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he Supreme Court on
Wednesday set an October
18 deadline for completion of all
arguments in the protracted
Ram-Janmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid land title dispute, a move
that has raised the possibility of
a verdict in the politically sensitive case in the middle of
November.
“Let us make a joint effort
to conclude the hearing by
October 18 so that we get four
weeks time to write,” the
Supreme Court said.
As it offered to hear the case
on Saturdays as well, the SC at
the same time said the parties to
the dispute are free to find an
amicable solution through mediation and place the settlement
before it.
However, the top court told
lawyers from both the Hindu
and Muslim sides in the
Ayodhya case that it wanted to
conclude the day-to-day hearings by October 18 so that the
judges get almost four weeks
time to write the judgment.
The target date for completion of arguments assumes significance since Chief Justice of
India Ranjan Gogoi, who is
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heading the five-judge
Constitution bench hearing the
case, is due to demit office on
November 17.
“The hearing of the appeals,
which is at a very advanced
stage, will continue without any
interruption. If, in the meantime,
the parties desire to settle the
matter(s), including, by resort to
mediation by the earlier constituted mediation panel, they may
do so and place the settlement
before the court, if reached,” the
Bench said in its order.
The court on Tuesday had
asked the counsels for the Hindu
and Muslim parties to inform it
about a tentative “time schedule”
for concluding their arguments.

E

xpressing concern over the
frequent reports of ragging
at different educational institutions, the Odisha Human
Rights Commission (OHRC)
on Wednesday issued notices to
four Government departments
asking them to submit reports
within 10 days.
The OHRC asked the
School and Mass Education,
Higher Education, Skill
Development and Technical
Education and Health
Departments Secretaries to
give details on steps taken to
prevent ragging at educational institutions.
Also, the OHRC sought
replies on why no criminal
cases have been lodged against
students involved in ragging.
Notably, on Tuesday, a
police complaint was lodged at
the Sasan police station in
Sambalpur town alleging that
a Plus Two first year student of
Vedic International School was
mercilessly assaulted by senior
students with iron rods and
belts, following which was hospitalised.
But the school authorities

We have received a letter that
some parties want to settle the
matter by way of mediation,” the
Bench said, adding they may do
so and the proceedings before
the mediation panel can remain
confidential.
Referring to its earlier order,
it said, “We also make it clear
that the terms and the process
of settlement including mediation, if resorted to, will abide by
our earlier order dated March,
8, 2019, with regard to confidentiality.” While ordering the
day-to-proceedings, the court
had taken note of the report of
the three-member panel, also
comprising spiritual guru and
founder of the Art of Living
foundation Sri Sri Ravishankar
and senior advocate and
renowned mediator Sriram
Panchu, that mediation pro-

?`hYVcVZ_h`c]U
aV`a]VdV_ee`XRd
TYR^SVcde`UZV
dRjdRaViT`fce

New Delhi: Nowhere in the
world people are sent to “gas
chambers to die”, fumed the
Supreme Court on Wednesday
while expressing serious concern over deaths during manual scavenging and manhole
cleaning across the country.
Slamming the Government
authorities for not providing
protective gear like masks and
oxygen cylinders to people
engaged in manual scavenging
and manhole cleaning, the
apex court said this is the
“most inhuman” way to treat a
human being.
The SC said that although
over 70 years have passed since
India got Independence, caste
discrimination still persists in
the country and the society is
not treating all human beings
equally
despite
the
Constitutional mandate.
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t’s the end for ENDS (electronic nicotine delivery systems) in India. The Union
Cabinet on Wednesday decided to ban electronic cigarettes
(e-cigarettes) and other vaping
products, making India one of
the few countries that have
done so.
The Government is of the
view that e-cigarettes pose
health risks similar to those
caused by combustible cigarettes. The prohibition will
entail penal provisions also with
a jail term up to three years and
a fine up to C5 lakh. The Union
Cabinet approved the
Prohibition of E-cigarettes
Ordinance, 2019. The
Ordinance has been sent to the
President for clearance.“The
ban means prohibition on the
production, manufacturing,

>7A2bTTZb
aT_^ac^]aPVVX]V
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The Constitution Bench, which
also comprised Justices SA
Bobde, DY Chandrachud,
Ashok Bhushan and SA Nazeer,
has so far heard the Ayodhya
land dispute case for 26 days
after it commenced the day-today hearing on August 6 following the failure of mediation
proceedings initiated to find
the amicable resolution.
As per the apex court’s calendar, the Bench now has 15
working days remaining to conclude the lengthy hearing by
October 18. So far, Hindu parties have argued for 16 days and
senior advocate Rajeev Dhavan,
representing the Muslim sides,
had advanced submissions for

10 days.
Dhavan said he and his
colleagues would take eight
more days to conclude their submissions and two senior counsel — K Parasaran and CS
Vaidyanathan — appearing for
a Hindu party would need two
days to rebut his arguments.
“We are open to hearing on
Saturdays, if required,” the Bench
said, adding a tentative schedule
can also be worked out. After
dealing with the time schedule,
the Bench then said it has
received a letter from former
apex court judge F M I Kalifulla,
who was heading the threemember mediation panel, in
which it was stated that some
parties have written to him for
resumption of the mediation
process.
“There is an ancillary issue.

ceedings, which went on for
about four months, did not
result in any final settlement and
it had to decide the matter
pending before it.
The court, which on March
8 referred the matter for mediation, had asked for in-camera
proceedings to be completed
within eight weeks, but later
granted time till August 15 after
the panel’s earlier report said the
mediators were “optimistic”
about an amicable solution.
The SC fixed the seat for mediation process in Faizabad,
around 7 km from Ayodhya, and
said adequate arrangements,
including the venue of the mediation, place of stay of the mediators, their security, travel should
be arranged by the State
Government.
It had perused a report
about the progress of mediation
process till July 18 and said its
contents will remain confidential. Fourteen appeals have
been filed in the apex court
against the 2010 Allahabad High
Court judgment, delivered in
four civil suits, that the 2.77-acre
land in Ayodhya be partitioned
equally among the three parties
— the Sunni Waqf Board, the
Nirmohi Akhara and Ram Lalla.

6&IXPHVDWQR
VDIHW\QHWIRU
VHZHUFOHDQHUV

CWTAPVVX]V5aTT
2P\_db0QWXhP]X]
P_TcXcX^]c^cWT
B7A2aT`dTbcTScWT
R^\\XbbX^]c^
bca^]V[haT_aX\P]S
cWTPdcW^aXcXTb^UcWT
TSdRPcX^]P[
X]bcXcdcX^]bfWTaT
aPVVX]VXbQTX]V
aT_^acTS
instead of taking action against
the guilty students, tried to
hush up the matter.
In a related development,
the Ragging-Free Campus
Abhiyan in a petition to the
SHRC requested the commission to strongly reprimand the
authorities of the educational
institutions where ragging is
being reported.
Abhiyan
president
Tejeswar Parida urged the
rights body to issue guidelines
to make the educational institution campuses ragging-free.

sraeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud
BC055A4?>AC4AQ =4F34;78 party trailed its main rival
Blue and White by 31 to 32
nhappy over the amended seats on Wednesday after an
Motor Vehicles Act (MVA) unprecedented repeat election,
and an exorbitant hike in fines, putting the country’s longest
the United Front of Transport serving premier on a shaky
Associations (UFTA), an ground and raising the possiumbrella unit of about 41 bility of a unity government.
Israelis voted on Tuesday in
transport associations in DelhiNCR, including cabs, auto- their country’s second general
rickshaw and cluster bus ser- election in five months after 69vices, will go on a day strike on year-old Netanyahu failed to
Thursday in Delhi and NCR. form a governing coalition
The announcement by the with a viable majority followUFTA has caused the authori- ing April’s vote.
The Central Election
ties to defer half yearly examinations in Delhi-NCR schools Committee said that Blue and
White party seemed to be takscheduled for Thursday.
Unions affiliated to UFTA, ing a lead over Likud after 91
including those of trucks, pri- per cent votes were counted.
vate school/tourist buses, char- The centre-left bloc now has 56
compared
to
tered buses, tempo, taxi, auto seats
rickshaws had held a mega Netanyahu-led bloc, comprised
protest against steep hike in of right-wing and ultratraffic violation fines at Janatar Orthodox parties, which is at
55 seats in the 120-member
Mantar on Monday.
Parliament.
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import/export, sale, storage and
advertising of e-cigarettes. This
is keeping in mind the impact
it is having on the youth today,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman told reporters here
after the Cabinet meeting.

?=BQ =4F34;78

W

est Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Wednesday met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
discussed among others issues
like the State Assembly's decision to rename West Bengal as
“Bangla”. The controversial
NRC (National Register of
Citizens) process that has
added to the bitterness between
Mamata and the Centre, however, did not figure during
their discussion which focussed
on developmental issues.
The meeting at the Prime
Minister's residence that lasted
for about half an hour also had
Mamata extending an invite to
Modi to inaugurate the world’s
second-largest coal block
Deocha Pachami in Birbhum
district after Navratri puja.

?aX\T<X]XbcTa=PaT]SaP<^SXSdaX]VP
\TTcX]VfXcWFTbc1T]VP[2WXTU
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^]FTS]TbSPh
?C8

This was the first time that
Mamata, who has been among
the harshest critics of Modi and
the BJP, met him after the
Visva Bharati University convocation at Shantiniketan in
May 2018. She did not attend
Modi’s swearing-in in May
when he took charge for the
second time and had stayed
away from the Niti Aayog
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hief Minister Naveen
C
Patnaik reviewed the
important issues of Odisha
pending with the Union
Government at the Odisha
Bhawan in New Delhi on
Wednesday.
The Chief Minister
reviewed the issues and projects pending with different
Ministries and Departments of
the Central Government. He
directed the State’s Chief
Secretar y and the Chief
Resident Commissioner in Ne
w Delhi to ensure follow-up on
these issues.
He directed for close follow-up with the Ministry of
Railways on projects where
State Government is bearing
substantial proportions of the

?=BQ 17D10=4BF0A
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cost of the projects, besides
providing land free of cost. He
also suggested further followup on issues related to improving telecom and banking density in the State.
Patnaik reviewed the 5T
framework for the CRC office
and expressed his happiness
that lot of progress has been
made both in the administrative and financial management.
During his visit, AIIMS
Delhi Director Dr Randeep
Guleria accompanied by faculty

and staff representatives called
on the Chief Minister and presented a cheque of about Rs
93.89 lakh to the Chief
Minister’s Relief Fund for
Cyclone Fani as one-day salary
contribution of employees of
AIIMS, Delhi.
The Chief Minister
thanked them for the contribution. He also thanked the
AIIMS and the entire team of
doctors, paramedics and other
staffs for their outstanding surgical interventions and care in
handling the Jaga-Kalia case.

day after Agriculture
Minister Arun Sahoo said
there are 3.41 lakh ineligible
beneficiaries in the KALIA
scheme, BJD spokesperson
Pratap Keshari Deb on
Wednesday clarified that not
all the 3.41 lakh people who
received assistance under the
scheme are ineligible.
Deb said that only 32,000
ineligible beneficiaries availed
the financial assistance and not
3.41 lakh as reported in media,
quoting the Agriculture
Minister.
Not all the 3.41 lakh beneficiaries are ineligible rather
only large farmers and

Government employees are
ineligible. A total of 12,000
large farmers and 20,000
Government employees are
the only ineligible beneficiaries, who have received assistance under the scheme, Deb
said.
He further said that multiple members of the same eligible families who have
received assistance are not
ineligible. Rather, the assistance released to them would
be adjusted in subsequent
installments within five years.
But money would be
retrieved from the large farmers who have got assistance, he
said.
Continued on Page 4

“Why are you not providing them masks and oxygen
cylinders? In no country in the
world, people are sent to gas
chambers to die. Four to five
people are dying due to this
every month,” a Bench headed
by Justice Arun Mishra asked
Attorney General KK
Venugopal.Venugopal, while
conceding that people involved
in such works are dying in the
country day-after-day, said
deaths have also happened due
to potholes on the roads but no
action has been taken against
the authorities concerned.
Continued on Page 4
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uropean parliamentarians
Ryszard Czarnecki and
E
Fulvio Martusciello have

slammed Pakistan for harbouring militants, with one of
them saying terrorists who
carried out attacks in India did
not come from the Moon.
During a special debate of
the plenary of the European
Parliament on the situation in
Kashmir
on
Tuesday,
Czarnecki, the member of EU
Parliament and European
Conservatives and Reformists
Group in
“India is the greatest
democracy of the world. We
need to look at terrorist acts
that took place in India, Jammu
& Kashmir. These terrorists
didn’t land from the Moon.
They were coming from the
neighbouring country. We
should support India,” said
Czarnecki.
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olice have detained six persons for interrogation in
P
connection with the mysterious

murder of a nurse, whose body
had been found on the
Biluakhai riverbed in the district on Tuesday.
The Biridi police detained
them on Tuesday night and are
currently grilling them to crack
the murder mystery.
The body of nurse
Niharika Patra, a native of
Bhingarpur village of
Khordha district near
Bhubaneswar.
stuffed in a sack was
found on the riverbed near
Nuapari in Jagatsinghpur district on Tuesday morning.
Niharika, who was working as a staff nurse at a private
nursing home in Cuttack, was
missing since September 9.
Continued on Page 4
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PO CSO
C ourt
on
Wednesday convicted a person in the sensational rape and
murder case of a minor girl on
April 21, 2018 in Salepur in
Cuttack district. .
The court held accused
Mohammed Mustaque guilty
while the quantum of punishment would be pronounced on
Thursday.
Mustaque had raped the
six-year-old girl near a school at
a village under the Salepur
police station. Later, he had
also crushed her head with a
stone, leaving her critically
injured.

The victim had been
rescued by villagers and admitted to the SCB Medical College
Hospital in Cuttack, where she
succumbed to her injuries on
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person accused of rape of a
minor girl has been sentenced to 20 years of rigorous
imprisonment
(RI)
in
Kandhamal district.
Hearing the 2015 case, the
POCSO Court here convicted
the accused Dasarathi Sethi
alias Bulu under Sections 376D, 376(2)(I), 323 and 506 of IPC
and Sections 4 and 6 of
Protection of Children from
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n view of the rising Odia
population in the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), Union
Petroleum
Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan has
urged Union Civil Aviation
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri to
introduce a direct flight to-andfrom Bhubaneswar and Dubai.
“At present, Bhubaneswar
is connected internationally
with a direct flight to only one
destination, i.e. Bangkok. There
has been a long-pending
request from various quarters
for introducing a direct flight
from Bhubaneswar to Dubai in
the UAE,” Pradhan wrote to
Puri on Tuesday.
He mentioned that more
than 15,000 Odia people residing in different parts of the
UAE who are forced to undertake an indirect route for travelling to Odisha. The Odia
Society of the UAE had a meeting with the GM of the Air
India Middle-east and Africa

1XYd?Pc]PXZ?PaZc^WPeTf^a[SR[PbbUPRX[XcXTb

April 29,
The State Crime Branch was
probing the case after
designating it as a ‘Red Flag’ ?=BQ 17D10=4BF0A
one.
he authorities are planning makeover of all
parks in the State capital with
new facilities soon.
The design of the parks
would be changed by
November this year,
informed Housing & Urban
Development Minister
Pratap Jena. This has been
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. decided at a meeting conBesides being sentenced to vened for development and
undergo 20 years’ RI, the con- beautification of the city
vict was also slapped with a fine parks, he said.
As per the decision, all
of Rs 50,000 for the crime, failing which he would undergo six the parks including Biju
more months of RI. Patnaik Park and Indira
As per the court’s order, the fine Gandhi Park would have
will be paid to the victim as facilities like digital boards,
compensation. The court rec- sound systems, food courts,
ommended the case to the restaurants, cafeterias and
District Legal Services Authority ladies’ corners.
Measures would be
(DLSA), Phulbani, for awarding
taken to update the Biju
the compensation to the girl.

0c_aTbT]c1WdQ
XbR^]]TRcTS
X]cTa]PcX^]P[[h
fXcWPSXaTRc
U[XVWcc^^][h
STbcX]PcX^]XT
1P]VZ^Z
regarding viability of a direct
Air India flight between
Bhubaneswar and Dubai based
on favourable traffic data
between these destinations.
“Bhubaneswar has now
turned to be an educational,
healthcare, cultural and tourist
hub with rich potential for
medical tourism, cultural
tourism and educational
exchange
programmes.
Keeping in mind all these, I
request your personal intervention in launching a direct
flight between Bhubaneswar
and Dubai at the earliest for the
welfare of commuters,” wrote
Pradhan.

T

Patnaik Park as the country’s
best park providing all the
facilities of international
standard, an official source
said.
Besides, a yoga trainer
would be appointed for each
park. Saplings and bio fertilisers would be available at
all the parks for visitors. A
festival would be organised
by an event management
firm every week at the parks
and visitors would be
encouraged to participate
in various programmes like

S F^aZX]VW^dabRWP]VTSX]1WdQP]TbfPa
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he State Government has
come up with new guidelines
by changing the working hours
of the teachers posted in
Government schools in
Bhubaneswar.
As per the instructions
issued by the Block Education
Office (BEO) to the headmasters
of all types of schools in
Bhubaneswar, the teachers have
to stay seven hours a day at
schools. The working hours will
begin from 9.30 am and continue till 4.30 pm.
“No teacher is allowed to
leave school before 4.30 pm and
he has to come at 9.30 am,” the
notification stated.
Besides, the BEO under the
School and Mass Education
Department has instructed the
school authorities to display the
School Development Plans

(SDPs) and Student Success
Plans (SSPs) at the schools.
The BEO has also asked the
schools to instal filters for students and have mat in every
classroom.
The school authorities have
also been directed to maintain
a register when parents take their
children during class hours and
ensure to have a monitoring register to keep record of any official’s visit to school.
As per the new guidelines,
the teachers will have to be present during midday meal serving time and no teacher is
allowed to visit any other office
during the school hours.
The school authorities are
asked to take care of students and
practise them regularly to bag
Garima Award, failing which the
school will be proved as ‘defaulter’. Meanwhile, School & Mass
Education Minister Samir
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ST_Pac\T]cbX]R[dSX]V7TP[cWP]S5P\X[hFT[UPaT;PQ^daP]S
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yoga, music, art, theatre,
games, community gardening, poetry recitation and
awareness programmes.
The width of the road
inside a parks would be
extended up to 5-6 ft and
landscaping would be made
by registered agencies. The
project would be completed
by November 15, said
Bhubaneswar Development
Authority (BDA) ViceChairman Prem Chandra
Chaudhary.
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SXUUTaT]c\P]]TaPc:P[X]VP
7^b_XcP[B`dPaTWTaTaTRT]c[h
CaPUUXR32?BPVPaXZP=PcWP]S
WTacTP\PccT]STScWT_a^VaP\\TP]SbT]bXcXbTS_T^_[TPQ^dccWT
]TfcaPUUXRad[Tb8H0\T\QTabSXbcaXQdcTSZThRWPX]bP]S[TPU[Tcb
P]S_PbcTSbcXRZTab^]eTWXR[TbfXcWP\TbbPVT²8P\^QThX]V
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he State Government on
Wednesday opened three
T
camp offices in the city in a
Ranjan Dash on Wednesday
paid a surprise visit to the office
of Balianta Block Education
Officer (BEO) and took action
against the staffers who were
absent during the working hours.
The Minister found presence of only two employees at the
office at around 10.40 am. He
directed the BEO to issue showcause notices to the absent
staffers and deduction of one
day’s salary of these employees.
Dash later visited the
Nuapatna UP School and the
Pratap Sasan High School in the
area, where he checked the
attendance of teachers and interacted with students.

1WdQP]TbfPa)>SXbWP3P[Xc0SWXZPa<P]RWRT[TQaPcTScWT # cW
QXacWP]]XeTabPah^U?TaXhPa4E
AP\PbP\h8]SXP]b^RXP[
PRcXeXbcP]S_^[XcXRXP]fW^
bcPacTScWTBT[UATb_TRc
<^eT\T]cP]ScWT3aPeXSPa
:PiWPVP\6XeX]VcaXQdcTbc^
?TaXhPa<P]RW_aTbXST]c
<P]Pb9T]Pb_^ZT^]cWT[XUT
P]SXSTP[b^U?TaXhPa0\^]V^cWTabU^a\TaPS\X]XbcaPc^a:P[PhP]
APh>SXbWP2^\\d]Xbc?Pach_aTbXST]c0YThPA^dc0P\0PS\X
?PachBcPcTR^]eT]^a=XbWXZP]cP<^WP_PcaP<P]RWPSeXb^a
<PSWdbdSP]HPSPe9PY_daSXbcaXRc_aTbXST]cAPYTbW9T]P1^dSW
SXbcaXRc_aTbXST]cBdaTbWAPYWP]b;TRcdaTaAPVWd]PcW<P]SP[
1P]bWXSWPa?PaXSPP]SBWaX]PcW9T]PaT\T\QTaTS?TaXhPa³b
R^]caXQdcX^]X]b^RXP[aTU^a\PcX^]?aPbWP]c<P[[XRZST[XeTaTSP
e^cT^UcWP]Zb

bid to decrease the rush at the
RTOs and streamline the
issuance of driving licences to
the applicants.
The offices are functioning at the Bhubaneswar
Municipal Corporation head
office Office at Kalpana
Square; BMC Ward Office in
Saheed Nagar and BMC Zonal
Office
at
Nalco
Square.Learning Licences will
be issued at the centres from
September 18 to 21 between
10 am and 5 pm. There would
be no ‘slot booking’ system at
the camp offices. Instead, ‘first
come, first serve’ procedure
would be implemented at
these centres.
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Sri Sri Ravi Shankar is
also scheduled to preside
over an integrated health
summit and a special convocation, where Herman
De Croo, former Belgian
Member of Parliament,
would be honoured with
Honoris Causa Honorary ?=BQ 17D10=4BF0A
D.Litt. for his contribution
towards politics, law and
he Badagada police have arrestsocial welfare, said another
ed the owner of a real estate firm
release issued by the district on the charge of raping a married
administration here.
woman on the pretext of a job inter-

!]SbdRWX]RXST]cX]
RXchfXcWX]PR^d_[T
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L

ifetime president of Sri
Sri University Sri Sri
Ravi Shankar arrived here
on Wednesday on a fourday visit to the State.
During his visit, the
founder of the Art of Living
would lay foundation of a
Sri Sri College of Ayurvedic
Science and Research
Hospital in the university
campus here on Saturday.

Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik and Health
Minister Naba Kishore Das
would grace the ceremony,
said a Press release issued
by the university.

T

view.
The accused was identified as
Debashish Samantaray (37), a resident of Kedar Gouri Vihar in the city.
Sources said Samantray had
asked the woman to visit his office
at Kedar Gouri Vihar for the job
interview. But when she went there,
she was allegedly raped.
Samantaray also threatened the
woman of dire consequences if she
divulged the matter to anyone.Later,
the victim lodged a police complaint

in this connection on September 15
at the Badagada police station.
Acting on the complaint, a police
team conducted a raid and nabbed
the accused, who was forwarded to
court on Wednesday.
Notably a couple of weeks ago,
another woman job aspirant had
been raped in a hotel in the Kalpana
Square area under the Badagada
police station in the city by the
branch head of a finance
company.

Sir,
Since three days I have
been visiting several vehicle
emission checking centres in
Bhubaneswar and seeing long
queues of vehicles, both two
and four-wheelers, going for
emission testing. The heavy
rush may be primarily because
of the new traffic rules which
I wholeheartedly welcome.
I want every vehicle driver
not only to keep all documents perfect but also to follow

traffic rules carefully and drive
with caution avoiding accidents.
Also, I request, through
this column, all vehicle owners,
both two and four-wheelers, to
cover the half portion of the
high beam lights with black
paint to avoid dazzling lights
during night time to prevent
accidents.
K Ravi, E-237, GGP
Colony, Bhubaneswar-751025,
Mob: 4374616497
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micus Curiae Ranjit
Kumar and Solicitor
A
General Tushar Mehta have
expressed great satisfaction
over the Odisha Government's
eviction and reconstruction
drive in Puri to make it a
world-class heritage centre.
They have approved the facelift
initiative as absolutely in public interest and keeping with
law. Both legal experts visited
the
temple,
met
Shankarachar ya
Swami
Nischalananda Saraswati and
Gajapati Maharaja Dibyasingh
Deb. They also consulted the
temple managing committee
enquired to know that the
people too supported the drive.
When the temple construction was completed sometime in the 13th century, the
population of the entire Indian
subcontinent was less than 150
million. India may have had
120 million people then by logical conclusion and Odisha
may have had around 4 million.
Puri may have been home to
only 5 thousand inhabitants as
there was not much facility
available other than related to
temple service. As aural histo-

ry would have it, there were
only monasteries and mutts
established by the monarchs to
extend hospitality to pilgrims.
The most luxurious mode of
transport then was horse carts
mainly owned by the royal
families and the rich. For commoners, the bullock cart was
the most-coveted transport
mode, or else travel by foot. No
wonder, Puri town was planned
with roads for horse and bullock carts to cater a maximum
5 hundred thousand people
across a year including the
Car Festival.
The average daily footfall
until the 1970s never exceeded 3-5 thousand. It would stun
most people to know that the
population of India in the
Nabakalebara year of 1977 was
only 630 million, half of today.
Until the early eighties, before
live telecast happened and the
ISKCON popularised the
Jagannath culture all over the
planet, the Car Festivals did not
even have enough visitors to
pull the Raths away to a mere
3-km destination. One would
witness on the morrow hapless
police personnel pulling the
cars from the mid-road locations. Interestingly, the Gajapati
whose specific title has been

drawn and derived from owning elephant-borne soldiers,
does not have one elephant in
his service today. A couple of
elephants had always been
prized possession of the
monarch until the early 1970s,
who would be pressed to the
service of joining the police
personnel in pulling the chariots to the Gundicha Temple.
So, everybody is in trouble
today for lack of space and safe
traffic management in Puri,
which is the foremost shrine
city among the Hindu destinations. And because of the disproportionately rising number of visitors, it has been suffering heavily on space and
traffic management fronts.
Naveen Patnaik, himself
an ardent devotee of Lord

Jagannath, took a bold decision
of making Puri universally
attractive by having the location fittingly revamped with
sensitively-planned facelift
moves after a couple of judicial
commissions placed reports
and several court rulings on
PILs came into hands. People
must realise that the times of
today have undergone a sea
change. More than the pilgrims, tourists and healthseekers have chosen Puri as a
desired destination. More and
more outsiders have set up
home in Puri. Thus, Puri has a
whopping population of at
least 6 lakh locals and a daily
floating one of another 2 lakh.
That turns the Puri of horse
carts, bullock carts horrendously difficult to manage traffic and huge crowd of today
involving at least 2,000 motor
cars, 5,000 two-wheelers and
countless cacophonous autorickshaws.
There is big talk by mindless, uneducated elements
about Puri being turned into a
world-class heritage centre by
putting people into jeopardy
due to eviction and displacement, which is grossly wrong.
A uniquely massive special
package for rehabilitation and

resettlement of affected individuals and institutions has
been brought in place already.
No one is truly going to suffer
materially; in fact, all stand to
gain immensely on the monetary front. There will of course
be some sentimental issues for
a few, but for the greater good
of the society, people should
give up sentiments.
The comprehensive package focuses on almost all stakeholders as it includes immediate as well as resettlement assistance in multiple layers that
would benefit not only residents but also shopping establishments, lodges and vendors.
For residential units, according
to the special package, a relocation allowance of Rs 50,000
per family towards expenses of
transportation and other
immediate arrangements will
be given apart from Rs 10,000per-month assistance from the
date of acquisition of the property till handing over of a residential unit/resettlement plot
to the displaced family. The
space losers will be compensated at several times the market price, which is kind of a
‘dream come true' thing for
mutt custodians. The Mahant
Ramanuja Mutt, ‘MR Mutt' in

short, called ‘Emar Mutt' by the
ignorant locals, is going to
benefit the most. It will have a
modern, attractive structure
attracting all to go around
soon. More importantly, the literally damaged, rundown
Raghunandan Library, forgotten and ignored since long, is
now to rise in resurrection. The
self-proclaimed heritage
activists and opponents may
not have visited the library once
in the last two decades. Political
crooks and headless rebels,
including a few from the legal
community, have been screaming hoarse against the laudable
facelift initiative only with a
view to remaining in news.
Even the Shankaracharya
seems to know nothing about
restoring heritage and past
glory. Most importantly, no
mutt and monastery will lose
“gaadis” at all. A fantastic redevelopment plan is in place to
reconstruct and restore the
heritage component of all ageold mutts that’s connected with
the main shrine and has much
to do with mass sentiments.
What is not discussed by
detractors is that most mutts
had badly disintegrated to
pitiable wrecks of the original
shapes and sizes. Thugs had

encroached most space and
were reaping huge financial
benefits without sharing even
a little to restore the heritage
structures. In fact, the mutts are
now with enough cash to being
back the structural glory in
modern form and pursue religious matters better than ever
before.
Affected families can opt
for a one-time assistance of Rs
30 lakh or go for 520-square
foot unit within 1.5 km of the
temple complex, or a 1,000-sqft
plot within two km. For shop
owners, a relocation allowance
of Rs 50,000 per unit is given
for transportation. Shops
between 200 and 500-sqft size,
variable monthly rental assistance of Rs 5000, Rs 10,000 and
Rs 15,000 are being given from
the date of acquisition of property until new spaces are handed over.
Similarly, lodging houses
over more and less than 3,000
sqft are given relocation
allowance of Rs 10 lakh and Rs
5 lakh, respectively, for transportation and immediate livelihood. Besides, lodging units
will be paid a monthly support
assistance of Rs 25 per sqft
from the date of acquisition of
property for 18 months. A

lodge owner can also opt for
onetime assistance of Rs 2,000
per sqft built-up area. Lodge
owners can also opt for allotment of one resettlement plot
each towards development of
new units within 300 metre on
either side of the Grand Road.
Most uniquely, every lodge
owner will be provided with a
construction assistance of Rs
750 per sqft. Besides, affected
street vendors will also be provided a onetime assistance of
Rs 30,000.
Naveen, with his extremely capable administrators, has
planned so well for making
Puri enormously attractive as to
be the envy of the rest of the
regimes in India. It would be
appropriate to mention his 5T
Secretar y V Karthikeyan
Pandian, an otherwise shy,
low-profile, God-fearing guy
who is glued to the job like a
general in war field, and monitoring the facelift activities
24x7 only to ensure no single
person is affected adversely
due to the drive. A chance conversation with him, though
very brief, revealed his noblest
of designs in the service of the
Lord whose only desire is to see
every living creature happy!
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he National Aluminium
Company Limited (Nalco)
has once again brought cheer
in the stock market by declaring record dividend payout of
Rs 1,072.73 crore which is an
increase from 114 per cent in
2017-18 to 115 per cent in
2018-19, which works out to
Rs 5.75 per equity share of Rs
5 each.
This is the highest divi-

dend payout since the inception of the company in 1981.
Till 2018-19, a total of Rs
32,886 crore towards taxes,
duties, royalties, dividend etc
was given to the Central
Government (Rs 25,917 crore)
and the State Government (Rs
6,969 crore).
Speaking on the sidelines
of the 38th AGM on
Wednesday, Nalco CMD Dr
Tapan Kumar Chand attributed the success to team work,

strong cost focus and strategic
planning.
“Year 2018-19 has been an
extremely rewarding year for
the Nalco on all fronts. We
have not only excelled in mak-

ing production, profit, productivity and people engagement, we have also made
exemplary contribution in promoting and putting focus on
nature, nurture and future.

