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Giving a huge boost to the
ailing Government tele-

com companies BSNL and
MTNL, the Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved their
merger and announced a
revival package of �68,751
crore. The Government will
also provide 4G spectrum to
the merged unit, pay their
GST and other dues, and offer
an attractive VRS scheme to
employees above 50 years.

“In case of BSNL and
MTNL, the Government’s view
is clear. These are strategic
assets of India. The entire
Army network is maintained
by BSNL,” said Telecom
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad,
reiterating no privatisation of
these two telecom companies. 

Prasad said that MTNL
will be merged with BSNL
soon and will operate as a sub-
sidiary of BSNL. The package
includes raising of �15,000
crore sovereign bonds to meet
the immediate capital require-
ment of both the companies,
4G spectrum allocation worth
�20,140 crore, �29,937 crore for
VRS covering 50 per cent of
their employees, and �3,674
crore for goods and services tax

that will be levied on allocation
of radio waves.

“The VRS package
approved by the Cabinet will
give eligible employees 125
per cent of income that they
would have earned by serving
the company till the age of 60
years. With this decision, we
have taken care of the interest
of lakhs of employees of these
PSUs,” Prasad said. BSNL has
around 1.68 lakh employees
and MTNL around 22,000. 

“The VRS is voluntary;
nobody can be forced to opt for
it,” he said.

The total debt on both the
companies stood at �40,000
crore, of which half of the lia-
bility is on MTNL alone which
operates in Delhi and Mumbai.
Both the companies have been
demanding spectrum to start
4G services to remain com-

petitive in the market. Telecom
Secretary Anshu Prakash said
the spectrum will be allocated
to both the companies admin-

istratively within a month.
“The spectrum allocation

to BSNL worth �14,115 crore
will be in lieu of equity shares

and about �6,295 crore for
MTNL in lieu of preferential
shares,” Prakash said. The
Government will monetise
MTNL and BSNL assets worth
�37,500 crore over a period of
three years. Both companies
across India have land assets
worth more than �3 lakh crore. 

“The assets primarily
include land assets but also
rental and leasing of their
buildings. MTNL has around
29 retail outlets in Delhi alone,”
Prakash said. 

Continued on Page 4
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The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday granted bail to

Karnataka Congress leader DK
Shivakumar in a money laun-
dering case filed by 
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED), saying he cannot tamper
with the evidence or influence
witnesses. Justice Suresh Kait
said the Congress leader was
“entitled” for grant of bail as no
material has been shown to
indicate that he was a flight risk.

Earlier in the day, Congress
president Sonia Gandhi met
Shivakumar in Tihar Jail and
assured him of all support
from the party. Sonia was
accompanied by Congress gen-
eral secretary Ambika Soni
and Congress MP DK Suresh,
who is also the brother of
Shivakumar. Sonia had met for-
mer Finance Minister P
Chidambaram when he was

lodged in Tihar Jail in connec-
tion with the INX Media case. 

Former Prime Minister
HD Deve Gowda and ex-Chief
Ministers HD Kumaraswamy
and Siddaramaiah welcomed
the High Court granting bail to
the Congress leader.

Kumaraswamy had met
Shivakumar at Tihar Jail on
Monday and said that the
Congress leader was “bold” to
fight “vengeance politics”. 

Shivakumar and
Kumaraswamy, both Vokkaliga
strongmen, have been bitter
political opponents in the old
Mysuru region, until they came
together for the formation of
the Congress-JD(S) coalition
Government, after 2018
Assembly polls. 

Continued on Page 4
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Results for Maharashtra and
Haryana elections would be

out on Thursday with a host of
exit polls predicting the
BJP retaining both the
States. But India
Today’s latest exit poll
has injected some
interest in the count-
ing by claiming that
Haryana may see a 
hung Assembly.

Counting for
the votes would
begin in the morn-
ing and a clear trend
would be available by
Thursday afternoon for the
288 seats in Maharashtra and
90 seats in Haryana. 

The BJP hopes that Chief
Ministers Devendra Fadnavis
and Manohar Lal Khattar
would for the second-time
head the Government in
Maharashtra and Haryana
respectively. The BJP-Shiv Sena

alliance is pitted against the
Congress-NCP alliance in
Maharashtra, while the
Congress is the main rival of
the BJP in Haryana. The INLD

has split on account of
family feud
among the
Chautalas.  

Khattar is
a non-jat

leader, who for
the first time headed a
majority BJP

Government in
Haryana. Fadnavis also
became the first Brahimn
and non-Maratha CM in

Maharashtra. 
The Assembly

polls, five months after
BJP’s stupendous victory

in the Lok Sabha elections,
would also indicate whether
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the main campaign 
mascot for the party, continues
to be the run-machine 
for his party. 
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The two successive success-
ful test firings of India’s

most formidable and deadliest
weapon BRAHMOS in its sur-
face-to-surface configuration
by the Indian Air Force (IAF)
have come as a spectacular
Diwali gift for the nation. 

“A direct hit on the target
was achieved in both the cases.
Firing of the missile has
enhanced IAF’s capability to
engage the grounds targets
with pinpoint accuracy from a
mobile platform,” an official
said after the successful test-fir-
ings at Trek Islands in
Andaman & Nicobar on
October 21-22. 

Even as New Delhi pre-
pares to deal with any kind of
exigency arising out of the
swiftly evolving security sce-
nario in India’s western periph-
ery, the back-to-back success-
ful test firings have boldly sig-
nified India’s war preparedness. 

The successful tests have
confirmed the precision guid-

ed weapons’ capability to be
swiftly deployed in any kind of
terrain across India’s borders
and over long distances. 

The missile has proved its
impeccable accuracy, firepow-
er and devastating capability to
destroy any kind of land target
over a distance of up to 300 km.

The advanced air-launched

BRAHMOS is also getting clos-
er to be operationalised
onboard the IAF’s frontline
Su-30MKI. Together with the
land-attack variant, which has
been deployed with the IAF
since 2014, BRAHMOS is
going to be a true “game chang-
er” in bolstering India’s military
might manifold.
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Five months after eliminating
Zakir Musa, chief of Ansar

Ghazwat-Ul-Hind — a group
affiliated with al-Qaeda — a
joint team of security forces on
Tuesday evening gunned down
his successor Hamid Lelhari in
Awantipora area of South
Kashmir’s Pulwama district.

After the successful oper-
ation, which was conducted on
receipt of specific intelligence
input about the presence of
three terrorists in the area, the
security forces identified 
the prize catch on 
Wednesday morning.

Confirming the elimina-
tion of one of the top com-
manders in the Valley, the
State police chief Dilbag Singh
at a Press conference
announced, “The Ansar
Ghazwat-ul-Hind terror outfit
has been wiped out with the

elimination of Hamid Lelhari.”
He said, some elements

who are overground workers
are still there. They suddenly
crop up and join terror ranks.
But, as of now, the AGH has
been wiped out from Kashmir,”
he added. 30-year-old Lelhari
was trapped by the security
forces inside a house as they
timely launched a cordon and
search operation in the area
without wasting precious time.

Continued on Page 4
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It took more than three
months for the Congress

leadership to appoint a new
president of the Delhi Pradesh
Congress Committee on
Wednesday. The seat had fall-
en vacant after the death of
three-time Delhi Chief
Minister and two-term DPCC
president Sheila Dikshit on
July 20 this year. 

Subhash Chopra had ear-
lier served as DPCC president
for four years. Chopra, a three-
time MLA from Kalkaji seat,
had also served as the Speaker
of the Delhi Assembly. Former
BJP MP Kirti Azad has been
made the chairman of
Campaign Committee.
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New Delhi: The Government
on Wednesday hiked  the min-
imum support price (MSP)
for wheat by �85 to �1,925 a
quintal and for pulses by up to
�325 per quintal.

A decision in this regard
was taken at a meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs, headed by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. The MSP is the rate at
which the Government buys
grains from farmers. PTI

Detailed report on P6

New Delhi: In the biggest
reform in fuel retailing sector
in almost two decades, the
Government on Wednesday
relaxed norms for setting up
petrol pumps, allowing non-oil
companies to venture into the
business — a move that could
help private and foreign firms
enter the world’s fastest-grow-
ing market.

At present, to obtain a fuel
retailing licence in India, a
company needs to invest �2,000
crore in either hydrocarbon

exploration and production,
refining, pipelines or liquefied
natural gas (LNG) terminals.

Companies with net worth
of �250 crore will be allowed to
sell petrol and diesel, subject to
condition that they install facil-
ities for marketing of at least
one new generation alternate
fuel such as CNG, LNG, biofu-
els or electric vehicle charging
within three years of start of
operations, I&B Minister
Prakash Javadekar said. PTI

Detailed report on P6
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

on Wednesday sanctioned
immediate financial help of
Rs 15 lakh to the wife of slain
Hindu outfit leader Kamlesh
Tiwari, who was killed last
week. A senior state govern-
ment official said that the
Chief Minister also sanc-
tioned a house for the kin of
the deceased in
Mehmoodabad tehsi l  of
Sitapur district.

The Chief Minister said
that those arrested be tried in
fast track court and stringent
action be taken against those
involved in the conspiracy.

Two suspects Ashfaq
Sheikh (34) and Moinuddin
(27) were arrested by the
Gujarat ATS on Tuesday
evening for allegedly killing
Tiwari, 45. 

The Hindu Samaj Party
leader was found dead in a
pool of blood at his residence
Khurshedbagh in Naka
Hindola police area last
Friday. 

On Wednesday, the mas-
termind in the murder case,
Sayyed Asim Ali, was taken
on three-day police custody
remand after the court grant-
ed permission for it. The
team probing the case pre-
sented Sayyed Asim Ali in a

court in Lucknow amid heavy
security arrangements. 

On the other hand, a
team led by Circle Officer of
Crime Branch of Lucknow
police, Deepak Singh, and his
team took Kamlesh’s killers
Ashfaq Sheikh and
Moinuddin, both of Surat,
into custody after a Gujarat
court granted their transit
remand. 

Meanwhile, the autopsy
report revealed that the body
of Kamlesh Tiwari had 15
stab wounds and a bullet
injury. Tiwari was shot once
on his face and the bullet was
found stuck below his chin.
He also had multiple injuries
on his face and neck, accord-
ing to the autopsy report.

Fif teen cut and stab
wounds were found on the
body during the post-
mortem, showing the brutal-
ity of the assailants, a police
officer said on Wednesday.

The doctors who con-
ducted the autopsy opined
that  the assai lants  f irst
opened fire on Tiwari and
then slit his throat while
stabbing him multiple times.
The post-mortem report says
two knife stab wounds were
found on right side of the
chest, seven stab wounds by
some pointed object were
found left side of chest, cut
throat wound of 6 cm below

chin, deep wound mark on
neck, two wound mark on left
shoulder, wound mark on
back and wound mark on
right shoulder.

The police have already
recovered the pistol and knife
allegedly used by suspects
Ashfaq Sheikh (34) and
Moinuddin (27), who were
arrested by Gujarat ATS on
Tuesday evening.  The sources
in the probing team claimed
that Tiwari was attacked by
knife as the bullet got stuck in
the pistol when the assailants
tried to fire the second bullet.

Meanwhile, expressing
satisfaction over the arrest of
two men involved in the
killing Kamlesh Tiwari, the
family members of the slain
Hindu outf it  leader  on
Wednesday demanded capi-
ta l  punishment for  the
assailants. “I am very happy
with the arrest of the killers.
Now they should be hanged
(for their crime),” Kusum
Tiwari, mother of Kamlesh
Tiwari, told reporters and
added that she was satisfied
with the government action.

Expressing similar views,
Tiwari’s son Satyam thanked
the Gujarat ATS and the
Uttar Pradesh government
for standing by the family.
“Now they should be hanged
once they are identified,” he
said.
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The Election Commission
has made elaborate prepa-

rations for the counting of
votes on Thursday for the
bypolls held for 11 assembly
seats on October 21. 

The results will pave the
way for political parties to
plan their strategies before the
2022 UP assembly elections.

The counting of votes will
commence at 8 am under tight
security and the results are
expected by Thursday after-
noon. 

Election Commission offi-
cials here said on Wednesday
that all preparations for smooth
conduct of the counting had
been completed. The counting
will commence with postal
ballots and thereafter 14 elec-
tronic voting machines (EVMs)
would be taken up in each
round to complete the process.   

The 11 assembly seats
where bypolls were held are
Gangoh (Saharanpur),
Rampur, Iglas (Aligarh),
Lucknow Cantonment,
Govindnagar (Kanpur),
Manikpur (Chitrakoot),
Zaidpur (Barabanki), Jalalpur(
Ambedkarnagar), Balha
(Bahraich), Ghosi (Mau) and
Pratapgarh.  The voter turnout
in these bypolls came down
drastically to 47.05 per cent,
down 13 per cent from the
2017 assembly polls. 
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Ahead of the upcoming
Assembly election in

Delhi, around 40-50 lakh peo-
ple living in 1,797 unautho-
rised colonies in the national
Capital will be given ownership
rights.

As per the Union Cabinet’s
decision on Wednesday to
legalise these unauthorised
colonies, the ownership right
will be given after payment of
regularisation charge based on
carpet area/plot size. For
colonies on private land, the
regularisation charge will be
half of the charge on
Government land.

The rights will be con-
ferred on payment of nominal
charge based on carpet
area/plot size. For colonies on
Government land, the charge
will be 0.5 per cent  for less
than 100 sqm, 1 per cent for
100-250 sqm and  2.5 per cent
for greater than 250 sqm, of the
circle rate of highest category
of locality of the residential 
area surrounding the unau-
thorised colony.

Making the announce-
ment after the Cabinet’s deci-

sion, Union Housing and
Urban Affairs Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri said the
Centre will bring a Bill in the
Winter Session of Parliament
beginning November 18 to
this effect. Puri called it the
most “far-sighted, progressive,
revolutionary step” for Delhi
since Independence.

The Minister termed the
move as a “Diwali gift” to the
poor residents. The Cabinet
decision does not apply to 69
affluent colonies such as Sainik
Farms, Mahendru Enclave and
Anantram Dairy. The decision
is politically significant as
unauthorised colonies, which
account for a sizeable vote
base, have been a key issue in
Delhi and has figured promi-
nently in the manifesto of
political parties in each elec-
tion. The term of the Delhi
Assembly ends in February. 

The proposed Bill is aimed
at recognising general power of
attorney (GPA), will, agree-
ment to sell, purchase and
possession documents. This
will give a one-time relax-
ation to the residents of these
colonies. The Bill will also
provide for registration charge
and stamp duty on last trans-

action and also address the
issue of income tax liability on
account of less than circle rate
charges.

Puri also slammed the
Arvind Kejriwal Government,
accusing it of trying to “delay”
the decision to grant people
from low-income groups own-
ership rights. Puri said the city
Government had sought time
till 2021 to give the inputs
sought from it for taking the
decision and added that the
Modi Government decided to
“take the initiative when it
became clear that the Delhi
Government will do nothing”.

The DDA will lay down a
simplified procedure for issu-
ing conveyance deed and reg-
istration of property and fix the
boundaries of these colonies.
There will be no penalty and
external development charges
(EDC). Multiple plots/flats
holders will be charged on the
rate applicable to area by club-
bing all properties. Residents
will have option to pay charge
in three equal installments to
be paid in a year. 

“Any person paying full
amount in one installment will
get the ownership rights imme-
diately.  Provisional rights will

be given on payment of two
installments, which will be
converted to permanent rights
after full and final payment.
The late payment will attract
simple interest at the rate of
eight per cent per annum.
Conveyance deed will be exe-
cuted for residential purpose,
irrespective of use,” the state-
ment said.

As per the existing regula-
tions of 2008, the process of
regularisation was to be 
coordinated and supervised by
the Delhi Government.

“Delineation of boundary
of unauthorised colonies is the
starting point of the process as
per regulations. However, the
Delhi Government could not
delineate the boundaries of
these colonies even after 11
years of issuance of the regu-
lations and has sought more
time up to 2021 to complete
this exercise,” an official state-
ment said.  In July, the Delhi
Government had proposed a
set of parameters to regularise
the 1,797 colonies, which
include charging one per cent
cost of circle rate of land for up
to 200 square metre plot from
occupants besides a nominal
penalty. 
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NOTICE

I Army No 15416152L Rank
NK Name Bari Yogesh
Shamrao S/o Shamrao
Ramdas Bari, unit HQ camp,
amc C&C, Lucknow hereby
declared that in my army ser-
vice record my daughter name
wrongly mentioned priti, her
actual & correct name is Bari
Priti Yogesh for all future pur-
pose.

NOTICE

I Army No 15416152L Rank
NK Name Bari Yogesh
Shamrao S/o Shamrao
Ramdas Bari, unit HQ camp,
amc C&C, Lucknow hereby
declared that in my army ser-
vice record my Son name
wrongly mentioned Samarth,
his actual & correct name is
Samarth Yogesh Bari for all
future purpose.

NOTICE

I Army No 15416152L Rank
NK Name Bari Yogesh
Shamrao S/o Shamrao
Ramdas Bari, unit HQ camp,
amc C&C, Lucknow hereby
declared that in my army ser-
vice record my Mother name
wrongly mentioned Seeta Bai,
her actual & correct name is
Sitabai Shamrao Bari for all
future purpose.
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Samajwadi Party president
Akhilesh Yadav has ruled

out the possibility of alliance
with Congress, Bahujan Samaj
Party or any other group for the
2022 Uttar Pradesh assembly
elections.

He also contradicted spec-
ulations about a possible patch-
up with his warring uncle
Shivpal Singh Yadav. 

The SP chief also denied
that his party planned to with-
draw the application filed to the
UP assembly Speaker seeking
disqualification of Shivpal
Yadav from the membership of
the House under the anti-
defection law.

“Samajwadi Party is all
geared up and has emerged as
the only hope of the people,
who are realising their mistake
of electing the Bharatiya Janata
Party. We talk of development
and our cadre will move ahead
with this agenda,” Akhilesh
Yadav said while addressing the
party workers at the SP head-
quarters here on  Wednesday.

“The SP will never forge an
electoral alliance with any party
in the future. Assembly elec-
tions are far but our partymen
are not in favour of an alliance.
We don’t intend to stitch up
alliances,” he said. 

On the possibility of a
patch-up with his uncle Shivpal
Yadav, who has founded the
Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party
(Lohia), Akhilesh Yadav said,
“We have filed a petition before
the Speaker of the UP assem-
bly. It is up to the Speaker take

a decision on it. We are not
withdrawing the application.” 

Reports about SP with-
drawing its petition filed to the
Speaker had triggered specula-
tion that Shivpal Yadav may
return to the SP fold. 

Akhilesh said that in the
bypolls to 11 assembly seats in
UP, the vote percentage of the
BJP would go down “despite
the blatant misuse of official
machinery” by the ruling party.

Hitting out at Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, the
SP president said that saying
that there was Ram rajya was
unfair to Lord Ram. 

“Ram ko dhokha hai” (it is
cheating Lord Ram),” Yadav
said, while accusing the
Bharatiya Janata Party in UP of
having taken lessons from
“Kalyugi Ravan”.

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has claimed in the
past that the state is moving
towards Ram rajya. 

He alleged that Yogi
Adityanath had failed on all
fronts and development had
taken a back seat in UP.

“I can’t call him yogi as his
behaviour is against what Lord
Krishna preached in the Gita,”
Akhilesh Yadav said. 

“Had there been an institu-
tion where a complaint could
be registered for using the
term ‘yogi’, I would have been
the first to do so as he cannot
provide justice to the people,”
the SP chief added.

“The BJP is ruling by cre-
ating terror. Those who raise
their voice against the misdeeds
(of the government) are
silenced. Corruption has
increased manifold and no
development work is going on
due to which all sections of
society are aggrieved,” he said. 

Akhilesh Yadav referred
to the recent murder of Hindu
outfit leader Kamlesh Tiwari in
Lucknow to slam the BJP gov-
ernment on law and order
issue.
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Amassive explosion near the resi-
dence of Bharatiya Janata Party

MLA, Major Sunil Dutt Dwivedi, in
Farrukhabad on Wednesday created
panic in the area. 

Senior officers, who immediately
rushed to the spot on getting informa-
tion about the blast, tried to dilute the
matter, saying it some firecrackers
may have exploded. 

Due to the impact of the explosion,
window panes of several near-by hous-
es were broken. 

As the blast occurred in a bag aban-
doned at the spot, the locals suspect the
hands of some subversive forces behind
it.  A case was registered and investi-
gations are on. 

Circle Officer (City) in
Farrukhabad, Manni Lal, said, ‘The res-

idence of BJP MLA Major Sunil Dutt
Dwivedi is situated in the Senapati area.
The blast occurred in a red bag aban-
doned in a garbage bin about 200 steps
away from the legislator’s house.”

“No casualties was reported due to
the blast. The explosion was so intense
that the windows of the surrounding
houses were shattered. The forensic
team is engaged in investigating the
blast,” he said.

According to police, preliminary
investigation suggest that some fire-
crackers had exploded.  

The police said that when the inci-
dent happened, Dutt and his family
members were in Lucknow. 

Sunil Dutt Dwivedi’s cousin
Sudhanshu said the explosion was so
powerful that it was heard in the near-
by areas also. He demanded investiga-
tion by a forensic team.
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The Congress received a shot
in the arm in Rae Bareli

when senior Bharatiya Janata
Party leader Ashok Singh’s son
Manish Singh joined the party
in presence of Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra on Wednesday.

Manish Singh, is a cousin
of Aditi Singh, the Congress
MLA who defied the party
whip to participate in the spe-
cial session of UP legislature on
Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th birth
anniversary, while his father
Ashok Singh was elected to UP
assembly for two terms in 1989
and 1996. Manish also had
contested assembly election in
2012 on Peace Party ticket and
in 2017 on Bahujan Samaj
Party ticket from Harchandpur
assembly constituency but was
defeated on both the occa-
sions.

“During election cam-
paign, I called KL Sharma, my
mother’s representative in Rae
Bareli, and showed him a youth
(pointing towards Manish) and
asked him to select such lead-
ers who worked hard to achieve
success,” Congress general sec-
retary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
said while welcoming Manish
Singh into the party fold at
Bheumau Guest House in Rae
Bareli on Wednesday after-
noon. 

“I was impressed with the
personality of Priyanka Gandhi
and Sonia Gandhi and was
looking for an opportunity to
work with them and finally the
day has arrived and I have
joined the party,” said Manish,
who left the BSP to join
Congress along with 100 sup-
porters. 

This was an occasion for
Congress to celebrate after the
exit of MLC Dinesh Pratap
Singh and his MLA brother
Rakesh Pratap Singh from the
party to join the Bharatiya
Janata Party, and the setback it
received when Rae Bareli Sadar

MLA Aditi Singh defied the
party whip to participate in the
special session of UP legislature
on Mahatma Gandhi’s 150the
birth anniversary,

Earlier, addressing the
‘pathshala’ for the second day
in Rae Bareli on Wednesday,
Priyanka and her expert team
gave lessons to the members of
the newly-constituted Uttar
Pradesh Congress Committee
on how they could expose the
failures of both the state and the
Central governments and
inform the people how the BJP
has pushed the state to unem-
ployment, about rising prices
due to inflation, lawlessness,
and also the undeclared emer-
gency-like situation in which
even the media is not allowed
to show the real picture to the
public. 

The core team told the
office-bearers how through

social media or agitations on
streets, they could bring these
facts before the public so that
the 2022 assembly elections is
not fought on false promises by
the BJP leaders. 

Meanwhile, Priyanka will
visit Amethi on Thursday to
attend a party programme, a
spokesperson said. 

Priyanka will arrive at the
Amethi office of Congress in
the afternoon and take part in
the swearing-in function of
newly-appointed district unit
president Pradeep Singhal,
party spokesperson Anil Singh
said. 

Besides addressing the
party workers, she is also like-
ly to meet them individually,
Singh said. This would be
Priyanka’s second visit to
Amethi after the defeat of her
brother Rahul Gandhi in the
Lok Sabha election.
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Diwali will be celebrated
across Uttar Pradesh with

a caveat, as citing Supreme
Court orders, the state govern-
ment has issued a directive say-
ing that firecrackers can be
burst for only two hours – from
8 to 10 pm on Diwali night.

A directive in this regard
was issued by Principal
Secretary Kalpana Awasthi,
asking all divisional commis-
sioners, district magistrates
and district police chiefs to
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All eyes will be on the bypoll result of Rampur
assembly constituency from where the

Samajwadi Party fielded its Lok Sabha member
Mohammad Azam Khan’s wife Tazeen Fatma
to retain the seat.

Ever since the first assembly election in
1952, only a Muslim candidate has won from
this seat. 

The Rampur seat witnessed a four-cornered
contest this time with Congress and Bahujan
Samaj Party fielding Muslim candidates and the
Bharatiya Janata Party fielding Bharat Bhushan
Gupta in hope of consolidating Hindu votes.

The Congress, SP and BSP candidates may
have caused division of Muslim votes to the
advantage of the BJP.

The Rampur seat is being considered as the
axis of bypolls to 11 assembly seats in the state. 

The BSP, contesting from Rampur for the
first time, fielded customs officer Zuber Masood
Khan while the Congress fielded Arshad Ali
Khan who had left the party in 2012 to join the
SP but returned home in 2017.

If Tazeen Fatma wins the seat, the SP will
waste little time in terming the cases registered
against Azam Khan by the BJP government as
political vendetta.

The Rampur seat has been consistently won
by SP, especially since Azam Khan began con-
testing for the party in 1980, save for 1996 when
this seat was won by the Congress.

If BJP candidate Bharat Bhushan Gupta wins
from this seat, it will not only break SP’s decades-
old record but will send a message that Muslims
voters are not reluctant to vote for the saffron
party. Political observers, however, are of the
opinion that Gupta is not a strong candidate and
may prove costly to the BJP.

Bypoll to the Rampur seat was necessitat-
ed after Azam Khan was elected to the Lok
Sabha in 2019. 

The voters in Rampur comprise 52%
Muslim and 17% Dalit voters. 

Lucknow (PNS): Two days
after the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) figures showed
that Uttar Pradesh topped the
crime list in the country, Bahujan
Samaj Party president Mayawati
on Wednesday questioned the
law and order situation in the
state.

Citing the NCRB report, the
former chief minister of UP
slammed the incumbent govern-
ment and tweeted, “After a long
delay, the National Crime
Records Bureau has issued sta-
tistics related to crime. The data
is now in the public domain. The
data clearly indicates that the
state and Central governments

need to work with conviction to
address the crime issues, espe-
cially regarding women’s safety.
The situation of Uttar Pradesh is
the worst and this is at a time
when the Bharatiya Janata Party
is in power both in the state and
at the Centre.”

Mayawati further claimed
that the NCRB data do not bol-
ster the image of the country. 

“The National Crime
Records Bureau has presented
the statistics of crime in front of
the country and world after a
long delay. They naturally have
made big headlines in the media
and they are definitely not
improving the image of India,

which is a matter of great sorrow
and concern,” Mayawati tweet-
ed. The government on October
21 released the NCRB report on
2017 crime statistics. The report
states that over 50 lakhs cognis-
able crimes were registered in the
country that year. In 2017,
majority of the cases under
crimes against women out of
total IPC crimes against women
were registered under ‘Cruelty by
Husband or His Relatives’
(33.2%) followed by ‘Assault on
Women with Intent to Outrage
her Modesty’ (27.3%),
‘Kidnapping & Abduction of
Women’ (21.0%) and ‘Rape’
(10.3%), the report claimed. 
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strictly follow the directive and
restrict bursting of crackers
between 8 pm and 10 pm on
Diwali night. “The directive
was issued following a Supreme
Court order in which the apex
court restricted hours to burst
crackers to two hours as well as
stressed on using green crack-
ers,” Awasthi said in the order
issued on Wednesday. 

The apex court imposed
restrictions on the sale and use
of firecrackers in a bid to con-
trol air pollution. The court
said firecrackers with reduced
emission and decibel levels
could be burst for two hours,
from 8 pm to 10 pm. It, how-
ever, allowed the timings for
bursting of firecrackers to be
staggered and determined by
respective state governments.
But it said that the time should
not exceed two hours a day.

The order was issued on
October 23, last year.

While the court restricted
sale of conventional firecrack-
ers, it allowed ‘green firecrack-
ers’ to be used on Diwali. 

Developed by the National
Environmental Engineering
Research Institute (NEERI) of
the Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR) in
collaboration with eight other
government laboratories, the
‘green crackers’ are said to be 30
per cent less polluting than
conventional firecrackers.
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Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath said
that education was not only a

medium for obtaining degrees and
diplomas but a resource for overall
development of youth which in turn
helped in nation-building.

“India is a country which has the
largest youth population in the world.
Uttar Pradesh is lucky to take a lead on
this front as the state accounts for max-
imum youth who are 35 years of age. In
such a situation, youth power can cat-
apult the state to the forefront,” the Chief
Minister said while addressing the
113th Foundation Day function of
Kalicharan PG College here on
Wednesday. 

Yogi Adityanath said that today the
113-year-old institution had been given
a new lease of life. “If the seed remains
in its original form, then it is nature
while destruction of the seed is a
deformity. But if the seed becomes a tree
and dedicates itself to public welfare,
then it is culture,” he said.

While giving details about the col-
lege, 

The Chief Minister said that
Kalicharan College was opened in 1905
at a time when the British rulers were
conspiring to divide Bengal. 

“A nationalist revolution was initi-
ated in the country to thwart that con-
spiracy. The foundation of the college
was laid during that period. At that time,
it started as a primary school. In 1913,

it took the shape of high school and this
huge building came into existence as the
foundation of the school was already
very strong,” the Chief Minister said.

