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n the biggest reduction in 28
years, the Government on
Friday slashed corporate tax by
almost 10 percentage points as
it looked to pull the economy
out of a six-year low growth
and a 45-year high unemployment rate by reviving private
investments with a C1.45-lakh
crore tax break.
Two-and-a-half-months
after presenting her maiden
Budget that was hailed as
“development-friendly” and
“future-oriented”, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
announced cutting corporate
tax rate to 25.17 per cent to
bring them at par with other
Asian countries such as China
and South Korea but at the possibility of breaching the 3.3 per
cent fiscal deficit target.
In the fourth tranche of
post-budget economic stimulus measures, she cut base corporate tax for existing companies to 22 per cent from current
30 per cent; and for new manufacturing firms, incorporated
after October 1, 2019 and starting operations before March
31, 2023, to 15 per cent from
current 25 per cent.
This will be subject to the
condition that these companies
will not avail any other incentive or concession such as tax
holiday enjoyed by units in
Special Economic Zones (SEZ)
and accelerated depreciation.
The effective tax rate for
existing units, after considering

surcharges and cess such as
Swachh Bharat cess and education cess — which are levied
on top of the income and corporate tax rates, will be 25.17
per cent as compared to 34.94
per cent now. For new units, it
will be 17.01 per cent as against
29.12 per cent now.
The new tax structure,
which will lead to Government
losing C1.45 lakh crore in revenue annually, is effective from
April 1, 2019, and will bring
Indian corporate tax rate at par
with Asian peers in a bid to
attract investments.
The reduction in corporate
tax, which India Inc hailed as
the one which will revive
growth and investment, is the
single biggest cut in tax rates
since India opened up its economy in 1991.
India had the highest effective corporate tax rate of 38.05
per cent in 1997.
Companies in China,
South Korean and Indonesia
pay 25 per cent tax, while
those in Malaysia pay 24 per
cent. Only Japan has a higher
tax than India at 30.6 per cent.
Hong Kong has the lowest corporate tax rate of 16.5 per
cent, Singapore has 17 per
cent, Thailand and Vietnam
levy 20 per cent tax.
Sitharaman said the latest
measures will promote growth
and investment, but sidestepped questions on its impact
on fiscal deficit. “We are conscious of the impact all this will
have on our fiscal deficit, and

will reconcile the numbers,” she
said adding the changes in tax
rate are being done by promulgating an ordinance to
amend the Income Tax Act.
The Government had budgeted C16.5 lakh crore as tax
revenue in fiscal to March 31,
2020. Sitharaman also said no
tax will be charged on share
buyback by listed companies
that announced such a move
prior to July 5.
Also, super-rich tax by
way of enhanced surcharge on
income will not apply to capital gains arising on equity
sale or equity-oriented funds
liable to securities transaction
tax with a view to stabilise
flow of funds into capital
markets.
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Panaji: The all-powerful GST
Council on Friday doubled the
tax on caffeinated beverages
and slashed the rate on hotel
room tariffs.
GST on caffeinated beverages
has been hiked to 28 per cent
plus additional cess of 12 per
cent as against the current 18
per cent.
For hotels, nil tax for those
with tariffs of up to C1,000 per
night. Those charging C1,001 to
C7,500 per night room, GST
would be 12 per cent as against
the existing 18 per cent.
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arkets roared back to life
on Friday, with the Sensex
posting its biggest single-day
jump in over a decade at 1,921
points and investors’ wealth
soaring by a staggering C6.8
lakh crore, after the Finance
Minister delivered a surprise
cut in corporate tax rates. Bulls
took over the market soon
after the announcements.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
soared 2,284.55 points to a
peak of 38,378.02 intra-day,
before settling 1,921.15 points
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Chinmayanand, however,
has not been booked for rape
as alleged by the victim in her
statement before the magistrate
under Section 164 of the CrPC.

ven as a war of words
ensued between the ruling
Trinamool Congress and
Bengal Governor Jagdeep
Dhankar for his unsolicited
entr y inside Jadavpur
University on Thursday
evening to rescue Union
Minister Babul Supriyo from
Left-wing student activists who
heckled and assaulted him for
more than five hours, State BJP
president Dilip Ghosh on
Friday called for a surgical
strike on the university campus
a la Pakistan on account of its
turning anti-national.
He was reacting to posers
regarding the vandalism carried out on Thursday night by
BJP and ABVP supporters
who broke open the university gates, ransacked the interiors and torched valuable items.
“I will say similar things
will be repeated if they dare to
touch any BJP leader, celebrity or Minister,” he said, adding
“like JNU, JU too has become
a hotbed of anti-national activities. The students who do
such activities are no less than
the terrorists of Pakistan. A
surgical like the one carried out

in Pakistan is needed inside
JU.”
Another senior State party
leader Sayantan Basu told at
the end of an anti-Left, antiTMC rally that “our leaders
will visit Jadavpur University
repeatedly and in case of a
repeat of such incident we
will assault them on the streets
… or wherever we find them.”
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he gherao of Union
Minister Babul Supriyo by
T
students of Jadavpur University

could cast a shadow on the
Central funding to the varsity
which was just a few days ago
conferred with the Institute of
Eminence (IoE) status.
Under the IoE status, the JU
is to get additional funds for
upgradation. HRD Ministry
sources said that they have
sought a detailed report on the
current situation on the JU
premises.
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elecom services in Cuttack
T
city were severely hit after
a major fire broke out at the

third floor of the Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Limited
(BSNL) office at Bajrakabati
Road here on Friday afternoon.
A person was injured after
a glass pane of the office burst
due to the fire. BSNL employees in the building were panicked as the flame and smoke

engulfed the floor.
Five fire tenders with about
40 fire personnel swung into
action to control the fire before
it could spread to other floors
of the building. The reason
behind the mishap was yet to
be ascertained. However, an
electric short circuit was suspected to be the cause.

Eyewitnesses said that
employees were in the office
when the fire broke out.
However, all safely ran out of
the building. The blaze was so
huge that smoke covered the
entire building. Computers and
many important files were
believed to have been gutted in
the fire.

or 5.32 per cent higher at
38,014.62.
Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty zoomed 569.40 points or
5.32 per cent to end at
11,274.20.
The market capitalisation
of BSE-listed companies
jumped to C145,37,378 crore,
from C138,54,439 crore on
Thursday.
Cash-market
equity
turnover on BSE and NSE
nearly tripled to nearly C90,000
crore, while derivatives
turnover also zoomed to about
C2.4 lakh crore.
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escribing the step to cut
corporate tax as “hisD
toric”, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on Thursday
said it would result in a “winwin for 130 crore Indians”. But
the Opposition felt otherwise. The Congress termed
the move a “stock market
bump” with the PM’s “Howdy
Modi” event in the US in
mind and the CPI(M) said it
was intended “to enrich the
corporate and heap miseries
on the common man”. At the
same time though, a section
within the Congress welcomed the move.
Shortly after Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
announced the decision,
Modi tweeted: “The step to
cut corporate tax is historic.
It will give a great stimulus to
#MakeInIndia, attract private
investment from across the
globe, improve competitiveness of our private sector, create more jobs and would
result in a win-win for 130
crore Indians.
“The announcements in
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claimed that the accused had
confessed of sexual harassment and also said “main sharminda hoon, (I am ashamed)”
to apologise for his act.

4`_XcVdd]Z_\dZe
e`9`hUj>`UZ

DV_dVicZUVdTcVde`WV_eYfdZRd^,cZdVd#\aed

&KLQPD\DQDQGKHOGJLUO
FULHVFDVHZDWHUHGGRZQ
ithin 48 hours of the victim threatening to
immolate herself, the Special
Investigation Team (SIT) on
Friday arrested former Union
Minister of State for Home
Swami Chinmayanand, who
has been accused of rape by the
law student of Shahjahanpur.
After the arrest, the SIT
took Chinmayanand for medical examination and thereafter
produced him before Chief
Judicial Magistrate Omveer
Singh, who sent him to judicial
custody for 14 days.
The SIT also arrested three
other men — all charged with
trying to extort money from
the former Union Minister —
and named an unidentified
woman as a suspect in the same
case.
The victim claimed police
are trying to weaken the case
against the politician.
Later, disclosing the development to the media, the SIT
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team of revenue officials
and police forces faced
wrath of women near the west
gate of the Jagannath Temple
on Friday while entering the
houses for demarcation relating
to the world heritage city pro-

ject in Puri.
As the officials and police
entered homes without seeking
permission, the residents,
mainly women, opposed their
entry. Scores of women from
the west gate area assembling
near Gandhachawara Chhak
staged a dharna.
Watching the situation, the
survey team returned midway.
However, the situation came to
normal after interference of the
administration. Puri Collector
Balwant Singh held talks with
people.
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n unwilful act by enforcement team of the State
A
Transport Authority (STA) to

stop a speeding truck on the
DND flyway led to a road accident in which a 30-year-old
ambulance technician and a
two-year-old child on way to
Safdarjung hospital for treatment died after the ambulance rammed into the truck on
Friday at 3.15 am.
The child’s family also
inside the ambulance suffered
injuries in the crash and are
undergoing treatment at AIIMS
Trauma Centre.
“The enforcement officials
were at fault as they tried to stop
the truck by standing in the

middle of the road. The driver
applied brakes and gave no
time to the ambulance driver to
react who was coming from
Noida. Had enforcement officers allowed passage to the
ambulance rather than blocking its path by stopping the
truck, the tragedy could have
been averted,” said an official.
The deceased have been
identified as Subhash Pal (2)
and Sunil Kumar (30), ambulance technician. Police said the
ambulance driver Vipin (25)
and Subhash’s father Suresh
(35), his mother Manno (32)
and his four-year-old brother
Shubham (4) sustained injuries.
“A police team reached the
spot, a call was made on the
Police Control Room (PCR) ,”
said a police official.

the last few weeks clearly
demonstrate that our
Government is leaving no
stone unturned to make India
a better place to do business,
improve opportunities for all
sections of society and
increase prosperity to make
India a $5 trillion economy.”
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said the Modi
Government was committed
in making India a big manufacturing hub and the slashing of corporate tax rates
would make the country’s
markets “much more exciting” for potential investors.
But the Congress the
decision "panic reaction to
tide over choppy sensex
index, and said the “constant
rollbacks” may give an
“impression of progress
through stock market bumps”
which will lead to worsening
of the economic situation
and is unlikely to revive
investments.
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fire broke out in the battery
room of the dialysis unit of
A
the VIMSAR, Burla on Friday

n a major development in the
sensational murder of nurse
Niharika Patra in the district,
the deceased’s boyfriend and
main accused Kishore Anchal
alias Raja surrendered before
the Biridi police on Friday.
Later, he was taken to an
unknown destination for interrogation. The investigating team
is expected to get some clues in
the case and many facts are likely to be revealed during interrogation of Raja.
Raja was absconding since
September 13 after the murder
of the nurse. Earlier, police had
detained six persons for interrogation in the case.
In another development in
the case, the parents of Niharika
were taken by the Bhingarpur
police to the Capital Hospital in
Bhubaneswar for DNA tests.
They demanded capital

punishment for the killer of
their daughter.
Notably, the body of
Niharika, a native of Bhingarpur
village near Bhubaneswar, was
found stuffed in a sack on the
Biluakhai riverbed in
Jagatsinghpur district on
September 17.
Niharika, who was working
as a staff nurse at a private nursing home in Cuttack, was missing since September 9. Last time
she was seen on the CCTV leaving the nursing home and going
somewhere with her boyfriend
by a bike. Later, a missing complaint was lodged by her family at the Madhupatna police station in Cuttack.

morning, triggering panicamong the patients and the
attendants.
Though no causalities
havebeen reported, property
worth lakhs of rupees were gutted in the incident, sources
informed. The patients and
attendants of patients of the
High Dependency Unit (HDU)
and the Intensive Care Unit
(ICU) of VIMSAR first noticed
the smoke emitting out from
the dialysis unit and informed
the security guards and other
staff of the hospital who later
informed the firebrigade.
However, much to the relief of
the patients and the medical
authorities, the fire brigade
personnel doused the fire
Continued on page 4
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he Indian Institute of
Technology
(IIT),
T
Bhubaneswar is all set to celebrate its 8th annual convocation
at its Argul permanent campus
on September 21. Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)
Chairman Dr K Sivan would
address the convocation.
IIT BBS Director Prof RV

outgoing B. Tech batch of students, he added.
The Director’s Gold Medal
will be awarded to Rahul Das of
the School of Infrastructure
for best academic performance
among the entire outgoing M.
Tech. batch of students. The
Director’s Gold Medal will also
be awarded to Anubhav
Nath(Chemistry) of the School
of Basic Sciences for best academic performance among the
entire outgoing
M. Sc batch of students.
For the best academic performance in the respective
schools, the Institute Silver

Raja Kumar informed this
addressing a Press meet here on
Friday. Prof Kumar said the
institute would confer degrees
to 32 Ph.D, 105 M.Tech, 67
M.Sc and 152 B.Tech students.
The President of India Gold
Medal will be awarded to
Shrohan Mohapatra of the
Computer Science and
Engineering for best academic
performance among the entire

Medals will be awarded to
Shrohan
Mohapatra,
Gonuguntla Neeharika, Indira
Singh Dhakar, Gaurav Vishal
and
Chaudhari
HrishikeshUmesh among the
outgoing B.Tech batch.
The Institute Silver Medals
will be awarded to Rahul Das,
Abhishek Parida, Srija
Mukherjee, Ananta Dutta, P
Abhishek and Spandan Dey
outgoing M. Tech. batch students and Anubhav Nath,
Sharmistha Dey, Kaushik
Nageswar Jaiswal and Sujay
Nandi outgoing M.Sc batch
students.
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major train mishap was
averted on Friday when the
A
railway track near the
Gorumahisani railway station in
Mayurbhanj district was found
to be damaged.
Loco pilots Sk Hembram
and S Soren of TatanagarBadampahar DEMU immediately stopped the train after the
damaged track came into their
notice just 2 km before a stoppage. The incident came to the
fore after the second TatanagarBadampahar DEMU train was
halted midway while advancing
towards Gorumahisani.

The loco pilots found the
track completely damaged ahead
of the Gorumahisani station.
They halted the train to save lives
of hundreds of passengers. The
panicked passengers had to
walk 2 km to reach the station.
The train service resumed
following a delay of two hours
after railway personnel repaired
the track, which was suspected
to have been damaged while a
wagon carrying iron ore from
the Gorumahisani mine moved
on the route on Thursday night,
sources said.
Local railway officials
refused make any statement on
the incident.
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he National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
T
has not included any stretch of
National Highway in Odisha
for development in its new
pan-India list.
The NHAI has identified
stretches of about 950 km to be
developed at a total cost of
Rs.30,000 crore in the eight
States of Andhra Pradesh,
Har yana,
Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, West

Bengal, Chhattisgarh and
Madhya Pradesh.
However, it has not taken
Odisha into consideration even
as Many stretches of different
National Highways are in a bad
condition.
The officials say that these
stretches have been selected on
the basis of consultation with
the perspective bidders. The
NHAI has already invited the
proposal for annual pre-qualification to make these stretches 4/6 laning.
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t a time when new drugs
are not coming along, it is
A
important to rationally, judiciously and scientifically use
the available drugs for treatment of patients, said eminent
neurosurgeon Prof Ashok
Kumar Mohapatra on Friday.
“New drugs are difficult
to develop and we should
not use available dr ugs
unnecessarily as they are
meant for appropriate use,”
Prof Mohapatra, presently
Director (Health Programs),
SOA University, said while
speaking at a two-day national seminar on ‘Dr ug

Repurposing: Challenges and
Opportunities’ organisedby
the School of Pharmaceutical
Sciences (SPS), SOA’s faculty
of pharmaceutical sciences
here.
Prof Mohapatra stressed
on an antibiotic policy saying
there is a need for evaluation
and change in antibiotics
from time to time.
Pointing out that 1.2
million people in India suffered from tuberculosis, he
said around ten per cent of
the affected people died
because of drug resistance.
Urging researchers to seek
answers to the problems by
discovering new drugs, he
said if the research was aimed
only for getting patents and
publicity, it would not help
humanity.
Addressing the inaugural
session, Prof Sudam Chandra

Si, Dean of SPS, said the hurdles in discovery and development of new drugs calls for
alternative approaches including drug repositioning.
Drug repurposing is an
important strategy to manage
the high cost and poor productivity issues associated
with drug research and development. Advances in the field
of poly-pharmacology, herbal
technology and formulation
have further paved the way
for exploring opportunities in
drug repurposing,” he said.
Challenges related to clinical validation, regulation and
intellectual property protection impacted this strategy,
Prof Si said adding that nevertheless, the strategy provided an opportunity for
quick, economic and effective
means to find answers to the
growing disease burden.
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whose body was recovered
from a stone quarry near Pipili
on Friday.
The deceased Bikash
Kumar Nayak was a native of
Kotpad in Koraput district. He
was missing for the last two
days and his family members
had lodged a police complaint
in connection with this.
Locals initially spotted a
body floating in an artificial
pool, created by rainwater in
the quarry, and informed
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1WdQP]TbfPa)H^d]VPdcW^a0QWXbTZ
?P]XPcWXaShTPa1CTRW<TRWP]XRP[
bcdST]c^UcWT2^[[TVT^U4]VX]TTaX]V
P]SCTRW]^[^Vh1WdQP]TbfPa
_aTbT]cTSWXb\PXST]Q^^Z°CWT
>ShbbTh^UATd]X^]±c^6^eTa]^a
?a^UTbb^a6P]TbWX;P[^]5aXSPhCWT
Q^^ZST_XRcbcWT[XUT^UPUaTTS^\UXVWcTa
fW^fPbYPX[TSP]SbcadVV[TSc^UX]SWXb
UP\X[hfWT]^dcCWT]PaaPcXeTWPbTPa]TSP__[PdbTUa^\T\X]T]c
_Tab^]P[XcXTb5^acWXbcWTPdcW^aWPbQTT]]^\X]PcTSU^acWT>SXbWP
H^dcW8R^]0fPaSb! (³QhcWT>SXP<TSXP?ec;cS
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1WdQP]TbfPa)CWT7X]SX5^ac]XVWc
fPbRT[TQaPcTSUa^\BT_cT\QTa
X]P[[aTVX^]P[^UUXRTbP]S
_a^SdRcX^]d]Xcb^U=P[R^U^a
_a^\^cX]VdbT^U7X]SXX]^UUXRXP[
f^aZP]ST]R^daPVX]VcWT
T\_[^hTTbc^f^aZX]7X]SX4bbPhSTQPcT]^cX]VSXRcPcX^]P]S
`dXiR^\_TcXcX^]bfTaT^aVP]XbTSP\^]VT\_[^hTTbBc^ahfaXcX]V
R^\_TcXcX^]b^]cWTcWT\T^U<PWPc\P6P]SWXfPb^aVP]XbTS
P\^]VbcdST]cb=P[R^2<33aC:2WP]SfW^VaPRTScWT
eP[TSXRc^ahRTaT\^]hPccWT2^a_^aPcT>UUXRTVPeTPfPh_aXiTbc^
cWTfX]]Tab^UR^\_TcXcX^]bP]ScWT;PcTBWP]ZPa3PhP[BX]VW
<T\^aXP[0fPaSb

³C^cP[_a^WXQXcX^]
\dbcU^a\PZX]V
>SXbWPeX^[T]RTUaTT´
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ystery shrouded the death
of the Pokhariput DAV
M
Public School dance teacher,

1WdQP]TbfPa)<dYXQd[[P:WP]<d]P:WP]^]5aXSPhc^^ZRWPaVT
Pb0SeXb^ac^cWTBCP]SB23TeT[^_\T]c
<X]^aXcXTbP]S1PRZfPaS2[PbbTbFT[UPaT
3T_Pac\T]cPcWXb^UUXRXP[RWP\QTaX];^Z
BTeP1WPfP]WTaT7TbPXSWTf^d[SaTSdRT
cWTf^aZ[^PS^UcWTR^]RTa]TS<X]XbcTaP]S
bTTcWPc]^T[XVXQ[T_Tab^]QT[^]VX]Vc^
<X]^aXchP]SB2BCPcVaPbba^^cb[TeT[Xb
ST_aXeTS^UVTccX]VQT]TUXcb^UcWTfT[UPaT
bRWT\T^UcWT=PeTT]?Pc]PXZ6^eTa]\T]c193<X]^aXch2T[[eXRT
_aTbXST]cBTXZW<dbcPUPaP]SVT]TaP[bTRaTcPah3a1Xb^_?P[[PQ
;X\P0WP\\TS5PXi:WP]P]S<^WP\\PS3X[bWPSfTaT_aTbT]c
P\^]V^cWTab
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police. Police personnel
reached the spot and fished out
the body. They also seized his
dress and scooter from the
spot.Interestingly, a liquor bottle was found near the spot
though Nayak is known be a
teetotaler and also didn’t even
smoke or consume tobacco
products.
When family members
came to know about the recovery of his body, they alleged
that he was murdered and his
body was dumped in the quar-

ry.
“We suspect foul play as
Bikash’s body was recovered 15
km away from Pokhariput,
where he had been staying for
more than a decade,” said a relative of the deceased.
Bikash is survived by his
wife and a daughter.
Police initiated an investigation to find out the reasons
behind the dance teacher’s
death and are examining the
call details of a mobile phone
recovered from the spot

he Odisha Madamukti
Abhiyan on Friday extendT
ed its support to Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik’s proposal for
addition of the term of ‘nonviolence’ to the Preamble of the
Constitution and demanded
that he declare Odisha a total
prohibition State soon.
“Addiction is co-related to
violence. Violence can’t be
checked without total prohibition. Thus, Odisha should be
declared a total prohibition
State at the earliest,” demand-

G_b[Y^WWb_e`Q``_Y^dUTV_b;^QWQbcdUU\S\ecdUb 2Xchc^RT[TQaPcT3Ph^U
C^f^aZb^dcSTcPX[b^]_a^YTRcb
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W

ith the first steel cluster
coming
up
in
Kalinganagar, the Government
of India has appointed a working group for the cluster to
work out details on the ambitious project.
The Ministry of Steel
(MoS) has formed the working
group, which will create concept plan for the steel cluster
and it will work under atask

force earlier formed by the
MoS.
The task force will be
chaired by the Union Secretary
Steel and co-chaired by the
Chief Secretary of Odisha.
In the working group,
members will be Joint
Secretary, Steel, Government of
India, representatives of departments like Finance, Industries,
Works, Idco, Power DISCOM,
Water
Resources
of
Government of Odisha.

From the industry sector,
representatives of Tata Steel,
Jindal Steel Limited and
Neelachal Ispat Nigam Limited
are taken as members.
While former Chief
Secretary Bijaya Kumar Patnaik
has been taken as special invitee in the working group, former CEO of Bhilai Steel Plant
AK Rath is also included as
special invitee.
Both Patnaik and Rath are
experts in their field and as
Patnaik has served as the Chief
Secretary of Odisha for a long
time and has been active in

facilitating the industrialisation
in the State, his expertise will
be valuable, said sources.
The working group will
identify nature and type of
industries required for the
cluster and mostly what type of
downstream and manufacturing industries are needed to be
included. An official said
downstream industries like
nuts, bolts, foundry, fabrication, re-rollers mills will be
accommodated in the steel
cluster.
What should be the size
and number of units are need-

ed to come up in cluster will be
designed by the working group.
Benefits, which are to be
provided to the tenants as part
of the cluster, will be worked
out by the group.
Land Bank and its size
will be determined by the
working group and development of common facilities will
be worked out.The Ministry of
Steel has planned steel clusters
in various parts of the country.
However, Kalinganagar is the
first steel cluster in the country to come up on a fast-track
basis.

2GLVKD+HDOWK+53ROLF\ODXGHGLQ'HOKL
0[[\TPbdaTb
cPZT]c^
bcaTP\[X]T
WTP[cWRPaTbPhb
BTRh
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he Odisha Health HR (Human
Resource) Policy is unique and has
yielded better results in the health service sector, hailed a review meeting
conducted by the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare in New Delhi on
Thursday.
Health and Family Welfare
Secretary Pramod kumar Meherda
presented the State’s HR initiatives in
the two-day reorganised for discus-

sion.
Meherda said Odisha has set very
high benchmarks in Health HR Policy
and reforms.
He informed that while three
medical colleges were established
during the last two years, works for
other six are underway in the State
now.
Doctors with super specialisation from the MCI-recognised medical colleges are getting an incentive
of C30,000 per month and doctors
with Post Graduation and PostGraduate Diploma are getting incentiveof C20,000 and C10,000 per month
over
and
location-based
remunerations, said Meherda.
Recently,
the
State
Government had announced
several incentives for serving doctors
and those who are pursuing post graduation courses.
Monthly incentives of doctors

pursuing Post Graduation in pre and
para clinical subjects were hiked by Rs
18,000.
Incentives up to C1.25 lakh are
given to doctors willing to join medical colleges in KBK region of the State
and C35,000 for those who agreed to
join new medical colleges at Baripada
and Balasore.
Hefty incentives up to C80,000
over and above the monthly salary of
doctors serving in the remotest pockets of poverty-stricken KBK region
were also announced.
Medical Officers at peripheral
health institution (V4 CHC) get Rs
1,62,832 at entry level. An Assistant
Professor at medical colleges at
Korapur, Bolangir and Burla get C
1,59,376
where
as
an
Assistant Professor at AIIMs get
C1,58,916.
Salary of a Professor at medical
colleges r un by the State

Government (Clinical) is C 2,86,504
and Pre and Para Clinical C3,06,504,
where as in AIIMs they get C2,49,502.
Odisha Medical Health Service
(OMHS)
Cadre
has
been
restructured and number of posts in
Pay Band-IV has been increased from
35 to 433, thereby, increasing the promotional avenues.
And at least 3,330 new posts created in last 3 years hiking from 5,389
to 8 ,719posts.
Regular and quick recruitment of
doctors are being taken up through
Odisha Public Service Commission
(OPSC) and Fixed Day walk-in
Contractual engagements are also
being conducted.
State Government has created
26,000 posts of Paramedics (SNs,
LTs,
Pharmacists,
MPHWs,
Radiographers) as per IPHS norms
and recruitment is under
process.

?TPRTc^SPhW^[SfP[Z
231WRDOVRKROG
WDONVRQµ&OLPDWH
$FWLRQIRU3HDFH¶
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he Odisha Peace Network
(OPN) would celebrate the
T
International Day of Peace
here on Saturday holding peace
walks and a seminar on
‘Climate Action for Peace’.
The purpose of celebrating
the day is to mobilise the grassroots-level peace workers and
create a platform at the State
level to showcase the peace
activities they are involved in
and to raise awareness on the
importance of peace.
“The belief is that the more
people become aware of the
importance of peace and how
it is interlinked with development, the more people will
become peace lovers and peace
makers. This campaign will

create key people and more
people to unite and include;
and reduce number of people
who divide and exclude,” said
organisers.
According to the schedule,
‘Peace Walk’ will begin from
Ram Mandir Square at 10 am
and goes upto Odisha Housing
Board and ends at Press Club
Odisha. It will be flagged off by
MLA Ananta Narayan Jena
and Khadi and Village Industry
Board Chairman Sangram
Keshari Paikray.
Later, a seminar on
“Climate Action for Peace” will
be held at 11 am. State
Assembly Speaker Dr Surya
Narayan Patra, Utkal
University VC Prof SM
Pattnaik and Former State
Information Commissioner
Prof Radha Mohan will grace
as guests, among others.
The OPN has invited peace
lovers to attend the programmes in large numbers.

ed the Abhiyan.
Abhiyan convenor Pramila
Swain and advisor Prahallad
Sinha said addition of ‘nonviolence’ to the Preamble of the
Constitution would be a real
respect to Mahatma Gandhi
when the country is going to
celebrate his 150 birth anniversary.
“The Chief Minister should
declare Odisha as a total prohibition State on October 2
and, thereby, set an example for
others to for achieving nonviolence,” said Swain and Singh
in a statement.

11BA1P]VZ^Z
U[XVWcc^QT
cT\_^aPaX[hbWdc
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view of the plans for infradevelopment at the
IBijunstructure
Patnaik International
Airport (BPIA) here, the direct
flight services by the Air Asia
from Bhubaneswar to Bangkok
will be temporarily discontinued.
The Air Asia flight operations between Bhubaneswar and
the Thailand capital will be suspended from September 25.
The Air Asia authorities
have informed the BPIA authorities about temporary suspension
of international flights to
Bangkok from Bhubaneswar.
The Air Asia, the Malaysian
low-cost airline headquartered
near Kuala Lumpur, had
launched its direct flight services
from Bhubaneswar to Bangkok
in December last year. However
during this period, the aviation
firm suspended flight operations from Bhubaneswar many
a time for several reasons.

