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Seeking to put its house in
order in poll-bound

Haryana and to retain its tallest
leader in the State in the party,
the Congress on Wednesday
named Kumari Selja its
Haryana unit chief in place of
Ashok Tanwar, also a Dalit.
Former State Chief Minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, who
was said to be planning to leave
the party, was appointed
Congress Legislative Party
(CLP) leader. 

Hooda had been blaming
outgoing Haryana Congress
chief Ashok Tanwar for the
unseemly state of affairs of the
party in the State. Tanwar
enjoyed the backing of former
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi and was heading the
State unit since 2014. 

Tanwar continued to be
State chief even after he didn’t
wholeheartedly took part in the
prestigious Jind Assembly poll
which was unsuccessfully con-
tested by AICC chief
spokesman Randeep Singh
Surjewala.

Hooda since then has been
flexing his muscles and seeking
the authority to finalise party

candidates in the State where
the Congress was blanked out
in the Lok Sabha polls. Hooda
recently met Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi and held a
detailed discussion with her.

The next move of the inter-
im party chief is to replace the
party chiefs at Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh and give

general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi the full charge of UP in
case Jyotiraditya Scindia is
appointed MP Congress chief.
The frontrunner to lead UP
Congress is Ajay Singh Lallu,
considered to have good com-
mand at grassroots. 

The Congress leadership
has been desperately looking to

end factionalism in the party in
poll-bound Haryana, where it
is seeking to wrest power from
the BJP. In the 2014 Assembly
polls, the BJP won 47 seats and
went on to form its
Government. The Congress
could only win 15 seats in the
90-member Assembly. The
INLD had 19 legislators but the

party has since split into two
factions. 

Rajya Sabha member
Kumari Selja is a former Union
Minister and known for being
close to Sonia Gandhi. While
she takes Ashok Tanwar’s place
as Haryana Pradesh Congress
Committee chief, Hooda will
replace CLP leader Kiran
Choudhary. 

The party’s decision to give
Hooda the responsibility of
leading the election charge fol-
lows his August 18 Maha
Parivartan Rally in Rohtak
when he supported abrogation
of Article 370 and accused the
Congress of losing “direction”. 

Asked about Hooda’s
remarks and the factionalism
plaguing the Haryana unit of
the party, AICC general secre-
tary incharge of Haryana
Ghulam Nabi Azad said a new
beginning has been made with
the appointments.

Azad, who made the offi-
cial announcements pertaining
to the change of guard in
Haryana, said Hooda has been
given the responsibility now. If
the party had lost direction, he
can bring it on the right path,
he said. 

Continued on Page 4 

���� �)�/,-1�+)2��(�'�
314+,���4+5

Punjab woke up from its
siesta on Wednesday as a

blast in a firecracker factory in
a thickly populated residential
area of Batala city in Gurdaspur
killed 23 persons and left about
27 injured, crumbling nearby
buildings, smashing window-
panes, and even destroying
vehicles in its vicinity.

The three-storey structure,
in which the firecracker facto-
ry was being run, came crash-
ing down to the ground. And
many people are feared trapped
in the debris. Therefore, the
death toll is expected to rise. 

As the last report trickled
in, the national and the State’s
disaster response teams (NDRF
and SDRF) were carrying out
the rescue operations.

Meanwhile, Punjab Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder

Singh has ordered a magister-
ial probe while also deputing
senior Cabinet Minister Tripat
Rajinder Singh Bajwa to over-
see the operations.

Notably, a magisterial
probe was ordered in a similar
blast on January 21, 2017, in the
same area leaving one dead and
three injured. However, the
findings of that enquiry are
unknown.

As per reports, the blast in
the firecracker factory took
place around 4 pm. It was so

strong that half a dozen near-
by buildings got damaged and
the windowpanes of buildings
up to a km were shattered. A
car and a bike parked nearby
were badly damaged.

Senior officials of the dis-
trict administration and the
police, including Batala Deputy
Commissioner Vipul Ujawal
and Inspector General (Border
Range) SPS Parmar, rushed to
the spot to take stock of the sit-
uation.

Continued on Page 4
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India-Pakistan talks, held at
Attari on Wednesday, on

opening up of the Kartarpur
corridor ended in a stalemate
after Pakistan demanded 20
dollar per pilgrim and also
rejected India’s request for
allowing 10,000 additional pil-
grims to visit Gurdwara Darbar
Sahib Kartarpur on special
days.

While Indian side strong-
ly objected to Pakistan’s stand
on these issues, Pakistan also
showed inflexibility in allowing
Indian consular presence or
permitting protocol officials

to travel every day to extend
facilitation to pilgrims.

“It seems they came with
brief not to conclude the agree-
ment. They wanted to indulge
in propaganda, than serious
talks,” said sources. Due to the
inflexible approach of the
Pakistan delegation, the Indian
side urged them to take polit-
ical guidance and reconsider
positions taken on Wednesday’s
talks. 

Regarding allowing of
additional pilgrims up to

10,000 on special days, Pakistan
side objected by citing the
infrastructure constraints. 

Joint Secretary with the
Ministry of Home Affairs SCL
Das said the meeting fell short
of finalising the draft agree-
ment on the corridor.  Officials
said the two sides agreed on
visa-free travel of Indian pil-
grims to Kartarpur sahib with-
out any restrictions.

Persons of Indian origin
holding OCI (Overseas
Citizenship of India) card too
can visit the gurdwara using the
Kartarpur corridor, official
sources said. It was also decid-
ed that 5,000 pilgrims can visit
the shrine every day. 

In November 2018, India
and Pakistan had agreed to set
up the border crossing linking
Gurdwara Darbar Sahib in
Kartarpur, the final resting
place of Sikh faith founder
Guru Nanak, to Dera Baba
Nanak in Gurdaspur district.  

Continued on Page 4
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India and Russia are against
“outside influence” in the

internal matters of any nation,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said on Wednesday after com-
prehensive talks with Russian
President Vladimir Putin
aimed at finding new horizons
of bilateral cooperation in key
areas like defence, space, trade,
oil and gas, nuclear energy and
maritime connectivity.

Modi, who arrived in
Russia on a two-day visit, is the
first Indian Prime Minister to
visit the Russian Far East
Region.

“We both are against out-
side influence in the internal
matters of any nation,” Modi
said in a joint Press meet with
Putin after their delegation-
level talks at the India-Russia
20th Annual Summit following
a two-hour tete-a-tete on board
a ship.

His remarks without nam-
ing any country came against
the backdrop of tension

between India and Pakistan
after New Delhi revoked
Jammu & Kashmir’s special
status. India has categorically
told the international commu-

nity that the scrapping of
Article 370 was an internal
matter and also advised
Pakistan to accept the reality.
Pakistan is trying to interna-

tionalise the Kashmir issue
after India’s decision.

Russia has backed India’s
move on J&K, saying that the
changes in the status are with-
in the framework of the Indian
Constitution.

Briefing the media later,
Foreign Secretary Vijay
Gokhale said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi explained to
President Putin the rationale
behind the decision and Russia
stands firmly behind India on
the issue.

A joint statement issued
later said the two sides “under-
lined the primacy of interna-
tional law and emphasised
their commitment to the pur-
poses and the principles stated
in the UN Charter including
the inadmissibility of interfer-
ence in the internal affairs of
member states.”

The two sides signed 15
agreements/MoUs in areas
such as defence, air, and mar-
itime connectivity, energy, nat-
ural gas, petroleum and trade.

Continued on Page 4
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Aspecial court on
Wednesday remanded

senior Karnataka Congress
leader DK Shivakumar, arrest-
ed in a money laundering case,
in nine-day custody of
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
till September 13.

Special judge Ajay Kumar
Kuhar passed the order after
the ED sought 14-day custodi-
al interrogation of the Congress
troubleshooter claiming that he
was evasive and non-coopera-
tive in the probe and there was
“phenomenal growth” in his
income while he was in impor-
tant position. Shivakumar was
arrested on Tuesday night.

Contesting ED’s con-
tentions, Shivakumar’s counsel
said the Congress leader has

already been quizzed for 33
hours by the agency and he is
not a flight risk.

After the court passed the
order, Shivakumar’s counsel
sought permission that the
Congress leader be allowed to
make appeal to his supporters,

who have come in large num-
ber outside the court premis-
es, to maintain peace. The
court denied the permission
and asked the investigation
officer to ensure that
Shivakumar does not do so.

Continued on Page 4
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Hong Kong on Wednesday
bowed to a key demand of

pro-democracy protesters fol-
lowing three months of unrest,
announcing the withdrawal of
a loathed extradition bill, but
activists vowed to press on
with their campaign.

Millions of Hong Kongers
have taken to streets in the
biggest challenge to China’s
rule over semi-autonomous
Hong Kong since its handover
by the UK in 1997.

After refusing for months
to withdraw the bill, which
aimed to extradite criminal
suspects to mainland China,
chief executive Carrie Lam
finally conceded as she called
for an end to violent protests.

Detailed report on P12
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Aconstable of the National
Investigation Agency

(NIA) and a pantry staffer
were arrested by the Delhi
Police for stealing �1.5 crore
fake Indian currency notes
from the vault of the agency’s
headquarters here. 

The duo presumed the
counterfeit currencies to be
genuine ones, an official said on
Wednesday, adding that the
fake notes kept in the vault
were seized by the NIA while
probing a case in Gurugram 
in May.

The Delhi Police arrested
the two last week and registered
a case against them. 

“An exhibit containing fake
currency was stolen from NIA
Malkhana last week by one
constable and a pantry staff.
The stolen notes were recov-
ered soon thereafter.

Appropriate legal action was
taken in the matter,” a senior
NIA official said.

In another case, the Union
Home Ministry is seized of the
matter that comes close on the

heels of a probe being con-
ducted by NIA against three
officers of the agency for
allegedly demanding �2 crore
bribe from a businessman
accused in a terror funding case
related to Falah-e-Insaniyat
Foundation, a front of the
Pakistani terror group Lashkar-
e-Tayyaba.  

The allegations against the
three officers are being probed
by a DIG rank officer and in
the meanwhile, the trio has
been transferred out to ensure
a fair probe with two, includ-
ing a fingerprint expert and an
Assistant Sub Inspector, sent to
BSF deputation. 

The extortion was alleged-
ly led by an SP rank officer who
has been transferred to Lucnow
NIA office. After the NIA was
empowered with more author-
ity following amendment in the
NIA Act, the alleged extortion
bid by the NIA officers has
come as a serious concern for
the premier federal body. 
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The Delhi Police on
Wednesday prevented and

detained scores of Youth
Congress workers following a
scuffle with police personnel
during a protest against the
arrest of the former Karnataka
leader DK Shivakumar.  

The protesters burnt effigies
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister Amit
Shah outside the Indian Youth
Congress' office and raised slo-
gans. While police barricaded
the road leading to Parliament,
a number of protesters tried to
break through and jostled with
police personnel. A senior
police official, however, said 66
protesters have been detained
but there was no use of force
against them.

"A number of protesters
were detained, forced into two

buses and taken to Parliament
Street and Mandir Marg police
stations," Youth Congress' media
in-charge Amrish Ranjan
Pandey said. He claimed that
some of the protesters were
injured in police lathicharge
and were hospitalised.

Youth Congress President,
Srinivas BV, said, "The BJP
Government is targeting
Opposition leaders to divert
attention from real issues of
unemployment and economic
downturn."

Srinivas, who met
Shivakumar at Ram Manohar
Lohia hospital here on Tuesday
night, said the Karnataka
Congress leader's health has
"deteriorated due to the harass-
ment he was subjected to over
the last few days". The court
should take cognisance of
Shivakumar's health, he said.  

"First Chidambaram and
now Shivakumar. Arrests are
being made without proper

investigation and proper evi-
dence. The BJP is indulging in

vendetta politics," Srinivas
alleged. 
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New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) 

claimed to have brought the
number of vector borne dis-
eases down drastically in its
areas with sustained efforts of
health department of the civic
agency.  

NDMC Secretary Rashmi
Singh said that as per the 
comparative report of three
years on vector borne 
diseases, only three cases of
dengue are registered this year
are considerably less than the
previous two years wherein
figures were 61 in 2017 and 9
in 2018.

As per data available with
the civic body, the number of
challans and notices issued for
mosquito breeding has also
seen a downwards trend since
2017.

"The civic body reported
41 cases of malaria in NDMC
areas in 2017, the number of
cases in 2018 and 2019 are 31

and 24, respectively. Similarly,
the number of dengue cases in
three years were 61, 9 and 3
while the Chikungunya figures
were at 3, 0 and 1, respective-
ly," Singh said.

Data available reflects the
number of cases recorded till
August 31 in three years. While
the civic body had issued 2,979
notices for mosquito breeding
in 2017,  2,241 and 2,203
notices were issued in the sub-
sequent years. 

Among those who were
issued notices this year, were
Paryavaran Bhawan, Rajiv
Gandhi Bhawan Lady
Hardinge Hospital, besides
Government offices, hospitals
and schools after mosquitoes
were found breeding in their
premises.

Outlining the details of
the efforts undertaken by the
health department of the civic
body, she said that in order to
sensitise the inhabitants of
New Delhi area in respect of
prevention and control of vec-

tor borne diseases, sustained
awareness campaigns had been
launched in schools, colleges,
markets, residential complex-
es, hospitals, private and
Government buildings and
public areas as well.  

The number of challans

issued in 2017 was 291, 69 chal-
lans have been issued this year,
she said. 

"Over 1,000 of them were
found positive in being a breed-
ing ground for mosquitoes.
Fogging was done in over
22,000 buildings," she said.
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Alert Central
Industrial Security

Force (CISF) nabbed
four passengers  for
allegedly trying to
smuggle in about a lakh
micro-SD cards worth a
few crores without pay-
ing customs duty. 

The passengers
identified as Abhishek,
BB Ranpariya, Bhadresh D
Ranpariya and Suresh Jaiswal
— arrived at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGIA)
from Hong Kong on Tuesday
night and were on way to
board a flight to Mumbai.

"The micro-SD card cache,
used in mobile phones and
other electronic gadgets to
store photos and videos, is
estimated to be worth any-
where between �3 to 6 crores",
an official said. 

Ranpariya was intercepted
by the CISF personnel for car-
rying a huge consignment of
micro-SD cards in his bag and
Customs authorities were inti-
mated, the official said.

During verification, the
passenger told the Customs
officials that he will declare the
cards cache at the Mumbai
Customs, and he was allowed
to leave after an intimation was
made by officials to their coun-
terparts in Mumbai.

However, a CISF
personnel of the intelli-
gence wing later found
that the passenger had
changed his clothes and
shoes, handed over the
cards to two others and
was seeking assistance
of the airlines to abort
his Mumbai journey.  

The two other pas-
sengers, understood to
be his friends, were also
seeking to abort the

Mumbai leg of their travel and
exit from the airport here. 

However, before they could
do this, CISF personnel nabbed
them and handed them over to
the Customs officials.

The trio was possibly try-
ing to evade the customs duty
on micro-SD imported cards at
Mumbai and hence decided to
give a slip to their scheduled
travel plan, the official said.
The Customs officials are prob-
ing the case further, he said. 
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In a bid to reduce air pollution
by taking off millions of

vehicle from the road of nation-
al Capital, the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
has decided to execute the
"Delhi Cycle walk" project to
areas and corridors connecting
forest areas and densely popu-
lated areas such as Tuglaqabad,
Greater Kailash (GK), Nehru
Place, Delhi Secretariat. In the
phase I these 33km long corri-
dors will be provided tracks for
walking and cycling. 

The main objective behind
this project is to reduce and
allow people to walk and cycle
safely especially on a pedestri-
an safe walk ability area. 

A meeting was also held on
Wednesday by the Lieutenant

Governor Anil Baijal and DDA
to implement the project with
proper planning. 

Baijal asked DDA brass to

have discussion with the help
of field experts, Archeological
Survey of India (ASI) and
Forest Department to imple-

ment the project soon for the
safety and security of pedes-
trians. 

According the project plan,
this walk-ability corridor will
be connected to major points
such as ring road, metro sta-
tions, bus stands, high density
residential areas, business dis-
tricts, industrial districts, recre-
ational districts, educational
districts, master plan greens
and other important areas. 

With this plan, the DDA is
aiming to make the city con-
nected to forests and lakes. 

"It will be a safer and
greener alternative to mobility
that would reduce the vehicu-
lar load of the city, provide last
mile connectivity, and con-
nect residential areas with
metro stations and bus stands.
It would also allow citizens to

save money on the last mile
commute which currently is
the most expensive per km
charge of the journey," said a
DDA official. 

Both the walking and
cycling track will be inter-
linked on grade and elevated
tracks which will cover with
saplings and plants. 

"At a few places where
Master plan greens do not
about residential origination
points or destination points,
and to connect the broken
fabric, elevated tracks will be
planned alongside master plan
roads. 

No trees would be dis-
turbed and the track would
meander around the existing
trees. It will provide a last mile
connectivity for the com-
muters," said the official. 
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The Anti-Corruption Branch
(ACB) has written a letter

to the Chief Secretary of Delhi
(CS) Vijay Dev requesting per-
mission to investigate allega-
tions regarding hiring Civil
Defense Marshals that involves
District Magistrate (Shahdra)
Kuldeep Pakad and Divisional
Commissioner Rajeev Verma
for making illegal domicile
(Delhi) certificates of around
400 candidates from Rajasthan.
The ACB has received com-
plaints from the public and also
from Leader of Opposition
(LOP) Vijender Gupta that
there is a scam in appointing
marshals for Delhi Transport
Corporation (DTC) and
Cluster buses. 

Pakad, an IAS officer was
also transferred from the post
of DM, Shahdra on Tuesday by
Lieutenant Governor Anil
Baijal for allegedly creating
and issuing forged 'domicile

certificates' to about
400 people from
Rajasthan to help
them get jobs as a
Civil Defense mar-
shals in the DTC and
Cluster buses. As per
sources, Pakad has
been appointed as
Special Secretary in
the Department of
Delhi Urban
Development. 

According the
rules of DTC and Delhi
Government, only those having
domicile status of the national
Capital can apply for the post
of Civil Defense Volunteers
(CDV) as marshals in DTC and
Cluster buses. 

A person from Delhi's
Karol Bagh area submitted a
complaint to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chief
Minister Arvind Kejrwal about
the alleged scam. 

"The ACB has received a
complaint from the Delhi

Member of Legislative (MLA)
and LoP Vijendar Gupta on the
matter of alleged Civil Defense
Volunteers scam. The plaint
involved the name of IAS offi-
cer Kuldeep Pakad and
Divisional Commissioner
Rajeev Verma. Thus under the
Prevention of Corruption Act
1988 (Section 17A), the per-
mission of CS is required to
proceed the investigation," said
the ACB in the letter. 

The letter further says that
as per the complaint, Pakad

tried to appoint
400 people from
Rajasthan as CDVs
in DTC and
Cluster buses as
marshals by chang-
ing their address
in Adhar Card to
show them as the
residents of Delhi.
It has also been
alleged that the
officer issued fake
certificates and

provided training even before
the appointment. 

"The scam involves senior
leaders, IAS Officers and has
wide ramifications outside
Delhi and would require inves-
tigation needing cooperation
from these States. Therefore an
in depth investigation by CBI is
required into the matter to
bring all the culprits in public.
It has also been reported that a
bribery amount of �2 Lakh has
been took from each candidate,"
alleged Vijendar Gupta.
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In a shocking incident, a
North-Eastern woman was

assaulted by DLF phase-1
Station House Officer 
(SHO) and three other police-
men for around nine hours
inside the police station on
Tuesday night in connection
with a theft case.

The victim alleged that the
police officials had taken her to
a room in the police station and
removed her clothes and
severely assaulted her fragile
limbs. 

It is alleged that the lower
back was hit so badly that the
skin had peeled off. The inci-
dent came to the fore only after
the people of the Northeast
community protested against
the policemen. 

The woman was trashed so
badly that she was not even able
to walk.

Taking suo motu action in
the case, the Commissioner of

Police Mohammad Akil, on
Wednesday sent the four
policemen to the police lines,
including the DLF Phase-1,
SHO.

According to the informa-
tion, a 30-year-old woman
originally from Assam was
working as a domestic help in
a house located in DLF Phase-
1, H block.  

On July 31, a theft occurred
in the house, in which the
owner of the house suspected
the two women, including the
female domestic help. DLF
Phase-1 Police registered a
case against the woman and
called the suspect to the police
station for questioning at 9 am
on Tuesday morning.

Around 9 pm, she called
her husband and went to him
at that time the cops told him
to bring the woman back on
the next day. At that time the
woman was not even in walk-
ing condition. Somehow he
brought her to their room.

On being informed about

the pressure to appear in the
police station on Wednesday
morning, the northeast organ-
isations associated with Delhi
and the surrounding  regions
reached the DLF Phase-1 police
station. They protested against
the police officials and urged
them to take action against the
accused policemen.  

After meeting them for
about five hours, ACP Sadar,
Aman Yadav assured action
against the culprits. Later the
ACP sent the report to top offi-
cials. Later in the evening,
Commissioner of Police
Mohammad Akil said that neg-
ligence was committed by the
policemen in the investigation
of the theft case. 

"DLF Phase-1 Police
Station Inspector Savit Kumar,
Women ASI Madhubala, Head
Constable Anil and Women
Constable Kavita have been
sent to police lines. A 
departmental inquiry has been
started against the four, in
which action will be taken
against those found guilty, and
a fresh investigation will be
conducted from the new sta-
tion In-charge in the case of
theft," Akil said.
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For air travellers' convenience,
Delhi International Airport

Limited (DIAL) has issued 7,000
pocket cards with flights infor-
mation available to taxi drivers
to convey about the operations
of certain flights. Notably,
SpiceJet and IndiGo will shift
their flight operations partially
from the intervening night of
September 4-5.

While airlines are conveying
changes to passengers via emails
and SMSs, DIAL is taking care
of airside area with the place-
ment of bilingual directional and
informative signage at the strate-
gic location. 

Elaborating about prepara-
tions, DIAL official told The
Pioneer the installation of MTV
screens will display all flight
operations. "We have trained our
staff. The staff will be deployed
and tell passengers about ter-
minals corresponding to flights."
There will be shuttle services for
the passengers in need.

Indigo would shift a por-
tion of its operations from T2 to
T3, SpiceJet would shift all of its
domestic flights, operating from
T2, to T3. Post the shift, the
SpiceJet flights- SG 8000 to SG

8999 and IndiGo flights
-6E 5000 to 6E 5999 -
would operate out of
T3. IndiGo flights - 6E
2000 to 6E 2999 - will
operate from T2.

At present, a total of
184 flights operate from
Terminal 3. With the
proposed shifting the
number of flight at T3
will go up to 240, which
include 24 IndiGo and
32 SpiceJet flights. 

This move will res-
ult into the reduction of
passenger load at T2 by
up to 27 pc, which will
enable the airport ope-
rator to enhance the p-
assenger capacity of T2.

"Post completion of
capacity enhancement
of T2, the terminal will

be able to handle 18 million 
passengers per annum (MPPA),
up from current 15 MPPA. This
will further enhance the pas-
senger comfort and experience,"
DIAL said. 
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A27-year-old gym trainer
was arrested in Dwarka's

Jaffarpur Kalan for allegedly
killing his father, who 
he claimed often hurled abus-
es at him, police said on
Wednesday.  

The accused was identified
as Amit Kumar, a resident of
Khera Dabur Village, they said.
On August 27, one Ashok
Kumar (52) was shot dead in
Khera Dabur village.

During enquiry, it was
found that Ashok Kumar's son
had shot him over domestic
issues at 1.40 pm, a senior
police officer said.

"During investigation,
police got a tip-off on Tuesday
that Amit would come to his
village to meet someone, fol-
lowing which a trap was laid on
the main Surheda Road and the
accused was arrested at 9.15 pm
when he came there on a bike,"
said Anto Alphonse, Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Dwarka).

Interrogation revealed that

Amit's father, a mason, had lost
his right hand few years back
in an accident and stopped
working.  

Amit had been working as
freelance bouncer and was per-
manently engaged as a trainer
in a local gym.  

He claimed that his father
was very abusive, even in front
of his children and women of
family.

On August 27, Ashok
confronted his son over 
some domestic issue but when
he did not pay any heed, he
started abusing Amit and his
minor daughters, the 
DCP said. Meanwhile, Amit
took out a pistol and shot his
father when he was playing
cards with his friends in the
neighbourhood and fled to
Haryana, police said. 

Amit was planning to 
meet a friend in his village to
arrange money so that he could
flee to Nepal, police 
said, adding that one pistol, 14
live cartridges and one bike
were recovered from his pos-
session.
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Stockholm: The owner of the
British-flagged Stena Impero
oil tanker held in the Persian
Gulf by Iran says he was told by
the Iranian authorities that
seven of the 23-member crew
will be released.

Erik Hanell, CEO of the
Swedish shipping group Stena
Bulk that owns the ship, says it
wasn't immediately clear when
they would be freed.

His confirmation came
shortly after Iran's Foreign
Ministry said on Wednesday
that seven crew members, all of
whom are Indians, would be
freed. Hanell said, "Their ordeal
may soon be over, and they may
return to their families, howev-
er, we cautiously await official
confirmation of their release
date." He said it was "a positive
step on the way to the release of
all the remaining crew, which
has always been our primary
concern and focus." 

The remaining 16 crew
members are to stay onboard

the vessel. Earlier, Iran's foreign
ministry said the country will
release seven crew members of
the seized British-flagged Stena
Impero oil tanker held in the
Persian Gulf.

Ministry spokesman Abbas
Mousavi told state TV on
Wednesday that judicial proce-
dure on the oil tanker is ongo-
ing and that under Iran's
"humane policy," the captain of
the ship has been asked to let
some of the crew members
return to their country.

