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On a day when pollution
levels in the national

Capital peaked to a three-year
high on Sunday with the Air
Quality Index (AQI) 625
recording in several parts of
Delhi with residents breathing
extremely polluted air, the
Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister on Sunday
hold a meeting where it was
decided that Cabinet Secretary
Rajiv Gauba will monitor the
alarming pollution situation
in Delhi and neighbouring
States on a daily basis.

The meeting was attended
by senior officials from Punjab,
Haryana and Delhi through
video-conferencing just two
days after the Supreme Court-
mandated EPCA declared
Health Emergency in the
national Capital and the NCR.

The Chief Secretaries of
these States have been asked to
monitor the situation in vari-
ous districts of their respective
states round-the-clock. The
Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister and the Cabinet
held the high-level on Sunday
evening to discuss the issue of
deteriorating air quality in
Delhi-NCR, officials said.  

PK Mishra, the Principal
Secretary to the Prime Minister,
reviewed the situation arising
out of severe air pollution in the
National Capital Region, and
other parts of north India. 

"About 300 teams have
been deployed in Delhi to
reduce air pollution. Necessary
machinery for this work has
been distributed to the States.
Main focus is given on seven
industrial clusters and major
traffic corridors in the NCR.
The Government is keeping a
close watch on polluting units
and burning of wastes besides
the construction activities," the
Government of India said in a

statement. 
According to the Central

Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), the national Capital’s
24-hour average air quality
index (AQI) stood at 494 at 4
pm on Sunday, the highest
since November 6, 2016 when
it was 497. Twenty-one of the
37 air quality monitoring sta-
tions recorded the AQI
between 490 and 500 with air
quality sensors at Aya Nagar,
Ashok Vihar, Anand Vihar
and Aurobindo Marg peaked
out at 7 pm.

In the National Capital
Region (NCR), Faridabad with
AQI 493, Noida (494),
Ghaziabad (499) and Greater
Noida (488), Gurugram (479),
residents choked on toxic air.

Continued on Page 4
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The deployment of Israeli
spyware Pegasus issue

turned more curious and com-
plex with the Congress on
Sunday claiming that party
general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi
had received a mes-
sage from WhatsApp
informing that her phone was
suspected to have been hacked. 

The main Opposition party
also sought to know from the
Narendra Modi Government
whether it spied on citizens and
political leaders ahead of the
2019 parliamentary election.
The party, however, did not say
exactly when Priyanka received
the message.

The BJP hit back at the Co-
ngress saying that the Oppos-
ition party is imagining things.
In a tweet, BJP spokesperson
Amit Malviya said, "Haven't we
seen Congress imagining
things that don't exist?" 

Last Friday Priyanka had
demanded an explanation from
the Government after several
noted activists and journalists
were notified about the security
breach in the app and won-
dered whether the current dis-

pensation has
engaged Israeli
agencies to snoop
into the phone of

key persons including politi-
cians which she said was "a
gross violation of human rights
with a grave ramifications on
national security".

Now on Sunday the Con-
gress said Priyanka like other
political leaders including
Mamata Banerjee and Praful
Patel has received WhatsApp's
communication about her
account being hacked. A day
ago the West Bengal Chief
Minister claimed her phones
were being tapped and sought
a probe into charges of "snoop-
ing" on activists and scribes.

Continued on Page 4
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Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan on Sunday

shared pictures of the
Kartarpur complex and the
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib, saying
the revered venue is ready to
welcome Sikhs pilgrims for
the 550th birth anniversary
celebrations of Guru Nanak.

The pictures were shared
by Khan on his Twitter account
ahead of the planned inaugu-
ration of the Kartarpur corri-
dor on November 9.

The year 2019 marks the
550th birth anniversary year of
Sikhism founder Guru Nanak
Dev, whose birthplace is Sri
Nankana Sahib in Pakistan.

In another tweet, he con-
gratulated his own
Government for completing
the construction work on time.

“I congratulate our Govt for
readying Kartarpur, in record
time, for Guru Nanakji’s 550th
birthday celebrations,” he said.

Earlier,  the Prime
Minister had said Indian Sikh

pilgrims coming to Kartarpur
would not need a passport,
while also waiving the service
fee of $20 dollars for those
coming for the inaugural cer-
emony and on the 550th birth
anniversary of the Sikh Guru
on November 12.

The proposed opening of
the corridor coincides with the
presence of tens of thousands of
protesters in the capital
Islamabad. Leader Maulana
Fazlur Rehman had demanded
the resignation of Khan as a con-

dition to disperse peacefully.
Meanwhile, Ahsan Iqbal,

leader of the Pakistan Muslims
League-Nawaz (PML-N) and
an ally of Rehman, on Saturday
criticised Khan’s move to allow
Sikhs from India to enter
Pakistan.

Iqbal said the Kartarpur
opening was a good gesture but
“lifting the condition of a pass-
port for foreigners like Indians
was a blunder”.

The Kartarpur Corridor
will connect the Dera Baba

Nanak shrine in India’s Punjab
with Darbar Sahib at Kartarpur,
just 4 kilometres from the
International Border, located at
Narowal district of Pakistan’s
Punjab province. 

Notwithstanding a chill in
bilateral ties over Kashmir,
after tough negotiations
Pakistan and India signed a
landmark agreement last week
to operationalise the 
historic Kartarpur Corridor to
allow Indian-Sikh pilgrims to
visit the holy Darbar Sahib in
Pakistan.

The two countries decided
that 5,000 pilgrims can visit the
shrine everyday and that addi-
tional pilgrims will be allowed
on special occasions, subject to
the expansion of facilities by
the Pakistani side.

India and Pakistan have
also decided that the corridor
will be operational through
the year, seven days a week and
that pilgrims, except children
and elderly persons, will have
a choice to visit it as individu-
als or in groups.
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In the ongoing game of polit-
ical uncertainty in

Maharashtra, the belligerent
Shiv Sena — relying apparent-
ly on the likely support from
the Congress and the NCP —
played its ace on Sunday, by
claiming that it enjoyed the
support of 175 MLAs in the
288-member State Assembly
and its president Uddhav
Thackeray would take a final
call on forming next
Government with its leader as
the Chief Minister.

With no end in sight to the
impasse between the BJP and
the Shiv Sena over the sharing
of power, Shiv Sena MP and
spokesperson Sanjay Raut -
who has virtually become the

face of his party - created a sen-
sation in the State by claiming
that the Sena man would be
sworn as the Chief Minister at
"Shiv Tirth" — better known as
Shivaji Park in north-central
Mumbai.

"Till yesterday, our strength
was 170 MLAs and now the fig-
ure has touched 175... I can tell
you with certainty that our
Chief Minister will be sworn in
at Shiv Tirth. As far as options
are concerned, Uddhavji has
already said that our options
are open. Of the options before
us, the talks on one option have
nearly ended. Uddhavji is about
to take a decision on this
option," Raut said.

Declining to spell out as to
what was the option that the
Sena had settled onto, Raut

said: "Uddhavji will himself talk
to the media in this regard".

Raut's strong statement
came a day ahead of NCP
chief Sharad Pawar meeting
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi in New Delhi to discuss
the changing political equations
in Maharashtra and explore the
possibility of the two parties
extending their support to the
Shiv Sena to form a new
Government in the State.

Continued on Page 4

���$$����������� /01�+023'

Aday after clash between
Delhi Police personnel and

lawyers inside Tis Hazari court
complex in North Delhi, the
Delhi High Court on Sunday
ordered a judicial enquiry by
one of its retired judges into
the incident. 

On the basis of the findings
in a preliminary enquiry con-
ducted by a police team head-
ed by Special Commissioner of
Police (Intelligence) Praveer
Ranjan, Assistant Sub Inspector
(ASI) Kanta Prasad has been
suspended for allegedly drag-
ging an advocate inside the
court lockup and beating him
up. Also, departmental action
has been taken against ASI
Pawan Kumar who allegedly
fired at the lawyers

The HC also directed Delhi
Police commissioner Amulya
Patnaik to transfer Special
Commissioner of Police Sanjay

Singh and Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP)
Harinder Singh during pen-
dency of the investigation. The
court also made it clear that no
coercive action would be taken
against any lawyer.

On Sunday, a Bench of
Chief Justice D N Patel and
Justice C Hari Shankar took
'suo motu' cognisance of the
media reports of the incident

and said the former High Court
judge justice (retired) S P Garg
would hold a judicial enquiry
into the matter.

The court also directed
the Delhi Government and the
Centre to provide best treat-
ment to injured lawyers,
including those who received
gunshot injuries, preferably in
AIIMS. 

Continued on Page 4
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As soon as the Congress trig-
gered a row by claiming

that party general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi had been a
target of the snooping through
WhatsApp, the ruling BJP hit
back saying the grand old party
was “imagining” things.

Taking to Twitter to
negate the claim, BJP’s IT

cell chief Amit Malviya said,
“Haven’t  we seen the
Congress imagining things
that didn’t exist?”

“Remember them claiming
that Rahul Gandhi’s life was in
danger when a green light, off
a video camera, flashed on his
face during a media briefing.
Well, that’s the level of their
leaders’ credibility in public
life,” he tweeted.

Malviya was referring to an
incident in the thick of election
in April when the Congress had
termed flashing of a green
light on Rahul's face as a “seri-
ous security breach”. But it
turned out to be an embar-
rassment as the light was found
to be emanating from a cam-
era person’s mobile who was
working for the AICC.

Continued on Page 4
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Lucknow: Concerned over
spike in air pollution, the Uttar
Pradesh government on
Sunday warned that action will
be taken against those burning
garbage, polythene and stubble
in the field.  “Stubble burning
in the field results in massive air
pollution. Therefore, farmers
should be encouraged and
made aware of the conse-
quences of burning straw in
their fields. Officials should
ensure straw is mixed in the soil 

Continued on Page 4
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In a significant indication of
India’s rising profile, the 10-
nation ASEAN on Sunday

clearly appreciated New Delhi’s
growing role in the Indo-
Pacific region as the two sides,
with a combined GDP of USD
5 trillion, vowed to further
broadbase strategic ties and
deal with major challenges
like of terrorism collectively.

In his address at the annu-
al India-ASEAN summit,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi talked about the mutu-
al coordination between India’s
vision of the Indo-Pacific and
ASEAN Outlook for the strate-
gically key region which has
been witnessing growing
Chinese assertiveness. Modi
also talked about cross-border
terrorism, spread of violent
extremism and the situation in
the South China Sea, and
underlined the need for greater
cooperation between India and
the ASEAN (Association of
Southeast Asian Nations) to
unitedly confront major chal-
lenges facing the region.

“I welcome the mutual
coordination of the Indo-
Pacific Outlook between India
and the ASEAN. India’s Act
East Policy is an important
part of our Indo-Pacific
vision. The ASEAN is and
always will be the heart of our
Act East Policy. Integrated,
organised and economically
developing ASEAN is in
India’s basic interest,” Modi
said. Officials said the biggest
takeaway from the 16th India-
ASEAN summit was acknowl-
edgement of the ASEAN lead-
ers about India’s growing role

in the Indo-Pacific for the first
time after the bloc came out
with an “Outlook” for the
region. The endorsement of
India’s role assumes signifi-
cance as it came in the midst
of geo-political power play in
the Indo-Pacific region and
escalating territorial disputes
between between China and a
number of ASEAN countries.

“All the ASEAN countries
appreciated India’s growing
role (in the Indo-Pacific)
region and that India’s grow-
ing role is a factor of peace
and stability in the region.
That is the broad approach of

the ASEAN,” said Vijay
Thakur Singh, Secretary
(East) in the Ministry of
External Affairs.

Earlier, Chinese Premier
Li Keqiang said his country
was ready to work with
ASEAN countries to ensure
peace, security and stability in
the South China Sea. Singh
said the issue of South China
Sea was discussed at the sum-
mit and it was noted by both
sides the importance of pro-
moting a rules-based order in
the region including through
upholding adherence to inter-
national law. In his address,

the prime minister said India
is committed to further
strengthen partnership with
the ASEAN through stronger
surface, maritime and air-
connectivity and digital-link.
“USD 1 billion line of credit
will be useful for physical
and digital connectivity. Our
intention is to greatly increase
the traffic of people for study,
research, trade and tourism.
To achieve this goal, India is
ready to increase partnership
with the ASEAN in the area of
mutual interests,” he said. The
10-nation ASEAN is consid-
ered one of the most influen-

tial groupings in the region.
India and several other coun-
tries including the US, China,
Japan and Australia are its dia-
logue partners. The ASEAN
region along with India togeth-
er comprises combined popu-
lation of 1.85 billion people,
which is one fourth of the glob-
al population and their com-
bined GDP has been estimat-
ed at over USD 5 trillion.
Modi said India is also ready
to further increase capacity
building and partnerships in
areas of agriculture, science,
research, ICT and engineering.

“I welcome the recent deci-
sion to review the ASEAN-
India FTA. This will not only
make our economic relations
more stronger, but our trade
will also be balanced. We also
want to strengthen our part-
nership in the areas of mar-
itime security and blue econ-
omy,” he said. The prime min-
ister also announced that India
would be looking at creating an
endowment of Rs 50 million
for promoting exchanges
between faculty as well as stu-
dents under India-ASEAN
network.

Singh said the ASEAN
leaders spoke of India as a
long-term friend and a dynam-
ic partner and complimented
India’s contribution in the
peace and stability of the
region. The leaders also wel-
comed India’s support to the
centrality of the ASEAN and
India’s programmes and pro-
jects which support ASEAN
master plan for connectivity.
“They expressed keen interest
in enhancing partnership mar-
itime and cyber domains,” said
Singh.
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Uttar Pradesh Energy
Minister Shrikant
Sharma launched a

scathing attack on the opposi-
tion Congress and Samajwadi
Party, saying that it was shame-
ful for leaders of parties noto-
rious for corruption to com-
ment on the Yogi Adityanath
government. 

Sharma on Sunday said
the Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment was working with zero
tolerance policy towards cor-
ruption. 

He said Congress general
secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra should ponder over the
actions of her family and party
before commenting on the
government headed by a
mahant (monk). 

He also accused the previ-
ous Akhilesh Yadav dispensa-
tion of “opening the gate of cor-
ruption” by taking the “dubi-
ous” decision of investing part
of the UP Power Corporation
Limited (UPPCL) employees’
provident fund in DHFL.

Both the leaders have crit-
icised the UP government over
the “scam” involving invest-
ment of provident fund of
UPPCL employees in non-
banking finance companies.

“Samajwadi Party presi-
dent Akhilesh Yadav should
have done his homework
before pointing fingers at the
present state government. The
gate to this scam was opened by
his government. Akhilesh
Yadav must not lose sight of the
fact that he is living in a glass
house and does not have the
liberty of throwing stones on
others. He should not speak
without doing the minimum
required home work,” Sharma
said at a press conference in the
state capital on Sunday. 

The UP Energy Minister
said that Akhilesh Yadav was
steeped in corruption. “Mining
scam took place during his
tenure. The CBI is investigating
it on the order of the (Allahabad)
High Court,” he said.

Referring to Bahujan Samaj
Party chief Mayawati, Sharma
said Akhilesh Yadav “covered
up” the statue scam of “his Bua”. 

“Both of them were
involved in the matter. Bua is
guilty in the pink stone scam,
but Akhilesh is also guilty as he
did not order probe into the
scam after forming the govern-
ment in UP,” he said.

The Energy Minister said
the script of the provident
fund investment scam was
written in 2014. 

"During the Akhilesh
Yadav's regime, on April 21,
2014, it was decided that if
there were options of getting
more interest, the amount of
EPF and GPF (general provi-

dent fund) could be invested in
non-bank institutions. On the
basis of this decision, the
process for investment of
employees’ EPF and GPF  in
housing companies started in
December 2016. The invest-
ment in Dewan Housing
Finance Company Limited
(DHFL) started from March
17, 2017,” Sharma said. 

"By taking this decision,
the gates of corruption were
opened (during the SP
regime)," the minister said.

“On December 17, 2016,
the state power employees trust
and UPPCL provident fund
trust’s then secretary Praveen
Kumar Gupta and  UPPCL
Director  (Finance) Sudhanshu
Dwivedi were  authorised for
this," he said and added, "After
this, Dwivedi and Gupta began
the actual  investment in the
DHFL from March 2017 with-
out bringing the matter to the
knowledge of the power utili-
ty's Managing Director.

Sharma said the two offi-
cials began investing the
UPPCL's EPF in the Dewan
Housing Finance Corporation
Ltd (DHFL)  despite a clearance
to deposit the money for a fixed
period in the Punjab National
Bank (PNB).

Gupta and Dwivedi have
already been  arrested and an
FIR was registered at the
Hazratganj police station in
Lucknow against them under
sections 420/409/467/468/471
of the Indian Penal Code for
fraud, criminal breach of trust
and tampering with govern-
ment documents. Both have
been sent to jail on a 14-day
judicial custody by a magistrate.

The Energy Minister said if
all this was happening at the
behest of Akhilesh Yadav had

he not given freedom for loot?
“The SP president must answer
this question,” he said.    

Sharma said the UPPCL
provident fund trust decided to
invest over �2,600 crore in
DHFL during the tenure of
Akhilesh Yadav itself.

Targeting Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, the Energy Minister
said, “It is ironical to see the
leader of a party which is syn-
onymous and notorious for
corruption raising question on
Yogi Adityanath government’. 

He added, “It is ironical
and shameful that these lead-
ers are commenting on BJP
government which is strident-
ly pursuing the policy of zero
tolerance towards corruption’’.

Congress general secretary
incharge UP, Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra had on Saturday ques-
tioned the role of UP govern-
ment in the scam. 

In a tweet, she said, “The
BJP government in Uttar
Pradesh invested the money
from the provident fund of the
state`s power corporation per-
sonnel in a defaulting compa-
ny like DHFL. Whose interest
was to be served by investing
more than �2,000 crore of the
employees` hard earned money
in such a company? Is it justi-
fied to play with the future of
the employees?”

According to the Energy
Minister, the UPPCL
Chairman had received an
anonymous complaint on July
10, 2019 following which a
probe was ordered on July 12,
2019 into the matter. It was
headed by Director, Finance.
The report was presented by
the inquiry committee on
August 29, 2019, confirming
serious financial irregularities.
On October 1, 2019, the vigi-

lance wing of UP Power
Corporation was directed to
investigate the matter in detail. 

On October 10, 2019, the
then secretary of state power
employees trust and UPPCL
provident fund trust PK Gupta,
was suspended and depart-
mental inquiry was ordered.
Based on the recommendation
of the vigilance wing, it was
decided to register a criminal
case in the matter. On
November 2, 2019, the case was
registered by Hazratganj police
under relevant sections. 

Sharma said the Yogi
Adityanath government took
immediate action and sent the
culprits to jail. “Such quick
action was never taken during
the Akhilesh or Mayawati
regimes,” he added.

The Energy Minister said
the government would ensure
that the UPPCL employees and
officials got their money back.
“Till the time the CBI starts
investigating the case, DG
(Economic Offences Wing) RP
Singh will investigate the mat-
ter. The CBI probe will be for
the entire episode and none
involved in the matter will be
spared. The Yogi government
does not wait for an incident,
but it sends the criminals
behind bars soon after getting
the information,” he said.

The UPPCL has invested
its employees` provident fund
worth over �2,600 crore in
Mumbai-based Dewan
Housing Finance Corporation
Limited (DHFL), whose pro-
moters were recently grilled by
the Enforcement Directorate
for their alleged links with a
front company of late Iqbal
Mirchi, a close aide of fugitive
underworld don Dawood
Ibrahim Kaskar.
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Even as a thick blanket of
smog engulfed several parts

of Delhi and Uttar Pradesh on
Sunday, a Bharatiya Janata
Party leader suggested a bizarre
way to tackle the pollution —
yajnas. 

The leader believes that
pleasing Lord Indra would
help reduce the pollution in the
national capital region.

BJP leader Sunil Bharala,
who is chairman of the State
Labour Welfare Board and has
the rank of cabinet minister,
said that criticism of stubble
burning was not right. He said
the governments should instead
perform yajnas to please Lord
Indra, the God of rain, who
would set things right. 

Sunil Bharala’s comments
come at a time when Delhi is
under grip of one of the worst
air quality with the AQI in
most places breaching the 399
mark. 

Bharala said stubble burn-
ing was a natural process and
it did not cause pollution of
such high level. “Farmers have
always burned stubble and the
items burnt are waste materi-
al... it is a natural process.
Repeated criticism of it is

unfortunate,” he said.
The BJP leader said in

order to reduce pollution, gov-
ernments should perform yaj-
nas to please Lord Indra as tra-
ditionally done and Lord Indra
would set things right.

Stubble burning is consid-
ered to be one of the major rea-
sons for pollution. Over 22,000
cases of stubble burning have
been witnessed in Punjab and
more than 4,200 in Haryana in
the recent days, officials dis-
closed.

Bharala said, “When farm-
ers cultivate sugarcane or dal,
such wastes are bound to gen-
erate and they have to burn it.” 

Sunil Bharala, a Brahmin
leader from west UP, was
appointed as the chairman of
the labour welfare board with
the rank of cabinet minister
ahead of the 2019 Lok Sabha
poll.

In UP, Ghaziabad had the
worst average AQI of 453,
followed by Bulandshahr
(446), Hapur (444), Greater
Noida (438), Baghpat (435),
Noida (432), Lucknow (422),
Kanpur (379), Meerut (371)
and Varanasi (328), the
Central Pollution Control
Board’s (CPCB) Saturday data
showed.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath will be in

Baghpat on Monday for the
launch of sugarcane crushing
season of Ramala Sugar Mill.
Yogi Adityanath will be in the
Jat belt of western UP as the
Bharatiya Janata Party looks to
connect with sugarcane farm-
ers of the region. 

This will be the first crush-
ing season of the Ramala mill
after its capacity expansion, a
promise the BJP had made to
the farmers in 2018.

Yogi Adityanath is also
expected to address the farm-
ers after the launch of the
crushing season. The BJP has
already started telling the farm-
ers in western UP how the
capacity enhancement of the
sugar mill will help them.

“The crushing capacity of
the Ramala Sugar Mill has
now been increased from
27,500 quintal to 50,000 quin-
tal per day. A 27 megawatt co-
generation power plant has
also been set up in the mill
premises. Now, an estimated 90
lakh quintal sugarcane will be
crushed here during the season
and this will lead to production
of nearly 9.5 lakh quintals of
sugar,” said Bharatiya Janata
Party leader Chandramohan,

who hails from the region.
“Nearly 35,000 sugarcane

farmers will supply cane to the
mill. After the mill’s expansion,
nearly 2,500 people will get
direct and indirect employ-
ment,” Chandramohan said,
citing the development as proof
of the BJP’s commitment to
sugarcane farmers.

The fact that Baghpat has
been former Prime Minister
late Chaudhary Charan Singh’s
karmabhoomi and Lok Sabha
constituency has also come in
handy for the BJP in running
down Charan Singh’s son Ajit
Singh, who draws political
strength through Rashtriya
Lok Dal (RLD) which is pri-
marily a west UP based polit-
ical outfit. RLD had inked a
pact with the Samajwadi Party
for the 2019 Lok Sabha polls
as well as for the recent by-
polls.

“We would obviously tell
the farmers that while parties
like Rashtriya Lok Dal and
their leaders like Ajit Singh,
who owe their political exis-
tence to the region, as well as
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav, merely paid lip service
to the farmers, it was Prime
Minister Narendra Modiji
along with Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath who alone thought
of addressing the plight of the

sugarcane farmers,” the BJP
leader added.

The BJP also plans to tell
the people that not just in
western UP, in eastern part of
the state too, the government’s
initiatives are transforming the
fate of sugarcane farmers.

“In Gorakhpur, there has
been 1,000 hectare increase in
sugarcane growing area. The
start of Pipraich and Basti’s
Munderwa Sugar Mill, increase
in duration of crushing and
timely payments are among
steps that have helped the cane
farmers,” Chandramohan
added.
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The Power Employees’ Joint
Action Committee has

demanded the dismissal of the
Managing Director and the
Chairman of UP Power
Corporation Limited for the
employees provident fund
investment scam.

The Joint Action
Committee alleged that the
money from the power
employees’ provident fund was
diverted to a non-banking
finance company with the tacit
approval of the top officials of
the  UPPCL.

Shailendra Dubey, con-
venor of the Joint Action
Committee, said that Energy
Minister Shrikant Sharma had
himself admitted that an
anonymous complaint was
received on July 10, 2019 and
the subsequent inquiry report
on August 28, 2019 also con-
firmed the irregularity, yet the
Managing Director and the
Chairman of the UPPCL took
no action. He said the top brass
of the UPPCL owed an expla-
nation to the power employees
as to why they maintained
silence for over two months.
“Were they attempting to pro-
tect somebody?” he asked.

Welcoming the prompt
action taken by the UP govern-
ment against the two officials
of the UPPCL in this case, the
Joint Action Committee
demanded immediate dis-
missal of the Managing
Director and Chairman of the
PSU power utility.  It also
demanded that the UP govern-
ment take the responsibility for
the security of the money of the
power employees.

Lauding Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath for recom-
mending a CBI inquiry into the
incident, the Joint Action
Committee said for free and
fair probe, it was necessary to
remove the top officials of the
UPPCL and they be held
accountable for the  lapse. 

In a statement issued on
Sunday, Dubey said the govern-
ment should reconstitute the
UPPCL provident fund trust
and include representatives of
the employees in it.

Dubey said the Energy
Minister had admitted that
first investment in fixed deposit
of the DHFL was made on
March 17, 2017. He said invest-
ment was also made after-
wards but it was not clear who
was the officer in UPPCL who
authorised further investment
in the DHFL.

“If the investment in fixed
deposit of DHFL after March
17, 2017 was made with the
permission of the UPPCL
Chairman then why no action
has been taken against him. If
the investment was made with-
out the approval of the
Chairman, why no action has
been taken against him for the
serious lapse in discharge of his
official duties’’, the Joint Action
Committee convenor asked.  

Agra (PTI): The National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) has been fined �6.84
crore for polluting air due to
consistent construction activity
in Agra, officials said on Sunday.
The NHAI has also been
instructed to sprinkle water
wherever construction work is
being undertaken around Agra,
they said. A fine of �6.84 crore
has been imposed on NHAI for
causing air pollution through
construction activities, said
Bhuvan Yadav, regional officer of
the Uttar Pradesh Pollution
Control Board in Agra.

Also, directions have been
issued to Agra Nagar Nigam to
carry out mechanised sweeping
work to help reduce air pollu-
tion, he said.

The anti-pollution board
has also instructed brick kilns
around the city using old tech-
nology to switch over to Zig-Zag
technology to help reduce air
pollution. Various government
agencies such as the Agra
Development Authority, Awas
Vikas and the PWD, have been
instructed if they carry out con-
struction activities, they have to
use dust suppressant, the official
said. In addition, all the demo-
lition and construction waste
rules have to be followed like
sprinkling of water, establishing
green cover, covering raw mate-
rials, among others, Yadav
added. 

Agra: As north India battles
severe levels of pollution, state
authorities have deployed an air
purifier van at the Taj Mahal to
save the iconic monument,
officials said on Sunday.

The air purifier van
deployed by the Uttar Pradesh
Pollution Control Board
(UPPCB) has capacity to puri-
fy 15 lakh cubic metre air in
eight hours within a 300 metre
radius, they said.

“Looking at the developing
situation and consistent dete-
rioration in air quality, a mobile
air purifier van has been
deployed at the west gate of the
Taj Mahal,” Regional Officer of
UPPCB Bhuvan Yadav told
PTI.

Pollution around the white
marble mausoleum has been a
cause of concern for a long time
as it has been damaging the
monument, one of the seven
wonders of the world.

The district administra-
tion, Agra Nagar Nigam and
UPPCB collaborated with tele-
com operator Vodafone-Idea,
as part of corporate social
responsibility efforts, to bring

in two such air purifier vans to
the city to combat pollution,
the officials said.

The vans were brought to
Agra on October 24 and look-
ing at the fast deteriorating air
quality in the city, one of them
has now been deployed near
the Taj Mahal to protect it from
air pollution, Yadav said.

At present there is no con-
tinuous air monitoring station
around the Taj Mahal to help
calculate the AQI so the mag-
nitude of how much air has
been purified cannot be deter-
mined, the officials said.

However, there is a moni-
toring station at Sanjay Palace
in the city, which showed an
AQI of 293 at 4pm, according
to the Central Pollution
Control Board. An AQI
between 201-300 is consid-
ered ‘poor’ and causes breath-
ing discomfort to most people
on prolonged exposure.

Several north Indian cities
have been battling tremen-
dous levels of pollution over the
past few days, prompting
authorities to declare health
emergency in Delhi. 
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Lakhimpur Kheri: A journalist work-
ing with a Hindi daily was shot at and
seriously injured by two unidentified
assailants in Devuapar village of the
district, police said on Sunday. The
incident took place on Saturday when
the 46-year-old Ramesh Mishra was
on his way back home from Khamaria
town where he runs a medical store,
they said. Mishra was riding pillion on
a bike when the bike-borne assailants
shot at him. A doctor riding the bike
rushed him to the district hospital
from where he was referred to the
Lucknow Trauma Centre in a serious
condition. “An FIR has been lodged
and police teams have been formed to
identify the attackers and the motive
behind the attack,” ASP Shailendra Lal
said. Police have detained two sus-
pects for interrogation. Describing the
attack on the journalist as a “serious”
matter, local journalists called on
police authorities and demanded
speedy investigation and arrest of cul-
prits.
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Muzaffarnagar: A four-month-old
baby died after a stone dropped by a
monkey fell on him at his home in
Sohjani village of Uttar Pradesh’s
Muzaffarnagar district, police said on

Sunday. The incident happened on
Saturday in Titawi police station area,
they said. Police said the monkey was
on the terrace while the baby boy was
in the ground floor with his parents.
The monkey picked up a stone lying on
the terrace it slipped from its grip and
fell on the boy leaving him with serious
injuries. The baby was rushed to a hos-
pital but doctors declared him dead,
police added. 
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Ballia: A man was killed and four oth-
ers were injured when two groups
belonging to different communities
clashed in Jaipur village here, police said
on Sunday. The incident took place on
Saturday when bikes of Sonu Chaurasia
and Jamshed collided with each other,
they said Soon people belonging to
both communities gathered on the spot
and clashed, leaving 75-year-old
Ramdhari Chaurasia dead and four
others injured. Police have arrested six
persons in this connection. Heavy
police force has been deployed in the
village, where the situation is now
under control. 
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Barabanki: A 70-year-old woman was
allegedly strangulated to death by her
son and daughter-in-law, who then dis-

posed her body of in a canal in
Bhikharipur village here, police said on
Sunday. Premavati was allegedly killed
by her son Satyanam and daughter-in-
law Shanti Devi on October 22. Her
younger son on October 30 filed a miss-
ing person compliant after which police
started probing the matter, they said.
During investigation Satyanam con-
fessed to the crime and told police about
the location of the body that was found
on Saturday. Police said Premavati was
killed because of a land dispute with her
son. 
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Banda: Eight persons have been arrest-
ed for allegedly beating up two consta-
bles intervening in their drunken brawl
during a function in their village in the
Banda district. City Circle Officer
Alok Mishra said the incident took
place on Saturday night in Mahokhar
village of the district. “On Saturday
night, there was a ceremony in
Mahokhar village in which there was
a brawl among some persons who had
consumed liquor. On getting informa-
tion, two policemen of Dial 100
Motorcycle service reached there.
Those under the influence of alcohol
beat up the policemen instead,” he said.
Eight persons have been arrested in the
case, while the injured policemen have

been admitted to the district hospital,
Mishra said.
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Bareilly: A man died when a bullet hit
him during celebratory firing at a wed-
ding event in a village here, police said
on Sunday. Hafiz Saleem, 20, sustained
bullet injury in the celebratory gunfire
at the event in Parasrampur village on
Saturday night, Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Sansar Singh said. Saleem was
rushed to a hospital where he died dur-
ing treatment, he said. The victim’s
father, Rafiq Ahmad, identified the per-
son who fired at the event, police said.
An FIR has been lodged against the
accused who is absconding, they said.
The body was sent for post-mortem. 
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Pratapgarh: Three persons, including
two teenagers, were killed here on
Sunday after the motorcycle on which
they were travelling was hit by a truck,
police said. The incident took place in
Mandhata area, they said. The victims
— Shan Mohammad (25), Farhat (14)
and Mohammad Shaban (16) — were
killed on the spot, the police said. Their
bodies have been sent for post-mortem,
they said. No arrests have been made so
far and a probe is underway, the police
said. 
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Muzaffarnagar: Power sup-
ply to a village in Shamli dis-
trict has been disconnected as
villagers did not clear dues of
over �91 lakh, officials said
Sunday.