SXTbX]cadRZcX__TaR^[[XbX^]^]RXch^dcbZXacb
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V

ehicular communications
on National Highway-16
between Bhubaneswar and
Cuttack were disrupted on
Friday after a tipper hit a truck
from its rear near Pahal under
the Balianta police station
killing helper of the tipper.

The driver of the tipper
sustained critical injuries in the
mishap and was admitted to a
hospital. Movement of vehicles
on the NH was severely affected after the mishap. Hundreds
of vehicles remained stranded
on the road following which
police rushed to the spot and
restored normalcy.
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ith the slowdown of
automobile sector, the
W
State Government is facing a
tough time as revenue generation from taxes from motor
vehicles is slipping continuously.
Though the slowdown in
the sector is a national phenomenon,
the
State
Government which requires
more revenue to fund pro
people programme is concerned over its consequences.
While
the
State
Government had set a target of
collecting C2,025 crore from
taxes on vehicles, the collection
up to August 31 was a mere
C 618.13 crore. The collection
has registered minus 12-per
cent growth as sales of the
vehicles are sinking.
The number of registration
of new vehicles touched a low
of 25, 457 up to September this
year compared to 53, 478 in

T
September 2018. More than a
50-per cent fall in registration
of vehicle has caused concern
for the State Government, said
sources
in
Finance
Department.
While in the month of
April 2018, registration of new
vehicles touched a high of
86,886, it came down to 74,825
in April 2019. In May 2018, the
registration was 80,065, which
went down to 65,972 in May
2019.
In June 2018, it was 73,765
and in June 2019, it slumped to
64,064. In July 2018, the registration was 71, 753 and in

July 2019, it went down to
53,645.
Sales and registration of
vehicles have been going down
drastically since April 2018.
This has resulted in lower MV
Tax collection, which was
much better in 2017 and 2018.
MV Tax collection by
August 31 2018 was Rs 699.82
crore, which went down by
more than Rs 81 crore. Trends
show that sales of vehicles and
registration of new vehicles are
going down and down; and in
the coming months, the situation is likely to worsen further, officials admit.

BTR ##R[P\_TSX]\PaZTc*Sa^]TST_[^hTS
0b[^RP[bW^[SST\^ST\P]SX]VPaaTbc^Uh^dcW³bZX[[Tab
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he district administration
on Friday closed the weekly
T
Jantapai market and clamped
Section 144 of CrPC in the area
to prevent holding of any public meeting by tribals who are
demanding arrest of the people
responsible for the alleged killing
of a local youth.
The administration took the
decision when hundreds of
armed tribals congregated at Jantapai market to
vent their protest against security personnel,
whom they blame for the youth’s death.
Adequate numbers of security personnel
were deployed while a drone kept vigil on the
tense situation to prevent any further flare-up.
Notably, the youth Raju had allegedly been
taken away by two unidentified men while he

had gone to buy groceries with
his two daughters on September
13. Later, he was found dead
with multiple injuries on his
body in the kitchen of an
Anganwadi Centre near Jantapai
village.
Following the incident,
Raju’s family members refused to
accept his body while blaming
BSF jawans for his death. Locals
also staged a demonstration by
placing the dead body in front of
the Papermetla police station and indulged in
heavy brick-batting and attacked police personnel. It might be mentioned that the Jantapai
area is a stronghold of Maoists. And from the
organised manner in which the protests are
being held by tribals, it is suspected that the Red
rebels are instigating the locals against the security forces.

/DZ\HUVUDQVDFN
'¶QDOFROOHFWRUDWH
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he Centre for Advocacy
and Research (CFAR), a
Delhi-based NGO working for
the development of urban poor,
organised a consultation on
gender-based violence here on
Wednesday with the support of
IGSSS, New Delhi.
As many as 85 community leaders from different slums
of Bhubaneswar joined and
shared their experiences.
Welcoming the participants and guests on the occasion, Rosalin Pattnaik, Project
Coordinator of CFAR, shared
the objective of the consultation. Highlighting issues related to gender based violence she
said, “Gender based violence
(GBV) means violence committed by man against woman.
While nature has created man,

D]WP__h^eTa
WTP[cWRPaTbTaeXRTb

making them wait for a long
time outside his chamber in
connection with a land acquisition case. We demand an
apology from him,” said an agitating lawyer.
Police forces were
deployed at the Collectorate to
prevent any further untoward
incident.

disha Human Rights Commission (OHRC)
Member Asim Amitabh Dash on
O
Wednesday visited the Jagatsinghpur District
Headquarters Hospital (DHH) and reviewed
healthcare services.
He expressed unhappiness over the services
and said the shortage of required number of doctors in the DHH is affecting the services.
Addressing mediapersons, he pointed out
that as many as 30 doctor posts are lying vacant
out of 56 sanctioned and said it seems to be quite
inadequate. The DHH suffers from several deficiencies like shortage of clean drinking water in
different wards, un-cleaned toilets, dumping of
garbage and absence of many basic necessities.

Dash interacted with the DHH authorities
and asked them to sort out the problems as soon
as possible.
Earlier, the OHRC Member visited the
Alipingala Sub-Jail and observed low-standard
of food to inmates, shortage of drinking water,
excess number of inmates and poor health services.
He interacted with the jail authorities and
said that lack of various services for inmates violates human rights. He instructed the authorities to resolve the problems soon.
Besides, Dash held a meeting with the
Collector and other district officials.

!bcdST]cb
STcPX]TS*
_^[XRTU^aRT
ST_[^hTS

tripartite meeting on implementation status of 11th
A
conference on mines safety

T
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deep concern over quate changes in the policy.
aP_X]V\X]^a 0]VP]fPSX expressed
AITUC national secretary
lack of farsightedness in the
Draft National Education Ram Krushna Panda, AITUC
State
general secretary Dr
Policy.
Former
Additional
f^aZTab³
Director Higher Education Souribandhu Kar, CITU State
minor girl was allegedly
Prof Amiya Mohanty present- president Lambodar Nayak,
raped by a 65- year-old man
A
NFITU State secretar y
ed the base paper.
at Kuanrpur village under the Q^ShSTRaXTb
Former Women and Child Yudhisthir Maharana, Nikhila
Mangalpur police station in the
Odisha Anganwadi Karmi
Development
Minister
and
district.
2T]caT³b
MLA Prafulla Samal expressed Sangha general secretary
Though the incident
deep concern on Central Harapriya Swain, Western
occurred on Tuesday, it came to
Government’s hurried move Odisha Anganwadi Karmi O'
light after the victim’s family \^eT
to frame the policy without tak- Sahayika Sangha central conlodged a complaint with police
?=BQ 909?DA
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State-level seminar on
"Taking away preschool
A
children from Anganwadi
Centres to nursery, playschool
or school: Why? for whom and
on whose interest?" by the
Anganwadi Employees’ Union
Sanjukta Morcha led by Nikhila
Odisha Anganwadi Karmi
Sangha affiliated to AITUC
here.It was presided over by
convenor of Anganwadi
Employees’ Union Sanjukta
Morcha and AITUC State
deputy general secretary Bijay
Jena. Former Utkal University
Vice-Chancellor Dr Binayak
Ratha inaugurated it and

ing care of views of stakeholders of education.
He said it is more directed
at ensuring profit to corporate
houses, which have made education a business. He suggested the Union Government and
the National Education Policy
framing committee allow a
nationwide debate on the issue.
All India Anganwadi
Workers’ Federation president
Usha Sahani condemned the
draft policy, which, she said, is
intended to impose a burden
on preschool children.
Prof Golak Bihari Nath
said the Anganwadi Workers
need to put pressure on the
Central Government for ade-

7X]SP[R^\X]Tb
bPUTch\TPbdaTb
SXbRdbbTS
?=BQ A0H06030

versity campus when some
students were holding a
demonstration. This led to a
scuffle between the two sides,
which later turned into a violent clash.
Later, police rushed to the
spot and brought the tense situation under control. The cops

veyor Prasant Padhy also spoke.
A resolution was adopted
with demands like Anganwadi
Centres be given primary
school status with adequate
infrastructure, Anganwadi
Workers and mini workers be
made primary teachers and
helpers be made junior teachers of primary schools and
salary be provided at par with
the teachers.
It was also decided to
launch a month-long campaign from October 2
(Gandhi Jayanti) to November
14 (Nehru Jayanti ) in rural
areas and hold a massive rally
on November 15 at
Bhubaneswar.

0]Vd[)0QdbX]Tbb\P]fPbZX[[TS^]
cWTb_^cP]SWXbQa^cWTafPbRaXcXRP[[h
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PcadRZP]SPRPa^]=7$$]TPa
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[X\XcbX]0]Vd[SXbcaXRc^]5aXSPhCWT
STRTPbTSfPbXST]cXUXTSPb3TT_PZ
BfPX]P]X]RT]bTbcXRZbcaPSTa^U
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7T_a^_^bTSU^aaT]^ePcX^]^UcWT
6P]SWXB\adcX1WPfP]P]PbbT\Q[h
WP[[X]cWTSXbcaXRcWTPS`dPacTabfXcWRT]caP[XbTSPXaR^]SXcX^]X]VP]S
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ension prevailed at the
Berhampur University following a clash between two
groups in the premises of the
university on Friday.
A former student, identified as Debashish Mishra, was
injured in the clash and admitted to the MKCG Medical
College Hospital here.
Sources said some nonstudents barged into the uni-

shared on the status of various
complaints.
Sharing GBV data, they
said, “According to the National
Crime Records Bureau of India,
crime against women increased
by 6.4 per cent during 2012,
and a crime against a woman
is committed every three minutes. The gender based discrimination has badly affected
even the woman population in
India.”https://ssl.gstatic.com/ui/
v1/icons/mail/images/cleardot.gif
Usharani Behera from
BGVS talked on the sexual
harassment at workplaces and
highlighted on the safeguards
in the Immoral Trafficking
Prevention Act, 1989.
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on Wednesday, said Mangalpur
PS IIC Asit Ranjan Mohanty.
The accused is also a resident of the same village.
According to the complaint, the
accused raped the girl at his
house after luring her with
chocolates, Mohanty said.
The girl informed her mother about the incident. Medical
examinations of the victim and
the accused were conducted at
the District Headquarters
Hospital on Thursday,The
accused was arrested under relevant Sections of IPC and
POCSO Act and forwarded to a
local court. Later, the old man
was remanded to judicial custody for two weeks.

woman and transgender (TG)
with equal rights and status and
considered them equally as
human beings, the society sees
them with discrimination.
Parilata Mohapatra from
NAWO highlighting the position of women in society said,
“Gender-based violence taking
place in both public and private
spheres. It is often underreported as a result of systemic
and social barriers and formal
mechanisms to address it
remain ineffective.
Pragya Parimita Bastiya
from the 181 shared on the status of complaints received from
women from different parts of
the State while Soma Paikray
from Sakhi One Stop Centre
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embers of the Dhenkanal
District
Lawyers’
Association on Friday ransacked the district Collector’s
office alleging that the
Collector had misbehaved with
some lawyers earlier.
The lawyers reportedly
manhandled the Additional
Collector and ransacked flower
pots, furniture, nameplates
and glass panes at the office.
“The Collector ill-treated
some of our colleagues by

2^\\d]Xch
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also detained two students in
this connection for questioning and started an investigation
into the matter.
Police forces were
deployed to prevent any further untoward incident. Till filing of the report. normalcy
prevailed in the campus.

under the aegis DG Mines safety for Hindalco coal and bauxite mines was held at
Bhubaneswar under the chairmanship of Deputy Director
General (Mines Safety) Subhro
Bagchi.The objective was to
provide a platform for participative discussion between
DGMS, unionand management.Different topics on measures and best practices of mines
safety were discussed during the
meeting. Various issues including statutory manpower, vocational training centres, PME,
maintenance of sub-stations,

DYWYbYQ\U_`QbT
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orester Sucharita Samantray and
Forest Guard Chandan Behera of
F
Tigiria were suspended on Friday in connection with the recent leopard death
case in Haridapasi jungle, the carcass of
which was found on Sunday last,
revealed Assistant Conservator of Forest
RK Das.
It was the first such incident of suspension of any employee in the last one
year even though several wild animals
including elephant have perished due to
negligence of officials.
The suspended duo in their reaction
to this paper said their bosses are equally responsible for the death of the leopard.
Meanwhile, Rakesh Kumar Pradhan,
forester of Narsinghpur east range, has
taken over the chargefrom suspended
forester Sucharita Samantray.
Meanwhile, Monoranjan Mohapatra,
an environmentalist here, has written a
letter to the National Tiger Conservation
Authorities and animal rights activist
and MP Maneka Gandhi to probe the
case of the leopard death here and reveal
the true reason of its death.
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olice on Friday arrested three minor boys in
P
connection with the ragging of a Plus Two student
of the Vedic International
School in the city on
September 15.
All the accused were
released after being produced before the Juvenile
Justice Court. But as
another accused is still at
large, police have
launched a hunt to nab
him.
The
District

Education Officer (DEO)
has been directed to probe
the case and submit a
report.
Superintendent of
Police Kanwar Vishal
Singh said strong action
would be taken against the
accused
if
found
guilty.“The accused were
produced before the juvenile court. As we collect
evidence against them, we
would decide further
course of action,” said
Singh.
The victim was brutally assaulted and tortured by three of his class
-mates and a senior student in the hostel on
September 15.
The matter had come
to light only after the family members visited the
victim at the hostel following which, they lodged
a police complaint.
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persons’ sustained
injuries after a portion of
Swalleven
of a house collapsed during National Highway (NH)
expansion
work
near
Badasuanla village under the
Kamakhyanagar police station
in the district on Friday.
The mishap took place
when a bulldozer was engaged
in demolishing houses and
other constructions for widening of the NH. Five children
and two women, who were present inside the house, were
injured as the wall collapsed
and fell on them.
They were rescued by
locals and admitted to the
District Headquarters Hospital.
Tension was sparked at the spot
after the incident as irate locals
set the bulldozer on fire.
The mob also blocked the
road and vandalised a police
vehicle which reached the spot.
Senior police and administrative officials reached the place
and tried to pacify the irate
locals.
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total of 11 members on
Friday filed their nomination papers for five different
posts of office-bearers of the
council of Odisha Cricket
Association (OCA), elections
for which will be held on
September 27.
While two candidates each
filed their nominations for the
posts of president, vice-president, secretary and treasurer,
three members filed their
papers for the post of joint secretary.

Suvashis Senapati of
Kendrapada district is the lone
candidate for the single post of
apex council member. If the
single set of papers filed by
Senapati is found to be in
order, he will be declared elected uncontested.
Sanjay Behera, son of former OCA secretary Asirbad
Behera who was arrested by the
CBI on Thursday, filed two sets
of paper for the coveted post of
secretary. He is pitted against
veteran sports administrator
Nabaranjan Pattanaik.
For the post of OCA pres-

ident, well-known cricket
administrator of the State and
former OCA treasurer Pradeep
Chauhan of the Union Sporting
Club will have a direct contest
with Pankaj Lochan Mohanty
of Boudh.
Akshaya Kumar Samant of
Angul and Prasant Prasad
Pattnaik of Subarnapur will
contest for the post of vicepresident while Bikash Pradhan
of Khordha and Anil Kumar
Biswal of Jagatsinghpur will
contest for the post of treasurer. Mahtab Khan of Jharsuguda,
Prabhat Kumar Bhol of
Sundargarh and Sujit Kumar
Pradhan of Deogarh filed their
nominations for the lone post
of joint secretary, said a release
issued by OCA chief executive
officer BK Nayak.

he Institute of Cost
Accountants of India
T
(ICAI), Bhubaneswar

?=BQ 17D10=4BF0A

J

nanpith Award winner and
eminent writer Pratibha Ray’s
husband Akshaya Chandra Ray
passed away here on Friday. He
was 77.
Akshay Ray was undergoing treatment at a private hospital here due to illness.
Though he was discharged

from the hospital on the day,
his condition suddenly deteriorated, following which he was
readmitted to the hospital at
around 4 pm.
However, he breathed his
last during treatment, family
sources said. A retired
Government engineer, Akshaya
Ray was the publisher of Adya
Prakashani.

chapter organised a seminar on “Practical Aspects
on GST- Audit” here on
Thursday to mark its closing ceremony of golden
jubilee.
Bhubaneswar Zone
GST-Audit, Central Excise
and
Customs
Commissioner Sanjeev G
Dewalwar was chief guest.
ICAI Northen India
Regional
C ouncil
Chairman Anil Sharma spoke
on the topic as resource person.
ICAI
Bhubaneswar
Chapter Chairman Saktidhar
Singh delivered welcome
address.

To mark the chapter’s 50th
annual function, he highlighted the series of activities
organised and to be held by it
for the betterment CMAs and
stakeholders.
Professional Development

C ommittee
Chairman
Mukesh Chaubey, chapter
Secretary Himoj Mishra and
about 150 cost and management accountants and stakeholders participated in the
seminar.
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he Commissionerate police have busted a fake currency note racket, memT
bers of which have duped many people by
exchanging fake currency notes with real
ones.
The police arrested three persons in
this connection. They were identified as
Pravat Sahoo of Bhadrak, Pradip Maiti of
West Bengal and Rajendra Das of Jajpur
who was residing in the Budheswari
Colony here. The cops have seized Rs 7
lakh from their possession.
The three had approached Rohit
Verma of Ranchi for exchanging their
counterfeit currency notes. They lured
Rohit with an offer of giving him Rs 10
lakh in exchange of Rs 5 lakh.
A few days back, Rohit arrived in
Rajendra’s residence here and handed over
Rs 5 lakh to the trio and received Rs 10
lakh from them. When Rohit later counted the cash he found many fake notes

?=BQ 17D10=4BF0A

he death of three elephants
within a span of 25 days in
T
the Nandankanan Zoological

between the real notes.
He soon lodged a complaint at the
Laxmi Sagar police station. Acting on his
complaint promptly, the police arrested
Rajendra and Pradip on that very day.
Pravat was apprehended on Friday .
“The trio used to contact various per-

sons for exchanging the fake currency
notes with real ones. They also approached
people for giving them gold bars at
cheaper rates. We have seized such bars
from their possession, which have been
found to be fake,” said DCP Anup Kumar
Sahoo.

Park here has raised concern
among animal lovers and environmentalists in the State.
A seven-year-old female
elephant ‘Kamala’ died while
undergoing treatment at
Nandankanan on Thursday.
Sources said the pachyderm
succumbed to herpes virus
for which there is no proven
medicine.
“It is suspected that the
death of the elephant could be
due to herpes virus and efforts
are on to ascertain the reason

behind the outbreak of the
virus,” said Nandankanan
Deputy Director Jayant Das.
Kamala was born on
August 1, 2013 and was
brought to the zoo from the

Orissa Veterinary College in
November 2013.
Earlier, female elephant
‘Julie’ and male tusker
‘Chandan’ had died due to
herpes virus on August 25

and September 15, 2019,
respectively.
Reports said there are only
five female elephants, including two sub-adults, at the zoo
now.
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he specialist doctors in
Punjab can now serve for
another five years in the state
Health and Family Welfare
Department even after their
retirement. For, the Punjab
Government on Friday
announced to extend the age
limit of its specialist doctors’ service from 60 to 65 years.
“To fulfil the paucity of specialist doctors in the
Government Hospitals, the State
Government has decided to
extend the age limit of specialist doctors to make them eligible to serve in the Department,”
said the state Health and Family

Welfare Minister Balbir Singh
Sidhu on Friday.
He said that health is the
foremost plank of Capt
Amarinder Singh led Punjab
Government and no stone would
be left unturned for the transformation of this key sector.
The Health Minister further
said that administrative department is also actively considering
hiring specialists such as
Gynecologists, Surgeons,
Orthopadicians, Radiologists,
Anaesthetists, etc as consultants
against 384 vacant posts till the
time regular appointments are
made against these posts.
He said that initially, each
consultant may be appointed for
a period of one year on contract
basis which may be extended
year-to-year subject to satisfactory performance of duties. The
remuneration allowed to such
consultants shall in no case be
more than the last pay drawn
minus pension.
These consultants shall only
be appointed for performing
clinical duties and shall in no case

be assigned any administrative
duties, clarified the Minister
while issuing instructions to the
administrative department to
maintain 100 percent transparency in the recruitment procedure. Appointments of such
consultants shall be carried out
on merit basis and stations be
allotted on merit basis, he added.
Sidhu said that maximum
age for appointment of consultant for a period of one year shall
be 64 years and under no circumstances shall a consultant be
retained upon attaining the age
of 65 years of age.
He said that the consultant
shall not be allowed to carry out
private practice during such
time that they are on contract
with the Government. The
engagement of the consultant
shall be strictly on contractual
basis and other terms and conditions shall be regulated as per
the guidelines of the Finance
Department issued from time to
time in this regard and it will be
strictly non-transferable, he
added.
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he third installation day of
Jajpur Road International
Inner Wheel Club was held
here recently. Chief guest PDC
Madhumita Mohanty advised
the members to work dedicatedly to help the distress
people.
Dr Debasmita Sahu and

Sagarika Nayak were declared
as president and secretary,
respectively. for 2019-20. Five
new members named
Manjulata Deo, Prathama
Prajna Satapathy, Sasmita Das,
Itishree Jena and Bidyutprava
Sethy were inducted into the
club.
The club has adopted five
orphan girls, conducted plan-

tation programmes, organised
workshop on cancer and distributed food and cloth to
slum children and others.
Among others, former
Vyasanagar Municipality
Chairman Sabita Rout,
Manaswini Dwibedy, Kamana
Nayak and former secretary
Amiyabala Tripathy were present.
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he inter-state water conflicts dominated the northT
ern zonal council meeting held
under Union Home Minister
Amit Shah here on Friday.
All the four participating
states raised the issues related
inter-state water disputes, following which a decision was
taken to hold a separate meeting of all concerned Chief
Ministers in Delhi to resolve
the inter-state conflict in a
time bound manner.
Governor of Jammu &
Kashmir, Satya Pal Malik,
Punjab Governor and UT
Administrator VP Singh
Badnore, Lt. Governor of Delhi
Anil Baijal, Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal, his
Punjab counterpart Capt.

Amarinder Singh, Rajasthan
CM Ashok Gehlot, Himachal
CM Jai Ram Thakur, Cabinet
Ministers from Haryana and
senior bureaucrats from states
and Central Government
attended the meeting.
Sources said that the Chief
Ministers of four states engaged
in a blame over their longpending inter-state water disputes and the issue dominated
the NZC meeting for more
than an hour.
The meeting under Amit
Shah, which lasted for about
four hours, saw detailed discussion on the issues of supply
from Yamuna water, construction of Sutlej Yamuna Link
canal, construction of Renuka
dam, Lakhwar-Vyasi dam and
Kishau dam.
The contentious issue of

Sutlej Yamuna Link (SYL) canal
between Punjab and Haryana
was raised by Manohar Lal,
who said that SYL is the lifeline
of Haryana and Punjab is not
delivering Haryana's full share
of the Ravi-Beas water.
The supplies of water from
river Yamuna have been dwindling over the recent years and
it is most unfortunate that
more than a thousand villages
in Haryana and millions of
hectares of land are still bereft
of water, he said.
Punjab CM, however,
maintained that the state has no
surplus water to share with
them.
Commenting on the long
standing water-sharing dispute
between Punjab and Haryana,
Union Minister Amit Shah
said, “Being an elder brother,

Punjab should adopt a positive
approach for resolving the
pending water disputes with
Haryana.”
Notably, the Supreme
Court had on September 3
gave four more months to
Punjab, Haryana, and the
Centre to find an amicable
solution to break the deadlock
between the two states over the
SYL canal.On the other hand,
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot blamed Haryana
for not releasing allocated
share of Yamuna water to
Jhunjhunu and Bharatpur districts.
The Chief Ministers of
Himachal and Rajasthan also
urged the Union Home
Minister to include the two
states as full-fledged member
in Bhakra Beas Management
Board (BBMB). Following this,
the Union Home Minister
assured them to look into the
matter.
When the blame game
over inter-state water disputes
continued at the meeting, it
was decided that all Chief
Ministers concerned need to sit
once again together at the
Central level along with organizations concerned to resolve

the same in a time-bound
manner. A meeting of all four
CMs will now be held in
New Delhi.
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“The fire was caused due to
short circuit in thepanel board
of the battery room.
The fire brigade was
immediatelyinformed about
the incident and the fire was
extinguished,” informed the
Superintendent of the VIMSAR
DrJayashree Dora. However, a
good number of batteries
including the panel board were
damaged, she added.
“But dialysis could be done
only after the panel board was
replaced.
The Wescoofficials have
already started the work. We
are hopeful that normalcy
would be restored soon,” Dr
Dora added.
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he gherao of Union
Minister Babul Supriyo by
T
students of Jadhavpur
University could cast a shadow
on the Central funding to the
Varsity which was just a few
days ago conferred with the
Institute of Eminence (IoE)
status. Under the IoE status, the
JU is to get additional funds for
upgradation.
HRD Ministry sources said
that they have sought a detailed
report on the current situation
on the JU premises. The Centre
has earmarked a maximum of
Rs 1000 crore to be given to
each of the Varsity for upgradation following the Institute of
Eminence tag to them.
West Bengal Governor
Jagdeep Dhankar, also
Chancellor of the Jadavpur
University, has taken serious
note of the fact that Vice
Chancellor Suranjan Das left
the campus in the evening
even as the Union Minister of
State for Forest, Environment
and Climate Change remained
gheraoed by the students.
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A HRD Ministry official,
however, said that granting of
eminence status to Jadavpur
University in West Bengal was
not initiated due to a procedural issue and this was already
brought in notice to the state
government. “The incident has
not made us rethink on the
coveted tag and the future
course of action will be decided after we receive the report
sought from the university
regarding the unfortunate incident,” said the HRD Ministry
official.
Along with the JU, the
HRD Ministry is also reconsidering conferring of the prestigious ‘Institution of
Eminence’ tag on Anna
Universities over procedural
issues. Both the universities got

the IoE status last month along
with those like Delhi
University, IIT Madras, BHU,
IIT Kharagpur in the public
sector while Vellore Institute of
Technology, Amrita Vishwa
Vidyapeetham (Bengaluru),
and Shiv Nadar University
(Greater Noida) in the private
sector.
UGC had recommended
the prestigious tag to these universities subject to condition
that they would be considered
only after the respective state
governments agree to share
up to 50 percent of the maximum of the Rs 1000 crore each
that they will be given over the
next five years.
The Jadavpur incident happened at a time when West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee was in Delhi and had
met Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister Amit
Shah. Both sides showed cordiality, the first time after the
acrimonious Lok Sabha campaign. And yet again the
Governor
and
State
Government are at loggerheads in West Bengal.

