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akistan on Thursday said it
P
has no plans to give India
another consular access to former Navy officer Kulbhushan
Jadhav held captive there and
sentenced to death on charges
of espionage. The Pakistan
Foreign Affairs Ministr y
spokesperson said in Islamabad
“there would be no second consular access to Jadhav.”
Pakistan had on September
2 granted the first consular
access to Jadhav in line with the
“Vienna Convention and the
International Court of Justice
(ICJ) verdict” after much negotiation between India and
Pakistan over terms and conditions for consular access.
Reacting to Pakistan’s decision, India on Thursday said it
will keep trying to ensure that
the judgment of ICJ is fully
implemented and it will remain
in touch with the Pakistani side
through diplomatic channels.
Ministr y of External
Affairs Spokesperson Raveesh
Kumar said India is trying to
resolve the issue via diplomatic channels. Kumar said, “We
will keep trying that judgment
of ICJ is fully implemented. We
would like to remain in touch
with the Pakistani side through
diplomatic channels.”
Charged’ Affaires at the
Indian High Commission in
Islamabad Gaurav Ahluwalia
met Jadhav on September 2
after Pakistan granted consular access to the retired
Indian Navy officer following
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a directive from the ICJ.
After the meeting, the
MEA said Jadhav appeared to
be under “extreme pressure” to
parrot a false narrative to bolster Pakistan’s untenable claims
in his case.
Sources
said
the
Government has received a

detailed report from the Indian
mission in Islamabad following
the consular access. Jadhav
was sentenced to death by a
Pakistani military court on
charges of espionage and terrorism in April 2017. Weeks
later, India approached the ICJ
against Pakistan for denial of

consular access to Jadhav and
to challenge the death sentence.
In its verdict in the case on
July 17, the ICJ ordered
Pakistan to undertake an “effective” review of the conviction
and sentence of Jadhav and
asked it to grant consular access
to him without further delay.

Pakistan claims its security forces arrested Jadhav from
the restive Balochistan province
on March 3, 2016, after he
reportedly entered from Iran.
However, India maintains
that Jadhav was kidnapped
from Iran where he had business interests after retiring
from the Navy.
On the recent developments in the UN Human
Rights Commission (UNHRC)
over Kashmir, Kumar said
Pakistan’s attempt to polarise
and politicise the Kashmir
issue at the UN was rejected.
He also said Pakistan needs
to understand that “repeating
a lie four or five times does not
turn it into a gospel truth”.
The global community is
aware about Pakistan’s role in
aiding, abetting and supporting
terrorist infrastructure which
they have in their country, the
Spokesperson said.
His remarks came two days
after India and Pakistan
engaged in a war of words over
the Kashmir issue on Tuesday
at the UNHRC in Geneva with
New Delhi stoutly defending its
“sovereign decision” to revoke
J&K’s special status, an issue on
which Islamabad demanded
an international investigation
by the global rights body.
“It is quite audacious on the
part of Pakistan that the country which is harbouring terrorists, which is the epicentre
of terrorism, is pretending to
speak on behalf of the global
community on human rights,”
Kumar said.
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he Congress on Thursday
announced that party president Sonia Gandhi with former
Prime
Minister
Manmohan Singh will lead a
nationwide campaign against
the economic slowdown.
Chairing a meeting of top
party leaders, Sonia said the
BJP was misusing the people’s
mandate and proposed to go
aggressively against the Modi
Government. The grand old
party will also begin a door-todoor membership drive next
month and hold “padayatras”
from October 2 to October 9 to
mark the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.
The meeting was attended
by Manmohan Singh, AICC
general secretaries and incharges of various States and
Congress Legislative Party leaders, among others.
While Punjab Chief
Minister Amarinder Singh and

he Regional Office of the
T
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) here on

T
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Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot and Puducherry
CM V Narayanasamy were
present at the meeting, Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister Kamal
Nath and Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Bhagel, and
former
Congress
president Rahul Gandhi were
absent.
It was decided at the meeting that delegate conventions of
Pradesh Congress Committee
will be held across the country
from September 20 to
September 30 to highlight the
“economic slowdown”. This
will be followed by massive agi-

tations across the country from
October 15 to October 25
against the policies that have
led to the slowdown.
While Sonia expressed
concern over the “grim” economic situation and accused
the Government of misusing its
mandate in the “most dangerous” fashion, Manmohan Singh
said the country is in the midst
of dangerously protracted slowdown and the economy was
going from bad to worse.
Singh said the Government
is not realising this and the
worst could happen in the
employment sector.

Thursday forecast heavy to
very heavy rainfall in northern
and coastal districts of Odisha
on account of a cyclonic circulation over West Bengal that
lies centred over Jharkhand.
“Under the impact of the
cyclonic circulation, monsoon
is active in Odisha. Several
parts of north Odisha would
experience light to moderate
rainfall while heavy to very
heavy rainfall warning has
been issued for Sundargarh,
Keonjhar,
Mayurbhanj,
Jharsuguda, Sambalpur, Angul
and Deogarh districts for next
24 hours,” said IMD Regional
Director HR Biswas.
Biswas further informed
that heavy rains are also likely
to occur at isolated places in the
districts
of
Baleswar
Dhenkanal, Cuttack, Khordha,
Jajpur, Cuttack, Bhadrak,
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mid public outcry over the
A
imposition of hefty fines
under the new Motor Vehicles
Act (MVA) and more States
like Uttar Pradesh and
Karnataka refusing to implement the Act in totality, the
Union Road Transport and
Highways Ministry has sought
a legal opinion on whether
States can reduce fines below
the minimum penalty fixed in
the amended Act.
The BJP Governments in
Gujarat, Maharashtra and
Uttarakhand have already
announced reduction in fines.
“We have sought an opinion from the Department of
Legal Affairs, Ministry of Law
and Justice, whether States are
empowered to reduce the
penalties below the minimum
fine fixed under the amended
Act,” said a Ministry official.
“Once we get clarity from
the Ministry of Law whether
the States have the power to
reduce fines below the floor
penalty fixed, we will take
appropriate step based on their
reply,” the official added.
The official said under the
amended Act where the penalty for traffic offences mention
“fine of up to”, the States can

decide on penalties, but where
there is a fixed fine as per the
provision, these could not be
lowered. The Act also provides that offences under various categories can be compounded and for these State
Governments can notify quantum of penalty.
On Wednesday, Road
Transport and Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari had
defended the new MVA saying
it was not for revenue generation but to save precious lives.
Opposition-ruled States
like Madhya Pradesh and West
Bengal have refused to implement the new law.
UP Transport Minister
Ashok Kataria said the State
Government is “relaxing the
fines for now”. Another BJP
ruled State of Karnataka decided to go against the provisions
of MVA penalties.
“In the interest of the people of Uttar Pradesh, the
Government is reconsidering
what and how it should be
done,” Kataria said on the
implementation of the MVA

fines. “We will soon take a decision and come out with the
rates of penalty,” he said.
Karnataka Chief Minister
BS Yediyurappa said,
“Regarding the cut in the
penalties for violation of traffic rules under MVA, we will
get the orders of the Gujarat
Government. I have instructed
our officials that we will follow
that order here also. Mostly in
about two-three days like in
Gujarat, here also we will try to
cut the penalties that are high,”
Yediyurappa said.
Uttarkhand Cabinet on the
other hand cleared the proposal
to reduce some of the penalties
by half. But it decided not to
relax fines for driving without
wearing helmets, speeding or
tripling on two wheelers.
Meanwhile, police and
people clashed on the streets of
Patna when traffic cops fined
a woman driver for not wearing seat belt. The police had to
resort to lathi charge. In several
other parts of the country,
similar clashes have been
reported.

6WDWHLQLWLDWHVVWHSV
WRUHOD[URDGUXOHV

BTeTaP[_Pacb^UcWTBcPcT
Tg_TaXT]RTSWTPehaPX]UP[[
X]cWT_Pbc!#W^dab
7T\PVXaXX]Bd]SPaVPaW
SXbcaXRcaTR^aSTSWXVWTbc
aPX]UP[[^U $%\\U^[[^fTS
Qh "#%\\X]9WPabdVdSP
P]S "\\X]BP\QP[_da

Bargarh, Subarnapur and
Koraput in the next 24 hours.
Several parts of the State
experienced heavy rainfall in
the past 24 hours. Hemagiri in
Sundargarh district recorded
highest rainfall of 156mm, followed by 134.6 mm in
Jharsuguda and 103 mm in
Sambalpur.
As the weather condition
would remain rough, fishermen have been warned not to
venture into the sea for the next
24 hours. “Though the intensity of rainfall would decrease
after 48 hours, light to moderate rainfall would occur at several parts of the State,” Biswas
added.

?=BQ 17D10=4BF0A

ollowing the public outF
rage over levying of heavy
fines, the State Government has
started taking steps for relaxation of the new road rules.
Transport Secretary G
Srinivas has written to DGP BK
Sharma urging the latter for
non-compounding
of
offences during vehicle checking.
But usage of mobile

phones while driving and
drunken driving would remain
compoundable.
“You are requested to kindly take necessary steps by issuing suitable instructions to all
DCPs and SPS to ensure that
while enforcing different provisions of MV Act, not to
compound offence punishable
under Section 184 (except
using mobile phone while driving) and Section 185 (drunken driving) as the said offences

are not compoundable under
Section 200 of said Act,”
Srinivas stated.
He also asked the police to
ensure that people are not
harassed under the amended
MV Act.
“It has been brought to the
notice of the Government that
while enforcing the amended
law, there have been instances
of harassment by the police
leading to public resentment,"
stated Srinivas.
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ord Jagannath and His siblings
are no doubt known for their
opulence; but when it comes to
offering Prasad, the deities are no
more having their gold utensils;
rather they are served the offerings on brass plates.
This gross negligence to the
Lords has been continuing since
long at a time when the Odisha
Government is planning to spend
C5,000 crore for developing Puri
into a ‘World Heritage City’.
Though the presiding deities
of four crore Odias own two gold
and three silver utensils, which are
kept in the storeroom or ‘Bhandar
Ghar’ of the Shreemandir. They
are being offered prasad in brass
plates, said sources.

L

Question arises, as to why
the practice of offering Prasad
to deities in gold and silver
utensils has been stopped.
Has the Shree Jagannath
Temple Administration
(SJTA) forgotten about the
Bhandar Ghar? Or these precious utensils have been missing from the storeroom!
As per traditional beliefs,
the Lords used to eat ‘prasad’
in three gold utensils when the
Shreemandir affairs were
being managed by the Puri
Gajapati. As one of these gold
plates was damaged after a
piece of stone fell on it several years back, the practice
was stopped and offering was
made in brass plates. No effort
was made to repair or replace
the plate made of the precious
yellow metal. Instead the damaged gold utensil was transformed
into a ‘Chakra’ of the deities.
Pained over the disrespect to
the Lords, one Bhagaban Suara, a
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he headmistress of the Mathasahi Mahabir
T
Nodal school here was suspended on
Thursday following an incident of a Class-I stu-

Kanduri Mahasuara servitor, had
donated to the temple three silver
utensils worth about C15 lakh
then. For a few days, the deities

were offered
Prasad in these silver plates,
but the practice was discontinued
citing one reason or the other.

Sources said money was
demanded from the servitor as
donation to which he obliged for
a few days. But when he showed

his inability to donate more
money to the temple, the practice
of offering Bhog in silver utensil
was stopped.

dent being found locked on the school premises on Wednesday.
The suspension of headmistress Shanti
Pratima Mohapatra came after the School and
Mass Education Department directed the District
Education officer (DEO) to conduct a detailed
inquiry into the incident.
Reports said the student had gone to the toilet when the teachers and the peon allegedly
locked the school gate and left.
The minor boy was rescued after locals spotted him crying near the gate of the school.
A video of the entire incident went viral on
social media.
But ironically, the school authorities claimed
that they usually lock the students in the school
when their guardians come late to pick their
wards.
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he Centre has allowed the
State Government to estabT
lish as many as 45 Fast Track
Special Courts (FSTCs) for
expeditious trial and disposal
of rape and other sexual
offences against children in a
time-bound manner.
The Union Ministry of
Law and Justice has given the
permission in view of the very
large number of pending rape
and POCSO cases, said a senior
official here.

While more than 1.60 lakh
POCSO cases are pending for
trial in the country, the number of such cases in the State is
8,731.
A total of 1,023 FSTCs,
including 45 in Odisha, would
be set up in the country. Out of
these 45 FSTCs in Odisha, 22
courts would be exclusively
designated as POCSO Courts
and the rest 23 courts would
deal with both rape
and POCSO cases, said the official.
As per the direction of the
Supreme Court, a district having more than 100 POCSO
cases would have a designated
special court to trial sexual

offences against children.
This special scheme, under
which the FSTCs will be established, will operate for one
year and spread over two financial years (2019-20 to 2020-21).
While a total of C33.75
crore per annum will spent for
operation of 45 FCSCs in the
State, the Union Government
and the State Government
would bear the spending at 60
per cent (C20.25 crore) and 40
per cent (C13.50 crore), respectively.
Sources said that the
Centre has proposed to the
State to start the courts on or
before the upcoming Gandhi
Jayanti on October 2.
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nspector
General (IG)
IHarminder
Pal
on Thursday
took over as
the Frontier
Commander of
B o r d e r
Security Force
(BSF)
in
Odisha replacing IG Ashwini
Kumar Singh,
who has been
transferred to Siliguri in West
Bengal.
After assuming office, Pal,
a BSF-cadre officer of 1984
batch, said the anti-Maoist
operations would be intensified

?=B Q 17D10=4BF0A

he Orissa High Court (HC) on
Thursday issued a stay order on the
T
direction of the National Human

in coming days.
Besides, focus would be
given on facilitation of various
developmental projects in the
cutoff area in Malkangiri district.

>UgRecRQid_UQcUS_^WUcdY_^Y^SYdi
EP]XEXWPaA>1
c^R[^bTUa^\
=^eT\QTa
?=B Q 17D10=4BF0A

n a bid to reduce traffic conIjunctions
gestion at important road
in the city, a new bus
bay has been created near
Satsang Vihar on National
Highway-16.
The Commissionerate
Traffic police on Wednesday
night marked a section of the
NH in the area as a new bus bay
to facilitate local, long-route
and inter-State buses to board
or de-board passengers.
“With the new bus bay
operating, the two bus stops at
Vani Vihar and Acharya Vihar
will now be bypassed. The
buses will take the flyover near

the Crown Hotel and stop at
Satsang Vihar bypassing the
entire city traffic midway,” said
city Traffic ACP Amaresh
Panda.
Traffic police are hopeful
that the new bus bay would
help ease vehicular movement
at the busy traffic junctions like

Vani Vihar and Acharya Vihar
which generally get congested
due to movement of heavy
vehicles, mainly passenger
buses. But the bus owners’
association has demanded the
administration to put up a
permanent facility for the welfare of passengers.
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a bid to create awareness
Ithenamong
the motorists about
new road rules, the
Commissionerate police rolled
out a ‘Sachetanata Rath’ here on
Thursday.
DCP (Traffic) Sagarika
Nath said the drive is aimed at

spreading awareness about the
new traffic rules and the
penalties levied for
flouting it.
The message and the information regarding the same
would be spread through loudspeakers attached to the fourwheeler vehicle.
Besides, photographs and

posters displayed on
the side of the vehicle
would also provide
basic information to
passersby as images
are a powerful way to
transmit messages and
raise awareness.
She said that the
police are focusing
mainly on only five
types of traffic violations i.e. driving without helmets, drunken
driving, wrong-side
driving, using mobile
phone while driving,
and not wearing helmet or seat belts.
Earlier on Tuesday, police
distributed helmets to the twowheeler riders though penalising them for not wearing the
headgear and also distributed
‘Thank You’ notes to them for
following traffic rules. Sources
said the drive would be
launched in Bhubaneswar from
Friday.

A railway over-bridge
(ROB) connecting Satsang
Vihar and Rasulgarh will be
temporarily shut from
November for expansion work.
In a related development,
in view of ongoing tripling
railway line project work
between Barang and Khurda
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BHUBANESWAR: A day after a video of administering

Road, the authorities have
decided to suspend vehicular
movement on the railway overbridge at Vani Vihar for one
year.
During the expansion work
of the ROB and tripling railway
line construction work, vehicles
en route to Rasulgarh would
ply via the Mancheswar ROB
and heavy vehicles coming
from Khordha would be diverted from Pitapalli and move to
their respective destinations
via Chandaka, Mendhasala and
Barang. A traffic plan in this
regard has been approved by
the Commissionerate police.
The locals residing at a slum
located near the railway line at
Vani Vihar have been served
notices by the railway authorities to vacate the area for the
tripling line project, sources
said.
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Rights Commission (NHRC) that
asked the State Government to cancel/suspend registration of the Apollo
Hospitals, Bhubaneswar in connection
with a kidney transplantation case.
The HC asked the Government
not to take any action against the hospital and the Apollo Hospitals authorities to submit a reply before the
NHRC within four weeks.
On September 8, the NHRC had
directed the Government to cancel
registration of the hospital for breaching the provisions of the
Transplantation of Human Organs and
Tissues Act-1994.
It was alleged that the private hospital had taken out the kidney of one
Anil Kumar Swamy through deception.
In a notice, the NHRC stated, “The
authorisation committee constituted
by the Government of Odisha has
approved/granted NOC for transplantation of kidney from Jayaram
Dora (donor) to Raghaba Ram Dora
(recipient) without verifying or conducting a proper enquiry in this matter and subsequently the kidney of
Anil Swamy was removed and transplanted into the body of Raghaba Ram
Dora.”
Terming the incident a serious
lapse, the NHRC said the Government
is vicariously liable for such lapse of the
committee.
The NHRC had also issued a
show-cause notice to the Government
seeking a reply within eight weeks as
to why the commission should not recommend Rs 2, 00,000 as compensation
to be paid to the victim.

of an injection to a dead person at the District
Headquarters Hospital went viral on social media, Health
and Family Welfare Minister Naba Kishore Das on
Thursday ordered a probe into the incident.
Notably, a youth identified as Khetramani Kisan (30)
of Jalibahal village under Laikera block in this district had
consumed pesticide. Following this, his family members
rushed him to Jharsuguda DHH.
On reaching the hospital, no doctors or other staffs
attended the critical patient. After an hour, he died.
Later, a group of nurses gathered near the dead body
and started administering saline and injection to the
deceased.
In the video posted on social media, the deceased
youth’s brother could be seen asking the Nurses why they
were administering saline to the dead. Concerned over the
incident, the Health Minister directed the Jharsuguda
CDMO-in-Charge Dolamani Patel to probe the incident
and submit a report.
PNS
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BHUBANESWAR: Eminent educationist and philanthropist Dr Achyuta Samanta, who is the founder of KIIT
and KISS here, was conferred with the prestigious
Honorary Doctorate by the National Chin-Yi University
of Technology (NCUT), Taiwan on Thursday.
At a Special Convocation Ceremony, NCUT President
Prof Wen-Yuan Chen bestowed the award upon Dr
Samanta for his outstanding contributions to the fields of
education and social work.
The NCUT was founded in 1971 by Chang Ming to
cultivate young talents in engineering and management.
It is based on the motto of selfless service.
Dr Samanta expressed his heartfelt thanks to Prof Chen
and International Department Dean-cum-Professor C Yan
Huang for recognising his relentless social service and contribution to education for the last 30 years.
PNS
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he CESU Vigilance Wing along with the
Divisional Squad staffs started checking of
electric meters of telecom towers
under
the
Bhubaneswar
City
Distribution Division–II, Bhubaneswar
area. Divisional Head Bani Bhubasan Mohanty
said that the vigilance squad would check all
125 telephone towers installed in Nayapally,
Khandagiri and Kanan Vihar areas on the
grounds of public safety and commercial purpose.
During the checking, all the meters of the
towers, meter seals and actual electricity load
consumption would be verified by the squad
officials, he added.
Mohanty further said that action would be
taken against the violators for unauthorised
load consumption which is more than the actual contract demand and breaking of meter seals
and others.

T
?=B Q 17D10=4BF0A

ritish Deputy High
Commissioner India Bruce
B
Bucknell met Odia Language,
Literature and Culture
Principal
Secretar y
Manoranjan Panigrahy here
on Thursday.
They agreed to upgrade
and develop the British
Information Centre working in

the Dr Harekrushna Mahtab
State Library here. The center's
activities in promoting higher
education, professional training
and cultural exchanges would
be further developed. Bucknell
highly praised world famous
Car Festival and other cultural resources of Odisha.
Panigrahy presented some
books on Odisha to Bucknell
on the occasion.
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mobile application, to be developed jointly
by the Social Security and Empowerment of
A
Persons with Disabilities (SSEPD) Department
and the National Institute of Mental Health and
Neurosciences ('NIMHANS), Bengaluru, would
be used for the treatment of mentally retarded
children in the State.
SSEPD Minister Ashok Chandra Panda
informed this here on Thursday. Panda said that
he
has
recently
discussed
the
issue with NIMHANS Director BN
Gangadhar.
Panda also said that the Narayan
Hrudayalaya has been requested to speed up its
work for establishment of a hospital in
Bhubaneswar during his meeting with its
Director Dr Devi Setty.
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n the eve of Gandhi Jayanti
on October 2, 2014, Prime
O
Minister Narendra Modi gave
a call to the nation to make
India a clean country by
October 2, 2019 to mark the
150th birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi.
To Gandhiji, cleanliness
was not only fetish, it was also
a powerful weapon to eliminate
caste system from India and
bring social equality. He had
rightly said, "To me. sanitation
is more important than independence." Gandhiji was aware
of the pathetic situation of
Indian rural people and he

dreamt of clean India where he
emphasised on cleanliness and
sanitation as an integral part of
living.
Unfortunately, after 72
years of Independence, we have
only about 30 per cent of the
rural households with access to
toilet Perhaps, Prime Minister
Modi has felt the relevance of
the Gandhian thought and
indirectly indicated that the
maintenance of the cleanliness is a civic duty of all the citizens to improve the primary
health of our country.
Making India a clean country is certainly a difficult thing
to achieve, unless people make
it a habit and by action to clean
their own surroundings.
Average places in our country
are seen fastidiously clean in
terms of hygiene and public
sanitation. Hence, this call has
become a challenge to all the
citizens.
The Prime Minister has
rightly asserted that Swachh
Bharat Mission should be a
combined effort of both
Government as well as the
public.
It should not be a rebranding of another Nirmal

Bharat exercise. There is no
doubt about the fact that
change begins at home. Every
citizen of the country should
take it upon himself to make
the campaign a success rather
waiting for the Government to
impose and do.
The programme was initiated with a hope that the attitude of the people towards
hygiene and sanitation can be
changed when a call to that
effect is given by the
Government.
Slowly five years have
passed. It is now time to assess
the impact of the programme.
I have been associated with
Pipili Sanskrutika Parishad,
Pipili, one of the organisations
in implementation of the programme right from October
2014.
Along with me, Padma
Shri Bhabani Charan Pattnaik,
Prof Radhamohan, and two
dedicated scientists Dr PSB
Anand and Dr Pravakar Nanda
of ICAR-lndian Institute of
Water
Management,
Bhubaneswar are part of the
drive.
The organisation, Pipili
Sanskrutika Parishad, started

the programme with effect
from October 2, 2014 with a big
group
of
volunteers
numbering nearly 300 boys
and girls.
The organisation is now
going to complete 500 hours by
October 2, 2019. Cleaning the
local hospital premises to several drinking water points in
different villages around Pipili,
the organisation has cleaned
several river bridges to platform of Bhubaneswar Railway
Station.
So far, the organisation
has completed 180 cleaning
camps. The camp is done every

Sunday morning for three
hours and attendance is taken
for the participants.
On completion of every 25
hours or 50 hours of cleaning,
a programme is organized at
different villages to assess the
work and motivate the
people.
Some volunteers are honoured for their good work
done in the camps. In this
process, some PSU and
Government organisations
namely Nalco, NFDL, ICAR
and NHAI have joined with the
organisation to encourage the
volunteers.

When the volunteers pursue some of the villagers for use
of toilets, they say about nonavailability of water and safety
tanks in their houses.
Hence, toilets constructed
in the rural households with
Government assistance are not
utilised. It is rather discouraging to listen to the villagers for
such a reply.
However, the advisors console the volunteers by saying
"old habit take time to change,
so don't get discouraged ."
On the other hand, while
executing a street cleaning or
village road cleaning or river
bridge cleaning, spontaneous
joining of the public with the
volunteers in cleaning work is
very much encouraging Many
people sweat and clean the
muddy and dirty roads.
Many young boys and girls
join the work apart from their
own villages. It indicates that
younger generation like this
programme cannot go without
sanitation.
At some places, people
pass very nude comments like
naming the volunteers as "Modi
agents" and asking the group
about the amount of money

given to them for doing the
such cleaning work. In a laughing gesture, the volunteers
reply, they are a “change agent”
and they meet their own
expenditure on voluntary contribution.
However, these are not discouraging factors. Ultimately,
the programme has to be made
a success and India's sanitary
health has to be improved. For
that continuous efforts have to
be made.
The Parishad has done
some commendable work at
Dangamal, Bhitarkamka,
Kendrapada, Damanjodi and
Koraput town.
Another impressive camp
was held at Nalco Campus,
Damanjodi on October 2, 2018.
More than 150 boys and girls
of the Parishad went to
Damanjodi from Bhubaneswar
by train to celebrate 400 hours
of completion of Swatchh
Bharat Mission to popularise
the programme.
Followed by that, on the
next day, there was a cleaning
Camp at Chandan Pokhari in
the district headquarters of
Koraput.
A few days back, I got a

chance visit the Jindal Steel and
Power company at Angul. I was
impressed to see the high standard of cleanliness maintained
by the company.
It is proved by the company that Swachh Bharat Mission
may be a call given by the
Government, but It is a national movement now.
The success of the maintenance of sanitation is very
much visible in the barracks of
the Defence forces. It is due to
periodical inspections by the
higher officials, ceremonial kit
layouts and other social functions.
With that armed forces
remain disease free, fighting fit
and ever smart. It is observed
that majority of our military
cantonments and military
establishment present a high
standard of cleanliness compared to other municipalities
and organisations. The
Cantonments of Lucknow.
Ambala, Bangalore, Meerut
and other places deserve appreciation. It is because of the continuous training and civic
sense.
(The writer is PVSM,
AVSM,VSM (Retd))
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ajor investors in the State are restive
due to absence of raw material secuM
rity and they have requested the State
Government for making provisions for the
industries keeping their investments in
sight.
One after another major investors have
raised the issue with the State Government
and with the presence of proactive industry savvy Chief Secretary Asit Tripathy, the
captains of industry are hopeful of a
favourable dispensation for the investors.
While Jindal Steel and Power Limited
(JSPL) chairman Naveen Jindal raised the
issue with Chief Secretary Tripathy,
Vedanta Limited, largest investor in the
State, which is facing a tough time, has also
approached the State administration for
raw material security.
In fact, in absence of bauxite availability, Odisha operations of Vedanta
Alumina at Lanjigarh will be unmaintainable and economically unviable.
While Vedanta Limited has already
invested C52,000 crore, it is expanding its

refinery at Lanjigarh with a new investment of C6,500 crore. This will make the
refinery plant of 2 million tonnes per
annum (MTPA) to a 6-MTPA capacity.
The Odisha Government had
approved the expansion project in April
2018. For a 6-MTPA plant, it requires 18
MTPA bauxite and the Vedanta has “zero
raw material security”.
The Nalco, which is having a 2.28MTPA-capacity refinery, has the bauxite
requirement of 6.8 MTPA and with mines
available, the Central PSU has “raw material security” for 56 years.
HINDALCO, which is having 1.5
MTPA refinery plant, requires 4.5 MTPA
of bauxite and it has “raw material security” for 45 years.
So it is high time that the State
Government needed to review its mechanism for providing raw material security to the largest investor in the State, said
a senior officer in the Department of
Industries. A major bauxite deposit is available at Sasubahumali, which is under control of the Odisha Mining Corporation
(OMC). Operationalisation of the miner-
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al block would help the investors take mineral for their requirement, officials said.
Expansion of the Kodingamali mines
from 3 to 6 MTPA is needed, said a senior
official.
Raising the raw material securityduring his meeting with the Chief Secretary,
Naveen Jindal pointed out that companies
which have invested thousands of crores
of rupees in steel plants and have created
employment in thousands should be given
preference in iron ore auction.
He had also requested for giving iron
ore mines first for captive consumption
and then for merchant mining. Jindal also
demanded for reduction in iron ore price
because of fall in global steel price
The JSPL has invested Rs 47,000 crore
in Odisha in setting up the largest steel
plant in the State. “It needs raw material
security to become viable," he added. The
JSPL buys about 1 million tonnes of iron
ore every month in Odisha, making it the
largest buyer of iron ore in the State. So,
the JSPL needs raw material security, urged
Jindal, hoping for a favourable decision by
the Government.
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hough huge finds were
spent to provide basic
T
needs of life, the woes of the villagers living in bodering areas
of Raighar block adjacent to
Chhattisgarh remain unaltered.
The
residents
of
Borahoguda and Gudipara
under Gona panchayat of
Raighar block in Nabarangpur
district are still deprived of
minimum amenities.
The primary school situated at Gudipara village is the
only one for five villages,
Borahoguda, Bhatipara,
Jampani and Pujharipara, from
where students studying in
this school.
There is only an 800-meter
muddy pedestrian road being
crossed by a stream, which is
the only way of transportation
to village Gudipara.
When rainy season comes,
these villages get cut off from
the block headquarters in
absence of a bridge. Due to lack

organisations would lock all
Government offices for two
days on September 18 and 19
to put pressure on the State and
Union Governments for establishment of a permanent High
Court Bench here at the earliest. Bar Association president
Pramod Kumar Tripathy
informed this after chairing a
meeting here on Wednesday
evening. Representative of different trade unions, including
of banks, LIC and GIC, and
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n yet another such shameful
incident, a tribal girl student
Istudying
at a residential high
school at Mohana in Gajapati
district has been found pregnant.
Sources said the girl, who
studies in Class-X at the residential school, is pregnant for
five months.
Sources said that when
authorities of the residential
high school came to know that
the girl has not been menstruating for past two months,
they took her for a medical test
at the Mohana Community
Health Centre (CHC). During
the examination, it was found
that the girl is pregnant.

