that one cannot compare
apples and oranges. Thus, the
pricing of the basic aircraft had
to be compared which was
competitively marginally lower.

“As to what should be
loaded on the aircraft or not
and what further pricing
should be added has to be left
to the best judgment of the
competent authorities,” the
Bench said. 

Continued on Page 4
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Moody’s Investors Service
on Thursday cut India’s

economic growth forecast for
current year to 5.6 per cent
from 5.8 per cent estimated
earlier, saying GDP slowdown
is lasting longer than expected.

“We have revised down
our growth forecast for India.
We now forecast slower real
GDP growth of 5.6 per cent in
2019, from 7.4 per cent in
2018,” it said. It expected eco-
nomic activity to pick up in
2020 and 2021 to 6.6 per cent
and 6.7 per cent, respectively,
but the pace to remain lower.  

Detailed report on P10
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Following the Supreme
Court’s clean chit to the

Rafale deal, the BJP on
Thursday lost no time in
launching an all-out attack on
the Congress and its ex-chief
Rahul Gandhi demanding an
apology from him. An unde-
terred Rahul hit back latching
on to a separate judgment by
Justice KM Joseph, who said the
“petitioners can approach the
CBI for registering an FIR” to
demand a Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) probe.

While BJP president Amit
Shah led the charge, Rahul did
so for the Congress claiming
that the judgment is not a
clean chit for the Government
and that there should be a par-
liamentary panel probe as
Justice KM Joseph has left open
a “huge door” for investigation.

The Congress had used
the Modi Government’s pur-
chase of 36 Rafale jets from
French aerospace major

Dassault Aviation for the IAF
at a cost of �59,000 crore as one
of the major issues in the 2019
Lok Sabha polls, combining it
with its “Chowkidar Chor Hai”
slogan. The pitch, however,
was rejected by the voters as the
Congress could win just 52 Lok
Sabha seats.

The grand old party may
raise the issue during the
Parliament session in conso-
nance with other like-minded
parties. In a series of tweets,
Shah said the judgment of the
apex court has proved that the
disruption of Parliament over
the Rafale fighter aircraft deal
was a “sham”. “Supreme Court’s
decision to dismiss the review
petition on #Rafale is a befitting
reply to those leaders and par-
ties who rely on malicious and
baseless campaigns,” he said. 

Countering the BJP narra-
tive, Rahul took to twitter
using hashtag
“BJPLiesOnRafale” and tweet-
ed, “Justice Joseph of the
Supreme Court has opened a

huge door into investigation of
the RAFALE scam. An inves-
tigation must now begin in full
earnest. A JPC must also be set
up to probe this scam.”
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The Supreme Court verdict
on the Rafale deal comes as

a big boost to expedite defence
procurements, including
Government-to-Government
contracts. India desperately
needs modern weapon sys-
tems to maintain operational
preparedness and the verdict
now allows the decision mak-
ers to go ahead without look-
ing over their shoulders.

However, the Government
is not yet off the hook as the
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) is likely to
table its report on offsets in the
�59,000-crore deal in the
Winter Session of Parliament,
beginning next Monday.

With the apex court now
giving a clean chit to the Rafale
deal, the officials will surely
now feel more confident of dis-
charging their duties and help
the Services to acquire modern
weapons to face the likelihood
of a two-front war with
Pakistan and China.

Facing the twin challenge,
India urgently needs sub-
marines to shore up its present

strength of 14 ageing sub-
marines besides modern war-
ships to patrol the strategical-
ly important Indian Ocean.

Similarly, the IAF imme-
diately requires efforts to
address the issue of the deplet-
ing strength of its fighter jet
squadron. At present, the
squadron strength is 31 while
the desired level is 42. Even if
the Government gives clear-
ance for acquisition now, the
process of increasing the fleet
will take another decade given
the long gestation period of
defence contracts.

As for the awaited CAG
report, Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi has time and again
alleged that Reliance was given
a major chunk of offsets and
charged the NDA regime with
cronyism. As per the contract,
the offsets are 50 per cent of the
overall deal and the manufac-
turer has to tie up with Indian
ventures to plough back the off-
set amount into the country.

The CAG report covers
audit of nearly 30 offset con-
tracts of Army, Navy and IAF
for 2012-13 and 2017-18. 

Continued on Page 4

New Delhi: As the Supreme
Court dismissed the plea to re-
examine the Rafale deal, the
Congress is expected to take up
the matter in Parliament’s
Public Accounts Committee
(PAC), headed by Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury. The PAC was con-
stituted in the last week of
August and has shortlisted the
Rafale issue for examination in
the coming days, which could
lead to a fresh Congress-BJP
face-off. The committee is first
expected to examine the CAG
officials who prepared the
report on Rafale and later, call
the Defence Ministry top offi-
cials and senior IAF officials. 

Detailed report on P5
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After implementation of the
Motor Vehicles

(Amendment) Act 2019, the
Odisha Government collected
a total amount of fine of around
Rs 1 crore between September
and November (till now) for
traffic rule violation.

Replying to a question in
the State Assembly on
Thursday, Transport Minister

Padmanabha Behera informed
that about Rs 1 crore has been
collected as fine from traffic
rule violators after implemen-
tation of the new MV Act on
September 1. Of this amount,
penalty of Rs 46,00,850 was col-
lected from 5,317 persons hav-
ing no driving licence (DL).

Besides, Rs 13,79,700 was
collected from 2,111 persons
for driving without insurance
and Rs 38,16,110 from 1,177
vehicle owners for not having
pollution certificates. This
apart, 490 people were
penalised for drunken driving;
and Rs 7,38,100 was collected
as fine from them, the Minister

added.
It is to be noted that the

Odisha Government, which
implemented the new MV Act
on September 1, had collected
the highest amount of fine
amounting to Rs 88.90 lakh in
just four days. As per reports,
the Transport Department
issued a total of 4,080 challans
against traffic violators col-
lecting Rs 88.90 lakh as fine
during the period.  After
Odisha, the Haryana
Government collected the sec-
ond highest fine amount of Rs
52.32 lakh by issuing 3,900
challans against traffic viola-
tors.
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The alleged murder of Jajpur
district’s Haridaspur

Panchayat Extension Officer
(PEO) Smitarani Biswal con-
tinued to rock the State
Assembly for the second con-
secutive day on Thursday with
Congress members staging a
walkout during an
Adjournment Motion debate
on the issue and BJP members
demanding a CBI inquiry into
the incident throughout the
day. Continued on P4
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Police on Thursday arrested
seven officials of the Falcon

Marine Exports in connection
with the leak of chlorine gas in
its prawn processing plant at
Khantapada in the district that
left more than 100 workers,
mostly women, sick on
Wednesday night.

The general manager, pro-
duction manager, human
resource manager, two super-
visors, shift in-charge and safe-
ty manager of the factory were

arrested after interrogation,
police said.

The factory has been sealed
following the mishap and a case
has been registered at the
Khantapada police station in
this connection. Besides, three
platoons of police force were
deployed near the plant.

On the day, a six-member
forensic team from
Bhubaneswar begun probe into
the gas leakage incident.

Earlier Labour Minister
Sushant Singh, who visited the
District Headquarters Hospital
and met the injured, said the
Labour Commissioner would
investigate into the incident
and find out whether any chil-
dren were working in the fac-
tory. Continued on P4
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Various industries, mines
and other factories owe

total water tax of Rs 3225.47
crore to the State Government
as of now and, of this, dues of
Rs 2,461.57 crore lying uncol-
lected for cases filed in courts
by different companies.

Water Resources Minister
Raghunandan Das informed
this in the State Assembly in
response to a question of CPM
MLA Laxman Munda on
Thursday.

The Minister informed that
the Government has filed a
miscellaneous case in the High
Court to collect 50 per cent of
pending water tax from the
companies that have filed cases
in courts. Central/State PSUs
owe a total of water tax of Rs
203.94 crore to the
Government.

Executive Engineers have
been asked to take steps as per
the Odisha Public Demand
Recovery Act 1962 to collect
water tax dues from closed
industries, he said.
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Ending speculations of
selection of another

artist for the role of Kansa
for the famous annual
Bargarh Dhanu Yatra
here, Bargarh Collector
Jyoti Ranjan Pradhan on
Thursday said
Bhubaneswar Pradhan
would again act as the
demon king this year.

After a preparatory
meeting here, the
Collector, who is president of
the Dhanu Yatra Committee,
said the Shubha Khunti (aus-
picious post) for the festival
would be set up on December
1, on which the 71st Dhanu
Yatra would begin and con-
clude on January 10.

Earlier on November 2,
the committee had decided to

select new artists for all the
characters of this open-air the-
atre including Kansa.
Bhubaneswar Pradhan and
other artists had vehemently
opposed the decision. They
said that as the selection for the
Yatra is done for three years, the
decision to bring new artists for
this year was illegal.
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The Lingaraj Vihar
Community Welfare

Association (LVCWA) has
lamented that even after 19
years of completion of the
LingarajVihar Housing Project
in Pokhariput here, the
Bhubaneswar Development
Authority (BDA) has not taken
any step to develop the organ-
ised open spaces as per the
approved layout plan, which
betrays lack of concern of the
authorities.

Owing to non-provision of
infrastructure by BDA in the
organised open spaces in
LingarajVihar as was envisaged
in the approved plan, some of
the vested interests, comprising
of mostly outsiders wanted to
grab one of the organised open
spaces in the colony, forcibly, in
the name of playing volleyball.
Some residents alleged that
these outsiders are creating
nuisance in the colony.

Such outsiders are force-
fully making use of the space
without the permission of the
registered association of the

colony (LVCWA) and also
engaging themselves in anti-
social activities in the area
during night time , reported
some of the residents.

In 2018 they broke open
the gate locked by the LVCWA
and the matter was reported to
the Commissioner of Police
and several round of discus-
sions were held by the
Association with the then
Inspector-in-Charge of the
local police station.

Further, attention of the
Government Agencies was
drawn to this fact by way of
publication of news item on
this subject in the English daily
The Pioneer. This illegal activ-
ity of some of the outsiders has
caused a serious problem for
the safety and security of the
residents including women and
girls of the colony.

In 2019 also the said group
forcibly wanted to host a func-
tion in the colony field without
any consultation or permission
of the colony’s only registered
association. The matter was
brought to the notice of the
Commissioner of Police on
November 11, 2019 in his
Grievances Cell and accord-
ingly the gate of the field in
question was locked by the
LVCWA on November 2019 in

the presence of police.
But the gate was forced

opened on November 12
morning. The matter was also
reported to the local police sta-
tion for action.

It has also come to notice
that some of the petty politi-
cians are encouraging such
illegal activities in this resi-
dential area. Inaction by the
BDA to develop the spaces, for
which such locations have been
earmarked, has resulted in
such avoidable problems.

Discontentment has started
growing among the residents of
the colony on account of inac-
tion by the Government agen-
cies like the BDA and BMC.The
association has requests BDA to
immediately develop all the
organised open spaces in
LingarajVihar and provide
infrastructure as envisaged in
the approved layout plan so as
to ensure that unauthorised
encroachment do not take place
and the residents are provided
the facilities as committed.

The LVCWA also request-
ed the Commissionerate Police
to please ensure that such
unwanted elements are kept
away from the colony in view
of the safety and security of our
residents in general and women
in particular.
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Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Thursday

launched a ‘Mo School’ mobile
phone application at the Lok
Seva Bhawan here on the occa-
sion of completion of two years
of the ‘Mo School’ campaign.

The application connects
alumni and community mem-
bers on a platform for better-
ment of schools. The Chief
Minister also released a coffee-
table book and a newsletter on
the occasion.

Patnaik called upon the
alumni and the larger com-
munity of the State to join the
Mo School movement to create
a healthy ecosystem in educa-
tion which can help achieve the

transformational goals of the
State.

“An institution’s alumni are
key to its growth. And no one
is likely to be more concerned
and caring for an educational
institute than its former stu-
dents. It is this value that led to
our Mo School initiative. Its
unprecedented success over
the last two years has vindi-
cated our belief,” said Patnaik.

“Today’s students are
tomorrow’s alumni. A sense of
pride needs to be instilled in
our present students. The
example of Mo School will be
an ideal way of doing so. I call
upon everyone to take upon
the responsibility of Mo School
as a duty for future genera-
tions,” he added.
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As many as six new courts of
Additional District &

Sessions judges would be estab-
lished in the State soon, Law
Department sources said on
Thursday.

On the recommendation of
the High Court, the State
Government has approved for-
mation of the new courts.

The new Additional
District & Sessions judge courts
are to be set up at Cuttack,
Bhadrak, Nilagiri, Udala,
Pattamundai and Khariar, the
sources added.
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In a repeat of an old approach
to draw public and media

attention, a teachers’ association
staged a dharna here over var-
ious its demands during the
ongoing Winter Session of the

State Assembly on Thursday.
Members of the 2012-Batch
Non-OTET Teachers’
Association launched hunger
strike after performing rituals to
worship Goddess Lakshmi on
the first Thursday of the month
of Margashir month on

Mahatma Gandhi Marg at
Lower PMG in Bhubaneswar.

The teachers demanded
abolition of the Odisha Teacher
Eligibility Test (OTET) system
and regularisation of the ser-
vices of the 2012-batch Shiksha
Sahayaks.
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The Maa Ghar Foundation
on Thursday submitted a

memorandum to Governor
Prof Ganeshi Lal urging his
direction to the State
Government to withhold a
recent recommendation of
opening 1,000 more liquor
shops and permitting tempo-
rary liquor stalls in exhibitions

and fairs across the State.
“What will be the environ-

ment of a public place where
people go with their families
and children if liquor shops are
opened? Who will be respon-

sible for the increasing crime,
violence and atrocities?” asked
the memorandum of the forum
whose members are women. 

Reminding the Governor
of a Padayatra  from Baleswar
to Bhubaneswar in 2018, where
100 women of the forum had
participated demanding com-
plete prohibition of liquor in
State, the Foundation said
while the Governor office had

asked the Chief Secretary to
take the needful action, noth-
ing was done. 

It also demanded that the
Odisha Prohibition Act 1956
and the Odisha Excise Act

(Section 93) be implemented in
letter and spirit.

Lamenting that the
Government did not create a
single ‘Nisha-Mukta Grama’
in last six years as per its Youth
Policy in 2013, the Foundation
said that it would be befitting
to ban liquor from the State as
India is celebrating the 150th
year of Mahatma Gandhi’s
birth anniversary these days.
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The Vigilance police on
Thursday arrested

Yudhisthir Mallick, an
Assistant Sub-Inspector of the
Binjharpur police station in
Jajpur district for accepting Rs
10,000 as bribe from one
Karunakar Mallick of Kantipur
village to close a criminal case
against him. 

Vigilance sources said, “A
case was pending against
Karunakar Mallick in the police
station after his neighbour
Prafulla Mallick filed an FIR
against him four months back.
The police officer demanded
Rs 10,000 from him to close the
case by filing the final report in

court, for which Karunakar
approached Vigilance officials.
A trap was laid by the vigilance
sleuths. When Karunakar
handed over the previously
marked notes to the ASI near

the petrol pump at Binjharapur,
he was caught red-handed by
the vigilance officials. The
police officer was booked
under Sections 32 and 13 (2) of
Prevention of Corruption Act.”
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The Commissionerate
police’s Quick Action Team

(QAT) on Wednesday arrested
a constable for allegedly ped-
dling brown sugar in the city.

The accused, identified as
J Bharimal, was arrested by the
Nayapalli police on the charges
of possessing brown sugar and
peddling the drug in various
parts of the city.

Police have seized 30 grams
of brown sugar worth Rs 3 lakh
from his possession.

Notably, Bharimal was
arrested in a murder case in
2008. He was later acquitted by
court following which he
rejoined service. Recently, his
alleged involvement in illegal
mining in Khordha area had
come under the scanner.
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In a big relief to industrialist
Mahimananda Mishra, the

Orissa High Court on
Thursday granted him bail in
the Mahendra Swain murder
case.

The court directed the
lower court to set conditions
that Mishra would fulfil to
walk out from jail on bail.

Mishra, Managing Director
of Odisha Stevedores Limited
(OSL), has been lodged at the
Choudwar jails.

Earlier in November 2018,
the Supreme Court had turned
down his bail plea in the same
case. In September 2018, the
apex court had rejected the bail
granted by the Orissa High

Court and ordered to take him
into custody.

Last year in July, the High
Court had granted bail to
Mishra in connection with two
cases of attempt-to-murder
pending against him in Cuttack
and Paradip.

Mishra was arrested in
Bangkok in December 2016 for

allegedly masterminding the
murder of Mahendra Swain, a
top executive of Hyderabad-
based stevedoring company
Seaways Shipping and Logistics
Limited, in broad daylight on
October 26, 2016, in Paradip.
Subsequently, the two cases of
attempt-to-murder were
lodged against him.
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Environmentalist, colum-
nist and retired Forest

Department officer Nadiya
Chand Kanungo passed
away at the KIMS here on
Thursday morning. He was
83 and is survived by his
wife, five sons and two
daughters.

Kanungo, known to be
an upright officer during his
career, was, of late, not keeping
well, for which he had been
repeatedly hospitalised.    

He was writing a weekly
column named “Eco Diary” in

The Pioneer for several years till
he suffered from illness.

Eminent people from dif-
ferent walks of life visited his
residence here to pay him their
last respects.
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The Jagatpur police on
Thursday arrested six noto-

rious criminals for allegedly
collecting extortion of Rs 2 lakh
from a person a few days ago.

The arrestees were identi-
fied as Ashok Kumar Behera
(31), Manoj Kumar Swain (31),
Sridhar Behera (35), Kalpataru
Sahu (32), Dibyajit Barik (32)
and Amitab Swain (33).

Police have seized a pistol,
four bullets, three cars and four
motorcycles from the posses-
sion of the accused.

Police said that the accused
have threatened one Satrughna
Sahoo at gun point and col-
lected extortion of Rs 2 lakh.
The accused also assaulted
him and terrorised the locals in
the area.

“Most of them have sever-
al criminal cases pending
against them at various police
stations in Cuttack. All of them
have been forwarded to court,”
said a police official.
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Undergraduate students of
the SCB Medical College

here resorted to an indefinite
strike in the campus demand-
ing Autonomous College status
to their institution.

Holding banners and plac-
ards, hundreds of medical stu-
dents sat in a dharna. 

They alleged that though
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
had promised five years ago to
upgrade the medical college to
a health university, nothing
has been done in this regard
yet.ss 

The agitators warned that
they would continue their stir
unless and until their demand
is fulfilled. The medicos would
stage the protest from 10 am to
5 pm every day, sources said.
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Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik spent time with

schoolchildren on the occasion
of the Children’s Day on
Thursday.

He met children of the
DAV School of Pokhariput at
his residence Naveen Niwas
before going to office in the
morning. Later in the evening,

students of the Wisdom Tree
Global met Patnaik at the Lok
Sava Bhawan. The CM
unveiled a poster of the
‘Mission Palasa’, a plantation
drive of the school trust. The
students also gifted Patnaik a
Palasa sapling.

Notably, as per the Mission
Palasa programme, a large
number of Palasa trees would
be planted across Bhubaneswar.  
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Customs officials
on Wednesday

night foiled an
attempt to smuggle
gold through the Biju
Patnaik International
here and seized
smuggled gold worth
over Rs 52 lakh.

They also arrest-
ed a person hailing
from Kerala in this
connection.

Acting on inputs,
the Customs officials inter-
cepted a passenger, hailing
from Kozhikode in Kerala,
who arrived from Kuala
Lumpur by Air Asia flight No
AK-31.

During frisking, gold
weighing 1310.650 grams hav-
ing 99.9 per cent purity valued
at Rs 52,02,923 was recovered.

“The gold was found dur-
ing the search of his personal

luggage. The yellow metal was
being smuggled in the form of
powder,” said an official.

Customs officials have
seized 13.77 kg gold worth Rs
4.46 crore at the airport during
2018-19.

Notably, after the starting
of international flight opera-
tions, the city airport has
become a major hub for gold
smuggling.
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Ameeting of the High Power
Committee for Protection

and Conservation of Olive
Ridley Sea Turtles was held
under the chairmanship of
Chief Secretary Asit Tripathy
here on Thursday.

Reviewing the measures,
Chief Secretary Tripathy direct-
ed the departments of Fishery,
Forest and Marine police to
operate in close coordination
and ensure strict enforcement
of the conservation rules. The
Coast Guard was requested to
have real time intelligence shar-
ing with the departments about
any illegal fishing.

The institutions like
Interim Test Range, DRDO,
Dhamara Port, Gopalpur Port
and Paradip Port authorities
were requested to follow the
black-out and light deeming
practices to save the turtles
from possible delusion.  

Tripathy advised that the
turtle conservation measures
should be turned into a mass
campaign through active peo-
ple's involvement.

Chief Secretary Tripathy
directed the departments not to
cause unnecessary harassment
to the small traditional fisher-
men without power boats and
catch hold of the real criminals
who cause damage to the life of
turtles during the fishing ban
from November 1 to May 31.

PCCF Sandeep Tripathy
apprised that fishing by the
trawlers with 30 HP or more
would be banned up to 20 km
inside the sea, particularly in
Olive congregation area and
their buffer zones in three
river mouths namely Dhamara,
Devi and Rushikulya.

PCCF, Wild Life  Hari
Sankar Upadhya said there
would be 66 off-shore patrolling
camps this year. Babubali,
Agarnasi, Devinasi and
Purunabandha etc will be bases
for sea going patrol.  Four
berthing places at Barunei,
Gupti, Sanapeta and
Krishnapriyapur will be set up
for safe custody of seized vessels.

The meeting deliberated
on Action Plan for 2019-20. It
was decided that wide aware-
ness activities would be under-
taken for the purpose. A cen-
tral monitoring unit would be
set up in the office of the
PCCF, Wild Life. There would
be circle level monitoring
mechanisms under the direct
supervision of Regional
Conservator of Forests (RCCF),
Bhubaneswar, Brahmapur and
Baripada. They would coordi-
nate with other law enforcing
agencies and involve local
NGOs in the activities. Each
patrolling camp would be pro-
vided with VHF communica-
tion devices, mobile phones and
required camping materials.

There would be regular
communication and intelli-
gence sharing among Coast
Guard, patrolling ships and
various camps and marine
police. Sporadic nesting activ-
ities of the turtles and their
mortality would be monitored
through a web portal under the
title ‘manage.odishawildlife.org’.
Soon after mass nesting, the
rookeries would be fenced to
protect the nests and eggs. 
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Agriculture Production
Commissioner (APC)

Pradipta Kumar Mohapatra
urged to strengthen the fish
farmers’ cooperatives while
making Odisha Fisheries
Cooperative Corporation
Limited (FISHFED) a model
apex cooperative organisation.

Mohapatra on Wednesday
reviewed the ongoing and
upcoming projects in presence
of Director of Fisheries
Thirumala Naik and FISHFED
president T Prasad Rao Dora.

Mohapatra said the fish
farmers cooperative societies
are needed to be strengthened
and the Directorate of Fisheries
is needed to take up the issue
with the FISHFED.

It came to the fore that the
fish landing centres and jetties
along with marketing units of
the Department of Fisheries
and ARD which are run by the
FISHFED are in a dilapidated
condition.

Mohapatra asked the
authorities to bring in improve-
ment of the dilapidated fish
landing centres (FLCs) and
fishery jetties in a time bound

manner, so those infrastructure
facilities will be utilised by the
fishermen.

The Executive Engineer,
FISHFED, Bhubaneswar also
was instructed to improve the
conditions of at least 12 jet-
ties/FLCs in all respect for
operation by April, 2020.

The APC also suggested
that some units may be pow-
ered by solar system on trial
basis and further establish-
ment of solar units in other
places. It was decided that all
the capital expenditure of
FLC/jetties will be borne by the
State Government and recur-
ring expenditures to be borne
by the FISHFED.

Regarding operation of
hygienic dry fish unit at Huma,
Ganjam, the Director Fisheries
briefed about the progress and
challenges being faced.

The APC emphasized on
enhancing fish production
through cage culture in reser-
voirs and also focused on DMF
funds provision for FISHFED
for operation of cage culture
involving at Lakhanpur block
of Jharsuguda district. In this
regard, the Director, Fisheries
will have a detailed discussion

with the district Collector,
Jharsuguda, for an early action.

FISHFED president Dora
opined about establishment of
the National Cooperative
Training Institute in Odisha
and requested for a land of five
acres from unused land at
Kausalyaganga. He said fund
for the institute will be gener-
ated through FISHCOPFED
from Government of India.

Dora also urged  for a
mini cold storage-cum-
godown along with a display
unit on fisheries activities to the
public, fishers as well as tourists
at the Lingipur fish farm which

is under the FARD
Department. The APC
instructed the Director,
Fisheries to look into the mat-
ter with justification for dis-
posal. 

It was known that the
FISHFED had signed an agree-
ment with Indian Oil and
Reliance Industries for setting
up diesel outlets for supply of
the oil at subsidized rate to the
fishers but that has not been
materialized due to want of
NOC from the concerned
Collectors. Mohapatra sought
an intervention of the Director,
Fisheries, in the matter.
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The World Diabetes Day-
2019 with the theme

“Diabetes: Protect your family”
was observed at the PPT
Hospital on Thursday. Paradip
Port Trust (PPT) Chairman
Rinkesh Roy inaugurated the
programme in the presence of
Paradip Ladies Club president
Subhalaxmi Roy and PPT
HoDs. 