Mousavi said the captain
decided seven crew members
who are Indian nationals would
be the ones to leave. Iran seized
the tanker on July, saying it vio-
lated Iranian laws, after author-
ities in the British territory of
Gibraltar seized an Iranian
tanker said to be to be carrying
fuel to Syria in violation of EU
sanctions on oil sales to the gov-
ernment in Damascus. The
Iranian vessel was released ear-
lier this month. AP
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JNU dominated by various
shades of Left politics since its

inception has in recent years
seen the Left-Right binary with
RSS’ students’ wing ABVP mak-
ing inroads. At this crucial
juncture, the Congress’ student
wing National Students’ Union
of India (NSUI) is trying to gain
foothold in the campus politics.
The NSUI candidate for JNUSU
president race, Prashant Kumar,
a PhD scholar at Centre for
Philosophy of School of Social
Sciences, has made his poll
planks the problems faced by
non-English medium students,
exorbitant fee structures for
newly introduced courses and
lack of hostel accommodation. 

“I’m fighting the JNUSU
polls on the plank of pro-stu-
dent plank. I myself come from
a Hindi-medium background
and I know the impediments
that students are facing when
they enter JNU. There is no
provision in the varsity to
equip those students at par with
the English-medium students,”
he said. 

On exorbitant fee structure
in the newly introduced sub-
jects like engineering, he said,
“The fee structure of these
subjects are so high that stu-
dents from economically weak-
er sections can’t afford. JNU is
known for its low fees and

world class education system
but the administration is hell
bent destroying the premier
institution.”

“There is no proper system
of accommodation of in the
university. The newly-induct-
ed students had to stay at the
claustrophobic dormitories.
There are no facilities for the
students to have hygiene foods
either,” he said.

On a political scenario pre-
vailing in the country, he said
the incumbent BJP
Government has given a bad
name to our campus. The stu-
dents, who are raising ques-
tions, have labelled us anti-
nationals. He also raised ques-
tions on the abrogation of
Article 370 and said. “The BJP
Government has tried to
manipulate with our
Constitution which has been
prepared by Baba Saheb
Ambedkar and Jawaharlal
Nehru,” he said. 
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From Page 1
However, it allowed

Shivakumar to meet his family
members in the courtroom
itself. 

In September 2018, the
agency had registered a case
against Shivakunar under
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act.
Haumanthaiah, an employee
at Karnataka Bhavan in the
national Capital and others
were also booked by ED in the
case.

Meanwhile, several Youth
Congress workers were detained
following a scuffle with police
personnel during a protest
against the arrest of Shivakumar.

The protesters raised slo-
gans against the Government
and burnt effigies of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Home Minister Amit Shah out-
side the Indian Youth Congress’
office in Central Delhi.

While police barricaded
the road leading to Parliament,
a number of protesters tried to
break through and jostled with
police personnel.

“A number of protesters
were detained, forced into two
buses and taken to Parliament
Street and Mandir Marg police
stations,” Youth Congress’ media
in-charge Amrish Ranjan
Pandey said. He claimed that
some of the protesters were
injured in police lathicharge and
were hospitalised. A senior
police official, however, said 66
protesters have been detained
but there was no use of force
against them.

Youth Congress president,
Srinivas BV, said, “The BJP
Government is targeting
Opposition leaders to divert
attention from real issues of
unemployment and economic
downturn.”

Srinivas, who met
Shivakumar at Ram Manohar
Lohia Hospital here on Tuesday
night, said the Karnataka
Congress leader’s health has
“deteriorated due to the harass-
ment he was subjected to in the
last few days”.

“First Chidambaram and
now Shivakumar. Arrests are
being made without proper
investigation and proper evi-
dence. The BJP is indulging in
vendetta politics,” Srinivas
alleged.

From Page 1
The next immediate

change where the party is rid-
den with acute factionalism is
Madhya Pradesh. Congress
general secretary Jyotiraditya
Scindia, who has expressed
his uneasiness with the leader-
ship on many occasions in
recent times, said party chief
Sonia Gandhi would decide on
the next Madhya Pradesh unit
president. 

His statement comes at a
time when there is speculation
among political circles that
Scindia might look for options
outside the Congress if he is not
made head of the MP unit.

AICC sources said Scindia
has the backing of enough
MLAs and Ministers to create
trouble for the Kamal Nath
Government whose has a
wafer-thin majority in the 230-
member House. Scindia had

lost the Chief Minister's race to
Nath narrowly after the
Congress came to power in the
State in December last year.

The other impending
change is in the crucial State of
Uttar Pradesh where the lead-
ership suggested for a complete
overhaul of the State unit. 

In a report prepared by her
close aides, she has advised to
make it mandatory to have at
least one women office-bearer
in the organisation from block
level to district and PCC level. 

The Congress last week
made changes in poll bound
Jharkhand by appointing a
new president and other office-
bearers after rift between for-
mer Union Minister Subodh
Kant Sahay and Ajoy Kumar.
Kumar resigned last month
paving the way for Rameshwar
Oraon's appointment as State
president.

From Page 1
“Today’s talks with

President Putin were aimed at
finding new horizons of India-
Russia cooperation. This
includes opportunities in trade,
security, maritime cooperation
and working together to protect
the environment,” Modi said.

He said a proposal has
been made to have a full
f ledged maritime route
between Chennai and
Vladivostok.

The statement said the two
leaders “agreed to facilitate, in
all possible ways, exploring
the impressive potential of our
strategic partnership to the
full, demonstrating its special
and privileged nature which
has emerged as an anchor of
stability in a complex interna-
tional situation.”

The two sides “prioritise
strong, multifaceted trade and
economic cooperation as the

foundation for further expand-
ing the range of India-Russia
relations,” it added.

The two leaders decided to
take the bilateral trade from the
current USD 11 billion to USD
30 billion by 2025. The two
sides noted the pace of progress
achieved in the construction of
the remaining four of the six
nuclear power plants at
Kudankulam. Modi said Russia
will help train Indian astro-
nauts for the manned space
mission --- Gaganyaan.

Noting that close cooper-
ation in military-technical
fields is a pillar of Indo-Russia
Special and Privileged Strategic
Partnership, the statement said
the two sides vowed to upgrade
their defence cooperation,
including by fostering joint
development and production of
military equipment, compo-
nents and spare parts.

They shared the view that
“implementation in good faith
of universally recognised prin-
ciples and rules of international

law excludes the practice of
double standards or imposition
of some States of their will on
other States.”

They called for reform of
the UN Security Council to
reflect contemporary global
realities. Russia expressed its
support for India’s candidacy
for a permanent membership
of the UNSC.

“The sides intend to focus
particularly on increasing the
effectiveness of countering ter-
rorism, extremism, drug traf-
ficking, cross-border organ-
ised crime, and information
security threats, in particular by
improving the functionality of
the SCO Regional Anti-
Terrorist Structure,” the state-
ment said.

The two leaders strongly
condemned terrorism in all its
forms and manifestations and
called on the international
community to set up a united
front to fight against this evil.
“They insisted on the inad-
missibility of double standards

in countering terrorism and
extremism, as well as of the use
of terrorist groups for political
ends,” the statement said.

Both sides expressed con-
cern over the possibility of an
arms race in outer space and
advocated peaceful uses of
outer space. They reiterated
their commitment to further
strengthen global non-prolif-
eration. Russia expressed its
strong support for India’s mem-
bership of the Nuclear
Suppliers Group.

The two sides expressed
their support for an inclusive
peace and Afghan-led and
Afghan-owned reconciliation
in Afghanistan. They reaf-
firmed their commitment to
building an equal and indivis-
ible security architecture in
Asia and the Pacific region. 

On his part, Putin said
India is one of the key partners
of Russia. Underlining the
Indo-Russia cooperation in
technical and military areas, he
said, “We are successfully

implementing our bilateral
programme on military and
technical cooperation up to
2020. We are working to update
it to extend to another 10
years.”

From Page 1
“Rescue operations are

underway and so far we have
recovered 19 dead bodies,” said
Ujwal, adding that the reason for
the blast is still unknown.

Several fire engines were
pressed into service at the spot
carrying out rescue work to
bring the situation under the
control.

A series of blasts were heard
that, at one point of time, has
caused panic among the locals.
It was only later that the reason
for the loud blasts was known.

The blast took place a day
ahead of the 522nd marriage
anniversary celebrations of Guru
Nanak Dev, known as ‘Babe Da
Viah’. Festivities are held in the
city every year.

The news agency IANS has
quoted an official saying that the
firecracker manufacturing unit
was unauthorised and being
run in a densely-populated res-
idential area in Gurdaspur dis-
trict.

The official said the locals
complained that the firecracker
unit was running illegally for the
past many years. It was manu-
facturing and storing crackers
for a ‘nagar kirtan’ - a religious
procession relating to the birth
anniversary celebrations of

Sikhism founder Guru Nanak
Dev - slated to reach the town
late Wednesday evening.

Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder took to Twitter and
expressed anguish over the inci-
dent. “Deeply anguished to learn
about the loss of lives due to the
blast in the firecracker factory in
Batala. Rescue operations are
underway with the DC & SSP
heading the relief efforts,” tweet-
ed Capt Amarinder.

The State Revenue and
Rehabilitation Minister Gurpreet
Singh Kangar also expressed his
grief on the incident and loss of
lives and assured of
Government’s immediate action.
“It is an unfortunate incident
and a thorough probe into the
incident will be done,” he said.

The Chief Minister has also
announced an ex gratia grant of
Rs 2 lakh for the kin of the
deceased and Rs 50,000 for the
seven severely injured, who
were referred to Amritsar
Medical College. He has
announced Rs 25,000 for those
with minor injuries.

Capt Amarinder also direct-
ed both the Civil and Police
administration of Gurdaspur
district to extend all possible
help to the victims’ families in
this hour of grief.

He also directed the Deputy
Commissioner, Gurdaspur, to
provide the best possible treat-
ment to the injured free of cost,
besides asking SSP Batala to
supervise the evacuation oper-
ations being carried out by the
NDRF teams.

The who’s who from across
the country expressed grief over
the tragic incident that took 20
lives while leaving many other
injured.

President Ram Nath Kovind
tweeted, “Saddened to learn
about the loss of lives due to an
explosion at a firecracker facto-
ry in Batala, Punjab.
Condolences to bereaved fami-
lies impacted by this tragedy and
wishing an early recovery to
those injured.”

Vice-President M Venkaiah
Naidu also tweeted, “Deeply
saddened by the loss of lives in
an explosion in a firecracker fac-
tory in Gurdaspur, Punjab today.
My condolences to the bereaved
families and wishes for speedy
recovery of the injured.”

Gurdaspur MP Sunny Deol
too expressed grief over the
incident, and tweeted,
“Saddened to hear about the
news of blast in Batala factory.
NDRF teams and local admin-
istration have been rushed for

rescue operation.”
SAD president Sukhbir

Badal expressed his condolences
with the bereaved families and
expressed hope that those
trapped in the rubble of the fire-
cracker factory would be rescued
successfully.

Union Minister Harsimrat
Kaur Badal and SAD MLA
Bikram Singh Majithia also
expressed condolences to the
bereaved families.

Shiromani Akali Dal on
Wednesday demanded imme-
diate enforcement of the
Supreme Court’s directions on
all firecracker factories in
Punjab.

SAD chief Sukhbir Badal
also demanded strict action
against the officials guilty of not
enforcing safety codes vis-à-vis
firecracker factories besides ask-
ing the Government to give ade-
quate compensation to the vic-
tim families.

Other SAD leaders - Union
Minister Harsimrat Kaur Badal
and former Minister Bikram
Majithia - said that the Congress
Government should immedi-
ately direct all district officials to
enforce safety regulations vis-à-
vis firecracker factories while
ensuring that they do not oper-
ate in residential areas.

From Page 1
Kartarpur is located in

Pakistan’s Narowal district
across the Ravi river, about
four kilometres from Dera Baba
Nanak.

Both sides agreed to build
a bridge at Budhi Ravi channel.
Pending the construction of
the bridge on the Pakistan side,
both sides agreed on the cross-
ing- point coordinates of the
temporary service road, sources
said.  Pakistani delegation leader
Mohammad Faisal said before
the meeting that Islamabad was
positive about the outcome of
this third round of talks on the

corridor.
“We are hopeful to give a

final shape to the draft agree-
ment of Kartarpur corridor in
today’s talks with India,” Faisal,
who is Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesperson and Director
General of South Asia and
SAARC, told reporters at the
Pakistani side of the border.

This was the second meet-
ing on the Kartarpur corridor
after New Delhi revoked Jammu
and Kashmir’s special status,
triggering fresh tension between
the two neighbours.  Technical
experts from the two countries
met on August 30.  The two
sides plan to open the corridor
by November when the year-
long celebrations to mark the
550th birth anniversary of Guru
Nanak Dev begin.
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As yet another of its leader
faces the heat, the Congress

on Wednesday hit out at the BJP-
led Centre over party leader DK
Shivakumar's arrest, asserting it
will not be intimidated by the
"politics of persecution" and
will continue to pose "hard
questions" to the Government. 

While Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi alleged that DK
Shivakumar's arrest was anoth-
er example of "vendetta politics"
and the BJP Government was
using probe agencies and a "pli-
ant" media to selectively target
individuals, the party termed the
96 days of the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
Government's second term
characterised by three words —
"tyranny, chaos and anarchy".

"The arrest of DK
Shivakumar is another exam-
ple of the vendetta politics
unleashed by the Government,
using agencies like the ED/CBI
& a pliant media to selectively
target individuals," Rahul
tweeted.

Congress spokesperson
Manish Tewari alleged that in
order to cover up this com-
plete breakdown of gover-
nance, continued "persecu-
tion" of Opposition leaders
was being carried out and the
arrest of Shivakumar is the lat-
est in a series of "continued

political vendetta".
"DK Shivakumar's only

crime was that he provided
protection to those Congress
MLAs of Gujarat who were
being poached by the NDA-BJP
during the Rajya Sabha elec-
tions," Tewari said.

The former Union Minister
cited economic slowdown,
"undeclared emergency" in
Kashmir and the situation in
Assam following the publication
of the updated final NRC, to
claim there has been a "complete
breakdown of governance" in
the Narendra Modi
Government's second term.

"Has there been any con-
viction of any Opposition lead-
ers in the last five years? For the
last five years, this politics of
persecution has been carried
on relentlessly against
Opposition leaders of every

shade and hue," he said.
Tewari said the reason that

there has not been a single con-
viction by any court of law is
that there is a difference
between persecution and 
prosecution. "Persecution 
only requires misuse and abuse
of state instruments. 
When the lawyers of the
Government plead for custo-
dial interrogation in the courts
of law, it is a euphemism for
physical, mental and emotion-
al torture of their political
Opponents," he said.

"What you have been wit-
nessing in the last five years is
not unbiased, neutral prosecu-
tion but subjective, arbitrary
and whimsical persecution
being carried out by investi-
gating agencies at the behest of
their political masters," Tewari
said at the AICC press briefing.
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With Congress alleging
"political vendetta"

behind the arrest of its senior
leaders, the BJP on Wednesday
said many of its own leaders,
including Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, came out
"unscathed" in different probes,
but for the Opposition party
"democracy is in ICU" when its
leaders face investigation. 

While top Congress lead-
ers Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi are under Income Tax
scrutiny in the National Herald
case, former Finance Minister
P Chidambaram, arrested
recently, is facing CBI probe in
the INX Media case and former
Karnataka Minister and State
Congress leader DK
Shivakumar, also arrested by
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
in an alleged money launder-
ing case. 

Besides, the ED had earli-
er filed its first chargesheet in
a case of alleged irregularities
in land allotment to the
Congress-promoted Associated
Journals Limited in Panchkula

and named party leader Motilal
Vora and former Haryana
Chief Minister Bhupinder
Singh Hooda in it.

In an altogether different
case, Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor is facing murder
charges in the mysterious death
of his wife Sunanda Pushkar. 

In a series of tweets, BJP
General Secretary
(Organisation) BL Santhosh
said when Modi was Gujarat
Chief Minister, he submitted
himself to the notices of the
probe agencies and came out
"untainted".

Home Minister Amit Shah,
then Minister in Gujarat, also
submitted himself to the laws

of the land and came out
unscathed, he said.

"Never was democracy in
danger... Now Cong leaders are
under scrutiny... Democracy
gets admitted to ICU... There is
a limit Congis... Nation under-
stands you perfectly of late
(sic), the BJP leader wrote on
the microblogging site Twitter.

Modi was questioned by
probe agencies in cases related
to 2002 riots in Gujarat. Shah
was arrested in an alleged
encounter case but was later
acquitted. Modi too got a clean
chit.

Santhosh said Karnataka
Chief Minister BS Yediyurappa
also got a clean chit after being
tried on corruption charges.

The Congress has stepped
up its attack on the Modi
Government following the
arrests of Chidambaram and
Shivakumar, who have
described probes against them
as acts of “political vendetta” by
the BJP Government. While
Chidambaram is under CBI
remand till Thursday,
Shivakumar would be in ED
custody until September 13.
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India on Wednesday declared
fugitive mastermind of

Mumbai blasts Dawood
Ibrahim, Jaish-e-Mohammed
chief Masood Azhar, Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba founder Hafiz
Muhammad Saeed and Mumbai
terror attack accused Zaki-ur-
Rehman-Lakhvi as terrorists
under the new anti-terror law. 

All the four persons, now
residing in Pakistan, were
declared individually as terror-
ists after Parliament, a month ago
approved a crucial amendment
to The Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Amendment Act,
1967. They are the first to be
declared terrorists under the
new anti-law, a home ministry
official said.

The Home Ministry said
Dawood runs an international
underworld crime syndicate and
is involved in perpetrating acts
of terror, promoting religious
fundamentalism, terror financ-
ing, arms smuggling, circulation
of counterfeit currency, money
laundering, narcotics, extortion
and benami real estate business
in India and abroad.

Dawood was designated as
a global terrorist by the UN
under the United Nations
Security Council Resolution
1267 and he is listed in al-
Qaeda sanction list on
November 3, 2003 and the

UNSC had also issued a special
notice in his name on April 6,
2006. The notification also said
Dawood executed a series of
bomb blasts along with his asso-
ciates in Mumbai in March
1993, which resulted in deaths of
257 people and injured over 1000
others apart from destruction of
properties on a massive scale.

The Ministry cited a series
of terror acts in which
Pakistan-based Azhar was
involved that include attack on
the J&K Assembly complex in
2001, attack on Parliament in
2001, attack on Pathankot air
base in 2016 attacks on BSF
camp in Srinagar in 2017 and
explosion of a CRPF bus at
Pulwama on February 14. On
Saeed, the Home Ministry said
he was involved in various
attacks including Red Fort in
2000, a CRPF camp in Rampur
(Uttar Pradesh), India's worst
terror strike in Mumbai in
2008 in which 166 people were
killed and the attack on a BSF
convoy at Udhampur in J&K in
2015. Saeed was designated as
a global terrorist by the UN
under the UNSC Resolution
1267 on December 10, 2008.

On LeT commander Lakhvi,
the Ministry said he was involved
in various attacks including Red
Fort attack in 2000, Rampur
CRPF camp in 2008, Mumbai in
2008 and on a BSF convoy at
Udhampur in J&K.
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India's traditional medicine
system is all set to go high-tech

with the Union Ayush Ministry
taking steps to set up a nation-
wide AYUSH grid connecting all
hospitals and research labs to
record case histories so that a
huge amount of evidences can be
generated through data analyt-
ics about the efficacy of
Ayurveda.

"While robust research is
being conducted into Ayurveda,
the problem arises in imple-
mentation of integrative medi-
cine at the level of public health.
This is because Ayurveda is still
not accepted as a science by the
Allopathic community. Ayush
Grid is expected to take care of

these gaps," Dr Rajesh Kotecha,
Union Ayush Secretary said.

In fact, Prime Minister
Naredndra Modi too last week,
while speaking at a Yoga Awards
ceremony emphasised on the
need to create a homogenous
system by creating an "Ayush
grid" on the lines of one nation,
one tax and one nation, one
mobility card.

The move has been wel-
comed by the ayush experts
and manufacturers. "This would
instil confidence among people
as well as bring transparency and
accountability in the sector at the

time when the Government is
focussing on universal health
care," said Sanchit Sharma, exec-
utive director of the AIMIL
Pharma Ltd. He agreed with the
Prime Minister's view that tech-
nology intervention will elimi-
nate silos in the area of Ayush.
Modi had pitched for connect-
ing technology with tradition in
the practice of Ayush medicine
as he announced the
Government's plans to establish
12,500 Ayush centres across
India, 4,000 of which will be set
up this year. Ayush medicines
will be provided in these centres. 

There is already an array of
Ayurveda drugs like BGR-34 for
diabetes developed by country's
prestigious research institutions
like CSIR. Similarly, Defence
Research Development
Organisation (DRDO) has
developed herbal drug, NEERI-
KFT for kidney ailments after
intensive research.

The burden of Non
Communicable Diseases
(NCDas)  is immense in the
country. As per the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), deaths due to NCDs
has increased from 37 per cent
in 1990 to 61 per cent in 2016.
The WHO has already recog-
nized diabetes as a growing
challenge in India with an esti-
mated 8.7 per cent diabetic pop-
ulation between the age group of
20 and 70 years. In India, the
Global Disease Burden (GBD)
2015 ranks chronic kidney dis-
ease as the eighth leading cause
of death.
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In a move to boost growth in
the animal husbandry sector,

the Modi Government is work-
ing on an indigenous technol-
ogy of ‘artificial insemination’
through sex-sorted semen to
tackle stray cattle. The breed-
ing technology will enhance
female calves’ production in
the country. The Government
has decided to go for 100 per
cent artificial insemination by
2025. 

Expressing concern over
stray cattle, Union Minister for
fisheries, animal husbandry
and dairying,  Giriraj Singh, on
Wednesday said the
Government is exploring ways
to deal with this issue and
hoped to introduce some
mechanism or model within
the next six months. Besides,
the Government is also explor-
ing PPP model in the animal
husbandry sector to increase

farmers' income. 
Through the introduction

of new technology in this sec-
tor, Singh said productivity
could be increased substan-
tially, making it attractive for
private investment. "We will
link the husbandry sector to
market to encourage employ-
ment generation. As many as
30 lakh doses will be given by

next March including
Government and non-govern-
ment institution," Singh added.  

Artificial insemination is
the technique in which semen
with living sperms is collected
from the male and introduced
into female reproductive tract
at the proper time with the
help of instruments.

He said the indigenous
technology will be developed
indigenously to bring down the

cost.  Other technologies such
as IVF (in vitro fertilisation)
will also be used to boost pro-
ductivity. The minister said the
Government would also focus
on conserving indigenous
breed of cattle.

He said the tagging process
has been completed on 2.8
crore cattle. To deal with the
issue of stray cattle, Singh said,
"I am trying to create some
model in next 4-6 months."
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New Delhi: India on
Wednesday blamed "Pakistan-
incited" elements for "unruly"
demonstration and "vandal-
ism" at the Indian High
Commission in London for the
second time in less than a
month and asked the UK to
take punitive action against
those involved.

Thousands of people led by
British-Pakistani groups held a
protest outside the Indian
embassy on Tuesday against
withdrawal of special status to
Jammu & Kashmir.  The Indian
High Commission said the
"violent protest" caused damage
to the embassy premises. A vio-
lent protest had taken place
outside the Indian mission on
August 15 also. External Affairs
Ministry Spokesperson

Raveesh Kumar said India con-
sidered these incidents to be
"unacceptable" and have
strongly urged the UK to take
necessary steps to ensure nor-
mal functioning of the Mission
and the safety and security of
the personnel working at the
mission. "We are deeply con-
cerned by the reports of unruly
demonstration by Pakistan-
incited elements and conse-
quent organised vandalism of
the property of the High
Commission of India in
London," he said in response to
a query on the anti-India
demonstrations. 

London Mayor Sadiq Khan
termed the clashes as unac-
ceptable behaviour and called
on the police to take action
against the perpetrators. PTI
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New Delhi: The Supreme Court
Wednesday said it would "look into"
the claim that Iqbal Ansari, son of
Mohd Hashim who was one of the
original litigants in the Ram
Janmbhoomi-Babri masjid land dis-
pute, has been attacked recently at
Ayodhya. 

The moment a 5-judge
Constitution bench, headed by Chief
Justice Ranjan Gogoi, assembled to
commence hearing on 19th day in
the politically sensitive case, senior
advocate Rajeev Dhavan brought
into its notice that Ansari has been
attacked by a shooter at Ayodhya.

"With some regrets, I have to tell
you that Iqbal Ansari (who is pur-
suing the case after the death of
Mohd Hashim), was attacked by a
shooter. Whether this requires an
investigation or not, I do not know.

Sometimes, a simple observation
from the bench is enough," Dhavan,
appearing for Muslims parties
including Sunni Wakf Board, told the
bench which also comprised justices
SA Bobde, DY Chandrachud, Ashok
Bhushan and S A Nazeer.   "We will
look into this," the CJI observed.

The senior lawyer said that
though the shooter has been arrest-
ed, the fact of the matter is that
Ansari was being provided police
protection. 

"I do not want to pursue con-
tempt against everybody," he said,
adding that he did not want any secu-
rity. Dhavan said he lives in a house
in Delhi which has no locks and
could be attacked anytime. "But, the
surprising fact is that Ansari who was
under police protection, could be
attacked," he said. PTI
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New Delhi: The Supreme Court collegium
has recommended transfer of Justice VK
Tahilramani, the incumbent Chief Justice of
the Madras High Court to Meghalaya High
Court, not acceding to her request for recon-
sideration of her transfer.

The collegium, headed by Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi, recommended transfer of
Justice Tahilramani, who was elevated as the
Chief Justice of Madras High Court on August
8 last year, to the Meghalaya High Court.

The collegium recommended her trans-
fer on August 28, after which she had made
a representation to the collegium requesting
it to reconsider the proposal for transfer. 

"The collegium has carefully gone
through the aforesaid representation and
taken into consideration all relevant factors.
On reconsideration, the collegium is of the
considered view that it is not possible to
accede to her request," said the resolution
dated September 3, which was uploaded on
the apex court website.