Praising the contribution of the col-
lege, the Chief Minister said an alum-
nus of this college, Lalji Tandon, was
today the Governor of Madhya Pradesh.
“There are several such names that have
become role models for lakhs of peo-
ple in the country,” he said. 

“The efforts initiated by the Uttar

Pradesh government are showing effec-
tive results now. In basic education,
through the School Chalo Abhiyan, over
50 lakh children have been sent to Basic
Shiksha Parishad schools in the last two-
and-half years,” he said.

The Chief Minister said social
media was a big challenge these days as
it could be both useful and a harmful
weapon. 

“Too much dependence on it can
lead you to the wrong path. Its right use

can take us to a creative path while
wrong usage can be self-destructive,” he
said.

Madhya Pradesh Governor Lalji
Tandon said the college should be
developed as a ‘deemed university’. 

On the occasion, the Chief Minister
also inaugurated the newly-built
Shatabdi Bhawan. Besides Madhya
Pradesh Governor Lalji Tandon, Deputy
Chief Minister Dinesh Sharma was also
present on the occasion.
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In the fatal attack on Kamlesh
Tiwari, one of the killers,

Moinuddin, had sustained
firearm wound at the back of
his right palm (near thumb)
when Ashfaq Sheikh had
opened fire on the Hindu
Samaj Party leader in
Khurshedbagh in the state cap-
ital. 

Sources said that Ashfaq, a
medical representative, first
attacked Tiwari by opening
fire on him on finding him
alone in his office. 

The sources in the SIT
who briefly interrogated both
the killers, disclosed that
Moinuddin had gagged Tiwari
so that he could not cry for
help. 

“The bullet grazed past his
hand after Ashfaq opened fire
on Tiwari,” they said. 

The sources said both slit
Tiwari’s throat and then
stabbed him multiple times.   

Sources in Lucknow police
disclosed that both the killers
had taken Saurashra into con-
fidence, saying that they were

from Gujarat and friends of
Kamlesh. 

The team probing the case
said the knife which the
assailants used seemed to be
made in Bareilly. “It seems to
be made of steel and not the
metal used in Rampuri knives,”
the sources said. 

The district police chief of
Lucknow said the assailants
were acquainted with Kamlesh
through facebook and had
never met him face to face.

“All the suspects, barring
mastermind Sayed Asim Ali
who has been detained, are
acquainted with each through
social media. Ashfaq had sev-
eral meetings with Sayed Asim
Ali, who runs Minority
Democratic Party (MDP) in
Nagpur,” the Senior
Superintendent of Police of
Lucknow said. 

He added that Ashfaq
had opened a facebook
account in the name of Rahul
Solanki and was in touch with
Kamlesh and other office-bear-
ers of Hindu Samaj Party
through it.    

The sources in the police

said the mastermind in the
Kamlesh murder case was
active on YouTube and had
uploaded several videos in
which he is heard inciting his
followers/viewers to kill
Kamlesh. 

“It appears that the killers
also planned to eliminate an
office-bearer of Gujarat unit of
Hindu Samaj Party,” the sources
said.

Meanwhile, the police are
looking for the man who acted
as guide for the killers in
Lucknow. “A big question is
why the killers chose the hotel
in Naka, near Bansmandi
crossing, to check in to execute
their plan,” the sources said,
adding that someone in
Lucknow helped them in
selecting the hotel as it is easy
to escape from the city from
there. 

They said the police were
yet to find out the escape route
of the assailants.

The police officials said a
through interrogation of the
killers would reveal their plan
and also the persons who
helped them. 
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Aman killed his six-month-old son during a quar-
rel with his wife at his in-laws’ house in

Ashiyana on Wednesday. 
He was arrested.
As per reports, Gautam Vishwakarma of Unnao

had come to Lucknow to celebrate Diwali festival
with the family. Gautam Vishwakarma, a tile setter,
works in New Delhi.    

In Lucknow, Gautam went to the house of his
in-laws in Aurangabad locality of Ashiyana to take
his wife Soni and son Vashu to his house in Unnao.
On Wednesday morning, he picked up a fight with
Soni when she refused to go with him to Unnao.
When the in-laws too the side of Soni, an infuriat-
ed Gautam snatched his son from Soni and threw
him on the ground in a fit of rage and fled the scene.

The six-year-old boy was rushed to Lok Bandhu
Hospital where he was pronounced dead. 

On being tipped-off that Gautam was standing
at the tempo stand at Qila crossing to catch some
transport, the police raided the place and nabbed
him.

Gautam confessed his crime and said he became
very upset when Soni refused to go with him and
her parents took her side. 

�,8�-+���  ����'�0
������'�
�&������	� �
����� �9)*4��

ADG (Intelligence) Bhavesh Kumar took part in
a ‘Jan Samvad’ programme at Mohanlalganj

police station and asked the police officials to
improve their relations with the people.

During the interaction with the ADG, social
workers Anupam Mishra and Ashok Tiwari raised
the problems of the residents of Barisaalpur and
Bhawa Kheda villages on the border of Nigohan
police station that fall under Mohanlalganj police
station. They said these villages were about 18 kilo-
metre away from Mohanlalganj Kotwali and peo-
ple had to travel such a long distance to get their
complaints registered. They demanded that both the
villages be included in Nigohan police station area. 

A complaint regarding arrest of a man by a team
which claimed to be of the STF annoyed the ADG
and he asked the Mohanlalganj police to inform the
family about the man. 

The residents also complained about parking of
vehicle and the longer response time of UP 100.

A woman safai worker, Rupa, urged the ADG
to help her in getting sufficient wages. She told the
ADG that she was paid Rs 600 per month for the
job she did at the Kotwali. The ADG assured her
help. 

He also inspected the Kotwali and asked the
police officials to keep the Kotwali premises clean
and ensure people-friendly atmosphere.
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Two policemen were suspended by Lucknow SSP
Kalanidhi Naithani after a video showing

them accepting bribe went viral. 
Those suspended were identified as Sub-

Inspector Ashok Kumar Tiwari and constable
Mohammad Ittfal.  The SSP warned the cops that
stern action would be taken against anyone caught
taking bribe or harassing the people.
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A class XII girl student identified as Garima (17)

ended her life at her house in Surya Enclave in
Indira Nagar on Wednesday afternoon. 

She was all alone at the house and hanged her-
self from the ceiling with her dupatta.

Police sent the body for autopsy. 
The girl was a student of Rani Laxmi Bai Inter

College. 
In another incident, a class XII student,

Himanshu Shukla of Geetapalli in Alambagh, ended
his life by hanging himself from ceiling in a room
on Wednesday. Police said Himanshu was upset
after he fared bad in the half-yearly exam.
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City Montessori School has yet again
received the honour of 'World's Largest School'
in terms of number of pupils in the Guinness
Book of World Records. Talking to the medi-
apersons about the achievement, CMS founder
Jagdish Gandhi said that CMS secured a place
in the Guinness Book of World Record on the
basis of its 55,547 students on roll in all 18 cam-
puses in the 2019-2020 session. First time, in
the year 1999, CMS was included in the
Guinness Book of World Record due to its
22,612 students on roll, as the 'World's Largest
School' and till date this record is with CMS
only. 

#
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A garba night was organised at Amity

International School Vrindavan Yojana
Campus on Wednesday. Mrs India Earth 2019
runner-up Arpita Bhattacharya Agarwal was
the chief guest. Also present was Principal
Sakshi Gautam Mishra.
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Lucknow Public Schools and Colleges

founder manager SP Singh was awarded an
honorary doctorate by the University of
Swahili, Panama, Central America. ICFAI
University  Vice-Chancellor Dr Jagannath
Patnaik awarded the doctorate to Singh in a
convocation ceremony in Panji. SP Singh was
also given away the award for Professional
excellence in quality education by Dr APJ
Abdul Kalam Research Center.
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Red Rose Students, Gomti Nagar branch
charmed the audience at Annual Day celebra-
tions 'Gyan Kumbh' on Tuesday. The pro-
gramme started with the lighting of lamp by
former Director General of Police (UP)Vikram
Singh. He spoke about the importance of value
education. He emphasised on escalation of aca-
demic standard with sports,  music, ethics and
other co-curricular activities  imbibed into the
system. Singh also felicitated the meritorious
students.
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St Antony’s Inter College organised its cul-

tural meet ‘Umang 2019’ on Wednesday. The
tiny-tots participated in various sports and cul-
tural events. School’s  director Antony Morli
gave away the prizes.
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The stage is all set for count-
ing of votes of Lucknow

Cantonment assembly seat at
Ramabai Rally Sthal at Ashiyana
on Thursday.

District Magistrate Kaushal
Raj Sharma said that the count-
ing would begin at 8 am and the
result was expected to be
announced by 1 pm. 

He said that only the candi-
dates and their polling and
counting agents would be
allowed to enter the counting
centre with valid passes. He
said that mobile phones, inflam-
mable material and cameras
would not be allowed at the
venue.

The district magistrate said
that a media centre had been set
up at the venue. He said a con-
trol room had also been set up
and CCTV cameras had been
installed at the counting centre
to keep vigil.
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Senior BJP leader and Jal
Shakti Minister Mahendra

Singh said that under Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, all
the major events like elections,
Kumbh in Prayagraj and festi-
vals passed off peacefully with-
out any violence.

Addressing the media at
Lok Bhawan on Wednesday,
Mahendra Singh said the situ-
ation in Uttar Pradesh was
better than in other states and
Union territories in crime con-
trol. “Crime rate is calculated
on per lakh population of a
state. The state with huge pop-
ulation will also have high
crime rate,” he said.

Singh said if one considers
the data, then UP ranks 16th in
cases of loot incidents (crime
rate  1.8), 22nd in murder cases
(crime rate 1.9), 31st in cases of
burglary (crime rate 4.2), and
22nd in rape cases (crime rate
4.0). Likewise, in terms of total
crime incidents, UP ranks 24th
and this ranking is much less
than other states,” he said. 

“According to Crime in
India-2017 published by
NCRB, a total of 30,62,579
IPC crimes were registered in
the country, out of which
3,10,084 IPC crimes occurred
in Uttar Pradesh which is 10.1
percent of such registered
crimes in the country while the
population of UP is 17.65 per
cent of the total population of
the country. On the basis of the
above report, in view of total
crimes, the crimes committed
under different heads in UP are
being portrayed as increased,
which is wrong,” the minister
said.  

Singh said that crime rate
was the real indicator to under-
stand the true state of crimes.
“According to the NCRB, the

number of crimes is defined as
the crime rate per one lakh
population of the respective
class. It is an established sub-
stantive indicator, which bal-
ances the effect of state size and
population growth. Therefore,
crime rate is an authentic indi-
cator to understand the true
state of crimes,” he said.

According to the recent
data of National Crime Records
Bureau, New Delhi, in 2017, the
current situation of Uttar
Pradesh as compared to other
states under various crime
heads, is 26th in robbery, 16th
in loot, 22nd in murder, 31st in
burglary, 22nd in rape and
16th in crime against women
and the state holds 24th position
overall, he said. 

Answering questions, Singh
said, “According to the recent
data of National Crime Records
Bureau, New Delhi, the current
situation of UP in relation to
other states and Union territo-
ries of the country in 2017
regarding the action taken by
the state police against the
criminals is third in arrests in
IPC crimes, third in conviction
of arrested accused, first in
conviction of crime against
women, first in conviction of
cyber crime, first in seizure of
weapons, first in case registra-
tion in confiscation of fake cur-
rency and 5th in seizure of prop-
erty.”

Along with complete statis-
tics of crime, it is also necessary
to look after the status of violent
crimes, the minister said. The
state registered 65,090 violent
crimes in 2016 whereas 64,450
cases were registered in 2017
which shows a decrease. While
in 2016 there was more than 27
per cent increase in violent
crimes as compared to 2015 fig-
ures. It is clear from the analy-
sis that in  2017, there was a sig-
nificant decrease of 11.5 per cent

in murder, 7.4 per cent in rob-
bery, 9 per cent in looting, 54
per cent in extortion, 29.2 per
cent in kidnapping for ransom
in proportion to 2016, he said.

Singh said, there were strict
instructions to register 100 per
cent cases for public welfare
during the tenure of present
government. “It is clear that
cases are being registered in the
present government, even after
that serious crimes have
declined as mentioned above
and police action has also
increased. Uttar Pradesh is
much better than other states
and Union territories in the
country in terms of action taken
by the police against criminals
and punishing the criminals. A
sense of security has increased
in the general public through
the continuous efforts of the
government,” he said. Singh
said that as compared to 2016,
there has been a decline in
crimes in 2017. “Number of
murders reported in 2016 were
4,889 while in 2017, 4,324 mur-
ders took place. Likewise, in
2016, the dacoity cases were 284
and 2017 only 263 cases were
reported. In 2016, 4,502 loot
cases were reported while in
2017, it reduced to 4,089. In
2016, 1,893 cases of threat and
blackmailing were reported
while in 2017, such cases were
reduced to 855. In 2016, the
cases on ransom and kidnap-
ping were 65 while in 2017, they
were 46,” he said. While brief-
ing the media, Additional Chief
Secretary Home Awanish
Kumar Awasthi said that the
order issued by the Supreme
Court on the issue of temple of
Bulandshahr is being presented
in a twisted manner on social
media and other platforms,
whereas the Supreme Court
has raised questions on the
administrative committee of
the temple. 
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The Indian Institute of Management, Lucknow has com-
pleted the summer placements for the 2019-21 batch of

two-year post-graduate programme. 
The authorities said IIM-L recorded 100 per cent place-

ments for its 35th batch of 481 students in a record time. 
The recruitment drive saw participation from more than

140 domestic and international recruiters. The participation
of these firms also marked the ascent of IIM-L as a preferred
recruitment destination for marketing, consulting and
finance roles in the country. 

IIM-L authorities said that some of the top recruiters
included Accenture Strategy, Aditya Birla Group, Amazon,
AT Kearney, Avendus Capital, Bain and Co, Citi, Deloitte,
Deutsche Bank, Goldman Sachs, Hindustan Unilever, ITC,
JP Morgan Chase and Co, McKinsey and Co, Microsoft,
Multiples Alternate Asset Management, P&G, TAS, The
Boston Consulting Group, Uber, and Udaan. 

“Our first-time recruiters included Apparel Group,
Beam Suntory, Hindustan Coca-Cola Beverages, Multiples
Alternate Asset Management, Ola, Paragon Partners,
Pioneering Ventures among others. Companies such as
Apparel Group, Cipla, Deutsche Bank, Hindustan Unilever
and Landmark Group offered international profiles,” they said.

Top segments based on the roles offered were sales and
marketing, consulting, finance, operations, IT/systems, gen-
eral management, and e-commerce. 

“Our recruiters continue to value IIM-Lucknow as their
preferred campus. The remaining offers were from domains
such as market research, analytics, business development, dig-
ital marketing and supply chain amongst others,” they said,

In the FMCG, consumer goods, telecom, digital media
sectors, a total number of 139 offers were made. Some of the
top firms were AbInBev, Airtel, Apparel Group, Asian Paints,
Colgate Palmolive, GSK, Hindustan Coca-Cola Beverages,
Hindustan Unilever, ITC, Landmark Group, Marico, Mars,
Mondelez, Nestle, Procter and Gamble, Reckitt Benckiser, Star
TV, and Vodafone. 

In addition to the traditional sales and marketing roles,
these firms offered roles in supply chain management, IT, cor-
porate finance and analytics with some of them being exclu-
sive roles for IIM Lucknow

BFSI sector saw participation of companies such as
Avendus Capital, Citi, Goldman Sachs, JP Morgan Chase and
Co, Multiples Alternate Asset Management that hired for their
private equity, front end investment banking, and global mar-
kets roles. 

In addition to this, the sector saw a total of 68 offers by
firms such as American Express, Axis Capital, Citi, Deutsche
Bank, Edelweiss, Goldman Sachs, HSBC, ICICI, JP Morgan
Chase & Co, Multiples Alternate Asset Management,
Paragon Partners, Pioneering Ventures, Royal Bank of
Scotland among others. The major roles were in investment
research, corporate, wholesale, retail banking, market
research, trading and operations.

In the consulting domain, a total of 121 offers were made.
Accenture Strategy, AT Kearney, Auctus Advisors, Bain and
Co, Deloitte, MasterCard Advisors, McKinsey and Co and
The Boston Consulting Group were among the top recruit-
ing firms.  The general management domain saw participa-
tion from companies such as Aditya Birla Group, Reliance
Industries, RPG, RPSG and TAS among others. IT, e-com-
merce, technology sector. Some of the firms in the IT/e-com-
merce, technology sectors were Adobe, Amazon, Byju’s,
Capgemini, Cloudtail, Ekart, Flipkart, Google, Media.net,
Microsoft, Ola, Samsung, Swiggy, Uber and Wipro. 

In addition to roles in IT/systems, these firms opened roles
in category management, sales, business development, sup-
ply chain management, product marketing, strategic alliances,
program management and analytics. 

Prof Rajesh Aithal, Chairman, Students’ Affairs and
Placement, attributes this to excellent pedagogy, competen-
cies and values students acquire at IIM Lucknow. With this
year’s placements, IIM-Lucknow has yet again reinforced its
presence among the top B-schools in the country and has
proven to be a preferred destination for organisations which
select very limited B-schools to recruit. 
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He said BSNL will also need around
�10,000 crore to roll out 4G services 
in phases and MTNL around �1,100
crore.

“The debt on BSNL is the lowest. They
can raise capital expenditure required for
rolling out network from the banks and
bringing in efficiency in their opera-
tions,” Prakash said. In the VRS package,
the Government has approved �17,169
crore as ex-gratia component and �12,768
crore for preponement of pensionary
benefit.

“Employees above the age of 53.5 years
will get 125 per cent of their salary which
they could have earned in balance period
of their service,” said the Telecom Secretary.
Employees in the age bracket of 50 to 53.5
years opting for the VRS will get benefit
in the range of 80 to 100 per cent of the
remuneration to be paid in the balance
period of their service.

Though BSNL and MTNL were allot-
ted 4G spectrum (BWA) in the 2010
3G/BWA auction, in a controversial deci-
sion, the Government in 2013 allowed
these two public sector companies to
return their spectrum to settle the dues.
There were allegations that this controver-
sial decision was taken to give monopoly
to Mukesh Ambani’s Reliance Jio in the
internet-based voice and data sector.
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Shivakumar was a key Minister in the
Kumaraswamy Cabinet and played a
major role in the stability of the coalition
Government until it collapsed in July, fol-
lowing resignation of several MLAs of the
two parties, eventually leading to installa-
tion of the BJP Government. His arrest had
led to widespread protests, especially in
Ramanagara, Bengaluru rural, Mandya and
other parts of old Mysuru region.

It had even taken a caste colour with
thousands of people belonging to the

Vokkaliga community taking out a rally
recently in Bengaluru protesting the arrest
and expressing solidarity with him. 

Granting the bail, Justice Suresh Kait
said that Shivakumar, 57, cannot tamper
with the evidence as the documents are
with the investigating agencies. The court
further said that he no longer was in power
and there was no evidence to show that he
or his family members or close associates
attempted to influence witnesses. It direct-
ed, however, that he be released on bail on
furnishing a bond of Rs 25 lakh and two
sureties of the like amount.

The other conditions laid down by the
High Court while granting him the relief
include not leaving the country with the
concerned trial court’s permission, mak-
ing himself available for interrogation
when required and not to influence the
witnesses.

Shivakumar was arrested by the ED on
September 3 in the money laundering case.
While in judicial custody he had chal-
lenged the trial court’s order denying him
bail in the case. The ED had opposed his
bail plea saying he was an influential per-
son and he could tamper with evidence
and influence witnesses if released.
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Addressing a Press conference in
Srinagar, State police chief Dilbagh Singh
said, “All the killed terrorists as per police
records were part of the Zakir Musa group
and were wanted by police for their com-
plicity in a series of terror crimes, includ-
ing attacks on security establishments and
civilian atrocities.”

The police chief said the anti-militan-
cy operation had dealt a severe blow to the
AGH.

According to Singh, the Pakistan-
based Jaish-e-Mohammed was also trying
to coordinate with other terror groups,
including the AGH, in Kashmir to carry
out attacks.

“The JeM is trying to coordinate with
every terrorist group in Kashmir. JeM and

LeT get directions from Pakistan on who
to target, what type of violence to incite and
at which level. So JeM and LeT are both
trying to coordinate with every group,” he
added.

Asked if the AGH’s contact with JeM
meant it was in Pakistan’s hold, the DGP
said the connection is “indicated”.

Commenting on the successful infil-
tration bids made by the infiltrators, the
police chief said a “sizeable number” of mil-
itants had infiltrated since August 5,
when the Centre announced that it was
revoking Jammu & Kashmir’s special sta-
tus and bifurcating it into two Union
Territories.

“(It is) difficult to give a number of mil-
itants who have come in after August 5. But
their number is sizeable that much I can
say,” he told reporters in response to a ques-
tion.

“Their sightings have taken place at a
number of places in north as well as south
Kashmir. Going by that, we feel the num-
ber is sizeable. It is not that big that we
should be very worried about it. As it hap-
pens, they send some number, we deplete
some number. So, therefore, that process
is on,” he said.

Asserting that the decline in militan-
cy was troubling Pakistan, Singh said it was
the reason the neighbouring country was
pushing in terrorists through infiltration
attempts.

“Few militants have infiltrated, but
many of their attempts have been rendered
unsuccessful. Ceasefire violations are on
in Rajouri-Poonch, HiraNagar-Samba,
Karnah-Uri, Machhil, Keran and Gurez
sectors and it has become a routine.
Whenever Pakistan violates the ceasefire,
its attempt is to push in more militants...
(Pakistan) Army and ISI are fully involved
at (militant) launch pads near the LoC to
push in militants,” he said.

Referring to the Block Development
council polls, scheduled to take place on
October 24, the DGP said arrangements
had been made for local body polls and
they will be peaceful.There were apprehen-
sions that youth would join militancy after
the Centre’s August 5 decision but those
were unfounded, the police chief said.
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The income tax depart-
ment has  unearthed

alleged tax evasion to the
tune of � 1,000 crore after it
raided a Delhi-based business
house that is under its scan-
ner for hawala dealings with
links to the multi-crore VVIP
choppers scam case, the
CBDT said on Wednesday.

The Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT), which
frames policy for the depart-
ment, issued a statement say-
ing the business house that
was searched is engaged in

various e-governance pro-
jects and financial services.

While it did not identify
the business house in the
statement, I-T officials con-
firmed it as the Alankit
Group that has presence in
several cities of the country
and also in Dubai.

No immediate response
was  available  from  the
company on the charges lev-
elled. “The search and seizure
action have led to unearthing
of several incriminating evi-
dence establishing large scale
tax evasion, hawala transac-
tion and money laundering

by the said taxpayer group.
“The group has taken

recourse to use of shell com-
panies based in Delhi and
Kolkata to route unaccount-
ed money,” the CBDT state-
ment said.

It added that the depart-
ment had earlier conducted
searches on entities related to
fertiliser procurement. 

“Invest igat ions had
revealed that huge amount of
commission was being col-
lected in Dubai through shell
companies of a Dubai based
operator (Rajiv Saxena) who
is also an accused in a VVIP

chopper scam. 
“A part of such commis-

sion was laundered back to
India through the aforesaid
Delhi-based group,” it said.

Saxena was deported
from Dubai in connection
with the money laundering
and corruption case in the Rs
3,600-crore VVIP chopper
scam. Preliminary enquiries
revealed the quantum of
accommodation entries and
hawala transactions to be
more than � 1,000 crore and
the department suspects tax
evasion and money launder-
ing by the accused, it said.
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The CBI on Wednesday
booked former

Uttarakhand Chief Minister
Harish Rawat, his then Cabinet
colleague Harak Singh Rawat
(now in the Cabinet headed by
current CM Trivendra Singh
Rawat) and CEO of Noida-
based television news channel
Samachar Plus, Umesh Kumar
and unknown others for
alleged attempts of horse 
trading and threatening 
dissident Congress MLAs in
2016. The alleged bribery bid
was caught on tape by Kumar
through his mobile phone. 

The FIR follows a
Preliminary Enquiry registered
by the agency on April 25, 2016
when the then Government

under President's Rule referred
the horse trading allegations for
a CBI probe. 

The agency had sent the
video of the conversation
between the accused persons
on March 23, 2016 to the
Forensic Science
Laboratory(FSL), Gandhinagar
in Gujarat for examination.
The FSL opined that 
there is no addition/dele-
tion/insertion/tampering/mor-
phing in the video files indi-
cating that the recordings are
genuine. 

The video purportedly
showed the Congress leader
discussing money and office
positions in the Government to
win back the support of 
disgruntled MLAs who had
crossed over to the BJP so that

he could get back to power. The
editor of the news channel
had allegedly arranged a meet-
ing with Harish Rawat in the
VIP lounge of Dehradun
Airport on March 23, 2016 and
recorded the conversation

between him and Harish
Rawaat by using his mobile
phone. Kumar met Harish
Rawat to convey the demands
of Harak Singh Rawat includ-
ing the post of Deputy CM, two
departments and cash. 

Recently, the Uttarakhand
High Court allowed the CBI to
go ahead with it’s investigation
in the case and lodge an FIR
against Rawat after the agency
submitted a report in a sealed
cover on the findings 
of the Preliminary
Enquiry(PE). 

The CBI has slapped

Indian Penal Code section
relating to criminal conspiracy
and relevant provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption Act
including bribery. 

During the PE, the CBI
had questioned Harish Rawat
and Umesh Kumar.  

The PE revealed that after
passing of the Finance Bill on
March 18, 2016 in the
Uttarakhand Assembly, dissi-
dent MLAs of the Congress
along with members from BJP
left Dehradun by a chartered
flight and shifted to Gurgaon.
Umesh Kumar met 
Harak Singh Rawat, one of the
dissdent MLAs. “During this
meeting, they entered into a
criminal conspiracy for the
purpose of demanding gratifi-
cation from Harish Rawat in

lieu of his support
to the Congress
Government. In
pursuance of the
criminal conspira-
cy, Harak Singh
Rawat asked Umesh
Kumar to meet
Harish Rawat, then
Chief Minister,
Uttarakhand and
convey his demand
for the post of
Deputy CM, two
departments and
cash,” reads the
complaint filed by
Deputy SP of CBI
RL Yadav on
October 1 this year.
The complaint is
now part of the
FIR.
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In a relief to the Uttarakhand TV jour-
nalist Umesh Kumar, the Supreme

Court has stayed the criminal proceedings
in three cases lodged against him and oth-
ers by the State police after the channel
headed by him last year 
conducted a sting operation allegedly
exposing corruption at the highest 
level.

The cases of extortion, cheating,
forgery, criminal conspiracy and other
offences under the Indian Penal Code
were lodged against Umesh Kumar
Sharma and others this year. One of the
cases dates back to 2007. 
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Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
on Wednesday batted for full state-

hood for Delhi and also prohibition —
an issue close to his heart — in the city
as his party Janata Dal (United) geared
up for contesting the Assembly polls
here due early next year.

Addressing workers of the JD(U),
a BJP ally, Kumar also 
reiterated his demand for 
special status for Bihar, which the
Modi Government had earlier 
rejected.

“We have always been in favour of
full statehood for Delhi. Like we 
want special status for Bihar, we have
always wanted statehood for Delhi,”
Kumar said. He also demanded that
prohibition be implemented in Delhi
as his Government had done so in
Bihar.

“Prohibition is a very important
thing and it should be implemented in
the entire country. Why should it not
be implemented in Delhi? Alcohol is

such a bad thing that we banned it
(sale and consumption) in 2016. We
implemented prohibition on the
request of women. There has been a
decline in domestic fight and law and
order has also improved,” he said.

The JD(U)'s alliance with the BJP
has remained confined to Bihar and
it has been fighting polls on its own
outside the State. The party is eyeing
migrant voters from Poorvanchal and

Bihar to make an impact in the city
where the ruling Aam Aadmi Party,
BJP and the Congress are key 
contenders. If people from Bihar stop
working even for a day, Delhi will
come to a 
standstill, Kumar said. 

“Delhi is the national Capital and
it belongs to the entire country. People
from various other cities reside here.
People from Bihar reside here in

large numbers and they have a huge
role to play here. Earlier, they were
made fun of but now they say with
pride that they are from Bihar,” he said.

Kumar urged his party workers to
talk to people about how development
work has been undertaken in Bihar
and how the State has progressed
under his Government. “We have
improved law and order situation in
Bihar and brought peace and harmo-
ny in the State. We have worked for
women's empowerment in 
Bihar,” Kumar told party 
workers. On a day when the Union
cabinet approved a proposal to grant
ownership rights to people living in
unauthorised colonies in Delhi, Kumar
urged party workers to start a cam-
paign for regularisation of unautho-
rised colonies. He also talked 
about launching a 
campaign for clean drinking water for
Delhiites, just like his 
Government is running a 
campaign 'Har Ghar Nal Ka Jal’ in
Bihar.
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To provide relief to people of the
national Capital from high

tomato prices, the Ministry of
Food and Consumer Affairs on
Wednesday directed Kendriya
Bhandar, Mother Dairy and
National Cooperative outlets to
reduce the prices by 3 per kg from
Thursday. 

The Ministry has also direct-
ed cooperative Nafed to provide
milled-tur dal at �82 per kg and
Tur dal at �80-85 per kg at 'no-
profit no-loss' basis through Safal,
Kendriya Bhandar and NCCF out-
lets in the national Capital region.
Mother Dairy, Kendriya Bhandar
and cooperative NCCF were also
asked to sell tur dal at �80-85 per
kg through their retail outlets.

