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The All-India Muslim
Personal Law Board (AIM-

PLB) in a unanimous decision
on Sunday decided to file a
review petition against the
Supreme Court’s November 9
verdict on the Ram
Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid
title suit.

“We are not indulging in
politics by deciding to file the
review petition against the SC
judgment. It’s our constitu-
tional right under Article 25 of
the Constitution,” AIMPLB
secretary Zafaryab Jilani assert-
ed while addressing a Press
conference here on Sunday.

“The Board has also cate-
gorically refused to take five-
acre land in Ayodhya in lieu of
the mosque it is against Shariat
law.  The Board is of the view
that there cannot be any alter-
native to the mosque,” he said.

Out of the total 51 mem-
bers of the AIMPLB executive
committee, 35-40 members
attended the meeting and out
of the five original plaintiffs in
the case, three have given their
written consent for filing the
review petition, Jilani said.

He said the review petition
would be filed in the SC with-
in the 30 days’ limit after the
judgment. Jilani admitted that
the Uttar Pradesh Sunni
Central Waqf Board was also
invited to the meeting but its
representatives did not turn up.

The Sunni Waqf Board on
November 9 had announced
that it would neither file a

review nor curative petition
against the apex court judg-
ment. The Sunni Waqf Board
is scheduled to meet here on
November 26 to decide
whether to accept the five acre
given for the mosque.

Jilani alleged that Iqbal
Ansari, another original plain-
tiff in the Ram Janmabhoomi-
Babri Masjid title suit, was
being pressurised by the
Ayodhya district administra-
tion not to give his consent for
the review petition.

“There were two issues
before the AIMPLB executive,
one, whether to file review
petition and, two, whether to
accept the five acre for the
mosque ordered by the SC. The
executive unanimously decid-
ed to file a review petition,” said
Jilani, adding that the executive,
after analysing the judgment. 

“We had not approached
the SC for alternative land for
the Babri Masjid but to fight for
our ownership of the title of the
disputed 2.77 acre at Ayodhya,”
said Jilani. The executive felt
that there are several contra-
dictions in the court order
and there are several points
which are beyond comprehen-
sion and prima facie appear to
be inappropriate, he said.

The AIMPLB has drawn
ten major conclusions from the
SC judgment and listed three
points on which it concluded
the verdict to be adverse. First,
the SC accepted that the plac-
ing of the idols of Lord Ram on
December 22/23 1949 was
unconstitutional hence how the

idols were recognised as deity by
the apex court when it is not
acceptable as per the Hindu law.
Second, the court accepted that
the Babri mosque was under the
possession of Muslims from
1857 to 1949 then how could
the disputed land be given to the
Hindu side representing the
Ram Lala Virajmaan.

Moreover, the AIMPLB
said, “While exercising extra-
ordinary powers under Article
142 of the Constitution and
awarding the 2.77 acre to the
temple side, the apex court did
not consider Section 104 A of
the Waqf Act, 1995 which
restricts the exchange or trans-
fer of the mosque land”.

Continued on Page 4

�����	�	������	� "87	28'9�

The Winter Session of
Parliament, beginning

Monday, is expected to witness
the ruling BJP going upfront on
the Ram Temple and Rafale
where it has earned an upper
hand via Supreme Court rul-
ings while the Congress, in a
rear guard action, may try to
put the Modi Government on
the mat on the sliding econo-
my, price rise, growing unem-
ployment and the alleged act of
“internationalising” Kashmir
issue as also detention of lead-
ers of Kashmir even after two
and half months following
abrogation of Article 370.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, meanwhile, on Sunday
assured at the all-party meet-
ing here before the com-
mencement of the Winter
Session that the Government is
ready to discuss all issues,
while the Opposition strongly
raised Lok Sabha MP Farooq
Abdullah’s detention and
demanded that he be allowed
to attend the House. 

However, there was no def-
inite response from the
Government, sources said.

At the Government-con-
vened meeting, the Opposition
also demanded that the issues
of economic slowdown, job

loss and farm distress must be
discussed during the Session,
Congress leader in the Lok
Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury said. In the meet-
ing attended by 27 parties,
Modi said most important job
of the House is to discuss and
debate, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi told
reporters. The PM also said the
forthcoming session should
also be as productive as the last
one, according to Joshi.

The month-long Session,
the second of the Modi-
Government since it took
guard for the second time, is
taking place after the BJP
retained power in Haryana by
forming a coalition
Government there and amid a
stalemate in Maharashtra,
where its oldest ally has part-
ed ways and joined hands with
the rival camp of the Congress

and the Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) to put itself in the
driver’s seat in the State.

The development in
Maharashtra is likely to provide
equal opportunity to both the
sides to strike at each other
depending on how the
Government formation exer-
cise culminates. The Shiv Sena
has already hit out at the BJP
alleging it had got the
President’s Rule imposed to
indulge in horse-trading. 

It has also countered the
‘opportunism’ barb for aligning
with its ideological opponents
Congress and NCP by show-
casing BJP’s own alliance with
the PDP. While the BJP too
hasn’t given up, it has, never-
theless, been taking the moral
high ground of taking a prin-
cipled stand by stepping aside
for want of adequate numbers.

Continued on Page 4
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Sri Lanka’s controversial
wartime defence secretary

Gotabaya Rajapaksa will lead
the country after ruling party
candidate Sajith Premadasa
conceded the hotly contested
presidential poll on Sunday,
marking the return of the pow-
erful Rajapaksa dynasty known
for its pro-China tilt, amidst
security challenges following
the Easter Sunday terror attacks
that killed 269 people.

Rajapaksa, 70, defeated
Premadasa, 52, by more than
13 lakh votes, according to the
official results. Rajapaksa, who
will succeed President
Maithripala Sirisena for a five-
year term, will be sworn in as
the seventh executive president
of Sri Lanka on Monday at the
ancient north central town of
Anuradhapura.

He will be the second
member from the Rajapaksa
family to become the president.
His older brother Mahinda
Rajapaksa was president from
2005 to 2015. Rajapaksa
secured 52.25 per cent votes
(6,924,255), while Premadasa
bagged 41.99 per cent
(5,564,239) of the total votes

polled, the election commission
said. Other candidates got 5.76
per cent votes. The overall
voter turnout at the election
was around 83.73 per cent,
Elections Commission
Chairman Mahinda
Deshapriya said.

Following his win,
Rajapaksa urged his supporters
to “rejoice peacefully”.

“As we usher in a new
journey for Sri Lanka, we must
remember that all Sri Lankans
are part of this journey. Let us
rejoice peacefully, with digni-
ty and discipline in the same
manner in which we cam-
paigned,” the retired lieutenant
colonel said in a tweet.

Detailed reports on P12
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Cooked food like uttapam
and sprouted dal paratha

can help tackle obesity in kids
while those suffering with mal-
nutrition or anemia should be
given calorie-rich food like
potato-stuffed paratha, paneer
kathi roll and sago cutlets. 

These are some of the
affordable freshly prepared
foods, costing as low as �20,
that the UNICEF has suggest-
ed for Indian kids, reeling
under the twin health issues,
through its 28-page booklet.

The book is based on the
findings of the Comprehensive
National Nutrition Survey
2016-18 which found that 35
per cent of children under five
are stunted, 17 per cent are
wasted and 33 per cent are
underweight. Apart from calo-
rie count, the book gives
detailed break up of protein,

carbohydrate, fat, total fibre,
iron, vitamin C and calcium
content of the recipe. 

UNICEF chief Henrietta H
Fore said the booklet aims to
tell people what is nutritious
and in what amount. She said
there are two stages in a per-
son’s life when nutrition is
extremely important. “The first
is in the first 1,000 days of a

child and for that we need to
reach young mothers and sec-
ond is when you are in adoles-
cence and for that we need to
go into schools,” Fore said.

“The first one would
require healthcare workers at
hospitals. It is at that time you
can teach a young mother
about nutrition and the second
one is at adolescence when it

can be communicated through
teachers, knowledge of nutri-
tious food needs to be brought
into schools and made part of
the curriculum,” the UNICEF
executive director said.

She said these types of
brochures aim to remind what
one should have in a packed

lunch for a child. “If every par-
ent also has that knowledge
then we will all be better in
terms of what we know about
nutrition and how we actually
feed ourselves,” she said.

Fore further said the book
needs to be brought into
schools and made part of the
curriculum. “So that there is
good nutrition and I think

national nutrition plans will
incorporate this but we at
UNICEF will be by their side
and working with them on a
good communication plan,”
she said.

The book also talks about
eating disorders like anorexia
— voluntary self-starvation
resulting in emaciation — and
bulimia-recurrent episodes of

binge eating followed by some
kind of compensatory behav-
iour to prevent weight gain.

As per the Government
survey, anaemia affects 40 per
cent of adolescent girls and 18
per cent of adolescent boys.
The report also found that
overweight and obesity increas-
ingly begins in childhood with
a growing threat of non-com-
municable diseases like dia-
betes (10 per cent) in school-
aged children and adolescents.

To reduce malnutrition
among children, the Modi
Government has launched flag-
ship Poshan Abhiyan or the
National Nutrition Mission. It
aims for a 25 per cent fall in the
prevalence of child stunting
and a three-percentage-point
annual decline in the preva-
lence of anaemia among
women and children under
the age of five years of age by
2022.

�������	

�	���������
��
��
���������	�
�������
�����
����	���	�������������
����	
���
�
������	��

�	���������	��	���
�� ��!�	���
�!�������
����
���
		���	����	�
������������������	�����
�������������� 
���!"#�
$��������
��%�����&�	

���	� '5#6"07

Iqbal Ansari, the main liti-
gant  in  the  R am

Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid
title suit, on Sunday dis-
tanced himself from the deci-
sion of the All-India Muslim
Personal Law Board (AIM-
PLB) to file a review petition
against the Supreme Court
verdict on the Ayodhya issue.

Soon after the verdict was
pronounced on November 9,
Ansari had said he would

not seek review of  the 
judgment.

“There is no use of going
for review as the outcome will
remain the same... the move
will also vitiate the harmonious
atmosphere,” he said after the
AIMPLB decided to file a
review petition in the apex
court.

“My views are different
from that of the AIMPLB. I
want an end to the mandir-
masjid dispute at this very
point,” he said.
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An Indian soldier lost his life
while two others received

injuries in a suspected IED blast
along the Line of Control in
Pallanwala area of Akhnoor sec-
tor in Jammu on Sunday.

The incident took place
when soldiers of the Indian
Army were moving in a truck
ahead of the barbed wire fenc-
ing in the area.

According to official
sources, “Suspected IED blast
was reported around 12 pm in
the area in which three soldiers
received injuries.”

Earlier, Pakistan Army had
initiated “unprovoked” ceasefire
violation along the LoC in
Shahpur area of Poonch around
10.15 am. In response, Indian
Army gave them the befitting
reply. In Jammu, Defence PRO
Lt-Col Devender Anand said,
“One soldier attained martyr-
dom and two soldiers received
injuries in a suspected IED blast
in Pallanwala, Akhnoor sector
on Sunday.”

However, it was not clear
under what circumstances the
suspected IED blast happened.

Defence PRO said, “The
martyred jawan has been iden-
tified as Havaldar Santosh
Kumar of Agra district in Uttar
Pradesh”. Even as the situation
remained tense, alert jawans of
the Indian Army are standing
tall along the LoC to thwart
nefarious designs of the
Pakistan army to push armed
infiltrators inside the Indian
territory. With several infiltra-
tion routes getting blocked in
North Kashmir region, the infil-
tration routes along LoC in
Rajouri and Poonch are exploit-
ed by the terrorist handlers to
push their cadre. 

Continued on Page 4
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Justice Sharad Arvind Bobde,
who would take oath as the

47th Chief Justice of India on
Monday, has decided several
key cases and was part of the
recent historic verdict that
cleared the way for the con-
struction of a Ram Temple at
the disputed site in Ayodhya.

Justice Bobde, 63, who
would succeed CJI Ranjan
Gogoi, would prefer a conser-
vative approach on the issue of
disclosing the Collegium’s
entire deliberations on rejection
of names for appointment in
the higher judiciary. The CJI-
designate, in an interview to
PTI, had said that people’s rep-
utation cannot be sacrificed just
to satisfy the desire of citizens
to know. On the issue of huge
vacancies of judges in courts
across the country and lack of
judicial infrastructure, Justice
Bobde wishes to take to the
“logical end” the steps taken by
his predecessor CJI Gogoi.

Justice Gogoi had taken
note of vacancies and lack of
infrastructure in courts and has
been monitoring them by issu-
ing directions to all states and
respective high courts to do the
needful. A five-judge constitu-
tion bench, of which Justice
Bobde was also a part, rendered
a unanimous verdict to put the

curtains down on the vexatious
Ayodhya land dispute which
was pending in courts since
1950. A nine-judge bench of
the apex court headed by the
then CJI JS Khehar and which
included Justice Bobde held
unanimously in August 2017
that the Right to Privacy was a
constitutionally protected fun-
damental right in India.

Justice Bobde will have a
tenure of over 17 months as the
CJI and is due to retire on April
23, 2021. Hailing from a fam-
ily of lawyers from
Maharashtra, he is the son of
eminent senior advocate
Arvind Shriniwas Bobde.
Justice Bobde has been chosen
following the rule of seniority

and his name was recom-
mended by Justice Gogoi in a
letter to the Centre. His
Warrant of Appointment was
signed by President Ram Nath
Kovind following which the
Law Ministry issued a notifi-
cation naming the judge as
the next head of the Indian
judiciary. Justice Bobde also
headed a three-member in-
house committee which gave
a clean chit to CJI Gogoi on
a sexual harassment com-
plaint against him by a former
apex court staffer. The com-
mittee also included Justices
Indira Banerjee and Indu
Malhotra.

Justice Bobde was part of
the three-judge bench which in

2015 clarified that no citizen of
India without an Aadhaar card
can be denied basic services
and government services.
Recently, a two-judge bench
headed by Justice Bobde direct-
ed the Committee of
Administrators (CoA) headed
by former Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) Vinod
Rai, appointed by it for the pur-
pose of running the BCCI
administration, to demit office
paving the way for elected
members to run the affairs of
the cricket board.

Born on April 24, 1956 in
Nagpur, Maharashtra, Justice
Bobde completed Bachelor of
Arts and LLB degrees from
Nagpur University. He was
enrolled as an advocate of the
Bar Council of Maharashtra in
1978. Justice Bobde practised
law at the Nagpur Bench of the
Bombay High Court with
appearances at Bombay before
the Principal Seat and before
the Supreme Court for over 21
years. He was designated as
senior advocate in 1998. 

Justice Bobde was elevated
to the Bombay High Court on
March 29, 2000, as Additional
Judge and sworn in as Chief
Justice of Madhya Pradesh
High Court on October 16,
2012. He was elevated as a
judge of the Supreme Court on
April 12, 2013.
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The Special Task Force
arrested three bootleggers,

including leader of a gang
involved in distillation of illic-
it liquor using rectified spirit,
in Kushinagar district on
Sunday. 

Those arrested were iden-
tified as Ram Ishwar Yadav of
Kushinagar, Suman Bihari of
Jaunpur and Prakash Chandra
of Azamgarh. 

The cops recovered 2,000
litres of rectified spirit/alcohol,
a lorry, a motorcycle, two dri-
ving licences, a mobile phone
and �670 from the arrested per-
sons.

Giving details, the police
said the accused used to sell the
illicit liquor in neighbouring
districts of Bihar and in
Kushinagar area. 

“The demand of this kind
of illicit liquor is very high as
it is manufactured using recti-
fied spirit and is had a high
‘kick’ due to impurity,” the
police said. 

Police said about 2,000
litre of rectified spirit was
recovered from the truck. It was
hidden inside a cavity in the
truck’s container.

“The truck was intercept-
ed near a fuel station on the
Kasaya-Padrauna road after
we got a tip-off about the gang
transporting the huge quanti-

ty of rectified spirit to
Kushinagar and further to
Bihar,” Additional
Superintendent of Police, STF,
Vishal Vikram Singh said.

Police said Ram Ishawar
was the kingpin of the gang
while Suman Bihari and
Prakash Chandra used to trans-
port the illicit liquor.

“They brought the rectified
spirit from Prayagraj and Ram
Ishwar was to sell it to cus-
tomers,” the police said. 

The arrested persons
owned up their crime during
the interrogation and disclosed
names of their aides. The police
are hunting for them.

The STF was roped in the
case after the police were
tipped-off about the manufac-
turing of illicit liquor in Kasya
police station area of
Kushinagar. 

The team worked on the
case and busted the gang.   

Meanwhile, three men on
a motorcycle died after their
vehicle lost balance and
rammed into a divider on
Pilibhit bypass in Bareilly,
police said on Sunday. They
sustained head injuries as they
were not wearing helmets,
Superintendent of Police (city)
Ravindra Kumar said.

In another incident on
Bhuta-Bareilly road, a truck hit
a motorcycle, injuring four
people.
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Hitting out at the previ-
ous Samajwadi Party
and Bahujan Samaj

Party governments in Uttar
Pradesh, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that both these
governments were insensitive
to youth and had sold off sugar
mills at peanuts while the
Bharatiya Janata Party govern-
ment had reopened the closed
sugar mills and had even set up
new mills.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Sunday inaugu-
rated a sugar mill with a crush-
ing capacity of 5000 TCD, and
a 27 megawatt co-generation
plant in Pipraich.

Addressing a public meet-
ing in Gorakhpur, the Chief
Minister said that the closure of
the Pipraich sugar mill started
in 2008 and it was completely
shut down in 2010-11. 

“We had held protests
against the mill’s closure and all
regional leaders of the BJP
and Hindu Yuva Vahini
activists participated in it,”
Yogi Adityanath said.

The Chief Minister said
that when the BJP formed the
government in 2017, it took the

decision to set up a new sugar
mill in Pipraich in the very first
Cabinet meeting. 

“The closure of a sugar mill
means rendering 50,000 farm-
ers unemployed, and another
1,000 young jobless,” he said.

The Chief Minister said the
Pipraich sugar mill would
crush 50,000 quintal sugar-
cane per day leading to produc-
tion of sulphur-free sugar.
Along with this, 27 MW elec-
tricity would also be produced
which would generate income
of �30,000 crore, he added.

“With this, the farmers
will be paid timely for their
sugarcane and people will also
get electricity,” the Chief
Minister added.

“A modern distillery will be
installed here and ethanol will
also be produced in the second
phase. In keeping with the slo-
gan of ‘Sabka Saath and Sabka
Vikas’, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi provided Soil
Health Card, PM Fasal Bima
Yojana and ensured that farm-
ers received one-and-half times
more than their cost of produc-
tion and another �6,000 annu-
ally from Kisan Samman Nidhi
scheme,” he said.

The Chief Minister fur-

ther said that taking inspiration
from Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the BJP state government
waived crop loans up to �1 lakh
of small and marginal farmers
as soon as it assumed office. He
said the previous governments
had not paid the cane price to
the farmers for six years. 

“People are surprised that
even at the time of recession,

the state government paid
�76,000 crore to the farmers.
Our government is committed
to paying every penny to the
farmers,” he said. 

The Chief Minister said
that the government would
provide all resources to ensure
that the fertility of soil remains
intact. 

“Pollution is a big problem

today and I appeal to farmers
not to burn paddy stubble or
sugarcane leaves in the fields
but convert them into compost.
This will also increase the fer-
tility of the land,” he said.

The Chief Minister said
that the natural beauty of
Ramgarh Tal attracted every-
one. “Today, it has become the
best film location for Lok Sabha

member and actor Ravi Kishan.
He should shoot a film here. It
will attract a huge crowd on the
very first day,” the Chief
Minister said. 

Shalabh Mani Tripathi,
media advisor to the Chief
Minister, said that Yogi
Adityanath’s government was
making efforts to restore the
identity of the ‘sugar bowl’ of
Purvanchal. 

“The setting up of Pipraich
sugar mill in a record one year
is proof of this. Today the mill
was inaugurated by the Chief
Minister. Here 15,000 (direct-
ly and indirectly) people along
with another 30,000 farmers
will be engaged in employment.
Soon, Munderwa sugar mill in
Basti will also be inaugurated,
he said.

Earlier, the Chief Minister
had inaugurated a sugar mill of
50,000 quintal capacity at
Ramala, the ‘karmabhoomi’ of
former prime minister
Chaudhary Charan Singh. This
mill is producing 27 MW elec-
tricity and providing employ-
ment to 45,000 people. 

Similarly, four sugar mills
which were closed for the last
ten years — at Saharanpur,
Bulandshahar, Chandausi and
Meerut — were revived and
these created employment for
people. Also, the capacities of
a dozen sugar mills were
increased.
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UP Shia Waqf Board chief
Waseem Rizvi slammed

All-India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen (AIMIM) leader
Asaduddin Owaisi, saying he
was like Islamic State in Iraq
and Syria (ISIS) leader Abu
Bakr al-Baghdadi.

“There is no difference
between Abu Bakr al-
Baghdadi and Asaduddin
Owaisi today. al-Baghdadi had
an army and arms and ammu-
nition which he used to spread
terror while Owaisi is creating
terror by his ‘zabaan’ (speech-
es). He is pushing Muslims
towards acts of terror and
bloodshed. It is high time that
a ban should be slapped on
him and the Muslim Personal
Law Board,” Rizvi said here on
Sunday, referring to the
speeches made by the AIMIM
leader after the Supreme Court
verdict on the Ram
Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid
title dispute. 

Earlier on November 11, a
complaint was filed against
Owaisi for making inciting
statements after the Supreme
Court verdict on Ayodhya
case. Following the apex court
verdict, Owaisi had said that
the “Supreme Court is indeed
supreme but not infallible”.

“I am not satisfied with the
verdict. We have full faith in the
Constitution. We were fighting

for our legal rights. We do not
need 5-acre land as ‘khairat’
(charity)” Owaisi had said. 

The Shia Waqf Board chief
also slammed the All-India
Muslim Personal Law Board
for its stance on the Ayodhya
verdict.

“This is a great decision by
the Supreme Court, the likes of
which I have not seen in my
life. It satisfied all the parties
but there are some parties like
the Muslim Personal Law
Board and Asaduddin Owaisi
who are fuelling the orthodox
mindset. There should be a ban
on them too,” Rizvi said. 

Earlier on November 15,
Rizvi had donated Rs 51,000 to
Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas for
the construction of Ram tem-
ple at the disputed site in
Ayodhya.

Lakhimpur Kheri: Tourists vis-
iting the Dudhwa National Park
will not be able to enjoy elephant
safari this season as most
trained jumbos have been
deployed in patrolling duties,
the park administration said on
Sunday.

According to park Deputy
Director Manoj Sonkar, anoth-
er major reason to put restric-
tions on the safari is the aggres-
sive nature of male elephants,
which may pose a serious threat
to the safety of riders.

Sonkar said the decision in
this regard was taken after sev-
eral incidents of elephants chas-
ing their mahouts and atten-
dants came to fore. “Dudhwa has
adequate number of vehicles and
tourists could enjoy their jungle
safari on the vehicles,” Sonkar
said. 

Dudhwa National Park has
a number of species of birds,
reptiles, wild elephants, aquatic
animals, one-horned rhinos,
wild elephants besides its
enriched flora and fauna.  PTI

Unnao (PTI): Plastic pipes
and vehicles outside a state
infrastructure agency godown
here were set ablaze on Sunday,
a day after farmers clashed with
police demanding adequate
compensation for their land
that was acquired for an
upcoming township by the
agency.

The incident took place
around 11 am outside the
godown of UP State Industrial
Development Authority (UPSI-
DA) which acquired the land
for the Trans-Ganga City pro-
ject near Kanpur, officials said.

“Some anti-social elements
set fire to plastic pipes kept out-
side the godown. Apart from
this, two vehicles were also set
afire,” Additional District
Magistrate Rakesh Singh said.

The fire was controlled to
a significant extent and there
was no loss of life, Singh said.
“Action will be initiated against
those who set the portion of the
godown on fire,” he added.

“No farmer has so far
claimed responsibility for
Sunday’s act, which means that
the work has been done by
anti-social elements,” District
Magistrate Devendra Kumar
Pandey said.

On Saturday, farmers
demanding better compensa-
tion for their land had clashed
with the police when govern-
ment officials visited the pro-
ject site to clear the encroach-
ment.

Several farmers were
injured as the police baton-
charged them, used tear gas
and water cannons. Many
police personnel were also
injured as the protesters target-
ed them with stones.

“No one will be allowed to
disturb law and order,” the
district magistrate said, appeal-
ing villagers to help maintain
peace.

Meanwhile, the Rashtriya
Kisan Manch, a forum working
for welfare of farmers, claimed

that the growers were not
indulging in violent protests
and were only demanding ade-
quate compensation for their
land. “Nearly 30 per cent of the
farmers of the clash-hit area are
yet to get compensation from
the government,” RKM presi-
dent Shekhar Dixit said on
Sunday.

“The farmers are not
indulging in violent protests
and are only demanding ade-
quate compensation for their
land. Is their demand unjusti-
fied,” Dixit asked.

The district magistrate,
however, had said on Saturday
that the farmers were ade-
quately compensated.

The farmers’ outfit also
demanded that all the officials
involved in the baton charge be
sacked. 

Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra shared
a 22-second-long video of the
clash on Twitter. “UP Chief
Minister is making big speech-

es in Gorakhpur, but see the
condition of his police. A
farmer in Unnao is lying semi-
conscious after being beaten by
laathi (stick). He is still being
beaten up. There should be
some shame. A person who
grows grains for you is subject-
ed to such cruelty,” she tweet-
ed.

Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav in a tweet said,
“Instead of getting adequate
compensation, the farmers are
getting beaten up by lathis.
They are not getting proper
price for sugarcane, stray cattle
is damaging standing crops and
farmers are committing suicide.
Is this the definition of develop-
ment in BJP’s ‘raaj’ (rule)?”

Condemning the lath-
icharge on farmers, the
Communist Party of India
(ML) state secretary Sudhakar
Yadav said the Yogi Adityanath
government was suppressing
the farmers demanding com-
pensation for their land.
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Uttar Pradesh Minister of
State for Minority Affairs,

Mohsin Raza, slammed All-
India Muslim Personal Law
Board (AIMPLB) for holding
its executive committee meet-
ing in Lucknow to decide on
filing review petition against
the Ayodhya verdict, saying “it
was a conspiracy to vitiate the
atmosphere and foment com-
munal trouble in the state”.

“What was the purpose of
organising the meeting of the
executive committee when they
(AIMPLB) had already
obtained the signatures of the
original plaintiffs for filing the
review petition. Moreover, the
review petition will be filed in
the Supreme Court and the
head office of AIMPLB is also
in Delhi then what was the
rationale for organising the
meeting of the executive in
Lucknow. If it was so important
for them to organise the meet-
ing of the executive then it
should have been held in Delhi
instead of Lucknow,” Mohsin
Raza said. 

Answering the question
himself, the minister said,
“Obviously, the AIMPLB is
dancing to the tunes of their
political master for creating
trouble in the state even when
every Muslim of the country
has welcomed the Supreme
Court decision in the Ayodhya
matter.”

The minister accused the
AIMPLB leaders of conspiring
to vitiate atmosphere in the
state. He alleged that the AIM-
PLB leaders had held a similar
meeting a few months back in

Lucknow and had tried to mis-
lead the people.

The minister said the AIM-
PLB owed an answer to the
people as to why they organised
the meeting of their executive
committee in Lucknow.

“Nobody is with the AIM-
PLB. The Sunni Waqf Board is
also not supporting them. They
should stop holdings such
meetings,” Raza said. 

Moreover, he said, the
AIMPLB was a badly divided
house where majority of the
members were not in favour of
filing the review petition and
were in favour of honouring the
apex court judgement. 

The minister also accused
the leaders of the AIMPLB,
Zafaryab Jilani and Asaduddin
Owaisi, of practising double
standards and lying. “For
decades they had been saying
that they would accept a judi-
cial settlement to the Ayodhya
dispute and after the Supreme
Court delivered the judgement,
they took a U turn and started
opposing the verdict,” Raza
said.

Rizvi said the Muslim
Personal Law Board was an
organisation of self-appointed
‘thekedar’ (custodians) of the
Muslim community. 

“The AIMPLB does not
represent the Muslims, it rep-
resent only a handful of
Muslim clerics who in turn rep-
resent the narrow vested-inter-
ests of a few,” Rizvi alleged.
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Lucknow (PNS): A man sur-
rendered before police after
allegedly bludgeoning to death
his 22-year-old daughter with
an axe in a village in Firozabad
district.

According to Jasrana Circle
Officer OP Singh, Harvesh
allegedly attacked his daughter
Pooja with an axe on Saturday
night in Salempur Khutiana vil-
lage and informed police about
the incident in the morning.

“Harvesh himself reached
the police station in the morn-
ing and narrated the entire inci-
dent, following which he was
arrested. The reason which led
to the incident is being probed.
Harvesh’s wife is undergoing
treatment at a hospital in Agra.
Pooja used to stay with her
mother. Harvesh had called her
five to six days back to cook
food in the house,” Singh said.

In a separate incident, a
man shot at his 50-year-old
mother and two minor siblings
following a spat, leaving them
critically injured, in Kairana
town of Shamli district, police
said on Sunday.

The incident took place on
Saturday, SHO of Kairana
Yashpal Dhama said, adding
that the accused was identified
as Bhura (25).

Bhura had a quarrel with
his mother, Mina, over some
issue, following which he shot
at her, his sister, Asma, and
brother, Usman, the SHO said.

The injured are undergoing
treatment at a hospital.
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The last day of the Urban
Mobility India Conference,

organised by the Central gov-
ernment and supported by the
state government at Indira
Gandhi Prastishthan, witnessed
invigorating sessions by experts
from across the globe.

Deputy Chief Minister
Dinesh Sharma, who attended
the valedictory session, said like
most urban centres of the
country, cities in Uttar Pradesh
have been facing urban trans-
port problems for many years,
affecting the mobility of people
and economic growth of the
urban areas, more so for peo-
ple with special needs.

“The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment has taken this up as a
challenge to improve public
transport systems across the
state to provide good quality
service at an affordable cost. To
start with, a mass transit system
in line with national and glob-
al benchmarks was started in
Lucknow. The metro rail sys-
tem in the city has brought a
colossal shift in the transit
experience of the citizens and
tourists alike. These modern,
comfortable and clean systems
of public transit will surely
induce a sense of livability
among the citizens,” he said.

G Gnana Kiruba from
CEPT University
(Ahmedabad) presented a
study on understanding travel
behaviour in one of the metro
cities of the country.

She said that in order to

understand the travel behav-
iour of multimodal users, it is
important to identify the fac-
tors that influence the modal
choice. “The identified factors
are age, gender, income, travel
purpose, trip frequency, vehi-
cle ownership, access and
egress mode, individual trip or
group trip, total travel time, dis-
tance and cost,” she said.

Regarding socio-econom-
ic profile, she said they tried to
find out  whether these factors
have an impact on the multi-
modal choice of users.

“The independent vari-
ables are gender, age, education,
income, occupation, house-
hold size, ownership of two-

wheeler vehicle and four-
wheeler vehicles,” she said.

