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Traffic in parts of Lutyens’
Delhi was hit as students of

Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) carrying placards and
chanting slogans marched
towards Parliament on the first
day of the Winter Session on
Monday  demanding the roll-
back of the proposed hostel fee
hike. But they were stopped by
the Delhi Police on the road
outside the Safdarjang Tomb. 

The protesters sat on the
road leading to jam on
Aurobindo Marg and choking
arterial roads with the cascad-
ing impact felt till C-hexagon,
the Indian Gate roundabout.

Vehicles on Nelson
Mandela Marg, Aurobindo
Marg and Baba Gang Nath
Marg moved at a snail’s pace, a
senior police officer said. The
Delhi Metro closed entry and
exit points of three stations
near Parliament for a few hours
due to the protest.

Many commuters took to
Twitter to vent their ire as they
got stuck in bumper-to-
bumper traffic for hours due to
protest. 

Around 100 JNU students,
including students union pres-
ident Aishe Ghosh, were
detained and released later.
Devesh Srivastva, the Joint
Commissioner of Police,
Southern eastern range, said
that the protest ended around
7.30 pm after talks following
which students moved towards
their campus.

Following the students’
protest, the Ministry of Human
Resource Development on
Monday appointed a three-
member committee to recom-
mend ways to restore normal
functioning of JNU. The panel
includes former UGC
Chairman VS Chauhan,
AICTE chairman Anil
Sahasrabudhe and UGC
Secretary Rajnish Jain.

“With a view to restore the
normal functioning of JNU
through dialogue with all stake-
holders and to advise the uni-
versity administration for res-

olution of contentious issues,
the Government has appoint-
ed a three-member high power
committee,” HRD Secretary R
Subrahmanyam said.

“The committee will initi-
ate dialogue with the students
and varsity administration
immediately and submit rec-
ommendations. The UGC will
provide required support for
functioning of the commit-
tee,” Subrahmanyam said.

Senior Delhi Police officers
kept on appealing the agitating
students to maintain law and
order and return to hostel in
the JNU campus but students
dug in their heels. Despite the
adamant students, police offi-
cers kept them engaged and
finally succeeded in persuading
them to leave for their respec-
tive destinations.  

When asked whether the
students could return on
Tuesday to press for their
demands, Srivastva said there
is no information about this but
they remain vigilant to ensure
that no untoward incident

takes place in the city. 
JNU Students Union, vice

president Saket Moon said,
“The police are telling us they
will take a delegation to meet
HRD officials. We will decide
on sending a delegation only
after our colleagues detained at
unknown locations are
released. We want representa-
tion in the HRD panel.”

Meanwhile, the protesting
students also alleged that police
restored ‘lathi’ charge to dis-
perse them in which several
students’ sustained injuries.
However, police said that they
will look into the allegation of
lathi charge and they will speak
to the students about it.

“Around 100 students were
detained by police. Despite
continued defiance by some
groups of students, methods of
persuasion were resorted to,
and there was no use of water
cannons, tear gas shells or
lathi-charge at any stage of the
protest.  Apart from 10 com-
panies of CAPF, around 800
Delhi Police personnel were

deployed to handle the protest
and ensure maintenance of
law and order,” said a senior
police official. 

The students, who were
holding a protest on the uni-
versity’s premises for the last
three weeks, hit the streets
seeking to get the attention of
Parliament about their
demands, asserting they will
not relent until the
Government withdraws the
hike. 

Earlier on Monday morn-
ing, section-144 was imposed
outside the JNU campus ahead
of the protest. Delhi Police
personnel and Central Armed
Police Force (CAPF) stopped
the students on the Baba
Ganganath Marg, around 600
metres from the main gate of
the university. 

But initially on Monday
afternoon, the barricades out-
side JNU’s gates were removed
and the students were allowed
to march towards Parliament
but were again stopped on 

Continued on Page 4
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The much-awaited meeting
between NCP chief Sharad

Pawar and Congress president
Sonia Gandhi on Monday did
not throw up a decisive word
on the future of a Government
in Maharashtra involving them
and the Shiv Sena, which con-
tinues to wait in anxiety having
staked everything in a bid to
corner the Chief Minister’s
post. 

In an interesting turn of
events, just ahead of Pawar-
Sonia meeting, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
utilised his address during the
250th session of the Rajya
Sabha to praise the NCP for
discipline in the House. “Today,
I want to appreciate two parties,
the NCP and the BJD. These
parties have wonderfully
adhered to parliamentary
norms. They have never gone
into the Well of the House (to
protest). Yet, they have made
their points very effectively.
Every political party, including
my party, should learn from
them,” Modi said. 

While efforts are on for the
Shiv Sena, the Congress and the
NCP to come together, there
has been a buzz also about the
BJP and the NCP exploring an
alternative possibility for
Government formation in
Maharashtra. The formation of
a Government in Maharashtra
will take some more time to

become a reality as both the
Congress and the NCP decid-
ed to hold talks with their allies
in Maharashtra before taking a
final decision.

But the BJP, the Congress
and the NCP have all opted out
of fray for the November 22
mayoral poll in the BMC,
India’s richest civic body. While
Sena retaining the mayor and
deputy mayor’s post is thus a
mere formality, it has increased
Sena’s importance and also the
suspense over who will it even-
tually ally with. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence after the meeting, Pawar
said he briefed Sonia about the

political situation in
Maharashtra but surprisingly,
claimed, there was neither any
talk on Government formation
in the State nor the Common
Minimum Programme (CMP)
for the three parties.  The
three parties had earlier met in
Mumbai to chalk out a 40-
point CMP.

“We have discussed in
detail the political situation in
Maharashtra,” he said, adding
senior Congress leader AK
Antony was also there. 

“Certain leaders of both
(Congress-NCP) parties will
meet and discuss further and
get back to us. We will keep an

eye on the situation in
Maharashtra. The Congress
and the NCP leaders will hold
further talks on the future
course of action,” he main-
tained. Sources said the NCP
has called its leaders like Ajit
Pawar and Jayant Patil to Delhi
to hold the talks.

Pawar has been keeping the
guessing game on ever since the
talks between the three parties
started. Before his meeting
with Sonia too, Pawar came out
with a remark that puzzled all.
“BJP-Shiv Sena fought togeth-
er, we (the NCP) and the
Congress fought together. They
have to choose their path and
we will do our politics,” he told
reporters before the Winter
Session of Parliament began.

And before that when the
mediapersons mentioned to
him about the Shiv Sena telling
them that it was in talks with
the NCP, Pawar exclaimed,
“Really?” 

Asked if he would rule out
the NCP supporting the BJP in
forming the Government,
Pawar evaded a direct reply and
pointed out that the BJP was his
party’s major opponent in the
Assembly polls. “The BJP and
Sena contested the polls joint-
ly. Ask them why they are not
forming the Government,”
Pawar countered. 

Sena leader and spokesper-
son Sanjay Raut met Pawar late
in the evening.

Continued on Page 4
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Around 45,000 employees,
including engineers, of UP

Power Corporation Limited
went on a 48- hour strike from
Monday, demanding an under-
taking from the state govern-
ment on payment of provident
funds to employees. 

The employees are agitat-
ed over a scam in the Power
Employees Provident Fund
Trust, which invested over Rs
2,000 crore of provident fund
in tainted housing non-bank-
ing finance company DHFL.

The employees staged a
noisy demonstration in front of
UPPCL headquarters at Shakti
Bhawan and in all districts

and power installations on
Monday. 

The strike, which started at
8 am on Monday, will contin-
ue till 8 am on Wednesday. 

Power Employee’s Joint
Action Committee convenor
Shailendra Dubey claimed
that the strike was a total suc-
cess.

Disruption in work by
power employees caused
inconvenience to consumers
as faults in distribution lines
were not attended and most
offices of Lucknow Electricity
Supply Administration were
locked.

The state government has
decided to act tough against the
agitating power employees and

has directed all district magis-
trates to lodge FIRs against
employees if they tried to dam-
age government property or
obstruct power supply.

Meanwhile, Shailendra
Dubey said that the  action
committee had warned the
UPPCL that if their demands
for issuance of a notification by
the government taking respon-
sibility for safe return of their
providet fund money invested
in DHFL by the Uttar Pradesh
Power Sector Employees’ Trust
and action against IAS officers,
including former chairman of
UPPCL, responsible for it were
not met by Tuesday, the
employees would intensify the
agitation. 

Dubey said that engineers
and employees maintaining
generation units and other
emergency services had been
exempted from the strike.

A PEJAC press release
issued on Monday said that the
UPPCL deposited �� 2631.20
crore of the GPF and ��1491.50
crore of CPF of employees in
the DHFL. However, ��1185.50
crore of the GPF and ��669.30
crore of CPF were withdrawn
by the Trust. 

The action committee
alleged that over ��2,200 crore
of the provident fund deposit
had been lost while the deposit
in the DHFL was made on an
annual interest rate of 7.75 per
cent. 
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Microsoft founder and the co-
chair of the Bill and

Melinda Gates Foundation, Bill
Gates on Monday hailed the ‘soil
health card’ saying the soil qual-
ity data helps farmers determine
what fertilisers to use. However,
there are opportunities to add
additional data to the existing one
and make a detailed soil map-
ping. “Better soil, better infor-
mation and better statistics will
help minimise the damage of cli-
mate change,” he added. 

In his keynote address at the
8th global conference on agri-sta-
tistics at the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR) ,
Gates said that better  statistical
information and innovative tools
will help minimise the damage of
climate change on the farm sec-

tor.   “As the effects of climate
change on smallholder farmers
will increase in future, there is an
opportunity for engaging with
the private sector in the field of
agriculture and play an important
role in boosting the crop yields,
he said.  “At a time when we have
to increase productivity, climate
change is making it far difficult.
Understanding how the chang-
ing weather is affecting our crops
and productivity and how we can
adapt to that — requires best
work in agriculture statistics
including use of new tools,” he
said.

Gates, said since the issue of
climate change is “complicated”,
different interventions are
required to be taken including
developing new variety of seeds
and their distribution to farmers.

There is an opportunity to

engage with the private sector in
agriculture, as there is a need to
make available the innovative
models and products to the
farmers for tackling the challenge
of climate change, he added.
Noting that smallholder farmers

are most affected by the climate
change across the world, Gates
said these farmers are very poor
and their children suffer from
malnutrition, especially stunting
issues.

“One drought and one flood

is enough to wipe out any savings
of their family. The intensity and
frequency of both drought and
flood is going to change. The
effects of climate change will
increase,” he said adding that this
is also an issue in India.

Inaugurating the event,
Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar said, “India is an
agriculture-based economy. The
Government depends on data for
policy making.” 

He also said the subject of
statistics and probabilistic ideas
in India seem to be of ancient ori-
gin in India.  A four-day global
conference is being organised by
the agriculture ministry in part-
nership with the United Nation’s
FAO, the US Department of
Agriculture, the World Bank, the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
and other agencies. 
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On a day the Rajya Sabha
entered its 250th Session

on Monday, the House wit-
nessed a makeover of the
House marshals’ uniforms that
have been redesigned by the
National Institute of Design
(NID) — from the traditional
Indian attire comprising a tur-
ban to a military-style outfits
with a cap. Customarily, the
presiding officer of the House
(Vice-President) is flanked by
two marshals who march ahead
of the Chairman to announce

the commencement of pro-
ceedings and also assist the
chair in his or her official
functions, including organising
the desk and providing order

documents. The all new Navy
blue uniform sported an aigu-
illette, an ornamental braided
cord with decorative metal tips
for the winter months.

However, it is different from
military uniforms. For the
summer months, the uniform
will be all-white on the lines of
Navy except the change in
design.

Earlier, the marshals sport-
ed safari suits during the summer
months and Indian bandhgalas
during the winter along with tur-
bans as head gear.  On Monday,
the first day of the 250th session
of the House of Elders, two mar-
shals in military-style uniforms
and caps marched in ahead of the
Chairman’s arrival, much to the
surprise of the members.
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Apatrolling party of the
Indian Army, guarding

the highest battlefield in
Northern Siachen Glacier in
Ladakh region, was stuck
under snow after an avalanche
hit an Army post, at an alti-
tude of over 19000 feet, late
Monday afternoon.

According to initial
reports, at least 8 Army per-
sonnel were part of the patrol
party which was hit by an
avalanche around 3.30 pm of
which four died.

The Indian Army had
immediately launched search
and rescue operations with
sophisticated equipment to
track down the foot prints of
the soldiers.

On February 3, 2016, 10
soldiers were swept away by an
avalanche in Northern Siachen
glacier.  
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In a daring broad daylight
incident, motorcycle-borne

armed miscreants fatally shot a
petrol pump manager and loot-
ed a bag containing Rs 11.22
lakh near Baghabeer Baba tem-
ple in Gorakhpur on Monday.

As per reports, manager of
the petrol pump in Belipar
area, Anand Swaroop Mishra,
and another employee were
going to the State Bank of
India branch at Mahavir
Chapra area on a motorcycle to
deposit the collections of
Sunday and Saturday when
two miscreants riding a motor-
cycle came from behind and
opened fire at them. After
being hit by bullets on his leg
and chest, Mishra lost balance
and crashed to the ground with
the bike. The miscreants later
snatched the bag containing Rs
11.22 lakh and fled. 

The victims were rushed to
BRD Medical College hospital
in Gorakhpur where Mishra
succumbed to his injuries.

The other petrol pump
employee, Sunil Singh, sus-
tained minor injuries. 

Soon after, senior police
officers rushed to the spot and
started investigations. ASP (
South) at Gorakhpur, Vipul
Kumar Srivastav, told media
persons that CCTV camera
footages on the route were
being scanned for leads and all
roads in the vicinity were being
checked for the robbers. 

Meanwhile in
Muzaffarnagar, unidentified
miscreants robbed a truck dri-
ver of Rs 1 lakh and strangulat-
ed him to death in Khatauli
township on Sunday. 

The body of driver Javed
was found with a belt wrapped
around his neck. He had come
to Muzaffarnagar where he
sold tomatoes and was on his
way to Amroha when the inci-
dent took place in Khatauli. 

A case was registered in this
connection and efforts were on
to identify and nab the accused.

In another incident, a 50-
year-old man killed his wife and
later committed suicide by
jumping in front of a train in
Chitrakoot on Saturday. 

Surajbhan Kesarwani had
an argument with his wife Asha
alias Rani (45) on Saturday
night, and he hit her with a
blunt object in a fit of rage. Later
that night, he fled home and
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The Uttar Pradesh State
Commission for Women

will hold jansunwai in 23 dis-
tricts of the state on November
20.  The UP State Commission
for Women’s member-secre-
tary has sent a letter in this
regard to the district magis-

trates and district police chiefs
concerned.

The jansunwai will be held
from 11 am onwards in
Saharanpur, Bhadohi, Etawah,
Siddharthnagar, Hardoi,
Maharajganj, Meerut, Varanasi,
Amroha, Agra, Hapur, Jhansi,
Kanpur Dehat, Unnao,
Kaushambi, Amethi, Sultanpur,

Ballia, Shravasti, Etah, Mirzapur,
Banda and Mau districts.

The UP State Commission
for Women has asked the dis-
trict magistrates and district
police chiefs to direct the offi-
cers concerned and women’s
police station in-charges to
remain present during the jan-
sunwai.
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Amid the razing controver-
sy that the Yogi Adityanath

government is contemplating
to change the name of Agra to
Agravan, a clarification dis-
missing the claim came from
the state government on
Monday.

Media Advisor to the Chief
Minister, Shalabh Mani
Tripathi, said in Lucknow on
Monday that there was no pro-
posal before the Chief Minister
to change the name of Agra to
Agravan.

Earlier, Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav had
taken a dig at the government,
saying that the Bharatiya Janata
Party government was in the
habit of changing names of
cities or telephone numbers of
essential services. “When will
it do welfare work?,” Akhilesh
asked in Mainpuri.

After Allahabad was
renamed Prayagraj and
Faizabad’s name was changed
to Ayodhya, a couple of BJP
leaders had demanded that
Agra too be rechristened to its
old name of Agravan.

They argued that since
Agra was dominated by

Agarwals, for whom  Maharaja
Agrasen is a revered figure, the
name of Agra be changed to
Agravan.

Late Jagan Prasad Garg,
who had won five times from
Agra North Assembly con-
stituency dominated by
Agarwals, had in the past writ-
ten to the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment, urging it that Agra be
renamed as Agravan.

Sources said that the state
government had asked the his-
tory department of Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar University in
Lucknow to research facts
about naming of Agra and
sought historic proof about it
earlier name of Agravan.

But as the process is time
consuming and since Agra is an
international tourist hot spot,
changing its name will not be
easy.

Meanwhile, the UP gov-
ernment is yet to decide on
changing the name of
Chandauli district to Deen
Dayal Upadhyaya district even
after receiving positive
response from the people in
general. Earlier, the
Mughalsarai railway station
was renamed as Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Nagar junction.
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Shiv Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray, who is engaged

in a tough political battle to
become the first Sena chief
minister in Maharashtra, is
likely to postpone his pro-
posed Ayodhya visit on
November 24.

Sources in Shiv Sena said
in Lucknow on Monday that
since Thackeray was busy in
government formation in
Maharashtra, his proposed
Ayodhya visit had been
deferred.

After the Supreme Court
verdict on the Ayodhya issue

on November 9, Thackeray
had announced to offer prayers
at the Ram Lalla temple on
November 24.

The Shiv Sena chief had
termed the day the apex court
pronounced its verdict on the
Ayodhya dispute as historic for
the country. He had also
announced to meet Bharatiya
Janata Party leader Lal Krishna
Advani to thank him for his
dedication for the Ram temple
movement.

However, the relationship
between the BJP and Shiv Sena
turned sour over government
formation in Maharashtra and
they parted ways.
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The MSME Export
Promotion Council has
suggested to the state

government to draft a fresh
MSME Policy for micro and
small units for utilising the vast
employment potential in the
sector.  

As per projections of the
Council, the setting up of three
crore MSMEs could create
direct employment for 10 crore
youths and indirect employ-
ment for 12 crore people in the
next five years. 

The Council has drawn a
roadmap for the development
of MSME sector in Uttar
Pradesh.

In its suggestions, the
Council said that the two main
problems facing the MSME
sector was flooding of Indian
market with cheap imported
goods from China and other
countries and credit crunch. 

The Council recommend-
ed that a MSME Finance
Development Corporation be
set up in UP to finance the sec-
tor and to link it with the ambi-
tious One District, One
Product (ODOP) scheme.

These suggestions were
made by the Council chairman
DS Rawat in Lucknow on
Monday in the presence of
chairman of UP unit, Hari
Narayan Rajbhar. 

Later, talking to media per-
sons, Dr Rawat said that it was
only the MSME sector which
could generate jobs. He said
that the new MSME Policy
should address only micro and
small units.

Dr Rawat said that UP
registered 100 per cent growth
in micro, small and medium

enterprises between 2015 to
2018 and their numbers rose
from 44.03 lakh units to 88.89
lakh units. 

The Council chairman,
who also released a study on
MSME sector in Uttar Pradesh,
claimed that UP was in the top
position both in numbers and
employment.

“UP has been adding on an
average 15 lakh MSME units
per year since 2015-16 and they
are providing jobs to over 165
lakh people, including 27.27
lakh females. If the growth pat-
tern remains the same, it is
expected that by 2022, the
number of MSME units could
touch 1.40 crore, providing
jobs to three crore people,” he
said.

The MSME Export
Council chairman said that a
roadmap for five years till
2025 had been prepared, tar-
geting three crore units and
direct jobs to 10 crore people
and indirect jobs to 12 crore

people.
“As the unemployment rate

is increasing in the country,
there is need to set up of a UP
MSME Finance Development
Corporation to support the
sector so that it becomes com-
petitive through skill develop-
ment, upgrading of technolo-
gy and establishing contacts
globally,” he said.

Meanwhile, the Council
will hold a four-day summit
and trade fair, ‘’Agra-rural
entrepreneurship: unleashing
opportunities for youth,
women and artisans’, in
Lucknow from February 13 to
16 next year.

This will be followed by a
Scheduled Caste, Scheduled
Tribe Entrepreneurship and
Women Empowerment sum-
mit in Purvanchal during May
next year.  

The Council has also pro-
posed an ‘ Uttar Pradesh
Pavilion’ at the World SMEs
show in China in June next year.
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Ensuring encouraging
crowd participation from

Uttar Pradesh in the pro-
posed ‘Bharat Bachao’ rally of
the Congress at Ram Leela
Ground in Delhi will be a
herculean task for UP
Congress Committee chief
Ajay Kumar ‘Lallu’. 

The Congress state chief
has been facing resentment
not only from party veterans,
but also those sidelined to
adjust his coterie in the state
committee.

Sources in UP Congress
said that after facing resent-
ment from party leaders at a
meeting to chalk out strategy
for the Delhi rally on Monday,
UPCC chief cancelled further
meetings in Lucknow. 

Now, the AICC secretary,
looking after UP will direct-
ly interact with office-bearers
and senior leaders after visit-
ing important districts across
the state. 

Lallu had earlier called a
meeting of all former MLAs
and MPs of the state on com-
ing Wednesday to discuss
about the Delhi rally and seek
their cooperation. The meet-
ing now stands cancelled. 

He had also called a
meeting of newly-appointed
chiefs of city and district
units but they have now been
directed to hold three chau-
pals in each parliamentary
constituency between
November 21 and 28 and seek
support from the public for
the Delhi rally.

Sources in the Congress
confirmed that on Monday,
Lallu called a meeting of
existing presidents of city
and districts even as Priyanka
was yet to clear the names of
new incumbents to replace
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ended his life by jumping in
front of Mahakaushal Express
near Piprawal Bridge. 

After ascertaining his iden-
tity, the police reached his
house early Sunday morning to
find his wife dead. 

Kesarwani ran a roadside
eatery and was a drug addict.
The couple is survived by two
sons and a daughter, who were
at home when the murder took
place but were unaware of the
incident. 
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them. 
One of the Congress lead-

ers attending this meeting
claimed that barely a dozen out
of the 68 city and district pres-
idents called for the meeting
turned up. Those who came to
the meeting expressed unhap-
piness over the manner in
which the new committee was
formed and decisions were
being taken at the helm. 

He said that as senior lead-
ers tried to cool down the irate
participants, saying that as
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra had
started looking after party
affairs, they must support her.

However, a leader of a
western UP city said Priyanka’s
decisions seemed to be going

against the party.
The participant wanted to

make it clear that marginalis-
ing all senior leaders and
adjusting new ones would
impede the party’s revival.
They said everyone should be
given respectable position if the
Congress wanted to make a
comeback. 

Congress veterans in UP,
including former MLAs and
MPs, had recently met to
express their angst over their
marginalisation. They plan to
take up the matter with
Congress chief Sonia Gandhi
and inform her how Priyanka’s
decisions are doing more harm
to the party than paving way
for its revival.
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An advocate and his juniors
were allegedly roughed up

by  at PGI police station on
Sunday night after he con-
fronted the cops on changing
the content of an FIR. The
police action stirred the hornet’s
nest as a huge number of
lawyers thronged the police
station to stage dharna. The
deadlock ended only on
Monday afternoon after senior
police officials assured the pro-
testers action against the cops
in question. Pushed on to the
back foot and apprehending
backlash from lawyers, the
police registered a case against
four policemen, including two
sub-inspectors.

As per reports, advocate
Ramshanker Tiwari of Goel
Apartment (Faizabad road),
along with a complainant, iden-
tified as Arvind, reached the
police station around 8 pm to
lodge an FIR in connection
with an incident. Arvind, who
is a retired armyman, was
attacked by a group of youths
when he was returning home
on his bike. He sought help
from Tiwari in getting an FIR
registered. “The cop working as
computer operators shouted
at Arvind for giving a fake
complaint and asked him to
change the content of the FIR
which he opposed. At this, the
computer operator blew his top
and started abusing Arvind. As
the counsel of Arvind, I
opposed the computer opera-
tor’s act and it stoked up his
anger. He called his colleagues
and in no time, around 50 cops
reached there. They attacked
me, Arvind and also my juniors

inside the police station,”
Tiwari stated in the FIR.

He alleged that he and his
colleagues were kicked and
beaten up with belts. “When I
told them I was a practising
lawyer of High Court, they
used abusive language for the
judges and also uttered con-
temptuous words against the
High Court,” Tiwari alleged.

He further alleged that the
cops attacking him and his col-
leagues told them that even the
judges could do no harm to
them. “The PGI SHO, who
reached the scene, and some of
my colleagues whom I called
for help, rescued me from the
cops,” he said. In the FIR,
Tiwari said the cops taunted
him and his colleagues for the
Tis Hazari Court episode in
which police and advocates.
“They mocked at all of us say-
ing they had trapped us now
and will now avenge the insult
to police in the Delhi case,”
some lawyers said.

Tiwari later identified four
policemen as Ashutosh Singh,
Raju Singh, S-I Ram Kumar
and Rajkumar during an iden-

tification parade. ASP (North)
Amit Kumar said the deadlock
ended after senior officials
intervened and assured action
following an investigation.

Sources said the cops put
Tiwari behind the lock-up
where they beat him black and
blue. “A commotion ensued
during the brawl and the news
reached lawyers who assembled
at the police station in huge
numbers. The assembly of
advocates at the police station
made the senior policemen
apprehensive and they reached
the scene to bring the situation
under control,” the sources
said. They said the police
would bully complainants and
force them to change the con-
tent of FIRs at almost all the
police stations in Lucknow.
“There will hardly be a single
case in which the police regis-
ter a case as per the FIR con-
tent. This is because the com-
plainants exaggerate on being
advised by their counsels. But
the attack on advocates and
locking them up at police sta-
tion for dissent is wrong,” the
sources opined.
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Aproperty dealer suffered
firearm injuries under

mysterious circumstances in
PGI police station area on
Monday morning. Police
termed it a case of accidental
firing. According to police
spokesman, Ramakant
Awasthi (42) of Eldeco
Saubhagyam (tower 6), along
with his nephew, was at his

house when he suffered
firearm injuries on his shoul-
der. “Awasthi drove to Trauma
Centre II in PGI police station
area and got himself admitted
there,” he said. 

The police said they were
trying to find out how Awasthi
suffered the gunshot and dis-
counted reports of an attack on
the property dealer. “There
was no truth to this theory.
Awasthi suffered injuries in an

accidental firing. He may have
been cleaning the nozzle of the
revolver or he may have
unmindfully mishandled the
weapon when it went off,” the
police said.

Sources said the police
did not even recover the
firearm from the property
dealer as yet. “As per standard
norms, the police take the
weapon in custody and send it
for ballistic test. In this case,

the police have yet to take such
action,” they said.

Meanwhile, an e-rickshaw
driver attacked his friend
with a sharp-edged weapon
and locked him in a makeshift
shanty, in which both were
living together, in the dead of
the night on Sunday. Hearing
the commotion, the residents
freed the victim and rushed
him to hospital. The police
spokesman said the victim

identified as Rajesh Rawat of
Barabanki had a brawl with
his friend Raju of Pratapgarh
during a drinking session at
the shanty and Raju later
attacked the victim. “The vic-
tim was admitted at Trauma
Centre and the police are
searching for the accused,” the
spokesman said. He said
Rajesh runs a temporary 
shop selling helmets near PGI
hospital.
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Three incidents, including
the thrashing of advocates

at PGI police station, kept the
Lucknow police on their toes
for over 16 hours since Sunday
night. Forces from different
police stations, including
Krishna Nagar, Mohanlalganj,
Nagram, Banthra and
Sarojininagar, were sum-
moned at the PGI police sta-
tion after the news of the
attack on lawyers spread and
a huge number of advocates
reached there.

Senior officials overseeing
the handling of the situation
were apprehensive that the
issue would backfire. “The
reason behind the apprehen-
sion was the animosity which
cropped up between the
lawyers and police following
the Tiz Hazari Court episode
in Delhi. At the time of the
incident, many of the police-
men condemned the attack on
Delhi police and came in sup-
port of their Delhi counter-
parts. Some of them had also
posted messages in support to
Delhi police,” the sources said.

While the police were
busy in addressing the issue,
the news of attack on a shan-
ty- dweller, Rajesh Rawat, sent
them into a tizzy.
Subsequently, a team was sent
to the crime scene where it

surfaced that the victim was
admitted to KGMU Trauma
Center. A team then left for
trauma Centre to record the
statement of the victim.

By Monday morning, the
police got a hint of reconcili-
ation in the lawyers’ issue and
they started working to give it
a final shape. Around 11 am,
the police got the news of a fir-
ing incident in which a prop-
erty dealer had suffered
injuries and a team was
pressed into service. 

Meanwhile, the police reg-
istered a case on the complaint
of Arvind, whose case was
being pleaded by advocate
Ramshanker Tiwari. The PGI
SHO said the case was regis-
tered for attack on Arvind and
blocking his movement and
for opening fire while leaving
the place against Shani,
Abhishek and Bhupendra. He
said the police are hunting for
the accused. Ramshanker
Tiwari, along with Arvind, had
gone to the PGI police station
to get the case lodged. Sources
said a sub-inspector and a
constable raised objection on
Arvind’s claim that the attack-
ers opened fire at him during
the attack and asked him to
delete the sentence. This later
resulted into a brawl between
the cops and the  advocate and
later snowballed into a high-
voltage drama.
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Students from Sydney
(Australia) arrived at

Lucknow to attend  an interna-
tional course at Lucknow
University. A two-week inter-
national course was launched
at the university on Monday.
Incharge of the Institute of
Wildlife Sciences (IWS) Amita
Kanaujia said the programme
is being organised by Centre
for Environment Education
(CEE) in association with the
University of Lucknow where
IWS is the nodal department.
Director of IQAC Cell Rajeev
Manohar made a presentation
to the group about LU.

Senior programme direc-
tor from CEE Preeti R
Kanaujia said this association

and exchange programme
began in year 2018. She said
there was an overwhelming
response from students from
both the universities, thus a
visit was organised this year
too. A group of 20 graduate
students from various streams
and four senior academics
arrived at Lucknow on
November 17. From the
University of Lucknow and its
affiliated colleges and BBAU,
over 20 students are attending
this course.

She said the entire pro-
gramme is divided into two
parts — the first part will take
place at Lucknow and for the
second part, the students will
be visiting to Suhelwa Wildlife
Sanctuary to look at rural life
and indigenous communities. 

This exchange programme
aims at introducing learners to
sustainability concerns in the
context of development in
India with a special focus to
northern India. The objective
of the course is to interpret
perspective on sustainability
along ecological and social
dimensions and use these to
examine critical themes of
importance to India, like pop-
ulation, water, health and cli-
mate change in view of
Sustainable Development
Goals.

Local experts such as
Venkatesh Dutt from BBAU,
Tanu Tandon from Amity
University and Kurvilla
Thomas from UP Forest
department will conduct ses-
sions during the programme.
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After deciding not to file a
review petition after the

Supreme Court scrapped its
petition on Ayodhya title suit,
the Nirmohi Akhara has
sought time from Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
meet him to convince the
government to include the
Akhara in the proposed trust
to oversee Ram temple con-
struction.

A letter written by Mahant
Dinendra Das of Nirmohi
Akhara to the Prime Minister
was handed over to Ayodhya
District Magistrate Anuj
Kumar Jha in Lucknow on
Monday by Akhara’s
spokesperson Prabhat Singh.

A copy of the letter was
also e-mailed to the Prime
Minister’s office for getting an
audience. In the letter, the
Akhara leader said that a five-
member delegation would
meet the Prime Minister.

The Akhara’s chief seers

and executive body members
met in Lucknow on Sunday
and decided to meet the Prime
Minister. Prabhat Singh said
that the Akhara would not
only ask for a seat in the pro-
posed trust but also important
position in the management,
like secretary or president.
The Akhara has also sought
the right to worship the deity.

