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aking a cue from Gujarat,
West Bengal on Wednesday
T
refused to implement the

amended Motor Vehicle Act
while the Tamil Nadu
Government decided to implement it partially. The BJP-Shiv
Sena coalition Government of
Maharashtra stayed the implementation the fines imposed
under the amended Act and
wrote to the Centre to “reconsider” and “reduce” the fines for
traffic violations through suitable amendments.
Against the backdrop of
reluctance of several States to
implement the new Motor
Vehicle Act and instances of
massive protests against it,
Road Transport Minister Nitin
Gadkari said States have the
authority to revise fines.
“MVA falls in the concurrent list, and States as well as
the Centre can revise and frame
rules under the amended Act.
The Government does not
intend to garner revenue by
increasing fines. The idea is to
make roads safer and reduce
the number of accidents. Are
fines more important than
someone’s life? You won’t be
fined if you don’t break the
rules,” the Minister said defending the amended Act.
Gadkari’s comments come
after Gujarat announced to
reduce traffic fines, with Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani saying
that the “base rate for the fines
will be lower than the one proposed by the Union
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Government” and the revised
fines will be implemented from
September 16.
While West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
said that she will not implement the new law that imposes hefty fines for traffic violations, the Tamil Nadu
Government decided to
implement it partially.
Announcing the decision
to stay the fines for traffic violation pending the revision of
rates by the Centre,
Maharashtra
Transport
Minister Diwakar Raote of the
Shiv Sena said, “The fines are

very high and beyond the limits of common people. People
cannot pay so much of fine. We
have asked the Central
Government to reduce the fine.
Till we get a reply from the
Centre, we will not implement
the new fines. If the reply is in
the negative, we will decide our
future action.”
Calling the amendments in
the Motor Vehicles Act “too
harsh” Mamata said it was
against the federal structure of
the Government. “We had
opposed amendments in
Parliament. If we implement
the Motor Vehicles Act amend-
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n-camera proceedings comIAIIMS
menced on Wednesday at
here, where a temporary court has been set up for
recording the Unnao rape survivor’s statement in the case of
alleged sexual assault by
expelled BJP MLA Kuldeep
Singh Sengar in 2017. The
woman’s statement is being
recorded by District Judge
Dharmesh Sharma.
In-camera proceedings are
not open to the public and the
press. Sengar, along with coaccused Shashi Singh, was
brought to the temporary court

ments, it will hurt general people,” the Bengal CM, who is one
of the BJP’s fiercest critics, told
reporters in Kolkata.
Adding that money is not
the solution, Mamata said the
problem needs to be looked at
from the “humanitarian point
of view”. Saying that accidents
have come down, Mamata also
added that Bengal already has
the “Safe Drive Save Life” campaign — a flagship programme
of the Bengal Government.
Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said the stakeholders in his Government are
still examining the issues.
Reacting to Maharashtra
Transport Minister Diwakar
Raote’s letter, Gadkari said,
“Diwakar was a part of the
committee that approved the
Act. During my discussion
with Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis, he didn’t mention it.
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I feel there’ll be no problem.”
The
Tamil
Nadu
Government said as many as 26
clauses which prescribed hefty
penalty for various traffic
offences are being reviewed by
the Chief Minister’s office and

that penalty prescribed in the
Act are likely to be reduced by
the Government.
“The decision by a few
States to cut the fine amount
for a few traffic offences will be
taken into account before arriv-

ing at the final decision,” said
a Tamil Nadu transport official.
The Union Government
had amended 93 clauses in
Motor Vehicle Act which deals
with penalties for traffic violations, registration of vehicles,
national transport policy and
vehicle designs.
The Motor Vehicles
(Amendment) Bill was cleared
by Parliament in July and came
into effect on September 1.
Under the new rules, the fine
for riding a two-wheeler without a helmet has been upped to
Rs 1,000 from Rs 100. Using
cellphones while driving can
invite a fine between Rs 1,0005,000 - up from Rs 1,000. For
drunk driving, the fine has
been hiked from Rs 2,000 to Rs
10,000. Speeding has a penalty anywhere between Rs 1,000Rs 2,000.
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checking services. In centres
with huge rush, civil defense
volunteers will be deployed for
crowd management to prevent
law and order issues,” the Delhi
Government’s transport
department said in a statement.
The Delhi Government
on Friday suspended two pollution checking centres for
malpractices.
On diluting the penalties
of offences under the MV Act
2019, the Transport Minister
said, “Though the State
Governments have certain discretionary powers to ease the
penalties with respect to cer-
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n order to deal with the rush
of vehicles to pollution
checking centres for Pollution
Under Control (PUC) certificate across Delhi after the
implementation of new Motor
Vehicle Act, Delhi Transport
Minister Kailash Gahlot on
Wednesday announced several remedial measures.
The decision was taken
after
the
Transport
Department witnessed a threefold increase in the number of
applications for PUC certificate
from 15,000 to 45,000 a day.
Gahlot said there are 70 lakh
vehicles on roads in Delhi.
The
Transport
Department has asked all 941
pollution checking centres to
function from 7am to 10pm.
Besides, and server capacity
has been increased nearly twice
to deal with 6,000 online applications per hour.
“The Delhi Government
has decided to open more pollution checking centres and
new applications are invited.
An advertisement in this
respect will be floated tomorrow. Transport terminals and
depots to provide pollution
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at the Jai Prakash Narayan
Apex Trauma Centre, AIIMS,
where the woman is presently
admitted following an accident on July 28.
The Delhi High Court had
on Friday approved recording
the rape survivor’s statement at
AIIMS Trauma Centre. A notification to this effect was issued
by the HC, which said special
judge Sharma, who is conducting trial of the cases, shall
record her testimony.
The rape survivor was airlifted from a Lucknow hospital
to Delhi on the Supreme Court
orders.
Continued on Page 4

tain offences as per the new
MV Act, as of now Delhi
Government is not mulling to
dilute them since the stringent
measures are meant to ensure
road safety. Road safety is a
major concern in Delhi and the
Delhi Government is very serious about it.”
Gahlot said, “We are closely observing the initiatives by
other States and consulting
various stakeholders. At any
stage, if the Delhi Government
is convinced to reduce the
fine for certain offences, we
shall do the needful.”
Continued on Page 4

rime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday hit
out at critics who argue that the
mention of words “Om” and
“cow” takes India centuries
back, saying they are hell-bent
on damaging the country.
“When some people hear
the words Om and cow, they
scream that the country is
back to the 16th century. Such
people are only destroying the
nation,” Modi said at the launch
of National Animal Disease
Control Programme (NACDP)
in Mathura.
The NACDP aims to control foot and mouth disease and
bacterial infection in livestock.
The Centre will spend 12,652
crore to vaccinate over 600 million animals in the programme
stretching up to 2030.
Modi also promoted cleanliness, spoke against singleuse plastic and invoked the
9/11 attack on America to
indirectly condemn Pakistan
for nurturing terrorism.

“There is a country called
Rwanda in Africa. I had gone
there. In Rwanda, there is a
unique programme, where the
Government gives cows to villages with the condition that
the first female calf born to the
cow is taken back and given to
those who do not have a cow,”
said the PM.
“This way a chain operates.
And their endeavour is that in
Rwanda every household
should have a cow. Milk production and animal rearing
form the base of the economy.
I have myself seen how a network to earn livelihood
through a cow has been established there,” Modi said,
adding, “But it is unfortunate
that in our countr y the
moment the word ‘Om’ falls on
the ears of some people, they
get alarmed.”
“They also get alarmed by
the word ‘cow’. They feel as if
that the country has gone back
to the 16th or the 17th century,” he said.
Continued on Page 4
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ension gripped Andhra
Pradesh on Wednesday as
T
former Chief Minister and

Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
president N Chandrababu
Naidu and senior party leaders
were placed under house arrest
at Undavalli in Amaravati in a
bid to stop them from proceeding to Palnadu in Guntur
district for organising an agitation march called “Chalo
Atmakur”against the alleged
eviction of some villagers.
Additional police forces
were deployed in Guntur to foil
the TDP’s march planned to
begin from the camp set up by
the party for victims of attacks
by the ruling party leaders.

5^a\Ta2WXTU<X]XbcTaP]SC3?bd_aT\^=2WP]SaPQPQd=PXSdb_TPZbc^WXb
bd__^acTabSdaX]VP_a^cTbcPcWXbaTbXST]RTX]0\PaPePcX^]FTS]TbSPh
?C8

Naidu set on day-long fast
at his house to protest the
attacks by the YSRCP and
indiscriminate house arrest of
TDP leaders and workers.

Police evicted all 165 victims from the camp and sent
them back to their villages
with police escort. Police arrested TDP leaders and workers at

?aX\T<X]XbcTa=PaT]SaP<^SX_TcbPRP[USdaX]VWXbeXbXcc^?PbWdEXVhP]4eP\0a^VhP<T[PX]<PcWdaP^]FTS]TbSPh ?81
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the camp before evicting the
inmates. Five buses were
arranged to send them back to
their villages.
A large contingent of police
tied the main entrance gate of
Naidu’s riverfront residence
with ropes and shut other gates
to prevent him from coming
out after he tried to come out
in his car. Naidu, who sat on in
his car for half an hour, condemned the police action.
“Today is the dark day for
democracy,” he told reporters.
TDP leaders coming to
meet Naidu were prevented
from entering the house.
Naidu’s son Nara Lokesh
lodged his protest over the
police action.
Continued on Page 4
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inance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Wednesday
F
came under fierce attack from

the Congress and Twitterati
over her remarks that slowdown in auto sectors was due
to the change in mindset of
millennials, who, she said, now
prefer taxi aggregators like Ola
and Uber instead of owning
their own vehicles. The BJP as
well as Transport Minister
Nitin Gadkari tried to defend
the Finance Minister.
Taking a jibe at
Sitharaman, senior Congress
leader Abhishek Singhvi said
the Finance Minister blamed
everyone but the BJP’s handling
of the economy. “Yes. That’s

great. Blame the voters. Blame
everyone but BJP’s handling of
the economy Mrs Finance
Minister,” Singhvi tweeted.
Singhvi questioned how
the economy will cross 5 trillion dollars in view of the prevailing circumstances.
“Whatever good has happened has been done by us
(Modinomics). Whatever bad
has happened has been done by
others (Nirmalanomics),” he
said in another tweet.
The Congress also attacked
the Government over a media
report claiming that nearly 14
lakh investor wealth has been
wiped off in the share market in
first 100 days of the Modi
Government's second term.
Continued on Page 4
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hile the BJP and the
Government
on
Wednesday defended Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman’s claim that the
automobile industry was taking
a hit due to millennials’ preference for using ride-sharing
apps such as Uber or Ola
instead of buying cars, RSS outfit Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh
(BMS) sought to protest
against what it said was
Government's "wrong economic" policies leading to
economic slowdown, unemployment and slowdown in
the auto-sector.
BJP
Vice-President
Baijayant Panda said emergence of cab services did
impact the automobile sector

?=B =4F34;78

he Mountain Strike Corps
raised recently to meet any
T
threat from China in the east
will carry out its first exercise
with its Integrated Battle
Groups (IBG) in parts of
Arunachal Pradesh and Assam
in October.
The one-and-a-halfmonth-long drill named 'Him
Vijay' will see the Army assessing the operational efficiency of
the Strike Corps to fight in
inaccessible terrain and the
IAF will provide support in
terms of air lifting troops from
neighbouring states.
The nod for the Mountain
Strike Corps was given by the
Cabinet Committee on
Security(CCS)in 2013 and the
process of raising began thereafter with its headquarters at
Panagarh in West Bengal. The
first ever exercise of the Corps
having about 40,000 troops
will help the Army to evaluate
its performance. With the
IBGs playing a crucial role in
the drill, the Corps will later be
restructured into small units to
move swiftly in the mountains
and fight modern day war.
The first IBG was raised in
the north facing Pakistan and
after successfully meeting all
parameters during an exercise
in the plains of Punjab,Jammu
and Rajasthan in June, the
unit will be functional by this
month end and three others
IBGs will be in place sometime
later. Each IBG has about 5,000
soldiers and the main objective
is to operate jointly in terms of
the tanks, artillery and infantry

but argued that some new
entrants in the auto sectors are
doing very well even though
there is a slowdown for some
established brands.
Deflecting the attack
against economic slowdown,
the BJP leader said Congress
was in no position to criticize
economy under the present
dispensation. He said UPA-1
received a very healthy economy from the Vajpayee era but
worsened it on account of its
"mismanagement".
He said many sectors
including the IT are doing
very well and pointed to
Amazon opening a centre in
Hyderabad and giving jobs to
15000 people. Panda attributed
external factors like global
slowdown impacting the
Indian economy.

