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On the 150th birth anniver-
sary of Mahatma Gandhi

on Wednesday, the BJP and
Congress-led Opposition par-
ties jostled to stake claim to his
legacy as ruling party chief
Amit Shah launched a nation-
wide exercise to propagate his
ideals while Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi had a dig at it,
saying the Mahatma’s soul
would have been pained by
what has been happening in
India under the present dis-
pensation.

The Modi Government
Government and the BJP went
all out to lay claim to his lega-
cy with Modi declaring the
country open defecation-free
and Shah leading a ‘Padyatra’  as
part of the party’s four-month-
long exercise to reach out to the
masses and inspire them to  fol-
low ideas and ideals of the
Father of the Nation. 

The entire top leadership of
the BJP took part in a a range
of programmes, events and
‘Padyatras’ highlighting Bapu’s
life and times. Modi said the
nation expresses its gratitude to
Gandhi for his everlasting con-

tribution to humanity.
“We pledge to continue

working hard to realise his
dreams and create a better
planet,” Modi wrote on Twitter.

Speaking at a “Swachchh
Bharat Diwas” programme at
Sabrmati Ashram in Gujarat
Modi said the world appreci-
ated India for providing toilets
to over 60 crore people.

When Modi launched the
ambitious Swachh Bharat
(Clean India) campaign after
becoming the Prime Minister
in 2014, he had announced
October 2, 2019 as the day
India will be open defecation
free (ODF), citing how Gandhi
had laid immense stress on
cleanliness and wanted the
countrymen to pursue it.

“Today rural India and its
villages have declared them-
selves ‘open defecation-free’,” he
said. In a short video on
Gandhi, Modi said his message
of peace is still relevant to the
world community.

The PM also referred to the
seven perversions Gandhi had
cautioned people about. These
are: Wealth without work, plea-
sure without conscience,
knowledge without character,

visit without ethics, science
without humanity, religion
without sacrifice and politics
without principles.

Modi also wrote 931-word
Op-Ed in New York Times
titled “Why India and the
World Need Gandhi” wherein
he wrote, “As a tribute to
Gandhi, I propose what I call
the Einstein Challenge... How
do we ensure the ideals of
Gandhi are remembered by
future generations? I invite
thinkers, entrepreneurs and

tech leaders to be at the fore-
front of spreading Gandhi’s
ideas through innovation.”

Earlier in the day , Modi
paid homage to Gandhi at
Rajghat and later, he visited the
Sabarmati Ashram and
addressed a gathering in
Ahmedabad.

Top BJP leaders — such as
Shah, party working president
JP Nadda and Union Minister
Prakash Javadekar — under-
took ‘padyatra’, Gandhi’s
favoured way to reach out to

the masses, as part of “Gandhi
Sankalp Yatra” as they gave a
call to people to follow the
ideals of the Father of the
Nation.

Shah asked people to fol-
low the PM’s call to shun sin-
gle-use plastic and said he is the
only PM who has made clean-
liness a mass movement, after
Gandhi. Pointing to the  perils
of single-use plastic, the BJP
president said it takes nearly
400 years for it to degrade.

Continued on Page 4
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Top brass of the two main-
stream regional parties,

National Conference and PDP
continue to remain under
detention in Kashmir Valley
even as the Jammu & Kashmir
Government late on Tuesday
night ended political detentions
of handful of Jammu-based
leaders after 58 days with an
aim to kick-start political activ-
ities ahead of Block
Development Council polls
beginning October 24.

The timing of the release of
these leaders, representing dif-
ferent political parties, clearly
indicated that the Government
was keen on shoring up its own
image by sending a clear mes-
sage to the outside world that
the democracy was 
flourishing at the grass roots
level and “all is well” in the
State.

However, several released
leaders have accused the
Government of making the
mockery of democracy by
scheduling BDC polls at a time
when every single top leader of
mainstream political parties
and their workers were in

detention for nearly two
months.

Ironically, these leaders
were let off with a clear cut
warning not to trigger any
political storm by making irre-
sponsible statements aimed at

provoking public mood in the
region.

Official sources said,
“Leaders from the National
Conference (NC), Congress
and Jammu & Kashmir
National Panthers Party

(JKNPP) in Jammu have been
freed from their house deten-
tion.” They were placed under
preventive detention since
August 5 after the abrogation of
Article 370.

Continued on Page 4
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As India steps up its crack-
down on suspected black

money stashed abroad,
Switzerland has issued public
notices to former IPL commis-
sioner Lalit Modi and his wife
Minal following requests made
by Indian authorities about
Swiss bank details of the couple.

In its latest federal gazette
notification on assistance
sought by foreign jurisdictions
under bilateral treaties for
exchange of information on
matters concerning suspected
financial irregularities,
Switzerland’s Federal Tax
Administration (FTA) has
named Lalit and Minal Modi
(alias Minalini Modi) among
such individuals.

Detailed report on P10
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In a major setback for
Pakistan, the UK High Court

on Wednesday ruled in favour
of India in a decades-old legal
dispute with Islamabad over
funds belonging to the Nizam
of Hyderabad at the time of
Partition in 1947 and deposit-
ed in a London bank account.

The Nizam’s descendants,
Prince Mukarram Jah — the
titular eighth Nizam of
Hyderabad — and his younger
brother Muffakham Jah, had
joined hands with the Indian
Government in the legal battle
against the Pakistan
Government over around 35
million pounds lying with
NatWest Bank plc here.

In his judgment handed
down at the Royal Courts of
Justice in London, Justice
Marcus Smith ruled that the
“Nizam VII was beneficially
entitled to the Fund and those

claiming in right of Nizam
VII – the Princes and India –
are entitled to have the sum
paid out to their order.”

“Pakistan’s contentions of
non-justiciability by reason of
the foreign act of state doctrine
and non-enforceability on
grounds of illegality both fail,”
the verdict notes.

The dispute revolves
around 1,007,940 pounds and
nine shillings transferred in
1948 from the then Nizam of
Hyderabad to the high com-
missioner in Britain of the
newly-formed state of Pakistan.
That amount has since grown
into 35 million pounds as the
Nizam’s descendants, support-
ed by India, claimed it belongs
to them and Pakistan counter-
claimed that it is rightfully
theirs.

“We are delighted that
today’s judgment recognises
His Exalted Highness the VIII
Nizam’s rights to funds which

have been in dispute since
1948. Our client was still a child
when the dispute first arose and
is now in his 80s. It is a great
relief to see this dispute final-
ly resolved in his lifetime,” said
Paul Hewitt, partner in Withers
LLP, who have acted for the
VIII Nizam since Pakistan
issued proceedings in 2013.

“Justice Smith’s judgment
covers a complex historical and
legal set of issues, interpreting
facts and events that occurred
70 years ago to establish that the
funds, which now amount to 35
million, were always held in
trust for our client’s grandfather,
the VII Nizam. The judgment
also makes important findings
on justiciability… and whether
a nation state can be a trustee,”
he notes.

In 2013, Pakistan had
waived sovereign immunity by
issuing a claim for the fund that
opened the way for the current
case to proceed. The Pakistan

Government’s legal team had
claimed the fund on two alter-
native bases.

One, referred to as the
“Arms for Money Argument”,
claimed that funds were trans-
ferred to compensate/reim-
burse/indemnify Pakistan for
assistance provided in procur-
ing/facilitating the supply
and/or transportation of
weapons. The second ground
was that the funds were trans-
ferred in order to keep them
out of the hands of India,
referred to by the judge as the
“Safeguarding Argument”.

Pakistan had made two
further arguments – that the
facts of this case were such as
to render it non-justiciable
because the original transfer
was governmental in nature
and that India’s annexation of
Hyderabad in 1948 was an
unlawful act, which tainted
India and Nizam VIII’s claim.

The UK High Court, dur-

ing a trial earlier this year, had
been asked to determine the
“central question” of who exact-
ly is the “beneficial” owner of
the funds belonging to the late
Nizam, Osman Ali Khan. While
the Nizam, who faced the
quandary of joining Pakistan or
staying with India at the time of
the funds transfer back in 1948,
had later reportedly sought the
return of the funds.

NatWest Bank has since
held on to the funds deposited
into the London bank account
of then Pakistan High
Commissioner Habib Ibrahim
Rahimtoola in safekeeping
until its rightful legal owner is
established.

While acknowledging that
there was evidence of the sup-
ply of arms by Pakistan to
Hyderabad around this period,
the judge said he had not been
persuaded by Pakistan’s Arms
for Money argument.

Continued on Page 4
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The Congress top leadership
on Wednesday unleashed a

sharp attack on the BJP claim-
ing that the ruling party at the
Centre is trying to appropriate
the legacy of  Mahatma
Gandhi while killing Bapu’s
very ideals and principles  on
which the foundation of India
as a nation was built. 

Leading a padyatra on the
occasion of 150 years celebra-
tion of Mahatma Gandhi,
Congress chief Sonia Gandhi
said only the Congress has fol-
lowed the path of Gandhi and
has provided jobs, education
and facilities to farmers, accom-
plishments which are unparal-
leled, no matter what others
might claim.

She questioned “those”
who consider themselves
supreme and indulge in the
politics of falsehood cannot
understand Mahatma Gandhi’s
ideals of truth, self rule and
selfless service. 

“How can those who can
do anything for power under-
stand that Gandhiji was a wor-
shipper of non-violence? How
can those thirsty for power
understand the meaning of
Gandhiji’s Swaraj? Those who

claim to be supreme at the first
opportunity, how can they
understand the value of selfless
service of Gandhiji?” Sonia
asked while attacking BJP, RSS
and the NDA Government. 

Sonia also participated in
the oath that Congress work-
ers took to achieve the India of
‘Bapu’s’ dreams by keeping
faith in constitutional values.
“Gandhiji’s soul would be sad-

dened by seeing the condition
of India in the last four-five
years,” the Congress president
said while attacking the current
BJP dispensation.

Several top Congress lead-
ers, including former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh,
were among those who paid
floral tributes to the Father of
the Nation.

Continued on Page 4
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Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel in his address to the

special session held at
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly, paid courteous trib-
ute to Father of the Nation
Mahatma Gandhi on his 150th
birth anniversary on
Wednesday.  

He also paid tribute to for-
mer prime minister Lal
Bahadur Shastri, whose birth
anniversary also falls on this
day. Baghel said Gandhi’s
teachings and ideals are rele-
vant even today and will be rel-
evant in future as well.
Chhattisgarh government’s
efforts for public welfare are
inspired by Mahatma Gandhi’s
ideals, he said.

Baghel said that
Chhattisgarh government is
following the path of Gram
Swaraj, as visualised by
Mahatma Gandhi. “Our farm-
ers were turning into labourers,
we have provided them support
price of Rs 2500 per quintal for
paddy.” He particularly men-
tioned Suraji Gram Yojana
‘Narva, Garua, Ghurva, Bari
Vikas Yojana’. He said,

Chhattisgarh government has
launched five major schemes
namely Mukhyamantri
Suposhan Abhiyan, Chief
Minister Haat Bazaar Clinic
Scheme, Chief Minister Urban
Slum Clinic Scheme, Universal
PDS Scheme, and Chief
Minister Ward Office Scheme
on Wednesday to mark the
150th birth anniversary of
Gandhi.

Chief Minister said that
Mahatma Gandhi was against
violence. In Chhattisgarh a lot
of people were affected by
Naxal-violence, many died and
many became homeless. He
said that state government
would provide housing to peo-
ple, who have become home-
less due to Naxal-violence.

Baghel announced in the
assembly that a special award

would be launched in the
memory of Dr. Prabhu  Dutt
Kheda, who dedicated his life
to serve tribal people. This
award will be provided to those
officials, public representatives,
organisations and representa-
tives who have made excellent
contribution in tribal welfare.

Chief Minister said that
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly is one among the first
legislative assembly in the
country to organise special
session on the occasion of
Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th birth-
day.

He said that “our Vedas
and Upanishads have been
preaching non-violence since
ancient times. Gautam Buddha
and Mahavir had also advo-
cated non-violence. Mahatma
Gandhi embodied these saint-
ly teachings and followed the
path of truth and non-violence
to free India without any
bloodshed.” Chief Minister said
that Mahatma Gandhi’s idea of
nationalism was based on all-
inclusive development. He ded-
icated his life to women
empowerment, women educa-
tion, uplift of the poor, service
of destitute.
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President Ram Nath Kovind,
Vice-President Venkaiah

Naidu and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi led the nation in
paying rich tributes to the father
of the nation Mahatma Gandhi
on his 150th birth anniversary
that also saw padyatras and
commemorative events. 

“Homage to Bapu on
#GandhiJayanti. The 150th birth
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi
is an occasion for all of us to
rededicate ourselves to the val-
ues of truth, non-violence, har-
mony, morality and simplicity.
His message remains relevant for
all & he continues to be our
guiding light,” Kovind said.

For his part, Vice-President
Venkaiah Naidu tweeted, “As
we pay reverential homage to
the Mahatma on his 150th
Birth Anniversary, let us strive
to transform our lives by inter-
nalising and implementing the
Gandhian principles in our
daily life.” 

Modi described the
Mahatma as the “best teacher”
and “the guiding light” who

continues to give courage to
millions globally. In an op-ed in
The New York Times to mark
the birth anniversary of
Gandhi, Modi talked about the
ideals epitomised by the apos-
tle of peace who inspired such
iconic leaders as Martin Luther
King Jr and Nelson Mandela.

Modi stated that Gandhi
possessed a “unique ability” to
become a bridge between some
of the greatest contradictions in
human society and 
epitomised trust among all
sections of society.

The Prime Minister also
tweeted saying the nation
expresses its gratitude to
Gandhi for his everlasting con-
tribution to humanity. “We
pledge to continue working
hard to realise his dreams and
create a better planet,” Modi
wrote on Twitter.

In a short video on Gandhi,
Modi said his message of peace
is still relevant to the world
community. The Prime
Minister also referred to the
seven perversions Gandhi had
cautioned people about. These

are: wealth without work, plea-
sure without conscience,
knowledge without character,
visit without ethics, science
without humanity, religion
without sacrifice and politics
without principles.

Numerous events were
organised by various govern-
ment departments, ministries
and voluntary organisations
to celebrate life and legacy of
Gandhi.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday declared that rural India is

now open defecation-free (ODF).
Speaking at the ‘Swachchh Bharat

Diwas’ event in Ahmedabad, Modi said,
“Today rural India and its villages have
declared themselves ‘open defecation free’.”

“In 60 months, we have provided toi-
lets to over 60 crore people by construct-
ing over 11 crore toilets. The world is
amazed at our success,” Modi said. 

“However, this achievement is just a
milestone and we should not stop here.
The movement has to continue,” 
the PM added.

“Today, rural India has declared itself
open defection-free. This is a great achieve-
ment of the Swachchh Bharat movement
which has people’s participation,” 
Modi said addressing village heads of
20,000 villages.

“On the call of Mahatma Gandhi dur-
ing the freedom movement, people of the
country mobilised for ‘satyagarah’ and they
did the same now for swachhagrah,”
Modi said.

It was on October 2, 2014, that the
Prime Minister had launched the ambi-
tious Swachchh Bharat (Clean India)
campaign, setting the target of 
making India open defecation free by
October 2, 2019.

“A clean India would be the best trib-
ute India could pay to Mahatma 
Gandhi on his 150 birth anniversary in
2019,” Modi had said, while launching the
campaign.

The campaign aimed to build 120 mil-
lion toilets across the country by October
2, 2019. Its other goals included cleaning
up streets and other public infrastructure,
achieving 100 per cent door-to-door waste
collection, building solid-waste manage-
ment plants in each town, and persuading
Indians to adopt better sanitation practices.

The Government claims that it has
already constructed over 100 million 
of the 120 million toilets planned across
the country.

However, experts say while the con-
struction of toilets has increased, lack of
water, poor maintenance and slow changes
in behaviour have stood in the way of end-
ing the practice.
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Emphasizing on promoting
cleanliness and fitness

together, Union Housing and
Urban Affairs Minister

Hardeep Singh Puri on
Wednesday f lagged off
‘Swachchhata Hi Seva’ India
plog run at Rajpath to com-
memorate the 150th birth
anniversary of Mahamta
Gandhi. Plog run involves pick-
ing up litter while running. The
objective was to spread aware-
ness on the harmful effects of
plastic waste and enlist citizens
support to eliminate.

Addressing a gathering on
the occasion, Puri said reiter-
ated the committed to the
Prime Minister’s vision of sin-
gle-use plastic-free India.
Administering pledge on
‘Swachchhata Hi Seva’ and
against using single-use plastic,
Puri said the country has
achieved the dream of an open

defection-free India, except 52
local bodies in West Bengal.

“This has been made pos-

sible with the participation of
the biggest stakeholders of the
movement — the citizens of

this country.
“We are committed to

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of making India
free of single-use plastic. With
the launch of the India Plog
Run, I am confident that the day
is not far when India will be free
of single-use plastic,” Puri said.

On his part, Housing and
Urban Affairs Secretary Durga
Shanker Mishra said the min-
istry has already had over
55,000 events conducted by cit-
izens across urban area with
participation of around two
crore people.

The Ministry has been tak-
ing several initiatives on plas-
tic waste management and
promoting its reuse and recy-
cle, Mishra said.
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The nation also observed
the 115th birth anniversary

of former Prime Minister Lal
Bahadur Shastri. President
Ram Nath Kovind paid tributes
saying, “A great son of India, he
served our nation with utmost
diligence and dedication. His
courage, simplicity and integri-
ty remain an inspiration for the

entire country.” 
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi recalled the grit and
determination of Shastri.
“Tributes to Former Prime
Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri
who gave the call of ‘Jai Jawan,
Jai Kisan’,” Modi tweeted. He
also posted a short video on the
leader in which he referred to
Shastri’s grit and determination
and his love for khadi.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Congress president Sonia Gandhi

were among political leaders who paid
tributes to Mahatma Gandhi in the
Central Hall of Parliament on Wednesday
on his 150th birth anniversary. 

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla,
Union Ministers Rajnath Singh, Piyush
Goyal, Prakash Javadekar, BJP veteran
LK Advani, Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, Leader of the Opposition in
Rajya Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad were
among others who offered rose petals
at the portrait of Gandhi in the historic
Central Hall.

Sonia was greeted by Modi and Birla.
However, there was no exchange of
greetings between Modi and Rahul. The
leaders later paid tributes to former Prime
Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri on his 115th
birth anniversary by offering rose petals
at his portrait in the Central Hall.

Earlier, a function to celebrate
Gandhi’s anniversary was also held in the

Parliament House Complex, near the
statue of the Mahatma. Speaking on the
occasion, Speaker Om Birla said that
Mahatma Gandhi had led the freedom
struggle of the country based on the eter-
nal principles of truth and non-violence,
thereby making it a peoples’ movement

with non-violence as its core.  
Birla also remembered former

Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri on
his birth anniversary and said 
Shastri had worked untiringly towards

making the farmers of the country self-
sufficient. Consequently, India 
attained self-sufficiency in food and
agriculture. 

Earlier, speaking on the occasion,
Culture & Tourism MInister Prahalad
Singh Patel said the Ministry of Culture
would ensure that the ban on single use
plastic is implemented at all important
cultural sites across the country, before
the birth anniversary of Sardar Patel on
October 31 this year.

A demonstration of Charkha spin-
ning was organised by the Khadi and
Village Industry Commission (KVIC).
Birla and other dignitaries also partic-
ipated in the spinning of Charkha and
paid rich tributes to Gandhiji. 

As part of the celebrations, KVIC
is organising a three-day exhibition-
cum-sales counter from October 2 to
October 4, 2019, in the foyer near the
SBI Bank, Parliament House Annexe,
where Khadi dress, fabric and village
industry products will be sold at dis-
counted rates.  
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Monsoon forecasts by the India
Meteorological Department (IMD)

and the private forecaster Skymet Weather
were found to be contrary to the outcome
this year as the four-month rainfall season
ended with above normal monsoon. 

IMD in April had said the country
would receive 96 per cent of the Long
Period Average while Skymet had pre-
dicted 93 per cent of the LPA. 
Both had given an error margin of plus or
minus five per cent. 

According to the Skymet, 96 per cent
of Long Period Average (LPA) falls on the
border line of “below normal” and “nor-
mal” rainfall. Skymet had cited El Nino as
the reason behind a possible below nor-
mal rainfall. However, as the rainfall sea-
son ended, IMD recorded a whopping 10
per cent more rainfall.

Mrutunjaya Mohapatra, director-gen-
eral of IMD, said the department would
do a detailed analysis. He, however, added
that IMD was able to gauge the trends like
El Nino turning neutral and the Indian
Ocean Dipole turning positive. 

Mohapatra said the IMD also did not
change the forecast even when June ended
with 33 per cent deficiency. “We will carry
out an analysis on this,” he said, adding that
there has been a significant improvement
in seasonal forecast.

Mohapatra said several global models
had predicted below normal monsoon
because of the El Nino but IMD stuck to
its prediction and did not revise it.

The El Nino is associated with the
heating of Pacific waters, while a Positive

Indian Ocean Dipole is linked to cooling
of the Indian Ocean waters. El Nino is a
global phenomenonm while the IOD is
regional and has an impact mostly on the
Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea.

“In spite of several global models indi-
cating a strong possibility of continuation
of a El Nino episode during the monsoon
season and possibly a below normal mon-
soon, IMD had predicted a normal rain-
fall (96-104 per cent of LPA) 

“While issuing the forecasts, based on
IMD’s models, it was suggested that the El
Nino episode will weaken further and a
positive Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) event
will emerge in the Indian Ocean. Moreover,
IMD also predicted that the monsoon per-
formance would be better in the second
half compared to the first half,” a statement
by the IMD said.

IMD’s analysis on weakening of El
Nino and development of a positive IOD

and the second half monsoon rainfall being
above normal were thus proved correct, it
said. “However, quantitatively, realised
rainfall during the second half was more
than what IMD predicted,” it added.

Citing reasons behind the above nor-
mal rainfall, Mahesh Palawat Vice-
President (Climate Change and
Meteorology), Skymet Weather, he said El
Nino, most of the time, overwhelms IOD.
But this time it was the other way around.
Most global models indicated below nor-
mal rainfall, Palawat said.

The Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO)
is the major fluctuation in tropical weath-
er on weekly to monthly timescales. The
MJO can be characterised as an eastward
moving ‘pulse’ of cloud and rainfall near
the equator that typically recurs every 30
to 60 days. Palawat said whenever there is
MJO, the monsoon activity increases. 
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New Delhi: National Security Adviser (NSA)
Ajit Doval paid a two-day quiet visit to Saudi
Arabia during which he apprised Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed Bin Salman about the situ-
ation in Jammu & Kashmir after the State’s spe-
cial status was withdrawn, official sources said
on Wednesday. 

