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Amid tight security, thou-
sands of devotees offered

prayers at the Lord Ayyappa
temple when it opened for the
annual Mandala-Makaravilakku
puja on Saturday, though police
said ten women were sent back
from Pamba base as they were
in the “barred” age group.

The temple has reopened
just days after a five-judge
Bench of the Supreme Court
referred to a larger Bench the
matter related to entry of
women into the hill temple and
other issues related to various
faiths.

The State and temple
precincts had witnessed
protests by right-wing outfits
and BJP workers last year after
the LDF Government had
decided to implement the

Supreme Court verdict of
September 28, 2018, allowing
women of all age groups to
offer prayers at the shrine.

Though the apex court did
not stay its earlier order allow-
ing entry of women in the Lord
Ayyappa temple, the LDF
Government in Kerala this
time said the shrine is not a
ground for activism and made
it clear that it would not
encourage women who want to

visit the temple for publicity. 
Police on Saturday evening

said at least ten women, who
were part of a 30-member
group from Vijayawada in
Andhra Pradesh, were sent
back from Pamba, five km
from the shrine, as they were
found to be in the age group of
10-50 years. 

Females in this age group
have traditionally been barred
from praying at the temple.

���	
�������� ���������

Delhiites have neither fresh
air to breathe nor safe

water to drink. The drinking
water supplied to residents in
the national Capital has failed
on all the 19 parameters —
odour, iron, calcium, ammonia,
chloride, anionic detergent and
coliform among others. In con-
trast, Mumbaikars may not
even need to buy water puri-
fiers or reverse osmosis (RO)
units. The drinking water in
India’s commercial capital
passed all the tests of quality
standards set by the Bureau of
Indian Standards (BIS). The
other two metros, Chennai
and Kolkata, too didn’t fare
well, and are at the 13th and
14th place respectively. 

Of the 21 capital cities
where water quality was tested,
Delhi was at the bottom with all
samples failing to meet the BIS
norms. Hyderabad and
Bhubaneswar bagged the joint
second spot in the rankings
with Ranchi coming in at third.

Currently, it is mandatory
for bottled water manufactur-
ers to meet the BIS quality stan-
dard. However, the BIS norm
for tap water is voluntary for
the public agencies which sup-
ply piped water. Unlike Europe
and other developed coun-
tries, India doesn’t have any

certification for potable water.
The BIS lifted samples

from the Capital cities across
the country to test water qual-
ity on several parameters.
Announcing the findings,
Union Food and Consumer
Affairs Minister Ram Vilas
Paswan said, “All the samples
lifted in Delhi have failed, but
all samples of Mumbai are
clear, and tap water of Mumbai
is safest to drink.”

In Delhi, the samples were
taken randomly from 11 places
like Krishi Bhawan, Janpath
(residence of Union Food
Minister Ram Vilas Paswan),
Pitampura, Ashok Nagar,
Mukundpur, Burari, Karawal
Nagar, Sonia Vihar, Seema Puri
and Nand Nagari. In Krishi
Bhawan, housing several
Central Government offices,
the sample failed to meet seven
parameters of BIS norms, while
water from Paswan’s residence
failed on three parameters. 

All the 11 samples failed to

meet the 19 parameters like
odour, colour, turbidity, PH,
total dissolved substances
(TDS), hardness, alkanity, alu-
minium, manganese, iron, cal-
cium, nitrate, phenolic com-
pounds, anionic detergent,
ammonia, chloride, sulphide,
coliform and e-coli that make
up the BIS standard.

The tap water is supplied
by the Delhi Jal Board (DJB).
In most places, water pipes are
running alongside and crossing
sewage lines and drains in
Delhi, which make the water
supply susceptible to sewage
contamination, officials said.

In Mumbai, all the 10 sam-
ples met the standards set by

the BIS. The Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
supplies water to the residents
in Mumbai. In Kolkata, nine
samples failed 10 quality para-
meters while in Chennai, all 10
samples failed in nine para-
meters. The samples in
Hyderabad and Bhubaneswar
failed in one parameter each —

phenolic compounds and chlo-
ramines respectively. In Ranchi,
the potable water test failed on
four parameters, while in
Shimla on aluminum and
Chandigarh on two parame-
ters, “aluminium and coliform”.

According to officials, test-
ing was conducted for
organoleptic and physical tests,
chemical test, toxic substances
and bacteriological tests in the
first stage. In the next phase,
they will also undergo viro-
logical and biological tests for
major disease carriers. The
study, conducted by BIS for the
Union Food and 
Consumer Affairs Ministry,
tested 10 samples in 21 capital
cities to see if they met the
Indian Standard 10500:2012
(specification for drinking
water). 

Paswan said he has written
to State Governments asking
them to clarify what helps his
Government can provide to
make tap water drinkable. 
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JAJPUR: Many official files,
documents and other papers
were on Saturday found as the
lockers and almirahs of
deceased Panchayat Extension
Officer (PEO) Smitarani Biswal
were opened at the block office
at Dharmasala , Panchayat
office at Haridasapur and in her
house at Choramuha  of Jajpur
district  by the police in the
presence of magistrates  and
husband of Smitarani Sushil
Kumar Biswal.

“We handed over all the
files and documents to the

Block Development Officer
(BDO) of Dharmasala,” said
Dharmasal Tehsildar Saroj
Kumar Panda. All the docu-
ments would be verified by the
police soon, added the tehsil-
dar. The mysterious death of

Smitarani at the guesthouse of
Rupesh Bhadra, husband of
Madhusmita Bhadra,
Sarapanch of the panchayat, on
October 16 is snowballing into
a major political issue in the
State. PNS

BHADRAK: The eyes of a dead youth
were taken out at the SCB Medical
College Hospital, Cuttack, without con-
sent from his family members, alleged his
wife on Saturday.

The widow, Champa Gagarai, of
Bagurai Adivasi Colony in Bhadrak dis-
trict is illiterate and was unaware of the
content of a form given to her by the hos-
pital authorities prior to releasing the body
of her husband Nanda Gagarai. Later, the
hospital staffs took her thumb impression
on the document without telling her what
was written in it.

According to reports, Nanda had con-
sumed poison following a family dispute
on November 7. He was admitted to the
Bhadrak District Headquarters Hospital
before being shifted to the SCB Hospital
when his condition deteriorated. He
died at the SCB on November 11. Later,
Nanda’s wife and brother were asked to
sign some documents. However, they gave
their thumb impression on the documents
without knowing their contents. When
they brought the body to the village, other
family members discovered that the
deceased’s eyes were missing. Villagers
told family members that the eyes of the
youth have been donated after seeing the
documents given by the SCB hospital.
However, the youth’s wife and brother
feigned ignorance about knowing the eye
donation. “The SCB staffs have taken eyes
out of my husband’s body without telling
us. As we are illiterate, they asked us to
give thumb impression on documents
given to us. We did not know about the
eye donation,” alleged the woman. PNS

BHUBANESWAR: Claiming that the State Government
has not given special attention to the  Western Odisha
Development Council (WODC) for removing regional
imbalance, Congress members on Saturday demanded
in the State Assembly that the Government increase the
budgetary allocation for council from � 100 crore to
�1,000 crore per annum.

Congress Legislature Party Leader Narasingha
Mishra and other party members made this demanded
while participating in a related Adjournment Motion
brought by Mishra.

“WODC was created for removing regional imbal-
ance. While the council area occupies one-third of the
State’s area and one-fourth of its people, it needs special
attention. It is disappointing that while the State’s Annual
Budget has touched �1,47,000 crore, only ��100 crore is
being allocated for the WODC to remove regional imbal-
ance between western and coastal Odisha,” said 
Mishra.

He too slammed the Government for not appoint-
ing the Chairman and members of the WODC as per
norms and not shifting the head office to the council area.
“It has been turned into a rehabilitation centre of the rul-
ing party,” he alleged.

Mishra demanded that the Government increase the
budgetary allocation to �1,000 crore.

In his reply, Planning and Convergence Minister
Padmanabha Behera said he would certainly purpose to
the Chief Minister to increase the funds from the com-
ing year.

“The State Government has provided a total of Rs
1562.64 crore to the WODC since its inception. Many
developmental activities in road, electrification, school,
agriculture and irrigation and other social sectors have
been undertaken since the 2000. 

The WODC is marching ahead with activities for
overall development and removal of regional  imbalance,”
said the  Minister. PNS
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Now, defecating and uri-
nating in open space

under the jurisdiction of
Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation (BMC) would
attract penalty.

The BMC in a notification
on Saturday said, “The
approved Solid Waste
Management Bye-Laws, 2018
for Bhubaneswar Municipal
Corporation in its Schedule 6
indicates appropriate fine for
defecating and urinating in
open space to be imposed
against person on 1st 
offence.”

In this context, the corpo-
ration has approved 
� 200 and � 150 as fine amount
against person found defecat-
ing and urinating in open
space respectively within the
area of BMC, added the noti-
fication.
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School and Mass Education
Minister Samir Ranjan Dash

on Saturday told the State
Assembly that all the brochures
mentioning “Mahatma Gandhi
died due to accidental reasons’
have been withdrawn and
actions initiated against the
officials responsible for printing

misleading information about
Gandhi. 

The Minister made this
statement in response to a direc-
tion given by Speaker Surjya
Narayan Patro after protests
made by Congress and BJD
members on Friday.   

The Minster said that while
an official has been suspended,
show-case notice has been

served to two officials for print-
ing wrong messages in booklets
distributed among students to
mark the 150th year birthday
celebration of Mahatma Gandhi.
Terming the mistake as “unin-
tentional”, the Minister said new
brochures would be printed and
distributed to students after
required correction in a month’s
time. Turn on Page 4
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It is sad that Bollywood has forgotten to
make romantic movies. Gone are the days
when a boy met a girl. A villain tried to

separate them. But love conquered all and the
hero and heroine were united in the end. It
was happily ever after. Today, Bollywood is
only taking a leaf out of some of the earlier
romantic movies made and giving them a
twist to fit the 21st Century mood.

Unfortunately, Marjaavaan doesn’t even
have that to offer to its viewers. It could be
that director Milap Zaveri failed to see Ek
Villain which had a similar starcast. The only
difference was that instead of Tara Sutaria,
the love interest was Shraddha Kapoor. 

Those who have seen Ek Villain would see
the similarity. Siddharth Malhotra is from the
wrong side of the society — a goon who does
all the bad work for his boss whom he is

indebted to. But falls in love with the girl and
wants to turn good for her. In steps the
villain. Again Riteish Deshmukh. The least
Zaveri could have done is to not take the
same starcast and make a movie on similar
lines.

However, all is not lost here. Deshmukh
instead of doing movies like Housefull 4 that
don’t make any sense to those like to watch
movies that have some content, should
actually switch to doing roles where he plays
the bad guy. Like in Ek Villain, Deshmukh
excels here too as the bad guy somewhat with
a twist in his character. 

Siddharth Malhotra does what he does
best. Flay the baddies at the drop of a hat; all
this with his bare hands, a tad difficult to
digest given that the baddies that he is
fighting are all armed with the latest machine
guns. And yet, our hero is able to come out as
the winner. A total disconnect with reality.

Overall, it is a movie that is not worth a
watch.
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It is unfortunate that an actor, the calibre of
Nawazuddin Siddiqui, who has done films like
Sarfarosh, Badlapur and Manjhi-The Mountain Man

would actually agree to sign on the dotted line for
Motichoor Chaknachoor. One doesn’t understand the
thought that went into him accepting the role. He can’t be
that desperate to play the lead. 

Yes, here Siddiqui plays the hero with Athiya Shetty.
There are a few things horribly wrong with this pairing at
many levels. First, the two actors have no chemistry; they
are awkward at best. Given that Shetty is doing the
pursuing while Siddiqui just goes with the flow should
have had some laugh out loud moments. The only time
when a smile comes is where Siddiqui has been given some
funny dialogues. ‘36 ke hain, kab tak brahmachari bankar
baithe rahe. Naati, kaali, patali, takli, kisi se bhi byah kar
lenge. Hamko mourdi hi chahiye bas’ the dialogue reeks of
desparation but at least it is funny given the context in
which it is said. 

Then there is the whole loud message that is staring at
our faces that of dowry. If that was the intention of the
director Debamitra Biswal, to highlight the problem of
dowry in the country, he should ensured that the film
walked that path and the content suited the purpose. 

All that this film managed to do was to show that a 36-
year-old man is desperate to get married. A strict no-no.
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�What’s your role in Flames
2?

I play Rajat. This is the
second season of the web series
and the story is of young
romance unfolding. As it was
shown in Season 1 that Rajat
and Ishita are now in a
relationship, this season will
show what actually happens
after two people come into a
teenage relationship —
attraction and romance,
understanding, discovering the
deep-rooted discomforts, trust
and a gamut of emotions.
�What prompted you to play
Rajat?

First, I found the storyline
interesting and appealing.
Second, I just completed
shooting for Laakhon Mein Ek
and it was an exhausting
experience because I played a
dark character in it. I wanted to
take up something light-
hearted that would be
interesting to do and this series
was the best option.
�You debuted with Ferrari Ki
Sawaari, how did that
happen?

It happened all of a sudden.
I was in Class VI and was
preparing for my Mathematics
exam. That’s when my father
asked me to take a break from
study and we both went to a
mall. After doing our shopping,
while we were returning home
a person came to us and asked
if I would like to be a part of a
film. He was Rohan Mathur,
now a casting director who was
assisting in the film back then.
At first, we thought it was a joke
but then he took us into
confidence and the next day I
went for acting workshops.
That’s how I got the film.
�Were there any
apprehensions in your family?

My parents have been very
supportive throughout. I am
here because of them. They
always asked me of what I
wanted to do before taking any
decision themselves. Even
when I was approached for the
film, my father asked me tujhe
karna hai kya? Knowing that I
was so young still he asked for
my decision whether I want to
do it or not. They have always
been understanding and

comforting.
�After doing the film, did
your friends treat you any
differently?

I had a small group of close
friends and all of them were
extremely happy. Vidhu Vinod
Chopra sir even held a special
screening of the film for my
friends. There was no big
difference in their behaviour
towards me because we knew
each other much before the
film, so it was not a big deal.
They are still the same.
�Was acting always on your
cards?

No. I never thought of
becoming an actor. I was a
confused child. Sometimes I
wanted to be a pilot and
sometimes a doctor. I took part
in school plays and always got
to play the lead, I still don’t
know why. May be because my
teacher liked me very much.
(laughs)
�There were reports that you
were casted for a role in Super

30. Is it true?
No. I was never a part of

the film. I don’t know why such
reports were doing rounds on
the internet, but I was never
approached for any role in the
film.
�What things do you keep in
mind before signing a project?

I try to choose strong
scripts with good content. If the
story is good your role will
definitely stand out and people
will love it. My focus never lies
in playing only lead roles, the
character and the story should
be good and that’s all I look out
for.
�Any actor or director that
you would like to work with?

I would like to work with
Ranbir Kapoor as he is a
fabulous actor and I love the
vibe that one gets to see in his
films. As for the director, I
would love to work with
Rajkumar Hirani sir and
Sriram Raghavan, I love the
kind of films they make.
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Agroup of 15 girl students of a
Government school in the Joda

area of Keonjhar district left their
hostel on Friday night and took
shelter in a nearby village alleging
that the school headmaster has been
misbehaving with them.