Roy f lagged off a
walkathon to create awareness
on diabetes among the
denizens of the port town-
ship. People from various quar-
ters of life participated in its.

At present, 463 million
adults are living with diabetes

worldwide. Current projec-
tions show 700 million adults
will be living with diabetes by
2045. Diabetes affects all age
groups, regardless of geography
and income. It is impacting
families across the globe. A
healthy lifestyle can help pre-
vent type 2 diabetes and early
diagnosis and uninterrupted
access to appropriate care can
avoid or delay life-threatening
complications in people with
the condition.

At the PPT Hospital, emi-
nent consultants of corporate
hospitals of Bhubaneswar con-
ducted clinics for screening of
diabetes and provided required
advice. People were screened
for high blood pressure. ECG

test was conducted to know
heart ailments. An exhibition to
create awareness on diet suit-
able to diabetics changing the
dietary habits was held. A clin-
ic on rheumatic diseases was
also conducted.  Besides, a
seminar was held for doctors
and medical staffs.

A total 270 people were
screened, out of which, 19 new
cases of diabetes and 15 new
cases of hsypertension were
detected. The PPT is conduct-
ing such community awareness
programmes regularly as wel-
fare measures. The PPT is not
only interested in business but
also takes care of the health of
public, apart from its own ben-
eficiaries.
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In a significant achievement,
Special Operations Group

and District Voluntary Force
personnel in a joint operation
busted a Maoist camp in the
Karkamarka forest under the
Ambadala police station in the
district on Thursday.

After getting specific inputs
about the movement of
Maoists, security forces
launched a combing opera-
tion to trace the rebels. But get-
ting wind of the raid, the Red
rebels fled into deep forest.

The SOG and DVF per-
sonnel seized 15 detonators, 15
gelatine sticks, one tiffin bomb,
combat fatigues and other arti-
cles used by the ultras from the
camp.

The security forces have
intensified area domination
operations to drive away the
rebels.

Police officials suspect that

the Maoists, who are on the
back foot after the security
forces have intensified their
drive against them, are again
trying to regroup in the district.
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Ayouth was
hacked to

death near Koruo
Chhack under
the Sadar police
station in Puri
district following
a group clash
over sand smug-
gling late on
W e d n e s d a y
night.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Tulu Biswal of the
Kanthapur area.

According to sources, the
incident took place l when a
heated altercation started
between two groups of
Kanthapur and Golasahi over
sand smuggling.

But the argument turned

violent after the Golasahi group
chased Tulu and attacked him
with a sharp weapon.

On getting information,
the Sadar police reached the
spot and sent the body for post-
mortem. Cops have also initi-
ated a probe into the matter
and launched a hunt to nab the
accused, sources said.
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An elderly couple was found
dead under mysterious cir-

cumstances in the Kashipal
forest under the Jhumpura
police station in Keonjhar dis-
trict on Thursday.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Buddhadev Mahakud
and his wife Malati.

The couple had gone to a
local vegetable market on
November 8, following which
they went missing. Their fam-
ily members had lodged a
complaint in this connection
with the Jhumpura police.

The bodies of the duo were
found at the forest after foul
smell emanated from the spot.
Police have sent the bodies for
pos-mortem and started an
investigation.

Though the reason behind
the death of the couple is yet to
be ascertained, family members
have alleged that the duo was
murdered over land dispute
and the bodies were buried at
the forest.
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Intensifying the drive against
illegal ganja plantation in

the wake of the harvesting
season in Gajapati district,
police and excise department
personnel have destroyed
cannabis plants worth more
than Rs 100 crore in a month.

In the latest instance, a
joint team of police and excise
departments on Tuesday con-
ducted a raid at Keshariguda
village under the Adaba police
station in Mohana block and
burnt ganja trees worth over Rs
14 crore grown on 72 acres of
forestland.

The team torched around
1, 44, 000 ganja trees on direc-
tions of Collector Anupam
Shah and District Excise

Officer Pramod Kumar
Panigrahi. During the raid
Magistrate Kalyani
Sanghamitra Devi,

Paralakhemundi Excise
Inspector Padmacharan Sahu,
ASI Subash Mahakud and
other officials were present.   
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The Diabetes and Endocare
Clinic in association with

the Roland Institute of
Pharmaceutical Sciences
organised a diabetes awareness
rally here on Thursday to
observe the World Diabetes
Day and the National
Pharmacy Week under the
leadership of endocrinologist
and diabetes specialist Dr Sunil
Kumar Kota.

Southern Range DIG
Satyabrata Bhoi, Ganjam
CDMO Dr BK Panigrahy and
former Brahmapur MLA Dr
Ramesh Chandra Chyau
Patnaik attended as guests and
flagged of the rally in which
around 200 participants regis-
tered.

Bhoi highlighted the
importance of regular exercise
and proper lifestyle in main-
taining healthy life both in dia-
betics and non-diabetics. Dr
Panigrahy asked everyone to

wake up to the increasing
prevalence of lifestyle disor-
ders and stressed upon diet
control and a regulated
lifestyle.

Dr Kota emphasised on
regular testing and specialist
consultation to avoid any

untoward situation arising out
of diabetes.

Roland Institute director
Dr J Surya Rao, chairperson J
Jayalakshmi and Principal Dr
BVV Ravi Kumar stressed
upon this year’s theme “Know
you medicines; Ask your phar-

macist” and called upon bud-
ding pharmacists and people
to always be vigilant on self
medication and unnecessary
therapy.

An awareness video on
diabetes by Dr Kota was pre-
sented. 
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A‘Wall of
S h a r i n g ’

practice plat-
form was inau-
gurated by
Kailash Das, a
rickshaw puller
of Brahmapur,
in the presence
of Berhampur
M u n i c i p a l
Corporation (BeMC)
Commissioner Chakravarti
Singh Rathore at the Old bus
stand area.

It was designed by NGO

Youth for Social Development.
The ‘Wall of Sharing’ is a

simple concept that’s fast catch-
ing up across India. The mes-
sage on the wall is plain and
clear – ‘If you have something
in excess, leave it here. What
you need, take from here.’

People from all walks of life
come and donate their belong-
ings near the wall and the
ones in need, pick up things for
their use.
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A24-year-old youth com-
mitted suicide after he was

humiliated by villagers over his
illicit relation with a minor girl.
Though he was handed over to
police and later, a settlement
had been worked out where he
was to marry the girl, he hung
him in a tree near his village.

Bisikeshan Pradhan alias
Lucky (24), son of Bansidhar
Pradhan of Kumanda village
under the Jagannathprasad
police station was living at his
uncle Dhoba Nayak’s house at
Kumutighai village under

Buguda police limits in Ganjam
district. Lucky was running a
mobile phone shop in
Karachuli panchayat.

On November 9, he was
beaten up by some youths
inside his shop alleging him of
having physical relationship
with a minor girl of the village.
Next day, the sarpanch along
with some youths had dragged
him from his uncle’s house and
handed him over to the police.
The police had allowed Lucky
to walk free following a dis-
cussion and an undertaking
signed by him in presence of
the sarpanch to marry the
minor girl.

However, the accused was
in mental trauma after return-
ing from the police station. On
Wednesday, the minor girl’s
two relatives had abused him.
Following the incident, he

remained missing from home.
His family had searched him
and finally found him hanging
from a mango tree near the
house.

Buguda police recovered a
suicide note from his pant

blaming none for his death.
However, he made it clear that
he had been trapped in a false
case. Police initiated a probe
after registering an unnatural
death case based on complaint
by family.
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The members of Mining
Area Truck Owners

Association (MATOA) of
Barbil met the local Tehsildar
and urged him to hold election
of the office bearers of the asso-
ciation at the earliest which has
been delayed for more than a
year.

The last election of the
association was held in the year
2017 and as per by- laws of the
association, the next election

should have been held in the
year 2018. However, after some
members met the ADM,
Keonjhar, the election was
scheduled to be held on
September 27, but the Barbil
Tehsildar had deferred it to
October 18 following com-
plaints. Still, the poll could not
be held on the date.

The  members who met the
Tehsildar  include
Chandragupta Prasad, Dayal
Singh, Md Ansari, Sushanta
Hope, among others. 
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As the highest
bidder in the

10th round of the
captive coal block
auction, the Vedanta
company has got the
Jamkhani coal block
in Sundargarh dis-
trict.

Significantly, the coalmine
is located near in the company’s
Jharsuguda aluminium smelter.
Its annual capacity is 2.6 mil-
lion tonnes (MT). The mine
possesses an extractable reserve
of 114 MT.

Notably, this is the com-
pany’s second coalmine after

the Chotia coal block in
Chhattisgarh having an annu-
al capacity of 1 MT.

The Vedanta authorities
are happy that the new devel-
opment would help the com-
pany achieve more self-suffi-
ciency in energy and other sec-
tors.
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Ganjam Collector Vijay
Amruta Kulange has again

set an example for others by
donating blood while inaugu-
rating a blood donation camp
here on Thursday.

The camp was organised at
the City Hospital under the
‘Mo Hospital Mo Garba’ pro-
gramme. Kulange, who inau-
gurated the camp, later donat-
ed blood and motivated other
people to do the same for sav-
ing lives in danger. 
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The Nikhil Odisha
Paika Mahasangha

on Thursday met
Sports and Youth
Services Minister
Tusharkanti Behera
and submitted a
m e m o r a n d u m
addressed to the Chief
Minister demanding
inclusion of Paika
Akhada in all schools
and colleges and giv-
ing it NCC and Scout
and Guide status.

A delegation
under leadership of
Mahasangha president
Ashok Kumar Paltasingh also
demanded steps for promotion
of Paika Akhada, providing
status of State game to it and

special allowance to Paikas,
celebrating March 29 as
Odisha Paika Diwas, forming
a Paika academy, holding a
Paika Akhada competition
every year and transferring
Paika Akhada from the Culture

Department to the Sports
Department.

The Minister assured that
a high-level committee would

be formed soon and steps
would be taken to fulfil the
demands.

The delegation included
Mahasangha advisor Bibhuti
Bhusan Swain, treasurer Sardar
Ranjan Baliarsingh, Khordha

district president Purna
Chandra Patsani and Kakatpur
Paika Akhada Sangha presi-
dent Sridhar Das. 
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Police here arrested four per-
sons on Thursday for dup-

ing women of several self help
groups (SHG) in Kalahandi
district.

They were identified as
Laxman Tandi,  Tanurjaya
Bhoi, Sanatan Shah and Sonu
Tandi, all from Kalahandi dis-
trict. The manager of the insti-
tution, Dinabandhu Kumar, a
native of Balangir district, was
absconding.

According to sources, the
accused had opened an office
at Mandarbagicha pada of
Bhawanipatna, posing them as
agents of eGram Kendra which
was found fake during police
investigation.

The eGram Kendra, initi-
ated by the Government of

India,  provides all the
Government and banking ser-
vices to the rural people. The
services include new PAN card,
account opening, insurance,
travel and loan services.

The agents
assured the women
of Narla block of
providing all the
facilities. They took
Rs 500 from each
woman but did not
provide any pass-
book to them. A
victim, Mamata
Goud, told the
media that the
agents told the SHG
groups to provide
loans between Rs 50,000 and Rs
80,000.

Bhawanipatna Town IIC
Basudev Chhatria said that the
women were not given any
money receipt. Police contact-
ed the private bank of
Bhawanipatna where no such
accounts were opened in the
name of women.

Sources informed that the
fake agents had downloaded
the account opening form from

the bank website and made
colour Xerox copies.

The IIC said the accused
had already collected  money
from 110 women of different
SHG groups. A section of

women suspected the agents
and registered an FIR with the
police. The police raided the
office and seized Rs 21,000
along with a laptop.

Kalahandi SP Battula
Gangadhar said there are so
many persons involved in the
case and further investigation
is on. All the accused will be
forwarded to the SDJM Court,
Bhawanipatna under Section
420 and 34 (IPC), he added.
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Atotal of 1,53,19,358 tourists,
including 1,10,818 for-

eigners, visited the State in 2018
against 1, 41,11,243 in the pre-
ceding year, informed Tourism
Minister Jyoti Panigrahi in the
State Assembly on Thursday.

In response to a question of

Congress MLA Tara Prasad
Bahinipati, the Minister said
the number of tourists visiting
the State has increased from
2014.

While 1,08,62,048 tourists,
including 71,426 foreigners,
visited the State in 2014, the
number increased to
1,18,53,088 in 2015 and
1,29,19,260 in 2016. As many
as 66,971 and 76,361 foreign
tourists visited the State in
2015 and 2016, respectively.

The Minister informed that
the Government has sanc-
tioned Rs 40 lakh for develop-
ment of Nandapur tourist spot
in Koraput district during the
current year. 
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Children should be nurtured
with proper sanctity and as

a mission in order to ensure
their bright future, said
Servants of the Peoples Society
general secretary Niranjan Rath
at Children’s Day celebrations
at the DAV Public School,
Chandrasekharpur here on
Thursday. Rath released the
school’s news tabloid ‘Beacon’
and inaugurated a book exhi-
bition to mark the day. On the
occasion, floral tributes were

offered to Pandit Nehru on his
birth anniversary. School
Principal Dr KC Satapathy
advised the students to emulate
the ideals of great men to gar-
ner accomplishments in life.
Meritorious students and win-
ners of Cadence and Dance
DAV Dance were honoured.

Similarly, at school’s cam-
pus-2 eminent poet Dr
Hrushikesh Mallick felicitated
the winners of various compe-
titions in programme presided
over by Headmistress Sanjita
Sahu.
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Alleging irregularities in
allotment of Indira Awas

Yojana (IAY) houses, women of
Murasunda village in the dis-
trict on Thursday locked up
Sub-Collector Sanjay Kumar
Mishra in a village temple.

Mishra was on a visit to the
village to conduct an spot ver-
ification of the charges levelled
by locals regarding the IAY

house allotment. But, the offi-
cial allegedly visited only a few
houses and ignored the
requests of villagers to examine
the authenticity of the benefi-
ciaries.

Later, when he was leaving
the village, local women
forcibly took him and locked
up in a village temple. After get-
ting information, police
reached the spot and pacified
the irate women. Later the
Sub-Collector was released
from the temple.

Notable, the villagers have
been alleging that eligible ben-
eficiaries were excluded from
the IAY scheme. “The local
BDO is trying to hush-up the
matter,” said a local.
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Vigilance sleuths on
Thursday raided the assets

of CDPO Barpali in Bargarh
district Sanjukta Lenka on the
allegation of acquisition of dis-
proportionate assets.

The locations raided
include her residential house  at
Padhanpali, Bargarh town, her
triple storied building in Ward
No.13, Bargarh town, her
parental house near Ganapati
Hotel, Bargarh town, residen-
tial house of her younger sister

Rajeswari Lenka at Padhanpali,
besides her office chamber  at
Barpali.

Apart from several build-
ings, she was found possessing
costly household articles, fur-
niture, electrical/electronic gad-
gets , gold and silver orna-
ments, one Hero Maestro  and
one Honda Shine bike. She also
has deposits in different banks
and insurance policies. Hard
cash of  Rs 32,250 was also
found during the search. Her
total assets were estimated to be
Rs 84,35,821.
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The Malkangiri district
administration on the occa-

sion of Children’s Day on
Thursday inaugurated 50
Model Anganwadi centres
(AWC), which are having bet-
ter infrastructure for children
as well as Anganwadi workers.

The Central Government
has planned to set up 1,250
model Anganwadi centres
across the country. In the ini-
tial phase, a total of 50 centres
have been opened under the
scheme, informed the Niti
Aayog through a tweet.

It tweeted, “Initiating the
first phase of developing 1,250
AWCs as model Anganwadis,
the admin of
# A s p i r a t i o n a l D i s t r i c t
Malkangiri inaugurated 50
Model AWCs to mark the
occasion of
#ChildrensDay2019.”
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The four-day long interna-
tional Lavi fair at Rampur

Bushahr concluded on
Thursday with Himachal Chief
Minister Jai Ram Thakur pre-
siding over the closing cere-
mony.

Addressing the gathering
on this occasion, the Chief
Minister said that internation-
al Lavi fair besides being his-
torical was also known for its
trade with Tibet, China and
other countries and was an
inseparable part of the lives of
people of the region. He said
that since about three cen-
turies this fair was celebrated as
trade fair, congratulating the
people of the area for uphold-
ing the rich culture, traditions
and customs of the fair.

Thakur said that the pre-
sent State Government from
the day one was working with
a sole objective, which was
development without any ten-
dency of vendetta and
vengeance. He said that the
Global Investors' Meet organ-
ised by the State Government
was a major initiative to attract
investment in the State and it

was unfortunate
that opposition
leaders were criti-
cising this initia-
tive of the State
which shows their
double standards.

The Chief
Minister said that
the state govern-
ment was accord-
ing top priority to
the development of
the Rampur area
and during the last
about two years
�260 crore were
spent on construc-
tion of roads,
bridges, building
and other infra-
structure. As many
as 15 villages had
been connected
with roads besides constructing
five bridges and 22 buildings
and completing the metaling
and tarring work of 140 kms
roads. In addition to this, 33
DPRs worth �133 crore and 16
DPRs worth �126 crore had
been approved for roads and
bridges in the area and sub-
mitted for approval.

Education Minister Suresh

Bhardwaj said the Government
was giving special stress on
development of those areas
which had remained neglected
so far. He said that during the
last two years 7,500 teachers
have been recruited in the
State which was a record in
itself.

Chief Whip Narendra
Bragta said the Global

Investor's Meet organised at
Dharamshala was bound to
transform the economy of the
State. MP Ram Swaroop
Sharma said that the double
engine of the Centre and State
Government had ensured that
Himachal Pradesh emerges as
the front runner State of the
country in matter of develop-
ment.

Deputy Commissioner
Shimla and Chairman of the
organising committee of the
Lavi fair Amit Kashyap gave a
brief account of the history of
the Fair.

Earlier, the Chief Minister
paid obeisance to Goddess
Bhimakali at Bhimakali temple
at Sarahan.  Addressing the
people at Sarahan, he said that
state government would open
degree college at Jeori as soon
as land was made available. He
also listened to public griev-
ances on the occasion.

He inaugurated Rai Khhd
bridge constructed at a cost of
�8.20 crore and Aerly to
Majohli and Swan to Doi roads
constructed under PMGSY. He
also laid foundation stone of
Kharela to Karangla road to be
constructed by spending �7.15
crore.  He inaugurated Sub
Division Office at Nankhari
under Electrical Division,
HPSEB Ltd, Rampur Bushahr
which would benefit 17
Panchayats of the area. He also
laid foundation stone 
of lift water 
supply scheme 
Gori to Chamba and
Dharunjaya Kungal Balti.
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Shiromani  Aka l i  D a l
(SAD) on Thursday told

Punjab Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh not to take
an anti-Sikh stance and
immediately take on the
responsibility of paying the
$20  s er v ice  fe e  b e ing
charged by Pakistan for pil-
gr ims  access ing  t he
Kartarpur Corridor by reviv-
ing the Mukh Mantri Tirath
Yatra scheme initiated by
his predecessor Parkash
Singh Badal during the pre-
v ious  SAD-BJP
Government.

Taking strong note of
the Chief Minister trying to
pass on the buck for his fail-
ure to come to the aid of the
Sikh pilgrims to the SGPC,
SAD leader and former min-
ister Daljit Singh Cheema
said: “You cannot escape
your responsibility by creat-
ing  t hes e  smoke
screens...You should instead
expla in  w hy  t he  Mu k h
Mantri Tirath Yatra scheme
is not being revived to help
pilgrims visit Sri Kartarpur
Sahib?”

Asking  the  Chie f
Minister why he could not
take on the responsibility of
the $20 service
fee on the pat-
ter n  of  t hat
done  by  t he
D e l h i
Government, the SAD leader
said: “You spent crores on
self publicity by pasting your
posters and hoardings across
Punjab and even outside the
State. You disobeyed the
directive of Sri Akal Takht
Sahib to hold joint celebra-
tions of the parkash purb by
holding a separate show
instead of joining the Sikh
sangat to mark the occasion
jointly at the SGPC stage on
November 12.”

“In this process, hun-
dreds of crores were wasted.
If you had let the SGPC ful-
f i l  i ts  responsibi l ity  by
observing the 550th parkash
purb as per ‘maryada’ and
joined the progamme, you
would saved a few hundred
crores which could have
been used to fulfil the Sikh
sangat ‘ardas’ of ‘khule dar-
shan deedar’ of Gurdwara
Darbar Sahib at Kartarpur,”

he said.
Stating that it was not too

late  to  make amends,
Cheema said that
the Chief Minister
should apologise
to the Sikh sangat
and seek forgive-

ness from Sri Akal Takht
Sahib for politicising a reli-
gious occasion for self glory
and to draw attention away
from the complete failure of
the Congress Government
on all fronts.

“Simultaneously,  the
Government should revive
the Tirath Yatra scheme and
take on the responsibility of
the 20 dollar fee. Only Rs
300 crore was needed for
this purpose and the gov-
ernment only needed to
curb wasteful expenditure to
make it possible,” he added.

SAD leader also pointed
that earlier under SAD-BJP
tenure, Parkash Singh Badal
facilitated travel of pilgrims
by bus to Sri Darbar Sahib
besides travel by special
trains to Nanded Sahib,
Patna Sahib, Varanasi and
Ajmer under the Mukh
Mantri Tirath Yatra scheme.
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The untold story behind the creation of city’s prime
tourist spot—Sukhna Lake—will be displayed

through pictures, letters, maps, documents among other
records at the man-made lake itself. For, the Chandigarh
Administration is developing an “Information Centre”
at Sukhna Lake to apprize the visitors about the histo-
ry and creation of this artificial lake.

The “Information Centre” about the Sukhna Lake
is being developed inside the “Tower”, infamously known
as suicide point at the man-made water body. The
“Tower” basically measures the water level in the lake
and following several suicide cases from this place, the
entry to it was closed permanently for the visitors.

A small room inside the “Tower” is now being devel-
oped as the “Information Centre” to tell the story of the
history of Sukhna Lake, created by French architect Le
Corbusier, who had also designed Chandigarh.

Sukhna Lake having an area of three sq km is
developed at the foothills of the Shivalik Hills and
forms part of the Capitol Parc designed by Le
Corbusier. 

The rainfed lake was created in 1958 by damning
the Sukhna Choe, a seasonal stream coming down
from the Sukhna Hills and was created as a gift to the
citizens of Chandigarh for enjoyment of peace and 
tranquility. The city planners were stated to be deeply
attached to the Lake. 
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As the House met,
Congress member Tara Prasad
Bahinipati urged the Speaker to
suspend the Question Hour
and allow a discussion on the
“suspected killing of Smitarani”.
As the Speaker did not
respond, Congress members
rushed to the Well of the House
and shouted anti-Government
slogans.

Meanwhile, BJP members
also went to the Well of the
House with banners in their
hands. "Arrest all those accused
involved in the Smitarani
killing” and “where did (the
concerned) CCTV cameras
go?" etc. were written on the
banners.

Unable to run the House,
the Speaker adjourned the
House at 10.33 am till 12 pm.

However, a discussion on
an Adjournment Motion on a
related issue, given by the
Congress, was held when the
House reassembled at 12 pm

with non-participation of BJP
members, who kept protesting
at the Speaker’s podium.

Initiating the discussion,
Congress Legislature Party
Leader Narasingha Mishra
expressed concern over the
absence of Chief Minister Naveen
Patanik in the House then.

“A very important discus-
sion is going on. The Chief
Minister, who is in charge of
the Home Department, is
absent. I disapprove his
absence,” remarked Mishra.

He too alleged that the BJD
and the BJP have allied to
spoil the discussion.

Mishra alleged that
Smitarani’s death was cold-
blooded murder. While four
persons were present, only one
person, husband of local
Sarpanch Rupesh Bhadra, has
been arrested and three others
are moving scot-free.

He demanded either a CBI
inquiry or a SIT probe headed
by a High Court Judge into the
incident.

Congress member Santosh
Singh Saluja too decried the
Chief Minister’s absence and
alleged that Minister of State for
Home Dibya Shankar Mishra
was reading a translated Odia
version of the Chief Minister’s
reply written in English.

Congress members Suresh
Routray, Adhiraj Mohan
Panigrahi and Tara Prasad
Bahinipati supported Mishra’s
demand.

But Treasury Bench mem-
bers Amar Prasad Satpathy,
Prafulla Samal, Aswini Kumar
Patra and Pramila Mallick
refuted the charges made by the
Congress saying Odisha police
are more trustworthy than the
CBI in investigations. They
citied Rayagada district’s Tikiri
incident in which the CBI
failed to bring murderers of the
lady teacher to the fore.

They alleged that the BJP
members were politicising the
incident.

In his reply, the Minister of
State for Home said police

arrested Rupesh Bhadra on
the charge of abetting suicide
after gathering sufficient evi-
dences in just three days of the
incident.

“Accused Rupesh Bhadra
was arrested under Section
306 IPC (abetment of suicide)
and is now in jail. Further
investigations are on,” said the
Minister. He said that accord-
ing to the postmortem report,
Smitarani committed suicide.

Narasingha Mishra retort-
ed that the postmortem report
“needs a postmortem”. 

Mentioning that the
Minister didn’t give any reply
to their demand, Congress
members staged a workout.