After receiving the information, Gajapati Collector
Anupam Saha directed
Mohana BDO Bansidhar
Khosala and police to probe the
matter. Besides, the District
Child Welfare official is also
probing the case.
Notably, a Class-VII girl
had been found to be pregnant
in
Papadahandi
of
Nabarangpur district on
Wednesday. The matter came
to the fore after a complaint
was lodged by the girl’s mother at the Papadahandi police
station.
Acting on the complaint,
police arrested a youth of
Ghusurabedha village under
the POCSO Act and various
Sections of the IPC.
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he 20th annual function of the SP Nanda
Library here was celebrated recently under
the chairmanship of
library chief Dushmanta
Kumar Rout.
Jajpur Road police
station IIC Anil Kumar
Mohanty, trade union
leader Chandramani Samal
and police officer Pabitra
Maharana attended the event as
guests and lauded the service
provided by the library since 20
years.
On the occasion, Bidyapith
High School Headmaster
Sanjay Kumar Deo, Chunavati
Project Primar y School
Headmaster Ranjit Kumar
Mohapatra, Model School
Senior Teachers Damodar
Patra, Jyotirmayee Pani,

of communication, locals,
including pregnant women,
children, ailing persons and
senior citizens are dependent
on slings and other such modes
of transportation to reach the
nearby hospitals.
Incidents like pregnant
women delivering on the way
to hospital, death due to
delayed medical facilities and
students deprived of going to

other organisations attended
the meeting. “A High Court
was functioning here before the
erstwhile Patna State merged
with Odisha. During merger,
we were assured to get all the
all the services of a High Court
here. Even today, the District
Judge of Balangir is the Ex-officio Registrar of the Orissa
High Court. One can file a case
in the High Court here without
going to Cuttack.
Though lawyers and people of the district have been
demanding for a permanent
HC Bench for the last 60 years,
it yet to be met,” said
Tripathy.

school are common affairs for
the villagers in rainy season.
They said to have approached
the local representatives and
district administration to do
the needful in this regard but
in vain.
As communication woes
worsened with the advent of
monsoon, and the villagers
constructed a wooden bridge
on the stream by their own

offee is now going to bring
sweet taste of better ecoC
nomic returns in the life and
livelihoods of large numbers of
small and marginal tribal coffee growers.
The State Government
through its dedicated tribal
welfare organisation TDCCOL
along with the Coffee Board of
India will provide an end to
end solution for boosting the
growth of coffee plantation
and small holder planters.
“The TDCCOL has set up
a processing and warehousing
facility at Sunabeda for curing
parchment and cherry coffee,
clean coffee grading and storage,” said TDCCOL Managing
Director Mansi Nimbhal.
“The TDCCOL would
directly procure parchment
and cherry from small and
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marginal tribal farmers
through aggregation centers
on mutually agreed price with
direct beneficiary transfer

(DBT).
A Micro testing lab will be
set up soon,” added Nimbhal.
As man y as 11 retail out-
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panchayat office on Wednesday evening.
According to reports, the villagers have been facing
severe water problem since the last few years. The pipe
water supply project that was set up by the block authority has been lying defunct.
The villagers had taken up the issue with the BDO
of Jharigam block, along with gram panchayat PEO but
no action was taken.
On Wednesday, they found PEO Kalipada Kirtnaya
and the peon in the local panchayat office. Naib
Sarpanch Ratana Jani, with Ward members Maruku Jani
and Tulu Majhi, and local villagers locked them inside.
They demanded steps for ensuring permanent piped
water supply system to the village. The protesters alleged
that the officials have turned a deaf ear to their repeated complaints of water crisis.
However, after intervention of IIC Pramod Kumar
Nayak of Jharigam police station, the matter was resolved
and the agitators opened the lock of panchayat office at
night.

lets of TDCCOL named Adisha
as well through ecommerce
adisha.in and amazon.in are
selling Koraput Coffee in premium packaging.
The Coffee Board of India
is the lead technical partner,
providing
support
on coffee plantation development.
It is providing guidance to
coffee growers on best management practices for pre and
post-harvest techniques.
The Coffee Board helps out
in skill building of small and
marginal coffee farmers on
better
cultural
practices to increase production, standardization of quality parameters for parchment,
cherry and cleancoffee as well
as technical support for
setting up processing unit,
micro testing lab and warehouse.
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review meeting of second
year of ceremony of Ama
A
Prativa, Ama Parichaya held
Pallahara was conducted here.
President of the organisation as
well as the Sub Collector,
Pallahara, Ajit Kumar Pradhan
presided
over
the meeting.
Founder
member,
Dhenkanal MP Mahesh Sahoo
was the chief guest while
Lingaraj Dash, Jasobanta Samal
and Akshay Kumar Sahu were
guests.

The title of the organisation
was changed as Ama Prativa,
Ama Gourava. Similarly. the
function date of the was also
changed to October 4 instead
of September 5.
The total expenditure and
income of the current year
was presented by cashier
Tankadhar Pradhan. General
secretary Sushil read the out
the annual report and focused
on the problems of the organisation. President-cum-SubCollector advised for permanent registration of the organisation.
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=PQPaP]V_da=PhPVPaW) 0_Tab^]fPbZX[[TSP]S ^cWTabfTaTX]YdaTS
X]cf^bT_PaPcTa^PS\XbWP_bX]=PhPVPaWP]S=PQPaP]V_daSXbcaXRcb
[PcT^]FTS]TbSPh]XVWc>]T:PX[PbW<PYWXSXTSP]SP]^cWTa_Tab^]fPb
RaXcXRP[[hX]YdaTSX]PR^[[XbX^]QTcfTT]cf^QXZTb]TPa:PaPVPd]STa
D\PaZ^cTQ[^RZ8]=PhPVPaW]X]T_Tab^]bfTaTX]YdaTSX]R[dSX]VUXeT
bTaX^db[hfWT]PQdbQhfWXRWcWThfTaTcaPeT[[X]VaP\\TSX]c^P
a^PSbXSTcaTT]TPa6P]XPCWTQdbfPbT]a^dcTc^:d\QWPa_PSPUa^\
=PhPVPaWCWTX]YdaTSfTaTPS\XccTSc^P]TPaQhW^b_XcP[Ua^\fWTaT
UXeTfTaTbWXUcTSc^cWT3XbcaXRc7TPS`dPacTab7^b_XcP[
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0]Vd[) 0]T[STa[hf^\P]
fPbW^b_XcP[XbTSPUcTaQTX]V
PccPRZTSQhP]
T[T_WP]cPc3P]VP_P[eX[[PVT
d]STa2WWT]SX_PSPQ[^RZX]
0]Vd[SXbcaXRc
^]CWdabSPh\^a]X]VCWT
X]RXST]cc^^Z_[PRTfWT]
?PaQPcX<PYWX%
fPbaTcda]X]VW^\TPUcTa
PccT]SX]V]PcdaT³bRP[[]TPa
PfPcTaR^dabT
CWTT[T_WP]cPccPRZTScWTf^\P]fWX[TbWTfPb_PbbX]VcWa^dVWP\P]V^
Va^eT?PaQPcXfPbU^d]S[hX]V^]cWTa^PSQhP]T[T_WP]cb`dPS
caPeT[[X]V^]cWTfPhCWTb`dPSadbWTSWTac^cWT2^\\d]Xch7TP[cW
2T]caT2722WWT]SX_PSPUa^\fWTaTbWTfPbbWXUcTSc^cWT3XbcaXRc
7TPS`dPacTab7^b_XcP[0]Vd[

1aPW\P_da)0b\P]hPbTXVWc_Tab^]bfTaTPaaTbcTSQhcWT1aPW\P_da
_^[XRT^]CdTbSPhU^aSad]ZT]SaXeX]VX]cWTRXchCWTPaaTbcTTbfTaT
U^afPaSTSc^R^dac^]FTS]TbSPh1aPW\P_daB??X]PZ<XbWaPbPXS 
_Tab^]bfTaTWT[SU^aSad]ZT]SaXeX]VX]SXUUTaT]c_[PRTbP]SP\^]V
cWT\TXVWcfTaTPaaTbcTSCWT^cWTacf^_Tab^]bfTaTaT[TPbTS^]
WTP[cWXbbdTbQdcWPeTPbZTSc^RP]RT[cWTXaSaXeX]V[XRT]bTbPSSTS
<XbWaP
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9PY_daA^PS)CWT2^\\^]?T^_[T5^ad\WT[SPR^]S^[T]RT\TTcX]VU^a
bT]X^aY^da]P[Xbcb3X[X_BPc_PcWhP]S6XaXbW?PaWXWTaTd]STacWT
RWPXa\P]bWX_^U8=CD29PY_daSXbcaXRc_aTbXST]c1XShPSWPa<^WP]ch
28CD9PY_daSXbcaXRc_aTbXST]c?aPUd[[P=PhPZb^RXP[PRcXeXbc
1XbfPYXc<^WP]ch[PfhTa2WP]SaPBTZWPa?P]SP1XQTZP]P]SP<^WP]ch
DSPhPQPcPTSXc^a3dbW\P]cP:d\PaA^dc?aPUd[[P:d\Pa=PhPZ
7TPS\XbcaTbbBP]YdZcP<^WP_PcaP=XaP]YP]6WPSPXbRaXQTD\PZP]cP
A^dc6hP]PAP]YP]A^dcAPZTbWA^dcP]S<PWTbfPa=PhPZaT\T\QTaTS
BPc_PcWhP]S?PaWX
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1^dSW)0Q^Sh^UP]d]XST]cXUXTS_Tab^]fPbU^d]SU[^PcX]V^]CT[
aXeTa]TPa:P\PVWPaeX[[PVTd]STacWT:P]cP\P[_^[XRT[X\XcbX]1^dSW
SXbcaXRc^]CWdabSPh\^a]X]V;^RP[bb_^ccTScWTQ^ShP]SX]U^a\TS
_^[XRTPQ^dcXcCWTQ^ShfPbfaP__TSX]R[^cW8cfPbbdb_TRcTScWPc
cWTQ^Sh\XVWcWPeTQTT]fPbWTSPbW^aTQhU[^^SfPcTa
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court van hit a motorcycle near Arjunpur Chhak on the
Sonepur-Balangir stretch of NH-57, killing two persons who
A
weretravelling by the two-wheeler on Thursday morning.
Reports said that the court van was carrying 16 under-trial
prisoners to the Rampur court. The motorbike driver and pillion rider died on the spot. The identities of the deceased were
yet to be established till last reports came in. Efforts were on to
ascertain their identities.
Police recovered the bodies and started an investigation into
the incident.

2Yb\QDibUcg_b[Ubc
`b_dUcdbUdbU^SX]U^d
he Birla Tyres Workers’
Union staged a demonT
stration in front of the plant

he Big Bazaar police here on
rotesting the apathy of officials towards mitigating the
Wednesday arrested two
drinking water scarcity, villagers of Badatemera
T
P
miscreants, who were involved in
gram panchayat under Jharigam block locked the local
looting a businessman after throwing
chili power in his eyes on
August 26.
The arrestees were identified as
Kanhu Sethi (21) of Panigrahi Pentho
and Suresh Behera (28) of
Aankushpur.
Big Bazaar PS IIC Prasant
Bhupati said the police also seized a
vehicle from their possessions and
suspects it to be a stolen one.
The arrestees are also involved in
many other cases, he added.
It might be mentioned that the
accused on August 26 had
looted K Satyanarayan Patro, a flour
businessman, near Prem Nagar 7th
lane here while he was
returning home after closing his
godown.

Vyasanagar Autonomous
College Botany Laboratory
Assistant Prodosh Kumar Ray
were felicitated.
Among others, senior BJP
leader Niranjan Ghadai,
Bidyutprava Ray, Pradip Barik,
Suman Ray, Sumitra Mishra,
scribe
Biswa
Ranjan
Pattanayak, Suddeep Kumar
Mishra, Gyana Ranjan Rout,
Kamalini Samal, Mamata Das,
Upendra Mohanty and Basanta
Patra were present.
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0]Vd[) 0]TXVWchTPa^[SQ^hSXTSPUcTaQTX]VQXccT]QhPb]PZTPc
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expenses.
The local denizens threatened to resort to agitation if
their demands are not met
early.
When
contacted,
Nabarangpur district Collector
Dr Ajit Kumar Misra said he
has sent an action plan to the
Government and hopes that a
concrete bridge would be constructed soon.
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he Balangir District Bar
Association in support of
T
various trade unions and social
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gate at Chhanpur on
Wednesday to press their
demands.
The workers headed by
union president Rajendra Bal
sat on dharna throughout the
day with placards and banners
in a bid to draw the attention
of the company management
and district administration.
The union alleging that
the plant is operating in an
autocratic manner, said 206
workers were retrenched without any reason.
Bal, the president of the
union, besides demanding the
retrenched workers to be reinstated, also demanded release
of three months' pending dues
and salaries with immediate
effect and a high level probe
into the company’s affair which

CWTd]X^]P[[TVX]VcWPc
cWT_[P]cXb^_TaPcX]VX]
P]Pdc^RaPcXR\P]]Ta
bPXS!%f^aZTabfTaT
aTcaT]RWTSfXcW^dcP]h
aTPb^]
is shrouded with irregularities.
He also said the management didn’t consult with the
recognised union on several
important issues.
However, the agitation was
withdrawn after the company
assured to look into their
demands and do the needful.
The union, besides alleging
that the management was planning to close the unit on the
pretext of loss, said that company was neither following the
labour laws, nor was complying with the district administration directions.
Bal said the company was
established in Baleswar in 1991
with a great hope and from the

profit of the unit, the company set up another plant at
Uttarakhand which was of
triple capacity of Baleswar
plant, but later sold out, citing
loss. “Now the company management is planning to sell the
plant of Baleswar too. If it
happens, about 5,000 workers
and employees and their families would be left in the lurch.
The loss which is shown is
superficial. Therefore, a highlevel inquiry should be made
into the alleged irregularities of
the management," demanded
Bal, adding that the management should reinstate 206
retrenched workers and extend
all facilities to 24 probationary
workers. He threatened to
intensify the stir if the issues are
not addressed by the management. Narayan Behera,
Kamlakanta Grahacharya,
Prasanna Mishra and several
other functionaries of the
union were present.
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NIMAPARA: Water Resources
Development Minister Raghunandan
Das on Thursday visited Nimapara and
took stock of the Command Area
Development Authority (CADA) work
at Porakana village under Alanda
gram panchayat in the Nimapara
CADA section.
He met farmers and asked how the
CADA is helping them in irrigation. In
reply, the villagers said that the CADA
is very much helpful for them in irrigating their crop fields.
Das also visited the Porakana
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he Biju Janata Dal,
Mayurbhanj unit, began its
membership drive here on
Sunday.
The party embarked on the
programme with great fanfare
after it held a Press conference
here on Friday last and an
extended district executive
meeting in the local party
office premises here on
Saturday.
The party senior leaders,
on this occasion, gave a call to
strengthen the party's organizational network in the tribaldominated bordering district,
which has been considered so
far a BJP bastion.
The party has to carry the
messages of CM Naveen
Patnaik to every nook and
corner of the district, they
said. They also made it clear
that no groupism will be tolerated within the organization.
Both Friday's Press conference and Saturday's executive meet were presided over by

T

minor canal and thanked the CADA
authorities for proper implementation
of various projects.
The Minister also met Chief
Engineer Rajendra Bethra, Executive
Engineer Dur yodhan Nayak,
Phulnakahara Assistant Executive
Engineer Avimanyu Jena, Puri
Assistant Executive Engineer
Lalitmohan Jena, Nimapara Junior
Engineer Abhimanyu Swain, Pani
Panchayat president Sirendra Senapati,
secretary Charulata Ray and Rabindra
Das.
PNS
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BJD district president and
Odisha
Agro-industr y
Corporation
Chairman
Debashish Mohanty.
While Jajpur MLA and
BJD's Mayurbhanj district
observer Pranav Prakash Das
was the chief guest at the executive meet, many senior party
leaders including Higher
Education Minister Arun Sahu,
Revenue Minister Sudam
Marandi, former Minister
Sanjay Dasburma, former
Deputy Speaker Sananda
Marandi, Odisha Assembly
Deputy Chief Whip Pranab
Balabantray, Bhubaneswar
(North) MLA Sushant Rout,
Rajya Sabha MP Sarojini

Hembram, Morada MLA
Rajkishor Das, Karanjia MLA
Basanti Hembram, former
Mayurbhanj
Special
Development
Council
Chairman Dr Debashis
Marandi, former MLAs Bhadav
Hansdah, Saiba Sushil
Hansdah, Srinath Soren,
Chhatish Dhal, Ajen Murmu
and
former
Baripada
Municipality Vice-chairman
Jitendra Mohanty attended the
programmes.
The executive meeting
being the first of its kind held
by the district BJD unit after
the general elections, it is now
being viewed with all seriousness in political circles here.

*RYWWDUJHWVWR
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BHUBANESWAR: Ladoos made of
millets (ragi) would be distributed to
Anganwadi kids and cooked millet
items would be introduced in school
midday meals (MDMs) soon in the districts covered under the District
Mineral Fund (DMF).
It was revealed at a meeting of
Odisha Millets Mission held under the
chairmanship of Development
Commissioner Suresh Chandra
Mohapatra at the Lok Seva Bhawan
here on Thursday.
The committee discussed on var-

ious aspects on Millets Mission and
how to strengthen the scheme across
the State. Mohapatra emphasised on
creating market linkage for millets
through ORMAS. He also asked to
enhance the consumption habit of the
stakeholders for ragi.
This year, the Government has
proposed to procure 1 lakh quintal ragi
from Kharif produce. It was decided
that a national conference on “Nutri
Cereal” would be held on the World
Food Day at the Krushi Bhawan here
on October 16.
Out of 72 blocks in 14 districts covered under the Millet Mission, 65
blocks of 13 districts are now funded
under the State Plan and seven blocks
of Keonjhar district are funded through
the District Mineral Fund.
PNS
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griculture
Production
Commissioner (APC) PK
A
Mohapatra has asserted that agriculture
production clusters in tribal regions can
set examples for the coastal belt farmers by enhancing businesses.
“Agriculture production clusters in
the tribal areas can be good business
models for agri-entrepreneurs and set
example for coastal farmers,” the APC
said chairing the second State-Level
CoordinationCommittee (SLCC) of the
Agriculture Production Cluster project
at the Krushi Bhawan here on
Wednesday.
The meeting stressed on enhancing
coverage of horticulture crops, orchard
plantation and irrigation infrastructure, constructing shelters under the
Goat and BYP scheme and supporting
agri-entrepreneurs and marginal women
farmers.
A website of the project was formally
launched at the meeting. People can get
all the details of the agriculture production clusters and its current progress
on its website, www.apcodisha.net.
Seven booklets on improved package of practices were also launched at the
event. The existing schemes with the
Directorate of Horticulture, Directorate
of Agriculture, Animal Resources
Department, OLM, OLIC, OAIC, API-

8]R^\T^U ;caXQP[UPa\Tabc^
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COL and other relevant departments are
being converged for creation of livelihood infrastructures of farmers in this
region.
This project plans to trigger growth
in farm sector with an objective of doubling the income of one lakh small and
marginal farmers by establishing agriculture production clusters (APCs) in 40
backward blocks spread over 12 tribaldominated districts over a period of four
years with an investment outlay of Rs
401.6 crore.
Total 650 producer groups (PGs)
and 30 producers company (PC) are
being promoted and involved in synchronised market linked production.
Around 750 markets linked agri-entrepreneurs will be groomed and nested as
value chain enablers in these regions.
As a sustainable measure non-pesticidal management (NPM) practices are
promoted in 40 per cent of the areas. To
augment the livelihoods of the small and
marginal farmers, livestock rearing
(Goat, Sheep and BYP rearing) are being
planned with around 40,000 families in
these clusters.
Livelihood assets like irrigation in
16,000 acres of land, orchard development in 8,000 acres, farm mechanisation
access to 70,000 farmers and shed for
goat and backyard poultry with 30,000
farmers are being converged from existing schemes.
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he closing ceremony of the
25th
Kelucharan
Mohapatra Award Festival
began with the traditional lighting of the lamp by the esteemed
guests,former Member, Board
of Revenue, Ashok Kumar
Tripathy and Principal
Secretary, Odia Language,
Literature and Culture,
Manoranjan Panigrahi, along
with Director, Srjan, Ratikant
Mohapatra.
The ceremony commenced
with presentation of the prestigious Nalco Guru Kelucharan
Mohapatra Award. This year,
instead of the two awards presented each year to acclaimed
artistes from the fields of dance,
theatre, music, and cinema, the
organiser, Srjan presented five
such awards. The Nalco Guru
Kelucharan Mohapatra Award
has a respectable allocation of
Rs1 lakh to each artiste and a
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arking the 126th anniversary
M
celebration
of
Swami
Vivekananda’s epic Chicago address,

citation.
This year the awardees
were Guru Harmohan Khuntia,
Tabla maestro, Guru Durga
Charan Ranbir, veteran Odishi
dance Guru, Dr Sunil Kothari
and Leela Venkataraman, eminent dance critics and authors
and renowned art photographer Avinash Pasricha.
In addition, the Guru
Kelucharan Mohapatra Yuva

Prativa Samman was given to
five exceptionally talented performing artists under the age of
40 years in the field of classical dance and Odishi music.
The awardees were
Swapnokalpa Dasgupta (Odishi
dance), Rahul Acharya (Odishi
dance), Rajashri Praharaj
(Odishi dance), Anwesa
Mahanta (Sattriya dance) and
Satyabrata Katha (Odishi

music). After the award ceremony, the Srjan dance ensemble presented the production
‘Namami Gange’, an Ode to
Mother Ganga, choreographed
by Guru Ratikant Mohapatra,
scripted by Pandit Nityananda
Mishra, and set to Lakshmikant
Palit’s music. ‘Namami Gange’
is the story of the descent of
mother Ganga from the locks
of Lord Shiva.

the
Vivekananda
Kendra
Kanyakumari, Bhubaneswar branch
celebrated the Universal Brotherhood
Day here on Thursday.
Union Minister of State for
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and
MSME Pratap Chandra Sarangi gracing as chief guest recounted various
instances to assert that Swami
Vivekananda is the pride of India and
not confined to any particular region
or State.
Extensively quoting from the
famous Chicago speech of Swami
Vivekananda he highlighted the
need for universal brotherhood and
urged the students and the audience
to get inspired from the ideals of
Swami Vivekananda and his verses
on life and love for the nation.

“If today's youth get inspired to
follow the words and ideas of Swami
Vivekananda, the face of the nation
would get transformed,” he added.
Among others, Former Er-inChief Bibekananda Mahapatra
branch president and former NITR
director Prof GK Roy and branch
secretary Santap Kumar Jena were
present.
Winners of various school level
competitions were felicitated with
prizes and citations.

CUTTACK: Acting on the allegation of acquisition
of assets disproportionate to the known sources of
income by Balangir District Central Cooperative Bank
(DCCB) Branch Manager Ashok Kumar Mahapatra,
the Vigilance police on Thursday conducted raids on
his office room and houses at different places and
detected assets worth Rs 1,18,24,699 possessed
by him.
Vigilance officers conducted simultaneous searches at Mohapatra’s residential house at Palace Lane,
Balangir Town, house at native Malapada village in
Balangir, house of relatives at Bhawanipatna in
Kalahandi district and office chamber at
Balangir.
The detected assets include a double-storied
building of Rs 89,55,700, seven plots at Balangir of
Rs 12,85,311, expenditure on renovation of native
house of Rs 37,000, three two-wheelers of Rs
2,60,468, bank deposits and other investments of Rs
4,47,162, gold and silver ornaments of Rs 1,02,287,
cash of Rs 1,64,623 and household articles of Rs
5,72,148. Investigation was in progress, informed an
official release.
PNS
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eing a landless is considered
as low esteem for any indiB
vidual. Despite several planning by the various
Governments, still thousands
of landless people are reeling
under poverty. So the
Government must sort out the
problem immediately for the
alleviation of poverty and
inclusive development of society, said freedom fighter
Bhabanicharan Pattnayak while
inaugurating the 125th birth
anniversary of Bharat Ratna
Acharya Vinoba Bhave here.

The
Vinoba
Seva
Pratisthan (VSP) in association
with the Gandhi Smirti and
Darshan Samiti (GSDS), New
Delhi, an autonomous body of
Union Ministry of Culture,
the Department of Culture
and Odia Language and
Literature, Government
Odisha, the Gandhi Global
Foundation and the Odisha
Gandhivadi Forum jointly
organised the national level
convention on the eve of 150th
birth anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi.
Materialistic life without
religion is a curse for any civilisation, if people will not follow
the path of truth and true religion, holistic development of
society is not feasible, said the
national
president
of
Achar yakul, Wardha, Dr
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ol (Dr) Bibhu Kalyan Nayak, a native of
Bhubaneswar, was named as the FIH
C
Medical Officer (MO) for the Tokyo Olympic
Games 2020 for the discipline of hockey
which will be held between July 25, 2020 and
August 7, 2020.
An expert in Sports Traumatology and
Sports Exercise Physiology, Nayak was also the
medical officer for the Odisha Hockey Men’s
World Cup held in Bhubaneswar in 2018.
He has extensively trained in Sports
Traumatology and Sports and Exercise
Physiology from the National Institute of Sports
Medicine at
Havana, Cuba and National Sports Centre
at Madrid, Spain. Nayak became the first Indian
to be appointed as a MO for the Summer
Olympic Games in the discipline of hockey.
“I am extremely honoured that the FIH
recognises my work at the Hockey World Cup
last year and has again considered an Indian
doctor for the role of a MO for the Olympic
Games. It was a childhood dream to be at the
Olympics. It is a huge responsibility and I’m
confident of doing justice to the role. It will be
of great pleasure working with elite athletes
from around the globe,” he said.

Pushpita Awasthi. She appreciated the organisers’ initiatives
for creating a space to discuss
about the philosophy of
Gandhi-Vinoba
among
younger generation.
MLA Latika Pradhan
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istrict police nabbed four dacoits and recovered two guns, two bikes, nine mobile
phones and stolen gold ornaments from their
possession on Wednesday.
Speaking to the mediapersons, Additional
Superintendent of Police Biswanath Misra
informed that during probe into a dacoity case
in Korua village near Alipingala a week ago, police
had launched a manhunt.
A police team lead by SDPO Prakash
Chandra Pal raided several locations in Niali areas
and finally picked up one Sudhir Mallick, a resident of Badaro village, who during interrogation disclosed a few dacoits' names involved in
the Korua incident.
Later, the police arrested another three
dacoits identified as Gyanaranjan Das, Deepak
Bhoi and Abhisek Singh. They all hail from the
Niali areas.
Moreover, the police record informed that
these miscreants were involved in different
theft cases in Jagatsinghpur and Cuttack districts.

D

focused on the concept of
Sarvodaya (upliftment for all)
by Gandhi and Vinoba, while
former Union Minister Braja
Kishore Tripathy said the
Bhoodan movement was historic and its impact was more

in Odisha than in other States.
Former State Women
Commission member Namrata
Chadha stressed upon cohesiveness between man and
nature to avoid any natural or
manmade disaster or climate
change impact as suggested
by Gandhi.
The meeting was chaired
by VSP general secretary Manoj
Jena. The welcome address
was given by Odisha
Gandhivadi Forum chairperson Dr Rina Routray. The
Gandhi-Vinoba Peace Award
was conferred on Kailash Admi
of Madhya Pradesh, a veteran
Sarvodaya leader.
“Maa Rasoi,” a socioeconomic empowerment project of
the Vinoba Seva Pratisthan for
unprivileged women was
launched.

µ0\)LUVW
3LPSOH¶JHWV
JRRGUHVSRQVH
?=BQ
17D10=4BF0A

he Himalaya
Purifying
T
Neem Face Wash
culminated its
third phase of
“My
First
Pimple”, a panIndia campaign,
with an event held at the
Santanu English Medium
School here on Thursday.
The “My First Pimple”
campaign aims to connect with
teenagers aged between 13-17
years with an intent to enable
and encourage them to tackle
emotional and physical challenges they face during their
growing-up years, including
the onset of pimples.

Over 200 students attended the programme here.
International karate practitioner Valena Valentina graces
as chief guest. Brand Manager
Keerthika Damodharan was
also present. Valena connected
with the students and narrated
her story on how she always
strived to be positive in her
teenage days and never let
anything bog her down.
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repeat of a prolonged
Doklam-like situation was
averted on Thursday after the
armies of China and India
withdrew to their own perceived lines following a face-off
lasting a few hours in eastern
Ladakh on Wednesday.
The incident took place at
the Pangong lake when the
Indian patrol was prevented
from moving by the Chinese
leading to jostling. A flag meeting sought by the Chinese later
saw Brigadier rank officers
from the two sides holding a
meeting at Chushul and deciding to pull back. The face-off
took place a month before
President Xi Jinping's visit to
India.
Giving details of the incident, military officials said
here on Thursday, a patrol of 12
to 14 Indian soldiers was intercepted by a patrol of the
Chinese of equal number on
the banks of the lake in the
early morning hours on
Wednesday.
As that region is disputed

A

with both the countries staking
claim to territory there, the
Indian side insisted on carrying on with patrolling and the
Chinese did not allow. An
argument ensued turning into
a scuffle between the soldiers
of the two armies. Soon, reinforcements from the sides
rushed to the spot leading to
the stand-off.
After sometime, the Chinese
sought a flag meeting and
Brigadier-level officers from two
sides met at the Chushul Border
Personnel Meeting(BPM) point,
they said. The two sides decided to disengage and withdraw to
their respective perceived line of
actual control(LAC)and the faceoff ended early evening the same
day.
The flag meeting was held
under the mutually agreed protocol to resolve such situations
at the earliest following the
Wuhan agreement between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and President Xi Jinping in
2018. The incident occurred
due to differing perceptions of
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC), officials said.

The Wuhan meeting came
in the backdrop of the Doklam
stand-off in Sikkim region
between the Indian and
Chinese armies in 2017 lasting
73 days.
The face-off ensued after
the Indian army objected to the
construction of a road by the
Chinese in the disputed region
thereby threatening the strategic interests of India in the
north-east.
Incidentally, the Pangong
lake had seen a similar face-off
in August 2017 when soldiers
from China pelted stones on
the Indian personnel after a
scuffle.
The lake is nearly 140km
long and China controls twothirds of it. The lake is surrounded mountain spurs with
both the sides patrolling the
area as it is disputed.
The two sides hold Border
Personnel Meeting at five
points - Daulat Beg Oldie in
northern Ladakh, Kibithu in
Arunachal Pradesh, Chusul in
Ladakh, Bum-La near Tawang
in Arunachal Pradesh and
Nathu-La in Sikkim.
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he CBI has arrested three more persons
in a case relating to irregular receipt of
over Rs 90 crore by aviation consultant
Deepak Talwar's NGO Advantage India in
alleged violation of foreign exchange
rules.
The trio was arrested late on Wednesday
after Yasmin Kapoor, a close aide of Talwar,
was taken into custody by the agency. The
three arrested persons include Tarun Kapur,
Pradeep Sood and Jatin Wadhera.
The CBI suspects that Yasmin Kapoor
played an active role in diverting funds
received by the NGO Advantage India, officials said.
She was allegedly responsible for day-today functioning of the companies linked to
Talwar, they said.
Talwar is undergoing judicial custody
following his arrest by the agency in July this
year.
He was deported from the UAE in
January and the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) took him into custody soon after his
arrival here.
The case relates to alleged misuse of foreign contribution, which was received under

T

the Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
scheme for carrying out social welfare activities like education for the underprivileged
children.
"The funds were allegedly received
mainly from a foreign-based company to the
tune of Rs 90.72 crore in the bank accounts
of a Delhi-based private firm/NGO registered
under the Foreign Contribution (Regulation)
Act, 2010 for carrying out social welfare activities in the field of education," a CBI
spokesperson had said after registration of
FIR in November 2017.
He had said the agency booked six entities -- Delhi-based Advantage India, Accordis
Health Care Pvt Ltd, Talwar, Sunil Khandewal
of Accordis Health, MD of Accordis Health
Raman Kapoor, another consultant
T Kapoor -- and other unidentified
persons.
According to the CBI FIR, Talwar and the
NGO, in the name of purchasing ambulances
and other articles, diverted the funds received
from
Europe's
leading
missile
manufacturing company MBDA and the
Airbus group. Such diversion of funds was
in
alleged
violation
of
the
Foreign Contribution Regulation Act
(FCRA).
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he BJP will observe
'Seva Saptah' from
T
September 14 to mark

rmy chief General Bipin Rawat
on Thursday asserted that the
A
Army troops are ready to retrieve
Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (POK)
and make it a part of India but it
is the Government which takes the
decision in such matters.
His remarks came against the
backdrop of Union Minister
Jitendra Singh's assertions a couple
of days ago that the next agenda of
the government is to "retrieve" PoK
and make it a territory of India.
Home Minister Amit Shah and
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
too have in recent times pointed to
the Modi Government's next agenda being PoK.
"This has to be done by the
government. The other institutions will act as the government
directs them in this regard," he said.
On being asked about Pakistani
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood
Qureshi mentioning Jammu
Kashmir as Indian state, General
Rawat said, "We are very happy as
you are, after listening to this. This
is the truth. This is the reality."
Commenting on the situation

in Jammu Kashmir, the Army
Chief said, "It is necessary for the
people of Jammu Kashmir to
understand that what is happening
there is for them only. When the
government has given certain
instructions...Article 370 has been
scrapped...all this has been done to
integrate Jammu and Kashmir with
India."
"We want residents of Jammu
and Kashmir should give a chance
to security forces, administration to
bring peace in the Valley. They have
faced terrorism for 30 years. Now,
they should give the peace process
a chance. Then they will realise
what they got by peace, things that
they did not get during all those
years," he added.

the birthday of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
It would include welfare activities and awareness campaign on complete stoppage of single-use plastic across the country, according to BJP General
Secretary Arun Singh.
During this week-long drive, the emphasis would also
be on cleanliness and organizing blood donation
camps, health check-up camps, eye check-up and operation camps by the party's leaders and workers.
The workers would take oath to completely stop the
use of single-use plastic and organize water conservation
camps, said Singh. BJP leaders from corporators to MPs
would go to schools to spread awareness on the singleuse-plastic ban. The welfare activities would be organized
in the colonies and areas inhabited by poor.
The party leaders and workers would also appeal for
funds for the help of "divyangs' -specially-abled people of
the society. Last year too, the party had celebrated Modi's
birthday, which falls on September 17, as `Seva Saptah`.
The `Seva Saptah` celebrations will begin with party
chief Amit Shah and working president J P Nadda visiting the general wards in AIIMS in the morning in the
national capital and distributing fruits among patients and
enquire about their well-being.
Social work done under the 'leadership' of Prime
Minister would be showcased in every district, said the
BJP General Secretary.
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he CBI on Thursday arrestT
ed a Section Officer of the
Union Home Ministry, Dheeraj
Kumar Singh, for allegedly
offering a bribe of Rs 16 lakh
to a DIG of the agency in connection with a probe into a
Preliminary Enquiry.
Besides Singh, the CBI
also arrested a private person
Dinesh Chand Gupta for the
alleged bribery bid involving a
total amount of Rs 2 crore. The
DIG is posted in the Anti
Corruption Bureau of the CBI
here.
"The CBI has today arrested a Section Officer posted in
the Ministry of Home Affairs
and a private person for delivering an alleged bribe of Rs.16
lakh to a CBI officer. CBI had
registered a case on a complaint
received from the CBI officer
alleging therein that a Section
Officer of the MHA and a pri-

vate person offered him a bribe
of Rs two crore in lieu of his
help in settling a Preliminary
Enquiry, being dealt in CBI, "
a CBI spokesperson said.
Following the officer's
complaint, the CBI laid a trap
and caught the Section Officer
of MHA and a co-accused
(private person) while delivering illegal gratification of Rs 16
lakh to the agency officer.
After the duo was arrested,
the CBI conducted searches at
the premises of the accused
persons.
"CBI also advises the public not to attempt to settle any
investigation matters with the
CBI by using influence and also
not to be allured by services of
middlemen who may offer to
settle cases with the agency,"
the agency added.
Singh was posted in the
police division of the ministry
dealing with empanelment of
IPS officers, sources said.

rrested Congress leader DK
Shivakumar's daughter
A
Aisshwarya on Thursday appeared
before the Enforcement
Directorate, which is probing how
her net worth grew from around
Rs one crore in 2013 to over Rs
100 crore in 2018.
The ED , which is probing
Shivakumar in a money-laundering case against him, is also looking into financial transactions
recorded between the father and
the daughter to ascertain it
involved the allegedly laundered
money.
The 22-year-old management
graduate was questioned by the
ED sleuths and her statement
was recorded under the
Prevention of Money Laundering
Act (PMLA), officials said.
She was confronted with documents and statements made by
Shivakumar with regard to a trip
to Singapore he made
with his daughter in 2017, sources
said.