“Another meeting will be
held after the meeting with the
Prime Minister and then our
future plan will be decided,” he
said. In its executive commit-
tee meeting, the Nirmohi
Akhara had decided not to file
a review petition against the
Supreme Court  verdict on
Ayodhya, in which its petition
was dismissed. The Nirmohi
Akhara was one of the main
plaintif f  in the Ram
Janmabhoomi case. 

In its order, the Supreme
Court has asked the Centre to
grant representation in the
Trust to Nirmohi Akhara,
whose suit was dismissed.
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The Bahujan Samaj Party tar-
geted the Yogi Adityanath

government over the “brutal
lathicharge” on farmers protest-
ing against inadequate pay-
ment or non-payment of com-
pensation for their land
acquired by the government for
a township project in Unnao.
The angry farmers also burnt
their standing crop as a mark of
protest. 

In a tweet posted on
Monday, BSP chief Mayawati
said, “The state government

needs to immediately resolve
the land compensation dispute
that has been going on for the
past few days in Unnao. They
should be sitting across with
land owners rather than
indulging in police lathi-charge
and exploitation, which is high-
ly condemnable. The govern-
ment should take this very seri-
ously.” Following the protests,
Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on
Saturday shared a 22-second
video of the clash on Twitter. 

“UP chief minister is mak-
ing big speeches in Gorakhpur,

but see the condition of his
police. A farmer in Unnao is
lying semi-conscious after being
beaten by a lathi (stick). He is
still being beaten up. There
should be some shame. A per-
son who grows grains for you is
subjected to such cruelty,” she
tweeted in Hindi.

For the past two days, farm-
ers have been protesting in
Unnao over inadequate com-
pensation for their land
acquired for Trans-Ganga City
project that will come up near
Kanpur. On Sunday, some plas-
tic pipes and two vehicles were

set ablaze outside the godown of
Uttar Pradesh State Industrial
Development Authority (UPSI-
DA), a day after the farmers
clashed with the police. On
Saturday, the protesting farmers
clashed with the police when
government officials visited the
project site to clear encroach-
ments. Several farmers and
three police personnel were
injured in the incident. Unnao
District Magistrate Devendra
Kumar Pandey has dismissed
the claims of the protesters, say-
ing that the farmers have been
adequately compensated.
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Lucknow (PNS): Bharatiya
Janata Party’s firebrand leader
and former member of Rajya
Sabha, Vinay Katiyar, lambast-
ed All India Majlis-e-Ittehad-
ul-Muslimeen (AIMIM) leader
Asaduddin Owaisi for trying to
trigger communal disturbances
on the Ayodhya verdict for his
own vested political interests.

“When the entire country
showed a picture of harmony
with Hindus refraining from
celebrations after the Supreme
Court verdict, the act of Owaisi
and All India Muslim Personal
Law Board (AIMPLB) of filing
a review petition exposes the
intentions of Muslim leaders,”
Katiyar told media persons in
Lucknow on Monday.

Katiyar, once the Hindu
hardline mascot of Bharatiya
Janata Party, said: “When the
Ayodhya issue has been
resolved, these leaders are try-
ing to create problems for their
own vested political interests.”

Katiyar said that at present,
the atmosphere in the country
after the Ayodhya verdict was
peaceful and there was total
communal harmony with
majority of Indians – both
Muslims and Hindus – accept-
ing the verdict.

“But it is unfortunate that
leaders like Owaisi are trying
their best to disturb peace in
the country and making
attempts to incite minorities in
the name of Ayodhya judge-
ment,” he said. Katiyar even
warned Owaisi that if he did
not mend his way, they “knew
how to treat such people”.
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Can Lucknow Development
Authority (LDA) demolish

or seal 24,000 unauthorised
structures located in different
parts of the city in the current
financial year? The figure was
disclosed in a survey carried
out by the development author-
ity with the assistance of a
multi-national company spe-
cialising in civil engineering.

It is expected that a special
drive would be launched from
December 15. It would be
planned in a meeting scheduled
to be held here in the last week
of this month. However, offi-
cials have not disclosed the

company on administrative
grounds. LDA Vice-Chairman
PN Singh said a strategy has to
be chalked at the earliest to
complete the task and demol-
ish the illegal structures in
public interest. Interestingly,
the worst-hit areas are the
newly-developed localities, and
not the old parts of the city. In
fact, the LDA administration
has no skilled manpower or
equipment to pull down struc-
tures having four or more then
storeys.

Sources said the LDA
administration should be held
responsible for the mushroom-
ing illegal structures as it
looked the other way when

they were being constructed. 
Chief engineer IS Singh

said he was confident that the
LDA administration would
launch a drive with the help of
experts and government
departments. It is said there are
influential groups consisting of
politicians and bureaucrats
who have invested millions in
the real estate in gross violation
of rules and regulations to
earn huge profits.

The state government has
also been informed of the mas-
sive network of the unautho-
rised structures. The govern-
ment officials are aware of the
problem and have also
expressed concern.
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CII is organising Lucknow
Regional Roundtable Meet

on Breast Cancer on Tuesday.
Organisers said that it will bring
together key policy-makers and
healthcare providers at state
level to deliberate and discuss
how to take breast cancer man-
agement forward. “Using evi-
dence and recommendations
outlined in National Whitepaper
and encapsulating insights from
state roundtable, these will be
taken  further to enhance effec-
tiveness and outcome of inter-
ventions part of NCD pro-
grammes,” he said.

“The mortality to incidence
ratio was found to be as high as
66 in rural registries and as low

as eight in urban registries.
There are multiple reasons for
late detection including lack of
awareness, shyness on part of
patients, social stigma, and igno-
rance at primary and secondary
health care level,” said the organ-
isers.  “In India, the burden of
breast cancer is increasing due to
various factors and more young
women reported diagnosed at
advanced stage. An early diagno-
sis and treatment with appropri-
ate medical management
improves the outcome and qual-
ity of life and decreases the bur-
den on the patient and the
dependent. Current innovative
treatment options offers to
extend the life of advanced breast
cancer patients with acceptable
quality of life,” they pointed out.
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Five passengers were killed
and over 30 injured when a

speeding private bus met with
an accident in Deoria on
Sunday night. In three separate
incidents, seven persons,
including four children, were
killed since Sunday night. 

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath expressed grief over
the Deoria mishap and direct-
ed senior officials to ensure
immediate medical relief to the
injures. As per reports, the
driver of a private bus going
from Sitamarhi (Bihar) to
Jaipur lost control on wheels as
a result of which the vehicle
overturned on NH-28 near
Hetimpur toll plaza in Deoria
late Sunday night. 

The mishap resulted in the
death of five passengers and left
30 others injured. Four of the
five deceased were identified as
Suraj, Rajesh, Guddu and
Dheeraj of Suhagibarwa ham-
let of Maharajganj. 

The injured were rushed to
Deoria district hospital from
where 11 critical passengers —
Smita (Motihari), Shankar Jha
(Madhubani), Aarti Devi
(Sitamarhi), Santosh Singh,
Rajesh Verma, Shambhu
Kumar, Manu, Nathuni,
Prabhu, Vivek, Akhilesh —
were referred to BRD Medical

College hospital in Gorakhpur. 
The victims told the police

that the driver was inebriated
at the time of accident. 

Gorakhpur Divisional
Commissioner Jayant Narlikar
and IG (Gorakhpur Range) Jai
Narain Singh visited the spot
along with district magistrate
and district police chiefs of
Kushinagar and Deoria, respec-
tively. They supervised rescue
operation and ensured treat-
ment for the injured. 

Meanwhile in Bijnor, Rohit
Agarwal of Azad Colony was
returning with his family mem-
bers after attending a marriage
ceremony in a SUV and as he
was passing through NH-74,
the SUV rammed into a tree
near Kalakheri railway crossing
and overturned on Sunday
night. In the mishap, Rohit, his
wife Roopal, son Vanshu,
brother Rajat Agarwal’s wife
Divya, his friend Ankush’s wife
Anupama of Janakpuri
(Bareilly) were critically injured
while Ankush’s three-year-old
daughter Aarohi and Rajat’s
four four-year-old daughter
Aadhya died on the spot. 

The injured were rushed to
a primary health centre in
Nagina from where they were
referred to District Hospital in
Bijnor. 

In a similar mishap in
Balrampur, three members of

a family were killed and eight
others were seriously injured
when the SUV they were trav-
elling in overturned and fell
into a roadside ditch on
Sunday. SP of Balrampur,
Devranjan Verma said that 11
occupants of the SUV were
returning from a marriage
function from Maharajganj to
Ithiatok area of Gonda when
the accident took place near the
jungles of Quano on Sunday
night. While Khalid Islam (43),
his wife Arifa (41), and a kin
Sikander Ali (45) died on the
spot, eight others were serious-
ly injured and rushed to the
district hospital. The injured
were identified as Suhail,
Sufiya, Salman, Kistun, Latif
and Azad. In another incident
reported from Chittaur hamlet
in Fatehpur, a fire broke out in
Nanka’s house under mysteri-
ous circumstances on Sunday
evening. 

Nanka had died a few
months back and his two wives,
Rajkali and Murahi, were
working in the field. Nanka’s
five-year-old daughter Shweta
and his nephew Vijay’s four-
year-old daughter Rajni were
trapped inside and were burnt
alive. Fire brigade personnel
took over an hour to control
the fire. A case was registered
and efforts were being made to
confirm the cause of fire.
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Atalk session between
Bollywood actor Manav

Kaul and ‘qissagoi’ artiste
Himanshu Bajpai was organ-
ised on Monday as a curtain
raiser to the Repertwahr Fest,
scheduled to be held in
December. Manav discussed
his recently launched book
titled ‘Bahut Door, Kitna Door
Hota Hai’. Manav said he has
always wanted to take his read-
ers on a magical journey
through his words and the
thought of this book occurred
to him while he was on a trip
to Europe.

“This book is not a travel-
ing account but a beautiful
amalgamation of fantasy and
real experience,” he said. The
book has a tone of reality

mixed with fiction. The conver-
sation was made interesting
with Himanshu’s remarks and
Lakhnavi andaaz.

Manav also read out a sec-
tion of the book and discussed
his childhood days when he
looked at the airplanes and
wondered where did they go.
He also shared his travelling
experience and how his back-
ground and growing years
helped him become a writer
and an actor. He said his iden-
tity as a writer and actor is
completely different.

“Writing for me is a flow of
thoughts being written down
along with transcreation of
real life experiences,” he said.

Himanshu also discussed
with him the language that he
uses to express his thoughts in
his books, and Manav said it is

the language of his soul that
flows without conscious filters.

Manav was born in

Baramulla (Kashmir) and
brought up in Hoshangabad
(Madhya Pradesh). In 2004, a

dream for a theatre group was
taking shape somewhere in
his mind. His plays like
‘Shakkar Ke Paanch Daane’
and ‘Park’ made their mark in
national and international cir-
cles, and his group ‘Aranya’
became well-known in the cre-
ative sphere. In his play ‘Pile
Skootar Wala Aadmi’, Manav’s
poetic style of writing was
compared with veterans like
Nirmal Verma and Vinod
Kumar Shukla. His tryst with
the cine world started with
‘Jajantaram Mamantaram’ in
2003 and he has been praised
for his roles in films like ‘Kai Po
Che’, ‘Wazir’ and ‘Jai Gangajal’.
His short story collection
‘Theek Tumhare Peechhe’ was
the most loved story book of
2016. ‘Prem Kabootar’ is his
second book.
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A tour comprising 18 col-
lege students, along with two
teachers from Kumbi district of
Assam, was flagged off from
Kumbi on November 8 for
Delhi and Agra. During their
halt at Delhi from November12
to 15, the students had an
opportunity to interact with
the General Officer
Commanding, Delhi Area. The

students visited prominent his-
torical monuments like Qutub
Minar, Red Fort, India Gate and
Akshardham Mandir. They also
visited the newly-constructed
National War Memorial. They
then visited Agra from
November 16 to 17. They were
awestruck by the beauty of Taj
Mahal and Agra Fort. They
were also shown the Army
Public School, Fatehpur Sikri
and Mother Teresa’s

Missionaries of Charity. The stu-
dents expressed happiness over
the opportunity presented to
them by the Indian Army to
witness such historical places.
Army conducts a large number
of educational awareness and
national integration tours for
various strata of society, espe-
cially from Jammu and Kashmir
and North East regions, with
students forming a predominant
part of the initiative.
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Unity College held an

awards ceremony on Monday
to honour the toppers in ICSE
and ISC exam. The best stu-
dents of pre-primary, primary,
secondary and senior sec-
ondary were also given away
medals and scholarships. Also
felicitated on the occasion were
their parents. The programme
was presided over by founder-
president Dr Kalbe Sadiq.
Speaking on the occasion, he
said all virtues spring from
knowledge, hence more and
more good educational institu-
tions should be established to
rid the community and nation
of poverty and ignorance.
Shubair Alam, the only nation-
al champion of the college in
the 100m race ASISC, received
a special honour. Principal
Francis Castelino applauded
the awardees and thanked the
teachers.
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Governor Anandiben Patel

has extended the term of

SGPGI director Rakesh Kapoor
for the next three months or till
the appointment of the new
director, whichever comes first.
Kapoor’s term was ending on
November 19.
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Sanatkada Fest will be held

from January 31 to February 4
next year. Key organiser
Madhavi Kukreja said the
theme will be ‘Awadh Ke
Qasbati Rang’. “Suburban set-
tlements at some distance from

the city, many qasbas predate
urban centres. Qasbas evolved
as centres of ‘sufi’ and ‘bhakti’
traditions and learning. Art
forms employing local contexts
flourished, plays such as ‘Inder
Sabha’, folk theatre, Ramlila
were popular forms of cultur-
al expression, ‘sufi’ poets com-
posed in praise of Prophet
Mohammad, Hazrat Ali and
Lord Krishna, and no festival
was celebrated without partic-
ipation of people of other
faiths,” she said.
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Divisional Commissioner
Mukesh Meshram held a

meeting on Monday to discuss
matters related to making the
city child-friendly and improv-
ing transport facilities.

He said in order to make
the city child-friendly, it is
important to paint the prima-
ry school buildings in nice
colours and have a number of
equipment in schools. He said
efforts should be made to con-
serve water bodies and discus-
sions should be held to invite
suggestions from people too.

He said that for increasing
the quality of education in
government schools, experts
and teachers should be invited
from outside. “There should be
areas marked for walking,
cycling and entertainment for
children. It is important to
give a right ambience to the
children apart from giving
them qualitative education,”
Meshram said. The
Commissioner was apprised by

Vastuvidh Sangh  that  experts
across the city will prepare a
concept note on the same and
submit it shortly.

Meanwhile, the  Divisional
Commissioner held a meeting
of Urban Mobility Node
Project under which a Smart
City road had to be construct-
ed from Charbagh to
Hazratganj. The meeting was
attended by officials from
Lucknow Metro Rail
Corporation, Public Works
Department, Jal Kal, Nagar
Nigam and Lucknow Smart
City Limited.

There are some works
pending on the road between
Charbagh and Munshipulia,
and directions were given to
the PWD workers to ensure
coordination with Lucknow
Metro Rail Corporation to
complete the work in a week’s
time. Directions were also
given to the departments to
provide details of their utilities
to UPMTS officials  so that
they can include it in their work
strategy plan.
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road outside the Safdarjang
Tomb. The students sat on
road demanding the release of
students detained by the police. 

The students also alleged
that the police used baton on
them at Safdarjang Tomb while
they were marching towards
Parliament, however, the same
was refuted by the Delhi Police.
Mandeep Singh Randhawa,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Central district
and Public Relation Officer
(PRO) of Delhi Police said that
police will enquire about the
lathi charge allegation. 

“It could be possible that
some of them sustained
injuries when the barricades
were broken by the students.

Even some police personnel
got injured,” the Randhawa
added. However, Aishe Gosh
said they took out a peaceful
march from JNU. “The police
thought they would detain
students including two JNUSU
office bearers and the move-
ment would end, but every stu-
dent is a leader. We are all
fighting together. The Delhi
Police is upset. Till the time
there is not a complete rollback
of the hike and of the IHA
manual, we will continue our
agitation.”

“Students wanted to draw
attention of Parliamentarians
towards the issue following
which a march was organized
but the police lathi charged us
and detained several students.

Several students are injured.
We were just going to our rep-
resentatives,” said S Balaji, for-
mer president of JNUSU.   

The protest by students
also lead to the traffic jams at
several areas in Central Delhi
including Nelson Mandela
Marg, Aurobindo Marg and
Baba Gang Nath Marg where
the traffic could be seen mov-
ing a snail’s pace.  The simmer-
ing discontent among the JNU
students community against
the university administration
over the proposed fee hike took
form of a massive protest on
November 11 with students
registering their protest in
front of Union Human
Resource Development (HRD)
Minister on the day of the ‘con-

vocation’. On November 13,
JNU Executive Council (EC) in
a meeting held outside the
University campus decided to
partially rollback the hike in
hostel fees.

Following the meeting on
November 13, the Executive
Committee came up with the
new proposal, which said the
rent for a double-seater room
which was raised from Rs 10
per month earlier to Rs 300 in
the draft has been reduced to
Rs 100 a month while the rent
for the single-seater room,
proposed at Rs 600 from Rs 20
per month earlier, has been
reduced to Rs 200 per month.

The committee also pro-
posed a new scheme for eco-
nomic assistance to the

Economically Weaker Section
(EWS) students. “The newly
introduced service charges of
Rs 1,700 for sanitation, main-
tenance, cook, mess helper
has not been rolled back nor
reduced,” said a student.
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“Sharad Pawar met the

Congress President today and
briefed her on the situation in
Maharashtra. It was decided
that in a day or two, represen-
tatives from NCP and Congress
will meet in Delhi to discuss the
way forward,” Congress
spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala said in a tweet after
the 50-minute meeting
between the two. Maharashtra
was placed under the

President’s rule on November
12 after no party or alliance
staked claim to form govern-
ment in the state.

Pawar’s meeting with the
Congress chief comes a day
after the NCP’s core committee
held a meeting in Pune and
resolved that the President’s
Rule should end and an “alter-
native government” be formed
in Maharashtra.

In the October 21
Maharashtra polls, the BJP-
Sena saffron alliance had
secured a comfortable major-
ity by winning 105 and 56 seats
respectively in the 288-member
Assembly. The Congress and
the NCP, pre-poll allies, 
had won 44 and 54 seats
respectively
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The family of a Dalit man,
who was forced to drink

urine and died after being
mercilessly thrashed, ended
its protest on Monday after
the Punjab Government
offered �20 lakh compensa-
tion, a Government job to his
wife and free education to his 
three children.

The State Government
also announced a probe into
the case by an additional
director general of police
rank officer, besides ensuring
filling of challan against the
four accused in court within
seven days ,  an of f ic ia l
spokesperson said in a
release. 

The ADGP has also been
mandated to probe lapses by
officers, if any, to fix account-
ability. All efforts would be
made to ensure stringent

punishment for the culprits
within three months, the
spokesperson said.

Director  General  of
Police Dinkar Gupta deputed
Additional Director General
of Police Gurpreet Deo to
undertake the inquiry and
submit a list of recommenda-
tions to prevent unfortunate
delays in the future in filing
the case. 

The DGP said the inquiry
officer’s responsibility should
also be fixed to initiate disci-
plinary proceedings against
the erring officers. Sandeep
Sandhu, the political secre-
tary to Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh, said a
compensation of Rs 20 lakh,
including �8.25 lakh under
the SC/ST (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, will be given
to the next of kin of the 37-
year-old man who was killed
earlier this month.
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The Congress on Monday
alleged that the Modi gov-

ernment had overruled the
RBI to introduce electoral
bonds to enable “black money
to enter the BJP coffers” and
demanded that the scheme be
scrapped immediately.

Describing it as “opaque”
and promoting “money laun-
dering”,  the party also
demanded that the names of
those who bought these bonds
be made public and asked
what the “quid pro quo” was.

Citing media reports and
RTI responses, the opposition
party alleged that the govern-
ment asked the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) for its opinion
just days before before unveil-
ing electoral bonds, but dis-
miss the Central bank’s reser-
vations and objections.

Congress spokesperson
and MP Rajeev Gowda alleged
that the government seeking
the RBI’s nod just ahead of the
unveiling shows it was done in
a “perfunctory” manner and

the Central bank’s reservations
were dismissed in haste.

Congress general secre-
tary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
also attacked the government
on the issue, alleging that
electoral bonds were “cleared
by bypassing RBI” and “dis-
missing” national security
concerns in order to enable
black money to enter the BJP
coffers. 

“It appears that while the
BJP was elected on the
promise of eradicating black
money it was busy lining....its
own pockets with exactly that!
What a shameful betrayal of
the Indian people,” she said on
Twitter.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Gowda termed the elec-
toral bond scheme “fraudu-
lent” and claimed that it elim-
inates a level-playing field.

“It is a fraud on the peo-
ple of India. It is a fraud on the
electoral process. It elimi-
nates the level playing field
that needs to be there in a true
democracy. It brings in opac-
ity and this opacity was

objected to by the Election
Commission of India,” the
Congress MP said.

He alleged that the gov-
ernment brought the scheme
as a money bill so that changes
cannot be made in it in the
Rajya Sabha.

“The Congress party has
opposed the electoral bond
scheme because it lacks trans-
parency, it lacks fairness... we
demand that the BJP govern-
ment if it has nothing to hide
must reveal the entities who
have bought the bonds and to
what extent,” Gowda said.

“We demand that the BJP
government explain to the
people of India what policy
favours, including the selling
of public assets to crony cap-
italists, have taken place as a
result of electoral bond trans-
actions,” he said.  The
Congress also demands the
immediate scrapping of the
electoral bond scheme which
even the RBI and the EC have
questioned because it is
opaque and is a “money laun-
dering scheme”, Gowda added. 

“We demand an inquiry
into how the finance ministry
took decisions to overrule the
RBI to establish this corrup-
tion-inducing scheme and we
urge the government to come
clean,” he said.

Gowda alleged that elec-
toral bonds worth at least Rs
6,000 crore have been sold
since March 2018 and the
BJP has garnered more than
95 per cent of the money.

Earlier, Congress’ chief
spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala also cited a media
report to allege that the gov-
ernment “overruled” the RBI
on the issue of introducing
electoral bonds.

“RTI reveals how ‘electoral
bonds’ became instruments of
anonymous donations bor-
dering on opaque ‘money
laundering’,” Surjewala said
in a tweet.

“Will the Modi Govt
answer — 1. How many thou-
sand crores of bonds issued?
2. How many  thousand crores
received by BJP? 3. The ‘Quid
Pro Quo’?” he asked.
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Without mentioning J&K,
which was recently bifur-

cated into Union Territories,
Former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh on Monday
said as a Council of States, the
Rajya Sabha should have a
greater say in legislations deal-
ing with redrawing bound-
aries of States. Participating in
the discussion on the "Role of
Rajya Sabha in Indian Polity
and Need for Reform" on the
first day of the 250th session of
the House, Singh said, "On
some matters, this House
should be given greater respect
by the executive, that is not the
case now. For example, impor-
tant issues like redrawing the
boundaries of a
State.Converting them into
Union territories, is such a
far-reaching proposal or legis-
lation, this House, a Council of
States, should be given more
powers to deal with these
issues.

"The Government should
consult with the council of
States much more effectively
before such drastic measures
can be considered by the House
as a whole," he added.

On the issue of scrutiny of
bills by parliamentary com-
mittees, Singh said, "For our
chamber (Rajya Sabha) to fully
function, it is required that we
scrutinise the bills more thor-
oughly in (parliamentary)
committees, where not only the
members can apply their mind,
even the opinion of stakehold-
ers can be solicited."

He told the House that in
the 16th Lok Sabha, only 25 per
cent of the bills introduced

were referred to the commit-
tees, much lesser than the 71
per cent and the 60 per cent in
the 15th and 14th Lok Sabha
respectively.

"I would assert that regard-
less of what the other House
does, it is crucial for our House
to form select committees to
ensure that the bills receive the
detailed scrutiny that they
deserve," the Congress leader
said.

The Rajya Sabha commit-
tees had done a commendable
job of improving legislations,
he said, adding, "I would urge
that we should follow this
practice for all the bills which

come before this august
House."

On the misuse of the pro-
visions of money bills, Singh
said, "Article 110 allows prece-
dence of Lok Sabha over the
matters in money bills. In the
recent past, we have seen
instances of misuse of money
bills’ provisions by the execu-
tive, leading to bypassing the
Rajya Sabha."

"Today, as we celebrate the
250th session of the Rajya
Sabha, it is appropriate for us
to reflect on whether we lived
up to the expectations of the
framers of our Constitution,"
he said.
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Protesting over the contin-
ued detention of sitting

National Conference MP
Farooq Abdullah in J&K,
Opposition members on
Monday described it as illegal
and demanded that he be
allowed to attend the House
even as the Congress raised the
issue of removal of Special
Protection Group (SPG) secu-
rity cover for its president
and his family. 

Congress was upfront from
the word go with its members
in good strength moving to the
well of the house and charging
the Government with attacking
the opposition and foisting
false cases against it.  

Their protests continued
until end of the question hour
when Speaker Om Birla
allowed Congress leader in the
Lok Sabha Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury to make his com-
ments on the detention of
Abdullah .  

Opposition leaders also
raised the issue of MPs not
being allowed to visit Jammu
and Kashmir after abrogation
of its special status under arti-
cle 370 whereas parliamentar-
ians from Europe allowed to
go there.  Chowdhury
described the EU delegation as
"bhade ke tattu" (hirelings).

"Our leader Rahul Gandhi
was not allowed to visit (J&K),

several MPs were sent
back.Whereas bhade ke tatu
from Europe were being taken
there. Isn’t it an insult to all
MPs. I want to ask MPs of rul-
ing alliance don’t they think it
was their insult," Chowdhury
said. On the detention of
Abdullah, he said the NC
supremo has been under
detention for 106 days and it
is his constitutional right to
attend the House.

Raising the issue during
Zero Hour, Chowdhury said it
was an "atrocity" not to allow the
former J&K Chief Minister to
attend Lok Sabha proceedings.

Giving an account of
sequence of events, the
Speaker said when Home
Minister Amit Shah informed
the House in the previous
session that Abdullah was not
under detention, he was then
correct. The written informa-
tion of his detention was
received later by the Lok Sabha
secretariat, he said

He said now he has writ-
ten information that Abdullah
is under detention. DMK
leader TR Baalu sought Birla’s
intervention in the matter,
saying the speaker is the cus-
todian of the House and should
ensure that members are
allowed to attend the House.

"What has happened with
Farooq is illegal.You are cus-
todian of the House.You have
to make intervention," Baalu

said.
The DMK leader also said

that same is the case with
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) leader and former J&K
Chief Minister Mehbooba
Mufti and noted that her
daughter has said that the PDP
leader has been manhandled.

National Conference MP
Hasnain Masoodi said the for-
mer Chief Minister was under
preventive custody not under
judicial custody and it can be
revoked by the Speaker’s order.

"Farooq Sahab represents
Srinagar and it is right of the
20 lakh people of Srinagar that
their voice be heard in the
House.I have proof that he is
not in judicial custody, he is in
preventive custody. 

Your one order can revoke
it," Masoodi said while
addressing the Chair. Similar
sentiments on Abdullah’s
arrest were made by TMC
leaders as well.  The issue was
also raised by RSP leader N K
Premachandran when he was
given a chance to ask a sup-
plementary question related to
the Finance Ministry.

Chowdhury also raised
the issue of withdrawal of
SPG cover of Former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh
and the Gandhi family. He said
as Former Prime Minister,
late Atal Bihari Vajpayee
remained under SPG protec-
tion. 
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In a departure from conven-
tion, the Rajya Sabha on

Monday allowed leaders of
various political parties to
speak and pay tributes to five
late members, Arun Jaitley,
Ram Jethmalani, Jagannath
Mishra, Gurudas Dasgupta and
Sukhdev Libra, instead of just
the Chairman making obituary
references.

Usually, the chair in the
Upper House reads out obitu-
ary references before mem-
bers rise as a mark of respect to
the memory of the departed.
The House adjourns proceed-
ings if a sitting member pass-
es away and takes up listed
agenda soon after the mourn-
ing in case of former members.

But since the obituary was
of Jaitley - a man who had per-

sonally touched political lives
of many leaders across the
political spectrum, Chairman
M Venkaiah Naidu allowed
members to speak.

Once leaders had spoken,
Naidu adjourned the proceed-
ings till 2 pm as a mark of
respect to Jaitley and Ram
Jethmalani, both sitting mem-
bers.

In his obituary reference,
Naidu described Jaitley as a
"quintessential politician" and
a "man of impeccable integri-
ty" whose stellar contribution
is a matter of record.

An advocate by profession
and a member of the Upper
House since April 2000, Jaitley
passed away on August 24 at
the age of 66, he said. 
Jaitley, he said, left an inedible
mark on all Ministries he head-
ed and was the force behind

many landmark legislations
including the Goods and
Services Tax (GST), Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Code, Benami
Act and the merger of Rail
Budget with General Budget.

Naidu also mentioned
passing away of Jethmalani on
September 8 at the age of 95 as
well as former member

Jagannath Mishra (82) on
August 19, Sukhdev Singh
Libra (86) on September 6 and
Gurudas Dasgupta (82) on
October 31.

While Leader of the House
Thaawarchand Gehlot said
Jaitley’s death was a personal
loss to him, Leader of the
Opposition and senior
Congress leader Ghulam Nabi
Azad said the personal rela-
tionship that the deceased
member shared with other
members turned political bit-
terness into sweetness on most
tense issues.

"We haven’t seen such a
media savvy minister and
leader," he said, adding Jaitley
did not stop meeting media
personnel and friends even
when he was ill during his last
days.

Derek O’Brien (TMC) said

Jaitley was a mentor to many of
the new entrants in Parliament
despite having diagonally
opposite political ideology. He
recalled how Jaitley had taken
positively his comment on him
being a "plantation manager
who planted stories" in media
sitting in Parliament.

Azad described Jethmalani
as perhaps the only practising
lawyer and a player in his
mid-90s.

Ram Gopal Yadav (SP)
recalled the contribution of
Dasgupta and termed him as
"sharp leader".

Senior NCP leader Sharad
Pawar recalled the contribution
of Jaitley to sports. He said
Jaitley often used to discuss
issues related to cricket with
him.The House observed
silence as mark of respect to the
late leaders.
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Intensifying its steps to ensure
clean air in smog-hit Delhi,

the Government on Monday
said concerned officials found
guilty of any kind of deliberate
omission or negligence in con-
trolling pollution in Delhi will
be held responsible and pun-
ished. 

This was decided at a high-
level meeting on air pollution
chaired by Union Environment
Ministry CK Mishra and
attended by Chief Secretaries of
Delhi, Punjab, Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh besides repre-
sentatives of Central Pollution
Control Board and other stake-
holders.

"We will act decisively. The
officials found deliberately
neglecting action to check the
pollution will be held respon-
sible and penalize. Also viola-
tors will be punished. In the
next fifteen days we will inten-
sify the crackdown on violators,
illegal constructions and action
will be taken to reduce emis-
sions. New technology is also
being worked upon," Mishra
told reporters after the meeting.

The northern States have
been witnessing severe air pol-
lution since last month, with
the air quality even touching
the ‘emergency’ mark, trigger-
ing anger among citizens.

The air pollution in the
national capital was so toxic
after Diwali that the
Environmental Pollution
(Prevention and Control)
Authority (EPCA) had declared
a public health emergency in
the Delhi-NCR and had
advised people, especially chil-

dren and the aged, to refrain
from venturing outside their
homes.

Also, a meeting of a parlia-
mentary standing committee to
discuss the rising levels of air pol-
lution in the national capital was
postponed as most participants,
including Member of Parliament
from East Delhi, Gautam
Gambhir, skipped the meeting 

The Delhi Government
had urged the Centre numer-
ous times to take steps to deal
with the air pollution as it has
blamed the stubble burning in

the neighbouring states for
the deteriorating air quality
here.