19?eXRT_aTbXST]c
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Coming to Sitharaman's
rescue, Minister of Road
Transport and Highways Nitin
Gadkari said the Finance
Minister's statement on the
slowdown in the auto sector
contributed by Ola and Uber
was misinterpreted.
Elaborating on the slowdown, Gadkari said that there

were a number of other reasons
for the auto industry witnessing discouraging volumes
month-on-month. He said that
the switch to e-rickshaws
slowed down the sale of ICE
auto rickshaws, while another
contributor was the improvement in public transport across
the country.
He further pointed out
what the Finance Minister
actually said was that, "there are
a lot of reasons for the slowdown, and Ola, Uber are one of
those reasons."
But contrary to the BJP and
the Transport Minister's
defence, RSS outfit BMS
blamed the government's
"wrong policies" for the economic slowdown , particularly in the auto-sector.
News Agency ANI quoted

"   #    $  
instead of fighting in silos,
sources said here on
Wednesday. The idea of having smaller and meaner IBGs
is the brainchild of Army Chief
General Bipin Rawat.
The forthcoming exercise
will see more than 15,000
troops of three IBGs, part of the
Mountain Strike Corps, carrying out drills both offensive and
defensive using artillery, tanks
and infantry. While tanks will
play a limited role given the
mountainous terrain, the evaluators will keenly watch the
performance of the artillery
and infantry.
Moreover, the IAF will
provide support by airlifting
troops from Assam and other
parts in AN-32s, C-17s and C130Js besides helicopters to
simulate realistic battle scenario, officials said adding the

IBGs are trained to be ready for
operations within 24 hours.
The main objective of having
such small units was to cut
down the time in mobilization
thereby losing the surprise element.
These composite units are
likely to be headed by a Major
General rank officer and will be
equipped to perform offensive
and defensive roles. While the
offensive action means making
quick and effective thrust into
the enemy territory stealthily,
the defence role will see these
units guarding its own territory in case of retaliatory action
from across the border.
Each unit, both in defensive and offensive formations
will have six battalions(one
battalion has 1,000 men)
trained to fight in a synergised
manner.
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he
Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
T
(ACC) on Wednesday
approved two key appointments - PK Mishra as Principal
Secretary and PK Sinha as
Principal Adviser to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
Mishra, a veteran bureaucrat from Gujarat cadre, was
working as Additional
Principal Secretary to PM from
May 2014 while Sinha was

?:<XbWaP

?:BX]WP

functioning as OSD in the
Prime Minister's Office after
retiring as Cabinet Secretary
recently.
The post of principal secretary to the PM fell vacant
after Nripendra Misra
expressed his desire to leave the

post and continued till
Thursday.
Pramod Kumar Mishra
(PK Mishra) had already been
given Cabinet Rank in June and
was handling senior level posting and transfers. He was
Agriculture and Cooperation

Secretary and belongs to the
1972 Batch IAS from Gujarat
cadre. He hails from Odisha.
Recently, he was conferred
with the United Nations
SASAKAWA Award 2019, the
most prestigious international
award in disaster management.
Mishra has a Ph.D in
Economics/Development
Studies from the University of
Sussex, M.A. in Development
Economics at the University of
Sussex as also M.A. in
Economics with a first class
at the Delhi School of
Economics.
Pradeep Kumar Sinha (PK
Sinha) is a 1977 batch IAS from
Uttar Pradesh cadre. He was
Power Secretary and Shipping
Secretary before becoming
Cabinet Secretary in May
2015.
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he CBI is all set to update
its standard operating procedures (SOPs) in the Crime
Manual in order to sync them
with the changes in the
Prevention of Corruption Act,
Criminal Procedure Code and
Supreme Court orders.
The move is being taken
after nearly 14 years as the
Crime Manual was last updated in 2005.
A team under Additional
Director Praveen Sinha is on
the job to make the changes in
the manual for the last 10
months and may finalise it
soon, agency officials said.
The Crime Manual of the
CBI is a collection of standard
operating procedures for its
officials to approach investigations and other related aspects.

"The manual was last
updated in 2005 since then
there have been changes in the
Prevention of Corruption Act,
Criminal Procedure Code
besides directives from the
Supreme Court. The cyber
crime has also become preva-

lent since then which requires
completely new sets of procedures," a CBI spokesperson
said.
International dimensions
in the white collar crimes are
becoming more pronounced
and the agency is also receiv-

ing lot more requests from the
global agencies seeking cooperation which needs to be
incorporated in the manual,
another top agency official
said.
The manual was last updated in 2005 when changes
brought about by the Vineet
Narain Judgment of the
Supreme Court in 1997,
Information Technology Act,
2000, Central Vigilance
Commission Act, 2003,
Securities and Exchange Board
of India Act, 1994, and a host
of other laws were incorporated into the manual.
In 2005, the CBI Academy,
the Directorate of Prosecution,
the Command Centre and the
Regional Training Centres were
added in the manual under the
then agency Director U S
Mishra, officials added.
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T

he Supreme Court warned
the homebuyers of now
defunct Amrapali Group on
Wednesday that their unwillingness to pay the outstanding
dues may lead to winding up of
the stalled projects due to
financial crunch.
The top court cleared the
modalities by which the home-

buyers can be put to notice for
clearing outstanding amounts
after being validated by court
receiver appointed by the apex
court.It observed that it would
not allow the "ghost buyers",
who had purchased flats from
Amrapali Group at a nominal
price to step in by allowing
them pay the outstanding
amount and their registration of
flats will be annulled.A bench

of Justices Arun Mishra and U
U Lalit said, "If home buyers are
not ready to pay their outstanding amount, then we will
have to bundle up the projects".
Advocate Shobha, appearing
for a homebuyer, said that her
project Amrapali Leisure Park
falls under category-C, and as per
the builder-buyer agreement the
payment plan was linked to the
construction.

ays after suggesting his
party against demonising
D
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
all the time, Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh on Wednesday
took a swipe at the Modi
Government over the proposed
ban on use of single use plastic, saying it will only grab
headlines and “mask” this
regime’s true environmental
record.
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“As Environment Minister I
resisted blanket ban on use of
single-use plastic. Plastic industry employs lakhs and the real
problem is how we dispose and
recycle waste,” he said on Twitter.
The former Environment
minister said the real problem
was how to dispose of and recycle plastic waste.
He also tagged a media
report claiming that a complete
ban on plastic by the Modi government was not a good idea as

the economy was facing a
slowdown.
"The ban will only grab
headlines, home and abroad,
and mask the Modi regime's
true environmental record,"
he also said.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had suggested the control
on use of plastics while
addressing
the
COP
(Conference of Parties) here.
Modi government's "blanket
ban on plastics at this moment

of economic slowdown is a bad
idea," Ramesh added.
In an event recently,
Ramesh saidModi's governance
model is not a "complete negative story" and not recognising his work and demonising
him all the time is not going to
help. He said it is time we
recognise Modi's work and
what he did between 2014 and
2019 due to which he was
voted back to power by over "30
per cent of the electorate".
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ndia’s first environment
school — World EnvironIment
School — is all set to be
opened in Coorg, Karnataka. It
will also be the first school in
entire South Asia to take a leading role in promoting and
delivering environmental education with sustainability at its
core. Spread over a hundred
acres across the beautiful hills
of Coorg, the school's focus will
be to build strong environmental and moral values
among its students.
Mobius Foundation, a
non-profit organization working towards environmental sustainability, in partnership with
the UK-based Whitgift School
announced the launch of this
initiative at International
Conference on Sustainable
Education.
"WESc will be operational
from 2021 for Grade 6 to 12
students from India and
around the world. The
school will cater to the parents who want the next generation to be actively involved
in the protection and sustainability of the environment apart from a world-
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BMS president Saji Narayanan
as saying that the government
was working in a "different paradigm" and things would not
change unless the dispensation
comes out of it.
Narayanan said that the
BMS attack on the government
is
limited
to
LPGLiberalisation, Privatisation
and Globalisation-reforms.
"Government is working in
this framework only which is
wrong. The government has to
come out of the LPG paradigm," the BMS president was
quoted as saying.
BMS is to organise a
nationwide awareness programme from September 25 to
October 2 on the current slowdown, including that in the
automobile sector .

arious jackets along with
portraits of the Prime
V
Minister, 576 shawls, 964

class education," said Pradip
Burman, Chairman, Mobius
Foundation.
WESc will offer an international curriculum with affiliation from Cambridge

Assessments and International
Baccalaureate.
"The need for environmental
education
is
growing rapidly as the degradation of the environment is

taking place at a fast pace and
we have taken a lead role in
this direction by launching
India's first environment
school," said Chris Ramsay,
Head Master, Whitgift.

angavastrams, 88 pagris and
various other artworks gifted
to Narendra Modi in the past
six months would go under the
hammer in an e-auction starting September 14.
Union Culture Minister
Prahlad Singh Patel said on
Wednesday that the auction
will continue till October 3 on
the portal www.pmmementos.gov.in.
Prices for the artefacts will
range from Rs 200 to Rs 2.5
lakh as base prices and are currently on display in the
National Gallery of Modern
Art (NGMA) in the national
capital.
Gifts and the proceeds
would go towards the government's Namame Gange project,
Patel said.
Overall, there are a total of
2,772 objects, including portraits of Modi, artworks, turbans, shawls, swords, figurines
of cows and religious idols.
These will be available for at
least a month in the e-auction,

the minister said.
Patel added that the objects
displayed at the NGMA would
be changed every 15 days. "The
reserve price set for the objects
starts at Rs 20 and goes up to
Rs 2.50 lakh for a silk print with
the Prime Minister's face," he

said.
While most gifts that will
be auctioned have been given
to the Prime Minister by
Indians, ranging from political
leaders to religious groups to
industry, there are a handful of
objects gifted by countries in

the neighbourhood, an NGMA
official said.
This would be the second
such e-auction of gifts given to
Modi
organised
by
the Union Culture Ministry, the
last one being from January 27
to February 9.
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Baghel takes dig at FM, asks her Seminar to discuss immunization
to study C’garh economic model plan for tribal region today
STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