The girls are from the Balada
Government Upper Primary
School.

As per their complaint,
Headmaster Baneswar Patra has
been misbehaving with many girl
students in inebriated condition. He
also engages the girls in various
works in the school and hostel cam-
puses. 

On Friday evening, he once
again misbehaved with the students
in a drunken state. Moreover, he
asked the girls to meet him in his
room after dinner.

Getting information, the
Bamebari police reached the spot of
the girls’ shelter and rescued them.
The distressed girls were handed
over to a woman teacher of the
school. The cops also detained the
accused headmaster and began
interrogating him in this connec-
tion.

Taking action against the
headmaster for his alleged offence,
the Block Education Officer (BEO)
suspended him from the job on
Saturday.
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Craze for TikTok videos has
landed a woman teacher

of a residential school in trou-
ble in Kendrapada district as
students’ parents on 
Saturday staged a protest and
demanded her transfer 
alleging negligence in duty on
her part.

The parents locked the
main gate of the Kulasahi

Ashram School in
Patttamundai block and
staged a dharna alleging that
the teacher is showing TikTok
videos and mobile games to
students instead of 
teaching. 

“She is playing with the
future of the students by
indulging them in the video
app and mobile games in
classroom,” alleged a 
parent.

“If this continues, the
purpose of sending our chil-
dren to school will not be
served,” he added.

The parents warned that
they would continue their
protest until the teacher is
transferred.
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An adventure coffee table
book on the famous

Massai Mara wilderness,
authored by Puri Gajapati
King Dibyasingha Deb, was
released by Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik here on
Saturday. The book is titled
“Majestic Mara”.

The travelogue features
the Puri Gajapati’s rich illus-
trations and memoirs from
his expedition at the Maasai
Mara National Reserve in
southwestern Kenya. It show-
cases beautiful shots by pro-
fessional photographers,
Asish Dhir, Dillip Dhir
Samant and Amarjyoti Singh
Deo, from Odisha during
their eight-day tour last year.
The scene was video-graphed
by the Gajapati.s

The Gajapati said, “In
August 2018, a team from
Odisha had visited the
famous Maasai Mara
National Reserve in Kenya
and saw the great migration
of wildebeest. The profes-

sional photographers from
Bhubaneswar clicked the still
photographs.”

Later on the day, the film
was screened and the pho-
tographs of the safari were
showcased at an exhibition at

the Lalit Kala Academy 
here.

All are invited to witness
the exhibition and the film
from 11.30 am to 7.30 pm till
November 22, the Gajapati
told reporters.
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CUTTACK: Online ticket sale for an India-West Indies
One Day International (ODI) cricket match scheduled
to be held at the Barabati Stadium here on December
22 would begin from December 5. However, offline tick-
ets for the match would be available at the stadium
counters from December 19.

Commissioner of Police Sudhanshu Sarangi
informed this following a high-level preparatory meet-
ing held on Saturday.

According to sources, for the first time GST would
be applied to the tickets.

Both the teams would arrive at the Bhubaneswar
airport on December 19. At the meeting, Odisha Cricket
Association (OCA) Secretary Sanjay Behera and
Cuttack-Bhubaneswar Traffic DCP Sagarika Nath
were present, among others. PNS
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a Gateman at the level-crossing near VSS
Nagar in the city between the
Bhubaneswar and Mancheswar railway
stations averted a major accident of the
Bhubaneswar-Anand Vihar Superfast
Express on Saturday.

Reportedly, a herd of buffaloes was
crossing the railway line a few minutes
before the train was supposed to pass
through the level-rossing near VSS Nagar
at about 12.50 pm.

In anticipation about a possible
mishap, Gateman AK Tripathy swung into
action and showed red signal to the loco
pilot, following which the train stopped
before reaching the level-crossing. PNS
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CUTTACK: The Orissa High
Court, acting upon a PIL filed
by Clap Legal Service Institute
president Dr Bikash Das, on
Saturday directed the
Government of Odisha to con-
sider declaring all child mar-
riages void ab initio.

The HC directed the
Government further that a rep-
resentation made by Dr Das in

this regard earlier to it be con-
sidered within four weeks.

It is pertinent to mention
here that the Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act, 2006 was
enacted by the Parliament
repealing the age old Child
Marriage Restraint Act, 1929.
Since the colonial law did not
work in eradicating child mar-
riage in the country, the new
law was enacted.

However, the new law like
previous Act did not make all
child marriages void and only
in certain cases like trafficking
for marriage, etc., a marriage
can be declared void.

Realising the legal issue of
void and voidable marriages, the
Government of Karnataka

amended its law making all
child marriages void in the
State as per the recommenda-
tion of former Judge of Supreme
Court Justice Sivraj V Patil.

Dr Das, in July , had
approached the Odisha
Government to follow
Karnataka and make a State
amendment of the Prohibition
of Child Marriage Act 2006 to
make all child marriages void.
However, the representation
of Dr Das was not considered.

On behalf of the petition-
er  Advocates  Dr Binod Kumar
Mishra, Jashmin Mall, Bijaya
Kumar Mishra, Chandradev
Purohit and Priyanka Ojha
argued the case before the
court. PNS 
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After a protracted fight
against the Posco project in

Jagtsinghpur district, which
finally led to the decommis-
sioning of the biggest FDI steel
plant by the South Korean
company, now another move-
ment is gaining ground against
the proposed JSW Utkal Steel
Limited plant in the area.

Activists Prafulla
Samantara, former MLA
Radhakanta  Sethi, Manorama

Khatua and Tuna Mohanty
have alleged that the new steel
plant project is more dangerous
than Posco. “The proposed
project is a 13 million ton per
year steel plant along with
cement, cold and hot rolled
mills and 900-MW power

plant. Each is a pollutant unit.
There will be huge cumulative
effect on environment and the
pollution will invade air, agri-
culture land as well as water
bodies. 

This will have also a port at
Jatadhari which will be harm-

ful to agricultural
land and fisher
community. The
cumulative pollu-
tion will spread
more than 20 km
radius for which
more than 50,000
villagers of nearby
villages will be
affected and
deprived of liveli-
hood,” they
alleged.

On the contrary, they
demanded a proper environ-
ment impact assessment report
for the new project and dis-
carded the one already done,
what they said to be lacking
facts.

They said that after Posco

left its project, the forced
acquired land has to be
returned to the farmers as per
the Land Acquisition Act, 2013.
Similarly, the people who
opposed Posco are still facing
false charges slapped by police.
When the old issues are yet to
be settled, another plant is
imposed on the people of the
locality. It is neither desirable
nor necessary, they told.

They warned that there
will be intensive protest and the
people won’t allow the project
to take off.

They also alleged that since
the district Collector is a local
person, he is using his person-
al connections to favour the
company and demanded that
he should be transferred.
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Aman impersonating as a Deputy
Drugs Inspector allegedly looted

cash worth � 1 lakh from a
homoeopathy clinic in the Umarkote
area of the district on Friday.

The incident took place at the
clinic run by Dr Panchanana Mishra
at his residence at Kandagaon 
Road.

The impersonator carried out a
search at the clinic and asked for
money from the doctor as fine for
expiry of the clinic’s registration date.
When Dr Mishra refused to pay, the
fraud opened the drawer, snatched
cash of Rs 1 lakh and left.

The face of the fraudster as well
as visual of frisking by the accused has

been captured on the clinic’s 
CCTV.

“A person visited the clinic
between 12.00 pm and 1.00 pm yes-
terday when my brother and sister-in-
law were alone at home. Posing as the
Deputy Drugs Inspector from
Bhubaneswar, he entered the house
and asked for the clinic licence, which
he claimed, was expired. He closed the
doors and switched off the camera too.
He demanded money from my broth-
er, threatening him to arrest and send
him to jail. When my brother refused
to pay, he grabbed the cash from the
drawer and fled,” said the victim’s
brother.

An FIR has been lodged with the
Umerkote police in this
connection.

BALANGIR: A person was killed by an ele-
phant at village Dhaunradadar, 27 km from
here, in the Loisingha forest early in morning
on Saturday while he had gone to his paddy
field to guard his crop.

The deceased was identified as Sriram
Biswal (40). According to reports, a herd of
seven elephants was moving in the area since
last few days.

Balangir Divisional Forest Officer (DFO)
Sameer Satpathy said, “Last night, our elephant
watcher tracked the animals’ presence on the
other side of the Cheliapat Reserve Forest. A
lone tusker crossing over the mountain moved
into the area and trampled Sitaram to 
death.”

“We have sent our staffs to the spot. We
will give 10 per cent of  the total compassionate
amount to the family of deceased after due pro-
cedure,” said the DFO. PNS 
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The Vigilance police on Friday arrested
Legal Metrology Department Senior

Inspector Bishrant Kumar Sethy in Paradip
on graft charges. Vigilance officials inter-
cepted Sethy in front of his office at
Madhuban in Paradip.

A sum of � 1,71,070 was found in his
possession, which he could not account for
satisfactorily and was subsequently arrested.

Later, the Vigilance sleuths conducted
simultaneous raids at his rented residential
house and office on Saturday. Reportedly, the
raid was underway till the last report came
in.

Sethy was taking illegal gratifications
from different fuel station owners and
kerosene oil tankers for renewal of calibra-
tion certificates.
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BJP members on Saturday staged a
dharna in front of the Mahatma

Gandhi statue in the State Assembly
premises after staging a walkout from
the House alleging that they are not
being allowed to speak on the issue of
“killing” of Jajpur district’s
Haridashpur PEO Smitarani 
Biswal.

When the House met, Congress
and BJD members participated in the
Question Hour debate while BJP
members kept standing at their
respective chairs with their faces tied
with black clothes.

As the Speaker requested them
repeatedly to take their seats and par-
ticipate in the Question Hour, BJP
Legislature Party Deputy Leader
Bishnu Charan Sethi said, “When we
are not being allowed to raise our voice

related to Smitarani killing, there is no
use for us to participate in the debate.
Now, we are going to Mahatama
Gandhi statue to stage a dharna.”

Then all BJP members moved out
of the House and sat at the Gandhi

statue. They didn’t participate in any
of proceedings held in the House on
the day. 

Notably, BJP members had staged
a silent dharna in the House by wear-
ing black bands on Friday. 

BHUBANESWAR: The State
Government has decided to set up
a science park in each of the 30 dis-
tricts and plans have already been
approved for 10 districts.

Science and Technology
Minister Ashok Chandra Panda
informed this in the State
Assembly to a question of
Congress MLA Tara Prasad
Bahinipati and a host of other
members.

“Three science parks have
already been established at
Bhubaneswar in Khordha district,

Dhenknal and Bargarh districts
and lands have been identified in
seven districts and direction has
been issued for release of funds for
establishment of such park in
these districts. The rest 20 districts
will get science parks gradually,”
said the Minister.

He said Rs 6.5 crore has been
allocated for each park.

“The main objective of the sci-
ence park is to promote science
among students and common peo-
ple,” he said.

The Minister also informed
that if more than five acres of land
is available in any district, the
Government would certainly con-
sider establishing a planetarium
there. PNS 
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BHUBANESWAR: The Govardhan Mutt, Puri was excluded
from the Odisha Hindu Religious Endowment Act 1952 and made
an autonomous body by an amendment to the Act in the State
Assembly on Saturday.  

“The Gobardhan Mutt, established by the Aadi
Shankaracharya, is linked to the Shree Jagannat Temple in Many
ways. The Shankaracharya is the head of the Mukti Mandap and
he has a special ritual at the Rath Yatra. Besides, the
Shankaracharya is accepted as the topmost Hindu religious leader.
While Shankaracharya mutts at three of the four Dhams have
been made independent, we also propose to make Govardhan
Mutt, Puri an autonomus body,” said Law Minister Pratap Jena
while moving the amendment bill for discussion and passing.

Initiating discussion, Congress Legislature Party Leader
Narasingha Mishra opposed the Bill saying the present
Shankaracharya is not naming self as “Debatirtha’ which is a req-
uisite to head the Gobardhan Mutt.  After a discussion, the Bill
was passed.  PNS
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The Jharsuguda political sce-
nario is taking a new shape

with the appearance of a new
personality. She is Deepali Das,
daughter of Jharsuguda MLA
and Health Minister Naba
Kishore Das.

In all Government and
private meetings, Deepali is
now seen as the representative
of Minister Das. On comple-
tion of higher studies from
overseas, she is now stepping
into local politics with all sup-
port from her father.

Over last few days, Deepali
is seen very close to her father
in different meetings and pro-
grammes in  Jharsuguda. Last
Saturday, she addressed a sem-

inar on homoeopathy in a
hotel. On Monday also she was
near her father in a high-level
meeting held at the Circuit
House here on health services
in the district. Later in the day,
she was in a paddy procure-
ment meeting. When Minister
Das left the meeting in the
middle, he told to continue the
meeting further with Deepali as

his representative.
These days, Deepali

is invited to various
meetings as guest of
honour in place of
Minister Das.

Born in 1997,
Deepali studied up to
Standard-X in the Burla
DAV Public School.
Thereafter, she com-
pleted Standards-XI and

XII from the Modi Institute,
Rajasthan. On completion of
B.Com from the KC College
Mumbai, Deepali did her MBA
in Communication & Public
Relations from the EU Business
School at Barcelona (Spain). 

With municipal elections
nearing, Deepali is expected to
play a vital role in the district
politics. 
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The All India Progressive Women’s
Association (AIPWA) held a meeting

here discussing the preparations for its
national meeting at Udyapur, Rajasthan in
February and various issues concerning
women, including rising violence, exploita-
tion and population control of the poor and
minority community families through imple-
mentation of the Uniform Civil Code.

The AIPWA alleged that the BJP and RSS
have no respect for the women’s rights and

equality. 
They are looking down upon the

Muslims and demanded a progressive law for
women as per the recommendation of a com-
mittee in 2015 to the Central 
Government.

The forum also objected to the NRC and
expressed solidarity with the Kashmir
women, who are fightimng for their rights.
It alleged that the Modi Government thinks
children of the poor families as a burden on
the country and fails to provide them min-
imum amenities of life. “The country has
enough wealth for providing food, shelter,
education, health etc to the poor and let the
Government stop waiving loans to the cor-
porates,” said the speakers.  

AIPWA president Rati Rao criticised the
population policy of the Centre. Among oth-
ers, AIPWA national secretary Mina Tiwari
and Mandakini Sethi and Saraswati Swain
from State unit were present.

��
 � ��
�������

Congress and BJD members on
Saturday demanded a discus-

sion in the State Assembly on the
impact of the economic slowdown
on the people of Odisha.

Raising the issue during the
Zero Hour, Congress Legislature
Party Leader Narasingha Mishra
quoted a newspaper report and
said, “Economic crisis that has

impacted people had not been
seen since 1972-72. People of
Odisha are now suffering as prices
of daily use consumable items and
vegetables have skyrocketed.”

He slammed the Government
for giving permission opening of
more liquor shops in the State.
“Sale in liquor shops is soaring.
The Government may not close
down all shops,  but can stop
opening new shops,” he suggest-
ed.