“The socio-economic pro-
file does not influence the
multimodal transportation
and multimodal trips are
mainly influenced by trip pur-
pose, travel distance, travel
cost and travel time. These
trips are competitive to single
modal trip only on selected trip
purpose — work trip and
shopping. As  40% of the total
multimodal trips is work trips,
the share of people travelling
in group is only 26% and 74%
respondents are travelling
alone,” she pointed out

Gnana said that the max-
imum travel distance in mul-

timodal trips is up to 70 km.
“The average distance trav-

elled in multimodal trips is 24
km while that in single mode
is 16 km. Multimodal trips
have influence on access and
egress distance. It is attractive
only when the access and
egress distance is shorter than
2.5 km. Around 50% of
respondents in multimodal
trips, the access time and
egress time is 10 minutes,
which means highly travelled
people among all three modes
are working people within the
age group of 18 to 34 years,”
she explained.

She pointed out that mul-
timodal transportation is not

influenced by the background
of the respondents, rather by
activities of the trips such as
work and shopping

“Buses have been the most
successful mode of public
transportation over many years
in the city which we studied. It
is successful due to its mini-
mum travel cost and good
connectivity. Though there is
no direct connectivity of the
bus throughout the city and the
respondents needs to transfer
between the mode, still they
prefer buses as their main
transport mode,” she added..

She said that in  income
attribute, the share of bus
mode users is higher in income
range below Rs 25,000 per
month but in local trains, the
income range from Rs 25,000
to Rs 50,000 is higher than
other income range.

“For age attribute, in bus
the age group between 27 to 34
years has higher share. But in
local trains, the highest share
of age group is between 18 and
24 years. There are higher
shares of private service peo-
ple in both  bus and local
trains.  In gender attributes, the
share of males travelling in
both the modes is higher than
that of females. In income
attribute, Metro-MRTS has
the highest share with income
level of Rs 25,000 to Rs 50,000
per month whereas buses have
the highest share in both
income levels of Rs 25,000 to
Rs 50,000 per month and Rs
50,000 to Rs 1 lakh per month,”
she added.
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The post-monsoon report,
released by IITR recently,

shows that there has been an
increase in the number of taxis
in the city by over 41.57 per
cent this year as compared to
last year. The  report shows that
the total increase in vehicles   in
Lucknow has gone up by 9.24
per cent.

As per the IITR ambient air
quality report, the number of
vehicles registered with RTO
(Lucknow) is 21,94,261 as on
March 31, 2019 which is 9.24%
higher than last year. The
report shows that there has
been 3.30 per cent decrease in
lighter commercial vehicles ,
43.67 per cent increase in four-
wheelers, 365 per cent increase
in motorcycles on hire, 64.80

per cent increase in number of
jeeps, 7.41 per cent increase in
two-wheelers and 9.55 per cent
increase in buses. A senior
scientist of IITR said the
increase in the number of taxis
will add on to pollution
because there has been an
increase in private vehicles too.
“Taxis use CNG but since pri-
vate vehicles are increasing, it
will only add to the burden of
pollution,” he added.

The report also shows that
in Lucknow, there are 101 fill-
ing stations for petrol, diesel
and CNG operated by different
oil and gas companies. As per
oil marketing companies (IOC,
BPC and HPCL), the con-
sumption, sale of petrol and
diesel was 2,25,508 and
2,19,944 KL as on March 31
2019. IITR scientists said it has
been observed that petroleum
sale has increased by 8.04 per

cent and that of diesel has
increased by 4.83 per cent.

In Lucknow, there are nine
CNG stations and consump-
tion of CNG in 2018-19 was
approximately 4,70,44,857 kg,
which is 10.86% higher than
2017-18. Scientists said there
has been 1.67 per cent increase
in CNG-powered school buses
and 1.29 per cent  increase in
CNG-powered school vans.
“Vehicular traffic has been
found to be the main source of
particulate air pollution in
Lucknow. The state capital has
become denser with traffic
congestion, which increases
the vehicle emissions and sub-
sequent health impact mainly
for drivers, commuters, and
individuals especially people
living near roadways,” scientists
said.
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Unfazed by police hunt, the
prime accused in the

Kanak Car Bazaar heist case in
Mahanagar, Ranjeet Kumar
aka Manglesh Goswami, was
moving around in one of the
SUVs he had stolen from the
shop. He and his gang had
stolen eight high-end cars on
November 5 night.

The facts surfaced after he
and his aide Vinay Gupta of
Hardoi were interrogated after
their arrest from Kakori on
Saturday night. Ranjeet’s name
had surfaced after the police
arrested his aides, identified as
Ramji Shukla and Deepak
Chaurasia (on November 6),
and Mohammed Faiz aka
Juravar (on November 9).
Seven out of the eight high-end
cars stolen from Kanak Car
Bazaar, owned by Karan Gupta
of Mahanagar, were recovered.

The shop is located
between Mahanagar police sta-

tion and Badshahnagar cross-
ing. “Both Ranjeet and his aide
were nabbed on a tip-off from
Kakori on Saturday night. The
stolen SUV (Toyota Fortuner)
was also recovered. Besides, we
recovered two SUVs and a
motorcycle (Bullet) from the
accused,” ASP (trans-Gomti)
Rajesh Srivastava said.

The cops were stunned
when Ranjeet disclosed that he
had taken Fortuner for per-
sonal use. He added that he and
his aides had parked other
stolen cars in parking lots
across the city. He further dis-
closed that he and Faiz 
had stolen several high-end
cars from different showrooms,
including one in Madiaon, 
in the past.

It surfaced that Ranjeet
had an organised gang of auto-
lifters who were expert in
unlocking cars, even those
with modern safety equipment.
The gang used to conduct a
recce before striking. They

used to find out if the CCTV
cameras were installed inside
the place of their target or in
the route which they had to use
to escape after committing 
the crime.

Even as the Lucknow
police patted their back by
busting the gang and recover-
ing all the stolen vehicles,
sources said the audacity of the
prime accused was something.

“Even though the
Lucknow police were hunting
for him, Ranjeet was not in
fear and kept moving around
in the stolen SUV. Another
stunning aspect in the case was
the modus operandi of the
gang. They struck a car bazaar
in a crowded place and took
away the cars after visiting the
place twice in the dead of the
night, when police patrolling
is said to be intense.
Interestingly, the police were
carrying out a checking drive
on the fateful night,” the
sources pointed out.

�������	����	���#���	� '5#6"07

A28-year-old woman ended
her life by jumping into

Gomti river at the riverfront in
Gomti Nagar police station
area on Sunday afternoon.

As per reports, around
12.30 pm, the woman, who
later was identified as Vinita
Rastogi of Adarsh Nagar in
Chinhat, reached the river-
front and jumped into the
river after climbing the railing.
The incident drew attention of
the visitors who raised an
alarm. A police team reached
the place and the woman was
taken out, but it was too late.

Police spokesman AK
Dwivedi said the woman was
rushed to Ram Manohar Lohia
Hospital where doctors

declared her brought dead. 
“Her husband Ashish, who

reached the hospital later, iden-
tified her,” the police
spokesman said. He said the
police were yet to find other
details and the reason why she
ended her life.

“The woman took the
extreme step probably due to
some family discord,” he said.
He contested the allegation of
a delayed response by the
police. He said a sub-inspector
and a constable responded
immediately after the woman
jumped into the river. However,
he could not name the cops.

Some eyewitnesses said
nobody noticed when did the
woman climbing the railing
alongside the riverfront. “It
was the splash which drew the

attention of divers and they
immediately jumped into the
river to save the woman. While
her search was on, the police
reached the scene. The woman
was taken out of the river
later,” they said.

Meanwhile, a 60-year-old
man, identified as Chandrapal,
was crushed to death by a
truck in Banthra on Sunday
morning. Reports said
Chandrapal was going to his
field by a bicycle. Around 8.15
am, the truck hit the bicycle
from behind and later crushed
him. Chandrapal died on the
spot. The driver fled the scene,
abandoning the vehicle when
chased by commuters. Police
said investigations into the
case were on and the body sent
for autopsy.
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Urban women are interest-
ed in self-grown vegetables

for family. Growing awareness
for avoiding insecticide-loaded
vegetables has forced many
women to grow their own veg-
etables within a limited space
available at their rooftops or
backyards.  They consider their
produce as organic because
they avoid using pesticides and
chemical fertilisers. Vegetables,
mostly nurtured through
organic means, taste better and
housewives are more satisfied
by cooking their own grown
vegetables. On the growing
demand of urban kitchen gar-
den lovers, Central Institute for
Subtropical Horticulture
(CISH) organised a training
programme on its RB Road
campus. CISH director
Shailendra Rajan said most of
the women who attended the
event were experienced and
they were interested in getting
newer information not avail-
able in their known network.  

SR Singh from CISH

explained various requirements
for an excellent rooftop garden
enabling sufficient vegetable
production throughout the
year. He also discussed an
intelligent layout, including
even a place for kitchen waste
conversion and also to provide
a good look to the entire gar-
den. He said since space is lim-
ited in cities, rooftops should to
be utilised in an efficient man-
ner.  “Multi-cut leafy vegetables
which can fruit regularly for 2-
3 months should be preferred.
Their placement as per the
space available is important but
sunlight availability and shade
on the rooftop should be con-
sidered while making the lay-
out,” he said.

Growing specific crops in
shade portion was also dis-
cussed in detail. Singh
explained how in small space
the success of kitchen garden
depends on growing more
number of vegetables vertical-
ly. The women were interested
in knowing about the con-
tainers, soil mixture and
drainage characteristics of

media to be used. Many of
them sought information on
ready-to-fruit mushroom bags
and how to have the maximum
production for a extended peri-
od in the common space of a
house.  Dr Gundappa, an
entomologist, made  the
women aware about various
insect pests attacking vegeta-
bles. He explained the methods
by which the use of pesticides

can be avoided and pests can be
effectively controlled. 

Scientists said there is a
specific demand by the group
for organic cultivation specif-
ic to kitchen garden and insti-
tute will be organising a work-
shop in near future. The tips for
avoiding insecticides spray and
using methods by which com-
mon pest can be controlled
were discussed. PK Shukla, a

plant pathologist, spoke about
diseases which can attack veg-
etables in the kitchen garden
and easy methods to manage
them. CISH director
Shailendra Rajan said that a few
decades back, vegetables were
available in specific season but
now, availability is not season
bound. A common consensus
among the experts and kitchen
garden lovers was that insect
load  during off season is too
high, which makes vegetables
poisonous.

“We can plan vegetable
calendar to get regular pro-
duction of vegetables at fre-
quent intervals and easily one
can grow vegetables as per the
need of small family on the roof
top,” Rajan said.

CISH also provided the
seedlings of high yield varieties
of tomato, capsicum, lettuce
variety, brinjal and other veg-
etables to the women.  A low-
cost model of hydroponics was
also displayed which attracted
most of the women to know
about its functionality, nutrient
solutions and upkeep.
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Consumer Guild organised a
peaceful walk on Sunday  to

mark the World Day of
Remembrance for Road Traffic
Victims and demanded safer
roads for all. Many citizens par-
ticipated in the event. This
year’s slogan was ‘Life is not a
car part’. Speakers stated that
about 1.3 million people die
each year on world’s roads and
between 20 and 50 million sus-
tain non-fatal injuries. Road
mishap is a major cause of
death among all age groups and
the leading cause of death
among those aged 15-29 years.

As per the annual publi-

cation ‘Road Accidents in
India-2017’, released by
Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways, 4,64,910 road
accidents occurred causing
1,47,913 deaths and 4,70,975
injuries in the year 2017. On a
daily basis, 1,273 accidents
occurred and 405 persons were
killed on Indian roads.

In the first quarter of 2019,
as per data provided by all the
states and union territories,
India recorded a total of
118,175 road crashes in which
119,260 persons were injured
and 39,268 died. 

Chairman of Consumer
Guild Abhishek Srivastava said
the most effective way to reduce

road crash deaths is to strength-
en road safety laws. “We appre-
ciate and congratulate the gov-
ernment for giving green signal
to the most awaited Motor
Vehicles Act 2019. According to
the Road Transport and
Highways Ministry, half-a-mil-
lion accidents are reported in
India every year, in which
150,000 people lose their lives.
Uttar Pradesh recorded the
maximum increase in the
number of road mishap deaths,
which increased from 16,004 in
2013 to 22,256 in 2018. We urge
the UP government to adopt
and strongly implement the
new rules of MVA 2019 in the
state,” he said.
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The final day of IIM-
Lucknow’s ‘Manfest-

Varchasva 2019’ had an unusu-
ally early start. The 11th
Lucknow City Run was organ-
ised as part of the fest around
Ram Manohar Lohia Park.
The run had three categories,
including men’s, women’s and
run for fun.

The runs were flagged off
by  chief GM (Operations),
UPSRTC, Rajesh Verma and
GM (UPSRTC) Saad Saeed.
The event was presented by
UPSRTC and it was based on
the theme of passenger safety.

It saw over 2,000 partici-
pation across categories and
the top three runners in each
category were given away cash
prizes. The run concluded
with a felicitation ceremony. At
IIM-L, the day was star-stud-
ded with sessions by actors
Tahir Raj Bhasin & Dhruv
Sehgal. Dhruv conducted a
workshop on storytelling for

students and emphasised on
the importance of discipline
and perseverance to take up
writing as a profession.
Students were excited to inter-
act with him and asked him a
myriad of questions on his
show and his experiences as an
OTT writer. A major crowd-
puller for the day was
‘Antarnaad’, the stage play com-
petition based on the theme of
contemporary Ramayana. The
event had five finalists per-
forming, including colleges
like FMS and IIM-Calcutta.
The teams depicted how learn-
ings from mythology hold rel-
evance in the modern world.

The poetry recitation com-
petition had over 30 partici-
pants while the solo dance
competition was an audience’s
favourite. Multiple business
case-study events saw fierce
competition among top B-
school students. The fest was
concluded with an explosive
performance by Guru
Randhawa.
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Lucknow (PNS): Two
unidentified miscreants shot at
a Chinhat resident at a CNG
filling station in Vibhuti Khand
police station area on Sunday
night. The police swung into
action and cordoned off the
area. Amidst criticism, the
police said that the victim was
in a drunken state and that his
claims seemed doubtful.

The victim, identified as
Santosh Kanaujia (38), was
leaving the CNG station in his
car when intercepted by the
miscreants. He suffered firearm
injuries on his right elbow. He
was rushed to Ram Manohar
Lohia hospital where doctors
were preparing to remove the
bullet. Police spokesman AK
Dwivedi said Santosh was in a
drunken state and his state-
ments were inconsistent. The
spokesman said Santosh could
not explain why he was
attacked. He added that the
police inspected the crime
scene but did not get any wit-
ness who could confirm that
any such incident had taken
place there.
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“How could the apex court

rule against the statute and
order alternative land against
the land where the Babri masjid
stood. The Supreme Court
itself has ruled earlier that the
powers of the court under
Article 142 are not unlimited,”
argued Jilani. 

He clarified that by refus-
ing to accept the 5-acre land for
the mosque, the AIMPLB
would not be guilty of con-
tempt of court as the Supreme
Court had issued this direction
for the Central government and
not for any Muslim organisa-
tion. Jilani criticised the district
magistrate of Lucknow for
forcing the AIMPLB to change
the venue of the meeting of its
executive committee.

“I condemn the district
administration of Lucknow for

not allowing the meeting of the
AIMPLB executive on the
premises of Darul Uloom
Nadwatul Ulama. The district
magistrate on Saturday night
met AIMPLB chairman
Maulana Rabey Hasani Nadwi
and told him that the meeting
of the AIMPLB could not be
held at Nadwa so we were
forced to shift the venue to
Mumtaz Degree College,” Jilani
said and added, “We have been
holding the meeting of the
AIMPLB executive at Nadwa
for years and as the meetings
are held inside a hall, there has
never been need for obtaining
permission from the district
administration.”
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The Congress, though on

the back foot after the apex
court’s clean chit to the BJP

Government on the purchase
of Rs 59,000-crore Rafale fight-
er jet deal, may still quote
Justice KM Joseph, who wrote
a separate judgment saying
petitioners can approach CBI
for registering an FIR, which its
former chief Rahul Gandhi
said “has opened a huge door
into investigation of the Rafale
scam.”

BJP, however, armed with
Supreme Court’s unanimous
ruling dismissing the case,
would in Parliament press for
an apology from Rahul for
making “baseless” allegations.
The Treasury Benches are also
to make use of apex court
warning to Rahul to be “ care-
ful with words” after his
“chowkidar chor hai” com-
ment against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi attracted
court’s censure.

The session, which ends on
December 13, thus may con-
tinue to witness a war of words
between the two sides on the
Rafale issue which is likely to
heat up proceedings despite
Supreme Court putting a legal
lid on it. The BJP may put the
Congress on the defensive by
showing its ‘spot-clean’ image
following the Rafale judgment.

The Income Tax tribunal’s
rejection of Rahul’s application
this week to make Young
Indian a charitable trust saying
it is a commercial organisation
has provided BJP ammunition
to ambush Congress benches
during the session.

Further, the Supreme
Court’s verdict on allowing 17
Karnataka ‘rebel’ MLAs to con-
test the December 5 bypoll,
which may help CM BS
Yediyurappa consolidate the

BJP’s hold in the State, would
also be a point of clash between
the BJP and the Congress with
the latter likely to refer to a
voice video of Yediyurappa
that this month went viral
claiming that BJP president
Amit Shah personally super-
vised “Operation Kamal” in the
State.

Among the key Bills, the
BJP would again place the con-
troversial Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill, which seeks
to allow Indian citizenship to
‘persecuted’ Hindu, Sikh,
Christian, Parsi, Budhist
minorities from Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Afghanistan,
on the table for its passing in
both the Houses of Parliament.
The Government would also
bring Bills to replace two
Ordinances on -corporate tax
cuts and ban on e-cigarettes.

In the session, the
Congress-led-Opposition
would demand an answer from
the Government on the sliding
economy and buttress its
argument by quoting the
Indian origin Nobel Laureate
Abhijit Mukherjee who after
winning the prize on
Economics had recently
expressed concern on the eco-
nomic downside and rising
unemployment in the country.

Jammu & Kashmir, which
has turned into a Union
Territory, is to be major issue
that may see a political show-
down between the
Government and the rest of the
Opposition, including the left
parties. The Opposition, in
both the Houses, is expected to
demand as why there was a
‘shutdown’ in the Kashmir
Valley and why political lead-

ers were under detention. The
Government has maintained
that it has already eased and
lifted curfews from main spots
and allowed landline connec-
tions to the residents.

Congress has already
sought to know from the
Government whether Lok
Sabha MPs from the Kashmir
including Farooq Abdullah and
Mehbooba Mufti, would be
attending the Parliament ses-
sion. A confrontation between
the TMC and the BJP over the
issue of Governor too could
happen.

Then again, ahead of the
Delhi Assembly, the BJP and
the AAP would vie to take
credit for regularising the
unauthorised colonies in Delhi
impacting 40 lakh people as a
legislation in this regard will be
brought in. The passage of a Bill

seeking to provide safety and
security to the doctors’ frater-
nity will also be on the cards.
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On the other hand, there is

no respite from unprovoked
ceasefire violations as Pakistan
army is regularly targeting
civilian areas with long range
mortar shells. Hitting back,
Indian Army too inflicted
heavy causalities on the
Pakistan army besides destroy-
ing their forward posts and ter-
ror camps in the last few days. 

A 21-year-old Sepoy Rahul
Bhairu, hailing from Karnataka
had attained martyrdom in
KG sector of Poonch on
November 8. On October 22,
Naib Subedar Valte Sunil
Ravsaheb from Maharashtra
had sacrificed his life along the
LoC.
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A seminar was organised at

King George’s Medical
University, in association with
Bharatiya Shikshan Mandal.
Participants  from different
states attended the seminar.
After day-long discussions, the
house unanimously decided
to implement several points in
medical institutions in a time-
bound manner to showcase its
feasibility for wider acceptance
in government fraternity and
institutions. Organisers said
the aim was to continue efforts
of contextualisation of medical
education by applying the out-
come of the seminar to their
own areas of influence and
sharing the conclusions, infer-
ences and failures with other
participants. “It was decided to
evolve a  ‘Bharatiya Model of
Medical Education’. If done
diligently, this can be a leading
light for other countries to
evolve their own models. The
aim is to expose students at an
early stage to clinical side for
skills and to understand prac-
tical aspects of theoretical
knowledge. We also aim to
strengthen MBBS in terms of
skills, standards and standing
in community. Family medi-
cine or concept of family physi-
cians should be revived by
starting PG specialisation in
this field. The western institutes
have already started but very
limited here in India. It will be
expanded in our institutes,”
said a member of the organis-
ing team. He said it was impor-
tant to expose students to
research right from the begin-
ning to develop an empirical
temperament. “A proper repos-
itory of research areas, knowl-
edge resources and lessons
learnt will be developed at the
RFRF knowledge resource cen-
tre with contributions from all
the participating institutes and
experts.  We also want to holis-
tically look at the life of a stu-

dent and not be limited to
classroom activity with 9-5
approach. This includes a com-
plete daily routine both at hos-
tel and the classroom to field
work,” he added.
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Jaipuria Institute of

Management conducted a ‘Run
for Road Safety’ marathon in
association with the Road
Safety Cell of Transport
department on Sunday to
make people aware about the
importance of traffic rules.
The marathon was organised
by the Social Responsibility
Committee of the institute
under the guidance of Faculty
Committee coordinator Reena
Agarwal and Student
Committee coordinator
Ishnidhi Srivastava. The chief
guests were transport com-
missioner Dheeraj Sahu,
deputy transport commis-
sioner and other members of
the department. The marathon
started from 1090 crossing

and culminated at gate number
4 of Janeshwar Mishra Park.
More than 1,200 students from
different colleges participated
in the run. The first, second
and third positions in boys cat-
egory were bagged by
Shubham Yadav, Saurav Kumar
and Pradeep Singh respective-
ly. In girls category, Archana,
Shivani Sharma and Priyanka
bagged the top three spots. The
top-3 participants were given
away certificates and cash
award of Rs 5,000, Rs 3,000
and Rs 2,000 respectively. Top-
100 runners were also given
away certif icates of 
appreciation.
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The inaugural ceremony of

67th annual conference of
Bharat Ganit Parishad was held
at Babu Banarasi Das
University. The programme
was presided over by BBDU
Vice-Chancellor AK Mittal
while the chief guest was senior
scientist AK Singh from

department of Science And
Technology, New Delhi. The
programme started with a wel-
come address by convener S
Ahmad Ali. In the inaugural
ceremony, Professor Emeritus
A Mathai (McGill University,
Canada), and president of
Bharat Ganit Parishad Manjul
Gupta from IIT-Kanpur were
the special guests. In his
address, Mittal talked about the
Indian contribution in mathe-
matics since ancient times.
Singh apprised the audience
about the DST and the Central
government’s role for the devel-
opment of science and tech-
nology in the country. He also
discussed various government
schemes. Gupta stressed on
applications of mathematics
in day-to-day life. The 67th
annual conference of Bharat
Ganit Parishad was organised
by the department of
Mathematics and Computer
Science (BBDU) on modern
analysis and applications on
Saturday and Sunday.
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Lucknow University is organ-
ising a workshop to under-

stand the development poten-
tialities of MSMEs in Uttar
Pradesh and also its implica-
tions for the employment gen-
eration in the state.

Director of Shankar Dayal
Sharma Institute of Democracy,
Lucknow University, Manoj
Kumar Agarwal said that var-
ious issues like policy con-
straints, role of the banking sec-
tor, efforts for start-ups, cottage
industries, etc will be discussed
for idea churning and policy
suggestions.

“MSMEs have the nation-
al character of the Indian econ-
omy since ages that showcase
economic diversity in conso-
nance with the local resources,
traditional and modern skill at
the community or household
levels; household and com-
munity resources; availability of

local and beyond market; appli-
cation of innovative ideas with
lower risks but greater returns;
easy to diversify or shift to
other activities as per the shift
in the surroundings and eco-
nomic environment etc,” he
said.

“Uttar Pradesh is the
biggest state of India in terms
of population. It has the largest
concentration of poverty and
unemployment. The state is still
agrarian in the sense that the
largest share of population is
dependent on this sector
although in terms of share to
the state income, its share has
been going down. It does not
mean that the non-farm sector
is truly taking the lead in the
economically viable manner.
The MSME sector is already
under pressure due to the poli-
cies at the national level as well
as the state level,” he added.

He pointed out as the gov-
ernment in Uttar Pradesh is

making efforts to reinvigorate
the MSMEs on its own as well
as in consonance with the sup-
porting policies of the
Government of India, it
becomes meaningful to under-
stand its true structure.

“In this context, recent ini-
tiatives like One District, One
Product (ODOP) scheme make
an interesting one to analyse. It
will be interesting to under-
stand its implications for the
employment generation
through providing employment
and self-employment opportu-
nities,” he said. Aggarwal said
we need to thrash out the
details of the threats and oppor-
tunities for the future employ-
ment and job scenarios in the
country. “We need to identify
the causes and degree of dis-
ruptions and also the ways to
deal with such disruptions so
that the growing Indian popu-
lation could be the overall ben-
eficiary,” he added.

Lucknow (PNS): The
Lucknow Development
Authority (LDA) administra-
tion on Sunday served legal
notices on land owners of the
industrial area of Aishbagh for
misuse and for cancellation of
their allotments for gross vio-
lation of rules and regulations.
The development authority
seized 12 such plots during a
day-long drive on Saturday.

The LDA administration
has decided to revive the indus-
trial area by giving incentives
and allotting industrial plots to
the entrepreneurs to start their
ventures. But barring few, most
have not initiated their indus-
trial plan so far. With this, the
allotted land has either been
converted into petty ware-
houses or is being used as
office premises and other
commercial purposes.

The LDA administration
took up the drive following the
intervention of Housing and
Urban Development depart-
ment, which pulled up the
development authority offi-
cials last month for not taking
measures to prevent misuse of
land. Officials of the depart-
ment also alleged that the
entrepreneurs, in cahoots with
staffers, were involved in
unscrupulous practices and
present distorted facts in their
status report submitted to the
competent officer of the engi-
neering department. The spe-
cial drive was launched under
the guidance of chief engineer
IS Singh, who reached the spot
on Saturday morning, accom-
panied by the officials. The
squad members joined the
chief engineer team at 11 am. 
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The third day of the five-

day International Geography
Olympiad ‘Geofest
International-2019’, jointly
organised by City Montessori
School, Jopling Road and
Rajajipuram II campuses, was

infotaining. Over 500 students
from Russia, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Nepal and various
states of India participated in
different competitions and
spread the message to conserve
and preserve environment.
There were contests like

Geotech, Geo Quiz, Gel-o-
Mime in which the participants
showcased their talents. In
Geotech, 60 teams of senior cat-
egory showed their concepts
and technical knowledge. Each
team had two students who also
acted in the films.
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Shoot-at-sight orders have
been issued to security forces

deployed across LWE affected
states after a ‘serious and new’
threat of possession and oper-
ation of drones by Maoist cadres
came to light recently, officials
said on Sunday. The latest direc-
tive by a unified command of
security and intelligence agen-
cies at the Centre comes in the
wake of a maiden incident
where drones or unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs) were
seen hovering over a strategi-
cally important CRPF camp in
the worst Naxal-violence affect-
ed district of Sukma in
Chhattisgarh’s south Bastar
region.

As per official communi-
cation shared by ground forces,
official sources told PTI, “Small
red and white light emitting
drones” were seen flying near
the Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) camp in Kistaram and
Pallodi last month at least four
times in three days. The drones
emitted a “low whizzing sound”
that drew attention of camp
guards after which offensive
position was taken by troops
and an alert sounded across all
the nearby camps anticipating
possible trouble by Naxals.

However, sources said, the
mini-UAVs soon disappeared
from the sky above the CRPF
camps even before they could be
aimed at and shot. The devel-

opment rang alarm bells in the
security establishment leading
intelligence agencies to a vendor
in Mumbai who is suspected to
have sold the drones to some
unidentified persons, possibly
Naxal cadres. Inquiries in this
context are ongoing, sources
added.

Agencies are particularly
concerned as the two camps
where these drones were spot-
ted are located deep inside the
Naxal hotbed, do not have
proper road connectivity and
witness regular movements of
armed Maoist cadres as the area
shares border with Odisha,
Maharashtra and leads to the
jungle corridor of Andhra
Pradesh. “This development is
a serious concern. Possession
and operation of drones by
Maoists is a new challenge
which has been anticipated by
security agencies for long. The
issue has now surfaced,” a top-
ranking security official official
privy to the development said.

He said “shoot-at-sight
orders have been issued to secu-

rity forces all across the LWE
affected states to take down such
rogue drones or UAVs being
operated by Naxals.” A prelim-
inary analysis of the incident
estimates that the drones that
were spotted were basic variants
of a four-legged UAV that is
controlled from the ground
using a remote control and is
used in capturing videos and
photos of social events like
wedding and public gatherings.

Agencies suspect Naxalite
cadres have recently acquired
these mini drones to conduct
reconnaissance of security forces
camps, monitor activities inside
and even detect their move-
ments near their hideouts. “Till
the time we have a uniform pol-
icy on countering enemy
drones, it has been decided to
shoot down such objects so that
lives and activities of security
personnel are not at risk, the
official quoted above said.

A back-of-the-envelope
estimate by national security
agencies suggests that India
had over 6 lakh rogue or unreg-
ulated unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs) even as security agen-
cies are analysing modern anti-
drone weapons like ‘sky fence’
and ‘drone gun’ to counter ter-
ror or similar sabotage bids by
these aerial platforms. PTI had
first reported in September that
security agencies have prepared
an official blueprint that states
unregulated UAVs and remote-
ly-piloted aircraft system are a
“potential threat” to vital instal-
lations, sensitive locations and
specific events and a “compat-
ible solution” is required to
counter them. 
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Witnessing improvement in
Delhi’s air quality level

from the “severe” category to
“poor” category, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said as soon as
stubble burning stopped, the air
in the national capital has
cleared up. Air quality in North
India saw a significant improve-
ment on Sunday after stubble
burning in the states of Punjab
and Haryana came to an end. In
a series of tweets by Kejriwal
commented on the strong link
between stubble burning in
neighbouring states and the
deterioration in air quality
observed over the last 
few weeks. 

“A very strong correlation
can be seen between stubble
burning and the spike in air pol-
lution in North India. As soon
as stubble burning began in the
first week of October, the Air
Quality Index (AQI) started
rising. Now that burning is
coming to an end, air quality is
also improving,” Kejriwal said in
a tweet. He said, “Some people
were saying that only five per-
cent of Delhi’s air pollution is
due to crop burning. If this were
true, how did the air quality
index reduced from 500 to less
than 200 today? On the issue of
air pollution, we cannot indulge
in politics. We will have to take
strong collective action.”

The national capital wit-
nessed a dip in pollution levels
on Saturday morning even as

the air quality in the city
remained in the “severe” cate-
gory.The air quality index (AQI)
in Delhi at 9 am on Sunday
stood at 254 against an AQI of
412 at the same time on
Saturday. The AQI in Faridabad
was 228, Ghaziabad 241,
Greater Noida 192, Noida 224
and Gurgaon 193.