The Saudi side conveyed to Doval that it is
aware of New Delhi’s long-held position on
Kashmir and emphasised on the need for de-
escalation of tension between India and Pakistan,
they said. The NSA arrived in Saudi Arabia on
Tuesday.

Doval and Salman also deliberated on a
range of bilateral, regional issues including the
missile and drone attacks on Saudi oil facilities
last month and ways to further deepen anti-ter-
ror cooperation.

Saudi Arabia is a key pillar of India’s ener-
gy security, being a source of 17 per cent or more
of crude oil and 32 per cent of LPG requirements
of India.  Notwithstanding the biggest ever attack
on its oil facilities on September 14 that
knocked out half of its daily oil production, Saudi
Arabia assured India that it was committed to
meet the country’s energy security needs. PTI

New Delhi: The Union Culture
Ministry has extended the time
period of auctioning of over
2,500 gifts received by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, from
October 3 to October 17, offi-
cials said on Wednesday,
attributing the decision to a huge
demand for the mementos.

Celebrities, politicians and
activists have shown interest in
the auction, with many like
Bollywood stars Arjun Kapoor,
Anil Kapoor and singer Kailash
Kher endorsing it. The ministry
had launched the e-auction
on September 14 to sell 2,700
mementos received by the
prime minister, the proceeds of
which will go to the Namami
Gange Mission.

The mementos include
paintings, sculptures, shawls,
jackets and traditional musical
instruments. The lowest base
price is Rs 200 and it goes all the
way up to Rs 2.5 lakh. A copy
of the Indian Constitution with
a base price of Rs 2,000 received
bids of Rs 33,000. Other items
include a portrait of Modi on a
silk saree with a base price of Rs
2.5 lakh, a mace with a base
price of Rs 2,000 and a photo-
graph of the prime minister
with his mother, which received
a bid of Rs 10 lakh. The collec-
tion also includes a jersey of the
Indian cricket team. PNS
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Days after he was uncere-
moniously axed as head of

the State unit, former Haryana
Congress chief Ashok Tanwar
on Wednesday alleged his party
leadership was selling tickets at
Rs 5 crore and giving tickets to
undeserving candidates and
to those who joined the
Congress recently but were
critical of it not long ago.
Haryana will go to Assembly
polls on October 21 and the
results will be declared on
October 24 along with
Maharashtra.

Tanwar was joined by his
close associates staged a protest
and address the party workers
from Haryana in front of
Congress President Sonia
Gandhi’s residence in national
Capital. “I have worked hard

for years, but the people who
joined the party 15 days ago are
being given tickets by the
party,” Tanwar alleged. 

The former Haryana
Congress chief alleged the tick-
et for the Sohna Assembly seat
in Gurugram was “sold for Rs
5 crore.” He said the leadership
in the state has been destroyed. 

“We have remained dedi-
cated to the party. Why do you
have to give tickets to those
who recently joined the party,
but were critical of the party
earlier?”

Tanwar claimed that he
had been approached by the
BJP six times in the last three
months, but he turned down
the offer as he is “not hungry
for power”. “I had personal
issues with Randeep Singh
Surjewala (AICC chief
spokesman), but I set aside all

those differences for the party’s
sake,” he said.

With Haryana differences
within the Haryana Congress
leadership growing and soon
after the former Harayana
Chief Minister Bhupinder
Singh Hooda threatened to
quit the party, Sonia Gandhi
who had just taken charge as an
interim president of the grand
old party effected changes in
the Haryana Congress.  

Former Union Minister
and a close aide of the party
chief, Kumari Selja was
appointed chief of the Haryana
Congress. 

Resnetment against
Tanwar was going on for a long
time and went at its peak
before the Lok Sabha polls but
remained at helms of affairs
since he was close to the then
Congress chief Rahul Gandhi. 
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Stressing that India is mod-
ernising its armed forces to

defend itself, Army Chief
General Bipin Rawat on
Wednesday said the country
has no extraterritorial ambi-
tions and does not want to
“transplant” its ideology on
others.

Without naming Pakistan,
he also said India is fighting a
proxy war in Jammu &
Kashmir and reserves 
the right to acquire military
capabilities to counter any
security threats.

Making this point while

addressing strategic affairs
experts and Defence personnel
in Male, capital of Maldives,
during his ongoing visit there,
he said the country will fulfill
its regional and global securi-
ty obligations as a responsible
emerging power. 

His remarks come against
the backdrop of India playing
a crucial role in the strategically
important Indian Ocean region
and ongoing efforts to further
enhance ties with littoral states
located on its rim.

Rawat also said instability
in energy-rich West Asia has
the potential to significantly
increase global tensions and

trigger unrest and that the
tension between the US and
Iran was “worrisome.” 

Without naming Pakistan,
the Army Chief said Indian
armed forces are countering a
proxy war in Jammu &
Kashmir on a daily basis and
that India reserves the right to
acquire military capabilities to
counter any security 
threats emanating from its
neighbourhood.

“Our strategic culture flows
from two cardinals — we have
no extraterritorial ambitions
and no desire to transplant our
ideology on others,” the Army
Chief said.
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As part of two-day special session of Chhattisgarh State Assembly on Wednesday evening, ‘Kasturba ke Gandhi’ play was
staged at State assembly-based Dr Syama Prasad Mukherjee auditorium. Pioneer Photo

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, to mark the 150th

birth anniversary of Father of
the Nation Mahatma Gandhi,
on Wednesday launched five
schemes, three related to
health, one for food security
and third to qick redressal of
civil problems of urban
people.

He launched the schemes
at a brief function held at Dr
Shyamaprasad Mukherjee
auditorium in state assembly
premises.  

The schemes are Chief
Minister Nutrition
programme (Mukhyamantri
Suposhan Abhiyan), Chief
Minister Haat-Bazaar Clinic
Scheme, Chief Minister Urban
Slum Health Scheme,
Universal PDS Scheme and
Chief Minister Ward Office

Scheme.
As part of launching the

schemes, Chief Minister

administered food to a minor
boy. He also released balloons
highlighting the scheme.

During the function, at
auditorium, he announced
`21,000 for the scheme as

public participation amount.
He along with Speaker
Charandas Mahant and

ministers launched the logo of
each programme. The booklet
for nutrition programme
published by women and
child welfare department was
also released.

During launch of Chief
Minister Haat-Bazaar Clinic
Scheme, he interacted with
two teams, one at Bhilai and
other at Raipur making
inquiry of blood test, testing
of blood pressure, medicines
given by doctors after check
up. Earlier, he flagged off the
mobile medical teams.

Chief Minister and other
ministers under Universal
PDS Scheme gave away the
ration cards to 10 beneficiar-
ies to launch the scheme.

Under Chief Minister
Ward Office Scheme, Baghel
released a video clipping high-
lighting the scheme while
website linked to the ward
office was also launched.

CM launches five new welfare schemes

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

During the two-day special
session of Chhattisgarh

State Assembly, to mark the
150th birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi, all the
members of assembly, and
also Governor, were dressed
in a similar dress code, made
of traditional kosa fabric,
transcending their political
differences.  Women members
also wore identical sarees.

All the members could be
seen in a relaxed mood as
there was no question-answer
session like normal proceed-
ings of the House. But discus-
sions on different aspects of
Gandhiji’s life and his philoso-
phy were held.

The odd one out among
the MLAs was Congress legis-
lator from Rajim, Amitesh

Shukla. He was in normal
white colour ‘kurta’ and ‘pyja-
ma’. Asked about the reason
for his dissimilar dress code,
Shukla said, “It is my non-
cooperation movement. You
are all investigative journal-
ists, you people can make
enquiry for such a protest.”

He further said, “I am the
foot soldier of Rajiv ji and I’m
bounded by the party. I will not
be able to reveal much now.
Like the Bhishma Pitahmah
was bounded by the throne,
similarly I am also bounded by
it.” As per information, he was
irked for being allotted a seat in
the second row.

Inside the House, BJP
leaders backed him for his
‘satyagraha’ for registering
protest against the govern-
ment for not giving ear to his
resentment.

MLAs dress code catches eyeballs in spl assly session

To mark 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi 

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

As part of nation-wide call
for BJP Members of

Parliament to hold ‘Gandhi
Sandesh Yatra’ to create
public awareness, Raipur
Member of Parliament Sunil
Soni commenced the foot-
march at capital city Raipur.

The foot-march, began
from the place where once
Mahatma Gandhi himself
had addressed a public
meeting and conducted a
march, from Anand Samaj
Library, Brahmanpara.

The main aim of the
march is to spread the  mes-
sage of Gandhi mainly on
issues of cleanliness, health
and dream of Mahatma for a

progressive country.
Addressing the gathering

Soni said all the public
representatives and party
workers should take a pledge
that maximum people will be
brought under the fold so
that they get influenced by
Gandhi’s message.

Raipur South MLA and
former cabinet minister
Brijmohan Agrawal said
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had called for freeing
the country from single use
plastic for which all should
join hands.

Everyone, should take a
pledge to be part of the drive.
After the foot-march reached
Azad Chowk, leaders offered
floral tribute on a statue of
Mahatma Gandhi.

BJP MP takes
out foot-march

Floral tributes paid to
Mahatma, Shastri
RAIPUR: On the occasion of 150th birth anniversary of
Father of the Nation Mahatma Gandhi and birth anniver-
sary of former prime minister late Lal Bahadur Shastri,
Governor Anusuiya Uikey and Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel paid floral tributes to both the leaders at Vidhan
Sabha premise. Assembly Speaker Dr Charandas Mahant,
Leader of Opposition Dharamlal Kaushik and
Parliamentary Works Minister Ravindra Choubey, cabinet
members, MPs and MLAs also paid floral tribute to the two
great sons of India.

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Charging that ruling
Congress was unneces-

sarily raking up the issue of
Gandhi verses Godse, state
BJP on Wednesday alleged
that it had put posters humil-
iating Union Minister Amit
Shah and National
Spokesperson Sambit Patra.

The BJP leaders under
leadership of their State
Spokesperson Sanjay
Shrivastava also lodged a
complaint at Civil Lines
police station against the
posters put at Ambedkar
Chowk.

Shrivastava in a

statement charged that the
Congress was behind the
controversial posters at
Ambedkar Chowk and
termed the alleged act
cowardice.

When the entire nation is
“assimilating the ideology of

Gandhiji” and the BJP-led
Union government adopting
his philosophy had framed
and initiated a host of welfare
works, Congress on the other
hand is trying to create
controversy over Mahatma
Gandhi, he alleged.

Congress muddled
Mahatma’s anniv: BJP

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

The NMDC Limited cele-
brated 150th birth

anniversary of Father of the
Nation Mahatma Gandhi on
Wednesday at its headquar-
ters in Hyderabad and also in
all its major projects across
the country spread Gandhian
values of ahimsa, non-vio-
lence and truth along with
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.

NMDC’s CMD N.
Baijendra Kumar inaugurat-
ed the programme at its head
quarters in Hyderabad as
chief guest. P.K. Satpathy,
Director (Production),
Amitava Mukherjee,
Director (Finance), Alok
Kumar Mehta, Director
(Commercial), Sumit Deb,
Director (Personnel) and

other senior officials and
employees were also present
on the occasion.

While addressing the
gathering Kumar emphasised
on the need to follow the
ethics and values of Mahatma
Gandhi. He stressed upon the
importance of maintaining
clean surroundings and safe

environment.
He also appealed to all

the employees to discourage
the use of “Single Use
Plastic”. To discourage use of
plastic material, bottles
made of copper and jute
bags were distributed to the
employees on this occasion.

After garlanding and

paying floral tributes to
Mahatma Gandhi, a pledge on
“Swachh Bharat Abhiyan” was
taken by all the employees.

Later, areas surrounding
premises of NMDC head
office building Khanij
Bhawan at Masab Tank,
Hyderabad were cleaned by
the employees.

NMDC celebrates 150th birth
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Afoot march on the
theme 'Bachcha

Bachcha Gandhi' was held
from heart of the capital city
Jaistambh to Gandhi
Maidan on Wednesday to
mark the 150th birth
anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi.

Highlight of the pro-
gramme was a procession
taken out from Jaistambh
Chowk to Gandhi Maidan
of Raipur by thousands of
children from more than
twenty schools dressed up
as Mahatma Gandhi.

Children were accom-
panied by Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, AICC’s
Chhattisgarh in-charge and
member of Rajya Sabha PL

Punia, PCC chief Mohan
Markam, MLA Kuldeep
Juneja, Mayor Pramod
Dubey, and a large number
of public representatives as
well as citizens.

Later the procession
was converted into a mas-
sive public gathering at his-
torical Gandhi Maidan.

In his address to the

public gathering, Chief
Minister recalled that in
year 1933, the Father of the
Nation had addressed a
public meeting on the same
ground.

“Today, thousands of
children dressed up in
'dhoti’,  ‘Gandhi Topi' and
holding ‘lathi’ followed the
footsteps of Mahatma

Gandhi,” he said.
Earlier, Chief Minister

welcomed the children
dressed as Mahatma Gandhi
at Jaistambh Chowk and
praised their get up. He said
that Mahatma Gandhi had
given to the world the
message of ‘truth and
non-violence.’

“We have to reform
Chhattisgarh and the entire
country by following the
footsteps of him,” Baghel
said.

On the occasion, Chief
Minister also distributed
bags made up of cloths to
encourage people to mini-
mize use of plastic bags.

Speaking on this occa-
sion, AICC in-charge Punia
said that he was over-
whelmed to see children
dressed as Gandhi.

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Health Minister T.S. Singhdeo
Wednesday visited Supebeda

village in Gariaband district, infa-
mous for renal deaths.

During his visit he met the
villagers there and assured of pro-
viding every possible facility to
them to combat the kidney relat-
ed ailments.

Sharing apprehension of the
villagers in taking health services
from government hospital situat-
ed at Devbhog where kidney
patients can avail dialysis facility,
he assured them that an expert
doctor would be deployed there.

Singhdeo also appealed the
affected villagers of Supebeda to
directly reach DKS super
specialty hospital and AIIMS,
Raipur for better treatment of
their renal ailment.

On this occasion he also
apprised that a mobile medical
unit visits the affected area twice
a week and more than 200
patients were treated through it.

On demand of villagers,
Singhdeo assured them that soon
government would lay a pipeline
to bring water from nearby Tel
River to the affected region. He
also assured of upgrading Sub
Health Centre to Primary Health
Centre and permanently deploy-
ing an expert doctor in the centre.   

Min assures every possible
help to Supebeda renal
ailment victims

School children participated in
foot march dressed up as Gandhi
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In a bid to curb air pollution
and save environment, Delhi

along with 20 other cities will
pledge to reduce emissions
and air pollution on October 11
at Central European Summer
Time (CEST) Tivoli
Conference Centre,
Copenhagen. 

Officials of the Delhi
Government said Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal will
also attend the C40 World
Mayors Summit in Denmark
between October 9 and 12
where he is expected to share
the challenges and successes of
Delhi’s effort to curb pollution
and improve quality of life
and talk about initiatives taken
by the city Government that led
to 25 per cent reduction in
Delhi’s air pollution. 

“Invited as the leader of one
of the world’s largest metropo-

lises, the CM will join leaders of
cities like New York, London,
Paris, Los Angeles and Berlin on
the high table of urban power-
houses to deliberate on the cli-
mate crisis impacting the world,”
said a statement from Chief
Minister Office (CMO).

C40 is a network of the
world’s megacities committed
to addressing climate change.
C40 supports cities to collabo-
rate effectively, share knowl-
edge and drive meaningful,
measurable and sustainable
action on climate change. 

Around the world, C40
cities connect 94 of the world’s

greatest cities to take bold cli-
mate action, leading the way
towards a healthier and more
sustainable future. 

“Representing 700+ mil-
lion citizens and one quarter of
the global economy, mayors of
the C40 cities are committed to
delivering on the most ambi-
tious goals of the Paris
Agreement at the local level, as
well as to cleaning 
the air we breathe,” said the
official. 

Additionally, the CM will
also be speaking during the
summit on the future plan of
action on air pollution. In a
session titled ‘Breathe Deeply’,
city leaders, experts, and
business leaders will discuss
the innovative new solutions
underway in cities that are
improving air quality and
creating healthier, more equi-
table and prosperous com-
munities.

Besides, the CM will also
speak about odd-even scheme,
improving the supply of elec-
tricity and other power sector
reforms at the summit called
the ‘Asian Mayors and City
Leaders Meeting on Low
Carbon Inclusive Growth’. 
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From Page 1
Addressing a rally at the start of the ‘Sankalp Yatra’  Shah

said even animals are adversely affected due to single-use plas-
tic. After flagging off the nationwide ‘Sankalp Yatra’, he under-
took a foot march for around 500 metres. 

BJP leaders, MPs, MLAs, organisational leaders and other
party members undertook 2-km-long foot march and spoke about
non-violence, peace, use of khadi and cleanliness in events held
across the country.

In the run up to Gandhi’s 150th birth anniversary, Modi had
given a call to his party, particularly to MPs and MLAs,  to make
the day memorable and asked its leaders to organise events and
foot marches commemorate the day in their cosntituencies.

BJP which has already brought Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, a
Congress leader,  in its political pantheon and installed  his  stat-
ue, one of the tallest in the world,  in Gujarat,   is trying hard to
move closer to the Mahatma. A major  effort in the direction
was initiated by Modi in his first term as PM when he launched
ambitious  ‘Bharat Swachh Abhiyan’ , largely inspired by Gandhi’s
life-long focus on cleanliness and personal hygiene.
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From Page 1
The party has planned a week-long

programme that will mark the culmina-
tion of the year-long celebrations com-
memorating Gandhi’s memory and it will
re-emphasise his values. 

Terming it a historic, pious and aus-
picious day, the Congress chief described
Gandhi as a “great personality” who
inspired not only India but the entire world
to adopt the path of non violence and
‘satyagraha’.  She said all are proud that
India has attained its present status fol-
lowing the path shown by the Mahatma,
noting that it is easy to cite Gandhi’s name
but difficult to follow the path shown by
him.

“Despite all this, if India has not been
distracted it is because its foundation is laid
on the values of Gandhiji. India and
Gandhiji are synonymous with each other.
It is a different thing that some people are
adamant on reversing this. They want the

RSS and not Gandhiji to become the sym-
bol of India. I want to tell them clearly...
There cannot be any thought except
Gandhiji’s all-inclusive system, that
includes the composite culture, civilisation
and society of India,” said Sonia.  

While Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
led a march of party workers from the
Delhi Congress office to Rajghat, other
leaders including Priyanka Gandhi did the
same in their respective States. 

In Lucknow, taking a swipe at the BJP,
Priyanka Gandhi said BJP should first pur-
sue the path of truth shown by Mahatma
Gandhi and then talk about him.

She made the remarks before partic-
ipating in a silent march organised here by
the Congress on the 150th birth anniver-
sary of Mahatma Gandhi. “It was the order
of Gandhiji to pursue the path of truth.
First, the BJP should pursue the path of
truth and then talk about Gandhiji,” the
Congress leader said.

The silent march is also being viewed
as a show of strength by the Congress
which has been on the sidelines of state
politics for a long time.

Sonia Gandhi said the Mahatma want-
ed India and its villages to be self-reliant.
The Congress after independence followed
this path and took revolutionary steps in
this regard. Be it Jawaharlal Nehru, Lal
Bahadur Shastri, Indira Gandhi, Rajiv
Gandhi, Narasimha Rao or Manmohan
Singh, all struggled to build a new India
and establish new paradigms of progress,
the Congress leader said. 

“I want to tell those who decide the
country’s destiny that Gandhiji is a sym-
bol of love not hatred, he is a symbol of
harmony not confrontation, he is a sym-
bol of democracy and not autocracy. No
matter what others claim, the Congress is
the only party that has followed the prin-
ciples of Gandhiji and will continue to do
so,” she said.
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From Page 1
He notes there was no evi-

dence linking the funds in the
NatWest bank account to the
supply of arms.

On the Safeguarding
Argument, the judge accepted
that the fund was to safeguard
it by making it less accessible to
India following the annexation
of Hyderabad but he did not
accept that this meant the trans-

fer was absolutely for Pakistan
rather than on trust.

In a judgment which will go
on to set precedent on non-jus-
ticiability, the court also reject-
ed Pakistan’s claims of illegality
as it concluded that India’s sub-
mission was well-founded, and
that even if there were illegality
of the nature alleged by Pakistan
in the annexation of Hyderabad,
any such alleged illegality would
in any case be irrelevant to the
claim. The ruling marks an

important conclusion to an
extremely long-drawn legal bat-
tle, which also witnessed the
Indian government, the princes
and the administrator of the
estate of Nizam VII compro-
mising their differences and
entering into a confidential set-
tlement agreement last year,
which meant the case was effec-
tively an India-Pakistan clash in
the UK courts. Commenting on
the ruling, the Pakistan Foreign
Office in Islamabad said it would

take further action after exam-
ining the detailed judgment.

“Pakistan is closely exam-
ining all aspects of the detailed
judgment and will take further
action in light of legal advice
received,” the FO said. It also said
the ruling failed to take into
account the historical context of
the transfer when “India illegally
annexed Hyderabad...” However,
the FO did not specify the
actions Pakistan was contem-
plating against the decisions. 
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From Page 1
NC leaders Devender

Singh Rana and SS Salathia,
Congress’ Raman Bhalla and
JKNPP leader Harshdev Singh
along with others were put
under house arrest in Jammu
and were barred from attend-
ing political functions and vis-
iting party offices.

Meanwhile, the released
leaders visited their party
offices in Jammu on
Wednesday and held informal
discussions on the occasion of
paying tribute to Mahatma
Gandhi on his 150th birth
anniversary.

Speaking to The Pioneer,
former Congress MLC and
party spokesman Ravinder
Sharma said, “It is very unfor-
tunate that the Government has
decided to hold BDC polls
without consulting leaders of
mainstream Opposition parties
in the State”. Sharma also
accused BJP of trying to grab
power at the grass roots level by
holding these BDC polls on
party lines. He said, for the last
two months BJP leaders were
holding political functions and
preparing for their BDC polls,
but we were even prevented
from holding regular press
briefings in party offices.

“Majority of senior party
leaders from Kashmir Valley

continues to remain under
detention and under these cir-
cumstances the Government is
proceeding further to hold
these BDC polls,” he said.