All 300 consumers in the
Jahanpura village, under the
Kairana police station limits,
have not cleared their electric-
ity bills amounting to �91.88
lakh despite reminders being
issued to them, said Uttar
Pradesh Power Corporation’s
Sub Divisional Officer Atul
Yadav.

Due to this, power supply
to all the consumers in the vil-
lage has been disconnected, he
added.

Villagers said due to the
power cut they were facing
problems with grass-cutting
machines and water pumps
lying are unused.

In October this year, the
state government had issued
orders to recover electricity
dues following heavy revenue
losses to power generation
companies.                       PTI
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Air pollution persisted on
Sunday with the state cap-

ital recording an AQI of 400,
still in the ‘very poor’ catego-
ry. However, the sun was just a
bit brighter though hazy con-
ditions continued to prevail.

District Magistrate
Abhishek Prakash said since
students are facing problems,
schools should ensure sprin-
kling of water on the grounds
and more plantation in the
premises.

Regional tourism officer
Anupam Srivastava said such
conditions discourage tourists
from coming to the state cap-
ital, this impacting tourism.
“Whatever bookings have been
carried out earlier will convert
into the footfall, but there will
be no new bookings if the pol-
lution levels are not brought
down,” he pointed out.

A couple of tourists in
Lucknow from foreign coun-
tries expressed displeasure at
the increased pollution levels in
Lucknow. A former professor
of a reputed institute in UP said
he was appalled to see heaps of
garbage and toxic conditions in
the city. “There are heaps of
garbage in Ashiyana and roads
are in extremely bad conditions
with dust all around. We had
already made the bookings
and hence we came to
Lucknow, but pollution is a
major cause of concern. We are

based in Novato (California)
which has a very good environ-
ment,” he said.

Meanwhile, apart from
human beings, pollution also
impacted the Lucknow zoo
inmates. Zoo director RK Singh
said the  animals were sluggish
and did not step out of their
cages. “Deer were the most
impacted as they move around
in open surroundings and have
no enclosure of their own,” he
said. He added that to curb the
impact of pollution on the
animals, they are giving extra

nutritious diet to the inmates.
Meanwhile, principal sci-

entist of NBRI’s Climate
Change division Vinod Pandey
said people can plant saplings
in their homes and roadsides to
help fight pollution.

A mobile app called ‘Green
Planner’ has been  made by
NBRI and it has a database to
provide information on differ-
ent plants for mitigating air pol-
lution. “The saplings can be
planted on roadsides, road-
dividers, in greenbelts, and
even indoors. These plants will

help ameliorate the deleterious
effects of different air pollutants
from industrial emissions,
vehicular exhausts, and indoor
premises,” he said. 

“Plants with their canopy
minimise pollution by filtering
dust and absorption of gaseous
pollutants. Once the plants are
established, they need little
care and attention.The app is to
provide information to town-
planners, policy-makers and
other stakeholders regarding
the plants suitable,” NBRI sci-
entists said.
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Three persons allegedly
working for a gang

involved in  cyber fraud and
sending money to foreign
countries using crypto curren-
cy were nabbed by a team of
STF from Chinhat on Sunday. 

Those arrested were iden-
tified as Rakesh Kumar Singh,
Bittu Yadav and Pradeep Deo,
all of Bihar. The STF team
recovered 16 ATM cards, two
Aadhaar cards, two PAN cards,
a driving licence and Rs 21, 300
in cash from the possession of
the accused.

According to an official
communiqué, the STF team
was working on the gang that
used to float job offers on job
social media sites and then
dupe gullible job-seekers from
India and abroad. The gang
would also misusing the bit-
coin wallet to dupe job-seek-
ers. The STF team was tipped
off that some members of the
above-mentioned gang were
active in Kushinagar and
Lucknow. The team worked in
the case and nabbed the
accused from near Kamta tri-

section in Chinhat.
The accused owned up

their crime during interroga-
tion. They said cyber fraud is
handled by miscreants in US
and other European countries.
In the cyber crime glossary,
such miscreants are called
‘scammers’. 

The modus operandi of
the gang is a three-tier system
in which a scammer is the
main handler and his agent is
called a ‘picker’. The job of a
person working as Bitcoin ven-
dor was to send the money to
the Bitcoin wallet of the scam-
mer. The pickers and Bitcoin
vendors are recruited by scam-
mers and given their cut in

online fraud. To operate the
racket, a scammers used to
float job offers at social media
sites and give their cell num-
bers with an aim to lure the
aspirants to chat with them or
get connected with them by
dialing their numbers. After an
innocent was trapped, the
picker used to contact the vic-
tim and lure him into transfer-
ring money into their bank
account. To avoid police
action, a picker used to open
several bank accounts in the
name of innocents luring them
with small cash.

After a victim trapped in
the racket deposited the cash,
the picker used to take his cut

and send the remaining
amount to Bitcoin vendor,
who would transfer the same
into the wallet of the scammer.

The police said the accused
disclosed the names of sever-
al pickers working in UP, and
also of a Bitcoin vendor of
Moradabad. The police said
they got a list of bank accounts
and money transaction
through this.

$���
A shop selling ‘baati-

chokha’ and another selling tea
went up in flames after an LPG
cylinder meant for domestic
use exploded in Munshipulia
locality under Ghazipur police
station area on Sunday morn-
ing. However, no casualty was
reported in the incident while
the losses were being estimat-
ed. Reports said the cylinder
kept at the ‘baati-chokha’ shop
caught fire and exploded when
the workers were busy working.
Soon, the flames engulfed the
neighbouring tea shop. A fire
tender was sent to the place and
the flames were doused. A
police spokesman said further
investigations were on.

Lucknow (PNS): Son of a property deal-
er allegedly raped a girl sleeping in her small
house in Puraniya under Aliganj police sta-
tion area on Friday night. After a case for rape
was registered on Saturday, the accused was
rounded up. According to Aliganj inspector
Aniruddha Singh, victim’s brother had lodged
a case on Saturday after which the girl was sent
for medical test. “A team was formed and the
accused was arrested from near his house,” he
said. The inspector said that the accused is a
student and his father is a property dealer. The
inspector said the accused barged into the
house of the girl when she was asleep and
raped her. It surfaced during interrogation that
the accused had an evil eye on the girl for a
long time. 

Meanwhile, a youth was killed in a road
mishap in Sarojininagar early Sunday morn-
ing. Reports said the youth, identified as Ankit
Pal (24) of Asoha area in Unnao, worked at
a factory in Nadarganj and was returning
home by his bike after his night-shift duty got
over on Sunday morning. When Ankit
reached Sadullakheda locality around 6 am,
a tractor-trolley hit his motorcycle from
behind. Ankit suffered grievous injuries in the
mishap. Commuters chased the errant driver,
later identified as Ashutosh Shukla, but he
managed to escape, abandoning the vehicle
on the spot. Ankit was rushed to a hospital
where he was declared brought dead.
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Lucknow Mahotsav, which will be held
from November 25 to December 5,

will have a new cultural night this year
by the name of ‘Vintage Nite’. Secretary,
Lucknow Mahotsav Committee,
Anupam Srivastava said it is the first time
that this segment is being introduced to
showcase the songs of the 90’s.

Srivastava said they had selected
popular Bollywood singer Alka Yagnik
who will perform at the cultural night.
“Among other artistes who we have
finalised include Jubin Nautiyal for
‘Bollywood Nite’, Badshah for ‘Rock Nite’,
and Sabri brothers for ‘Qawwali Nite,” he
said. He added that for the opening cer-
emony, they will have the Grammy
Award winner Vishwa Mohan Bhatt.

Srivastava said the theme of the
annual cultural extravaganza has yet not
been decided but preliminary activities
at the ground level have started. 

“Grass is being cut and ground
preparations have begun. Within a week,
the activities will speed up. This time, our
focus will be on maintaining cleanliness
at the venue,” he said.

Srivastava said senior officials have
been informed about the problem of traf-

fic snarls  so that proper planning can
be made in this regard and visitors do not
face any inconvenience.  The Mahotsav
will also have an ‘ODOP’ zone to high-
light the well-known products.

Srivastava said they have also
approached Nepal for performance by
artistes from there. “Things are current-
ly in process and will soon be finalised.
We have also approached artistes from
SAARC nations to perform at the
Lucknow Mahotsav,” he added.
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Ateam of Special Task Force
(STF) gunned down a

dreaded criminal (sharpshoot-
er) while his aide succeeded in
evading arrest following a
broad daylight encounter near
a private university in Vibhuti
Khand on Sunday. 

The slain sharpshooter was
identified as Sachin Pandey of
Azamgarh, but his aide could
not be identified. The STF
team recovered a .300 mm
pistol from the possession of
the slain criminal. Police said
Pandey suffered injuries on
his chin and waist during the
exchange of fire with the STF
team. Luckily though, no cops
suffered injuries.    

As per reports, the teams

working on the criminals
intimidating businessmen for
extortion received a tip-off
about Sachin, who along with
his aide, was at a tea stall near
Amity University. Around
noon, the team laid a trap there
and challenged the duo, asking
them to surrender.

“The criminals opened fire
at the STF team and in retali-
ation, Sachin was gunned
down. We rushed him to RML
Hospital where he was declared
brought dead,” the police said.

As per STF dossiers, Sachin
and his gang members had
killed Abul Qais and Kishan
Sonkar for extortion in 2013
and 2014, respectively. He had
also opened fire at the houses
of several businessmen to
intimidate them. In view of the

long list of cases against him,
the Azamgarh police had
announced a cash reward on
his arrest. The police said
Sachin was the leader of a
gang called D-18 in Azamgarh
and in 2013, he had shot at a
constable, Rajneesh Singh, who
was the gunner of the then
Azamgarh SP, during a police
checking drive. It also sur-
faced that Sachin had execut-
ed murders and loots in Bihar
and other states in the past.

Sources said Sachin was
not associated with any mafia
gang and was a contract killer.
According to the police, as
many as 22 cases, included
those of murder and loot, were
registered against Sachin at
different police stations in
Azamgarh.
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Thieves made off with jew-
ellery and Rs 40,000 in

cash from a temple of
Goddess Kali in Indira Nagar
on Saturday night. According
to officials of the temple (pres-
ident Anoop Mukherji and
secretary Jai Chatterjee)
known as Ma Kalyani Kali
Badi in Khurram Nagar, they
came to know of theft on
Sunday morning after being
alerted by some devotees. 

“The thieves decamped
with gold and silver orna-
ments adorned by the god-
dess. They also broke the
donation box and collected
the cash kept in it. To gain
access into the temple, they
broke the channel gate which
was locked,” complainants
stated in the FIR. 

They said the temple was
located close to a girls’ college
in the area. The police drew
flak over the incident and
devotees said the cops had
been unable to prevent theft
incidents. 

“The situation of the com-
mon man can be gauged when
even temples are not safe.
They said the police claim on
previous night patrolling in
the area was baffling as thieves
struck at the temple and fled
unchallenged,” the 
devotees said. 

They added that thieves
had struck at several temples
in Indira Nagar and other
trans-Gomti localities. A
police spokesman said that a
case was registered in this
connection and a sub-inspec-
tor tasked with conducting the
probe.  
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U.P. POWER TRANSMIS-
SION CORPORATION LTD.
E-TENDER NOTICE
Following E-Tenders are invit-

ed from the experienced/reputed contrac-
tors/suppliers for the execution of follow-
ing works:- For more details login on web-
site www.etender.up.nic.in. 1. E-Tender
No. 83/AETC/2019-20:- Work of grass
Cutting in switchyard and surrounding area
at 220KV Sub-Station Azamgarh under
Electy. 400KV sub-station Division,
Azamgarh. Earnest Money: Rs. 2000.00
(Rs. Two Thousand) only. Tender Cost: Rs.
236.00 (Rs. Two Hundred Thirty Six) only.
2. E-Tender No.84/AETC/2019-20:- Annual
maintenance of 400KV S/S Azamgarh
under Electy. 400KV sub-station Division,
Azamgarh. Earnest Money: Rs. 17000.00
(Rs. Seventeen Thousand) only. Tender
Cost: Rs. 2006.00 (Rs. Two Thousand six)
only. 3. E-Tender No. 85/AETC/2019-20:-
Annual maintenance of 220KV S/S
Azamgarh under Electy. 400KV sub-station
Division, Azamgarh. Earnest Money: Rs.
14000.00 (Rs. Fourteen Thousand) only.
Tender Cost: Rs. 1652.00 (Rs. One
Thousand Six Hundred Fifty two) only. 4.
E-Tender No. 86/AETC/2019-20:- Work of
Grass cutting in switchyard and surround-
ing area at 400KV Sub-Station Azamgarh
under Electy. 400KV sub-station Division,
Azamgarh. Earnest Money: Rs. 7000.00
(Rs. Seven Thousand) only Tender Cost:
Rs. 826.00 (Rs. Eight Hundred Twenty Six)
only. 5. E-Tender No. 87/AETC/2019-20:-
Procurement of different type of hardware
for adding 01 no. 132 KV bay for Lalganj-
Dobhi TSS line at 132 KV S/S Lalganj
under Electy. Trans. Division, Azamgarh.
Earnest Money: Rs. 2000.00 (Rs. Two
Thousand) only Tender Cost: Rs. 236.00
(Rs. Two Hundred Thirty Six) only. 6. E-
Tender No. 88/AETC/2019-20:- Annual
Maintenance of 132 KV S/S Madiyahoo
under Electy. Trans. Division, Jaunpur.
Earnest Money: Rs. 10000.00 (Rs. Ten
Thousand) only. Tender Cost: Rs. 1180.00
(Rs. One Thousand One Hundred Eighty)
only. 7. E-Tender No. 89/AETC/2019-20:-
Annual Maintetance of 220 KV S/S Jaunpur
under Electy. Trans. Division, Jaunpur.
Earnest Money: Rs. 9000.00 (Rs. Nine
Thousand) only Tender Cost: Rs. 1062.00
(Rs. One Thousand Sixty Two) only. 8. E-
Tender No. 90/AETC/2019-20:- Annual
Operation and Maintenance of 132 KV
(SAS) Sub. Station under Electy. Trans.
Division, Azamgarh. Earnest Money: Rs.
22000.00 (Rs. Twenty Two Thousand) only
Tender Cost: Rs. 2596.00 (Rs. Two
Thousand Five Hundred Ninety Six) only.
9. E-Tender No. 91/AETC/2019-20:-
Replacement of 33 KV Single Moose
Conductor Main Bus Bar with double
moose ACSR conductor at 132 KV S/S
Lalganj under Electy. Trans. Division,
Azamgarh. Earnest Money: Rs. 6000.00
(Rs. Six Thousand) only Tender Cost: Rs.
708.00 (Rs. Seven Hundred Eight) only. 10.
E-Tender No. 92/AETC/2019-20:-
Patrolling and Attending breakdown of 400
KV Mau-Azamgarh line under Electy.
Trans. Division, Azamgarh. Earnest Money:
Rs. 2000.00 (Rs. Two Thousand) only
Tender Cost: Rs. 236.00 (Rs. Two hundred
Thirty Six) only. 11. E-Tender No.
93/AETC/2019-20:- Emergency Patrolling
and Attending breakdown of Insulator
strings of 400 KV Mau-Azamgarh line under
Electy. Trans. Division, Azamgarh. Earnest
Money: Rs. 2000.00 (Rs. Two Thousand)
only Tender Cost: Rs. 236.00 (Rs. Two
Hundred Thirty Six) only. 12. E-Tender No.
94/AETC/2019-20:- Procurement of
Earthing discharge rod for 132 KV S/S
Koilsa , Atraulia under Electy. Trans.
Division, Azamgarh. Earnest Money: Rs.
2000.00 (Rs. Two Thousand) only Tender
Cost: Rs. 236.00 (Rs. Two Hundred Thirty
Six) only.  Earnest money will be in shape
of RTGS/NEFT duly pledged in favour of
Superintending Engineer, Electy.
Transmission Circle, UPPTCL, Azamgarh.
Tenderer can upload their tender bids
against E-Tender No. 83 to 86 upto 15:00
Hrs. of 09.12.2019 and the same will be
opened on dated 10-12-2019 at 12:00 hrs,
13:00 hrs, 14:00 hrs, & 15:00 hrs, respec-
tively through E-Tendering. Tenderer can
upload their tender bids against E-Tender
No. 87 to 90 upto 15:00 Hrs. of 10.12.2019
and the same will be opened on dated 11-
12-2019 at 12:00 hrs, 13:00 hrs, 14:00 hrs,
& 15:00 hrs. respectively through E-
Tendering. Tenderer can upload their ten-
der bids against E-Tender No. 91 to 94 upto
15:00 Hrs. of 11.12.2019 and the same will
be opened on dated 12-12-2019 at 12:00
hrs, 13:00 hrs, 14:00 hrs, & 15:00 hrs.
respectively through E-Tendering.
Intimation regarding opening of Tender Bid
Part-II i.e. Price Bid will be given on above
e-website in due course of time. Please visit
web site www.etender.up.nic.in for
details/download and for any other correc-
tions/ amendments /modification extension
till the date of submission of tender. In case
the tender opening date is holiday or under-
signed remain out of headquarters the date
of submission and opening of tender will
stand extended to next working day.
Undersigned has the right to reject/divide
any tender without assigning any reason
thereof. Conditional tenders shall not be
accepted. SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER
(TRANS.) AZAMGARH No. 1394 Date
01.11.2019  SAVE ELECTRICITY IN THE
INTEREST OF NATI Electy.
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Senior principal scientist,

Pharmaceutics and
Pharmacokinetics division of

Central Drug
R e s e a r c h
I n s t i t u t e
(CDRI), Prabhat
Ranjan Mishra
has been elected
as a fellow of
N a t i o n a l

Academy of Science, India
(NASI). The recognition will be
awarded during the 89th
Annual Session of NASI and

symposium on ‘Science and
T e c h n o l o g y - b a s e d
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Development’ from December
21 to 23 at National Academy
of Agricultural Research
Management, Hyderabad. His
work for targeted nano-thera-
peutics has been recognised.
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Uttar Pradesh State Road

Transport Corporation
launched its Twitter handle in
a programme organised at its
headquarters. Transport

Minister Ashok Katariya
launched the Twitter handle as
a fresh  initiative taken by
UPSRTC to connect with pub-
lic in a more efficient manner.
“‘Twitter Sewa’ with the hash-
tag #ParivahanSewa has been
launched with 20 regional han-
dles and at HQ level with three
handles — @upsrtchq,
@cgmoupsrtc and @cgmtup-
srtc,” managing director Raj
Shekhar said.
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The Postal department
recently released perfumed
postage stamps. Officials said
people need not send flowers or
fragrances in envelopes as the
scented postage stamp affixed
on the envelope will express
their feelings to their loved
ones. Director of Postal
Services, Lucknow HQ Region,
Krishna Kumar Yadav said the
department of Posts released
four fragrant commemorative

postage stamps on ‘Agarwood’
and ‘Orange Blossom’ in the
Indian perfume category. The
perfume extract is added dur-
ing the paper-making process,
thereby keeping the fragrance

in postage stamps for a long
time. One set consisting of four
postage stamps is worth Rs 100.
These stamps are up for sale at
Lucknow GPO and other head
post offices.
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Central Institute for
Subtropical Horticulture

(CISH) is organising a five-day
training programme on the
efficient architecture tech-
niques under HDP for resource
conservation and increasing
productivity of subtropical
fruits.

The programme is sup-
ported by National Institute of
Agricultural Extension
Management (MANAGE),
Hyderabad. The training pro-
gramme is being attended by
candidates from different parts
of Uttar Pradesh and two from
Puducherry. High-density
planting system for guava,
developed about 15 years back
at CISH, has been adopted by
farmers almost in all parts of
the country with some modi-
fications.

CISH director Shailendra
Rajan said most of the  trainees
are interacting with farmers in
the field, therefore, they come
across several questions which
require in-depth understanding
of the concept.

“Cultivation techniques
have attracted the trainees to
attend this programme at
Lucknow.  Knowledge of high-
density planting has become a

necessity for the extension
workers also because of farm-
ers invariably ask about new
technologies that they can
adopt. Most of them are inter-
ested to have high-density
planting.  Planting can be made
successful only through intel-
ligent canopy architecture man-
agement,” he said.

Rajan said that commercial
fruit production is now becom-
ing more professional as com-
pared to few decades back.
“People are investing in fruit
plantations and expecting eco-
nomical crop at very early
stage of the of the orchard.
Earlier, orcharding was consid-
ered to be any investment
enjoyed by the children. With
the entry of the youth in this
profession, the lag period is also
reduced. They are interested to
invest money from where they
get returns in a very short time.
Under the changing scenario,
the importance of such train-
ings has increased because a
common farmer is also inter-
ested to do something new  in
his orchard,” he said.

He further pointed out
that efficient tree architecture
management is important for
high-density planting for
ensuring good fruit yield and
quality. 
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The Ministry of Earth Sciences'

air quality monitor, SAFAR, said the
city's overall AQI reached as high as
708 around 5 pm, which is 14 times
the safe level of 0-50. An AQI
between 0-50 is considered 'good',
51-100 'satisfactory', 101-200 'mod-
erate', 201-300 'poor', 301-400 'very
poor' and 401-500 'severe'. An AQI
above 500 falls in the 'severe plus' cat-
egory. Meanwhile, the Delhi
Government on Sunday issued a
health advisory to help people fight
the severe air pollution level plagu-
ing the national capital for the past
few days. Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said the issue of pol-
lution should not be "politicised" and
called on all neighbouring states and
the Centre to "sit together" and delib-
erate on how to prevent stubble
burning as the air quality in the
national capital dipped to alarming
levels. Keriwal said his government
was not indulging in "blame game"
but looking for solutions to pollution
caused by stubble burning.

Concerned over the level of
pollution, the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) has issued
masks to thousands of its personnel
in view of the 'severe' category air
quality in the national capital region. 

Meanwhile, Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh on
Sunday said that the Punjab govern-
ment has acted against nearly 3,000
of its farmers for burning stubble. He
accused his Delhi counterpart
Arvind Kejriwal of doing little
beyond "playing" politics to address
the problem.  "Instead of addressing
the problem, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal is playing political
games," said Singh, asking what the
AAP leader has done on the ground
to resolve the issue.

The Punjab chief minister said
the state authorities have initiated
action against a total of 2,923 farm-
ers in 20,729 cases of stubble burn-
ing reported till November 1. Punjab
government expects about 10 to 20
per cent decline in the number of
such cases this year as against 2018
as a result of the intensified drive by
it, he added. Elaborating on actions
against farmers, Singh on Sunday
said against a total of around 49,000
cases of stubble burning last year, this
year the state government has so far
received reports of 20,729 cases, with
more than 70 per cent of the paddy
crop already having been harvested,
he said. Singh on Saturday had pro-
posed a "stubble management
bonus" of Rs 100 for a quintal of
farming produce by the Centre,
while seekingits intervention to
chalk out an inter-state strategy to
curb the menace of air pollution.
Singh further said that the enforce-
ment teams has visited 11,286 fire
incidents sites till November 1, 2019
and environment compensation
amounting to Rs 41.62 lakh has been
imposed in 1,585 cases with FIRs
registered in 202 cases against
defaulting farmers. According to
some experts, this level of pollution
is equivalent to smoking 33 cigarettes
a day. In the highest pollution read-
ing yet this season, the US embassy
recorded PM-2.5 level of 802 at 1
p.m. The pollution level has been ris-
ing since 1 a.m.
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to make compost,” chief secretary
Rajendra Kumar Tiwari said in a
directive to officers concerned. Apart
from this, arrangements should be
made to ensure sprinkling of water
at construction sites, he said.
Keeping in view the upcoming win-

ter, Tiwari said sufficient arrange-
ments of shelter homes should be
made for the homeless so that no
destitute is forced to sleep in the
open. In order to distribute blankets
to the poor, he said timely action
should be taken for purchasing
blankets. He also directed the offi-
cers to take effective steps for the
release of the funds soon for bonfire
in all the 75 districts in the state.
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"I want to tell that Priyanka

Gandhi also received a similar mes-
sage from WhatsApp around the
same time," Congress chief
spokesperson Randeep Surjewala
said, responding to a question about
Praful and Mamata receiving mes-
sages from the messaging platform.
Facebook-owned WhatsApp has
over 1.5 billion users globally, of
which India accounts for about 400
million.

Priyanka received the message
around the same time when
WhatsApp was sending similar mes-
sages to those whose phones were
allegedly hacked, Surjewala claimed.

This comes after WhatsApp
revealed last week that Indian jour-
nalists and human rights activists
were among roughly 1,400 users
globally spied upon by unnamed
entities using an Israeli spyware,
Pegasus.

The messaging platform had
said it sent special messages to all the
affected users stating that it had "rea-
son to believe they were impacted by
this attack to directly inform them
about what happened."

WhatsApp had informed the
Indian Government in September
that 121 Indian users were targeted
by the Israeli spyware Pegasus, but
the Information Technology
Ministry has contended that the
information received was not com-
plete.

Sources at WhatsApp said the
messaging platform has now
responded to the Government's last
week's query seeking an explanation
on the Pegasus spyware incident that
allegedly snooped on journalists
and human rights activists across the
world, including India.

Surjewala asked whether those
sitting in the echelons of power are
guilty of criminal offences and
whether the Government knew of
the illegal spyware being deployed to
spy on key persons.

"Shocking facts in
#WhatsAppSpygate - Was the BJP
Government spying on citizens and
political leaders in the run up to 2019
elections. Did the Government know
of the illegal spyware since May
2019? Are those sitting in echelons
of power guilty of criminal offences,"
Surjewala asked.

Describing the entire WhatsApp
snooping episode as worrisome,
Congress leader Anand Sharma,
who chairs the parliamentary stand-
ing committing on home affairs, said
this issue will be taken up at the
panel's next meeting on November
15. The Home Secretary is scheduled
to brief the panel on the situation in
Jammu & Kashmir in the next
meeting. "In that meeting this issue
will also be discussed and we will
seek details from the Secretary,"
Sharma said. Concerned about this
development, Shashi Tharoor, who
heads the parliamentary standing
committee on information technol-
ogy, said the panel would share its
concerns. He said he will consult
other members by email on the mat-
ter. "In any case cybersecurity is a
major issue on our agenda and we

are definitely going to take this up
under that rubric. And we will be
seeking clarifications from the
Government," Tharoor said.

He said as the WhatsApp NSO
issue has emerged in the open it is
important to ensure that no other
social media platform can be simi-
larly used, and the panel will seek to
learn how exactly the Government
can ensure that.

"It is vital that as a democracy,
India remains vigilant about the risk
of our freedoms being eroded by
technological means. We must not,
at any price, become a surveillance
State like China," he said.

Meanwhile, West Bengal
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Sunday said many people he has met
here have raised concerns over
breach of privacy. Dhankhar, how-
ever, clarified that he was not aware
of the information available with
Mamata on the matter, drawing
reactions from TMC secretary gen-
eral Partha Chatterjee, who ques-
tioned "the Governor's need to com-
ment on everything the Chief
Minister has said".

Meanwhile, the WhatsApp had
said it was suing NSO Group, an
Israeli surveillance firm, that is
reportedly behind the technology
that helped unnamed entities hack
into phones of roughly 1,400 users.

These users span across four
continents and include diplomats,
political dissidents, journalists and
senior government officials.
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The NCP and Congress have for

the past several days been mulling
over the need to keep the BJP out of
power in Maharashtra, an objective
that can be realised by extending
their support to the Shiv Sena which
is showing clear signs of breaking
away from the BJP and forming its
Government with the support of the
two major Opposition parties in the
State. 

Amid blitzkrieg unleashed by
the Shiv Sena in the media about its
likely victory in the ongoing power
struggle between the saffron alliance,
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis
expressed hope that the impasse
between the BJP and Shiv Sena
would soon end and a new
Government would be formed soon.
"I feel that the political impasse
would end soon. Ultimately, all of us
have to work in the interest of the
State. Currently, the unseasonal
rain-hit farmers are facing serious
hardships. Under the circumstances,
it is essential that a new Government
is formed at the earliest. In the inter-
est of the State, I am optimistic that
a new Government will be formed
in the State soon," Fadnavis said,
while talking mediapersons after
studying the situation and holding
a review meeting with district in
Akola on Sunday morning.

Speaking separately to media-
persons at Nashik in north
Maharashtra, BJP leader and Water
Resources Minister Girish Mahajan
said: "The term of the current State
Assembly will end on November 9.
There is no need to worry much
about Government formation. On
November 9, Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis will meet the
Shiv Sena leaders. I am confident
that at the November 9, a solution
will be found to the stalemate
between the BJP and Sena over the
formation of new Government in the
State". 

Interestingly, Raut scotched the
speculation doing rounds in the
social media since Saturday night

that as part of the emerging politi-
cal "deal" being "reached" among the
Sena, NCP and Congress, Pawar
would become the Chief Minister of
the State and Aditya Thackeray
would be the Deputy Chief Minister
in the new Government. "Sharad
Pawar will not come to the State pol-
itics. His stature is bigger than that
of the Chief Minister's post," he said.

Raut's comments should be seen
in the context of an article he has
written in his Sunday column in the
Sena's official mouthpiece Saamana,
in which he has spoken about five
political options for formation of a
Government in Maharashtra. Of
the five options, he has stressed on
two options: First, the BJP and Sena
should take four steps backward,
come together and form an alliance
Government in the State by sharing
between them the Chief Minister's
post for period of two and a half
years each. Raut writes that this is a
good alternative but it is not possi-
ble because of the "arrogance" of the
BJP.

In the second option - based on
which the Sena spokesperson
appeared to have his statement on
Sunday, Raut says that if the BJP -
being the single largest party -- fails
to win the confidence vote in the
State Assembly, the Shiv Sena can
stake a claim to form a new
Government in the State. "The com-
bined strength of Shiv Sena (56),
NCP (54), Congress (44) and others
goes up to 170. In that case, the Shiv
Sena can have its Chief Minister
heading the Government. The three
parties will have to prepare a com-
mon minimum programme and
run the Government. Like AB
Vajpayee ran the Government in
New Delhi, the Sena will have to run
the Government by taking the two
other parties along with it. This
option is in the interest of
Maharashtra," Raut writes.