T

he Congress lashed out at
the Government over the
move of bringing down the
Corporate Tax rate on Friday
saying “constant rollbacks” may
give an “impression of progress
through stock market bumps”
but these will lead to worsening of the economic situation
and are unlikely to revive
investments. It also said it was
done with the ‘Howdy Modi’
event in mind.
Former Congress president Rahul Gandhi on Friday
said he is amazed at what
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is ready to do for a stock market bump ahead of his
‘HowdyModi’ event in
Houston, which he termed as
the world’s most expensive
event ever. He said the
Government was pumping
LIC’s money in loss-making
companies.
Congress said the government’s “constant rollbacks” may
give an “impression of progress
through stock market bumps”
but these will lead to worsening of the economic situation
and are unlikely to revive

investments. Questioning the
timing of the corporate tax cut
announcement, the opposition
party alleged that it has been
dictated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s ‘HowdyModi’
event in the United States.
However, former Union
Minister Jairam Ramesh welcomed the reduction in corporate tax rates but expressed
doubts on whether the step will
revive investment. But like
Rahul, he also attributed the
timing of the announcement to
be in view of the US event.
Asking whether it was the
prime minister’s “trump card”,
Ramesh said the government’s
move does nothing to dispel
the fear that pervades India Inc.
“A headline-itis afflicted, panicstricken Modi Sarkar has cut
corporate tax rates less than 3
months after a Budget and 4
months before the next one.
This is welcome but it is doubtful whether investment will
revive. This does nothing to
dispel fear that pervades in
India Inc,” Ramesh said on
Twitter.
Terming ‘HowdyModi’ the
“world’s most expensive event
ever”, Rahul Gandhi said he is

“amazed” at what Prime
Minister Modi is ready to do
for a stock market bump ahead
of the event in Houston.
“Amazing what PM is ready
to do for a stock market bump
during his Howdy Indian
Economy jamboree. At + 1.4
Lakh Crore Rs. The Houston
event is the world’s most expensive event, ever! But, no event
can hide the reality of the economic mess ‘HowdyModi’ has
driven India into,” Rahul
Gandhi said on Twitter.
Another Congress leader,
Abhishek Singhvi, said drastic
reduction in corporate tax rate
is good but the arbitrage
between highest effective individual tax rate of 42 per cent
and higher effective corporate
rate of 25 per cent begins to
look absurd.
“Good: GOI, FM reduce
corporate tax rate drastically.
But arbitrage between highest
individual tax rate (42% effective) and highest effective corporate rate of 25% begins to
look even more absurd. If animal instincts are required for
growth, I predict 35%
Individual rate yields more
than 42% !” he tweeted.
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he CPI(M) politburo on
Friday termed the Centre’s
move to reduce the corporate
tax as nothing but enrichment
of the corporates, leading to the
heaping of miseries of common
man. The Left party in a statement said this is attempted to
woo the foreign portfolio
investors in US on the eve of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s visit to America.
CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury termed the
Centre’s move as crony capitalism at its worst.
“Announcement timed for
proposed spectacle of “Howdy
Modi” in the US? Massive concessions to foreign speculators.
India is going through its worst
phase after independence and
all we are getting is a callous govt
and circuses. When we needed
more money in the hands of the
people to stimulate demand, the
govt has handed it to corporates
instead. This is crony capitalism
at its worst,” said Yechury.
“This RSS-BJP government
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he redevelopment of historic Rajpath will start soon
T
after hosting the Republic Day
parade in 2021 under the ambitious plan of the Modi
Government.
According to sources, the
redevelopment work is likely to
begin in February 2021 and will
be completed by November, the
sources said, adding that the
Republic Day parade would
take place at the “modernised”
Rajpath in 2022.
There may be vending
zones and other facilities to
cater to visitors at the newlydeveloped Rajpath under the
redevelopment plan.
The Modi government had

unveiled its mega plan last
week to redevelop the over 3km stretch from Rashtrapati
Bhavan to the India Gate at
Lutyens’ Delhi.
The Centre had on
September 2 floated a request
for proposal for the “development or redevelopment of

Parliament Building, Common
Central Secretariat and Central
Vista.”
Source said an architectural
firm would be finalised before
Diwali to execute the ambitious
project.
The sources said the North
and South Block, which may be
turned into a museum, would
be made earthquake-resistant
structure as per the plan.
Earlier this week, Union
Housing and Urban Affairs
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri
had said a new Parliament
building, having offices of ministers and MPs and that may be
constructed next to the over 90year-old structure, is one of the
options being considered by the
government.
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n a unique gesture, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and visiting Mongolian
President Khaltmaagiin Battulga on Friday
here jointly unveiled a statue of Lord
Buddha amid the chanting of Buddhist
prayers via video. The statue is installed at
the Gandan Monastery in Mongolia.
The Mongolian president here on a
five-day visit and the golden statue with
Lord Buddha holding a bowl was unveiled
at a brief ceremony held at the prime minister’s Lok Kalyan Marg residence. The
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he
Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on Friday
said it has seized cash of C32
lakh and USD 10,000 after it
raided the “official residence”
of TMC Rajya Sabha MP K D
Singh in Delhi and few other
locations as part of a money
laundering probe against
him and others.
The ED had on Thursday
conducted searches at the seven
locations on the premises linked
to TMC MP in Delhi and
Chandigarh including at registered offices of 14 group companies of the Alchemist Group.
“During searches, a number of documents reflecting
the circular nature of transactions, digital evidences and
property documents were
seized at the official residence
of K D Singh in Delhi and
cash of C32 lakh along with

ith an aim to ensure accessible toilets for
the persons with disabilities (PwDs)
W
under the Swachchh Bharat Mission (SBM) in
the rural areas, the Government is looking
towards innovative and smart solutions that can
meet the need of the sector.
“An important aspect of complete Swachhata
is inclusion. Our department envisages equitable
and inclusive access to sanitation facilities for
PwDs, as an integral aspect of their empowerment to lead a life with dignity,” Union Jal Shakti
Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat said that his
ministry is working day in and out towards providing better toilet facilities to divyangjans.
In this connection, the Ministry of Jal Shakti
and the Department of Empowerment of
Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan) in association with Atal Innovation Mission (AIM),
NITI Aayog recently organised San-Sadhan
Hackathon aiming towards thought-provoking
ideas for accessible toilets for Divyangjans.
The event, which is the latest initiative under
the SBM, aiming to set up accessible toilets for
Divyangjan (PwDs) is an indication that the
Government is working towards a Divyangjanfriendly nation, said Shekhawat.
Department of Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities Secretary, Shakuntala D.
Gamlin ehoed similar sentiments, stating that
“Rural toilets must be accessible for Divyangjan.
A prototype of such a model that would be
affordable, accessible and scalable is the need of
the hour.”
Mission Director - Atal Innovation Mission,
Niti Aayog, Ramanan Ramanathan was of the
view that leveraging emerging technology for the
benefit of the society is the way forward. He said
that India, through its young innovators can create an unparalleled ecosystem of solutions to

world problems.
The participants competed in four categories
which included Rural Individual Use Toilet,
Rural Community Use Toilet, Urban Individual
Use Toilet and Urban Community Use Toilet.
The winners were given cash awards and piloting opportunities in the field across the country under SBM.
Award under Rural individual use toilet was
bagged by Divyang Innovation; Urban individual use toilet by Arcatron Mobility while Dr
Sandeep Sakat and his team took away the
Runner-up cup.
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and
91springboard were the organizing partners for
the hackathon.
According to 2011 census, India has a population of 2.68 crore persons with disabilities, making up 2.21 per cent of the total population.

Gandan Monastery is located in Mongolia’s
capital Ulaanbaatar.
Just before the unveiling, young monks
at the monastery chanted Buddhist chants.
Soon after, a Buddhist monk present at the
prime minister’s residence offered prayers

as Modi and President Battulga stood with
folded hands.The Prime Minister’s Office
on Thursday described the unveiling ceremony as a “symbol of India-Mongolia spiritual partnership and shared Buddhist heritage.”
In May 2015, Modi had visited the
monastery where he presented a Bodhi tree
sapling describing it as a token of friendship from the Indian people.
Gandan is the largest and most significant monastery in Mongolia. Built in the
mid 19th century, it is the only monastery
where Buddhist services continued to function even during the Communist period.
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foreign exchange worth
10,000 US Dollar was found
and seized,” the ED said in a
statement.
According to a senior ED
official, these searches were
carried out in connection
with a Ponzi scheme and
housing fraud. The case
allegedly involves C1,900
crore.
The ED alleged that it sent
several summons to Singh, but
did not get proper cooperation
in the investigation.
In the case involving
Alchemist Infra Realty Limited,
the ED had in January attached
assets worth C239 crore. Singh
headed the Alchemist Group
till 2012.
The attached properties
are located in Chandigarh,
Panchkula, Derabassi and SAS
Nagar in Punjab and
in Himachal Pradesh’s
Shimla. The balance in two

bank accounts was also
attached.
The raids and the latest
seizure information come at a
time when TMC chief and
West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee is in
the national capital and has
met
Prime
Minister
Narendra Modi and Home
Minister Amit Shah among
others.
Officials had said on
Thursday that the raids are
being carried out to collect
additional evidence in the case
booked under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
against the MP and others and
is linked to an alleged ponzi
fraud and housing scam.
The ED probe is based on
a prosecution complaint filed
by the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) against
the company and its directors
in March 2016.

B

uoyed by good rains
received across the country,
the Modi Government has set
a foodgrain target of 291.1
million tonnes (MT) for 201920. It is 6 million tones more
than last year. India’s foodgrains
output in 2018-19 was 284.95
million tonnes.
According to the agriculture ministry, despite floods in
12 states this year, India’s food
grain crop production
in the Kharif season (summersown) will be higher than last
year’s 141.71 MT on better

monsoon rains.
As per the targets set, projected production of coarse
cereals would be 48.3 MT as
against expected 42.95 MT in
2018-19 and that of pulses
26.30 MT (23.40 million tonnes
in 2018-19).
The targets for rice and
wheat have been retained at 116
MT (116.42 million tonnes)
and 100.5 MT (102.19 million
tonnes) respectively.
Area sown to summer
crops remained flat at 1,054.13
lakh hectare so far in the ongoing kharif season of the 201920 crop year (July-June). Area

sown to rice was down by 5.25
lakh hectare to 378.62 lakh
hectare so far this season and
pulses by 2.41 lakh hectare to
132.99 lakh hectare, as per the
latest government data.
However, acreage of coarse
cereals was up by 3.1 lakh
hectare to 178.12 lakh hectare,
while that of oilseeds remained
flat at 178 lakh hectare in the
said period.
The official said the
prospects of rabi sowing looks
bright because of better soil
moisture on account of good
monsoon now and reservoirs
are also full.

Speaking at the national
conference to launch rabi campaign on Friday, Minister of
State for Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare, Parshottam
Rupala said both kharif and
rabi crop yields are expected to
be very good this year, thanks
bountiful rains received during
the curent monsoon season.
The minister said kharif crops
were affected in some states
because of floods but it would
not have much impact on the
overall production. “Still, we
will have bumper production in
kharif season, higher than last
year,” Rupala added.
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n a first of its kind symbolic
effort by India at the UN,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will inaugurate a 50KW ‘Gandhi
Solar Park’ next week during his
visit to the world organisation,
a gesture that highlights India’s
willingness to go beyond the
talk on climate change.
At a contribution of about
one million dollars, India has
gifted solar panels that have
been installed on the roof of the
UN Headquarters here, one
panel each for every 193 UN
Member State.
Modi will remotely inaugurate the solar park at the UN
Headquarters and the ‘Gandhi
Peace Garden’ during a special
commemorative event on
September 24 .
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Friday said it has
received a report from the
Chief Justice of Jammu &
Kashmir High Court and it
does not support claims that
people in Kashmir Valley are
unable to access the court there.
Senior advocate Huzefa
Ahmadi, representing child
right activists Enakshi Ganguly
and Shanta Sinha who have

filed a plea alleging detention
of children in Kashmir following the abrogation of Article
370, had on September 16 told
the apex court that people in
the Valley are “not able to
approach” the high court there
The bench had then sought
a report from the chief justice of
Jammu & Kashmir on the issue
“We have received a report
from the chief justice (of Jammu

& Kashmir High Court) which
does not support your statement,” a bench headed by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi told
Ahmadi at the outset on Friday
The bench, also comprising justices S A Bobde and S A
Nazeer, said it has received
some “conflicting reports” on
the issue but it do not intend to
comment on them at this
stage.
PTI
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through an ordinance has amended the Income Tax Act giving
huge concessions to the corporates and superrich to the tune of
a whopping Rs. 1.45 lakh crores.
This comes over and above the
Rs. 70,000 crore of concessions to
the realty and exports sectors
recently. The misappropriation of
the reserves of the Reserve Bank
of India to the tune of Rs. 1.76
lakh crore is now being transferred to the corporates instead of
it being used for increasing public investments that will generate
employment and increase people’s
purchasing power.
“The current economic
recession in India is caused by
the lack of demand i.e. people
do not have the purchasing
power to buy. These efforts
reversing the budget announcements cannot reverse the economic recession as people simply do not have the money to
buy what may be produced.
With the global economic slowdown and a huge fall in world
trade any hope of increasing our
exports will also come to a
naught,” said the polit bureau.
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he Supreme Court on
Friday sought response
T
from the Jammu &
Kashmir administration on
a plea challenging detention of
five persons in Kashmir following the abrogation of
Article 370.
A bench headed by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi issued
notice on the plea which has
also challenged provisions of
law, empowering authorities
to detain a person in Jammu
and Kashmir.
The bench also comprising
justices SA Bobde and SA
Nazeer asked Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta, who was
appearing for the Jammu &
Kashmir administration,
to file his response within two
weeks.
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n an unprecedented ‘hot pursuit’ of sorts, multiple teams
of Central Bureau of
Investigation raided a number
of places across Kolkata, South
and North 24 Parganas looking
for Bengal Additional Director
General CID, Rajeev Kumar,
who continued to remain
underground though he had
filed a petition for anticipatory bail in Alipore Court.
CBI wants to interrogate
Kumar for his alleged role as
the chief of the Special
Investigation Team constituted
by the TMC Government to
probe the multi-crore Saradha
chit fund case in 2013. The
Supreme Court later transferred the case to the CBI following complaints of insincerity by the SIT.
After Thursday’s frantic
search, the CBI continued its
look out on Friday raiding
half-a-dozen places including
resorts, CID and other
Government guest houses at
DH Road, Park Street,
Bishnupur, Dum Dum, Lake
Town etc. The officers also vis-

ited his house handing over yet
another summons notice there.
They even spoke to his wife, a
senior IRS officer herself.
Kumar has been escaping
the CBI for the past one week
after the Calcutta High Court
withdrew protection against
his arrest. The CBI had been
complaining that Kumar was
not cooperating with them in
the investigation process.
Meanwhile, Kumar’s
lawyer Gopal Haldar on Friday
said that a petition for anticipatory bail had been filed at the
Alipore Court. The hearing will
be conducted tomorrow and “a
notice to this effect has been
served on the CBI too,” he
maintained.
The Agency is frantically
looking for a Red diary, cash
registers, pen drives, and other
related evidences that were
allegedly ceased by the SIT but
went missing. “These articles
contain information regarding the transaction” between
the influential people and the
Saradha boss Sudipto Sen, the
jailed Saradha chief and other
witnesses have reportedly told
the CBI.

Patna: Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on Friday categorically dismissed any rift
within the alliance and predicted that the NDA will win
more than 200 seats in the next
year Assembly election.
He further asserted that
those trying to create a fissure
between his JD(U) and alliance
partner BJP will be in trouble.
Addressing the state council meeting of the Janata Dal
(United), of which he is the
national president, Kumar
lashed out at his detractors
charging them with "lacking
political acumen and trying to
gain publicity by launching
personal attacks on me..Many
of them later privately confiding that they did so because it
was their USP".
"I would advise my party
spokesmen, do not get drawn
into all this. Express the party
position on issues firmly but
avoid reacting to every slanderous remark that may be
made against me, Kumar said.
"Try to recall the 2010
assembly poll days. Skeptics
were doubting that we will get
majority. We ended up winning
206 out of 243 seats. Rest
assured we will cross 200 next
year, Kumar said evoking
applause. NDA had won 39 out
of a total 40 Lok Sabha seats in
Bihar recently.
The state will see poll by
the end of 2020.
"There are many who think
there is ghachpach (something
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amiss) in our alliance. It is not
so. Those trying to do ghachpach are going to be in trouble
(bura haal hone waala hai), let
me assure you, Kumar added.
The JD(U) national presidents statement assumes significance in the backdrop of
recent statements by some BJP
leaders who had favoured the
party pressing for having its
own Chief Minister after the
assembly polls next year.
Kumar has been at the
helm since 2005 when the
JD(U)-BJP combine ousted Lalu
Prasads RJD, which had ruled
the state for more than a decade.
In 2013, Kumar snapped
ties with the BJP and went on
to form the Grand Alliance
with Prasad, his arch rival,
and the Congress, which won
the 2015 assembly polls handsomely. He returned to the
NDA in 2017.
The BJP-led coalition in
Bihar now includes Ram Vilas
Paswans LJP.
Kumar also took a veiled
dig at the RJD and its leader

Tejashwi Yadav, mentioning
neither by name. Some RJD veterans like Raghuvansh Prasad
Singh and Shivanand Tiwary
had, after the party drew a
blank in the Lok Sabha polls this
year, begun to speak in favour
of a fresh tie-up with Kumar.
The proposal, however,
met with outright rejection by
Tejashwi Yadav, who is Prasads
younger son and was Kumars
deputy in the short-lived Grand
Alliance government.
Notably, money laundering
cases lodged against Tejashwi
and the RJDs stout refusal to
heed demands for his resignation had led Kumar to abruptly walk out of the grand alliance.
"Some of their leaders say
let us have some sort of understanding. Another says, no it is
not needed. Who is even thinking of them", Kumar said berating the opposition party which
was drubbed in 2010 but made
a dramatic comeback five years
later when it contested the
assembly polls in alliance with
his JD(U).
PTI

s the ruling saffron alliance
partners have not arrived
yet at any agreement over the
seat-sharing for the Maharashtra
Assembly polls, Union Home
Minister and BJP’s national president Amit Shah may intervene
and talk to Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray during the
weekend to sort out issues
impeding the formalisation of
the electoral tie-up.
Informed sources in the
BJP said that Shah, who is
expected to visit Mumbai on
Sunday, would hold talks with
Uddhav and formalise the seatsharing arrangement between
the two parties for the State
Assembly polls. Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis is expected
to participate in the talks.
Though both the BJP and its
ally Shiv Sena have been claiming that it is only a matter of time
before they inked the seat-sharing deal them, not much is happening on the ground during the
recent weeks.
Insiders in both the parties
say that since the earlier seatsharing understanding between
them of sharing 135 seats each
after leaving the remaining 18
seats to allies had come cropper,
the saffron alliance partners are
struggling to arrive at a new formula to share the seats.
Candidly
enough,
Maharashtra’s BJP president
Chandrakant Patil said on
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Mumbai: A day after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi asked
"loudmouths" to refrain from
making statements on the Ram
Temple issue while the judicial
process is on, Shiv Sena chief

Uddhav Thackeray on Friday
said his party's stand on the issue
mirrored "sentiments of Hindus".
"I am amazed at the 'bayan
bahadurs and badbole' (loudmouths) on the Ram Mandir

issue. Every one in the country
respects the Supreme Court.
The apex court is hearing the
case. I want to tell these people
with folded hands to have faith
in the judicial system," Modi said
at a rally in Nashik on Thursday.
Asked for his reaction on the
PM's remarks, Thackeray, a BJP
ally, said, "Who was he (Modi)
referring to? I am not indulging
in `bayan-baazi'. I am just highlighting the sentiments of
Hindus."
While Modi did not name
anyone, a section of the media
claimed that it was a rap on the
knuckles for the ally Sena,
which is often seen taking a
strident stand on the Ayodhya
issue, seeking an ordinance to
construct the temple.
Stressing that his party
had faith in the apex court,
Thackeray added, "But this
case is pending in the court for
several years. I had gone to
Ayodhya last year, and even
now, before the (Maharashtra)
Assembly polls, I have a wish
to go to the temple town
again."
PTI
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Chennai: Makkal Needhi
Maiam (MNM) founder Kamal
Haasan on Friday blamed
"Government apathy" and "halfbaked politicians" for the recent
death of a 23-year old woman
techie in Chennai after an illegal hoarding put up by an
AIADMK functionary crashed
on her.
The victim R Subhashree,
riding a two-wheeler, had lost
balance and fell on the road after
the hoarding crashed on her and
she was run over by a water
tanker that came from behind.
The incident prompted a
public outrage.
Haasan said the powers
that be have kept people "slaves"
by calling them "ordinary" folks,
but asserted such "ordinary" citizens create "extraordinary"
leaders.
"Many Subhashrees and
Raghus have been killed due to
this Government apathy,"
Haasan said in a video.
K Raghupathy (Raghu) also
died in similar fashion in 2017
in Coimbatore when he was run
over by a Corporation lorry
after his two-wheeler rammed
into an arch erected for the
MGR Centenary fete then.
The
late
MG
Ramachandran,
fondly
addressed as MGR, is founder
of the ruling AIADMK and a
former Chief Minister.
On Friday, Haasan wondered "how many more lives
will be taken away by these
ignorant officials and halfbaked politicians."
PTI

Lucknow : Terming the
National Register of Citizens
(NRC) a medium to instil fear,
Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav on Friday said if it is
implemented in Uttar Pradesh,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
would have to leave the State.
Yadav was addressing a
Press conference at the party
office here as he welcomed former BSP leaders Dayaram Pal
and Mithai Lal Bharati into the
Samajwadi Party fold. Pal has
been a president of the
Mayawati-led Bahujan Samaj
Party's UP unit.
Replying to the Chief
Minister's statement regarding implementation of the NRC
in Uttar Pradesh, the SP chief
said, "If NRC is implemented in
UP, then he (Yogi Adityanath)
would have to return. He is a
'mool niwaasi' (resident) of

Uttarakhand." "NRC is only a
medium to indulge in politics
of instilling fear. Earlier, it was
divide and rule, now it is the
politics of fear," he said.
"We have kicked out the
divisive forces. Now, we will
make the people understand,
and these people instilling fear
will be out of the Government,"
Yadav added.
Referring to the situation in
Jammu & Kashmir, the former
Chief Minister said the question
is whether people falling ill are
getting treatment and whether
the children are going to schools.
"The Government claims
that the situation is normal
there. If it is really normal, then
why are there so many restrictions," he questioned.
"The BJP is seeking votes in
the name of Pakistan, but it has
not allowed Prime Minister

Narendra Modi to fly in its airspace. Danger from China is
more than Pakistan, and hence,
it is necessary to secure the borders," the SP chief said.
Yadav also termed the cases
registered against senior party
leader and Rampur MP Azam
Khan unjust.
"Why were people on
whose complaints cases were
registered against Azam Khan
silent for nine years? Who
suddenly exerted pressure on
them? This Government is in
power for two-and-half years.
Why were the cases not lodged
earlier? Action is being initiated against Azam Khan since he
has built the university," he said.
Yadav also referred to little
Khajanchi, who was born to his
mother when she was waiting
in a queue outside an ATM
after demonetisation.
PTI

Friday that the two saffron
alliance partners had not so far
finalised any formula for sharing the seats for the Assembly
polls. Talking to media persons
after an election committee
meeting of the BJP, Patil said:
“No formula has been finalised
yet. But, there will definitely an
electoral alliance between the
BJP and Shiv Sena for the
Assembly polls. Chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis and Sena
president Uddhav Thackeray
will seat across and decide”.
On his part, Uddhav struck
a different note when he said
that the BJP and Sena had
already decided on the seat-sharing formula for the Assembly
during the tie-up for the Lok
Sabha polls.
Addressing a news conference at the party’s headquarters
“Sena Bhavan”, Uddhav said: “
We ( Sena and BJP) had decided on the seat-sharing formula
for the Assembly polls when we
formalised the tie-up for the Lok
Sabha polls. There is no problem
within the alliance. We will formalise the seat-sharing for the
Assembly polls in two-three
days”. It may be recalled that The
BJP and Shiv Sena had agreed to
share seats equally for the
Assembly polls, at a joint meeting that BJP president Amit shah
and chief minister Devendra
Fadnavis had with Sena chief
Uddhav Thackeray on February
18 this year when the two parties formalised the seat-sharing

pact for the Lok Sabha polls.
Later on June 2, senior BJP
leader and now State party president Chandrakant Patil had
confirmed that the BJP and
Shiv Sena would contest 135
seats each in the State Assembly
polls, setting aside the remaining 18 seats for their allies.
However, the BJP is no
mood to allocate 135 seats to the
Shiv Sena on the ground that
since it had won 122 seats as
against 63 seats won by the Sena
in the 2014 polls, it deserved
more number of seats than the
Uddhav Thackeray-led party.
Informed sources in the
BJP said that the principal ruling party might offer anywhere
from 110 to 120 seats to the Shiv
Sena. The Sena, meanwhile, is
understood to have pushed a
new formula — under which it
would get 126 seat, while the BJP
would keep 162 seats. From its
quota of 162 seats, the BJP
would allocate seats to various
allies in the BJP-Sena combineled “Maha Yuti” (grand alliance).
The BJP has reservations in
accepting the 126 (Sena):162
(BJP+allies) formula. So much
so that the BJP, which is confident of returning to power in the
state, has hinted that it has
Plan-B of contesting all the 288
seats in the state ready. However,
the talk about the Plan-B is more
of posturing on the part of the
BJP to force the Shiv Sena to settle for lesser number of seats
than it is demanding.
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Kolkata: West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Friday assured the people that
NRC will not be allowed in the
state and the BJP would have to
get past her if the saffron party
wants to touch them.
Urging the people to make
sure that their names are in the
voters' list, Banerjee accused
"local leaders" of the BJP of
spreading canards about the
possibility of implementing
the National Register of
Citizens in the state.
"I assure the people of West
Bengal that do not worry if you
have faith in me. Nobody will
have to leave West Bengal. You
will continue to stay here as you
have been all these years. If they
(BJP) want to touch you, they
would have to get past Mamata

Banerjee first," she told reporters
here after reaching the city
from New Delhi this evening.
The Trinamool Congress
supremo stressed that the NRC
was meant for Assam and she
went to New Delhi to inform
the Home Ministry about the
ordeal of the people of that state.
The final NRC, a list of
Assam's residents and published on August 31, excluded
the names of 19 lakh people.
"I doubt whether it will at all
be implemented anywhere else
in the country. Like us, Bihar has
already said they will not implement it," she said. Asserting that
she was, is and will be there to
care for the people, the chief
minister said she will not allow
implementation of the NRC in
the State.
PTI
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Srinagar: Former PDP leader
Imran Ansari, PDP leader
Khursheed Alam and Syed
Akhoon of the National
Conference, detained after the
abrogation of special status of
Jammu & Kashmir under
Article 370 on August 5, were
released on Friday, officials said.
The political leaders were
kept at the Centaur Hotel,
along with other political
detainees from the state, they
said.
Akhoon was released on
health grounds while Alam
was "temporarily released" in
view of his brother's death
recently, they said.
Ansari, who was among
the first PDP leaders who
rebelled against party chief
Mehbooba Mufti after her
Government lost power, left for
New Delhi on Friday for medical treatment, they said.

He was shifted from
Centaur Hotel to his house,
before Muharram, where his
detention continued.
The
administration
released Ansari on Friday and
he left for New Delhi for medical treatment.
He was elected from the
Pattan Assembly constituency
in the 2014 polls.
More than a thousand people, including politicians, separatists, activists and lawyers,
were detained after the August
5 decision of the central government to abrogate the special
status, according to unofficial
estimates.
Three former Chief
Ministers — Farooq Abdullah,
Omar Abdullah and Mehbooba
Mufti — were among the
detainees. Around 100 were
sent to the jails outside Jammu
& Kashmir.
PTI

0RcXeXbcbbW^dcb[^VP]bPbcWTh_PacXRX_PcTX]PR[X\PcTRWP]VT_a^cTbcX]<d\QPX^]5aXSPh

0?

:TaP[Pc^W^bcR^d]cahbUXabcTeTa³caP]bPacUTbcXeP[
Thiruvananthapuram:
Talented transgender members will soon get a platform to
showcase their artistic and creative skills in Kerala, as the state
Government is gearing up to
host an exclusive festival for the
marginalised group next
month.
The state Social Justice
Department conceptualised the
unique event as part of its various initiatives to support the
TG community, make them
part of the mainstream society
and to promote their talents.
Titled "Varnapakitt-2019",
the two-day event is considered
to be the first such state-sponsored art festival to be organised exclusively for transgenders in the country.
According to authorities,

the state-level festival is being
organised as part of the transgender policy implemented by
the Government for the upliftment of the community.
The venue of the festival is
expected to be the state capital
and the official announcement
of the dates are yet to come.
As part of the art festival,
the Department also invited

applications for cash awards
from 10 transgenders who have
proved their excellence in various social fields except cinema.
According to the Art
Festival manual, released by the
Department, any TG member
aged 18 or above, who has the
authentic identity card issued
by the Government, can take
part in the festival.

Besides the performing art
category including dance, music
(both single and group), monoact and mimicry, competitions
will be held in story, poetry
andessay writing, it said.
Transgender activist
Sheethal Shyam hailed the
Government initiative and said
it will be an exciting platform
for the TGs to perform and
show their talent to the world.
"It may be for the first time
in the country that a state
department is organising such
an art festival for us. There are
several talented persons in our
community who do not get a
platform to perform and show
their skills to the world because
of the stigma attached to the
gender," Sheethal, also an actor
and dancer, told PTI.

