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QddU^dY_^Q^TUfU^c_]US_TYVYSQdY_^DXY^WcXQfUbUQSXUT
ceSXQ`QccdXQdceSXTUSYcY_^cSQ^^_\_^WUbRU\UVdd_dXU
W__TcU^cU_Ve^YfUbcYdiQedX_bYdYUcdXQdQbUfUbicecSU`dYR\U
d_\_SQ\`_\YdYSQ\`bUccebUc
DXUcUS_^TYcceUdXQd^UUTcc_]UQddU^dY_^YcdXQd_V
`_\YSUU^dbiY^d_dXUSQ]`ec2iS_^fU^dY_^SQ]`ecUc
XQfUdXUYb_g^cUSebYdiQ^T`_\YSUYcTU^YUTU^dbi9^
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xactly a month from now,
E
BJP-ruled Maharashtra and
Haryana will go to polls — the
first election since the Lok
Sabha elections and the
Government’s key decisions
on Article 370 and triple talaq.
While the polls in the two
States will be held on October
21, the counting of votes will be
held on October 24. The term
of
the
288-member
Maharashtra Assembly ends
on November 9 and that of the
90-member Haryana Assembly
expires on November 2. The
dates for Jharkhand Assembly
polls will be announced later.
Faced with a string of highprofile desertions from their
camps to the ruling combine in
Maharashtra, the Congress and
the NCP have joined hands
once again after five years and
have stitched up a seat-sharing
deal in their bid to stop the
BJP-Shiv Sena from returning
to power. But then, the BJP and
the Shiv Sena too have come
together after 2014 to ensure
they retain power.
The two saffron parties
are likely to announce their
seat-sharing deal this week.
The Congress and the NCP had
been in power for three consecutive terms before they
lost to the BJP-Sena combine
in 2014.
In Haryana, the Congress

is exploring a tie-up with the
BSP, which has announced its
intentions to go it alone and is
also cut up with the principal
Opposition party for having
engineered a defection of six of
its MLAs to join its camp in
Rajasthan.
In both the States, the BJP
is expected to espouse the
cause of nationalism among the
masses by pitching its “strong”
decision to abrogate the special
status to Jammu & Kashmir
under Article 370. It would also
point to its another “bold”
decision of banning the triple
talaq practice among Muslims
to reach out to the women from
the minority community.
Soon after the announcement of the poll schedule,
leaders of the ruling coalition
exuded confidence of winning
a second consecutive term in
Maharashtra with Devendra
Fadnavis asserting he will be
back as the Chief Minister. State
BJP chief Chandrakant Patil
said given the response to the
“Mahajanadesh Yatra” of
Fadnavis, the BJP-Shiv Sena
alliance is likely to get more
than 220 seats.
With the BJP taking centre
stage even in the Lok Sabha
polls contested in 2014 and
2019, the Congress’ hold in its
strongholds of Vidarbha,
Marathwada and Mumbai
region has weakened. Similarly,
the NCP is struggling to retain
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he much-awaited by-elecT
tion to the Bijepur Assembly
constituency in Bargarh district

its pocket-borough of western
Maharashtra.
The Shiv Sena has retained
its base in Konkan.
The BJP and the Shiv Sena
had swept the Lok Sabha polls
in the State winning 41 of the

total 48 seats. The NCP and the
Congress won only five seats
among them.
The Congress and the NCP
have decided to contest 125
seats each out of the total 288
seats in the polls.
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would be held on October 21
and counting of votes would be
done on October 24.
Election Commission of
India (ECI) Sunil Arora
announced the by-poll schedule in New Delhi on Saturday.
Notably, the by-poll has
been necessitated after BJD
supremo and Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik vacated the
seat, retaining his old Hinjili
seat in Ganjam district. He had

won the two seats in the last
general elections.
Bypolls to 64 Assembly
seats, including Bijepur, would
be held along with State
Assembly elections in
Maharashtra and Haryana, for
which notifications would be
issued on September 23.
Last date of nominations
will be September 30 followed
by scrutiny on October 1.
Intending candidates will be
allowed to withdraw nominations by October 3. Election
will be held on October 21 and
vote counting on October 24.
Turn to Page 4
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he Gaganyaan mission,
T
India’s first unmanned one,
is very important as it would
boost the science and technology capability of the country,
said Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) Chairman
Dr Kailasavadivoo Sivan at the
8th convocation of the Indian
Institute of Technology,
Bhubaneswar here on Saturday.
He said the ISRO’s next priority is Gaganyaan mission.
“We have set a target of achieving it by December 2020; and
the second unmanned mission
is targeted in July 2021. By
December 2021, an Indian will
first be carried by our own rocket to space”, Dr Sivan informed.
Stating about his various
phases of life, he said, “I never
got what I wanted in my life at
first sight; rather I learnt valuable lessons.” Careers are not
about making basic choices in
life but making the best of
opportunities available for one.

“If something is denied to you,
something bigger is waiting for
you,” he observed.
Addressing the graduating students, Dr Sivan said
three things play vital roles in
life when one rolls up his
sleeves to take up challenges in
the world.
Firstly, fear, which plays a
major role in life. He said people who are afraid would never
make any initiative and will
never take risk in life. Yes, there
is chance that they would fail.

1^hUaXT]SZX[[TS=XWPaXZPPb
bWTaTUdbTSc^\PaahWX\
CR[R¶dSZ\V
^`SZ]V
RaaRcV]ddVZkVU
:07=D=0=30Q
9060CB8=67?DA

olice on Saturday
P
claimed to have cracked
the sensational murder of nurse
Niharika Patra, whose body
was found on the Biluakhai
riverbed at Biridi in
Jagatsinghpur district on
September 17.
Terming the murder as
“preplanned”, police said
Niharika was killed in Cuttack
by her boyfriend Kishore
Anchal alias Raja, who
was arrested on Friday by the
Biridi police.
“The nurse’s boyfriend Raja
had killed Niharika following

an
altercation
between them when
the latter disagreed to
marry him as he was
unemployed,” said
Jagatsinghpur district
Superintendent of
Police R Prakash at a
Press meet here.
Earlier, Raja had called
Niharika from the MM
Medicare nursing home in
Cuttack on September 8 and
taken her to his friend
Sushil Sahu’s house in
Chauliaganj in Cuttack.
Then between 7 pm and 8
pm, he killed Niharika by
throttling here throat,
said the SP.
Later, he stuffed Niharika’s
body in a sack and took it on
a motorcycle to Biridi to
dispose of it.
Turn to Page 4

However, if one doesn’t take
risk, there is a chance of never
achieving anything significant
in life, he said.
Turn to Page 4
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he Chandrayaan-2 orbiter’s
T
ensemble of eight scientific instruments was performing
very well and is expected to
continue its stellar work for
about seven and a half years,
ISRO Chairman K Sivan said
on Saturday.
As the prospects of reestablishing contact with
Chandrayaan-2’s ‘Vikram’ lander have virtually ended after
the conclusion of 14 Earth
days, ISRO said it will take up
a study to ascertain what exactly happened to it.
Sivan told reporters in
Bhubaneshwar, “...First, we have
to understand what exactly
happened to the lander.” He
said the orbiter with eight scientific instruments is doing
very well, adding “each instrument is doing exactly whatever we wanted.
“...Some of the pictures
what we got were excellent and
it is going to do a greater
amount of science (research),”
he added.

ndian-Americans in Houston
are all set to welcome Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
the mega “Howdy, Modi” event
on Sunday, to be attended by
50,000 audience, the largest
gathering ever for an elected
foreign leader visiting the US,
other than the Pope.

The three-hour “Howdy,
Modi!” event in which
President Donald Trump will
join Prime Minister Modi is
being organised at the sprawling NRG Football Stadium,
with an impressive history of
shows that starred Beyonce,
Metallica, U2.
Indian Ambassador Harsh
V Shringla previewed the event

at NRG Stadium, where preparations were in full swing with
over 1,500 volunteers working
round the clock to make it a
memorable event.
Meanwhile, the US and
India are racing to negotiate a
limited trade deal that Trump
Modi can sign at the UNGA in
New York, people familiar with
the talks said.
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s is luck or hard work that gets one ahead in
life? Lots of people out there will tell you that it
is luck. Some may say that it is sheer luck that
got them where they are today. But most would
agree that it is a combination of both — hard work
and luck — in this order. But what would one say
if someone insisted that it was only sheer hard
work that counts?
This is the backdrop of The Zoya Factor.
Weave in a love story around cricket and one has a
winner. Then there is the fact that Sonam K Ahuja
plays characters that are light, fun and sweet to a T.
She knows how to carry herself in any outfit and
look good. Here, she plays a junior copy writer
with an ad agency, thinks she is a loser, hates
cricket but falls in love with the captain of the
Indian team played by Dulquer Salmaan, a
playback singer who predominantly works in
Malayalam cinema. There is bound ot be fun
moments.
Director Abhishek Sharma, also the
screenwriter who has Parmanu: The Story of
Pokhran and Tere Bin Laden, to his credit, has
done a passable job. The good part is that he
doesn’t drag the whole luck versus hard work
debate.
Overall, The Zoya Factor is sweet and has lots
of fun moments to keep one entertained.
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ly. 73. Still rippling in enough
ways to nullify the effect of
wrinkles and eye bags. Seemingly
the last of the sizzling and iconic
Rambo series, The Last Blood is
expectedly reflective and a journey
wrapper for Sly who has dominated
worldwide imagination in his 50-plus
years on the screen as just two
characters: John Rambo and Rocky
Balboa, the latter drawing more
eyeballs if at all a comparison is
made.
As it is reflective so it is
excruciatingly violent too, perhaps to
make maximum impact or maybe
because it showcases a war weary
warrior who knows to strike only
with utmost power. So don’t flinch
when he yanks out a beating heart
after squaring up his legendary blade
on the villain; don’t be surprised if the
atrocities on his kin are unimaginable
despite the very obvious censor cuts;
don’t be surprised that the

S

introspection often takes over the
action which comes in late into the
movie.
Sly is in a self-indulgent but
brooding mood here and jobs like
pulling out people alive from a
tsunami have become routine for
him.
There are relationships that get
honoured, there are scars that keep
getting thrown into the screen
through his walking nightmares and
there are plenty of one liners that are
spoken by his soulful eyes.
Yes Rambo has all along been a
silent type of fighter and words do
not come easy to him.
Here, so engagingly ending the
journey after a young and dishy John
Rambo first launched Hollywood’s
rescue mission with a bandana, a bow
and arrow and lots and lots of
rippling muscles showcasing the
signature vest, an aged John talks
more than he has in all the four films
put together over a period of more
than three decades.
But you forgive the verbal
intrusion for his is Sly — Old,
introspective, lonely, traumatised and
yet the ultimate defender.
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hile it is absolutely wrong to compare
one actor with another, more so, if that
actor happens to be a star kid, but the
truth is that there is no hall pass even if you are a
third generation actor. Add to that mix the fact
that your grandfather has some great movies to
his credit — Sholay, Blackmail, Dharam Veer and
°BWP[X]XBPZbT]P Yadoon Ki Baaraat to name just a few — it comes
even tougher to prove your worth in the first
attempt.
Pal Pal Dil ke Paas (PPDKP) that marks the
debut of Karan Deol, Sunny Deol’s son,
unfortunately fails to make the ripples that one
would expect from the son of an actor who made
quite an impression with Betaab which released
in 1983. The problem with PPDKP is not that
this Deol kid can’t emote and his dialogue
delivery falls flat; the issue is not that he doesn’t
have dhai kilo ka haath, not that he doesn’t land
a few punches that need a mention here; the
problem with this movie is the storyline.
Sunny Deol, who is also the director here,
needed to launch his son with a storyline that
was fresh like the two leads who make their
entry in the industry.
Therefore, this star kid has miles to go before
he can even make a ripple. Better luck next time!
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new shows and movie
premieres. The channel
unveiled its refreshed identity
with its first original show The
Love Laugh Live Show.
Vivek
Srivastava,
President — Strategy and
Business Head, English
Entertainment Cluster says
that this refreshed identity of
Romedy Now will the reenergised content to offer
viewers an unparalleled and
complete
English
Entertainment viewing
experience. “The Love Laugh
Live Show marks our debut in

originals and will explore
various categories across
travel, food, beauty and
lifestyle, bringing two exciting
shows a quarter to the
viewers,” he adds.
Though there are more
remakes and adaptations of
foreign shows, the number of
original English content
remains very low. Srivastava
has a take on this. “The reason
why makers don’t risk making
more original English
language shows is because of
the diverse Indian audience. It
will be very odd to see a show
in which all the characters
speak English. Therefore, they
prefer making shows with a
pinch of Hindi in it. It is to
retain the traditional element
and connectivity with the
audience. Also, if we are
making a show for the
premium households than
English can be dominant in
that but if we are making a
show for the mass households
then Hindi or regional
languages have to be there,” he

says.
There is a reason why
English channels are not
bringing in the latest shows
that air in the US. “We are
bringing the latest shows as
well but unfortunately what
we remember are the
evergreen shows. Also it takes
a lot of time for the foreign
shows to get registered in
India. But yes, at this point of
time, the classic works better
than the new shows,”
Srivastava tells you.
The market penetration
for these shows at present is
the Tier-I cities but this is
about to change. “We are now
planning to penetrate into
Tier-II and III cities as well,”
he says.
But, will they work as
good as in Tier-I cities? “If a
film like The Lion King can do
so well in the Tier-II and -III
cities, then I see no reason that
these shows will not do good
in them. The audience is
changing and is opening up
for newer content. I believe
they will do better,” he tells
you.
And this latest fad for the
English entertainment content
is not going to end anytime
soon. “English entertainment
has long way to go. We are the
second largest English
speaking country with about
10 per cent English speaking
population, which means the
language is set to grow. The
choice of content has become
far more global and the
audience will start consuming
this content at a greater rate
soon.
“Apart from the English
channels which have been
promoting the English content
aggressively from the past few
years, there are some digital
mediums too that are coming
up with English content and
is changing their entire
offering on the basis of some
of the English shows. This in
itself is an indicator that
English content is here to
stay,” he tells you.
The Love Laugh Live Show
airs every Saturday at 9 pm.

BcP]Sd_B_TRXP[Qh6d_cPYX
ET]dT)=2D80dSXc^aXd\"BXaX8]bcXcdcX^]P[0aTP1[^RZ0=X_RRS2P\_db
7Pdi:WPb=Tf3T[WX
3PcT)BT_cT\QTa!!! (
CX\T)'_\^]fPaSb
daUPe^daXcT6d_cP9XXbQPRZc^cXRZ[T^daUd]]hQ^]TbfXcWWXb]TfR^\TSh
b_TRXP[:PPUX FX[S 7PX0__dae6d_cP_^_d[Pa[hZ]^f]Pb6d_cPYX WPb
QTR^\TPaPVTP\^]VbccWTh^dcWP]SWXbU^daQPRZc^QPRZbd_TaWXcb^[^
bW^fbPaTPcTbcP\T]cc^cWPc=^c^]Tc^QPbZX]cWT
bdRRTbbU^aeTah[^]V0__daeWPbP[aTPSh\^eTS^]c^WXb
]TgcR^\TShb_TRXP[:PPUXFX[S7PX
CWTbW^ffX[[UTPcdaT0__daeX]WXbbXV]PcdaTPePcPa
6d_cPYX fW^]PaaPcTbb^\T^UWXbUPe^daXcT
bc^aXTb4PRWbc^ahWPbPfX[SRWPaPRcTafWXRW
\PZTbcWT_a^RTTSX]VbUd]P]SX]cTaTbcX]VCWT
Radg^UcWTbc^ahfX[[aTe^[eTPa^d]ScWXbfX[S
RWPaPRcTafWXRWfX[[QT_^acaPhTSQh6d_cPYX
QdcX]TeTahbc^ahPb[dRZf^d[SWPeTXcWT
T]Sbd_cT[[X]Vb^\T^]TT[bT:PPUXFX[S7PX
0__daefW^XbP]T]VX]TTacda]TS
R^\TSXP]WPbP[fPhbRaTPcTSaT[PcPQ[T
R^]cT]cfWXRWbcaXZTbPRW^aSfXcWWXb
PdSXT]RTP]ScWPcWPbR^]caXQdcTS
X\\T]bT[hc^WXbTeTaVa^fX]V
_^_d[PaXch7Xb_aTeX^dbPRcb
0__daEXTfAT[PcX^]bWX_^a
AT[PcX^]BWXc;PdVWfXcWP]4]VX]TTa
P]S1Tbc^U6d_cP9XWPeTQTT]WdVTWXcb
fXcWcWTPdSXT]RTbP]S:PPUXFX[S7PX
_a^\XbTbc^QTP]^cWTa[PdVWcTaaX^c
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PccT\_cc^_a^cTRcWXbb^]
d]RWPaPRcTaXbcXRP[[h^QbcadRcbYdbcXRTc^
R^eTad_cWTcadcW
B_TPZX]VPQ^dcWXba^[T9X\\h
BWTXaVX[[bPhb)°<ha^[TX]H^da7^]^a cPZTb
PRWP]RTfXcWWXb^f]aTP[XchcWTbdQbcP]RT
^UcWTbc^ahXbfWPcR^]eX]RTS\Tc^cPZTd_
cWT_PacCWT[T]VcWP]X]SXeXSdP[RP]V^
Qda]X]VP[[cWTQaXSVTbP]S_aX]RX_[TbU^acWT
^]TbWT[^eTbXbcad[hR^\_T[[X]V8\V[PS
cWPc8P\P_Pac^UcWXbbW^ffXcW0__[PdbT
4]cTacPX]\T]c±

FXcW:PcaX]P[^bX]VWTaY^Qc^^PUcTa
BP\P]cWPbfa^]VUd[cTa\X]PcX^]7PaeTh
P]S;^dXbfX[[V^c^P]hTgcT]cU^a5PhTc^
[TPeTcWTXaUXa\P[^]TTeT]XUXc\TP]bV^X]V
d_PVPX]bc<XZTWX\bT[UX]R^dacD]PfPaT
^UcWTXaX]cT]cX^]b<XZTXbRTacPX]c^V^P[[
^dcX]cWT]TgcR^dacWTPaX]VPUcTaWPeX]V
aTRTXeTSPbdQ_^T]PUa^\7PaeThWX\bT[UXc
aT\PX]bc^QTbTT]W^f\P]h\TcP_W^aXRP[
RPbdP[cXTbXcfX[[cPZTU^a5PhTc^UX]P[[hQT
bW^f]cWTS^^a0ccWXb_^X]cfTPaT]^c
TeT]bdaTXUbWTfX[[W^[Sd_WTaT]S^UcWT
QPaVPX]
CWTbTaXTbUX]P[TP[b^cTPbTb]^c^]T
Qdccf^fTSSX]VbFWX[T;^dXbP]SBWTX[P
PaTUX]P[[hd]XcTS3PaeThUP]b\XVWcYdbc
WPeTV^cfWPccWTheTQTT]TPVTa[hPfPXcX]V
Pb7PaeThSXbR^eTabWXb\^cWTabd]bT]c
[TccTaR^]cPX]X]VWXbVaP]S\^cWTabaX]VP]S
PWX]ccWPc3^]]PWPbP[fPhbQTT]WXbVXa[
FX[[cWTSaTP\cTP\QTPQ[Tc^Y^X]
U^aRTb^afX[[XcP[[R^\TRaPbWX]VS^f].
2PcRWcWTBdXcb BTaXTb5X]P[TTgR[dbXeT[hX]
8]SXP^]2^[^ab8]UX]Xch^]!$cWBT_cT\QTa
! (Pc !_\
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FRQWHQWDVZHOODVUHPDNHVRIFODVVLFVKRZV
rom the adaptation of
Hollywood shows like
Hostages, 24 to remakes
like The Office, the foreign
content which once didn’t
have many takers, now makes
for an interesting watch for
the audience. So much so
that the producers are in no
mood to stop experimenting
or getting inspired from the
Hollywood series even though
we have been watching Indian
versions of the Hollywood
films for quite some time
now. But, the trend of
remaking shows for TV is
new.
To add value to content,
Romedy Now, a part of The
Times Network which have
channels like Movies Now,
MN+, has gone through a
refreshed brand identity with
the introduction of originals,