In view of the Minister’s
reply, the Speaker disallowed
the Adjournment Motion.

During afternoon hours,
BJP members continued their
protests in the Well of the
House demanding a CBI
inquiry. The House was
adjourned at 4.34 pm till
Friday.
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He also assured that stringent
action would be taken against those
who are found guilty for the accident.

The hospital authorities said more
than 50 workers were still are under
treatment and there condition is stable.
Only three to four workers are still crit-
ical.

Notably, as many 100 workers
were hospitalised after alleged leakage
of gas in the factory. The woman work-
ers were busy in their work when they
complained of uneasiness and difficulty
in breathing. The company authorities
immediately rushed the affected
women to the Khantapada CHC from
where they were shifted to the District
Headquarters Hospital.

But the chairman of the company
has denied leakage of any toxic gas. He
said gas emanated after bleaching
powder and came in contact with
water. The women workers were affect-
ed as they were working in closed air-
conditioned rooms.
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The second-time clean chit
on Thursday by the

Supreme Court to the BJP
Government on the purchase
of 36 Rafale  fighter jets from
French company Dassault
Aviation and rejection of peti-
tion for registration of an FIR
by the CBI for the alleged
kickbacks in the deal like that
in the Swedish Bofors howitzer
Gun case, has seemingly
knocked the bottom of the
Congress plank of attacking the
Narendra Modi dispensation
on `big-ticket' corruption and
taken away its shine built on its
anti-corruption pitch against
the UPA regimes. 

The verdict coming days
after the court had put a lid on
the decades-old dispute on the
title suit of 'Mandir-Masjid'
dispute paving way for the
construction of a temple for
'Lord Ram' at Ayodhya , Uttar
Pradesh, has come as a major
political boost for the BJP
which had promised to the
effect at its Palampur
(Himachal Pradesh) conven-
tion in 1989,  when it  had
adopted a resolution to build a
temple at the birth place of `
Bhagwan Ram`.

The BJP had reacted with
obvious glee over the judgment
which would only add further
polish on the anti-corruption
plank of the party and the claim
that its leadership was " with-
out a blemish".

The party leaders including
BJP President Amit Shah also
latched on the court's admo-
nition to Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi for saying "Chowkidar
Chor hai' ( alluding to Modi)
and closing the contempt

against the latter with a warn-
ing that he should be careful in
future. They demanded an
apology from the former
Congress president  for his mis-
demeanor and "lies" . 

The BJP is now certain to
convert the 'opportunity' to
put the Congress on the back-
foot  on the issue in the com-
ing winter session of the
Parliament, beginning
November 18, and insist that its
image is spot clean.

The judgment has given a
blow to the Congress efforts to
turn the Rafale deal into a
Bofors saga which had  in the
past derailed the successive
Congress regimes.  But given

Rahul's  `optimism` on the
possibility of opening a probe,
the political drama on the
Rafale deal may still be on the
roll despite Supreme Court's
two-time dismissal of the cases
on the French defence pur-
chase. The issues raised by the
opposition on the decision
making process, pricing and
the offsets were dismissed by
the apex court.  

However, Justice K M
Joseph, who wrote a separate
judgment said he agreed with
the main verdict written by
Justice S K  Kaul , subject to
certain aspects on which he has
given his own reason. He said
petitioners can approach CBI

for registering an FIR, which
Rahul said  "has opened a
huge door into investigation of
the RAFALE scam".

The apex court contended
that the review applications
cannot be entertained unless
there is an "error apparent on
the face of the record".

The petition seeking re-
examination of the December
14, 2018 verdict was filed by
former Union Ministers
Yashwant Sinha, Arun Shourie
and activist lawyer Prashant
Bhushan. Other review peti-
tions were filed by lawyer
Vineet Dhandha and Aam
Aadmi Party lawmaker Sanjay
Singh.
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As the doors of Rafale issue
are closed in Court, the

Congress is expected to take
up the matter in Parliament's
Public Accounts Committee
(PAC), headed by its leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury.
The PAC was constituted in
the last week of August this
year and has shortlisted the
Rafale issue for examination in
the coming days, which could
lead to a fresh Congress-BJP
face-off. The Committee is
first expected to examine the
CAG officials who prepared
the report on Rafale and later,
call the Defence Ministry top
officials and senior Air Force
officials. 

It is likely that the PAC
Chairman would prefer to call
the PMO officials who dealt
the files of Rafale negotiations

with the French authorities.
This might be the triggering
point between the Congress
and BJP MPs inside the PAC. 

It is learned that the MPs
opposing the Rafale deal are
determined to raise demand
for summoning PMO offi-
cials engaged in Rafale nego-
tiations.  The Congress MPs in
the Committee may also
demand summoning of Anil
Ambani, whose company got
offset contracts in the Rafale
deal, which is the main con-
troversy in the purchase of 36
fighter jets. 

The PAC will not summon
Ministers and need Lok Sabha
Speaker's clearance. 

The PAC Chairman is
selected from the Opposition
parties and the ruling party
has a majority. The PAC has 21
Members of which 15 are
from Lok Sabha and six from

Rajya Sabha.  In the PAC, the
Congress is having only three
MPs including the Chairman,
who has major decision-mak-
ing powers.

This exercise by the PAC
would lead to a face-off
between Congress and BJP
similar to the one they had in
2011, when then PAC
Chairman Murli Manohar
Joshi examined 2G scam, sum-
moning all top officers from
PMO, Telecom, Attorney
General and all telecom cor-
porate including Ratan Tata,
Anil Ambani, Sunil MIttal
and controversial lobbyist Nira
Radia. 

The PAC meetings of 2G
Scam led to the members
almost coming to blows with
the ruling Congress MPs hav-
ing majority then even occu-
pying the chair of Joshi and
declaring a parallel PAC.  
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The BJP lost no time to
launch a blistering attack

on the Congress on Thursday
describing the Supreme Court
judgment on Rafale as 'victo-
ry of truth' and demanding an
apology from the party and its
leader Rahul Gandhi for
telling a spate of "lies" on the
entire issue. 

Soon after the SC verdict,
the BJP fielded its top
Ministers and party leaders to
launch an all-out attack on the
Congress and Rahul. 

Leading the attack, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah on
Thursday termed the Supreme
Court verdict on Rafale deal
a befitting reply to the leaders
and parties who rely on "mali-
cious and baseless" campaign,
and sought apology from
them.

In a series of tweets, Shah
said the judgement of the
apex court has proved that the
disruption of Parliament over
the Rafale fighter aircraft deal
was a "sham".  "Supreme
Court's decision to dismiss the
review petition on #Rafale is
a befitting reply to those lead-
ers and parties who rely on
malicious and baseless cam-
paigns," he said. 

Slamming the Congress,
Shah said the decision reaf-
firms Modi Government's
credentials as a dispensation
that is transparent and cor-
ruption-free. "Now, it has
been proved that disruption of
Parliament over Rafale (issue)
was a sham. The time could

have been better utilised for
the welfare of people. After
today's rebuke from SC,
Congress and its leader, for
whom politics is above
national interest, must apolo-
gise to the nation," Shah said
in a swipe at Rahul.

The Rahul and the entire
Congress leadership have car-
ried out an aggressive cam-
paign before the last Lok
Sabha elections against the
multi-billion dollars deal to
buy 36 Rafale fighter aircraft
from France.

Hitting hard at Rahul ,
BJP working president J P
Nadda said the Congress
leader had tried to mislead the
country on the issue and
should now apologise.
Asserting that truth has pre-
vailed, Nadda said, "From
road to Parliament, Rahul
Gandhi and his party tried
hard to mislead the country
on this issue but truth pre-
vailed. I wish Rahul would be
in country and should apolo-
gise to nation.

Addressing a press con-

ference at the party office,
Union Law Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad said the
Congress and in particular its
former president Gandhi
must apologise to the country.
Hailing the Supreme Court's
order on the Rafale deal as a
victory of the country's
national security, Prasad said,
"It is recognition of the hon-
est decision making process of
the Narendra Modi
Government... Satayamav
Jayate. The Congress party
must apologise and Rahul
Gandhi in particular must
apologise to the country."   

Pointing to Rahul's
"Chowkidar chor hai" slogan
ahead of the Lok Sabha elec-
tion, Prasad said the Congress
leader has not only called the
Prime Minister a thief, but he
lied about the former French
Prime Minister's statements
and misquoted the Supreme
Court. 

" Today the people of the
country want to know which
powers were backing Rahul
Gandhi.  All I can say is that
the whole campaign is
extremely suspicious. He ran
a sponsored political pro-
gramme that masqueraded
as a quest for justice. Today,
Rahul Gandhi, you need to
apologise. Today even the
review petition is rejected.
You apologised to save your-
self from the court. But will
you apologise before the peo-
ple of India?" Prasad said.

Hitting at Gandhi family,
he said, "People having saga of
corruption from Jeep scandal

to Bofors to submarine to
AugustaWestland, where
undertaking a political pro-
gramme masquerading at the
quest of justice.  

With the Congress insist-
ing on a high-level probe into
the deal after the court's
order, the law minister said it
was really "shameless" of the
opposition party to continue
to push for an investigation
despite losing the battle in
courts as well as in elec-
tions.

Asked that former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi was
also let off by a court order in
the Bofors case, Prasad said
that was a "highly question-
able" order of the Delhi High
Court when the Congress
government at the Centre did
not challenge.

In Tawang in Arunachal
Pradesh, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said the alle-
gations of corruption in the
Rafale deal were aimed at
maligning Modi's image of a
clean and honest leader and
demanded an apology from
the Congress.

Hailing the judgement,
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman tweeted
the SC verdict on Rafale
shows Government's decision
was right on the price, the
process and on the offsets.
"PM Modi put
#NationalSecurity on top.
Indian Air Force needed to be
strengthened without any fur-
ther delay. #NationFirst.
Motivated propaganda defeat-
ed: Sitharamn tweeted.
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Union Home Ministry has
granted additional House

Rent Allowance to the tune of
16 per cent of  basic pay in
addition to normal HRA at the
original place of posting where
paramilitary forces personnel
left behind their families to
undertake duties in Jammu
and Kashmir. 

The facility under Kashmir
Valley Package will come as a
relief for paramilitary person-
nel as many of them have to
bear expenses of running two
residences. 

The benefit will not sure be
applicable to such personnel
who have availed government
accommodation at their orig-
inal posting. 

In addition to the addi-
tional HRA, the paramilitary
personnel will be entitled to

draw the normal
HRA for the
original place of
posting. 

"The issue of
grant of addi-
tional HRA to
Central Armed
Police Forces
personnel post-
ed in Kashmir
Valley has been
considered in the Ministry and
it has been decided by
Competent Authority that
those personnel who are post-
ed in Kashmir Valley and com-
pelled to leave their families at
their last place of posting will
be eligible for drawing addi-
tional HRA."

The move has come days
after the new Union Territory
of Jammu and Kashmir for-
mally came into existence on
October 31 after the Centre on

August 5 abrogated Article 370
of the Constitution that grant-
ed special status to the erst-
while State.  The move benefit
nearly one lakh personnel of
the paramilitary forces' per-
sonnel posted in the Valley. 

Special allowances have
been a major relief for para-
military personnel who have
been at the forefront of coun-
tering terrorism and main-
taining law and order in the
Valley. 
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday sought a

response from the Lawyers
Collective and its founding
members Anand Grover and
Indira Jaising on a plea by the
CBI challenging the Bombay
High Court order granting
them protection from coercive
action in an alleged FCRA
violation case.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi and
Justices Aniruddha Bose and
Krishna Murari issued notice to
the senior lawyers and the
NGO.

The top court also refused
to stay the Bombay High Court
order.

The CBI had registered a
case against Grover and the
NGO over alleged violation of
the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act (FCRA) in the
use of foreign funds received by
Lawyers Collective.

The probe agency
contended that the high Court
had neither rendered any find-
ing as to how the FIR registered
against the accused parties was
"unsustainable and bad in law"
nor referred to any finding as
to how the continuance of the
investigation against the
accused would be contrary to
law.

Grover and his wife had
approached the high court in
July seeking that the FIR reg-
istered by the CBI against the

NGO and them in June be
quashed.

The CBI registered the FIR
following a complaint by the
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) in May alleging viola-
tion of FCRA provisions. 

While the FIR did
not name Jaising as an accused,
the MHA complaint, which is
part of the FIR, mentioned her
name and made specific alle-
gations against her.

The CBI alleged that the
NGO received foreign funds
between 2009 and 2015, but
failed to disclose a major part
of it. It said that Grover and
Jaising used foreign funds for
"personal benefits".  According
to the MHA complaint, during
her tenure as Additional
Solicitor General, Jaising con-
tinued to draw remuneration
from the 

NGO, the CBI said, adding
that this came from foreign

contributions received.
The petitioners also point-

ed out that the MHA complaint
was based on an inspection
report from 2016 that had
pointed out a single violation of
non-disclosure under the
FCRA. At the time, following
the inspection report, the MHA
had issued an order cancelling
the registration of Lawyers
Collective for receiving foreign
funds. This cancellation order
was challenged in the high
court by the NGO in 2017, and
is currently pending before a
single judge, the petitioners
said.

While granting
interim relief, the division
bench took note of the peti-
tioners' submission that the
CBI's act of filing an FIR on the
basis of a two-and-a-half-year-
old report, when the matter
had reached the court, was
questionable. 
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Maintaining that the SC
judgment on Ram

Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid
title dispute was “beyond
understanding”, the head of
prominent Muslim body Jamiat
Ulema-e-Hind (JUEH)
Maulana Arshad Madani on
Thursday said the Sunni Waqf
Board should not accept the 5-
acre plot which the apex court
directed the Centre to allot for
a mosque.

He said the Jamiat had
asserted that the Supreme
Court verdict in the Ayodhya
case, based on evidence, will be
respected by it.

Maulana Madani, howev-
er, said the judgment was

"beyond understanding". The
court accepted that placing
idols in a mosque and demol-
ishing it is illegal."But the court
gave its decision in favour of
those responsible for it," he
said.

The JUEH president also
said the court has accepted that
the Babri mosque was not built
by demolishing a temple dur-
ing Babur's rule.

Madani said a decision on
whether a review petition in the
Ayodhya case should be filed
will be taken in a meeting of the
working committee of the
JUEH which would sit till late
evening to deliberate on the
matter.

Settling a fractious issue
that goes back more than a cen-

tury, the Supreme Court, in its
verdict in the Babri Masjid-
Ram Janmabhoomi title case
on Saturday, said the entire 2.77
acres of disputed land should
be handed over to the deity
Ram Lalla, who was one of the
three litigants in the case.

The f ive-judge
Constitution bench also
directed the Centre to allot a
5-acre plot to the Sunni Waqf
Board in Ayodhya to build a
mosque.

Asked about his views on
whether the land should be
accepted by the Muslim side,
Madani said, "The land has not
been given to us. They have
given the land to the Sunni
Waqf Board." 

"Our opinion is that the

Sunni Waqf Board should not
accept the land, but finally it is
up to them," said the head of
JUEH, which was also a litigant
in the case."The issue is about
rights not about land. We don't
want land. Muslims don't need
land," he said.

Madani said that according
to religion, a mosque remains
a mosque irrespective of
'namaz' is being held or not.

"The SC said it was
mosque and not made by
destructing a temple. For us,
accordiong to religion, it is still
a mosque," Madani said.

Responding to a question,
he asserted that whatever they
have to say on the verdict they
will say only within the coun-
try
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Thursday arrested former
Ranbaxy and Fortis promoter
Malvinder Singh and former
CMD of Religare Enterprises,
Sunil Godhwani in Religare
Finvest Ltd (RFL) in connec-
tion with a money laundering
case relating.

The duo was arrested from
the Tihar jail where both are
currently lodged in a case relat-
ed to funds misappropriation of
Religare Finvest Ltd. (RFL)
being probed by the Delhi
police.  

The agency’s lawyer Nitesh
Rana informed a designated
court about the duo’s arrests
and pleaded for issuance of a
production warrant against the
accused for seeking their cus-
todial interrogation.

However, the court direct-
ed the ED’s counsel that the
accused be produced before a

metropolitan magistrate in the
Tihar jail itself as trial prison-
ers are not being produced in
the Saket District court due to
the ongoing lawyers' strike.

"The court is informed
that accused Malvinder Mohan
Singh and Sunil Godhwani are
lodged in central jail numbers
8 and 7 respectively at Tihar
Jail. Accordingly, the applica-
tions filed by the ED be put up
before the concerned duty
MM, Tihar jail tomorrow, i.e,
November 15, for disposal in
accordance with law," Special
Judge Sandeep Yadav said in
response to the ED’s plea.

Both Singh and Godhwani
have been charged by the ED
for offences under provisions of
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act.

The duo is undergoing
judicial custody and lodged in
Tihar jail along with Singh's
brother Shivinder and two
other accused persons -- Kavi
Arora and Anil Saxena -- in a
criminal case being probed by
the Economic Offences Wing
(EOW) of the Delhi Police.

These accused allegedly
transferred an amount of approx-
imately Rs 1,000 crore to various
persons from entities linked to

the corporate loan book and
finally, the money was siphoned
off and invested in other com-
panies, according to the ED.

The Delhi Police had reg-
istered an FIR in March after it
received a complaint from
RFL's Manpreet Suri against
Shivinder, Godhwani and oth-
ers, alleging that loans were
taken by them while managing
the firm but the money was
invested in other companies.    

The money laundering
case was filed by the ED after
taking cognisance of the Delhi
Police FIR as money launder-
ing is a predicate offence.
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Hyderabad:  Alleging that the Telangana Government
was misleading the public and the courts, the agitating
TSRTC employees on Thursday said they were willing
to drop their main demand of merger of the corporation
with the transport department, for time being.

“When talks were held earlier we had indicated that
we were willing to drop some demands. However, the gov-
ernment kept sending messages that the employees were
adamant on their demands. So the JAC decided to tem-
porarily drop the merger demand. Now the Government
should hold discussions on other demands,” Ashwathama
Reddy leader of the RTC unions said. PTI
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BJP on Thursday fielded 13
disqualified  Congress-

JD(S) legislators as its candi-
dates for the December 5
Assembly  by-elections in
Karnataka hours after the
rebels joined the ruling  party
in the State.

The party aiming to win a
majority of the 15seats that will
go for the bypolls announced
a list of 14 candidates with
the nominee for Ranebennur
constituency yet to be 
named.

A day after the Supreme
Court paved the way for them-
to contest the bypolls, as many
as 16 disqualified MLAs on
Thursday joined the BJP at the

party office here.
The disqualified MLAs,

whose rebellion led to the fall of
the Kumaraswamy Government
and the return of the BJP to
power in July, were inducted in
the presence of Chief Minister
BS Yediyurappa, State BJP pres-
ident Nalin Kumar Kateel and
National General Secretary in
charge of Karnataka P
Muralidhar Raoamong 
others.

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday had upheld the
disqualification of 17 Congress-
JD(S) MLAs in Karnataka by
then Assembly Speaker K  R
Ramesh Kumar but allowed
them to contest the bypolls
necessitated  by the action
against them.

The court had set aside the
portion of the Speaker’s order
bywhich the MLAs were dis-
qualified till the end of the-

current Assembly’s  term in
2023.

While, the 13 disqualified
MLAs have been fielded again
from  their respective seats, M
Saravana, a former corporator,
has been  has been given the
ticket from Shivajinagar, deny-
ing it to R Roshan  Baig, a dis-
qualified Congress legislator
from the constituency.

Baig, a seven-time MLA,
has notbeen inducted into the
party, unlike 16 other disqual-
ified legislators who were wel-
comed into the BJP fold.

BJP sources cited “reser-
vations” expressed by party
leadership over Baig, who faced
inquiry in the IMA ponzi scam,
among the reasons for  his non-
induction and denial of

ticket.
Interestingly, Baig, a for-

mer Minister, on Wednesday
had claimed  hewill join BJP
along with the other legislators.

According to sources close
to Baig, he met Chief Minister
and expressed  his displeasure
and also was contemplating
contesting as an independent
candidate after consulting his
supporters.

The other disqualified
Congress MLAs who have been
given ticket by the BJP are:
Mahesh Kumatalli in Athani
constituency, Shrimanthagouda
Patil (Kagwad), Ramesh
Jarkiholi (Gokak), Shivram
Hebbar (Yellapur), B C Patil
(Hirekerur), Anand Singh
(Vijayanagara), K Sudhakar
(Chikkaballapura), Byrati
Basavaraj (K R Puram), S T
Somashekar (Yeshwanthpur)
and MTB Nagaraj (Hoskote).
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Announcingcandidates for
10 of 15 bypoll bound

Assembly constituencies in
Karnataka, JD(S) leader H D
Kumaraswamy on Thursday
said his party cannot be
“neglected” by  Congress and
BJP in the State and defeating
the disqualified MLAs  was his
strategy.

Kumaraswamy, who was
forced to resign as Chief
Minister in  July after the
rebellion by the now 
disqualified MLAs, said the
JD(S)  was facing the 
polls keeping both the nation-
al parties at “equal 
distance”.
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Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro has
accepted Prime Minister Narendra

Modi’s invitation to be the chief  guest at
India’s Republic Day celebrations in 
2020.

Prime Minister Modi met Bolsonaro on
Wednesday on the sidelines  of the 11th
BRICS Summit held here to focus on build-
ing mechanisms  for counter-terrorism coop-
eration and strengthen India’s ties with  the
world’s five major economies.

During his meeting with Bolsonaro,
Prime Minister Modi invited 
the  President of Brazil to be the 
chief guest at the Republic Day in  2020.
Bolsonaro accepted the invitation with
pleasure.
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Thursday lashed out at two
Governors for playing partisan
role and “acting like a BJP
agent.” 

Hitting out at Maharashtra
Governor Bhagat Singh
Koashyari for recommending
President’s Rule in Maharashtra
“defying” constitutional 
provisions and Bengal
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar
for “acting like BJP’s mouth-
piece” the Chief Minister said
federal structure of the coun-
try was in peril.

“I generally do not say
anything on constitutional
posts but there are some peo-
ple who are behaving just like
BJP’s mouthpieces,” she said
pointing out at “what is hap-
pening in my State,” she told
reporters at the State secretari-
at. Without naming anyone
she said, “they (the Governor)
are running parallel adminis-
tration in the State.”

Referring to the constitu-
tional provisions Banerjee said
“both the Central and State
Governments are elected
Governments and both have
their jurisdictions defined. This
the beauty of federal structure.
And the federal structure of the
country must be respected.
(But) there are some people
who are dominating too much.
They are working just like the
BJP’s mouthpieces. They are
even superseding the central
government. And the Centre
must take some decision on
this.”

Attacking the Central
Government Banerjee said
Delhi was yet to release �17,000
crores to West Bengal. She
said, “as the Centre did not
release devolution component
(central tax 42 per cent) till
October, we suffered a loss of

� 640 crores. Moreover, Centre
is supposed to release � 17,000
crores which the state has not
yet received. Economic growth
is so low that every State is suf-
fering.” 

The relation between the
Raj Bhavan and Nabanna (state
secretariat) had been anything
but cordial in Bengal with reg-
ular run-ins between senior
Bengal Ministers and the
Governor.

On the visit of Union
Minister Babul Supriyo at
Namkhana post cyclone Bulbul
Banerjee said “some people
are trying to play politics at this
hour of crisis. They are trying
to cash in on the people’s dis-
tress which will not be allowed.”

The tussle between
Governor and Government
started on September 21 when
the Governor ignoring the
advice of the State administra-
tion went to rescue Babul
Supriyo blockaded by a section
students at Jadavpur University.
Things kept worsening after
that with Dhankhar regularly
taking administrative tours in
districts allegedly ignoring 
federal norms.

Recently he went to a block
office at Singur leading a mas-
sive uproar in the ruling party
circles who questioned his
“unconstitutional demeanour.”
TMC leaders and Ministers
said, “a Governor had no busi-
ness in poking his nose in
administrative issues without
the advice of the State
Government.”

Brasilia/Beijing: India and China have agreed to
hold another meeting on matters relating to the
boundary question after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi met Chinese President Xi Jinping on the side-
lines of the BRICS Summit here, according to an
official statement.

The 21st round of India-China border talks, led
by Special Representatives (SR) National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval and his Chinese counterpart and
Foreign Minister Wang Yi, were held at Chengdu
in China in November last year. 

According to a statement by the Ministry of
External Affairs, Prime Minister Modi and President
Xi “noted that the Special Representatives will have
another meeting on matters relating to the bound-
ary question and reiterated the importance of main-
taining peace and security along the border
areas”. PTI
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin has invited  Prime

Minister Narendra Modi for
the Victory Day celebrations
in  May next year as the two
leaders had an “excellent meet-
ing” during  which they
reviewed the progress made in
the bilateral ties and discussed
ways to further expand the
special strategic partnership.

Modi, who is in Brazil for
the 11th BRICS Summit
which will focus  on building
mechanisms for counter-ter-
rorism cooperation and
strengthen  India’s ties with the
world’s five major economies,
met Putin on  Wednesday on
the sidelines of the meeting
and reviewed the full range  of
India-Russia relations.

“Had an excellent meeting
with President Putin. During
our talks,  we reviewed the full
range of India-Russia relations.
India and Russia  are cooper-
ating extensively in areas such
as trade, security and  culture.
The people of our nations will
benefit due to close bilateral
ties,” Modi said in a tweet.