BJD member Debi Prasad
Mishra urged that the Speaker
allow a discussion on the impact
of economic crisis in Odisha.

Congress MLA Santosh Singh
Saluja demanded that either the
Chief Minister or the Finance
Minister make a statement in the
Hours on the issue. 
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The Vigilance police arrest-
ed a District Headquarters

Hospital Housekeeper
Supervisor while he was taking
a bribe of Rs 5,000 from a
woman sweeper here on
Saturday.

The accused was identified
as Kabi Mohan Deep. He had
demanded the bribe from the
complainant Margarika Bhatra
to accept her biodata and other
relevant documents to regu-
larise her service as an out-
sourcing sweeper in the DHH.

Earlier, the complaint had
informed the Koraput Division
Vigilance officials about it and
the sleuths had laid a trap.

��
�� ��
�������

Knowledge and innovative
research, backed by appro-

priate use of technology and
policy decision, was needed for
the country to move forward,
Union minister for Road
Transport and Highways and
MSME Nitin Gadkari said here
on Saturday.

“A lot depends on vision,
technology and knowledge as
it can convert waste into
wealth,” he said while address-
ing the 6th Convocation of the
SOA University here.

Governor, Prof Ganeshi
Lal was the chief guest. The

convocation was also attended
by Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan and

Odisha Minister for Higher
Education Dr Arun Kumar
Sahoo.

SOA Chancellor Prof
Khageswar Pradhan presided
over the function while Vice-

Chancellor Prof Amit Banerjee
presented the report.

Honoris Causa (Doctor of

Science) was presented to Prof
Debiprosad Duari, a distin-
guished scientist in the domain
of astronomy and astrophysics,
who is presently 
Director of the Birla
Planetarium at Kolkata.

Pradhan described the
SOA as a prestigious universi-
ty, saying it has made a mark in
the field of higher education
and research.

Vice-Chancellor Prof
Banerjee said the SOA has
been ranked among the top 25
universities in the country for
two consecutive years of 2018
and 2019 while it had broken
into world rankings by being
placed in the 600 plus catego-
ry by the Times Higher
Education (THE) World
Ranking.
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CUTTACK: Results of the Odisha Civil Services (Main)
Examination-2018 are now out. The Odisha Public Service
Commission (OPSC) released the list of candidates, who have
qualified the test, on Friday.

The list of roll numbers of the qualifiers is available on
the OPSC’s official website www.opsc.gov.in and in its notice
board.

The commission has decided to conduct verification of
original documents of the candidates from November 28 to
December and personality test from December 17 to
December 28 in its office. A detailed programme of the ver-
ification of documents and personality test would be noti-
fied shortly, said an OPSC notice.

Intimation letters of the concerned candidates and attes-
tation and bio-data forms would be uploaded on the web-
site. Candidates are required to download the same and fill
up the details for submission on the day of document ver-
ification.

For further information, candidates are advised to visit
the commission’s website. PNS
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Reiterating the Konark
Cement’s brand philosophy

‘Khusiyon ki Buniyaad’, the
Dalmia Cement (Bharat) Limited
connected with the masses at the
historic Baliyatra in a grand
style. Zonal Sales Manager
Surjayan Mukherjee and Deputy
Executive Director and Plant
Head (KCMW & BCW)
Manoranjan Sahoo inaugurated
the stall at the Baliyatra aiming
to create a platform to share and
promote happiness in the society.

Two personalities Rakesh
Satpathy and Abheepsa Mishra
were felicitated at the event.
Rakesh, who works as a librari-
an in one of the renowned
schools in Cuttack, is known for

his efforts in the field of child
education in slums. 

Abheepsa, pursuing her

Bachelors in Arts, has taken up
to help stray dogs in the city of
Cuttack. 
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When we think about the
border disputes with

neighbouring States, the picture
of Harish Chandra Buxipatra,
a former Minister and also a
former president of the Utkal
Sammilani, comes into our
mind. 

Recently, to solve the bor-
der problems, an Assembly
Committee discussed them
and their possible solutions.
Out of them, the committee
decided to suggest to the Home
Department to set up a police
station in Kotia panchayat of
Koraput district. But after some
days, it was reported that
Andhra Pradesh Government
is also searching a suitable plot
of land to establish their police
station at Kotia. 

This shows that Andhra
Pradesh is not leaving any

chance to have its jurisdiction
in the area.

It is not only the dispute
but other major disputes like
the Polavaram project with
Andhra Pradesh. Similarly, we
have border disputes with West
Bengal, Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand too which are get-
ting more complicated day by
day. Harish Buxipatra had sin-
cerely wanted to solve these
disputes. 

In 1956 when he was a stu-
dent, he fought for Sadheikala
and Kharsuan, which are now
in the territory of Jharkhand.
After Radhanath Rath became
the president of Utkal
Sammilani, he also tried to
merge Sadheikala and
Kharasuan with Odisha.

The Kotia dispute is a
major issue with Andhra
Pradesh, which wants to grab
this area for its rich mineral
deposits. In the year 1962-63,
Andhra Pradesh began raising
the Kotia dispute. 

In protest, the Odisha
Government urged for justice

from the Supreme Court filing
a case on December 1, 1968
when late Rajendra Narayan
Singh Deo was Chief Minister.
The petition stated, “The right,
title and possession over the 21
villages of Kotia Grampunja
and to restrain the Andhra
Pradesh Government to inter-
fere in the possession of
Orissa.” 

After that the Supreme
Court allowed temporary stay
on the area in 1988. But after
the final hearing on March 30,

2006,  the Supreme Court
passed the order and stated,
according to the Article – 131
of the Constitution of India,
that, the SC cannot solve the
disputes of the State boundary.
“It is not within our purview.
The power is with the
Parliament, so it will be decide
in the Parliament,” said the
court. Hence, since that day the
problem is not solved.

The West Bengal
Government is trying to
acquire villages under Bhograi
and Jaleswar blocks in Baleswar
district. Now, Shankamedi vil-
lage, Shahbajipur bus stand
and Udayapur sea beach are
unprotected. In Shankamedi
village, nearly 100 Odia fami-
lies are living and have their
own housing plots as well as
lands for cultivation.

For that village the
Government of Odisha runs
Odia schools and the citizens
are having BPL cards from
Odisha too and also availing all
kinds of facilities from our
Government. But the villagers

of Shankamedi in Baleswar
district don’t have patta (right
of records) for their lands since
1989 settlement. So they are
practically not the owner of
their land; as a result they are
losing  the Government bene-
fits under housing schemes.

In this critical situation,
West-Bengal is taking the
advantages. Similarly, the
Sahabajipur Bus stand and
Udayapur sea shore of Baleswar
district are claimed by West
Bengal.

As the Digha sea shore is
now losing its identity due to
rise in water level, so they are
trying to acquire Udayapur
sea beach which is inside our
territory and highly famous for
red crabs. The Bengal
Government is forcefully
acquiring  Odisha’s road from
Sahabajipur Bus stand to
Udayapur sea shore. It is lifting
sand from our river shores as
well.  

In Chhattisgarh, the major
problem is for Mahanadi river
water. The Government of

Chhattisgarh is distributing
Odisha lands to their landless
citizens. 

More Odia people are now
residing in Chhatishgarh  and
Jhadkhand. Chhattisgarh is
also making an attempt to
acquire Odisha’s  Gajamal hill
by laying railway lines for con-
necting an industrial unit. 

In Jhadkhand, two big
Odia patches namly Sadheikala
and Kharasua are still under
their occupation. We couldn’t
acquire the two villages
till date. In this situation, we

need a leader like Harish
Chandra Buxipatra to solve
the problems. Thus, the
Government should open a
special department under the
name ‘Seema Suraksha Bibhag’
and an Odia officer should be
given the charge of it. The
department needs to be kept
under the purview of the 5T
Department.

(The writer is president,
Utkal Sammilani,
Mancheswar Industrial Estate
Branch, Mob: 993853600)
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Women should allow to fol-
low the tradition and

heritage of the Sabarimala
shrine, BJP Tamil Nadu gener-
al secretary Vanathi Srinivasan
said Saturday.

They should realise this
and allow to maintain the sanc-
tity of  the temple, Vanathi told
reporters here to a question on
the Supreme  Court verdict in
the Ayyappa temple issue.

Endorsing Tamil Nadu
Chief minister K Palaniswami’s
view on actor Rajnikanth that
he was not a political leader, she
said that it was for him to 
decide whether to join BJP or
not.

However, there is a politi-
cal vaccum in Tamil Nadu
after the death of M
Karunanidhi and J Jayalalithaa,
she said. Vanathi, who received
the applications from party
workers for the local body
elections, said the BJP has 
gained new strength in the
State. Expressing deep sorrow
over the suicide of IITM stu-
dent Fathima  Latheef, the BJP
leader said the educational
institutions should prepare the
students mentally also, not
only physically.  Vanathi also
sought adequate compensa-
tion for Rajeswari who was run
over by a lorry, while trying to
avoid a leaning flagpole in the
city.
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Arunachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Pema Khandu on

Saturday welcomed the Centre’s
initiative to solve the decades-
old Naga problem and cate-
gorically stated that there will
be no compromise on the ter-
ritorial integrity of the state.

The Arunachal Pradesh
government will make clear its
stand on the Naga peace
process to the Centre when
called for discussion, he said.
Welcoming the Centres initia-
tive, Khandu said New Delhi is
serious to solve the issue once
for all.

We will soon call an all-
party meeting to discuss the
issue besides taking the view of
other stakeholders. We will

submit our decision to the
Centre before a framework
agreement is signed, the chief
minister said while addressing
the National Press Day cele-
bration here. We are clear in
our stand and we want that
Naga peace process should not
affect the state at any cost, he
said.

The central gov-
ernment has already
rejected terrorist out-
fit NSCN-IM’s
demand for unifica-
tion of Naga inhabit-
ed areas in Manipur,
Arunachal Pradesh
and Assam.

All the three
northeastern States
have vehemently
opposed it.

The union home
ministry had said in a state-
ment that before any  settle-
ment is arrived at with Naga
groups, all stakeholders,
including the States of Assam,
Manipur and Arunachal
Pradesh will be duly consulted
and their concerns 
will be taken into considera-
tion.
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From Pag e 1 
The two-page booklet

“Aama Bapuji: Eka Jhalaka”
(Our Bapuji: A Glimpse) pre-
sents a brief account of Gandhi’s
teachings, works and his links
with Odisha. 

The booklet stated that he
“died due to accidental reasons
in a sudden sequence of 
events on
January 30, 1948 at Delhi’s Birla
House”.

Following the Minister’s
statement, Congress Legislature
Party Leader Narasingha
Mishra pointed out t
hat the statement would have
been made by the Chief
Minister as he was the
Chairman of the “Mahatma
Gandhi’s 150th Year

Birthday Celebration
Committee.”

“Yesterday, I had demand-
ed that the Chief Minister
should tender an apology if the
misleading message was unin-
tentional and I had demanded
his resignation if the mistake
was committed knowingly,” said
Mishra.

However, the Speaker asked
him not to hold further discus-
sions as a statement has already
been made by a Minister as per
the Rules of Business of the
House.
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Reliance Communications chairman
Anil Ambani  and four other direc-

tors have resigned from the company,
which is going through insolvency
process, according to a regulatory
filing.

The chief financial officer of the
debt-ridden company, Manikantan V, too
has resigned, the filing said.

“Anil D Ambani, Chhaya Virani,
Manjari Kacker have tendered their
resignation as Director of Company on
November 15th, 2019,” the filing said.

Ryna Karani and Suresh Rangachar
tendered their resignations on November
14 and November 13, 2019, respective-
ly. The development comes a day after
RCom posted a consolidated loss of
�30,142 crore for July-September 2019
due to provisioning for liabilities 
after the Supreme Court ruling on
statutory dues.

This was the second highest loss
posted by any Indian corporate till date.

Ambani was once in the world’s top
ten rich persons list but now the com-
pany is struggling to even sell assets for
the recovery of dues.
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The Congress on Saturday
announced that its dis-

trict-level and State-level agi-
tations against the Centre’s
“anti-people policies” would
culminate in a “massive rally”
at Ramlila Maidan on
November 30. It also hit out at
the Government over a BJP
Minister’s remark that econo-
my is doing fine with people
getting married and trains
full, saying that such state-
ments were being made in a
planned manner to divert
attention from reality. 

The Congress held a meet-
ing of its general secretaries,
chiefs of it frontal organisa-
tions’, department heads, State
unit chiefs and Congress
Legislative Party leaders on
Saturday. “The meeting was
called to discuss the agitation
programme... Against the
Central Government’s anti-
people policies, especially eco-
nomic slowdown, farmers dis-
tress, huge unemployment and
other issues,” Congress
General Secretary KC
Venugopal said.

He said that the party has
decided to hold a mega rally
against the anti-people policies
of the Central government on
November 30 in Delhi’s
Ramlila Maidan. The meeting
has decided to name it as
‘Bharat Bachao Rally’ because
people are suffering very much. 

Venugopal said that the
party has planned to hold agi-

tations in various parts of the
country from November 5 to
15, during which it would
take out protests to highlight
the failures of the BJP-led
Government. “We decided
that the agitations at district
and state levels will be com-
pleted before November 25,”
he said. 

The Congress also lashed
out at the Government Union
Minister Suresh Angadi’s state-
ment on Friday dismissing
the Opposition’s criticism over
the state of economy, asserting
that “airports and  trains are
full and people are getting
married” and this indicates
that the country’s economy is
“doing fine”.

Noting that the economy
slows down every three years
but it will pick up soon, the
minister of state for railways
said “some people” were trying

to malign the image of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Hitting out at the minis-
ter’s remarks, Congress’ chief
spokesperson  Randeep
Surjewala in a tweet said that
it seems such bizarre state-
ments  are made or are
prompted to be made in a
planned manner to divert
attention from the reality and
prevailing circumstances.

“Airports are full, trains are
full, people are getting married.
Some people are doing this for
nothing else but to malign the
image of Narendra Modi,”
Angadi had told reporters dur-
ing an inspection of the soon
to be commissioned Tunda
Khurja eastern dedicated
freight corridor.

“Every three years there is
fall in demand in economy. It
is a cycle. Then the economy
picks up also,” he had said.
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The Centre’s initiative to pro-
cure apples in Kashmir

through cooperative Nafed has
“failed miserably” as only 0.01
per cent (1.36 lakh boxes) of 11
crore boxes has been purchased
directly from growers so far.

Returning from a field visit
to the valley, the All India Kisan
Sangharsh Coordination
Committee (AIKSCC) demand-
ed that the Centre should pro-
vide compensation to apple and
other horticulture crops grow-
ers in Kashmir who have
incurred losses due to unsea-
sonal heavy snowfall as well as
from lack of transport and cold
storage assistance due to the
political turmoil in the newly
formed union territory.

The Centre decided to pro-
cure apples in the region in the
wake of terrorists threatening
some apple growers not to sell
their produce in the market fol-
lowing abrogation of the special

status given to Jammu and
Kashmir under Article 370 and
bifurcation of the state into two
Union Territories.

“The Government autho-
rised Nafed to carry-out pro-
curement but this operation
failed miserably. Lack of expe-
rience and infrastructure meant
that Nafed has procured 0.01 per
cent of the estimated produce
(1.36 lakh boxes out of more

than 11 crore boxes),” the
AIKSCC said in a statement.