Not just in the fields of art,
there are several TGs who contribute and serve the society in
different capacities but their
services go unnoticed, the
activist said.
"Many TGs are unsung
heroes. Their services and talents go unnoticed. People are
honoured in our state for
fighting floods and came out
of its hardships successfully.
But, our life is a fight everyday.
But, no one recognises it," the
activist said.
A member of the
state Transgender Justice
Board, Sheethal also said the
art festival and the TG award
are considered as a recognition
to those who have fought
several odds to express their
gender.
PTI
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Srinagar: Fresh restrictions were
imposed in parts of Kashmir on
Friday as a precautionary measure to maintain law and order
in view of congregational
prayers, officials said.
Normal life continued to
remain affected across the valley for the 47th consecutive day
with markets closed and public
transport off the roads, the officials said.
Restrictions under Section
144 CrPc have been imposed in
few areas of the valley to maintain law and order, the officials
said. They said the curbs have
been imposed in Nowhatta and
adjoining areas in downtown
(interior city) and Anchar area
of Soura police station in
Srinagar.
The restrictions have also
been imposed in Kupwara and
Handwara police districts and
the main towns of Ganderbal,
Anantnag and Bijbehara, the
officials added. Security forces
have been deployed in strength
in vulnerable areas in the rest of
the valley, they said. The officials
said the curbs were a precau-
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Kochi: A 70-year old Catholic
priest allegedly molested three
minor girls when they visited
him to seek blessings at his
church
office
in
Chendamangalam
in
Ernakulam district last month,
the police said on Friday.
The priest, George
Padayatty, vicar of a Syrian
Catholic
Church
in
Chendamangalam, has been
absconding after a case was registered against him in connection with the incident, police
said.
He has been charged under
various sections of the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act (POCSO
Act), an official at Vadakkekara
Police Station told PTI.
According to the police, the
incident occurred a month ago
when the nine-year old girls
went to the priest's office to
seek his blessings after service
in the Church.
A source in the SyroMalabar Church said the priest
has been suspended by the
Ernakulam-Angamaly
Archdiocese.
He has been directed to
cooperate with the police investigation into the incident,
sources said.
PTI
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tionary measure to maintain law
and order in view of apprehensions that vested interests might
exploit the large Friday prayer
gatherings at big mosques and
shrines to fuel protests.
Friday prayers have not
been allowed at any of the major
mosques or shrines – including
Jamia Masjid in Nowhatta or
Dargah Sharief in Hazratbal - in
the valley for the past over a
month now. Restrictions were
first imposed across Kashmir on
August 5 when the Centre
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announced its decision to abrogate Article 370 of the
Constitution and bifurcate the
state into two Union territories.
The restrictions were lifted in
phases from many parts of the
valley. Internet services have
remained suspended across all
platforms, they said. While landlines across the valley were
functional, voice calls on mobile
devices were working only in
Kupwara and Handwara police
districts of north Kashmir, they
added.
PTI
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he wheels of world's second largest rail network
continue to remain jammed in
different parts of Kashmir
valley owing to continuous
shutdown in the region since
August 5.
On one hand, the
Government agencies are
struggling to bring back the
public transport back on
track and on the other hand,
daily commuters are eagerly
waiting to embark on the
train journey and return to
work.
On ground zero, the railway authorities are yet to
receive a green signal from the
higher authorities.
On an average, 30,000
passengers used to travel
between Banihal to Baramulla
on daily basis. In the absence
of start of rail services, the
railway authorities are only
busy counting losses.
Due to frequent suspension of train services across
Kashmir valley, the railway
authorities
have
so
far incurred losses to the tune
of over 6 crores in the last
three years.
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Mumbai: Iltija Mufti, the
daughter of former Jammu &
Kashmir Chief Minister
Mehobooba Mufti, on Friday
attacked the Modi-led
Government for holding her
mother and other State political
leaders under preventive detention.
Speaking at the India Today
Conclave here, she also said it
is wrong to assume that every
Kashmiri is a potential stonepelter or a terrorist.
"Every Kashmiri is not a
stone-pelter. We are as aspirational as others," she said.
Iltija also challenged the
assertion that "political dynasties" had destroyed Kashmir
over the years.
"The Government pushes
the narrative of some dynasties
having destroyed Kashmir,
because that serves its narrative,"
she said.
A host of political leaders
continue to remain under
detention in Kashmir, including
three former Chief Ministers
Farooq and Omar Abdullah
and Mehbooba Mufti, after the
state's special status was revoked
last month.
PTI
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Kochi: In a landmark judgement, the Kerala High Court
has directed readmission of a
girl student expelled from a college hostel for opposing a regulation on use of mobile
phones, noting that the right to
access Internet is part of the
Right to Education and Right
to Privacy under the
Constitution.
The court also held that
discipline shall not be enforced
by blocking ways and means
of students to acquire knowledge.
In her judgement on
Thursday, Justice P V Asha
said, "When the Human Rights
Council of the United Nations
has found that right to access
to Internet is a fundamental
freedom and a tool to ensure
right to education, a rule or

instruction which impairs the
said right of the students cannot be permitted to stand in the
eye of law".
“As pointed out by the
learned counsel for the petitioner, the Apex Court has in
Vishaka & Ors. V State of
Rajasthan & Ors. Held that in
the light of Article 51(c) and
253 of the Constitution and
the the role of judiciary envisaged in the Beijing Statement,
international conventions and
norms are to be read into fundamental rights guaranteed
in the Constitution in the
absence of enacted domestic
law occupying the fields when
there is no inconsistency
between them.
"Going by the aforesaid
dictum laid down in the said
judgment, the right to have
access to Internet becomes
the part of right to education
as well as right to privacy
under Article 21 of the
Constitution of India," the
court said.
The court gave the judgement on a writ petition filed by

a third semester B.A girl student of an aided college under
the Calicut University, challenging her expulsion from
the hostel.
In her petition, she had
said the inmates of the hostel
were not allowed to use their
mobile phone from 10 pm to 6
am within the hostel and that
undergraduate students were
not allowed to use laptops also
in the hostel.
The petition said from
June 24, 2019 onwards the
duration of the restriction in
using the mobile phones was
changed from 6 pm to 10 pm.
Such restrictions were
imposed only in the girls hostel.
The petitioner said it
amounted to discrimination
based on gender, in violation of
guidelines issued by UGC,
which prohibits gender discrimination.
In its order, the High Court
said the total restriction on the
use of mobile phones and the
direction to surrender it during
the study hours was absolutely unwarranted.
PTI
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Jaipur: The space for dissent
in politics has shrunk dramatically in 2019 compared to
1962, said Congress leader
Shashi Tharoor on Friday.
Tharoor made the remark
weeks after facing wrath of his
party's state unit for endorsing
party colleague Jairam
Ramesh's warning last month
that demonising Prime
Minister Narendra Modi all
the time and not recognising
his work will not help the
party.
Talking of the alleged
shrinkage of space for dissent
in politics with TV commentator Karan Thapar at a "Talk
Journalism" event here,
Tharoor also said the anti-

defection law has made elected representatives mere "rubber stamps" of their parties.
"A leader in 1962 had
challenged former Prime
Minister Jawahar Lal Nehru's
unfortunate statement on
Aksai Chin that not even a
blade of grass grows there.
Pointing to his baldpate, the
leader had told Nehru not a
single hair grows on his head
either. So, are you going to give
it too to China?” said Tharoor,
referring to the well-publicised reaction to Nehru's statement.
Tharoor along with
Thapar also referred to the
demand for a special parliament session by Atal Bihari

Vajpayee, then a parliamentarian, after the 1962 war with
China and call for secession of
Tamil Nadu by former MP C
N Annadurai, pointing out
that Nehru acceded to
Vajpayee's demand and dismissed Annadurai's call as an
opinion one was entitled to
have.
“All these examples illustrate such things are impermissible and unthinkable
today in any party. If these
were said today, Annadurai
would have been charged with
sedition and Vajpayee's
demand would have been
treated as anti-national,” said
Tharoor.
The former Union minis-

ter said MPs today cannot
speak out of their conscience
as they cannot afford to differ
from their party lines in
Parliament on any Bill as it
would amount to disqualification from Parliament.
He said Bollywood actorturned-politician Shatrughan
Sinha had spoken against
Prime Minister Modi and the
party in previous dispensation
of the BJP but voted as
instructed on every Bill tabled
in Parliament as a negative
vote could have attracted disqualification.
“This is a situation we are
seeing as a result of the antidefection law. I don't believe
those who drafted the (anti-

defection) law had intended it
but it is certainly an unintended consequence. In many
ways it disempowers our
democracy and our elected
representatives as they become
mere rubber stamp of their
political parties,” he said.
"Except during the
Emergency, Indian media
never saw this degree of selfcensorship. It is devastating
for the Indian democracy as
there is no democracy without dissent," Tharoor added.
Tharoor lauded judiciary
as sole institution capable of
protecting its space of dissent.
"Judiciary is one institution in the country, which is
most capable of resisting this
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Mumbai: Activist Arun
Ferreira told the Bombay High
Court on Friday that there was
no incriminating evidence
against him in the Elgar
Parishad-Koregaon Bhima case.
Ferreira's counsel Sudeep
Pasbola told the court that the
former had been arrested by
Pune police only because of his
acquaintance with co-accused
Surendra Gadling, and on
account that Ferreira was a
member of the Indian
Association of People's Lawyers
(IAPL).
Pasbola told a single bench
presided by Justice Sarang
Kotwal that Ferreira was an
activist and lawyer working for

the rights of tribals.
Justice Kotwal has been
conducting detailed hearings on
the bail pleas filed by Ferreira
and his co-accused in the case,
Sudha Bharadwaj and Vernon
Gonsalves.
The three are among several activists arrested in the case
last year by the Pune police over
alleged Maoist links and several other charges following the
violence at Koregaon Bhima
between December 31, 2017
and January 1, 2018.
Pasbola said, in 2007,
Ferreira was arrested on 12
charges and spent five years in
Nagpur Central Jail, and was
ultimately acquitted of all the

charges and released in 2012.
During these years,
Gadling was Ferreira's lawyer,
Pasbola said, adding that "he,
therefore, got acquainted with
Gadling".
"And when Gadling was
arrested last year in the present
case, Arun and some others
filed their vakalatnama and
began to represent Gadling in
the case. This brought Arun
under the scanner (of Pune
police), he said. Pasbola said
Ferreira was not named as an
accused in the case initially, and
that his name was added to the
list of accused in the supplementary charge sheet filed by
the Pune police.
PTI

Guwahati: Normal life was
affected in parts of Assam on
Friday as a students' union
observed a 12- hour bandh in
the State over exclusion of
members of an indigenous
group from the final NRC.
Asserting that the updated register, published on
August 31, was "full of errors",
the All Koch Rajbongshi
Students' Union (AKRSU)
demanded that members of its
community, who have been
left out, be immediately
included.
One of the protesters told
reporters that AKRSU will
not accept the final NRC as
"the list was full of errors".

He also said that thousands of Koch Rajbongshi
people have been excluded
from the register.
Official sources said no
incident of violence has been
reported from any part of the
state, but the protesters were
seen burning an effigy of state
NRC Coordinator Prateek
Hajela at Nalbari district's
Kauli area.
Almost all shops, banks,
educational institutes and
offices remained closed in
Koch Rajbongshi-dominated
areas of Morigaon, Kokrajhar,
Chirang, Baksa, Nalbari,
Nagaon and Sivasagar districts, the sources said. PTI

trend toward the shrinking
space of dissent as they are relatively more capable of managing their own autonomy in
decision making," said
Tharoor.
On the contrary, other
institutions are directly dependent on the government and
are not able to do it, he added.

"Politicians should learn to
take uncomfortable questions
as a part of their job and if they
are not able to do it, they do
not deserve to represent people," said Tharoor.
"Some
motivated
and malicious questions, however, need to be ignored," he
added.
PTI

^_]X^]

17D10=4BF0AkB0CDA30H kB4?C4<14A! ! (

gggTQY\i`Y_^UUbS_]

UPRTQ^^ZR^\SPX[h_X^]TTak /CWT3PX[h?X^]TTak X]bcPVaP\R^\SPX[h_X^]TTa
A2A6CH:E9A2DD:@?

>R^ReR¶dW]ZaW]`a

+HUUHFRQFLOLDWLRQZLWKWKH0RGL6KDKGXRUDLVHVTXHVWLRQV
DERXWZK\VKHLVVWDNLQJKHUFUHGLELOLW\
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DPDWD%DQHUMHHPD\EHWKH7ULQDPRRO
&RQJUHVVFKLHIDQGWKH%HQJDO&KLHI
0LQLVWHUEXWKHUODUJHUWKDQOLIHLPDJH
DFURVV,QGLDKDVEHHQRIDTXLQWHVVHQWLDOUHEHO
DILJKWHUIRUKHUSHRSOHDFUXVDGHUIRUMXVWLFH
DQGDFRQVFLHQFHNHHSHURIWKHHVWDEOLVKPHQW
,QIDFWVKHKDVEHHQDEOHWRFDUYHXSWKHSROLW
LFDOVSDFHDQGFUDIWKHULQYLQFLEOHVSLULWSUH
FLVHO\EHFDXVHRIKHUILUHDQGEULPVWRQHDWWL
WXGHDQGDJLWDWLRQLVWVW\OH+HUSROLWLFVRIVXE
YHUVLRQFRQYLQFHGSHRSOHRIKHUVLQFHULW\RI
SXUSRVHRQHWKDWQHYHUVHWWOHGRUFRPSUR
PLVHG6KHEURNHDZD\IURPWKH&RQJUHVVWRSSOHGWKH/HIWDQGVZXQJLQDQG
RXWRIWKH%-3OHG1DWLRQDO'HPRFUDWLF$OOLDQFH 1'$ JRYHUQPHQWZLWKDQDFWLYLVP
RISULQFLSOHV,QWKDWVHQVHVKHKDVEHHQDGLVUXSWRUDQGLQUHFHQW\HDUVHPHUJHG
DVDKHOPVZRPDQRIWKH2SSRVLWLRQWKHRQO\RQHTXDOLILHGWRWDNHRQ3ULPH0LQLVWHU
1DUHQGUD0RGLDQGKLVGHSXW\$PLW6KDKDQGPDWFKWKHLUDJJUHVVLRQVWHSE\
VWHS%XWDVVKHPHWKHUDUFKHQHPLHVFDUU\LQJVDQGHVKLQVWHDGRIWKHJUDYHO
WKDWVKHKDGSURPLVHGWKH\ZRXOGKDYHWRFKHZLIWKH\RYHUVWHSSHGOLPLWVLQ%HQJDO
LWVHHPHGVKHKDGQRWRQO\VRIWHQHGEXWKDGVXEPLWWHGWRDWUXFH2VWHQVLEO\
IRUVPRRWKHU&HQWUH6WDWHUHODWLRQV7KHUHZHUH\HOORZIORZHUVWRRWKHFRORXU
RIIULHQGVKLSVRPHWKLQJWKDWGLGQ·WHYHQEORRPLQWKHPRQWKGXHORI´-DL6KUL
5DPµDQG´-DL0DD.DOLµ7KHVZLIWQHVVZLWKZKLFKVKHFKDQJHGWDFNIROORZ
LQJWKH&%,·VKHDWRQ.RONDWD3ROLFH&RPPLVVLRQHU5DMHHY.XPDUFHUWDLQO\UDLV
HVTXHVWLRQVDERXWZKHWKHUVKHLVGRXVLQJIODPHVRIWKH6DUDGDFKLWIXQGVFDP
DQGVWDNLQJKHUSROLWLFDOVXUYLYDORQDFHVVDWLRQRIKRVWLOLWLHV)RUKHUWZLQPHHW
LQJVFDQRQO\EHLQWHUSUHWHGLQH[WUHPHVDVVHOIGHIHDWLVWRUVHOILVK
'LGL·VRYHUQLJKWWUDQVIRUPDWLRQFHUWDLQO\LVQRWLQV\QFZLWKKHUSROLWLFDOO\DVWXWH
PRYHV.QRZQIRUKHUUDELGRSSRVLWLRQWRWKH1DWLRQDO5HJLVWHUIRU&LWL]HQV 15& 
VKHKDVQRZDFFHSWHGLWDVSDUWRIWKH$VVDP$FFRUGDQGFRQILQLQJLWVFRQWH[W
WRWKDW6WDWHVDLGLWZDVQ·WQHHGHGLQ%HQJDO$QGLQDVKRFNHUVKHKDVRYHU
WXUQHGKHU´GHILDQFHµE\H[SUHVVLQJ´FRQFHUQµRYHU´JHQXLQHFLWL]HQVOHIWRXWµ
DQGUHDVRQHGRXWWKHLUH[FOXVLRQZLWKWKHRQHPDQVKHKDGDEKRUUHGUHIXVLQJ
KLPODQGLQJULJKWVLQ%HQJDOGXULQJWKH/RN6DEKDFDPSDLJQ³$PLW6KDK$OVR
IRUDOOWKHYLWULRODJDLQVW0RGL³ZKRPVKHFDOOHGD´ELJ]HURµD´PRVWFRUUXSW
PDQµDQGD´GDQJDEDEXµ³VKHDFWXDOO\VRXJKWKLVJRRGRIILFHVWRVHWXSD
PHHWLQJZLWK6KDKZKRDV+RPH0LQLVWHUFRQWUROVLQYHVWLJDWLYHDJHQFLHV0RGL
QRZLVKHU´3ULPH0LQLVWHUµRQHZKRVHRDWKWDNLQJVKHKDGVKXQQHGFODLPLQJ
LWZDVWDQWDPRXQWWRGHYDOXLQJGHPRFUDF\DVKHZDVXVLQJLWWRVFRUHSROLWLFDO
SRLQWV,WLVQ·WURFNHWVFLHQFHWRXQGHUVWDQGWKDWKHURIIHUWR0RGLWRMRLQWO\LQDX
JXUDWHDPLQLQJEORFNLQWKH6WDWHZRXOGPHDQVKDULQJWKHGDLVDQGSHUKDSVHYHQ
DVSHHFK&RQVLGHULQJDPQHVLDFRPHVHDV\WRRWKHUWXUQFRDWOHDGHUVRQHGRHV
Q·WH[SHFWVXFKVKRUWWHUPPHPRU\ORVVIURPWKH7ULQDPRROOHDGHUZKRVHPHP
EHUVDQGLQVLGHUVDUHMXVWDVFRQIXVHGE\WKHVXGGHQWXUQRIHYHQWV$VVXPLQJ
WKDW.XPDUNQRZVZD\WRRPXFKDQGPLJKWEHSUHVVXUHGWRVSLOOWKHEHDQVKDV
LWVSRRNHG'LGLHQRXJKWRULVNKHUFUHGLELOLW\"(QRXJKWRWDNHDZD\WKHVKHHQ
RIIKHUGKDUQDLQ.RONDWDIRU.XPDUZKLFKVKHKDGPDJQLILHGDVDQDWLRQDOFDP
SDLJQDJDLQVWDQDVVDXOWRQFRQVWLWXWLRQDOIUHHGRPV":KDWHYHUWKLVODWHVWSRV
WXULQJE\0DPDWDEHJJDUVORJLF'HGXFLQJWKHPHHWLQJVDWIDFHYDOXHHYHQLI
VKHKDVPDQDJHGWRFRQYLQFHWKH0RGL6KDKGXRRIWKHQHHGWRNHHS15&IURP
%HQJDOZKDWZRXOGWKH%-3JHWLQUHWXUQ":LWKWKHODWHVWERQKRPLHSLFWXUHVEOXQW
LQJWKHHGJHRIKHUDQWL0RGLSODQNWKDWVKHKDGEXLOWXSZLWKDFHUWDLQVKULOO
QHVVLWLVGLIILFXOWWRXQGHUVWDQGKRZVKHZLOOJHWDQHZQDUUDWLYHJRLQJEHIRUH
WKH$VVHPEO\HOHFWLRQVLQ:LWKWKH%-3EHVWLQJLWVSHUIRUPDQFHLQWKH
/RN6DEKDSROOVDQGZLWKLQVPHOOLQJGLVWDQFHRISRZHULQWKH6WDWHLWLVXQOLNH
O\LWZLOOJLYHXSRQLWVLQWLPLGDWRU\WDFWLFVQDPHO\SRDFKLQJOHJLVODWRUVWDUJHW
WLQJWKHVFDPWDLQWHGDQGQDWXUDOLVLQJFURVVSDUW\PLJUDWLRQ:LWKWKH7ULQDPRRO
EHLQJWKHRQO\RWKHUSDUW\RIVXEVWDQFHLQ%HQJDO0DPDWD·VLGHRORJ\RI´0DD
0DDWL0DDQXVKµLVQ·WHQRXJKWRKROGLWWRJHWKHU$FRPSURPLVHE\DQ\ERG\HOVH
FDQEHWDNHQLQVWULGHEXWWKHRQHE\0DPDWDVHHPVOLNHDZLOIXOVXUUHQGHU:RUVH
WKRXJKVKHLVNQRZQIRUHDUOLHUIOLSIORSVWKHFXUUHQWPRYHFRXOGFRVWKHUWKH
SRSXODUYRWH$Q\FRPHEDFNDIWHUWKDWZLOOEHDQXSKLOOWDVN8QOHVVVKHUHFRQ
FLOHVWREHLQJMXVWDQLGHRORJXHWKDQWKHUREXVWOHDGHUVKHLV2UH[SHFWHGWREH

EYV_``dVeZXYeV_d

&KLQPD\DQDQGILQDOO\DGPLWVWRDFFXVDWLRQVEHIRUH
6,7$OOUDSHVXUYLYRUVLQ83QHHGFORVXUH
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KHODZKDVILQDOO\FDXJKWXSZLWK6ZDPL
&KLQPD\DQDQGZKRVHZURQJGRLQJVKDG
FRVWWKHQDWLRQLWVFROOHFWLYHFRQVFLHQFH
DVWKHJLUOKHVH[XDOO\H[SORLWHGDQGWUHDWHGOLNH
ERQGHGODERXUFULHGIRUMXVWLFH7KLVDOORZHG
WKHDFFXVHGHQRXJKWLPHWRIOH[KLVSROLWLFDO
PXVFOHVFKDUJHKHULQVWHDGZLWKFKDUDFWHU
DVVDVVLQDWLRQDQGHOLPLQDWHWUDFHVRIHYLGHQFH
7LOOD6SHFLDO,QYHVWLJDWLYH7HDP 6,7 ZDVVHW
XSE\WKH8WWDU3UDGHVK*RYHUQPHQWDWWKH
EHKHVWRIWKH6XSUHPH&RXUWWKLVFDVHVHHPHG
KHDGHGLQWKHGLUHFWLRQRIXQVROYHGILOHV%XW
QRZWKH%-3SROLWLFLDQVHHPVWRKDYHDFFHSWHGDOOWKHDOOHJDWLRQVOHYHOOHGDJDLQVW
KLPDQGLVHYHQ´DVKDPHGµZKDWHYHUWKDWPHDQVDQ\PRUH+RZHYHUWKHIRU
PHU8QLRQ0LQLVWHUKDVQ·WEHHQERRNHGRQFKDUJHVRIUDSHWKRXJKWKHYLFWLP
KDGSXEOLFO\DOOHJHGVR8QOLNHWKH8QQDRUDSHFDVHZKHUHDQRWKHU%-3OHDGHU
ZDVLQYROYHGDQGZKLFKFDPHWROLJKWRQO\ZKHQWKHJLUOWKUHDWHQHGVHOILPPR
ODWLRQWKHDFWLRQDJDLQVW&KLQPD\DQDQGDQLQIOXHQWLDOOHDGHUZKRDOVRFODLPV
WREHDJRGPDQKDVQ·WEHHQGHOD\HG6RWKHSUHVVXUHRQMXVWLFHGHOLYHU\LVFOHDU
O\EXLOGLQJXSJLYHQWKHUHSHWLWLYHQDWXUHRIDEXVHE\WKRVHLQSRZHU
2IFRXUVHWKLVLVQRWWKHHQG:KLOH&KLQPD\DQDQGKDVEHHQVHQWWRMXGL
FLDOFXVWRG\LWUHPDLQVWREHVHHQLIKHVWLFNVWRKLV´FRQIHVVLRQµLQDFRXUWRI
ODZRUGRHVD8WXUQ&RQVLGHULQJKHKDVHDUOLHUDFFXVHGWKHJLUORIEODFNPDLO
ZKHQVKHZHQWSXEOLFZLWKKHUHYLGHQFHWKURXJKVRFLDOPHGLDKHFRXOGWXUQ
KRVWLOH$WWKHKHDUWRIVXFKFDVHVOLHVWKHIDLOXUHRIWKHSROLFHWKH*RYHUQPHQW
DQGODZHQIRUFHPHQWDJHQFLHVZKLFKKDYHFRQVLVWHQWO\IDLOHGWRUHVSHFWWKHFULW
LFDOLW\RIDZRPDQEUDYLQJEDFNODVKDQGWKUHDWVORGJLQJDQ),57KH\SHUKDSV
JHWPRUHDQ[LRXVDERXWEUXVKLQJWKHFDVHXQGHUWKHFDUSHWWKDQHQVXULQJDIDLU
DQGVSHHG\WULDO$QGLILWLQYROYHVVRPHERG\SRZHUIXOWKHQWKHMXVWLFHV\VWHP
LQWKHFRXQWU\LVDOPRVWSURJUDPPHGWREHRQWKHEDFNJHDUPRUHLQWHUHVWHGLQ
FRYHULQJXSWKHWUDFNVRISROLWLFDOPDVWHUV,WLVSUHFLVHO\EHFDXVHHQWLWOHPHQWLV
HQFRGHGLQRXUOHJDOV\VWHPWKDWSROLWLFLDQVOLNH&KLQPD\DQDQGDQG8QQDRUDSH
DFFXVHG.XOGHHS6HQJDUJHWDZD\:RUVHWKHVHQLRU%-3OHDGHUVKLSVWD\HGDZD\
IURPWDNLQJDVWDQGDJDLQVWWKHVHIDOOHQPHQWLOOPDWWHUVFDPHWRDKHDG7KLV
VLOHQFHLVRIWHQUHDGDVWDFLWHQGRUVHPHQWRIWKHFULPHRQHWKDWKDVFRVWWKH
<RJL$GLW\DQDWKJRYHUQPHQWLWVLPDJH:LWK&KLQPD\DQDQGRIWHQIODXQWLQJKLV
FORVHQHVVWRWKH&KLHI0LQLVWHUDQGWKH8QQDRUDSHVXUYLYRUWKUHDWHQLQJVHOI
LPPRODWLRQLQIURQWRIKLVUHVLGHQFHKLVUHLJQLVXQGHUDVKDGRZ,QWKHHQGWKH
FULPHVSLUDOKDVDOZD\VGHILQHG83DQGWLOOWKDWFKDQJHVROGSHUFHSWLRQVZRQ·W
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hich is sovereign, the people or Parliament? Is the
Crown — that is the
Government — entitled to
interpret the wishes of the
former and override the latter? Should the
courts intervene in these arguments, something they have been reluctant to do since
1689? Such arcane questions, once the
dusty preserve of academic jurists, are now
central to politics in Britain. The bedrock of
the UK’s Constitutional settlement, the separation of powers, has been shaken to its
foundations by Brexit.
There have been so many unprecedented political events since the referendum in
2016 that is easy to be blasé about the proceedings taking place in the Supreme Court.
And yet this is arguably the most extraordinary moment of them all. Here are 11
judges sitting to decide whether the Queen
was right to agree to the prorogation of
Parliament or whether the advice she
received from her Prime Minister was
unlawful.
First they must rule on whether this matter is even for the courts to consider at all.
The High Court in London concluded that
this was non-justiciable because it was concerned with “high policy” and politics, areas
that the courts have conventionally stayed
away from. Three senior judges in Scotland
took the opposite view. Who is right?
A compelling argument for the latter was
made by Lord Pannick QC, who successfully spearheaded the previous case before the
Supreme Court brought by the businesswoman Gina Miller, insisting that a decision
to trigger Article 50 must be taken by
Parliament, not the Government alone.
On the opening day of the hearing in
London, he contended that the exercise of
executive power must be proper, otherwise
it was unlawful. This applied both to statutory and prerogative powers; and since the
courts had a duty to enforce rules of
Constitutional law, the matter was justiciable. It was, Lord Pannick said, the “fundamental principle of our Constitutional law
that the executive is answerable to
Parliament.” Ministers are the junior partners and, therefore, cannot effectively close
down the latter for political purposes.
While all this may be true, he chose to
ignore the great big Constitutional elephant
in the room: The referendum. Parliament is
sovereign only in so far as it derives that
authority from the people. It does not exist
as a discrete phenomenon. Had there not
been a referendum, there would not be an
issue. The principle that Parliament is
supreme and the executive is answerable to
it is not seriously questioned. But there must
be a source for that sovereignty. When
Parliament is preventing the implementation
of a majority decision of the people taken in
a referendum, it is arguable that it is
Parliament, not the executive, that is behaving unlawfully.