Aisshwarya is a trustee in an
education trust floated by her
father.
The trust, holding assets and
businesses worth crores of rupees,
operates a number of engineering
and other colleges and Aishwarya
is the key player behind the operation of these institutions, they
said.
Shivakumar,
former
Karnataka Cabinet minister, was
arrested by the ED on September
3 and is in the agency's custody for
custodial interrogation in the
PMLA case.
The ED had in September last
year registered a money-laundering case against Shivakumar,
Haumanthaiah, an employee at
the Karnataka Bhavan in New
Delhi, and others.
The PMLA case was filed
after the agency took cognizance
of an Income Tax Department
charge sheet filed against
Shivakumar and others before a
court in Bengaluru for alleged tax
evasion
and
hawala
dealings.
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Thursday allowed
eight of the 44 girls of
Muzaffarpur shelter home,
where allegations of rampant
sexual assault surfaced last year,
to reunite with their families.
The top court directed the
Bihar government to provide
all necessary financial and
medical assistance to these
eight girls identified by
'Koshish' a field action project
of TISS — as fit for being sent
to their families.
Several girls were sexually
assaulted at the NGO-run shelter home in Bihar.
The issue had come to
light following a report by
TISS, which had conducted a
social audit.
A bench of Justices N V
Ramana, M M Shantanagoudar
and Ajay Rastogi asked the Tata
Institute of Social Sciences
(TISS) to submit a status report

with respect to the other 36
girls.
It also directed the state
government to assess the compensation liable to be paid to
the girls under the victim compensation scheme and submit
a report to the court in eight
weeks.
The apex court's decision
came after TISS filed its field
action project 'Koshish' before
it in a sealed cover, saying the
eight girls were fit to be handed over to their families.
Advocate Vrinda Grover,
appearing for TISS, said these
44 girls have been staying in
four different shelter homes
after the incidents of sexual
assault in Muzaffarpur shelter
home came to the fore.
In case of some girls, their
extended families are willing to
take them back while some of
the girls are children with special needs, she said.
PTI

New Delhi: In an apparent bid
to douse the row over shifting
of the Madras High Court
Chief Justice V K Tahilramani
to the Meghalaya High Court,
the Supreme Court on
Thursday said each of the recommendations for transfer of
Chief Justices and Judges of
various High Courts was based
on "cogent reasons".
Without naming Justice
Tahilramani, a statement issued
by the office of apex court's
Secretary General Sanjeev S
Kalgaonkar said the reasons of
transfer of judges were not disclosed in the interest of the
institution but the apex court
collegium would not hesitate to
disclose them in the circumstance it becomes necessary.
The statement was
released against the backdrop
of media reports and speculation on the transfer of Justice
Tahilramani.

The judge resigned on
September 6, days after the
Supreme Court Collegium
declined her request for reconsideration of her transfer. She
sent her resignation letter to
President Ram Nath Kovind, a
copy of which was sent to
Chief Justice of India Ranjan
Gogoi. The resignation is yet to
be accepted or rejected.
Her transfer also led to
massive protests by lawyers
both at the Madras High Court
and Bombay High Court,
where she was a judge before
being appointed as the Chief
Justice.
About 2,000 advocates in
Latur district of Maharashtra
have decided to boycott court
proceedings on Friday to
protest against the transfer,
according to advocate Balaji
Panchal, a former vice president of the Latur Bar
Association.
PTI
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he Ministry of Food and
Consumers Affairs has
T
asked the Delhi Government to
take Onions - the key kitchen
staple - from its buffer stock
and sell at a maximum retail
price of C 23.90 per kg through
its civil supplies department,
ration shops and Mother
Dairy.
Onion prices are ruling
between C50-70 per kg
depending on the quality and
localities.
On the central government's direction, National
Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Federation of India
Ltd (NAFED) and National
Cooperative Consumers'

Federation of India (NCCF) as
well as Mother Dairy are
offloading onion from the central buffer stock in the national capital. "We have requested the Delhi government to
further boost supply by selling
the central buffer stock of
onion through its civil supplies
department and ration shops,"
said officials of Consumer
Affairs Ministry.
The state has been offered
to sell onion at a maximum rate
of C 23.90 per kg and take stock
at a price of C 15-16 per kg
from the Centre, the official
said.
Delhi's onion requirement
is 350 tonnes per day, while the
NCR requirement is 650 tonnes
per day, the official added.

Rajendra Sharma, who is the
biggest supplier of the onion in
Delhi, said that the supply is
declined
due
to
floods and transportation problems in onion producing
states.
The centre has created a
buffer stock of 56,000 tonnes of
onion this year, of which
10,000-12,000 tonnes has been
offloaded by NAFED, NCCF
and Mother Dairy so far.
Delhi is a price sensitive
market, besides rise in prices of
this key kitchen stable have led
to the ouster of several governments from the power in
the past.
Onion prices are under
pressure due to likely fall in
kharif (summer) production

owing to 10 per cent decline in
sowing area in key growing
states especially Maharasthra.
In Lasalgaon, the largest market for onions, prices have
moved up by over 40 per cent
since early August.
Maharashtra is the largest
producer of onion, accounting
for a third of the country's produce, followed by Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka, Gujarat,
Bihar and Andhra Pradesh.
Karnataka has the second
largest area under the bulb.
Madhya Pradesh is the second
largest producer of onions due
to higher yields.
Also the sowing was lower
in Central Karnataka due to the
delayed start of the monsoon
and its slow progress.
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ithin next six months, the
phase I of the ambitious
W
National Supercomputing
Mission (NSM) will see the
light of the day as at least halfa-dozen computers have been
installed and one of them has
already been inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
at Indian Institute of
Technology, BHU while yet
another set up at IIT,
Kharagpur on Thursday.
The spree of establishing
the six supercomputers will
continue with Ashutosh
Sharma, Secretary Department
of Science and Technology
(DST) on Thursday stating
that in the next two days, on
September 14th to be precise,
the highly sophisticated system
will be set up Indian Institute
of Science, Education and
Research (IISER), Pune. Plans
are afoot to deploy the system
at IIT Hyderabad and Kanpur
early next year.
The cost of the project is Rs
4,500 crore.
Once operational, these
high-performance computing
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facilities would find widescale
applications for improving
weather services, for efficient
disaster simulation and management, for faster processing
of seismic data, for computational biology and many more.
The supercomputers are also
pitched to be highly energy efficient than the existing ones.
The mission is being jointly implemented by the
Department of Science and
Technology (DST) and
Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology
(MeitY) and led by C-DAC and
Indian Institute of Science
(IISc), Bengaluru, said Sharma
while talking to reporters here.
Sharma said that part of the
supercomputers are being integrated and assembled indige-

nously while chips will be
imported from Intel which will
insert the item at the site
itself.
Sharma also talked about
various schemes particularly
to encourage students and
women to take up science
stream at the higher level and
achievements of the last five
years and new initiatives. The
DST has also launched new
missions like Cyber-physical
systems, electric mobility mission, quantum science and
technology, clean fuel:methanol
mission and Map India in keeping with the need and change
of technology.
"The aim is to position
India within top four countries
in the scientific research and
connecting our research to
national priorities by augmenting the accessible research
and development infrastructure to reach the unreached,
enhancing number of active
quality scientists, emphasizing
quality and relevance of
research in both discovery and
solution research and forging
the best of international connects," he added.
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ammu & Kashmir Police on
J‘terror
Thursday busted an active
module’ of a proscribed
Jaish-e- Mohammad (JeM) terror outfit with the arrest of
three suspected terrorists and
recovery of 6 automatic assault
rifles and ammunition from a
truck, near Lakhanpur, gateway
of Jammu & Kashmir, in
Kathua district.
These assault rifles, 4 AK56 and 2 AK-47 were hidden
inside a truck loaded with
packing material for a fresh
apple crop. The truck was on its
way from Punjab to Kashmir
valley when it was intercepted
by the police team near
Lakhanpur around 8.00 a.m. on
Thursday.
Interestingly, on September

12 last year, a highway patrol
van of Jammu & Kashmir
police had also intercepted a
truck, ferrying heavily armed
terrorists near famous picnic
spot of Jhajjar Kotli on JammuSrinagar National Highway.
The terrorists, who fled from
the highway were later neutralised by the joint teams of
security forces in nearby jungles of Kakriyal during 32 hour
long operation.
Last year, National
Investigation Agency had also
submitted a report to the Union
Home Ministry confirming
transportation of consignments
of arms and ammunition and
terrorists via Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway with the
help of their sleeper cells and
organised network of their
over ground workers in Samba

and Kathua sectors.
Briefing media persons in
Kathua, Senior Superintendent
of Police Shridhar Patil said,
“since early morning special
security check points were set
up in Lakhanpur area after
receiving inputs about the
movement of a truck ferrying
arms and ammunition for
delivery in Kashmir valley”.
SSP,
Kathua
told
reporters,”during the checking
of a truck bearing registration
number JK13E-2000 police
teams recovered 4 AK-56 and
2 AK-47 rifles, 180 rounds of
ammunition and 6 magazines”.
He said three people travelling in the truck have been
subjected to thorough interrogation to ascertain the source
of arms and ammunition and
presence of sleeper cells in the

neighbouring state of Punjab.
SSP Shridhar Patil said,
the arrested persons have been
identified as Sabil Ahmad of
Pulwama, Jehangir Ahmad of
Budgam and Obaid Ul Islam of
Pulwama.
“All three were closely associated with Jaish-e-Mohammad
terror module and were part of
the chain ferrying arms and
ammunition to Kashmir valley”,he added.
SSP clarified, the police
teams were on the job and

interrogating the trio to ascertain their modus operandi and
track down the source behind
handing over arms and ammunition to these conduits for
transportation to Kashmir valley. He, however, made it clear
it is premature to link involvement of Punjab based terror
outfits with their kashmir
based counter parts.”We need
some more time to investigate
and arrive at a conclusion after
a detailed investigations in the
case”, he added. =
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Bengaluru: Islamic outfit
Jamaat-e-Islami Hind on
Thursday expressed a sense of
“unease” and “anxiety” about
the social, political and economic situation in the country
and said it wanted the situation
to improve.
Its President Syed
Sadatullah Husaini said
Muslims in the country were
not “fearful”, but the community, along with every peace loving citizen of India, was “concerned” and “anxious” and
wants the prevailing situation to
improve.
The outfit Thursday held a
meeting here with heads and
representatives of various
Muslim organisations on the
“prevailing situation in the
country”.
“Our country today is passing through a very crucial
stage. On the one side we are
developing on many fronts
like- science and technology,
technical manpower...
When we have somany
opportunities to become a

world leader, unfortunately on
the other side, a scenario is
being developed in the country
that is creating hindrance and
obstacles,” Husaini said.
Speaking to reporters after
the meeting, Husaini said the
way the Parliament session was
conducted recently showed the
‘downfall’ of democratic values
and norms, as “many important
legislations were passed without
any debate.”
“Many of them were draconian in nature and challenges the fundamental rights
guaranteed
by
our
Constitution,” he said.
The manner in which
Article 370 was removed ‘unilaterally’ without taking into
confidence the people of
Jammu and Kashmir and political representatives there
showed the downfall of democratic values, he added.
Husaini also said it was also
a matter of great concern to
them to note the manner in
which democratic institutions
were ‘deteriorating’ and demo-
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L eh: The newly set up
University of Ladakh, which is
in the process of designing its
logo, on Thursday invited
entries from artists and interested persons in this regard.
According to a notification issued by the registrar,
applicants can send their
designs to the Office of the
Registrar, University of Ladakh,
Silk Route Guest House,
Tourist Reception Centre Leh
or Purig Guest House, Upper
Kurbathang Plateau, Kargil.
Entries can also be sent via
email
to
ladakhuniversity@jk.Gov.In
Each entry must have the
designer’s recent passport size
photograph, complete name,
parentage, profession/occupation, postal and permanent
address, email address and
valid contact number, it said.
A committee constituted
by the university shall select the
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most suitable design. The
selected design will win a cash
prize of C10,000, the notification said.
The winner will have no
claim of ownership over the
design once it is selected for use
by the university. The institute
shall also hold the right to
modify the design in whatever manner it deems fit, it
added.
Entries should reach the
university by October 3, 2019,
the notification said.
The Jammu & Kashmir
administration, had on
December 15, 2018 approved the
establishment of the first university in Ladakh region. PTI
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Ahmedabad: The Gujarat
High Court on Thursday held
that even if land in a village falls
under the jurisdiction of an
urban development authority,
it will still be considered as
rural land, and the owner
should get compensation four
times the market price.
Hearing petitions filed by
68 farmers from Gandhinagar
district, a bench of justices A S
Dave and Biren Vaishnav
quashed two government notifications which denied them
compensation for their
acquired land under the Land
Acquisition Act of 2013.
The petitioners were from

ity, not the area brought under
urban authority like GUDA, he
said.
The lands in question must
be considered as rural lands
despite being in GUDA, and
the compensation must be calculated as per the 2013 Act, he
said. The high court on
Thursday quashed both notifications and held that the land
under urban authority is also
rural land, and owners are eligible for a compensation four
times the market rate.
The court asked the government to pay the difference
with interest to the petitioners.
PTI

compensation. In rural areas,
the compensation is four times
the market rate.

In September 2018, another notification said the farmers
whose land falls under urban

authorities will get compensation on par with that in other
rural areas, that is, four times
the market price.
The petitioners contended
that the 2018 rule applies to
future acquisitions, it does not
benefit them.
They ended up getting less
compensation, they said.
Petitioners’ lawyer Saurabh
Amin argued that both notifications
violated
the
Constitution as well as the
Land Acquisition Act.
Article 243(q) of the
Constitution clearly states that
urban area means only that
which falls under a municipal-
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Rameswaram (TN): The sea
off this island town and in the
Palk Straits has turned an
unusually dark green colour
due to the presence of
‘Natalulaka’ algae.
Scientists at the Central
Marine Acquarium Research
Centre said the phenomenon
was visible in the 10 km stretch
from Pamban to rameswaram
and from Singli to Kurusada

Jaipur: Two patients, a male
and a female, who were admitted in AIIMS-Jodhpur, died of
C r i m e a n - C o n g o
Haemorrhagic Fever (CCHF)
fever, Rajasthan Health
Minister Raghu Sharma said on
Thursday.
While the woman
belonged to Jodhpur, the man
was from Jaisalmer, he said.
The Minister said that the
state medical team has collected 136 samples till date and out
of those, two casualties were
reported whose report was
positive.
“As soon as the report
came of this animal borne-disease spreading its tentacles,
we sent a team and formed a
co-ordination committee
which is monitoring the overall condition. It is working
with animal husbandry department,” Sharma said.
Cypermethrin is being
sprayed everywhere to check
the spread of virus in the
region. If anyone displays
symptoms of fever, voting,
diarrhoea, and neck pain he or
she should contact a medical
practitioner immediately.
“For 14 days, all such
patients will be monitored. As
it is a communicable disease
and its virus is transmittable

Panaji: Union Minister Prahlad
Singh Patel praised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday calling him the
biggest brand ambassador of
the country’s tourism and culture.
Addressing a gathering
after launching various projects
under the ‘Swades Darshan’
scheme in Goa, he said the PM
has been talking about tourism
and Indian culture on almost
all the forums.
“Whether it is from the
Red Fort or in the ‘Mann ki
Baat’ (radio programme), there
is no place where he has not
mentioned about tourism and
Indian culture,” the Union
Tourism Minister said.
“Being the tourism minis-

Ferozepur, Lavarpur and
Prantiya villages in the district.
These villages were included under the Gandhinagar
Urban Development Authority
(GUDA). In 2011, petitioners’
lands were acquired for
National Highway 8.
In November 2016, the
government issued a notification declaring that “urban area”
would also include the villages
brought under any urban
development authority, such as
GUDA.
As per the Land
Acquisition Act of 2013, urban
land owners are entitled to get
two times the market price as
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ter, I feel that we are lucky that
our prime minister is our
biggest brand ambassador...
PM’s words are heard and also
people get convinced. He gives
us the confidence to work better towards our aim,” he added.
Referring to the decisions

cratic values were being ‘compromised.’
It was the duty of all citizens
to work unitedly to protect
and restore democratic values
and the Constitution, he said,
noting that rising ‘communal
polarisation’ and politics of
hatred has become a major
challenge,to address which it
was important to build bridges
between communities through
promoting dialogue.
After the meeting,the
Jamaat e Islamia Hind also
released a joint declaration,
which, he said, communicated
promotion of inter-faith dialogue, understanding, presenting the true picture of Islam and
its real teachings, other than
throwing light on the prevailing
situation in the country.
On the right to have an
opinion and debate being the
soul of democracy, he said an
atmosphere was being created
that one who toes the government line is a nationalist and
those who oppose it are antinational.
PTI

taken by the Modi government
to boost tourism, Patel said his
ministry’s demand to reduce evisa fees and increase the validity period of e- visas was agreed
upon by the PM, giving a fillip
to the tourism sector.
“We have seen that there
was a surge in the tourist footfalls after we introduced e-visa
to some of the countries. When
I took over, there was a demand
to increase the tenure for e-visa.
“We have said that there
are good results from e-visa.
The neighbouring countries
have reduced the e-visa fees,
some of the countries have
made e-visa free and we said
that the union government
should think about it,” he said.
“When we held a meeting
of tourism ministers of the
states in New Delhi, a day
before that we were told that
the tenure of e-visa has been
increased from one year to five
years,” the minister said.
Patel also hinted at the
possibility of reduction in GST
on room tariffs.
“The stakeholders said that
the hotel GST should be
reduced. It has been passed on
to the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) and I am sure we will
get the results,” he said. PTI

islands in Palk Straits.
They said the algae spreads
in the sea from July to
September, during which period the colour turns green.
The change is seen when
the current is low, they said,
adding that the sea would
return to its orginal colour in
the next few days.
The scientists said a large
number of fish would have died
due to the low current and suffocation caused by the algae.
PTI

from animals, we are adopting
special precautions,” he added.
Health Ministry officials
said that the virus is primarily
transmitted to people from
ticks and livestock. Animals
bitten by infected ticks become
infected and the virus remains
in their bloodstream for about
one week.
Hence those involved in
the livestock industry, such as
agricultural workers, slaughterhouse workers and veterinarians are at risk.
IANS
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Mumbai: One person drowned and five
others were missing during immersion
of Lord Ganesh idols on Thursday at
different places in Maharashtra, police
said.
The incidents were reported from
Amravati, Bhandara and Satara districts
and the missing persons are feared to
have drowned, they said.
One Soma Shivanakar drowned in
a pond while immersing an idol of Lord
Ganesh this morning in Dolsar village
of Bhandara district, an official said.
His body has been recovered, he
said.
At Watole Shukleshwar village in
Amravati district, at least four devotees
were washed away while immersing
Lord Ganesh idols in the Purna river,
the official said.
Another devotee, Chaitnya Shinde
(20), a resident of Malkapur, was feared
to have drowned in the Koyana river at
Karad in Satara district, the official said.
A search was on for the missing persons, he said, adding fire brigade life
guards and state disaster management
teams were taking part in the operation.
PTI
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midst demands by Leader
of the Opposition MK
A
Stalin that the Government of
Tamil Nadu should come out
with a White Paper about the
Memorandum
of
Understandings signed during the fortnight-long tour of
Chief Minister Edappadi
Palaniswami to UK, USA and
UAE, the latter himself made a
detailed announcement about
the gift basket he has brought
to the State.
“My tour saw the signing of
41 MoUs with prospective
investors to the tune of C8830
crore which is expected to
generate 37, 300 jobs in Tamil
Nadu,” said Edappadi
Palaniswami while speaking
to journalists in his return
from the first overseas tour of
this kind by any chief minister
from the State in the last two
decades.
Enthused with the success
of his just concluded threenation tour, the Chief Minister
is flying off to Israel later this
month to learn about water
management practices in that
country. Israel, an arid country
which receives just a fraction of
rainfall that is received in Tamil
Nadu, is one of the lead
exporters of fruits and vegetables to USA and Europe. The
country, more than half of
which is desert, is known for
the giant strides it has made in
the area of water management.
“Water needed to irrigate
one acre of land in Tamil Nadu
is being used to irrigate seven
acres of land in Israel,” said
Palaniswami. There has been
number of suggestions by the
BJP leader Subramanian
Swamy MP to the Chief
Minister asking him to go for
the technology develop by
Israel to set up desalination
plants along the Tamil Nadu
coast to address the water
shortage faced by the State.
When asked about the
demand by Stalin for the pub-
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lication of a White Paper on his
three-nation tour, the chief
minister replied that the
AIADMK Government had
ensured investment to the
tune of Rs 2,42,000 crore in the
first Global Investment Meet
held in 2015. “ Industries take
time to start operations-usually 2 to 5 years- after they sign
the agreement. The DMK
regime in 2006 to 2011 could
mobilise just Rs 26,000 crore
while 29 companies with which
the AIADMK signed MoUs
has brought in investment
worth Rs 53,000 crore and
they are already operational,”
said Palaniswami.
He also termed the charges
levelled by Stalin against the
AIADMK Government as
unsubstantiated allegations.
But Stalin was firm on his contention that the DMK government that ruled th State from
2006 to 2011 had received foreign investment worth Rs
46,091 crore and had generated 2.21 lakh jobs in the State.
More fireworks are expected between the two leaders in
the coming days, especially
with the proposed tour of the
chief minister to Israel on the
anvil. The AIADMK leadership
is already on a campaign trail
reminding the people of the
State about the 18-hour long
power cut and load shedding
resorted to by the DMK government during 2006 to 2011.
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est Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
W
Thursday took out massive a
rally against BJP’s attempt to
bring National Register of
Citizens (NRC) across the
country and warned the BJP
not to play with fire in the
name of NRC. She said “there
will be no NRC in Bengal till I
am alive.”
Banerjee who had withdrawn into a cocoon after the
Trinamool Congress’ electoral
debacle in the recently held Lok
Sabha elections seemed to be
back in her elements at the end
of a long anti-NRC procession
from Sinthee in extreme North
Kolkata to Shyambazar crossing.
“NRC is nothing but an
emotive issue to divide the population in the name of language
and religion. But after seeing
what has happened in Assam
we will not allow them to do
that in Bengal,” Banerjee said.
“They have rendered more
than 19 lakh people homeless
in their own country,” she said
alleging how “more than 11
lakh Hindu Bengalis have been
ejected from their hearth and
home.” Not only the Hindu
Bengalis, “they have struck out
the names of more than a lakh
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he Rajasthan Government
T
has approved the creation of
1,025 additional posts to give
five per cent reservation to
“more backward classes” in the
recruitment process.
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot has approved the proposal moved by the Department
of Personnel to the Finance
Department for
the creation of
additional posts in
17 departments,
where competitive
examinations have
been conducted
for 31 different type of posts, an
official statement said.
The posts created will be
adjusted against vacancies in
future recruitment.
Gehlot has also approved an
interest-free loan of Rs 10 crore
for the construction of a minisecretariat at the Alwar district
headquarters.
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Gorkhas, 4.5 lakh Muslims,
lakhs of Hindi-speaking gentry,” she said wondering “how
many times will we have to
prove our citizenship in free
India. We don’t want to be in
chains once again… We don’t
want a second partition again

in the name of religion and language.”
Out of 3.29 crore about 19
lakh people did not find their
names in the NRC.
“They (BJP) are saying that
they will throw out 2 crore
infiltrators from here. It is not

?C8

so easy. I dare them to touch
even one person and then see
the consequences,” Banerjee
thundered at the end of a massive rally adding “the BJP is
playing various diversionary
tactics to turn the people’s
attention from the colossal

economic calamity the country
is going through under this
regime. NRC is one of them.”
On the one hand country’s
“economy has literally caved in.
Unemployment is increasing by
the day. Our GDP has gone
down even below that of
Pakistan. They are dealing
additional blows on the economy by introducing massive
dose of privatization… they are
planning privatisation of the
Indian Railways, BSNL, Air
India, Ordinance Factory,”
Banerjee said smelling rat in
the clubbing of banking sector.
“Clubbing of banks is an
attempt at privatisation. There
is a need to take the headquarters of some banks from
Kolkata. Tomorrow you do
not know whether you will get
back your money or not after
this so-called banking sector
reforms,” Banerjee said adding,
“NRC and other such emotive
issues are being introduced to
divert public attention from the
economic disaster and the successive faulty economic decisions they are taking.”
Banerjee also attacked the
Centre for “acting inhuman,” by
imposing a “harsh” penalty
regime to tame breakers of
motor vehicle laws. “We are not
going to impose the heavy
penalties which the amended

rules of the MVA decree, as
these are very harsh and will
overburden the people,” she
said.
Meanwhile, reacting to
Banerjee’s warning that she
would not allow NRC to be
introduced in Bengal till she
was alive, State BJP president
Dilip Ghosh said the BJP was
determined to impose NRC in
the State and the rest of the
country.
“It is true that till she is
there no NRC can take place.
So we will do it after she goes,”
Ghosh said reminding how
about two crore Muslims from
Bangladesh had entered India
through Bengal. “One crore
have fanned out to various
parts of the country while the
rest are hiding in Bengal. They
will be definitely found out
through the NRC,”he alleged
Banerjee had allowed
“Bangladeshi settlers and the
Rohingyas to settle in this part
of the border for vote bank politics.”
On the clubbing of banks
he said “the Chief Minister will
not have to bother about the
people’s money saved in the
banks. She should ask her men
to return the ill-gotten cash
they had earned from Sharada,
Narada and other chit fund
scams.”
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Mumbai: Nationalist Congress
Party MP Supriya Sule alleged
harassment by a taxi driver
when she arrived at the Dadar
railway terminus here on
Thursday.
Sule, who lodged a complaint with the Railway
Protection Force (RPF), said
the driver, Kuljeet Singh
Malhotra, entered her railway
compartment and blocked her
way while asking if she needed a taxi.
Even when she made it
clear that she did not need one,
he “blocked my path, harassed
me and shamelessly even posed
for photo”, Sule, daughter of
NCP chief Sharad Pawar,
tweeted.
She clicked his photo so as
to file a complaint, she said.
The RPF authorities later
informed her that he had been
apprehended and fined, she
added.
“If touting is permitted
under the law, then it cannot
and should not be permitted
within train stations or airport
but only at designated taxi
stands,” the Baramati MP said.
Malhotra (42) was appre-
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hended and booked under sections 145-B (creating nuisance
and indecency), 147 (entering
in railway premises unlawfully) and 159 (showing rash and
negligent manner) of the
Indian Railway Act, 1989, said
a senior railway official.
KK Ashraf, senior divisional commissioner of the
Mumbai division of Central
Railway, told PTI that Malhotra
was also fined C260 for not possessing a valid ticket.
Further, city traffic police
imposed a fine of C200 on him
for not having a license and
another C200 for driving taxi
without uniform, Ashraf
informed.
PTI
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Gorakhpur: Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Thursday said the role of
temples and ‘mutts’ should not
be restricted to only performing pujas and they should
come forward to participate in
public welfare work.
The chief Minister, who
heads
the
influential
Gorakhnath Mutt, was speaking at a seminar here on ‘Sant,
Samaj aur Punarjagran’ (Saints,
Society and Reawakening).
“The role of temples and
mutts should not be limited to
performing pujas only. They
should come forward for public welfare work with a feeling
of nationalism,” Adityanath
said.
“The tradition of saints in
India is very rich and old.
With their spiritual awareness,
they tried to wake up the society and lightened the path of
righteousness for mankind,”
he said.
Earlier in the day,
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Adityanath met a large number
of people during a ‘Janata
Darbar’ (public meeting) at
the Gorakhnath temple.
PTI

