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The BJP did not officially
announce it, the AJSU 

said nothing either, but 
the split between 19-year-old 
alliance partners is merely a
formality now. 

After days of suspense, the
BJP on Thursday announced its
third list of 15 candidates tak-
ing the tally of its total candi-
dates to 69 in response to
AJSU’s non-negotiable stance
on 17 seats, including some of
the crucial con-
stituencies where
both the parties
have fielded their
candidates.

The decision
came after a series
of meetings in
Delhi and Ranchi
when the BJP

Central leadership took the
stance to field 15 more candi-
dates in the absence of any
fruitful dialogue with the AJSU
party, which has fielded can-
didates against the BJP on
many crucial seats.

While Jharkhand Chief
Minister Raghubar Das hint-
ed in a Press conference here
on Thursday that the party
may go it alone in the polls by
saying it will achieve the tar-
get of 65 plus seats this elec-

tion. Speaking to a
news channel 
in Delhi,  State 
in-charge OP

Mathur said the 
BJP has always
given due respect

to its partner and it
has sti l l  not
announced candi-
dates on nine seats.
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In a 3:2 majority verdict, the
Supreme Court on Thursday

referred to a larger 7-judge
bench the pleas seeking review
of its historic 2018 judgment
allowing women and girls of all
ages to enter Kerala’s
Sabarimala temple, set to open
on November 17, along with
other contentious issues of
alleged discrimination against
Muslim and Parsi women.

As the majority verdict,
penned by Chief Justice Ranjan
Gogoi, kept the review pleas
pending for a 7-judge bench
and did not stay its September
28, 2018, majority judgment,
girls and women of all age
groups will be entitled to
undertake the pilgrimage to the
shrine.

The CJI, who wrote on
behalf of himself and Justices
AM Khanwilkar and Indu
Malhotra, said the debate about
the constitutional validity of
religious practices like bar on
entry of women and girls into
a place of worship was not lim-
ited to the Sabarimala case.

They said such restrictions
are there with regard to entry
of Muslim women into
mosques and “dargah” and
Parsi women, married to non-
Parsi men, being barred from
the holy fire place of an Agyari.

It was time the apex court
evolves a judicial policy to do
“substantial and complete jus-
tice”, the added.

The majority view, delin-
eated by the CJI in its nine-page
verdict, was not agreed to by
Justices RF Nariman and DY

Chandrachud.
Justice Nariman, writing

for himself and Justice
Chandrachud, regretted his
“inability to agree with” the
view of the CJI and said the
scope of the review pleas was
limited to the entry of men-
struating women into the hill-
top shrine in Kerala and direct-
ed the State Government to
ensure strict compliance of the
2018 verdict.

The majority judgment
also said that a decision by a
larger bench “would put at rest
recurring issues” with regard to
the fundamental right to pro-
fess and practice any religion.

“In the context of the pre-
sent strength of judges of the
Supreme Court, it may not be
inappropriate if matters involv-
ing seminal issues, including
the interpretation of the pro-
visions of the Constitution
touching upon the right to
profess, practise and propagate
its own religion, are heard by
larger bench of commensurate
number of judges,” it said.

It set out seven questions of
law to be examined by the larg-
er bench. They included —
interplay between freedom of
religion under Articles 25 and
26 of the Constitution; need to
delineate the expression “con-
stitutional morality”; the extent
to which courts can enquire
into particular religious prac-
tices; meaning of sections of
Hindus under Article 25 and
whether “essential religious
practices” of denomination or
a section thereof are protected
under Article 26.

Continued on Page 4
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In a major relief to the ruling
regime and a big setback to

the Opposition, the Supreme
Court on Thursday once again
gave a clean chit to the Modi
Government in the purchase of
36 fully-loaded Rafale fighter
jets from French company
Dassault Aviation, rejecting
the plea for registration of an
FIR and a further probe into
the matter. 

While unanimously dis-
missing the pleas seeking
review of the December 14,
2018, verdict in which it had
said that there was no occasion
to doubt the decision-making
process in the procurement of
36 Rafale fighter jets, the SC
also refused to re-examine the
aspects of pricing, decision
making process and selection
of the offset partner in the deal.
“This court did not consider it
appropriate to embark on a
roving and fishing enquiry,” a
Bench headed by Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi and comprising
Justices SK Kaul and KM
Joseph said.

The apex court was not sat-
isfied with the submission that
it decided the disputed ques-
tions of facts in the �59,000-
crore deal “prematurely” with-
out investigation. However,
Justice Joseph, in a separate
judgment, said, “Petitioners
can approach the CBI for reg-
istering an FIR provided the
CBI gets nod from the
Government as per the
Prevention of Corruption Law.”

“No doubt that there was a

prayer made for registration of
FIR and further investigation
but then once we had examined
the three aspects on merits we
did not consider it appropriate
to issue any directions, as
prayed for by the petitioners
which automatically covered
the direction for registration of
FIR, prayed for,” said the
Bench.

The review applications
cannot be entertained unless
there is an “error apparent on
the face of the record”, the apex
court said.

The Bench said it cannot
lose sight of the fact that it is
dealing with a contract for air-
craft, which was pending
before different Governments
for quite some time and the
necessity for those aircraft has
never been in dispute.

“We were, however, cau-
tious to note that this was in the
context of the writ petition filed
under Article 32 of the
Constitution of India, 
the jurisdiction invoked,” said
the Bench.

The petition seeking re-
examination of the December
14, 2018, verdict was filed by
former Union Ministers
Yashwant Sinha, Arun 
Shourie and activist lawyer
Prashant Bhushan. Other
review petitions were filed by
lawyer Vineet Dhandha and
Aam Aadmi Party lawmaker
Sanjay Singh.

The Bench said it appears
that the petitioners construed
themselves as an appellate
authority to determine each
aspect of the contract and

involve the SC to do the same.
While dealing with the

allegation of irregularities on
the pricing of the jets, the top
court said that it satisfied itself
with the material made avail-
able and it is not the function
of this court to determine the
prices and act on mere “suspi-
cion” of certain persons.

“The internal mechanism
of such pricing would take care
of the situation. On the perusal
of documents we had found
that one cannot compare
apples and oranges. Thus, the
pricing of the basic aircraft had
to be compared which was
competitively marginally
lower.

“As to what should be
loaded on the aircraft or not
and what further pricing
should be added has to be left
to the best judgment of the
competent authorities,” the
Bench said. 
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Moody’s Investors Service
on Thursday cut India’s

economic growth forecast for
current year to 5.6 per cent
from 5.8 per cent estimated
earlier, saying GDP slowdown
is lasting longer than expected.

“We have revised down
our growth forecast for India.
We now forecast slower real
GDP growth of 5.6 per cent in
2019, from 7.4 per cent in
2018,” it said. It expected eco-
nomic activity to pick up in
2020 and 2021 to 6.6 per cent
and 6.7 per cent, respectively,
but the pace to remain lower.  

Detailed report on P10
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Following the Supreme
Court’s clean chit to the

Rafale deal, the BJP on
Thursday lost no time in
launching an all-out attack on
the Congress and its ex-chief
Rahul Gandhi demanding an
apology from him. An unde-
terred Rahul hit back latching
on to a separate judgment by
Justice KM Joseph, who said the
“petitioners can approach the
CBI for registering an FIR” to
demand a Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) probe.

While BJP president Amit
Shah led the charge, Rahul did
so for the Congress claiming
that the judgment is not a
clean chit for the Government
and that there should be a par-
liamentary panel probe as
Justice KM Joseph has left open
a “huge door” for investigation.

The Congress had used
the Modi Government’s pur-
chase of 36 Rafale jets from
French aerospace major

Dassault Aviation for the IAF
at a cost of �59,000 crore as one
of the major issues in the 2019
Lok Sabha polls, combining it
with its “Chowkidar Chor Hai”
slogan. The pitch, however,
was rejected by the voters as the
Congress could win just 52 Lok
Sabha seats.

The grand old party may
raise the issue during the
Parliament session in conso-
nance with other like-minded
parties. In a series of tweets,
Shah said the judgment of the
apex court has proved that the
disruption of Parliament over
the Rafale fighter aircraft deal
was a “sham”. “Supreme Court’s
decision to dismiss the review
petition on #Rafale is a befitting
reply to those leaders and par-
ties who rely on malicious and
baseless campaigns,” he said. 

Countering the BJP narra-
tive, Rahul took to twitter
using hashtag
“BJPLiesOnRafale” and tweet-
ed, “Justice Joseph of the
Supreme Court has opened a

huge door into investigation of
the RAFALE scam. An inves-
tigation must now begin in full
earnest. A JPC must also be set
up to probe this scam.”
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The Supreme Court verdict
on the Rafale deal comes as

a big boost to expedite defence
procurements, including
Government-to-Government
contracts. India desperately
needs modern weapon sys-
tems to maintain operational
preparedness and the verdict
now allows the decision mak-
ers to go ahead without look-
ing over their shoulders.

However, the Government
is not yet off the hook as the
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) is likely to
table its report on offsets in the
�59,000-crore deal in the
Winter Session of Parliament,
beginning next Monday.

With the apex court now
giving a clean chit to the Rafale
deal, the officials will surely
now feel more confident of dis-
charging their duties and help
the Services to acquire modern
weapons to face the likelihood
of a two-front war with
Pakistan and China.

Facing the twin challenge,
India urgently needs sub-
marines to shore up its present

strength of 14 ageing sub-
marines besides modern war-
ships to patrol the strategical-
ly important Indian Ocean.

Similarly, the IAF imme-
diately requires efforts to
address the issue of the deplet-
ing strength of its fighter jet
squadron. At present, the
squadron strength is 31 while
the desired level is 42. Even if
the Government gives clear-
ance for acquisition now, the
process of increasing the fleet
will take another decade given
the long gestation period of
defence contracts.

As for the awaited CAG
report, Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi has time and again
alleged that Reliance was given
a major chunk of offsets and
charged the NDA regime with
cronyism. As per the contract,
the offsets are 50 per cent of the
overall deal and the manufac-
turer has to tie up with Indian
ventures to plough back the off-
set amount into the country.

The CAG report covers
audit of nearly 30 offset con-
tracts of Army, Navy and IAF
for 2012-13 and 2017-18. 

Continued on Page 4
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday closed the con-

tempt plea against Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi for
wrongly attributing to the apex
court his “chowkidar chor hai”
remark against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in connection
with the Rafale case.

The court said the remarks
made by Rahul were far from
true and he should have
refrained from those and could
have been careful.

“It is unfortunate that with-
out any verification certain
remarks were made by the
contemnor (Rahul Gandhi)
against the Prime Minister,” a
bench comprising Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi and Justices SK
Kaul and KM Joseph said.

The Bench referred to the
affidavit filed by him tendering
unconditional apology and
said, “Gandhi enjoys an impor-
tant position in political spec-
trum and no court should be
dragged to political discourse,
whether valid or invalid”. “Mr
Gandhi needs to be more care-
ful in future,” the Bench added.

Continued on Page 4
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New Delhi: As the Supreme
Court dismissed the plea to re-
examine the Rafale deal, the
Congress is expected to take up
the matter in Parliament’s
Public Accounts Committee
(PAC), headed by Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury. The PAC was con-
stituted in the last week of
August and has shortlisted the
Rafale issue for examination in
the coming days, which could
lead to a fresh Congress-BJP
face-off. The committee is first
expected to examine the CAG
officials who prepared the
report on Rafale and later, call
the Defence Ministry top offi-
cials and senior IAF officials. 

Detailed report on P5
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Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel accompa-

nied by his Cabinet colleagues
Ravindra Choubey and
Amarjeet Bhagat on Thursday
met Union Minister for
Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar
and Union Minister for Food
Ram Vilas Paswan in New
Delhi and urged them to pro-
cure rice from Chhattisgarh for
the Central pool.

Baghel also sought the
Centre’s support in encourag-

ing sale of bio ethanol in
Chhattisgarh.

Chhattisgarh Agriculture
and Water Resources Minister
Ravindra Choubey and Food
Minister Amarjeet Bhagat
were present during the meet-
ing.

The Chief Minister
requested the Union Minister
to relax Centre’s policy to
make provision to procure 32
lakh metric tonnes of rice
from Chhattisgarh for Central
pool in larger interest of farm-
ers.

It is noteworthy that
according to decision taken by
Central government, rice will
not be procured from state
governments that provide
bonus against paddy procure-
ment at support price.

But despite the decision,
the provision was relaxed in
previous two years and rice
was being procured from
Chhattisgarh for central pool.

Keeping this in view,
Chhattisgarh Government has
requested Prime Minister to
relax the provision for year
2019-20 too and procure 32
lakh metric tons of rice from
Chhattisgarh.

Baghel informed that it is
estimated that over 85 lakh
metric tons of rice will be pro-
cured this year and the state
would have surplus rice.

The chief minister also
urged the Centre to provide
approval for production of bio
ethanol from the surplus paddy
procurement in the Kharif sea-
son 2019-20.

He said this would encour-
age investment in the field of
bio-fuel. Official sources

informed that the Union
Minister assured Baghel that
the Centre will take necessary

steps to promote the State
Government’s investment pol-
icy in the field of bio fuel.

������
�()�*�+#�������
������,���"��'��"
������
���

�
����(�����	+	��
�����	�!	��		�
�	���	 ����
����
��

�������	
������ ����������������	
������0�����������1 RNI Regn. No. CHHENG/2012/42718,  Postal Reg. No. - RYP DN/34/2013-2015

�7��8$+7*"/��2��

��
�������
��0�����!����4��-(�5>��������-��'

��
23�4���

#.��8>�8*�>���.�$>��.��&����>�*$>��
*��>.���>���>�D&*�E�AF>���&#8*�

3�5/53/��
�.E��>>$��F�

?.��*�A��*A��
��� .$?2 
77%" 7''

G.�������
����><��
�%�.����
/��

/-653/�7
�>�.�?F�$>���*B���
?.��,>���*��8FF�

���������	�
�����
�

���������
������� ���
!�"�#� ��$��
%% ��&��

��/������B��	��
$>8�*��8&�,�F? #�F�.8��#�&#.�>�?.�

�.���*��.*�&� ��.�$*A.���
$>��.$&� �E$>�.#.$��*3.E?.$.



	
��	������������������ ����������� !"�#$ %

���!0���������!�
	������������-
�")��"$*+�������>����
������
��
�����������
�
/��������������
6�
��
/�

��
�����,
��
�
-
�
���&��
�
��
����+������%����"
�
��
��������+�����/���������
$���	/���'@������,
��
�
-

��
��%����"
�
���
%������������
	�	/���,���
	
	�����
�����������6�������#3������
��
��%��	�&��
����
�����%���
"
�
���
%�����
	
6�
���
���
	�	/����
H����B
�	
��������
����������������
	����
���	/��
/�����+�������
������
������������/���������/
��
.H
	�,�
�����������������%
"����������
-����
�����
$���	/���'@��

�@����
��������
�AB��������
����
�")��"$*+����������*����%%���
B
���1�,�
��
���%��	��
/���
���
��,,���
�	
��
"�
/����
��������
������
�"����
�������8�����
���A�"�������%
����&��������������%�3
		�

���,
��	����.�����������
�
�������%�����&������	�
������+�����
�����	������%
,�
��
�����
�	
�����/�
�%%���"��%��	������
���%�����
6�������������������"��������
����
�"���������
�����8A
A������
���
����	�������

�	����
�"�����-�

��
�	��B������
C	��������
�@D
�")��"$*+��$��"���������%�����
�
	�
���A���-
���	��
�
8��������������
���
���
��
�+
><����
��.%%
�����������
3
��
�-
��������
���
�����%��
I
�����������"����%����
���%��	
���I���������"��
���
����������������������

�I"�/�����
��������/
�������I�
F����
����
�������%��
-��
�+�

���������������
�����������
���-��������+�
�����
����	
��
1���������������
��������<
����
���������
�����
�����
���
��
������������������������������
��
���	��������
��
���
���
��������1��������
�
��
�	
��	+I�3
��
�-
���
���

�@��������������
������
�������
�")��"$*+������	����
"��/���

��������/�����������	���%%�
��
%���
�������������������	�����
���������������������/������
������������������
������
����
����������������������

%���������
��"
��%��	�#
��-�-

������*A*��.��������������
��
��������+�����������@0�C0
�
-�+��
��/������H���
������
�����
"��/����
��������

��
���	�	����
�
�
�����	������������
�")��"$*+��&������	�
�������.	����
������"������
���B=����
�1�
�������������
B��
��
�����"����������
���
�
����
�������������������%���
�	����
�+�����/��
	����	�
������+�����"���������
�
�%%����%������������=���
�����
�
�
	��
���%������

�������

#�����	
����������
�
�	�!�����������
��
�'�(�
�'
�����B�B������
�� �>?�$>8�*

The second-time clean chit
on Thursday by the

Supreme Court to the BJP
Government on the purchase
of 36 Rafale  fighter jets from
French company Dassault
Aviation and rejection of peti-
tion for registration of an FIR
by the CBI for the alleged
kickbacks in the deal like that
in the Swedish Bofors howitzer
Gun case, has seemingly
knocked the bottom of the
Congress plank of attacking the
Narendra Modi dispensation
on `big-ticket' corruption and
taken away its shine built on its
anti-corruption pitch against
the UPA regimes. 

The verdict coming days
after the court had put a lid on
the decades-old dispute on the
title suit of 'Mandir-Masjid'
dispute paving way for the
construction of a temple for
'Lord Ram' at Ayodhya , Uttar
Pradesh, has come as a major
political boost for the BJP
which had promised to the
effect at its Palampur
(Himachal Pradesh) conven-
tion in 1989,  when it  had
adopted a resolution to build a
temple at the birth place of `
Bhagwan Ram`.