Sustainability has now become
a part of our key business
processes, empathy and core of
our CSR practices,” said Dr
Chand.
The company also

achieved best performance in
a decade making Rs earning
1,732 crore net profit, a growth
of 29 per cent over previous
year
The Central PSU is credited to be the lowest cost producer of alumina in the world
consecutively for the last four
years, lowest cost producer of
bauxite in the world in 2018,
one of the top three CPSEs
with
highest
net
foreign exchange earnings and
its domestic market share in
aluminium has increased to
24.3 per cent in FY 2018-19
against 21.1 per cent in previous year.
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he National Human
Rights
C ommission
(NHRC) has sought an
action-taken report (ATR)
from the Angul district
Collector on the highhandedness and misbehaviour by
cops of the Nalco police station. The Collector was
directed to submit the report
within four weeks.
The NHRC passed the
order taking cognisance of a
petition filed by civil society
organisation Human Rights

Watch secretar y Sangita
Swain.
In her petition Swain
alleged that on August 18,
2019 a poor woman was beaten up by her husband. When
she went to the Nalco PS ,Sub
Inspectors Anupama Patra
and
Sanghamitra
Sathpathy told her to come
later.
Later, when two journalists Samir Sahoo and Nipu
Bhutia went to the police station on her behalf in a bid to
help her, the Sub- Inspectors
threatened them in presence
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he Upakula Bikash
T
Parishad (UBP), a sociocultural organisation functioning in 10 coastal districts of
Odisha, held its third general
meeting at Sasanapada near
Alipingala here on Tuesday
Representatives of the
organisation discussed several
problems and demanded that
the State Government form a

‘Coastal District Bikash
Parishad’ like the Western
Odisha Bikash Parishad for
undertaking developmental
works in the coastal region.
A memorandum would be
submitted to Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik in this regards,
they said. Among others, UBP
leaders Sasibhusan Parida,
Nrusingha Barik, Saroj Nayak,
Arta Pati, Aruna Acharya, Ajay
Jena, Youtiranjan Parida and
Birabar Dalei were present.

of IIC Geetanjali Sahoo of
dire consequences.
They even lodged blatant
false case (No. 89/ 2019)
against the journalist duo
despite them writing to the
Angul SP about the matter.
Swain prayed to the commission to initiate criminal
proceedings against the concerned officials for misutilising their power and troubling
the journalists who are working for larger public interest
and compensate Rs 5 lakh
each for the mental harassment.
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he OP Jindal Global
University (JGU) has been
recognised as an “Institution of
Eminence” by the Union
Ministry of Human Resource
Development and has entered
into a select list of top 10 private
institutions in the country.This
was announced in New Delhi on
Wednesday. Chancellor Naveen
Jindal said, ‘I am immensely
pleased with the recognition of
JGU as an Institution of
Eminence. I would like to thank
the Ministry of HRD for recognising our efforts to provide
world class education in India.
JGU will create new opportunities for empowering the youth of
India and the world. The recognition in a decade of its existence
is a tribute to the outstanding
contribution of its faculty, students and staff. It heralds a new
era in our journey towards
nation-building”.

<^cXeTQTWX]SRaX\T
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n yet another incident of the
deteriorating law and order
situation in the district, a medicine trader was shot dead by
unidentified miscreants near
Hatia village under the
Marshaghai police station in
the district on Wednesday.
The deceased was identified as Gagan Sahu of
Manikunda village. He was on
his way on a two-wheeler when
two bike-borne miscreants

fired at Sahu.
Locals, who were working
in the nearby farmland, immediately rushed Sahu to the
Marshaghai Government hospital, where he was declared
brought dead by doctors.
A case was registered at
Marshaghai police station in
the matter and a probe was
underway, a police official said.
The motive behind the
murder was yet to be ascertained. The body would be
handed over to the family after
postmortem, police said.
The incident has triggered
panic among the business community in the area.
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h i e f
Minister
Naveen Patnaik
on Wednesday
appointed
senior BJD
leader Subash
Chouhan as
Chairman of the Western
Odisha Development Council
(WODC).The post was vacant
since last incumbent Chairman
Kishore Chandra Mohanty was
elected to the State Assembly in
the last elections.

5DYHQVKDZ(QJGHSDUWPHQW
EDWFKDOXPQLPHHWKHOG
?=BQ 2DCC02:

he third meeting of the
alumni of Ravenshaw
T
College PG Department of
English 1975-batch was held
here recently and made honest
introspection regarding the
realisation of pledges and
promises made to the life of the
institution, established over
more than one and a half centuries ago.
Department HOD Dr
Sambit Panigrahi welcomed
the alumni members describing their assemblage as a spiritual homecoming to their second home.
Alumni members opined
that the Ravenshaw College
should also have its distinctive
identity apart from the present
Ravenshaw
University,
although every one welcomed
the metamorphosis of the college into a varsity.
It was resolved that the
alumni shall extend all possi-

8=1A845
1´60A7E8;;064AB674A0>3<>55824>??>B4B18B785C8=6

1PaVPaW)<^aTcWP]!_T^_[T^U
1dVQdVPeX[[PVTd]STa0ccPQXaPQ[^RZ
^]FTS]TbSPhbcPVTSP
ST\^]bcaPcX^]X]Ua^]c^UcWT1PaVPaW
2^[[TRc^aPcTX]_a^cTbcPVPX]bcbWXUcX]V
^UcWTB181aP]RWUa^\cWTXaeX[[PVT
CWThbT]cP\T\^aP]Sd\X]cWXb
aTVPaSc^2WXTU<X]XbcTa=PeTT]
?PcP]PXZcWa^dVWcWTSXbcaXRc2^[[TRc^a<?BdaTbW?dYWPaXRP\Tc^cWT
b_^cP]SPbbdaTScWT\cWPcWTf^d[SaT`dTbccWTB18WXVWTa
PdcW^aXcXTbc^fXcWSaPfcWTSTRXbX^]CWTB181dVQdVP1aP]RWfPb
X]PdVdaPcTSQhcWT2WXTU<X]XbcTacWa^dVWeXST^R^]UTaT]RX]V^]
9P]dPah!%! #

!384%2A8C820;0BCAD2:78CBE0=8=:4>=970A

:T^]YWPa)Cf^_Tab^]bSXTSP]SbXg^cWTabbdbcPX]TSRaXcXRP[X]YdaXTb
fWT]PcadRZWXcPeP]QhfWXRWcWThfTaTcaPeT[[X]V^]=7!]TPa
<PabWP_P[2WWPZX]0]P]SP_da^UcWTSXbcaXRc^]CdTbSPh]XVWcCWT
eP]RPaahX]V _Tab^]bUa^\6PhPX]1XWPac^6d]PSXbcaXRc^U
<PSWhP?aPSTbWfPbWXcQhcWTcadRZUa^\aTPafWT]XcfPb_PaZTS^]
a^PSbXST5XaTBTaeXRTb_Tab^]]T[aTPRWTScWTb_^caTbRdTScWTeXRcX\b
P]SPS\XccTScWTX]YdaTSc^cWT0]P]SP_daBdQ3XeXbX^]P[7^b_XcP[

<0=5>D=334038=F4;;*:8=BDB?42C5>D;?;0H

0]Vd[)0\P]fPbU^d]SSTPSX]\hbcTaX^dbRXaRd\bcP]RTbX]P]
PQP]S^]TSfT[[Pc=PcPSPeX[[PVTd]STacWT0]Vd[_^[XRTbcPcX^]^]
FTS]TbSPh\^a]X]V7TfPbXST]cXUXTSPb?P]RWd"$7TWPSV^]T
\XbbX]VbX]RTCdTbSPhTeT]X]VEX[[PVTabb_^ccTSWXbQ^ShU[^PcX]VX]
cWTfT[[P]SX]U^a\TSWXbUP\X[hP]S_^[XRT?^[XRTaTPRWTScWTb_^c
aTR^eTaTScWTQ^ShP]SbT]cXcU^a_^bc\^acT\CWTSTRTPbTS³bUP\X[h
\T\QTabbdb_TRcTScWPcWTfPb\daSTaTSP]SWXbQ^ShfPbSd\_TS
X]cWTfT[[

8=41A80C43<0=:8;;BF8548=10;4BF0A

1P[TbfPa)0"$hTPa^[S\P]cWaPbWTSWXbfXUTc^STPcWX]P]
X]TQaXPcTSbcPcTX]cWT:WP]cP_PaPPaTP^]CdTbSPh]XVWcCWTX]RXST]c
^RRdaaTSPcCT]cd[XPeX[[PVTCWTPRRdbTSfPbXST]cXUXTSPb1WPaPc
BX]VWfW^ZX[[TSWXbfXUT1PbP]cX"PUcTacPZX]V[X`d^aCWTbXbcTa^U
cWTSTRTPbTS[^SVTSPR^\_[PX]cfXcW_^[XRT°FTaTPRWTScWTeX[[PVT
P]SbTXiTScWTQ^ShCWTPRRdbTSR^]UTbbTSc^cWTRaX\T0RPbTWPb
QTT]aTVXbcTaTSPVPX]bcWX\d]STaBTRcX^]"!\daSTa^U8?2±bPXS
_^[XRT

3AD=:<0=CA0<?;431H4;4?70=C8=BD=30A60A7

A^daZT[P)0$hTPa^[S\P]fPbcaP\_[TSc^STPcWQhPcdbZTaPc
3T^QWdQP]_daeX[[PVTd]STacWTDYP[_da5^aTbcAP]VTX]Bd]SPaVPaW
SXbcaXRc[PcT^]CdTbSPh]XVWcfWT]WTfPbb[TT_X]VPccWTeTaP]SPW^U
WXbW^dbTX]P]X]TQaXPcTSR^]SXcX^]CWTT[T_WP]c[XUcTSWX\fXcWXcb
cad]ZP]SRadbWTSWX\c^STPcW^]cWTb_^c7TfPbXST]cXUXTSPb
3WPa^1Pa[PCWT_PRWhSTa\P[b^Qa^ZTcWTfP[[^UcWTW^dbT1TX]V
X]U^a\TSU^aTbc^UUXRXP[baTPRWTScWTb_^cP]SaTR^eTaTScWTQ^Sh

6>>3BCA08=34A08;B8=970ABD6D30

9WPabdVdSP)0R^P[[PST]UaTXVWccaPX]STaPX[TS]TPa;PWP]SPQdSX]
9WPabdVdSPSXbcaXRc^]FTS]TbSPh0fPV^]^UcWTV^^SbcaPX]fT]c
^UUcaPRZ^]cWT1Pbd]SWPaP9WPabdVdSPaPX[fPh[X]TPcPa^d]S&P\
RPdbX]VcWTSTaPX[\T]cCWTcaPX]fPb^]XcbfPhc^9WPabdVdSPUa^\
1Pbd]SWPaPX]Bd]SPaVPaWSXbcaXRcAPX[fPh^UUXRXP[baTPRWTScWTb_^c
P]SX]XcXPcTSTUU^acbc^aTbc^aT]^a\P[RhX]cWTa^dcTPbaPX[caPUUXRfPb
PUUTRcTSPUcTacWTX]RXST]c0aT[XTUcaPX]fPb_aTbbTSX]c^bTaeXRTU^a
aTP[XV]\T]cP]SP_a^QTfPb^aSTaTSX]c^cWT\XbWP_

?HC7>=CA0??438=58B78=6=4CA4B2D435A><?>=3

ble help to the department
that takes a lead for enumerating a total list of alumni of
Ravenshaw by contacting all
those who are alive till date.
An atmosphere of retrospective reverie was palpably
noticeable during the meet. It
was announced that the next
meet would be hosted by alumni Rabi Nanda on December 1
at the venue at the OAS
Officers’ Association in
Bhubaneswar.
The entire meet of the
alumni was spearheaded by the

untiring efforts of the visiting
Prof Dr Bhagawat Nath along
with the effective coordination
and contact by Prof Sourav
Udgata and Prof Santosh Bez.
Among others, IndoAnglican poet Raju Samal, Prof
Manjushri Diivedi, Prof
Sulochana Das Roy, Ashok
Das, Ravi Singh, Bijay Mania,
Prof Sachitananda Tripathy,
Arabinda Panigrahi, senior
journalist
Sugyan
Choudhury and former IAS
officer Rabi Nanda were present.
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he Hotel and Restaurant
Association of Odisha
(HRAO) on Wednesday urged
the Union Government to boost
tourism infrastructure and hotel
industry so that people become
interested to move as tourists
within the country and, thereby,
the outgo of foreign exchange
can be contained.

Addressing the 4 th Odisha
Tourism Conclave, inaugurated
by Governor Prof Ganeshi Lal,
HRAO chairman JK Mohanty
made this suggestion to the
Government in the presence of
Union Petroleum and Natural
Gas and Steel Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, Tourism
Minister Jyoti Prakash Panigrahi
and Ministry of Tourism
Additional DG Rupinder Brar,

among others
“All countries are trying to
take more Indian tourists. Last
year, Thailand had 22 per cent
growth in Indian tourists,
Maldives achieved 96.4 per cent
growth, Dubai 13 per cent, Japan
14.6 per cent and Australia witness 12 per cent growth in its
tourism inflow from India. India
has been in the top 10 source
markets of major tourist destinations of South East Asia,” said
Mohanty.
He suggested that in order to
give a faster boost to the growth
of tourism industry and infrastructure every department of
the Government must be
involved in allocating funds.

Further, GST of 28 per cent
charged on rooms above Rs
7,500 fails India to compete in
the international tourism market
specially in South East Asia
where the taxes are low and
hotels are cheaper in places like
Thailand, Singapore, Malaysia,
China, Hong Kong etc, he said.

Mohanty said although
Odisha has a huge tourism
potential, compared with its
neighbouring States, it has the
lowest tourist traffic in eastern
India with the lowest number of
star category hotels.
“We urge the Union
Minister for air connectivity

with Jeypore under the UDAN
Scheme, to include Sun Temple,
Konark and the Buddhist circuit
under the Iconic destination list
and to construct 480-km coastal
highway and a ring road around
the Chilika Lake,” demanded
Mohanty.
He suggested to the State
Government to establish a
Tourism Development Board
for monitoring continuous
tourism infrastructure development, including game parks,
water sports in lines with the
Disney World or Essel World.
He said there should be
direct flights to-and-fro Biju
Patnaik International Airport
and Kuala Lumpur.
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onstruction and technology god Viswakarma’s Puja
C
has begun at more than 20
places at this port town from
Tuesday. The celebrations will
continue till September 22 with
cultural programmes.
Mainly, trade unions,
truck owners’ associations and
industrial units are celebrating
the Viswakarma Puja. They
include Jagatsinghpur District
Truck Owners’ Association,
Baba Biswanath Jagatsinghpur
District Dumper Owners’
Association, Eastern India Oil
Refinery Workers’ Union,
whose president is eminent
trade union leader and BJD
State secretary Santosh Kumar

Pattnaik.
Besides, Paradip Truck
Owners’
Association,
Jagannath Truck Owners’
Association, Odisha Marine
Fish Producers’ Association,
Paradip Youth Development
Council, Erasama Paradip
Industrial Workers’ Union,
PPT Marine Department, PHD
Department and Port Electrical
Department are also celebrating the Puja.
The immersion of idols
will take place on September
22. For law and order purpose,
nine 9 platoons of police force,
including 45 officers and civil
dressed police personnel are
deployed in the town. All Puja
Mandaps have installed CCTV
cameras.
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n August 28, when Jaga
and Kalia underwent the
first stage surgery for 25 hours
at AIIMS, New Delhi, the
whole State of Odisha rejoiced
and so did the country. The
second stage of separation
was performed some days
later.
The surgery was labeled as
a “medical achievement” and
was well covered in all the
newspapers across the country.
But what is less known is
that Prof Katsumi Takizawa, a
world-renowned neurosur-

geon from Japan, performed
the ‘most vital’ operation,
“vascular venous anastomosis”,
which was the most important
component of the surgery.
Prof Takizawa hails from
Hokkaido, Japan and is the
Head, Department of
Neurosurgery, at the Japanese
Red Cross Asahikawa
Hospital.
He is recognized world
over for his skill in ability to
perform “Brain vascular
bypass”. He has given lectures
all over the world and has
trained several surgeons all
over the world.

“Vascular bypass” or
“Brain blood vessel bypass”
involves joining and suturing
blood vessels in the brain
under microscope which is an
extremely complex and difficult process.
Still more difficult is the
ability to suture veins, which
are even more difficult. Unlike
heart bypass, the blood vessels
in brain are barely 1 mm in
diameter and only a few surgeons world over possess the
skill to do this surgery.
Jaga and Kalia shared
common venous channels and
Prof Takizawa was specially
invited to separate the blood
supply of both the children by
performing “venous bypass”.
Only a few surgeons across

globe can perform such small
and delicate vein to vein anastomosis (joining).
This most difficult surgery
involved Prof Takizawa to perform this surgery for over 20
long hours without stopping
even once for a sip of water or
food. The surgery started at 8
am in the morning and Prof
Takizawa remained scrubbed
for surgery till the next day 3
am! What is more remarkable
is that following surgery, he
even went for giving a class for
students at 8 am after just
catching a few hours of sleep!
And Prof Takizawa did all
this without any consultation
charges or fees. All he was provided was tickets for travel and
stay, sources said.

Prof Takizawa was invited
to give a Special Oration at the
19th Annual Congress of
Cerebrovascular Society of
India
held
here
at
Bhubaneswar
from
September13 to 15.
Even though he could not
come personally due to a sudden unavoidable personal
tragedy, he mentioned his role
in the surgery of Jaga and Balia
in his oration through web.
Prof Takizawa talked at length
about the critical surgery along
with detailed videos of surgery
done at AIIMS, New Delhi
through web conference from
Japan and made the entire
audience spellbound.
The Society Executive
Members thanked Prof

Takizawa profusely for his
tremendous contribution and
announced the honor for him
with a Silver Plaque and
thanked him for his rich contribution to the field of neurosurgery.
Prof Dr Hirotoshi Sano of
Fujita Health University, Japan,
who was attending the conference was handed over the
plaque, who talked to him on
phone and received the plaque
on his behalf.
Now it is high time that
Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik, who took so much
care of Jaga and Kalia, should
invite the hidden Japanese
hand, who did the most critical surgery and honor him in
a befitting way.
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nion Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra
Sing h
U
Shekhawat will come on a
visit to t he St ate on
September 21. He would
deliberate on abrogation of
Article 270 and 35 (A) at a
seminar to be held at Hotel
Marrion here at 10.30 am on
the same day.
BJP
St ate
sp okesp ers on
G ola k
Mohapatra informed this on
Wednesday.
Sekhawat would tell the
gathering about changes
made in the lifestyle of residents of Jammu and
Kashmir post nullification of
the two Ar ticles of the
C onstitution,
said
Mohapatra.

?=BQ 17D10=4BF0A

A

convocation ceremony of
the National Institute of
Fashion Technology (NIFT),
Bhubaneswar was held here
on Tuesday where degrees
were awarded to as many as
185 graduating students of the
class of 2019.
Union Minister Pratap
Chandra
Sarangi,
Bhubaneswar North MLA
Sushant Kumar Rout and IIM
Sambalpur Director Prof
Mahadeo Jaiswal attended as
guests.
Sarangi said, “When the

country is celebrating the
150th anniversary of the
Mahatma, the symbol of sustainability, the NIFT campus
brings pride to the State by
being registered as the world’s
first sustainable fashion campus”.
NIFT Director Dr Binaya
Bhusan Jena presented the
annual academic report. The
ceremony got extended by
the administration of oath to
the graduates by NIFT Dean
Shantmanu.
The ‘NIFT Student of the
Year’ award was given to
Agrima Singh of Bachelor of
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he Odisha Milk Farmers’
Association (OMFA) held a
T
meeting here on Wednesday
under the leadership of its
chairman Rabi Behera and
demanded that the State
Government
provide
Minimum Support Price
(MSP) of Rs 30 per litre of milk.
Behera said Milk Moo and
Pragati dairies are providing Rs
28.50 and Rs 28.85, respectively, to the farmers from
September 1. But the farmers
who are providing milk to the
Omfed are getting Rs 26.10
since 2014.
He said that during a farmers’ convention held recently,

7X]SP[R^X]39B8[Xbc
aTR^V]XbTSU^aV^eTa]P]RT
b^RXP[VaTT]X]XcXPcXeTb

the association had submitted
memorandum
to
the
Agriculture and Cooperation
Minister and the Agriculture
Production Commissioner had
assured that the Government is
sympathetic towards the milk
farmers’ demand. But even as
a week has passed, no step has

been taken to provide the right
price to the farmers yet, Behera
added.
The members also said the
Omfed has increased the price
of cattle feed from Rs 16 to Rs
20.58, but the Omfed and the
Government have been
neglecting the milk farmers
since years.The association
threatened that if its demand is
not fulfiled in two days, the
farmers would resort to agitation and would be force to spill
milk on roads.
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n the allegation of acquisition
of assets disproportionate to
O
the known sources of income by
Rameswar Mahala, Deputy
General Manager, Narasinghpur
Electrical Grid under EHT
Construction Division, CDA,
Bidanasi, Cuttack, the Vigilance
sleuths conducted raids on
Wednesday at different locations
and traced his assets worth Rs
1,36,53,112.
The locations raided include
his residential building at
Padmapur, Jajpur Road, Jajpur,
house at native village Bada
Dangua, Mayurbhanj, office room
at Electrical Grid, Cuttack, rented
house at CDA, Cuttack and house
of relatives at Raj Barahampur,
Baleswar.His assets include one
four-storied building, two numbers of plots, three motor cycles,
deposits in different banks and
insurance companies, gold ornaments, cash and household articles.

0&/DWYLJ\DQPHODZLQV
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Fashion Technolog y and
NIFT Extraordinary Service
Award to Sampriti Singha
Babu
of
Fashion
Communication.
?=BQ 17D10=4BF0A

he Hindalco Industries
Limited has made its entry
T
in the 2019 edition of the S and
P Dow Jones Sustainability
Indices (DJSI).
The metals flagship of the
$48.3-billion Aditya Birla
Group, Hindalco has been
recognised for its success in
governance, social and environmental initiatives and is
the only aluminium manufacturer from India to be included in the list this year.
The DJSI is a global stan-

dard for measuring and
advancing
corporate
Environmental, Social, and
Governance (ESG) practices.
With DJSI inclusion, the
Hindalco is now one of 98
companies in the Emerging
Markets Index. It is one of 12
companies from India to make
to the list. The DJSI score
places Hindalco among the
world’s top three aluminium
companies.
“Ï am proud that Hindalco
has successfully met the stringent criteria of DJSI,” said company MD Satish Pai.
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hile the first prize for
"Exemplary Exhibit"
W
attracting visitors at the 8th
Bhopal Vigyan Mela was presented to BrahMos displaying
models of different balastic
missiles, the MCL was awarded for its "Exemplary Exhibit"
showcasing opencast coalmining operations through work-
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initiative
an aim to go
Asandpartwithof digital
paperless in office working
with promoting Green
Railways and also improving
transparency and efficiency of
the existing official work system, the East Coast Railway
(ECoR) has started e-Office
System which would be a part

of the national e-governance
programme.
ECoR General Manager
Vidya Bhushan inaugurated
an NIC e-Office System at its
headquarters here on
Wednesday in presence of
Additional General Manager
Sudhir Kumar and all Principal
Heads of the Departments.
The system will be a great
platform towards paperless

working of day to day activities
and to bring transparency &
efficiency in office functioning.
It is based on Central
Secretariat Manual of e-Office
Procedure (CSMeOP).
The e-Office will enhance
data security and integrity and
promote innovation by releasing staff energy and time from
unproductive process and procedures.

ing models of HEMMs.
A team of Lajkura OCP of
MCL's Ib Valley Area displayed mining operations in
the exhibit.
It was a proud moment to
see sister subsidiaries WCL,
Nagpur and NCL, Singrauli
also winning 1st and 2nd
prizes, respectively, in the
industrial category for displaying their innovations.
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From Page 1
A missing complaint in
this regard had been lodged by
her family at the Madhupatna
police station in Cuttack.
The family suspected that
Niharika had eloped with her
boyfriend, namely Raja, whose

"!X]T[XVXQ[T
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From Page 1
He further clarified that the
State Government has nothing
to hide. Whenever such a huge
scheme is launched, there is
always two to four per cent
error. In case of KALIA

6&IXPHVDW
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From Page 1
He told the Bench, also
comprising justices MR Shah
and BR Gavai, that law of tort,
which deals with civil wrong
and its liabilities thereof, is not
developed and practiced in the
country and though the magistrates have jurisdiction, not a
single case has been registered
suo motu (on its own) on such
incidents.
“A case cannot be filed
against people who are sweeping the streets or cleaning sewers. Cases should be filed against
the supervisory officers and
authorities who are responsible
for such works as they have collected taxes from the citizens for
this,” the Attorney General said.
The Bench remarked, “This
is the most inhuman way to
treat a human being”.
“It is the most uncivilized
and inhuman situation where
the people are losing their lives
in gas chambers without any
masks or oxygen cylinders,” the

Prizes were presented by
chief guest at valedictory session former Governor Tripura
& Haryana Kaptan Singh
Solanki and MP Minister
Pachayati Raj & Grameen
Vikas Kamleshwar Patel.
The
four-day-long
exhibition attracted a large
number of school/engineering
college
students
of
Bhopal.
whereabouts are yet to be
ascertained. After her body’s
recovery from the river bed, the
family has alleged that she was
murdered by Raja.
The Jagatsinghpur SDPO
said police have sent the
deceased’s body for postmortem and are questioning a
number of people to unearth
the truth. Since it is a sensational case, many people are
saying different things. But
they have not detained anyone
yet.
scheme, the rate of error is only
‘0.62 per cent’.
“So, when the margin of
error is only 0.62 per cent, the
scheme is termed as a scam; it
is politically motivated,” said
Deb.
Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik told reporters
that the KALIA money paid to
ineligible persons would be
collected from them.
Bench said, adding, “You have
to take care of people. People are
dying everyday due to this”.
“All the human beings are
equal and when they are equal
you should provide them equal
opportunities as mandated
under the Constitution. You are
not even providing them an
equal chance and they are not
been given the basic facilities to
even clean themselves,” the
Bench said. Justice Mishra also
questioned whether the practice of untouchability, which
was abolished by the
Constitution,
has
stopped.“Despite
the
Constitution abolishing
untouchability in the country,
I am asking all of you, will any
of you shake hands with them?
The answer is no. That is the
way we are going on. The condition must improve. We have
moved 70 years since
Independence but these things
are still happening,” Justice
Mishra said.
Agreeing with the observation, Venugopal said the caste
system is embedded in the
country despite the Constitution
saying that there should not be
any discrimination on the basis
of religion, caste and creed.
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eath rate attributable to
malnutrition in under-5
D
children in India has dropped
by two- thirds from 1990 to
2017, but it still accounts for 68
per cent of deaths in under-five
children, says a study published in The Lancet Child and
Adolescent Health on
Wednesday.
According to comprehensive estimates of disease burden
due to child and maternal malnutrition released by the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), the disease burden
rate due to malnutrition in
children varies seven-fold
across states. It is highest in
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar
and Assam, followed by
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Odisha, Nagaland, and Tripura.
Among malnutrition indicators, low birth weight is the
biggest contributor to disease
burden followed by child growth
failure which includes stunting,
underweight, and wasting.
The study was conducted
by the India State-Level Disease
Burden Initiative - a joint initiative of the ICMR, Public
Health Foundation of India,
and Institute for Health Metrics
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and Evaluation in collaboration
with the Union Health Ministry.
"Efforts are needed in each
state to control malnutrition.
State governments are being
encouraged to intensify efforts
to reduce malnutrition and
undertake robust monitoring
to track the progress," said
Vinod K Paul, member NITI
Aayog.
Balram Bhargava, secretary in the department of
health research in the ministry
of health, and also director general ICMR said the government
in its commitment to the
Poshan Abhiyaan (nutrition
mission) is taking important
steps to augment monitoring of
malnutrition indicators across
the country.
According to the study, the
prevalence of low birth weight
was 21% in India in 2017,
ranging from 9% in Mizoram to
24% in Uttar Pradesh.
The study highlighted that
the prevalence of child stunting
was 39% in India in 2017. This
ranged from 21% in Goa to
49% in Uttar Pradesh, and was
generally highest in the EAG
states. The prevalence of child
underweight was 33% in India
in 2017, ranging from 16% in
Manipur to 42% in Jharkhand.