Like in the past few days, Raut
slammed Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis for reneging on its promise
of giving the Chief Minister's post to
the Sena for a period of two and a
half years each and said that the Sena
deserved to have its man as it Chief
Minister. "We have spoken about
sharing the Chief Minister's post.
The discussion can happen between
the two parties only on this issue. If
the BJP does not agree to our
demand, then the Shiv Sena will
form the Government on its
strength... Why can't the Sena man
become the Chief Minister?. The
people of the State want the Sena
man as the Chief Minister. The peo-
ple of the State want those individ-
uals who lie should be made to sit
at home. The people want such indi-
viduals to be thrown out of politics.
The politics of lies has never suc-
ceeded in Maharashtra. Late
Balsaheb Thackeray always believed
in politics of truth," the Sena
spokesperson said. Replying to a
question, Raut said it was "mystery"
as to why BJP's national president
Amit Shah had not intervened in the
party's impasse with the Shiv Sena.
"The issue of sharing of Chief
Minister's post on a rotational basis
had taken place in the presence of
Amit Shah. Uddhav Thackeray has
already spoken about what had
transpired in that meeting. Had
Amit Shah met Uddhavji, the two
leaders would have discussed the
issue and sorted out the matters. But,
Amit Shah's silence is mysterious,"
Raut said. Asked especially about
Amit Shah, Raut said: "Amit Shah is
country's Home Minister. Our rela-
tions with Amit Shah are cordial

even today". He, however hastened
to add that it was for the BJP to ini-
tiate the talks.

In remarks that may further
damage the already strained relations
between the Sena and BJP, Raut
charged that the ruling BJP was "mis-
using" the official machinery to
establish contact with MLAs and
form a Government in the State.
"The kind of means being used by
the ruling BJP does not augur well
for traditions of Maharashtra. I
have full information about this. I
don't talk without information....
Whoever has so far missed official
machinery have not succeeded and
their plans have boomeranged on
them. These kinds of things could go
on four to five years in Maharashtra,
but these things do not work now".

In another serious charge against
the BJP, Raut said: "I have also seen
one more thing: Some criminals and
goondas who are out of jail and enjoy
the patronage of the Government,
have for the last 10 days attempted
to put pressure on our MLAs. But
goondagardi did not continue for a
long time. Even these goondas have
gone into hiding now... I will expose
all these things in the near future.
We have the details of how was the
official machinery being misused,
who all the goondas were meeting
and what they were telling the
MLAs concerned".

Meanwhile, an SMS message
received by senior NCP leader and
former Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar from Raut, when the latter
was talking part in a meeting of both
victorious and defeated party MLAs
became a talking point in the State
political circles. "Through this small
message, Raut has indicated that he
wants to talk to me. I don't know
what he wants to tell me. But, I will
talk to Raut once I am through with
the things on hand," Ajit Pawar said.
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The Delhi Government was also

directed by court to provide lump
sum ex-gratia of Rs 50,000, 25,000
and 10,000 respectively to advocates
Vijay Verma, Ranjit Malik and
Pankaj Dubey who received gunshot
injuries,  .

During the hearing, Delhi Police
told the bench that a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) of the
Crime Branch has been formed to
look into the clash and probe the
matter. Police said that four First
Information Reports (FIRs) have
been lodged in connection with the
incident under relevant sections,
including charges of attempt to
murder. "The cases were registered
on separate complaints of the district
judge of Tis Hazari court, two advo-
cates, and a Delhi Police constable
who was injured in the incident. On
the complaint of the district judge,
a case has been registered on the
charges of obstructing public servant
in discharge of public functions,
assault and rioting," said police.

"Two cases have been regis-
tered against police personnel on the
complaint of two advocates, includ-
ing a woman, on the charge of
attempt to murder, voluntarily caus-
ing hurt, wrongful confinement,
criminal intimidation, theft and use
of criminal force on woman with
intent to outrage her modesty.
Another case was filed on the com-
plaint of a police constable, who was
injured in the incident, on the
charge of obstructing public servant
in discharge of public functions,
assault, attempt to murder, rioting
and robbery," said police.

Advocate Rahul Mehra, repre-

senting the Delhi Police, told the
bench that one assistant sub inspec-
tor has been suspended and anoth-
er transferred for alleged involve-
ment in the clash. He said that 21
police officials and eight advocates
were injured in the clash.

Lawyers, however, said more of
their colleagues were injured than
the number claimed by the police.
They also claimed that two advocates
were injured in police firing, but
police said they fired in the air.

Registrar General (RG) Dinesh
Kumar Sharma said a closed-door
meeting was held on Sunday morn-
ing by the chief justice and senior
most judges of the high court.

"The meeting was also attended
by senior police officers and addi-
tional chief secretary of the Delhi
Government. After the meeting,
the court decided to hold a hearing
at 1 pm. During the 1 pm hearing,
the high court issued notices and
sought responses of the Centre, the
Delhi Police commissioner and the
chief secretary on the clash between
lawyers and police. It also asked the
police officers, who were allegedly
involved in the clashes, to be present
in the court at 3 pm," said Sharma.

Tension prevailed in National
Capital's Tis Hazari court complex
on Saturday afternoon after a scuf-
fle broke out between lawyers and
Delhi Police personnel over parking
in the complex. Around 21 vehicles
including Police Control Room
(PCR) vans, prison vans and 12 pri-
vate bikes were set on fire and van-
dalized by lawyers. 

The lawyers also alleged that the
police had opened fired on them in
which two advocates have sustained
bullet injuries. Several police person-
nel including Additional DCP, North
district also sustained injuries in the
incident. The agitated lawyers also
burned the prison locker room and
generator room in the court com-
plex. 

According to police, around
eight to ten police personnel sus-
tained injuries in the incident.
"Jarnail Singh, Station House Officer
(SHO), civil lines police station sus-
tained serious injuries and is said to
be critical. Rajeev Bharadwaj, SHO
of Kotwali police station, sustained
head injury and is undergoing treat-
ment. Harinder Singh, Additional
DCP, North and the operator of
DCP, North are also among the
injured police officials," said the
senior police official.  
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The Home Ministry spokesper-

son had clarified, “The Director
(SPG) has informed it that they have
gone through the video clipping of
the incident. The “green light” shown
in the clipping was found to be that
of a mobile phone used by the
AICC photographer, who was video-
graphing the impromptu Press inter-
action of Rahul Gandhi near the col-
lectorate at Amethi.”

Raising of the April incident by
Malviya to rubbish the Congress
snoopgate claim has triggered a
verbal duel between the two parties
and the Congress is now expected to
counter it. The BJP’s reaction came
minutes after Congress spokesper-
son Randeep Singh Surjewala held
a Press conference and claimed,
“The illegal spyware ‘Pegasus’ was
used to hack cell phones in the run-
up to the 2019 general elections. The
BJP Government was fully aware of
it. Despite repeated reminders from
Facebook, the Government 
didn’t act.”
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Lucknow (PNS): With
health emergency having
been declared in the nation-
al capital owing to alarming
levels of air pollution, it is no
wonder that it is emerging as
one of the reasons for heart
attack in our country. Three
cities of UP are also facing
similar crisis with Ghaziabad
almost at par with Delhi.

Expressing these views at
a CME on ‘Newer prospective
in cardiac management’,
organised at a city hotel, car-
diologists of Ajanta Hospital
expressed concern for the
urban population facing the
threat. Senior cardiologist
Kirtimaan Singh said it is
evident that people living in
rural areas face lesser threat of
heart diseases due to lower
pollution levels. He added
that now, heart disease is not
an age-related factor and can
happen to anyone above 25

years. “However, early detec-
tion and treatment decreases
the chances of damage to the
heart. It is a proven fact
Indians get heart diseases at
least 10 years earlier than
our western counterparts,” he
pointed out.

Chief  cardiologist
Abhishek Shukla said that a
combination of poverty, igno-
rance, lack of access to time-
ly quality care are main dri-
vers for high heart disease
deaths in India. “A heart
attack patient can be saved
provided he gets proper treat-
ment during first the 60 min-
utes of attack termed as the
‘golden hour.’ Quick action
and awareness of family
members can help save one’s
life and damage to the heart
can be minimised with prop-
er treatment under the super-
vision of a qualified cardiol-
ogist,” he said.
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Ahome in the heart of
Cochin, the commercial

capital of Kerala, was a dream
Saira Banu nurtured for years.
This dream came true in 2007
when she booked a flat at
Golden Kayaloram, a 15-storey
building standing tall on a 19-
acre plot of land in Maradu
Panchayat of Ernakulam 
district.

But one fine day, 12 years
later, the world around her
came crashing down.

On May 8 this year, the
Supreme Court directed demo-
lition of the entire building,
housing 40 flats, citing viola-
tions of laws relating to coastal
regulation zone (CRZ).

This came as a shock to
Saira Banu and other families
like hers in Golden Kayaloram,
who are on the brink of losing

their dream homes.
Saira Banu, a resident of

Flat 2-B, says, “We invested our
entire life’s savings to buy this
house. For 12 years, no 
authority ever made a whisper
of an objection that our build-
ing falls in the coastal zone. In
fact, the only water body near
our building is a man-made
canal separated by a public
road. Authorities have told us
that a canal is exempted under
the CRZ notification. Then
why is our building being
demolished?”

Commodore (Retd)
Mathew Varghese, president of
the Golden Kayaloram resi-
dents association and whose
family was among the first to
move in, says, “We are shocked
at the decision of the Supreme
Court. It has been passed 
without hearing us or noticing
the fact that we do not fall in

the CRZ category. Our lawyers
told us that the court clubbed
our case with that of three other
residential buildings in the
vicinity — Holy Faith Builders,
Alfa Ventures and Jain Builders.

These projects were given show
cause notice in June 2007 for
CRZ violations. But that is not
the case with us as we were
served notice from Maradu
Municipality for zonal 

violations under the Kerala
Municipal Building Rules.
There was not a whisper of
CRZ.”

A closer look at the claims
of the residents and the records

show that construction for the
Golden Kayaloram project
started in 1995.

The CRZ Management
Plan was prepared by the
Kerala Government a year later
— in September 1996. By then,
the project had obtained 
no-objection certificate from
the Maradu Municipality for
construction. There is a 
municipality school adjoining
this housing project and several
buildings have come up sub-
sequently in the vicinity.

Thomas Kariath, secretary
of Kayaloram Residents
Association, feels the court has
been misled. He says, “Anybody
visiting the area will get a clear
picture that our building does
not violate any law, otherwise
how does one explain the 9000-
o d d
structures constructed within a
one-kilometre radius from our
building.”

“This is a developed urban
area and if at all CRZ were to
apply, we will fall under CRZ-
II category, which permits such

construction. But the mistake
has been committed by the
Enquiry Committee constitut-
ed by the court. This commit-
tee never visited us or spoke to
us and wrongly placed us in
CRZ-III category without any
enquiry. As a result, our land
has been declared a ‘no-con-
struction area’, which is imprac-
tical. Now even the court has
passed a decision without hear-
ing our side. We are con-
strained to knock the doors of
the Supreme Court as natural
justice requires we must be
heard once.”

Varghese, who is also the
president of the Golden
Kayaloram Residents Welfare
Association, has moved a cura-
tive petition along with 17
other residents seeking an
opportunity of hearing from
the top court before court’s
order is implemented.

Advocate EMS Anam, who
is leading the residents’ case in
the top court, said, “The
Enquiry Committee has played
a fraud on the court and we

want that the court must order
an investigation into how such
a miscarriage of justice took
place. 

The curative petition has
been filed by residents of
Golden Kayaloram project
alone and not by residents of
the other three projects as this
project stands on a different
footing and got wrongly
clubbed with the rest.”

The Supreme Court has
not yet fixed a date for hearing
the curative petition. However,
Anam got intimation from the
Supreme Court Registry that
the case is to be listed next
week. 

The petition will be heard
in chambers by a bench of
Chief Justice of India Ranjan
Gogoi, Justices SA Bobde and
NV Ramana besides the two
judges who passed the demo-
lition order. 

The 40-odd residents
maintain their faith in 
judiciary and believe that the
wrong done to them will be 
undone.
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The US has said the Lashkar-e-
Tayaba (LeT) and the Jaish-e-

Mohammad (JeM) continued to
be a threat to India and slammed
Pakistan for granting legitimacy
by allowing candidates affiliated
with the LeT 
front organisations to 
contest the country’s last 
general elections.  

The US has, however, not tar-
geted the LeT and JeM master-
minds who operate freely across
Pakistan. Washington has not
even taken any action against
American companies that are
providing server services to these
terror groups or uploading radi-
cal contents online which are
often used for radicalizing and
recruiting gullible minds into ter-
ror fold, according to officials
from the covert agencies, adding
Washington also did not object to
release of funds of LeT chief
Hafiz Sayeed by the United
Nations Security Council follow-
ing a request from Pakistan
Government. 

“Country Reports on
Terrorism 2018’ published by the

US State Department on Friday
also lambasted Islamabad for its
failure in uniformly implementing
the Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) Action Plan on money
laundering and counter-terrorism
and the UN sanctions related to
designated entities and individu-
als like LeT and its affiliates,
which continued to make use of
economic resources and raise
funds. 

The report said, “Regionally
focused terrorist groups also
remained a threat in 2018. For
example, Pakistan-based Lashkar-
e-Taiba —  which was responsi-
ble for the 2008 Mumbai attacks
— and Jaish-e-Mohammad main-
tained the capability and intent to
attack Indian and Afghan targets.
In February (2018), operatives
reportedly affiliated with JeM
attacked an Indian army camp at
Sunjuwan, in the state of Jammu
& Kashmir, killing seven.” 

The LeT and the JeM, both
sponsored by the Pakistan Army-
ISI combine were responsible for
a series of 
terror attacks in India that include
attack on Parliament, leading to
death of scores of innocent peo-

ple and security personnel.
Pakistan Government has

failed to significantly limit the LeT
and the JeM from raising money,
recruiting and training in
Pakistan, and “allowed candi-
dates overtly affiliated with the
LeT front organisations to contest
the July general elections”, the
report said.

In June, the FATF placed
Pakistan on the “grey list” for defi-
ciencies in its Anti-Money
Laundering and Countering
Financing of Terrorism
(AML/CFT) regimes, including
the failure to implement the UN
sanctions related to designated
entities.

The US State Department
said as a member of the

Asia/Pacific Group
on Money
Laundering (APG),
Pakistan has agreed
to implement inter-
national standards to
combat money laun-
dering, terrorism
finance, and prolifer-
ation finance but its
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n
remained “very

poor”. 
“Pakistan criminalises ter-

rorist financing through the Anti-
Terrorism Act, but implementa-
tion remains uneven. In June
2018, the FATF placed Pakistan on
its ‘grey list’ for deficiencies across
its AML/CFT regimes, specifical-
ly citing concerns over Pakistan’s
failure to fully implement the
UN Security Council ISIL (Da’esh)
and al-Qa’ida sanctions regime.
“The FATF noted that UN-listed
entities, including the LeT and its
affiliates, were not effectively pro-
hibited from raising funds in
Pakistan, or being denied finan-
cial services,” the report said.

“Pakistani authorities failed
to uniformly implement UN sanc-
tions related to designated entities

and individuals such as LeT and
its affiliates, which continued to
make use of economic resources
and raise funds,” it said.

The US report said Pakistan’s
2015 National Action Plan to
combat terrorism includes efforts
to prevent and counter terrorist
financing, including by enhancing
inter-agency coordination on
countering the finance of terror-
ism.

However, the Pakistani laws
relating to anti-money laundering
are essentially weak and the
groups and individuals banned by
Islamabad can even access frozen
funds from bank accounts. 

The law designates the use of
unlicensed ‘hundi’ and ‘hawala’
systems as predicate offences to
terrorism and requires banks to
report suspicious transactions to
Pakistan’s FIU, the (Pakistan)
State Bank’s Financial Monitoring
Unit, it said.

“These unlicensed money
transfer systems persisted
throughout the country and were
open to abuse by terrorist
financiers operating in the cross-
border area,” the report added. 
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Emergence of a new terror group
under the banner of Al Hind Brigade

comprising former leaders of banned out-
fit Students Islamic Movement of India
(SIMI) has set alarm bells ringing in the
security establishment as the outfit 
aims to target right wing Hindu
leaders. 

The outfit had in a post in its inter-
nal communication network recently
hailed the killing of Hindu leader
Kamlesh Tiwari in Lucknow last month
as a new beginning. 

The development assumes signifi-
cance as the crucial verdict on the
Ramjanmbhoomi-Babri Masjid dispute
is expected to be delivered by the
Supreme Court before November 17. 

Initial assessments suggest the out-
fit could have linkages with the Al
Qaeda and Pakistan sponsored terror
group Jaish-e-Mohammad, both of which
have been seeking expand their footprint,
especially in the wake of abrogation of
Article 370 of the Constitution that
granted special status to Muslim-major-
ity Jammu & Kashmir, sources 
said. 

Regrouping of the SIMI that went
underground over a decade back with the
arrest of top leadership could pose major
challenge for the security agencies and
forces which are already stretched due to
the enhanced responsibilities in tackling
law and order situation in Jammu &
Kashmir and taking preventive measures
across the States in the wake of impend-
ing SC judgment on Ayodhya. 

The new outfit might also be getting
support of the sleeper cells of JeM in the
hinterland which might be activated to
foment major communal discord fol-
lowing verdict on the sensitive Ayodhya
issue, sources said. 

Following Centre’s decision to scrap
Article 370 and bifurcate the erstwhile
State of Jammu & Kashmir into the
Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh has rattled Pakistan as the
move negates Islamabad’s position that
there is a dispute over the State. 

Having failed to gain any support
from the international community on its
opposition to the rescinding of the spe-
cial status of J&K, Pakistan has been seek-
ing to use its terror proxies to carry out
hits in the Valley as well as the Indian hin-
terland, sources added. 
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In an effort to further
strengthen defence ties, India

and Uzbekistan have signed
three pacts on cooperation in
security ties after a meeting
between Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and his Uzbek
counterpart Major General
Bakhodir Nizamovich
Kurbanov.  Singh is Uzbekistan
on a three-day visit there end-
ing on Sunday.  

The two Defence Ministers
jointly presided over the cur-
tain raiser of the first-ever
India-Uzbekistan army joint
exercise “Dustlik 2019.”
Incidentally, it the first visit by
Indian Defence Minister to
Uzbekistan in more than 15
years.

Giving details of the pacts
inked, Defence Ministry said
here on Sunday, Singh, who is
attending Council of Heads
and Governments (CHGs) of

the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation as the special
envoy of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in Tashkent,
held talks with his Uzbek coun-
terpart on Saturday.

“Following the meeting,
the two sides concluded a
memorandum of understand-
ing(MOU) on cooperation in
the field of Military Medicine
between the armed forces of
the two countries. In the com-
ing days, the sides will contin-
ue discussions at the expert
level to further enhance their
exchanges in this sphere,” a
statement by the Defence
Ministry said.

The MoU is a byproduct of
interactions emanating from
the MoU on Military
Education signed between the
two countries in October 2018,
it said.   Two Institution-to-
Institution MoUs on training
and capacity building between
institutes of higher military

learning of the two countries
were also signed, the statement
said.

The Defence Ministers
agreed that the two sides would
continue to work together to
further raise their level of
engagement in the defence
sphere in keeping with strate-
gic partnership between India
and Uzbekistan,” it said.  

In the coming days, the

statement said, the two sides
will continue discussions at
the expert level to further
enhance their exchanges in
this sphere.  

The two Defence
Ministers also witnessed the
first-ever exchange over a
video-link between College of
Defence Management in
Secunderabad, Telangana, and
Armed Forces Academy of

Uzbekistan in Tashkent. 
This would be based on

higher level of mutual trust and
respect between the two coun-
tries and on their shared views
and approaches on a range of
regional and international
issues, including promoting
regional stability and security
and combatting extremism and
terrorism, the statement
said.

During the meeting, both
sides expressed satisfaction at
the enhanced level of defence
engagement between India and
Uzbekistan.  “This enhanced
level of engagement is reflect-
ed in the first ever meeting of
the Joint Working Group on
Defence Cooperation in
February 2019, visit of Defence
Secretary of India in March
2019 and the first-ever
Defence-Industry Workshop
organised in Tashkent in
September 2019,” the state-
ment said.  India has offered a

concessional line of credit of
USD 40 million for procure-
ment of goods and services by
Uzbekistan from India.

The direct exchanges relat-
ed to training, capacity build-
ing and education between the
armed forces on both the sides
has also witnessed a significant
upswing.

As regards the first ever
joint exercise, the defence min-
istry said it will be conducted
from November 4-13, 2019, at
Chirchiq Training Area near
Tashkent and will be focused
on counter-terrorism, an area
in which the two countries
share a common concern.

In the exercise, an Indian
Army contingent will train
along with Uzbekistan Army.
The exercise will enable shar-
ing of best practices and expe-
riences between the armed
forces of the two countries
and would lead to greater oper-
ational effectiveness.
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As Delhi gasps for fresh air and
doctors here equate bad air

with new tobacco, a new research
from King’s College London has
just substantiated the fear as it
warned that high air pollution can
cause extra heart attacks, higher
rate of stroke and new asthma
cases particularly in children. 

The study Personalising the
Health Impacts of Air Pollution,
analysed data from British cities,
included London, Birmingham,
Bristol, Derby, Liverpool,
Manchester, Nottingham, Oxford
and Southampton. 

The study said, “Each year on
average, higher air pollution days
in London are responsible for 87
more cardiac arrests outside hos-
pital than lower air pollution
days.” The researchers found that
roadside air pollution in
Birmingham stunted lung growth
in children by 7.7 per cent, while
cutting air pollution in London by
one-fifth would increase chil-
dren’s lung capacity by around 4%.

Worldwide, an awareness of
the dangers of air pollution is
growing. The World Health
Organization (WHO) estimates
that air pollution kills 7 million
people each year — equivalent to
13 deaths every minute.

Globally, says the WHO, more
than 90 per cent of children
under 15 breathe air that puts their
health at serious risk. The young
are especially susceptible, because
their lungs are still developing and
their breathing is faster than
adults’, so they take in more pol-
lutants relative to their body
weight.  One of the most common
ailments that results is asthma.
Poorer children are still more
vulnerable, since their schools

tend to be near busy
roads.

Dr Prashant
Saxena, Head Of
Department , pul-
monology and sleep
medicine, Max Smart
Super Speciality
Hospital, Saket said,
“there is no doubt that

poor air quality poses a great
threat to survival. We have seen a
substantial increase in the num-
ber of patients complaining of res-
piratory diseases like COPD, asth-
ma, bronchitis and their flare-ups. 

“There is also an increase in
cardiac problems like heart attacks
and chest pain etc. Associated
allergic problems like nasal dis-
charge/sneezing, headache, eye
burning, sore throat etc have also
been observed, especially in chil-
dren. Moreover, maternal expo-
sure can cause fatal growth retar-
dation, fatal deaths and retarded
growth of child post-delivery.”

Dr Dharminder Nagar, Paras
Healthcare added, “Statistics have
repeatedly proved that Delhi’s air

is indeed the most toxic in the
world followed with the unprece-
dented public health emergency
declared in Delhi this year too.
Worrisomely, over 660 million
Indians live in areas that flouting
the standards of safe exposure to
PM 2.5.   It is evident that air pol-
lution has emerged as the single
most hazardous threat to the
health of Indians — especially
children whose underdeveloped
lungs put them at severe risk of
respiratory disorders. 

Exposure to toxicants in the
air is not only associated with res-
piratory disorders but has wide
ranging and dreadful implica-
tions including increased risk of
cardiovascular diseases, neu-
ropsychiatric complications, skin
diseases, as well as cancer. 

Air pollution is also consid-
ered as an environmental risk fac-
tor in the incidence and progres-
sion of diseases such as asthma,
lung cancer, autism, Alzheimer’s
and Parkinson’s diseases. In short,
air is the new tobacco”, Dr Nagar
said.
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Chief Justice of India (CJI)
Ranjan Gogoi on Sunday

strongly defended the current
exercise of National Register of
Citizens (NRC) in Assam, say-
ing it would be a base docu-
ment for future and was
urgently needed as prior to it
there was “guesswork” on the
number of illegal immigrants
in the State that had fuelled fear
and a vicious cycle of violence. 

Justice Gogoi, who is head-
ing an apex court bench which
is monitoring the process of
NRC in Assam, was also criti-
cal of “arm chair commenta-
tors” who, he said, are not only
far away from the ground real-
ity but also present a highly dis-
torted picture due to which the
state and its development agen-

da have taken a hit. The CJI,
who hails from Assam, said that
NRC is neither a “new or a
novel idea” as it found expres-
sion as early as in 1951 and the
current exercise is an attempt to
update the 1951 NRC.

“The NRC is not without
contestations. Let me take this
occasion  to clarify. The NRC
is not a new nor a novel idea.
It founds expression  as early as
in the year 1951 and in partic-
ular context of Assam in  year
1985 when the Assam accord
was signed. In fact, the current
NRC is an attempt to update
the 1951 NRC,” said Justice
Gogoi, who  was addressing a
gathering here during inaugu-
ration of book ‘Post  Colonial
Assam (1947-2019)’ authored
by veteran journalist Mrinal
Talukdar. 

$	)!�=	�� ������	�����	����	������,����.�6��

��� � /01�+023'

If implemented, the draft legislation,
Medical Devices (Safety,

Effectiveness and Innovation) Bill,
2019 which has been put up for con-
sultation within Ministries will ensure
that pharma majors  are bound to pay
compensation in case their implants or
medical devices are found to have
adverse effects. 

The proposed law comes on the
heels of a controversy surrounding hip
implants marketed by US medical
device giant Johnson & Johnson,
which was found faulty and toxic to
patients using them. Affected patients
had to move to court to get the com-
pensation for the disability they suf-
fered due to the faulty devices.

Currently, India does not have any
legal provisions to compensate patients
facing health problems due to faulty
medical devices.

The draft law proposes a penalty
of up to �1 crore and jail term extend-
ing three years to the manufacturers or
importers for faulty medical devices
having adverse impacts on patients. 

As per the new regulatory frame-
work proposed by the Government

think tank Niti Aayog, patients suf-
fering from adverse effects of faulty
medical devices and implants will be
able to demand compensation from
the manufacturer or the firm import-
ing them. The draft legislation aims at
regulating all locally-made and import-
ed medical devices.  It has suggested
a jail term extending up to three years
or fine up to �50 lakh or both for plac-
ing a medical device in the market
without a valid certificate of confor-
mity, obtaining a registration and
without complying with conditions as
may be specified under the proposed
Act.

“Any person who has suffered
harm or injury as a result of any vio-
lation of any provision of this Act, rules
or regulations, such person shall have
the right to seek compensation from
the manufacturer or other economic
operator committing a violation in

respect of that device,” the proposed
law reads.

The draft legislation also proposed
a separate regulator under the
Directorate General of Health Services
to monitor the medical devices sector.

Currently, both drugs and med-
ical devices are regulated by the
Central Drugs Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO).

It has also proposed registration of
all medical devices in the National
Register of Medical Devices before
being placed in the market and putting
an unique identification number
(UID) to be displayed on the label of
a product.

All foreign manufacturers “must
comply with conformity assessment
requirement in accordance with the
provisions of this Act, obtain a con-
formity assessment certificate and
register their device in the National
Register of Medical Devices prior to
the commencement of export into
India unless exempted from such
requirement by the administration”.

The draft bill also has penalty pro-
vision including imprisonment for
offences related to clinical trials and
sale of medical devices.
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Mumbai: Senior Shiv Sena
leader Sanjay Raut on Sunday
said the political impasse over
formation of new Government
in Maharashtra was like a
“chariot stuck in the mud of
arrogance”.

In his weekly column in
Sena mouthpiece ‘Saamana’,
Raut dared the BJP to impose
President’s rule in the state, say-
ing such a step would be the
party’s “biggest defeat of the
century”.

His remarks came against
the backdrop of the BJP’s stand
that it will not share the Chief
Minister’s post and minister
Sudhir Mungantiwar’s com-
ments that the state may head
for President’s rule if the new
Government is not in place by
November 7.

Raut said the BJP, which
won 105 seats in the last
month’s state polls, would not
have got more than 75 if it did
not have an alliance with the
Shiv Sena.

He also said the situation

wouldn’t have worsened had
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis visited Shiv Sena
president Uddhav Thackeray’s
residence ‘Matoshree’ “with a
large heart”, and begun talks
soon after the Assembly poll
results were announced on
October 24.

Deliberating on five sce-
narios that could emerge out of
the current political situation in
the state, he said the “best alter-
native” would be if the BJP and
Sena come together and form
the Government.

“But it is not possible
because of arrogance,” Raut
said without taking any names.

“Despite (BJP, Sena) con-
testing the elections in alliance
and getting mandate for gov-
ernment formation, the wheel
of the chariot is stuck in the
mud of arrogance,” the Rajya
Sabha member said.

Raja Harishchandra gave
up his kingdom to fulfil a
commitment made in his
dream while Lord Ram went to

exile to honour the word given
by his father to his step-moth-
er, he pointed out.

“But in Kalyug, the BJP has
fulfilled a task of going back on
its commitment,” Raut, who is
the executive editor of
‘Saamana’, said in sarcastic
remarks in the Marathi
daily.

Admitting that govern-
ment formation is stuck on the
issue of the Chief Minister’s
post, he said despite Devendra
Fadnavis declaring that he will
return to the top post and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
endorsing his candidature, the
“wheels of the chariot are
stuck”.

“It is a mystery that BJP’s
trouble-shooter Amit Shah has-
n’t intervened to revive the
chariot,” Raut said.

“Political discussions have
stopped as the situation in
Maharashtra is similar to Delhi
where politics revolves around
only one person, rest all are
only for show,” he quipped.

It is a strange coincidence
that Fadnavis has no rival or
contender for Chief Minister’s
post in the BJP, he added.

Raut further said the
“agreements” made before
finalising the alliance are
important.

“Fadnavis is not ready to
give the chief minister’s post to
Shiv Sena for two-and-a-half
years. He on record agreed to
equal sharing of posts and
responsibilities and now denies
this and attempts to form gov-
ernment with the help of
police, CBI, ED and Income

Tax,” the Sena leader alleged.
It is surprising that this

should be done by those who
still observe imposition of
Emergency by Indira Gandhi as
a ‘black day’, he said.

Discussing five scenarios
amid the ongoing bitter battle
over sharing of power, Raut
said the BJP can form govern-
ment without the Shiv Sena,
but in that case it will lose the
trust vote as it needs 40 more
MLAs (to prove majority in the
288-member House).

In the second scenario,
Raut said, like in 2014,the NCP
could support the BJP in return
for “posts” for Supriya Sule at
the Centre and Ajit Pawar in
the state.

However it is unlikely that
Sharad Pawar will make the
“mistake” that he committed in
2014, he said.

Raut said in the third sce-
nario, the Sena with its 56
MLAs, and the opposition
NCP and Congress with 54 and
44 legislators, respectively,

come together to form
Government.

“The Shiv Sena will have its
chief minister and the party
should have the courage the
run the Government. Since
three different parties will be in
power, there will be a need for
a ‘Common Minimum
Programme’ and taking every-
one along which will be in the
State’s interest,” he said.

“In the fourth scenario,
the BJP and Shiv Sena could
come together out of compul-
sion, and both will have to take
some steps backward. The chief
minister’s post will have to be
shared,” Raut said.

“This is the best alternative,
but not possible due to arro-
gance,” Raut said.

“In the fifth scenario, the
BJP will have to break other par-
ties using threat of investigative
agencies. But, considering how
voters have treated defectors, it
will be difficult and will hurt the
image of Prime Minister Modi,”
he added. PTI 
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Mumbai: Amid an impasse on
Government formation in
Maharashtra due to a tussle
between allies BJP and Shiv
Sena and unseasonal rains
destroying crops, Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
will head to Delhi on Monday
to meet Union Home Minister
Amit Shah.

The BJP won 105 seats in
the Assembly polls, results of
which were declared on
October 24, while the Sena got
56.

However, the two parties,
which fought the polls in
alliance, have got caught in a
stalemate over the chief min-
ister’s post, with the Sena
demanding equal division of
the top post’s tenure and the
BJP rejecting it.