ET]dT)CWT8aXbW7^dbT=TWad
?[PRT=^XSP
3PcT)CX[[BT_cT\QTa!!! (
CX\T) !]^^]c^ P\
2^bc)C #U^acf^
c³bcX\Tc^RT[TQaPcTcWT
QXVVTbcQTTaUTbcXeP[^UcWT
hTPa>Zc^QTaUTbc4g_TaXT]RT
cWT6Ta\P]QTTaUTbcaXVWcWTaT
X]3T[WXP]S=^XSPPcCWT8aXbW
7^dbTfXcWRdaPcTSQTTa^UUTab
6Ta\P]X]b_XaTSU^^SUd]
SaX]ZX]VVP\TbP]SPUTbcXeT
eXQTP[[cWa^dVW
>Zc^QTaUTbcXbP[[PQ^dc
QTTaP]Sc^VXeTh^dcWTaXVWceXQT^UXcCWT8aXbW7^dbTWPbRdaPcTSb^\TRaPih
QTTaSTP[b^]S^\TbcXRX\_^acTS_X]cbRaPUcSaPdVWcQTTab6Tch^da
UPe^daXcTS^\TbcXRX\_^acTSQTTa_X]cbPcbcTP[_aXRTbP[[cWa^dVWcWTUTbcXeT
bTPb^]6aPQh^daQdRZTc^UP]hcWaTTS^\TbcXR_X]cbPcYdbcC#($fXcWP
ePaXTch^U^_cX^]bc^RW^^bTUa^\:X]VUXbWTa:X]VUXbWTaD[caP7TX]TZT]
1dSfTXbTa1XaPBX\QP2Pa[bQTaVCdQ^aV1dRZTcb^UP]h"X\_^acTS_X]cb
^UQaP]Sb[XZTB^[:a^]T]Q^daV2^a^]P4gcaP7^TVPPaST]BcT[[P0ac^Xb
7^__Ta:PcX?PcP]VPaTP[[PePX[PQ[TPcC(($
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2[^bT^]cWTWTT[b^UbdRRTbbUd[SaP\P
bTaXTb[XZT2aX\X]P[9dbcXRT2Xch^U3aTP\b
P]S7^bcPVTb0__[PdbT4]cTacPX]\T]c
P]]^d]RTScWTR^\_[TcX^]^UcWTXa[PcTbc
SaP\PcWaX[[TaH^da7^]^aCWT^aXVX]P[
8baPT[XbTaXTbfPbRaTPcTSQhA^]=X]X^P]S
BW[^\^<PbWXPRWP]SSXbcaXQdcTSQhHTb
BcdSX^b?a^SdRTSU^a0__[PdbT
4]cTacPX]\T]cQhB_WTaT^aXVX]bcWTbTaXTb
XbWTPS[X]TSX]8]SXPQh9X\\hBWTXaVX[[
3PaZVaX__X]VP]S\^aP[[hR^\_[Tg
H^da7^]^a XbbTcX];dSWXP]P?d]YPQ8c
cT[[bcWTbc^ah^U1XbWP]:W^b[P9X\\h
BWTXaVX[[PaTb_TRcTSRXaRdXcR^dacYdSVT
Z]^f]U^aWXbd]R^\_a^\XbX]VW^]Tbch
P]S^]cWTRdb_^UPQXV_a^\^cX^]0UcTa
WXbca^dQ[TScTT]PVTSb^]0QTTa:W^b[P
?d[ZXc<PZ^[XbX]e^[eTSX]PWXcP]Sad]
PRRXST]c1XbWP]XbPQ^dcc^cda]0QTTaX]c^
cWT_^[XRTfWT]WT[TPa]bfW^cWTPRRXST]c
eXRcX\XbFWPcWP__T]b]TgcXbPSXbcdaQX]V
S^f]fPaSb_XaP[^UTeT]cbPb1XbWP]X]WXb

CWTcWaTTSP__Ta\T]^]3P]RT
3TTfP]T fX[[cPZT^eTacWTbcPVTfXcWcWTXa
f^^X]VPRcBWPbWP]Z:WPXcP]0aYd]1XY[P]X
P]SCdbWPa:P[XPfX[[QTbTT]S^X]V
b^\TcWX]VcWPcfX[[bTc]TfbcP]SPaSbU^a
cWTaTP[XchbW^fbCWTh^d]VcP[T]cTSP]S
b_^acX]V\T]fX[[bTccWTbcPVT^]UXaTfXcW
cWTXabcd]]X]VP]SQaTPcWcPZX]V\^eTb
fWX[T_TaU^a\X]VPa^d]SP_^[T^]cWT
1^[[hf^^SSP]RT]d\QTaBPPZXBPPZX
8cb^WP__T]TScWPc^]T^UcWT
R^]cTbcP]cb:P[_XcP³bQaTPcWcPZX]V

aTeTaQP]S\XgX]Vc^\PZTXcbTT\[XZTcWT
PdSX^Xb\^eX]VX]PRXaR[TPa^d]Sh^dCWXb
Tg_TaXT]RTRP]^][hQTPRWXTeTSQhfTPaX]V
WTPS_W^]TbP]SRaTPcTbcWTX[[dbX^]^UP
"%STVaTTb_PRTCWT\PZTabWPeTRW^bT]
cWXbb_TRXP[PdSX^cTRW]^[^Vhc^WTXVWcT]
cWTST[XVWcUPRc^aP\^]VbcPdSXT]RTbP[[
^eTaPbcWThST[eTX]c^cWTd]bTT]bc^ah
RP_T^UcWTcf^7X]SdSTXcXTb
0UcTaT]Y^hX]VPRRTbbc^BcPabW^fb
QTU^aTCEPc%0<U^acWTUXabccX\T7^cbcPa
E8?dbTabRP]RPcRWP]TgR[dbXeT_aTeXTf^U
cWT\dRWPfPXcTSbW^f=P\PWCWTUXabc
T_Xb^ST^UcWT\hcW^[^VXRP[\PV]d\^_db
Xb]^fbcaTP\X]V^]7^cbcPaE8?SPhb
QTU^aTXcbCE_aT\XTaTCWTbcPabcdSSTS
\PV]d\^_dbUTPcdaTbEXZPb<P]PZcP[P
BPeXCWPZda2WWPeX?P]SThP]SHdZcX
:P_^^a*P]S_a^\XbTbc^QTPeXbdP[caTPc
U^aeXTfTab
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_TaU^a\P]RTR^d[S]³cZTT_0aYd]Ua^\
\PZX]VcWTR^]cT\_^aPahZX]VCdbWPaPSS
WXb^^\_Wc^cWT\^\T]c7TPbZTS
CdbWPac^cahb^\T\^eTb^]cWT_^[TQdc
PbbTR^]Sb_PbbTS0aYd]1XY[P]XP]S
BWPbWP]Z:WPXcP]c^^TgRXcTS[hY^X]TSWX\
bTP\[Tbb[hb[XSX]VcWTXafPhPa^d]ScWT
_^[T\PZX]VXcPeXbdP[caTPc

B>=D;4=3B78BE>8245>A'3CA02:

BcPa?[dbXbP[[bTcc^cPZTPdSXT]RTb^]
PcaX_^UcWT]TeTaWTPaScP[T^UUaXT]SbWX_^U
cf^d]X`dTT]cXcXTbP]SSXeX]XcXTbcWTcf^
V^SbUa^\7X]Sd\hcW^[^Vh¯BWXePP]S
EXbW]dCWXbXbcWTUXabccX\TTeTaX]cWT
WXbc^ah^UcT[TeXbX^]fWTaTPbW^ffX[[
]PaaPcTcWTcP[Tb^UUaXT]SbWX_QTcfTT]cWT
cf^6^SbP]ScWTaTQh\PX]cPX]]PcdaT³b
QP[P]RT
FXcWcWXbd]X`dT_a^_^bXcX^]BcPa?[db
bTcb]Tf]^cTb^USTe^cX^]fXcWQTPdcXUd['3
aT]SXcX^]b^UcWaTTcf^QTPdcXUd[caPRZb
STSXRPcTSc^BWXePEXbW]d:]^f]c^VXeT
\hcW^[^VhPaTUaTbWX]VP]V[TcWTRWP]]T[
WPbPbb^RXPcTSfXcWB^]d=XVP\c^[T]SWXb
e^XRTU^acWTcaPRZCWTb^]VWPbQTT]
RaPUcTSQTPdcXUd[[hfXcWb^d[Ud[[haXRbP]S
fW^QTccTacWP]B^]d=XVP\c^bX]VU^a
;^aSEXbW]dCWTcaPRZWPbQTT]R^\_^bTS
Qh?d]TTc3XgXcfW^WPbRaTPcTS\d[cX_[T
b^]VbU^aePaX^dbcT[TeXbX^]bW^fbCWXbXb
P[b^cWTUXabccX\TB^]d=XVP\WPb
aTR^aSTSP'3PdSX^caPRZ'3PdSX^Xb
TbbT]cXP[[hP]TUUTRcP__[XTSc^PbcTaT^caPRZ
fWTaTb^]VbWPeTQTT]TSXcTSfXcWb_TRXP[

0RcaTbbBP]VTTcP:P_daTfW^Xb
aTRT]c[hQTX]VbTT]X]cWT_^_d[PacT[TeXbX^]
bW^fHTWAXbWcTh7PX]?hPPa:T TbbPhX]V
cWTa^[T^U=XSWXAPYeP]bWXbQTX]V[^eTSQh
cWTPdSXT]RT1TbXSTbWTa[^eTU^aWTaf^aZ
BP]VTTcPXbP[b^STT_[hX][^eTfXcW
b^\T^]TT[bTFT[[QTU^aTh^dVdTbb[Tc
dbcT[[h^dXcXbWTa_TcS^VBPaa^f
BP]VTTcP³b_TcBPaa^fXbfXcWWTabX]RT
XcfPb[TbbcWP]P\^]cWCWTPRcaTbbWPb
bWPaTSP_XRcdaT^UWTaS^V^]b^RXP[\TSXP
fWXRWfPbPS^aTSQhcWT]TcXiT]bP]SP[b^
WTaUaXT]SbUa^\cWTX]SdbcahBPaa^fV^c
]^cXRTSQhcWT_a^SdRcX^]W^dbTP]SV^c
R^]]TRcTSfXcWBP]VTTcPc^RPbcWTa3^VX]
P]d_R^\X]VbTaXP[FWTaTBPaa^ff^d[SQT
_[PhX]VcWTQTbcUaXT]S^UcWT[TPSCWT
^eTaP[[R^]RT_c^UcWTcT[TeXbX^]bW^ffPb
QPbTS^]cWTUaXT]SbWX_QTcfTT]PVdhP]S
WXb_Tc7^fTeTaBP]VTTcP[^eTScWT
R^]RT_cQdcPccWTbP\TcX\TbWTfPbeTah
f^aaXTSPQ^dcWTa3^VVhQTRPdbT^UcWTbTc
[XVWcbcWT[XVWcbPaTb^_^fTaUd[cWPcXcRP]
PUUTRccWTThTb^UP]X\P[bP]SXcf^d[SQT
eTahcXaX]VPbBP]VTTcP³b_TcXb'hTPab^[S
]^fQTRPdbT^UcWXb_a^Q[T\bWTbPXS]^c^
cWT_a^SdRcX^]W^dbT
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he Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) late on
T
Thursday night managed to
nab one of the key accused
involved in the sensational
killing of Australian missionary
Graham Staines and his two
sons in 1999.
A team of CBI sleuths from

Kolkata arrested the accused
Budhhadeb Nayak (45) from
his house at Nischitapur village
under the Thakurmunda police
station in Mayurbhanj district.
Nayak was one of the close
associates of the main accused
Dara Singh.
The investigating agency
team conducted a raid at
Nayak’s house after getting
reliable inputs about his presence there. His arrest came to
light after he was brought to the
Thakurmunda Community
Health Centre (CHC) for a

health checkup.
Later, Nayak was taken to
the Regional Office of the CBI in
Bhubaneswar for interrogation.
Staines and his two minor
sons had been burnt to death
on January 22, 1999 by a
Bajrang Dal mob while they
were sleeping in their vehicle at
Manoharpur village in
Keonjhar district.
The infamous incident had
drawn international media
attention.
While a total of 18 people,
including Dara Singh, were

1WdQP]TbfPa)EXRT?aTbXST]c<ET]ZPXPW
=PXSdXbbRWTSd[TSc^eXbXcWTaT^]>Rc^QTa%
7Tf^d[SPccT]ScWTR^]R[dSX]VRTaT\^]h^U
cWT"(cWF^a[S2^]VaTbb^U?^TcbPccWT:88C
PbRWXTUVdTbcCWTUXeTSPh_^TcahUTbcXeP[fX[[
R^\\T]RT^]>Rc^QTa!CWT]=PXSdXbP[b^
bRWTSd[TSc^bcPhPccWTAPY1WPeP]WTaTU^aP
fWX[TSdaX]VfWXRWWTf^d[S\TTcT\X]T]c
_Tab^]P[XcXTbP]S_^[XcXRXP]b7Tf^d[SaTcda]c^=Tf3T[WXX]cWT
TeT]X]V

arrested for their involvement
in the crime, Nayak, who was
one of the most wanted in the
case, was on the run following
the incident.
In 2003, a designated CBI
court in Bhubaneswar had sentenced Dara Singh to
death and 12 others to life
imprisonment.
However, the Orissa High
Court commuted Singh’s death
sentence to life imprisonment
in 2005. In 2011, the Supreme
Court upheld the High Court’s
judgement.
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he Special Task Force (STF)
of the Crime Branch on
T
Saturday arrested a Havildar

?=BQ 2DCC02:

hief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Saturday laid
C
foundation-stone for a 300-bed
Sri Sri College of Ayurvedic
Science and Research Hospital
in the premises of the Sri Sri
University here. University
founder Sri Sri Ravi Shankar
was present, among other dignitaries.
Stating that Ayurveda, a

5,000-year-old traditional healing science, has become the
new trend all over, Patnaik
announced that a new
AYUSH hospital will also be
established in Dhenkanal soon.
He added the State
Government has recognised
Ayur veda, Unani and
Homoeopathy systems of medicine as viable complementing
methods of healthcare since
long. About 800 Ayurvedic

clinics and five hospitals are
functioning in the State now, he
informed.
“The growth of health
institutions in Odisha can substantially improve wellness,
provide better health services
and promote health tourism. I
hope both public and private
initiatives will go a long way in
realising the dream of Healthy
Odisha, Happy Odisha,”
Patnaik added.

posted at the Bicharganj police
outpost in Baleswar town for
his alleged link with a notorious drug peddler.
Two days ago, the Havildar
Ranjan Sahu had been suspended from his service by the
district SP following the allegations.
However,
Constable
Pradeep Dey, who is also an
accused in this connection, is
absconding. The duo allegedly tipped off the drug peddler
SK Raja minutes before conducting a raid. Raja was nabbed
on September 15. Raja was produced before the District and
Sessions Judge Court, from

S Cf^SPhbPV^cWT7PeX[SPa
AP]YP]BPWdWPSQTT]
bdb_T]STSUa^\WXbbTaeXRTQh
cWTSXbcaXRcB?U^[[^fX]VcWT
P[[TVPcX^]b
S =^cPQ[hAPYPWPSSXaTRcR^]cPRc
fXcWSadV\PUXPX]1P]V[PSTbW
BTeTaP[RaX\X]P[RPbTb
X]R[dSX]VTgc^acX^]P]SUXaX]V
PaT_T]SX]VPVPX]bcWX\Pc
SXUUTaT]c_^[XRTbcPcX^]bPRa^bb
cWTBcPcT
S >]BT_cT\QTa $PBC5cTP\
WPSPaaTbcTSAPYPUa^\
?PS\P_dad]STacWT:WP]SPVXaX
_^[XRTbcPcX^]X]1WdQP]TbfPa

where he was sent to jail.
Notably, Raja had direct
contact with drug mafia in
Bangladesh. Several criminal
cases, including extortion and
firing, are pending against him
at different police stations
across the State. On September
15, a STF team had arrested Raja
from Padmapur under the
Khandagiri police station in
Bhubaneswar. The cops had
also seized cash of Rs 1 lakh, a
pistol, six mobile phones and
ATM cards from his possession.

8]1WPSaPZ) <P]
VTcb haYPX[cTa\
U^aaP_X]V\X]^a
BHADRAK: A special
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Court
on Saturday awarded 10 years’
imprisonment to a man for raping a minor girl in Bhadrak district in September 2013.
The court pronounced the
sentence after convicting Sapan
Parida alias Rabindra of
Paikasahi village under the
Dhamra Marine police station
under Section 4 of the POCSO
Act and Section 376 (2) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC).
As per the complaint,
Sapan and his associate Ranjan
Parida had forcibly entered
the girl’s house when her family members were away on
September 24, 2013 and raped
her. After the girl narrated the
incident to her family members, her father filed a complaint at the Dhamra Marine
police station next day.
Based on the complaint,
police arrested Sapan and
Ranjan. However, Ranjan was
released on bail a few days later.
The court acquitted Ranjan
due to lack of evidence while
sentencing Sapan.
PNS
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disha Mining Corporation
(OMC) was conferred was
conferred with the “Best Practice
in CSR” award at the 18th Asia
Pacific HRM Congress and the
Zee Business National CSR
Leadership Award for overall
excellence in CSR at a programme
held in Bangalore recently.
The OMC’s social and human
dimension is now visible due to its
growing CSR spending goes

?=BQ 17D10=4BF0A

raffic movement on a busy
road in Bhubaneswar came
T
to grinding halt for a while
when two young girls in inebriated conditions created nuisance causing trouble for police
in managing the situation.
However, the Lingaraj
police later detained the girls,
who reportedly hailed from
West Bengal.
Sources said the girls were
travelling by a car on the

,Q$QJXO7ZR
GLHFULWLFDO
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head-on collision between
a truck and an auto-rickA
shaw claimed lives of two
women and left four other
persons critically injured near
Naikanali under the Samal
police station in Angul district
on Saturday.
The deceased were identified as Shanti Behera and
Golap Behera of Bhejia village
under the Parjang police station in the district.
The auto-rickshaw was on
its way from Pitiri from
Khamar when a speeding truck
hit it. The impact of the collision was so severe that the two
women died at the spot.
Being informed, police
reached the spot, rescued the
injured and rushed them to a
hospital and sent the dead
bodies for postmortem.
Tension prevailed in the area as
irate locals blocked the road
demanding compensation for
the families of the deceased.

Kapileswar road and later
parked the vehicle in the middle of the street. As commuters
protested against the act of the
girls, who were reportedly
drunk, they created a ruckus on
the road.
Getting information, the
Lingaraj police rushed to the
spot, detained the girls
and took them to custody for
questioning.
The cops also seized liquor
bottles and cigarette packets
from their car.

beyond mandated 2 per cent
norm, and the difference it makes
to the lives of the people.
Among many activities, the
corporation has established some
Adarsh Vidyalayas and created
healthcare facilities and contributed to making ODF villages
in the mining region under its
CSR programme.
Recently, the OMC contributed
Rs 100 crore to Chief Ministers’
Relief Fund for restoration in the
aftermath of Cyclone Fani.

BHUBANESWAR: Seven-yearold elephant ‘Gauri’, which was
ailing from herpes virus infection died at Nandankanan
Zoological Park on Friday night.
With this, four elephants
have died in the zoo in the past
one month much to the chagrin
of wildlife lovers and environmentalists. With the death of
Gauri, there are only four more

female elephants left at the zoo.
The death of the jumbos has rattled the zoo authorities as it was
the second death of an elephant
in the last 48 hours.
Earlier on September 15,
‘Chandan’, the only male elephant, had died; and on August
25, female elephant ‘Julie’ had
died. ‘Kamala’ died on Thursday
due to suspected herpes virus

infection. While the suspected
virus continued to claim lives of
elephants, another elephant was
put in isolation on Saturday. The
baby elephant ‘Mama’ was shifted to the isolation ward for
intensive treatment, said
Nandankanan Director-inCharge Shashi Paul. A high-level
meeting was convened to tackle the spread of infection. PNS
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man on Saturday attempted self-immolation in front
of Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik’s residence here alleging police inaction in a case.
Security personnel deployed at
the Naveen Niwas foiled his
attempt while he was trying to
pour petrol on his body.
Raghunath Ojha (38), a
resident of Pahanga village
under the Niali police limits in
Cuttack district, had lodged a
complaint with the Niali police
following a murderous attack on him by
a group of people of
his village on
September 1.
Before filing the
complaint, he was
sent to a hospital in
Niali and later shifted to the SCB
Medical College

A

?0;0B8=64A=0A>CC0<?0BB4B0F0H

:W^aSWP)=^cTS?P[PbX]VTa=Pa^ccP\
<^WP_PcaP_PbbTSPfPhPcWXbaTbXST]RTPc
:P]cPQPSPeX[[PVTd]STa1TVd]XPQ[^RZX]
:W^aSWPSXbcaXRc^]5aXSPh7TfPb'(
<^WP_PcaPTPa]TSPUP\T^U°6PhPZBP\aPc±
U^aWXbd]X`dTfPh^U?P[P_aTbT]cPcX^]7T
WPS_TaU^a\TS?P[PPcX]]d\TaPQ[T_[PRTbX]
P]S^dcbXSTcWTBcPcT7TfPbPaTR^V]XbTS
?P[PbX]VTaPc08AP]S3^^aSPabWP]7Xb
SPdVWcTa<P]^Y<P]YPaX<PWP_caPP]Sb^]4a<P]^aP]YP]<^WP_PcaP
fTaT_aTbT]cPcWXbSTPcWQTS7XbQ^ShfPbRaT\PcTSPccWT
BfPaVPSfPaX]?daX

??C5;06B>55BF0277C0A0C7

?PaPSX_)0b_Pac^UcWT^]V^X]V°BfPRWWcP7XBTfP±P]S°BfPRWWcP
?PZWfPSP±^QbTaePcX^]bP°BfPRWWPcPAPcW±fPbU[PVVTS^UUQh??C
2WPXa\P]AX]ZTbWA^hUa^\cWT??C0S\X]XbcaPcXeT1dX[SX]V_aT\XbTb
c^RaTPcTPfPaT]TbbPQ^dcR[TP][X]TbbWhVXT]TP]SbP]XcPcX^]P\^]V
ST]XiT]bX]cWT[^RP[XchP]S\^cXePcTcWT\c^bWd]dbT^UbX]V[TdbT
_[PbcXRX]cWTXaSPhc^SPh[XUTCWTAPcWfX[[\^eTPa^d]ScWT_^ac
c^f]bWX_U^aUXeTSPhb

42^A7>;3B42>C>DA5>AF><4=4<?;>H44B

1WdQP]TbfPa)
CWT4Pbc2^Pbc
APX[fPh
42^A
R^]SdRcTSP
cf^SPhTR^
c^da
_a^VaP\\T
fWTaT"
f^\T]
T\_[^hTTb
eXbXcTS
CPaPcPaX]X
6^_P[_daCP_cP_P]XP]S1dSSWXbc<^]PbcTah¯ITTaP]VPc
2WP]SaPVXaXd]STacWT2T]caP[BcPUU1T]TUXc5d]S42^A?aX]RX_P[2WXTU
?Tab^]]T[>UUXRTa?2=PhPZX]PdVdaPcTScWT_a^VaP\\TPcAPX[BPSP]
WTaTCWT_a^VaP\\TfPbR^]SdRcTSfXcWP]PX\c^Pe^XSUXaTf^^S
P]SdbTP[cTa]PcXeTUdT[SXbR^daPVTRP\_UXaTbP]ST]R^daPVTRP\_
Ud]P]SPe^XS[XccTaX]V_[PbcXRX]fX[S[XUTWPQXcPcPaTPb

8Ub`UcfYbec*>µ[Q^Q^RQRiZe]R_ 8=C4A=0C8>=0;2>0BC0;2;40=D?30H
`edY^Yc_\QdY_^ 0b##cWTT[T_WP]cSSXTbXX]PP\\^]cW <PbbXeTQTPRWR[TP]X]VSaXeTWT[SX]?daX

:LGRZKDFNHGWR
>R_ReeV^aed
dV]WZ^^`]ReZ`_ GHDWKLQ3DOODKDUD
SVW`cV4>Y`fdV
3ROLFHLQDFWLRQ
LQFDVHRIDWWDFN
RQKLPDOOHJHG

1WdQP]TbfPa)?aPSTbW2^]VaTbb2^\\XccTT_aTbXST]c=XaP]YP]
?Pc]PXZ^]BPcdaSPhU^a\TSPbXg\T\QTaUPRcUX]SX]VcTP\d]STacWT
RWPXa\P]bWX_^U_Pach[TPSTaBXeP]P]SPAPhaTVPaSX]VcWT\daSTa^U
]dabT=XWPaXZP?PcaPCWTcTP\³b^cWTa\T\QTabPaT1XYPhP[Pg\X
BPW^^1P]SXcP?PaXSPAPbW\X<^WP_PcaP=XbWXZP]cP?P]SPP]S
9X]TbW3PbfW^f^d[SeXbXccWTb_^ceTahb^^]P]SaT_^acc^cWT?22
RWXTU

Hospital in Cuttack for treatment when he approached the
police for action against his
assailants. But police allegedly
did not heed his plea.
“I was attacked by six persons of my village over some
reason. Even after 21 days of
the complaint, the police are yet
to initiate probe. I approached
Adaspur SDPO, Cuttack SP
(Rural) and senior police officers seeking action in the case,
but my grievance is still
unheard,” said Ojha.
“I and my family have been
receiving death threats from the
offenders. With no option left,
I decided to end life by setting
myself on fire in front of Naveen
Niwas instead of being murdered by culprits,” he added.