The prevalence of child
anaemia was 60% in India in
2017, ranging from 21% in
Mizoram to 74% in Haryana.
"While it is important to
address the gaps in all malnutrition indicators, low birth
weight needs particular policy
attention in India as it is the
biggest contributor to child
death among all malnutrition
indications and its rate of
decline is among the lowest,"
said Lalit Dandona, Director of
the India State-Level Disease
Burden Initiative.
The study found the prevalence of anaemia in women at
54% in India in 2017, ranging
from 28% in Mizoram to 60%
in Delhi while the prevalence
of exclusive breastfeeding was
53% in India in 2017, ranging
from 34% in Meghalaya to
74% in Chhattisgarh.
"Malnutrition in children is
an outcome of inadequate
maternal nutrition, poor sanitation and hygiene and suboptimal infant feeding practices.
Improvement in nutrition,
therefore, is linked not only
with food availability and
access, but also with food safety and environment," said R.
Hemalatha, director at National
Institute of Nutrition, ICMR.
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he Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved proT
ductivity-linked bonus equivalent to 78 days wages to over
11.52 lakh railway employees.
Addressing media Union
Minister Prakash Javadekar
said that this is for the
sixth consecutive year that
productivity-linked bonus is
being given to railway
employees.
The bonus for financial
year 2018-19 would benefit 11
lakh employees and would cost
the exchequer C2024.40 crore,
Javadekar said.
"The Union Cabinet
chaired by the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has approved
the payment of Productivity
Linked
Bonus
(PLB)
equivalent to 78 days wages to
over 11.52 Lakh eligible nongazetted railway employees
(excluding
RPF/RPSF
personnel) for the Financial
Year (FY) 2018-19, for
maintaining industrial peace
and
motivation
of
railwaymen.
This entails an expenditure
of Rs. 2024.40 crores to the
exchequer," said the statement
issued by Govt.
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ontinuing their attack over
the state of the economy,
C
former Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi and party general secretary Priyanka Gandhi on
Wednesday said the confidence
of investors is "shaken" but the
Modi dispensation is refusing
to acknowledge the truth. The
siblings also took a swipe at
Prime Minister Modi over
about his Howdy event in
Houston during his current

US visit.
Congress has been attacking the Modi government over
the slowdown in the economy
and has criticised it for its economic policies. Rahul took to
Twitter to say take potshots by
ahead of Modi's visit to the
United States, where he will
address Indian Americans at a
function "Howdy Modi". US
President Donald Trump will
join Modi at the event in
Houston. "'Howdy' economy
doin', Mr Modi? Ain't too
good it seems," he said on
Twitter, using the hashtag
"HowdyEconomy".
Citing a media report,
Priyanka claimed that after

pouring USD 45 billion into
India's stock market over the
past six years on hopes that
Modi would unleash the country's economic potential, international money managers have
sold USD 4.5 billion of Indian
shares since June.
"By showing glitter, saying
5 trillion, 5 trillion, everyday
or by doing media's headline
management, economy cannot be improved. Investors do
not come by sponsoring
events abroad," Priyanka
Gandhi said in an apparent
dig at Prime Minister Modi's
upcoming diaspora event in
Houston.
The confidence of investors

is "shaken" and the foundation
of economic investment has
"cracked", she said in a tweet in
Hindi with the hashtag 'BJP
bad for business'. "But the BJP
government is refusing to
acknowledge this truth. This
slowdown is a speed breaker in
the direction of becoming an
economic superpower. Without
improving this situation, all
other razzmatazz is useless,"
Priyanka Gandhi said in another tweet.
She has been relentlessly
attacking the government over
the issue of economy in the last
few days and demanding
answers from the government
over the economic slowdown.
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New Delhi: India and Belgium reviewed
the bilateral trade relations and setting
ambitious objectives during the 16th
Session of India-Belgium Luxembourg
Economic Union (BLEU) Joint Economic
Commission (JEC)here on Tuesday. The
forum was established in 1997.
The European Union is India's largest
trade partner. Among the 28 EU member
States, Belgium has the third largest trade

with India with a total trade value worth
12,8 billion in 2018 consisting of diamonds, pharmaceuticals, chemicals, foodstuff and machinery. These trade figures
reflect the close economic partnership
emphasizing bilateral relationship. Belgium
is keen to further diversify trade relations
and explore new sectors with India. About
170 Belgian companies are based in India,
whereas around 80 Indian companies

have set up a plant or office in Belgium.
As a logistics and transport expert,
Belgium works along with Luxembourg to
ensure a smooth and swift trade access to
Europe for Indian businesses through the
Port of Antwerp, which is the second
largest port in Europe and functions as 'the
Gateway to Europe'. India is among the ten
most important partners of the Port of
Antwerp.
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he Union Housing and
Urban Affairs Minister
T
Hardeep Singh Puri on
Wednesday said a new
Parliament building having
offices of ministers and MPs
that may be constructed next to
the over 90-year-old structure
is one of the options being considered by the government.
The minister said the final
decision will be taken only after
designs are submitted by architecture firms.
One of the options that is
being considered is the chambers of the two Houses of
Parliament will be revamped to
accommodate more MPs.
According to an official, the
strength of Parliament may
increase after a possible delimitation exercise. The government will soon constitute a core
team of CPWD officers to execute the ambitious redevelopment plan for Central Vista, the

over three-km stretch from
Rashtrapati Bhavan to India
Gate, in Lutyens' Delhi.
The Narendra Modi government had last week unveiled
its mega plan to redevelop the
over 3-km stretch from
Rashtrapati Bhavan to India
Gate in Lutyens' Delhi. The
government on September 2
floated a request for proposal
for the "development or redevelopment of Parliament
Building, Common Central
Secretariat and Central Vista."
On Monday, the CPWD
reduced the earnest money
from Rs 50 lakh to Rs 25 lakh
for submitting the bid for redevelopment plan for Central
Vista and Parliament building
owing to concerns raised by
architects who participated in
a pre-bid meeting last week.
Addressing the event on the
theme of 'Emerging trends in
public architecture', Puri said a
reputed architect recently wrote
to him, alleging that the gov-

ernment is going to "destroy"
the Parliament building.
"Who said we will destroy
Parliament?" the minister asked
and explained the government
has reached a stage of just inviting ideas from architecture
firms for the ambitious project.
He said the British ruled
India for 190 years and they
had good architects who built
buildings which is now part of
the country's cultural heritage.
"North and South Blocks
should be made museums that
reflect 190 years (of British
rule)...What will happen to the
Parliament building? We will
construct a new building which
will connect Parliament
through an underground pathway," Puri said. At event, Puri
said 70 per cent of India has to
be rebuilt by 2030
He said that the CPWD
was set up in the 1850s and the
buildings constructed along
the Central Vista reflected the
colonial ethos.
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other Dairy, a leading milk supplier in
Delhi-NCR, on Wednesday said it will
recycle 832 tonnes of plastic by March next year
as part of its efforts to protect environment.
"To tackle with the burgeoning menace of
post-consumer plastic waste, Mother Dairy
debuted its plastic waste collection and recycling
initiative in Maharashtra in June 2018 by rolling
out the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)
programme," it said in a statement. "Mother
Dairy, through leading PROs, will collect and
recycle plastic waste across 25 key states of its
operations and is targeting to recycle around 60

per cent of the total multi layered packaging used,
i.E, about 832 tonnes by March 2020," it added.
Mother Dairy, with the help of a Producer
Responsibility Organisation (PRO), has collected and recycled around 1,073 tonnes of plastic
waste till May 2019. This quantity includes
around 183 tonnes of multi-layered packaging
(MLP) and 890 tonnes of non-multi-layered packaging. Mother Dairy was commissioned in 1974
as a wholly owned subsidiary of the National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB). The company sells
edible oils under the Dhara brand while fresh fruits
and vegetables, frozen vegetables and snacks, range
of unpolished pulses, honey, pulps and concentrates are marketed under the Safal brand.
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hree weeks into September
as the monsoon shows no
T
signs of withdrawal, rivers in as
many as five States are flowing
above the danger mark — a feature which the MET says is
'unique'. Rivers like Ganga,
Brahmaputra,
Yamuna,
Mahananda,
Bagmati,
Ghaghara, Gandak, Kosi, Sone,
Jiabharali, Chambal etc in
Bihar, Assam, UP, Bengal and
Rajasthan are above the danger
mark causing flood-like situation in many areas in these
States. The IMD rainfall data
till September 18 showed India
received an average of 861 mm
as against the normal of
823.9mm, which is 5 percent
above normal.
According to IMD officials,
the weather phenomenon is
'unique' at the time of withdrawal of southwest monsoon
in the third week of September.
"Due to climate change, August
and September witnessed
excessive rainfall this monsoon. It is usually in July and
August. Due to delayed arrival,
the withdrawal is also delayed

by almost a fortnight. Data
recorded close to 1,900 extreme
rainfall events this monsoon,
more than half of which were
in August and September,
underlining the expanding
impact of climate change in the
June-September monsoon,"
IMD officials said.
As many as one crore people are effected and 1400 people have died in rain-related
tragedies across the country
and damages to property runs
into thousands of crores in 14
States. The damage to properties, infrastructures, crops, animals due to rain related mayhem is still being estimated.
According to IMD,
Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar,
Assam, Nagaland, Sikkim,
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh,
Meghalaya have recorded
excessive and continuous rainfall in the last six days
(September 12 to 18). The
IMD said that he first was July
10 to 15, leading to flooding in
eastern Uttar Pradesh and
northern Bihar; the second
between July 25 and 31, causing floods in Assam; and the

third between August 5 and 12,
when coastal states such as
Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka
and Kerala experienced floods.
As per flood assessment
report prepared by the
Ministry of Home Affairs, all
rivers --Ganga, Yamuna, Burhi
Gandak, Bagmati, Mahanand,
Kamalabalan are flowing over
danger marks, causing flood
like situation in Khagaria,
Sitamarhi, Kishangani, Katihar,
Patna,Buxar, Gopal Ganj,
Bhagalpur, Khagaria districts in
Bihar.
Bihar recorded
774.5mm rainfall as against the
normal of 941.4 mm, a deficient of 18 percent. The situation report says that several low
lying areas on the river banks
in the state are under flood.
Similarly, rivers in UP
flowing over danger marks
and causing floods in Ballia,
Banda, Faizabad, Gazipur,
Auraiya, Hamirpur, Bara Banki,
Prayagraj, Jalaun districts are
facing flood like situation. Low
lying area in Prayagraj and
Varansi are under water. UP
recorded 581 mm of rain as
against the normal of 749 mm,
a deficient of 22 percent.

D]X^]<X]XbcTaU^a7d\P]ATb^daRT3TeT[^_\T]cAP\TbW?^ZWaXhP[=XbWP]Z[Pd]RWTbcWT<PaVPSPabWP]<^ST[2daaXRd[d\U^a3X_[^\P2^dabTb"%5TTSQPRZ^U
5PRd[chBRWT\TbPcPUd]RcX^]X]=Tf3T[WX^]FTS]TbSPhCWTBTRaTcPah3T_Pac\T]c^U7XVWTa4SdRPcX^]ABdQaPW\P]hP\P]S^cWTaSXV]XcPaXTbPaTP[b^bTT]
?81

FX[[U^aRTUd[[h ´8_gTi=_TYgY\\RUQc^UQ[`UQ[Y^d_
_aTbT]c9: S_^dbYRedY_^c_V9^TYQ^1]UbYSQ^cd_dXUEC
XbbdTPcD=)
he mega "Howdy Modi!"
diaspora event here on
8\aP]:WP] T
Sunday to greet Prime Minister
?C8Q 7>DBC>=

?C8Q 8B;0<0103

akistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan said on
P
Wednesday that he will forcefully present the Kashmir issue
like never before at the UN
General Assembly session next
week.
Speaking after inaugurating the Torkham Terminal at
Pak-Afghan border, Khan
ruled out talks with India
unless New Delhi lifts curfew
in Kashmir and revoke the
abrogation of Article 370, staterun Radio Pakistan reported.
"The Prime Minister assured
the nation that he will forcefully present the Kashmir case like
never before at the UN General
Assembly session," it said.
Tension between India and
Pakistan escalated after New
Delhi revoked Jammu and
Kashmir's special status on
August 5. Reacting to India's
move on Kashmir, Pakistan
downgraded diplomatic ties
with New Delhi and expelled
the
Indian
High
Commissioner.
Asserting that abrogation
of Article 370 was its internal
matter, India has strongly criticised Pakistan for making
"irresponsible statements" and
provocative anti-India rhetoric
over issues internal to it.
Khan also said that Pakistan
will make its utmost effort for
the resumption of the stalled
peace process in Afghanistan.
The Prime Minister said he
will insist for resumption of
peace talks during his meeting
with US President Donald
Trump on Monday in New York.
He said it will be tragedy if
the talks do not resume and the
Taliban do not participate in
the Afghan elections.
Khan's comments came
days after President Trump
said that the peace talks with
the Taliban are "dead".
The president had stunned
the world on Saturday when he
announced the cancellation of a
secret meeting with the Taliban
and Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani at Camp David near
Washington. It came after the
Taliban claimed responsibility
for an attack in Kabul erly this
month, in which an American
soldier were among the dead.

Narendra Modi and President
Donald Trump would provide
the world a glimpse of the contributions of Indian-Americans
to the cultural, intellectual and
social landscape of the US, the
organisers say.
For the first time, Modi
and Trump would share the
stage to address the 50,000strong Indian diaspora during
the September 22 event titled
“Shared Dreams, Bright Future"
that would focus on the success
of Indian-Americans as well as
the strength of the US-India
relationship.
Describing the joint
appearance of the two leaders
as "unconventional and
unique", Harsh Vardhan
Shringla, Indian Ambassador
to the US said, "the event will
reflect the strong bipartisan
support there has been for
US-India relations."
“Indian-Americans are an
"organic bridge" between the
world's two largest democracies,” he said.
Modi will be visiting the
US from September 21-27 for
the annual session of the
United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA). It is his
first US trip after winning a
second term as prime minister
in May. He will also have a
meeting with CEO's of energy
companies in Houston, world's
energy capital, before heading
to New York for the UNGA.
“This will be the largest
gathering for an invited foreign
leader visiting the United States
other than the Pope,” Jugal
Malini, member of the Texas
India Forum (TIF), which is
the main organiser of the event,
said.
The event is the third
meeting between Trump and
Modi in three months, after the
G-20 summit in Japan in June
and the G-7 summit in France
last month.
The organisers hope to
keep the event non-partisan,
and has invited speakers
including Steny Hoyer, the No.
2 Democrat in the House of
Representatives.
Jagdip Ahluwalia, founding
secretary and currently executive director of Indo-American
Chamber of Commerce of
Greater Houston (IACCGH),
told PTI there are 90 organi-

sations in town participating in
the event. IACCGH has created a special billboard to welcome Modi.
Houston is the energy capital of the world and the most
diverse city in America. The
news of President Trump joining this is a sign of the growing importance of the USIndia relationship, he said.
Hundreds of volunteers,
TIF, the Indian Consulate in
Houston, city officials, governor's office are all working
together to make the event a
success.
TIF said the event will
start with a 90-minute cultural programme- “Woven: The
Indian-American Story”- that
is a celebration of IndianAmericans and their contributions to the cultural, intellectual
and social landscape of the US.
Over 50,000 attendees and
those watching at home will
experience the vibrant expressions of people empowered by
their identity and driven to
enrich the communities around
them, it said.
Rishi Bhutada, public relations and media coordinator
for the event, said, “Out of
50,000 people expected, 8,000
are coming from outside Texas
state.
There will be a cultural
programme, followed by the
Prime Minister Modi's address,
he said.
Welcome messages, personalised billboards across the
city, special video from various
organisations and prominent
people are seen throughout
the city.
Facebook CEO Mark
Zuckerberg in his message
said, "I'm deeply appreciative of
Prime Minister Modi's commitment to Digital India...For
India to keep making progress,
India needs to be a leader
online."
Another message from

Satya Nadella, Microsoft CEO,
said, "India has world class
entrepreneurs and human capital. The Prime Minister's
vision is spot on; he knows how
tech is a powerful tool to
enable human ingenuity."
Durga Agrawal, President
and CEO of Piping Tech and
Products, extended a warm
welcome to the prime ministers
on behalf of the IndianAmerican community in
Houston.
Bhavesh Patel, CEO of
LyondellBasell, described the
business relations between
India and Texas while sharing
an enthusiastic message to welcome the prime minister.
Paul Jacobs, former executive chairman, Qualcomm, said
"We share Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision to
transform India into a digitally empowered society and
knowledge economy."
David Leebron, President
of Rice University, is pleased
that the prime minister has
decided to come to Houston
and proudly zooms in on the
Indian-American community
on campus while highlighting
their contribution towards
diversity.
Meanwhile, many are praying for the rain to stop as a trio
of tropical storm systems brewing in the Gulf of Mexico and
the Atlantic Ocean on Tuesday
may dump heavy rain in parts
of Texas and Louisiana in the
coming days.
Threats from the storm
include heavy rainfall and
flooding in the Houston area,
said Jeff Lindner, a meteorologist for the Harris County
Flood Control District.
Tropical depression Imelda
could bring up to 18 inches of
rain to parts of southeastern
parts of the state.
Texas Governor Greg
Abbott has placed resources on
standby across the state.
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he anti-Hindi agitation in
Tamil Nadu received a
T
major boost on Wednesday
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gainst the backdrop of a
raging controversy over
his ‘one nation, one language’
proposition, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Wednesday sought to put the
issue to rest saying he never
asked for imposing Hindi over
other regional languages and
had only requested for learning
Hindi as the second language
after one’s mother tongue.
“I myself come from a
non-Hindi State of Gujarat. If
some people want to do politics, it’s their choice,” he said.
Parties, mostly from Tamil
Nadu, have vociferously
opposed Shah’s pitch.
Hours after Shah clarified,
DMK president M K Stalin said
the party’s proposed protest on
September 20 on the issue has
been postponed.
Citing Shah’s assertion that
he has never asked for imposi-

tion of Hindi anywhere in the
country, Stalin said the protest
slated for September 20 has
been postponed temporarily.
The DMK chief said Shah has
also opined that his view had
been “wrongly understood”
Speaking at an event in
Ranchi, Jharkhand, Shah said
he has never asked for imposition of Hindi anywhere in the
country but advocated its use
as the second language. Shah
said he has been repeatedly
pitching for strengthening
regional languages.
The Home Minister said to
end the confusion, people
should listen to his speech
carefully where he repeatedly
said Indian languages should
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he Pakistan Rangers on
Wednesday again targeted
T
Border out Oosts (BoPs) along
the International Border in
Kathua district.
The Rangers fired from
small arms on BoPs in Rajbagh
area in the wee hours of
Wednesday.
BSF troops retaliated the
fire in equal measure.
According to official
sources, “no loss of life and
damage to property was reported from anywhere in the forward area”.
This is the second consecutive day that Pakistan Rangers
have resorted to firing on BoPs
along the IB
across
Jammu frontier.
Local reports suggested,
Pakistani rangers were raising
objections to ongoing developmental works in the forward
villages and desperately trying
to target the workers engaged
in the work on ground zero.
Meanwhile, situation along
the line of control remained
peaceful with no fresh
exchange of firing reported

from any one of the twin
bordering districts of Rajouri
and Poonch.
According to ground
reports, jawans of the Indian
army defused nine mortar
shells fired by the Pakistan
army from across the Line of
Control (LoC) while targeting
civilian areas.
Nine mortar shells of 120
mm and 81 mm have been
safely defused in the Balakote,
Sandote and Basoni forward
areas in the Mendhar sector,
the officials said.
In another related development, a video clip surfaced
on the social media on
Wednesday which clearly indicated presence of elite commandos of Pakistan army
helping infiltrators sneak inside
the Indian territory along LoC
in Poonch sector.

be strengthened and people
should realise the necessity of
the Indian languages.
“A child can perform, a
child’s proper mental growth is
possible only when the child
studies in mother tongue.
Mother tongue does not mean
Hindi. It is the language of a
particular State, like Gujarati in
my State. But there should be
one language in the country, if
someone wants to learn another language, it should be Hindi.
I have just made the request. I
have failed to understand what
is wrong in that,” he said.
Shah had created a flutter
on the occasion of ‘HindiDiwas’ last week as he pitched
for ‘one nation, one language’

with film actor Rajinikanth,
who is expected to launch a
political party soon, declaring
that the move to ‘impose’ Hindi
would not work in the State.
Amidst reports that all
political parties barring the
BJP would launch State-wide
agitations against the statement made by union home
minister Amit Shah on Hindi
Diwas that Hindi was the only
language which could unite
India, Rajinikanth who is considered close to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said that
though it was good to have a
common language for the
development and unity of the
country, the same may not
work in Tamil Nadu. “If Hindi
is imposed, none of the southern States would accept it,” said
while espousing the cause of
Hindi, which he said, was spoken the most in the
country, and can become
India’s identity globally and
unite the nation.
Shah’s pitch on ‘Hindi
Diwas’ was instantly opposed,
mostly by the Dravidian and
southern political parties like
DMK, AIADMK and AMIM
besides the Congress,
Trinamool Congress and the
CPI, with the common refrain
being that any move for imposition of Hindi would disintegrate the country and its promotion should not be at the
cost of the mother tongue or
native language.
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video doing the rounds
on social media since
A
Tuesday shows a man standing
on a pillar of New Yamuna
Bridge in Prayagraj. He
climbed with the Indian flag
and refused to get down unless
ISRO manages to ‘recover’ the
Vikram lander.
The man has been identified
as Rajnikant. Although he claims
to be a namesake of the Tamil
superstar, his action-packed
drama did not quite manage to
achieve the impossible.
Vikram is still believed to
be out there, somewhere on the
lunar surface.
The man has been identified as a native of Manda in
Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh,
according to an “indiatoday.in”
report. He climbed up on
Monday night.
It’s been 11 days now that
ISRO’s prestigious moon mission went awry, when the space
research organisation lost contact with Vikram lander of
Chandrayaan 2 owing to a
last-minute snag that developed after the operation went
off smoothly all along.
On September 7, Vikram,
while on its descent to soft land

on the Moon’s south polar
region, apparently lost control
and crash-landed there, snapping the communication links.

:DC@eYR_\dR]]
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Bengaluru: ISRO
has
expressed gratitude to Indians
in the country and abroad for
the support it received after the
space agency lost contact with
the lander of Chandrayaan-2,
minutes before touchdown on
the Moon recently.
The space agency had got
support from the entire nation,
despite it losing communication with the lander ‘Vikram’
ahead of the touchdown on
September 7, with people from
all walks of life praising ISRO
and its scientists for the
achievement.
“Thank you for standing by
us. We will continue to keep
going forward propelled by the
hopes and dreams of Indians
across the world!” ISRO tweeted on Tuesday.
PTI
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head of the week-long trip
of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to the United
States from September 21 to
September 27, the situation in
Jammu & Kashmir is showing
signs of partial improvement.
In the recent days, no major
incident of law and order situation was reported from anywhere across Kashmir Valley.
The security restrictions
too have been lifted from most
parts of Srinagar to allow
smooth movement of local
residents. Large number of private vehicles can be seen moving around in different parts of
Srinagar and other district
headquarters while public
transport continue to remain
off from the streets.
Major market places
remain open for few hours
between 6 to 9.00 am in
Srinagar but as the day progresses the shopkeepers down
their shutters but remain present in the area. Majority of
schools, despite remaining
open, continue to wait for the
children to occupy their class

rooms and board school buses.
At present,the security personnel remain deployed only in
certain areas to prevent any
untoward incident.
Director General of Police,
Dilbagh Singh, told reporters
on the sidelines of a function in
Police headquarters Jammu on
Wednesday, “after receiving
reports related to militants
threatening businessmen
against opening their shops,
patrolling has been intensified
and various other measures initiated to instil confidence
among locals.
DGP said, policemen are
conscious of these threats and
over the past month, a couple
of terrorists were neutralised
and over two dozen others,
including their sympathisers,
arrested in the Valley. He said

the people have not responded
to the Pakistani propaganda
and foiled Islamabad’s designs
to create unrest.
Another major worry
among the local residents
remain suspension of mobile
and internet services.
While landline telephony
services have been restored
across the Valley, mobile telephone services in most parts of
Kashmir and all internet services continue to remain suspended since 5 August.
The Government offices
have been made operational
but recording thin attendance
owning to absence of public
transport facilities.
Referring to the issue of
militants
threatening
orchardists, shopkeepers and
setting a car ablaze in north

Kashmir’s Baramulla district on
Tuesday, the top cop said, “Two
militants, who burnt down a
car after beating its driver in
Sopore yesterday, have been
identified as Sajjad and
Muzaffar of the Lashker-eToiba (LeT). We will take care
of them very soon.” Strong
security measures have been
put in place to foil any ill
design being organised by
Pakistan across the border,
and with public support all
forces are working tireless for
peace in Jammu & Kashmir.
Meanwhile,the authorities
didn’t allow the Chairman of All
Parties Hurriyat Conference
(APHC), Syed Ali Gilani, to
address a press conference at his
residence in Srinagar, on
Wednesday. Due to suspension
of communications means, Syed
Ali Gilani had dispatched letters
to local journalists, asking them
to attend the press conference.
As media men started trickling
in policemen deployed there
barred them from moving
towards his residence. Police
cited imposition of Section 144
in the area and requested journalists to disperse.

the actor.
In another development,
the Tamil Nadu Congress
Committee decided to ‘greet’
Home Minister Amit Shah
with black flags as a mark of
protest against the latter’s
statement that Hindi was the
only language which could
unite India. The Home
Minister would be the second
person after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to be shown
black flags by the DMK and

other Tamil fringe elements.
The executive committee
of the TNCC which met at
Chennai on Tuesday decided
to ‘greet’ the Home Minister
with black flags when he visits
the State. This was stated by K
S Alagiri, the TNCC chief who
is a loyalist of former union
finance minister and Congress
strongman P Chidambaram.
“Amit Shah’s statement is
against the legal guarantee and
protection provided by for-

mer Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru to languages other than
Hindi,” said Alagiri while
speaking to reporters after the
meeting. On Wednesday, the
Congress cadre staged marches all over the State to condemn
the home minister’s statement.
But a speech delivered by
Chidambaram on the occasion
of Hindi Diwas while he was
the union home minister has
comeas an embarrassment to
the Congress. Chidambaram is
heard telling in the
speech that only Hindi could be
the national and official language of the country.
“These are all part of politics and one need not give any
importance to such statements
and agitations. In another couple of days, this issue would be
forgotten by the people as well
as the same leaders,” said a
senior TNCC leader when
asked about the statement by
Chidambaram which has gone
viral in the social media.
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ociferous protests by opposition parties and activists
in Karnataka made the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
government give primacy to
Kannada after its national president Amit Shah favoured
Hindi as one language
across the countr y that
sparked a controversy in the
southern State.
“All official languages,

including Kannada and Hindi
are equal. In Karnataka, as
Kannada is the principle language, we will never compromise on its importance. We are
committed to promoting it
(Kannada),” said Chief Minister
BS Yediyurappa in a series of
tweets in Kannada and English,
clarifying the party’s and
Government’s views on the
language row.
Celebrating September 14
as the Hindi Diwas, Shah had

tweeted and reiterated at a
function later in New Delhi
that “India is a nation of many
languages and every language
has its own importance. But it
is absolutely necessary to have
one language for the country,
which becomes India’s identity globally. If there is any one
language that connects the
entire
nation
in
a
common thread of unity, it is
Hindi, which is spoken the
maximum.”
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ven as the Central Bureau of
Investigation roped in more
officials from Uttar Pradesh
and Delhi to “locate and fetch
un-communicable and unconnectable” former Kolkata
Police Commissioner Rajeev
Kumar the senior IPS officer on
Wednesday moved the Alipore
district court with a petition
seeking to be heard before
passing any order relating to a
non-bailable arrest warrant.
The CBI reportedly was
preparing to move the court
seeking a non-bailable warrant
against Kumar who is currently the Additional Director
General of CID.
The former Kolkata top
cop continued to remain under-
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ground even as a desperate
posse of CBI sleuths tired to
locate his whereabouts.
Sources said a team of 12
officers including two SPs and
an Additional SP from UP and
Delhi had arrived at Kolkata to
assist fetching Kumar who

remained “un-communicable
and un-connectable” for the
fifth day on Wednesday since the
Calcutta High Court removed
his shield against arrest.
Kumar was earlier summoned by the CBI to reportedly interrogate him regarding
his role in the investigation of
the multi-crore Sharada chit