Unnao: An explosion in a
petroleum tanker at the
Hindustan Petroleum plant in
UP’s Unnao district led to a
major fire in the area on
Thursday.
The explosion was caused
by a leak in a valve.
Fire tenders have been
rushed to the plant to douse the
flames and additional forces
have also been deployed in the
area.
Though no casualty has
been reported as yet in the inci-

dent, several villages located
near the plant have been evacuated and all roads leading to
the site have been closed to the
public.
“We have put the area in a
five kilometre-radius on high
alert,” said a senior official.
IANS
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Gaya (Bihar): The “Pitripaksh
Mahasangam”, a Hindu ritual
which draws people from far
and wide to this central Bihar
town for a fortnight every year,
went underway on Thursday.
During the fortnight,
Hindus pray for the salvation of
departed souls.
The annual congregation
was inaugurated here by
Deputy Chief Minister Sushil
Kumar Modi in presence of his
cabinet colleagues and parliamentarians and legislators.
The deputy CM along with
a host of dignitaries offered
prayers on the occasion at the
Vishnupad temple along the
Falgu river, which is likely to
remain abuzz with activity till
the conclusion of the congregation on September 28.
District Magistrate, Gaya,
Abhishek Kumar Singh, said
arrangements have been made

to accommodate up to eight
lakh devotees during the congregation who would be provided with facilities like health
camps, buses and e-rickshaw
for commute and safe and
hygienic drinking water.
“Vedis (altars) have been
cleaned up and given a fresh
coat of paint. Security has also
been given due importance
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Shillong: The Khasi Hills
Autonomous District Council,
one of the three tribal councils
in Meghalaya on Thursday
announced a ban on the use of
plastic in all its traditional
markets and promoting use of
biodegradable packages.
The Council has implemented a ban on the use of
plastic in Iewduh here, the
state’s biggest traditional market with over 1000 shops and
500o
hawkers,
since
September 1.
All areas within the
KHADC declared no plastic
zone. Notification is being
issued. Please spread the tidings
and the concomitant warnings, KHADC executive member in charge of Trade department, Paul Lyngdoh said.
The decision, once implemented, will boost up the states
war against the menace of
plastic in a hill state, he said.
KHADC has jurisdiction
over several traditional markets
in East Khasi Hills district,
West Khasi Hills district, South
West Khasi Hills district and
Ri-Bhoi district.
Thursdays decision followed a September 1 notifica-

tion by the Council in which
traditional chieftain (Syiem) of
Hima Mylliem, Ainam Manik
Syiem, also supported.
Under the ban, plastic of all
kinds have been banned except
for those used in certified
packages, according to an official of the KHADC.
The ban was welcomed by
environment activists across
the state hailing the Council for
taking a bold decision for protection of the fragile environment in the state.
Noted environment warrior-Patricia Mukhim- welcomed the decision and lauded the Council for taking a step
towards protection of environment.
I am very happy about
this decision. It was long overdue, she said.
PTI

with installation of adequate
number of CCTV cameras
across the town and deputation
of 550 magistrates who would
be guiding the police personnel,” Singh said.
Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Rajiv Mishra said
priests have been provided
with identity cards to prevent
swindlers from making hay

on the occasion.
“Pandas (priests who conduct Pind Daan) have been
provided with I-cards so that
anti-social elements do not
come in disguise to swindle visitors and people go back with
good memories of Bihar, as
desired by Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar during a recent
meeting,” the SSP added. PTI
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6LWKDUDPDQ¶VDWWHPSWWREODPHPLOOHQQLDOVDQGQRZ*R\DO
XUJLQJ,QGLDQVWRQRWGRPDWKPD\EHLQQRFXRXVLIQRWVFDU\

)

URP PLOOHQQLDOV WR PDWKHPDWLFV WKH
VHDUFKIRUVFDSHJRDWVIRUWKHHFRQRP
LFFULVLVFRQWLQXHV,QGHVSHUDWLRQDGHDG
PDQPLJKWVRRQIDFHWKHPXVLFDVZHOO,Q
WKHPHDQWLPHWKHUHDSSHDUVWREHQRKXQWIRU
VROXWLRQVWRWKHHFRQRPLFPDODLVHWKDWZHDUH
LQDQGWKLVQRZLQFUHDVLQJO\DSSHDUVWREHD
FOHDUFDVHRIWKHSLJHRQVFRPLQJKRPHWR
URRVW ,Q WKLV FDVH WKDW ZRXOG KDYH WR EH
GHPRQHWLVDWLRQ+RZHYHULWLVUDWKHUDPXV
LQJWKDW)LQDQFH0LQLVWHU1LUPDOD6LWKDUDPDQ
FKRVHWREODPHPLOOHQQLDOVIRUWKHFDUVDOHV
VORZGRZQDQGDOVRWKHLQFUHDVLQJSUHIHUHQFHWKDWWKHVH\RXQJSHRSOHVKRZIRU
WD[L VHUYLFHV RIIHUHG WKURXJK ULGHKDLOLQJ DSSOLFDWLRQV VXFK DV 2OD DQG 8EHU
,QFLGHQWDOO\WD[LDJJUHJDWRUVHQJDJHGULYHUVZKRPRVWO\GHSOR\0DUXWLFDUV
0HDQZKLOH&RPPHUFH0LQLVWHU3L\XVK*R\DOIHOWIDFWVDQGILJXUHVQHYHUPDW
WHUHGLQXQGHUVWDQGLQJWKH´JUDYLW\µRIWKHSUHYDOHQWHFRQRPLFVFHQDULR
7KHUHLVQRGRXEWWKDWULGHKDLOLQJDSSOLFDWLRQVKDYHPDGHDGLIIHUHQFHWR
XUEDQOLIHLQWKHFRXQWU\EXWDFRXSOHRIWKLQJVPXVWEHUHPHPEHUHGZK\ZH
XVHWKHP)LUVWPRVW,QGLDQFLWLHVKDYHDYHU\SRRUSXEOLFWUDQVSRUWV\VWHP
$OVRLQVHYHUDOFLWLHVSDUWLFXODUO\LQWKH1DWLRQDO&DSLWDO5HJLRQ 1&5 WKHUH
ZDVQRKLVWRU\RIKDLOLQJDWD[LGRZQWRWUDYHO/LWWOHQHLJKERXUKRRGWD[LZDOODKV
ZHUHWKHRQO\KRSH7KHULGHKDLOLQJVHUYLFHVWXUQHGWKDWXSVLGHGRZQ)RUMRXU
QH\VDIWHUDSDUW\RUPD\EHWRWUDYHOWRDFRPPHUFLDODUHDZKHUHSDUNLQJLVGLI
ILFXOWWRFRPHE\WKHVHVHUYLFHVPDNHVHQVH%XWIRUORQJHUGLVWDQFHVDQGFURVV
LQJERUGHUVDFRVWEHQHILWVWXG\DQGXVDJHDQDO\VLVZLOOVKRZWKDWWKH\DUHIDU
IURPUHSODFLQJFDURZQHUVKLS7UXHDFDULVVWLOODODUJHFDSLWDOH[SHQVHEXWLI
PLOOHQQLDOVDUHQRWEX\LQJWKHPLWLVDELWULFKWREODPH2ODDQG8EHU0LOOHQQLDOV
WKHPDUNHWLQJWHUPIRUWKRVHERUQEHWZHHQDQGDSSUR[LPDWHO\GHSHQG
LQJRQZKLFKDGYHUWLVLQJPDYHQ\RXDVNDUHQRWEX\LQJFDUVEHFDXVHDIIRUG
DELOLW\LVDQLVVXH7KDWLVEHFDXVHMREVIRUVWDUWHUVDUHJHWWLQJLQFUHDVLQJO\GLI
ILFXOWWRFRPHE\DVWKHHFRQRP\VWDOOV7KLVODFNRIFRQILGHQFHLQSXUFKDVLQJ
SRZHULVOHDGLQJWRDF\FOHRIQHJDWLYLW\ZKLFKPLJKWOHDGWRWURXEOHVEH\RQGD
F\FOLFDOVORZGRZQDQGWRVRPHWKLQJZRUVHDVWUXFWXUDOVORZGRZQ0DNHQR
PLVWDNHVIRUPDQ\,QGLDQVLQODUJHFLWLHVDQGVPDOOWRZQVRZQLQJDSULYDWHYHKL
FOH³ZKHWKHULWLVDFDURUDWZRZKHHOHU³LVDIXQFWLRQDOUHTXLUHPHQWWREH
DSURGXFWLYHPHPEHURIVRFLHW\,QDGGLWLRQIRUWKRVHFOLPELQJXSWKHVRFLDO
DQGHFRQRPLFODGGHURZQLQJDFDUUHPDLQVWREHVRPHWKLQJDVSLUDWLRQDODVWKH
FRXQWU\·VODUJHVWFDUPDNHU0DUXWL6X]XNLKDVKLJKOLJKWHG7KLVLVDOVRUHIOHFW
HGE\WKHIDFWWKDWWKHVHFRQGKDQGFDUPDUNHWLVERRPLQJE\DOOLQGLFDWLRQV
7KHVORZLQJHFRQRP\LVIDLOLQJWRFUHDWHHQRXJKMREVIRUWKHPLOOHQQLDOVDQG
WKHUHLVQRHVFDSLQJWKDW7KHVORZGRZQKDVPHDQWWKDWVWXGHQWVZKRHQWHUHG
WKHMREPDUNHWLQDQGKDYHQRWIRXQGMREVDQGWKH&ODVVRI
LVORRNLQJIHDUIXOO\DWWKHFRPLQJPRQWKV$QGLI\RXGRQ·WKDYHDMREPD\EH
\RXVKRXOGQ·WEX\DFDU7KHFULVLVLQWKHDXWRLQGXVWU\RUIRUWKDWPDWWHUWKH
HFRQRP\LVQRWDERXWORSVLGHGGHPDQGDQGVXSSO\,W·VDZDUQLQJEHOOIRUELJ
EDQJVWUXFWXUDOUHIRUPVDQGEHWWHUSROLFLHVIRUWKHPDQXIDFWXULQJVHFWRU7KHUH·V
DQHHGWRSHUNXSWKHVPDOODQGPHGLXPHQWHUSULVHVDVWKH\DUHDPRQJWKHEHVW
MREJHQHUDWRUV)LQGVROXWLRQVQRWODPHH[FXVHV

?`^Rc\dW`cViTV]]V_TV
,QGLDQLQVWLWXWLRQVIDLOWRPDNHLWDPRQJWKHWRS
RIWKH:RUOG8QLYHUVLW\5DQNLQJV

)

RUDOOWKHFRQYLQFLQJVWULGHVZHPDNHLQ
WKHILHOGRINQRZOHGJHZLWKRXUKRPH
JURZQDQGH[SRUWHGWDOHQWSRRO,QGLDKDV
MXVWQRWEHHQDEOHWRHVWDEOLVKLWVSODFHLQWKH
ZRUOGDVDYDOXHGOHDUQLQJFHQWUH1R,QGLDQ
XQLYHUVLW\FRXOGIHDWXUHLQWKHWRSRIWKH
7LPHV +LJKHU (GXFDWLRQ 7+( ·V :RUOG
8QLYHUVLW\5DQNLQJV7KHRQO\WZRLQVWL
WXWHVWKDWFRXOGPDNHLWLQWRWKHUDQN
LQJZHUHWKH,QGLDQ,QVWLWXWHRI6FLHQFH ,,6F 
%HQJDOXUX DQG WKH ,QGLDQ ,QVWLWXWH RI
7HFKQRORJ\ ,,7  5RSDU 7KH WRS SRVLWLRQV
ZHUHWDNHQE\WKH86DQGWKH8.ZLWK-DSDQDQG&KLQDIRUJLQJWKHLUZD\DKHDG
2XUGRZQVOLGHLVDOOWKHPRUHVXUSULVLQJFRQVLGHULQJWKDWZHKDGPDGHVLJ
QLILFDQWVWULGHVLQWKHSDVWVHYHQ\HDUVPRYLQJXSWKHODGGHULQWKHYHU\VDPH
UDQNLQJV%RWK,,6F%HQJDOXUXDQG,,75RSDUZHUHOLVWHGLQWKHJURXS
ODVW\HDUZLWKXQLYHUVLWLHVUDQNLQJLQWKHWRS7KHRQO\VXFFRXUWKLV
WLPHLVWKHIDFWWKDW,QGLDLVWKHILIWKPRVWUHSUHVHQWHGQDWLRQLQWKHFRPSOHWH
OLVWZLWKHQWULHVDQG,,75RSDUPDNLQJDVXUSULVHGHEXWDV,QGLD·V1R
XQLYHUVLW\VXUSDVVLQJHYHQ,,7%RPED\'DWDUHOHDVHGE\WKH46UDQNLQJVUHOHDVHG
LQ-XQHWKLV\HDUWRRZHUHQRWVRHQFRXUDJLQJ:KLOHWKUHH,,7VIRXQGDSODFH
DPRQJWKHWRSDQGVDZVRPHIUHVKQDPHVEHLQJLQFOXGHGPDQ\HPL
QHQWXQLYHUVLWLHVORVWWKHLUSRVLWLRQVIURPWKHOLVW1HYHUPLQGWKHFRQWUDVWLQJ
ILJXUHVRXULQDELOLW\WRUDQNDQ\ZKHUHFORVHWRWKHPDUNLVZRUULVRPHDV
ZHDUHODJJLQJIDUEHKLQG-DSDQDQG&KLQD:LWKXQLYHUVLWLHV-DSDQKROGV
WKHILUVWSRVLWLRQDQGZLWK&KLQDEDJJHGWKHVHFRQGSRVLWLRQLQWKH
$VLD8QLYHUVLW\5DQNLQJV,QGLDZDVFRQVLGHUHGZRUWK\RIMXVWLQVWLWXWLRQV
LQWKHVDLGOLVWDQGDVDGLVVHPLQDWRURINQRZOHGJHGHILQLWHO\QRWZRUWK\RI
EHLQJFRQVLGHUHGDQ$VLDQPDMRU
:HLPPHGLDWHO\QHHGWRORRNDWV\VWHPLFIODZVLQWKHKLJKHUHGXFDWLRQV\V
WHP7KHWHDFKHUVWXGHQWUDWLRLVVWLOOGLVPDO%HVLGHVPRVWIDFXOW\PHPEHUV
LQXQLYHUVLWLHVFRQWLQXHWREHKLUHGRQDQDGKRFEDVLV6HFRQGWKHUHLVQR
IXQGLQJIRUUHVHDUFKDQGFROODERUDWLYHYHQWXUHVZLWKDFDGHPLFVRUFURVVIORZ
ZLWKRWKHUZRUOGXQLYHUVLWLHV(YHQH[LVWLQJFHQWUHVRIH[FHOOHQFHOLNH,,7VDQG
,,6FQHHGWRUHJLVWHUWKHLULQWHUQDWLRQDOSUHVHQFHE\SXEOLFLVLQJWKHLUUHVHDUFK
DQGFRXUVHVDEURDG'HVSLWHDVOHZRILQQRYDWLRQVVHOGRPGRHV,,7UHVHDUFK
ILQGDSODFHLQUDWHGLQWHUQDWLRQDOMRXUQDOVDQGSDSHUV7KLUGWKHUH·VODFNRID
FRQGXFLYHHQYLURQPHQWIRUKLJKTXDOLW\UHVHDUFKZKLFKLVPRVWFULWLFDOWRZRUOG
UDQNLQJV 7KH 8*&·V DVVHVVPHQW RI DFDGHPLFLDQV WKURXJK WKH $FDGHPLF
3HUIRUPDQFH,QGLFDWRUV $3, VFRUHKDVLQIOLFWHGPRUHGDPDJHWRWKHRYHUDOO
TXDOLW\RIUHVHDUFKDVVFKRODUVDUHIRFXVVHGRQVFRULQJKLJKHUSRLQWVWKDQPDLQ
WDLQLQJWKHTXDOLW\RIUHVHDUFK$QGLIZHZDQWWRFDWFKXSLQGHHGWKHQZH
QHHGWRUROORXWLQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\FRXUVHV7KRXJKQHZDJHFRXUVHVOLNHPDULQH
HQJLQHHULQJJHRSK\VLFVJDPHGHVLJQDQGGHYHORSPHQWKDYHIRXQGDSODFH
QRZ67(0FRXUVHV 6FLHQFH7HFKQRORJ\(QJLQHHULQJDQG0DWKHPDWLFV UHPDLQ
DSULRULW\IRUVWXGHQWV:LWKWKHZRUOGPDNLQJUDSLGVWULGHVLQ$, DUWLILFLDOLQWHO
OLJHQFH DXWRPDWLRQDQGPDFKLQHOHDUQLQJDQGHPSOR\HUVORRNLQJIRUVNLOOHG
SHRSOHPRUHVXFKFRXUVHVQHHGWREHLQWURGXFHG7KDW·VZK\,QGLDLVVHHQ
DVDQDWLRQWKDWVHQGVDQGQRWUHFHLYHVVWXGHQWVIRUKLJKHUHGXFDWLRQ7KHSHU
FHQWDJHRIIRUHLJQVWXGHQWVVWXG\LQJKHUHLVWKHUHIRUHYHU\WLQ\LQFRPSDUL
VRQ2QHPD\DUJXHWKDWWKHVH:HVWHUQSDUDPHWHUVDUHELDVHGDJDLQVWRXU
PRUHVRFLDOLVWDSSURDFKWRHGXFDWLRQEXWTXDOLW\LVIRUXVWRUHWDLQ
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ardar Tanmanjeet Singh Dhesi,
Britain’s first ever Sikh MP, recently targetted the newly-elected Prime
Minister Boris Johnson over his
remarks about burqa-clad Muslim
women. In a newspaper article written last
year, Johnson had compared Muslim women
in burqa to “bank robbers” and “letter boxes.”
The article had stirred a hornet’s nest back
then with his Conservative peer, Lord
Sheikh, filing a written complaint to demand
a thorough investigation. Johnson, accused
of breaching party code, refused to apologise, notwithstanding instructions from
party chairman Brandon Lewis. Finally, an
independent panel chaired by Naomi
Ellenbogen cleared him of the charges in
December last year. The panel did find
Johnson’s language “provocative” but ruled
against excessively censoring “the use of satire
to emphasise a viewpoint, particularly one
that is not subject to criticism.”
Dhesi, a Sikh who grew up in Britain,
must have experienced racism himself. It was
natural for him to stand up in defence of
other victimised groups and individuals. But
he, being a Labour MP, was perhaps, actuated by political partisanship, too. What otherwise explains reigniting an issue that was
settled last December? But how wise would
it be to defend a regressive custom for the
sake of multiculturalism or to downgrade
political opponents?
Johnson, being a Conservative, might
suffer from certain biases and angularities.
But what about Tony Blair, Leader of the
Labour Party for 13 years and former Prime
Minister of Britain for 10 years? As the then
Prime Minister, on October 17, 2006, Blair
had said that the wearing of full veils by
Muslim women was a “mark of separation”
and made some “outside the community feel
uncomfortable.” His comments were made
in the context of suspension of a student,
Aisha Azmi, at the Headfield Church of
England, a junior school in Dewsbury, for her
refusal to remove her veil. Blair had supported the authorities over their decision.
The ensuing year (on October 31, 2007),
Cherie Blair did some straight talking at Radio
Four’s programme. She said, “Women covering their heads, women dressing modestly, I have no problem with at all. I think, however, that if you get to a stage where a woman
is not able to express her personality because
you can’t see her face, then you do start to
ask whether this is something that is actually acknowledging the woman’s right to be a
person in her own right.”
If the British were so uncharitable
towards ethnic wear, why did sari not
become a focal point of discrimination? My
aunt, Latika Chanda, now long retired from
the National Health Service (Britain),
always wore a sari during her medical practice in London. She was never deprived of
the esteem she deserved for her professional competence. In 1976, the “strikers in saris”
conducted the famous labour protest in

Britain, ultimately compelling
20,000 people to join their
cause. Their leader was Jayaben
Desai (1933-2001), a Gujarati
women who relocated from
Tanzania to Britain. She laid a
strike of Asian and African
women, who worked at
Grunwick Film processing factory in north London under
pitiable conditions. Her photo in
a sari topped by cardigan and
holding a placard, “The Workers
United Will Never Be Defeated,”
became one of the rivetting pictures of labour movement in the
20th century. The bottomline is
that the sari never restricted
women’s participation in industrial or professional life of
Britain.
But burqa signifies a very
different mindset. Blair was
asked at the same news conference whether it was possible for
a burqa-wearing woman to be
contributing to the society. He
exclaimed, “that’s a difficult
question.” Could there be a
clearer view on the issue coming from a Labour Prime
Minister? A person who is wearing a turban or sari or any religious symbol like cross, is contributing to the industrial, commercial and public life of Britain.
Could Dhesi say the same thing
about burqa as well? Rather, is
burqa not concealing the real
question about internal discrimination within the Muslim

FWPc8]SXP]TTSbXb]c_a^
_PVP]SP\P]X_d[PcTS
]TfbRhR[TbP]SU^^[XbW
cWT^aXTbPQ^dc\X[[T]]XP[b
QdcPR^]RaTcT_[P]c^
5XgCWT4R^]^\h

C^SPhXc³bP]gXTch
b^\TcWX]VcWPc8bcX[[STP[
fXcWQdcXcWPbQTR^\Tb^
\dRWQTccTacWP]fWPcXc
fPb0[b^b^\TfWTaTh^d
WPeTc^T\QaPRTXc

@dXcTPdSPRX^db^]_Pac^U
?PZXbcP]c^_aTcT]Sc^b_TPZ
^]QTWP[U^UV[^QP[R^\\d]Xch
^]Wd\P]aXVWcb8c\dbc
d]STabcP]ScWPcaT_TPcX]VP[XT
S^Tb]^ccda]XcX]c^cadcW

8UWT4X]bcTX]WPS^][h
V^]TQhbcadRcdaTSU^a\d
[PTP]SfWPcfPb_Pbc
Z]^f[TSVT8S^]^ccWX]Z
cWTaTf^d[SWPeTQTT]P]h
X]]^ePcX^]X]cWXbf^a[S

2^]VaTbb[TPSTa
¯APWd[6P]SWX

0Rc^a
¯BWaPSSWP:P_^^a

<40b_^ZTb_Tab^]
¯APeTTbW:d\Pa

D]X^]<X]XbcTa
¯?XhdbW6^hP[

S

B>D=318C4

;4CC4AB
2\_gd_dXU3_^WbUcc
Sir — Given the current rate of
attrition in the Opposition rank and
file, with defectors hopping onto
the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and the Shiv Sena with monotonous regularity, it appears that
Maharashtra will soon practically
be “opposition-mukt.” So far, the
Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)
received the blows and it looked like
the Congress saved the blushes. But
this time, the Congress poll preparations in Maharashtra is in the doldrums. Recently, three of its members — Former Ministers
Harshavardhan Patil and
Kripashankar Singh as also Urmila
Matondkar — quit the party.
During his mass outreach
programme, Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis had claimed
recently that Opposition parties
would be diminished to such an
extent that they would be hardpressed to secure the post of the
leader of the Opposition. Looks
like his claim is likely to fructify
as senior leaders, perceived to possess the “winnable” factor, are joining the ruling bandwagon. Who
then will be left in the Opposition?
Padmini Raghavendra
Secunderabad
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society? It would be pertinent to
read what BR Ambedkar,
Chairman of the Drafting
Committee of the Constitution
of India, said about burqa and
purdah (women’s quarters in
Muslim homes) in the 1940s.
“These burqa women walking in the streets is one of the
most hideous sights one can witness in India. Such seclusion
cannot but have its deteriorating
effects upon the physical constitution of Muslim women. They
are usually victims to anaemia,
tuberculosis and pyorrhoea.
Their bodies are deformed, with
their backs bent, bones protruded,
hands
and
feet
crooked….purdah deprives
Muslim women of mental and
moral nourishment. Being
deprived of healthy social life,
the process of moral degeneration must and does set in...They
lag behind their sisters from
other communities, cannot take
part in any outdoor activity
and are weighed down by a slavish mentality and an inferiority
complex. They have no desire
for knowledge, because they
are taught not be interested in
anything outside the four walls
of the house. Purdah women in
particular become helpless,
timid and unfit for any fight in
life” (Pakistan, or, The Partition
of India, ed. 1946 , P.220-21).
Johnson might have been
cavalier in his attitude towards
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DbQ^cVUbcgYdX_ed`bUZeTYSU/
TRT]caTR^\\T]SPcX^]b^UcWTBd_aT\T2^dacR^[
[TVXd\[TSQh2WXTU9dbcXRT^U8]SXPAP]YP]6^V^X^]
cWT caP]bUTa ^U YdSVTb aPaT[h T[XRXcTS P]h RaXcXRXb\
7^fTeTacWTcaP]bUTa^U9dbcXRTEXYPhP:P\[TbWCPWX[aP\P]X
Ua^\<PSaPbc^<TVWP[PhPb_PaZTSb_^]cP]T^db_a^cTbcb
9dbcXRTCPWX[aP\P]XQTRP\TcWTYdSVT^UcWT1^\QPh7XVW
2^dacX]! 8]0dVdbc! 'bWTfPbcaP]bUTaaTSc^cWT
<PSaPb7XVW2^dacPb2WXTU9dbcXRT0]SfWT]cWTR^[
[TVXd\aTUdbTSc^T]cTacPX]WTa_TcXcX^]PVPX]bccWTcaP]b
UTac^<TVWP[PhPbWTaTbXV]TSD][TbbT[TePcTSc^cWTP_Tg
R^dacbWTf^d[SWPeTaTcXaTSYdbcX]PhTPaX]>Rc^QTa!!
C^aTRP[[PcaP]bUTadbTSc^QT^aSTaTSc^X\_a^eT
cWTUd]RcX^]X]V^UTXcWTacWT7XVW2^dacb^afWT]R[^bT
aT[PcXeTb^UcWTYdSVTfTaT_aPRcXbX]VX]cWTbP\TR^dac
CWTc^_R^dacdbTSc^^aSTaPcaP]bUTaXUPYdSVTWPS[Xc
XVPcX^]^a_a^_TachX]cTaTbcX]cWTBcPcT^afWT]WXbWTa
R^]cX]dP]RTX]cWT7XVW2^dacWPSQTR^\Td]cT]PQ[TSdT
c^bdaVX]VR^]ca^eTabXTbCWTaTb^[dcX^]c^caP]bUTa9dbcXRT
CPWX[aP\P]XbX\_[hbcPcTScWPcXcfPbS^]T°X]cWTX]cTa
Tbc^UQTccTaPS\X]XbcaPcX^]^UYdbcXRT±CWTbh]cPRcXRP\QX
VdXchX]cWTf^aSX]VfXcWcWT_^bbXQX[Xch^U\^aTcWP]^]T
STaXePcXeT Ua^\ cWT bT`dT]RT ^U f^aSb Xb P__PaT]c
8]RXST]cP[[hQ^cW9dbcXRT9PhP]c?PcT[^UcWT:Pa]PcPZP
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Sir — Thanks to the strict
enforcement by traffic authorities across the nation, there has
a been massive rise in the collection of fines for violations. The

the burqa as a custom. But to
run him down would mean
encouraging those Muslim
males, who enforce these
repressive customs of their
womenfolk. Dhesi might know
better that consumption of
halal meat is prohibited in his
religion viz, Sikhism. The Sikh
gurus, in their wisdom, might
have formulated this rule. But
the formidability of halal is now
being experienced by European
nations. It would be a gross
understatement to say that halal
is merely a dietary choice. It
encompasses food, pharmaceuticals, cosmetics, banking
and insurance products among
others. Western institutions are
projecting themselves as halal compliant or certified to
appease a growing Muslim customer base. Halal is, thus, an
instrument to subjugate the
Western system or free world
system to Arabic imperialism.
One hopes Dhesi will see burqa
in the same light. The same
group of people, who enforce
burqa, also make no secret of
their intentions to impose
Shari’ah law on Britain. Is that
a desirable proposition?
(The writer is an independent researcher based in New
Delhi and has authored the book,
The Microphone Men: How
Orators Created a Modern India.
Views expressed are personal)
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steep hike in fines is a step in the
right direction as it will help
bring down accident rates and
improve road safety.
The traffic enforcement
authorities should conduct a
large-scale awareness drive on
road safety and on the recent

amendments that have brought in
several changes. As riders become
aware of the new rules, they may
lead to safer roads. Extensive
effort is also required to improve
the conditions of the roads.
Varun Dambal
Bengaluru