18B7=D?1474A0Q
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32-year-old widow was
brutally killed and even her
A
body was cut to pieces by the
accused as she rejected her proposal to love and marry him.
The deceased was identified
as Gubei Kunkal of Solda village
under Pallahara police station.
The accused Subedar Soren
(38) who is her neighbour
hacked her to death with an axe.
According to sources,
Soren was repeatedly
approaching Gubeito marry
her and stay in her house, but
the widow rejected all the time.
On Friday evening while Gubei
was in front of her house,
Soren in a fit of rage suddenly
attacked her with an axe. As a
result, she collapsed and the
accused went on cutting the
body into pieces.
Whena neighbour tried to
protest him, the accused
became went berserk and ran
to kill him as well. Later, when
the villagers assembled, the
accused fled.
On being informed by villagers, SDPO Jasobanta Samal,

1^[[hf^^SPRc^aEXShdc9P\\fP[Y^X]b
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assive beach cleanup
drives involving
M
thousands of volunteers
were undertaken at different locations in Puri
district on the occasion of
the International Coastal
Cleanup Day (ICCD) on
Saturday.
The district administration initiated the campaign under the banner of
its “Mo Beach” cleaning
programme.
The students and volunteers were found joining in large numbers to
clean the beaches near
Ramachandi Temple,
Konark and Astarang area
along the coastline across the
district. “We have joined the
programme to keep our beach
clean. We will continue our

efforts to keep the beach clean
not only for today but also every
day,” said Self-Help Group
(SHG) women at Konark.

More than 10,000
social activists gathered at
the Puri sea beach to be
part of the cleanup drive on
ICCD, which is one of the
world’s largest annual
preservation and protection
events and volunteer efforts
for oceans and beaches.
Bollywood actor
Vidyut Jammwal joined
the cleaning programme
at the Puri beach. He
addressed his fans and
volunteers to cheer them.
“My film “Junglee” had
its set in Odisha. Today I
visited Puri for the world’s
largest coastal cleanup.
@Naveen_Odisha
@odisha_tourism. One of
the most beautiful places in
the country. A MUST VISIT
#MoBeachPuri. Kudos to the
State for keeping it clean and
safe,” he tweeted.
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he Pradesh Congress
Committee
on
T
Saturday severely criticised

IIC Kanak Majhi, SI Sunita
Behera and staffs rushed to the
spot and with the help of villagers, they nabbed the accused
from nearby Balim village.
Police seized the axe and
body of Gubei. Gubei was very
poor and helpless. She is survived by four children.
Police lodged a case against
Soren under Section 302 of IPC
and forwarded him to the Sub
Judge Court, Pallahara.

the State Government for
not inviting BarabatiCuttack MLA Mahammad
Muquim to the preparatory meeting of the Cuttack
Dusshera
Peace
Committee.
“DCP Akhileshwar
Singh has violated the
Government protocol norm by not inviting MLA
Muquim to the Cuttack Dusshera Peace
Committee meeting. While Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik is preaching for execution of 5T
Mantras, the DCP has disrespected a people’s representative by holding a Government meeting
without inviting people’s representative. The DCP

has violated Book Circular 47,” said Congress
leader Satya Prakash Nayak at a Press meet here.
Party leader Nishikant Mishra demanded
that the Chief Minister take stringent action
against the DCP for disrespecting the MLA.
Among others, Prashant Satpathy, Rajani Kumar
Mohanty and Jinesh Das were present.

]PcX^]#

17D10=4BF0AkBD=30H kB4?C4<14A!!! (

µ$OO,QGLDQVPXVWEXLOG
:_<`cRafe+9>V_XRXVd
defUV_edZ_a`]]cV]ReVUh`c\ FRQILGHQFHLQ- .SHRSOH¶
?=BQ 94H?>A4

?=BQ 17D10=4BF0A

eadmaster
of
the
S h u n d h i g u d a
H
Government Upper Primary

ullification of Article 370
and 35 (A) has equalled
N
Jammu & Kashmir with other

School under Jeypore block in
Koraput district Khirod Kumar
Bhattamishra on Saturday
allegedly engaged Class-VIII
students of the school in Booth
Level Officer (BLO) duties.
Reportedly, Assistant
Teacher of the school Rudra
Prasanna Panigrahi was
assigned the BLO duties.
But surprisingly, the students were asked by
Headmaster Bhattamishra to
do the election-related job at
the school’s hostel at 9 am.
Bhattamishra had been
suspended earlier for neglecting the BLO duties during the
last general polls.

States of the country. People of
Jammu and Kashmir would
now get all benefits of the
Union Government. Some antinational people are spreading
rumours. Now, all 130 crore
Indians should take responsibility to build confidence in the
people of Jammu & Kashmir.
Union Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh Sekhawat stated this at an intellectuals’ meet
held as part of the BJP’s “Jana
Jagaran” programme here on
Saturday. The Minister said
the two Articles were abrogated on the way they were once
adopted years back. The
Narendra Modi Government is

Also, the then Block
Education Officer had taken
action against the Assistant

Teacher and withheld his
monthly salary for negligence
of duty.
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he headmaster and anothT
er teacher of a Government
residential school in Kalahandi

working for development of
people of Jammu & Kashmir.
Efforts are on to create 50, 000
employments for the youths of
the region and to include them
in each welfare programme.
He said all educational and

health institutions and
Government offices are functioning normally. He said all
countries, baring a few, have
extended support. Among others, Union Minister Pratap
Sarangi, BJP national vice-pres-

ident Baijayant Panda, State
president Basanta Panda, journalist Rajaram Satpathy, State
vice-president Sameer Mohanty,
secretary Jatin Mohanty and
spokesperson Golak Mohapatra
were present.
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district president Kanhu
Charan Pati on Saturday.
Former MP and party
national vice-president Baijayant
Panda, Opposition Chief Whip
in Assembly Mohan Charan
Majhi, Brahmapur MP candidate and party State general secretary Bhrugu Baxipatra, State
secretary Bibhuti Bhushan Jena

he BJP Ganjam district
unit would hold a “Jan
Jagaran Sabha” (public awareness meeting) on the abrogation of Articles 370 and 35 (A)
at the Diamond Jubilee Town
Hall here at 4 pm on September
23 (Monday), informed party

and all BJP MLA candidates of
the district would attend the
meeting.
Lawyers, teachers, litterateurs, senior citizens, leaders of
all political parties, workers,
mediaspersons and students
have been invited to attend the
awareness
programme,
informed Pati further.

district were arrested on Friday
in connection with the death of
a Class-V student.
The duo was booked under
different Sections of IPC and
the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015,
police said.
The incident had occurred
at the Adhamunda Residential
School for tribal students in
July. The deceased Asis Majhi
was suffering from high fever
at the hostel but was allegedly
not taken to a doctor or hospital for treatment.
The student’s grandmother, on her visit to the school on
July 17, came to know of
his illness and admitted him to
the District Headquarters
Hospital.
The boy died the same
day. Majhi’s grandfather filed a
police complaint that his
grandson died due to negligence of the school authorities.
The arrests were made
after a thorough probe, a police
officer said.
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he BJD launched an “Ahimsa
Rath’ here to collect signaT
tures of denizens in the
Berhampur
Municipal
Corporation (BeMC) in support
of Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik’s proposal to add the
term “Ahimsa” (nonviolence) in
the Preamble of the Constitution.
The Rath was flagged off by
local MP Chandra Sekhar Sahu
at the BJD district office on
Friday evening. The Rath
moved through the city to
reach the Mausi Maa Mandir.
People gatherered in big num-

bers at each stop and welcomed the Rath.
MLA Bikram Kumar
Panda, former MLAs Dr
Ramesh Chandra Chyaupatnaik
and Siba Shankar Sahini, former
BDA Chairman Subash
Moharana, Alekh Choudhury
and former Mayor K Madhvi
graced as guests.
BJD Mahila district president Sanghamitra Dalai, city
president Bijay Samal, Sanjit
Panigrahi, Bhismacharya
Choudhury,
Bhagaban
Gantayat, Dandapani Nayak,
SA Khallil and R Murali Mohan
coordinated the prgramme.

Singh Chabra and general secretary Swarna Singh informed
that historic yatra of Guru Nanak
Dev will reach Jharsuguda on
September 23 evening.

?=BQ :7>A370

he Navanirman Krushak
T
Sangathan (NKS) staged a
demonstration in front of the
Khordha district Collector’s
office here on Saturday in protest
against the irregularities in selection of KALIA beneficiaries.
Alleging that many ineligible people were included in

the KALIA scheme on party
consideration, the activists
ridiculed
the
State
Government’s decision that the
money would be retrieved from
the ineligible farmers.
NKS State organiser
Seshadeb Nanda threatened
that the agitation would be
intensified if all eligible farmers are not included in the

<RdefcSR8R_UYZGZ_`SRCReY
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scheme soon.
Among others, NKS district coordinator Suresh
Chandra Mansingh, senior
organiser Ramesh Swain,
Bolgarh block coordinator
Jayant Tripathy, Begunia coordinator Madan Sahu, district
co-coordinator Niranjan
Pradhan and Hadibandu
Maharana were present.

The yatra would start on
September 22 from Sambalpur.
On the eve of 550 years of
Prakasotsav of Guru Nanak
Devjee, year 2019 is being celebrated as the “International
Year of Brotherhood” in the
country, Chabra said. The
Religion Publicity Committee,
Siromani Gurdwara Prabandan
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wo constables of Sadar police station of
T
Sundargarh were suspended by SP Saumya
Mishra over fleeing of a theft accused from
police custody. The accused had been arrested
after nine years of his crime.
In 2010, Sadar police station had registered
the case against one Gariba Tanty and started

searching for him. An arrest warrant was ssued
against him. On Wednesday, after getting information about presence of Gariba at a place, a
police team nabbed him and kept him at the
police custody.
The constables suspended were identified as
Sanjukta Barkasia and Amiya Kanta Naik.
They were doing duty in night hours when
Gariba ran away from the custody.
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he State Government on
Friday said it would estabT
lish 24 more Fast Track Special
Courts (FTSCs) for disposal of
cases of rape and other sexual
offences against children in a
time-bound manner.
State Law Minister Pratap

Jena said as per the Odisha
Civil Courts Act, 1984, the
courts will work under an
Additional District Judge.
The move comes after the
Supreme Court directed the
Union
Government
to set up special courts in
those districts where more
than 100 cases of sexual

offences against children are
pending.
These special courts will
hear cases related to the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act
and ensure speedy trial, the
Minister said.
The courts will come up in
Angul, Baleswar, Bhadrak,
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Rath carrying books,
leaflets, banners on princiA
ples of truth and nonviolence
propagated by KasturbaGandhi-Vinoba fondly called as
Ba-Bapu-Baba was jointly
flagged off by octogenarian
Gandhian Shanti Devi, a
Jamunalal Bajaj Award winner,
district Collector Pramoda
Kumar Behera and SP Dr
Sarvana Vivek M on the eve of
the 150th birth anniversary of
Mahatma Gandhi in the presence of Sarvoday leaders name-

ly Jayaram Jena, Bijaya Baboo,
Pramila Swain, Rajeswari Dalai,
Bidulata Huika, Dr Gouranga
Raut, Basudeb Patra, Badal
Tah, former Municipality ViceChairman Dr Niranjan
Buxipatro,
educationist
Gobinda Rathand Rajesh Padhi.
Government functionaries like Municipality Executive
Officer Sachidananda Satpathy,
DIPRO Basanta Pradhan, DEO
Purna Chandra Bariha and
corporate leaders Lopamudra
Priyadarshini,
Sukanta
Mohapatra, Sameer Mohanty
from UAIL, Sakti Panigrahi

from IMFA and SK Nath from
JK Papers participated in the
ceremony.
The Rath first rolled into the
campus of GCD High School
where the teachers and the students gave a warm welcome to
the yatris and the dignitaries
spoke on Gandhian values of
truth, nonviolence, cleanliness
and women empowerment.
Then, the Yatris went to address
the Lecturers and students of
Autonomous College and
Women’s College of Rayagada.
This Yatra, which is jointly
organised by Zilla Sarvoday

Mandal and district administration will move to fifty schools
and colleges of different blocks
of the district over the next 15
days. It will culminate on
October 2 (Gandhi Jayanti) at
the district headquarters town.
Students were encouraged
to write essays on GandhijiKasturba-Vinoba by using digital media like google, internet
browsing, social media like
facebook, instagram and twitter. “Chat with Gandhi and
apply at least one Gandhian
principle into one’s life,” students were said by the Yatris.

Committee, Amritsar and
Odisha and Chhattisgarh are
organising the historic procession in each part of the country.
Starting from September
22 till October 2 this year, a
total eight chariots will start
their journey from Sambalpur,
carrying various messages to
the people.

From Page 1
Meanwhile, there are
speculation as to who would
be Bijepur candidates of the
State’s three main political
parties, the BJD, the BJP and
the Congress.
While it is speculated that
the BJD might field former
MLA Reeta Sahu, who had
won the seat on its ticket in a
bypoll held after her husband Subal Sahu’s death in
2017, the BJP may opt to refield its candidate Sanat
Kumar Gartia as he had
emerged second in the last
elections getting a little over
55,000 votes.
The Congress is also likely to re-field its candidate
Ripunath Seth, who had
emerged third in the last elections.

From Page 1
Stating about the second
thing of taking calculated risk,
Dr Sivan spoke through the
example of the Chandrayaan2 and said the bulk of instruments to carry out the interplanetary site is orbiter, the
desired life of which is one year.
But due to optimal mission
operation, its life has increased
to 7.5 years, he pointed out.
Innovation, the third thing,
he said, comes from taking a
high level of risks and failures;
and the failures should be
taken as learning opportunities.
And if you are not failing then
you are not trying anything
hard, he further observed.
Talking of startups, he said
many startups are coming up
nowadays and are copying each
other, for which they are failing. They should think how it
can be done in different ways
which is better than a conventional method.
Lastly, he said to do crazy
and fantastic mistakes and

learn from them and innovate
something glorious.
As many as 356 students
including 32 PhD, 105 M.Tech,
67 M.Sc and 152 B.Tech graduated from the IIT BBS. The
President of India Gold Medal
was awarded to Shrohan
Mohapatra of the Computer
Science and Engineering for
best academic performance
among the outgoing B.Tech
batch of students.
The Director’s Gold Medal
was awarded to Rahul Das of
the School of Infrastructure for
best academic performance
among the M.Tech batch of students and Anubhav Nath of the
School of Basic Sciences for
best academic performance
among the M. Sc batch of students.
Among others, IIT BBS
Director Prof. R.V Raja Kumar,
the Board of Governors
Chairman and Academic
Affairs Dean, who spoke on the
occasion, referred to the
achievements of the institute.

Bargarh, Bolangir, Cuttack,
Dhenkanal, Brahmapur,
Jagatsinghpur,
Jajpur,
Jharsuguda, Bhawanipatna,
Kendrapara, Keonjhar, Khurda,
Jeypore,
Baripada,
Nabarangpur, Nayagarh,
Phulbani, Puri, Rayagada,
Sambalpur and Sundargarh
districts.
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This was captured by the
CCT V camera in the
Chauliaganj Durga Mandap
and the footage of it was
recovered by police, he said.
After the murder, as Raja
came under police scanner, he
absconded from the State and
went to Chennai. But police
had mounted surveillance on
his mobile phone and nabbed
him when he returned to his
village on Friday.
Based on his confessions,
police seized the motorcycle,
by which Niharika’s body was
taken for disposal, his mobile
phone and helmet. A case has
been registered against him
under Section 302 of IPC
and other relevant sections in
the Biridi PS and he was forwarded Raja to court on
Saturday, said Prakash.
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resh from its spectacular
F
performance in the recent
Lok Sabha polls, a resurgent
ruling BJP-Shiv Sena alliance
goes to the Maharashtra
Assembly polls scheduled for
October 21, 2019, with a distinct advantage, as it takes on
a weakened, weary and somewhat dispirited Opposition
Congress-NCP alliance.
Ahead of the first crucial
electoral battle being after the
Lok Sabha polls in which it
walked away with staggering 42
out of the 48 seats in
Maharashtra, the BJP-Shiv Sena
combine has already outsmarted the Opposition
Congress-NCP alliance psychologically by poaching nearly 30 of its leaders and functionaries, including 17 sitting
MLAs, and depleting its cadres
markedly in the run-up months
to the polls.
The two saffron allies —
which unlike the Opposition
Congress and NCP that have
already wrapped up the seat
pact between them — may be
struggling to arrive at an
understanding over the sharing
of seats between them. But, the
BJP and Shiv Sena are a formidable lot both on paper and
on ground — in terms of both
resources and reach.
If the percentages of votes
polled in the 2019 Lok Sabha
polls by the two political formations are any indication, the
BJP and Shiv Sena — which decimated the Opposition — are
miles ahead of the Congress and
NCP. Together, the BJP (27.59
per cent) and Shiv Sena (23.29
per cent) polled 50.88 per cent
of total votes, as against the total
31.79 per cent of votes polled by
the Congress ( 16.27 per cent)
and NCP (15.52 per cent).
The Congress and NCP are
contesting 125 seats each after
leaving the remaining 32 seats

to their allies. The ruling BJP
and Shiv Sena are expected to
ink their seat-sharing deal for
the polls in the next two days.
In the 2014 polls which the
saffron alliance partners had
contested on their respective
strengths, the BJP had won an
all-time high of 122 seats as
against 260 out of the total 288
seats it had contested. The
Shiv Sena had walked away
with 63 seats out of 282 seats it
had contested. On the other
hand, the Congress bagged 42
seats out of 287 seats it had
contested, while the NCP
emerged fourth by winning 41
out of 278 it had contested.
The Prakash Ambedkarled Vanchit Bahujan Aghadi,
which suffered a setback last
week after the exit of the
Asaduddin
Owaisi-led
AIMIM, is contesting the 2019
Assembly polls as a third front.
The Raj Thackeray-led
MNS, which had not contested the Lok Sabha polls but supported the Opposition parties,
is yet to take a final call whether
or not to contest the Assembly
polls. The Asaduddin Owaisiled AIMIM, Samajwadi Party
and BSP will contest the polls
in some pockets of their influence.
On his part, chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis – who is
leading the ruling BJP-Shiv
Sena alliance into the Assembly
polls –is sitting pretty after having criss-crossed the state as
part of his 4000 km-long campaign tour ‘Mahajanadesh
Yatra’. Youth Shiv Sena leader
Aditya Thackeray, who is
tipped to be deputy chief minister in the event of the saffron
alliance returning to power in
the State, has toured several
parts of the state.
On the Opposition side,
NCP founder-president Sharad
Pawar is currently touring
western Maharashtra and
Marathwada. The State
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Congress leaders have been
quietly touring the state, but
not in as comprehensive manner as Fadnavis has done.
Upbeat as it is after it
indulged in massive poaching
from the Opposition ranks in
recent months, the BJP will in
likelihood whip up patriotic
fervour in by giving national
integration spin to the Centre’s
recent decision to abrogate
Article 370 in Jammu and
Kashmir, inking of which has
already been given both by BJP
national president Amit Shah
and Prime Minister during
their recent public meetings in
Maharashtra.
Similarly, the BJP — which
thinks that it will encash on the
“pro-incumbency” mood prevailing in the State — will go to
town with its planks like making Maharashtra a drought-free
state by 2024, connecting rivers
in coastal Konkan region with
those in western Maharashtra,
creating water grid in
Marathwada region to address
the drinking water problems,
initiatives like loan waiver and
crop insurances taken by the
state government to address
farmers’ distress and the development push it has given in
urban areas, including
Mumbai, Nagpur, Thane and
Pune, through various infra
projects including the Metro
and expressways.
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ctober 21is likely to become a turning point
O
in the history of Telangana politics with the
Election Commission announcing dates for the
bypoll in the constituency.
Though, the ruling TRS is trying to clinch the
seat from the Congress and spring a surprise, the
national ruling party, BJP is leaving no stone
unturned to grab the seat, the bastion of grand old
party. The TRS has already announced Saidi Reddy
as the candidate for the seat, while a war of words
between the senior leaders of Congress is reflect-

ing that party’s mood in the wake of by-elections.
During December 2018 general elections, the
PCC chief N Uttam Kumar Reddy has retained the
seat by defeating TRS’ Saidi Reddy. But subsequently, the PCC chief contested the Lok Sabha
election as the nominee of Congress from
Nalgonda parliament seat and emerged victorious.
It prompted Uttam Kumar Reddy to tender
his resignation as Huzurnagar MLA. Uttam’s
spouse Padmavathi Reddy, who was an MLA
from Kodad segment of the erstwhile Nalgonda
district, lost the general elections to the TRS’
Bollam Mallaiah Yadav.