Senior National
Conference leader and close
aide of Omar Abdullah,
Devender Singh Rana said he
will first meet senior party
leaders in Sher-r-Kashmir
Bhawan on Thursday before
interacting with the media.

PDP leader Daman Bhasin
told The Pioneer, “The
Government is making mock-
ery of the whole election
process by going ahead without
releasing mainstream political
leaders currently under deten-
tion. 

At present Omar Abdullah
and Farooq Abdullah, PDP’s
Mehbooba Mufti, former
Cabinet Ministers, J&K People’s
Conference’s Sajjad Gani Lone
and many others continue to
remain under house arrest in
Kashmir Valley. Bhasin
claimed, as per guidelines of the
Election Commission of India,
the State president of a region-
al party is authorised to give
mandate to party candidates to
fight elections. He said in the
absence of party chiefs who will
give mandate to party leaders
to contest BDC polls in Jammu
& Kashmir.
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The NDA Government at
the Centre seems to be

very keen on introducing the
National Register of Citizens
(NRC) in Odisha, particularly
in the coastal district of
Kendrapada, to identify the ille-
gal immigrants from
Bangladesh and to throw them
out of the country through
legal means. This is indicated
from a letter the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs has
written to the Registrar General
of India (RGI) on September 20
asking it to take further neces-
sary action under the
Citizenships (Registration of
Citizens and Issue of National
Identity Cards) Rules of 2003.

The Centre-State (CS)
Division of the Ministry wrote
the letter to the RGI in response
to a mail sent to the Ministry
by Orissa High Court Amicus
Curiae Mohit Agarwal with
reference to a pending writ
petition in the High Court
pertaining to protection of

wetland in Kendrapada district.
Agarwal had referred to a

report he had submitted to the
High Court seeking the  court’s
direction to the State
Government and the Centre to
update the NRC in Kendrapada
district. 

The High Court in January
this year had asked the State
Government to take prompt
action on the suggestion made
by the Amicus Curiae.

Notably, on the direction of
the Supreme Court for the
protection of the Chilika lake
and the Bhitarkanika National
Park in Kendrapada district,
the High Court Registry had
registered the case making the
State and Union Governments
as respondents to the petition;
and Agarwal was roped in by
the High Court to assist it in
deciding the matter.

In a report to the High
Court, Agarwal had pointed
out that illegal Bangladeshi
immigrants have intruded into
the Bhitarkanika National Park
through sea route and have
permanently settled there. 
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PARADIP: The 150th birth
anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi was observed holding
a wide range of activities here
on Wednesday. A Prabhat Pheri
was organised in the port town-
ship followed by a mass sani-
tation drive at Paradip Bus
Stand here.

Trade union leader and

BJD State secretary Santosh
Kumar Pattnaik garlanded the
statue of Biju Patnaik and
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose
here.

Later a national integrity
rally began from the bus stand
to ADM Office, Madhuban
here led by Municipality
Chairman Basanta Kumar

Biswal.
Paradip MLA Sambit

Routray, Paradip ADM Dr
Kahnu Charan Dhir, Executive

Officer Dilip Kumar Mohanty,
PPT FA and CAO SK Sahu,
Municipality Vice-Chairperson
Prabhati Nayak, BJP Paradip
Mandal president Kailash
Chandra Sahoo, councellors,
SHG members and public
joined the rally. A statue of
Gandhiji in front of ADM
office was also unveiled. PNS 
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Marking the 150th birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi, Deputy Chief Minister

of Delhi Manish Sisodia and Minister of
Health Satyendar Jain on Wednesday inaugu-
rated 10 new Mohalla clinics in South Delhi.
Also, two Foot over Bridges (FOB) in Chirag
Delhi and Sheikh Sarai has been thrown open
to the public. 

Besides, to provide safety and security for
pedestrians, two more FOB's will be construct-
ed in South Delhi's Krishi Vihar- Panchsheel
Enclave and Select City Walk Mall opposite
Khirki Extension, foundation stones has been
laid by Deputy Sisodia, Satendra Jain, Minster
Public Works Department (PWD) and Health. 

The area which has been highly accident-
prone for pedestrians due to the lack of foot over
bridges will now have an FOB installed soon.
Moreover, the Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) corri-

dor, known as third dangerous road in the
National Capital will also be removed for the
safety of the people. 

Besides, 10 more mohalla clinics were
opened in the posh areas such as Chitranjan
(CR) Park, Greater Kailash-I, Greater Kailash-
II, Shahpur Jat, Khirki Flats, Savitri Nagar, Chirag
Delhi and Sheikh Sarai. The residents of these
a r e a s
will now have access to free medical tests and
free-of-cost medicines at these Mohalla Clinics.

"It is a big thing that the BRT road which
was a cause of various hurdles for us as com-
muters has been removed finally. Residents of
Chirag Delhi and Sheikh Sarai have been
eagerly waiting for a foot over bridge to be
i n s t a l l e d
in the areas. Today, with the help of the Delhi

Government, we are having two FOBS' installed
here on these roads," said Saurabh Bhardwaj,
MLA of Greater Kailash Constituency. 
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To mark 150th birth
anniversary of Mahatma

Gandhi, Congress president
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi
and other party leaders on
Wednesday paid tributes to
the leader at their 'samadhi'.

Rahul Gandhi led the
Congress padyatra, preceded
by a tableau of Mahatma
Gandhi's Sabarmati Ashram
and his iconic wooden spin-
ning wheel mounted on a vehi-
cle. Many Congress workers
sported Gandhi's trademark
spectacles. The Congress work-
ers also chanted the slogan
"Mahatma Gandhi Amar
Rahein". Rahul Gandhi said
that the Father of the Nation
showed that love for all living
beings and non-violence is the
only way to defeat bigotry and
hatred. "On his 150th Jayanti,
my tributes to Mahatma
Gandhi Ji, the 'Father of the
Nation', who through his words
& deeds, showed us that love
for all living beings & non vio-
lence is the only way to defeat
oppression, bigotry & hatred.,"
he tweeted.  Several other top
Congress leaders such as
Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh, Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot,

Rajasthan Deputy Chief
Minister Sachin Pilot,
Jyotiraditya Scindia, Sushmita
Dev and Meira Kumar paid
homage to Mahatma Gandhi.
The Congress president and
former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh were among
those who paid floral tributes
to the father of the nation.

The Congress will cele-
brate Mahatma Gandhi's 150th
birth anniversary by organising
'padayatras' across the country,
with party leader Rahul Gandhi
joining the foot march in the
national capital.

Sonia Gandhi said that
Mahatma Gandhi not only
influenced the Indians but also
the whole world with his non-
violent and satyagraha meth-
ods. "When not only Indians,
but the whole world is cele-
brating the 150th birth anniver-
sary of Mahatma Gandhi, we
should realize that India has
reached where it has   only
because we followed the path of
Mahatma Gandhi," she said.

Taking a swipe at the BJP,
she said that those who are try-
ing to use Gandhi's name and
taking India astray from his
teachings to take their own way
will not succeed as India has
Gandhi's principles in its foun-
dation.
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New Delhi: Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal and his deputy
Manish Sisodia on Wednesday
paid tributes to Mahatma
Gandhi and Lal Bahadur Shastri
on their birth anniversaries.

The duo first visited Vijay
Ghat, the resting place of former
Prime Minister Lal Bahadur
Shastri, and paid floral tributes
to him on his 115th birth
anniversary. Kejriwal and
Sisodia later went to Rajghat to
pay homage to Gandhi on his
150th birth anniversary.

"Today is birth anniversary
of two great souls. Gandhiji, 
an epitome of truth and 
non-violence and Shastriji of
simplicity and honesty.
Greetings to countrymen on
birth anniversary of these great
personalities," Kejriwal tweeted
in Hindi. SR
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Railway and Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal on

Wednesday released the station
cleanliness report at the New
Delhi Railway Station. Goyal
while releasing the report said
"Today we are committed to
develop India as clean India,
healthy India and prosperous
India. The Railways is doing its
bit to provide a clean and
hygienic environment to the
travelling people.

"Cleanliness has an impor-
tant place in our life and the

way in which people adopted
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's call for a clean Bharat,
is the biggest tribute to Bapu on
his 150th anniversary ," he
said.

"The dignitaries present on
the occasion visited the exhi-
bition and witnessed the dis-
plays of tools and equipments
used for cleaning 
purposes. 

They understood the fea-
tures of the bio-toilet and
inspected the new generation
coaches being used by the
Railways," a senior official said,

adding that under the initiative
of waste and scrap manage-
ment, a sculpture of Bapu
made from scrap material 
was also showcased which

was highly appreciated
by all.

He also made a surprise
inspection at the New Delhi
railway station and also inter-
acted with the passengers in the
waiting room. Goyal later inau-
gurated an exhibition on
Mahatma Gandhi on his 150th
birth anniversary at National
Rail Museum through Video
Conferencing.
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Baghdad: Two demonstrators
were killed and more than 200
people injured Tuesday, health
officials said, in clashes with
security forces during protests
in Baghdad and the provinces
that mounted the first challenge
to Iraq's fragile one-year-old
government.

More than 1,000 protesters
had descended on the capital
before security forces dispersed
the crowds with a volley of gun-
fire and tear gas.

Protests in Baghdad left
one dead and 200 wounded,
including 160 civilians, the
health ministry said without
providing further details.

According to medical and
police sources, most of them
needed treatment for tear gas
inhalation and some were
injured by rubber bullets.

A health official in Dhi
Qar later said that one protest-
er was killed and two others
were wounded in the southern
province.

With Iraqi flags draped
over their shoulders or wrapped
around their foreheads, the
demonstrators had gathered in
the iconic Tahrir Square, with a

wide range of grievances but
apparently without a unified
leadership.

"Those thieves robbed us!"
they cried out in condemnation
of the political class in Iraq, con-
sidered the 12th most corrupt
country in the world by
Transparency International.

"The problem is that par-
liament is a bunch of gangs that
have divided up everything
amongst themselves," said
Abbas Fadel, a 30-year-old
demonstrator.

Some were on the streets to
protest at the lack of public ser-
vices, including rampant power
cuts, water shortages and unem-
ployment, particularly among
youth.

"Show us what you can do:
show us paved roads, a city that
functions, reconstruction, work,
public services. We have none
of that," said Mustafa Khaled,
34.

And others carried por-
traits of Staff Lieutenant General
Abdulwahab al-Saadi, who was
this week removed from his post
in Iraq's Counter-Terrorism
Service in a shock move.

Demonstrators were cleared

from Tahrir Square a first time
but then regrouped, facing a
steady volley of live shots, water
cannons and tear gas from
security forces.

More shots were fire even
after the crowds had dispersed
into adjacent neighbourhoods.

Three young men could be
seen carrying a wounded
demonstrator wearing a check-
ered white-and-black scarf to
protect him from the tear gas.

Some protesters made their
way towards Al-Jumhuriyah
Bridge, which leads into the
high-security Green Zone that
houses government offices and
foreign embassies.

Police had set up metal
barricades and stationed trucks
at the mouth of the bridge to
prevent protesters from cross-
ing, and a security source inside
the zone told AFP that rein-
forcements were requested.

The gathering was the
biggest demonstration against
Prime Minister Adel Abdel
Mahdi since he came to power
in late October 2018, just
months after demonstrations
that engulfed the southern city
of Basra last summer. AFP

Taipei: Five bodies have been
recovered from under a col-
lapsed bridge in Taiwan, res-
cuers said Wednesday, as the
search continued for the last
person missing after the struc-
ture smashed onto fishing boats
moored underneath.

Taiwan's National Fire
Agency said the deceased were
fishing workers from Indonesia
and the Philippines whose
bodies were found in waters
near two damaged boats late
Tuesday and earlier
Wednesday.

"The search and rescue
mission continues," transport
minister Lin Chia-lung told
reporters, adding evidence was
being collected for an investi-
gation.

The Philippines labour
ministry confirmed that two of
its nationals were killed while
one remained missing and five
others were injured in the inci-
dent.

The ministry pledged assis-
tance to the affected workers
and their families. Dramatic
CCTV footage captured the
moment the 140-metre (460-
foot) long single-arch bridge

came crashing down early on
Tuesday morning in
Nanfangao, on Taiwan's east
coast.

In the video, a vertical
cable at the centre of the
bridge's steel arch suddenly
snaps.

The road then collapses
into the water, crashing down
on three fishing boats as a
petrol tanker, which nearly
made it across, also plunged
into the water.

Twelve people were
injured, including six Filipino
and three Indonesian fishing
workers, the Taiwanese driver
of the petrol tanker, and two
coastguard personnel. The
petrol tanker burst into flames
at some point after it hit the
water, sending a thick plume of
black smoke into the air.

The local landmark was
completed in 1998 and
spanned a small fishing port. It
was featured in a number of TV
dramas and commercials.

Taiwan was skirted by a
typhoon on Monday night,
which brought heavy rains and
strong winds to parts of the east
coast. AFP
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Spontaneous flash-mob ral-
lies broke out in Hong Kong

on Wednesday as anger
mounted over police shooting
a teenage protester who
attacked officers in a dramatic
escalation of the violent unrest
that has engulfed the territory
for months.

A few thousand demon-
strators, including office work-
ers in shirts and suits, mustered
in a park and then began
marching through the city's
commercial district in an
unsanctioned rally, chanting
anti-police and anti-govern-
ment slogans.

Hours earlier, hundreds of
students staged a sit-in at the
school of 18-year-old Tsang
Chi-kin, who was shot in the
chest by a policeman as he and
a group of masked protesters
attacked officers with umbrel-
las and poles.

The international finance
hub has been left reeling from
the shooting, the first time a

demonstrator has been struck
with a live round in nearly four
months of increasingly violent
pro-democracy protests.

Hong Kong was battered
by the most sustained political
clashes of the year on Tuesday
as China celebrated 70 years of
Communist Party rule with a
massive military parade in
Beijing.

The spiralling violence
underscored seething public
anger against Beijing's rule
and shifted the spotlight from
China's carefully choreo-
graphed birthday party, which
was designed to showcase its
status as a global superpower.

Running battles raged for
hours across multiple loca-
tions as hardcore protesters
hurled rocks and petrol bombs. 

Police responded for the
most part with tear gas, rubber
bullets and water cannon.

Police said the officer fired
at Tsang because he feared for
his life on a day that saw his
colleagues fire five warning
shots from their pistols

throughout the city.
"In this very short span of

time, he made a
decision and

shot the assailant," police chief
Stephen Lo said.

But protest groups said the
officer charged into the melee
with his firearm drawn and
condemned the increasing use

of live rounds.
"The people of Hong Kong

are sick and tired of having
mere words of condemnation
as their only shields against
lethal bullets and rifles," a
masked protester said at a
press conference near Tsang's
school.

The shooting was captured
on video that quickly went
viral.

Opinion towards the
shooting has largely cemented
along ideological divides with
pro-democracy activists con-
demning the police and estab-
lishment figures calling it a jus-
tified use of force.

Tsang, who was filmed try-
ing to strike the officer with a
pole as he was shot, was taken
to a nearby hospital in a criti-
cal condition but authorities
said his condition had since
improved.

A friend and classmate of
Tsang, who gave his first name
Marco, said the 18-year-old was
a keen basketballer who was
infuriated by sliding freedoms

in Hong Kong and the police
response to the protests.

"If he sees any problems or
anything unjust, he would face
it bravely, speak up against it,
instead of bearing it silently,"
Marco told AFP.

Police said 25 officers were
injured in the National Day
clashes, including some who
suffered chemical burns from
a corrosive liquid that was
thrown at them by protesters.
The liquid also wounded some
journalists.

Hospital authorities said
more than 70 people were
admitted on Tuesday. 

Police made some 160
arrests throughout the day.

On Wednesday, 96 pro-
testers arrested during clashes
with police on Sunday
appeared in court charged with
rioting, according to court
documents. Their ages ranged
from 14 to 39.

The majority were stu-
dents in their early twenties but
other occupations listed includ-
ed a waitress, a teacher, a doc-

tor, an advertising executive
and a cook.

Hong Kong's protests were
ignited by a now-scrapped plan
to allow extraditions to the
mainland.

But after Beijing and local
leaders took a hardline they
snowballed into a wider move-
ment calling for democratic
freedoms and police account-
ability. With Hong Kong leader
Carrie Lam seemingly unwill-
ing or unable to find a politi-
cal solution, police have been
left to battle increasingly radi-
calised protesters.

Sentiment is hardening on
all sides.Protesters and some
local residents routinely shout
"triads" at officers who often
respond by calling demonstra-
tors "cockroaches".

The protest movement's
main demands are an inde-
pendent inquiry into police
actions, an amnesty for those
arrested and universal suffrage.

But Beijing and Lam have
said they are unwilling to meet
those demands.
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Donald Trump on Tuesday
denounced the impeach-

ment inquiry threatening his
presidency as a "coup," as his
administration pushed back
hard against the investigation.

Trump's comments came
after Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo pressed to prevent or
delay five former or current
State Department staffers from
testifying in the investigation
probing accusations that
Trump abused his office by
seeking dirt from Ukraine on
a 2020 election rival.

"As I learn more and more
each day, I am coming to the
conclusion that what is taking
place is not an impeachment,
it is a COUP," Trump tweeted.

It is "intended to take away
the Power of the People, their
VOTE, their Freedoms, their

Second Amendment, Religion,
Military, Border Wall, and their
God-given rights as a Citizen of
The United States of America!"
he wrote.

Pompeo meanwhile
accused three Democratic
House committee heads con-
ducting the impeachment
inquiry of "an attempt to intim-
idate, bully and treat improp-
erly the distinguished profes-
sionals of the Department of
State." 

But Democrats accused
the top US diplomat of
"stonewalling" the investigation
and, according to media
reports, scheduled interviews
with at least two of the diplo-
mats who both had direct
involvement in the Ukraine
matter.

It was the first major clash
of the days-old impeachment
probe, pointing to a dramati-

cally mounting political and
legal siege as Trump battles to
save his presidency.

Trump faces the possibili-
ty of becoming only the third
president ever impeached by
Congress, which could lead to
his going on trial in the Senate.

Democrats decided last
week to seek impeachment
after a whistleblower com-
plaint, supported by a White
House call transcript, showed
Trump pressuring Ukraine
President Volodymyr Zelensky
to supply him with politically
useful information on
Democratic former vice pres-
ident Joe Biden.

Biden is the most likely
Democrat to challenge Trump's
reelection bid next year.

The first move of the three
powerful House Democrats --
Adam Schiff of the Intelligence
Committee, Eliot Engel of the

House Foreign Affairs
Committee and Elijah
Cummings of the Oversight
Committee -- was to subpoe-
na Pompeo and Trump's pri-
vate lawyer Rudy Giuliani for
documents and to summon the
five diplomats to testify.

"Secretary Pompeo was
reportedly on the call when the
President pressed Ukraine to
smear his political opponent,"

they said.
Pompeo's letter suggested

that the committees could be
forced to subpoena the five
diplomats, and that the State
Department and White House
could seek to limit what they
can talk about.

"I will use all means at my
disposal to prevent and expose
any attempts to intimidate the
dedicated professionals whom
I am proud to lead," Pompeo
said.

But news reports said the
State Department's former spe-
cial envoy to Ukraine, Kurt
Volker, would testify Thursday
and that the ex-ambassador to
Kiev, Marie Yovanovitch, would
appear behind closed doors on
October 11. Volker had been
sought by Giuliani to help
pressure Zelensky, while
Yovanovitch was removed ear-
lier this year as ambassador

after she reportedly resisted
that effort.

The three committee heads
warned Pompeo in a statement
Tuesday that any effort to pre-
vent witnesses from speaking to
them was "illegal and will con-
stitute evidence of obstruction
of the impeachment inquiry."
Trump's personal lawyer Rudy
Giuliani suggested he might
not comply with a House sub-
poena issued on Monday.

Giuliani spent months ear-
lier this year contacting
Ukraine officials to encourage
them to investigate Biden,
whose son had business ties to
Ukraine.

While Pompeo and
Giuliani battled the House
committees, Trump also
stepped up his personal attacks
on Schiff, the leader of the
impeachment investigation, as
well as the anonymous whistle-

blower.
"Why isn't Congressman

Adam Schiff being brought up
on charges for fraudulently
making up a statement and
reading it to Congress," he
asked.

On Monday, Trump said
the White House was trying to
get more information on the
whistleblower, whose identity is
protected by law.

But politicians from both
parties warned the president
against threatening or attempt-
ing to unmask the whistle-
blower, who was reported to be
a CIA analyst.

"This person appears to
have followed the whistle-
blower protection laws and
ought to be heard out and pro-
tected," said Republican
Senator Chuck Grassley.

"Folks just ought to be
responsible with their words."
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Seoul: North Korea fired what
appeared to be a "submarine-
launched ballistic missile", Seoul
said Wednesday, a day after
Washington and Pyongyang
announced they would resume
stalled nuclear talks.

Pyongyang frequently cou-
ples diplomatic overtures with
military moves, as a way of
maintaining pressure on nego-
tiating partners, analysts say, and
may believe this weapons system
gives it added leverage.

A proven submarine-based
missile capability would take the
North's arsenal to a new level,
allowing deployment far beyond
the Korean peninsula and a
"second-strike" capability in the
event of an attack on its military
bases.

The South's Joint Chiefs of
Staff said it detected a ballistic
missile early Wednesday fired
around 450 kilometres (280
miles) in an easterly direction at
a maximum altitude of 910
kilometres.

The missile was "believed to
be one of the Pukkuksong mod-
els", the JCS said in a statement,
referring to a line of submarine-

launched ballistic missiles
(SLBM) under development by
the North.

"Such actions by North
Korea to raise tensions are not
helpful to efforts to ease tensions
on the Korean peninsula and we
urge it again to stop immedi-
ately," it added.

The North carried out a suc-
cessful test of the Pukkuksong-
1, also known as KN-11, in
August 2016 which flew around
500 kilometres.

The United States said it was
monitoring the situation on the
Korean peninsula.

One of the projectiles fell
into waters within Japan's exclu-
sive economic zone -- a 200-
kilometre band around Japanese
territory -- Tokyo said.

"The launching of ballistic
missiles violates UN Security
Council 

resolutions and we strong-
ly protest and strongly con-
demn it," Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe told reporters.

The North is banned
from ballistic missile launches
under UN Security Council res-
olutions. AFP
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Prime Minister Boris
Johnson will submit "final"

proposals for a new Brexit
agreement on Wednesday, offi-
cials said, warning that if the
European Union did not engage
with them, Britain would leave
the bloc this month with no
divorce deal.