The BJP had reacted with
obvious glee over the judgment
which would only add further
polish on the anti-corruption
plank of the party and the claim
that its leadership was " with-
out a blemish".

The party leaders including
BJP President Amit Shah also
latched on the court's admo-
nition to Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi for saying "Chowkidar
Chor hai' ( alluding to Modi)
and closing the contempt

against the latter with a warn-
ing that he should be careful in
future. They demanded an
apology from the former
Congress president  for his mis-
demeanor and "lies" . 

The BJP is now certain to
convert the 'opportunity' to
put the Congress on the back-
foot  on the issue in the com-
ing winter session of the
Parliament, beginning
November 18, and insist that its
image is spot clean.

The judgment has given a
blow to the Congress efforts to
turn the Rafale deal into a
Bofors saga which had  in the
past derailed the successive
Congress regimes.  But given

Rahul's  `optimism` on the
possibility of opening a probe,
the political drama on the
Rafale deal may still be on the
roll despite Supreme Court's
two-time dismissal of the cases
on the French defence pur-
chase. The issues raised by the
opposition on the decision
making process, pricing and
the offsets were dismissed by
the apex court.  

However, Justice K M
Joseph, who wrote a separate
judgment said he agreed with
the main verdict written by
Justice S K  Kaul , subject to
certain aspects on which he has
given his own reason. He said
petitioners can approach CBI

for registering an FIR, which
Rahul said  "has opened a
huge door into investigation of
the RAFALE scam".

The apex court contended
that the review applications
cannot be entertained unless
there is an "error apparent on
the face of the record".

The petition seeking re-
examination of the December
14, 2018 verdict was filed by
former Union Ministers
Yashwant Sinha, Arun Shourie
and activist lawyer Prashant
Bhushan. Other review peti-
tions were filed by lawyer
Vineet Dhandha and Aam
Aadmi Party lawmaker Sanjay
Singh.
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As the doors of Rafale issue
are closed in Court, the

Congress is expected to take
up the matter in Parliament's
Public Accounts Committee
(PAC), headed by its leader
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury.
The PAC was constituted in
the last week of August this
year and has shortlisted the
Rafale issue for examination in
the coming days, which could
lead to a fresh Congress-BJP
face-off. The Committee is
first expected to examine the
CAG officials who prepared
the report on Rafale and later,
call the Defence Ministry top
officials and senior Air Force
officials. 

It is likely that the PAC
Chairman would prefer to call
the PMO officials who dealt
the files of Rafale negotiations

with the French authorities.
This might be the triggering
point between the Congress
and BJP MPs inside the PAC. 

It is learned that the MPs
opposing the Rafale deal are
determined to raise demand
for summoning PMO offi-
cials engaged in Rafale nego-
tiations.  The Congress MPs in
the Committee may also
demand summoning of Anil
Ambani, whose company got
offset contracts in the Rafale
deal, which is the main con-
troversy in the purchase of 36
fighter jets. 

The PAC will not summon
Ministers and need Lok Sabha
Speaker's clearance. 

The PAC Chairman is
selected from the Opposition
parties and the ruling party
has a majority. The PAC has 21
Members of which 15 are
from Lok Sabha and six from

Rajya Sabha.  In the PAC, the
Congress is having only three
MPs including the Chairman,
who has major decision-mak-
ing powers.

This exercise by the PAC
would lead to a face-off
between Congress and BJP
similar to the one they had in
2011, when then PAC
Chairman Murli Manohar
Joshi examined 2G scam, sum-
moning all top officers from
PMO, Telecom, Attorney
General and all telecom cor-
porate including Ratan Tata,
Anil Ambani, Sunil MIttal
and controversial lobbyist Nira
Radia. 

The PAC meetings of 2G
Scam led to the members
almost coming to blows with
the ruling Congress MPs hav-
ing majority then even occu-
pying the chair of Joshi and
declaring a parallel PAC.  
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The BJP lost no time to
launch a blistering attack

on the Congress on Thursday
describing the Supreme Court
judgment on Rafale as 'victo-
ry of truth' and demanding an
apology from the party and its
leader Rahul Gandhi for
telling a spate of "lies" on the
entire issue. 

Soon after the SC verdict,
the BJP fielded its top
Ministers and party leaders to
launch an all-out attack on the
Congress and Rahul. 

Leading the attack, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah on
Thursday termed the Supreme
Court verdict on Rafale deal
a befitting reply to the leaders
and parties who rely on "mali-
cious and baseless" campaign,
and sought apology from
them.

In a series of tweets, Shah
said the judgement of the
apex court has proved that the
disruption of Parliament over
the Rafale fighter aircraft deal
was a "sham".  "Supreme
Court's decision to dismiss the
review petition on #Rafale is
a befitting reply to those lead-
ers and parties who rely on
malicious and baseless cam-
paigns," he said. 

Slamming the Congress,
Shah said the decision reaf-
firms Modi Government's
credentials as a dispensation
that is transparent and cor-
ruption-free. "Now, it has
been proved that disruption of
Parliament over Rafale (issue)
was a sham. The time could

have been better utilised for
the welfare of people. After
today's rebuke from SC,
Congress and its leader, for
whom politics is above
national interest, must apolo-
gise to the nation," Shah said
in a swipe at Rahul.

The Rahul and the entire
Congress leadership have car-
ried out an aggressive cam-
paign before the last Lok
Sabha elections against the
multi-billion dollars deal to
buy 36 Rafale fighter aircraft
from France.

Hitting hard at Rahul ,
BJP working president J P
Nadda said the Congress
leader had tried to mislead the
country on the issue and
should now apologise.
Asserting that truth has pre-
vailed, Nadda said, "From
road to Parliament, Rahul
Gandhi and his party tried
hard to mislead the country
on this issue but truth pre-
vailed. I wish Rahul would be
in country and should apolo-
gise to nation.

Addressing a press con-

ference at the party office,
Union Law Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad said the
Congress and in particular its
former president Gandhi
must apologise to the country.
Hailing the Supreme Court's
order on the Rafale deal as a
victory of the country's
national security, Prasad said,
"It is recognition of the hon-
est decision making process of
the Narendra Modi
Government... Satayamav
Jayate. The Congress party
must apologise and Rahul
Gandhi in particular must
apologise to the country."   

Pointing to Rahul's
"Chowkidar chor hai" slogan
ahead of the Lok Sabha elec-
tion, Prasad said the Congress
leader has not only called the
Prime Minister a thief, but he
lied about the former French
Prime Minister's statements
and misquoted the Supreme
Court. 

" Today the people of the
country want to know which
powers were backing Rahul
Gandhi.  All I can say is that
the whole campaign is
extremely suspicious. He ran
a sponsored political pro-
gramme that masqueraded
as a quest for justice. Today,
Rahul Gandhi, you need to
apologise. Today even the
review petition is rejected.
You apologised to save your-
self from the court. But will
you apologise before the peo-
ple of India?" Prasad said.

Hitting at Gandhi family,
he said, "People having saga of
corruption from Jeep scandal

to Bofors to submarine to
AugustaWestland, where
undertaking a political pro-
gramme masquerading at the
quest of justice.  

With the Congress insist-
ing on a high-level probe into
the deal after the court's
order, the law minister said it
was really "shameless" of the
opposition party to continue
to push for an investigation
despite losing the battle in
courts as well as in elec-
tions.

Asked that former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi was
also let off by a court order in
the Bofors case, Prasad said
that was a "highly question-
able" order of the Delhi High
Court when the Congress
government at the Centre did
not challenge.

In Tawang in Arunachal
Pradesh, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh said the alle-
gations of corruption in the
Rafale deal were aimed at
maligning Modi's image of a
clean and honest leader and
demanded an apology from
the Congress.

Hailing the judgement,
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman tweeted
the SC verdict on Rafale
shows Government's decision
was right on the price, the
process and on the offsets.
"PM Modi put
#NationalSecurity on top.
Indian Air Force needed to be
strengthened without any fur-
ther delay. #NationFirst.
Motivated propaganda defeat-
ed: Sitharamn tweeted.
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Union Home Ministry has
granted additional House

Rent Allowance to the tune of
16 per cent of  basic pay in
addition to normal HRA at the
original place of posting where
paramilitary forces personnel
left behind their families to
undertake duties in Jammu
and Kashmir. 

The facility under Kashmir
Valley Package will come as a
relief for paramilitary person-
nel as many of them have to
bear expenses of running two
residences. 

The benefit will not sure be
applicable to such personnel
who have availed government
accommodation at their orig-
inal posting. 

In addition to the addi-
tional HRA, the paramilitary
personnel will be entitled to

draw the normal
HRA for the
original place of
posting. 

"The issue of
grant of addi-
tional HRA to
Central Armed
Police Forces
personnel post-
ed in Kashmir
Valley has been
considered in the Ministry and
it has been decided by
Competent Authority that
those personnel who are post-
ed in Kashmir Valley and com-
pelled to leave their families at
their last place of posting will
be eligible for drawing addi-
tional HRA."

The move has come days
after the new Union Territory
of Jammu and Kashmir for-
mally came into existence on
October 31 after the Centre on

August 5 abrogated Article 370
of the Constitution that grant-
ed special status to the erst-
while State.  The move benefit
nearly one lakh personnel of
the paramilitary forces' per-
sonnel posted in the Valley. 

Special allowances have
been a major relief for para-
military personnel who have
been at the forefront of coun-
tering terrorism and main-
taining law and order in the
Valley. 
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday sought a

response from the Lawyers
Collective and its founding
members Anand Grover and
Indira Jaising on a plea by the
CBI challenging the Bombay
High Court order granting
them protection from coercive
action in an alleged FCRA
violation case.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi and
Justices Aniruddha Bose and
Krishna Murari issued notice to
the senior lawyers and the
NGO.

The top court also refused
to stay the Bombay High Court
order.

The CBI had registered a
case against Grover and the
NGO over alleged violation of
the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act (FCRA) in the
use of foreign funds received by
Lawyers Collective.

The probe agency
contended that the high Court
had neither rendered any find-
ing as to how the FIR registered
against the accused parties was
"unsustainable and bad in law"
nor referred to any finding as
to how the continuance of the
investigation against the
accused would be contrary to
law.

Grover and his wife had
approached the high court in
July seeking that the FIR reg-
istered by the CBI against the

NGO and them in June be
quashed.

The CBI registered the FIR
following a complaint by the
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) in May alleging viola-
tion of FCRA provisions. 

While the FIR did
not name Jaising as an accused,
the MHA complaint, which is
part of the FIR, mentioned her
name and made specific alle-
gations against her.

The CBI alleged that the
NGO received foreign funds
between 2009 and 2015, but
failed to disclose a major part
of it. It said that Grover and
Jaising used foreign funds for
"personal benefits".  According
to the MHA complaint, during
her tenure as Additional
Solicitor General, Jaising con-
tinued to draw remuneration
from the 

NGO, the CBI said, adding
that this came from foreign

contributions received.
The petitioners also point-

ed out that the MHA complaint
was based on an inspection
report from 2016 that had
pointed out a single violation of
non-disclosure under the
FCRA. At the time, following
the inspection report, the MHA
had issued an order cancelling
the registration of Lawyers
Collective for receiving foreign
funds. This cancellation order
was challenged in the high
court by the NGO in 2017, and
is currently pending before a
single judge, the petitioners
said.

While granting
interim relief, the division
bench took note of the peti-
tioners' submission that the
CBI's act of filing an FIR on the
basis of a two-and-a-half-year-
old report, when the matter
had reached the court, was
questionable. 
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Maintaining that the SC
judgment on Ram

Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid
title dispute was “beyond
understanding”, the head of
prominent Muslim body Jamiat
Ulema-e-Hind (JUEH)
Maulana Arshad Madani on
Thursday said the Sunni Waqf
Board should not accept the 5-
acre plot which the apex court
directed the Centre to allot for
a mosque.

He said the Jamiat had
asserted that the Supreme
Court verdict in the Ayodhya
case, based on evidence, will be
respected by it.

Maulana Madani, howev-
er, said the judgment was

"beyond understanding". The
court accepted that placing
idols in a mosque and demol-
ishing it is illegal."But the court
gave its decision in favour of
those responsible for it," he
said.

The JUEH president also
said the court has accepted that
the Babri mosque was not built
by demolishing a temple dur-
ing Babur's rule.

Madani said a decision on
whether a review petition in the
Ayodhya case should be filed
will be taken in a meeting of the
working committee of the
JUEH which would sit till late
evening to deliberate on the
matter.

Settling a fractious issue
that goes back more than a cen-

tury, the Supreme Court, in its
verdict in the Babri Masjid-
Ram Janmabhoomi title case
on Saturday, said the entire 2.77
acres of disputed land should
be handed over to the deity
Ram Lalla, who was one of the
three litigants in the case.

The f ive-judge
Constitution bench also
directed the Centre to allot a
5-acre plot to the Sunni Waqf
Board in Ayodhya to build a
mosque.

Asked about his views on
whether the land should be
accepted by the Muslim side,
Madani said, "The land has not
been given to us. They have
given the land to the Sunni
Waqf Board." 

"Our opinion is that the

Sunni Waqf Board should not
accept the land, but finally it is
up to them," said the head of
JUEH, which was also a litigant
in the case."The issue is about
rights not about land. We don't
want land. Muslims don't need
land," he said.

Madani said that according
to religion, a mosque remains
a mosque irrespective of
'namaz' is being held or not.

"The SC said it was
mosque and not made by
destructing a temple. For us,
accordiong to religion, it is still
a mosque," Madani said.

Responding to a question,
he asserted that whatever they
have to say on the verdict they
will say only within the coun-
try
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Thursday arrested former
Ranbaxy and Fortis promoter
Malvinder Singh and former
CMD of Religare Enterprises,
Sunil Godhwani in Religare
Finvest Ltd (RFL) in connec-
tion with a money laundering
case relating.

The duo was arrested from
the Tihar jail where both are
currently lodged in a case relat-
ed to funds misappropriation of
Religare Finvest Ltd. (RFL)
being probed by the Delhi
police.  

The agency’s lawyer Nitesh
Rana informed a designated
court about the duo’s arrests
and pleaded for issuance of a
production warrant against the
accused for seeking their cus-
todial interrogation.

However, the court direct-
ed the ED’s counsel that the
accused be produced before a

metropolitan magistrate in the
Tihar jail itself as trial prison-
ers are not being produced in
the Saket District court due to
the ongoing lawyers' strike.

"The court is informed
that accused Malvinder Mohan
Singh and Sunil Godhwani are
lodged in central jail numbers
8 and 7 respectively at Tihar
Jail. Accordingly, the applica-
tions filed by the ED be put up
before the concerned duty
MM, Tihar jail tomorrow, i.e,
November 15, for disposal in
accordance with law," Special
Judge Sandeep Yadav said in
response to the ED’s plea.

Both Singh and Godhwani
have been charged by the ED
for offences under provisions of
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act.

The duo is undergoing
judicial custody and lodged in
Tihar jail along with Singh's
brother Shivinder and two
other accused persons -- Kavi
Arora and Anil Saxena -- in a
criminal case being probed by
the Economic Offences Wing
(EOW) of the Delhi Police.

These accused allegedly
transferred an amount of approx-
imately Rs 1,000 crore to various
persons from entities linked to

the corporate loan book and
finally, the money was siphoned
off and invested in other com-
panies, according to the ED.

The Delhi Police had reg-
istered an FIR in March after it
received a complaint from
RFL's Manpreet Suri against
Shivinder, Godhwani and oth-
ers, alleging that loans were
taken by them while managing
the firm but the money was
invested in other companies.    

The money laundering
case was filed by the ED after
taking cognisance of the Delhi
Police FIR as money launder-
ing is a predicate offence.
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Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel accompanied by his cabinet colleagues on Thursday meet Union Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare Minister Narendra Singh Tomar
urging hin to allow procuring paddy at `2500 per quintal. 

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh Chief
Secretary R. P. Mandal

chairing the review meeting of
all divisional commissioners
and collectors of the state at
conference hall of New Circuit
House on Thursday empha-
sised on curbing illegal trans-
port of paddy from neighbour-
ing states.

He said Chhattisgarh is the
only state to procure paddy
from farmers at Rs 2500 per
quintal and illegal transport of
paddy from neighbouring
states is a major problem and
so strict actions should be
taken to prevent it.

Directing all the divisional
commissioners, he stressed to
ensure regular monitoring and
also to take strict action
against the middlemen and

brokers.
Mandal said that after

paddy procurement begins,
daily verification will be done
at the procurement centres and

that he would personally
review procurement process
every fortnight.

He also reviewed various
development works and

schemes in detail. In the first
session of meeting, Mandal
reviewed the districtwise
preparations for paddy pro-
curement, implementation of

citizen charter, sanitation work
under smart city scheme, free-
hold of 'aabaadi' and 'nazul'
lands, redressal of pending
diversion cases and repairing
of roads in urban and rural
areas of the state.

Chief Secretary directed
collectors to ensure free hold
of 'aabaadi' and 'nazul' lands,
which will make it convenient
for landowners to transfer
ownership of land. This will
accelerate the pace of develop-
ment and also increase the
revenue collection, he said.

Chief Secretary directed
the collectors to ensure imme-
diate repairing of damaged
roads in urban and rural areas
in the state. He reviewed sanita-
tion arrangements in five cities
under Smart City Scheme-
Raipur, Durg, Bilaspur, Sarguja,
Sarguja and Korba.