During the bilateral meet-
ing, the fourth between the two
leaders  this year, prime min-

ister Modi said the “frequent
meetings have strengthened
our relations”.

“Our bilateral relations are
growing. You have invited me
to visit  Russia in May for the
Victory Day celebrations. I am
happily waiting  that I will get
an opportunity to meet you
once again,” the Prime  Minister
said.

Both leaders reviewed the
progress made in the bilateral
relationship  since the Prime
Minister’s visit to Vladivostok
in September.

The two leaders noted with
satisfaction that the USD 25 bil-
lion  target of bilateral trade by
2025 had already been
achieved. They  decided that
the first Bilateral Regional
Forum at the level of Russian
Provinces and Indian States be
held next year to dismantle the
barriers  of trade at regional
level. The two leaders noted
the stability and progress
made in imports  of oil and
natural gas. They also
reviewed the progress made in
the field of infrastructure,
particularly railways in context
of raising the speed of the
Nagpur-Secunderabad sector
railway line.

The leaders also
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Jammu:  Hinting at holding Assembly polls in
Jammu & Kashmir in the near future, Lieutenant
Governor (LG) Girish Chandra Murmu on
Thursday said the election process will begin
soon.

“Election will come. It is a Union territory
with a legislature, it will not continue like this (LG’s
rule),” he said, while addressing a function of the
police department.

“The process for holding the election will
come soon,” Murmu said, speaking at the
Attestation-cum-Passing out Parade of the 14th
batch of Constables, held in the Talwara area of
Reasi district. PTI

Srinagar: Signs of normalcy were visible in Srinagar
as most modes of public transport have started ply-
ing, while markets at some places remained open for
longer hours, officials said on Thursday.

The intra-district connectivity in Srinagar has
been restored as cabs have started plying in several
areas of the city, the officials said.

There are reports of movement of intra-district
cabs and other modes of public transport in most
other district headquarters of the valley as well.

With this, most modes of public transport have
started plying in the valley, especially in the city here,
as inter-district cabs, auto-rickshaws and few mini-
buses were already plying. PTI
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Contesting Amit Shah’s claim that
the BJP had not promised rota-

tional Chief Ministership to his party,
Shiv Sena leader Sanjay Raut on
Thursday charged that Shah had kept
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the
loop about the 50:50 power sharing
agreement reached with his party
president Uddhav Thackeray ahead of
the Lok Sabha polls.

In a hard-hitting response to the
BJP president’s rejection of the Shiv
Sena’s claim about the promise of rota-
tional chief ministership purported-
ly made by the former ahead of the
Lok Sabha polls, Raut said: “The fact
remains that our beloved Amit Shah
had not informed as to what tran-
spired between him and Uddhav
Thackeray at a closed door meeting
ahead of the Lok Sabha polls.  He
should have informed the Prime
Minister about whatever transpired at
a closed door meeting between him
and Uddhavji”.  

“If you (Amit Shah) had recon-
ciled to whatever had been decided
ahead of the Lok Sabha polls and kept
the Prime Minister in the loop, Modiji
would have cognisance of this and we
would have not arrived at such a sit-

uation that we are witnessing today,”
Raut said.

Raut’s remarks came a day after
Shah wanted to know as to why the
Sena had not objected to the repeat-
ed statements by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and him at election
meeting that  Devendra Fadanvis
would be the next Chief Minister if the
saffron alliance returned to power in
the state.   

“At all meetings, Narendra Modiji
used to say Devendra Fadnavis would
be the next chief minister. At all meet-
ings, Uddhav Thackeray also used to
say that the Shiv Sena man would be
the next Chief Minister. When the
alliance was formed between the two
parties, Uddhavji used to say that they
would be 50: 50 sharing of power and
positions. At that time why did Amit
Shah not say that this kind of agree-
ment had not been reached? He
should have taken objection to
Uddhavji’s statement then,” Raut said.

“You (Amit Shah) did not say any
such thing till the Lok Sabha polls.
This issue has come up only after the
State Assembly poll.  We expect and
practise morality in politics. We
expected minimum mortal ethics
(from the BJP),”  the Sena spokesper-
son said.

Raut said that he had not heard
Amit Shah saying that Devendra
Fadnavis would become the next
Chief Minister of Maharashtra. “ I had
not heard Amit Shah say anything in
this regard. I had heard Prime
Minister Narendra Modi saying that
Devendra Fadnavis would become the
next Chief Minister. We did not con-
test Modiji’s statement keeping in
mind his standing and stature of the
Prime Minister and left it like that
thinking that we would deal with it
after the polls,” he said.

Interestingly Raut, while ripping
into Amit Shah,  had good things to
say about Modi.  At one stage, he said:
“After all, we have sought votes in the
name of Modiji Modiji is a tall leader.
We have along respected Modiji and
will continue to do so. After all. he is
the Prime minister, he was a Chief
Minister earlier and a leader. We love
Modiji as much as BJP workers do”.

Alluding to Amit Shah’s statement
that “it is not the BJP’s tradition to dis-
close what transpires in close-door
meetings”, Raut said: “If something is
decided at a closed door meeting but
not implemented later, then things will
definitely come out. Whatever tran-
spired in the closed door meeting
between Amit Shah and Uddhav is not
small thing. It involves the self-
respect of Maharashtra.  For us, it is
like  Pran jaye vachan na jaye. It
involves the future of Maharashtra. If
you say that whatever transpired at the
meeting did not happen, then defi-
nitely this issue will come out”.

Raut said that the Shiv Sena had
not converted politics into a business.
“We are not traders, we are
Maharastrians. This is the land of
Chhatrpati Shivaji, Mahatma Phule,
Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar and Shahu
Maharaj.  Whatever we do comes
from the inspiration of  Chhatrapati
Shivaji The persons whom I referred
to had never indulged in business.
They sacrificed their lives for the
country. For us politics is not busi-
ness,” the Sena leader said, while tak-
ing indirect dig at Shah.

Giving an emotional spin to the
issue,  Raut said: “The venue where
Amit Shah and Uddhavji held talks

was not an ordinary room. It was a
room that belonged to late Balasaheb
once.  It was the same room from
where late Balasaheb championed
the cause of Hindutva and blessed
Modiji on several occasions..... For us,
the venue where the discussion
between Amit Shah and Uddhavji is
not just a room but a temple”

“If someone says  such agreement
had not take place in that room, it is
an insult to that temple and late
Balasaheb. It is also an insult to
Maharashtra as well. We take the
pledge in the name of Balasaheb and
say we do not lie. If you still feel bad
about whatever happened inside the
temple, then please come out and tell
the people what transpired at the
meeting. We have never used lies to
practise politics nor will we do. The
Thackeray family has sacrificed for the
country,” he said.

The stand-off the two saffron
alliance partners should be seen in the
context of what transpired at the meet-
ing  that BJP president Amit shah and
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis
had with Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray on February 18 this year
when the two parties formalised the
seat-sharing pact for the Lok Sabha
polls. 
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As part of their ongoing
efforts to form a

Government in Maharashtra,
the Shiv Sena Congress and
NCP on Thursday crossed the
first hurdle — of jointly 
preparing a draft of Common
Minimum Programme (CMP)
for a three-party Government
— after detailed tripartite talks
among their leaders.

With the vetting and for-
malisation of the CMP by the
central leaders of the three
parties having become a mere
formality now, the talks on
power-sharing arrangement
among the leaders of Shiv
Sena, Congress and NCP may
begin from Friday.

In another major develop-
ment, the Congress and NCP
are understood to have agreed
in principle to give the Cchief
Minister’s post to the Shiv
Sena which won as many as 56
seats as against 54 and 44 seats
bagged by the NCP and
Congress respectively in the
State Assembly.  

It remains to be seen if the
NCP will share the post with

the Sena for a period of two
and a half years and the
Congress will in lieu get the
deputy Chief Minister’s post for
the entire five years’ period, as
is being speculated.     

Though the three parties
are coming out in the open, the
senior leaders of the Shiv Sena,
NCP and Congress are 
developing the contours of the
proposed three-party
Government which may take
full shape by the week end.
“The power-sharing formula
will comprise CMP and the dis-
tribution of ministerial port-
folios among the three parties,”
a senior Congress leader 
said.   

The rapid pace in which
the three parties are moving
should be light of a request
reportedly made by the Shiv
Sena leadership to wrap up all
the nitty-gritties before the
Saturday evening so that it
Sena can submit the letters of
support received from the
Congress and NCP to
Maharashtra Governor Bhagat
Singh Koshyari on the death
anniversary of late Bal
Thackeray on November 17.
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Ahead of the pilgrimage sea-
son at the Lord Ayyappa

shrine commencing on
November 17, the focus has
now shifted to the LDF gov-
ernment in Kerala over allow-
ing women in the 10-50 age
group to offer prayers as the
Supreme Court has decided to
keep pending the pleas seeking
review of its verdict.

The left Government
would consult legal experts to
get more clarity on the Supreme
Court’s Sabarimala verdict but
it seems that the earlier order on
allowing entry of women of all
age groups still stands, Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said.

Vijayan, who met the media
here to explain the government
stand in the backdrop of the
apex court’s decision to refer the
case to a larger bench, said the

state government was always
ready to implement the court
order, whatsoever it may be.

The top court has decided
to set up a larger bench to re-
examine religious issues includ-
ing those arising out of its ear-
lier verdict that lifted a cen-
turies-old ban on women of
menstruating age visiting the
shrine.

Asked if women will be pro-
vided security to enter the
shrine, Vijayan said such things
can only be decided after clear-
ing “certain doubts and confu-
sions” in the order.

Ahead of the pilgrimage
season commencing on
November 17, Vijayan said “It
seems like the September 28,
2018, order still stands.
However, there are certain con-
fusions with regard to today’s
order. The court ordered for a
seven-judge bench to consider
various gender related issues.It
had kept pending the review
petitions on Sabarimala. We
need to get more clarity on var-
ious matters,” he said.
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The left Government
would consult legal

experts to get more clari-
ty on the Supreme Court’s
Sabarimala verdict but it
seems that the earlier
order on allowing entry of
women of all age groups still
stands, Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan said on Thursday.

Vijayan, who met the
media here to explain the gov-
ernment stand in the backdrop
of the apex court’s decision to
refer the case to a larger bench,
said the State Government was
always ready to implement the
court order, whatsoever it may
be. The top court has decided
to set up a larger bench to re-
examine religious issues includ-
ing those arising out of its ear-
lier verdict that lifted a cen-
turies-old ban on women of
menstruating age visiting the
shrine.

Asked if women will be
provided security to enter the
shrine, Vijayan said such things
can only be decided after clear-
ing “certain doubts and confu-
sions” in the order.

Ahead of the pilgrimage
season commencing on
November 17, Vijayan said “It
seems like the September 28,
2018, order still stands. 

However, there are certain
confusions with regard to
today’s order. The court ordered
for a seven-judge bench to con-
sider various gender related
issues.It had kept pending the
review petitions on Sabarimala.
We need to get more clarity on
various matters,” he said.

Nagpur: Welcoming the
Supreme Court’s decision to
refer Sabarimala case to a larg-
er bench, the RSS on Thursday
said the restrictions  on
women’s entry in the famous
Kerala shrine have nothing to
do with  gender discrimination.

Arun Kumar, Akhil
Bhartiya Prachar Pramukh of
the RSS, said on the  organisa-
tion’s Twitter handle that “mat-
ters related to traditions  and
customs are issues of faith and
belief ”.

“We welcome the Supreme
Court decision to accept the
review Petition  and refer the
matter to a larger Constitutional
Bench,” he tweeted. “Matters
related to traditions and cus-
toms are issues of faith and
belief. Restriction of women
belonging to a particular age-
group to the Sabarimala shrine
has nothing to (do) with gen-
der inequality or discrimina-
tion, and that is strictly based
on the speciality of the deity,”
the senior RSS leader said. PTI 

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh Shia Central Waqf
Board chairman Wasim Rizvi on Thursday
announced he is donating � 51,000 for the
construction of a Ram temple in Ayodhya.

Rizvi said the Board favoured the 
construction of a Ram temple in Ayodhya
and the Supreme Court judgment on the
decades-old issue is the “best verdict” that
could have been possible.

In a unanimous verdict, the Supreme
Court last week cleared the way for the con-
struction of a Ram temple at the disputed
site in Ayodhya and directed the Centre to
allot a separate five-acre plot to the Sunni
Waqf Board to build a mosque. “Now prepa-
rations are on for the construction of a grand
temple at the Ram Janmasthan,” Rizvi 
said. PTI

Ayodhya: Ahead of the All India Muslim Personal  Law
Board’s meeting to decide whether to seek a review
of the Supreme Court verdict in the Ayodhya case, the
main litigant Iqbal Ansari  has said he does not wish
to be a party to that and the Board can do whatever
it wants. He also said he has “not received any com-
munication” from the AIMPLB  about its meeting.

Ansari, 53, along with several other local Muslim
leaders had recently  said the five acres of land to be
allocated for building a mosque  as per the landmark
verdict in the Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid dis-
pute  should be within the 67 acres of land acquired
by the Government in Ayodhya.

“I know the Muslim Board (AIMPLB) is holding
a meeting on Sunday to take a decision on seeking a
review of the Supreme Court judgement. I have not
received any communication in this connection,” he
said. PTI
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Alittle less than two weeks ago, the
national capital witnessed
unprecedented protests by hun-
dreds of policemen. The person-
nel gheraoed their headquarters,

demanding intervention and support of
senior officers with respect to the clash that
took place between them and the lawyers at
the Tis Hazari district court complex. On their
part, the lawyers have been on a strike and
have threatened to continue with it unless their
demands are heard to protect them from what
they call the high-handedness of the police. 

While the origin of the dispute is
unclear, it has been reported that the clash
was over a parking dispute. Whatever be the
reason, the scuffle between them escalated
into something much more serious. It was
reported that three lawyers were shot and
as a result of the struggle, more than 30 peo-
ple were severely injured. Police vans and
vehicles were set on fire and the lawyers’
chambers were ransacked. The dispute
continues to linger till the date of writing
this article and peaceful ground between the
police and the lawyers looks far away. Both
sides have stuck to their guns, holding the
other side responsible for the scuffle. 

Almost a year ago, a similar dispute had
erupted, which had led to the breakdown of
the law and order situation. Again, a Central
Government agency was involved. In
October last year, an internal rift between the
then Director of the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) Alok Verma and his
number two, Rakesh Asthana, had become
a public spectacle. Both Asthana and Verma
hurled corruption charges against each
other and approached the courts to ensure
protection against legal action. In an extra-
ordinary move, the Union Government sent
both officers on leave and with effect,
divested the CBI Director of all duties. This
move was extraordinary because the CBI
Director enjoys a tenure of two years after
his appointment by a high-profile commit-
tee, which includes the Leader of Opposition.

However, this committee was bypassed
to remove Verma, who among other voices,
had cast aspersions on the Government for
subverting investigations into significant
cases. While I have written about the crisis
of credibility in the past, the reason I want to
recount this incident is because both the pre-
sent crisis involving the police and lawyers as
well as the last incident involving the CBI have
two things in common: First, both situations
make a mockery of the law and water down
safeguards that are essential for a democra-
cy to thrive. Second, in both cases no one from
the Government took responsibility for the
mess or showed interest to ensure that the sit-
uation is diffused in a responsible manner. 

The failure to maintain law and order
is unfortunately becoming more frequent
over the last few years in the country. The
law has been abused by individual law-
makers in power. It seems the rule of law
has now changed to the law of rulers.

Therefore, I will not go through
these details again. 

The fact, however, is that we
now live in a country where we
have been immunised against
impropriety in general. This is
not necessarily always in the form
of cases like Swami
Chinmayanand and the Uttar
Pradesh Police’s handling of the
rape case against the said BJP
leader. Sometimes, mockery
takes different forms. For exam-
ple, the unilateral manner in
which demonetisation was
pressed upon the citizens and the
lack of scientific examination into
it that has had a tectonic impact
on the country’s economy. 

Another example is how the
Right to Information (RTI) Act
was watered down or how fake
news and hate speech have
been allowed to thrive on social
media. All of these instances,
while completely unconnected
at the first blush, have a discon-
certing common thread run-
ning through them: They are all
symptoms of a weakening
democracy. The clash between
the police and the lawyers is
only the latest symptom of a
more serious problem. 

Now let’s talk about the
second issue, which relates to the
fact that no one from the
Government has taken respon-
sibility for or ensured that the
stand-off between the Delhi
Police, which comes under the
Union Home of Ministry, and
the lawyers, is settled responsi-
bly. It is here that questions about

leadership arise. Through the
entire dispute we saw senior
police officials stepping in. We
have seen numerous voices
throw their inputs into the mix.
But what we did not see was the
intervention of the Union Home
Minister on this issue. We have
seen the Lieutenant Governor of
Delhi in the front and centre but
none from the Union
Government intervened. This is
especially disappointing because
it follows a trend where during
the good times — typically elec-
tion victories — we get to hear
many representatives of the
Government speaking on tele-
vision for great lengths. 

However, just as often, dur-
ing times when the Government
is faced with a crisis, we do not
see any official offer an explana-
tion or provide reassurance. In
a few instances, where we have
seen Ministers taking questions
during difficult situations, we
have been left a little concerned
than reassured. One example of
this was how the Finance
Minister responded and react-
ed to the economic crisis. While
taking questions on the slow-
down of the auto industry,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman deflected the blame
to cab aggregators like Ola and
Uber for the plummeting sale of
cars. A response like this seems
to be disconnected from reality
and displays a desire to deflect
blame rather than taking
responsibility to fix the situation. 

Not one person can be

held completely responsible
for a crisis. In an economic/job
crisis, for example, external
factors matter, too. However, as
things stand today, there should
be little debate on the fact that
there are internal governance
issues, which have exacerbated
the problem further. It would
have been nice to see the
Finance Minister talk about
redressing these issues rather
than worrying about image
management. The former is the
kind of leadership that can help
India steer itself through crisis. 

The showdown between
the police and lawyers calls for
a brand of leadership where
people are reassured that the
Government is capable of tak-
ing steps to ensure that the cri-
sis is averted with minimum
loss and with maturity. I am
fortunate to see the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) at work. I
have seen it taking steps while
at the same time encouraging
brand of leadership. No doubt,
there will be instances where
we may fall short, too, but I am
optimistic that we will not shy
away from the problem, no
matter how uncomfortable. 

I will instead face the prob-
lem head-on. This is frankly
what our voters expect from us.
Similarly, I think we should not
be shy of demanding same
standards from other political
leaders, too. 

(The writer is a former IPS
officer, an MP and currently a
member of the AAP)
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Sir — Post the news that the
Israeli spyware, Pegasus, targetted
over 100 members of civil soci-
ety, including journalists and
human rights activists,
WhatsApp, the Facebook-owned
messaging app, is now banning
global users if they are found to
be part of group chats with mali-
cious or suspicious names, in
some cases permanently. 

It’s welcome that at least
some action is being taken to
address the problem of the
spread of false information.
Further, the social media giant
must roll out an upgraded ver-
sion of its app that is secured
from the spyware. This way, it
can be stopped from affecting
more phones. 

It is a matter of grave concern
that Pegasus has had an impact on
around 1,400 devices globally.
The violation of one’s privacy is
a grievous offence. People may
start feeling compelled to use
other messaging apps if
WhatsApp proves to be vulnera-
ble to the malware. Something is
better than nothing at all.

Tushar Anand
Patna
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Sir — With air quality index
breaching the 900-mark, bad air
is severely affecting the health of

the residents of Delhi and the
National Capital Region (NCR). 

It is sad that though the rea-
sons that contribute to air pollu-
tion are well-known, we have

been unable to alter the situation.
One of the causes for such high
level of pollution is the burning
of crop residue by farmers in the
neighbouring States of Punjab,

Haryana and Uttar Pradesh. 
The lack of seriousness on

part of the respective State
Governments as well as the
Central Government to devise an
action plan has led to the present
saga of people suffering from
“severe” category of air pollution.
The Government must pro-
actively work with all stakehold-
ers concerned to bring down air
pollution levels. 

Devendra Khurana
Bhopal

�������	����	�����

Sir — The problem of air pollu-
tion is not new to the capital city.
It is also a fact that policy mea-
sures kick in at the nick of the
time when health is at stake.
Besides, much of the policies do
little to address the heart of the
problem, which is stubble burn-
ing. Bans, incentives and target-
ed subsidies are only temporary
solutions. If indeed we intend to
tackle the problem, behavioural
changes are needed.

Sunita
Via email
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Histories, when confined to
nutshells, become absolute
facts devoid of context. They

are turned into miniature caricatures,
paraded as stripped actualities that
anyone can dress in the manner they
deem fit. This is particularly true in
the age of social media, that only
allows the exhibition of historical
facts as end results. It completely
ignores the complex historical
processes which led to the end
results.

For example, as miniaturised his-
tory, the 18th century French
Revolution was an uprising of the
poor against the rich. Just recently I
heard someone say this in a podcast,
positioning it as a “historical fact”
which the podcaster said was aiming

at a “privileged, middle-class” foe.
Indeed, the poor did rise up in

France but the uprising was largely
instigated and navigated by the mid-
dle-classes against common foes: The
aristocratic/landed elite and the
powerful clergy. The well-known his-
torian Henry Heller, in The French
Revolution and Historical
Materialism, roots the revolution in
the gradual growth of the middle-
class in France.

According to Heller, by the 18th
century, the political and economic
aspirations and interests of the
French middle class began to clash
with those of the ancien régime, i.e.,
the monarchy, the feudal class and
the church. This friction saw the
middle-class intelligentsia strongly
propagate the ideas of democracy,
secularism and nationalism, which
became the main ideological engines
of the revolution. Another example
is the American Civil War (1861-
1865). In a nutshell, it is often
explained as an armed conflict
between the pro-slavery South and
the anti-slavery North in the US.
American economists M Thornton
and RB Execlund write, in The
Economics of the Civil War, that the

conflict was mainly due to econom-
ic tensions between the “industri-
alised North” and the “agricultural
South.” Prominent in this respect was
the perception in the South that tax
revenues collected there were large-
ly being transferred to strengthen
industrial interests of the North.

The anti-slavery position was
adopted by the North and President
Lincoln only after the Southern
states declared their secession.
Lincoln’s original stance on slavery,
which he displayed a year before the
Civil War, was rather different. He
had said: “I have no purpose to inter-
fere with the institution of slavery
where it exists. I believe I have no
lawful right to do so, and I don’t
intend to.”

There are numerous such exam-
ples from world history which, when
carefully studied outside their nut-
shell versions, often add a deeper
dimension to the end result. Many
such examples are also present in
Pakistan’s history. Take for instance,
the 1974 Second Constitutional
Amendment and the 1986 Article
295-C in the country’s penal code.
The first ousted the Ahmadi commu-
nity from the fold of Islam and the

second introduced the death penal-
ty for those found to have commit-
ted blasphemy.

When explained in a nutshell,
the Second Amendment is elucidat-
ed as the sole doing of the “socialist”
regime of ZA Bhutto. Unlike various
conventional religious groups that
had opposed the creation of Pakistan,
Punjab’s Ahmadi community had
backed Jinnah’s call. They then
became prominent in the country’s
State and Government institutions.

The Iranian-American author
and academic Vali Nasr, in The
Vanguard of Islamic Revolution,
writes that soon after Pakistan’s cre-
ation, radical religious groups in
Punjab often “articulated economic
grievances in Islamic terms.” This
contributed to the 1953 anti-Ahmadi
movement when the provincial
Government, headed by Mumtaz
Daultana, failed to address an eco-
nomic crisis. As a distraction,
Daultana went on to tacitly support
the movement. He was dismissed by
the President after the movement was
crushed by the military.

The 1973 international oil crisis
badly hit world economies and
Pakistan was no exception. Urdu

newspapers of this period are full of
statements by religious parties
expressing economic grievances in
‘Islamic’ terms. Then, an episode in
Rabwah, in which a group of Ahmadi
youth clashed with the student-
wing of Jamaat-i-Islami, suddenly
triggered a brand new anti-Ahmadi
movement in Punjab.

In his 1997 study of the Bhutto
regime, Rafi Raza writes that Bhutto
refused to allow the Opposition to
discuss the issue in the Parliament.
And when violence increased, he
publicly threatened to crush the
protests with the help of the military.

However, with the army already
engaged in fighting an insurgency in
Balochistan, Bhutto demurred. On
the insistence of some of his party’s
members in the Punjab Assembly,
the religious parties were finally
allowed to table a Bill.

In an essay for Political Power
and Social Theory, Sadia Saeed writes
that the 1953 movement had large-
ly been crushed on the insistence of
the military and the bureaucracy but
that, by the 1970s, both had been
weakened and distanced from poli-
tics. She also writes that the pressure
to allow the Opposition to table the

anti-Ahmadi Bill also came from the
Left and liberal quarters. For exam-
ple, Wali Khan’s National Awami
Party did not oppose the Bill, and a
June 7, 1974 editorial in Dawn
explained the Bill as the Opposition’s
“democratic right.”

Now, to Article 295-C. In the
nutshell version of its history, this
Article was introduced by the reac-
tionary General Zia dictatorship. It
is true that this dictatorship intro-
duced various controversial laws in
the name of faith, but the fact is, Zia
was actually not in favour of intro-
ducing the death penalty in this con-
text. 