CQi^_d_dUbb_bYc]
Sir — This refers to the report,
“India snubs Pak’s Valley interference bid in Geneva” (September
12). Ever since the abrogation of
Article 370, several reports have
surfaced that claim that Pakistan
has pushed dozens of terrorists
into our country to launch terror
attacks. This is not something that
is unheard of. Every time when
our eastern neighbour is let down
on the international forum, it
takes recourse to such tactics.
However, what is surprising
is the fact that Islamabad, despite
going through a difficult phase of
time, continues with the same
pernicious foreign policy of providing material support for terrorism. Its economy is in doldrums,
foreign reserves have dried up
and it continues to remain on
FATF’s “grey list” for not doing
enough to crack down on terror
financing. It must realise that
escalating tensions across the
border will in no way help it gain
any support.
Manisha
Via email
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
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RVWWKHLUKLVWRULFDOYLFWRU\LQQRWRQHEXWWZRSDUOLDPHQWDU\
HOHFWLRQV FRQVHFXWLYHO\ WKH %KDUDWL\D -DQDWD 3DUW\ %-3
HPHUJHGDVWKHPRVWLQIOXHQWLDOSROLWLFDOSDUW\RIWKHQDWLRQ
,QWKHSUHVHQWPLOLHXDVLJQLILFDQWQXPEHURI%-3ZRUNHUVDUHRI
WKHYLHZWKDW%LKDU&KLHI0LQLVWHU1LWLVK.XPDUVKRXOGIROORZWKH
SUDJPDWLFSDWKRIFDUHHUSURJUHVVLRQDQGVWDUWDGGLQJYDOXHWRQDWLRQ
DOSROLWLFVJLYHQKLVSURIRXQGH[SHULHQFHLQWKHILHOG
7KHSDUW\KRSHVWKDWZKLOHGRLQJVRWKH&KLHI0LQLVWHUZLOOPDNH
ZD\IRUWKH%-3WROHDGWKH6WDWHRQWKHSDWKRISURVSHULW\DQGVXF
FHVVDQGWKH-DQDWD'DO 8QLWHG  -'8 ZLOONHHSSOD\LQJWKHDOO
LPSRUWDQWDQGSLYRWDOUROHRIFRDOLWLRQSDUWQHULQ%LKDUDQGEH\RQG
,QUHFHQWWLPHVVHYHUDO%-3OHDGHUVLQFOXGLQJIRUPHU6WDWHFKLHI
DQG5DM\D6DEKDPHPEHU&37KDNXUDQGHUVWZKLOH8QLRQ0LQLVWHU
6DQMD\3DVZDQKDYHXUJHG1LWLVK.XPDUWRMRLQPDLQVWUHDPSROLWL
FLDQVDWWKH&HQWUHRQVHYHUDORFFDVLRQV7KHSDUW\LVKRSLQJWKDW
DIWHU1LWLVK.XPDUJRHVRQWRWKHQDWLRQDOSROLWLFDOVFHQHKHZLOO
KDQGRYHUWKHUHLQVRIWKH6WDWHWRWKHSDUW\DQGLQVWDOOD%-3&KLHI
0LQLVWHU
7KHVHYRLFHVDUHQRWRQO\FRPLQJIURPWKH%-3EXWIURPZLWK
LQWKH-' 8 DVZHOO5HFHQWO\0HPEHURI/HJLVODWLYH$VVHPEO\
$PDUQDWK*DPLSXWXSEDQQHUVH[SUHVVLQJKLVYLHZVRQWKHPDW
WHULQKLVFRQVWLWXHQF\RI+D\DJKDWLQ'DUEKDQJDGLVWULFW7KHEDQ
QHUVVWDWHGWKDWLQWKH%LKDU$VVHPEO\HOHFWLRQVZRXOGEH
IRXJKWDQGZRQE\WKH1DWLRQDO'HPRFUDWLF$OOLDQFH 1'$ XQGHU
WKHOHDGHUVKLSDQGRQWKHEDVLVRIWKHZRUNGRQHE\WKH3ULPH0LQLVWHU
DVWKH\KDGVZHSWWKHSDUOLDPHQWDU\SROOVLQ%LKDUGXHWR1DUHQGUD
0RGL·VHIIRUWVDQGFKDULVPD
)RUVRPHWLPHQRZ%-3ZRUNHUVVXSSRUWHUVDQGGLIIHUHQWVHJ
PHQWVRIVRFLHW\DUHHDJHUWRVHHD%-3OHG*RYHUQPHQWLQ%LKDU
DOEHLWZLWKWKHIXOOVXSSRUWRILWVDOOLDQFHSDUWQHU-' 8 DQGSDUW\
FKLHI1LWLVK.XPDU·VEOHVVLQJV7KH\IHHOWKDWDFKDQJHRIJXDUG
ZRXOGFHUWDLQO\EHDERRQIRU%LKDUDVWKHQHZ&KLHI0LQLVWHUZRXOG
EULQJDIUHVKRXWORRNDQGHQHUJ\WRWKHWDEOHDQGDWWKHVDPHWLPH
EHQHILWIURP1LWLVK.XPDU·VVWHZDUGVKLS7KH\DUJXHWKDWVLQFHWKH
DGYHQWRIGHPRFUDF\SROLWLFDOWUDQVLWLRQKDVDOZD\VEHHQDUHDOLW\
DQG1LWLVK.XPDUVKRXOGDFFHSWWKLVZLWKJUDFHDQGZKROHKHDUW
HGO\EOHVVWKHQHZOHDGHUVKLS
7KH%-3JDYH1LWLVK.XPDUWKHWRSMRELQZKHQWKHOHDGHU
ZDVXQDEOHWRSURYHKLVPDMRULW\DQGKLV6DPWD3DUW\ZDVDQLPSRU
WDQWEXWYHU\VPDOOSOD\HULQFRPSDULVRQ7KHIHHOLQJZLWKLQWKH%-3
LVWKDWLWLVWLPHIRUWKH&KLHI0LQLVWHUWRUHWXUQWKHIDYRXUEHVWRZHG
XSRQKLPE\WKHODWH$WDO%LKDUL9DMSD\HHZKRQRWRQO\LQGXFWHG
KLPLQWRWKH8QLRQ&DELQHWEXWDOVRSURMHFWHGKLPDVWKHFKLHIPLQ
LVWHULDOFDQGLGDWHIRU%LKDU7KH1'$ZRQWKDWHOHFWLRQE\WKHGLQW
RIKDUGZRUNSXWLQE\%-3ZRUNHUVQRWMXVWIRUSDUW\FDQGLGDWHV
EXWDOVRIRU-' 8 OHDGHUV
,QWKH$VVHPEO\HOHFWLRQVWKH%-3SURMHFWHG1LWLVK.XPDU
DVWKHFKLHIPLQLVWHULDOFDQGLGDWHIRUWKH1'$GHVSLWHWKHIDFWWKDW
KHORVWIURPKLVWUDGLWLRQDOVHDW%DUKLQWKH/RN6DEKDSROOV
$IWHUWKH1'$ZRQWKHHOHFWLRQV1LWLVK.XPDUEHFDPHWKH&KLHI
0LQLVWHURI%LKDUDJDLQ
,QFRQVRQDQFHZLWKFRDOLWLRQGKDUPDWKH%-3KDVVWRRGE\
1LWLVK.XPDUIRUWKHODVWWZRGHFDGHVDQGLQWKHODVW/RN6DEKD
HOHFWLRQVWKHSDUW\JDYHXSILYHRIWKHVHDWVKHOGE\LWDQGFRQ
WHVWHGLQWRKHOSWKH-' 8 FKLHIDFFRPPRGDWHKLVSDUW\OHDG
HUV*LYHQWKHSUR%-3ZDYHVZHHSLQJWKHFRXQWU\DQGWKHSDUW\·V
FRQVLGHUDEOHFORXWRQWKHQDWLRQDOVFHQHLWLVWLPHIRU1LWLVK.XPDU
WRVKRZSROLWLFDODVWXWHQHVVDQGDELJKHDUWDQGPDNHZD\IRUD
%-3&KLHI0LQLVWHULQWKH6WDWH
7KHSHRSOHRI%LKDUVWLOOUHFDOO1LWLVK.XPDU·VILUVWWHUPDV&KLHI
0LQLVWHUDVDJROGHQHUDRIGHYHORSPHQWDQGJRRGJRYHUQDQFH
+RZHYHUWKHFUHGLWIRUWKHVXFFHVVRIWKH-' 8 VWDOZDUW·VVXEVH
TXHQWDQGSUHVHQWWHQXUHVPXVWEHJLYHQWRWKHGLOLJHQFHDQGHIIL
FLHQF\VKRZQE\%-3PLQLVWHUVZKRJDYHWKH&KLHI0LQLVWHUIXOO
FRRSHUDWLRQ,W·VQRWIRUQRWKLQJWKDWWKHSHUIRUPDQFHRI%-3PLQ
LVWHUVKDVEHHQDSSUHFLDWHGE\GLIIHUHQW*RYHUQPHQWDQGSXEOLFDJHQ
FLHV,QIDFW1LWLVK.XPDUKLPVHOIVSRNHDERXWEHLQJXQFRPIRUW
DEOHZRUNLQJZLWKWKH5DVKWUL\D-DQDWD'DO 5-' ZKHQKHIRUPHG
WKH*RYHUQPHQWZLWKLWLQ
1LWLVK.XPDU·VHTXDWLRQZLWKWKH1'$LQGLFDWHV
WKDWWKH%-3LVVLQFHUHO\FRPPLWWHGWRZDUGV
WKH GHYHORSPHQW RI %LKDU DORQJZLWK WKH
-' 8 +HQFHLQWKHLQWHUHVWRI%LKDUKH
VKRXOGPDNHZD\IRUWKH%-3DQGIROORZ
WKHFRDOLWLRQGKDUPDRIUHFLSURFDWLRQ7KH
%-3KDVDOUHDG\SOD\HGLWVSDUWE\JLYLQJ
XQFRQGLWLRQDOVXSSRUWFRRSHUDWLRQDQGD
IUHHKDQGWRWKH-' 8 FKLHILQUXQQLQJWKH
6WDWHIRUWKHODVW\HDUV,W·VQRZWLPH
WKDW%LKDUEHQHILWVIURPDFKDQJHRI
JXDUGDWWKHKHOP
7KHZULWHULVDPHPEHURI
WKH%-36WDWH:RUNLQJ
&RPPLWWHH%LKDU
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ecently on the recommendation of the
Collegium of the Supreme Court (SC), four
Chief Justices from the High Courts
(HCs) were elevated, raising its strength to 34.
While a growth in the arrears of cases in the SC
and the need for their early disposal appear to
be the main reasons for such a raise, its relevance
arises from the fact that the apex court is the head
of the judiciary in the country and for expeditious disposals, it has to set an example and formulate a strategy for speedy and less expensive
delivery of justice in courts and its consequent
benefits to the common man.
One thing which is most striking in the
whole scenario is that our Constitution came into
being in 1950, that is just about 70 years ago,
while the criminal code of procedure, which regulates the procedure for investigation of cases by
the police and their trial in the courts is as old
as 1898, which is almost 120 years old.
An amended code was brought in 1973 but
its basic structure remains the same. It is obvious that the system devised by the British Crown
for the colonial administration should have been
done away with, as per the aspirations of an independent country, a republican and a peoplefriendly Government, but for some reason we
have continued to persist with this relic of the
colonial period.
As the delays in courts multiply, hopes of the
common man for quick and inexpensive delivery of justice continue to recede. The seriousness of the situation can be gauged from the fact
that in October 2018, the present Chief Justice
of India (CJI) Ranjan Gogoi had expressed that
SC judges should not take leave on working days.
This was more or less an exhortation to ensure
better disposal.
According to rough estimates as of August
2019, there are over 3.5 crore cases pending
across the SC, the HCs and the subordinate
courts throughout the country. Of these, subordinate courts account for over 87.3 per cent pendency of cases, followed by 12.5 per cent pendency in the 24 HCs. The remaining 0.2 per cent
of cases are pending with the apex court. The
problem of pendency creates a lot of collateral
damage, particularly in criminal cases, as it leads
to prolongation of stay of undertrials in custody.
The situation in some of the subordinate courts
has almost assumed scandalous proportions as
even the CJI had said at one place that “convicts
are being heard in some courts after the completion of their sentence.”
It is not as if the problem of mounting arrears
has not been addressed with sufficient emphasis in the past. The Arrears Committee constituted by the Government on the recommendation of the Chief Justices’ conference, had said,
“the failure on the part of the Executive to produce adequate number of competent judges from
time to time has substantially contributed to the
mounting arrears.”
The National Commission to review the
working of the Constitution (2002) had suggested that the Government should also share the
concurrent obligation of meeting the expenditure of the subordinate courts and maintaining
the subordinate judiciary. It had further made
several recommendations, including giving priority over civil matters to criminal cases, where
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the accused are in custody.
Greater reliance was placed on an
Alternate Dispute Resolution mechanism through Gram Nyayalayas (village
courts) for rural areas and Conciliation
Courts for rent and eviction suits
related litigation in urban courts.
In addition, this commission had
stressed that the Government being one
of the biggest litigants, should carefully check the judgments from the HCs
and not go to the apex court in appeals
as a matter of routine, just to avoid allegations.
The commission also recommended a very ambitious strategic action
plan for time-bound clearance of
arrears in the jurisdiction of each HC.
Despite several constructive and doable
suggestions, the reform process has
been slow even as pendency in the
courts continues to multiply on a daily
basis.
As far as court procedures are concerned, the grant of adjournments, far
in excess and in routine, to advocates
needs to be limited.
Once there was a strike by the
advocates on some issue in a particular HC. The judges continued to
adjourn the cases of striking advocates
instead of going ahead with the hearings wherever both the parties were
personally present. Such uncalled for
adjournments are not in the overall
interest of quick disposal of cases. Also,
one can frequently observe that despite
the pith and substance of arguments
being fully covered, some of the advocates continue to speak for long dura-

tions of time perhaps for the sake of
creating an impression. Courts can
always fix time limits in consultation
with the advocates before the proceedings actually commence, so that the
arguments are pointed and confined to
the issues at hand. The Law
Commission has also studied this subject and made its recommendations.
Unfortunately, its 239th report,
instead of focussing on the conduct of
expeditious trial and reduction of
arrears in courts, has dwelt more on the
negligence of the police force in the
country.
We are well aware that the court
trial commences where the investigation ends. As such merely highlighting
the deficiencies of the police department does not expedite the process of
trial in court. Police reforms and separation of investigation from law and
order are separate subjects of great public importance but the issue of a quick
and an inexpensive trial in the court has
been relegated in this report.
As the pendency of cases leads to
delays in trial, it causes serious collateral damage, particularly in criminal
cases. The rate of acquittal being
already quite high, with lapse of time
many more cases end in acquittal,
which might have seen a conviction
otherwise.
The rates of conviction in some of
the Western democracies are quite high
and it is not as if they have been convicting innocent people. In our courts,
the judge mostly hears but does not
involve himself beyond a limit during

the course of depositions. In certain
European countries like France and
Germany, an inquisitorial system is followed where the judge can pull up the
investigator and ask for gaps to be filled.
The trial judge can also question the
accused and draw an adverse inference
in case he remains silent and does not
explain himself.
This is also relevant in borderline
cases where there is a very thin difference between a cognisable and noncognisable offence. In our case, the
Article 20 (3) of the Constitution
needs to be amended accordingly. Our
courts follow the principle of “proof
beyond reasonable doubt” for a conviction. On the other hand if this is
changed to “if the court is convinced
that it is true”, trials would be expedited with better results for the prosecution. Some of these measures had earlier been suggested by a committee constituted by the Ministry of Home
Affairs but most of its recommendations are yet to be implemented. A
reclassification of crimes for trial of
offences under the social welfare code,
correctional code, economic and other
white collar crimes, criminal code,
organised crime and terrorism, also
needs to be considered. It may be easily observed that merely raising the
strength of the judicial officers may not
be enough for quick delivery of justice
to the common man as the system calls
for changes in vital areas.
(The author is a former Governor
and a senior advisor at the Pranab
Mukherjee Foundation)
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mran Khan, the 22nd Prime
Minister of Pakistan since 2018, is
a vocal actor-cum-appellant,
though not necessarily effective, in
doing things. Two enduring characteristics of Khan, however, remain.
His colourful past and his performance on the cricket ground. Both
of these proved to be an asset as well
as a liability for the Niazi tribesman,
settled in Pakistani Punjab’s Mianwali.
Nevertheless, the combination of
cricket as an asset and colourful liability lasted through the vagaries of
Khan’s life, which either endeared or
alienated him to a section of people
and finally led the Pashtun politician
to head the Pakistani Government.
Khan today, however, is not at his

I

best. His persuasive ways and charming language are badly faltering. He
is charged, unfriendly, makes absurd
claims and unbalanced statements
that are highly unbecoming of the
high office he occupies. The former
cricketer is talking nuclear war as if
he is a bowler, giving bumper and
body-line to a dour tail-ender on the
ground. As if it’s a toy to be fiddled
with.
Known for aggressive and brash
on-ground appeals, Khan is relying
on past ground tactics, using threats,
telling lies, deploying deceit and trying tricks in the realm of politics and
diplomatic relations. He publicly
confessed to unethical ball tampering in the past. Can dishonest acts be
wiped out from the curriculum vitae
of the man who is heading our
aggressive neighbour at the moment?
Simultaneously whining, wailing
and warning all and sundry, Khan has
arraigned India before the comity of
nations. “One of my foremost priorities was...peace,.....wanted to normalise relations with India,....meeting
was arranged,.....but India cancelled
meeting,....all my efforts to start a dia-

logue for peace rebuffed by
India......Evidently our desire for
peace in a nuclear neighbourhood is
mistaken as appeasement.” The tirade
continued: “If the world does nothing to stop Indian assault on Kashmir
and its people, there will be consequences for the whole world as two
nuclear-armed states get ever closer
to direct military confrontation.”
One isn’t surprised at the jingoistic language used by him as Khan’s
lack of wisdom on “real issues” is too
transparent to be missed. He’s the
Prime Minister of a country but his
rabble-rousing and ramblings resemble the psyche of a member of
Opposition in Parliament. That’s
because Khan’s ego refuses to accept
the reality of life. He is the Pakistani
Prime Minister just in theory. He
doesn’t wield power in practice. The
Army is the boss wherein lies the
power of the State. As often referred
to by Pakistan’s all-weather friend
China, “Power comes out of the barrel of the gun.” In Pakistan, ever since
the coup in October 1958 by General
Ayub Khan, the barrel of the Army’s
gun always wielded power in the

State. Khan’s words in an opinion
piece in The New York Times are all
but hilarious: “With a nuclear shadow hovering over South Asia, we have
to begin dialogue on Kashmir, strategic matters and trade.” Mark the
words, “trade,” without which Khan’s
promised “Naya Pakistan” will languish for want of money, profit and
mobility. So, for Khan, it’s either
“nuclear war” or “trade” with India.
Between death in war and dollar for
trade stands the raised collar of the
Pakistani Prime Minister.
The conclusion of the article is
even more ludicrous. “The World
War II happened because of appeasement at Munich.” True or not, how
is Munich relevant here? On
September 29, 1938 the Munich Pact
was signed, an undeniable “prologue
to tragedy.” But then there were four
nations on the table, Germany, Italy,
United Kingdom and France. Their
leaders, Adolf Hitler, Benito
Mussolini, Arthur Chamberlain and
Édouard Daladier collectively made
the pact, only to fail to protect the
independence of sovereign
Czechoslovakia. But what does it have

to do with sovereign India’s internal
affairs? Is Khan mixing up facts and
figures? Surely, he needs a gentle
reminder on the reality of his own
land.
Khan should remember that
while he is the 22nd Prime Minister
of Pakistan, Qamar Bajwa is the 16th
Army chief. This goes to show which
office is more stable. Only three of
Pakistan’s 22 Prime Ministers have
completed more than four years in
office so far: Liaquat Ali Khan,
Yousaf Raza Gillani and Nawaz
Sharif. Compare this with tenures of
Army chiefs. Ayub Khan was chief
for over seven years, Musa Khan’s
tenure was just one month short of
eight years, Parvez Musharraf did
nine years and 53 days while Zia-ulHaq was in office for 12 years and 169
days. Musharraf ’s successor Kayani,
too, had a six-year stint after getting
a three-year extension.
In fact, Khan bowed to (and not
bowled against) the “wishes” of
General Bajwa and gave him a threeyear extension under duress. Instead
of retiring in November 2019, Bajwa
will now continue till November

2022. Understandably, Khan, who
usually had his way during his nonpolitical days, finds it suffocating and
humiliating as the Prime Minister to
be steered and ordered by the backseat-driving Bajwa. After all, Imran
is a proud Pashtun and Bajwa a nonPashtun ruler. Pakistan certainly is no
India with rich cross-cultural and
diverse ethnicity in barracks and bungalows of the state.
It’s, therefore, absolutely imperative for India to be extremely careful owing to the potential misadventures of desperadoes in the neighbourhood. 2022 could be a defining
year for South Asia in general and
India in particular. First, there’s the
heat generated by Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir in the west and Chinaoccupied-Ladakh in the east. The
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) and Tibet-Xinjiang road,
both pass through India. Second,
2022 is the 75th year of both India
and Pakistan’s Independence. Possibly
a gala Indian celebration and a damp
squib for Pakistan may lead to a spoilsport scenario. Third, 1947 happened on the back of the two-nation

theory of Islamic Pakistan and nonIslamic India. With 2022 being the
1400th year of Islam, it’s bound to be
an occasion for fanatics and terrorists of Pakistan, to ignite fire. Fourth,
the present mass religious hysteria,
generated by Khan and the Army-ISI
duo, to cross over to India could very
well be the last, and worst, of Pakistani
folly, if implemented. And finally,
Bajwa, arguably, one of the most
silent, low profile operators, who
picked up rank, superseding two
seniors, courtesy, Nawaz Sharif in
2016. Bajwa is a seasoned hand who
virtually spent his life in the vicinity
of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K).
Bajwa also is closest possible to
the Chinese and the main architect
to deploy one division to protect them
and the CPEC. One, therefore, pities
the civilian puppet of the military
puppeteer. India must be on the lookout for, not the civilian loudspeaker,
but terrorist and terrorism mastermind and lord of the civilian loudspeaker, the Pakistani Army.
(The writer, an alumnus National
Defence College, is author of China in
India.)
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xpressing concerns over
E
fall in export credit,
Commerce and Industr y
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Thursday said the government
will soon come out with guidelines on extending foreign
exchange credit to exporters at
affordable rates.
“We are concerned that it
(export credit) has fallen, and
will come up with the contours
of a vibrant programme (to
address the issue) soon, which
will particularly support micro,
small and medium enterprises,” Goyal said while addressing the meeting of the Board
of Trade here.
The programme, more
importantly, will make foreign exchange credit available
to exporters at competitive
rates, he said, adding that the
rates were likely to be in the
sub-four per cent category.
He said the ministry was
waiting for Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman to take a

call on some of the issues on
export credit.
The bankers are on board
and “...We shall shortly be
coming out with the contours
that have been finalised
between the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI), the finance ministry and the commerce ministry,” he added.
Export credit disbursement declined 23 per cent in
2018-19 to Rs 9.57 lakh crore
from Rs 12.39 lakh crore in
2017-18.
He also said the ministry
would notify new anti-dumping rules this month.
Further, the minister urged
states to send representatives to
the Board of Trade meetings.
The level of participation
of states and ministries will
determine the cooperation that
“we will give” them, he said.
“If both the senior officials
and state ministers are not
there, it is a matter of serious
concern. I may have to talk to
the respective chief ministers,
he said.
He added that if the ministers of states are busy and
don’t find time to come for
these meetings without due
cause known to us in advance,
“then if states have any problems, I may find myself busy to
respond to those states.”
“I hope the message will go
to those states who, for the second time, have not attended
this meeting,” he added.
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New Delhi: International assessment leaders, higher education
policy-makers, trade associations, and university chancellors,
came together on Thursday, to outline and debate global best practices around ‘the future of assessments in India: transforming
exam standards in higher education and the Workplace’. At an
exclusive event hosted by Pearson VUE, the global leader in computer-based testing, key decision-makers across the education
and assessments sectors, ran workshops and delivered keynote
presentations on topics ranging from university admissions testing, psychometrics, and online proctoring.
PNS

Similarly, for central ministries, which have a stake in
exports, “I will take it seriously if they are not able to come,
unless they give a reason well
in advance,” Goyal reiterated.
Goyal also said that
although total exports crossed
half-a-trillion-dollar mark at
USD 537 billion in 2018-19,
India will have to achieve USD
1 trillion of exports in the next
five years.
He said the ministry will
soon come out with a credit
scheme for exporters with
enhanced insurance cover up
to 90 per cent instead of the
current 60 per cent.
During the board meeting,
the LEADS Index-2019 was
released by the minister.
Gujarat topped the chart
among states in the logistics
sector. It was followed by
Punjab and Andhra Pradesh.
Among the hilly eastern
states, Tripura is the top performer and, among Union
Territories, Chandigarh was
selected as the best-performing
UT.
The index is an effort by
the ministry to establish the
base line of performance in the
logistics sector based on the
perception of users and stakeholders at the state level.
It is not an index of the
performance of the state government but may be used to
assess the status of logistics
efficiency in each state.
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industrial production
Icentndia’s
growth slowed to 4.3 per
in July, dragged mainly by

etail inflation
inched up to a
R
10-month high of
3.21 per cent in
August mainly due
to higher prices of
food items like
meat and fish, vegetables and pulses,
government data
showed on Thursday.
However, retail inflation
is still within the Reserve Bank’s
target range, thus keeping
hopes of another rate cut alive.
Inflation based on the
Consumer Price Index (CPI)
stood at 3.15 per cent in July
and 3.69 per cent in August
2018. The previous high was
3.38 per cent in October 2018.
Inflation in the food basket
was 2.99 per cent, up from 2.36
per cent in July.
The August data released
by the National Statistics Office
in the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
also provided details of inflation in segments like ‘health’,
‘recreation and amusement’
and ‘personal care and effects’.
The retail inflation in
health was 7.84 per cent, recreation and amusement 5.54 per
cent and personal care and
effects 6.38 per cent.
Price rise in the ‘education’
segment was recorded at 6.10
per cent in August.
Inflation in meat and fish

C ULVHVIRUWKGD\VSXUWVSDLVHWR
YV86'RQWUDGHWUXFHKRSHV
Mumbai: Continuing its winning run for the sixth straight
session, the rupee climbed 52
paise to end at 71.14 against the
US dollar on Thursday as signs
of easing trade tensions between
the US and China buoyed global markets. Easing crude oil
prices and fresh foreign capital
inflows provided further support, forex traders said.

The Indian currency has
appreciated by 125 paise in the
last six trading sessions. At the
interbank foreign exchange
market on Thursday, the local
unit opened on a strong note at
71.46 and shuttled between a
high of 71.00 and low of 71.46.
It finally closed at 71.14, showing a gain of 52 paise over its
previous close.
PTI

basket was 8.51 per cent, pulses and products 6.94 per cent
and vegetables 6.9 per cent.
The RBI, which mainly
factors in CPI for arriving at its
bi-monthly monetary policy,
has been mandated by the government to ensure that inflation remains at 4 per cent, with
deviation of 2 per cent on
either side.
The central bank, which
has already reduced the key
policy rate four times in the
current calendar year, is scheduled to announce its next bimonthly monetary policy on
October 4.
The data also revealed that
highest rate of inflation was
witnessed in Assam at 5.79 per
cent, followed by Karnataka
(5.47 per cent) and Uttrakhand
(5.28 per cent).
Interestingly, inflation was
in the negative zone at (-) 0.42
per cent in Chandigarh.
Inflation in rural areas of
the country was at 2.18 per cent
and 4.49 per cent in the urban
areas in August.
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manufacturing sector’s poor
show, according to government data released on
Thursday.
Factory output, as measured by the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP),
had expanded 6.5 per cent in
July 2018. The industrial output growth was recorded at 1.2
per cent in June and 4.6 per
cent in May this year.
According to data released
by the Ministry of Statistics
and
Programme
Implementation, industrial
output grew at 3.3 per cent in
April-July period this fiscal,
down from 5.4 per cent
growth in the same period a
year ago.
The IIP data showed a significant slowdown in the
manufacturing sector, which
grew at 4.2 per cent in July
2019 as compared to 7 per cent
a year ago. Capital goods segment, which is a barometer of
investment, saw a contraction
of 7.1 per cent in July compared to 2.3 per cent rise a year
ago. Mining growth was 4.9
per cent in July as compared
to 3.4 per cent in the same
month last fiscal.
The expansion in the
power generation sector stood
at 4.8 per cent in July, compared to 6.6 per cent a year
earlier.
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ountering richest Indian
C
Mukesh
Ambani,
Facebook Inc on Thursday
said data is not the new oil, and
countries like India should
allow its free flow across borders instead of attempting to
hoard it as a finite commodity
within national boundaries.
Facebook Vice-President,
Global
Affairs
and
Communications, Nick Clegg
said data sharing is crucial for
national security as India right
now finds itself “locked out” of
major global data-sharing initiatives aimed to clamp down
on serious crime and terrorism.
India should create a new
template for the internet that
“respects the rights of individuals to choose what happens to
their data; one that encourages
competition and innovation;
and one that remains open and
accessible for everyone,” he said.
Chairman of Reliance
Industries Mukesh Ambani
had stated that “data is the new
oil” as he propagated the protection of Indian users’ data
generated through use of inter-

net as well as social media platforms, saying the country’s
data must be controlled and
owned by Indian people and
not by corporates, especially
global corporations.
“There are many in India
and around the world who
think of data as the new oil —
and that, like oil having a great
reserve of it held within your
national boundaries, will lead
to surefire prosperity. But this
analogy is mistaken,” Clegg
said at an event here.
“Data isn’t oil — a finite
commodity to be owned and
traded, pumped from the ground
and burned in cars and factories.
Of course, no analogy is perfect,
but a better liquid to liken it to is
water, with the global internet like
a great borderless ocean of currents and tides,” he said.
The value of data, he said,
comes not from “hoarding it”
or trading it like a finite commodity, but from allowing it to
flow freely and encouraging the
innovation that comes from
that free flow of data - the algorithms and the services and the
intelligence that can be built on
top of it.
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enchmark indices surrendered early gains to
close in the negative zone
on Thursday as investors preferred to cash in on recent gains
ahead of key macroeconomic
data releases.
After swinging 386 points
intra-day, the 30-share BSE
Sensex settled 166.54 points, or
0.45%, lower at 37,104.28.
Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty fell 52.90 points, or
0.48%, to close at 10,982.80.
Domestic investors turned
cautious ahead of factory output
and inflation data, traders said.
On the global front, markets rose on hopes of a resolution to the US-China trade
conflict after President Donald
Trump delayed by 15 days
additional tariffs on some
Chinese imports. Beijing had
on Wednesday announced it
would exempt 16 categories of
products from US tariffs, ahead
of their next round of trade
negotiations next month.
Yes Bank, which was the
top gainer in the Sensex pack
on Wednesday, was the biggest
loser in Thursday’s session,
tumbling 5.10%.
Other laggards included
Tata Motors, Maruti Suzuki,
Axis Bank, Bharti Airtel, RIL,
NTPC, Bajaj Auto, Asian
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New Delhi (PTI); The mutual fund industry has added
around 5 lakh investors’ account in August, taking the total tally
to 8.53 crore, amid volatile market conditions. In comparison,
the industry had added 10.29 lakh new folios in July. Folios are
numbers designated to individual investor accounts. An investor
can have multiple folios.
According to data from Association of Mutual Funds in India,
the number of folios with 44 fund houses rose to 8,52,81,222 at
the end of August, from 8,48,00,409 in the end of July, registering a gain of 4.81 lakh folios. The total folio count stood at 8.38
lakh in June, 8.32 lakh in May and 8.27 lakh in April.
Market experts said the addition of folios suggest that investors
were undeterred by the market volatility. Besides it indicates their
understanding of the market risks associated in the mutual fund
schemes.
Paints, ITC, Kotak Bank, Bajaj
Finance and TCS, falling up to
4.76%.
On the other hand, ICICI
Bank, Sun Pharma, IndusInd
Bank, HDFC twins, SBI, Tech
Mahindra and ONGC rose up
to 2.13%.
“Market had done well in
the last one-week and bounced
back from the oversold region
which was heavily impacted
last month by poor economic
data. Today it is waiting for the
next set of updated data to
understand whether the worst
for the economy is over or if
this slowdown will continue in
the short-term. The outlook on
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these upcoming data is weak
which is likely to be supported by more rate cut by RBI in
the next month’s policy meet,”
said Vinod Nair, head of
research at Geojit Financial
Services.
Sectorally, BSE auto, telecom, energy, oil and gas, realty, utilities, teck, FMCG and IT
indices ended up to 1.92%
lower.
Finance, bankex, capital
goods and basic materials
gained up to 0.35.
Broader indices closed on
a mixed note, with the BSE
Midcap slipping 0.45% and the
small-cap gauge rising 0.12%.

anking solutions provider
Infosys Finacle on
Thursday said the government’s decision to merge several public sector banks was a
positive development and
would not adversely impact its
business.
The company, which has
implemented its digital banking suite on cloud solution for
Shivalik Mercantile Co-operative Bank Ltd, said it was also
witnessing strong client wins
internationally from markets
like the US and Australia.
“Impact is positive... last
year, the government had
merged Bank of Baroda with
Dena and Vijaya, the platform
is ours,” Infosys Finacle Senior
Vice-President and Global
Head of Sales Venkatramana
Gosavi said.
When asked if there could
be a loss of business on account
of these developments, he
answered in the negative.
Speaking at an event, he
said there could be challenges
on the tech front, among other
areas, for these banks may be
operating on different banking
software and versions.
In the biggest consolidation
exercise in the banking space,
the government in August had
announced four major mergers

B

of public sector banks, bringing down their total number to
12 from 19.
Gosavi said Infosys Finacle
had a dominant market share
in India and was steadily
expanding its presence in the
international markets as well.
“Our early success has been
in our home market as expected from a product company.
“In the last 10-12 months,
we have had big wins in the US,
in the UK and Australia... revenues are now secular in
nature. At one point in time,
this part of the world (India)
was contributing largely (to
revenues) but now that is
changing which is in line with
our aspiration for growing,” he
said.
Currently, banks in over
100 countries use Finacle to
cater to more than a billion
consumers and 1.3 billion
accounts.
Talking about the partnership with Shivalik Mercantile
Co-operative Bank Ltd, Gosavi
said the deployment of Finacle
Digital Banking Suite on cloud
would provide the bank with
agility to scale operations in a
cost effective manner.
The two parties started
working together about a year
back and about three lakh customers of the Bank have migrated to the Finacle platform.
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pollo Tyres plans to further
scale up its aftermarket
business as it aims to establish
a clear leadership in the overall domestic passenger vehicle
segment in the next two years,
a senior company official said
on Thursday.
The company, which on
Thursday launched a new tyre
range Apterra AT2 for SUVs,
already has a leading position in
the original equipment (OE)
segment with market share
ranging 25-30 per cent in volume terms and now aims to
enhance its market share in the
replacement vertical.
“Our ambition is to be a
number one in the passenger
vehicle segment. We already
have a leading position in the
OE segment. In aftermarket, we
have a market share of around
16 per cent which we want to
scale up to 20 per cent in the
next two years,” Apollo Tyres
President Asia Pacific, Middle
East and Africa, Satish Sharma
told PTI.
It will help the company
achieve a dominant and clear
leadership position in the PV
segment which also has significant players like MRF and
Bridgestone, he added.
Scaling up aftermarket business is important for the com-
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pany’s growth as the segment
accounts for around 70 per
cent of the revenues currently,
Sharma said.
Apollo Tyres’ market share
in the PV segment is currently
pegged at around 20 per cent. In
the commercial vehicle segment, including radial and bias
tyres, the company’s market
share is around 30 per cent. “In
the market share game in OE
segment, we have already won.
In replacement vertical we want
to (win as well),” Sharma said.
New products, branding initiatives and expansion of network
expansion would help the company scale up the business.
When asked if the company
is also taking steps to curtail production with slowdown in the
overall automobile market,
Sharma said there has not been
much impact for them as 70 per
cent of company’s revenue comes
from the aftermarket and only 30
per cent from the OE.
The company’s investment
plans are going on as planned
and there have been no curtail-

ment as of now, he added.
Designed and developed
as a collaborative effort between
the two Global R&D, Centres in
Enschede, the Netherlands and
in Chennai, India, the Apterra
AT2 will be produced at the
company’s Vadodara unit in
Gujarat.
The company is looking at
catering to the all-terrain tyre
market of around 15,000
tyres/month in India, and is
introducing eight sizes in first
phase, which are targeted
towards vehicle like Endeavour,
Fortuner, Pajero, Force One,
Scorpio, XUV 500, Hexa and
others.
Another six sizes of Apollo
Apterra AT2 would be launched
in second phase, and together,
the range will cover over 90 per
cent of the all-terrain vehicle
market, Sharma said.
“We are sharpening our
focus on the SUV segment in
India, with specialised tyres for
different terrains, as this vehicle segment is growing faster
than passenger cars,” he added.
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CANBK
205.00 207.35
ACC
1492.20 1508.95
PEL
1956.00 1998.90
ADANIENT
144.90 146.20
HEROMOTOCO 2749.00 2765.35
MCX
980.00 980.45
SAIL
34.30
35.05
L&TFH
97.60
99.25
TATAMTRDVR
61.85
62.25
INFY
818.00 819.80
UJJIVAN
316.00 323.00
TITAN
1110.00 1114.90
JAICORPLTD
84.65
94.00
MGL
845.05 856.60
HDFCLIFE
539.75 546.00
JUSTDIAL
726.00 741.70
KOTAKBANK
1467.10 1483.60
M&MFIN
335.35 343.35
MOTHERSUMI
104.60 106.35
BAJAJFINSV
7350.00 7351.50
HINDUNILVR
1825.15 1833.00
JUBLFOOD
1269.00 1274.00
NBCC
37.85
39.10
BEML
816.90 847.20
SRTRANSFIN
1037.40 1058.75
ONGC
126.45 128.35
BANKINDIA
69.45
69.70