CS instructs officials to take action
agst inter-state paddy transportation

Crucial
cabinet
meet today
RAIPUR: An
important meeting
of state cabinet is
going to be held
under chairman-
ship of Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Friday
afternoon.

S o u r c e s
informed that the
meeting called at
official residence of
the Chief Minister
at 12 noon would
discuss prominent
issues such as
paddy procure-
ment and urban
bodies elections.

Both of them
are immidiate
issues and the
cabinet may take
some big decisions
about them,
sources said. 

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh BJP for the
first time since it lost

power in the state is launching
a state-wide agitation against
the Congress government to
press for immediate paddy
procurement from farmers at a
minimum support price of
`2500 per quintal and seeking
bonus of two years for farmers
as promised by the ruling
party in its election manifesto.

The BJP is also holding a
day-long statewide sit-in-
demonstration on November
15 in all ‘mandals’ including
state capital.

Apart from it, it is launch-
ing the ‘Dhaan la tol nahin te
halla bol’ drive across the state.

According to party
sources, BJP national vice
president and former chief
minister Raman Singh will
participate in the stir at the

state capital while BJP state
president Vikram Usendi will
lead the agitation at
Pakhanjore, Kanker district.
Leader of Opposition
Dharamlal Kaushik will take
part in the demonstration at
Bilha in Bilaspur while former
speaker Gaurishankar Agrawal
will be at Kasdol. Other party
MPs and MLAs will lead agita-
tion at their respective con-
stituencies.

In the capital city Raipur
the demonstration will be held
at Bhudhapara at 2.00 pm.

BJP to hold statewide
protest today

BJP for the first time
since it lost power in the
state is launching a
state-wide agitation
against the Congress
government to press for
immediate paddy
procurement from farmers 

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Chief Secretary R.P. Mandal
on Thursday instructed

senior administrative and
police officials to ensure free
and fair urban bodies’ elections
in the state.

He was chairing a review
meeting of district collectors
and superintendents of police
to assess preparations for the
polls expected to be held by the
fag end of December this year.

State Election
Commissioner Thakur Ram
Singh, Secretary Home Subrat
Sahu and Director General of
Police (DGP) D.M. Awasthi
were also present in the meeting.

Terming the polls impor-
tant and sensitive, the CS
instructed the officials to work
in coordination to conduct the
elections peacefully.
Chhattisgarh has a record of
transparent as well as free and
fair polls and this has to be
continued, he said.

DGP Awasthi instructed the
police officials to maintain law
and order by being vigilant and
by taking precautions by    learn-
ing from past experiences.

State Election
Commissioner Singh briefed
the meeting about minute
details of the elections and
reviewed districtwise
preparations.

‘Ensure free and fair urban
bodies’ polls in state’
CS instructs district collectors and SPs in review meeting

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Thursday

inaugurated Chhattisgarh
pavilion at 39th India
International Trade Fair
undergoing at Pragati
Maidan, New Delhi.

Various departments of
Chhattisgarh government
have put stalls at the fair,
which will conclude on
November 27. The fair will be
open to public from
November 19.

The Chief Minister
inspected the stalls and
gathered information from
the officials. Appreciating the
work by craftsmen of
Chhattisgarh, Baghel wrote in
the visitor’s book, “Exemplary
work by our hardworking

craftsmen can be seen at
stalls in Chhattisgarh pavil-
ion. Products made by them
are world-class.”

C h h a t t i s g a r h
Agriculture and Water
Resources Minister
Ravindra Choubey and
Food minister Amarjeet
Bhagat were also present.

Chhattisgarh’s handi-
craft and handloom prod-
ucts such as bell metal,
Dhokra art, Kosa silk sarees
are on sale at the pavilion.
Dress materials and bed
sheets made by using      nat-
ural dyes, herbal products of
gram udyog could be
purchased from the pavilion.  

More than 20 countries
and over 800 companies are
participating in this year’s
fair.

Baghel inaugurates C’garh pavilion at IITF

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh Power
Companies chairman

Shailendra Shukla has
clarified that all the
important and vital
documents are safe after the
fire broke out at
companies’ headquarters,
‘Seva Bhawan’, Dangania on
Thursday.

The fire incident was
reported at Power Company
headquarters at midnight.
After investigation it was
found that short-circuit
triggered the blaze. No
major loss was reported.

Chairman, holding the
meeting of higher officials of
the companies over the
incident, directed them to
make special arrangements
to ensure that no such
incident occurs in future.

Shukla said no such
documents have been
burnt which cannot be
‘re-generated’. The half burnt
files and documents can be
recovered from other files.

The officials informed
that after the fire was
reported, the fire tenders
and police reached the spot
and fire was brought under
control.

Fire erupts at C’garh
Power Companies,
documents safe

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Panchayat and rural
development depart-

ment, Government of
Chhattisgarh in an order
has postponed the
reservation process for
the post of Sarpanch
across the state.

The order comes
amid the ongoing
preparations for the
ensuing three-tier
panchayat elections. The
reason for postponement
has not been specified.

For the three-tier
Panchayat elections, the
reservation for the post of
Panch, Sarpanch, Janpad
Panchayat, member,
chairman and Zila
Panchayat members was
to be completed by

November 23. Retaining
reservation for all other
posts, the process of only
Sarpanch has been halted
as per the order.

As per sources,  plans
are afoot for indirect
election of the Sarpanch
post as has been initiated
as in case of elections of
mayor and chairman of
civic bodies.

Reservation process for
Sarpanch suspended

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

The ruling Congress,
taking a dig at BJP’s pro-

posed protest against the
state government on paddy
purchase, said on Thursday
the state government is
going to purchase paddy at
the rate of Rs 2,500 per
quintal and if BJP is inter-
ested in protest then they
should place demand with
the party-led government at
the Centre to purchase rice
from Chhattisgarh.

The party appealed to
all BJP leaders to stage
protest over farmers’
problems not only in
Chhattisgarh but also join
Congress party’s protest in

Delhi.
“BJP should demand of

the central government to
purchase 32 lakh metric
tons rice from the farmers
of Chhattisgarh,” chairman
state Congress communica-
tion department Shailesh
Nitin Trivedi said.

If FCI’s godown in
Chhattisgarh will not store
rice produced in the state

then what else should they
store, Trivedi questioned.

Chhattisgarh govern-
ment has decided to pay
`2,500 to the farmer in
place of `1815 provided by
the Central government.
State government has nei-
ther asked any excessive
fund nor is going to make
any such demand for pay-
ing the money to farmers,
he claimed while adding,
this year Chhattisgarh
government has requested
from the central
government to purchase 32
lakh tons of rice from
Chhattisgarh. 

Betraying farmers is the
character of the BJP and
not the Congress, he
quipped.

BJP should urge Union
govt to purchase rice
from C’garh: Congress

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Bharatiya Janata Party
national general secretary

and Rajya Sabha MP Saroj
Pandey said finally truth has
prevailed after apex court gave
clean chit to Modi govern-
ment in Rafale case.

The Surpeme Court on
Thursday has closed a con-
tempt case filed against Rahul
Gandhi after he “wrongly
linked”  Rafale case order to
his ‘Chowkidar Chor hai’ jibe
against Prime Minister
Narendra Modi during Lok
Sabha elections.

The apex court had
accepted an unconditional
apology offered by the

Congress leader in May and
warned him to be ‘more
careful’ about future remarks,
she said.

Pandey said now it is
proven that the Congress can
come up with massive lies to
mislead people. Accepting the
crime, Congress party and its
former president should for-
mally apologize to the coun-

try, the BJP leader said
She alleged that only

Congress can indulge in such
an act where country’s inter-
nal security and international
image can be put at stake.

The entire Congress lead-
ership was repeating the same
phrase across the country and
this should be condemned in
strongest words, she added.

The BJP leader claimed
Prime Minister has been fol-
lowing a policy of develop-
ment of all with togetherness,
and totally dedicated himself
for nation building. She said
now time has come for
Congress to indulge in value
based politics otherwise, it
will be totally eliminated.

Rahul should apologise
to country: Pandey

As per sources,
plans are afoot for
indirect election of
the Sarpanch post
as has been initiated
as in case of
elections of mayor
and chairman of
civic bodies
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Pakistan on Thursday denied
any deal with Indian gov-

ernment on Indian national
Kulbhushan Jadhav, who has
been sentenced to death by a
Pakistani military court on
charges of espionage and ter-
rorism in April 2017.

"The action on Kulbhushan
will be taken as per the law.
There will be no deal.
Absolutely, no question about
that," said Foreign Office
spokesman Muhammad Faisal
in a weekly press briefing.

Earlier, there were reports
about an amendment in the
Pakistan Army Act to imple-

ment the International Court of
Justice's condition to allow
Kulbhushan to file an appeal in
a civilian court.

However, the Pakistani
military rejected such reports.

Kulbhushan's case is being
tried in military courts and the
Army Act forbids such indi-
viduals or groups from filing an
appeal or seeking justice from
a civilian court.

On July 17, the ICJ ordered
Pakistan to grant consular
access to Jadhav and also con-
tinued stay on his execution, as
well as "effective" review of the
death sentence.

During the press briefing,
Faisal also talked about the
Supreme Court's verdict in
Babri Masjid-Ram janmbhoo-
mi case.

"India's top court verdict
poses a threat to other mosques
in the country. We will con-
tinue to raise Babri Masjid
issue on international plat-
forms," he said.

Faisal said he has urged the
Indian government to end
Kashmir "lockdown" and
restore Internet services.
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The Jammu & Kashmir
administration will con-

duct at least two free health
checkups a year for the school
children in the union territory,
an official spokesperson said on
Thursday. 

During a review meeting
of the school education
department here on
Wednesday, the authorities
were directed by Lieutenant
Governor Girish Chander
Murmu to conduct the health
checkups and provide health
cards to school children, he
said.  The meeting was attend-
ed by Commissioner/Secretary,
School Education Department,
Sarita Chouhan and other

senior officials, the spokesper-
son said.

Murmu suggested that the
parents be present during the
checkup so that they get to
know about their child's health,
he said. 

The Lt Governor also
issued directions to the officials
concerned to prepare 
health checkup calenders in
consultation with the health
department, the spokesperson
said.

During the review meet-
ing, the school education
department was directed to
organise the first health check-
up drive in December in the
summer zone and in March in
the schools under winter zone,
he said. 
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After an unsuccessful bid
two months ago, India may

attempt another soft landing on
the Moon by next year-end,
probably in November, sources
in ISRO said on Thursday.

The Indian Space Research
Organisation had constituted a
high-level committee, headed by
S Somanath, Director of
Thiruvanathapuram-based

Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre,
the lead centre responsible for
all launch vehicle 
programmes of ISRO, to pre-
pare a report on the proposed
Chandrayaan-3.

"The panel's report is await-
ed. The committee has been
given a guideline to prepare the
mission before the end of next
year," a senior ISRO official told
PTI. "There is a good launch
window in November".

"Rover, lander and landing
operations will get more focus
this time and whatever defi-
ciencies in the Chandrayaan-2
mission will be corrected,"
sources in the Bengaluru- head-
quartered space agency said.

On September 7, ISRO
attempted a soft landing of
Chandrayaan-2's 'Vikram' on
the unchartered lunar south
pole, before losing communi-
cation with the lander.

From Page 1
Another question was the

“permissible extent of judicial
recognition to PILs in matters
calling into question religious
practices of a denomination or
a section thereof at the instance
of persons who do not belong
to such religious denomina-
tion”.

The top court said, “The
subject review petitions as well
as the writ petitions may,
accordingly, remain pending
until determination of the
questions indicated above by a
larger bench as may be consti-
tuted by the Chief Justice of
India.”

However, Justices Nariman
and Chandrachud, in their dis-
senting view, said that what was
before the bench were the
review petitions and fresh pleas
challenging its 2018 decision.
“What a future constitution
bench or larger bench, if con-

stituted by the 
Chief Justice of India, may or
may not do when considering
the other issues pending before
this court is, strictly 
speaking, not before this court
at all. 

The only thing that is
before this court is the review
petitions and the writ petitions
that have now been filed in
relation to the judgment dated
September 28, 2018. 

As and when the other
matters are heard, the bench
hearing those matters may well
refer to our judgment and may
either apply such judgment,
distinguish such judgment, or
refer an issue/issues which
arise from the said judgment
for determination by a larger
bench. 

All this is for future
Constitution benches or larg-
er benches to do,” was the
minority view.
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From Page 1
The NDA has all along

refuted the Congress allega-
tions of favoritism. The offset
deal in the Rafale deal led to
controversy with the Congress
demanding a CBI probe as to
how Reliance Defence of Anil
Ambani was awarded the off-
set contract.

The earlier CAG report
tabled in Parliament in
February this year pertained to
pricing issue and other related
matters pertaining to the
process of procurement of the
Rafale jet. The Government
watchdog, however, did not
include the offset examination
in that report.

Meanwhile, former IAF
Chief Air Chief Marshal
(retired) BS Dhanoa on
Thursday welcomed the
Supreme Court’s verdict and
said the ruling vindicated the
Government’s position and that
it will have positive impact on
overall military procurement.

The political controversy
relating to purchase of 36
Rafale jets from France peaked
during Dhanoa’s tenure as chief

of the air staff and he had stout-
ly defended the deal. “It is a
welcome verdict, vindicating
the Government’s position on
the issue. We are happy that
finally the controversy is
buried,” Dhanoa said. He
retired from the top job two
months back.

The former IAF chief said
he had defended the deal on
merit and considering the
requirement of the IAF, refer-
ring to criticism in the run-up
to the Lok Sabha polls that he
was making political com-
ments about the procurement.

Dhanoa maintained that
deal was clean and exuded
confidence that the verdict by
the apex court would have a
positive impact on procure-
ment of military platforms by
the IAF, the Indian Army and
the Navy. “It is a good verdict
for the armed forces,” he 
said. 

During his tenure, Dhanoa
strongly backed the deal assert-
ing it was sealed following a
transparent procurement pro-
cedure and that the Rafale jets
would significantly enhance

the IAF’s combat capabilities.
India had signed an inter-

governmental agreement with
France in September 2016 for
procurement of 36 Rafale fight-
er jets. The first batch of four
Rafale jets will arrive in India
by May 2020.

The aircraft is capable of
carrying a range of potent
weapons and missiles. The IAF
has already completed prepa-
rations, including readying
required infrastructure and
training of pilots, to welcome
the fighter aircraft.

The first squadron of the
aircraft will be deployed at
Ambala air force station, con-
sidered one of the most strate-
gically located bases of the
IAF. The second squadron of
Rafale will be stationed at
Hasimara base in West Bengal.

The Rafale jets will come
with various India-specific
modifications, including Israeli
helmet-mounted displays,
radar warning receivers, low
band jammers, 10-hour flight
data recording, infra-red search
and tracking systems among
others.
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From Page 1
The bench noted that sub-

sequently the contemnor has
filed an affidavit that contempt
proceedings should not be
taken forward. “In view of the
affidavit filed by Gandhi, we
close contempt proceedings
initiated against him,” the
bench said.

The court’s verdict came on
the contempt plea filed against
Gandhi by BJP MP Meenakshi
Lekhi.

Gandhi had made the
remarks on April 10, the day
the apex court had dismissed
the Centre’s preliminary objec-
tions over admissibility of cer-
tain documents for supporting
the review petitions
against the December 14 last

year verdict in the Rafale
case.

The court had on May 10
reserved the judgement on
Lekhi’s contempt plea filed
against Gandhi for the
“chowkidar chor hai” remarks
against Modi, which the top
court had said were incorrect-
ly attributed to it.

Gandhi, who was then the
president of the Congress Party,
had told the bench that he has
already tendered uncondition-
al apology for wrongly attribut-
ing the remarks relating to the
prime minister to the apex
court.

Senior advocate AM
Singhvi, appearing for Gandhi,
had told the bench that the
Congress leader expressed
regret over the wrongful attri-
bution to the apex court.

Senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for Lekhi,
had submitted that the apolo-
gy tendered by Gandhi should
be rejected and action must be
taken against him as per the
law.

Gandhi had on May 8 ten-
dered unconditional apology in
the apex court for wrongfully
attributing to it his “chowkidar
chor hai” remark in the Rafale
verdict and said that he holds
the top court in the “highest
esteem and respect” and any
attributions to it were “entire-
ly unintentional, non-wilful
and inadvertent”.

The three-page affidavit
was filed by Gandhi after he
had drawn flak from the apex
court on April 30

over his earlier affidavit in
which he had not directly
admitted his mistake for incor-
rectly attributing the con-
temptuous remark to the top
court.
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With historic impeachment hearings
underway, Democrats and

Republicans are hardening their arguments
over the actions of President Donald
Trump as they set out to win over a deeply
polarised American public.

Democrats say Wednesday’s extraor-
dinary public session in the House revealed
a striking account of Trump abusing his
office by pressing the newly elected pres-
ident of Ukraine for political investigations
of rival Democrats, all while holding up
needed military aid. “Bribery,” they said,
and “extortion.” Republicans counter that
the hearing showed none of that.

They say the two seasoned diplomats
at the witness table had, at best, secondhand
accounts of Trump’s July 25 call that’s cen-
tral to the impeachment inquiry. There was
no pressure on the young Ukraine leader,
they argue, and eventually the aid flowed,
though only after Congress intervened.

Day One of the rare public hearings in
the House — part of only the fourth for-
mal impeachment effort in U.S. History —
set the contours for a once-in-a-generation
political struggle. Images and audio from
the hearing popped up on television, in
earbuds and on the partisan silos of social

media, providing the first close-up look at
the investigation.