he Election Commission
(EC)
on
Saturday
announced the bypolls to 64
Assembly seats spread across 17
States and Union Territory of
Puducherr y besides the
Samastipur Lok Sabha constituency in Bihar. The byeelections will be held on
October 21 and the counting of
votes will be on October 24, the
same dates as those for
Haryana and Maharashtra
Assembly elections.
The Samastipur Lok Sabha
by-election was necessitated
due to the death of sitting LJP
MP Ram Chandra Paswan in
July. However, the bypoll for
Satara Lok Sabha seat will not
be held along with the
Maharashtra assembly elections on October 21. Satara
MP from NCP Udayanraje
Bhosale had recently joined the
BJP after resigning from the
Lok Sabha.
There was no word on
when Jammu and Kashmir
would head for elections to
elect its legislative body. The
state, which will become a
Union Territory (UT) on
October 31, has been under
President's Rule for over a
year. Due to J&K's bifurcation
into two UTs - Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh - a delim-

itation exercise is expected to
be undertaken there.
In Karnataka, where resignations of 17 rebel MLAs led to
the collapse of the HD
Kumaraswamy-Congress coalition government in July, bypolls
will be held in 15 seats and in
Uttar Pradesh, 11 constituencies will go to the polls. The 11
UP assembly seats mostly
belong to MLAs who had won
the Lok Sabha elections and
had resigned as members of the
state assembly.
According to the Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
Sunil Arora, the byolls in
Karnataka will be held on seats,
including where sitting MLAs
were disqualified recently.
Asked why elections to the
Jharkhand Assembly were not
announced on Saturday when
the country was discussing

simultaneous polls, Arora said
that the issue was not yet settled and added that term of the
state Assembly there ends on 9
January. "If the Leader of the
House there wants to dissolve
the assembly and advance the
elections, then it is a separate
matter. But why should the
commission want to advance
it," he said.
Byelections will also be
held in five seats in Kerala and
4 in Punjab among others.
The other states are Assam (4),
Bihar (5), Gujarat (4),
Himachal Pradesh (2),
Rajasthan and Tamil Nadu
(two each) and Sikkim (3).
States where assembly bypolls
will be held are Arunachal
Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh,
Telangana, Madhya Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Odisha and
Puducherry (one seat each).

These are the first state
polls after the BJP's stunning
victory in the national election
earlier this year, clearing the
way for a second term of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. This
will also be the first time that
elections will be held in Assam
after the release of final citizens'
list last month. By-elections will
be held in four assembly constituencies in the state.
The Samastipur (Bihar)
Lok Sabha by-election was
necessitated following the death
of sitting MP Ram Chandra
Paswan of the Lok Janshakti
Party in July. One Lok Sabha
seat in Maharashtra is currently
vacant but CEC Arora said it
won't go to polls along with the
state assembly elections on
October 21.
Assembly bypolls in West
Bengal are not being held now
as the state government had
cited the Durga Puja festivities
to postpone the exercise. They
will also not be held in
Uttarakhand now as panchayat elections are already underway and the state machinery is
occupied with the exercise,
CEC Arora said. In some other
seats, by-elections are not being
held as respective high courts
are hearing election petitions
and the matters are sub judice,
he added.
In Kerala, Stakes are high

for the three major political formations -the ruling Left
Democratic Front (LFD),
opposition Congress-led
United Democratic Front
(UDF) and the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led National Democratic
Alliance or NDA.
The gazette notification
for these polls will be issued on
September 23, last date of
nominations is September 30,
date for scrutiny of nominations will be done on October
1, Candidatures can be withdrawn up to October 3. The
CEC said that the notification
for the polls will be made on
September 27. The last date of
filing nominations is October
4. The scrutiny of nominations
will take place on October 5
and the last date for withdrawal of nominations is
October 7.
The EC has decided to use
EVMs and VVPATs in all the
polling stations and for this
adequate numbers of EVMs
and VVPATs have been kept
ready. As is the practice, voters
will need to carry valid identity cards. Electoral Photo
Identity cards (EPIC) shall be
the main document of
identification. However, separate instructions will be
issued to allow additional documents for identification of
voters.
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ver 10-crore electorate will
O
be eligible to cast their vote
in the coming Assembly polls
in Maharashtra and Haryana
for a total of 378 seats.
As
per
Election
Commission (EC) data, there
are 1,82,98,714 voters in
Haryana. Of this, 1,81,91,228
are general electors and
1,07,486 are service voters who
will vote for the 90 assembly
seats in the state.
In
Maharashtra, there are
8,95,62,706 voters, of which
8,94,46,211 are general electors
and 1,16,495 are service voters
who will vote for the 288
Assembly seats in the state.
According to Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) Sunil
Arora, a total of 19,425 polling
booths will be set up for people
to cast their vote in Haryana.
There has been an increase of
19.58 percent of polling stations,
the number of station was
16,244 back in 2014. Up from
90,403 in 2014, the number of
poll booths where people can
cast their vote in Maharashtra
has gone up to 95,473, reflecting an increase of 5.61 percent.

In Maharashtra, 54 seats are
reserved for Scheduled
Caste/Scheduled Tribe while 17
are reserved in Haryana for
them. According to the CEC
Arora, the upper limit for expenditure on the election campaign
is Rs 28 lakh for each candidate.
Over 1.66 lakh VVPAT
(voter-verified paper audit trail
) machines will be used in the
assembly polls in Maharashtra
and Haryana. Referring to the
use of paper trail machines,
Arora said that on the lines of
the Lok Sabha polls, the commission has mandated that
VVPAT slips count of five randomly selected polling stations
in each assembly constituency
of Haryana and Maharashtra
will be done for verification of
the result obtained from the
electronic voting machines
(EVMs).
The polling stations where
the count is taken up are selected by a draw of lots after the election and before counting. The
commission also reiterated that
while some EVMs fail to function due to "mechanical, structural or physical defect" including faulty switches, broken button, faulty connection, these

never record a "wrong vote".
CEC Arora also said that
special security arrangements
have been made for the LWE
affected areas in Gadchiroli and
Gondia in Maharashtra.
Besides announcing the
assembly election dates, CEC
Arora also spoke about the environmental concern that the election campaigns bring with them.
Regarding the same Arora said,
"Election campaigns impose an
environmental cost upon us.
We appeal to political parties to
avoid the use of plastic and use
only environment-friendly material in their campaigns." Arora
also mentioned that the EC has
brought down more than 5,000
polling booths on the ground
floor from the first or secondfloor level on the request of several political parties from
Maharashtra.
According to the CEC,
both Haryana and Maharashtra
are sound-fitting in terms of
poll preparation. "All types are
arrangements are being made
for the voters. Candidates will
require to fill all the columns in
their poll form. The Election
Commission is privileged to
play a role in democracy."

he festival season in Tamil
T
Nadu got peppered on
Saturday with the Election
Commission of India announcing that the bypolls from the
Assembly constituencies of
Vikravandi in Villupuram district and Nanguneri in
Kanyakumari district would
be held on October 21.
The by-election in
Vikravandi was necessitated by
the death of the sitting DMK
lawmaker K Rathamani of the
DMK in June 2019. Nanguneri
constituency fell vacant following the resignation of Vasanth
Kumar of the Indian National
Congress who was elected to the
Lok Sabha from Kanyakimari in
the May 2019 General election.
The point being debated in
Tamil Nadu is whether the
DMK-led UPA would be able
to continue its dream run.
Though the final results in the
by-polls would not create any
threat to the Edappadi
Palaniswami-led AIADMK
government , it will be a morale
booster to the Opposition parties as the State is gearing up for
elections to local bodies which

were due in 2016 itself .
In the 234-member strong
Tamil Nadu Assembly, the
AIADMK has 122 members
while the DMK –led Opposition
has 109 members. M K Stalin,
president , DMK, told journalists on Saturday that his party
would contest Vikravandi bypoll leaving Nanguneri to
alliance partner Congress. The
DMK-Congress front is hoping
to retain both the seats taking
advantage of recent events like
the arrest of P Chidambaram ,
former union finance minister
in money laundering case and
the accidental death of Subasri,
a young techie who lost her life
when a larger than life size
hoarding installed by a former
AIADMK municipal corporation councillor in connection
with the marriage of the latter’s
son’s marriage.
Though it is more than a
week, the police had failed to
arrest the culprit who is on the
run. This has added to the woes
of the government.
The DMK-led alliance had
swept the Lok Sabha election
from the State winning 38 out
of the 39 seats which were at
stake.
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he Centre and the States on
Saturday held detailed disT
cussions and debated various

iming to further consolidate maritime cooperation
A
between the two countries,
Navy Chief Admiral Karambir
Singh on Saturday began a
four-day-long visit to
Bangladesh.
During the visit, Admiral
Singh will hold extensive talks
with his Bangladeshi counterpart Admiral Aurangzeb
Chowdhury, besides meeting
the other service chiefs and
senior military officials, the
Indian Navy said.
Sources said the two navy
chiefs are expected to deliberate on regional security scenario
including China's growing forays into the Indian Ocean
region and its military assertiveness in the South China Sea.
"The visit is intended to
consolidate and enhance the
bilateral maritime relations
between India and Bangladesh,"

a Navy statement said.
Admiral Singh will visit
several key military establishments including the Khulna
Shipyard Limited, Bangladesh's
naval bases in Chattogram and
Khulna and address cadets at
the Bangladesh Naval Academy
(BNA).In addition, he will participate in the first anniversary
celebration of Bangladesh
Institute of Maritime Research
and Development (BIMRAD),
the Navy said.
The Bangladesh Navy is an
active member of Indian Ocean
Naval Symposium (IONS), a
forum for maritime cooperation among navies of the littoral
states of the Indian Ocean
Region.
There has been increasing
cooperation between Indian
and Bangladeshi navies and
they regularly engage through
staff talks, annual defence dialogue and other operational
interactions.

New Delhi: The Navy has
planned to name the seventh
ship in the P17A frigate series
as 'Mahendragiri', senior officials said.
The first of the seven
frigates, christened 'Nilgiri', is
slated to be launched in
Mumbai on September 28 in
the presence of Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh.
The first ship under P17A
borrows its name from an old
frigate of the Navy, INS Nilgiri
that was named after Nilgiri
Hills.
Five more ships of the
Nilgiri-class, an upgrade of
Leander-class, were also named
after other hill ranges of India.
The six ships were built a few
decades ago and have been
decommissioned.
These six ships were called
— 'Nilgiri', 'Himgiri', 'Udaygiri',
'Dunagiri, 'Taragiri' and
'Vindhyagiri'.
"The first P17A frigate
'Nilgiri' will be launched on
September 28. Since, it is
named after the previous

frigate which was part of a
series of six ships, so the
remaining names will also follow till the sixth ship," said Vice
Admiral G Ashok Kumar, the
vice chief of the Navy.
"For the seventh frigate, we
have identified one more in the
series — 'Mahendragiri'," he
said.
He said this recently during an interactive session held
here ahead of the commissioning of Navy's second
Scorpene-class submarine INS
Khanderi.The commissioning
of 'Khanderi', launch of 'Nilgiri'
and inauguration of an aircraft
carrier drydock are all scheduled to take place on
September 28 in Mumbai.
The first Scorpene in a
series of six, 'Kalvari' is named
after the first Kalvari of the
Navy.The first Kalvari, commissioned on December 8,
1967, was also the first submarine of the Indian Navy. It
was decommissioned on May
31, 1996 after nearly three
decades of service.

The Kalvari-class submarines in the past were a variant of Foxtrot-class submarines,
four of which had served in the
Navy from late 1960s onwards
—'Kalvari', 'Khanderi', 'Karanj'
and 'Kursura'.
"Names have a historical
background, and many ships
have been follow-on of some
other ships in the past. So, the
name is being repeated,"
Kumar said.
A contract with French
company Naval Group (earlier
called DCNS) was signed in
2005 for the supply of six submarines.
The six submarines,
designed by the French naval
defence and energy company,
are being built by Mazagon
Dock Ltd in Mumbai as part of
Project-75 of the Indian Navy.
The state-of-the-art features of this Kalvari-class
Scorpene submarine include
superior stealth and the ability to launch attacks on the
enemy using precision guided
weapon.
PTI
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he Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS), which, in a
T
way, celebrates bachelorhood as
most of its ‘pracharaks’ keep off
conjugal lives, has conducted a
survey that claims that married
women are "happier" than
those in live-in relationships. Its
findings will be released on
Tuesday.

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat
will release the survey, conducted by a Sangh-linked organization
‘Drishti Stree
Adhyayan
Prabodhan
Kendra’(DSAPK) based in
Pune, Maharashtra.
The findings of the survey
were discussed at the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh's coordination meeting in Pushkar earlier this month, sources in the

RSS said.
The Supreme Court has

ruled that any couple living
together for a long term will be
presumed as legally married
unless proved otherwise. It has
also allowed physical relationship between two grown-ups as
legal. It was earlier used to be
categorized as adultery.
As per the survey, married
women have a very high level
of happiness, whereas the level
of happiness was lowest in

women in live-in relationships.
The findings of the survey
will be released after Bhagwat's
interaction with the foreign
media.
RSS publicity in-charge
Arun Kumar in an official
statement released on Saturday
said Bhagwat's interaction with
the foreign media is a routine
exercise.

?=BQ =4F34;78

reforms proposed in the new
National
Education
Policy(NEP) draft that has
been much delayed and much
awaited.
The meeting of the HRD
Ministry's Central Advisory
Board of Education (CABE)
and Education ministers from
states was chaired by Union
HRD Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal 'Nishank'. The heads
of autonomous organisations,
vice chancellors of universities,
HRD secretaries for higher
education and school education
R Subrahmanyam and Rina
Ray, along with senior officials
of the central and state governments also attended
Further, Nishank's deputy
Sanjay Dhotre, Minister of
State for Culture and Tourism
Prahlad Singh Patel and
Minister of State for Youth
Affairs and Sports Kiren Rijiju
also attended the meeting.
"The house had detailed
deliberations on several recommendations and reforms
proposed in the NEP draft.
There were valuable suggestions given by the education
ministers of states, who are
equal partners in policy formulation and felt that their
inputs are critical so that the
proposed NEP can be a catalyst
to achieve the goals of equitable
access to quality education
while ensuring affordability of
education and instilling greater

accountability," a senior HRD
official said.
Nishank said in the spirit of
"cooperative federalism" both
the central and state governments interacted and engaged
in a healthy and enriching dialogue to bring out a robust policy that will empower our
youth to meet the challenges of
the 21st century.
"The government has initiated a major exercise to formulate a National Education
Policy that will aim to fulfil the
aspiration of the youth for
quality education and make our
country a knowledge superpower.
The extant National Policy
on Education, 1986 modified in
1992 required changes to meet
the contemporary and futuristic needs of our large youth
population," he said.
"Thus, this policy is being
brought out after more than
three decades. Massive consultative process over four years
has been undertaken and the
draft NEP has been submitted
by the committee.
"The meeting today was
convened to discuss the draft so

that in the spirit of cooperative
federalism both the central
and state governments interact
and engage in a healthy and
enriching dialogue to bring
out a robust policy that will
empower our youth to meet the
challenges of the 21st century,"
the minister added.
Nishank also released the
All India Survey on Higher
Education (AISHE) 2018-19
according to which the Gross
Enrolment Ratio (GER) in
higher education has increased
from 25.8 in 2017-18 to 26.3 in
2018-19 while in absolute
terms the enrolment increased
from 3.66 crore to 3.74 crore
students.
"GER for SCs has also
shown a growth from 21.8 to
23.0 and STs from 15.9 to 17.2.
In terms of increase in the number of universities, they have
grown from 903 (2017-18) to
993 (2018-19) and total higher
Education institutions
from 49,964 to 51,649 in the
same corresponding period.
The number of faculty
increased from 13.88 lakhs to
14.16 lakhs," the survey report
said.
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he C1.45-lakh crore tax
giveaway is unlikely to
widen fiscal deficit much as the
shortfall will be met through
increased tax collections due to
higher growth which the massive tax cuts are expected to
achieve, Niti Aayog Vice
Chairman Rajiv Kumar said
here on Saturday. On Friday,
the
Government
had
announced tax cuts for corporates by 10-12 percentage
points, bringing down the
effective corporate tax to 25.17
per cent inclusive of all cess and
surcharges for domestic companies. The new tax rate will be
applicable from April 1, involving a revenue loss of C1.45 lakh
crore this fiscal.
“I don’t think tax cuts will
leave a gaping hole in the fiscal numbers. There will be
some, which will be minor,”
Kumar said at an ‘India Today’
event.
Budget had estimated fiscal deficit at 3.3 per cent of the
GDP for the current fiscal but
many analysts have pegged it
overshooting by at least 70
bps to 4.1 per cent as the
quantum of the giveaways is
worth 0.7 per cent of the GDP.
Significantly, it can be
noted that neither the finance
minister or her senior cabinet
colleagues who talked to the
media after the announcement
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took questions on the shape of
fiscal deficit numbers post the
tax cuts.
Even, Reser ve Bank
Governor Shaktikanta Das had
lapped it up as growth boosting just a day before warning
the government that it has no
leeway to undertake any fiscally
expansionary measures.
It can be noted that while
the GST collection has been
ebbing below the desired C1
lakh crore mark all through the
year expect one month, the
direct tax mop-up for the first

half lagged way behind the target. It grew a paltry 4.7 per cent
in H1 of this fiscal at C5.5 lakh
crore against a budgeted target
of 17.5 per cent growth in collections for the full year.
Kumar said direct and
indirect tax revenues are
expected to go up with growth
picking up after these tax cuts.
“There is buoyancy in
growth. In the past, our tax
buoyancy has been very good.
Therefore, both direct and in
direct tax collections will go up
with growth,” he said.
Kumar said another area
for his optimism is the government focus on divestment
which he budgeted at C1.05
lakh crore.
“Asset sales will yield an
additional C52,000 crore over
the budget estimate. Then you
have got another C50,000 crore
from the RBI which was not
included in the Budget,” he
said. The higher revenue from
tax and non-tax fronts will help
the government finance the fiscal deficit, he added.
Kumar said the 5 per cent
GDP growth is not yet a crisis
and the first quarter number
marks the bottoming out of the
cycle.
“We will achieve a nearly
6.5 per cent growth this year
and we will be on track for doubling up our per capita income
in the next five years,” he
added.

$XWRLQGXVWU\KDVWRILQGLWVRZQ
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New Delhi: Industry body
SIAM on Saturday said the auto
industry would have to “find its
own balance” to boost demand,
with the GST Council declining to cut rates for the sector.
“The auto industry was
very hopeful of GST reduction.
It is clear that there is no

reduction of GST rate on vehicles from 28 per cent to 18 per
cent,” Society of Indian
Automobile Manufacturers
(SIAM) President Rajan
Wadhera said in a statement.
The industry has to find its
own balance to enhance
demand, he added.

The GST Council, which
met in Goa on Friday, did not
cut tax rates on automobiles.
The industr y had been
demanding a GST rate cut
from the current 28 per cent to
18 per cent in order to revive
sales which have been facing a
prolonged slowdown.
PTI
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oody’s Investors Service
on Saturday said the cut
M
in corporate tax increases the
Government’s fiscal risks while
headwinds from cyclical factors
such as rural stress, weak corporate sentiment and slow
credit pose threat to near-term
growth.
On Friday, the Centre
announced a reduction in the
base corporation tax rate to 22
per cent from 30 per cent as
part of stimulus measures to
revive slowing economic
growth.
The rating agency said it
does not expect the corporate
tax rate cut to revive growth to
the extent that stronger tax
buoyancy compensates for the
loss of revenue.
“While the reduction

brings India’s corporate tax
rate closer to peers throughout
Asia and will support the business environment and competitiveness, a host of cyclical
factors, including rural financial stress, weak corporate sentiment, and a slow flow of credit in the financial sector, remain
headwinds to near-term
growth,” it said.
Moody’s said the cut in
corporate tax is credit positive
for companies because it will
enable them to generate higher post-tax incomes.
“However, it is credit negative for the sovereign, as it
aggravates mounting risks for
the government in meeting its
fiscal deficit target.”
Commodity and information technology (IT) services
companies will benefit most
from the tax rate cut.
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sold a combined 2.75 per cent
stake in the lender through the
open market.
Yes Capital (India) Pvt Ltd,
Morgan Credits Pvt Ltd and
Rana Kapoor have sold a combined 2.75 per cent in Yes
Bank through open market
process, Morgan Credits said in
a regulatory filing on Saturday.
The combined entities held
9.64 per cent holding in the
bank which now stands at 6.89
per cent.
The release of shares took
place between September 18 to
20, 2019, the filing said.