Farmers have complained
that the Nafed procurement
had disruptive effect since it has
sold apple in the sale market at
lower prices that brought down
the wholesale apple prices in the
procurement market, it noted.

Kashmir produces 75 per
cent of the country’s total apple
production and the horticulture

industry of Kashmir has a
turnover of Rs 10,000 crore
annually.

“If 70 per cent loss (as is
being claimed by the growers
and representatives of com-
merce and industry) is true, then
this will devastate the livelihood
of the people of Kashmir for
years to come,” the farmers’
body said.

Highlighting the plight of

farmers, the AIKSCC said its
delegation which visited the
valley witnessed extensive dam-
age to the apple crop in the val-
ley due to untimely and heavy
snowfall, it said and added
growers were unable to move
out and harvest the crop and
store it because of heavy snow
fall. The impact on saffron crop
was much worse and yields are
expected to remain lower this
year.

Besides heavy snowfall, the
farmers body said crops like
pear, cherry and grapes which
were harvested in August were
stranded due to complete shut-
down in the valley and could not
be marketed, leading to near
total loss for the farmers.

Apple harvesting was to
begin in September but was
delayed as farmers could not go
out for picking. Once harvesting
began, non-availability of tele-
phones for first 60 days and non-
access to internet even now
meant that the communication

between apple growers, trans-
porters and traders was snapped,
causing a disruption in the
demand-supply chain, it said.

Further, farmers could not
bring apples to the procurement
markets since trucks were not
allowed to go to the villages and
farmers were forced to bring
their produce to the Highways.
This caused delays, inconve-
nience and additional costs, it
added.

As a result, transport cost
almost doubled due to prevail-
ing security threat and unavail-
ability of trucks. Frequent trans-
port blockades and closure of
highways resulted in further
delays and loss of quantity and
quality of apples during trans-
portation, the AIKSCC noted.

AIKSCC, a nationwide plat-
form of 250 farmers’ organisa-
tions, urged the government to
assess the actual loss and provide
relief to apple growers as well as
growers of saffron, pear, grape,
cherry and sheep breeders.
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Ahead of Parliament’s
Winter Session, Lok Sabha

Speaker Om Birla on Saturday
appealed to all political parties
for cooperation for ensuring
smooth functioning of the
House and add to the legisla-
tive productivity of the session.

After an all-party meeting,
which was also attended by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the Speaker said floor
leaders of different parties
mentioned various issues that
they wished to be discussed
during the Winter Session,
beginning November 18. “I
told them that after discussing
these issues in the business
advisory committee, we will try
to take up as many as possible,”
he said.

“I appealed to floor leaders
of all parties for their cooper-
ation in smooth functioning of
the House. As the House is
answerable to the people and I
hope parties will raise issues of
public interest. There should be
debate in the House, and for
that it should function,” he

added.
There will be 20 sittings in

this session.
Birla said, “All parties

have assured me that the ses-

sion will be smooth and will be
as fruitful as the first session of
the 17th Lok Sabha.” After the
all-party meeting, TMC MP
Sudip Bandyopadhyay told

reporters that he raised the
matter of the West Bengal
Governor running a “parallel
administration”, which should-
n’t be allowed to function.

“Issues of unemployment
and economic conditions
should be discussed.
Opposition should be given
space,” he said.

BSP leader Kunwar
Danish Ali said the House
should discuss the issue of air
pollution in north India,
including Uttar Pradesh

The session, beginning
Monday, is taking place in the
backdrop of a spate of Supreme
Court decisions on key issues,

including Ram temple and
Rafale deal as also major deci-
sion of the government to do
away with the autonomy pro-
vision of article 370 relating to
Jammu and Kashmir and hence
expected to figure prominent-
ly in the month-long proceed-
ings of the two houses. 

Besides, Constitutional
amendment bill for Citizenship,
the other key bills which may
be tabled during the session
include regularisation of 1728
unauthorised colonies in Delhi.
Government will also bring
bills to replace two ordinances
on corporate tax rate cuts and
ban on e-cigarettes.
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Amajor tragedy was averted
on Saturday as the pilot of

an Indian Navy MIG trainer
aircraft that crashed pointed
the plane away from populat-
ed areas. 

Both the pilots ejected safe-
ly, said Indian Navy Flag
Officer, Goa, Rear Admiral
Philipose George Pynumootil.

The officer said the aircraft
was on a regular training sor-
tie when the incident occurred.

A villager said the aircraft
crashed on a rocky plateau on
the outskirts of Verna, 15 kms
from the state capital, around
noon.  The wreckage of the air-
craft lay strewn in one-km

area, he said.
The aircraft is attached to

INS Hansa located near
Dabolim in Goa.

Taking to Twitter, the
Indian Navy spokesperson said,
“During a training mission,
after take-off from INS Hansa
at Dabolim a MIG29K trainer
aircraft suffered an engine fire.
The pilots Capt M Sheokhand
and Lt Cdr Deepak Yadav
ejected safely”.

The pilots were provided
first-aid and shifted to hospi-
tal in Vasco.

The Indian Navy and the
Goa Police have cordoned off
the site of the mishap and are
in the process of clearing the
wreckage.
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Aday after an official survey
reportedly pointed to a fall

in consumer spending for the
first time in four decades in
2017-18, the Congress on
Saturday said there is a percep-
tion that the Government is
leading the country towards a
“starvation-like situation”. 

On Friday morning, a
media report cited the latest
consumption expenditure sur-
vey by the National Statistical
Office (NSO) to claim that con-
sumer spending fell for the first
time in more than four decades
in 2017-18, primarily driven by
slackening rural demand.

On Friday evening, the
Statistics and Programme
Implementation Ministry said it

has decided to not release the
Consumer Expenditure Survey
results of 2017-18 due to “data
quality” issues.

“Can you cover up onset of
poverty and penury by hiding
data, Mr Modi? You should have
come forward, released the data
and told the nation, these are the
steps we propose to take, but
this government only seeks to
hide employment data, farmer’s
suicide data, poverty data, slow-
down data, consumption data,
export and import slow-down
data,” Congress general secre-
tary (organisation) KC
Venugopal said.

“Hiding data is not a solu-
tion, finding a solution is the
way forward, but, the govern-
ment refuses to do so,” he
added.
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Armed with the Supreme
Court’s clean chit to the

Modi Government on the
Rafale deal, the BJP on
Saturday held countrywide
protests against the Congress,
demanding an apology from
its leader Rahul Gandhi for
making “baseless” allegations.

The BJP said in a state-
ment that its workers held
protests in district headquar-
ters across the country while its
national general secretary
Arun Singh led the stir in
Bhubaneswar, Maharashtra
party chief Chandrakant Patil
in Mumbai and Bihar unit
president Sanjay Jaiswal in
Patna, among other places.

It also organised demon-
strations in Lucknow,

Chandigarh, Shimla, Jaipur,
Varanasi and
Thiruvananthapuram, the
statement said.

The BJP has also referred
to the Supreme Court’s deci-

sion to let off Gandhi in a con-
tempt case for attributing false
remarks to it after he tendered
an apology. The party
demanded that he also offer an
apology to the country.
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Vice President M Venkaiah
Naidu on Saturday said

political parties and business
groups are promoting their
vested interests and compro-
mising the values of journalism
by starting their own newspa-
pers.

Highlighting the perils of
fake news, he said may be it is
time for media bodies to come
up with a code of conduct for
journalists.

Naidu was speaking at an
event organised by the Press
Council of India to observe the
National Press Day and confer
National Awards for Excellence
in Journalism. Union Minister
for Information and
Broadcasting Prakash
Javadekar also attended the
event.

With business groups and
even political parties setting up
newspapers and TV channels
to further their interests, the
core values of journalism are
getting eroded, the vice presi-
dent said.

He stressed that if a news-
paper is run by a political party,
it should clearly mention so.

“Political parties and politi-
cians started their own news-
papers. They are called news-
papers but they should be
(called) newsletters.

“That is an undesirable
trend that has crept into our
system. To protect and promote
your business interest, to paint
your rivals in a negative man-
ner, you are using it (media),”
he said.

Naidu also urged journal-
ists to exercise caution in the
time of sensationalism.

“Sensationalism has
become order of the day, sen-
sational news means senseless
news,” he said.

The cardinal principle of
journalism is to present fair,
objective, accurate and bal-
anced information to the read-
ers and viewers without jour-
nalists assuming the role of
gatekeepers, he said.

Instead of giving expres-
sion to the popular feeling,
some newspapers these days
are giving expression to
coloured and partisan views, he
added.

Naidu said times have
changed in such a way that one
has to now read a minimum of
four to five major newspapers
to get a complete sense of the
current developments.

“Same is the case with the
news channels. Earlier, that
was not the case,” he remarked.

Stressing on the
need to maintain objectivity,
fairness and accuracy, the vice
president said neutrality and
sanctity of newsrooms should
be upheld at all times.

“This has become all the

more critical in the present
times after the advent of the
‘fake news’ phenomenon and
the huge impact social media
is creating.

“With the electronic and
social media providing news by
the minute with alerts and flash-
es on smartphones, journalists
will have to exercise greater
caution and guard against ‘fake
news’, disinformation and mis-
information,” he said.

Sensationalism, biased
coverage and paid news have
become the modern-day afflic-
tions of the media, he said.

Javadekar said fake news is
a bigger crisis than paid
news.”This is the day for the
press to understand its freedom
as well as its responsibility.
Today there is a crisis of fake
news more than paid news,” he
said.

“A fake news was circulat-
ed about child-lifters and it
claimed 20 lives. When there is
discussion about lynching, only
one lynching is talked about
but these 20 people also died
due to lynching. That is not
talked about,” he said. 
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The BJP on Saturday hit out
at the Congress alleging

that family and commerce run
hand-in-hand and are inte-
grally linked for the party after
the Income Tax Appellate
Tribunal rejected Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi’s plea to
consider Young Indian (YI) as
a charitable institution. 

Briefing media, Union
Minister and senior party
leader Ravi Shankar Prasad
said that �90 crores were given
to the National Herald paper
and Government properties
worth �2,000 crores were
handed to the Associated
Journals Limited which used to
run the paper, even after the
newspaper ceased operations in
2008.

Prasad said, in 2010, Young
India Limited was formed and
was exempted from Income
Tax in the name of a charitable
trust. He alleged the Congress
has hidden the facts for tax
exemption. “There is a judicial
affirmation...That family and

commerce go hand in hand
and you (family) invoke dubi-
ous methods for enrichment,”
he added.

The Law Minister said, the
BJP condemns this palpable,
dubious transaction of undue
enrichment which is corrup-
tion.

There was no immediate
reaction from the Congress
but it has earlier rejected a sim-
ilar charge by the BJP and
termed the probe as a case of
political vendetta. 

Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi and
others have been accused of
paying just �50 lakh through
which YI, a not-for-profit
organisation, had obtained the
right to recover �90.25 crore
that the AJL owed to the

Congress.
In July last year, the Income

Tax department asked the YI to
pay tax of around �145 crore.
“In �50 lakh, you became the
owner of property worth
�2,000 crore. What kind of
model is this? This should be
investigated,” Prasad said.

“When BJP used to discuss
Robert Vadra and his doings
earlier, it used to say that there
are various models of develop-
ment - one of it is Vadra model
of development,” Prasad said.

“Under it (Vadra model of
development), you invest �20-
�25 lakh, and you become the
owner of big real estate prop-
erties in Gurgaon,” he said.
The minister said that after
Vadra model of development,
he used to think that a new
model of development would
not come.

“But this (Young Indian
matter) is family model of
development. Pariwar model of
development. Invest �50 lakh
and become the owner of prop-
erty worth �2,000 crore,”
Prasad said.
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Delhi’s air pollution has
made the foreign diplo-

mats also worried.
Dean of the Diplomatic

Corps Ambassador Hans
Dannenberg Castellanos has
expressed concern over the
poor air quality in Delhi and
said the odd-even road
rationing scheme is a good
start, but working closely with
farmers in Punjab on the issue
of crop residue burning should
also be strongly considered.

Delhi was blanketed by a
thick smog for four consecutive
days till Friday as unfavourable
weather hampered dispersion
of pollutants. 

The national Capital wit-
nessed a dip in pollution levels
on Saturday morning even as

the air quality in the city
remained in the “severe” cate-
gory.

Amid the pollution crisis,
the Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps in India, Ambassador
Castellanos of Dominican
Republic, expressed concern
over the air quality in Delhi.

“It (pollution) affects all of
us. And it does not have a
diplomatic solution nor is the
MEA the responsible one to
solve it. This is a problem of
major proportions to be
solved by city and federal
government, not the MEA
(Ministry of External Affairs).
The odd-even scheme is a
good start, but working close-
ly with the farmers in Punjab
on the issue of burning crops
should also be strongly con-
sidered,” he said.
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Singapore: A senior Singapore
Minister has expressed hope
that outstanding issues with
India can be overcome by other
countries to get the large South
Asian market into the Regional
Comprehensive Economic

Partnership (RCEP).
“We hope that India and

the other 15 countries can
overcome the outstanding
issues so that India can come
on board eventually. We look
forward to the region, includ-

ing India, moving ahead
together as one,” Singapore’s
Senior Minister and
Coordinating Minister for
National Security, Teo Chee
Hean, said on Saturday.

PTI

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court’s judgement in the Essar
Steel case  would bring cer-
tainty to the resolution process
in India at par with the global
practices, industry body Ficci
said on Saturday.

The Supreme Court on
Friday set aside an NCLAT
order which gave equal rights
to the secured and unsecured
creditors during the insolven-
cy proceedings of debt-ridden
Essar Steel, clearing the decks
for its takeover by Lakshmi
Mittal-led ArcelorMittal.

“At a time when there is
high level of interest among
foreign investors, the judg-
ment would bring certainty to
resolution process, in line with
global practices and help India
retain its status of preferred
investment destination,” Ficci
President Sandip Somany said
in a statement. Upholding of
the doctrine that financial cred-
itors will rank ahead of opera-
tional creditors bodes well for
the Indian banking industry as
well as potential foreign
investors, he added. The indus-
try body also welcomed the
court order that the commer-
cial decisions of the Committee
of Creditors (CoC) will not be
open to judicial review. PTI
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The country’s GDP growth is
likely to decline to 4.9 per

cent in the second quarter of
this fiscal due to sustained
slowdown in virtually all the
sectors, economic think-tank
National Council of Applied
Economic Research (NCAER)
said on Saturday. India’s econ-
omy grew at 5 per cent in the
first quarter of 2019-20 — the
slowest pace in over six years.

For the full fiscal 2019-20,
the Delhi-based National
Council of Applied Economic
Research (NCAER) has pegged
GDP growth at 4.9 per cent as
against 6.8 per cent in 2018-19.
Going forward, NCAER said
the monetary policy measures
are unlikely to revive growth at
this juncture and suggested
providing fiscal stimulus, which
too can be challenging unless it
can be financed through better
revenue generation.