An official of the Ministry of
Food and Consumer Affairs said
that the decisions were taken after
the review of the prices of key
commodities at a high-level meet-
ing, chaired by Consumer Affairs
Secretary Avinash K Srivastava.

In case of pulses, the official
said Nafed has been asked to pro-
vide milled-tur dal at �82 per kg
to the Delhi government. These 
agencies will sell the buffer stock
of pulses created by the
Government. Tur dal rates in the
national Capital have crossed �100
per kg, though the Government
data shows �97/kg on Wednesday.
Besides, the Ministry has also 
prepared a list of wholesale sup-
pliers of pulses so that they could
keep an eye on hoardings.  There
were intelligence reports that there
is no shortage of pulses in the
country and several wholesale
suppliers have stopped the supply

to disrupt the retail supply. This has
led to increase of pulses rate across
the country. 

In case of tomato, Mother
Dairy has been directed to reduce
the rates  of all three varieties by
�2-3 per kg from October 24, the
official said.

The official further said the
Centre has decided to boost the
supply of hybrid variety of toma-
to in Delhi in the next few days.
Hybrids have a longer shelf life and
are of better quality. It was
informed in the meeting that
transportation of tomatoes from
Andhra Pradesh was not 
feasible.

Tomato prices have shot up to
�60-80 per kg in the national cap-
ital and some other parts of the
country due to rains in key grow-
ing state of Maharashtra. In the
case of onion, prices have started
lowering at some places. Even
Lasalgaon onion suppliers have
urged the Centre to lift curb on
export as the supply has been
improved in the past few days. 
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India on Wednesday launched a
national protocol for enumeration

of the snow leopard, an elusive
predator found in high-altitudes,
and exhorted the 12 range nations to
aim towards doubling the population
of the mystic cats whose number is
around 7,000 world over. 

Faced with habitation loss, prey
reduction and poaching, there are
just 700 snow leopards left in India,
mainly spotted in Himalayan regions
of Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Jammu
& Kashmir and Ladakh.

Addressing the inaugural session
of the fourth steering committee
meeting of the Global Snow Leopard
and Ecosystem Protection (GSLEP)
programme here, Union
Environment Minister Prakash
Javedkar on Wednesday said that a
national protocol on Snow leopard
population assessment in India has
been finalized. 

“Once we get a total count of the
snow leopards, each of the countries
will then strive to double the popu-
lation of this endangered wild ani-
mal, which is immensely critical for

our ecosystem,” he said on  the occa-
sion of the International Snow
Leopard Day on Wednesday.

Every year, October 23 is cele-
brated to protect and conserve the
snow leopards and preserve the
beautiful wildlife of the Himalayas.

The Minister said, India will have
a separate programme on snow
leopards to include green pathways
in the Himalayan region.

As many as 12 range countries,
including China, Russia,
Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Mongolia,

Pakistan, Krgyzstan, Nepal,
Bhutan, Uzbekista and
Kazakhstan are participating in
the two-day steering commit-
tee meeting being organized to
assess the efforts being made to
conserve the animal's habitat
and curb poaching and illegal
wildlife trade.

The Snow Leopard is fight-
ing a battle of survival with
only 7,500 of them estimated
to have been left in the moun-
tain ranges of Central Asia and
South Asia, where they are fac-
ing rising pressure due to habi-
tat loss. Known to be among
the top predators in the

Himalayan ecosystem, the animal is
listed among the 'vulnerable species'
in the IUCN Red List of threatened
species.

India is believed to have the third
highest population of snow leopards,
after China and Mongolia, however,
an exact count is not yet available.

Union Environment Secretary
CK Mishra said that the protocol has
been developed by the Wildlife
Institute of India (WII) and Nature
Conservation Foundation, in dis-
cussion with the five Himalayan

States. With the guidance of the SPAI
protocol the snow leopard range
states in India will be able to estimate
distribution and population of snow
leopards and prey using uniform
methodology, such that estimates
from the different States are compa-
rable and a national level estimate
may be achieved.

“ This protocol will inspire other
range countries of snow leopard
across Asia to develop their country
specific protocols”, said Mishra.

In 2017, at the International
Snow Leopard and Ecosystem
Conservation Forum in Bishkek,
the range country governments for-
mally endorsed a plan to develop a
global snow leopard population
assessment. The ambitious initiative,
called PAWS (Population Assessment
of the World's Snow Leopards), aims
to produce a robust estimate of the
threatened cat's population status
within the next 5 years.

It is being overseen by the
Steering Committee of the Global
Snow Leopard & Ecosystem
Protection Program (GSLEP), which
is comprised of the Environment
Ministers of all twelve snow leopard
range states.
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Rejecting reports of clamp-
down in Jammu & Kashmir,

a group of intellectuals and 
academicians in their report on
the State said things were normal
in the three regions of the State
but suggested confidence-build-
ing measures to ensure equitable
development of all regions and
people.

“Overall Kashmir is going
through intense churning.
Kashmiris  across the board seek
healing from a corrupt, 
oppressive, social  and political
culture that has emerged in
Kashmir for the past 70  years
and more intensely in the last 30
years,” said the report submitted
by the group to Union Minister
Jitendra Singh.

It said the team could feel the

freedom in the air.
“People of Jammu region

have welcomed the historic deci-
sion of  the Indian Parliament on
5th and 6th August 2019 for set-
ting aside  of Articles 370, 35-A
(of the Constitution) and all
related provisions.  Particularly
the victims of Article 35-A are
jubilant as they see  a normal life
for themselves henceforth. They
feel that they have become like
any other citizen of the state and
the country. For these  sections

of the society, independence was
achieved on 5th August  2019,”
the report said.

However, it would be the
responsibility of the state and the
Centre  to provide a healing
touch to the already wronged
sections of society, it said. 

Founded in 2015, the Group
of Intellectuals and Academicians
(GIA)  is a group of profession-
al women and entrepreneurs,
mediapersons  and academi-
cians committed to social justice
and nation-building. 

Members of the team include
Monika Arora, advocate,
Supreme Court;  Sonali
Chitalkar, Assistant Professor,
Miranda House (Delhi
University);  Ritu Mathur,
Assistant Professor, Zakir Husain
College (Delhi University);  and
Poonam Bachheti, educationist.
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday refused to set

up a special bench to urgently
hear the pending petition of
the Goa Government seeking
resumption of construction of
a greenfield  airport at Mopa in
the State.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi was told
by Attorney General K K
Venugopal, appearing for the
State Government, that the
construction of the airport has
been stalled for the last ten

months  and the petition of the
State Government is pending
before the apex court.

“We are not in a position to
constitute a special bench now.
Mr  attorney, our present 
situation does not permit us to
do this,” the  bench, which also
comprised justices S A Bobde
and S A Nazeer, said.

One of the lawyers appear-

ing for the firm, GMR Goa
International  Airport Limited
(GGIAL), said that a bench
headed by Justice D Y
Chandrachud has already
heard this petition partly and
the matter needs to be con-
cluded at the earliest.

GGIAL had won the bid
for the airport under the build-
own-operate  and transfer
(BOOT) scheme.

The bench asked the
lawyers to request the presid-
ing judge (Justice
Chandrachud) “to release the
matter”.
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ITBP chief SS Deswal on
Wednesday said India and

China have very good under-
standing, and well understood
and agreed mechanisms to
resolve all issues arising at the
border. Both sides patrol dis-
puted pockets along the Line of
Actual Control and the ITBP
has got trained 200 men and
officers in Mandarin (Chinese)
language to facilitate better
communication with the
Chinese troops on the LAC. 

The ITBP, guarding the
Line of Actual Control (LAC)
with China, has “enhanced” its

capacity to reach up
to the farthest border
point and added 25
border out posts in
the past five years to
ensure effective pre-
paredness and
patrolling on the
frontier, he said. 

Addressing reporters on
the eve of the 58th Raising Day
of the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP), Deswal said the
“status quo” at the 3,488-km
LAC between India and China
is maintained and that the
paramilitary force is making
efforts to have “better capaci-
ty” than the neighbour.

Asked about the
number of incidents
of transgressions or
incursions by the
Chinese PLA troops
in the recent past,
Deswal refused to give
absolute numbers but

said the Indian side is “as
aggressive” as the Chinese.

“We are continuously
increasing border posts, we
have increased patrolling and
in the last five years we have
created 25 new border out
posts or BOPs,” Deswal said,
adding each BOP was a “com-
pany level strength”, implying
hundred troops.
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Seeking to stem the discontent within the
beleaguered party due to the non-conduct of

the scheduled nationwide 10-day mass protest
this month against the Modi Government on
economic issues, the Congress on Wednesday
announced new dates for the protest.

A day after The Pioneer reported how
tongues are wagging within the Congress 
circles as the protest slated to be held between
October 15 and 25 at all levels did not take off,
party general secretary KC Venugopal claimed
the programme had to be postponed because of
the just concluded Assembly elections. 

The protests will now be carried out
between November 5th and November 15th, he

said. 
Questions were being raised over why the

Congress protests failed to take off even as the
exit polls have predicted yet another 
poll debacle for the party in Haryana and
Maharashtra. 

The party had officially announced a month
ago to undertake a massive protest between
October 15 and 25 with the participation of party
chief Sonia Gandhi, her predecessor Rahul
Gandhi, former Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and top party leaders. 

AICC insiders even pointed to the possibility
of the protest being 'sabotaged' by a section of
leaders midway during the poll campaign for
Assembly elections in Haryana and 
Maharashtra. 
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German Chancellor Angela
Merkel will  pay a three-

day visit to India beginning
October 31 with an aim to  fur-
ther broadbase strategic ties in
an array of key areas including
defence and security.

Official sources said
Merkel and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,  in their wide-
ranging talks, will particularly
focus on giving a  new 
momentum to the bilateral ties
by significantly scaling up
cooperation in several sectors.

During her visit from
October 31 to November 2,

Merkel will also  meet top 
executives of major Indian
companies which are active in
Germany.

The two sides are likely to
explore ways to further ramp-
ing up ties  in areas of defence,
security, renewable energy,
high technology,  skill devel-
opment, railways, education,
water and waste management
and urban development,
sources said. Modi and Merkel
are also expected to deliberate
on key regional  and global
issues including the situation in
Afghanistan, West Asia  and
Korean peninsula.

In June, Modi and Merkel

met on the sidelines of the G20
summit  in Japanese city of
Osaka and discussed ways to
enhance cooperation  in areas
like artificial intelligence and
cyber security.

India and Germany have
been strategic partners since
2001. Both  the countries have
a mechanism of intergovern-
mental consultations  at the
level of head of Governments
which allows for a compre-
hensive  review of cooperation
and identification of fresh areas
of engagement.  India is among
a select group of countries
with which Germany has such
a dialogue mechanism. 
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Bengaluru: As rains pounded
the regions battered by flood
havoc two months back,
Karnataka Chief Minister BS
Yediyurappa wondered on
Wednesday whether the stars are
to be blamed for nature's fury
again.

"There was downpour last
time. It seems our stars are not
good," he said.

"Once again the Rain God
(Varuna) is furious and is
pounding many districts, sub-
merging many villages. Deaths
have taken place and vehicles
have been swept away," he told
reporters.

The heavy downpour in
August this year in Karnataka
led to floods in 22 districts, lead-
ing to the deaths of 84 people in
rain related incidents.

About 5.5 lakh acres of land
were inundated, while crops in
about 2.3 lakh acres was com-
pletely ruined.

About 1.5 lakh houses were
destroyed in August's flood and
heavy rains.

Yediyurappa said he was
holding discussions with the dis-
trict authorities and video con-
ferencing with them on provid-
ing relief to the rain affected peo-
ple. The Chief Minister said
whatever support was extended
to the flood victims two months
ago would be provided to the
affected people this time also.

Belagavi, Bagalkote,
Vijayapura, Kalaburagi, Gadag,
Hubballi-Dharwad, parts of

Mysuru, Kodagu and
Chikkamagaluru bore the brunt
of heavy downpour once again.

Landslips were reported in
many places while vehicular
movement was hit in several
parts of the state.

At Gokak, the administra-
tion toiled hard to remove a
huge rock in the Mallikarjuna
Hills which rolled down and
stopped just before it hit a major
settlement of homes. Had it
rolled its entire course, it could
have severely damaged several
houses, officials said. PTI
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Union Minister and senior BJP
leader Raosaheb Danve land-

ed in trouble on Wednesday after
a video — in which he is reportedly
telling a Muslim gathering that no
one would stop them from under-
taking slaughter of cow progeny —
went viral on social media.

Campaigning for his son
Santosh Danve who is contesting
the State Assembly polls on a BJP
ticket from Bhokardan in Jalgaon
district in Maharashtra’s
Marathwada region, Danve is
heard as telling a Muslim gather-
ing: “For the first time when ban
on the slaughter of cow progeny
was imposed and that too at the
time of Bakri-Id, some people
from here came to me and told me
they were not being allowed to
slaughter the animal as a sacrifice
during the festival. I told them: As
long as Raosaheb Danve is there,
no one will stop you from slaugh-
tering”.

The video is of part of the

speech that Danve purportedly
delivered at the Muslim-domi-
nated area of Katora Bazar in
Bhokardan on October 19, the last
day of campaigning for the State
Assembly polls held on October
21.

Danve is also heard saying:
“there is illegal business of rice and
sandalwood here (in Bhokardan).
Should I stop it? I can stop it in
just one day”.

After the video went viral,
Danve in a statement clarified that
the video had been “doctored” and
he had not made any statement
relating to cow slaughter. "I would
like to clarify that I have made no
such comment regarding cow
slaughter and the video that is
being shared online is manipu-
lated to convey a wrong message
in the society," the minister said
in his statement.

Meanwhile, one Nitesh Oza
lodged a complaint with the
police at Sangli in western
Maharashtra against Danve. In his
complaint, Danve alleged that

Danve had hurt the sentiments of
the Hindu community and
demanded that a FIR be registered
against the minister for his pur-
ported remarks.

In a related development,
NCP’s Mumbai unit president
and party’s state spokesperson
Nawab Malik  demanded that
Danve be arrested for advising the
people to break the law.

“Danve is playing the religious
sentiments of the people by advis-
ing and encouraging the people to
break the law against cow slaugh-
ter. Hence, the police should reg-
ister an FIR and arrest him,”
Malik said.

“On one hand, Muslim com-
munity members are being tar-
geted and mob lynched in the
name of cow slaughter. On the
other, a minister is telling Muslim
community members to under-
take cow slaughter.  If we have
such a Minister in our midst, we
can realise what is happening in
the country,” the NCP spokesper-
son said.
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Kottayam: A nun, who filed a
rape case against Bishop Franco
Mulakkal, has approached the
National and State Women's
Commissions besides the
National Human Rights
Commission, accusing the priest
and his supporters of "harassing"
her through various online plat-
forms. Acting swiftly, the Kerala
Women's Commission regis-
tered a case on the basis of the
complaint and directed the cyber
wing of the Kerala police to inves-
tigate the matter.

The commission observed
that the nun's complaint was
"very serious" in nature and
directed the State police chief and
the cyber wing of Kerala police

to submit a report in 10 days.
Chairperson of the Kerala

Women's Commission M C
Josephine said no woman should
be harassed through social media
and directed police to take strong
action against the culprits.

In her complaint, the nun
alleged the Bishop and his sup-
porters were humiliating and
defaming her and her fellow nuns
who are witness in the case
through social media and
youtube channels.

"From the time the sexual
assault was reported, I have been
subjected to extreme humiliation
and intimidations in various
forms," the nun said in her com-
plaint to the National Human

Rights Commission.
She further alleged that from

the time the sexual assault FIR
was registered, she and her fellow
nuns have been "subjected to the
vilest forms of character assassi-
nation." "Attempts have been
made through church authorities
and various church social media
organisations to spread rumours
against me and my companion
sisters who are also key witness-
es in the case. False statements,
imputations and fabricated sto-
ries tarnishing our reputation and
character are being systematically
spread through the YouTube
channel, and we believe Bishop
Franco and his group are behind
this agenda," she claimed. PTI
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New Delhi: The Government
on Wednesday hiked the min-
imum support price for wheat
by �85 to �1,925 a quintal and
for pulses by up to �325 per
quintal.

A decision in this regard
was taken at a meeting of the
Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA),
headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

The MSP is the rate at
which the Government buys
grains from farmers.

"In a move to increase
farmers' income, the Cabinet
has increased the MSP of rabi
(winter-sown) crops for the
current year," Information and
Broadcasting Minister Prakash
Javadekar told reporters after
the meeting.

The CCEA has approved

�85 per quintal hike in wheat
MSP to �1,925 per quintal for
the 2019-20 rabi crop, up 
from �1,840 per quintal last
year.

Barley MSP has also been
increased by �85 to �1,525 per
quintal from �1,440 per quin-
tal last year.

To encourage cultivation of
pulses, the support price of
masoor has been increased by

�325 to �4,800 per quintal
from �4,475 per quintal last
year.

Similarly, the MSP for
gram has been hiked by �255
to �4,875 per quintal for this
year from �4,620 per quintal
last year.

Among oilseeds, rape-
seed/mustard MSP has been
increased by �225 to �4,425 per
quintal for 2019-20 rabi crop

from �4,200 per quintal during
2018-19.

The minimum support
price for safflower has been
hiked by �270 to �5,215 per
quintal from �4,945 per 
quintal last year.

The MSP for rabi crops
announced for this year is in
line with the recommendation
of the Government's farm price
advisory body CACP.
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In the biggest reform in fuel
retailing sector in almost two

decades, the Government on
Wednesday relaxed norms for set-
ting up petrol pumps, allowing
non-oil companies to venture
into the business - a move that
could help private and foreign
firms to enter the world's fastest-
growing market.

At present, to obtain a fuel
retailing license in India, a com-
pany needs to invest 
�2,000 crore in either hydrocar-
bon exploration and production,
refining, pipelines or liquefied
natural gas (LNG) terminals.

Companies with a net worth
of �250 crore will be allowed to
sell petrol and diesel subject to
condition that they install facili-
ties for marketing of at least one
new generation alternate fuel
such as CNG, LNG, biofuels or
electric vehicle charging within
three years of start of operations,
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Prakash Javadekar said
here.

The retailers will necessarily
have to set up 5 per cent of the
total outlets in rural areas within
five years, he said while briefing
reporters on the decision taken by
the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA) head-
ed by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.

"The new policy will bring in
more investment and give a fillip
to 'Ease of Doing Business'. It will
boost direct and indirect
employment in the sector. Setting
up of more retail outlets (ROs)
will result in better competition
and better services for con-
sumers," he said.

The Government had last
set fuel marketing conditions in
2002 and the review now is based
on the recommendation of a
high-level expert committee.

The move will facilitate entry
of global giants such as Total SA
of France, Saudi Arabia's Aramco,
BP Plc of UK and Trafigura's
downstream arm Puma Energy.

Total in partnership with
Adani Group had in November
2018 applied for a license to
retail petrol and diesel through
1,500 outlets. BP too has formed
a partnership with Reliance
Industries to set up petrol pumps,
but is yet to make a formal appli-
cation.

While Puma Energy had
applied for a retail license,
Aramco was in talks to enter the
sector.

State-owned oil marketing
companies — Indian Oil Corp
(IOC), Bharat Petroleum Corp
Ltd (BPCL) and Hindustan
Petroleum Corp Ltd (HPCL) —
currently own most of 65,554
petrol pumps in the country.

Reliance Industries, Nayara
Energy— formerly Essar Oil—
and Royal Dutch Shell are the pri-
vate players in the market but
with limited presence. Reliance,
which operates the world's largest
oil refining complex, has less
than 1,400 outlets.

Nayara has 5,344 while Shell
has just 160 pumps.

BP plc of UK had a couple of
years back secured a license to set
up 3,500 pumps but hasn't yet
started doing so. It is now ven-
turing into the business with
Reliance with plans to scale up
Reliance's present network
strength to 5,500.

"The entities seeking market
authorization for petrol and diesel
are allowed to apply for retail and
bulk authorization separately or
both," an official statement issued
on CCEA decision said.

The companies have been
given flexibility in setting up a
joint venture or subsidiary for
market authorization.

"In addition to conventional
fuels, the authorized entities are
required to install facilities for
marketing at least one new gen-
eration alternate fuel, like CNG,
LNG, biofuels, electric charging,

etc. 
At their proposed retail out-

lets within 3 years of opera-
tionalization of the said outlet," it
said.

"An individual may be
allowed to obtain a dealership of
more than one marketing com-
pany in case of open dealerships
of PSU oil marketing companies
but at different sites."

The high-level expert com-
mittee while suggesting scrapping
of the �2,000 crore investment
norm for setting up petrol pumps
had proposed grant of autho-
rization on submission of a bank
guarantee that could be encashed
in case of failure to perform stip-
ulated conditions.

Failing to set up a minimum
of 5 per cent of petrol pumps in
identified remote areas was to
attract a penalty of �3 crore per
pump. But firms can at their
choice deposit �2 crore per
remote area pump at the time of
licensing to get an exemption
from the clause, the panel had
said.

Currently, IOC is the market
leader with 27,981 petrol pumps
in the country, followed by HPCL
with 15,584 outlets, and BPCL
with 15,078 fuel stations.

The expert committee had
proposed the collection of a bank
guarantee at the rate of �3 crore
per remote area petrol pump as
a security towards the company
meeting its universal service
obligation as per timelines.

The expert committee was set
up in October last year and was
asked to "look at various issues
related to the implementation of
existing guidelines for grant of the
marketing authorization of mar-
ket fuels —petrol, diesel, and avi-
ation turbine fuel (ATF)".

The panel includes renowned
economist Kirit Parikh, former oil
secretary G C Chaturvedi, former
IOC chairman M A Pathan, IIM
Ahmedabad Director Errot
D'souza and Ashutosh Jindal,
joint secretary in the 
Ministry of petroleum and nat-
ural gas. 
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Though Tamil Nadu is being
battered by heavy downpour

of northeast monsoon in the last
quarter of every year since 2015,
the State Government has failed
to put in place an effective flood
mitigation system, according to
former bureaucrats who are spe-
cialised in town planning.  

The Indian Meteorological
Department has forecast heavy
rain in the State from October 25
as part of the northeast monsoon.
But there is no foolproof storm
water drains in Chennai or other
major cities, if reports appearing

in Tamil news channels and local
media are any indication.

The 2015 flood crippled
Chennai and surrounding areas
and claimed more than 200 lives.
Absence of storm water drain was
cited as one of the reasons for the
flood which ravaged the metrop-
olis for almost three weeks. “Even
now, the general public are in the
dark about storm water drains.
They cannot distinguish between
storm water drain and sewage
drainage,” said Prof  S Vincent,
former head of Tamil Nadu State
Council for Science and
Technology. He had submitted an
action plan to the Chennai
Corporation in 2009 itself to for-

tify the storm water drains in the
city. He had scanned the entire
drain length with GPS and had
pointed out the missing links as
well as the regions where the
storm water drains and sewage
drains were mixed up. “It seems
no concrete action has been
taken,” said Dr Vincent.

On Tuesday, Chief Minister
Edappadi Palaniswami con-
vened a meeting of all govern-
ment officials to prepare an
action plan to counter any kind
of floods which may pose threat
to the city. The 2015 flood had
caused the city Rs 26,000 crore
according to officials in the
State Secretariat. 
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Srinagar: Defending the team
that probed the Kathua rape
and murder case last year,
Jammu & Kashmir police chief
Dilbag Singh on Wednesday
said no witnesses were tortured
and the court's directive of an
FIR against the investigating
police officials would be fol-
lowed.

The police chief 's com-
ments came a day after a
Jammu court directed police to
register an FIR against six
members of the Special
Investigation Team (SIT),
which probed the case of the
rape and murder of an eight-
year-old in Kathua, for alleged-
ly torturing and coercing wit-
nesses to give false statements.

The court order is being
examined and all necessary
action will be taken, Singh
told reporters during a briefing
about an encounter in which
three terrorists were killed in
Tral, south Kashmir.

He also made it clear that
every FIR is not necessarily
based on facts. "Sometimes

there is an aim, motivation and
the Court's direction came and
we will see. We investigate
thousands of cases. We have
more than 17,000 cases regis-
tered every year. 

"It does not mean that we
pick up people and torture
them. So there are cases, high-
profile cases, where people
resort to this kind of actions
and reactions. We will certain-
ly take action as per law and
there is nothing to worry
about,” he said. 

The Jammu court was
hearing an application from
Sachin Sharma, Neeraj Sharma
and Sahil Sharma, friends of
one of the accused, Vishal

Jangotra, who was subse-
quently acquitted. 

The court directed that an
FIR be registered against then
SSP RK Jalla (now retired), ASP
Peerzada Naveed, Deputy
Superintendents of Police
Shetmbari Sharma and Nissar
Hussain and Sub-Inspectors
Urfan Wani and Kewal Kishore.
It also asked the SSP (Jammu)
to give a compliance report by
the next date of hearing on
November 11.

Sources in the police force
said an application quashing
the lower court's order would
be moved before the Jammu &
Kashmir High Court soon.

The Kathua rape and mur-
der case ended with the con-
viction of six people, including
the main accused Sanji Ram
and dismissed Special Police
Officers Deepak Khajuria and
Parvesh Kumar who were sen-
tenced to life imprisonment.
Three dismissed policemen
Anand Dutta, Tilak Raj, and
Surender Verma were sen-
tenced to five years in jail. PTI
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Jammu: The maiden Jammu &
Kashmir Block Development
Council (BDC) polls on Thursday
will see 1,065 candidates in the fray
across 310 polling stations, with
Congress, NC and PDP boycotting
the first electoral exercise after
abrogation of the special status.

There are 26,629 electors —
8,313 women and 18,316 men —
for the polls to elect chairpersons
of BDCs, officials said.

They said adequate security
arrangements have been made at
the polling stations, and for panch-
es and sarpanches, who will vote in
the BDC elections.

There are 316 blocks in the
state, but the election will be held
in 310 as two are without elected
panches and sarpanches, and four
blocks reserved for women have no
women candidates, the officials
said. Ballot boxes will be used in the
election. They said 1,092 nomina-
tions, including 853 Independents,
were found eligible after scrutiny
and withdrawal. Twenty-seven
candidates were elected chairper-
sons in various BDCs unopposed,
leaving 1,065 in the fray, the offi-
cials said.

The highest number of candi-
dates are in north Kashmir's
Kupwara district (101) and the low-
est in south Kashmir's Shopian (4).
Congress, CPI(M), National
Conference (NC) and People's
Democratic Party (PDP) are not
taking part in the elections which
are being held on party basis. 

The Congress has announced
its decision to boycott the elections
citing "indifferent attitude" of the
state administration and continued
detention of its leaders in Kashmir.  

There are 90 candidates in
Baramulla, 82 in Jammu, 76 in
Rajouri, 74 in Doda, 72 in Kathua,
58 each in Udhampur and
Budgam, 44 in Kishtwar, 43 in
Ramban and 39 in Reasi, the offi-
cials said. 

Leh and Kargil districts togeth-
er account for 74 candidates, 38
from Kargil and 36 from Leh.Five
candidates are in the fray from
Srinagar district. 

There would be one polling
station for one BDC, and accord-
ingly, 310 polling stations have
been setup in the state, one in each
block where elections are to be
held, the officials said. PTI

Jammu: On the eve of the maiden Block Development
Council (BDC) elections in Jammu & Kashmir, the state unit
of Congress on Wednesday accused the BJP of making a
"mockery of democracy" by "forcing" the main opposition
parties to stay away from the electoral exercise.

The Congress along with the main regional parties —
the National Conference and the Peoples Democratic Party
— have boycotted the BDC elections citing indifferent atti-
tude of the state administration and continued detention of
the party leaders in the valley.

"Holding of elections to BDCs at this juncture and forc-
ing the major opposition parties to stay away from the elec-
tion is betrayal with the electorates and mockery of democ-
racy," Jammu & Kashmir Pradesh Congress Committee
(JKPCC) chief spokesperson Ravinder Sharma said.

He said this is the first such election in the history of
the State and the country when only the ruling party is in
the contest. "The Government went ahead with the BDC
election that too on party basis without caring for the basic
democratic, rich traditions and fundamental essence for elec-
tions in the country. The entire opposition leaders were
detained for more than two months (in Jammu) and still
most of opposition leaders in Kashmir are not permitted
to move out," he said.  Despite holding the elections on party
basis, no prior consultation was held with the political par-
ties, he said, adding no attempt was made to make the atmos-
phere conducive for the elections by setting the Opposition
leaders free. The Congress leader said the Govt has arbitrarily
forced these elections on the people against all basic norms
of democracy by creating such an atmosphere and condi-
tions for mainstream opposition parties so that they can stay
away from the election process. "Such kind of farce exer-
cise has not added value to the democratic system besides
it has deprived the Panchayati Raj Institutions of the full ben-
efits of 73rd Amendments when the entire constitution of
India stands applied to the state in the aftermath of the abro-
gation of Article 370," he said. PTI
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Yasin Malik, who had escaped
judicial scrutiny in the case

related to the killing of four IAF
personnel in 1990, appeared
through video conferencing,
after a long gap of 29 years, in a
TADA court in Jammu on
Wednesday. 

Four IAF personnel, includ-
ing a squadron leader, Ravi
Khanna, were killed in the grue-
some attack led by Yasin Malik
on January 25,1990 in Rawalpora
area while 22 other personnel
were injured. Malik is currently
lodged in Delhi’s Tihar jail in
connection with terror funding
case through the Pak High
Commission.