According to a February 11, 2011
article by Khalid Ahmad in The
Express Tribune, some journalists and
lawyers from Punjab approached the
Federal Shariat Court in 1984, peti-
tioning it to introduce stern laws
against blasphemy. 

On June 8, 1986, some members
of the National Assembly — which
was formed after the 1985 elections
— agreed to table a private Bill that
would include the death penalty for
blasphemy.

The Zia-backed Government of
Mohammad Khan Junejo pre-empt-

ed the move and tabled a Bill that did
not include the death penalty.
However, during a debate, which
included no more than six legislators,
the death sentence was added. As a
last-minute addition, the
Government hastily added “death
penalty or life imprisonment” in the
Bill that was passed.

Upon emotional appeals, espe-
cially by those who had demanded
the death penalty, Zia, as President,
signed the Bill into law in October
1986.

The addition of the words “or life
imprisonment” was challenged by the
same politicians in 1987 in the
Shariat Court. In 1990, the court
ruled that the death penalty alone
should be mandatory for blasphemy.
It asked the then sitting Government
of Nawaz Sharif to remove the words
“or life imprisonment” from the law.
The Government planned to chal-
lenge the decision in the Supreme
Court but since those who had orig-
inally demanded the death penalty
were by then part of Sharif ’s party
and coalition Government (the
Islami Jamhoori Ittehad), the regime
withdrew the challenge.

(Courtsey: Dawn)
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Delhi, one of the world’s most polluted cities,
is in the news again for its worsening air
quality as the Government has been forced

to close schools and declare a health emergency.
The much-loved winter months in other parts of
the country are a nightmare for the residents of
Delhi-NCR as the area gets enveloped in a blan-
ket of toxic haze. 

With the Air Quality Index (AQI) reaching
new levels each year and going as high as 1,200+
(classified ‘Hazardous’) this month, the city is suf-
focating, literally. Apart from coal and construc-
tion dust, vehicular emissions and smoke from
Diwali firecrackers, stubble burning by farmers in
the States of Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh
(UP) are cited as the primary reason for this cri-
sis.

While the Delhi Government has been try-
ing to bring down pollution levels through its vehi-
cle rationing odd-even scheme and by closing pol-
luting factories and coal-based power plants
among other things, biomass burning is something
it has failed to stop. For this, it needs the cooper-
ation of its neighbouring States and has no con-
trol over the farmers there.

Crop residue burning is a practice where farm-
ers set their entire fields on fire after harvesting the
rice crop, to make way for the next i.e. wheat. The
sowing of rice is timed such that its intense water
needs are met by the monsoon rains in the Indo-
Gangetic plains and the crop is harvested just before
winter starts. However, the result is a whopping
23 million tonnes of paddy residue in the fields that
need to be cleared in a short span of 10 to 20 days,
before the farms are readied for sowing wheat. If
the farmers had more time between crops, they
could have just left this biomass lie in the fields and
let it turn to mulch, which is an excellent fertilis-
er. However, with such a short gap between the two
crops, setting fields afire seems to be the easiest way
to get rid of the stubble. This however severely
degrades the ambient air quality of Delhi-NCR.

Taking cognisance of the consequences of
stubble burning, the Government banned it in June,
imposing fines on those who defied the diktat and
recently the Supreme Court (SC) even pulled up
the chief secretaries of the three neighbouring States
and ordered them to ensure that farmers don’t burn
crop residue anymore. 

Nevertheless, the practice seems to have con-
tinued as growers contend that feasible, affordable
and scalable alternatives are lacking. In an effort
to encourage farmers to find alternatives to burn-
ing the residue, the SC had also directed the three
States to pay �100 per quintal of paddy straw to
growers, but it doesn’t seem to have worked. 

The atmospheric factors at play: People often
wonder how a practice followed a few 100 km from
Delhi-NCR has big implications. Here is the sci-
ence behind this phenomenon. During winter, the
region sees low wind speeds and temperature inver-
sion — an atmospheric phenomenon where the
temperature of the air near the surface is lower than
that of the air higher in the atmosphere. Hence,
when the pollutants from vehicular emissions and
crop burning are released into the air, they are not
dispersed but trapped in the lower layers of the
atmosphere. As a result, the air quality takes a deep
dive. 

“Air pollution in cities like Delhi may
be attributed to the growth of the metro
and the pollutants from sources far away
that get carried to the national Capital
by the moving air or environmental con-
ditions, which are unfavourable for the
dispersion of pollutants,” said Prof Vinoj
V from the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Bhubaneswar, talking
about his study published in 2018. The
study, among other things, had found
that crop burning has been increasing at
an alarming rate of 25 per cent since
2000.

It isn’t Delhi alone that takes the hit;
other tier-2 cities in the region also seem
to be affected by biomass burning for
similar reasons. A 2019 research, which
investigated the source of pollutants in
20 Indian cities other than Delhi, found
that in places like Amritsar, Chandigarh
and Ludhiana, crop residue burning,
along with emissions from power plants
and seasonal dust storms contributed to
about 50-52 per cent of particulate
matter.

In essence, the timing of winter-
related atmospheric phenomena, coupled
with the surge in emissions when the
fields are set on fire, is a perfect pollu-
tion cocktail. 

The health and economic costs of
stubble burning: It is well-known that
inhaling polluted air can lead to severe
health conditions like lung cancer, dia-
betes, cardiovascular diseases, asthma,
bronchitis and dementia. Not just this,
air pollution also adversely affects crop
yields in India. But, what really is the eco-
nomic cost of stubble burning in these
maladies?

A study, published by researchers at
USA’s International Food Policy Research
Institute and Oklahoma State University,
pegs that number at $30 billion, includ-

ing the economic loss and associated
health costs. It found that about 14 per
cent of acute respiratory infections,
recorded in Haryana, Punjab and Delhi
in 2013, could be attributed to stubble
burning. Researchers estimate that liv-
ing in areas where there is intensive crop
burning increases the chance of acute res-
piratory infections three-fold, with chil-
dren under the age of five being the most
affected.

Crippled policies adding to woes:
As most studies have pointed out, a
robust combination of the right policies,
economic incentives and awareness
campaigns are the need of the hour to
curb the “burning” problem of air pol-
lution. Badly-designed policies could
have unintended effects on air quality, as
shown by a research from the
International Maize and Wheat
Improvement Center in India and
Mexico and the Cornell University,
USA. It showed that groundwater con-
servation policies, introduced in 2009 in
Punjab and Haryana, could have con-
tributed to the rise in stubble burning.

Although rice is a lucrative crop for
farmers, it is water-intensive. Hence, the
‘Punjab Preservation of Subsoil Water
Act’ and the ‘Haryana Preservation of
Subsoil Water Act’ banned the transplan-
tation of rice before monsoon to con-
serve groundwater. As the monsoon
arrives in these States in July, the crop is
harvested in early November, forcing
farmers to clear their fields as soon as
possible for wheat sowing. Using satel-
lite data, the study found that prior to
2009, about 40 per cent of rice was har-
vested by late October and this number
declined to 14 per cent after the law was
enforced. The number of fires went up
from 490 per day during late October
prior to 2009, to 681 per day, peaking

around early November. The average
daily PM2.5 concentrations in November
were also found to be 29 per cent high-
er after the groundwater Acts were
passed.

With the clamour for alternatives to
stubble burning increasingly being heard,
science may have solutions, as shown by
a 2019 study. It analysed 10 alternatives
to stubble burning and found that con-
trary to what farmers believed, these
methods were not only environment-
friendly, but also profitable. Among them
is using Happy Seeder, a machine that
can sow wheat despite the presence of
rice straw in the fields. This yielded near-
ly 10-20 per cent increase in profits or
about �11,498 per hectare on an average.
The profits come from lower land
preparation cost and the reuse of the crop
residue, which increases soil moisture
and benefits the long-term health of the
soil.

However, these benefits come at a
cost of  �2.4 billion — necessary to pro-
duce about 16,000 Happy Seeders to cater
to 50 per cent of the rice — wheat cul-
tivation areas. With a meagre subsidy of
�2,000 provided by the Government for
purchasing machines to manage crop
residue, machines like Happy Seeders are
unaffordable to many farmers, leaving
them with no options but to set fields on
fire.

As most of these studies have point-
ed out, with a robust combination of the
right policies, economic incentives and
awareness campaigns, the pressing prob-
lem of managing crop residue can be
addressed. It is about time that policy-
makers took note of such insights and
acted to provide us all with clean air to
breathe — a basic necessity of life. 

(The writer is managing editor at a
science portal)
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After cutting India’s sover-
eign ratings recently,

Moody’s Investor Services on
Thursday also cut India’s
growth forecast to 5.6 per cent
for the calendar year 2019 for
reasons of subdued consumer
demand, along with sluggish
liquidity supply.

The US ratings multina-
tional revised downwards its
growth forecast for India to 5.6
per cent in 2019, from 7.4 per
cent in 2018.

“We expect economic activ-
ity to pick up in 2020 and 2021
to 6.6 per cent and 6.7 per cent,
respectively, but the pace to
remain lower than in the recent
past,” Moody’s said in Global
Macro Outlook 2020-21.

“India’s economic 
growth has decelerated since
mid-2018, with real GDP
growth slipping from nearly 8
per cent to 5 per cent in the sec-
ond quarter of 2019 and job-
lessness rising.”

In the current slowdown
consumption demand has
“cooled” notably, the ratings
agency said.

Besides, the agency noted
the government’s measures like
the cut in the corporate tax rate,
bank recapitalisation, support
for the auto sector and plans for
infrastructure spending, among
others, to arrest the growth
slowdown.

“However, none of these
measures directly address the
widespread weakness in con-
sumption demand, which has

been the chief driver of the
economy,” Moody’s Outlook
report said.

On monetary policy, the
ratings agency said that more
rate cuts are “likely” on 
the back of benign domestic
inflationary pressures and sub-
dued oil prices. 

However, transmission of
lending rates continues to be
hindered by the “credit
squeeze” caused by disruption
in the non-bank financial sec-
tor, it said.

“While our baseline fore-
casts assume that economic
momentum will pick up, there
are risks to the downside. Slow
employment growth is weigh-
ing on consumption,” the
Outlook report said.

“The interest rate cutting
cycle is not adequately being
transmitted, which 
is hampering investment as
companies’ borrowing costs
remain elevated.”

Last week, Moody’s had
changed the outlook on India’s
sovereign ratings to negative
from stable and affirmed the
Baa2 foreign-currency 
and local currency long-term
issuer ratings.

Moody’s had also affirmed
India’s Baa2 local-currency
senior unsecured rating and its
P-2 other short-term local-
currency rating.

India’s credit rating at Baa2
is the second lowest investment
rating and Moody’s has warned
that India could be heading
towards a debt trap and reces-
sionary phase.
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The Government has eased KYC norms for
migrants to open bank account by allowing them

to give a self-declared local address as sufficient proof
of residence in case it is different from one mentioned
in Aadhaar document.

Migrants face difficulties in having proof of res-
idence as address on  Aadhaar is different from their
current location.

The Department of Revenue on Thursday said its
notification is with regard to easing of Aadhaar KYC
use for opening of the bank account for the conve-
nience of people who often migrate from place to place
for jobs or any other reason.

The changes were made by amending the
Prevention of Money-laundering (Maintenance of
Records) Rules, as per a gazette notification issued
on Wednesday.

This amendment has been issued to allow peo-
ple who have used Aadhaar KYC to open bank
account and want to give an address different from
the address in Aadhaar as current address on a self-
declaration basis. “The amended PMLR applies only
to Aadhaar KYC purposes for opening of bank
account and not for the change of Address in
Aadhaar card. 
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In a relief to taxpayers, the
Government on Thursday extend-

ed the due dates for filing GST annu-
al returns for 2017-18 to December
31 and for the financial year 2018-
19, to March 31 next year.

The dates for filing the recon-
ciliation statement has also been
extended accordingly.

In another relief, it has also
decided to simplify the two GST
forms by making various fields of
these forms as optional, the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) said in a statement.

“The Government has decided
today (Thursday) to extend the due
dates of filing of Form 
GSTR-9 (Annual Return) and Form
GSTR-9C (Reconciliation Statement)
for 2017-18 to December 31, 2019
and for 2018-19 to March 2020,” 
it said.

The earlier deadline for filing of
GSTR-9 and GSTR-9C for 2017-18
was November 30, 2019, while that

for 2018-19 was December 31, 2019.
Notifications regarding the

extension of the dates 
have been issued. 

The CBIC in the revenue depart-
ment has also notified the amend-
ments regarding the simplification of
the annual return and reconciliation
statement forms.

A reconciliation statement allow
taxpayers to not provide split of input
tax credit availed on inputs, input ser-
vices and capital goods for 2017-18
and 2018-19. 

CBIC added it is expected that
with the simplifications in the two
forms and the extension of deadlines,
“all the GST taxpayers 
would be able to file their annual
returns along with reconciliation
statement in time”.

Various representations regard-
ing challenges faced by taxpayers in
filing of GSTR-9 and GSTR-9C were
received on which by the
Government has “acted in a very
responsive manner”, the CBIC state-
ment added.
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Hit hard by the unpaid
statutory dues, telecom

operator Vodafone Idea on
Thursday posted a colossal
�50,921 crore loss for the sec-
ond quarter ended September
30, and said it is in the process
of filing a review petition on the
adjusted gross revenue matter.

This is the highest ever
quarterly loss posted 
by any Indian company in
recent memory. 

Vodafone Idea said its abil-
ity to continue as going con-

cern is dependent on obtaining
relief from the government
and positive outcome of the
proposed legal remedy.

The SC order on Adjusted
Gross Revenue (AGR) matter
“has significant financial impli-
cations for the industry”, VIL
said in a statement. Its total loss
stood at �50,921 crore in
September quarter, against
�4,874 crore loss in the year-
ago period. 

Its revenue rose 42 per
cent to �11,146.4 crore during
the second quarter this year.

The company has estimat-

ed liability of �44,150 crore post
the apex court order, and made
provision of �25,680 crore in
the second quarter this fiscal.

Airtel, Vodafone Idea and
other telecom operators have to
pay the Government a whop-
ping �1.4 lakh crore following
the recent Supreme Court
order that has sent shock waves
through the industry which is
already grappling with losses
and billions of dollars in debt. 

The Supreme Court, last
month, upheld Government’s
position on including revenue
from non-telecommunication

businesses in calculating the
annual AGR of telecom com-
panies, a share of which is paid
as licence and spectrum fee to
the exchequer.

As per latest estimates by
the telecom department, Bharti
Airtel faces a liability of around
�62,187 crore (including share
of Tata Group of companies
and Telenor India), while
Vodafone Idea may have to pay
about �54,184 crore. 

The remaining liability is
with state-owned BSNL/MTNL
and some of the shut/bankrupt
telecom companies. 
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Telecom operator Bharti
Airtel on Thursday posted

a staggering �23,045 crore net
loss for the second quarter
ended September 30, due to
provisioning of �28,450 crore
in the aftermath of the Supreme
Court ruling on statutory dues.

The Sunil Mittal-led com-
pany said the apex court judge-
ment — which had upheld gov-
ernment’s way of calculating
revenue of telcos (on which
statutory liabilities like licence

fee and spec-
trum usage
charges are
computed) —
has “signifi-
cant financial
implication
for the com-
pany”. Last

month, Bharti Airtel had post-
poned the release of its full Q2
earnings to November citing
the uncertainty in the sector in
the wake of the court ruling on
definition of telecom revenues.

Airtel’s colossal net loss
for just-ended September quar-
ter was on account of excep-
tional charge pertaining to
provisioning of �28,450 crore
towards the AGR dues, that
included principle of �6,164
crore, interest of �12,219 
crore, penalty of �3,760 crore,
and interest on penalty of
�6,307 crore.

Announcing its Q2 earn-
ings scorecard, Airtel said its
consolidated net loss before
exceptional items (the one time
charge) for the quarter was
�1,123 crore, and that the net
Loss (after exceptional items)
was �23,045 crore.
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New Delhi: Amid ongoing
feud between the airline’s pro-
moters, IndiGo CEO Ronojoy
Dutta on Thursday said there
is “zero impact” on the carrier
right now as they are on the
same page over the airline’s
strategic direction.

Differences between co-
founders and co-promoters —
Rakesh Gangwal and Rahul
Bhatia — came to fore in July
after Gangwal sought market
regulator Sebi’s intervention to
address alleged corporate gov-
ernance lapses at the company.

They are promoters of
InterGlobe Aviation which oper-
ates IndiGo, country’s largest air-
line in terms of domestic mar-
ket share. About feud, Dutta said
as far as the airline is concerned,
it was only directly involved in
Related Party Transactions.PTI
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New Delhi: The Income Tax
Department has detected
alleged irregularities to the
tune of �735 crore after it con-
ducted searches on civil con-
tractors who work for the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC), the CBDT
said on Thursday.

The search and survey
operation was started at 44
locations in Mumbai and Surat
on November 6, on entry
providers and beneficiaries
who have been engaged in
execution of civil contracts
mainly in BMC, it said.

The Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT) is the pol-
icy-making body for the tax
department. “There were
reports that certain contractors
had taken entries in the form
of loans among others from
entry providers and 
also inflated expenses in the
books of accounts to suppress
income. PTI
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The Government has so far
mopped up �6 lakh crore or

less than 50 per cent of the total
tax collection target of �13.35
lakh crore for the current fiscal,
a senior official said. 

Efforts are being made to
achieve the target set in the
Budget, Central Board of
Direct Taxes Chairman P C
Mody said after inauguration of
the Taxpayers Lounge at
Pragati Maidan here.

“During the beginning of
the year, we were given the tax
collection (target) of �13.35

lakh crore. Of this, we have
already collected �6 lakh crore
so far,” he said.

Refunds due to the tax
payers are done swiftly, he
said, adding the refunds have
gone up 20 per cent compared
to the last fiscal.

“Efforts are made towards
tax collection and I have full
confidence that we will reach
the target set in the Budget,”
Mody said. He also said the tax
payer services is one of the
focus area of CBDT. Keeping
this in mind, a member has
been appointed for tax payer
services.
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Wholesale inflation
slipped to about
three-and-a-half-year

low of 0.16 per cent in October
on account of a decline in
prices of manufactured goods
though food products
remained dearer, government
data showed on Thursday.

The previous low was in
June 2016 when the Wholesale
Price Index (WPI)-based infla-
tion was a negative 0.1 per cent.

In September this year, the
WPI-based inflation was at
0.33 per cent, while it stood at
5.54 per cent in October 2018.

The rate of price rise for
food articles was 9.80 per cent
during the month, while for
non-food articles it stood at
2.35 per cent, showed the lat-
est data released by the com-
merce and industry ministry.

The wholesale inflation in
potato remained in the negative
zone at 19.60 per cent (from
22.50 per cent in September).

However, for vegetables,
the inflation jumped to 38.91
per cent in October from 19.43
per cent a month ago, while
that for pulses, it remained ele-
vated at 16.57 per cent as com-

pared with 17.94 per cent.
For fruits, it eased to 2.72

per cent during the month as
against 6.67 per cent in
September. While wholesale
inflation in manufactured
products was (-)0.84 per cent
in October 2019.

“The sequential dip in the
WPI inflation in October 2019
was led by core items, fuel and
power, minerals, and crude
petroleum and natural gas,
whereas inflation for primary
food and non-food articles,
and manufactured food prod-
ucts recorded an uptick,” said
Aditi Nayar, economist at
ICRA.

Among other articles in the
WPI basket, the inflation for the
fuel and light category declined
further to 8.27 per cent

Rahul Gupta, currency
research head, Emkay Global
Financial Services, said, “The
data in wholesale prices signals
that there is still lack of demand
in segments such as manufac-
turing, metals, and chemical
products. While only a surge in
vegetable prices led to a rise in
WPI from the market forecast.
The continued weakness in
WPI along with slowing
growth will induce the RBI

(Reserve Bank of India) to cut
repo rate again in December.”

The retail inflation for the
month hit a 16-month high of
4.62 per cent due to soaring
prices of food articles, includ-
ing fruit and vegetables,
according to data released by

the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
on Wednesday.

The RBI takes into account
the retail inflation data to
decide on its bi-monthly mon-
etary policy announcement,
which is due early next month. 
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Market barometers Sensex
and Nifty on Thursday

ended higher after swinging
between gains and losses dur-
ing the day as participants
hoped for further easing of repo
rate to boost consumer senti-
ment amid macro-economic
challenges. At the closing bell,
the 30-share BSE Sensex settled
170.42 points, or 0.42 per cent,
higher at 40,286.48. The index
swung between a high of
40,348.61 and low of 40,026.99
during the session.

While, the NSE gauge Nifty
ended with a gain of 31.65
points, or 0.27 per cent, at
11,872.10. The market under-
went bouts of volatility during
the day as investors fretted over
a host of negative factors like
higher retail inflation print,
weak IIP data and worries
over US-China trade deal.

On the Sensex chart, ICICI
Bank, Infosys, Bajaj Finance,
Maruti and HDFC Bank were
among the top gainers — rising
up to 2.67 per cent. On the
other hand, IndusInd Bank,
Vedanta, Tata Motors, ONGC
and HUL fell up to 2.90 per cent.

Sectorally, BSE IT, con-
sumer durables, finance, bankex,
teck and auto indices rose up to

1.07 per cent. While BSE tele-
com, metal, capital goods,
power, FMCG and energy
indices fell up to 2.76 per cent.

Broader BSE midcap and
smallcap indices ended on a flat
note. After weak set of govern-
ment data indicated deepening
of economic slowdown, Moody’s
Investors Service lowering India’s
GDP growth forecast further hit
investor sentiment.
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Mumbai (PTI): Surplus rain-
fall in August and September
is likely to keep food and veg-
etable prices elevated going
forward, and retail inflation
may average at around 4 per
cent in FY20, an SBI research
report said. 

In October, inflation
based on the Consumer Price
Index (CPI) spiked to a 16-
month high of 4.62 per cent
on costlier food items. In
2019 five states — Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Gujarat, and
Karnataka — bore the brunt of
excess rainfall and were affect-
ed by severe floods. The sur-
plus rainfall during August
and September seriously dam-
aged many Kharif crops.

“Going forward, thus,
food and vegetable prices
could remain elevated and

inflation prints in November
still may be on a higher side
due to the low base in 2018.
We expect FY20 CPI to now
average closer at 4 per cent,”
SBI research report Ecowrap
said. The report said even as
food CPI will remain elevated,
core CPI will go below 3 per
cent in this fiscal. 

According to the report,
RBI may cut repo rate in the
upcoming December mone-
tary policy meeting and may
pause thereafter on concerns
over inflation. 