“The president sought to advance his
political and personal interests at the
expense of U.S. National security,” said Rep.
Adam Schiff of California, the Democratic
chairman of the House Intelligence
Committee leading the probe.

“Is this now going to be the new nor-
mal?” Schiff asked. Hosting the president
of Turkey at the White House, Trump insist-
ed he was too busy to watch the hearings
being broadcast live across the country and
the world. He denied a fresh detail from one
of the witnesses about a phone call in which
he was overheard asking about “the inves-
tigations.” “First I’ve heard of it,” Trump told
reporters during a news conference.

A different conversation sparked the
impeachment investigation, Trump’s July
25 phone call with Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy, heard by several
government officials and detailed in a par-
tial transcript released to the public weeks
ago. The core moment came when Trump
asked the newly elected leader for “a favor.”

House Minority Leader Kevin
McCarthy, R-Calif., said Wednesday that
the Democrats’ first witness “wasn’t on the
phone call, never met with the president,
never talked to the chief of staff. And he’s
their star witness?” Trump wanted
Ukraine’s government to investigate
Democrats’ activities in the 2016 election
and his potential 2020 rival Joe Biden —
all while the administration was with-
holding military aid for the Eastern
European ally as it confronted an aggres-
sive neighbor, Russia.
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Gaza City: A cease-fire between Israel and
Gaza’s Palestine Islamic Jihad (PIJ) militant
group appeared to be holding Thursday
despite an earlier barrage of rocket fire that
briefly disrupted a truce to end two days of
intense fighting that killed at least 34
Palestinians, including three women and
eight children, and paralyzed parts of Israel.

Before the truce was announced, a pre-
dawn Israeli airstrike killed eight members of
the same family in Gaza. Among them were
five children, the youngest being 7 years old.

It was the deadliest single attack since a
bruising 2014 war between Israel and Hamas,
the larger militant group that rules Gaza. PIJ
claimed no link to the family and the Israeli
military offered no details on the strike. AP

The Hague: International Criminal Court
judges on Thursday approved a request
from prosecutors to open an investigation
into crimes committed against Myanmar’s
Rohingya Muslim minority.

The court said it has jurisdiction over
crimes partially committed in Bangladesh,
which is a member state of the court. 

Myanmar, which is not a member of
the global court, has been accused of com-
mitting widespread abuses in a campaign
against the Rohingya.

Myanmar’s military began a counterin-
surgency campaign in August 2017 in
response to an insurgent attack. More than
700,000 Rohingya fled to neighbouring
Bangladesh to escape what has been called
an ethnic cleansing campaign involving mass
rapes, killings and the torching of homes.

The court said in a statement that a
panel of judges who studied Prosecutor
Fatou Bensouda’s request to open an inves-
tigation concluded that there are grounds
to believe widespread acts of violence were
committed “that could qualify as the
crimes against humanity of deportation
across the Myanmar-Bangladesh border
and persecution on grounds of ethnicity
and/or religion against the Rohingya
population”. AP
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Hong Kong police warned protesters on
Thursday that they were moving “one

step closer to terrorism” by sinking the city
into chaos, as riot squads skirmished with
militant students at major universities.

Police spokesman Tse Chun-chung
denied his department had been asked to
enforce a possible curfew this weekend. A
Chinese state media outlet later removed its
tweet saying authorities were considering a
weekend curfew that cited unidentified
sources.

“We are aware of the relevant report cir-
culating online,” Tse said at a daily briefing,
referring to the report as “false.” 

He said the authority to order a curfew
lies with Hong Kong’s leader, Chief Executive
Carrie Lam, and “that’s why police are not
in a position to comment.” 

“The force is certainly capable and deter-
mined to control Hong Kong’s social unrest
at the moment. We welcome any new mea-
sures that can help us to achieve the goal of
restoring the public safety and order in Hong
Kong,” Tse added.

In unusually harsh language, he said stu-
dents were turning university campuses into
“weapons factories” and a “hotbed” of crime.
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Pretoria: Whites in South Africa earned
three times more than blacks on aver-
age, two decades after the demise of
apartheid, the statistics authority said on
Thursday.

In a report touching on the highly
sensitive issue of inequality, research
found that the wage gap between South
Africa’s groups increased between 2011
and 2015.

It said the average monthly earning
among blacks -- who account for 80 per
cent of the population -- was 6,899 rand
(USD 464/422 euros), while the figure
was 24,646 (USD 1,659/1,506 euros) for
whites.

Income earnings in South Africa
remained “heavily racialised”, the sta-
tistics authority said.

It added that women earned rough-
ly 30 per cent less on average than males.

Africa’s most industrialised nation
has struggled to bridge the gap between
racial and gender groups since the fall
of apartheid in 1994.

For decades, the apartheid system
legally divided South Africans into
groups of whites, blacks, Indians and
“coloureds”, a term designating people
of mixed race. AP
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Alittle less than two weeks ago, the
national capital witnessed
unprecedented protests by hun-
dreds of policemen. The person-
nel gheraoed their headquarters,

demanding intervention and support of
senior officers with respect to the clash that
took place between them and the lawyers at
the Tis Hazari district court complex. On their
part, the lawyers have been on a strike and
have threatened to continue with it unless their
demands are heard to protect them from what
they call the high-handedness of the police. 

While the origin of the dispute is
unclear, it has been reported that the clash
was over a parking dispute. Whatever be the
reason, the scuffle between them escalated
into something much more serious. It was
reported that three lawyers were shot and
as a result of the struggle, more than 30 peo-
ple were severely injured. Police vans and
vehicles were set on fire and the lawyers’
chambers were ransacked. The dispute
continues to linger till the date of writing
this article and peaceful ground between the
police and the lawyers looks far away. Both
sides have stuck to their guns, holding the
other side responsible for the scuffle. 

Almost a year ago, a similar dispute had
erupted, which had led to the breakdown of
the law and order situation. Again, a Central
Government agency was involved. In
October last year, an internal rift between the
then Director of the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) Alok Verma and his
number two, Rakesh Asthana, had become
a public spectacle. Both Asthana and Verma
hurled corruption charges against each
other and approached the courts to ensure
protection against legal action. In an extra-
ordinary move, the Union Government sent
both officers on leave and with effect,
divested the CBI Director of all duties. This
move was extraordinary because the CBI
Director enjoys a tenure of two years after
his appointment by a high-profile commit-
tee, which includes the Leader of Opposition.

However, this committee was bypassed
to remove Verma, who among other voices,
had cast aspersions on the Government for
subverting investigations into significant
cases. While I have written about the crisis
of credibility in the past, the reason I want to
recount this incident is because both the pre-
sent crisis involving the police and lawyers as
well as the last incident involving the CBI have
two things in common: First, both situations
make a mockery of the law and water down
safeguards that are essential for a democra-
cy to thrive. Second, in both cases no one from
the Government took responsibility for the
mess or showed interest to ensure that the sit-
uation is diffused in a responsible manner. 

The failure to maintain law and order
is unfortunately becoming more frequent
over the last few years in the country. The
law has been abused by individual law-
makers in power. It seems the rule of law
has now changed to the law of rulers.

Therefore, I will not go through
these details again. 

The fact, however, is that we
now live in a country where we
have been immunised against
impropriety in general. This is
not necessarily always in the form
of cases like Swami
Chinmayanand and the Uttar
Pradesh Police’s handling of the
rape case against the said BJP
leader. Sometimes, mockery
takes different forms. For exam-
ple, the unilateral manner in
which demonetisation was
pressed upon the citizens and the
lack of scientific examination into
it that has had a tectonic impact
on the country’s economy. 

Another example is how the
Right to Information (RTI) Act
was watered down or how fake
news and hate speech have
been allowed to thrive on social
media. All of these instances,
while completely unconnected
at the first blush, have a discon-
certing common thread run-
ning through them: They are all
symptoms of a weakening
democracy. The clash between
the police and the lawyers is
only the latest symptom of a
more serious problem. 

Now let’s talk about the
second issue, which relates to the
fact that no one from the
Government has taken respon-
sibility for or ensured that the
stand-off between the Delhi
Police, which comes under the
Union Home of Ministry, and
the lawyers, is settled responsi-
bly. It is here that questions about

leadership arise. Through the
entire dispute we saw senior
police officials stepping in. We
have seen numerous voices
throw their inputs into the mix.
But what we did not see was the
intervention of the Union Home
Minister on this issue. We have
seen the Lieutenant Governor of
Delhi in the front and centre but
none from the Union
Government intervened. This is
especially disappointing because
it follows a trend where during
the good times — typically elec-
tion victories — we get to hear
many representatives of the
Government speaking on tele-
vision for great lengths. 

However, just as often, dur-
ing times when the Government
is faced with a crisis, we do not
see any official offer an explana-
tion or provide reassurance. In
a few instances, where we have
seen Ministers taking questions
during difficult situations, we
have been left a little concerned
than reassured. One example of
this was how the Finance
Minister responded and react-
ed to the economic crisis. While
taking questions on the slow-
down of the auto industry,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman deflected the blame
to cab aggregators like Ola and
Uber for the plummeting sale of
cars. A response like this seems
to be disconnected from reality
and displays a desire to deflect
blame rather than taking
responsibility to fix the situation. 

Not one person can be

held completely responsible
for a crisis. In an economic/job
crisis, for example, external
factors matter, too. However, as
things stand today, there should
be little debate on the fact that
there are internal governance
issues, which have exacerbated
the problem further. It would
have been nice to see the
Finance Minister talk about
redressing these issues rather
than worrying about image
management. The former is the
kind of leadership that can help
India steer itself through crisis. 

The showdown between
the police and lawyers calls for
a brand of leadership where
people are reassured that the
Government is capable of tak-
ing steps to ensure that the cri-
sis is averted with minimum
loss and with maturity. I am
fortunate to see the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) at work. I
have seen it taking steps while
at the same time encouraging
brand of leadership. No doubt,
there will be instances where
we may fall short, too, but I am
optimistic that we will not shy
away from the problem, no
matter how uncomfortable. 

I will instead face the prob-
lem head-on. This is frankly
what our voters expect from us.
Similarly, I think we should not
be shy of demanding same
standards from other political
leaders, too. 

(The writer is a former IPS
officer, an MP and currently a
member of the AAP)
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Sir — Post the news that the
Israeli spyware, Pegasus, targetted
over 100 members of civil soci-
ety, including journalists and
human rights activists,
WhatsApp, the Facebook-owned
messaging app, is now banning
global users if they are found to
be part of group chats with mali-
cious or suspicious names, in
some cases permanently. 

It’s welcome that at least
some action is being taken to
address the problem of the
spread of false information.
Further, the social media giant
must roll out an upgraded ver-
sion of its app that is secured
from the spyware. This way, it
can be stopped from affecting
more phones. 

It is a matter of grave concern
that Pegasus has had an impact on
around 1,400 devices globally.
The violation of one’s privacy is
a grievous offence. People may
start feeling compelled to use
other messaging apps if
WhatsApp proves to be vulnera-
ble to the malware. Something is
better than nothing at all.

Tushar Anand
Patna
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Sir — With air quality index
breaching the 900-mark, bad air
is severely affecting the health of

the residents of Delhi and the
National Capital Region (NCR). 

It is sad that though the rea-
sons that contribute to air pollu-
tion are well-known, we have

been unable to alter the situation.
One of the causes for such high
level of pollution is the burning
of crop residue by farmers in the
neighbouring States of Punjab,

Haryana and Uttar Pradesh. 
The lack of seriousness on

part of the respective State
Governments as well as the
Central Government to devise an
action plan has led to the present
saga of people suffering from
“severe” category of air pollution.
The Government must pro-
actively work with all stakehold-
ers concerned to bring down air
pollution levels. 

Devendra Khurana
Bhopal

�������	����	�����

Sir — The problem of air pollu-
tion is not new to the capital city.
It is also a fact that policy mea-
sures kick in at the nick of the
time when health is at stake.
Besides, much of the policies do
little to address the heart of the
problem, which is stubble burn-
ing. Bans, incentives and target-
ed subsidies are only temporary
solutions. If indeed we intend to
tackle the problem, behavioural
changes are needed.

Sunita
Via email
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Histories, when confined to
nutshells, become absolute
facts devoid of context. They

are turned into miniature caricatures,
paraded as stripped actualities that
anyone can dress in the manner they
deem fit. This is particularly true in
the age of social media, that only
allows the exhibition of historical
facts as end results. It completely
ignores the complex historical
processes which led to the end
results.

For example, as miniaturised his-
tory, the 18th century French
Revolution was an uprising of the
poor against the rich. Just recently I
heard someone say this in a podcast,
positioning it as a “historical fact”
which the podcaster said was aiming

at a “privileged, middle-class” foe.
Indeed, the poor did rise up in

France but the uprising was largely
instigated and navigated by the mid-
dle-classes against common foes: The
aristocratic/landed elite and the
powerful clergy. The well-known his-
torian Henry Heller, in The French
Revolution and Historical
Materialism, roots the revolution in
the gradual growth of the middle-
class in France.

According to Heller, by the 18th
century, the political and economic
aspirations and interests of the
French middle class began to clash
with those of the ancien régime, i.e.,
the monarchy, the feudal class and
the church. This friction saw the
middle-class intelligentsia strongly
propagate the ideas of democracy,
secularism and nationalism, which
became the main ideological engines
of the revolution. Another example
is the American Civil War (1861-
1865). In a nutshell, it is often
explained as an armed conflict
between the pro-slavery South and
the anti-slavery North in the US.
American economists M Thornton
and RB Execlund write, in The
Economics of the Civil War, that the

conflict was mainly due to econom-
ic tensions between the “industri-
alised North” and the “agricultural
South.” Prominent in this respect was
the perception in the South that tax
revenues collected there were large-
ly being transferred to strengthen
industrial interests of the North.

The anti-slavery position was
adopted by the North and President
Lincoln only after the Southern
states declared their secession.
Lincoln’s original stance on slavery,
which he displayed a year before the
Civil War, was rather different. He
had said: “I have no purpose to inter-
fere with the institution of slavery
where it exists. I believe I have no
lawful right to do so, and I don’t
intend to.”

There are numerous such exam-
ples from world history which, when
carefully studied outside their nut-
shell versions, often add a deeper
dimension to the end result. Many
such examples are also present in
Pakistan’s history. Take for instance,
the 1974 Second Constitutional
Amendment and the 1986 Article
295-C in the country’s penal code.
The first ousted the Ahmadi commu-
nity from the fold of Islam and the

second introduced the death penal-
ty for those found to have commit-
ted blasphemy.

When explained in a nutshell,
the Second Amendment is elucidat-
ed as the sole doing of the “socialist”
regime of ZA Bhutto. Unlike various
conventional religious groups that
had opposed the creation of Pakistan,
Punjab’s Ahmadi community had
backed Jinnah’s call. They then
became prominent in the country’s
State and Government institutions.

The Iranian-American author
and academic Vali Nasr, in The
Vanguard of Islamic Revolution,
writes that soon after Pakistan’s cre-
ation, radical religious groups in
Punjab often “articulated economic
grievances in Islamic terms.” This
contributed to the 1953 anti-Ahmadi
movement when the provincial
Government, headed by Mumtaz
Daultana, failed to address an eco-
nomic crisis. As a distraction,
Daultana went on to tacitly support
the movement. He was dismissed by
the President after the movement was
crushed by the military.

The 1973 international oil crisis
badly hit world economies and
Pakistan was no exception. Urdu

newspapers of this period are full of
statements by religious parties
expressing economic grievances in
‘Islamic’ terms. Then, an episode in
Rabwah, in which a group of Ahmadi
youth clashed with the student-
wing of Jamaat-i-Islami, suddenly
triggered a brand new anti-Ahmadi
movement in Punjab.

In his 1997 study of the Bhutto
regime, Rafi Raza writes that Bhutto
refused to allow the Opposition to
discuss the issue in the Parliament.
And when violence increased, he
publicly threatened to crush the
protests with the help of the military.

However, with the army already
engaged in fighting an insurgency in
Balochistan, Bhutto demurred. On
the insistence of some of his party’s
members in the Punjab Assembly,
the religious parties were finally
allowed to table a Bill.

In an essay for Political Power
and Social Theory, Sadia Saeed writes
that the 1953 movement had large-
ly been crushed on the insistence of
the military and the bureaucracy but
that, by the 1970s, both had been
weakened and distanced from poli-
tics. She also writes that the pressure
to allow the Opposition to table the

anti-Ahmadi Bill also came from the
Left and liberal quarters. For exam-
ple, Wali Khan’s National Awami
Party did not oppose the Bill, and a
June 7, 1974 editorial in Dawn
explained the Bill as the Opposition’s
“democratic right.”

Now, to Article 295-C. In the
nutshell version of its history, this
Article was introduced by the reac-
tionary General Zia dictatorship. It
is true that this dictatorship intro-
duced various controversial laws in
the name of faith, but the fact is, Zia
was actually not in favour of intro-
ducing the death penalty in this con-
text. 

According to a February 11, 2011
article by Khalid Ahmad in The
Express Tribune, some journalists and
lawyers from Punjab approached the
Federal Shariat Court in 1984, peti-
tioning it to introduce stern laws
against blasphemy. 

On June 8, 1986, some members
of the National Assembly — which
was formed after the 1985 elections
— agreed to table a private Bill that
would include the death penalty for
blasphemy.

The Zia-backed Government of
Mohammad Khan Junejo pre-empt-

ed the move and tabled a Bill that did
not include the death penalty.
However, during a debate, which
included no more than six legislators,
the death sentence was added. As a
last-minute addition, the
Government hastily added “death
penalty or life imprisonment” in the
Bill that was passed.