“Whether the growth decel-

eration may be bottoming out or
not, we will know in next two
weeks based on the Q2 growth
figures of the Government.
However, the current poor
growth is mainly due to a
demand problem. It can be
addressed through fiscal mea-
sures,” NCAER Distinguished
Fellow Sudipto Mundle told PTI
on the sidelines of its event on
‘Mid-year review of the econo-
my’. Emphasising that the focus
should be on fiscal measures,
Mundle said there is a need to
pump up expenditure without
pushing up the fiscal deficit.

There are ways of doing it,
he said, adding, “We have a bold
leader. There is a huge fiscal
space which has not been used.
It is myth that some say there is
no fiscal space.” Mundle said
revenue foregone is 5 per cent
of the country’s GDP and about
1.5 per cent of GDP is locked up
as excess appropriation of the
budget which has not been
spent, he said.
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The Government is working
on two policies to increase

MSME exports and bring down
imports by encouraging local
production, Union MSME and
Road Transport Minister Nitin
Gadkari said on Saturday. 

While addressing the gath-
ering at Small Micro Enterprise
(SME) conference at Nagpur,
Gadkari mentioned that the

MSME sector has 29 per cent
contribution in country’s
growth and 48 per cent of
export is done through
MSMEs. Similarly, about 10-11
crore jobs have been created in
MSMEs.

“The Government is work-
ing on two policies.Firstly on
the industries which are into
export business — how to sup-
port and increase their export,”
the minister said.

The leather industry has a
total turnover of �1,40,000
crore of which �80,000 crore to
�90,000 crore is domestic and
around �45,000-50,000 crore is
from export.

“I have suggested them on
working on modernisation,
upgradation, product designing
and how to reduce the cost of
production and improve qual-
ity, so that our share increases
in the international market. We

are working on a policy on how
to strenghten export business,”
Gadkari said.

He added secondly, the
government is working on pol-
icy to increase indigenous pro-
duction of products that are
being imported. “The products
that being particularly import-
ed should get manufactured in
the country itself. We are in
talks with the commerce min-
istry on these two policies and

it is in the final stages,” said
Gadkari. Gadkari emphasized
on three important factors  —
reducing capital cost, power
cost and logistic cost — to
become competitive in inter-
national market and 
these factors have also been dis-
cussed while making the new
policy. 

Gadkari also spoke about
contribution of MSMEs in the
defence sector.

���"	��	��	=���	*�*�	�?=����/	���"��� 8��������������	��	����������������2	�����	���1')"/���	�������#�	

0����/ �'��������	�)����
���������,��	��������	�-���
���������	����������	���	�
��������,������������


 ��	����	@A	���
!�����	$�������	��	BCDE

New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Saturday held meeting with
chartered accountants, traders
and other stakeholders as part
of efforts to further simplify
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
forms and make the filling
process more user friendly.

To highlight the problems
faced by GST filers, the stake-
holders attempted to file specific
returns on a real-time basis in
the meeting and tried to show
where they are facing difficul-
ties. The Finance Minister
assured stakeholders that their
suggestions on simplification of
GST filing will be implement-
ed soon, Revenue Secretary
Ajay Bhushan Pandey said after
the meeting. New GST return
is available on the portal for
trial and consultations will be
held all across the country on
December 7 to get feedback on
the new system, he said.
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President Donald Trump on
Friday dubbed the

impeachment proceedings
against him as a “double stan-
dard never seen” in US histo-
ry as former US Ambassador to
Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch
deposed before a Democrats-
controlled Congressional panel
on the second day of public
hearings against him.

“A double standard like
never seen before in the histo-
ry of our Country?” Trump
tweeted as Democrat lawmak-
er members of the House
Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence grilled
Yovanovitch on president’s
interaction with Ukrainians.

Ahead of the hearing,
Trump also released transcripts
of his first phone to Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
after his electoral victory, which,
the US president said, is reflec-
tive of his stand that he has
done no wrong.

Yovanovitch deposed before
the committee about the big
“threat” she felt on suddenly hav-
ing been sacked from the
ambassadorial position and after
coming to know how the pres-
ident had denounced her in his
July phone call with Zelenskyy

“I would say when you go
into a meeting with somebody
and they ask, are you going to
be leaving, that is concerning.
So that probably —I don’t
know exactly when that start-
ed happening — but (it was) in
that timeframe,” the former US
envoy to Ukraine said.

During the hearing, she said
Trump’s tweet about her diplo-
matic performance is very intim-
idating.”I can’t speak to what the
president is trying to do, but I
think the effect is to be intimi-
dating,” she said when she was
shown the presidential tweet.

“Everywhere Marie
Yovanovitch went turned bad.
She started off in Somalia,
how did that go? Then fast for-
ward to Ukraine, where the
new Ukrainian president spoke
unfavorably about her in my
second phone call with him. It
is a US President’s absolute
right to appoint ambassadors,”
Trump asserted.

�#�F�/	����.�	��������
��<��	����	��	F�	������; Washington: The White House

on Friday said “zero evidence”
of any wrongdoing by President
Donald Trump was presented
at the impeachment hearing by
a Congressional panel, assert-
ing that the former US envoy
to Ukraine deposed she was
unaware of any criminal 
activity involving the 
President.

“The second public hearing
of Speaker Pelosi and
Congressman Schiff ’s
impeachment charade was as
useless and inconsequential as
the first. Zero evidence of any
wrongdoing by the President
was presented,” White House
Press Secretary Stephanie
Grisham said after the conclu-
sion of the second public hear-
ing on impeachment against 
Trump.

Former US Ambassador
to Ukraine Marie Yovanovitch
testified before the House
Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence as part
of the House-initiated
impeachment hearing against
Trump.

Referring to her testimony,
Grisham said Yovanovitch
deposed under oath that she
was unaware of any criminal
activity involving President
Trump.

“She was not on the July 25
phone call and had no knowl-
edge about the pause on aid to

Ukraine. It is difficult to 
imagine a greater waste of time
than today’s hearing, and yet 
unfortunately, we expect more
of the same partisan 
political theater next week
from House Democrats,”
Grisham said.

On Friday, Yovanovitch
was the third witness to appear
before the House Committee
headed by Congressman Adam
Schiff in the Democrat’s
impeachment against 
Trump.

The public hearing of the
probe kicked off on Wednesday
as William Taylor, the acting
ambassador to Ukraine and
George Kent, the deputy 
assistant secretary of State for
European and Eurasian affairs,
testified for more than five
hours before the House
Permanent Select Committee
on Intelligence.

Yovanovitch told lawmak-
ers that she advocated the US
position that the rule of law
should prevail, and Ukrainian
law enforcement prosecutors
and judges should stop wield-
ing their power selectively as a
political weapon against their
adversaries and start dealing
with all consistently and
according to law.

“Untrue are unsourced
allegations that I told uniden-
tified embassy employees or
Ukrainian officials that

President’s Trump’s orders
should be ignored because he
was going to be impeached or
for any other reason. I did not
and I would not say such a
thing. Such statements would
be inconsistent with my train-
ing as a foreign service officer
and my role as an 
ambassador,” she said.

The previous Obama
administration, she said, did
not ask her to help the Clinton
campaign or harm the Trump
campaign, she said.

“Nor had I taken any such
steps if they had. Partisanship
of this type is not 
compatible with the role of a
career foreign service officer,”
she said.

The former diplomat said
she never met Hunter Biden,
the son of former Vice
President Joe Biden, nor she
had any direct or indirect con-
versations with him.

“And although I have met
former Vice President Biden
several times over the course of
our many years in govern-
ment service, neither he nor the
previous administration ever
raised the issue of either
Burisma or Hunter Biden with
me,” she said.

Responding to questions,
Yovanovitch said fighting 
corruption in Ukraine was a
key element of 
US policy. PTI

Washington: A State
Department official told
impeachment investigators
Friday that he overheard
President Donald Trump talk-
ing with a US ambassador
about “investigations” in
Ukraine, according to people
familiar with the testimony.

David Holmes, the politi-
cal counsel at the U.S. Embassy
in Ukraine, said Trump was
talking so loudly that
Ambassador Gordon Sondland
had to hold the phone from his
ear.

Holmes said that allowed
others at a restaurant in Kyiv to
overhear the call that’s now part
of the impeachment inquiry,
according to one of the people,
who were unauthorized to pub-
licly discuss the testimony and
were granted anonymity.

The conversation at the
Kyiv restaurant came the day
after Trump’s July 25 phone call
with newly elected Ukraine
President Volodymy 

Zelenskiy, in which the
US. President pressed his coun-
terpart to investigate
Democrats and 2020 rival Joe
Biden. A whistleblower’s com-
plaint about that call sparked
the impeachment inquiry.

Sondland opened the July
26 conversation by telling
Trump that the Zelenskiy
“loves your ass.” Trump
responded, “So, he’s gonna do
the investigation?” “He’s gonna
do it,” Sondland replied.

The Associated Press has
viewed key excerpts of Holmes’
10-page statement and a person
familiar with the document
confirmed its authenticity. The
remarks were first obtained by
CNN.

Holmes, a career foreign
service officer, told investiga-
tors he did not seek the oppor-
tunity to testify. Like others in
the inquiry, he was issued a
subpoena to appear. He spent
nearly seven hours with law-
makers.

Rep Ted Lieu, D-Calif, said
Holmes is a key witness to the
impeachment investigation
because he heard directly from
Trump. That counters
Republican complaints that the
inquiry is based on hearsay
from other officials testifying.

“He has firsthand knowl-
edge of the conversation
between Ambassador Sondland
and the president of the United
States,” Lieu said. “He overheard
the conversation.” AP

Hong Kong: Hong Kong pro-
democracy protesters defied a
warning by China’s President
Xi Jinping and took to the
streets again Friday, as the
political turmoil seeped out to
London, where a territorial
minister was confronted by
masked demonstrators.

Protests have swept Hong
Kong since June as many in the
city of 7.5 million people have
vented fury at eroding free-
doms under Chinese rule.

Violence has escalated, and
tensions have spread overseas,
sparking friction between
China and Britain, which gov-
erned Hong Kong until 1997.

Hong Kong Justice
Secretary Teresa Cheng fell in
London Thursday after being
surrounded by pro-democracy
protesters, in the most physical
confrontation involving a min-
ister since the unrest
began.Cheng walked away
without signs of injury, but
Beijing slammed the incident

as an “appalling attack” and
accused Britain of fuelling the
protest movement. Police in
London said they were inves-
tigating.

Former colonial power
Britain has urged Beijing and
Hong Kong to seek a political
solution to the crisis and has
condemned escalating violence
on both sides.

In Beijing, Chinese for-
eign ministry spokesman Geng
Shuang said if Britain “contin-
ues to add fuel to the fire...

Then it will bring calamity on
itself.”

Thousands of mainly office
workers took to the streets of
the Chinese territory, many
chanting “Stand with Hong
Kong” and raising an open
hand with five fingers splayed
— a reference to the five 
protester demands which
include the right to freely elect
Hong Kong’s leaders and an
independent inquiry into
alleged police 
brutality. AFP

Hong Kong: A clean-up began
across Hong Kong Saturday
with pro-government groups
removing bricks and debris
from roads after a week of
widespread disruption and vio-
lence as pro-democracy pro-
testers changed tactics to sink
the city deeper into chaos.

Their “Blossom
Everywhere” campaign of road-
blocks, vandalism and protest
across the semi-autonomous
financial hub shut down large
chunks of the train network,
forced schools and shopping
malls to close and stretched
police resources.

The tactic blocked major
intersections and highways
with barricades made from
bricks, furniture, bins and steel
barriers, while university cam-
puses became bases for stock-
piling petrol bombs and sup-
plies.

On Saturday, hundreds of
Government supporters began
knocking down improvised
walls concreted into the road by

pro-democracy protesters,
whose demonstrations have
rocked Hong Kong for more
than five months. AFP

Gaza City: Israel targeted
Hamas in strikes on Gaza early
Saturday after rockets were
fired towards it from the
Palestinian enclave, the army
said, two days after a fragile
ceasefire began.

Hamas, the Islamist move-
ment that has de facto control
over the Gaza Strip, had been
spared the brunt of Israeli
bombardment during this
week’s flare-up which focused
on its hardline ally Islamc
Jihad.

A ceasefire has been in
place since Thursday morning
following the wave of tit-of-tat
air strikes and rocket fire
between Israel and Islamic
Jihad — the territory’s second
most powerful militant group.

The Israeli military said
Saturday it hit the ruling
Hamas in the Gaza Strip, where
AFP journalists saw the Israeli
strikes.

The army said it launched
the strikes after “two rockets
were fired from the Gaza Strip
towards Israeli territory” and
were intercepted by air
defences. Palestinian security
sources said the Israeli strikes
were aimed at two Hamas sites
in the north of the territory.

“Among the sites targeted
was a military camp of the
Hamas terror organisation and
a military compound used by
the Hamas naval forces,” an
army statement said.

“In addition an 
underground terror 
infrastructure was also 
targeted.” AFP

Sacaba (Bolivia): Bolivia’s
political crisis turned deadly
after security forces opened fire
on supporters of Evo Morales
in a central town, killing at least
five people, injuring dozens
and threatening the interim
government’s efforts to restore
stability following the resigna-
tion of the former president in
an election dispute.

Most of the dead and
injured Friday in Sacaba near
the city of Cochabamba suf-
fered bullet wounds,
Guadalberto Lara, director of
the town’s Mexico Hospital,
told The Associated Press. He
called it the worst violence
he’s seen in his 30-year career.

Angry demonstrators and
relatives of the victims gathered
at the site of the shootings,
chanting: “Civil war, now!”

Morales, who was granted asy-
lum in Mexico after his resig-
nation Sunday, said on Twitter
that a “massacre” had occurred
and he described Bolivia’s
Government led by interim
President Jeanine Áñez as a 
dictatorship. AP

Colombo: Sri Lankans voted
Saturday to choose a new pres-
ident amid multiple poll-relat-
ed incidents, including an
attack on the minority Muslim
voters, in an election that will
decide the future of the coun-
try that struggles with securi-
ty challenges after the Easter
Sunday bombings and increas-
ing political polarisation.

A record 35 candidates are
vying for the top post at the
election with the main con-
tenders being former wartime
defence secretary Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, 70, and the ruling
party candidate Sajith
Premadasa, 52. Anura Kumara
Dissanayake from the National
People’s Power (NPP) coalition
is also a strong candidate.

Polls opened at 7 am local
time and would close at 5 pm
with some 12,845 polling sta-
tions being set up throughout

the country for 15.9 million
voters, who will choose a suc-
cessor to President Maithripala
Sirisina.

This election will make
record as the election with the
largest number of polling sta-
tions and the longest 26-inch
ballot paper.

The counting will start
soon after the end of voting.
The first results are expected
after mid night, officials said.
The final results will come on
Monday.

The election is taking place
nearly seven months after
homegrown radicals pledging
loyalty to the Islamic State ter-
ror group detonated suicide
bombs at three churches and
three posh hotels, killing 269
people, seriously hitting the
tourism industry, one of the
main forex earning sectors of
the country. PTI
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Washington: Amid the ongo-
ing impeachment hearings
against him by a Democrats-
dominated Congressional
panel, US President Donald
Trump has asserted that he has
the right to speak and the
freedom of speech.

Trump made the assertion
while accusing the opposition
Democratic party of denying the
Republicans the due process in
the House-initiated impeach-
ment proceedings against him. 