Sources, however, said the
meeting with Shah will be to

discuss aid from the National
Disaster Relief Fund (NDRF)
to farmers affected by unsea-
sonal rains across the 
State.

While the State
Government announced a 
�10,000 crore package for
affected farmers, ally Sena as
well as opposition Congress
and NCP called it inadequate
considering the several lakh
hectares of crops that have
been damaged.

The State Government had
earlier put the crop area 
damaged at 54.22 lakh
hectares.

Incidentally, earlier in the
day, the Sena’s Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Raut had raised the
“mysterious silence” of Shah,
who heads the BJP, on the
deadlock over formation of
Government. PTI

J a m m u :
S ec ur ity
f o r c e s
recovered
a cache of
arms and
ammuni-
tion from
a terrorist
hideout in Jammu &
Kashmir’s  Kishtwar 
district on Sunday, officials 
said.

No arrest was made dur-
ing the operation, the officials
said.The hideout was
unearthed in Sheri area of
Mughal Maidan by a joint
search party of the Rashtriya
Rifles and Special Operations
Group of local police, they
said.

During the search, a
Chinese pistol, two maga-
zines with two rounds, one
AK magazine with 27 rounds,
8.1 kg explosives,  10 
electronic detonators and five
switches with battery used in
tr iggering improvised 
explosive devices were 
seized. PTI
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Atotal of 30 people includ-
ing 18 children died in sep-

arate incidents of wall col-
lapse, stampede and drowning
in different parts of Bihar dur-
ing the ‘Chhath’ festival that
concluded on Sunday, police
said.

Two women were killed in
a wall collapse, two children
died during a stampede while
26 others, including 16 chil-
dren, drowned in different dis-
tricts of the state since Saturday.

The two women who
observed the Chhath rituals
died and four others were
injured when a portion of the
wall of a Kali temple collapsed
this morning at Badgaon village
in Samastipur 
district.

The wall collapsed at
around 6.30 am, when the
devotees were preparing to
leave the ghat after offering
‘arghya’, Hasanpur police 

station SHO Chandrakant
Gauri said.

The injured devotees have
been admitted to Hasanpur
primary health centre, he said.

In another incident, two
children aged seven years and
four years were killed in a
stampede that took place near
Suryakund at Deo block. 

in the evening,
Aurangabad District Magistrate
Rahul Ranjan Mahiwal 
said.

Official sources said the
stampede occurred as the
turnout at Deo’s Surya temple
for Chhath Puja was “beyond
the expectation” of the local
administration.

In drowning incidents, a
35-year-old man died after he
entered a pond at Khajuri vil-
lage in Samastipur district,
Sarairanjanj BDO Gangasagar
Singh said.

Three children drowned in
ponds while two others were
saved by the divers at separate

Chhath ghats under S Kamal
and Mufassil police 
station areas of Begusarai 
district.

Four persons drowned and
one has gone missing in dif-
ferent ponds on Saturday
evening in Bhagalpur district.
Four bodies have been fished
out while efforts are on to 
find out the fifth one, 
official sources 
said.

Eighteen others including
10 minors also drowned in
Vishali, Purnea and Khagaria
districts during the festival,
the sources saId.

Seven, six and five people
died in Purnea, Vaishali and
Khagaria districts 
respectively.

The ‘Chhath’ festival ended
on Sunday as lakhs of devotees
thronged the banks of the
Ganga and other water- bodies
across the state this morning
and offered ‘arghya’ to the 
rising Sun god.

Vadodara: A mob in Gujarat’s
Amreli district has been
booked for rioting for demand-
ing that a suspected man-eater
leopard be put down, police
said on Sunday.

The leopard had killed two
people near Sudavad village in
Bagsara tehsil recently, after
which the forest department set
up 10 cages in the vicinity and
managed to trap it on October
31.While the leopard was being
taken away by forest depart-
ment officials to a rescue cen-
tre as per wildlife protocol, a
crowd of over 400 people
assembled and obstructed their
work, an official said.

“The crowd demanded that
the leopard be shot. They even
climbed on the cage in which
it was kept. We had to resort to
mild cane charge to disperse
them. It took us six hours to get
the crowd to give way,” Amreli
Superintendent of Police
Nirlipt Ray said. PTI
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India’s ambition to send men
to the deep sea in a sub-

mersible vehicle appears to be
one step closer to fruition with
ISRO successfully developing a
design for its crew module, a
sphere shaped capsule.

“The design for the
manned submersible’s sphere
has been successfully devel-
oped by ISRO. Now it has to be
certified and then we will go
ahead with the fabrication,”
Secretary, Ministry of Earth
Sciences, Madhavan Nair
Rajeevan said.

Interacting with journalists
on the sidelines of the silver
jubilee celebrations of the
National Institute of Ocean
Technology here, the top offi-
cial said that designing the
sphere (intended to be built
using titanium) involved com-
plex technology.

“ISRO has developed the
design and it will be sent to an
international agency for certi-
fication,” he said, adding that
the Indian space agency has
taken up both designing as well
as fabrication -at a later stage-
of the sphere.

A three member crew can
be accommodated in the
sphere, one of the key compo-
nents of the manned sub-
mersible vehicle.

“Work is already on for the
deep ocean mission and scien-
tific and technical work has
started,” he said.

An MoU has already been
signed between the ISRO and
NIOT on development of the
module.NIOT is tasked with
aspects like electronics and
navigation for the manned
submersible.

Also, multiple agencies,
including the Goa based
National Centre for Polar and
Ocean Research, Centre for
Marine Living Resources and
Ecology at Kochi and Indian

National Centre for Ocean
Information Services
(Hyderabad) are involved in
the initiatives.

The submersible vehicle is
expected to travel to a depth of
approximately 6,000 metres
under the sea for various stud-
ies, whereas submarines can
reach only about 200
metres.This initiative is a part
of the Deep Ocean Mission.

As part of the ambitious Rs
10,000 crore Deep Ocean
Mission, India will also study
climate change in the deep
oceans.Studying climate
change, marine biodiversity
and survey for compounds like
hydrocarbons and minerals are
part of the deep ocean 
mission. PTI

Bengaluru: Karnataka Chief
Minister BS Yediyurappa on
Sunday charged the Congress
with distorting his statement in
a leaked audio clipping on
rebel MLAs, even as the
Opposition party announced
State-wide protests over his
‘confession’ on the BJP leader-
ship’s involvement in it.

The Congress also said
they would mention the mat-
ter before the Supreme Court
on Monday.

Yediyurappa said those
who resigned (disqualified
MLAs) had done so for their
own reasons and the party did
not have anything to do with it.

“What has to be done next
our party will decide, our
national president will decide-
this is what I said, nothing else,”
Yediyurappa said, defending his
statement in the leaked audio

tape.Speaking to reporters here,
the Chief Minister denied hav-
ing said that he would give tick-
ets to those who resigned and
said matters were being unnec-
essarily distorted “to create con-
fusion in the Supreme Court.”

“....There is no meaning to
it... Demanding  Amit Shahs
resignation is foolishness.  This
is false propaganda...People
will teach a lesson (to the
Congress) in the by-election.

Yediyurappa said what he
had stated in the clipping was
that the whole country was
aware that the disqualified
MLAs were in Mumbai.

“What does Amit Shah
have to do with it..(distortion
of statement) is being done for
publicity. I condemn this con-
duct of Siddaramaiah,” he
added.

A purported audio clipping

of Yediyurappa expressing
anguish against leaders at a
recent party meeting in
Hubballi over their opposition
to giving tickets to disqualified
Congress-JD(S) MLAs for the
December 5 assembly bypolls
in 15 assembly constituencies
had surfaced on Friday.

In the audio, he can be
heard saying that the rebel
Congress JD(S) MLAs, who
were later disqualified, were
kept in Mumabi during the
final days of the coalition gov-
ernment under BJP national
President Amit Shah’s watch.

He had hit out at party lead-
ers for lack of support in “sav-
ing” the BJP government and
not recognizing their “sacri-
fice”, behind party coming to
power.

Following the audio tape
release, a Congress delegation,

led by Siddaramaiah, had met
the Governor on Saturday and
submitted a memorandum to
the President through him,
demanding dismissal of the 

Yediyurappa led BJP
Government and removal of
Amit Shah from the union
council of ministers.

Rejecting Yediyurappas
allegations on distortion of his
statement,state Congress chief
Dinesh Gundu Rao argued
that it was BJP’s internal meet-
ing and the audio clipping
would have been released by
someone who attended it.

Noting that Yediyurappa
has agreed that it was his voice,
Rao said it was clear that it was
a ‘conspiracy’ by him and the
union Home Minister to bring
down the then coalition
Government through 
defections. PTI

Jammu: Over 44,000 aspirants
from three districts of Jammu
region have registered them-
selves to serve the country as
the Army on Sunday com-
menced a 10-day recruitment
rally in Samba district to pro-
vide employment to the local
youth.

This is the first major
recruitment rally in the newly
created Union Territory and
the second in the past three
months after the Centre abro-
gated Article 370 provisions on
August 5.Earlier in September,
a seven-day recruitment rally
by the Army in Reasi district
saw participation of over 29,000
local youth.

“As many as 44,117 aspi-
rants from Jammu region have
registered and likely to be
screened for their physical and
medical fitness during the 10
days long recruitment rally in
Samba,” Jammu-based Army
PRO Lt Col Devender Anand
said.

He said the recruitment
rally through Army recruit-
ment office in Jammu com-
menced at Samba and would
continue till November 12.

This rally is being con-
ducted to provide employment
to youth from three districts of
Jammu, Samba and Kathua.

On the first day, 3,067 can-
didates from Jammu district
appeared for physical fitness
tests, the officer said.He said
the vacancies are open for six
categories, including soldier
general duty, soldier technical,
soldier technical nursing assis-
tance (Army Medical Corps)
and soldier technical nursing
assistance veterinary, soldier
clerk and soldier tradesman.

“The recruitment process
is divided into several cate-
gories and rounds which
include physical fitness test,
medical test and written test.
The recruitment process is
totally computerised and is
absolutely transparent,” Lt Col
Anand said.He said special
emphasis is being made to
make all the prospective can-
didates understand this process
so that they do not fall prey to
touts.

“Selected candidates will be
inducted into the various arms
and services of the Army,” he
said. PTI
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Amid the ongoing power
tussle between the saffron

alliance partners, Shiv Sena
president Uddhav Thackrey
on Sunday picked a bone with
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis over the “too less”
relief of �10,000 crore
announced by the latter for the
farmers hit by the unseasonal
rains and demanded that the
affected farmers be given
�25,000 per hectare of
destroyed crop immediately.

Talking to media persons at
Aurangabad after touring the
unseasonal rains-hit parts of
Marthwada, Uddhav also took
pot shots at Fadnavis, by citing
oft-repeated statement during
his election rallies “Me Punha
Yain (I will return as the Chief
Minister)” and comparing it
with rains that lashed the state
during this year. “The recurring
rains seem to tell us: Me Punha
Yain. I dread such a prospect”.

Taking one more jibe at the
chief minister, Uddhav said:
“The farmers have suffered
huge loss due to unseasonal

rains. But, one should not
undertake a study of the 
situation from an 
helicopter”.

A day after the Devendra
Fadnavis Government
approved �10,000 crore as
immediate relief to the farmers
affected by the recent unsea-
sonal rains, Uddhav said the
Shiv Sena was with the farm-
ers in their hour of crisis caused
by unseasonal rains. 

“It is water all over the
place. The unseasonal rains
have created a slush in their
agricultural fields but also in
their lives.  The farmers need
help to tide over this crisis. The
�10,000 crore relief announced
by the Maharashtra govern-
ment is too less. The State
Government and the Centre
should immediately declare
wet drought in the state and
announce a relief of �25,000
per hectare of damaged 
crop”.

Uddhav also hit out at the
Insurance companies for the
inordinate delay in clearing
crop insurance claims made by
the farmers. “The insurance

companies should reduce their
paper work and extend help to
the affected farmers. Like the
insurance companies, the
banks should simplify their
procedures meant for extend-
ing help rto the farmers,” the
Sena president said.

Uddhav hit out at the
Centre for the delay in extend-
ing help to the affected farm-
ers in the state. “The Centre
should rush its men and relief
material to farmers in
Maharashtra. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi should also pay
attention to the situation aris-
ing out of the unseasonal rains
in the state”.

Meanwhile, chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis reviewed
the situation in various parts of
Akola district in eastern
Maharashtra where 
unseasonal rains have played
havoc damaging standing crops
on huge tracts of agricultural
land.   

Fadnavis, who surveyed
the situation in Lakanwada,
Chikalgaon and Maisapur vil-
lages in Akola district, said:
“The rains that lashed this dis-

trict during October have
destroyed the crops of soy-
abean, Jowar, cotton and
Moong pulses in a big way”. He
assured the farmers of imme-
diate relief.

After it approved �10,000
crore relief to the farmers
affected by the unseasonal
rains on Saturday, the
Maharashtra Government
announced that it was writing
to the Centre for relief.  As
many as 325 talukas have been
affected  by the unseasonal
rains. 

Speaking at a Cabinet sub-
committee meeting held in
Mumbai on Saturday, the chief
minister said that relief mea-
sures were being implemented
as quickly as possible in the
affected areas. 

“Without waiting for a
relief from the Centre, the
State government is releasing
�10,000 crore towards relief
work.We are also asking the
insurance companies to speed
up the insurance process so
that the distressed farmers
could get relief at the earliest,”
Fadnavis said.
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Chennai: Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu on Sunday
batted for cost-effective desali-
nation initiatives to fulfill the
country’s drinking water needs
and favoured more research to
address the issue.

Addressing the silver
jubilee celebrations of the
National Institute of Ocean
Technology here, he lauded the
institution for its sustained
efforts in six key areas of blue
economy including fisheries
and aquaculture, renewable
ocean energy, offshore hydro-
carbons, and marine biotech-
nology.

These were all very impor-
tant for the progress of the
nation, the Vice President said.

The blue economy will aid

in achieving the 14th of UN
sustainable development goals,
which is “life below water”.It
states “conserve and sustainably
use the oceans, seas and marine
resources for sustainable devel-
opment,” he said.

There is a need to give a
strong thrust to research activ-
ities and innovation in the
areas of ocean energy, marine
biology and biotechnology for
the nation to become a leader
in those sectors and NIOT
can be a forerunner for achiev-
ing the milestone, he said.

On NIOT’s technologies
for societal applications like the
desalination plants, he said, “I
am sure in the coming days,
this process of desalination
will get further impetus

because I am worried that we
may face water problem and
water challenges.”

Pointing to indications
from some people that “there
may be water wars across the
globe,” he said and added “we
must try to utilise available sea
water and for that you need to
do more and more research.”

Naidu further said “you
already found some solutions
but it has to be cost-effective
because converting saline water
to potable water; sweet water is
a very good thing that will solve
the the problem to maximum
possible extent but the question
is at what cost and that is the
issue.”

Noting that scientific
research was on around the

world on this issue, he said
some of the countries that he
visited depended only on
desalination plants for its water
needs.

“We are a huge country
with 130 crore population and
our requirement is also huge;
we have to focus our attention
on future challenges along with
present challenges.”

Panaji: Satya Pal Malik
was on Sunday sworn in as the
Governor of Goa.Chief Justice
of the Bombay High Court
Justice Pradeep Nandrajog
administered the oath of office
to Malik at Raj Bhavan.

Malik had earlier served as
the Governor of Jammu and
Kashmir, which has been bifur-
cated into two union territories.

Malik, 73, replaced
Mridula Sinha who was hold-
ing the Goa Governor’s post
since August 2014.

Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant was amongst the
prominent dignitaries who
attended the swearing-in cer-
emony.

“I have come from
Kashmir which is known to be
a very problematic place. I
have dealt there successfully
and handled all issues. J&K is
a peaceful and good place now
which is on the path of
progress. 

The leadership there is
non- controversial. They are
doing their work very well, so
I feel that I would be spending

time here in much peaceful
way.

“People here are good. The
CM is talking less but Goa has
a name across the world,” Malik
said on the occasion.

Jammu & Kashmir ceased
to be a State from October 31
after the Centre withdrew its
special status under Article 370
on August 5 and bifurcated it
into Union Territories of Jammu
& Kashmir and Ladakh. PTI 
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Inspector General of Police, Jammu
Zone, Mukesh Singh on Sunday

reviewed the security situation on the
eve of the first ‘Darbar Move’ under
which  offices including the Civil
Secretariat— the seat of Jammu &
Kashmir Government— will be
reopened here.

Singh chaired a meeting of
Jammu based officers of police, secu-
rity and traffic, and reviewed the
deployment made by different wings
in and around the Civil Secretariat,
Raj Bhawan and vital routes, a police
spokesperson said.

Under the bi-annual ‘Darbar
Move’, the government of Jammu &
Kashmir functions for six months
each in Srinagar and Jammu. 

This is the first ‘Darbar Move’
after the state’s bifurcation into UTs
—Jammu & Kashmir, and Ladakh —
which came into existence on
October 31.

The Civil Secretariat and other
government offices closed in Srinagar
on October 25-26 and will reopen
here along with the Raj Bhavan on
November 4.

The officers present in the meet-
ing briefed the IGP about the
arrangements they have made for
enhancing the security and law and
order arrangements during the func-
tioning of ‘Darbar’ in Jammu, the
spokesperson said. 

While briefing the officers, Singh
directed them to put in their best for
ensuring adequate security and law
and order arrangements during the
functioning of the administration in
Jammu. He also issued detailed
instructions to SSP Traffic city

Jammu to improve the regulation of
traffic system and prevent frequent
jams in the city during peak hours
especially during the movement of
VVIPs, the spokesman said.  

The IGP also directed jurisdic-
tional Superintendents of Police of
Jammu district to provide necessary
assistance to traffic police where traf-
fic jams are frequent for regulation of
traffic as and when the need arises so
that no inconvenience is caused to the
common man, the spokesperson said
further. 
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Aday after Mamata Banerjee
accused the Centre and some

other State Governments of taping
her telephone a fresh war of words
broke out on Sunday between senior
Bengal Government functionaries
and Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar.

Reacting to reports of police
inaction in complying with the
orders of National Green Tribunal
banning Chhat Puja at environ-
mentally sensitiveplaces like the
picturesque Rabindra Sarobar lake,
considered “lung ofKolkata,” the
Governor expressed doubts over
the State Government’s intention to
comply with court orders.

“I have been informed about how
for years many court orders are not
being implemented,” Dhankhar said
circuitously accusing the Government
for inaction in preventing the devotees
of Chat Puja from polluting the 192
acre lake and garden area replete with
a variety of flora and bird species.

Ignoring an National Green
Tribunal ban on performing Chat

Puja at Rabindra Sarobar thousands
of devotees on Saturday evening and
Sunday morning broke open the
gates performed religious rites, burst
crackers and polluted the waters
even as the police disappeared from
the area.

Reminding the Government of
its duties to implement court orders
the Governor said “law should be
obeyed by the people and imple-
mented in right perspective by the
Government or else there will be
anarchy and no democracy,” adding
when “the law wants you to pay taxes
you have to pay it, when the law fixes
a limit for you one should not cross
it.” Reacting to his comments senior
Trinamool Congress leader and
Minister Partho Chatterjee said “he
is talking not like a Governor but a
BJP leader more so the State BJP pres-
ident Dilip Ghosh. It seems that Dilip
babu is speaking behind the veneer
of the Governor.”

Another Minister and Kolkata
Mayor Firhad Hakim said “a
Governor should also know his
limits. It seems he does not carry a

book on ‘dos and don’ts’. He has
always been partisan and does not
check out on facts,” adding the
Governor was acting not like an
impartial person but an agent of the
BJP-led Central Government.

Incidentally referring to a dif-
ferent kind of victimization Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee had on
Saturday alleged that the Centre and
some States including one ruled by
the BJP had been taping her tele-
phone calls demanding a probe
into the matter.

“Where is our freedom of
speech? What independence do we
have now that we cannot even talk
freely over the phone? Somebody is
listening to everything we say,”
Banerjee said adding she used to
think that “WhatsApp messages
can’t be intercepted but even that
hasn’t been spared. Neither landline
phones nor mobiles phones are
safe. It is total espionage,” and “this
is very serious.”

She said that she would request
Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
getthe matter probed.”

1���#� ��
���� ����4�0��40��
�
�/4+��������������0�������

Kolkata: A day after West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
claimed her phones were being tapped
and sought a probe into charges of
“snooping” on activists and scribes,
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar on
Sunday said many people he has met
here have raised concerns over breach
of privacy.

Dhankhar, however, clarified that
he was not aware of the information
available with Banerjee on the matter,
drawing reactions from TMC Secretary
General Partha Chatterjee, who ques-
tioned “the Governor’s need to com-
ment on everything the Chief Minister
has said”.

Iterating that her calls were being
tapped regularly by the Centre, the
Trinamool Congress supremo alleged
on Saturday that the Narendra Modi-
led Government was “fully aware” of
the security breach on messaging plat-
form WhatsApp.

Facebook-owned WhatsApp had
said earlier this week that Indian jour-
nalists and rights activists were among
those globally spied upon by unnamed
entities using an Israeli spyware
‘Pegasus’.

“Now that we are talking about the
right to privacy, let me say that I have
met here many important people from
the field of politics, business, other
functionaries who have told me that
their privacy was being compromised
with,” the Governor said on sidelines of
a programme here.

Asked about the CM’s allegation
against the Centre, he said, “I am not
aware what specific information she has
in possession, based on which she lev-
elled the charges.”

Thiruvananthapuram: Opposition
Congress- led UDF in Kerala on
Sunday demanded the resignation
of Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
over slapping of UAPA against two
CPI(M) student activists who were
arrested for allegedly distributing
pro-Maoists pamphlets, even as
CPI(M) leaders blamed the police
for the decision.

Chennithala told reporters that
Vijayan, who also holds the Home
portfolio, should resign as there was
no other option.

The student activists of the
CPI(M), in their early 20s, were
arrested in Kozhikode on Saturday
morning under the Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act (UAPA)
for allegedly being Maoist sympa-
thisers and having some pamplets
and brochures with them.

The parents of the two —
Thaha Fazal and Allan Shuhaib —
have rubbished police claims that
they are Maoist sympathisers.

Describing UAPA as a ‘double-
edged sword’, Law Minister A K
Balan, said it should not be used as
a weapon to annhilate the innocent
and activists working as per demo-
cratic norms. When an FIR is reg-
istered, lot of caution is needed.

“We will examine if in this case
the FIR was registered as per rules,”
he told reporters. CPI(M)’s Kannur
district secretary M V Jayarajan was
of the view that the Government
would act and rectify the decision
to arrest the students under the
‘dreaded’ UAPA.

With criticism mounting
against the State Government and
police over the decision to invoke
UAPA on the student activists,
DGP Loknath Behera Sunday
directed two senior police officers
to conduct an impartial probe and
take appropriate action.

Necessary instructions in this
regard have been issued to ADGP
Law and Order and IGP (North
Zone), a press release said.

“At present only a preliminary
investigation has been done. All
aspects of the case need to be
taken into account and evidence
collected. Only after a detailed

probe will it be clear if UAPA will
stand in this case,” the release said.

Meanwhile, Justice P S
Gopinathan, heading the govern-
ment-appointed UAPA committee
for granting permission for prose-
cution, told reporters in Kochi that
UAPA cannot be imposed solely on
the basis of recovery of brochures
from the accused.

“Only if there is evidence,
UAPA will be valid”, he said adding
there have been several instances
earlier when the committee had
denied permission to impose UAPA
for lack of evidence. UAPA would
be valid only if there was evidence,
he said. Actress Sajitha Madathil,
who is the aunt of Shuhaib, said the
police action to register UAPA was
‘shocking’.

A group of 25 police personnel
came to the house in the early hours
of Saturday and searched the house.

“He is not a Maoist. What has
he done to attract UAPA?”, she
asked.Police did not find anything
from the house, and they only
took his mobile phone was taken
away, she said.Allan’s mother
Sabitha said police had told them
that her son had Maoist links,
which is not right. From 10th stan-
dard onwards, he has been a DYFI,
SFI activist and a CPI(M) member,
she said. Aboobacker and Jameela,
parents of Thaha, said their son
used to work and attend journalism
classes and he was the one who was
taking care of the family.She said she
was scared of police. Police had said
they had seized some banners and
books from his house. Jameela also
alleged that police had threatened
and forced her son to raise pro-
maoist slogan when he was brought
home at 3 am on Saturday. PTI
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Even as controversies surrounding
the office of the Speaker and the
anti-defection law have again
come into sharp focus, the
minority judgment in Kihoto

Hollohan vs Zachillhu And Others (1992)
appears to have become the central point
of debate. The fundamental issue, which
quite a few of the Speakers have not been
able to address, is not all that complex. It
has so become in view of an inherent con-
flict of interest. Since the Speakers, after
assumption of the high office, do not sever
their links with their parent parties, a con-
flict of interest manifests in different
forms, including bias, in several cases under
the anti-defection law. 

The minority view in this landmark
case of 1992 was that assigning powers of
adjudication to the Speaker was against the
basic structure doctrine and the separation
of powers between the judiciary, legislature
and the executive. Further, it was contem-
plated that adjudication of such a dispute
should be done by an independent author-
ity outside the House, namely
President/Governor, and in accordance
with the opinion of the Election
Commission of India (ECI) — all of
whom are high Constitutional functionar-
ies.

The matter pertaining to the order of
former Speaker of the Karnataka Legislative
Assembly, KR Ramesh Kumar, is yet to be
decided by the Supreme Court. In accor-
dance with his orders, disqualified MLAs
have been barred from contesting the elec-
tions till the end of the current legislative
tenure, ie, till 2023. Although the law does
not specify any limits, the Speaker can pro-
nounce his judgment on disqualification
in view of defections, based on his discre-
tion and fairness. 

But such a duration of disqualification,
as in the instant case, has been unprece-
dented. It will be worth recalling here that
in 2011, when 13 MLAs of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) were disqualified by the
Speaker on the ground that they had
retracted their support from the
Yeddurappa Government, the Supreme
Court held that, “Not only did the Speaker’s
action amount to denial of the principles
of natural justice but also revealed a par-
tisan trait in the Speaker’s approach in dis-
posing of the disqualification application
filled by Respondent No 1. If the Speaker
wished to rely on the statements of a third
party, which were adverse to the appellants’
interests, it was obligatory on his part to
have given the appellant an opportunity of
questioning the deponent as the veracity
of the statements made in the affidavit. This
conduct on the part of the Speaker is also
indicative of the ‘hot haste’ with which the
Speaker disposed of the disqualification
petition as complained by the appellants.”

The Speakers of the Lok Sabha as well
as those of the State legislatures are elect-

ed on the tickets and symbols
of a political party. Unlike the
House of Commons, from
where our parliamentary sys-
tem has drawn inspiration, our
Speakers continue to retain
their links with their respective
parties. While the routine con-
duct of the proceedings in the
House does not pose any seri-
ous challenge, the situation
gets complicated when the
Speaker assumes the role of an
adjudicator under the anti-
defection law as s/he is prone
to decide cases as per party
affiliations. 

So much so that in the
instant case, the new Speaker of
Karnataka, who is from a dif-
ferent political party, has
offered to review the orders of
the previous Speaker, which is
against the letter and spirit of
an apex court judgment,
according to which, a Speaker’s
order is final and cannot be
reviewed, except by a judicial
authority. 

In some previous cases
from Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
Goa, Andhra Pradesh and
Uttar Pradesh, the role of the
Speaker has been quite debat-
able. It is quite obvious that
some of them have not been
able to live up to the pious
thoughts besides moral as well

as ethical principles, which
formed the basis of the major-
ity judgment in Kihoto
Hollohan. 

It went on to state:
“Accordingly, we hold that the
vesting of adjudicatory func-
tions in the Speakers/Chairmen
would not by itself vitiate the
provision on the ground of like-
lihood of political bias is
unsound and is rejected. The
Speakers/Chairmen hold a piv-
otal position in the scheme of
parliamentary democracy and
guardians of the rights and
privileges of the House. They
are expected to and do take far-
reaching decisions in the func-
tioning of parliamentary
democracy.” 

It is a different matter
though that the author of these
views, former Chief Justice of
India, MN Venkatachaliah,
revised his stand while 
chairing the commission to
review the working of the
Constitution and supported
an independent agency like
the ECI to decide on the pro-
ceedings under the anti-defec-
tion law. This was, however, not
accepted.

A case in point is the reluc-
tance of the Speakers as well as
Deputy Speakers to avail of the
exemption provided for in

Section 5 of the anti-defection
law, which is quite embarrass-
ing as it clearly indicates that
they wish to retain their links
to their parent political parties. 

As early as 1951, the con-
ference of presiding officers of
legislative bodies in India had
recommended that a conven-
tion should be established that
the constituency of the Speaker
should not be contested and he
should be returned unopposed. 

Further, he should not take
part in party politics. Such
was indeed the situation before
Independence as the presiding
officers from Vithalbhai Patel
onwards dissociated themselves
from their parties. 

Now, in order to compre-
hensively address this problem,
we do not necessarily have to
resort to the use of minority
judgment. In fact, besides the
amendments to the anti-defec-
tion law, we also need to con-
sider strengthening the office of
the Speaker and ensuring his
neutrality by following a con-
vention where in the subse-
quent elections to the
Parliament, he is returned
unopposed. 

(The writer is a former
Governor and a Senior advisor
at the Pranab Mukherjee
Foundation)
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Sir — This refers to the report,
“J&K off-limits, India reproves
China” (November 1). China has
described the bifurcation of
Jammu & Kashmir into two
Union Territories as “unlawful”
and “void.” It seems Beijing has no
qualms or misgivings about the
area of India that it already occu-
pies. Instead of a sense of remorse,
China seems inclined to meddle
in the internal affairs of India. 

New Delhi should display a
firmer resolve than it has dis-
played until now to deal with
China on this issue. We have been
hesitant and reluctant with China
in the past on the issue of bound-
ary dispute with the neighbour-
ing country. 

Devendra Khurana
Bhopal
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Breach most foul” (November
2). It is outrageous that Israeli spy-
ware Pegasus has targetted over
1,400 WhatsApp users, including
over 100 Indian journalists,
human rights activists, lawyers

and professors of the Delhi
University. As the modus operan-
di of the spyware to target the
devices seems inescapable, its
outbreak ought to be  contained
by social media giant WhatsApp
without any delay. On top of that,

the firm must roll out an upgrad-
ed and secure version of its app
to curb spyware from affecting
more devices in the future.

Breaching one’s privacy is a
serious offence. People may be
compelled to migrate to  other

messaging apps if WhatsApp fails
in its efforts to restrain itself from
being misused by malware. But
then there’s no guarantee that oth-
ers would be safe. 

Tushar Anand
Patna
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Sir —This refers to the article,
“War on terror not over yet”
(November 2) by Bhopinder
Singh. Although the death of
Islamic State (IS) group chief Abu
Bakr al-Baghdadi must have dealt
a major blow to the IS, it is far
from the end of the road for the
terrorist organisation. 

We must not be lulled into a
false sense of complacency as with
the appointment of a new chief,
the IS may go all out to carry out
a spectacular attack in retaliation.
There is need for concerted
efforts from countries across the
world to finish the IS in all its
regional hubs. 

Cutting off the sources of
funding for the IS and other ter-
ror organisations will be the best
way of doing this. The world must
unitedly work towards ending the
menace of terrorism. The US and
other global powers cannot abjure
from their moral duty from exe-
cuting a piecemeal solution to
root out terrorism.