Our system is a balance
between the powers of its institutional components. To hear
some MPs and, indeed Lord
Pannick, one would imagine that
what Parliament says goes. Yet
once it handed the decision on
Britain’s membership of the
European Union (EU) to the
people, then it was required to
enact the public will and not
seek to frustrate it.
Perhaps MPs agreed to the
referendum, thinking they were
doing nothing other than allowing the country to reaffirm its
support for the UK’s continued
membership of the EU.
Certainly, former Prime
Minister David Cameron
thought so, as he has made
apparent in his new memoirs.
But it didn’t; so Parliament is no
more entitled to thwart the June
2016 referendum result than it
was the 1975 outcome in favour
of staying. The fact that the latter was heavily in favour while
the former was much narrower
is irrelevant — at least in principle, if not politically.
Even if we leave the referendum aside, the prerogative to
prorogue in this instance does
not undermine parliamentary
sovereignty. It has not removed
Parliament’s power to scrutinise
the actions of the executive, even
if has limited the time for that to
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Sir — This refers to the article, “A
Himalayan threat” (September
19) by KK Paul. The writer must
be commended for having raised
forest fires that have now become
a growing problem for nations
across the world. While the
forests in the Amazon forests
drew international attention, back
home, the situation is no different. During the late 1990s and
early 2000s, as the then Deputy
Inspector General of Forests, I
was responsible for the creation
of a roadmap for fire prevention
and protection in the country. I
had also assessed the quantum of
damage done due to fires at
around C440 crore. This does not
include losses to biodiversity,
soils, carbon and other forest
goods and services. The actual
costs are much larger. The same
was also communicated to the
Parliament, which led to the creation of an integrated forest protection scheme.
After the 2016 forest fires that
burnt 4,048 hectares of land, I led
a delegation of people and met
KK Paul, who was then the
Governor of Uttarakhand, and
also the then Chief Minister
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happen.
Furthermore, it was open to
the Commons to pass a motion
of no-confidence in the
Government if it did not like
what it was up to. The reason it
didn’t was because it did not suit
the purposes of the Opposition
to have an election at this time.
Lord Pannick said he was
not questioning the right of a
Prime Minister to prorogue
Parliament for political reasons:
After all, any prorogation in
order to bring forward a Queen’s
speech setting out a new programme is a political act. His
objection was that the suspension in this instance is for much
longer than is necessary because
the Government wants to block
scrutiny of its actions as the
clock ticks down to Brexit day.
It was a political decision.
This is true. It is stretching
credulity to breaking point to
claim that a five-week suspension is needed to prepare for a
Queen’s speech that the
Government can’t even get
through because it has no majority. But if it is political it is not a
matter for the courts.
As has become the case in
any Brexit argument, the finer
legal points are secondary to the
entrenched positions of both
sides. Those who want the UK
to leave the EU are behind

C>C74438C>A

GXiY]`_cY^W8Y^TYYcQRQTYTUQ
]X^]7^\T<X]XbcTa0\XcBWPW]TTSbc^QTaT\X]S
TScWPccWT\^cWTac^]VdTXbX]cTVaP[c^P_Tab^]³b
XST]cXch Pb WXb \^cWTa[P]S 7PeX]V aTbXSTS X]
5PaXSPQPSbX]RT (& \hUP\X[hP]S8WPeTVa^f]c^
[^eT7X]SXP]SQTR^\TU[dT]cX]Xc1dcX\_^bX]VXcPbP
]PcX^]P[[P]VdPVTP]S_dccX]V7X]SXb_TPZTabPcP]PSeP]
cPVT^eTa^cWTabP\^d]cc^Va^bbSXbRaX\X]PcX^]CWXb
RP]]^ccPZTd]XcT_T^_[TBWPW³bP__TP[c^cWT_T^_[T
c^_a^\^cT7X]SXP[^]VfXcWcWTXa\^cWTac^]VdTP]S
cWT WX]c cWPc cWXb f^d[S Ud[UX[[ cWT SaTP\ ^U <PWPc\P
6P]SWXP]SEP[[PQWQWPX?PcT[fTaTQdcPbWaTfSPccT\_c
c^\P]X_d[PcTcWT\PbbTb7TP[b^caXTSc^cda]cWT_T^
_[TPVPX]bc4]V[XbW7T\dbc]^cU^aVTccWPc4]V[XbW[X]Zb
P[[BcPcTb^UcWTR^d]cahaTVPaS[Tbb^UcWTXaaTb_TRcXeT
aTVX^]P[[P]VdPVTb
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_PcW^UR^\X]Vc^_^fTaX]BcPcTb[XZTFTbc1T]VP[\^aT
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Harish Rawat and submitted a
memorandum suggesting a slew
of measures to tackle the menace.
I had even written to the then
Chairman of the National Green
Tribunal, who took suo motu
action and pulled up both the
Central and State Governments
for their lackadaisical approach to
this environmental catastrophe.
Sadly, fire continues to rage in
Uttarakhand forests every year,

Boris and those who want to stay
consider his actions to be those
of a despot.
But these are dangerous
times. We are pitting the institutions that make up our
Constitutional settlement against
each other with no real understanding of the consequences.
Moreover, the people versus
Parliament is not a banner
under which any Conservative
Government should be happy to
campaign; yet this is where the
Brexit debate has taken us. If the
Prime Minister has abused his
power then he is answerable to
the Commons, who can bring
him down, and then to the voters. His call for a general election
has been blocked by the
Opposition, aided by the FixedTerm Parliaments Act, which
removed the exercise of the
crown’s prerogative power to dissolve Parliament.
The case before the
Supreme Court is unique. The
justices are being asked to decide
between an executive acting to
uphold what it believes to be the
democratic will of the people
expressed through a referendum
and a Parliament seeking to frustrate it. If that is not a political
matter then nothing is. The
judges should steer well clear;
but I’m not sure that they will.
(Courtesy: Daily Telegraph)

SXUUXRd[cFW^RP]U^aVTccWTQPRZ[PbWcWPccWT2^]VaTbb
6^eTa]\T]cUPRTSX]cWT (%&T[TRcX^]bX]CP\X[=PSd
PUcTaWPeX]VcaXTSc^X\_^bT7X]SX^]Xcb^f]_T^_[TX]
(%$.CWT\^cWTac^]VdTXbP]T\^cX^]P[\PccTaP]S
]TXcWTaaWTc^aXR^UcWT?aX\T<X]XbcTa]^acWT^aVP]X
bPcX^]P[bZX[[b^UBWPWfX[[QTPQ[Tc^\PZTP\T]SbXU
cWThc^dRWcWPcaPf]TaeT
1XShdc:d\Pa2WPccTaYTT
5PaXSPQPS

which not only destroys the entire
ecosystem but is also a health hazard for human beings.
While central India remains
the largest fire-affected area,
southern States and the NorthEast, too account for the biggest
share of fire detections. There is
a need to protect and preserve
them for the sake of humanity.
VK Bahuguna
Via email

D_[U^]UQcebU
Sir — This refers to the editorial, “Missing woods for trees”
(September 20). The Union
Government’s decision to ban
electronic cigarettes is commendable. But it makes one wonder as
to why it did not put a ban on
other forms of tobacco products
like normal cigarettes and beedi.

The e-cigarette market in
India is not too large, neither is
it consumed by many. On the
other hand, conventional tobacco products are available in every
nook and corner of the country.
If indeed the Government was
concerned about public health, it
should have banned cigarettes
and beedis. The present ban is
only a token measure. It could
end up boosting the sales figures
of the country’s tobacco industry.
Rashmi
Via email

DXUfUbTYSdYc_ed
Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Missing woods for trees”
(September 20). India is not the
first country to ban the use of ecigarettes. Recently, Michigan
became the first state in the US to
ban flavoured e-cigarettes. The
very fact that vaping serves to
introduce youngsters to smoking
must propel the Government to go
all out to ensure that the ban is
implemented.
Shubham
Via email
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QGLD UHFHQWO\ KRVWHG WKH 8QLWHG 1DWLRQV &RQIHUHQFH $JDLQVW
'HVHUWLILFDWLRQ,URQLFDOO\OHVVWKDQNLORPHWUHVIURPWKHYHQXH
LQ*UHDWHU1RLGDDPDVVLYHLQWHUQDWLRQDODLUSRUWSURMHFWZLOOVHH
GHVHUWLILFDWLRQRIWKHIHUWLOHKRUQRIZHVWHUQ8WWDU3UDGHVK 83 7KH
SURMHFW PXVW EH DEDQGRQHG WR SURWHFW IDUPLQJ ODNHV DTXLIHUV
VZDPSVDQGWKHHFRORJ\RIWKHFULWLFDOQRUWKHUQSODLQV
7KHCFURUHSURMHFWMXVWNPIURP'HOKL·V,QGLUD*DQGKL
,QWHUQDWLRQDO$LUSRUW ,*,$ KDVHYRNHGVHYHUHSURWHVWE\IDUPHUV
DQGFRQVHTXHQWLQFUHDVHLQFRPSHQVDWLRQ7KHODQGDWWKHSURMHFW
VLWHLVSULPDULO\DJULFXOWXUDOLQQDWXUHZLWKRYHUELJWUHHV³
PDLQO\DUMXQ DQGEDERRO³DQGSOHQW\RIZHWODQGV6LQFHWRZQ
VKLSVDQGDFWLYLW\DUHDVDUHWRVSULQJXSDOODURXQGWKHDLUSRUWPDQ\
PRUHWKRXVDQGWUHHVZRXOGEHIHOOHG$ERXWNQRZQZDWHUERG
LHVPD\GLVDSSHDU
'HOKL1&5GRHVQRWQHHGDVHFRQGLQWHUQDWLRQDODLUSRUWVRFORVH
WRWKH,*,$,WLVDPDVVLYHHFRQRPLFZDVWHDWDWLPHZKHQ,QGLDLV
JUDSSOLQJZLWKDVORZGRZQ7KHUHDOHVWDWHDOODURXQGWKLVSURMHFW
LQDVTNPDUHDLVJDVSLQJDVKXQGUHGVRISURMHFWVUHPDLQLQFRP
SOHWH7KH<DPXQD([SUHVVZD\EXLOWWKURXJKWKHVWUHWFKLVLWVHOILQ
FULVLV,WVSURSRXQGHUWKH-D\SHH*URXSLVJRLQJWKURXJKSUREOHPV
DPLGKHDY\GHEWDQG1RQ3HUIRUPLQJ$VVHWV 13$V 7KH+LQGRQ
$LU)RUFHEDVHDLUSRUWWKDWKDVEHHQRSHQHGWRFLYLOLDQWUDIILFDVWRQH·V
WKURZIURP-HZDUKDUGO\ILQGVDQDLUOLQHWRKRVW$QRWKHUNP
WRWKHZHVWLVWKH$JUDDLUSRUWZLWKLQWHUQDWLRQDOIDFLOLWLHV6WLOOXQGHU
SUHVVXUHRIWKHUHDOHVWDWHOREE\DQGXQVFUXSXORXVSROLWLFDOSDUWLHV
WKHDFTXLVLWLRQRIODQGIRUWKHKHFWDUHSURMHFWKDVVWDUWHG%XW
DVODUJHUDUHDVFRPHXSIRUGHYHORSPHQWWKHUHLVKLJKULVNWRWKH
HFRORJ\LQDQDOPRVWNPVWUHWFK
,WLVQRWMXVWDURXQG1RLGDDQG*UHDWHU1RLGDHYHQ*XUXJUDP
LVVXEMHFWWRPDVVLYHHQYLURQPHQWDOGHJUDGDWLRQGXHWRSURMHFWVEHLQJ
SXVKHGE\DJUHHG\UHDOHVWDWHOREE\7KHERRPDURXQGDOOWKHVH
SODFHVKDVWUDQVIRUPHGWKRXVDQGVRIKHFWDUHVRIDUDEOHODQGLQWR
SORWVIRUKLJKULVHVDWOHDVWKDOIRIWKHPLQFRPSOHWHDQGOHDGLQJMXVW
QRWRQO\WRDQHQYLURQPHQWDOEXWDOVRDQHFRQRPLFGLVDVWHU:KDW
LVQRWGLVFXVVHGLVWKDWWKHPRUH\RXGHYHORSWKHODQGIRUUHDOHVWDWH
PRUHLWGHK\GUDWHVWKHFRXQWU\VDLG+1'L[LW6SHDNHURIWKH83
$VVHPEO\
2YHUWKH\HDUV'HOKLDQGLWVQHLJKERXUKRRGDUHJHWWLQJGHSULYHG
RIQDWXUDOZDWHUVRXUFHV7KHDUHDDURXQG-HZDULVQRZEHLQJVXE
MHFWHGWRVLPLODUGHJUDGDWLRQRIDTXDVRXUFHV7KHUHJLRQKDVDOVR
WKHKLJKHVWQXPEHURIEULFNNLOQVLQWKHPVHOYHVDQHFRORJLFDOKD]
DUGLQWHUPVRIKHDWGXVWDQGVPRNH&ORVHWRWKHUHJLRQLQ$OLJDUK
.DVJDQM$OLSXU%DUZDUDDQG.DVJDQM)DUUXNKDEDGDFXWHVKRUWDJH
RIZDWHUIRULUULJDWLRQLVEHLQJIDFHGDJDLQGXHWRWKHFRQVWUXFWLRQ
RIWKH*DQJD([SUHVVZD\DQGRWKHUKXPDQHQFURDFKPHQWRIDTXLIHUV
7KHDGPLQLVWUDWLRQLVWU\LQJWRUHYLYHROGULYHUFKDQQHOV1RERG\NQRZV
LILWZRXOGVXFFHHGRUQRWEXWLWKDVEHFRPHDPRQH\VSLQQHU
,QWHUHVWLQJO\ HQRXJK WKH 8QLWHG 3URJUHVVLYH $OOLDQFH 83$
*RYHUQPHQWZDVQRWLQIDYRXURIWKHDLUSRUWSURMHFWDQGKDGVRXQG
HGHFRORJLFDOFRQFHUQVZKLOHTXHVWLRQLQJWKHQHFHVVLW\RIKDYLQJ
DQDLUSRUWVRFORVHWRWKH,*,$$JUDDLUSRUWDQGWKH$OLJDUKDLUVWULS
7KHDLUSRUWSURMHFWJRHVDJDLQVWWKHPRYHWRUHMXYHQDWH
SRQGVLQ-HZDULWVHOI$ERXWRWKHUSRQGVDQGZDWHUERG\UHMX
YHQDWLRQHIIRUWVLQ1RLGD'DGUL*UHDWHU1RLGD'DQNDXUDQG%LVUDNK
PD\DOVRJHWDIIHFWHG
7KH*DXWDP%XGGKD1DJDU'LVWULFW0DJLVWUDWH%16LQJKKDV
VDLGWKDWSRQGVDQGRWKHUZDWHUERGLHVDUHEHLQJHQFURDFKHGDV
FRQVWUXFWLRQDFWLYLWLHVDUHLQFUHDVLQJ+HVD\VSRQGVLQPDQ\SODFHV
LQFOXGLQJ%LODVSXUDQG6XUDMSXUZHUHHQFURDFKHGE\WKHDGPLQLV
WUDWLRQIRUGXPSLQJJURZLQJZDVWH
'DGULRQWKHZD\WR-HZDUGHFODUHGVHPLFULWLFDOIRUZDWHUVFDUFL
W\EXLOWLWVPXQLFLSDOLW\RIILFHRQVTXDUHPHWUHRISRQGODQG
,QQHDUE\7XJDOSXUDFROOHJHZDVEXLOWRQDZDWHUERG\
$TXLIHUVLQ-HZDUKDYHDQRYHUH[SORLWDWLRQUDWHRISHU
FHQWDFFRUGLQJWRWKHJURXQGZDWHUGHSDUWPHQW$VWKHDUHDLVJHW
WLQJPRUHSRSXODWHGZLWKWKHLPSHQGLQJDLUSRUWPRUHSRQGVDQG
DTXLIHUVGHVSLWHHIIRUWVDWFRQVHUYDWLRQDUHEHFRPLQJYLFWLPVRI
GHYHORSPHQW7KLVLQFOXGHVFRQVWUXFWLRQRIWKHDLUSRUWLQGXVWULHV
ODUJH KRWHOV ZDUHKRXVHV URDGV DQG PDQ\ RWKHU IDFLOLWLHV
&RQVHTXHQWO\WKHFULWLFDOUHJLRQPD\GU\RXWFRPSOHWHO\$VYHKLF
XODUWUDIILFDQGLQGXVWULDODFWLYLWLHVVXUJHLWZRXOGLQFUHDVHDLUSRO
OXWLRQ%HLQJFORVHWR'HOKLWKHGHJUDGDWLRQRIDODUJHWUDFWRIODQG
ZLOOIXUWKHUKHDWXSWKHQDWLRQDOFDSLWDO
,WVLJQLILHVWKDWPDVVLYHILQDQFHVLQYROYHGDUHSRVLQJFKDOOHQJHV
WRWKHZRUOGOHDGHUVKLSZKLFKKDVWRFKRRVHEHWZHHQFRQVHUYLQJ
RUGHYDVWDWLQJWKHHQYLURQPHQW
7KH-HZDUDLUSRUWSURMHFWQHHGVUHFRQVLGHUDWLRQDQGUHVWRUD
WLRQRIODQGEDFNWRWKHIDUPHUVWRVDYHWKHEUHDGEDVNHW
7KHZULWHULVDVHQLRUMRXUQDOLVW
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istorians tell us that an explosion of creativity occurs the moment the world starts
complaining that there is nothing left to
invent, or that the search for solutions to complex
problems has come to an end. This explosion is
fate’s way of reminding us that there is always something just over the horizon of knowledge. Social
entrepreneurs are now using their talent to seek
better answers to tough social problems at a time
when the world has never needed them more. They
are responding to challenges with solutions that
leave business-as-usual in the dust. They want to
use the power of knowledge and the principles of
business to create a better world. Their primary
objective is to make a contribution, not money.
While top-down initiatives have traditionally
helped drive social change, social entrepreneurs
are increasingly trying to use market forces as an
effective way to bring about change.
The rise of soloists signals the ultimate atomisation of the modern world. It also demonstrates
that individual initiatives can be as powerful gamechangers as collective efforts. The power and reach
of individual creativity have grown in inverse proportion to the shrinking of the global village. The
failure of conventional strategies to alleviate the
problems that the marginalised face today has triggered the creative juices of the younger lot. It has
catapulted them to a cutting-edge vanguard position. This approach leaves no room for alibis and
is highly committed to delivering results. This new
generation of innovators, many from Ivy League
universities, IITs and IIMs, are former bankers, academics, technocrats, bureaucrats and consultants. They favour open-source solutions that share
intellectual property; whether computer code or
DNA sequences, so others can improve and build
on their creations.
This is now a global phenomenon. A number
of bright and committed individuals have given up
the best of salaries to serve development causes.
India’s villages are among the most promising destinations for them. Moving from villages to bigger cities is no longer the norm. Increasingly, a
growing number of people are moving back to their
roots or smaller cities. Whether it is disenchantment with city life or the availability of better opportunities in smaller areas, this trend of ‘reverse
migration’ is slowly catching on.
India spends more on programmes for the
poor than most developing countries, but is not
getting the expected dividends that significant public expenditure would seem to warrant, and the
needs of important population groups still remain
partly addressed. This has been haunting social scientists and policy-makers. A major flaw in our
development paradigm is that the focus is more
on physical resources and less on human resources.
Behind the gleaming images of icons of successful development revolutions is the untold saga of
sacrifice of the grassroots staff that holds the fort
as brave and heroic warriors. It is the latter’s incandescent honesty and unvarnished selfishness that
impart purity to the mission and translate state policies into real ground action.
The honour and recognition that society owes
to these brave, extraordinary individuals for their
crusade for a cause bigger than them cannot be
embodied in awards, promotions and citations.
Though our focus is most often on issues such as
chronic poverty, empowerment of women and the
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disenfranchised and a sustainable solution to economic instability, the lessons
of all successful policies and programmes
for achieving these objectives point to
something we should never forget: The
tenacious and committed officials and
their families whose sacrifices have
enabled and continue to make the world
a far better and just place.
The influx of talents out of big cities
to smaller centres is by no means an indication of aspiration deficit. Rather, it
means these people are looking at the
new port with a zeal that was earlier
meant only for urban pockets. They want
more fulfilling careers, ones that can
enthuse and satiate their cravings. We are
witnessing collaborative social entrepreneurship trying to bring about large-scale
systemic change, giving us tools to navigate an increasingly complex and uncertain world with confidence, converting
adversities into opportunities.
Social entrepreneurs are helping
create an “everyone a changemaker
world”, a world where each individual is
driven by the idea of bringing about positive change. They have shown us that we
inhabit a world where everyone must
become a changemaker by adopting the
path of teamwork, cognitive empathy and
collaborative leadership for creative
solution seeking.
We have the example of SEWA
(Society for Education Welfare and
Action) where highly talented women
have devoted their entire lifetime to
empowering poor women. It would be
outright vanity to dream of becoming
social heroes overnight. The real development story is an aggregate of initiatives
in thousands of clusters led by extraordinary people, few of them known and
the vast majority of them unknown. For
instance, SEWA Rural promotes worklife balance through multiple initiatives
that include time-off for parents to support their wards appearing for board
exams and special leave so that employees can attend camps for holistic living.

Working as a development worker on the
ground requires an understanding of the
local context. Development professionals working in complex social contexts
need to be empowered to adapt interventions meaningfully and meet the needs
of the people they serve. The development worker is an actor whose leadership is critical for sustainable change on
the ground. Their understanding of
ground realities and the actions they take
are critical to the change that happens on
the ground.
Development workers have their
own vision and imagination of social
change This imagination is anchored in
their values; and these ideas inform their
actions. When an intervention design is
handed to them, they interpret it from
their own world view, implement it in the
context they are surrounded by, and calibrate their actions based on their understanding of the ground situation.
Development workers constantly
engage with local realities and real
world situations. And yet we seldom ask
ourselves, “What is their vision of
change? What agency do they exercise?
What values inform their work? What
processes do they use? What kind of leadership do they embody? What relationships do they build? What capabilities do
they need to build to do better?”
An organisation must be able to create an environment that enables risk-taking, provides opportunities for capacity
enhancement and spaces for reflection
and learning for development workers.
It must recognise and respect that its people are the ones working to bring about
change on the ground.
We have to ensure that the development worker’s capacity and agency is
strengthened to enable context-specific
responses—it is a must for lasting and
equitable development. This is possible
only when the design of organisation systems and processes are anchored in values of dignity and respect for everyone
in the organisation and spaces are pro-

vided for learning and adaptation on the
ground. The vocabulary needs to change
— from development worker to development leader in letter and spirit.
We must introspect and understand the processes within whose constraints the lower bureaucracy works.
Senior bureaucrats are smart enough to
build up defences in their decisions and
may leave little paper trail to provide
clues to their motives. Junior officials are
not intelligent enough to understand the
implications of their decisions and inadequate understanding of the long-term
implications of their decisions also
imposes severe handicaps for them.
They are also under direct fire from the
people around them. The system gives
no protection to the sincere and honest
among them.
There is much innovation and even
heroism and sacrifice by staff of development agencies known only to project
beneficiaries and other staff, which is not
only left anonymous but also undocumented. We should really applaud and
honour ordinary men and women, who
have nobody to back them, yet are working doggedly to keep projects rolling. The
real development story is an aggregate of
initiatives in thousands of clusters led by
extraordinary people, few of them
known and the vast majority of them
unknown.
When we analyse successful development interventions, we find that a lot
of good programmes got their start when
one individual looked at a familiar landscape in a fresh way. These practical idealists demonstrated passion, intellect, and
gritty determination and were supported by heroic, skillful, and inspiring field
staff. Pairing experts with “on the
ground” teams and field workers has
yielded many good ideas about how to
address the problems of disadvantaged
populations.
(The writer is Member, NITI Aayog’s
National Committee on Financial Literacy
and Inclusion for Women)
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nalysts believe that India today
is in a better position to
realise the dream of its first
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, of
Asian resurgence and solidarity in the
Indo-Pacific region, as there has been
serious accretion to the country’s economic and military capabilities. In
the present perspective, the broader
policy-level challenge for India in the
Indo-Pacific region is to cope with
the uncertainty precipitated by the
Sino-US rivalry that is gradually
preparing a base for trade wars
between the two nations.
It was India who invented the
lexicon of diplomacy in the postcolonial age. Nehru promoted the
idea of non-alignment and turned it

into the focal point of India’s foreign
policy. Since then, the search for conflict resolution and world peace has
remained the central objective of
India’s foreign policy. Recently, at a
security conclave by Centre for Joint
Warfare Studies (CENJOWS), former
External Affairs Minister Salman
Khurshid recalled the historic
Bandung Conference 1955, where 29
Asian-African nations, including
China, signed the Panchsheel Pact,
that was incorporated into the Ten
Principles of International Peace
and Cooperation enunciated in the
declaration issued at the conference. The pact focussed on five
major principles of territorial integrity, non-aggression, non-interference, peaceful co-existence and
equality, which became a magnet for
Afro-Asian solidarity against white
supremacy.
Africa has also played a vital
political role in India’s neighbourhood-first policy. India supported
Africa’s anti-colonial struggle and
worked closely in the NonAlignment Movement (NAM) and
the G77. With the growing demand

for energy, Africa became a major
partner for India post-1991. New
Delhi has shown interest in the
region by sending troops for United
Nation peacekeeping missions. “But
there is still a lot to be done and we
can learn from history,” the former
Minister said referring to the
Bandung Conference.
Emphasising regional grouping,
Khurshid said that several countries
in the Indian Ocean Rim are willing
to stand with India. In such a scenario, the relevance of the Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical
and
Economic
Cooperation
(BIMSTEC),
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), G20 and other
regional associations is pivotal.
During the CENJOWS conclave
on ‘India and the new multilateral
order’, observers and analysts debated on policies in projecting Indian
influence in the neighbourhood and
beyond. In an overall assessment,
geo-political observers believe that
the Bandung Conference was a key
element in the evolution of Nehru’s
Non-Alignment Policy.

Regarding the security and economy of the region, India has always
played a major role, be it in Vietnam,
Indonesia or the African continent.
Even before its Independence, the
country was involved in the freedom
struggle of Indonesia against the
Dutch and supported that country on
July 30, 1947 by raising the issue at
the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC).
In January 1947, before India’s
Independence, the All-India Student
Federation had declared a day to be
Vietnam Day. There was a huge strike
in Kolkata, which was met with
police repression and firing. Two students died and one student,
Ranamitra Sen, was shot in the leg.
Minh, a Vietnam revolutionary
and politician, who later became the
President of the country, also participated in the Bandung Conference
and visited India in 1958. During that
sojourn, Minh met Ranamitra Sen
after learning that he was in the audience at one of his gatherings and
embraced him.
India’s participation in the freedom struggle of countries like

Vietnam and Indonesia was highly
recognised at different platforms in
early September when the world
marked Minh’s death anniversary.
Now, these countries can act as
a game-changer for India’s influence
in the region with the support of the
Vietnamese Navy and by utilising the
Sabang military base in Indonesia for
trade and military engagements.
The rise of China at the global
level resulted in changes in the
international order. India has traditionally been termed as China’s rival
and is one of the few nations in Asia
to refuse to participate in China’s Belt
and Road Initiative. Hence where
regional power equations are concerned, the Indian Ocean is of strategic importance to both, especially in
terms of trade.
Academicians and strategic
affairs experts at the conference
remarked that India’s policy is
focused on multi-alignment, keeping
the neighbourhood first and seeking
a common approach towards security, economic equity and eliminating terrorism to maintain peace in
the region. This is because India’s

experience in 1965 was bitter, when
India’s closet NAM friends showed
unconditional support to Pakistan by
supplying military weapons at the
height of war. Learning from history, India signed the Indo-Soviet
treaty in 1971 as non- alignment left
India lonely.
The more recent South-South
Cooperation (SSC) experienced
rapid growth as in 2016 alone, more
than 500 projects were kicked off
under the SSC framework with the
participation of 120 countries.
With the emergence of new geopolitical equations, ASEAN countries
can act as a game changer, particularly because a big power like the
USA has shown interest in the
region. A few weeks ago, Vietnam
participated in the first US-ASEAN
Maritime Exercise (AUMX), which
took place in the Gulf of Thailand
from September 2 to 6. Eight warships, four aircraft and all ten ASEAN
countries took part in AUMX that
started at the Sattahip Naval Base in
Thailand and ended in Singapore.
Interestingly, this naval exercise
came amid tensions between

Washington and Beijing, over the
South China Sea and trade.
Thailand, a close US ally, has a
formal relationship with India. In the
past, when Nehru convened an 18nation conference, on Indonesia,
Thailand refused to participate as it
never had to face colonial oppression
like India, Myanmar and the rest of
Southeast Asian countries.
As a strategic relevance, Indian
leaders were always firm and believed
in the idea of Asian nationalism and
disapproved the idea of a power vacuum keeping the Southeast Asia
Treaty Organisation (SEATO) and
Central Treaty Organization
(CENTO) in mind.
Meanwhile, the prevailing
atmosphere of anxiety and uncertainty in the Indo-Pacific region will dissipate under a stable and peaceful
strategic order. The real challenge for
both India and China, who are
together creating an Asian century,
is in the strategic context at a time
when they are facing serious bilateral as well as regional issues.
(The writer is Principal
Correspondent, The Pioneer)
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ailing the massive tax giveaways to corporates to the
tune of C1.45 lakh crore, industry captains said the decision
will not only boost the economy but will also make the
industry more competitive
globally.
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharam announced a number
of changes in the direct tax
regime, including a 10 percentage points cut in corporation taxes to an effective 25.17
percent, which is more or less
on par with the US and many
other developed economies.
“The steps to pump-prime
the economy will lead to a big
reset and revive the animal
spirits in corporate India. The
tax reduction will not only
lead to economic buoyancy
but will also make the industry
more competitive globally,”
Aditya Birla Group chairman
Kumar Mangalam Birla said.
He further said these measures only reaffirm the gov-
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oody’s Investors Service
on Friday said the govM
ernment’s move to cut corporate tax rate will boost net
income of Indian firms, and is
a credit positive move.
“The Government of
India’s decision to reduce base
corporation tax to 22 per cent
from 30 per cent will boost net
income of Indian corporates
and is credit positive,” said
Vikas Halan, senior vice president, corporate finance group,
Moody’s Investors Service.
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erming the massive Rs 1.45 A
lakh crore tax giveaways
T
announced by the government
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ernment’s willingness to move
beyond incrementalism and
act with conviction to pursue
economic reforms.
Tata Steel managing director TV Narendran welcoming
the move said, “I guess the
challenge for the government is
to find alternate revenue
streams to support the massive
infrastructure spends planned.”
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JSW Group chairman
Sajjan Jindal said, “the sharp tax
cuts and special tax rate for
fresh investments in manufacturing would not only revive
sentiment but also enhance
our competitiveness.”
SBI chairman Rajnish
Kumar opined such the move
will boost corporate bottomlines, bring down prices.
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industry on
Friday welcomed the govHealthcare
ernment’s decision to slash corporate tax, and said rationalisation of tax structure will provide much-awaited booster dose
to the sector. In a major fiscal
booster, the Government on
Friday slashed effective corporate tax to 25.17 per cent inclusive of all cess and surcharges for
domestic companies.
“Reduction in corporate
tax and other relief would create a favourable business climate for the companies which
were under tremendous pressure due to several internal and

external market forces,”
Nathealth President said.
The apex healthcare industry body believes that the corporate tax reduction move
would be supplemented by the
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
reforms as well.
Apollo
Hospitals
Chairman Prathap C Reddy
said: “We heartily welcome the
measures announced by the
hon’ble Finance Minister today.
Corporate India has for long
been advocating standardised
rates of corporate taxation, as
a tool to drive creation of
investible surplus and
enhanced dividend payouts to
drive purchasing power”.

earlier in the day on Friday, as
“historic”, Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari said the move will
boost
investor
and
entruprenuer confidence.
Expressing confidence that
the tax cuts will increase the confidence of investors, he said “the
decision is a historic one” and
this can be construed as growth
engine for the MSME sector.
“For achieving the dream
of becoming a USD 5-trillion
economy (by 2025), such a
decision is important,” he
added.

uto industry body SIAM
on Friday said the reduction in corporate tax rate and
other announcements made
by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman would help give
boost to local manufacturing in
the sector.
The government slashed
effective corporate tax to 25.17
per cent inclusive of all cess and
surcharges for domestic companies. Making the announcement, Sitharaman said the new
tax rate will be applicable from
the current fiscal which began
on April 1.
“The reduction of corporate tax to 15 per cent for new
companies making fresh

investments from October 1,
2019 will support investment
and also FDI in the auto sector.
This is expected to give a big
boost to Make in India for
automobile industry,” Society of
Indian
Automobile
Manufacturers
(SIAM)
President Rajan Wadhera said
in a statement.
Expansion of scope of CSR
(corporate social responsibility) expenditure to include
incubation centres and R&D
activities will also help with
expenditure in automobile sector, he added.
“All these set of fiscal measures are expected to uplift
market sentiments and
improve demand for automobiles,” Wadhera said.
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ealtors on Friday hailed the
Government’s decision to
cut corporate tax, saying the
move will have a ripple effect on
all sectors including real estate,
improve liquidity of cashstarved developers and boost
property demand especially in
the commercial segment.
Realtors’ apex body
CREDAI Chairman Jaxay Shah
said: “It’s a full house blockbuster Friday for India Inc.
Game changer announcements. Market sentiment will
change completely in all sectors
including real estate”.