"The collegium, accordingly, reiterates its
recommendation dated August 28, 2019 for
transfer of Justice VK Tahilramani to
Meghalaya High Court," it said. 

While holding office as the acting chief
justice of the Bombay High Court, Justice
Tahilramani had in May 2017 upheld the con-
viction and life imprisonment of 11 people
in the Bilkis Bano gang-rape case, which was
transferred to Maharashtra from Gujarat by
the top court.

The apex court collegium — also com-
prising justices SA Bobde, NV Ramana, Arun
Mishra and RF Nariman — has recom-
mended that Meghalaya High Court's Chief
Justice Justice AK Mittal be transferred to
Madras High Court as its Chief Justice.

It has also recommended transfer of
Justice Vivek Agarwal of the Madhya
Pradesh High Court to Allahabad High
Court and Justice Amit Rawal of the
Punjab and Haryana High Court to the
Kerala High Court. PTI
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Rohit Sharma, star batsman
is launching Rohit4Rhinos

campaign, in partnership with
WWF India and Animal
Planet, on World Rhino Day
on September 22, where the
cricketer pledges to take cud-
gels on behalf of the "vulner-
able" species to save them
from extinction. There are
around 3,500 Indian rhinos
left in the world. India is
home to 82 per cent of the rhi-
nos. 

Once found abundantly
across the Indus, Ganges and
the Brahmaputra river basins,
the animal is now found only
in select pockets in Assam,
West Bengal, Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh. The state animal of

Assam, the Indian rhinoceros
faces several threats, including
poaching, habitat loss and
mass mortality from in-breed-
ing and disease.

Rohit Sharma joined
WWF India as its Brand
Ambassador for Rhino
Conservation in 2018. 

"Decades old stories of
rhino conservation success in
India need to be told and we
believe that the campaign
#Rohit4Rhinos being imple-
mented in partnership with
WWF India and Animal
Planet (wildlife channel) will
also be able to bring attention
to the challenges that conser-
vationists face in protecting
the species," said, Dr. Dipankar
Ghose, Director, Species and
Landscapes, WWF India.
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Setting the celebratory mood
here ahead of the festive sea-

son of Durga Puja, a two-
week-long exhibition of exquis-
ite handloom and handicrafts
creations of weavers and crafts
persons from Bengal is being
held here.  

The 8th Edition of "Bengal
Pre-Puja Expo" was formally
opened on Tuesday at
Handloom Haat, Janpath,  in
the national Capital. 

Artisans from 12 districts
such as Nadia, Paschim
Medinipur, Purba Bardhaman,
North 24 Parganas, Howrah,
Hooghly, Coochbehar, South 24
Parganas of West Bengal are
participating in the exposition
which is aimed at promoting

the rich and glorious tradition
of Bengal handicrafts and hand-
loom. It also aims to ensure
commercial benefits to the
crafts persons and weavers, a
State government official said.

The exposition boasts of a
range of beautiful handloom
and handicrafts products,
including "nakshi kantha" (tra-
ditional needle craft), jute
products, dokra ornaments,
embroidered and hand-paint-
ed apparel, terracotta jewellery
and patachitra (scroll painting).
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PNS: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on September 11 will
launch a �13,500-crore central
scheme to control livestock dis-
eases, especially foot and mouth
disease (FMD) and brucellosis,
from Mathura district in Uttar
Pradesh. This was announced
by Minister of Fisheries, Animal
Husbandry and Dairying Giriraj
Singh. The scheme envisages

vaccination coverage to 30 crore
bovines (cows-bulls and buf-
faloes) and 20 crore sheep/goat
and 10 million pigs. The disease
of FMD and brucellosis are
common among the livestock —
cow, bulls, buffaloes, sheep,
goats and pigs. Earlier, the
Centre and state governments
used to contribute funds in the
ratio of 60:40.
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New Delhi: The CBI is unable
to fulfil its mandate of investi-
gating inter-state crimes due to
the absence of consent of some
State Governments, agency
chief Rishi Kumar Shukla said
on Wednesday.

The CBI is mandated to
investigate crimes with inter-
state and international ramifi-
cations but it requires consent
from the respective state gov-
ernments, supported by a noti-
fication from the Centre or an
order from high courts or the
Supreme Court.

In January this year, the
Congress-led Chhattisgarh
Government had withdrawn
the general consent accorded to
the CBI to probe cases in the

State. The West Bengal and
Andhra Pradesh Governments
had also withdrawn the gener-
al consent accorded to the CBI
to conduct probe and raids in
their jurisdiction.

Inaugurating the first
National Conference on Cyber
Crime Investigation and Cyber
Forensics at the CBI head-
quarteres here, Shukla said that
while digitisation has improved
the quality of citizen services,
it has also increased vulnera-
bility several folds.

He raised the issue of the
CBI requiring the consent of
State Governments under
Section 6 of the Delhi Special
Police Establishment Act, 1946.

The CBI director high-

lighted the "dichotomous situ-
ation where the agency is
unable to fulfil its mandate in
investigating inter-state crimes
due to the absence of consent
of some State Governments".

The two-day conference,
organised by the CBI, covers
one of the mandates of the
agency which is to investigate
crimes with inter-state and
international ramifications.

In his inaugural address,
the CBI director said the con-
ference is aimed at creating a
platform and bringing togeth-
er investigators, lawyers, foren-
sic experts and academia to
discuss challenges related to
cyber crime and ways to find
solutions. PTI
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Bengaluru: The second de-
orbiting manoeuver of
Chandrayaan -2 spacecraft was
successfully carried out early
Wednesday, the Indian Space
Research Organisation said,
inching towards achieving a
historic soft-landing on the
lunar surface.

“With this manoeuvre the
required orbit for the Vikram
Lander to commence it descent
towards the surface of the
Moon is achieved,” ISRO said
in a statement.

The nine-second de-orbit-
ing or retro-orbiting manoeu-
vre was executed at 3.42 am
using the onboard propulsion
system, the space agency said. 

On Tuesday, the first de-
orbiting manoeuvre for the
spacecraft was carried out, a
day after lander ‘Vikram’ was
separated from the orbiter.

While Chandrayaan-2
spacecraft continued to orbit

the moon at a perigee of 96 km
and apogee of 125 km, the
Vikram Lander is at an orbit of
35 km perigee and 101 km
apogee.

“Both the Orbiter and
Lander are healthy,” the space
agency said.

It further said that moon
lander Vikram is scheduled
for a powered-descent between
1 am and 2 am on September
7, followed by touch down of
Lander between 1.30 am and
2.30 am.

ISRO Chairman K Sivan
has said the proposed soft-
landing on the Moon is going
to be a “terrifying” moment as
the ISRO has not done it
before, whereas Lunar Orbit
Insertion (LOI) maneuver was
successfully carried out during
the Chandrayaan-1 mission.  

Following the landing, the
rover ‘Pragyan’ will roll out
from ‘Vikram’ between 5:30-

6:30 am on September 7, and
carry out experiments on the
lunar surface for a period of
one lunar day, which is equal to
14 earth days.

The mission life of the
lander is also one lunar day,
while the orbiter will continue
its mission for a year.  

India’s Geosynchronous
Satellite Launch Vehicle, GSLV
MkIII-M1 had successfully
launched the 3,840-kg
Chandrayaan-2 spacecraft into
the earth’s orbit on July 22.

Chandrayaan-2 satellite
had began its journey towards
the moon leaving the earth’s
orbit in the dark hours on
August 14, after a crucial
maneuver called Trans Lunar
Insertion (TLI) that was carried
out by ISRO to place the space-
craft on “Lunar Transfer
Trajectory”.  

In a major milestone for
India’s second Moon mission,

the Chandrayaan-2 spacecraft
had  successfully entered the
lunar orbit on August 20 by
performing Lunar Orbit
Insertion (LOI) maneuver.  

The health of the spacecraft
is being continuously moni-
tored from the Mission
Operations Complex (MOX) at
ISRO Telemetry, Tracking and
Command Network (ISTRAC)
in Bengaluru with support
from Indian Deep Space

Network (IDSN) antennas at
Bylalu, near Bengaluru, the
space agency has said.  

The orbiter carries eight
scientific payloads for mapping
the lunar surface and study the
exosphere (outer atmosphere)
of the Moon while the lander
carries three scientific pay-
loads to conduct surface and
subsurface science experi-
ments.

PTI

Lucknow: The Opposition par-
ties have mounted a blistering
attack on Uttar Pradesh’s Yogi
Adityanath Government over
the 12 to 15 per cent increase
in power rates.

Samajwadi Party (SP)
President Akhilesh Yadav
tweeted: “On one hand, the
reduction in income and
demand is pushing down the
production capacity of the
country, while on the other,
power tariff has been raised in
the State.”

Yadav said the people,
including businessmen, were
fed up of the Government.
“The possibilities of invest-
ment in UP are lean as banks
are not ready to give out loans.
The power hike will further
push away investors,” he said.

BSP President Mayawati
also opposed the move saying
that it would cause more trou-
ble to “hard working people”.

“The decision to raise the
power tariff by the State
Government is purely anti-
people. This will cause more
trouble to crores of hard work-
ing people of the State. The
Government should review its
decision,” she said.

Congress General
Secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra said the BJP was target-
ing the common man with its
policies. “First the government

increased the prices of petrol
and diesel and now power
rates have been increased. The
government has emptied the
state exchequer and is now
cracking the whip on the peo-
ple,” she said in a tweet.

UP power minister
Shrikant Sharma, however,
defended the move. Sharma
explained the reason for the
decision taken by the Uttar
Pradesh State Electricity
Regulatory Commission
(UPSERC) in a statement say-
ing: “The Government had
looked into the problems of the
consumers and made mini-
mum hike in the lower tariff.”

The statement said the
rebate on pre-paid electricity
meters had been raised from
1.25 to 2 per cent, while the
regularity surcharge of 4.28
per cent had been removed.

The Minister held big con-
sumers of power like Indian
Railways responsible for buy-
ing electricity directly from
generation companies, instead
of Uttar Pradesh Power
Corporation Limited (UPPCL),
by taking advantage of the
open access regime under the
Indian Electricity Act 2003. He
also cited increase in rail tariff
for coal transportation among
the factors responsible for the
power tariff revision.

IANS

Shahjahanpur (UP): Former
Union minister and BJP leader
Swami Chinmayanand on
Wednesday expressed full faith
in the judiciary, a day after the
UP Government constituted a
Special Investigation Team to
probe charges levelled by a
Shahjahanpur woman 
against him.

Appearing before the media
for the first time after an FIR was
lodged against him by a female
law student here, he said, “The
matter is in the Supreme Court.
An SIT has been constituted.” 

“I have full faith in the judi-
ciary and I will say whatever I
have to say before the SIT,” he

said. At the Press conference,
Chinmayanand also asked elec-
tronic media reporters to
switch off their cameras

“I will not talk to the elec-
tronic media. What will you
do?,” he said.  The UP Police
had visited Haridwar to trace
the BJP leader after he was
booked by the Shahjahanpur
police when the student went
missing following her allega-
tion in a video clip that he had
been harassing her.

Acting on the Supreme
Court’s order, the Uttar Pradesh
Government on Tuesday con-
stituted the SIT.  The SIT to be
headed by an IG-rank police
officer will look into the two
cross FIRs filed in the high-
profile case.

Instructions have been
issued to Divisional

Commissioner (Bareilly) and
Vice-Chancellor of Mahatma
Jyotibha Phule Ruhelkhand
University, Bareilly, to admit
the law student and her broth-
er at Mahatma Jyotibha Phule
Ruhelkhand University, Bareilly
or any affiliated college.

Directions have also been
issued to the Superintendent of
Police, Shahjahanpur to pro-
vide adequate security to the law
student, her parents and other
members of her family, it said.

The law student had gone
missing after levelling allega-
tions against Chinmayanand in
a video and was later found in
Rajasthan by UP police.

The apex court judges said
the woman had raised certain
grievances against the institu-
tion where she studied and her
mother and father had some

apprehensions about the safe-
ty of their children.

The top court said the Delhi
Police will accompany her par-
ents to their residence in
Shahjahanpur and the woman
will continue her stay in the
national capital till September 12.

The Shahjahanpur police
had on August 27 lodged an
FIR against Chinmayanand
after the student went missing
following her allegation in a
video clip that he had been
harassing her. She also spoke
about threat to her and her
family’s life in the video clip.

Her father had filed a com-
plaint with police accusing
Chinmayanand of sexually
harassing her, a charge refuted
by the BJP leader’s lawyer who
claimed it was a “conspiracy” to
blackmail him. PTI 

Hyderabad: A slew of sops to
fulfill his poll promises, some
controversial moves like reserv-
ing 75 per cent jobs for locals in
industries, and lack of clarity on
the fate of the state capital
Amaravati, have marked Andhra
Pradesh CM YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy’s first 100 days in office.

Unfazed by the precarious
financial position of the State,
Reddy has gone on a freebie
announcement spree, but a few
decisions of his have also sparked
apprehension among the indus-
try and trade circles.

Jagan Reddy, who led the
YSR Congress Party (YSRCP) to
a massive victory in the state to

end the five-year rule of the TDP,
has also faced allegations of
doing vendetta politics by tar-
geting his predecessor N
Chandrababu Naidu.

Alleging corruption in
awarding contracts for various
projects by the previous
Government, Reddy decided to
review all these projects soon
after taking over. It was
announced that wherever irreg-
ularities were found, the gov-
ernment would go for reverse-
tendering, allow wider partici-
pation of bidders, ensure trans-
parency and save public money.

The first contract to be ter-
minated was the one awarded to

Navayuga Engineering
Company Ltd (NECL) which
had bagged the �3,000 crore
Polavaram project.

Besides Polavaram, the con-
struction of the state capital
Amaravati too has come to a halt.
The World Bank and the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank
(AIIM) have pulled out of the
$300 million state capital project.

Reddy’s allegations of a land
scandal in Amaravati during
the TDP regime, as well as var-
ious statements by Ministers
and YSRCP leaders, have trig-
gered speculation that the gov-
ernment may not continue with
Amaravati as the capital. The

uncertainty has hit the real estate
sector and stoked fears among
the farmers who have surren-
dered 33,000 acres of land for
building the new capital.

Past Power Purchase
Agreements (PPAs) have also
come under the scrutiny of the
new Chief Minister. The agree-
ments were signed with renew-
able energy producers during the
TDP Government. Jagan Reddy
argues that the PPAs to buy
power at a high rate will cause
�2,766 crore loss to the state
exchequer every year. The
Centre, however, has cautioned
the State Government that if con-
tracts are not honoured, it could

affect the flow of investments.
In another major move, the

State Government has
announced the setting up of a
judicial commission to review all
projects of �100 crore and above,
to check corruption and bring
transparency in the tendering
process and awarding of con-
tracts. The Government has also
shut down Anna canteens, under
which the poor and the middle
classes were getting a meal for
only �5.

During his first 100 days of
governance, Jagan Reddy has
taken steps to implement one of
his major poll promises of
imposing prohibition in a phased

manner.
In the first phase, he ordered

a crackdown on the illegal liquor
outlets and the Government
claims that liquor consumption
has come down during the last
two months. The second step
saw the Government taking over
the liquor business from private
traders.

The major schemes
announced by the Government
include “Amma Vodi” under
which every mother will be paid
�15,000 annually for sending
their children to schools and
junior colleges, both
Government-run and private. 

IANS

Baghpat (UP): A class 3 stu-
dent was allegedly raped by
three brothers, all minors, at a
primary school in a village
here, police said on Wednesday.

The girl was raped by a 13-
year-old student and his two
brothers aged 10 and 11 respec-
tively in the bathroom of the pri-
mary school on August 16. All
the three are students of the same
school and study in class 5, 7 and
8 respectively.

Police have detained the
three, who will be produced in
a juvenile court  on Wednesday,
police said. The matter came to
light on Monday when the vic-
tim’s family met SP, Pratap
Gopendra Yadav, alleging the
police was not registering the
case and forcing for a compro-
mise with the opposite party. PTI
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The Indian Medical
Association on Wednesday

threatened to launch a coun-
trywide indefinite cease work
by doctors if the Centre imme-
diately failed to enact a law to
check violence against health
professionals, IMA president
Dr Santanu Sen said.

The IMA also demanded
Assam Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal to come
out with a statement within 24
hours on the deadly assault of
a doctor at a tea garden, who
had succumbed to his injuries
at a hospital, after being assault-
ed by relatives of a tea garden
worker.

The IMA president was
speaking to reporters here after
visiting the family of the doc-
tor, Dr Deben Dutta, here on
Wednesday. He was also
accompanied by some IMA
members.

“Doctors continue to be
attacked...Enough is enough.
We have reached the end point,
we are not going to let this go.
If a Central Act is not enacted
and the Chief Minister’s state-
ment does not come within 24
hours, then the Government
and the entire country have to
remain prepared for the con-
sequences”, he said.

The IMA chief said that the
association has written to the
Prime Minister, the Home
Minister, the health Minister
and the Chief Minister under-
lining the urgent need to enact
a Central law to check violence
against health professionals.

“In Parliament, I had raised
the demand for a Central act.
If the government does not take
any positive step, then doctors
of the entire country will go for
an indefinite cease work and
the Central Government will
have to remain prepared for the
consequences”, the IMA chief
said.

Mentioning that the state
government, the Chief Minister
or the Health Minister had not
issued any statement after the
incident, Sen said, “If the chief
minister does not come out
with a statement, all the doctors
in Assam will go for cease work
indefinitely, including emer-
gency service.”

The 24-hour strike by the
medical fraternity in Assam on
Tuesday was “very successful”,
he said.

Emergency services, how-
ever, were kept out of the
purview of Tuesday’s stir.

The IMA chief said, anoth-
er demand of the IMA was that
the culprits must not be
released on bail.

“As seen on many occa-

sions, such people are released
on bail after the situation calms
down. None can be released
and they be given the severest
punishmen,” he said.

Jorhat Deputy
Commissioner Roshni
Aparanji Korati had ordered a
magisterial inquiry by
Additional Deputy
Commissioner Subhan Gowala
into the incident and had asked
the ADC to submit his report
within seven days.

Pointing out that doctors
would not be willing to work in
tea estates if they were not
given adequate protection, he
said, “If no doctor serves in tea
garden areas, then the govern-
ment has to think what has to
be done for the tea garden
labourers.”

Doctors in Assam have
been demanding safety of
health professionals and prop-
er implementation of the
Assam Medicare Service
Persons and Medicare Service
Institutions (Protection of
Violence and Damage to
Property) Act in the State. (�����������
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Heavy rain wreaked havoc
in the metropolis and its

suburbs for the fourth time
during the current monsoon,
inundating the low-lying areas,
disrupting rail and road traffic
and crippling normal life on
Wednesday.

With no let up in the
overnight’s rains, Mumbaikars
woke up to a wet morning.
Incessant rains threw the sub-
urban network of Central and
Western Railways — consid-
ered lifeline of Mumbai — out
of gear, stranding thousands of
commuters en route to their
work stations and forcing lakhs
of others stay indoors.

During the past 36 hours,
several parts of Mumbai
Metropolitan Region (MMR) -
- comprising Mumbai and
parts of neighbouring Thane,
Palghar and Raigad districts –

recorded an average 250 to 300
mm rainfall. Mumbai’s satellite
townships of Nalasophara,
Virar and Vasai recorded over
500 mm rainfall during the last
36 hours.

The unabated heavy down-
pour since Tuesday revived
the unpleasant memories of
four such prolonged wet spells
that Mumbai and neighbouring
districts of Thane, Palghar and
Raigad had earlier witnessed on
three occasions during the cur-
rent monsoon on June 24-25,
July 27-28 and August 3-4.    

The Indian Meteorological
Department, Mumbai, has
sounded “red alert” for the next
24 hours and forecast “contin-
uous rain or showers with a
possibility of extremely heavy
falls at isolated places in the city
and suburbs”. “Rainfall warn-
ings for Mumbai and the
neighbouring Thane, Palghar
and Raigad  districts are ‘red’

coded. Isolated extremely
heavy rainfall, more than 20 cm
is expected in these areas in
next 24 hours,” KS Hosalikar,
the deputy director general of
meteorology, IMD, said.

As a precautionary mea-
sure on Wednesday, the
Maharashtra government

declared a holiday for all pub-
lic and private schools in these
districts and exhorted the peo-
ple not to venture out of their
homes unless it is very essen-
tial and exercise other safety
measures.

Mumbai’s two rivers of
Mumbai - Mithi and Dahisar –

were overflowing, thus expos-
ing the lives of thousands of
people living on the banks of
them, to risk.

The NDRF, Indian Navy
and Mumbai Police personnel
rescued nearly 1,500 people
stranded in the flood waters of
the Mithi River which over-
flowed and entered their homes
in Krantinagar and Bail Bazar
areas of Kurla in north-central
Mumbai.

The suburban train ser-
vices bore the maximum
brunt, with the locals remain-
ing out of bounds for com-
muters all through the day.
With train services having
been suspended following
inundation of tracks at some
places, there were huge crowds
of commuters stranded at
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
Terminus (CSMT),
Churchgate, Thane, Bandra,
Andheri and Borivli stations.
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The bypoll scheduled for
September 23 from the Pala

Assembly constituency in Kerala
took a curious turn on
Wednesday as an independent
candidate nominated by PJ
Joseph, working chairman,
Kerala Congress, filed his nom-

ination which literally shocked
the Congress-led United
Democratic Front.

The UDF, has already nom-
inated Jose Tom Pulikkunnel as
the front’s candidate to contest
the bypoll necessitated by the
demise of KM Mani, chairman
of the Kerala Congress who has
been representing the seat since
1965.  Pulikkunnel is a close con-

fidante of the family of K M
Mani and the Congress led UDF
had no issues in accepting his
candidature. The CPI-M led
Left Democratic Front  had
nominated Mani C Kappen, a
leader of the Nationalist
Congress Party as its candidate.

But the decision of PJ
Joseph, who unsuccessfully tried
to become the chairman of the
party following the death of
Mani has upset the hopes of the
UDF which had established a
lead of more than 33,000 votes
in the Pala Assembly con-
stituency in the April 2019 Lok
Sabha election. The UDF had
swept the LS election from the
State by winning 19 seats at
stake.

By Wednesday, Joseph
Kandathil, a farmers’ leader who
is a trusted loyalist of P J Joseph

took all by surprise by filing his
nomination as an independent
candidate. “There are reasons
behind my entering the electoral
scene. I will disclose the same at
the right time. If P J Joseph asks
me to withdraw from the contest,
I will do so immediately,”
Kandathil said after filing the
nomination.

There were some issues
regarding the allocation of Two
Leaves, the Kerala Congress
symbol to the official party can-
didate Jose Tom Pulikkunnel.
The Two Leaves symbol could be
allocated to Pulikkunnel only if
P J Joseph agrees for the same.
But the working chairman is
sulking over the decision  of the
Mani family to unilaterally
announce the name of
Pulikkunnel without consult-
ing  the former.

The general belief was that
the UDF would romp home with
a big majority in the bypoll
because of the sympathy wave for
the family of late KM Mani.
Though there was a move by Jose
K Mani, son of late Mani to field
a family member (Nisha, wife of
Jose K Mani) as candidate, it has
to be called off because of stiff
resistance by former Chief
Minister Oommen Chandi and
other leaders of the constituent
units. The UDF , which was on
a roll after the Lok Sabha elec-
tion, may find the going tough
because of the unexpected devel-
opment in the Kerala Congress
faction war between Jose K
Mani and P J Joseph. Since the
election is still fortnight away,
efforts are on to make the inde-
pendent candidate withdraw his
nomination.
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Senior Bengal Congress
leader and All India

Congress Committee member
Om Prakash Mishra on
Wednesday joined the
Trinamool Congress follow-
ing differences with the party
over its future system of
alliances.

Mishra, a veteran Congress
man, who used to profess a
strong pro-Left line inside the
Congress on Wednesday met
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and offered to join the
TMC. 

About the reasons of his
quitting the Congress the
senior professor in the Jadavpur
University said “I have joined
the TMC as I feel that only this
party under the leadership of
Mamata Banerjee can fight the
BJP and the RSS in West
Bengal,” Mishra said.

He had resigned as the
Congress State vice president
following the party’s dismal
performance in the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls. The Congress’
tally came down to two from
four it had in the 2014 Lok
Sabha polls.

Meanwhile, in an unusual
development Congress and the
Left parties have decided to
rally behind die-hard enemy
Trinamool Congress against
bringing National Register for
Citizens to Bengal.

Both Congress and the
Left have decided to back the
TMC in raising the NRC issue
a senior Trinamool leader and
Minister said.

Incidentally the TMC ear-
lier backed a resolution on the
issue brought by CPI(M)
Legislature Party Leader Sujan
Chakrabarty inthe State
Assembly. Senior TMC leader
and Minister Sobhandeb
Chattopadhyay backed
Chakrabarty when he brought
the issue againstBJP’s propos-
al to bring NRC in Bengal.
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Exposing direct involvement
of Pakistan Army behind

pushing armed infiltrators and
fuelling ‘unrest’ in Kashmir
Valley, Indian Army on
Wednesday claimed they have
apprehended two Pakistani
nationals, affiliated with pro-
scribed terror outfit, Lashkar-
e Tayyebba (LeT), while they
were attempting to sneak inside
the Indian territory.  

The terrorists, were cap-
tured in Gulmarg sector near
the LoC on August 21. Both the
terrorists were pushed inside
the Indian territory with an aim
of carry out ‘daring’ attacks in
the Valley.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence in Srinagar, Chinar Corps
Commander Lieutenant
General KJS Dhillon on
Wednesday said , “Pakistan is
desperate to push in as many
terrorists into the Kashmir
Valley as possible, especially
after August 5”.

Flanked by ADG, Law and
Order Muneer  Khan, Lt-Gen
Dhillon told reporters,
“Recently we have apprehend-
ed two Lashkar-e-Taiba ter-
rorists alive during one such
foiled attempt on August 21”.