In the history of our coun-
try, there has never been a dis-
grace like what’s going on right
now. So, you know what, I have
the right to speak. I have the free-
dom of speech just as other peo-
ple do have. But they
(Democrats) have taken away the
Republicans rights (to ask ques-
tions),” Trump told reporters in
a media interaction at the White
House. PTI
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Hong Kong : Government sup-
porters took to the streets of
downtown Hong Kong on
Saturday after a chaotic 
working week saw hardcore 
pro-democracy activists cause
widespread disruption 
in the city and 
stretch police resources.

A “Blossom Everywhere”
campaign of roadblocks and
vandalism across the 
semi-autonomous financial
hub shut down large chunks of
the train network and forced
schools and shopping malls to
close. 

Students and protesters
occupied several major 
universities around the 
city. AFP
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Beijing: China on Saturday
deployed its troops in Hong
Kong for the first time since
the unprecedented pro-
democracy protests began in
the former British colony
more than five months ago
over a proposed extradition
law, with soldiers in plain
clothes clearing the road-
blocks.

Soldiers from the Hong
Kong Garrison of People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) —
the world’s largest military —
have been deployed for the
first time in more than five
months of civil unrest in Hong
Kong. PTI
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Colombo: Gunmen opened
fire on a convoy of buses car-
rying minority Muslim voters
in northwest Sri Lanka on
Saturday, hours before polling
in presidential elections got
under way, police said.

There were no immediate
reports of casualties, but a
police official said the attack-
ers had burnt tyres on the
road and set up makeshift
road blocks to ambush the
convoy of more than 100
vehicles. “The gunmen
opened fire and also pelted
stones,” a police official  of
Colombo said. AFP
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India annihilated Bangladesh
inside three days for a resounding
innings and 130 run-victory in the

first Test, riding on one of the most
hostile fast bowling performances in
recent times.

The quick victory was on predict-
ed lines.

Having bowled Bangladesh out
for 150 in the first innings, India bun-
dled them out for 213 in the second
essay after declaring their first innings
on their overnight score of 493 for six.

The victory also gave India 60
points, and they strengthened their
position in the World Test
Championship table with 300 points
in their kitty.

The thrashing also completed a
hat-trick of innings wins for them,
having beaten South Africa in the sec-
ond and third Test in the previous
series.

The gulf was huge between the
two teams and it could only get worse
for Bangladesh from here onwards as
the Indian pace attack, in the upcom-
ing Day/Night Test with pink ball, is
expected to cause more damage to
their batsmen’s psyche.

It was a game where Mohammed
Shami (match haul of 7 wickets),
Umesh Yadav (4 wickets overall) and
Ishant Sharma (3 wickets) scared the
hell out of an opposition that showed
little stomach for a fight, save senior
player Mushfiqur Rahim (64, 150
balls, 7x4), who delayed the inevitable.

Ravichandran Ashwin (match
haul of 5 wickets) complemented the
pacers, chipping in with wickets at
regular intervals.

Bangladesh may have lost a lot of
Test matches but the one in Indore
has left them with scars that will
remain for a long time. An interna-
tional team looked frightened in the
face of relentless hostility.

There were no angry gestures or
over-the-top celebrations but scorch-
ing pace, mesmerising swing and the
red cherry rearing at the throat from
good length.

It created a spectacle and
Bangladesh didn’t have the where-
withal to handle it.

The best part about this Indian
attack is that its intensity is same even
in the third session as it is early in the
morning. Mehidy Hasan Miraj (38 off
55 balls), despite sharing a 59-run
stand with Rahim, being bounced out
by Umesh, was a case in point.

It was a ‘heavy ball’ in cricketing
parlance that grew big on Miraj, hit-
ting him on his chest and then tick-
ling the stumps. It was pure intimi-

dation as the batsman looked in
physical pain as he left.

Ditto for Imrul Kayes, who got a
perfect outswinger (inswinger for a
left hander) from Umesh in the first
session. The ball tailed in and uproot-
ed the leg-stump. Kayes had given up
on the fight from the start as he
looked nervous while facing each and
every delivery.

Shadman Islam may have been a
heavy scorer in domestic cricket but
he has never faced a bowler of
Ishant's calibre in his short Test
career.

So when young Shadman got one
from Ishant to nip back from length,
he couldn't react in time to bring his
bat down, as the ball clipped the top

of middle stump.
Bangladesh’s best bet, Mominul

Haque (7) was jittery from the start
and survived a DRS call while trying
to leave a delivery pitched on the off-
stump.

However, when Shami angled
one into the opposition skipper, he
was adjudged plumb in-front even
though Virat Kohli had to take a
review, which turned out to be suc-
cessful.

Shami’s guile again came to the
fore when he hurried Mohammed
Mithun with a bouncer and his mist-
imed pull was easily taken at mid-
wicket by Mayank Agarwal.

For the team’s oldest player (in
terms of age) Mahmudullah Riyad,

the issue was technical as well as tem-
peramental.

A fluent player in white ball for-
mat, not for once during the two
innings did he look comfortable be it
against the pacers or spinners.

In the post-lunch session, Shami
just bowled one fuller on the off-
stump channel. The ball held its line
and all the veteran did was to offer a
training session slip catch to Rohit
Sharma.

Amid the ruins, Rahim, after get-
ting reprieve in the first session,
showed his will to fight that was miss-
ing in younger colleague Liton Das
(35 off 39 balls), who showed T20
skills when something else was
required. 
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An extremely skilful
bunch with each speed

merchant bringing in a dif-
ferent facet makes the cur-
rent Indian pace unit best
in the world, feels team’s
bowling coach Bharath
Arun.

In another fabulous
fast bowling performance
without injured pace spear-
head Jasprit  Bumrah, the
Indian troika of Ishant
Sharma, Umesh Yadav and
Mohammed Shami collect-
ed 14 wickets in an innings
and 130 runs victory over
Bangladesh in the first Test.

But more than the
wickets, it’s the impact that
the pacers have created
over the last 20 months has
left a lasting impression.

“I think at present we
are the no. 1 team in the
world. Getting there is dif-
ficult, staying there is even
more difficult. I think to do
that over a period of three
years, you need to stay
constantly hungry,” Arun
said after the match.

India’s most successful
bowling coach Arun then
spoke about each of the
three pacers.

On Ishant coming
round the wicket to left-
hander (Shadman Islam
dismissal), Arun said:
“Actually started working
on that variation from yes-
terday. So if you look at the
way he signalled after he
got the wicket, he was very
happy that he could do

that.
“Each time you try to

explore new avenues in
your bowling, you con-
stantly look to improve.
And this would give him
the much needed fillip to
experiment more and try
out,” he added.

It’s Ishant's experience
that has made him the
bowler that he is.

“Ishant is probably the
most experienced bowler
we have. He has played
over 90 Test matches. He
felt that he needs the bats-
men to play a lot more. 

It was about him trying
to experiment with differ-
ent angles. What he’s doing
now, suits his bowling
best,” the bowling coach
said.

When asked about
Umesh, the bowling coach
lavished praise on the
“character” that he has
shown despite being in and
out of the side due to spe-
cific team combinations.

“Umesh showed a lot of
character in coming back.
But then that's also an
embarrassment of riches
(with Bumrah on his way
to recovery),” the former
India bowler said.

“You have five fast
bowlers (Buvneshwar
Kumar) who are ready to
play for the country. And
over a period of time if you
can manage the workloads
well, we can ensure that
each one is nice and fresh
for every game that we
play.”
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If professional chefs run restaurants today,
history has come a full circle. In medieval
India, the moneyed nobility employed the
highest-paid chefs and not the bazaar
chefs who cooked the common man’s

chaat, kebabs and breads. Several accounts of
Lucknow, including the early 20th-century
Guzishta Lucknow by Abdul Halim Sharar, talk
of highly paid rikabdars, or professional cooks,
who specialised in unique dishes that left their
diners amazed.

Shaikh Fida Ali was a rikabdar during the
reign of Wajid Ali Shah, the last nawab of
Awadh. He once placed a transparent lampshade
on a table before a British dignitary. He placed a
lit candle inside the lampshade, then blew it out,
broke what appeared to be the glass of the shade
and started eating it. ‘It was later learnt that the
entire lampshade was made out of sugar candy,’
wrote Aslam Mahmud, an old Lucknauwallah
and bureaucrat, in his superbly researched
Awadh Symphony, which talks about life under
the nawabs. Centuries before molecular gastron-
omy began to beguile us with its presentations,
the rikabdars were already practising food as an
art form.

Restaurant cooks, on the other hand, tradi-
tionally didn’t know how to cook these nuanced
dishes, and restaurant cooking has therefore
always been distinct from home cooking in
India. This fact is crucial to any understanding
of the country’s food- and restaurant-scape. For
the first time, really, in the history of food retail
in India, we are at a point where at least some
restaurant food cooked by chefs is being consid-
ered more evolved and more desirable than
home food. Experience-led dining that was con-
fined to moneyed homes (as opposed to restau-
rants that were more functional and catered to
mass needs) has only relatively recently shifted
out of that private zone and into a public, social
one.

After the British assumed power in India
and Mughal might was lost, cooks who had till
then laboured in the kitchens of aristocrats
found themselves out of work. Some of them
found work with new employers but discovered
that these new sahibs and brown sahibs of the
Raj did not understand the elite art. Chef
Mujeeb-ur-Rehman, a well- known chef from
Lucknow popular for his high-end wedding
catering, tells me this delicious story behind the
popular Lucknow idiom, ‘Yeh moonh aur
masoor ki dal’, used to be dismissive about
someone.

According to him, a chef who found
employment after having served a nawab for a
long time asked his new employer what he
would like to eat that day. The employer told
him to make something simple like masoor dal.
The chef in turn handed the employer a long list
of ingredients to be bought for the preparation,
looking at which the employer’s face fell and he
complained of the expense. The cook walked
out, scoffing, ‘Yeh moonh aur masoor ki dal’
(loosely translated as ‘How can you, with this
face, appreciate my masoor dal’).

Used to a lavish, no-expense-spared way of
cooking, the talented cooks must have been at a
loose end. Some of them and their descendants
set up small restaurants where they refashioned
the elaborate and exquisite foods of their former
masters as bites for common men. Qormas
(hitherto cooked only within homes, nihari
being the street dish), dal and pulaos were thus
tweaked to become part of Mughlai menus at a
few restaurants in cities such as Delhi, Calcutta,
Lahore and Lucknow.

We find an example of this kind of shift in
the story of Karim’s, the iconic Mughlai restau-
rant in Delhi. According to his descendants’
retelling of their restaurant’s history, in 1913,
Haji Karimuddin set up Karim Hotel in Gali
Kababian near Jama Masjid, contending he was
serving the ‘food of royals to the common man’.
Haji Karimuddin traced his ancestry to a family
of Mughal cooks in Shahjahanabad that had to
flee the capital after the last Mughal emperor,
Bahadur Shah Zafar II, was exiled. The family
relocated to Meerut. However, when India came
under the British crown and the Delhi Durbar
was being held in 1911, Karimuddin moved
back to the city with the idea of opening a small
restaurant to take advantage of the crowd that
would be descending on the city for the durbar.
Karim Hotel in the beginning served just aloo
gosht, a home-style gravy of meat and potatoes,
and dal to its patrons. The food was meant to be
a substitute for home food.

In Calcutta, another cosmopolitan melting
pot, dishes of Mughal origin were reinvented by
small restaurants to cater to the needs of workers
and daily-wage earners. Anadi Cabin on
Esplanade is reputed to be almost a hundred
years old. It has been around most certainly since
before Partition, and remains unchanged till
today, including in its use of the same iron tawa
on which the cook shallow-fries Mughlai porotas
(the Bengali term for paranthas), a beloved
Calcutta street snack and Anadi’s signature dish.

The tiny restaurant turns out 400 porotas
from 20 kg of four daily in a kitchen visible to
all. The porotas could be covered in duck egg
(which were considered vegetarian by tradi-
tional meat-eating Hindu Bengalis who did not
prefer chicken) or chicken egg, filled with
keema, folded and shallow- fried. These keema
porotas are an innovation often credited to this
restaurant. Mughlai paranthas almost certainly
existed in Lucknowi and Awadhi homes before
Wajid Ali’s exile to Calcutta along with cooks
who brought Nawabi dishes to the City of Joy.
The simple egg-coated Mughlai parantha of
Awadh, made with many layers or parat,
underwent a metamorphosis to become the
keema-filled substantial snack of Calcutta,
which could be picked up easily and eaten on
the go by daily-wage earners in the new city.

Many of these early restaurants thus came
up as businesses that were seeking not to pro-
vide recreation but instead to cater to a need for
cheap, filling meals as people moved from vil-
lages and smaller towns to the cities to work for
their colonial masters. However, colonialism in
India brought with it more upscale restaurant
and leisured experiences, catering to the elite.

The first passenger train in India started
running between Bombay and Thane in April
1853, pulled by three steam engines Sahib,
Sindh and Sultan on a 34 km broad-gauge line.
As British India’s rail network grew and the
railways began to cover longer distances
(Bombay to the capital in Calcutta was a much
publicised route for first-class tourists), there
was need for refreshments and restaurants en
route.

Several British or Anglo-Indian travellers’
accounts speak of impeccable crockery, tur-
baned waiters and formal service, and food that
was fairly similar all across the railways — thick
soups, cutlets and bread and butter. It was, how-
ever, only Europeans or Anglo-Indian travellers
who were entitled to travel in first-class car-
riages, and who could enjoy the catering in the
dining cars. Conditions in the third class, in
which the bulk of Indians travelled, were terri-
ble. A 1929 Times of India report said that the
Great Indian Peninsular Railways was trying out
a separate dining car for Indians: ‘It would prob-
ably not have allowed the third class passengers
who made up the bulk of travellers, and who
had to either eat food they had brought or buy
at station halts on the way.’

Since the catering was primarily for
Europeans, European- inspired dishes started

appearing on the menus in these restaurants
along the rail network — things like chops, cut-
lets, omelettes, tea and custard. These dishes
would eventually get absorbed as restaurant and
club food in India, and we continue to eat some
of this ‘continental’ food even today. The crock-
ery and cutlery used were of the highest quality
and the service by liveried waiters was impecca-
ble, in keeping with the expectations of the
sahibs of the Raj. Even after India became inde-
pendent, upscale dining would imitate this pat-
tern of deferential service. 

While the dining cars were available only to
first-class European travellers, from 1901, sepa-
rate refreshment rooms for Indians started
appearing at a few stations. This resulted in the
emergence of other dishes that are now part of
old-fashioned or nostalgic restaurant food cen-
tred around the Raj — for instance, the railway
mutton curry (which clearly was never a single
recipe) or the egg curry.

Till much after Independence, railway
refreshment rooms were thought to be fairly
high-standard restaurants, and railway catering
would be relied upon for banqueting needs
when dignitaries visited. My grandfather, who
was in the catering division of the Northern
Railways for some time in the 1970s, had amus-
ing stories of catering to the Nehru-Gandhis —
delicious anecdotes that we savoured as all
restaurateuring tales must be.