A few days ago, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s prin-
cipal secretary PK Mishra had
reviewed the air situation in
Delhi and other parts of north
India wherein it was decided
that the chief secretaries of the
affected States will monitor
the situation round-the-clock
and take steps to tackle the
menace.

The Environment Ministry
official said sprinkling of water
has been advised in many parts
of Delhi to ensure dust settles.
Punitive action will be taken
over construction activities
and Delhi has been asked to
stop all waste burning in indus-
trial areas, he added.

Mishra said he will be per-
sonally monitoring the situa-
tion on the daily basis. We dis-
cussed accepted air pollution
plan while within the next
fortnight, we will intensify our
anti-pollution measure and
review the situation as direct-
ed by the Supreme Court.

���4	�	����7�(
��'�����	�
$
�	�*
���
&��
�' @�*���

#$%&#'(
��	���
��'�����!$��$
	
�	%������	�'�
$�

�2�%����;�"��8�"���'�)
���*)*����)���*����������*
����))����'�������������+
*��*�*��#�8����*������
1�)�)���������)����'�����)�*��
�)���*1����������*���'�)�"��:��
 �1*<�&�8����"�9��*������*��)
9����)�*��*�*�����*)*
9��������)����*�����)*�������
*����������*=)����*��"))���<
*��*�9����������������,.�
&�������+�*��#�8����*
��������)<�*����))���1�����*��*�
*1������8���-<>>>����������))
.>����*��"*�*=)�.?���)*���*)�

03��'�����!$��$����	
�$
� ����	
��!/���$	 ���-4+�

�2�%����;����� �:���"����
����)�'�������@�������@��
&������9������������*)*
��)���*����������*�����))
���'�������+���)*�)�������+���
)������)*�*1)�*��*���)*9���
"*�*����6A$��B3���+�����
������������$�)������(��)*�*1)
��*�����*���<B�������*�
�������)�����9�������*���)���
B�*�*���)�������)��1*���B�

)1+� �����!/� /����!
�
�! ��(�$"��
�����5! $

�2�%����;�����9��C->
��))������)����8����*���)
D%�5)E�����+�*���������%��*���
D��%E������&1+1)*�*��!�*���
*��)��������9�����*���)�1��*�
����)���)�������)*�*������8)<
"�����������<�'���)*�����"*�*
���������)�������'������

��(�
�'�$�	�
�"
'�'(���!/�� � !����	�'

�2�%����;����"1����%�1�*
����+�1�<�9�����������))���8
)����F��)*�:1�+)<�9������9
��8�61)*��� �3��1��*����)��
�9��������*��61)*��� ��:��
#�+������**���������)�*�
%6	�61)*���3��1��*���9������*�
)����F8��9�����*�������*���
*������+�1����*��61)*��� 1��
�������*����)*�,.����)�

�
��� ��������	

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday utilised

his address during the 250th
session of the Rajya Sabha to
call for a disruption-free
House proceedings and also,
perhaps, to reach out to NCP
chief Sharad Pawar just ahead
of the latter’s meeting with
Congress chief Sonia Gandhi
over the issue of Govt forma-
tion in Maharashtra.

"Today, I want to appre-
ciate two parties, NCP and
BJD. These parties have won-
derfully adhered to parlia-
mentary norms. They have
never gone into the well of the
house (to protest). Yet, they
have made their points very
effectively. Every political
party, including my party,
should learn from them,"
Modi said. 

His remarks came just
hours before Pawar was
scheduled to meet Sonia in
view of the Maharashtra
impasse, which has brought
the ideologically-opposite Shiv
Sena and Congress along with
the NCP on one platform to
explore the possibility of
forming a Govt in Maha.

While efforts are on for
the Shiv Sena, Congress and
NCP to come together, there
has been a buzz also about the
BJP and the NCP exploring an
alternative possibility for gov-
ernment formation.

As for disruptions in Rajya

Sabha in the past hindering
passage of crucial legislations,
Modi said a distinction needs
to be drawn between checking
and clogging.  "The Rajya
Sabha is about checks and bal-
ances. This is absolutely essen-
tial for our democracy.
Debates have to be many and
effective. But, there is also a
difference between checking
and clogging (and between)
balance and blocking," he said.

With some within the rul-
ing party questioning the effec-
tiveness of Rajya Sabha as cru-
cial legislative work got stalled
because NDA lacked majority
in the House, Modi recalled the
then Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s words that the Upper
House "may be the second
house but no one should think
of it as a secondary house."

"Today, I echo the senti-
ments of Atal Ji and add that
the Rajya Sabha must be a
vibrant supportive House for
national progress," he said,
adding makers of the
Constitution envisioned a
bicameral legislative frame-
work and this vision has
enriched the democracy. He,
however, wanted the House to
function and not disrupt
work."Our Constitution
inspires us to work for a
Welfare State. It also motivates
us to work for the welfare of
states. The Rajya Sabha, as the
Council of States, enables us to
further the spirit of cooperative
federalism," he said.
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Justice Sharad Arvind Bobde,
who was part of the historic

Ayodhya verdict earlier this
month, was on Monday
administered oath as the 47th
Chief Justice of India by
President Ram Nath Kovind
and started holding court at
11:30 am.Bobde, 63, succeeds
Justice Ranjan Gogoi who
demitted office on Sunday.

He took oath in English in
the name of God at a brief cer-
emony held at the Durbar Hall
of the Rashtrapati Bhavan.

Justice Bobde will have a
tenure of over 17 months as the
CJI and is due to retire on April
23, 2021. Soon after taking the
oath, he sought the blessings of

his mother by touching her
feet. She was brought to the
president house on a stretcher.

VP M Venkaiah Naidu,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and several Senior Ministers

were present at the oath-taking
ceremony. Former Vice
President Hamid Ansari and
Former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh were also
there.
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Irked with the frequent face-
off between the BJP and

TMC MPs from West Bengal,
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla on
Monday warned the members
not to turn the Lok Sabha into
West Bengal Assembly. The
war of words between the MPs
started during the debate on the
Chit Fund (Amendment) Bill.
"Don’t turn the Lok Sabha into
the West Bengal Assembly,"
warned Birla.

The war of words broke out
when BJP member Locket
Chatterjee alleged that the
"entire TMC is involved in
chit fund irregularities, duping
gullible investors of their hard-
earned money". She alleged
that the West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerejee
was protecting those who had
run away with poor people’s
money. Chatterjee also alleged
that 40 per cent of the money
collected by the various chit
funds in West Bengal had gone
to agents, who were members
of the TMC.

Hitting back at Chatterjee,
Kalyan Banerjee of the TMC
rejected her allegations and
soon started again arguments
and shouting by the MPs. This
led to the Chair to intervene
and urge them against making
personal remarks.

The Bill was moved by
MoS Finance Anurag Thakur.
The Bill proposes to amend
certain definitions to enable the
increased investment in Chit
Funds. 
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Jailed Former Finance and
Home Minister P

Chidambaram on Monday
moved a bail application in the
Supreme Court. The matter
was mentioned before a bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India (CJI) SA Bobde where
senior advocate Kapil Sibal
sought urgent listing of the
plea. Sibal told the bench that
Chidambaram has been in jail
for around 90 days.

"We will see," the bench
told Sibal, adding that the bail
plea would come up for hear-
ing either on Tuesday or
Wednesday. Meanwhile in the
afternoon the Delhi High Court
clarified that the facts of anoth-
er case mentioned in the order
denying bail to Chidambaram
are only for reference. Justice
Suresh Kait said it was nowhere
mentioned in the November 15
order that the observations
made in a particular paragraph
are of Chidambaram’s case.
The court’s clarification came
while taking up the matter suo
motu (on its own) following
news articles that there is ‘cut
and paste’ work in the judge-
ment. The High Court Ordered
Chief Editors of ‘Indian Express’
and ‘The Hindu’ to publish clar-
ification on Tuesday itself.

Earlier, the Enforcement
Directorate approached the
Delhi High Court seeking rec-
tification of an "inadvertent"
error in the order denying bail
to Chidambaram in the INX
Media money laundering case.
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Taking its new role as an
‘Opposition party’ serious-

ly after its recent break-up
with its NDA ally, the BJP, in
Maharashtra, the Shiv Sena
on Monday raised issues relat-
ing to farmers in the State  in
the Lok Sabha, staged protest
inside Parliament premises
and sought the ‘Bharat Ratna’
for social reformer Jyotiba
Phule.  

RSP MP Premchandran
raised the death of an IIT-
Chennai Girl-student in a sus-
picious circumstances and
sought a judicial inquiry into it
as he said name of professor
was doing round for humiliat-
ing her. 

While Congress-led oppo-
sition protested against the
detention of the house member
Farooq Abdullah in J&K,
members of the Shiv Sena, the
oldest ally of the BJP which has
snapped its ties with the ruling
party, also raised slogans and
demanded relief for farmers in
Maharahtra and later  walked
out of the House. Shiv Sena
members were seen sitting in
the opposition benches after
their party broke ties with the
BJP with one of its member in
the Modi-Cabinet already
putting-in his papers.

One of the Shiv Sena MPs
during the zero hour sought
‘Bharat Ratna’ for famous social
reformer Jyotiba Phule who
had worked for the upliftment
of dalits and did pioneering
work for the girl education. 

Shiv Sena MPs also

protested inside the Parliament
premises demanding that the
Government declare unsea-
sonal rains in Maharashtra as
natural calamity.  MPs Sanjay
Raut, Arvind Sawant and oth-
ers were present at the protest
which comes on the first day of
the Parliament’s Winter
Session, which will end on
December 13.

Unseasonal rains in
Maharashtra have damaged
crops on 70 lakh hectares of
land, State Maharashtra
Finance Minister Sudhir
Mungantiwar had said a cou-
ple of days earlier.

According to Government
officials, the loss could be to the
tune of over �5,000 crore across
30 of the state’s 36 districts. 

Navneet Rana , an
Independent MP from
Maharashtra, however, went
hammer and tong against Sena
for what she said  giving ‘ lip
sympathy’ to farmers while
not allowing a stable
Government in the state. 

Four members -- Prince
Raj (LJP), Himadri Singh (BJP),
Shriniwas Dadasaheb Patil
(NCP) and D M Kathir Anand
(DMK) -- took oath as Lok
Sabha commenced its pro-
ceedings for the day .  The
House paid tributes to 10
members, including from the
Rajya Sabha, who passed away
recently. 

They included former
Union ministers Arun Jaitley,
Sushma Swaraj and Ram
Jethmalani. The House also
stood in silence as a mark of
respect for the departed souls. 
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Superstar Rajinikanth has
said Tamil Nadu Chief

Minister K Palaniswami
“would not even have dreamt”
of coming to the top post and
described the AIADMK
leader’s elevation as “wonder
and marvel.” The actor, who
has announced entering poli-
tics and facing the next
Assembly polls, scheduled in
2021, said “wonder and mar-
vel” could happen “tomorrow
also”, apparently hinting at his
political entry. The ruling
AIADMK hit out at
Rajinikanth, saying the chief
minister had not come to the
post by chance, “but by sheer
hard work” of around 45 years.

Rajinikanth should not
make such comments as an
actor but do so only after
launching his own political
outfit or party, AIADMK
Spokesperson RM Babu
Murugavel said. Speaking at an
event to mark the 60 years of

his contemporary and Makkal
Needhi Maiam founder Kamal
Haasan in the cinema industry
on Sunday, Rajinikanth also
said Palaniswami had belied all
claims of his government being
a short-lived one. “Two years
ago, Honourable Edappadi
(Palaniswami) would not have
even dreamt of becoming
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister....
marvel and wonder—it hap-
pened,” he said. Recalling the
initial days of the Palaniswami-
led dispensation, Rajinikanth
said everybody had predicted
it will be a short-lived one.

Among others, DMK chief
President MK Stalin had ini-
tially often predicted the gov-
ernment could fall any time.
“There was no one in Tamil
Nadu who did not say the gov-
ernment will last for only 20
days, a month or that it will fall
in about four to five
months....99 per cent of people
said that..a wonder happened,
a marvel happened.. the gov-
ernment did not fall, and is

continuing overcoming all
obstacles,” he said.

“A wonder and miracle
had happened yesterday, is
continuing today and tomor-
row also it will happen,” he said
to loud cheers, apparently over
his political journey.
Rajinikanth’s remarks come in
the wake of Palaniswami
recently hitting out at the actor
for his comment that there was
a leadership vacuum in Tamil
Nadu, saying he was just an
actor and not a political leader.

Palaniswami was elected
chief minister in 2017 in the
wake of the internal rumblings
in the ruling AIADMK post
then CM J Jayalalithaa’s demise
in December 2016. Though
initially incumbent deputy
chief minister O
Panneerselvam helmed the
government after Jayalalithaa’s
death, he later fell out of favour
with jailed party leader VK
Sasikala and rebelled against
her, after she was made
AIADMK legislature party
leader, paving way for her ele-
vation as CM. Sasikala was
Jayalalithaa’s confidante.

However, she was later
convicted in a graft case and
prior to her being jailed,
Palaniswami was elected
AIADMK legislature party
leader. Responding to
Rajinikanth’s comments, the
AIADMK said Palaniswami
has risen through the party
ranks to achieve this height and
“did not become chief minister
by chance.” 

Party spokesperson Babu
Murugavel said according to
the Constitution of India, elect-
ed MLAs pick their chief min-
ister. “Party workers have to
decide who is CM and who will
rule.. MGR (party founder the
late MG Ramachandran) and
Amma became Chief Ministers
like this. The same party work-
er also wants him
(Palaniswami) to be CM and
therefore he is so,” he told PTI.
The AIADMK was a people’s
movement and showed the
country that even a simple
party worker can reach the pin-
nacle, he added. He said
Palaniswami had worked for
the party for nearly 45 years
“and has grown steadily to
reach this level.”

“Rajinkanth has made
these remarks as an actor. If he
has to say something (on such
matters), he has to start his own
movement. Time will tell
whether that organisation will
create a marvel,” Murugavel
added. 
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Pakistan and militant han-
dlers have become desper-

ate and are trying various tac-
tics to provoke and scare peo-
ple, Jammu and Kashmir DGP
Dilbag Singh has said.

“Pakistan and terrorist han-
dlers have become desperate
and tried various tactics and
violence to provoke and scare
people. The police should
remain alert to thwart their
attempts,” a police spokesper-
son quoted Singh as having said
during a function here on
Sunday. The Director General
of Police (DGP) inaugurated
the Zonal Cyber police station
at the District Police Office here
and reviewed security and law
and order in the district, the
spokesperson said on Monday.

The state police chief asked
officers to identify the saboteurs

and elements who might dis-
turb the peace in the Union ter-
ritory, he added.
Complimenting the officers for
maintaining peace and public
order, the DGP asked them to
remain alert and fully pre-
pared to thwart any act of the
saboteurs. “The challenges of
militancy have been faced effec-
tively in the past and more
needs to be done on this front
to curb it completely. The cases
of militancy and violence by
terrorists and mischief mongers

should be taken to a logical
conclusion by carrying out
appropriate investigations.
Mischief mongers should be
booked under stringent laws,”
Singh said.

During his interaction with
senior officers, the DGP sought
individual briefings on impor-
tant subjects of law and order,
security of vital installations, the
preventive measures taken and
surveillance through different
methods, the spokesperson
said.
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The Lord Ayyappa temple here
received over � 3.30 crore as

revenue on the first day when it
opened on Saturday as compared
to the � 2.04 crore last season
which was marred by protests by
a section of devotees and right-
wing outfits over the women’s
entry issue.

Over 70,000 devotees have
offered prayers at the hill shrine
since the temple opened on
November 16 evening for the two-
month long Mandala-
Makkarvilakku puja.
Travancore Devaswom Board
President N Vasu on Monday said
there was an increase of over 50 per
cent in the revenue when com-
pared to last year and the pil-
grimage season this year has been
going well.

“There is a huge increase in the
number of devotees this year. We
got � 3.32 crore revenue on the first
day compared to � 2.04 crore last

year.
The devotees who visited this

year are satisfied with the facilities
we  have arranged,” Vasu told the

media.
Unlike last year when the

temple complex witnessed violent
protests after the State Government
decided to implement the
September 28, 2018 verdict of the
apex court allowing women of all
ages to enter the shrine, this year
the devotees expressed happiness
as there were no restrictions.

Vasu also said ‘Annadanam’ for
around 40,000 people have been
arranged.

Annadanam is offering of food
for the devotees. “We have stored
enough drinking water to cater to
the needs of the devotees. We aim
to make Sabarimala plastic free pil-
grim centre.

We have started a campaign to
avoid plastic from the iru-
mudikettu (sacred bundle con-
taining offerings to Ayyappa),”
Vasu said.

Though the apex court did not
stay its September 2018 order
allowing entry of women into the
Ayyappa temple, the LDF
Government in Kerala this time
said the shrine was not a ground
for activism and made it clear it
would not encourage women who
want to visit the temple for 
publicity.

A five-judge Constitution
bench of the Supreme Court had
on November 14 in a 3:2 verdict
decided to refer to a larger bench
to re-examine religious issues
including those arising out of its
2018 verdict lifting a centuries-old
ban on women of menstruating
age visiting the shrine.

The TDB, which administers
the shrine, and the temple itself
suffered huge loss last season due
to the protests by the right-wing
outfits.
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Protests  were held in the north east-
ern States on Monday opposing the

proposed Citizenship (Amendment)
Bill and effigies of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi were burnt in Assam.

The protest rallies coincided with
the first day of the winter session of
Parliament during which the bill is pro-
posed to be introduced.

Sit-ins were also launched in vari-
ous places of Guwahati and effigies of
Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal were burnt by youth organi-
sation AJYCP in different parts of the
state as a mark of protest against the
CAB.

The protests were held by the
North East Students Organisation
(NESO), the region’s umbrella organi-
sation of students unions, its con-
stituents, farmers’ body Krishak Mukti
Sangram Samiti, youth body Assam
Jatiyatabadi Yuba Chatra Parishad
(AJYCP) and Left-Democratic Mancha,
Assam among others.

NESO submitted a memorandum
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Union Home Minister Amit Shah
against CAB through the governors of
the north eastern States.

The NESO and AASU along with
other organisations took out a large rally
from its headquarters at Uzan Bazar in
Guwahati to the Raj Bhawan shouting
slogans and waving banners and plac-

ards against the CAB.
“Assam and the north east are not

dumping grounds for illegal
Bangladeshis. As per the Assam Accord
we have already accepted all
Bangladeshis - both Hindu and Muslims
who entered Assam illegally upto 1971.
We will not accept those who entered
Assam after that year,” NESO and
AASU chief advisor Samujjal
Bhattacharyya said.

“The Central Government is trying
to impose on Assam all the illegal
Bangladeshis who entered the country
in the next 43 years by fixing the cut off
year as 2014. We won’t accept that. We

oppose it,” he iterated.
“This movement in Assam and the

north east region will continue”, he
asserted. Commenting on the con-
tention of Assam Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma and other BJP leaders that
a lot of problems will be solved if the
CAB is enacted, Bhattacharya said
“The Bill will safeguard the vote bank
of BJP. They(BJP) want the votes of ille-
gal Bangladeshis. They have the num-
bers in Delhi (Parliament) and they will
impose the CAB on us.

“We will not accept CAB and that
is why we have launched our agitation
against the Bill,” he added.

AASU president Dipanka Nath
said, “The CAB is the death knell for the
Assamese community. It will make the
Assamese people extinct. It will open the
door for more Bangladeshis to enter
Assam.”

Claiming that Assam has rejected
the CAB, Nath said “We will oppose till
our death this Bill, which is harmful to
the existence of the Assamese commu-
nity”.

AASU general secretary Lurinjyoti
Gogoi said that Assam and Tripura have
taken the largest burden of illegal
Bangladeshis.

“Imposition of CAB in the north
east is unacceptable to its people as their
sentiments have been ignored despite
the public rejecting the bill,” he added.

In neighbouring Meghalaya Khasi
Students Union, an influential stu-
dents body in the State, held a sit-in near
the third secretariat here protesting
against the contentious bill, which it
said, will have a negative impact on the
people of the entire region.

A group of anti-CAB protesters will
launch a stay off the road protest from
7 pm on Monday till 6 am Tuesday.

State Chief Minister Conrad
Sangma had met Shah last week and
urged the Centre to consider with-
holding passing of the CAB in its cur-
rent form.

A rally was taken out in Aizawl by
the Mizoram apex students body Mizo
Zirlai Pawl (MZP) on Monday in
protest against the CAB.
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Jaipur: Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Monday asked the Centre to
take steps to control the “dete-
riorating economic condition”
in the  country.

He alleged that the Union
Government did not imple-
ment the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) properly, resulting
in reduction in revenue col-
lection of the Centre and States
were facing its repercussions.

“The economic condition
of the country is deteriorating.
Both the Centre and States are
heading towards a crisis situ-
ation. The Centre should take
steps to control this in time,”
Gehlot told reporters in Ajmer.

“They are being arrogant
that everything is going well.
Their thought is that when
people are travelling by air, in
cars, paying toll tax, where is
the economic slowdown. But
our thought is that the econo-

my is suffering.
“Economists are saying

this too. Even the husband of
the Union finance minister is
saying that the Government
has no understanding of the
economy,” the Chief Minister
said. He reiterated that the
Government should follow the
economic policies of former
prime ministers PV Narasimha
Rao and Manmohan Singh.

Expressing concern over
the issue of adulteration in the
State, he assured that his
Government will look into
what can be done. 

“This is very dangerous...
Such people (involved in adul-
teration)  should get death
penalty,” he said.

Gehlot also urged the
Centre to enact a law for right
to health  on the lines of the
Right to Information Act and
Food Security Act  brought in
by the UPA government. PTI

Jaipur: Nearly 17,000 migra-
tory birds have died so far at
the country’s largest inland
water saltwater lake near
Jaipur due to botulism, a seri-
ous and fatal 
illness that affects the
nerves, a forest official said on
Monday. The deaths were
reported in Jaipur, Nagaur
and Ajmer districts of
Rajasthan, he said. 

“The death toll has
increased to nearly 17,000,”
Chief Wildlife Warden of the
Forest Department, Arindam
Tomar, said.

Jaipur collector Jagroop
Singh Yadav informed that
carcasses have been disposed.

Nearly 8,500 birds have
died so far in Jaipur itself,

Yadav said. Initially, it was sus-
pected that the birds died due
to  avian flu but the report
from a laboratory in Bhopal
has ruled this out.

On November 10, thou-
sands of birds, including
Northern Shoveler, Ruddy
Shelduck, Plovers, Avocets,
were found dead in the 5-7
km area around Sambhar
Lake.
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Like she did during the
implementation of National

Register for Citizens in Assam,
Mamata Banerjee on Monday
cried out against the proposed
Citizen’s Amendment Bill call-
ing it a “trap” laid down by the
BJP to target the Bengali-
speaking population — Hindus
and Muslims — and implicat-
ed All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen chief Asauddin
Owaisi for conspiring with the
saffron outfit to vitiate the
political climate of Bengal.

Like it did in Assam where
it implemented NRC to throw
out lakhs of Bengalis from that
State the Centre was
planning to introduce CAB as a
“trap” which it would use against
the Bengali people, she said. 

Addressing a meeting at
North Bengal town of
Coochbehar bordering Assam,
Banerjee said, “Let me tell you
that the Centre is bringing
Citizen’s Amendment Bill
which is another trap like NRC
to cast out the Bengalis from

the list of legal citizens and
make them refugees in their
own country.”

She asked, “Where is a
need of granting new citizen-
ship to people when there are
enough documents like land
deeds, voter cards, ration cards,
driving license, birth certifi-
cates, Kanyashree and other
government documents,” ask-
ing the people to remain alert
and united against the BJP’
nefarious designs.

The Centre proposes to
bring the CAB in the Winter
Session of Parliament. The Bill
proposes to grant citizenship to
Hindus, Buddhists, Jains, Sikhs,
Parsis and Christians who had
migrated from Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Bangladesh
provided they have already
spent seven years in India.

In the wake of alleged

faulty implementation of NRC
in Assam that omitted the
names of more than 19 lakh
people from citizenship regis-
ter a possible implementation
of NRC in Bengal had created
a panic claiming 11 lives in the
state during the past two
months.

Though she would not
name any Hyderabad leader
openly Banerjee apparently
opened a new battle front
against All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen chief and
MP Asauddin Owaisi calling
his party an “agent” of the BJP
that had conspired with the saf-
fron outfit to destroy the
healthy political climate of
Bengal.

Aware that the MIM was
expanding its activities in the
State which has about 30
Muslim votes, Banerjee said,
“some minority groups from
Hyderabad are taking money
from the BJP with an offer to
protect them. But I ask you not
to fall in their trap because they
are coming here to divide you
and help the BJP.”
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NITI Aayog is mulling
building up a healthcare

system for the middle class
which is still not covered under
any public healthcare system,
the Government think-tank
said on Monday. 

The healthcare system
would exclude those covered
under the newly-launched
Ayushman Bharat scheme that
mainly caters to the bottom 40
per cent population of the
country.

India has low level and
very fragmented risk pooling,
with household out-of-pocket
funding at 64 per cent of total
expenses dominating the over-
all system financing, NITI
Aayog said at the launch
‘Health System for a New India:
Building Blocks — Potential
Pathways to Reform’ report.

The report was released by
NITI Aayog Vice-Chairman
Rajiv Kumar in the presence of
Bill Gates, the co-chairman of
Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation.

NITI Aayog Adviser
(Health) Alok Kumar said the
report intends to prepare the

road-map to build a health sys-
tem in the medium — to long-
term for those belonging to
middle class as the poor have
been taken care of now through
Ayushman Bharat while those
in the top have the capacity to
bear their medical exigencies.

“So nearly 50 per cent are
still not covered under any
public healthcare system and

the idea is to pool their risk
assets which will cater to the
health care needs of the mid-
dle class,” Kumar said.

Kumar opined that people
falling under the middle class
will not bother if they have to
pay nominal �200 or �300
towards building a good pub-
lic healthcare system in the
country and the plan looks fea-
sible. 

Bill Gates said India’s future
is very bright because of its
young population, and high-
lighted that human capital of
any country is the sum total of
its healthcare, educational and
nutritional investment for its
citizens. 

“Our vision for a healthy
India and quality health for all
requires us to holistically trans-
form the delivery of healthcare
services in both the public
and private sectors across all
levels of care,” said Rajiv Kamar,
Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog.

Under the PM Jan Arogya
Yojana (PM-JAY), the bottom
40 per cent of the population
gets �5 lakh cover for sec-
ondary and tertiary care against
nearly 1,350 disease condi-
tions.
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Dynamics of Tamil Nadu
politics are undergoing

changes on a weekly basis with
homecomings and deserts by
one time loyalists of party
supremos. The last to join the
bandwagon of  cadre deserting
the Amma Makkal Munnetra
Kazhakam (AMMK) an outfit
launched by TTV Dhinakaran,
nephew of  the jailed V K
Sasikala, is V Pugazhendi, a
close associate of the former.

Pugazhendi declared on
Sunday that he would join the
AIADMK, his parent organiza-
tion, once deputy Chief
Minister O Panneerselvam
returns from a foreign tour.
Last week saw Former Minister
Patchaimal and loyalists who
were with the AMMK staging
a homecoming by rejoining the
AIADMK.

But what has surprised
political commentators in
Tamil Nadu is his announce-
ment that Sasikala, who is
serving a jail term in Parappana
Agrahara Central Jail in
Bangalore in connection with

the Disproportionate Asset
Case too would re-join the
AIADMK once she completes
her imprisonment which is
expected to end in 2020.

“Having been part of the
AIADMK for more than 30
years, Sasikala will take a deci-
sion on rejoining the party her-
self,” Pugazhendhi told
reporters at Thanjavur. He was
all praise for Chief Minister
Edappadi Palaniswami whom
he described as “Hero of Tamil
Nadu”.

The AMMK has been jolt-
ed by the number of senior
leaders ditching the party to
join the parent body. Only one
leader, Thanga Tamilchelvan,

has joined the DMK much
against the wish of the cadre
belonging to the Dravida
major. The weakening of the
AMMK because of the switch-
ing over of party leaders to the
AIADMK is being seen as a set-
back for Dhinakaran.

“Things are not moving as
per the expectation of
Dhinakaran. Over the last two
years, Edappadi Palaniswami
has consolidated his position in
the party as well as in the
Government. Panneerselvam,
the one-time challenger to the
chief minister too has fallen in
line and as on date, Dhinakaran
is not in a comfortable posi-
tion,” said T Ramakrishnan,

author and columnist.
Ramakrishnan, who has been
a keen observer and analyst of
the Dravidian politics for more
than three decades said it was
difficult to say something about
the future of the AIADMK. “It
all depends on how OPS and
EPS handle the situations as
they unfold,” he said.

Though he said that Tamil
Nadu is doing well in economy,
particularly in agriculture, tax
mobilization and realization,
and inviting investment for
rapid industrialisation, it was
not an indication that the
AIADMK would win the next
Assembly election due in May
2021. 

“That depends on how the
AIADMK succeeds in patching
up an effective electoral alliance

at the time of the Assembly
election. We may be able to say
something only after the local
body polls due next month,” he
said.

Veteran commentators are
of the view that any kind of
cohesion and unity seen in the
AIADMK will not be in the
interest of the DMK, which is
having a dream run by winning
the Lok Sabha polls and major-
ity of the by-polls held in April
2019. “There is no doubt that
the AIADMK Government is
doing some good work for the
farmers in the State by helping
them with the Prime Minister’s
Crop Insurance Scheme and
strengthening of  irrigation
projects. But that need not
lead them to an electoral vic-
tory”, said Kattumannarkoil
Kannan, farmers leader and
author. Ramakrishnan said the
possibilities of Dhinakaran
joining hands with the DMK
could not be ruled out. “Vaiko
who was the number one
enemy of Stalin had no qualms
in joining hands with the lat-
ter. A similar situation may
emerge in course of time,” he
said.
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With the BJP backing out of
the contest, the Shiv Sena

was on Monday poised to retain
power in the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC),
the country’s richest civic body,
after its victory in the mayoral
and deputy mayoral elections
became a foregone  conclusion.

While Shiv Sena’s  Kishori
Pednekar was set to get elected
unopposed as the Mumbai
Mayor at the elections scheduled
for November 22, while the elec-
tion of Sena’s Suhas Wadkar as
the Mumbai’s deputy Mayor
became a mere formality.

Pednekar and Wadkar were
the only candidates who had filed
nominations for the November
22 Mayoral and deputy Mayoral
elections respectively, when the
deadline for nominations ended
on Monday.

The BJP, which has a

strength of 83 corporators as
against the Shiv Sena’s strength of
94 corporators in the 227-mem-
ber BMC, pulled out of the pres-
tigious mayoral race, saying that
it did not have the sufficient
numbers to bag the prestigious
post. Similarly, the BJP did not
put up any candidate for the
deputy mayoral poll.

Interestingly, the changed
political equations in the state

have had a fallout on the BMC
Mayoral elections. In the previ-
ous polls to the posts of Mayor
and deputy Mayor held in 2017,
the BJP had thrown its weight
behind the Shiv Sena,   the Raj
Thackeray-led MNS ( with then
seven members) had boycotted
the polls and 16 
corporators — including 15 of
those belonging to NCP and
Samjawadi Party had chosen to
remain neutral in the polls.

However, this time around,
the BJP — with having snapped
its ties with its oldest ally at the
state level — is not supporting the
Shiv Sena in the BMC’s Mayoral
and deputy mayoral polls. The
Congress — which had put up
candidates against the Shiv Sena
nominees in the mayoral and
deputy mayoral polls in 2017 —
has chosen not to field candidates
for the twin polls, thus making
matters easy for the Shiv Sena.   

The Congress, which has a

strength of 29 corporators in the
BMC, will be indirectly support-
ing the Shiv Sena in the twin polls
of November 22. The Congress’
decision to extend covert support
to the Shiv Sena stems from its
growing  proximity with the
Congress at the state-level.    