Commenting on the pre-
vailing security situation, Lt-
Gen Dhillon said, “the launch
pads along the Line of Control
(LoC) in Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir were active and full of

terrorists who were being facil-
itated by the Pakistan Army to
infiltrate into the State”.

He said Pakistan Army is
desperately trying to disturb
peace and harmony in the
Valley after the Centre abro-
gated provisions of Article 370.

During the Press briefing
in Srinagar, Lt-Gen KJS Dhillon
also exhibited clips of confes-
sional videos where both the
terrorists were heard narrating
how they were imparted train-
ing by the Pakistan Army and
then supported from a forward
post to sneak inside the Indian
territory.

The two terrorists identi-
fied themselves as Mohammad
Khalil and Mohammad Nazim,
hailing from Rawalpindi area of
Pakistan.

The duo admitted that they
were being trained by Lashkar
and Pakistan Army personnel,
and named several of their
accomplices. In the brief video
clip, Mohammad Nazim could

be seen drinking tea while the
video was being recorded.

“Chai acchi hai (the tea is
good),” the LeT terrorists
responded when asked.

Responding to a question
on ongoing operations in the
Kashmir valley. Lt-Gen Dhillon
said the counter-insurgency
operations in the hinterland of
the Valley were also going on
and restrictions on communi-
cation had not come in the way.

“We have killed terrorists
and apprehended several of
them during the past one month.
The operations in the hinterland
have not been affected”.

He said five to seven
Pakistani terrorists and regulars
were killed near the LoC last
month and the Director
General of Military Operations
(DGMO) of the Indian Army
had conveyed the same to his
Pakistani counterpart.

“The DGMO has informed
Pakistan DGMO that we have
two Pakistani citizens in our

custody,” he said.
Lt Gen Dhillon said while

there were no ceasefire viola-
tions along the LoC from
March 12 to July 30, Pakistan
resorted to unprovoked firing
along the LoC there onwards
for several days, targeting civil-
ian habitations.

“These ceasefire violations
were effectively responded to,”
he said, adding that there have
been three to four ceasefire vio-

lations along the LoC in Gurez
sector after August 5.

Additional Director
General of Police Law and
Order Muneer Khan, said the
infiltration at the LoC was
being effectively dealt with by
the Army while the security
forces were ensuring peace in
the hinterland.

“Our primary objective
was to ensure there are no civil-
ian casualties during any law

and order problems. So far,
touchwood, we have had no
civilian casualty while dealing
with law and order situations,”
he added. Khan said clear
instructions have been given to
security forces to ensure zero
civilian casualties.

He also said the situation in
the Valley had improved signif-
icantly over the past one month
and hoped that things will nor-
malise in the coming days.
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Srinagar: A Kashmiri teen
who was injured in clashes with
security forces last month died
at a Srinagar hospital in the
early hours of Wednesday,
prompting Jammu & Kashmir
authorities to reimpose daytime
restrictions in majority of the
city, officials said.

Asrar Ahmed Khan, who
was injured in police action in
Soura at the outskirts of the
city, was around 18 years of age
and is alleged to be part of a
mob staging a protest on
August 6, a day after the State’s
special status was abrogated by
the Centre.

Khan had since been
admitted to Sher-e-Kashmir
Institute of Medical Sciences at

Soura. After battling for his life
for nearly month, he suc-
cumbed to injuries in the early
hours of Wednesday, the offi-
cials said.

The nature of injury was
yet to be known as police had
denied that bullets were fired to
disperse the mob.

“He did not have any bul-
let injuries,” a senior police offi-
cial said.

According to the officials,
he was injured with a blunt
object that day when an unruly
crowd was indulging in heavy
stone pelting.

The crowd had alleged that
he was hit by a tear gas shell but
evidence suggested that the
injury could be possibly by a

stone.
Additional Director

General of Police Munir Khan,
who was at a press conference
during which the Army had
released a video of two
Pakistani terrorists, said the
matter was being investigated.

“The youth was recovering
well but somehow his condi-
tion deteriorated and he passed
away during the night,” Khan
told reporters.

Khan, who belonged to a
poor family, has been buried as
the authorities imposed strict
restrictions in the area and
other parts of downtown city
and Civil Lines area as a pre-
cautionary measure. 

PTI
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Kolkata: With rising pollu-
tion levels and water scarcity
emerging as fundamental chal-
lenges to policy-makers across
the planet, Durga puja com-
mittees in Kolkata have come
up with green themes for their
marquees to raise awareness on
environment conservation.

At Khidderpore 25 Palli, on
the western fringes of the city,
around 5 lakh plastic bottles are
being used to embellish the
pandal and generate awareness
on global warming, artist
Sanatan Dinda, who has con-
ceived the theme, said.

Dinda, who has bagged
several awards over the years
for his marquee concepts, said,
“Apart from plastic bottles,
parts of air conditioners, fan
coils and radiators have been
used to create a tunnel leading
to the pandal. Our objective is
to drive home the message that
one should be careful about
dumping electronic waste.”

For Ahiritola Sarbojonin
Durgotsab, one of the popular
puja pandals in the city, the
committee members have
decided to adopt ‘water scarci-
ty’ as its theme.

“We are re-creating a 1000-
year-old stepwell of Gujarat,
which, at one point of time,
used to be a source of water for
many villages,” Tanmoy, one of
the puja committee members,
said.

Similarly, at Santoshpur
Lake Palli, another crowd-

puller, a snow-capped hill,
about 10 feet in height, will
adorn the marquee’s entrance.

Somnath Das, the general
secretary of the puja commit-
tee, said it was important to
sensitise people to the issue of
global warming.

“We will use a special
preservation technique to pre-
vent the ice from melting on
the replica hill. I hope our
efforts pay off and the visitors
get to learn a thing or two
about the perils of rising glob-
al temperatures. It’s important
to act before it gets too late,” he
added. PTI
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This year, on Teachers’ Day, every-
one would be talking about the
Draft National Education Policy
(NEP), which is awaiting final-
isation. People would also recall

the great Indian tradition of knowledge
quest, its focus on the welfare of one and
all and the unparalleled respect and honor
that was always bestowed on the guru, who
leads from ignorance to knowledge, from
known to unknown. In Indian scriptures,
the teacher has been accorded the highest
place; the guru is to be given the primacy
even before “Govind.” The teacher trans-
forms a layperson into a personality.
He/she leads human beings from “human-
ity” to “divinity.” What more could be said
about how his/her role has been widely
acknowledged all along.

Teachers’ Day is the occasion not only
to recall the past but also to analyse the pre-
sent-day position and then think on how
the “glorious tradition of past” could
indeed be reinterpreted in a modern-day
context and envisioned on futuristic aspi-
ration. While post-independence achieve-
ments in educational access, participation
and attainments have been significant, there
is no dearth of challenges and issues that
need to be met and resolved. As the nation
pays tribute to Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan
today, one also needs to recall his oft-quot-
ed words: “Education is a universal right
and not a class privilege.” Our achievements
in education deserve to be judged on this
parameter. 

No system of education, particularly of
school education, can flourish without the
active and adequate presence of fully-
equipped, professionally competent, moti-
vated and inspired teachers, who are indi-
vidually convinced that they are preparing
not only the future generations but also the
future of the country. While analysing the
issues in the context of teachers in the draft
NEP, the K Kasturirangan Committee in
its chapter on teachers lays down the objec-
tive: “Ensure that all students at all levels
are taught by passionate, motivated, high-
ly qualified, professionally trained and well-
equipped teachers.” There could be many
instances in the life of all those who were
lucky to get education on how some of the
teachers “expand their universe of affection
and love” far beyond the official realm of
duties and responsibilities laid down for
them in the official documents. 

These repose faith in the better future
of India. Practically every teacher in a
multi-religious class knows how important
it is to let every child know how precious
he/she is to him/her. Only the teacher can,
particularly in the initial stages, sow the
seeds of the beauty that emerges out of
“unity in diversity.” Schools must become
centres of social cohesion, religious amity
and value nurturance. It is not a new expec-
tation; it is part of the teaching-learning tra-
dition all over the country. Unfortunately,

it is gradually getting diluted in
times of glare and glitz of
materialistic pursuit that has
relegated certain sublime
aspects of education to the
background.  

Everyone acknowledges
he/she owes it to the teachers.
We all owe it to our teachers.
None else could play a role
higher than the teacher in
shaping an individual’s life.
On Teachers Day, it is also cus-
tomary to recall one’s own
teachers, those who shaped
the future, inculcated and nur-
tured values and showed the
path ahead. These days, every-
one in India is talking about
Jammu & Kashmir. 

I often recall one instance
narrated to me by a very senior
educationist. In a Srinagar
school, around 1947-48, young
Som Nath Saraf came to school
after about being absent for two
weeks. “Where were you, Som”,
asked Maulavi Sahib. The fee-
ble response from the young
child was: “My mother expired”.
This made Maulavi Sahib leave
his seat, walk towards dis-
traught Som with stretched
hands and lift him in an affec-
tionate embrace. With moist
eyes and in a soft motherly tone,
Maulavi Sahib said: “Now
onwards, I am your mother.”
What he said became a mantra

for Som throughout his life. It
transformed the life of SN
Saraf, who rose to great heights
in education, retired as the
Chief of Education in the
Planning Commission, a much-
respected Vice Chancellor and
made a significant contribution
in “values in education”. 

In times of growing stress
among students, this one act of
Maulavi Sahib reflects almost
all the qualities that one could
expect from a guru. It was the
continuity of this great tradi-
tion that maintained an empa-
thetic and intense personal
relationship between the
teacher and the taught. There
is no dearth of such motivating
and inspiring instances that
have been documented from
scriptures and other historical
texts. Acharya Chanakya picks
up a boy simply after observ-
ing his talents, cares little about
his background and transforms
him into a mighty Emperor
Chandragupta. 

Yes, teachers can trans-
form innocent individuals into
great performers and achiev-
ers. The arena of sports and
games presents inspiring
examples of coaches, exactly
on the line of narratives from
achievers in fields of higher
learning, dedicating their
achievements to their teachers.

The ustaads of musical gha-
ranas also represent a tradition
akin to the environment that
existed in the Gurukula: Total
devotion to learning and
development of personality in
all of its humane aspects.

The dictum, “No people
can rise above the level of
their teachers” shall remain
valid, rather eternally. Further,
the thought — Yavadjeevait
Adhiyate Viprah — the wise
continue to learn till the end of
life was never more valid and
relevant as of today and tomor-
row. There shall be no place for
those “teachers” who are not
attuned to new knowledge and
skill that is raining incessantly
from all sides. 

Teachers of tomorrow shall
derive respect from their stu-
dents only if they remain con-
scious of the fact that their ini-
tial education, training and
skill acquisition shall not help
them lifelong. As they say,
only a lighted lamp can ignite
others. Future teachers will
have to be conscious of the
changes in subject content on
the one hand and the pedagogy
on the other. In higher educa-
tion, awareness of new
advances, researches and inno-
vations will have to become
part of the curriculum after due
scrutiny and examination of

their relevance.
One practice that needs to

become more frequent in edu-
cation is the opportunity of new
and young teacher interacting
intensively with the more expe-
rienced and enlightened.
Training institutions must
include this in their activities for
the benefit of both pre-service
and in-service education.
Radhakrishnan said the aim of
education is to prepare would-
be teachers “to apprehend the
eternal values, to appreciate
the supreme human virtues
and the simple decencies 
of life.” 

In the contemporary con-
text, he expresses in strikingly
touching terms on what should
be happening in education:
“We must develop the freshness
of feeling for nature, the sensi-
tiveness of soul to human need.
We must foster the freedom of
the mind, the humanity of the
heart, the integrity of the indi-
vidual. Even from the nurseries,
we must train human beings by
unconscious influence and
conscious effort to love truth,
beauty and goodness.” And to
achieve this, we need to trust
our teachers as has been the
Indian tradition.

(The writer is the Indian
Representative on the Executive
Board of UNESCO)
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Sir — This refers to the report,
“Market cold to reforms, banks
merger” (September 4). The
decline in growth is at a six-year
low at five per cent. The erosion
in the economy is wide ranging
— banks, business, exports and
job creation. The impact on every
major investment, private and
public, is inexorable.
Unemployment rate is the high-
est in six years and investment
and manufacturing indices have
steadily dipped. 

The Government is strug-
gling to manage the economy
amid global uncertainty, be it in
trade, politics or monetary 
sectors. Its big-ticket political
interventions in sensitive border
States left the Cabinet with little
time for addressing a highly
strained economy. 

The bank mergers will impose
additional strain on effective
monetary transmission. Even the
best bureaucratic set-up would be
hard put to cope without constant
inter-ministerial coordination.
But the Government keeps piling
up issues in quick succession.

R Narayanan
Mumbai
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Sir — The tradition of celebrating
teacher’s day started in 1962 in
honour of Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, whose anniversary
falls on the same day. This day is
dedicated to all our teachers, men-
tors and gurus, who guide us to be
learned students and better human
beings. This is also an occasion for

teachers to be proud of their pro-
fession and to think of ways to
make it nobler. Radhakrishnan was
a philosopher, scholar, an exem-
plary teacher and a politician,
who dedicated his life towards edu-
cation and shaping the youth of the
country. For him, the issues of edu-
cation and nationalism were inter-
twined. He was of the firm belief
that a good and complete educa-
tion is essential not only for the

development of an individual but
can also lead to the creation of
Indian solidarity and clarity of
national vision. He was awarded
the Bharat Ratna, the highest civil-
ian honour in the country in 1954
and was nominated 27 times for
the Nobel Prize; 16 times for the
Nobel Prize in literature, and 11
times for the Nobel Peace Prize.

Jubel D’Cruz
Mumbai
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Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “BJP self-goal over NRC”
(September 3). It is true that delay
in the implementation of the
Assam Accord, 1985, is respon-
sible for the exclusion of lakhs of
people in the final National
Register of Citizens (NRC) list.
Had the Accord been imple-
mented in letter and spirit when
it was signed, the process of
updating of NRC would have
been infallible as there was ade-
quate time to select genuine cit-
izens from the illegal immigrants
from Bangladesh. 

Ever since the NRC list has
been out, there have been
rumours that some real citizens
have been excluded while other
illegal immigrants have been
included. The country cannot
afford to deny even a single gen-
uine citizen the right to live
freely in the country. Hopes are
now pinned on the foreigners tri-
bunals who will have a tough job
as generations have blended.

Nimai Charan Swain
Bhubaneswar
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On the face of it, the Reserve Bank of
India’s (RBI) decision to transfer a
whopping surplus of �176,000 crore

to the Government of India (GOI) for its
accounting year July 2018-June 2019 gives
the impression that the latter has got a
bonanza. 

While, some argue that the Centre has
“stolen” a humungous amount from India’s
apex bank, which manages the currency and
payment systems as also the borrowings of
the Centre and States, others aver that this
is easy money which the Centre will use for
bridging its fiscal deficit. The reactions are
exaggerated.

Out of �176,000 crore, the Union
Government had already received � 28,000
crore as interim dividend (announced by the
RBI is February, 2019) which was account-
ed for in its financial year (FY) April 2018-
March 2019. Minus this, the amount it will
receive during the current FY is �148,000
crore. Further, in the Union Budget for
2019-20, the Finance Minister had account-
ed for �90,000 crore as receipt from the apex
bank while projecting its total receipt and
expenditure and the resulting fiscal deficit
for the year. So, the net accretion, or
bonanza as many prefer to call, is just about
�58,000 crore.

This amount does not even fully cover
the �70,000 crore that Nirmala Sitharaman
has promised to give upfront during the cur-
rent FY as yet another dose of recapitalisa-
tion to Public Sector Banks (PSBs) to
enable them to resume lending on the
intended scale and help revive the sagging
economy. Significantly, the promised
�70,000 crore recapitalisation fund is on top
of the �250,000 crore already given in the
last four years to PSBs under project
Indradhanush, to shore up their capital. 

So forget about any help in making up
for the massive shortfall in tax revenue (con-
sidering that growth during 2018-19 was a
mere six per cent and the current FY may
end with a deficit of �100,000 crore plus)
or clearing deferred payments on major sub-
sidies on food, fertilisers and fuel (about
�140,000 crore) as is being speculated in
some quarters. 

Look at things from the RBI’s perspec-
tive. The transfer of �176,000 crore is in two
parts. First, �123,000 crore is the surplus
generated from its operations which saw a
huge increase during 2018-19 and is being
transferred in totality. (Typically, the RBI’s
income comes from the returns it earns on
its Foreign Currency Assets (FCAs) in the
form of bonds and Treasury Bills of other
central banks as also earnings from hold-
ing of domestic bonds and securities.) 

This transfer is in sync with the policy
followed during the last five years when the
RBI transferred 100 per cent of the 
surplus to the Centre and the transfers dur-
ing 2015-16, 2016-17, 2017-18, were �65,900
crore, �40,600 crore and �58,000 crore,
respectively. 

In 2016-17, the amount dipped due to
steep increase in cost of printing notes cour-

tesy the November 2016 demonetisation and
some provision for transfer to contingency
reserve, a risk buffer to tackle contingen-
cies. 

The second part, about �53,000 crore,
is the excess of the realised equity capital,
which is the difference between the current
6.8 per cent of the assets and minimum
Contingency Reserves needed to be kept as
risk buffer. This threshold is fixed at 5.5 per
cent being the lower end of the 5.5-6.5 per
cent range recommended by the Dr Bimal
Jalan Committee on Economic Capital
Framework (ECF). 

The committee was set up by the RBI
late last year in the wake of a raging con-
troversy over the quantum of surplus trans-
fer with the mandarins in the Finance
Ministry gunning for a major slice of its
reserves citing global benchmark (accord-
ing to former Chief Economic Adviser,
Arvind Subramanian, the quantum identi-
fied as excess and hence transferable to the
Centre could be a high of about �300,000
crore) and the then RBI Governor Urjit Patel
refusing to yield. This was a major factor
leading to the resignation of Patel.  

Clearly, the transfer is not something
which RBI was bulldozed into giving as
alleged in some quarters. It is based on the
recommendations of the Jalan Committee
which considered all relevant factors —
including potential threats from financial
shocks, the need to ensure financial stabil-
ity and provide confidence to the markets
— before arriving at the threshold of 5.5-
6.5 per cent. Some critics have objected to

using 5.5 per cent instead of the upper end
6.5 per cent (if, the RBI had used 6.5 per
cent, the transferable amount would have
been lower by about �42,000 crore, which
corresponds to extra one per cent of the
assets having to go to the Contingency
Reserve). 

This criticism does not hold water as the
calculation in no way violates the commit-
tee’s prescribed range and the RBI is well
within its right to pick up any figure as long
as it falls within it. Even so, a �53,000 crore
surplus, computed at 5.5 per cent being
transferred from out of existing reserves is
one-sixth of the amount which the Finance
Ministry was looking for. More important-
ly, the RBI now has an institutionalised
mechanism to prevent the Centre from
grabbing as much as it wishes. For 2019-20,
even if the threshold is retained at 5.5 per
cent, an increase in balance sheet size by
itself will force the bank to set aside some
funds from the surplus generated during the
year to comply with the Contingency
Reserve requirement. 

In case, the RBI board decides to go for
provisioning at 6.5 per cent, then it might
as well use a bigger slice or the whole of the
surplus for Contingency Reserve compli-
ance, leaving very little or nothing for trans-
fer to the Centre.

The ECF will remain in force for five
years (any prior review could be done only
under extreme circumstances say, global tur-
bulence or domestic financial crisis) which
imparts a degree of stability to the mecha-
nism. Besides, other recommendations of

the committee, like doing away with the
practice of interim dividend and changing
the accounting year of the RBI to make it
synchronous with that of the Centre, will
also help in bringing better control and dis-
cipline in the financial transactions between
the two.       

To sum up, the protracted tussle
between the RBI and the Centre over the
surplus transfer by the former has ended up
clipping the latter’s wings. 

Not only has the Government’s hope of
garnering a big slice of the bank’s accumu-
lated reserves been dashed, for the future,
being bound to the ECF, the RBI will con-
tinue to keep a tight leash on surplus trans-
fer. That should end misconception, if any,
in the mind of mandarins in the Finance
Ministry that they could use the apex bank
as a milch cow to plug its ballooning fiscal
deficit. 

The message is loud and clear. Instead
of banking on easy options such as surplus
funds from its undertakings (often extract-
ed as special dividend, or divestment of
shares at huge premium), recourse to
Extra-Budgetary Resources or deferment of
payments etc, the Centre should concentrate
on making credible efforts to manage its fis-
cal health. It should carry out reforms in
critical sectors such as food, fertilisers, fuel
and electricity to improve efficiencies,
reduce cost and rein in diversion of funds.
It also needs to implement tax reforms to
plug leakages and boost collection.

(The writer is a New Delhi-based 
policy analyst)
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India has immense intellectual
capital. This has been proven
innumerable times given the

tremendous amount of research put
in by our brilliant scientists. The
global forum is replete with Indian
scholars and research scientists who
have always given their best and
ensured that the world is made
aware of interesting discoveries in
almost every arena. 

Not surprisingly, the world acad-
emia as well as intellectual stalwarts
have always respected and wel-
comed Indian minds at global
research platforms. The quality of
Indian exploration work has made
lives easier in more ways than we can
fathom. However, the environment

is still one area which remains
neglected and needs urgent attention
of scientists.

The environment, climate
change and deterioration of ecolog-
ical habitats are major areas of con-
cern for the global citizen. No mat-
ter what country you belong to and
where you reside, climate change is
touching your life in some way or the
other. For instance, every country
now has to bear the economic
impact unleashed by climate change
as agricultural incomes fall victim to
the vagaries of the weather.
Additionally, the rapid rise in
extreme weather events has played
spoilsport for businesses across the
world, causing millions of dollars
worth of damages. 

These developments once con-
sidered an aberration are now, rou-
tine. The collective efforts of global
powers are unable to slow climate
change or make much of a difference
to degradation of the environment.
This is where experimentation can
play a pivotal role.

The eminence of advance study
in environmental conservation was

also recognised at the opening day
of the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification (UNCCD)
14th Conference of Parties (COP 14)
on September 2, 2019. The UNCCD
agreed that research could hold the
key for global land restoration pro-
vided there’s a concerted effort and
collaboration among scientists, gov-
ernments and farming communities
of the world. This collaboration, if
ensured, can change the face of
humanity’s battle with climate
change.

The experts at UNCCD cited the
example of Africa, where adding
analysis to farmer-led initiatives
have contributed to adoptable inno-
vations in Ethiopia’s Amhara region.
According to a statement by
International Crops Research
Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics
(ICRISAT), these innovations aided
in the development of physical and
biological barriers, which controlled
extreme events upstream and run-
offs downstream. The structures
also opened new avenues for farm-
ing and restored degraded lands in
the region.

These innovations were put to
use on a trial basis at various levels
with assistance and collaboration
with local and nomadic communi-
ties. For the first time, these commu-
nities were producing food crops and
fodder. A long-standing problem was
not only managed but also taken
advantage of. 

In India, development and man-
agement of watersheds helped
reclaim degraded lands. The Parasai-
Sindh watershed in Uttar Pradesh
(UP) developed by ICRISAT and
partners from the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR),
reportedly helped increase area
under cultivation, crop and milk
yields and triple farm household
incomes in Jhansi.

Integrated watershed develop-
ment, involving agro-forestry also
helped to control erosion and enable
farmers to achieve food and econom-
ic security. It is important in the con-
text of increasing dependence of
Indian agriculture on groundwater.
For all these efforts and subjects,
analysis plays an important and
critical role. Additionally, in order to

achieve the UN-mandated
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG 15.3) of restoring degraded
land and soil by 2030, there is a need
for synergy between scientists, farm-
ing communities and their institu-
tions that are land users and man-
agers. Research can help restoration
initiatives to scale up globally but
only if farmers, their livelihoods and
communities are at the heart of such
initiatives. This is what India must
become an expert at. If India can
accomplish the art of collaboration,
it can become a global coordinator
of talent and expertise. This in turn
will help shed light on donor prior-
ity for land restoration, land manage-
ment strategies in the backdrop of
Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN)
framework, the role of policy and
governance in land regeneration
and role of nations in a region’s land
restoration agenda.

India is currently facing the
spectre of desertification and land
degradation that are major threats to
agricultural productivity. According
to the State of India’s Environment
2017 In Figures, a book by the

Centre for Science and Environment,
desertification plagues 90 per cent of
Indian States. 

Out of the total 328.72 million
hectares (MHA) of India’s geograph-
ical area, 96.4 MHA is threatened by
desertification. In the last 10 years,
26 of 29 Indian States have report-
ed an increase in the area undergo-
ing desertification. Around 40 to 70
per cent of the land has undergone
desertification in Rajasthan, Delhi,
Goa, Maharashtra, Jharkhand,
Nagaland, Tripura and Himachal
Pradesh.

With such high stakes, India can-
not afford to lose more to environ-
mental degradation and climate
change. This downward spiral must
be arrested with research. Given the
rich pool of excellent talent the
country has, India must set up a
global club of researchers, who can
help the global community bring
about the much-required difference
in the battle against climate change.
This in turn will also make India the
epicenter for environmental research.

(The writer is an environmental
journalist)
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The RBI on Wednesday
asked banks to link all

new floating-rate loans for
housing, personal and micro,
small and medium enterpris-
es (MSMEs) to specified exter-
nal benchmarks, including
repo, for faster transmission of
reduction in interest rate to
borrowers.

It has been observed that
due to various reasons, the
transmission of policy rate
changes to the lending rate of
banks under the current mar-
ginal cost of funds based lend-
ing rate (MCLR) framework

has not been satisfactory, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
said in a statement.

“The RBI therefore has
today issued a circular making
it mandatory for banks to link
all new floating rate personal or
retail loans and floating rate
loans to MSMEs to an external
benchmark effective October 1,
2019,” it said. 

The interest rate under
external benchmark shall be
reset at least once in three
months, it said.

About dozen banks have
already aligned their lending
rate with the repo rate of the
RBI.

	'��� ���)-/1(7/

Google agreed Wednesday
to pay USD 170 million to

settle charges that it illegally
collected and shared data from
children on its YouTube video
service, a deal critics said was
too soft on the internet giant.