CM claims automobile sector flourishing in A
C’garh despite nationwide sluggishness
STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

industry as the people
ostensibly preferring to use
app-cab services instead of
buying own vehicle.
"The automobile and
components industry has been
affected by BS6 and the
mindsets of millennial, who
now prefer to have Ola and
Uber rather than buying an
automobile," she had said.
Later talking to media
persons
Baghel
further
claimed that Chhattisgarh was
not affected with economic
slowdown in automobile
sector as they have increased
the purchasing power of
people of the state by waiving
off farm loans and by
providing `2500 Minimum
Support price for paddy crop.
Blaming
the
Modi
government for economic
slowdown and not generating
employment opportunities,
Baghel further alleged that
enforcement of GST and
demonetization was to be
blamed for the present
economic situation.

aking a dig at Union
T
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman for her recent
comment that demand for
app-cab services caused
downturn in automobile
sector, Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel pointed out that despite
Ola and Uber’s services in the
state, the automobile sector
in Chhattisgarh witnessed a
growth.
"Dear Finance Minister,
Both Ola and Uber are offering
their
services
in
our
Chhattisgarh,
yet
the
automobile sector has grown.
The question is related to the
economy of the country, so it is
requested that you study the
model of economic development of Chhattisgarh once.
Employment also has increased
here," the CM tweeted.
Earlier, Sitharaman had
stated that the “millennial
mindsets” were adversely
affecting the automobile

Action against liquor smugglers across state
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

W

ith increasing incidents of liquor
smuggling being reported from
different districts of Chhattisgarh, on
directives of Director General of Police D.
M. Awasthi separate drives were conducted at Raipur, Rajnandgaon, Bilaspur and
Durg districts to nab liquor smugglers.
According to police sources, from
Raipur district’s Abhanpur three smugglers
Sunil Chandrakar, Saiby, and Bhagiram
were nabbed while from Telibandha Police

station limits Jitendra Nishad and Punit
were apprehended. Kalyan Kurrey was
held from Tikrapra PS, Sameer and Ashok
Gaikwad from Arang PS and Madan
Dewangan and Raja Tandon were caught
from Kharora PS limits of the district.
The police had nabbed around 14
liquor smugglers from Rajnandgaon district under different police station limits
while from Bilaspur Chanrika Patel of
Pachpedi, Bilaspur was arrested.
Under Durg, from different police
stations limits around 7 liquor smugglers

were arrested.
All the arrests have been made under
Excise Act and the arrestees have been
sent to jail after seizure of liquor from
their possession.
DGP had directed all the
Superintendents of Police to take regular
action against those identified as liquor
smugglers.
DGP Awasthi said that in future also
the action against the liquor smuggles and
middlemen will be conducted to bring
down liquor smuggling in the state.

BJP delegation meets SEC, raises 4 demands
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR
JP state president Vikram
B
Usendi led a delegation of his
party to Chhattisgarh State
Election
Commissioner
on
Wednesday and handed over a
memorandum demanding delimitation of wards, holding election
through EVM instead of ballot
papers among others.
The delegation comprises BJP’s
urban body election in-charge
Amar Agrawal, Leader of
Opposition Dharamlal Kaushik,
former
minister
Brijmohan
Agrawal and Raipur MP Sunil Soni.
Talking to media, Usendi said
four key points have been raised.
The first is to extend the date for
making claims and objections in
electoral roll from September 16
and also hold physical verification
of electoral roll.
He said there are talks that
election would be held through ballot papers, but when upgraded versions of EVMs are available, then
why not EVM.
The third issue is the delimitation of wards based on population

and geographical status as per
Municipal Act’s section 10, but the
same is found to be violated. The
demand was raised to fully implement the rule.
BJP state president hoped that
State Election Commission will
consider their demands sympathetically otherwise, he said, the party

will be forced to seek legal intervention.
State Election Commissioner
Thakur Ram Singh said the BJP
delegation has raised the demands
pertaining to election process
including extending dates, delimitation and others. All the points
will be looked into.

one day state level
consultative seminar
will be organised at
Jagdalpur, administrative
headquarters of Bastar
district, on Thursday to
chalk out modalities for
effective immunization drive
in far-flung tribal regions of
Chhattisgarh.
The workshop, which
will commence at 10.00 AM
at Prerna Hall, will be
chaired by Health Minister
T.S. Singhdeo and tribal
experts, officials of World
Health
Organization
(WHO), UNISEF, officials of

Seminar will dwell upon the
issue of effective
immunization and vaccination
in the tribal region by making
it easily accessible

state health department and
pediatricians will specially
be present to give their
valuable suggestions.
Official sources informed
that the workshop will dwell
upon the issue of effective
immunization and vaccination in the tribal region by
making it easily accessible.

Memorial to be made where Swami
Vivekananda stayed in Chhattisgarh
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

C

hhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel announced that the place
where Swami Vivekananda stayed in
1877-79 during his visit to Chhattisgarh
will be converted into a memorial.
He was addressing the event to
mark the 125 years of Swami
Vivekananda’s historic address at
Chicago in 1893 organised at Swami
Vivekananda Vidyapeeth, capital city,
Raipur.
Baghel said Swami Vivekananda
laid a bridge between the developed
countries and India through which
ancient spiritual science and knowledge
could spread in Western countries. The
day also coincided with Vinoba Bhave
jayanti.
Many things have to be learnt from
Swamiji, who laid emphasis on service
to human beings, animals and
securlism and even that of Swami
Ramkrishna Paramhansa. Swami
Paramhansa had said all these religions
were different paths that lead up to a
single goal-God, said Baghel.

C’garh loses chance to
host U-23 India-B’desh
cricket matches
RAIPUR: Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) has decided
against Chhattisgarh hosting the
Under-23 men’s one-day cricket
matches between India and
Bangladesh
scheduled
from
September 19 to 27 due yto poor
ground condition.
Earlier there were talks that
matches of the series will be played
at Shahid Veer Narayan Singh
International Cricket Stadium,
Parsada, Nava Raipur.
As per latest information, Utta
Pradesh’s capital Lucknow was now
preferred over Nava Raipur.
According to Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Sangh (CSCS)’s adhoc body
member G. S. Murthy, due to
continuous rains at Raipur, the
cricket ground was not in a suitable
condition to host international
match.
The prevailing condition of the
ground was intimated to the BCCI
and accordingly the matches have
been shifted to Lucknow.

Baghel said Swami Vivekananda for
six years roamed the whole country
learning languages, dialects, culture,
communities and saw poverty, illiteracy
and hunger. He then concentrated to
serve the human beings through the
knowledge. That is why he always said
serving the humanity is near to godliness. In present situation also, teachings

C

hief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Thursday
appealed to the youth to
contribute in nation building
by following Gandhian philosophy. It is now the duty of
young generation to bring a
revolutionary change in the
society with the help of ideologies of Gandhiji, he said.
Baghel was addressing
inaugural session of a
three-day long national
seminar commenced here at
Pt Ravishankar Shukla
University Auditorium on
Thursday. The seminar had
been organised to mark the
150th anniversary of Father
of the Nation Mahatma
Gandhi.
Speaking
on
the

of Mahatma Gandhi and Swami
Vivekananda have to be implemented in
spirit.
Ramkrishna Mission Narayanpur
secretary
Shrimant
Vyaptanand
Maharaj
and
joint
secretary
Abhyatamanand of Ramakrishna
Mission Raipur spoke in details of
Swami Vivekananda’s speech at Chicago.

Home Minister inspects
traffic system ‘DAKSHA’
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR
ome Minister Tamradhwaj
H
Sahu on Wednesday visited
command and control room of
hi-tech Integrated Traffic
Management System (ITMS)
“DAKSHA” to inspect the traffic
system of entire capital city.
The minister took in detail
the information of urban traffic
and crime control through the
ITMS. Mayor Pramod Dubey
and Municipal Commissioner
Shiv Anant Tayal informed him
about the efforts to keep vigil in
the city.
The minister was also urged
to press the demand for more
cameras and signals in the
meetings of state and Union
governments. The system was
very fruitful and is instrumental
in controlling crime, the
municipal official informed.
The minister assured of

Follow Gandhian ideology for nation building, Baghel to youth
STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Representatives from the
Indira Gandhi National
Tribal University, Indian
Academy of Pediatrics,
WHO, UNICEF and ground
staff of health department
will share their expertise. The
officials of 15 districts having
sizable tribal population will
be participating in the event.

The districts are BalrampurRamanujganj, Bastar, Bijapur,
Bilaspur,
Dantewada,
Gariaband, Jashpur, Kanker,
Kondagaon,
Koriya,
Narayanpur, Rajnandgaon,
Sarguja,
Surajpur
and
Sukma.
Notable, tribal areas lag
in
immunization
and
vaccination by 10% and that
is the reason for high child
mortality rate in the region.
The workshop has been
organized to make available
vaccines to each and every
child of the tribal region,
sources said.
The target is to find a
solution to ensure cent
percent vaccination.

occasion, the CM recalled
Gandhiji as a person who
gave the interest of the
nation top priority and
made effort for emotional
integration of India as one
nation. He also remembered
him for his works for
alleviation and uplift of poor
and downtrodden.
He further asserted that
the philosophy of Gandhiji
was still relevant today, they
remained in past and will
continue to be relevant in
future, he added.
The programme was
presided over by former
chief secretary of undivided
Madhya Pradesh Sharad
Chandra Behar while
distinguished
Gandhian
thinkers, freedom fighters,
thinkers and intellectuals
attended the programme.

providing every possible help to
upgrade the ITMS and also
approved providing additional
man power for proper
monitoring.
Regarding demand for
round the clock monitoring
from the command centre by
Inspector General of Police
(IGP) Anand Chabra and Senior
Superintendent of Police Arif
Sheikh, the minister asked them
to present a proposal in this

regard.
It was informed that a total
of 367 cameras were installed at
82 locations of the capital city
among which 200 cameras were
at present in working condition.
Rest 167 cameras which were
not within the municipal
jurisdiction and were at
National Highways and roads of
PWD
would
soon
be
operational, the police officials
informed the minister.

BJP leader Jain says current
economic slowdown is temporary
STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

B

JP national general secretary
and Chhattisgarh in-charge Dr
Anil Jain said the economic
slowdown in the country is due to
impacts in global economy.
He said no country can be
isolated from the global economic
situation and added that the
current slowdown is periodical
and temporary.
The recent statement of US
President Donald Trump over
trade loss to China after it
imposed
restrictions,
has
impacted China to a large extend
causing larger ripples in the world
economy, said Jain.
When compared to other
developing countries, India’s GDP
growth rate is much higher even in
present condition, then how can it

be stated as crises, he added. Jain
further said the manufacturing is
increasing and after monsoon,
there will be higher economic
activity leading to further growth.
Chhattisgarh produce steel,
which is sent to places based on
their
specific
needs
and
requirements. So, in this context
statement of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel is childish. Delhi,
when clubbed with Mumbai,
Chennai and Bengaluru has more
than double Uber and Ola cabs. As
highest procurement of vehicles is
in metros, it has been reduced due
to increase in public transport
facilities also. The other reason for
slowdown in automobile sector is
that people are now avoiding use
of private vehicles due to lack of
parking space.
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he Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), main Opposition in
the State Assembly on
Wednesday staged protests in
all the districts including State
Capital Bhopal playing instruments like dhol-majira in order
to break the ‘slumber’ of the
Kamal Nath-led Congress
Government in Madhya
Pradesh on Wednesday.
The Congress Government
was in Kumbhkarni sleep and
the Opposition was required to
wake it up by playing dholmajira and bells, said the party
calling the protests Ghantanaad
(blowing the bells) agitation.
The party State head
Rakesh Singh led the protest in
Bhopal staging a gherao of the
collectorate with thousands of
party workers and senior party
leaders.
Former Lok Sabha speaker Sumitra Mahajan and Lok
Sabha MP Nandkumar Singh
Chauhan staged the protest
with partymen in Indore.
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The enthusiastic workers
while moving towards the collectorate broke the security
cordon and scaled the walls of
the collectorate.