Upon emotional appeals, espe-
cially by those who had demanded
the death penalty, Zia, as President,
signed the Bill into law in October
1986.

The addition of the words “or life
imprisonment” was challenged by the
same politicians in 1987 in the
Shariat Court. In 1990, the court
ruled that the death penalty alone
should be mandatory for blasphemy.
It asked the then sitting Government
of Nawaz Sharif to remove the words
“or life imprisonment” from the law.
The Government planned to chal-
lenge the decision in the Supreme
Court but since those who had orig-
inally demanded the death penalty
were by then part of Sharif ’s party
and coalition Government (the
Islami Jamhoori Ittehad), the regime
withdrew the challenge.

(Courtsey: Dawn)
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Delhi, one of the world’s most polluted cities,
is in the news again for its worsening air
quality as the Government has been forced

to close schools and declare a health emergency.
The much-loved winter months in other parts of
the country are a nightmare for the residents of
Delhi-NCR as the area gets enveloped in a blan-
ket of toxic haze. 

With the Air Quality Index (AQI) reaching
new levels each year and going as high as 1,200+
(classified ‘Hazardous’) this month, the city is suf-
focating, literally. Apart from coal and construc-
tion dust, vehicular emissions and smoke from
Diwali firecrackers, stubble burning by farmers in
the States of Punjab, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh
(UP) are cited as the primary reason for this cri-
sis.

While the Delhi Government has been try-
ing to bring down pollution levels through its vehi-
cle rationing odd-even scheme and by closing pol-
luting factories and coal-based power plants
among other things, biomass burning is something
it has failed to stop. For this, it needs the cooper-
ation of its neighbouring States and has no con-
trol over the farmers there.

Crop residue burning is a practice where farm-
ers set their entire fields on fire after harvesting the
rice crop, to make way for the next i.e. wheat. The
sowing of rice is timed such that its intense water
needs are met by the monsoon rains in the Indo-
Gangetic plains and the crop is harvested just before
winter starts. However, the result is a whopping
23 million tonnes of paddy residue in the fields that
need to be cleared in a short span of 10 to 20 days,
before the farms are readied for sowing wheat. If
the farmers had more time between crops, they
could have just left this biomass lie in the fields and
let it turn to mulch, which is an excellent fertilis-
er. However, with such a short gap between the two
crops, setting fields afire seems to be the easiest way
to get rid of the stubble. This however severely
degrades the ambient air quality of Delhi-NCR.

Taking cognisance of the consequences of
stubble burning, the Government banned it in June,
imposing fines on those who defied the diktat and
recently the Supreme Court (SC) even pulled up
the chief secretaries of the three neighbouring States
and ordered them to ensure that farmers don’t burn
crop residue anymore. 

Nevertheless, the practice seems to have con-
tinued as growers contend that feasible, affordable
and scalable alternatives are lacking. In an effort
to encourage farmers to find alternatives to burn-
ing the residue, the SC had also directed the three
States to pay �100 per quintal of paddy straw to
growers, but it doesn’t seem to have worked. 

The atmospheric factors at play: People often
wonder how a practice followed a few 100 km from
Delhi-NCR has big implications. Here is the sci-
ence behind this phenomenon. During winter, the
region sees low wind speeds and temperature inver-
sion — an atmospheric phenomenon where the
temperature of the air near the surface is lower than
that of the air higher in the atmosphere. Hence,
when the pollutants from vehicular emissions and
crop burning are released into the air, they are not
dispersed but trapped in the lower layers of the
atmosphere. As a result, the air quality takes a deep
dive. 

“Air pollution in cities like Delhi may
be attributed to the growth of the metro
and the pollutants from sources far away
that get carried to the national Capital
by the moving air or environmental con-
ditions, which are unfavourable for the
dispersion of pollutants,” said Prof Vinoj
V from the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Bhubaneswar, talking
about his study published in 2018. The
study, among other things, had found
that crop burning has been increasing at
an alarming rate of 25 per cent since
2000.

It isn’t Delhi alone that takes the hit;
other tier-2 cities in the region also seem
to be affected by biomass burning for
similar reasons. A 2019 research, which
investigated the source of pollutants in
20 Indian cities other than Delhi, found
that in places like Amritsar, Chandigarh
and Ludhiana, crop residue burning,
along with emissions from power plants
and seasonal dust storms contributed to
about 50-52 per cent of particulate
matter.

In essence, the timing of winter-
related atmospheric phenomena, coupled
with the surge in emissions when the
fields are set on fire, is a perfect pollu-
tion cocktail. 

The health and economic costs of
stubble burning: It is well-known that
inhaling polluted air can lead to severe
health conditions like lung cancer, dia-
betes, cardiovascular diseases, asthma,
bronchitis and dementia. Not just this,
air pollution also adversely affects crop
yields in India. But, what really is the eco-
nomic cost of stubble burning in these
maladies?

A study, published by researchers at
USA’s International Food Policy Research
Institute and Oklahoma State University,
pegs that number at $30 billion, includ-

ing the economic loss and associated
health costs. It found that about 14 per
cent of acute respiratory infections,
recorded in Haryana, Punjab and Delhi
in 2013, could be attributed to stubble
burning. Researchers estimate that liv-
ing in areas where there is intensive crop
burning increases the chance of acute res-
piratory infections three-fold, with chil-
dren under the age of five being the most
affected.

Crippled policies adding to woes:
As most studies have pointed out, a
robust combination of the right policies,
economic incentives and awareness
campaigns are the need of the hour to
curb the “burning” problem of air pol-
lution. Badly-designed policies could
have unintended effects on air quality, as
shown by a research from the
International Maize and Wheat
Improvement Center in India and
Mexico and the Cornell University,
USA. It showed that groundwater con-
servation policies, introduced in 2009 in
Punjab and Haryana, could have con-
tributed to the rise in stubble burning.

Although rice is a lucrative crop for
farmers, it is water-intensive. Hence, the
‘Punjab Preservation of Subsoil Water
Act’ and the ‘Haryana Preservation of
Subsoil Water Act’ banned the transplan-
tation of rice before monsoon to con-
serve groundwater. As the monsoon
arrives in these States in July, the crop is
harvested in early November, forcing
farmers to clear their fields as soon as
possible for wheat sowing. Using satel-
lite data, the study found that prior to
2009, about 40 per cent of rice was har-
vested by late October and this number
declined to 14 per cent after the law was
enforced. The number of fires went up
from 490 per day during late October
prior to 2009, to 681 per day, peaking

around early November. The average
daily PM2.5 concentrations in November
were also found to be 29 per cent high-
er after the groundwater Acts were
passed.

With the clamour for alternatives to
stubble burning increasingly being heard,
science may have solutions, as shown by
a 2019 study. It analysed 10 alternatives
to stubble burning and found that con-
trary to what farmers believed, these
methods were not only environment-
friendly, but also profitable. Among them
is using Happy Seeder, a machine that
can sow wheat despite the presence of
rice straw in the fields. This yielded near-
ly 10-20 per cent increase in profits or
about �11,498 per hectare on an average.
The profits come from lower land
preparation cost and the reuse of the crop
residue, which increases soil moisture
and benefits the long-term health of the
soil.

However, these benefits come at a
cost of  �2.4 billion — necessary to pro-
duce about 16,000 Happy Seeders to cater
to 50 per cent of the rice — wheat cul-
tivation areas. With a meagre subsidy of
�2,000 provided by the Government for
purchasing machines to manage crop
residue, machines like Happy Seeders are
unaffordable to many farmers, leaving
them with no options but to set fields on
fire.

As most of these studies have point-
ed out, with a robust combination of the
right policies, economic incentives and
awareness campaigns, the pressing prob-
lem of managing crop residue can be
addressed. It is about time that policy-
makers took note of such insights and
acted to provide us all with clean air to
breathe — a basic necessity of life. 

(The writer is managing editor at a
science portal)
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Hyderabad:  Alleging that the Telangana Government
was misleading the public and the courts, the agitating
TSRTC employees on Thursday said they were willing
to drop their main demand of merger of the corporation
with the transport department, for time being.

“When talks were held earlier we had indicated that
we were willing to drop some demands. However, the gov-
ernment kept sending messages that the employees were
adamant on their demands. So the JAC decided to tem-
porarily drop the merger demand. Now the Government
should hold discussions on other demands,” Ashwathama
Reddy leader of the RTC unions said. PTI
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BJP on Thursday fielded 13
disqualified  Congress-

JD(S) legislators as its candi-
dates for the December 5
Assembly  by-elections in
Karnataka hours after the
rebels joined the ruling  party
in the State.

The party aiming to win a
majority of the 15seats that will
go for the bypolls announced
a list of 14 candidates with
the nominee for Ranebennur
constituency yet to be 
named.

A day after the Supreme
Court paved the way for them-
to contest the bypolls, as many
as 16 disqualified MLAs on
Thursday joined the BJP at the

party office here.
The disqualified MLAs,

whose rebellion led to the fall of
the Kumaraswamy Government
and the return of the BJP to
power in July, were inducted in
the presence of Chief Minister
BS Yediyurappa, State BJP pres-
ident Nalin Kumar Kateel and
National General Secretary in
charge of Karnataka P
Muralidhar Raoamong 
others.

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday had upheld the
disqualification of 17 Congress-
JD(S) MLAs in Karnataka by
then Assembly Speaker K  R
Ramesh Kumar but allowed
them to contest the bypolls
necessitated  by the action
against them.

The court had set aside the
portion of the Speaker’s order
bywhich the MLAs were dis-
qualified till the end of the-

current Assembly’s  term in
2023.

While, the 13 disqualified
MLAs have been fielded again
from  their respective seats, M
Saravana, a former corporator,
has been  has been given the
ticket from Shivajinagar, deny-
ing it to R Roshan  Baig, a dis-
qualified Congress legislator
from the constituency.

Baig, a seven-time MLA,
has notbeen inducted into the
party, unlike 16 other disqual-
ified legislators who were wel-
comed into the BJP fold.

BJP sources cited “reser-
vations” expressed by party
leadership over Baig, who faced
inquiry in the IMA ponzi scam,
among the reasons for  his non-
induction and denial of

ticket.
Interestingly, Baig, a for-

mer Minister, on Wednesday
had claimed  hewill join BJP
along with the other legislators.

According to sources close
to Baig, he met Chief Minister
and expressed  his displeasure
and also was contemplating
contesting as an independent
candidate after consulting his
supporters.

The other disqualified
Congress MLAs who have been
given ticket by the BJP are:
Mahesh Kumatalli in Athani
constituency, Shrimanthagouda
Patil (Kagwad), Ramesh
Jarkiholi (Gokak), Shivram
Hebbar (Yellapur), B C Patil
(Hirekerur), Anand Singh
(Vijayanagara), K Sudhakar
(Chikkaballapura), Byrati
Basavaraj (K R Puram), S T
Somashekar (Yeshwanthpur)
and MTB Nagaraj (Hoskote).
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Announcingcandidates for
10 of 15 bypoll bound

Assembly constituencies in
Karnataka, JD(S) leader H D
Kumaraswamy on Thursday
said his party cannot be
“neglected” by  Congress and
BJP in the State and defeating
the disqualified MLAs  was his
strategy.

Kumaraswamy, who was
forced to resign as Chief
Minister in  July after the
rebellion by the now 
disqualified MLAs, said the
JD(S)  was facing the 
polls keeping both the nation-
al parties at “equal 
distance”.
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Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro has
accepted Prime Minister Narendra

Modi’s invitation to be the chief  guest at
India’s Republic Day celebrations in 
2020.

Prime Minister Modi met Bolsonaro on
Wednesday on the sidelines  of the 11th
BRICS Summit held here to focus on build-
ing mechanisms  for counter-terrorism coop-
eration and strengthen India’s ties with  the
world’s five major economies.

During his meeting with Bolsonaro,
Prime Minister Modi invited 
the  President of Brazil to be the 
chief guest at the Republic Day in  2020.
Bolsonaro accepted the invitation with
pleasure.
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Thursday lashed out at two
Governors for playing partisan
role and “acting like a BJP
agent.” 

Hitting out at Maharashtra
Governor Bhagat Singh
Koashyari for recommending
President’s Rule in Maharashtra
“defying” constitutional 
provisions and Bengal
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar
for “acting like BJP’s mouth-
piece” the Chief Minister said
federal structure of the coun-
try was in peril.

“I generally do not say
anything on constitutional
posts but there are some peo-
ple who are behaving just like
BJP’s mouthpieces,” she said
pointing out at “what is hap-
pening in my State,” she told
reporters at the State secretari-
at. Without naming anyone
she said, “they (the Governor)
are running parallel adminis-
tration in the State.”

Referring to the constitu-
tional provisions Banerjee said
“both the Central and State
Governments are elected
Governments and both have
their jurisdictions defined. This
the beauty of federal structure.
And the federal structure of the
country must be respected.
(But) there are some people
who are dominating too much.
They are working just like the
BJP’s mouthpieces. They are
even superseding the central
government. And the Centre
must take some decision on
this.”

Attacking the Central
Government Banerjee said
Delhi was yet to release �17,000
crores to West Bengal. She
said, “as the Centre did not
release devolution component
(central tax 42 per cent) till
October, we suffered a loss of

� 640 crores. Moreover, Centre
is supposed to release � 17,000
crores which the state has not
yet received. Economic growth
is so low that every State is suf-
fering.” 

The relation between the
Raj Bhavan and Nabanna (state
secretariat) had been anything
but cordial in Bengal with reg-
ular run-ins between senior
Bengal Ministers and the
Governor.

On the visit of Union
Minister Babul Supriyo at
Namkhana post cyclone Bulbul
Banerjee said “some people
are trying to play politics at this
hour of crisis. They are trying
to cash in on the people’s dis-
tress which will not be allowed.”

The tussle between
Governor and Government
started on September 21 when
the Governor ignoring the
advice of the State administra-
tion went to rescue Babul
Supriyo blockaded by a section
students at Jadavpur University.
Things kept worsening after
that with Dhankhar regularly
taking administrative tours in
districts allegedly ignoring 
federal norms.

Recently he went to a block
office at Singur leading a mas-
sive uproar in the ruling party
circles who questioned his
“unconstitutional demeanour.”
TMC leaders and Ministers
said, “a Governor had no busi-
ness in poking his nose in
administrative issues without
the advice of the State
Government.”

Brasilia/Beijing: India and China have agreed to
hold another meeting on matters relating to the
boundary question after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi met Chinese President Xi Jinping on the side-
lines of the BRICS Summit here, according to an
official statement.

The 21st round of India-China border talks, led
by Special Representatives (SR) National Security
Advisor Ajit Doval and his Chinese counterpart and
Foreign Minister Wang Yi, were held at Chengdu
in China in November last year. 

According to a statement by the Ministry of
External Affairs, Prime Minister Modi and President
Xi “noted that the Special Representatives will have
another meeting on matters relating to the bound-
ary question and reiterated the importance of main-
taining peace and security along the border
areas”. PTI
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin has invited  Prime

Minister Narendra Modi for
the Victory Day celebrations
in  May next year as the two
leaders had an “excellent meet-
ing” during  which they
reviewed the progress made in
the bilateral ties and discussed
ways to further expand the
special strategic partnership.

Modi, who is in Brazil for
the 11th BRICS Summit
which will focus  on building
mechanisms for counter-ter-
rorism cooperation and
strengthen  India’s ties with the
world’s five major economies,
met Putin on  Wednesday on
the sidelines of the meeting
and reviewed the full range  of
India-Russia relations.

“Had an excellent meeting
with President Putin. During
our talks,  we reviewed the full
range of India-Russia relations.
India and Russia  are cooper-
ating extensively in areas such
as trade, security and  culture.
The people of our nations will
benefit due to close bilateral
ties,” Modi said in a tweet.

During the bilateral meet-
ing, the fourth between the two
leaders  this year, prime min-

ister Modi said the “frequent
meetings have strengthened
our relations”.

“Our bilateral relations are
growing. You have invited me
to visit  Russia in May for the
Victory Day celebrations. I am
happily waiting  that I will get
an opportunity to meet you
once again,” the Prime  Minister
said.

Both leaders reviewed the
progress made in the bilateral
relationship  since the Prime
Minister’s visit to Vladivostok
in September.

The two leaders noted with
satisfaction that the USD 25 bil-
lion  target of bilateral trade by
2025 had already been
achieved. They  decided that
the first Bilateral Regional
Forum at the level of Russian
Provinces and Indian States be
held next year to dismantle the
barriers  of trade at regional
level. The two leaders noted
the stability and progress
made in imports  of oil and
natural gas. They also
reviewed the progress made in
the field of infrastructure,
particularly railways in context
of raising the speed of the
Nagpur-Secunderabad sector
railway line.

The leaders also
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Jammu:  Hinting at holding Assembly polls in
Jammu & Kashmir in the near future, Lieutenant
Governor (LG) Girish Chandra Murmu on
Thursday said the election process will begin
soon.

“Election will come. It is a Union territory
with a legislature, it will not continue like this (LG’s
rule),” he said, while addressing a function of the
police department.

“The process for holding the election will
come soon,” Murmu said, speaking at the
Attestation-cum-Passing out Parade of the 14th
batch of Constables, held in the Talwara area of
Reasi district. PTI

Srinagar: Signs of normalcy were visible in Srinagar
as most modes of public transport have started ply-
ing, while markets at some places remained open for
longer hours, officials said on Thursday.