83&0DVNV$OODKDEDG9DUDQDVLWR
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Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Wednesday directed officials in
Allahabad and Varanasi districts to remain vigilant as the water levels in Ganga and Yamuna
rivers neared the danger mark.
Heavy rain over the past few days have
caused the rivers to swell. A senior official said
authorities in Allahabad and Varanasi have been
asked to make all necessary arrangements to deal
with the situation and flood ‘chowkis’, to monitor the water levels in the rivers, have been activated.
A report from Banda district said continued
rainfall in the Bundelkhand region and release of
water in Yamuna had led to flooding in many
areas in Hamirpur, Banda and Chitrakoot districts.
Yamuna, Ken and Betwa rivers are in spate
and several acres of agricultural land has been
submerged, it said. Banda District Magistrate
Hiralal said incessant rains over the past four
days have hit normal life, with water entering villages and damaging roads.
People of the affected areas are being shifted to safer places in boats, he said. Adityanath
had conducted an aerial survey of the floodaffected areas in Ballia on Tuesday and distrib- 0aTbXST]cdbTbP[PSSTac^bWXUcUa^\^]TW^dbTc^P]^cWTaX]
?C8
uted relief material.
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wo teachers on Wednesday
survived a suicide attempt
T
at
Mantralaya
(State
Secretariat) in south Mumbai
on Wednesday, as they leaped
from the second floor of the
state secretariat directly onto
the safety net erected to prevent
frequent suicides. The two
teachers attempted to commit
suicide, to demand recognition
for 300 schools for speciallyabled children in the State.
Identifying the two as
Hemant Patil and Arun Netore,
who attempted suicide, police
said they were teachers in a
school for the handicapped
Akkalkot taluka of Solapur
district. After the incident,
police took the two teachers to
a nearby police station.
A delegation of teachers
had come to meet ministers
concerned to Press for the
acceptance of their demand.
However, the delegation could
not meet the Ministers concerned. Upset with their failure
to voice their demand with the
ministers concerned, two teachers leaped from a second floor
window of the State Secretariat
only onto fall onto the safety net
put up at the Secretariat to prevent recurring suicides.
Wednesday’s suicide
attempt was foiled because of
the presence of a safety nylon
net that the State Government
had put up in the lobby of
Mantralaya in February last
year to ensure safety landing for
persons taking a plunge from
the terrace of the State
Secretariat in south Mumbai.
218aT_^acTS[hfPb_aT_PaX]Vc^
\^eTcWTR^dacbTTZX]V
P]^]QPX[PQ[TfPaaP]cPVPX]bc
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fund scam as the head of the
Special Investigating Team constituted by the State
Government in 2013, months
before the Supreme Court
handed over the case to the CBI
following allegations that SIT
was tampering with evidence
and mishandling the case
allegedly to protect the influential people.
Earlier on Tuesday the
Barasat district court had transferred the case to Alipore citing lack of jurisdiction. The
Barasat court which is conducting the trial of the chit
fund case heard petitions for
non-bailable warrant of CBI
and that of anticipatory bail of
Rajeev umar before refusing to
pass any order and sending it
to the Alipore ACJM’s Court.
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he student who has levelled
rape charges against Swami
T
Chinmayanand threatened selfimmolation on Wednesday if
he is not arrested even as the
BJP leader was admitted to a
local hospital complaining of
uneasiness.
“Even two days after I
recorded my statement before
a magistrate, Chinmayanand
has not been arrested. If the
government is waiting for me
to die, I will sprinkle kerosene
on my body and immolate
myself,” the student told

B_TRXP[8]eTbcXVPcX^]CTP\QaXTUbcWT\TSXP^]2WX]\PhP]P]SRPbTSdaX]VP?aTbb
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reporters here.
The Special Investigation
Team (SIT) probing her allegations had on Monday taken
the woman before Judicial
Magistrate Geetika Singh to
record her statement.
The same day, doctors were
called at Chinmayanand’s
home when he complained of
loose motions, weakness and

uneasiness. When asked about
the progress in the SIT probe
led by him, Inspector Generalrank IPS officer Naveen Arora
said it has to complete the
investigation by September 23
and submit a report in the
Allahabad High Court.
“No arrest has so far been
made,” he said, answering a
question. He said all angles in

the case are being probed, and
a mobile phone and a pen drive
sent for forensic examination.
The woman’s father
claimed that the SIT, set up on
the orders of the Supreme
Court, has not told him why an
FIR has not been registered
against Chinmayanand following the rape complaint filed
by her. “We will consult our
lawyers on this,” he said.
Police had earlier registered
a case of abduction and criminal intimidation on a complaint initially lodged by the
father. Late, student accused the
BJP leader of rape and “physical exploitation” over a year.
Chinmayanand, 72, was
admitted at a state-run hospital on Wednesday following
medical advice.
“After his condition
became bad, he was shifted to
the medical college hospital

and admitted in ward number
8,”
Chief
Medical
Superintendent Dr MP
Gangwar said.
He said a team of doctors
was being set up to keep him
under observation as he complained of uneasiness, weakness
and loose motions. He has
also complained of fluctuating
blood sugar levels.
Earlier, the SIT has questioned the principals and staff
members at two colleges where
the woman has studied in
recent years.
The student had on
Saturday given a pen drive containing 43 videos to the SIT to
back her accusation against
Chinmayanand, whose lawyer
has alleged an extortion attempt.
The SIT has examined
her hostel room and
Chinmayanand’s home to collect evidence.
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engal Opposition parties
on Wednesday raised a hue
a cry doubting the “real agenda” of the meeting between
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
Moments after Banerjee
emerged from the parley claiming it was a “Government-toGovernment meeting and not
a political one” which was held
congenially Congress Lok
Sabha
leader
Adhir
Chowdhury wondered “why
such
Government-toGovernment meeting did not
take place at Mamata Banerjee’s
initiative on earlier occasions
when she was invited to join
the Niti Aayog or Chief
Ministers’ meeting in Delhi.
“The timing of the meeting
itself evokes suspicion,”
Chowdhury said wondering
“why if it was a Governmentto-Government meeting and
not a political one as claimed
by her then no senior
Government official was pre-

ooting for bestowing
Bharat Ratna on Veer
R
Damodar Savarkar posthumously, Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray has said
that Pakistan would not have
come into existence, had
Savarkar been the Prime
Minister of India.
Launching a biography in
English titled “Savarkar: Echoes
From A Forgotten Past” at the
Swatantraveer
Savarkar
Rashtriya Smarak at Shivaji
Park on Tuesday evening,
Uddhav said, “Savarkar
deserves to be honoured with
Bharat Ratna in recognition of
his sacrifices to the country”.
“Today it is the both birthday of (my grandfather)
Prabhodhankar Thackeray and
liberation day of Marathwada
region. It was late Vallabhbhai
Patel who liberated Marathwada
from the Nizam rule. We call
Vallabhbhai Patel as the iron
man. Kashmir would not have
become an issue as it is today,
had he been the Prime Minister.
Similarly, Pakistan would not
have come into existence, had
Veer Savarkar been the Prime
Minister of India,” Uddhav said.
“Savarkar is an ideology.
The Congress may have treated Savarkar like an enemy but
it would not finish the
ideology named Savarkar,”
Uddhav added.
“Savarkar must be awarded the Bharat Ratna for the sacrifices made by him to the
country. We don’t deny the
work done by (Mahatma)
Gandhi and (first PM
Jawaharlal) Nehru, but the
country saw more than two
families being born on the

6ZXYe^`_eY`]US`j
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Vijayawada: An eight-monthold boy was kidnapped as his
parents allegedly failed to repay
the debt, at Atkuru village in
Krishna district, Andhra
Pradesh, on Wednesday.
Parents of the boy
approached the Atkuru police
and lodged a complaint stating
that miscreant had demanded
that they repay the entire debt
amount in exchange for the
release of the boy. They further
stated that they were asked to
meet him at Jaipur in Rajasthan
with the amount. However, they
did not mention the amount of
debt they owe the kidnapper. A
case was registered.
PNS
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New Delhi: The National
Investigation Agency (NIA) has
registered its first human trafficking case under recentlyapproved NIA Act against three
people for their alleged involvement in the trafficking and sexually exploitation of Bangladeshi
women, an official said on
Wednesday. Mohammad Yousuf
Khan, his wife Bithi Begum and
Sojib, native of West Bengal living in Hyderabad, were arrested in April by Hyderabad police
for trafficking and sexually
exploiting Bangladeshi women,
he said. Yousuf and Bithi were
running a prostitution racket at
a premises in Uppuguda,
Hyderabad, he said.
PTI

political scene,” he said.
“Savarkar suffered an
unbearable ordeal inside the
Andaman prison for securing
freedom to the country. But the
period after he was released
from the prison in 1924 was
more intolerable for Savarkar.
He was ostracised and disallowed to participating in freedom struggle. He was restricted to one place. Still he had
engaged himself in the activity of eliminating untouchability in the society,” the Sena
president said.
“They say Nehru also
underwent imprisonment during freedom struggle. I would
have called Nehru as ‘Veer
Jawaharlal Nehru’, had survived jail for 14 minutes of the
imprisonment of the kind
Savarkar under went in
Andaman prison (where
Savarkar stayed for 14 long
years),” Uddhav said.
Maintaining that it was his
fortune that he was releasing a
biography of Savarkar, Uddhav
said: “Veer Savarkar was a role
model in the history of armed
revolution in the country. I cannot describe him in few words,”
Uddhv said.
Dwelling upon his book,
author of the book Vikram
Sampath said that “Savarkar:
Echoes From A Forgotten Past”
was the first of two volumes
and covered the period
between 1883 to 1924, from
Savarkar’s birth at Bhagur in
Nashik district to his days as a
firebrand student leader in
Pune’s Fergusson College, as
well as his fight for freedom
that ended in a life sentence in
the infamous Cellular Jail.
Savarkar was conditionally
released from jail in 1924.
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Lucknow: A police constable is
under fire for having posted TikTok videos of himself in uniform.
Two videos of Sub-Inspector
Mohammad Arif, who is posted
at a police station in Lucknow,
are going viral on social media.
The cop in one video is seen
dubsmashing dialogue, “Yeh
police station hai, tumhare baap
ka ghar nahi. Jab tak baithne ko
na kaha jaaye khade raho (This
is a police station, not your
father’s house. Don’t sit till you
are asked to).”
IANS

sent during the conversations.”
To Banerjee’s claim that she
would also seek appointment
from Home Minister Amit Shah
for a one-on-one talks with
him Chowdhury wondered
whether Wednesday’s meeting
was fruitful in the real sense.
“After meeting with the
Prime Minister she will meet the
Home Minister too. Then are
we to assume that the Prime

Minister has redirected her to
the Home Minister? Are we to
assume that the agenda of talks
that she is claiming pegged
around something else? Was it
related to the stepped up activities of the CBI against former
Kolkata Police Commissioner
Rajeev Kumar whose statements could be crucial for pinning down some big person in
her Government?” he said.
Left Legislature Party
leader and CPI(M) central
committee member Sujan
Chakrabarty too aired his
doubts about the “real content
of the talks” even as he said “the
propriety of things demands
senior officers to remain present in such meetings with all
kinds of data if at all the Chief
Minister goes to a see the
Prime Minister with demands
of her Government.”
More than “20 lakh people
have been affected by the
Sharada, Rose Valley and other
chit funs scams that went a distance in catapulting the
Trinamool Congress to power
in Bengal.
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Jaipur: After Andhra Pradesh,
the Ashok Gehlot Government
in Rajasthan is also planning to
grant 75 per cent reservations
for locals in private sector jobs.
The Gehlot Government is
contemplating providing job
reservations for people of the
state in big industries who
have been given certain benefits by the State Government in
terms of financial package.
Also, projects running
under pubic private partnership and small industries will
employ the local residents
under the scheme, confirmed
official sources.
Speaking in this context,
State Industries Minister Parsadi
Lal Meena said that “when
other States are doing the same,
why can’t we take a decision for
the benefit of our youth.”
“In Gujarat, Maharashtra
and West Bengal, the competi-

tive exams have one paper in
local language which benefits the
local residents. Here, we never
discriminate among people on
basis of where they have come,
but at the same time, we are also
planning to provide reservations
in private sector to benefit our
youth. However, the final decision shall be taken after discussion with other members.”
A high-level meeting has
been called at the secretariat on
September 19 to discuss the
issue. The representatives of
industries have also been called
for the meeting.
IANS

?C8

FA3;A>=2
^R\VdUVc`XRe`cj
cV^Rc\`_?VYcf
Muzaffarnagar: BJP MLA
Vikram Singh Saini, who represents the Khatauli Assembly
seat, has made an outrageous
statement on India’s first Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru,
calling him “aiyaash” (immoral
or philanderer).
He added Nehru divided
the country after being fooled
by the British.
The BJP lawmaker, known
for his controversial statements,
said that the Nehru-Gandhi
family was “aiyaash”.
He commented on former
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s
marriage with Sonia Gandhi in
Italy and added that “the whole
family has been indulging in
such activities.”
The BJP legislator also
shared a snapshot of an old
photograph of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi with other
world leaders on Facebook. In
the grab, Nor way Prime
Minister Erna Solberg appears
to be looking at Modi. IANS
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?`_VVUW`c@aa`dZeZ`_
$VIHGHUDOLVPJLYHVZD\WROHJLWLPDF\RIQDWLRQDO
SDUWLHVUHJLRQDORQHVORRNDWH[WLQFWLRQ

,

I WKH /RN 6DEKD YHUGLFW LV FRQVLGHUHG D
EHQFKPDUNLQUHVHWWLQJWKHJUDPPDURISRO
LWLFV DV VZDWWLQJ WKH 2SSRVLWLRQ WKHQ LWV
LPSDFWRQUHJLRQDOSROLWLFVKDVEHHQVXFKDV
WRHOLPLQDWHWKHUHOHYDQFHRIIHGHUDOSDUWLHV
2QFHWKHEDFNERQHRISRZHUIXOFRDOLWLRQJRY
HUQPHQWVDWWKH&HQWUH6WDWHSDUWLHVDUHQRZ
PXFKOLNHWULEDOFKLHIWDLQVJRRGHQRXJKIRU
ORUGLQJRYHUWKHLUIORFNVEXWWRRWLQ\WRVWDOOWKH
MXJJHUQDXWRIQDWLRQDOSDUWLHVJREEOLQJWKHP
XS ,Q VXFK D VFHQDULR WKH\ KDYH MXVW WZR
RSWLRQVHLWKHUZLWKGUDZWRWKHLUSRFNHWERU
RXJKVRUVLJQXSZLWKWKHELJSOD\HUVLIWKH\ZDQWWRVWD\LQWKHJDPH6RLWLV
WKDWLQ0DKDUDVKWUDWKHUHKDVEHHQDPDVVPLJUDWLRQIURPWKH&RQJUHVVDQG
WKH1DWLRQDOLVW&RQJUHVV3DUW\ 1&3 WRWKH%-36KLY6HQDFRPELQHDOPRVWZLS
LQJRIIWKH2SSRVLWLRQVSDFH$QGLQ5DMDVWKDQWKHUXOLQJ&RQJUHVVJRYHUQPHQW
KDVIROORZHGWKHVDPHSDWWHUQRIDFFUHWLRQWRLWVUDQNVE\FRRSWLQJVL[%DKXMDQ
6DPDM3DUW\ %63 0/$VJULQGLQJWKHWKHRU\RI'DOLWFRQVROLGDWLRQWRWKHGXVW
*LYHQWKHFXUUHQWVFHQDULR0DKDUDVKWUDUHDOO\GRHVQ·WQHHGDQHOHFWLRQFRQ
VLGHULQJWKDWWKHRQO\WXVVOHZLOOEHEHWZHHQFRDOLWLRQSDUWQHUVWKH%-3DQGWKH
6HQDRYHUVHDWSHUFHQWDJHDQGSRZHUVKDULQJPXFKOLNHDIUDWHUQDOZDURIFDUY
LQJRXWWKHVSRLOV7ZHQW\VL[0/$VIURPWKH2SSRVLWLRQFDPSLQFOXGLQJLWVOHDGHU
LQWKH$VVHPEO\MRLQHGWKHUXOLQJSDUW\FUHDWLQJDSROLWLFDOYDFXXP7KHZRUVW
KLWKDVEHHQ1&3IRXQGHU6KDUDG3DZDUQRORQJHUDSSHDULQJWREHWKH0DUDWKD
VWURQJPDQ6XFKLVKLVFRQGLWLRQWKDWH[FHSWKLVFRUHWHDPHYHU\RWKHUSDUW\
PHPEHULVORRNLQJWRMXPSVKLS$QGWKRXJK1&3LVW\LQJXSZLWKWKH&RQJUHVV
WRDYRLGWRWDOGLVVLSDWLRQIDFWLVWKHUXPSWKDWERWKSDUWLHVKDYHEHFRPHPD\
MXVWJHWWKHPSOXVVHDWVLQD+RXVHRI7KH&RQJUHVVLVDWLWVZRUVWOHYHO
RISUHSDUHGQHVVJLYHQWKHGLVVHQVLRQZLWKLQLWVUDQNVDQGWKH<RXQJ7XUNVOHG
E\0LOLQG'HRUDVWHSSLQJDVLGHDQGWKHPVHOYHVQRWDYHUVHWRFKDUWLQJRXWDQ
LQGHSHQGHQWFRXUVH<HVLWKDVDQHZ6WDWHFKLHIEXWWKHZLOOWRILJKWEDFNLVVLP
SO\PLVVLQJDWWKHXQLWOHYHO7KHSDUW\ZRXOGEHMXVWDERXWKDSS\ZLWKZKDWHY
HULWJHWVFRXUWHV\WKHVWDQGLQJRIVRPHRILWVLQGLYLGXDOOHDGHUV0DKDUDVKWUD
1DYQLUPDQ6HQDFKLHI5DM7KDFNHUD\ZKRDWOHDVWLQMHFWHGVRPHGUDPDLQWR
SURFHHGLQJVE\TXHVWLRQLQJWKHHVWDEOLVKPHQWLVQRZKHUHWREHVHHQZKDWZLWK
WKH%-3WDPLQJKLPZLWKDVOHZRI(QIRUFHPHQW'LUHFWRUDWH (' FDVHV7KHIULQJH
SOD\HUVZKRFRXOGEHYRWHFXWWHUVOLNH3UDNDVK$PEHGNDUDQG$VDGXGGLQ2ZDLVL
KDYHEHHQWRUQDVXQGHUDQGFKDVLQJWKHLURZQNLWWLHV$VIRUWKH%-36HQDGXHO
WKHIRUPHULVQRZFODLPLQJLWVSRXQGRIIOHVKFRQVLGHULQJLWFDQJRDORQHDQG
KDVIRU\HDUVVWHSSHGEDFNWRDFFRPPRGDWHWKHVHQVLWLYLWLHVRIWKH6HQD7KH
ODWWHUPD\ZDQWDGLVWULEXWLRQRIVHDWVDQGPD\EHHYHQDVKRWDWGHSXW\
FKLHIPLQLVWHUIRU$DGLW\D7KDFNHUD\VRQRI6HQDFKLHI8GGKDY7KDFNHUD\EXW
LWKDVQRQHJRWLDWLQJHGJH$QGZKLOHLWVFRQVFLHQFHFDOOVLQWKHIRUPRIFULWLFLV
LQJWKH0RGLJRYHUQPHQWDQGIXQFWLRQLQJOLNHDQ2SSRVLWLRQZRUNHGLQLW
FHUWDLQO\LVQ·WDWWUDFWLYHDQ\PRUH%HVLGHVWKH6HQDPXVWXQGHUVWDQGWKDWWKRXJK
WKH0RGLFKDULVPDZRUNV%-3&KLHI0LQLVWHU'HYHQGUD)DGQDYLVKDVTXLHWO\GHYHO
RSHGKLVRZQVWRFN,IWKH6HQDKDVVRIDUSHGGOHGWKHORFDOYHUVXVRXWVLGHU
ORJLFWKH%-3KDVVHYHUDO0DUDWKDOHDGHUVQRZFRXUWHV\WKHPLJUDWLRQRIVHQLRU
OHDGHUVIURPWKH&RQJUHVVDQGKDVHYHQURSHGLQ6KLYDML·VGHVFHQGDQW8GD\DQUDMH
%KRVDOH6RWKH6HQDPD\HQJDJHLQSRVWXULQJ\HWKDVQRRSWLRQEXWWRDFTXL
HVFHWRWKH%-3·VJUDQGGHVLJQ7KHUXOLQJ&RQJUHVVLQ5DMDVWKDQWRRKDVMXVW
JRQHE\WKHROGIRUPXODRIEX\LQJVXSSRUWZLWKSURPLVHGGROHVVRPHWKLQJZKLFK
KDVEHFRPHSDUWRIWKH%-3·VSOD\ERRN,QIDFWLWZDVWRFRXQWHUWKH%-3·VSRDFK
LQJDWWHPSWVLQ5DMDVWKDQDQGFUHDWHD.DUQDWDNDOLNHVFHQDULRWKDWSURPSWHG
WKH$VKRN*HKORWOHGJRYHUQPHQWWRVFRRSXSDOOLHV6DGO\VXFKUDPSDQWKRUVH
WUDGLQJLVMXVWHURGLQJWKHLGHDRIDIHGHUDOXQLRQDQGRYHUOD\LQJDQHZWH[WRI
XQLRQLVHGIHGHUDOLVP$WKURZEDFNWRWKHFKDRVWKDWZHKDGKRSHGWRFOHDQXS

HY`ZdRh`^R_0

$QRQOLQHFDPSDLJQRQVH[LVWLQWHUSUHWDWLRQVLQWKH
2[IRUGGLFWLRQDU\LVUHVHWWLQJFRQYHUVDWLRQV
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KH2[IRUG'LFWLRQDU\LVFRQVLGHUHGQROHVV
D%LEOHZKHQLWFRPHVWRVHPDQWLFV6XFK
LVLWVFUHGLELOLW\WKDWVHOGRPGRHVRQHTXHV
WLRQZKHWKHULWVPDNHUVQHHGWRTXHVWLRQLQWHU
QDOZLVGRPUDWKHUWKDQGHFLGLQJZKDWDZRUG
VKRXOGPHDQWRWKHZRUOG&OHDUO\LW·VWLPHIRU
VRPHVRXOVHDUFKLQJDVLWVHGLWRUVKDYHPDQDJHG
WRRIIHQGHQUDJHDQGDOLHQDWHZRPHQDURXQGWKH
ZRUOGWKURXJKWKHLULQVHQVLWLYLW\DQGIDLOXUHWRNHHS
XSZLWKWKHWLPHV$QRQOLQHSHWLWLRQLVJDWKHULQJ
VWHDPWRUHGHILQHWKHZRUG´ZRPDQµZKLFKWKHGLFWLRQDU\VWLOOFRQVLGHUVV\Q
RQ\PRXVZLWK´ELWFKEHVRPSLHFHELWPDUHILOO\µDQGVRRQ$VLIWKLVZDV
QRWHQRXJKWKHVHQWHQFHVWKDWH[SODLQWKHXVDJHRIWKHZRUGRUWKHLUDSSOLFD
WLRQDGGLQVXOWWRLQMXU\DVWKH\REMHFWLI\DQGSRUWUD\ZRPHQDVVXERUGLQDWHWR
PHQ´0V6HSWHPEHUZLOOHPERG\WKHSURIHVVLRQDOLQWHOOLJHQW\HWVH[\FDUHHU
ZRPDQµDQG´,WROG\RXWREHKRPHZKHQ,JHWKRPHOLWWOHZRPDQµDUHVRPH
RIWKHRIIHQVLYHH[DPSOHVJLYHQFOHDUO\RXWRIV\QFZLWKQRWMXVWJHQGHUVHQVL
WLYLWLHVEXWDOVRWKHIOXLGLWLHVRIPRGHUQFRQWH[WV7KLVVWDQGVRXWDOOWKHPRUH
EHFDXVHWKH2[IRUG'LFWLRQDU\LVYHU\TXLFNWRDEVRUEFRQWHPSRUDU\LGLRPVDQG
HYHQOHJLWLPLVHDORWRIIXVLRQZRUGVDVSDUWRIWKHPDLQVWUHDP(QJOLVKOH[LFRQ
6LJQDWRULHVRIWKHSHWLWLRQWKDWZDVVWDUWHGE\8.EDVHGZRPHQ·VULJKWVDFWLYLVW
0DULD%HDWULFH*LRYDQDUGLLQ-XO\DUHFDOOLQJRQHGLWRUVWR´HOLPLQDWHDOOSKUDV
HVDQGGHILQLWLRQVWKDWGLVFULPLQDWHDJDLQVWDQGSDWURQLVHZRPHQDQGRUFRQ
QRWHPHQ·VRZQHUVKLSRIZRPHQµ7KLVLVQRWWKHILUVWWLPHWKDWWKHFRPSLOHUV
RIWKHGLFWLRQDU\KDYHJLYHQDPLVRJ\QLVWLFH[SODQDWLRQWRDZRUG&KHFNRXW
´UDELGµDQGXSSRSV´IHPLQLVWµQH[WWRLWVHDUFKIRU´QDJJLQJµDQGLWLVIROORZHG
E\´ZLIHµ7KLVVKRXOGHQFRXUDJHDODUJHUFRQYHUVDWLRQRQZKHWKHUWKH(QJOLVK
ODQJXDJHLVVH[LVWDQGQHHGVWRPRGLI\LWVHOIFRQVLGHULQJLWLVDFRPPRQWKUHDG
RIFRPPXQLFDWLRQDFURVVWKHZRUOGDQGWKHUHIRUHQHHGVWREHSROLWLFDOO\FRU
UHFW+DYHZHHYHUZRQGHUHGZK\ZRUGVOLNH´PLVWUHVVµDQG´PDGDPµWKDWDFWX
DOO\PHDQWZRPHQRIDXWKRULW\KDYHRYHUWKHGHFDGHVXQGHUJRQHGHJHQHUD
WLRQ"3HMRUDWLRQRIZRUGVUHODWHGWRZRPHQLVDVDGUHIOHFWLRQRQWKHZD\VRFL
HW\YLHZVWKHLUSODFHLQLW,QDUDWKHUZHDNUHVSRQVH2[IRUGKDVVDLGWKDWWKH
FRQWHQWUHIHUUHGWRLQWKHSHWLWLRQE\*LRYDQDUGLLVQRWIURPWKHVFKRODUO\2[IRUG
(QJOLVK'LFWLRQDU\EXWIURPWKH2[IRUG7KHVDXUXVRI(QJOLVKDQGWKH2[IRUG
'LFWLRQDU\RI(QJOLVKZKLFKDUHGUDZQIURP´UHDOOLIHXVHµRIODQJXDJH+RZHYHU
RWKHUSRSXODURQOLQHGLFWLRQDULHVOLNH&DPEULGJHDQG0HUULDP:HEVWHUZKLFKDOVR
JLYHH[DPSOHVRI´UHDOOLIHµXVHRIWKHZRUGDUHPRUHUHVSHFWIXODQGJHQGHUVHQ
VLWLYH:KLOH&DPEULGJHGHVFULEHV´ZRPDQµVLPSO\DVDQ´DGXOWIHPDOHKXPDQ
EHLQJµ0HUULDP:HEVWHUDGGVWKHZRUGV´IHPDOHµDQG´ODG\µWRWKHVDPHGHVFULS
WLRQJLYHQE\&DPEULGJH*LYHQWKDW0HUULDP:HEVWHUHYHQUHOHDVHGDQDGGL
WLRQDOGLFWLRQDU\GHILQLWLRQRIWKHZRUG´WKH\µWRUHIHU´WRDVLQJOHSHUVRQZKRVH
JHQGHULGHQWLW\LVQRQELQDU\µLVQ·WLWWLPHWKDWWKHZRUOG·VPRVWWUXVWHGOH[LFRQ
FKDQJHVWKHZD\LWUHIHUVWRZRPHQ"
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ecent fires that have ravaged the
Amazon rainforest in Brazil have
not only generated sufficient heat
to light up the scene for a fresh
debate on development and environment but are also responsible, to some
extent, for overheating the world of diplomacy, which was much evidenced at the G7 summit held in France last month. It is obvious
that major forest fires like the ones around the
Amazon rainforest and the Indonesian blaze
can no longer remain a localised affair. They
tend to assume international dimensions in
view of the overall impact on the environment
and in the long run, on climate change. The
temperature spikes in carbon sinks across the
world end up melting our glaciers.
The allegation that the fires had been lit
intentionally to make way for developmental projects being undertaken by the Brazilian
Government in collaboration with private
entrepreneurs may or may not be true but the
damage to the environment has already been
done. Imagine, Brazil was host to the earth
summit in 1992, where the concept of sustainable development was initiated and a long
term strategy to deal with climate change was
formulated for the first time.
Back home, we have similar problems in
our forested areas, except for those where rainfall is heavy and trees are able to retain sufficient moisture. The coastal areas and forests
of the North-East as well as the Andamans
are a case in point. Fires in the forests of
Shivaliks and lower Himalayas are wellknown. In fact, they have become a regular
feature, except that they keep varying in intensity. Experience shows that forest fires in hill
areas are more difficult to tackle due to the
problem of accessibility as is noticed in several districts of Uttarakhand.
The year 2016 almost created history,
both in the number of fires as well as their
spread with at least seven casualties being
reported. On account of a virtual absence
of winter rain, signs of a difficult impending summer were quite visible even in midFebruary during that time. During my journey from Dehradun to Nainital, while my
helicopter was overflying the forests of Tehri
and Pauri, a few isolated cases of smoke rising from deep inside the forests were visible. The absence of any rainfall through the
months of March and April, along with an
unusual rise in temperatures, compounded the situation.
Despite sufficient warning time being
available, necessary steps were not taken.
Mobilisation of volunteers and other personnel on the ground remained inadequate. By
the end of March, almost a crisis situation had
developed when the fires appeared to threaten settlements and peripheral areas of some
of the towns. By then, the State had come
under President’s Rule and as the then
Governor, containing the damage done to forest wealth besides saving life and property
became one of my top priorities. It was strange
to see that the forest department was neither