Ahead of the expiry of the
deadline for the filing of 
nominations to the November 22
polls, BJP’s former Mumbai unit
president and minister Ashish
Shelar said: “We don’t have the
required numbers in the BMC.
We do not to enter into an ille-
gitimate alliance with opposing
ideologies. But, in 2022, we shall
win the Mumbai Mayor post on
our strength and  numbers”.

It may be recalled that the
BMC polls held in 2017 had
thrown up a hung house. The
Shiv Sena had emerged as the sin-
gle largest party with 84 seats in
the 227-member BMC, followed
by BJP- 82, Congress- 31, NCP-

9, MNS- 7 and others-- 14. 
During the last two and a

half years in power, the Shiv Sena
increased its strength to 94, by
inducting among others seven
corporators from the Raj
Thackeray-led NCP.

Kishori Pednekar (56), who
is set to replace Vishwanath
Pandurang Mahadeshwar (also of
the Shiv Sena) as the next Mayor
of Mumbai, is the senior-most
corporator in the BMC. She will
hold the post for the next two and
half years.

Given that the Mayor’s post
was put in the open category in
the run up to the polls, there were
several contenders for the post
within the Shiv Sena. Among
those who were lobbying with the
Shiv Sena leadership for the
nomination candidate for the
Mayoral polls were Ashish
Chemburkar, Yeshwant Jadhav,
Mangesh Satamkar, Vishaka Raut
and Shekar Waigankar.
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Hundreds of people have
thronged in Mallapura , a

tiny town on the  river Kali val-
ley in Uttara Kannada district
in Karnataka to protest against
the expansion of Kaiga Nuclear
power plant in the  sensitive
western ghats on Sunday.
Mallapura  is an adjacent town
near the nuclear plant. 

The protest was led by
powerful religious pontiffs in
the area which include
Vishwesha Theertha Swamiji of
the pejawar mutt in Udupi.
Addressing the huge gathering
he called on the people to
resist the expansion plans of the
Kaiga Nuclear plant. He said
“Scientists have explained what
will happen here and we must
resist the expansion of this
power station.” 

Environmental activists,
religious leaders, community
leaders, political activists have
demanded government to stop
its expansion of Kaiga nuclear
plant on the banks of river Kali
which flows in the eco sensitive

region of the Western Ghats. 
The Kaiga plant had start-

ed commercial operations in
November 2000, after being
commissioned in 1989. The
plant set up 56 km away from
Karwar, currently has four
functional units generating 220
MW of power. 33% of the
power generated is reserved for
Karnataka. This protest was
organised after the authorities
got all environmental regulato-
ry hurdles were cleared at the
state and Centre level on
August  29. Kaiga Nuclear
plant currently has four units
but the Nuclear Power
Corporation Ltd. under the
Department of Atomic Energy
has proposed a fifth and sixth
unit.

The protesters argue that
expanding the Kaiga plant will
take up 54 hectares of forests in
the eco-sensitive Western
Ghats in the buffer zone of Kali
Tiger Reserve. They urged the
Government to consider
replacing it with other safer and
cheaper power generating
options like solar and wind
energy.  They also fear with lack

of safety protocol the project
will put the lives of the people
surrounding villages in danger. 

According to Shankar
Sharma a power policy expert
this would lead to over depen-
dency on water and has always
the danger of contamination.
According to him these units
once commissioned will con-
sume 7500 cubic metres of
water per hour which is suffi-
cient for the livelihood of 15
lakh people. 

The protesters refer a Tata
Memorial Centre report in
2010 had said there was a
spurt in cases of cancer over the
past two decades in Kaiga.
Experts insist that this is
because of the radioactive pol-

lution caused by the nuclear
power plant. 

The Government has nei-
ther acknowledged such
reports, nor has it carried out
any assessment on its own. 

Professor TV
Ramachandra, an expert in
water management from IISC,
a premier Scientific research
Institute in Bengaluru,  who
took part in the protest
said”Today, science, spiritual-
ity and the culture of this
region has come together
because we have not received a
response from the Indian gov-
ernment.” 

In December 2018, local
environmental groups —
Uttara Kannada Zilla Psrisara
Samrakshana Samiti, Bedti
Aghanashini Kolla Samiti and
Vruksha Laksha and residents
of the area — had also opposed
the expansion of the power
plant during the mandated
public consultation process.
Recently, even
Gangadharendra Saraswati
Swamiji, the seer of Sonda
Swarnavalli Mutt, had also
opposed the nuclear plant’s

expansion. 
The Kaiga nuclear power

plant located in Kaiga,
Karnataka, is being expanded
by two additional units of
700MW each to increase its
capacity to 2.28GW. Nuclear
Power Corporation of India
(NPCIL), administered by
Department of Atomic Energy
(DAE), will develop and oper-
ate the new units. Construction
on the expansion is expected to
be started in 2020 and antici-
pated to be completed in 2026.
The establishment of two new
units 5 and 6, and expansion of
the existing township, is esti-
mated to cost Rs210bn
(£2.35bn).

NPCIL secured wildlife
clearance for the Kaiga nuclear
power plant expansion from
the State Board for Wildlife
(Karnataka) in January 2019.
The project also secured
wildlife clearance in August
2019, from the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEFCC).
An expert wildlife panel led by
the environment minister also
approved the project.

�
��� 6&''(

Despite suffering heavy loss-
es in strong retaliatory fir-

ing from the Indian side,
Pakistan is bent upon escalat-
ing tensions along the line of
control in Jammu & Kashmir.

A day after, an Indian sol-
dier lost his life in a suspected
IED blast along the LoC in
Akhnoor sector, the Pakistan
Army on  Monday targeted
several forward areas of
Rajouri and Poonch districts
with mortar shelling. 

The Pakistan Army may
have provided cover firing to the

heavily armed group of infiltra-
tors  to sneak inside the Indian
territory, official sources said.

In Jammu, Defence PRO
Lt-Col Devender Anand said,
“The Pakistan Army initiated
‘unprovoked’ ceasefire violation
in Sunderbani sector of Rajouri
around 4.15 p.m”. He said,
“The Pakistan Army fired mor-
tar shells in the forward areas”.
“The Indian Army retaliated
strongly and effectively”, he
added.

Late evening, the Pakistan
Army also targeted forward
areas of Shahpur and Kirni in
Poonch sector.

According to ground
reports,Pakistan army was
indulging in intense mortar
shelling in the area till the time
last reports came in.

Bengaluru: Asserting that
Congress would win two-thirds
of the 15 Assembly seats going
to bypolls on December 5,
state party President Dinesh
Gundu Rao on Monday
claimed the outcome would not
bring stability to the BJP
Government in the State.

He also said the Congress
was prepared to face a mid-
term poll if the situation arose,
adding none of the parties,
however, wanted a snapp elec-
tion to the Assembly.

Rao claimed BJP would get
only lesser number of seats in
the bypolls and the outcome
would make the Government
instable while expressing con-
fidence that Congress would
win 10-12 seats. “You (BJP)
destabilise a Government and
then you want to form a stable
Government, it is not going to
be possible. There will be no
stability in this Government,”
he told PTI.

The Congress and JDS
have accused the BJP of engi

neering  the  rebellion by 17
of their MLAs that led to the
fall of the Government head-
ed by H D Kumaraswamy in
July.

The BJP, which came to
power following the fall of the
Congress-JDS coalition
Ministry, needs to win at least
six of the 15 Assembly seats in
the bypolls, necessitated by the
disqualification of the 17 MLAs,
to keep its majority in tact. In
a democracy, when no stable
government can be formed,
ultimately we will have to go
back to the people. Let us see
what happens after the bypoll
results, how things works, what
all happens, Rao added. 

On possibilities of a mid-
term election, he said: Nobody
wants election, BJP does not
want midterm poll, neither do
Congress MLAs want, neither
do JD(S) MLAs, no MLAs
want midterm polls. If  it hap-
pens it happens, and at that
time everybody will have to
face it, Rao said. PTI
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Jammu:  Security forces have
launched a search operation
on the basis of a tip-off about
the movement of suspected
militants in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Poonch district,
officials said on Monday.

The Army and police
launched a search operation
on Sunday following the infor-
mation provided by some vil-
lagers about the suspicious
movement in a forest area of
Surankote, they said.

The operation is on to
track down the suspected mil-
itants, they added. PTI 
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Jammu (PTI): Light to moderate snow and rain
are likely to hit the Union territories of Jammu
& Kashmir, and Ladakh on Thursday evening,
the meteorological department  said.The mer-
cury marked a decline in Jammu and Ladakh
regions, while it continued an upward trend in
the Kashmir Valley, a weather department offi-
cial said. Leh township of Ladakh recorded a low
of minus 6.7 degrees Celsius,  making it the cold-
est place in the two Union territories, the

spokesperson said.
In Kashmir, Srinagar recorded a maximum

of 16.3 degrees Celsius  and a minimum of 5.8
degrees Celsius. 

The day temperature in the city was 1.2
degrees above normal, while the night temper-
ature is 5.2 degrees above normal, the spokesper-
son said. The official added that it is for the first
time in almost two weeks that the mercury has
settled above normal in Srinagar.



The unanimous verdict of the
Supreme Court in the Ram
Janmabhoomi case, which has
brought conclusion to a vexed
issue that has disturbed commu-

nal harmony for early five centuries, as also
the responsibility and Constitutional correct-
ness displayed by Hindu and Muslim lead-
ers in the aftermath of the judgment, will cer-
tainly make November 2019 a memorable
month in the history of democratic India.
That all of this is happening at a time when
the nation gears itself up to celebrate the 70th
anniversary of its Constitution this month,
is indeed a happy coincidence and augurs well
for our democracy. 

The judgment has been well-received
across the country in a spirit of harmony and
universal brotherhood. In fact, while both
sides were apprehensive before the verdict was
delivered, they committed themselves to
accepting the order, whatever the outcome.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi appealed to
the people to accept the apex court’s verdict,
irrespective of which way it went. Union
Home Minister Amit Shah sent out a simi-
lar appeal and supervised the extensive
preparatory work to ensure peace after the
verdict. A day after the judgment, National
Security Advisor Ajit Doval invited the top
leaders of both communities for a discussion
at his residence and secured their unflinch-
ing commitment to the maintenance of peace
and communal harmony. All of them swore
by the Constitution and said that the
November 9 verdict of the apex court must
lay the foundations for a new India built on
harmony and universal brotherhood. 

Though the one billion-strong Hindu
community finally got the plot of land, which
it so deeply reveres as the birthplace of Lord
Ram, it conducted itself with utmost sensi-
bility and level-headedness. Similarly,
although the Muslims lost their case, they
remained committed to the pre-judgment
resolve that they would accept the outcome,
whichever way it went.

There can be no doubt that this was the
result of a close coordination between the
Union Government and the leaders of the
two communities in the weeks before the
order. Can there be a better example of good
governance in the most diverse nation in the
world? In fact, India’s response to the
Ayodhya verdict should be a lesson in
democracy for nations around the world.  

The post-verdict scenario has left the
doom-sayers — especially the international
media and some of their cousins in our coun-
try — totally flummoxed.   

The general acceptance of the verdict had
a lot to do with the way the Constitution
Bench of the Supreme Court examined the
issues before it and its reasoning vis-a-vis its
verdict. For example, while the Hindus have
been asserting that it is a matter of faith, the
court made it clear that this was a dispute over
immovable property and that it does not
decide title on the basis of faith or belief but

on the basis of evidence. It said
in deciding title to a disputed
property, it applies principles of
evidence. 

After weighing the evi-
dence, it held that “on the bal-
ance of probabilities, there is
clear evidence to indicate that
the worship by the Hindus in
the outer courtyard continued
unimpeded inspite of the set-
ting up of a grill-brick wall in
1857. Their possession of the
outer courtyard stands estab-
lished together with the inci-
dents attaching to their control
over it.” Further, the court held
that in the inner courtyard,
“there is evidence on the pre-
ponderance of probabilities to
establish worship by the Hindus
prior to the annexation of
Oudh by the British in 1857.”

These two conclusions of
the court, coupled with the fact
that the Muslims offered “no
evidence” to indicate that they
were in exclusive possession of
the inner structure prior to
1857 since the date of the con-
struction of the mosque in the
16th century, weighed heavily
in determining the outcome of
this litigation. 

While holding that the suit
filed on behalf of the deity was
maintainable, the court direct-
ed that a trust be constituted for
the construction of a temple
and to deal with related issues
and the allotment of an alter-
nate land to the Muslims for the

construction of a mosque and
associated activities. 

Significantly, it observed
that the allotment of the land to
the Muslims was necessary
because “though on a balance of
probabilities, the evidence of the
possessory claim of the Hindus
to the composite whole of the
disputed property stands on a
better footing than the evi-
dence adduced by the Muslims”,
the fact remained that the
Muslims were dispossessed fol-
lowing desecration of the
mosque in December 1949,
and later because it was
destroyed on December 6, 1992.
In other words, the court noted
that there was no abandonment
of the mosque by the Muslims. 

In view of these facts, the
court said it would exercise its
powers under Article 142 of the
Constitution to ensure that a
wrong committed is remedied.
It said, “Justice would not pre-
vail if the court were to over-
look the entitlement of the
Muslims who have been
deprived of the structure of the
mosque through means which
should not have been employed
in a secular nation committed
to the rule of law. The
Constitution postulates the
equality of all faiths. Tolerance
and mutual co-existence nour-
ish the secular commitment of
our nation and its people.”

Therefore, in order to pro-
vide restitution to the Muslim

community, the court used its
powers under Article 142 and
directed that they be granted
five acres of land within the city
of Ayodhya. This Article
empowers the court to pass a
decree or order “for doing com-
plete justice” in any cause or
matter pending before it. It can
provide relief where there is
“palpable injustice.” In fact, the
court has held in the past that
it is advisable to leave the power
undefined so that it has the elas-
ticity to mould the relief.

This is a power that is used
sparingly and is indicative of the
court’s desire to go the extra mile
to ensure balance. While sever-
al key players in this litigation are
keen to apply the closure, the All
India Muslim Personal Law
Board (AIMPLB) has decided to
file a review petition. This is a
legitimate move because the
court’s procedure provides for it. 

However, it is unfortunate to
hear Asaduddin Owaisi, AIMIM
chief and MP from Hyderabad
say that the Muslims do not
want this “charity” of five acres
of land. Fortunately, such discor-
dant notes in the post-judgment
phase are far and few. That is
why the symphony of democra-
cy and constitutionalism across
the country has completely
drowned the attempts at cacoph-
ony by a few disruptors. 

(The writer is an author
specialising in democracy studies.
Views expressed are personal.)
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Sir — Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s
presidential win was pretty con-
vincing.  As for Sajith
Premadasa’s defeat, it is no doubt
painful for him as it would be for
any presidential hopeful. But
there may be some consolation
for him with the fact that he can
now forget about his election
promises, which he would have
been required to fulfil if had he
been elected. 

Gotabaya played his cards
well. In times when Sri Lanka is
faced with several problems,
including the state of the econo-
my, fears set off by the Easter
Sunday bombings and not to for-
get the revulsion towards corrup-
tion, he refrained from taking on
his opponents, especially
Premadasa, and conducted him-
self in a business-like manner.
This approach came as a breath of
fresh air in the electoral politics
that is generally vitiated by effron-
tery and name-calling. Thus, he
must have endeared himself to the
voters, who were fed up with the
present state of affairs. 

Finally, winning the execu-
tive presidency is one thing and
living up to the expectations of

the people is another. Politics in
Sri Lanka is characterised by the
lack of military precision. The
biggest challenge before
Gotabaya or for that matter any
politician — be it in Sri Lanka or
India — is to bring order out of

chaos in the public sector if they
have to carry out their plans.
Gotabaya is known for his China
tilt and hardline views. He
should allay India’s fears here.

JS Acharya
Hyderabad
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Three men in a boat”
(November 18). The editorial
lucidly lays bare the dire existen-

tial needs of the three parties —
Shiv Sena, Congress and
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)
— who have come together to
forge a strange, new alliance. 

Anybody will agree with the
fact that between the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and the Shiv
Sena, it was the latter which had
shown a greater and stronger
commitment to the concept of
Hindutva and Hindu nationalism. 

Meanwhile, the Congress had
always been critical of the Sena’s
ideology, dubbing it as “extrem-
ist”, “fascist” and “chauvinist.”
The Shiv Sena on its part treated
the grand old party as its most
serious opponent. Yet, both par-
ties have instantly shed every
inhibition, resentment, repug-
nance and ideologies to form a
Government.  

Such forsaking of whatever
they stood for to share power and
pelf is business as usual for polit-
ical parties. But the least one
expects is that they do not lofti-
ly pretend that it is all pro bono
publico (for public good). This
will be tantamount to “hypocrisy.”

NS Rajan
Kolkata
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When the big boys of India Inc. are pushed
to the wall in a market slugfest of the
kind that’s playing out in the telecom

sector since three years, it’s an area angels fear to
tread. And, only a collective call by the
Government comprising a cross-section of stake-
holders from the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT), Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI) and the high-powered
Committee of Secretaries (CoS) has the power to
intervene in a timely and judicious way. Because
it is already a case of “too little, too late” to sal-
vage the near-collapse of an erstwhile profitable
sector, now laden with debt of over �7 lakh crore. 

Telecom as a sector is “too big to (let) fail”, a
theory that asserted when certain behemoths that
comprise a sector “are so large and interconnect-
ed, their failure would be disastrous to the greater
economic system and that they therefore must be
supported by the Government when faced with
potential failure.” 

With increasing teledensity and internet
penetration, telecom services are today consumer
essentials, much like FMCG or pharma goods,
and are consumed by every section of society. And
like power, telecom and internet are deemed
essential utilities and the vehicles forwarding the
digital revolution.

India is currently the world’s second-largest
telecommunications market with a subscriber
base of 1.20 billion and is amongst the top five
employment generators in the country. Which is
why there is cause for alarm with the second quar-
ter losses posted by listed telecom companies after
the October Supreme Court (SC) order crossing
unsustainable levels of �1 lakh crore in debt, with
Vodafone-Idea, RComm, Airtel and TATA Tele
being the worst-hit in a descending order. 

One shares the Prime Minister’s optimism to
aim for a $5 trillion economy, as much as one
lauds the Finance Minister’s interactive-resolution
modus, which is a refreshing departure from her
predecessors in not procastinating decision-
making till the annual Budget to address the
industry’s pain points. And pain points abound,
from the beleaguered banking, automobile, real-
ity, power and aviation sectors, with the latest cri-
sis in telecom having overtaken all others.

While India’s improved ranking in the World
Bank’s Ease of Doing Business index (EODB) is
an outcome of the Modi regime’s commitment to
reforms, one parameter in the EODB that
requires improvement is dispute resolution, par-
ticularly in the crippled telecom industry.
Resolution and relief are very much within the
Centre’s discretion, as they are the winners in this
case and need to make concessions in the over-
all interests of the sector. Regulatory uncertain-
ties in the distressed sector are casting negative
ripple effects on the already subdued business sen-
timents within the country. While Indian busi-
ness has been reluctant to commit to fresh cap-
ital expenditure (CapEx) investments, we can ill-
afford a negative perception amongst foreign
direct investors. The National Digital
Communications Policy 2018 envisaged attract-
ing investments worth $100 billion in the
telecommunications sector by 2022, which is only
possible in an enabling environment, where time
is spent on growth instead of fighting fires. Given
that the beneficiaries of the trade diversion from
the US-China trade wars have been Vietnam and

Taiwan in preference to India, for the
country to make a global impact, we
need a more facilitatory approach so
that multinational corporations (MNCs)
view it as a potential centre for making
profits. 

To attract Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI), “India needs to sal-
vage even the recent entrants like
Flipkarts from making losses that are
giving nightmares to Walmart, the
Paytms to Alibaba and the Vodafones
giving nightmares to its UK parent.” 

Vodafone is the largest foreign
direct investor in the country and its
year-old joint venture with Idea Cellular
is the worst hit, with net losses at
�50,922 crore. This is unfairly the sec-
ond setback for Vodafone after the UPA-
2 had amended its tax laws with retro-
spective effect with claims of $2 billion
in taxes. The entire sector is today at risk
of lowered credit ratings, jeopardising
the asset quality of banks that have an
exposure of �1 lakh crore. This will fur-
ther deepen the existing Non-
Performing Assets (NPA) crisis, as
borrowers become unable to service
debt due to contingent liabilities.

The distress in telecom is largely
attributed to Reliance Jio’s entry three
years ago that disrupted the economics
of the sector. Jio’s hyper-competitive
pricing triggered massive consumer
attrition, giving it a vantage particular-
ly in rural areas and eroding average rev-
enue per user and user-counts of com-
petitors. The problems of the industry
have been compounded by the SC judg-
ment that favoured the Government in
the dispute between DoT and telcos.
The Government’s demand to include
non-core items while computing
Adjusted Gross Revenue (AGR) has had
a crippling effect on 15 telcos asked to
shell out a staggering �1.3 lakh crore.

Let’s remember that “the Supreme
Court is fair, but not infallible.” 

Besides, the Indian telecom market
which is the second-largest in the
world in terms of data consumption, is
too large to be held hostage by either
erstwhile cartels, or the likely emergence
of a duopolistic scenario, or the even-
tuality of allowing single-player domi-
nance. Which is where we are headed
if the Government fails to salvage exis-
tential issues facing two out of the three
private players, Vodafone–Idea and
Bharti Airtel.

Ideally, the Government aims at
three non-State players, plus one pub-
lic sector telco in the market, because
India needs multiple carriers to ride the
digital revolution forward. That the
Government is not in favour of a
monopoly is a decision in the right
direction. But to avert monopolistic
conditions, or even a duopoly, intent
must be followed through by support-
ive action.

So what are the relief measures
sought by the industry? They hope for
positive recommendations from the
CoS committee to restore the health of
the sector by the regulator setting min-
imum floor tariffs for mobile calls and
data; a moratorium on spectrum pay-
ments/a longer tenure to pay up spec-
trum liabilities through staggered pay-
ments; a waiver on interest and penal-
ties on the AGR-related dues; lowering
of taxes and levies; freeing up of �7,000
crore of blocked Goods and Services Tax
(GST) input credits; a favourable review
of the SC ruling, failing which they plan
a curative petition before a five-judge
Bench that may deliver a better judg-
ment than the one on October 24, and
lastly that TRAI restore its credibility by
playing neutral. 

Empirical evidence in economic

history points to signs of distress show-
ing up much before a cancer turns full
blown and incurable. Even the global
economic crisis of 2008 was preceded
by symptoms like bubbles in asset
value of stocks and real estate. Nations,
sectors or corporates don’t collapse
overnight but show symptoms of
malaise much ahead of an impending
crisis.

Governments play an important
role in gauging the declining health of
sectors ahead of time by assessing
risks, whether they are caused due to
corporate misgovernance, faulty poli-
cies, or bought on by cyclical market
conditions, or a slowdown caused by de-
globalisation. A case in point is the time-
ly intervention by the Union Minister
for Commerce when he recently chid-
ed e-commerce companies indulging in
predatory pricing which adversely
impacted small retailers, a regulatory
role TRAI should have played three
years ago by setting a floor price.
Because predatory pricing is as damag-
ing as surge-pricing. 

India’s private sector players are
capable of delivering quantum
“Winning Leap solutions” if regulators,
courts and Government policies make
it easy to do business. While no coun-
try has struck the perfect balance
between regulation and free enter-
prise, it is imperative to find a way out
of the impasse, as all interlinkages in the
modern industrial supply chain get
affected and risks that beset one sector
cascade through the rest of the econo-
my. And if unresolved, the disruptions
could extend for years, destroying value
for all involved.

(The writer is an author, columnist,
Chairperson for the National Committee
of Financial Inclusion at Niti Aayog and
member of RSS Ladies Intellectual cell.)
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The Finance Minister has indi-
cated that BPCL (Bharat
Petroleum Corporation

Limited) and Air India are likely to
be privatised by March 2020. This is
an extremely significant develop-
ment as India hasn’t seen big ticket
privatisation since the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Government between 1999-
2004. Although, there were attempts
to privatise Air India in the previous
tenure of the Narendra Modi
Government, however, the terms
didn’t generate adequate interest.
Things have changed since then and
we’ve seen many investors express
interest in acquiring Air India.
Privatisation of Air India is not just

about freeing critical taxpayer
resources that are deployed to keep
the debt-ridden airline alive but it is
more about a signal to the world, that
the Indian Government is finally back
on track to gradually move out from
businesses. This implies a greater role
for the private sector in the Indian
economy — a welcome sign for the
rest of the world that is looking at
India as the next driver of global
growth. 

The fact that we’re looking at pri-
vatisation should not come as a sur-
prise given that Modi himself men-
tioned how the Government has no
business to be in business. Therefore,
a mandate of 303 gives him the nec-
essary political capital to denation-
alise many of our public sector assets.
The sale of BPCL is perhaps more sig-
nificant as unlike other Public Sector
Undertakings (PSUs), it is not exact-
ly a loss-making enterprise funded by
taxpayer largesse. 

However, its operations in an oli-
gopolistic setting and yet is one of the

least-efficient companies in the sec-
tor. Therefore, clearly, the new rule for
privatisation is not just about getting
rid of loss-making PSUs but instead,
getting rid of any inefficient unit that
can be better operationalised in the
hands of the private sector.

This renewed approach towards
privatisation is indeed required in
order to transform the Indian econ-
omy and therefore, while political
opposition may persist to the move,
the potential benefits from such a
move will overshadow any such
resistance. It is important to recog-
nise that a major share of wealth cre-
ated in India happened post-1991
reforms where the Indian
Government removed the policy of
licensing. 

In fact, ever since such require-
ments began to be muted in the
1980s, we see a sharp increase in
India’s growth rates. All of this reveals
an undeniable fact that India’s growth
has accelerated ever since we
embraced private capital. Therefore,

getting rid of these companies will
result in an overall value creation, not
just for these firms but also for the rest
of the economy. 

The biggest advantage of privati-
sation over disinvestment is that it
facilitates the change in management
of these PSUs. A major reason why
the PSUs are not as efficient as the pri-
vate sector is their management and
the lack of an incentive structure that
focuses on economic efficiency and
generation of private profits. 

Therefore, while disinvestments
would result in non-tax revenues for
the Government, the management
remains largely the same.  Therefore,
there are limited implications for
broader wealth creation for these
companies through disinvestment.

The timing of privatisation is also
critical as it comes at a juncture when
our growth has slowed down.
Therefore, privatisation will have
two positive implications for the
economy. First, it will revive the sen-
timent and since economics is about

self-fulfilling prophecies, a positive
sentiment is critical towards acceler-
ating the process of growth recovery.
The second aspect is more transac-
tional as it is to do with public
finances.

During an economic slowdown,
a Government’s tax revenues don’t
grow as per expectation. We see some
of this in the current financial year
as there’s a major revenue shortfall
which is likely to affect the financials
of the Government. The other aspect
is that since deficit is reported as a
percentage of the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP), slow growth will
amplify the amount of deficit during
slow growth years. 

However, privatisation can bridge
the deficit through non-tax revenues
and its positive impact on sentiment
will also have a muted, yet important
second order effect on growth rates.

However, just as the Government
is looking to privatise Air India and
BPCL, it is also looking to revive
BSNL (Bharat Sanchar Nigam

Limited) and MTNL (Mahanagar
Telephone Nigam Limited). The plan
to introduce a voluntary retirement
scheme and to merge these two
enterprises is  good. However, it will
succeed only if we scale down their
operations significantly.

That is, the Government should
downsize the merged entity and
retain only the strategic operations of
the company while the rest of it and
its assets can be sold off to private
players. 

With a Government that is look-
ing at the sale of PSU assets includ-
ing under-utilised plants and land, it
makes sense to look at rapid privati-
sation, thereby creating a vibrant
space for the private sector. 

The exit of the Government
from production will free up critical
resources that it can then devote to
enhancing State capacity and provi-
sioning of the public goods and ser-
vices.

(The writer is a New Delhi-based
public policy researcher) 

���	�� ��	�������������	
���	����
�
��������� !"#$!#��������%�&��'�#(������!�%�&!��)���*��%%!�%��#+&,-�#(�,#-!"�,��&�%!-�.&�#�%��#-�&�#-�����$�'!%�%!#%!���

&��'����"�.�-�-!#����#�&�%����#����!"!/0�+"!���#(��� �/"�#��%.�+!�)�"���!�."� ��!�%!+��"

�����%3�
#$

����������������� ������ !�"�#$%�&'#$

���6(��� $��#��!6��*

��0�	"���	���		
���!	�!
�$!�%���		$���	
�$���

�'��!/�/����"�$����%���	�"�$���"���/!�
%�$!�
(��$���'!�$��!	�!
!���	
�������&�!/�*+� 	$	���

D�
	!
�����$��'	
	�$���
��������%��
�

�	�#�&!��������%! $!���&!���
!"�$�	�����!�$�	�
/������
%��!�	$	 ���&�'!$	�$�%��������!
��	��
&!����!��%�
!$�(� !'�������$�!/�%	�$&��!�	$	 ��
D%���	� �	�/�'	
	�$���
��	
%���0�	"����

( 4 & ' # ; $ � ' < '

#�����=)�����������F
���������)�*��*��*)
�)���)������)���)�����
9�+�*�9�*�����1�����	*���)
�����9����8�����+���+���*�
��))�����	*)�������
�����)�)*���+��1*�*������
��)���������#����
����*��)�9������8�*���)����
9�*������2���)������
)*��*+�)��"*�����*����)����+
���*����+������3����<
�1*�?>����)���*��*���+���
���'��2�������+�)�9�)
��)��*����1*�*�����)�����
*��"��<��8�)����)���)����*�
�����+�����

D��	����
��� ��*�����E

�!�	�	%	&�"�'("�
�&$��(���!�% 	"	"



64+��"�
� �"'	��" 	5&"�&5&�

DM Cardiology, HOD

 ��%	!�!�&��%�
 �'�
$� ��%	� 
	
�$	$�$��'�%	 ��� !��������	���

��2���!��,
�!!�3'��!)��%

If you have an irregular pulse, experience palpitations, short-
ness of breath, chest pain, fatigue, and weakness, you could

be suffering from a heart disease called atrial fibrillation (AF).
Studies have reported AF is a growing epidemic with an expect-
ed doubling of its prevalence in India by 2030.

It is a condition that involves irregular beating of the left atri-
um (upper chamber) of the heart that increases a person’s risk
for stroke by four to five times when compared with the people
who do not suffer from it. As stroke remains one of the leading
causes of death and disability in India, scientists have introduced
new methods of evaluating irregular heart beats that have out-
performed the approach that has been used conventionally in
stroke units.

Therapies like patent foramen ovale (PFO) and left atrial
appendage (LAA) closure are performed to close the hole or defect
in the heart of patients suffering from cryptogenic & non-valvu-
lar atrial fibrillation respectively. The therapies are a breakthrough
that could lead to better treatment and outcomes for patients with
cryptogenic and non-valvular atrial fibrillation.

Digital innovations are revolutionising healthcare and tech-
nology in medicine is paving the way for better treatment. When
suffering from this condition, blood clots are most commonly
formed in LAA. Closing the LAA is an effective way of reduc-
ing stroke risk in people with atrial fibrillation and that is what
the new technology does. A nail like device called occluder is
implanted inside the heart that permanently closes LAA and keeps

blood clots from escaping. 
The AF causes 15 to 20 per

cent of ischemic strokes, which
occur when blood flow to the
brain is blocked by a clot or by
fatty deposits called plaque.
Within a few hours atrial fibril-
lation there onset of a stroke,
treatment with drugs or devices
that dissolve or break up the clot,
can restore blood flow to the
brain and lead to a better recov-
ery. Taking a blood thinner,
such as warfarin reduces the risk
of stroke in patients with atrial
fibrillation.

If you take a blood thinner
for AF, you are probably aware
of the bleeding risks that come

with it. Most people can take blood thinner for years without a
risk. But because they help prevent blood clots by thinning the
blood, even tiny cuts or bruises will bleed a lot more because of
the daily consumption of these drugs. Also, there is a need of
getting frequent blood tests done to make sure the patient takes
the right amount of medication.