An AQI between 201 and
300 is considered ‘poor’, 301-400
‘very poor’ and 401-500 ‘severe’.
The national capital recorded a
minimum temperature of 16
degrees Celsius while humidi-
ty was 71 per cent. In an affi-
davit to the Supreme Court, the
Central Government had said
that stubble burning contributes
only five percent to Delhi’s pol-
lution. “Delhi doesn’t have the
necessary tools to conduct a real
time source pportionment of air
pollution. But the satellite
images releases by NASA con-
firm that as soon as stubble
burning began in the first week
of October, the air quality of
North India deteriorated. Over
the past week, stubble burning
has reduced as per the same
satellite images released by
NASA,” said the government
official. Posting a photo of clear
blue skies of Delhi on Sunday,
he tweeted, “We live in such a
beautiful city. Imagine, if the
stubble burning were to stop,
our skies will look like this all
year round and our health will
also improve. We also have to
work on reducing Delhi’s own
pollution.”
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday assured

an all-party meeting ahead of
the Winter Session of
Parliament that the
Government is ready to dis-
cuss all issues. The Opposition
on their part raised concerns
over economic slowdown and
farm distress and strongly
demanded that detained Lok
Sabha MP Farooq Abdullah
be allowed to attend the
House. 

At the Government-con-
vened meeting attended by
almost all major political par-
ties, said the most important
job of the House is to discuss
and debate and this session
should also be as productive
as the last one, according to
Parliamentar y Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi.
“Government is ready to dis-
cuss all issues within the
framework of rules and pro-
cedures of the Houses,” the
Prime Minister was quoted as

saying by Joshi.
Constructive discussion

in Parliament also keeps the
bureaucracy alert, the Prime
Minister said at the meeting.
“The prime minister, while
responding to specific issues
raised by the representatives of
various political parties, said
that the Government would
work together with all parties
in a constructive manner to
address pending legislations
and frame policy solutions for
specific issues related to envi-
ronment and pollution, econ-
omy, agricultural sector and
farmers,” Parliamentar y
Affairs Ministry said in a
statement.

Leader of Opposition in
Rajya Sabha Ghulam Nabi
Azad, however, was cynical on
the Prime Minister’s assurance
that the Government is ready
to discuss all issues, saying
that when it comes to taking
up issues such as unemploy-
ment, economic slowdown,
condition of farmers in the
House, the Government takes
a different stand.

National Conference MP
Hasnain Masoodi said they
raised the issue of Farooq
Abdullah’s detention at the
meeting and stressed that the
Government is under consti-
tutional obligation to ensure
his participation in the

Parliament session. Former
J&K Chief Minister Farooq
Abdullah was detained under
the Public Safety Act in
September.

“How can a parliamentar-
ian be detained illegally? He
should be allowed to attend

Parliament,” Azad said. He
also demanded that Former
Finance Minister and senior
Congress leader P
Chidambaram be allowed to
attend Parliament, saying
there have been instances in
past when in similar circum-
stances MPs have been
allowed in the House.  

Chidambaram is in judi-
cial custody in the INX media
money laundering case that
the Enforcement Directorate

is investigating.
The all-party meeting was

also attended by BJP Chief
and Home Minister Amit
Shah, Union Minister
Thawarchand Gehlot  and
several senior opposition lead-
ers l ike Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury, Azad and deputy
leader of opposition in Rajya
Sabha Anand Sharma. TMC
leader Derek O Brien, LJP
leader Chirag Paswan and
Samajwadi Party leader Ram

Gopal Yadav, Telugu Desam
Party’s Jayadev Galla and V
Vijaysai  Reddy of YSR
Congress were among those
present at  the meeting.
Paswan raised the issue of
women’s reservation bill. 

Lok Sabha Speaker Om
Birla had on Saturday
appealed to all political parties
for cooperation for ensuring
smooth functioning of the
House. 

After an all-party meeting,

which was also attended by
Modi, the Speaker had said
floor leaders of different par-
ties mentioned various issues
that they wished to be dis-
cussed during the winter ses-
sion from November 18 till
December 13. The Budget
session was the most produc-
tive session in Lok Sabha
since 1952 as 35 bills were
passed. A total of 32 bills were
cleared in Rajya Sabha. 
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Following the breakup with
BJP, former NDA partner

Shiva Sena will now sit with
the Opposition benches in
both the House of Parliament
beginning Monday’s Winter
Session. Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Prahlad Joshi said
here on Sunday. Shiv Sena
MPs are being allotted seats
on the Opposition side in
both Houses of Parliament as
its Minister has resigned and
the party is “working out”
alliance with the Congress
and NCP to form
Government in Maharashtra.

Further, the recent tussle
between NDA partners, Lok
Jan Shakti party chief Chirag
Paswan said an NDA con-
vener should be appointed for
better coordination among
alliance partners.

Arvind Sawant, the lone
Sena minister in the Union
council of ministers submit-
ted his resignation last
Monday. The party said on
Saturday that it would not
attend a meeting of NDA
constituents on the eve of the
winter session of Parliament.
“Shiv Sena’s minister has
resigned from the NDA gov-
ernment… they are not
attending today’s NDA meet-
ing and working out alliance
with the Congress and the
NCP. So it is natural that they
will be allotted seats on the

opposition side in both hous-
es,” Joshi told reporters after
the all-party meeting.

According to sources, all
the three Shiv Sena MPs in the
Rajya Sabha have been allo-
cated seats on the opposition
side, while in the Lok Sabha
it is yet to be done. The
decades-old alliance between
the Shiv Sena and BJP turned
sour after the former pressed
for the demand of sharing the
chief ministerial post in
Mahrashtra. It is now holding
parleys with the Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) and
the Congress to form a non-
BJP government in the state. 

Paswan, speaking to
reporters after an NDA meet-
ing ahead of the winter ses-
sion of Parliament, said Shiv
Sena’s absence was felt at the
meet as it was one of the old-
est National Democratic
Alliance member. “There
should be better coordination
among allies and an NDA
convener should be appoint-
ed,” he said.

It’s a matter of concern
that the Telugu Desam Party
left the alliance first and then
the Rashtriya Lok Samata
Party did. 

“But all of us (allies) will
work together in the upcom-
ing session and more such
meetings should happen,” said
Paswan, who was appointed
the LJP chief earlier this
month. 
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Aday before the landmark
250th session of Rajya

Sabha begins, Chairman
Venkaiah Naidu expressed
concern over absenteeism of
members in department-relat-
ed parliamentary standing
committees, saying, “We must
not let their standards drop”. In
a meeting with floor leaders of
political parties on Sunday, the
Vice President urged them to
ensure proper attendance of
MPs so that the committees
could effectively perform their
duties.

Naidu’s concern come days
after only four MPs attended a
crucial meeting of the 28-
member standing committee
on urban development to dis-
cuss air pollution in the
national capital. The only Lok
Sabha 

MP from Delhi in the
committee, Gautam Gambhir,
also didn’t attend the meeting
and was seen doing commen-
tary in Indore for a India-
Bangladesh cricket match.

“Referring to the reports of
absenteeism of members in the
meetings of the department-
related standing committees,
Naidu urged the leaders to
ensure proper attendance of
MPs so that the committees

could effectively examine and
report on various subjects
selected and bills referred in a
bipartisan and detailed man-
ner,” the Rajya Sabha secre-
tariat said in a statement.

Emphasising that standing
committees are effective
instruments of bipartisan and
detailed examination of issues,
Naidu said, “We must not let
their standards drop. Proper
attendance is crucial for their
functioning. I urge leaders to
ensure proper attendance of
MPs in the committee meet-
ings.”

At the meeting, he
informed the leaders he has set
up a committee to examine
and recommend steps to make
the parliamentary channels,
Lok Sabha TV and Rajya

Sabha TV, more effective. The
objective is to increase view-
ership for Parliament pro-
ceedings, Naidu said. Naidu
talked about the 250th session
of Rajya Sabha and its journey,
and said the upper house,
since its inception in 1952, has
come a long way in contribut-
ing to the socio-economic
transformation of the country
but still has “miles to go”.

He also released a publi-
cation, ‘RajyaSabha :The
Journey Since 1952’ in the
presence of leaders of various
parties and groups.

“Rajya Sabha has been an
integral part of the socio-eco-
nomic transformation of our
country since it came into
being in 1952,” he said.
From passing the Hindu

Marriage and Divorce Bill in
1952 to the Muslim Women
(Protection of Rights on
Marriage) Bill in 2019 (Triple
Talak Bill), from imposition of
additional excise duty on dho-
tis in 1953 to introduction of
GST in 2017, the Rajya Sabha
has come a long way in
addressing the challenges faced
and meeting the requirements
of the nation from time to
time, he underlined.
“We still have miles to go in
letting our country realise its
full potential by making up for
the missed time and opportu-
nities and in respect of the
functioning of the house itself,”
the statement quoted Naidu as
having told the leaders.

To celebrate the landmark
250th session of the upper
house, beginning on Monday,
he said a silver coin of �250
and a postal stamp will be
released. A discussion will
also be held in the house on
the ‘Role of Rajya Sabha in
Indian Polity : Need for
Reform’ on the first working
day.

He informed the leaders
that a joint sitting of members
of both the houses will be held
in the Central Hall on
November 26, marking 70th
anniversary of the adoption of
the Constitution.
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In a move that would ensure
smile on the faces of the kids

born with cleft lip and palate—
a common congenital facial
deformity affecting one of 750
newborn in India—the Union
Health Ministry is preparing
guidelines envisaging uniform
treatment protocol for such
patients who need multidisci-
plinary approach extended
from birth until adulthood. 

The facial deformity
adversely affects feeding,
speech, facial aesthetics leading
to chest infections and ear
problems. According to
experts, a child with such con-
genital deformity needs a first
corrective surgery at the age of
three months with final one
being done when the child is 18

years old. However, in the
absence of requisite orthodon-
tist or speech therapist and
timely intervention, a child
has to suffer dental and speech
problems throughout his/her
life. Prevalent stigma just adds
to the agony of the child.

“We hope the guidelines
being prepared by the Union
Health Ministry will help in
streamlining the treatment as
well as uniformity in procedure
in the country,” said Dr OP
Kharbanda, Chief of Centre for
Dental Education and Research
(CDER), AIIMS Delhi. 

On the need of the uniform
protocol, he said, “The timing
of carrying out certain proce-
dures for repairing the cleft is
very important and almost
always requires doctors from
multiple specialities. For exam-

ple, a lip repair to close the gap
is advisable at the age of three
months; the hard and soft
palate repair is advisable at nine
to 12 months; speech therapy
should start by 12 months;
early orthodontist treatment

may start at six years, while
final surgical correction of the
lip and nose deformity can be
done at 18 years”, he said. 

Hence, said Dr Kharbanda,
“Expertise from specialities
such asGenetics, Psychology,

Nursing, Plastic Surgery,
Paediatrics, Orthodontics and
Speech and Language
Pathology is needed to cater to
each child with a cleft and their
families.”

In this direction, the
AIIMS has recently opened a
“first-of-its-kind” clinic at
CDER premises to provide
integrated care under one roof.
The ‘Interdisciplinary Cleft Lip
and PalateClinic’ is equipped
with the latest state-of-the-art
equipments and facilities where
a treatment plan can be tailored
as per the patient’s need.  

Presently, there are just
210 designated cleft lip and
palate centres in the country
and annually, at least 1.5 lakh
surgeries are being done. 

“But we are still far behind.
A large number of children

never get help due to ignorance
and fear of expenditure even as
a majority of these procedures
are carried out free of cost,” said
Delhi-based orthodontist
Rakesh Malhotra, member of
the Indian Society of Cleft Lip,
Palate and Craniofacial
Anomalies (ISCLPCA). The
Society is pushing to get
February 8 recognised as
National Cleft Day to generate
awareness about the cleft lip
and palate condition.

Similarly, Smile Train
India, the world’s largest cleft
organization, has joined hands
with The Federation of
Obstetric and Gynaecological
Societies of India (FOGSI),
India’s largest association of
gynaecologists and obstetri-
cians, to drive early diagnosis
and intervention for children

with clefts, as early as the
foetal stage by educating
healthcare professionals.

The gap in the lip and the
palate is formed when tissue
from both sides of the face fails
to grow and fuse together.

There are various kinds of
clefts: an isolated cleft lip (just
the lip), or a cleft lip with a cleft
alveolus (the gummy portion
where teeth erupt), a cleft lip,
alveolus and palate all fused
together. 
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India and US discussed the
entire range of bilateral

defence ties during talks
between Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and his US
counterpart Mark T Esper in
Bangkok on Sunday.  The par-
leys were held on the sidelines
of Association of Southeast
Asian Nations(ASEAN)
Defence Ministers’ Meeting-
Plus (ADMM-Plus) there.

Expressing happiness on
the growing relationship
between India and US, Singh
said the bilateral cooperation
between the two sides has
grown across a wide range of
sectors including defence and
security, economy, energy,
counter-terrorism and people-
to-people ties, according to
defence ministry officials here.

Singh added that there is
growing convergence between
India and US in the Indo-
Pacific region and India’s vision
for Indo-Pacific is for a free &
open, peaceful, prosperous and
inclusive region supported by
a rules-based order and respect
for sovereignty and territorial
integrity.  His observation
comes in the backdrop of
China fast expanding military
and economic influence in the
Indo-Pacific region, trigger-
ing concern in various coun-
tries of the region and beyond.

ASEAN is central to India’s
vision of Indo-Pacific. Both
countries are working together

in the area of maritime securi-
ty including elements such as
joint exercises, Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster Relief
(HADR) operations and
Maritime Domain Awareness.

The two Ministers also
discussed a number of other
issues concerning regional
security and bilateral defence
cooperation. The meeting
ended on a positive note and
the Indian Defence Minister
looked forward to have sub-
stantial discussions during the
forthcoming 2+2 dialogue in
Washington later next month.
The inaugural Indo-US ‘two-
plus-two’ talks took place here
in September last year.

Later, in a tweet, Singh
described his meeting with US
Secretary of Defence as excel-

lent. “We talked about ways to
expand defence cooperation
between India and the United
States,” he said.  The Defence
Minister also held a separate
meeting with his Japanese coun-
terpart Taro Kono with a focus
on adding further momentum
to bilateral defence cooperation.

The ADMM-Plus is also
likely to review the evolving
security scenario in the region,
particularly in the maritime
domain.  The inaugural
ADMM-Plus was convened in
Hanoi in 2010. The Defence
Ministers then had agreed on
five areas of practical cooper-
ation to pursue under the new
mechanism, including mar-
itime security, counter-terror-
ism, humanitarian assistance
and peacekeeping operations.
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Indian Oil Corporation (IOC)
on Sunday launched special

winter-grade diesel for the high
altitude regions like Ladakh
which faces sub-zero temper-
atures during the winter
months. The IOC’s Panipat
Refinery produced special win-
ter-grade diesel has a pour
point of minus 33 degree cel-
sius and does not lose its flu-
idity even in the region’s
extreme winter weather unlike
normal grade diesel which
becomes exceedingly difficult
to use in sub-zero tempera-
tures. Inaugurating the supply
in Ladakh region through a
video-conference from here,
Home Minister Amit Shah said
in coming four years the Centre
will launch may region specif-
ic products for the welfare of
the people.

The Home Minister said
new hydro electric and solar
power projects planned for
Ladakh at a cost of �50,000
crore will produce 7,500 MW
power and will be completed in
the next four years. Shah on
said the Narendra Modi
Government is committed to
bring all round development to
the newly created Union
Territory of Ladakh and abro-
gation of Article 370 was the
right step in this direction.

“The NDA
Government led by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is com-
mitted to bring the Leh-Ladakh

region, which was neglected for
the last 70 years, at par with the
rest of the country,” he said.  The
Home Minister said that when
the abrogation of Article 370 was
announced, the Prime Minister
had said it was a right step to
accelerate development in J&K
and Ladakh.

He said bringing change in
the status of Ladakh and
enhancing the budget alloca-
tion, all-round development of
the region has been ensured.
He said the newly introduced
provisions of local taxation will
augment Ladakh’s financial
resources.  Referring to a series
of developmental measures
taken by the Modi Government
in the last five years including
the Srinagar-Leh transmission
line for electricity, 14 solar pro-
jects for Leh and Kargil, Ladakh
University, five new tourist cir-
cuits and tracks for tourists and

mountaineers, Shah said the
people of Ladakh, Leh and
Kargil now enjoy the same
rights and will be equal partners
in the country’s development.

The Home Minister said
the winter-grade diesel will
not only smoothen  travel and
transportation during peak
tourist season in extreme cold,
but will also help in giving a
boost to tourism and supply
needs of the region’s people,
helping in overall economic
growth.  Union Minister for
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Dharmendra Pradhan,
Member of Parliament from
Ladakh Jamyang Tsering
Namgyal and other senior offi-
cials of the Home Ministry and
Petroleum Ministry were pre-
sent on the occasion.

Tour and Taxi operators
and some common people of
Ladakh joined the event

through the video conference
from Leh.  They thanked the
Home Minister for introducing
the new version of diesel that
will benefit the region.
Motorists in high-altitude areas
like Ladakh, Kargil, Kaza and
Keylong face the problem of
freezing of diesel in their vehi-
cles when winter temperatures
drop to as low as minus 30
degree Celsius, an official said.

After being apprised of the
difficulties in this regard, the
IOCL has come up with an
innovative solution to this
problem by introducing a spe-
cial winter-grade diesel which
does not lose its fluidity even
in extreme winter conditions.
This winter-grade diesel also
meets BIS specification of BS-
VI grade and was successfully
produced and certified for the
first time by the Panipat
Refinery on November 8.
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Justice Ranjan Gogoi, the first
person from northeast to

reach the top of judiciary and
credited for bringing the cur-
tains down on the decades old
politically and religiously sen-
sitive Ayodhya land dispute,
retired as the Chief Justice of
India on Sunday. Justice Gogoi’s
tenure as judge and as CJI was
marked by some controversies
and personal allegations but
that never came in his way of
his judicial work that was
reflected in the last few days
when benches headed by him
delivered some path-breaking
judgements.

He etched his name in the
annals of history when a five-
judge bench headed by him on
November 9 brought an end to
the Ayodhya land dispute,
which dates back to even before
the Supreme Court came into
existence in 1950. However, his
tenure in the apex court will also
be remembered for being part
of a presser by the ‘gang of four’
senior most judges in January
last year which questioned the
then CJI’s way of functioning.

Later at a public function,
Justice Gogoi had remarked
that “independent judges and
noisy journalists are democra-
cy’s first line of defence”. A “rev-
olution, not reform” was need-
ed to keep the institution of
judiciary serviceable for the
common man, Justice Gogoi
had said at the same function.
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Mumbai: The Vishwa Hindu
Parishad said on Sunday that
the Muslim community should
accept the Supreme Court’s
verdict in the Ayodhya dispute,
and claimed that Mahatma
Gandhi had made a similar
appeal in the case of Somnath
Temple.

The statement by VHP
general secretary Milind
Parande came soon after the All
India Muslim Personal Law
Board (AIMPLB) favoured
seeking a review of the Ayodhya
judgment.

Parande also said that sim-
ilar disputes about religious
sites in Kashi and Mathura
were not on the VHP's agenda.

"Mahatma Gandhi had
made a similar appeal to
Muslims, urging them to accept
the decision of the then union
government to reconstruct the
Somnath temple (which had
been destroyed in the earlier
centuries) in Gujarat," he
claimed here.

"Gandhi had said Muslims
should accept the decision or it
would give the wrong message

that their attachment lies with
the destructors of the temple,"
he said.

Gandhi had expressed this
view in his newspaper
"Harijan", he further claimed.

"As the court's decision on
the Ramjanmabhoomi is unan-
imous, I think there is no need
for review petition," the VHP
leader said.

Parande also said that the
VHP and other orrganisations
which were agitating for the
temple were now waiting for the
Union Government to set up a
trust — as directed by the SC —
for the temple construction.

"Sixty per cent of carved
stones (to be used for temple
construction) are ready," he
said. Parande was speaking
after inauguration of a hostel set
up by the VHP for poor cancer
patients coming to the city for
treatment.

AIMPLB secretary
Zafaryab Jilani said on Sunday
that the land of the Babri
mosque "belongs to Allah and
under the Sharia, it cannot be
given to anybody".

"The board has also cate-
gorically stated that it was
against taking five-acre land in
Ayodhya in lieu of the mosque.
The board is of the view that
there cannot be any alternative

to the mosque," he said in
Delhi.

Earlier in the day, the
Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind also
decided to file a review petition
challenging the Supreme
Court's Ayodhya verdict.

The SC, in its verdict in the
Babri Masjid-Ram
Janmabhoomi title case on
November 9, said the entire
2.77 acres of disputed land
should be handed over to the
deity Ram Lalla, who was one
of the three litigants.

The five-judge Constitution
bench also directed the Centre
to allot a five-acre plot to the
Sunni Waqf Board in Ayodhya
to build a mosque.

Asked if the VHP will push
for similar decisions on the dis-
puted sites in Kashi (Varanasi)
and Mathura, Parande said,
"We are also doing a lot of social
reform-related work. Our
hands are full now, so we are
not getting involved in Kashi
and Mathura issues."

The focus, at present, was
on the construction of a grand
temple in Ayodhya, he said.

“A prototype of the temple
was circulated several years
ago. We hope it will be accept-
ed by the trust which the cen-
tre will form. VHP will not be
part of the trust,” he said. PTI
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Mumbai: A day after Rajneet
Singh, son of former BJP MLA
Sardar Tara Singh, was arrest-
ed in connection with the
Punjab and Maharashtra
Cooperative (PMC) Bank
scam, the Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) of the city police
on Sunday conducted a search
at his residence here, an offi-
cial said.

Before the search, Rajneet
Singh, who is a director of the
scam-hit bank, was produced
before a court here, which
remanded him in police cus-
tody till November 25.

"After producing Singh in
the court, a team of around
four officials took him to his
flat in Karmashetra Building
in Sion Koliwada area and
conducted a search there. They
were there for over an hour.
Singh's family members were
asked to wait outside the
building during the search," an
EOW official said.

"But what has been recov-
ered and seized from the flat
is yet to be known," he added.

With the arrest of Rajneet
Singh, total nine persons have
been arrested in connection
with the alleged Rs 4355-
crore scam, including three
top bank officials and two
promoters of HDIL --Rakesh

and Sarang Wadhawan, and
auditors.

Besides being a director,
Rajneet Singh is a member of
the loan recovery committee
of the bank.

The EOW suspects a
nexus between some of the
accused and the realty group
HDIL, whose mammoth loan
defaults are said to have caused
a liquidity crisis at the bank,
leading to appointment of an
administrator by the RBI and
restrictions on withdrawal of
funds. The EOW had earlier
told a sessions court that
prima facie a nexus between
some of the accused and HDIL
group companies has been
made out by the investigators
who suspected a "deep-rooted
conspiracy".  PTI

Kolkata: Nine Bangladeshis
were arrested by the BSF from
West Bengal’s North 24
Parganas and Murshidabad
districts for illegally entering
India, a statement issued by the
paramilitary force said on
Sunday.

All nine of them were
apprehended on Saturday and
Sunday from various points of
North 24 Parganas and
Murshidabad districts, includ-
ing Swarup Nagar,
Ghojadanga, Tarai areas, it
said.

BSF jawans also seized 28
cattle heads and 499 bottles of
phensedyl (banned cough
syrup), which were being
smuggled to Bangladesh from
four bordering districts of
Bengal during this period, the
statement added. PTI
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Sabarimala(Ker): Braving rain,
thousands of devotees offered
prayers at the Lord Ayyappa
temple here on Sunday, the sec-
ond day of the annual two-
month-long Mandala-
Makaravilakku puja pilgrimage
season.

After chief priest AK
Sudheer Namboothiri opened
the sanctum sanctorum at 3 am
and performed special poojas
including 'Neyyabhishekam'
among others, the hill shrine was
thronged by large number of
devotees throughout the day.

The 'Nadapanthal' (area
where people queue up for dar-
shan) and 'Sannidhanam' wit-
nessed huge crowd despite the
heavy rain in the evening.

Police Control room offi-

cials said a total of 25,125 foot-
falls were recorded till 5 pm on
Sunday.

"Arrangements were fine..
But the rain was unexpected.
Many including children got
drenched," a devotee from
Andhra Pradesh told PTI.

The temple was opened for
the annual pilgrim season on
Saturday, days after the Supreme
Court decided to refer to a
larger bench re-examination of
religious issues including those
arising out of its 2018 verdict lift-
ing a centuries-old ban on
women of menstruating age
visiting the hill top shrine.

Though the apex court did
not stay its earlier order allow-
ing entry of women in the Lord
Ayyappa temple, at least 10

women, part of a 30-member
group from Andhra Pradesh
were sent back from nearby
Pamba on Saturday as they
were found to be in the age
group of 10-50 years.

The Kerala government,
which had provided protection
to some women devotees who
visited the temple last year, has
this time made it clear that it
would not encourage women
who want to enter the shrine for
publicity.

Kerala Law Minister AK
Balan on Sunday said there was
a "de facto" stay of the September
28, 2018 apex court order allow-
ing women of all ages to enter
Sabarimala temple and the State
Government could act only on
the basis of the court's verdict.

"In this case, a constitutional
Government can act only
according to the orders of the
court. Now we have a new
problem. The question was
whether the verdict of
November 14 stayed the earlier
order. De jure there is no stay....
But de facto there is a stay.

"The 2018 order has been
stayed in effect even though it
was not officially mentioned,"
Balan told reporters.

'De jure' means existing or
holding a specified position by
legal right while 'de facto' means
existing or holding a specified
position in fact but not neces-
sarily by legal right.

The State and temple
precincts had witnessed protests
by right wing outfits and BJP

workers last year after the LDF
government had decided to
implement the Supreme Court
verdict of September 28, 2018
allowing women of all age
groups to offer prayers at the
shrine.

Meanwhile, Devaswom
Minister Kadakampally
Surendran held a high-level
meeting with the officials of all
departments concerned with
Sabarimala and discussed 
various matters related to 
the temple.  He also said 
small vehicles would be allowed
to ply till Pamba and the
KSRTC bus stand would adopt
a queue system and a conduc-
tor would be appointed in the
bus from Nilackal, base camp,
to Pamba. PTI

)�-����
�	��
��
7����
�����$
�	���	��
��
�����
'�	���
	�
����
���	''	
���'��
��
�"�
8�
�	�
��
�	�	�	�	�
����"
��
9���"����
��
�	�	���	�	
��
����	�
 �*�

3��
�
4�5��	�����*�
����
����	�	�������
!����
���
*
���
�


����	��������	�
#98""��

Aformer police officer AG
Ponn Manickavel,

described as the super cop of
Tamil Nadu, is giving sleepless
nights to the ruling AIADMK
and the Opposition DMK lead-
ers. The entire State adminis-
tration has been beefed up by
the Tamil Nadu Government to
make the apex court of the
country not to grant any more
extension of service to
Manickavel and prevent him
from pursuing with his probe
into the missing antique idols
numbering more than 5,000
from the temples of the State.

Ponn Manickavel was the
Inspector General of Police,
heading the Idol Wing (CID)
who was probing the thefts of
antique idols from temples in the
State administered by the Hindu
Religious and Charitable
Endowment Department. Idols
dating back to thousands of
years were stolen from the tem-
ples of Tamil Nadu ever since the
DMK came to power in 1967.
This practice continued despite
the change of Government in
the State in 1977. “The DMK
and the AIADMK indiscrimi-
nately plundered the temples
and shared the bounty. Leaders
of both the parties are rattled by
the investigation undertaken by
Manickavel,” said T R Ramesh,
president, Temple Worshippers
Society, who heads the list of lit-
igants fighting to liberate the
temples from the shackles  of the
State administration.

Though Manickavel, on
reaching the age of 60, was

superannuated from service on
November 30, 2018, the Madras
High Court by a special order
appointed him as Special
Officer for one year to probe the
idol theft cases. The Tamil
Nadu Government wanted him
out of the investigation and
approached the Supreme Court
with a plea challenging the
High Court directive. Though
the Supreme Court upheld the
High Court order, few months
time was lost because of the lit-
igation. “Despite the Supreme
Court’s verdict, the Tamil Nadu
Government created many
obstacles to prevent Manickavel
from carrying out the investi-
gation. During this period,
Manickavel and his team traced
and brought back some of the
idols which were stored in pri-
vate museums and from art col-
lectors,” said Ramesh.

The Tamil Nadu
Government, which did not
provide any office facilities or

other infrastructure to
Manickavel and his team  for
the last one year has again
approached the apex court with
a request for court directive to
the officer to hand over the
charges to Abhay Kumar Singh,
Additional DGP in charge of
Idol Wing on November 30
when the former’s tenure comes
to an end. The State has prayed
the court to issue an order ask-
ing Manickavel to hand over the
records, idol and artefacts to
Singh. A bench consisting of
Justices Ashok Bhushan and M
R Shah would hear the case on
Monday.

Interestingly, the devotees
are unanimous in their support
for Manickavel. “We want
Manickavel to be appointed as
officer on special duty for a
period of two years so that he
could go ahead with the inves-
tigation and bring back the
stolen idols,” said Parthasarathy,
a devotee at Sreerangam. He

pointed out that the Dravidian
political parties have joined
hands together in swindling
money and property out of  the
temples. “ The officials posted
in the HR&CE Departments
are all rationalists and atheists
belonging to the DMK. They
are destroying temple proper-
ties,” said Parthasarathy.   

Ramesh said the Tamil
Nadu Government has devised
strategies to derail the Madras
High Court verdict asking the
HR&CE Department to furnish
the details of the 50,000 acres of
prime real estate property which
has gone “missing” from the
temples. “Though the verdict
was pronounced in February
2018, the Government is yet to
come out with the details of the
missing temple land,” he said.
Both Ramesh and Parthasarathy
are confident that if the missing
idols are traced by Manickavel,
many politicians in the State
would end up in jails. 
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Srinagar: Rail services in the
Kashmir Valley resumed fully
on Sunday — over three
months after being suspended
due to security reasons — as
the train chugged from
Srinagar to Banihal through the
restive south Kashmir, offi-
cials said.

The train passes through
Srinagar station and the sta-
tions in south Kashmir before
reaching Banihal. 

A railway official told PTI
that "rail service in the valley
fully resumed this morning as
the train chugged from
Baramulla towards Banihal".

The official said there was
only one run scheduled for
Sunday, while the train would
make two runs on daily basis
from Monday.

The Railways conducted
two trial runs of the service on
the Srinagar-Banihal stretch
on Saturday and then another
trial run on Sunday morning
before the actual service start-
ed, he added.

Rail service in the valley
had partially resumed on
Tuesday as the train chugged

between Baramulla and
Srinagar stretch of the railway
line.

The authorities have direct-
ed the Railways to ply the
trains between 10 am and 3 pm
only due to security reasons,
the official said.

The train service in the
Kashmir valley was suspended
due to security reasons on
August 3 ahead of the Centre's
announcement of abrogation of
Article 370 and the bifurcation
of the erstwhile state into two
Union territories. 

The weekly flea market
here, meanwhile, witnessed a
huge rush of customers, official
said.

They said markets
remained open around noon,
after which shopkeepers
downed their shutters to join
the protest against abrogation
of the special status of Jammu
and Kashmir.

Few mini-buses have start-
ed plying on some routes in the
city and elsewhere in the val-
ley, the officials said, adding,
cabs and auto-rickshaws were
also plying. PTI

Kolkata: Over 30 para-teach-
ers have launched an indefinite
fast near Bikash Bhavan, the
building housing the state
Education department here,
demanding hike in their
salaries, a member of the
teachers organisation said on
Sunday.