In the process, the police
had a scuffle with protesters.
Leader of Opposition Gopal
Bhargav took part in the protest
in Jabalpur where the police

had to use water cannons to
disperse the angry protesters.
“No work is being done in the
Congress Government as the
Government is busy making
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inodini Samal, a 50-yearold woman teacher of a primary school in Rathiapala village under Odapada block in
Dhenkanal district, has set
examples for many due to her
work commitment and sincerity. For the past 10 years,
Binodini has not taken a day off
to ensure that her students do
not lag behind in getting education.
Moreover, she wades
through neck-deep water of
Sapua river everyday which
flows between Rathiapala and

Jaripala, her native village, to
reach the school.
The odds have not deterred
Binodini from carrying out
her job. She said imparting
education to children is her
goal in life. Despite advice
from her well-wishers not to be
bothered so much, Binodini is
firm on her commitment.
“I have been doing my job.
I don’t care about hurdles coming in my way to provide education to children,” said
Binodini, who gets only Rs
6,000 monthly salary.
She was appointed as a
Gana Shikshak in 2008, but the

excuses,” alleged Bhargav while
speaking to the media during
the protest.
We have staged this protest
to wake up the Government,
claimed the senior leader alleging that in this Government
peons resort to work after
accepting envelopes and minister only work after getting
suitcases (money).
Bhargav also courted arrest
along with other leaders and
workers after the protest.
The BJP leaders claimed
that they are on roads over the
issues including farm loan
waiver,
unemployment
allowance, spiralling electricity bills and others. Shivraj
Singh in Vidisha, Archana
Chitnis in Burhanpur and
Bhupendra Singh led the
protest in Gwalior. State
Congress Media in-charge
Shobha Oza told media persons
that the BJP leaders should
launch an agitation to wake up
the Central Government, if
they are really concerned about
the spiraling prices.

  +++
From Page 1
The TDP chief alleged that
Chief Minister Jagan Mohan
Reddy is murdering the
democracy by resorting to
house arrest and arrests of
TDP leaders who wanted to
participate in a peaceful rally.
The YSRCP too had
announced that it will conduct
‘Chalo Atmakur’ with victims
of the attacks by TDP leaders
during last five years. Its leaders alleged that Naidu is resorting to cheap gimmicks.
Director General of Police
Gautam Sawang said Naidu,
who is also the Leader of
Opposition, was taken into
preventive custody as his
actions are increasing tension
and creating disturbances in
Palnadu region of Guntur.
The police chief clarified
that he was not taken into pre-

ventive custody for fighting
against the Government policies.
Police have clamped prohibitory orders in the factionridden Palnadu region of
Guntur to prevent any showdown as the YSRCP had also
called for a counter-protest
march.
Before sending 165 victims
from the camp back, police and
revenue officials recorded their
statements about the problems
faced by them in their villages.
The officials assured them that
all steps would be taken to prevent clashes.
Naidu condemned the
police “attack” on the camp,
arrest of the TDP leaders and
forcibly evicting the victims. He
said the victims should not
have been sent back without
creating confidence in them
and punishing those involved
in the attacks on them.

F

ormer Union Minister
Bandaru Dattatreya on
Wednesday took oath as
Himachal Pradesh Governor
on Wednesday, succeeding
Kalraj Mishra.
Dattatreya, 72, was
Minister of State for Labour
and Employment in the BJP
Government headed by
Narendra Modi in 2014, and
was part of the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee Cabinet earlier. He is
Hill State’s 27th Governor.
Mishra, the previous
Himachal Pradesh Governor, is
now
new
Rajasthan
Governor.
Justice Dharam Chand
Chaudhary, Judge of HP High
Court administered the oath of
office and secrecy to him.
Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur,
his Cabinet colleagues and top
officials of the state
Government were present on
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president
Sukhbir Badal on
SW AD
ednesday

her sincerity and dedication on
social media, Binodini has
come to public attention.
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Government is yet to regularise
her job. After some social
activists narrated the story of
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demanded a formal
apology from the
United Kingdom
Government for the
unprovoked firing
on unarmed civilians trapped in
the walls of the Jallianwala Bagh
in Amritsar 100 years back
which led to the massacre of
more than 400 people and severe
injuries to another one thousand.
Appreciating the unequivocal apology offered by the
Archbishop of Canterbury
Justin Welby during his visit to
Jallianwala Bagh a day before,
Sukhbir said that it was high
time that the British
Government apologized for

this ghastly act.
He said that this
was the need of the
hour when the nation
was observing the
centenary of the massacre which had left a
permanent scar on
India’s national psyche.
Sukhbir said that
the Archbishop of Canterbury
had made a personal apology
by stating he was ashamed as a
religious leader and Christian
for the killing of peacefully
gathered people by the British
Indian army led by Brigadier
General Reginald Dyer.
“This is also the opinion of
ordinary citizens of Britain. I
think the time has come for the
British Government to recognize this sentiment and proffer
an apology which is already a
century overdue,” he added.

the occasion.
The Governor was also
given an impressive Guard of
Honour on the occasion. Chief
Secretary Shrikant Baldi read
out the warrant of appointment. Secretary to Governor
Rakesh Kanwar obtained signature of the Governor on the
charge certificate.
Talking to reporters, the
Governor said Himachal

Pradesh is known as the land
of Gods and also identified as
Veer Bhoomi.
The State has high traditions, rich culture and customs,
which makes this mountainous
region apart from others.
“I consider it my privilege
to have a chance to work
as a Governor in this
Himalayan State close to the
nature,” he said.
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as follow:
"Oxygen crisis will occur
because millennial inhale more
oxygen in the morning."
"Tourism is down because
people are seeing photos and
videos of places online."
"Aviation industry is facing
crisis because millennials prefer flying in PUBG plane"
"Computer sales are down
as @nsitharaman is using Bahi
Khata for Accounts"
Coming to the rescue of
the Government, BJP vicepresident Baijayant Panda said
emergence of cab services did
impact the automobile sector
but argued some new entrants
in the auto sectors are doing
very well even though there is
a slowdown for some established brands.
Deflecting the attack
against economic slowdown,
the BJP leader said Congress
was in no position to criticise
economy under the present
dispensation. He said UPA-I
received a very health economy from the Vajpayee era but
worsened it on account of its
"mismanagement".
He said many sectors
including the IT are doing
very well adding that Amazon
has opened centre giving jobs
to 15,000 people. Panda attributed external factors like global slowdown impacting the
Indian economy.

From Page 1
Former Finance Minister P
Chidambaram too expressed
concern over the state of economy and questioned the
Government on its plan to get
the country out of this "decline
and gloom". Chidambaram is
in judicial custody in
Tihar Jail for alleged corruption
cases and has asked his family
to post a message from him on
Twitter.
"I am deeply concerned
about the economy. The poor
are the worst affected. Lower,
fewer jobs, less trade and lower
investment affect the poor and
the middle class. Where is the
plan to get the country out of
this decline and gloom,"
Chidambaram asked on his
Twitter account.
Chidambaram on Monday
asked his family to post a message from him on Twitter. He
urged authorities not to arrest
officers who were involved in
giving clearances to INX Media
when he was Finance Minister,
saying none of them done anything wrong.
Twitteratis were also unforgiving in their attack on
Nirmala under the hashtag
#BoycottMillennials.
Some of the tweets were
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From Page1
The
PM wondered
whether anyone can imagine
an economy without animal
husbandry.
“In the life of rural India,
animal husbandry is very valuable. Can a family in a village
survive without it? But I don’t
know why some people get an
electric shock on hearing the
word,” Modi said.
He said environment and
livestock were always at the
core of India’s economic
thought and philosophy. “And
hence, be it Swachh Bharat or
Jal Jeevan Mission or promoting agriculture and animal
husbandry, we always try to
maintain a balance between
nature and economy.”
In his 40-minute speech,
the PM also brought up the terror attack on America this day
in 2001.
“Today terrorism has
become an ideology which has
transgressed every border. It is

a global problem and has
become a global threat whose
strong roots are getting nourished in our neighbourhood,”
he said in an apparent reference
to Pakistan.
He said the entire world
needs to take a pledge against
this ideology, against those
who are taking it forward and
those giving shelter and training to terrorists. “There is need
for strong action,” he said.
“India is fully competent to face
the challenge. We have shown
this and will also show it in
future.” Modi said his
Government’s effort to
strengthen anti-terror laws is a
step forward in this direction.
“September 11 is also a special
day for another reason, as it was
on this day a century back
when Swami Vivekananda
delivered his historic address in
Chicago,” he said.
“Through that speech, the
entire world thoroughly understood the culture and tradition

of India. But it is unfortunate
that on that very September 11,
the 9/11 terrorist attack took
place in the US, and it shook
the entire world.”
Modi also inaugurated the
National
Artificial
Insemination Programme in
Mathura.
Asking people to shun single-use plastic, Modi said its
wanton use posed a hazard to
the environment and led to
livestock and fish being killed.
Before the address, Modi
joined a group of women in
segregating plastic from waste
at a “Swachhta Hi Seva” programme.
He sat with a group of
women workers, symbolically
helping them sift waste to drive
home the message against plastic. Modi said following
Mahatma Gandhi’s preaching
on saving the environment,
people should make their
homes and offices free of single-use plastic by October 2.
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From Page1
The high court notification
came after the apex court during the day asked it to expeditiously decide on the request of
a special judge for setting up a
temporary court at the AIIMS
to record the Unnao rape survivor’s statement.
The special judge had
recently written a letter to the
Delhi High Court seeking permission to hold in-camera proceedings at the AIIMS for
recording the woman’s statement after doctors said it was
“not advisable” to bring her to
the court premises.
Sharma informed the
Registrar General of the high
court that the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI), the
woman and her family have
“no objection” to such deposition. The apex court also

directed the CBI to complete
within two weeks its probe and
file the charge sheet in the road
accident case, in which the rape
survivor was injured.
It also indicated that if the
special judge needed more
than 45 days to complete the
proceedings, then it may consider the request. While transferring the cases related to the
Unnao incident to Delhi, the
Supreme Court had fixed a
time limit of 45 days for the
trial court to complete the
proceedings.
The apex court had earlier said it wanted “fair and
speedy trial” in the cases arising out of the rape of the
woman, when she was a minor,
allegedly by now expelled BJP
legislator Kuldeep Singh Sengar
in Unnao in 2017.
In July, a truck rammed

into the car she was travelling
in with some family members
and her lawyer. Two of her
aunts died in the road accident.
She was airlifted from a hospital in Lucknow and brought to
the AIIMS for better care as she
continued to be critical.
On August 1, the apex
court had directed the Uttar
Pradesh Government to provide Rs 25 lakh to the rape survivor as an interim compensation. It had also directed the
state government to pay Rs 5
lakh to the lawyer, who is in a
critical condition and undergoing treatment.
The court had earlier
ordered transfer of all the five
related cases in the matter to
Delhi but later modified its
order putting in abeyance shifting of the accident case till the
probe was completed.