The settlement with the
Federal Trade Commission
and the New York state
Attorney General is the largest
amount in a case involving the
Children’s Online Privacy
Protection Act, a 1998 federal
law, officials said.

Officials said YouTube vio-
lated the law that requires
child-directed websites and
online services to provide
notice of their information
practices and obtain parental
consent prior to collecting per-
sonal information from chil-
dren under 13.

The company marketed
itself as a destination for chil-
dren and benefitted by selling
advertising to toymakers and
others seeking to connect with
young audiences, according to
the FTC.

“YouTube touted its popu-
larity with children to prospec-
tive corporate clients,” said
FTC chairman Joe Simons.

“Yet when it came to com-
plying with COPPA, the com-

pany refused to acknowledge
that portions of its platform
were clearly directed to kids.
There’s no excuse for YouTube’s
violations of the law.” The set-
tlement also calls for YouTube
to change the way it handles
children’s content.

“We will treat data from
anyone watching children’s
content on YouTube as coming
from a child, regardless of the
age of the user,” YouTube chief
Susan Wojcicki said in a state-
ment.

“This means that we will
limit data collection and use on
videos made for kids only to
what is needed to support the
operation of the service. We
will also stop serving person-
alized ads on this content
entirely, and some features will
no longer be available on this
type of content, like comments
and notifications.” Wojcicki
added that Google would cre-
ate a USD 100 million fund
“dedicated to the creation of
thoughtful, original children’s
content on YouTube and
YouTube Kids globally.”  

The settlement, which
must be approved by a federal
court, calls for the FTC to
receive USD 136 million and
New York state the remaining
USD 34 million.

The deal was approved by

a 3-2 vote of the FTC com-
missioners, with the two
Democrats calling for tougher
penalties.

The deal “repeats many of
the same mistakes from the
flawed Facebook settlement: no
individual accountability, insuf-
ficient remedies to address the
company’s financial incentives,
and a fine that still allows the
company to profit from its
lawbreaking,” Democratic com-
missioner Rohit Chopra said in
a dissent.

“The terms of the settle-
ment were not even significant
enough to make Google issue
a warning to its investors.”
Activists who filed a complaint
last year against YouTube also
said the deal falls short.

“We are gratified that the
FTC has finally forced Google
to confront its longstanding lie
that it wasn’t targeting children
on YouTube,” said Jeff Chester
of the Center for Digital
Democracy, one of the groups
in the complaint.

The “paltry financial penal-
ty of USD 170 million” is a
mere slap and “sends a signal
that if you are a politically pow-
erful corporation, you do not
have to fear any serious finan-
cial consequences when you
break the law,” Chester said.
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The National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal

(NCLAT) has directed the
Resolution Professional of Jet
Airways to cooperate with the
Dutch Court Administrator,
which is also conducting insol-
vency proceedings against the
debt-ridden carrier.

A three-member NCLAT
bench headed by Chairman
Justice S J Mukhopadhyay has
asked the Interim Resolution
Professional (IRP) to place
before it a draft agreement
with terms of condition
between him and the Dutch
Court Administrator in next
two weeks.

During the proceedings,
the Committee of Creditors
(CoC) informed NCLAT that
it was ready to cooperate with
the Dutch Court
Administrator.

“IRP has to collate the
claims of the all financial cred-
itors and operational credi-

tors, domestic or internation-
ally,” said NCLAT.

It also said,” IRP is bound
to take control of assets.”

NCLAT also said IRP may
consult the CoC before final-
ising the draft. It listed the next
hearing for September 20.

On August 21, NCLAT
had asked the CoC of Jet
Airways whether it would
cooperate with the Dutch
Court Administrator. It had
then listed next hearing for
September 4.

The appellate tribunal’s
direction came while hearing a
petition filed by the Dutch
Court Administrator against
the order of the Mumbai bench
of the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT), which had
declared overseas bankruptcy
proceedings null and void in the
Jet Airways insolvency case.

On July 12, NCLAT had
stayed the orders of NCLT on
the plea filed by the Dutch
Court Administrator and
agreed to hear it.
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Highways construction in
India is estimated to

require about Rs 19 lakh crore
in the next five years and
innovative financing mecha-
nisms needs to be put in place
to address any funding gap,
according to a report by con-
sultancy firm KPMG.

India has the second-
largest road network in the
world and the Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) is planning to
develop about 60,000 km of
highways in the next five years.

The MoRTH is targeting
an average road construction
rate of 40 km per day, said the
KPMG report, titled ’Roads

and Highways Sector -
Current Trends and Future
Road Map’.

Asserting the need for
exploring innovative financing
mechanisms to address the
funding gap that is being
observed in the sector, it said
the approach levers that have
been identified need to be
built upon.
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What is the impact of
Artificial Intelligence

(AI) on our lives? How can we
combat increasing cyberat-
tacks? Is the threat to digital
privacy real? 

Microsoft president Brad
Smith answers these worrying
questions of the present day
tech-driven society in his new
book,  “Tools And Weapons:
The Promise and The Peril of
The Digital Age”. 

Co-written by Carlon Ann
Browne, director of commu-
nications at Microsoft, the
book will hit stands on
September 10, publishing
house Hachette has recently
announced. The book claims
not to be a self-glorifying
“Microsoft memoir”, but a
“candid and eye-opening
investigation into the most
divisive issues facing tech com-
panies and governments today
—  cyberwar, privacy, mass
surveillance, undermining of
democracy, AI, diversity”.

“In ’Tools and Weapons’,
Smith takes his readers into the
cockpit of one of the world’s
largest and most powerful tech
companies as it finds itself in
the middle of some of the
thorniest emerging issues of
our time. 
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The Indian rupee clawed
back some lost ground on

Wednesday, gaining 27 paise to
settle at 72.12 against the US
dollar in line with a recovery in
domestic equities.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the rupee
opened at 72.20 a dollar and
advanced to a high of 71.96
during the day. It finally settled
at 72.12, up 27 paise over its
previous close of 72.39.

Forex traders said the
Indian currency gained fol-
lowing weakness in the US dol-
lar.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength

against a basket of six curren-
cies, slipped 0.35 per cent to
98.65 weighed down by weak
factory activity in the US,
which shrank in August for the
first time since August 2016.

Gains in domestic equity
market also supported the local
unit and helped it recoup some
of its losses of the previous ses-
sion. The rupee on Tuesday
dropped by 97 paise to more
than nine-month low of 72.39
a dollar. 

Meanwhile, the BSE
benchmark Sensex on
Wednesday recovered by near-
ly 162 points, while the NSE
gauge Nifty rose 47 points to
settle above the key 10,800-
mark.

Mumbai: The Bombay High Court on
Wednesday stayed proceedings against BSR and
Associates LLP, former auditor of IL&FS
Financial Services, before the National Company
Law Tribunal.

BSR had moved the court challenging the
validity of the central government’s plea before
the NCLT seeking a ban on the audit firm for
five years under the Companies Act, 2013.

The government has sought ban on BSR for
its role in alleged financial irregularities at the
crisis-hit IL&FS Group.

The NCLT was scheduled to begin hearing
the plea on September 5. PTI

New Delhi: India’s vision to becoming a $5 tril-
lion economy needs a more fertile habitat for for-
mal job creation. This Ease-of-Doing-Business
goal coincides with concerns about the ability
of employer’s in-house capabilities to keep up
with the scale, complexity of India’s regulatory
environment — 15 changes a day to 58,000+
compliance rules and 3000+ returns across
1000+ Act.  In an effort to address this growing
voice on ease of doing business, Teamlease
Services on Wednesday launched of Teamlease
Compliance cloud; website www.teamleasec-
ompliance.com and App RulezBook. PNS

Ghaziabad: Tablez, a retail
group has launched Toys R Us
in Ghaziabad at Mahagun
Metro Mall. This is the ninth
store of Toys R Us in India after
store launched in Chennai,
Kerala, Bengaluru and Pune
recently. The store was inau-
gurated by Adeeb Ahamed,
Managing Director, Table and
Director of Mahagun Group
Dhiraj Jain. PNS
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New Delhi: The NCLAT has set aside NCLT order to liquidate
Sterling Biotech, and directed that the management should be
handed over to its promoters if the dues of creditors are settled.

Promoters of the company include absconding Nitin
Jayantilal Sandesara and Chetankumar Jayantilal Sandesara.

A three-member NCLAT bench headed by Chairperson
Justice S J Mukhopadhaya said it will not come in the way of the
individual such as promoters and directors, if they pay back to
the creditors in their individual capacity, and not from proceeds
of crime. However, the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) granted liberty to the investigative agencies as ED, CBI,
Ministry of Corporate Affairs, SEBI and the other authorities to
"continue/take any action against the company, Promoter/
Shareholder/ Director under the existing laws" irrespective of its
settlement with the creditors. PTI
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Telecom operator Reliance
Jio is likely to provide free

set-top box with its every
broadband connection to woo
direct-to-home and cable TV
customers, according to a
source privy to the develop-
ment.

Billionaire Mukesh
Ambani-led company is slated
to launch optical fibre-based
JioFibre broadband service
from September 5.

“All JioFibre customers will
get complimentary set-top
box,” the source said.

Reliance Industries
Chairman and Managing
Director Mukesh Ambani has
announced that JioFibre cus-
tomers will get free voice calls for
life from landline, 100 megabit
(mbps) to 1 gigabit per second
broadband speed for subscrip-
tion starting from �700 a month
and a free HD TV set on com-
mitment to an annual plan.

According to the source,
JioFibre customers will have
access to movies and other
video content of leading enter-
tainment mobile apps, whose
subscription fee will be bun-
dled in the monthly broadband
connection rates and no sepa-
rate charges will be levied.

“The STB will also provide
video calling service on TV

sets. The customer will need to
attach a camera with the STB
for the service,” the source
said.

Email query sent to
Reliance Jio did not elicit any
reply.

According to experts,
JioFibre is likely to dent busi-
ness of direct-to-home players.

Early this week, Bharti
Airtel announced a new STB
for �3,999 on Xstream platform
to offer content of video
streaming mobile apps, except
few leading over-the-top play-
ers, including Netflix, Amazon
Prime Videos and Hotstar.

The Sunil Bharti Mittal-led
company has offered compli-
mentary access to entertain-
ment streaming applications
like ZEE5, Hooq, Hoi Choi,
Eros Now, HungamaPlay,
ShemarooMe, Ultra and
Curiosity Stream for first year
after which customers can con-
tinue their subscription by
paying annual fee of �999. The
STB can also be connected with
Airtel’s DTH service for access-
ing live TV channels.

According to the source,
some of the entertainment
content available on Bharti
Airtel will also be available on
JioFibre.

Jio already has a tie-up with
Hotstar for mobile devices and
partially owns Eros Now.
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Indian firms H-Energy and
Petronet LNG on Wednesday

signed agreements to buy liq-
uefied natural gas from Russian
gas producer Novatek on long-
term contracts as they looked
to vast reserves in the Arctic for
meeting energy needs of Asia’s
third-largest economy.

The separate agreements
envisage the possibility of Indian
firms picking up stake in
Novatek’s LNG export projects
in the Arctic.

Mumbai-based realtor
Hiranandani Group’s energy
arm H-Energy signed an agree-
ment to buy long-term liquefied
natural gas (LNG) from
Novatek’s Arctic projects as well
as looked at investing in LNG
project of the Russian firm, its
CEO Darshan Hiranandani told
PTI.

Also, part of the agreement
is Novatek exploring possibili-
ty investing in three LNG
import terminals H-Energy is
building on the west and east
coast of India, he said.

Separately, Novatek also
signed an MoU with Petronet
LNG Ltd for future natural gas
cooperation.

The deals were announced
hours after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi arrived here on
Wednesday for summit talks
with Russian President Vladimir

Putin.
“The MoU envisages deliv-

ering LNG supplies from
Novatek’s portfolio to the Indian
market, including natural gas
supplies for power generation, as
well as investment by Petronet
LNG in Novatek’s future LNG
projects and the joint marketing
of LNG as motor fuel in India,
including joint investment in
developing a network of filling
stations and a fleet of LNG-
fuelled trucks,” the Russian firm
said in a statement.

Without disclosing the
quantity signed, Hiranandani
said the MoU locks in “sub-
stantial” quantity of LNG.

“We are very excited about
the signing of the MoU,” he said,
adding the MoU provides for
H-Energy partnering Novatek
in Arctic LNG 2.

It also provides for estab-
lishing a joint venture to mar-
ket LNG and natural gas from
Novatak’s portfolio to end-cus-
tomers in India, Bangladesh,
and other markets.

“The agreement is for
bringing supplies in India and
Bangladesh through H-Energy’s
terminals in Jaigarh (in
Maharashtra), Kakinada (in
Andhra Pradesh) and Haldia (in
West Bengal),” he said.

Hiranandani said the
Jaigarh LNG project will be
completed by end of the year
and work on the other two pro-

jects will start in mid-2020.
H-Energy is laying two

pipelines - one from Jaigarh to
Mangalore and Kannai Chatta
to Shrirampur - for transport-
ing the imported fuel to con-
sumers.

“India’s rapid economic
growth requires increasing
demand for all sources of ener-
gy and, primarily, for natural gas
as the most environmentally
friendly type of fuel. Moreover,
the conversion of modal trans-
port to LNG enables India to
significantly reduce carbon
emissions, thereby contributing
to India’s commitment toward
reducing its impact on climate
change,” said Leonid Mikhelson,
Novatek’s Chairman of the
Management Board.

Novatek’s low-cost produc-
tion from future Arctic LNG
projects ensures competitively
priced LNG supplies to most
regions of the world, he said,
adding India is one of the largest
and fastest-growing LNG mar-
kets and will be one of the main
sources of future growth in
global demand for natural gas.

He said the MoUs are
important steps towards enter-
ing the end-customer market in
India, which “is of great inter-
est to Novatek taking into
account our strategic plans to
implement new LNG projects
and significantly increase our
LNG production volumes”.0
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Aday after the massive
plunge, the BSE bench-
mark Sensex on

Wednesday recovered by near-
ly 162 points on emergence of
buying mainly in metal and
banking counters, but the gains
were capped by auto stocks. 

Likewise, the NSE gauge
Nifty rose 47 points to settle
above the key 10,800-mark.

After swinging 367 points
in a highly volatile session, the
30-share index ended 161.83
points, or 0.44 per cent, high-
er at 36,724.74. It hit an intra-
day high of 36,776.31 and low
of 36,409.54.

The broader Nifty, after
opening on a flat note in the
morning, traded in the range
of 10,858.75 and 10,746.35
during the session. It finally
ended the day with 46.75
points, or 0.43 per cent, gains
at 10,844.65.

Top gainers in the Sensex
pack included Bharti Airtel,
SBI, Tata Steel, Vedanta,
NTPC, HDFC Bank, HCL
Tech, ONGC, ICICI Bank and
L&T, which rose up to 2.97 per
cent.

On the other hand, Maruti
was the biggest laggard, plung-
ing 3.64 per cent after the
company announced a two-

day suspension of its manu-
facturing operations at its
Gurugram and Manesar plants
in Haryana.

Sun Pharma, Tata Motors,
Asian Paints, IndusInd Bank,
M&M, Bajaj Auto and RIL too
fell up to 2.97 per cent.

On Tuesday, the BSE
Sensex had dropped 770
points and the NSE Nifty
dived over 225 points after
investors indulged in panic
selloffs amid sustained worries
over the country’s economic
health. 

The benchmark indices
also saw their biggest intra-day
plunge in nearly 11 months.

On Wednesday’s recovery
in Indian equities, analysts
said domestic market recov-
ered tracking positive global
cues.

Meanwhile, Asian mar-
kets rose on Wednesday, led by
a surge in Hong Kong after
reports said the city’s leader
was considering agreeing to a
key demand of pro-democra-
cy protesters, fuelling hopes
for an end to months of dam-
aging protests in the financial
hub.

Shares rallied 3.90 per
cent across the board on the
Hang Seng Index after the
reports, with property and
retail firms among the best
performers, having taken a

hiding over the past few weeks
as the demonstrations were
increasingly dogged by vio-
lence.

Shanghai Composite
Index, Nikkei and Kospi too
ended up to 1.16 per cent
higher.

On other markets Tokyo
ended 0.1 per cent higher,
Singapore added 1.4 per cent,
Seoul climbed 1.4 per cent
and Taipei added 0.9 per cent.
Manila, Wellington, and
Bangkok also posted strong
gains.

In early trade London rose
0.3 per cent, Paris gains 0.8 per-
cent and Frankfurt was up one
per cent.

The pound continued its
recovery from Tuesday’s
plunge, with Britain preparing
for another general election.

Sterling at one point
plunged to USD 1.1959
Tuesday — its weakest level
since 1985 except for a 2016
“flash crash” — but rebounded
as traders bet Johnson’s loss
would take a no-deal divorce
off the table. Most economists
say such a scenario would
hammer the British economy.

The Indian rupee appreci-
ated 34 paise (intra-day) to
trade at 72.05 per US dollar.

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude rose 0.39 per cent
to 58.48 per barrel (intra-day).
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Script Open High Low LTP
YESBANK 58.00 60.20 57.30 59.45
SUNPHARMA 423.00 429.60 401.50 426.40
MARUTI 6070.00 6077.00 5798.25 5829.75
TATAMOTORS 112.20 113.00 106.00 109.50
IBULHSGFIN 446.20 465.70 443.40 458.20
IDEA 5.17 5.18 4.92 5.02
RELIANCE 1200.00 1204.90 1185.50 1201.55
SBIN 269.70 275.75 267.60 274.95
RBLBANK 314.30 326.60 309.15 324.95
TATASTEEL 329.90 341.00 327.35 339.35
HDFCBANK 2210.00 2274.75 2200.05 2247.55
MCX 875.00 897.95 834.80 868.70
LT 1299.70 1314.00 1292.75 1309.95
ICICIBANK 390.00 399.60 390.00 397.50
SPICEJET 129.00 131.65 128.20 130.45
INDUSINDBK 1345.00 1345.00 1297.20 1317.35
ESCORTS 493.50 494.00 450.10 458.30
ASHOKLEY 65.00 65.00 61.20 62.60
ONGC 117.85 119.40 115.55 119.05
RPOWER 3.57 3.72 3.40 3.54
HDFCLIFE 540.85 543.00 528.70 535.45
CANBK 194.00 198.90 190.65 192.95
PNB 59.85 60.35 58.75 59.90
BEL 101.75 107.05 101.65 106.55
INDIANB 177.40 179.40 165.00 166.80
BAJFINANCE 3270.00 3275.25 3210.00 3250.05
HDFCAMC 2657.10 2657.10 2561.65 2572.70
DLF 163.00 166.20 157.55 164.00
BANKBARODA 91.55 93.70 91.00 93.30
ITC 242.00 244.50 241.25 243.15
JINDALSTEL 93.00 96.00 91.10 95.40
AXISBANK 647.50 653.00 638.70 646.95
STRTECH 110.20 119.20 108.05 116.90
BALKRISIND 709.70 727.45 682.65 720.40
DHFL 48.50 48.50 46.50 47.15
IOC 118.85 120.90 116.80 120.35
RELINFRA 36.35 37.35 35.40 35.90
INFY 813.70 822.70 810.25 821.05
L&TFH 92.50 92.70 89.55 91.30
GUJGAS 172.95 173.00 165.05 166.55
TITAN 1061.25 1069.45 1025.70 1037.50
RELCAPITAL 33.90 34.85 33.50 34.15
TCS 2269.70 2269.90 2234.00 2246.10
INDIGO 1638.70 1652.00 1598.50 1641.20
HINDPETRO 257.00 258.20 249.15 257.05
ICICIPRULI 423.10 433.00 417.80 428.30
HDFC 2092.00 2113.05 2073.20 2099.80
IDBI 28.85 28.85 26.90 27.05
SPARC 153.90 153.90 143.55 149.15
ADANIENT 133.90 135.50 130.70 134.80
ZEEL 363.50 366.25 348.55 355.40
KOTAKBANK 1414.00 1437.80 1399.00 1426.95
LICHSGFIN 414.95 414.95 404.00 410.50
VEDL 134.25 137.55 132.60 136.75
BOMDYEING 82.70 85.95 82.65 83.80
BPCL 353.50 366.55 349.20 363.50
BRITANNIA 2717.00 2746.80 2627.00 2636.15
MARICO 388.40 390.55 377.25 384.15
BIOCON 227.00 232.00 223.10 231.20
M&M 518.00 519.45 503.50 505.65
BBTC 881.40 911.00 881.40 905.40
HAVELLS 655.30 658.20 627.40 636.05
BHARTIARTL 337.00 347.25 335.60 345.95
HINDUNILVR 1845.00 1858.50 1818.00 1847.25
ICICIGI 1169.95 1169.95 1125.85 1144.75
ABCAPITAL 89.70 91.35 88.35 90.40
GODREJCP 601.75 604.80 577.00 583.45
BHEL 49.85 50.25 48.60 50.05
BEML 768.55 805.85 764.80 795.50
IBREALEST 65.25 67.45 64.55 65.90
GAIL 128.00 129.55 125.10 127.20
SWANENERGY 109.80 116.90 109.80 111.35
JSWSTEEL 209.80 215.90 207.65 214.60
PEL 1976.20 1987.75 1928.30 1946.70
COALINDIA 180.95 183.40 179.15 182.10
SAIL 30.45 32.55 30.15 32.25
GRAPHITE 267.85 268.75 263.05 266.85
DISHTV 20.90 21.00 19.85 20.80
NCC 54.30 55.40 52.85 54.85
UNIONBANK 53.05 54.70 52.40 53.70
ULTRACEMCO 3900.00 3910.65 3831.10 3877.55
ASIANPAINT 1588.00 1588.00 1527.90 1534.90
RNAM 283.60 288.10 266.00 276.70
IRB 71.10 71.50 67.65 68.25
TATAELXSI 632.00 636.20 606.15 610.20
DRREDDY 2531.00 2608.45 2531.00 2601.70
APOLLOTYRE 170.00 176.90 169.00 175.85
TECHM 707.00 708.90 692.40 702.85
SBILIFE 816.45 830.00 812.05 826.05
BANKINDIA 63.45 64.45 62.10 63.85
TVSMOTOR 359.10 368.30 353.70 365.75
DIVISLAB 1635.10 1669.60 1593.00 1664.50
WIPRO 254.30 256.80 251.70 256.10
EDELWEISS 108.00 108.65 103.05 105.25
LALPATHLAB 1207.85 1274.35 1198.55 1251.20
JUSTDIAL 702.60 718.35 701.95 714.30
KAJARIACER 461.75 461.75 442.75 457.60
TATAMTRDVR 51.00 51.30 48.30 49.95
M&MFIN 313.75 330.90 309.50 329.15
PIDILITIND 1350.05 1364.20 1337.35 1359.30
HEG 955.75 986.00 947.70 975.05
MINDACORP 92.50 92.50 86.05 87.35
CENTURYTEX 828.10 845.00 809.50 840.90
MUTHOOTFIN 605.90 607.10 581.25 588.70
TATAGLOBAL 276.50 276.50 262.55 266.95
GUJALKALI 400.00 426.00 398.20 421.00
BAJAJFINSV 7050.00 7072.25 6959.40 7019.90
SRTRANSFIN 961.65 989.05 946.80 985.15

AUROPHARMA 612.00 612.00 588.65 598.95
MOTHERSUMI 94.50 96.05 93.10 95.00
DMART 1507.15 1530.00 1506.90 1524.25
UJJIVAN 293.00 293.00 280.75 289.45
BAJAJ-AUTO 2778.00 2783.60 2690.15 2715.55
ACC 1450.00 1450.00 1423.05 1441.20
GODREJIND 402.75 404.65 396.90 400.15
ENGINERSIN 102.60 106.30 102.50 105.75
ADANITRANS 233.65 240.85 233.65 236.35
HEROMOTOCO 2562.00 2587.55 2531.00 2566.25
JUBLFOOD 1165.80 1200.65 1165.80 1197.45
AMBUJACEM 192.35 192.40 188.50 191.00
GRASIM 697.70 701.70 689.30 693.95
DELTACORP 169.00 174.95 165.50 173.00
SUZLON 3.65 3.66 3.44 3.49
EICHERMOT 15635.00 15932.20 15531.00 15633.60
NBCC 33.90 34.55 32.80 33.35
TATAPOWER 54.90 54.90 53.00 54.15
PRESTIGE 290.95 302.45 290.95 299.80
DABUR 444.00 446.60 434.15 442.15
PFC 102.55 105.10 101.40 104.65
RAYMOND 556.50 580.00 552.20 575.50
UPL 550.00 564.30 547.55 561.70
HEXAWARE 388.00 388.00 374.10 379.60
JUBILANT 439.00 447.20 426.00 444.55
SUNTECK 444.90 450.35 432.05 447.35
GLENMARK 391.00 391.00 372.40 382.35
RECLTD 140.90 145.35 138.10 144.90
NTPC 117.60 119.85 116.70 119.45
MGL 830.00 842.40 828.90 837.75
TAKE 121.95 131.00 120.00 126.55
NESTLEIND 12711.00 12785.10 12350.00 12465.15
IDFCFIRSTB 43.00 43.00 42.20 42.70
UFLEX 200.40 207.70 192.20 205.25
LUPIN 735.05 744.00 728.25 741.50
MANAPPURAM 119.60 120.15 115.65 119.50
HFCL 18.50 18.55 18.40 18.45
ADANIPOWER 57.70 57.70 55.70 56.60
VENKYS 1400.00 1435.00 1382.15 1390.65
GRUH 253.70 256.35 249.00 253.75
INDIACEM 72.60 73.55 71.65 73.05
TATACHEM 581.00 585.60 568.55 573.80
J&KBANK 40.00 41.30 39.75 40.05
INFRATEL 249.20 252.50 246.40 248.05