Co-Convenor of 'Para
Teacher Oikyo Manch'
Bhagirath Ghosh told reporters
on Sunday that over 1,000
para teachers are on an indef-
inite sit-in at Central Park, Salt
Lake since November 11.

However, finding "no pos-
itive response" from the State
Government with regard to
their economic demands, "We
are now forced to sit for fast
unto death if the Government
remains unresponsive to our

demands," Ghosh said.
Over 30 para-teachers are

currently on the indefinite fast
since November 16, he said.

A spokesman of the
Manch  said the �10,000
monthly salary of para teach-
ers at primary schools and
�13,000 in Higher Secondary
schools is meagre considering
the present market condition
and in comparison with the
salary in other professions.

Para-teachers are those
who assist in teaching in
schools and are not full-time
teachers.

Last year Education
Minister Partha Chatterjee had
announced a pay hike for
22,085 para teachers at prima-
ry level from �5,954 to
�10,000. PTI
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Srinagar: As Srinagar reeled
under harsh winter conditions,
the Jammu & Kashmir admin-
istration on Sunday shifted all
34 political prisoners, lodged at
Centaur Hotel since August 5,
to the MLA Hostel as the facil-
ity lacked proper heating
arrangements, officials said.

The winter chill took a toll
on the health of the detenues —
National Conference, PDP and
People's Conference leaders
and prominent social activists
— and the security personnel
guarding them.

They were lodged at the
hotel on the bank of the scenic
Dal Lake on August 5 when the
central government announced
its decision to abrogate Jammu
& Kashmir's special status
under Article 370 of the
Constitution and split the state
into two Union territories.

Kashmir Valley, including
Srinagar City, was reeling under
winter chill and witnessed the
season's first snowfall earlier

this month. The seat of admin-
istration in the newly created
Union territory has moved
from Srinagar to Jammu for the
winter months.

The administration car-
ried out required modification
of rooms in the MLA Hostel on
Maulana Azad Road in the
heart of the city to accommo-
date the political prisoners. It
has been declared as a sub-
sidiary jail by an order of the J-
K home department.

Among the political pris-
oners are Sajjad Lone of
People's Conference (PC), Ali
Mohammad Sagar of National
Conference (NC), Naem
Akhtar of the PDP and former
IAS officer Shah Faesal.

Former Jammu & Kashmir
Chief Minister Mehbooba
Mufti was on Friday shifted 
to a Government accommo-
dation in the city from a 
tourist hut located at the
foothills of Zaberwan range,
officials said here. PTI
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Kohima: The Naga Hoho, the
apex body of tribal organisa-
tions in the State, on Sunday
urged all political groups to
come together leaving aside
their past differences for a
solution to the vexed Naga
issue.

It also urged the political
groups to be accommodative
for a peaceful settlement to the
seven-decade-old Naga insur-
gency problem.

A statement issued by
Naga Hoho general secretary,
K Elu Ndang on Sunday said
that the executive council of
Naga Hoho held its meeting on
November 13 here and
resolved to appeal to all the
Naga political groups to be
accommodative for a peaceful
settlement.

The search for a just peace
and honourable settlement of
the Naga peace process has
come about giving a ray of
hope and belief that a new era
of peace and tranquility will
prevail once again in the Naga
society, the Hoho said.

However, the Naga Hoho
is of the firm belief that unless
all Naga political groups come
together leaving aside their
past differences, there can
never be true peace in the land,
it said. PTI
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Citing his relentless fight
against corruption, whistle-

blower bureaucrat Sanjiv
Chaturvedi has sought deputa-
tion in the anti-corruption
ombudsman Lokpal. The 2002
batch Indian Forest Service
officer, who made headlines
during his tenure as the Chief
Vigilance Officer of AIIMS,
Delhi, has written a letter to the
Lokpal seeking deputation to
serve in its investigation branch.

“I belong to a respectable
family of freedom fighters and
my entire career has been that
of persistent struggle /resis-
tance against corruption of high
and mighty of ruling establish-
ment, with unflinching com-
mitment in the face of relentless
persecution of all form,” he has
said in his letter, written via the
Uttarakhand government.
Chaturvedi is at present serving
as Conservator of Forest
(Research) at Haldwani,
Uttarakhand.

Winner of the prestigious
Ramon Magsaysay Award in
2015 for his fight against cor-
ruption, Chaturvedi highlight-
ed in the letter some prominent
cases investigated by him dur-
ing his tenure as CVO of the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi and
when he was posted in Haryana,

and the appreciation received by
him from various
Constitutional authorities.

Four Presidential orders
were passed in his favour from
2008-2014 during his tenure in
Haryana. In August 2015 his
cadre was changed from
Haryana to Uttarakhand on
grounds of “extreme hardship”
faced by him in the form of
harassment for uncovering a
large number of corruption
cases. “We do hope and trust a
situation may never arise where
honesty is punished and cor-
ruption rewarded,” the Central
Administrative Tribunal (CAT)
had said while directing the
Centre to change his cadre in
2015. During his tenure at
AIIMS he had investigated
around 200 corruption cases.
Recently, the Uttarakhand High
Court termed the attitude of the
Central government and AIIMS
as “vindictive” for him and had
imposed a cost of Rs 25,000,
which was not only upheld by
the Supreme Court but also fur-
ther enhanced to Rs 50,000.

In his letter, he has further
said that all the requirements for
the said deputation are fulfilled
regarding completion of a cool-
ing off period of three years as
on August 29, 2019, and that
there is vacancy in Central
Deputation Reserve in his cadre
(i.e., Uttarakhand).
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The changing political equa-
tion in Maharashtra had its

echo at the seventh death
anniversary event of Bal
Thackeray on Sunday, as the
Congress and NCP leaders
made their presence felt at the
“Shiv Thirth” to pay homage to
the late Sena chief, Shiv Sainiks
heckled former deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
and the BJP and Sena leaders
exchanged barbs.

“Shiv Thirth” — a historic
ground better known as the
Shivaji Park where the Shiv
Sena was founded way back in
1966, where late Thackeray
addressed massive Dussehra
rallies year after year till a year
prior to his death, where the
Sena chief was cremated on
November 18, 2012 and where
the swearing-in ceremony of
the new Shiv Sena-led
Government is likely to take
place — came alive, as thou-
sands of Sainks turned out to
pay their respects to late
Thackeray.

Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray, his wife
Rashmi, sons Aditya and Tejas
were among the first to arrive
at the Shivjai Park to pay
homage to the late Sena patri-
arch at the landscaped garden,
developed by the Sena-con-
trolled Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC).

In a reflection of the
changed political mood in the
state, state State president
Jayant Patil, former Deputy
Chief Minister Chhagan
Bhujbal and Jitendra Awhad
made it specially  to “Shiv
Thirth” and paid their respects
to late Bal Thackeray. “We will
make all-out efforts to fulfil late

Balasaheb’s dream (of installing
a Sena-led Government and its
Chief Minister),” senior NCP
leader Chhagan Bhujbal, who
was himself a Shiv Sena leader
till he left the party and joined
the Congress in 1991.

Congress leader Bhai
Jagtap came to “Shiv Thirth”
and paid respects to the late
Shiv Sena chief.

NCP chief Sharad Pawar,
who is playing a key role in the
formation of Shiv Sena-NCP-
Congress Government in
Maharashtra, tweeted: “Late
Balasaheb Thackeray espoused
the cause of self-respect and
helped Marathi Manoos con-
ducted himself with pride.
With his social work and gov-
ernance-based politics, great
oratory skills, straight-forward
outlook, Balasaheb gave selfless
and endless love to his follow-
ers. My sincere homage to him
on his death anniversary”.

Former chief minister and
BJP leader Devendra Fadnavis
arrived at “Shiv Thirth” in the
early afternoon and paid his
homage to late Thackeray.
“Paid humble tributes to
H i n d u H r u d a y S a m r a t ,
ShivSenaPramukh Balasaheb
Thackeray ji on his SmrutiDin
at Mumbai,” Fadnavis tweeted.

Ahead of his arrival, min-
isters in his government
Pankaja Munde and Vinod
Tawade were already there at
“Shiv Thirth”. Together, they
paid respects to the late Sena
chief. Later in the evening,
BJP president Chandrakant
Patil reached “Shiv Thirth”
and paid homage to late
Thackeray.

Fadnavis, who had in the
morning put out a video on late
Thackeray on his twitter han-
dle, said in his accompanying
message saying. “Late Hon
Thackeray gave us a basic

mantra of how to protect of our
self-respect”. The video and
accompanying message
sparked unrest in the Shiv
Sena workerrs present there.

Seeing Fadnavis — whose
relations with Shiv Sena pres-
ident Uddhav Thackeray have
turned sour after the former
denied that the BJP had given
any assurance to the latter that
the rotational chief minister-
ship would be given to the Sena
– leave from “Shiv Thirth”
after paying respects to late
Thackeray, the Sainiks became
somewhat restive and shouted
“Me Punha Yain,  Me Punha
Yain...  (I will return as the chief
minister)” slogan, a statement
that Fadnavis had made at
election rally after election
rally in the recent Assembly
polls predicting his return as
the Chief Minister of the state. 

Talking to media persons
after paying homage to late

Thackeray, Shiv Sena MP and
spokesperson Sanjay Raut said:
“We will do anything for late
Balsaheb Thackeray. Our gov-
ernment will be formed. We
will fulfil the promise  that
Uddhavji had given to his late
father Balasaheb. Shiv Sena
man will become the chief
minister of the state as early as
possible.

When his attention was
drawn to Fadnavis’ tweet
accompanying a video on late
Thackeray, Raut said: “You will
soon get a response to this.
There is no need for anyone to
teach us wisdom. We are
Balasaheb Thackeray’s Shiv
Sainks. No one can teach us on
issues like self-respect,
Hindutva and nationalism. He
(Fadnavis) will get answer for
his comment”.

Meanwhile, former BJP
minister Pankaka Munde, who
is the daughter of late senior
party leader Gopinath Munde,
said: “Shiv Thirth is a place of
inspiration for the Sena and
BJP workers. I came here to
revive my memories of late
Balasaheb. His ideology is alive.
Apart from political relations,
I had family relations late
Balasaheb”.    

Thackeray, it may be
recalled, died of a cardio-res-
piratory arrest on November
17, 2012. A day later, the Sena
chief ‘s mortal remains were
cosigned to flames in the first-
ever funeral held at the Shivaji
Park, in full public view.
Earlier, lakhs of people – most-
ly Shiv Sainiks – had joined a
mammoth funeral procession
of late Thackeray taken out
from Thackerays' residence
“Matoshri” to Shivaji Park at
Dadar in north-central
Mumbai.
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Maharashtra NCP presi-
dent Jayant Patil on

Sunday sent waves of anxiety in
the BJP camp by claiming that
at least “15 to 20” Independents
and other MLAs associated
with the Amit Shah-led party
were in touch with his party
and these would be admitted
into the party on the basis of
“merit”.

Speaking to media per-
sons before the start of the
NCP’s core group meeting in
Pune, Patil said: “At least 15 to
20 MLAs (Independents and
other MLAs associated with the
BJP) are in touch with us. I
would not like to disclose their
names at this juncture, since
such a disclosure would land
the MLAs concerned in a dif-
ficulty”.

In elaboration, Patil said
that several of the MLAs, who
had switched to the BJP ahead
of the State Assembly and have
been re-elected, were “in touch”
with the NCP. “ We are also in
touch with some Independent

MLAs who had earlier pledged
their support to the BJP,” he said.  

“We will not admit them
into the NCP en masse. But, we
will induct them in our party
on merit,” the NCP State chief
said.

Indicating that the NCP
and Congress would form the
Government in alliance with

the Shiv Sena in Maharashtra,
Patio said: “We are in the
process of giving a people-
friendly and stable
Government to the State. There
is no problem even if the
Government formation gets
delayed. But, we would like to
give the people a Government
that will last for full five years”.   
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NCP chief Sharad Pawar
will meet AICC president

Sonia Gandhi in New Delhi on
Monday to discuss and for-
malise issues relating to the
two parties’ move to extend
their support to the Shiv Sena
in forming a three-party front
government in Maharashtra.

Talking to media persons
after his party’s core commit-
tee meeting in Pune, NCP’s
national spokesperson Nawab
Malik said: “Sharad Pawarji
will meet AICC president
Sonia Gandhi in New Delhi
tomorrow. After this meeting,
State NCP and Congress lead-
ers will meet on Tuesday and
formalise our future course of
action relating to the govern-
ment formation in the state”

At the core committee
meeting chaired by Pawar, the
NCP leaders discussed thread
bare issues relating to the for-
mation of alternate govern-
ment in themeeting.

“At the meeting, we dis-
cussed the current political sit-
uation in the state. Since we
contested the elections in
alliance with the Congress,
we discussed as to how we

should move forward in con-
sultation with the Congress,”
Malik said.

Former deputy chief min-
ister Ajit Pawar, ex-Assembly
Assembly Speaker Dilip Walse
Patil, party leaders Chhagan
Bhujbal, Anil Deshmukh,
Nawab Mallik, Dhananjay
Munde, Supriya Sule, Jitendra
Awhad and Sunil Tatkare were
present at Sunday’s NCP core
committee meeting.

Though Malik was cau-
tious in not spelling out as
what exactly transpired at the
meeting, informed sources
said that the NCP and
Congress were in the advanced
stage in fornalising a post-poll
alliance with the Shiv Sena.

“At tomorrow’s meeting,
the NCP president will brief
Sonia Gandhi about the
Common Minimum
Programme (CMP) draft
finalised by the leaders of the
Shiv Sena, NCP and Congress,
seek her inputs and finalise the
draft. Similarly, Pawar discuss
with her and finalise the power
sharing formula that the two
parties will propose to Shiv
Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray for formalising the
Government formation deal,”

a senior NCP leader said.       
Informed sources said that

the NCP and Congress had
agreed to give the chief min-
ister’s post to the Shiv Sena
which, according to them,
deserved the post as it walked
out of the BJP-led NDA to
align with them to form a gov-
ernment.

According to the formula,
there will be two deputy chief
ministers – being given one
each to the NCP and Congress.
There appears to be unanim-
ity on the distribution of min-
istries.  While the Shiv Sena
and NCP will get 14 ministries
each, the Congress will get 12
ministerial berths. As things
stand, the Congress may get
the crucial State Assembly
Speaker’s post.  

When the three parties
come together, the combined
strength of the Shiv Sena (56),
NCP (54) and Congress (44)
will be 154, nine seats more the
simple majority of 145 in the
288-member Assembly. In
addition to 154 MLAs, the
three parties enjoy the addi-
tional support of at least 15
MLAs – most of them inde-
pendents and those belonging
to the smaller parties.
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Bengaluru: With the outcome
of the coming bypolls to 15
Karnataka assembly con-
stituencies crucial for survival
of its government, the ruling
BJP is going all out to ensure
victory of its candidates, most
of them rebel disqualified
MLAs, pitching them as future
ministers.

Congress and JDS, whose
coalition government was
pulled down by the rebels in
July leading to their disqualifi-
cation and paving the way for
BJP rule, have resolved to
ensure their defeat and taken
objection to Chief Minister B
S Yediyurappa projecting them
as ministerial candidates.

Petitioning the Election
Commission on Saturday, the
Congress has said the
Yediyurappa made the state-
ment with a view to inducing
and influencing voters of these
segments for furtherance of the
electoral prospects of the BJP
candidates.

Leaders of both Congress
and JD(S) have said ensuring
the defeat of the disqualified
legislators was their main agen-
da.

Monday is the last date for
filing of nominations for the
December 5 bypolls, necessi-
tated by resignation and
absence of 17 Congress-JD(S)
legislators, subsequently dis-
qualified under the anti-defec-
tion law by the then assembly
Speaker.

Sixteen of the 17 have
joined BJP on November 14, a
day after the Supreme Court
paved the way for them to con-
test the bypolls. BJP has given
tickets to 13 of the Congress-
JDS rebels for the bypolls in
their respective seats.

Expressing confidence
about partys victory in all the
15 seats, though it requires to
win only six to remain in
power, Yediyurappa on Sunday
said he would campaign in all
the constituencies in support of
the newcomers to the party.

Speaking to reporters here,
he said, leaders of some polit-
ical parties have said their aim
was to defeat BJP candidates,
but people would give them the
right answer.

To make Yediyurappa the
Chief Minister and for good
governance, they (rebels)
resigned and came out (of
coalition government). If peo-
ple expect Yediyurappa to con-
tinue as Chief Minister and
want development, if they
desire majority government, Im

confident they will support
BJP, he added.

Referring to Congress'
objection, he said there was
nothing wrong in promising
during campaign that the can-
didates would be made minis-
ters if they won.

What is the crime in say-
ing during campaign that we
will make our candidates
Ministers if they win?...
Election Commission cannot
do anything on it. It is my pre-
rogative as Chief Minister on
who should be made Minister
or left out, he said in response
to a question.

Attacking the disqualified
MLAs, Congress Legislature
Party leader and former chief
minister Siddaramaiah on
Sunday said they should be
ashamed to seek votes.

Our stand is very clear we
want to defeat the BJP and dis-
qualified MLAs, it is crystal
clear," he said.

Supreme Court had upheld
their disqualification and now
people would teach them a les-
son in the bypolls, he added.

JD(S) leader H D
Kumaraswamy, whose party is
contesting the bypolls alone,
too had recently said defeating
disqualified MLAs was his par-
tys main strategy.

JD(S) patriarch H D Deve
Gowda has claimed the Chief
Minister was "perturbed" about
the winnability of disqualified
MLAs and hence he was issu-
ing statements about making
them ministers, with an inten-
tion to lure voters.

On Congress strategy for
the bypolls, Siddaramaiah said
Our effort is to win all 15 seats.
But we will win at least 12, he
said, adding the party would
contest the polls under collec-
tive leadership and there wont
be any rebellion.

A day after announcing
second list of six candidates, the
Congress on Sunday named P
Nagaraj as its candidate in
Yeshwantpur. With thisJD(S) is
yet to name its candidates for
four seats.With the announce-
ment of candidates, all the
three parties are facing dissi-
dence within and have mount-
ed efforts to pacify the dis-
gruntled.

The problem was more
pronounced in BJP as its deci-
sion to give tickets to the dis-
qualified Congress-JD(S)
MLAs has not gone down well
with aspirants in some con-
stituencies such as Hoskote
and Kagwad. PTI

Guwahati: A wild rogue ele-
phant which was tranquilised
recently by the forest department
has died in captivity, officials
said.

"The animal was doing fine
but the keepers here have report-
ed that it died around 5.30 a.m.
today (Sunday)," said a senior
official of the Orang national
park. The 35-year old bull (male)
elephant was captured, after

tranquilizing, from Rongjuli
forest division in Western
Assam's Goalpara district on
November 11. Forest depart-
ment shifted the rogue to Orang
national park on November 12.

While the locals had nick-
named the rogue as Laden after
the late Al Qaeda chief Osama
Bin Laden, it was named as
"Krishna" after he was captured.

The Assam government had

already sent a team of expert vet-
erinarians, including K.K. Sarma
to carry out a postmortem on
the dead elephant to ascertain
the cause of its death.

A team led by BJP legislator
from Sootea constituency,
Padma Hazarika, tranquilised
the rogue elephant. There were
forest officials and veterinarians
in the team who assisted in tran-
quilising the elephant. IANS
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After repeated face-offs with
Raj Bhavan, the Trinamool

Congress has lodged a com-
plaint with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah drawing
his attention towards “misuse
and mishandling” of his office
by Bengal Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar who is “running a
parallel Government in the
State flouting federal norms”
and taking no note of objec-
tions raised by the Mamata
Banerjee administration.

Senior TMC leader and
MP Sudip Bandopadhyay has
told Shah how Dhankhar had
been running a parallel admin-
istration in the State disre-
garding norms of parliamen-
tary democracy. “I have told
Home Minister Amit Shah
about how the honourable
Governor had been running a
Government breaking all the
norms of parliamentary
democracy,” Bandopadhyay
said on Sunday.

“I have told him that there
is no harm if he wants to tour
the State but he should do so
by informing and taking the
State Government into confi-

dence,” the TMC MP added
informing how the Governor
had been taking arbitrary
administrative tours to district
headquarters keeping the
Government in the dark.

Bandopadhyay requested
Shah to summon the Governor
and give him necessary direc-
tions. “I have requested the
Home Minister to call the
Governor and give him direc-
tions in this regard so as to
avoid future misunderstand-
ing” between the Raj Bhavan
and Nabanna (State secretari-
at).

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has directed the TMC
MPs to raise the issue in Lok
Sabha during the Winter
Session of Parliament.

The issue was also dis-
cussed in the all-party meeting
he said adding the conduct of
the Governor and norms
regarding that should be dis-
cussed in the floor of the
House. “It is perhaps for the
first time in the history of
Bengal that a Governor was
conducting himself in this
fashion subverting the norms
of parliamentary democracy,”
Bandopadhyay said.

Earlier the Chief Minister
too attacked the Governor on
Thursday without referring to
him directly though and said,
“I generally do not say any-
thing on constitutional posts
but there are some people who
are behaving just like BJP’s
mouthpieces,” adding, “they
(the Governor) are running
parallel administration in the
State.”

Giving his reactions the
Governor said he as the
guardian of the Government
knew his limitations and would
never cross his limits. “I should
remind from here that neither
the Governor nor the Chief
Minister should cross their
respective Laxman Rekha (lim-
its),’ he said wondering about
the reasons why the ruling
party was charging him with
running parallel administra-
tion.

“Here they say that I have
been running a parallel admin-
istration but in the last fifty
days of my joining the office I
have never seen the face of the
Chief Secretary. If that be so
then how am I learning a par-
allel administration,” the
Governor said.
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Guwahati: The North East
Students' Organisation (NESO)
on Sunday announced that it
will hold protest marches
against the proposed
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill
(CAB) across all the States in
the region on Monday.

All Assam Students' Union
(AASU), which is a major con-
stituent of the NESO, and other
seven member organisations
will hold their demonstrations
in front of the respective Raj
Bhavans in all the states.

"Through each governor,
the protesters will submit
memorandums to the prime
minister and home minister
against the bill, which is strict-
ly against the indigenous peo-
ple of the region," a NESO
release said.

"North East is not a dust-
bin of illegal Bangladeshi peo-
ple. Under no circumstances,
the CAB will be accepted. Our
protest against the anti-indige-
nous CAB will continue," the
statement said.

The BJP is bringing in the
CAB only to garner votes of the
illegal Bangladeshis and the
ruling party is going ahead with
the decision on the CAB on the
back of their numbers in
Parliament, it alleged.

The member organisations
of the NESO are AASU, KSU,
GSU, AMSU, NSF, TSF,
AAPSU and MZP.

The Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill had been
passed in Lok Sabha on January
8 but lapsed later as it could not
be placed in Rajya Sabha.

The CAB seeks to grant cit-
izenship to Hindus, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and
Christians from Afghanistan,

Bangladesh and Pakistan after
six years of stay in the country
even if they do not possess
proper documents. PTI
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Guwahati: RTI activist and
KMSS leader Akhil Gogoi on
Sunday announced that the
Krishak Mukti Sangram Samiti
will launch a series of agitations
against the proposed Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill across Assam
in the coming days.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Gogoi said KMSS and
its three other sister organisations
will launch its agitation from
Monday by visiting houses of
people across the state to dis-
tribute leaflets and other "aware-
ness documents" against the
Bill. "Our stand is very clear that
protesting against the CAB is a
fight for our identity. We will
oppose it at any cost, even by
shedding our blood," Gogoi said.
On November 22, the organisa-
tion will hold a protest demon-
stration and submit a memo-
randum to the President and the
PM "for the last time" through
the Governor that "we will not
accept the CAB at any cost", he
added. "We will also work
towards uniting all the political
parties and organisations. The
KMSS-led 70 groups and AASU-
led 30 groups should unite
against the CAB so that there are
no conflicting programmes," the
peasant leader stressed. PTI
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Agartala: The Opposition
Congress in Tripura has
accused activists of the
Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha
(BJYM), the student wing of the
ruling BJP, of burning an effi-
gy of former AICC president
Rahul Gandhi here.

Senior Congress leader and
former Tripura Pradesh
Congress Committee (TPCC)
president Gopal Roy said the
BJYM activists had taken out a
rally on Saturday and burnt the
effigy of Rahul Gandhi in front
of the Congress Bhawan.

The party has lodged an
FIR against State BJYM leaders
over the incident, he said.

"We condemn the act,
which was planned by the rul-
ing BJP to vitiate the political
environment of the state. We
have lodged an FIR against
three BJYM leaders and would
intensify our agitation till they
are arrested," Roy told reporters
here on Sunday.

Police said the FIR was
lodged against BJYM state pres-
ident Tinku Roy, secretary
Vicky Prasad and vice-president
Joynal Das and the case is
being investigated.

Convenor of TPCC ad-
hoc committee, Subal Bhowmik
said, "Since Independence, we
have never faced such a situa-
tion in Tripura. The ruling
party has stooped so low that
they burnt the effigy of our
leader in front of our party
office. This was a planned move
by the BJP to provoke the
opposition."

Responding to the FIR,
state BJP spokesperson
Nabendu Bhattacharya said the
Congress is making an issue out
of the incident as they lack any
political issue in the State. PTI
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Sir — The proverb, “charity
begins at home” expresses the
overriding demand to take care of
one’s family before helping others.
However, the notion that a man’s
family should be the foremost
concern is misplaced and one that
goes against the concept of “char-
ity” as a humanitarian act. 

Charity in general means
one’s willingness to help others.
But helping those who are really
in need is a rare and noble qual-
ity seen today. If one has to be
selective about his/her generosi-
ty, how will the society benefit
owing to one’s unflinching act of
selflessness? Charity is not just
restricted to financial aid but calls
for love, compassion, care and
other emotions, which combine
to give the act an honourable con-
notation. 

In this respect, the selfless act
by members of the Sikh commu-
nity in Goa to feed the needy
stands out as a gesture that mer-
its attention. Service before self
has been the guiding principle of
the Sikhs and they are known to
attach a lot of importance to com-
munity service. At a time when
communal harmony in the coun-

try is threatened by differences
brought about between various
communities to serve their self
interests, it is refreshing to see
genuine acts by members of the

Sikh community in Goa. This will
go a long a long way in fostering
better relations between people. 

Pachu Menon
Margao
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Sir — The Kerala Government
must be lauded for its efforts to

provide free internet access to 20
lakh poor households and others
at an affordable rate. 

The State Government
believes internet connection is a
basic human right and also a win-
dow to the world. The Kerala
Cabinet, therefore, gave a final
nod to the Kerala Fibre Optic
Network (KFON) project, which
is expected to be completed by
December 2020. Kerala’s gesture
to help its citizens, especially the
poor, to make them part of
national progress is something
other States can follow. 

M Pradyu 
Kannur 
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Sir — The Supreme Court’s deci-
sion to keep the decision on a
review petition on the Sabarimala
issue in abeyance is safe though
it has left the devotees in a state
of uncertainty. The Government
should postpone the implemen-
tation of the earlier order until the
court makes the final decision.

Supreeti
Via email
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It’s certainly true — as everybody
says — that Brexit has divided the
nation. This is generally regarded as
a sad thing: A story of friendships
renounced and families locked in

unforgiving discord. In truth, this appar-
ently bitter phase in our civic life may one
day come to be seen as a golden age of
popular political engagement when apa-
thy and cynicism gave way to real passion
and conviction, when people in the
shops and in the streets argued openly
about the importance of their institutions
and the integrity of those who represent-
ed them.

In other words, it has been an era
when politics mattered to ordinary peo-
ple and the value of a free democratic
polity had never been so clear. But there
is another sense in which the great
Brexit question has had a positive, and
possibly more long-lasting, effect on
British political arrangements.

Two major opinion polls published
recently showed that the Conservatives
now had more support among the work-
ing class people than middle class ones.
This is thunderous in its implications.
Nothing like it has occurred since the
1980s when Thatcherism broke the mould
of traditional party loyalties. Clearly,
this is directly related to the fact that the
Tories are now the party, which unam-
biguously advocates leaving the European
Union (EU) as expeditiously as possible,
which is what more working class voters
than middle class ones wish for.

But to dismiss this phenomenon as a
simple, momentary preference for the
party that endorses leaving the EU, is to
miss its real significance. This is an earth-
quake in the electoral landscape and
almost certainly a moment of liberation
for a whole swathe of the British popu-
lation which once had an almost feudal
loyalty to the conditions of its birth.

I struggle to find words excoriating
enough for the smug, patronising inter-
pretation — that the rejection of Brexit
among the educated professional classes
simply proves that “Remain” is the
enlightened position, and working class
Tory supporters are ignorant bigots. This
seems to me a species of malign class
hatred, which I never expected to see so
shamelessly disseminated in this country
where snobbery has been, for generations,
a benign (often guilty) and largely affec-
tionate social force.

Another tributary of the argument
that working class “Leavers” are idiots
who were duped by populist lies is now
doing the rounds: That it was a pro-
gramme of systematic Russian interfer-
ence that swung the referendum result.
Can anyone seriously believe this? That
Russian propaganda (which was saying
what exactly) persuaded voters who had
enough experience, in real life, of the cat-
astrophic decline of their own commu-
nities, to reject all the apocalyptic warn-
ings of Project Fear and choose what they
were told was economic suicide? Oh
please.

What is going on here? If it isn’t just
about Brexit, and there is a true re-struc-
turing of party affiliations, what does this
mean — and how did it happen? Of
course, it has something to do with the
peculiarly unappetising present Labour

leadership but this has been
anatomised to exhaustion
elsewhere, so let’s leave it
aside for the moment.

What must be understood
by anyone who genuinely
wants to learn from this phe-
nomenon is that the working
class “Leave” vote was not just
about dislike of EU diktats,
and it was not just about
immigration. It was a quite
justifiable cry of outrage at
having been effectively written
off by a callous and selfish
(unlikely word I know, for a
social coterie that thinks of
itself as, above all, compas-
sionate) metropolitan bour-
geoisie. So, in a way, this is still
about class but it turns the old
way of thinking about which
party is on your side, on its
head.

In this, it is very much like
the Thatcher era when a new
Conservative philosophy cre-
ated a completely different
political identity and mes-
sage: Rather than being the
party of those who already
had property and prosperity
— and all the freedoms, choic-
es and self-determination that
those things provided — they
became the party for all those
who longed for them.

Where Labour’s message
to working class people had
been, “Stay where you are
and we’ll look after you”, the
Tories were saying, “You don’t
have to stay in the station to
which you were born. We’ll
help you move on.”
Paternalism went out, aspira-
tion came in.

So resoundingly success-
ful was this theme that it was
appropriated, digested and
re-marketed — in a less coher-
ent but more endearing form
— by Blairite New Labour.

But this isn’t, I hope, just
a question of changing sides
— of maintaining the class
division, but picking a new
team to champion your sectar-
ian interests. To leave behind
the long hereditary link with
a political body that was once
seen as the voice of your
community is quite some-
thing. It opens up the possi-
bility of more choices, more
freedom to do what you
believe to be in your true
interest rather than being
locked into limitations which
can never be escaped.