The intra-district connectivity in Srinagar has
been restored as cabs have started plying in several
areas of the city, the officials said.

There are reports of movement of intra-district
cabs and other modes of public transport in most
other district headquarters of the valley as well.

With this, most modes of public transport have
started plying in the valley, especially in the city here,
as inter-district cabs, auto-rickshaws and few mini-
buses were already plying. PTI
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Contesting Amit Shah’s claim that
the BJP had not promised rota-

tional Chief Ministership to his party,
Shiv Sena leader Sanjay Raut on
Thursday charged that Shah had kept
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the
loop about the 50:50 power sharing
agreement reached with his party
president Uddhav Thackeray ahead of
the Lok Sabha polls.

In a hard-hitting response to the
BJP president’s rejection of the Shiv
Sena’s claim about the promise of rota-
tional chief ministership purported-
ly made by the former ahead of the
Lok Sabha polls, Raut said: “The fact
remains that our beloved Amit Shah
had not informed as to what tran-
spired between him and Uddhav
Thackeray at a closed door meeting
ahead of the Lok Sabha polls.  He
should have informed the Prime
Minister about whatever transpired at
a closed door meeting between him
and Uddhavji”.  

“If you (Amit Shah) had recon-
ciled to whatever had been decided
ahead of the Lok Sabha polls and kept
the Prime Minister in the loop, Modiji
would have cognisance of this and we
would have not arrived at such a sit-

uation that we are witnessing today,”
Raut said.

Raut’s remarks came a day after
Shah wanted to know as to why the
Sena had not objected to the repeat-
ed statements by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and him at election
meeting that  Devendra Fadanvis
would be the next Chief Minister if the
saffron alliance returned to power in
the state.   

“At all meetings, Narendra Modiji
used to say Devendra Fadnavis would
be the next chief minister. At all meet-
ings, Uddhav Thackeray also used to
say that the Shiv Sena man would be
the next Chief Minister. When the
alliance was formed between the two
parties, Uddhavji used to say that they
would be 50: 50 sharing of power and
positions. At that time why did Amit
Shah not say that this kind of agree-
ment had not been reached? He
should have taken objection to
Uddhavji’s statement then,” Raut said.

“You (Amit Shah) did not say any
such thing till the Lok Sabha polls.
This issue has come up only after the
State Assembly poll.  We expect and
practise morality in politics. We
expected minimum mortal ethics
(from the BJP),”  the Sena spokesper-
son said.

Raut said that he had not heard
Amit Shah saying that Devendra
Fadnavis would become the next
Chief Minister of Maharashtra. “ I had
not heard Amit Shah say anything in
this regard. I had heard Prime
Minister Narendra Modi saying that
Devendra Fadnavis would become the
next Chief Minister. We did not con-
test Modiji’s statement keeping in
mind his standing and stature of the
Prime Minister and left it like that
thinking that we would deal with it
after the polls,” he said.

Interestingly Raut, while ripping
into Amit Shah,  had good things to
say about Modi.  At one stage, he said:
“After all, we have sought votes in the
name of Modiji Modiji is a tall leader.
We have along respected Modiji and
will continue to do so. After all. he is
the Prime minister, he was a Chief
Minister earlier and a leader. We love
Modiji as much as BJP workers do”.

Alluding to Amit Shah’s statement
that “it is not the BJP’s tradition to dis-
close what transpires in close-door
meetings”, Raut said: “If something is
decided at a closed door meeting but
not implemented later, then things will
definitely come out. Whatever tran-
spired in the closed door meeting
between Amit Shah and Uddhav is not
small thing. It involves the self-
respect of Maharashtra.  For us, it is
like  Pran jaye vachan na jaye. It
involves the future of Maharashtra. If
you say that whatever transpired at the
meeting did not happen, then defi-
nitely this issue will come out”.

Raut said that the Shiv Sena had
not converted politics into a business.
“We are not traders, we are
Maharastrians. This is the land of
Chhatrpati Shivaji, Mahatma Phule,
Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar and Shahu
Maharaj.  Whatever we do comes
from the inspiration of  Chhatrapati
Shivaji The persons whom I referred
to had never indulged in business.
They sacrificed their lives for the
country. For us politics is not busi-
ness,” the Sena leader said, while tak-
ing indirect dig at Shah.

Giving an emotional spin to the
issue,  Raut said: “The venue where
Amit Shah and Uddhavji held talks

was not an ordinary room. It was a
room that belonged to late Balasaheb
once.  It was the same room from
where late Balasaheb championed
the cause of Hindutva and blessed
Modiji on several occasions..... For us,
the venue where the discussion
between Amit Shah and Uddhavji is
not just a room but a temple”

“If someone says  such agreement
had not take place in that room, it is
an insult to that temple and late
Balasaheb. It is also an insult to
Maharashtra as well. We take the
pledge in the name of Balasaheb and
say we do not lie. If you still feel bad
about whatever happened inside the
temple, then please come out and tell
the people what transpired at the
meeting. We have never used lies to
practise politics nor will we do. The
Thackeray family has sacrificed for the
country,” he said.

The stand-off the two saffron
alliance partners should be seen in the
context of what transpired at the meet-
ing  that BJP president Amit shah and
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis
had with Sena chief Uddhav
Thackeray on February 18 this year
when the two parties formalised the
seat-sharing pact for the Lok Sabha
polls. 
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As part of their ongoing
efforts to form a

Government in Maharashtra,
the Shiv Sena Congress and
NCP on Thursday crossed the
first hurdle — of jointly 
preparing a draft of Common
Minimum Programme (CMP)
for a three-party Government
— after detailed tripartite talks
among their leaders.

With the vetting and for-
malisation of the CMP by the
central leaders of the three
parties having become a mere
formality now, the talks on
power-sharing arrangement
among the leaders of Shiv
Sena, Congress and NCP may
begin from Friday.

In another major develop-
ment, the Congress and NCP
are understood to have agreed
in principle to give the Cchief
Minister’s post to the Shiv
Sena which won as many as 56
seats as against 54 and 44 seats
bagged by the NCP and
Congress respectively in the
State Assembly.  

It remains to be seen if the
NCP will share the post with

the Sena for a period of two
and a half years and the
Congress will in lieu get the
deputy Chief Minister’s post for
the entire five years’ period, as
is being speculated.     

Though the three parties
are coming out in the open, the
senior leaders of the Shiv Sena,
NCP and Congress are 
developing the contours of the
proposed three-party
Government which may take
full shape by the week end.
“The power-sharing formula
will comprise CMP and the dis-
tribution of ministerial port-
folios among the three parties,”
a senior Congress leader 
said.   

The rapid pace in which
the three parties are moving
should be light of a request
reportedly made by the Shiv
Sena leadership to wrap up all
the nitty-gritties before the
Saturday evening so that it
Sena can submit the letters of
support received from the
Congress and NCP to
Maharashtra Governor Bhagat
Singh Koshyari on the death
anniversary of late Bal
Thackeray on November 17.
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Ahead of the pilgrimage sea-
son at the Lord Ayyappa

shrine commencing on
November 17, the focus has
now shifted to the LDF gov-
ernment in Kerala over allow-
ing women in the 10-50 age
group to offer prayers as the
Supreme Court has decided to
keep pending the pleas seeking
review of its verdict.

The left Government
would consult legal experts to
get more clarity on the Supreme
Court’s Sabarimala verdict but
it seems that the earlier order on
allowing entry of women of all
age groups still stands, Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan said.

Vijayan, who met the media
here to explain the government
stand in the backdrop of the
apex court’s decision to refer the
case to a larger bench, said the

state government was always
ready to implement the court
order, whatsoever it may be.

The top court has decided
to set up a larger bench to re-
examine religious issues includ-
ing those arising out of its ear-
lier verdict that lifted a cen-
turies-old ban on women of
menstruating age visiting the
shrine.

Asked if women will be pro-
vided security to enter the
shrine, Vijayan said such things
can only be decided after clear-
ing “certain doubts and confu-
sions” in the order.

Ahead of the pilgrimage
season commencing on
November 17, Vijayan said “It
seems like the September 28,
2018, order still stands.
However, there are certain con-
fusions with regard to today’s
order. The court ordered for a
seven-judge bench to consider
various gender related issues.It
had kept pending the review
petitions on Sabarimala. We
need to get more clarity on var-
ious matters,” he said.
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The left Government
would consult legal

experts to get more clari-
ty on the Supreme Court’s
Sabarimala verdict but it
seems that the earlier
order on allowing entry of
women of all age groups still
stands, Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan said on Thursday.

Vijayan, who met the
media here to explain the gov-
ernment stand in the backdrop
of the apex court’s decision to
refer the case to a larger bench,
said the State Government was
always ready to implement the
court order, whatsoever it may
be. The top court has decided
to set up a larger bench to re-
examine religious issues includ-
ing those arising out of its ear-
lier verdict that lifted a cen-
turies-old ban on women of
menstruating age visiting the
shrine.

Asked if women will be
provided security to enter the
shrine, Vijayan said such things
can only be decided after clear-
ing “certain doubts and confu-
sions” in the order.

Ahead of the pilgrimage
season commencing on
November 17, Vijayan said “It
seems like the September 28,
2018, order still stands. 

However, there are certain
confusions with regard to
today’s order. The court ordered
for a seven-judge bench to con-
sider various gender related
issues.It had kept pending the
review petitions on Sabarimala.
We need to get more clarity on
various matters,” he said.

Nagpur: Welcoming the
Supreme Court’s decision to
refer Sabarimala case to a larg-
er bench, the RSS on Thursday
said the restrictions  on
women’s entry in the famous
Kerala shrine have nothing to
do with  gender discrimination.

Arun Kumar, Akhil
Bhartiya Prachar Pramukh of
the RSS, said on the  organisa-
tion’s Twitter handle that “mat-
ters related to traditions  and
customs are issues of faith and
belief ”.

“We welcome the Supreme
Court decision to accept the
review Petition  and refer the
matter to a larger Constitutional
Bench,” he tweeted. “Matters
related to traditions and cus-
toms are issues of faith and
belief. Restriction of women
belonging to a particular age-
group to the Sabarimala shrine
has nothing to (do) with gen-
der inequality or discrimina-
tion, and that is strictly based
on the speciality of the deity,”
the senior RSS leader said. PTI 

Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh Shia Central Waqf
Board chairman Wasim Rizvi on Thursday
announced he is donating � 51,000 for the
construction of a Ram temple in Ayodhya.

Rizvi said the Board favoured the 
construction of a Ram temple in Ayodhya
and the Supreme Court judgment on the
decades-old issue is the “best verdict” that
could have been possible.

In a unanimous verdict, the Supreme
Court last week cleared the way for the con-
struction of a Ram temple at the disputed
site in Ayodhya and directed the Centre to
allot a separate five-acre plot to the Sunni
Waqf Board to build a mosque. “Now prepa-
rations are on for the construction of a grand
temple at the Ram Janmasthan,” Rizvi 
said. PTI

Ayodhya: Ahead of the All India Muslim Personal  Law
Board’s meeting to decide whether to seek a review
of the Supreme Court verdict in the Ayodhya case, the
main litigant Iqbal Ansari  has said he does not wish
to be a party to that and the Board can do whatever
it wants. He also said he has “not received any com-
munication” from the AIMPLB  about its meeting.

Ansari, 53, along with several other local Muslim
leaders had recently  said the five acres of land to be
allocated for building a mosque  as per the landmark
verdict in the Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid dis-
pute  should be within the 67 acres of land acquired
by the Government in Ayodhya.

“I know the Muslim Board (AIMPLB) is holding
a meeting on Sunday to take a decision on seeking a
review of the Supreme Court judgement. I have not
received any communication in this connection,” he
said. PTI
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After cutting India’s sover-
eign ratings recently,

Moody’s Investor Services on
Thursday also cut India’s
growth forecast to 5.6 per cent
for the calendar year 2019 for
reasons of subdued consumer
demand, along with sluggish
liquidity supply.

The US ratings multina-
tional revised downwards its
growth forecast for India to 5.6
per cent in 2019, from 7.4 per
cent in 2018.

“We expect economic activ-
ity to pick up in 2020 and 2021
to 6.6 per cent and 6.7 per cent,
respectively, but the pace to
remain lower than in the recent
past,” Moody’s said in Global
Macro Outlook 2020-21.

“India’s economic 
growth has decelerated since
mid-2018, with real GDP
growth slipping from nearly 8
per cent to 5 per cent in the sec-
ond quarter of 2019 and job-
lessness rising.”

In the current slowdown
consumption demand has
“cooled” notably, the ratings
agency said.

Besides, the agency noted
the government’s measures like
the cut in the corporate tax rate,
bank recapitalisation, support
for the auto sector and plans for
infrastructure spending, among
others, to arrest the growth
slowdown.

“However, none of these
measures directly address the
widespread weakness in con-
sumption demand, which has

been the chief driver of the
economy,” Moody’s Outlook
report said.

On monetary policy, the
ratings agency said that more
rate cuts are “likely” on 
the back of benign domestic
inflationary pressures and sub-
dued oil prices. 

However, transmission of
lending rates continues to be
hindered by the “credit
squeeze” caused by disruption
in the non-bank financial sec-
tor, it said.

“While our baseline fore-
casts assume that economic
momentum will pick up, there
are risks to the downside. Slow
employment growth is weigh-
ing on consumption,” the
Outlook report said.

“The interest rate cutting
cycle is not adequately being
transmitted, which 
is hampering investment as
companies’ borrowing costs
remain elevated.”

Last week, Moody’s had
changed the outlook on India’s
sovereign ratings to negative
from stable and affirmed the
Baa2 foreign-currency 
and local currency long-term
issuer ratings.

Moody’s had also affirmed
India’s Baa2 local-currency
senior unsecured rating and its
P-2 other short-term local-
currency rating.

India’s credit rating at Baa2
is the second lowest investment
rating and Moody’s has warned
that India could be heading
towards a debt trap and reces-
sionary phase.
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The Government has eased KYC norms for
migrants to open bank account by allowing them

to give a self-declared local address as sufficient proof
of residence in case it is different from one mentioned
in Aadhaar document.

Migrants face difficulties in having proof of res-
idence as address on  Aadhaar is different from their
current location.

The Department of Revenue on Thursday said its
notification is with regard to easing of Aadhaar KYC
use for opening of the bank account for the conve-
nience of people who often migrate from place to place
for jobs or any other reason.

The changes were made by amending the
Prevention of Money-laundering (Maintenance of
Records) Rules, as per a gazette notification issued
on Wednesday.

This amendment has been issued to allow peo-
ple who have used Aadhaar KYC to open bank
account and want to give an address different from
the address in Aadhaar as current address on a self-
declaration basis. “The amended PMLR applies only
to Aadhaar KYC purposes for opening of bank
account and not for the change of Address in
Aadhaar card. 
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In a relief to taxpayers, the
Government on Thursday extend-

ed the due dates for filing GST annu-
al returns for 2017-18 to December
31 and for the financial year 2018-
19, to March 31 next year.

The dates for filing the recon-
ciliation statement has also been
extended accordingly.

In another relief, it has also
decided to simplify the two GST
forms by making various fields of
these forms as optional, the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) said in a statement.

“The Government has decided
today (Thursday) to extend the due
dates of filing of Form 
GSTR-9 (Annual Return) and Form
GSTR-9C (Reconciliation Statement)
for 2017-18 to December 31, 2019
and for 2018-19 to March 2020,” 
it said.

The earlier deadline for filing of
GSTR-9 and GSTR-9C for 2017-18
was November 30, 2019, while that

for 2018-19 was December 31, 2019.
Notifications regarding the

extension of the dates 
have been issued. 

The CBIC in the revenue depart-
ment has also notified the amend-
ments regarding the simplification of
the annual return and reconciliation
statement forms.

A reconciliation statement allow
taxpayers to not provide split of input
tax credit availed on inputs, input ser-
vices and capital goods for 2017-18
and 2018-19. 

CBIC added it is expected that
with the simplifications in the two
forms and the extension of deadlines,
“all the GST taxpayers 
would be able to file their annual
returns along with reconciliation
statement in time”.

Various representations regard-
ing challenges faced by taxpayers in
filing of GSTR-9 and GSTR-9C were
received on which by the
Government has “acted in a very
responsive manner”, the CBIC state-
ment added.
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Hit hard by the unpaid
statutory dues, telecom

operator Vodafone Idea on
Thursday posted a colossal
�50,921 crore loss for the sec-
ond quarter ended September
30, and said it is in the process
of filing a review petition on the
adjusted gross revenue matter.

This is the highest ever
quarterly loss posted 
by any Indian company in
recent memory. 

Vodafone Idea said its abil-
ity to continue as going con-

cern is dependent on obtaining
relief from the government
and positive outcome of the
proposed legal remedy.

The SC order on Adjusted
Gross Revenue (AGR) matter
“has significant financial impli-
cations for the industry”, VIL
said in a statement. Its total loss
stood at �50,921 crore in
September quarter, against
�4,874 crore loss in the year-
ago period. 

Its revenue rose 42 per
cent to �11,146.4 crore during
the second quarter this year.

The company has estimat-

ed liability of �44,150 crore post
the apex court order, and made
provision of �25,680 crore in
the second quarter this fiscal.

Airtel, Vodafone Idea and
other telecom operators have to
pay the Government a whop-
ping �1.4 lakh crore following
the recent Supreme Court
order that has sent shock waves
through the industry which is
already grappling with losses
and billions of dollars in debt. 

The Supreme Court, last
month, upheld Government’s
position on including revenue
from non-telecommunication

businesses in calculating the
annual AGR of telecom com-
panies, a share of which is paid
as licence and spectrum fee to
the exchequer.