POWERGRID 197.00 198.90 195.50 196.85
RITES 223.75 224.70 218.00 223.75
HINDALCO 178.20 182.05 176.75 181.55
HEIDELBERG 189.55 200.90 186.40 197.55
ADANIPORTS 362.70 365.70 356.85 364.10
IBVENTURES 173.80 175.00 167.00 168.55
TATACOMM 421.55 431.20 416.80 426.10
GODFRYPHLP 1001.45 1017.95 975.35 989.70
WOCKPHARMA 238.00 239.65 231.50 233.45
STAR 380.40 382.00 369.05 379.75
IGL 330.00 333.15 320.75 327.20
PETRONET 264.10 266.60 260.70 265.50
COLPAL 1248.00 1252.00 1225.15 1244.85
DBL 361.45 362.00 347.65 351.30
FEDERALBNK 81.55 82.35 80.00 81.95
OBEROIRLTY 535.50 541.50 527.00 533.35
RAJESHEXPO 685.50 698.75 674.00 677.65
CHOLAFIN 268.70 270.80 263.25 269.80
AJANTPHARM 1019.85 1047.45 1015.05 1041.15
COROMANDEL 379.00 381.20 377.05 380.00
SCI 27.60 28.50 27.60 28.20
LTI 1615.70 1667.40 1610.00 1643.80
HCLTECH 1115.60 1128.40 1104.00 1125.25
JAICORPLTD 77.95 77.95 74.15 76.15
DCMSHRIRAM 377.30 380.00 366.80 368.35
BATAINDIA 1540.00 1547.20 1526.00 1540.90
FORCEMOT 1179.50 1207.00 1179.50 1184.75
HINDZINC 215.05 215.80 210.70 214.65
DCBBANK 204.00 204.70 198.00 201.05
PTC 56.60 56.70 55.80 56.05
NMDC 80.45 80.50 78.65 79.65
BANDHANBNK 454.00 459.50 441.00 451.80
ORIENTBANK 67.15 68.40 65.05 66.65
CIPLA 469.00 474.90 467.80 471.15
SIEMENS 1185.00 1185.00 1136.35 1167.05
GNFC 175.20 175.90 173.50 174.70
NAUKRI 2034.95 2165.00 2020.00 2118.70
AVANTI 313.00 318.75 313.00 316.90
SUNTV 427.25 431.75 421.00 428.60

CADILAHC 229.50 231.35 223.55 230.45
ADANIGAS 139.55 139.90 132.25 135.90
ENDURANCE 910.05 915.25 868.45 909.45
GODREJPROP 895.25 901.10 882.50 890.40
LAKSHVILAS 38.00 39.50 37.30 39.35
EIDPARRY 151.60 153.30 147.55 148.65
UBL 1317.00 1334.05 1290.15 1330.10
NOCIL 87.00 87.00 84.85 85.85
EQUITAS 108.00 109.80 106.60 109.35
ABFRL 188.00 188.95 185.30 188.05
CHAMBLFERT 153.10 159.20 153.10 157.25
BALMLAWRIE 176.15 176.25 171.55 172.15
VOLTAS 624.70 624.70 606.80 621.90
SUVEN 256.30 261.10 254.35 255.80
ITI 68.30 69.40 66.80 67.30
MMTC 19.90 20.30 19.75 19.95
SOBHA 536.40 550.00 529.40 533.05
CEATLTD 900.00 906.35 888.00 893.30
CROMPTON 231.00 232.10 227.20 228.10
JAMNAAUTO 32.85 34.75 32.25 34.10
HSCL 78.25 81.50 76.00 76.50
TATACOFFEE 73.50 73.85 72.50 73.10
TORNTPHARM 1745.00 1745.00 1685.45 1690.60
MAHINDCIE 152.70 157.90 150.90 156.40
PCJEWELLER 32.40 32.40 31.25 31.70
VIPIND 420.00 420.00 403.00 405.10
JKTYRE 61.25 61.60 60.50 61.40
NATIONALUM 40.10 40.70 39.50 40.50
APOLLOHOSP 1494.50 1504.15 1487.10 1497.20
QUESS 469.40 478.00 465.25 469.70
JISLJALEQS 19.60 19.60 17.90 18.25
GSPL 214.95 217.55 211.20 215.80
JKLAKSHMI 324.20 325.60 318.00 321.90
REDINGTON 105.60 113.85 105.45 108.65
HATHWAY 31.80 32.55 30.75 31.70
SRF 2724.00 2742.95 2686.95 2734.10
VINATIORGA 2195.00 2227.00 2140.00 2151.55
BERGEPAINT 362.10 363.95 356.65 359.80
COFFEEDAY 67.50 67.50 67.50 67.50
WESTLIFE 282.00 282.00 274.00 276.10
INFIBEAM 39.70 39.75 39.15 39.20
EXIDEIND 175.95 176.15 171.35 173.10
JINDALSAW 67.00 68.90 65.25 68.20
CUB 196.00 196.00 191.85 192.65
GHCL 188.25 196.90 188.25 192.90
FRETAIL 394.75 410.00 392.45 409.35
BHARATFORG 378.90 384.00 378.00 382.30
MFSL 417.10 421.20 406.00 418.30
DEEPAKFERT 78.30 80.50 77.65 79.85
RAIN 79.25 81.70 78.70 81.10
CASTROLIND 120.10 121.25 119.30 120.30
ATUL 3490.00 3508.05 3428.10 3445.20
LUXIND 1088.90 1110.00 1045.05 1097.10
ABB 1332.00 1339.00 1314.85 1318.40
TRIDENT 55.10 56.90 55.00 56.40
RADICO 298.10 301.60 290.20 299.65
OMAXE 195.00 195.00 193.25 193.65
PIIND 1164.00 1193.20 1147.55 1179.35
SUNDRMFAST 419.25 426.00 415.90 423.90
VGUARD 228.05 228.35 221.10 222.25
PVR 1492.50 1495.90 1458.20 1488.30
WHIRLPOOL 1618.10 1638.80 1605.80 1626.40
SONATSOFTW 312.80 312.80 301.80 304.50
KALPATPOWR 440.90 455.50 429.20 451.75
PHILIPCARB 108.60 110.95 108.00 110.00
PAGEIND 17900.00 18099.10 17534.35 17655.15
MINDTREE 684.00 688.40 675.00 680.45
BOSCHLTD 14180.00 14180.00 13340.25 13399.00
GAYAPROJ 105.20 113.20 101.55 111.15
RAMCOCEM 710.75 710.90 692.70 704.30
CENTRALBK 18.80 19.25 18.05 18.95
GLAXO 1239.70 1260.00 1239.70 1249.90
RCF 39.60 40.85 39.40 40.55
CARERATING 530.35 545.95 530.35 541.05
AEGISLOG 186.00 188.00 185.00 186.05
RCOM 0.80 0.82 0.79 0.79
AAVAS 1461.90 1525.95 1461.90 1511.35
ECLERX 482.90 488.95 457.90 477.35
PGHL 4062.00 4084.60 4010.00 4040.05
GRANULES 90.40 93.05 90.40 91.50
GICRE 173.00 175.90 170.00 170.95
AMARAJABAT 618.30 624.90 610.35 622.20
CANFINHOME 409.00 410.00 400.05 401.15
HAL 644.15 650.00 636.00 647.20
IDFC 34.55 35.75 33.80 34.95
BLISSGVS 107.95 107.95 103.25 105.70
NETWORK18 22.10 22.55 21.80 22.45
IFBIND 653.25 715.20 647.35 704.75
OIL 143.05 147.45 142.60 147.25
CUMMINSIND 562.70 566.85 556.15 564.15
BAJAJELEC 374.80 383.00 369.35 375.85
NIITTECH 1473.00 1485.90 1452.30 1461.90
HUDCO 34.70 35.55 34.10 35.05
PERSISTENT 558.50 561.20 555.45 558.60
INTELLECT 209.50 210.90 206.80 208.50
FSL 47.85 48.85 47.80 48.30
TRENT 452.00 469.20 449.85 466.65
IRCON 337.50 342.85 337.50 342.30
ESSELPRO 110.80 111.00 104.45 105.05
JSWENERGY 66.45 67.45 66.00 66.25
ADANIGREEN 44.80 44.80 43.55 43.90
INOXLEISUR 266.30 270.80 261.60 267.05
AUBANK 663.00 677.40 663.00 672.20
MOIL 122.35 122.35 119.65 120.45
JPASSOCIAT 2.16 2.30 2.12 2.21
TNPL 188.80 189.25 186.75 187.60
LTTS 1637.00 1649.80 1626.80 1645.50
TORNTPOWER 272.90 273.65 269.60 270.65
LEMONTREE 52.90 53.25 51.30 51.60

EMAMILTD 304.40 304.40 297.60 299.00
WABAG 273.30 274.50 269.40 270.55
FCONSUMER 27.10 27.20 26.20 26.45
GMRINFRA 14.80 14.85 14.55 14.80
SCHNEIDER 74.10 75.20 73.00 74.60
NIACL 104.40 105.00 101.00 104.45
MINDAIND 315.20 324.50 312.95 322.05
KRBL 212.90 213.70 208.00 209.15
WELCORP 120.60 122.35 118.70 121.80
ORIENTELEC 152.75 155.10 152.75 154.05
CREDITACC 558.60 570.70 557.30 569.00
CYIENT 421.15 431.05 421.05 430.20
AIAENG 1500.65 1526.40 1500.60 1515.85
GESHIP* 239.80 247.00 238.15 243.30
SYNDIBANK 32.00 32.70 31.00 32.10
GSKCONS 7988.95 8005.80 7871.95 7945.20
DBCORP 137.00 137.00 131.40 133.25
SHREECEM 17997.40 17997.40 17280.00 17724.60
MEGH 44.20 45.20 43.10 44.90
MRPL 46.00 46.00 44.40 45.25
SOUTHBANK 11.60 11.60 10.56 10.61
JETAIRWAYS 35.90 39.60 35.90 39.60
KTKBANK 76.50 76.50 74.20 75.10
JKCEMENT 980.00 1007.45 980.00 995.95
JSLHISAR 59.65 61.00 59.05 60.15
MAGMA 61.25 64.40 58.35 59.05
CONCOR 492.50 505.00 492.00 502.95
THOMASCOOK 142.90 145.40 141.80 143.85
MPHASIS 977.65 989.00 965.40 969.55
SYNGENE 310.20 314.50 306.50 312.70
GICHSGFIN 167.00 172.50 165.40 168.70
KANSAINER 460.00 466.90 458.35 463.50
PNBHOUSING 638.65 647.00 630.55 641.20
KEC 244.05 245.20 240.40 243.65
DEEPAKNI 271.90 273.75 269.60 271.60
HINDCOPPER 31.05 31.75 30.55 31.35
BAJAJHLDNG 3252.00 3312.00 3224.00 3299.75
GSFC 73.55 74.80 72.30 74.45
ANDHRABANK 20.10 20.20 19.30 19.40
ALBK 33.30 34.00 33.20 33.30
PNCINFRA 170.70 178.00 165.00 174.85
BASF 1008.55 1025.00 1006.00 1020.80
GODREJAGRO 445.65 453.35 443.00 450.55
ADVENZYMES 146.35 149.95 146.30 149.10
ABBOTINDIA 9470.00 9594.95 9460.00 9510.45
THYROCARE 463.55 470.35 457.00 470.15
VTL 882.25 886.20 860.35 869.50
GREAVESCOT 121.00 121.75 119.10 121.40
ASHOKA 95.95 96.75 93.75 94.05
JAGRAN 64.20 66.70 64.00 65.90
ELGIEQUIP 241.55 245.00 241.55 244.85
IBULISL 78.30 83.70 77.00 83.25
NAVINFLUOR 722.40 725.00 720.30 721.60
COCHINSHIP 340.05 341.30 337.00 338.10
VBL 650.90 650.90 625.60 630.95
INDHOTEL 134.15 135.00 132.40 133.05
RELAXO 465.00 471.25 458.75 461.10
BIRLACORPN 540.65 543.80 530.00 531.80
IPCALAB 962.65 970.00 954.70 957.10
LAXMIMACH 3717.00 3720.00 3536.00 3556.25
GET&D 150.00 156.55 147.20 150.85
PARAGMILK 139.05 139.05 134.00 134.80
CORPBANK 19.25 19.25 17.40 17.60
UNITEDBNK 10.55 10.61 10.08 10.16
SUPREMEIND 1090.50 1098.50 1087.00 1094.90
DCAL 169.75 173.60 169.60 170.95
GALAXYSURF 1288.70 1297.75 1270.25 1279.00
JYOTHYLAB 141.00 145.00 139.55 141.60
ERIS 384.50 392.30 384.50 389.85
KEI 478.40 478.40 471.00 472.35
SHILPAMED 200.00 233.10 190.80 231.50
CRISIL 1270.00 1299.00 1254.80 1290.20
NHPC 23.45 23.60 23.35 23.55
JBCHEPHARM 380.00 380.00 374.10 376.55
CENTRUM 25.00 25.40 24.20 25.20
MOTILALOFS 570.00 579.75 569.70 570.85
GILLETTE 7394.40 7413.00 7171.05 7239.15
SHOPERSTOP 402.05 418.95 400.15 414.20
ASTRAL 1301.70 1314.90 1280.95 1308.20
PGHH 10211.00 10211.00 9950.00 10077.30
TATAINVEST 756.00 759.00 751.00 755.25
PFIZER 2930.00 2977.25 2922.85 2951.65
SOMANYCERA 285.00 285.95 278.50 282.65
TV18BRDCST 20.35 20.35 19.90 20.10
TIMKEN 693.00 693.00 682.55 688.70
MHRIL 209.00 210.75 205.00 206.15
UCOBANK 15.20 15.35 14.90 15.00
ASTERDM 118.30 119.75 116.70 116.90
IFCI 7.15 7.15 6.98 7.02
GRINDWELL 555.00 559.25 547.85 552.25
TEJASNET 78.95 79.50 76.55 77.05
NLCINDIA 54.05 54.65 53.60 54.05
CAPPL 420.00 423.50 417.00 417.95
TIMETECHNO 58.20 62.50 57.40 58.20
CCL 238.00 238.00 233.00 234.15
IEX 132.05 134.60 130.35 134.10
WELSPUNIND 49.85 50.05 49.55 49.80
NILKAMAL 984.45 999.70 980.00 982.75
ISEC 212.40 215.40 211.80 214.05
IOB 10.16 10.25 9.90 9.99
GDL 98.75 102.60 98.75 100.95
FORTIS 123.00 125.65 123.00 124.60
MRF 57989.00 57997.70 57501.70 57673.25
ZENSARTECH 213.05 220.95 213.05 219.60
SHK 125.35 128.20 125.35 127.80
ORIENTCEM 79.45 80.90 79.00 80.65
DHANUKA 308.00 317.00 304.10 310.45
GULFOILLUB 844.25 874.00 839.90 866.40
HERITGFOOD 352.85 361.20 352.85 359.90

CENTURYPLY 133.10 135.95 132.65 135.50
EIHOTEL 157.60 159.40 156.15 157.65
RALLIS 156.00 157.00 155.55 156.60
BDL 273.00 274.40 270.70 272.40
ITDCEM 67.15 67.50 65.70 67.25
MAHLIFE 362.00 372.00 362.00 371.15
MASFIN 589.25 605.75 588.00 600.05
TATAMETALI 511.70 516.00 511.70 513.90
CHOLAHLDNG 442.60 442.60 436.50 437.55
SHANKARA 256.00 264.70 256.00 260.50
JSL 30.40 30.55 29.70 30.05
FINCABLES 358.00 368.40 356.30 363.35
SOLARINDS 1082.30 1089.95 1070.05 1071.80
ALKEM 1860.95 1866.00 1813.15 1820.65
KNRCON 214.50 216.30 211.55 213.60
ZYDUSWELL 1647.55 1683.00 1646.40 1670.60
SJVN 24.50 24.50 24.15 24.20
SYMPHONY 1234.30 1234.30 1206.00 1230.85
EVEREADY 79.80 81.00 76.00 76.10
LAURUSLABS 327.30 327.30 324.00 326.50
OFSS 3050.00 3075.55 3019.40 3064.25
BLUESTARCO 705.20 710.20 701.40 708.30
TIINDIA 332.00 333.00 325.75 332.00
STARCEMENT 93.00 94.60 92.30 93.20
GPPL 78.40 79.50 78.30 79.15
MAHABANK 12.10 12.26 12.00 12.08
NATCOPHARM 540.00 543.95 540.00 541.75
JMFINANCIL 70.00 70.90 69.60 70.45
PHOENIXLTD 685.55 685.55 665.00 670.30
NBVENTURES 87.00 87.00 81.95 82.90
SADBHAV 138.70 138.70 135.25 137.30
INOXWIND 34.80 34.80 32.00 33.25
ASTRAZEN 1829.00 1875.35 1818.00 1863.65
NESCO 542.45 542.45 526.00 526.55
REPCOHOME 310.00 318.90 309.55 313.15
SANOFI 6157.00 6190.00 6100.00 6138.95
ITDC 163.05 167.65 162.65 165.85
HIMATSEIDE 130.85 132.70 129.70 130.60
BLUEDART 2230.00 2230.00 2158.40 2176.75
NH 237.10 238.25 233.00 233.55
TRITURBINE 98.60 103.90 98.60 103.25
FDC 162.20 163.00 161.05 162.60
ALLCARGO 89.00 89.00 87.35 88.70
TVSSRICHAK 1685.50 1707.30 1681.00 1702.95
CHENNPETRO 185.80 186.60 185.10 186.20
GEPIL 787.00 789.75 771.70 777.15
PRSMJOHNSN 86.10 86.55 85.85 86.45
SUDARSCHEM 322.45 322.45 314.95 315.15
VARROC 421.50 427.75 420.10 421.20
LAOPALA 177.30 178.20 170.50 176.20
SKFINDIA 1863.50 1880.00 1861.50 1875.60
FINOLEXIND 501.15 503.00 500.50 502.00
BAYERCROP 3102.95 3124.45 3069.10 3118.15
CERA 2390.05 2431.00 2376.15 2404.00
AKZOINDIA 1721.65 1721.70 1702.20 1707.20
TTKPRESTIG 5440.00 5648.50 5440.00 5562.30
TCNSBRANDS 677.00 677.00 654.60 657.25
HONAUT 24630.00 24670.00 24460.00 24577.95
GMDCLTD 63.85 64.45 63.00 63.35
MONSANTO 2005.00 2052.25 1996.75 2048.35
APLLTD 494.00 496.30 490.15 491.90
SREINFRA 10.80 10.80 10.43 10.66
MAHLOG 331.95 332.00 329.50 331.90
SUPRAJIT 155.40 160.45 155.10 159.85
KPRMILL 564.30 564.30 556.30 558.80
APLAPOLLO 1281.55 1298.30 1278.00 1293.05
RATNAMANI 903.60 918.10 903.60 916.90
3MINDIA 20261.15 20438.90 20023.55 20354.90
LINDEINDIA 502.35 502.35 492.05 495.60
TEAMLEASE 2665.05 2721.15 2658.05 2714.65
MAHSCOOTER 3781.10 3802.05 3760.00 3796.50
BAJAJCON 256.30 256.30 250.60 251.50
THERMAX 996.40 1003.20 996.00 998.35
CGPOWER 11.46 11.46 11.46 11.46
APARINDS 523.60 532.40 522.20 531.80
ASAHIINDIA 175.70 180.00 175.70 178.65
MAXINDIA 59.90 60.25 59.40 60.05
TVTODAY 296.20 297.00 294.00 294.25
MAHSEAMLES 378.50 378.70 376.35 378.70
CARBORUNIV 281.75 281.90 280.50 280.90
FLFL 418.10 420.05 414.25 417.95
INDOSTAR 274.55 281.75 274.55 279.25
VMART 1965.00 1965.00 1944.90 1946.70
FINEORG 1460.00 1460.00 1410.40 1420.35
SIS 760.00 764.60 758.55 760.50
WABCOINDIA 6076.30 6126.95 6074.90 6086.75
HATSUN 597.10 603.45 590.40 595.40
SCHAEFFLER 4023.00 4023.00 3950.00 3970.00
JCHAC 1620.00 1620.00 1576.00 1607.20
SFL 1209.80 1216.70 1209.80 1216.70
SHRIRAMCIT 1331.15 1331.35 1322.00 1322.00
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 10790.40 10858.75 10746.35 10844.65 46.75
TATASTEEL 331.40 340.95 327.30 340.95 9.55
BPCL 353.50 366.40 349.00 366.25 10.05
IOC 118.40 120.95 116.80 120.55 3.30
DRREDDY 2539.90 2611.55 2532.90 2600.20 67.40
JSWSTEEL 208.85 216.05 207.50 215.30 5.15
BHARTIARTL 336.00 347.35 335.10 345.00 8.15
SBIN 269.70 275.85 267.25 274.80 6.40
VEDL 135.00 137.60 132.50 136.70 2.55
HINDALCO 179.00 182.20 176.60 181.50 3.10
UPL 555.00 563.00 547.55 562.85 9.50
NTPC 118.00 119.90 116.65 119.50 1.85
HCLTECH 1112.35 1128.50 1103.90 1125.45 17.10
HDFCBANK 2207.00 2274.00 2199.00 2244.00 33.05
ICICIBANK 391.00 399.65 389.90 397.95 5.80
ONGC 117.50 119.40 115.55 118.80 1.65
ADANIPORTS 361.30 365.75 356.65 365.00 3.70
WIPRO 251.50 256.85 251.30 256.10 2.45
LT 1296.00 1314.30 1292.40 1305.10 10.70
COALINDIA 181.05 183.40 179.10 182.35 1.30
INFY 810.75 822.45 810.25 819.90 5.65
KOTAKBANK 1414.10 1438.00 1398.65 1423.90 9.60
YESBANK 58.35 60.30 57.25 59.10 0.35
GAIL 127.00 129.65 125.05 127.50 0.70
HDFC 2091.65 2113.10 2072.70 2099.75 9.85
HEROMOTOCO2562.10 2589.25 2530.25 2568.10 10.65
IBULHSGFIN 447.00 466.00 442.85 456.20 1.65
HINDUNILVR 1847.00 1859.05 1817.30 1847.95 6.10
CIPLA 471.10 475.00 467.05 471.00 1.45
ITC 241.60 244.55 241.30 241.85 0.30
AXISBANK 644.20 653.00 638.60 646.10 0.40
POWERGRID 197.45 199.00 195.30 196.85 -0.20
INFRATEL 249.45 252.45 246.25 248.00 -0.25
BAJFINANCE 3267.00 3274.35 3208.00 3253.90 -4.60
TECHM 705.00 709.75 692.20 703.00 -1.50
ULTRACEMCO 3898.00 3910.65 3832.00 3875.00 -10.55
TCS 2265.00 2270.00 2233.00 2245.20 -6.40
RELIANCE 1200.55 1205.25 1186.05 1202.40 -4.00
GRASIM 698.00 701.90 688.50 693.80 -2.45
BAJAJFINSV 7030.00 7077.00 6950.00 6995.00 -31.30
BAJAJ-AUTO 2774.40 2788.45 2725.00 2737.00 -27.20
EICHERMOT 15805.00 15932.85 15530.00 15620.00 -155.80
ZEEL 362.00 366.00 348.35 356.35 -4.65
M&M 516.00 519.75 503.15 506.00 -9.45
INDUSINDBK 1339.00 1343.95 1296.55 1315.40 -28.55
TITAN 1060.00 1069.00 1025.50 1036.15 -23.50
ASIANPAINT 1579.00 1582.60 1527.80 1537.00 -39.75
TATAMOTORS 112.00 113.00 106.00 109.75 -2.90
BRITANNIA 2710.00 2747.55 2626.00 2626.05 -81.80
SUNPHARMA 424.55 429.45 401.30 426.00 -13.35
MARUTI 6062.00 6076.20 5800.00 5805.20 -244.50
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 25858.55 25893.75 25511.95 25800.55 -33.80
SAIL 30.40 32.50 30.10 32.45 2.00
BIOCON 226.90 232.00 223.05 231.40 6.00
SBILIFE 816.00 830.00 812.00 829.55 18.35
BANKBARODA 91.40 93.70 91.00 93.30 1.85
CONCOR 493.10 505.45 492.00 501.40 9.45
SRTRANSFIN 962.00 987.35 946.00 981.10 18.25
ICICIPRULI 423.30 433.00 417.40 431.55 8.00
BHEL 49.50 50.25 48.55 50.20 0.85
DIVISLAB 1648.00 1671.00 1592.05 1662.20 22.75
UBL 1318.60 1335.50 1290.00 1330.85 16.80
BAJAJHLDNG 3265.00 3312.30 3221.00 3300.00 37.30
OFSS 3050.00 3088.00 3019.00 3088.00 33.95
SIEMENS 1159.90 1171.00 1136.00 1170.55 12.80
INDIGO 1634.00 1652.90 1597.95 1640.85 16.15
HINDZINC 212.95 215.85 210.60 215.20 1.95
LUPIN 738.00 744.80 728.30 742.00 6.50
DMART 1508.00 1530.00 1505.10 1520.60 12.60
PIDILITIND 1351.95 1364.20 1335.05 1359.30 10.65
PETRONET 264.30 266.70 260.55 266.00 1.95
CADILAHC 229.20 231.15 223.20 230.50 1.55
DLF 163.30 166.25 157.45 164.15 0.60
HINDPETRO 255.50 258.45 249.15 257.15 0.35
NIACL 104.25 105.60 103.20 104.25 0.00
COLPAL 1245.00 1251.70 1224.80 1248.10 -0.80
DABUR 443.55 446.80 433.95 442.30 -0.75
MOTHERSUMI 95.00 96.15 93.00 94.75 -0.20
MRF 57801.55 58188.90 57495.05 57650.00 -151.55
HDFCLIFE 539.00 542.80 528.60 535.35 -1.40
BANDHANBNK 457.55 460.00 440.05 453.10 -1.45
L&TFH 91.90 92.70 89.50 91.55 -0.35
NHPC 23.65 23.65 23.40 23.55 -0.10
MARICO 386.10 390.90 376.90 384.05 -1.85
PGHH 10161.20 10186.00 9942.75 10100.00 -57.05
SHREECEM 17826.00 17848.10 17285.70 17701.00 -109.40
ACC 1443.95 1449.00 1423.85 1441.00 -10.30
ABB 1331.35 1340.00 1315.05 1318.00 -11.75
IDEA 5.15 5.20 4.90 5.05 -0.05
AMBUJACEM 193.00 193.00 188.45 191.25 -2.10
NMDC 80.10 80.50 78.60 79.50 -1.00
GICRE 174.55 175.95 169.00 170.30 -2.20
AUROPHARMA 606.00 606.60 588.05 596.25 -8.80
PEL 1973.00 1990.00 1927.55 1940.00 -28.50
PAGEIND 17997.00 18142.90 17509.80 17600.00 -260.15
MCDOWELL-N 621.30 622.85 606.55 611.95 -9.35
HDFCAMC 2640.00 2643.00 2560.10 2590.00 -62.30
HAVELLS 654.00 658.55 627.70 636.55 -16.05
GODREJCP 604.00 604.95 575.00 581.60 -18.15
BOSCHLTD 13974.00 13974.00 13350.00 13370.00 -419.30
ICICIGI 1165.00 1165.00 1125.65 1145.95 -44.00
ASHOKLEY 64.65 64.90 61.15 62.75 -2.60
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Hong Kong's leader on
Wednesday bowed to a

key demand of pro-democra-
cy protesters following three
months of unrest, announcing
the withdrawal of a loathed
extradition bill, but activists
vowed to press on with their
campaign.