2120.65
1231.25
1044.40
2078.00
784.00
144.45
158.60
3372.70
39.70
62.20
565.10
240.05
404.20
49.45
335.50
540.25
58.80
261.40
660.70
519.50
404.50
381.85
260.70
5.49
244.00
16529.75
2626.00
63.10
221.20
1355.50
35.75
124.05
64.25
438.60
201.85
1479.10
1956.00
142.10
2718.65
947.65
33.60
95.80
58.20
811.20
311.75
1082.55
83.45
839.70
536.25
722.60
1452.20
334.35
102.40
7211.20
1800.00
1225.90
37.50
795.90
1032.30
125.45
67.95

2133.85
1232.60
1117.15
2082.85
791.90
145.25
159.65
3382.80
40.05
62.50
566.10
240.80
405.60
51.25
346.45
543.50
60.10
262.55
663.00
523.00
406.15
384.25
262.05
5.54
244.55
16631.10
2663.05
63.80
222.15
1362.50
35.95
124.45
64.55
443.00
203.75
1480.30
1966.00
142.50
2746.30
954.30
33.70
96.20
58.60
816.35
313.00
1085.65
89.65
840.85
537.70
722.60
1457.50
336.00
103.20
7293.30
1806.65
1230.00
38.00
811.05
1038.85
125.85
68.35

SHANKARA
RAYMOND
BHARTIARTL
ICICIPRULI
UNIONBANK
NAUKRI
STRTECH
DRREDDY
PFC
ICICIGI
TVTODAY
IBREALEST
BHEL
GODREJPROP
TECHM
TVSMOTOR
CEATLTD
CENTURYTEX
FEDERALBNK
IBVENTURES
HINDALCO
DELTACORP
DBL
SRF
PVR
TATAELXSI
SPARC
COLPAL
ASIANPAINT
BATAINDIA
TATAGLOBAL
DMART
BEL
COALINDIA
BAJAJ-AUTO
BIOCON
NTPC
ABBOTINDIA
IPCALAB
LUPIN
PHILIPCARB
ABB
RAJESHEXPO
PIDILITIND
JUBILANT
SIEMENS
AUROPHARMA
AVANTI
EDELWEISS
FORCEMOT
STAR
ADANIPORTS
NESTLEIND
EQUITAS
BOMDYEING
MFSL
DIVISLAB
IRB
DCBBANK
IDFCFIRSTB
RECLTD
VOLTAS
POWERGRID
DISHTV
GAIL
HAVELLS
RAIN
NOCIL
MINDTREE
MRF
UBL
GODREJIND
CANFINHOME
GODREJCP
GMRINFRA
KEC
TORNTPOWER
CASTROLIND
CIPLA
NATIONALUM
JSLHISAR
MANAPPURAM
INDIACEM
BRITANNIA
DABUR
BERGEPAINT
ITI
EIDPARRY
PCJEWELLER
GRANULES
AMBUJACEM
VIPIND
IDBI
APOLLOTYRE
FSL
OMAXE
MEGH
IGL
SWANENERGY
INFIBEAM
HEXAWARE
GLENMARK
ORIENTBANK
OBEROIRLTY
ABCAPITAL
CHOLAFIN
SUNTECK

458.00 467.00
577.15 598.95
357.40 357.40
423.80 427.45
60.00
60.20
1959.00 1960.00
138.00 143.70
2780.00 2787.00
110.50 113.00
1128.70 1148.70
309.75 312.00
65.00
68.00
51.75
53.15
954.95 967.25
703.80 709.00
406.25 406.25
895.50 915.00
878.80 909.00
86.00
87.55
155.00 165.00
195.00 197.50
181.55 188.75
461.00 477.40
2816.00 2834.25
1585.00 1626.15
648.00 657.00
151.90 162.25
1241.95 1246.80
1574.00 1574.00
1570.00 1579.45
259.65 263.80
1570.10 1579.90
108.35 110.15
198.90 199.10
2910.00 2911.00
237.95 237.95
124.05 124.75
9845.25 9870.95
932.35 949.00
760.80 767.80
119.25 123.50
1338.20 1345.00
652.50 675.40
1374.90 1388.50
506.00 509.75
1227.00 1246.30
630.00 631.95
347.00 368.00
106.50 110.35
1248.00 1286.60
402.50 406.10
374.00 375.95
12756.80 12829.00
115.55 119.60
85.90
87.85
402.30 419.85
1625.45 1655.00
78.40
86.40
194.00 202.85
44.00
44.30
148.45 149.50
634.00 641.45
201.40 201.65
23.60
23.80
128.00 129.70
670.10 672.95
103.00 106.50
104.90 108.70
680.55 683.80
60101.00 61206.00
1322.80 1322.80
400.95 410.25
394.00 400.45
617.05 625.75
17.20
17.20
248.90 258.75
280.50 286.00
125.70 130.00
474.10 474.10
44.75
45.55
76.45
81.10
125.35 126.55
78.50
81.00
2667.00 2680.00
449.70 451.55
371.00 372.15
78.30
80.45
161.75 164.55
31.70
34.05
100.00 105.95
198.75 200.15
403.95 416.60
28.70
28.95
179.45 181.65
50.25
51.60
195.40 195.40
55.55
59.45
336.15 336.55
109.40 109.45
40.40
41.00
379.85 380.50
384.75 389.35
67.45
67.85
566.10 572.15
97.90
98.90
275.85 281.45
473.05 473.05

431.10
577.15
346.70
416.50
58.65
1839.50
136.20
2748.00
110.25
1128.70
296.00
64.90
51.25
931.50
694.10
387.30
894.40
876.60
85.55
152.60
192.70
181.55
443.00
2700.30
1580.50
642.05
150.30
1229.05
1537.45
1544.55
258.40
1552.85
107.05
195.50
2847.60
230.30
121.65
9720.90
932.35
755.00
118.50
1328.00
652.50
1365.45
488.40
1214.30
623.75
347.00
106.30
1208.00
394.10
370.95
12525.00
114.25
85.20
400.00
1614.55
78.40
194.00
42.90
147.20
628.20
197.80
22.80
125.40
665.50
99.60
101.00
667.30
60101.00
1268.00
398.05
390.15
614.90
16.45
247.50
279.80
122.35
464.70
43.65
72.60
124.10
78.50
2648.55
446.65
365.95
76.10
159.60
31.70
99.85
195.25
402.00
27.90
176.75
49.90
192.95
55.30
324.95
103.60
39.70
373.15
380.50
66.40
538.55
95.60
274.60
456.45

439.30
593.20
347.45
419.70
59.00
1864.55
141.25
2765.40
111.70
1139.30
296.00
65.30
51.55
941.15
705.85
389.70
902.25
906.85
85.60
158.05
196.75
184.60
447.25
2704.50
1580.50
646.00
160.50
1239.00
1539.60
1551.20
263.50
1568.65
108.00
197.70
2856.25
232.30
122.30
9791.00
944.00
757.00
119.20
1337.00
666.85
1371.85
492.35
1229.30
626.20
360.65
107.60
1212.75
396.00
371.60
12567.45
115.75
85.90
415.15
1643.35
83.75
202.30
43.25
147.60
632.70
199.45
23.10
125.80
669.50
100.65
101.35
670.65
60702.00
1268.00
408.90
392.40
617.60
16.70
253.80
280.45
129.20
468.10
43.80
77.50
124.20
79.40
2673.15
450.60
367.65
78.45
164.15
33.40
104.20
195.90
411.00
28.25
177.10
50.10
193.95
58.10
325.85
103.80
40.00
374.70
380.70
66.90
550.40
96.00
276.15
466.30

NMDC
BALKRISIND
PGHL
ENGINERSIN
BBTC
SUZLON
KTKBANK
NIITTECH
JKTYRE
CADILAHC
RADICO
RPOWER
GSFC
BOSCHLTD
PETRONET
CONCOR
CGPOWER
HFCL
SUDARSCHEM
SOMANYCERA
ERIS
EXIDEIND
ALBK
IDFC
ITDC
TATACHEM
PAGEIND
PTC
DEEPAKNI
GRUH
MUTHOOTFIN
INDIANB
TEJASNET
JINDALSAW
INFRATEL
RAMCOCEM
ITDCEM
NHPC
AMARAJABAT
GLAXO
VBL
GNFC
AJANTPHARM
DCAL
GODFRYPHLP
TRENT
ELGIEQUIP
ATUL
LTTS
LTI
HUDCO
KANSAINER
FCONSUMER
HATHWAY
HINDZINC
KAJARIACER
SUVEN
MMTC
JISLJALEQS
KEI
INTELLECT
SOUTHBANK
TNPL
NAVINFLUOR
REPCOHOME
LEMONTREE
QUESS
PFIZER
PARAGMILK
BLISSGVS
RCF
ADANIGREEN
NATCOPHARM
WABAG
LAKSHVILAS
TORNTPHARM
ADANIGAS
HINDCOPPER
OFSS
ASTRAZEN
TV18BRDCST
KRBL
TATACOFFEE
CHAMBLFERT
JSWENERGY
TRIDENT
INOXLEISUR
VINATIORGA
DCMSHRIRAM
MAHSCOOTER
HONAUT
WHIRLPOOL
PNBHOUSING
RALLIS
RELAXO
PERSISTENT
COFFEEDAY
JAMNAAUTO
SHREECEM
HSCL
ASTRAL
RITES
LAXMIMACH
SCI
COROMANDEL
MINDAIND
GUJALKALI

85.85
744.80
4396.60
112.70
1025.05
3.04
79.15
1415.00
65.70
237.05
301.00
3.44
78.90
14415.00
265.25
520.85
14.61
19.85
338.00
208.35
397.60
187.90
33.60
36.00
195.85
592.20
18449.00
63.90
280.00
255.00
602.70
168.00
91.30
79.00
252.65
723.00
68.00
23.90
655.25
1385.15
594.95
194.75
1014.75
181.10
1016.75
467.00
253.50
3729.10
1623.00
1642.40
37.70
475.85
29.80
23.70
216.05
497.55
273.15
21.55
21.40
477.10
222.40
10.83
199.00
737.30
327.00
53.95
462.50
3236.00
159.90
112.45
44.25
49.45
579.40
304.00
37.95
1699.45
138.55
35.20
3018.65
2100.00
21.25
239.15
79.70
159.35
67.50
60.50
285.00
2322.00
414.00
4203.20
26500.05
1666.00
637.15
168.00
497.00
566.00
70.45
40.00
18453.60
76.75
1299.00
232.65
3820.00
34.50
380.50
341.15
451.20

85.85
755.00
4494.00
114.70
1040.00
3.20
81.35
1431.20
71.65
243.90
308.00
3.54
79.70
14457.05
268.00
528.65
14.61
20.15
357.90
212.90
444.40
187.90
34.10
36.30
227.40
592.65
18598.80
64.70
283.45
259.50
612.70
170.60
99.05
80.80
252.65
730.45
74.00
24.20
666.00
1401.35
615.15
198.00
1052.80
197.40
1031.60
472.15
253.50
3789.20
1624.00
1644.20
38.55
481.80
30.10
25.90
217.50
504.05
281.20
22.80
22.45
484.25
224.00
11.00
204.00
772.50
344.00
54.40
470.00
3317.95
163.00
113.50
45.30
50.25
580.20
311.90
38.75
1724.00
140.00
36.40
3018.65
2110.00
21.85
245.25
81.95
161.00
68.30
62.50
299.65
2354.50
425.40
4280.70
27346.00
1666.00
645.00
169.25
497.85
572.75
70.45
40.20
18634.45
78.00
1367.75
239.70
3940.85
35.00
400.95
343.00
469.00

83.35
740.70
4238.90
111.85
1001.00
3.04
77.35
1407.40
65.70
237.05
298.30
3.32
77.20
13704.00
262.50
518.25
13.93
19.70
337.20
203.00
393.40
183.45
33.50
35.05
194.75
584.65
18077.80
63.65
272.75
252.15
599.30
165.40
91.30
77.70
248.85
721.50
68.00
23.70
653.20
1363.10
586.00
191.00
1014.75
178.35
999.75
455.05
251.15
3712.00
1573.10
1601.10
37.40
470.70
29.00
23.70
213.65
494.25
271.00
21.35
21.00
465.00
219.80
10.83
196.10
737.30
327.00
53.80
457.90
3168.40
155.95
108.70
44.15
48.45
560.00
300.90
37.95
1697.95
137.10
34.90
2915.50
2014.60
21.25
233.50
78.20
158.00
65.95
60.35
284.80
2307.00
411.00
4175.10
26500.05
1635.65
632.50
165.05
483.55
563.95
70.45
38.05
18325.70
75.75
1299.00
232.55
3802.55
33.70
379.30
330.00
450.00

84.10
749.90
4239.60
112.00
1006.20
3.14
77.95
1408.00
68.60
238.95
298.85
3.34
77.20
13788.40
263.65
518.65
14.58
19.70
339.90
208.80
420.05
184.20
33.75
35.55
227.40
586.70
18198.00
64.25
273.00
257.65
599.30
166.25
97.40
78.50
251.10
727.25
70.00
24.05
654.40
1371.00
595.75
192.00
1048.00
188.80
1012.95
455.75
253.50
3748.90
1576.35
1605.00
37.70
470.70
29.55
25.90
213.65
499.60
274.00
22.30
21.65
467.95
219.95
10.87
198.80
746.80
337.00
53.95
460.05
3240.70
159.70
108.95
44.30
48.85
564.05
303.75
38.75
1704.25
137.95
35.30
2924.85
2014.60
21.45
235.20
79.00
158.80
66.05
60.70
298.55
2346.60
412.40
4175.10
26850.00
1647.65
638.70
165.65
486.05
572.75
70.45
38.40
18634.45
76.15
1330.60
236.70
3918.00
34.20
400.25
332.50
451.35

VGUARD
OIL
SJVN
GSPL
BALMLAWRIE
GHCL
HEIDELBERG
ALKEM
AUBANK
FINEORG
MASFIN
ALLCARGO
MOIL
WELCORP
DEEPAKFERT
NLCINDIA
JPASSOCIAT
ABFRL
TATAINVEST
AKZOINDIA
CROMPTON
GICHSGFIN
LINDEINDIA
3MINDIA
CREDITACC
ZYDUSWELL
ASHOKA
J&KBANK
CAPPL
TATACOMM
GREAVESCOT
WESTLIFE
BAJAJELEC
THERMAX
SANOFI
LALPATHLAB
GUJGAS
GSKCONS
CENTRALBK
IBULISL
SUNDRMFAST
THOMASCOOK
AIAENG
GODREJAGRO
KALPATPOWR
ORIENTELEC
PRSMJOHNSN
ISEC
IFCI
JSL
CUB
GALAXYSURF
ORIENTCEM
TAKE
MAHLIFE
WELSPUNIND
MRPL
SREINFRA
ADANITRANS
FINCABLES
AEGISLOG
SONATSOFTW
CARERATING
HIMATSEIDE
MAHLOG
IRCON
BLUESTARCO
NBVENTURES
SYNDIBANK
BASF
ENDURANCE
MAHINDCIE
APLAPOLLO
PRESTIGE
GPPL
SOBHA
TIMKEN
ADVENZYMES
FORTIS
INDHOTEL
SCHNEIDER
UFLEX
SKFINDIA
NETWORK18
JMFINANCIL
JBCHEPHARM
MINDACORP
VMART
WABCOINDIA
TIMETECHNO

222.55 227.80
150.15 151.80
25.40
26.25
218.60 225.15
170.00 172.30
197.30 204.00
193.70 195.70
1850.00 1868.50
660.00 672.00
1540.00 1547.00
618.00 630.00
103.50 106.00
125.50 126.00
134.50 136.00
96.75
96.75
56.65
57.75
2.56
2.56
190.00 191.45
781.85 787.00
1715.20 1720.00
232.35 236.00
183.70 186.45
497.60 497.60
20300.00 20354.55
608.50 612.90
1802.85 1821.15
99.70 100.30
40.25
40.75
430.00 447.30
431.85 433.90
131.75 131.90
285.00 285.50
390.00 392.90
1019.00 1029.30
6010.00 6010.00
1332.00 1335.00
176.50 180.75
7852.05 7892.00
19.45
20.20
86.90
88.60
432.65 452.00
150.20 151.60
1522.65 1574.85
472.00 495.25
467.00 472.80
153.00 154.80
89.70
92.00
229.15 238.65
7.52
7.85
37.15
37.85
199.75 200.75
1349.15 1360.00
92.10
95.20
130.10 130.85
401.60 417.80
52.75
53.05
48.30
48.45
12.75
14.10
237.10 239.05
376.15 391.10
190.45 197.00
305.20 311.70
549.90 552.00
146.30 146.30
340.25 360.00
344.75 345.50
728.05 736.75
87.00
91.65
32.20
32.45
1032.90 1050.00
996.25 998.25
163.10 171.10
1307.40 1312.95
303.00 306.25
82.50
82.70
536.30 537.80
701.40 701.40
165.85 166.90
126.60 127.35
135.00 135.95
81.75
82.40
220.20 227.50
1895.20 1910.00
24.00
24.70
75.00
76.00
381.00 382.60
97.90
99.90
2096.20 2096.85
6125.00 6129.20
68.95
71.90

221.70
149.25
25.25
218.60
169.00
195.30
191.00
1819.30
659.30
1475.75
613.45
100.00
122.35
133.75
90.75
55.20
2.44
187.15
774.00
1699.85
232.35
180.00
476.00
20100.00
591.20
1783.40
96.75
39.60
430.00
426.00
128.10
280.70
380.00
989.10
5906.00
1300.00
176.15
7770.00
19.45
85.10
432.65
147.50
1522.65
470.60
455.65
152.00
86.80
229.15
7.42
36.05
195.30
1330.80
88.50
127.35
399.15
50.10
47.50
11.77
229.70
374.50
189.15
304.35
547.20
142.05
340.25
341.60
711.00
87.00
31.70
1015.50
955.00
163.10
1280.00
301.50
79.40
527.00
687.00
162.55
125.10
133.75
80.05
217.10
1895.20
23.50
74.25
379.00
97.00
2014.55
6077.90
66.75

221.85
150.40
25.55
224.30
171.30
200.25
192.45
1821.00
670.00
1530.00
614.00
101.60
122.70
134.15
91.65
55.80
2.47
187.50
780.00
1700.00
234.55
184.10
480.15
20132.85
601.40
1785.00
97.10
39.65
444.05
426.00
129.30
282.00
381.00
991.60
5925.00
1309.55
176.15
7770.00
19.70
88.60
446.00
151.45
1550.00
473.00
465.55
153.00
87.35
232.00
7.51
36.05
197.80
1360.00
89.30
127.55
403.50
51.00
47.55
12.62
231.05
379.55
192.60
310.00
550.00
144.20
348.60
343.35
720.00
88.15
31.80
1018.80
955.00
163.80
1290.00
303.35
79.95
528.45
689.25
166.05
125.10
133.85
80.85
219.15
1899.10
24.50
75.15
380.95
97.45
2040.40
6090.00
68.20

GMDCLTD
BAYERCROP
GILLETTE
TATAMETALI
MPHASIS
CENTURYPLY
BIRLACORPN
CHENNPETRO
MOTILALOFS
BDL
DBCORP
VTL
PNCINFRA
SUPREMEIND
GESHIP*
BAJAJHLDNG
HAL
FDC
INDOSTAR
FINOLEXIND
NILKAMAL
APLLTD
THYROCARE
LUXIND
CARBORUNIV
CYIENT
JETAIRWAYS
PHOENIXLTD
ANDHRABANK
SYNGENE
TIINDIA
ZENSARTECH
GICRE
NH
CENTRUM
CRISIL
AAVAS
TEAMLEASE
JCHAC
UCOBANK
KNRCON
COCHINSHIP
UNITEDBNK
EVEREADY
GDL
GET&D
HERITGFOOD
NIACL
EIHOTEL
JKLAKSHMI
TVSSRICHAK
SHRIRAMCIT
BAJAJCON
CORPBANK
MHRIL
IOB
JKCEMENT
TTKPRESTIG
JAGRAN
NESCO
MAGMA
SADBHAV
SHILPAMED
CCL
LAURUSLABS
KPRMILL
ESSELPRO
MONSANTO
STARCEMENT
CHOLAHLDNG
MAXINDIA
SOLARINDS
JYOTHYLAB
DHANUKA
GEPIL
APARINDS
LAOPALA
IEX
SHK
SYMPHONY
MAHABANK
VARROC
INOXWIND
GULFOILLUB
FLFL
PGHH
MAHSEAMLES
ECLERX
ASTERDM
GRINDWELL
TCNSBRANDS
IFBIND
SCHAEFFLER
SIS
ASAHIINDIA
REDINGTON
HATSUN
CERA
RCOM
BLUEDART
TRITURBINE
GAYAPROJ
JSWHL
SFL
SHOPERSTOP
SUPRAJIT
RATNAMANI

68.35
69.00
3197.00 3209.95
7115.15 7142.10
552.05 555.50
991.35 991.85
147.00 149.40
563.00 570.50
184.20 186.35
585.60 589.45
282.80 288.00
139.90 142.00
912.25 927.55
182.50 183.30
1147.15 1147.15
248.50 248.50
3348.80 3373.00
702.95 704.50
168.00 168.90
286.60 298.05
510.65 513.70
1065.00 1065.00
505.95 512.80
468.00 472.75
1163.70 1185.00
305.15 312.25
450.10 452.40
38.05
39.00
695.40 701.75
20.40
20.40
325.90 325.90
344.50 344.50
219.05 220.65
178.80 180.00
248.00 252.15
25.45
25.95
1286.90 1293.10
1543.80 1550.00
2760.95 2812.40
1655.00 1688.00
14.95
15.10
224.75 224.80
352.55 357.00
9.58
9.74
63.65
63.65
112.00 114.00
167.20 173.00
379.65 379.65
109.50 111.75
159.85 162.00
330.05 332.35
1850.00 1874.25
1331.00 1389.00
258.75 260.25
17.15
17.30
216.50 216.60
10.19
10.19
1022.00 1024.00
5869.85 5896.80
71.95
72.25
531.95 536.90
64.15
65.10
143.95 145.50
263.00 274.30
244.90 245.65
345.10 346.60
553.75 555.15
108.40 108.40
2080.00 2100.00
88.00
99.25
442.00 442.00
62.25
62.70
1070.15 1081.75
148.80 148.85
333.30 344.25
765.00 765.00
567.95 576.90
178.00 180.10
131.95 132.30
131.00 131.70
1270.60 1273.55
12.13
12.20
470.00 470.00
35.30
36.00
848.40 852.85
439.90 440.70
10163.75 10202.50
394.80 397.95
472.70 474.15
119.85 122.00
577.00 580.00
653.50 663.00
675.00 686.00
4065.00 4072.00
795.55 810.00
189.55 191.40
109.80 110.10
625.00 625.00
2548.70 2548.70
0.82
0.82
2381.55 2410.90
98.60
99.45
114.35 114.60
2737.00 2740.00
1297.00 1297.00
397.45 397.45
162.90 163.40
926.95 934.40

67.90
3153.00
7070.00
533.05
983.70
146.00
560.00
183.00
580.10
280.00
138.00
905.00
177.40
1125.00
246.00
3318.25
682.80
165.35
283.90
508.65
1014.45
505.95
467.20
1148.00
291.65
445.15
37.10
687.30
19.25
319.05
330.30
216.00
176.00
244.75
24.90
1254.70
1535.10
2750.00
1634.70
14.90
220.00
351.25
9.55
63.65
111.35
165.10
369.10
107.50
157.35
327.70
1839.05
1313.00
254.10
16.75
212.80
10.00
1015.00
5850.00
70.55
528.00
62.60
139.15
259.90
242.75
343.40
549.65
106.30
2067.00
88.00
430.00
61.25
1060.10
146.95
333.30
745.00
560.00
172.65
130.60
129.40
1250.15
12.01
457.00
33.50
828.65
427.30
10107.90
382.20
466.25
119.85
577.00
642.25
658.00
4045.60
786.65
185.60
109.40
612.30
2477.40
0.82
2380.00
98.20
113.50
2736.00
1261.00
391.30
161.45
926.95

68.50
3153.00
7070.00
538.00
988.15
146.85
562.05
183.60
584.50
280.60
139.10
912.05
179.00
1129.60
247.00
3344.15
686.30
166.50
290.10
512.10
1043.00
512.70
472.00
1150.00
292.45
446.05
38.80
697.00
19.25
319.50
331.00
220.45
177.85
246.30
25.10
1254.70
1535.10
2777.70
1679.00
15.00
220.00
355.35
9.62
63.65
111.75
165.40
369.10
107.95
160.60
328.90
1839.05
1324.00
256.10
16.95
215.95
10.07
1020.00
5859.75
71.35
534.80
63.35
139.15
259.90
244.10
343.95
550.40
107.05
2067.00
97.80
430.05
61.30
1060.10
146.95
337.00
749.20
561.25
172.65
131.25
129.40
1256.00
12.05
458.40
34.25
830.00
436.10
10149.00
393.50
466.25
121.70
577.15
642.80
661.80
4046.75
786.65
185.60
110.00
612.30
2492.25
0.82
2380.00
98.45
114.10
2736.00
1293.00
391.30
161.45
934.40
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K's embattled Prime
Minister Boris Johnson
on Thursday denied that he lied
to Queen Elizabeth II when he
sought the suspension of
Parliament last month, even as
Opposition parties intensified
their demand for its recall.
The power to prorogue
the UK Parliament lies with the
British monarch, who conventionally acts on the advice of
the Prime Minister.
Johnson was confronted
by the question about misleading the Queen, a day after
the Scottish High Court ruled
that his move to seek a prorogation of Parliament from the
monarch was "unlawful".
"Absolutely not. The High
Court in England plainly agrees
with us, but the Supreme Court
will have to decide," said
Johnson, in response to the

U

query about his motivation
behind the Parliament suspension currently in force, which
critics believe was a ploy to prevent MPs from scrutinising
his Brexit strategy.
After Scotland's High
Court ruled against the move
on Wednesday, the UK
Supreme Court will now hear
the government's appeal
against that verdict next week.
The UK High Court has
dismissed a similar case
brought by Indian-origin antiBrexit campaigner Gina Miller
last week.
Meanwhile, the Opposition
Labour Party said it is "more
important than ever" that
Parliament is recalled after the
government published its nodeal Brexit assessment which
lays bare the prospect of food
and medicine shortages in the
event that Britain left the
European Union (EU) without
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sserting that the Afghan
peace talks are dead, US
A
President Donald Trump
attributed the end in the negotiations to the Taliban and said
that the group is now being hit
harder than ever before.
Speaking to reporters at the
White House on Wednesday,
Trump blamed the Taliban for
the end in the deliberations
after the group claimed responsibility of a terrorist attack in
Kabul last week that left 12 dead,
including an American soldier.
“I'll tell you one thing--we
are hitting the Taliban right
now harder than they've ever
been hit,” Trump said. The US
president said that the Taliban
did this because they thought
by doing this, they will have an
upper hand in negotiations.
“What they did was horrible… When they killed a great
American soldier--when they
killed 12 people--innocent people-- essentially, innocent people because if you look, I mean

many of these people were
civilians,” he said.
“You also had a NATO soldier in addition to our great
solider. But when they did
what they did in order to cre-
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Kabul: The war of words
between the Taliban and
President Donald Trump escalated as the Afghan insurgents
warned that the US leader had
failed to grasp "what type of
nation he is dealing with".
The latest salvo in the bitter
exchange comes a day after
Trump boasted during a 9/11
anniversary ceremony that US
forces have "hit our enemy harder than they have ever been hit
before and that will continue" just
days after peace talks between
the two sides collapsed. AFP
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imbabwe ex-president
Robert Mugabe's family
Z
and the government appeared
to be deadlocked on Thursday
over his final resting place
after relatives snubbed a plan
for him to be buried at a
national monument.
Mugabe died in Singapore
last week aged 95, leaving
Zimbabweans divided over the
legacy of a leader once lauded
as a colonial-era liberation
hero, but whose autocratic 37year rule ended in a coup in
2017.
After Mugabe's death, his
family
and
President

ate what they thought was a
better negotiating stance I said
that's the end of them — get
them out. I don't want anything
to do with them. They've been
hit very hard,” he said.

Emmerson
Mnangagwa
appeared at odds over burying
him at the National Heroes
Acre in Harare or at a private
ceremony likely in the family
homestead of Kutama, northwest of the capital.
"His body will lie in state at
Kutama on Sunday night...
Followed by a private burial —
either Monday or Tuesday —
no National Heroes Acre.
That's the decision of the whole
family," his nephew Leo
Mugabe told AFP.
In a statement, the family
accused Mnangagwa of trying
to strongarm them into a public funeral against Mugabe's
final wishes.