Ramesh G Jethwani
Bengaluru
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The Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP’s) juggernaut
seems to have hit two unexpected speed
breakers and is suddenly starting to look vul-

nerable as it failed to win a decisive mandate in
either Maharashtra or Haryana. It is beside the point
that it has gone on to form a Government in
Haryana with the support of odds and ends and
may probably do so in Maharashtra too after pan-
dering to the whims of the Shiv Sena. It is indeed
ironic that a driverless, confused and demoralised
Congress has been able to dent Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s armour, putting the BJP on the
defensive. It also dispels the myth that the Congress
cannot win without the Nehru-Gandhi dispensa-
tion at the wheel, and in fact, proves just the oppo-
site, that the salvation of the grand old party lies
in becoming “dynasty-free.” 

Incidentally, the recent Assembly poll results
also put paid to the BJP’s hope of a “Congress mukt
Bharat”, an undoubtedly catchy but ridiculous slo-
gan, which only shows up the saffron party’s own
insecurities and an unarticulated wish for usher-
ing in single-party rule. Of course, these results
would not have been possible without the complic-
ity of the BJP itself, in that it lost little time in scor-
ing own-goals. Its support to crooked and foul-
mouthed legislators, an inability or unwillingness
to control hate-spewing karyakartas (workers) and
the general perception that it is a party that is will-
ing to cut off its nose to spite its face seem to have
brought it to this pass. 

Its leaders, it appears, are so enthralled by their
own spin on issues that they end up living in an
alternate reality. For example, even the most igno-
rant among us understand that the economy has
crashed and burnt, yet that has only now been
acknowledged by the Government’s top echelons,
though they have attempted to reduce their own
culpability by blaming it on a global downturn.

However, the most interesting aspect of these
elections is the fact that unlike the Pulwama-
Balakot incident, which won Modi his second term,
attempts to ratchet up tensions against Pakistan
prior to the voting, with cross-border artillery
attacks against alleged terror mounting bases, nei-
ther drew nationalist fervour of the kind that the
BJP had hoped for, nor benefit it at the ballot box.
What is worse, it has exposed the Army Chief to
ridicule and loss of credibility for having added to
the confusion with his bombastic statements.

What makes this result even more significant
is that both Haryana and Maharashtra have a fair-
ly high percentage of military veterans and serv-
ing personnel among the electorate, who under nor-
mal circumstances, tend to vote conservatively espe-
cially when national security is at stake. Indeed the
hypocrisy surrounding this Government’s constant
hyperbole on “nationalism” is finally unravelling,
as the average citizen sees through the hype, some-
thing that most in the military have been aware of
for quite some time now. It will be interesting to
see how their votes impact forthcoming elections
in Bihar and Jharkhand, which have substantial
numbers of serving and retired military personnel.

It is indeed astonishing that a Government that
constantly harps on nationalism has not spared any
effort to degrade and destroy its own armed forces,
those very people who sacrifice their all to keep the
country safe and secure. One could easily be fooled
by Modi’s showmanship; his push for the construc-
tion of the National War Memorial or his spend-
ing time with troops at the Line of Control (LoC)

during Diwali, all exemplary initiatives in
themselves, until one realises that they are
just an image- building exercise bereft of
any higher motivation. The string of bro-
ken promises, too numerous to count and
the continued degradation of the military,
almost on a daily basis, show him and his
Government up as just another motley
bunch of power-hungry  politicians bent
on using the military to project them-
selves as great leaders.

Take the case of One-Rank, One-
Pension (OROP), a controversy that
refuses to disappear. The scheme was
notified by the Government on
November 7, 2015 with the proviso that
it would be effective from July 1, 2014 and
that equalisation of pensions would be
carried out every five years. This implies
that the next equalisation of pensions
should have been implemented by July
2019. The Government’s interpretation of
OROP was vastly different to that
approved by the Parliament, leading to
much heartburn, but yet grudgingly
accepted by the vast majority of veterans.
Though there is a segment of veterans
who, while continuing to undertake a
relay hunger strike, have also approached
the Supreme Court for justice.

Incidentally, given the large number
of anomalies that emerged in its imple-
mentation, the Government was forced
to set up a one-member Judicial
Commission under Justice Narasimha
Reddy. The commission submitted its rec-
ommendations on October 26, 2016 but
these have yet to see the light of day. 

However, what really takes the cake
is that in June 2019, the Controller
General of Defence Accounts (CGDA)
suddenly woke from his slumber and
opposed implementation of OROP in its
present form, a task he was mandated to
have completed by July 1, 2019 as per
existing orders. Remarkably, let alone tak-
ing umbrage at his commitments not
being honoured, Modi decided to set up
another committee to go into the issues

raised by the CGDA under the chairman-
ship of the CGDA himself. One is
reminded of Marx’s well-known quote
that history repeats itself “first as tragedy
and then as farce.”

Actions really do speak louder than
words but in truth the treatment of vet-
erans is only just a minor side-show.
While the Defence Minister was conduct-
ing his own Shastra Puja at the induction
ceremony for the first Rafale aircraft being
handed over to the Indian Air Force (IAF)
in France, his Ministry was busy issuing
written instructions barring the issuance
of official passes to military officers of the
rank of Colonel and below to the
Republic Day Parade, that ironically is
organised by the military itself. 

Incidentally, the notification hides a
more sinister purpose as it attempts to
legalise the downgradation of Colonels
and equivalents by the simple expedient
of stating that only Directors and above
will be issued passes. The contradiction
is that as per existing norms Lieutenant-
Colonels are equivalent to Directors. It
seems to have escaped their attention that
issuing a similar letter of equivalence in
2016 had to be finally withdrawn in
January 2018 because of the widespread
furore that it created within the military.

Similarly, one may recall the contro-
versy that erupted over the then Defence
Minister’s move of arbitrarily and unilat-
erally opening up access to Military
Cantonments to the general public,
thereby causing widespread consternation
within the military community with
regard to security issues. The
Government has now initiated the next
phase of its plan. It has now decided to
undertake measures to amend the
Cantonment Act so that houses within
Cantonments that had been given on 99
years’ lease to civilians can no longer be
taken back on completion of the lease
period as their ownership will now be
given to existing tenants. As is well-
known, Cantonment land has been a

lucrative target of the land mafia for
decades and this Government seems to
be emboldening such elements.

One is forced to ask why would an
avowedly nationalist party eviscerate its
own armed forces? One rationale may
well be that the Government is extreme-
ly insecure because the military, given its
ethos and method of functioning, tends
to be an independent institution, isolat-
ed from political issues that may be
swirling around. Not something that will
please an autocrat like Modi. Or this
Government may well be attempting to
remodel the military in its own ideolog-
ical image and hopes to bring about such
change in a top-down manner, just as
Pandit Nehru attempted. The introduc-
tion of the concept of “deep selection” for
higher ranks, wherein factors other than
an individual’s service record or senior-
ity, which can be easily measured, are also
given importance would assist in ensur-
ing the promotion of  “suitable” officers. 

In the past few years, two of our
Service Chiefs have been appointed for
reasons other than seniority, leading to
some turbulence within the system.
Politicisation of the  hierarchy, if it is hap-
pening, is a rather dangerous road to take.
While the present crop of officers may be
willing to be ordered about by their polit-
ical masters, it is only a matter of time
before a fresh crop will demand to be
treated commensurate to the power that
they wield. If this Government is so keen
to bring the military closer into our polit-
ical governance structure, it may just as
well allow the Army to contest elections.
Given the unpopularity of our politicians,
one would not be surprised if the Army
won the people’s mandate to rule. That,
as we can see in Pakistan, would spell dis-
aster in the long run.

(The writer, a military veteran, is a
consultant with the Observer Research
Foundation and a Senior Visiting 
Fellow with The Peninsula Foundation,
Chennai)
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The “revolution” season is upon
us again. Or at least the season
in which many swear that rev-

olution is “just around the corner.”
Last week, large protests and riots hit
various cities in Asia, Europe, South
America and the Middle East. But, of
course, a riot or a series of riots do
not make a revolution.

Political turmoil in the shape of
riots and protests is largely about a
system correcting itself. And this self-
correction mechanism often goes
through teething problems. Yet,
activists and the media are always
misinterpreting such tumultuous
periods of self-correction as “revolu-
tionary.” This perception that some
sort of a revolutionary awakening is

sweeping a society or revolutionary
change is just around the corner is not
more than half a century old. Its roots
are in the “counter-culture move-
ments” which emerged in the US and
Europe in the 1960s.

In the 2008 issue of The Critical
Journal of Social Sciences, British soci-
ologist Colin Barker writes that,
between 1968 and 1969, almost
simultaneously, violent student riots
broke out in well over a dozen coun-
tries across the globe, including
Pakistan.

There are plenty of quotes doc-
umented by the era’s media of youth
leaders and activists claiming that
“revolution is just around the corner.”
According to the October 2016 edi-
tion of Big Mouth, the British online
magazine of cultural criticism, “In the
1960s, more people changed their
trousers than ideologies.” The article
goes on to ask, “Did people really
want a revolution or did they just
want to throw the biggest party in his-
tory?” Yet, most historians, political
scientists and sociologists studying
the global turmoil of the late 1960s

agree that — even though there was
really nothing revolutionary about the
uproar — the annoyance that trig-
gered mass-scale agitation by young
men and women in the late 1960s was
not only about the youth trying to
have a wild party in which portraits
of Che Guevara, Chairman Mao
and Karl Marx were simply situation-
al props.

Most economies in the post-
World World-II period enjoyed a sus-
tained boom. This meant an expand-
ing urban middle-class and an influx
of young men and women joining
colleges and universities, more than
ever before. 

However, according to the histo-
rian Michael Burleigh, in Blood and
Rage (2008), educational institutions
could not accommodate the influx
and this led to some serious logisti-
cal issues, leaving the students feel-
ing agitated and disrespected.

This feeling spilled over and was
expressed through various “revolu-
tionary” and “radical” ideas, even
though, as Barker points out in his
essay, the economy was booming and

unemployment was low.
Commenting on the commotion,

Neil Smelser, the American social
psychologist in 1968’s Essays in Social
Explanation writes that youthful
rebellion against an institution takes
the place of rebellion against the
father. He added that it was a “bio-
logical urge” of the adolescent to
assert him or herself.

The turmoil of the late 1960s in
this context contributed to the
strengthening of various social and
civil rights movements and con-
cepts. But it was really about a robust
political-economic system correcting
itself after failing to accommodate the
influx and aspirations of a whole new
generation.

That’s why, by the mid-1970s,
“the revolution” was over. The system
had successfully appropriated and
accommodated the new generation
by building more educational insti-
tutions and then, from the late 1970s
onwards, offering more lucrative
economic opportunities to young
graduates.

In 1990, when the Berlin Wall

came down and the Soviet Union col-
lapsed, these were revolutionary
events, almost at par with actual rev-
olutions such as the 1917, 1949 and
1958 Communist revolutions in
Russia, China and Cuba and the 1979
revolution in Iran. Yet, there are those
who claim that the events that led to
the fall of Communist regimes in
Eastern Europe were, again, more
about a system correcting itself.

In a May 25, 1987 article for The
New York Times, the Czech journal-
ist Jiri Pehe predicted a “major
realignment of class power” in the
Soviet Union and its satellite commu-
nist states in East Europe. Two years
before the Berlin Wall came down,
Pehe wrote that more and more
members at the top of the region’s rul-
ing Communist parties were assum-
ing “middle-class values.”

Many latter-day analysts have
even gone to the extent of suggesting
that, till the early 1970s, Communism
actually raised the living standards of
thousands of people in Communist
countries. These lifestyle improve-
ments led to the desire among peo-

ple to espouse middle-class ideals. So
even when Communist economics
began to crumble, middle-class aspi-
rations and ideals brewing within
these societies continued to grow.
Thus, as Pehe put it, Communist par-
ties, too, began to embrace middle-
class values as a survival tactic.

So one can suggest, here, too, it
was the system readjusting or re-set-
ting itself. Of course, Western media
never stopped calling these as the
“democratic revolutions” of the cen-
tury. They really weren’t, as the rise
of illiberal and authoritarian regimes
in many former Communist regions
should suggest.

But the tradition of excitedly
describing such readjustments as
revolutions (sometimes amping them
up by giving them a colour) contin-
ues in the Western media.

Starting with the so-called Velvet
Revolution (1989) in the erstwhile
Czechoslovakia, there was the Rose
Revolution (Georgia, 2003), Tulip
Revolution (Kyrgyzstan, 2005), the
Orange Revolution (Ukraine, 2005)
and so on. Each one of these was

course-correction, not revolution.
The 2011 “Arab Spring” in various
Middle-Eastern countries, too, was
exactly that — course-correction.

And what is happening today in,
say, Hong Kong or Lebanon, may be
exciting the Western media again but
these are course-corrections as well.

Revolutions are rare. Course-cor-
rections are not, even though many
are mistaken and sometimes peddled
as revolutions. The 1960s’ Pakistani
activist Lal Khan in The Other Story
describes the movement against the
Ayub Khan regime as a revolution. It
wasn’t for the reasons already dis-
cussed. It was course-correction by
the system, as was the movement
against Zulfikar Ali Bhutto in 1977
and the Lawyers’ Movement against
General Musharraf. 

And if there is to be a movement
against the current regime, (given the
recent rallies and calls for Prime
Minister Imran Khan to step down)
that, too would be the system 
correcting itself to adjust to newer
realities.

(Courtesy: The Dawn)
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Scheme NAV 1Yr%
DSP World Gold Fund-Reg(G) 13.86 30.50
Kotak World Gold Fund(G) 10.13 30.18
Tata Banking & Financial 20.32 30.06
Services Fund-Reg(G)
BNP Paribas India Consumption 12.63 26.72
Fund-Reg(G)
Sundaram Fin Serv Opp 45.27 26.66
Fund(G)
SBI Banking & Financial 19.09 25.55
Services Fund-Reg(G)
Axis Bluechip Fund(G) 31.45 24.80
Canara Rob Consumer 42.74 23.74
Trends Fund-Reg(G)
Baroda Banking & Fin Serv 24.48 23.64
Fund(G)
Axis Multicap Fund-Reg(G) 12.56 23.26
SBI Tax Advantage 27.48 23.21
Fund-III-Reg(G)
Invesco India Financial 60.46 22.69
Services Fund(G)
DSP Equity Fund-Reg(G) 42.42 22.47
JM Multicap Fund(G) 34.75 22.24
BNP Paribas Large Cap 96.33 22.15
Fund(G)
Axis Long Term Equity Fund(G) 49.20 22.00
JM Tax Gain Fund(G) 18.44 21.84
Sundaram Services 12.20 21.22
Fund-Reg(G)
DSP Focus Fund-Reg(G) 25.02 21.05
Motilal Oswal Focused 23.59 20.74
25 Fund-Reg(G)
Axis Focused 25 Fund(G) 30.40 20.63
JM Core 11 Fund(G) 9.57 20.51
Edelweiss ETF - Nifty Bank 3090.5220.28
DSP Top 100 Equity 221.40 20.22
Fund-Reg(G)
Sundaram Multi Cap Fund-Sr 10.95 20.02
II-Reg(G)
Sundaram Multi Cap Fund-Sr 10.98 19.84

I-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL India GenNext 89.94 19.81
Fund(G)
SBI Focused Equity 150.08 19.79
Fund-Reg(G)
DSP Tax Saver Fund-Reg(G) 51.10 19.37
SBI Tax advantage Fund-II(G) 39.36 19.27
SBI Magnum Equity ESG 111.30 18.82
Fund-Reg(G)
BNP Paribas Long Term Equity 40.48 18.69
Fund(G)
Aditya Birla SL Banking & 29.99 18.44
Financial Services Fund-Reg(G)
IDBI India Top 100 Equity 25.49 18.06
Fund(G)
HDFC Sensex ETF 4227.4518.06
ICICI Pru Banking & Fin 66.62 18.00
Serv Fund(G)
Nippon India Consumption 69.48 17.95
Fund(G)
SBI Infrastructure Fund-Reg(G) 15.78 17.92
IDFC Sensex ETF 414.60 17.80
Canara Rob Bluechip Equity 26.49 17.79
Fund-Reg(G)
Mirae Asset Great Consumer 37.34 17.61
Fund-Reg(G)
HDFC Index Fund-Sensex(G) 357.52 17.54
Tata Index Fund-Sensex Plan(G)99.23 17.36
Kotak Bluechip Fund(G) 245.72 17.23
Tata India Tax Savings 18.87 17.21
Fund-Reg(G)
Axis Growth Opp Fund-Reg(G) 11.74 17.17
Sundaram Select Small 15.18 17.16
Cap Series-III-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Sensex Index Fund(G) 12.50 17.03
Sundaram Select Focus(G) 188.71 16.98
Sundaram Select Small Cap 15.20 16.83
Series-IV-Reg(G)
Sundaram Select Small 10.33 16.72
Cap Series-VI-Reg(G)
Mirae Asset Emerging 56.07 16.69
Bluechip-Reg(G)
Sundaram Select Small Cap 10.57 16.63
Series-V-Reg(G)
Nippon India Index Fund - 19.78 16.62
Sensex Plan(G)
Axis Midcap Fund(G) 39.48 16.46
Invesco India PSU Equity 18.97 16.45
Fund(G)
SBI Magnum Multicap 50.69 16.41
Fund-Reg(G)
L&T India Large Cap 28.63 16.36
Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru FMCG Fund(G) 259.40 16.33
Tata Large Cap Fund(G) 229.04 16.25
Motilal Oswal Long Term 18.44 16.05
Equity Fund-Reg(G)
HDFC Nifty 50 ETF 1248.0316.05
Axis Nifty ETF 1225.8715.99
Mirae Asset Tax Saver 18.57 15.97
Fund-Reg(G)
UTI Nifty Index Fund-Reg(G) 78.07 15.83
PGIM India Large Cap Fund(G) 175.73 15.83
IDFC Nifty ETF 122.98 15.75
ICICI Pru LT Wealth 11.26 15.72

Enhancement Fund(G)
BNP Paribas Focused 25 10.02 15.70
Equity Fund-Reg(G)
SBI LT Advantage 11.01 15.65
Fund-VI-Reg(G)
JM Value Fund(G) 33.55 15.59
SBI BlueChip Fund-Reg(G) 41.26 15.59
Kotak Tax Saver Fund(G) 45.50 15.59
Tata Large & Mid Cap Fund(G) 213.38 15.58
HDFC Index Fund-NIFTY 108.67 15.57
50 Plan(G)
SBI LT Advantage 10.56 15.52
Fund-V-Reg(G)
Franklin Asian Equity Fund(G) 22.91 15.51
IDFC Nifty Fund-Reg(G) 24.68 15.44
Aditya Birla SL Sensex ETF 375.78 15.43
Invesco India Growth Opp 36.29 15.43
Fund(G)
Tata Index Fund-Nifty Plan(G) 72.14 15.42
Kotak Standard Multicap 36.65 15.40
Fund(G)
Sundaram Large and Mid Cap 36.73 15.37
Fund(G)
ICICI Pru Nifty Index Fund(G) 115.37 15.34
SBI Nifty Index Fund-Reg(G) 102.42 15.16
Edelweiss Large Cap Fund(G) 37.18 15.14
Axis Capital Builder 10.81 15.12
Fund-1-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Value Fund-18(G) 12.01 15.04
Canara Rob Equity Diver 138.97 15.03
Fund-Reg(G)
DSP Equity Opportunities 231.04 15.01
Fund-Reg(G)
Mirae Asset Large Cap 53.28 14.98
Fund-Reg(G)
IDBI Nifty Index Fund(G) 21.98 14.91
Motilal Oswal Multicap 35 27.08 14.88
Fund-Reg(G)
Nippon India Index Fund - Nifty 19.94 14.85
Plan(G)
Aditya Birla SL Index 116.89 14.79
Fund-Reg(G)
Principal Focused Multicap 67.05 14.67
Fund(G)
Canara Rob Equity Tax Saver 67.23 14.65
Fund-Reg(G)
Kotak Equity Opp Fund(G) 123.23 14.62
Baroda Large Cap Fund(G) 15.09 14.58
IDBI Banking & Financial 10.84 14.47
Services Fund-Reg(G)
Franklin India Index Fund-NSE 94.21 14.45
Nifty(G)
Aditya Birla SL MNC 799.91 14.40
Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Bharat Consumption 10.65 14.27
Fund-4-(G)
Edelweiss ETF - Nifty 100 292.98 14.25
Quality 30
Tata Value Fund-Sr-1-Reg(G) 10.35 14.14
Parag Parikh Long Term 26.41 13.99
Equity Fund-Reg(G)
IDFC Equity 10.74 13.89
Opportunity-6-Reg(G)
SBI LT Advantage 13.83 13.89
Fund-IV-Reg(G)
UTI Equity Fund-Reg(G) 147.48 13.78
BNP Paribas Multi Cap Fund(G) 48.86 13.72
UTI India Consumer 27.42 13.69
Fund-Reg(G)
Tata Mid Cap Growth Fund(G) 140.53 13.63
ICICI Pru Nifty Low Vol 30 ETF 93.77 13.58
Nippon India US Equity Opp 16.65 13.54
Fund(G)
SBI Magnum Global 180.89 13.43
Fund-Reg(G)
Tata Value Fund-Sr-2-Reg(G) 10.01 13.27
Edelweiss Large & Mid Cap 32.45 13.27
Fund-Reg(G)
Kotak India EQ Contra Fund(G) 54.11 13.27
PGIM India LT Equity 14.80 13.15
Fund-Reg(G)
PGIM India Diversified Equity 13.81 13.10
Fund-Reg(G)
SBI LT Advantage 13.77 13.04
Fund-III-Reg(G)
Invesco India Largecap Fund(G) 29.19 12.88
Invesco India Tax Plan(G) 52.96 12.78
DSP India T.I.G.E.R 92.36 12.62
Fund-Reg(G)
Franklin India Focused Equity 41.19 12.61
Fund(G)
Edelweiss Long Term Equity 47.82 12.52
Fund (Tax Savings)-Reg(G)
IDFC Large Cap Fund-Reg(G) 33.41 12.45
SBI LT Advantage 14.14 12.35
Fund-II-Reg(G)
DSP A.C.E. Fund-Sr 2-Reg(G) 10.64 12.22
Aditya Birla SL Global Real 21.21 12.21
Estate Fund(G)
DSP Midcap Fund-Reg(G) 56.16 12.18
SBI Equity Opp Fund-Sr 16.39 12.14
I-Reg(G)
SBI Equity Opp Fund-Sr 15.77 12.14
IV-Reg(G)
Tata Resources & Energy 14.97 12.09
Fund-Reg(G)
UTI Mastershare-Reg(G) 125.54 12.04
UTI Focussed Equity Fund-IV(G)10.08 12.02
UTI MEPUS 110.41 12.02
DSP A.C.E. Fund-Sr 1-Reg(G) 10.67 11.99
ICICI Pru US Bluechip Equity 30.27 11.97
Fund(G)
Aditya Birla SL Resurgent 12.28 11.84
India Fund-2-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru NV20 ETF 58.00 11.84
DSP 3Y Close Ended Equity 16.03 11.80
Fund-Reg(G)
Kotak Emerging Equity Fund(G) 39.43 11.78
Baroda Multi Cap Fund(G) 99.95 11.76
ICICI Pru S&P BSE 500 ETF 157.11 11.74
ICICI Pru Growth Fund-2(DP) 12.57 11.73
Kotak India Growth 10.02 11.70
Fund-Sr 5(G)
Aditya Birla SL Focused 61.40 11.68
Equity Fund(G)
Sundaram TOP 100-Sr 12.79 11.65
VI-Reg(G)
IDBI Diversified Equity Fund(G) 22.29 11.62
Motilal Oswal Midcap 30 26.18 11.50
Fund-Reg(G)
Sundaram TOP 100-Sr 12.56 11.48
VII-Reg(G)
SBI PSU Fund-Reg(G) 10.92 11.32
Edelweiss Tax Advantage 41.18 11.30

Fund-Reg(G)
PGIM India Large Cap 12.66 11.28
Fund-2-Reg(G)
UTI Focussed Equity Fund-I(G) 13.95 11.23
ICICI Pru Smallcap Fund(G) 25.26 11.13
IDBI Equity Advantage 28.21 11.11
Fund-Reg(G)
SBI Magnum Comma 37.93 11.05
Fund-Reg(G)
Kotak Global Emerging Mkt 16.30 10.97
Fund(G)
UTI Banking and Financial 97.14 10.96
Services Fund-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Equity 416.07 10.93
Advantage Fund(G)
Edelweiss Multi-Cap 14.86 10.86
Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Growth Fund-1(DP) 11.56 10.83
UTI Infrastructure Fund-Reg(G) 53.01 10.79
ICICI Pru Bluechip Fund(G) 43.48 10.72
UTI Focussed Equity Fund-V(G) 9.86 10.70
Nippon India Banking Fund(G) 275.10 10.68
IDFC Multi Cap Fund-Reg(G) 95.32 10.67
SBI LT Advantage 13.67 10.65
Fund-I-Reg(G)
Sundaram Rural and 42.51 10.63
Consumption Fund(G)
Tata Infrastructure Fund-Reg(G) 55.62 10.62
ICICI Pru LT Equity Fund 384.39 10.59
(Tax Saving)(G)
L&T Business Cycle 15.52 10.48
Fund-Reg(G)
Axis Emerging Opp 12.92 10.43
Fund-1-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Frontline Equity 228.46 10.32
Fund(G)
Franklin Build India Fund(G) 41.53 10.27
Canara Rob Emerg Equities 94.64 10.21
Fund-Reg(G)
HDFC Top 100 Fund(G) 497.53 10.16
UTI LT Equity Fund (Tax 88.91 10.14
Saving)-Reg(G)
SBI Large & Midcap 224.71 10.13
Fund-Reg(G)
Tata Ethical Fund-Reg(G) 164.42 10.10
Kotak India Growth Fund-Sr 10.57 10.07
7(G)
SBI Small Cap Fund-Reg(G) 53.75 10.05
UTI Value Opp Fund-Reg(G) 62.33 10.00
Sundaram World Brand 16.34 9.97
Fund-Sr III-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Equity Fund(G) 739.80 9.94
Sundaram Infra Advantage 31.94 9.92
Fund(G)
Aditya Birla SL Tax Relief '96(G) 32.09 9.86
Aditya Birla SL Tax Relief 32.09 9.86
'96(ELSS U/S 80C of IT ACT)(G)
UTI Focussed Equity Fund-VI(G)10.26 9.80
Axis Emerging Opp 12.43 9.52
Fund-2-Reg(G)
IDBI Focused 30 Equity 10.18 9.46
Fund-Reg(G)
Franklin India Feeder - Franklin 32.65 9.39
U.S. Opportunities Fund(G)
UTI MNC Fund-Reg(G) 204.79 9.32
Nippon India Value Fund(G) 74.60 9.30
SBI Consumption Opp 119.49 9.29
Fund-Reg(G)
Tata Equity P/E Fund(G) 136.86 9.27
Sundaram Diversified Equity(G) 102.00 9.23
Sundaram World Brand 16.03 9.16
Fund-Sr II-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Bharat Consumption 10.71 9.06
Fund-1-(G)
ICICI Pru Bharat Consumption 10.78 9.00
Fund-3-(G)
HDFC Equity Fund(G) 667.67 8.98
Invesco India Infrastructure 17.33 8.93
Fund(G)
Nippon India Large Cap Fund(G)35.11 8.92
Baroda ELSS 96(G) 44.66 8.87
UTI-Nifty Next 50 ETF 294.60 8.79
HDFC Growth Opp Fund-Reg(G)114.88 8.77
Franklin India Opportunities 73.28 8.74
Fund(G)
Franklin India Taxshield(G) 572.32 8.66
Tata India Consumer 18.13 8.63
Fund-Reg(G)
Edelweiss Emerging Markets 13.10 8.61
Opp Eq. Offshore Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Value Fund-17(G) 10.77 8.57
Nippon India Focused Equity 46.42 8.55
Fund(G)
Kotak Infra & Eco Reform 19.84 8.53
Fund(G)
SBI Magnum TaxGain'93-Reg(G)143.57 8.52
Nippon India Growth Fund(G) 1106.94 8.45
BNP Paribas Mid Cap Fund(G) 32.25 8.39
Sundaram LT Tax Adv Fund-Sr 14.85 8.37
II-Reg(G)
Franklin India Prima Fund(G) 960.70 8.37
Nippon India Multi Cap Fund(G) 96.63 8.29
Sundaram Value 16.87 8.24
Fund-III-Reg(G)
Nippon India Quant Fund(G) 25.72 8.05
ICICI Pru Nifty Next 50 ETF 28.93 8.02
Templeton India Equity Income 46.23 7.97
Fund(G)
Invesco India Contra Fund(G) 48.37 7.94
PGIM India Global Equity Opp 18.80 7.92
Fund(G)
Kotak India Growth 9.58 7.83
Fund-Sr 4(G)
UTI Nifty Next 50 Index 10.22 7.69
Fund-Reg(G)
Sundaram Value Fund-II-Reg(G) 16.19 7.67
Nippon India Japan Equity 13.89 7.60
Fund(G)
ICICI Pru Multicap Fund(G) 295.63 7.57
UTI Dividend Yield Fund-Reg(G) 66.95 7.53
IDBI Nifty Junior Index Fund(G) 21.66 7.50
ICICI Pru Nifty Next 50 Index 25.44 7.47
Fund(G)
SBI Technology Opp 64.78 7.34
Fund-Reg(G)
Principal Dividend Yield Fund(G) 54.12 7.34
Principal Emerging Bluechip 105.49 7.34
Fund(G)
ICICI Pru Growth Fund-3(DP) 10.40 7.33
HDFC Focused 30 Fund(G) 78.63 7.29
Sundaram LT Tax Adv Fund-Sr 13.67 7.23
I-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Large & Mid Cap 330.23 7.16
Fund(G)