The city-headquartered
bank, in a statement, said it
mobilised C500 crore through
the Tier-II bonds.
“The base size of the issue
was C500 crore aggregating
C800 crore. The bank received
bids for C855 crore with various coupon rates.
However, the bank has
decided to accept the bids for
base issue of C500 crore,” the
bank said.
The funds raised would be
used to meet the ‘growth’
requirements of the bank apart
from regulatory requirements.
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Washington: The US’ corporate sector has lauded the
Indian government for substantially slashing the income
tax rate to 25.17 per cent, saying the move will reverse the
economic slowdown and allow
global companies a “good
option” for growing their manufacturing base in the country.
The government on Friday
slashed the income tax rate for
companies by almost 10 percentage points to 25.17 per cent
and offered a lower rate to
17.01 per cent for new manufacturing firms to boost economic growth rate from a sixyear low by incentivising
investments to help create jobs.
Finance Minister said the
reduction in tax rates was done
by promulgating an ordinance
to an amendment to the
Income Tax Act.
PTI
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New Delhi: Online food ordering platform Zomato on
Saturday said users of its Gold
programme will now be able to
use membership privileges on
food deliveries, a move that has
been lashed out by industry
body National Restaurant
Association of India (NRAI).
Earlier, Zomato Gold privileges were only available for
dining out, the company said in
a statement. While Zomato
Gold for dining out and delivery is now operational in 16
cities, the programme will
expand to 25 more cities by
next week, it added.
Today, Gold drives 25-30
per cent business for its restaurant partners and more and
more Gold users are exploring
new restaurants because of the
programme.
PTI
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British travel firm
Thomas Cook has failed to
Ifindconic
further private investment
to stave off collapse and is now
relying on an unlikely government bailout, a source close the
matter told AFP on Saturday.
The operator said Friday
that it needed 200 million
pound ($250 million, 227 million euros) — in addition to the

900-million pound rescue deal
secured last month — or else
face administration, which
could potentially trigger
Britain’s largest repatriation
since World War II.
A source close to the negotiations told AFP the company
had failed to find the 200 million pound from private
investors and would collapse
unless the Government intervened.
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New Delhi: Steel Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Saturday asked state-owned
NMDC to focus on augmenting the output of iron ore as it
would have the benefit of keeping prices of the raw material
used in steel making in check.
Pradhan, who visited the corporate office of NMDC Ltd at
Hyderabad today, reviewed the
performance of the PSU during
his interaction with the top
management.
PTI
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he hotel industry has welT
comed the reduction in
GST on hotel room tariffs,
saying that it will provide a
major fillip to the hospitality
and tourism sector and is a step
in right direction.
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Friday
announced nil tax for hotels
room tariffs of up to C1,000 per
night. Hotels charging C1,001
to C7,500 per night would be
levied with 12 per cent tax as
against the existing 18 per
cent.
Similarly, the tax on room
tariff of above C7,500 has been
slashed to 18 per cent from the
existing 28 per cent. Also, tax
on outdoor catering has been
reduced to 5 per cent from
existing 18 per cent with input
tax credit, Sitharaman had said.
“The amendments in corporate tax rates and rationalisation of GST are all steps in
the right direction,” Indian
Hotels Company Ltd (IHCL)
MD and CEO Puneet
Chhatwal said in a statement.
There has been a positive
development from the GST
panel meet as it has recommended that 18 per cent GST
rate is now applicable for hotel
tariff up to C7,500 per night
starting October 1, 2019, he
added.
“This gives the hospitality
sector a much needed boost
and we expect it to propel
tourist inflows which will pos-

itively impact our bookings,”
Chhatwal said.
Fillips like this also help
create new jobs so as to boost
economy, make companies
globally competitive and align
to vision of the Government
with boosting tourism, making
hospitality increasingly viable
as an investment opportunity
for India, he added.
“We believe this would
catalyze further growth for not
just IHCL but the hospitality
sector as a whole,” Chhatwal
said.
In similar vein, Shangri-La
Group, Middle East, India and
Indian Ocean Executive Vice
President John Northen said:
“We welcome this progressive
initiative by the Government.
A lower GST rate for the luxury hotel sector will boost revenues and spur demand further
among travellers.”
This in turn will cement
India’s positioning as a hot
spot tourist destination. The
move will also increase the sectors’ contribution to the countr y’s GDP and foreign
exchange, he added.
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Tehran: Any country that
attacks Iran will become the
"main battlefield", the
Revolutionary Guards warned
Saturday after Washington
ordered reinforcements to the
Gulf following attacks on Saudi
oil installations it blames on
Tehran.
Tensions escalated between
arch-foes Iran and the United
States after last weekend's
attacks on Saudi energy giant
Aramco's Abqaiq processing
plant and Khurais oilfield
halved the kingdom's oil output.
Yemen's Huthi rebels have
claimed responsibility for the
strikes but the US says it has
concluded the attacks involved
cruise missiles from Iran and
amounted to "an act of war".
Washington approved the
deployment of troops to Saudi
Arabia at "the kingdom's
request," Defence Secretary
Mark Esper said, noting the
forces would be "defensive in
nature" and focused on air
and missile defence.
But Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps commander
Major General Hossein Salami
said Iran was "ready for any
type of scenario".
"Whoever wants their land
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to become the main battlefield,
go ahead," he told a news conference in Tehran.
"We will never allow any
war to encroach upon Iran's
territory "We hope that they
don't make a strategic mistake",
he said, listing past US military
"adventures" against Iran.
Salami was speaking at
Tehran's Islamic Revolution
and Holy Defence museum
during the unveiling of an
exhibition of what Iran says are
US and other drones captured
in its territory.

It featured a badly damaged
drone with US military markings said to be an RQ-4 Global
Hawk that Iran downed in June,
as well as an RQ-170 Sentinel
captured in 2011 and still intact.
The Guards also displayed
the domestically manufactured
Khordad 3 air defence battery
they say was used to shoot
down the Global Hawk.
"What are your drones
doing in our airspace? We will
shoot them down, shoot anything that encroaches on our airspace," said Salami, noting Iran

had defeated "America's technological dominance" in air
defence and drone manufacture.
His remarks came only
days after strikes on Saudi oil
facilities claimed by Yemen's
Huthis, but the US says it has
concluded the attack involved
cruise missiles from Iran and
amounted to "an act of war".
Saudi Arabia, which has
been bogged down in a fiveyear war across its southern
border in Yemen, has said Iran
"unquestionably sponsored"
the attacks. The kingdom says
the weapons used in the attacks
were Iranian-made, but it
stopped short of directly blaming its regional rival.
"Sometimes they talk of
military options," Salami said,
apparently referring to the
Americans.
Yet he warned that "a limited aggression will not remain
limited" as Iran was determined
to respond and would "not rest
until the aggressor's collapse."
The Guards' aerospace
commander said the US ought
to learn from its past failures
and abandon its hostile rhetoric.
"We've stood tall for the
past 40 years and if the enemy
makes a mistake, it will cer-

tainly receive a crushing
response," Brigadier General
Amirali Hajizadeh said.
The United States upped
the ante on Friday by announcing new sanctions against
Iran's central bank, with
President Donald Trump calling the measures the toughest
America has ever imposed on
another country.

Washington has imposed a
series of sanctions against
Tehran since unilaterally
pulling out of a landmark 2015
nuclear deal in May last year. It
already maintains sweeping
sanctions on Iran's central
bank, but the US Treasury said
Friday's designation was over
the regulator's work in funding
"terrorism".
AFP
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Tehran: Iran denied on
Saturday its oil infrastructure
had been successfully attacked
by a cyber operation, after
reports of disruptions to the
sector online.
"Contrary to Western
media claims, investigations
done today show no successful
cyber attack was made on the
country's oil installations and
other crucial infrastructure,"
the government's cyber security
office said.
The statement did not
specify which reports it was
addressing.

NetBlocks, an organisation that tracks internet outages, tweeted early Saturday
that "network data show intermittent disruptions to internet
connectivity in #Iran."
But it said the cause was
unclear and impact limited,
affecting "online industrial and
government platforms" and
specific providers.
"Data are consistent with a
cyber attack or unplanned
technical incident on affected
networks as opposed to a purposeful withdrawal or shutdown incident," it added. AFP
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Washington: Expressing concern over China's growing military might, US President
Donald Trump has said the
Communist nation is a threat
to the world and blamed his
predecessors for not stopping
it from stealing America's intellectual property to bolster its
defence capabilities.
China has hiked its military
spending by seven per cent to
$152 billion as Beijing aims at
countering America's push into
the disputed South China Sea.
"Obviously China is a
threat to the world in a sense
because they are building a military faster than anybody and
frankly they are using US
money," Trump, who was
accompanied by visiting
Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison, told reporters
here on Friday.
Trump said the US
Presidents before him allowed
China to take out $500 billion
a year and more than that.
"They have allowed China
to steal our intellectual property and property rights and
I'm not doing that," he said.
According to the president,
the two countries were very
close to having a trade deal.

"We work very closely, had
intellectual property, all of the
tough things work negotiated
and then at the last moment,
they said we cannot agree to
this," he alleged, referring to the
abrupt collapse of the trade deal
with China early this year.
"I said that's all right we are
charging you 25 per cent tariffs
and then it's going up and it will
continue to go up. Frankly we
are making so many hundreds
of the numbers that we are taking in to our treasury...Look at
the great reports that came out
two days ago on retailing, on
consumers, on numbers that
nobody believes," he added.
The world's two largest
economies are locked in a trade
war since Trump in March last
year imposed tariff hikes of up
to 25 per cent on $250 billion
of Chinese goods. In response,
China, the world's second
largest economy after the US,
imposed tit-for-tat tariffs on
$110 billion of American goods.
The two countries have
resumed their trade negotiations.
Trump has said that he will
enter into a trade deal with
Beijing only if he is confident
that it is good for the US. PTI
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Washington: A mysterious
whistleblower, a telephone call
between President Donald
Trump and a foreign leader, and
military aid to Ukraine.
Here's what we know about
the latest political firestorm
swirling around Washington:
On August 12, an unknown
whistleblower in the US intelligence community filed a complaint with Michael Atkinson,
the Inspector General of the
Intelligence Community (ICIG),
regarding a matter of "urgent
concern." The identity of the
whistleblower and the nature of
the complaint have not been
publicly revealed.
After reviewing the complaint, Atkinson determined it
was "credible" and forwarded it
on August 26 to the acting
Director
of
National
Intelligence, Joseph Maguire, a
Trump appointee.
The Democratic-led House
Intelligence Committee is
demanding that the whistleblower's complaint be turned
over but Maguire has declined
to share it.
According
to
The
Washington Post, the complaint
concerned a "promise" Trump
made in a recent phone call with
a foreign leader.
The phone call in question,
according to US media reports,
was a July 25 conversation
between Trump and Ukraine's
newly elected President
Volodymyr Zelensky.
According to The Wall
Street Journal, Trump repeatedly pressured Zelensky in the
call to investigate Hunter
Biden, the son of Joe Biden,
Trump's main potential 2020
reelection rival.
Hunter Biden in 2014
joined the board of Burisma
Holdings, a Ukrainian gas firm
accused of corrupt practices, but
he has not been personally
accused of any wrongdoing.
The Journal said Trump
urged Zelensky "about eight
times" during the call to work
with Rudy Giuliani, his personal
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attorney, on a probe into Hunter
Biden.
At the time of the conversation, the United States was
holding up $250 million in
military aid for Ukraine, but the
Journal said Trump did not
mention the assistance during
the conversation.
Three committees in the
Democratic-controlled House
of Representatives have
demanded that the White House
turn over a transcript of the call.
The committees claim it
may include evidence of Trump
and Giuliani's efforts to
"improperly pressure" Ukraine
to help his reelection bid.
They accused Trump and
Giuliani of trying to coerce
Ukraine, in exchange for military assistance, into conducting
a "politically motivated" investigation into Hunter Biden.
"If the President is trying
to pressure Ukraine into
choosing between defending
itself from Russian aggression
without US assistance or leveraging its judicial system to
serve the ends of the Trump
campaign, this would represent
a staggering abuse of power,"
the Democratic committee
chairmen said.
The US military aid package for Ukraine, which is battling pro-Russian separatists,
was finally approved by the
White House last week.
Trump for his part has
insisted there was nothing unto-

ward about the telephone call.
"Virtually anytime I speak
on the phone to a foreign
leader, I understand that there
may be many people listening
from various US agencies, not
to mention those from the
other country itself," he tweeted on Thursday.
"Knowing all of this, is
anybody dumb enough to
believe that I would say something inappropriate with a foreign leader while on such a
potentially 'heavily populated'
call," he said.
"I would only do what is
right anyway, and only do good
for the USA!"
Speaking to reporters at
the White House on Friday,
Trump described the story as
a "political hack job" and said
former vice president Joe
Biden is the one who should be
investigated.
"It was a totally appropriate conversation," he said of the
telephone call.
"It was actually a beautiful
conversation."
Trump claimed he didn't
know the identity of the
whistleblower but said he was
a "partisan person." Giuliani,
the former mayor of New
York, also took to Twitter to
defend Trump.
"A President telling a Preselect of a well known corrupt
country he better investigate
corruption that affects US is
doing his job," he tweeted. AFP
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Washington: The rainfall in
some of Indonesia's islands such
as Sumatra, Java, and Borneo
affects the climate of regions that
are even thousands of miles
away, according to a new study.
Sumatra, Java, Borneo, and
Papua New Guinea, along with
a clutch of smaller islands are
part of what is known as the
"Maritime Continent," which,
according to the researchers,
experiences significant rainfall
including "periodic monsoonal
rain, and flash flooding."
In the study, published in
the Journal of Atmospheric
Sciences, researchers revealed
details of the connection
between a larger atmospheric
phenomenon called the
Madden-Julian Oscillation

(MJO), and the daily patterns of
rainfall in the Maritime
Continent.
The MJO, the study noted,
circles the globe around the
tropics and can affect weather on
weekly to monthly time scales,
bringing cloudy and sunny periods alternatively.
The researchers, led by
atmospheric scientist Giuseppe
Torri at the University of Hawaii
(UH), found that the impact of
the MJO on the daily rainfall
patterns of Sumatra was quite
significant.
When the MJO was active
near the Maritime Continent,
there was more water vapour,
and therefore greater possibility of rain, according to the
researchers.
PTI

London: A vote to oust the
deputy leader of Britain's main
Opposition Labour Party was
ditched Saturday after a big
backlash to the proposal
prompted Jeremy Corbyn, the
party's leader, to intervene.
The surprise attempt to
abolish the role of deputy
leader by one of Corbyn's close
allies caused uproar among
many Labour members and has
overshadowed the start of the
party's annual conference in the
southern England city of
Brighton.
Corbyn has tried to put a lid
on the row by proposing that
Labour carry out a review of the
role, currently held by lawmaker Tom Watson, who has
clashed with the leader on a
number of issues, notably Brexit.
The proposal to get rid of
the deputy's role had been
scheduled to be put to a vote
Saturday of Labour's governing

body, the National Executive
Committee.
The move against Watson
has laid bare the divisions in
the party — Watson has
espoused a number of viewpoints that have offended many
of Corbyn's left-wing supporters but have appealed to the
moderate wing of the party.
Heading into the conference on Saturday, Corbyn tried
to put a brave face on the row
and said he enjoyed working
with Watson.
"The NEC agreed this
morning that we are going to
consult on the future of diversifying the deputy leadership
position to reflect the diversity of our society," Corbyn said.
Questioned by assembled
reporters, Corbyn refused to
say when he first knew about
the attempt to oust Watson, nor
whether he had full confidence in his deputy.

Watson told BBC radio
before the proposal was ditched
that the attempt to oust him was
akin to "a straight sectarian
attack on a broad-church party"
and that he believes his position
on Brexit was behind the move.
He said the move against
him came as a shock and that
he was in a Chinese restaurant
in Manchester Friday evening
when he found out about it.
The row exploded Friday
when Jon Lansman, the
founder of the pro-Corbyn
grassroots Momentum group,
proposed a motion for
Watson's job to be scrapped.
Lansman said in a tweet he
welcomed Corbyn's proposal
to review the role of deputy
leader and added that the
party needs "to make sure the
deputy leader role is properly
accountable to the membership while also unifying the
party at conference.
AP
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Paris: Over a hundred demonstrators were arrested at yellow
vest protests in Paris on
Saturday as about 7,500 police
were deployed to quell any violence by the movement and its
radical, anarchist "black blocs".
There were also fears that
the demonstrators could try to
infiltrate a march against climate change in the French
capital.
The yellow vest movement erupted 10 months ago
and blindsided President
Emmanuel Macron, whom
protesters accused of being out
of touch with the needs of
ordinary French people.
"What are we doing? We
are assembling just to say that
we can't make ends meet.
(The protest) is not only
against the president, it's
against the system," said a
woman protestor who did not
give her name.
The weekly demonstrations — Saturday was the 45th
— prompted Macron to loosen
the state's purse strings to the
tune of nearly 17 billion euros
(18.8 billion) in wage boosts
and tax cuts for low earners,
but tapered off over the summer.
AFP
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Islamabad: Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan on
Saturday left for New York on
a week-long visit to attend the
United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) session
during which he is to make
Kashmir the focus of his
address and interactions.
He will share Pakistan's
perspective and position on the
Jammu & Kashmir issue and
on its current human rights and
related dimensions, a Foreign
Office statement said.
Imran Khan is being
accompanied by Foreign
Minister Shah Mehmood
Qureshi, Advisor on Finance
Hafeez Shaikh and Special
Assistant on Overseas
Pakistanis Zulfikar Abbas
Bukhari.
Imran Khan will hold several bilateral meetings with
his counterparts from various
nations and participate in highlevel UN summits on climate
change, sustainable development, universal health coverage
and financing for development.

He will also attend and
speak at high-level side events
co-hosted by Pakistan and
Turkey on countering hate
speech and on environmental
protection and poverty alleviation, co-hosted by Malaysia
and Pakistan. A trilateral summit meeting of Pakistan,
Malaysia and Turkey will be
held on the General Assembly
sidelines.
He will interact with a
cross-section of international
media outlets and hold meetings with editorial boards, the
Foreign Office spokesperson
said.
He will also avail the opportunity to articulate Pakistan's
perspective on some key contemporary issues, especially the
centrality of the Jammu &
Kashmir dispute.
IANS
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Hong Kong: Protesters in
Hong Kong threw gasoline
bombs and police fired tear gas
Saturday in renewed clashes
over anti-government grievances.
Reporters saw at least one
person arrested after violence
erupted following an afternoon
march by several thousand
people in Tuen Mun, a district
in the northwest of the Chinese
territory. Hong Kong is in the
fourth month of sometimes
violent protests that occur every
weekend. They started with
opposition to a proposed extradition law and have expanded
to include demands for greater
democracy.
Most protesters in Tuen
Mun were peaceful but some

0?

threw gasoline bombs and
bricks toward police who faced
them down the street.
They appeared to fall short
of the police and there was no
indication anyone was hit.
Police with anti-riot helmets and shields responded by
firing tear gas. In the evening,
protesters gathered at a shopping mall in another district,
Yuen Long.
Some threw gasoline
bombs in the street but there
was no indication anyone was
injured. Elsewhere, scuffles
were reported as government
supporters heeded a call by a
pro-Beijing member of the
Hong Kong legislature to tear
down protest posters at subway
stations.
AFP
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boxer Amit Panghal’s
Ithendian
phenomenal campaign in
men’s world championships
ended with a Silver medal
after he went down to Olympic
champion Shakhobidin Zoirov
of Uzbekistan in an intense
52kg category final here on
Saturday.
Panghal lost 0-5 but the
scoreline was hardly a reflection of the fight he put on
against the more fancied
Zoirov.
In the course of his stupendous run, the second-seeded Indian became the first
male boxer from the country to

finish second in the world
event. The nation achieved its
best-ever medal haul of two.
Commonwealth Games Silvermedallist Manish Kaushik
(63kg) had signed off with a
Bronze after losing in the semifinals earlier.
Once again up against a
taller and more muscular
opponent, Panghal gave it his
all but fell short when
it came to connecting
accurately. The Asian
Games and Asian
Championships Goldmedallist nonetheless
achieved a historic
feat.
In a bout that was
mostly about counter-attack,
both Panghal and Zoirov were
wary of each other in the
opening three minutes.
The action picked up a bit
in the second round and
Panghal tried hard to capital0\Xc?P]VWP[_^bTbfXcWBX[eTa\TSP[PUcTabdUUTaX]VSTUTPcX]cWTUX]P[ 158CfXccTa ize on his rival’s low guard.

However, in Zoirov, Panghal
met his match in pace and the
Uzbek had no trouble dodging
Panghal’s lunging efforts.
The final round was when
the two boxers decided to
attack each other more intensely and even though Panghal
was more aggressive, it was
Zoirov who managed to land
more scoring blows.
The Silver here
marks a new high for
the boxer from
Rohtak, who has been
simply unstoppable
since breaking into
the national scene
with a Bronze in the
2017
Asian
Championships.
Zoirov, despite being
unseeded here, was always
going to be a tough challenge
as he also has to his credit
Silver medals in the Asian
Games and the Asian
Championships.

Before this year, India had
never won more than one
Bronze medal at a single edition
of the world championship.
This time, India was
among nine countries, out of a
total of 78, which had their boxers in the finals. Uzbekistan
topped the finalists count with
four boxers.
“This is a reward for the
effort that BFI (Boxing
Federation of India) has put
into re-modelling the entire
structure of the sport so that
our boxers get the best of training and can confidently perform on the world stage,” BFI
President Ajay Singh said.
“With less than a year to go
for the 2020 Olympics, these
performances are a major
boost. BFI will ensure and
encourage them in every possible way so that they can carry
this form into Tokyo to bring
back medals for the country,” he
added.