S President Donald Trump
has defended his decision
U
to fire John Bolton as national
security adviser, saying the latter had done some "big mistakes" and his actions
were not in line with the
administration.
"When he (Bolton) talked
about the Libyan model for Kim
Jong-un, that was not a good
statement to make," Trump
said. "You just take a look at
what happened with Gaddafi,
that was not a good statement
to make and it set us back."

an agreement in place by the
October 31 deadline.
The so-called Operation
Yellowhammer document,
which the Johnson government
was pressured to publish after a
media leak around its findings,
warns of disruption lasting up
to six months, lorries piling up
on the border and fears of
protests and counter-protests.
But Johnson is standing
firm on his “do or die” pledge
to leave within the Brexit deadline and insisted the UK "will
be ready" to leave the EU by
October 31 without an agreement "if we have to".
"What you're looking at
here is just the sensible preparations – the worst-case scenario
– that you'd expect any government to do. In reality we will
certainly be ready for a no-deal
Brexit if we have to do it and I
stress again that's not where we
intend to end up," he said.
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he British government is
T
insisting its assessment that
there could be food and medicine shortages, gridlock at
ports and riots in the streets if
there is a no-deal Brexit is a
worst-case scenario, not what
is likely to happen.
The stark picture of disruption represents the government's "reasonable worst
case scenario" for leaving the
European Union on October 31
without a divorce agreement
The government was forced to
publish the document late
Wednesday after lawmakers
demanded it.
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ifty people were killed on
Thursday when a train
F
derailed in southeastern

Prime Minister
angladesh's Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu said Bhas blamed Myanmar for
Ionsraeli
Thursday that continued the failure of a recent attempt
rocket fire from Gaza is making another war against militants in the coastal strip
inevitable, his latest headlinegrabbing announcement just
days before he seeks re-election
in a nationwide vote.
Netanyahu said advanced
plans were in place to strike
Gaza and that he would decide
the optimal timing of
the offensive, given the
Gaza Hamas rulers' unwillingness to stop the daily
barrages.
The Israeli military has
responded to the attacks with
limited strikes against Hamas
installations that have caused
no casualties and little damage,
and has refrained from risking
a larger conflagration on the
eve of Israelis heading to the
polls.

to repatriate Rohingya refugees,
saying its neighbouring country did not do enough to win
the community's trust.
The comments from
Sheikh Hasina came three
weeks after a fresh push to
return the Muslim minority to
Myanmar's conflict-scarred
Rakhine state that fell flat when
no-one turned up.
Some 740,000 Rohingya
fled their villages in Rakhine
following a military crackdown in August 2017, joining
nearly 200,000 already living in
squalid camps across the border in southeast Bangladesh.
"We've seen Myanmar
could not win Rohingya's trust
in creating a conducive situation (in Rakhine) for their
dignified return," Hasina said
in parliament late Wednesday.
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Democratic Republic of Congo,
the Minister for humanitarian
action, Steve Mbikayi, said.
"Another
disaster!
Derailing at 3am (local time) in
Tanganyika near Mayibaridi.
Provisional toll: 50 dead and
several injured," he wrote.
Railways in the DRC have
a poor record for safety, hampered by poor tracks and
decrepit locomotives, many of

them dating from the 1960s.
In March, at least 24 people were killed and 31 were
injured Sunday when a freight
train carrying illegal passengers
crashed in the central region of
Kasai.
In November last year, 10
stowaways were killed and 24
injured near the eastern town
of Samba when the brakes
failed on a freight train.
In November 2017, 35 people were killed when a freight
train carrying 13 oil tankers
plunged into a ravine in southern Lualaba province.
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lenty of opulence and luxury is a part
of people’s homes today. With
accents like wallpaper, paintings
and even vibrant tiles, people are ensuring that the space they inhabit has a character and more importantly, their personality. In fact, with growing accessibility,
home decor is not static but seasonal with
the house-proud redoing their interiors
continuously. And now that technology
is in play, it is as easy to put together a look
for your home as it is to change clothes.
Experts share some of the current trends,
a heady mix of colour and quirk.
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Decor is something which emanates
from within and is about the individual
imagination. Picture resting under the
cool shade of a tree after a busy day at
work, with the breeze calming you down.
It may not be easy to find solace in the
concrete jungle but you can bring nature
in your home with nature-inspired 3D
wallpapers for the living area, suggests
Ankur Shingal, founder of Ansavv. He
feels that the underlying principle must
be to never get influenced by others, and
in fact, express yourself freely and create
something which defines you. Wallpapers
and wall art have made a huge comeback
in the past few years and are still much
in vogue. The most popular are the ones
which let you enjoy the vibe and beauty
of nature. “They are a perfect means to
incorporate something new into the
existing decor. Experimenting with it is
like breaking the monotony or giving a
character to your space,” says Shingal.
There are numerous options available
for both wall art and wallpapers to suit all
pockets. So one doesn’t need to be too
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ostentatious to decorate the space.
Moreover, abstracts — be it in any form
— paintings, artefacts, upholstery designs
or lights —are favoured today,” he shares.
Anika Mittal Dhawan, founder and
director of Mold Design Studio, says that
the most popular emerging trend is that
of usage of metal, be it in artworks, installations, furniture, lighting or hardware.
Bronze, brass, rose gold and copper have
been particularly dominating in combinations with wood. Marble and glass, of
course, create some impressive products.
Increasingly, fusion involves natural
materials, aimed at creating more intimate
and welcoming spaces, shares Puja
Mathur, interior designer, Arcadia Design.
Everything from curved sofas, palm
imagery, mixed up furniture to boucle and
bold primary shades are in style. “Boucle

has the capacity to turn a drab piece into
a fab one and how could nature in the
home ever go wrong? Palm imagery offers
natural beauty at its peak. Gone are the
days of matchy-matchy look. Mixing up
pieces from various periods and also your
family heirlooms are considered majestic
and when it comes to curved sofas they
are here to stay, feels Lokendra Ranawat,
founder and CEO of WoodenStreet.
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The palette is decidedly bright.
“Vibrancy can never go out of fashion,”
feels Saniya Kantawala, founder and
principal designer of SKD. However, she
says that the tonality is mute. Cinnamon,
espresso, deep browns and nude tints have
gained extreme popularity in the last few
years. One can play with shades of the

same colour in a variety of ways. Instead
of looking overpowering or dominating,
they offer a very subtle and refined look.
“Complementing them with dusty pinks
and greys as well as textures for furniture
and other fabrics such as sofa cushions
and upholstery add a sense of warmth to
the space,” she says.
While Shingal agrees with Kantawal
on the point that light and subdued
colours are not the only grammar, Mathur
and Dhawan believe we’re seeing a
much more subtle use of colours with
multiple contrasts. “Bright warm shades
in different hues — green, blue, pink, teal,
yellow and mauve — are defining spaces
in a rich manner, making them the
classier options these days,” says Shingal
whereas Mathur points put towards
green. “It is becoming the most favoured

shade, with combinations like almondgreen, yellow-green and fir-green.
Another one that finds a strong presence
is white, in a softer form. Pairing of whites
and wooden finishes is more commonplace as people look to find connections
with nature through colours, with lighter
and airier interiors,” says she.
This year has seen versatility in
shades. But Ranawat suggests that espresso grey, beige and off-white with a pop of
blue or green are a perfect accent. He says,
“While nature is always in, the earthy textures, warm brown and olive gold dominates the palette.”
Warm tones often create the mood
and the atmospheric scheme within the
homes. Gold, ochre, spiced red and
orange are used to bring a sense of tranquility and comfort.
A cheerful styling for interiors
through colours transfigures the way of
living. Studies show that the use of
colours in a space can affect the mood and
energy levels of people. Lighter colours
make spaces look larger, while darker ones
lend them a cosy, confined feeling,” says
Dhawan.
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In times of a stressed economy, you
do not have to burn a hole in your pocket to redo your home. Incorporating a few
elements here and there can pep up your
spaces. Paper bags are easily available in
abundance at homes. You can recycle
these in order to create exotic lanterns.
While Shingal recommends that lighting
elements are the perfect accessory for your
homes — be it chandeliers, lanterns or
floor lamps — Dhawan and Mathur suggest bright cushions, upholstery, a few
indoor plants, lampshades and paintings.
Ranawat suggests an overload of bamboo
shoots and bonsai plants to create little
dots of nature.
Diwali can easily become an experiment with lights. “Yes, there are handmade diyas always. Exclusive and bejewelled candle-holders, pendant lights as well
as decorations can be wrapped around
plants, foliage, even alcoves and bannisters. If you prefer minimalist home decor,
embellish your space with a lot of metal
hurricane lanterns sculpted along geometric lines,” says Kantawal.
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he automotive history has several notable figures, many of
T
whom gave their names to eponymous brands — Ford, Honnda,
Toyota (Toyoda, actually) and
many others, including Ferdinand
Porsche. The last was a legendary
man. Born in a crumbling AustroHungarian Empire, he conjured up
an early electric car and even a
hybrid, and although not trained
as an engineer, the Austrian
became one of the most famous
names in the automotive history
when he designed the ‘Volkswagen’,
a car we know as the Volkswagen
Beetle. Of course, the birth of the
Beetle in Nazi Germany might
stain the history of the car a bit but
the car, once in the Wolfsburg factory, was revived by the British
Army Engineer, Ivan Hirst. It laid
the foundations for the gigantic
Volkswagen Automotive Group
that today encompasses not just
Volkswagen but also Audi, Skoda,
SEAT, Lamborghini, Bentley and
Bugatti. And there is another company — Porsche.
The
histor y
between
Volkswagen and Porsche is a complicated and convoluted one but
the eventual merger of the two
firms was in no small part due to
the internecine battle between
members of the Porsche family. An
Ferdinand Piech won. The grandson of the founder of the company defeated his cousins who had
attempted to buy Volkwagen.
That feat alone, reading about

the complex financial instruments
and the back and forth deals,
global travel hunting for investors,
corporate spying and what not can
make the head spin. And for that
feat alone, bringing Porsche back
into the fold in a matter of speaking should make Piech’s name
legendary among automotive executives of the modern era. But this
is where the grandson of
Ferdinand Porsche, whose name
he was given, is so, so special for
automotive enthusiasts like me.
This name was a legendary engineer and an expert of the manufacturing process in a way not seen
since Henry Ford.
The entire modern automotive
manufacturing process is based on
platforms. Different models can
serve different needs but are based

on the same platform. Piech was
the father of that concept and took
it further than anyone had before.
Platforms fix mundane things that
many people do not notice, such
as the distance between the front
axle and the firewall that divides
the engine compartment from the
passenger cabin. Different cars
can share not just their underpinnings but engines, suspensions
and of course, interior components. The Volkswagen Golf, a car
unfortunately not sold in India,
formed the basis for cars like the
Audi A4, Skoda Octavia and the
Volkswagen Tiguan. This simple
idea was so revolutionary that
every mass-market manufacturer
follows it today. It not only makes
manufacturing simpler but also
dramatically cuts development

costs and allows car makers to
offer many more options; the
Suzuki HEARTECT platform is
the same from the WagonR to the
Ertiga.
But he could take decisions as
a young engineer that others would
hesitate to take. He once gambled
Porsche’s future developing a small
limited number of 917 race-cars as
regulations those days meant manufacturers had to build 25 cars to
be eligible to take part in the competition. The Porsche 917 went on
to become one of the most successful single model of race cars ever
built and made Porsche’s name
among the fans of sporty cars. The
current success of the 911 or even
the future success of something
like the Taycan Electric Vehicle
that the company just launched
will be in part due to the 917. Then
there was Audi’s revolutionary
Quattro system, a pioneering allwheel drive system that a thirtysomething Piech led development
on. This was fitted on the legendary Audi Quattros of the 1980s
among whose drivers were a
Frenchwoman, Michele Mouton,
one of the only women to have
competed in top-level motorsport
and hold her own, coming second
in the World Rally Championships
in the year 1982.
Then a few days ago, the
Bugatti Chiron set a world record
as it crossed the 300 miles per
hour mark, which is the fastest
speed ever recorded by a road car.
The Chiron’s interiors are super
luxurious and you can potentially go at those speeds bathed in
leather, air-conditioning, all while
listening to soothing music, if
you want to. The Chiron is the
successor to the Veyron, an equally ridiculous world-record beating
car. A car that Piech told his engineers to build, no matter at what
cost. It is impossible, therefore, to
find another icon of the automotive world in the modern age. Sure,
he had his flaws like every human
has but right now we should
remember the passing of this legend because I personally doubt we
will see another like him in the
future.
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U How did you conceptualise Lune
Croissanterie?
When I returned from France, I really wanted to re-live my days in Paris relishing a croissant in a café and some coffee. Hence, I went on a search for the perfect croissant. But I couldn’t find it.
There were many bakeries which had it
but it was almost like a token product that
people thought they had to keep since they
were bakeries. No one was really putting
in any love. It was then when I thought
that maybe I could make a croissant. And
I thought to make them instead of opening a café. I was working by myself for over
a 100 hours per week and had to put in a
lot of effort and time. I asked my brother to join me and take this idea of a saloon
and turn it into a retail bakery instead of
a wholesale café. We started off and it
quickly gained traction. Three months
into it and we saw people lining up from
two to three ‘o’ clock in the morning and
waiting for five to six hours to buy the
croissant.
UInitially, you couldn’t make it to the

finale of Masterchef Australia and today,
you’re going back to the show as a guest
judge. How does it feel?
Oh, that moment! — When the guest
judge walks through the door. That was
a very special and emotional experience
for me. Walking through those doors gave
me a flashback of my audition and my
time in the show. I guess I had to work
incredibly hard to change my life. I had
to figure out how I could learn as much
as possible and gain respect in this industry. Walking in and looking at the contestants, I knew I had been there. I knew they
were taking a risk, leaving behind their
jobs in order to look for happiness and follow passion. I felt rewarded coming as a
guest judge. It was worth all the risk that
I took.
UWhat is your obsession with crois-

sants? Would you like to experiment

Australian. Mum, hence, always made sure
she cooked food with fresh vegetables and
different types of ingredients. She taught
me a lot and that is something you cannot quantify. But you can taste something
if it has been made with love and you can
also know and taste something if it hasn’t
been made with love. And at Lune, every
single croissant is made with love. That’s
a lesson from my mother.

BUT FIRST,

CROISSANT

UWhich cuisine in the world would you
say comes closest to the perfect sensory
and nutritional balance?
That’s a really tough one. Well, a lot of
varieties. I love Thai food. I love
Vietnamese food. I love Malaysian and
Indonesian food as well. And I really love
eating with hands. Also, I think using cutlery can totally separate you from your
food and with hands, I find it the most
enjoyable. And I love that in the Asian cuisine, your hands are used often. So for me,
going out and having an amazing dish with
a naan or bread and roti with scooped up
meat is quite an experience.

with other cuisines as well?
Now at Lune, we have gotten a little
more experimental. We make flavours,
textures and try our best to create amazing experiences. We do a three-course pastry dedication; first one is the traditional croissant. Second, an experimental
flavoured one. And the last is again an
experimental but sweet dish. This gives the
chef an opportunity to get innovative with
pastries. See, many people make croissant
but not many people make great ones. If
I had to put all my energy in making one
dish, it’d be always croissant. And now that
I have established Lune, I have started to
experiment with different cuisines as
well.
UHow would you describe your transi-

tion from an aerospace engineer to
being a chef?
Science is dynamic and one of the
most interesting subjects to study. But the
reality is that the application of aerodynamics is extremely difficult. It requires
creativity and also demands perfection.
Well, for cooking, you need a deep understanding of the techniques and how the
various ingredients interact with each
other. So all those ele-

ments were appealing to my engineering
mindset. And if I could use all those technical elements to make something so delicious, could I love my job more?
UWhat is your signature dish and how

did you come up with the experiment?
I think it’s the croissant. And I didn’t
come up with it but I think I played a small
part in its popularity around the world.
And I hope that now more people are paying attention to the dish and the production.

UWhat is the biggest thing you stand for

and support as a chef?
When I was an engineer and was really unhappy and unsatisfied with my job,
I mostly looked forward to going back
home and starting to cook; for myself and
my partner. And I started investing my
time in researching new recipes and
ingredients and going to the farmer’s market and also became quite experimental
with my dishes. I felt happier while cooking than my job. One thing that made me
happy while cooking was to see people
enjoy the dishes I cooked for them. And
the other thing that gives immense pleasure to all chefs around the world is the
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UHow do you adapt your dishes to local
ingredients while travelling? Any spices
or dish across the globe that may have
caught your fancy...
Recently, I took Lune to Singapore for
a few days and the formula I created is so
important and it took us months to get that
right. And it depends on the quality of
water, the type of milk and the flour you
use. So to have taken the local ingredients,
it would have taken a lot of time to create
the croissants. But we did find the solution. We had to produce the croissant in
Australia and we flew those. In case we do
plan to take Lune international, I will have
to fly down to city and understand the local
ingredients because they can make a
huge difference to them.
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privilege to provide food and happiness
and nourishment to people. I think it is
important for chefs to respect ingredients
and to celebrate them. That’s something
I have been doing too.
UHow has your cooking evolved over the
years?
That’s tough to answer. It’s because my
business is primarily involved around
croissant. When I got back from France,
I only spent a month working in the bakery there and when I got back and started Lune, I realised, maybe I didn’t know
the real part of the home production
process of making a croissant and instead
of going back to school to learn that, I
worked my job and also for Lune, which
had a pretty positive effect on my cooking. And every single time, we made croissants, we made sure to challenge the
process of cooking and improvise all the
time. I’m not just talking about cooking
them. I cook various dishes for dinner at
home but cooking at Lune was learning
about our equipment, our ingredients, our
customers and our product. And I hope
that in 10 or 20 years from now, our croissant is much better than what we are making today as we are constantly pushing

towards perfection.
UWhat kind of techniques do you pre-

fer for the presentation of croissant?
I think if a croissant has been made
well, it needs nothing else. That’s the sign
of a really good croissant. No need for any
presentation. If it is good, just eat it 10 minutes after it’s fresh out of the oven. It will
be nutty, flavoury, a bit sweet, a little bit
crunchy and soft. And you should get
everything you need from the experience
of just eating that croissant minimally.
UFood is subjective to different people.
Some may like a dish and some won’t.
How do you deal with negative criticism
to your food?
I couldn’t agree more. Everything is
subjective and the croissant I make at Lune
is my favourite but I understand it isn’t
everyone’s. And I realise that I cannot make
croissant as per everybody’s taste. I am
open to criticism because that’s how one
learns.
UWhat shaped your food logic while
growing up? What are your inspirations?
Any anecdotes to share...
My mother is Irish and my father is

U ‘A picture on the phone cannot possibly capture its flavours.’ In this age of
social media, do you think it is an
injustice to the chefs who prepare a dish
that ultimately first gets clicked and
uploaded before it is even tasted?
I think it is definitely an injustice to
the chef. Quite often, we eat with our eyes
before we taste something but it’s so true
that some of the most delicious dishes on
the planet don’t look that great and then
your mind is blown when you taste it. I
think these days we go through our
Instagram feeds a lot and taste a dish from
how it looks like. But I think from a foodblogging perspective, it is a wonderful platform which allows chefs to share what
they’re cooking. But I believe that one
needs to keep an open mind towards what
they see. Also I think that the food bloggers have the responsibility on how they
talk about something or criticise something that they’ve eaten and understanding that maybe someone else might enjoy
it if not themselves. Food is subjective. But
what truly matters is not how the dish
looks but the experience of eating it. But
in this age, we need to consider the look
of it since that is how people perceive it too.
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range of ingredients, spices, oils in the
A
fryer, various vegetable leaves and
lentils are spread across nutrition coach
Sangeeta Khanna’s mini kitchen slab,
which she sets up at The Imperial Culinary
Club’s Daniell’s Tavern, as she launches her
book, Pakodas: A Snack For All Seasons.
She asks the various journalists and food
connoisseurs sitting in the audience,
‘What do the season’s first showers remind
you of?’ Pakodas with a cup of chai is the
answer. And why not? The great Indian
snack, no matter what form or shape it
comes in, is one that’s available at every
nook and corner of the country, making
room for the most satisfying bite ever. It’s
a testament to India’s love affair with anytime food.
However, frying might have varying
definitions and ideas. And the one that
Khanna believes in is not known to or even
followed by many. And some misconceptions around fried foods actually came to
Khanna as her inspiration behind penning
the book. She goes on to explain, “Most
people today link pakodas with unhealthy,
artery clogging food, due to its ‘deep-fried’
tag. However, there are so many other such
foods that, too, are in the list but we consume them happily. We would easily have
red velvet cakes and pastries. Cookies are
served as complementary with coffee and
we eat them without noticing that there
could be fat in their batter too. However,
there is no fat in the batter of the pakodas.
It is just dropped in hot oil, after which it’s
outer surface immediately gets sealed so
the oil doesn’t go inside. People’s misconception is that oil gets absorbed
in the pakoda. But it only clings to
the surface and if we keep the
pakoda on a paper towel, all the
oil will drain out and you will
get a perfectly tasty and healthy
snack which can be personalised as per your taste —
sweet, savoury, teekha,
chatpata,
spicy,
crunchy and more.”
Pakodas are not
just fritters, she says
as she prepares the
batter for her first
presentation of
the evening —
Nariyal
katli
(Coconut slice) ka
pakoda. “There are distinct varieties of pakodas in

the Hindi heartland itself and we are just
on the brink of losing them all due to our
misconceptions around it. Each city has its
own. The names would vary like their cultures. Mirchi bajji in Hyderabad, Mirchi
vade in Jaipur, Batata vada in Mumbai,
Palak patte ka pakoda served like chaat in
Delhi and even Ram Laddu, whereas,
Gujarat has numerous bhajias and gotas,”
she says.
As she dips the water-soaked, fingersized coconut slices in the batter made with
moong dal (split green gram), she points
towards “another bias” that lies in people’s
thinking associated with pakodas. “They
were often made using local lentils and not
just chickpea flour or gram flour unlike
today. You can use moong dal or even urad
dal since besan is not available or accessible to everyone. Lentils are so rich
in India and we use them so beautifully. So why don’t we celebrate
them?” she says and drains the
last bunch of Nariyal katli ka
pakodas and serves it on a plate
for the audience to relish.
While the aroma already
wraps up my senses, I wait
for the plate to complete
its round and reach
me. The goldenbrown fritter is
crispy on the outside and even
crispier on the
inside due to the
water-soaked
coconut slice.
The pakoda yet
melts inside my
mouth. This

isn’t something one can resist. She lives up
to what she preaches. There isn’t a trace of
oil dripping from my fingers after I eat it,
which is never the case when eating at a
street-side kiosk. And while the coconut,
being a watery fruit, could have made the
pakoda soggy, her water-soaking strategy
for two to four hours before the cookout
made it emerge a winner.
I wonder why we always cook the conventional and very traditional and clichéd
aloo (potato), mirchi (chilli), pyaaz (onion),
ghobhi (cauliflower), palak patta (spinach
leaf), lauki (bottle gourd) ke pakode and
many more? “Well, it’s because people don’t
experiment with this snack anymore.
These recipes have been established by our
ancestral grandmothers and today, we have
forgotten them,” says Khanna and points
out some names of pakodas that are
hardly known or talked about — Phoolon
ke pakode, Bajka, Lachha, Rikwachh,
Fulouri/Phulouri, Kalmi bade, Mungodi,
Joori, Bhabra and many more. And she presents some of these in her mini pakodamaking demonstrations too.
For the cookout session, Khanna
directly sourced the organic ingredients
from Tijara Farms, an organic farm spread
across 10 acres in Rajasthan, the brainchild
of Sneh Yadav and her husband, Col. Tara.
Khanna’s Bhaap ki mungodi and with some
interesting variations like Arbi ke patton ka
rikwachh, and Sehjan ke phoolon ka patoda, the menu turns out to be a treat.
However, the Khatte ras ki pakodi is the
winner. The mini urad dal badis, soaked
in tangy tamarind water with chopped
chillis and coriander and mint leaves, is the
one that will tingle your jaws and make you
crave for more of these juicy fritters.
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SOURABH ENTERS VIETNAM QUARTERS

Ho Chi Minh City: 0 VaXcch B^daPQW ETa\P SdV
STT_c^VTccWTQTccTa^UU9P_P]bHd8VPaPbWXP]S
T]cTacWT\T]bbX]V[Tb`dPacTaUX]P[b^UcWTEXTc]P\
>_T] 1F5 C^da Bd_Ta  c^da]P\T]c ^]
CWdabSPh CWT bTR^]S bTTSTS 8]SXP] TSVTS ^dc
8VPaPbWX!$!"!#!!c^bTcd_P`dPacTaUX]P[R[PbW
fXcW[^RP[UPe^daXcTCXT]<X]W=VdhT]BXaX[fW^Xb
aP]ZTS(&cWX]cWTf^a[SR^d[S]^cVTc_Pbc2WX]Pb
;TX;P]GXX]cWT_aT`dPacTaUX]P[bV^X]VS^f] !
!  $! X]P^]TbXSTSR^]cTbcCWTcWXaSbTTSTS
BWdQWP]ZPa3ThWPSP[b^bdUUTaTSP !  &!
STUTPcPccWTWP]Sb^Ud]bTTSTS<P[PhbXP]9XPFTX
CP] 8]SXPb RP\_PXV] P[b^ T]STS X] cWT \T]b
S^dQ[Tb TeT]c PUcTa cWT _PXa ^U 0ad] 6T^aVT P]S
BP]hP\BWdZ[P[^bc "!  ! c^c^_bTTSb;d
2WX]VHP^P]SHP]V?^7P]^U2WX]TbTCPX_TX

8R^Vd`Weh`YR]gVd

Smith failed to hold on to a
sharp chance at second slip off
the bowling of Siddle.
Root
drove
Josh
Hazlewood square of the wicket to bring up 7,000 Test runs
in his 158th innings — only
three England players have
reached the mark more quickly.
But the home side were
unable to make the most of
their good fortune, losing Rory
Burns and Ben Stokes tamely
to stumble to 130-3.

DUTEE TO RUN IN WORLD C'SHIPS

New Delhi: B_aX]cTa3dcTT2WP]SWPbQTT]PSSTS
c^ 8]SXPb cTP\ U^a cWT F^a[S 0cW[TcXRb
2WP\_X^]bWX_bc^QTWT[SX]3^WP[PcTacWXb\^]cW
PUcTacWT]PcX^]P[UTSTaPcX^]PRRT_cTSP]X]eXcTU^a
WTa_PacXRX_PcX^]Ua^\cWTX]cTa]PcX^]P[_PaT]cQ^Sh
CWT0cW[TcXRb5TSTaPcX^]^U8]SXPWPS^]BT_cT\QTa
( ]P\TS P !$\T\QTa cTP\ U^a cWT BT_cT\QTa
!&>Rc^QTa % F^a[S 2WP\_X^]bWX_b fWX[T P[b^
P__a^eX]V F^a[S D]XeTabXch 6P\Tb \
RWP\_X^]3dcTTb]P\T_T]SX]VP]X]eXcTUa^\cWT
80053dcTTSXS]^c\TTccWT`dP[XUXRPcX^]\PaZ^U
!# bTR^]Sb Qdc U^d]S WTabT[U fXcWX] cWT
aT`dXaTS]d\QTa^UR^\_TcXc^abU^acWTTeT]c°CWT
8005 bT]c P] X]eXcT bPhX]V 3dcTT RP] R^\_TcT X]
cWTF^a[S2WP\_X^]bWX_bP]ScWT058WPbPRRT_cTS
XcB^WTa_PacXRX_PcX^]XbR^]UXa\TS±P]058b^daRT
bPXS

FIRST TO GO
Opener Burns was caught
at midwicket for 47 when he
top-edged a pull off the bowling of Hazlewood while Stokes
miscued a pull off the recalled
Mitchell Marsh and was
caught at point for 20.
Root, making the most of
his fortune, reached his fifty off
105 balls with just three fours.
Earlier, opener Joe Denly
was the first to go, caught in
the slips by Smith for 14.
Visiting captain Paine
asked the home side to bat,
hoping his bowlers could take
advantage of early overcast
conditions in south London
but will rue his team's missed
chances.
Australia won at Old
Trafford last week to
take a 2-1 lead in the
five-match series,
<XcRWT[[<PabWRT[TQaPcTbcPZX]VcWTfXRZTc^UBP\2daaP]
0? meaning they will
retain the Ashes urn
regardless of the result
England captain Root
at the Oval.
came into the match searchF>A;32D?
But Paine said
ing for consistency after
F8==4AB
his side were "very
three ducks in his five prehungry" to complete
vious innings but needed
4=6;0=3
the job and win
outrageous luck to survive.
34B?4A0C4C>
their first Test
He had an astonishing letseries in England
off when, on 24, he top-edged
;4E4;C74B4A84B
for 18 years.
a pull off Pat Cummins to deep
0C!!A402743
To stand any
fine leg, only for the recalled
chance of levelling
Peter Siddle to drop a straight%("0CC40
the series, England will
forward catch, much to the
05C4A;>B8=6
have to find a way to prise out
delight of the nearby crowd.
Smith, who has scored 671
In Cummins' next over
C74C>BB0B
runs in just five innings at an
Root again had a huge escape
astonishing average of more
when wicketkeeper Paine
40A;H2;>D3
134.
failed to cling on to a one2>E4A60E4F0H thanAll-rounder
Marsh and
handed chance in front of
David Warner at first slip.
C>BD==HB:84B seamer Siddle were brought in
for the tourists, with batsman
Shortly after lunch the
8=;>=3>=
Travis Head and paceman
skipper had yet another
Mitchell Starc missing out.
reprieve when a diving Steve

MARY IN LINE FOR PADMA VIBHUSHAN

New Delhi: 0aRWTa CPad]STT_ APX P]S W^RZTh
>[h\_XP] <? 6P]TbW fTaT ^] CWdabSPh
aTR^\\T]STS U^a cWT ?PS\P BWaX cWT U^dacW
WXVWTbc RXeX[XP] W^]^da X] 8]SXP P[^]VbXST bTeT]
f^\T] b_^acb_Tab^]b Qh cWT B_^acb <X]Xbcah
1TbXSTb APX P]S 6P]TbW bTeT] f^\T] X] cWXb
hTPab[Xbc^UaTR^\\T]SPcX^]bU^acWT?PS\PBWaX
PfPaS PaT faTbc[Ta EX]TbW ?W^VPc <P]XZP 1PcaP
cPQ[TcT]]XbRaXRZTcTa7Pa\P]_aTTc:Pda]PcX^]P[
f^\T]b W^RZTh cTP\ RP_cPX] AP]X AP\_P[
U^a\TabW^^cTaBd\PBWXadaP]S\^d]cPX]TTacfX]
bXbcTabCPbWXP]S=d]VbWX<P[XZ8]bXgcX\Tf^a[S
RWP\_X^]<2<Pah:^\cWTB_^acb<X]XbcahWPb
U^a cWT UXabc cX\T aTR^\\T]STS P f^\P] PcW[TcT
U^a cWT _aTbcXVX^db ?PS\P EXQWdbWP] PfPaS cWT
R^d]cahb bTR^]S WXVWTbc RXeX[XP] W^]^da CWT
B_^acb <X]Xbcah WPb P[b^ aTR^\\T]STS f^a[S
RWP\_X^]P]S>[h\_XRBX[eTa\TSP[[XbcbWdcc[Ta?E
BX]SWdU^acWT?PS\P1WdbWP]cWTR^d]cahbcWXaS
WXVWTbcRXeX[XP]W^]^da

WAHAB TAKES INDEFINITE BREAK

Karachi: ?PZXbcP]bbTPb^]TS[TUcPa\UPbcQ^f[Ta
FPWPQ AXPi ^] CWdabSPh P]]^d]RTS cPZX]V
X]STUX]XcT QaTPZ Ua^\ cWT [^]VTbc U^a\Pc ^U cWT
VP\T bPhX]V WT fX[[ R^]RT]caPcT ^] ^]TSPh P]S
C!RaXRZTcU^acWTcX\TQTX]VFPWPQbPXSWTfX[[
]^c_[PhX]cWTaTeP\_TS@dPXST0iP\Ca^_WhUXabc
R[Pbbc^da]P\T]cfWXRWZXRZb^UUUa^\BPcdaSPh7T
bPXSWTfX[[QTR^]RT]caPcX]V^]cWTbW^acTaU^a\Pcb
^UcWTVP\T7TP[b^bPXSWT\PhQTaTcda]X]Vc^
aTSQP[[RaXRZTcPcP[PcTaSPcT°0UcTaaTeXTfX]V\h
_Pbc R^d_[T ^U hTPab _TaU^a\P]RTb X] aTSQP[[
RaXRZTc P]S cWT d_R^\X]V [X\XcTS ^eTab RaXRZTc 8
WPeT STRXSTS c^ cPZT cX\T ^UU Ua^\ UXabcR[Pbb
RaXRZTc±FPWPQbPXS°3daX]VcWXb_TaX^S8fX[[[XZT
c^ U^Rdb ^] $^eTa P]S !^eTa RaXRZTc P]S
R^]cX]dTc^PRRTbb\hUXc]TbbU^acWT[^]VTaeTabX^]
^UcWTVP\T0cPbcPVT8UTT[8RP]]^c^][haTcda]
Qdc P[b^ _TaU^a\ fXcW cWT aTSQP[[ 8 f^d[S \PZT
\hbT[UPePX[PQ[T±WTPSSTS