The next hearing in the case
is scheduled to take place on
November 5th. Out of seven
accused in the case, five were
produced in the court and  Yasin
Malik appeared via video con-
ferencing. The seventh accused,
Showkat Bakshi, currently
lodged in a Srinagar jail,
remained absent. The Judge
directed that his appearance is
must in the next hearing.
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The Jammu & Kashmir
administration has pro-

cured around 1.34 lakh boxes
of apple from fruit growers in
south Kashmir under the
Marketing Intervention
Scheme (MIS), officials said. 

As many as 1,34,000 apple
boxes have been procured from
Fruit Mandi Batengoo in
Anantnag district and Rs 2.50
crores have been paid to fruit
growers  under recently
launched MIS under the
department of Horticulture,
they said. The basic objective of
MIS is to provide remunerative
prices to the farmers in case of
glut in production and fall in
prices. Officials said the depart-
ment of Horticulture has also
distributed 19 irrigation pumps
and 20 tubewells worth Rs

3.23 lakh to the orchardists and
emphasis is being laid on high-
density plantation. Out of
66,335 hectare land under cul-
tivation, 38,756.75 hectares are

under Kharif crops and 26,279
hectares are under Rabi crop,
officials said at a meeting
chaired by Advisor to Governor
Farooq Khan on Tuesday.
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Four Jharkhand MLAs joined
the BJP on Wednesday, giv-

ing the state’s ruling party a
shot in the arm ahead of the
Assembly polls later this
year.Those who switched sides
included Sukhdeo Bhagat and
Manoj Yadav of the Congress,
Kunal Sarangi of the JMM
andIndependent MLA Bhanu
Pratap Sahi, party sources said.
They were inducted into the
BJP in the presence of Chief
Minister Raghubar Das.
Another JMM MLA Jaiprakash
Bhai Patel, who was also tipped
to join the saffronparty, did not
turn up, they said. With the

induction of the four lawmak-
ers, the BJP’s strength in the 81-
member House has risen to 47.
While Bhagat, a former
Jharkhand Pradesh Congress
Committee president, repre-
sents Lohardaga constituency,
Yadav was elected from
Darkatha seat.

Sarangi had won from
Baragorah constituency and
Sahi is a two-time MLA from
Bhavnathpur seat. Sarangis
father Dinesh Sarangi was also
a minister in the erstwhile
BJP-led NDA governments of
Babulal Marandi and Arjun
Munda. Former Jharkhand
police chief Dinesh Kumar
Pandey, who retired from ser-

vice this year, and former IAS
officer Suchitra Sinha also
joined the party.

Welcoming the MLAs and
former civil servants into the
party, the chief minister said
they joined the BJ P as they
were influenced by the party’s
ideology of ‘Sab ka saath, sab ka
Vikas’. “All these people have
joined the BJP to give a stable
government in the interest of
society and the state. They
believe in the BJPs ideology,
which is a happy message to
thestate, as the people of the
country and the state have
rejected dynastic politics,” Das
said. The BJP has often target-
ed the Congress and the JMM

over “dynastic politics”. BJPs
Jharkhand Election co-in-
charge Nand Kishore Yadav,
who is a cabinet minister in
Bihar, former union minister
Jayant Sinha and the partys
state unit president Laxman
Gilua were also present at the
event. In February, 2015, six
Jharkhand Vikas Morcha
(Prajatantrik) MLAs had joined
the BJP. Elections to the state
Assembly are likey in
November- December.

The Raghubar Das gov-
ernment will be the first to
complete a full term in office
since the state was carved out
of Bihar on November 15,
2000. 
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Two overground workers
(O GWs) of  Hizbul

Mujahideen, including the
brother of top Hizbul terror-
ist Jehangir Saroori, were
arrested by the police in
Jammu & Kashmir’s Kishtwar
district, officials said.

As part of the ongoing
operation against terrorists
and their supporters in the
state, police raided a place in
Kishtwar hills and arrested
the two OGWs on Tuesday
night, they said.

They have been identified
as Abdul Kareen, brother of
Hizbul terrorist Amin Bhat
alias Jehangir Saroori, and
Danish Naseer of Dacchan
belt, they said. PTI
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Students appearing for the
Test of English as a Foreign

Language (TOEFL) will now be
able to get their scores within
six days of taking the exam as
against the previous period of
minimum 10 days.

The Educational Testing
Services (ETS), which con-
ducts the test, has also launched
the official TOEFL app to help
students register for the English
language examination.

“As part of an effort to
enhance test experience for
students and its value to insti-
tutions worldwide we have
reduced the score reporting
time to six days,” Executive
Director of the TOEFL pro-
gramme Srikant Gopal said.

Students can now down-
load the TOEFL app through
Apple app store or Google
play store. The app will offer
similar features to students’
online accounts, including test
registration, searching for test
centres and finding open seats

in a two-month period.The
users will be able to purchase
comprehensive guides and link
to free practice material,
including a full-length practice
test and TOEFL insider’s guide
online course scores, view score
reports from all valid test

administrations, including best
scores, and send additional
score reports to designated
institutions, Gopal said.

Requests for disability
accommodations or health-
related needs accommodations
can also be made using the app
and users will be able to view
the status of current and past
requests.

The ETS had earlier this
year announced certain
changes to TOEFL to “bring
the test in sync with changing
demands of educational insti-
tutions”. From August, the
duration of the test was short-
ened by 30 minutes and the
number of questions in three
sections — reading, listening
and speaking— reduced. The
earlier duration of the test was

three-and-a-half hours.
The ETS had in May also

announced introduction of a
feature called ‘My best scores’
which combines test takers’
best scores for each section
from all valid TOEFL scores
from the previous two years. 

The option allows test tak-
ers to show their best overall
test performance to institutions
making important admissions
decisions. The TOEFL, a glob-
al test for English language, is
welcomed by more than 10,000
institutions in over 150 coun-
tries and is universally accept-
ed in popular destinations like
the United States, Canada,
Australia and New Zealand,
and by over 98 per cent of uni-
versities in the United
Kingdom. 
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The West Bengal govern-
ment has urged the Union

Home Ministry to reconsider
its decision of entrusting the
CRPF with the security of
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar,
a senior official said on
Wednesday.  The state gov-
ernment has, in a letter to the
MHA dated October 21, also
sought to know why it was not
consulted before the decision
was taken to hand over the
governor’s security to the
CRPF. “It is the responsibility
of the state government to
look after the security of the
governor since he is the con-
stitutional head of the state.
“The state government has
provided him with ‘Z’ catego-
ry security since the first day
of his appointment.

Then why did the MHA
suddenly decide to entrust the
CRPF with his security with-
out consulting us?” a senior
state government official told
PTI, wishing not to be named.
Sources in the governor’s office
said a communication was
sent to the state government to
upgrade his security from Z to

Z+ category after his vehicle
was blocked at Jadavpur
University by students when he
had gone there to ‘rescue’
Union Minister Babul Supriyo
in September.

Supriyo was shown black
flags, heckled and mobbed by
students of Left-leaning organ-
isations who tried to prevent
him from addressing an event
of the ABVP, the students
wing of the RSS. The official
said, the state government’s
security arrangements are
“foolproof ” and that the MHA
has been urged to rethink the
issue.

Dhankhar took oath as
the governor of West Bengal
on July 30. The MHA had on
October 15 issued an order
directing the CRPF to take
charge of Dhankhar’s security
that will be valid in all parts of
the country. 
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Normal life remained affect-
ed in Kashmir for the

80th consecutive day on
Wednesday with main markets
shut and public transport off
the roads, officials said.Some
shops opened for a few hours
early in the morning in some
areas, including in the com-
mercial hub of Lal Chowk in
the city here, but downed their
shutters around 11 am, they
said. The officials said main
markets and other business
establishments were however
shut.Private transport was ply-
ing and the number of vehicles
was higher than Sunday, lead-
ing to traffic jams at various
spots in the city, they said.

Auto-rickshaws and a few
inter-district cabs were also
seen plying in some areas of
the Valley, they
added.However, the other
modes of public transport were
off the roads.There was huge
rush of private vehicles in
some areas of the city, includ-
ing commercial hub of Lal
Chowk and Jehangir Chowk,
causing massive traffic jams in
some areas, prompting author-
ities to press in more police
personnel to regulate the
movement of the vehicles, the

officials said. Internet ser-
vices — across all platforms –
continued to be snapped in the
Valley, they said.

Schools and colleges were
open, but students stayed away
as parents continued to keep
their wards at home due to
apprehensions about their safe-
ty, the officials said.  While
landline and postpaid mobile
phone services have been
restored across the Valley, all
internet services continue to
remain suspended since
August 5 when the Centre
announced its decision to
abrogate Article 370 of the
Constitution and divide the
state into two union territories.

Most of the top level and
second rung separatist politi-
cians have been taken into pre-
ventive custody while main-
stream leaders, including two
former chief ministers —
Omar Abdullah and
Mehbooba Mufti, have been
either detained or placed under
house arrest. Another former
chief minister and sitting Lok
Sabha MP from Srinagar
Farooq Abdullah has been
arrested under the controver-
sial Public Safety Act, a law
enacted by his father and
National Conference founder
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah
in 1978 when he was the chief
minister



Wing Commander Jag
Mohan (Jaggi) Nath of the
Indian Air Force (IAF) is
the first of six Indian offi-
cers to have twice been

awarded the Maha Vir Chakra (MVC),
India’s second highest war-time military
decoration. For 11 years, the 90-year-old
Wing Commander had the privilege to fly
the famous Canberras, out of which, for
eight years, he worked for the top-secret
106 Squadron. He received his first MVC
for his role in reconnaissance missions over
the Aksai Chin and Tibet between 1960
and 1962.

Even during the Sino-Indian War
(October-November 1962), he regularly
flew over Tibet. The MVC citation says:
“[He] fulfilled a number of hazardous oper-
ations involving flying over difficult moun-
tain terrain, both by day and night, in
adverse weather conditions and in complete
disregard of his personal safety.”

His missions proved immensely use-
ful to learn about the Chinese military
build-up on the Tibetan plateau in the years
preceding the 1962 war but unfortunate-
ly, the political leadership refused to
believe the hard evidence gathered during
his sorties and draw logical conclusions
from the information gathered.

Nath’s conclusions were that in 1962,
China had no Air Force worth the name
on the Tibetan plateau. The fate of the
Sino-Indian war could have been totally
different had India used its own Air
Force but the then Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru and VK Krishna Menon,
the Defence Minister, chose to ignore the
findings of the daring airman. 

In an interview, the Wing Commander
told this writer: “If we had sent a few air-
planes into Tibet, we could have wiped the
Chinese out and everything could have been
different in the 1962 war. The political lead-
ership did not believe me that China had
no Air Force. Can you imagine what would
have happened if we had used the IAF at that
time? The Chinese would have never dared
do anything.” It is one of the greatest
tragedies of India’s modern history.

The Wing Commander remembered:
“The job of the 106 Squadron was to sur-
vey these areas.” He recalled his first recon-
naissance flight with 106 Squadron over the
Aksai Chin: “My Commanding Officer
[later Air Marshal] Randhir Singh was on
leave at that time, I was alone. I was briefed
by the Western Air Command to go, find
out from where the Chinese have come and
take photographs.”

One day, at the end of 1960, Air-Vice
Marshal DAR Nanda, then IAF’s Deputy
Chief, told him: “You go and take pictures
and I will send an escort with you.” Another
Canberra escorted Nath to protect him
while he was taking pictures of Daulat Beg
Oldi (DBO) at the edge of the Aksai Chin
in Ladakh.

Nearly 60 years after the
events, he is still very emotion-
al: “I kept going down and sud-
denly, I saw the Chinese there.
I took photographs of the
Chinese soldiers all over the
place. I could have taken their
portraits. They were all around.”
After he returned to Delhi, he
went straight to the office of
Krishna Menon with Nanda
and in his words: “Krishna
Menon did not ask anything, he
just said ‘Did you see the
Chinese soldiers?’ I answered
‘Yes Sir, I saw them’. ‘That’s
alright, you can go’.” Nath knew
that Menon later passed the
information to Nehru. No reac-
tion either.

On September 8, 1962, the
Dhola Post in the Tawang sec-
tor was surrounded by some
600 Chinese soldiers; the Indian
Army responded aggressively.
Six weeks later, Mao’s Liberation
Army massively attacked the 7
Infantry Brigade headquartered
on the Namkha chu (river). The
debacle which followed is well
known. What is not known is
the extent of knowledge the IAF
had about the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA)’s
deployment and the absence of
the Chinese Air Force in Tibet.

On October 11, 1962, a
note by China’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Beijing was
given to the Embassy of India
in China. It brings more light
on the reconnaissance work
done by the 106 Squadron
before (and during) the war. 

The Chinese note says: “In
the night of October 10, 1962,
an Indian aircraft intruded into
China’s air space over the sub-
urbs of Lhasa at 20.15 hours for
reconnaissance and then flew
northward along the Chinghai-
Tibet (Qinghai-Tibet) highway
to Damshune [Damchung]
where it made reconnaissance
circlings over a Chinese airfield
and then flew away in the
direction of India.”

Damchung, north of Lhasa,
was the only airport used by the
Chinese in Tibet at that time; it
had no air defence.

The note from the Chinese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
continued: “The deep intru-
sion of Indian aircraft into
China for flagrant reconnais-
sance over the capital city of,
and an airfield in Tibet, was
obviously an action coordinat-
ed with the current military
attacks by the aggressive Indian
troops in the eastern sector of
the Sino Indian border. The
Chinese Government… warns
the Indian side that it must give
serious thought to the grave
consequences of such increas-
ingly frantic activities of
aggression.”

What to conclude? China
had no Air Force able to counter
the Indian reconnaissance
flights and no air defence able
to shoot down the planes. Had
India extensively used its Air
Force, what could have been dif-
ferent? We would have proba-
bly won the 1962 war.

One can also imagine that
casualties would have been less
on the Indian side and more on
the Chinese. Further, the num-
ber of Indian PoWs, who suf-
fered for seven months in Tibet,
would have been far less. The
Line of Actual Control would
have remained where it was in
September 1959 and the border
dispute with China would not
be as acute as today. The
Shaksgam Valley would not
have been offered to China by
Pakistan in 1963. There would
have been no scar on India’s psy-
che as there is today.

The fate of the Tibetan
people would have certainly
been different. In China, Mao
Zedong would have lost his job
and perhaps no Cultural
Revolution would have taken
place three years later. As a
result, China would have been
completely different today.

In 1965, Pakistan would
perhaps have thought twice
before venturing into Operation
Gibraltar to create insurgency
against Indian rule in Jammu &
Kashmir, ultimately resulting in
the Indo-Pakistan War of 1965.
Three years later, India learnt its
lesson that the Air Force can be
useful…and by that time, there
was a more decisive Chief of Air
Staff (Marshal of the Air Force
Arjan Singh). It is when Nath
was awarded his second MVC.
But sadly, history can’t be
rewritten.

(The writer is an expert on
India-China relations)
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Sir — Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
chief Amit Shah seems to have a
hand on the pulse of the voters. His
prediction — that his party will win
hands down in Maharashtra —
seems to be as good as that of four
out of six pollsters, who are giving
the saffron combine more than 200
seats. If the exit polls are anything
to go by, though they are known
to be wrong in the past, Devendra
Fadnavis, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s handpicked Chief
Minister, is due for a second com-
ing. Fadnavis had already set the
record of becoming the first Chief
Minister in Maharashtra to com-
plete a full five-year term in near-
ly 50 years.

That said, if the results indeed
reflect the exit polls, the more sig-
nificant takeaway is for the
Opposition. Rarely in recent
Indian democratic history has the
electoral contest been as one-
sided as it is now. A strong
Opposition party at the Centre
can certainly change the way
politics is being played out in the
national theatre. The BJP could
have faced a tougher Opposition
headed by a strong national party.
And the Congress, too, could

have enjoyed a more assertive role
and a larger maneuvering space
in the Opposition bloc. Many
parties would have dared not dis-
count the Congress’ ability to take
on the BJP in these tough times.

J Akshobhya 
Mysuru
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Sir — In a landmark decision that
will bring great changes in the
social milieu, the Assam Cabinet
has decided to deny Government
jobs to people with more than two

children. It may be recalled that
in September 2017, the Assam
Assembly had passed the
“Population and Women
Empowerment policy of Assam,”
which specified that candidates
with two children would be eli-
gible for Government employ-

ment and the existing
Government staff were to strict-
ly follow the two-child family
norm. Assam Finance Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma, who was
pushing for the population poli-
cy to be adopted, recently said,
“While the State’s population
rose by 46 lakh from 2.66 crore
in 2001 to 3.12 crore in 2011, a
preliminary analysis has shown
that it has increased by one crore
in 16 years between 2001 and
2017. This increase is not only
alarming but also unacceptable.”

The alarming increase in pop-
ulation was due to the early mar-
riage in communities living in char
(riverine), tea gardens and tribal
areas. Girls in these areas marry
between 14 and 16 years, while
boys have been found to be mar-
rying between 16 and 20 years.
Thus, the reason for the alarming
increase in population being early
marriage, the Government must
strictly implement existing rules to
forestall early marriage among
people. Taking a cue from Assam,
the Central Government, too, can
implement this idea. 

TK Nandanan
Chennai
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India is booming but its children are starving.
Here is a remarkable tolerance of inequity and
human suffering. Despite the spectacular

strides made in economic growth and the techno-
logical boom, the country still continues to strug-
gle to attain freedom from hunger. It is bearing wit-
ness to a triple burden of malnutrition — the coex-
istence of undernutrition, micronutrient deficien-
cies and overnutrition.

India has slipped from 95th rank in 2010 to
102nd in 2019 on the Global Hunger Index (GHI),
with the increase in prevalence of wasting (low
weight for height) among children under five con-
tributing the most to the country’s poor perfor-
mance. Over a longer-term horizon, the fall in the
country’s rank is sharper: From 83rd out of 113
countries in 2000 to 102nd out of 117 now. India
is the lowest ranked South Asian country, even
behind Pakistan, which is ranked 94th.

India accounts for more than three out of 10
stunted children globally, largely owing to a lack
of good quality food, poor care and feeding prac-
tices, inadequate water, sanitation and health ser-
vices. Other than increased susceptibility, the
chronic impact of long-term malnutrition in
human and economic terms is well-known.
Undernourishment is highly damaging to children
and overshadows their childhood, impairs their
mental and physical development and damages the
country’s economic prospects.  

Malnutrition threatens a child’s physical as well
as mental well-being for many years to come. For
many children, chronic malnutrition begins in the
womb, with 20 per cent having a low birth weight.
As 90 per cent of our brain develops in the first
two years of birth, the quality of nutrition during
this stage determines the long-term physical
health, learning ability and future productivity.
Undernourishment can lower a child’s IQ, increase
the risk of diet-related non-communicable diseases
such as diabetes and heart diseases and reduce pro-
ductivity. 

Proper sanitation facilities are essential to pre-
vent child infections on account of related ailments
like diarrhoea and pneumonia, which impair nutri-
ent absorption. Fortification of staple food vehi-
cles such as flour, salt, oil and milk is now being
seen as a crucial component for tackling food and
nutrition security as well as child malnutrition.
Since several staple foods produced, procured and
consumed in the organised sector are not easily
amenable to fortification, the Government must
mandate the use of fortifiable commodities in all
its food-based schemes, including the Mid-Day
Meal Scheme (MDMS) in schools, the Integrated
Child Development Services (ICDS) and the Public
Distribution System (PDS).

The full impact of the various interventions
can be amplified if we adopt a multi-sectoral and
integrated approach looking at maternal and infant
health, water and sanitation, poverty alleviation,
and behavioural change communications as inter-
related challenges. 

No country has ever succeeded in reducing
poverty without having the active engagement of
the Government in creating the proper conditions
and opportunities for individuals to rise from
poverty. As author Pallavi Aiyar has written in her
excellent book Smoke and Mirrors: An Experience
of China, “if born rich, it is better to be Indian, if
born poor, it is better to be Chinese.”

Studies have shown that malnutrition and

hunger impede children’s ability to grasp
even basic skills and they fail to devel-
op to their full cognitive potential. Even
though India has a host of schemes to
fight hunger, structural deficiencies have
left a large number of poor in the coun-
try at a risk of malnourishment.

There is also growing evidence of the
benefits to mother and infant if breast-
feeding is initiated within one hour of
birth. This ensures skin-to-skin contact,
which is important in preventing
hypothermia and establishing the bond
between the mother and baby. It also
reduces a mother’s risk of post-partum
haemorrhage, one of the leading causes
of maternal mortality.

Contemporary research has con-
firmed the crucial importance of nutri-
tion in the first 1,000 days of a child’s life.
The nutrition provided in the period
between conception and the child’s sec-
ond birthday is critical for its optimum
cognitive and physical development.
Breastfed infants are more likely to
have better physical and mental health,
well into adulthood.

Much less investment is required to
maintain adequate nourishment for
children than is required to repair bro-
ken children. A package of basic mea-
sures — including programmes to
encourage mothers to exclusively breast-
feed their children for up to six months,
fortifying basic foods with essential vit-
amins and minerals and increased cash
transfers targetted at the poorest fami-
lies — can turn the tide.

Fortification of staple food vehicles
such as flour, salt, oil, and milk is now
being seen as a crucial component for
tackling food and nutrition security as
well as child malnutrition. Since sever-
al staple foods produced, procured and
consumed in the organised sector are not
easily amenable to fortification, the
Government must mandate the use of
fortifiable commodities in all its food-
based schemes, including the MDMS, the

ICDS and the PDS.
The tragedy is that India produces

enough food to meet the needs of its
entire population and has at its dispos-
al arable land that has the potential to
produce food surplus for export. Yet, it
is unable to feed millions of its people,
especially women and children. As you
trudge through the mire of any
Government-run food auction yard or
wholesale food market, you will find piles
of supposedly fresh produce lying every-
where, rotting in the sun and competing
with mangy dogs and scampering mice
for attention. A lack of education on post-
harvest practices often results in poor
quality control and food being damaged
during handling. One of the major
ways of enhancing food security in India
is by simply controlling wastage and
through better processing and recycling.  

Imagine a land mass greater than
China. Now imagine that land is only
used to produce food. Then suppose all
the crops and produce from those 2.5 bil-
lion acres are not eaten and left to rot.
Imagine all of that — and you get an idea
of the amount of food the world wastes
every year. It is almost a third of the
world’s total food supply.  

The Food Corporation of India
(FCI) was set up in 1964 to offer impe-
tus to price support systems, encourage
nationwide distribution and maintain
sufficient buffer of staples like wheat and
rice but its performance has been woe-
fully inadequate, in comparison to the
needs of the country. Around one per
cent of the Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) gets shaved off annually in the
form of food waste. The FCI has neither
the warehouse capacity nor the manpow-
er to manage this humongous stockpile
of foodgrains.

Every year, the Government pur-
chases millions of tonnes of grain from
the farmers to ensure that they get a good
price for their produce, for numerous
food subsidy programmes and to main-

tain an emergency buffer. The cruel truth,
however, is that most of the produce is
left out in the open, vulnerable to rain
and attacks by rodents or stored in
makeshift spaces, covered by tarpaulin
sheets, thus increasing the chances of
spoilage. Several countries are now
using metal grain silos to guard against
fungus attacks on the grain stock.

Added to the wastage of food, there
is a depletion of precious resources
involved in its production. According to
the United Nations, India is estimated to
use more than 230 cubic kilometres of
fresh water annually, for producing food
items that will be ultimately wasted. To
put this into context, this amount of water
is enough to provide drinking water to
100 million people every year. Besides
this, nearly 300 million barrels of oil used
in the process are also wasted.

Reforming the faltering PDS which
supplies subsidised grain to the poor and
modernising other areas, such as com-
puterisation of outlets and satellite con-
trol over the movement of transport vehi-
cles can go a long way in plugging the
leakages of foodgrains for the poor.

In recent years, numerous initiatives
and interventions have been undertak-
en by the Government and local and
international actors to target food loss
and wastage across the agricultural
value chain. The Government is seeking
to streamline and modernise agricultur-
al value chains, through reformation of
the PDS to reduce the waste associated
with the distribution and storage of grain.  

India needs to mobilise large-scale
investments in cold storage methods,
refrigerated transport and other modern
logistics to modernise its food supply
chain. Apart from this a strong will by
the political class to act and an imagina-
tive thinking on the part of the policy-
makers are needed.

(The writer is Member, NITI Aayog’s
National Committee on Financial Literacy
and Inclusion for Women.)
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Every environmentally-con-
scious Indian is aware of the
threat that plastics pose to nat-

ural habitats. Our streets, mountains,
lakes, oceans, rivers and even sew-
ers are clogged with this non-degrad-
able material that does not get recy-
cled fast enough, even as more and
more of it continues to be pushed
into the environment. Though we are
well aware of its detrimental effects,
yet it is still the most favoured “go to”
item for consumers and manufactur-
ers alike. 

Quite clearly, environmental
concerns take a back seat over con-
venience and bottom lines. What else
can explain the fact that despite the
numerous bans initiated against its
use over the years, plastic continues

to pervade every aspect of our lives?
Though the recent effort of the

Government to end single-use plas-
tic is one more welcome step,
whether it will succeed in its objec-
tive of dissuading the common man
from it is anybody’s guess. Yet, if the
Government’s ambitious plan of
doing away with single-use plastic
works, it may actually pave the way
for much larger restrictions on the
use of all types of plastic.

This weaning away is vital as the
scale of plastic proliferation and the
harm that it does to the environment,
especially to the marine ecology is
mind-numbing. The equivalent of a
truckload of plastic enters the ocean
every single minute. Once in the
marine environment, plastic breaks
into smaller and smaller pieces and
according to studies, there are an esti-
mated 50 trillion plastic particles in
our oceans today. These are often
ingested by marine animals, who,
then die horribly painful deaths
because, of it. In response to grow-
ing public concern over convention-
al plastics, many companies are

swapping single-use plastics derived
from fossil fuels with bio-based
plastics that are made from renew-
able resources like corn, potatoes,
rice, soy, sugarcane, wheat, and veg-
etable oil instead of non-renewable
petroleum-based resources. Bio-
based plastics are made by creating
plastic polymers from these materi-
als, through either chemical or bio-
logical processes.

Though these are often erro-
neously promoted as biodegradable

or compostable, the fact is that these
plastics are as difficult to biodegrade
or recycle as conventional plastic. 

One again, corporate profitabil-
ity is taking the lead over environ-
mental responsibility and concerns.
The Government, too, seems to be at
sea when it comes to pinning down
the exact sources of plastic prolifer-
ation. Due to this ambiguity, even the
incidence of the recently-banned sin-
gle-use plastic is now steadily creep-
ing up.

The plastic pollution crisis will
only be resolved when companies
that profit from single-use plastic
declare a state of “peak plastic” and
commit to urgent reductions in the
amount of single-use disposable
packaging units they sell. An obvi-
ous first step is immediately elimi-
nating unnecessary and excessive
packaging, such as coffee capsules.
Firms will also need to adopt a pub-
licly available, comprehensive plan to
invest in new ways to bring products
to consumers in reusable and refill-
able packaging that is durable, afford-
able and more responsibly pro-
duced. Many diverse reuse and refill
options exist currently and with
innovation, more could be devel-
oped. Fundamentally, companies
also need to reimagine their business
models based on the recognition that
we cannot continue to produce dis-
posable packaging that is used for
seconds but pollutes our planet for
generations.

India must script a re-use revo-
lution that will eventually transcend
borders and set international bench-

marks in reducing, reusing and recy-
cling. As a priority, the Government
must first call for the reduction of
units sold in single-use packaging
and at the same time encourage
investment in solutions focussed on
reusing, refilling and so on, that are
not dependent on disposables. 

Ultimately companies need to
rethink how products are delivered
to the consumer and this is what the
Government must facilitate. In tran-
sitioning from throwaway plastic,
India must visualise replacing virgin
plastic with non-toxic. Recycled and
recyclable plastic only has a limited
role in addressing the plastic over-
production problem. However, there
is no silver bullet, one-size-fits-all
option for new reusable or refillable
packaging that will be applicable to
every company, product or geogra-
phy. Therefore, it is pertinent that fast
moving consumer goods (FMCG)
firms and retailers urgently prioritise
investment into the delivery of reuse
and refill options.

(The writer is an environmental
journalist)
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Language is an essence of communication
which can remove the boundaries of two
different people who belong to different

countries, culture, States and religion. Now, it’s
becoming important globally to know each
other language for better communication and
even for job opportunities. The scope in for-
eign languages is increasing internationally.
There was a time when everybody wants to
be a doctor and engineer or choosing career
in hotel management for a better future, but
opportunities in these sectors are very less now
and the numbers of candidates are increasing
daily because everybody is running for it.
There is a better way to make your future
bright and successful by choosing a career in
foreign language, if you have an interest and
want to learn different languages, this will ben-
eficial for your career. 
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��������������
It is not only extraordinary career option

it is also attracts to fulfill your passion for
knowing different cultures and also give
good salary. The future of learning of foreign
languages is all time high, on being able to
learn a language and have acquired fluency in
the same, a person can think of becoming a
foreign language specialist, interpreter and
translator or you can get a job in multinational
companies even person get a job at different
levels and platforms Entertainment, Tourism,
Public Relation, BPO, Teaching and Online
Content writer.

���#������6
Candidate must have passed 10+2 with

any recognised board after this,  person can
do Bachelor’s in any foreign language is
required and the duration of UG is mostly of
three years. 

Doing Master degree in any foreign lan-
guage but the candidate have to pursued grad-
uation in relevant stream the duration of
maters degree is usually of two years. The most
important requirement is to have native level
proficiency in English and at least one other
language. And active interaction should be
needed to communicate with people; no one
is perfect in native language so talk more to
improve it. 
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Before doing something you should know

what the nature of work is or how to work in
the field you chosen. As we know many peo-
ple who may not able to understand the for-
eign language, so the most common work is to
translation because translator is the only per-

son who commonly visible during public
events to translate, without missing a beat con-
verting the second language into their native
tongue. Same as for a Tour Guide, Teacher,
Researcher and Liaison Officer who coordinates
between two parties or companies. These are
the common work to do in the field of foreign
language.