   +++
From Page 1
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June 2018 following the death
of former TTP leader Mullah
Fazlullah.
Under Noor Wali's leadership, TTP has claimed responsibility for numerous deadly
terrorist attacks across
Pakistan, the State Department
said in a press release.
The executive order allows
the US government to better
target terror group leaders and
provides new tools to pursue
individuals who participate in
terrorist training, Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin said.
It order also authorises
secondary sanctions on foreign
financial institutions that have
knowingly conducted or facilitated significant transactions
with sanctioned persons,
Mnuchin said. He added that
the order targets those actors
for and behalf of specially-designated global terrorists.
"Specifically, we have
leaders, operative and
financiers from over 11 terror-

ist organisations, including
Iran's Quds Forces, Hamas,
ISIS, Al Qaeda, and their affiliates," Mnuchin told White
House reporters at a joint news
conference with the Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo.
Pompeo described the
executive order as the "mostsignificant update" to counterterrorism sanctions authority
since September 2001.
The treasury secretary said
that his department was
enhancing efforts to deny terrorist access to the financial
system.
"Since the horrific attacks
of 9/11, the US government has
refocused its counter-terrorism
efforts to constantly adapt to
emerging threats. President
Trump's modernised counterterrorism Executive Order
enhances the authorities we use
to target the finances of terror
groups and their leaders to
ensure they are as robust as
possible," Mnuchin said.

to the
Bundestag lower
Shousepeaking
of parliament, the

-  %
  
 12!

CadSTPdSXbb^[eTb
7^dbT[Pd]RWTb
2P]PSPT[TRcX^]
RP\_PXV]

'  %  
 34  
 %

T

he US has unveiled new
steps to fight terrorism
and add muscle to the Trump
administration's ability to
pursue terror suspects, their
financiers and supporters
worldwide.
Utilising a new executive order signed by President
Donald Trump, issued on
the eve of the 9/11 anniversar y,
the
Treasur y
Department sanctioned over
two dozen individuals and
entities from 11 terrorist
groups, including Pakistanbased Tehrik-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP).
Noor Wali, also known
as Mufti Noor Wali Mehsud,
from the TTP was one of the
sanctioned individuals, the
US State Department said,
describing him as a Specially
Designated Global Terrorist.
He was named the
leader of the terror group in
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he
EU
warned
Wednesday that Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu's pledge to annex
the Jordan Valley in the occupied West Bank if he wins
next week's election undermines chances for peace in
the region.
"The
policy
of
settlement construction and
expansion... is illegal under
international law and its continuation, and actions taken
in this context, undermine
the viability of the two-state
solution and the prospects for
a lasting peace," an EU
spokesperson said in a statement to AFP.
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German leader said
there was still time to
hammer out a workable
accord.
"The EU will in a
few months experience
the exit of an important
member, the exit of
Britain," Merkel said.
"I am firmly convinced that we still have every
chance to do it in an orderly
way and the German government will work toward making
this possible until the very last
day."
However she added that if
the European Union and
Britain failed to agree on terms
for Brexit that Germany as the
bloc's top economy was "prepared" for a disorderly divorce.
British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson suspended parliament Tuesday following a
series of bruising clashes with

rime Minister Justin 05? C47A0=
CdaZThQ[Pbcb
Trudeau on Wednesday
P
kicked off the campaign for
ran on Wednesday rejected
=TcP]hPWdb
next month's Canadian gener- Ithe possibility of a meeting
al election, gunning to hold between President Hassan
onto his liberal majority in a Rouhani and US counterpart
P]]TgPcX^]
tight race against newcomers Donald Trump, after the White
flanks.
House signalled it was open to
_[TSVTPb²aPRXbc on both
The parties have already such an encounter.
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urkey has slammed as
"racist" Israeli Prime
T
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's
controversial pledge to annex the
Jordan Valley in the occupied
West Bank if he is re-elected in
September 17 polls.
"The election promise of
Netanyahu, who is giving all
kind of illegal, unlawful and
aggressive messages before the
election, is a racist apartheid
state," Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu wrote on his official
Twitter account in both English
and Turkis on Tuesday.
"Will defend rights and
interests of our Palestinian
brothers&sisters till the end," he
added.
The Turkish government
regards itself as a champion of
the Palestinian cause and has
never shied away from criticism
of Israel. Netanyahu issued the
deeply controversial pledge as he
gears up for elections on
September 17. He also reiterated his intention to annex Israeli
settlements in the wider West
Bank if re-elected.
Palestinians immediately
reacted to Netanyahu's statement by saying he was destroying any hopes for peace, while
his electoral opponents accused
him of a cynical play for rightwing nationalist votes with polls
only a week away.

been wooing voters with preelection ads, announcements
and whistle stops in key battlegrounds across the country.
But Governor General Julie
Payette's dissolution of parliament, at Trudeau's behest,
marked the official start of the
race to the Oct 21 ballot.
Mr Trudeau, who swept to
office in November 2015
promising "sunny ways" and
stressing the importance of
gender equality, gay rights and
the environment, faces an electorate more focused on the
economy and affordability
when it votes on Oct 21.
The 47-year-old married
father of three, whose colourful socks and classic good
looks are often splashed across
the international media, may
have history on his side.
Not since 1935 has a
Canadian Prime Minister
who won a parliamentary
majority in his first term been
booted from office in the next
election.
But Mr Trudeau may not
win enough seats to govern by
himself after a series of missteps that called into question
his leadership while cutting
into his once sky-high popularity.
That would leave him and
his Liberal Party weakened,
relying on opposition members
of parliament to push through
legislation.

Two of Trump's top lieutenants on Tuesday indicated he
was ready to meet the Iranian
president without preconditions, after the US leader sacked
his hawkish national security
adviser John Bolton.
But Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo and Treasury Secretary
Steven Mnuchin stressed the
United States would maintain its
campaign of "maximum pressure" against the Islamic republic.
The idea of a TrumpRouhani meeting was floated
last month by French President
Emmanuel Macron, who has
been spearheading European
efforts to de-escalate tensions

MPs over his Brexit plan but
insisted he was making every
effort to strike an exit deal with
the European Union.
As the planned departure
date of October 31st looms,
Johnson said: "We're working
very hard to get a deal. I think
we will get a deal but if absolutely necessary we will come out
with no deal."
The Conservative leader
has faced intense opposition in
the House of Commons to his
threat to leave the bloc without
agreeing exit terms with

between Iran and the United
States.
The arch-foes have been at
loggerheads since May last year
when Trump unilaterally withdrew from a 2015 nuclear deal
and began reimposing crippling sanctions on Iran.
Iran's representative at the
United Nations reiterated
Rouhani's position in an interview published Wednesday by
state news agency IRNA.
Majid Takht-Ravanchi said
a meeting could take place only
if Washington ends its "economic terrorism" by lifting all of
its sanctions against Tehran.
The Iranian envoy said any
meeting must also be held in the
framework of the group of
major powers that negotiated
the 2015 nuclear deal.
"As long as the US government's economic terrorism and
such cruel sanctions are
imposed on the Iranian people,
there is no room for negotiations," he was quoted as saying
by IRNA.