As per latest estimates by
the telecom department, Bharti
Airtel faces a liability of around
�62,187 crore (including share
of Tata Group of companies
and Telenor India), while
Vodafone Idea may have to pay
about �54,184 crore. 

The remaining liability is
with state-owned BSNL/MTNL
and some of the shut/bankrupt
telecom companies. 
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Telecom operator Bharti
Airtel on Thursday posted

a staggering �23,045 crore net
loss for the second quarter
ended September 30, due to
provisioning of �28,450 crore
in the aftermath of the Supreme
Court ruling on statutory dues.

The Sunil Mittal-led com-
pany said the apex court judge-
ment — which had upheld gov-
ernment’s way of calculating
revenue of telcos (on which
statutory liabilities like licence

fee and spec-
trum usage
charges are
computed) —
has “signifi-
cant financial
implication
for the com-
pany”. Last

month, Bharti Airtel had post-
poned the release of its full Q2
earnings to November citing
the uncertainty in the sector in
the wake of the court ruling on
definition of telecom revenues.

Airtel’s colossal net loss
for just-ended September quar-
ter was on account of excep-
tional charge pertaining to
provisioning of �28,450 crore
towards the AGR dues, that
included principle of �6,164
crore, interest of �12,219 
crore, penalty of �3,760 crore,
and interest on penalty of
�6,307 crore.

Announcing its Q2 earn-
ings scorecard, Airtel said its
consolidated net loss before
exceptional items (the one time
charge) for the quarter was
�1,123 crore, and that the net
Loss (after exceptional items)
was �23,045 crore.
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New Delhi: Amid ongoing
feud between the airline’s pro-
moters, IndiGo CEO Ronojoy
Dutta on Thursday said there
is “zero impact” on the carrier
right now as they are on the
same page over the airline’s
strategic direction.

Differences between co-
founders and co-promoters —
Rakesh Gangwal and Rahul
Bhatia — came to fore in July
after Gangwal sought market
regulator Sebi’s intervention to
address alleged corporate gov-
ernance lapses at the company.

They are promoters of
InterGlobe Aviation which oper-
ates IndiGo, country’s largest air-
line in terms of domestic mar-
ket share. About feud, Dutta said
as far as the airline is concerned,
it was only directly involved in
Related Party Transactions.PTI
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New Delhi: The Income Tax
Department has detected
alleged irregularities to the
tune of �735 crore after it con-
ducted searches on civil con-
tractors who work for the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC), the CBDT
said on Thursday.

The search and survey
operation was started at 44
locations in Mumbai and Surat
on November 6, on entry
providers and beneficiaries
who have been engaged in
execution of civil contracts
mainly in BMC, it said.

The Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT) is the pol-
icy-making body for the tax
department. “There were
reports that certain contractors
had taken entries in the form
of loans among others from
entry providers and 
also inflated expenses in the
books of accounts to suppress
income. PTI
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The Government has so far
mopped up �6 lakh crore or

less than 50 per cent of the total
tax collection target of �13.35
lakh crore for the current fiscal,
a senior official said. 

Efforts are being made to
achieve the target set in the
Budget, Central Board of
Direct Taxes Chairman P C
Mody said after inauguration of
the Taxpayers Lounge at
Pragati Maidan here.

“During the beginning of
the year, we were given the tax
collection (target) of �13.35

lakh crore. Of this, we have
already collected �6 lakh crore
so far,” he said.

Refunds due to the tax
payers are done swiftly, he
said, adding the refunds have
gone up 20 per cent compared
to the last fiscal.

“Efforts are made towards
tax collection and I have full
confidence that we will reach
the target set in the Budget,”
Mody said. He also said the tax
payer services is one of the
focus area of CBDT. Keeping
this in mind, a member has
been appointed for tax payer
services.
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World champion P V Sindhu
exited the $400,000 Hong

Kong Open in the pre-quarterfinals
but Kidambi Srikanth made the
quarters for the first time in seven
months after claiming a thrilling win
in men’s singles here on Thursday.

It was also curtains for H S
Prannoy and Parupalli Kashyap
after they suffered contrasting loss-
es in the second round.

World number 6 Sindhu went
down 18-21, 21-11, 16-21 to world
number 18 Busanan
Ongbamrungphan of Thailand in 69

minutes to continue her recent dis-
mal run in international circuit. It
was Sindhu’s first loss to the Thailand
player in 11 meetings.

Earlier, former world number 1
Srikanth, who slipped to the 13th
spot in the latest BWF rankings this
week, emerged as the only Indian
survivor after notching up a 21-11,
15-21, 21-19 win over compatriot
Sourabh Verma in the men’s singles
second round. Srikanth had last

reached the quarter-finals at the
Singapore Open in April. The
Guntur shuttler, who received a
first-round bye from world number
1 Kento Momota of Japan, will face
Olympic champion Chen Long of
China next.

Earlier, H S Prannoy suffered a
12-21, 19-21 loss to sixth seed
Indonesian Jonatan Christie in the
second round.

Former Commonwealth Games

champion Kashyap played his heart
out before going down narrowly to
world number 2 Chou Tien Chen of
Chinese Taipei 21-12, 21-23, 10-21
in a match that lasted exactly an
hour.

In other results, fourth seeded
Japanese pair of Arisa Higashino and
Yuta Watanabe the beat Indian pair
of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Ashwini Ponnappa 21-19, 21-12 in
42 minutes in the mixed doubles.
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Swedish star Zlatan
Ibrahimovic confirmed his

departure from the Los Angeles
Galaxy on Wednesday, but gave
no clue over his future plans or
possible retirement.

The 38-year-old striker’s
departure from the Galaxy had
been widely expected following
the club’s elimination from the
Major League Soccer playoffs last
month.

Ibrahimovic, who joined the
Galaxy in the opening months of
the 2018 campaign, announced
the end of his Californian
sojourn in a characteristical-
ly enigmatic post on Twitter.

“I came, I saw, I con-
quered. Thank you
@lagalaxy for making me
feel alive again,”
Ibrahimovic wrote. “To
the Galaxy fans —
you wanted Zlatan, I
gave you Zlatan. You
are welcome.

“The story continues...Now
go back to watch baseball.”

The Galaxy said in a brief
statement the club had part-
ed company with
Ibrahimovic by mutual
agreement.

“We would like to thank

Zlatan for his contributions to the
LA Galaxy and Major League
Soccer,” said LA Galaxy President
Chris Klein.

“Since his arrival in
2018, Zlatan has positively
influenced the sport of soc-

cer in Los Angeles. We are
grateful for his work ethic and
passion. We thank Zlatan for
his professionalism and
immeasurable impact on the
Los Angeles community and
the soccer community in

North America as a whole.”
Ibrahimovic has been

strongly linked with a return to
Italian club AC Milan, where he
played for two seasons between
2010 and 2012, scoring 42 goals
in 61 league appearances.

Although Ibrahimovic was
unable to help Los Angeles
Galaxy return to the pinnacle of
Major League Soccer, the Swede
has been one of the most success-
ful foreign players ever to grace
the league, scoring 53 goals in 56
regular season appearances.
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US men’s doubles duo Bob Bryan and Mike
Bryan said on Wednesday they will retire

at the end of the 2020 season, bringing the cur-
tain down on one of the most successful pair-
ings in tennis history.

The 41-year-old twins said in a statement
they planned to hang up their racquets after tak-
ing part in next year’s US Open, where they made
their Grand Slam championship debut in 1995.

Since that first Slam appearance, the Bryans
have racked up a record 118 trophies including
16 Grand Slam doubles titles. They also won
Olympic Gold at the 2012 London Games.

Bob Bryan said the duo had opted to end
their 2019 season after the US Open in order to
remain fresh for next year.

“We decided that it would be best to rest our
minds and strengthen our bodies in preparation
for 2020 which will be our final season on the
ATP Tour,” Bob Bryan said in a statement.

“It has truly been a magical ride,” he added.
“However, we want to end this great ride while
we’re healthy and we can still compete for titles.”

At their peak, the Bryans were a formida-
ble doubles duo, rising to No 1 in the rankings
for the first time in 2003.

They spent a total of 438 weeks at the top
of the rankings and ended 10 seasons as the No
1 team. 
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India on Thursday picked an unprecedent-
ed eight-member Davis Cup squad for the

tie against Pakistan, including most of the
top stars who refused to travel to Islamabad
along with those who made themselves
available irrespective of the venue.

Seasoned veteran Leander Paes returned
to the Indian team after more than a year
along with top players Sumit Nagal,
Ramkumar Ramanathan, Sasi Kumar
Mukund and Rohan Bopanna for the tie to
be held at a yet-to-be-finalised neutral venue
on November 29 and 30.

Nagal, Bopanna, Ramanathan and
Mukund had reservations about travelling
to Pakistan due to security concerns, the
basis of the International Tennis Federation’s
decision to change the venue.

“It’s a special case this time. We do not
pick such a big travel party but we did not
want the players who were ready to go
Pakistan, to feel left out. So we had to cre-
ate a balance,” Zeeshan Ali, who is on the
selection panel and is also the India coach
said.

In the squad announced by the All India
Tennis Association (AITA) selection com-
mittee, Jeevan Nedunchezhiyan, Saketh
Myneni and Siddharth Rawat also found a
place in the team. All these players were will-
ing travel to Islamabad when the others had
refused.

AITA usually names five-member main
squads along with one or two reserve play-
ers.

While the ITF is still considering the
Pakistan Tennis Federation’s appeal against
the decision to shift the tie out of Islamabad,
AITA has gone ahead with the team selec-
tion.

“We wanted the players to be mentally
ready. They can make their respective
schedules now. We did not want them to
wait more to know if they will be picked or
not. Irrespective of the venue, only these
players will be a part of the tie, wherever it
is played,” said non-playing captain Rohit
Rajpal.

“Not all of them would get to play but
at least the new players will get a feel of what
it is like being on the Indian Davis Cup
squad. It will be a kind of experience for the
new generation players like Rawat. We have
to prepare the next rung,” added Rajpal.

It has been learnt, that the ITF will stick
with its decision to have the tie at a neutral
venue. The world body is expected to
announce its final decision by November 18.

In the absence of top player Prajnesh
Gunneswaran, India’s singles challenge will
be led by the in-form Nagal (ranked 127)
and Ramanathan (190). Mukund (250)
and Myneni (267) will be the back-up sin-
gles players.

Perhaps for the first time, the squad has
three doubles specialists in Bopanna, Paes
and Nedunchezhiyan.

Divij Sharan and Prajnesh, who were
part of the five-member squad, which was
announced earlier when the tie was to be
held on September 14 and 15 are now
unavailable for personal reasons.

While Sharan is taking a two-week
break after his wedding reception on
November 23, Prajnesh is getting married
on November 28, a day before the start of
the tie.
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Indian wrestling superstar Ritu
Phogat is set to make her profes-

sional mixed martial arts debut
when she takes on Korea’s Nam Hee
Kim in an atomweight contest. The
pair faced-off on Thursday at an
open workout and are scheduled to
meet in the One Championship
ring at One: Age Of Dragons, which
takes place on 16 November, at the
Cadillac Arena in Beijing, China.

Ahead of her first foray into the
mixed martial arts arena, the 25-
year-old details how she envisions
her path unfolding in a new sport,
her ultimate goal, and how she
plans to accomplish the mission
she has set for herself.

“No question, I want to become
a mixed martial  arts World
Champion, and everything I’m doing

now is preparing me for that,” said
Phogat. “I made the decision to jump
into this with my full heart and will.
My goal is to become the first
Indian woman to win a mixed mar-
tial arts World Championship. I
believe I’m in a great position to rep-
resent my country and I want to
inspire as many women as I can. It’s
an honor.”

Phogat is already an accom-
plished athlete, having garnered
multiple accolades throughout her
competit ion career.  She is  a
Commonwealth Wrest ling
Championships Gold Medallist,
World U23 Wrestling World
Championships Silver Medallist,
Asian Wrestling Championships
Bronze Medallist, and multiple-time
Indian National  Wrestl ing
Champion. 

Already a recognizable face in
her home country, Phogat now
enters the international arena. 

She looks to make her presence
known. “One of my goals is to bring
honor to Indian martial arts. I think
it’s really important that we celebrate
my country’s culture and history and
I really hope I can represent that well
on the global stage,” said Phogat. “I
have big plans, but first, I have to

take care of business against an
opponent who wants to spoil the
party. I’ve prepared well for this, but
this is my first time, and we’ll have
to see where I’m at after this fight.”

Ritu Phogat will make her pro-
fessional mixed martial arts debut
tomorrow and how she performs
against her opponent, Nam Hee
Kim, will be a great indicator as to
how far she has yet to climb the
mountain until she reaches the top.
Reaching the pinnacle of the sport
is something she is completely
focused on. For Phogat, it’s only a
matter of time. “I’m in no rush.

I’m young, I’m strong, and I’m
hungry,” Phogat concluded. “Give me
a few fights, let me get a feel for this
and I’ll be contending for a World
Title soon. I promise my fans I’ll give
them something to cheer about. I
want to make my country proud.”
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India escaped with a 1-1 draw after an
injury-time goal saved them the blush-
es against lower-ranked Afghanistan in

their FIFA World Cup Qualifier match here
on Thursday.

The result meant the 106-ranked India
remained winless in their qualifying cam-
paign so far.

When the visitors seemed headed for
their second defeat, substitute Seiminlen
Doungel (90+3) provided India with a life-
line, outjumping his markers to head one
into the far post.

Afghanistan had taken the lead through
Zelfagar Nazary's strike (45+1), putting
India on the backfoot.

India remained at the fourth position
in Group E with three points from four

matches, while Afghanistan continued to
be on the third with four points.

Starting the away game, being played
in extremely cold conditions at the Central
Republican Stadium, on a bright note, India
conceded a goal in the first half 's injury time
(45+1).

Afghanistan went into lead after a fine
move saw David Najem play a square ball
to Zelfagar Nazary at the centre of the box,
and the mid-fielder's attempt breached the
Indian defence before finding the back of
the net.

It wasn't really a home match for
Afghanistan either, but wins here against
Cambodia and B’desh, followed by draws
with Tajikistan and Jordan have given them
much-needed confidence ahead of the clash
against Igor Stimac's 106-ranked India.

And the 149-ranked Afghanistan car-

ried that confidence into the game on a
chilly evening when the temperature
dropped to nine degree celsius.

The hosts looked the better of the two
sides in the first half and the goal, in the
added time of first session, was not inap-
propriate.

On and off, Afghanistan managed to
put pressure on the Indian defence manned
by Mandar Rao Desai, Adil Khan, Rahul
Bheke and Pritam Kotal. With their enter-
prise, the likes of striker Ahmad Omran and
mid-fielder Faysal Shayesteh kept India on
their toes, forcing Bheke and Adil to make
a few clearances in the first quarter.

India looked to take on the opposition
but they could not create any clear chances,
and the couple of half chances in the open-
ing minutes failed to test the Afghan cus-
todian.

There was a change straightaway for
India after the break as Stimac substituted
Mandar with Farukh Choudhary.

The visitors showed urgency and
looked desperate for an equaliser. They had
a chance in the 58th minute but skipper
Sunil Chhetri's header off a cross from right
back Pritam Kotal was saved by Azizi. At
the other end, Gurpreet Singh Sandhu made
a diving save.

While he will be disappointed to end
the match in a stalemate, Stimac's decision
to bring in Doungel in place of Kotal paid
dividends.

Stimac made three changes to the line-
up that drew against Bangladesh last
month, starting with Kotal, Brandon
Fernandes and and Pronay Halder in place
of Anas Edathodika, Anirudh Thapa and
Manvir Singh. 
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�0���0� A Grigor Dimitrov-
led Bulgaria was among the
final six teams announced on
Thursday for the ATP Cup in
Australia.

Chile, Poland, Uruguay,
Moldova and Norway were the
other countries to make the
grade, based on the ranking of
their number one singles play-
er at the second entry deadline
of November 13.

The rest of the 24-nation
field was announced in Sept,
although Switzerland later
pulled out after Roger Federer
opted to skip the tournament.
The field will be split into six
groups across Sydney,
Brisbane and Perth.

As the highest-qualifying
country at the second dead-
line, Bulgaria replace the Swiss
and join Belgium and the
Andy Murray-led Great
Britain in Group C in Sydney.
The championship takes place
from January 3-12 in the lead-
up to the year’s first Grand
Slam, the Australian Open in
Melbourne.

Eight teams — with up to
five players each — will
emerge from the round-robin
stage to compete in the knock-
out phase in Sydney until one
is left standing with ties com-
prising two singles and one
doubles match. PTI
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Stefanos Tsitsipas coasted
past defending champion

Alexander Zverev in straight
sets to advance to the last four
of the ATP Finals on
Wednesday after Rafael Nadal
came back from the dead to
keep his title hopes alive.

The Greek tyro, 21, broke
his big-serving German oppo-
nent three times in the Group
Andre Agassi match to seal a 6-
3, 6-2 win at London’s O2
Arena.

The straightforward victo-
ry, which took Tsitsipas’s head-
to-head record against Zverev
to 4-1, was in sharp contrast to
the earlier match, in which
Nadal produced an astonishing
comeback to beat Daniil
Medvedev.

The Spanish top seed was
on the brink of defeat when fac-
ing a match point at 5-1 down
in the deciding set but stormed
back to win 6-7 (3/7), 6-3, 7-6
(7/4).

“Today is one of those days
that one out of 1,000 you win
and it happened today,” said a
delighted Nadal.