Johnson will provide details
of what his Downing Street
office said was a "fair and rea-
sonable compromise" during
his closing speech to his
Conservative party's annual
conference in Manchester.

But a statement issued late
Tuesday stressed this was a
"final offer" and Johnson would
be keeping his pledge to leave
the EU on October 31, with or
without a deal. Johnson himself
told The Sun newspaper that he
had "10 days" to listen to EU
counter-offers and find a com-
promise.

"If there's a deal to be done,
it could be done in that time,"
said Johnson. "If there isn't, then
we'll know. That's the truth." 

Johnson, a leading "leave"
campaigner in the 2016 EU ref-
erendum, took office in July
vowing to deliver Brexit at the
end of this month in all cir-
cumstances. But like his pre-
decessor Theresa May, he has
struggled against a hostile par-
liament and the complexities of
untangling four decades of EU
integration.

Johnson has pledged to
renegotiate the exit terms May
agreed with Brussels, which
were rejected by the British par-
liament three times.

He is now focused on
replacing the controversial
"backstop", a longstanding
sticking point that aims to keep
an open border between British
Northern Ireland and EU
member Ireland after Brexit.

May's proposal would have

done this by keeping Britain in
an effective customs union
with the EU, which critics
argued would force London to
abide by the bloc's rules indef-
initely.

The Daily Telegraph news-
paper reported that Johnson
instead wants to keep Northern
Ireland in the EU's single mar-
ket until 2025, but in a customs
union with the rest of Britain.

This would potentially cre-
ate two new borders -- regulatory
checks between mainland Britain
and Northern Ireland along the
Irish Sea, and customs checks on
the island of Ireland itself.

After that, a new power-
sharing authority in Northern
Ireland would decide whether
to keep the region aligned with
EU or UK standards, the news-
paper said.

Johnson had earlier denied
a media report that he was
looking at installing customs
posts along the Irish border,

amid outrage from Dublin.
The issue is hugely controver-
sial, as the removal of border
posts was seen as key to bring-
ing peace to Northern Ireland
after three decades of violence
over British rule that left thou-
sands dead.

But Johnson said it was a
"reality" that there would have
to be checks somewhere after
Brexit.

Ireland's inital response to
Johnson's latest reported offer
was strongly negative.
"Certainly, the reports we're
hearing are concerning, to put
it mildly," Irish Deputy Prime
Minister Simon Coveney said
late Tuesday.

Coveney said Ireland could
not accept a time limit to any
border solution because there
was no guarantee that a new
and permanent EU-UK trade
agreement dealing with the
frontier could be reached with-
in a specific timeframe.
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Washington: NASA has released
recordings of eerie sounds on
Mars picked up by one of its mis-
sions to the Red Planet, the
InSight lander.

Far below the human range
of hearing, these recordings had
to be speeded up and slightly
processed to be audible through
headphones, NASA said on
Tuesday.

The spacecraft's exquisitely
sensitive seismometer, called the
Seismic Experiment for Interior
Structure (SEIS), can pick up
vibrations as subtle as a breeze.

The instrument was pro-
vided by the French space
agency, Centre National d'Etudes
Spatiales (CNES), and its part-
ners.

The instrument was
designed to listen for quakes on
Mars, known as marsquakes.

Scientists want to study how
the seismic waves of these quakes
move through the planet's inte-
rior, revealing the deep inner
structure of Mars for the first
time.

But after the seismometer
was set down by InSight's robot-
ic arm, Mars seemed shy. It did
not produce its first rumbling
until this past April, and this first
quake turned out to be an odd
duck.

It had a surprisingly high-
frequency seismic signal com-
pared to what the science team
has heard since then.

Out of more than 100 events
detected to date, about 21 are
strongly considered to be quakes,
NASA said.

The remainder could be
quakes as well, but the science
team hasn't ruled out other
causes. IANS
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The Chinese have either deployed
“intimidation” or their famed
cheque book diplomacy to “win”
over other nations towards their
own purposes. Both as an undis-

puted military and an economic powerhouse,
the options for Beijing vary from flexing its
military muscle (as done in the South China
Seas) or by ensnaring nations into econom-
ic bondage by pouring billions of dollars. Take
the example of the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), where a nation-sustaining
investment of up to $60 billion has been made
to Pakistan, whose economy is cash-starved
today. Often, there is a hybrid model in
between that entails the overlapping of the
commercial-military footprint through strate-
gic investments by China. 

The attempt to stitch together Chinese
presence along the crucial sea routes, pursuant
to the “String of Pearls” policy, is an ostensi-
bly commercial initiative, one that will sub-
sequently evolve into the invariable presence
of Chinese military’s boots on civilian ports
such as Djibouti. Wherever physical distance
still challenges the Chinese “supply chain abil-
ities” to maintain a viable military presence,
it can dominate the narrative by out-funding
other donor nations or organisations and
champion these distant lands, such as in the
African hinterland or Latin America. 

By punting in these distant lands, not
only does Beijing sustain captive sources for
raw materials and a ready market for its
Chinese end-products but also guarantees
invaluable political and diplomatic influence.
The importance of having such beholden
nations can be gauged from the fact that in
the high tables of international diplomacy,
like the United Nations, each country’s vote
counts as “one.” This theoretically makes the
vote of a country like Nauru, that has a pop-
ulation of less than 15,000 people, matter
as much as that of China with a population
of 1.5 billion.

One global theatre that was spared the
Chinese radar of urgency was the island
region of Polynesia, Micronesia and Melanesia
in the Pacific Ocean. The sheer distance, frag-
mentation and “non-threatening” idyll of
these small island nations ensured an isolat-
ed tropical paradise that was bereft of any
major geo-political or geo-strategic postur-
ing till now. In an increasingly interdependent
and interconnected global waterway of the
21st century, three factors have driven a sud-
den interest in this region of less than 2.5 mil-
lion inhabitants. 

First, the growing domestic aspirations
within these nations. Second, the strategic
relevance of individual nation “vote” in mul-
tilateral fora. And third, with increasing
reach of the Chinese military-economic
might, these nations offer a breakout
opportunity from the supposed “encir-
clement” of China, pitchforking these
island nations into the competitive calcu-
lus of Chinese hegemonic instincts. Even
these nations are creatively leveraging their

geographical position to
“counter-balance” the predom-
inant and historical Australian
tilt and influence in this region
to extract the maximum atten-
tion and benefit of competitive
bidding among regional powers.

However, among the fore-
most considerations for  Chinese
diplomacy is also the need to iso-
late and “compress” Taiwan inter-
nationally by “winning over”
those nations that still recognise
its official status. This ongoing
Chinese concern and project to
get nations to switch sides on the
Taiwan issue has accelerated in
recent times.  A record seven
countries switched sides since
2016. 

These Pacific island nations
have historically held a pro-
Taiwan position and they had
made a sizeable part of the 25-
odd countries that recognised it
till recently. Today the number to
do so is a mere 15 countries. The
latest ones to fall prey to the
Chinese “buyout” were the
Solomon Islands and Kiribati,
who were openly assured of
“unprecedented development
opportunities” in order to grease
the deal. The then Prime Minister
of Solomon Islands was candid
enough to admit that Taiwan was
“completely useless to us”, both
politically and economically. 

As part of the “switchover”
conditions, Kiribati had to sever
ties with Taiwan and re-establish
diplomatic relations with China.

Meanwhile, credible  rumours
abound in Kiribati about the
Chinese largesse in the pipeline,
which includes very soft loans
and a Boeing 737 to boot. The
Taiwanese are left high and dry,
fuming at the obvious play of the
Chinese cheque-book diploma-
cy that brooks no moral, histor-
ical or positional consideration. 

Traditional dominance of
former colonial powers, like
Australia, the US, France, New
Zealand and Japan in the region,
is increasingly diminished as the
Chinese go about hunting one
nation after the other. Beijing’s
flush treasury comes handy as
does the dispatch of an occasion-
al bomber flying overhead these
hapless countries. 

The Chinese footprint is vis-
ible in the under-developed oil-
fields of Sudan and as  investment
in freight train infrastructure in
Bolivia. Now the Pacific Island
countries are its new domain of
attention. All eyes are now in the
neighbouring rim of the remain-
ing Taiwanese allies in Palau,
Tuvalu, Nauru and Marshall
Islands to see if they, too, would
be enticed or coerced into aban-
doning Taipei and joining the
Chinese “bloc.”

That the Chinese “generos-
ity” never comes without strings
attached is something that these
nation states will invariably dis-
cover. The Sri Lankan experience
with Chinese investments to
develop the Hambantota Port

ultimately led to the surrender of
the same to Chinese authorities
for a lease of 99 years. The
Chinese bankrolling was also able
to overturn the Filipino bitterness
that had earlier led Manila to
lodge a case against China in the
International Court of Justice and
win the same. Almost immedi-
ately, the Philippines
Government incredulously
embraced the Chinese hand and
reneged on its historical relation-
ship with the US. 

Expectedly, large sums of
Chinese investments were
assured and all portents of tradi-
tional animosity buried. In reces-
sionary times like now, where
cash is the king, the ability of
China to impress the benefits of
joining its “bloc” via gargantuan
carrots like the “Belt and Road
Initiative” are immense. This
allows it the freedom to indulge
in profligate chequebook diplo-
macy that wins it an ever-increas-
ing kitty of vassal nations to do
its bidding. 

Counter-moves like the
Quadrilateral meet (QUAD),
enjoining the China-wary
nations like Japan, Australia,
India and the US, have yet to go
beyond the conceptual frame-
work and discussions as the
transactional dragon ensnares all,
anyhow and anywhere. 

(The writer, a military veter-
an, is a former Lt Governor of
Andaman & Nicobar Islands and
Puducherry)
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Sir — It was shocking to learn
about the two Dalit children, who
had to relieve themselves on a
road in Madhya Pradesh because
they had no toilet at home and
were beaten to death by two
upper caste men. This happened
at a time when the Centre was
preparing to declare India open-
defecation free. 

It is a fact that the two chil-
dren belonged to a poor family,
who could not afford getting a toi-
let constructed inside their house.
The panchayat had apparently
sanctioned a house with a toilet
for the family but the sarpanch,
a relative of the accused, had scut-
tled the proposal. Then who is
really at fault here? The authori-
ties or the children? Is it not the
responsibility of the authorities to
ensure that the poor have access
to basic facilities? 

This incident has also tar-
nished India’s reputation. Further,
one of the accused reportedly
declared that he had killed the
children as in his dreams, god had
commanded him to kill
“demons,” justifying monstrosity
in the garb of faith. Urgent steps
must be taken to educate people

who are falling prey to blind faith.
Open defecation is an old habit,
especially among those living in
rural areas. I recently discovered
that in Tamil Nadu, even well-off
families in villages consider it
unhygienic to have a toilet with-
in the premises of the house and
prefer open grounds for defeca-
tion. Clearly, a lot more needs to
be done to explain to the people

the need to change this practice.
TK Nandanan

Chennai
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Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Tame the flood fury” (September
1). The wrath of mother nature is
such that nobody, the rich or the

poor, is spared from the horrors
of climate change. That Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister Sushil
Kumar Modi and his family were
stranded and had to be rescued in
lifeboats depict just that.

The extended monsoon this
year has left behind a trail of
destruction with 1,685 deaths
being reported by 14 States till
September 30 and hundreds

still missing. 
Although there is no available

data on the extent of economic
damages, such episodes pose a
heavy economic burden for the
country.  Urban planning is in a
mess,  infrastructure is in sham-
bles and above all, there is no
dearth of governance. If indeed we
have to minimise our losses, we
must start preparing for such
weather events that bring only
destruction.

Anand
Via email
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Whither Gandhi? (September
2). It is indeed ironical that we are
celebrating Gandhi even as we
are busy destroying everything he
believed in and stood for. It is
time for us to reflect on why our
country has changed so 
drastically since Independence.
Only by ensuring that Gandhi’s
ideals come true can we truly cel-
ebrate him.

Manisha 
Via email
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Hai maujazan ek kulzum-e-khoon, kaash yahi ho.
Aata hai abhi dekhiye, kya kya merey aage.
(A turbulent sea of blood is before me. But see
what is coming ahead.)

—Mirza Ghalib

Iam in my sunset years (I just crossed 73) and
my remaining time will be spent on educat-
ing my fellow Indians (including non-resi-

dent Indians in America — where I am living
at present — who though very good in their
technical jobs, are gullible in other respects).

The crux of what I teach is this: There are
really two worlds. One is that of the developed,
highly industrialised countries like the US,
Europe, Japan, Australia and China and second
is that of the under-developed countries, includ-
ing India (which is perhaps the most developed
of the underdeveloped nations).

Our national aim must be to transform India
from the second world to the first. In other
words, from being an under-developed country,
we must make it a developed, highly industri-
alised one. This is necessary if we wish to abol-
ish poverty, unemployment, malnourishment,
lack of healthcare and good education and so on.
Because only a high-level and widespread
industry can generate the wealth needed to pro-
vide for the welfare of our people and create mil-
lions of jobs to wipe out unemployment.

But how is this to be done ? We no doubt
had a limited degree of industrialisation after
1947 but then the process stalled. And of late our
economy has tanked; the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) has declined to five per cent,
there have been massive retrenchments in the
auto, Information Technology (IT) and other
industries while real estate and power sectors are
in the dumps. In fact, it is to divert attention from
this economic crisis that the Government has
resorted to gimmicks like cow protection,
building the Ram temple, Yoga Day, Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan, abolition of Article 370, Howdy
Modi in Houston and so on. But economic slow-
downs cannot be wished away by such gimmicks
and stunts. 

One can win elections on the plank of
Hindutva (as happened in the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections) but one can’t live off it. One has to eat
food and to get food, one must have a job. But
jobs are getting less (as the National Sample
Survey, a Government of India organisation,
admitted recently). Twelve million Indian youth
are entering the job market every year but oppor-
tunities are drying up (due to manufacturing
decline). Consequently many Indian youths will
end up as criminals, beggars, hawkers or will end
their lives. I submit that the Indian people must
now make a choice: Either keep living in their
miserable conditions characterised by poverty,
unemployment, malnourishment (the highest in
the world, with every second Indian child mal-
nourished, as stated by the Global Hunger Index,
UNICEF), farmers’ distress and the consequent
unabated suicides, poor healthcare and educa-
tion for the masses, discrimination against
minorities, Dalits and so on. Or else, sacrifice
about 10 per cent of the 1,350 million popula-
tion in a gigantic, historical people’s revolution
which alone can destroy backwardness, the feu-

dal casteist and communal mindsets
and practices among our people. This
hydra-headed monster was obstruct-
ing any progress and keeping us
chained to poverty and other social
evils.

Many would say I am presenting a
horrible choice between the devil and
the deep sea and a cruel prognostica-
tion and augury. Do we really want our
135 million men, women and children
to rise up and set off a revolution? I am
not a bloodthirsty person and I wish
this great historical transformation
could take place peacefully. But 
unfortunately that is not how history
operates. 

Consider the experiences so far.
The transformation of feudal Europe
of the 16th century to a modern
Europe of the 19th century  was not
accomplished peacefully. It witnessed
wars, revolutions, chaos, massacres,
social churning, intellectual ferment
and so on. It was only after going
through that fire that modern society
emerged in Europe.

Similarly, after the Chinese
Revolution was completed in 1949, the
Chinese authorities made an investiga-
tion about how many people were
killed in this churning (which lasted for
a quarter of a century, from 1924 to
1949). It was found that about 10 per
cent of the then 550 million Chinese
people, which is about 50 million, were
killed. Similarly, about four of the then
40 million Vietnamese people were
killed in the liberation war in Vietnam,
which lasted from 1945 to 1975. So it

can be assumed that about 10 per cent
of the people are killed in a revolution.
For, after all, what is a historical rev-
olution? It is a period when the old
society and its values are being uproot-
ed and torn apart but new values have
not yet replaced them. Everything is in
ferment, in chaos. 

Can this be a peaceful affair? Not
at all. The reactionary  elements in the
old order will fiercely oppose any
change, as happened in France in the
period prior to the 1789 Revolution
and even during the one in Vendee in
1793. And many of the ordinary peo-
ple in society, being conservative by
nature, will oppose any fundamental
change. In India, most people still have
casteist and communal mindsets, and
to replace that by modern minds is 10
times more difficult than changing the
physical environment.

In India, all our State institutions
have collapsed and become hollow and
empty shells. We adopted the parlia-
mentary system of democracy but
this has degenerated into caste and
communal vote banks, as everyone
knows. Casteism and communalism
are feudal forces, which must be
destroyed if India is to progress but
parliamentary democracy  further
entrenches them. So we have to replace
parliamentary democracy by another
system which enables us to rapidly
progress. 

Today, India has two of the three
pre-requisites to becoming a modern
industrial giant, like China, namely a
huge pool of technical talent (our IT

engineers are manning Silicon Valley,
and many Indians are professors in
Science, Maths and Engineering
Departments in American
Universities), and immense natural
resources. What it lacks is the third pre-
requisite — a modern, patriotic polit-
ical leadership. Without this, our
transformation from the second to the
first world is impossible.

Unfortunately, the political leaders
in India today rely either on caste or
religion for winning elections. Taking
advantage of the fact that our society
is still semi-feudal, with rampant
casteism and communalism, they
polarise society further and spread
caste and religious hatred to get votes.
Being mostly corrupt, they have no
idea of how to solve our massive eco-
nomic problems but are experts in
manipulating caste and communal
votebanks. Obviously such people are
unfit to transform India into a mod-
ern, highly industrialised country. 

It is only modernist, selfless and
patriotic leaders who can solve India’s
massive socio-economic problems.
Who these movers  will be, when will
the revolution which they will lead
occur, what form it will take is impos-
sible to predict. But about one thing
there can be no doubt: The next two
decades in our country will be very tur-
bulent and bloody. As the great Urdu
poet Mirza Ghalib said, “Aata hai abhi
dekhiye kya kya mere aage. (I wonder
what lies ahead of me.)”

(The writer is a former judge of the
Supreme Court of India)
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�������������������� Indo-Bangladesh relations will get
a boost with the visit of our neigh-
bouring country’s Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina to India, beginning
today. This will be the first visit by
Hasina after the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) formed the
Government for the second consec-
utive time at the Centre. The visit
comes at a time when the relations
between the two neighbours are a bit
strained over the National Register of
Citizens (NRC) in Assam and
Bangladesh nurturing defence ties
with China. There are concerns that
such issues will affect the relationship
between the two nations who have
historic linkages. 

Hasina’s visit provides both New
Delhi and Dhaka the opportunity to

dispel any prevailing doubts about the
future of the relationship and highlight
the importance India gives to its
friendship with Bangladesh. Indo-
Bangladesh relations made significant
progress under Hasina’s decade-long
rule that began with her second term
as Prime Minister in 2009. At present,
except for some minor irritants, the
alliance between New Delhi and
Dhaka is said to be at an all-time high
and India considers Bangladesh a
trusted friend and partner in the
neighbourhood. 

After the Uri attacks, our
Government used all possible avenues
to try and isolate Pakistan diplomat-
ically. As part of that strategy, it
refused to attend the 2016 SAARC
summit in Islamabad and was sup-
ported  by Bangladesh. Dhaka was
also the first nation to back New
Delhi’s entry as an observer in the
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation
in 2018, a club open only to Muslim-
majority countries. 

Recently, after the promulgation
of Article 370 and the anti-India pro-
paganda by Pakistan and radical
groups, Bangladesh echoed our stance

that Kashmir was our internal matter.
Again, on the NRC, an initiative pri-
marily undertaken to identify infiltra-
tors from Bangladesh into Assam, the
Hasina government refrained from
indulging in any negative comments
in public. 

India and Bangladesh share a
deep sense of bonhomie, especially
at the Governmental  level.
Nevertheless, rising scepticism
among the people, particularly in
Bangladesh, cannot be overlooked.
It is an area that demands in-depth
introspection as the importance of
public opinion in influencing
Government policies is established. 

In Bangladesh, reasons for appre-
hensions among the masses include
the pendency of the Teesta River
water-sharing agreement since 2011.
India refrained from signing it during
former Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh’s visit after West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee objected to
the draft agreed upon by the two
countries. The delay in the signing of
the agreement substantially hurt
India’s credibility in the eyes of com-
mon Bangladeshis. 

Again, India’s initial reluctance in
taking a firm stance on Rohingya
refugees, a vital issue for Bangladesh
inundated by the influx of refugees,
further dented public perception.
India being a regional power, expec-
tations from it are always high and any
fall from them leads to resentment
among the people. The most promi-
nent and recent case is India’s disjoint-
ed response on the NRC, where one
of the arms of the Government
assured that none would be deport-
ed to Bangladesh while another
repeatedly expressed its resolve to
deport Bangladeshis and referred to
migrants as a security threat. Besides,
the venom spewed against
Bangladeshis by some political lead-
ers close to the ruling dispensation,
who equated them to “termites”, has
added to the people’s apprehensions. 

Similarly, people in India have
been watching Bangladesh’s growing
ties with China closely, especially in
defence cooperation. In particular,
Bangladesh’s recent contract to
China for construction of a subma-
rine dockyard has raised eyebrows in
India because the feeling on the

ground is that such contracts always
have some strategic consideration.
This unease is despite the fact that
during her July visit to China, Sheikh
Hasina categorically mentioned that
her nation’s relationship with Beijing
is economic and with New Delhi, it
is organic and cannot be measured
by any monetary benefits. 

In the backdrop of these niggling
issues, Hasina’s visit signifies the spe-
cial relationship the two countries
share. During her stay, she will be
discussing a wide range of issues of
bilateral, regional and international
importance with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. 

A deepening economic cooper-
ation is also an important aspect as
Hasina will be accompanied by a
large delegation of businessmen. In
addition, she will participate in the
India Economic Summit, organised
by the World Economic Forum. So
one hopes that the two neighbours
will put a salve on any wounds before
they fester. 

(The writer is a Senior Fellow at the
Observer Research Foundation and
views expressed are personal)
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Ahmedabad: India's stature is
rising on the world stage and a
glimpse of the respect the coun-
try has globally was seen during
the 'HowdyModi' event in
Houston, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said here on
Wednesday.

The world can see that India
is at the forefront of several pos-
itive changes taking place at the
world stage, he said, during an
event organised by BJP's state
unit to felicitate him for his
speech at the UN General
Assembly. "At the Houston pro-
gramme, Republicans and
Democrats spoke. Their attend-
ing the HowdyModi event was
very special," he said.