It gets you past the almost
superstitious belief in the
inherent goodness of socialist
solutions and the inevitable

wickedness of those who
oppose them. Whole new vis-
tas of understanding can be
opened to you. 

Words like “selfish”, as I
used it above, can be re-exam-
ined in a clear light: Are those
middle class, highly qualified
people, who are so enthusias-
tic about the EU, really more
generous and open to the
world? Or do they simply
have a lot more to gain from
the advantages offered to their
professional and business
interests by membership —
rather like the chief protago-
nists, Tony Blair and Nick
Clegg, whose global careerism
knows no limits?

The immediate effects of
this dramatic shift are pretty
obvious: If so many working
class people have got beyond
their resistance to voting
Conservative, then Nigel
Farage is not going to have
much impact on this election.
But the long-term conse-
quences could be stupendous:
Millions of ordinary people,
who can look at today’s argu-
ments and the reality of their
lives, and make their own
judgments about what they
believe.    

(Courtesy: The Telegraph)
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The degrading and devastating
impact of mankind on the envi-
ronment, that influences the

lives of many, be it through  floods,
droughts and earthquakes; has become
a harsh reality of our times. Regrettably,
many lives are lost daily due to the
effects of climate change on the plan-
et. This is primarily because of the cur-
rent pattern of indiscriminate use of
limited resources to support infinite
consumption. One of the crucial caus-
es behind it is the diet composition, that
is aggravating environmental issues
even more. Undoubtedly, our lifestyles,
diet intake, attitudes towards the envi-

ronment and many other habits need
to be revisited in order to protect the
Earth and slow the effects of climate
change. An alternate and sustainable
prospective solution to the problem
could be reliance on vegan products. 

What are vegan products and
how is vegetarianism different from
veganism, is a question that pops up
very often. The answer to this question
is that though vegetarians avoid meat
and meat products but drink milk, eat
cheese, curd and some even eat eggs,
vegans don’t eat meat, eggs, cheese,
mayonnaise, honey, whey, gelatin or
drink milk. In short, they avoid any-
thing that comes from or involves an
animal in any way. More extreme veg-
ans don’t use any clothing, accessory or
object made from an animal like
leather, wool, pearls, ivory-keyed pianos
and so on. Veganism is an extreme
form of vegetarianism and though the
term was coined in 1944, the concept
of flesh-avoidance can be traced back
to ancient Indian and eastern
Mediterranean societies. 

Mahatma Gandhi was a vegan and
despite the fact that he was required to

eat meat products to bolster his failing
health (during the satyagraha of 1918)
he refused to do. According to him, the
harm done to cattle even to increase
milk generation could not be over-
looked. The elementary ideology of
Mahatma Gandhi towards the true wel-
fare of animals and protecting them
from slaughtering and ill-treatment by
humans lays the foundation of the con-
cept. Veganism also considers the way
vegetarian products are produced or
procured. For instance, cow and buf-
falo milk is obtained by depriving
calves of their mother’s milk. Similarly,
hens are caged for egg production
through brutal artificial insemination
instead of being  allowed to produce
eggs naturally, in a free environment.
The same is true for cows and buffaloes
in dairy farms. 

The kind of cruelty animals are
subjected to in order to produce food
and products for humans is unfath-
omable. As per a recent report, to
ensure a sustainable future, every
vegan could do his/her bit by saving
approximately 200 animals per year. 

Apart from the ethical factors, the

benefits of veganism for the environ-
ment are tremendous. Researchers at
the University of Oxford found that
cutting meat and dairy products from
diet could reduce a person’s carbon
footprint from food by up to 73 per
cent. If everyone stopped eating meat,
eggs and dairy products, global farm-
land use could be reduced by 75 per
cent, an area equivalent to the size of
the US, China, Australia and the EU
combined. Not only would this result
in a significant drop in greenhouse gas
emissions, it would also free up wild
land lost to agriculture, one of the pri-
mary causes for mass wildlife extinc-
tion. Plus the savings in terms of water
would also be immense as there would
not be any need to grow more grain to
feed the cattle, they could just be grass-
fed. A recent study conducted in the
Netherlands has indicated that substi-
tuting animal-protein with plant-based
protein could help minimise the green-
house effects. The conversion of veg-
etable protein to animal protein has two
important environmental implications:
The soil’s mineral exhaustion due to
pasture land and the intense pressure

on local natural resources due to the
accumulation of minerals in animal
production fields.

According to the American
Dietetic Association and Dieticians of
Canada, the usage of vegan products
plays a pertinent role in lowering
cholesterol levels and reducing saturat-
ed fats. Besides, it could exert a size-
able impact on the body mass index
that further lowers the risk of cancer
and heart attack.

However, even vegan products
are not free from debate due to the
varying faulty architecture adopted in
the combination of food products. It
has been witnessed that vegan products
may not be a healthy option since they
don’t protect the human body from
various diseases like anaemia, rickets,
cretinism and so on, primarily because
most of the vegan products lack pro-
tein, calcium, iodine, vitamin B12 & D
and omega-3 fatty acids. 

Additionally, if we wholly switch
to plant-based supplements, it might
lead to enhanced consumption of gro-
cery products, displacing natural
resources in order to fulfil the grow-

ing demand that may alternatively
change the land use patterns to com-
pletely eradicate the rainforests.

Various studies have confirmed the
increasing environmental burden due
to our consumption patterns that are
expected to surpass 90 per cent as
against the current burden by 2050 if
we continue to consume non-vegetar-
ian products as usual. 

Traditional ways like organic farm-
ing could be a possible way forward to
ensure a sustainable lifestyle and a
healthier planet. It may be difficult to
turn into a pure vegan but baby steps
towards veganism can help in creating
a sustainable lifestyle over a period of
time.

We should all remember that cli-
mate change is a mere obvious conse-
quence of human activities and way of
life. This might outdo the surmount-
ing planetary boundaries which today
define a safe operating space for
humanity beyond which Earth’s vital
ecosystems could become unstable. 

(Kanojia is in DU and Jain is
Assistant Professor and Senior Research
Scholar, DU)
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Muslims are the second-largest demo-
graphic of India, with nearly 14 per cent
of the country’s population or roughly 172

million people, but they are so marginalised that
their presence in important public spheres is almost
invisible. Muslims continue to suffer great econom-
ic deprivation. Their situation is so dire that, for
them, economic reforms need precedence over all
other amelioration policies. In fact, improvement
in social and educational conditions as also the
much-talked-about gender reforms can automat-
ically follow as a byproduct of economic redemp-
tion. On almost every measure of success — the
number of Muslims in the IAS, the police and the
Army; the number of Muslim-owned companies
in the top 500 Indian firms; the percentage of
Muslim CEOs or even, national newspaper edi-
tors — they lag far behind their statistical entitle-
ments. And then there are millions of Muslims who
live in abject poverty. 

The backwardness of Muslims is depriving the
country of one-fifth of its valuable talent. Economic
problems cannot be solved with civil rights reme-
dies but they could be relieved with public and pri-
vate action that encourages economic redevelop-
ment. The Government has been aggressively pur-
suing the agenda of reforms in the personal laws
of Muslims alleging genuine concern for Muslim
women. Economic backwardness is a much hard-
er and bitter reality for Muslims and the State can’t
turn its eyes away, particularly when it is training
so many telescopes on the community’s social
issues. It will amount to questioning the purity of
the nationalism of Muslims, the same way the
upper castes have questioned the purity of spiri-
tualism of the so-called backward castes. Muslims
have a duality  in being Indians and Muslims but
they have been maintaining  this identity with full
fidelity. Neither nationalism is being compromised
nor religion being abandoned.

The economic agenda is more urgent for the
community than most of the reforms which the
Government is contemplating. The whole chorus
of gender reforms gives an impression that the civil
code is the prime urgency and that it is a magic
bullet for its multiple problems.  Most Muslims see
these social reforms as a subterfuge for deflecting
attention from the most pressing discriminations
that the community is facing on the economic
front. The Government owes an obligation to act.
It makes both good economics and politics, if a
fraction of its new economic gain can be used to
correct the negative trajectory of Muslim reality
in India. The relative economic condition of
Muslims has suffered significantly compared to
everyone else, in spite of spectacular growth in the
country’s economy. Poor Muslims are much
poorer than poor Hindus and can easily be brack-
eted with the lowest Hindu castes and Dalits.
Muslims are stuck at the bottom of almost every
economic or social heap.

In the mid-2000s, the Government commis-
sioned two studies. The Sachar Committee Report
of 2006 and the Misra Commission Report of 2007
highlighted a high prevalence of discrimination
towards Muslims and socio-economic deprivation
among them as compared to other religious groups.

Almost none of the recommendations has
been implemented by any of the Governments at

the Centre. The Sachar report stated that
Muslims have not “shared equally in the
benefits” of India’s economic growth and
are “seriously lagging behind in terms of
most of the human development indi-
cators.” Muslims have traditionally been
craftsmen and the Hindus traders. Most
craft skills have been overtaken by
mechanisation which has rendered skills
of most craftsmen obsolete. These peo-
ple have lost their traditional livelihood.
On the contrary Hindu traders and busi-
nessmen have prospered from the coun-
try’s booming economic growth.

The Post Sachar Evaluation
Committee headed by Prof. Amitabh
Kundu, in its report of 2014, highlight-
ed the fact that the state of Muslim edu-
cation is a matter of great concern. The
Graduation Attainment Rates (GARs)
and Mean Years of Schooling (MYS) are
very low and dropout rates are very high
the committee stated. These can have
long-term adverse effects on the commu-
nity which in turn will have an overall
impact on the larger national economy. 

However, there are several ways in
which the backwardness of the commu-
nity can be addressed. Since the
Constitution and the courts have ruled
out religion to be any sort of criteria for
assessing backwardness, minority groups
were not identified as “backward” for the
purpose of special safeguards for the dis-
advantaged. There are three main rea-
sons advanced: First, it was not compat-
ible with secularism. Second, since
Muslims don’t have a caste system it was
difficult to use the benchmark of social
backwardness for providing them spe-
cial relief. Third, it would be antitheti-
cal to the principles of national unity.

In India, reservations have been for-
mulated on the principles of social jus-
tice enshrined in the Constitution. The
Constitution provides for reservation for
historically marginalised communities,

now known as backward castes. But the
Constitution does not define any of the
categories, identified for the benefit of
reservation. One of the most important
bases for reservation is the interpretation
of the word “class.”

Experts argue that social backward-
ness is a fluid and evolving category, with
caste as just one of the markers of dis-
crimination. Gender, culture, econom-
ic conditions, educational backwardness,
official policies among other factors can
influence social conditions and could be
the cause of deprivation and social
backwardness. Moreover, the notion of
social backwardness itself could under-
go change as the political economy trans-
forms from a caste-mediated, closed sys-
tem to a more open-ended, globally inte-
grated and market-determined system
marked by high mobility and urbanisa-
tion. We are seeing this transformation
at a much more exponential pace than
our Constitution-makers may have visu-
alised. We must actively consider evolv-
ing new benchmarks for assessing back-
wardness, reducing reliance on its caste-
based definition. This alone can enable
newer groups to get the benefits of affir-
mative action through social reengineer-
ing or else, the tool of affirmative action
will breed new injustice. Muslims can
become eligible for at least some forms
of positive discrimination among new
“backward” groups.

India has 3,743 “backward” castes
and sub-castes making up about half the
population. So the potential for caste
warfare is endless. The result, British
journalist Edward Luce wrote in his book
In Spite of the Gods, is “the most exten-
sive system of patronage in the democ-
ratic world.” With such a rich gravy train,
it’s no wonder the competition turns
lethal. The pervasive discrimination of
Muslims in India must compel us to re-
examine facile assumptions about social

backwardness stemming from historical-
ly over-simplified categories. In a larg-
er landscape of increasing communali-
sation, the Government should econom-
ically and socially empower the commu-
nity so that it comes out with its own
appropriate solutions for overall social
reforms. All political parties at the helm
of the Government have resorted to
“strategic secularism” to secure a so-
called Muslim vote bank — an approach
that has stoked resentment among the
country’s Hindu majority while doing lit-
tle to improve Muslims’ well-being.
India’s Muslims will be hit particularly
hard, with further social and political
marginalisation undermining their eco-
nomic prospects. 

Given the size of India’s Muslim pop-
ulation, this is bound to drag down over-
all economic development. It’s silly to try
to consign the great multiplicity of our
lives to one single identity, even one as
resplendent as the Indian tradition.
Instead of a constant search for a uniform
and standardised culture, which can
homogenise the entire population, we
must  strive for a stable and model
democracy — where the colours in the
painter’s palette find full expression.
Therein lies the vibrancy of a civilisation.
Instead of using a binary of Muslims and
non-Muslims, the Government must
adjust its lens and address the econom-
ic problems of the community. Muslims
have no propensity for violence or anti-
national sentiments. Their faith encour-
ages peaceful coexistence and mutual
respect — liberal Muslims have given
ample proof of this. For India to retain
its vitality as a plural society and vibrant
civilisation, this imbalance between
Muslims and others must be recognised
and addressed.

(The writer is Member, NITI Aayog’s
National Committee on Financial Literacy
and Inclusion for Women.)
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Scheme NAV 1Yr%
Kotak World Gold Fund(G) 9.95 32.93
DSP World Gold Fund-Reg(G) 13.53 31.05
Tata Banking & Financial 20.74 29.19
Services Fund-Reg(G)
Sundaram Fin Serv Opp Fund(G) 46.88 27.59
SBI Banking & Financial Services 19.67 24.80
Fund-Reg(G)
Baroda Banking & Fin Serv 25.34 24.52
Fund(G)
SBI Tax Advantage 27.48 22.96
Fund-III-Reg(G)
Invesco India Financial 61.97 22.66
Services Fund(G)
Axis Bluechip Fund(G) 31.61 21.86
BNP Paribas India Consumption 12.58 21.05
Fund-Reg(G)
Sundaram Services Fund-Reg(G) 12.23 20.88
Axis Multicap Fund-Reg(G) 12.58 20.38
JM Multicap Fund(G) 34.89 20.01
Nippon India US Equity Opp 17.08 19.71
Fund(G)
DSP Equity Fund-Reg(G) 42.22 19.58
Sundaram Multi Cap 11.06 19.47
Fund-Sr II-Reg(G)
Axis Focused 25 Fund(G) 30.48 19.39
Sundaram Multi Cap 11.08 19.15
Fund-Sr I-Reg(G)
BNP Paribas Large Cap Fund(G) 96.31 19.15
Axis Long Term Equity Fund(G) 48.96 19.07
Edelweiss ETF - Nifty Bank 3159.66 19.07
SBI Tax advantage Fund-II(G) 39.40 19.03
SBI Focused Equity Fund-Reg(G) 150.66 18.99
Canara Rob Consumer Trends 42.71 18.77

Fund-Reg(G)
Motilal Oswal Focused 25 23.73 17.87
Fund-Reg(G)
Franklin Asian Equity Fund(G) 23.31 17.75
DSP Focus Fund-Reg(G) 25.16 17.65
Aditya Birla SL Banking & 30.55 17.50
Financial Services Fund-Reg(G)
Axis Growth Opp Fund-Reg(G) 11.83 17.01
JM Tax Gain Fund(G) 18.19 16.86
Axis Midcap Fund(G) 39.57 16.66
Aditya Birla SL India GenNext 89.95 16.62
Fund(G)
Franklin India Feeder - Franklin 33.54 16.45
U.S. Opportunities Fund(G)
SBI Magnum Equity ESG 111.75 16.40
Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru US Bluechip Equity 31.02 16.35
Fund(G)
Canara Rob Bluechip Equity 26.71 16.18
Fund-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Banking & Fin Serv 67.41 16.08
Fund(G)
IDBI Banking & Financial 11.14 16.04
Services Fund-Reg(G)
Sundaram Select Small Cap 15.14 15.99
Series-III-Reg(G)
Sundaram Select Small Cap 15.16 15.74
Series-IV-Reg(G)
BNP Paribas Long Term 40.58 15.73
Equity Fund(G)
HDFC Sensex ETF 4247.71 15.73
Sundaram Select Small Cap 10.31 15.71
Series-VI-Reg(G)
Sundaram World Brand Fund-Sr 16.67 15.66
III-Reg(G)
PGIM India Large Cap Fund(G) 176.32 15.60
Sundaram Select Small Cap 10.53 15.58
Series-V-Reg(G)
DSP Top 100 Equity Fund-Reg(G) 220.66 15.55
Kotak Bluechip Fund(G) 246.68 15.52
SBI LT Advantage Fund-V-Reg(G) 10.61 15.49
IDFC Sensex ETF 416.52 15.48
ICICI Pru LT Wealth 11.27 15.47
Enhancement Fund(G)
DSP Tax Saver Fund-Reg(G) 50.73 15.33
Sundaram Select Focus(G) 189.87 15.28
HDFC Index Fund-Sensex(G) 359.18 15.21
Parag Parikh Long Term 26.41 15.14
Equity Fund-Reg(G)
Tata Index Fund-Sensex Plan(G) 99.68 15.08
IDBI India Top 100 Equity 25.51 15.01
Fund(G)
Motilal Oswal Long Term 18.55 14.84
Equity Fund-Reg(G)
Tata Large & Mid Cap Fund(G) 216.24 14.82
ICICI Pru Sensex Index Fund(G) 12.56 14.75
PGIM India Global Equity Opp 19.31 14.74
Fund(G)

Mirae Asset Emerging 56.20 14.70
Bluechip-Reg(G)
Tata India Tax Savings 18.94 14.51
Fund-Reg(G)
SBI LT Advantage 13.88 14.47
Fund-IV-Reg(G)
Nippon India Index Fund - 19.86 14.33
Sensex Plan(G)
Kotak Equity Opp Fund(G) 124.97 14.11
Invesco India PSU Equity 18.64 14.08
Fund(G)
ICICI Pru Value Fund-18(G) 12.02 14.04
SBI Magnum Multicap 50.84 14.00
Fund-Reg(G)
Mirae Asset Tax Saver 18.62 13.93
Fund-Reg(G)
Kotak Standard Multicap Fund(G) 36.89 13.80
Motilal Oswal Midcap 26.64 13.78
30 Fund-Reg(G)
Edelweiss Large Cap Fund(G) 37.27 13.77
JM Core 11 Fund(G) 9.38 13.62
SBI LT Advantage 11.01 13.59
Fund-VI-Reg(G)
BNP Paribas Focused 25 Equity 10.06 13.58
Fund-Reg(G)
Mirae Asset Great Consumer 37.06 13.56
Fund-Reg(G)
HDFC Nifty 50 ETF 1248.52 13.51
Axis Nifty ETF 1226.52 13.48
Tata Large Cap Fund(G) 228.61 13.46
Sundaram World Brand 16.02 13.46
Fund-Sr II-Reg(G)
Invesco India Growth Opp Fund(G) 36.13 13.40
Tata Value Fund-Sr-1-Reg(G) 10.44 13.36
Canara Rob Equity Diver 139.64 13.35
Fund-Reg(G)
UTI Nifty Index Fund-Reg(G) 78.10 13.30
IDFC Nifty ETF 123.03 13.25
L&T India Large Cap Fund-Reg(G) 28.56 13.15
Kotak Tax Saver Fund(G) 45.68 13.15
Nippon India Japan Equity Fund(G) 14.30 13.09
HDFC Index Fund-NIFTY 50 Plan(G)108.69 13.04
SBI Infrastructure Fund-Reg(G) 15.59 12.99
Aditya Birla SL Sensex ETF 377.57 12.96
IDFC Nifty Fund-Reg(G) 24.69 12.93
Tata Index Fund-Nifty Plan(G) 72.17 12.92
SBI BlueChip Fund-Reg(G) 41.22 12.91
UTI Equity Fund-Reg(G) 148.01 12.90
Axis Capital Builder Fund-1-Reg(G) 10.79 12.87
Sundaram Large and Mid Cap 36.67 12.85
Fund(G)
Baroda Large Cap Fund(G) 15.11 12.85
ICICI Pru Nifty Index Fund(G) 115.38 12.83
JM Value Fund(G) 33.44 12.79
L&T Focused Equity Fund-Reg(G) 11.36 12.76
Canara Rob Equity Tax Saver 67.66 12.65
Fund-Reg(G)
SBI Nifty Index Fund-Reg(G) 102.42 12.62
Invesco India Largecap Fund(G) 29.40 12.51
IDBI Nifty Index Fund(G) 21.99 12.40
Aditya Birla SL Index Fund-Reg(G) 116.96 12.38
BNP Paribas Multi Cap Fund(G) 49.16 12.38
Nippon India Index Fund - 19.94 12.37
Nifty Plan(G)
Mirae Asset Large Cap Fund-Reg(G)53.09 12.36
SBI Equity Opp Fund-Sr IV-Reg(G) 15.81 12.29
Principal Focused Multicap Fund(G) 67.31 12.20
Franklin India Index Fund-NSE 94.22 12.18
Nifty(G)
Nippon India Consumption Fund(G) 68.03 11.94
Tata Value Fund-Sr-2-Reg(G) 10.07 11.85
DSP Equity Opportunities 230.28 11.83
Fund-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Intl. Equity 23.07 11.82
Fund-A(G)
SBI LT Advantage Fund-III-Reg(G) 13.63 11.61
Edelweiss Large & Mid Cap 32.49 11.61
Fund-Reg(G)
Kotak India EQ Contra Fund(G) 54.36 11.57
UTI Focussed Equity Fund-IV(G) 10.09 11.52
Sundaram Global Advt(G) 17.79 11.46
IDFC Equity Opportunity-6-Reg(G) 10.61 11.33
IDFC Large Cap Fund-Reg(G) 33.52 11.29
ICICI Pru FMCG Fund(G) 252.43 11.27
Edelweiss Emerging Markets 13.28 11.22
Opp Eq. Offshore Fund-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Focused Equity 61.59 11.16
Fund(G)
DSP A.C.E. Fund-Sr 2-Reg(G) 10.55 11.14
DSP A.C.E. Fund-Sr 1-Reg(G) 10.60 11.01
ICICI Pru Growth Fund-2(DP) 12.51 11.00
UTI Focussed Equity Fund-I(G) 13.97 10.90
DSP 3Y Close Ended Equity 15.91 10.87
Fund-Reg(G)
SBI Equity Opp Fund-Sr I-Reg(G) 16.49 10.86
Invesco India Tax Plan(G) 53.00 10.83
Kotak India Growth Fund-Sr 5(G) 10.07 10.82
Aditya Birla SL Global Real Estate 20.98 10.74
Fund(G)
Kotak Global Emerging Mkt Fund(G) 16.51 10.66
Kotak India Growth Fund-Sr 7(G) 10.69 10.55
Motilal Oswal Multicap 35 26.90 10.50
Fund-Reg(G)
UTI Banking and Financial Services 99.25 10.47
Fund-Reg(G)
Nippon India Banking Fund(G) 282.44 10.42
PGIM India Diversified Equity 13.70 10.39
Fund-Reg(G)
DSP US Flexible Equity 27.14 10.38
Fund-Reg(G)
Tata Mid Cap Growth Fund(G) 139.83 10.37
SBI LT Advantage Fund-II-Reg(G) 14.04 10.27
Aditya Birla SL Global Emerging 13.47 10.27
Opp Fund(G)
PGIM India LT Equity Fund-Reg(G) 14.61 10.26

Edelweiss Long Term Equity Fund 47.74 10.15
(Tax Savings)-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Growth Fund-1(DP) 11.62 10.14
DSP Midcap Fund-Reg(G) 56.11 10.11
Axis Emerging Opp Fund-1-Reg(G) 12.82 10.04
SBI Magnum Global Fund-Reg(G) 178.19 10.04
Kotak US Equity Fund(G) 18.03 10.02
UTI Mastershare-Reg(G) 125.62 9.85
ICICI Pru Global Stable Equity 16.69 9.80
Fund(G)
Principal Global Opportunities 30.50 9.76
Fund(G)
UTI Focussed Equity Fund-V(G) 9.81 9.60
SBI LT Advantage Fund-I-Reg(G) 13.55 9.60
Edelweiss Tax Advantage 41.33 9.56
Fund-Reg(G)
Baroda Multi Cap Fund(G) 99.38 9.43
UTI MEPUS 110.32 9.42
UTI India Consumer Fund-Reg(G) 27.02 9.29
Franklin India Focused Equity 40.88 9.25
Fund(G)
UTI Focussed Equity Fund-VI(G) 10.24 9.22
UTI Value Opp Fund-Reg(G) 62.46 9.22
IDBI Equity Advantage Fund-Reg(G) 28.10 9.21
ICICI Pru Bharat Consumption 10.40 9.13
Fund-4-(G)
Axis Emerging Opp Fund-2-Reg(G) 12.32 9.12
SBI Technology Opp Fund-Reg(G) 65.51 9.10
ICICI Pru Nifty Low Vol 30 ETF 92.13 9.08
Canara Rob Emerg Equities 94.90 9.08
Fund-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Equity Advantage 418.02 9.07
Fund(G)
Kotak Emerging Equity Fund(G) 39.25 9.05
ICICI Pru S&P BSE 500 ETF 156.37 9.04
Edelweiss Multi-Cap Fund-Reg(G) 14.84 9.03
ICICI Pru Bluechip Fund(G) 43.46 9.00
SBI Large & Midcap Fund-Reg(G) 225.64 8.99
Sundaram TOP 100-Sr VI-Reg(G) 12.67 8.99
UTI LT Equity Fund (Tax 88.99 8.97
Saving)-Reg(G)
Sundaram TOP 100-Sr VII-Reg(G) 12.45 8.95
Invesco India Feeder - Invesco 13.66 8.84
Global Equity Income Fund(G)
Edelweiss Eur Dynamic Equity 11.51 8.73
Off-shr Fund-Reg(G)
PGIM India Large Cap 12.71 8.62
Fund-2-Reg(G)
DSP Global Allocation Fund-Reg(G) 13.11 8.47
Aditya Birla SL Frontline 228.96 8.46
Equity Fund(G)
Edelweiss ETF - Nifty 100 286.31 8.40
Quality 30
SBI Small Cap Fund-Reg(G) 53.47 8.31
ICICI Pru NV20 ETF 56.97 8.27
ICICI Pru Smallcap Fund(G) 24.96 8.24
Invesco India Infrastructure Fund(G) 17.49 8.23
Sundaram Diversified Equity(G) 102.19 8.23
ICICI Pru Value Fund-11(G) 12.51 8.22
IDBI Diversified Equity Fund(G) 22.03 8.20
Nippon India Quant Fund(G) 25.63 7.92
IDBI Focused 30 Equity 10.17 7.85
Fund-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Resurgent India 12.22 7.76
Fund-2-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL MNC Fund-Reg(G) 772.59 7.67
Tata Equity P/E Fund(G) 136.70 7.62
UTI Infrastructure Fund-Reg(G) 52.77 7.51
Nippon India Focused Equity 46.56 7.48
Fund(G)
Kotak India Growth Fund-Sr 4(G) 9.63 7.47
IDFC Multi Cap Fund-Reg(G) 94.60 7.40
ICICI Pru LT Equity Fund (Tax 380.16 7.35
Saving)(G)
Aditya Birla SL Equity Fund(G) 741.23 7.31
HDFC Top 100 Fund(G) 493.12 7.31
SBI PSU Fund-Reg(G) 10.55 7.30
Tata Resources & Energy 14.58 7.28
Fund-Reg(G)
Baroda ELSS 96(G) 44.28 7.27
DSP India T.I.G.E.R Fund-Reg(G) 90.90 7.23
Sundaram Rural and Consumption 42.17 7.08
Fund(G)
Invesco India Contra Fund(G) 48.28 6.98
Principal Emerging Bluechip 106.19 6.79
Fund(G)
Nippon India Growth Fund(G) 1110.89 6.76
Aditya Birla SL Digital India Fund(G) 53.38 6.74
Tata Digital India Fund-Reg(G) 14.87 6.73
SBI Consumption Opp Fund-Reg(G) 118.92 6.69
Sundaram LT Tax Adv Fund-Sr 14.93 6.64
II-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Value Fund-17(G) 10.65 6.61
HDFC Growth Opp Fund-Reg(G) 113.93 6.55
Nippon India Value Fund(G) 73.77 6.54
PGIM India Euro Equity Fund(G) 14.19 6.53
HDFC Equity Fund(G) 660.55 6.45
Sundaram Infra Advantage Fund(G) 31.73 6.45
Tata Ethical Fund-Reg(G) 161.98 6.43
Sundaram Value Fund-III-Reg(G) 16.93 6.40
Nippon India Capital Builder 9.96 6.38
Fund-IV-A(G)
SBI Magnum Comma Fund-Reg(G) 36.94 6.31
SBI Magnum TaxGain'93-Reg(G) 143.26 6.25
ICICI Pru Bharat Consumption 10.54 6.25
Fund-1-(G)
Nippon India Large Cap Fund(G) 34.73 6.16
Sundaram Value Fund-II-Reg(G) 16.25 6.13
ICICI Pru Growth Fund-3(DP) 10.40 6.12
Aditya Birla SL Intl. Equity 18.72 6.04
Fund-B(G)
Franklin India Prima Fund(G) 949.94 5.79
Franklin Build India Fund(G) 40.76 5.75
ICICI Pru Value Fund-14(G) 10.73 5.71
ICICI Pru Bharat Consumption 10.59 5.69