“It is a due corrective step
by the Centre to uplift investor’s
sentiment and prompt investment back in drying up Indian
economy. The move is well
intended to revive growth traction of the economy,” said
Niranjan
Hiranandani,
President, NAREDCO.
CREDAI President Satish
Magar added: “The series of
announcements by FM are most
reassuring as they tell of the
Government being sensitive to
the economic needs of the people. We are most hopeful that the
special needs of housing would
soon get addressed to further
accelerate the investment cycle.”

?C8Q ?0=098

he all-powerful GST
Council on Friday more
T
than doubled the tax on caffeinated beverages to 40 per
cent and slashed the rate on
hotel room tariffs.
Briefing reporters after a

meeting of the panel, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said the GST on caffeinated
beverages has been hiked to 28
per cent plus additional cess of
12 per cent as against the current rate of 18 per cent.
For hotels, she announced
nil tax for those with tariffs of
up to C1,000 per night. Hotels
charging C1,001 to C7,500 per
night room tariff would be
levied with 12 per cent tax as
against the existing 18 per

cent. Similarly, the tax on room
tariff of above C7,500 has been
slashed to 18 per cent from the
existing 28 per cent.
Also, tax on outdoor catering has been reduced to 5 per
cent from existing 18 per cent
with input tax credit, she said.
The GST was also cut on
marine fuel to 5 per cent while
the same on railway wagons,
coaches, roling stock has been
increased from 5 per cent to 12
per cent.

Exemption from the GST
has been given to imports of
specified defence goods that are
not manufactured in India.
A uniform GST rate of 12
per cent will be levied on
woven non-woven polyethylene bags. The cess levied on top
of the maximum 28 per cent
tax rate on petrol vehicles with
capacity to carry 10-13 persons
has been reduced to 1 per cent
and the same for diesel vehicles
has been cut to 3 per cent.

R

eserve Bank governor
Shaktikanata Das expects
the growth to pick up from the
second quarter as the government spending has gained
momentum now.
In the first quarter, the
GDP grew at the slowest pace
in as many as 25 quarters at 5
percent-which is even lower
than that of Pakistan’s 5.4 percent.
Das addressing an India
Today event here said in the
first quarter the government
expenditure, which has a major
role in GDP numbers, was
very low due to the elections,
pulling down the growth numbers to some extent.
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uto components industry
body ACMA on Friday
A
said the cut in corporate tax
rate and other policy measures announced by the government would give a big
impetus to domestic manufacturing and help attract investments in the private sector.
The auto component
industry body, whose members
account for around 2.3 per cent
of country’s GDP, said the policy measures announced at the
onset of the festive season were
expected to infuse positive
sentiments in the market.
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“From the second quarter
government expenditure has
been picked up. So second
quarter numbers will be hopefully better than the first quarter,” Das said.
He said for the first quarter, the RBI analysis showed
growth to be at 5.8 percent and
all the sur veys it did
also projected growth to be in
the range of 5.5-5.8 per cent
but the final print was much
lower.
“When it came in at 5 percent it was a surprise. That is
perhaps due to conflicting signals in the economy. One
month the PMI goes up, the
next month it goes down. The
IIP numbers have also been
going up and down.
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ommerce Minister
Piyush Goyal on Friday
said he “hopes” the tax
relief measures announced by
the government for the corporates will give the necessary fillip to growth that has been
sputtering for long.
The measures also get our
tax rates comparable to those in
the US and in South Asian
economies, if one were to
include the exemptions thrown
in, Goyal said, adding these will
help push investments up.
With an eye to push
growth, which has slipped to a
six-year low in the June quar-

ter— which is even below that
of Pakistan’s 5.4 percent —
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman earlier in the day
announced a raft of changes in
direct taxes, including a 10 percentage points cut in corporation taxes to 25.17.
The measures, which come
a day after Reserve Bank
Governor Shaktikanta Das had
warned against any fiscal measures to spur growth saying the
government has little fiscal
space to do so, will entail a revenue sacrifice of C1.45 lakh
crore to the exchequer this year.
“Some excellent announcements have just been made
which will I hope give the necessary fillip to growth that we
have all been waiting for,”
Goyal said, speaking at an
event organised by the Indo
American Chamber of
Commerce.
If one were to include the
exemptions, the tax rate now is
competitive and comparable to
those in the US and elsewhere
in South Asia, he said, pointing
out that the US taxes corporate
at 21-22 percent.
Goyal said using the
exemptions, our tax rates are as
low as 15 percent as well, and
added this will help push
investment that has been lagging historical averages in the
past five years.

1,)7<
SCRIP
OPEN
NIFTY 50
10746.80
EICHERMOT 15875.90
HEROMOTOCO2535.00
INDUSINDBK 1289.00
BAJFINANCE 3385.30
MARUTI
6015.00
SBIN
274.50
ULTRACEMCO 3860.00
BRITANNIA 2633.00
TITAN
1160.00
M&M
524.45
HDFCBANK 1108.00
HINDUNILVR 1823.00
LT
1305.00
IBULHSGFIN 402.00
ASIANPAINT 1559.00
VEDL
147.60
ICICIBANK
389.00
TATASTEEL
347.90
BAJAJFINSV 7230.00
TATAMOTORS 125.00
GRASIM
699.00
ONGC
124.40
BAJAJ-AUTO 2730.00
JSWSTEEL
220.65
BPCL
377.55
RELIANCE
1187.95
AXISBANK
641.05
KOTAKBANK 1455.00
ADANIPORTS 362.45
IOC
125.95
BHARTIARTL 339.70
DRREDDY
2738.00
HDFC
1983.90
INFRATEL
250.45
YESBANK
53.70
COALINDIA
193.70
HINDALCO
196.05
CIPLA
454.20
WIPRO
241.90
GAIL
132.50
SUNPHARMA 413.90
UPL
564.70
ITC
237.00
HCLTECH
1052.00
TECHM
701.30
NTPC
121.05
TCS
2104.90
INFY
822.90
POWERGRID 200.20
ZEEL
308.00

HIgh
LOW
LTP CHANGE
11381.90 10691.00 11274.20 569.40
19488.00 15760.00 17860.00 2107.50
3016.55 2532.85 2844.65 312.40
1454.40 1271.50 1422.50 140.25
3750.00 3282.65 3718.00 355.95
6949.80 5982.45 6601.00 629.25
307.65 268.40
301.75
27.70
4323.95 3852.65 4250.00 383.70
2883.00 2602.55 2876.65 254.85
1334.40 1153.00 1260.00 106.80
574.00 518.65
567.00
47.70
1209.90 1105.40 1202.00 100.95
1992.00 1810.25 1973.35 160.60
1416.45 1289.10 1412.15 111.45
434.00 395.35
428.00
33.25
1725.25 1542.10 1684.40 130.50
161.40 145.50
158.10
11.95
424.00 386.65
415.75
29.15
381.00 344.10
370.55
25.90
7800.00 7102.00 7720.00 531.35
137.75 122.60
133.15
8.95
765.00 697.15
750.00
50.10
134.95 121.60
133.05
8.75
3020.10 2725.00 2928.90 190.05
240.20 218.25
234.50
14.95
455.80 372.45
404.50
24.65
1269.90 1174.30 1254.35
75.30
689.45 622.65
677.00
38.80
1598.90 1450.50 1540.70
88.10
384.80 361.00
381.50
19.60
136.55 123.50
132.95
6.75
365.10 335.05
353.15
15.55
2862.00 2711.05 2840.05 107.50
2065.00 1960.00 2050.65
76.05
263.25 249.10
258.80
9.40
59.90
52.70
56.10
2.00
202.40 188.85
200.30
6.85
208.20 194.75
202.00
6.05
465.00 445.50
463.00
10.95
248.70 240.50
246.15
4.65
136.95 130.80
134.55
1.50
420.80 408.00
414.20
3.05
585.00 555.05
564.00
1.95
248.50 234.30
237.30
0.60
1063.55 1037.30 1050.00
0.45
716.20 696.05
700.00
-3.35
125.40 118.50
119.85
-1.85
2129.40 2057.00 2069.00 -32.95
835.00 802.00
807.30 -13.40
208.90 195.40
195.75
-5.40
316.45 273.05
300.00
-8.85

1,)7<1(;7
SCRIP
NIFTY NEXT 50
ASHOKLEY
PAGEIND
HAVELLS
MRF
AMBUJACEM
SRTRANSFIN
BANDHANBNK
ACC
HINDPETRO
PGHH
PIDILITIND
SAIL
L&TFH
OFSS
CONCOR
DMART
MOTHERSUMI
HDFCAMC
SHREECEM
DLF
SIEMENS
IDEA
PETRONET
HDFCLIFE
BANKBARODA
ABB
COLPAL
BHEL
ICICIGI
PEL
GODREJCP
BOSCHLTD
UBL
MCDOWELL-N
BAJAJHLDNG
NMDC
DIVISLAB
HINDZINC
CADILAHC
NIACL
LUPIN
GICRE
INDIGO
AUROPHARMA
SBILIFE
ICICIPRULI
BIOCON
MARICO
NHPC
DABUR

OPEN
26026.45
58.75
19599.60
648.00
58380.00
192.20
1044.10
446.70
1486.95
250.05
10525.00
1300.00
32.05
91.70
2930.00
521.15
1633.00
104.95
2630.00
17975.00
155.05
1241.10
5.50
256.45
536.00
94.70
1328.60
1329.95
47.55
1175.80
1777.50
659.65
13480.00
1233.10
598.75
3174.95
84.40
1596.00
211.00
238.00
105.10
747.70
188.75
1698.20
609.00
804.00
430.20
228.00
381.85
23.65
458.50

HIgh
27476.35
70.15
22998.80
737.40
65850.00
217.35
1162.85
525.00
1643.90
285.90
11483.25
1422.00
34.90
100.45
3200.00
565.80
1770.00
118.50
2832.00
20490.00
173.65
1335.00
5.95
272.00
567.00
102.75
1535.25
1406.25
51.30
1249.70
1891.00
690.00
14399.00
1290.00
630.45
3350.00
87.95
1660.50
220.85
249.55
109.95
758.85
194.00
1777.00
625.15
825.50
441.75
232.90
391.00
23.85
469.20

LOW
25812.05
57.70
19390.05
638.60
58069.15
191.25
1014.10
444.45
1480.60
247.25
10401.10
1288.00
31.40
90.05
2904.00
515.25
1620.00
103.40
2577.10
17717.10
152.90
1229.10
5.30
249.20
536.00
90.75
1316.95
1316.55
46.60
1141.05
1760.00
655.20
13390.45
1218.25
596.25
3111.00
80.00
1575.10
201.30
234.65
101.95
734.15
180.10
1670.40
597.25
800.35
425.30
223.50
377.30
22.85
441.10

LTP CHANGE
27406.85 1484.75
69.70
11.30
22730.00 3153.70
733.40
88.35
64900.00 6830.85
214.00
22.20
1148.00
112.25
492.00
48.05
1636.45
157.45
276.70
25.70
11475.00 1008.25
1418.00
123.45
34.65
2.80
98.70
7.95
3199.00
257.20
564.10
44.85
1758.35
139.00
113.00
8.80
2822.00
214.40
19350.00 1422.90
167.70
12.30
1329.80
95.60
5.85
0.40
270.10
15.15
564.10
31.65
100.10
5.50
1400.00
74.55
1402.00
73.95
49.95
2.55
1232.00
58.95
1847.05
82.90
686.00
30.40
14085.00
607.00
1280.00
52.00
624.90
24.60
3269.70
116.40
86.95
3.05
1633.00
50.60
216.50
6.40
244.50
6.45
107.05
2.25
757.00
15.75
190.00
3.85
1725.35
31.40
617.10
10.90
813.55
11.70
435.20
4.80
227.75
0.45
379.20
-0.80
23.55
-0.05
446.15
-12.40

%6(

Script
ASTRAL
HDFC
SBILIFE
MARUTI
ZEEL
HDFCBANK
YESBANK
RELIANCE
BAJFINANCE
SBIN
ICICIBANK
LT
INDUSINDBK
COALINDIA
IBULHSGFIN
RBLBANK
AXISBANK
TATAMOTORS
HINDUNILVR
TATASTEEL
HEROMOTOCO
KOTAKBANK
ASHOKLEY
TCS
BPCL
JINDALSTEL
TITAN
BANKBARODA
ITC
ULTRACEMCO
ESCORTS
BAJAJFINSV
BATAINDIA
EICHERMOT
DLF
GRASIM
HINDPETRO
M&M
VEDL
ASIANPAINT
INFY
BEL
HDFCLIFE
TATAGLOBAL
DMART
BAJAJ-AUTO
SPICEJET
JSWSTEEL
ADANIENT
IOC
PFC
DHFL
PGHH
PNB
JUBLFOOD
EQUITAS
ONGC
PEL
SUNTV
L&TFH
LICHSGFIN
HAVELLS
SUNPHARMA
NCC
FEDERALBNK
BRITANNIA
TVSMOTOR
CANBK
BHARTIARTL
JUSTDIAL
INDIGO
TATAPOWER
SAIL
RECLTD
VOLTAS
HDFCAMC
COLPAL
GRAPHITE
HEG
MOTHERSUMI
NESTLEIND
BHARATFORG
NTPC
BBTC
ACC
PAGEIND
IBVENTURES
BANKINDIA
WIPRO
SRF
MCX
RELINFRA
SRTRANSFIN
HINDALCO
UNIONBANK
MGL
BHEL
ADANIPOWER
IDEA
NBCC
UPL
APOLLOHOSP
ADANIPORTS
RELCAPITAL
POWERGRID
M&MFIN
EDELWEISS
DRREDDY

Open
1159.45
1982.00
803.75
6001.00
309.20
1108.00
54.00
1186.60
3376.00
274.05
388.30
1309.70
1282.20
192.55
401.05
332.25
642.80
125.00
1819.95
345.55
2532.45
1450.25
58.55
2102.50
377.80
101.00
1161.00
94.75
237.00
3864.25
514.30
7201.00
1529.00
15820.00
156.45
700.10
248.95
524.15
146.35
1554.40
822.35
105.50
535.70
253.50
1629.00
2733.60
125.50
220.90
143.00
126.15
99.60
49.00
10525.00
62.30
1245.05
94.75
125.00
1788.00
417.30
91.90
381.00
649.00
414.00
51.85
84.00
2638.05
370.00
190.80
339.35
697.00
1705.00
65.10
32.10
125.75
625.00
2615.00
1335.00
335.00
1225.00
105.10
12693.90
398.00
121.00
1100.00
1476.40
19575.00
161.85
63.70
241.85
2700.00
912.40
36.50
1040.00
196.15
55.50
832.50
47.75
62.10
5.52
34.00
567.45
1419.70
362.00
32.40
199.20
324.40
106.20
2731.75

He said the C1.45-lakhcrore gains will go directly
into the purses of businesses
and individuals, and the same
could be used for investments,
which in turn would spur the
sputtering growth engine.
It can be noted that private
capex is among the lowest at
present, and the government
has also included a move to tax
new investments in manufacturing at 15 percent.
After the announcement,
the corporate tax rate will be
25.17 percent including surcharges, while the minimum
alternative tax will go down by
3.5 percent to 15.
Goyal named large tax
payers like Wipro, Infosys and
Coal India, which do not seek
any exemptions, as significant
beneficiaries of the tax relief
measures.
Amid many corporates
eyeing the education sector
through initiatives such as
Mukesh Ambani’s Jio Institute,
Goyal said the measure to
recognise aid to publicly funded universities will attract corporate to the education sector.
He said the government
wanted public private partnerships in innovation, which
would be possible now with
spends on research and development being recognised as
CSR.
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3PbfT[R^\Tb he Government on Friday
that it will not
Tasserted
the country's data soverR^a_^aPcTcPg allow
eignty to be compromised and
it clear that sensitive
and super-sensitive data must
RdcbbPhbXcbP made
reside in India.
Mincing no words,
Q^[S\^eT
Minister for IT and Electronics
Mumbai (PTI): Reserve
Bank Governor Shaktikanta
Das on Friday said the reduction in corporate tax was a bold
measure which would be highly positive for the economy.
In a major fiscal booster,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday morning
slashed effective corporate tax
to 25.17 percent inclusive of all
cess and surcharges for domestic companies cheering everyone and sending the market to
decadal single-day rally.
These are definitely bold
and welcome measures. It will
augur extremely well and will
be highly positive for our economy, Das said at an event.
The RBI Governor said
one of the major drawbacks
that we had was high corporate
tax rates and todays drastic cut
in the same will take the country closer to the rates that prevail in emerging economies
such as Thailand, and the
Philippines.
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Ravi Shankar Prasad said there
must be a fine balance between
data availability, utility, innovation and data privacy.
"...I would never like data
sovereignty of India to be compromised for Indians. The
super sensitive data, the sensitive data must remain in India,"
Prasad said speaking at a conference on 'emergence and
impact of Artificial Intelligence
and Internet of Things' hosted
by Jaipuria School of Business.
Citing an example of harnessing data for public good,
the Minister said data in the
field of healthcare could usher
new breakthroughs and innovations, solutions and medicines.
The minister's comments
come in the backdrop of burning debate on data, as also storage restrictions being mulled
for personal data. While some
have dubbing data as the 'new
oil' propagating protection of
Indian users' data on the
Internet and social media plat-
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forms, a senior Facebook executive last week had countered
the viewpoint arguing that data
is not the new oil, and countries
like India should, in fact, allow
its free flow across borders
instead of attempting to hoard
it as a finite commodity within national boundaries.
Facebook Vice President
(Global
Affairs
and
Communications) Nick Clegg
said data sharing is crucial for
national security as India right
now finds itself "locked out" of
major global data-sharing initiatives aimed to clamp down
on serious crime and terrorism.
Meanwhile, Prasad said
that while the country has
made its mark globally in IT
services, Digital India is looking to transforming lives of
Indians. He added that India
has also set its sights on manufacturing in a big way and
poised to attract investments in
areas like medical electronics.
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rime Minister Narendra
entral trade union All India
Modi is likely to inaugurate CTrade Union Congress on
P
the second edition of `Global Friday announced its support
Patidar Business Summit' to be
held in Gandhinagar in the first
week of January.
Around 22,000 businessmen from across the world are
expected to attend the threeday meet beginning from
January 3, the organisers said
on Friday. The `Global Patidar
Business Summit' will be held
at helipad ground near
Mahatma
Mandir
in
Gandhinagar, said Gagjibhai
Sutariya, president of
Sardardham, a Patel community outfit.
Sardardham is organising
the biennial summit earlier
held at Mahatma Mandir in
2018. Besides attending the
summit, Modi is also expected
to inaugurate 'Sardardham
Institute', a multi-storey complex coming up on the outskirts
of Ahmedabad city, Sutariya
told reporters here.
"This second edition of
the summit will see participation of around 22,000 businessmen from across the world.
"We expect that over 7
lakh visitors would visit the
summit as well as the exhibition. We have invited PM Modi
to inaugurate the mega event
on January 3.
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18.10
205.60
109.85
232.55
5590.90
440.60
206.60
118.20
443.55
21.05
313.50
27.20
165.75
29.85
266.75
158.80
550.00
192.40
329.25
1046.00
57.70
640.15
328.30
158.25
152.10
429.40
29.05
65.20
6000.10
100.65
985.00
5665.00
1.97

314.50
110.95
1241.00
314.00
300.70
160.25
201.75
489.00
107.60
6988.00
329.00
225.50
221.15
496.00
33.85
81.55
525.00
18.45
227.80
118.50
237.45
6170.00
482.90
218.00
120.50
460.55
23.15
323.30
29.00
171.05
30.75
275.25
164.20
563.10
192.40
337.10
1078.90
60.50
643.30
333.65
178.10
153.00
449.00
30.00
66.35
6119.95
114.10
1084.85
5907.50
2.00
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HUDCO
CARERATING
JSWENERGY
PRSMJOHNSN
BAJAJCON
BLISSGVS
ALKEM
SYMPHONY
NAVINFLUOR
NILKAMAL
AKZOINDIA
NLCINDIA
HAL
VMART
CENTURYPLY
SONATSOFTW
MAHINDCIE
CHOLAHLDNG
RELAXO
PERSISTENT
ZYDUSWELL
LEMONTREE
JSL
MAHSEAMLES
MAHLOG
CARBORUNIV
LAXMIMACH
JISLJALEQS
SJVN
ITDCEM
CRISIL
COROMANDEL
GICRE
LUXIND
DEEPAKFERT
TATAINVEST
GHCL
MAHSCOOTER
JMFINANCIL
BLUEDART

51.05
35.40
528.00
64.05
80.15
250.25
110.50
1867.55
1222.40
725.05
1069.50
1710.00
56.80
750.00
1950.00
135.00
310.85
148.00
428.00
472.25
591.00
1660.00
53.95
33.95
399.10
335.00
289.80
3600.00
21.35
25.15
61.75
1294.80
392.05
185.60
1169.00
89.25
780.00
202.25
3958.15
70.40
2190.00

52.25
37.80
550.05
66.80
85.00
264.00
110.50
1965.00
1328.00
751.00
1119.15
1800.00
60.90
774.00
2149.00
143.90
318.50
165.60
460.00
493.25
613.90
1688.00
54.60
36.00
417.55
350.00
313.30
3840.00
22.55
26.40
63.80
1314.50
426.40
194.00
1299.00
94.20
805.55
212.00
4240.00
75.80
2331.90

49.30
35.00
528.00
63.80
76.80
249.85
101.10
1866.15
1182.00
722.10
1050.00
1709.00
56.80
745.40
1944.30
132.25
309.90
147.30
425.50
470.45
585.10
1615.75
53.00
32.45
368.40
333.85
289.80
3592.00
21.20
25.15
61.30
1280.00
390.00
183.60
1162.35
86.40
774.70
199.15
3958.15
70.30
2150.10

52.05
36.90
538.05
65.30
81.70
258.50
104.40
1947.40
1320.00
733.15
1081.55
1800.00
59.75
752.05
2074.30
136.00
315.85
164.15
447.05
493.05
603.60
1652.35
53.80
33.50
405.45
339.55
309.95
3782.20
22.00
26.30
61.85
1292.00
417.60
190.15
1216.00
92.00
800.30
211.50
4157.30
74.25
2324.95

JKLAKSHMI
ASTRAZEN
TAKE
KRBL
MINDACORP
JYOTHYLAB
TNPL
ECLERX
MAHABANK
NATCOPHARM
NESCO
AAVAS
GULFOILLUB
CYIENT
SCHNEIDER
ALLCARGO
TIMETECHNO
ADVENZYMES
FINEORG
BIRLACORPN
FINCABLES
APLLTD
BASF
REPCOHOME
JETAIRWAYS
MAHLIFE
PNCINFRA
UCOBANK
TEJASNET
TVTODAY
MASFIN
NETWORK18
GMDCLTD
SREINFRA
SYNGENE
THOMASCOOK
JCHAC
HIMATSEIDE
SHK
AEGISLOG
IFCI
CERA
CENTRALBK
KPRMILL
HATHWAY
SOMANYCERA
VBL
ORIENTCEM
ANDHRABANK
MAGMA
NIACL
BDL
GPPL
RCOM
DCAL
SIS
TRITURBINE
IFBIND
SADBHAV
GDL
CAPPL
SFL
PHOENIXLTD
MHRIL
SHILPAMED
SUPRAJIT
ERIS
SCHAEFFLER
TVSSRICHAK
LINDEINDIA
FDC
CENTRUM
IOB
LAURUSLABS
KNRCON
HERITGFOOD
JBCHEPHARM
GEPIL
NH
CORPBANK
VTL
SHOPERSTOP
EVEREADY
TCNSBRANDS
ASTERDM
GET&D
JAGRAN
TEAMLEASE
UNITEDBNK
NBVENTURES
AIAENG
GALAXYSURF
ASAHIINDIA
APARINDS
ESSELPRO
DHANUKA
STARCEMENT
CCL
GRINDWELL
RATNAMANI
HATSUN
ZENSARTECH
LAOPALA
MAXINDIA
SHRIRAMCIT
GAYAPROJ
INOXWIND
ELGIEQUIP
JSWHL

to the two-day strike called by
bank officers' unions next week
to oppose the merger of public sector banks.
Bank officers' unions have
given a strike call on September
26 and 27.
"The government's move
(to merger banks) is actually
meant to create space for private banking, which the
AITUC is strongly opposed to.
Therefore the AITUC backs the
strike call and prepares for a
national convention of the
workers to move into action to
oppose all such anti-people
and pro-corporate policies,"
an AITUC statement said.
Since August 30, 2019,
when the government
announced its plan to merge 10
banks into four (third time),
there have been strong protests
from common people, including bank officers and employees, the statement said.
Because the Government is
adamant, the officers have
decided to take their protest to
a higher level: a two day strike
on September 26 and 27 and
indefinite strike from the middle of November if the government persists with their
plan.
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11.91
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77.50
98.05
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1530.30
564.00
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518.40
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35.00
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14.60
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24.45
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180.00
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17.25
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46.95
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59.90
1360.00
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259.90
2800.00

287.40
2013.35
111.85
219.45
87.30
156.25
188.00
478.30
11.91
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resident Donald Trump on
Friday announced new
sanctions on Iran’s central bank,
calling the measures the toughest ever imposed on another
country by the United States.
“We have just sanctioned
the Iranian national bank,”
Trump told reporters in the

Oval Office.
“These are the highest
sanctions ever imposed on a
country,” he said.
The Trump administration has vowed a response
after US officials blamed Iran
for weekend blasts on Saudi
Arabia’s oil infrastructure,
which caused a sharp hike in
global crude prices.