PFO and LAA closure therapies are performed to close the
hole or defect in the heart. These procedures do not require open-
heart surgery. A permanent device that doesn’t have to be replaced
and can’t be seen outside the body is used. To implant the device,
the doctor makes a small cut in the upper leg and inserts a nee-
dle stick, as done in a standard stent procedure. The doctor then
guides the device into the LAA or PFO as per the treatment area.
They are done under general anesthesia and take about an hour.
Patients stay in the hospital overnight and leave the next day. 

LAA and PFO implants have proven to reduce strokes in
patients. It can also reduce the risk of bleeding associated with
long term use of blood thinners that have been used convention-
ally. 

Stroke is becoming a major cause of death in low-income
and middle-income countries like India. To prevent AF and
stroke, there should be a focus on early diagnoses, public aware-
ness and capacity building at different levels of health care. It’s
important to live a heart-healthy lifestyle — eating a healthy diet,
increasing physical activity, avoiding smoking, limiting or avoid-
ing alcohol and reducing stress. 
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E The saffron is a
spice derived from the

flower saffron crocus. The
vivid crimson stigma and
styles, called threads, are
collected and dried to be used
mainly as a seasoning and
colouring agent in food.
Saffron has long been the
world’s most costly spice by
weight.

Saffron is rich in
a nt i ox i d a nt s
mainly crocin
and                

picrocrocin that help fight
against oxidative stress and free
radicals in the body.

It is also hailed for its anti-
inflammatory properties. Take a
pinch of saffron add it to a cup
of warm milk and drink. You
may also add turmeric. This will
help in reducing muscle cramps
and body aches. It also helps in
fighting common cold, flu and
even asthma.

Saffron contain more than
150 volatile compounds that is

good for the overall
well-being of

the body.
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Telling the differ-
ence between a
teen’s normal ups

and downs or something
bigger is among the top chal-
lenges parents face while identifying
depression among the youth, says a new
study. Forty per cent of parents struggle
to differentiate between normal mood
swings and signs of depression, while 30
per cent are tricked as their child hides his
feelings well, according to a new nation-
al poll in the US.

According to the researchers, some
parents might be overestimating their abil-
ity to recognise depression in the mood
and behaviour of their own child. An over-
confident parent may fail to pick up on
the subtle signals that something is amiss.

The poll also suggests that the topic
of depression is all too familiar for mid-
dle and high school students.

One in four parents say their child
knows a peer or classmate with depres-
sion, and one in 10 say their child knows
a peer or classmate who has died by sui-
cide. This level of familiarity with depres-
sion and suicide is consistent with recent
statistics showing a dramatic increase in
suicide among US youth over the past
decade.

Rising rates of suicide highlight the
importance of recognising depression in
youth. Compared to the ratings of their
own ability, parents polled were also less
confident that their preteens or teens
would recognise depression in themselves.
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With many important
exams to take place in
the coming months,

it is necessary to stay sharp and
focused. One also has to
remember what one has
studied. There are
several natural
ways in which
one can
increase one’s
concentration.

Eat foods
that don’t have
sugar. A diet
that has lots of
sugar can lead to
poor memory and
reduced brain volume.
Also, avoid eating  cakes, cere-
al, cookies, white rice and
white bread.

While drinking coffee may
keep many people awake th
whole night, the fact is that cer-
tain compounds in coffee stim-
ulate the brain’s anti-oxidant

system.
Eat dark chocolate. Not

milk chocolate since dark
chocolate has less sugar.

Eat avocados. They are
one of the healthiest fruits

that you can eat. It is
also considered as

one of the foods
that improve
brain function.

W h i l e
most people
don’t like to eat

broccoli, the
truth is that this

vegetable is one of
the best power foods

for the brain.
Certain essential nutrients

and Vitamin K helps in keep-
ing your memory sharp and
make it one of the best foods for
brain health. 

Eat eggs as they are rich in
Vitamin D, which help improve
the brain’s cognitive skills.

It is time for important exams
like CAT, end semester and
Classes X and XII Boards. 

ROSHANI DEVI shares home
remedies that can help students

to stay sharp and focused

If you are taking Omega-3 pills or relish
two-three servings of Omega-3 rich fish

a week, you can continue with those, with-
out worrying about its potential prostate
cancer risk that some previous research
with preliminary findings have
reported in the past.

The researchers at the
Intermountain Healthcare
Heart Institute in Salt Lake City,
Utah, US who continue to
research the potential benefits
and risks of this popular fish oil
supplement especially when it comes
to prostate cancer risk and heart health have
found no link between the two.

Viet T Le from Intermountain
Healthcare Heart Institute said they under-
took this study in light of findings from a
2013 paper from the journal of the National
Cancer Institute that suggested a possible
link between higher Omega-3 plasma lev-
els and the development of prostate can-

cer, one that has been debated since pub-
lication. “If I’m recommending Omega-3
for my patients to save their hearts, I want
to make sure I'm not putting them at risk

for prostate cancer. Our study found no
evidence of a link between the two,”

Lee said.
“This study is important

because we looked at how
omega-3 helps patients who
have already developed disease,

and its effects on survival - both
in getting to the first angiography

to be diagnosed (vs. having a heart
attack or worse before even knowing they
have heart disease) and thereafter,” Le elab-
orated.

While a seeming association between
higher plasma Omega-3 levels and the find-
ings of severe heart disease upon initial
angiogram might raise alarms that Omega-
3 isn’t beneficial, “they did live to see a doc-
tor and get diagnosed,” Le added.    — IANS
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Shiny, healthy, and tangle free strands are
what everyone desire. On the other hand if

you like to style your hair with hot tools, exper-
iment different products, and also color it reg-
ularly; then silkiness seems only a dream. It
feels great to run fingers through soft hair but
due to factors like hair type, hair damage and
environmental factors, at times our hair aren’t
as silky and smooth as we’d like them to be.
Fortunately, with the some tips and tricks, we
can improve the quality of our hair in just few
weeks. The condition of our hair depends
mainly on our health and condition of the cuti-
cle which is the outside layer of our hair.

Be mindful when shampooing
When shampooing, we usually pile our hair

on top of our head and wash the entire length
of the hair. This method not only forms tan-
gles but also dry the ends of the hair which
already lack moisture especially in curly hair.
In naturally straight hair the oil goes from scalp
to the end of the roots very quickly because
gravity pulls it down but when it comes to curly
hair, the oil travels around the coiled shaft and
therefore the oil doesn’t go to the roots as
quickly. 

This means that people with curly hair do
not need to shampoo their hair as often. While
washing curly hair consider using cleansing
conditioner than the regular shampoo which
strips the hair of its necessary natural oils.

Comb when wet, brush when dry
It has been observed that most people do

not brush their hair gently, which impedes hair
from looking its best. The best way to detan-
gle hair is using a wide toothed comb when
your hair is wet or  can use a brush specially
designed for wet hair or to brush when hair
completely get dry. Detangling of hair is best
done from ends to root of hair rather than root
to tip. 

Use T-shirt instead of a towel to dry your
hair

We always knew the basic method to dry
our hair was rough drying that is by rubbing
a towel back and forth; touching it but the fact
is that we have wrongly learned it. This
method generates friction which fluffs up the
outer cellular layer of the hair. And then they
catch on one another which are the reason of
breakage and knots, and result in frizz. The key
to have smooth and silky hair is no friction.
Super tangly hair is the result of the open cuti-
cle. The snugger the outer cellular layer of the
hair, the more unaffected is the openings and
the smoother the hair will be. So, switch your
towel with a smoother cotton T-shirt. Also, try
not to rub your head and instead wrap the ends
of the hair in the shirt and squeeze out all the
water.

Always finish blow dry with a blast of
cold air

It sounds little time taking step, but the fact
is after the hair is dry the key for locking the
amount of volume, movement of your hair and
direction of your style is finishing a blow out
with cold air. It also helps close the outer cel-
lular layer of the hair. Always make sure to use
a concentrator or nozzle as it directs the air to
go from roots to the ends and helps in closing
the outer cellular layer of the hair rather than
roughing it up. Use your fingers to comb your
hair.
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The risks associated with
Diabetes are becoming
increasingly evident.

Consistently high blood sugar levels
can lead to serious health problems,
such as negative effect on heart and
blood vessels, kidneys, nerves, cou-
pled with higher risk of developing
infections. While many of these are
traditional complications associated
with diabetes, a serious complication
is blindness, as a result of Diabetic
retinopathy formation. 

It is critical to increase the level
of awareness of Diabetic retinopathy
amongst individuals with diabetes
mellitus for early diagnosis and
management.  

Evidently, Diabetes is the prima-
ry cause of blindness in adults
between the ages of 20 to 74 world-
wide.With approximately 72 million
of people in India suffering with dia-
betes, it accounts for nearly 7.1 per
cent of the country’s adult popula-
tion. According to International
Diabetes Federation, people with dia-
betes are expected to develop some
form of eye disease (retinopathy),
leading to reduced vision or blind-
ness. Consistently high levels of
blood glucose, blood pressure and
high cholesterol, are the main caus-
es of retinopathy.

All Diabetes patents — both
Type I and Type II — are at risk of
Diabetic retinopathy. The longer
someone has Diabetes, the more like-
ly they are to develop Diabetic
retinopathy. People with Diabetic
retinopathy have damaged blood ves-
sels in their retinal layer; a light-sen-
sitive layer at the back of the eye.

Prolonged high blood sugar levels in
Diabetics can cause damage or
swelling to the small blood vessels in
the retina. Retina is the light-sensi-
tive tissue at the back of your eye
andone needs a healthy retina to have
a clear vision. Diabetic retinopathy
damages the tiny blood vessels inside
the retina that might lead to complete
loss of vision if left untreated. 

Diabetic retinopathy can be
managed through regular eye check-
ups. Many Diabetics are unaware that

chronically high blood sugar may
result in eye damage. Diabetes is still
majorly associated with kidney fail-
ure and cardiovascular problems. It
is time to raise the awareness levels
and encourage diabetes patients to go
for periodic eye consultations. 

Symptoms: Ideally, Diabetic
retinopathy does not cause noticeable
symptoms until significant damage
has occurred. It usually affects both
eyes and complications that indicate
the onset of Diabetic retinopathy.
Few symptoms are:
� Blurred or distorted vision, or dif-
ficulty in reading 
� Floaters, which are dark objects
that float across the field of vision 
� Distorted colour vision
� Partial or total loss of vision

Prevention: While there is no

cure for diabetic retinopathy; early
detection and timely treatment is
often effective in preventing, delay-
ing or reducing vision loss. Further,
Diabetic patients should make
dietary changes to control their glu-
cose and lipid levels. 

Diabetic retinopathy can be a big
problem for pregnant women who
have Diabetes. To protect vision,
women at risk should have a com-
prehensive dilated eye examination
upon confirmation of pregnancy, as
well as additional medical tests as rec-
ommended by the doctor. 

Adolescent Diabetics must have
their eyes examined at least once a
year after the age of 12 years, asdia-
betic retinopathy is rarely known to
occur before puberty. 
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Market benchmark Sensex
dropped by 72 points to

close at 40,284.19 on Monday
due to losses in private banks,
IT and energy stocks amid
concerns over the economic
slowdown.

The 30-share index had
opened on a firm note but
turned negative in afternoon
session due to profit booking in
IT, banking and oil and gas
stocks.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty slipped 10.95 points, or
0.09 per cent, to end at
11,884.50. As many as 29 of its
constituents advanced while
20 dropped.

Yes Bank was among the
top losers in the Sensex pack,
falling up to 4.08 per cent, fol-
lowed by Bajaj Auto, M&M,
Hero MotoCorp, HDFC Bank,
ONGC and TCS which
declined up to 2.05 per cent.

On the other hand, Bharti
Airtel, Tata Steel, Sun Pharma,
PowerGrid, IndusInd Bank,
Axis Bank, SBI, Vedanta and
Tata Motors rose up to 4.60 per
cent.

Broader BSE midcap and
smallcap indices outperformed
benchmarks, rising up to 0.44
per cent.

Despite positive cues from
global markets, sentiment in

the domestic market was sub-
dued on account of multiple
reports suggesting that the
pace of India’s economic
growth may falter further,
traders said.

“Post Q2 results, market
seems to have entered an inde-
cisive period of trade having
rallied well in the last two
months and lack of major data
releases this week. Globally,
investors are awaiting triggers
on resolution of  US-China
trade tension and future inter-

est rate trajectory of US central
bank. In the short-term volatil-
ity may stay but banks are
expected to do well given a new
life to distressed asset,” Vinod
Nair, Head of Research, Geojit
Financial Services said.

Markets remained flat
throughout the day as investors
were cautious, Paras Bothra,
President of Equity Research,
Ashika Stock Broking said.

Sectorally, BSE capital
goods, auto, energy, FMCG, IT
and industrials indices fell up

to 0.68 per cent.
While BSE telecom, metal,

basic materials, healthcare and
utilities indices rose up to 3.42
per cent.

Metal stocks closed higher
as the sentiment turned posi-
tive for base metals with the
news that US and China are
progressing gradually and in a
more constructive manner on
trade tariff front, Kotak
Securities Senior Vice-
President, Equity Technical
Research, Shrikant Chouhan
said.

NSE Metal index rose by
1.79 per cent, led by gains in
Tata Steel (4.41 per cent),
Hindalco (3.33 per cent) and
SAIL (2.75 per cent).

Market breadth was nega-
tive as 1,404 stocks declined
while 1,154 gained on BSE. 

Bourses in Hong Kong,
Tokyo and Shanghai settled on
a positive note amid optimism
about US-China trade talks
while those in Seoul ended in
the red. European equities were
trading on a mixed note in
their respective early deals.

Meanwhile, the Indian
rupee depreciated marginally to
71.79 against the US dollar
intra-day.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, rose 0.09
per cent to USD 63.36 per bar-
rel. 
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Gold fell by ��85 to Rs 38,775 per 10 gram on Monday, track-
ing weak international prices, according to HDFC Securities.
On Saturday, the yellow metal had closed at ��38,860 per 10

gram.
“Spot gold prices for 24 Karat in Delhi were trading lower

by ��85 on strangled spot demand and weak international prices.
The weakness in rupee, which fell around 7 paise against the dol-
lar during the day, limited the down side in gold prices,” HDFC
Securities Senior Analyst (Commodities) Tapan Patel said.

Silver prices also tumbled by ��290 to ��45,250 per kg from
��45,540 per kg. In the international market, gold prices were
trading lower at USD 1,464 an ounce, while silver was quoting
at USD 16.88 per ounce.
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The government should
grant telecom companies a

three-year moratorium fol-
lowed by an extended timeline
for payment of all statutory
dues at easier interest rates, as
the telecom sector is reeling
under massive losses after the
Supreme Court ruling on AGR
liabilities, COAI said on
Monday.

Cellular Operators
Association of India (COAI)
Director General Rajan
Mathews told PTI that opera-
tors need “oxygen” and urged
the government to take a call
on debt restructuring of all the
dues that telecom operators
owe to the government.

Mathews said most 4G
licences have 11-year validity
left, and that the government

could pack in another 10 years,
thus allowing operators to pay
back all the outstanding dues
spread over the entire licence
period.

“It is also time to redefine
AGR (adjusted gross revenue)
prospectively,” Mathews said.

The telecom industry has
been haemorrhaging, with
combined losses of listed
mobile network firms surpass-
ing Rs 1 lakh crore in the
September-ended quarter.

Last week, India’s two lead-
ing telecom operators
Vodafone Idea and Bharti
Airtel reported a combined
loss of Rs 74,000 crore for the
second quarter ended
September 2019, mainly on
account of statutory dues aris-
ing from the recent Supreme
Court order on AGR.

The apex court upheld the

government’s position of
including revenue from non-
telecommunication businesses
in calculating the annual AGR
of telecom companies, a share
of which has to be paid as
licence and spectrum fee to the
exchequer. The ruling over
statutory liabilities has trig-
gered a rush for provisioning by
telecom companies.

While Vodafone Idea post-
ed a loss of Rs 50,921 crore, the
highest-ever quarterly loss by
any company in India, Airtel
reported a loss of Rs 23,045
crore.

On Friday, Reliance
Communication posted a con-
solidated loss of Rs 30,142
crore for the July-September
2019 period due to provision-
ing for liabilities after the
Supreme Court ruling on statu-
tory dues — marking second-

highest loss posted by any
Indian company till date.

Airtel, Vodafone Idea and
other telecom operators have
to pay the government a
whopping Rs 1.4 lakh crore
following the Supreme Court
order that has sent shock
waves through an industry
already grappling with past
losses and billions of dollars in
debt.

According to latest esti-
mates by the telecom depart-
ment, Bharti Airtel faces a lia-
bility of around Rs 62,187 crore
(including share of Tata Group
of companies and Telenor
India), while Vodafone Idea
may have to pay about Rs
54,184 crore. The remaining
liability is with state-owned
BSNL and MTNL and some of
the shut or bankrupt telecom
companies.
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New Delhi (PTI): Tata Motors
on Monday said it has inked a
pact with commercial EV fleet
provider Lithium Urban
Technologies to address mobil-
ity solutions across passenger,
mass transit and freight seg-
ments.

As part of the agreement,
the auto major will supply 400
Tigor EV units to Lithium
Urban by the end of the current
fiscal, Tata Motors said in a

statement.
The partnership also

entails supply of 100 more
electric vehicles, like the
upcoming Nexon EV, from the
company’s stable, it added.

“This is not just the most
significant milestone for Tata
Motors’ e-mobility business,
but also a big turning point in
the EV market, which is now
likely to see fleets electrify
faster than ever before,” Tata

Motors President – Electric
Mobility Business & Corporate
Strategy Shailesh Chandra said.

The company is committed
to nurturing this valued part-
nership as it addresses the
evolving mobility needs of cus-
tomers through various dis-
ruptive business models, he
added.

“The induction of new
extended range Tigor EVs (213
km) and future EVs into our

portfolio will add further dif-
ferentiation to our service
offerings for passenger ser-
vices,” Lithium Urban
Technologies Founder Sanjay
Krishnan said.

This partnership with Tata
Motors will ensure availabili-
ty of new form factors and
enable viability of new market
segments across passenger,
mass transit and freight, he
added.

Script Open High Low LTP
MARUTI 7137.00 7189.30 7078.60 7099.60
YESBANK 69.10 69.45 65.50 65.90
TCS 2187.00 2187.65 2148.15 2151.75
BHARTIARTL 395.00 420.40 392.20 409.15
SBIN 324.00 329.75 323.95 325.20
IBULHSGFIN 204.90 215.80 200.50 208.65
HINDUNILVR 2058.00 2072.55 2038.00 2056.70
JUBILANT 491.70 501.00 489.00 494.50
GLENMARK 308.00 369.60 308.00 365.50
TATASTEEL 397.40 412.55 396.10 410.20
RELIANCE 1471.35 1486.00 1449.95 1458.50
BPCL 520.00 528.00 517.50 521.55
IDEA 4.00 4.55 3.92 4.47
BAJFINANCE 4190.00 4205.50 4143.75 4152.60
RBLBANK 320.95 326.00 311.60 323.70
LT 1393.00 1395.00 1362.00 1366.55
HINDPETRO 292.50 296.40 287.25 290.20
JINDALSTEL 145.00 147.00 142.45 145.40
TATAMOTORS 171.70 171.90 169.35 170.05
DMART 1875.00 1875.00 1807.15 1827.25
ICICIBANK 499.30 504.50 496.60 498.25
ULTRACEMCO 4079.00 4142.95 4074.40 4124.60
MUTHOOTFIN 704.00 737.40 702.10 713.95
WOCKPHARMA 281.95 307.10 281.35 296.75
JUSTDIAL 510.00 537.45 509.80 527.25
INFY 704.50 709.90 699.75 705.55
BAJAJ-AUTO 3231.50 3231.50 3145.80 3157.40
HDFCBANK 1275.00 1280.00 1259.00 1262.00
CROMPTON 260.00 268.00 259.95 264.95
ASHOKA 95.40 96.95 93.65 94.10
ZEEL 290.80 298.10 287.45 294.05
INFRATEL 226.70 233.60 222.10 226.70
DLF 213.50 218.35 211.20 216.05
HINDALCO 187.75 194.80 187.45 193.35
EICHERMOT 21511.15 21550.00 20855.70 21469.35
SBILIFE 1008.95 1012.80 997.00 999.55
AUROPHARMA 413.00 428.90 412.90 425.05
HDFCAMC 3500.00 3500.00 3437.90 3446.95
BANKBARODA 94.70 96.15 94.35 95.85
ASHOKLEY 79.60 82.60 78.85 82.20
SUNPHARMA 418.90 429.90 416.80 424.35
GRASIM 757.00 786.00 751.00 769.20
COLPAL 1585.00 1589.50 1537.20 1548.95
INDUSINDBK 1368.70 1379.80 1359.20 1374.80
APOLLOHOSP 1419.90 1427.10 1398.00 1404.00
HDFC 2224.00 2239.95 2209.50 2234.50
KOTAKBANK 1626.00 1635.00 1617.40 1627.35
IOC 132.00 133.20 131.25 132.50
AXISBANK 716.00 725.30 712.35 723.05
SIEMENS 1578.00 1596.80 1545.90 1553.20
VEDL 143.95 144.95 142.50 143.40
PFIZER 3995.00 4116.50 3965.75 4060.50
DISHTV 13.90 14.75 13.90 14.48
L&TFH 98.35 99.00 96.60 97.65
ITC 251.00 252.20 248.75 250.75
ACC 1490.55 1509.00 1485.60 1490.60
HEROMOTOCO 2544.05 2552.10 2497.95 2501.90
NTPC 117.75 117.75 116.85 117.45
BANKINDIA 69.45 71.60 68.95 71.30
PNB 62.30 63.10 61.85 62.35
NESTLEIND 14320.80 14320.80 14054.05 14081.90
ASIANPAINT 1766.00 1766.00 1734.85 1738.80
PFC 111.75 119.45 110.90 117.55
MGL 1006.75 1033.40 1006.75 1029.05
BHEL 54.20 54.80 53.65 53.90
UPL 532.00 551.15 528.00 549.25
JSWSTEEL 245.75 251.00 244.80 249.70
FEDERALBNK 84.95 87.40 84.50 86.95
NCC 56.00 57.15 55.25 56.60
MCX 1155.00 1188.50 1155.00 1185.40
WIPRO 252.60 252.65 248.35 249.60
CEATLTD 962.10 966.05 948.00 950.85
HDFCLIFE 575.00 575.00 567.40 570.55
CIPLA 463.00 471.90 457.50 459.75
TATAGLOBAL 295.00 306.95 294.00 305.30
CANBK 208.00 211.40 205.40 210.85
MOTHERSUMI 136.90 137.15 132.75 134.30
LTI 1663.00 1720.00 1663.00 1705.35
INDIGO 1475.40 1486.00 1455.00 1458.90
FORTIS 139.00 143.80 134.40 142.70
MFSL 477.00 494.90 474.15 484.30
PIDILITIND 1325.00 1325.00 1301.40 1305.95
SCI 59.25 61.45 58.75 59.75
TATAMTRDVR 79.25 79.75 78.20 78.55
GODREJPROP 908.60 908.60 885.00 889.05
RECLTD 133.90 142.50 133.85 140.35
LINDEINDIA 602.75 695.50 602.70 659.60
SRTRANSFIN 1133.50 1136.10 1122.95 1125.60
SAIL 36.40 37.50 36.30 37.30
RNAM 359.10 359.90 348.00 351.40
NMDC 100.00 101.10 99.05 100.20
BAJAJFINSV 9053.05 9130.25 9020.55 9106.40
ADANIENT 205.70 205.70 200.50 201.20
TITAN 1160.00 1164.30 1152.50 1158.75
ICICIGI 1385.00 1399.45 1345.85 1351.35
CONCOR 580.00 580.00 566.10 569.80
EXIDEIND 189.60 191.75 186.95 189.80
SYNGENE 318.05 325.00 317.70 319.30
PVR 1749.90 1750.00 1712.85 1733.35
POLYCAB 890.35 944.15 890.35 934.30
PEL 1771.15 1788.40 1738.00 1746.75
GRAPHITE 300.00 304.00 293.30 295.40
LTTS 1419.00 1435.05 1399.00 1431.15
LUPIN 743.00 759.35 742.50 746.30
NAUKRI 2645.00 2736.60 2640.00 2728.40
JUBLFOOD 1615.00 1618.00 1579.65 1586.95
IPCALAB 1113.00 1175.00 1099.00 1161.90
BRITANNIA 3209.70 3215.75 3126.35 3140.25

GAIL 125.00 125.25 121.80 124.80
ADANIPOWER 60.70 61.60 59.50 59.80
NIITTECH 1460.30 1527.05 1460.30 1519.50
UNIONBANK 53.75 55.00 53.70 54.80
SRF 3221.00 3240.80 3184.00 3205.75
GODFRYPHLP 1240.00 1240.00 1166.00 1171.70
M&M 587.00 587.00 572.00 573.15
GMRINFRA 21.60 21.85 21.25 21.30
LICHSGFIN 419.60 423.05 411.20 421.15
NBCC 38.45 39.00 37.80 38.00
PARAGMILK 125.05 147.80 125.05 145.90
RAJESHEXPO 713.00 722.95 694.50 715.85
RAYMOND 743.10 755.65 715.20 718.85
NATIONALUM 42.30 42.80 42.15 42.35
BHARATFORG 447.00 452.50 443.10 448.35
SUNTV 485.15 500.15 484.80 497.15
PIIND 1436.00 1440.00 1410.00 1426.70
VOLTAS 714.00 719.40 708.40 715.10
BATAINDIA 1730.60 1738.10 1699.05 1702.20
EQUITAS 86.80 90.75 86.40 88.55
SPICEJET 107.30 108.00 105.55 106.00
COALINDIA 201.20 201.70 198.20 200.30
ABBOTINDIA 12450.00 13200.00 12450.00 12810.75
CADILAHC 236.65 246.75 236.65 241.35
AVANTI 544.95 544.95 506.00 508.80
TATAPOWER 54.90 56.55 54.35 55.90
ESCORTS 654.35 665.20 654.35 659.90
BANDHANBNK 563.80 563.95 550.15 558.35
CHOLAFIN 331.70 333.00 325.80 329.70
IDFCFIRSTB 42.15 43.25 42.15 42.45
PHILIPCARB 125.15 130.40 125.15 127.20
UJJIVAN 281.00 288.30 280.05 286.60
ICICIPRULI 527.95 528.55 517.65 520.55
DELTACORP 189.85 194.55 186.00 192.85
DABUR 462.30 463.00 452.25 455.10
APOLLOTYRE 168.95 170.05 167.25 169.10
BIOCON 257.30 263.00 257.30 260.50
ONGC 135.70 136.05 133.30 133.90
DIVISLAB 1748.05 1766.20 1721.20 1735.45
BALKRISIND 856.00 860.00 837.95 849.00
SUVEN 312.00 312.40 299.70 301.85
POWERGRID 188.00 191.00 186.70 190.65
CORPBANK 18.85 22.05 18.50 22.05
OMAXE 185.40 185.40 181.45 182.00
HEG 1032.00 1035.30 1000.00 1005.15
BOMDYEING 79.20 80.90 78.65 79.20
HAVELLS 674.85 677.00 663.00 667.55
MARICO 356.00 356.75 352.10 355.30
JKTYRE 70.50 71.00 68.50 68.85
TORNTPHARM 1786.95 1804.80 1773.50 1778.60
M&MFIN 326.00 330.60 318.70 327.10
TECHM 753.00 757.70 747.65 751.45
BERGEPAINT 494.85 494.85 483.90 490.75
GRANULES 124.75 129.30 123.60 128.25
DRREDDY 2737.60 2759.90 2732.00 2736.10
BEL 112.00 112.25 109.60 109.85
JAICORPLTD 99.85 100.25 96.50 96.85
RITES 295.60 304.00 295.50 300.85
PAGEIND 23199.00 23663.20 23199.00 23459.95
SANOFI 6566.00 6894.15 6510.50 6815.05
BEML 953.00 961.55 937.10 940.45
RELINFRA 37.25 39.45 36.75 36.75
TVSMOTOR 455.00 455.50 445.50 452.05
COFFEEDAY 48.10 48.10 48.10 48.10
INFIBEAM 44.90 44.90 43.55 43.95
SPARC 153.00 157.20 149.05 154.65
SUNTECK 405.00 405.00 385.00 389.70
LAKSHVILAS 20.00 20.00 19.30 19.60
ABCAPITAL 82.00 82.35 80.35 81.60
RCOM 0.57 0.61 0.57 0.57
MANAPPURAM 164.40 164.45 162.25 163.25
SUNDRMFAST 461.00 466.00 454.10 465.50
WHIRLPOOL 2308.10 2324.35 2252.65 2279.75
SUZLON 2.49 2.55 2.40 2.46
TATACHEM 646.00 649.00 642.00 645.90
IRCON 410.00 410.00 395.60 401.95
PCJEWELLER 32.25 32.65 32.00 32.10
STRTECH 125.00 125.50 122.05 122.65
IBREALEST 72.50 73.40 69.00 69.80
MRF 64083.65 64675.00 63875.00 64379.35
GODREJCP 711.20 719.80 705.60 714.90
HCLTECH 1145.00 1149.95 1139.00 1141.30
ADANIPORTS 366.40 367.45 364.10 365.60
DCBBANK 182.85 182.85 175.00 180.20
FORCEMOT 1027.00 1051.10 1016.10 1024.15
STAR 382.35 386.35 374.75 379.80
AMBUJACEM 203.45 204.20 200.35 201.20
TORNTPOWER 294.20 297.80 292.30 292.80
TATAELXSI 800.00 800.00 782.90 790.85
IGL 425.90 425.90 413.30 417.40
VBL 710.00 712.30 690.00 699.65
CREDITACC 775.00 799.00 757.00 793.05