'HHSDN¶VGRXEOHGHOLJKW
?d]XPc^UXVWcU^a6^[SPcF^a[Sbc^SPhPUcTaQ^^ZX]V>[h\_XRb`d^cP
?C8 Q =DABD;C0=

eigning junior world
champion
Deepak
Punia placed himself in
line for the senior world title
by reaching the 86kg final
apart from booking his Tokyo
Olympics quota, here on
Saturday.
Competing in his maiden
senior world championship,
Deepak moved to the final
with a commanding 8-2 win
over Switzerland’s Stefan
Reichmuth.
He will fight for the title
against 2016 Rio Olympics
74kg Gold medallist Hassan
Yazdanicharati of Iran
today. Yazdanicharati
had also won 2018
Jakarta- Palembang
Asian Games 86kg
Gold.
It has been a steady
progress for Deepak,
who won the World
Cadet title in 2016 and
became junior world
champion only last month in
Estonia. He can now emulate
double Olympic medallist
Sushil Kumar who is till now
the only Indian to have won a
World Championships title in
2010.
The 20-year old Deepak
also ensured that India will
return from the World
Championship with its best
ever performance as the country is now assured of four
medals.
Vinesh Phogat, Bajrang
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Punia and Ravi Dahiya have
already won a Bronze medal
each. All of them qualified for
the Tokyo Olympics as well.
Rahul Aware can make it
even better if he wins today’s
Bronze medal bout in the
61kg non-Olympic category.
He lost his semifinal bout 610 to Beka Lomtadze of
Georgia.
India had returned with
three medals in 2013.
Deepak’s all-round ability
— defence, attack,
stamina and awareness on the mat —
played a key role in
his memorable
performance.
“I had genuinely hoped for a
medal
and
Olympic quota. So,
it is a double
delight for me. My seniors like
Sushil Kumar and Bajrang
Punia inspire me,” Deepak
said.
“I felt a bit under pressure
when I fought with the
Kazakh wrestler (in quarterfinals). He had beaten me in
Italy early this year and I was
a bit apprehensive about fighting the home wrestler because
of the Bajrang bout (controversy),” he added.
There was no action in the
first period of the semifinal

with Deepak gaining a 1-0
lead on activity clock.
In the second period,
Deepak
pushed
out
Reichmuth and took the Swiss
down for a 4-0 lead. He lost
two points but another takedown and expose move
clinched it for Deepak.
The 20-year-old Deepak,
who trains at Chhatrasal stadium in Delhi, had booked the
quota after prevailing 7-6 in a
tense semifinal against
Colombia’s Carlos Arturo
Mendez.
With one minute to go, he
was trailing 3-6 but pulled off
a takedown and then an
expose move to take 7-6 lead
in the dying moments of the
tense bout.
Also doing a commendable job was Aware who
reached the Bronze medal
round in the 61kg nonOlympic category after reaching the semifinals.
Both Deepak and Rahul
overcame rough Kazakh
wrestlers en route the semifinals.
Aware lost a pacy semifinal 6-10 to Beka Lomtadze of
Georgia, the European championship Silver medallist.
Meanwhile, Jitender lost
his 79kg quarterfinal while
Mausam Khatri lost his first
round in 97kg to reigning
Olympic champion Kyle
Frederick Snyder to go out of
the championship since their
opponents failed to reach the
finals.
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e is the first to a historic
milestone in Indian boxH
ing but there was a time when
Amit Panghal would come in
last. The last to knock on the
training halls, the last to report
back from camp leaves.
The pint-sized dynamo
from Rohtak became the first
Indian male boxer to claim a
Silver medal at the World
Championships, which concluded in Ekaterinburg on
Saturday.
Speaking about it, Panghal
(52kg), an Asian Games and
Asian Championships Goldmedallist, recalled with hearty
laughter the times he “frustrated” coaches with his
approach, which meant carefree to him but reckless to
them.
“It’s true, I used to leave the
camp on weekends (off days),
I just didn’t have the patience.
The coaches used to be furious
at me but then that was me at
that time. We just didn’t have
enough chhutti (holidays) and
I was always tempted to make
the most of whatever I could
manage,” the 23-year-old
Indian Armyman said.
“Oh, we used to be so
frustrated with him. He wouldn’t come back from leave on
time, wouldn’t show up for
training on time. But then he
had this amazing eye-catching
game, we just couldn’t have
given up on him despite the
indiscipline,” recalled national
coach C A Kuttappa.
The time they speak of was
2016, and a year later Panghal
made quite a statement with a
Bronze medal on debut in the
Asian Championships.
“I am so grateful to the
coaches who didn’t give up on
me. Because of their patience,
I began taking my game more
seriously and there came a
time when I went home just
once a month, that too after the
coaches would tell me to take
a break,” Panghal said.
But old habits die hard and

Kuttappa, who fondly calls
Panghal bacchu (child),
revealed that even at the justconcluded world championship
Panghal showed up late once
for a training session.
“I told him to pay 1000
bucks and only then we would
let him in,” he said with a
chuckle.
Panghal couldn’t help
laughing about it either but he
also pointed out a major
change in his approach.
“Now I am the last to leave
the training hall. Everyone
leaves but I keep at it, I force
them (the coaches) to be with
me even on off days for training. They tell me ‘bas kar yaar,
hum jaa rahe hain ab’. My attitude to training has changed
quite a lot but even now I am
harassing coaches,” he quipped.
“Earlier, I would leave (the
training hall) without even
cooling off but I am more
patient now. I wait for my
body to adapt before signing
off. I adhere to the procedure
with sincerity now,” he added.
Speaking of adapting,
Panghal has had to make major
adjustments to excel in the
52kg category after a stellar run
in the 49kg division. During
the transition, he candidly confessed that he was unsure about
how the change would pan out
for him.
“It hasn’t been as difficult
as I first thought. But it has
taken time for me to fit in,” he
said.
“Abhi bhi kahaan itna
adjustment huwa hai (I haven’t
adjusted completely). I am
only 65 to 70 per cent there in
realising my full potential. I
have managed to add power in
my punches to negate the
height disadvantage. It’s crucial
because I am mostly up against
taller guys. But I am still a work
in progress,” he added.
Panghal prefers to be humble about his achievements
and prefers to describe his
phenomenal rise since 2017 a
combination of some luck and
loads of hard work.
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errari’s Charles Leclerc secured
pole position for the Singapore
Grand Prix on Saturday as he looks
to claim a stunning hat-trick of wins
after triumphs in Belgium and Italy.
The 21-year-old will
be joined on the front row CY^W`_bU7bQ^T@bYh
by championship leader <YfUVb_]%*#%`]9CD
Lewis Hamilton in a DE2CDA@CEDD6=64E"
Mercedes, with Leclerc’s
teammate Sebastian Vettel rounding
out the top three, ahead of Red Bull’s
Max Verstappen and Valtteri Bottas.
Despite winning the last two
races on power-friendly tracks,
Ferrari had been given little chance
of competing under the floodlights
at the demanding 23-turn layout in
Singapore.
But Leclerc and Vettel tore up
the script to gatecrash what was
expected to be a Mercedes and Red
Bull party.
“I’m extremely happy about
today. It was a good lap but I lost it
a few times,” Leclerc said after completing a 1:36.217 second final lap.
“I have to thank the team. We
brought some new bits that worked
properly. I worked hard after a bad
Friday and today it paid off,” added
Leclerc, who recorded his fifth pole
position of the season.
Hamilton holds a 63-point lead
over Bottas of Mercedes in the title
race with seven rounds remaining.
The Briton said he would adopt
an aggressive approach to today’s
0?
race in search of a ninth victory of 2WPa[Tb;TR[TaRcPZTbPSaX]ZPUcTacPZX]V_^[T_^bXcX^]X]cWT`dP[XUhX]VbTbbX^]
“The final attempt should have
the season, as he seeks a sixth can be aggressive.”
Vettel has suffered an erratic sea- been better but I was able to improve
world championship.
“I don’t know where Ferrari son while his rookie teammate has run by run. Maybe I peaked too
picked up their pace but they did a shone for the Italian team. The early,” Vettel said.
Red Bull’s Alex Albon will start
great job,” said Hamilton, who German was quickest in the first half
of the final part of qualifying until sixth on the grid, ahead of Carlos
lapped in 1:36.408.
“I’m really happy to be on the Leclerc and Hamilton edged past Sainz, Daniel Ricciardo, Nico
Hulkenberg and Lando Norris.
front row with them. Tomorrow we him.
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irat Kohli’s familiar exuberance
and pep talks drowned the
V
chatter around Rishabh Pant as
India prepared to play South Africa
in the third T20 International here
today, seeking a 2-0 series verdict.
The comprehensive sevenwicket victory in the second game,
which was built on the back of a
fine comeback by the bowlers and
a Kohli masterclass, is history now
and the team is looking for another commanding performance
before the Test series gets underway.
Against a fairly new-look
South African side that seems to
lack the resources required to
counter the home team’s firepower, India will surely fancy their
chances of an encore, at the M
Chinnaswamy Stadium.
Embattled wicketkeeper-batsman Pant could not deliver in the
last match and as he continues to
struggle with the bat, he remains
under scrutiny.
Pant has divided opinions —
many questioned his temperament, shot-selection and the resultant slump in form — while others refused to be harsh on him considering the talent that he possesses.
The South Africans had no
answer to Kohli’s batting at Mohali
in the second T20I, and with the
next game being hosted at a
ground where he is too familiar
with, the Indian captain will be
eyeing another good outing.
But before Kohli, his deputy
Rohit Sharma and Shikhar
Dhawan will be standing up to the
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Kagiso Rabada-led pace attack
with optimism, the size of the
ground only aiding stroke-makers
like the two openers.
India also have the likes of the
extremely talented Shreyas Iyer in
their middle-order, followed by
Hardik Pandya and Ravindra

Jadeja.
The Indian team management
may have taken heart from the fact
that pacers such as Deepak Chahar
and Navdeep Saini put their hands
up in the absence of regulars
Jasprit Bumrah and Bhuvneshwar
Kumar.
They may not have years of
international experience behind
them but the likes of Washington
Sundar, Chahar and Saini showed
that they can challenge the South
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Africans.
New captain Quinton de Kock
will again have to shoulder the bulk
of responsibility with the bat and
he will hope for support from the
likes of David Miller and Reeza
Hindricks.
De Kock might have to change
the manner in which he handled
his bowlers in the second match,
introducing his spinners late in the
innings despite the Indians easily
tackling his fast bowlers.
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he 20th India-Russia Summit
at Vladivostok on September
4-5, 2019 marked the first
visit by an Indian Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi, to
the Russian Far East. It placed the port
city and its surrounding region in the
eye of a bold joint initiative to energise
“strong, multifaceted trade and economic cooperation as the foundation for further expanding the range of India-Russia
relations”.
Speaking at the
Joint Press
Conference with
President Putin,
India’s Prime
Minister emphasised that the partnership between
1C?;5=E;5B:9 India and Russia
was based on
“trust”. The basis for this “trust” is rooted
in the first India-Russia Summit held in
New Delhi in October 2000, when the
two countries signed a Declaration on
Strategic Partnership. At that time,
Russia was emerging from a decade of
political and economic downturn following the disintegration of the Soviet
Union. India was emerging from the
first phase of her momentous economic
reforms. The overall objective of the
India-Russia partnership was designed
to create strategic autonomy for both
countries.
The first summit took place after
India’s nuclear weapons tests of May 1113, 1998, and newly elected President
Putin’s pledge on May 7, 2000 to make
Russia “a country that its citizens are
proud of and is respected internationally”. The decision taken by former Indian
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
President Putin to institutionalise the
India-Russia Summit mechanism annually has withstood the test of time. At
Vladivostok, India and Russia asserted
that in “successfully coping with the turbulent realities of the contemporary
world” they have “never been and will
not be susceptible to outside influence”.
Rejecting “unilateral coercive measures not based on international law,” the
Summit called for “strengthening” multilateralism and underlined the “primacy
of international law”. Prime Minister
Modi said that “both countries understand that we need a multipolar world to
achieve peace and stability”. Russia reiterated its support for India’s permanent
membership of the UN Security Council.
At their joint press conference, both
leaders underlined the bonds that link
India and Russia together, with President
Putin highlighting the deep mutual interest in “each other’s culture, history and
moral values.”
The Summit consolidated two
decades of calibrated decisions by India
and Russia to give a forward-looking

T

agenda to their bilateral partnership in
three core areas — economic, energy and
defence cooperation. In each area, the
two countries prioritised the role of
investments, manufacturing, employment and technology as catalysts for
their burgeoning partnership. They
agreed to integrate innovation in high
technology products in telecommunications, pharmaceuticals, robotics, artificial
intelligence and nanotechnologies into
this framework.
53?>?=933??@5B1D9?>
The potential of economic cooperation to strengthen the “special and privileged strategic partnership” between
India and Russia has remained largely
untapped, despite several initiatives
taken over the past 20 years. Bilateral
trade has gradually increased from $1.5
billion in 2000 to its current annual level
of about $11 billion, well short of the
declared target of $30 billion by 2025.
The Vladivostok Summit resulted in
a joint initiative to utilise the “immense
energy of the private industry”, in Prime
Minister Modi’s words, to turn this situation around. In addition to energy and
defence cooperation, the economic partnership would target the pharmaceuticals, agriculture, civil aviation, railways,
ship building, space, education and
tourism sectors. The new strategy
unveiled at Vladivostok integrates four
supportive measures to increase Russian
business participation in the Make in
India programme, along with an
increased Indian business participation
in investment projects in Russia.
First, a bilateral inter-governmental
agreement on the promotion and protection of mutual investments is to be negotiated to anchor this initiative. Second,
steps would be taken to address non-tariff barriers to bilateral trade, including
through broader discussions on a Trade
Agreement between India and the
Eurasian Economic Union. Third, coordinating support would be rendered by
the investment offices of Russia in India
and India in Russia. Fourth, the IndiaRussia Strategic Economic Dialogue
mechanism set up after the 2018 New
Delhi Summit would be geared to promote “cohesive and mutually beneficial
cooperation in core sectors”.
Building on the initial attempts made
in 2001 to bring the states of India and
provinces of Russia into the framework
of economic cooperation, the Summit
envisaged interaction between Uttar
Pradesh, Gujarat, Haryana and Goa with
the 11 provinces of Russia’s Far East to
provide depth to this process. Prime
Minister Modi mentioned the “coal
industry, the diamond industry, the lumber industry, as well as agriculture and
tourism” as the specific focus of this
interaction, which could impact on
“exploring cooperation on temporary

placement of skilled manpower from
India” in Russia’s Far East.
The broad vision behind India’s historic economic engagement at the highest level with Russia’s Far East was
brought out by Prime Minister Modi at
the plenary session of the Eastern
Economic Forum at Vladivostok on
September 5, 2019. He said: “India will
provide a $1 billion line of credit to further contribute to the development of the
Far East. This is the first time that we are
giving a line of credit to a particular
region of a country. My Government’s
Act East Policy has actively engaged with
East Asia. Today’s announcement will
prove to be the take-off point of the Act
Far East policy and it is my firm belief
that this step adds a new dimension to
our economic diplomacy. We will be
active participants in the development of
the regions of our friendly countries
according to their priorities.”
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The primary objective of IndiaRussia energy cooperation has been
India’s quest for energy security, and
Russia’s interest in exporting its huge
energy reserves on a long-term predictable basis to India, one of the biggest
importers of energy in the world. The
Vladivostok Summit discussed partnership in nuclear, oil and gas sectors within
this framework, integrating it with the
new thrust on economic cooperation.
Both leaders stressed civil nuclear
cooperation as an “important component
of strategic partnership”. Prime Minister
Modi emphasised the significance of
“localisation of nuclear power plants”
with reference to the new reactors being
constructed by Russia at Kudankulam,
which will strengthen India’s nuclear
reactor construction capabilities, including in manufacturing and in expanding
her pool of skilled manpower. President
Putin highlighted bilateral cooperation in
Kudankulam as a “flagship joint project”
and anticipated that “at least 12 Russiandesigned nuclear power plants will be
built within the next 20 years” in India.
This would provide the basis for an
increase in nuclear trade and technological cooperation between Russia and
India, including in “joint manufacturing
of equipment and fuel.” The Summit welcomed the success of India-Russia cooperation in constructing the Rooppur
Nuclear Power Plant in Bangladesh,
which motivated them to look at similar
joint cooperation projects for nuclear
power in third world countries.
It is significant that during the past
20 years India and Russia have been able
to outline such a forward-looking
nuclear energy partnership, which is in
consonance with their international legal
obligations on the peaceful uses of
nuclear energy. Russia reiterated its
strong support to India’s membership of

the Nuclear Suppliers Group.
India’s investments in the oil and gas
sector of Russia have crossed $15 billion,
including her stake of $2.7 billion in the
Sakhalin-1 project in Russia’s Far East
from 2001. Russia’s Rosneft-led consortium, which acquired India’s Essar Oil
(since renamed as Nayara Energy) for
$13 billion in 2017, is expected to
expand the capacity of India’s second
largest oil refinery at Vadinar in Gujarat,
which currently refines 20 million
tonnes of oil annually.
An agreement on Hydrocarbons
cooperation for 2019-2024 was
announced during the Summit, which
welcomed the implementation of mutually beneficial long-term partnerships
between India’s Consortium of Oil and
Gas Public Sector Undertakings and
Russia’s Rosneft, and between Gas
Authority of India Limited (GAIL) and
Russia’s giant Gazprom. The projects
being implemented included Vankorneft
and Taas-Yuryakh in eastern Siberia, the
location of one of Russia’s largest oil and
gas reserves, and a contract for long-term
supply of Russian Liquified Natural Gas
(LNG) to India.
This approach is designed to create a
strategic alignment for the supply and
processing of Russian energy to India. A
long-term predictable arrangement will
mitigate the current volatility in supply
and prices in global energy supplies to
India. The impact of this emerging alignment will be felt in emerging partnerships in the inland and maritime transportation, port modernisation and energy processing sectors.
4565>353??@5B1D9?>
President Putin accompanied Prime
Minister Modi on a tour of the Zvezda
ship-building complex near Vladivostok,
which enabled the two leaders to spend
two hours together in the informal discussions. This continued a practice initiated with their meeting in Sochi in May
2018. The Russian leader’s public references to the “many Russian made ships”
in the Indian Navy including the aircraft
carrier Vikramaditya and leased nuclear
powered submarine Chakra were significant markers for the Summit agreement
on preparing “a framework for cooperation on reciprocal logistics support”.
At the Summit’s joint press conference, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
termed the “steps that are giving our
defence cooperation a solid foundation
of co-manufacturing” a boost to Indian
industry. President Putin emphasised the
important role of “joint projects in India”
to illustrate that “Russia does more than
supply weapons to India.”
A significant takeaway from the
Vladivostok Summit for future defence
cooperation was the agreement for manufacturing spares of Russian/Soviet-origin equipment in India. This agreement

represents a sustainable solution to a
long-standing problem that has festered
for almost two decades on the ground.
By upgrading India-Russia defence cooperation, opening the doors for joint
development and production of military
equipment, components, and spare parts,
as well as after-sales service activities, a
visible economic dimension has been
added to defence cooperation. At the
heart of this new activity will be Russian
participation through investments in
joint ventures and technology in the
Make in India programme, with its
“spin-off ” benefits for employment and
technology diffusion.
D8575?@?<9D931<49=5>C9?>
The objective of prioritising economic cooperation to boost the India-Russia
partnership will be require a supportive
geo-political framework, especially for
connectivity between India and Russia’s
Far East.
The reference to an “open and inclusive Indo-Pacific region” in Prime
Minister Modi’s address to the Eastern
Economic Forum was accompanied by
the announcement of a new maritime
route between Chennai and Vladivostok
to “increase connectivity between the
regions”, which would traverse the South
China Sea. Despite Russia’s reported hesitations on officially using the term
“Indo-Pacific”, the Summit declaration’s
reference to consultations on “integration
and development initiatives in the
greater Eurasian space and in the regions
of the Indian and Pacific Oceans”
denotes an emerging strategic convergence between India and Russia on an
“inclusive” Indo-Pacific regional strategy.
This would incorporate not only maritime connectivity in the Pacific, but also
critical maritime connectivity routes in
the western Indo-Pacific such as the
straits of Hormuz and the Red Sea, as
well as connectivity projects such as
Chabahar in Iran and emerging maritime routes using the Arctic.
The Summit declaration identified
cooperation in the Arctic and cyber
security as emerging areas for IndiaRussia partnership. Russia’s long experience in deep sea fishing and deep-sea
mining could provide the building blocks
for the concept of the Blue Economy of
the Indo-Pacific, as part of India’s
SAGAR Indian Ocean strategy articulated by Prime Minister Modi in March
2015. Incorporating these areas into the
special and privileged strategic partnership between India and Russia could
catalyse the emergence of India as a maritime power.
The author was India’s Ambassador to
the United Nations (2013-2015) and
India’s Deputy Ambassador to the Russian
Federation (2001-2005). He is a
Distinguished Fellow of the Vivekananda
International Foundation, New Delhi
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131 page book packed with
shocking but well researched
facts, data and information.
That’s how “Caste As Social
Capital”, authored by Prof R
Vaidyanathan can be described. The data
painstakingly collected by Prof
Vaidyanathan and presented in an articulate manner points at a big reservation
fraud. The book is an account of how
the caste system in Indian has been distorted, mutilated and misinterpreted by
the self styled liberals who have taken
the gullible for a ride under the pretext
of salvation and casteless society.
The modern English education
introduced in the subcontinent by
Thomas Babington Macaulay during the
colonial rule of British has succeeded in
creating generations of Indian youth suffering from serious inferiority complex.
They have not read Sanskrit or Kalidasa
or Megha Sandesham and hence are
ignorant about the rich Indian heritage.
For them, what matters is the manufactured and distorted history inculcated in
the Indian psyche by the Macaulay
designed education. “Our English
schools are flourishing wonderfully…
The effect of this education on the
Hindoos is prodigious. No Hindoo, who
has received an English education, ever
remains sincerely attached to his religion… It is my firm belief that, if our
plans of education are followed up, there
will not be a single idolater among the
respectable classes in Bengal thirty years
hence…” Macaulay wrote to his father in
1836. Needles to say, the modern day
Indians have done Macaulay proud by
living a life as scripted by him way back
in the 1830s.
While the colonial masters aided by
evangelists and proselytisers had a free
run all over the country, the great truth
about the rich cultural heritage of this
nation lies buried thousand fathoms
deep. Prof Vaidyanathan, through his
book is trying to bring the real picture
out in the public domain.
What “Caste As Social Capital” tries
to tell the readers is that despite the
protests by the Left and Liberals against
the Indian caste system, it has more
advantages than disadvantages. And the
most shocking disclosure made by Prof
Vaidyanathan is that the Reservation
System practiced in India is a big fraud
perpetrated on the Hindus of India by
forces which want the annihilation of the
Sanatana Dharma.
The Mandal Commission recommendations were implemented in early
1990s by politicians with selfish motives.
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Though there were widespread agitations against the recommendations that
“robbed” a major chunk of seats in educational institutions and government
jobs from the merit category and placed
them at the disposal of communities categorised as Scheduled Caste, Scheduled
Tribe, Other Backward Communities
and Most Backward Communities, the
mainstream media sought to downplay
the same to suit their business interests.
How many among us remember the
martyrdom of Rajiv Goswami, the New
Delhi youth who tried self immolation
to protest against the then VP Singh
government’s decision to implement the
Mandal Commission Recommendations.
India was not the same after the implementation of those recommendations.
Prof Vaidyanathan says that the recommendations were erred and out of sync
with reality. The quota and per cent of
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“Dharampal discovered that a fairly
detailed survey of school and college
education has been undertaken by the
British administration in the erstwhile
Madras Presidency Area. According to
the survey conducted between 1822 and
1825 in the Madras Presidency (that is,
the whole of the Indian States of Tamil
Nadu and Andhra Pradesh, and parts of
Odissha, Kerala, Karnataka, and the
union territory of Lakshadweep), 11,575
schools and 1094 colleges were then in
existence in the Presidency and the number of students in them were 157, 195
and 5431 respectively,” writes Prof
Vaidyanathan. Shudras (backward castes)
constituted 70 to 80 per cent of the students in Tamil speaking areas, while the
per cent of backward caste students in
Oriya speaking areas was 62 per cent!
Interestingly, share of the Brahmins
in Tamil-speaking areas of the Madras