The United States already
maintains sweeping sanctions
on Iran, including on its central
bank, with anyone who deals
with it subject to prosecution.
Elaborating on Trump’s
remarks, the Treasur y
Department said it was authorising sanctions on the central
bank not only over Iran’s
alleged nuclear work but for

“terrorism.”
Such a designation may be
more difficult to lift, even if
Trump loses next year’s election
to a Democrat who wants to ease
sanctions as part of a future deal.
“Iran’s brazen attack against
Saudi Arabia is unacceptable,”
Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin said in a statement.
“Treasury’s action targets a

crucial funding mechanism
that the Iranian regime uses to
support its terrorist network,
including the Qods Force,
Hezbollah and other militants
that spread terror and destabilize the region,” he said.
The Qods Force conducts
international operations for
Iran’s elite Revolutionary
Guards, who are in charge of

protecting the clerical regime.
Hezbollah, the Shiite militant group and political party
in Lebanon, is among Iran’s
closest regional partners.
The Treasury Department
said that the Iranian central
bank has provided “billions of
dollars” to the two units, which
were both previously designated as terrorists by

Washington.
The US also imposed sanctions on Iran’s sovereign wealth
fund, whose board of trustees
include President Hassan
Rouhani, as well as Etemad
Tejarate Pars, a company that
the Treasury Department said
had sent money internationally on behalf of Iran’s Defence
Ministry.

F<T]RZ^dµ^`^V_ef^¶Z_3cViZeeR]\d 7RS1.RUHDQHJRWLDWRU
SUDLVHV7UXPS¶VµQHZ
B
PHWKRG¶VXJJHVWLRQ
05?Q 1ADBB4;B

rexit talks are progressing
with “momentum”, the
British Minister in charge of the
divorce said on Friday after
meeting his EU counterpart,
despite warnings that a deal
was still some way off.
After talks in Brussels with
EU chief negotiator Michel
Barnier, Brexit Minister
Stephen Barclay said there was
a “shared sense of purpose” to
reach agreement and avoid
Britain crashing out of the bloc
without a divorce agreement.
Britain is racing toward its

F<cVSfWWd6FTR]]
W`c3cViZed`]feZ`_
SjV_U`W^`_eY
Helsinki: The European
Union’s Finnish presidency
demanded on Thursday that
Britain deliver a written new
Brexit proposal by the end of
September or face a messy “nodeal” divorce — an ultimatum
immediately rejected by
London. Britain is racing
toward its October 31 departure
without an exit agreement and
facing the threat of border disruptions that the Government
admits could cause food shortages and spark civil unrest.
The sides have been irreconcilably split over ways to
avoid a hard border between EU
member Ireland and the UK’s
Northern Ireland in any Brexit
scenario. An agreement that
includes the so-called “backstop”, which would temporarily keep Britain in the bloc’s customs union, has been repeatedly
rejected by the UK parliament.
Boris Johnson has vowed to
come up with a new solution —
and not to sign any in which the
backstop remains.
AFP

October 31 departure without
an exit agreement and faces the
threat of economic disruption
that the government admits
could cause food shortages
and spark civil unrest.
Barclay and Barnier discussed three papers submitted
by London with ideas on
replacing the so-called “Irish
backstop” provisions in the
Brexit deal struck last year but
rejected by British lawmakers.
“There is significant work
still to do but there are serious
discussions that are taking place,”
Barclay said after the talks. “We
are moving forward with
momentum, talks will continue
next week between the technical
teams.” But the European
Commission, which leads Brexit

talks for the remaining 27 member states, gave a more sober
assessment, stressing that the
British papers amounted to no
more than “a first set of concepts,
principles and ideas”.
British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson insists the backstop, which could temporarily
keep Britain in the bloc’s customs union to avoid a hard border in Ireland, is undemocratic and unacceptable to London.
But Britain has so far not come
up with an alternative that satisfies Brussels or Dublin, and
after Friday’s talks the commission once again called on
London to come up with substantial proposals — suggesting
the papers submitted fall short
of what is required.

CSX__\SXY\TbU^
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Paris: Crowds of children
skipped school on Friday to
join a global strike against climate change, heeding the rallying cry of teen activist Greta
Thunberg and demanding
adults act to stop environmental disaster.
It was expected to be the
biggest protest ever against the
threat posed to the planet by
climate change.
Yelling slogans and waving
placards, children and adults
across Asia and the Pacific kicked
off the protest, which spread later
to Africa and Europe with
crowds filling the streets in Paris,
London and Berlin.
“We are the future,” said
Vihaan Agarwal, 15, protesting
in Delhi. “We believe there is no

point in going to school if we are
not going to have a future to live
in.” Organisers forecast one
million participants overall.
In Australia alone, they
said more than 300,000 children, parents and supporters
rallied.
Ghana’s capital Accra,
where some 44 per cent of the
country’s population has not
heard of climate change,
according to a study by
Afrobarometer.
Hundreds of others also
took to the streets in Kenya and
Uganda. The demonstrations
were due to culminate in New
York, where 1.1 million students in around 1,800 public
schools have been permitted to
skip school.
Events began in the deluge-threatened Pacific Islands
of Vanuatu, the Solomons and
Kiribati, where children chanted: “We are not sinking, we are
fighting.” The defiance message
was heard across Asia.
Numerous peer-reviewed
scientific studies have shown a
link between human-made gas
emissions and climate change.
But the protests also laid bare
resistance from those who
question the threat.
Amazon chief Jeff Bezos on
Thursday pledged to make the
US technology and retail giant
carbon neutral by 2040 and
encourage other firms to do
likewise.
AFP
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orth Korea’s chief negotiator in talks with the United
States welcomed Donald
Trump’s suggestion of trying a
“new method” in negotiations,
and hailed the exit of his hawkish national security adviser.
The US President had fired
John Bolton last week, revealing deep divisions between the
two on major foreign policy
issues including nuclear talks
with Pyongyang.
Trump on Thursday said
he would consider trying a
“new method” in talks with
Pyongyang, which have been
deadlocked since the collapse
of his second summit with
Kim Jong Un collapsed in
February.
Kim
Myong
Gil,
Pyongyang’s top delegate for
working-level negotiations with
Washington, said the comment underscored a “political
perception and disposition
peculiar to President Trump”,

calling it a “wise political decision” in a statement carried by
the official Korean Central
News Agency.
“At the moment I am not
quite sure what he implied in
his suggestion of ‘new method’,”
he added. “It seems he wanted
to imply that a step-by-step
solution starting with the
things feasible first while building trust in each other would
be the best option.”
Trump had criticised
Bolton’s suggestion of the
“Libyan model” for North
Korea, a reference to a denuclearisation deal with the
African nation’s former dictator Moamer Kadhafi — who
was killed after being deposed
in 2011.
Pyongyang had bristled at
that comment, which Trump
said had “set us very back very
badly”. Kim Myong Gil
described Bolton as “a nasty
trouble-maker who used to
face everything out of his
anachronistic way of thinking”.

:dcRV]g`eVUVRU]`T\
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Jerusalem: Israeli vote results
on Friday confirmed a deadlock in the country’s general
election and put Prime
Minister
Benjamin
Netanyahu’s Likud party as the
second-largest, leaving him
with a tough battle to extend
his long tenure in office.
The near-complete official
results from Tuesday’s election
gave ex-military chief Benny
Gantz’s centrist Blue and
White alliance the most seats,
with 33 out of parliament’s
120. Netanyahu’s right-wing
Likud won 31 seats, but neither had an obvious path to a
majority coalition. In a stark
admission on Thursday,
Netanyahu acknowledged he

was unable to form a rightwing coalition as he hoped and
called on Gantz to join him in
a unity Government instead.
Gantz responded by saying he would have to be prime
minister in a unity government since Blue and White
was the largest party.
The standoff has even
raised the possibility of yet
another election — which
would be the third to be held
in a year following April polls
that also ended inconclusively. Israeli President Reuven
Rivlin plans to begin consultations with all parties voted
into parliament on Sunday to
decide who to choose to try to
form a Government. AFP
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hile a former Miss India is riding high on the success of her
recent show Made in Heaven,
the moniker of the other is a ‘kissing star,’
who has traversed a long distance to
break out of that image. No prizes for
guessing the names of Sobhita Dhulipala
and Emraan Hashmi. The two have come
together as co-actors for a web series Bard
of Blood, adapted from the eponymous
book by Bilal Siddiqi, where the former
is a courageous analyst and the latter is
an ex-communicated RAW agent. They
take up a covert mission in Balochistan
when four Indian spies are captured by
the Taliban.
Both the actors are breaking new
grounds in their career with this one and
they seem to have enjoyed every bit of it.
Sobhita had no references while preparing for the role but in a way the conflicts
that her character goes through are very
relatable not only for her but for every
girl who is trying to find her place in a
man’s world. And having to prove so
many people wrong even before you can
actually test your own merits is something that many women go through
everyday — even though the terrain
might not be as hostile. Apart from that,
Sobhita, of course, on account of the content, had to do a lot of physical prep.
While the action was new, it was not difficult for her to be a part of it.
When Sobhita speaks her mind, her
non-assertive manner, calming voice
creates an aura that exude purity which
is heightened by the white saree she is
wearing. The actor is somebody who
loves to punch above her weight and sink
her teeth in a good role. “The reason I
actually enjoyed it so much was because
of its newness, relatability and emotional intelligence. Yes, it’s a huge transition
from Tara to Isha but I am an actor playing different roles and that is what my
motivation is. I am curious about people, why they do what they do. Even if
for a brief while, I get a chance to live my
life differently, I am going to take it up.
So for me, between action and cut, I am
free. I am at home,” says she. Her transformation is evident in reality too by how,
from Tara to Isha, she has become an outspoken extrovert from a painfully shy
person.
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hangra-pop star Daler
Mehndi has often taken the
role of a mentor or a judge on
singing shows. He says both are
ways to give back to society the
love and appreciation that he
receives.
The former Sa Re Ga Ma Pa
Singing Superstar judge sees it as
a responsibility to guide aspiring singers and help them in
their musical journey.
“It’s a natural progression
and an innate human nature to
give. The singers look up to me,
they have an eagerness to learn
and seek inspiration. I still listen to great maestros like
Nazakat Sahab, Salamat Sahab,
Ashiq Ali, Bade Ghulam Ali
Khan Sahab, Pervaiz Mehdi,
Ghulam Ali Khan, Asha ji to
name a few. Everyone needs to
continue learning, seeking, and
do the Sangat of Maestro, said he.
The Tunak Tunak Tun hitmaker recently returned as a
judge on Radio City Super Singer.
“Every year this show provides
a platform to aspiring singers to
showcase their talent and takes
things a notch above the previous year. We see better singers
and bigger dreams with each
passing year and it’s a joy to see
this passion continue to burn
bright every time,” added he.

The shows also provide a
platform to singers who were
once busy with back-to-back
Bollywood songs. “Talent-based
shows have been ruling the
roost for several years now.
Who gets selected as a judge is
not a reflection of the quantum
of work he/she currently has, but
is a mark of their talent, the
acclaim they have amassed over
the years, and their standing in
the industry,” said the singer.
He added that people
become judges on talent shows
because they are in demand
which is why they are on television. Also, shows like these
provide additional business
avenues to any singer, the same
being applicable to an actor or
a public figure.
°80=B

e once took the spotlight and presented his
bagful of jokes on India.
One of them being, “Indian
people have been dedicated to
being cheap for so long. They
actually created the number
Zero.” And now, IndoCanadian stand-up comedian
Russell Peters is all set put on
another show in October in the
country, where the industry is
“booming.”
He says, “I hear the standup comedy industry in India
has
been
booming.
Unfortunately, I haven’t had a
chance to check out any of the
people doing it. But it’s great
that it’s become a more recognised art form and more people are taking it up.” The comedian will take “any” excuse to
come to India. “I love it here.
This is the first time that I am
coming back so quickly
between dates. But this gives me
an opportunity to play in cities
that I’ve never been to — Pune
and Ahmedabad,” says he.
For someone, who had
started out in the 90s, a lot has
been changed. He tells us,
“When I started in 1989, standup was dominated by white
males. That’s all changed now,
as it should. For me, I never
expected to be where I am at
today. All I knew was that this
was something that I had to do
and that I had no choice. Even
if I was a stand-up comic working and doing the club circuit,

For Emraan too, there were no reference points. He tried to understand
the psyche by what the writer or the
director guided him or what was written. Also his love for spy thrillers
helped. He has been watching
them for a long time, so it was
present in his subconsciousness. He believes that it helped
him in playing the character
of Kabir Anand. The actor saw
a lot of interviews of ex-military spies and one thing that
really made a mark on him was
that you wouldn’t really understand a spy or know what fear
feels like until you have actually worked as one in an enemy
nation. “You have a dual identity where you play someone
else, speak a different language
in another country and at any
moment, you could slip and
find a bullet shot in your head.
It could simply be because something that you wore was wrong
or a slight difference in the way
you speak their language. That’s
true fear and that was a big takeaway for me to understand the
psyche of Kabir. I had to get into
that zone where these guys travelled to Balochistan and it felt
like they are walking on a mine
field,” says he.
The role was as challenging
for him as a first step for a toddler. He says that getting into a
different format was new but
this one has its own struggles.
“The kind of action that we
have in the show was physically exertive. I haven’t played any-
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thing even close to it. Acting in a series
was almost like doing two films in 90
days. So that’s a lot of work. But a great
team makes it happen. Everyone was very
supportive. We all felt that we were in safe
hands. The journey became much easier,” he says.
Sobhita was more invested in the
emotional graph of the characters than the
factual one. Of course, it’s fiction but a fictional story often borrows its essence from
certain real incidences. She agrees that it
reflects some of it as reality but doesn’t
necessarily “represent” it. “Because these
are real characters going through emotions which we have experienced sometimes. We all have disagreements and feel
anger or even paranoia,” says the actor.
She is an observer, a prolific writer
and a reader of verse but doesn’t advertise all of this often. Small instances and
experiences from her own life had helped
her play Isha. “I think that sense of mentally travelling to places and constantly
observing, something that’s my arena
since I was a child, has backed me. I have
used some of that and looked at how people get trapped in a situation, how they
react emotionally or what their body language is when they do a specific thing. I
didn’t particularly research on the political aspect of it,” she says.
The film industry has had a fair share
of spy thrillers. While some slipped
under the radar, there have been films that
were memorable for many reasons. And
again, there’s a sudden surge of interest
in this kind of genre and content. The
recent ones being Tiger Zinda Hai and The
Family Man. Sobhita and Emraan
respond swiftly one after the another.
Though I was expecting an answer from
Sobhita first, she, instead, within the blink

of an eye, puts forward a question, “Hey,
I am asking you! You are the media, I don’t
know!” And then says that maybe, it’s
because people think there should be
more information. Emraan adds, “I don’t
think Indian cinema has really dabbled
with a lot of subjects of this kind till this
point. The kind of films that have been
made on spies can be counted on the fingers of one hand.” Sobhita nods in agreement and says, “The ones that are made
are so fantastic that people crave a sense
of realism even if it is peppered with fiction. I don’t think there’s any agenda to
put out a show like this that ‘we are going
to give this certain message’.
Emraan feels that it is more intriguing than a film on the Army or the Air
Force. “I think spies have a different kind
of intrigue associated with them. It’s not
in your face but there are a lot of unsung
heroes who have been spying for our
country and it’s not shocking anymore
that you do not know their names. They
extract a wealth of political, social information from enemy territory and transfer it home. But we still don’t know much
about them and their journey. And it’s
because it’s not written about by the
media. When you make a film or an original series, it’s very engaging because it’s
an unknown world. We probably know
more about the Army because it’s there
in your face through the information
about it in the media. But this is also a no
man’s land. And a place that I wish to
explore more,” says Emraan. Sobhita
believes that the reason why people are
more interested is also because the story
acts like a real mirror and of course,
increases one’s curiosity.
(The series will release on September
27 on Netflix.)
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I’d be happy. Stand-up is a calling.”
Talking about whether
India is yielding enough matter
for his show, he says that his
content isn’t restricted to a particular place. “My show isn’t just
about India or Indians. I talk a
lot about where I am at this
point. One moment I would be
talking about a middle-aged
man with health issues, and the
other moment, a newborn and
the next of strained relationships and other sorts of silliness,” he chuckles.
The comedian, for whom
George Carlin, Eddie Murphy
and Steve Martin, have been the
greatest inspirations, usually
starts prepping up for his next
set right after a show. That’s how
Russell approaches an act — by
observing his subject while on
the go. He says, “After I record
my set, like I did in Mumbai in
June, I start working on new
material. Even these shows in
October will be a bit different
from the ones that I did in India
previously. I’m always working
on new stuff, observing and
thinking. I never write anything

down though.”
He tells us how he had
started collecting and putting
together his material — by sitting under the dining table
with his cousin Mikey and
recording their parents and

relatives talking to each other.
Later, the duo mimicking them.
“Post that, I started listening to
the way my Jamaican friends
and their parents spoke. It just
began as a fun thing with my
friends,” he says.

History is evidence of how
burlesque New York stand-up
comedy shows featured standard vaudeville gags that
focussed primarily on the
female chase, money troubles,
gold-digging wives and constantly harping mothers-inlaw. And often, this kind of
humour, despite being sexist,
has been acceptable. However,
Russell feels that as more and
more women come into the
comedy industry and express
themselves, “they’ll be able to
fix that.” Well, the Emmy-nominated series The Marvelous
Mrs Maisel is a perfect example
to what Russell says.
What does he make of the
content of comedians like Hasan
Minhaj and Vir Das who have
their own particular strain of
humour, which is rooted in the
experience of the diaspora.
Every comic, he says, has their
own voice and point of view.
“There’s no right or wrong.
Every voice and every experience should be heard. The only
thing that they all have to be is
funny!” he adds.
As a person, who is not a

Caucasian, would he say it gives
him a better insight into the different ethnic groups as happened in Comedy Now? He
says, “My insight into different
ethnic groups comes from a very
real place. I grew up with Black
people from Jamaica and
Trinidad as well as Filippinos
and Italians. When I was bullied
and beaten up by the white kids,
I found a home with the ‘Other’
kids. My comedy explores
racism and prejudice as well and
it’s because of what I have experienced. There’s nothing a white
guy can do to stop me from
doing what I do but it has to
come from a place of understanding and acknowledgement.
Else, it’s just not real.”
The comedian says that he
really enjoys acting for films and
TV shows, despite the struggle
behind the “hurry-up and wait
part” of being on the set. “I’m
not complaining. It’s just so
completely different from doing
stand-up,” says he and laughs.
Even though he has actually showed the way to the newer
breeds of South Asian comics,
Russell says that he is unfortunate that he isn’t familiar with
most of them. He says, “I haven’t
had a chance to check them out.
Hopefully, I will, soon.”
(Russell will perform on
October 1, 4 and 6 in Pune,
Ahmedabad and Hyderabad,
respectively, as a part of his
Deported World Tour at
Supermoon, a Zee Live IP.)
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ho is the Indian
actress who was on
the verge of becoming our first global
star, ran a production house, discovered some of the
best known talent of the time (think
thespian Dilip Kumar, beauteous
Madhubala and the unparalleled
Nargis) and was called the first lady
of Indian cinema? Devika Rani was
more than that. She was also the first
woman actor who came from what
could be termed as an elite family,
lived her personal life on her terms
and once she gave up the arc lights,
never turned back dedicating herself
to art and culture. With a life that was
as varied and eventful as hers, it’s
indeed a surprise that her bio file has
not been recreated on screen or stage.
Until now.
It took another powerhouse performer, Lillete Dubey, to recognise the
intensity and magnetism that her
story could exert when performed on
stage. “The Primetime Theatre
Company promotes Indian writers
and dramatises works written by people like Mahashweta Devi, Girish
Karnad. There are classics like Adhe
Adhoore and Kanyadaan. There’s
none that was written abroad and
adapted for performance. Devika
Rani too came out of that space,” says
Lillete about the company where she
has been the artistic director for
almost 29 years now.
It was perchance that she met
Kishwar Desai, a college mate, in
March last year. “She had written a
book on Devika Rani and I remarked
that she was a fascinating woman
which could make a terrific play,”
recalls Lillete. And Kishwar promptly asked if she was interested in staging it. Both of them tried to figure out
if there was something in her biography that could lend itself to a play
“since she had such a wide arc and a
long and interesting ride that went on
till she was 87”. Lillete decided that
it was not her cinematic history that
she wanted to portray because neither
was it a film nor the theme for a dissertation or a documentary. “We were
looking at her real and not reel life.
Her personal journey growth, trajectory and her evolution are what interested me,” says Lillete. So the play covers the period from the time she
meets Himanshu Rai (1928), whom
she later married and set up the production house Bombay Talkies with
in 1934, to the time when she gave it
all up after meeting Svetoslav Roerich,
her second husband (1945), including the incident where she ran off
with her co-actor, in Jeevan Nayya
Najm-ul-Hassan.
Of course, when it came to
Devika, her personal life was closely intertwined with her professional
one. “We went with the flow of her
personal life, her relationship with
Himanshu, the shared dream of
Bombay Talkies and the way it keeps
them together irrespective of what
happens in their relationship. There

is a beautiful line which encapsulates
the ups and downs with Himanshu
where Devika says, ‘The further I go
from you, the closer I feel to you’,” says
Lillete pointing out to the fact that life
and relationships are complex where
there is nothing black and white,
including their relationship. “It is a
very poignant, touching and relatable
relationship,” adds Lillete.
She says that the play ends when
she meets Roerich as it isn’t possible
to squeeze everything in two hours.
“Cinematically, there’s more scope in
a film. The two are different media.”
Kishwar and Lillete worked on 11
odd drafts for more than a year to get
the nuances and essentials right for
the play. “I used to keep telling her if
a part needed rewriting or has to be
thrown away or highlighted. The
material was constantly reshaped. Of
course, it is Kishwar’s play but I was
moulding the shape as even in these
18 years, there is a lot of material. It
was tough to decide what to leave out
and what was important to our
story,” she says.
Lillete was also particular about
creating a world view of the time and
period that Devika Rani lived in
rather than just focussing on her life.
This was done by some of the parallel stories. “Not just actresses, even
women composers from respectable
families were rare in the industry.
There was this story of Saraswati
Devi, a Parsi lady and an amazing
composer, who practically stormed
the male bastion. She also composed
the iconic Main ban ki chidiya from
Achyut Kanya, which we recreated.
Ira, who plays Devika, has sung it herself,” points out Lillete.
In the play, the song is nicely
woven with the incident where she
comes back from Najm after the
intervention of Sashadhar Mukherjee,
an assistant sound-engineer at the
studio as she was aware that neither
could she get a divorce or marry
Najm. “When she returns, she feels
upset and says that he has had so
many flings but that is fine because
he is a man. I have done this one thing
and I am untouchable. And the next
film that is written for her is Achyut
Kanya, so one blends into the other,”
says Lillete.
However, it is not just Devika’s life
during the time that she was a leading lady on the silver screen that fascinates Lillete but even the fact that
she left it forever. “Yes, she was over
the hill for her time as she was too old
to be a lead actress. People were leaving Bombay Talkies and starting
Filmistan Studios and she was struggling to stay afloat financially as the
last few films that she had produced
had flopped. But when she gave it
away for a very different life, she had
no desire to come back. Compare it
to any actress today who would run
back to the arc lights even if she is
given half a chance by way of a reality show or the like. She was remarkable in that too,” Lillete asserts.
Moreover, her pedigree too made

her exceptional. “All the kothas had
shut and the tawaifs and nautch girls
who had nowhere to go joined films.
And look at her lineage, from her
nani’s side, she was the grand niece
of Rabindranath Tagore. Educated in
England, she was certainly a far cry
from others in films,” says Lillete, who
made her film debut with Zubeidaa
(2001), when she was over 40.
Devika was one hell of a feisty
lady. “She was five feet nothing. She
was independent-minded and too
much of her own person. Devika was
multi-talented as she acted, produced, did costumes, art direction
and ran a studio so she can be called
a pioneer. She was quite a path-breaker and chose the kind of subjects that
people would be scared of putting on
screen even now as she touched upon
untouchability, barren women,
widow remarriage and more.”
And then there’s her personal life
which is, as tumultuous as, in some
ways inspiring. “She was a woman
who just did what she wanted and
stood for what she believed in. When
she returned after eloping with Najm,
she asked for the separation of her
finances from those of her husband,
separate pay for working in his films
while he would be required to singlehandedly pay the household expenses for the home in which both of
them would live. How many women
do that even now?” asks Lillete.
Her personal correspondence
that Kishwar had access to also gave
an intimate peek into the formidable
woman that she was. “Many things,
which did not form a part of public
domain were brought out in these letters, which also form a part of the
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he National award-winning actor Priyamani, who
T
stars in the web series — The
Family Man along with Manoj
Bajpayee, said that she avoids
intimate scenes because such
content is not suitable for a
family audience.
“I don’t want to associate
myself with sexual content in
the webspace. I understand that
as an actor I should be comfortable with different characters. I am also not degrading
those actors who are part of
stories that require intimate
scenes, but as an actor, I wouldn’t be doing any intimidating
scene because I am not comfortable with it,” Priyamani
said.
The web series tells the
story of a middle-aged, middleclass man who is on a mission
to achieve something extraor-

dinary in order to protect the
country. Priyamani plays the
role of his wife.
Sharing the insight of her
character in the show, the cel-

ebrated south Indian actor
said, “My character Suchitra is
a housewife who is constantly
trying to balance everything in
her life. She changes role from

mother to father in the absence
of her husband and spends
quality time with them. I think
women have the natural ability to do multi-tasking. She is
the boss of the house but at the
same time she has the desire to
explore new opportunity as a
professional.”
She added Suchitra is not
aware about the profession of
her husband. She often misunderstood him and his work.
However, as the series moves
forward one can see that she
discovers more about him.
Priyamani commenced
her career in 2003 with a Tamil
film, Ullam. She has also done
films like — Paruthiveeran,
Thirakkatha, Mana Oori,
Ramayanam and many more.
The actor is interested in
exploring more opportunities
in Hindi cinema. And she

hopes that the show will help
her gain offers. But, simultaneously she mentioned that she
won’t wear a bikini like other
mainstream actors.
“When I wore a swimsuit
for the first time in one of my
films, I received flak from
people. They asked if I was trying to build a glamourous
image. In south India, a major
chunk of audience is traditional. They are not the Bollywood
cinegoers. Having said that I
applaud those girls who have
the confidence to flaunt their
skin gracefully on the screen,”
said she.
The Family Man is directed by Raj Nidimoru and
Krishna DK. The show also
features Sharib Hashmi,
Darshan Kumar, Gul Panag,
Dalip Tahil among others.
°80=B
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ver since it was announced
that actor Kangana Ranaut
will be essaying the role of
former chief minister of Tamil
Nadu late Jayalalithaa in a biopic
on the superstar-turned-politician, there was a lot of anticipation around how the actor would
look, especially in her older version.
Producer Vishnu Induri,
who had earlier revealed that
Hollywood artist, Jason Collins,
who has worked on films like
Blade Runner and Caption
Marvel, will be working on
Kangana’s look in Thalaivi.
Kangana flew to Los Angeles a
few days ago for the same, and
now, few pictures of her undergoing a transformation have
been revealed.
Sister Rangoli Chandel
shared the pictures on her social
media where we can see Kangana
being completely covered in
prosthetic glue for her tests,
which she must have kept for a
long time for the team to have a
set to check and work upon.
Rangoli explained the
process and said how difficult it
is to be an actor. She tweeted,
“This is how measurements for