adequately prepared nor committed to fighting the fires. It was
considering them to be a normal
and an annual feature.
Given the gravity of the situation, the State disaster response
force along with personnel from
the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) in large numbers
were inducted into the operation.
Simultaneously, the police personnel, who were accompanied
by the district revenue authorities, were also mobilised. As the
fires became more menacing
and life-threatening, the Indian
Air Force (IAF) was approached,
who with the personal intervention of the then Air Chief
Marshal Arup Raha, responded
almost instantaneously.
Choppers with Bambi buckets were available at the Sarsawa
airbase, not far from Dehradun,
which flew to Pauri and Nainital
without any loss of time. They
were immediately operationalised with the lake at Nainital
and the reservoir at the Tehri
Dam providing adequate supply
of water. The only problem faced
was the supply of fuel for the
choppers as the tankers moved at
a very slow pace on the winding
hilly roads. The ordeal was finally over after a few showers
towards the end of April, breaking one of the longest dry spells
of more than 50 days at a stretch.
While only a certain
amount of damage by fires can
be quantified, the adverse
impact on biodiversity and
ecosystem remains immense
and unquantifiable. Suffice to
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Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Farooq, now a threat” (September
18). That former Jammu &
Kashmir Chief Minister and
National Conference leader Farooq
Abdullah was booked under the
Public Safety Act (PSA) exposes
the true intention of the ruling
Government. Ever since it abrogated the Valley’s special status, there
has been a complete lockdown
there. More than 40 days have
passed but things have remained
the same. Instead of engaging
with the people or taking steps to
restore normalcy, the Government
is imposing laws that go against the
spirit of the Constitution.
Farooq’s detention comes
close on the heels of MDMK
leader Vaiko moving a habeas corpus petition in the Supreme
Court, seeking the J&K
Government to set him free. It
must also be remembered that
Farooq was already under house
arrest for more than 40 days, as
have two other former Chief
Ministers Mehbooba Mufti and
Omar Abdullah. If Abdullah’s
arrest was inevitable, the
Government must give appropriate reasons for the same. It’s
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say that huge volumes of carbon
dioxide so released lead to serious environmental impact. In
addition, nano-sized particles
from the smoke tend to settle on
snow-covered areas in the vicinity, which is a separate field of
study in glaciology. It is, however, well-known that such
depositions and even a fractional rise in temperatures lead to
erosion and consequent retraction of the glaciers.
Two very important glaciers
in the vicinity of the fire impacted area are Gangotri and Milan.
Both have extensively been studied by experts. Water from these
glaciers flows entirely into the
Gangetic river system.
Almost 65 per cent of the
landmass in Uttarakhand is
under the cover of forests out of
which the Chirpine (pinus roxburghii) occupies about 20 per
cent of the area, which is about
four lakh hectares. Every year,
large quantities of dry pine needles fall on the ground. These are
very rich in oil, are highly inflammable and constitute a major
source of fire hazard in the State.
The Uttarakhand Renewable
Energy Department Agency
(UREDA) has since launched a
scheme whereby pine needles are
collected by villagers, who are
paid on account of the weight of
their collection. The needles are
then used as fuel to generate
power.
During the post-fire analysis, one aspect that was mentioned very emphatically by
one and all was that the partic-
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beyond imagination that a very
senior politician and one of the
most prominent faces in the
country is being considered as a
threat to security.
Tharcius S Fernando
Chennai

ipation of Van Panchayats had
almost been negligible. Earlier,
forest dwellers used to provide
volunteers, who would maintain
a strict vigil and help prevent
and extinguish the fires well in
time. After the introduction of
and sometimes over stringent
application of the Forest Rights
Act, traditional forest dwellers
from certain areas faced eviction, leading to a sort of vacuum with none to look after the
vast tracts of forests. The official
departmental guards are either
too inadequate or permanently absent from duty.
In some foreign countries,
like Australia and elsewhere,
spraying of fire retardants is not
uncommon when the fires
become life-threatening.
However, such sprays have not
been used in India. Nevertheless,
there is enough scope for technological innovations in this important area that impacts the environment. At one time, the
Uttarkhand Government had
sought to do away with the
chirpine plantation and resorted
to large scale afforestation
through oak and other hardy
trees. But this was dependent on
expert advice as it had serious
implications for both the soil
structure and the environment.
Considering their impact on the
environment as well as biodiversity, vital decisions need to be
taken in the right earnest.
(The writer is a former
Governor of Uttarakhand and a
Senior Advisor at the Pranab
Mukherjee Foundation)
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Bd_aT\T2^dacQP]^]cWTbP[TP]SdbT^UR^]eT]cX^]
P[UXaTRaPRZTab3T[WXaTR^aSbf^abcPXa`dP[XchTeTahhTPa
PSPhPUcTa3XfP[X:TYaXfP[WPbR[PX\TScWPcPXa_^[[d
cX^]X]3T[WXSa^__TS!$_TaRT]cX]U^dahTPab>][hP
_^bc=^eT\QTabcdShfX[[eX]SXRPcTWXbbcP]S
6P]P_PcWX1WPc
0Z^[P

7Q^TXYQ^`XY\_c_`Xi
Sir — Responding to the call of
Greta Thunberg, the 16-year-old
Swedish climate activist, various
Indian cities, including Delhi,

Mumbai, Chennai, Bengaluru,
Kolkata, Kochi, Allahabad and
Calicut will be hosting “climate
strikes” between September 20
and September 27. Thousands of
students from across the nation
will skip schools to be part of the

“climate strike.”
Thunberg’s movement has
had its impact in India and the
country became a witness to
some of its first school strikes
with students demanding more
action from authorities regarding
global warming and climate
change. The May 24 climate
strike saw a great turnout in cities
like Mumbai, Bengaluru and
Delhi. Though skipping schools
and colleges won’t make a difference, certainly it can help create
awareness.
However, the best way to
combat pollution, which has been
one of the most pressing environmental threats to human health,
is to listen to Mahatma Gandhiji’s
message. The issues that the world
community is faced with today
were envisioned by him decades
ago. His idea of swaraj in terms of
clean air and water is more relevant in our times than it was when
India was under foreign rule.
Most importantly, his suggestion
was that school and college students must be educated about the
value of clean air.
Srishti Mathur
Ujjain
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
[TccTabc^_X^]TTa/V\PX[R^\

P]P[hbXb
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66HFUHWDU\RI6WDWH0LNH3RPSHRGLVPLVVHGWKH+RXWKLFODLP
WKDWWKH<HPHQLUHEHOJURXSKDGFDUULHGRXW6DWXUGD\·VVWULNH
RQWZRKXJH6DXGL$UDELDQRLOSURFHVVLQJIDFLOLWLHV7KHUHZDV
´QRHYLGHQFHµWKDWWKHGURQHVEHORQJHGWRWKH+RXWKLVKHVDLG,QVWHDG
KHEODPHG,UDQ1RVXUSULVHWKHUH7KHZD\WKLQJVDUHDWWKHPRPHQW
LIDQLQFRPLQJDVWHURLGZHUHDERXWWRVWULNHWKH(DUWKWKH86ZRXOG
EODPH,UDQ%XWWKHUH·V¶QRHYLGHQFH·WKDWWKHGURQHVFDPHIURP,UDQ
HLWKHU3RPSHRLVVLPSO\WUDGLQJRQWKHDVVXPSWLRQWKDW<HPHQLV
DUHWRRLJQRUDQWWRPDQDJHWKDWVRUWRIWHFKQRORJ\VRLWPXVWEH
,UDQ6DXGL$UDELDDQGWKHDOOLDQFHRIRWKHUDXWRFUDWLF$UDE6WDWHV
WKDWKDYHEHHQERPELQJ<HPHQVLQFHSXVKWKHVDPHOLQHDOO
WKHWLPH,WJRHVGRZQIDLUO\ZHOOLQWKHNLQJGRPZKHUHPRVWSHR
SOHORRNGRZQRQ<HPHQLVIRUEHLQJSRRUDQGOHVVZHOOHGXFDWHG
EXWLWLVQ·WDFWXDOO\WUXH
:LWKLQD\HDURIWKHZDU·VVWDUWWKH<HPHQLVEHJDQODXQFKLQJ
DIHZVPDOOEDOOLVWLFPLVVLOHV ZLWKFRQYHQWLRQDOZDUKHDGV EDFNDW
6DXGL$UDELDEXWWKH6DXGLVUHIXVHGWREHOLHYHWKH\ZHUHGRLQJLW
WKHPVHOYHV7KH+RXWKLVWKH\LPSOLHGZHUHWRREDFNZDUGWRXSJUDGH
WKH<HPHQLDLUIRUFH·VROG6RYLHWPDGH6FXGPLVVLOHVWKHPVHOYHV
,UDQPXVWKDYHKHOSHGWKHP,QIDFWWKH<HPHQLDLUIRUFHKDG6FXG
PLVVLOHVIRUGHFDGHVEHIRUHWKH*RYHUQPHQWFROODSVHGLQDQG
WHFKQLFLDQVWRVHUYLFHWKHP6RPHPD\EHPRVWRIWKRVHWHFKQL
FLDQVWKUHZLQWKHLUORWZLWKWKH+RXWKLVDQGXSJUDGHGWKRVH6FXGV
E\FXWWLQJWKHPLQKDOIDQGLQVHUWLQJDODUJHUIXHOWDQN,WFKDQJHG
WKHLUIOLJKWFKDUDFWHULVWLFDQGPDGHWKHPYHU\LQDFFXUDWHEXWLWGLG
H[WHQGWKHLUUDQJHHQRXJKWRKLWWDUJHWVDOORYHUVRXWKHUQDQGHDVW
HUQ6DXGL$UDELD$QGE\PLGWKH+RXWKLVZKRFRQWUROOHGPRVW
RI<HPHQZHUHPDNLQJWKHLURZQLPSURYHGFRSLHVNQRZQDV%XUNDQ
PLVVLOHV7KH¶6XSHU6FXGV·ZHUHPRUHDPRUDOHERRVWHUWKDQDZDU
ZLQQHUIRUWKH+RXWKLVZKROLYHXQGHUDPHUFLOHVVGDLO\ERPEDUG
PHQWIURPWKHDLU GRFXPHQWHGFLYLOLDQGHDWKVVRIDU 7KH
FXUUHQWDWWDFNVLIWKH+RXWKLV·FODLPLVWUXHZRXOGMXVWEHDQRWKHU
PRUDOHERRVWHUHYHQWKRXJKLWKDVWHPSRUDULO\FXWZRUOGRLOSURGXF
WLRQE\DURXQGILYHSHUFHQW
%XWZDVLWUHDOO\WKH+RXWKLV"$WWKLVSRLQWWKHUHLVQRFOHDUHYL
GHQFHEXWLWFRXOGKDYHEHHQ7KH\FHUWDLQO\KDYHWKHPRWLYHDQG
WKH\PD\KDYHWKHWHFKQRORJ\7KH\KDYHXVHGVPDOOGURQHVLQSUH
YLRXVDLUVWULNHVDQGWKHUHDUHELJJHUGURQHVDYDLODEOHFRPPHUFLDO
O\WKDWFRXOGGRWKHGDPDJHVHHQDWWKH6DXGLIDFLOLWLHV7KHELJJHVW
FXUUHQWO\DYDLODEOHLVWKH*XDUGLDQDPRQVWHUWKDWFDQFDUU\DSD\
ORDGRINLORV,W·VPDGHE\*ULII$YLDWLRQD1RUZHJLDQFRPSD
Q\ZKRVH/DNHODQGIDFWRU\LQ)ORULGDLVSURGXFLQJRQH*XDUGLDQD
GD\DQGVHOOLQJWKHPWRLQGXVWULDODJULFXOWXUDODQGPLOLWDU\FOLHQWV
,WZRXOGEHTXLWHDWULFNIRUWKH+RXWKLVWRDFTXLUHWHQRIWKHP
EXWVWUDQJHUWKLQJVKDYHKDSSHQHG2UPD\EHWKH\GLGJHWWKHLUKDQGV
RQVRPHPLOLWDU\GURQHVZKLFKZRXOGFHUWDLQO\EHXSWRWKHMRE2U
PD\EHLWZDV,UDQEXWQRERG\UHDOO\NQRZV\HW
2QHDSSDUHQWIODZLQWKH+RXWKLWKHRU\LVWKDWWKHUHDUHQRFLYLO
LDQGURQHVFDSDEOHRIIO\LQJWKHDOPRVWNPIURP<HPHQWRWKH
6DXGLWDUJHWVEXWWKDW·VQRWUHDOO\QHFHVVDU\0RVWRIWKHODQGDURXQG
WKH$ETDLTDQG.KXUDLVRLOIDFLOLWLHVLVRSHQGHVHUWDQGODXQFKLQJ
WKHGURQHVIRUNPDZD\ZRXOGHVFDSHGHWHFWLRQXQOHVVWKH
6DXGLVZHUHDFWLYHO\DQWLFLSDWLQJVXFKDQDWWDFN
:KRZRXOGODXQFKWKHP"7KHUHDUHDPLOOLRQ<HPHQLVUHVLGHQW
LQ6DXGL$UDELDSOXVWZRWRWKUHHPLOOLRQ6DXGLFLWL]HQVZKRVXIIHU
VHYHUHGLVFULPLQDWLRQEHFDXVHWKH\IROORZWKH6KLDYHUVLRQRI,VODP
7KHUHDUHHYHQ6XQQL6DXGLFLWL]HQV PRVWO\,VODPLVWV ZKRDUHVXI
ILFLHQWO\GLVDIIHFWHGWRDWWDFNWKHUHJLPHGLUHFWO\7KDW·VDSUHWW\ODUJH
SRROWRILVKLQLI\RX·UHORRNLQJIRUORFDOFROODERUDWRUVWRVPXJJOHWKH
GURQHVLQDQGODXQFKWKHP²ZKLFKLVZKDWWKH+RXWKLVWKHPVHOYHV
VD\KDSSHQHG,QWKHLUVWDWHPHQWFODLPLQJFUHGLWIRUWKHDWWDFNVWKH\
H[SUHVVWKDQNVIRU´FRRSHUDWLRQZLWKWKHKRQRXUDEOHSHRSOHLQVLGH
WKHNLQJGRPµ1RQHRIWKLVSURYHVWKDWLWZDVWKH+RXWKLVRUWKDWLW
ZDVQ·WWKH,UDQLDQV,WGRHVOHDYHWKHLGHQWLW\RIWKHDWWDFNHUVXSLQ
WKHDLUZKHUHLWZLOOUHPDLQXQWLOFRQFOXVLYHSURRIHPHUJHVRQHZD\
RUDQRWKHU LILWHYHUGRHV 0LNH3RPSHR·VFRQILGHQWDWWULEXWLRQRI
EODPHWR,UDQODWHUHFKRHGE\(QHUJ\6HFUHWDU\5LFN3HUU\LVMXVW
SROLWLFVQRWSURRI$V,UDQ·V)RUHLJQ0LQLVWHU-DYDG=DULIWZHHWHGRQ
6XQGD\´KDYLQJIDLOHGDWPD[SUHVVXUH DQWL,UDQWUDGHVDQFWLRQV 
6HF3RPSHR·VWXUQLQJWRPD[GHFHLWµ)DLUFRPPHQWUHDOO\$QGZH
VKRXOGEHJUDWHIXOWKDW'RQDOG7UXPSIRUDOOKLVIDXOWVLVWKHJURZQ
XSLQWKHKRXVHWKLVWLPH2Q6XQGD\7UXPSWZHHWHG´7KHUHLVUHD
VRQWREHOLHYHWKDWZHNQRZWKHFXOSULWDUHORFNHGDQGORDGHGGHSHQG
LQJRQYHULILFDWLRQEXWDUHZDLWLQJWRKHDUIURPWKH.LQJGRPDVWR
ZKRWKH\EHOLHYHZDVWKHFDXVHRIDWWDFNDQGXQGHUZKDWWHUPV
ZHZRXOGSURFHHGµ7UXPSGRHVQ·WZDQWDIXOOVFDOHZDUZLWK,UDQ
DQGQHLWKHUGRHV6DXGL$UDELD,WSUREDEO\ZRQ·WKDSSHQ
*Z\QQH '\HU·V QHZ ERRN LV *URZLQJ 3DLQV 7KH )XWXUH RI
'HPRFUDF\DQG:RUN

(

@?9>D2>D=C4A@?9>D
8=BC403>5F40:4=8=62><<D=0;5>A24BC74
2>=6A4BB8B4=60643<>BC;H8=F40:4=8=6C74
5>A24BC70CA08B4E>824B0608=BC8C
°107D90=B0<09?0ACH27845

=>>=420=B0HC70C2>=6A4BB508;43C>?;0H
C74A>;4>5>??>B8C8>=>DA;4034AB5>D67C
8=;468B;0CDA4B?0A;80<4=C0=3>=BCA44CB
°2>=6A4BB;4034A

<0H0F0C8

090H<0:4=

)UHHWKHODQGWRVDYH(DUWK
'HJUDGHGWUDFWVFDQEHXVHGIRURUFKDUGVDQGDJURIRUHVWU\WRKHOSVWRUHPRUH
FDUERQLQWKHVRLO7KLVZLOOKHOSPLWLJDWHWKHHIIHFWVRIFOLPDWHFKDQJH

9>4B1C85;81BB8=67

T

he fire of humanity’s end has started to burn
the Amazon rainforests. Our hunger for
destruction of forests is older than the
Roman Empire’s greed for wood or Amazonian
farmers’ need for more land. In India, we are victims of rampant logging and deforestation, too.
The mighty Himalayas in Himachal Pradesh are
stripped for lumber and in the plains trees are
chopped to make way for real estate or farmland.
Badland use means degraded land of 26 million
hectares (ha) while excessive use of chemicals in
industrial agriculture is resulting in more fertile
tracts being destroyed each day. But time is up and,
“any wrong step towards Earth’s degradation by
anyone, any government around the world affects
each one of us.” This was made clear at the recently-concluded United Nations’ Convention to
Combat Desertification Conference of Parties
(UNCCD COP14) held in India.
India tops the charts as “the most climateaffected country of the world.” This means that
we may see temperatures hitting 55 °C, agriculture production failing and water wars in the next
decade. We need to swerve towards healing the
Earth and adopt realistic policies to address environmental degradation with a mass mitigation
movement, otherwise climate change will destroy
India. And city dwellers can’t do it alone. India
needs its farmers to save not just the country but
perhaps, the world. And this time cultivators need
help from our policy-makers too.
India is well stocked in cereals and is in fact
heading towards over-production in rice and
wheat, which is destabilising market prices and
not allowing for farming of other crops. The culprit is the state policy of the limited scope of the
Minimum Support Price (MSP) scheme. The
Government needs to extend MSP beyond wheat
and rice, and given the newer challenges of water
scarcity and climate chaos, we need to innovate
to expand the scope of farmers’ support system.
A direct way is to include more crops under MSP,
but the other can be to introduce relaxations to
land ceilings as advised by the Economic Survey
of India. This can be strictly done for growers who
are willing to devote over 80 per cent of their land
to orchards, agro-forestry using ecological practices like inter-cropping, natural composting
and so on. The Government needs to come out
in support of cultivators who can become the vanguard of India’s climate mitigation campaign. We
need a policy, which incentivises carbon sequestration by growers and Farmer Producers’
Organisations (FPOs) using carbon credits
matched by water efficiency scores. Carbon
sequestration is the process by which carbon dioxide (CO2 ) from the atmosphere is absorbed by
trees, plants and crops through photosynthesis and
stored as carbon in biomass such as tree trunks,
branches, foliage, roots and soils.
We don’t need all of the Indian farmland for
cereal production and should promote orchards
and agro-forestry, which are good for the cultivators and the Earth. As per a study conducted
by the Environmental Defence Fund (EDF) in
India, methane and nitrous oxide emissions
from rice farms could have the same long-term
warming impact as about 600 coal plants.
Compare this to a research on mango orchards
by ICAR-NICRA (Indian Council of Agricultural
Research- National Initiative on Climate Resilient
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Agriculture) published in 2019. The
study stated that the, “country as a whole
has sequestered 285.005 million tonnes
of carbon in its mango orchards. Andhra
Pradesh (AP) and Telangana put together, having a maximum area under
mango cultivation, sequestered 69.98
million tonnes of carbon. This is followed by Uttar Pradesh (35.58 million
tonnes) Karnataka (29.57315 million
tonnes), Odisha (21.07 million tonnes)
and Bihar (20.09. million tonnes).”
This figure can grow if agro-ecological practices such as inter-cropping with
pulses, other fruit trees, organic composting and fertilisers are used. Most
degraded land can also be used for
orchards, hence adding incomes for the
farmers/FPOS and helping store more
carbon in the soil.
In Ladakh, Nubra Valley produced
about 4,650 metric tonnes (MT) of apricot, apple, walnut, mulberry, grape and
plum and sequestered 22,300 MT of carbon. The cultivation of such temperate
fruits can be used for carbon sequestration and rejuvenating degraded land,
cold-arid regions by improving Soil
Organic Carbon (SOC) contents and
bringing more prosperity to farmers.
After achieving food sovereignty, we
should diversify and not only meet climate targets, by planting trees and
agro-forestry, we save water, clean the air
and bring higher economic returns for
farmers. To free the land to heal and
repair the Earth, we have to address the
issue of degraded areas. The burden of
cereal production has been rapacious for
bio-diversity. We need to rejuvenate biodiversity of the hinterland, especially
along the Gangetic plains and river
plains of the south with trees. Let the bigger farmers grow forests, so the small
and medium cultivators can grow cereals, lentils and oilseeds. Once the bigger

farmers shift out of cereal production,
small growers can get better prices for
their produce through the Government
and grain traders. FPOs can play a very
big role in this.
Take for example Lucknow or
Kanpur, both of which are high on the
air pollution index. The State
Government can identify clusters of
degraded or wastelands and convert
them exclusively into agro-forests or
mixed orchards. If a cluster decides to
use agro-ecological methods of farming,
it should be incentivised by allowing
each individual farmer to own more
than the prescribed limit in the Land
Ceiling Act of UP.
Instead of the Government bearing
all burden of degraded land restoration,
through policy decisions facilitate farmers/FPOs to buy it. The Government can
assist by providing region-wise biodiversity-based plans. Inter-cropping,
natural composting, organic farming
should be encouraged within the
orchards and agro-forests.
Farmers/FPOs should be exempted
from the Land Ceiling Act if they purchase degraded land and bring 90 per
cent of it under tree cover/orchards
based on local biodiversity in the next
two or three years. This should be over
and above the land ceiling limits within State laws. This would ensure that the
project is economically viable and
reduces the pressure on the land and the
Government. State laws can be amended to include this new category of farmlands and a limit should be imposed to
ensure that they stay under tree cover for
the next 60 years.
The next step would be to create a
national kisan carbon credit programme,
linking it to the global carbon credit system. Then FPOs/clusters can earn carbon credits for the country. This will also

encourage developed nations and progressive states like California to make an
investment into rural communities
directly. Global companies too could buy
carbon credits to reduce their emissions.
The farmers will earn more and we clean
the air of surrounding cities while earning investments straight into rural and
semi-rural India.
If land ceilings are relaxed for
renewable energy projects, why not for
climate mitigation through bio-diversity? Indian farmers, much like the solar
industrialists, are fighting climate
change; they only differ in their
approach. One uses shiny solar panels
while the cultivators are armed with their
saplings and seeds. They should be given
every opportunity to contribute to
India’s climate mitigation because the
threat is very real and affects the farmers and rural India more. We need integration of old wisdom and new farming
technologies.
The size of the land-holding is too
small and is ever-shrinking, while the
degradation and depletion of land fertility are at an all-time high. We have to
free the land and free the farmers to help
restore the ecosystem. Days of bullock
carts are long gone, we need to embrace
technology and steer it for the protection of the Earth and our nation.
We need to embrace new science
and the forest together, to save our civilisation from the negative effects of climate change. Reconnect with the Earth
and act now unitedly for the benefit of
our Vasudeva kutumbakam (global family) or else as best articulated by James
Baldwin, “Instead of ending the world
with water, God will end it with fire next
time.”
(The writer is Programme Director
for Policy and Outreach at the National
Seed Association of India)
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he ship-breaking business in
India is booming as many
nations across the world have
completely banned dismantling of
vessels on their soil, owing to public pressure over environmental concerns. However, the ship-breaking
business in India is gaining notoriety thanks largely to the anti-environmental policies followed at the yards
and the tremendous health risks
involved.
A recent Dutch documentary has
highlighted how environmental and
safety norms are being flouted in
Gujarat’s Alang ship-breaking yard.
The documentary titled, ‘Het gifschip
van SBM’ was aired on Zembla, a
Dutch television documentary pro-

gramme on September 12, 2019. The
documentary shows how the Dutch
company, SBM Offshore, concealed
that a gas tanker it owned, which was
to be scrapped in Alang, was contaminated with mercur y. SBM
Offshore provides floating production solutions to the offshore energy industry.
Many ships are contaminated
with mercury, especially the ones
converted to Floating Storage and
Offloading (FSO) vessels. Stationed
at gas fields, these vessels accumulate
high levels of mercury, which gets
attached to the steel walls of the
tanker. In addition, mercury also
contaminates ballast water. Some
studies show that its presence is as
high as 300 points per million (PPM)
of mercury in 4,500 tonnes of ballast
water. Furthermore the pipes and
steel body hold an average of 1,40,000
PPM mercury, that is released into
the air during the dismantling
process. This puts labourers and
technical staff at risk as mercury
exposure can damage the central nervous system, kidney and cause liver
impairment, reproductive and devel-

opment disorders, defects in foetuses and learning deficits. Yet in spite
of these conditions, the ships keep
arriving at these yards and breaking
continues round-the-clock. How
these workers protect themselves
against the health threats and what
the Indian Government will do to
take care of its people and the environment is anybody’s guess.