Fund(G)
L&T Midcap Fund-Reg(G) 132.34 3.26
Sundaram Mid Cap Fund(G) 456.43 3.24
Edelweiss Eur Dynamic 11.36 3.20
Equity Off-shr Fund-Reg(G)
Principal Personal Tax saver 190.86 3.13
Fund
Aditya Birla SL Resurgent India 9.56 3.13
Fund-5-Reg(G)
Kotak US Equity Fund(G) 17.48 3.10
Invesco India Feeder - 13.24 2.89
Invesco Global Equity Income Fund(G)
UTI Mid Cap Fund-Reg(G) 99.31 2.54
UTI Core Equity Fund-Reg(G) 60.52 2.54
HDFC Mid-Cap Opportunities 53.02 2.47
Fund(G)
Aditya Birla SL Mfg. Equity 13.09 2.43
Fund-Reg(G)
SBI-ETF Sensex Next 50 322.09 2.39
HDFC Infrastructure Fund(G) 15.71 2.31
Tata India Pharma & 9.14 2.27
Healthcare Fund-Reg(G)
DSP US Flexible Equity 26.21 2.26
Fund-Reg(G)
Sundaram Emerging Small 9.45 1.90
Cap-Sr-V-Reg(G)
PGIM India Midcap Opp 17.88 1.88
Fund-Reg(G)
HDFC Equity Opp Fund-Sr 10.32 1.80
2-1126D-May 2017(1)-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Resurgent India 9.71 1.46
Fund-4-Reg(G)
L&T Emerging Opp 9.37 1.45
Fund-I-Reg(D)
Sundaram Value 10.70 1.40
Fund-VIII-Reg(G)
DSP World Mining Fund-Reg(G) 8.25 1.19
ICICI Pru Exports & Services 56.41 1.02
Fund(G)
Nippon India Power & 95.32 0.95
Infra Fund(G)
Mirae Asset Healthcare 10.67 0.66
Fund-Reg(G)
L&T Infrastructure Fund-Reg(G) 15.64 0.64
Sundaram Small Cap Fund(G) 77.28 0.51
Sundaram Select Micro 12.80 0.50
Cap-Series VIII-Reg(G)
Sundaram Select Micro 12.73 0.44
Cap-Series IX-Reg(G)
DSP Small Cap Fund-Reg(G) 52.65 0.39
IDBI Small Cap Fund(G) 9.20 0.33
ICICI Pru Focused Equity 29.42 0.24
Fund(G)
ICICI Pru Value Discovery 142.29 0.13
Fund(G)
IDFC Infrastructure Fund-Reg(G)14.18 0.07
SBI Contra Fund-Reg(G) 103.46 -0.02
ICICI Pru Dividend Yield Equity 16.08 -0.06
Fund(G)
Aditya Birla SL Infrastructure 29.86 -0.23
Fund(G)
ICICI Pru Bharat Consumption 9.69 -0.31
Fund-2-(G)
IDBI Midcap Fund(G) 10.45 -0.57
ICICI Pru Technology Fund(G) 57.29 -0.71
UTI LT Adv Fund-VII(G) 8.52 -1.07
Sundaram Select Micro 12.48 -1.10
Cap-Series X-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Midcap Fund(G) 272.95 -1.44
Sundaram Value 8.40 -1.90
Fund-VII-Reg(G)
Sundaram LT Tax Adv Fund-Sr 7.92 -1.98
III-Reg(G)
Nippon India Small Cap Fund(G)38.54 -2.02
Franklin India Smaller Cos 49.82 -2.34
Fund(G)
Nippon India Capital Builder 7.76 -3.01
Fund-IV-B(G)
UTI LT Adv Fund-VI(G) 8.17 -3.04
IDFC Sterling Value 47.24 -3.36
Fund-Reg(G)
IDFC Equity 7.44 -3.38
Opportunity-4-Reg(G)
Sundaram LT Tax Adv Fund-Sr 9.16 -3.45
IV-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Resurgent 7.96 -3.52
India Fund-7-Reg(G)
UTI Healthcare Fund-Reg(G) 82.83 -3.62
UTI Transportation & Logistics 94.83 -3.71
Fund-Reg(G)
Nippon India Pharma Fund(G) 149.17 -3.73
DSP World Agriculture 16.37 -3.84
Fund-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL CEF-Global 23.51 -3.91
Agri-Reg(G)
SBI Healthcare Opp 116.99 -4.11
Fund-Reg(G)
Invesco India Feeder - Invesco 10.60 -4.36
Pan European Equity Fund-Reg(G)
L&T Emerging Businesses 23.05 -4.63
Fund-Reg(G)
HDFC Small Cap Fund-Reg(G) 39.71 -5.06
Sundaram Select Micro 8.91 -5.70
Cap-Series XII-Reg(G)
Sundaram Select Micro 9.25 -6.01
Cap-Series XI-Reg(G)
Sundaram Select Micro 8.19 -6.26
Cap-Series XIV-Reg(G)
Sundaram Value 8.74 -6.66
Fund-IX-Reg(G)
Sundaram Value Fund-X-Reg(G) 8.69 -6.87
Sundaram LT Micro Cap 8.01 -7.01
Tax Adv Fund-Sr IV-Reg(G)
Sundaram LT Micro Cap Tax 9.39 -7.09
Adv Fund-Sr III-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Pure Value 47.41 -7.18
Fund(G)
Aditya Birla SL Small Cap 30.90 -7.23
Fund(G)
Nippon India Capital Builder 7.34 -7.28
Fund-IV-D(G)
Sundaram Select Micro 7.99 -7.97
Cap-Series XV-Reg(G)
DSP World Energy Fund-Reg(G) 12.71 -8.00
Sundaram Select Micro 7.49 -8.28
Cap-Series XVI-Reg(G)
Sundaram LT Micro Cap 7.77 -8.37
Tax Adv Fund-Sr V-Reg(G)
Sundaram LT Micro Cap 7.32 -8.59
Tax Adv Fund-Sr VI-Reg(G)
Sundaram Select Micro 7.06 -9.37
Cap-Series XVII-Reg(G)
Nippon India Capital Builder 6.98 -10.12
Fund-IV-C(G)

L&T Equity Fund-Reg(G) 83.01 7.06
Aditya Birla SL Intl. Equity 22.42 7.03
Fund-A(G)
Nippon India Capital Builder 9.90 6.98
Fund-IV-A(G)
Principal Nifty 100 Equal Weight 72.70 6.97
Fund(G)
Canara Rob Infrastructure 44.91 6.95
Fund-Reg(G)
Kotak Small Cap Fund(G) 71.49 6.94
DSP Equal Nifty 50 9.95 6.90
Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Value Fund-15(G) 10.83 6.80
ICICI Pru Value Fund-9(G) 12.27 6.70
Franklin India Bluechip Fund(G) 459.68 6.69
ICICI Pru Infrastructure Fund(G) 50.11 6.69
Nippon India Vision Fund(G) 534.48 6.66
Edelweiss Mid Cap 26.79 6.60
Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Value Fund-11(G) 12.49 6.57
Invesco India Smallcap 10.65 6.50
Fund-Reg(G)
L&T Large and Midcap 47.66 6.48
Fund-Reg(G)
Sundaram Global Advt(G) 17.13 6.43
Sundaram Smart NIFTY 100 11.96 6.35
Eq Weight Fund-Reg(G)
Franklin India Equity Advantage 79.15 6.30
Fund(G)
IDFC Focused Equity 37.17 6.29
Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Value Fund-13(D) 10.75 6.23
Nippon India India Opp 10.81 6.10
Fund-Sr-A(G)
IDFC Core Equity Fund-Reg(G) 44.98 6.01
IDFC Equity 10.09 5.99
Opportunity-5-Reg(G)
Sundaram Emerging Small 10.62 5.84
Cap-Sr-VI-Reg(G)
UTI LT Adv Fund-IV(G) 10.30 5.82
JM Large Cap Fund(G) 67.52 5.80
Principal Global Opportunities 30.10 5.75
Fund(G)
Invesco India Multicap Fund(G) 47.89 5.72
Aditya Birla SL Resurgent India 11.55 5.67
Fund-3-Reg(G)
Franklin India Equity Fund(G) 580.48 5.59
L&T Emerging Opp 10.06 5.57
Fund-II-Reg(D)
Sundaram Emerging Small 10.57 5.46
Cap-Sr-VII-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Value Fund-10(G) 11.47 5.23
Invesco India Midcap Fund(G) 49.23 5.19
ICICI Pru Value Fund-14(G) 10.70 5.11
HDFC TaxSaver(G) 515.97 5.07
Aditya Birla SL Intl. Equity 18.43 5.00
Fund-B(G)
L&T India Value Fund-Reg(G) 35.61 4.86
Tata Digital India Fund-Reg(G) 14.87 4.85
Aditya Birla SL Digital India 53.51 4.78
Fund(G)
ICICI Pru Value Fund-16(G) 11.24 4.75
ICICI Pru Manufacture in 10.55 4.66
India Fund(G)
Aditya Birla SL Global Emerging 13.10 4.65
Opp Fund(G)
Sundaram Emerging Small 9.35 4.57
Cap-Sr-IV-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Midcap Fund(G) 95.03 4.57
UTI LT Adv Fund-III(G) 13.49 4.51
ICICI Pru Value Fund-8(D) 10.56 4.45
ICICI Pru Global Stable Equity 16.11 4.34

Fund(G)
L&T Tax Advt Fund-Reg(G) 54.71 4.22
Sundaram Emerging Small 9.01 4.19
Cap-Sr-III-Reg(G)
Nippon India Tax Saver (ELSS) 54.79 4.09
Fund(G)
Principal Multi Cap Growth 140.24 4.05
Fund(G)
Sundaram Emerging Small 8.30 4.05
Cap-Sr-II-Reg(G)
PGIM India Euro Equity Fund(G) 14.01 4.01
DSP Natural Res & New 32.41 3.90
Energy Fund-Reg(G)
HDFC Capital Builder Value 283.12 3.86
Fund(G)
Aditya Birla SL Dividend Yield 159.88 3.83
Fund(G)
UTI LT Adv Fund-V(G) 9.44 3.81
IDFC Tax Advt(ELSS) 54.24 3.79
Fund-Reg(G)
DSP Global Allocation 12.87 3.76
Fund-Reg(G)
Baroda Mid-cap Fund(G) 8.85 3.75
Templeton India Value Fund(G) 241.68 3.75
SBI Magnum Midcap 70.66 3.63
Fund-Reg(G)
IDBI Long Term Value 10.36 3.60
Fund-Reg(G)
Principal Tax Savings Fund 204.03 3.55
Sundaram Emerging Small 8.08 3.39
Cap-Sr-I-Reg(G)
Franklin India Technology 157.91 3.35
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India is rolling out “faceless
tax assessment” system to

forestall any discretion or
harassment in tax collection,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said on Sunday as he high-
lighted major reform initiatives
launched by his Government in
the financial sectors in the last
five years.

Hard-selling India as one of
the most attractive investment
destinations globally, Modi also
said the country has stopped
working in a routine, bureau-
cratic manner and was under-
going “transformative changes”
in its march towards econom-
ic and social development.

The Prime Minister was
speaking to a select group of
top business leaders at an event
to mark golden jubilee of the
Aditya Birla Group’s opera-
tions in Thailand.

Modi also asserted that
India now has one of the most
people-friendly tax regimes in
the world and that efforts are
on to further improve 

taxation system.

Modi specifically men-
tioned about how rolling out of
the Goods and Services Tax has
resulted in the economic inte-
gration in the country, adding
his Government was working
towards making it more peo-
ple-friendly. 

“In the last five years, we
have lowered the tax burden on
the middle class considerably.
We are now starting faceless tax
assessment so that there is no
scope for discretion or harass-
ment,” the PM said.

There has been criticism by
the Congress party that tax offi-
cials in the Modi Government
have been harassing business-
es and political leaders critical
of the ruling establishment.

In August, Finance minis-
ter Nirmala Sitharaman con-
veyed to India Inc. That they
will not face any harassment as
a new system is being put in
place to make officials account-
able for their actions.

“In today’s India, the con-
tribution of the hard working
tax payer is cherished. One area
where we have done significant
work is taxation. I am happy

that India is one of the most
people-friendly tax regimes,”
Modi said.

Talking about various
reform measures, Modi said the
direct benefit transfer (DBT)
has ended the culture of mid-
dlemen and inefficiency. “It has
left little scope for error. The
DBT has saved over USD 20
billion so far.”

In his address, Modi also
talked about cut in the corpo-
rate tax rates.

“You would already have
heard of India’s decision to cut
the corporate tax rates. Our
GST has fulfilled the dream of
economic integration of India.
We want to work towards mak-
ing it even more people-friend-
ly,” the Prime Minister said.

The PM said it was the best
time to be in India and that
many things such as foreign
direct investment, ease of doing
business, ease of living and pro-
ductivity are rising while tax
rates, red -tapism, corruption,
cronyism are on a decline.

“All of what I have said just
now makes India one of the
world’s most attractive

economies for investment.
India received USD 286 billion
FDI in the last five years. This
is almost half of the total FDI
in India in the last 20 years,”
Modi said.

The Prime Minister also
referred to India’s dream 
to become a five trillion dollar
economy. 

“When my Government
took over in 2014, India’s GDP
was about USD 2 trillion. In 65
years, USD 2 trillion. But in just
5 years, we increased it to
nearly USD 3 trillion,” he said.

Modi said India has seen
many success stories in the last
five years in various sectors and
the reason for it is not only the
Government but also the peo-
ple. “India has stopped work-

ing in a routine, bureaucratic
manner. Transformative
changes are arising due to
ambitious missions undertak-
en. When these ambitious mis-
sions are energised by the part-
nership of people, they become
vibrant mass movements. And,
these mass movements achieve
miracles. Things that were sup-
posed to be previously impos-
sible have now become possi-
ble,” he said.

The PM also elaborated on
steps being taken by his
Government to improve ease of
doing business in the country
and their impact reflected in
several ratings about the India
growth story.

“India has jumped 79
places in the World Bank’s

‘Ease of Doing Business’ rank-
ings in five years. From 142 in
2014 we are 63 in 2019. This is
a massive achievement. For
the third year in row, we are
among the top 10 reformers.
The variables for doing busi-
ness in India are many,” he said.

“We are a large and diverse
nation. There are the central,
State and local Governments.
In such a context, a direction-
al shift shows our commitment
to reforms. The people and
Government came together to
make the business environ-
ment better,” the PM said.

Modi said India was receiv-
ing substantially more tourists
in the last few years, which he
said, meant that “our efforts on
the ground are bearing fruit.
The fact that India has better
roads, better air connectivity,
better cleanliness and better law
and order is bringing the world
to India.” In his address, Modi
also congratulated the Aditya
Birla group  for its commend-
able work in Thailand, saying
it is creating opportunities and
prosperity for many in the
country.
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Led by India, South Asia is
moving towards becoming

centre of global growth and
could contribute about one-
third of the world’s growth by
2040, according to a latest
research by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF).

Notably, under the IMF’s
geographical division of the
world, South Asia does not
include Afghanistan and
Pakistan. For IMF, South Asia
includes India, Bangladesh,
Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bhutan, 
and Maldives.

Under a substantial liber-
alisation scenario, supported by
stepped-up efforts to improve
infrastructure and successful-
ly harness South Asia’s young
and large workforce, the region
could contribute about one-
third of global growth by 2040,
argues the IMF paper ‘Is South

Asia Ready for take Off? A sus-
tainable and inclusive growth
agenda,’ to be released in New
Delhi on Monday.

“Looking at it both from
the growth trajectory that we
see and the development else-
where in Asia, we see South
Asia as moving towards being
much more of center of global
growth,” Anne-Marie Gulde-
Wolf, Deputy Director, Asia and
Pacific Department, IMF told
PTI ahead of the release of the

report. Previewing some key
aspects of the IMF research,
Gulde-Wolf noted that based on
demographic trends, more than
150 million people in the region
are expected to enter the labour
market by 2030.

“We have a region with a
massive potential for demo-
graphic dividend. (This is), a
region that has been seen over
the recent past significant
growth spurt,” she said.

This young and large work-

force can be South Asia’s
strength, if supported by a suc-
cessful high-quality and job-rich
growth strategy, leveraging all
sectors of the economy in a bal-
anced way. The IMF paper says.

Although policy recom-
mendations remain country-
specific, for many South Asian
economies these should
include: further progress in
revenue mobilisation and fiscal
consolidation; greater trade
and foreign direct investment
(FDI) liberalisation; and invest-
ment in people, the paper notes.

What can India do to har-
ness the potential demograph-
ic dividend and to avoid pitfalls
of rapid growth that we have
seen in other areas, she asked.
The IMF is looking at sustain-
able growth, avoiding massive
ecological problems that could
be associated with this kind of
imbalanced prose.

That’s why IMF sees India

needing a multipronged
approach that leverages the
advantages that the country
already has, she said.

“The country has already an
excellent tertiary education sys-
tem, built a on high value-
added services. So, in no way,
should any strategy devalue that
aspect,” she said. But it needs to
be complemented with areas like
manufacturing sector, wherein
India is below what would one
expect from a country with that
level of development, she said
adding that the issue is how to
involve private sector to increase
the manufacturing base. India,
she noted, needs to create a bet-
ter environment for private sec-
tor growth which looks at a
product market, labour markets,
land is a particular issue and
obviously some of the impetus
has to come from foreign direct
investment, the top IMF official
said.

Indore: Over 3,400 branches of
26 public sector banks (PSBs)
have been either closed or
merged during the last five
financial years due to merger
under the consolidation exer-
cise in the banking space,
revealed an RTI query.

Of this, 75 per cent of the
affected branches belong to
the country’s biggest lender
State Bank of India (SBI).

To a query under the Right
to Information (RTI) Act filed
by a Neemuch-based activist
Chandrashekhar Gaud, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
informed that 26 PSBs of the
country either closed or
merged 90 branches during FY
2014-15, 126 branches in 2015-
16, 253 branches in 2016-17,
2,083 branches in 2017-18 and
875 branches during 2018-19.

The RTI information came
out at a time when the Centre
is planning to consolidate 10
PSBs into four mega state-

owned lenders. According to
RTI reply, the maximum 2,568
branches of the SBI were affect-
ed due to merger or closure in
the last five financial years.

The RBI informed that
Bharatiya Mahila Bank, State
Bank of Bikaner and Jaipur,
State Bank of Hyderabad, State
Bank of Mysore, State Bank of
Patiala and State 
Bank of Travancore were merged
with SBI with effect from April
1, 2017. In addition, the merger
of Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank
with Bank of Baroda came into
effect from April 1 this year.

Meanwhile, employee
organisations of public banks
have opposed to the govern-
ment’s new plan to consolidate
the banking space.

All India Bank Employees’
Association (AIBEA) General
Secretary CH Venkatachalam
told PTI that at least 7,000
branches of these banks likely
to be affected, if the govern-

ment forms four big banks out
of the ten state-owned banks in
the country.

Most of these affected
branches will be from the met-
ros and cities, he added.
Venkatachalam expressed
apprehensions that the pro-
posed merger would decline the
business of the PSBs concerned.
It is generally seen that cus-
tomers stop banking with the
branch, once it was closed or
merged with another one.

However, economist
Jayantilal Bhandari said that
merger of PSBs is the need of
the hour. “The state exchequer
will benefit after creation of big
banks by merging smaller pub-
lic sector banks. In addition, the
large state-run banks will be able
to distribute relatively more
loans to the common people
due to their strong financial
condition, which will spur the
economic growth in the coun-
try,” he said. PTI

Mumbai: Yes Bank, which
reported a surge in NPAs in the
September quarter, feels its
stressed loans situation could
have been much better but for
“torpedos” that hit the private
sector lender.

These “torpedos” which
hit his ship include exposures
to Cafe Coffee Day, Altico
Capital, CG Power and Cox
and Kings, the bank’s chief
executive Ravneet Gill has said.

“Every torpedo that got
fired hit us,” he told a select
group of reporters over the
weekend. He said these
accounts itself led to a �4,000
crore bloating of the below
investment grade book to
�31,000 crore from the �29,000
crore in the preceding quarter. 

Gill exuded confidence
that the bank does not see any
jump in this book in the future,
but conceded that it was keep-
ing a similar outlook earlier 
as well. PTI
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Private sector lender Yes
Bank is aiming to finish a

USD 1.2 billion (about �8,462
crore) equity raising exercise by
December and willing to give
new investors a board seat,
according to a top official.

The bank, which has
claimed that it is in discussions
with potential suitors who are
willing to pump in up to USD
3 billion (around �21,156 crore)
collectively, said it may raise the
money either through the North
American family office, which
has made a binding offer to
pump USD 1.2 billion, or
through a combination of
investors. The other investors
include private equity funds,
domestic mutual funds, domes-
tic financial investors and also
domestic family offices.

“We have to inform the
North American family office
by end of November. We will

raise USD 1.2 billion by end of
December and it may be either
from them or a combination of
investors,” its chief executive
Ravneet Gill told a select group
of reporters over the weekend.

He said the money raised
will suffice the bank for two
years, after considering its aim
to expand the loan book to
“high-teen” levels, Gill said,
asserting that the asset quality
issues are under check now.

The newly appointed head,
who replaced promoter-chief
executive Rana Kapoor whose
conduct had raised RBI’s con-
cerns, said the binding offer
was received last Thursday over
email and chose to disclose it to
exchanges as it was advised that
it was price sensitive. As part of
the offer, the family office has
also attached a letter from a
major US bank with which it has
a long relationship, affirming the
former’s ability to pay the
promised sum, Gill said.
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Reliance Jio has written to
Telecom Minister Ravi

Shankar Prasad stating in
unequivocal terms that the pro-
posed telcos bailout would be
contempt of the Supreme Court
judgment and an illegal trigger
to widespread precedent.

In a strongly worded letter
to Prasad, Mukesh Ambani’s
Reliance Jio for the first time in
the current telecom war, named
Airtel and Vodafone Idea,
whose interests the Cellular
Operators Association of India
(COAI) is trying to push.

Reliance Jio has desisted
from naming Airtel and
Vodafone Idea in earlier mis-
sives to the Telecom Minister
and other government func-
tionaries. This direct attack
indicates an escalation of hos-
tilities and that the gloves were

off now.
“At the outset, we would

once again like to place on
record our dismay and we
deplore continued acts of omis-
sions of the COAI of not tak-
ing RJIL comments on record,
which indicates its continued
deliberate and wilful motivat-
ed agenda to only perpetrate
interests of two select members
— Airtel and Vodafone Idea.”

Lashing out at the COAI,
Jio said: “In order to help its two
select members get a financial
windfall from the Government,
COAI is in fact canvassing for
going against the decision of the
Hon’ble Supreme Court judge-
ment.” Jio has bluntly said that
a relief package for telcos would
be against the apex court judge-
ment asking them to pay
�92,000 crore for government
levy on Annual Gross Revenues
(AGR).

Objecting to any kind of
relief package, Jio has told the
government: “We are of the
view that the Government does
not have the option of going
against the Supreme Court
judgement and provide any of
the reliefs sought by COAI.”

It is evident from the facts
and circumstances of this case,
that the claimed inability to
meet the payment obligations
was not on account of any rea-
sons or an event or an effect that
the parties could not have antic-
ipated or controlled, the letter
said. “Rather, the position that
emerges from a plain reading of
the judgment is that the licensees
have indulged in abuse of the
process of Court and deliberately
delayed payment of dues on friv-
olous and legally untenable
grounds,” Jio said questioning
the telecom operators.

Jio has cautioned that for
the government it would not be
legally tenable to provide a
relief in light of the Supreme
Court judgment. “Having part-
ed with spectrum on agreed
terms crystallized in the
License Agreement, any action
on the part of the Government
of India to modify or waive
contractual provisions per-
taining to interest and penalty
on unpaid dues would not be
legally tenable specially when
same has been dealt in the
judgement of the Hon Supreme
Court specifically,” it added.
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State Bank of India will auc-
tion NPAs worth �700 crore

this month to recover its dues
from those borrowers.

There will be three auc-
tions in the month and the total
amount outstanding is �700.34
crore, according to SBI’s 
auction plan .

Ludhiana-based Regency
Aqua Electro & Hotel Resorts
Pvt. Ltd. and Kolkata-based
Lovely International Pvt. Ltd.
will be auctioned on November
18 while on November 29, the
e-auction will take place of
Sankalp Engineering & Pvt.
Ltd. and Anjanay Rice Mill Pvt.
Ltd. among others.

On November 7, e-auction

of Bhopal-based Bhatia Global
Trading Limited (BGTL) which
has a due of �177 crore . It will
be among several other assets
is scheduled to be auctioned
that day. As per Bank’s revised
Policy on Sale of Financial
Assets, SBI places accounts for
sale to ARCs/ Banks/ NBFCs/
FIs, on the terms and condi-
tions indicated there against.

All these accounts are to be
auctioned under “Swiss
Challenge Method”, based on
an existing offer in hand, who
will have the right to match the
highest bid.

In the latest Q2 results,
SBI’s Fresh slippages halved to
�8,800 crore from �16,000
crore on a quarterly basis.

The asset quality of the

bank improved with gross non-
performing asset (NPA) ratio
coming in at 7.19 per cent,
down 276 bps yearly and 34 bps
sequentially. 

Net NPA ratio was at 2.79
per cent, down 205 bps YoY
and 28 bps QoQ. 

The bank was holding total
provisions of �22,399 crore,
which was 89.63 per cent of
total outstanding, as of
September 30.
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With just two months to go
for the year-end, draft

papers for nearly 125 mutual
fund schemes have been filed by
asset management companies
with Sebi so far in 2019, much
lower than 211 such docu-
ments submitted in entire 2018.

Fund houses attributed the
fewer NFOs (new fund offers)
in 2019 to tepid investors’ sen-
timent and liquidity crisis in
debt funds. Fixed maturity
plan, exchange traded fund
(ETF), retirement, sustainable
equity fund and business cycle
fund are some of the themes for
which the mutual fund hous-
es have filed the applications.

Interestingly, many mutual
fund companies are also looking
at index funds and global funds.
The draft documents for 125
NFOs have been submitted with
the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) so far in
2019 (till October 31), accord-
ing to the markets regulator.

Of these, some of the
schemes have already been

launched after getting regulato-
ry clearances. “We have seen the
trends from past as well as that
the number of NFOs are high-
er when the markets are good
and lower when sentiments are
bad,” said Omkeshwar Singh,
head of mutual fund distribution
business at Samco.

“During last year-and-half,
except for the past few funds,
most of the equity funds have
under-performed, especially in
the mid and small caps 
and also there has been lots of
bad news in debt funds.
Therefore the NFOs have been
lower,” he added.

In recent months, the
mutual fund industry has been
grappling with redemption
pressures in the wake of debt
crises at various groups, includ-
ing IL&FS, Essel and DHFL.

Axis Mutual MF, ICICI
Prudential MF, UTI MF, SBI
MF, Aditya Birla Sun Life MF,
Edelweiss MF and Reliance
MF are among the fund 
houses that have approached
Sebi with the offer documents
for NFOs.

Beijing: India will be one of the
“Guest of Honour Country” at
China’s second International
Import Expo (CIIE) to be
opened at Shanghai on
November 5 where it plans to
make a strong pitch for exports
of its Pharma, IT and agricul-
tural products among others.

An Indian business delega-
tion headed by Commerce
Secretary, Anup Wadhawan,
would take part in the import
expo which is aimed at enabling
countries from the world over
to showcase products to
enhance their export to China.
In this year’s expo to be inau-
gurated by Chinese President Xi
Jinping, India is among the 15
Guest Countries of Honour. 

The others are Cambodia,
the Czech Republic, France,
Greece, Italy, Jamaica, Jordan,
Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Peru,
Russia, Thailand, Uzbekistan,
and Zambia.

A number of European
leaders — including French
President Emmanuel Macron
and incoming EU trade com-

missioner Phil Hogan would
take part in the expo which
would be held from November
5 to 10 for businessmen. Later
it would be open for public till
November 20.

Guests and representatives
from more than 170 countries
and regions have been invited
to attend the expo, Vice
Minister of Commerce, Wang
Bingnan, told the media ahead
of the fair. More than 500,000
buyers and visitors from home
and abroad are expected at the
expo, he said.

The expo is composed of
three parts — country exhibi-
tions, business exhibitions and
the second Hongqiao
International Economic
Forum. It covered a total area
of 30,000 square meters, the
country exhibitions will host 64
countries and international
organisations, with uniquely
designed pavilions to showcase
the countries’ development
achievements, business envi-
ronment and special industries,
Wang said. PTI
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Telecom Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad has direct-

ed the ailing telecom PSUs,
BSNL and MTNL, to start a
dialogue with their employees
on the terms and conditions of
the voluntary retirement
scheme (VRS) and prepare a
roadmap for its successful
implementation, higly placed
sources said.

The Union Cabinet had
last month approved a revival
package for BSNL and MTNL
which includes a voluntary
retirement scheme (VRS) for
their staff. The aim is to reduce
the employee cost of the two
companies by offering VRS to
their staff aged 50 years and
above based on the 
Gujarat model with 
some modifications.

The Government has set
January 31, 2020 as the last date
for employees opting for VRS.
It will give �17,160-crore for
VRS settlements and another
�12,768 crore towards retire-
ment liabilities.

BSNL has 1.76 lakh
employees, of which some 1.06
lakh are over 50 years of age.
The telco is keen that 80 per
cent of the employees should
opt for the VRS.

MTNL has around 22,000
employees. BSNL’s employee
cost is 75 per cent of its total
income and MTNL’s employee
cost is 87 per cent of its total
income.

The financial health of
both PSUs depend on the suc-
cess of the VRS, the imple-
mentation of which would take
a minimum of 90 days.

“The Minister on Friday
met the boards of both BSNL
and MTNL and conveyed to
them that the scheme 
must be implemented with a
proper dialogue with the
employees, and by presenting
them with questions and
answers,” sources said.

“He told the boards of the
two PSUs that it was the finest
VRS announced by any PSU,
and BSNL and MTNL must be
proactive to make it a success,”
said the sources.

Employees above the age of
53.5 years will get 125 per cent
of their salary, which they
could have earned in balance
period of their service.
Employees in the age bracket of
50 to 53.5 years opting for the
VRS will get benefit in the
range of 80 to 100 per cent of
the remuneration to be paid in
the balance period of their
service. 

For employees currently
more than 55 years of age, on
opting for VRS, the pension
will be commuted only when
they attain 60 years of age (the
current retirement age). For the
employees, currently of age 55
years and less, on opting for
VRS, the pension will be 
commuted in the sixth year
2024-25.

Prasad also asked the PSUs
to take proactive measures to
monetise their assets and com-
plete everything in a time-
bound manner. 

“He said there will be strict
monitoring, and BSNL/MTNL
will have to deliver,” sources
pointed out.
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Iran’s Supreme Leader said on
Sunday that his country has

outmaneuvered the United
States in the four decades since
the 1979 Islamic Revolution.
Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Husseini
Khamenei said Iran has
“trapped the other party in the
corner of the ring in many
cases,” adding that US aggres-
sion toward Iran has only
grown “wilder and more fla-
grant” over the years. 

Ayatollah Khamenei was
quoted on his official website in
a speech to thousands of stu-
dents, a day before the 40th
anniversary of the US Embassy
takeover in Tehran.

Tensions have been high
between Washington and
Tehran following US President
Donald Trump’s decision over a
year ago to unilaterally pull out
of the 2015 nuclear deal with
Iran and other world powers.

The US has sought to roll
back Iran’s influence across
the region by imposing sanc-
tions and providing military
and other aid to its adversaries.
Those sanctions have kept Iran
from selling its oil abroad and
have crippled its economy. Iran
has since begun breaking terms
of the nuclear deal.

Khamenei, who has final say
on all state matters, repeated his
opposition to talks with the US
In October, he had said negoti-
ations with the US would not
take place unless Washington
returned to the nuclear deal by
lifting its sanctions.

“A ban of negotiation with
the US is one of the most impor-
tant instruments for closing the

path for their intervention in
Iran,” Khamenei said Sunday.

Iran routinely accuses the
US of interfering in its internal
affairs. It now points to the
Trump administration’s “max-
imum pressure” policy, which
it describes as trying to topple
its Islamic Republic.

The West Asia is currently
witnessing anti-government
demonstrations in Lebanon and
Iraq. While those protests are
fueled by local grievances and
mainly directed at political elites,
they also pose a challenge to Iran,
which closely backs both gov-
ernments as well as powerful
armed groups in each country.

Iran and its allies have
expressed support for some of

the protesters’ demands, but
have also accused the US and
other Western countries of
manipulating the demonstra-
tions to sow chaos.

Iran has expanded its influ-
ence in neighboring Iraq fol-
lowing the 2003 US-led inva-
sion, which empowered the
country’s Shiite majority. Iraq
has a number of powerful Iran-
backed militias that were ini-
tially mobilised to battle the
Islamic State (ISIS) group.

Iran also backs the
Lebanese militant group

Hezbollah, which sent thou-
sands of fighters to neigh-
bouring Syria to help defeat the
uprising against Syrian
President Bashar Assad, anoth-
er key Iranian ally.

The US has thrown its
weight behind Iranian rival Saudi
Arabia and other Gulf Arab
monarchies, which funded a
number of opposition groups
battling Assad in Syria’s eight-year
civil war. Assad’s government has
since all but won the war mili-
tarily with the help of Russia and
Iran. The US also blames Iran for
a September 14 attack key on
Saudi oil infrastructure, which
temporarily halved the king-
dom’s production.

Tehran denies it launched

the cruise missiles and drones
used in the assault. 

Yemen’s Houthi rebels
claimed responsibility, but ana-
lysts say the weapons used
wouldn’t have the range to

reach their targets from Houthi-
controlled areas of Yemen.