"The fact that India always
believes in taking everyone along
has also been noted," Modi said.
"Respect for India is increasing
all over. One can experience the
change," he added.

A large poster of of Modi
and US President Donald
Trump was put up on stage.

"The strength and the value
of Indian passport has increased.
The world sees those holding
Indian passport with respect,"

Modi said.
Modi said 'HowdyModi' has

become a talking point among
all world leaders he met after the
event. "The fact that the US
President came to the Indian
event and stayed there for such
a long time was great. After
speeches, when I requested him,
he came for a round of stadium
without considering security
protocol. I thank him and all
those who organised the event,"
Modi said.

"In a way, the world is look-
ing at India with great eagerness.
The world was curious about
India, a huge country with a
vibrant democracy and it is
hopeful that India's participation
will be most significant when-
ever there are opportunities to
bring about global changes," he

said.
India has the capacity to

take the world together due to
our ideals, behaviour and cul-
ture, he said.

Modi also referred to his
2014 proposal in the UN for the
International Yoga Day, which
he said was passed in the short-
est time.

He said during his US visit,
Mahatma Gandhi was given
"real tribute" by world leaders at
the United Nations.

"Gandhi was with us, is
with us and will be there for
future generations," he said.

Modi also spoke of the
"immense enthusiasm" at the
UN for Mahatma Gandhi's
150th birth anniversary cele-
brations.

"Take any problem the
world faces, the teachings of
Mahatma Gandhi offer solutions
to those challenges," he said.

Singers of over 150 coun-
tries rendered Gandhiji's famous
'Vaishnav Jan..' bhajan in their
language, Modi said. These
singers tried to understand the
feeling, meaning and message of
the song, he said.  PTI
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Kolkata: Processions and com-
memorative events on
Wednesday marked the sesqui-
centennial of Mahatma Gandhi
in West Bengal, where parties
cutting across political lines
fought over the legacy of the
Father of the Nation.

Since morning various pro-
grams like mass prayers and
processions were organised in
various parts of state and the
city to mark the occasion.

A programme was held at
the Gandhi Ghat in neigh-
bouring Barrackpore. In several
parts of the city several non
governmental organisations
along with children and foot-
path dwellers organised mock
khadi spinning programmes
and sang bhajans associated
with Gandhiji.

Paying her homage to
Mahatma Gandhi on his 150th
birth anniversary at Mayo Road
here, West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee in
an apparent reference to BJP
leadership said the leader of the
country should follow the
Gandhian principles and take
people of every religion and

community along with him.
"Not only us but the entire

world has learnt from
Gandhiji's principles of non-
violence, satyagraha and peace.
We(TMC) don't want to advise
others, but we will just say that
the leader of the country
should be like Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose and Mahatma
Gandhi, who had led the nation
by taking along with them
people of all communities,
castes and religions," Banerjee
said.

She said the historic
Gandhi Bhavan located at
Beleghata area in the city where
the nationalist leader had stayed
during Independence 1947 to
protest against communal riots
in the city has been renovated
and developed into a museum
by the state government.

It was inaugurated during
the day.

Rare photographs captur-
ing Mahatma Gandhi's 1947
stay at Beleghata and articles
used by him during the period
will be on display at the newly
opened museum.

The Bengal Congress unit

took out a padyatra in the city
and various parts of the state
with posters and placards on
Gandhiji to mark the day.

West Bengal PCC president
Somen Mitra, who participat-
ed in a march organized by the
party from Subodh Mullick
Square to Gandhi statue at
Mayo Road in the city, used the
occasion to lash out at the BJP
government at the Centre over
its proposal to update NRC
across the country.

"Both TMC and BJP gov-
ernments at the state and at the
Centre respectively are unable
to understand the principles
and ideology of Mahatma
Gandhi. So they should stop
pretending about respecting
Gandhiji and his struggle. Only
those (political parties) who
don't understand Gandhiji talk
about about NRC, driving out
Muslims and communal divide
in the country," Mitra told
reporters.

Gandhiji had throughout
his life fought for communal
harmony. "But those in power
at the state and the Centre are
determined to destroy that

harmony to serve their politi-
cal purpose," he said.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah had on Tuesday at
a seminar here asserted that the
NRC is "a must" for national
security and will be imple-
mented but made it clear that
Hindu, Sikh, Jain and Buddhist
refugees will be granted Indian
citizenship beforehand with
the passage of the Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill.

Reacting to Mitra's state-
ment, BJP national secretary
Rahul Sinha said Congress
should stop behaving as if
Gandhiji is the "personal fief-
dom" of the Congress party.

"Mahatma Gandhi is the
father of the nation. Gandhiji is
not a personal fiefdom of
Congress party or its first fam-
ily - the Nehru-Gandhi family.

"Since Independence they
(Congress) had tried to create
this impression as Gandhiji
and Congress are synonymous.
We don't need to take lessons
on Gandhiji from the
Congress," Sinha hit back.

The BJP organised Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan (cleanliness

drive) on the day.
TMC secretary general

Partha Chatterjee said the party
has been at the forefront in the
fight against communal politics
and had opposed the imple-
mentation of NRC across the
country.

Last week, West Bengal
government had directed the
heads of all primary and sec-
ondary schools to observe the
150th birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi in their
premises.

The schools organised
national flag hoisting cere-
monies, rallies, cultural pro-
grammes and seminars on
Gandhi Jayanti. Some schools
also held programmes on
Gandhiji's thoughts on non-
violence, peace, patriotism,
communal harmony and uni-
versal brotherhood through
events. The heads of the
schools have been asked to
encourage the participation of
guardians and locals in the cir-
cle-level programmes that will
be continued throughout the
year, a senior state government
official said.  PTI
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Jajpur: A newborn baby girl was rescued
from a garbage bin in a community health
centre in Odisha's Jajpur district on
Wednesday, police said.

The newborn baby was found aban-
doned in a garbage bin in the Madhuban
Community Health Centre (CHC) premis-
es under Kuakhia area, said Inspector In-
Charge of Kuakhia Police station, Manoj
Kumar Swain.

A sweeper, who had come to collect the
waste from the bin, first noticed the baby
inside the bin on Wednesday morning. He
immediately informed the authorities of the
health centre.

A doctor on duty of the CHC along
with other staff of the health centre rushed
to the spot and rescued the baby from the
garbage bin 

in a critical condition, the IIC said.
After primary treatment at the CHC,

the doctor shifted her to the Jajpur District
Headquarters Hospital (DHH).

The CHC authorities also informed the
Child Welfare Committee about the new-
born baby. On getting information, Jajpurs
District CWC team arrived at the district
hospital and inquired about the condition
of the newborn baby.

From the DHH, the baby was again
shifted to Sishu Bhawan in Cuttack as her
condition deteriorated this afternoon,
police said. PTI
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 Jammu: Reaching out to the people

of Kashmir with the message "every
Kashmiri is ours", BJP national gen-
eral secretary Ram Madhav on
Wednesday assured them that the
Modi government has taken up the
responsibility to safeguard their
interests on land and culture.

He termed Article 370 "anti-peo-
ple and biggest hurdle" in the devel-
opment of Jammu and Kashmir,
trashing the allegation the provision
was revoked to own the land but not
the people. He said only 200-250
people are in preventive detention
and that this was temporary.

Madhav said scrapping Article
370, which gave special status to
Jammu and Kashmir, has started a
new chapter of development based
on Mahatma Gandhi's ideals of non-
violence and unity.

"The interest of the people of
Jammu and Kashmir, their land,
their culture and their development,
whatever is their interest, the full
responsibility of safeguarding these
(interests) is taken up by the gov-
ernment led by Modiji," he said at an
event here.

He said there is no reason to
doubt it.

"This step has been taken in the
interest of the people of Kashmir. In
the name of Gandhiji, this govern-

ment is dedicated to people," he said.
The BJP leader said the govern-

ment's steps with regard to Kashmir
are meant to ensure peace, progress
and development for each and every
member of the last village in
Kashmir.

"This is reason for Modi ji to take
such steps. For us, every Kashmiri is
a member of the family of this
country," he added.

Trying to strike a chord with the
people of Kashmir, Madhav said
every Kashmiri is theirs and every
step is taken to change their destiny.

"When we say Jammu and
Kashmir is ours, it does not mean
only land is ours. We say every
Kashmir is ours," he said.

Madhav said Jammu and
Kashmir has entered a new era after

the abrogation of Article 370. "The
step that should have normally been
taken seven decades ago is being
taken by Modiji after 72 years," he
said, adding J&K is now a full-
fledged part of India, like any other
state.

Calling on the people to start a
new chapter of development in
Jammu and Kashmir based on
Gandhi's ideals of non-violence and
unity, he said they should move for-
ward to achieve new heights.

On the detentions, he said 200-
250 people are in preventive custody
and it is a temporary measure. "They
will get back their political rights
when situation will become con-
ducive. They will soon come out. It
is the administration (which will)
decide it," he said.

He said it is important for them
to ensure "free flow" of political rights
for each and every person, even in
villages, not just about rights of
some selected people.

"It is with this aim to provide
political rights to all people that we
have to put some people in detention.
It is done for a big aim," he added.

He said whatever measures have
been taken are temporary.

"This (J&K) will be a full-fledged
state and will move forward on the
path of development," he said.  PTI
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Thiruvananthapuram: Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
on Wednesday said the people
who assassinated the Father of
the Nation are trying to make
Mahatma Gandhi their own
and interpret his statements in
their favour.

The CPI(M) leader's
remarks came as the BJP and its
rival parties battled to claim
Gandhi's legacy on his 150th
birth anniversary.

Paying homage to the Father
of the Nation, Vijayan said the
India that Gandhi fought for was
an inclusive one, where no one
was considered a pariah.

In a Facebook post, he said
the values that Gandhi upheld
remain relevant even after a cen-
tury. "But today some are trying
to take the country backwards
from Gandhi's ideals."

"Those who assassinated
Gandhi are trying to make
Gandhi their own. They are try-
ing to interpret Gandhi's state-
ments in their favour," Vijayan
wrote.

In this context, this year's
Gandhi Jayanti had assumed
greater significance, he said.

Vijayan, who paid floral
tributes to Mahatma Gandhi at
Kerala House in New Delhi,
urged people to pledge them-
selves to safeguard his ideals.

"Mahatma's life has given us
a moral imperative, to uphold
the 

secular founding values of
our republic.

"The India he fought for was
an inclusive one, where no one
was considered a pariah. Let's
pledge ourselves to uphold those
ideals," Vijayan said in his post.

Kerala Governor Arif
Mohammad Khan paid tributes
to the Father of the Nation at the
Gandhi statue inside the leg-

islative complex here.
"... Today, 2nd October, is

the 150th anniversary of the
birth of the Mahatma, whose
message of  non-violence con-
tinues to guide us," Khan tweet-
ed.

The Kerala Pradesh
Congress Committee arranged
state-wide programmes and all-
religion prayers along with
padayatras to commemorate
the occasion.

Congress Working
Committee (CWC) member A
K Antony flagged-off the
Thiruvananthapuram leg of the
padayatra.

Leader of the Opposition in
the State Assembly Ramesh
Chennithala and state Congress
chief Mullappally
Ramachandran launched foot
marches from Ernakulam and
Kozhikode respectively.

Among various pro-
grammes across the state, the
National Institute of Speech and
Hearing (NISH) organised a
visual representation of the
favourite bhajans of Mahatma
Gandhi in Indian Sign Language
(ISL) here.  PTI

Kohima: Nagaland Chief
Minister Neiphiu Rio on
Wednesday picked up plastic
waste from a road here with a
pair of tongs and launched a
statewide mass campaign
'Shramdaan' (voluntary work)
to do away with single-use
plastic from the state.

He was also joined by his
cabinet colleagues and MLAs
on the occasion of 150th birth
anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi.

The state was also declared
as open defecation free (ODF)
on Wednesday.

The advisor for urban
development and municipal
affairs departments, MLA Dr
Neikiesalie, Nicky Kire,
declared the state as ODF, in
presence of the chief minister
here at a function that was
organised by the state's urban
development department.

Addressing a gathering,
Rio said, the mass collection of
plastic waste across the state is
in accordance with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
appeal to keep the environment
clean and also do away with
single-use plastic, particularly
in urban areas and make India
a plastic-free country.

"God has created our plan-
et so beautifully. Mother Earth
can provide for our needs but
cannot satisfy our greed.
Because of our greed, we have
come to face many problems,
including climate change and
man-made disasters, he said.

The chief minister said
that it is very easy to blame the
government for not cleaning
the town but everything
depends on the people.

He appealed to all the cit-
izens of Kohima and Dimapur
to lead the way in keeping the
city clean.

Later, Rio along with his
cabinet colleagues and MLAs
launched three central flagship
programmes such as Kohima
Smart City Mission, Swachh
Bharat Mission (Urban) and
Pradhaan Mantri Awas Yojana
- Housing for All (Urban) at the
NBCC Convention Centre
here.

"Today, there are very seri-
ous issues confronting the
urban dwellers unlike before,"
he said, adding that in
Nagaland, there are many set-
tlements in the process of tran-
sition.

On the occasion, the chief
minister also released an anti-
plastic theme song and a 100
days promotional video.

He also distributed cloth
bags among people.

He also launched five water
ATMs for public use, flagged
off 11 sanitation vehicles for
urban local bodies under the
'Swachh Bharat Mission'
(Urban).

"As responsible citizens,
we have to learn to manage our
wastes," Rio said.

All these efforts will go a
long way in ensuring better
quality of life and ease of living
to the urban dwellers, the chief
minister added.  PTI
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Patna: The high court's stay
on demolition of the cen-
turies-old Patna Collectorate
has come as a "ray of hope" to
people striving for its preser-
vation and on the 150th birth
anniversary of the Mahatma,
they urged authorities to link
the landmark with a Gandhi
tourism circuit.

Some iconic scenes in
Richard Attenborough's
Oscar-winning 'Gandhi' were
filmed at the collectorate,
whose Dutch-era Record
Room was doubled up as
Motihari jail, while British-
built DM Office building was
shown as a court in the movie.

Gandhi's sesquicentenary
evoked the memories of the
shooting of the fill in early
1980s.

"People have been appeal-
ing to the Bihar government to

save the collectorate and use it
as a cultural space, but the gov-
ernment has been adamant
about its demolition plan. The
stay by the Patna High Court
has sent a wave of confidence
among heritage lovers," said
Anjum Abdin, a city resident.

"Had it not been for a sus-
tained people's movement
running for around three-
and-a-half years to save and
preserve it, perhaps the his-
toric Patna Collectorate would
not have witnessed this land-
mark 150th anniversary of
Gandhiji today," he said.

Many residents still fond-
ly recall the crowd outside the
Record Room or the artificial
rain being created in front of
the DM Office during the
shooting of the biopic.

US-based professional
Twisha Chandra, who hails

from Patna, and also a mem-
ber of the Executive
Committee of London-based
Gandhi Foundation, recently
visited her hometown, and
feels the struggle to save the
collectorate is "bearing fruits".

"The collectorate was
neglected during the huge
Champaran Satyagrah cente-
nary celebrations in 2017
organised by the Bihar gov-
ernment. Now that the court
has stayed its demolition, the
government should see the
merit in its preservation. And,
instead of planning to knock
it down, it can link it to
Gandhi circuit to promote
tourism," she said.

Entire world is marking
Gandhi's 150th anniversary
and hopefully the court's final
verdict will remove the wreck-
ing ball dangling over it.

"On the 150th anniversary,
a memorial plaque outside
the building could have been
put up as part of an overall
plan to bring the landmark on
the tourism map. In fact, the
Bihar government should have
restored and gifted the build-
ing to the city on the occa-
sion," Chandra said.

Incidentally, the Gandhi
Foundation in 2016, in a let-
ter to Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar, had appealed to pre-
serve the collectorate and also
suggested linking the heritage
building with the Gandhi
tourism circuit.

The government's deci-
sion in early 2016 to demolish
the collectorate to make way
for a high-rise complex had
triggered a public outcry.

A civil society-led cam-
paign 'Save Historic Patna

Collectorate', started in April
the same year, too urged the
Bihar government to link the
collectorate on the banks of
Ganges to a tourism circuit.

"The place could be
reimagined as a cafe, library,
museum and a performing
arts centre. And, the Oscar-
winning biopic connection
should be promoted," said J K
Lall, a veteran architect and
convener of INTACH Patna
Chapter.

The Indian National Trust
for Art and Culture
(INTACH) had filed two PILs,
after which the court stayed
the proposed demolition of the
government complex while
restraining the state authorities
from "causing any harm to the
collectorate building until fur-
ther orders".

Anil Kumar, professor of

Ancient Indian History at
Visva Bharati University in
Santiniketan, West Bengal,
also backed the idea of linking
the collectorate with the
Gandhi circuit.

"Development should
mean a harmonious balance of
old and modern. Patna being
an over 2,500-year-old city
has layers of history, from
ancient to modern, and her-
itage should not be replaced to
bring modernity," he said.

Aditya Jalan, a heritage
enthusiast and resident of the
iconic Quila House in old
Patna, said, "Patna should
boast its Oscar connection".

"Tourists go on 'Harry
Potter' and 'Game of Thrones'
trails and countries where
they were filmed are show-
casing it. Why can't Patna do
the same?" he said. PTI
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Lucknow: The actual reason
for holding a special session of
Uttar Pradesh legislature to
mark Mahatma Gandhi's 150th
birth anniversary is not to
deliberate on his works but to
hide the failures of the BJP gov-
ernment, BSP president
Mayawati on Wednesday
claimed.

In a tweet, she said,
"Convening a special session of
the UP Legislative Assembly
on Gandhiji 's 150 birth
anniversary is not to deliber-
ate on his works but to hide the
failures of its government by
the BJP. This is why BSP has
deployed its MLAs in the real
public service to help the flood

victims."
Mayawati was apparently

referring to the absence of her
party legislators from the spe-
cial 36-hour-long session.

In a dig at the Congress
over its silent march by
Congress on Gandhi Jayanti,
she said, "In spite of being in
power for the longest time in
various states including Uttar
Pradesh and Centre, when
Congress party could not
realise Gandhiji's dreams even
a little bit then what can they
now do by holding padyatra
while being out of power. The
same situation is being seen of
the BJP. Public needs to remain
vigilant."  PTI
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Jammu: Facing arrest for alleged
links with Hizbul Mujahideen
terror outfit, a senior J-K
Congress leader's brother
Mohammad Shafi Saroori on
Wednesday refuted the charges
and claimed the case against him
was "politically motivated".

In a statement, Shafi Saroori,
brother of the party's state vice
president and former minister
Ghulam Mohammad Saroori,
alleged the registration of FIR
against him was aimed at
maligning him and his family
and said he is ready for a free and
fair probe.

He said he is hopeful that
truth will prevail once such an
investigation is conducted.

Shafi Saroori is among the
dozen people booked in two
separate FIRs for their alleged
links with Hizbul Mujahideen
terror outfit in Kishtwar district
of Jammu and Kashmir.

While six persons who were
named in one of the FIRs regis-
tered last week were arrested, six
others including the Congress
leader's brother are at large and
efforts are on to nab them, offi-
cials said.

Saroori, a businessman and
former Sarpanch, said he was in
the category of protected per-
sons till last year before his secu-
rity was withdrawn by the pre-
vious government.

"I strongly refute the alle-
gations levelled against me in the
FIR No: 229/2019,” he said in a
statement here, adding he and
his family had undergone trau-
ma since last more than six years
as his wife was suffering from
cancer and had to travel for
treatment outside the state.

“The house which Kishtwar
police had claimed to have used
by the militants was abandoned
by the family way back. It is

occupied by tenants, including
non-Muslims and police per-
sonnel over the last over six
years,” Saroori said.

He said he is open to a free
and fair probe as “I have no link
with any militant or militant
organization. I am hopeful that
the truth will prevail once the
free and fair investigation is con-
ducted”.

As per the FIR
(No:229/2019) lodged in
Kishtwar police station on the
weekend, the officials said Shafi
and five others -- Masood
Ahmad Mattoo, Mohammad
Muzaffar Shah, Ghulam
Mohammad, Tawseef Ahmad
Gandna and Syed Ahmad –
were accused of providing shel-
ter and transport to active ter-
rorists of Hizbul Mujahideen to
carry out their activities.

They were also charged
with conspiring with terrorists to

harm the integrity of the nation
besides providing information
on security installations to the
terrorists including Mohammad
Amin alias “Jehangir Saroori” to
carry out attacks, the officials
said adding they were booked
under various sections of
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act. In the second FIR
(230/2019), six persons – Nissar
Ahmad Rather, Kousar
Hussain,Liyaqat Ali,
Mohammad Muzaffar Sheikh,
Asif Hussain and Imtiyaz
Ahmad Bhat – who were facing
similar charges - were arrested,
the officials said.

After being declared ter-
rorism-free over a decade ago,
Kishtwar district was rocked by
killings of four persons includ-
ing a senior BJP leader and an
RSS functionary and two
weapons snatching incidents
since November last year. PTI
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Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar lost his cool in the

face of persistent queries from
a journalist about inundation of
many parts of Patna due to
heavy rains and shot back ask-
ing whether there was similar
outrage when Mumbai suf-
fered a deluge and floods dis-
rupted normal life in the US.

The incident took place late
Tuesday night when Kumar
while wading through knee-
deep water was approached with
questions from a posse of jour-
nalists when he was surveying
the inundated areas of the city.

As he began explaining at
length how the State's northern
districts had experienced flash
floods as early as in July, fol-
lowed by a dry spell leading to
a drought-like situation until it
was ravaged by torrents last
week, a journalist from the
national Capital who was here
to cover the situation tried to
cut him short.

While Kumar was visibly
irritated, the interjection was
resented by the local journal-
ists who quarreled with the vis-
iting scribe. They were heard
shouting Have you come here
to gain prominence for your-
self? This is not your Delhi stu-
dio. We are based in Bihar and
please let us have the Chief

Ministers soundbite.
When the commotion sub-

sided after a few minutes,
Kumar resumed speaking
about how the latest disaster
was in a way connected to the
problem of climate change,
which his Government was
doing its bit to tackle.

Kumar was then inter-
rupted again by the journalist
who sought to draw his atten-
tion to the sufferings of people
living in water-logged areas of
the city for the past few days.

He began explaining the
topography of the city, where
the worst affected localities like
Rajendra Nagar were low-lying
areas and urged for an "honest
appraisal of the Government's
efforts and a proper study of the
factors responsible for the cur-
rent situation.