The 19-time Grand Slam
champion, who also beat
Medvedev in the US Open
final, said earning a break back
in the deciding set had infused
him with confidence.

Both players were under
intense pressure after losing
their opening round-robin
matches on Monday.
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Former Arsenal star Thierry Henry
was Thursday appointed coach at

MLS franchise Montreal Impact on a
two-year contract as he gets a new
chance of management after a disastrous
spell at Monaco.

"Welcome to Montreal
@ThierryHenry!" the Major League
Soccer (MLS) club tweeted.

Henry, whose baptism by fire as a
manager ended in his firing by French
club Monaco in January, will coach
Impact for a minimum of two seasons.

"Henry signed a two-year deal,
with an option for 2022," the club said
on its website.

Henry, 42, who helped France win
the World Cup in 1998, is familiar with
the MLS, having played from 2010 to
2014 with the New York Red Bulls.

He scored 51 goals and had 42
assists in 122 games with the club.

"It's an honour to coach the
Montreal Impact and return to MLS,"
said Henry. "It's a league I know well,
in which I had some very nice moments.

"I've always kept an eye on the club
and now I'm here."

Henry becomes the seventh coach
of the Montreal Impact in just eight
years, succeeding Colombian Wilmer
Cabrera, who was acting coach for two
months after the dismissal in August of
French coach Remi Garde after 10
months in charge.

Henry made his name as a world-
class player at Arsenal where he scored
228 goals in 377 appearances, making
him the English club's record goalscor-
er.

After winning the World Cup on
home soil in 1998, he played in three
further World Cups in 2002, 2006 and
2010.

He is also France's all-time leading
scorer with 51 goals in 123 games, in
front of Michel Platini.
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Cameron Bancroft and Joe
Burns got the nod on

Thursday for Australia’s Test
squad to face Pakistan, with
Usman Khawaja and Marcus
Harris axed after flopping dur-
ing the Ashes series against
England.

Bowling allrounder
Michael Neser was also includ-
ed as a back-up to the formi-
dable pace attack of Josh
Hazelwood, Pat Cummins,
Mitchell Starc and James
Pattinson.

Bancroft was only rushed
into the Australia A team at the
last minute this week when Nic
Maddinson pulled out to deal
with mental health issues.

But he made the most of
his opportunity, top-scoring
with 49 in their first innings
total of 122 all out to put him-
self in the reckoning after fail-
ing to make an impact in the
Ashes.

He is one of three special-
ist openers, along with Burns

and Warner, but is more likely
to play down the order if
selected for the two Tests start-
ing in Brisbane next week, fol-
lowed by a day-night clash in
Adelaide.

Burns was unlucky to be
overlooked for the Ashes hav-
ing scored a century in the last
Test he played against Sri Lanka
in February.

National selector Trevor
Hohns suggested he would
open with Warner, pointing out
that “he has Test hundreds on
the board and has combined
very well with David in the
past”.

Harris and Khawaja miss
out after failing to impress in
England or in the Australia A
match, which was seen as a
“bat-off” for the Test slots up
for grabs.

Middle-order batsman
Travis Head, who was dropped
for the last Ashes Test, was
given another chance after
young prodigy Will Pucovski,
pulled out of contention citing
his “mental wellbeing”.

Hohns said Neser was
included due to “his ability
move the ball both ways, giv-
ing the team another bowling
option depending on the con-
ditions”.

Asutralia Test squad: Tim
Paine (capt), Cameron
Bancroft, Joe Burns, Pat
Cummins, Josh Hazlewood,
Travis Head, Marnus
Labuschagne, Nathan Lyon,
Michael Neser, James
Pattinson, Steve Smith, Mitchell
Starc, Matthew Wade, David
Warner.
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Rajasthan Royals on Thursday
traded their most-capped play-

er Ajinkya Rahane to Delhi
Capitals in exchange of leg-spinner
Mayank Markande and bowling
all-rounder Rahul Tewatia.

Rahane, who captained Royals
in 24 of his 100 IPL games between
2011 and 2019, was also their top
run-getter having scored 2810
runs at an average of 34.26 and
strike rate of 122.65.

India’s Test vice-captain also
scored two centuries for the Royals
besides 17 half-centuries.

The trade announcement
came on the final day of the IPL
players’ transfer window.

“Ajinkya Rahane will now
move to Delhi Capitals following
a successful trade,” read an IPL

statement.
The 31-year-old, who has a

price tag of �4 crore, last played a
T20 for India in August 2016 and
an ODI in February 2018.

In exchange of Rahane,
Markande and Tewatia were trad-
ed to the Royals. After the 12th IPL
edition, Markande was traded to
Delhi Capitals by Mumbai Indians.
The leggie made a name for him-
self while playing for the Mumbai
Indians following which he also got
to play a T20 for India.

Tewatia will return to Royals
after beginning his IPL career
with them in 2014, when he was
bought for �10 lakhs. 

The arrival of Rahane means
an addition to the Indian stars in
Capitals who already boast of
Shikhar Dhawan, Rishabh Pant
and Shreyas Iyer.
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Test cricket will return to
Pakistan after more than a

decade with Sri Lanka on
Thursday agreeing to a two-
match series in December,
which will be a part of the tra-
ditional format’s ongoing
World Championship.

Sri Lanka played a bilater-
al One Day Intetrnational and
Twenty20 International series
in Pakistan in September-
October earlier this year
despite 10 of its top players,
including ODI captain
Dimuth Karunaratne and
Twenty20 skipper Lasith

Malinga, opting out due to
security concerns.

The upcoming series’ first
Test will be played in
Rawalpindi from December
11-15, while the second Test
will be held in Karachi from
December 19-23.

“This is a fabulous news
for Pakistan cricket and its rep-
utation of being as safe and
secure as any other country in
the world. We are thankful to
Sri Lanka Cricket for agreeing
to send their team for the
longer version of the game,”
PCB Director (International
Cricket) Zakir Khan said in a
statement.

Khan said the confirma-
tion will contribute in the
PCB’s efforts towards ensuring
a regular resumption of inter-
national cricket in the coun-
try. Incidentally, Sri Lanka
was also the last team to play
Test cricket in Pakistan, back
in 2009.

Sri Lanka were originally
scheduled to play Tests in
October and then return in
December for a limited-overs’
series but the matches were
swapped to “provide them
the opportunity to assess the
situation before deciding on
the Test venues”.

“Now that the itinerary

has been confirmed, we will
shift our focus on series prepa-
rations to ensure we deliver
arrangements as per our very
high standards,” Khan said.

Sri Lanka Cricket chief
executive Ashley de Silva said
based on an earlier visit, the
SLC is comfortable and con-
vinced that conditions are
suitable and conducive for
Test cricket.

TOUR SCHEDULE
December 11-15 1st Test,
Pindi Cricket Stadium,
Rawalpindi
December 19-23 2nd Test,
National Stadium, Karachi. 
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Adearth of quality pace bowlers has all but
put an end to the iconic duels which once

added to the charm of Test cricket, said the
iconic Sachin Tendulkar, who is worried
about the traditional format’s health.

A Sunil Gavaskar vs Andy Roberts, Dennis
Lillee or Imran Khan was worth the wait dur-
ing the 1970s and ‘80s. Similarly a Tendulkar
vs Glenn McGrath or Wasim Akram used to
be a connoisseur’s delight.

But not anymore, feels the man, who
played 200 Test matches in his illustrious 24
years in international cricket.

“Rivalries which people invariably looked
forward to are no longer there because there
are very few world-class fast bowlers right now.
That element I am sure is missing. The qual-
ity of fast bowling can surely be better with-
out any doubt,” Tendulkar said while analysing
how cricket has evolved in the past 30 years
(15th November, 1989) since he made his
debut.

Asked if the competitiveness, as far as Test
cricket is concerned, is confined to only three
countries (India, Australia and England), the
maestro agreed.

“The standard of cricket has gone down
which is not great news for Test cricket. The
standard needs to go up and for that, I would
again say that the root cause is the playing sur-
faces,” he said.

“I think it has also got to do with the kind
of pitches that are provided. If we provide fair
pitches where fast bowlers as well as spinners
get help, then balance between bat and ball will
be restored.

“If the balance is missing then the contest
becomes weak and it fails to grab eyeballs. Test
cricket must have good wickets,” added the
man, who has scored 15,921 runs with 51 hun-
dreds.

For Tendulkar, the model pitches are the
ones on which the Ashes was played in
England.

“I feel this year’s Ashes had some of the best
Test pitches in recent times. Magnificent I
would say. The only time they moved to Old
Trafford, you saw that Test wasn’t as exciting
as the ones at the Headingley, or the Lord’s Test
or for that matter even the one at the Oval. I
thought those Test matches were exciting,” he
said.

For someone, who has seen the evolution
of the game from Test cricket to T20s,
Tendulkar remains a purist at heart, who would
never endorse an IPL performance as being
good enough to merit selection in the ODI and
Test team.

Unless, of course, the player in question is
as exceptional as Jasprit Bumrah.
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India’s pace troika was at its
menacing best against an
under-confident Bangladesh,

helping the home team seize con-
trol of the first Test at Holkar
Stadium on the opening day itself.

On one of the bounciest tracks
in recent times, Bangladesh were
bundled out for 150 in 58.3 overs,
lasting barely two sessions and a
few overs more on Thursday.

With ample time at their dis-
posal, India ended the day at 86 for
1 in 26 overs, losing Rohit Sharma’s
(6) wicket to Abu Jayed.

The notable aspect during the
Indian innings was Cheteshwar
Pujara (46 batting) outscoring the
more flamboyant Mayank Agarwal
(37 batting) during their unbroken
72-run stand, leaving ominous
signs for the four-man Bangladesh
attack.

The first day’s proceedings
starkly highlighted the gulf
between world’s No 1 and No 9
Test sides.

Umesh Yadav (2/47 in 14.3
overs), Ishant Sharma (2/20 in 12
overs) and Mohammed Shami
(3/27 in 12 overs) made life diffi-
cult for a team whose batsmen
lacked both in technique and tem-
perament.

A luckless Ravichandran
Ashwin (2/43 in 16 overs), let

down by Ajinkya Rahane in the
slips cordon, also had a couple of
clean-bowled dismissals in his
kitty in the post-lunch session.

The three Indian pacers con-
sistently bowled at 140 kmph,
with seam, swing and bounce
making life miserable for
Bangladeshi batsmen.

Each of the three displayed dif-
ferent qualities and it was evident
from the manner of dismissals.

Ishant’s bowling was about
disconcerting bounce from length

that had opener Shadman Islam
caught behind and the occasional
fuller delivery holding its line that
forced Liton Das to edge one to
Virat Kohli in the slips.

For Umesh, it started with
brisk pace and getting it to seam
into other opener Imrul Kayes and
making him expect more incom-
ing deliveries. Just when Kayes was
getting used to a pattern, Umesh
produced away going deliveries for
the left-hander, squaring him up
and the edge flew to slips.

He again came in the post-tea
session during which the tailenders
looked scared, retreating towards
square leg in fear of getting hurt.

Mohammed Shami, probably
the craftiest among the contempo-
rary Indian pacers, showed there
is no one better when it comes to
getting reverse swing with 50-over
old SG Test ball.

Mushfiqur Rahim (43),
Bangladesh’s top-scorer, who led a
charmed life and was dropped
twice, didn’t have a clue when one
swung back to knock the stumps
back after he was beaten by away
going deliveries.

The next one by Shami swung
even more as Mehidy Hasan Miraj
(0) was adjudged leg-before
although a DRS call could have
saved him had he opted for one.

In the first session, Shami
had dismissed Mohammed
Mithun with conventional inswing.

Even without Jasprit Bumrah,
who is nursing a stress fracture, the
unit looked so formidable that one
could sympathise with Bangladeshi
batsmen facing their combined
might.

They attacked relentlessly and
it didn’t matter that India weren’t

exactly having a great day as far as
slip catching was concerned.
Umesh could have got Mushfiqur
early had Kohli latched on to one
in the third slip.

Ashwin had both Mushfiqur
and Mahmudullah Riyad dropped
by Rahane at first slip.

It didn’t cost the team much
but the frustrated bowler then
decided that breaching the defence
was the best option as Mominul
Haque (36) and Mahmudullah
were dismissed due to poor judge-
ment and shot selection respective-
ly.
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Shikhar Dhawan failed to
score in his first game of the

Syed Mushtaq Ali T20 Trophy
as Delhi suffered an shock
eight-wicket defeat at the
hands of Jammu and Kashmir
for their first loss of the tour-
nament.

Nitish Rana took Delhi to
165 for seven with 55 off 30

balls, a quickfire innings that
included half a dozen sixes.
This was after Delhi decided
to bat at the Patel International
Stadium.

Jammu and Kashmir
made short of the 166-run tar-
get, racing to victory in 15.5
overs with eight wickets in
hand. The flying start to the
chase was provided by open-
ers Shubham Khajuria (49 off
22) and Jatin Wadhawan (48
not out off 33) before Manzoor
Dar smashed 58 off 24 balls.

It was not an ideal start to
the tournament for India
opener Dhawan, who is not in
the best of form. His stay in the
middle lasted nine balls.
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All-rounder Shubham Ranjane
shone with both the bat and ball,

as his unbeaten 30 helped Mumbai
defeat Bengal by three wickets in a
last ball thriller of the Syed Mushtaq
Ali tournament here on Thursday.

Chasing a modest 154-run tar-
get, Mumbai were teetering at 105/5
at a stage. And then thanks to
Ranjane's heroics with the bat,
Mumbai chased the target on the
final ball to remain unbeaten.

This was Mumbai’s fifth win and
they are on top of the points table in
Group D and have almost sealed
their place in the knockout stage.

The hosts needed four runs to
win of the final ball and Ranjane (30
not out off 17 balls, 5x4) reversed
sweep a full toss to the third man
boundary, as celebrations began in
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Bangladesh captain Mominul
Haque on Thursday admitted

his team lacked the mental
strength required to counter
India’s formidable pace attack on
the first day.

Ishant Sharma, Mohammed
Shami and Umesh Yadav shared
seven wickets between them to
bundle visitors for 150 runs.
More importantly, Bangladesh’s
lower-order batsmen looked
scared to face the Indian pacers.

“The wicket wasn’t unplayable
at all or else myself or Mushfiqur
(Rahim) wouldn’t have scored the
runs that we scored. The problem
is that when you are playing the
world’s No 1 Test team, you have
to be mentally far more stronger,”
Mominul said at the end of the
day’s play. Asked about the match
situation, Mominul made it clear
that it will be very difficult to save
the game from here on.

“Let’s be practical. They have
already scored 80 plus. We are lag-
ging far behind and it will be very
difficult to save the game from this
situation.
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The current Indian pace attack
is “one of the most lethal” in

world cricket since it has the abil-
ity to create openings in every spell,
reckons senior off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin.

There was no Jasprit Bumrah
but Mohammed Shami, Ishant
Sharma and Umesh Yadav were
ruthless and unplayable as
Bangladeshi batsmen danced to
their tunes.

“I think Shami, Ishant and
Umesh have been bowling well as
a pack and if you add Bumrah to
it over the last few months or a year

in Test cricket, I think it’s one of the
most lethal pace attacks going
around in the world if not the best,”
Ashwin said at the end of play on
the first day. “And I am saying that
as a disclaimer, I don’t want peo-
ple judging me on that comment.
But it’s right up there and one of the
best bowling attacks I have seen in
recent times,” he said.

“Sometimes you feel that every
spell they bowl, something is hap-
pening or they make it happen,” the
off-spinner added.

He however denied that he and
Ravindra Jadeja will be changing
their approach because the pacers
have started taking the lead.

“As a bowler, I personally
never looked at it that way. It’s my
job to pick up a wicket and try and
capitalise if the pacers don’t pick a
wicket then get a breakthrough.

“Having said that, I am taking
nothing away from the fast bowlers.
They have been exceptional, espe-
cially if you look at Umesh over the
last few years sine 2016 when the
home season happened. He has
always given us an early break-
through. Ishant has been splendid
and Shami has probably in his best
rhythm in his entire career,” said the
man, who completed a feat of 250
Test wickets at home.

FASTEST TO 250 WICKETS AT HOME
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the Mumbai camp.

Mumbai opener Jay Bista
(48 off 41 balls; 5x4 and 1x6) and
Aditya Tare (37 off 27 balls)
added 78 for the first wicket
before the team’s middle order
collapsed.

Shreyas Iyer (15), Siddhesh
Lad (0) and Shivam Dube (0) fell
in quick sussession after Bista
departed as Mumbai slumped to
105-5 from 102-2.

Then Ranjane did the rescue
act in company of skipper
Suryakumar Yadav (22 of 18
balls), as the two took the hosts
near the target. However, Surya
fell with three balls to left,
putting the onus on Ranjane,
who finished the match in style.

Earlier, invited to bat, Bengal
failed to capitalise on the start
provided by openers Vivek

Singh (56 off 45 balls) and
Shreevats Goswami (43 off 28
balls) to post a below-par 153/4
on the board.

In the first match at Bandra
Kurla Complex, Haryana defeat-
ed Pondicherry by six wickets,
while in the second game at the
same venue, Assam thrashed
minnows Mizoram by nine
wickets.

In the second game at
Wankhede, Madhya Pradesh
got better of Meghalaya by 85
runs.

RAJASTHAN BEATS UP
�	 
 �������	������ ,
Medium-pacer Deepak Chahar
(3 for 46 and 13 not out) starred
in Rajasthan’s five-wicket win
over Uttar Pradesh in a Group
B match.