A Saudi-led and US-
backed military coalition has
been fighting the Iran-backed
Houthis since 2015.
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The television station of
Lebanon’s powerful Shi’ite

Islamist movement Hezbollah
protested on Saturday that
most of its Twitter accounts had
been suspended.

Al-Manar accused the US-
based social media platform of
giving in to “political pressures”.

“Account suspended,” one
such Arabic-language account,
@almanarnews, read late
Saturday.

“There is no place on
Twitter for illegal terrorist
organisations and violent
extremist groups,” a Twitter
spokesperson told AFP.

The accounts in English,
French and Spanish were also
not available, but the Twitter
handles of specific television
shows seemed to be function-
ing.

Iran-backed Hezbollah is
designated a “terrorist” group
by the United States and several
of its officials are under US

sanctions, but it is also a key
political player in Lebanon.

The group held three min-
isterial posts and a majority
with its Christian allies before
Lebanon’s cabinet fell this week
after 13 days of mass anti-graft
protests.

Hezbollah is the only group
not to have disarmed after
Lebanon’s 1975-1990 civil war,
and it fought Israeli troops who
occupied southern Lebanon
until 2000.

It has also been a key ally
of Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad in the neighbouring
country’s eight-year conflict.
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Sri Lanka’s Tamil National
Alliance (TNA) on Sunday

said they will support the coun-
try’s ruling party candidate,
Sajith Premadasa, in the
November 16 presidential 
election.

“After our central commit-
tee meeting held in Vavuniya
today, we have decided to back
Sajith Premadasa,” TNA
spokesman and legislator MA
Sumanthiran told reporters.

“His manifesto will be
more acceptable to Tamils
(compared) to other candi-
dates,” Sumanthiran said.

In his manifesto,
Premadasa has pledged “max-
imum devolution of power
within an undivided and indi-
visible Sri Lanka”.

Sumanthiran said TNA
leader R Sampanthan would
consult other parties in the
Tamil alliance before officially
announcing the TNA’s stand to
back Premadasa.

Samanthiran said the 13-
point plan of the Tamil politi-
cal parties’ had not been pre-
sented to any of the presiden-
tial candidates.

The 13 points included the
demand to permanently merge
north and eastern provinces,
granting Tamils political auton-
omy in a federal solution.
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Beijing said on Sunday it is
“ready to work” with

Southeast Asian nations on a
code of conduct in the flash-
point South China Sea, where
it is accused of building up mil-
itary installations and bullying
fellow claimants.

China claims most of the
resource-rich waterway, a
major global shipping route
that has long been a source of
tension in the region.

For years, the 10-member
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) has been
locked in talks for a code of
conduct for the sea, where
China is accused of deploying
warships, arming outposts and
ramming fishing vessels.

The agreement, set to be
finished in 2021, will lay out
conduct guidelines for the sea
along with conflict resolution
parameters.

On Sunday, China’s premier
Li Keqiang said the first read-
ing of the document -- a chance
for all members to comment on
the draft terms -- was “a very

important landmark”.
“We stand ready to work with

ASEAN countries building on the
existing foundation and the basis
to strive for new progress” on the
guidelines, he said.

He added that China want-
ed to “maintain and uphold
long-term peace and stability in
the South China Sea”.

The Philippines -- which
has sparred with China in the
sea -- said Sunday that Beijing
is committed to the code, despite
its broad claims to the waterway.

“It recognises the fact that

if it doesn’t agree to a code of
conduct then there will be tur-
moil in the region,” presiden-
tial spokesman Salvador Panelo
told reporters in Bangkok on
the sidelines of ASEAN.

The Philippines in 2016
filed a case with a UN-backed
tribunal, which ultimately
rejected Beijing’s assertions in
the sea.

Tensions in the waterway
have flared in recent weeks
between China and Vietnam,
one of Beijing’s most vocal
critics on the issue.
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China on Sunday launched
Gaofen-7, a new Earth

observation satellite, which will
play a major role in land sur-
veying and mapping, urban
and rural construction and
statistical investigation, accord-
ing to the China National
Space Administration (CNSA).

The Gaofen-7 was China’s
first civil-use optical transmis-
sion three-dimensional sur-
veying and mapping satellite
that reaches the sub-metre
level, Xinhua reported.

The satellite and carrier
rocket were developed by the
China Academy of Space
Technology and the Shanghai
Academy of Spaceflight
Technology under the China
Aerospace Science and
Technology Corporation.

Along with Gaofen-7, three
other commercial and scientific
experiment satellites, including
one developed for Sudan, were
also launched into space.

The development of the
Gaofen-7 has achieved a break-
through in sub-meter level 3D
mapping camera technology,
meeting the highest mapping
accuracy requirement among
the Gaofen series Earth obser-
vation satellites, according 
to CNSA.
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The UN chief on Sunday
urged Myanmar to ensure

the “safe” return of Rohingya
refugees driven out by army
operations, a plea made in
front of Aung San Suu Kyi
more than two years since her
country cracked down on the
Muslim minority.

Speaking at a summit of
Southeast Asian leaders in
Bangkok — with Myanmar’s de
facto head Suu Kyi in the room
— Antonio Guterres said he
remains “deeply concerned”
about the plight of the
Rohingya.

Violence in Rakhine state in
2017 forced more than 740,000
Rohingya to flee, most seeking
refuge in overcrowded camps in
neighbouring Bangladesh, in
what UN investigators say
amounted to genocide.

Myanmar does not recog-
nise the Rohingya as citizens.

The country says it wel-
comes back those who agree to
a bureaucratic status below
full citizenship, and if they
agree to live under tight guard
after their villages were incin-
erated.

Guterres said Myanmar is
responsible to “ensure a con-
ducive environment for the
safe, voluntary, dignified and
sustainable repatriation of
refugees”. Suu Kyi sat in the
room expressionless as
Guterres spoke.

Only a few hundred
Rohingya have returned to

Myanmar so far, with many
fearing further persecution in
the Buddhist-majority country.

The secretary-general also
called on Myanmar “to ensure
humanitarian actors have full
and unfettered access to areas
of return”.
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Leaders from fast-growing
Southeast Asian economies,

China and other regional pow-
ers vowed Sunday to tran-
scend conflicts over trade poli-
cies and territorial disputes for
the sake of stronger economies
and regional stability.

President Donald Trump
skipped the summit of the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations and instead sent his
national security adviser,
Robert O’Brien.

Last year, Trump sent Vice
President Mike Pence. Both
now are busy campaigning
back home, and analysts say
their absence will leave room
for China to further raise its
profile and clout in the region.

The ASEAN meeting’s
host, Thai Prime Minister
Prayuth Chan-ocha, said the
group aims to reach a basic
agreement on plans for what
may become one of the world’s
biggest trade blocs.

The proposed Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership aims to level trade
barriers between the 10
ASEAN members and six other
countries in a bloc encom-
passing nearly a third of all
global trade.

Prayuth and other officials
said the aim was to have a final

deal by next year. ASEAN also
hopes to set a code of conduct
with China regarding disputed
waters in the South China Sea,
he said. Chinese Premier Li
Keqiang told other leaders
attending that Beijing was com-
mitted to forging such an
agreement and to ASEAN’s
central role in the region.

“Given the complexity in
the international and regional
situation, our cooperation is
built on a stable structure and
moving forward in a positive
fashion,” Li said.

“This is beneficial to the
region and all parties involved.”
“We support stability in the
region and by doing so we have
been able to cope with the
instability elsewhere in the
world,” he said.

On the troublesome issue
of the South China Sea, Li wel-
comed progress on negotiating
a code of conduct aimed at
taming aggressive actions that
could set off armed confronta-
tions in one of the world’s
most disputed regions.

After being accused of
delaying the start of talks for
years while building artificial
islands with military outposts
on contested reefs, China
agreed to commence negotia-
tions and both sides announced
that the first of three expected
rounds was concluded in July.
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Chinese Prime Minister Li
Keqiang on Sunday pushed

for an early conclusion of talks
on a mega free-trade pact amid
persisting doubts over the pro-
posed multilateral agreement
between 10 ASEAN countries
and their six trading partners.

Li was speaking before the
start of a bilateral meeting
between China and the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) on the side-
lines of the annual summit of
the regional bloc that will be
held until Monday here, reports
Efe news.

Leaders of the Southeast
Asian countries and several
other nations have gathered in
the Thai capital for the annu-
al summit to boost their part-
nerships with the regional bloc
amid an unending trade dis-
pute between the US and
China.

Li highlighted the country’s
high expectations about the 16-
nation trade partnership that
will cover almost half of the
world’s population and bring
together a third of the global
GDP.

He hoped that the pact
would be signed next year.

The agreement includes

China, Australia, South Korea,
Japan, India, New Zealand,
and the 10 ASEAN countries -
Burma, Brunei, Cambodia, the
Philippines, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand,
and Vietnam.

On Saturday, Philippine
Minister of Commerce Ramon
Lopez said the pact had the
consensus of all countries
except one.

So far, no bilateral meeting
has been scheduled between
the representatives of the US
and China amid an ongoing
trade dispute between the two
countries that has negatively
affected the global economy.

However, the two sides
were expected to meet at the
East Asia Forum on Monday.

Baghdad: Iraqi authorities have
reduced the curfew in Baghdad
to four hours from six, as anti-
government protests continued
across the capital city.

A statement on Saturday by
Baghdad Operations
Command (BOC), responsible
for the security of Baghdad
province, decided to set the new
curfew from 2 a.m. to 6 a.m.,
while the previous one imposed

on October 28 started from
midnight, Xinhua news agency
reported on Sunday.

The curfew reduction is
intended to give more time for
the protesters to return home,
the statement said.

Since October 25, at least
82 people have been killed
and more than 3,000 injured in
clashes between protesters and
security forces.

These new wave of protests
follows the initial demonstra-
tions that erupted on October
1, which spread through the
capital and other regions of Iraq
due to outrage over the lack of
public services and employ-
ment opportunities.

At least 157 people died in
the ensuing unrest, including
eight members of the security
forces. IANS
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Iran said on Saturday it has
sent Iraq and Arab states of

the Gulf the text of its securi-
ty and cooperation project
known as Hormuz Peace Plan
first unveiled by President
Hassan Rouhani at the UN in
September.

Rouhani “sent the full text
(of the initiative) to the heads”
of the Gulf Cooperation
Council and Iraq and “asked for
their cooperation in processing
and implementing it”, the for-
eign ministry said.

The GCC is a six-nation
bloc that groups Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar and
Oman.

Ties have been tense
between Iran and GCC mem-
bers Saudi Arabia and the
UAEnited Arab Emirates, both
allies of the United States and
leading members of a military
coalition battling Iran-backed
Huthi rebels in Yemen.

In September, Rouhani
proposed in a speech at the UN
General Assembly a “Coalition
for Hope” that would unite all
regional countries in a pledge of

non-aggression and non-inter-
ference in each others’ affairs.

It came after a string of
mysterious attacks on oil
tankers in the Gulf and Saudi
oil installations, which the
United States blamed on
Tehran. Iran denied any
involvement in the attacks.

“The security of the region
shall be provided when
American troops pull out,”
Rouhani said at the General
Assembly.

“In the event of an incident,
you and we shall not remain
alone. We are neighbours with
each other and not with the
United States,” he added.

Tensions between Tehran
and Washington have escalat-
ed sharply since US President
Donald Trump unilaterally
withdrew last year from the
2015 Iran nuclear deal.

He has since reimposed
unilateral sanctions as part of
its “maximum pressure” cam-
paign.

The arch-foes came to the
brink of a military confronta-
tion in June when Iran downed
a US drone and Trump ordered
retaliatory strikes before can-
celling them at the last minute.
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Portland: A federal judge in
Portland, Oregon, on Saturday
put on hold a Trump adminis-
tration rule requiring immi-
grants prove they will have
health insurance or can pay for
medical care before they can get
visas.

US District Judge Michael
Simon granted a preliminary
injunction that prevents the rule
from going into effect Sunday. It’s
not clear when he will rule on the
merits of the case.

Seven Us citizens and a
nonprofit organization filed the
federal lawsuit Wednesday con-
tending the rule would block
nearly two-thirds of all prospec-
tive legal immigrants.

The lawsuit also said the rule
would greatly reduce or eliminate
the number of immigrants who
enter the United States with
family sponsored visas.

“We’re very grateful that the
court recognized the need to
block the health care ban imme-
diately,” says Justice Action Center
senior litigator Esther Sung, who
argued at Saturday’s hearing on
behalf of the plaintiffs.

“The ban would separate
families and cut two-thirds of
green-card-based immigration
starting tonight, were the ban not
stopped,” he said.

The proclamation signed
by President Donald Trump in
early October applies to people
seeking immigrant visas from
abroad — not those in the US
already. It does not affect lawful
permanent residents. It does
not apply to asylum-seekers,

refugees or children.
The proclamation says

immigrants will be barred from
entering the country unless they
are to be covered by health
insurance within 30 days of
entering or have enough finan-
cial resources to pay for any med-
ical costs. The rule is the Trump
administration’s latest effort to
limit immigrant access to pub-
lic programs while trying to
move the country away from a
family based immigration system
to a merit-based system.

The White House said in a
statement at the time the procla-
mation was issued that too many
non-citizens were taking advan-
tage of the country’s “generous
public health programs,” and said
immigrants contribute to the
problem of “uncompensated
health care costs.”

Under the government’s visa
rule, the required insurance can
be bought individually or pro-
vided by an employer and it can
be short-term coverage or cata-
strophic.

Medicaid doesn’t count, and
an immigrant can’t get a visa if
using the Affordable Care Act’s
subsidies when buying insur-
ance. The federal government
pays for those subsidies.

According to the Migration
Policy Institute, a nonpartisan
immigration think tank, 57% of
US immigrants had private
health insurance in 2017, com-
pared with 69% of US-born, and
30% had public health insurance
coverage, compared with 36% of
native-born. AP
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Discipline is vital to every living being and espe-
cially to social beings, because without it mankind

will be ruined. To live a peaceful life in the society, it
is a pre-requisite. However, it can neither be acquired
from books, nor can it be learnt from anyone. It can
only be inculcated if one includes it in their routine,
right from the moment of waking up to the time of
going off to sleep. 

As per the dictionary discipline means ‘Training
to act in accordance with rules; activity, exercise or
a regimen that develops or improves a skill’. It directs
us towards positive emotions, actions and thoughts.
Hence, wherever we go, we
need to carry discipline
with us and inspire others to
do the same if they are
unaware of its value.We can
lead a very systematic life if
we learn to be disciplined in
ever ything we do. We
should go to bed and wake
up at the right time every
day. We should eat a bal-
anced diet to stay healthy,
and get the right amount of
exercise to stay fit. We must
inhale fresh air everyday to
have a peaceful mind. 

In the present milieu, indiscipline or lack of core
human values is considered to be a major factor for
the downfall of our civilisation. It is a known fact that
no country can rise without a sense of discipline
among its nationals. Indiscipline shows that there is
a sense of frustration or absence of control in the soci-
ety, which further leads to restlessness of mind and
a tendency to disobey and overthrow the code of con-
duct. This roughness in behaviour and the spirit of
revolt is not really a thirst for freedom but an attempt
to earn recognition. All these are symptoms of a mind
which is void of peace and contentment. 

The need of the hour is to engage the youth in con-
structive activities and channelise its energies in a pos-
itive way for the benefit of the society. If parents can-
not inspire their progeny by their love, sacrifice, char-
acter, good behaviour and a spirit of understanding,
then youngsters, who have a superfluous physical ener-
gy become restless and tend to rebel against the sys-
tem which the elders have set up. However, on one
side we cannot hold only children responsible for this
behaviour. If the parents are of high character and
integrity, then there would be no reason why they
would not be respected. But on the other side this does
not mean that children are not at fault. It’s a known
fact that many of them are misguided by their own
troublesome friends whom they consider to be their
leaders. 

However, the most potent factor that is respon-
sible for the restlessness and indiscipline among the
children is the absence of moral and spiritual educa-
tion in schools and colleges and lack of inspiration
from their elders at home. It is spiritual education
which gives a person self-control and values like tol-
erance, patience, sobriety, humility and respect for the
elderly. It transforms him from a restless person to a
person with contentment, dedication and spirit of sac-
rifice. Hence, it is important to impart moral values
to our children during the formative years. Such  habits
were being cultivated since generations and were nur-
tured as culture and heritage, but somewhere it stopped
percolating down due to massive western cultural inva-
sion that happened during the last few years. What we
see today is a reflection of the alien culture that we have
been blindly following. It is not the value system that
our forefathers had been meticulously fostering. So,
let us go back to our roots, our immaculate founda-
tion and revive our “original Indian cultural heritage”
that got lost in the maze of so called modernisation.
Only then would we be able to create a new path of
change for the generations to follow.

�, �� ��
"�)%�2/�� "�2��(

-�����������
������������

�$���������������
����������$��!���
������������
��������
������������������B
���������������
���������
����������������������!"

#�������!����*������������F�������,��������
-�!�����!������������������������������������������
��������������������������$����������������������
���������������������"

L#�����������!��>��������������������$�*!�������
����������������������!����������������������������
�����������������������$���������������������������B
�����M���������!������������ ���������B������
-������������(������!�������*����"�L7������$
�������������������*�!������������������������������
�������������*����������!����������!����������������
������������*������������M������B�����������"

Seven-year-old Aryan Singh could
have met the same fate as his
cousin, who died seven years ago

because the nearest hospital was too
far.

When Aryan returned home from
school with a low-grade fever in
mid-September, his mother initially
dismissed it as seasonal, worrying only
when his temperature shot up
overnight. She hopped on her hus-
band’s motorbike with her son cling-
ing to her, riding through the rutted
roads of their village in India’s north-
ern state of Uttar Pradesh before
reaching a rural government health
care center at around 2 am.

Doctors hospitalised Aryan after
he was diagnosed with scrub typhus,
a bacterial infection spread by rats and
mites that accounts for nearly 40 per
cent of identif iable causes of
encephalitis — potentially fatal brain
swelling that is rare globally but
prevalent in parts of South Asia and
sub-Saharan Africa.

A vaccine for one strain of the dis-
ease, Japanese encephalitis, is avail-
able, but there is no guard against the
strains caused by bacteria. The sur-
vival rate is high if the disease is treat-
ed early. “The boy is on the path of
recovery,” said Dr KP Yadav, in charge
of primary health at the center. “The
credit goes to the parents who did not
wait till morning and brought the
child to the hospital.” His mother said
Aryan’s cousin wasn’t so lucky. He died
because the closest well-equipped
hospital was 85 kilometers (53 miles)
from their village.

Acute encephalitis syndrome,
including Japanese encephalitis, is
caused by several different viruses,
bacteria, fungi, parasites, spirochetes,
chemical and toxins. The outbreak of
Japanese encephalitis coincides with

the June-October monsoon season
and the post-monsoon period when
the density of mosquitoes increases.
It typically spreads from pigs to peo-
ple via mosquitoes, and is easily iden-
tified through testing. It infects many
people in childhood.

Years of recurring outbreaks and
high fatality rates among children in
some of India’s poorest regions have
revealed the cracks in the country’s
health care system. Between 2007 and
2016, almost 75,000 cases were report-
ed from 22 states and union territo-

ries in India, according to the National
Vector Borne Disease Control
Programme.

Nearly 25,000 children in India
have died from encephalitis since
1978. By contrast, there were about
7,300 children admitted to US hospi-
tals with encephalitis from 2004 to
2013, according to a 2016 study of a
national pediatric health database. Of
those, 230 children died. 

But things are changing in Uttar
Pradesh — India’s most populous
state, with millions of rural poor.
Encephalitis cases in have dropped
sharply because of a new network of
rural clinics, doctors and state govern-
ment officials. Uttar Pradesh’s eastern
portion experienced India’s worst
encephalitis outbreak in 2005, with
over 1,500 deaths reported at state-run
Baba Raghav Das Medical College in
Gorakhpur, 230 kilometers (143
miles) southeast of Lucknow, the
state capital.

But a massive immunisation and
cleanliness drive launched in 2017 in
the seven districts with the highest
caseloads is sharply bringing down the
fatality rate, said Yogi Adityanath, the
state’s top elected official. In the past,
the patients had to travel at least 100

kilometers (60 miles) to reach a well-
equipped government hospital, with
a large number of them dying on the
way. 

Small hospitals are now being set
up within a distance of 10 kilometers
(6 miles) from the most disease-
prone villages, said Dr Mahima Mittal,
head of the pediatrics department at
the public BRD Hospital.

Before taking over the state’s top
state position two years ago,
Adityanath, who is also a Hindu
monk of a revered temple in
Gorakhpur, represented the region in
India’s Parliament for 25 years. He
faced flak for not doing enough to
control the outbreak of the dreaded
disease.

When his Bharatiya Janata Party
won state elections in 2017, he rose to
power. Adityanath immediately
ordered the strengthening of health
services in seven encephalitis-endem-
ic districts. More than 100 encephali-
tis treatment centers and pediatrics
intensive care units were set up close
to villages. More than 1,00,000 doc-
tors and paramedics were given spe-
cial training to treat encephalitis
patients. Over four million children
were given vaccines against Japanese
encephalitis between January and
March this year. Last year, 3.5 million
children were vaccinated against the
disease, Adityanath said.

The state government claims a
steady decline in encephalitis fatalities
in the last two years. In 2017,
encephalitis took the lives of 748 peo-
ple. The death toll dropped to 278 in
2018. Up to August 31 of this year,
only 38 children had died of the dis-
ease. Dr RN Singh, who has battled
the disease in the state for the last 25
years, said there was no way to inde-
pendently verify the government’s
claims, but that a decline in encephali-
tis cases was visible. “Earlier, I used to
examine two to three encephalitis
cases in a week, but now one case
comes in a month or so,” he said.

His non government organisation
targeted Holiya,  a vi l lage in
Gorakhpur district, providing access
to toilets and safe drinking water, vac-
cinations, mosquito spraying and
mosquito nets. Garbage disposal has
been taken up by local elected bodies.
Tens of thousands of toilets have been
built in the region to stop people from
defecating in the open, according to state
officials. Dr. Shishir Roy, a pediatrician
in a rural dispensary, said besides mas-
sive immunisations, the state govern-
ment also launched a campaign called
Dastak, or Door-Knock, in the same
seven encephalitis-prone districts.

State government workers knock at
the doors of every village, educating res-
idents about the symptoms of encephali-
tis, the need for clean drinking water
and how to keep their living spaces free
from mosquitoes and other insects. “If
you ask me, it is the knock on the door
project which has knocked the
encephalitis out of this endemic region,”
Roy said.

D)�

Greta Thunberg, Sweden’s 16-
year-old climate-change

activist, joined fellow teenagers
from throughout California
telling a cheering crowd of hun-
dreds at a Los Angeles rally that
they can and will fight to save
their planet from global warming.

Thunberg, who has been
traveling across the United States
since delivering a passionate
speech in New York in September
that demanded world leaders do
more to combat global warming,
spoke at a rally organised by
Youth Climate Strike Los Angeles.

The group of young people
used the rally at California’s oil-
extraction industry to call for a
phaseout of wells and other
means of withdrawing petroleum
from California’s earth.

Before Thunberg spoke she
joined a crowd of about 1,000 in
marching from the lawn in front
of City Hall to Government
Gavin Newsom’s Los Angeles
office to demand that oil drilling
should be stopped.

“I will never understand how
they can put short-term interests
above our lives, future and above
the planet’s future,” Thunberg
said of businesses that produce
fossil fuels and other products that
contribute to global warming.

“But we young people have
had enough. We say no more.
And if our parents won’t speak up
for us, we will,” she added to thun-
derous applause from the crowd,
which, although it leaned toward
the young side, contained a cross-
section of ages.

She said that she believes
young people like herself are
becoming more prominent in the
climate-change movement
because, with almost their whole
lives ahead of them, they recog-
nise how great the danger is to
their generation.

“Many young people are
aware that they will be very
much impacted by what we are
doing now and that their future
will be destroyed,” she said. “We
know what is at stake in a way that
many older people maybe don’t.”

The rally’s lead organiser,
17-year-old college freshman
Kailynn Cruz, agreed. “I think it’s

fear,” she said when asked what
motivated her and other teenagers
to begin dedicating so much
time to fighting climate change.
“We thought we’re going to have
a future, but we found out it was
being taken from us.”

That realisation, she said,
got her to begin studying global

warming and led to her getting to
know like-minded youth like
Thunberg, who arrived in the US
from her native Sweden in an eco-
friendly sailboat earlier this year
and crossed the country by train
and electric car.

Thunberg said she’s been in
close touch with members of

Youth Climate Strike Los Angeles
during her trip across the coun-
try, adding that she was honoured
to be invited to speak. She has
taken a year off from her high
school studies to advocate for
ending global warming and plans
to travel to Spain in December to
attend another United Nations cli-
mate summit.

The diminutive teen is sur-
prisingly soft-spoken in person
but not afraid to raise her voice
to rally others to the cause, as she
died in September when she
eviscerated world leaders in a
passionate speech at the United
Nations in New York. There, she
accused them of taking away her
childhood and endangering her
future by making promises to
attack global warming and not
fulfilling them.

She returned to that theme
as she concluded her speech in
Los Angeles.

“The older generations are
failing us. They are failing future
generations, but future genera-
tions do not have a voice and the
biosphere does not have a voice,”
she said. “So, we will be the voice
that speaks up for them.

“Do you think they are lis-
tening to us?” she asked. “No,”
the crowd shouted loudly, to
which she replied equally loud-
ly, “Well, we will make them lis-
ten.”

The protest is part of an
effort to pressure the state to shut
down oil extraction, especially in
densely populated urban neigh-
borhoods like those dotting Los
Angeles and surrounding cities.

Eventually, organisers say,
they’d like to see California, one
of the nation’s largest oil-produc-
ing states, get out of the extrac-
tion business to reduce climate
change.
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In 1980s Tokyo, an enigmatic expat is suspected of

killing her friend, who's gone missing in the wake of their
love triangle with a local photographer. Starring Alicia
Vikander, Riley Keough and Naoki Kobayashi, the film
releases on November 15 on Netflix.
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Mehdi gets out of prison, planning to settle old scores. But

first, he must reconnect with his gang, now living in an idyllic
beach resort in Thailand. Starring Sami Bouajila, Tewfik Jallab
and Mélanie Doutey, the film releases on November 8 on Netflix.
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A snowstorm hits a small town on a cold Christmas Eve, affect-

ing the friendships, love lives and futures of several high school seniors.
Starring Isabela Moner, Shameik Moore and Kiernan Shipka, the film
releases on November 8 on Netflix.
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Nerve-wracking,” was Neil Nitin
Mukesh’s exact feeling when he
produced his forthcoming film

Bypass Road. And for the first time, he has
donned several other hats too — that of an
actor, screenplay writer and playback
singer. He says, “Creativity shouldn’t have
any boundaries. This is what I was taught
since childhood. As I come from an artist
family, it’s very important for me to keep
my forefathers name flying high. The con-
stant effort to push the envelope from my
end proves my overambitious nature.”

The drama-thriller revolves around a
young successful fashion prodigy, Vikram
(played by Neil), who is the prime suspect
in a murder. Slowly and gradually the plot
gets intense as a sudden turn of events
makes the protagonist a victim of an acci-
dent.

Thriller is such a broad genre that there
are many aspects to it which can be further
divided into sub-genres such as psycholog-
ical thriller, horror thriller, crime thriller,
revenge thriller and many others. The sub-
category of horror genre is home invasion,
which Neil feels is unexplored in our coun-
try. It has a story whose thematic and plot
elements deal with the forceful entry of one
or more individuals into an occupied
space. He says, “We have home invasions
as one of the prime spots. When I realised
that there’s a major dearth of home inva-
sions in India, I started writing one.”

He recalls an incident that lead to the
ideation of the film. “Four years ago while
I was travelling back from Dubai, I read in
the paper that OTT platform would come
to India. I knew the moment they come,
they are going to dominate the market big
time. Before that it was important  to edu-
cate our audience about the genres. So, I
decided to make a home invasion film
because the content needed to be developed
soon to give the audience the best of both
the worlds — digital and cinema.

The genre is popular in the West
because people there are aware about its
nuances. But in India it’s not easy to bring
a novelty like this because the audience
needs to be educated about it first. “The
audience in the West don’t need a story or
back story to understand the film, they
understand it naturally. But here I knew if
I left the plot the way it is, many questions
would be thrown at me. For example, who
is the man behind the mask? or why does
he want to kill the protagonist? (scenes in
the trailer). When these questions popped
up in my mind I thought it’s important to
address them and develop a sub plot that
leads to home invasion. So, the first half
explains each character and develops it
gradually so that it helps the audience under-
stand the plot in a better way. Each charac-
ter has been given great amount of impor-
tance,” he adds. The film is an amalgamation
of the murder mystery and the home inva-
sion territory which blends in smoothly. 

The film’s song So Gaya Yeh Jahaan is
very special for the actor as it was initially
sung by his father Nitin Mukesh in the 1989
classic Tezab. Neil says, “Recreating this song
is a big honour for me. I couldn’t have asked
for more. This is the smallest touch from my
end to give back to my family.”

Talking about the genre the actor says
that he hasn’t seen a good murder mystery
after Badla. But he adds on that even that was
a remake and questions, “What about an orig-
inal idea?” He then talks about his film say-

ing it is original and will keep the audience
constantly on the edge guessing who is play-
ing what? 

There are many films which are quite
predictable from the trailer. But that is not
the case with this one. Here it seems as if the
story is running multi dimensionally. It is
hard to connect the dots. Is it a conscious
move? “There’s so much happening simul-
taneously the audience will stay hooked. You
cannot say it was planned but yes, we were
prepared for it. In our screenplay we have
consciously and seamlessly made an effort to
make sure that the audience gets back on
track if they feel deviated. Though, I don’t
intend to spoon feed them,” says he. He adds
that he wants the audience to understand the
protagonist and see the film from his perspec-
tive.  

The actor feels that one should always
make the film from the audience point of
view and not have an individualistic
approach. Neil says, “I question myself first.
‘Would I want to see a film like this?’” As a
maker he feels its his derogative to give the
audience their money’s worth. 

Talking about the challenges as a writer
Neil says, “Writing the script in a controlled
budget was tough. While writing I can have
great visual sense and can write the sequences
seamlessly. But being realistic to my budget
was difficult. As an actor I can be selfish and
ask for 25 safaris in a scene. But when you
are a producer you know what you can afford
and what you can’t.”

The script was initially written in a way
that the scenes would look glorified on the
screen but when Neil actually had to act, it
was very difficult. He recalls a bath tub
sequence where he was suspended on a har-
ness and taken to bath. The scene shows that
the harness falls into water and Neil starts
drowning. “It was scary. Imagine yourself
being submerged upside down into water and
there you have to perform with your hands
tied up with chain. Talking about it is scar-
ing me again. It was more scary because my
crew wouldn’t know that whether I am act-
ing or I am actually in danger. That was a big
fear point,” he says.

The protagonist, Vikram has many
shades of human elements. He is initially a
fashion prodigy in a glamorous world but his

life changes after he is injured in an accident
and is completely restricted to a wheel chair.
This helplessness was challenging and made
the actor bite the character strongly. “It is a
subtly nuanced film. It is not unnecessarily
melodramatic but instead tries to evoke some
emotions naturally,” says he.

There’s a dialogue in the film, “Zindagi
aur raaste kis mod pe badal jaaye kisi ko nhi
pta.” (No one knows when life or its path
change). The actor says that it is so ironic that
the moment you start taking yourself too seri-
ously, life has a way of getting you back on
track. Same happens with Vikram. His life
changed very unexpectedly after he met with
an accident.