Presidency were a mere 13 per cent in
South Arcot and 23 per cent in Madras.
That much for the leaders who demand
still more reservation for the backward,
SC and ST sections of the population!
Another report by J Dent Secretary,
Fort George, dated February 21, 1825
states that out of 1,88, 680 scholars in all
the collectorates of Madras Presidency,
Brahmins made up 23 per cent while
Shudras constituted 45 per cent.
The author has successfully demolished all the arguments put forward by
the political leadership justifying the
need for continuation of reservation, and
that too the most unscientific and crude
form of reservation. “The assumption
made by the Mandal Commission based
on the 1931 Census and other parameters that more than 50 per cent of the
population belongs to OBC may not be
true any longer. The National Sample
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few well-meaning folk
who visit me hold my
hand, weep some, and say
they’re sorry for me. I don’t
know what to do, so I pat them
gently on the thigh (ladies only)
and say, ‘Don’t worry, it’ll all be
okay.’ They look at me strangely
and mumble that I’m strong.
I’ve always been stronghearted and proud of it. So am I
not sad? When I was first diagnosed with Stage One of an
aggressive type of breast cancer,
I was stunned and disappointed
in myself but quickly found my
resolve. I chose to fight cheerfully, selecting the best doctors, eating healthy, praying hard, sending out affirmations to the universe, with a deep belief and
faith that I’d be okay.
Then I learnt hope was a
bad thing.
A year later, I was told my
breast cancer had grown back
and metastasised (metastasis is
when your cancer has spread
from its primary site to the rest
of your body; it is also called
advanced cancer, and the jury is
out on its cure.) I googled it on
my phone and to be doubly sure,
on my laptop. It said the same
thing. Now I became unimaginably sad. But I bit my lip and
kept my chin up in front of the
traitors (doctors) and the caretakers (family). Like every bad
Bollywood film ever, I gulped
and told the husband that something had gone into my eye. And
then came the waterworks. I
cried into the pillow, at the mirror, into the curtain, in the
shower and to a few friends who
caught me offguard. The rest I
avoided. As much as it’s important to cry your share, I also
believe there’s a time to grieve
and a time to snap back. Selfpity is a bottomless pit. So now
I’ve crawled out, and walk noisily around the house with a shawl
draped around my shoulders
like Rajesh Khanna in Anand,
scolding the husband and teaching him for the two-hundredth

reservation announced by the Mandal
Commission were based on flawed
numbers, facts and figures. The last caste
census in India was held in 1931 and the
recommendations of the Commission
were based on the data collected in that
census. For more than six decades, there
were no caste census of any kind in
India and setting apart 27 per cent quota
for OBC against the findings of the 1931
census was against all norms, says the
professor.
The government brought in reservation as an act of atonement for the kind
of discrimination the SC, ST and the
Backwards had to allegedly suffer n the
hands of the upper caste and Brahmins,
so goes the argument. But a research by
renowned Gandhian, Dharampal, has
proved that there was no discrimination
of any kind against the SC, ST and the
OBCs at any time of the history.

Survey 2003 suggests that the OBCs may
only constitute around 36 per cent of the
population and not 50 per cent as was
assumed earlier. If one excludes Muslim
OBCs, then the figure falls to 32 per
cent, according to the NSS. The National
Family Health Statistics conducted in
1998 suggests that the population of
OBCs is around 32 per cent which is
fairly close to the NSS figures,” (Page 1011, Caste As Social Capital).
While demolishing and exposing the
flaws in the claims by the powerful proreservation lobby, Prof Vaidyanathan has
argued that the caste system in India is
not that bad and has done a lot for the
economic and social upliftment of the
poor and the downtrodden. The days of
Marx and Engels who argued that religion is the opium for the masses are long
gone. The religions are alive and kicking.
Caste and religions are the ultra modern
social networking institutions, more progressive and advanced than the five-star
clubs we see in metropolitan cities,
membership of which is a coveted honour for social upward mobility.
“Caste As Social Capital” is a must
read for all those who shun castes and
religion as well as for those who find
solace in them.

time how to fold a towel correctly, with the right side up. I’m
past my Dukh.
Do I have Dard?
Oh yes, of all kinds that
come with an illness like this
one. But heartbreak and bikini
wax still top my list in the ‘most
painful’ charts.
Do I have Hope?
Difficult to say. It’s a long
answer. The husband says, ‘Try

starting from the conclusion.’ I
pretend I haven’t heard.
I stay on the nineteenth
floor of an apartment in Thane
now and though Ka the crow
doesn’t visit here (quite a long
flight from Bandra, with all the
planes coming in the way),
there’s a Crazy Cock down in
the slum nearby that crows
shrilly all day. For decency’s
sake, let’s call it the Crazy

Rooster. I hear his vociferous
crowing first at the crack of
dawn, then he calls boisterously
to the neighbourhood at 10.39
a.m., next I record his loudspeaker-like pitch at 1.21 p.m.,
then he yells his lungs out at 3
p.m. and so on, all bloody day.
Clearly his body clock is
screwed. Then I suddenly
remember it’s spring, my
favourite season, a season for

craziness and hope. My sukhdukh ki saathin, Neha Khullar, is
visiting me. We stand at my bedroom window and look out at
the dull blue water of the Thane
creek. I tell her that its stillness
unnerves me. She listens carefully, then cracks a joke like friends
do to distract; I throw my head
back and laugh. The sun sets
between the brown-green hills
and a silver moon rises above

the water, just like a watercolour
in motion. We stuff our faces
with food, giggle into the night
and look at the highway traffic
till 2 a.m., till Crazy Rooster
goes off again.
To be able to breathe, walk
noisily, listen to a rooster crowing, scold a husband, laugh with
a friend and look at something
so beautiful, is in itself a miracle.
This time I’m not banking on
the hope of a better tomorrow.
I’m just glad to have had a beautiful spring day. A day of life is
still life!
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rif Mohammad Khan, who rose
A
to fame by quitting the Congress
in protest against the then Rajiv
Gandhi Government’s stand on the
Shah Bano case, was once again in
spotlight recently due to two momentous events in the Indian polity.
First, because of his vociferous
support to the passage of the Muslim
Women (Protection of Rights on
Marriage) Act, 2019 (hereby 2019
Act), by the Narendra Modi
Government, which abolished the
practice of instant triple talaq among
Hanafi Sunni Muslim population.
The 2019 Act is both a personal and
political victory for Arif Khan’s
relentless struggle against attacks
and vilification by the conservative
and fundamentalist Sunni Muslim
religious bodies over four decades.
The second reason for his grabbing
the headlines is Arif Khan’s appointment as the Governor of Kerala, ending his political oblivion, particularly from the Governmental office. The
critics, mostly from secular and
Muslim intelligentsia and political
spectrum, have seen the gubernatorial appointment as a reward for his
support to the 2019 Act and accused
him of being an opportunist. Such
criticism is perfectly understandable
as Arif Khan has long defied the “secular framing” of a politician with
Muslim identity as primarily representative of Muslim community and
understanding of Indian politics in
terms of secularism vs communalism.
Beyond these two immediate
contexts, a more serious reason for
public attention lies in his constant
refusal to play the role of “Muslim
politics” in accordance with the rule
book of “secular politics” and of socalled “secular” political parties. In
this political tradition, both “secular
politics” and “Muslim politics” complement each other; wherein “secular politics” tends to demonstrate its
sensitivity towards accommodating
the religious demands of Muslim
community to affirm its secular
identity in exchange for Muslim electoral support but without allowing
the Muslim political agency to wear
the mantle of Indian nationhood.
One consequence of this interplay of
secular politics and Muslim politics
is that Muslims have become “other”

of Indian nationhood more due to
internal dynamics of “politics of
Muslim identity” and less due to larger external Indian political process.
None other than Arif Khan in
contemporary times signifies the
dilemma of a Muslim politician to
appropriate his Indian national identity while either performing the
constitutional duty as elected/nominated member of Parliament to
represent Indian people or even in
participating in public debates as an
ordinar y (Muslim) citizen.
Throughout his political career and
scholarly engagement spanning more
than four decades, Arif Khan asserted his Indian identity in public role
while being proud of his
Islamic/Muslim heritage, and forcefully intervened in the matters of
national importance, including the
issues connected with Muslim community from the vantage of Indian
citizen and national unity. His scholarly work Text and Context: Quran
and Contemporary Challenges (2010)
reveals this approach. Rooted in
Indian ethos, he did not shy away
from reflecting critically on the role

of State administration in the 2002
Gujarat riots and Goa speech (April
2002) of the then Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
It is this sense of belonging to the
“idea of India” mediated through his
inclusive understanding of Islam
and India’s plural ethos that Arif
Khan forcefully opposed the Muslim
Women (Protection of Rights on
Divorce) Act, 1986 (hereby 1986
Act), brought by the then Rajiv
Gandhi Government (of which he
himself was a part), at the cost of his
political career, and he also took initiative in convincing the Modi
Government to enact the 2019 Act.
In both instances, Arif Khan primarily acted from the point of view
of constitutional and Islamic values
and ethics. For him, the 1986 Act
constricts the constitutional right to
life of divorced Muslim women and
thus violates the constitutional and
Islamic notion of justice; while the
Act of 2019 expands constitutional
right of equality to Muslim married
woman, at least to an extent that the
law protects Muslim married woman
from arbitrary exercise of pro-

nouncement of instant triple talaq
and its immediate effect on dissolution of marriage. This explains his
vociferous opposition to the former
and support to the latter.
Interestingly, in both circumstances, Arif Khan emerged as “antiMuslim” figure in the Muslim collective imagination, primarily shaped
through pan Indian network of
Muslim religious clergy and its control over Muslim religious institutions including mosque, dargah,
khanqah, madrasa, and maktab.
With his “anti-Muslim” tag, Arif
Khan quickly lost his relevance for
the “secular” political parties, which
are accustomed to express secularity primarily through deference to
Muslim/Islamic identity. Almost all
secular political parties, whether
national or regional, save for a brief
moment with Jan Morcha and
BSP, shunned Arif Khan in post-1986
phase for his refusal to play
“Muslim politics”.
Arif Khan as “anti-Muslim” figure in the collective Muslim imagination rests on the ground that he
legitimises the interference of (non-

Muslim) Government in the domain
of Muslim personal law/Islamic
jurisprudence, which today mostly
flows from closed, narrow, insular,
hierarchal, modern legalistic vision
of Islam. Herein lies the dilemma of
“Muslim politics”: should it be guided to use Indian Constitution,
democracy and secularism only for
the purpose of expansion and consolidation of Islamic religiosity and
identity at the cost of Indian national identity?; or should it be envisioned
as an integral part of larger Indian
political process to utilise the constitutional opportunity structure to
empower themselves as well as to
democratise its internal structure by
injecting the State mandated reform?
Unfortunately, it is the former that has
dominated Muslim lives and as a consequence a vast section of Muslims
has failed to utilise the latter.
Arif Khan has always preferred
the latter course of Muslim public
action without subscribing to the
identity-centred discourse of Muslim
politics. However his “reformist politics” collapsed in 1986 Act with the
complete abdication of the modern
state in upholding the decision of
Supreme Court and injecting democratic reform among the Muslim
community. One consequence of the
political exit and later political marginalisation of Arif Khan is the
weakening of reformist voices within the community on the one hand
and increasing assertion of conservative Islamic religious groups in the
political domain of the country on
the other. The increasing
Islamisation of Muslim spaces,
strengthening of Muslim religious
boundary and lack of reformist
process within the community — all
combined — have significantly contributed to the “process of otherisation” of the community and produced “siege mentality”, incapacitating a large section of Muslim youths
from participating in the developmental process.
The test of a liberal-seculardemocratic state lies in the protection of well-being of the minority
community and ensuring a representation in the power structure of
the country. It does not lie in its
reluctance to carry out the mean-

ingful reform in the domain of personal laws belonging to minority
community on the ground that it
must come from the community
first. By pursuing this line of argument for decades, the Indian state
contributed to the strengthening of
conservative religious voices among
the Muslim community and indirectly kept a large number of
Muslims away from the politics of
development. A liberal state has
constitutional mandate and duty to
undertake those measures that
enable the people to become more
equal and capable to exercise the
freedom of choices. From this point
of view, the 2019 Act, irrespective of
political intention of the Modi
Government, is a welcome move.
Interestingly, while a good section
of “secular jamaat” had openly come
out in support of Arif Khan in 1986
for his fight against the capitulation
of Congress Government before
Muslim fundamentalist bodies, particularly the All Indian Muslim
Personal Law Board (AIMPLB), today
the same secular jamaat is circumspect in extending their support to
Arif Khan for 2019 Bill. It is partly
because of the fact that in 1986 the
“secular jamaat” had found in Arif
Khan a struggling liberal Muslim
politician. With the Modi
Government, Arif Khan ceases to be
a liberal Muslim figure and hence not
worthy of support of “secular Jamaat”
irrespective of the merit of legislation.
In the context of the 2019 Act, a
section of media personalities from
“secular jamaat” deliberately framed
Arif Khan as “Muslim leader of a
Muslim community” despite his well
established track record of conducting himself as one of Indian national leader, and then tried hard, though
unsuccessfully, to squeeze him for
implications of the Modi rule for the
well-being of Muslim community!
Given such secular obsession with
politics of Muslim identity, it is not
difficult to agree with Arif Khan’s
observation that Indian secular politics has remained frozen in 1986.
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belong solely to the writer)
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wealthiest and influential
nations, its departure might
impair the cohesiveness and
effectiveness of the EU. Further,
it may trigger more such exit
demands from some other
members, delivering a potential threat to the survival of the
EU. International Monetary
Fund (IMF) has already
warned about the economic
impact of Brexit — reducing
trade, investment and economic growth — on the entire
the EU region. It would make
the mega investors nervous
and could spark a sharp drop
in the stock markets and
volatile swings in the currency exchange rates across the
continent.
Since June 23, 2016, when
the final Brexit vote took place
and the majority of the
Britishers took a hard decision
to leave the EU, the sign of elation has already died down in
the polity, economy and society of Britain. Since then two
Prime Ministers — David
Cameron and Theresa May —
had to resign for not being able
to manage either the postBrexit political crisis or the
complex negotiations with the
EU. Today Britain is at a crossroads and the EU is divided.
What makes the Brexit
process more complicated is
Britain’s relationship with
Northern Island. Currently,
the UK is a part of the EU’s customs union and the single
market. The problem is that if
Brexit at all happens, it will
have to leave both the market
and the bloc. Once this happens, the status of the UKNorthern Ireland border will
turn into a customs border,
coming along with traditional
checks and controls. This will
entail entirely a new system,
full of restrictions and creating

1^aSTaR^\\d]XcXTb_a^cTbc1aTgXc^]cWT]^acWTa]bXST^UcWT8aXbWQ^aSTaQTcfTT]=TfahP]S3d]SP[Z

new problems for both the
traders and the common people. In addition to practical and
business hurdles, what concerns the people of Northern
Ireland most is the new psychological and political situation that might emerge out of
the Brexit. In December 2017,
in a European Council meeting, the UK and the EU adopted a joint report, wherein the
former pledged to avoid a hard
border. But the most unfortunate part of this process is that

Cameron and May could not
map out a plan to resolve the
Northern Ireland border issue.
As the Brexit confusion mounted, the EU insisted on adding
a “backstop” provision to the
withdrawal agreement. This
simply means that if the UK
can’t offer any alternative
arrangements, then this backstop idea indicates that
Northern Ireland will continue to remain in the EU customs
union and full regulatory alignment with the single market,

mainly for goods. This essentially eliminates all the upcoming checks and controls heralded by a new post-Brexit scenario.
The British Government’s
stated claims, such as leaving
the EU’s customs union, single
market, preventing a hard border with Northern Ireland and
ensuring a countr ywide
approach to Brexit, seem completely unimaginable by the
new administration of Boris
Johnson. He is running out of

0?5X[T

time, ideas and political commitment in this high stakes
stand-off.
Brexit has potential to
affect the historic Good Friday
Agreement or Belfast
Agreement signed on April
10, 1998, between the UK and
the Irish Government and most
of the political parties in
Northern Ireland on how
Northern Ireland should be
governed. It made it clear to the
international community that
Northern Ireland will remain

part of the UK unless there is
consent of the majority of the
people in this part of the island.
Thereafter, the creation of an
assembly with a power-sharing
executive largely ensured the
representation of both the warring communities — the
Protestants and the Catholics
— in policy making. Again the
EU membership of both
Ireland and the UK made this
fragile peace more viable by
enabling quick communications and by reducing physical,

psychological and most importantly, economic barriers for
the benefit of this small island.
However, the sad part of the
Belfast Agreement is that it has
not been able to bring forth a
durable solution to the most
intractable constitutional questions looming large over the
Northern Irelanders.
What haunts Northern
Ireland at the moment is none
other than Brexit, which is
gradually opening up the old
wounds of the historic Good
Friday Agreement. The very
idea of Brexit has destabilised
politics by forcing people to
take sides between Britain and
Ireland. At least for more than
two decades of the Agreement,
people who fought for establishing their religious identities
were able to take a break from
their identity politics of the
past: the Unionists remained
part of the UK and felt reassured that the province’s future
could only be changed through
an open poll whereas the
Nationalists Irish had a greater
say in local affairs. But today,
the inconclusive and the most
confusing Brexit process has
reignited the old passions and
caused polarisation along the
Orange (Unionists) and the
Green (Nationalists).
Finally, what brings home
utter chaos is all but the policy decisions and political
uncertainty of the Johnson
Government. It is making
peace more fragile in Northern
Ireland. At the core of the
famously
unwritten
Constitution of the UK is the
principle that the PM is there
in office as long as he enjoys the
confidence of the House of
Commons. It’s not clear at all
whether Johnson has that crucial support. And this is wreaking havoc for Northern Ireland.
(The writer is an expert on
international affairs)
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H^dfX[[Tg_TaXT]RTWPa\^]hX]Q^Sh\X]SP]Sb^d[
5^acW^bTfXcWP]^]V^X]VWTP[cWXbbdTcWPcWPb]³cQTT]
aTb^[eTSh^d\PhQT]TUXcVaTPc[hQhP[cTa]PcXeTcWTaP_h
P]S]dcaXcX^]R^d]bT[[X]V0b_XaXcdP[cTPRWTa\Ph
P__TPaX]h^da[XUTfW^fX[[_a^eTc^QTP]TgRT[[T]c
\T]c^aP]SfX[[WT[_h^dWPeTP]Tf[TPbT^U[XUT>]
cWTRPaTTaUa^]ch^d\Ph]TTSPR^d]bT[[^ac^bWPa_T]
h^dabZX[[b1TX]VP_Pac^UPbW^acR^dabT^af^aZbW^_
\PhWT[_h^dfXcWh^daV^P[b6TcX]e^[eTSX]Va^d_
f^aZPbh^dfX[[[TPa]Ua^\^cWTabH^dfX[[QT[dRZhX]
aT[PcX^]bWX_bPb_T^_[TPa^d]Sh^daTb_TRcP]SeP[dT
h^daXSTPbH^dPaT[XZT[hc^\PZTP]X\_aTbbX^]^]
h^da_Pac]TafXcWh^da_^bXcXeTP__a^PRWH^dfX[[UTT[
cWTfPa\cWP]SPUUTRcX^]^U]TPaP]SSTPa^]Tb