When the reporter contin-
ued to ask questions on top of

her voice on what his govern-
ment did to change things
after having ruled the state for
close to 15 years, Kumar
snapped I would like to know
whether water-logging in Patna
has been the biggest problem.
How much concern was shown
when Mumbai and America
were water-logged?

You people have failed to
even contribute towards raising
public awareness, Kumar said
turning away amid protesta-
tions by the scribe who shout-
ed raising public awareness is
what we are trying to do. Please
answer the questions. Look at
this girl shouting here. The
local representative of her
channel is nowhere to be seen
and she has been sent from
outside to create mischief, he
remarked sardonically as he
was led towards his vehicle by
the security personnel on duty. 
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Begusarai (Bihar): The BJP-led
NDA in Bihar, which has been
ruling the State for about a
decade and a half, owes an apol-
ogy to the people of Patna who
have been reeling from inun-
dation following heavy rain,
Union Minister Giriraj Singh
said here on Wednesday.

The firebrand BJP leader
also attacked the Nitish Kumar
Government saying an alert
had been sounded ahead of the
downpour but it failed to ensure
attentiveness in the adminis-
trative machinery, which could
have lessened the severity of the
crisis.

"It is not a failure of the peo-
ple of Patna. It is our failure.
Residents of the city have
reposed so much of trust in the
NDA, especially the BJP. We
owe an apology to them," said
Singh who is the Lok Sabha MP
of Begusarai in Bihar.

Singh, a former member of
the Nitish Kumar Cabinet, is a
known detractor of the Chief
Minister and his deputy Sushil
Kumar Modi, a senior BJP
leader. "The Government issued
an alert asking the people to be
on guard. But was it on guard
itself? Had it been so, people
would not have been com-
pelled to suffer so much of mis-
ery," he said. On Tuesday also,
the BJP leader accused the State

Government of corruption in
flood relief and claimed that
"floods seem to have become an
occasion for celebration for the
State administration".

Patna has been a BJP
stronghold since the 1980s
when Lalu Prasad's RJD held
sway over Bihar. In the 2015
Assembly polls, which the BJP-
led coalition lost badly to the
Grand Alliance then comprising
Nitish Kumar's JD(U), RJD and
Congress, all the four seats that
cover the city were bagged by
the saffron party.

BJP legislators who have
won from the city include State
Minister Nand Kishore Yadav,
while Sushil Modi  who is now
a Legislative Council member,
was a four-term MLA from the
now-abolished Patna Central
constituency. The State capital
was pounded by 342.5 mm of
rainfall between September 27
and 30, as against the state aver-
age of 255 mm, an official
release said. At least 42 people
have died in rain-related inci-
dents in the entire state during
the period following torrential
showers. PTI
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While top brass of the two
mainstream regional par-

ties, National Conference and
PDP, continue to remain under
detention in Kashmir valley,
Jammu & Kashmir Government
late on Tuesday night ended
political detentions of handful of
Jammu-based leaders after 58
long days with an aim to kick
start political activities ahead of
Block Development Council
polls beginning October 24.

The timing of the release of
these leaders, representing dif-
ferent political parties, clearly
indicated that the Government
was keen on shoring up its own
image by sending a clear mes-
sage to the outside world that the
democracy was flourishing at
the grass roots level and 'all is
well' in the State.

Ironically, these leaders were
let off with a clear cut warning
not to trigger any political storm
by making irresponsible state-
ments aimed at provoking pub-
lic mood in the region.

Official sources said,
"Leaders from the National
Conference (NC), Congress and
Jammu & Kashmir National
Panthers Party (JKNPP) in
Jammu have been freed from
their house detention". They
were placed under preventive
detention since August 5 after
the abrogation of Article 370.

NC leaders Devender Singh
Rana and SS Salathia, Congress's
Raman Bhalla and JKNPP
leader Harshdev Singh along
with others were put under
house arrest in Jammu and
were barred from attending
political functions and visiting
party offices.

Meanwhile, political leaders,
who were detained for last 58
days in Jammu, Wednesday vis-
ited their party offices in Jammu
and held informal discussions
on the sidelines of tribute cere-
monies on the occasion of 150
th Birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi.

Speaking to The Pioneer,
former Congress MLC and
party spokesman Ravinder
Sharma said, "it is very unfor-
tunate that the Government has
decided to hold BDC polls with-
out consulting leaders of main-
stream Opposition parties in the
State". Sharma also accused BJP
of grabbing power at the grass
roots level by holding these
BDC polls on party lines.

He said, for last two months
BJP leaders were holding polit-
ical functions and preparing
for their BDC polls but we were
even prevented from holding
regular press briefings in party
offices.  Sharma said, "majority
of senior party leaders from
Kashmir valley continue to
remain under detention and
under these circumstances  the

government is proceeding fur-
ther to hold these BDC polls".

Senior National Conference
leader and close aide of Omar
Abdullah, Devender Singh Rana
claimed, "he will first meet
senior party leaders in Sher-e-
Kashmir Bhawan on Thursday
before interacting with the
media". PDP leader Daman
Bhasin told The Pioneer," the
Government is making mockery
of the whole election process by
going ahead without releasing
mainstream political leaders
currently under detention. At
present Omar Abdullah and
Farooq Abdullah, PDP's
Mehbooba Mufti, former
Cabinet Ministers, J&K People's
Conference's Sajjad Gani Lone
and many others continue to
remain under house arrest in
Kashmir valley.

Bhasin claimed, as per
guidelines of the Election
Commission of India, the State
president of a regional party is
authorised to give mandate to
party candidates to fight elec-
tions. He said, in the absence of
party chiefs who will give man-
date to party leaders to contest
BDC polls in Jammu &
Kashmir. Jammu & Kashmir
National Panthers party leader
Harsh Dev Singh said, "the
credibility of BDC polls is
under scanner". He said, the sit-
uation is not conducive to hold
polls in the State. 
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Senior BJP leader and former
Minister Eknath Khadse —

who has gone ahead and filed his
nomination for the State
Assembly polls despite his name
not figuring in the first list of 125
candidates released by his party
— does not seem to be in a
mood to relent. He has indicat-
ed that if denied the party tick-
et, he would turn a rebel in the
polls.

A day after he filed his
nomination from his home con-
stituency of Muktai Nagar in
Jalgaon district of Maharashtra,
Khadse told local media persons
on Wednesday: “If I am denied
ticket by my party, people are
with me. I also expect co-oper-
ation from you (media)”.     

F i f t y - s e ve n - ye ar- o l d
Khadse, who has gone into
sulking mood ever since his

name did not figure in the first
list of party candidates released
by the BJP on Tuesday, said: “I
have been working honestly for
the party for the last 42 years.
Never once have I betrayed the
party, despite the fact that I
received offers from other polit-
ical parties. Because of allega-
tions made against me by some
people, I was kept out of the State
Cabinet for three years despite
my having done anything
wrong”

“I will definitely ask my
party leaders as to what wrong
have I done that I am being
treated this way. I would also like
to ask them as to who has poi-
soned their minds against me,”
Khadse said. Displaying his
show of strength, Khadse went
in a huge procession and filed
his nomination from
Muktainagar constituency. “In
case, my name figures in the sec-

ond list of candidates, I will file
another nomination,” he had,
after filing the nomination. It
may be recalled that on June 4,
2016, Khadse had resigned from
his post as the State Revenue
Minister over irregularities in the
purchase of a plot of land at
Bhosari in Pune district. Chief
Mnister Devendra Fadnavis had
then appointed a judicial com-
mittee, headed by retired
Bombay HC judge Dinkar
Zoting, to probe the allegations
of corruption against Khadse.

The charge against Khadse
was that he, his wife Mandakini
and son-in-law Girish
Chaudhary had hatched a con-
spiracy and purchased a 3-acre
plot of land at Bhosri near Pune
owned Maharashtra Industrial
Development Corporation
(MIDC) in the name of his kin
for �3.75 crore as against the
market price of �40 crore.
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Expressing his satisfaction
over Yuva Sena leader

Aditya Thackeray’s decision
to contest the State Assembly
polls, Shiv Sena president and
father Uddhav Thackeray said
here on Wednesday that his
son worked harder than him,
that the Shiv Sainiks had
accepted him with happiness
and love and that it was the
Sainiks’ responsibility to nur-
ture him.

Coming out with his first
reaction after Aditya on
Monday announced his deci-
sion to take a plunge into
electoral politics, Uddhav indi-
rectly said that his son would
be part of the new Government
in the event of the BJP-Shiv
Sena alliance returning to
power in the State. “It is time
for the youth to realise their
dreams by taking to politics
and being part of the
Government,” he said.

“Late Shiv Sena chief Bal

Thackeray had told me: Since
you are my son, I would not
thrust you upon the Shiv Sena.
In case, people accept you will
succeed in politics. I followed
my father’s footsteps and I am
where I am. People have
accepted Aditya. That’s why he
is contesting the elections,”
Uddhav said.

Dwelling upon Aditya’s
decision to contest the
Assembly polls, Uddhav said:
“I am satisfied with what is
happening today. Aditya is

very determined and is work-
ing for the party with a lot of
interest. He works harder than
me. The Shiv Sainiks have
accepted him with happiness
and love. That’s why I did not
go to the function where he
announced his decision to
contest the Assembly polls. I
do not want to do things in a
hurry. Henceforth, he is the
responsibility of Shiv Sainiks".   

“Working for the people is
the tradition in Thackeray’s
family. I am happy that Aditya
is carrying forward the tradi-
tion. I would like to thank Shiv
Sainiks for this. He is fighting
for the development of
Maharashtra and also to fulfil
the dreams of the youth in the
state,” Uddhav said.

Uddhav, who was speaking
at a function organised to wel-
come Congress MLC from
Nandurbar Chandrakant
Raghuvamshi into the Shiv
Sena, said that he would dwell
upon in detail about the seat-
sharing arrangement with the

BJP and other issues relating to
the State Assembly at the
Dussehra rally to be held at the
Shivaji Park in north-central
Mumbai on October 8.

Rooting for the younger
generation entering electoral
politics, Uddhav said: “Till
today, political leaders have
sold only dreams to the youth.
The youth have been living
with the same dreams until
now. However, the youth
should now come forward to
realise their dreams by enter-
ing electoral politics and
becoming part of the
Government. The youth
should now bring about trans-
formation in Maharashtra and
the country”.

Meanwhile, Aditya — who
is the first Thackeray in the
four generations of Thackerays
to have taken a plunge into
electoral politics — is expect-
ed to file his nomination for
the State Assembly polls from
Worli constituency in south-
central Mumbai on Thursday.

#�
��������	���������������;�>�����

Lucknow: Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra alleged
on Wednesday that rape accused
were being protected in Uttar
Pradesh and demanded lodging
of a rape case against BJP leader
and former Union minister
Chinmayanand.

"Atrocities are being com-
mitted against women, especially
in Uttar Pradesh. Rapists are
being protected. It is our
demand that in the
Shahjahanpur incident, a rape
case should be registered against
the accused," the Congress gen-
eral secretary in-charge of east
UP said on the sidelines of a
party march here to mark the
150th birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi.

Priyanka Gandhi had
expressed displeasure on
Monday over Congressmen
being stopped from taking out
a "nyay yatra" (march for justice)
in support of the law student
who has accused
Chinmayanand of rape.

"The UP BJP government
wants to suppress the voice
seeking justice for the daughter
of Shahjahanpur. The padyatra
is being stopped. Our workers
and leaders are being arrested.
What is there to be afraid of?,"
she had said in a tweet in Hindi.

About 80 Congress workers
were arrested on Monday at a
public meeting ahead of the
planned march in Shahjahanpur
in support of the law student.

Former Union minister Jitin
Prasada was stopped from leav-
ing his Shahjahanpur residence
for the march and placed under
house arrest, while the borders
of the district were blocked
from all sides. PTI

Chennai: MNM founder Kamal
Haasan on Wednesday faulted the
Tamil Nadu Government for
seeking the court's approval to
erect banners to welcome Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Chinese President Xi Jinping for
their informal meet here this
month.

The actor-politician appealed
to Modi to "act as a pioneer" and
put an end to the "banner culture."

In a tweet, he said the Tamil
people were "struggling" to cope
with the death of 23-year-old
Subasri who was killed when an
illegal hoarding put up by an
AIADMK functionary fell on
her, with the techie riding a two-

wheeler losing balance. A water
tanker coming from behind had
run over her. "Honourable
@PMOIndia While Tamil Nadu
and Thamizhians (Tamils) are
struggling to cope with the loss of
Shubasri's death, the Tamil Nadu
Government has approached the
courts to obtain permission to
erect your banners," he said.

"If you act as a pioneer in tak-
ing the first step to put an end to
this haphazard banner culture, it
will reflect your concern towards
the sentiments of Tamils, and that
in itself will garner you the great-
est publicity possible. Jai Hind!,"
the Makkal Needhi Maiam
(MNM) founder said. PTI
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In what may prove to be an
embarrassment for the ruling

BJP, its ally Republican Party of
India (Athavale) on Wednesday
announced that it would field
incarcerated underworld don
Chhota Rajan’s
brother Deepak
Nikalje as its candidate for the
Maharashtra Assembly polls
from Phaltan constituency in
Satara district of western
Maharashtra.

Announcing Nikalje’s name
as his party’s candidate from
Phaltan constituency, RPI (A)
founder-president Ramdas
Athavale said that his party —
which is a constituent of the BJP-
led saffron alliance in the state
and of the NDA at the Centre -
- would in all contest six seats in

the State Assembly polls.
Athvale said that the

RPI(A) would contest the seats
of Phaltan in Satara district,
Malshiras in Solapur district,
Bhandara, Naigaon in Nanded
district, Pathri in Parbhani dis-
trict and Mankhurd- Shivaji

Nagar in Mumbai.
Apart from that of

Nikalje, Athavle also released
the names of the RPI (A)'s five
other candidates for the polls. 

Phaltan, where Nikalje is
contesting is reserved for the
candidates belonging to the
Scheduled Caste. Phaltan is the
native place of Chhota Rajan.

This is not for the first time
that Nikalje will be contesting
the State Assembly polls. He
had in the past contested the
Assembly from Chembur as an
independent in the past.

Nikalge has been nominated to
contest from Phaltan, since
Chembur has gone to the Shiv
Sena in the seat-sharing
arrangement with the BJP.
Nikalje has several cases regis-
tered against him in various
police stations of Mumbai. In
the 2014 polls, Nikalje had
declared assets worth �17 crore.
As recently as in the third
week of March 2018, the
Mumbai police had registered
a case of alleged rape and sex-
ual harassment based on the
complaint of a 22-year-old
woman. '

Quoting the complaint
lodged by the victim woman, the
police had said that the woman,
who used to reside in Siddharth
Colony in north-east Mumbai,
had alleged that Nikalje had
exploited the victim sexually.

Bengaluru: Senior Congress
leader Siddaramaiah on
Wednesday took exception to
Donald Trump calling Prime
Minister Narendra Modi as
father of India, saying the US
president was 'ignorant' and
should try to learn about
Mahatma Gandhi.

Speaking at a party event on
the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti
here, the former Karnataka Chief
Minister said if Modi was a
'patriot', he should have protest-
ed immediately against Trump
describing him as "father of
nation" instead of Gandhi.

There is no much difference
between Narendra Modi and
Trump. He (Trump) called him
(Modi) father of nation. I think

Trump is ignorant... He should
try to know about Mahatma
Gandhi, Siddaramaiah said. He
(Trump) should have at least
asked Obama (former US
President Barack Obama) about
Gandhi....If Nanrendra Modi is a
patriot he should have protested
there, in front of Trump,"
Siddaramaiah said. Trump had
last week heaped praise on Modi
in New York, when both the lead-
ers met. "I remember India
before was very torn. There was
a lot of dissension, fighting and
he brought it all together. Like a
father would. Maybe he is the
father of India," the US president
had said, a comment which had
already drawn flak from several
opposition leaders in India. PTI
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Kochi: The Kerala govern-
ment on Wednesday rejected
residents' demand for more
time to vacate their flats in
four illegal apartment com-
plexes here and said they
would stick to the October 3
deadline set for leaving the
place.

Authorities said they were
going ahead as per the 138-day
action plan for demolishing
the buildings, and warned the
residents of legal consequences
if they refuse to move out by
tomorrow.

"The deadline (for vacat-
ing the flats) ends tomorrow.
That is the direction (from the
government)," a senior official
of the Maradu municipality
told reporters here.

He said the power and
water supply to the apartment

complexes,  temporarily
restored two days ago for facil-
itating the smooth relocation
of the residents, would be dis-
connected automatically on
Thursday.

As the deadline for vacat-
ing their flats nears, residents
alleged that no temporary

dwellings for them have been
arranged by the administra-
tion so far.

The flat owners said they
would not leave the buildings
till the authorities complete
the arrangements for their
relocation.

"We are caught in between

the devil and the deep blue
sea," a resident said.

They threatened to
relaunch their protest seeking
a humanitarian approach from
the authorities.

According to them, at least
10 days were required for the
relocation from their flats.

The Ernakulam district
administration said those who
want assistance in finding a
home can approach authorities
of Maradu municipality.

The authorities com-
menced the eviction process
on Sunday by visiting the
owners to help them relocate.

On Tuesday, the residents
had said they were receiving
embarrassing responses when
they contact people entrusted
by the administration to
arrange alternative houses for

them in the city.
Earlier, the administra-

tion had claimed that they
have identified over 500 flats
in the city and its premises for
the relocation of the people
living in the four apartment
complexes for their temporary
rehabilitation.

The administration had
also provided mobile and tele-
phone numbers of those to be
contacted for getting the
accommodation.

The 343 waterfront flats
built in violation of Coastal
Regulation Zone norms are
located in Maradu municipal-
ity here.

Adding more woes to the
authorities, people living in the
neighbourhood have sought
an assurance from the gov-
ernment on the issue of ade-

quate compensation if their
houses are damaged when the
unauthorised buildings are
demolished by controlled
implosion.

Locals have said the area
would witness strong protests
if the authorities do not give
them an assurance on com-
pensation.

Authorities have report-
edly zeroed in on three firms
having experience in demol-
ishing structures using con-
trolled implosion method.

Last week, the Supreme
Court had directed demolition
of the apartment complexes
within 138 days, a time-line
given by the Kerala
Government, and asked the
State to pay �25 lakh interim
compensation to each flat
owner within four weeks. PTI
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On the occasion of Gandhi
Jayanti, the country's

major e-governance platform-
Common Service Centres
(CSC) — has been approved by
Ministry of Telecom to manage
and maintain Bharat Net last
mile access point in more than
1.2 lakh Panchayat across the
country to provide internet
access at �1 per month.

Sources in Telecom
Ministry said the Bharat Net
access points will now be shift-
ed phase wise from Panchayats
to the CSC. "The CSC village
level entrepreneurs (VLE) will
maintain and manage the nodes
for enabling citizen to access
internet. Already CSC has more
than one million subscribers

and consum more than 40 TB
of data in a month and this
move will empower the villages
of India like Bapujio dreamt of
empowering the rural areas of
our country," said a ministry
official. CSC in a Special
Purpose Vehicle and to begin
with, CSC CEO Dr Dinesh
Tyagi on 150th anniversary
celebartiosn of Mahatma
Gandhi launched the �1 -
unlimited data usage for a
month to rural citizen at a func-
tion in Ulhadi village of Alwar
Block in Rajasthan. The event
was also attended by Telecom
Ministry Joint Secretary Amit
Yadav. Yadav said GoI has
announced one lakh villages to
be made Digital Villages and
extend wifi / Bharat net to all
2.5 lakh Panchayats.

&6�?����� �8�	�����
��!##����8����?�
,���#���������#������E����,� 

����	�����

(�����		����
�����������	���
���;�&�������!�

�������%������+���	�����������	@������������������
������������

!�����2'�,����(�����
�?�����������������
��='�����

7�������/
�
	��������	�
�?�������������������



����������������� ���������� !�"#$%
=�
�'	��

/�������	������
	���������
��.�
��
������
���4�	���
	��������� 5�����
-�����$42���;$���
�
;
�
�������6������'
��
����
���������*������
�	��������
�.�4������
>���
�������
�����
���	��
��9GH��
�
����&
������'��'
������
������)�����
�	�4��������>���
�+

���/����
�
&��

�����
���=		
���
�����09H����HA(9H(AH9R���:(GG���������5�������������
�����'����
���������	���'���
�;��
���$����(�
�;$���
��;
�
��������
��������	
��
��	���
��������������������
9GH����
����&
������'��	�4�������>���
�+
����@�������
&��
���
�����;,2$����'���
�������
������������
�����	����
���
$��������&����
��
������	�������������������������'����
��
���������
4�����������
�
�����������
������������	��������������������
������
�������
�
��	��������
�����
�
���
������0��'���
�(

�4��	��4���
���A��.�
��	��	�����
���4�	���
	��������� $����'��
����
���&�������'�
����;��
��-���
&�����
��
����������
���&��
�7�
�
�
��*�F�&38�
/������������'����	
&��
���.���4������
>���
���9GH����
���
�
������'����

��������������'��'
2���
���!�����
;
�������>������
)��
�&
����
1����
��������������	�;-&�$��
�����2�(�8����
3������������������
���5���"(�)������3������������
&���
���>����'����2>���>4&��������
�
���
��&��
������
������������������
�
������������������������&�����
������
������
����	�5��
����������������7��4��
�!����(�/��
�7�
�
�
����������������������������������
�������
�(�4���
����9HH��
������	����
��
���7�����
���	�����
��������>���
�1

�������
����'�
���
��A90��'������7�
�
�
�(�/���&��
��������
���
����������
	�������
�
������	�����4���������
���
�����
����������0�
�����������������
�����(

	��������.��
��.��
���		������4�	���

	��������� �42$�;
�
���������������9GH�����
����&
������'��	�������
�	����
��K 4�������>���
1
�����'�
(�(�HA(9H(AH9R����
�������E�������

�!'����������������
�����
�����1������1���������������������'
������
���������������	�>���
���������S�&�
�������0�
��������
������������
���)�������������&��
'�(�����
1�����-�������&)��$42�
�42$������$�
�	�>�����
���������������������������!����?�������
!'��������������)��
�3(-(�)������'��2
��������3������
�#T�)��
�&�
����
4�����1����2
���������
���#T�)��
�&����-�����4������2
������
�$������
��#T�)��
�)��
��2����2
��������3������#T�)�(�=		
�
������
�����'���������������(

��
�������6!
���		����4�	��������
�	4
	��������� 44/$��
GJ���&���
>������4���
�
����������
4���'��)��������
IH������)$=3 
$�����7�
����
2���
��
������
$����'��
����������������
��
�������	�2
�������

���������(
2���
�������������
�����
�����������44/$�������������������������	�UAVARA(VA
������������������	
���	�UV9(PI�����������
���@�AH9V09R���������
�

��������'���������	������(�&������
����������
���$42�)��
�"��
3������������������������������������
��������������������
$����'���������
��������
��
����
����������	
���
�
�'�
�����'��
������
�
������
������
�����(�44/$�	�������������������
�
�����	
IHW�����
�
��
�����������	����
�
�������������������������(

	.����4	�����������11����7���������
	��������� ��$$����
�#�;��(������������$3) �������
�����
4����������	�&���������4=&#��
���2����������	�)�������4

���'
�	�@�����&		�
���,�)�������>���(��	���
��	���������������	����
���
)������8
����
�'������������4�
���#��������PHH������(� ���
���
����
������	�)���������AH9R������$����'��������������������
�)�����
�
���6�����������2���
��=�
�����4������������83��4�
����	�������
���
�����������
���������
������'��JPH������(�����
�����������
�
������
�
�����
�������������������$$����
�������@�AH9R0AH��������
)���������AH9R����������������������������������	������7
�����'
�A�HAV������(

�
��� 6&)!��>/=�

Trade deals are not simple
arithmetic but much more

complicated as they involve a
number of variables, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
has said, exuding confidence
that India and US will “find a
fix” to their trade disputes
with intense engagement going
on between the two countries.