Brussels. Before he suspended parliament,
MPs rushed through
legislation requiring
Johnson to postpone
Brexit by three months
if he fails to secure a
deal at an EU summit
on October 17th-18th.
He took office in
July promising to renegotiate the Brexit terms
struck by his predecessor, Theresa May, which
were rejected three
times by MPs. He has previously said he would rather be
"dead in a ditch" than delay
Brexit.
Merkel has repeatedly
expressed concerns that a nodeal exit could deal a body blow
to the European economy with
a recession already looming.
But she has stressed
that the integrity of the EU
is too important to
sacrifice core principles for the
sake of a deal.
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ustralia on Wednesday
revealed that three of its
A
citizens had been detained in
Iran, the latest in a series of
Westerners to be seized by
authorities in Tehran.
News of the trio's detention
comes at a sensitive geopolitical juncture, and after Australia
announced that it would join a
US-led mission to protect shipping through the Strait of
Hormuz with tensions high in
the Gulf region.
"The Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade is
providing consular assistance to
the families of three Australians
detained in Iran," a spokesperson told AFP, declining to comment further citing privacy
obligations.
Canberra is battling to
keep efforts to free the trio
under wraps, and it is not
clear if the three have been
charged.
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W ZRXOG EH HDV\ HQRXJK WR VKUXJ RII WKH
JURZLQJFRQFHUQLQ:HVWHUQFDSLWDOVDERXW
WKHORFNGRZQLQWKHQHZO\GHILQHG-DPPX
DQG.DVKPLU - . DVRQHRISROHPLFVDQG
DUFKHW\SHVDQGTXHVWLRQWKHLUVWDQGSRLQWRQ
WKHLURZQKXPDQULJKWVVFHQDULRV6KRXOGZH
EH SUHDFKHG WR" 6KRXOG ZH DWWDFK DQ\
LPSRUWDQFHWRDVOHZRI866HQDWRUVH[SUHVV
LQJUHVHUYDWLRQVDERXWWKHVLWXDWLRQLQWKH9DOOH\
JLYHQWKH86·VRZQXQLODWHUDODQGXQUHIHUHQFHG
PRYHVLQWKH7UXPSHUD"6KRXOGZHDOVRLJQRUH
WKH 8QLWHG 1DWLRQV +LJK &RPPLVVLRQHU IRU
+XPDQ5LJKWV0LFKHOOH%DFKHOHW-HULD·VFRQFHUQDERXWWKHFRQWLQXHGFXUIHZLQ
WKH8QLRQ7HUULWRU\"2QHFRXOGDUJXHZHVKRXOGMXVWQRWUHDFWDQGOHWWKHZDWHU
VOLGHRIIDGXFN·VEDFN%HVLGHVGLSORPDWLFDOO\ZHKDYHGHILQLWHO\VFRUHGLQFRQ
YLQFLQJWKHZRUOGLQFOXGLQJWKH,VODPLFQDWLRQVWKDWWKHFKDQJHGVWDWXVZDVLQGHHG
DQLQWHUQDOPDWWHURI,QGLDFLUFXPVFULEHGZLWKLQRXUVRYHUHLJQ&RQVWLWXWLRQDOVSDFH
<HWLWLVSUHFLVHO\EHFDXVHZHSULRULWLVHLWDVRXULQWHUQDOFRQFHUQWKDWZHQHHG
WRQRUPDOLVHOLIHLQ- .UHVWRUHFRPPXQLFDWLRQQHWZRUNVDQGOHWSHRSOHUHFODLP
WKHLUHYHU\GD\OLYHVFXUUHQWO\KHPPHGLQE\FRQFHUWLQDZLUHVRIWKHNLQGUHSRUWV
VD\WKDWZDVQ·WWKHUHGXULQJWKHKHLJKWRIPLOLWDQF\,WLVSUHFLVHO\EHFDXVHZH
DUHDGHPRFUDF\WKDWZHKDYHZRUOGRSLQLRQDQGH[SHFWDWLRQRQRXUVLGHDQG
FDQQRWOHWWKDWJRRGZLOOVOLSDZD\EHFDXVHRIDVWXEERUQVHQVHRISXUSRVH7KLV
ZHQHHGWRGRIRURXURZQVDNHUDWKHUWKDQOLQNDQ\GHOD\WR3DNLVWDQ·VH[SRUW
RIWHUURU$VLWLVWKHELIXUFDWLRQRIWKHHUVWZKLOH6WDWHKDVDOLHQDWHGLWVFLYLOVRFL
HW\IXUWKHULQFOXGLQJWKRVHZKRKDGLQYHVWHGWKHPVHOYHVLQWKHDOLJQPHQWZLWK
,QGLDZKDWZLWKQRWDEOHVDQGEXVLQHVVPHQILQGLQJWKHPVHOYHVEHKLQGEDUVDQG
WKHHFRQRP\JRLQJLQWRDYLUWXDOIUHH]H,I3DNLVWDQVSRQVRUHGWHUURULVPLVOHDFK
LQJLQGHVSLWHDORFNGRZQDQGLVIHDUHGWREHFRPHDPRQVWHURQFHFXUEVDUH
OLIWHGWKHUHLVDOOWKHPRUHUHDVRQIRUWKH*RYHUQPHQWWRHQJDJHZLWKWKHRUGL
QDU\.DVKPLULDQGGHPRQVWUDWHWKHZLOOWRFKDQJHKLVKHUORWUHJDUGOHVVRI3DNLVWDQ
QRWEHFDXVHRILW7KHEHVWFRXQWHULQVXUJHQF\OHVVRQWHOOV\RXQRWWRWRXFKWKH
UHJXODURUFUHDWHQHZIODVKSRLQWV
0RUHWKDQLQWHUQDWLRQDOSHUFHSWLRQZHQHHGEDVLFKXPDQULJKWVLIZHGRQ·W
ZDQWWRELUWKDQRWKHUJHQHUDWLRQIHGRQGHQLDODQGSURSDJDQGDZKLFKFRXOGWXUQ
YLUXOHQWO\VHSDUDWLVW:HQHHGYLUDOFRPPXQLFDWRUVIRUVWUDWHJLFUHDVRQVWRR+RZ
LVWKDWSRVVLEOHLISHRSOHVWLOOKDYHWRZDONNPWRILQGDSKRQHERRWKWRFRQ
QHFWZLWKWKHLUIRONVRYHUODQGOLQHDVPRELOHQHWZRUNVDUHS\UUKLFLQQDWXUH"3HRSOH
FDQQRWEHJUHHWHGLQWKHLURZQFRPPXQLW\DQGQHLJKERXUKRRGE\PRUHWKDQ
SHRSOHDVWKDWZRXOGDPRXQWWRVHSDUDWLVWDFWLYLW\1RUFDQIXQHUDOSURFHVVLRQV
EHWDNHQRXW/RFDOUHSRUWVVD\WKDW-DPLD0DVMLGKDVUHPDLQHGORFNHGIRUWKH
SDVWPRQWK$QGEX\LQJGDLO\UDWLRQVFHUWDLQO\GRHVQ·WGRDQ\WKLQJIRUWKHFRQ
VXPHULVWHFRQRP\DVRQOLQHEXVLQHVVHVDQGDJJUHJDWRUVWDUWXSVKDYHEHHQIRUFHG
WRVKXWVKRS7KHZRUVWKLWDUHWKHWRXULVWRSHUDWRUVZKRVHERRNLQJVKDYHEHHQ
FDQFHOOHGEHIRUHWKHKROLGD\VHDVRQDQGDSSOHJURZHUV$WRQHRI$VLD·VELJJHVW
IUXLWPDUNHWVDW6RSRUHSULFHVKDYHFUDVKHGDQGIDUPHUVILQGLWFKHDSHUWRWUDVK
XQVROGVWKDQUHSDFNDJHWKHP7KHVHDSSOHIDUPHUVDOUHDG\LQDGHEWWUDSKDYH
QRZD\RIFODZLQJWKHLUZD\RXWRILWDVLWKDVEHHQDEXPSHU\HDU:KLOHWKH
*RYHUQPHQWKDVQRZGHFLGHGWREX\SHUFHQWDSSOHVGLUHFWO\IURPIDUPHUV
DQGWUDQVIHUVDOHPRQH\WRWKHLUDFFRXQWVLWKDVWRFRQVLGHUWKDWDSSOHRUFKDUGV
QHHGWRUXQDQGZRUNHUVQHHGWRUHDFKWKHP2QHPD\DUJXHWKDWWKHROGHUSROLW
LFDOHVWDEOLVKPHQWKDGIXHOOHGDWHUURUHFRQRP\WRNHHSLWVHOIUHOHYDQWIRUDQG
QHHGHGE\WKH*RYHUQPHQW%XWQRZWKDWLWVOHDGHUVDUHEHKLQGEDUVDQGZLOOEH
UHLQHGLQJRLQJIRUZDUGWKHUHDUHQRLQWHUORFXWRUV7KDWHOERZURRPKDVDOVR
EHHQFKRNHGDOWRJHWKHU6RGHPRFUDWLFSURFHVVHVQHHGWREHUHVWRUHGDWWKHORFDO
JRYHUQDQFHOHYHODWOHDVW:HFDQQRWZLVKDZD\WKHEHOOLJHUHQFHRISHRSOHZKR
KDYHEHHQ\DQNHGRXWRIWKHLUD[LVDVWKH\NQHZLWZLWKWKHSUHYDOHQWQDWLRQDO
WULXPSKDOLVP7KHODVWDOVRHQWDLOVDQDELOLW\WRDEVRUEGLVVHQWLIRQO\WRDOORZ
IUHHGRPRIH[SUHVVLRQ3DNLVWDQKDVDWOHDVWVFRUHGLQWKHSXEOLFUHODWLRQVEDW
WOHIORRGLQJWKHZRUOGPHGLDZLWKUHSRUWVRIFODXVWURSKRELFLPSRVLWLRQVLQ.DVKPLU
DQGUHSHDWHGOREE\LQJDWWKH81:HQHHGWRSXWRXWDVHIIHFWLYHDFRXQWHUQDU
UDWLYHRQHWKDWMXVWLILHVZK\.DVKPLULVRXULQWHUQDOLVVXHLQWKDWVSDFH:HFDQ
QRWZDLWIRUWKHGD\ZKHQHYHU\ERG\LQWKHZRUOGZLOOVFUHDPIUHHGRP
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DFN0DRU0D<XQWRJLYHKLV&KLQHVH
QDPHLVDOHJHQGLQWKHZRUOGRIHFRP
PHUFH+DYLQJVWXPEOHGXSRQWKHRSSRU
WXQLWLHVWKHLQWHUQHWRIIHUHGKHEHJDQKLVWHFK
QRORJLFDO FDUHHU E\ HVVHQWLDOO\ PRYLQJ WKH
&KLQHVHFODVVLILHGSDJHVRQOLQH)RU$PHULFDQ
FRPSDQLHVORRNLQJWRVRXUFHIURP&KLQDWKLV
EHFDPHDVWDUWLQJSRLQWDQG0DEHFDPHWKH
JRWRJX\,WZDVQRWORQJEHIRUHKHVDZRWKHU
RSSRUWXQLWLHVRQOLQH+LV$OLEDEDZHEVLWHPDGH
LWHDV\IRU&KLQHVHYHQGRUVWRVHOOHYHU\WKLQJ
³IURPSODVWLFFRQWDLQHUVWRFRPSXWHUV³
DQGVKRZRIIWKHLUZDUHVWRDJOREDODXGLHQFHRIEX\HUV,QGHHGRQHFDQDUJXH
WKDWZLWKRXW$OL%DEDWKH´0DGHLQ&KLQDµSKHQRPHQRQZLWK&KLQHVHJRRGVKRO
ORZLQJRXWWKHPDQXIDFWXULQJDELOLWLHVRIQDWLRQDIWHUQDWLRQZRXOGQRWKDYHKDS
SHQHG,WZDVQRWVXUSULVLQJWKDWWKH&KLQHVHHVWDEOLVKPHQWEHJDQWRYLHZ$OL%DED
DQGLWVYDULRXVHQWHUSULVHVSDUWLFXODUO\WKHILQDQFLDOVHUYLFHVDUP$OL3D\DQG$QW
)LQDQFLDOVHUYLFHVDVLQVWUXPHQWVRI&KLQD·VFDSLWDOLVWH[SDQVLRQDFURVVWKHZRUOG
1RWDEO\0DXVHGWKHVHWZRILUPVWRVSUHDGLQWR,QGLDZLWKLQYHVWPHQWVLQFRP
SDQLHVOLNH3D\70
:KLOHKHLVDQLQQRYDWRUWKHVXFFHVVRIVHYHUDORIKLVILUPVLVSULPDULO\GXH
WRWKHIDFWWKDWWKHLQWHUQHWLQ&KLQDKDVUHPDLQHGEHKLQGWKH´JUHDWILUHZDOOµ
:KLOH<DKRR·V-HUU\<DQJZDVDQHDUO\EHOLHYHULQ0DPRVW$PHULFDQILUPVKDYH
EHHQH[FOXGHGIURPGLUHFWO\SDUWLFLSDWLQJLQWKH&KLQHVHLQWHUQHW7KDWKDVQRW
KRZHYHUNHSWDZD\$PHULFDQFDSLWDO$OL%DED·V:DOO6WUHHWGHEXWZDVWKHPRVW
VXFFHVVIXOE\DIRUHLJQILUPLQWKH86(UJRVRPHRI0D·VFRPPHQWVZKLFK
HFKRWKDWRIWKH&KLQHVH*RYHUQPHQWDERXW´RSHQDQGIUHHµPDUNHWVVHHPUDWKHU
LURQLF&KLQDKDVDOORZHGDKRVWRIZRUOGFODVVILUPVWRKDYHEHHQEXLOWLQVLGH
LWVFORVHGZDOOVSURWHFWHGIURPRXWVLGHSUHGDWRUVDQGQRZIOXVKZLWKFDVKWKH\
ZDQWWRJRRXWDQGEX\WKHZRUOG:KLOH0DLVQRGRXEWDVXFFHVVVWRU\ULVLQJ
IURPQRWKLQJWREHFRPHRQHRI&KLQD·VULFKHVWPHQ,QGLDVKRXOGEHGRXEO\FDUH
IXODERXWDFFHSWLQJPRQH\LQFRPSDQLHVWKDWSURYLGHHVVHQWLDOVHUYLFHV5XPRXU
KDVLWWKDWWKH&KLQHVH*RYHUQPHQWHYHQWXDOO\HDVHG0DRXWEXWJLYHQWKHVWLOO
RSDTXHZD\WKDWLWVFRUSRUDWHHQYLURQPHQWRSHUDWHVRQHFDQQHYHUEHVXUH&KLQD
LVLQFUHDVLQJO\VHHLQJILUPVFUHDWHGE\WKHOLNHVRI0DWREHWRROVLQLWVTXHVWWR
WDNHRQWKH860D\EHKHSURWHVWHGWKLVZHZLOOQHYHUNQRZ%XWWKHULVHRI0D
ZLOOHYHQWXDOO\EHPDGHLQWRDPRYLHWKDWPXFKLVFHUWDLQ
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ill Chinese President Xi
Jinping make it to the southern beach resort of
Mahabalipuram? And if the
informal summit with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi does get confirmed, can the two leaders pull off a coup and
come to an agreement to solve the vexed border dispute? Today, one is not even sure if the
meeting can take place. One obvious reason
is that the next round of border talks between
the Special Representatives (SR) of both
nations was postponed recently. The Indian
and Chinese SRs were to meet this month in
New Delhi for the 22nd round to prepare for
the Xi-Mo (Xi Jinping-Modi) summit.
It was the Chinese Foreign Ministry’s
spokesperson who announced that the talks
between SRs will not take place now: “Due
to India’s schedule, this visit has been temporarily postponed. The two sides will continue to maintain communication on this
issue,” read a Chinese statement. There is certainly more than just a question of “schedule.”
India has been deeply shocked by China’s
stand at the UN Security Council. After the
abrogation of Article 370 of the Indian
Constitution, Beijing blatantly supported
Pakistan. During a press conference in New
York, Zhang Jun, China’s Permanent
Representative to the UN, said that India had
changed the status quo in Kashmir, causing
tensions in the region. He argued that India
had challenged China’s sovereign interests:
“Such practice by India …will not change
China’s exercise of sovereignty and effective
administrative jurisdiction over the relevant
territory.”
One wishes India would now start talking about the human rights in Tibet, the fate
of the Uyghurs in Xinjiang or the aspirations
of the Hong Kong population — the cancellation of the SR talks should certainly be seen
in this perspective. The Hindustan Times commented: “It is rare — in fact unheard of —
for China to officially confirm the delay of the
top-level bilateral meeting, which the
Government, or the Foreign Ministry hadn’t even announced.”
A factor which has certainly played a role
in the postponement is the continuous proPakistan bias showed by Wang Yi, the
Chinese SR and Foreign Minister. Last weekend, he visited Islamabad and met the
Pakistani President, Prime Minister Imran
Khan and Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi (officially, he had gone to attend the
3rd China-Afghanistan-Pakistan Foreign
Ministers’ Dialogue). Perhaps more telling for
India, Wang had detailed talks with the Chief
of Army Staff, Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa, and
both pledged to deepen cooperation in various fields between the two nations.
According to Xinhua, Wang asserted that
China “will firmly support Pakistan in safeguarding sovereignty, dignity and territorial
integrity and the Government to achieve
national stability, development and prosperity. China will also firmly support Pakistan