There are countless reasons to learn foreign
languages, you can meet new people around
world and quickly get connected, can help you
to boost your brainpower, or you can expose
yourself to new career opportunities. After get-
ting a degree or course certificate in any for-
eign language student can find their way in
Healthcare, Education, and Business
Administration or in Embassy.

In some media houses there is a need of
translator and they may get a person as a
Reporter. During these days career in foreign
language is becoming a great platform in all
countries because language skills are essential
attribute in the most profession and advanced 
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The translator can expect to get around

�15,000-�20,000 at the beginning. With a bit
of experience one can earn �30,000-plus per
month. If person is a graduation in European
language like French or German, he may earn
�50,000-�90,000 a month. 

A good interpreter can get �10-�12 lakh per
annum. A freelancer can earn �50,000-�60,000
per assignment; a senior person earn even more.
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The Newcastle
University is awarding
Vice-Chancellor’s

Global international awards
– Postgraduate in the UK. The
university offers five bursaries
for outstanding international
applicants who apply to com-
mence full-time Master’s stud-
ies in session 2020-2021.

Award: £4,000
Indian students can apply.
Eligibility: Applicants

must be assessed as interna-
tional for fee purposes, hold
an offer for an eligible Master’s
degree programme at the
University’s Newcastle city-
centre campus for the 2020/21
academic year and already
have or expect to receive the
equivalent of an upper second
class UK honours degree or
above.

Must provide details of
your qualifications, including
pre-university qualifications,
give details of why you are
applying for this application ,
providing evidence of acade-
mic ability, energy, and com-
mitment to studies, enhance
your academic and personal
development (500-word maxi-
mum).

Admission requirements:
Before applying for admission,
you need to check the entry
requirements of the university.

Language requirements:
If English is not your first lan-
guage you will need to provide

a recognized English lan-
guage test or qualification.

How to apply: Online
mode.

Application deadline:
February 28, 2020 and April
30, 2020.

The University of Leeds
is awarding Tetley & Lupton
international awards in the
UK. 

The studentship is avail-
able for those who wish to
study a one-year full-time
taught Masters, Masters by
Research or MRes for the aca-
demic year 2020-2021.

Nationality: International
students.

Eligibility: Applicant
must be a one-year full-time
taught Masters, Masters by
Research or MRes at the uni-
versity. These awards are only
available to applicants who are
liable to pay academic fees at
the International fee rate.

Any required supporting
documentation including ref-
erences must also be received
by the closing date in order for
the application to be consid-
ered.

Language requirements:
Applicants whose first lan-
guage is not English must
meet the University’s English
language requirements.

How to apply: Register
their interest in this stu-
dentship by applying for the
relevant taught programme of
study and apply online.

Application deadline:
February 3, 2020.
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With only a month left
for CAT 2019, for
admission to the cov-

eted IIMs and other good man-
agement institutes of the coun-
try, the preparation is moving to
higher gears. We look at how to
prepare for maximum success.

The exam has three main
sections — VARC, DILR and
QA. First of all give two-three
mock tests to assess your current
level of preparation. Find where
you are weaker or stronger based
on your percentiles (ranks) not
just scores. Weaker areas should
be allotted more time. The gen-
eral rule is that the weaker you
are in an area, the more time you
allocate for the section.

Most students allot more
time to those areas which they
prefer and are therefore stronger.
Resist this temptation and spend
more time on the areas you like
relatively less. This will help you
with the sectional cutoffs.

As the exam setters provide
less time than required to solve
the entire exam, time manage-
ment is the most crucial element
in doing well. Always work with
a time deadline when you are
tackling/solving questions/exer-
cise/tests so that you are accus-
tomed to the time pressure. Set
an alarm to keep you under pres-

sure. You may not use the alarm
when you are learning some-
thing but always use it for taking
a test. The standard guideline is
that the time you set, should be
sufficient for tackling around 75
per cent of the questions. This
simulates actual exam condi-
tions.

It is difficult for most people
to study with concentration at a
stretch. We recommend that
you study for two hours and take
a break for 10-15 minutes.

Studying different areas in a
day also helps. For example, if
you plan to study eight hours a
day in buckets of two hours, you
may do Quant, RC, DI and LR
for two hours each with about
10-15 minutes break between
two sessions. However, cover all
areas every week.

While taking AIMCATs it
important to know relative
strengths and weaknesses, it is
even more important that you
analyse performance thorough-
ly and have an action plan to
improve. Initially taking around
one-two mock tests per week
with complete analysis and tak-
ing action based on the analysis
is sufficient. By the end, taking
around two-three, full-length
tests in a week will be sufficient
followed by analysis.

When analysing, look at
what you solved but took too
much time, look at what you
solved but got wrong and look at
what you left but could have been
solved easily. This will give you
targets to work on for study.

Revision of mathematics
concepts and important formu-
lae can be done the last one week.
For now, focus on improving
your conceptual clarity. Do not
memorise formulae since the
CAT is not looking at your abil-
ity to memorise, but rather the

ability to apply concepts.
Working on lots of questions in
practice tests that test your con-
cepts is a much better approach
than just working on formulae
based questions.

For DI and LR, do look at all
types of questions, so that there
are no nasty surprises in the
exam. If you are familiar with
various problems in the exam
beforehand, you are likely to do
well on the test. Your mock tests
can serve as an excellent source
of a large number of sets which
are the level of the exam.

For English, note that more
than two-thirds of the section is
reading oriented, whether it is
RCs or reading oriented VA
questions like Logical
Completion of Paragraphs,
Logically ordering the
Paragraphs etc. Vocabulary and
Grammar questions may appear
but the effort you put in prepar-
ing for them is not going to be
as fruitful as improving reading
skill. So focus more on tests of
RC and VA.

You may continue reading
some newspaper articles etc. but
now the time is for solving the
material provided to you, which
will give you reading practice and
question practice. Do not worry
too much about lots of grammar

rules, new vocabulary words
etc. Whatever new words you do
find in a passage, that you may
revise but don’t focus extensive-
ly on improving vocabulary now.

Do not start anything new in
the last two weeks before CAT.
Focus only on strong areas in the
last two weeks. Gradually reduce
your study in the last three-four
days and relax on the day before
you will take CAT.

Some students fail to do well
in mock tests and feel demoti-
vated. Be realistic in your assess-
ment of your caliber and set real-
istic and achievable goals.
Performance improvement takes
place slowly since everyone is
studying and is trying to
improve. Even if you improve on
an absolute scale, you may not
see much improvement in your
relative performance. You should
therefore set a target of ‘achiev-
able improvements’ for your
next AIMCAT and keep on
repeating it.

There are cases of students
who never crossed 90 percentile
in the AIMCATs but got 99 per-
centile or more in the CAT. Most
students tend to get higher per-
centile in CAT than in AIMCATs
so be confident.
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Dropping for the fourth
consecutive month, invest-

ments through participatory
notes (P-notes) in the Indian
capital market stood at �76,611
crore at the end of September.

P-notes are issued by reg-
istered foreign portfolio
investors (FPIs) to overseas
investors who wish to be part
of the Indian stock market
without registering themselves
directly after going through a
due diligence process.

Investments through P-
notes have been continuously
declining since June, according
to the latest data from markets
regulator Sebi. The total value
of P-note investments in the
Indian markets — equity, debt,
and derivatives — declined to
�76,611 crore till September-
end, from �79,088 crore at
August-end, showed the data.

At the end of July, the
Indian capital market saw a
total inflow of �81,082 crore via
P-notes, a fall as compared to
�81,913 crore till June-end.
The investment had stood at
�82,619 in May.

In July, the board of Sebi
had approved a proposal to
rationalise the framework for
issuance of P-notes — an
instrument once very popular
with foreign investors.
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Equity indices found
firmer ground on
Wednesday, led by IT,

finance and auto stocks, as
investors tracked corporate
results amid mixed cues from
global markets.

After swinging over 330
points in a choppy session, the
30-share BSE Sensex ended
94.99 points, or 0.24 per cent,
higher at 39,058.83. It hit an
intra-day high of 39,196.67
and a low of 38,866.08.

The broader NSE Nifty
too advanced 15.75 points, or
0.14 per cent, to settle at
11,604.10.

HCL Tech was the top
gainer in the Sensex pack, ris-
ing 2.93 per cent, ahead of its
quarterly results.

Maruti Suzuki, SBI, HDFC
and Hero MotoCorp gained up
to 2.55 per cent.

Infosys rebounded 1.16
per cent after a massive sell-off
in the previous session follow-
ing a whistleblower complaint.

On the other hand, Bharti
Airtel, Vedanta, ONGC, RIL,
Kotak Bank and Yes Bank shed
up to 3.59 per cent.

“Markets largely remained
positive throughout the day led
by selective buying in large caps
namely in banking and IT
stocks. Auto and consumer

stocks witnessed some resur-
gence on expectation that the
worst-case scenario is factored
in the stock prices.

“Due to corporate tax cut,
Q2 earnings growth is better,
however market will review the

outlook for revenue growth to
assess any potential for re-rat-
ing,” said Vinod Nair, head of
research at Geojit Financial
Services.

Sectorally, BSE auto, IT,
consumer durables, power,
FMCG, teck and finance
indices rose up to 1.18 per cent.

On the other had, BSE
telecom, oil and gas, energy,
realty, industrials, capital goods
and metal indices tumbled up
to 3.04 per cent.

Broader BSE midcap index
ended marginally lower, while
BSE smallcap index advanced
0.25 per cent.

Global equities were cau-
tious after British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson lost the
crucial Brexit bill timetable
vote on Tuesday, leaving in
doubt his vow to exit the
European Union by the end of
the month.

Elsewhere in Asia, bours-
es in Shanghai, Hong Kong
Tokyo and Seoul ended mixed.

Markets in Europe were
also trading on a choppy note
in their respective early deals.

Meanwhile, the Indian
rupee appreciated marginally to
70.92 against the US dollar
intra-day.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, fell 0.85
per cent to USD 59.19 per 
barrel. 
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IT major HCL Technologies
on Wednesday posted a 6.9

per cent rise in its consolidated
net profit to �2,711 crore for the
September 2019 quarter, and
raised its revenue growth fore-
cast to 17 per cent for 2019-20.

The company, which had
registered a net profit of �2,534
crore in the year-ago period as
per the Indian Accounting
Standards (IndAS), has also
announced a bonus share offer.

Its revenue from opera-
tions grew 18 per cent to
�17,527 crore in the quarter
under review, from �14,860
crore in the year-ago period.

The company has raised its
revenue growth outlook to 15-
17 per cent for 2019-20 from its
previous forecast of 14-16 per
cent topline growth in constant
currency terms. HCL
Technologies’ board has declared
a dividend of �2 per share. It has
also announced a bonus share
offer under which one bonus
share will be given for every
share held. The proposal is sub-
ject to approval of shareholders
and regulatory nods.

“HCLites have delivered
yet another outstanding quarter
with a 20.5 per cent year-on-
year growth, translating to a
more than 14 per cent industry
leading organic growth. Our
sharp focus on pricing and cost
levers over the last 6 months

have helped deliver a solid
EBIT (earnings before interest
and tax) of 20 per cent,” said C
Vijayakumar, president and
chief executive officer, HCL
Technologies. In dollar terms,
the net profit grew 5.5 per cent
to USD 376.2 million for the
September 2019 quarter, while
revenue surged by 18.4 per
cent to USD 2.48 billion as com-
pared to the year-ago period, as
per the US Generally Accepted
Accounting Principles (GAAP).
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Indian Bank on
Wednesday reported over a
two-fold rise in net profit at
�358.56 crore for the
September quarter. The state-
owned lender had posted a net
profit of �150.1 crore in the
year-ago quarter. Total income
increased to �6,045.32 crore for
the September quarter, from
�5,129.16 crore in the same
period last year, the bank said
in a regulatory filing.

Asset quality remained sta-
ble with the gross non-per-
forming assets (NPAs) mar-
ginally rising 7.20 per cent of
the advances as on end-
September 2019, as against 7.16
per cent by September 2018.
However, net NPAs declined to
3.54 per cent of the advances at
the end of second quarter of this
fiscal, from 4.23 per cent in the
year-ago period. The bank’s

provisioning for bad loans and
contingencies declined to
�909.36 crore for the quarter
under review, from �1,004.3
crore in second quarter of
2018-19. Provision for bad
loans too declined to �720.90
crore for the July-September
quarter, from �752.47 crore in
the year-ago period.
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JSW Steel on Wednesday
reported a 21.51 per cent jump
in its consolidated net profit to
�2,536 crore for the quarter
ended September 30. The
domestic steel major had clocked
a consolidated net profit of
�2,087 crore in the correspond-
ing period of the previous finan-
cial year, JSW Steel said in a BSE
filing.  

The company’s total income
dropped to �17,728 crore, com-
pared with �21,608 crore in the
year-ago period. However, its
total expenses during the quar-
ter fell to �17,025 crore, against
�18,583 crore a year ago. 
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HDFC Life Insurance
Company on Wednesday post-
ed 7.5 per cent rise in stand-
alone net profit to �308.69
crore for the second quarter
ended September 30. The com-
pany’s net profit in the year-ago
period stood at �286.98 crore.

Total income of the insur-
ance firm rose to �8,661.56
crore from �7,902.10 in the
same quarter a year ago, HDFC
Life said in a regulatory filing.
The asset under the manage-
ment of insurance firm rose to
�1.3 lakh crore.

“We have delivered strong
performance across all key
metrics and have continued to
sustain our profitability.
Despite a challenging macro-
environment, we have grown
by 35 per cent on individual
weighted received premium,
compared to industry growth
of 11 per cent,” HDFC Life
Insurance Managing Director
Vibha Padalkar said. 
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Non-banking financial
company Muthoot Capital
Services has reported 34.6 per
cent decline in standalone net
profit to �14.02 crore for the sec-
ond quarter ended September.
The company had profit of
�21.42 crore in July-September
quarter of 2018-19, Muthoot
Capital Services said in a state-
ment. However, the total income
rose to �145.02 crore for the sec-
ond quarter this fiscal as against
�132.14 crore in the year-ago
quarter. The company disbursed
two-wheeler loans amounting to
�463.2 crore and had a total dis-
bursement of �487.8 crore dur-
ing the quarter, it said. 

New Delhi: Gold prices
on Wednesday rose �177 to
�38,932 per 10 gram in the
national capital on stronger
rupee and firm global trends,
according to HDFC Securities.
Silver also gained �290 to
�46,560 per kg. In the previ-
ous trade, it had closed at
�46,270 per kg.

Gold closed at �38,755
per 10 gram in the national
capital on Tuesday. “Spot gold
for 24 Karat in Delhi was trad-
ing higher by �177 on stronger
rupee and firm global prices,”
HDFC Securities, senior ana-
lyst - commodities, Tapan
Patel said.  

The ongoing festival
demand may keep gold prices
firm with rise in jewellery con-
sumption, he added.

In the international mar-
ket, gold was trading up at
USD 1,493 per ounce, while
silver was also trading in the
green at USD 17.57 an
ounce.                           PTI
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Script Open High Low LTP
INFY 637.30 656.40 615.00 650.75
YESBANK 51.90 53.50 49.20 51.25
RBLBANK 258.25 270.65 230.55 259.25
IBULHSGFIN 217.10 224.80 201.50 206.20
ADANIPORTS 419.90 419.90 395.10 396.25
MARUTI 7222.00 7468.00 7211.00 7439.50
ICICIBANK 453.40 459.75 448.20 455.65
RELIANCE 1417.00 1425.50 1383.40 1392.85
BAJFINANCE 4080.00 4105.45 3968.00 4046.00
TATAMOTORS 130.15 133.85 127.35 132.65
AXISBANK 713.10 730.00 710.10 714.80
JUBLFOOD 1466.00 1558.65 1463.40 1550.00
SBIN 270.95 277.70 268.80 275.50
FORTIS 138.85 139.50 135.90 137.35
TITAN 1338.60 1365.50 1330.00 1358.25
BAJAJ-AUTO 3122.00 3235.65 3095.80 3161.35
RNAM 312.50 344.00 306.65 340.05
HDFCLIFE 614.95 625.50 601.10 608.15
NCC 55.00 56.75 51.75 56.10
JINDALSTEL 103.50 103.50 100.35 101.30
LT 1447.00 1448.15 1418.45 1430.95
BHARTIARTL 375.00 377.80 355.20 360.75
BHEL 52.10 55.20 51.70 53.80
MCX 1124.95 1199.70 1121.50 1169.65
BAJAJFINSV 8155.00 8270.00 8022.00 8066.15
HDFCBANK 1246.20 1249.35 1234.10 1241.40
PFC 101.80 105.55 99.50 104.45
HDFCAMC 3029.45 3120.00 2952.00 3089.00
PEL 1718.00 1747.95 1681.05 1719.00
BRITANNIA 3249.90 3342.00 3249.90 3304.45
KOTAKBANK 1634.90 1638.20 1603.60 1607.50
TATASTEEL 354.00 358.70 349.40 356.10
BPCL 534.00 536.65 524.75 526.00
HINDUNILVR 2129.70 2137.05 2097.80 2137.00
ONGC 144.90 144.90 141.30 141.95
JSWSTEEL 216.00 224.50 215.85 222.65
ZEEL 253.00 253.00 240.20 241.90
INDUSINDBK 1344.80 1347.55 1310.00 1332.10
CANBK 189.90 193.60 187.40 191.50
ASHOKLEY 75.75 76.40 73.70 75.25
TCS 2065.00 2084.00 2052.60 2075.25
NBCC 35.65 36.90 34.90 35.85
BANKBARODA 90.10 92.85 89.55 92.55
EICHERMOT 20000.00 20729.50 19758.65 20499.65
ITC 250.00 251.95 249.10 251.00
MOTHERSUMI 102.60 108.50 102.00 107.50
IDEA 6.18 6.24 5.59 5.65
UNIONBANK 53.50 54.05 51.80 53.65
HDFC 2125.00 2148.30 2105.00 2144.50
HEROMOTOCO 2671.00 2737.70 2637.60 2704.95
HAVELLS 678.35 681.45 658.00 673.90
ASIANPAINT 1765.00 1800.90 1763.20 1766.40
VEDL 152.55 152.55 145.00 146.10
TATAPOWER 59.60 62.20 59.25 60.80
PNB 60.75 61.95 59.85 61.30
HCLTECH 1078.00 1104.05 1071.90 1095.65
TATAELXSI 700.20 725.40 699.95 716.35
ICICIGI 1304.90 1337.65 1292.85 1311.80

AMBUJACEM 197.95 197.95 193.25 196.75
EQUITAS 102.50 102.50 99.10 100.70
ORIENTBANK 52.50 52.75 51.15 51.45
TATAMTRDVR 58.40 60.10 56.65 59.55
SBILIFE 994.90 1011.90 970.65 986.15
SUNPHARMA 405.55 411.30 403.25 405.30
OMAXE 197.90 197.90 186.00 186.85
ESCORTS 643.00 659.30 636.00 655.35
HINDALCO 186.00 187.50 184.10 185.10
AUROPHARMA 479.00 488.00 472.50 476.40
DELTACORP 191.00 204.60 186.10 196.20
FEDERALBNK 83.80 84.50 83.00 83.25
SRF 2727.20 2890.05 2703.85 2841.40
DLF 178.20 178.60 173.95 174.85
RAJESHEXPO 682.00 682.00 669.20 671.35
HINDPETRO 317.95 318.50 308.00 308.70
TV18BRDCST 22.50 23.75 20.85 23.50
VENKYS 1859.00 1889.45 1800.10 1808.85
HEG 1084.85 1097.00 1014.00 1024.00
BBTC 1169.20 1247.90 1160.00 1206.60
RPOWER 3.01 3.33 2.85 3.33
ALBK 25.85 26.60 25.70 26.25
M&MFIN 341.00 346.75 328.55 333.25
DMART 1920.00 1927.15 1873.00 1900.65

IRB 74.00 85.65 71.65 80.95
PIIND 1345.90 1347.45 1319.10 1332.20
INDIACEM 79.00 83.60 79.00 82.70
BANKINDIA 64.85 66.70 63.65 66.35
INDIANB 127.05 148.50 126.40 142.90
GRAPHITE 314.75 316.40 293.05 295.15
APOLLOTYRE 184.85 185.30 181.50 183.40
SPICEJET 116.50 119.00 115.30 115.65
BERGEPAINT 480.00 491.75 475.00 487.65
WHIRLPOOL 2186.60 2204.00 2138.35 2153.00
LICHSGFIN 374.95 376.20 369.95 375.10
L&TFH 87.00 88.60 85.60 87.65
ADANIENT 178.00 178.45 172.45 176.30
LTTS 1494.85 1517.25 1477.50 1500.60
COALINDIA 210.00 211.65 206.65 208.50
TECHM 718.00 734.00 716.60 726.00
SRTRANSFIN 1117.75 1123.00 1068.00 1076.15
INDIGO 1691.00 1691.00 1641.85 1650.95
TVSMOTOR 452.00 469.25 446.40 462.95
SAIL 35.70 35.90 34.75 35.15
JUSTDIAL 629.95 652.15 625.00 647.00
DRREDDY 2817.90 2839.95 2756.10 2819.25
SYNDIBANK 25.10 25.30 24.75 25.25
COLPAL 1548.70 1586.00 1529.95 1560.35
UJJIVAN 319.90 319.90 299.00 300.65
IOC 146.45 147.55 144.05 144.25
ULTRACEMCO 4265.70 4299.50 4214.85 4252.75
STRTECH 157.50 159.55 145.15 147.20
MANAPPURAM 158.45 161.25 155.00 159.05
JAICORPLTD 83.50 89.80 81.60 85.05
DALBHARAT 807.00 866.20 801.00 810.00
M&M 595.00 599.70 587.10 591.60
PAGEIND 22529.50 22850.00 22207.35 22509.25
NAUKRI 2400.65 2405.30 2316.30 2349.20
CREDITACC 646.75 646.75 626.70 633.20
SIEMENS 1672.00 1716.55 1660.25 1673.95
AVANTI 456.80 461.00 425.30 455.30
PIDILITIND 1370.00 1370.00 1321.55 1326.60
NMDC 109.40 110.20 106.60 107.35
NIITTECH 1452.30 1475.00 1434.05 1470.00
BOMDYEING 78.90 81.80 76.80 79.05
LUPIN 747.90 748.05 730.85 736.00
JUBILANT 545.05 575.25 545.05 567.30
NESTLEIND 15099.00 15120.00 14932.15 15001.35
ICICIPRULI 480.00 487.90 479.00 485.00
RECLTD 133.25 138.15 130.95 137.20
IBREALEST 49.00 51.10 46.60 50.35
PNBHOUSING 470.00 477.90 446.45 453.85
BIOCON 264.50 264.50 253.70 258.20
STAR 352.40 353.75 336.35 342.05
BATAINDIA 1768.00 1787.00 1763.75 1772.00
RITES 279.65 292.70 278.50 289.60
POLYCAB 759.00 791.00 754.05 782.15
BEL 115.20 116.60 113.30 113.90
PCJEWELLER 36.00 36.80 35.50 35.90
ADANIPOWER 63.05 63.60 61.80 62.25
BEML 972.50 976.00 941.15 951.25
VOLTAS 694.00 708.90 689.00 707.45
DEEPAKNI 334.25 348.25 331.25 341.50
ADANITRANS 256.00 272.00 255.65 262.30
ACC 1543.30 1549.00 1521.00 1525.10
DISHTV 14.90 15.15 12.75 12.95
GODREJCP 699.90 723.40 692.40 714.65
GRANULES 115.40 118.80 113.40 115.70
LTI 1622.15 1649.00 1615.00 1649.00
ADANIGREEN 87.90 89.90 84.75 86.60
POWERGRID 204.15 206.95 202.50 206.25
ABCAPITAL 83.05 85.85 81.90 82.70
SUNTV 517.50 524.80 512.55 516.05
MFSL 430.90 436.20 416.50 420.85
GRASIM 759.95 759.95 735.90 743.20
BHARATFORG 445.80 459.10 444.60 453.90
RELINFRA 25.30 26.40 23.40 26.40
SCI 52.80 53.15 51.00 52.10
WIPRO 254.50 255.55 250.20 254.35
NTPC 120.95 121.65 120.40 121.00
DEEPAKFERT 95.00 102.40 93.35 100.00
BALRAMCHIN 162.20 166.95 157.70 158.55
KAJARIACER 553.35 565.40 544.25 561.10
INOXLEISUR 356.55 368.40 350.75 354.20
CONCOR 609.00 617.40 603.10 611.00
EDELWEISS 97.10 97.15 91.70 91.70
AUBANK 694.75 700.00 677.05 696.00
CORPBANK 14.35 14.80 14.35 14.55
GLAXO 1484.05 1533.75 1472.20 1490.60
IDFCFIRSTB 39.95 40.00 38.50 39.65
PVR 1762.50 1781.25 1750.45 1770.80
VIPIND 475.00 489.00 465.80 485.75
HEXAWARE 372.80 379.00 363.15 366.35
DABUR 472.00 478.15 468.60 471.45
UPL 596.75 600.25 591.90 597.05
ISEC 290.00 316.00 290.00 308.85
CIPLA 459.00 459.00 447.90 454.95
GHCL 213.05 225.70 212.75 220.70
PETRONET 276.00 277.25 268.20 269.20
FRETAIL 380.95 394.75 372.10 385.70
HINDZINC 209.30 211.60 208.00 210.00
ITDC 359.95 367.80 334.05 340.65
SUNTECK 397.00 411.30 389.20 407.70
INFRATEL 256.40 260.60 252.80 259.60
BAJAJCON 249.75 256.00 241.00 248.00
WELCORP 141.45 147.70 138.00 143.75
IBVENTURES 94.30 98.40 90.10 94.70
RELCAPITAL 14.50 14.80 13.50 14.80
ASTRAZEN 2442.60 2589.80 2433.10 2533.40
NATIONALUM 44.00 44.40 43.20 43.60
TATAGLOBAL 284.85 284.85 277.65 277.65
CEATLTD 952.00 977.00 943.45 969.15
GNFC 198.30 206.00 195.40 199.80

GICRE 262.05 271.35 243.00 246.80
CASTROLIND 135.00 135.40 133.10 134.10
GMRINFRA 19.10 19.80 18.65 19.75
GLENMARK 300.00 301.70 293.00 298.40
PRESTIGE 292.60 326.25 292.60 309.50
BANDHANBNK 563.90 566.40 551.00 555.90
MUTHOOTFIN 689.60 696.35 682.10 683.45
CANFINHOME 393.25 398.50 387.00 388.25
MARICO 396.00 396.00 390.00 393.70
INFIBEAM 43.00 44.00 42.45 43.65
SWANENERGY 107.70 107.70 103.70 105.45
GAIL 130.00 130.00 128.15 128.70
DIVISLAB 1742.05 1751.65 1726.95 1734.95
IGL 372.10 372.10 364.40 365.00
INDHOTEL 151.50 155.00 150.00 150.55
TRENT 522.00 540.00 520.00 525.40
COROMANDEL 424.00 458.35 424.00 449.80
APOLLOHOSP 1532.50 1532.50 1511.15 1516.75
HONAUT 28636.80 29039.00 28389.00 28930.00
DBL 422.40 422.40 399.90 403.20
FORCEMOT 1077.30 1081.15 1048.00 1051.70
COCHINSHIP 335.90 354.25 335.90 340.70
WOCKPHARMA 278.00 278.00 268.00 269.55
SHREECEM 19800.00 19961.95 19469.00 19802.15
RADICO 306.35 314.95 302.15 314.85
ADANIGAS 152.90 152.90 146.70 147.10
KTKBANK 71.90 73.15 71.60 72.00
CHOLAFIN 296.00 298.25 285.10 286.95
EXIDEIND 181.00 181.00 178.20 179.10
UBL 1332.00 1344.05 1319.00 1331.40
ITI 82.15 84.00 81.60 82.35
GODREJPROP 966.95 966.95 944.00 949.25
HFCL 17.50 17.55 16.95 17.05
BOSCHLTD 14500.10 14697.25 14423.60 14562.50
NOCIL 118.15 118.55 115.15 115.70
SPARC 132.00 133.80 127.85 129.30
MGL 959.00 967.00 946.55 952.00
NIACL 136.45 142.80 133.20 134.50
IRCON 404.00 418.45 402.00 408.00
DCBBANK 189.90 189.90 179.30 180.00
BLUESTARCO 867.25 881.00 854.00 857.15
CUMMINSIND 577.80 587.50 576.65 579.25
RCF 51.70 53.30 51.35 52.35
IDFC 33.05 33.55 32.35 32.65
RAYMOND 620.00 623.05 593.00 598.75
MRF 64455.00 64500.00 63996.05 64300.00
MINDTREE 730.95 734.00 716.80 717.40
FINEORG 1982.60 1992.35 1903.85 1921.05
ABB 1551.70 1566.55 1531.00 1531.00
NHPC 23.20 23.70 23.10 23.60
RVNL 24.15 24.30 23.80 23.90
JSWENERGY 67.05 68.35 66.15 68.00
TATACHEM 627.80 627.80 607.20 611.35
BALKRISIND 825.00 836.30 819.80 829.95
GUJGAS 182.00 184.45 178.10 178.10
TORNTPOWER 280.10 283.40 277.50 279.00
WELSPUNIND 56.60 56.60 52.65 53.10
HINDCOPPER 39.50 39.55 38.35 38.85
SUVEN 285.85 294.00 285.65 286.95
IDBI 30.80 31.05 30.35 30.75
TORNTPHARM 1683.00 1685.90 1649.95 1681.70
AMARAJABAT 677.10 678.95 656.05 662.25
3MINDIA 22077.05 22077.05 21518.00 21647.30
SHK 125.65 145.90 125.20 139.65
DCAL 153.60 156.40 137.25 139.65
OIL 161.50 168.20 161.50 165.70
HUDCO 34.25 36.25 34.10 35.40
JAMNAAUTO 40.50 43.25 39.30 41.85
LALPATHLAB 1549.00 1549.00 1450.00 1469.60
BAJAJHLDNG 3706.10 3731.50 3652.05 3663.30
GODREJIND 398.15 403.00 392.60 399.15
ORIENTELEC 181.00 185.00 172.30 184.15
PFIZER 3267.00 3316.60 3265.05 3282.00
HSCL 75.90 77.25 73.80 74.20
CROMPTON 266.50 269.65 261.30 261.30
FSL 52.50 52.50 50.80 51.25
ANDHRABANK 16.85 16.85 16.20 16.45
RAIN 95.10 95.80 92.25 92.85
PHILIPCARB 126.00 126.00 122.10 122.95
ABBOTINDIA 10700.05 10988.00 10700.05 10913.30
GSFC 77.00 80.05 76.55 79.30
GICHSGFIN 165.05 169.70 160.60 161.00
ENGINERSIN 107.90 109.70 107.55 108.75
SUZLON 2.74 2.85 2.60 2.69
MOIL 141.15 147.30 140.85 143.70
MEGH 51.90 52.55 50.55 50.95
NAVINFLUOR 779.90 787.00 751.65 760.00
GODFRYPHLP 1095.50 1108.40 1076.55 1078.35
GESHIP* 309.00 314.75 304.05 309.30
GSKCONS 9055.80 9072.70 8980.00 9072.70
MASFIN 690.00 757.30 680.05 740.00
JYOTHYLAB 178.40 182.00 172.30 175.80
BLISSGVS 136.60 141.00 135.50 138.85
GSPL 209.15 218.90 205.40 212.80
TATACOFFEE 76.25 79.00 76.05 76.90
ATUL 4255.00 4319.00 4174.90 4225.90
CYIENT 426.00 427.65 421.30 423.35
ABFRL 206.50 210.50 205.00 205.40
CADILAHC 245.50 248.90 243.30 246.70
THOMASCOOK 119.40 120.05 115.05 116.50
PHOENIXLTD 740.80 742.60 718.25 718.25
KEI 538.85 543.50 533.10 540.00
PTC 56.10 56.45 55.65 56.05
SYNGENE 333.60 342.45 330.00 330.00
FINOLEXIND 622.00 627.00 606.50 609.70
KEC 277.00 277.00 270.30 271.60
VGUARD 240.50 243.90 240.50 242.45
JPASSOCIAT 2.16 2.40 2.16 2.37
BAJAJELEC 400.00 409.70 386.40 393.90