Millions of people have
taken to Hong Kong's streets
since June in the biggest chal-
lenge to China's rule of semi-
autonomous Hong Kong since
its handover from the British in
1997.

After refusing for months
to permanently withdraw the
bill, which aimed to allow
extradition of criminal sus-
pects to mainland China, chief
executive Carrie Lam finally
conceded as she called for
calm and an end to violent
protests.

"The government will for-
mally withdraw the bill in
order to fully allay public con-
cerns," she said.

Initial reports in the local
media f lagging Lam's
announcement raised hopes
that giving in to the extradition
demand could help end the cri-

sis. Hong Kong's stock market
climbed nearly four percent in
afternoon trade after the
reports emerged.

But those hopes were
quickly tempered, with pro-
democracy activists voicing
anger and determination to
press on with their broader
democracy campaign.

"Too little, too late," said
Joshua Wong, a prominent
activist who was arrested late
last week as part of a police
swoop on leading pro-democ-

racy figures.
"We urge the world too to

(be) alert (to) this tactic and not
to be deceived by HK and
Beijing Govt. They have con-
ceded nothing in fact, and a
full-scale clampdown is on the
way." 

The protests were sparked
by opposition to Lam's extra-
dition legislation, which was
seen as another erosion of the
liberties enjoyed in Hong Kong
compared with authoritarian
mainland China.
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Prime Minister Boris
Johnson headed into a fresh

Brexit showdown in parlia-
ment on Wednesday after being
dealt a stinging defeat over his
promise to get Britain out of the
EU at any cost next month.

The Conservative leader
said he wanted an early gener-
al election on October 15 if
lawmakers vote against him
again on Wednesday and force
him to seek a three-month
Brexit extension from Brussels
with a new law.

"I will never allow that,"
Johnson said, calling the draft
law a "surrender bill".

Johnson argues that his
threat to take Britain out of the
EU with or without a divorce
deal on October 31 will even-
tually force the bloc's 27 other
leaders to agree better terms.

His critics counter that
Johnson is playing with fire
because of the economic dam-
age such a breakup could cause
after almost half a century of
close ties with Britain's closest
neighbours.

The European
Commission also on
Wednesday said the risk of a
no-deal Brexit had increased,
warning that it saw no alter-
native to the current with-
drawal deal.
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Weakening slightly but still
packing a powerful

punch, Hurricane Dorian
churned along the southeastern
coast of the United States on
Tuesday as the storm's death
toll in the Bahamas rose to
seven.

Bahamas Prime Minister
Hubert Minnis termed Dorian
"one of the greatest national
crises in our country's history,"
announcing the updated toll
and saying that it would likely
rise further.

"We can expect more
deaths to be recorded— this is
just preliminary information,"
Minnis told journalists.

As the storm moved away
from the Bahamas, more
accounts of the suffering it
inflicted began to emerge.

Water "came over the roof.
I would imagine 21 feet (six
meters) at least. We were doing

all right until the water kept
coming up and all the appli-
ances were going around the
house like a washing machine,"
crab fisherman Howard
Armstrong told CNN.

"My poor little wife got
hypothermia and she was
standing on top of the kitchen
cabinets until they disintegrat-
ed... I kept with her and she just
drowned on me," said
Armstrong, who eventually
made it to his boat.

Aerial footage of Great
Abaco Island in the Bahamas
broadcast by CNN showed
scenes of catastrophic damage,
with hundreds of homes miss-
ing roofs, overturned cars,
widespread flooding and debris
strewn all over.

"Parts of Abaco are deci-
mated. There's severe flooding,
there's severe damage to
homes, businesses, other build-
ings and infrastructure," said
Minnis.
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President Hassan
Rouhani said

Wednesday that Iran
will announce a new
step in scaling back its

nuclear commit-
ments within
two days despite
a diplomatic
push for relief
from US sanc-
tions.

"I don't think that... We will
reach a deal so we'll take the
third step and we will
announce the details today or
tomorrow," Rouhani was quot-
ed as saying on the presidency
website. 
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Asenior European source
poured cold water

Wednesday on Prime
Minister Boris Johnson's
hopes of negotiating a new
Brexit agreement with EU
leaders next month before
Britain leaves the bloc.

Amid political chaos in
London, Johnson has sug-
gested that he could seek a
new or revised withdrawal
agreement when he attends
the October 17 and 18
European Council leaders'
summit in Brussels.
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The United States on
Wednesday imposed sanc-

tions on a shipping network it
said was run by Iran's
Revolutionary Guards, saying
it sold millions of barrels of oil
to benefit Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad.

The sanctions on 16 
entities, 10 people and 11 
vessels were announced just 
as Iran was threatening to 
cut further its commitments
under a nuclear deal unless 
the United States eases its pres-
sure.

The Treasury Department
said that the Qods Force, a 
unit of the elite 
Revolutionary Guards respon-
sible for external operations,
had backed both Assad and its
Lebanese ally Hezbollah
through crude oil shipments,
mostly to Syria.
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People often typecast her as the ‘girl
next door’ or the ‘Punchnama

lead’ but actor Nushrat Bharucha is
much more than just the image that
her films have created. For her, gen-
res of the films don’t matter as long
as the content is good and “fun to
work on.”

After her roles as Neha in Pyaar
ka Punchnama, Chiku in Pyaar ka
Punchnama 2, Vani in AkashVani or
the sly Sweety from Sonu Ke Titu Ki
Sweety, the actor is all set for Raaj
Shandilyaa’s next Dream Girl, oppo-
site National Award-winner
Ayushmann Khurrana. The story
revolves around a guy (played by
Ayushmann), who plays Radha and
Sita in ramlilas, and later works at a
call centre, speaking to people in a
woman’s voice and is known as Puja
among the locals. Dolly (played by
Nushrat) grows suspicious of Puja
and assumes that she is the other
woman in his life besides her. “I don’t
know the alter life that he is living or
who Puja is. My character is constant-
ly trying to know who she is. I am
possessive about my boyfriend and
trying to understand what he’s going
through in his life and whether there
is another woman in his life apart
from me,” she tells us.

The film’s trailer, which has been
making waves since it first released,
makes one curious about what will
happen. Nushrat says, “I think it’s the
best part about the film that it keeps
you going till the end, keeps you
engaged throughout and makes you
want to know more.”

In one of the scenes in the trail-

er, we see Ayushmann playing
Draupadi from Mahabharata, and
during the time of cheer haran or the
unveiling of Draupadi in the court,
he shouts, ‘Mahabharata ke time par
agar #MeToo hota, toh sabse pehle tum
sab andar jaate. (If there was #MeToo
during the time of Mahabharata, you
all would have been the first ones to
be jailed.)’ 

Nushrat says that the film also
portrays a woman’s point of view
through a man and in turn, explains
to him as well what her world is by
putting him in her shoes. “It’s inter-
dependent and also refreshing
because it’s trying to say something
important with comedy. I think if you
say something that’s serious, people
may just get bored and consider walk-
ing out of the theatres. With come-
dy, it somewhere hits home and also
makes them laugh because they con-
nect more. That’s the zest actually and
motto of life. Nobody wants to get the
gyaan and be taught about some-
thing. Explaining them the same
thing through comedy makes it eas-
ier for them to think about it. They
take the jokes and the concept home,”
she says.

This is not the first time that we
have seen a man dubbing in a
woman’s voice or wearing a saree to
act like her. Govinda (Aunty No. 1)
and Kamal Haasan (Chachi 420)are
examples. However, talking about
the actresses who starred in these
films , Nushrat relates her charac-
ter to them as well. “This is a typ-
ical commercial Bollywood masala
film and my role is exactly like that
of Karishma (Kapoor) and Raveena
(Tandon) and what they did with
these actors. They were the love
interests and danced on great songs
and did some comedy too, with
Govinda. Here too, Ayushmann is
in the middle of these bunch of
other characters and about how life
gets jumbled up,” she says and laughs.
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From changing roles as a mentor to
a guide and to a friend, a teacher
plays an important role in shaping

the life of a child. There are some films
which have walked around the relation-
ship of a teacher and a student giving an
insight into how a teacher is so much
more than just a “knowledge-giver”.
They inspire you in a million ways to
bring that extraordinary element alive or
might make you understand the realities
of life over a moral science lecture.

��	�#��������
The film describes an emotional

journey of two teachers whose passion
and love for teaching bonds them in a spe-
cial relationship with their students. It
speaks out loud about different issues of
the education system. There is conflict
between teachers and management when
it decides to pass on the chairman’s wand
to an ambitious lady. Generally teachers
follow orders from the management but
here it pushes their role. They give core
importance to the students over every-
thing. In the present system, the empha-
sis is on bookish learning and the excel-
lence of a student is calibrated by conduct-
ing written tests and interviews. Chalk n
Duster subtly touches upon these issues
and steps forward with an attempt to bring
some change. 
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The film revolves around an enigmat-

ic and unconventional teacher, John
Keating (Robin Williams) who turns the
lives of his students upside down. It
revolves around the theme of contemplat-
ing life from a different perspective. The
teacher uses unorthodox methods to
reach out to his students, who face enor-
mous pressures from their parents and the
school. With Keating’s help, students
Neil Perry, Todd Anderson and others
learn to break out of their shells and pur-
sue their dreams. He inspires his students
to look at poetry with a different perspec-
tive of authentic knowledge and feelings. 
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The film revolves around a young

teacher who inspires her class to learn tol-
erance, use their potential to the fullest
and pursue education beyond high school.
As the year goes along, she explores dif-
ferent dynamics and projects to show her
students that they are capable of touch-
ing the sky. Therefore, she asks them to
write about their lives and what they want
their teacher to know about them, in a
notebook. Through this, she wants each
of them to reach their goals and make
them believe in themselves no matter
what situation they will face throughout
their lives. During the course, the teacher
faces various obstacles but that did not put
her down as she was firm enough to bring
a change in her students life.

������	���
Teacher Francois Marin and his col-

leagues teach at a racially mixed high

school and discuss about their perspec-
tives with respect to students, both
good and bad. They collectively want
to inspire their students, but each
teacher is an individual who will do
things in his or her own way to achieve
the results they desire. They also have
various viewpoints on the students, and
how best to praise and discipline
them. The administration of the school
tries to be as fair as possible, which
includes having student representatives
sit on the student evaluation commit-
tee. 
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This is a story about the transfor-

mation and redemption of students
through the power of writing and
reading. Rob Brown plays Jamal, a
young African-American male who has
won a scholarship to a prestigious prep
school. He has got the brains to go, but
he also is a fantastic basketball player.
When he meets up with Mr Forrester,
an eccentric old man who lives alone
as a hermit, he finds a surprisingly kin-
dred spirit. The two develop a relation-
ship that benefits both of them, as the
teacher eventually learns from his stu-
dent and a young writing prodigy finds
a mentor in a reclusive author.
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Mark Thackeray, an immigrant to

Britain from British Guiana via
California, is offered a teaching post at
North Quay Secondary School in the
tough East End of London. Thackeray
learns from the staff that most pupils
have been rejected from other schools
and their antics drove their last teacher
to resign. The pupils live up to their rep-
utation and their antics progress from
disruptive behavior to distasteful
pranks. Thackeray retains his calm
manner but a turning point comes when
he becomes very angry and then
changes his approach. He informs the
students that he will treat them as adults
and allow them to discuss issues of their
own choosing for the remainder of the
term. Thackeray gradually wins the class
over. 
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While most teacher-student films

are biased in favour of men where both
the students as well as the teacher who
turns their life around is a male, this is
certainly the exception. In 1953,
Katherine Ann Watson (Julia Roberts),
a 30-year-old graduate student in the
department of Art History at UCLA and
Oakland State, takes a position teach-

ing “History of Art” at Wellesley
College, a conservative women's private
liberal arts college in Massachusetts. At
her first class, Katherine discovers that
her students have already memorised
the entire textbook and syllabus, so she
uses the classes to introduce them to
Modern Art and encourages discussion
about topics such as what makes good
art. Katherine comes to know her stu-
dents and seeks to inspire them to
achieve more than marriage to eligible
young men.
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The film revolves around the story

of a teacher who turns her most daunt-
ing weakness into her biggest strength.
She suffers from Tourette Syndrome
and lands up with her dream job as a
teacher in an elite schools. She realises
that the class she has been assigned to
comprises underprivileged students
who are defiant and impish. Despite fac-
ing a few problems initially, she ensures
that her students realise their true
potential and defy all the odds. A
believer, a motivator and an inspiration,
Naina Mathur (Rani Mukherji) is hands
down one of the best teachers seen in
Bollywood films. Her challenges and
struggles to make these children win-

ners in their lives which defines the role
of a true teacher.  

�		����	�	
The film depicts the story of one

who leads other teachers and students
to revolt against the school management.
During the course, it shows the friend-
ly relationship between the teacher and
students and stresses on how tyranny-
free environment is crucial for the
development of a child. The messages
are relevant and mirror some unpalat-
able truths of our society — the state of
teachers in our country and how poor-
ly rewarded they are. It also shows that
the modern infrastructure in schools
doesn’t necessarily mean progressive
thought.
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It is a story of a child who suffers

from dyslexia, because of which he is
unable to cope with his routinely activ-
ities, during his early childhood. His life
changes when his teacher (Aamir Khan),
explains the problem to the child’s par-
ents and gradually puts in efforts to
improve his life. His world is filled with
wonders that no one else seems to appre-
ciate but with the efforts of the teacher,
people and especially his parents do.

Sunny Deol feels just learning dance and build-
ing muscles doesn't make you an actor. Acting

is a lot more than that. “Acting is not an easy pro-
fession. Although you don’t need certificates to
enter this profession, you need to have the art (of
acting) within you. These days, people build bod-
ies and learn dancing. Those, however, are just part
of your skills — that’s not acting. Acting is about
determination, it is a dream and you have to be
really passionate about films. Only then can you
start enacting,” the National Award-winning
said.  

“Only having talent is not enough, you
should be strong as a human being, learn to face
the difficulties, and move ahead with honesty. That
is important,” added Sunny, who impressed the
nation with his acting skills in Ghayal, Damini,
Gadar: Ek Prem Katha, Border among other films.

The Ghayal Once Again director is returning
to direction with the romantic film Pal Pal Dil Ke
Paas, which also serves as a launchpad for his son

Karan Deol. As the release date
is nearing, the 62-year-old
actor admits being nervous
about whether the audience
will like his son or not.

“It’s a mixed feeling. I am
happy that D-day is here,

because we have been
working on the

film for quite
some time. As a
father, I am
also nervous,
though I am
glad that peo-
ple have liked

the teaser.
That has
reduced my
nervousness a

bit,” he said.
Directed by

Sunny Deol, Pal
Pal Dil Ke Paas hits

the theatres on
September 20. The film
stars debutants Karan
Deol and Sahher
Bambba.
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Amrita Institute of Medical Sciences
(Amrita Hospital), based in Kochi,
Kerala, is recognised as one of the

premier hospitals in South Asia.
Construction of the new branch of the hos-
pital is in full-swing at Greater Faridabad.
When it will be up and running, the place
would have 2,400 beds, making it the
largest in the country and perhaps, even
in Asia. 

Sitting in his office at the sprawling
construction site, Brahmachari Nijamrita
Chaitanya Swamiji, who is the head of the
hospital and Matathipathi of Mata
Amritanandamayi Math Delhi Ashram
says, “The hospital has been under con-
struction since two years and nine months.
We have taken inspiration from a number
of international hospitals including Mayo
Clinic. Contributions have poured in
from all over the world as have people who
want to work at this facility.” 

He does not like the use of the word
property when referring to the hospital and
points out that “it doesn’t belong to me
rather it is being constructed to meet the
needs of people.” 

To this end, the hospital’s extensive
infrastructure offers facilities comprising
28 modern operating theatres, 275 well-
equipped intensive-care beds, a fully com-
puterised and networked Hospital
Information System (HIS), a fully digital
radiology department, 17 NABL accred-
ited clinical laboratories and 24/7 telemed-
icine service. 

“We will have 54 specialities here and
a medical college as well as a research cen-
tre attached to it. The prices will be rea-
sonable. The head of the research institute
is from AIIMS. It is not only about exist-
ing cutting-edge technology but it needs
to be futuristic too. There is research going
on in the department on brain tumour. A
mesh which is planted in the brain post
operation which keeps on releasing a med-
icine originally costs �8 lakh but we are
working to make it under �1 lakh or
maybe as cheap as �20,000. This will last
for two years while the existing one lasts
for six months,” says he.

The hospital will have the latest in the
facilities. This includes Da Vinci Surgical
Robotic System (ROSA), the latest gener-
ation in robotic neurosurgery assistance,
the Mako Robotic-Arm Assisted
Technology, which is transforming the way
joint replacement surgeries are being per-

formed; a CyberKnife M6 and
Tomotherapy for the most precise radio-
therapy available today, the GE Voluson
E10 4D ultrasound system for spectacu-
lar 2D and 3D/4D images, a Philips 256
slice iCT scanner, a PET-3Tesla MRI
scanner, which is extremely useful for early
detection of cancer and the Digital
Pathology Solution, a virtual microscope
which digitises lab slides, which more
accurately help clinicians in better, faster,
cheaper diagnosis and prediction of dis-
eases.

So what are the things that he would
like to be incorporated in this branch?
“Generally in the West, there is a thought
that the doctor’s time is more valuable. We
studied a lot. So all the departments are
set up floor wise. It is not multiple depart-
ments on a particular floor rather one sin-
gle department is big enough to cover a
single floor. Or there might be couple of
related departments on each of the floor.
There are about 80 lifts in this building and
about 150 lifts in the whole campus.
Everything related to one particular
department is done on the same floor from
diagnostics to surgeries. Everybody is
availing the same diagnostics. It’s not just
a mere hospital but an academic one. This
is the first campus which has been planned
from end to end. We will expand things
according to out needs. Right now, it has
a capacity of 2,400 beds, including ICU.
With further capacity to expand to 300
more beds,” says Swami ji.

As per the wishes of Mata
Amritanandamayi, the founder and chair-
man of the Mata Amritanandamayi Math,
the hospital will also have a strong focus
on mother-and-child healthcare. “It will
include a highly specialised multidiscipli-
nary wing with maternal and foetal med-

icine and all pediatric subspecialties,
including pediatric cardiology, heart
surgery and transplantation, rheumatology,
endocrinology, pulmonology, neuro-
sciences, pediatric genetics, gastroen-
terology, pediatric orthopaedics and pedi-
atric and foetal surgery. Three hundred
beds are allotted to it,” says he. 

The hospital will have both private
rooms as well as wards. “The well-off will
pay for the treatment of the poorer sections
of the society. But even then, though we
are yet to work out the costs, it will be
cheaper than the other hospitals. Each
ward will have four-six beds and not more.
But there will be no compromising on the
quality of facilities that are offered. Both
the patients who pay and those who don’t
get access to the same diagnostics and
healthcare here.”

A medical college will be attached to
the hospital and at the research facilities,
the doctors as well as the students can
make use of the facilities to learn more.
“There will be simulators like the way
pilots are trained. There will be lifelike
mannequins on which they can train on.”

The math already has experience in
running a hospital, and really well at that.
The one in Kerala is rated as one of the top
five hospitals in the country as it has cut-
ting edge technologies and is extensively
research-based. There are many proce-
dures like hand transplant, which nobody
has attempted in the country. “We even
took out an embryo, restored its heartbeat
and placed it back in the womb,” he says.
Not surprisingly, anyone who plans to set
up a hospital in Kerala treats this one as
a model. Despite the facilities, the costs

continue to be the lowest. “Even places like
Medanta have come to train with us,” he
says.

But when one asks what are  the learn-
ings that they have carried forward,
Swamiji smiles and says, “A whole list of
what not to do. We are building on them.
The older hospital was need-based and we
kept on adding to it as as and when we felt
a need to expand. In this, we have planned
out the entire operation in detail and built
it accordingly.”

Swamiji further tells us about the Mata
Amritanandamayi Math Delhi ashram. He
says that the it is not a service organisa-
tion. “People come here in search of truth
and nothing else — who am I, what is the
essence of my existence and why I am here.
In the ashram, amma (Mata
Amritanandamayi) meets everyone per-
sonally and they tell their troubles to her.
She has seen people surviving the tough
phases of life. People from across India and
abroad flock here to have amma’s darshan.
She listens to their worries, consoles,
encourages and provides new direction to
their lives. ‘Children, this ashram exists for
the world, it belongs to you, to all the peo-
ple who come here’, says amma.

Amma’s programmes are multi-faceted
with several goals — to help the needy, to
bring in modern technology and to inspire
compassion and a sense of oneness with
our fellow human beings, whatever their
background may be. She teaches that self-
less service with compassion is the foun-
dation of all other spiritual practices. She
upholds the ancient tradition of charity,
where caring for others is the process
through which the character of everyone
involved is purified. This spiritually
inspired approach lends beauty and charm
to social welfare. Amma’s children man-

age her projects with the faith that they will
be transformed through their service to
love.

“People might think we do everything
for money but that is not true. The
amount of effort that goes into this is 100
times. In every project we ensure that the
money is utilised optimally as it is people’s
money,” says Swami ji.

In providing vocational education,
start-up capital, marketing assistance and
access to micro-credit loans and microsav-
ings accounts from government-regulat-
ed banks, the ashram is working to equip
unemployed and economically vulnerable
women with the skills and means to set up
small-scale, cottage-industry businesses. 

“There are many activities that goes on
here. In order to financially empower rural
villagers, the ashram is providing training
in tailoring, organic-crop production,
sandal-making and other vocations as well
as helping villagers to form and maintain
cooperative businesses. We have a concept
called live in laps, in which the students
of the medical college have to go to some
villages and spend time there to under-
stand the problems of rural people. The
students from abroad also live in the vil-
lages. We have adopted about 60-70 vil-
lages and we have plans to reach 100. We
have taken up all the initiatives from train-
ing in the villages to vocational teaching,
water, electricity and installation of filters
due to solar panel technology at many
places. The process of making toilets is in
process all over the country. We train the
villagers in certain activities. For instance,
we help them at plumbing, not just
through direct teaching but we use robot-
ics and mechanical studies. They see the
process of plumbing virtually on comput-
ers. They are taught how to understand
and analyse the pressure and how to lessen
or increase it accordingly. The visuals on
the screen helps them to understand the
process better. In this, a special focus has
been placed on women where they are
making not just their own toilets but that
of the others too. This also generates
employment.”

“Basically, I’d say, we are not an insti-
tution with an agenda. We try to find solu-
tions to everything. When we see Mother
Nature as the embodiment of God, we will
automatically serve and protect her. This
is what amma believes. We also do take
care of the environment as well,” adds he. 

The value of all unauthorised prop-
erties of the development author-

ities of Uttar Pradesh will come
down.

In this regard, Principal Secretary
Housing has sought written sugges-
tions from the heads of all develop-
ment authorities of the state to reduce
the prices and how to sell the undis-
tributed property. According to an
estimate, the assets of the authorities
can be reduced by 30 to 35 percent. 

With regard to reducing the cast
of the property, it is said that the per-
centage of loan that the authority takes
from the financial institutions will
reduce it. Authorities currently calcu-
late a higher percentage of interest.

GDA VC said that now sugges-
tions will be sent to the Ghaziabad
Development Authority for gover-
nance. He added that the intention of

the government behind seeking sug-
gestions is to form a common policy
in the entire state.

The secretary of New Delhi
Municipal Council

(NDMC), Rashmi Singh while
reviewing the status of preven-
tion and control of Vector Borne
Disease in NDMC area, said,
“With the sustained efforts being
made by our health department
with respect to prevention and
control of dengue and other vec-
tor borne diseases, the number
of cases have decreased consid-
erably in comparison to the last
two years.”  

She further said that as per
the comparative report of three
years on vector borne diseases,
the numbers of cases registered
for dengue this year are three
which are considerably less than
the previous two years wherein
figures were 61 in 2017 and nine
in 2018.

As far as the cases of malar-
ia and chikunguniya are con-
cerned, this year the number of
malaria cases are 24, while only
one case of chikunguniya has
been reported in comparison to
the last year. During  2017,
there were 291 challans, while
this year only 74 challans have
been issued.

Uttarakhand Tourism was
awarded with the Best

State-Adventure Tourism award
at the South Asia Travel Awards
event on Friday.  

The award was received by
Poonam Chand, joint director,
Uttarakhand Tourism from
Prahlad Singh Patel, minister of
state for tourism and culture. He
expressed his happiness over the
same. Zurab Pololikashvili, sec-
retary general, Unites Nation
World Tourism Organisation in
his video message said that
this will act as a great incentive
for the significant contribu-
tions made for the promotion of
tourism in South Asia.