H^daTUU^acbc^bcPhWTP[cWhfX[[_Ph^UUCWXbfTTZh^dfX[[
QTUd[[^UT]TaVhRaTPcXeXchP]SeTabPcX[XchH^dPaT[XZT[hc^
aT^aXT]cP]SUXVdaTh^da_da_^bTX][XUTH^dfX[[T]VPVT
X]PRcXeXcXTb[XZTh^VP_aP]PhP\ P]S^cWTaWTP[X]V
_aPRcXRTbc^bcPhUXcP]SaTYdeT]PcTSCW^bTUPRX]VWTP[cW
XbbdTbf^d[SUTT[PcTPbT>]cWTRPaTTaUa^]ch^d]TTSc^
cPZTPQaTPZ8UaT`dXaTSbTTZPSeXRTUa^\PbT]X^ac^
R[TPah^daeXbX^]B^\T^]T³bVdXST[X]TbfX[[WT[_h^d
Q^^bch^daRPaTTaP]SPccPX]R^]ca^[^eTah^daS^\PX]
8]Sd[VX]VX]PVa^d_cPbZ^aSXbRdbbX^]bfX[[_a^eT
QT]TUXRXP[8][^eTcT]bX^]XbX]SXRPcTSH^d\PhUPRT
aTYTRcX^]^aQaTPZd_BX]V[TbfX[[cPZTcX\Tc^UX]ScWTXa
[^eT_Pac]TaCWXbXbcWTcX\Tc^\PZTcW^dVWcUd[Q^]SX]V
QTXcX][^eT^a\PaaXPVT

B^\TWTP[cWRWP[[T]VTbPaTX]SXRPcTScWXbfTTZH^d\Ph
UPRT_a^Q[T\b[XZTX]SXVTbcX^]VPbcaXRXbbdTb1?TcR
cWPcf^d[S\PZTh^daTbc[TbbCWXbfX[[PUUTRch^da
T\^cX^]bP]S\PZTh^dX\_PcXT]cX]QTWPeX^daCPZTcX\T
^dcc^aT[PgP]SUX]Sh^daR^\U^aci^]T8]_a^UTbbX^]P[
[XUTcWX]VbPaT[XZT[hc^V^h^dafPhCW^bTX]cWT_aXePcT
bTRc^a\PhTg_TRcPaPXbTX]X]R^\T^aP_a^\^cX^]
2WP]RTbU^aP]^eTabTPbY^QTSdRPcX^]bTT\QaXVWccWXb
fTTZBcPhU^RdbTS0bT]X^a^UUXRXP[fX[[QTWT[_Ud[X]
\PZX]Vh^daf^aZTPbhAT[PcX^]bWX_fXbTcWXbfTTZXb
bPcXbUPRc^ahH^d]TTSc^cP[Zc^h^da_Pac]Tac^b^ac^dcP
R^]UdbX^]cWPcP__TPabc^WPeTRa^__TSd_QTcfTT]h^d
?P\_Tah^da_Pac]TafXcWVXUcb^aSaXeTS^f]c^P]Tg^cXR
_[PRTCWXbfX[[RTacPX][hQ^^bch^da[^eT[XUT
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CWTfTTZbcPacbfXcW]TeTaT]SX]VPRcXeXcXTbP]Sh^dfX[[
QTQdbhfXcW\TTcX]VbcaPeT[P]SPccT]SX]VVdTbcbCWXb
fX[[TgWPdbch^dP]SVXeTh^d]^cX\TU^ah^dabT[UCWTaT
PaTRWP]RTbh^d\XVWcVTcWdacBcPhbPUTP]SdbTP[[
bPUTch\TcW^Sbc^Pe^XSP]hd]_[TPbP]cbXcdPcX^]0[[
[TVT]SbfTaT]^cVT]XdbTbQdccWThWPSbca^]VfX[[P]S
STcTa\X]PcX^]c^VTccWX]VbS^]TH^dc^^_^bbTbbcWT
b_XaXcP]Scahh^da[TeT[QTbcc^PRWXTeTfWPch^dfP]cX]
[XUTCW^bTPfPXcX]VYdSV\T]cX]P[TVP[\PccTaRP]Tg_TRc
Pad[X]VX]cWTXaUPe^daAT[PcX^]bWX_fXbTh^dPaT
ST\P]SX]VP]SbcaXRcCWXbPccXcdSTf^d[S]^cf^aZX]cWT
UPe^da^U\PaaXTSR^d_[Tb0\^cWTaUXVdaT\PhX]cTaUTaT
X]h^daaT[PcX^]bWX_5XVdaT^dcfWTaTh^daQ^d]SPaXTb[XT
fXcWcWXbP]S[TcWTaZ]^f

H^dfX[[^eTaR^\TP[[WTP[cWRWP[[T]VTbH^dfX[[QT
P__aTRXPcTSU^aPRR^\_[XbWX]V`dP[Xchf^aZ1[TbbX]Vb
Ua^\T[STabfX[[PSSbWX]Tc^h^da_Tab^]P[Xch0UcTa
STP[X]VfXcWP_a^Q[T\PcXRbXcdPcX^]h^dfX[[Tg_TaXT]RT
_^bXcXeTT]TaVhP]SX]]TabPcXbUPRcX^]H^daRPaTTa[^^Zb
V^^ScWXbfTTZB^\T^Uh^dfX[[QT_a^\^cTS^a
PbbXV]TSP]X\_^acP]ccPbZfWXRWfX[[Q^^bch^daRPaTTa
0bT\X]Pa^aPcaPX]X]VbTbbX^]XbX]SXRPcTScWPcfX[[
T]WP]RTh^dabZX[[;dRZXbX]h^daUPe^daP]Sh^dfX[[
T]Y^hcWTaTbd[cb^Uh^daWPaSf^aZ1TRPdcX^dbX][^eT
Pbh^d\XVWcQTcPVVTSPbX]R^\_PcXQ[TH^da]Tf[h
STeT[^_TSaT[PcX^]bWX_\XVWcVTcPUUTRcTSSdTc^QPRZ
QXcX]V<PaaXTSR^d_[Tb\Ph[PRZWPa\^]hX]cWTXa
aT[PcX^]bWX_P]SbTTZb_PRTc^Pe^XSR^]U[XRc^acT]bX^]

H^dfX[[aTVPX]h^daWTP[cWP]SUTT[P]Tfb_PaZ^U
RaTPcXeXchfXcWX]CahP]TfWTP[cWRPaTP__a^PRW
Tb_TRXP[[h_aTeT]cPcXeTRPaT0QPbXRWTP[cWaTVX\T[XZT
TgTaRXbT_a^_TaSXTcT]^dVWb[TT_RP]QTP__[XTS]^f
fXcWVaTPcbdRRTbb3^]³cWTbXcPcTc^cPZT^]P]Tf
WTP[Ta>]cWTRPaTTaUa^]ccaP]bUTa^aaT[^RPcX^]Xb
X]SXRPcTSBX]RTcWXbfX[[QTh^daSTbXaTS_^bcX]Vh^dfX[[
QTUX[[TSfXcWW^_TbP]SPb_XaPcX^]H^dPaT[XZT[hc^
_a^eTh^da_^cT]cXP[fXcW]TfPeT]dTb^U_a^VaTbb
B^\T^Uh^dPaTTg_TRcTSc^caPeT[^eTabTPb^]P
_a^UTbbX^]P[caX_CWXbfTTZ[^eTXb]^cWP__T]X]V3dTc^
h^daQdbhbRWTSd[Th^daTgXbcX]VaT[PcX^]\XVWcbdUUTa
Cahc^bcPhX]c^dRWcWa^dVWcWTX]cTa]Tc^a\TbbPVTb
CW^bTfXcW\PaaXPVT_a^_^bP[b\XVWcUPRTaTYTRcX^]
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6aTPcbcP\X]PT]PQ[Tbh^dc^bcPhR^]UXST]cP]SQTX]
cWTQTbc^Uh^daWTP[cW8UUPRX]VWTP[cWXbbdTbS^]^c
WTbXcPcTc^R^]bXSTaP[cTa]PcXeTfPhbc^STP[fXcWXcH^d
fX[[QTbT]bXQ[TPQ^dch^daSPhc^SPh\PccTab0cf^aZ
cWX]VbfX[[QTQTccTaH^dfX[[VTcbd__^acUa^\P
_^fTaUd[_Tab^]CWXbXbcWTaXVWccX\Tc^bTTZ
X]RaT\T]c^aRWP]VTX]Y^QcWPc_Phbh^dQTccTaH^d
\Ph^fTb^\T\^]Thc^h^daR[^bT^]TbCW^bTfW^
PaTR^]bXSTaX]VP__[hX]VU^aPUd]S^aPQP]Z[^P]U^aP
eT]cdaTRP]V^PWTPSH^dfX[[Tg_TaXT]RTbdRRTbb8]
cWTR^]cTgc^U[^eTXc³bX\_^acP]cc^VXeTh^da_Pac]Ta
b^\Tb_PRTH^dP[b^]TTSc^RW^^bTcWTaXVWc_Tab^]
fXcWfW^\h^dUTT[Pbca^]VT\^cX^]P[R^]]TRc
BX]V[TbcWXbXb]^ccWTaXVWccX\Tc^\X]V[T

H^dPaTR^]UdbTSPQ^dccWTSXaTRcX^]cWPch^da[XUTXb
cPZX]VH^daU[dRcdPcX]VWTP[cWR^]SXcX^]bfX[[PUUTRc`dP[Xch
^U[XUTH^d\Ph]TTSVdXST[X]Tbc^aTP_cWTaTbd[cb^Uh^da
_PbcQTWPeX^da>QbTaeTh^daQT[XTUbhbcT\CPZTcX\T^dc
c^aTU[TRc_^bXcXeT[h>]cWTRPaTTaUa^]ch^dfX[[UPRT
RWP[[T]VTbP]Sc^dVWbXcdPcX^]bQdch^dfX[[T\TaVTP
fX]]TaSdTc^h^daSTcTa\X]PcX^];TVP[XbbdTb\XVWcVTc
b^acTScWXbfTTZ>]cWT[^eTUa^]ch^dfX[[V[^fP]S
Q[dbWPbcWXbfTTZh^da[XUTfX[[QTU^RdbbTSPa^d]S[^eT
CWXbR^d[SQTTXcWTaP]TfaT[PcX^]bWX_^aP_^fTaUd[aT
Q^]SX]V^UP]^[S^]TH^dPaT[XZT[hc^bWPaTh^daY^hfXcW
cW^bTPa^d]Sh^dfW^]TTSXc<PaaXTSR^d_[TbfX[[
Tg_TaXT]RTcadTQ^]SX]VP]SUTT[cWTPccPRW\T]c;XUTfX[[
QTQ[XbbUd[

CWXbfTTZh^dfX[[QTRaTPcXeTP]S^_cX\XbcXR
4eTahcWX]VfX[[P__TPac^cda]X]h^daUPe^daH^dfX[[
QTVT]Ta^dbP]SaTPShc^bWPaTH^dWPeT[TPa]TSc^
PRRT_ch^daU[PfbP]Sc^PSYdbcfXcW^cWTab8cVXeTb
h^dcWTbcaT]VcWc^QTfWPch^dfP]cc^QT>eTaP[[
WTP[cWfX[[QTV^^S8]_a^UTbbX^]P[[XUTh^d]TTSc^
VXeTh^dacX\TP]SPccT]cX^]c^h^daf^aZ1TW^]Tbc
PQ^dch^daf^aZ0SXbRX_[X]TSP__a^PRW[XZTf^aZX]V
fXcWX]cWT]^a\bP]ScaPSXcX^]b^Uh^da^aVP]XbPcX^]
fX[[QTP__aTRXPcTS0e^XSR^]U[XRcbfXcW_T^_[TPcf^aZ
8][^eTbc^_UP]cPbXbX]VPQ^dccWT_Tab^]fW^S^Tb]³c
UTT[cWTbP\TPQ^dch^dFWT][^eTXbcadTh^dS^]³c
WPeTc^bcadVV[Tc^\PZTXcf^aZ4g_P]Sh^daW^aXi^]b
P]ScahWPaSc^cWX]Z_^bXcXeT[h

;dRZh]d\QTa "
;dRZhR^[^da ?Paa^c6aTT]
;dRZhSPh CdTbSPh

;dRZh]d\QTa !
;dRZhR^[^da 1[PRZ
;dRZhSPh CdTbSPh

;dRZh]d\QTa "
;dRZhR^[^da 6aTT]
;dRZhSPh 5aXSPh
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CWXbfTTZh^dfX[[Tg_TaXT]RT_^bXcXeTT]TaVhP]SfX[[
UTT[PbUaTbWPbPcTT]PVTa2WP]]T[XbTcWXbT]TaVhX]c^
S^X]Vb^\TcWX]VRaTPcXeT4]Y^hcWXb_WPbTP]SfPcRW
h^daRaTPcXeXchT]aXRWh^da[XUT>]cWTRPaTTaUa^]c
h^da_^cT]cXP[fX[[QTSd[haTR^V]XbTSH^daUX]P]RXP[
_^bXcX^]fX[[P[b^X\_a^eT0VXUcUa^\h^daP]RTbcaP[
bXST\PhR^\Th^dafPhH^dfX[[UTT[cWT_^bXcXeT
eXQaPcX^]bPccWTf^aZ_[PRT<^]ThVPX]cWa^dVW
_a^_Tach^aP_[P]c^X]eTbcX]P_a^_TachPcP_aX\T
[^RPcX^]XbX]SXRPcTSCWXbfTTZh^d\Ph]^cQT[dRZh
X][^eT8Uh^d[XZTb^\T^]TV^P]STg_aTbbh^dabT[U
c^WX\WTa0e^XS[^^bTcP[ZPbXc\XVWcb_^X[h^da
aT[PcX^]b8Uh^dUTT[bcPV]PcTSX]h^daaT[PcX^]cWT]Xc³b
cX\Tc^R[^bTcWTRWP_cTa

0e^XSP]VTaP]SPVVaTbbX^]cWXbfTTZ;XbcT]c^h^da
X]]Tae^XRTP]SPRcPRR^aSX]V[hBTTZcWTPSeXRT^UP]
T[STa[hX]cWTUP\X[h7^\T\PSTaT\TSXTbfX[[_a^eXST
aT[XTUX]WTP[cWXbbdTbH^d]TTS]dacdaX]VP]SRPaX]VcWPc
fX[[b^ac^dcWP[U^Uh^da_a^Q[T\b>]cWTRPaTTaUa^]c
h^dfX[[UTT[PcTPbTPbcWX]VbPaTf^aZX]VX]h^daUPe^da
6aTPccWX]VbR^\TX]Pb\P[[_PRZPVTb0QdbX]TbbX]cWT
UXT[S^UPVaXRd[cdaTW^acXRd[cdaT^a[P]SfX[[hXT[S_a^UXc
CW^bTX]PY^QPaT[XZT[hc^VTc_a^\^cTS=Tf
^__^acd]XcXTbX]cWTRPaTTaPaTX]SXRPcTSCW^bTbTTZX]V
T\_[^h\T]cfX[[VTcPY^QX]cWTXaSTbXaTSUXT[S8][^eT
h^dPaTd]R[TPaPQ^dch^daUdcdaTb_^dbTCW^bTX]P
aT[PcX^]bWX_XcXb[XZT[hcWPch^da_Pac]TafX[[\PZTh^d
YdVV[TQTcfTT]b^\TRWP[[T]VX]VbXcdPcX^]b

H^d]TTSc^R^\T^dc^Uh^da_PbcbdUUTaX]VX]^aSTac^
\^eTU^afPaS7^[SX]V^]c^cWT_Pbc\PhPUUTRch^da
WTP[cW;^^ZfXcWX]h^dabT[URPaTUd[[hP]S\PZT]^cT^U
cWTPaTPbfWTaTh^dPaTUTPaUd[B_T]ScX\Tc^[TPa]PQ^dc
cWTT]TaVhRT]caTbX]cWTQ^ShP]S\TSXcPcT^]W^fh^d
PaTUd]RcX^]X]V0cf^aZ_[PRTh^dfX[[Tg_TaXT]RTPUTT[
V^^SUPRc^aH^dPaT[XZT[hc^UX]Sbd__^ac^UR^[[TPVdTb
P]SbT]X^abP]ScWTaTXbPRWP]RTcWPch^da]P\T\PhQT
bdVVTbcTSU^aP_a^\^cX^]H^da_a^UTbbX^]P[bZX[[bfX[[QT
PccWTXaQTbc<PZTcWTQTbcdbT^UcWXbcX\T8]cTa\b^U
[^eTh^dfX[[UX]SbdRRTbbP]SfX[[T]Y^hcWXbfTTZH^d
PaT[XZT[hc^QTR^\TcWTRT]caT^UPccaPRcX^]PcP]TeT]c
P]SSaPfh^da_Pac]Ta³bPccT]cX^]<PaaXTSR^d_[TbfX[[
T]Y^hcWTc^VTcWTa]TbbP]SX]cX\PRh

;dRZh]d\QTa '
;dRZhR^[^da ?TPRW
;dRZhSPh <^]SPh

;dRZh]d\QTa (
;dRZhR^[^da 1[PRZ
;dRZhSPh BPcdaSPh

;dRZh]d\QTa (
;dRZhR^[^da 6aTh
;dRZhSPh CWdabSPh
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young graduate, having failed to
taste success at many qualifying
examinations for different jobs,
came asking the other day in a state of
desperation: “Sir, what is in store of my
destiny? Any luck to get a job in near
future? I have tried to put in best during
the last three years, but with no luck.
Suggest me some puja that may help a
poor man like me secure my future.”
Young man, destiny is not blind, as it
doesn’t necessarily play out by default in
course of usual run of life. Remember,
destiny indicators — the reflection of
Karmic imprints carried over from the
past — are stored in our memory as seedthoughts. And a seed, though carrying
potential to bloom out into a plant,
remains inert till it gets a congenial
ground, and is then duly nurtured with
water and nutrients (chemical or natural
fertiliser). Similarly, seed-thought-seeds
may offer you with an opportunity when
time is ripe for it. Success, however, may
still elude, if you are not well geared up to
encash the opportunity available.
In so far as remedial measure is concerned, belief driven puja mediated by
pundits can’t help much. The pundit can
neither strike upon your inner realms of
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mind to checkmate its vagaries and optimise your potential, nor manipulate the
mindset of the unknown recruiters. The
only viable method is to look within
yourself, identify, acknowledge and then
address the fault lines. Also, improve your
focus, sharpen intelligence, and optimise
indwelling potential. Empowered thus,
you may be able to perform well at the
examinations and interviews. That carries
better probability of success.
You may be putting in long hours
towards your studies, which gives a feel
that you have endeavoured enough. But
bear in mind; physical efforts alone
would not suffice. Quality efforts are
needed. Should you lack focus, which
your astrological chart clearly indicates,
you may fail to absorb the subject matters
attended. Obviously then, you may not be
able to answer well, the questions asked.
So, instead of exploring your destiny indicators, and seeking extra-terrestrial support through belief driven pujas, better
figure out your own shortcomings
through self-reflection, and address them.
Often, a disoriented mind is not able to
dispassionately identify the inherent fault
lines. Let me help you through a look at
your astrological pointers.

Lagna lord Venus, and 11th lord Sun
identified with fulfillment of desires,
occupy the career signifying 10th house.
The 10th lord Moon in the 6th house
implies success in efforts and against
competitors. Moon also beautifully
aligned to fiery Mars, makes out an ambitious person bounding with energy. All
put together strongly promise a good job.
Even government job is not ruled out as
would presence of the Sun in the 10th
imply. On top of that even benevolent
Jupiter occupies the 11th house. Despite
such strong indicators, what then stands
in the way of its fruition?
Mind signifying Moon occupies a
dual sign Pisces, which means you have a
vacillating mind. You may be continuously breeding thoughts and randomly flirting from one to the other. Also, you are
subject to mood swings. Such a distracted
mind doesn’t let you remain focused to
your priority preferences. Moon being
trine to the Sun is indicative of a comfort
loving person, not keen to take pains.
That doesn’t let you take timely initiative.
How can you expect gain without pain?
Here again, Moon locks horns with
Uranus, which accounts for his mercurial
temperament and erratic conduct. Also,
Moon is ill-disposed off to mischievous
Neptune. This, in the first place makes
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you stick to delusional perceptions and
beliefs, distanced from ground realities.
Second, habitually an escapist who keeps
pushing off initiatives to tomorrow. You
may not acknowledge truth on its first
appearance. Instead, you may prefer continuing with your own line of thinking on
hope against hope till pushed to the wall.
Saturn’s opposition to Mercury speaks of
a fixated one-track mind. If all that would
not be enough, Mars placed adverse to
Jupiter signals an inflated ego, which
binds you to self-defined dos and don’ts.
Your narrowed vision doesn’t let you look
beyond even for reality check.
So, better get over your habit tendencies, cultivate push, sharpen your intelligence, and improve your focus by following the process suggested. The good thing
is that he acknowledged his fault lines
and expressed his willingness to reform.
Should you sincerely follow the process
suggested, I am sure, you may secure a
job sooner than later, as already promised
in your chart.

CWTf
faXcTaXXbPP]PPbca^[^VTaeePbcdRR^]bd[cP]c
P]Sbb_XaXcdP[RR^d]bT[[^aF
FaXcTcc^WWX\PPc
6 !11WPaPc=
=PVPa=
=Tf55aXT]Sb2
2^[^]h
=Tf3
3T[WX !$
CT[)((  ##('#'#&$(' '"&!&"
4\PX[)QQWPaPcQWdbWP]_PS\PST^/V\PX[R^\
FTQbXcT)f
fffQWPaPcPbca^R^\