OBEROIRLTY 527.00 527.00 492.00 494.15
WABAG 195.45 203.50 194.00 195.60
CHENNPETRO 165.00 165.20 157.00 158.20
PGHL 4374.85 4424.60 4340.05 4346.00
RELAXO 526.40 540.00 513.30 529.20
KANSAINER 525.50 539.30 523.00 539.30
CHAMBLFERT 157.50 161.50 156.40 160.00
EIDPARRY 161.05 172.00 159.00 164.65
PARAGMILK 157.70 160.25 156.00 157.60
CRISIL 1379.50 1400.05 1345.00 1394.05
JISLJALEQS 10.85 11.40 10.50 11.40
AJANTPHARM 1003.55 1017.45 999.85 1003.95
SOUTHBANK 10.42 10.45 10.29 10.35
JINDALSAW 87.90 88.05 86.55 86.95
TIMKEN 796.00 797.45 785.00 788.30
WESTLIFE 356.50 359.00 338.10 340.40
INTELLECT 189.00 191.00 182.70 185.50
CUB 211.20 211.30 207.65 209.65
DCMSHRIRAM 391.25 406.60 391.25 397.15
RAMCOCEM 750.35 766.00 748.85 751.05
ZYDUSWELL 1731.95 1736.75 1688.30 1690.00
SUPREMEIND 1219.00 1219.10 1190.00 1196.00
APLAPOLLO 1377.00 1430.00 1365.00 1421.00
RCOM 0.73 0.74 0.70 0.70
IBULISL 64.10 67.00 64.10 64.10
RALLIS 164.50 164.50 160.50 163.50
MAHABANK 11.90 11.90 10.81 10.88
GILLETTE 7818.40 7865.00 7722.00 7765.00
REDINGTON 121.45 124.85 116.90 120.15
TVTODAY 315.20 325.00 313.30 315.00
ZENSARTECH 208.70 208.70 185.00 186.35
ENDURANCE 1027.45 1032.70 994.30 1006.80
JKTYRE 66.95 66.95 65.45 66.05
ASTRAL 1170.50 1170.50 1131.70 1134.00
CENTURYPLY 168.45 170.75 163.65 163.70
HIMATSEIDE 146.90 157.00 146.90 156.05
BALMLAWRIE 183.90 184.50 178.80 180.65
MMTC 17.50 17.65 16.70 17.30
LAXMIMACH 3799.00 3870.00 3769.30 3783.80
PGHH 11835.75 12020.00 11785.00 11921.25
MOTILALOFS 622.35 622.35 610.00 616.55
HEIDELBERG 191.90 191.90 186.50 186.85
OFSS 3106.80 3106.80 3046.45 3046.45
CCL 223.60 224.50 217.25 218.10
FCONSUMER 24.25 24.55 23.85 23.95
EMAMILTD 339.00 342.70 334.20 334.90
IPCALAB 933.80 949.80 933.40 943.05
MAHLIFE 413.00 421.10 397.50 402.70
GODREJAGRO 520.45 521.35 505.00 505.95
PERSISTENT 615.00 615.55 601.05 601.90
TNPL 189.50 190.90 185.00 186.80
AKZOINDIA 2055.70 2059.60 2001.00 2025.00
SHANKARA 309.00 315.70 303.00 315.70
TAKE 110.80 114.45 110.80 112.25
GREAVESCOT 132.30 133.60 130.50 133.00
IEX 145.25 148.20 143.25 144.00
COFFEEDAY 32.90 32.90 30.50 30.50
ASHOKA 109.90 109.90 106.45 106.90
METROPOLIS 1350.00 1371.50 1346.00 1359.35
UFLEX 200.05 201.00 196.20 196.90
VMART 2021.55 2027.25 1956.25 1960.15
QUESS 472.35 474.55 463.95 466.30
VINATIORGA 2140.00 2147.00 2112.45 2142.90
CARERATING 532.80 551.65 532.55 543.20
NETWORK18 21.20 22.50 20.75 21.95
CENTRALBK 17.15 17.40 17.10 17.35
MRPL 50.95 51.50 50.20 50.45
NATCOPHARM 578.55 580.65 567.00 575.00
GALAXYSURF 1495.15 1523.00 1493.10 1523.00
AAVAS 1675.50 1684.00 1645.00 1670.00
MPHASIS 914.00 937.20 914.00 930.15
JBCHEPHARM 361.95 361.95 352.70 355.45
MAHSCOOTER 4565.00 4588.70 4471.35 4541.50
GUJALKALI 455.60 465.35 452.60 457.20
SKFINDIA 2122.00 2154.65 2122.00 2135.00
SANOFI 6114.05 6180.00 6085.85 6150.00
JKCEMENT 1120.00 1120.00 1100.30 1108.20
LAURUSLABS 343.55 360.00 341.55 349.00
HAL 709.30 723.00 709.30 714.50
INOXWIND 32.90 37.00 32.10 35.10
NLCINDIA 57.70 58.15 57.00 57.45
J&KBANK 32.05 32.10 31.35 31.45
SIS 927.00 950.00 916.00 928.60
BIRLACORPN 578.95 586.60 560.45 563.60
SCHNEIDER 70.75 72.85 70.75 72.40
MAHLOG 375.00 375.00 358.20 361.45
WABCOINDIA 6180.00 6180.00 6103.00 6103.00
TCNSBRANDS 714.00 780.00 714.00 721.00
MAXINDIA 65.40 66.20 64.70 65.95
BAYERCROP 3377.30 3391.00 3315.00 3316.10
SCHAEFFLER 4069.50 4071.80 3994.00 4025.65
VBL 635.65 635.65 622.00 623.00
TIMETECHNO 61.00 62.60 59.95 61.00
SONATSOFTW 318.00 319.80 310.05 311.30
KALPATPOWR 453.25 455.00 449.00 454.50
TTKPRESTIG 6220.20 6240.00 6050.00 6114.90
MINDAIND 369.35 369.60 359.60 362.15
BDL 289.35 300.00 289.35 294.70
BASF 965.00 987.20 959.85 966.00
SUNDRMFAST 460.00 465.75 456.60 460.80
DHFL 19.40 19.40 19.40 19.40
MAHINDCIE 152.20 154.20 148.00 149.15
TRIDENT 57.95 59.80 57.95 59.15
CENTRUM 24.00 24.00 23.00 23.00
AEGISLOG 179.00 179.15 174.45 176.65
IFCI 7.00 7.28 7.00 7.12
STARCEMENT 94.90 94.90 90.00 94.00
TATAINVEST 801.00 811.00 791.05 811.00
ALKEM 1973.85 1973.85 1955.00 1968.90

TEAMLEASE 3049.15 3049.45 2978.00 3002.00
ALLCARGO 99.10 101.00 98.55 99.35
ORIENTCEM 83.00 83.00 79.20 79.45
TIINDIA 372.00 373.30 364.50 364.50
CARBORUNIV 297.80 306.90 295.85 305.15
KRBL 232.00 232.00 222.85 229.30
JSL 34.75 34.90 34.10 34.25
GULFOILLUB 870.00 889.00 860.00 885.00
GMDCLTD 58.60 59.90 57.55 58.15
SJVN 25.60 25.60 24.70 24.90
EVEREADY 42.50 43.45 41.25 43.45
SOBHA 445.00 445.00 432.75 438.25
IOB 9.85 9.90 9.71 9.80
FINCABLES 404.00 404.00 372.90 376.00
ITDCEM 42.95 42.95 40.55 41.70

ASTERDM 125.10 125.45 124.10 124.70
TATAMETALI 571.05 579.00 566.40 573.00
NILKAMAL 1230.70 1238.00 1222.05 1234.60
GAYAPROJ 125.00 125.00 121.80 124.50
SUDARSCHEM 379.55 383.55 375.20 376.20
UCOBANK 12.95 12.95 11.81 11.92
GDL 95.30 95.30 92.90 92.90
VSTIND 3928.00 3999.00 3858.05 3890.00
SOMANYCERA 189.65 193.70 187.90 193.70
LINDEINDIA 556.00 556.00 528.00 539.00
TRITURBINE 99.65 99.70 94.60 97.70
DBCORP 156.50 157.25 154.60 154.60
TEJASNET 81.05 81.05 77.00 77.00
GEPIL 716.75 716.75 702.30 705.05
JMFINANCIL 74.30 75.20 73.50 74.90
JKLAKSHMI 300.95 300.95 284.95 287.80
KNRCON 228.00 231.65 228.00 229.00
MINDACORP 84.00 84.40 80.85 81.55
PRSMJOHNSN 79.10 79.55 77.45 77.80
THERMAX 1136.30 1140.65 1126.30 1127.35
SHILPAMED 266.00 272.80 262.00 270.50
INDOSTAR 192.00 192.00 182.25 185.00
SREINFRA 8.74 8.74 7.90 8.08
APLLTD 523.00 540.45 523.00 535.20
CGPOWER 14.80 15.12 14.21 14.77
ADVENZYMES 159.55 160.10 157.25 159.30
SYMPHONY 1249.80 1249.80 1220.00 1221.00
MAGMA 54.00 55.65 51.50 52.15
ECLERX 432.00 432.00 424.15 424.15
CAPPL 389.00 391.25 382.50 383.85
MHRIL 220.25 220.40 216.00 217.50
IFBIND 699.75 712.35 688.00 690.00
AIAENG 1731.40 1771.50 1718.80 1743.80
SHRIRAMCIT 1332.00 1332.00 1323.70 1331.60
REPCOHOME 286.95 286.95 284.00 286.40
EIHOTEL 177.40 178.00 173.60 174.00
SADBHAV 138.00 140.70 135.35 137.50
IIFL 117.80 119.45 116.65 117.65
LAOPALA 174.15 179.00 173.10 179.00
ESSELPRO 117.35 119.20 117.10 118.20
LEMONTREE 56.35 56.60 56.05 56.10
HATHWAY 20.40 20.50 20.15 20.15
LUXIND 1205.15 1232.25 1196.90 1225.00
NBVENTURES 74.45 76.00 74.00 75.20
FLFL 398.80 403.60 393.25 403.60
GPPL 79.80 80.00 79.00 79.45
DHANUKA 293.00 293.70 291.00 291.00
NESCO 571.90 572.80 557.20 560.80
JSLHISAR 65.00 65.50 64.00 64.35
VARROC 472.10 484.65 468.00 479.60
SOLARINDS 1100.00 1100.00 1075.00 1075.10
PNCINFRA 172.65 173.60 171.30 171.30
NH 241.05 244.00 236.25 240.25
THYROCARE 531.60 531.60 513.05 517.30
UNITEDBNK 7.34 7.48 7.34 7.45
FDC 162.10 162.10 158.10 159.00
BLUEDART 2335.00 2335.00 2335.00 2335.00
CERA 2585.50 2585.50 2538.85 2538.85
HERITGFOOD 318.00 322.00 311.55 313.35
JAGRAN 58.00 58.00 57.10 57.10
SUPRAJIT 188.00 189.30 180.00 183.40
TVSSRICHAK 1801.70 1826.50 1787.00 1787.00
LAKSHVILAS 17.15 17.15 17.15 17.15
MAHSEAMLES 359.65 360.00 351.50 351.50
JCHAC 2059.90 2075.00 2059.90 2065.60
VTL 908.70 916.00 908.70 910.55
KPRMILL 599.10 599.10 592.35 593.50
ERIS 425.60 425.65 416.10 416.10
SHOPERSTOP 396.45 398.50 389.25 392.40
SFL 1241.00 1260.00 1235.00 1235.00
CHOLAHLDNG 459.60 463.65 459.60 460.10
JSWHL 2700.00 2773.90 2700.00 2773.90
GRINDWELL 614.90 614.90 609.15 609.15
APARINDS 514.95 515.05 512.50 513.30
GET&D 186.80 192.20 186.25 188.35
CHALET 333.00 345.00 324.60 335.00
RATNAMANI 915.50 915.50 915.50 915.50
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 11596.20 11651.60 11554.40 11604.10 15.75
HCLTECH 1070.00 1103.95 1068.00 1102.00 37.55
EICHERMOT 19976.00 20740.90 19779.00 20480.00 501.15
INFY 630.00 656.65 615.10 650.35 14.80
MARUTI 7201.05 7472.00 7200.00 7415.20 158.95
JSWSTEEL 218.60 224.80 215.75 224.35 4.65
TITAN 1331.95 1366.35 1327.05 1356.00 26.55
SBIN 270.75 277.80 268.65 275.35 4.85
BRITANNIA 3260.00 3344.50 3253.00 3300.00 51.95
TCS 2060.00 2083.85 2052.50 2082.00 30.60
HDFC 2116.00 2148.00 2104.70 2144.20 29.30
HEROMOTOCO2670.05 2738.00 2634.00 2707.00 32.35
BAJAJ-AUTO 3122.40 3237.35 3095.00 3159.00 36.70
ICICIBANK 452.00 459.00 448.20 456.35 5.20
TECHM 717.65 734.40 716.35 725.50 7.85
HINDUNILVR 2119.45 2137.45 2098.00 2136.30 19.95
BAJAJFINSV 8173.00 8276.60 8021.00 8076.10 67.25
ITC 250.40 251.95 249.05 250.75 1.85
POWERGRID 205.00 207.00 202.30 206.30 1.25
AXISBANK 718.00 730.00 710.05 716.40 3.65
HDFCBANK 1246.85 1249.75 1233.00 1245.00 5.70
TATAMOTORS 130.45 133.80 127.25 132.30 0.55
TATASTEEL 352.00 358.75 349.25 355.85 1.35
WIPRO 252.80 255.55 250.05 254.50 0.95
BAJFINANCE 4089.95 4110.00 3968.00 4047.00 12.85
DRREDDY 2806.80 2841.95 2755.05 2818.95 8.20
NTPC 120.25 121.70 120.25 121.10 0.20
UPL 598.30 600.90 591.10 597.85 0.85
INFRATEL 256.80 260.70 252.40 259.15 0.35
ULTRACEMCO 4275.85 4299.00 4212.00 4251.15 1.85
SUNPHARMA 405.60 411.35 403.00 405.50 0.05
COALINDIA 209.40 211.70 206.55 208.70 -0.10
CIPLA 453.65 456.80 448.10 453.30 -0.60
NESTLEIND 15091.00 15125.85 14916.25 14983.00 -37.00
HINDALCO 185.10 187.60 184.00 185.20 -0.55
ASIANPAINT 1762.40 1800.00 1762.00 1771.20 -9.00
GAIL 129.90 129.90 128.10 128.70 -0.80
INDUSINDBK 1339.00 1347.95 1309.65 1332.50 -8.50
M&M 596.90 599.65 587.15 591.55 -4.25
LT 1445.00 1448.90 1418.60 1431.40 -11.15
KOTAKBANK 1630.00 1638.70 1603.30 1610.95 -17.90
RELIANCE 1416.30 1425.95 1383.15 1394.00 -20.15
IOC 145.45 147.55 144.10 144.30 -2.15
BPCL 531.50 536.80 524.60 526.00 -8.10
YESBANK 51.80 53.50 49.20 51.00 -0.80
ONGC 144.25 144.95 141.25 142.00 -2.25
GRASIM 755.00 755.00 735.30 741.00 -15.05
VEDL 149.00 150.00 145.50 145.90 -3.25
ZEEL 253.00 253.30 240.05 242.00 -8.45
BHARTIARTL 373.50 378.00 355.00 360.40 -13.70
ADANIPORTS 418.00 419.00 395.00 395.10 -25.65

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 28202.65 28326.05 28007.75 28140.45 -23.50
MOTHERSUMI 102.40 108.50 101.85 107.75 4.05
PFC 101.35 105.65 99.50 104.70 3.20
GODREJCP 704.25 723.40 692.25 721.05 21.15
HDFCAMC 3031.00 3118.00 2951.00 3109.70 89.10
BANKBARODA 90.10 92.95 89.50 92.70 2.55
NHPC 23.10 23.70 23.10 23.65 0.55
PEL 1699.00 1747.60 1680.40 1720.20 39.80
COLPAL 1542.00 1586.70 1533.00 1564.00 30.80
BERGEPAINT 476.60 491.90 475.00 487.75 8.65
ICICIGI 1298.00 1335.75 1293.00 1316.80 22.00
L&TFH 86.50 88.65 85.55 87.90 1.30
MCDOWELL-N 610.00 621.50 609.70 620.60 8.45
SHREECEM 19629.80 19987.85 19461.00 19785.00 269.40
PNB 60.75 61.95 59.85 61.40 0.65
UBL 1311.90 1344.95 1311.90 1332.10 13.20
ICICIPRULI 481.10 487.90 478.40 484.50 4.45
PAGEIND 22594.70 22877.90 22211.90 22599.00 144.55
CADILAHC 246.00 249.00 243.25 246.75 1.50
CONCOR 608.00 617.40 602.65 610.90 2.95
AMBUJACEM 196.00 197.80 193.10 196.75 0.85
BIOCON 256.85 258.90 253.55 257.95 1.00
HINDZINC 208.70 211.90 208.40 209.95 0.05
BOSCHLTD 14658.00 14703.30 14400.00 14571.00 2.15
NIACL 136.90 142.80 133.05 136.40 0.00
BAJAJHLDNG 3675.20 3731.25 3650.00 3670.00 -3.10
AUROPHARMA 481.45 487.70 472.40 476.20 -1.05
DABUR 474.00 478.10 468.35 471.50 -1.10
DIVISLAB 1739.00 1752.40 1725.75 1735.40 -5.75
MARICO 395.35 395.95 389.75 393.50 -1.60
SIEMENS 1675.00 1717.45 1659.30 1667.30 -7.70
SBILIFE 994.00 1012.30 970.15 984.00 -5.15
DMART 1919.55 1927.95 1872.10 1904.00 -9.95
ACC 1537.90 1549.45 1521.00 1526.70 -8.55
PGHH 11750.00 12069.95 11750.00 11898.00 -69.40
BANDHANBNK 560.00 565.00 551.70 555.90 -3.45
HDFCLIFE 614.80 625.90 601.00 607.00 -4.30
DLF 177.60 178.80 174.00 176.00 -2.20
LUPIN 749.50 749.50 730.70 735.95 -9.90
PIDILITIND 1358.65 1362.40 1321.00 1331.00 -19.20
ASHOKLEY 75.95 76.55 73.70 74.95 -1.10
OFSS 3103.00 3105.00 3045.00 3056.00 -50.95
INDIGO 1667.00 1689.90 1641.10 1645.60 -28.75
PETRONET 276.80 277.45 268.15 269.50 -5.60
HAVELLS 674.00 682.00 657.55 663.90 -14.30
NMDC 108.10 110.30 106.60 107.10 -2.50
HINDPETRO 315.25 318.45 308.00 308.50 -8.40
SRTRANSFIN 1120.00 1126.00 1065.80 1075.55 -42.00
GICRE 263.95 271.10 243.40 247.90 -12.20
IBULHSGFIN 218.00 224.90 202.10 206.20 -11.80
IDEA 6.20 6.25 5.55 5.65 -0.45
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British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson appeared to be

pushing Wednesday for an
early general election after
Parliament blocked a fast-track
plan to approve his Brexit deal
before Britain’s scheduled
departure from the European
Union on Oct. 31.

Lawmakers on Tuesday
backed the substance of
Johnson’s divorce deal but
rejected plans to allow only
three days of debate before final
consideration of the legislation,
saying it didn't provide enough
time for scrutiny.

The government is now
waiting for the EU’s response
on a possible extension of the
Brexit deadline. European
Council President Donald Tusk
said in a tweet that because of
the vote he would recommend
that the other 27 EU nations
grant Britain a delay in its
departure to avoid a chaotic
no-deal exit in just eight days.

Justice Secretary Robert
Buckland told the BBC on
Wednesday that Parliament’s
failure to break the logjam
means “we are left with the
option of a general election ...
That seems to me to be the only
way to break this impasse.”

The good news for the
prime minister was that law-
makers — for the first time
since Britons chose in 2016 to
leave the EU — voted in prin-
ciple for a Brexit plan, backing

by 329-299 a bill to implement
the agreement Johnson struck
with the EU last week.

But minutes later, legisla-
tors rejected his fast-track
timetable to pass the bill by 322

votes to 308, saying they need-
ed more time to scrutinize it.
The votes return the Brexit
process back into grimly famil-
iar territory: tortuous uncer-
tainty.
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Facebook CEO Mark
Zuckerberg is again appear-

ing before Congress to face
questions about his company’s
massive market power, privacy
lapses and tolerance of speech
deemed false or hateful.

Zuckerberg has been sum-
moned to testify at a hearing
Wednesday by the House
Financial Services Committee
on Facebook’s plan to create a
global digital currency, which
has stirred opposition from
lawmakers and regulators in
the US and Europe. But the full
range of policies and conduct
of the social media giant with
nearly 2.5 billion users will be
under the public glare.

It’s the Facebook chief ’s
first testimony to Congress
since April 2018.

The company seems to
spark public and official anger
at every turn these days, from
its shift into messaging services
that allow encrypted conver-
sations to its alleged anticom-
petitive behavior to its refusal
to take down phony political
ads or doctored videos.

Lawmakers from both par-
ties and top regulators —
including Treasury Secretary
Steven Mnuchin and Federal
Reserve Chairman Jerome
Powell — have criticized
Facebook’s plan for the new
currency, to be called Libra.
They warn that it could be used
for illicit activity such as money

laundering or drug trafficking.
Rep. Maxine Waters, the

California Democrat who
heads the Financial Services
panel, this summer asked
Facebook to not move forward
with the currency and a digi-
tal wallet called Calibra that
would be used with it. Waters
has called Libra “a new Swiss-
based financial system” that
potentially is too big to fail and
could require a taxpayer
bailout. Several high-profile
companies that had signed on
as partners in Facebook’s gov-
erning association for Libra
have recently bailed, spelling a
potentially rough road for the
project. But many experts don’t
believe it’s doomed.

Zuckerberg, in written tes-

timony prepared for the hear-
ing, aimed to reassure law-
makers that his company won’t
try to evade financial regulators
as it readies Libra.

Facebook “will not be a
part of launching the Libra pay-
ments system anywhere in the
world unless all U.S. regulators
approve it,” he said. That’s a
stronger statement than
Facebook official David
Marcus made to Congress in
July, when he said the compa-
ny will not activate Libra until
it has “fully addressed regula-
tory concerns and received
appropriate approvals.”

Marcus leads the Libra
project.

Zuckerberg is striving to
defend Libra and alleviate con-

cerns that the currency could
sidestep regulators. Analysts
say Libra could avoid regula-
tion and launch in countries
where it’s not getting pushback,
but this doesn’t appear to be
Facebook’s intention.

Instead, Zuckerberg is
pushing an optimistic vision of
Libra and what it could mean
for people around the world
who don’t have access to bank
accounts. While some critics
see the recent exodus of some
Libra partners as evidence of
the plan’s likely failure, U.S. reg-
ulators appear to view it as
enough of a threat that they are
considering the possibility of
the Fed launching its own
competitor currency.

“At the Federal Reserve, we

will continue to analyze the
potential benefits and costs of
central bank digital currencies,
and look forward to learning
from other central banks,” Lael
Brainard, a member of the
Fed’s board of governors, said
in a speech last week.

There is concern among
regulators that the massive
reserve created with money
used to buy the new currency
could supplant the Fed and
destabilize the financial system,
and that consumers could be
hurt by Libra losses.

Zuckerberg also played the
China card in his remarks,
urging regulators to act quick-
ly “While we debate these
issues, the rest of the world isn’t
waiting. China is moving

quickly to launch similar ideas
in the coming months,” he
said. The Facebook CEO also
has cited competition from
China as a compelling reason
against breaking up the com-
pany. The Justice Department,
the Federal Trade Commission
and the House Judiciary
antitrust subcommittee are all
conducting investigations of
Facebook and the other huge
tech companies amid accusa-
tions of abuse of their market
power to crush competition.

Sen. Elizabeth Warren, a
leading Democratic presiden-
tial candidate, has advocated
breaking up Facebook and
other tech behemoths. She
recently ran a fake political ad
on Facebook taking aim at

Zuckerberg to protest the com-
pany’s policy of not fact-check-
ing politicians’ speech or ads in
the same way it enlists outside
parties to fact-check news sto-
ries and other posts.

In a major speech
last week at Georgetown
University, Zuckerberg defend-
ed the company’s refusal to take
down content from its platform
it considers newsworthy “even
if it goes against our stan-
dards.” Facebook, Google and
Twitter are trying to oversee
internet content while also
avoiding infringing on First
Amendment rights. The pen-
dulum has swung recently
toward restricting hateful
speech that could spawn vio-
lence.
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Hong Kong authorities on
Wednesday withdrew an

unpopular extradition bill that
sparked months of chaotic
protests that have since mor-
phed into a campaign for
greater democratic change.

“I now formally announce
the withdrawal of the bill,”
Secretary for Security John
Lee told the city’s legislature.
Pro-democracy lawmakers
immediately tried to question
him but he refused to respond
and the assembly’s president
said the rules did not allow for
debate.

The long-expected scrap-
ping of the bill was overshad-
owed by the drama surround-
ing the release from a Hong
Kong prison of the murder sus-
pect at the heart of the extra-
dition case controversy.

Chan Tong-kai, who com-
pleted a separate sentence for
money laundering, told
reporters after his release that

he wished to turn himself in to
authorities in Taiwan, where
he’s wanted for killing his preg-
nant girlfriend, Poon Hiu-
wing. Taiwan announced
Tuesday it was willing to send
a delegation to bring Chan back
to the self-ruled island for
trial, but Hong Kong rejected
the offer, saying the suspect
should be allowed to fly unac-
companied to Taiwan to turn
himself in.

The controversy is rooted
in the unwillingness of Hong
Kong, a semi-autonomous
Chinese region, to recognize
the legitimacy of the legal bod-
ies in Taiwan, which the com-
munist authorities in Beijing
consider a breakaway province.

China has refused all con-
tact with the administration of
Taiwan’s directly elected
President Tsai Ing-wen over her
refusal to endorse Beijing’s
contention that the island is
Chinese territory awaiting
annexation. 

That appears to have com-

pelled Hong Kong to reject
cooperation with Taiwan over
Taipei’s insistence on a “mutu-
al legal assistance” deal with
Hong Kong that would require
their institutions to deal with
each other on an equal basis.

Tsai herself weighed in
Wednesday on the Chan case,
emphasizing that, although
both the alleged perpetrator
and the victim are from Hong
Kong, Taiwan was willing to
put Chan on trial if Hong
Kong does not.

However, she said there
was no possibility of Chan
simply catching a flight to
Taipei and insisted Taiwan
would not sacrifice its sover-
eignty in handling the matter.