in playing a more constructive
role in regional and international affairs.”
Was it a coincidence that
Pakistan decided to release Jaishe-Mohammad chief Maulana
Masood Azhar from protective
custody? According to
Intelligence reports quoted in the
Indian media, Azhar, though
designated a terrorist by the
United Nations in May 2019, has
been let out to plan terrorist operations against our country.
Another issue usually not
mentioned is the fact that the SR
talks have been downgraded.
For years, the National Security
Advisor used to meet Yang Jiechi,
who was then State Councillor
(like Wang Yi today). Yang was
later promoted as a member of
the Politburo, while his Indian
counterpart, Ajit Doval, was elevated to the rank of a Cabinet
Minister. The logical and normal
way would have been that Doval
continued to meet Yang. Instead,
Wang, far junior, was designated
by China as the new SR. This
amounts to a de facto downgrading of the talks.
Just to give an example, last
month, amid the Hong Kong
unrest, important China-US talks
were held in New York. Mike
Pompeo, the US Secretary of
State, met Yang Jiechi. Any serious talks are usually conducted
by Yang; if China was serious
about solving the border issue,
Yang should have been named as
SR by Beijing.
Another sign of black clouds

FTWPeT]cS^]TcWXb
0\T]S\T]c0Rcc^PdV\T]c
aTeT]dTFTWPeTS^]TcWXbc^
bPeT[XeTb8UBcPcT6^eTa]\T]cb
fP]cc^aTSdRTXcUX]TcWThPaT
fT[R^\Tc^S^b^

8eT[^bcX]cTa]PcX^]P[UX[\bP]S
X]\^bcRPbTbcWT\PZTabUT[c
8S^]c[^^ZR^]eT]cX^]P[
8]SXP]¨8cbbda_aXbX]VW^f8
WPeTQTT]c^[ScWPc8[^^ZSXU
UTaT]c`dXcTP]d\QTa^UcX\Tb

B^\TbTRcX^]b^UcWTDB\TSXP
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:PbW\XacWPcXbQTX]V_dbWTS
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X]X\XRP[c^8]SXPbX]cTaTbc
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¯7PabWEPaSWP]BWaX]V[P
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Sir — This refers to the editorial, “True grit” (September 10).
Roger Federer, Rafael Nadal and
Novak Djokovic, the “big three”
who have been dominating the
world of tennis, are exceptional
players and have shared the bulk
of the Grand Slam crowns in the
last 10 years. This hegemony is
unlikely to fade anytime soon.
This year itself, all the four
slams were conquered by this
tenacious trio.
Such an exceptional display of
spirit and valour deserves all
adulation but this dominance
also raises questions as to why the
younger generation has not been
able to dent their supremacy, baring rare occasions. Stan
Wawrinka and Andy Murray
firmly believe that young players
are likely to entrench themselves
at the top of the game for an
extended period.
The 2019 US Open final will
be remembered not only as one
of the greatest victories of Nadal
but also as the revival of hope for
young guns in the form of Daniil
Medvedev. With Murray yet to
recover from hip injur y
Wawrinka, Cilic and even
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gathering over bilateral relations
was when the Northern Army
Commander Lt Gen Ranbir
Singh postponed his scheduled
visit to China. Officially, it was
meant to monitor the situation in
Kashmir but there is no doubt
that the Chinese side was not
keen on the visit and remained
vague. In these circumstances, is
the time propitious for a serious
advance on the vexed border
issue? The answer is no.
Officials in India are often
confused by the length of India’s
border with China. According to
the MEA: “The entire SinoIndian border is 4,056 km long
and traverses one Indian Union
Territory, Ladakh, and four States
viz, Uttarakhand, Himachal
Pradesh, Sikkim and Arunachal
Pradesh”. While the MHA says,
“India shares 3,488 km of border
with China that runs along
Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Sikkim
and Arunachal Pradesh…the
border is not fully demarcated
and the process of clarifying
and confirming the Line of
Actual Control is in progress.”
They have forgotten about the
Shaksgam Valley “donated” by
Pakistan to China in 1963.
Though currently in China’s possession, it is very much part of
Indian territory. This should be
the first point on the agenda of
the SRs when they meet.
On August 29, Union
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
reiterated India’s position:
“Kashmir has always been India’s
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2:@Q`bYc_^Ub_VYdc_g^bXUd_bYS
^^]PUcTacWT_dQ[XRPcX^]^UcWT=PcX^]P[ATVXbcTa
^U2XcXiT]b=A2X]0bbP\1WPaPcXhP9P]PcP?Pach
19?RWXTU0\XcBWPWfW^WPSTPa[XTaRP[[TSX[[T
VP[X\\XVaP]cb°cTa\XcTb±cWd]STaTScWPc]^X[[TVP[X\\X
VaP]cf^d[SQTP[[^fTSc^bcPhX]cWTR^d]cahBWPWP[b^
bPXScWPcP]=A2f^d[SQT_aT_PaTSU^aTeTahBcPcTX]
cWTR^d]cah1dcTeT]PUcTab_T]SX]V !Ra^aT^U
_dQ[XR\^]Th^]cWXb_a^YTRc^][h (%%$&_T^_[TWPeT
QTT][XbcTSPbX[[TVP[X]bcTPS^UcWTUXVdaT^U#[PZWTPa
[XTa`d^cTSQhBWPWCWT=A2XbcWdb]^fQTX]VcaTPc
TSPbP°U[PfTSS^Rd\T]c±P]SWPb[TUccWT19?P_aXb
^]Ta^UXcb^f]aWTc^aXR
CWT19?³b0bbP\d]XcRWXTUWPbe^fTSc^_a^cTRc
cWTaXVWcb^UcWTVT]dX]TRXcXiT]b1dccWTad[X]V19?Xb
X]PQX]SPbXcb_[P]c^\^eT^dccWTX[[TVP[<db[X\_^_
d[PcX^]fXcWcWTWT[_^U=A2WPbQPRZUXaTSCWT[XbcbW^fb
cWPc7X]SdbR^\_aXbTP[PaVT_a^_^acX^]^UcW^bTTgR[dS
TSUa^\cWTaTXST]cXUXRPcX^]_a^RTbbCWXbWPbST\^[
XbWTScWT\hcW^UcWT°\PbbXeTX]U[dg±^UX[[TVP[\XVaP]cb
X]c^0bbP\cWPccWT_PachWPbQTT]cahX]Vc^_a^_PVPcT
0[[cWPccWTUPd[ch[XbcWPbPRR^\_[XbWTSXbc^WPeTaT]
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Nishikori were the top contenders
to break the hegemony of the big
three. However, that threat was
shortlived. Only time can solve
the most pertinent puzzle dominating men’s tennis as to when
the change of guard will ultimately happen.
Rohit Kaushik
Via email

territory and will remain so.” He
added that Pakistan, which illegally occupied Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) and GilgitBaltistan, has no locus standi in
Kashmir. The implication is that
the “donation” of Shaksgam
Valley is invalid and needs to be
discussed. In July 1961, three conversations took place between
Zhang Wenji, Director of the
Foreign Ministry’s Asian Affairs
Department
and
G
Parthasarathy, the Indian Charge
d’affaires in Beijing.
Zhang argued that based on
China’s experience of SinoBurmese and Sino-Nepalese
negotiations, though the two
sides disagree on the facts, two
methods were worked out to
resolve differences: (1) Each
presents a factual basis and
objectively compares them,
looking to see whose information is relatively more logical
…and more beneficial to the two
countries’ friendship; (2) each
can keep to its own position and
consider, from a political standpoint, what kind of resolution
would be more beneficial.
This could be a way to proceed but basic trust needs to be
built first. It is not present today.
It is, therefore, doubtful if a
XiMo encounter can bring any
“early harvest” as predicted by the
Chinese side. In these circumstances, the best one can expect
is some “softening” of the Line of
Actual Control.
(The writer is an expert on
India-China relations)

STaTScW^dbP]Sb^UWP_[Tbb_T^_[TTb_TRXP[[hcWT_^^a
P]ScWTX[[XcTaPcTfXcW^dcS^Rd\T]cbc^TbcPQ[XbWcWTXa
aTbXST]Rh^a[TVPRhW^\T[TbbX]cWTXa^f]R^d]cah>]T
^][hW^_TbcWPccWTBd_aT\T2^dacX]cTaeT]TbX]cWXb
\PccTa c^ aTbRdT cWT\ Ua^\ P] d]RTacPX] UdcdaT P]S
X\\T]bTbdUUTaX]V
1XShdc:d\Pa2WPccTaYTT
5PaXSPQPS

E^bUQ\YcdYS]_fU
Sir — With the Gujarat
Government’s decision to cut
down traffic penalties by 25 per
cent to 90 per cent as against the
ones notified by the Centre, many
States have undertaken similar
actions. For example, the Odisha

Government has sought to
approach the Centre to demand
amendments to the new Motor
Vehicles Act. Many States have
not even implemented the Act
fearing backlash from the people.
Truly speaking, the new legislation is good in intent. The hefty
fines imposed on those violating
the rules may lead to a change in

behaviour among them. But it is
also true that not everyone is
financially strong enough to pay
the fines. To top it all, in many
cases, traffic policemen have acted
overzealously by imposing multiple fines on one person. A way has
to be found to make this Act a
success. While it is for the
Government to tweak certain
portions of the amended Act to
make the fines realistic, citizens,
too, must start behaving.
Shambhavi
Via email