AMARAJABAT 746.70 754.00 742.35 749.00
BBTC 1160.05 1184.25 1142.00 1146.65
QUESS 555.00 565.00 491.40 556.25
ITI 88.55 89.15 87.20 88.00
MOTILALOFS 733.00 752.00 733.00 740.35
UBL 1269.00 1269.00 1236.30 1247.95
RALLIS 175.75 182.00 175.00 179.00
INDIACEM 83.70 83.70 79.50 79.80
VENKYS 1741.35 1762.40 1720.00 1727.25
AUBANK 803.55 819.90 791.00 798.00
PETRONET 276.20 277.65 272.65 273.20
NOCIL 106.00 106.05 103.00 103.25
PNBHOUSING 531.30 534.00 520.50 523.95
DEEPAKNI 354.00 361.80 353.35 358.30
IBVENTURES 148.00 148.00 142.50 144.95
EIDPARRY 193.80 203.35 190.25 196.15
GLAXO 1603.75 1631.20 1594.00 1626.95
SWANENERGY 101.00 103.25 100.45 102.40
BALRAMCHIN 148.70 149.50 142.65 143.10
DBL 405.00 409.00 400.00 403.90
EDELWEISS 131.20 133.75 126.80 128.65
IDBI 33.50 33.50 32.55 32.85
HFCL 17.25 17.60 17.05 17.10
ADANIGREEN 96.00 96.00 93.70 94.00
MINDTREE 693.65 705.75 687.00 703.70
TRENT 495.80 514.30 482.00 509.30
ADANITRANS 268.95 276.00 265.85 269.15
RADICO 314.85 314.85 303.60 304.35
FSL 42.00 42.00 40.50 40.75
CHAMBLFERT 157.80 160.50 156.25 158.15
RVNL 24.55 24.70 24.20 24.50
NAVINFLUOR 919.00 926.75 894.60 918.85
CASTROLIND 145.20 145.75 143.10 144.50
VIPIND 436.80 450.60 436.05 444.25
CRISIL 1489.90 1515.65 1423.85 1505.60
INDIANB 117.10 120.05 116.90 119.00
BAJAJELEC 323.00 323.00 312.00 318.35
RPOWER 3.80 3.90 3.80 3.80
MPHASIS 915.00 930.00 909.80 922.20
FINEORG 1953.40 2047.00 1953.40 2024.10
GICRE 259.80 261.00 244.60 245.30
WESTLIFE 351.50 378.00 351.50 370.70
ERIS 420.00 424.00 409.15 411.00
DEEPAKFERT 97.00 104.30 96.10 103.40
WELCORP 138.00 138.00 133.05 133.60
HINDZINC 210.00 212.95 207.35 210.65
NIACL 159.00 160.95 150.50 151.35
GREAVESCOT 139.00 139.70 136.60 136.85
NLCINDIA 54.75 54.75 52.75 53.55
HEXAWARE 336.30 338.05 334.35 336.50
RAIN 104.60 107.40 104.30 105.60
CUMMINSIND 570.00 570.00 554.55 557.30
ENGINERSIN 102.70 103.70 102.20 102.90
NH 295.00 299.70 294.50 296.15
AJANTPHARM 968.00 984.00 967.05 973.90
CUB 212.50 216.80 209.60 214.35
GNFC 196.70 196.70 191.05 193.35
PRESTIGE 289.65 294.45 287.20 290.25
IIFL 156.80 159.00 150.00 155.45
JMFINANCIL 94.95 95.25 92.75 94.60
PERSISTENT 666.20 676.85 638.00 650.10
BOSCHLTD 15076.80 15148.90 14966.40 15046.20
PTC 55.00 57.15 55.00 56.65
SHREECEM 19729.20 20069.95 19635.00 19854.85
ABFRL 212.85 215.40 208.30 213.15
VGUARD 230.50 232.75 228.00 230.25
JSWENERGY 72.30 72.35 69.45 70.50
TRIDENT 62.70 62.85 60.60 61.05
NESCO 614.35 629.55 612.00 624.75
AAVAS 1634.50 1648.00 1620.00 1642.10
HUDCO 43.50 43.90 42.55 42.65
INDHOTEL 155.60 155.60 152.60 153.85
ORIENTBANK 52.20 53.15 52.00 52.25
TV18BRDCST 23.85 23.85 21.95 22.10
MOIL 142.00 143.00 140.10 141.65
FDC 185.55 198.90 184.45 194.15
ALKEM 2066.00 2111.95 2059.80 2099.55
SHANKARA 331.40 332.00 315.00 318.00
CENTRUM 21.50 22.20 21.00 22.00
RCF 48.40 49.90 48.35 49.65
JBCHEPHARM 406.00 406.00 394.70 396.40
LALPATHLAB 1614.00 1626.00 1578.00 1599.05
ADANIGAS 147.00 147.00 146.10 146.25
SUDARSCHEM 393.15 398.00 392.70 395.50
KTKBANK 77.45 77.50 74.60 75.00
PGHL 4313.00 4410.00 4292.00 4353.85
ASTRAZEN 2650.60 2670.00 2620.00 2631.40
VINATIORGA 1940.00 1984.30 1921.00 1924.75
ATUL 4036.65 4070.00 4000.00 4036.15
ZYDUSWELL 1450.80 1529.00 1450.80 1514.15
BAJAJCON 243.70 244.00 236.40 237.35
SCHAEFFLER 4304.95 4570.00 4277.85 4378.45
LAXMIMACH 3392.40 3440.25 3321.50 3398.20
TNPL 184.10 184.10 178.95 180.20
FRETAIL 330.95 337.80 327.70 331.60
IRB 71.70 72.35 70.50 70.70
CAPPL 372.00 372.00 342.20 354.90
ITDC 365.00 365.95 349.85 352.25
SOUTHBANK 11.03 11.21 10.94 11.17
COROMANDEL 479.95 480.00 460.50 472.60
FLFL 405.00 417.90 386.50 395.25
GALAXYSURF 1562.95 1579.85 1541.95 1573.70
JYOTHYLAB 179.55 184.15 179.45 182.35
CANFINHOME 385.95 388.70 379.10 383.95
GILLETTE 7150.00 7150.00 7001.00 7022.95
HONAUT 27101.00 27700.00 26950.00 27439.10
MEGH 54.10 55.25 53.75 54.00
BIRLACORPN 644.35 652.00 643.00 649.70
COCHINSHIP 405.10 410.90 403.15 405.95

INTELLECT 146.00 146.00 142.00 142.55
KEC 282.90 283.40 276.75 278.55
KEI 534.15 537.25 523.50 526.20
JINDALSAW 80.90 82.00 79.95 80.10
AEGISLOG 176.50 178.55 173.65 175.20
JAMNAAUTO 45.95 46.00 44.00 44.30
DALBHARAT 840.45 841.95 828.80 833.15
JSL 36.00 38.50 35.25 37.15
WELSPUNIND 52.70 53.30 51.70 51.90
GDL 93.95 93.95 85.50 87.70
GUJGAS 195.50 195.50 193.00 193.70
NATCOPHARM 565.00 574.00 552.00 557.90
BLUESTARCO 815.00 818.75 792.65 797.30
CARERATING 504.60 504.60 497.00 498.20
ISEC 319.95 319.95 305.25 306.50
NILKAMAL 1349.95 1354.25 1311.00 1313.80
GSKCONS 8800.00 8841.15 8757.85 8812.75
ABB 1460.35 1476.45 1447.20 1454.80
SOBHA 402.35 404.10 395.00 399.80
BLISSGVS 140.25 140.25 136.00 136.90
BDL 334.00 336.50 321.20 323.65
BALMLAWRIE 191.95 191.95 188.25 188.70
ITDCEM 53.15 54.90 51.65 54.90
CENTRALBK 22.50 22.50 20.85 20.95
DCMSHRIRAM 319.95 331.70 319.00 324.70
OFSS 3062.00 3077.00 3043.05 3056.05
HSCL 64.45 65.10 63.25 63.65
CGPOWER 15.50 15.80 14.73 14.94
KRBL 202.00 202.00 193.55 195.35
PGHH 11178.55 11262.10 11000.00 11104.95
HINDCOPPER 37.60 38.15 37.20 37.70
KANSAINER 550.00 556.05 540.00 543.60
TIMKEN 872.20 889.20 862.00 868.30
JSLHISAR 69.50 72.55 69.05 71.40
TAKE 105.80 106.70 102.40 103.05
SKFINDIA 2130.10 2143.65 2113.00 2133.75
GODREJIND 445.00 450.00 439.80 441.15
RAMCOCEM 787.15 800.80 782.20 793.10
SONATSOFTW 304.60 305.30 300.50 302.70
KAJARIACER 519.55 521.20 512.10 514.55
GSFC 71.80 71.80 70.30 70.55
GODREJAGRO 469.55 475.00 465.00 472.40
CENTURYPLY 173.45 177.75 170.25 171.45
ESSELPRO 134.30 140.00 133.00 136.50
CHENNPETRO 141.70 141.70 136.00 139.50
RELAXO 549.50 555.00 545.00 551.05
PNCINFRA 196.80 196.80 186.80 187.75
GSPL 223.40 223.40 219.25 220.05
BAYERCROP 3363.00 3607.10 3345.00 3593.20
LUXIND 1320.00 1331.55 1278.05 1302.25
NHPC 23.30 23.50 23.20 23.35
J&KBANK 30.65 31.85 30.65 31.60
CYIENT 397.00 398.60 392.40 396.20
JAGRAN 53.80 53.80 48.50 49.05
TATAMETALI 573.05 607.75 573.00 592.55
THERMAX 1050.00 1055.25 1026.55 1030.75
WABAG 170.00 172.00 167.00 168.10
HEIDELBERG 189.70 190.25 186.55 187.40
SUPREMEIND 1138.55 1141.50 1123.00 1134.45
KNRCON 246.85 250.00 245.60 246.35
INOXLEISUR 359.95 362.50 358.10 359.35
UFLEX 207.90 212.00 204.10 204.95

ASTERDM 153.00 156.00 148.25 151.90
GMDCLTD 60.35 60.45 59.00 59.45
MAHINDCIE 146.50 146.80 142.55 143.95
FCONSUMER 23.10 23.50 22.75 22.90
IOB 9.95 10.08 9.90 9.94
THOMASCOOK 141.50 142.60 138.65 139.30
SJVN 24.65 24.85 24.45 24.60
ALBK 25.50 25.90 25.20 25.30
STARCEMENT 101.90 102.50 99.40 100.50
LEMONTREE 61.00 61.00 58.10 58.25
JPASSOCIAT 2.12 2.15 2.10 2.12
METROPOLIS 1400.00 1401.60 1387.00 1391.20
IEX 141.95 144.85 141.45 142.90
GESHIP* 304.45 304.45 297.00 299.70
LAURUSLABS 342.00 345.00 336.25 337.25
SCHNEIDER 67.00 70.80 65.80 66.50
DCAL 121.60 124.40 120.55 121.65
TATACOFFEE 81.05 81.05 79.30 79.75
IDFC 34.80 35.30 34.45 34.50
SYNDIBANK 27.00 27.45 26.60 27.10
JKLAKSHMI 300.75 300.75 292.15 293.45

OIL 160.50 161.40 158.80 159.25
APLLTD 559.00 560.00 544.00 547.50
BAJAJHLDNG 3713.80 3732.40 3682.80 3703.00
ASTRAL 1087.30 1091.15 1069.00 1071.75
PHOENIXLTD 721.70 736.00 714.00 731.85
TEAMLEASE 2514.00 2597.80 2495.00 2581.15
NETWORK18 23.70 24.30 23.40 23.80
HIMATSEIDE 133.00 133.00 128.30 129.50
TATAINVEST 828.40 830.00 809.30 813.15
EMAMILTD 313.85 317.45 312.60 316.20
JKCEMENT 1151.10 1169.40 1151.10 1164.50
HAL 805.00 814.00 793.00 795.60
TCNSBRANDS 684.50 740.00 684.50 726.90
BLUEDART 2160.00 2191.00 2150.00 2160.60
OBEROIRLTY 511.00 511.00 503.40 507.70
ADVENZYMES 163.35 167.95 163.30 165.00
MRPL 48.25 48.30 47.60 47.70
TIINDIA 450.10 450.15 441.00 443.05
MMTC 17.95 18.25 17.90 18.05
SHK 116.45 118.80 116.25 116.50
3MINDIA 22400.00 22443.95 22340.05 22377.30
DHANUKA 331.10 335.80 323.40 328.95
FINOLEXIND 575.00 576.50 564.75 573.60
MINDAIND 337.00 341.90 336.10 339.70
REDINGTON 118.75 118.75 112.25 113.10
AKZOINDIA 1940.00 1940.00 1910.00 1920.60
SHRIRAMCIT 1351.45 1351.70 1337.00 1346.60
GRINDWELL 602.00 605.50 594.10 600.00
CHOLAHLDNG 477.25 478.35 470.00 476.20
MAGMA 40.50 40.50 38.50 39.35
ALLCARGO 95.70 96.00 94.90 95.15
EIHOTEL 147.50 153.55 146.40 151.05
UCOBANK 13.00 13.55 12.85 12.99
ANDHRABANK 17.30 17.65 17.20 17.40
GEPIL 698.45 707.45 694.70 703.05
NBVENTURES 62.50 64.90 61.70 61.95
GUJALKALI 407.05 419.70 407.05 412.30
DHFL 22.05 22.05 22.05 22.05
GAYAPROJ 96.25 96.25 86.95 87.35
TIMETECHNO 62.50 62.50 60.05 60.35
RELCAPITAL 20.00 20.00 20.00 20.00
BASF 949.30 955.70 945.00 950.05
APARINDS 486.50 486.50 466.35 471.85
MHRIL 217.50 222.00 214.55 220.40
VSTIND 4459.70 4480.00 4412.05 4441.20
IFCI 7.20 7.29 7.13 7.20
THYROCARE 563.00 572.90 561.50 566.90
WABCOINDIA 6200.00 6241.00 6180.25 6202.05
TTKPRESTIG 6028.05 6039.05 5965.25 6021.00
SREINFRA 9.46 9.46 8.73 8.81
GPPL 83.70 84.70 83.70 84.50
UNITEDBNK 8.91 8.91 8.74 8.83
SYMPHONY 1215.50 1219.05 1201.15 1206.35
MINDACORP 97.00 97.75 95.25 95.85
JISLJALEQS 12.05 12.05 12.05 12.05
GICHSGFIN 148.45 149.30 146.40 147.00
CCL 203.75 208.95 203.75 205.45
MAHSEAMLES 381.05 384.80 379.60 382.05
CARBORUNIV 306.15 307.80 305.00 306.15
KPRMILL 668.60 668.60 655.30 659.05
VARROC 446.05 446.05 426.00 438.20
AIAENG 1659.95 1660.00 1638.00 1648.45
ORIENTCEM 74.00 74.50 73.75 74.25
MAHLOG 409.00 409.00 392.40 396.15
JCHAC 1910.00 2048.00 1910.00 2000.90
FINCABLES 361.65 367.00 353.00 357.45
SHILPAMED 277.70 303.50 277.70 285.15
APLAPOLLO 1527.00 1535.00 1492.00 1521.95
MAHSCOOTER 4820.00 4854.00 4820.00 4843.65
REPCOHOME 283.00 288.15 283.00 284.90
VMART 1712.20 1733.00 1700.00 1719.15
ZENSARTECH 186.40 189.00 181.00 188.10
MAHLIFE 394.10 396.80 392.00 394.35
MAXINDIA 76.00 77.10 75.00 75.35
ENDURANCE 1073.25 1074.00 1033.60 1040.25
ORIENTELEC 187.05 189.45 180.20 183.25
PRSMJOHNSN 69.85 70.50 68.40 68.80
GHCL 208.10 208.10 205.75 206.20
INOXWIND 32.70 33.20 32.65 32.95
SUPRAJIT 179.95 180.00 176.05 177.25
SOMANYCERA 180.40 180.40 176.20 177.45
TVSSRICHAK 1750.05 1759.00 1721.55 1721.90
INDOSTAR 189.70 189.70 180.15 181.15
HATHWAY 20.10 20.25 19.95 20.10
SOLARINDS 1020.00 1026.25 1006.60 1020.60
TEJASNET 68.00 70.00 67.45 67.90
IFBIND 734.85 735.00 711.80 712.85
KALPATPOWR 446.00 454.40 446.00 447.95
GET&D 175.00 175.40 172.00 174.05
MAHABANK 11.42 11.60 11.30 11.52
ECLERX 430.05 436.50 430.05 433.80
GULFOILLUB 870.00 881.05 853.60 858.00
SIS 947.45 947.45 926.00 931.75
CERA 2532.90 2532.90 2418.55 2467.75
SFL 1306.45 1320.00 1295.00 1302.25
EVEREADY 53.05 53.90 52.40 52.55
RATNAMANI 970.00 970.00 955.00 960.20
SADBHAV 120.55 121.30 116.30 117.15
DBCORP 141.40 142.50 140.50 141.80
VTL 898.00 907.00 891.00 893.35
IBULISL 73.65 73.65 73.65 73.65
JSWHL 2411.00 2417.50 2365.00 2370.30
MASFIN 721.00 721.00 712.00 712.95
LAOPALA 143.55 144.45 141.00 143.50
TVTODAY 294.55 294.55 292.70 292.85
TRITURBINE 97.90 98.80 97.90 98.40
SHOPERSTOP 358.25 359.05 356.85 358.00
CHALET 348.00 360.00 348.00 359.80
HERITGFOOD 321.00 321.00 319.00 319.70
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 11915.15 11946.20 11867.60 11894.25 -1.20
BHARTIARTL 396.00 420.55 392.10 411.20 18.15
TATASTEEL 396.40 412.60 396.00 411.90 17.40
UPL 530.15 551.45 527.50 550.00 19.70
HINDALCO 188.55 194.85 187.20 194.00 6.25
BPCL 520.00 528.00 517.25 520.50 13.95
SUNPHARMA 418.00 430.00 417.05 424.75 9.70
JSWSTEEL 245.90 251.15 244.80 250.15 5.40
ZEEL 292.95 298.30 287.50 293.75 5.85
GRASIM 750.00 785.90 750.00 768.00 12.85
POWERGRID 187.70 191.00 186.65 190.75 3.10
VEDL 143.00 144.90 142.40 143.75 1.65
INDUSINDBK 1361.40 1379.90 1359.50 1374.50 15.50
AXISBANK 717.80 725.50 712.20 724.10 7.20
ULTRACEMCO 4075.90 4145.30 4070.05 4117.70 40.30
TATAMOTORS 172.10 172.10 169.25 170.20 1.65
SBIN 324.00 329.85 323.75 324.95 3.05
INFY 705.00 710.00 699.30 709.90 6.00
EICHERMOT 21429.00 21580.00 21250.00 21485.00 160.95
HDFC 2222.50 2240.85 2210.00 2239.00 14.95
IOC 132.00 133.20 131.20 132.50 0.80
INFRATEL 226.00 233.75 221.95 228.50 1.35
BAJAJFINSV 9065.50 9126.00 9015.45 9099.50 41.65
NTPC 117.05 117.85 116.80 117.75 0.40
GAIL 123.70 125.25 121.75 124.70 0.40
KOTAKBANK 1626.65 1635.00 1616.55 1627.50 4.75
DRREDDY 2733.00 2759.00 2732.00 2735.65 4.85
TECHM 752.00 758.30 747.50 753.10 1.15
HINDUNILVR 2059.80 2075.35 2038.00 2059.30 1.60
ADANIPORTS 366.30 367.45 364.10 366.50 0.20
TITAN 1160.15 1164.50 1152.80 1158.50 0.05
ITC 251.45 252.25 248.75 250.60 -0.05
HCLTECH 1148.00 1149.70 1138.80 1140.50 -1.80
ICICIBANK 498.75 504.45 496.65 499.00 -0.85
COALINDIA 202.00 202.00 198.25 200.15 -1.00
MARUTI 7150.00 7177.00 7075.00 7105.05 -42.15
RELIANCE 1472.65 1486.00 1455.40 1460.05 -10.80
BAJFINANCE 4199.00 4209.55 4145.15 4151.30 -36.30
CIPLA 463.00 472.00 457.65 458.95 -4.30
WIPRO 252.50 252.50 248.30 250.00 -2.55
LT 1388.00 1393.80 1361.25 1363.35 -14.30
ASIANPAINT 1760.70 1765.45 1734.50 1742.00 -18.70
TCS 2178.40 2187.75 2148.75 2151.00 -23.45
HDFCBANK 1277.00 1279.45 1258.70 1262.65 -15.25
NESTLEIND 14349.90 14349.90 14059.05 14112.05 -183.50
ONGC 135.45 136.10 133.20 133.50 -2.05
HEROMOTOCO2546.00 2552.50 2496.75 2503.80 -39.40
M&M 580.10 582.60 571.80 573.40 -9.65
BRITANNIA 3203.00 3217.15 3126.00 3142.10 -53.45
BAJAJ-AUTO 3225.00 3225.00 3146.75 3152.25 -63.10
YESBANK 69.25 69.25 65.40 65.75 -2.95

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 28262.15 28302.75 28119.45 28140.25 -55.30
IDEA 3.95 4.55 3.90 4.55 0.90
PFC 111.70 119.45 111.00 117.65 6.50
AUROPHARMA 414.75 428.95 412.65 426.50 16.25
ASHOKLEY 80.20 82.60 78.80 82.25 2.75
CADILAHC 236.50 246.80 236.25 241.50 7.00
DLF 211.85 218.45 211.30 216.50 4.75
IBULHSGFIN 205.00 215.70 200.50 207.45 4.15
BANKBARODA 94.90 96.20 94.30 96.00 1.70
SHREECEM 19745.00 20094.00 19577.45 19830.70 298.95
BIOCON 258.55 263.00 257.30 260.60 3.35
HINDZINC 209.90 213.00 207.80 210.40 2.10
GODREJCP 710.65 732.80 705.20 715.30 4.65
PNB 62.25 63.10 61.80 62.25 0.35
NMDC 100.60 101.10 99.00 100.15 0.45
BERGEPAINT 489.75 492.05 483.85 489.50 2.20
LUPIN 742.30 759.20 742.25 745.55 3.30
ACC 1490.00 1509.10 1486.20 1491.20 5.65
MOTHERSUMI 135.25 137.15 132.60 134.85 0.40
OFSS 3051.00 3085.00 3040.00 3063.70 2.45
UBL 1248.00 1255.05 1236.00 1248.10 0.15
BAJAJHLDNG 3720.05 3733.00 3680.85 3720.00 -0.05
NHPC 23.35 23.50 23.25 23.35 0.00
BOSCHLTD 15114.90 15155.00 14933.00 15049.00 0.35
L&TFH 97.95 99.05 96.50 97.60 0.00
AMBUJACEM 202.00 204.15 200.30 200.75 -0.25
BANDHANBNK 564.00 564.20 550.00 558.65 -1.30
HINDPETRO 293.90 296.45 287.10 289.50 -0.70
SRTRANSFIN 1130.00 1136.90 1122.95 1125.30 -2.95
MARICO 357.25 357.25 352.05 355.30 -1.05
SBILIFE 1004.90 1013.00 996.00 999.00 -3.85
CONCOR 577.00 577.85 565.75 567.65 -3.05
PGHH 11160.00 11349.90 11000.00 11097.95 -62.55
ICICIPRULI 522.50 528.95 517.65 519.10 -3.35
INDIGO 1475.00 1486.90 1454.45 1456.20 -9.45
PIDILITIND 1319.45 1322.95 1301.00 1306.85 -9.80
HAVELLS 673.30 677.25 663.05 667.20 -5.65
DIVISLAB 1750.50 1763.45 1720.45 1729.00 -18.70
PEL 1784.90 1788.10 1736.45 1747.00 -19.95
HDFCLIFE 574.95 574.95 567.50 570.30 -7.20
PAGEIND 23055.00 23680.05 23055.00 23450.00 -311.75
SIEMENS 1575.50 1597.70 1545.90 1554.00 -21.80
HDFCAMC 3496.00 3497.00 3435.10 3450.00 -48.50
DABUR 461.70 462.85 452.20 455.10 -6.60
PETRONET 277.50 277.85 272.50 273.10 -4.85
COLPAL 1581.65 1589.80 1535.90 1551.00 -27.90
MCDOWELL-N 622.20 625.65 611.00 611.80 -12.70
ICICIGI 1381.00 1399.75 1345.05 1350.00 -29.65
DMART 1871.00 1871.00 1805.00 1822.95 -47.90
NIACL 158.00 160.90 150.75 150.95 -7.40
GICRE 258.10 260.75 244.55 245.00 -13.25
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Gotabaya Rajapaksa was on
Monday sworn in as Sri

Lanka’s seventh President at an
ancient Buddhist temple, a
venue chosen to reflect the
massive mandate he got from
the Sinhalese majority, as he
vowed to protect all commu-
nities while giving foremost
priority to Buddhism.

The swearing-in ceremony
took place at the Ruwanweli
Seya, a stupa and a hemi-
spherical structure containing
relics and considered sacred to
Buddhists all over the world, in
the ancient north central town
of Anuradhapura, around 200
kms from the national capital
Colombo. Rajapaksa is the first
president to be sworn in out-
side Colombo.

Clad in immaculate white,
Rajapaksa, 70, signed the offi-
cial document in the presence
of Chief Justice Jayantha
Jayasuriya at the auspicious

time of 11:49 am after being
administered the oath by the
president’s secretary Udaya R
Seneviratne.

In a short speech, he
thanked the powerful Buddhist
clergy in the country for back-
ing his presidential bid.

He also thanked the
Sinhala-majority people for
electing him.

“I knew I would win the
presidency with support com-
ing only from the Sinhala
majority. I told the minorities
to join me. I did not receive
their support. But I will make
sure that I will be president for
everyone,” he said.

Rajapaksa said he would
protect all communities while
giving foremost position to
Buddhism.

His selection of the venue,
the Ruwanwelisaya stupa and a
hemispherical structure con-
taining relics, is one of the eight
most prominent Buddhist
shrines and in line with the

massive mandate he won form
the island’s Buddhist majority.

The stupa which is con-
sidered sacred to Buddhists all
over the world was built by
King Dutugemunu in the 140
B.C., who reigned over the
country after defeating Tamil
King Elara.

Rajapaksa was credited for
ending the military campaign
of the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) who ran
a 30-year war to create a sepa-
rate Tamil homeland in the
north and east of the island.

Rajapaksa is the younger
brother of the former President
Mahinda Rajapaksa who was a
special guest at the ceremony.

Later today, he is expected
to appoint Mahinda the new
prime minister.

He was a colonel in the Sri
Lankan Army before leaving it
to migrate to the US in 1992.
He was until then in the bat-
tlefield against the LTTE in the
north. Rajapaksa returned to

Sri Lanka when older brother
Mahinda was named the pres-
idential candidate in 2005.
With his brother’s victory he
was appointed to the powerful
position of Secretary to the
Defense Ministry.

His sharp leadership skills
and incise decision makings
were largely responsible for
ending the LTTE’s armed cam-
paign. In 2006, he survived an
assassination attempt carried
out by the LTTE with minor
injuries.

Rajapaksa is also the first
civil servant to become presi-
dent, only the first sibling of a
president to win presidency, the
first president in the history to
be inducted in office without
even spending a day as a par-
liamentarian.

Analysts said his large
mandate on Saturday with over
1.3 million votes reflected the
public confidence in his strong
leadership and his ability for
precise decision making.

����7��(�F���
� �

�	
����
���
�	���	�'� ��0�����(��#��
�	�
#���

	���
��
�����
�
��
����	
��	�
���
����������
�
��� ��
���	�	�
�<A;�*%��0�����
���
 ��*������	
	
��
��������
�	�(����������&������������������	���
�	�������7��(���������� %� &�

#�� �	
��	���	�	����	������
������
����	�����	)�8��� ��	���
�$	 � %!�!'3!

Sri Lanka faces the prospect
of a snap parliamentary poll

after Gotabaya Rajapaksa took
over as the country’s president
on Monday, sources in the rul-
ing United National Party
(UNP) said. Rajapaksa was
sworn in as the country’s
President at the Ruwanweli
Seya precincts in the ancient
north central town of
Anuradhapura. The outgoing
government’s parliamentary
group is to meet on Monday to
discuss the way forward.

“This would mean opting
for a fresh parliamentary elec-
tion,” a source in the UNP said.

The next parliamentary
poll is scheduled only after
August 2020.

However, after Rajapaksa’s
win in Saturday’s presidential

election, the position of Prime
Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe and his gov-
ernment has become unten-
able, analysts noted.

Constitutionally, a sitting
prime minister cannot be
removed unless he resigns. But
Wickremesinghe is under pres-
sure to quit.

Rajapaksa, 70, of the Sri
Lanka Podujana Peramuna
(SLPP) defeated Sajith
Premadasa, 52, of the UNP by
more than 13 lakh votes.

“As a party which honours
democracy, we will discuss
with parliamentary group, the
Speaker and party leaders
about parliamentary elections,”
a statement from
Wickremesinghe’s office said.

The UNP has been hit by
the unexpected defeat and the
scale of it. Several ministers

offered resignations, includ-
ing the minister of finance
Mangala Samaraweera.

Significantly, the resigna-
tions have come from the main
backers of the candidature of
Premadasa. They defied the
party leadership to run a pub-
lic campaign to force
Wickremesinghe to name
Premadasa as the party candi-
date. “This is meaningless.
They should have come to a
collective decision to resign,”
Lakshman Kiriella, a senior
minister said.

Since his defeat, Premadasa
resigned from his party posi-
tion as deputy leader and has
even hinted he may quit poli-
tics altogether.

Rajapaksa’s political party
sources said that government
has no moral right now to con-
tinue in office after such a loss.

“It is only logical that we
face a new election to appoint
a fresh parliament in line with
the big mandate on Saturday,”
a SLPP spokesman said.

To declare a snap poll,
parliament will have to pass a
resolution with two-third sup-
port. With the UNP now in cri-
sis and the Rajapaksa camp
which is buoyant after presi-
dential election win, a resolu-
tion for dissolution appears a
likelihood, analysts noted.

A snap poll at this stage,
rather than later would
strengthen Rajapaksa’s hold on
power with a clear working
majority, they said.

President Rajapaksa can
dismiss the parliament to order
fresh polls after February next
year which will be ahead of the
scheduled end of term in
August, they said.
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Former Malaysian leader
Najib Razak’s third corrup-

tion trial opened Monday, with
prosecutors saying Najib had
tampered with a government
audit of the 1MDB state
investment fund in a bid to
avoid civil and criminal pro-
ceedings.

Najib, 66, faces multiple
corruption charges linked to
the looting of the 1MDB fund,
a scandal that contributed to
his election defeat last year.

Prosecutor Gopal Sri Ram
said Najib was the “supreme
power” in 1MDB and had
sought to cover up his tracks
when the scandal first broke
out in public in mid-2015. Sri
Ram said his team will show
how Najib had abused his
power to alter or remove mate-

rial information from the
Auditor-General’s report on
1MDB before it was presented
to the Public Accounts
Committee in parliament.

Sri Ram said the meddling
was to cover up the extent of his
role and that of fugitive
Malaysian financier Low Taek
Jho, better known as Jho Low,
in the affairs of the fund. He
described Low as Najib’s “mir-
ror image or alter ego”. “There
were passages in the report that
caused concern to Najib,
though they were true in fact.
He became non-plussed, if not
agitated. He took positive steps
to have these passengers altered
or removed,” Sri Ram said in is
opening remarks.

He said Najib knew “if the
truth emerged, he would be
exposed to civil and criminal
liabilities.” Najib denies any

wrongdoing and accuses
Malaysia’s new government of
seeking political vengeance.
The former leader, whose
father and uncles were the
country’s second and third
prime ministers respectively,
could face years in prison if
convicted. His lawyers say he
was misled by rogue bankers
led by Jho Low, identified by
the United States as the mas-
termind behind the scandal
and wanted in both countries.

Najib is being jointly tried
with Arul Kanda Kandasamy,
1MDB ex-CEO, who is accused
of abetting him. Monday’s trial
opened just days after another
court ordered Najib to enter his
defense in his first corruption
case linked to money entering
his account from a former
1MDB unit.

His ongoing second trial

started in August.
In all, Najib faces 42

charges of criminal breach of
trust, graft, abuse of power and
money laundering in five crim-
inal cases over 1MDB corrup-
tion that led to investigations in
the US and several countries.
His wife and stepson, several
officials from his government,
and the US firm Goldman
Sachs also face charges related
to the scandal. US investigators
say at least USD 4.5 billion was
stolen from 1MDB by Najib’s
associates and laundered
through layers of bank
accounts in the US and other
countries to finance Hollywood
films and buy hotels, a luxury
yacht, art works, jewelry and
other extravagances. More than
USD 700 million from the
fund allegedly landed in Najib’s
bank account.
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China’s military on Monday
defended a brief deploy-

ment of soldiers onto Hong
Kong’s streets, as it warned end-
ing violence was the “most
pressing task” in the city.

Dozens of  soldiers
emerged from their barracks
in Hong Kong on Saturday to
help clean up nearby streets
of debris and barricades
strewn out by pro-democra-
cy protesters.

The brief clean-up opera-
tion came at the end of a week
of particularly intense clashes
between police and protesters
that had caused chaos across
Hong Kong.

“There were some Hong
Kong citizens clearing road-
blocks near the PLA Hong
Kong garrison,” Chinese
defence ministry spokesman
Wu Qian told reporters at a
security event in Bangkok
when asked about the brief
deployment.

“The soldiers from the
PLA Hong Kong garrison
joined these citizens in clearing
these roadblocks and their
efforts were welcomed by Hong
Kong citizens.” Throughout
the crisis, China has repeated-
ly warned that it will not give
in to any of the protesters’

demands, and that it will not
tolerate enduring violence in
the city.