DSP World Agriculture Fund-Reg(G) 16.78 1.45
Aditya Birla SL CEF-Global 24.34 1.43
Agri-Reg(G)
PGIM India Midcap Opp 17.80 1.25
Fund-Reg(G)
SBI Magnum Midcap Fund-Reg(G) 70.36 0.94
Sundaram Emerging Small 9.21 0.89
Cap-Sr-IV-Reg(G)
IDFC Tax Advt(ELSS) Fund-Reg(G) 53.90 0.88
Aditya Birla SL Resurgent India 9.61 0.84
Fund-4-Reg(G)
Sundaram Mid Cap Fund(G) 451.52 0.84
Mirae Asset Healthcare 10.50 0.81
Fund-Reg(G)
Sundaram Emerging Small 8.91 0.81
Cap-Sr-III-Reg(G)
HDFC Equity Opp Fund-Sr 10.21 0.05
2-1126D-May 2017(1)-Reg(G)
UTI Core Equity Fund-Reg(G) 59.63 0.02
Sundaram Emerging Small 8.17 -0.02
Cap-Sr-II-Reg(G)
HDFC Capital Builder Value Fund(G)279.07 -0.04
UTI Mid Cap Fund-Reg(G) 98.53 -0.13
Sundaram Value Fund-VIII-Reg(G) 10.57 -0.15
ICICI Pru Focused Equity Fund(G) 28.94 -0.21
UTI LT Adv Fund-III(G) 13.20 -0.34
ICICI Pru Value Discovery Fund(G) 140.72 -0.35
Templeton India Value Fund(G) 238.59 -0.51
L&T Midcap Fund-Reg(G) 130.17 -0.66
UTI LT Adv Fund-IV(G) 10.05 -0.74
Nippon India Tax Saver (ELSS) 53.77 -0.78
Fund(G)
Sundaram Emerging Small 7.93 -0.96
Cap-Sr-I-Reg(G)
Sundaram Emerging Small 9.29 -1.27
Cap-Sr-V-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Bharat Consumption 9.61 -1.33
Fund-2-(G)
L&T Emerging Opp Fund-I-Reg(D) 9.18 -1.45
SBI Contra Fund-Reg(G) 102.08 -1.61
UTI LT Adv Fund-V(G) 9.23 -1.99
SBI-ETF Sensex Next 50 315.10 -2.17
Aditya Birla SL Mfg. Equity 12.87 -2.20
Fund-Reg(G)
Sundaram Value Fund-VII-Reg(G) 8.41 -2.21
DSP Small Cap Fund-Reg(G) 52.02 -2.29
DSP Natural Res & New Energy 31.24 -2.51
Fund-Reg(G)
IDBI Small Cap Fund(G) 8.99 -2.60
Sundaram Small Cap Fund(G) 75.74 -2.67
IDBI Midcap Fund(G) 10.24 -2.85
Nippon India Power & Infra Fund(G) 93.90 -3.10
HDFC Infrastructure Fund(G) 15.38 -3.32
ICICI Pru Dividend Yield Equity Fund(G) 15.63
-3.58
Aditya Birla SL Midcap Fund(G) 268.89 -3.85
Aditya Birla SL Infrastructure 29.39 -4.05
Fund(G)
UTI Healthcare Fund-Reg(G) 81.11 -4.07
Nippon India Pharma Fund(G) 146.31 -4.07
Nippon India Small Cap Fund(G) 38.24 -4.08
L&T Infrastructure Fund-Reg(G) 15.21 -4.28
Sundaram Select Micro Cap-Series 12.38 -4.52
VIII-Reg(G)
Sundaram Select Micro Cap-Series 12.31 -4.55
IX-Reg(G)
UTI LT Adv Fund-VII(G) 8.36 -4.69
SBI Healthcare Opp Fund-Reg(G) 115.59 -4.94
IDFC Infrastructure Fund-Reg(G) 13.84 -5.72
Franklin India Smaller Cos Fund(G) 48.93 -5.78
Sundaram LT Tax Adv Fund-Sr 7.78 -5.89
III-Reg(G)
Sundaram Select Micro Cap-Series 12.05 -6.16
X-Reg(G)
Sundaram Value Fund-IX-Reg(G) 8.69 -6.47
UTI LT Adv Fund-VI(G) 8.00 -6.49
Sundaram Value Fund-X-Reg(G) 8.64 -6.61
Sundaram LT Tax Adv Fund-Sr 8.98 -6.63
IV-Reg(G)
Nippon India Capital Builder 7.42 -6.68
Fund-IV-B(G)
IDFC Sterling Value Fund-Reg(G) 46.58 -6.75
Aditya Birla SL Resurgent India 7.77 -7.28
Fund-7-Reg(G)
L&T Emerging Businesses 22.54 -7.35
Fund-Reg(G)
IDFC Equity Opportunity-4-Reg(G) 7.26 -8.10
Sundaram Select Micro Cap-Series 8.73 -8.38
XII-Reg(G)
Sundaram Select Micro Cap-Series 9.07 -8.63
XI-Reg(G)
HDFC Small Cap Fund-Reg(G) 38.21 -8.69
Sundaram Select Micro Cap-Series 8.03 -9.12
XIV-Reg(G)
UTI Transportation & Logistics 92.20 -9.36
Fund-Reg(G)
Nippon India Capital Builder 7.24 -9.97
Fund-IV-D(G)
Aditya Birla SL Pure Value Fund(G) 46.13 -10.55
Sundaram Select Micro Cap-Series 7.82 -10.91
XV-Reg(G)
Sundaram Select Micro Cap-Series 7.34 -10.98
XVI-Reg(G)
Sundaram LT Micro Cap Tax Adv 7.77 -11.53
Fund-Sr IV-Reg(G)
Aditya Birla SL Small Cap Fund(G) 29.86 -11.62
Sundaram Select Micro Cap-Series 6.92 -11.95
XVII-Reg(G)
Sundaram LT Micro Cap Tax Adv 9.06 -12.06
Fund-Sr III-Reg(G)
Sundaram LT Micro Cap Tax 7.56 -12.18
Adv Fund-Sr V-Reg(G)
Nippon India Capital Builder 6.89 -12.36
Fund-IV-C(G)
Sundaram LT Micro Cap Tax Adv 7.10 -12.90
Fund-Sr VI-Reg(G)

Fund-3-(G)
Edelweiss Mid Cap Fund-Reg(G) 26.66 5.63
Kotak Small Cap Fund(G) 71.42 5.60
BNP Paribas Mid Cap Fund(G) 32.23 5.54
Aditya Birla SL Tax Relief '96(G) 31.47 5.53
Aditya Birla SL Tax Relief 31.47 5.53
'96(ELSS U/S 80C of IT ACT)(G)
Franklin India Taxshield(G) 566.09 5.53
Principal Dividend Yield Fund(G) 54.12 5.52
Franklin India Technology Fund(G) 159.81 5.50
IDFC Focused Equity Fund-Reg(G) 37.45 5.49
Invesco India Smallcap Fund-Reg(G)10.63 5.46
Franklin India Opportunities Fund(G) 72.32 5.43
DSP World Mining Fund-Reg(G) 8.35 5.37
Sundaram LT Tax Adv Fund-Sr 13.72 5.36
I-Reg(G)
HDFC Focused 30 Fund(G) 77.68 5.23
L&T Large and Midcap Fund-Reg(G) 47.64 5.10
L&T Equity Fund-Reg(G) 82.75 5.07
ICICI Pru Large & Mid Cap Fund(G) 325.61 5.07
Kotak Infra & Eco Reform Fund(G) 19.67 4.88
UTI Dividend Yield Fund-Reg(G) 65.43 4.83
Tata Small Cap Fund-Reg(G) 10.50 4.82
ICICI Pru Value Fund-16(G) 11.12 4.81
UTI-Nifty Next 50 ETF 289.74 4.79
JM Large Cap Fund(G) 67.54 4.78
L&T Business Cycle Fund-Reg(G) 15.20 4.74
ICICI Pru Multicap Fund(G) 291.45 4.73
Invesco India Midcap Fund(G) 49.12 4.58
Invesco India Multicap Fund(G) 47.56 4.55
Tata Infrastructure Fund-Reg(G) 54.44 4.19
ICICI Pru Value Fund-15(G) 10.69 4.19
ICICI Pru Value Fund-13(D) 10.61 4.12
IDFC Core Equity Fund-Reg(G) 44.81 4.11
Franklin India Bluechip Fund(G) 458.81 4.10
Sundaram Emerging Small 10.49 4.07
Cap-Sr-VI-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Nifty Next 50 ETF 28.42 3.97
Aditya Birla SL Resurgent India 11.55 3.96
Fund-3-Reg(G)
Sundaram Emerging Small 10.46 3.83
Cap-Sr-VII-Reg(G)
ICICI Pru Value Fund-10(G) 11.54 3.78
UTI Nifty Next 50 Index 10.05 3.77
Fund-Reg(G)
Nippon India Vision Fund(G) 531.59 3.69
Principal Multi Cap Growth Fund(G) 140.98 3.63
IDBI Nifty Junior Index Fund(G) 21.28 3.50
ICICI Pru Nifty Next 50 Index 24.98 3.45
Fund(G)
HDFC TaxSaver(G) 510.81 3.36
L&T India Value Fund-Reg(G) 35.41 3.33
Franklin India Equity Fund(G) 577.84 3.29
Franklin India Equity Advantage 78.17 3.28
Fund(G)
Principal Nifty 100 Equal Weight 71.28 3.06
Fund(G)
Aditya Birla SL Resurgent India 9.48 3.04
Fund-5-Reg(G)
Templeton India Equity Income 45.37 2.99
Fund(G)
DSP Equal Nifty 50 Fund-Reg(G) 9.76 2.90
Nippon India Multi Cap Fund(G) 95.37 2.89

ICICI Pru Value Fund-8(D) 10.48 2.85
Nippon India India Opp 10.66 2.72
Fund-Sr-A(G)
Principal Tax Savings Fund 204.02 2.46
Tata India Consumer Fund-Reg(G) 17.61 2.42
IDBI Long Term Value Fund-Reg(G) 10.29 2.39
Canara Rob Infrastructure 44.14 2.27
Fund-Reg(G)
Sundaram Smart NIFTY 100 Eq 11.73 2.25
Weight Fund-Reg(G)
DSP World Energy Fund-Reg(G) 13.34 2.22
Aditya Birla SL Dividend Yield 158.61 2.21
Fund(G)
ICICI Pru Exports & Services 55.71 2.11
Fund(G)
HDFC Mid-Cap Opportunities 52.71 2.10
Fund(G)
Baroda Mid-cap Fund(G) 8.72 1.99
Invesco India Feeder - Invesco 10.92 1.97
Pan European Equity Fund-Reg(G)
Principal Personal Tax saver Fund 190.79 1.94
UTI MNC Fund-Reg(G) 197.33 1.90
ICICI Pru Infrastructure Fund(G) 49.09 1.89
L&T Tax Advt Fund-Reg(G) 54.30 1.83
L&T Emerging Opp Fund-II-Reg(D) 9.85 1.63
Tata India Pharma & Healthcare 8.99 1.57
Fund-Reg(G)
IDFC Equity Opportunity-5-Reg(G) 9.90 1.54
ICICI Pru Technology Fund(G) 57.31 1.49
ICICI Pru Midcap Fund(G) 93.60 1.49
ICICI Pru Manufacture in India 10.27 1.48
Fund(G)

���!%	;��������� �!��"#$  ���%&!'&(�)*+�,-).



�������� �!��"#$  ���%&!'&(�)*+�,-). ����	;;

*��"+���	�#0+�0
���	����	���	����������	��	����	�����������
���	������	2�	4���	%����	9���	��	���	1�����	#�������	%���
8�����������	��+��	����	��	���	���	#����������	��	%���	8���������� 	��
�	���	+��	����	����	���������	���	������	�����	��	66	%����	���
4�����	��	����	�������	$�������	�����	'�� 	���	�������	����������
'������	�����������	������	����������	��	2� 	4���	%��� 	���	���
����	�������	��	���	$��������	���	%�������	2�������	��	�������
$�������	�����	'��	���	#����������	���	%�������	2��������	�������
����������	'�������	���������	����������� 

8������	��L��	�>������	6�����+	%����	��������	��	��!1	C.<K�
9����������	!������	$������	%������	"��	2����	��	"�������	<I�
C.<K

����	���������	.1��	��������	��	

���	������	"%2#	����������	���	IC��	1��������	2��	��	9���	0������
9��������	���	��	���	���	����	�������	���	�����	����	�����	L���	���
���������� 	"%2#�	���	�������	����	���	��������	��	���	�������	���
������������	��	���	����	���	��	<K,J	���	���	���������	I<	�����	��
�>�������� 	����	�����	2���	2�������	&$��������(�	"%2#�	���	���	#����
�����	���	%� �����	������	������	4��������	$�����	���	���	�����	��
9�����	��	9���	0�����	��	�	�����	��������	����	��	6����	4������
%����	!��+�	9�������� 	%�����	���	����	�����������	�������������
%�����	��	#�����	���	����	�������	��	���	�������� 	#�������������	���
���������	��	����	�����������	��������	����	�����	2��	����	��������
����������	����	"%2#	������	��+�	�����	��	���	������������	���	����
��	�����	��	���	���������	����������������	��	������	��	�����	��	���+���
�������	���	����������	��	���	�������	���	������	��	�	����� 	

��	#7�	��������	��������	��	�������	���������
���	������	��	�����	��	�������	���	�������������	���������	������	��

2���+��	�	����	��	��������	��	���
22��	���	��	��	!����	6�����
����	@���	#�������	���������	���
8�������	%������
#������������	���	#����
8��������	���������	���	22�
�������	���	��������������	��
2���+�	��	"�������	<I 	

New Delhi: Traders body CAIT
on Sunday suggested the gov-
ernment to impose a “mini-
mum operating price” for prod-
ucts, alleging that traders are at
the receiving end of a pricing
onslaught posed by e-com-
merce firms and brands in col-
lusion with banks.

The Confederation of All
India Traders  has written letter
to Union Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal.
“Under the circumstances and
visualising it as a price war, we
suggest it is the high time when
the government must step in and
enforce the fundamental of
Minimum Operating Price
which is the price consisting of
landing price, operational cost
and reasonable profit margin and
below the MOP no product
should be sold in the market,”
CAIT said in the letter. PTI
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India has the potential for
“very rapid” economic

growth over the next decade
which will lift people out of
poverty and allow the govern-
ment to invest in health and
education priorities in an
“exciting way”, billionaire phil-
anthropist and Microsoft co-
founder Bill Gates has said.

In an exclusive interview to
PTI, Gates, the world’s richest
person, specifically compli-
mented India’s Aadhaar iden-
tity system and the country’s
performance in the financial
services and pharma sectors.

The positive outlook by
Gates for the Indian economy,
Asia’s third largest, comes at a
time when it is reeling under

major slowdown amid appre-
hensions that the cycle may last
for a longer period.

“I don’t have any knowl-
edge about the near term, but
I’d say over the next decade,
there’s potential for very rapid
growth, which will lift people
out of poverty and allow the
government to invest in health
and education priorities in a
really exciting way,” he said.

On Friday, 64-year-old
Gates, with a net worth of USD
110 billion, regained the posi-
tion of the world’s richest per-
son surpassing the Amazon
Inc’s Jeff Bezos. The Microsoft
co-founder has so far donated
over USD 35 billion to the Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation
for poverty reduction and
social development pro-

grammes in various countries.
“... Everybody hopes that

there’s really good growth
because the potential is cer-
tainly there for India to have
high growth,” he said. Gates is
currently on a three-day visit to
India to review the work of his
foundation in the country.

India’s economic growth
slumped to an over six-year low
of 5 per cent in the first quar-
ter ending June this fiscal due
to slower consumer demand
and private investment. 

The slump in growth has
prompted many global agencies
to cut India’s GDP growth 
projection by various degrees
for 2019-20.

Gates also hailed India’s
Aadhaar identification 
system as well as adoption of

the UPI system. 
“Well, in all of our areas,

India’s been a key place where
we find innovators and finan-
cial services. It’s fantastic the
way that the Aadhaar identity

system and the overall UPI sys-
tem is gaining adoption, and
there’s some great lessons out
of that work,” he said.

“We partner with people
like Nandan Nilekani to think,

okay, how do the lessons from
India apply to other countries
for things like digital identity or
financial services,” he said.

Gates also complimented
India’s pioneering work in vac-
cine manufacturing, saying the
country has made impactful
contribution in improving peo-
ples’ lives. “When people think
of India, they think of the IT
services and the great work
done there. Less visible but cer-
tainly very impactful for

improving the human condi-
tion is the great work done by
the vaccine manufacturers,
whether it’s Serum, who’s the
largest, but a dozen others —
Bharat Biotech, Bio-E, a num-
ber of companies,” he said.

“It’s incredible that about
half of the (vaccine) units — not
in the dollar volume, but the
unit volume — comes out of
India, and that’s really helping
us get the vaccines out to more
and more children, because

the manufacturing is done in a
very efficient way,” Gates said.

“And so, in some ways,
India can look at that, as it has
goals to do broader manufac-
turing, like, okay, what was
done in this vaccine area that is
allowed it to be the world
leader,” he added. In the last one
decade, the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation has been
working in areas of health-
care, sanitation, agriculture and
financial services for the under-
privileged people in India.

The foundation’s partner-
ships with Indian manufactur-
ers have led to development of
affordable efficacious vaccines
which has enabled different
countries to introduce these
vaccines, said an official of the
foundation.
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Telecom operator Bharti
Airtel has withdrawn its bid

to purchase assets of Reliance
Communications (RCom) after
terming the move of commit-
tee of creditors to extend the
bid submission deadline on the
request of Reliance Jio as
“extremely unfair” and “biased”.

Without naming Reliance
Jio, Bharti Airtel Director
(Finance) Harjeet Kohli in a let-
ter to resolution professional
Anish Niranjan Nanavaty said
his company’s request to extend
the deadline was turned down
by the committee of creditors of
RCom but surprisingly, the dates
have been extended to accom-
modate submission by a bidder.

“Given the complexities
involved in the proposed trans-
action, vide our letter dated
October 31, 2019, we request-
ed for an extension of time to
submit the resolution plan
from November 11, 2019, till
December 1, 2019...
Disappointingly, our request
for extension was rejected by

CoC,” Kohli said.
Bharti Airtel, Bharti

Infratel and private equity firm
Varde Partners have already
submitted their bids for assets
of Reliance Communications,
while Reliance Jio has sought
extension of the asset sale deal
deadline by another 10 days.
Airtel has placed conditional
bid to buy spectrum of RCom,
while Bharti Infratel has sub-
mitted bids for mobile towers.

The CoC extended the
deadline by 10 days and has
decided to open bid now on
November 25. “To our utter
shock, we have learnt that the
CoC has now decided to extend
the submission timeline to
November 25, 2019, until 1200
hours, solely based on the request
of another potential bidder,”
Kohli said. He said since Bharti
Airtel’s request was formally
declined by the CoC, the com-
pany was constrained to submit
the bids under due haste with-
out the benefit of sufficient time
to complete the resolution plan
within the set deadline.

“We find this conduct,

inequitable, questionable and
against the spirit of what should
be a highly transparent process.
To say the least, it is extremely
unfair and rather biased...We
hereby formally withdraw our
resolution plans while reserving
all rights, including the right to
submit our resolution plan
afresh within the new deadline
communicated now,” Kohli said.
RCom tried to sell assets to var-
ious companies, including
Reliance Jio, to clear debt but the
deals did not crystallise.
Reliance Jio cancelled agree-
ment to buy RCom assets,
including spectrum, as it did not
want to bear the past liabilities
of the debt-ridden firm.

Later, the insolvency pro-
ceedings against RCom started
on a plea filed by Swedish tele-
com gear maker Ericsson after
the company failed to clear its
dues. Anil Ambani has ten-
dered his resignation after com-
pany posted a consolidated loss
of �30,142 crore for July-
September 2019 due to provi-
sioning for liabilities after the SC
ruling on statutory dues.

Mumbai: Former BJP leader
Yashwant Sinha on Sunday
accused Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman of “fudg-
ing” budget numbers to conceal
the real fiscal deficit.

Speaking at the Mumbai
Lit Fest, Sinha, a former finance
minister himself, alleged that
Sitharaman relied on estimates
used in the interim budget of
February 1, though the CAG
had later provided revised esti-
mates till July 5, when the
annual budget was presented.

The Finance Minister, in
response to similar objections
earlier, had claimed that every
figure in the Budget was authen-
tic. “She used revised esti-
mates....Because the revenue
receipts had declined so con-
siderably that she wouldn’t have
claimed that fiscal deficit would
be only 3.3 per cent or whatev-
er that claim was,” Sinha said.

“She fudged the figures
and it was so blatantly obvious
that the figures were fudged,”
he alleged. He had called up a
few MPs highlighting the dis-
crepancy, but none of them
took it up in the House, he said.

The bureaucrat-turned-

politician said the country was
in a “mess”, which was far
more serious than what was
imagined six months ago, and
extended beyond the economy.

He also hit out at the
Narendra Modi government
for revoking the Overseas
Citizen of India status of writer
Atish Taseer, comparing the
situation to Emergency, and
added that an era of “personal
vendetta” had begun.

Taseer’s OCI status was
withdrawn for allegedly not
disclosing that his father was a
Pakistani national. The
Government had denied that it
had anything to do with his
unflattering article about Modi
in the Time magazine.

Referring to jailed former
finance minister P
Chidambaram, Sinha alleged
that the Modi government had
also scrutinised all the deci-
sions taken by him (Sinha) in
the last four decades.

He had, still, chosen to
speak his mind, he added. The
current “undeclared emer-
gency” is far more pernicious
than a declared emergency,
the former BJP leader said.

New Delhi: Supporting con-
solidation in the telecom sec-
tor, public policy think-tank
Cuts International on Sunday
lauded Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman for saying
that she would not like any tele-
com operator in the country to
shut operations.

In a statement here, Cuts
Secretary General Pradeep S.
Mehta said the functioning of
all four incumbent telecom
firms is vital to promote com-
petition and protect consumer
interest in the country

“We welcome the Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s
statement that she would not
like any telephone company to
shut operations and want all of
them to serve their customers”,
Mehta said. He said the gov-
ernment’s decision to bail out
the debt laden firms is more
than welcome bu that “this
should not become a precedent
for other sectors.”

“While the Telecom

Regulatory Authority of India
has practiced forbearance due to
a competitive market, it is high
time it establishes floor prices
for tariffs rather than allow
unbridled competition which
has lead to an adverse situation
for some operators, including
the public sector firms”, he said.

“In China, where there are
only three telecom firms,
though all in the public sector,
the price regulator has set a floor
price by virtue of which the
firms cannot enter into dirty
competition”, Mehta added.

Sitharaman attempted to
comfort the telecom sector
saying the government doesn’t
want any company to shut
operations. IANS
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Essar Steel, Adani Group
and State-owned GAIL

have bought majority of nat-
ural gas from Reliance
Industries’ newer fields in the
KG-D6 block at USD 5.1-5.16
per unit but fertiliser compa-
nies skipped the auction that
could have helped save at least
�800 crore subsidy annually.

Essar Steel picked up 2.25
million standard cubic metres
per day or about half of the
available volumes in the coun-
try’s first transparent and
dynamic forward auction that
lasted for about five-and-half-
hours on November 15, indus-
try sources said.

Gujarat State Petroleum
Corp (GSPC) picked up 1.2
mmscmd while Adani Group
and Mahanagar Gas Ltd
bought 0.3 mmscmd, sources
said, adding GAIL, acting on
behalf of fertiliser companies,
bought 0.3 mmscmd of gas.

Fertiliser companies direct-
ly did not participate in the auc-
tion that could have 
helped them replace expen-
sive imported liquefied natur-
al gas (LNG). These companies
buy some 3 mmscmd of gas on
short-term LNG import con-
tract at a price of over USD 9
per million British thermal
unit and another 23 mmscmd
on long-term contracts at deliv-
ered price of USD 11.5 per
mmBtu.

Reliance’s gas that they
will get through GAIL will
come for a delivered price of
between USD 6.5 and USD 7
per mmBtu, they said, adding
had they bid directly and
bought more volumes they

could have replaced expensive
LNG, helping save at least
�800 crore in fertiliser subsidy
annually. Hindustan Petroleum
Corp Ltd (HPCL) bought 0.35
mmscmd and 0.10 mmscmd
went to Gujarat State Fertilizers
& Chemicals Ltd
(GSFC)/Gujarat Narmada
Valley Fertilizers & Chemicals
Ltd (GNFC), sources said. In
all, 15 customers across sectors
such as steel, petrochemicals,
city gas, glass and ceramic got
gas in the tender, they added.

Reliance and its partner BP
Plc of the UK had sought bids
from potential users for the 5
mmsmcd of natural gas they
plan to produce from the R-
Cluster Field in KG-D6 block
from mid-2020.

Bidders were asked to
quote a price (expressed as a
percentage of the dated Brent
crude oil rate), supply period
and the volume of gas required.
Dated Brent means the average
of published Brent prices for
three calendar months imme-
diately preceding the relevant
contract month in which gas
supplies are made.

Sources said Reliance had
set a floor or minimum quote
of 8.4 per cent of dated Brent
price — which meant that
bidders had to quote 8.4 per
cent or a higher percentage for
seeking gas supplies.

In the November 15 auc-
tion, bidders quoted between
8.5 and 8.6 per cent slope to
corner all of the 5 mmscmd
supplies available. 

This translates into a price
of between USD 5.1 per
mmBtu and USD 5.16 per
mmBtu rate at Brent oil price
of USD 60 per barrel.
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The monitoring mechanism
for air pollution should be

strengthened and entities must
be penalised for not complying
with Ambient Air Quality
Standards, recommends the
CII-Niti Aayog report on clean
industry for reducing air pol-
lution from major industrial
sources in Delhi-NCR.

Individuals, organisations
and utilities who own or service
the building and any other infra-
structure in the national capital
region (NCR) cities and towns
may be penalised 5-10 per cent
of the project cost for not being
able to comply with the ambient
air quality standard, says the
report. It recommends a two-tier
monitoring and enforcement
mechanism which includes
monitoring and enforcement at
local level by conducting random
checks through local bodies at
hotspots of air pollution.

The tier-II includes real-
time monitoring and enforce-
ment which needs to be
strengthened by the concerned
state pollution control boards,
suggests the report.

“It is recommended that

competent authority (Central
Pollution Control Board) notifies
under the Air (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act, 1981
that the civic agencies (local bod-
ies, authorities, landowning
agencies, etc) may be penalised
for non-compliance in their
area,” recommends the report.

Such sources include con-
struction and demolition of
urban infrastructure or build-
ings; maintenance of urban
infrastructure; and operations
of public or private utilities.

In addition to penalties for
individuals and organisations,
civic or landowning agencies
may be penalised based on the

direct correlation of estimated
health impact from air pollution
and cost to society.

The proposed notification
under the Air (Prevention and
Control of Pollution) Act, 1981,
may suggest an appropriate
mechanism for attributing
social and environmental cost
to these activities, the report
said. Key anthropogenic activ-
ities addressed in this report
include fugitive emissions from
construction, demolition and
allied activities (manufacturing
and transportation of con-
struction materials) and ener-
gy-related emissions from
diesel generators, thermal

power plants and brick kilns.
The Task Force on Clean

Industry, as constituted by the
Niti Aayog on 5 June, 2017,
under the ‘Cleaner Air-Better
Life’ initiative, was convened by
the Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII).

Recommendations of the
task force are grounded in sci-
entific understanding of sources
and their associated load of
pollutants (PM2.5, SO2 and
NOX emissions) which have
implications for public health.
Consultations with important
stakeholders in the airshed, such
as local bodies and authorities in
NCR towns, construction indus-
try, DG manufacturers and ther-
mal power generators, were car-
ried out to arrive at these action-
able recommendations.

Two key strategies for
addressing these fugitive emis-
sions and energy-related emis-
sions have been outlined in this
report. Fugitive emissions,
which contribute to air pollu-
tion, are emissions of gases or
vapours from pressurised
equipment due to leaks and
other unintended or irregular
releases of gases, mostly from
industrial activities.
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With strong fundamentals,
India’s civil aviation sec-

tor is in its “golden age” and
there is also healthy competi-
tion among domestic 
carriers, IndiGo CEO Ronojoy
Dutta has said.

Interestingly, the country’s
civil aviation sector has been
experiencing lower growth in
traffic compared to 
previous years and there has
also been softness in fares in
October, according to 
industry experts.

The traffic grew just 1.18
per cent in September, as per
the latest available official data.

IndiGo, owned by
InterGlobe Aviation, is the
country’s largest airline with a
market share of 48.2 per cent in

September. While acknowl-
edging that there are problems,
including high taxes on jet
fuel, Dutta said there are huge
opportunities going forward. 

“We are in the golden age
of Indian aviation and there are
huge opportunities going for-
ward... There are always prob-
lems, there are always issues
and economic cycles. (But)
The fundamentals are strong,”
he told PTI in an interview.

According to him, tax on
aviation turbine fuel (ATF) is
30 per cent higher than rest of
the world. Bringing ATF under
the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) has been a long pending
demand of the airline industry.
“Then there are throughput
charges for which we should be
getting credit for taxes paid,”
he added. 

Dhaka: Bangladesh is urgently
importing onions by air as the
price of the essential ingredient
in local dishes soared to record
highs, an official said on Sunday,
with even the Prime Minister
chopping the bulb from her
menu. The price of onions — a
sensitive subject in South Asia
where shortages can trigger wide-
spread discontent with political
ramifications — has climbed to
eye-watering levels in Bangladesh
since neighbouring India banned
exports in late September after
heavy monsoon rains reduced
the crop. One kilogramme of the
staple vegetable usually costs 30
taka but has soared to up to 260
taka after the ban was imposed.

Hasina’s deputy Press
Secretary Hasan Jahid Tusher
said onions were being import-
ed by air freight, and that
“Prime Minister (Sheikh
Hasina) said she has stopped
using onion in dishes”. PTI
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The Government is set to
crack the whip on GST

non-filers with plans afoot to
cancel registration of repeat
offenders. Amid lower-than-
expected GST collection in the
past few months of the current
fiscal, the Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) has directed zonal
offices to go tough on non-fil-
ers.

Accordingly, the Mumbai
office of the Principal Chief
Commissioner of GST and
Central Excise has issued direc-
tives to field officers for ensur-
ing strict compliance.

The development has come
close on the heels of CBIC
Chief P.K. Das expressing seri-
ous concern over non-compli-
ance by GST registrants.

In a video conference with
Principal Chief Commissioners

and Chief Commissioner of
GST and Customs on
November 13, the CBIC chief
had expressed his displeasure
in the progress of cancellation
of registration of entities that
have not filed GSTR-3B returns
for six or more than six return
periods and are liable for action
under section 29 of CGST Act.

“Hence, I have been direct-
ed to once again request you
that the task of cancellation of
registration of such non-filers
of GST returns should be taken
on priority basis and should be
finished by November 25,
2019,” Sukhjit Kumar, an
Additional Commissioner in
Mumbai Zone, wrote to field
officers.

Rajat Mohan, Senior
Partner, AMRG & Associates
said that the GST law 
provides for cancellation of
registration in case of repeat
non-compliance.

New Delhi: It seems that some
people prioritise mental peace
over other things in life.

Under unrelenting work-
load and high tax collection
targets, nearly two dozen
gazetted income tax officers
have called it quits in this
financial year alone.

“The situation in our
department is really bad. There
is a lot of work pressure.
During this financial year,
about 22-23 officers have left,”
Income Tax Gazetted Officers
Association (ITGOA) Vice
President Bhaskar
Bhattacharya told IANS.

Bhattacharya added that
pressure has been mounting in
the last few years.

The ITGOA is an associa-
tion of over more than 9,500
promotee gazetted officers
from across the country.

The lower tax collection
has rung alarm bells among
policy makers resulting in pres-
sure on field officers to collect
more revenues. The income tax
department has so far managed
to collect �5 lakh crore in
direct taxes, less than half of the
total budget target of �13.35
lakh crore for FY20. IANS
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AHong Kong police officer
was hit in the leg by an arrow

and protesters set an overhead
footbridge on fire on Sunday as
they fought to keep police using
tear gas and water cannons from
advancing on their university
campus stronghold.

Police said the arrow struck
a media liaison officer in the calf
and he was taken to a hospital.
Photos on the department’s
Facebook page show the arrow
sticking out of the back of the
officer’s leg through his pants.

As riot police moved in
from all sides, some protesters
retreated inside Hong Kong
Polytechnic University while
others set fires on bridges lead-
ing to it.

A huge blaze burned along
much of a long footbridge that
connects a train station to the
campus over the approach to the
Cross-Harbour Tunnel, a major
road under Hong Kong’s harbor
that has been blocked by the pro-
testers for days.

The use of bows and arrows,
along with a gasoline bombs
launched with catapults, threat-

ened to escalate the violence in
the more than five-month-long
anti-government movement.
Protesters are trying to keep the
pressure on Hong Kong leaders,
who have rejected most of their
demands.

The protests were sparked by
proposed legislation that would
have allowed the extradition of
criminal suspects to the main-
land. Activists saw it as an ero-
sion of Hong Kong’s autonomy
under the “one country, two sys-
tems” formula implemented in

1997, when Britain returned the
territory to China.