As more actors turn producers, Neil says,
“It’s superb. Most of the actors are doing it
because they are confident about their craft.
How long will you wait for somebody else to
trust you with something that you know you
can trust yourself with? How long will I wait
for that perfect script and role to come my
way? And especially when I know that I have
the acting skills in me.” 

He recalls how his debut film, Johnny
Gaddar, shocked the audience but worked.
But then it began to be repeated thematical-
ly. So Neil wants to be a clutter-breaker rather
than become a stereotype. For Neil, filmmak-
ing is slightly larger than life. He loves the fact
cinema has got that power to teleport the
audience into the world it wants to. Citing
the example of Steven Spielberg, he wonders
how he made us believe in both Jurassic Park
and ET: The Extra-Terrestrial.

This quest for breaking moulds has
meant that Neil has made a mark with char-
acter roles too. “I am not one of those who
always wants to be the lead. If the role is
important, be it of a driver in the film, I’ll do
it. The only thing that matters is that he
should be important in the story. If he is then
it doesn’t matters if it’s an ensemble film or
the character is grey or he is the protagonist.
In Prem Ratan Dhan Payo, Salman (Khan)
was the lead but it doesn’t mean that mine
or any other actors’ character was not essen-
tial to the storytelling. Also, now the audi-
ence is accepting and equally giving impor-
tance to diverse characters of the film,” says
Neil.

(The film releases on November 8).

People of Delhi-NCR have become
accustomed to deteriorating air

quality and prone to various respirato-
ry and heart diseases over the last 10
years. While there are ways to curb the
severe effects of pollution on your
body like staying indoors, using air
purifiers, limiting exercises in the open
and wearing pollution masks, people are
hardly aware of the benefits that come
with it, especially the last. Wearing anti-
pollution masks might bring a little bit
of reassurance but how does it decrease
exposure and protect you? And what
quality should one look for in a mask? 

As per experts, a three-layered sur-
gical mask or an N95 mask is usually
suggested to patients with breathing
issues. The label stands for the mask
ability to filter out at least 95 per cent
of the airborne particles, which are larg-
er than 0.3 microns. However, sensitive
persons should consider using the N99
version of those masks, which stands for

filtering more the 99 per cent of air-
borne particles. Among other things are
nasal filters, which are useful for peo-
ple who are at high risk or going to areas
where pollution level is very high.

Various companies, working to
ensure a pollution-free lifestyle, are pro-
ducing anti-pollution products like
masks, which can be looked at and com-
pared for their different qualities and
benefits.

The Prana air mask has an N95 fil-
ter and a fan inside that maintains the
airflow, allowing one to breathe effort-
lessly. It features six-layer air purifica-
tion that includes two layers of activat-
ed carbon to prevent harmful gases, a

layer of pre-white filter to stop all par-
ticles larger than 0.10 microns, and two
layers of HEPA to stop all PM 2.5 and
PM 1 particles larger than 0.3 microns.
Its purification efficiency is 99.95 per

cent. It has a rechargeable battery that
lasts over five hours.

Another one that has been rated one
of the most used is the Atlanta
Healthcare Cambridge N99 air pollution
mask. Well, this one adds to fashion too
with its designed cover. The mask
comes in three different models — one,
no valve; two, 1 valve; and three, two
valves. You can get any but having two
valves is good for running and work. It
comes with an adjustable nose clip for
a perfect fit. It also offers various
designs to choose from. The mask can
be used for 250 to 300 breathing hours.
So, you can use it for months.

Vogmask Masks N99 are another
designer masks that filters 99 per cent
of airborne particles of 0.3 microns and
layers, carbon filter and exhales valve.
The Vogmask 8-bit single valve masks
are available at Nirvana Being. One such
is also Repeller N99, which comes
with an N99 carbon filter that eliminates

up to PM 2.5 particles. It has adjustable
straps and is washable. If you use it for
12 hours a day, it can last for around two
months.

Keeping the importance of exercise
and sports in mind, there are idMask
masks by Nirvana Being as well, which
can be used while running or any out-
door sport activity. They are made for
the physically active community in a
way that they are comfortable even
while engaging in a tiresome exercise.

Even though these masks might
come to our rescue, their proper usage
is important to make them fully help-
ful. Else, the mask is of no use. Fitting
it tight might cause discomfort. And to
be really efficient, the masks should be
used and worn properly to ensure a
good ‘fit’ with the face. But they are cer-
tainly important. Even  Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal distributed
around 50 lakh anti-pollution masks to
school-goers recently.
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Matthijs de Ligt made
sure Juventus kept
hold of top spot in

Serie A after his first goal for
the club saw off local rivals
Torino, leaving Inter Milan in
second despite Romelu
Lukaku taking his league tally
to nine with a brace in a 2-1
win at Bologna.

Inter had briefly led in
Italy after Lukaku slotted
home a 92nd-minute penalty
to snatch the three points at
Bologna on Saturday, but Juve
retook first place thanks to De
Ligt, who smashed home the
ony goal of the game in Turin
with 20 minutes remaining.

Maurizio Sarri’s side stay
a point ahead of Inter thanks
to a hard-fought derby win
that saw both sides exchange
blows in a bruising contest.

“I am really happy, of
course. It was a really impor-
tant game, as Inter won also.
We won 1-0 and it was my

goal, so really special,” De
Ligt told DAZN.

De Ligt has had a shaky
start to life in Italy and could
well have given away an early
penalty when he touched the
ball with his arm early in the
first half, but was let off by ref-
eree Daniele Doveri and the
VAR officials.

However the Netherlands
international, who had already
been denied by a superb
Salvatore Sirigu stop just
before the break, came up
trumps in the 70th minute
when he met substitute
Gonzalo Higuain's pull back
just after the Argentine had
forced a corner with a sizzling
volley.

“Obviously, when you
come to a new club, it’s always
going to be hard. It’s going
well, the guys made me feel
welcome and I think I’m
improving every game,” added
De Ligt.

The win maintains Juve’s
unbeaten start to the season

and keeps them on course for
a ninth straight league title,
while Inter have to content
themselves with second
despite Lukaku’s match-win-
ning display.

The Belgian became the
first player since Ronaldo in
1997/98 to score at least nine
goals in his first 11 Serie A
matches as an Inter player after

a 75th-minute tap-in which
cancelled out Roberto
Soriano’s deflected opener and
a stoppage time spot-kick win-
ner.

“I’m pleased to have had
such a good start, but I am 26
years old and I need to grow
every day, along with the
whole team,” Lukaku told Sky
Sport.

��������������3����
Inter have been tipped as

the principal challengers for
Juve's Serie A title but had to
be saved from a lacklustre
display by their star summer
signing, who arrived from
Manchester United for 65 mil-
lion euros (USD 73 million).

His form will be a big
boost going into Tuesday’s
huge trip to Borussia
Dortmund, which could make
or break their Champions
League campaign with both
sides level on four points
behind Group F leaders
Barcelona.

Inter are also six points
ahead of Roma, who moved
third in Serie A on Saturday
after their 2-1 win over wob-
bling Napoli.

Rising star Nicolo Zaniolo
opened the scoring midway
through the first half with his
fourth goal in as many games
in all competitions before
Jordan Veretout sealed the
points from the penalty spot

10 minutes after the break and
stretched Roma's unbeaten
league run to six games.

“I’m very pleased with
my current form, I hope to
continue like this and to score
many more goals,” Zaniolo
told Sky Sport.

Arkadiusz Milik’s fifth
goal in four games closed the
gap for Napoli, but the defeat
sees them drop down to sev-
enth, level on 18 points with
Lazio and Cagliari and 11
behind Juve after winning
just one of their last five in
Serie A.

Paulo Fonseca's Roma
meanwhile are on a fine recent
run despite an injury crisis
that kept a host of first team
starters out of action over the
last few weeks.

They are set to have fur-
ther selection problems next
week after Mert Cetin, who
replaced suspended Federico
Fazio, was sent off for two
bookable offences deep in
stoppage time. 
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Frank Lampard said “sloppy”
Chelsea need to be more

clinical after they survived a
tense finish to climb to third
place in the Premier League with
a 2-1 victory at lowly Watford.

Lampard’s side bounced
back from their midweek
League Cup defeat against
Manchester United to make it
five successive league wins on
Saturday.

The Blues have won eight of
their past nine matches in all
competitions as Lampard con-
tinues to make a good impres-
sion in his first season in charge.

His decision to go with
unproven youngsters like
Tammy Abraham, who opened
the scoring, has been a shrewd
move, while Christian Pulisic,
scorer of the second, is justify-
ing his hefty price tag after start-
ing the season on the bench.

Gerard Deulofeu’s late VAR-
awarded penalty came too late
to stop Chelsea recording a sev-
enth successive away win in all
competitions.

They are just two points
behind second-placed
Manchester City despite being
unable to sign players in the
summer due to a transfer ban.

But with a trip to City
looming and Champions League
ties against Ajax and Valencia on
the schedule, November will
provide much sterner tests of
Chelsea’s progress than this
stroll in the autumn chill at
Vicarage Road.

“We played really well, our
midfield was outstanding, but
we just cannot have that sloppy
bit near the end,” Lampard said.

“It was a terrible 10 minutes
considering how the game had
gone. We need to be more clin-
ical, we got a bit sloppy.

“We rely on our goalkeep-
er for those moments at the end
of the game and he did what we
needed him to do.”

Despite his frustration at
Chelsea’s nervous finish,
Lampard praised their impres-
sive start.

“I’m happy with how the
players are playing. It’s great to
watch,” he said.

Watford could have lost by
a much bigger margin and they
remain bottom of the table,
without a win in the league this
season.

Chelsea made a blistering
start that reaped an immediate
reward when Abraham acceler-
ated on Jorginho’s sublime pin-
point pass and lifted a cool fin-
ish over Ben Foster.

It was Abraham’s 10th goal
of his breakthrough campaign
ending a five-game goal drought
for the young England striker,
who has scored seven goals in
away games this season.

Just as significantly,
Jorginho’s role in the goal indi-
cated the Italy midfielder's
improved form in his second
season with Chelsea.
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Only Foster stopped
Chelsea’s dominant display
yielding more goals.

Foster kept out Abraham
with a fine save, then from
Willian's corner,  Pulisic
looped a header that forced an
even better stop by the
Watford keeper.

Having won their previ-
ous six games on the road in
all competitions, Chelsea were
in confident mood and Mason
Mount was inches away from
their second goal when his
long-range blast was pushed
onto the bar by Foster’s fine
save.

Chelsea had lost just one
of their last 58 league games
when leading at half-time, at
Wolves in December 2018.

Foster was all that stood
between the Blues and anoth-
er away-day success as the 36-
year-old denied Mount with
another superb stop early in
the second half.

Pulisic had scored a hat-
trick in last weekend’s win at
Burnley and the United States
winger was back on the score-
sheet to put the result beyond
doubt in the 55th minute.

Abraham was the provider
with a low cross and Pulisic
evaded Watford's dozing
defence to tap in from close
range.
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The Indian women’s team suf-
fered a 0-3 defeat against hosts

Vietnam in the first of the two
FIFA international friendly match-
es in Hanoi, Vietnam on Sunday.

Thi Nhung (8th minute), Thi
Van (82nd) and Thi Thuy Hang
(89th) scored a goal apiece for the

hosts to secure the comfortable
win.

Aditi Chauhan pulled off a
terrific save in the 12th minute to
deny Vietnam from doubling the
lead.

At the stroke of the half-hour
mark, Bala Devi unleashed a
superb shot from centre only to
see it missing the target by a

whisker.
Coach Maymol Rocky

opted to make an early substi-
tution in the form of Daya, who
replaced Sumitra in the 32nd
minute.

Aditi was unarguably at the
top of her game, as she kept India
in the fight till the 80th minute,
before Vietnam rammed back-

to-back goals to seal the tie.
After the changeover, Thi

Van tucked in the hosts’ second
goal before Hang converted
from a corner-kick with a minute
of regulation time left on the
clock.

The two sides will face-off
once again in their second
friendly on Wednesday. 
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World number one
Ashleigh Barty spectacu-

larly ended her jinx against
defending champion Elina
Svitolina to win the WTA
Finals on Sunday and scoop the
richest prize in tennis history.

Barty, who had never beat-
en Svitolina in five previous
attempts, won 6-4, 6-3 in one
hour and 26 minutes at the
Shenzhen Bay Sports Centre.

The Australian claimed a
record-setting US$4.42 mil-
lion paycheque —the largest
sum ever awarded in men's and
women's tennis.

Barty's only loss was to late
replacement Kiki Bertens and
she became the fifth debutant

to win the lucrative round-
robin tournament.

“It’s been the most incred-
ible year for me,” Barty said
after the match.

Svitolina has not won a tro-
phy since claiming the WTA
Finals in Singapore last year,
which remains the biggest title
of her career. She had lost just
one set before the final to be on
track to claim a maximum
prize of $4.725 million before
falling short in the decider.

The Ukrainian had taken a
liking to the slow indoor hard
court, which has been criticised
by other players, with her
methodical counterpunching
overwhelming opponents —
but she was thwarted by an
irresistible Barty.

“It definitely was a great
week for me,” Svitolina said.

“(Barty) had a great tour-
nament and an amazing year.”

Both players, who served
strongly in Shenzhen, comfort-

ably held service until Barty
faced trouble in the ninth
game, but she saved a break
point and dug deep when it
mattered most to fend off
Svitolina’s relentless defensive

prowess.
An increasingly confident

Barty then attacked Svitolina's
serve in the 10th game and
claimed the set with a sizzling
forehand winner.

The Ukrainian hit back
early in the second set and was
gifted a break in the third
game through a Barty double
fault but could not consolidate
on serve.

Svitolina’s title defence
appeared in tatters when she
double faulted to lose serve in
the sixth game but courageous-
ly broke back.

The see-saw continued

when Barty captured another
break in a gruelling eighth
game before serving it out to
cap off a momentous season,
which also includes a French
Open crown and the year-end
number one ranking.

Barty’s season is set to
continue when she spearheads
Australia's Fed Cup title hopes
against France in the final on
November 9-10.

It was the first WTA Finals
played in Shenzhen after a
five-year run in Singapore and
the competition will be based
in the southern Chinese city
until 2028.

The event's move to China
was highlighted by an eye-
watering total prize pool of $14
million. 
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Lewis Hamilton’s hopes of
clinching his sixth drivers’

world championship with a styl-
ish American triumph were
rocked when his Mercedes
team-mate Valtteri Bottas
grabbed a surprise pole position
at the United States Grand Prix.

Bottas, the only man who
can delay Hamilton’s celebra-
tions, kept alive his own faint
and unlikely statistical hopes, by
producing a stunning lap that
broke Hamilton's qualifying
record at the Circuit of the
Americas set last year.

“I’m really happy about that
— it was a nice lap,” said Bottas
on Saturday.

“To get those kind of laps on
a track like this is a good feeling.

“On my last lap, I was los-
ing grip overall so I am glad
nobody improved in the end on
the second runs.”

The Finn, who has to win
the race and hope Hamilton fin-
ishes outside the top eight to
keep the championship alive,
clocked a best lap in one minute
and 32.029 seconds to outpace
second-placed Sebastian Vettel
of Ferrari by 0.012 seconds.

Max Verstappen was third
for Red Bull ahead of Charles
Leclerc in the second Ferrari and
Hamilton, who was fifth.

It was the champion-elect’s
equal-worst qualifying on
American soil, but he accepted
he had nobody to blame but
himself for failing to produce a
complete lap at his best.

“nothing to do with the
car. I just didn't manage to put
the laps together today and the
car clearly had the capability to
be on the front row,” he said.

“It was just me, not the car,
but I can still do it tomorrow. It
was my fault and I will do all I
can to rectify it tomorrow.
Honestly, I am not thinking
about it now - I’m just trying to
digest what's happened and to
reflect on it.”

Another world title for
Hamilton on Sunday would
break the tie of five he current-
ly holds with Juan Manuel
Fangio and put him just one
back from the all-time record of
seven held by Michael
Schumacher.

For Bottas, it was a first pole
in the United States, his fifth this
season and the 11th of his
career, his best lap on his first
run in Q3 remaining fast enough
to put him on the prime start-
ing spot.

Hamilton, who has strug-
gled to find a perfect set-up in
Texas, is now without a pole
since the German Grand Prix in
July.
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Spain’s Maverick Vinales stormed to
a dominant victory in the Malaysian

MotoGP Sunday as world champion
Marc Marquez fought his way from
near the back of the starting grid to fin-
ish second.

Ducati rider Andrea Dovizioso
came in third but there was disappoint-
ment for French rookie Fabio
Quartararo, who only managed a lack-
lustre seventh-place after starting from
pole.

Vinales’ second win of the season
was a major boost following last week’s

Australian MotoGP, where
he crashed out after leading for much
of the race — and compatriot Marquez
went on to win.

The Monster Energy Yamaha rider
said the victory felt “amazing” after his
disappointing performance in Phillip
Island.

“In Phillip Island, I felt like I had
the victory in my hands but I made a
mistake and I crashed,” he told reporters
at the Sepang circuit following the
penultimate race of the season.

“Here all weekend I’ve been very
consistent. I knew if I got first place I
had a chance to push, push and push.”
The 24-year-old surged into an early
lead at Sepang after starting second on
the grid and never looked threatened.

By the halfway mark, he had
opened up a two second lead over sec-
ond-placed Marquez, and was over
three seconds ahead of him when he
crossed the finish line.

Fighting from the back 
Marquez’s performance was even

more astonishing, however, after he
started 11th on the grid following a ter-
rifying crash in qualifying that saw him
thrown from his bike.

Within a few laps the Repsol
Honda rider, who was crowned world
champion for the sixth time last month,
had smashed his way through the pack
and was trying to chase down Vinales.

While he did not manage to catch
his compatriot, Marquez nevertheless
opened up a sizeable gap with the rest
of the field and cruised to a comfort-
able second place.

The 26-year-old said the first lap,
which catapulted him to the front, was

"incredible" and congratulated his team
for the good result.

“We started from 11th, and we can-
not forget that here normally we strug-
gle a lot,”he said.

As well as the rider’s title, Marquez
has helped secure the constructor's
championship for Honda this season.

And on Sunday, he added anoth-

er record to his list — the most points
scored in a season in motorcycling’s pre-
mier class.

He has now racked up 395, high-
er than the previous record of 383 held
by three-time world champion Jorge
Lorenzo.

There was a tough fight for third
place between Italy’s Dovizioso, who

won at Sepang in 2016 and 2017, and
nine-time world champion Valentino
Rossi.

Rossi managed to push past
Dovizioso on several occasions, only for
the Ducati rider to snatch the lead back
and finish just ahead of his compatri-
ot.

Quartararo had dominated all
weekend going into the MotoGP, top-
ping the timesheets in practice and
smashing the Sepang lap record, before
seizing his fifth pole position of the sea-
son.

The 20-year-old Petronas Yamaha
rider had been aiming for his maiden
MotoGP victory — but in the event, he
was no match for his more experienced
rivals and fell to the back right at the
start.

The MotoGP in tropical Malaysia
has often been disrupted by torrential
downpours in previous years but the
rain stayed away this year for the whole
weekend.

In the Moto2 class, Alex Marquez
— Marc’s younger brother — was
crowned world champion after finish-
ing second in his race Sunday. 
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Endeavouring to accomplish
an “unfinished” task at the

Tokyo Olympics, Indian men’s
hockey team coach Graham
Reid wants strikers with incred-
ible finishing skills and a strong-
ly fortified defence.

The Australian oversaw
India’s entry into next year’s
quadrennial extravaganza with
victories over Russia in FIH’s
Qualifiers.

Reid was part of the team
that won silver at the 1992
Barcelona Olympics but, as a
coach, he had a disastrous cam-
paign at the 2016 Rio Games, as
the Kookaburras crashed out in
the quarterfinals.

“Obviously, I have an unfin-
ished business. You always
dream of an Olympics podium
finish. I was lucky to win one as
a player and those memories are
things you hold on to,” said Reid
after India confirmed their
place at the Tokyo Games on
Saturday.

Eight-time champions India
qualified after thrashing Russia
7-1 in the second game to win
the double-leg FIH Olympic
Qualifiers 11-3 on aggregate at
the Kalinga Stadium here.

“That’s what we need to

bring to this team and give it a
big shot (in Tokyo),” the 55-
year-old coach said.

“I told the players just now
that we have nine months
(before Olympics). Just get bet-
ter and better, that’s our plan.
Focus on the process, result will
take care of itself.”

Reid said his players will
look to polish their game in the
coming months.

“I think for me what we

need to get better in is finishing.
We are creating a lot of oppor-
tunities, which is great. But we
need to get more returns.

“Also in deep defence, we
have to get tighter. We are still
giving away too many oppor-
tunities (to opponents),” he
said.

After opting out of the
inaugural edition last year,
India will make their debut in
the FIH Pro League against the

Netherlands in January next
year.

After Netherlands, India
will host Belgium and Australia
in February before embarking
on overseas tours.

Reid believed playing
against top teams will be handy
for his side  in its preparation
for the Games.

“That’s one of the things
that Pro League does, that it
sets up competition schedule
between now and Olympics,”
he said.

"It’s great that we have a
squad of 33, which may have to
become 32. Pro League is a big
opportunity, to work out for
the Olympics and there are a
lot of games during that peri-
od.

“If all of them play all
those games, they will be in
their best shape to play at the
Olympics,” Reid added.

India captain Manpreet
Singh congratulated their female
counterparts, who too have
sealed an Olympic berth by
beating USA 6-5 on aggregate.

“It’s quite good that the
women too have qualified. They
did a lot of hard work and got
the goal in the final minutes
after being down 0-4. They
deserve it,” he said. 
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The safe hands of Colin de
Grandhomme proved cru-

cial as New Zealand drew level
with England 1-1 in their
Twenty20 international series in
Wellington on Sunday.

While de Grandhomme
was pouching all four skied balls
that went his way, England
were left to rue an uncomfort-
able day in the field with six
spilled chances including three
by James Vince.

New Zealand, who suffered
a seven-wicket loss in the first
match on Friday, were sent in to
bat first and made their most of
the errant fielding to post 176
for eight.

Martin Guptill at the top of
the innings clouted 41 off 28
deliveries, while Jimmy
Neesham belted 42 off 22,
including four sixes, before he
was removed on the final ball of
the innings.

De Grandhomme also
pushed the pace, facing only 12
balls for a whirlwind 28.

England in reply looked
comfortable at 91 for four in the
11th over before New Zealand
removed the remaining six
wickets to end the innings with

a ball to spare.
Mitchell Santner claimed

three for 25 while Tim Southee,
Lockie Ferguson and Ish Sodhi
took two wickets apiece.

England captain Eoin
Morgan said it was easy to
analyse the reasons for the loss,
and the issues were repairable.

“We dropped catches and
we continued to lose wickets,"
he said.

“We need to keep the
attacking positive mindset. I
think it’s important to make
mistakes, but I think the most
important part is to learn from
them.”

After England lost Johnny
Bairstow first ball, and Vince in
the second over, Morgan (32)
and Dawid Malan (39) set about
rebuilding the innings.

But when Morgan gave de
Grandhomme his first catch, the
wickets fell regularly with only
Chris Jordan (36 off 19) provid-
ing any solid resistance at the
lower part of the batting order.

Malan fell to an exception-
al diving catch by Guptill who
also accounted for the wicket of
Jordan in a polished New
Zealand fielding performance.
Game three in the series is in
Nelson on Tuesday. 
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Pakistan were saved by the rain Sunday
as persistent showers halted a rampant

Aaron Finch as Australia headed for victo-
ry in their opening Twenty20 internation-
al.

The visitors managed 107 for five in a
reduced 15 overs due to the weather at the
Sydney Cricket Ground, with Australia set
a target of 119 under the Duckworth-Lewis-
Stern (DLS) method.

With dark clouds looming, Finch plun-
dered 37 off the first 3.1 overs, leaving David
Warner, who scored 217 without losing his
wicket in his previous three innings, a mere
spectator at the other end. He finished
Sunday not out on two.

But the heavens opened again, with
Australia, fresh from a 3-0 whitewash of Sri
Lanka, stranded on 41 without loss when the
match was abandoned, with no result
declared. “It’s frustrating,” said the Australian
skipper. “But you can’t do too much about
the weather. We played really well. To restrict
them to 107 off 15 overs was a great effort
and then to be on track to get them was nice.”

A valid result would have been declared
if 11 more balls had been bowled under DLS,
but a 20-minute break between innings,
when it wasn't raining, prevented this from
happening.

“If you’re cutting overs off the game and
you still have a 20 minute break it doesn't
make much sense to me,” said Finch.

“But it’s part of the rules and you can’t
do much about it.”

Pakistan came into the series as the
world's leading team in the short format, but
were also reeling from an embarrassing 3-
0 home series loss to Sri Lanka last month.

They removed skipper Sarfaraz Ahmed
and dumped several other players in a bid
for a fresh start, with opener Babar Azam
handed the captain’s armband.
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The Indian women’s hockey team has
confirmed a place in the Tokyo

Olympics after surviving an extraordi-
nary fightback from the US in the sec-
ond leg of their Olympic qualifier at the
Kalinga stadium even as an elated skip-
per Rani Rampal on Sunday credited her
team members, coaches and support
staff for the achievement.

In their game against the US, the
opponents fought back from a 5-1
deficit in the first leg to level the score
5-5 in the first half. However, India put
up an improved performance in the sec-
ond half with skipper Rani Rampal scor-
ing what turned out to be the winning

goal in the 49th minute on Saturday.
Taking to Twitter, the India skipper

also said her team will give their best in
the preparations for the mega event in
Tokyo next year.

“With a collective effort of our team
members, coaches & support staff we
have qualified for Tokyo Olympics but
we will work hard for next 8 months to
perform our best in Tokyo 2020,” she
tweeted on Sunday.

The skipper also thanked the Union
Sports Minister and the national feder-
ation for showing faith in her team.

“Thanks to Hockey India, Kiren
Rijiju Sir, Sports Authority of India
(SAI), friends, family and fans for
believing in us,” she added.
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Mushfiqur Rahim singlehandedly fired
Bangladesh to their maiden T20 win

over India with an unbeaten 60, choking
the fancied hosts in the smog-hit series
opener here on Sunday.

As cricket took centre stage despite
severe pollution, Bangladesh negotiated the
pitch much better than India, who made
148 for six on a sticky surface.

The Indian batsmen appeared over-
cautious after being invited to bat as the
young brigade disappointed the 25,000
strong fans, who braved severe smog to
pack the Feroz Shah Kotla ground .

Chasing 149, Bangladesh overhauled
the target with three balls to spare to record
their first ever win against India in nine
meetings.

With Bangladesh needing 22 off the
last 12 balls, Rahim (60 not out off 43)
smashed four boundaries off as many balls
in the penultimate over bowled by Khaleel
Ahmed to tilt the game in his team’s favour.   

He and Soumya Sarkar (39 off 35
balls) added 60 runs for the third wicket
to steer Bangladesh closer to victory. The
second T20 will be played in Rajkot on
Thursday.

After Khaleel cleaned up Sarkar,
Rahim was dropped by Krunal Pandya off
Chahal when the batsman was on 38.

Bangladesh lost Liton Das (7) early but
debutant Mohammed Naim (26) and
experienced Sarkar added 46 runs for the
second wicket to keep India worried.

Leg-spinner Yuzvendra Chahal tested
the Bangladesh batsmen with his variations
but Naim and Sarkar played smartly,
keeping the scoreboard ticking.

Naim, considered Bangladesh’s future
star, went after Chahal but ended up giv-
ing an easy catch to Shikhar Dhawan at
long-on.     

The strategy of working the ball
around rather than playing aggressive
worked wonders for the visitors.

Rahim would have been back in the
pavilion had India taken review in the 10th
over. Chahal’s appeal for an lbw was turned
down and replays showed that he was out.

Sarkar swung his arm to produce a
massive six off Krunal Pandya as
Bangladesh began the push for the win. 

There were no demons in the wicket
though the odd ball was gripping the sur-
face. None of the Indian batsmen could
play a substantial knock after being put in
to bat.

At the top, after skipper Rohit Sharma’s
early dismissal, Shikhar Dhawan scored at
a slow pace, managing just 41 off 42 balls.

Dhawan, who has been struggling to
find his touch since his comeback, was top-
the scorer for India but he consumed seven
overs before running himself out and it
affected team’s scoring rate.

Being the senior most player in the
middle after Rohit’s dismissal, he needed

to stay long at the wicket but took too
many balls to score his runs.  

Much was expected from India’s young
brigade but save Shreyas Iyer, none took
the attack by the scruff of its neck.

Iyer played an entertaining 13-ball
22–run knock, giving the innings a much
needed move on.

Shivam Dube’s much-awaited debut
ended with just one run while Rishabh
Pant managed 27 off 26 balls.

Had it not been for some gritty stroke-
making by Washington Sundar (14 off 5
balls) and Krunal Pandya (15 off 8 balls),
India would not have got close to the 150-
run mark. Pacer Shafiul Islam (2/36) and
spinner Aminul Isam (2/22) shared four
wickets between them.

India skipper Rohit, playing his 99th
T20I, began by glancing the first delivery

from Shafiul to the boundary ropes and
also cover drove the paceman for anoth-

er four as the hosts made a flying start.
However, Islam cut short Rohit’s stay

by trapping him before the wicket on the
fifth ball.
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It was a contrasting thinking in
Afghanistan and West Indian camps

on the eve of a warm-up match
between the two teams before the start
of their full series, comprising 3 ODIs,
3 T20s and one-off Test, at Bharat
Ratna Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ekana
International Stadium.

While young Afghan skipper
Rashid Khan claimed to have an edge
over Caribbeans on Ekana pitch, West
Indian skipper Kieron Pollard saw it
as ‘Even-Stevens’.

While talking to the mediapersons,
Rashid said: “Our spin attack gives us
the edge on this wicket but we have to
bowl on well and in right areas.”

Rashid further added that big
tournaments like Asia Cup and T20
World Cup is coming and they want
to play with big teams in order to
improve fast.

“It’s good to play against big sides
as it gives you much-needed experi-
ence, required to identify the areas of
improvement.”

On the impact of new coach
Lance Klusenar in the team, the cham-
pion spinner said that his experience
will help the side to mature immensly.

Meanwhile, Lance Klusenar, who
joined the Afghan team four days back,
said that the Afghanistan team is a tal-
ent bunch of the players and he just

have to work on the mindset of the
players.

“Whatever Afghanistan players
learn they learn it at international level,
unlike India, who have the best infra-
structure in the world and have a large
pool of players, who are ready for the
international jon from day one,” he
added.

For Kieron Pollard, series is a bat-
tle of equals and whoever played

smart cricket will excel. He said that
they have plans for Afghanistan spin
trio of Rashid Khan, Nabi and Mujib
Zadran. “You will know about them as
the series progresses.” 

Meanwhile, West Indian coach
Phil Simmons said that Caribbeans
were looking this series to test the new
players and  looking for new combi-
nations before ICC T20 World Cup in
Australia next year.
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Pawan Batham played a draw with

Kuldeep Srivastava in the last round to win
the Precision Inaugural Chess Tournament
on Sunday. Kuldeep settled for second
place while Puneet Gurnani finished
third. Sanwi Agarwal and Shreyansh
Krishna emerged victorious in the U-12
and U-16 categories. Earlier, Prabhat
Adhoulia inaugurated the championship.
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Lucknow District Chess Sports

Association is organising the 30th Shivani
Cup Children’s Day Chess Championship
at Shivani Public School on November 10.
Interested may send in their entries on
shivanichessacademy@gmail.com or on
9956039142.
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The Central Board of Secondary

Education COE, Allahabad organised the
‘Khelo India Fitness Assessment TOT
Programme’ at Lucknow Public Collegiate
on Sunday. The workshop was attended by
183 PET from over 95 CBSE schools.  
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