But not all history is appetizing. The history
of restaurants in India is fraught with caste and
religious segregation — one reason that may
have prevented a food retail boom earlier in the
country’s history. Once they started catering to
Indians, railway refreshment rooms were segre-
gated not just as those meant only for Europeans
but also as those meant for Hindus versus
Muslims. Even water from taps in the railway
stations was marked Hindu or Muslim in British
India. There were ‘pure’ Hindu meals cooked by
brahmins, and those offering Muslim food like
qorma, kebab and pulao.

In the south, similarly, vegetarian brahmin
hotels and ‘military hotels’ serving meat (with
the suffix ‘Hindu’ added to signify that no beef
or pork was served, though mutton was) came
up as well as Udupi restaurants serving ‘pure
veg’ food run by brahmins from the region, to
cater to students and officers who worked in the
Madras Presidency.
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Restaurants like The New
Woodland Hotel came up in
the Madras Presidency, and

can be credited as popularising the
Udupi-style food that continues to
thrive today. Woodland, as it was
popularly called, was set up in 1938
by K. Krishna Rao, a man from a
poor family of priests from near
Mangalore. Its customers then were
primarily brahmins who worked for
the government, or upper-caste
religious travellers who were vege-
tarians. As we can see, for so much
of their history, restaurants in India
were not the inclusive businesses we
see them as today.

Partition changed much of that.
It rent India’s social fabric in more
ways than we can imagine. It
unleashed bloody, religious vio-
lence, but with the old order being
torn apart, space for the new was
created. For the first time, as I
argued in a 2017 article, we got
eateries that catered newly invent-
ed restaurant food to all manners of
people — rich and poor, Hindu and
Muslim. Butter chicken, dal
makhani and naan became the
first restaurant foods to escape the

tag of religious identity.
Refugees from Punjab had

arrived with less than nothing in
Delhi. They brought with them a
hardy spirit of survival and enter-
prise, but also one very important
tool — the tandoor. A clay oven
used to bake bread in villages, the
tandoor made its foray into Delhi
with refugees carrying memories of
the sanjha chulha (the common vil-
lage oven used to bake breads for all
households) into this new harsh city
where they had to fashion life
afresh.

In 1947, an enterprising refugee
from Peshawar, Kundan Lal Gujral,
opened a restaurant called Moti
Mahal in Delhi’s Daryaganj area, in
a building that had suffered badly
during the rioting. Here, he set up
a tandoor, in which the restaurant
baked naan, a bread popular in old
Peshawar eateries, and eventually
chicken. The fowl was not a meat

that Delhi was familiar with or fond
of. ‘Neither Hindus nor Muslims ate
it, and initially there was some resis-
tance to tandoori chicken,’ says
Anil Chandra, one of Moti Mahal’s
early patrons.

As food historian K.T. Achaya
notes in his authoritative Indian
Food: A Historical Companion, the
chicken, as a scavenger, was
thought to be ‘unclean’, and since
the oldest of times, there has been
resistance among brahmins and
other upper-caste Hindus to eating
its meat. Delhi and Uttar Pradesh’s
composite culture meant that these
biases were ingrained in upper-
class Muslim culinary cultures too.

Goat meat was prized and
Mughlai dishes like shabdegh,
silken qormas, gola and dil (heart)
ke kebab, that required much dex-
terity, were made of goat meat with-
in homes by specialist cooks for
weddings and special functions.

Specialist cooks like Hakim in old
Delhi, whom old-timers told me
about for my article for the Wire,
and restaurants like Flora cooked
these and catered to shaukeen,
gastronomically indulgent
Dilliwallahs, both Muslims and
meat-eating Hindus like the
Kayasths. This courtly culture,
however, waned after Partition as
the Muslim elite moved away and
refugees poured in.

The new tandoori chicken was
India’s original fast food. Simply
done and fresh. Moti Mahal also
takes the credit for inventing but-
ter chicken: tandoori chicken pieces
dunked in a tomato, yoghurt and
butter laden sauce, and perhaps
India’s most famous restaurant cre-
ation.

The advent of this new kind of
food served by Punjabi restaura-
teurs was to have a big impact on
restaurant food everywhere in the

country. In Delhi, restaurants such
as Kwality, which had come up
around the time of World War II
and served ice cream and simple
continental eats to American sol-
diers posted in Delhi, gradually
incorporated this new Punjabi
food into their menus. Other sim-
ilar restaurants came up, also run
by migrants, serving bold Punjabi
flavours with tomato and cream,
dishes that had been concocted
within restaurants, and dishes such
as pindi chana (a style of dry
chickpeas popular in Rawalpindi)
that came to Delhi and have been
part of the city’s most famous
street dish since then — chole
bhature.

Excerpted with permission
from Business on a Platter: What
Makes Restaurants Sizzle or Fizzle
Out, Anoothi Vishal, Hachette
India, �550
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Amajor unpardonable pitfall of
India’s pre-islamic era was its
apathy of recording political
chronology in a systematic way.
On top of that, non-stop

destruction of its monuments, architecture,
literature and centre of cultures thereafter
in the hands of Islamic invaders from 12th
century, a major part of Indian history was
once deleted, fragmented, obscured and
finally fictionalised with legend and folklore. 

From 18th century onward, when
European traders started exploring the
country, they were astonished to see sever-
al archaeological ruins prevailing under mas-
sive dilapidation in isolated places, attract-
ing no attention from common people. 

India of that time was a country with
little sense of heritage of its pre-islamic era,
though the country’s civilization dates back
5000 years. This was a matter of great per-
plexity to Europeans who were clearly
excited to find amazing archaeological
relics, one after another, with mind blow-
ing engineering marvel and excellent crafts-
manship. However, none of those seemed
to connect with any ready reference of writ-
ten history.

For instance, in 1616, an Englishman
named Thomas Coryat found an eccentric
monolithic stone pillar at Delhi’s Firoz Shah
Kotla. The pillar had some mystic inscrip-
tion written in an unknown language. The
thrill of this discovery was extended when
on July 30, 1670, inside a pestilential jun-
gle frequented by wild animals in Bihar near
the Nepal border, John Marshal (not to be
confused by famous John Marshal of ASI)
found a similar circular sand stone pillar
with mysterious edicts on its body.The pil-
lar had a beautiful stone lion seated on an
abacus crowned on its top as capital. 

From the local people, John came to
understand that this amazing engineering
marvel was called “Bhim ka lathi” or the
walking stick of Bhima, a character of Hindu
epic Mahabharata. The place, where this pil-
lar was found, was 23 km from Bettiah town.

The place was then known as Mathia and
today is known as Lauriya Nandangarh.
Lauriya in local language means stick.

The two major victories against two
Indian rulers — one in 1757 in Bengal and
another in 1799 in Mysore — cemented the
position on East India Company in politi-
cal theatre of India. They become the ruler
in almost every sense over a vast geography.
This attracted many Europeans to India in
the next 200 years. Many of them were ordi-
nary office bearers and yet they proved to
be extra ordinary researchers with an acute
interest in India’s history. In next 100 years
or so, some of them gave Indian history a
new insight with their exceptional hard work
and outstanding academic brilliance. 

By the end of 18th century, many such
mysterious stone pillars and rock stones with
edict written on them in an unknown lan-
guage were found from Peshawar to Mysore.
European officials working in India, and
having keen interest in oriental history, were
excited to discover a new light of wisdom
in these mystic pillars. Groping in the dark,
many of them speculated these as conquests
of some victorious king, or boundary pil-
lars of dominions, or edicts of religious
nature. The widest speculation was that these
were secret codes of Greek treasures once
owned by Alexander. However, these were
soon discarded with the logic that the pil-
lars were found in places like Delhi,
Allahabad and Bihar, where Greek never
could invade. 

In November of 1780, Charles Wilkins
sent a report to the Asiatic Society of Bengal
about a finding of another mysterious
decapitated pillar with similar alphabets
carved on its surface at Buddal in north
Bihar. This place was 28 km from Bettiah
town, now known as Lauriya Araraj. This
pillar, though not found with a capital, cre-
ated more excitement as its edicts were more
prominent and bold.

In 1783, Thomas Law, collector of Gaya
district drew sketches of both the pillars and
sent a report to William Jones in Calcutta.

The report heading read: “A short Account
of Two Pillars to the North of Patna”. In
March 1814, while marching with 34th
Regiment of East India Company to take
part in Anglo-Nepal war, Lieutenant J
Horris saw Lauriya Araraj pillar and drew
some important sketches. 

Now two stone pillars — one with a lion
capital on top and another broken at top,
found in north Bihar near Nepal border with
mysterious inscriptions on them — started
to rouse curiosity of the antiquarians. Such
inscriptions on similar kind of pillars found
in Delhi and Allahabad were already being
discussed. More people started exploring the
places with an objective to decode the lan-
guage. It was clear that the mystery would
only be unfolded once the edicts were
decoded. 

At the beginning of 19th century,
James Prinsep, a young man came to
Calcutta to join Calcutta mint. Out of sheer
passion, he started serving Asiatic Society
of Bengal as journal editor. The journal was
a class by itself and very popular across the
world. Soon Prinsep built a fantastic network
with people across India who started shar-
ing information and documents with him
on every single archaeological findings.
Prinsep was confident enough to think that
a new chapter of history would be uncov-
ered if the edicts written on the pillar could
be decoded. 

After years of hard work, in 1837,

Prinsep managed to decode the script of the
edict and opened the doors of knowledge
to India’s glorious past that remained hid-
den for so long.

In 1820, Brian Hodgson, a British res-
ident in the royal court of Kathmandu, sent
a copy of the inscription on Lauriya
Nandangarh pillar edict to Calcutta. This
document was reported lost. Prinsep and
Hodgson started frequent correspondence
and soon became good friends, though it is
assumed that they never met. Hodgson
again sent him the copy of the inscription
that he once found in Lauriya Nandangarh
and in October 1834, he sent him an eye
copy of Lauriya Araraj pillar edict.

Now armed with the information per-
taining to all the four edicts, Prinsep man-
aged to decode a name — “Devanamapiya
Piyadasi” — that seemed to appear in all
edicts. Meanwhile, a discovery of an ancient
book by someone in Sri Lanka at almost the
same time revealed that “Devanamapiya
Piyadasi” meant — “The beloved to the God
and his name was Ashoka”. Overnight, India
got a colossal king whose transformation to
a humanist after accepting Buddhism was
known and the name Ashoka became a cult
chapter of history.

Once the language was decoded, it was
easy to understand that these pillars were
not victory monuments, but a new and effec-
tive way of communication. Much to their
astonishment, it was found that these were
a public declaration of a king to come for-
ward in acceptance of Buddhism and his
transformation. 

Discovery of the existence of Ashoka,
the emperor, and his gargantuan contribu-
tion to spread Buddhism across the world
delivered a master stroke. The language
decoded by Prinsep was Prakrit, written in
Bramhi script. This newly found script was
named as Ashoka Bramhi. This was the first
and biggest tangible evidence of Ashoka,
India’s greatest king ever. 

Out of these two pillars, the crown-less
pillar of Lauriya Araraj, erected in 349 BC

is a marvelous piece of art. Known as
“Stambha Dharma”, the pillar is well pol-
ished and 37.9 feet in height. The diameter
of the base is 41.8 inches and weighs near-
ly 34 to 40 tonnes. 

The pillar at Lauriya Nandangarh is
majestic and perhaps the second best spec-
imen of Mauryan architecture with animal
capital after Rampurva’s grounded pillars. 

The pillar at Lauriya Nandangarh is a
single block polished sandstone with an
excellent lion capital built in black stone. The
lion built in a seated position on a circular
abacus of arched bell is covered with lotus
petals. 

The circular abacus of Lauriya
Nandangarh lion is again decorated with
image of geese. The face of the lion is bro-
ken due to vandalism. In design, it is very
similar to that of the lion capital which was
later found in Rampurva in 1876 by Archie
Carllyle, inside the deep forest of Tarai.
Rampurva lion capital is now preserved in
Indian Museum of Calcutta.

The six edicts in a single block found
on the pillar of Lauriya Araraj, revealed
Ashoka the beloved of the God’s declaration
of Buddhist teachings of morality through
kindness shown to all subjects and animals.
It also talks about the restriction of animal
slaughter. However, in both the pillars
found in Bihar, nowhere do the edicts talk
about Ashoka’s conquest of Kalinga and his
repent. This is very interesting to note.

The lion capital found on Ashoka pil-
lar of Lauriya Nandangarh is one of the old-
est samples of Indian stone sculptures, influ-
enced by Persian archaeology, whereas the
discovery of Ashoka Bramhi is the first tan-
gible evidence of Buddhism that finally
cemented the existence of Shakyamani
Buddha as a human being and discarded the
theory of him being a mythological figure
as per many Hindu legends. 

Two kilometres from Nandangarh
Ashoka pillar, another archaeological won-
der was discovered in 1862 by Alexander
Cunningham — a huge mound of 15 stu-

pas made of mud, yellow clay and brick in
three levels in the shape of polygonal with
three flights of stairs. The 26 metre high
structure has a circumference of 460 metres
and the dome is missing. It is imagined that
when intact, this would be one of the biggest
stupa of India built in 300 BC.

Cunningham did very little excavation
and later, Henry Garrick did a great job of
excavating more mounds. In 1905, T Block
did further excavation and found a gold leaf,
a female statue and a small deposit of burnt
human bones with charcoal. These findings
are common with Buddhist stupa where
bone remains of Buddha are said to be
found. However, till now, no solid evidence
has been found that tells us who these
remains belonged to. Many think that this
was a pre-Mauryan structure and may be a
vedic burial ground. Nani Gopal Majumdar
and Amalendu Ghosh, who excavated the
site from 1935 to 1939, are of an opinion that
this stupa is very similar to the Buddhist
stupa found at Piprahakot on UP-Nepal bor-
der. 

Cut to present, it is sad to note that two
hundred years ago, when this site lay
undiscovered inside a dense forest with no
human habitation around, a group of
Europeans risked their lives to uncover the
hidden treasures of India, uncovering a glo-
rious part of our history, our present gen-
eration attaches no value to these findings.

Today, Bettiah is a dusty, over populat-
ed and unplanned town, situated very
close to the Nepal border. The locals hold
no pride in India’s rich history. Marks of van-
dalism are clear on the pillars and unrestrict-
ed entry is palpable. Bettiah now has
Americanised pizza restaurants, which get
over crowded every evening, whereas it’s a
struggle to get the auto drivers to take you,
or for that matter even seek directions, to
Lauriya Nandangarh or Araraj. 

It is sad indeed that we never knew our
heritage back then two centuries ago, and
and today, it seems we still haven’t learnt the
lesson to protect it.
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Afortnight has already gone
by since the deadline, fixed

by the Union Government,
for the Nagaland peace pact
lapsed on October 31, 2019.
Even as the peace talks are
inconclusive, the good news is
that the both sides — Union
Government’s interlocutor and
Nagaland Governor RN Ravi
and Naga groups, including the
NSCN factions — have not
stopped negotiations for a
peace pact. 

The ongoing Naga peace
process, which was started in
1997, turned 22 this year. It
could happen only after a
ceasefire agreement was signed
between the National Socialist
Council of Nagalim-Isak-
Muivah (NSCN-IM) and the
Government of India. 