“We expect a December
rate cut, but beyond
December it will be a close
decision (as inflation prints
beyond October will remain
elevated). Thus, it will be bet-
ter if the rate cut is front
loaded in December,” the
report added. 
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Script Open High Low LTP
NH 307.95 309.35 285.00 304.85
CIPLA 445.00 458.00 444.00 451.50
YESBANK 68.75 70.80 67.15 68.75
IBULHSGFIN 222.90 224.95 208.40 211.20
CHOLAFIN 298.15 310.70 293.85 309.15
ULTRACEMCO 4120.00 4120.00 3992.75 3996.80
ICICIBANK 490.30 499.90 483.55 498.75
RELIANCE 1475.00 1481.00 1456.05 1463.40
HDFCAMC 3694.80 3770.00 3538.25 3601.65
INFY 695.00 709.75 695.00 705.35
BANDHANBNK 567.90 576.85 552.10 557.15
SBIN 306.80 309.35 299.85 306.10
LICHSGFIN 422.50 423.25 412.50 420.20
POWERGRID 190.00 190.00 187.10 188.25
MARUTI 7163.80 7272.70 7163.80 7247.10
RBLBANK 336.00 336.00 314.35 317.90
AUROPHARMA 414.00 414.00 389.70 395.55
BHARTIARTL 358.00 368.00 350.50 362.65
TATAMOTORS 170.90 170.90 165.50 167.00
IDEA 3.33 3.44 2.90 2.95
VEDL 152.80 152.80 142.80 143.95
TCS 2181.00 2199.55 2145.35 2195.60
TATASTEEL 396.00 398.60 389.40 391.95
JINDALSTEL 142.05 144.35 138.60 139.75
RNAM 365.20 378.10 353.00 357.95
APOLLOHOSP 1414.90 1440.85 1387.60 1417.95
ZEEL 291.00 295.35 281.00 281.95
BAJFINANCE 4125.00 4222.25 4120.60 4211.95
INDUSINDBK 1404.80 1404.80 1354.00 1374.40
JUSTDIAL 515.00 522.40 500.85 513.60
HDFCBANK 1259.50 1277.40 1257.00 1273.70
ADANIENT 197.50 203.25 194.00 201.95
SIEMENS 1610.05 1650.95 1608.05 1611.90
MUTHOOTFIN 664.90 716.60 664.90 711.65
BANKBARODA 93.40 94.00 90.60 93.30
AUBANK 813.45 847.10 778.30 832.20
LT 1395.70 1405.60 1377.00 1381.05
DLF 202.90 209.80 202.55 208.85
BATAINDIA 1683.85 1775.65 1683.85 1710.10
SUVEN 297.15 332.50 296.00 320.60
HDFC 2210.20 2232.00 2191.00 2225.10
ASIANPAINT 1771.00 1799.20 1767.05 1770.00
IOC 134.00 140.10 131.40 136.95
AXISBANK 710.00 721.50 707.50 715.85
ASHOKLEY 80.50 80.50 77.40 79.05
PFIZER 4022.85 4037.00 3995.50 3998.70
GRASIM 724.25 755.90 713.05 734.30
MGL 1005.00 1041.10 1005.00 1029.85
ADANIPOWER 61.85 63.25 59.85 61.80
SUNTV 470.15 495.90 470.15 491.00
MARICO 366.50 366.50 354.40 357.00
BPCL 507.00 520.00 504.00 514.50
KOTAKBANK 1606.00 1610.25 1584.85 1597.50
SPICEJET 109.30 110.80 105.80 106.95
HINDUNILVR 2094.00 2094.00 2061.40 2069.65
HDFCLIFE 592.00 595.10 581.75 586.15
GODFRYPHLP 1295.00 1329.00 1128.80 1262.25
AAVAS 1532.15 1606.40 1513.65 1606.40
TITAN 1167.90 1176.00 1162.95 1168.65
ITC 255.00 255.95 253.25 253.95
BHEL 55.25 55.35 53.35 53.80
NAUKRI 2600.00 2677.00 2585.00 2609.95
BERGEPAINT 485.00 490.00 479.30 482.25
INDIGO 1478.00 1524.95 1465.25 1520.30
JUBLFOOD 1576.35 1632.45 1576.35 1616.00
SUNPHARMA 415.90 417.30 407.60 410.00
TATACHEM 631.70 636.25 624.65 631.10
BAJAJFINSV 8950.00 9099.00 8902.00 9063.60
NCC 56.10 56.75 54.20 54.70
MOTHERSUMI 133.50 137.70 133.05 135.80
PIDILITIND 1318.00 1349.90 1309.00 1337.80
INFRATEL 209.00 211.55 198.90 208.70
SAIL 37.80 38.20 36.85 37.30
GRAPHITE 304.00 310.40 298.80 304.45
ONGC 138.95 139.25 135.60 136.25
PNB 60.15 60.90 58.85 60.30
CADILAHC 219.00 235.35 219.00 234.20
HEG 1065.75 1078.00 1017.80 1064.20
TATAGLOBAL 288.00 296.80 285.20 295.55
DISHTV 13.70 14.12 12.80 13.41
GAIL 124.90 124.95 119.60 123.00
AVANTI 510.00 541.00 508.00 530.40
RAYMOND 795.00 795.00 731.00 742.60
PEL 1810.00 1810.00 1750.00 1758.75
SRF 3144.00 3190.10 3138.20 3159.05
CANBK 199.35 201.40 193.80 200.15
SBILIFE 1000.00 1012.00 985.00 1000.45
PCJEWELLER 34.70 34.85 33.45 33.75
HINDPETRO 291.00 292.05 284.40 287.10
RVNL 27.95 27.95 23.90 24.00
GODREJCP 726.00 726.00 712.15 714.90
NTPC 118.25 119.10 117.60 118.55
EICHERMOT 21748.00 21748.00 21347.40 21589.20
NBCC 39.15 39.15 37.00 37.30
APOLLOTYRE 164.50 165.10 161.95 162.60
FEDERALBNK 82.50 85.15 82.15 84.60
BANKINDIA 65.75 66.70 63.90 66.20
L&TFH 96.00 96.40 93.40 95.80
UNIONBANK 53.00 54.00 50.90 51.95
AMARAJABAT 751.00 751.00 729.20 751.00
JSWSTEEL 248.55 249.75 244.35 245.85
MFSL 471.30 487.80 467.00 479.25
BIOCON 253.00 258.25 250.00 254.00
GMRINFRA 21.00 21.40 20.75 21.05
RAJESHEXPO 685.70 685.70 670.50 683.95
HUDCO 43.30 45.70 42.30 42.85
DMART 1952.55 1966.75 1912.50 1919.95
LUPIN 730.35 739.75 721.10 738.25

PFC 110.50 112.75 108.20 112.05
VOLTAS 702.05 715.90 700.40 713.40
NOCIL 104.50 106.15 102.20 104.85
ESCORTS 651.00 656.25 642.80 651.55
M&M 575.00 580.00 567.75 579.30
RITES 300.00 303.55 290.55 291.75
BRITANNIA 3270.30 3272.65 3200.00 3233.65
HINDALCO 193.95 193.95 187.85 188.50
TECHM 756.65 763.40 748.40 761.60
RAIN 98.50 108.30 98.50 105.50
TATAPOWER 55.50 55.90 54.40 54.65
UJJIVAN 265.00 276.40 263.80 274.75
EDELWEISS 124.40 128.20 116.00 128.20
LALPATHLAB 1509.05 1600.00 1506.40 1591.55
UPL 539.00 544.00 531.50 536.00
WOCKPHARMA 283.60 287.00 263.00 273.30
ACC 1495.00 1508.00 1474.00 1485.00
IDFCFIRSTB 41.50 41.95 40.85 41.70
GLENMARK 275.00 284.80 267.30 282.30
DIVISLAB 1674.00 1693.95 1645.00 1656.50
HEROMOTOCO 2592.20 2608.45 2577.35 2590.70
BEL 109.80 110.85 108.85 109.25
STRTECH 130.65 130.65 122.80 123.95
BHARATFORG 428.25 439.85 420.95 436.25
SPARC 153.00 154.25 146.70 147.90
ABCAPITAL 82.70 83.75 79.15 80.30
NMDC 101.00 102.80 97.95 98.50
COALINDIA 208.95 208.95 201.80 202.25
ICICIPRULI 532.00 532.00 519.45 525.10
MANAPPURAM 163.00 164.05 160.00 162.95
ADANIPORTS 370.65 373.80 366.00 368.70
NATIONALUM 42.40 42.70 41.00 42.20
BOMDYEING 82.50 84.15 80.25 80.70
TATAMTRDVR 79.95 79.95 75.70 76.70
FINEORG 1911.30 2186.00 1895.00 1935.00
IDBI 32.20 32.95 31.40 31.80
DELTACORP 192.00 195.95 187.60 189.75
HCLTECH 1140.60 1157.50 1135.05 1146.00
WHIRLPOOL 2185.90 2325.80 2155.00 2287.90
VBL 725.00 743.05 692.00 725.40
TATAELXSI 793.05 797.00 784.00 794.50
ADANIGREEN 98.00 98.50 93.60 94.95
MCX 1175.00 1179.15 1140.60 1153.85
IBVENTURES 149.00 153.80 140.50 145.90
BAJAJ-AUTO 3212.80 3244.95 3195.90 3230.70
WIPRO 254.00 254.70 251.45 252.75

DHFL 26.90 26.90 24.40 24.40
SRTRANSFIN 1123.10 1140.55 1113.15 1137.70
VENKYS 1685.40 1750.00 1659.95 1702.45
HAVELLS 676.00 683.50 667.95 671.50
UBL 1275.00 1275.00 1230.35 1242.65
ABBOTINDIA 11811.70 12300.00 11811.70 12000.00
TVSMOTOR 462.80 463.00 445.50 448.50
MRF 63296.10 63933.00 62746.00 63658.85
BALKRISIND 826.40 837.00 816.65 822.85
COLPAL 1555.00 1558.50 1539.25 1543.00
NESTLEIND 14261.85 14280.55 14101.30 14201.00
LAKSHVILAS 18.90 19.00 17.80 18.15
AMBUJACEM 196.20 200.85 193.10 200.60
OMAXE 191.80 191.80 183.90 184.30
PERSISTENT 628.10 673.85 621.40 665.50
QUESS 548.70 583.40 529.00 568.10
FORTIS 156.55 159.70 155.10 156.10
ICICIGI 1368.00 1379.95 1358.35 1374.50
NIITTECH 1480.00 1509.65 1466.45 1505.00
KEI 540.00 541.40 535.00 536.35
JAICORPLTD 100.35 100.50 97.40 97.85
SUNTECK 418.00 418.00 402.30 406.35
IPCALAB 1093.90 1146.25 1091.60 1136.80
CENTURYPLY 168.85 181.40 165.45 177.70
EQUITAS 83.05 86.30 82.60 84.60
THERMAX 1070.50 1085.00 1066.05 1071.70
COFFEEDAY 41.15 44.65 41.15 43.70
EIDPARRY 198.00 198.00 184.50 187.05
GICRE 278.00 285.30 265.55 267.85
IGL 421.00 426.00 418.35 424.50
RECLTD 138.05 138.20 133.65 134.90
PETRONET 279.00 282.80 274.85 276.45
VSTIND 4381.00 4602.00 4381.00 4565.00
BEML 957.80 957.80 945.05 948.60
JKTYRE 67.90 74.40 67.15 71.80
IRCON 442.00 442.00 406.25 408.00
LTTS 1440.00 1450.00 1395.60 1413.95
CONCOR 577.00 582.90 573.00 574.00
DRREDDY 2785.00 2785.00 2726.00 2731.70
GRANULES 119.40 125.10 118.00 124.10
PAGEIND 23750.00 24099.25 23450.90 23588.25
EXIDEIND 191.00 191.45 187.65 191.00
DABUR 463.75 468.30 455.90 461.80
ASTRAZEN 2554.45 2660.00 2530.90 2656.70
AEGISLOG 166.00 184.20 165.80 180.00

IBREALEST 76.75 77.40 73.90 73.90
FRETAIL 350.00 351.80 341.55 345.45
JSLHISAR 71.00 71.55 67.05 67.50
PNCINFRA 179.95 188.15 169.60 183.45
NESCO 619.60 629.00 609.05 616.85
INOXLEISUR 360.00 364.90 356.00 360.70
PNBHOUSING 557.10 558.80 535.35 541.00
POLYCAB 892.05 901.15 876.10 899.15
SCI 60.00 60.40 57.10 58.40
PVR 1748.70 1752.75 1720.00 1748.00
BAJAJCON 242.80 248.20 239.65 241.55
BLISSGVS 135.60 139.80 135.40 137.70
ENGINERSIN 104.70 105.45 101.60 104.15
JUBILANT 523.00 523.00 500.00 502.40
MOTILALOFS 665.00 713.60 665.00 700.20
GODREJPROP 938.00 940.80 912.20 918.40
LEMONTREE 58.45 61.45 51.00 59.95
RCF 50.20 50.20 48.40 49.00
ITDC 373.15 376.10 363.20 365.00
INDHOTEL 156.00 157.70 151.20 155.20
GALAXYSURF 1550.00 1551.00 1505.40 1539.00
DBL 409.05 412.25 395.00 398.45
DEEPAKNI 363.70 364.00 352.00 356.50
VMART 1691.20 1739.00 1666.45 1713.15
M&MFIN 321.10 328.95 321.10 326.40
INDIANB 118.25 118.40 112.75 114.40
CASTROLIND 145.85 146.40 143.45 145.80
BBTC 1225.90 1227.85 1185.10 1192.95
ASHOKA 99.00 103.05 94.55 95.10
ADANITRANS 275.00 276.15 269.00 271.25
PIIND 1416.90 1442.65 1409.50 1435.00
ADANIGAS 149.15 149.15 147.00 147.40
LUXIND 1334.95 1416.55 1321.70 1337.35
BALMLAWRIE 197.00 197.40 189.00 190.50
ZYDUSWELL 1475.00 1524.00 1411.50 1426.95
CHOLAHLDNG 461.75 479.90 457.10 470.00
GNFC 197.00 197.05 192.35 192.60
SWANENERGY 102.00 103.40 101.50 102.00
HEXAWARE 331.00 334.55 327.80 333.65
COCHINSHIP 410.00 416.00 404.75 407.00
CANFINHOME 384.70 384.70 376.35 377.65
CUMMINSIND 566.00 567.75 553.05 560.50
BALRAMCHIN 144.90 147.60 144.10 146.70
HSCL 66.00 66.00 60.55 64.15
BOSCHLTD 15223.00 15283.00 15052.75 15126.50
STAR 388.00 393.20 382.80 385.50
SUZLON 2.70 2.73 2.50 2.58
HFCL 17.50 18.00 17.15 17.70
OIL 166.00 166.00 157.60 159.00
CYIENT 400.10 408.00 385.30 401.90
MINDAIND 330.00 343.10 327.65 337.35
TORNTPOWER 296.70 296.95 291.70 293.60
NILKAMAL 1299.90 1356.80 1278.70 1314.10
KANSAINER 540.00 545.00 535.00 539.80
PHILIPCARB 125.35 125.35 117.00 123.05
ATUL 4074.00 4096.10 3966.10 3976.40
KEC 280.90 282.15 274.35 278.00
FORCEMOT 1061.00 1075.00 1045.10 1046.35
GLAXO 1601.50 1612.90 1589.60 1597.80
FSL 41.65 42.60 40.65 40.80
ALKEM 2070.00 2077.90 2011.45 2016.20
VINATIORGA 1953.00 1992.00 1940.00 1945.05
LTI 1657.75 1659.10 1610.70 1638.05
MAHSEAMLES 377.00 398.00 365.00 382.00
INDIACEM 82.00 83.35 81.05 82.40
DALBHARAT 822.15 840.45 819.00 828.70
HINDZINC 210.80 210.80 206.30 210.00
SHREECEM 19889.60 19949.15 19575.35 19760.95
LAXMIMACH 3500.00 3500.00 3207.55 3221.80
KTKBANK 77.25 79.25 75.45 75.90
JISLJALEQS 13.80 14.00 13.30 13.30
GILLETTE 7206.50 7213.50 7155.00 7174.00
RELAXO 547.00 557.10 539.35 549.20
NAVINFLUOR 898.00 905.45 882.65 905.00
HINDCOPPER 39.85 39.85 38.20 38.70
PTC 56.70 56.70 55.25 55.45
ITI 86.55 87.60 85.45 85.90
OFSS 3100.00 3100.00 3025.10 3047.45
OBEROIRLTY 519.15 520.30 513.90 514.95
MINDTREE 680.00 693.45 675.80 691.20
RADICO 320.90 323.80 312.65 315.00
TORNTPHARM 1772.00 1786.20 1757.25 1766.00
NATCOPHARM 561.05 563.65 542.00 559.40
PGHL 4340.00 4396.00 4228.95 4270.00
SUDARSCHEM 399.00 400.20 386.40 388.60
CHAMBLFERT 165.40 166.40 160.10 160.10
IRB 73.15 74.00 70.80 71.65
KAJARIACER 518.30 533.00 508.50 533.00
GREAVESCOT 137.50 139.75 136.65 139.55
SOUTHBANK 10.84 10.84 10.54 10.65
MOIL 147.10 148.55 144.35 147.35
CARERATING 520.00 525.00 505.00 508.30
KNRCON 230.40 251.50 223.20 245.65
BIRLACORPN 662.80 669.80 655.05 657.00
MEGH 57.30 57.30 54.95 55.20
PRESTIGE 299.00 301.20 296.10 300.95
CREDITACC 744.00 750.00 710.90 738.00
RAMCOCEM 790.00 794.40 771.05 784.45
ABB 1497.00 1497.00 1464.00 1468.30
INTELLECT 150.60 151.75 145.10 145.50
MHRIL 219.00 224.50 216.10 220.00
INFIBEAM 45.05 45.70 44.50 44.90
ASTRAL 1109.00 1109.00 1066.75 1080.00
PGHH 10921.00 11144.10 10836.00 10933.30
ABFRL 211.05 211.05 204.70 210.00
AKZOINDIA 1938.60 1941.25 1899.95 1927.80
MAXINDIA 73.65 73.65 71.50 71.55
ITDCEM 53.00 56.20 51.50 54.20
BLUESTARCO 820.80 820.90 792.15 795.20

CEATLTD 972.00 973.50 956.30 959.40
BAJAJHLDNG 3732.65 3750.00 3700.00 3700.00
IBULISL 88.00 88.00 81.55 81.55
CHENNPETRO 145.00 145.00 140.00 140.70
JPASSOCIAT 2.11 2.13 2.06 2.07
JAMNAAUTO 44.00 44.35 42.90 43.75
SANOFI 6585.65 6633.35 6479.55 6604.00
JMFINANCIL 88.70 90.75 87.50 90.30
GUJGAS 199.35 200.05 196.00 196.70
CGPOWER 17.35 17.35 15.90 16.20
TV18BRDCST 22.50 22.95 22.25 22.60
WELSPUNIND 53.80 54.35 52.50 53.75
IDFC 34.65 34.65 34.15 34.50
GODREJIND 432.05 443.75 432.00 440.00
WELCORP 139.45 139.50 137.50 138.05
TRENT 502.00 512.00 496.05 500.25
JSWENERGY 71.90 73.15 69.50 70.20
ADVENZYMES 179.80 179.80 164.05 166.70
THOMASCOOK 137.30 139.00 134.90 136.70
SHANKARA 340.85 345.00 324.90 326.75
ISEC 318.45 325.50 310.00 315.40
CCL 197.10 210.15 197.10 204.40
CUB 209.00 209.00 203.25 207.05
GDL 85.70 86.60 82.35 83.15
JBCHEPHARM 390.40 399.00 390.05 396.90
IFCI 7.99 7.99 7.30 7.43
ORIENTBANK 50.80 51.60 50.05 50.95
3MINDIA 22215.00 22498.50 22181.00 22181.00
DEEPAKFERT 98.60 99.35 93.35 94.55
SOBHA 402.00 404.45 393.75 395.75
APLLTD 563.05 574.50 557.00 571.50
BDL 354.65 355.65 337.00 339.20
ASTERDM 149.20 155.10 145.80 154.00
VIPIND 441.35 442.05 433.00 433.60
DCBBANK 183.00 183.60 180.30 182.35
EMAMILTD 324.60 325.70 316.15 320.00
BAJAJELEC 325.10 340.00 319.00 322.05
GHCL 207.50 208.00 205.85 207.00
AJANTPHARM 987.00 987.00 971.80 975.35
HONAUT 27670.00 27700.00 27156.00 27156.00
GSFC 74.50 74.50 72.20 72.20
HAL 805.00 820.65 785.00 811.05
GODREJAGRO 479.30 479.70 474.00 474.35
GSPL 217.80 220.40 216.05 217.25
ALLCARGO 97.50 97.50 94.30 94.55
NBVENTURES 66.50 66.50 63.50 63.50
MMTC 18.15 18.60 17.50 17.65
ESSELPRO 139.65 141.00 129.00 138.25
NHPC 23.75 23.80 23.40 23.60
UFLEX 199.90 207.15 199.15 200.80
SJVN 24.85 24.85 24.50 24.55
KRBL 202.20 205.00 200.00 201.75
PARAGMILK 131.85 132.15 128.00 129.55
METROPOLIS 1397.55 1413.60 1386.00 1393.35
LINDEINDIA 597.45 613.00 590.00 595.05
KALPATPOWR 452.60 453.60 444.00 448.05
GSKCONS 8865.55 8899.45 8845.00 8860.00
FCONSUMER 24.05 24.40 23.10 23.55
IEX 142.50 144.10 141.00 141.70
CENTRUM 19.70 21.65 19.00 21.00
WABAG 179.50 179.50 169.00 169.80
GPPL 83.00 85.65 81.75 85.00
DCAL 121.75 124.65 120.00 123.70
CROMPTON 257.70 263.05 257.00 262.75
AIAENG 1675.50 1675.50 1640.00 1641.00
MPHASIS 892.85 899.15 884.40 888.40
RELINFRA 40.40 40.40 40.40 40.40
JINDALSAW 81.35 83.00 81.20 81.60
CRISIL 1405.25 1425.05 1376.85 1410.00
TATAINVEST 824.85 833.70 822.00 826.00
JSL 37.15 37.30 36.20 36.50
MINDACORP 92.45 93.30 91.00 92.10
HEIDELBERG 188.75 189.65 187.00 187.60
TEAMLEASE 2447.30 2471.75 2400.10 2422.80
SYNDIBANK 26.60 26.60 25.60 25.60
THYROCARE 576.05 576.35 565.00 573.00
J&KBANK 30.90 31.00 30.55 30.65
SYMPHONY 1236.05 1236.05 1210.00 1214.00
GMDCLTD 62.70 62.70 58.75 59.05
DHANUKA 294.00 321.45 294.00 318.80
MAHSCOOTER 4782.00 4860.00 4760.00 4806.00
ORIENTELEC 190.65 194.50 188.60 190.15
TRIDENT 64.40 64.40 62.10 62.40
INDOSTAR 190.00 190.00 177.50 181.60
MAGMA 45.40 46.35 42.50 43.80
APLAPOLLO 1507.85 1526.40 1469.45 1484.70
NIACL 158.05 158.05 158.05 158.05
TAKE 108.00 108.05 105.40 105.40
BASF 1000.80 1001.00 961.65 966.75
PRSMJOHNSN 68.75 72.10 68.55 72.10
SYNGENE 327.00 329.25 318.25 318.75
SREINFRA 9.94 9.94 9.09 9.14
TNPL 186.00 186.40 184.10 184.55
IIFL 143.45 143.50 137.00 142.90
WESTLIFE 348.00 361.40 348.00 354.90
RCOM 0.61 0.61 0.61 0.61
BAYERCROP 3445.00 3445.00 3286.00 3314.00
GEPIL 693.00 693.00 665.00 679.00
CERA 2510.00 2510.00 2407.10 2455.00
TATACOFFEE 81.40 82.00 81.15 81.35
FINOLEXIND 584.70 585.35 574.75 575.15
DCMSHRIRAM 323.70 323.70 317.50 317.55
GULFOILLUB 830.00 844.00 825.00 833.00
EIHOTEL 149.00 152.20 148.05 150.00
SUPREMEIND 1135.00 1138.25 1120.00 1132.45
VGUARD 234.45 234.70 233.20 233.20
MAHINDCIE 150.00 150.00 140.00 143.40
ORIENTCEM 75.40 75.40 73.00 74.00
MRPL 48.10 48.60 47.50 48.10