“I would like to explain that
in this case, the murderer is a
wanted subject in Taiwan. He
is already a wanted criminal
suspect in Taiwan with a war-
rant out for his arrest,” Tsai said
during a visit to the Taiwanese-
held island of Kinmen just off
the Chinese coast.
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Beijing is drawing up a plan
to remove Hong Kong’s

beleaguered Chief Executive
Carrie Lam, the Financial
Times reported Wednesday,
after nearly five months of
pro-democracy unrest.

The pro-Beijing leader has
faced sustained criticism from
protesters in the semi-
autonomous city.

So far, the Chinese central
government has given its sup-
port to her and the Hong Kong
police, calling the demonstra-
tors “rioters” and condemning
the violence.

But according to the FT
report ,  which quoted
unnamed figures briefed on
the deliberations, Beijing is
drawing up a plan to replace
her with an interim chief
executive.

However, sources told the
newspaper that the plan would
be dependent on the situation
in the city first stabilising so
that the central government is
not seen as giving in to vio-
lence.
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NASA has found no evi-
dence of Chandrayaan-2’s

Vikram lander in the latest
images captured by its Moon
orbiter of the lunar south pole
region where India’s ambitious
mission attempted a historic
soft landing, the US space
agency said on Wednesday.

On September 7, the
Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) attempt-
ed a soft landing of Vikram on
the uncharted lunar south pole,
before losing communication
with the lander.

“The Lunar
Reconnaissance Orbiter
imaged the area of the target-
ed Chandrayaan-2 Vikram
landing site on October 14, but
did not observe any evidence of

the lander,” Noah Edward
Petro, the Project Scientist for
the LRO mission, told PTI in
an exclusive email interaction.

Petro said that the camera
team carefully examined the
images and employed the
change detection technique —
using a ratio of an image cap-
tured prior to the landing
attempt to the one acquired on
October 14. This approach, he
said, is used for finding new
meteorite impacts on the Moon
that also helped locate the
recent Beresheet, a small robot-
ic Moon lander and lunar
probe operated by the Israel
Aerospace Industries.

On April 11 this year,
Beresheet crashed on the Moon
during a landing attempt.

“It is possible that Vikram
is located in a shadow or out-

side of the search area. Because
of the low latitude, approxi-
mately 70 degrees south, the
area is never completely free of
shadows,” John Keller, Deputy
Project Scientist LRO Mission,
told PTI. During its previous
flyby, the LRO passed over the
landing site on September 17
and acquired a set of high-res-
olution images of the area.

The LRO team had not
been able to locate or image the
lander even then.

On September 7, Vikram
attempted landing on a small
patch of lunar highland smooth
plains between Simpelius N
and Manzinus C craters before
losing communication with
ISRO.

This event was India’s first
attempt to soft land on the
Moon and could have pro-

pelled it into a select club of
countries to have landed on the
lunar surface.

After Vikram lost contact
with ground stations, just 2.1
kilometres above the touch-
down site, the possibility of
establishing contact with the
lander had a deadline of
September 21, because after
that the region entered into a
lunar night.

ISRO had said the mission
life of the Vikram lander and
the Pragyan rover it carried will
be one lunar day, which is equal
to 14 Earth days.

The lunar nights can be
very cold, especially in the
south polar region where
Vikram is lying. Temperatures
could drop to as low as minus
200 degrees Celsius during the
lunar night.
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The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) sees Indian

economic growth rebounding
to around 7 per cent in the next
financial year, supported by
measures like monetary policy
stimulus and corporate income
tax cuts.

“We see the Indian econo-
my rebounding from our pro-
jected 6.1 per cent growth this
fiscal year to something like 7
per cent in the next fiscal year
(2020). We see the factors that
will support growth, including
monetary policy stimulus,
working their way through the
pipeline,” Jonathan Ostry,
Deputy Director, Asia Pacific
Department at the IMF, told
reporters.

The recent tax cuts, gov-
ernment’s progress in address-
ing lingering weaknesses in
the financial sector and mea-
sures to support growth sectors
as seen as factors underpinning
growth in the near term, Ostry
said. Talking about the slow-
down in Indian economy in
recent quarters, he said:
“indeed (it) took many of us by
surprise, including the IMF.

“There wasn’t a single
cause for the slowdown… there
were many different causes at
work including corporate and
regulatory environmental
uncertainties, the stresses in the
non-bank financial sector,
(and) stresses in the rural sec-
tor, among others,” he said.

Asked about the Regional
Comprehensive Economic

Partnership (RECP), which
India is reportedly cautious to
sign as the multi-lateral trade
pact negotiations are widely
expected to be concluded in the
coming months, he underlined
the importance of having ser-
vices included in the free-trade
partnership agreement.

Much greater attention to
integration type issues is essen-
tial to sustain growth in south
Asia, he said, adding “This
needs to include not only goods
trade, but more importantly
services trade - which could
provide a substantial engine of
growth for India and other
south Asian economies going
forward,” said Ostry.

There is a need to take
steps to invigorate the deliber-
ation process and structural

reforms more generally because
India has a potential enor-
mous demographic dividend
over the next couple of decades
through which about 150 mil-
lion people will be entering the
workforce, he pointed out.

“We consider services as an
important source of growth
and productivity to enhance
investments in the period
ahead,” he underlined.

India’s success in the ser-
vice sector has been especially
remarkable as its share of the
world’s information and com-
munication technologies ser-
vice exports almost tripled in
a decade, from 6.3 per cent in
2000 to 17.8 per cent in 2010,
recording the largest increase
globally for the sector, accord-
ing to the IMF report.

���,��	��	����	�������&!���"	
*��!����*�3	����#��

�� � *��9�

China has invited a Taliban
delegation to attend an

“intra-Afghan” conference in
Beijing, a militant spokesman
said Wednesday, after a
prospective deal between the
United States and the insur-
gents collapsed last month.

Suhail Shaheen, a Taliban
political spokesman, said on
Twitter that Mullah Abdul
Ghani Baradar, the group’s co-
founder, had met with Chinese
diplomats in Doha, where the
militants have a political office.

“Both sides discussed the
upcoming intra-Afghan con-
ference in Beijing and issues
related to the solution of
Afghan problem,” Shaheen
wrote.

He later told AFP the con-
ference would take place
October 29-30.

It would be separate from
talks between the US and the
Taliban, which spent the past
year negotiating a deal that
would have seen the Pentagon

pull thousands of troops from
Afghanistan in return for var-
ious security guarantees.

President Donald Trump
scrapped those talks last month
amid continued Taliban vio-
lence in Afghanistan, including
a bombing that killed an
American soldier.

The deal would have paved
the way for separate talks
between the Taliban and the
Afghan government to search
for an end to the conflict.

The Taliban have stead-
fastly refused to talk to the gov-
ernment, and Shaheen said
any attendance by Afghan offi-
cials in Beijing would be on the
understanding they were rep-
resenting only themselves.

“All participants will attend
in their personal capacity and
will present their personal
point of view for the solution
of the Afghan problem,”
Shaheen wrote on Twitter.

Similar talks have been
held previously in Doha and in
Moscow.

Beijing has not confirmed

the talks, but a foreign ministry
spokeswoman said at a regular
briefing Wednesday that it is
“willing to facilitate and help”
the Afghan peace process “on
the basis of respecting the
wishes of all parties”.

There was no immediate
reaction from the administra-
tion of Afghan President
Ashraf Ghani, and Shaheen
told AFP “it is not yet clear”
whether government officials
would attend, adding that only
lower-level officials should be
allowed on the guest list.

Former president Hamid
Karzai’s spokesman,
Mohammad Yusuf Saha, told
AFP that Karzai was “prepared
to attend” but said no attendee
list had been finalised.

The US and Europe mean-
while published a joint com-
munique calling on Ghani and
other Afghan leaders to focus
on preparing Afghanistan for
formal “intra-Afghan negotia-
tions with the Taliban, includ-
ing the naming of an inclusive,
national negotiating team”.
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The Kremlin on Wednesday
accused Washington of

betraying the Kurds by with-
drawing its forces from north-
ern Syria and leaving allies
alone in the face of a Turkish
offensive.

To international surprise,
US President Donald Trump
announced in early October
that American forces would
withdraw from Syria, paving
the way for Turkey to push into
the border area against the
Kurdish People’s Protection
Units (YPG) militia it consid-
ers “terrorists”.

“The US were the closest
allies for the Kurds for several
years. In the end the US
abandoned the Kurds, effec-
t ively  betraying them,”
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov told Russian news
agencies.

“They prefer to leave the
Kurds at the border and prac-
tically force them to fight the
Turks,” he said.

Turkey paused its offensive
into Syria on October 17. 
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Thirty-nine bodies were
found on Wednesday
near London in the con-

tainer of a truck, which came
from Bulgaria, UK police said. 

A 25-year-old driver from
Northern Ireland has been
arrested on suspicion of mur-
der of the 39 people, they said.

The dead bodies were
found in his truck in Essex,
south-east England.

Essex Police said they were
called by the local ambulance
service shortly before 01:40
local time after the discovery at
Waterglade Industrial Park in
Eastern Avenue, Grays. 

Early indications are that
38 adults and one teenager have
died, Essex Police said.

The force said the truck
came from Bulgaria and
entered the country via
Holyhead on Saturday.

Holyhead, located on the
northwest tip of Wales, is one
of the main ports for ferries
from Ireland.

Chief Supt Andrew
Mariner said officers were try-
ing to identify victims.

He said: “This is a tragic
incident where a large number

of people have lost their lives.
Our enquiries are ongoing to
establish what has happened.
We are in the process of iden-
tifying the victims, however I
anticipate that this could be a
lengthy process.”

A police cordon remains in
place at the industrial estate
where the discovery was made.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Boris Johnson tweeted that he

was “appalled by this tragic
incident” and pledged to work
closely with Essex Police to
establish exactly what hap-
pened.

“I am receiving regular
updates and the Home Office
will work closely with Essex
Police as we establish exactly
what has happened. My
thoughts are with all those
who lost their lives and their

loved ones,” he said.
Home Secretary Priti Patel

said she was “shocked and
saddened by this utterly tragic
incident”. “Essex Police has
arrested an individual and we
must give them the space to
conduct their investigations,”
the Indian-origin British min-
ister said.

Thurrock MP Jackie
Doyle-Price said it was “sick-
ening news”.

“People trafficking is a vile
and dangerous business,” she
tweeted, adding that she hoped
Essex Police could “bring these
murderers to justice”. 

In 2014, as many as 34
Afghan Sikhs, suffering from
severe dehydration, hypother-
mia and lack of air, were found
alive inside a shipping con-
tainer. One man was found
dead, having passed away dur-
ing the sea crossing from
Belgium.

In June 2000, as many as 58
Chinese immigrants were
reportedly found suffocated to
death in the back of a lorry in
Dover. There were two sur-
vivors.

A Dutch lorry driver was
jailed the following year for
manslaughter.
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There is a saying in Arabic which
means ‘The one who has health,

has hope. And the one who has
hope, has everything’. To save the
world, we need to save humans and
to save humans, we need to take
care of their health. In this way, the
concern for protecting human
health is the concern to save the
world. 

The question is how are we ful-
filling our responsibilities towards
protecting human health.
According to World Health
Organisation's report, situation in
many nations of the world is
extremely shocking. One of the
major threats that the world has
been facing is of malnutrition.
According to United Nations, every
year in India, nearly 10 lakh chil-
dren below the age of five years die
because of it. 

Each state of India has formu-
lated its own strategy to deal with
health-related challenges, especial-
ly malnutrition eradication. The
enormity of this challenge in
Chhattisgarh is way more as com-
pared to the other states. On
November 1, Chhattisgarh would

complete 20 years of formation.
Around 43 per cent of the land was
covered in forest while naxalism
posed as a major challenge. Till
date, major chunk of the population
living in remote areas of the state
do not have access to the basic facil-
ities. This is the reason why mal-
nutrition took a monstrous shape
in the state. 

Approximately 41.50 per cent
of the girls and women of age 15 to
45 years are anemic. It is evident
that most of these people belong to
tribal communities and BPL cate-
gory. If we recall the quote — ‘mal-

nutrition is a kind of epidemic’, we
can fathom the seriousness of the
situation. State Government has
marked the indicators of health-
related challenges in Chhattisgarh
and has started implementing the
strategic action plan. Initial results
of this action plan has turned out
to be extremely promising. New
government of the state has taken
‘Gadhbo Naya Chhattisgarh’ as its
motto, which means — ‘we will cre-
ate new Chhattisgarh’. All kinds of
measures are being taken to achieve
the goal of providing basic facilities
to even the remotest area. 

With the aim of making
Chhattisgarh malnutrition-free,
Chief Minister, Bhupesh Baghel, on
the occasion of 150th anniversary
of Mahatma Gandhi ji, launched
five new schemes simultaneously,
which includes four schemes
directly related to nutrition and
health. New government has
revised the previously existing PDS
system and transformed it into
Universal PDS-APL System. Under
the new system, every section of the
society will be provided nutritious
food. 

Every basic facility, lack of
which has been included in the list
of major threats by WHO, is being
provided effectively by the govern-
ment under Chief Minister Haat-
Bazaar Clinic Scheme and Chief
Minister Urban Slum Health
Scheme, thus minimising the
threat. Objective of the former is to
provide health facilities to even the
last person living in remote area,
especially tribal regions of the
state. Under this scheme, govern-
ment mobile clinic facility is pro-
vided in weekly haat-bazaars,
wherein check-up, treatment and
medicines along with regular health
services are provided. Before the

launch of this scheme at state-level,
it was started as a pilot project in
tribal areas. 

Despite the sufficient avail-
ability of government and private
hospitals, ultramodern equipment,
buildings, qualified doctors and
trained health workers in the state,
a major part of Chhattisgarh has
been waiting for the ray of hope for
good health. And this is the part,
where soul of the state resides.
Finally the time has come, when the
soul of the state will be illuminat-
ed.

(The author is IAS 
commissioner, Public Relations,
Chhattisgarh.)

The Frankfurt Book Fair came to an
end on October 20. It saw partic-

ipation of nearly 7,500 exhibitors
from 109 countries. Norway was the
Guest of Honour country this year.

National Book Trust of India,
which has been participating since
1970 and has the rare distinction of
presenting India as the Guest of
Honour country at the fair twice (in
1986 and 2006), had a very rich and
engaging participation this year too.

NBT, India had put up a collec-
tive exhibit of more than 200 titles of
32 Indian publishers and also had
Vigyan Prasar as co-exhibitor. The
books of the collective exhibit were
donated to the library of the Consulate

General of India, Frankfurt for further
use for the local readers.

The NBT, India delegation had
meetings and interactions with near-
ly 45 delegates representing 25 coun-
tries including Chief Executive
Officers, Managing Directors and
other senior professionals from pub-
lishing houses, International Book
Fair Authorities, International Book
Trade Journals, Rights Agencies,
International Book Distributors.

The three-member delegation
from NBT, India led by its Chairman,
professor Govind Prasad Sharma,
included Kumar Vikram, Editor and
Project Head, and Mayank Surolia,
Deputy Director.

Ever y year All  India
Conference of Intellectuals

(AICOI) recognises the ser-
vices of imminent and illustri-
ous Indians who have made sig-
nificant contribution towards
mankind following the princi-
ples of humanism, national-
ism, peace and by setting high
ethical standard in their chosen
fields.

In this context, the execu-
tive committee of AICOI has
unanimously chosen CA Shweta

Pathak, vice chairperson, ICAI,
for the prestigious and coveted
Delhi Ratan Award for her out-
standing contribution as women
empowerment/social activist,
in an award ceremony during
40th AICOI Annual Conference
on Sunday at India International
Centre (IIC).

The conference will be
attended by a large number of
eminent diplomats, dignitaries,
bureaucrats, journalists and
invitees from pan India.

AICOI, extends a warm
welcome for her participation
and congratulated her for her
outstanding achievements in
her chosen field.

The organisation is in exis-
tence for last four decades. It is
a non-governmental organisa-
tions committed to promote
nationalism, humanism, peace
and brotherhood without any
distinction of caste, creed,
colour, gender or religious
belief.
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�What are the facilities on offer for
organising a wedding?

Jamaica offers scenic beauty, gracious
hospitality and excellent infrastructure as
the destination opens its arms for Indian
weddings looking for exotic destinations.
Jamaica Tourist Board is committed to sup-
port and facilitate Indian weddings. 

�How are you encouraging Jamaica as a
wedding destination?

Jamaica has won The World Travel
Awards’ designation as The World’s Leading
Wedding Destination in 2014, 2016 and
2017, and the country consistently ranks
at the top in wedding and honeymoon des-
tination. Jamaica’s landscape provides the
ideal backdrop for couples and newlyweds
looking to create romantic memories.
With its jagged coastline of thick foliage
that opens to breath-taking waterfalls and
idyllic secluded beaches, the destination
oozes romance. With many flights to
choose from, it is easy to get to Jamaica.
Gather your friends and family in Jamaica
to make a joyful noise as you solidify your
union with your loved one. Tying the knot
with your partner is one of the most excit-
ing adventures of your life. Let us help make
this happy time your fondest memory.

�What are the different kinds of settings
on offer for holding a wedding?

With its many years as world’s top des-
tinations for romance, every facet of
Jamaica’s tourism infrastructure is experi-
enced in satisfying the needs of couples (for
weddings, honeymoon and romantic vaca-
tion). Blessed with year-round moderate
temperatures, Jamaica’s hotels, resorts, vil-
las and guest house, match the needs of
every couple, and their guests. There are
wedding planners who take care of every
detail and offer packages that range from,
free for the basic arrangements to as elab-
orate and luxurious as the couple’s dream.
Couples can marry after 24 hours after
arriving in Jamaica, providing prior appli-

cation has been made and approved, for a
marriage license to the Ministry of Justice.

�What are the special activities in
Jamaica that make it an ideal destination
for honeymoon?

Paint your picture of romance in
Jamaica. While on their honeymoon to
Jamaica, couples can choose from diverse
Jamaican experiences for a perfect roman-
tic retreat. Nature adventures are among
Jamaica’s top attractions, couples can take
a guided hike or serene raft ride to view
spectacular settings of natural beauty,
including cascading waterfalls.

A relaxing river ride on Martha Brae
River (Montego Bay), allows couples to sit
back and enjoy the sight and sounds of
chirping birds, leaves rustling in the wind
and cascading waterfalls as they relax on
a three-mile bamboo raft ride, drifting
along this serene tree-lined stretch of
water, piloted by a raft captain. 

Romantic dinner for two: perched on
volcanic cliffs above the blue waters of
Pristine Cove, makes the couples enjoy
panoramic views, soothing cool breezes,

majestic sunsets and new Caribbean cui-
sine at Rockhouse restaurant (Negril).

Open air pampering: Enjoy a couple’s
massage, along with the warm Caribbean
breeze, the sight of blue skies and the sound
of waves caressing the shore.

Nature Adventures: Take a guided hike
up Reach Falls (Port Antonio) for a blend
of adrenaline rush and gorgeous setting —
the lush green scenery of Montane Forest,
a waterfall cascading down a rock face into
a refreshing emerald river pool. A trip into
the Blue Mountains (Kingston) reveals lush,

mist-filled hills creating a dreamy and
majestic ambience. 

Getaway Sail: Take a one-mile voyage
to the one-of-a-kind Pelican Bar made of
palm branches set in crystal clear waters
near Treasure Beach on the shores of
Jamaica.

Rainforest Adventure: Fly through
the air, zipping through tropical rain
forests at Mystic Mountain. Cool off
together with a slide into the pool with
views of Ocho Rios and the Caribbean Sea
below.

Sunset Catamaran Ride: Take a roman-
tic sunset cruise, sip rum punch as the sun
makes it way colourful towards the hori-
zon.

Get into the Rhythm of Jamaica: Enjoy
live music on Negril’s Seven Mile Beach and
West End. Monday and Saturday nights
heat up with live reggae show at Bourbon
Beach.

With all the above and much more,
make your adventure truly memorable by
sharing it with your better half. Nothing
makes the bond of love stronger than a tan-

dem kayak down the river or a horse ride
through the mountains. In Jamaica, we spe-
cialise in turning big dreams into roman-
tic realities.

�In between the wedding functions,
what are some of the more interesting
places that the tourists can visit or activ-
ities that they can engage in? 

A temperate year-round climate,
adventure-packed activities, swoon-worthy
scenery, rich culture, and a romantic
rhythm. Jamaica specialises in wide range
of experiences to please the couple and
guests of every age. They can kickstart the
adventures at Blue Lagoon or discover the
amazing treasures of Dunn’s River Falls,
climb the tropical forest till the peak of
Mystic Mountain or explore Jamaica’s
innerworld at Green Grotto Caves. What’s
more? They would love to sail up the coast-
line or snorkel over the Caribbean reef at
Montego Bay Marine Park. The surreal
beauty of Glistening Waters’ Luminous
Lagoon, a naturally glowing night-time
attraction, is sure to awestruck the guests
with illuminated memories of experienc-
ing a wedding in Jamaica while enjoying
these rich tastes amidst the rustic elegant
atmosphere and unique cultural reggae
vibe.

�Are there any special hotels which are
ideal for honeymooners? 

This Caribbean island, with countless
intimate settings, is for the couples who
dream of enchanting island with sultry sun-
sets, magical moonlit nights and lazy
mornings. It has the best five-star hotels,
luxury beach resorts and charming bou-
tiques at exotic locales. Round Hill Hotel
and Villas, The Caves, Sandals Royal
Plantation, Iberostar Grand Hotel Rose Hall,
Sandals Montego Bay, Hotel Riu Palace, are
some of the best all-inclusive resorts in
Jamaica. If you are looking for a place of
love, happiness, and adventure, then Jamaica
should be your next destination.
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People have usually confined them-
selves to conventional ideas for

gifting on Diwali — most common
examples being soan papdi and
chocolates. However, it’s time for
some change. From protein-based
cookies, e-vouchers, cufflinks and
accessories to handcrafted sweets and
eco-friendly hampers — there are
newer options available to celebrate
your valuable bond this festive sea-
son.

,53�2	�+,,���21���52���
Diwali means sweets, and a pil-

ing up of kilos. But then, you can
make health and festivities go hand
in hand. Rather than a sugar rush one
can pick up a special gift box by
Myprotein which contains baked
protein cookie, protein brownie and
protein flapjack and a mini-shaker.
The protein cookie is a vegan-friend-
ly treat with added dark chocolate
chunks. The brownie is another treat
with 22.5 g protein mixed with the
goodness of chocolate, making it an
ideal on-the-go snack. 

For those who are nuts, there is
always California walnuts which
offer a perfect blend of nutrition and
sweetness every festive celebration
deserves. Walnuts provide an excel-
lent source of plant-based omega-3
fatty acid and a handful of walnuts
also offers 4 gm of protein along with
2 gm of fibre.
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Gifting jewellery has been a

trend but customers are now moving
towards pieces which are trendier and
more practical. The silver brooch by
Mia (Tanishq) is perfect for the
woman who has a quirky side and
isn’t afraid to think out of the box and
take risks.

For men. what can be better than
a pair of cufflinks by Corneliani?
Made of brass and silver and in a var-
ied of shapes like rectangle, oval and
round. 
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The gifting market in
India is estimated to soar to $30
billion in the next
four years out of
which $400
million would be
digital gifts. With
everyone becoming tech-savvy, it
is not surprising that the gifting
trend is moving towards digital. So
one can go beyond traditional gift-
ing of physically wrapped mementos
and sweets that are now a passe’ to
personalised and digitised gifting.

GyFTR, an e-gift company offers
digital gift vouchers to facilitate
instant gifting and redemption. Such
gift cards enhance the recipient’s
experience as they have an element
of freedom of choice.

�43�3���2�
Chocolates have been the most

usual gift during festivities but Fabelle
Exquisite, the home-grown luxury
chocolate brand from ITC Ltd, is
acclaimed for creating an unparal-
leled experiences. They have limited
edition Fabelle Trinity - Truffles
Extraordinaire range which brings
alive the cycle of life represented by
the creator, nurturer and destroyer in
a box of unique handcrafted truffles,
each representing a concept.  
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While Diwali hampers are usual

but it is eco friendly ones which are
the need of the hour. The ones by

Crowne Plaza have wines, gourmet
food items, roasted dry fruits,
flavoured teas, beautiful Ganesha idol
sets and designer candles and diyas,
all of which do not add to the pollu-

tion overload. They have
curated five hampers named

around the precious stones —
Emerald, Sapphire, Pearl, Opal

and Topaz to suit various prefer-
ences and pockets. 

The hampers
curated by
Chambers at Taj

Mahal answer several
needs. There is one for kids, an
exclusive organic hamper, Season’s

Greetings and Festive Surprise
among others. These include an
array of culinary gifts, handcraft-

ed candles, limited edition acces-
sories, luxury beauty essentials,
exotic crystal ware, writing instru-
ments by Mont Blanc, cufflinks and
premium stoles by Taj Khazana and
much more. From silver plated
Ganesh idol, to beautifully present-
ed Swarovski Champagne tulips
and latest edition Apple Watch
Series V to Forest Essentials
Soundarya 24k Gold Kit and the
finest balsamic pearls, this royal
hamper is a dream encapsulated in
a box this Diwali.

�5��2��,,����%2�
For the travel junkie, what bet-

ter gift than being allowed to take off
on the Diwali weekend? Shoes on
loose, a travel company can create
some special memories to fascinat-
ing travel destinations recommend-
ed by the company including
Europe, Bali, Dubai and Thailand.
The best part? The best-discounted
offers do not end with the festival
and are on till October 27.

When Brand India is
about wellness, sustain-
ability, luxury, crafts-

manship why are Indians unable
to leverage it soft power?” ques-
tioned fashion designer Ritu Beri
and added, “Be it Basmati,
coconut or haldi, where is the
global branding of India-authen-
tic treasures? Why can’t Indians
stake claim to their glorious her-
itage?”

She explained that luxury
wasn’t looked upon as a good
term for several years. Initially
when she started The Luxury
League Symposium, four years
ago, people didn’t understand
what it meant. “However, today,
with all the arts and culture
involved, the concept of luxury
has evolved. People are open to
it. The Government’s policies
now respect and regard arts and
craft. I think there is a huge rev-
olution and we are really evolv-
ing,” added Ritu.

Areas like fine dining, per-
sonal care, electronics, luxury
travel and jewellery have seen
increasing revenues and are
expected to grow by 30 to 35 per
cent over the next three years.
Spending on luxury cars has
also risen upto 18 to 20 per cent.
Even the luxury beauty products
market has witnessed a fast-
paced growth.
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The first session was a mas-
terclass on the all-inclusive cor-
relation of fashion, beauty, well-
ness and grooming. Speaking at
the session, panelist Chinar
Studio, design director Chinar
Farooqui, said that finding like-
minded consumers wasn’t diffi-
cult for her luxury products.
“People who responded were
usually a set of artists, skilled
craftspersons, designers and
those who knew the value of arts
and craft. Of course, it didn’t

come as easily. It was extremely
organic and gradual. We didn’t
aim at numbers but the demand
only grew with an increase in the
number of people recognising
that such products have a qual-
itative edge and are made to suit
their preferences better,” said
she.

For designer Rina Singh,
comfort is the new luxury, espe-
cially when it comes to clothing.
It is something that you cannot
survive without. She explained
further, “So luxury clothing
should be meaningful and soul-
ful. It is something that can be
inspired by even your grand-
mother’s wardrobe, which has
every kind of old jewellery and
designs, even though the origi-
nals are not preferred today.
That is luxury — a couture con-
cept, deep rooted in the past and
the very own rich Indian heritage
of textiles.”

Most brand makers today
realise that the consumers’
approach is that when they actu-
ally come across their own pre-
ferred and quality-like product,
they are ready to splurge on it.
Gaurav Jai Gupta, textile and
fashion designer, talked about
how a change in the outlook of
design has transformed the def-
inition of luxury. “Earlier, it was
only about Western fashion in
design schools. Today, it has
become more about finding an
Indianness to the designs and
giving them an aesthetic touch.
We just need to hear our own
voice,” he said.

Well, for UK-based celebri-
ty hairstylist Dar, luxury is “to
look good everyday of your life.
And this is very much evident
when people fly to London for
haircuts.”

Akcelina Cvijetic, England-
based wellness expert, said that
good health is the only luxury
one should have. “When your
outer world seems less chaotic,

you live a luxurious and health-
ier lifestyle. Today, we have for-
gotten the art of what it means to
be a human being. Stress and
anxiety have become our great-
est friends. Hence, I would like
to point out that mindfulness is
important rather than becoming
manic,” she said and demonstrat-
ed it by saying one thing — ‘I
have to do this work’ — in two
different tones — one, hurried-
ly with anxiety and tension and
two, in a slower pace with a bit
more satisfaction and calmness
in her voice. She showcased the
difference between working with
anxiety and working with a calm
and peaceful mind which impact
our level of productivity. Pointing
towards morning hours, she said
that they are a golden period for
human beings and could be one
of the greatest lux-
ury anyone can
afford.
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At the second
session, panellists
discussed why are
we as a nation
presenting to the
world through
our cultural
tourism, the
charm of local
c o m mu n i t i e s ,
traditions, folk-
lore, arts, spaces
and our values.