MODRIC ADDS TO ZIDANE WORRIES

Madrid: ATP[ <PSaXSb ;dZP <^SaXR WPb QTT]
SXPV]^bTSfXcWPVa^X]X]YdahcWTB_P]XbWR[dQbPXS
^] CWdabSPh [Tbb cWP] P fTTZ QTU^aT cWTh UPRT
?PaXbBPX]c6Ta\PX]X]cWT2WP\_X^]b;TPVdTCWT
aTXV]X]V 1P[[^] S>a fX]]Ta Xb P S^dQc U^a
BPcdaSPhb ;P ;XVP UXgcdaT PVPX]bc ;TeP]cT P]S
R^d[S \Xbb cWT caX_ c^ cWT 5aT]RW RP_XcP[ ^]
FTS]TbSPh ATP[b fTQbXcT R^]UXa\TS cWT R[dQb
\TSXRP[bTaeXRTWPSSXPV]^bTS°P\dbR[TX]YdahX]
cWT PSSdRc^a ^U cWT aXVWc [TV± ?[Ph\PZTa 7PiPaS
P]S2^[^\QXPbA^SaXVdTiaTcda]TSc^caPX]X]VfXcW
cWTb`dPS^]CdTbSPhfWXRWbdVVTbcbcWThR^d[S
QT PePX[PQ[T U^a ATP[b ^_T]X]V Va^d_ bcPVT cXT Pc
cWT?PaRST?aX]RTb

MANISH CLAIMS DOMINATING WIN

Ekaterinburg: 2^\\^]fTP[cW 6P\Tb BX[eTa
\TSP[[Xbc <P]XbW :PdbWXZ %"ZV WPaS[h Qa^ZT P
bfTPcPbWT^dc_d]RWTS:haVhibcP]bDd[d0aVT]
:PShaQTZc^T]cTacWTbTR^]Sa^d]S^UcWTF^a[S
\T]b 1^gX]V 2WP\_X^]bWX_ WTaT ^] CWdabSPh
:PdbWXZ _aTePX[TS $ X] cWT cW^a^dVW[h [^_bXSTS
^_T]X]Va^d]S Q^dc 7T fX[[ ]Tgc UPRT cWT
=TcWTa[P]Sb 4]aXR^ ;PRadi CWT ^][h 8]SXP] X]
PRcX^]^]CWdabSPh:PdbWXZfPbPSeXbTSc^ZTT_
WXb SXbcP]RT Ua^\ :PShaQTZ Qh WXb R^a]Ta P]S WT
TgTRdcTScWT_[P]c^_TaUTRcX^]CWTUXabca^d]SfPb
aT[PcXeT[hd]TeT]cUd[QTU^aT:PdbWXZc^^ZR^]ca^[^U
cWT _a^RTTSX]Vb fXcW WXb PRRdaPcT[h_[PRTS
R^\QX]PcX^]_d]RWTb8cP[b^WT[_TScWPcWXbaXeP[
fPb]TXcWTa`dXRZ]^aWPScWTUTa^RXchX]_d]RWTbc^
RPdbT P]h R^]RTa] U^a cWT 8]SXP] fW^ V^c cWT
d]P]X\^db]^S^UcWTYdSVTb

PATNA KEEP PLAYOFF HOPES ALIVE

Kolkata: ATR^aSQaTPZTa BP]STT_ =PafP[ fPb
^]RT PVPX] Pc WXb QTbc Pb ?Pc]P R^]cX]dTS cWTXa
fX]]X]V \^\T]cd\ TSVX]V ^dc 9PX_da ?X]Z
?P]cWTab "%"" X] P cWaX[[X]V ?a^ :PQPSSX ;TPVdT
UXgcdaTWTaT^]CWdabSPh2^\X]V^]cWTQPRZ^UP
QXVeXRc^ahPVPX]bcCP\X[CWP[PXePbWTaT^]<^]SPh
cWaTTcX\T RWP\_X^]b ?Pc]P cWdb _XRZTS cWTXa
bTR^]SfX]X]Pa^fc^Yd\_Ua^\a^RZQ^cc^\c^
]X]cW _[PRT X] cWT !cTP\ cPQ[T P]S ZTT_ cWTXa
_[Ph^UU W^_Tb P[XeT ?Pc]P ]^f WPeT " _^X]cb
fWX[TcWT9PX_da^dcUXcaT\PX]TSX]c^_bXgfXcW#!
_^X]cb WPeX]V _[PhTS $ \PcRWTb TPRW 2P_cPX]
=PafP[ [TS Qh TgP\_[T fXcW # aPXS _^X]cb Pb WT
fPbPQ[hbd__^acTSQh9P]V:d];TTTXVWc_^X]cb
PbcWT:^aTP]\PSTPUX]TR^\TQPRZc^cWTbXSTc^
_dcd_PU^a\XSPQ[TPccPRZ

SCHUTT TAKES 2 WHITE BALL HAT-TRICKS

North Sound: 0dbcaP[XP UPbc Q^f[Ta <TVP]
BRWdcc bRaX_cTS WXbc^ah Qh QTR^\X]V cWT UXabc
f^\P]c^R[PX\cf^WPccaXRZbX]fWXcTQP[[RaXRZTc
PUcTabWTR[TP]TSd_cWTFTbc8]SXTbcPX[X]cWTcWXaS
>38 BRWdcc "!# cWdb QTRP\T cWT UXabc
0dbcaP[XP]f^\T]c^R[PX\PWPccaXRZX]>38b7Ta
UTPc T]PQ[TS 0dbcaP[XP f^\T] c^ Q^f[ ^dc FTbc
8]SXTbf^\T]U^aP_P[cah ';PcTaRWPbX]V ' 
WP[U RT]cdaXTb Qh ^_T]Ta 0[hbbP 7TP[h %  P]S
RP_cPX]<TV;P]]X]V$'WT[_TS0dbcaP[XPQTPccWT
W^bcbQhTXVWcfXRZTcbX]cWTcWXaSVP\T^UcWTUXeT
\PcRWbTaXTb^]FTS]TbSPhCWTeXbXc^abWPeT]^f
cPZT]P]d]PbbPX[PQ[T"[TPS
064=284B
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oe Root
rode his
luck to
reach his 50
after
being
dropped three times by fumbling Australia on the opening
day of the fifth Ashes Test at
the Oval on Thursday.
World Cup winners
England, desperate to level
the series at 2-2, reached 1693 at tea after losing the toss, as
early cloud cover gave way to
sunny skies in London.
Root was unbeaten on 57
and Jonny Bairstow was 22 not
out as the home side seek to
deny Tim Paine's Australia a
first series win in England
since 2001.
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arcelona captain Lionel
Messi would be “thrilled”
B
if Neymar returned to the
Catalan side but insisted
they could still win trophies
without the Brazilian.
In an interview with the
Catalan newspaper Sport
this week, Messi said the
return of Neymar, who was
at Barca from 2013 and 2017
when he left for Paris SaintGermain, could only
strengthen the Spanish
champions.
“I would be thrilled if
Neymar came back,” said the
Argentine.
“I understand that not
everyone agrees. That’s normal after everything that
happened around Ney, the
way in which he left, the way
he abandoned us.
“But when you look at
the sporting angle, for me
Neymar is one of the best
players in the world and
obviously would improve
our chances of getting the

;X^]T[<TbbXRT[TQaPcTbfXcW=Th\Pa9aPUcTabR^aX]VU^a1PaRT[^]P CfXccTa

results we want.”
The summer transfer
window saw an on-off soap
opera surrounding the 27year-old’s apparent desire to
leave PSG, who paid a world
record 222 million euros

($264 million at the time) in
2017, with Barcelona and
Real Madrid both linked.
Ultimately he stayed in
the French capital, at least for
the time being.
“I am not disappointed,”

said Messi. “I would have
liked it if he had come and
been with us but, as I have
said, we have an exceptional squad to challenge for
every title, even without
him.”
Messi denied reports he
had used his influence to try
and force the Barcelona
board to push through the
deal.
“Here, it is not me that
gives the orders,” he said.
“We never said that he had
to be brought in. We didn’t
make any demands.”
“I don’t know if the club
(Barcelona) wanted it to
happen. What I do know is
that Neymar really wanted it.
But I understand it is very
difficult to negotiate with
PSG.”
Barcelona president
Josep Maria Bartomeu said
on Friday Neymar “did
everything” to force through
a return to the Camp Nou in
the close season, but his club
could “not meet” the French
champions' demands.

CPh[^aQPRZbB\XcWc^
[TPS0dbbXTbPVPX]
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ormer skipper Mark Taylor on Thursday
backed Steve Smith to captain Australia again
F
after his incredible Ashes exploits, as support
mounts for the 30-year-old to be given a second
chance.
Smith was banned for 12 months over a brazen
attempt to alter the ball with sandpaper under his
captaincy in a Cape Town Test, and slapped with
a further year’s suspension from any leadership role
which runs out at the end of March next year.
While wicketkeeper Tim Paine assumed the job
in Tests and won praise for the way he helped the
side retain the Ashes at Old Trafford last weekend,
he will be 35 in December.
Usman Khawaja and Travis Head have been
touted as potential future leaders, but neither have
performed in England while Pat Cummins and Josh
Hazlewood are bowlers, who rarely become captains.
Taylor, who helped determine Smith’s ball-tampering penalty, along with the bans handed to David
Warner and Cameron Bancroft, said he was the natural choice to take over.
“I believe Smith will captain Australia again,”
he said in a column for the Sydney Morning Herald.
“I was on the Cricket Australia board that determined the penalties for Smith, David Warner and
Cameron Bancroft over the events of
Cape Town and have no doubt he will be
a better leader next time around because
of the very harsh lessons he learnt.”
Paine was widely criticised for his
decision-making in the third Test at
Headingley that Australia lost,
but he bounced back admirably
at Old Trafford and Taylor said
he should retain the armband
for the upcoming home
summer series against
Pakistan and New Zealand.
But Smith would be
waiting in the wings.
“To me it’s not a matter of
whether he (Smith) becomes
captain again on April 1. It
doesn’t have to happen that
quickly,” he said.
“But I’d like to think when
Paine is finished as Test captain
— whether that's in six months'
time or two or three years — he
would be a candidate to lead the
side again.”
Another ex-captain, Ian
Chappell, has also backed
Smith to again assume the
role.
“I think the problem for
Australia will be there’s no one else
I can see to captain that side,” he said
recently, while Ricky Ponting stated he
“wouldn’t have any problem with it at
all”.

2[XYbcTabP]]^d]RTbbda_aXbTR^\TQPRZ
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elgium’s former world
number one Kim
B
Clijsters announced on
Thursday her return to competitive tennis in 2020, seven
years after retiring to become
a stay-at-home mum of three
children.
The 36-year-old fourtime singles Grand Slam
champion said she loved
being a mum but missed the
adrenalin of the tennis world
tour.
“These last seven years

FC05X[T ?XRcdaT

I’ve been a full-time mum.
And I love it, I really do. But
I also loved being a professional tennis player. And
honestly I miss that feeling,”
she said on Twitter.
Clijsters won the US
Open in 2005, 2009 and
2010, and the Australian
Open in 2011.
She initially retired in
2007 aged 23, making a
return two years later after
having her first child to win
her second US Open, then
hanging up her racquet again
after the 2012 US Open.

In a 51-second video on
social media she asks: “Could
I be a loving mum to three
kids, and the best tennis
player I can possibly be?
“Let’s do this. Let’s come back
one more time. See you in
2020.”
Clijsters made her WTA
debut aged 15 at Antwerp in
1999. She has 41 singles
titles, and is the only mother to top the WTA charts
since computer rankings
began in 1975.
Despite her lengthy time
out she still ranks third
among active players in
terms of tournament success
behind the Williams sisters
— Serena with 72 titles and
Venus with 49.
She told the WTA’s official website that her motivation to come out of retirement wasn’t that she felt she
still had something to prove
but rather for “the challenge”.
“I have friends who
would say, I want to run the
New York Marathon before
I turn 50. For me, I still love
to play tennis,” she said.
As a former world number one she can expect
unlimited wildcards next
season.

4\_chb_PRTaTbTaeTSU^a>[h\_XR6^[S)BX]SWd
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he
World
Championship Gold
T
has healed the wounds of
all past final debacles
except the Rio Olympics,
says Indian badminton
ace P V Sindhu, who has
kept an empty space in
her trophy cabinet for
the top prize, which she
hopes to claim in Tokyo
next year.
An Olympic Silvermedallist,
Sindhu
clinched the historic
World Championship
Gold at Basel after beating Japan’s Nozomi
Okuhara 21-7, 21-7 in
her third successive final.
Before that historic
day, the 24-year-old
Indian faced incessant for
losing lost in the finals of
major events such as the

Rio Games, World
Championships (2017,
2018), 2017 Dubai Super
Series Finals, the 2018
Commonwealth Games
and the Jakarta Asian
Games.
“It
(World
Championships Gold)
takes care of all those
losses. People have been
talking about my final
phobia, how I take pressure in the finals and I
can say I gave the answer
with my racquet,” Sindhu,
who has been recommended for Padma
Bhushan said.
“But Olympics is a
completely different feeling. Rio (Games) and
World Championship
gave me different memories, but, yeah, one Gold
medal is missing, so definitely I will work hard for

that and would love to see
myself win that Olympic
Gold at Tokyo.
“There is a vacant
space (laughs) in my cabinet for that Gold. The
Olympic qualification is
on and this win will give
me the confidence to go
further.”
Sindhu, however, says
the path to the Tokyo
Olympic Gold will be a
tough one as now her
opponents will look to
exploit her weaknesses
and she will need to add
something new to her
game to achieve success.
“(Rio) 2016 was my
first Olympics and
nobody knew me much. I
was just one of the players but after Rio, everything changed and now
after the world championship, everybody will

try and learn new things.
I should also learn new
things in each tournament, because people will
have some kind of strategy for me,” she said.
“I have been working
with Kim. She had some
changes for me and it
helped me. But now I
have to learn few new
things. I need to work on
net-play.”
Ranked fifth in the
World currently, Sindhu
has virtually sealed her
Olympic qualification.
A higher ranking will
help her avoid meeting
top players when the
draw is made at the Tokyo
Games but Sindhu said
she is unfazed about
standings.
“R anking matters
because the draw depends
on it but I don’t really

think about it because if
I can play well, it will
come up. At the end of
the day, you will have to
beat these top players
again to achieve the
Gold,” she said.
Asked if achieving the
world No1 ranking is on
her mind, the former
world No 2 said: “Yeah..
But I am not very particular about ranking and
for now it is Olympics, it
is ultimate goal, so after
that it will be step by step.
“Next for me is
China, so focusing on
that,”
said
the
Hyderabadi, who is taking part in the China
Open (September 17) and
Korea Open (September
24) in the next two weeks.
While Sindhu and
Saina Nehwal have put
Indian badminton on top,

there is a dearth of quality women’s singles players in the country beyond
them.
On whether she is
concerned about lack of
women’s singles players,
Sindhu said: “Well, after
me and Saina, there is a
little bit of gap. There are
some junior players but it
will take time. It is not
going to be easy.
“A lot of players from
other countries are doing
well at the junior level
whether it is Korea,
Thailand or China. So I
think it will take a few
years till we have some
players coming up.
“But they need to
work hard. They have to
be smart and be strong
themselves about what
they want,” she signed
off.
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n another bid to ignite his Test career,
Indian limited-overs vice-captain Rohit
Sharma has been selected as the firstchoice opener alongside Mayank Agarwal
for the three-match Test series against
South Africa starting from 2nd October
at Visakhapatnam.
The Mumbai batsman, who opens for
India in One Day International and T20
format made his long-awaited Test debut
in the home series against West Indies in
November 2013 (farewell series of Sachin
Tendulkar) but despite scoring 177 runs
in his maiden innings and earning Man
of the Series award, the talented 32-years
old Mumbaikar never really impressed in
the red-ball format and could only manage to feature in 27 Tests in six years since
debut despite being a top performer in the
white-ball game.
One of the primary reasons for his
exclusion from the Test side was his batting position; with Cheteshwar Pujara,
Virat Kohli and Ajinkya Rahane forming
the solid middle-order partnership, Rohit
was left with no choice than to give up his
preferred position and bat at number six
in which he never looked comfortable.
And now with Hanuma Vihari performing well in that position (number six) for
almost a year, there was no other choice
left with the selectors except to try Rohit
as opener in place of out-of-form KL
Rahul, who despite having long run in the
red-ball format at his preferred position
failed to perform according to his calibre.
Rohit, who started his international
career as a middle-order batsman in
2007 T20 World Cup was promoted to
open the innings in the One Day format
and subsequently in the T20s also after he
impressed in the ICC Champions Trophy
2013 in England and Wales. His opening
stand with former India A partner Shikhar
Dhawan was one of the major reasons of
India’s triumph in that tournament.
During that Champions Trophy, Rohit
not just only settled his place at the top of
the order with 177 runs in five innings (2
fifties) but also in the following games
proved why he was rated as one of the
brightest talents in world cricket.
His 209-run innings against Australia
at M Chinnaswamy in the last game of the
2013 series showed that he is capable
enough of playing big innings and he
proved that Bengaluru’s innings was not
just a fluke by scoring two more double
hundreds in the following years.
His 264 against Sri Lanka at Eden
Gardens on 13th November 2014 still
holds the record of the highest individual
score by a batsman in white-ball game.
During ICC World Cup in England
this year also he was the highest run-getter of the tournament with 648 runs in
nine innings which includes record five
hundred in a single edition.
And after that brilliant record there
was a lot of talk about his inclusion in the
five-day format of the game and now with
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Test: Virat Kohli (Captain), Mayank
Agarwal, Rohit Sharma, Cheteshwar
Pujara, Ajinkya Rahane (vice-captain),
Hanuma Vihari, Rishabh Pant (Wicketkeeper), Wriddhiman Saha (Wicketkeeper), Ravichandran Ashwin,
Ravindra Jadeja, Kuldeep Yadav,
Mohammed Shami, Jasprit Bumrah,
Ishant Sharma, Shubman Gill.
Board President's XI: Rohit Sharma
(Captain), Mayank Agarwal, Priyank
Panchal, AR Easwaran, Karun Nair,
Siddhesh Lad, KS Bharat (wicketkeeper), Jalaj Saxena, Dharmendrasinh
Jadeja, Avesh Khan, Ishan Porel,
Shardul Thakur, Umesh Yadav.
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KL Rahul’s continuous failure, finally
MSK Prasad-led selection committee
opted for him to play as a specialist opener in the side.
And not just only Rohit but also 2018
U-19 World Cup Player of the Tournament
and highly rated rookie Punjab batsman
Shubman Gill was too rewarded for his
performance with a place in the Test side
as a back-up floater, who can fit in both
as an opener and a middle-order batsman.
“Yes, we are definitely looking at him
(Rohit) and want to give him an opportunity up the order. He is keen (on opening) and the selection committee, as well
as everyone (team management), is keen.
We want to see where he stands and then
take a call,” Chairman of Selectors MSK

Prasad said after the meeting of the panel
on Thursday.
“With regards to Shubman Gill, we
look at him as an opener as well as a middle-order batsman. We are looking at him
as back-up for both the slots. As he keeps
playing more and more, he will get his
opportunities, because he is a player for
all three formats,” he observed.
PANT ON FIRE
As far as other positions were concerned Rishabh Pant retained his place in
the side despite a below-par series in
Caribbean islands but could lose his spot
in the playing XI to a more accomplished
Wriddhiman Saha after the chairman of
selection committee gave a fair indication

that team management's patience with him
(Pant) is finally running out even though
he remains the first-choice for the selection panel.
Asked who among Pant or
Wriddhiman is going to be the first
choice, Prasad gave a twisted reply.
“My answer is the same. Let’s see.
Rishabh definitely to begin with but we will
see whether the team management thinks
on those lines. Let’s leave it to them. Also
in India, we need a ‘keeper with some
more skills playing at home, let’s see how
it goes,” he said.
In the bowling section, Umesh Yadav
lost his place despite being the top wicket-taker in the last home series (11 wickets in two Tests) against West Indies in
2018, as in home conditions, the team can’t
have the luxury of four specialist pacers
when only two will finally play.
Speaking about Yadav, Prasad said that
it’s better Umesh plays domestic cricket as
he has no chance to fit in the playing XI
when one among Ishant and Shami will
be dropped at home.
“Issue right now, we couldn’t have
Umesh here as it will be two-seamers who
will play. If it’s really a seaming track, we
go for the third one. So Umesh may not
play. For him, it is better to play domestic cricket as we are in the domestic season. He is in India A side,” Prasad added.
Rohit will captain the Board
President’s XI in a three-day warm-up
match against the Proteas in Vizianagaram
from September 26, where he will also test
himself in the new role.
“He is opening in white-ball cricket for
a decade now (for six years) and I am sure
he has that ability to bat up the order. We
have seen that in red-ball cricket and if he
can replicate that in white-ball cricket,
nothing like it,” Prasad said.
TIME FOR CHANGE
For Rahul, who has scored only one
Test hundred (149 against England at
Oval) in last 18 months, Prasad said that

the Karnataka player got a fair run but a
dip in form forced the panel to go for a
change.
“We definitely communicated to KL.
He is an exceptional talent and unfortunately his form has dipped in red-ball
cricket,” Prasad said.
“With Shikhar Dhawan and Murali
Vijay gone, we can’t keep changing both
the openers in the side. Someone had to
stick around. And probably with seniors,
who exiting, KL got more opportunities.
Unfortunately, he was not delivering consistently. He delivered in patches and that's
why we backed him because when he is
on song, he is treat to watch.”
When asked about what’s next for
Rahul, Prasad gave the example of VVS
Laxman.
“When VVS Laxman was once
dropped from the Indian team, he went
back to domestic cricket, scored 1400 runs
in the Ranji Trophy and came back. KL has
to do the same,” said Prasad.
MSK Prasad meanwhile also indicated that selection committee has created a
pool of openers and whoever now gets an
opportunity, will get a long rope just like
Rahul did.
“So you know, in the pipeline,
Shubman is opening and we have Priyank
Panchal and Abhimanyu Easwaran, who
is doing extremely well. From the available
lot, we will look at giving them as many
opportunities.
“Whoever gets an opportunity, also
gets a fair run. We have alternatives and
back-ups, we have created bench strength,”
Prasad asserted.
Speaking about fit-again all-rounder
Hardik Pandya, who also failed to find his
place in the 15, the former Indian wicketkeeper said that the Baroda cricketer was
excluded because there is very little
chance of him fitting into the XI in home
conditions.
“Hardik is not in the side because if
you look at home conditions, he may not
fit in. Also a lot of white-ball cricket being
played, it’s a culmination of both,” he concluded.
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bagful of runs to show for in first-class
cricket, opener Abhimanyu Easwaran
A
is ready to move to the next level but is not
losing sleep over an India call-up ahead of
the South Africa home Test series.
Easwaran helped India Red win the
Duleep Trophy by an innings and 38 runs
in Bengaluru last week as he cracked a copybook 153 from 300 balls in the first innings
to lay the foundation for the massive triumph.
Easwaran, who turned 24 a few days ago
and was also appointed the captain of the
Bengal team for all three formats, is a India
A regular and has been in good form for
quite some time.
The Dehradun-born city boy had a
blockbuster season in the 2018-19 Ranji
Trophy, amassing 861 runs, the fourth highest from the Elite Group teams, with an average of 95.66 and studded with three centuries.
“I am not thinking about selection. I am
not thinking about things I can’t control. I
am only thinking about the South Africa A
series coming up from September 17. I have
to prepare well for that," Easwaran said on

Thursday. Asked whether he feels he is ready
for the grind of international cricket,
Easwaran said: “Yes I am.”
Besides Shubman Gill, who lead the
India A’ side in the first unofficial Test against
South Africa A’ in Thiruvananthapuram, the
focus will also be on openers Easwaran and
Priyank Panchal who will feature only in the
second match, to be played in Mysuru from
September 17.
“It will be a good challenge for me
against quality South African bowlers. If you
do well, your confidence always grows,”
Easwaran said on his upcoming assignment.
The recent West Indies tour where he
played against their A’ side, was a learning
curve for Easwaran, although he did not get
many runs.
“I learnt a lot from that tour. Playing
with the Dukes ball in those conditions. I
played for the first time under lights with
the red ball. That was also a challenge. It’s
difficult as an opener to play with the new
ball under lights. I had to adjust to the wickets there.”
Most of Easwaran’s time at India A’ was
spent under the tutelage of Rahul Dravid
although the legendary former India captain stepped down from that role due to his
National Cricket Academy commitments.
“Rahul sir has been an idol since I started playing cricket. He is an inspiration.
Sharing the dressing room with him has
been a dream come true. I learnt quite a bit
from him. He has been very open to us,”
Easwaran said.
On the added pressure of leading
Bengal, he said: “I think it’s an honour for
me to lead Bengal. If I can bat the way I have
been batting, it will be really helpful for my
team. The management has shown faith in
me. When it comes to team selection and
decision making, I have a little added
responsibility. But I would like to enjoy it and
take it as a challenge.”
Although he has never had the chance
to speak to Indian captain Virat Kohli,
Easwaran — who made his first class
debut in 2013, concluded by saying he loves
the way Kohli approaches the game.
“I really enjoy the way Virat Kohli plays
his cricket and the passion he has for the
game. I love watching him bat.”
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ll Virat Kohli wanted was to remember a good partnership with
A
Mahendra Singh Dhoni but the seemingly innocuous social media post ended up
triggering a fresh avalanche of speculation on the former skipper’s future on
Thursday.
It started with Kohli posting a picture
of himself with Dhoni from the 2016
World T20 quarterfinal match against
Australia, which India won by six wickets. In that match, Kohli top-scored
with a 51-ball 82 not out and stitched a
67-run unbeaten partnership with his
then captain Dhoni (18 not out) to steer
India home. “A game I can never forget.
Special night. This man (Dhoni), made

me run like in a fitness test @msdhoni,”
tweeted Kohli alongside the picture.
The appreciation tweet, within no
time, was linked to Dhoni’s future and
speculation started that the veteran wicketkeeper-batsman would be making an
announcement by evening.
Dhoni, who is currently on a break
in the USA, became a trending topic on
social media thanks to Kohli’s post
before the speculation was put to rest.
“I don’t know from where these
rumours started. I don’t think they are
true,” was Chairman of Selectors MSK
Prasad’s response when the senior player’s name cropped up while he was
addressing a press conference to
announce India’s Test squad for the
home series.
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he Delhi and District Cricket Association
(DDCA) on Thursday renamed the Feroz
T
Shah Kotla as Arun Jaitley stadium in memory of the late politician-cum-sports-administrator.
In a glittering function, Home Minister
Amit Shah digitally inaugurated the renamed
Arun Jaitley Cricket Stadium in presence of late
finance minister’s family.
DDCA also unveiled a new pavilion stand
at the Feroz Shah Kotla after skipper Virat Kohli,
who recently became the most successful India
captain in Test cricket, surpassing MS Dhoni.
A short video and an animation film on
Kohli’s journey from being an U-19 player to
India captain was also shown.
“When I decided to name a stand in honour of Virat Kohli, I told this first to Arun Jaitley
ji. He told me this is a good decision because
there is no better player than Virat in world
cricket,” said DDCA president Rajat Sharma.
The unveiling ceremony was held at the
Weightlifting Hall of the Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium.
Besides the family members of Jaitley, the
gala evening was also attended by Sport
Minister Kiren Rijiju, former sports minister
Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore, Delhi BJP chief
Manoj Tiwari, ex-skipper Kapil Dev and former
India opener Chetan Chauhan, among others.
“For Arun ji, cricket was his passion and life.
He remained DDCA chief for 13 years and he
played a great role in making the likes of Virat,
Pant, Dhawan, Nehra, Sehwag as great players.
All these players love him very much,” Sharma
said.
2 NEW ACADEMIES
The DDCA president Rajat Sharma also
announced the setting up of two cricket academies for under-privileged kids here, an endeavour the likes of Kapil Dev and Gautam Gambhir
have agreed to support.
“Following my friend late Arun Jaitley’s
vision, we have decided to have two cricket academies for under-privileged kids.
The Delhi Development Authority (DDA)
has allotted land in Pitampura and CWG
Games village,” the DDCA president said during the glittering ceremony attended by Virat
Kohli and his team.
“We will open two academies in Delhi where
players from economically weaker background
will get free training. Gautam Gambhir, Kapil
Dev, Ashish Nehra, Virender Sehwag have
agreed to help in this endeavour,” Sharma said.
“Former greats like Sehwag, Nehra and
Gambhir have assured me that they will help
shape career of these kids free of cost,” he said.
Sharma also announced a medical insurance
cover for all current first class cricketers.
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ndia skipper Virat Kohli turned nostalgic on
Thursday after the Delhi and District Cricket
IAssociation
(DDCA) unveiled a new pavilion
stand bearing his name at the Feroz Shah Kotla
in recognition of his contribution to the game.
“Never thought I would be honoured at such
a grand scale. Don’t know how to address this as
my family, wife, brother, sister-in-law are here,” said
Kohli during the glittering function.
“It was in 2001 (2000) during a match
against Zimbabwe, my childhood coach Rajkumar
Sharma gave me two tickets. I remember clinging to the gallery grill asking for Javagal Srinath’s
autograph. I was telling my brother how far we
have come. “So today to have a pavilion in my
name at the same stadium is surreal and a great
honour,” he added.
The Delhi batsman recently became the most
successful India captain in Test cricket, surpassing Mahendra Singh Dhoni.
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n
impressive
T20
International debut under his
A
belt, speedster Navdeep Saini
hopes to play Test cricket in
future but feels he will need extra
hard work to break into the
“strong” bowling unit of the
national team.
“Our bowling unit in the Test
format is very strong. When I was
with the team (in West Indies) I
realised that I’ll have to work harder to get into the side. Only by
doing that a I might get a chance,”
Saini told reporters.
The Indian pace trio of Jasprit
Bumrah, Ishant Sharma and
Mohammed Shami have been
extremely consistent helping the
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side claim some of its biggest overseas Test wins in the last couple of
years.
With Umesh Yadav and
Bhuvneshwar also competing
for spots in the XI, breaking in to
the Indian Test side seems tough.
However, the Indian team
management sees Saini as a future
prospect in red-ball cricket. To
groom him in the longest format
of the game, the management
used him as a net bowler in the
Test series against West Indies and
the youngster said he learnt a lot
from his experience with the
senior team.
“At the international level
error of margin is very less so I
learn how to work around it in
practice,” Saini said.

‘A’ defeated South Africa ‘A’
comfortably by seven wickets
Ionndia
the final day morning of the

first unofficial Test to take a 1-0
lead in the two-match series here
on Thursday.
Mumbai all-rounder Shivam
Dube smashed two sixes off successive balls to seal the win for the
hosts. Chasing just 48 runs in
their second innings, India ‘A’
endured a mild stutter as skipper
Shubhman Gill (5), Ankit Bawne
(6) and K S Bharat (5) fell in early
before Dube (12 not out) and
Ricky Bhui (20 not out) completed the formalities for the home
team.
South Africa ‘A’ fast bowler
Lungi Ngidi, on a comeback trail
after injury, bowled Gill, who
made a classy 90 in the first

innings to leave India ‘A’ at 10 for
one.
Bawne was then dismissed
for a 17-ball 6, caught by Senuran
Muthusamy off Ngidi, while
Bharat was sent back by off-spinner Dane Piedt.
Left-handed Dube, who had
showcased his hitting abilities in
the unofficial ODI series preceding the Test matches, smacked
Piedt for two huge sixes to finish
the job in style.
Resuming at the overnight
score of 179 for 9, SA ‘A’ were
bowled out for 186 in their second innings as the hosts needed
only 3.5 overs to wrap things up.
Shardul Thakur bowled
Lutho Sipamla for 8 to finish with
figures of 2 for 31. Shahbaz
Nadeem (3/17) and Jalaj Saxena
(2/22) were the best bowlers for
India ‘A’ in the second innings.