The work at the yards is largely
still being done by hand. As such the
risks and exposures attached to the
business by way of accidents and
chemical reactions are very high.
This raises a pertinent question as to
how the Government has not fully
automated the breaking process as
the heavy industry technology has
made major progress over the last

few decades. Big industrial corporations like Hitachi, Siemens and
Hyundai specialise in heavy industry machinery. So why is the shipbreaking industry still hand driven?
The Government must step in and
increase automation at these yards.
Not only will this benefit the workers, it will also be easy to adhere to
international ship-breaking guidelines.
Further, public awareness about
this business and its impact on people’s health and the environment is
low. This needs to change because
with awareness comes safety.
The Government, which is
always on the back foot on this subject as it’s a business fraught with
risks, can use technology as a way out
of this conundrum.
It can begin an online portal,
which deals with scrapping of any
harmful object, be it as small as white
goods and e-waste to as large as ships.
The portal, under different heads,
can give information and live feed of
the various dismantling and waste
processing facilities. This information will bring transparency on

adherence to norms concerning
health and environment safeguards.
This will also earn the Government
the respect of the common man.
While the ship-breaking business
has been the focus of many researches and studies, the lot of the people
on the ground and the immediate
environment, whether it is the sea or
the ambient air quality, has more or
less remained unchanged. With such
glaring examples of pollution in
front of us, it seems that the authorities in India, both executive and
judicial, seem to have trained their
guns elsewhere and on smaller
sources of pollution. This seems particularly true when one examines the
fact that ship-breaking possibly is the
only activity that has the dubious
capability of polluting the air, sea
water and harming human health all
in one go and under one activity.
Surely this cannot be ignored
and allowed to continue as it has
thrived long enough and consumed
enough human lives and environmental assets.
(The writer is an environmental
journalist)
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ith the Government
looking to ban single-use
W
plastic, Indian industry has
suggested to follow a structured
approach on the move and
sought exemption for certain
items.
"CII (Confederation of
Indian Industry) supports the
phase-out of single-use plastics
in a structured manner. In
addition, the priority items of
single-use plastics identified
for the phase-out need to be
decided through an inclusive
consultative process," industry
body CII said in a 'draft note on
single-use plastic'.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had suggested the control
on the use of plastics while
addressing
the
CoP
(Conference of Parties) to the
United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification
(UNCCD) here.
In his speech on August 15,
Modi urged people to shun sin-

gle-use plastic and encouraged
usage of jute and cloth bags to
protect the environment.
In the draft note, the
chamber suggested that certain
items may not be considered
for immediate action.
Certain items include plastic or MLP (multi-layered plastic) packaging which is integral
to manufacturing or packaging
process or such plastic which is
either made of recycled material or is completely recyclable.
It also sought exemption
for plastic/MLP packaging
which does not have any techno-commercially proven sustainable alternative.
It has suggested that plastic packaging/bottles used for
pharma/health products, with
capacities of lesser than 200 ml,
designed to offer required dose
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M

aharashtra Tourism
Development Corporation
(MTDC) on Wednesday said it
has upgraded 23 of its resorts in
the state with an investment of
around Rs 1 crore to encourage
tourists and promote tourist
destinations.
"The revamping of 23
resorts in the state took around
six months and was done in a
budget of around Rs 1 crore,"

MTDC managing director
Abhimanyu Kale told PTI here.
He said, there is a surge in
the number of visitors including
locals, travellers from other states
as well as from foreign tourists,
who are keen to visit the various
destinations across Maharashtra.
"MTDC puts a lot of impetus to manage and improve the
infrastructure to meet global
standards and hence we have
taken the initiative to upgrade
these properties.

of medicine/health supplement
thereby minimising potential
contamination should not be
banned.
To follow a structured
approach, it has recommended
prioritising single-use plastic
items; identifying policy/voluntary actions to address the
priority single-use plastics;
awareness creation to make it
a public movement against
these plastics; promotion of
alternatives; and adequate
monitoring and policy review.
The chamber has suggested for a baseline assessment to
identify the single-use plastics
with substantial impact on natural environment, along with
the current causes, extent and
impacts of their mismanagement.
"Targeted set of incentives
needs to be identified in order
to promote alternatives to single-use plastics," the note said.
In line with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's call to put an
end to single-use plastic,
Environment Secretary C K
Mishra on Wednesday said the
ministry has issued guidelines
to states and union territories
in the past and has been urging them to take the necessary
steps to curb the use of singleuse plastic.
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n a bid to corporatise social
security agencies, the
Government on Wednesday
released a draft code that seeks
to revamp the structure of
EPFO and ESIC, which would
get CEOs for the first time.
The draft provides for
change in the constitution of
Employee Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) and
Employees State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC), saying the
two bodies would be "body
corporate".
At present, EPFO and ESIC
work more like autonomous
bodies run by trustees and
board, respectively under the
administrative control of
Ministr y of Labour &
Employment. Both bodies were
created by an Act of Parliament.
Besides, it has been a
precedent that the labour minister is appointed as chairman
of EPFO central broad of
trustees as well as ESIC board.
Most of the time, the labour
secretary has been vice-chairman of EPFO as well as ESIC
in the absence of Minister of
State for Labour.
The draft code provides

0c_aTbT]c4?5>P]S
4B82f^aZ\^aT[XZT
Pdc^]^\^dbQ^SXTbad]
QhcadbcTTbP]SQ^PaS
aTb_TRcXeT[hd]STacWT
PS\X]XbcaPcXeTR^]ca^[^U
<X]Xbcah^U;PQ^da
4\_[^h\T]c

that the Centre would appoint
chairman and vice chairman of
the two bodies. Thus, the
appointees could be other than
the labour minister and labour
secretary.
The draft code also provides for appointment of CEOs
for the first time, who would be
executive heads of EPFO and
ESIC. At present, a Central
Provident Fund Commissioner
and Director General run
EPFO and ESIC, respectively.
Now, CEOs can be appointed
from Indian Administrative
Service as well as other services
after consultation with the
Union Public Ser vice
Commission.
Ministry of Labour &
Employment has circulated a
draft of the Code on Social
Security, 2019 and sought
stakeholder and public comments till October 25.
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he Government is doing
everything possible to turn
around the Indian economy
and bring it back to a high trajectory growth path, Niti Aagoy
CEO Amitabh Kant said on
Wednesday.
"If you look at the last five
years, India's growth on an
average was of about 7.5 per
cent....The growth story has
dipped to 5 per cent in the first
quarter of the fiscal year 201920. Both the RBI and the government of India are active on
this.
"We need to think what
kind of innovation we need to
undertake to attain a high trajectory growth," Kant said
while delivering keynote
address on 'Fostering a Culture
of Innovation' at an All India
Management Association event
here.
Whereas the Reserve Bank
has brought down the repo rate
by 110 basis points, the government took a series of measures and gave three economic boosters, he said, adding it
will continue to do so.
"The government is active,
the fundamentals of Indian
economy is intact and we will
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continue to do whatever it
required to take india back to
high trajectory growth rate,"
Kant said.
The CEO also said that
there are several measures in
the offing to boost the Indian
economy and there will be
more public sector asset monetisation as well as disinvestment.
Kant also said that there
will be more reforms in the
mining and coal sector.
"The government is active,
the fundamentals of Indian
economy is intact and we will
continue to do whatever it
requires to take India back to
high trajectory growth rate. To
my mind we will do everything
possible," he said.
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conomic slowdown has
impacted coal import cargo
E
in the first half of this fiscal, as
overall cargo growth at major
ports registered a marginal
growth of 1.9 per cent to 294
million tonnes, rating agency
Icra said on Wednesday.
Healthy volume growth in
container, crude and iron ore
segments was offset by the
decline in coal and some other
bulk cargo volumes, it said.
"The volume growth at
major ports has been impacted by 4 per cent fall in coal volumes - 63.6 MT vs 66.3 MT and some decline in fertiliser
and liquid volumes," Icra said
in a statement.
Coal volumes at major
ports grew 11 per cent in
FY2019.
"The decline in imports is
despite the fact that Coal India
Ltd's dispatches have also fallen by 3 per cent during this
period to 247 MT from 241
MT. Thus, the slowdown in
coal imports is most likely
attributable to the economic
slowdown in recent months
which has brought down the
overall demand and is likely to
impact the domestic port sector," K Ravichandran, Senior
Vice President and Group
Head — Corporate Ratings,
Icra said.
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elecom regulator Trai on
Wednesday invited public
T
views to review the January 1,
2020 deadline for service
providers to end interconnect
usage charges.
A telecom operator pays
for connecting calls of its subscribers to the company on
whose network a call is made.
Currently, an operator is
required to pay 6 paise per
minute as mobile call termination charges, called interconnect usage charges (IUC),
which is proposed to be made
nil from January 1, 2020.
Telecom operators with
large number of subscribers
gain from IUC as most of the
calls are made within their
network while net payout for
service providers with lower
subscriber base is higher.
At present, Reliance Jio
leads mobile market with 339.7

million subscribers followed by
Bharti Airtel with 328 million
customers. Vodafone Idea in
July reported decline in customer base to 320 million in
the first quarter of 2019-20.
BSNL has mobile customer
base of 116 million.
The Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai) said it
has seen rapid adoption of
modern technology in the
country's mobile networks
since the time it lowered ICU
from 14 paise to 6
paise from October 1, 2017
onwards.
"Though the imbalance in
the inter-operator off-net traffic is reducing over a period, it
still exists," Trai said.
The regulator said it has
proposed a bill and keep (BAK)
regime in which no operator
raises bill for IUC, after
analysing that the regime will
reduce the inter-operator offnet traffic imbalance.
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of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to
Ahead
the US, a bipartisan group of 44
influential lawmakers has
urged the Trump administration to reinstate India's designation as a beneficiary developing nation under the key
GSP trade programme as part
of a potential trade deal
between the two countries.
The Trump administration terminated India's designation as a beneficiary developing nation under the
Generalized System of
Preferences (GSP) on June 5.
The GSP is the largest and
oldest US trade preference programme and is designed to
promote economic development by allowing duty-free
entry for thousands of products
from designated beneficiary
countries.
In a letter to US Trade
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etrol and diesel prices were
on Wednesday hiked by
P
24-25 paise per litre, the steepest increase since July 5 Union
Budget, as a fallout of turmoil
in global oil markets following
drone attacks on Saudi Arabian
crude oil facilities.
Petrol price was increased
by 25 paise per litre to Rs 72.42
and diesel by 24 paise to Rs
65.82 in the Delhi market,
which is sort of a national
benchmark, according to price
information available from
state-owned fuel retailers.
This is the biggest singleday hike since the July 5 Budget
of Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman that raised rates by
almost Rs 2.50 a litre due to an
increase in excise duty on the
fuels.

The hike on Wednesday
followed a 14 paise a litre
increase in price of petrol on
Tuesday and 15 paise per litre
rise in diesel rate.
Following the drone strikes
on Saturday, international oil
prices rallied nearly 20 per cent
on Monday in intraday trading
-- the biggest jump in almost 30
years -- as the attacks halved
Saudi Arabia's output.
Rates have in subsequent
two days retreated, conceding
about half of the gains. Brent
crude future on Wednesday
dipped 0.26 per cent to USD
64.38 per barrel after jumping
to near USD 72 in reaction to
the disruption. US West Texas
Intermediate (WTI) crude lost
0.5 per cent to USD 59.06 per
barrel.
This came after signs that
Saudi Arabia was quickly

restoring production at Abqaiq
facility. Abqaiq is now processing about 2 million barrels
a day and should return to preattack levels of about 4.9 million barrels by the end of
September, Saudi Aramco chief
executive Amin Nasser said.
Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman has
reportedly stated that twothirds of production has been
restored and the kingdom sees
a full recovery in 10 days.
Oil Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan on Tuesday said India,
the world's third-largest oil
consumer, is keeping a close
watch on the developing situation.
India imports 83 per cent
of its oil needs, with Saudi
Arabia supplying a fifth of
these. Saudi Arabia is its second-biggest supplier after Iraq.

PS\X]XbcaPcX^]
cTa\X]PcTS8]SXPb
STbXV]PcX^]PbP
QT]TUXRXPah
STeT[^_X]V]PcX^]
d]STacWT6B?^]
9d]T$

Representative
Robert
Lighthizer, the House of
Representatives members suggested an "early harvest"
approach that "would ensure
that long-sought market access
gains for US industries are not
held up by negotiations over
remaining issues".
US President Donald
Trump and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will meet on
September 22 in Houston and
the two sides hope to announce
a potential deal on longstanding trade issues, including the
GSP, a media report said.
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he Department for
Promotion of Industry and
T
Internal Trade (DPIIT) on
Wednesday notified the recent
decisions to relax foreign direct
investment (FDI) norms in
sectors
such
as
coal mining, contract manufacturing, and single-brand
retail trading.
The DPIIT, under the commerce and industry ministry,
deals with FDI-related issues. It
notifies FDI-related government decisions through Press
Notes.
The department has also
notified the decision to allow
26 per cent FDI in digital
media, a move over which certain industry and experts have
raised issues.
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other Dairy, a leading
milk supplier in DelhiM
NCR, on Wednesday said it will
recycle 832 tonnes of plastic by
March next year as part of its
efforts to protect environment.
"To tackle with the burgeoning menace of post-consumer plastic waste, Mother
Dairy debuted its plastic waste
collection and recycling initiative in Maharashtra in June
2018 by rolling out the
Extended
Producer
Responsibility (EPR) programme," it said in a statement.
Mother Dairy, with the help
of a Producer Responsibility
Organisation, has collected and
recycled around 1,073 tonnes of
plastic waste till May 2019.
This quantity includes around
183 tonnes of multi-layered
packaging and 890 tonnes of
non-multi-layered packaging.
The company said it is
implementing 100 EPR in
Maharashtra and now wants to
replicate the success of EPR by
spearheading the programme
on a pan-India basis.
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head of the crucial GST
Council meeting on Friday,
A
a committee of officials has
rejected demands for a cut in
tax rate on items ranging from
biscuits to car owing to tight
revenue position as any reduction will dent Centre and State
collections.
The Council's Fitment
Committee which comprises
revenue officials of both Centre
and States has looked into the
demands
for
reduction in GST rate on automobiles to beat the slowdown
in the sector for the past three
quarters.
Automobile industry has
long been demanding reduction in Goods and Services Tax
(GST) rate from the present 28
per cent to 18 per cent.
However, the Committee
was of the view that the rate cut
would hurt the collection as
auto sales contribute almost Rs
50,000-60,000 crore to the total
GST kitty.
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T

he television industry
has welcomed the government’s decision to
scrap the customs duty on
import of open cell TV panels,
saying the move will boost
domestic manufacturing.
In a late night notification
on Tuesday, the Finance
Ministry said “open cell, (15.6
inch and above), for use in the
manufacture of Liquid Crystal
Display (LCD) and Light
Emitting Diode (LED) TV
panel”, would attract nil duty.
TV makers say the move
will help them reduce the manufacturing cost by up to 3 per
cent, however, consumer prices
are expected to remain same.
The announcement has
come just ahead of the festive
season sales and would positively impact the sales of LED
TV panels.
“Industry welcomes this
decision. This will ease the cost
pressure on TV and the benefit once passed to the consumers will help the industry
accelerate demand,” Panasonic
India and South Asia President

and CEO Manish Sharma told
PTI.
LG Electronics India said
the government’s decision
would boost domestic manufacturing.
“This is a very positive
development... it will certainly
boost Make in India,” said LG
Electronics India Director
(Home
Entertainment)
Younchul Park.
Open cell panel is an
important part of TV manufacturing and covers more than
half the cost of the unit.
Sony India said reduction
in duty would help enhance its
efforts to increase domestic
manufacturing of its TV range.
“The company has long
been committed to the government’s Make in India initiative. This withdrawal of duty
on open cell provides a strong
boost to local manufacturing
and will help us further
enhance our efforts in this
direction,” said Sony India
Managing Director Sunil
Nayyar.
According to Haier India
President Eric Braganza, the
industry has been pushing
for this for some time. TV
market is slow, so anything
that could ignite the growth is
welcome.
When asked whether it
would have any impact on TV
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price, Manish Sharma said currently inventories for festive
season are already in place,
however for fresh imports, the
cost impact will be about 3 per
cent.
“Our festival pricing is
already in place which is attractive compared to the previous
month’s. Hence post season,
this duty reduction will help us
maintain the pricing at same
levels with reduced cost pressures on industry,” Sharma
said.
Besides removing 5 per
cent customs duty imposed
on import of open cell TV
panel, the government has
waived customs duty on import
of chip on Film, Printed Circuit
Board Assembly (PCBA) and
Cell (glass board/substrate),
which are used to manufacture
open cell TV panels.
All leading TV makers
along with the Consumer
Electronics and Appliances
Manufacturers Association had
been asking the government to
waive it.
Indian TV market, which
is estimated to be around
C22,000 crore is facing tough
times due to slow demand.
Manufacturers
like
Samsung had shifted TV production lines to Vietnam using
the Free Trade Agreement to
import it.

Script
Open
High
MARUTI
6164.00 6210.00
YESBANK
65.30
66.90
ICICIBANK
404.90 404.90
HDFC
2007.00 2012.40
TATAMOTORS
122.90 125.55
HEG
1269.70 1294.60
HDFCBANK
2215.15 2229.35
RELIANCE
1204.85 1216.10
IBULHSGFIN
434.00 439.80
BAJFINANCE
3417.70 3464.00
TATASTEEL
347.20 361.00
GRAPHITE
350.80 358.00
BPCL
378.00 388.65
INDUSINDBK
1334.80 1349.20
SBIN
277.00 282.85
ITC
238.00 242.30
AXISBANK
643.80 654.20
TCS
2115.00 2143.75
JINDALSTEL
103.60 106.60
IOC
127.30 128.70
ASHOKLEY
60.30
60.80
HEROMOTOCO 2585.00 2618.55
BANKBARODA
95.95
96.85
ESCORTS
507.80 519.00
DRREDDY
2741.00 2770.00
HINDPETRO
253.10 257.40
VEDL
145.60 150.50
RBLBANK
356.95 357.85
IBREALEST
63.60
63.80
PFC
104.00 104.00
M&M
523.30 531.25
DMART
1608.00 1650.00
NCC
55.40
55.60
DLF
155.00 159.35
TATAPOWER
64.80
64.80
SUNPHARMA
424.65 424.85
RELINFRA
38.60
39.05
FEDERALBNK
84.60
85.50
TORNTPOWER
278.30 284.95
PCJEWELLER
42.70
44.90
IDEA
5.07
5.09
GET&D
158.60 158.65
RELCAPITAL
35.30
36.05
BAJAJFINSV
7170.00 7347.00
RNAM
229.70 236.50
UBL
1254.20 1262.55
EICHERMOT
16350.00 16566.75
CANBK
195.60 199.90
BEL
108.50 110.25
LICHSGFIN
395.50 395.50
SAIL
33.85
34.10
JSWSTEEL
217.00 223.40
UPL
562.75 564.05
COLPAL
1325.00 1328.35
LT
1316.05 1328.40
VENKYS
1697.85 1748.00
KOTAKBANK
1446.00 1478.35
BRITANNIA
2674.00 2674.00
NBCC
36.20
36.60
PEL
1836.00 1855.00
DHFL
48.15
50.20
PNB
62.80
63.50
INFY
831.05 832.90
MOTHERSUMI
107.00 107.30
ULTRACEMCO
3915.00 3934.10
TITAN
1160.00 1167.95
L&TFH
92.30
93.25
ONGC
130.00 130.05
ADANIPOWER
64.45
65.00
TATAMTRDVR
57.05
57.30
GODFRYPHLP
959.00 1023.30
STRTECH
152.00 159.50
BAJAJ-AUTO
2777.00 2818.55
BHARTIARTL
342.25 344.25
JUSTDIAL
699.05 712.25
COALINDIA
199.00 199.10
ASIANPAINT
1542.00 1560.85
MCX
948.00 968.95
APOLLOHOSP
1448.00 1448.00
SRF
2735.15 2783.35
HDFCLIFE
532.30 540.05
GAIL
132.75 135.65
ACC
1498.95 1509.65
OFSS
2899.75 2942.00
HEXAWARE
381.00 393.90
PIIND
1282.00 1282.90
PIDILITIND
1317.00 1324.60
HONAUT
26575.00 26695.00
HINDUNILVR
1840.00 1841.30
WOCKPHARMA
328.00 335.80
ICICIGI
1117.00 1158.25
RECLTD
137.50 138.05
SPICEJET
127.70 128.90
UJJIVAN
298.00 301.60
LTI
1621.00 1622.70
TECHM
709.00 718.15
IGL
331.90 333.00
HINDALCO
199.00 200.75
GODREJPROP
942.00 942.00
HDFCAMC
2590.25 2659.00
ADANIENT
144.60 145.80
PHILIPCARB
126.50 128.40
ZEEL
337.00 342.35
STAR
370.00 370.50
EQUITAS
101.50 102.35
CEATLTD
900.00 913.65
TATAELXSI
638.00 651.25
BANKINDIA
65.55
66.05

Low
5987.40
61.70
396.70
1982.60
120.50
1175.50
2180.00
1197.60
412.00
3390.00
345.60
331.50
369.20
1322.05
274.50
234.10
641.70
2114.30
102.85
125.40
57.45
2517.90
94.40
497.80
2716.50
248.80
145.25
346.60
57.05
100.30
518.30
1606.10
53.50
153.60
63.10
414.45
37.10
83.85
277.30
42.30
4.84
151.95
34.45
7170.00
211.25
1237.00
15866.55
194.40
105.75
385.60
32.80
217.00
543.15
1308.95
1313.70
1668.00
1446.00
2590.00
35.10
1808.55
47.50
62.50
824.35
100.90
3886.45
1150.80
91.60
126.00
62.80
55.25
940.10
151.50
2752.20
334.60
692.45
191.85
1536.30
920.15
1402.00
2707.65
532.30
131.65
1487.85
2857.20
372.95
1225.00
1292.00
25491.60
1819.45
319.05
1117.00
130.95
126.10
293.60
1582.25
701.95
327.25
197.15
920.25
2580.00
142.20
121.40
333.80
360.55
98.50
887.00
637.00
64.50

LTP
6093.55
64.10
399.15
1988.75
121.85
1193.25
2186.95
1205.70
419.15
3415.05
358.05
338.15
382.15
1329.65
280.50
239.60
648.20
2138.25
104.95
128.55
59.60
2575.95
96.00
513.10
2745.50
255.00
149.45
348.85
60.55
101.15
527.25
1645.65
53.80
157.15
64.05
416.80
37.40
84.55
280.25
42.85
4.86
152.95
35.10
7251.70
233.25
1250.20
16028.80
196.20
106.90
389.80
33.40
221.35
557.10
1317.65
1318.40
1695.10
1462.90
2614.65
35.65
1825.55
48.75
62.90
829.85
103.45
3901.95
1161.60
92.15
127.00
64.20
56.10
990.95
158.15
2778.70
335.75
706.40
192.50
1548.10
924.00
1433.50
2737.10
539.10
134.90
1490.75
2907.80
379.90
1274.25
1310.05
25614.90
1829.20
322.25
1153.80
132.25
126.85
298.55
1585.15
716.70
332.10
197.95
928.80
2641.75
144.00
125.25
335.30
366.20
99.65
910.60
638.55
64.95

?C8Q <D<108

quity markets found firmer
ground on Wednesday after
two days of steep declines as easing crude oil prices and a recovering rupee shored up investor
confidence. After a rangebound session, the 30-share
BSE Sensex ended 82.79 points,
or 0.23%, higher at 36,563.88.
Similarly, the broader NSE Nifty
gained 23.05 points, or 0.21%,
to finish at 10,840.65.
Global equities and oil markets stabilised after Saudi Arabia’s
energy minister said more than
half of the country’s daily crude
oil production, that was knocked
out by the drone attack over the
weekend, had been recovered.
He added that production capacity at its targeted plants would be
fully restored by the end of the
month.
Market participants were
also awaiting cues from the policy meeting of the Federal
Reserve, traders said.
Top gainers in the Sensex
pack included Tata Steel,
Vedanta, SBI, Tech Mahindra,
Bajaj Finance, Asian Paints,
M&M, NTPC and PowerGrid,
rising up to 3.95%.
On the other hand, ONGC,
Yes Bank, Bharti Airtel, HDFC
Bank, Sun Pharma and Maruti
tumbled up to 2.08%.
“Market was range-bound
with a mild positive bias backed
stability in oil prices with signs
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of faster restoration in Saudi
production. Further, rupee
gained and 10-year yield
declined which added respite to
the sentiment.
“Auto was range-bound as
the sector is unlikely to get any
interim relief by way of GST cut
due to concern of further shortfall in tax collection and challenges to meet fiscal target,” said
Vinod Nair, head of research at
Geojit Financial Services.
Sectorally, BSE realty,
metal, oil and gas, power, energy and FMCG indices spurted
up to 1.54%. Telecom and auto
lost up to 0.43%. Broader BSE
midcap and smallcap indices
ended up to 0.39% higher.
Meanwhile, Brent crude
futures fell 0.95 per cent to
USD 63.94 per barrel (intraday).
Tracking the movement in
oil prices, the rupee appreciated 52 paise (intra-day) to trade
at 71.26 per US dollar.
Further boosting global
market mood, US President
Donald Trump said a trade
agreement between the US
and China was likely to happen
either before or immediately
after the American elections.
Elsewhere in Asia,
Shanghai Composite Index,
Hang Seng, Nikkei and Kospi
ended on a mixed note. Stock
exchanges in Europe were trading in the green in their respective early sessions.
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illionaire Mukesh Ambani
has raised promoter stake
in flagship Reliance Industries
by 2.71 per cent to 48.87 per
cent, according to regulatory
filing by the company.
Reliance Services and
Holdings Ltd, controlled by
promoter group firm
Petroleum Trust, acquired
17.18 crore shares or 2.71 per

cent stake in Reliance on
September 13, it said.
The acquisition was pursuant to a scheme of arrangement not directly involving
Reliance, the filing said without giving details.
Ambani and his private
firms held 47.29 per cent
stake as on June 30, 2019 in
India’s second-most valuable
company.
As on June 30, FIIs held

24.4 per cent stake in the firm,
mutual funds had 4.56 per cent
and insurance companies 7.1
per cent. The remaining share
was with public.
Earlier in July, Reliance
had announced a composite
scheme of amalgamation by
merging Reliance Holding
USA into Reliance Energy
Generation and Distribution
and the latter with the company itself.
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Mumbai (PTI): Securities Appellate Tribunal (SAT) on
Wednesday asked NSE and its ex-officials, including the former CEO
Chitra Ramkrishna, to file their rejoinders within four weeks in their
plea against Sebi that penalised them in the co-location case. The
tribunal also fixed November 27, as the date for the disposal of the
case and said no further extension will be granted to anyone.
On April 30, market watchdog Sebi had ordered NSE to disgorge C1,000 crore, including 12 per cent interest, and had also asked
Ramkrishna and three others to pay back 25 per cent of their salaries
for the period involving the scam — between 2011 and 2014 – that
came to light in 2015. NSE and the people punished, challenged
the order at the SAT on May 21. The co-location case dates back
to 2015, when a whistleblower wrote to Sebi alleging that NSE was
giving a few high-frequency traders and brokers preferential access
to its trading platform which benefited both the parties at the cost
of others. The whistleblower had alleged that some brokers had figured out that the way to manipulate the system by becoming the
first one to connect to the server— preferably the one which was
the faster. Sebi said NSE committed fraudulent and unfair trade
practice as contemplated under the Sebi PFUTP (prohibition of
fraudulent and unfair trade practices) regulations.
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80.65
477.85
23.70
138.35
729.30
614.90
1235.55
213.80
545.00
36.90
315.05
1575.80
1162.65
59.20
108.45
1476.80
3297.60
188.15
239.55
444.40
169.70
916.10
76.50
1670.40
244.85
37.10
205.45
23.80
319.75
1288.20
7847.45
205.70
232.45
280.30
947.30
43.90
10.99
217.00
5810.90
473.10
120.75
220.80
36.75
2.22
134.30
77.30
251.40
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1858.85 1858.85
471.25 472.95
261.40 263.00
29.50
29.50
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5595.95 5650.00
32.65
32.65
646.40 657.15
52.00
52.55
79.80
81.00
10375.00 10468.35
160.90 162.50
980.00 987.15
343.20 352.90
2035.00 2078.95
393.85 396.90
163.80 168.80
198.30 200.50
60.00
60.65
188.00 188.00
176.00 177.00
455.85 456.90
26.10
26.15
62.75
62.95
188.00 192.00
396.90 411.90
345.00 346.25
403.00 403.00
1131.50 1132.05
39.60
39.70
92.00
92.75
511.80 523.90
175.80 178.90
77.40
77.80
625.00 631.00
84.15
84.35
500.00 525.10
1021.80 1027.90
66.20
69.40
464.05 468.95
163.65 163.65
145.95 145.95
126.05 126.70
531.00 531.00
223.90 227.00
188.15 188.25
1334.20 1335.00
35.60
35.60
220.00 220.60
152.85 159.45
161.85 161.85
779.55 794.40
95.05
98.80
235.15 237.30
22.60
22.95
466.40 466.40
7.66
7.79
578.60 596.60
462.40 464.70
744.00 744.00
158.80 164.00
92.40
93.30
255.70 255.70
18.95
19.15
3222.80 3295.00
381.25 386.25
171.40 174.60
4240.00 4240.00
728.00 737.15
330.20 332.90
309.00 309.00
599.00 599.00
98.75 100.35
543.75 550.00
80.50
82.00
432.50 437.40
730.10 740.00
6995.30 7025.10
56.40
56.50
148.00 148.00
570.20 571.00
1006.95 1013.00
36.30
36.30
124.30 125.30
397.00 400.50
310.00 311.10
12.38
12.57
71.80
71.80
106.90 106.90
1005.15 1011.85
348.80 352.45
36.00
36.50
166.55 168.40
41.00
41.30
219.00 232.95
19.90
19.90
2243.00 2261.65
88.35
88.35
72.00
72.00
339.00 355.15
1649.00 1651.30
394.05 407.00
3981.35 4123.10
227.00 228.15
279.70 279.70
424.75 429.30
1802.00 1844.00

48.80
22.25
1756.35
466.90
248.50
27.90
1860.00
5565.00
31.40
644.25
50.90
79.55
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154.85
973.75
343.15
2017.80
390.40
163.45
197.80
58.00
182.05
174.50
434.00
25.80
61.85
187.00
394.35
337.05
386.95
1106.80
38.35
89.35
498.15
174.00
76.55
617.70
83.70
496.10
1003.80
62.80
462.25
156.00
138.25
120.15
520.00
223.25
182.20
1324.45
34.00
214.95
152.35
153.00
772.50
91.55
234.80
22.00
456.30
7.45
578.60
446.75
713.20
157.85
90.35
246.30
18.10
3158.00
372.50
170.00
4000.20
722.00
329.50
298.45
562.30
97.45
540.00
78.40
426.80
726.50
6964.85
56.05
141.30
564.05
999.35
34.55
123.80
390.20
307.75
12.10
69.50
100.70
1003.10
348.50
35.20
163.00
37.30
219.00
19.65
2170.00
83.15
69.00
339.00
1626.50
393.15
3981.35
224.95
275.00
422.10
1782.00
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22.80
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250.25
28.70
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5600.05
31.70
653.95
52.00
80.45
10444.05
159.30
983.75
348.35
2062.50
393.25
165.95
199.15
59.50
183.25
175.35
446.15
26.05
62.00
187.50
398.05
338.05
391.85
1114.45
39.50
91.05
519.40
175.95
77.35
624.90
84.00
521.75
1017.95
64.25
464.85
156.80
138.85
121.85
526.85
223.85
182.75
1325.90
34.05
216.95
158.55
154.15
785.90
93.75
235.20
22.10
458.75
7.62
587.05
447.85
721.10
162.25
92.00
249.50
18.75
3272.20
375.60
172.15
4034.10
731.85
329.85
301.10
565.20
99.05
544.50
78.65
429.45
733.10
6991.75
56.10
142.15
566.40
1003.45
35.00
124.55
398.45
309.85
12.21
70.10
102.85
1005.10
349.30
35.95
164.30
37.90
223.65
19.70
2214.30
86.60
70.65
347.80
1649.85
399.95
4033.00
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New Delhi (PTI): The
NCLAT on Wednesday directed resolution professional of
Reliance Communications to
raise demand for C577 crore
paid to Swiss telecom gear
maker Ericsson before the
NCLT-Mumbai. Anil Ambaniled Rcom is presently going
through Corporate Insolvency
Resolution Process. A twomember National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal bench
headed by Chairperson Justice
SJ Mukhopadhaya asked the
Resolution Professional to file
the claims before the NCLT.
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14.75
1357.40
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410.20
181.50
280.75
536.75
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14.85
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187.10
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412.55
184.65
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536.75
1275.00
299.80
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94.00
24.60
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460.95
429.30
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24.45
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1731.65
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14.70
1324.85
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1884.75
447.20
180.00
2690.00
403.45
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280.75
525.00
1218.65
291.35

569.90
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24.75
365.90
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24.55
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14.75
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68.25
1902.30
450.20
183.50
2757.15
412.30
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526.00
1231.60
293.00
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241.25
1252.00
92.60
855.00
165.00
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12.99
320.55
399.65
1066.30
62.70
426.20
2105.00
2562.00
79.50
660.40
569.00
16.60
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344.00
1167.70
9.94
83.85
1985.85
222.00
180.00
106.30
482.85
51.95
166.75
167.50
9.53
243.05
290.50
857.60
548.75
661.00
140.10
61.25
234.95
2720.05
343.70
931.65
605.20
216.50
137.00
6114.95
252.10
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1325.75
669.00
94.00
113.00

74.90
330.90
106.65
130.50
252.95
1274.00
92.75
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168.10
753.90
256.40
12.99
325.00
399.65
1067.60
63.40
426.25
2105.00
2590.00
79.80
660.45
569.00
16.75
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345.00
1186.00
9.95
88.50
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224.80
180.00
106.30
482.85
51.95
167.80
172.35
9.53
248.20
292.20
857.60
548.75
661.00
140.10
61.55
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2858.00
344.20
952.00
605.20
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6124.95
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72.30
322.95
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241.25
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90.00
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11.75
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58.45
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221.90
176.00
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9.30
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290.50
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647.60
135.30
60.35
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2720.05
340.70
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212.50
133.55
6100.05
252.10
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93.60
112.05
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392.55
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59.10
413.90
2098.20
2570.75
79.00
653.35
561.95
16.60
474.05
342.55
1175.50
9.81
87.10
1973.10
222.90
178.45
105.25
476.55
51.95
167.65
164.15
9.32
245.70
292.20
849.60
541.20
657.40
136.80
60.80
238.90
2848.00
341.75
951.65
602.00
214.60
136.40
6124.95
252.50
915.50
1330.95
661.70
93.60
112.55
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he United States has concluded that an attack on
Saudi oil facilities was launched
from Iran, a US official said
Tuesday as Vice President Mike
Pence again warned that the US
military is “locked and loaded”
for a possible response.
The official, speaking to
AFP on condition of anonymity, said the strike involved cruise
missiles and that evidence
would be presented at the UN
General Assembly next week.
Pence announced that
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
was on his way to Saudi Arabia
to “discuss our response.”
“As the president said, we
don’t want war with anybody
but the United States is prepared,” Pence said in a speech
to the Heritage Foundation
think tank in Washington.
“We’re locked and loaded
and we’re ready to defend our
interests and allies in the region,
make no mistake about it,” he
said, echoing President Donald
Trump’s words on Monday.
The apparent hardening
of the US position came as
Iran’s supreme leader ruled
out negotiations with
Washington “at any level.”