Trade tensions between
India and the US have been ris-
ing with American President
Donald Trump complaining
that tariffs imposed by New
Delhi on American products
were “no longer acceptable”.

Trump, championing his
‘America First’ policy, has been
a vocal critic of India for levy-
ing “tremendously high” duties
on US products. He has
described India as a “tariff
king”.

Ahead of the New Delhi
visit of US Commerce
Secretary Wilbur Ross for trade
talks with his Indian counter-
part Union Commerce
Minister Piyush Goyal,
Jaishankar on Tuesday said he
was hopeful that something
will come out of this ongoing
intense engagement between
officials of the two countries on
trade issues.

“My understanding of the
conversations is that he (Goyal)
has had with his counterpart
and (that) his officials, have had
– team to team - that there’s
been a very intense engage-

ment. I am hopeful that some-
thing would come out of it,”
Jaishankar told a meeting of US
corporate bodies during an
event organised by US India
Strategic and Partnership
Forum.

Trade officials from the
two countries would naturally
want progress on what are
considered to be the outstand-
ing issues, he said.

“But I think there’s also
some desire to look beyond. So
when people speak about
what’s gonna be the a trade
deal, we’ll have to see about that
goes,” he said.

Whether one draws a
sharper kind of framework for
the certain set of issues, then
look beyond or does one attack
a more ambitious agenda,
which will obviously then take
more time, he said.

“So it’s going to be sort of

you trade the size of it and the
complexity of it for the time
and the energy for it. I think
that part of it is still a little open,
but again, my understanding is
that they would be talking
with each other continually
over the coming days,”
Jaishankar said.

Jaishankar said he had seen
much more difficult issues
which have been creatively
resolved.

“I can’t believe that people
today are less ingenious than
we were in our time. So I’m rea-
sonably confident that we will
find a fix,” the top Indian
diplomat said.

One of the challenges is
really how do one define the
issue for which they are trying
to find a fix.

“Are you looking at imme-
diate trade frictions? Are the
legacy issues you want to

resolve? Are the things on the
horizon? Are you looking at
future policymaking? Those
are decisions which both sides
really need to have conversa-
tions about,” Jaishankar told the
audience at the Atlantic
Council.

Observing that two coun-
tries are dealing with multiple,
parallel realities when it comes
to trade issues, he said the first
reality is that a lot of these
problems pre-existed.

They become much more
sort of central because the cur-
rent administration in the US
puts certain salience on these
sets of issues, he said.

“We could have had those
arguments in a different
administration in a different
way,” he said and acknowledged
that there are real issues.

“I don’t see anything wrong
with that,” he said.

Earlier, responding to a
question at the Atlantic Council
think-tank, Jaishankar cau-
tioned against “overstating”
that economic friction between
the two countries, saying
because the numbers are not
going up.

“The numbers are still
good, pretty much in every
sphere. What has happened is
that there is a degree of spot-
light on trade and economic
issues, which was not there ear-
lier. There is a salience to those
issues in the overall policy
making in Washington, which
was not there earlier,” he said.
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India and America will launch
a new initiative for clean ener-

gy to fuel economic growth in
the strategically-important Indo-
Pacific region where China has
been trying to expand its sphere
of influence, the US State
Department has said.

The US has been pushing
for a broader role by India in
the Indo-Pacific region in the
backdrop of China’s rising mil-
itary maneuvering in the
region. China has been trying
to expand its military presence
in the  biogeographic region,
comprising the Indian Ocean
and the western and central
Pacific Ocean, including the
South China Sea.

Beijing claims almost all of
the South China Sea. Vietnam,
the Philippines, Malaysia,
Brunei and Taiwan have
counter claims over the sea.

Assistant Secretary of State
for Energy Resources Francis R
Fannon is travelling to India
from September 30 to October
6 to launch the Flexible
Resources Initiative (FRI,

“free”), under the US-India
Clean Energy Finance Task
Force, an official statement
said on Tuesday.

“FRI will execute the United
States and India’s shared vision
for Indo-Pacific economic
growth fuelled by clean energy,”
the State Department said.

The FRI is also a compo-
nent of the broader US-led
Asia EDGE (Enhancing
Development and Growth
through Energy) Initiative,
which is a whole-of-government
effort to grow sustainable and
secure energy markets through-
out the Indo-Pacific, it said.

Fannon will co-lead efforts,
along with the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission, as
well as partners from US
Department of Energy and the
US Agency.

India’s Ministry of Power
will host, along with the Indian
Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy, the Indian
Central Electricity Regulatory
Commission, and the Indian
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Regulatory Board, the state-
ment said.

5��
�(�>!��������������
�������������
�
�
��
�����
�����������
��������

�
��� � 6�2 ;!�<� 5� 

As India steps up its crack-
down on suspected black

money stashed abroad,
Switzerland has issued public
notices to former IPL com-
missioner Lalit Modi and his
wife Minal following requests
made by Indian authorities
about Swiss bank details of the
couple.

In its latest federal gazette
notification on assistance
sought by foreign jurisdictions
under bilateral treaties for
exchange of information on
matters concerning suspected
financial irregularities,
Switzerland’s Federal Tax
Administration (FTA) has
named Lalit and Minal Modi
(alias Minalini Modi) among
such individuals.

The former IPL commis-
sioner, who is said to have left
India for London in 2010, is
already facing a money laun-
dering probe also, though he
has been denying any wrong-
doing.

The two separate notifica-
tions dated October 1 did not
disclose any further details,
besides giving Lalit and Minal
Modi ten days’ time to desig-
nate authorised persons to
respond to the assistance
request received by the FTA
from India.

Interestingly, similar
notices were issued against the
two in 2016, but it could not be
ascertained whether the details
were eventually shared by the
Swiss authorities with India in
that case.

That time also, the two

were given time for “exercise of
the right to be heard”.

In recent months, several
other Indian nationals have
been named in such notifica-
tions after the Swiss FTA was
approached by Indian author-
ities for information about
those people with regard to the
pending tax-related probes
against them.

After a due process pre-
scribed under the Swiss law, the
information has been shared by
Switzerland with India in sev-
eral cases, pursuant to which
the Indian authorities —
including the tax department
and Enforcement Directorate
— have proceeded with their
prosecution and other actions.

These included several
Indians named in the leaked
‘HSBC List’ of people with
accounts in the Geneva branch
of the global banking giant.

For long, Switzerland used
to be known for strict secrecy
clauses about details of for-
eigners having accounts in

Swiss banks. Under growing
global pressure, Switzerland
has, however, begun sharing
information in cases where
other countries have been able
to present some evidence of
suspected illegalities.

Under the Swiss law, a pre-
scribed procedure is followed
for any administration assis-
tance or information exchange
by the FTA with India or any
other country with which the
Alpine nation has tax treaties
about their respective nation-
als.

Besides, an automatic
information exchange mecha-
nism has also come into force
between India and Switzerland
under which the Indian tax
authorities now have access to
all details about Swiss bank
accounts of Indians, including
those closed during 2018.

The Automatic Exchange
of Information (AEOI) is being
seen as a major boost in India’s
fight against suspected black
money stashed abroad.
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The suspended managing
director of Punjab and

Maharashtra Cooperative
(PMC) Bank, Joy Thomas, has
blamed the auditors for the
mess at the bank, accusing
them of only “superficially
auditing” the books of the now
crippled lender due to “time
constraints”.

In a five-page letter to the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
dated September 21 after a
board member blew the lid on
the fraud at PMC, which is
among the top ten urban coop-
erative banks, Thomas has
confessed to the role of the top
management, including a few
board members, in hiding the
actual NPA numbers and also
the actual exposure to the
bankrupt HDIL, which is stat-
ed to be around Rs 6,500 crore
or over 73 per cent of its total
loan book of Rs 8,880 crore.

While Thomas has not
named any auditor in the let-
ter to the RBI written two
days before the regulatory
clamp down which PTI has
reviewed, according to its
annual report for FY19, the
bank had three auditors --
Lakdawal & Co, Ashok Jayesh
& Associates and DB Ketkar &
Co since FY11.

Emails from PTI sent to all
these auditors did not elicit any
replies even after 24 hours.

The shallow auditing of the
books of PMC by its statutory
auditors was done as the ‘bank
was growing’, Thomas claimed
in the letter.

The letter of Thomas is
part of the first information
report (FIR) filed by the
Economic Offence Wing of
the Mumbai Police on Monday.
The FIR names Thomas, PMC
chairman Waryam Singh and
the promoters of the HDIL and
related entities.

“Since the bank was grow-
ing the statutory auditors, due
to their time constraints, were
checking only the incremental
advances and not the entire
operations in all the accounts,”
Thomas claimed in the letter.

“The statutory auditors
validated the incremental loans
and advances and scrutinised
the accounts which were shown
to them by the bank,” he added.

In the past eight years,
PMC had three statutory audi-
tors -- Lakdawal & Co (FY19
and FY18); Ashok Jayesh &
Associates (FY17, FY15, and
FY11) and DB Ketkar & Co
(FY14 and FY12).

Thomas confirmed that
the exposure to the bankrupt
HDIL Group continued to
remain standard despite there
was delay in repayments for
over three years. The bank’s
exposure to HDIL Group was
around Rs 6,500 crore as of
September 19, 2019, he admit-
ted in the letter.

He said some of the large
accounts were not reported to
the RBI from 2008 because of
fear of reputational risks.

“The concealment of infor-
mation from the board, audi-
tors and regulators was due to
the fear of reputational loss,”
Thomas informed the RBI.
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India has the potential to
become one of the largest

electric vehicles (EVs) markets
in the world, with the govern-
ment pushing for the segment
in order to curb pollution and
reduce reliance on import-
dependent fossil fuel, says a
report.

However, the uptake of
EVs has been slow in the coun-
try due to the high upfront as
well as lifecycle costs cost but
long-term investment in
research and development
(R&D) will create sustained
growth, according to 
the report by the Word
Economic Forum and Ola
Mobility Institute.

Apart from investment,
government backing and direc-
tion will be crucial for acceler-
ating adoption and deploy-
ment of electric mobility, it
added.

The report said there are 10
states and union territories
(UTs) that are leading the way
in building production, infra-

structure and services to
increase the momentum of EV
usage in India.

These states and UTs are
Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Delhi,
Karnataka, Kerala,
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu,
Telangana, Uttarakhand and
Uttar Pradesh.

“Considering the strong
governmental push towards
EVs, India has a huge potential
to become one of the largest EV
markets,” the report noted.

The report, which also
highlights the opportunities
for the sector, analysed three
value chains — production,
infrastructure and services —
of these states and found that
most of them emphasised on
the production of EV value
chain, aspiring to be manufac-
turing hubs for such 
vehicles as well as their com-
ponents.

In the infrastructure value
chain, provisions for installa-
tion of charging infrastruc-
ture in public and private places
were made by most states to
address range anxiety.
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Atotal of 34 functional teams
have been formed to

smoothen the process of merg-
er of United Bank of India
(UBI), Punjab National Bank
(PNB) and Oriental Bank of
Commerce (OBC), a senior
official said.

The merger is scheduled to
come into force from April 1
next year.

“Thirty four functional
teams have been created to
come out with solutions for the
process of integration,” a UBI
official told PTI.

A team comprises two
members each from the three
banks from different function-
al areas, he said.

“The functional teams will
also try standardising the loan
process, credit terms and ben-
efits extended to the customers
in the interim period till the
merger comes into effect to
avoid customer-related issues
in the future,” the official said.

The UBI had conducted
customer meets at Kolkata,
Guwahati and Patna to allay
their apprehensions about the
future of banking, the official
said.

UBI managing director
and CEO A K Pradhan had
earlier said that though the bal-
ance sheet merger is likely to
happen by April 1 next year, it
will take another three to six
months after that for the HR
and IT integration to be com-
pleted.

He had said the complete
harmonisation among the three
entities would take another 12
to 14 months after the merger.
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The World Trade
Organization on

Wednesday gave Washington
the greenlight to slap tariffs on
$7.5 billion (6.8 billion euros)
worth of EU goods in retalia-
tion for the bloc’s illegal sup-
port of Airbus.

The ruling is the largest
arbitration award in WTO his-
tory and a landmark moment
the 15-year long Airbus-Boeing

battle, which threatens to inten-
sify already strained trade rela-
tions between the US and the
European Union.

The EU immediately
threatened to respond to any
US move.

“If the US decides to
impose WTO authorised coun-
termeasures, it will be pushing
the EU into a situation where
we will have no other option
than do the same,” Brussels said
in a statement.

�
��� � 6�2 ;!�

The Prime Minister Office is
learnt to have asked a high-

level panel, looking into the
revival of MTNL and BSNL, to
explain if the two telecom PSUs
can be turned around and how.

The direction has come
after the finance ministry
raised objections to a propos-
al moved by the telecom
department (DoT) for reviving
the two PSUs. A group of min-
isters headed by Home
Minister Amit Shah had earli-
er approved the revival plan
proposed by the DoT.

“Prime Minister Office
panel under Principal Secretary
P K Mishra in its meeting last
week asked if MTNL and BSNL
can be revived and if they can be
revived then how. The panel has
set up a committee of secretaries
to work on these questions,” an
official source told PTI.

The committee includes
Telecom Secretary Anshu
Prakash, senior officials from
Department of Public

Enterprises, Niti Aayog, and
the Department of Investment
and Public Asset Management
and is likely to submit its reply
this week, the official said.

The Group of Ministers
headed by Amit Shah had
approved the revival package
for the loss-making public sec-
tor telecom firms in mid-July.
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, telecom minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad were part
of the GoM that approved the
plan. 

However, finance ministry
officials later raised over 80
objections to the proposal
firmed up by the telecom min-
istry.

The DoT has proposed
�74,000 crore revival plan for
BSNL as closing down of BSNL
alone would cost the govern-
ment �95,000 crore. The revival
plan proposed by the DoT
includes �29,000 crore pay out
for voluntary retirement
scheme, �20,000 crore for 4G
spectrum and �13,000 crore to
fund capex for 4G services.
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US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo warned Italy on

Wednesday of China’s “preda-
tory approach” to trade and
investment, but Rome insisted
its special powers over 5G sup-
ply deals would protect it.

“China has a predatory
approach in trade and invest-
ment” and represents a “mutu-
al threat” to the two countries,
Pompeo said during a joint
press conference with Italy’s
Foreign Minister Luigi Di
Maio.

“When the Chinese
Communist party shows up to
make an investment to gain
political power or threaten a
nation’s security, that’s what
needs to be protected against,”
he said.

But Di Maio said Rome’s
so-called “golden powers” in
supply deals for fifth-genera-
tion (5G) telecom services,
approved by the government in
September, “make us among
the most advanced in Europe
on security”.
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Britain’s biggest retailer Tesco
said Wednesday that CEO

Dave Lewis will step down
next year, after declaring his
mission “complete” to turn
around the group’s fortunes.

Lewis, who has axed thou-
sands of jobs in a radical over-
haul of the supermarket chain
since arriving five years ago, is
leaving for personal reasons
and will be replaced by
Walgreens Boots Alliance exec-
utive Ken Murphy, Tesco said
in a statement.

Former Unilever director
Lewis was parachuted into
Tesco in July 2014 to help turn
around the group, which at the
time was mired in an account-
ing scandal and fierce 
competition in home market
Britain.

“My decision to step down
as group CEO is a personal
one,” he said in a statement
alongside the publication of the
group’s first-half earnings.

'9���4���;$������������=>?)���
���+;����������8����������
������

����1���1��	���+
�����
��.�6	�,�	����	��
��,�,�	������%72�#"%7

 �����������������
������	��
�����������
��������
�	���	
7���	
�����!���&�(�����

������������"
9������� �
!K������#���
�'�����;<;<

��	(� 
!
����'	�>� 
�"
�&	�.

IP�	���
���
��������
��������������
�	�8����3����=�$

 ������;$�#�

���2���������������������&��������!��



�
���4&5;=6�

The Indian women’s hockey team
tasted its first defeat on England

tour when it went down 1-3 against
Great Britain in the fourth match here
on Wednesday.

Great Britain took an early lead
through Hannah Martin (5th minute)
but India’s Neha Goyal (18th) scored
the equaliser.

However, a goal before half-time
from Charlotte Watson (29th), and one
in the last quarter through Giselle
Ansley (50th) meant that Great Britain
secured their first win of the tour, snap-
ping India’s unbeaten run.

World No 9 India had notched up
a 2-1 win in the first match, before
drawing the next two games 1-1 and

0-0 respectively.
The hosts dominated possession

in the early stages and won their first
penalty corner in just the 3rd minute,
but India’s goalkeeper Rajani Etimarpu
produced a fine save to deny the hosts
early on.

However, the visitors could not
deny the hosts on the second occasion
as they took the lead through a field
goal by Hannah in the 5th minute.

India gradually came into the
game, and had a few chances of their
own in the latter stages and with the
momentum on their side, the Indian
team combined well at the start of the

second quarter, and pressed for the
equaliser, which eventually came in the
18th minute as Neha produced a slick
finish to make it 1-1, and put the pres-
sure back on the host nation.

It was in the 29th minute at the
stroke of half-time that Great Britain
created a great chance through com-
bination play by their forwards, and
managed to take a 2-1 lead into half-
time as Charlotte Watson scored their
second.

Neither team could create any real
opportunity in the third period, and
were battling it out in midfield.  The
Indian team tried to attack their
opponents more in the last quarter, but
it was Giselle Ansley, who made it 3-
1 in the hosts’ favour via strike from
penalty corner.
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Recharged opener
Danushka Gunathilaka

scored a career best century
to lift Sri Lanka to a challeng-
ing 297-9 against Pakistan in
the third and final day-night
international against Pakistan
in Karachi on Wednesday.

The 28-year-old left-han-
der knocked a 134-ball 133
with 16 boundaries and a six
for his second hundred which
lifted Sri Lanka after they
won the toss and batted on a
flat National stadium pitch.

Gunathilaka, suspended
twice for breaches of disci-
plines in the last two years,
held the innings together
with stands of 88 with skip-
per Lahiru Thirimanne (36)
for the second, 50 for the
third with Angelo Perera (13)
and 74 with debutant Minod
Bhanuka (36) for the fourth
in a brilliant display of bat-

ting. He was finally dismissed
in the 45th over, bowled by
paceman Mohammad Amir
who was the best Pakistani
bowler with 3-50.

It was Amir who gave
Pakistan an early break-
through when he had Avishka

Fernando caught behind for
four by Sarfaraz Ahmed, lead-
ing Pakistan for the 50th
time in an ODI.

Gunathilaka def ied
Pakistan's bowling with guts
and determination, improv-
ing his previous ODI best of

116 he made against
Zimbabwe at Hambantota in
2017.

Thirimanne hit  four
boundaries off 54 balls while
Bhanuka had two sixes in his
39-ball knock.

Allrounder Dasun
Shanaka hit a quick 24-ball 43
with five boundaries and two
sixes as Sri Lanka added 50 in
the last five overs.

Pakistan, who leads the
three-match series 1-0 on
winning the second match by
67 runs, brought Abid Ali and
Mohammad Nawaz for
Imam-ul-Haq and Imad
Wasim.

For Sri Lanka, Sadeera
Samarawickrama, Isuru
Udana and Oshada Fernando
made way for Bhanuka,
Lakshan Sandakan and
Perera.

The f irst match was
rained off, also in Karachi, on
Friday.
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Rohit Sharma’s Test career
got a new lease of life as
he struck an unbeaten

115 in his first innings as an
opener to take India to a com-
manding 202 for no loss against
South Africa before rain
washed out the final session of
the series-opener, here on
Wednesday.

There was an 80 percent
chance of rain on the opening
day but it only arrived during
the tea break with India com-
fortably placed after 59.1 overs
of play.

Mayank Agarwal was on
course for a maiden Test hun-
dred, having played extremely
well for his 183-ball 84.

Thunderstorm, followed
by a heavy spell of rain, ensured
no play was possible after the
tea break.

Before weather played
spoilsport, Rohit stole the show
in what could be a career
changing knock for him.

While South African
bowlers did trouble the Indian
batsmen on a few occasions in
the first session, they seemed
toothless in the second session
where Rohit and Agarwal
scored at a brisk rate.

Rohit, who got to his fifty
before lunch, shifted gears and
was particularly harsh on the
spinners.

He hammered off-spinner
Danie Piedt for successive sixes
over deep midwicket to get into
the nineties before completing
his fourth Test ton with a sin-
gle off debutant spinner

Senuran Muthusamy.
The entire dressing room,

including skipper Virat Kohli,
stood up to laud Rohit's feat.
His 174-ball unconquered
innings contained 12 fours and
five sixes.

At the other end, Agarwal
was cruising towards his maid-
en Test ton. He too looked
assured at the crease and played
his shots.

Early into the afternoon
session, he brought up his half
century with a spectacular six
over extra cover off Keshav
Maharaj.