The bill has been with-
drawn, but the protests have
expanded into a wider resistance
movement against what is per-
ceived as the growing control of
Hong Kong by Communist
China, along with calls for full
democracy for the territory.

Several hundred people
formed a human chain Sunday
in central Hong Kong in a peace-
ful rally in support of the move-
ment.
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The US and South Korea will
postpone joint air drills in an

“act of goodwill” towards the
nuclear-armed North, US
Defence Secretary Mark Esper
said Sunday, after months of
deadlocked diplomacy with
Pyongyang.

North Korea has long
protested joint military drills,
which it condemns as prepa-
rations for invasion, and has
set Washington an end-of-
year deadline to come up with
a new offer in deadlocked
negotiations on its weapons
programmes.

The US and South Korea
last year cancelled several joint
drills in the wake of the
Singapore summit between
President Donald Trump and the

North’s leader Kim Jong Un, but
are due to carry out a combined
air exercise later this month.

But the joint air drills set for
later this month will now be
postponed, Esper said.

“We have made this deci-
sion as an act of goodwill to con-
tribute to an environment con-
ducive to diplomacy and the
advancement of peace,” he told
reporters on the sidelines of a
meeting of defence ministers in
the Thai capital.

He urged Pyongyang to
return to negotiations and
“demonstrate the same goodwill
as it considers decisions on con-
ducting training, exercises and
testing”. Esper said the decision
to delay the drills was not a con-
cession but an effort to create
“some more space” for diplomats
to strike an agreement.

London: UK Prime Minister
Boris Johnson has extended his
lead over opposition Labour
Part leader Jeremy Corbyn as he
strengthens the ruling
Conservatives’ grip on working-
class voters ahead of the
December 12 general election, a
new poll has revealed.

This week’s Deltapoll survey
for The Mail on Sunday gave the
Conservatives a 15-point lead,
up from 12 points last week,
with the ruling party on 45 per
cent and Labour on 30 per
cent.

Johnson now will need to
pick up a string of Labour-held
seats in northern working-class
areas if he is to return to
Downing Street with a healthy
majority.

The poll suggested that his
clear pro-Brexit policy, unlike
Corbyn’s contortions on the
issue, were winning him support
in the Leave-backing areas.

A lweek on the campaign
train for the Prime Minister has
helped his net approval score
move back into positive territo-
ry, at plus 4 - a thumping 47
points higher than Corbyn.

But if the Labour leader puts
in an unexpectedly strong per-
formance during the televised

Election debates, starting with
his head- to-head showdown
with Johnson on ITV on
Tuesday night, it could give
him a boost.

Meanwhile, the revolt by
Nigel Farage’s Brexit Party can-
didates - many of whom pulled
out of contests rather than risk
splitting the Conservative vote in
key marginals - has left his
party marooned on 6 per cent,
according to the poll. IANS
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Venice was braced Sunday
for an unprecedented

third major flooding in less
than a week, with sea water
due to swamp the already
devastated historic city where
authorities have declared a
state of emergency.

The city forecast “acqua
alta”, or high water, of 160
centimetres (over five feet) for
1200 GMT, lower than
Tuesday’s 187 centimetres --

the highest level in half a cen-
tury -- but still dangerous.

“Maximum attention for
today’s tide,” tweeted mayor
Luigi Brugnaro, who has esti-
mated damage so far from the
invading salt water at over one
billion euros (dollars).

“The safety apparatus has
been activated. Thanks to all
those who are looking after
Venice and intervene when
needed.” The renewed threat
from exceptionally intense
high tides came after a brief

respite on Saturday, with vis-
itors on Sunday morning hav-
ing to walk a long 
improvised gangways on St
Mark’s Square as the waters
rose yet again.

The top tourist site had
been shut for several hours on
Friday as strong storms and
winds battered the region,
leaving it submerged by sea
surges. Churches, shops and
homes have also been inun-
dated in the city, a UNESCO
World Heritage site.
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Air strikes by Syrian regime
ally Russia on Sunday

killed nine civilians in the
jihadist-run enclave of Idlib in
the northwest of the country, a
war monitor said.

Five of the victims died in
the village of Al-Malaja in
southern Idlib province while
the other four were killed in
raids on the town of Saraqeb in
the east, according to the Syrian
Observatory for Human
Rights.

A number of people were

wounded, some seriously, the
monitor’s head Rami Abdel
Rahman told AFP, though he
was unable to say how many.

The Idlib region, home to
around three million people
including many displaced by
Syria’s eight-year civil war, is
controlled by the country’s for-
mer Al-Qaeda affiliate.

The Hayat Tahrir al-Sham
jihadist alliance also controls
parts of neighbouring Aleppo
and Latakia provinces.

The region is one of the last
holdouts of opposition to forces
of Syrian President Bashar al-

Assad.
A ceasefire announced by

Russia has largely held since
late August.

But the Observatory says
48 civilians -- including 16 chil-
dren -- have been killed in
Russian air strikes on the
region since the start of
November.

The Britain-based monitor,
which relies on sources inside
Syria, says it determines who
carries out an air strike accord-
ing to flight patterns, as well as
aircraft and the munitions
involved.

Bethesda (Maryland): President
Donald Trump was at Walter
Reed National Medical Center
on Saturday for what the White
House said were medical tests as
part of his annual physical.

The appointment wasn’t on
his weekend public schedule that
was released Friday night, and
his last physical was in February.

Press secretary Stephanie
Grisham said the 73-year-old
Trump was “anticipating a very
busy 2020’’ and wanted to take
advantage of “a free weekend’’ in
Washington to begin “portions
of his routine’’ checkup. 

She was not more specific
about the testing.

The February checkup
showed he had put on some
pounds and was now officially
considered obese. His Body
Mass Index was 30.4. His weight
was 243 pounds and he was 6
feet, 3 inches tall.

Trump spent more than
four hours at Walter Reed on
Feb. 8 for his most recent check-
up, supervised by Dr. Sean P
Conley, his physician, and
involving a panel of 11 special-
ists. AP
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Atop US official restricted
access to the summary of

Donald Trump’s Ukraine call
that triggered an impeachment
probe, fearing it would damage
the president, testimony released
on Saturday showed.

WH Ukraine expert
Timothy Morrison told House
investigators he knew immedi-
ately how sensitive the call was
when he heard Trump press
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr
Zelensky to investigate former
US vice president Joe Biden.

“I recommended... That we
restrict access to the package,”
said Morrison, who left the
National Security Council the
day before testifying.

The conversation, which
took place on July 25 while the
White House was withholding
military aid to Ukraine, is cen-
tral to the House impeachment
inquiry into Trump.

Democrats leading the
probe say the call summary
shows the president abused his
office by bullying a vulnerable
ally into interfering on his behalf
in the 2020 US election.

“The testimony released
today shows that President
Trump’s July 25 phone call with
Ukrainian President Zelensky
immediately set off alarm bells
throughout the White House,”
Adam Schiff, the congressman
leading the inquiry, said in a
statement released jointly with
other senior Democrats.

Morrison said however the
summary had been placed on a
highly classified system due to a
“mistake” by White House staff
— casting doubt on allegations
that it was squirreled away as part
of a deliberate cover-up.

He also broke with other
witnesses who have spoken out
against the call, telling House
investigators he heard nothing
wrong. “In your view there was
nothing improper that occurred
during the call?” the Republican’s
lead counsel asked Morrison.
“Correct,” he replied.

House investigators also
released testimony from Jennifer
Williams, Vice President Mike
Pence’s special advisor for Europe
and Russia, who told lawmakers
Trump’s push for Ukraine to
open investigations was “unusu-
al and inappropriate.”

Las Vegas: Former Vice
President Joe Biden brought an
alarmist warning to a diverse
crowd of Democrats late
Saturday in early-caucus Nevada
during a town hall at an ele-
mentary school in a historical-
ly minority Las Vegas neigh-
borhood.

Biden opened the event
saying that as long as Donald  is
president, the security and future
of the United States is at risk. “As
long as he’s there, everything we
care about as a nation, and the
issues we care about, are in the
balance,” Biden said.

Trump state campaign chief
Adam Laxalt responded that
voters in 2020 will reject Biden
and the Democratic “extremist
liberal vision for America” and
“choose freedom and econom-
ic growth instead.” 

With fewer than 100 days
before Nevada Democratic party
caucuses, Biden is among the
front-runners in crowded field
of Democratic candidates for
president. His evening appear-
ance drew more than 250 peo-
ple one day before Biden and
most other Democratic presi-
dential candidates are due to
attend a campaign event at a Las

Vegas Strip resort. Biden skipped
another Democratic party event
in the Los Angeles-area city of
Long Beach to be in Nevada.

He also plans to fly Sunday
to a campaign event in Elko, a
ranching hub in northeast
Nevada and home to the annu-
al midwinter National Cowboy
Poetry Gathering.

Many in his Las Vegas audi-
ence said they knew who and
what they were going to see.

“We’ve got to take this coun-
try back from Donald Trump,”
said David Humdy, 71, a retired
Disney TV executive who lives
in Las Vegas. Humdy said he has
been to several Biden rallies
since Biden announced his bid
for president.

“I honestly believe he’s the
only one who can beat Donald
Trump,” Humdy said. “It’s
because of his experience. I
think people know they can rely
on Joe Biden.” Abel Figueroa, a
retired Las Vegas construction 

worker, said he and his
daughters, Sylvia and Isabel
Figueroa, were willing to spend
their weekend evening at the
Biden event “to help spread the
word to others who are not
here.”  AP
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Sri Lanka’s controversial
wartime defence secretary

Gotabaya Rajapaksa will lead
the country after ruling party
candidate Sajith Premadasa
conceded the hotly contested
presidential poll on Sunday,
marking the return of the pow-
erful Rajapaksa dynasty known
for its pro-China tilt, amidst
security challenges following
the Easter Sunday terror attacks
that killed 269 people.

Rajapaksa, 70, defeated
Premadasa, 52, by more than 13
lakh votes, according to the offi-
cial results.

Rajapaksa, who will succeed
President Maithripala Sirisena
for a five-year term, will be
sworn in as the seventh execu-
tive president of Sri Lanka on
Monday at the ancient north
central town of Anuradhapura.

He will be the second mem-

ber from the Rajapaksa family
to become the president. His
older brother Mahinda
Rajapaksa was president from
2005 to 2015.

Rajapaksa secured 52.25
per cent votes (6,924,255), while
Premadasa bagged 41.99 per
cent  (5,564,239) of the total
votes polled, the election com-

mission said.
Other candidates got 5.76

per cent votes.

The overall voter turnout at
the election was around 83.73
per cent, Elections Commission
Chairman Mahinda Deshapriya
said.

Following his win,
Rajapaksa urged his supporters
to “rejoice peacefully”.

“As we usher in a new jour-
ney for Sri Lanka, we must
remember that all Sri Lankans
are part of this journey. Let us
rejoice peacefully, with dignity
and discipline in the same man-
ner in which we campaigned,”
the retired lieutenant colonel
said in a tweet.

Rajapaksa had vowed to
“restore relations” with Sri
Lanka’s top lender, China, if he
wins the election, despite inter-
national concerns over the
island nation’s financial debt to
the Asian superpower.

Premadasa, meanwhile, was
considered leaning more
towards India and the US.
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Colombo: Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, who emerged vic-
torious in Sri Lanka’s presi-
dential election, thanked the
people of India and 
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for his warm wishes,
saying he looks forward to
strengthening the friendship
and meeting him in the near
future.

Rajapaksa, 70, a contro-
versial wartime defence sec-
retary, is all set to lead Sri
Lanka for five years after rul-

ing party candidate Sajith
Premadasa conceded the poll,
marking the return of the
powerful Rajapaksa dynasty.

He will succeed President
Maithripala Sirisena who did
not seek a second term. 

Prime Minister Modi
congratulated Rajapaksa for
winning the Sri Lankan pres-
idential polls and said he
looks forward to further deep-
en relations between the two
nations.

PTI
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Gotabaya Rajapaksa, the
man who ruthlessly ended

Sri Lanka’s nearly 30-year
civil war with the LTTE, is
both a controversial and a
respected figure in the
island nation where he is
considered a “war hero” by
the Sinhalese Buddhist
majority, but mostly distrusted
by the minority Tamils.

The 70-year-old politician,
who as a former military man

attended the counter-insur-
gency and jungle warfare
school in Assam in 1980,
served as the defence secretary

during his elder brother
Mahinda Rajapaksa’s
tenure as president from
2005 to 2014.

In 1983, he also gained
a masters in Defence
Studies from the

University of Madras.
Rajapaksa visited India in

2012 and 2013 in his capacity
as the defence secretary.

While families of ethnic
Tamils killed or disappeared
during the civil war accuse
Rajapaksa of war crimes,
Muslims fear his popularity
among Sinhalese Buddhists
will further deepen the divide
between the two communities
post the Easter Sunday attacks
carried out by Islamist extrem-
ists that claimed 269 lives.

The Hindus and Muslims
together constitute approxi-
mately 20 per cent of Sri
Lanka’s population.
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London: A US businesswoman
at the centre of controversy over
whether Boris Johnson showed
her inappropriate favouritism
amid an alleged affair said on
Sunday she had been left “heart-
broken” and “humiliated” by
the British Prime Minister.

Jennifer Arcuri, who is
accused of getting privileged
access to foreign trade jaunts and
grants when Johnson was pre-
viously London mayor, told
Britain’s ITV he was treating her

like “some fleeting one-night
stand”.

The technology entrepre-
neur said the British premier,
now campaigning for re-election,
had rebuffed her requests “for
advice” after the scandal erupt-
ed in September.

“I’m terribly heartbroken
by the way that you have cast me
aside like I am some gremlin,”
Arcuri, addressing Johnson
directly, told ITV’s Exposure
programme. AFP
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Frankfurt am Main: An Air
Namibia plane collided with a
Korean Air jet after landing at
Frankfurt airport on Saturday
evening, officials said, adding
that no one was injured.

Both aircraft were damaged
in what Air Namibia on Sunday
called “a minor accident”.

A spokeswoman for
Frankfurt airport said the inci-
dent happened at around 6:00
pm (1700 GMT) on Saturday.
She said no one was injured and
the reasons for the crash remain

unclear.
“The left wing of an Air

Namibia plane collided with the
horizontal stabiliser of Korean
Air flight KE905 as it was wait-
ing on the taxiway after land-
ing,” Korean Air said in a state-
ment.

The Korean Air plane was
carrying 241 passengers and 40
crew at the time, it said.

“We confirm that no pas-
sengers and crew were hurt,” Air
Namibia added in its own state-
ment. AFP
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Avery persistent question that has
been the subject of an age-old con-

troversy is — are religion and politics
two exclusively distinct areas of human
activity? Should religion be kept away
from politics or should it play a role in
the affairs of the state? When one
reviews the important events of the
recent past across the country, one
would say that religion should be be
separated from politics. But when we
dig deeper and look at an overall view
of the present-world situation, we feel
that if religion is kept out of politics,
the state will be deprived of a more
benign and humanitarian role. The
state will then be reduced to being a
mere law-making, law-enforcing and
punishing agency or to a financing and
distributing agent and defense-keep-
ing sentry.

One also comes to the conclusion
that the events that took place in some
parts of India recently are more due to
dirty politics than just religion.
Religion, in this case, has just been used
as a tool but the real force at work is
the feeling of hatred and the motive of
political gain. Some calm and detached
thinking would further reveal that
unprincipled politics has penetrated
religion, which, in its purest form,
inspires good-will towards all. Religion,
which employs justice, promotes fair
play and non-violence in one’s dealings
for general welfare of all mankind, has
been throttled by politics so that it can
neither raise its voice against man’s
criminal tendencies nor be free to clear
politics of secretive machinations and
corruptive influences.

But we must strike a note of cau-
tion. Religion is not the name of a set
of rituals, ceremonies or acts of wor-
ship. The core of any religion is its
moral teachings, ethical disciplines and
its elevating and purifying principles.

True religion aims at developing the
qualities of universal love, feelings of
brotherhood and compassion among
people. Hatred only leads to emotion-
al disintegration, communal bitterness
and public disturbance due to riots.
These are antagonistic to the idea of
religion. 

Since religion, in this sense, does
play a positive and important role in
society, it would be wrong to keep reli-
gion completely out of politics. We
should remember that politics is con-
cerned with law with a view to regu-
lating human conduct whereby human
well-being can effectively be ensured
and maximum amount of public good
and individual welfare can be secured.
Religion can play a significant role for
its realisation. Thus, it can be easily said
that politics and religion are insepara-
ble aspects of the human personality
and one naturally overflows into the
other. Which is why the two cannot be
completely separated but used appro-
priately rather than making them
tools for crimes.

The 21st century is a more complex
world than what the previous genera-
tions grew up in. Educators define it as

a ‘VUCA’ world — volatile, unpredictable,
complex and ambiguous. The problems of the
21st century are vastly different than previ-
ously imagined or faced. This means that the
demands placed on the next generation work-
force will be different and they will have to
be prepared to be more innovative. Compared
to the previous generations, where the
knowledge required was static, the newer gen-
erations will need a different set of skills to
solve the more complex problems faced by
the 21st century generation.

The solution also lies in education,
which, today, needs to be more practical and
skill-based in order to equip the students for
the workforce. For them to become success-
ful in their work life, they need to have deep
knowledge, the ability to solve complex prob-
lems, and know how to rightly and practical-
ly use their knowledge and skills across dif-
ferent contexts. To build these life skills, stu-
dents need the four Cs of the 21st century.
These are as follows:

CRITICAL THINKING 
It provides students with the ability to

analyse information which, in turn, can lead
to problem-solving. In today’s information
age, where a lot of data could be false, we need
to build thinkers who can question the infor-
mation they are given and verify its accura-
cy. And then accordingly, put the informa-
tion in the correct boxes. This teaches stu-
dents to stay engaged and question rather
than just passively accepting information or
knowing about something.

Moreover, critical thinking also encour-
ages curiosity. Effective critical thinkers
remain curious about a wide range of topics
and generally have broad interests. They
retain inquisitiveness about the world, have
an understanding of and appreciate other cul-
tures, beliefs and views. Overall, it makes
them lifelong learners.

CREATIVITY
It means the art of thinking outside the

box. Creativity doesn’t imply that we need
more artists or writers in the world, rather
we need workers who can analyse the prob-
lems from various perspectives and lenses
and in accordance, come up with innovative

solutions that we may not have considered
before.

Thinking critically about even the sim-
plest of issues and tasks can give out construc-
tive and creative outcome.

COLLABORATION
The ability to work together with other

people is called collaboration. Almost every
job requires people to work in a team.
However, not everyone might possess the
skill to work effectively with others. Being
able to collaborate, share ideas, pitch solu-
tions, give presentations, take on the rejec-
tion of their ideas or even learn from oth-
ers is very important. The most important
thing for students to learn from the idea of
collaboration is that they may not always be
right and that one can always gain knowl-
edge and ideas while brainstorming with

other people.
Moreover, team work doesn’t just

strengthen imagination and bring new ideas
but also builds morale. One might feel that
her/his work is being valued when s/he con-
tributes to something that gets approval. If
you offer an idea that helps improve produc-
tivity, confidence and trust is built within the
team.

COMMUNICATION
Communication is just as important as

the other four Cs. Students have to be able
to effectively communicate their ideas/solu-
tions. They need to understand how to use
the correct tone, language, and understand
the kind of people they are speaking to and
put their point across succinctly without los-
ing their attention or confidence.

Good communication skills are key to

a successful career. They are essential to allow
others and yourself to understand informa-
tion more accurately and quickly. Poor
communication might often lead to frustra-
tion and misunderstanding.

It is only when these four Cs come
together that we can make effective leaders
of tomorrow. This provides them with con-
fidence and agency to go out in the world and
tackle the problems that come in their way.
These regulations can be brought in a
school’s curriculum to prepare students for
the future. This might also teach them  how
to tackle the pressure at the workplace. As
they grow in their careers, the four Cs will
help them adapt, innovate, collarbone and
communicate and therefore be more effec-
tive in achieving their ambitions.

(The author is the director of the Green
Acres Academy.)

The outdoor growing season
is over in most of the U S,

and it’s time to pause and take
stock. Review those gardening
impressions that delighted you
as well as those that disappoint-
ed. Apply what one veteran
planter calls “creative staring” to
improve the look of your land-
scape and the rewards of your
harvest.

Begin your evaluation with
the soil because it’s the key to all
plant growth, said Leonard
Perry, an emeritus professor of
horticulture with University of
Vermont Extension. He recom-
mends testing soil samples every
couple of years.

“The type of soil likely has-
n’t changed, but the fertility
may have,” Perry says in a fact
sheet.

One key to successful gar-
dening is keeping a personal
diary for recording what took
place around the property dur-
ing the course of the year, said
Pamela Hubbard, a master gar-
dener and writer for Penn State
Extension-Monroe County.

“I make a list of new goals
toward the end of each garden
season while it’s still fresh in my
mind,” Hubbard said in a tele-
phone interview. “I carry it with
me around the yard while I
determine what worked and
what didn’t.”

There are many different
types of garden journals. Some
are homemade and resemble
family scrapbooks, while com-
mercial versions at bookstores
incorporate such things as plas-
tic sleeves and worksheets.
Computers, laptops and phone
cameras also make evaluation
easier.

“Record the dates of each
year’s seasonal landmarks:
weather patterns, when the first
spring flower bloomed, arrival of

butterflies and hummingbirds,
the first and last frost,” Hubbard
said. “Also, note when pest prob-
lems appeared and what you did
about them.”

Other questions to ask your-
self include possible budget
changes, drainage system
improvements, installing more
efficient irrigation networks, and
whether climate change is
impacting the things you grow.

Gardening is unusual in that
it offers so many opportunities
for improvement. Be prepared to
uproot, relocate, prune, divide,
rotate or simply trade away what
no longer satisfies or provides
interest. Plants and people
change substantially over time.

Tree limbs may have begun
brushing up against dwellings.

Shrubs might have grown so
high they’re blocking the sun
from flower gardens. Perhaps
you want more screening or pri-
vacy in your yard and less lawn
to mow. Plant predators like
deer may have become trouble-
some enough to require barriers.

“I just lost a major shade tree
and now I have to decide what to
do with that area,” Hubbard
said. “I may need to exchange all
my shade-tolerant plants for
some needing full sun.”

Maybe you have a busier job
schedule or there’s a new baby in
the house or you simply want to
cut back on the workload as you
age.

“I’ve replaced quite a few
flowers with those that require
less effort,” Hubbard said. “I
only grow a small kitchen garden
now. We know what we like to
eat and we stick with that.”

Gardening, said Hubbard,
is “never static. People put their
garden in and think: ‘That’s it.
I’m done.’ But you’re never ever
done.”
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It is a funny and
mysterious animated
series aimed at six to
11-year-olds. The show
stars four kids facing
off against the dark
forces lurking in the
shadows of their sleepy
town of Auburn Pines.
Starring Gabriella
Graves, Sloane
Letourneau and Issac
Ryan Brown, the
Amazon Original
releases on 
November 22.

G � * * � 3Twitter’s new ban on polit-
ical ads will cover appeals

for votes, solicitations for cam-
paign contributions and any
political content. But the com-
pany quickly acknowledged
that it expects to make mis-
takes as individuals and groups
look for loopholes.

Twitter is defining politi-
cal content to include any ad
that references a candidate,
political party, government
official, ballot measure, or leg-
islative or judicial outcome.
The ban also applies to all ads
— even non-political ones —
from candidates, political par-
ties and elected or appointed
government officials.

However, the networking
app is allowing ads related to
social causes such as climate
change, gun control and abor-
tion. People and groups run-
ning such ads won’t be able to
target those ads down to a
user’s ZIP code or use political
categories such as “conserva-
tive” or “liberal.” Rather, target-
ting must be kept broad, based
on a user’s state or province, for
instance.

News organisations will
be exempt so they can promote
stories that cover political
issues. While Twitter has issued
guidelines for what counts as
a news organisation — single-
issue advocacy outlets don’t
qualify, for instance — it’s
unclear if this will be enough
prevent partisan websites from
promoting political content.

The app announced its
worldwide ban on political
ads on October 30, but didn’t
release details until Friday.
The policy, which goes into
effect next Friday, is in stark
contrast to Facebook’s
approach of allowing political
ads, even if they contain false
information. Facebook has
said it wants to provide politi-
cians with a “level-playing
field” for communication and
not intervene when they speak,
regardless of what they’re say-
ing.

Response to Twitter’s ban
has been strong and mixed,
with critics questioning the
company’s ability to enforce the
new policy given its poor his-
tory banning hate speech and
abuse from its service. The
company acknowledges it will
make mistakes but says it’s bet-
ter to start addressing the issue
now rather than wait until all
the kinks are worked out.

Apart from ongoing con-
cerns about foreign elections
interference, the political
advertising issue rose to the
forefront in recent months as
Twitter, along with Facebook
and Google, refused to remove
a misleading video ad from
President Donald Trump’s
campaign that targetted
Democratic presidential candi-
date Joe Biden.

In response, Elizabeth
Warren, another presidential
hopeful, ran her own ad on
Facebook taking aim at
Facebook CEO Mark
Zuckerberg. The ad claimed —
admittedly falsely to make its

point — that Zuckerberg
endorsed Trump for re-elec-
tion.

Over the past several
weeks, Facebook has been
pressed to change its policy.
But it was Twitter instead that
jumped in with its bombshell
ban. Drew Margolin, a Cornell
University communications
professor who studies social
networks, said Twitter’s broad
ban is a reflection that “vetting
is not realistic and is potential-
ly unfair.”

He said a TV network
might be in a position to vet all
political ads, but Twitter and
Facebook cannot easily do so.
While their reliance on auto-
mated systems makes online
ads easier and cheaper to run,
Margolin said it also makes
them an “attractive target” for
spreading misinformation.

Political advertising makes
up a small sliver of Twitter’s
overall revenue. The company
does not break out specific fig-
ures each quarter, but said
political ad spending for the

2018 midterm election was less
than $3 million. It reported
$824 million in third-quarter
revenue.

Because of this, the ban is
unlikely to have a big effect on
overall political advertising,
where television still accounts
for the majority of the money
spent. In digital ads, Google
and Facebook dominate.

Unlike Facebook, which
has weathered most of the crit-
icism, Google has been  quiet
on its political ads policy. It has
taken a similar stance to
Facebook and does not review
whether political ads tell the
truth.

Twitter, Facebook and
Google already take steps to
prevent political manipulation
by verifying the identities of
some political advertisers —
measures prompted by the
furor over Moscow’s interfer-
ence. But the verifying systems,
which rely on both humans
and automated systems, have
not been perfect.
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Browse through a menu and
one can see that it runs into
pages with categories divid-

ed into sub categories, some-
times with one page devoted to
each. Till, now. Simpler food
habits and trends seem to be grad-
ually making their way into the
food industry. People, too, tend to
prefer restaurants which offer
trimmed down dishes as com-
pared to multi-cuisine ones as
they are less confusing and focus
on quality.

Does this signal that we are
heading towards minimalist food
trends? A Delhi based food out-
let, Teen Pateela, which provides
just three dishes — Dal
Ferozepuri, Punjabi Aloo and
Tomato Paneer would have us
believe so. Its owner Shekhar
Malhotra always wanted to run an
Indian restaurant and is inspired
by the popular street food market
and dhabas. “There’s a guy in
Lajpat Nagar who sells chana-
bhatura and he’s famous through-
out North India for that. People
travel from far to eat that. There’s
a guy in Karol Bagh who is
famous for daal and tandoori
parathas. Everyone knows Fateh
Singh kachori waala and Gopala
rasagulla. They are famous land-
marks where people are just sell-
ing one or two things. And peo-
ple stand in queue to taste their
food because the cooks have
maintained their quality and taste.
The recipes have been passed
down generations and are valued.
After Fateh Singh died his son is
making the kachoris now. They
are my inspiration. I wanted to
join their group,” says he. 

So he felt the need to open a
restaurant which offers such sim-
ple food but can guarantee a
memory of a specific flavour
profile. He tells us that the
Ferozepuri dal is a classic, made
in the traditional and style true to
its name. Its recipe was handed to

him by his grandmother.
Malhotra feels that a wide

range of complex recipes might
give a delicious result but one
doesn’t always need many
ingredients or equip-
ment to prepare a
quality dish. That is
the reason so many
chefs and cooks have
embraced minimal-
ism today and follow
straightforward
ways to satisfy
the customer. 

But given
the multiplicity
of choices, one
wonders how long
will this sustain in the
long run? Malhotra says, “If
you have heard of Bukhara dal,
you would probably know that

people are paying 1,500 bucks for
a small bowl even though it has
been served for 20 years and
nobody is sick of it. I have that

confidence in my food.
People may not order it

every day but they will
do it once a week.”

He wants to keep
minimum dishes and
be known for them.

Maybe six months down
the line he says that

he might reduce
the dishes to two
or maybe one as
he wants to set a

trend. Malhotra is a
believer of the saying

that one should find joy
in the simple things of life.

He recalls what someone told
him a while ago, “What is lying

on your plate seems wonderful
until you look at the next table
which might look twice as
appetising as what you have.” So,
along with setting a trend, this is
also an attempt to teach people to
find happiness in small and sim-
ple things of life. 

Executive chef, Anas Qureshi
at Distillery, says that experiments
are good but their success
depends a lot on the kind of clien-
tele you are serving and the con-
cept of the restaurant. “It is a
smart move as it cuts down a lot
of expenses and wastage. But a
major chunk of the people going
out to dine look for a variety of
choices in the menu. And due to
this, it becomes difficult for the
chefs to shrink the menu,” says
she.

Moreover, how much of a
repeat value would such a restau-
rant have? Indians often tend to
eat out in large groups, often
spread across generations which
drives multi-cuisine restaurants. 

Some people also feel that
minimalistic food trend is more
about sensible eating. Chef
Chanchal, Sutra, says both at
home and in restaurants, con-
sumer food choice has migrated
with a greater emphasis on ‘less
number’ and ‘less quantity’ dish-
es.

There are chefs who feel that
restricting themselves to a few
dishes doesn’t let them explore.
Vineet Manocha, senior vice
president, culinary, Lite Bite
Food, says that as a chef he can
show his creativity when he’s
not confined to two or three dish-
es. He feels that even the cus-
tomer gets bored too soon when
they don’t got options. “The
older generation might stick to a
standard food but the youngsters
want variety. So it is difficult for
the trend to sustain in the long
run,” he adds. 

In a first, celebrated author
Ruskin Bond records his

own work in his own voice for
a series of audiobooks based
on his original short stories.
The set of audiobooks will
release early 2020.

Penguin Random House
India announced that they
will be available across all
leading audiobook platforms.
It added that Bond is record-
ing eight chapter books, based
on different themes — adven-
ture, thriller, animals, nature,
travel and many more.

“Chapter books are an
exciting format where previ-
ously published short stories
are broken into shorter chap-
ters to make reading easy for
young readers. Beautifully
illustrated, these eight chap-
ter books will find a new lease
of life by being
accessi-
ble to a
w i d e r
audience
in the
a u d i o -
book ver-
sion and
help build a
deeper con-
nect between the author and
the readers and listeners,” the
publisher said.