However, continuing days
of mixed messaging from the
White House, spokesman
Hogan Gidley refused to rule
out a possible -- albeit now
highly unlikely -- encounter
between Trump and Iranian
President Hassan Rouhani at
the United Nations next week.
Trump is “obligated to try
and find peace,” he said.
Yemen’s Iranian-backed Huthi
rebels claimed responsibility for
Saturday’s oil installation
attacks, which halved output
from the petro-state, the world’s
biggest crude producer and a
close ally of Washington.
The Houthis are at war
with Saudi-backed forces in
Yemen, turning the impoverished nation into a proxy battlefield for bitter regional rivals
Tehran and Riyadh.
The increasingly complex
conflict dovetails with the Trump
administration’s attempt to curb
Iranian power through a “maximum pressure” campaign of
crippling economic sanctions.
Trump began that campaign after unilaterally pulling
out of a 2015 international
deal meant to reward Iran for
allowing restrictions on its
nuclear industry. He says that
Tehran is secretly cheating and
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Khamenei also said that as
long as sanctions are in place,
direct talks are impossible,
including a meeting at the UN.
“Without this, no negotiations will happen at any level
between the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s officials and the
Americans, not during the visit
to New York or any other
visit,” he said.
Whether the new stage of
the long-running US-Iranian
standoff leads to a shooting war

is the big unknown.
Saudi Arabia, which has
bought huge quantities of US
weaponry, is considered a
strategic ally in the region,
second to Israel, another bitter
foe of Iran.
Trump called off a retaliatory US missile attack on Iran in
June after the Iranians shot
down a spy drone. He said he
did not want to kill what generals told him could be up to 150
people. He has indicated that he

may no longer feel that restraint.
“I’m not looking to get into
new conflict, but sometimes you
have to,” he said Monday.
“That was a very large
attack, and it could be met by an
attack many, many times larger.”
US Secretary of Defense
Mark Esper labelled Iran a
destabilizing force in the
region, but stopped short of
directly accusing Tehran over
the strikes. The US military, he
said, was working with its part-

trying to build nuclear weapons
and must be stopped.
Supreme leader Ayatollah
Ali
Khamenei
said
Washington’s real goal was to
bring his country to its knees.
“The policy of ‘maximum
pressure’ against the Iranian
nation is worthless and all
Islamic Republic of Iran officials unanimously believe there
will be no negotiations with the
US at any level,” he said in a
televised address.
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S President Donald Trump
on Wednesday named his
U
chief hostage negotiator Robert
O’Brien as the new National
Security Adviser to replace John
Bolton, who was fired last week.
O’Brien, who has been
serving as the special envoy for
hostage affairs at the
Department of State, has been
chosen for the role, Trump
tweeted.
“I am pleased to announce
that I will name Robert C.
O’Brien, currently serving as
the very successful Special
Presidential Envoy for Hostage
Affairs at the State Department,
as our new National Security
Advisor.
“I have worked long &

hard with Robert. He will do a
great job!” he said.
In his role as special presidential envoy for hostage
affairs, O’Brien works with
families of American hostages
and advises on related issues,
including recovery policies.
In choosing O’Brien to
replace Bolton, the president
tapped a longtime lawyer who
has impressed him with his
work to extricate Americans
detained by countries like
North Korea and Turkey, The
New York Times reported.
O’Brien would be Trump’s
fourth national security adviser of his presidency.
On Tuesday, the White
House said President Trump
has shortlisted five people for
the NSA’S position.
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akistani authorities on Wednesday ordered a
judicial probe within 30 days into the death
P
of a Hindu dental college student in Sindh
province after her family claimed that the girl was
murdered, according to a media report.
Namrita Chandni, a final-year student of Bibi
Asifa Dental College in Larkana district and a
social activist, was found lying on a cot by her
friends on Monday with a rope tied to her neck.
Her room was locked from inside.
Police is yet to ascertain whether the girl
committed suicide or was murdered.
The Sindh government on Wednesday asked
the sessions court of Larkana to hold a judicial
probe into the death of Chandni, the Dawn News
reported.
“Section Officer Aijaz Ali Bhatti wrote a letter to the district and sessions judge of Larkana,
requesting that a judicial inquiry be held in the
matter and submit a report to the home department within 30 days so that further action can
be taken,” it said.
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he President of the 74th session of the UN
T
General Assembly, Tijjani MuhammadBande, has said he would “collaborate and coordinate” with the Security Council, and the UN
Secretariat to ensure that greater attention is paid
to prevention rather than reaction to full blown
conflict.
“I will also advocate for effective early detection and warning systems, as well as mediation,
negotiation and peaceful settlement of ongoing
conflicts,” Muhammad-Bande of Nigeria said in
his inaugural address as UN General Assembly
President on Tuesday. “I will work to engender
cooperation that will address drivers of conflicts
such as poverty, exclusion and illiteracy.”
He stressed that he would “collaborate and
coordinate” with the Security Council, and the
Secretariat “to ensure that greater attention is paid
to prevention rather than reaction to full blown
conflict.”
In June, the General Assembly elected
Muhammad Bande, Permanent Representative
of Nigeria, President of its 74th session. He served
as Vice-President of the Assembly’s 71st session
and was active in several other forums, including as Chair of the Special Committee on
Peacekeeping Operations, member of the
Advisory Board of the UN Counter-Terrorism
Centre and Chair of the Economic Community
of West African States Group.
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uman Rights Watch has accused Brazil’s
President Jair Bolsonaro of giving a “green
H
light” to illegal loggers to destroy the Amazon and
failing to protect those defending the world’s
largest rain forest.
Bolsonaro, whose anti-environment rhetoric
and policies have been widely blamed for a spike
in fires and land clearing in the Amazon this year,
has promised to open up the remote region to
more development even as he faces growing international criticism.
Official figures show Amazon deforestation
nearly doubled in the first eight months of this
year, compared with the same period in 2018, to
6,404 square kilometers (2,472 square miles) -more than twice the size of Luxembourg.
The acceleration in deforestation has been
blamed for the sharp increase in fires this year,
which official figures show have reached nearly
124,000, as land is cleared and burned to make
way for cattle grazing or crops. A decrease in precipitation and a recent heat wave together with
strong winds are also factors in the blazes.

ners to “address this unprecedented attack.”
In Congress, Republican
Senator Mitt Romney told
reporters that the United States
should not be drawn into war.
“Saudi Arabia is fully capable, with the weapons we’ve sold
them, to respond in a way they
think is appropriate,” he said.
Another Republican,
Senator John Thune, said that
if Iran were proven to be behind
the Saudi attack, that “crosses a

line that hasn’t been crossed
before and, yeah, I think it’d be
certainly appropriate for the US
and allies to respond.”
The contested strikes hit
Abqaiq, the world’s largest oil
processing facility, and the
Khurais oil field in eastern Saudi
Arabia. Oil markets continued to
eye the situation carefully. Prices
receded five per cent on Tuesday,
reversing some of the previous
day’s gains as analysts said they
were expecting Saudi output to
recover sooner than expected
after the weekend’s attacks.
As aftershocks continued
to ripple across financial markets on Tuesday, energy specialists S&P Platt said around
three million barrels per day of
Saudi crude would remain
offline for at least a month.
Britain and Germany on
Tuesday urged the international community to forge a “collective response” to the attacks.
French Foreign Minister
Jean-Yves Le Drian, visiting
Cairo, said it was “imperative
to put all our efforts together to
achieve this de-escalation”.
China condemned the
attacks and appealed to all
sides to “refrain from taking
actions that lead to an escalation of tensions in the region.”
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attling infertility, you thought that all
roads lead to IVF or surrogacy? But
things do not have to always end up
at an intensive treatment route. For there
are ways to do this in a natural way. The
advancement in medical technology
means that a clinical device can help you
identify and track your fertile window in
the comfort of your home.
The need for these arose as the
attempt to conceive can be stressful due
to rising societal pressure, a ticking biological clock, which, in turn, often leads
to repeated clinic visits, blood-drawing and
ultrasounds — things, which are not just
time-consuming but also expensive.
According to State of World
Population Report 2019, the fertility rate
per woman was 5.6 in 1969, it dropped to
3.7 in 1994, and is 2.3 in 2019. The
changed statistics can be attributed to a
variety of reasons, which include lifestyle
and behavioural changes. With almost one
in six couples facing problems in conceiving and one in two couples tracking their
cycles incorrectly, there is a need for proactive measures. With changing lifestyles and
associated issues, getting pregnant is not
as easy as it used to be which in turn has
led to the dip in fertility rates considerably.
These devices are doing away with
overwhelming trips to clinics for invasive
tests that make you feel like you have a
huge fertility problem, even when you
don’t. Fertility monitors can act as personal assistants that help you understand your
body and hormones better. While most
women believe that their chances of getting pregnant are highest on the 14th day
of their cycle, the truth is that ovulation
varies from woman to woman and cycle
to cycle. What’s more, fertility monitors
can help in case of issues like irregular
cycles, PCOS, PCOD, thyroid as well,
thereby helping you take total control of
your fertility, proactively. Taking the
guesswork out of the process of conception, it measures estrogen and luteinising
hormone levels in your urine to detect
peak fertile days in your menstrual cycle.
“The best time to conceive is right
before a person ovulates or releases an egg
because the internal body temperature
fluctuates during the menstrual cycle. But
it is possible to get pregnant in the days
leading up to ovulation, as sperm can survive for several days inside the female
body,” says Dr Neena Bahl, director,
obstetrics and gynaecology, Fortis
o you ever come across a simplelooking man sitting adjacent to
D
you in the local train, wearing regular clothes, carrying a suitcase who
seems to be a government clerk or a
secretary? You might assume that he
is just another middle-class man with
a family who spends most of his earnings on necessities like food and rent.
But then, who knows, if he might
have just met a deadly terrorist who
was hiding behind the railway station,
plotting a devastating attack a few
minutes ago. Or he may have just
gathered some secret information
about a potential terror act in the city.
Directors Krishna DK and Raj
Nidimoru’s forthcoming web series,
The Family Man, is about a man who
with his camouflaged appearance
misleads people who will never
know the real job that he is holding
— that of an intelligence officer. The
series revolves around Srikant Tiwari
(played by Manoj Bajpai), a middleclass man who also serves as a
world-class spy. He tries to strike a
work-life balance as he deals with his
familial responsibilities and the highly secretive special cell of the National
Intelligency Agency. DK says, “That’s
what they sign up for. They are very
simple-looking people and might not
even look like they would be courageous enough to handle those kind
of situations.”
Much to people’s surprise, the
idea of creating a web show around
this story has been work-in-progress
since 2016. However, it’s only now
that it came into being. “I had this
idea for a long time about a common
man hero who is doing an extraordinary job. We didn’t want to make
it as a film. A series has its own language. It focusses on various things
which come together as a whole. We
also felt that a film might not do justice to subjects like counter-terrorism
and geopolitics. So a series made
more sense. Thanks to Amazon as
when it came into the scene, we actually got a platform to showcase it on.
We also had Stree amid all of this and
then we also took a lot of time to
finalise its script,” says DK who produced and wrote the film along with
his partner, Nidimoru.
In one of the sequences in the
trailer, when Srikant’s son asks him
as to why he wants to continue with
his job, his daughter says,
“Government job me kuch nahi karna
hota na, isliye (It’s because there’s
nothing to do in a government job).”
DK explains that this is the very idea
that we, as people, hold about the
government. He questions, “Isn’t

LaFemme, Greater Kailash II. She adds
that testing through fertility monitors is
just like doing the pregnancy test. An ovulation kit tests your urine sample to
detect a surge in LH (luteinising hormone)
levels. While the LH is always present in
your urine, it increases 34—36 hours
before ovulation, which is five times the
regular mount. These tests help you find
out those days that act as an invaluable tool
in your baby-making arsenal. This time is
your most fertile window. Having intercourse on those particular days increases
your chance of a successful conception.
There are various ways in which one
can track fertility. Some ways are as simple as tracking your temperature in the
morning as the day your fertile period
starts, the temperature goes up by half a
degree. Second, to get an ultrasound on
any of the 10 days from the ninth day of
your period to 19th day, which shows the
exact size of the follicle or the egg and once
it ruptures, it is the most fertile period to
conceive. Third, there are commercially
available sticks that tell about the changes
in the hormones. It’s an indirect way of letting one know that ovulation is going to
take place, explains Dr Bahl and tells us
that in most cases, ovulation predictor kits
provide an accurate forecast of your LH
surge and subsequent ovulation. They can
be most effective when used together with
other monitoring methods. Along with the
kits, doctors usually suggest examining the
cervical mucus and charting the basal body
temperature which is tested the first

thing in the morning. These methods,
when combined, can greatly increase
your chances of getting pregnant.
As there are advantages and disadvantages of everything, Dr Bahl
says, “The pros are that it
is a simpler way of
knowing the best possible chance of conceiving. Instead of
going to the doctor
and getting an
ultrasound done,
you can choose
this method but
the con is that it is
not as sensitive as
the latter. Everytime
you are testing yourself,
your mind is preoccupied and it’s obvious
when you are trying too
hard for something, you get
stressed. You do not release
happy hormones which in
turn affects your ability to
conceive. Moreover, your sexual life is timed according to the
device and becomes mechanical. It
becomes something solely devoted to
reproduction. So yes, it can be a rough
method but then it’s obviously a convenient option.”
One of the users of the ovulation predictor kits shares her experience. Shweta
Verma, 32, a software engineer from
Bengaluru, says that they started their fam-
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that something that we all think? We
think that they’re an inefficient
organisation and don’t really work.
Government employees are negligent
towards their jobs is an idea that is
in-built in our consciousness. Their
departments take so much time in
processing everything. This idea is
rampant. And Srikant’s daughter
also believes that.” However, the
series aims to show the efficiency of
the intelligence department and how
“they work hard to create a safer
nation without the common people
ever becoming aware of it.” DK adds
that there is a contrast between the
public perception and the nature of
their jobs. It is also an answer for
“why do these officers risk their lives
for the nation when they can easily
opt for any other profession or job.
Why do they do this after all?”
While the series has a serious
message, it also involves some dayto-day humour which reflect upon

our everyday struggles. “We tend to
bring out everyday human through
our writing. And this is what worked
for Stree as well. Even when there was
a terrorist involved, we wanted to
show it in a satirical way. When you
say something serious through
humour, the audience might take that
thing home. Otherwise, it might
look like preaching in a classroom.
They would ignore it. The audience
always needs something that they can
relate to,” says he.
Actor Manoj Bajpai believes that
after doing such a role, he has
realised how “tricky” the lives of these
officers are. “We don’t even know
how many attacks they have already
stopped. They are not given an
award or the credit for stopping that
damage. However, they would always
be criticised for even a single failure,”
says the actor.
He adds that the biggest thing is
when terror attacks take place, peo-

ily planning after two years of marriage.
She was, later in the same year, diagnosed
with PCOD and was prescribed a medication for six months. After which, they were
advised by the doctors to try conception
naturally. The doctor recommended the use of
the monitor to ease
the journey. “I
used it for
three cycles
after which it
was discovered that my
husband
had a low
sperm count.
I continued
using it and
even
crosschecked the results
with ultrasound
scans. They turned out to
be identical. This strengthened
my faith and I finally got the good news,”
she says and adds that the monitor eases
the journey of a woman.
However, these kits do have limitations
as they do not work when fertility drugs
are present in the system. Moreover, they
do not work consistently on women over
40. Some women in their 40s, especially
those approaching menopause, have
increased levels of LH in their systems at
all times, rendering the tests invalid.
But coming to surrogacy or for that
matter IVF, these are for people who are

ple always discuss it and blame the
government for their inefficiency.
Even the trailer has a scene where two
men are talking to each other about
the failure of the intelligence agencies,
pointing out to the 26/11 Mumbai
attacks, which were “not” stopped.
“26/11 rokte toh baat hoti.” However,
here, Manoj and DK both believe that
it is because we only know about the
attacks that have happened because
“they were missed. These people
could actually be tracking a terrorist under your nose and you’d have
no idea. This is the tragedy of their
jobs. You never hear about their successes but failures are all over the
news. They are brought up long after
they actually take place.”
The scenario is much like that of
the country’s cricket team. They are
bashed for losing one match even
though they might have won thousands of others. The only difference
is that they are appreciated when they
win the cup. This is not the case with
intelligency officers, points DK.
For Manoj, he saw this role as a
chance to make their jobs look real
and believable to the common people. “When I read the synopsis, I
found it quite unique. I realised that
this is something that I have never
done. Through this, people would
actually come to know about the kind
of sacrifices they make. They keep
their families happy in their miniscule pay. But they also get the chance
to prevent any kind of assault on the
nation. I realised that there is a
supreme sacrifice linked with an
exalted sense of patriotism,” says he.
The actor feels that a film wouldn’t have done justice to what the series
holds. Manoj says, “The only difference between the two is that here,
there are are a lot of episodes so you
get a chance to work on the different facets of the character. Whereas,
a two to 2.5 hour-long film does not
really focus on the characters but
more on the plot.”
Recalling an incident in his life,
Manoj narrates that he, as an actor,
has always wanted to evolve. “When
I was in college hostel, my roommates
and friends would keep suggesting
and forcing me to read their notes
and study more. Some were even
preparing for civil services exams and
would tell me, ‘Tu bhi karle yaar thodi
si mehnat. Ban jayega kuch. Yeh
actor banne ka bhoot utaar de.’ And
I wouldn’t listen because my goals
were fixed,” he chuckles.
(The series releases on Amazon
Prime Video on September 20.)
?W^c^)?P]ZPY:d\Pa

infertile or have medical conditions which
do not allow them to conceive naturally.
Alisha Mathur, 36, a housewife, feels that
the device helps women conceive but “I
don’t think it can ever replace doctors or
labs or even procedures like surrogacy. It
works even for irregular cycles and notifies when there is a probability of a fertility condition or issue which requires clinical support. Surrogacy is a different
thing altogether. In the rarest of the rare
cases, doctors suggest it.”
Dr Bahl explains it better when she
says, “You can’t jump from class one to
class 10. Similarly nobody jumps from
tracking ovulation to surrogacy. What
would a normal healthy couple do? They
would try conceiving without any contraception for one year. And 90 per cent of
the couples will conceive within one year
of married life. So when you don’t, you
start tracking the fertility manually. But
most of the times you would visit a doctor and ask for his/her help. The doctor
will then guide the couple about the various methods. Only when they have tried
everything and failed does the doctor
advise surrogacy. It might be a marketing
gimmick that you can avoid surrogacy if
you buy this device. However, the trackers just help women conceive quickly.”
Using the ovulation predictor kits or
so-called fertility monitors provides more
privacy as issues like fertility are things
that women don’t prefer to discuss in public, feel both the users of Inito fertility
monitor.
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ilmmaker Shyam Ramsay, who made Bollywood horror a cult affair, passed away on Wednesday. He was
F
67. As per the reports, he was suffering from pneumonia.
Shyam, as part of the Ramsay brothers, made films
like Veerana, Purani Haveli and Andhera. Ramsay brothers also consisted of Tulsi Kumar, Keshu, Arjun, Gangu
and Karan. Apart from films, Shyam and Tulsi also gave
the TV audience Zee Horror Show.
Netizens have poured in RIP messages for the director. “Rest in Peace #ShyamRamsay ji. You and your family's stories are inspirational, How your whole family come
together to give Indian Cinema a new genre called ‘horror’ it inspired so many industry people how to work on
something, which genuinely believes in,” one wrote.
Another went back to her childhood days and wrote,
“As a kid, I was always afraid of ghost and horror movies,
while my sibling and cousin watched it without batting
an eyelid.”
Another wrote: “The genre of #horror is as tough as
making people laugh, the #RamsayBrothers did it with
their own unique ways. RIP #ShyamRamsay. I still remember watching that zee horror show and how that scared
the hell out of me.”
Filmmaker Vikram Bhatt, who has carved a name as
a horror filmmaker in recent times, was also saddened
by his demise. The Raaz director feels the late filmmaker was innovative, and regaled his audiences with fabulous spooky cinema from time to time.
“Ramsay carried the torch of horror films right
through the ‘70s and ‘80s. Even amongst the Ramsay
Brothers, he was considered to be the leader of the group.
He was innovative and regaled his audiences with fabulous spooky cinema from time to time. His passing is
indeed a sad and his contribution to the dark films will
always be held in high esteem,” said Bhatt.
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D foundation collaborates with Embassy of
Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan. Charge d’affaires
Tahir Qadiry announced a 15day long Afghanistan food and
culture festival with the foundation in October on the 100th
independence anniversary of
Afghanistan.
The food and culture festival is one of eight events which
will take place during the
anniversary celebration. Live
Afghani band performance,
ghazal performance, cricket
match and many more performances will be there. There will
be food stalls and live kitchen
display of Afghanistani cuisines
too. It will also display handicraft and textile exhibition,
fashion walks, cultural performances, conferences, workshop,
media interactions and meets
for three days. Subsequently, the
festival will also mark a meet
between Afghanistan and
Indian film makers.
The festival aims at enhancing the cultural relations
between India and Afghanistan.
Both the countries are bounded in cultural and historical relations. The age old cultural and
civilisational ties and the deeprooted linkages in the fields of
music, art, architecture, lan-
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guage and cuisine constitute an
important bond of friendship
between the countries.
Therefore, events like this make
us celebrate our values together.
Tahir appreciated the

founder director of CD
Foundation Charu Das. She
said that it is a privilege for her
foundation to have the responsibility of this festival. She added
that this initiative was mainly
taken to meet the commit-

ments made by CD foundation
in Kabul during a formal visit of
the city by a group of Indian delegation in August.
Her aim for planning this
festival is double. On one hand,
it is a way to exhibit various

aspects of Afghanistan culture
to Indians. On the other, it provides an opportunity for the
participants (women entrepreneurs) to get trained in their
respective fields by Indian
experts and to create a network

for doing future business in
India.
Dr Sandeep Marwah, chairman of AAFT and president of
Marwah Studio was also present. He extended his support to
the festival.
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he board meeting of city’s
Municipal Corporation was boyT
cotted by municipal commissioner
Dinesh Chandra as there was a uproar
during it.
The dispute started when
Municipal Corporation’s executive
vice president and BJP councilor Sunil
Yadav, commented on the work style
and behaviour of officials of Pawan
Pandey, manager of CLC (urban livelihood development company).
Chandra became so uncomfortable
and angered by this indecisive behaviour of councilors, that he left the board
meeting.
Later mayor Asha Sharma
adjourned the meeting indefinitely,

repeating all the proceedings. She
then had a conversation with councilors of all parties and condemned the
behaviour of the city commissioner.
She even wrote a letter to the chief minister, contempting the house. In the letter, the chief minister has been
demanded to be disciplined against the
city commissioner and other officials.
On the other hand, Chandra told
that the councilors in the house were
using unparliamentary language
against the former city commissioners
which led them to leave the house

silently. He added that he has not committed any contempt of the house but
instead sent the additional municipal
commissioner Pramod Kumar to continue the proceedings of the house. But,
the councilors continued to create a
ruckus even then.
In this sequence, the manager of
CLC Pawan Pandey said that he has
never behaved indecisively with any
Municipal Corporation officials or
councilors. He alleged that some councilors are angry as he had not facilitated their misleading work.
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was C41.6 lakh per annum
by Microsoft. More than
120 companies have visited the campus since the
commencement of the
placement session on July
22. They have made 6000
offers.
Top recruiters include
Amazon (18 offers of C32
lakh per annum), Barclays
(25 offers of C10 lakh per
annum) and startup Udaan
(four offers of C30 lakh per
annum. B esides this,
organisations like Veritas
and Pay Pal have made
internship offers

t the first day of
A
recruitment process at
SRM Institute of Science
and Technolog y, four
major IT companies
offered 4,749 jobs to students from the graduation
batch of 2020.
TCS (Ninja) has made
1437 offers, Infosys 1315,
CTS 1175 and Wipro 822.
Apart from this, TCS has
made 183 offers under digital track too (C7 lakh per
annum), said Sriram
Padmanabhan, director,
career centre at SRMIST.
The highest paid offer
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ith regard to environmental
protection,
municipal commissioner
Dinesh Chandra has issued
instructions to Municipal
Corporation establishment
heads that refreshments will be
provided only in steel utensils at
meetings held in all the establishments of the city’s Municipal
Corporation.
This model was first used in
the kavad camps during the
kavad yatra and had positive
results. Dinesh said that due to <d]XRX_P[2^\\XbbX^]Ta3X]TbW
the use of banned plastics, the 2WP]SaP

city used to get dirt piles during the bhandara and religious
events. He added that he made
it mandatory to use steel and
other metal utensils for all such
events.
“Inspired by us, the management committees of the gurdwaras and temples have abandoned steel crockery and made
steel utensil banks for the distribution of langar and food offerings,” said Dinesh. He added that
they have also decided to put
hoardings and stalls for publicity so that people are aware of it.

B\^ZX]VR^d[S[TPSc^aWTd\Pc^XSPacWaXcXb

heumatoid Arthritis (RA) is a
chronic inflammatory disorder
R
that occurs when the immune sys-

tem mistakenly attacks the joints
leading to pain and inflammation
in the tissue surrounding the
joints. Women are three times
more likely to get diagnosed with
RA than men and the disease can
impact anyone within the age
group of 20 to 50 years.
“Though, there are no exact
numbers, we can safely say that RA
impacts 0.5 per cent to one per
cent of the population. Despite relatively high awareness levels on

RA, there are many myths and
misconceptions surrounding the
disease which could pose an
impediment to the treatment.
Some of the common myths like
RA only affects people of old age

NHPC INVITES
APPLICATIONS FOR
SPORTS SCHOLARSHIP

N

and that there is no treatment. It
can have a negative impact on
patients therefore it is important
for them to come in for regular
check-ups and follow the
Rheumatologist’s advice,” says Dr
Himanshu Agarwal, Consultant
Rheumatologist
Max
Superspeciality Hospital, Vaishali.
“Smoking may contribute
towards the increase in RA cases
especially among younger population. People with genetic risk factors are also prone to developing
the condition. RA causes pain
and disability leading to loss of

ational Hydroelectric Power
Corporation (NHPC) invites applications for the second batch of NHPC
Sports Scholarship Scheme for
Upcoming Sportspersons in five sports
— football, kabbadi, boxing, wrestling
and para sports. These scholarships are
meant for young players of 14-19 years
(14-24 years for para sports) with a view
to encourage talent and create a pool
of sportspersons during their formative
years of education.
There is a maximum provision of
10 numbers of scholarships with two
numbers in each of the five sports. The
applications shall be considered for
scholarships in two categories — elite
scholar and scholar, based on the fulfillment of required criteria. The
details regarding the scholarships are
available in the career corner of NHPC
website. The last date for receiving
application forms has been extended
till October 17.

od is the seer of past, present and future. He knows
G
the intellect of all human
beings. In this regard, god
preaches in Rigved mantra
that there are people who
although sees the literal
Vedvani yet ignores it due to
lack of the literal knowledge.
And then there are people
who don’t understand it. A few
of so-called saints are
unknown to the meaning of
Ved mantras and Vedic knowledge, and then they misguide
people. Whereas they must
pay attention to the other
mantras where god preaches
that if an aspirant understand
Vedas, he only receives benefit of it. People listen to
Puranas, Bhagwad Geeta and
other spiritual books as they
are inspired to listen, in the
name of faith. They are even
explained the meaning of each
word in Hindi language,
whereas as far as the matter of
Vedas, the said practice is not
in vogue and hence the prob-

daily functioning and missing of
work schedules. Change in weather also leads to change in barometric pressure which could exacerbate the arthritis. Majority of the
patients come in within three
months of experiencing the first
signs of RA. About 0.5 to 1 per
cent of the Indian population is
affected with the condition.
Education and early detection are
crucial to the effective management of RA,” shares Dr Sonal
Mehra,
Consultant
Rheumatologist at Jaypee Hospital,
Noida.