Clouds gathered over the
stadium towards the end of the
session and thunderstorms
forced the umpires to take the
tea break eight minutes before
scheduled time.

Earlier, Rohit and Agarwal
played out 30 overs in the
morning session after safely
negotiating the South African
pacers Kagiso Rabada and
Vernon Philander, taking India
to 91 for no loss.

India, who had named
their playing on the eve of the
first Test, opted to bat on a dry
surface with skipper Kohli call-
ing his decision a "no brainer."

Expecting the pitch to turn,
South Africa picked three spin-
ners in Maharaj, Piedt and
Muthusamy, who is more of a
batting all-rounder.

All eyes were expectedly
on Rohit whose stop-start Test
career has taken a new direc-
tion with the management
accommodating him at the top
of the order.

He left the first ball he

faced before driving Rabada
past backward point with min-
imal feet movement for a four.

His second scoring shot
was also a boundary as he
punched Philander towards
backward point. The pitch
offered very little to the pacers
and spinners in the first two
hours of play.

What worked for Rohit
was standing outside the crease
when Philander was bowling
to negate any little swing that
was available.

Rabada has the express
pace but he did not test the
Indian openers as much as
Philander.

Rohit and Philander’s bat-
tle in the first hour was absorb-
ing. Philander, who got the bet-
ter of Rohit in the warm-up
game, challenged Rohit by
moving the ball both ways in
his opening spell of four overs.

After a few play and miss-
es, Rohit chose to walk down
the pitch before South Africa
skipper Faf du Plessis asked
wicketkeeper Quinton de Kock
to stand up to the stumps.

After getting the measure
of the surface, Rohit went for
his strokes like he does in
white-ball cricket.

His first big hit was a typ-
ical one as he gently stepped
out of the crease to smash
Maharaj over long-on. A little
later, he played a similar short
off Piedt and this time the ball
flew well above the long-on
fielder.

Rohit completed his 11th
Test half-century towards the
end of the session. 
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Six-time champion M C Mary
Kom’s seemingly endless reser-

voir of experience makes her a
strong medal contender yet again
but the spotlight will also be on
some youngsters when India
takes guard at the World Women’s
Boxing Championship starting
here today.

Mary Kom was on
Wednesday seeded third and
handed a bye into the pre-quar-
terfinals. She will begin her cam-
paign on October 8 against a yet
to be decided opponent.

In all, five Indians got first-
round byes into different stages
depending on the size of the draw.
No Indian will be in action on the
opening day of the mega-event.

The 36-year-old Manipuri
has been an ambassador of the
sport not just in India but also the
world over. However, there is a
minor blemish in her magnificent
record — the lack of a world title
in the 51kg category.

She would be aiming to set it
right in this Russian city. This is
not to say she hasn’t done well in
the hard-fought category— Mary
Kom has the Olympic Bronze
medal and the Asian Games
Gold to her credit in the division.

Former champion and Mary
Kom’s contemporary L Sarita
Devi (60kg) is another one to
watch out for after she defeated
last edition’s Bronze-winner and
a much younger Simranjit Kaur
in the trials. Sarita, seeded fourth,
has also got a bye but into the
round of 32.

Outside the ring, the eight-
time Asian medallist is in the run-
ning to become a member of the
International Boxing
Association's (AIBA) first ever
athletes commission, the voting

for which will take place during
the mega-event here. She is
expected to make the panel as
there hasn’t been any other nom-
ination from the Asian block.

Previous editionks Bronze-
medallist Lovlina Borgohain has
moved up a division to 69kg this
time. She is seeded third and
given a bye into the pre-quarter-
finals.

India Open Gold-medallists
Neeraj (57kg) and Jamuna Boro
(54kg) are among the five boxers,
who will be making their debuts
at the big event and can be
expected to create a flutter. Neeraj,
a former national champion, has
got a bye into the round of 32.

In the 75kg category, former
Asian champion Saweety Boora
will be keenly watched. She was
a Silver-medallist in the 2014 edi-
tion of the marquee tourna-
ment.

“This squad is a nice mix.
Last time we had four medals,
let’s see how the debutants
respond to the challenge this
time. Fingers crossed,” national
coach Mohammed Ali Qamar
said.

“Before coming here, we had
a fruitful training stint in Italy
where we got to spar with the
Chinese, which is not some-
thing that happens quite often.
They hardly travel elsewhere
and they are the biggest force in
women’s boxing,” he added.

In the 48kg category, which
Mary Kom made her own,
Strandja Cup Silver-medallist
Manju Rani will be fighting it out
this time. A debutant at the
world championship, Rani got a
bye into the pre-quarterfinals.

“She has shown a lot of
promise and hopefully, it would
translate into a medal here,”
Qamar said.
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Exhausted Andy Murray bat-
tled into a singles quarter-

final for the first time in a year
on Wednesday — and then
immediately grabbed a snooze.

The former world number
one outlasted fellow Briton
Cameron Norrie 7-6 (8/6), 6-7
(4/7), 6-1 over nearly three gru-
elling hours in hot and hazy
Beijing.

The 32-year-old,  now
ranked a lowly 503, will play top
seed Dominic Thiem in the last
eight of the China Open on
Friday.

On the mend after a career-
saving hip operation in January,
Murray looked all in afterwards,
and walked gingerly in and out
of the post-match press confer-
ence.

Blowing out his cheeks sev-
eral times, the three-time Grand
Slam champion said he had
slept in the 90 minutes between
his victory and talking to
reporters.

“I’m tired, I just had a sleep
before coming. I mean, I’m real-

ly tired,” he said.
The hard-fought triumph

over 69th-ranked Norrie means
he reaches the last eight in sin-
gles on the ATP Tour for the first
time since Shenzhen in
September last year.

Also into the quarter-finals
was Russian fourth seed Karen
Khachanov, a 7-6 (7/0), 7-6

(7/5) winner over France’s
Jeremy Chardy. He faces the
Italian Fabio Fognini.

BARTY ADVANCES
In the women’s draw, world

number one Ashleigh Barty will
face Czech seventh seed Petra
Kvitova in the quarter-finals.

The top-ranked Australian,
23, beat home hope Zheng Saisai
6-3, 6-7 (5/7), 6-2, but was
unhappy to have been forced to
three sets.

“I think I was pretty loose, I
played a pretty stupid (second)
set,” said Barty.

“I made far too many errors,
let her back in the match well
and truly.

“I think too many times I
gave away cheap service games...
when I did have my opportuni-
ty, I didn’t take it.

“A bit of a frustrating one.”
Teenage US Open champion

Bianca Andreescu reached the
last 16 with a 6-3, 7-6 (7/5) vic-
tory over Belgium’s unseeded
Elise Mertens.

Andreescu meets Jennifer
Brady of the United States.
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Novak Djokovic stepped up a gear at
the Japan Open on Wednesday,

fending off a tough challenge from
Japanese wild card Go Soeda 6-3, 7-5 to
advance to the quarterfinals.

The world number one said he had
no problems with the injured shoulder
which forced him out of the US Open
as he looked to face French fifth-seed
Lucas Pouille at the Ariake Colosseum.

Djokovic was cruising to a victory
until late in the second set when the 35-
year-old Japanese player put up a tena-
cious fight as the Serb began missing
many of his first serves, reducing his 5-
3 lead to 5-5.

But Djokovic snapped back in form
and took the final two games without

giving a single point away, ending the
match in just over 90 minutes.

“Obviously, I was pleased to get that
done in two (sets),” Djokovic said. “We
must give credit to Go Soeda, who
played a really good match, fought hard,
made me work for my win today.

“For my side, I am really pleased.
Probably I played even on a higher level
than the first round. So the game is
going in the right direction for sure,” he
said.

“I played now three days in a row,”
he said. “Everything is fine.”

Elsewhere, third-seed David Goffin
came from behind in a dramatic first-
round victory against  Pablo Carreno
Busta 1-6, 7-6(8), 6-0.

Djokovic’s next opponent Pouille
defeated Japan's Yoshihito Nishioka 6-
1, 6-2.

American Reilly Opelka squeezed
past Gilles Simon 7-6(4), 7-6(2)

Australian qualifier John Millman
defeated Adrian Mannarino of France
4-6, 6-3, 6-4.

Japanese qualif ier Yasutaka
Uchiyama beat Radu Albot 6-7(2), 6-3,
6-4.

Lloyd Harris of South Africa edged
past Australian eighth-seed Alex de
Minaur 6-3, 6-7(6), 7-6(8).
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Emphasising that opening the batting suits
him, Rohit Sharma said he was mentally

prepared to make the switch as he scored an
unbeaten 115 in his first Test innings as open-
er and with his assuring knock, India seized the
initiative on day one of the series opener against
South Africa.

Asked about his mindset in the lead up to
the series, India’s limited overs vice-captain said
he kept things simple in his head.

“The talk (of him opening in Tests) was
going on for a long time. In the West Indies (in
August), they told me clearly it is going to hap-
pen now. I was prepared for the past two years.
At some stage, I was aware that I might have
to open so I was ready,” said Rohit after scor-
ing his fourth Test ton.

He was part of the squad for West Indies
series but could not final place in the middle
order.

“Of course, opening the batting is a differ-
ent ball game in red ball cricket. Mentally you
have to train your mind more than anything
else. At the same time, you do need to look into
some technical aspects of batting but more than
that you have to challenge yourself mentally to
play the new ball and take the game forward.

“Those are the things I kept in mind when
I went out to bat. There was no confusion about
how I wanted to approach the innings.”

In ODIs too, Rohit used to bat in the mid-
dle order but he became a white-ball great only
with his stupendous success at the top of the
order.

“I think it (opening) just suits my game, just
wear the pads and bat. It was a waiting game,
when I used to bat at five or six. I won’t say it
didn’t suit my batting. Your mind is fresh, we
know we have to play the new ball. You know
the bowlers who will bowl the new ball, these
will be the fielders, so the game plan is easier
for you.

“At number six, the ball is reversing, field
placement is different and you need to keep all
those things in mind. That game of wearing the
pads and going in to bat suits me more,” said
the maker of more than 10,000 runs in limit-
ed overs cricket.
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Pakistan Wednesday
recalled trouble-making

opener Ahmed Shehzad
and middle-order batsman
Umar Akmal for the three-
match Twenty20 series
against Sri Lanka starting
this weekend.

It will be the first time
the 27-year-old Shehzad
will represent Pakistan since
a four-month ban for a
failed dope test last year.

Shehzad played the last
of his 57 Twenty20 interna-
tionals in Scotland in June
last year.

Umar, 29, played the

last of 82 Twenty20 interna-
tionals in 2016 against the
West Indies.

The three Twenty20
internationals will all be
played in Lahore on
October 5, 7 and 9.

Chief selector Misbah-
ul-Haq announced the
changes to the squad.

"From the ODI side
against Sri Lanka there are
three changes. Shehzad,
Umar and Faheem Ashraf
have replaced Abid Ali,
Mohammad Rizwan and
Imam-ul-Haq," said
Misbah.

Sarfaraz Ahmed will
lead the Twenty20 squad.
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Israeli forward Manor
Solomon scored a dramatic

winning goal deep into stoppage
time as Shakhtar came from
behind to beat Atalanta 2-1.

The sides looked set to
share the spoils as the game
moved into a fifth minute of
added time, but then the

Brazilian Dodo found fellow
substitute Solomon in the box
and neither Atalanta goalkeep-
er Pierluigi Gollini nor defend-
er Timothy Castagne could stop
him from scoring.

It was cruel on Atalanta,
who had been denied by
Shakhtar Donetsk goalkeeper
Andriy Pyatov on several occa-
sions and remain without a

point in Group C.
Hammered 4-0 by Dinamo

Zagreb in their first ever match
in the Champions League group
stage, the side from Bergamo
now face a daunting double-
header against Manchester City
next.

Shakhtar had been beaten 3-
0 at home by Pep Guardiola’s
side in their opening game but
this result gives the Ukrainian
champions a massive lift in
their bid to reach the last 16.

����7� Portuguese teenager
Joao Felix scored his first
Champions League goal on
Tuesday as Atletico Madrid
recorded a precious 2-0 win
away to Lokomotiv Moscow.

The 19-year-old Felix,
Atletico’s club-record signing,
put the visitors ahead three
minutes after half-time in Russia
and helped set up Thomas
Partey for the second goal on the
hour. Diego Simeone’s side sit
level on four points at the top of

Group D with Juventus, who
eased to a 3-0 victory at home.

“I’m delighted to score my
first Champions League goal. It
was a great game, and the
important thing was that we
came away with the three
points,” said Felix.

Atletico rallied from two
goals down a fortnight ago in a

2-2 draw with Juventus, but they
took the lead here on 48 minutes
when Felix stabbed in a rebound
after his first effort was parried
by Guilherme.

Felix, who last season
became the youngest player to
score a hat-trick in the Europa
League while with Benfica, cre-
ated the second goal with a sear-

ing break from deep.
Atletico cleared a corner

and Felix surged into the
Lokomotiv half before floating
a cross-field ball towards Costa,
who unselfishly squared for a
sliding Partey to tap home on 58
minutes.

Jan Oblak then produced
two sublime stops as Atletico
remained unbeaten in seven
trips to Russia, winning for the
fourth time in five visits to
Moscow. AFP
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Manchester City manager Pep
Guardiola said Phil Foden’s lack

of minutes for the English champions
is “unfair” as the 19-year-old came off
the bench to score in a 2-0  win over
Dinamo Zagreb.

Foden has been limited to just
one start, in the League Cup against
Preston, so far this season as the
return of Kevin De Bruyne and sign-
ing of Rodrigo has seen the England
under-21 international fall further
down the pecking order.

But he made the most of barely
a few minutes on the field against the
Croatian champions after being intro-
duced as a substitute in stoppage time
to fire home after fellow sub Raheem
Sterling had opened the scoring.

“I know he deserves to play. I
want to give him minutes, every time
he doesn’t play I am completely
unfair to him, I’m sorry,” said
Guardiola.

“But Kevin De Bruyne is there,
David Silva, Bernardo Silva, Rodri,
(Ilkay) Gundogan. It’s what it is.

“I know the best way to grow up
is play minutes and minutes, but he
is so young.

“I don’t know how many players
of that age played as many minutes in
the recent past he played in these
last seasons with us.

“He is going to be an
incredible future player for us
because we count on him
and we trust a lot in him.”

Sterling even hopes
Foden will get enough
chances to shine to make
a late run to be included in the
England squad for next year’s
European Championship.

“I am buzzing for Phil and I want
him in the national team,” said
Sterling. “If he keeps going he will be
there.”

However, City’ local hero Foden
is happy to play a patient game with
such an array of midfield talent to

compete with.
“You have to show the manager

what you can do each day in training,”
said Foden. “Every young kid wants
to play but you have to keep patient.”

City enjoyed 71 percent posses-
sion and had 19 attempts on goal, but
had to wait until 24 minutes from
time to make the breakthrough when
Sterling rounded off an excellent
team move.

The English champions have
maximum points from their opening
two games with back-to-back match-
es against bottom-of-the-group
Atalanta to come.

“It was good. We didn’t concede
one shot on target, with our huge pos-
session we created enough chances to
score earlier, but we were patient,”
added Guardiola.

“We need two more victories to
qualify for the last 16 and hopefully
we can make against Atalanta almost
the definitive step to be there.”

“Nobody is going to give us any-
thing,” said Guardiola. “We did it our-
selves and that’s top. That’s why I love
this team.”
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Serge Gnabry scored four
second-half goals as
Bayern Munich embar-

rassed Tottenham 7-2 on Tuesday —
the biggest-ever margin of defeat suf-
fered by an English team at home in
any European competition.

The Bundesliga champions fell
behind to an early Son Heung-min
goal but then clicked into gear,
producing a ruthless display of fin-
ishing in the north London rain as
Spurs fell apart.

Harry Kane briefly gave the
home side hope with a penalty to
reduce the deficit to 4-2 but that
was merely the prelude to anoth-
er masterclass in finishing from the
five-time European champions.

“It was a great evening for

Bayern Munich and for German foot-
ball,” said Bayern boss Niko Kovac.
“Playing this way here in England is
really unique.”

“I have compassion for my col-
league (Spurs boss Mauricio
Pochettino),” he added, praising the
“amazing” Gnabry and Manuel Neuer
for his display in the Bayern goal.

Spurs, who reached the Champions
League final in June, where they lost to
Liverpool, also had a sluggish start to
the competition last year, winning a sin-
gle point from their first three games.

But Pochettino faces a huge task
now to lift the team after this humbling
at their new ground following an
unconvincing start to the season.

The Spurs boss urged his side to
stay together despite the traumatic
defeat, saying the timing of Bayern’s sec-
ond goal just before half-time was a
hard blow.

“The most important thing is to
stay calm, no rushed analysis, no
rushed judgement, no rushed assess-
ment,” he said, praising the clinical fin-
ishing of Bayern, who had 11 shots on
target.

“You need to show your quality like
a man first,” he added. “To face it like
a professional. This type of situation you
have to show your quality, how you are
strong.”

The early exchanges gave no clue
about the carnage to come.

Tottenham’s deserved early lead was
wiped out 194 seconds later by Joshua

Kimmich but the home side went toe
to toe with Bayern for most of the first
period.

Bayern forged ahead on the stroke
of half-time, though, thanks to a superb
finish from Robert Lewandowski, who
picked up the loose ball at the edge of the
area and swivelled to fire into the bottom
corner.

GNABRY STRIKES
The second half belonged to former

Arsenal man Gnabry, who struck four
times as the visitors completed a rout.
Lewandowski also scored a second.

It was the first time Spurs had con-
ceded seven goals in a home match in any
major competition.

The result leaves Bayern in pole posi-
tion in Group B with two wins from two
matches while Spurs have just one point
after seeing a 2-0 lead wiped out in their
opening game against Olympiakos.

But despite their poor start they are
just two points behind second-placed
Red Star Belgrade, who beat Olympiakos
3-1.

Bayern extended their advantage
eight minutes after the break as Gnabry
broke at pace down the left and burst into
the box before drilling into the bottom
corner.

Spurs’ misery was compounded as
Gnabry struck again two minutes later,
capitalising after Harry Winks lost pos-
session.

Pochettino’s men were handed a life-
line as the referee pointed to the penal-
ty spot for a foul on Danny Rose, with
Kane reducing the deficit to 4-2 on the
hour mark.

But Gnabry sealed his hat-trick for
Bayern in the 83rd minute after racing
beyond the Spurs defence and slotting
past Lloris from 15 yards.

There was still time for Lewandowski
to side-foot home a sixth for the German
giants and Gnabry was able to add his
fourth, and a seventh for Bayern, in the
88th minute.
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Casemiro’s late header res-
cued Real Madrid from an

embarrassing defeat at home
against Club Brugge on Tuesday
as Zinedine Zidane’s side came
from two goals down to salvage
a 2-2 draw.

Madrid were run ragged in
the first half by a brilliant
Brugge and their speedy strik-
er Emmanuel Dennis, who
scored twice at the Santiago
Bernabeu and should have com-
pleted his hat-trick shortly after
the interval.

Instead, Madrid came
storming back as Sergio Ramos
headed in, before Casemiro
claimed a dramatic equaliser in
the 85th minute, seconds after
Brugge’s Ruud Vormer had been
sent off for a second yellow card.

“I would like to keep the
second half and forget the first,”
said Zidane afterwards. “The
goals we conceded were laugh-

able.”
“The match was historic,

the point was historic and the
way we played was as well,” said
Brugge coach Philippe Clement.

After losing 3-0 to Paris
Saint-Germain two weeks ago in
what was Zidane’s worst ever
loss as coach, Madrid will be
relieved to have avoided anoth-
er defeat that would have left
them facing their first ever
group-stage exit in this compe-
tition.

But there were no celebra-
tions at the final whistle from
those in white shirts after a
chaotic performance checked
any morale and momentum
gained following three consec-
utive victories in La Liga.

“I am not worried about
anything,” Zidane said. “We
know we are in a worse situation
in the Champions League but
we keep going.”

“We have to do more, we
have to do better,” added Ramos.
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Cristiano Ronaldo scored
his first goal in this season’s

Champions League, sealing a 3-
0 win for Juventus over Bayer
Leverkusen in their Group D
game in Turin.

Ronaldo blasted in the
third goal in the 89th minute to
extend his record to 127 strikes
in the competition to add to
Gonzalo Higuain and Federico
Bernardeschi’s earlier efforts.

Juventus move top of their
section, level on four points
with Atletico Madrid, who
defeated Lokomotiv Moscow 2-
0 in Russia.

The Italian champions had
been held 2-2 by the Spaniards
at the Wanda Metropolitano in
their opener.

“We had a good match
against a team who love posses-
sion and are not easy to deal
with,” said Juventus coach
Maurizio Sarri.

“They took a lot of energy
out of us in the first half. After
the break, they slowed down a
little and we took control.”

Leverkusen face an uphill

battle after their shock 2-1
defeat at home against
Lokomotiv Moscow and are
rooted to the foot of the table.

“It was a clear defeat,” said
Leverkusen coach Peter Bosz.
“We played well in the first half
even if we didn’t have chances,
and then we made the mistake
which led to the first goal.

“It’s the difference between
a team who has experience in
the Champions League and
one that is beginning its jour-
ney at this level.”

Juventus next host
Lokomotiv and Leverkusen
travel to Atletico on October 22.

“It was an important
match, after the draw in
Madrid we had to win to get
closer to the qualification,” said
Higuain.

“Now we head to Sunday,
because another battle awaits
us,” added the Argentine of
next weekend’s Serie A clash
with leaders Inter Milan.
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Mauro Icardi scored his
first Paris Saint-

Germain goal as the French
champions beat Galatasaray
1-0 to move four points clear
at the top of their  group A.

Argentina forward
Icardi, who joined PSG on
loan from Inter Milan last
month, opened his account
for the club to maintain their
perfect start to their
European campaign after
downing Real Madrid 3-0
two weeks ago.

The Turkish champions
sit third in the standings
with a single point from the
draw at Club Brugge on
September 18 and have not
registered a win in four
games in all competitions.

PSG were without
Neymar, serving the last
match of his European sus-
pension for abusing a refer-
ee on social media, Edinson

Cavani due to a hip injury,
and Kylian Mbappe who
started on the bench as he
continues to recover from a
thigh injury as Icardi led the
attack in Istanbul.

“It wasn’t the hardest
goal to score but it came from
excellent build-up play. He’s
worked a lot,” coach Thomas
Tuchel said.

Next for PSG is a trip to
Club Brugge,while
Galatasaray host the Spanish
giants on October 22.
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