Interestingly, the Naga
insurgency has its roots in
1918. Against the backdrop of
the First World War, the Nagas
had decided to form Naga
Club to bring Naga tribes
under a single umbrella. The
seed for the unique identity was
germinated outside India —
when various members of the
scattered Naga tribes, recruit-
ed in the British Labour Corps,
thought of forming a group of
their own. And this Club
approached the Simon
Commission and informed it
in 1929 “to leave us alone to
determine for ourselves as we
did in ancient times”. 

It simply indicated that
the Nagas did not want to sur-
render themselves either to
then British imperial regime in
India or any future
Government of India. Also it
showed its desire to live as they
want. All these indicate that the
Nagas never wanted them-
selves to be subservient to any
non-native “foreign” domina-
tion. This precisely demon-
strates the very idea of “Naga
self-determination”, alive for a
century now.

Later, when the struggle for
India’s independence moved
towards its final stage, the
Nagas under the leadership of
charismatic AZ Phizo formed
the Naga National Council
(NNC). And eventually, the
NNC declared independence
for the Nagas on August 14,
1947, just one day before India
achieved hers. The NNC con-
ducted a referendum in May
1951 which it claimed to have
the backing of almost 99.9 per

cent of the Nagas for full inde-
pendence. 

On record, the peace
process with the Nagas started
before independence in June
1947. Then Assam Governor
Sir Akbar Hydari signed a
Nine Point Agreement with the
moderate leaders in the NNC,
but the hard-core leaders like
Phizo refused to accept the
agreement. Almost a year later,
Phizo, not seeing any further
cooperation from the
Government of India, formed
an underground Naga Federal
Government (NFG) and the
Naga Federal Army (NFA).
But then the Government
responded with armed power
and enacted the Armed Forces
(Special Powers) Act in1958. In
July 1960, the basis of a Sixteen
Point Agreement led to the cre-
ation of a separate State in the
Union of India for the Nagas.
This actually came into exis-
tence on December 1, 1963.
Here it must be noted that the
peace agreement was signed
between the Naga Peace
Convention, a group of mod-
erate Naga leaders, and the
Government of India. The
NNC refrained from signing
and agreeing to form a separate
State under the Indian Union. 

After the formation of the
State of Nagaland, a Peace
Mission was constituted in1964
to advance talks with the NNC,
but this could not produce any
result despite a series of six
rounds of historic negotia-
tions. Finally, the mission was
cancelled in the year 1967.

In the midst of this tur-
moil, the NNC split in 1975
during the heyday of the Indira
regime. And the breakaway
group from the NNC formed
the NSCN. Unfortunately, this
happened during the period of
a peace deal between the
Government and the NNC in
Shillong. As per the Shillong
Accord, the NNC leadership
agreed to give up arms. But
then, many of its front-line
leaders, including Isak Chishi
Swu, Thuingaleng Muivah and
SS Khaplang did not accept the
terms and conditions of the
peace deal and hence they
together established the NSCN
in 1980. But after more than a
decade of the formation of the
NSCN, differences cropped up
among the leaders. As a result,
the NSCN broke into two fac-
tions in the year 1988, one led

by Isak and Muivah, named as
NSCN-IM and other led by
Khaplang, known as NSCN-K. 

Later on these two groups
fought fiercely, even killing
their own cadre and damaging
the chances of coming togeth-
er. In fact this schism between
the NSCN factions helped dif-
ferent political establishments
at the Centre to deal with
them separately. Further,
NSCN-K made its operational
area mainly restricted to
Arunachal Pradesh and the
NSCN-IM based its activities in
Nagaland and Manipur. In
later years, the NSCN-IM took
the centre stage and held the
centre of the “Naga sovereign-
ty” movement.

In the year 1997, the
NSCN-IM leadership signed a
ceasefire agreement with the
Government, preceding rounds
of talks since 1995. The key
principle of the agreement was
that there would be no counter-
insurgency operations against
the NSCN-IM and in turn it
would not attack Indian secu-
rity forces. And this truce has
survived for long. 

Finally, the historic
Nagaland Framework
Agreement, popularly known
as Nagaland Peace Accord,
was signed between the NSCN-
IM and the Narendra Modi
Government in August 2015.
The accord was inked after
over 80 rounds of talks between
the Government and various
stakeholders of the Nagaland
movement. The Nagaland
Peace Accord brought lots of
hope to the Naga people across
the region and they thought a
lasting solution would soon
emerge. Interestingly, in 2017,
after two years of signing the
Nagaland Peace Accord, other
Naga armed groups joined this
peace process under the ban-
ner of Naga National Political
Groups (NNPGs). All of them
now form one single group and
take part in the ongoing dis-
cussions with the Government. 

The 2015 Framework
Agreement says: “The
Government of India recog-
nises the unique history, cul-
ture and position of the Nagas
and their sentiments and aspi-
rations. The NSCN under-
stood and appreciated the
Indian political system and
governance.” 

Though details of the
Nagaland Peace Accord are

not available in the public
domain, it has been understood
that the Naga leadership has
accepted the broad terms and
conditions to live under the
Indian Union. With this, their
demand for an independent
Nagaland diminishes for now.

Interesting turn in this
entire saga of struggle is that
the senior-most leaders of the
NSCN — Isak and Khaplang
— died in 2016 and 2018
respectively. This left only
Muivah to deal with the Indian
Government for any future
negotiations. 

After the demise of Isak,
who was the only Naga leader
from Nagaland, the support for
a Greater Nagalim has gradu-
ally waned within the region.
(Khaplang was a Naga hailing
from Myanmar).

However, among a few
side effects of this disenchant-
ment is the wavering commit-
ment of the Nagas from
Nagaland towards the peace
process. And finally, Muivah, a
Naga belonging to Manipur,
might face hurdles in negoti-
ating the last remaining details
of the truce.

Today, Centre’s interlocu-
tor and Governor of Nagaland
RN Ravi, who has been han-
dling the Naga peace process
for long, says that the procras-
tinating attitude of the NSCN-
IM is simply delaying the ink-
ing of the deal. It is because the
organisation is now insisting on
a separate flag and a constitu-
tion for Nagaland. 

Surely, the Union
Government will not accept it
and the NSCN-IM may handle
such controversial issues too
carefully. If NSCN-IM is side-
lined at this moment and other
groups take the centre stage, its
efforts of nearly half a century
will result in fiasco. 

Since the Naga issue has
been regarded as the oldest
insurgency in the country, it is
worth noting the thorny prob-
lems that may unfold violence
in the North East. 

First of all, the Naga
National Political Groups
(NNPGs) are advocating a
solution for the Nagas within
the State of Nagaland, where-
as the NSCN-IM wanted to
include all the Naga-inhabited
areas across the region in the
Nagalim or Greater Nagaland
wherein it thought their prob-
lems could be addressed.

Second critical aspect of
the truce between the Nagas
and the Government is the ter-
ritorial issue in regard to the
Greater Nagaland. As the Naga
groups desire and demand to
include all Naga-inhabited
areas into the Greater
Nagaland, it has been increas-
ingly making some of the States
such as Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh and Manipur restive. 

Already Arunachal
Pradesh Chief Minister Pema
Khandu has welcomed the
Centre’s initiative to solve the
decades-old Naga problem,
but categorically stated that
there will be no compromise
on the territorial integrity of the
State. “We are clear in our stand
and we want that Naga peace
process should not affect the
State at any cost,” Khandu said
on November 16.

Also the Union Home
Ministry has assured that
before any settlement is arrived
at with Naga groups, all stake-
holders, including the States of
Assam, Manipur and
Arunachal Pradesh will be
duly consulted and their con-
cerns will be taken into con-
sideration. Earlier during a
“lengthy discussion” with
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, Assam Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal had
urged the Centre to to take into
consideration the interests of
the people of Assam while
going for any accord.

The core issue is that a
future Nagalim could redraw
the boundaries of these three
Naga-inhabited States. It is
reported that the proposed
Nagalim includes 1,20,000 sq
kilometre area which expands
beyond the territorial limits of
the North East into Myanmar.
Even before the signing of the
Framework Agreement in
2015, the Nagaland State
Assembly itself endorsed the
demand of the “integration of
all Naga-inhabited areas on five
occasions: December 1964,
August 1970, September 1994,
December 2003 and July 2015”.
This shows how the popularly
elected Nagaland Assembly is
in full support of the demand
for a Nagalim.

Third, though the Union
Government had simply fixed
October 31 this year just to
conclude the Naga peace
process, it completely failed to
do the same. To be precise,

finalising such imaginary dead-
lines would not help bringing
various Naga groups to agree to
some watertight solutions. 

Already differences are
emerging between the NSCN-
IM and the NNPGs. 

Today, the Nagas are on a
roller-coaster ride. Whatever
may be the outcome of the cur-
rent peace process, it would
certainly not satisfy all the
stakeholders involved in the
process, particularly, the
NSCN-IM. 

The Government must
take maximum caution as any
attempt at sidelining or ignor-
ing the NSCN-IM may force its
cadre to take up arms or may
help regrouping majority of the
Naga tribes in the long run.
Also playing any trick to divide
the leadership of the NSCN-IM
may fuel anti-India sentiments
once again in the Naga domi-
nated areas across the North-
Eastern region.

The moot point is whether
the Government can accept the
Naga demand for a separate
flag and a Constitution? Is it
possible to say “yes” to a shared
notion of “sovereignty” as the
NSCN-IM has been demand-
ing for a long time? 

Precisely, looking at the
current political strength of the
Union Government, Prime
Minister Modi will definitely
say no to both these demands.
The Government has already
made it clear that these
demands are not acceptable. 

Considering the Modi
Government’s resolute deci-
sion to abrogate Article 370 —
which had long guaranteed a
special status, flag and a sepa-
rate Constitution to the State of
Jammu & Kashmir — the
NSCN-IM and the NNPGs
should not be too hopeful
about their demand for a
shared sovereignty.

However, the Union
Government should take
utmost caution to ensure the
patience the Nagas have shown
towards a amicable solution
should not go in vain.

Today, most of the ultras of
the region have either laid
down their arms or some of
them are in talks with the
Government for the peaceful
solution. That’s why a region
which was encountering fierce
violence accompanied by anti-
India sentiment has witnessed
relatively calm and quiet

atmosphere recently. But, with
globalisation and proliferation
of global terrorism widening
the net wide, the Government
must not take any chance with
the NSCN-IM and other Naga
terror groups. 

Much beyond external
financial support and arms
supply from our neighbouring
countries, the global jehadi
elements such as the ISIS and
the al-Qaeda may pitch into
such troubled spots to recreate
disturbances for the country.
Considering the favourable
geopolitical scenario for Delhi
at the moment, a global con-
sensus to fight the menace of
terrorism, and friendly neigh-
bouring regimes on India’s
eastern front, the Modi
Government has an absolute
advantage to deal with the
NNPGs and the NSCN-IM. It’s
time to wrap up the Naga
peace process.

While talking about shared
sovereignty for the Nagas, the
NSCN-IM must remember:
“Starting a revolution is like
lighting a match; it risks
becoming extinguished as
quickly as it was lit. Sustaining
a revolution, however, is like
starting a fire, and ensuring
that it has the fuel to burn as
long as necessary. As an agent
of change, I need that fire for
as long as it takes for results to
emerge. Otherwise, I risk burn
out.” (Stephanie Van Hook). 

However, the grit and
determination that has been
displayed by the Naga leader-
ship is truly commendable.
Succinctly, its survival for the
last 100 years bears this testi-
mony. But then a revolution to
sustain for such a long duration
must have to encounter its
course of ups and downs. And,
the Naga revolutionaries have
faced a number of contradic-
tions, both violent and non-
violent in the long history of
their movement. 

The common people in
Nagaland still hope for the best
as the peace negotiation is
going on. What makes sense
for them today is  the promise
for an  early solution even as
the October 31 deadline has
lapsed. Unnecessary intransi-
gence would make the long
road to freedom not only dif-
ficult but purely unattainable.

(The writer is an expert on
international affairs) 
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Guru Nanak divides our spiritual
path into five distinct stages:
moral living and rightful actions,

search for divine knowledge, spiritual
unfoldment, divine grace, and the final
entry into the realm of Eternal Truth.
Each stage is unique and vital. These
stages appear as part of a sequence, and it
is not possible for us to bypass any of
these steps. For example, moral living is a
precondition for the search of divine
knowledge. A person who leads a morally
decadent life will inevitably see no need
to search for experiences of any kind, let
alone spiritual knowledge. Also, our spirit
cannot unfold unless we have accumulat-
ed sufficient spiritual energy during the
first two stages. Any movement from this
point onward is possible only when we
receive divine grace, which is not our
right but a ‘reward’ for good deeds.
Leading a virtuous life is the very founda-
tion of our spiritual quest. To go any fur-
ther on the spiritual path, we need to
make truthful and moral living an essen-
tial part of our life. It is only through such
living that we make ourselves worthy of
God’s compassion and grace.

Growing up in a world where money
can buy more comforts than it was possi-
ble at any other time in human history,
how can we agree on a set of values and
behaviours that would provide a reliable
guide to a virtuous life? We need to
acknowledge that there are some things
which are moral, ethical, doable, and
right under any circumstances. We may
have a difference of opinion on whether it
is moral to charge interest. But there
should be no controversy on things like
violence, falsehood, and exploitation of
the poor and helpless. We need to identi-
fy some core values based on themes that
cut across societal and cultural bound-
aries. The seven core values, based on
Guru Nanak’s teachings, are:

Non-violence Avoiding violence that
hurts the innocent, kills, or insults (in the
form of rape or other degrading actions)
the victim, mass killings of innocent peo-
ple in a war or a political conflict.

Truth Letting reality appear in its
purest form, separating facts from opin-
ions, not using falsehood of any kind to
deceive other people, treating honest liv-
ing as a sacred obligation.

Love
Showing sympa-
thy and compas-
sion for a victim
of oppression,
having a sense of
justice, keeping a
charitable spirit,
sharing one’s
wealth and good
fortune with the
poor and the
needy. 

Virtue The pursuit of highest person-
al morality in one’s daily life, respecting
the honour and integrity of one’s partner,
taking responsibility for one’s children,
catering to their material, emotional, and
intellectual needs, caring for the needs of
elders in the family.

Communitarianism Being a good
citizen, participating in electoral process-
es, raising voice against misdeeds of those
in authority, using public office for public
good, protecting the natural environ-
ment, giving one’s employer a fair share
of one’s time, talent, and ability.

Equality Treating all people as equal

despite differences of colour, race, gender,
or ethnic origins, respecting cultural and
spiritual traditions of other people.

Theism Having faith in the
unbounded love, mercy, and compassion
of the Creator for all things and all
beings. It is not an attempt to define a
new morality. It has not been easy for
moral philosophers, who have struggled
with these issues over the ages.

We can look at various opinions, or
what our belief system has to say about
these matters, but, in the end, we need to
have an objective look at how we are cop-
ing with difficult moral and ethical choic-
es in our life. This freedom for self-evalu-
ation is not a blank cheque, meaning
whatever serves our needs or purposes is
acceptable. We need to cultivate, in the
words of Albert Einstein, a moral attitude
in and towards life based on the totality
of our being-body, mind, and soul. Not
doing this selfevaluation in a seriously
mindful way would indicate our reluc-
tance to follow a spiritual path.
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