Madras organised a Technology
Vision New India 2022
IwithITConclave:
the theme — development for all
through technology.
Rakesh Kumar, chairman, Scope
and CMD, NLC India Limited addressed
the conclave. Arjun Ram Meghwal,
MoS, Heavy Industries and Public
Enterprises inaugurated the conclave in
the presence of Dr Madhukar Gupta,
additional secretary, department of
Public Enterprises.
Rakesh asserted the need for industry and academia to come together to
bridge the skill gap of the talent required
by the industry. He pointed out that the
ambitious plan of creating a new India
through “Strategy for New India @ 75”
could only be achieved if the younger
generation is equipped with the necessary skills required in the current volatile
market environment.
The chief executives from various
public sector enterprises and other
organisations also participated in varied
panel discussions such as role of CSR in
technology, leveraging CSR funding for
nation building and many others.
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lem.
So it is clear that until people become aspirants and start
understanding Ved mantras,
the problem to follow Vedic
path will always remain
unsolved. Intellectuals should
approach the government to
do the needful because the
most important knowledge
to make the future bright is the
knowledge of four Vedas,
which emanate directly from
god. It can’t be compared to
any other literal knowledge.
Today, Vedas have almost
been intentionally disregarded instead of being followed
by people. Above quoted matter concludes that illusion,
corruption, dishonour to
women, violence and several
other types of problems exist
in world because people are
not aware of the Vedic knowl-

edge. Therefore, we will have
to pay attention towards Vedas
and its literature like Shastras,
Upnishads. Kapil Muni states

in his Sankhya Shastra Sutra
that there are three types of
sorrows, whose total destruction enables a devotee to

attain salvation. First,
AdhyatmikDukh, which is
generated due to internal reasons. It has two kinds —

Shareerik, due to human body
and Manas, due to
mind/thought. Second,
Adhibhautik, pain and afflic-

tion caused by snake and
scorpion’s bite due to physical
violence and bitter words.
Third, Adhidaivik, caused by
non- living things like rain,
fire, snowfall, lightening,
earthquake and sorrows generated by cyclones.
Kapil Muni says that it is
not possible to put an end to
the sorrows until we follow the
Vedas. Undoubtedly, today,
most people do not believe in
Vedic knowledge but truth
prevails. He further adds that
the said sorrows can’t be separated from the soul. Yes,
money should be earned with
hard effort. So the learning of
Vedas in all circumstances
will help to attain salvation.
(The author is Swami Ram
Swarup, chief editor of Ved
Ishvareeya vani, a bi-annual
magazine.)
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°H^dfP]cc^WPeTPc[TPbcP_^X]cP]SfTSXS]³cVTc
cWPcQTRPdbT^UcWT_T]P[chFWT]cWT_[PhTaYd\_b
QTU^aTcWTaTXbR^]cPRcXcRP]]^cQTP_T]P[chFT
RP]]^cRWP]VTcWPcP]h\^aTb^]^ffTRPaah^]
CWPc³bXc±

—Jurgen Klopp (Liverpool manager)

<TacT]bbR^aTbUa^\b_^cc^bda_aXbTW^[STab*CTaBcTVT]fX]b_^X]cPVPX]bc3^ac\d]S

°8cfPbYdbc^]TeXRc^ahQdchTbXcWPbVXeT]dbR^]UXST]RT
QTX]VPQ[Tc^\PcRW;XeTa_^^[XbX\_aTbbXeTPbU^a\T
cWThPaTcWTQTbccTP\X]4da^_TPccWT\^\T]c±
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—Carlo Ancelotti (Napoli manager)

H

olders Liverpool began
their defence of the
Champions League trophy with a defeat against Napoli
on Tuesday, while one missed
spot-kick condemned Chelsea
to defeat against Valencia and
another came to Barcelona’s rescue.
Liverpool survived a 1-0
defeat in Naples in the group stage
last season to go on and win their
sixth European Cup, and this time
a 2-0 reverse at the San Paolo
made them the first reigning
champions to lose their opening
game in the competition since
1994.
Both sides had chances in the
Group E clash before the hosts
won a late penalty with barely 10
minutes remaining when Jose
Callejon went down under an
Andy Robertson challenge.
Dries Mertens beat Adrian
from 12 yards and substitute
Fernando Llorente — who played
for Tottenham Hotspur against
Liverpool in last season’s final —
then took advantage of a rare
defensive lapse by Virgil van
Dijk to make it 2-0 in stoppage
time.

HAT-TRICK HERO HAALAND
Liverpool must now bounce
back in two weeks when they host
Austrian champions Salzburg,
who made a stunning return to
the group stage as teenage forward Erling Braut Haaland netted a hat-trick in a 6-2 demolition
of Genk.
Salzburg had fallen in the
qualifying rounds in the last
seven campaigns but finally progressed this season to the group
stage for the first time since
1994-95.
Haaland, the teenage Englishborn Norwegian striker whose
father Alf-Inge played for
Manchester City, gave Salzburg a
second-minute lead and netted
twice more before half-time.
Aged just 19 years and 58
days, Haaland is the thirdyoungest player to score a
Champions League hat-trick
behind Wayne Rooney and Raul.
The South Korean Hwang
Hee-Chan and Dominik
Szoboszlai also struck before the
break for Salzburg, while captain
Andreas Ulmer completed the
rout in the second half.
Jhon Lucumi and Tanzanian
striker Mbwana Samatta scored
for the Belgian champions.

°6XeT]cWT_TaU^a\P]RTb[PbcbTPb^]cWTQPafPbbTc
WXVWP]S_T^_[TfTaTPbZX]VXUfTR^d[SS^XcPVPX]cWXb
bTPb^]8cWX]ZP"eXRc^ahbW^fbcWPcfTRP]±

—Quincy Promes (Ajax forward)
°8cfPbPSXUUXRd[cVP\Tc^SPhP]S8cWX]Z
cWTaTbd[cXbUPXaR^]bXSTaX]VfWPcWP__T]TS±

—Marc Andre Ter Stegen
(Barcelona goalkeeper)

<PaRdbAPbWU^aS<PcXR9dP]<PcPSdaX]VcaPX]X]V <D52CfXccTa

<P]DcS0abT]P[

°FXcW^dcPS^dQcfTSTbTaeTS\^aT?a^QPQ[hPfX]Qdc
Pc[TPbcPSaPfFTR^]RTSTSfXcW^]TbW^c^]cPaVTc8c³b
PWPabW[Tbb^]^U2WP\_X^]b;TPVdTU^^cQP[[PVP\T
fT³eT_[PhTS_aTcchfT[[X]P]SfT[^bTXc±

—Frank Lampard (Chelsea manager)
°FTWPSU^da^aUXeTRWP]RTbP]SXUfTWPScPZT]
^]T^UcWT\fTf^d[SWPeTf^]FTbPXSPUcTacWT
SaPfcWPcfTfP]cTSc^`dP[XUhU^acWTZ]^RZ^dc
bcPVTb8UfTR^]cX]dTc^_[Ph[XZTfTSXSc^SPh
cWT]cWTaTbW^d[S]³cQTP_a^Q[T\±
1PaRT[^]PbV^P[ZTT_Ta<PaR0]SaTcTaBcTVT]bPeTbPbW^cQh<PaR^ATdbSdaX]VcWT6a^d_5\PcRWX]3^ac\d]S
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free-kick was converted by
Rodrigo Moreno. Chelsea were
given a chance to rescue a draw
when Daniel Wass was penalised
for handball in the box, but Ross
Barkley’s 87th-minute penalty
hit the bar and went over.

Last season’s Europa League
winners Chelsea ensured it was
two defeats out of two on the
night for English sides as they lost
1-0 at home to Valencia.
The Spaniards scored in the
74th minute when a Dani Parejo




—Marco Reus
(Borussia Dortmund captain)
°B[PeXP?aPVdTPccPRZTSdbfXcWX]cT]bXchP]SbW^fTS
PadcW[TbbbcaTPZFTSXS]³cS^fT[[X]cTa\b^U
UX]SX]VcWTaXVWcb^[dcX^]bP]SbcadVV[TSc^^\dRW±

—Antonio Conte (Inter Milan coach)
°4eTahcWX]VXb_^bbXQ[TFTP[[bPf0YPg[PbchTPaXcf^d[SQT]XRTc^
QTcWT]Tf0YPg1dcfTZ]^fcWTaTPaTP[^c^UV^^ScTP\b8c³b
WPaSQdcTeTahcWX]VXb_^bbXQ[T±

—Erling Braut Haaland
(Salzburg striker)

AJAX IMPRESS
Also in Group H, last season’s semi-finalists Ajax claimed
an impressive 3-0 home win
over Lille with two of their
newest signings among the
goals.
Quincy Promes headed the
Dutch champions in front and
the Mexican Edson Alvarez
doubled their lead early in the
second half before Nicolas
Tagliafico sealed the win.
After a patchy start to the
season, Barcelona will be
relieved to escape from their trip
to Borussia Dortmund with a 00 draw as Lionel Messi returned
from injury as a second-half
substitute.
The home side will feel
they should have won, but
Marco Reus had a second-half
penalty saved before Julian
Brandt hit the bar late on.

“We played brilliantly in the
second half, and it feels a bit like
we have lost two points,” Mats
Hummels told Sky.
Those two appear well placed
already to progress from Group
F after Inter Milan needed a stoppage-time Nicolo Barella goal to
rescue a 1-1 draw against rank
outsiders Slavia Prague.
Nigerian forward Peter
Olayinka put Slavia ahead in the
63rd minute, only for Barella to
level in the second minute of stoppage time after a Stefano Sensi
free-kick hit the bar.
In Group G, RB Leipzig won
2-1 at Benfica with Timo Werner
bagging a brace before Haris
Seferovic pulled one back.
Earlier, Memphis Depay’s
penalty gave Lyon a 1-1 draw at
home to Zenit Saint-Petersburg
after Iranian striker Sardar
Azmoun opened the scoring.
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anchester United and
last year’s finalists
Arsenal headline an
English trio that also features Europa League newcomers Wolves while
record five-time champions Sevilla figure to be
among the primary contenders as the group stage
begins today.
Scottish rivals
Celtic and Rangers
face testing paths to
the
knockout
rounds as bitter
foes Roma and
Lazio bid to end
Italy’s two-decade wait for
the title.
Porto, PSV Eindhoven
and Feyenoord are the
other former European
Cup winners in a competition that will welcome the
eight third-place finishers
from the Champions
League groups for the
knockout phase.
United,
Europa
League winners in 2017,
will host Astana in Group
L as Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s
side face opponents from
Kazakhstan for the first
time in club history.
They will expected to
progress with relative ease
from a group that also
includes Partizan Belgrade
and former finalists AZ
Alkmaar
of
the
Netherlands.
Unai Emery’s Arsenal
return to the competition

after last season’s 4-1 defeat
by Chelsea in the final in
Baku.
The Gunners visit
Eintracht Frankfurt to kick
off their campaign, with
10-time Belgian champions Standard Liege and
Portugal’s
Vitoria
Guimaraes also in Group
F.
Wolves, in their first
European campaign since
1980, will meet
Portuguese club
Braga in their
opening game at
Molineux.
Scottish champions Celtic travel
to French Cup holders
Rennes in Group E, with
Italian Cup holders Lazio
and CFR Cluj, the
Romanian side to whom
they lost in Champions
League qualifying, completing a tricky section.
Steven Gerrard’s
Rangers are at home to
Jaap Stam’s Feyenoord and
will do well to navigate a
group with Porto and
Young Boys.
Roma will take on
Istanbul Basaksehir in their
first
game
while
Moenchengladbach host
Austria’s Wolfsberg.
Austria boast two representatives with LASK
Linz among the six debutants — alongside
Espanyol,
Wolves,
Wolfsberg, Olexandriya
and Ferencvaros — in the
tournament.
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ndia were assured of an
unprecedented two medals at
the World Men’s Boxing
Championships after Amit
Panghal (52kg) and Manish
Kaushik (63kg) entered the semifinals of the marquee event with
impressive victories here on
Wednesday.
While Asian Games and
championship Gold-medallist
Panghal defeated Filipino Carlo
Paalam 4-1, Commonwealth
Games Silver-medallist Kaushik
got the better of Brazil’s
Wanderson de Oliveira 5-0.
Both the boxers sealed their
maiden world medals.
Before this year, India had
never won more than one Bronze
medal in a single edition of the
world championship.
The overall medal count for
the country stood at four Bronze
medals claimed by Vijender Singh
(2009), Vikas Krishan (2011),
Shiva Thapa (2015) and Gaurav
Bidhuri (2017).
However, Sanjeet (91kg), a
former India Open Gold-medallist, and fifth seed and Asian
Silver-winner Kavinder Singh
Bisht (57kg) bowed out after losing their respective quarterfinals.

While Sanjeet went down 14 to Ecuador’s seventh-seeded
Julio Castillo Torres, a PanAmerican Games Silver-medallist,
Bisht was beaten by the reigning
Commonwealth Games champion Peter McGrail of England 0-5.
The second-seeded Panghal,
who had earlier defeated Paalam
in the Asian Games semifinals last
year, wasn’t off to the best of starts
and was trailing Paalam at the end
of the opening round.
But the Army man from
Rohtak didn’t take long to get his
act together and become the more
aggressive one in the next two
rounds.
In the last-four stage, the
Haryana-pugilist will be up against
Kazakhstan’s Saken Bibossinov,
who stunned Armenia’s European
Gold-medallist and sixth seed
Artur Hovhannisyan in his quarterfinal showdown.
“He is a southpaw and has a
long reach, I will work out a strategy for him,” the 23-year-old
Panghal said.
While next up for Kaushik is
Cuban top seed Andy Gomez
Cruz, who out-punched Russia’s
eighth-seeded Ilia Popov.
Cruz was the light welterweight (64kg) category Goldmedallist in the 2017 edition.

ndian wrestling had a lot to
celebrate on Wednesday as
Vinesh Phogat secured Tokyo
Olympics qualification and
won a Bronze, while Pooja
Dhanda put herself one win
away from her second medal
at the World Championships.
Having endured a medalless run in three World
Championships before,
Vinesh finally ended the
drought by pinning wrestler
Maria Prevolaraki by fall in the
Bronze-medal bout.
“It is my first World
Championship medal and it is
a big thing to win a medal at
the Worlds,” Vinesh told
reporters.
“I had changed my weight
category and in just 10
months, I got this medal. It is
a thing of great happiness for
me. It is the biggest medal of
my career till now.”
She is only the fifth Indian
woman wrestler to win a
Worlds medal after Alka
Tomar (2006), Geeta Phogat

EX]TbW?W^VPcX]PRcX^]PVPX]bcHd[XXP:WPeP[SiWh1[PWX]hP

(2012), Babita Phogat
(2012) and Pooja
Dhanda (2018).
Earlier in the day,
she had held off world
number one Sarah
Ann Hildebrandt with
some superlative
defense in her second
repechage round to qualify for
the 2020 Olympics.
Vinesh is now one of

?C8

India’s most successful
wrestlers with Gold
medals
at
the
Commonwealth
Games and the Asian
Games, already in her
cupboard.
Adding to the elation of the Indian camp was a
gritty show by Pooja in the
59kg, a non-Olympic category. Pooja reached the semifi-

nals with a remarkable comefrom-behind 11-8 win over
Japan’s Yuzuka Inagaki before
losing the semifinal by technical superiority to Russia’s
Liubov Ovcharova, the 2017
European champion.
She will now fight for her
second Bronze medal at the
Worlds, having won one in
57kg at the 2018 Budapest edition.
Pooja can now become
the first female wrestler and
only second Indian to win two
World medals. Only Bajrang
Punia has achieved the feat.
He won a Bronze in 2013 and
a Silver in 2018.
Seema Bisla though
missed Olympic qualification
in the 50kg after losing her
second repechage round 3-11
to Russia’s Ekaterina
Poleshchuk.
Much was expected from
Sarita Mor after her shock victory over Pooja Dhanda in the
trials but she was far from her
usual aggressive self.
In the 76kg, Kiran had rattled her German opponent

Aline Rotter Focken to lead 4-0
but lost five points in a row in
the second period to lose the
opening bout 4-5.
She paid the price for being
over-defensive. Since the

German lost her semifinal,
Kiran’s campaign is over.
Navjot Kaur was also ousted from 65kg after losing her
opening bout to Alis Manolova,
who later lost her semifinal.
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HIMA DAS RULED OUT OF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

New Delhi: F^a[SYd]X^aRWP\_X^]7X\P3PbWPbQTT]ad[TS^dc^UcWT
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0bXP] 6P\Tb [Pbc hTPa BWT _d[[TS ^dc ^U cWT X]SXeXSdP[ #\ WTPcb
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PANT, SAINI NAMED IN DELHI SQUAD

New Delhi: FXRZTcZTT_TaQPcb\P]AXbWPQW?P]cP]S_PRTa=PeSTT_
BPX]X fTaT ^] FTS]TbSPh ]P\TS X] cWT %\T\QTa bca^]V 3T[WX
b`dPS[TSQhc^_^aSTaQPcb\P]3WadeBW^aThU^acWTUXabcU^daVP\Tb
^U cWT EXYPh 7PiPaT Ca^_Wh bcPacX]V BT_cT\QTa !# 3T[WX bcPac cWTXa
RP\_PXV]^]cWT^_T]X]VSPhPVPX]bcEXSPaQWPP]SXcXbTg_TRcTScWPc
Q^cWcWT_[PhTabfX[[QTPePX[PQ[TU^acWTX]XcXP[\PcRWTbBPX]XfW^Xb
]^cX]cWTb`dPSU^acWTCTbc\PcRWTbXbTg_TRcTSc^QTPePX[PQ[TU^acWT
QTccTa _Pac ^U cWT =PcX^]P[ ^]TSPh RWP\_X^]bWX_ fWX[T ^_T]X]V
QPcb\P]BWXZWPa3WPfP]WPb^_cTS^dc^UcWTRdaaT]cb`dPS

FEDEX, POTRO TO PLAY IN BUENOS AIRES
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MOODY NAMED AS COACH OF OVAL TEAM
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kipper Quinton de Kock and
debutant Temba Bavuma played
impressive knocks but India
were able to contain South Africa to
149 for five in the second T20
International here on Wednesday.
Newly appointed captain de
Kock (52 off 37) led from the front,
while Bavuma (49 off 43) too
impressed in his first limited-overs
appearance for South Africa in
almost two years.
But South Africa did not get the
final flourish they were looking for
and ended up with a below-par
total. India bowled well in the death
overs, conceding only 24 runs in the
final four.Pacer Deepak Chahar was
pick of the bowler with two wickets
for 22 runs from his four overs.
India captain Virat Kohli sent a
new-look South Africa into bat with
the visitors picking three debutants
in Anrich Nortje, Bjorn Fortuin and
Bavuma.
While Reeza Hendricks departed cheaply, de Kock looked in sublime touch from the word go.
De Kock cover drove spinner
Washington Sundar on the first ball
he faced before collecting three
straight boundaries off pacer
Navdeep Saini who was taken out of
the attack after conceding 13 runs in
his first over.
Bavuma, South Africa’s Test specialist, joined de Kock after the fall
of Hendricks in the fourth over and
he too looked in fine touch. He made
his intentions clear by pulling Hardik
Pandya over deep square leg for a six.
South Africa made only 39 for
one in six overs but their innings
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picked up momentum after that, taking them to 78 for one in 10 overs.
It took a brilliant catch from
skipper Kohli to dismiss de Kock and
shift the momentum in India’s
favour.
De Kock mistimed a hit off
Saini and Kohli came running from
mid-off to pounce on it, brining the
crowd back to life. The stand
between de Kock and Bavuma yielded 57 runs.
Vice-captain Rassie van der
Dussen, South Africa’s best batsman
in the World Cup, followed de Kock
in the dressing room quickly by
offering a simple return catch to
Ravindra Jadeja in the 13th over,
leaving his team at 90 for three.
Runs dried up in the death overs
but South Africa got a much-needed couple of sixes in the 20th over off
Saini, which went for 16 runs.
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ormer India captain
Sourav Ganguly said that
India need to look beyond the
upcoming World T20 when it
comes to finding young talent
and give them consistent runs
in the senior squad.
“The most important
thing for India is to not look
at the World T20 next year.
Before the last World Cup
there was too much noise
about it and that sometimes is
not good. What they need to
do is pick the best possible
players and give them consistent opportunities, as there is
some serious talent in the
domestic circuit,” Ganguly
wrote in a column for the
Times of India.
Ganguly said that the
bowling department in particular will be interesting to
watch with the likes of Deepak
Chahar, Khaleel Ahmed and

Navdeep Saini knocking at the
doors. “These guys, with time
and maturity, will see (Jasprit)
Bumrah, Bhuvi (Bhuvneshwar
Kumar), (Mohammed) Shami
as their role models and this
will be a healthy sign for
Indian fast bowling. Spinners
like
R ahul
Chahar,
Washington Sundar, Kuldeep
(Yadav), (Yuzvendra) Chahal
will also keep everyone on
their toes,” said Ganguly.
He said that K L Rahul
will now be under pressure to
keep his number four spot in
limited overs after losing the
Test opening slot. “With Rohit
(Sharma) and Shikhar
(Dhawan) at the top as the
best possible opening pair, K
L Rahul will be pushed. He
has lost his place in Test
cricket due to indifferent form
and the likes of Shreyas and
Manish Pandey will keep him
on his toes if he wants to hold
on to the No. 4 slot,” he said.
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eigning world champion
and title favourite P V
R
Sindhu sailed into the pre-
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he Indian men’s team
logged their best ever
T
result at ITTF Asian Table
Tennis Championships, finishing fifth after beating Hong
Kong 3-1 in the classification
match here on Wednesday.
The Indian team also
defeated Iran 3-0 to clinch the
Gold medal in the champions
division.
In the classification
match, India tried out a new
opening with Sharath Kamal,
who after the initial struggle,
managed to put it across Lam
Siu Hang 9-11, 11-6, 7-11, 117, 11-7 to provide the lead.
In the second tie, Anthony
Amalraj beat NG Pak Nam 911, 11-4, 11-6, 11-7, while in
the third singles, G Sathiyan
defeated Kwan Man Ho 11-5,
11-13, 11-7, 14-12.
In the second and fourth
games, Sathiyan won the last
on his second match-point.
He was the lone Indian who
did not lose a single match in
team event, having played all
matches from 1st Division to
finishing fifth in the
Champions Division.
In the final of the 1st
Division, Sharath opened
again for India and downed
Amin Ahmadin 11-5, 9-11,
11-6, 11-6, while both
Sathiyan and Amalraj were
stretched fully. Sathiyan beat
Air Hossein Hodaei 6-11, 114, 10-12, 11-7, 12-10 while
Amalraj accounted for
Noshad Alamiyan 18-16, 5-11,
11-9, 6-11, 11-9 as India won
the yellow metal.

quarterfinals with a convincing straight-game win over
former Olympic Gold-medallist Li Xuerui at the China
Open Super 1000 tournament
here on Wednesday.
India’s top shuttler Sindhu
beat China’s Li Xuerui 21-18
21-12 in just 34 minutes to set
up a clash with Thailand’s
Pornpawee Chochuwong.
Replicating her world
championship form, the
Olympic Silver-medallist produced another strong performance to get the better of the
currently
20th-ranked
Chinese, who entered the
match with a 3-3 record
against the Indian.
Men’s singles players, Sai
Praneeth and Parupalli
Kashyap also progressed to
the second round after notching up contrasting openinground wins.
Commonwealth Games
bronze medallists Ashwini

?EBX]SWdPccT\_cbPaTcda]bW^c

Ponnappa and N Sikki Reddy
too found a place in the prequarterfinals after crossing
the opening hurdle.
However, Saina made an
early exit after losing to
Thailand’s
Busanan
Ongbamrungphan in the
women's singles.
The London Olympics
bronze-medallist lost 10-21

108CfXccTa5X[T?XRcdaT

17-21 at the hands of the
World
No.19
Ongbamrungphan in a match
that lasted for 44 minutes at
the Olympic Sports Center
Xincheng Gymnasium.
It was the former world
number one’s second successive loss to the Thai player.
The 29-year-old Saina has
struggled for form following

her recovery from injuries.
The Indian started her
season with a win at the
Indonesia Masters but has
failed to reach another final
on the BWF circuit so far.
In men’s singles, world
championships bronze medallist Praneeth had to battle for
an hour and 12 minutes to get
past Thailand’s Suppanyu
Avihingsanon 21-19 21-23
21-14,
while former top 10 player Kashyap beat France's Brice
Leverdez 21-12 21-15 in 38
minutes.
Next world no 15
Praneeth will face China’s Lu
Guang Zu, while Kashyap
lock horns with seventh seeded Indonesian Anthony
Sinisuka Ginting.
In women’s doubles,
C ommonwealth Games
bronze medallists Ashwini
Ponnappa and N Sikki Reddy
too crossed the opening hurdle after their opponents
Chinese Taipei's Cheng Chi Ya
and Lee Chih Chen retired
mid way in the second game
after lagging 13-21 8-11.
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ver since making his Test
debut in Cape Town in
E
January 2018, Jasprit Bumrah
has improved by leaps and
bounds and has become an
integral part of the Indian
team across all formats, especially Test cricket. Bumrah has
featured in 12 Test matches so
far, in which he has scalped 62
wickets at an average of 19.24,
thus becoming the linchpin of
Indian bowling unit.
All these 12 Tests have
been played on foreign soil (3
in South Africa, 3 in England,
4 in Australia and 2 in West
Indies) where wickets naturally assist pacers. In all these
places, the right-arm pacer
from Mumbai has made a
mark and performed brilliantly. However, the real test for
him will come up when India
take on South Africa in the
three-match series at home.
Former Indian pacer Ajit
Agarkar feels Bumrah will have
an exceptional debut home
Test series against the Proteas.
“With experience, every-
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one can see what progress he
has made in international
cricket. I expect him to do well
in India as well. Obviously,
there will be times when the
spinners will dominate in the
series. However, with the kind
of unique ability he possesses,
I don’t think conditions matter
to him. He has the skill-set to
perform in Indian conditions
as well,” Agarkar, who is an
expert with ESPNcricinfo, told

IANS.
(IPL) and has been instrumental in their success in the
league.
“A lot of people tend to forget that Bumrah played quite a
lot of first-class cricket before
he played for India. He has
bowled in these conditions
with the SG ball. He knows
what to do,” said Agarkar.
Agarkar, 41, who played 26
Tests and 191 ODIs for India,
also said that Bumrah will be
fresh and raring to have the ball
in his hand as he has not
played much cricket ever since
the World Cup. “Since the
World Cup, he hasn’t played a
lot of cricket. He missed (rested) the T20Is and the ODIs and
featured in the two Test matches. So, he must be relatively
fresh and will be very keen to
perform in India as well,” he
said.
Bumrah played two matches in the Caribbean Islands, in
which he picked 13 wickets,
including a hat-trick.
“I would not be surprised
if he has an exceptional series,”
Agarkar signed off.
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ising Indian shuttler Lakshya Sen is
hoping to continue the consistency
R
that fetched him the Belgian Open as he
looks to break into top 50 in the world
ranking, which will help him qualify for
bigger tournaments next season.
The 18-year-old from Almora
shocked second seed Victor Svendsen of
Denmark in straight games to clinch the
men’s singles title at the Belgian
International Challenge last Saturday.
“I think I played consistently well
throughout the week and I'm happy with
my performance,” Lakshya, who didn't
drop a single game throughout the tournament, told PTI.
“This win will give me lots of confidence to do well in the coming tournaments,” he said.
“This year I can play more tournaments than last year in the senior circuit
and I hope to prepare well for all the tournaments.”
Playing his first full-fledged season
in the senior circuit, Lakshya had broken
into the top-100 in March this year. The
Belgian Open win saw him jump 12
places to grab the World No 67th spot in
the latest BWF ranking.
His father DK Sen, a SAI coach, who
gave him the early lessons in badminton,
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said Lakshya will have to quickly get into
the top 50 by the year end.
“The target now for him will be to
break into the top 50 by end of the year
so that he can qualify for bigger tournaments,” he said.
Asked about his upcoming tournaments, Lakshya, the reigning Asian
Junior Championship winner, said: “I’ll
be playing the Dutch and SaarLorLux
Open next month and then in November,
I have Irish and Scottish Open.”
Lakshya, who also claimed a bronze
at the World Junior Championship and
silver at Youth Olympic Games last year,

is currently in Europe playing in the
Danish League for Aarhus club.
“It’s nice to be in Denmark and the
league matches are exiting. It’s a new
experience for me,” he said.
“We are going to be in Europe for 3
months, play the European circuit and the
league matches.
“In the first team match, I won
against Jan Jorgensen and got 1 point for
the team. It was a big match for me,”
added the Indian, whose next outing in
the country will be the Syed Modi
World Tour Super 300.
Lakshya, who has been a trainee at
the Prakash Padukone Badminton
Academy (PPBA) since 2010, had decided to play in the season circuit after the
high in juniors last year.
He begun the year well with a semifinal finish at the China Masters Super
100 tournament before reaching the
finals at Polish Open. After a few early
exits, he suffered an ankle injury in July
but recovered well to claim the Belgian
Open.
“This year, I twisted my ankle in July.
It was not very major but I took two
weeks to get back on court. I’m just taking good care and rehab,” Lakshya said.
“Mental strength is very important
as in senior circuit every match is tough,”
he signed off.
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ahmudullah Riyad
smashed 62 off 41 balls,
with five sixes, as Bangladesh
posted 175-7 in their trination Twenty20 international match against Zimbabwe in
Chittagong on Wednesday.
Liton
Das
gave
Bangladesh a positive start
with 38 off 22 balls before a
mini collapse saw the home
side reduced to 65-3 after

they were asked to bat first by
Zimbabwe captain Hamilton
Masakadza.
Mahmudullah put on 78
runs with Mushfiqur Rahim
(32) for the fourth wicket
before Zimbabwe snatched
the momentum back with few
quick strikes.
Kayle Jarvis claimed 3-32
while Chris Mpofu finished
with 3-42 for Zimbabwe.
Afghanistan are the third team
in the tournament.