“I can realise my ambition
of reading aloud my own sto-
ries, and that too, to an audi-
ence of thousands of young
and old readers-now listeners-
lovers of good storytelling.
Here are some of my favourite
stories — Cherry Tree, Getting
Granny's Glasses, The Eyes of
the Eagle,  White Mice,
Earthquake, and several oth-
ers-first published as short
chapter books by Puffin, and
now presented to you in audio
form. Not every author has
the chance to read aloud his
own stories to an appropriate
audience,” Bond said, adding
that he had fun doing the
recordings.
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After making a deal with a supernatural figure, two high schoolers emerge

with extraordinary powers and join forces to solve a murder. Starring Carl Malapa,
Nemo Schiffman and Manon Bresch, the film releases on November 21 on Netflix.
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Eight stories celebrating family,
faith, love and forgiveness come to
life in this series inspired by Dolly
Parton's iconic country music
catalog. Starring Dolly Parton,
Kathleen Turner, Ginnifer
Goodwin, the series releases on
November 22 on Netflix. 
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South Asian Games Gold medallist
Ruthvika Gadde roared back to

form by claiming the women's singles
title while Siddharth Pratap Singh tri-
umphed in men’s event at the All
India Senior Ranking Badminton
Tournament here on Sunday.

The unseeded Ruthvika, who
started her campaign as a qualifier,
defeated 13th seed Shruti Mundada
21-10, 21-17 in the final that lasted
just 35 minutes.

In the men’s singles, a day after
knocking out the top seed Ansal
Yadav, the 10th seed Siddharth
pipped K Jagadeesh 23-21, 21-15 in
a hard fought final.

Shikha Gautam and Ashwini
Bhat lived up to their top billing and
took the title in women's doubles.

The top seeds were at their
immaculate best en route to notch-
ing up a 21-12, 21-17 win over
Sahithi Bandi and Nila V.

Bhat then also emerged champi-
on in mixed doubles, partnering
Krishna Prasad.

The sixth seeds blew away the
pair of Vighnesh Devlekar and
Prajakta Sawant 21-15, 21-16 to win
the title.

In men’s doubles, fourth seeds
Devlekar and Deep Rambhiya got a
walkover from second seeds Krishna
Prasad Garaga and Shlok
Ramchandran to be crowned cham-
pion. 
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Indian paddler Harmeet Desai staved off a strong
challenge from compatriot Amalraj Anthony to

win the ITTF Challenge Indonesia Open in Batam,
Indonesia on Sunday.

In an all-Indian men’s singles final, it was
Harmeet who started on a positive note winning
the opening game 11-9 but he lost the next game
9-11, allowing Amalraj to draw level.

World no 104 Harmeet, however, took control
of the proceedings and won the next two games by

an identical margin of 11-9 to go 3-1 up in the
match.

Amalraj reduced the lead by winning the next
game 12-10, but the reigning Commonwealth TT
Champion did not make any further mistake and
won the 6th game 11-9 to seal the match 4-2 and
win his second international title of the year.

Both the players looked in ominous form in the
previous rounds getting past their respective
opponents with consummate ease.

Harmeet trounced Yuto Kizikuri of Japan and
Siu Hang Lam of Hong Kong by the same score-

line of 4-2 in the quarters and semifinals respec-
tively, while Amalraj recorded identical 4-0 victo-
ries over Joao Monteiro of Portugal and Ibrahima
Diaw of Senegal in the round of eight and four.

Harmeet and Amalraj  also teamed up in the
men's doubles event and made  it to the semifinals
of the championship.

Playing against the talented pair of Man Ho
Kwan and Siu Hang Lam of Hong Kong, the duo
came up with a spirited challenge but unfortunate-
ly capitulated 3-0 (7-11, 9-11, 9-11) to bow out of
the tournament. 
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Max Verstappen made a “big
statement” by beating both

Ferrari and Mercedes to qualify
on pole position for Sunday’s
Brazilian Grand Prix, according
to his former Red Bull team-mate
Daniel Ricciardo.

Ricciardo, now with Renault,
was knocked out in Saturday's Q2
session and was left to watch the
final shootout from the paddock
where he told reporters how
impressed he was with the
Dutchman’s scintillating lap.

“Not too bad, huh?” he said.
“That’s fun! I’m still a fan of

the sport so watching here it’s
exciting. I want to be out there,
but if I can’t be out there, I'm
going to be a fan for 10 minutes.

“It’s never perfect, but it
looked clean. They showed a bit
of his on-board in the second sec-
tor and it looked clean.

“It’s a big statement for them
to do it here in Brazil. I know he
more or less won the race last
year, but on one lap that’s a big

performance.”
Verstappen, who had suggest-

ed Ferrari’s recent decline in qual-
ifying pace may have been due to
‘cheating’ to gain extra power,
topped all three qualifying ses-
sions.

After Saturday’s session,
Ferrari’s four-time champion
Sebastian Vettel, who starts sec-
ond, hit back by pointedly noting
Red Bull had shown exceptional
straight-line speed.

Ferrari had reeled off six con-
secutive pole positions before the
United States Grand Prix, though
the final one of those, in Mexico,
was courtesy of Verstappen being
penalised.
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On Friday, at Interlagos,

Ferrari were again very fast on the
straights, but this was diminished

on Saturday, a curiosity that re-
focussed attention on the Italian
team and led to Mercedes tech-
nical director James Allison
observing it as "interesting”.

“I think they were still pret-
ty useful on the straights,” said
Allison.

“But not quite as marked as
it was. That could be due to all
sorts of things. We all run dif-
ferent power modes on a Friday.

“Probably the only thing
that you could stand back from
a distance and say is that it’s two
races on the trot where it has-
n't been pole position for a
Ferrari.

“And they, sort of, had a rea-
sonably comfortable margin.
So, it’s an interesting thing, but
not anything you could draw
any solid conclusions from.”

Allison added that

Verstappen and Red Bull had
“done a better job” to take pole
position on a day when newly-
crowned six-time champion
Lewis Hamilton qualified third.

The Briton was later asked
about his prospects of being
given a knighthood in Britain to
acknowledge his success, join-
ing other motor racing knights
including former drivers Stirling
Moss and Jackie Stewart and
team owner Frank Williams.

“I don’t really like to think
too much about it ,”  said
Hamilton.

“Just the fact that people
have mentioned it, it’s already an
honour, but it’s not been some-
thing that I’ve been chasing in
my life.”

Hamilton was given an
MBE after claiming his first title
in 2008. 
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there, but if I can't be out there,
I'm going to be a fan for 10
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"It's never perfect, but it
looked clean. They showed a bit
of his on-board in the second
sector and it looked clean.

"It's a big statement for
them to do it here in Brazil. I
know he more or less won the
race last year, but on one lap
that's a big performance."

Verstappen, who had sug-

gested Ferrari's recent decline
in qualifying pace may have
been due to 'cheating' to gain
extra power, topped all three
qualifying sessions.

After Saturday's session,
Ferrari's four-time champion
Sebastian Vettel, who starts
second, hit back by pointedly
noting Red Bull had shown
exceptional straight-line speed.

Ferrari had reeled off six
consecutive pole positions
before the United States Grand
Prix, though the final one of
those, in Mexico, was courtesy
of Verstappen being penalised.
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On Friday, at Interlagos,

Ferrari were again very fast on
the straights, but this was
diminished on Saturday, a
curiosity that re-focussed atten-
tion on the Italian team and led
to Mercedes technical director
James Allison observing it as
"interesting".

"I think they were still
pretty useful on the straights,"
said Allison.

"But not quite as marked as
it was. That could be due to all
sorts of things. We all run dif-
ferent power modes on a
Friday.
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The Netherlands, Germany and World
Cup finalists Croatia expanded a list
of big hitters to qualify for Euro 2020

on Saturday as the trio booked their
places at next summer’s finals.

Austria also made it through to the
multi-host tournament, which kicks off in
Rome on June 12, with 16 sides now
ensured of a spot at the 24-team event and
only four places remaining from the main
qualifying route.

They join other big names such like
world champions France, Spain, Italy and
England, with European champions
Portugal one win away from qualification.

Ronald Koeman’s resurgent Dutch
needed a point to qualify for their first
major tournament since coming third at the
2014 World Cup and got what they need-
ed in a scrappy goalless draw with Northern
Ireland in Belfast.

“It means a lot for us as players.
Hopefully it means so much to the Dutch
people,” Liverpool defender Van Dijk said.

However they were far from the flam-
boyant outfit that has so often thrilled in
Group C, and survived a huge scare when
Steven Davis smashed a first-half penalty
high over the bar.

The Dutch dominated possession and
stopped the hosts from having a single shot
on target but failed to create much them-
selves.

Davis’ spot-kick blunder left Michael
O’Neill’s side third and hoping for a way
into the tournament via the playoffs.
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The draw allowed fierce rivals

Germany to move top in the group as Toni
Kroos hit a brace in a simple 4-0 win over
Belarus in Moenchengladbach which saw
them qualify for the Euros for the 13th time
in a row.

A deft back-heeled goal from defend-

er Matthias Ginter just before the break and
impressive finishing by Leon Goretzka and
Kroos gave the Germans a comfortable
three-goal lead early in the second half.

Captain Manuel Neuer produced a
superb save to keep out Belarus striker Igor
Stasevich's penalty before Kroos dribbled
through the defence to claim his second

goal seven minutes from time and make
sure of a routine win.

“Overall we did well, but at the
moment I don’t include us among the
favourites for the European title,” said
Kroos, echoing coach Joachim Loew’s
comments from earlier in the week.

A win over Northern Ireland in

Frankfurt on Tuesday will guarantee Loew’s
new-look side first place.

Croatia survived a scare to secure their
place in the Euros after coming from
behind beat Slovakia 3-1 in Rijeka.

The World Cup runners up needed just
a point to ensure qualification from Group
E but Robert Bozenik stunned the home

crowd when he tapped the away side ahead
in the 32nd minute.

However it was one-way traffic in the
second half and Croatia’s qualification was
never in doubt once Nikola Vlasic drilled
home the leveller.

Bruno Petkovic headed the hosts in
front and Ivan Perisic sealed the three

points with a thumping finish with 16 min-
utes left.

“We were trying to stay calm in the
dressing room at half-time, we were sure
that our quality would prevail. We kept
attacking, creating chances, and the goals
came,” said Petkovic.
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That win gives Wales a fighting
chance of qualifying after their 2-0 vic-
tory over Azerbaijan earlier on Saturday.

Ryan Giggs’ side stay third thanks to
first-half headed goals from Kieffer
Moore and Harry Wilson and Slovakia
losing against the Croats.

They are just one point behind sec-
ond-placed Hungary, who travel to
Cardiff on the final day for a winner-
takes-all clash.

“It’s massive for us to get the three
points and now we go again Tuesday,” said
Moore.

“We came here for the three points
and we got them — now it’s all guns blaz-
ing towards Tuesday.”

Austria booked their place with a 2-
1 win over North Macedonia that kept
third-placed Slovenia at bay despite their
1-0 triumph over Latvia.

They are second in Group G behind
Poland, who had already qualified going
into this round of games but maintained
a three-point lead at the top of the group
thanks to a 2-1 win at Israel.

In Saint Petersburg, the Hazard broth-
ers made short work of Russia as already-
qualified Belgium maintained their 100
percent record with a 4-1 win that
secured them top spot in Group I.

Eden and Thorgan Hazard put
Roberto Martinez’s side three goals ahead
at the break before in-form Inter Milan
striker Romelu Lukaku crashed home the
fourth in the 72nd minute to make
absolutely sure of the result. 
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Dominic Thiem beat defending
champion Alexander Zverev to

join Roger Federer’s conqueror
Stefanos Tsitsipas in the final of the
ATP Finals in London.

The Austrian fifth seed saw off the
big-serving German 7-5, 6-3 on
Saturday after Greece’s Tsitsipas, mak-
ing his debut at the tournament, had
earlier beaten Federer 6-3, 6-4.

Thiem is playing in his fourth ATP
Finals but during his first three trips
to the season finale, he won only three
matches and never advanced out of the
group stage at the O2 Arena.

Zverev landed 75 percent of his
first serves but Thiem was tougher in
the big moments, breaking in the 12th
game of the opening set and in the
sixth game of the second set.

The Austrian also saved all four
break points on his racquet.

Germany’s Zverev, who beat
Novak Djokovic in last year's final,
went toe to toe with Thiem in a rela-
tively uneventful first set but served a
double fault to lose the opener 7-5.

The seventh seed, 22, regrouped
and settled back into his serving
rhythm at the beginning of the second
set but was broken again to trail 4-2.

Thiem, looking unflustered, fend-
ed off a couple of break points in the
following game and served out to take
the match, winning with a forehand

down the line.
“This is a big, big dream coming

true for me, it is one of the biggest and
most prestigious tournaments of the
whole year and I'm getting the chance
to play the final,” said Thiem.

The 26-year-old, who reached the
final of this year’s French Open, has
been considered a clay-court special-
ist but joked after winning indoors in
Vienna last month and now reaching
the final in London he was becoming
a “big, big fan of faster hard surfaces”.
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Earlier, Tsitsipas, 17 years younger

than Federer, ended the 38-year-old’s
hopes of securing a seventh year-end
title.

Federer was unrecognisable from
the player who dominated Djokovic in
his final round-robin match, struggling
on serve and hitting a total of 26
unforced errors compared with just five
against the Serbian.

But Tsitsipas belied his years with
a performance full of confidence and
grit, saving 11 out of 12 break points
during the match.

“I’m so proud of myself today, a
great performance and once again the
people were great,” he said.

“I really enjoyed myself on the

court and sometimes in matches like
these you wonder how you recover
from difficulties and break point
down.”

Tsitsipas, ignoring loud support for
Federer, broke the Swiss at the first time
of asking, taking advantage of two
missed overheads.

The Greek was forced to dig deep
in a dramatic 13-minute final game of
the first set in which he saved two break
points and needed seven set points to
close it out 6-3.

Federer was in deep trouble when
Tsitsipas broke him to love in the third
game of the second set but he finally
made a break point count to level at 2-
2.

Undaunted, Tsitsipas, dominating
rallies from the back of the court, broke
again straight away with a forehand
cross-court winner for a 3-2 lead.

At 5-4 down Federer knew he had
to break Tsitsipas for only the second
time in the match.

The Greek slipped to 15-40 down
but Federer again could not take
advantage, spraying a forehand out to
give his opponent a match point and
he won with a thundering ace.

“I’m frustrated I couldn’t play
better, and when I did and fought my
way back, I threw it away again,” said
the Swiss.

“It was also parts of him. He did
come up with the goods when he had
to and he was better than me today.”
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Speedster Mohammed Shami
and opener Mayank Agarwal

on Sunday achieved their career-
best positions in the latest ICC
Test Rankings after contributing
in India’s innings and 130-run
victory over Bangladesh in the
first Test in Indore.

Shami’s bowling figures of 3
for 27 and 4 for 31 lifted him
eight places to seventh position.
His 790 rating points are the
third best for an India pace
bowler with only Kapil Dev
(877) and Jasprit Bumrah (832)
having recorded more points.

Double centurion Agarwal,
meanwhile, climbed to the 11th
spot after his player-of-the-
match effort of 243 in India’s
only innings. The 28-year-old
has reached 691 rating points
after scoring 858 runs in his first
eight Tests.

Only seven batsmen have
scored more runs than Agarwal
in their first eight Tests — Don
Bradman (1210), Everton
Weekes (968), Sunil Gavaskar
(938), Mark Taylor (906),
George Headley (904), Frank
Worrell (890) and Herbert
Sutcliffe (872).

In other significant move-
ments for India, all-rounder
Ravindra Jadeja jumped four
slots to reach joint-35th position
among batsmen while pacers
Ishant Sharma (20th) and
Umesh Yadav (22nd) have
moved up one place each.

Off-spinner Ravichandran

Ashwin is in the top 10 bowlers
list, while moving back to fourth
position among all-rounders.

For Bangladesh, Mushfiqur
Rahim’s knocks of 43 and 64
have helped him gain five places
and reach 30th position while
Liton Das has moved up from
92nd to 86th position.

Among bowlers, fast bowler
Abu Jayed, who took four wick-
ets in Indore, has advanced 18
slots to take 62nd position after
only six Tests. 

Meanwhile, India strength-
ened their position in the ICC
World Test Championship
(WTC) standings by reaching
300 points. They are yet to
concede a point, having gained
a full 120 points each in their
three-Test home series against
South Africa and two-Test series
in the West Indies.

Each Test of the ongoing
two-match series against
Bangladesh is worth 60 points
since the 120 points up for
grab in a series are evenly dis-
tributed over the number of
matches in a series. The points
range from 60 points for each
match of a two-Test series to 24
for each match of a five-Test
series.

Sri Lanka and New Zealand
are on 60 points each after
drawing their two-match series
1-1 while England and Australia
are on 56 each after their five-
match Ashes series ended 2-2.
The West Indies and South
Africa failed to get any points in
their opening series.
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Mayank Agarwal’s attacking
game in Tests could open the
door for his selection in

India’s limited overs squads for the
assignments against West Indies next
month.

There is a school of thought that
Agarwal could be an option, prefer-
ably for the three-match ODI series
against the West Indies in December,
in case Vice-captain Rohit Sharma
takes a break to rejuvenate himself
ahead of the big away tour of New
Zealand early next year.

Rohit has been continuously play-
ing for a while now and the only break
he got was the two Test matches in the
West Indies.

The Indian vice-captain will be
integral to the team’s plans across for-
mats during the New Zealand tour
when it will play five T20
Internationals, three ODIs and two
Tests.

For the limited overs matches
against West Indies, it will only be fair
if the selectors think of giving Virat
Kohli and Ravi Shastri with another
option in Agarwal, who has a fantas-
tic List A record of 13 hundreds at a
50-plus average and 100-plus strike-
rate.

One more factor that could go in
Agarwal’s favour is Shikhar Dhawan’s
prolonged bad patch and the need to
have another back-up option, apart
from K L Rahul, ready.

Agarwal was sent as a late replace-
ment for Vijay Shankar during the
World Cup and though he didn’t get
a game in the United Kingdom, the
move was an indicator that the
Karnataka batsman, for his attacking
game, is also in the selectors' white ball
scheme of things.

Many feel that Agarwal could be
seen as a long-term option keeping in
mind the 2023 ODI World Cup in
India, as Dhawan, given his deterio-
rating form, might not be around
then.

Former India player and cricket
analyst Deep Dasgupta sees no harm
in trying out Agarwal in the shorter
formats, and the bilateral series against
the West Indies could be the right plat-

form.
“It would be a great thing if the

Indian team management has Mayank
in mind as an opening option. In fact,
he is a natural white ball player, who
has wonderfully transformed and
adapted to the needs of red ball
cricket,” Dasgupta said.

“If you look at Mayank, his talent
was never questioned. He always had
the range of strokes from drives to the
horizontal bat shots. It was just that

in the earlier part he was getting out
playing cameos, but not anymore,” he
added.

Agarwal had had a dream start to
his Test career with two double hun-
dreds in his kitty even before complet-
ing 10 Test matches.

However, what has caught every-
one’s attention is the eight huge sixes
that he hit during his 243 against
Bangladesh in the opening Test in
Indore.

So can Agarwal be tried in the
T20s too, keeping the World T20 in
mind, those in the know of things feel
that it could be KL Rahul and Rohit
Sharma, who look the best fit for the
tournament Down Under next year.
Many also believe that things could
change for Agarwal if he is able to have
a good IPL.

But for now, it’s the 50-over game
that awaits. 
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Former Bangladesh cap-
tain Aminul Islam is in

awe of India’s current pace
attack and feels the hosts will
have advantage with the pink
ball in the day/night Test
beginning here on Friday.

Islam, the first
Bangladeshi Test centurion,
even compared the Indian
pace attack to the lethal West
Indian fast bowlers of the
1970s and 1980s.

“The way we saw the
variation of pace bowling by
(Mohammed) Shami, Ishant
(Sharma) and (Umesh) Yadav,
they will get a lot of advantage
with this pink ball. Wherever
you play, you get that extra
breeze in the evening. India
will take a lot of advantage of
that,” Islam told PTI in a tele-
phonic interview.

“Earlier, we had seen
spinners like Anil Kumble
leading Indian bowling but
now it's about the pacers. This
is the big transformation in

Indian cricket. They have
their best bowling attack ever,
it’s like the way the West
Indians dominated the pace
attack (in the world) at one
point of time."

The 51-year-old former
batsman, who scored 145 in
Bangladesh's maiden Test in
2000 in Dhaka against India,
said India is emerging as a role
model in world cricket.

“The world normally fol-
lows Australia in cricket,
there’s nothing wrong in that.
But if you see, India have been
consistent. India can be a role
model. They have been prov-
ing at the highest level.”

Islam said the day/night
match at Eden Gardens,
which is the second and final
Test of the India-Bangladesh
series, will take the game to a
new height.

India was instrumental in
bringing Bangladesh to the
Test arena 19 years ago and
now the neigbouring country
was convinced by newly-
elected BCCI president

Sourav Ganguly to play its
first ever pink ball Test here
from November 22-26.

“It’s going to be an unbe-
lievable spectacle with about
70,000 crowd watching the
first ever day/night Test in
India. This match will take
Test cricket to a new height.
All the best wishes to both the
teams," Islam said.

“We remember the 2001
epic Test between India and
Australia at the Eden and now
this upcoming day/night Test
will be another milestone in
the evolving format. Hope this
is successful.”

To celebrate the historic
occasion, the Ganguly-led
BCCI will felicitate the mem-
bers of both the teams of the
2000 Test on the opening day
on November 22.

“Dada has sent a nice
invitation. I’m looking for-
ward. It all depends on my
schedule here,” he said.

Bangladesh began their
World Test Championship
campaign on a disappointing

note as they lost to India by
an innings and 130 runs
inside three days in the first
Test in Indore.

Asked whether
Bangladesh are missing
Shakib Al Hasan and Tamim
Iqbal badly, Islam said: "No
one is indispensable. They
(Bangladesh) need to add
more pacers. I don’t think
spinners will get much advan-
tage with the pink ball.

“I hope Bangaldesh
bounce back in this Test.
They showed in the second
innings (of the first Test) that
they have it in them to stage
a fightback. I will hope for the
best." On Bangladesh’s future,
he said, We have already
played 19 years of Test crick-
et. It’s high time that
Bangladesh find out which
player is suited for which
format.

“Nowadays, you need
specialised player for a partic-
ular format. Bangladesh need
to focus more on the domes-
tic cricket,” he concluded.
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Returning to competitive cricket with a
bang after serving a doping suspension,

young Prithivi Shaw says he is now com-
pletely focussed on letting his bat do the talk-
ing to force his way back into the Indian
team. “Now I will focus on scoring as many
runs as possible and win games for the
team,” said Shaw, who played his first
game after serving a back-dated eight-
month suspension by the BCCI for failing
a dope test. In his comeback match, Shaw
made a stroke-filled 39-ball 63 to help
Mumbai thrash Assam by 83 runs in a Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy game.

“I will just keep scoring runs. It is all
about the selectors and what they think. My
job is to score runs and win games for the
team,” the 20-year-old opening batsman said
when asked about his return to the nation-
al team.

Shaw, who made a dream Test debut
with a century and a fifty in the two match-
es he has played so far, has no other option
but to pile up tons of runs to reclaim his Test
spot as Rohit Sharma and Mayank Agarwal
have grabbed their chances in his absence.

Shaw was banned from all forms
of cricket by the BCCI for a (retrospective)
period of eight months in July after failing
a dope test during the Mushtaq Ali Trophy
in March and his ban ended on Friday.

Talking about the ban period, Shaw said
the episode was definitely “hard and upset-
ting” but it is a thing of the past now.

“I had never thought that something like
this would happen. I was obviously upset.
For the first 20-25 days after I was banned,
I was not able to understand how did it hap-
pen,” he said.

“Time passed by. I went to London and
chilled out there as I was not allowed to

practice till September 15. After that I sta-
bilised myself and kept myself mentally
stronger by telling myself these three
months would pass. But each day was hard,
it was getting longer. It's all past now.”

Shaw said that former skipper Rahul
David, who is the head of cricket in
Bangalore’s National Cricket Academy,
helped him in his comeback.

“There was nothing in my mind. I
couldn't have done anything about the ban.
After returning from London, Rahul
(Dravid) sir called me to the NCA for train-
ing. There I went through a series of fitness
tests like yo-yo,” he said.

“Under Rahul sir a lot of focus was on
fitness. I had to clear all my fitness tests.
What also helped was that during the nets
good bowlers were available like Kuldeep
Yadav, Bhuvi (Bhuvaneshwar Kumar) and
Varun Aaron. Besides, Rahul sir was always
there for guidance and mental issues.”

He said apart from his father Pankaj, a
lot of cricketers and coaches supported him
during his hard days.

“A lot of people were asking me about
my well-being. I got a lot of love and sup-
port from a lot of people. A lot of players,
coaches, my agency people, Indian Oil peo-
ple, BCCI and MCA guys were asking how
was I feeling,” the diminutive batsman
said.

“There obviously was a period when I
was not feeling too well. But then as the day
of return came closer, I started to get my acts
together.

“If I had gone into a shell at that point
of time (ban) I would have felt pressure. But
whatever happens it’s for good.”

Shaw said the episode was a big learn-
ing experience for him in his nascent
career.

“I think this period has been a big learn-
ing experience for me. Obviously I commit-
ted a mistake. I had no idea what I was con-
suming,” he said.

“In that period I was alone and was try-
ing to stay away from people and their
advices. I was telling myself that I can get
out of this mess and be mentally strong.”

Shaw said his father was always behind
him during the turbulent time.

“In life ups and downs will be there. My
father has stood behind me and nobody else
is there. In these three months he was with
me like he has been during the U-14 and U-
16 days. He felt that he needed to be with
me,” he said. 
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Prithvi Shaw made a splendid
return to competitive crick-

et after serving a doping ban,
hitting a 39-ball 63 to guide
Mumbai to a 83-run win over
Assam in the Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy here on Sunday.

All eyes were on Shaw, who
played his first game after serv-
ing a back-dated eight-month
suspension by the BCCI for fail-
ing a dope test and the pint-sized
opener did not disappoint the
small crowd at the Wankhede
Stadium.

Shaw, who came in for in-
form Jay Bista, struck a blazing
half-century and then celebrat-
ed in a ‘bat does the talk’ man-
ner.

Shaw and Aditya Tare (82
off 48 balls) toyed with a pedes-
trian Assam attack to help
Mumbai post a massive 206 for

5 in the Group ‘D’ match.
The Mumbai bowlers led by

medium pacer Shivam Dube
(2/3) then restricted the visitors
to 123 for 8 to complete the win.

The focus was firmly on
Shaw, who was named in
Mumbai’s last two games of the
league stage of the Mushtaq Ali
trophy and the subsequent super
league stage on Thursday.

The 20-year-old made his
intent clear as he hit seven
boundaries and two sixes in his
39-ball knock and made opti-
mum use of a ‘life’ which he got
on 32 after being dropped at
long-off.

Shaw underlined his class,
hitting some lovely shots and
also struck two towering sixes.

Tare was also in an attack-
ing mood, smashing some well-
timed boundaries.

The two conjured up a 138-
run stand for the first-wicket to

lay the foundation of big total.
Tare hammered 12 fours and a
lone six.

Assam leg-spinner Riyan
Parag removed Tare and skipper
Suryakumar Yadav (0), who
had a rare failure, in successive
deliveries of the 14th over.

Shaw’s innings too ended
after he became Parag’s (3-30)
third victim as Mumbai
slumped to 149 for 3.

However, a quick-fire 32 off
14 balls by their crisis man
Siddhesh Lad ensured that the
hosts crossed the 200-run mark.

The chase was always going
to be difficult for Assam and
Mumbai bowlers dished out a
clinical show.

Assam kept losing wickets
and no other batsman apart
from Riyan Parag (38 off 33
balls) showed spine as Mumbai
defended the target with ease.

Dhawal Kulkarni (2/28),

Dube (2/3), Shams Mulani
(2/15), Shardul Thakur (1-23)
and Shreyas Iyer (1-28) shared
the spoils.

Meanwhile, in the first game
at Bandra-Kurla Complex,
Pondicherry defeated Bengal
by four wickets to grab their four
points.

Brief scores:
Mumbai 206 for 5 (Aditya

Tare 82, Prithvi Shaw 63, Riyan
Parag 3/30) beat Assam 123 for
8 (Riyan Parag 38, Sibsankar
Roy 22, Shivam Dube 2/3) by 83
runs. Mumbai 4 points, Assam
0 points.

Bengal 132 for 7 (Vivek
Singh 43, Abhimanyu Easwaran
28, Suresh Kumar 4/17) lost to
Pondicherry 135 for 6 (Rohit
Damodaran 55, Suresh Kumar
16; Shahbaz Ahamad 2-16) by
four wickets. Pondicherry 4
points, Bengal: 0. 
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After being whitewashed in the
ODIs and losing the first T20I,

Afghanistan finally turned the tables on
the touring West Indies, winning two
consecutive matches to lift the Azizi
Bank T20 Trophy at Bharat Ratna Atal
Bihari Vajpayee Ekana International
Stadium on Sunday.

Chasing a modest total of 156 runs
under lights, the West Indian batsmen
never looked at ease in the middle and
struggled to score freely, losing the final
T20 by 29 runs. West Indies had
whitewashed Afghanistan in the last
meeting at home in 2017. For West
Indies, only Shai Hope (52) and E Lewis
(24) were among the runs. Naveen-ul-
Haq was the most successful bowler for
Afghanistan as he returned the figures
of 4-0-24-3.

Earlier, Afghanistan got off to a dis-
astrous start when Sheldon Cottrell sent
back Hazratullah Zazai (0) on the very
fourth ball of the match. Cottrell
struck again on the last ball of his next
over, removing man-of-the-match in
the previous match Karim Janat at 2.
Meanwhile, Rahmanullah Gurbaz was
looking in prime touch as he collect-
ed the first six of the Afghan innings
with a well-timed pick-up boundary,
followed by a massive six on first-
change bowler K Williams over  mid-
on. Khary Pierre replaced Cottrell and
Gurbaz stepped out on the second ball
to hit another for the maximum.

When Afghanistan appeared to be

recovering from a poor start, Holder
got the wicket of Ibrahim Zadran in the
form of a run-out. Gurbaz played a shot
and called for a run, but Holder collect-
ed the ball in his follow-through and
hit the stumps at the non-striker end.

Gurbaz then chipped Keemo Paul
to midwicket for two runs to complete
the second half-century of his career.
It would definitely be a special one to
him as his team was in deep trouble
when he reached the crease. He added
50 runs with Asghar Afghan for the
fourth wicket. Afghan holed out to
King, trying to hook Keemo Paul.
Keemo took the revenge as Afghan hit

him for a six on the previous ball. 
Meanwhile, Gurbaz kept on hitting

sixes and boundaries before Caribbean
skipper Pollard got him caught at
point at 79. After that Najibullah
Zadran (14) and Mohammad Nabi (15)
played handy cameos to take the home
team’s score to 156 runs.

BRIEF SCORES
Afghanistan: 156/8 (Gurbaz 79,

Afghan 24, Nabi 15, Zadran 14: K Paul
26/2, Cottrell 29/2, Williams 31/2)

West Indies: 127/7 (S Hope 52, E
Lewis 24: Naveen 24/3, Mujeeb 9/1,
Rashid 18/1)
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