play,” says Lillete.
Indeed, it is a travesty of our
times that not many know this feisty
lady who stood her ground and held
her head high. “I am not saying that
she was Mahatma Gandhi but she
certainly holds up an interesting
role model for women. When you
talk about actors who have become
global icons, she, after Karma, (which
famously or infamously had a fourminute long kiss), was offered films
in Hollywood. While she did debate
over the possibility, she gave it all up
for another dream of her production
company. The Press was completely
dazzled by her after Karma as she was
gorgeous, a complete natural and
articulate,” says Lillete.
Her world class studio made four
international films in English of
which one was shown at Windsor
Castle while Karma opened in
London. “It’s difficult to do this even
now,” asserts Lillete. She had an eye
for talent and her protege went on to
dominate the silver screen.
Lillete tends to gravitate towards
topics and stories that seem to have
a strong women characters. “I am
always looking for interesting scripts
or material that will lend itself to a
play but over the years I have found
that my protagonists tend to be
female and that happens unconsciously. A play called Gauhar which
we did three years ago was on the first
woman to sing on a waxed record,”
she says. Of course it helped that
Lillete is fond of classical music even
though she insists that she cannot
claim to be an afficionado or anything. “I enjoy it and I studied it for
seven years,” she says.
Lillete wants to do a new play
once a year while older ones are still
running. Dance Like a Man,
Kanyadaan are some which are running at present. But having made her
big screen debut in 2001, where she
has acted in some noteworthy films
including Monsoon Wedding (2001),
Kal Ho Na Ho, Lakshya and Pinjar
(2003) there is certainly something
that keeps exercising a magnetic
pull to draw her back to stage. Lillete
explains, “Anyone who has become
an actor from theatre can never get
it out of his system. You might leave
it for sometime for money or exposure and work in films, serials or
advertisements but the pull of theatre
is so strong that once you have
established yourself, you come back
again when you don’t need the
money as much. Naseer may do different things but he returns to theatre
as there is no other place where an
actor feels as alive as on stage.”
She also points out that in a film,
one is a part of big project and team
and does not drive a project. “It is the
vision of the director and determined
by commerce. Honestly, in 50 odd
films, I did not feel challenged in even
one. I need to do a play to feel challenged. I feel embarrassed when
people tell me that I have done a fabulous role in a film. I want to say that
I never needed to put my whole body,
heart and soul in it,” she says and
adds, “One reason why theatre
demands such is because it is not
commerce driven and can talk about
whatever I want to including child
sexuality, Gandhism or whatever.”
However, she does accept that
while cinema looked jaded five years
ago, it is evolving now thanks to the
fact that people are travelling a lot and
the internet has ensured that they are
exposed global content. “The 18-35
age group forms 70 per cent of the
audience and they are watching all
kinds of stuff. They determine the
change. Everyone is waking up to the
power of small films becoming huge.”
The actor-director completes 30
years on stage in January 2021 and
plans to celebrate it by reviving a huge
megarock musical of Mahabharata
like Jesus Christ Superstar which was
performed 20 years ago. “It is a two
hour plus rock opera,” she says. She
is also doing two web series, one in
Bengali and the other in Tamil.
So, here is to another 30 years of
the feisty lady.
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prosthetics are taken. It’s not easy
to be an actor. Kangana is so calm
in something which is so suffocating for us to even watch.”
The actor, when she was
leaving for LA, had earlier said,
“I am very curious about this
process. I don’t know how it will
impact my expressions and

approach to my character but this
is going to be a one-of-a-kind
experience for me.”
The prosthetics will be in
addition to Kangana’s lessons for
Bharatnatyam and Tamil. The
film will go on floors post Diwali
and will be shot in Mysore,
Karnataka.
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sian champion Amit Panghal
(52kg) on Friday became the first
Indian to enter the finals of the
World Men’s Boxing Championship
while Manish Kaushik (63kg) signed off
with a Bronze medal after going down
in the semifinals here.
Second seeded Panghal prevailed 32 against Kazakhstan’s Saken Bibossinov
in the last-four stage.
But Commonwealth Games Silverwinner Kaushik, competing in his
debut world championship, lost 0-5 to
top-seeded Cuban Andy Gomez Cruz,
a Gold-medallist from the previous edition besides being the reigning PanAmerican Games champion.
“The bout went very well for me
although I had to put in more effort
than I had thought. It is a huge achievement for Indian boxing and I am
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thankful for all the support that I have
got,” Panghal said after the triumph.
Today, he will take on Uzbekistan’s
Shakhobidin Zoirov, the reigning
Olympic champion. Zoirov defeated
Frenchman Billal Bennama in his semifinal showdown.
Before this, India had never won
more than one Bronze medal in a single edition of the world championships
but Panghal and Kaushik
changed that by making the
semifinals.
“I am going to push hard
for a Gold,” said Panghal.
His trademark pace and
ability to adapt coming in
handy, Panghal outmaneuvered the
taller Kazakh, who came into the semis
after upstaging reigning Artur
Hovhannisyan in the quarterfinals.
The diminutive Armyman was
more accurate, put more power into his

punches and was sharp defensively
against the Kazakh. This was after
Panghal spent most of the first round
getting a measure of his rival.
Bibossinov was no pushover either
and tried his level best to cash in on the
height advantage but the Indian kept
him at a distance to ensure that most of
the Kazakh’s attacks either didn’t connect or lacked in impact.
In the other semifinal bout featuring an Indian, Kaushik struggled to keep
up with the Cuban, whose counterattacking game was simply outstanding.
Kaushik did get a few body punches through but couldn’t fend off the
counter-strikes that came his way in all
the three rounds. “I gave it my all but
I guess there are a few things lacking in
my game, which I will try to improve
on. I will work harder and deliver better results in the coming tournaments,”
Kaushik said.
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Rangers started in fine fashion as
they edged out Feyenoord 1-0 at
Ibrox in Group G with Sheyi Ojo
scoring the only goal of the game
midway through the first half.
It is an ideal start for Rangers
in a tough group and their next
match will be away in Switzerland
against Young Boys, who lost 2-1
at Porto on Thursday with
Tiquinho netting twice for the
hosts.
Celtic battled to a 1-1 draw
with Rennes in France in a fiery
Group E encounter, with Ryan
Christie’s second-half penalty cancelling out M’Baye Niang’s 38thminute spot-kick for the hosts
before the visitors had Vakoun
Issouf Bayo sent off at the death.
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ast season’s runners-up
Arsenal romped to an
impressive 3-0 victory at
Eintracht Frankfurt in their Europa
League opener on Thursday as
Mason Greenwood spared
Manchester United’s blushes and
Rangers got the better of
Feyenoord.
On a night which featured five
British clubs in action, Unai
Emery’s much-changed side
enjoyed the best result of all with
youngsters Joe Willock and
Bukayo Saka scoring in Germany.
In between, Dominik Kohr

was sent off for last season’s beaten semi-finalists Frankfurt, and
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang
made sure of the win for Arsenal
in the Group F clash.
Their next game will be at
home to Standard Liege, who beat
Vitoria Guimaraes 2-0 on
Thursday.
At Old Trafford, United had
teenager Greenwood to thank as
the 17-year-old’s goal gave them a
1-0 win over Astana of Kazakhstan
in Group L.
The group’s other game saw
AZ Alkmaar come from behind to
draw 2-2 with Partizan Belgrade in
Serbia despite playing more than

0?

an hour with 10 men.
Wolverhampton Wanderers
were unable to make it three wins
out of three for Premier League
clubs as they slumped to a 1-0
home defeat against Braga at
Molineux.
Ricardo Horta’s second-half
goal gave the Portuguese club all
three points in Group K and it was
a disappointing night for a Wolves
team who are still without a win
in the Premier League this season.
In the same group Slovan
Bratislava were 4-2 winners at
home to Besiktas, who welcome
Wolves to Istanbul in a fortnight.
Meanwhile, Steven Gerrard’s

GLADBACH STUNNED
They now host CFR Cluj, the
same side who eliminated them in
Champions League qualifying.
The Romanians shocked Lazio 21 on Thursday.
Elsewhere, Sevilla beat
Qarabag 3-0 in Azerbaijan in
Group A with Javier Hernandez
getting their opening goal.
PSV Eindhoven opened up
Group D with a 3-2 victory against
Sporting Lisbon while Roma
crushed Istanbul Basaksehir 4-0 in
Group J.
In the same group Borussia
Moenchengladbach were stunned
by Wolfsberg, losing 4-0 at home
to the unheralded Austrian side
who were making their groupstage debut.
It was a heaviest ever home
defeat in Europe for Gladbach, the
two-time former UEFA Cup winners.
The biggest winners on the
night were Basel, as the Swiss side
hammered FC Krasnodar 5-0.

6XVKLO VUHWXUQ
ODVWVMXVWRQHERXW
?C8Q =DABD;C0=

V

eteran Sushil Kumar’s
return to the World
Championship after eight
years lasted just six minutes as
he lost his opening bout
to
Khadzhimurad
Gadzhiyev of Azerbaijan
here on Friday.
Using all his experience, the wily Indian had
raced to a 9-4 lead but
conceded seven points in
a row to his opponent to lose
his 74kg qualification round
bout 9-11.
The Azerbaijani wrestler
later lost his quarterfinal bout
to USA’s Jordan Ernest
Burroughs, resulting to
Sushil’s ouster from the championship.
The 36-year-old twotime Olympic medallist
has been struggling for
long as he had made a
first round exit from
the 2018 Asian
Games as well.
He recently
returned to the
mat for the first
time since his
defeat in Jakarta
when he competed at an
event in Minsk,
Belarus where
he had finished fifth.
Sushil conceded that he
lacked stamina but promised
better performances in the
future.
“I felt good on the mat. I
was fast but definitely lacked the
stamina. I also need to work on

my defence,” Sunshil said. “But
I am happy with this comeback.
I competed better than in the
Asian Games. In the coming
days, you will see better performance. My coach is working out
a plan for tournaments
I need to play. I will try
to qualify for the
Olympics from the
Asian events now,” he
added.
In the other category which offered
Olympic qualification on Friday,
Sumit Malik lost his 125kg first
round bout 0-2 to
H u n g a r y ’s
Daniel ligeti,
who later lost
in quarterfinals.

FIGURATIVELY
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medallist on debut
at amateur boxing’s
A
biggest stage, world
championship Bronzewinner
Manish
Kaushik (63kg) says he
was sure of finishing
on the podium in
Russia, the day he triumphed in the selection trials.
The 25-year-old,
who hails from Devsar
village which is about
5km from the cradle of
Indian boxing —
Bhiwani, signed off
with a Bronze on
Friday after losing 0-5
to top-seeded Cuban
Andy Gomez Cruz.
“My draw was
tough and before that I
had a tough trial bout
against Shiva (Thapa).
Once I beat him, I got
the confidence that I
would win a world
medal,” Kaushik said,
referring to his longstanding home rivalry
with Thapa, a threetime Asian medallist
and a 2015 world
Bronze-winner.
The disappointment of the semifinal

loss apart, Kaushik can
take heart from a stellar run at the big event.
Among the opponents
he took down en route
the semifinals was
Mongolia’s fourthseeded Baatarsukhiin
Chinzorig, an Asian
Games Silver-medallist and a two-time
Asian Championships
medal-winner.
Speaking of getting
better, coming up for
him is the Olympic
Qualifiers in February
next year in China.
The
medal
in
Ekaterinburg has
sealed his spot in the
Indian team and
Kaushik said he couldn’t have been more
relieved.
“Now that I am
assured of a place in
the Olympic Qualifiers,
I feel there is less pressure on me,” he said.
“I can prepare
myself more confidently as I know that I
don’t have to give trials.
It would help me be at
my best in the qualifiers and hopefully
clinch a spot for
Tokyo,” he added.

—BUKAYO SAKA
(Arsenal winger)
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—KEVIN TRAPP
(Frankfurt
goalkeeper)
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Sathiyan on Friday
became only the second
G
Indian to reach the men’s
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Sai Praneeth suffered a three-game loss to world
No 9 Anthony Sinisuka Ginting in the quarterfiB
nals to draw curtains on India’s campaign at the China
Open World Tour Super 1000 badminton tournament
on Friday.
Almost a month after dispatching the Indonesian
en route his historic world championships Bronze at
Basel, world No 15 Praneeth went down to the same
opponent 21-16, 6-21, 16-21 in 55 minutes to end his
campaign here.
Ginting will now take on eighth seeded Denmark’s
Anders Antonsen, who had clinched the Silver at the
World Championships.
Praneeth, who had reached the finals of Swiss
Open early this year, came into the match with a 32 advantage in the head-to-head count against
Ginting but he ran out of steam after winning the
opening game.
In the second game, Ginting galloped to a 9-4 lead
after grabbing six straight points and entered the interval with a cushion of 11-5.
The Indonesian continued to rule the roost after
the break, jumping to a massive 18-6 lead and soon
roared back into the contest.
The decider was a close affair as Praneeth erased
a 2-6 deficit to catch up with Ginting and was ahead
11-7 at the breather. A fighting Ginting, however,
turned the tables after reeling off six points on the trot
to reach 13-12.
The Indonesian kept his hold on the proceedings
after that to grab four match points and converted it
easily to enter the semifinals.

singles quarterfinals at the
Asian Table Tennis
Championships when he
defeated An-Ji Song of
North Korea here.
Sathiyan, currently the
top-ranked Indian in
the world, hardly
broke a sweat as he
notched up a 11-7,
11-8, 11-6 win
against his North Korean
opponent in the pre-quarterfinal match that lasted 22
minutes.
The only other occasion
when an Indian paddler
had reached the singles
quarterfinals was when
Sudhir Phadke beat a
Chinese in the pre-quarterfinals of the Asian
Championships
in
Pyongyang way back in
1976.
The Indian, ranked 30 in
the world, will take on world
number 4 Chinese Lin
Gaoyuan in the quarterfinals.
“I am extremely happy
to reach the quarterfinals for
the first time and it has
been a wonderful journey so
far. I would really love to set
the bar high for Indian table
tennis and hungry to go
even further in the tournament,” said an elated
Saithyan.
Asked what his plans
would be against his opponent in the quarterfinals,
Sathiyan said: “I will go with
an aim to win and try to play
my best. I am underdog and
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all the pressure is on
Gaoyuan.”
Reminded that he and
Achanta Sharath Kamal had
an impressive outing
against Gao and his
partner earlier in the
day in men’s doubles,
Sathiyan said, “Yes,
we were almost in the
medal round and that
would have been historic. But in the
decider they (Chinese)
pulled it off.”
In the men’s doubles,
the pair of Sathiyan and
Sharath Kamal failed to
reach the medal round in the
men’s double as they lost to
the Chinese duo of Liang
Jingkun and Lin Gaoyuan 611, 12-10, 7-11, 11-8, 7-11.
Except for Sharath and
Harmeet Desai who could

8CC5CfXccTa

not go past the round of 64,
the other three Indians —
Sathiyan, Amalraj and Manav
— made it to the round of 32
in the men’s singles.
Only Sathiyan survived to move into
the pre-quarterfinals
and then to the quarterfinals while the
other two exited.
Among
the
women players, only
Ayhika entered the pre-quarterfinals before losing to
three-time world champion
and reigning Olympic champion Ding Ning of China 511, 13-11, 4-11, 9-11.
Manika Batra lost to
Hitomi Sato of Japan 9-11, 811, 4-11 in the round of 32
while Archana lost to Feng
Tianwei of Singapore 9-11, 911, 11-9, 4-11.

orward Lalit Upadhyay and drag-flicker
Rupinderpal Singh on Friday returned to the
20-member Indian men’s hockey squad, to be led
by Manpreet Singh, for the tour of Belgium from
September 26 to October 3.
India will be playing three matches against
Belgium and two matches against Spain during
the week-long tour.
Upadhyay will be making a comeback after
having last played during the men’s World Cup
in Bhubaneswar. Rupinderpal had missed out on
the Olympic Test Event earlier this year.
Goalkeeper PR Sreejesh joins the side after
being rested for the Olympic Test Event while
Krishan B Pathak is the other goalkeeper in the
team.
“All the players in the squad complement each
other very well and we are hoping that the team
continues its good form. We are delighted to have
Lalit back in the squad as he will play a vital role
in the forward line,” chief coach Graham Reid
said.
He was also happy that Rupinderpal worked
on his game during his time away from the
national team and is now back in the mix.
“It’s fantastic to have Rupinderpal back in the
side as well, he has improved his game since the
Men’s Series Finals. We are still looking to finetune a few aspects of our game before we leave
for Belgium,” said Reid.
The Australian said that the tour of Belgium
will be the perfect preparation for the FIH Hockey
Olympic Qualifiers match against Russia in
Odisha.
“Belgium are a strong team and if we perform
well against them at their own backyard, then the
team will gain a lot of confidence ahead of the
Olympic Qualifiers match against Russia. We are
expecting a tough challenge from Spain as well.”
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mission
from
T20
International squads for India’s
last two series hasn’t bothered
Kuldeep Yadav too much as the chinaman bowler feels it is an opportunity for him to do well in five-day
cricket.
Kuldeep was dropped from India’s
T20I squads for the West Indies tour
and home series against South Africa
but that hasn’t dented his confidence.
“So far, I have done a good job in
limited-overs format. I feel very com-
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fortable with the white ball,” Kuldeep
told reporters.
“I am not worried about not
being picked for the last two T20I
series. Maybe the selectors felt I needed a break. Maybe the team thinks
some changes are required. I respect
that, and I have no complaints. I see
this as an opportunity to do well in
Tests.”
Kuldeep was part of the India A
side for the second unofficial Test
against South Africa A, which ended
in a draw in Mysore on Friday.
The wrist spinner had a decent

D:?8=6D

outing in the game, scalping 4 for 121
in 29 overs in the only innings India
bowled in the match.
In 68 T20 matches since that 2016
T20 World Cup, Kuldeep has taken 81
wickets at an average of 22.97 (ninthbest in the world, second among
Indians), and an economy rate of 7.60
(fifth among Indians).
And, he feels wrist spinners are in
demand currently.
“There is no doubt that wrist spinners are dominating the world,”
Kuldeep said.
“But sometimes, when you try to
stop runs, you actually turn out to be
expensive. We need to work on our
accuracy. You need to accept that you
do get hit for runs and work on being
economical.”
Kuldeep, however, feels it is very
difficult to adjust to red-ball cricket
after consistently featuring in the
limited-overs formats.
“It’s hard to play red-ball cricket
when you aren’t consistently playing
that format,” he said.
“If you aren’t a regular in this format, it takes time to get into your
rhythm. When you are consistently
playing limited overs and suddenly
switch to Tests without much preparation, it will be tough to excel.
“You need to bowl long spells, play
practice games, to understand field
placements and to know how to pick
wickets. It was important for me to
come here (in the India A game) and
bowl as many overs as possible. There
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ormer Indian skipper Sourav
Ganguly feels Lokesh Rahul will
be kept on his toes by Shreyas Iyer
and Manish Pandey for the No 4 slot
in ODIs, a position which has been
debated a lot by the team management over the last couple of years.
Iyer was preferred over Rahul in
the three ODIs against the West
Indies and he grabbed the opportunity with both hands by scoring two
half-centuries in the two games he
played and forced his way into the
T20I side.
Meanwhile, Rahul, who has
been in indifferent form in all the
three formats of the game, recently
lost his place in the Test squad for the
upcoming three-match series against
South Africa.

“With Rohit and Shikhar at the
top as the best possible opening pair,
KL Rahul will be pushed. He has lost
his place in Test cricket due to indifferent form and the likes of Shreyas
and Manish Pandey will keep him on
his toes if he wants to hold onto the
No 4 slot,” Ganguly wrote in his column for The Times of India.
“Shreyas Iyer finds a place in the
T20 squad, a reward for his good
show in the 50-overs games in West
Indies,” he added.
The former India skipper also
spoke about the visiting Proteas
team and said that they are in a
rebuilding phase. “They need to look
at the system back home. Not very
long ago, they boasted of having
enormous talent, but like many
teams, they have dropped a few levels down,” Ganguly said.

is still plenty of work to do,” Kuldeep
added.
He said with Ravichandran
Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja in fray for
Tests, he will have to utilise the limited chances he gets.
“When three spinners like

Ashwin, Jaddu (Jadeja) and I are in the
squad, it’s challenging to pick the right
combination. You need to be ready to
grab your chance. Of course, there is
pressure because you only get a few
chances, and you have to make full use
of them,” Kuldeep said.
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irat Kohli looks an effective
captain in the international
arena simply because he has got
two successful captains like
Mahendra Singh Dhoni and
Rohit Sharma in the side, former
India opener Gautam Gambhir
said.
Dhoni is considered as one of
India’s greatest captains having
won two World Cups while Rohit
has been a very successful franchise skipper leading Mumbai
Indians to an unprecedented four
IPL titles.
“Still a long way to go for him
(Kohli). Kohli was very good in
the last World Cup (in England)
but he has a long way to go. He
captains so well in international
cricket because he has got Rohit
Sharma, he had MS Dhoni for a
long time,” Gambhir told
reporters on Thursday.
Citing Kohli’s record in the
Indian Premier League, Gambhir
said a skipper’s effectiveness is
tested when you don’t have the

services of several talented players. “Captaincy credentials are
noticed when you are leading a
franchise, when you do not have
other players supporting you,” said
Gambhir, who led Kolkata Knight
Riders to two IPL titles.
“I have been honest whenever I have spoken about this. See
what Rohit Sharma has achieved
for Mumbai Indians, see what
Dhoni has achieved for Chennai
Super Kings. If you compare that
with RCB, the results are there for
everyone to see”, the cricketerturned politician said.
Gambhir also backed limited
overs vice-captain Rohit Sharma
to open the batting in the Test format.
“I think KL Rahul has been
given a longer run. It is time for
Rohit to open the batting in Test
cricket. If you pick him in the
squad, he has to be a part of the
playing XI. If he does not fit your
playing XI, no point in picking
him in the squad of 15 or 16. He
is too good a player to be sitting
on the bench.”
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ormer captain and batting legend Sunil Gavaskar
believes that time has come for Indian cricket
F
to “look beyond Mahendra Singh Dhoni” and invest

JEREMY FINISHES 10TH IN MEN'S 67KG
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in youth going into next year’s World T20 in
Australia.
However, there has been a raging debate on
the options available as Rishabh Pant has
not been able to grab his opportunities.
But he remains Gavaskar’s “top-choice”
going into the marquee event
next year.
Asked if Dhoni should
be picked for the
Bangladesh
tour,
Gavaskar replied in
the negative.
“No, we need to
look
beyond.
Mahendra
Singh
Dhoni at least doesn’t
figure in my team. If you
are talking about the T20
World Cup, I will certainly
think about Rishabh Pant,”
Gavaskar told Aaj Tak.
For Gavaskar, if Pant doesn’t
do well, then Sanju Samson is the
next best option.
“If I need to have an alternate
option, then I will think of Sanju
Samson because Sanju is a good
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A

fter the bosses of the All
India Chess federation
(AICF) virtually ignored his serious corruption charges against
one of their officials, Arjuna
awardee and India’s second
Grandmaster, Dibyendu Barua
has now shot off a letter to
Union Sports minister Kiren
Rijiju urging him to take action
so that “people with conflict of
interest and having done corruption should not hold any post in
sports organisations”.
In his letter to the Sports
minister, Barua has levelled
serious charges of corruption
against Bengal Chess Association
(BCA) secretary, Atanu Lahiri,
who is also members of the
AICF trainer’s committee.
Barua has accused Lahiri of
diverting huge amount of fund
received from the state government to his own chess coaching
company, Global Chess, saying it
was clear case of conflict of interest
“The amount received from
the Government has been used
by the partners of said Global
Chess Foundation mostly for
other purposes, which are contrary to the fulfilment of the
objectives for which the fund is

‘keeper as well as a good batsman.
“If I have to think of the T20 World
Cup, I would think about youth as we need
to look forward. Dhoni has made great contribution to Indian cricket but it’s now time
to look beyond him,” the iconic opener said.
Later on the India Today channel,
Gavaskar said: “I think he (Dhoni) should
be going without being pushed out.”
Dhoni, who is yet to announce his
international retirement, took a twomonth sabbatical from the sport after the
ODI World Cup but the current selection
committee has already indicated that it
doesn’t want to look behind.
However, Pant’s inconsistency and
poor shot-selection is hurting the team’s
interest as head coach Ravi Shastri had
recently pointed out.
Gavaskar, on his part, wants to check
whether the young keeper-batsman is batting at the
correct number.
“What is Rishabh’s position in batting order —
No 4 or 5? Going in to the World T20 in Australia,
we will know his (batting) position better,” Gavaskar
said.
But Gavaskar acknowledged that there will be
scrutiny since he started his international career on
a rousing note.
“The way he (Pant) started his career in Tests,
it was so good and it is obvious that he will be scrutinised. I think whatever is happening is for his good
as he can rectify the mistakes he is making.”

outh Africa’s left-arm wrist spinner Tabraiz Shamsi feels that T20
is a batsmen’s format in which
bowlers like him are there to “spoil
the party”, which the fans come for.
The 29-year-old had decent figures of 1/19 in three overs during
the second T20 International in
Mohali and is now looking forward
to drawing the series level at the
Chinnaswamy Stadium which used
to be his “home ground” a couple
of seasons back. Shamsi used to
play for the local IPL franchise
Royal Challengers Bangalore.
“I feel it puts all the more pressure on the batsman to go out there
and do what people want to see. So
as bowlers, we are just there to spoil
the party and make sure that we
execute our plans well,” Shamsi,
who has played 17 ODIs and 15
T20 Internationals for the Proteas
said.
The third and final T20 is
scheduled to be held here on
Sunday.
“Chinnaswamy is a small stadium and I mean it’s a T20 series, so
people obviously are coming there
to see batsmen hit fours and sixes.
They are not there to see you bowl
a maiden over and that’s what it’s all
about,” he said.
Shamsi’s stint at RCB has helped
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him grow as a cricketer with the
likes of Virat Kohli and Chris Gayle
providing him useful tips.
“Definitely, it helps when you
are around speaking to world-class
players like Virat, Gayle and Shane
Watson. The world of cricket is
shrinking in the sense that everyone is ready to share knowledge,” he
said.
“You will find senior South
African fast bowlers imparting
knowledge to Indian fast bowlers
and vice-versa. Being familiar with
surroundings while playing for
RCB will certainly help,” feels

Shamsi.
South Africa, for a number of
years, had Imran Tahir as their premier wrist spinner and Shamsi
looks at it as a challenge rather than
responsibility to rise to the occasion.
“I don’t see this as an additional responsibility. When Immy
(Tahir’s nickname) was there in the
team, my job was to do what’s best
for the team and obviously with him
not being there, I am the only wrist
spinner in the team.
“But I have not shied away from
challenges and India is another one
of those,” said the burly spinner.

3XUcccSQ^TQ\*2QbeQgbYdUcd_BYZeZe
given. Details of transactions in
the year 2018-19 as has been
available to me, which I believe
to be authentic, is enclosed herewith for your ready reference,” he
said.
Barua also accused Lahiri of
not allowing him to hold an
annual youth tournament and
banning two of India top players,
Grandmaster Sur ya Sekhar
Ganguly and Deep Sen Gupta,
from taking part in Bengal Chess
events.
“Bengal Chess Association
had organised National Team
Championship in February, 2019
at ICCR, Kolkata. Grandmasters
Surya Sekhar Ganguly and Deep
Sengupta, who were participants
in this tournament, had
expressed their discontent on
the quality of organisation of this
event to “Chessbase India”, which
is a leading digital media that
covers chess news in India and
abroad.
In retaliation to this, Mr
Atanu Lahiri had verbally
instructed the Committee members of BCA not to invite these
Grandmasters as Guests to any of

their official tournaments.
Moreover, he had also threatened
the Chessbase India correspondent with dire consequences in
the event he covers any chess
tournament in Bengal, Wrote
Barua.
Lahiri also barred under-9
national girls’ champion Sneha
Haldar from playing in a tournament on disciplinary grounds.
On Barua complaint the

West Bengal government has
banned fund flow to Global
Chess Foundation, but the AICF
has turned deaf ear to Barua’s
demand that Lahiri should be
placed under suspension and
probe held against him.
The AICF did form a threemember committee, which has
issued a directive to Lahiri to
conduct the election of state
chess association in October.

But the committee is silent on
any action against Lahiri.
“Ultimately, in the interest of
Bengal Chess, I had suggested to
the Hon’ble Minister of the concerned department ( West
Bengal) that the project be transferred to B engal Chess
Association from Global Chess
Foundation for better management and transparency.
Accordingly the project has been
transferred,” Barua wrote.
In his letter Barua writes
that when Lahiri leant of Barua’s
meeting with the state minister
and transfer of the chess project
from the Global Chess foundation, he tried to derail — “Chess
For Youth” event.
Organized by Barua’s chess
academy, ‘The Chess For Youth’
is a popular chess tournament in
which nearly 1000 school children take part.
“This year I had requested for
necessary permission as required
from Bengal Chess Association
for organising the 13th edition of
this event on November 2 and 3.
Mr Lahiri had verbally granted
permission and also included

this event in the chess calendar
of BCA. I had also received
event code from AICF after submitting necessary fees,” Barua
wrote.
Barua added that after he
flagged the issue of corruption by
Lahiri and misappropriation of
Govt fund, Lahiri removed the
said tournament from Bengal
Chess Association’s tournament
calendar and also instructed All
India Chess Federation not to
grant permission for the said
event.
“Apprehending my further
resistance to his continuous financial embezzlement, Mr Lahiri
misused his power as Secretary of
Bengal Chess Association in order
to satisfy his personal scores
against me. I am enclosing herewith the exchange of emails
between AICF, Mr Lahiri and
myself regarding this event for
your information,” he wrote.
When contacted for his reaction, Barua told The Pioneer that
he will continue with his crusade
to clean up chess and hoped that
the AICF will take suitable action
to punish Lahiri.