After another weekend of
violence and protesters setting
fire to the entrance of a uni-

versity entrance on Monday
morning to defend themselves
from police, Wu issued anoth-

er warning.
“Ending violence and

restoring order is the most
pressing task we have in Hong
Kong,” Wu said after China’s
defence minister Wei Fenghe
met his US counterpart, Mark
Esper, in Bangkok.

China’s People Liberations’
Army has maintained a garri-
son in Hong Kong since the
former British colony was
returned to China in 1997.

But its troops rarely leave
their barracks. The last time
soldiers were seen on Hong
Kong’s streets was in 2018 to
clean up after a typhoon.

According to Hong Kong’s
Basic Law, troops from main-
land China can operate in the
city if local authorities request
it. Hong Kong authorities may,
“when necessary”, ask the cen-
tral government for assistance
from the garrison “in the main-
tenance of public order and in
disaster relief ”, according to
Article 14.

Article 18 of the Basic Law
allows the central government
to effectively suspend Hong
Kong’s laws if there is a “state
of war” or “turmoil” which
“endangers national security or
unity”. Hong Kong’s govern-
ment said on Saturday that it
did not request the Chinese
troops to clean up the streets.
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Pro-democracy demonstra-
tors holed up in a Hong

Kong university campus set the
main entrance ablaze Monday
to prevent surrounding police
moving in, after officers
warned they may use live
rounds if confronted by dead-
ly weapons.

The police warning, which
came after one officer was
struck by an arrow, marked a
further escalation of the near
six-month crisis engulfing the
city.

China has repeatedly
warned that it will not tolerate
dissent, and there are growing
concerns that Beijing could
intervene directly to end the
spiralling unrest.

Several loud blasts were
heard around dawn on
Monday before a wall of fire lit
up an entrance to the Hong
Kong Polytechnic University
(PolyU), AFP reporters said, as
what appeared to be a police
attempt to enter the campus
was repelled by protesters
determined to hold their
ground.

Police said they had fired
three live rounds in the early
hours of Monday at a protest
site near the university but
that no one appeared to have
been hit.

Intense clashes throughout
Sunday, which saw a police offi-
cer hit in the leg by an arrow
and protesters meet police tear
gas with volleys of petrol
bombs, rolled overnight across
the Kowloon district, as a call
went out to defend the besieged
campus. There, protesters had
hunkered down under umbrel-
las from occasional fire from
police water cannon and hurled
Molotov cocktails at an
armoured vehicle, leaving it
ablaze on a flyover near the
campus.

Police declared the campus
a “riot” scene — rioting is
punishable by up to 10 years in
jail — and blocked exits as
spokesman Louis Lau issued a
stark warning in a Facebook
live broadcast.

“I hereby warn rioters not

to use petrol bombs, arrows,
cars or any deadly weapons to
attack police officers,” he said.

“If they continue such dan-
gerous actions, we would have
no choice but to use the min-
imum force necessary, includ-
ing live rounds, to fire back.” 

Three protesters have been
shot by police in the unrelent-
ing months of protests, but all
in scuffles as chaotic street
clashes played out — and with-
out a sweeping warning being
given by a force that over-
whelmingly depends on tear
gas, water cannon and rubber
bullets.

Fear gripped protesters still
trapped inside the campus —
whose occupation is a twist in
tactics by a leaderless move-
ment so far defined by its
fluid, unpredictable nature.

“I feel scared. There’s no
way out. All I can do is fight to
the end,” one protester joining
the barricade in front of the
university building said early
Monday.

Owen Li, a PolyU council
member and student, said
panic had taken hold of the few
hundred protesters believed to
be holed up.

“Many friends feel help-
less... we appeal to all of soci-
ety to come out and help us.”
Throughout Sunday, activists
parried attempts by police to
break through into the campus,
firing rocks using a home-
made catapult from the uni-
versity roof, while an AFP

reporter saw a team of masked
archers — several carrying
sports bows — patrolling the
site.

Violence has worsened in
recent days, with two men
killed in separate incidents
linked to the protests this
month.

Chinese President Xi
Jinping this week issued his
most strident comments on the
crisis, saying it threatened the
“one country, two systems”
model under which Hong
Kong has been ruled since the
1997 handover from Britain.

Demonstrators last week
engineered a “Blossom
Everywhere” campaign of
blockades and vandalism,
which forced the police to
draft in prison officers as rein-
forcements, shut down large
chunks of Hong Kong’s trans-
port network and closed
schools and shopping malls.

The protests started against
a now-shelved bill to allow
extradition to China but have
billowed to encompass wider
issues such as perceived police
brutality and calls for fully
free elections in the former
British colony.

The financial hub has been
nudged into a recession by the
unrelenting turmoil.

A poster circulating on
social media called for the
“dawn action” to continue on
Monday.

“Squeeze the economy to
increase pressure,” it said. 
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China’s foreign ministry
lashed out at The New

York Times on Monday over its
release of leaked documents
portraying the inner workings
of Beijing’s campaign to detain
more than a million Muslims in
reeducation camps.

Spokesman Geng Shuang
accused the newspaper of
ignoring the true reasons
behind and success of what
China terms a campaign to end
poverty, separatism and reli-
gious extremism. He said the
fact Xinjiang hasn’t suffered a
terrorist attack in three years —
about the length of the time the
internments have been car-
ried out in earnest — demon-

strates the correctness of the
policy.

Geng told reporters at a
daily briefing that the article is
a “clumsy patchwork” based on
“selected interpretation” of the
documents.

“It is hyping up these so-
called internal documents to
smear China’s efforts in
Xinjiang. What is the agenda?”
he said.

Geng said China would
continue “to do a good job” in
implementing policies in
Xinjiang aimed at expanding
development and prosperity.

“Xinjiang’s continuing
prosperity, stability, ethnic
unity and social harmony are
the strongest refutation to the
allegations by certain media

and individuals,” he said.
Geng did not question the

validity of the documents,
which detail among other
things the pivotal role played by
President and Communist
Party leader Xi Jinping in
demanding a harsh crackdown
in Xinjiang.

Xi is quoted as warning
that economic development
alone will not extinguish
demands for independence
among Xinjiang’s Uighurs and
other Muslim groups, who are
linguistically, culturally and
religiously distinct from China’s
majority Han people and make
up about half of the vast,
resource-rich region’s popula-
tion of 25 million.

Xi is also quoted as endors-

ing a more forceful indoctri-
nation campaign among
Muslims, seen as leading to the
establishment of the sprawling
network of camps.

“There must be effective
educational remolding and
transformation of criminals,” he
told officials in heavily Uighur
south Xinjiang during a 2014
trip.

“And even after these peo-
ple are released, their education
and transformation must con-
tinue.” China first denied the
existence of the camps, then
described them as de-radical-
ization centers aimed at pro-
viding job training to raise liv-
ing standards and make
Muslims less susceptible to
religious extremism and sepa-

ratism.
Those released from the

camps describe them as virtu-
al prisons where conditions are
difficult and punishments
harsh. They say they are forced
to renounce Islam and Uighur
culture as backward and swear
loyalty to Xi and the
Communist Party in what
some call a campaign of cul-
tural genocide.

The camp network is the
lynchpin of a systematic
attack on Muslim culture that
has seen families torn apart
and forced to host party
workers in their homes to spy
on them, mosques demol-
ished and young Muslims
forced to return from study-
ing abroad. 
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Labour Party leaders are
meeting Saturday to ham-

mer out the details of their plat-
form for next month’s UK elec-
tion amid tensions over immi-
gration, which has been central
to the debate over Britain’s
withdrawal from the European
Union.

Party leader Jeremy
Corbyn refused to answer
questions about the issue as he
arrived for the meeting in cen-
tral London, saying only that
the final policy statement
would be “transformative to the
lives of people all over this
country.”

Party officials in September
backed a radical policy of
expanding the rights of people
to live and work in the UK,
including granting all residents
the right to vote. But some
Labour members suggest
putting such language in the
party’s election manifesto
would be politically damaging
because many people voted
for Brexit because they were
uneasy about uncontrolled

immigration from the EU.
“I think the public voted

for change in the way the
immigration arrangements
work with Europe,” Greater
Manchester Mayor Andy
Burnham told Sky News on
Saturday.

“To deny that, I think,
would be to deny what many
people were saying when they
went to vote in 2016, and that's
just, in my view, a fact. It
doesn’t help politicians, it does-
n’t help Parliament, if they
look like they’re kind of
cocooned away from that pub-
lic view.”

As a European Union
member, the UK is required to
permit the free movement of
labor within the bloc, meaning
all citizens of other EU coun-
tries have the right to live and
work in the country. The same
rights apply for British citizens
to live and work elsewhere in
the EU.

Immigration has been a
central issue in the debate over
EU membership. While Brexit
supporters argue that Britain
needs to regain control of its

borders to protect jobs and
communities, supporters of
continued ties with Europe
contend that immigrants are
essential to the country’s eco-
nomic health and vitality.

It isn’t clear exactly when
Labour will release its mani-

festo, with party leaders trying
to control the release of any
details until they are formally
unveiled.

Meanwhile, London’s
Metropolitan Police Service
said Saturday that it is investi-
gating “two allegations of elec-

toral fraud and malpractice.”
The investigation follows a

request from a senior Labour
Party figure, Charlie Falconer,
who asked authorities to look
into allegations that Brexit
Party candidates were offered
jobs or peerages if they would

agree not to run against mem-
bers of the governing
Conservative Party in the elec-
tion on Dec. 12.

Brexit Party candidate
Ann Widdecombe told the
BBC she had been offered a
role in the next stage of Brexit
negotiations if she would step
aside. Party leader Nigel
Farage alleges that people
working for Prime Minister
Boris Johnson told senior
party members they could be
made peers if they persuaded
him to withdraw more of his
candidates.

The Brexit Party’s perfor-
mance in the election could be
pivotal to the result because the
Brexit debate cuts across tra-
ditional party lines. By running
against Conservative candi-
dates, the Brexit Party risks
splitting the pro-Brexit vote and
helping candidates that want
Britain to remain in the EU.

That could potentially deny
the Conservatives a majority in
the House of Commons, ham-
pering Johnson’s effort to push
his withdrawal deal through
Parliament.
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Pope Francis, who years ago
hoped to be a missionary in

Japan, travels to the sites of the
world’s only atomic attacks
this week seeking a ban on
nuclear weapons.

The Argentine pontiff, 82,
flies to Asia on Tuesday, where
he will first visit Thailand and
then Japan, including the two
cities destroyed by devastating
US nuclear attacks during the
Second World War.

Despite both countries
having less than 0.6 percent
Catholic populations, Francis is
thirsty for interreligious dia-
logue with them.

He will arrive in Thailand
on Wednesday before flying on
to Japan on Saturday, where he
will stay until November 26.

Sunday is set to be a
marathon day with visits to
Nagasaki and Hiroshima,
where at least 74,000 people
and 140,000 people respec-
tively were killed by the atom-
ic bombs attacks.

The August 6, 1945 bomb-
ing of Hiroshima and of
Nagasaki three days later con-
tributed to Japan’s surrender
and the end of the Second
World War on August 15,
months after Nazi Germany
capitulated.

Father Yoshio Kajiyama,
director of the Jesuit social cen-
tre in Tokyo, was born in
Hiroshima shortly after the
war and is eagerly awaiting the
pope’s anti-nuclear speech.

“My grandfather died the
day of the bomb in Hiroshima,
I never knew him. Four days
later my aunt died when she
was 15 years old,” said the 64-
year-old. “If you grow up in
Hiroshima, you can’t forget
the bomb.”  The pope will
make “as vigorous an appeal as
possible in favour of concert-
ed measures to completely

eliminate nuclear weapons,”
Vatican number two Cardinal
Pietro Parolin told the United
Nations in September.

“Using atomic energy to
wage war is immoral,” the head
of the world’s 1.3 billion
Catholics told Japanese televi-
sion in September.

A previous member of
Japan’s diplomatic mission to
the Vatican, Shigeru Tokuyasu,
said he hopes the visit will pull
the world back from “the glob-
alisation of indifference” over
nuclear weapons.

But, said Tokuyasu, the
pope should avoid discussing
the politically sensitive issue of
nuclear energy.

Francis is als to meet vic-
tims of the devastating 2011
earthquake that struck north-
eastern Japan and the subse-
quent tsunami that between
them killed 18,500 people and
sparked the nuclear power cat-
astrophe at Fukushima.

Francis is used to railing
against countries that make
money from weapons and has
already voiced his fear of a
nuclear war.

In January last year, he
printed cards with a photo of
a Nagasaki bomb victim,
inscribing the words “the fruit
of war” above his signature.

The 1945 photo, captured
by American photographer Joe
O’Donnell, showed a small
boy standing ramrod straight
carrying his dead younger
brother on his back while wait-
ing for his turn at a cremation
site. The late pope John Paul II
visited Japan in 1981, where at
Hiroshima’s peace monument
he pointed to war as “the work
of man”. In August, the city of
Hiroshima called on Japan to
sign the UN treaty calling for
a ban on nuclear weapons,
something that all the world’s
nuclear powers have refused to
do.
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North Korea on Monday
responded to a tweet by US

President Donald Trump that
hinted at another summit with
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un, saying it has no interest in
giving Trump further meetings
to brag about unless it gets
something substantial in return.

The statement by Foreign
Ministry adviser Kim Kye Gwan
is the latest call by North Korea
for US concessions ahead of an
end-of-year deadline set by Kim
Jong Un for the Trump admin-
istration to offer mutually
acceptable terms for a deal to sal-
vage nuclear diplomacy.

Following a US decision
over the weekend to call off joint
military exercises with South
Korea to create space for diplo-
macy with the North, Trump in
a tweet urged Kim Jong Un to
“act quickly, get the deal done”
and hinted at another summit
between them, saying “See you
soon!”

But Kim Kye Gwan reiter-
ated his government’s stance
that Washington must discard
what North Korea sees as “hos-
tile” policies to keep the negoti-
ations alive.

“Three rounds of DPRK-
U.S. summit meetings and talks
were held since June last year,
but no particular improvement

has been achieved in the DPRK-
U.S. relations ... the US only
seeks to earn time, pretending it
has made progress in settling the
issue of the Korean Peninsula,”
he said in a statement carried by
the official Korean Central News
Agency, referring to North
Korea by the initials of its formal
name, the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea.

“We are no longer interest-
ed in such talks that bring noth-
ing to us. As we have got noth-
ing in return, we will no longer
gift the US president with some-
thing he can boast of, but get
compensation for the successes
that President Trump is proud
of as his administrative achieve-
ments.”

Kim Kye Gwan is a veteran
diplomat who led the North
Korean delegation at much of
the now-dormant six-nation
nuclear disarmament talks held
in Beijing in 2003-2008.

His statement came hours
after KCNA reported that Kim
Jong Un supervised a parachut-
ing drill by military sharp-
shooters and vowed to build an
“invincible army,” displaying
more defiance despite the deci-
sion by the U.S. and South
Korea to shelve their drills.

It was North Korea’s second
publicized military drill in three
days. A report Saturday said Kim
urged combat pilots to prepare

against enemies “armed to the
teeth” while attending a flight
demonstration.

North Korea has been
ramping up missile tests and
other military demonstrations in
recent months in an apparent
pressure tactic over the talks.

Negotiations have faltered
since a February summit
between Kim and Trump in
Vietnam which broke down
after the US rejected North
Korean demands for broad sanc-
tions relief in exchange for a par-
tial surrender of its nuclear
capabilities.

Kim later issued his end-of-
year deadline and has also said
the North would seek a “new
path” if the United States persists
with sanctions and pressure.

Working-level talks last
month in Sweden broke down
over what the North Koreans
described as the Americans’
“old stance and attitude.”

North Korea last week said
the United States has proposed
a resumption of negotiations in
December. Kim Myong Gil,
who was the North’s main nego-
tiator for the Stockholm talks,
didn’t clearly say whether the
North would accept the sup-
posed U.S. offer and said the
country has no interest in talks
if they are aimed at buying
time without discussing solu-
tions.

#��������	�����	�������
����	��	���	����	��	�����
�/��� '	�"$

Candidates loyal  to
Belarus’s authoritarian

President Alexander
Lukashenko have swept to
victory in parliamentary elec-
tions, results showed Monday,
with the opposition failing to
take a single seat.

Crit ics had already
denounced Sunday’s vote as a
fraud and said it was rife with
violations,  despite
Lukashenko’s recent efforts
to reach out to the West.

Official results released
Monday showed parties loyal
to Lukashenko taking all 110
seats in the House of
Representatives, the lower
chamber of a parliament
dubbed a rubber stamp by
critics. The opposition had
previously held two seats in
the chamber.

The 65-year-old
Lukashenko— who has been
dubbed “Europe’s last dicta-
tor” — has ruled the ex-Soviet
nation since 1994 and over-
seen a series of elections that
international observers have
deemed unfair.

The country is set to hold
a presidential election next
year and as he cast his ballot
on Sunday Lukashenko con-
firmed he would again be a
candidate.

He said he understood
that Western countries would
be watching the parliamentary
vote but that it  was
Belarusians who would have
the last word.

“We hold this vote in our
country for our people, to
make things better, and we
hold it in the way we under-
stand.” Those critical of
Lukashenko faced little choice
at the ballot box, with the
main opposition leaders and
the only two current opposi-
tion MPs barred from stand-
ing. An election monitoring
campaign organised by oppo-
sition parties reported multi-
ple violations on voting day,
including officials inflating
voter numbers. Rights activists
monitoring the vote com-
plained obser vers were
thrown out, banned from tak-
ing photographs and had their
view blocked.

According to the author-
ities, more than 35 per cent of
the 6.8 million electorate
voted ahead of polling day.
Turnout reached 77 per cent,
according to the official
results.

In recent months
Lukashenko has been making
renewed attempts to reach
out to Western nations, which
have been critical of his record
on human rights and democ-

racy. He made a rare visit to
western Europe this month,
meeting Austrian leaders in
Vienna and saying he wanted
the European Union to be “an
important political and busi-
ness partner” for his country.

He also hosted then White
House national security advi-
sor John Bolton for rare talks
in Minsk in August, saying a
“new chapter” was opening in
ties with Washington.

Lukashenko is seeking a
counterweight in relations
with giant neighbour Russia,
which is keen to ensure
Belarus remains in its sphere
of influence.

The countries have
formed a nominal “union”,
with close trade and military
cooperation, but Lukashenko
has opposed outright unifica-
tion. EU spokeswoman Maja
Kocijancic has said the bloc
was watching Sunday’s elec-
tion closely. But there was lit-
tle optimism among foreign
observers for a more democ-
ratic vote.

People did not expect
polls to be “genuinely com-
petitive” and “had little con-
fidence in the process”, the
Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe, an
international election and war
monitor, said in a preliminary
report.
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Democratic House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi invited

President Donald Trump to
testify in front of investigators
in the House impeachment
inquiry ahead of a week that
will see several key witnesses
appear publicly.

Pushing back against accu-
sations from the president that
the process has been stacked
against him, Pelosi said Trump
is welcome to appear or answer
questions in writing, if he
chooses.

“If he has information that
is exculpatory, that means ex,
taking away, culpable, blame,
then we look forward to seeing
it,” she said in an interview that
aired Sunday on CBS’s “Face
the Nation.” 

Trump “could come right

before the committee and talk,
speak all the truth that he
wants if he wants,” she said.

Senate Democratic leader
Chuck Schumer echoed that
suggestion.

“If Donald Trump doesn’t
agree with what he’s hearing,
doesn’t like what he’s hearing,
he shouldn’t tweet. He should
come to the committee and tes-
tify under oath. And he should
allow all those around him to
come to the committee and tes-
tify under oath,” Schumer told
reporters. 

He said the White House’s
insistence on blocking wit-
nesses from cooperating begs
the question: “What is he hid-
ing?” The comments come as
the House Intelligence
Committee prepares for a sec-
ond week of public hearings as
part of its inquiry, including

with the man who is arguably
the most important witness. 

Gordon Sondland, Trump’s
ambassador to the European
Union, is among the only peo-
ple interviewed to date who
had direct conversations with
the president about the situa-
tion because the White House
has blocked others from coop-
erating with what they dismiss
as a sham investigation. And
testimony suggests he was inti-
mately involved in discussions
that are at the heart of the
investigation into whether
Trump held up US military aid
to Ukraine to try to pressure
the county’s president to
announce an investigation into
Democrats, including former
Vice President Joe Biden, a
leading 2020 candidate, and his
son, Hunter.

Multiple witnesses over-

heard a phone call in which
Trump and Sondland report-
edly discussed efforts to push
for the investigations. In private
testimony to impeachment
investigators made public
Saturday, Tim Morrison, a for-
mer National Security Council
aide and longtime Republican
defense hawk, said Sondland
told him he was discussing
Ukraine matters directly with
Trump.

Morrison said Sondland
and Trump had spoken
approximately five times
between July 15 and Sept. 11 —
the weeks that $391 million in
U.S. assistance was withheld
from Ukraine before it was
released.

And he recounted that
Sondland told a top Ukrainian
official in a meeting that the
vital US military assistance

might be freed up if the coun-
try’s top prosecutor “would go
to the mike and announce that
he was opening the Burisma
investigation.” Burisma is the
gas company that hired Hunter
Biden.

Morrison’s testimony con-
tradicted much of what
Sondland told congressional
investigators during his own
closed-door deposition, which
the ambassador later amended.

Trump has said he has no
recollection of the overheard
call and has suggested he bare-
ly knew Sondland, a wealthy
donor to his 2016 campaign. 
But Democrats are hoping he
sheds new light on the discus-
sions.

“I’m not going to try to pre-
judge his testimony,” Rep. Jim
Himes, D-Conn., said on “Fox
News Sunday.” But he suggest-

ed, “it was not lost on
Ambassador Sondland what
happened to the president’s
close associate Roger Stone for
lying to Congress, to Michael
Cohen for lying to Congress.
My guess is that Ambassador
Sondland is going to do his
level best to tell the truth,
because otherwise he may have
a very unpleasant legal future
in front of him.” 

The committee will also
be interviewing a long list of
others. On Tuesday, they’ll
hear from Morrison along
with Jennifer Williams, an
aide to Vice President Mike
Pence, Alexander Vindman,
the director for European
affairs at the National Security
Council, and Kurt Volker, the
former US special envoy to
Ukraine.

On Wednesday the com-

mittee will hear from Sondland
in addition to Laura Cooper, a
deputy assistant secretary of
defense, and David Hale, a
State Department official. And
on Thursday, Fiona Hill, a for-
mer top NSC staffer for Europe
and Russia, will appear.

Trump, meanwhile, con-
tinued to tweet and retweet a
steady stream of commentary
from supporters as he bashed
“The Crazed, Do Nothing
Democrats” for “turning
Impeachment into a routine
partisan weapon.” “That is very
bad for our Country, and not
what the Founders had in
mind!!!!” he wrote.

He also tweeted a doc-
tored video exchange between
Rep. Adam Schiff, the
Democratic chairman of the
Intelligence Committee, and
Republican Rep. Jim Jordan, in

which Schiff said he did not
know the identity of the
whistleblower whose complaint
triggered the inquiry. 

The clip has been altered to
show Schiff wearing a referee’s
uniform and loudly blowing a
whistle.

In her CBS interview,
Pelosi vowed to protect the
whistleblower, whom Trump
has said should be forced to
come forward despite long-
standing whistleblower pro-
tections.

“I will make sure he does
not intimidate the whistle-
blower,” Pelosi said.

Trump has been under fire
for his treatment of one of the
witnesses, the former ambas-
sador to Ukraine, Marie
Yovanovitch, whom Trump
criticized by tweet as she was
testifying last week.
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Pakistan on Monday con-
ducted a successful test

launch of a surface-to-surface
ballistic missile capable of
delivering all types of war-
heads up to 650 kilometres, the
military announced. 

According to a press release
issued by the media wing of
Pakistani military, the launch of
Shaheen-I missile was held as
part of a training exercise
“aimed at testing the opera-
tional readiness of Army
Strategic Forces Command”.

The Shaheen-1 missile is
capable of delivering all types
of warheads up to range of 650
KMs, the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) tweeted.

“The launch was aimed at
testing operational readiness of
Army Strategic Forces
Command (ASFC) ensuring
Pakistan’s credible minimum
deterrence,” it said.

The Pakistani missile test
came days after India con-

ducted the first night trial of
‘Agni-II’, its versatile surface-to-
surface medium range nuclear-
capable missile. 

The ‘Agni-II’ missile has a
strike range of 2,000 km and
is an intermediate range bal-
listic missile. It has already
been inducted into the armed
forces.

The Pakistani missile test
took place amid bilateral ten-
sions between India and
Pakistan after New Delhi abro-
gated the provisions of Article
370 of the Constitution to
revoke Jammu and Kashmir’s
special status and bifurcated it
into two union territories.

Pakistan reacted strongly to
India’s decision and down-
graded bilateral ties and
expelled the Indian envoy.

India has categorically told
the international community
that the scrapping of Article
370 was an internal matter. It
has also advised Pakistan to
accept the reality and stop all
anti-India propaganda.
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India sent  more than
202,000 students to the US

in 2018-19, the second largest
after China which for the
tenth consecut ive  year
remained the largest source of
foreign students in America,
according to a report released
on Monday.

The ‘2019 Open Doors
Report on International
Educational Exchange’ said
the number of foreign stu-
dents in the US set an all-
time high in the 2018/19
academic year, the fourth
consecutive year with more
than one million interna-
tional students.

The data from the US
Department of Commerce

stated that international stu-
dents contributed USD 44.7
billion to the US economy in
2018, an increase of 5.5 per
cent from the previous year.

For the tenth consecutive
year, China has remained the
largest source of internation-
al students in the US in 2018-
19 with 369,548 students and
India with 202,014 students
sends second largest number
of foreign students to the
United States, the report said.

The total number of
international students was
1,095,299, a 0.05 per cent
increase over last year, it
said, adding that interna-
tional students make up 5.5
per cent of the total US high-
er education population.

Students from India and

China account for more than
50 per cent of international
students, said the report that
was released by Institute of
International Education (IIE)
and US Department of State’s
Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs.

“We are happy to see the
continued growth in the
number of international stu-
dents in the United States and
US students studying abroad,”
said Marie Royce, Assistant
Secretar y of  State  for
Educational and Cultural
Affairs.

“Promoting international
student mobility remains a
top priority for the Bureau of
Educational and Cultural
Affairs and we want even
more students in the future to

see the United States as the
best destination to earn their
degrees,” she said.

According to the report,
China remained the largest
source of international stu-
dents in the United States in
2018/19 with 369,548 stu-
dents in undergraduate, grad-
uate, non-degree, and option-
al practical training (OPT)
programs, a 1.7 per cent
increase from 2017/18.

India (202,014, +2.9 per
cent), South Korea (52,250),
Saudi Arabia (37,080), and
Canada (26,122, +0.8 per
cent) round out the top five,
the report said.

Emerging market coun-
tries showed some of the
strongest growth year over
year, especially Bangladesh

(+10.0 per cent), Brazil (+9.8
per cent), Nigeria (+5.8 per
cent), and Pakistan (+5.6 per
cent), the report said.

As many as 51.6 per
cent of international students
in the US pursued STEM
fields in 2018/19 and the
number of international stu-
dents in Math and Computer
Science programs grew by 9.4
per cent, surpassing Business
and Management to become
the second largest field of
study for international stu-
dents, it said.

Engineering remained
the largest academic field for
international students in
2018/19, with 21.1 per cent of
all international students.

The number of students
enrolling for the first time at

a US institution in 2018/19
declined by 0.9 per cent,
recovering from sharper
declines the year before, it
said.

According to the report,
in the 2017/18 academic year,
341,751 US students partici-
pated in study abroad pro-
grammes for academic cred-
it, a 2.7 per cent increase over
the previous year.

European countries
remain the most popular des-
tinations for US study abroad
students with 54.9 per cent of
study abroad students going
to Europe in 2017/18.

The United Kingdom,
Italy, Spain, France, and
Germany hosted the most
US study abroad students, it
said.
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People have been surfacing floors
and walls in tile for hundreds of

years. It’s one of our oldest mate-
rials but the industry keeps rein-
venting the product. Digital print-
ing and fabricating advances can
now realistically replicate wood,
metal, textile, leather, brick and
paper in a sustainably made,
durable tile form.

“Tile companies have made
great strides in suspending my dis-
belief that these aren’t actual stone
or other real materials,” says New
York-based designer Daniel
VanHall. “A lot of the really imag-
inative designs are like theatre in
tile form. It’s pretty exciting.”

'�$��	����'�$ �5��
The blending of materials on a

single tile makes for interesting
floor layouts. Today’s iterations of
wood-look tile are almost indistin-
guishable from the real deal, since
realistic hues and textures can be
printed onto slab, plank or square
tiles.

The tech is also being used to
marry disparate materials into cool
new versions: pieces of wood paired
with slivers of metal, say, or wood
embedded in stone. The juxtapo-
sitions are intriguing and easier
both to install and walk on than if
real wood, real metal and concrete
were fused together. Sant-
Agostino’s Timewood has a geo-
metric pattern of wood-look strips
in a cement-look matrix; Provenza’s
Alter takes the look of shards and
panels of reclaimed oak and blends
it seamlessly with a ceramic base to
create a kicky, midcentury modern
design.

Antique silks were the inspira-
tion for Florim’s Filati di Rex col-
lection, comprised of floral,
jacquard, baroque and geometric
patterns drawn from the renowned
Italian fabric house Rubelli. Tile
designers are also using antique
rugs and tapestries as inspiration.
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Nancy Epstein of Artistic Tile

sees a resurgence in age-old tech-
niques like encaustic tile, where the

pattern is made with pigmented
cement rather than painted on.

“We’re finding that people are
much more open to colour and pat-
tern than they’ve been for years,”
she says.

This year, at both Cersaie,
Italy’s international tile fair held in
Bologna, and Cevisama, Spain’s
version held in Valencia, there
were nostalgic nods to both coun-
tries’ renowned ceramic history.
Matte-finish tiles were printed
with motifs referencing centuries-
old intarsia and majolica patterns,
and designers liked the idea of
using them in contemporary
spaces.

Cle Tile, based in San Rafael,
California, has several artists’ col-
lections of handmade encaustic tile,
ranging from modern takes on Old
West patterns, to midcentury
graphics. Erica Tanov has translat-
ed some of her vintage textile
archive into cool cement tile

designs, in on-trend hues of cream,
charcoal, federal blue and soft
pink. Los Angeles-based graphic
designer Joy Cho has created a
playful collection inspired by bub-
bles, streamers and confetti.

(!�%�(!$�
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Katie Michael-Battaglia, design

director for Nemo Tile and Stone in
New York, says another trend builds
on a kind of pattern that’s been
growing for the past few seasons:
flower, leaf and tree motifs.

“What’s interesting now is to see
the explosion of botanicals, typical-
ly seen on fabrics and wallpapers,
but now moved to porcelain tile,” he
says.

And again, the wow factor is
how accurately new printing tech-
niques can reproduce leaves, grass
or even pebbles. With some of the
exceptional versions, like
Casalgrande’s Padana Limpha ivy-
look tile slabs, there’s an almost 3-

D effect of a ``living wall.’’ The
Casalgrande tiles are even treated so
when they’re exposed to sunlight, air
pollutants and dirt don’t adhere as
readily, making them easier to
clean.

But the hand of the artisan can
also be appealing. At Artistic Tile,
Michael Aram’s Orchid collection
features carefully crafted 3-D flow-
ers on a black or white background;
a panel of the tiles would make strik-
ing wall art. And at Tilebar, there are
copper-glazed tiles that look like
embossed or braided leather.

Michael-Battaglia mentions one
other major tile trend, which is also
capitalizing on fabricating advance-
ments. “Designs are pushing the
boundaries on imitating natural
stone,’’ he says. ̀ `Terrazzo is a great
example of this; companies are
playing with scale and color with
almost cartoonish liberties.
Manufacturers have started elevat-
ing designs to mimic exotic stone
like onyx and gemstones. They’ve
moved away from just the imitation
of classic stone — marbles, lime-
stones and quartzes — and are cre-
ating their own mashups, a stone
you don’t see in nature.”