Speaking at
the session,Vijai
Vardhan, addi-
tional chief secre-
tary, Department
of Tourism,
Government of
Haryana, point-
ed towards how
tourism is yet
another factor that
determines the quali-
ty of luxury that we, as a coun-
try, can offer. “I was surprised to

see a huge man-made pond in
Kurukshetra, which is known as
the Brahmasarovar — unknown
and undiscovered. It is a huge
area where many saints and
sages from various parts of the
country come and live. You will
be surprised to know how these
people, who do not come from
the upper echeleons of society,
reside there for days and months.
They never live in any hotels or
resorts, but prefer the ashrams
where they prepare their own
food and survive on their own,”
he said and added that a few kilo-
metres near Kurukshetra, there is
also the Geeta Updesh Sthal,
where Lord Krishna gave the ser-
mon in Mahabharata. “Even that
has never been promoted as a
tourist destination. There is a
light and music show that takes
place at the sight, depicting an
episode from the epic too,” said
he as he pointed out a few other
monuments and heritage sites in
the state which have not yet been
completely explored.

So now the challenge for the
Haryana Government, Vardhan
pointed out, was about how to
promote such spots, making
them a brand and opening for the
people.

Lal Tyabji added that today,
people no longer want to look at
dead monuments, the walls of
which are stained with people’s
names or paan splotches. “They
want to see the live country and
that is where the tangity of arts
and craft comes in.
Encouraging them to look at
such monuments is itself mak-
ing them in the light of luxu-
ry. Tourism could be one
thing that can make the
Brand India big,” she said and
added that luxury is no
longer the preserve of the
royals but have much more
to it today, when even the
usual public can have it.
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National Award-winning actress and film-
maker Konkona Sen Sharma says she

loves to watch and share films at film festi-
vals because she feels the audience compris-
es pure movie-lovers and she belongs to that
“film-watching” community.

Konkona was present at Jio MAMI 21st
Mumbai Film Festival with Star, where
Seema Pahwa’s directorial debut Ramprasad
Ki Tehrvi, which features her, was screened.

“I have been attending MAMI from even
before I shifted base to Mumbai. I was so
young then, I would come here with friends,
sit in a bus and run around to watch films
from one venue to another. I love film festi-
vals because I feel that I belong to the film-
watching community. These people, stand-
ing in long queues and watching films one
after another, are the true film-lovers,”
Konkona said.

She added, “They do not care about
box-office numbers and other commer-
cial aspects. What matters to them is the
story and other creative aspects of a film.
So whenever I attend any film festival, I
feel the vibe of a community that loves
film for film. That is how even I start-
ed loving films. I just hope that the
youngsters are getting the opportu-
nity to watch world cinema through
the film festival,” said the actress.

Konkona apart, Ramprasad Ki
Tehrvi, features Naseeruddin Shah,
Vinay Pathak, Supriya Pathak and
Vineet Kumar.

The film screened at Jio MAMI
under the Spotlight section, and the
cast and crew got a chance to
watch it along with the audience.
Konkona said the audience made
the film special.

“I watched the film with the
audience for the first time and it was
so exciting to see their reaction.
They laughed and sniffed, reacting
to specific scenes and it was fun.
Also this is an audience of true film-
lover. They are here to watch the film
because they are movie buffs,” said
Konkona.

Sharing her experience of
working with veteran actress-
turned-director Pahwa,
Konkona said: “Seema ji is a
brilliant and experienced sto-
ryteller, so all the actors felt we
are in good hands. The film
has all the great actors of the

business, and I was initially intimidated. I
wanted to run away seeing such brilliant tal-
ents! But then Ma (her mother is the iconic
actress-filmmaker Aparna Sen) said that you
cannot just stick to your comfort zone. You
have to push yourself to grow as a performer.
So, I finally started shooting and that tension
got eased.”

“I have always carry some nervous ener-
gy at the beginning of my projects, whether
it has been a new film or my directorial
debut,” shared the actress who has appeared
in films such as Mr and Mrs Iyer, Page 3,
Omkara, Luck By Chance, and Wake Up Sid.

Konkona recently travelled to Busan
International Film Festival with Alankrita
Shrivastava’s forthcoming film Dolly Kitty Aur
Woh Chamakte Sitare, and has lately also
worked with celebrated female filmmakers

such as Meghna Gulzar, Alankrita
Shrivastava, and Tanuja Chandra in
films such as Talvar, Lipstick Under
My Burkha and A Monsoon Date
respectively.

“Over the last few years, I have
only been working with female

filmmakers and I can say that is
a positive change. When we

went to Busan and the screen-
ing of Dolly Kitty Aur Woh
Chamakte Sitare took place,
we were quite surprised to
see how the Korean audi-
ence was relating to a story
that is set in India. During
the interactive session,
they were also asking
pointed questions and
that made us understand
that the audience was
feeling connected with
the story.”

Dolly Kitty Aur Woh
Chamakte Sitare features
Konkona with Bhumi
Pednekar, and is set in

Delhi. “I think there is a
commonality among

women worldwide. Whether they
are rich or poor, married or unmar-
ried, or they come from a rich coun-
try, the lives of women are all the
same. They have a common thread,
something that is relatable. I believe
our film got appreciation at film fes-
tivals because of that,” said the
actress.
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Clad in his captain’s navy blue blaz-
er, Sourav Ganguly on Wednesday
promised a “corruption-free, same-

for-all BCCI”, a philosophy that, he said,
guided his tenure as India skipper from
2000 to 2005.

Elected unopposed to the top position
in the world’s richest cricket Board, the
bespectacled 47-year-old also gave enough
indications that he would run the show the
way he wants and is unlikely to be influ-
enced.

“I will do it the way I know, I will do
it the way which I feel is best for the BCCI
with no compromise on credibility.
Corruption-free and same for all BCCI.
That’s the way I led India and that’s the way
I will take this organisation forward,” said
the man with more than 18,000 interna-
tional runs under his belt.

Hard to miss at his maiden press inter-
action after taking charge was the India
blazer that he was wearing.

“I got it when I was captain of India
but I did not realise that it is so loose. But

I decided I will wear it,” he said as scribes
chuckled.

He will be at the helm for nine months
because the Supreme Court-mandated
reforms require a cooling off period after
a six-year run as an office-bearer. Ganguly
has already been Cricket Association of
Bengal Secretary and President.

Ganguly couldn’t help but recall the
time he took over as team captain.

The sport’s integrity was in tatters that
year after the 2000 match-fixing scandal
and Ganguly was handed the responsibil-
ity of resurrecting it.

Resurrection is once again what is
required after three years of administra-
tive limbo, incidentally also caused by cor-
ruption — the 2013 IPL spot-fixing scan-
dal.

Ironically, Mohammed Azharuddin
was at the centre of the 2000 scandal and
will now be his Board colleague as
Hyderabad Cricket Association President.
The two former teammates hugged each
other after Wednesday’s meeting.

“Coincidentally, fortunately or unfor-
tunately, there was a similar situation when

I took over as captain and captained India
for six years,” Ganguly said referring to,
what are widely considered, the dark days
of Indian cricket.

“It’s a similar sort of a situation
where things need to be brought back to
place, reforms need to be done, huge
amount of money to be paid to state asso-
ciations so it’s a lot of work,” he added.

Laying down his immediate priorities,
Ganguly said a call to current skipper Virat
Kohli is in order.

“Virat Kohli is the most important
man in Indian cricket, we will listen to
him. I will speak to Virat Kohli tomorrow,
we will support him in every possible way,
whatever he wants,” he said.

“We are here to work for Indian crick-
et. We will do that to the best of our abil-
ity,” he added.

He reiterated his commitment to
improving the domestic cricket structure.

“The structures are there, the tourna-
ments are there. In the last three years the
matches have doubled actually. When I
played for Bengal and some of my col-
leagues played for the other states there
were about 1000 games to be played at.
Now there are 2000 games between states
and the affiliates.

“So we have to account for it. We have
to make sure the best tournament in the
country is competitive, and it remains
important to everyone now because that’s
where you get the Kohli’s and MS Dhoni’s,
Ajinkya Rahane’s and Rohit Sharma’s of
Indian cricket,” he said.
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BCCI President Sourav Ganguly on
Wednesday called Virat Kohli “the

most important man in Indian cricket”
and promised the captain all possible sup-
port to make his life “easier and not dif-
ficult”.

After taking charge as the BCCI boss,
Ganguly said he will be speaking to the
Indian skipper on Thursday to discuss the
way forward.

“I will speak to him tomorrow
(Thursday). He is the most important
man in Indian cricket as captain of India.
I look it at that way. So we will have a
word with him and as I said we will sup-
port him in every possible way, he wants
to make this team the best in the world.
It has been a great team to be honest with

the way they have played in the last three
to four years,” said Ganguly.

Ganguly said he will also sit with the
team management which also includes
head coach Ravi Shastri.

“It will be a proper discussion and
everything will be mutually discussed but
be rest assured, we are here to make their
life easier, not make their life difficult.
Everything is on the basis of perfor-
mance,” the BCCI president was clear.

“Performance is the most important
thing and will decide the future of
Indian cricket. Virat is the most impor-
tant man in the entire context. We will
support him, we will listen to him. I have
been a captain myself so I understand.
Mutual respect will be there, opinions and
discussions will be there and we will do
what is best for the game.”
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Former India captain Sourav
Ganguly on Wednesday took

charge as the BCCI president, easily
the most high-profile name to head the
world’s richest cricket board that has
been mired in administrative turmoil
for the past three years. The 47-year-
old Ganguly was officially entrusted
with the task of heading Indian crick-
et for the next nine months at the
BCCI’s General Body meeting here,
ending a controversial 33-month reign
of the Supreme Court-appointed
Committee of Administrators (CoA).

His appointment as the BCCI’s
39th President was finalised last week.
He succeeds C K Khanna, who was the
interim head of the Board since 2017.

“It’s an honour that I have been
asked to take this role. It’s a new start
for the BCCI,” said Ganguly, clad in his
India blazer which was given to him
during the time he served as India cap-
tain.

“I find myself in a position where
I can make a change and it’s a chal-
lenge,” he added.

In the meeting that was also a
reunion of sorts for some of the
familiar faces associated with the
board before the CoA’s institution,
Union Home Minister Amit Shah’s son
Jay Shah was made the secretary.

During his tenure, Ganguly will
look to coordinate with old guard such
as former President N Srinivasan and
ex-Secretary Niranjan Shah, whose
children are now part of the BCCI.

Mahim Verma of Uttarakhand
became the new vice-president.

Former BCCI president and cur-
rent junior finance minster Anurag
Thakur’s younger brother Arun
Dhumal became the treasurer while
Kerala’s Jayesh George took the joint
secretary’s position.

“It’s a very young group. We will
have to do a lot of hard work to under-
stand what’s been going on. There
have been no AGMs, no working
committees in the last three years, so
we have no idea how it has been done.
We will take note of everything,”
Ganguly said.
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Rohit Sharma has become the
third India batsman to reach

the top 10 of ICC rankings in all
three formats after a memorable
series against South Africa in
which he donned the new role of
Test opener.

Rohit emulated captain Virat
Kohli and retired opener Gautam
Gambhir as his knock of 212 in
the third Test in Ranchi helped
him advance 12 places to 10th
position in the ICC Test Player
Rankings.

Ajinkya Rahane’s knock of
116 in Ranchi has helped him
equal his career-high rank of
fifth place, achieved earlier in
November 2016. He remains the
third-best Indian batsman in
terms of Test rankings after Kohli
and Cheteshwar Pujara.

With Mayanka Agarwal in
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India skipper Virat Kohli’s work-
load could be a topic of discussion

while Rishabh Pant could have pro-
lific Sanju Samson for cover during
three T20s when the selection com-
mittee picks the squad for the
upcoming series against Bangladesh
here today.

Kohli has featured in 48 out of
the 56 games India have played
across formats since October 2018.
However, the selection committee
will leave it on Kohli to decide
whether he needs a break or contin-
ue playing.

There is expected to be serious
discussions about rookie Mumbai
all-rounder Shivam Dube, who
might replace an injured Hardik
Pandya for the all-rounder’s slot, pri-
marily based on his big-hitting
prowess.

Apart from the three-match T20
series which starts in New Delhi on

November 3, followed by matches at
Rajkot and Nagpur, Bangladesh will
also play two Tests as a part of the
World Championship in Indore and
Kolkata.

Samson, who recently hit a dou-
ble hundred for Kerala in the Vijay
Hazare Trophy, is expected to come
in but only as second option to Pant
for the time being.

“There is no harm if both
Rishabh and Sanju are there in the
team. They have played together in
IPL also. Rishabh has had limited
success in shorter formats but he is
a long-term investment and we
need to persist with him,” a BCCI
official privy to developments in
selection committee said.

“At the same time, Sanju is a
player with game-changing abilities.
Keeping World T20 in mind, the
team management needs to check
other options also as everyone knows
that it’s time to look beyond
Mahendra Singh Dhoni,” the source
added.

With Kohli not there in the
squad, Samson is being seen as a
back-up batsman but it will be inter-
esting to see if Manish Pandey
retains his place in the squad that
played against South Africa.

Mumbai all-rounder Dube has
now pipped Vijay Shankar as the sec-
ond choice all-rounder in the short-
est format, based on big-hitting
prowess.

It is unlikely that the famed wrist
spin duo of Kuldeep Yadav and
Yuzvendra Chahal will get a look in
as Rahul Chahar and Washington
Sundar are set to get another oppor-
tunity.

K L Rahul, after his good show
in Hazare Trophy, is likely to retain
his place in the side.

Veteran opener Shikhar Dhawan
has been horribly out of form but the
selectors might continue with him
for one more series.

In case there is a question of
dropping Dhawan, Mayank Agarwal
could be a choice as reserve opener.

Deepak Chahar, Navdeep Saini
and Khaleel Ahmed are expected to
be the three frontline pacers.

����� �548��9:9�

KL Rahul hit 88 (111 balls, 6 fours, 1 six)
and shared a century partnership with

fellow opener Devdutt Padikkal (92) to
power Karnataka to a nine wicket over
Chhattisgarh and into the final of the
Vijay Hazare Trophy here on Wednesday,
where it will face Tamil Nadu, which beat
Gujarat by five wickets in the other semi-
final.

Chasing 224 for victory, the host
romped home in 40 overs as Rahul and
Padikkal and then Mayank Agarwal (47, 33
balls, 3 fours, 4 sixes) toyed with the
Chhattisgarh attack.

For Chhattisgarh, Amandeep Khare
(78, 102 balls,4 fours) held fort and Sumit
Sureshrao Raikar (40, 37 balls, 1 four, 2
sixes) helped cause with some late hitting
before the innings ended in the final over
at 223.

While Kaushik finished with 4 wickets,
Mithun (2/44), offie K Gowtham (2/30) and
leggie Pravin Dubey (2/43) were among the
wickets.

In the Tamil Nadu-Gujarat encounter,
the Dinesh Karthik led side chased down the

rival’s 177 for 9 in a game reduced to 40
overs due to a late start owing to overnight
rain and a wet outfield, with an over to
spare, thanks to an enterprising half-cen-
tury by the talented M Shahrukh Khan.

Gujarat couldn’t recover from the early
loss of their batting mainstays-Parthiv Patel
and Priyank Panchal and could only make 177
for 9 in 40 overs.

Dhruv Raval was the top-scorer with 40
while Axar Patel (37) and tail-ender C T Gaja
(24) were the other important contributors.

For Tamil Nadu, medium-pacer M
Mohammed with 3 for 33 was the best bowler,
while Washington Sundar, R Ashwin and leg-
gie Murugan Ashwin (1/33) and T Natarajan
scalped a wicket each.

In reply, Abhinav Mukund (32, 65 balls,
3 fours), who has been in good form in the
league phase and Dinesh Karthik (47, 47 balls,
5 fours) steadied the ship.

However, the loss of three quick wickets
put Tamil Nadu under pressure before
Washington Sundar (27 not out, 43 balls, 2
fours) and the young M Shahrukh Khan (50
not out, 46 balls, 3 fours, 3 sixes) took the team
home in style, winning with an over to spare.

The final will be played tomorrow.

�����9��+

BCCI president Sourav
Ganguly needs no intro-

duction but the four other
office-bearers who were elect-
ed unopposed here on
Wednesday do. Following is
the synopsis of their journey
in cricket administration.

Jay Shah, (secretary): The
31-year-old is the youngest
office-bearer in the BCCI.
Jay, who is Home Minister
Amit Shah’s son, has been with

the Gujarat Cricket
Association (GCA) since
2009. He was elected GCA
joint-secretary in September
2013.

Arun Singh Dhumal,
(treasurer): He too hails from
a political family with his
elder brother Anurag Thakur
currently being a Minister of
State (Finance and Corporate
affairs). Thakur was removed
as BCCI president in January
2017. Dhumal, 44, served as
vice-president of Himachal

cricket body, HPCA between
2012 and 2015 when Thakur
was its president.

Dhumal also led a three-
member ad-hoc committee
which was formed to run
HPCA in the wake of Lodha
panel recommendations to
reform Indian cricket. He also
has the experience of repre-
senting HPCA in the BCCI.

Jayesh George, (joint sec-
retary): The 50-year-old has
years of experience in cricket
administration, having been
part of Kerala Cricket
Association (KCA) as its sec-
retary, joint secretary, treasur-
er and most recently the pres-
ident. He has been part of the
KCA since 2005.

Mahim Verma, (vice-
president): His father P C
Verma has served as secretary
of the Cricket Association of
Uttarakhand (CAU). Mahim,
45, himself was CAU’s joint-
secretary for 10 years until
September when he was elect-
ed the association’s secretary,
soon after the body got BCCI’s
recognition. 
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���BCCI president Sourav Ganguly said the
matter of Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s future in inter-
national cricket will be addressed but vowed to
accord the two-time World Cup winning captain
respect during his tenure.

Ganguly said he doesn’t now what is in
Dhoni’s mind but promised that a player of his
stature will be given respect.

“It depends on him. You know champions don’t
finish quickly. I don’t know what’s in his mind and
what he thinks about his career. So we will deal with
that you know,” he said.

“He is one of the greats of the game and India
is proud to have MS Dhoni over a period of time.
If you even sit down and take a note of what he
has done, you say, ‘Wow, MS Dhoni’,” Ganguly said.

Legends of the game have often had uncere-
monious exits and Ganguly knows it more than
anyone else how it feels to fight speculations and
criticism.

“Till I am around, everybody will be respect-
ed and that doesn’t change,” he added. PTI
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18th position, India have finished
the series with five batsmen in the
top 20.

Rohit’s player of the series
effort of 529 runs helped him
make huge strides from 44th place
before the series. The ‘Hitman’ has
held a career-high ranking of sec-
ond in ODIs (in February 2018)
and seventh in T20Is (November
2018).

Kohli has been number one in
all three formats while Gambhir
has been at the top in Tests and
T20Is and eighth in ODIs.

Fast bowlers Mohammad
Shami and Umesh Yadav have
ended the series with their high-
est-ever rating points tally. Shami
is on 751 points and only one place
below his career-best ranking of
14th achieved in March 2018,
while Yadav is on 624 points,
three below his best of 21st in July
2016.3����	 ���
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Raheem Sterling and Kylian
Mbappe both scored sec-
ond-half hat-tricks in

UEFA Champions League
action on Tuesday as
Manchester City, Paris Saint-
Germain and Tottenham
Hotspur all recorded big victo-
ries.

Bayern Munich also
laboured to win in five-goal
thriller on a night which brought
30 goals in eight games, a third
of which were scored by Premier
League clubs.

Sterling’s three goals came
11 minutes apart in the second
half as Pep Guardiola’s City
thumped Atalanta 5-1 at the
Etihad Stadium to maintain
their perfect record in Group C.

The Italians had earlier
taken the lead from Ruslan
Malinovskyi’s 28th-minute
penalty, but they were soon
overrun and remain without a
point in their debut campaign.

Sergio Aguero equalised
from a Sterling assist and the
Argentine scored a penalty to
put City ahead before the break.
Sterling then took over, although
City finished with 10 men as
Phil Foden was sent off late on.

“I should have had four.
Riyad Mahrez put me through
and I was looking to put one on
a plate for him. But I went
through and should have fin-
ished it,” Sterling admitted to BT
Sport.

City’s will seal a place in the
last 16 if they win away to
Atalanta next, as nearest rivals
Shakhtar Donetsk and Dinamo
Zagreb played out a 2-2 draw in
Ukraine earlier.

Yevhen Konoplyanka and
Brazilian substitute Dodo netted
for Shakhtar, with Dinamo’s
goals coming in between from
Dani Olmo and a Mislav Orsic
penalty.

Compared to Sterling,
Mbappe took a sluggish 22
minutes to score his three goals
in PSG’s 5-0 romp away to for-
mer European Cup runners-up
Club Brugge in Belgium in
Group A.

Mauro Icardi scored twice
for the French champions, who
were without the injured
Neymar but had Angel Di Maria
in exceptional form — the
Argentine set up four goals.

According to sports statisti-
cians Opta, the last player to
come off the bench and score a
hat-trick in the Champions
League was Spaniard Joseba
Llorente for Villarreal in
2008.

“I wanted to start and
I thought I was going to
start, but the coach made
his choice and I had
to accept it. I also
wanted to show that
it’s difficult to get by
without me,” Mbappe told
French broadcaster RMC Sport.

PSG have a maximum nine
points, are yet to concede a goal
in Europe this season and will be
through to the last 16 with a win
at home to Club next month.
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Meanwhile, there was a

welcome win for Mauricio
Pochettino’s Tottenham, who

crushed Red Star
Belgrade 5-0 in
north London, three
weeks on from their 7-
2 humiliation at the
hands of Bayern

Munich at the same
venue.

Captain Harry
Kane scored twice for

Spurs either
side of a Son
H e u n g - m i n

brace and an Erik
Lamela goal as they moved
up to second place in Group B
on four points.

“We know we have had a
tough run of results and that
was the perfect way to
respond,” said Kane.
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They remain five points

behind group leaders Bayern
Munich, for whom Robert

Lewandowski bagged two in
a 3-2 win at Olympiakos
that maintained their per-
fect record.

The Pole has 18
goals this season and 58
career Champions
League goals — only
Cristiano Ronaldo,
Lionel Messi, Raul
and Karim Benzema
have more.

Youssef El
Arabi gave
Olympiakos the
lead, but
Lewandowski’s
brace either side
of half-time
changed the
game and
C o r e n t i n
Tolisso fired in
a magnificent

third before
Guilherme pulled

one back.
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Real Madrid came away from
Istanbul with three crucial

Champions League points on
Tuesday with a 1-0 away win at
Galatasaray thanks to a first-half
Toni Kroos goal and Eden
Hazard’s threatening creativity.

Pressure on coach Zinedine
Zidane will be alleviated after
Madrid had been beaten in
their first European game by
PSG, before they had to fight
back from 2-0 down at home to
Club Brugge to snatch a point
in their second match of the
campaign.

The thirteen-times
European champions arrived in
Istanbul needing a win against
motivated opponents backed by
passionate and noisy support-
ers.

Zidane said on Monday he
was ‘bothered’ by rumours of
his imminent replacement in
the Madrid hot-seat, and he
paced the touchline with a
haunted look at times in the
Turkish capital.

Belgian star Hazard shone
and it was a clever cut-back
from him that provided Kroos

with a shot on goal, and his
snap-shot was deflected past
goalkeeper Fernando Muslera,
who kept the visitors at bay for
the rest of the proceedings.

Karim Benzema was also
busy but curled two shots wide
when he might have done bet-
ter.

Captain Sergio Ramos was
colossal at the heart of the Real

defence with an ever present
contribution despite his every
touch being roundly booed.

Behind him Belgium ‘keep-
er Thibaut Courtois kept a
cool head when stopping sev-
eral Turkish attempts on his
goal notably with efforts from
Florin Andone and Younes
Belhanda.

Hazard hit the crossbar
after cutting round Muslera
late on and was swiftly subbed
by Zidane.

Madrid now has four points
in three games while Brugge
have two and Galatasaray one
after three games.
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Maurizio Sarri praised
Juventus for not losing

their heads as Paulo Dybala’s
quick-fire second-half double
rescued a come-from-behind 2-
1 win over Lokomotiv Moscow
in their Group D clash in Turin
on Tuesday.

The Italian champions had
trailed the Russians with 13 min-
utes to go in the Allianz Stadium
after Aleksei Miranchuk had put
the visitors ahead after half an
hour.

But Dybala pulled the hosts
level on 77 minutes and added
a second two minutes later to
keep Juventus on course in
Group D with seven points
after three games.

Sarri’s side had drawn with
Atletico Madrid and beaten
Bayer Leverkusen 3-0 in the last
two games.

Atletico also have seven
points, after beating Leverkusen
1-0 in Spain on Tuesday, with
Lokomotiv third with three
points.

“It wasn’t an exceptional
day, we play every three days, so
a less brilliant day,”said former
Chelsea boss Sarri.

Cristiano Ronaldo missed
the chance for another record of
scoring against a 34th different
Champions League club.

“I’m very happy, I
really needed two goals
like this,” said Dybala.

“It was a difficult
game but tonight you
could really see the level
of experience of our

team. We always
remained calm until
we finally scored.”

The Argentine was
substituted after his dou-
ble to an ovation from
the home crowd.
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Defending champions River
Plate booked a place in the

final of the Copa Libertadores
on Tuesday despite losing a
tense semi-final to rivals Boca
Juniors at a packed Bombonera
in Buenos Aires.

A goal from 19-year-old
Venezuelan forward Jan
Hurtado 10 minutes from full-
time set up a frantic finale but
River held on to go through 2-
1 on aggregate.

The “Millionaires” will play
the winners of all-Brazilian
clash between Flamengo and
Gremio in the final in Santiago
next month.

Urged on by 50,000 fans,
Boca failed to get revenge in a
repeat of last year’s final, the
second leg of which was played
10,000 kilometers away in
Madrid — and two weeks
behind schedule — after the
original match was twice post-
poned. The tone was set for a
scrappy encounter when the
kick-off was held up by 15 min-
utes to allow groundsmen
using leaf-blowers to clear the
pitch of thousands of paper
sheets released like ticker tape

by the fans.
When the match did even-

tually get underway, it was
predictably breathless as Boca
— two goals down from the
first leg — desperately sought
an early breakthrough.

But with Ramon Abila too
often an isolated figure up
front, Boca struggled for any
fluidity, and River’s center-
halves Lucas Quarta and Javier
Pinola cleared everything that
came their way.

Boca’s Toto Salvio swept
the ball into the net after 20
minutes but celebrations were
cut short when it was rightly
disallowed for a clear handball
without the ref needing a VAR
check. The ball struck defend-
er Emmanuel Mas on the arm
as he collided with teammate
Augustin Almendra when
flicking on Alexis Mac Allister's
deep free kick.

River played the more
composed football as the half
wore on and the nearest Boca
came to threatening Franco
Armani’s goal was a sliced
clearance by Enzo Perez that
drew a point-blank reflex save
from the Argentina goalkeep-
er just before half-time.
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The rearranged Clasico
between Barcelona and Real

Madrid will be played on
December 18 despite opposition
from La Liga, the Spanish
Football Federation (RFEF)
confirmed on Wednesday.

Spain's most prestigious
fixture, which was due to take
place at Camp Nou on Saturday,
was postponed last week
because of violent pro-indepen-
dence protests in Catalonia.

La Liga had proposed
December 4 or 7 and have said
they are considering an appeal.
“The league does not agree
with the decision,” La Liga said
in a statement. “It is studying the
documentation to decide
whether to appeal, against
whom and before what bodies.”

An earlier statement from
the RFEF read: “The decision of
the Competition Committee
has taken place after analysing
in recent days the proposals of
both clubs, who were invited to
agree a date and decided on
December 18.
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India’s Kidambi Srikanth and
Parupalli Kashyap were both

ousted in the opening round of
the men’s singles event at the
French Open here on
Wednesday.

While Srikanth fought hard
for 55 minutes against second
seed Chou Tien Chen of
Chinese Taipei before losing
15-21, 21-7, 21-14, Kashyap
was no match for Hong Kong’s
Ng Ka Long Angus, losing 11-
21, 9-21. Another Indian male
shuttler Sameer Verma to suf-
fered the same fate as he lost 22-

20, 18-21, 18-21 to Japan’s Kenta
Nishimoto in the first round.

Shubhanker Dey now

remains the lone Indian in the
men's singles contest, having
progressed to the second round

where he will be up against
Shesar Hiren Rhustavito of
Indonesia.

India’s challenge, however,
came to an end in the opening
round of the mixed doubles
event with the ouster of the pairs
of Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and
Ashwini Ponnappa and Pranaav
Jerry Chopra and N Sikki Reddy.

While Rankireddy and
Ponappa lost 17-21, 18-21
against fourth seed Seo Seung
Jae and Chae Yujung of Korea,
Chopra and Reddy combination
was shown the door by
England's Chris Adcock and
Gabriellle Adcock 13-21, 18-21. 
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State-level Special Games

‘Hausla’ concluded here at KD
Singh ‘Babu’ Stadium on
Wednesday, with Ichcha Patel
bagging the powerlifting gold.
She lifted over 90kg of weight
to clinch the yellow metal.
Priya Kushwaha won the
rolarskating gold.
Commissioner Mukesh
Meshram gave away the prizes
to the winners.
RESULTS: POWERLIFTING:
BOY’S (40-45) 1-Somu, 2-
Sandeep, 3-Aditya; (45-50) 1-
Madan, 2-Iqbal, 3-Mayank;
(70-80) 1-Nishank , 2-Shyam,
3-Alinkrat; (80+) 1-Dev, 2-
Amit; (60-65) 1-Akhil, 2-
Hritik, 3-Madhvendra; (55-
60) 1-Sanjeev, 2-Rajat, 3-

Sambhav; (65-70) 1-Ajay,
Abhishek; GIRL’S (45-50) 1-
Mamta, 2-Astha, 3-Tanu; (80+)
1-Ichcha Patel

ROLAR SKATING: Girl’s
100m (16-21 yrs) 1-Priya,
Divya, Nishitha; Boy’s: 1-
Ashish, 2-Anurag, 3-Dhami.
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