STARCEMENT 92.00 99.50 91.45 97.10
IOB 10.80 10.80 9.80 9.80
TIMETECHNO 62.00 62.75 61.00 61.95
GESHIP* 302.65 304.80 297.95 301.95
CAPPL 377.85 383.60 371.00 378.85
SONATSOFTW 307.15 310.95 305.30 306.35
GICHSGFIN 158.95 158.95 152.30 152.60
FDC 175.15 184.50 175.15 182.60
RPOWER 4.19 4.19 4.19 4.19
IFBIND 716.10 750.15 716.10 731.15
VTL 895.50 912.55 893.05 912.55
ALBK 25.55 25.75 25.15 25.55
ANDHRABANK 17.35 17.40 17.00 17.15
HIMATSEIDE 137.20 137.20 131.00 132.05
JKLAKSHMI 300.00 305.10 299.25 300.85
ENDURANCE 1067.40 1077.25 1054.05 1054.05
TEJASNET 73.30 74.45 69.10 70.50
EVEREADY 52.20 54.40 49.45 51.45
JAGRAN 56.40 56.40 53.70 54.00
TTKPRESTIG 5973.80 6019.00 5955.00 5962.50
SUPRAJIT 173.00 173.00 166.40 166.40
TATAMETALI 578.40 578.40 568.55 570.20
SCHAEFFLER 4180.05 4343.00 4180.00 4260.00
COROMANDEL 478.00 478.00 473.25 476.15
NLCINDIA 54.40 55.25 54.00 54.20
TIMKEN 872.00 890.50 872.00 890.50
ZENSARTECH 186.15 190.40 186.00 187.95
FINCABLES 370.10 373.40 353.70 359.05
CENTRALBK 19.50 19.80 19.15 19.30
JCHAC 1900.00 1930.00 1890.00 1930.00
REDINGTON 115.30 116.40 113.80 115.05
JKCEMENT 1192.00 1192.00 1156.70 1159.00
WABCOINDIA 6130.00 6214.00 6130.00 6196.15
MAHLOG 388.00 400.15 388.00 400.15
RALLIS 170.65 171.70 169.60 170.30
SADBHAV 118.10 125.00 114.40 122.00
MAHABANK 11.24 11.33 11.01 11.22
UCOBANK 13.52 13.55 13.12 13.19
TIINDIA 442.00 448.00 439.50 444.45
SUNDRMFAST 456.45 461.25 455.60 457.75
INOXWIND 34.30 34.30 32.55 32.80
LAURUSLABS 361.70 362.00 353.00 355.20
BLUEDART 2248.85 2248.90 2169.90 2184.50
TVTODAY 298.75 300.55 294.95 294.95
SOMANYCERA 183.50 183.50 177.70 178.00
GET&D 179.65 180.65 176.50 177.60
RELCAPITAL 22.15 22.15 22.15 22.15
SCHNEIDER 69.40 69.40 67.25 67.70
GUJALKALI 410.00 418.00 410.00 415.40
ECLERX 449.00 450.95 443.00 445.20
SFL 1278.00 1314.00 1265.20 1270.35
VARROC 450.05 460.00 443.30 447.50
CORPBANK 16.20 16.20 15.65 15.65
FLFL 393.70 397.75 390.00 395.00
NETWORK18 22.90 22.90 22.50 22.60
HERITGFOOD 325.75 332.65 319.00 327.90
JYOTHYLAB 176.65 177.25 176.00 177.00
PHOENIXLTD 715.00 717.00 706.80 706.80
CARBORUNIV 306.00 311.40 304.10 311.35
JSWHL 2435.00 2440.00 2411.00 2440.00
LAOPALA 151.00 151.00 146.75 146.75
APARINDS 504.00 505.45 488.60 495.80
MASFIN 714.10 723.00 711.00 722.60
SKFINDIA 2107.00 2148.15 2107.00 2115.75
UNITEDBNK 8.90 8.90 8.37 8.61
REPCOHOME 292.95 297.45 288.00 288.00
SHOPERSTOP 362.90 366.00 359.60 364.40
RATNAMANI 956.00 960.00 954.45 957.80
TCNSBRANDS 697.90 697.90 683.85 683.85
MAHLIFE 394.75 397.00 393.45 393.45
SHK 123.05 123.45 119.70 119.70
TRITURBINE 100.10 100.55 98.20 98.20
GAYAPROJ 93.00 97.45 89.95 96.65
TVSSRICHAK 1750.00 1771.75 1725.05 1732.50
ERIS 413.00 416.00 410.15 410.50
GRINDWELL 604.85 604.85 588.00 594.80
DBCORP 143.50 143.55 141.55 143.55
KPRMILL 654.90 671.20 644.05 651.00
SIS 896.00 927.60 868.00 906.65
SOLARINDS 1084.95 1084.95 1008.40 1011.50
HATHWAY 19.80 20.35 19.80 20.10
SHRIRAMCIT 1335.00 1335.00 1328.20 1330.40
SHILPAMED 313.50 317.95 303.55 303.55
CHALET 375.00 375.65 341.00 344.85
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 11858.75 11895.65 11802.65 11870.45 30.00
ICICIBANK 489.75 499.85 483.75 498.05 12.30
INFY 696.35 709.80 696.35 705.05 13.70
BAJFINANCE 4158.00 4221.00 4120.40 4218.90 74.35
HDFCBANK 1263.80 1277.00 1257.20 1275.00 17.45
MARUTI 7160.00 7270.00 7160.00 7246.00 91.40
BAJAJFINSV 8979.95 9091.00 8900.00 9090.00 111.65
EICHERMOT 21500.00 21725.00 21355.00 21560.00 207.80
HCLTECH 1141.50 1157.40 1135.10 1149.00 10.40
CIPLA 445.20 458.20 442.65 451.95 4.05
TITAN 1164.00 1176.30 1162.00 1169.20 10.15
BAJAJ-AUTO 3205.00 3244.55 3191.10 3232.50 26.50
YESBANK 68.85 70.80 67.10 68.75 0.55
M&M 575.20 579.65 567.75 579.00 4.30
AXISBANK 711.00 721.80 707.25 716.25 5.05
HDFC 2207.90 2232.85 2190.20 2222.80 15.35
IOC 133.20 140.00 131.40 134.65 0.80
TCS 2187.50 2200.00 2146.70 2190.00 11.40
TECHM 756.00 763.50 748.30 760.90 3.85
BPCL 507.00 520.05 503.80 511.80 1.70
NTPC 118.50 119.15 117.55 118.50 0.20
WIPRO 254.00 254.75 251.40 253.45 0.35
ITC 254.10 255.90 253.25 253.85 0.00
ASIANPAINT 1778.00 1800.00 1766.45 1770.20 -0.25
NESTLEIND 14250.00 14300.95 14100.00 14224.75 -8.50
HEROMOTOCO2595.00 2608.15 2577.00 2587.00 -2.10
SBIN 306.95 309.50 299.70 306.25 -0.55
GRASIM 713.10 756.85 712.00 738.00 -1.55
KOTAKBANK 1606.00 1610.40 1584.05 1602.25 -3.55
SUNPHARMA 413.20 417.35 407.55 410.50 -1.50
POWERGRID 190.00 190.15 186.90 188.55 -0.70
LT 1397.00 1405.95 1376.95 1385.00 -8.00
ADANIPORTS 371.90 374.10 365.85 368.20 -2.60
GAIL 124.50 125.00 119.60 122.90 -0.95
BHARTIARTL 357.90 367.10 350.30 365.60 -3.00
RELIANCE 1476.00 1481.60 1455.80 1458.25 -14.05
HINDUNILVR 2090.60 2090.60 2061.45 2069.00 -22.00
JSWSTEEL 248.00 249.70 244.25 246.00 -2.75
UPL 541.55 544.20 531.10 535.15 -6.15
DRREDDY 2775.00 2777.35 2724.95 2730.55 -32.60
BRITANNIA 3274.90 3274.90 3200.00 3229.00 -40.75
TATASTEEL 396.10 398.70 389.40 392.50 -5.40
ONGC 138.20 139.25 135.65 136.00 -2.20
TATAMOTORS 170.20 170.30 165.50 167.00 -3.60
COALINDIA 208.50 208.50 201.75 202.55 -4.70
ULTRACEMCO 4130.00 4132.00 3993.10 4012.95 -102.65
HINDALCO 193.35 193.40 187.80 188.20 -4.95
VEDL 150.00 150.50 142.75 144.50 -3.90
ZEEL 292.35 295.70 281.00 282.65 -7.90
INDUSINDBK 1399.70 1399.70 1353.20 1373.00 -41.20
INFRATEL 205.00 211.25 198.75 209.60 -8.60
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 28324.65 28327.35 28077.95 28172.60 -126.00
NIACL 158.25 158.25 158.25 158.25 7.50
CADILAHC 222.50 235.40 220.00 233.50 8.75
DLF 202.85 209.85 202.50 209.35 7.15
INDIGO 1478.00 1525.00 1465.00 1521.00 43.45
AMBUJACEM 195.10 201.00 193.00 200.65 5.40
SBILIFE 999.00 1013.00 984.90 1004.00 15.85
MOTHERSUMI 133.90 137.80 133.20 135.90 1.45
LUPIN 732.90 739.80 720.90 738.00 7.65
PFC 110.55 112.75 108.10 111.70 1.15
PIDILITIND 1318.00 1349.90 1307.75 1334.95 10.95
SRTRANSFIN 1137.55 1141.65 1111.75 1139.70 8.15
HINDZINC 208.50 210.95 206.25 210.10 1.50
PAGEIND 23703.00 24040.00 23439.90 23851.00 144.65
ICICIGI 1371.00 1379.85 1357.00 1372.85 7.35
L&TFH 95.80 96.40 93.40 95.90 0.30
UBL 1248.00 1253.35 1230.00 1245.90 3.65
SHREECEM 19750.05 19977.20 19550.05 19800.00 55.60
BERGEPAINT 482.45 488.70 479.20 481.30 1.35
HDFCAMC 3698.00 3774.00 3537.05 3604.00 8.05
PNB 60.40 60.95 58.85 60.40 0.10
PGHH 10981.00 11249.90 10800.00 10999.00 18.15
BANKBARODA 93.50 94.00 90.65 93.05 -0.30
HAVELLS 675.90 683.55 668.15 671.80 -2.50
BAJAJHLDNG 3735.00 3750.00 3695.00 3703.70 -14.35
NHPC 23.70 23.85 23.40 23.55 -0.10
MCDOWELL-N 619.00 622.35 611.75 617.20 -2.95
DABUR 465.50 468.75 455.00 461.60 -2.30
CONCOR 577.00 582.95 572.15 574.00 -3.00
ICICIPRULI 531.00 532.05 519.05 526.40 -2.80
GICRE 278.00 284.70 266.00 269.00 -1.55
ACC 1490.00 1508.60 1473.55 1485.05 -8.95
ASHOKLEY 80.20 80.40 77.40 80.10 -0.50
HDFCLIFE 592.50 594.90 581.50 585.25 -3.90
PETRONET 279.25 282.85 274.90 276.35 -2.35
BIOCON 255.10 258.35 249.65 254.35 -2.35
DIVISLAB 1668.50 1694.70 1643.45 1656.55 -15.95
BOSCHLTD 15300.00 15320.00 15051.50 15150.00 -152.30
COLPAL 1555.00 1559.10 1539.95 1545.00 -15.80
HINDPETRO 291.25 292.05 284.30 287.75 -3.55
BANDHANBNK 565.30 576.70 552.05 556.50 -7.45
SIEMENS 1635.00 1650.15 1608.25 1610.10 -24.45
GODREJCP 725.75 725.75 712.95 714.00 -13.35
DMART 1964.90 1966.60 1910.00 1917.15 -42.80
OFSS 3123.00 3123.00 3020.00 3055.00 -75.10
MARICO 365.50 365.50 354.00 356.90 -9.55
NMDC 101.30 102.85 97.80 98.10 -2.70
PEL 1802.00 1808.95 1745.65 1759.00 -51.00
IBULHSGFIN 222.50 223.85 208.10 210.45 -7.80
AUROPHARMA 412.65 412.65 389.35 397.00 -36.85
IDEA 3.35 3.45 2.85 3.00 -0.70
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New Delhi (PTI): Mining baron Anil Agarwal-
led Vedanta Ltd on Thursday posted a 60.6 per
cent rise in consolidated profit to �2,158 crore
for the quarter ended September 30.  

The company had posted a consolidated
profit “attributable to owners of Vedanta Ltd”

of �1,343 crore in the year-ago period, Vedanta
said in a BSE filing.

However, the consolidated income in the
July-September period dropped to �22,814
crore from �23,279 crore in the year-ago peri-
od, the filing said.

Mumbai: The Indian rupee on
Thursday clocked its first gain
after five sessions, closing 13
paise higher at 71.96 against
the US dollar in line with
domestic equities.

A day after plunging below
the psychological 72-level in
over two months, the domes-
tic currency opened on a pos-
itive note. As forex market par-

ticipants weighed a range of
macroeconomic factors posing
challenges, the Indian cur-
rency turned volatile traded in
the range of 71.85 to 72.24 to
the US dollar.

It finally settled at 72.93 —
showing a gain of 15 paise over
its previous close.

Meanwhile, stronger US
currency against its key rivals

and surging crude oil prices
capped the rupee’s gains to
some extent. The dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six
currencies, rose by 0.01 per
cent to 98.38.

Global crude oil bench-
mark Brent Futures surged
1.17 per cent to trade at USD
63.10 per barrel. PTI
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New Delhi: Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari on Thursday
suggested the leather export
industry to develop clusters in
backward areas as they can get
land and manpower at afford-
able prices, with a view to
boost shipments.

The Road Transport and
Highways and MSME Minister
said the government can think
of giving incentives to such
clusters, which will have all the
facilities like labs and design
centres, for the leather industry.

“You plan a policy for next
50 years. Develop clusters in
backward areas because there,
you will get land and manpow-

er at cheap rates. We can give
power, and logistics cost will be
less there. We will try our level
best for low taxation because the
area is backward,” he said.

He was speaking at the CLE
National Export Excellence
Awards here. The Minister sug-
gested the industry to explore
options of buying land and
develop clusters around the 22
new green expressways.

Citing example of the
Delhi-Mumbai highway, he
said that this will pass though
economically backward and
tribal areas in Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
and Haryana. PTI
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With historic impeachment hearings
underway, Democrats and

Republicans are hardening their arguments
over the actions of President Donald
Trump as they set out to win over a deeply
polarised American public.

Democrats say Wednesday’s extraor-
dinary public session in the House revealed
a striking account of Trump abusing his
office by pressing the newly elected pres-
ident of Ukraine for political investigations
of rival Democrats, all while holding up
needed military aid. “Bribery,” they said,
and “extortion.” Republicans counter that
the hearing showed none of that.

They say the two seasoned diplomats
at the witness table had, at best, secondhand
accounts of Trump’s July 25 call that’s cen-
tral to the impeachment inquiry. There was
no pressure on the young Ukraine leader,
they argue, and eventually the aid flowed,
though only after Congress intervened.

Day One of the rare public hearings in
the House — part of only the fourth for-
mal impeachment effort in U.S. History —
set the contours for a once-in-a-generation
political struggle. Images and audio from
the hearing popped up on television, in
earbuds and on the partisan silos of social

media, providing the first close-up look at
the investigation.

“The president sought to advance his
political and personal interests at the
expense of U.S. National security,” said Rep.
Adam Schiff of California, the Democratic
chairman of the House Intelligence
Committee leading the probe.

“Is this now going to be the new nor-
mal?” Schiff asked. Hosting the president
of Turkey at the White House, Trump insist-
ed he was too busy to watch the hearings
being broadcast live across the country and
the world. He denied a fresh detail from one
of the witnesses about a phone call in which
he was overheard asking about “the inves-
tigations.” “First I’ve heard of it,” Trump told
reporters during a news conference.

A different conversation sparked the
impeachment investigation, Trump’s July
25 phone call with Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy, heard by several
government officials and detailed in a par-
tial transcript released to the public weeks
ago. The core moment came when Trump
asked the newly elected leader for “a favor.”

House Minority Leader Kevin
McCarthy, R-Calif., said Wednesday that
the Democrats’ first witness “wasn’t on the
phone call, never met with the president,
never talked to the chief of staff. And he’s
their star witness?” Trump wanted
Ukraine’s government to investigate
Democrats’ activities in the 2016 election
and his potential 2020 rival Joe Biden —
all while the administration was with-
holding military aid for the Eastern
European ally as it confronted an aggres-
sive neighbor, Russia.
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Gaza City: A cease-fire between Israel and
Gaza’s Palestine Islamic Jihad (PIJ) militant
group appeared to be holding Thursday
despite an earlier barrage of rocket fire that
briefly disrupted a truce to end two days of
intense fighting that killed at least 34
Palestinians, including three women and
eight children, and paralyzed parts of Israel.

Before the truce was announced, a pre-
dawn Israeli airstrike killed eight members of
the same family in Gaza. Among them were
five children, the youngest being 7 years old.

It was the deadliest single attack since a
bruising 2014 war between Israel and Hamas,
the larger militant group that rules Gaza. PIJ
claimed no link to the family and the Israeli
military offered no details on the strike. AP

The Hague: International Criminal Court
judges on Thursday approved a request
from prosecutors to open an investigation
into crimes committed against Myanmar’s
Rohingya Muslim minority.

The court said it has jurisdiction over
crimes partially committed in Bangladesh,
which is a member state of the court. 

Myanmar, which is not a member of
the global court, has been accused of com-
mitting widespread abuses in a campaign
against the Rohingya.

Myanmar’s military began a counterin-
surgency campaign in August 2017 in
response to an insurgent attack. More than
700,000 Rohingya fled to neighbouring
Bangladesh to escape what has been called
an ethnic cleansing campaign involving mass
rapes, killings and the torching of homes.

The court said in a statement that a
panel of judges who studied Prosecutor
Fatou Bensouda’s request to open an inves-
tigation concluded that there are grounds
to believe widespread acts of violence were
committed “that could qualify as the
crimes against humanity of deportation
across the Myanmar-Bangladesh border
and persecution on grounds of ethnicity
and/or religion against the Rohingya
population”. AP
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Hong Kong police warned protesters on
Thursday that they were moving “one

step closer to terrorism” by sinking the city
into chaos, as riot squads skirmished with
militant students at major universities.

Police spokesman Tse Chun-chung
denied his department had been asked to
enforce a possible curfew this weekend. A
Chinese state media outlet later removed its
tweet saying authorities were considering a
weekend curfew that cited unidentified
sources.

“We are aware of the relevant report cir-
culating online,” Tse said at a daily briefing,
referring to the report as “false.” 

He said the authority to order a curfew
lies with Hong Kong’s leader, Chief Executive
Carrie Lam, and “that’s why police are not
in a position to comment.” 

“The force is certainly capable and deter-
mined to control Hong Kong’s social unrest
at the moment. We welcome any new mea-
sures that can help us to achieve the goal of
restoring the public safety and order in Hong
Kong,” Tse added.

In unusually harsh language, he said stu-
dents were turning university campuses into
“weapons factories” and a “hotbed” of crime.
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Pretoria: Whites in South Africa earned
three times more than blacks on aver-
age, two decades after the demise of
apartheid, the statistics authority said on
Thursday.

In a report touching on the highly
sensitive issue of inequality, research
found that the wage gap between South
Africa’s groups increased between 2011
and 2015.

It said the average monthly earning
among blacks -- who account for 80 per
cent of the population -- was 6,899 rand
(USD 464/422 euros), while the figure
was 24,646 (USD 1,659/1,506 euros) for
whites.

Income earnings in South Africa
remained “heavily racialised”, the sta-
tistics authority said.

It added that women earned rough-
ly 30 per cent less on average than males.

Africa’s most industrialised nation
has struggled to bridge the gap between
racial and gender groups since the fall
of apartheid in 1994.

For decades, the apartheid system
legally divided South Africans into
groups of whites, blacks, Indians and
“coloureds”, a term designating people
of mixed race. AP
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�What do you like the most
about your character? And what
are the things that the audience
might not know about it?

Justin Hires: What I Iove the
most about Bozer is that he’s
funny and smart. So I resemble
him in my real life because I am
pretty much the same. The only
difference is that Bozer is more of
a book worm. He is sincerely
smart and I am smart in terms of
common sense. However, I grad-
uated from college with Honours.
Something that the audience may
not know about Bozer is that in
every episode he wears the same
two bracelets on his left wrist.

Lucas Till: My favourite part
is Mac’s ability to macgyver. He
always tries to improvise his way
out of difficult situations.  I love
him for this quality.

�How was your experience
shooting for the series? What
were some of your most interest-
ing scenes?

Justin: My experience with
the series has been exceptional. I
worked with an amazing cast and
crew in every episode. Also, while
working on it I realised that I have
grown as an actor. An episode of
season 3, where Bozer is trapped
inside a SUV with a bomb under-
neath it was very fascinating.

I went from telling jokes in
a scene to literally crying in the
next. It’s really been a terrific chal-
lenge for me artistically as it has
allowed me to hone my craft as an
actor.

Lucas: It was challenging at
some point as the sequences were
not easy. They demanded a lot of
preparation, not only physically
but mentally too. But it was also
rewarding as I have evolved so
much as an actor throughout. 

If we talk about the interest-
ing scenes of the show they are

never-ending. I’ve used a
flamethrower, I get to do come-
dy and drama, the opportunities
with this character and show are
endless.

�What kind of research did
you do for your role as the mas-
ter mask maker?

Justin: I watched the Mission
Impossible films. They gave me a
deeper insight about my role. I
learnt the nuances of my role
from it.

�What do you think are the rea-
sons behind the show’s popular-
ity? 

Justin: The show is about
family. And family is something
that everyone connects and
relates closely. So the show pro-
vides a universal connection for
everyone.

Lucas: There’s something for
everyone. The whole family can
watch the show — grandparents,
parents, and the kids. 

�How has your character devel-
oped throughout the seasons?

Justin: It has developed a lot.
I went from just being a cook at
a fast food restaurant to a secret
government agent. Even the
audience has been able to see

Bozer endure several obstacles
throughout the series and come
out on top as an unsuspecting
hero.

Lucas:  Mac started off beau-
tifully naive in certain things ini-
tially. But as the seasons unfold
you will see him discovering her-
self. Even with this latest season,
he figures out that the world is
just not black and white, it has
various shades of grey too. 

�Are you a fan of detective
shows? What makes a great
detective show according to
you? 

Justin: I love detective

shows. And the best sequences
are the ones where the detective
is tracking down a great villain.
That’s  why I love David
Dastmalchian’s character,
Murdoc, on the show so much.

Lucas: According to me, a
great detective show should
make you look things different-
ly. It should leave the scenes to
be interpreted by the audience in
the way they want to. Also it
should allow the viewer to think
like a detective.

�What are your current and
future projects?

Justin: I have just released

my hip hop music under the
name, J Hires. My first song Fire
Flame has got over five million
views and streams online so far.
I’ll be putting out my first full
mixtape soon entit led —
Chapter 1: I Do This Too.

Lucas: I recently completed
a film based on the life of Robert
Zellner called Son of the South
directed by academy award win-
ner Barry Brown and executive-
ly produced by Spike Lee.

�Where is Mac’s relationship
with his father headed in
Season 3?

Lucas: It is like an arc
which swings back and forth.
Sometimes it is good and some-
times it’s not. The relationship
heads slowly taking baby steps.

�Why does the Phoenix
Foundation need Mac back?

Lucas: They need him back
because Jack is in trouble. Jack
has been spotted with a former
dictator who’s been deposed
and trying to get his throne back.
It looks like he’s doing bad stuff
and I’ve got to figure out
whether he’s gone rogue and
bad, or he just needs my help. So
I had to rescue him from a sit-
uation which I thought he was
getting into. 

And Mac’s dad thought that
he’s gone rogue and he is doing
wrong things. But I was like, ‘no
that’s not the case.’

�Tell us more on Mac return-
ing to the Phoenix Foundation?

Lucas: He goes along with
his dad to save Jack, out of
respect for him. But it’s funny
because Mac and his dad still
don’t get along.

(MacGyver Season 3 pre-
mieres  every Friday at 10 pm on
AXN.)

Ahead of Children’s Day, veteran actor
Boman Irani used the occasion to draw

attention to the fact that every child in the coun-
try should have access to formal education,
although that is not the only way to educate an
individual. “In my opinion, basic education
should be accessible to every child in this coun-
try. Later, they should practice their choice on
higher education, and things should not be
imposed on them. I am not a big believer in for-
mal education because I am a self-taught actor
and photographer. I do not believe that one can
only educate himself between the age of five to
25. But I say that because formal education did
not work for me that well,” Boman said.

“Having said that I think when children go
to school, they get a sense of childhood (later
in their lives) because that is how society looks
at children who are cared for. What they learn
in school, and how much they are educated by
attending class, is a different discussion. But
access to education, the whole thing of wear-
ing uniform, walking together with classmates
and going to school, such things give them a
structure in life,” he said.

Boman plays a pivotal role in the new film
Jhalki, which addresses the issue of child
labour. He essays the character of Shyam Singh
in the film, which is broadly based on the Nobel
Peace Prize winner Kailash Satyarthi, who is
known for his relentless work for children’s rights
and Bachpan Bachao movement.

Jhalki is one of the releases in the Children’s
Day weekend. The film revolves around the
struggle of a young girl from an underprivileged
background. She is in search for her brother who
is employed as child labour and has gone miss-
ing. The film is directed by Brahmanand
Singh, and features two child artistes, Aarti and

Goraksha along with Sanjay Suri,
Tannishtha Chatterjee, Divya
Dutta and Govind Namdev.

“When a child wishes to
go to school but doesn’t get
the chance to do so owing to
poverty, he or she feels like an

outcast. That is almost
criminal,” said the

actor.
Interestingly,

Boman has played
characters like
V i r u
Sahastrabuddhe
(3 Idiots), Dr JC
A s t h a n a
(Munna Bhai
MBBS) that
show another
extreme side of
higher educa-
tion and how it
can suffocate
young minds.

The actor men-
tions he has treat-
ed each of these
characters differ-
ently, keeping his
personal opinion
aside.

“I reserve my
opinion and never
impose it on the
character I portray
in the film because
every character

serves to tell a story
and I am just an
actor there. I am not
judging the charac-
ter. Personally, I do

not support such
imposition on

students,” said
he. C�*0!

Even though the written
language of classics
might appear foreign

and old-fashioned, initial
readings might leave one feel-
ing confused and unsure of
what’s being exactly said.
However, themes and inci-
dences of human behaviour
in plays like that of
Shakespeare and
Rabindranath stay as relevant,
irrespective of the number of
scientific or industrial devel-
opments over the time. The
very fact that we still read
these classics is itself an evi-
dence of how important they
are to the present times. And
why then will they not be a
part of modern theatre? One
such example is that of
Mahabharata, which has been
reinterpreted a number of
times and not even once
made the audience feel like it’s
dated. Each of its episode
brings a certain narrative
which is true to our lives. The
issues that it highlights stand
as a mirror to the present-day
society.

So how is it that classical
plays and writings are made
relevant to the contempo-
rary times? Prakhar Gautam,
theatre director and founder
of Delhi-based theatre group
Parindey Storytellers, believes
that classics have stood the
test of times, which is why
they hold such an impor-
tance. “The predominant
example is William
Shakespeare. His plays have
stayed relevant for centuries
and the biggest reason for that
is their focus on emotions.
Othello, for example, deals
with power and jealousy.
Hamlet deals with the conflict
of a man and a child. Such
plays are going to be relevant
as long as the person who is
interpreting the play can
understand the emotion
behind the script,” he says.
Giving Indian examples, he
adds, “Vijay Tendulkar and
Girish Karnad’s plays have
stayed relevant as the frame-
work of our society is more or
less the same as they depict-
ed. Plays by Molière, Dario Fo
and Anton Chekhov still
maintain the fragment of
human emotions and even

though times have changed,
the emotions can be inter-
preted in the modern
schema.”

Theatre director and
founder of Dreaming Stage,
Nikunj Wadhwan argues that
plays and stories don’t have to
be “made relevant” to con-
temporary times because
even though the current envi-
ronment and surroundings
might have evolved, human
beings stay the same. He
adds, “Just like previous
times, fewer men have chival-
ry. Women had more duties
and limitations than men
and though it is changing
now, it is still prevalent to an
extent. And the ones who rule
us take decisions based on
their mindset rather than on
the basis of right or wrong.”

Recalling Mohan
Rakesh’s Ashadh Ka Ek Din,
which talked about Kalidas
and how his lover had wait-
ed for him for years, he says,
“This has certainly changed
but only because today’s
woman and lover are more
evolved people, who use
social media and eat through
apps. However, the lover
would still feel the same pain

and longing for one’s beloved.”
Theatre director Bharti

Sharma, who is set to bring
her play, Chhaya-Hindol, at
the Delhi Government’s art
and culture wing Sahitya Kala
Parishad’s Mohan Rakesh
Natya evam Samman
Samaroh, also agrees to the
point that it is human emo-
tions which are universal and
they will react in the same
way to different plays, regard-
less of the language or era the
classic has been written in.