Giant slabs of onyx-look tile are
cladding bathrooms from floor to
ceiling, including vanities and tub
aprons. Companies are offering
marble-look tile in unexpected hues
like magenta and green, or with
veining in gold or copper. And there
are imaginative takes on terrazzo
with pink, blue or green back-
grounds and exploded, oversize
patterns.

As VanHall says, “I can do a
whole room in porcelain tile, yet it
can all look different.”

D&�

Bollywood veteran Rishi
Kapoor is upset because

he feels the government
does not treat the artistes’
community well. He feels
artistes are not honoured
enough in India, the way it
happens abroad.

“I really am upset when
I think about how our gov-
ernment treats our artistes.
We are the nation that is
known worldwide for cine-
ma, music and culture. But
look at how our icons are
treated. Does the govern-
ment recognise our icons as
much as other nations? All
the new roads, flyovers, air-
ports are so far named after
politicians. Why not name
these after artistes?” Rishi
said. He added, “We have
icons like Pandit Ravi
Shankar, Ustad Allah
Rakha, Lata
(Mangeshkar) ji. I am
not saying this
because they are my
family but can you
overlook the
contribution of
Raj Kapoor and
P r i t h v i r a j
Kapoor in the
business of
e nt e r t a i n -
ment? They
are celebrat-
ed world-
wide but
not in my
c o u n t r y .
Why so?”

Kapoor,
who came
back from the
US after a year,
observed how
artistes are getting
recognition abroad
and the young gen-
eration is well
versed with their
cultural history.

“In the US,
there are
places named
after Elvis
Presley, Michael Jackson
and many more artistes
and young generation is

well aware of their contribu-
tion. Here, everything is
named after politicians. We
have achievers like astro-
naut Kalpana Chawla. She is
an inspiration for many
youngsters. How well versed
are our kids about her?
Politicians are only chang-
ing names with an agenda.
Our artists are not hon-
oured enough in their life-
time,” said the actor, who
has received several awards
including the National
Award as Best Child Actor
for his debut role in Mera
Naam Joker (1970). He was
also conferred an award by
the Union Ministry of
Culture of the Russian
Federation for his contribu-
tion to the Hindi film
industry.

“Unless we make
these names popular
and put them on pub-
lic places like airport,
roads, school, colleges,

how will the next
g e n e r a t i o n

understand
the contri-
bution of
these icons
in their
respective
f i l e d ? ”
q u e s -
t i o n e d
the icon
who is

known for
roles in

fi lms like
Bobby, Karz,

Kapoor &
Sons, 102 Not

Out, and Mulk to
name a few.

Currently, he
is gearing up for
his forthcoming
film The Body,
directed by Jeethu
Joseph and co-star-
ring Emraan
Hashmi and

Vedhika. The film
releases on December

13.
D"&��

What makes one a true
gentleman? Do the
likes of a certain Mr

Darcy or Rhett Butler come to
your mind? Or is it the more
contemporary take by actor
Ayushmann Khurrana who
points out the gender stereotypes
that men are bogged down by
even today? In the latest ad by
the grooming brand, The Man
Company, the actor makes the
point that in recent times, being
called a ‘gentleman’ has less to do
with the last name or profession
and more with the mindset and
attitude. The narration of the
video goes on like... Mard ka ek
stereotype hai. Woh ghar cha-
layega, woh ladki ko bi
bachayega, woh royega nahi,
weak nahi hoga... Lekin jisko dard
hota hai asal mein vahi mard
hota hai (Man has been stereo-
typed with cliches like he runs
the house, saves the girl, doesn’t
cry or fall weak... But the one
who feels the pain is the actual
man.) He then breaks this mould
through his own life and aspira-
tions by saying that he wanted to
be a man who is true, one who
could sing and cry and if he
could, save someone too. He
mentions that a man can like
anything from the colour pink to
the rock band Pink Floyd. The ad
breaks the age-old notions about
masculinity in a patriarchal soci-
ety and conveys a message that
being ‘soft’ doesn’t necessarily
stand in contradiction to mas-
culinity rather strengthens it. He
believes that men and women are
different but that should not
form the basis of differentiating
between the two.

Advertisements in India have
increasingly become focussed
on gender roles, family hierarchy
and traditional marriage prac-
tices now. International Men’s
Day is a good occasion to analyse
how ads are evolving with time
and normalising men breaking
gender stereotypes now.

The Ariel ad made one ques-
tion the assumption that house-
hold chores are a woman’s
domain. It opened with an older
man sitting and observing his
daughter performing all the
household tasks along with a call
from work while her husband
sits and watches the television,
asking her to prepare his evening
tea. Her father’s off-screen voice
reads a ‘Dear Daughter’ letter in
Hindi as he is stunned to see the
pressure his ‘girl’ is facing. He
admits later that he is sorry for
having provided her with a
wrong role model. It simply
talks about how we are condi-
tioned into believing that some
chores are only for women, while

others are confined to men.
Remember the Airtel ad

where a strict and stern female
boss ordered two male colleagues
to get an assignment done, with
one of them protesting its feasi-
bility? The boss still demands
that they should manage. Later,
in the evening, only one man is
seen working over-time. He
receives a call from his wife (who
also happens to be his boss) ask-
ing what he wants to have for
dinner and requesting him to
come early. The ad clearly por-
trays the strong female boss at
work, on one hand, and a caring
wife on the other. The roles
have been reversed and yet the
man seems to be comfortable
with it. No display of affronted

male egos here.
Next comes the Havell’s

#HawaBadlegi advertisement
where a couple goes to a marriage

registrar’s office. The husband
chooses to take the wife’s last
name, making the official do a
double take. A brilliant yet anoth-

er simple take to shatter the
ceilings. The campaign portrays
how men are changing their atti-
tude towards the women in their
lives.

A commercial of Biba too
normalises how men could be on
the other side of the so-called
gender divide. The ad showcases
the father of a girl who demands
that the boy should also learn to
cook for his wife to take care of
his daughter in the future. He
asks, ‘Beta, khaana bana lete ho?’
(Can you cook?), presenting a sit-
uation, where usually the oppo-
site happens. The boy responds by
inviting his in-laws to come over
for dinner for 10 days. It projects
the man who is more accommo-
dating and not helmed in by
watertight ideas of gender roles

while making the arranged mar-
riage set-up fair to both genders.

With more marketers and
advertisers understanding the
importance of gender equality
today, brands are understanding
the responsibility that they have
towards the public in how they
choose to market their products.
It works for the cash registers as
well as 65 per cent of youth, who
are more likely to purchase prod-
ucts on how they perceive the
brand, as per Vice Media. A
Nielsen report also shows that 65
per cent of total sales of consumer
goods measured globally are gen-
erated by “brands whose market-
ing conveyed commitment to
social or environmental value.”
Cheers to a more progressive
advertising!
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Cristiano Ronaldo scored his
99th international goal as

reigning champions Portugal
secured their place at the Euro
2020 finals with a 2-0 victory away
to Luxembourg, while France
ended their qualifying campaign
with victory.

Bruno Fernandes struck the
opening goal on 39 minutes on
Sunday before Ronaldo tapped in
a scrappy second late on to clinch
second place in Group B behind
winners Ukraine, who drew 2-2 in
Serbia.

Iranian striker Ali Daei holds
the world record with 109 interna-
tional goals scored in 149 appear-
ances between 1993 and 2006.

“All records must be broken
and I will beat that record,” said
Ronaldo.

Portugal became the 17th
nation to qualify for next year’s
multi-host tournament, which
kicks off in Rome on June 12, join-
ing the likes of world champions
France, Spain, Italy and England.

“We can’t give the match high
marks for style,” said Portugal
coach Fernando Santos, who
admitted the heavy pitch made life
challenging for his team.

“I’m very happy for my
players because the qualifying
campaign has been more dif-
ficult than we expected.

“We’re through to the finals of
a major tournament for an 11th
straight time. You’ve got to believe
in these players.”

Portugal knew they would
book their place at Euro 2020 with
a win or by matching Serbia’s result
from their game in Belgrade.

But they were made to work
hard by a Luxembourg team
ranked 96th in the world that
notably held France to a 0-0 draw
in 2018 World Cup qualifying.

Sporting Lisbon midfielder
Fernandes broke the deadlock
before half-time, controlling
Bernardo Silva’s pinpoint pass
expertly before lashing in from 20
yards.

Ronaldo, who smacked in a
hat-trick in Thursday’s 6-0 thrash-
ing of Lithuania, moved to the
brink of his international century
four minutes from time.

Silva’s far-post cross was forced
towards goal by Diogo Jota, with
Luxembourg goalkeeper Anthony
Moris getting a hand to the ball
before Ronaldo turned in from the
goalline.

���!"��	#$!����
Later on Sunday, world cham-

pions France wrapped up top spot
in Group H as goals from Corentin
Tolisso and Antoine Griezmann
sealed a 2-0 win over Albania in
Tirana.

“I’m very dependent on the
players,” French World Cup-win-
ning coach Didier Deschamps
said after his 100th game in charge.

“It’s a personal pride. But it’s
good to see what the players do

together. At times, it can be a bit
more difficult with changes to

the players, injured players, but the
spirit is there.”

The visitors made a quick
start on the pitch, though, as
Bayern Munich midfielder Tolisso
headed Griezmann’s free-kick into
the bottom corner.

The Barcelona star slotted in
the second himself on the half-
hour mark, before the dead rub-
ber petered out in the second peri-
od, with Olivier Giroud going
closest to a third by striking the
post.
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Max Verstappen underlined his
potential as a champion of the

future on Sunday with a command-
ing victory for Red Bull in an aston-
ishing and crash-hit Brazilian Grand
Prix at Interlagos.

The 22-year-old Dutchman twice
passed newly-crowned six-time world
champion Lewis Hamilton in a
thrilling contest that had two safety
car interventions and saw the Ferraris
of Sebastian Vettel and Charles
Leclerc clash and retire, before clinch-
ing the eighth victory of his career.

His third win this season also
made up for his disappointment in
last year’s race in Brazil when he
looked certain to win before a late
accident wrecked his hopes of victo-
ry.

He made the most of pole posi-
tion and finished a dominant winner
ahead of his former Red Bull team-
mate Pierre Gasly, now with Toro
Rosso, as they delivered a Honda-
powered one-two for the Japanese
company for the first time since the
heyday of local hero Ayrton Senna.

Frenchman Gasly came home
0.062 seconds ahead of Hamilton,
who finished third for Mercedes but
was demoted to seventh following a
post-race stewards’ investigation after
crashing with luckless Thai driver
Alexander Albon, the man who
replaced Gasly at Red Bull, in the final
laps.

Hamilton’s demotion gifted
McLaren’s Carlos Sainz his first
Formula One podium, subject to sev-
eral other stewards’ inquiries.

“Lewis was very quick,” said
Verstappen. “So I had to keep push-
ing all the time. He pitted early so we
had to be on top of our pit-stops and

we had a good move on him.
“I could control the race with the

tyres I had, so, for me, it was unbe-
lievable. It was a lot of fun out there
and great to win the race.”
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Ferrari team boss Mattia Binotto

has called drivers Sebastian Vettel and
Charles Leclerc to a clear-the-air
meeting after their collision wrecked
the team’s hopes in Sao Paulo.

The pair, who collided while
fighting for fourth place, were forced
to retire from the race, leaving Ferrari
embarrassed and pointless and the dri-
vers arguing about who was to blame.
“There will be time (for us all) togeth-
er at Maranello to understand what
happened,” said Binotto.

“It’s not for me to blame them, it’s
for them to recognise it.”

Both cars were damaged and
forced to retire in the incident, which
came after a Safety Car restart when
Vettel ‘closed the door’ on a challeng-
ing Leclerc.

It resulted in Ferrari’s first score-
less race since the 2017 Singapore
Grand Prix and refocused criticism on
the team’s habit of generating self-
inflicted damage — and the fractious
relationship between their drivers.

“I have not reviewed yet, I don’t
want to do it yet,” insisted Binotto. “I
think doing things in the heat of the
moment, we may have the wrong con-
clusion.

“I heard both drivers, but they will
come as well together to discuss again
what happened and there will be time
for the team to analyse all the video
and the data.

“Whatever will be the judge-
ment, more important is we are dis-
appointed and sorry for the team.

“But first, the two drivers should
be sorry for the team — as it has been
a very small crash with big conse-
quences...

“They are silly things that should
not happen.
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Winless in four games so far in an
increasingly disappointing cam-
paign, the Indian football team

faces higher-ranked Oman in a do-or-die
World Cup qualifying round match here
today.

A first half strike from Sunil Chhetri
gave India hopes of beating Oman in the
first leg in Guwahati in September but it
ultimately turned out to be so-near-yet-so-
far as the Gulf nation struck twice in the
final 10 minutes to outwit the home side.

Oman are coming into this match after
an emphatic (4-1) win over Bangladesh on
November 14.

India, on the other hand, are strug-
gling after an impressive goal-less draw
against Asian champions Qatar as they
needed late equalisers in their identical 1-
1 draws against lower-ranked Bangladesh
and Afghanistan.

After three draws and a defeat, India
are fourth in the Group E table with three
points while Oman are second with nine
points from four matches. Qatar are on top
with 10 points from four matches.

An upset win over Oman will certain-
ly keep Igor Stimac’s side in the hunt for
a next round berth but a loss will virtual-
ly send India out of reckoning as far as the
2022 World Cup qualification is con-
cerned.

If India lose, they will trail Oman by
nine points and have only three matches
— maximum nine points — left to play in
this second round of the qualifiers.

Even the runner-up sides from the
eight groups are not guaranteed an auto-
matic spot in the third round of the qual-
ifiers.

A draw against Oman will also make
it difficult for India to qualify for the next
round. Their last three matches — all to
be played next year — are against Qatar
(at home on March 26), Bangladesh
(away, June 4) and Afghanistan (at home,
June 9).

But getting a least a point against
Oman may prove crucial as it will make
it easier for India to get an automatic third
round berth for the 2023 Asian Cup qual-
ifiers.

This campaign is also a joint qualify-
ing round for the 2023 Asian Cup and the
third-placed teams and the best four fourth
placed teams from the eight groups auto-
matically get a spot in the third round of
the qualifiers of the continental champi-
onships.

Stimac’s side has struggled not just in
defence but four matches into this cam-
paign, it is also clear that its offence is also
not in the best of form.

India is no longer dependent on only
Chhetri to score the goals but the inabil-
ity to convert the chances has cost the team
dear.

Stimac has no illusion about who is the
favourite today but he is also hoping that
his players will convert the chances which

come their way and
score goals.

“Oman are
much better now
than the team we
played against in Guwahati. They are the
favourites. We know for a fact that match
is going to be very difficult for us,” the high
profile Croatian coach said.

Historically too, India are the under-
dogs, having not won any of the 11 match-
es they have played against Oman who
have emerged victorious on eight occa-
sions.

Before the Guwahati match in
September, the two sides played out a 0-
0 draw in the run-up to the 2019 Asian
Cup in the UAE. In the two legs of the 2018
World Cup qualifiers played in 2015, India
had lost to Oman 0-3 in Muscat before a
1-2 defeat in Bangalore.

India will still be without senior cen-
tral defender Anas Edathodika as he
returned home before the Afghanistan
match due to a family emergency, dealing
a further blow to a team which has lost the
services of Sandesh Jhingan, Rowling
Borges and Amarjit Singh due to injuries.
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'�� �$; India are not looking at
revenge but full points against Oman,
skipper Sunil Chhetri said on Monday
as they gear up to take on the hosts.

Oman had beaten India 2-1 in
Guwahati in September but Chhetri
dismissed talks about India gunning for
a revenge.

“We won’t think about revenge or
anything closer to that, absolutely not.
At the end of the day, the points mat-
ter. It’s not a derby as they are not our
neighbours,” Chhetri said during a
training session.

“These are the qualifiers and we
have only one thing in our mind, to go
out and give everything that we have
and take the result. I mean the impor-
tant point is to go and play well, espe-
cially in the away matches.”

Oman striker Al Mandhar has
already scored four goals in four
matches during the qualifiers but
Pritam Kotal felt everyone should be
dealt with equally to come out with a
favourable result.

“It’s not only Al Mandhar, other
attackers like Al Alwai, Al Ghassani
everyone can impose equal danger to
a defence line. They are quick, they
switch positions fast and can score from
long. We have to be extra cautious of
their long-range shots,” Kotal opined.

Custodian Gurpreet
Singh Sandhu picked
that staying unbeaten
on the road is the pri-
ority now and Oman
is going to be a difficult
opponent to play
against.

“It’s always
difficult play-
ing away from
home and we
recognise the
t h r e a t s
( f r o m
O m a n )
given their
ability and
strength. We have to
make sure we deal
with them well.”  PTI
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With no international
assignment till next

year, the Indian men’s hockey
side will focus on individual
improvement rather than
team tactics during the ongo-
ing national camp, chief coach
Graham Reid said on
Monday.

After securing a 2020
Olympics berth in the quali-
fiers against Russia, the team
is currently undergoing a
three-week training and con-
ditioning camp which will
conclude on December 8.

“Given there is no tourna-
ment immediately following
the three-week camp in

Bhubaneswar, it is a perfect
opportunity for us to change
focus from team tactics to
more about individual
improvement,” Reid said as

the national camp of 33 core
probables which began at the
Kalinga Stadium here on
Monday.

“We will do this through

detailed analysis and review
from our performances last
season including the FIH
Hockey Olympic Qualifiers in
Odisha. This will provide a
good road-map for us in our
quest to squeeze as much
improvement as we can in the
next nine months,” the 53-
year-old Australian added.

The Indian team recent-
ly secured its place at the 2020
Olympic Games by defeating
Russia 11-3 on aggregate at the
FIH Hockey Olympic
Qualifiers here.

India’s next assignment
will be the twin home leg
matches of the FIH Pro
League against the
Netherlands in January next

year. 
Meanwhile, Bhubaneswar

will host India’s home match-
es during the 2020 Hockey
Pro League, the sport’s gov-
erning body announced on
Monday.

The first team that India
will host is the Netherlands on
January 18. The Pro League
will feature 144 matches in the
coming season.

Australia's home match-
es will be played in Perth and
Sydney, while England will be
playing its share in London.

The first match will fea-
ture the Netherlands and
China on January 11, 2020 at
the Wujin Hockey Stadium in
Changzhou.
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The series already in their pock-
et, India women continued their

domination over the West Indies
women by notching up a
five-run win in the rain-
truncated fourth T20
International in Guyana.

India women now lead
the five-match series 4-
0 after sealing the
series in the third
game here.

In the rain-
marred fourth T20
International which
was reduced to a
nine-over-a-side
affair, India women
made 50 for the loss
of seven wickets after
being sent into bat.

Pooja Vastrakar
(10) was the lone

Indian to reach double digit score.
Hayley Mathews (3/13) scalped

three wickets for the hosts, while Afy
Fletcher (2/2) and Sheneta
Grimmond (2/10) picked up two

wickets apiece.
The Indians then bowled

and fielded with discipline to
restrict the West Indies women to
45 for five in their nine overs.

India skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur completely relied on her
spinners and they did not disap-
point her as off-spinner Anuja
Patil (2/8), Deepti Sharma (1/8)

and Radha Yadav (1/8)
kept the Windies on a
tight leash throughout to

ensure the win.
Mathews (11) and Chinelle

Henry (11) top-scored for the
home team.

The fifth and final T20 of the
series will be played here on
Thursday.
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Australia captain Tim Paine on
Monday said the upcoming Test

series against Pakistan and New Zealand
could be the last time he leads the side
at home.

“It might be (my last summer), I’m
not too sure,” Paine told reporters. “But...
I’m enjoying doing it. I feel good physi-
cally (and) mentally. So while that con-
tinues, I’m scoring enough runs and
keeping well enough, then I’d like to con-
tinue.

“I know when you get to my age that
can change really quickly. I’m really look-
ing forward to this summer, beyond that
I haven’t looked too far. I know what I
want to do and what I want to achieve.

Wicketkeeper Paine, 34, took over
the reins after former skipper Steve Smith
was handed a one-year suspension last
year for his role in the ball tampering

scandal.
There have been talks of restoring

Smith as captain as his exceptional per-
formance at the Ashes where he amassed
774 runs.

Asked about his aim as skipper, Paine
said Australia’s top priority is to reclaim
top spot in ICC test rankings and win the
World Test Championship (WTC) where
they are right now placed fifth in the
points table.

“Our goal is to get back to that num-
ber one ranking and we want to win that
Test Championship,” he added. “To do
that we’re going to have to be good
enough to win in India and we’re going
to have to be good enough to beat every-
one, everywhere.

“It’s the only way we’re going to get
to where we want to get to. It’s an excit-
ing period and I’m looking forward to
being part of the start of that and there
is no end point at the moment.”
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All-rounder Lalit Yadav
claimed three wickets with

his off-breaks as Delhi notched
up a comprehensive 20-run
win over Odisha in their final
Group E match to qualify for the
Super League of the Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy here on
Monday.

Electing to bat, Delhi post-
ed 149 for six and then returned
to dismiss Odisha for 129 in
18.1 overs to complete the win
and top Group E with 22 points
from seven matches.

Going through a rough
patch, Shikhar Dhawan top-
scored with a 33-ball 35 which
comprised three fours and a six.
However his struggle was appar-
ent against an unfancied Odisha
attack. He failed to get going.

Earlier, Delhi batsmen,
including opener Hiten Dalal
(20) and first-down Dhruv
Shorey (26), got starts but none
could convert them into big
scores but they did enough to
help the team post a decent
score on board.

For Odisha, Abhishek Raut
(2/21) took two wickets, while
Govinda Poddar (1/18),
Suryakant Pradhan (1/31),
Pappu Roy (1/35) and Subham
Nayak (1/29) accounted for
one wicket each.

Defending the total, Yadav
returned with impressive figures
of 3.1-1-10-3 and he was ably
supported by Pawan Negi (2/38)
and Nitish Rana (2/6) as the trio
derailed Odisha’s chase.

Odisha had a disastrous
start and were looking down the
barrel at 36 for 5 in 7.2 overs.

Down the order, Suryakant
Pradhan smashed a 20-ball 48
laced with six hits to the fence
but it was not enough.

In another Group E match,
Chintan Gaja (4/15) snapped
four wickets before Kshitij Patel
blasted a 36-ball 44 as Gujarat
thrashed Jammu and Kashmir
by 8 wickets.

Sent to bat, J & K folded for
a paltry 101 in 18.3 overs,
thanks to Gaja and Hardik
Patel (3/17), who shared seven
wickets between them.

Piyush Chawla (2/19) and
Axar Patel (1/23) also con-
tributed with the ball.

Chasing the total, Kshitij
top-scored with an unbeaten 44
off 36 balls, while Chirag
Gandhi (32) and Urvil Patel (22)
chipped in with useful contribu-
tions as Gujarat scored 102 for
2 in 13.3 overs.
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round show by Harshal Patel,
Haryana ended their league
stage campaign on a high with
a 99-run win against Meghalaya
in a Group D match.

Put into bat at the Bandra-
Kurla Complex (BKC) in the
suburbs, Haryana rode on a
quick fire 82 off 40 balls by
opener Patel to amass a compet-
itive 202/6.

The chase was an uphill task
for Meghalaya, who struggled to
get going and were restricted to
103/9.

Patel, a right-arm medium
pacer, then shone with the ball
to return with fine figures of
3/22.
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Back in form after a string of
below-par performances,

Kidambi Srikanth would look
for another good outing while
Saina Nehwal pulled out of the
Korea Masters World Tour
Super 300 tournament, which
starts with the qualifiers here
today.

After going through a tough

phase since his final finish at
India Open this year, Srikanth
boosted his confidence with a
semifinal appearance at the
Hong Kong Open last week.

It was his first appearance at
the last four stage since the India
Open and the Indian ace would
look to continue the good run
when he opens against Hong
Kong’s Wong Wing Ki Vincent
in the men’s singles.

Overall, world number 13
Srikanth enjoys a 10-3 head-to-
head record against Wong Wing
Ki, who is on a comeback trail
after suffering the personal
tragedy.

World number 9 Saina, who
has made early exits in a series
of tournaments recently, decid-
ed to skip the event but she is
likely to feature at the Syed
Modi International World Tour
Super 300 in Lucknow next
week.

With Saina’s withdrawal,
there is no Indian participation
in women’s singles.

Among other Indians in
the fray, world number 16
Sameer Verma will take on top
seed Chinese Shi Yu Qi in the
opening round, while his elder
brother Sourabh Verma will
face a qualifier.

Subhankar Dey, who had
claimed the SaarLorLux Open
last year, will need to fight it out
against Olympic champion and
second seed Chen Long of
China.

No Indian is taking part in
any doubles competition.
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Rafael Nadal was con-
firmed as the year-

end world number one
for the fifth time after the
ATP released its season-
closing rankings on
Monday.

The Spaniard did
not make it beyond the
group stage of last week’s
ATP Finals in London
but Novak Djokovic’s
failure to reach the semi-
finals meant Nadal
closed the year with
9,985 points, 840 clear of
the Serb.

Nadal draws level
with rivals Djokovic and
Roger Federer, who have
also finished the year in
top spot five times, and
moves one behind six-
time end-of-year num-
ber one Pete Sampras.

Nadal and Djokovic
have been this year’s two
dominant players after
winning two Majors
each.

D j o k o v i c
won the

Australian Open and
Wimbledon with Nadal
cleaning up at Roland
Garros and the US
Open.

Federer ends the
season at number three
for the second year run-
ning. The Swiss, who
turned 38 in August, has
cut down his Tour com-
mitments to focus on
events around Grand
Slams.

He reached the
semi-finals of the French

Open where he
lost to Nadal

and the last eight at
Flushing Meadows
where he lost in five sets
to world number 20
Gregor Dimitrov.

In between he lost
an epic Wimbledon final
against Djokovic, the
first to be decided by a
tie-break in the fifth set,
suggesting that he still
has hopes of a 21st major
title in 2020.

Dominic Thiem,
who took a set off Nadal
in the final of the French
Open, moves up to
number four.

The 21-year-old
Greek  Stefanos Tsitsipas
closes the year at number
six, just behind Daniil
Medvedev, after his tri-
umph in London.

Former world num-
ber one Andy Murray
began the year ranked at
240 and the prospect of
retirement.

As he struggled
with surgery on a hip
injury and the subse-
quent recuperation he
had slipped to 503 in
September before a dra-
matic return to the
courts, which produced
a remarkable victory at
the European Open in
Antwerp, lifted him to
a year-end 126.
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Stefanos Tsitsipas battled back
from a set down against

Dominic Thiem to win the ATP
Finals title on Sunday night,
emphatically staking his claim as
the leader of the next generation of
aspiring global superstars.

The Greek 21-year-old, who
won, 6-7 (6/8), 6-2, 7-6 (7/4) is the
youngest champion since Lleyton
Hewitt in 2001 and the fourth
first-time champion at the season-
ending event in as many years.

It is Tsitsipas’s third title of the
season and comes a year after he
was crowned champion at the Next
Gen ATP Finals in Milan.

He has charmed the crowd at
London’s O2 Arena all week and
earned his place in the final with an
impressive straight-sets win against
six-time champion Roger Federer.

“I can’t sum up my emotions
right now,” said Tsitsipas. “It’s amaz-
ing to be remembered as the 2019
champion. It is a dream come true
and the best way to end this match.

“I did get nervous at some
points in the match but I managed
to forget about how I felt and I had
momentum in the tie-break which
was really tight.

“My fighting spirit and me
constantly trying to push myself to
do better got me there in the end.”

Defeat is a bitter disappoint-
ment for Thiem, who won five titles
this year, including the Indian
Wells Masters, and reached a sec-
ond successive French Open final.

There was little to choose
between sixth-seed Tsitsipas and
Austria’s world number five Thiem
in the first set as a total of five break
points went begging.

Both players had impressed
on serve during the tournament,
with Tsitsipas’s figures especially
striking — 44 service games won
out of 47 leading into the final.

In an inevitable tie-break
Tsitsipas saved a set point at 5/6 but

Thiem clinched his second set
point with a powerful serve that the
Greek returned into the net.
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But Tsitsipas regrouped and

within minutes Thiem, who beat his
opponent in three sets in the Beijing
final last month, was under pres-
sure, spraying a forehand wide to
concede first break of the match.

Tsitsipas held with ease and
then produced a forehand down the
line to break again, with Thiem
threatening to unravel. Tsitsipas had
won 12 out of 14 points in the set.

Thiem, who like Tsitsipas plays
with a single-handed backhand,
stemmed the tide but could make
little impression on his opponent’s
serve and lost the set 6-2.

Thiem was rocking again at the
start of the deciding set. He saved
two break points in the first game
but looked increasingly shaky and
was broken to trail 1-2.

The Greek was now well on top
but out of nowhere Thiem was level
at 3-3 after Tsitsipas put a backhand
wide.

The Austrian was now playing
with much more confidence,
unleashing a series of blistering
winners and edged ahead 5-4 after
another service hold but the rest of
the set went with serve.

In the deciding set tie-break
Tsitsipas took a 4-2 lead but was
pegged back to 4/4.

But on the next point Tsitsipas
earned a mini-break, giving him
the chance to serve out for the

match and he made no mistake,
closing out the biggest victory of his
career.

Tsitsipas has competition
among his peers as the new gener-
ation attempt to dislodge Federer,
Novak Djokovic and Rafael Nadal,
who have dominated the men’s
game for the past 15 years.

World number four Daniil
Medvedev won two Masters titles
this year and reached the US Open
final while Alexander Zverev was
in London defending the title he
won last year.

But Tsitsipas, who has beaten
every member of the “Big Three” in
2019, will go into the new season
with the belief he can take the next
step towards the apex of the men’s
game.
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���� �	E Prime Minister Imran Khan
has advised sacked Pakistan captain
Sarfaraz Ahmed to focus on domestic
cricket to get back to the national team.

Khan, the patron-in-chief of
Pakistan Cricket Board and a former
captain, also backed the appointment
of Misbah-ul-Haq as head coach and
chief selector.

“I don’t think the performance and
form of a player should be judged by
T20 cricket but through Test and One-
day cricket. He can come back to the
national team, he should focus on
domestic cricket,” Khan said when
asked about Sarfaraz.

The wicketkeeper-batsman was
removed as captain and dropped from

the team in all three formats by the PCB
last month after Pakistan were white-
washed 0-3 in a T20 series at home.

Regarding the appointment of
Misbah as head coach and chief selec-
tor, Khan said, “It is a constructive move
to appoint Misbah as he is an honest
and unbiased personality who has
loads of experience behind him.

“I think Misbah will turn out to be
a good choice and Pakistan will improve
and do well in Test and ODI cricket
under him. He has this talent in him
that he can groom the players and also
improve their performance,” he added.

Khan also supported the new
domestic first-class season in which
only six provincial teams are compet-

ing on home and away basis and said
eventually this will lead to a better crick-
et system in the country.

He noted that there was already
some improvement in domestic crick-
et and hoped it will get better.

“If our domestic cricket improves,
then Pakistan cricket will also move for-
ward.” PTI
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Andy Murray will do a “great
job” when he continues his

comeback from injury at next
week’s inaugural Davis Cup Finals
in Madrid, British captain Leon
Smith said on Sunday.

Murray, who inspired Britain
to the 2015 Davis Cup title, will
line up alongside his older broth-
er Jamie, Dan Evans, Kyle
Edmund and Neal Skupski at the
Caja Magica.

“Andy feels great,” said Smith.
“He’s obviously extremely happy to
be back in tennis.

“He’s training unbelievably
hard to get back to his best position,
with great focus.

“If he’s picked to play, then I
know he will do a great job on the
court. That’s not ego, that’s confi-
dence of course.

“He’s still a very good tennis
player, he’s pushing (the other) guys
ahead. And at the same time, you
realise what he’s gone through.”

Britain, who were handed a
wildcard for the first tournament
since the old World Group was
scrapped, will be favourites to
progress from a Group E.
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