Greece was the official
partner for the event.

Ambassadors and officials from
various countries, Vinod
Zutshi, former secratory
tourism, Sreya Guha, principle
secretary, Rajasthan tourism,

Pravin Kumar, secretary
tourism, Andhra Pradesh and
Tamil Nadu and various repre-
sentatives from travel fraterni-
ty graced the occasion.

There is a good news for the lit-
tle masters of the metropolis.

The toy company — Toys RC has
set up a jaffrage club for children
at the Mahagun Metro Mall in the
city. 

Under this the club celebrates
birthday parties and attractive
games. For this, children will have
to register the month of birth with
their parents. On this occasion,
Mahagun group director Dheeraj
Jain told that this is the  first store
in North India. He inaugurated the
store along with a small girl.

Fun programmes and perfor-
mances were organised. The chil-
dren also featured pictures of
mickey, power puff girls, donald
duck, tom and jerry and many
favourite cartoons. 

The introduction of Land Pooling
Policy of the DDA aims to create a new

paradigm for the urban development in
Delhi. The policy was notified in October
2018. With the encouraging response
received in expressing participation on
DDA portal, the land owners in the 95 vil-
lages are coming forward to partner with
DDA. There has been phenomenal rise in

area of land pooled in the last two
months and it is expected that sectors in
zone-N (near Bawana) and P-II (near
Alipur) will soon become eligible for devel-
opment under the Policy.

The area of land pooled has increased
from 965 hectares on July 1 to 5,028
hectares on August 30. DDA has taken up
an extensive public outreach programme

to educate and spread awareness. A
multi-pronged approach was adopted for
the same through field camps, advertise-
ments in newspapers, public notices and
brochures, which has received a positive
response and number of registrations
under the policy has increased. The pol-
icy was launched on February 5 and will
remain open till September 6. 
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Paavan Chintan Dhara
Charitable Trust

(ashram) was founded by
Shriguru Pawan ji on
February 17, 2010. It is an
organisation devoted to the
promotion and publicity of
functional spirituality, ser-
vice to the nation and
knowledge of India.

In the last nine years, the
ashram has contributed in
the field of education, devel-
opment of both mind and
body of children, personal-
ity development, environ-
ment, social equality, under-
standing of the scriptures,
and meditation techniques.

A very important project
of the ashram is — Youth
Awakening Mission (YAM)
whose objective is to instill

confidence, will power,
knowledge, and develop
skills, logic, values, leader-
ship qualities and patriotism
among the youth. Under
this project, youth between
the ages of 18-40 years are
given training. The ashram

organises classes for YAM
youths for free 

The youth is also given
a duty under the
Rishikulshala project whose
slogan is — “Educate India
Rebuild Nation”. The project
also allows youth to teach

the children from the mar-
ginalised section of the soci-
ety so that they can become
a part of mainstream society.  

10 centres of this project
are already operational in
Delhi, Ghaziabad, Meerut,
Mumbai and more are in the
process of being opened
shortly.

The ashram is celebrat-
ing it’s ninth gyan utsav this
year and has organised a
programme — National
Youth Summit. The
President, Ram Nath Kovind
will be inaugurating the
function on September 7 at
Vigyan Bhavan in the city,
and the closing ceremony
will be done by Rajnath
Singh on September 8 at
ALT center.

Assam rifles ESM rally was conducted
on Tuesday at Kathmandu to honour

and commemorate the sacrifices of the
Nepal domiciled Indian pensioners. Over
500 ESM, veer naris, other ladies and
dependents attended the event which was
presided over by the director general
assam rifles, lieutenant general Sukhdeep
Sangwan, SM** and Sangeeta Sangwan,
president, Assam Rifles Wives Welfare
Association (ARWWA). Others included
brigadier Amitabh Roy, vrc, SM**, brig
(pers), col Basnet from records, comdt Biju
Dir ARESA and col Avaneesh Chambial,
SM, defense attache to Nepal. 

The DG Assam Rifles felicitated gal-
lantry awardees, war veterans, veer naris,
other ladies and disabled ESM. Sangeeta
interacted with them and enquired about
their well being. They also expressed their
heartfelt gratitude to Assam Rifles for tak-
ing good care of the Ex-Servicemen frater-
nity.

Department of Women and
Child Development, of the

city organised a poshan rally to
launch poshan maah under
poshan abhiyaan on Tuesday.

Director of DWCD, SB
Shashank, inaugurated the rally
at Bal Sadan, Timarpur, and
highlighted the importance of
panch sutra of poshan maah to
mobilise the community. The
event was attended by 300 peo-
ple. During the ceremony, the
state and district officials, field
functionaries and swasth bharat

preraks took an oath to stay
committed in working towards
malnutrition-free India. 

The director addressed the
audience to appreciate the hard
work of field functionaries. He
emphasised on the need to
reach out to maximum benefi-
ciaries and mobilise the com-
munity during the month to
take the event forward.
Anganwadi workers enthusias-
tically performed a welcome
song, nukkad natak and
qawwali. 

Life Insurance Corporation
of India (LIC) entered 64th

year of its incorporation on
Sunday. It has played a signif-
icant role in spreading the
message of life insurance
among the masses and mobil-
isation of people’s money for
their welfare. 

In this journey, LIC has
crossed many milestones and
has set good performance
records in various aspects of life
insurance business. In its 63
years of existence, it has grown
in terms of its customer base,
agency network, branch office
network, new business premi-
um.

LIC has been embraced
technology from the nascent
stage. It is continuing its jour-
ney by reaping the benefits of
technology to become cus-
tomer-centric, to improve pric-
ing and to create operational
efficiencies. It has a strong
online presence and has pro-
vided digital platform for new

business and servicing opera-
tions to both internal and
external customers. 

The focus of the corpora-
tion is to enhance the e-pres-
ence and e-delivery capabilities
and to transform existing enter-
prise IT systems in sync with
the expectation of the users. It
is also issuing e-policy along
with physical policy document. 

LIC has revamped its por-
tal system with latest techno-
logical platforms to enhance
digital experience and provide

online services. Various options
are available — product infor-
mation, downloading plan
brochures , premium calcula-
tor, apply for policy, LIC office
locator, policy self servicing
options like Policy Information,
online premium payments,
advance premium payments,
revivals, online loan request,
loan repayments, ULIP state-
ment, grievance redressal etc. 

It also offers life insurance
protection under group policies
to people below poverty line at

subsidised rates under social
security group schemes like
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti
Bima Yojana (PMJJBY) and
Aam Admi Bima Yojana
(AABY). These schemes pro-
vide life insurance protection to
the persons living below pover-
ty line and marginally above
poverty line.

LIC won 25 Awards in the
year 2018-19 including golden
peacock award for National
Training and Readers Digest
awards. 
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Shikhar Dhawan's fluency
stood out before rain

pushed the fourth unofficial
ODI between India ‘A’ and
South Africa ‘A’ to Thursday.

With nine wickets in
hand, the hosts will look to
knock off  the 137 runs
required in 17.2 overs for
their fourth successive win.

India 'A' were 56 for 1 in
7.4 overs with Dhawan (34)
and Prashant Chopra (6) at
the crease when the skies
opened up. 

The India opener struck
six boundaries during his 21-
ball unbeaten knock.

After a stuttering start,
Dhawan found his touch and
hit some superb shots through
the off-side.

Earlier, sent in to bat by
the home team captain
Shreyas Iyer, South Africa 'A'
made 137 for one in 25 overs
in a rain-affected game.

After play started late,
heavy showers forced the play-
ers indoors with the visitors at
108 for one in 22 overs.

The game was then
reduced to a 25 overs-a-side
affair and SA ‘A’ added 29
more runs. The revised target
for India A was 193 in 25
overs.

Heinrich Klaasen's (21)
late assault  and Reeza
Hendricks (60) helped the
visiting team to finish with a
flourish.

The big-hitting Klaasen
hit Ishan Porel for two consec-
utive sixes in the penultimate
over and looked good for
more.

However, Tushar Deshpande
bowled a dream final over, with
five consecutive dot balls to
Klaasen.

Matthew Breetzke (25)
and Hendricks provided a
bright start, hitting some love-
ly shots. Breetzke hit a superb
six over covers off Deshpande,
which stood out.

India ‘A’ lead the five-
match ODI series 3-0.

The seventh season of the Pro Kabaddi League has been
fantastic for the Haryana Steelers. The team has gelled

well during the course of the tournament and the results
are there to be seen. We didn't get off to a great start, but
it has been very heartening to see the way we have bounced
back. We never got bogged down with our situation in the
standings and continued to improve on our game after every
match.

The youngsters such as Vinay and Sunil have been a
major powerhouse for us. The young players bought by
Haryana Steelers this season have been incredible. There are
many young stars who are rising in the Pro Kabaddi League.
We strategized well during the auctions and the players have
responded during the league. Vinay has carried out some
stupendous raids and Sunil has been the best defender for
Haryana along with our captain Dharmaraj Cheralathan.
Sunil has scored 23 points in 9 matches while Dharmaraj
has notched 23 points in 11 matches.

All the youngsters have played their part according to
the role for which our team acquired the players. They have
adhered to their responsibilities. All the pressure of the team
is taken by the senior players so that the youngsters can play
with a free mind and pick up crucial points for the side. They
have executed each plan made for them brilliantly. We can
make plans, but the execution is the key for any team. And
the youngsters have stepped up to the plate on most occa-
sions throughout the season.

All the Haryana players are tackling each and every sit-
uation like a family. Whenever the young guns want to
improve on something, they go and ask the senior players
for help. They are getting a chance to learn new techniques
from the senior players and they are also motivated to per-
form each time they step on the mat.

The Pro Kabaddi League is a great platform for all
youngsters. They have got recognition due to the compe-
tition. If they ustilise the opportunities at the right age, then
they set a good platform for their careers in kabaddi. Going
forward, they can have achieve their goals for their PKL team
and brings laurels to the country as well.

I have improved a lot throughout the season. With each
match, I have worked on a certain areas after analyzing my
mistakes. It's been great to play with an experienced play-
er like Dharmaraj Cheralathan. He has played from the first
season of PKL and the experience he has shared with us has
been very valuable. It's good for the team that we have a
leader like Dharmaraj, who motivates us and helps us
immensely while working out strategies.

The team has been playing well this season, but we have
to perform even better. I have had a great time being part
of this team. The side's atmosphere is fantastic and we hope
to keep improving on our game as the season progresses.

(The writer plays as defender, right cover for Haryana
Steelers in Pro Kabaddi League season 7)
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Australia star Steve Smith
looked like he had never
been away as he marked

his first Test since suffering
concussion with a fourth fifty
in as many innings against
England this Ashes series at
Old Trafford on Wednesday.

Smith, a shining light for
the tourists on a dull day in

Manchester, was 60 not out in
an Australia total of 170-3 at
stumps on the rain-marred
first day of the fourth Test
where only 44 overs of a sched-
uled 90 were bowled.

This was Smith's eighth
succesive Test fifty against
England -- a run that started
during Australia's 4-0 home
series win in 2017/18 -- with
the 30-year-old extending his
own Ashes record.

The star batsman had
come in with Australia strug-
gling at 28-2 after an early dou-
ble strike by Stuart Broad, who

had 2-35 from 10 overs at the
close.

But together with Marnus
Labuschagne, whose 67 was his
fourth successive Test fifty
since replacing Smith as a con-
cussion substitute, the former
Australia captain added 116 in
33 overs for the third wicket.

Smith missed England's
dramatic one-wicket win in the
third Test at Headingley that
levelled this five-match series
at 1-1 after being felled by a
bouncer from paceman Jofra
Archer during the drawn sec-
ond Test at Lord's.

Tim Paine, Smith's succes-
sor as Australia captain, took
the decision to bat first after
winning the toss, even though
both top orders have struggled
this series.

- Broad snares Warner
again -

But just four balls into the
innings Broad, again leading
England's attack in the absence
of regular new-ball partner
James Anderson, had Warner
caught behind for nought as he

tried to withdraw his bat.
It was the fifth time Broad

had snared Warner this series.
Marcus Harris had kept his

place alongside Warner after
Australia dropped the strug-
gling Usman Khawaja but the
left-hander fell for 13 when
Broad trapped him lbw from
around the wicket with a ball
that nipped back.

Harris's exit brought Smith
to the crease for his first Test
innings since Lord's, where he
made 92 despite being struck
by Archer.

Smith, who had scored 144
and 142 in Australia's 251-run
win in the series opener at
Edgbaston -- his first Test
since a 12-month ball-tam-
pering ban -- got off the mark
fifth ball by expertly driving
Archer through extra-cover
for four.

All-rounder Ben Stokes --
whose 135 not out at
Headingley saw England to an
improbable win -- cut one back
sharply to Labuschagne but a
review of Marais Erasmus's not

out lbw decision was umpire's
call.

Australia were 98-2 at
lunch, with rain then stopping
play for more than two hours
before Labuschagne completed
an 88-ball fifty.

Smith then played one of
the shots of an increasingly
windy day, with the bails being
repeatedly blown from the top
of the stumps, when he drove
Broad down the ground for
four.

Smith reached his fifty with
his seventh four in 81 balls
when he ended up on his knees
following an extravagant cover-
drive off Stokes.

Labuschagne, however, was
eventually bowled by a nip-
back ball from seamer Craig
Overton, the only change to
England's side, having faced
128 balls including 10 fours.

Travis Head survived sev-
eral close calls, including a
Stokes review for lbw, to reach
a rescheduled tea on 18 not out
and further rain during the
interval ended play for the day.
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India will again look up to the talisman-
ic Sunil Chhetri when they open their

2022 FIFA World Cup Qualifiers against
Oman here today in coach Igor Stimac’s
biggest test so far.

A member of the Croatian team that
reached the semifinals of the 1998 World
Cup, Stimac is undoubtedly one of the
most high-profile names to have man-
aged India, but the start hasn’t been
impressive.

A third-place finish in the King’s Cup
in Thailand was followed by an uninspir-
ing outing in the Intercontinental Cup at
home where Stimac experimented.

The task is only going to get tougher
in the coming months and the Croat is
aware of the challenges facing his cur-
rently 103-ranked side.

He has acknowledged that Oman,
along with Qatar, are the two strong
favourites in the group.

“Realistically, Qatar and Oman are
the favourites in our group. We have
never won an official (World Cup qual-
ifying) match against either of them. So

it’s not going to be easy at all. In
Guwahati we are going to give everything
on the pitch, aiming to win it,” Stimac
said.

Being clubbed with 2022 World
Cup hosts in the Asian qualifiers second
round helps as a second-place finish
behind Qatar will see India in the third
qualifying round.

That is why the two home and away
matches against the 87-ranked side,
starting with the one at the Indira
Gandhi Athletic Stadium, assume signif-
icance.

The hosts were dealt a blow days
before the opening match with young
mid-fielder Amarjit Singh Kiyam being
ruled out due to an injury.

The 18-year-old, who captained
India in the U-17 World Cup at home
two years ago, was the only player who
featured in all five matches since Stimac’s
appointment.

His absence in front of the defence,
where Sandesh Jhingan is looking for a
strong ally, will be missed.

Jhingan is set to have Rahul Bheke
as partner with Pritam Kotal on the right
and Subhasish Bose on the left.

The ever-dependable Udanta Singh

will man the mid-field alongside the
young Sahal Abdul Samad, Anirudh
Thapa and Lallianzuala Chhangte.

With Stimac preferring a 4-2-3-1 for-
mation instead of his predecessor
Stephen Constantine’s 4-4-2, the 35-year-
old Chhetri is set to be the lone man

upfront with Ashique Kuruniyan playing
behind one of international football’s
leading scorers.

Like India, Oman also have a new
manager in Dutchman Erwin Koeman,
who took his players to Germany for a
three-week conditioning camp while
playing local sides.

The 34-year-old mid-fielder Ahmed
Kano will be a vital cog in the team that
reached the Round of 16 in the Asian
Cup earlier this year.

Koeman has also called up young
striker Arshad Al Alawi, who was one of
the standout stars of the 2016 AFC
Under-16 Championships.

The visitors’ mid-field will be mar-
shalled by Ahmed Mubarak and Ibrahim
Saleh, with Mohammed Al-Ghassini
playing upfront.

India lost both their matches against
Oman at the same stage during the qual-
ification for the 2018 World Cup.
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Grigor Dimitrov rallied
for a shocking upset of
20-time Grand Slam

champion Roger Federer at the
US Open on Tuesday, the low-
est-ranked New York semi-
finalist in 28 years advancing to
face Daniil Medvedev.

The 78th-ranked Bulgarian,
who had dropped all seven
prior meetings with Federer,
made a dramatic fightback to
defeat the Swiss third seed 3-6,
6-4, 3-6, 6-4, 6-2 at Arthur Ashe
Stadium and will face Russian
fifth seed Medvedev in Friday’s
semis.

“I’m just happy,” Dimitrov
said. “The only thing I was
telling myself was to stay in the
match. Physically I was feeling
pretty good. I was hitting some
shots against him that were
hard to hit.”

Dimitrov reached his first
US Open semi-final to match
the deepest Slam runs of his
career from Wimbledon in 2014
and the 2017 Australian Open.

Not since 174th-ranked
Jimmy Connors reached the
1991 quarter-finals had New
York seen so lowly a figure on
the ATP ratings list reach the last
four.

Dimitrov is also the lowest-
ranked Slam semi-finalist since
94th-rated Rainer Schuettler of
Germany at Wimbledon in
2008.

Federer, a five-time US
Open champion has not won at
Flushing Meadows since 2008.

He went off the court for a
private medical timeout to treat
his upper back near his neck.

“This is Grigor’s moment,
not my body’s moment,” Federer
said.

Dimitrov broke Federer
twice on the way to a 4-0 lead
in the final set and the 38-year-
old Swiss star had no effective
reply, foiled by 61 unforced
errors in falling after three
hours and 12 minutes.

“It’s OK. It’s how it goes,”
Federer said. “I tried my best. I
fought with what I had and that’s
it.”

Federer would have become
the oldest Slam semi-finalist
since Jimmy Connors at age 39
at the 1991 US Open.

Medvedev defeated three-
time Grand Slam champion

Stan Wawrinka 7-6 (8/6), 6-3, 3-
6, 6-1 to reach his first major
semi-final, shaking off a sore left
quadriceps that made him con-
template quitting the match.
Now he gets two days of rest.

“That’s huge advantage
regarding what happened to
my leg,” Medvedev said. “It
should be OK.”

Medvedev took a medical
timeout, had the area taped and
took a painkiller.

“In the fourth set, I started
feeling the painkiller and start-
ed moving better,” he said. “For
sure I hope to be ready for the
semis.”

He has maintained momen-
tum from a sizzling August in
which he reached three ATP
finals, winning a title at
Cincinnati and finishing run-
ner-up in Montreal and
Washington.

Medvedev, 23, is the
youngest US Open semi-final-
ist since Novak Djokovic in
2010 and Russia’s first Slam

semi-finalist since Mikhail
Youzhny at the 2010 US Open.

Dimitrov and Medvedev
have split two prior matches,
Dimitrov winning at Queen’s in
2017 and Medvedev avenging
the loss a few weeks later in
Washington.

“He has been having a
tremendous summer," Dimitrov
said of Medvedev. “I know his
game. I’m just going to try and
recover and reassess the match
first and prepare from then on
for Daniil. He’s a tough player.
He’s tricky.”

Wawrinka, foiled in a bid
for his second US Open title in
four seasons, said he did not
think Medvedev would be hold-
ing the trophy on Sunday.

“He can, but I don’t think
he will. I think it’s going to be
really difficult,” Wawrinka said.
“Because he looks to start to be
tired, and he has to beat some
more tougher player in the
semi-final and then in the
final.”
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Serena Williams earned her
100th win at the US Open

on Tuesday with a brutal 44-
minute demolition of Wang
Qiang, firing an ominous
warning to rivals in her pur-
suit of a record-tying 24th
Grand Slam title.

Six-time US Open cham-
pion Williams dismantled
Chinese 18th seed Wang 6-1,
6-0 in a complete mismatch
that was the quickest at this
year’s tournament to set up a
semi-final clash with
Ukrainian trailblazer Elina
Svitolina.

Williams brought up a
century of US Open wins to
move to within one of the all-
time leader Chris Evert.

“It’s really unbelievable,
literally. From when I first
started here, I think I was 16,
I didn’t think I would ever get
to 100. I didn’t think I would
still be out here,” Williams said.

The 37-year-old American
is seeking a 24th major title to
match Margaret Court’s long-

standing record, and
smacked 25 winners
against first-time Slam
quarter-finalist Wang,
who failed to hit a sin-
gle one.

The 27-year-old
Wang had not lost a
set during her best

Slam run that included a defeat
of reigning French Open
champion Ashleigh Barty in
the last 16, but she was pow-
erless to stop a Williams
onslaught at Arthur Ashe
Stadium.

“When I play someone
who is playing really well, I
know I have to either step it up
or go home and I wasn’t ready
to go home. I had to come out
here and play really well,” said
Williams, suffering no ill
effects from the ankle she
rolled in her previous match.

“Physically I’m feeling
great. More than anything I’m
just having fun every time I
come out here.”

Wang, trying to become
just the fourth Chinese play-
er to reach the last four of a
Slam, won just four points in
the second set and 15 in total.

“It’s not easy to play
against her,” Wang said. “The
power, like, I cannot handle it.
Just too much for me.”

Williams captured her last
Slam title at the 2017
Australian Open while preg-

nant and hasn’t won the US
Open since 2014.

SVITOLINA HOLDS KONTA
Fifth seed Svitolina defeat-

ed Britain’s Johanna Konta 6-
4, 6-4 to become the first
Ukrainian to reach the US
Open semi-finals, matching
her run to the last four at
Wimbledon in July.

“It feels amazing. It was a
very, very tough match. We
were both striking the ball well.
It was quite even,” Svitolina
said. “I’m very, very happy the
way I handled the pressure.”

She had already knocked
out two-time former champi-
on Venus Williams and 2017
runner-up Madison Keys and
is in a class of her own as the
only Ukrainian woman to
reach this stage at a major.

She will attempt to emu-

late Andrei Medvedev as just
the second Ukrainian to play
in a Grand Slam final.
Medvedev lost the men’s 1999
Roland Garros final in five sets
to Andre Agassi.

“Serena is an amazing
champion. Probably it’s going
to be really tough against her,”
Svitolina said.

Williams, the lone former
Grand Slam champion
remaining in the draw, has
defeated Svitolina in four of
five previous meetings,
although the latter won their
most recent encounter at the
2016 Rio Olympics.

The US Open is guaran-
teed a first-time major finalist
and there will be four differ-
ent Grand Slam winners in a
season in the Open era for an
unprecedented third year in a
row.
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Pakistan on Wednesday
appointed former captain

Misbah-ul-Haq as head coach
and chief selector in a bid to lift
the national team’s perfor-
mance.

The Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) said Misbah will
be head coach for three years.

“Former captain Misbah is
confirmed as Pakistan men’s
national team head coach in all
three formats on a three-year
contract,” said a statement.

“In line with the PCB’s
commitment to ensure trans-
parency, accountability and
role clarity at all levels, Misbah
was also named as the chair-
man of selectors with head
coaches of the six first-class
cricket association sides as his
fellow selectors.”

Misbah will be Pakistan’s
30th head coach — but it is the
first time that the head coach
will also be the chief selector,
along the lines of the system in
New Zealand.

Another former captain,
legendary paceman Waqar
Younis, was named as bowling
coach for three years. He had
two previous stints as head
coach.

A five-man PCB commit-
tee also interviewed former
Australian batsman Dean Jones
and former Pakistan coach

Mohsin Khan before deciding
unanimously in Misbah’s
favour.

Misbah and Younis will
start with a three one-day
internationals and three
Twenty20s at home against Sri
Lanka from September 27 to
October 9. Pakistan travel to
Australia in November for

Tests in Brisbane and Adelaide.
Misbah is Pakistan’s most

successful Test captain with 26
wins in 56 Tests and 11 draws.
He played 75 Tests, 162 ODIs
and 39 T20Is matches for
Pakistan in a career which
ended in 2017.

Misbah described the role
as challenging.

“I know expectations are
high, but I am absolutely ready
and up for the task otherwise
I would not have thrown my
name in the hat for one of the
most challenging and coveted
roles in Pakistan cricket,” he
said in a press release.

“We have some of the
most talented and exciting
cricketers, and I will like to help
them train and prepare in such
a way that they can play intel-
ligently, smartly and fearlessly.

“I am aware this will
require a change in the dress-
ing room culture but if we have
to compete consistently at the
highest level, we have to
embrace these modern day
requirements.”

KXIP SET TO RELEASE ASHWIN
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PRAJNESH, MYNENI-JEEVAN WIN
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UNADKAT PUTS INDIA RED IN CONTROL
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Afghanistan’s spin prodigy Rashid
Khan faces a tough challenge as he

captains his side for the first time
against Bangladesh in only his war-torn
country’s third Test starting today.

The leg-spinner was named skipper
for all three formats after their dire
World Cup campaign when they lost all
nine matches and were dogged by sev-
eral controversies.

The Indian Premier League (IPL)
star will become the youngest ever Test
captain at the age of 20 years 350
days when he steps out in the Test
match at the Zahur Ahmed
Chowdhur y Stadium in
Chittagong.

He wil l  overtake
Zimbabwe’s Tatenda Taibu,
who made his debut as
Test captain just eight
days older than Rashid
against Sri  Lanka at
Harare in 2004.

“(I am) pretty excited. It
is a new role to be a captain of the team
and will try my best to be positive and
enjoy the game,” Rashid told reporters
after the arrival of his team in

Chittagong.
Two Test old Afghans will be up

against a side who have won five of their
last 10 Tests at home, including one each

against England and
Australia.

Bangladesh are
expected to field a
spin-heavy attack
against the visitors
for the one-off Test.
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