While experts argue
about how human behaviour
has been similar, Prateek
Kumar, director of Arcus en
Ciel Theatre, believes that
classics are important because
they have a certain sense of
“aesthetics” and a socio-polit-
ical relevance. “The aesthet-
ics offered by them is
unmatched when they are
performed with a particular
form,” he says and recalls the-
atre directors like KS
Rajendran, who had directed
Pratimanatkam (based upon
Ramayana) and
Priyadarshika, in which he
took mudras (gestures) from
the Natyashastra. He adds,
“The performances have had

long-lasting imprint on the
audience because of the visu-
als offered by classical theatre.
There is also experimental
theatre director Suresh
Anagalli, who had directed
Sanskrit classic Bhagwat
Ajjukam in an abstract and
modern form. It has mes-
merised the audience in a
similar manner.”

Once a play is read, the
reader is impacted by its
character for some time but
soon, the chapter ends. When
the story is reimagined after
50 years and brought on the
stage, the director re-explores
the moral fibre of each char-
acter, revealing his/her
demons and strengths in a
more nuanced way. And this
has become a trend. More
theatre directors are picking
up old classics and adapting
and re-interpreting them in
their own ways to make it
relatable to the current audi-
ence.

Prateek says that the
trend is also because of the
fact that the Indian audience
has evolved to understand the
vision of a director and take
onus to understand the art
form which director chooses
to display his/her story.
Giving example of one of his
directions, “When I adapted
Andha Yug (based on the
last day of Mahabharata), it
gave me a broader under-
standing of relationships,
human instincts and vio-
lence. I could understand
them better because the play
offered me a parallel image of
today’s world and showed
the issues which still haunt us.
Till the time a play offers dis-
tinct aesthetics and address-
es the contemporary times, it
cannot stay relevant.”

Prakhar also takes
Mahabharata as an example
and points out that it explores
every possible human emo-
tion in its story, “which is why
it is always going to be relat-
able. Wherever a director’s
imagination or creativity
takes him/her to... it will.”

However, when the story
is already known to the audi-
ence, why bring it over and
over again? Nikunj points
out that even though the sto-

ries might be known to peo-
ple, there still could be a num-
ber of angles which have
never been explored or
thought about in their first
readings. “Pick up a mytho-
logical story, be it
Mahabharata or Ramayana,
we have always known it
through the eyes of one of the
protagonists and now, with
the evolution of society, we
can hear the other side of the
story too. Duryodhana and
Ravana have been called the
most evil souls but there
might have been a side to
them that we haven’t been
pen to hearing. Villains have
always been and will remain
bad but they were not born
like that. Which is what new
adaptations are highlighting
today. Evolution of the audi-
ence is also another reason
here. There is a shade to
these negative characters
which people are interested to
know. Ashadh Ka Ek Din has
an evil character that is loved
by everyone. Dhruvswamini,
a play written by Jaishankar
Prasad has Ramagupta,
brother of Chandra Gupta
who is again a villain but
somewhat relatable.”

For Kaushik Bose,
director of theatreworms
productions, it also helps
the newer generations to
understand the classics,
which were penned ages
ago. “It helps in bringing
some aspects of life which
we can still relate to.
Mahabharata and
Ramayana bring so many
aspects which we are living
even today. Other such
examples are old Bengali
plays Katha Amrita Saman,
Nathabati Anathbat, which
were written in the 80s and
90s and are based on Indian
women. A recent interpreta-
tion of these plays were
Karappu, in which the story
was retold in a way where
body movements were pro-
foundly used.”

It certainly is a good
trend, which should contin-
ue. However, experts feel that
we should also look at newer
languages, plays and stories,
which can talk about the pre-
sent phenomenon.

EMOTIONS
MAKE FOR AN UNENDING 
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By the time we clocked the
end of our dinner,
Jonathon Gold’s remark,

“You can’t fake hummus. It is
either on point or your grand-
mother goes home,” was inces-
santly resonating in my mind.
Only instead of the Middle
East, I was in the lap of Rampur
cuisine, and in place of the
hummus, I was fussing over
Baigan achari, which seemed to
be a proud favourite of mas-

terchef Suroor Khan. Among
our conversations about the
place, nawabs, creating jobs for
cooks from Rampur, he men-
tioned that their Baigan achari
is somewhat of an indisputable
force against all other brinjal ori-
ented dishes. It has small pieces
of brinjal marinated and
cooked in tangy gravy. I had
never been more excited to
try a vegetarian dish. 

The menu is curated
following an extensive
hands-on research to cre-
ate dishes that are not only
eclectic but are on the same
wavelength of authenticity
that one would find in Rampur.
Rampuri cuisine is essentially a
‘courtly cuisine’ that evolved
along with its sultans and their
taste buds. It is a blending clout
of Mughlai, Awadhi, Afghani,
Rajput and other cultures. Sadly,
these recipes have not been
chronicled and are thus lost over
the years. It is a few chefs and
hotels who are doing their best
to revive Rampuri cuisine.

If you find yourself at
Blooms restaurant, Eros Hotel,
Nehru Place, with a plate of Tar
Korma, one of the signature
dishes and Mirch ka saalon
which is lightly spiced and
slightly tangy curry cooked in
green chilli, just know that this
is as authentic as it can get.
Quite literally though since
chef Suroor belongs to the lin-
eage of royal cooks or khanasas
of nawabs of Rampur. Taste is
sacred in the city and uncom-
promised, believes chef
Sudarshan. He said that the cui-
sine is a nice combination in
terms of taste, texture and pre-
sentation.  

Mewa mave ka shaami
became another of my
favourites, it is kebab made
with condensed milk and filled
with dry fruits. It is slightly
sweet, courtesy of the mewa and

melts
on the
t o n g u e .
Another hit
on her tale
were Dahi ke
kebab which are
crumbed fried yogurt balls
seasoned with Rampuri spices,
a mixture of 35 to 40 spices. The
food is flavourful for one, no
surprise there but it is also neu-
tral and balanced in taste, so for-
tunately there won’t be the risk
of hot flashes or hike in diabetes.  

One of my personal
favourites till the next day
remains Kacche gosht ki tikki, a
traditional lamb patty seasoned
with homemade spices. Chef
Suroor shared an interesting
anecdote behind this dish. In
earlier days, while on hunt, the
nawabs would cook meat by
themselves with whatever spices
they could get hold of. The dish
on the menu is reflective of that
time, the meat is lightly marinat-
ed and slightly raw.  

Chef Suroor’s Saans-e-dum
pulao is magnificent, a tradi-
tional preparation of Rampur,
basmati rice, lamb and chicken
prepared as a Yakhni pulao. And

as you scrape through the
spoonfuls, the dish becomes a
sonnet of flavour, texture and
aroma. As both the chefs men-
tioned, half the taste of the cui-
sine is in its smell. The people
who used to find refuge in
Rampur brought their own
flavour to the kitchens and it still
remains diverse in taste.  

One of the desserts, with
the most interesting name,
Mirchi ka halwa, needs an hon-
orary mention. The spice quo-
tient of the green chillies and
capsicum is eclipsed by sweet-
ening them and this might
seem the most uniquely creat-
ed desserts to someone who’s
been living under the rock
when it comes to Rampuri food
but you might also want to try
Gulatthi. It is their signature
dessert, sweetened and reduced
milk, thickened with rice and
garnished with kernels and sil-

ver leaf. True to the chef ’s
words, it is definitely not the
sweetest. However, what it is not
is something to be missed on.  

But why Rampur? Because
Rampuri cuisine has a taste but
no name, is what chef Suroor
shared. And even though Delhi
is a hub of cultures, this cuisine
has found itself aloof and hid-
den in kitchens at home. The
chefs want it to reach to as many
people. Not only this, jobs are
being created. Chefs from
Rampur are here, so there is
exposure and experience on
both sides of the spectrum, the
chefs and the diners. 

This experience of dining
would remain unparalleled,
from the food to the service to
the bits of history of Rampur
that was shared in conversa-
tions, a few phrases would cer-
tainly lack justice to an evening
of amiability and warmth.
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India on Thursday picked an unprecedent-
ed eight-member Davis Cup squad for the

tie against Pakistan, including most of the top
stars who refused to travel to Islamabad along
with those who made themselves available
irrespective of the venue.

Seasoned veteran Leander Paes returned
to the Indian team after more than a year
along with top players Sumit Nagal,
Ramkumar Ramanathan, Sasi Kumar
Mukund and Rohan Bopanna for the tie to
be held at a yet-to-be-finalised neutral
venue on November 29 and 30.

Nagal, Bopanna, Ramanathan and
Mukund had reservations about travelling to
Pakistan due to security concerns, the basis
of the International Tennis Federation’s
decision to change the venue.

“It’s a special case this time. We do not
pick such a big travel party but we did not
want the players who were ready to go
Pakistan, to feel left out. So we had to cre-
ate a balance,” Zeeshan Ali, who is on the
selection panel and is also the India coach
said.

In the squad announced by the All India
Tennis Association (AITA) selection commit-
tee, Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan, Saketh Myneni
and Siddharth Rawat also found a place in
the team. All these players were willing trav-
el to Islamabad when the others had refused.

AITA usually names five-member main
squads along with one or two reserve play-
ers.

While the ITF is still considering the
Pakistan Tennis Federation’s appeal against
the decision to shift the tie out of Islamabad,
AITA has gone ahead with the team selec-
tion.

“We wanted the players to be mentally
ready. They can make their respective sched-
ules now. We did not want them to wait more
to know if they will be picked or not.
Irrespective of the venue, only these players
will be a part of the tie, wherever it is played,”
said non-playing captain Rohit Rajpal.

“Not all of them would get to play but
at least the new players will get a feel of what
it is like being on the Indian Davis Cup
squad. It will be a kind of experience for the
new generation players like Rawat. We
have to prepare the next rung,” added
Rajpal.

It has been learnt, that the ITF will stick
with its decision to have the tie at a neutral
venue. The world body is expected to
announce its final decision by November 18.
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India escaped with a 1-1 draw after an
injury-time goal saved them the blush-
es against lower-ranked Afghanistan in

their FIFA World Cup Qualifier match here
on Thursday.

The result meant the 106-ranked India
remained winless in their qualifying cam-
paign so far.

When the visitors seemed headed for
their second defeat, substitute Seiminlen
Doungel (90+3) provided India with a life-
line, outjumping his markers to head one
into the far post.

Afghanistan had taken the lead through
Zelfagar Nazary's strike (45+1), putting
India on the backfoot.

India remained at the fourth position
in Group E with three points from four

matches, while Afghanistan continued to
be on the third with four points.

Starting the away game, being played
in extremely cold conditions at the Central
Republican Stadium, on a bright note, India
conceded a goal in the first half 's injury time
(45+1).

Afghanistan went into lead after a fine
move saw David Najem play a square ball
to Zelfagar Nazary at the centre of the box,
and the mid-fielder's attempt breached the
Indian defence before finding the back of
the net.

It wasn't really a home match for
Afghanistan either, but wins here against
Cambodia and B’desh, followed by draws
with Tajikistan and Jordan have given them
much-needed confidence ahead of the clash
against Igor Stimac's 106-ranked India.

And the 149-ranked Afghanistan car-

ried that confidence into the game on a
chilly evening when the temperature
dropped to nine degree celsius.

The hosts looked the better of the two
sides in the first half and the goal, in the
added time of first session, was not inap-
propriate.

On and off, Afghanistan managed to
put pressure on the Indian defence manned
by Mandar Rao Desai, Adil Khan, Rahul
Bheke and Pritam Kotal. With their enter-
prise, the likes of striker Ahmad Omran and
mid-fielder Faysal Shayesteh kept India on
their toes, forcing Bheke and Adil to make
a few clearances in the first quarter.

India looked to take on the opposition
but they could not create any clear chances,
and the couple of half chances in the open-
ing minutes failed to test the Afghan cus-
todian.

There was a change straightaway for
India after the break as Stimac substituted
Mandar with Farukh Choudhary.

The visitors showed urgency and
looked desperate for an equaliser. They had
a chance in the 58th minute but skipper
Sunil Chhetri's header off a cross from right
back Pritam Kotal was saved by Azizi. At
the other end, Gurpreet Singh Sandhu made
a diving save.

While he will be disappointed to end
the match in a stalemate, Stimac's decision
to bring in Doungel in place of Kotal paid
dividends.

Stimac made three changes to the line-
up that drew against Bangladesh last
month, starting with Kotal, Brandon
Fernandes and and Pronay Halder in place
of Anas Edathodika, Anirudh Thapa and
Manvir Singh. 
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Former Arsenal star Thierry Henry
was Thursday appointed coach at

MLS franchise Montreal Impact on a
two-year contract as he gets a new
chance of management after a disastrous
spell at Monaco.

"Welcome to Montreal
@ThierryHenry!" the Major League
Soccer (MLS) club tweeted.

Henry, whose baptism by fire as a
manager ended in his firing by French
club Monaco in January, will coach
Impact for a minimum of two seasons.

"Henry signed a two-year deal, with
an option for 2022," the club said on its
website.

Henry, 42, who helped France win
the World Cup in 1998, is familiar with
the MLS, having played from 2010 to
2014 with the New York Red Bulls.

He scored 51 goals and had 42 assists
in 122 games with the club.

"It's an honour to coach the
Montreal Impact and return to MLS,"
said Henry. "It's a league I know well, in
which I had some very nice moments.

"I've always kept an eye on the club
and now I'm here."

Henry becomes the seventh coach of
the Montreal Impact in just eight years,
succeeding Colombian Wilmer Cabrera,
who was acting coach for two months
after the dismissal in August of French
coach Remi Garde after 10 months in
charge.

Henry made his name as a world-
class player at Arsenal where he scored
228 goals in 377 appearances, making
him the English club's record goalscor-
er.

After winning the World Cup on
home soil in 1998, he played in three fur-
ther World Cups in 2002, 2006 and 2010.

He is also France's all-time leading
scorer with 51 goals in 123 games, in
front of Michel Platini.

His much-heralded return to
Monaco ended in the sack as the team
plummeted to second-from-bottom in
the league.
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Cameron Bancroft and Joe
Burns got the nod on

Thursday for Australia’s Test
squad to face Pakistan, with
Usman Khawaja and Marcus
Harris axed after flopping dur-
ing the Ashes series against
England.

Bowling allrounder
Michael Neser was also includ-
ed as a back-up to the formi-
dable pace attack of Josh
Hazelwood, Pat Cummins,
Mitchell Starc and James
Pattinson.

Bancroft was only rushed
into the Australia A team at the
last minute this week when Nic
Maddinson pulled out to deal
with mental health issues.

But he made the most of
his opportunity, top-scoring
with 49 in their first innings
total of 122 all out to put him-
self in the reckoning after fail-
ing to make an impact in the
Ashes.

He is one of three special-
ist openers, along with Burns

and Warner, but is more likely
to play down the order if
selected for the two Tests start-
ing in Brisbane next week, fol-
lowed by a day-night clash in
Adelaide.

Burns was unlucky to be
overlooked for the Ashes hav-
ing scored a century in the last
Test he played against Sri Lanka
in February.

National selector Trevor
Hohns suggested he would
open with Warner, pointing out
that “he has Test hundreds on
the board and has combined
very well with David in the
past”.

Harris and Khawaja miss
out after failing to impress in
England or in the Australia A
match, which was seen as a
“bat-off” for the Test slots up
for grabs.

Middle-order batsman
Travis Head, who was dropped
for the last Ashes Test, was
given another chance after
young prodigy Will Pucovski,
pulled out of contention citing
his “mental wellbeing”.

Hohns said Neser was
included due to “his ability
move the ball both ways, giv-
ing the team another bowling
option depending on the con-
ditions”.

Asutralia Test squad: Tim
Paine (capt), Cameron
Bancroft, Joe Burns, Pat
Cummins, Josh Hazlewood,
Travis Head, Marnus
Labuschagne, Nathan Lyon,
Michael Neser, James
Pattinson, Steve Smith, Mitchell
Starc, Matthew Wade, David
Warner.
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Test cricket will return to
Pakistan after more than a

decade with Sri Lanka on
Thursday agreeing to a two-
match series in December,
which will be a part of the tra-
ditional format’s ongoing World
Championship.

Sri Lanka played a bilateral
One Day Intetrnational and
Twenty20 International series in
Pakistan in September-October
earlier this year despite 10 of its
top players, including ODI cap-
tain Dimuth Karunaratne and
Twenty20 skipper Lasith
Malinga, opting out due to
security concerns.

The upcoming series’ first
Test will be played in Rawalpindi
from December 11-15, while the
second Test will be held in
Karachi from December 19-23.

“This is a fabulous news for
Pakistan cricket and its reputa-
tion of being as safe and secure
as any other country in the
world. We are thankful to Sri
Lanka Cricket for agreeing to
send their team for the longer

version of the game,” PCB
Director (International Cricket)
Zakir Khan said in a statement.

Khan said the confirmation
will contribute in the PCB’s
efforts towards ensuring a reg-
ular resumption of internation-
al cricket in the country.
Incidentally, Sri Lanka was also
the last team to play Test crick-
et in Pakistan, back in 2009.

Sri Lanka were originally
scheduled to play Tests in
October and then return in
December for a limited-overs’
series but the matches were
swapped to “provide them the
opportunity to assess the situa-
tion before deciding on the Test
venues”.

“Now that the itinerary has
been confirmed, we will shift
our focus on series preparations
to ensure we deliver arrange-
ments as per our very high stan-
dards,” Khan said.

Sri Lanka Cricket chief
executive Ashley de Silva said
based on an earlier visit, the SLC
is comfortable and convinced
that conditions are suitable and
conducive for Test cricket.
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Adearth of quality pace bowlers has all but
put an end to the iconic duels which once

added to the charm of Test cricket, said the
iconic Sachin Tendulkar, who is worried
about the traditional format’s health.

A Sunil Gavaskar vs Andy Roberts, Dennis
Lillee or Imran Khan was worth the wait dur-
ing the 1970s and ‘80s. Similarly a Tendulkar
vs Glenn McGrath or Wasim Akram used to
be a connoisseur’s delight.

But not anymore, feels the man, who
played 200 Test matches in his illustrious 24
years in international cricket.

“Rivalries which people invariably looked
forward to are no longer there because there
are very few world-class fast bowlers right now.
That element I am sure is missing. The qual-
ity of fast bowling can surely be better with-
out any doubt,” Tendulkar said while analysing
how cricket has evolved in the past 30 years
(15th November, 1989) since he made his
debut.

Asked if the competitiveness, as far as Test
cricket is concerned, is confined to only three
countries (India, Australia and England), the
maestro agreed.

“The standard of cricket has gone down
which is not great news for Test cricket. The
standard needs to go up and for that, I would
again say that the root cause is the playing sur-
faces,” he said.

“I think it has also got to do with the kind
of pitches that are provided. If we provide fair
pitches where fast bowlers as well as spinners
get help, then balance between bat and ball will
be restored.

“If the balance is missing then the contest
becomes weak and it fails to grab eyeballs. Test
cricket must have good wickets,” added the
man, who has scored 15,921 runs with 51 hun-
dreds.

For Tendulkar, the model pitches are the
ones on which the Ashes was played in
England.

“I feel this year’s Ashes had some of the best
Test pitches in recent times. Magnificent I
would say. The only time they moved to Old
Trafford, you saw that Test wasn’t as exciting
as the ones at the Headingley, or the Lord’s Test
or for that matter even the one at the Oval. I
thought those Test matches were exciting,” he
said.

For someone, who has seen the evolution
of the game from Test cricket to T20s,
Tendulkar remains a purist at heart, who would
never endorse an IPL performance as being
good enough to merit selection in the ODI and
Test team.
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India’s pace troika was at its menacing
best against an under-confident
Bangladesh, helping the home team

seize control of the first Test at Holkar
Stadium on the opening day itself.

On one of the bounciest tracks in
recent times, Bangladesh were bundled out
for 150 in 58.3 overs, lasting barely two ses-
sions and a few overs more on Thursday.

With ample time at their disposal,
India ended the day at 86 for 1 in 26 overs,
losing Rohit Sharma’s (6) wicket to Abu
Jayed.

The notable aspect during the Indian
innings was Cheteshwar Pujara (46 bat-
ting) outscoring the more flamboyant
Mayank Agarwal (37 batting) during
their unbroken 72-run stand, leaving
ominous signs for the four-man
Bangladesh attack.

The first day’s proceedings starkly
highlighted the gulf between world’s No
1 and No 9 Test sides.

Umesh Yadav (2/47 in 14.3 overs),
Ishant Sharma (2/20 in 12 overs) and
Mohammed Shami (3/27 in 12 overs)
made life difficult for a team whose bats-
men lacked both in technique and tem-
perament.

A luckless Ravichandran Ashwin (2/43
in 16 overs), let down by Ajinkya Rahane
in the slips cordon, also had a couple of
clean-bowled dismissals in his kitty in the
post-lunch session.

The three Indian pacers consistently
bowled at 140 kmph, with seam, swing and

bounce making life miserable for
Bangladeshi batsmen.

Each of the three displayed different
qualities and it was evident from the man-
ner of dismissals.

Ishant’s bowling was about disconcert-
ing bounce from length that had opener
Shadman Islam caught behind and the
occasional fuller delivery holding its line
that forced Liton Das to edge one to Virat
Kohli in the slips.

For Umesh, it started with brisk pace
and getting it to seam into other opener
Imrul Kayes and making him expect more
incoming deliveries. Just when Kayes was
getting used to a pattern, Umesh produced
away going deliveries for the left-hander,
squaring him up and the edge flew to slips.

He again came in the post-tea session
during which the tailenders looked scared,
retreating towards square leg in fear of get-
ting hurt.

Mohammed Shami, probably the
craftiest among the contemporary Indian
pacers, showed there is no one better when
it comes to getting reverse swing with 50-
over old SG Test ball.

Mushfiqur Rahim (43), Bangladesh’s
top-scorer, who led a charmed life and was
dropped twice, didn’t have a clue when one
swung back to knock the stumps back after
he was beaten by away going deliveries.

The next one by Shami swung even
more as Mehidy Hasan Miraj (0) was
adjudged leg-before although a DRS call
could have saved him had he opted for one.

In the first session, Shami had dis-
missed Mohammed Mithun with conven-
tional inswing.

Even without Jasprit Bumrah, who is
nursing a stress fracture, the unit looked
so formidable that one could sympathise
with Bangladeshi batsmen facing their
combined might.

They attacked relentlessly and it did-
n’t matter that India weren’t exactly hav-
ing a great day as far as slip catching was
concerned. Umesh could have got
Mushfiqur early had Kohli latched on to
one in the third slip.

Ashwin had both Mushfiqur and
Mahmudullah Riyad dropped by Rahane
at first slip.

It didn’t cost the team much but the
frustrated bowler then decided that
breaching the defence was the best option
as Mominul Haque (36) and
Mahmudullah were dismissed due to
poor judgement and shot selection respec-
tively.
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Bangladesh captain Mominul
Haque on Thursday admitted

his team lacked the mental
strength required to counter
India’s formidable pace attack on
the first day.

Ishant Sharma, Mohammed
Shami and Umesh Yadav shared
seven wickets between them to
bundle visitors for 150 runs.
More importantly, Bangladesh’s
lower-order batsmen looked
scared to face the Indian pacers.

“The wicket wasn’t unplayable
at all or else myself or Mushfiqur
(Rahim) wouldn’t have scored the
runs that we scored. The problem
is that when you are playing the
world’s No 1 Test team, you have
to be mentally far more stronger,”
Mominul said at the end of the
day’s play. Asked about the match
situation, Mominul made it clear
that it will be very difficult to save
the game from here on.

“Let’s be practical. They have
already scored 80 plus. We are lag-
ging far behind and it will be very
difficult to save the game from this
situation.
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The current Indian pace attack is
“one of the most lethal” in world

cricket since it has the ability to cre-
ate openings in every spell, reckons
senior off-spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin.

There was no Jasprit Bumrah but
Mohammed Shami, Ishant Sharma
and Umesh Yadav were ruthless and
unplayable as Bangladeshi batsmen
danced to their tunes.

“I think Shami, Ishant and
Umesh have been bowling well as a
pack and if you add Bumrah to it
over the last few months or a year in
Test cricket, I think it’s one of the
most lethal pace attacks going
around in the world if not the best,”
Ashwin said at the end of play on the
first day. “And I am saying that as a

disclaimer, I don’t want people judg-
ing me on that comment. But it’s
right up there and one of the best
bowling attacks I have seen in recent
times,” he said.

“Sometimes you feel that every
spell they bowl, something is hap-
pening or they make it happen,” the
off-spinner added.

He however denied that he and
Ravindra Jadeja will be changing
their approach because the pacers
have started taking the lead.

“As a bowler, I personally never
looked at it that way. It’s my job to
pick up a wicket and try and capi-
talise if the pacers don’t pick a wick-
et then get a breakthrough.

“Having said that, I am taking
nothing away from the fast bowlers.
They have been exceptional, especial-
ly if you look at Umesh,” he said.
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