E`X_\T`U_`\UµcbYWXdc
Sir — After the abrogation of
Article 370, one of the prime concerns of the Government should
be to uphold basic civil rights.
Most parts of Jammu & Kashmir
today lack mobile and internet
connectivity. It must restore these
basic requirements without jeopardising people’s security. Failure
to do so will raise a question mark
on our credentials as the world’s
largest democracy.
Giriraj
Via email
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
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KHHFRQRP\LVLQVKDPEOHVDQGH[SHFWLQJLWWRWKULYHLVDNLQ
WRH[SHFWLQJDPLUDFOH$VXSSRVHGO\QDWLRQDOLVW*RYHUQPHQW
LVNHHSLQJLWLQVKDFNOHVE\FXUELQJVSHQGLQJRQHRIWKHIRUH
PRVWFRQGLWLRQVIRUDWKULYLQJHFRQRP\7KH*URVV'RPHVWLF3URGXFW
*'3 KDVFRPHGRZQWRILYHSHUFHQWDQGLIWKHDLOLQJHFRQRP\LV
QRWDOORZHGWREORVVRPQRZJURZWKFDQIDOOWRFULWLFDOOHYHOV
1RUPDOO\WKHVKDUHPDUNHWLVQRWDUHIOHFWLRQRIWKHVWDWHRIWKH
HFRQRP\+RZHYHUWKHFRQWLQXRXVIDOOLQLQGLFHVLVDQLQGLFDWLRQRI
WKHGLSLQGRPHVWLFDVZHOODV)RUHLJQ3RUWIROLR,QYHVWPHQWV )3, 
)RUWKHUHFRUG)3,VKDYHZLWKGUDZQFURUHIURPWKHPDU
NHWLQOHVVWKDQWZRPRQWKVGXHWRSROLF\IOLSIORSVDVQRERG\XQGHU
VWDQGVZK\WKH)LQDQFH0LQLVWHULVZLWKGUDZLQJ%XGJHWSURSRVDOV
7KHUHDOHVWDWHVHFWRULVJDVSLQJWKHEDQNLQJVHFWRULVXQVWDEOHWKH
LQGXVWU\LVLQDWL]]\WKHDXWRVHFWRULVSUHSDULQJIRUDFRQWLQXRXV
IDOOLQGHPDQGDQGWKH)DVW0RYLQJ&RQVXPHU*RRGV )0&* VHF
WRULVIRUFHGWRFXWSULFHVRZLQJWRYDQLVKLQJEX\HUV
,W·VDYHU\WHOOLQJVLJQZKHQDPHPEHURIWKH3ULPH0LQLVWHU·V
(FRQRPLF$GYLVRU\&RPPLWWHH5DWKLQ5R\DGPLWVWKDWWKHFRXQWU\
LVLQUHFHVVLRQ1RWHGHFRQRPLVWDQG1,7,$D\RJ&KDLUPDQ5DMLY
.XPDUKDVEHHQHYHQPRUHFDQGLGLQDFNQRZOHGJLQJWKDW,QGLDLV
IDFLQJDQHFRQRPLFGRZQWXUQDOLTXLGLW\FULVLVZKHUHLQOHQGHUVKDYH
VWRSSHGIXQGLQJEXVLQHVVHVUHVXOWLQJLQWKHPKDYLQJWRVXUYLYHRQ
FDVK6RGRZHKDYHDVROXWLRQ",WLVZRUVHWKDQWKHGLVHDVH7KH
8QLRQ%XGJHWKDVVHYHUDOWD[UHODWHGDPHQGPHQWVDQGQHZ
GUDFRQLDQUXOHV:KHWKHU\RXDUHEX\LQJOLIHLQVXUDQFHSURSHUW\RU
PDNLQJEDQNLQJWUDQVDFWLRQVWKHQHZQRUPVWKDWFDPHLQWRHIIHFW
IURP6HSWHPEHUZLOOKDYHDQLPSDFWRQLQFRPHDQGWD[HV,QVKRUW
LWPHDQVHYHU\VSHQGHUZRXOGKDYHWREHPRUHPHWLFXORXVDERXW
PDLQWDLQLQJDFFRXQWVRIH[SHQGLWXUHWKDQHQJDJLQJLQHDUQLQJRU
VSHQGLQJPRQH\
7KHILYHQHZFRPPDQGPHQWVRIWKH,QFRPH7D['HSDUWPHQW
ZRXOGSXWEUDNHVRQSURGXFWLYHDFWLYLWLHVDIIHFWVDYLQJVDQGSXW
VSHQGLQJRQKROG7KHVHDUHDVIROORZV7D['HGXFWHGDW6RXUFH
7'6 RQOLIHLQVXUDQFHSROLF\HQJDJLQJDSURIHVVLRQDOHYHQDPDVRQ
ZRXOGQHHGGHGXFWLRQRI7'6KDYLQJWRSD\7'6DWWKHWLPHRISXU
FKDVLQJLPPRYDEOHSURSHUW\7'6RQFDVKZLWKGUDZDODQGODVWEXW
QRWWKHOHDVWEDQNVZRXOGNHHSDFRQWLQXRXVZDWFKDQGUHSRUWHYHQ
WKHVPDOOHVWWUDQVDFWLRQ
<HV,QGLDLVEHFRPLQJDQHIIHFWLYHSROLFH6WDWH2QHRIWKHILUVW
NLQJVWRHQVXUHDSROLFH6WDWHZDV$ODXGGLQ.KLOMLZKRWLJKWHQHG
WKHDGPLQLVWUDWLRQWRNHHSHYHU\LQGLYLGXDOLQFKHFN7KHSUHVHQW
*RYHUQPHQWQHHGVWROHDUQIURP.KLOMLDVWKHHFRQRP\FROODSVHG
XQGHUKLVDGPLQLVWUDWLRQ,QGLDWRRNDKXQGUHG\HDUVWRFRPHRXW
RIWKDWPRUDVV
7'6VKRZVWKDWWKHV\VWHPKDVQRIDLWKLQWKHSHRSOHVRHYHQ
EHIRUHDQLQGLYLGXDOFDQHDUQWKH*RYHUQPHQWH[WRUWVLWVVKDUH:K\
WD[DOLIHLQVXUDQFHSROLF\ZKHQWKH6WDWHQHHGVWRSURPRWHLWWRSUR
YLGHDVHQVHRIVHFXULW\WRWKHSHRSOHLQFUHDVHVDYLQJVDQGERRVW
WKHHFRQRP\"$WD[RQLWQRWRQO\VRXUVWKHPRRGEXWKLWVLQVXU
DQFHVDOHVDYLQJVDQGXOWLPDWHO\WKH*RYHUQPHQWLWVHOIVWDQGVWR
ORVH$QLQWHOOLJHQWPRYHZRXOGKDYHEHHQWRDOORZIUHHVDOHUDLVH
VDYLQJVIRUZHOIDUHSURJUDPPHVDQGHDUQWD[HVE\ERRVWLQJHFR
QRPLFDFWLYLW\7KHQHZUXOHVZRXOGHQVXUHWKHRSSRVLWH
2IILFLDOVSRVVLEO\EHOLHYHWKDWZKHWKHUWKHUHLVHFRQRPLFDFWLY
LW\RUQRWWD[UHDOLVDWLRQPXVWLPSURYH%XWWKHUHDOLPSDFWZRXOG
EHGLPLQXWLRQRIDFWLYLWLHV$WOHDVW7'6RQSXUFKDVHRILPPRYDEOH
SURSHUW\ZRXOGHQVXUHLW$VLWLVWKHUHDOHVWDWHVHFWRULVLQWKHGRO
GUXPV3XWWLQJPRUHVWULQJVZRXOGGHSUHVVLWHYHQPRUHDVPRVW
JHQXLQHEX\HUVGRQRWKDYHHQRXJKPRQH\WRLQYHVWLQSURSHUW\,I
DSHUVRQSXWVPRQH\LQDSURSHUW\QRZVKHZRXOGKDYHWRSD\
7'6RQFOXEPHPEHUVKLSFDUSDUNLQJIHHHOHFWULFLW\DQGZDWHUIDFLO
LW\IHHVPDLQWHQDQFHIHHDGYDQFHIHHZKLFKDUHLQFLGHQWDOWRWKH
WUDQVIHURIDSURSHUW\7KLVUDLVHVWKHSULFHRIDSURSHUW\PDQLIROG
LQDQDOUHDG\LQIODWLRQDU\PDUNHW$OVRWKH*RYHUQPHQW·VELGWRFXUE
FDVKWUDQVDFWLRQVKDVOHGWRLPSRVLWLRQRISHUFHQW7'6RQSD\
PHQWVDERYHFURUH7KLVPHDQVDQLPPHGLDWHORVVRI ODNK
DQGVXEVHTXHQWJULOOLQJE\DXWKRULWLHV
7KLVLVSUHSRVWHURXV$VDQDWLRQGRZHZDQWWRGLVFRXUDJH
VSHQGLQJE\LQVWLOOLQJIHDULQWKHFLWL]HQV"7KHREYLRXVUHSHUFXVVLRQ
ZRXOGEHIXUWKHUPHOWGRZQLQWKHPDUNHWDQGWKHHFRQRP\7KHVRRQ
HUVXFK´ZLVHµVWHSVDUHGRQHDZD\ZLWKWKHEHWWHULWLV
7KHODVWUXOHYLUWXDOO\FKDLQVWKHFLWL]HQV$OUHDG\WKHUXOHVGHPDQG
VWDWHPHQWRIILQDQFLDOWUDQVDFWLRQVWKDWDUHDERYHD\HDU
1RZWKHEDQNVKDYHEHHQRUGDLQHGWRUHSRUWHYHQWKHVPDOOHVWWUDQV
DFWLRQV8QOHVVWKHVHUXOHVDUHUHPRYHGE\WKH%KDUDWL\D-DQDWD3DUW\
%-3 WKDWSURSDJDWHGOLEHUDOLVDWLRQVLQFHWKHVWKHHFRQRP\LV
KHDGHGIRUGRRP/HWWKHSHRSOHVSHQGIUHHO\DQGFRQWULEXWHWRWKH
HFRQRP\DQG,QGLD·VJURZWK,WZLOOEHDZLQZLQVLWXDWLRQIRUDOO
7KHZULWHULVDVHQLRUMRXUQDOLVW
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f only we could go back to the way things were
when Prime Minister Narendra Modi came to
power in 2014, when there was so much optimism in the country. The wishful thinking is a common refrain now. Much has changed in the macro
and micro environment since then as both “endogenous and exogenous” factors have played a part in
slowing down the global and Indian economy. And
though it is laudable that the Finance Minister didn’t wait for the Government’s first full-year budget
in February 2020 to make necessary rectification,
hopefully recent interventions can help green
shoots of revival spring up after the next two quarters, the minimum time needed for it.
While the existing problems are well known,
senior economists are at sea to fathom the nature
of the beast at hand. Yet, there are some definitive
assumptions one derives from data points available
and it is important not to get too pessimistic, as each
sector, country and company reacts differently to
negative triggers.
At the macro-level, till January 2021 when a new
US President will be in place, expect a world in flux.
That’s because Donald Trump’s re-election campaign
hinges on projecting himself as the hero of an
“America First” policy, which will continue to escalate US-China trade tensions, with cascading
effects on trade and job losses globally. America’s
trade bullying is making it a “lose-lose” proposition
for American consumers, Chinese manufacturers
and the rest of the world. According to International
Monetary Fund’s (IMF) forecasts, America’s unilateralism will reduce the world economic output by
0.5 per cent, having a recessionary impact on the
world economy.
Then, at the micro-level, which pertains to India,
let us view how the science of behavioural finance
plays out on corporates and retail investors when
confronted with a “flight or fight syndrome.” This
can be seen in relation to how Governments and
individuals responded to business cycles during the
1998 Asian financial crisis, the 2008 slump and now
the 2019 sputter. We are now at the lowest ebb, with
a lock-jawed economy at five per cent Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) growth.
Here is a textbook example of what occurs when
money supply halts. Discretionary spending gets
postponed as consumers turn cautious and the resultant fall in demand threatens a local and global slowdown, as all economic vitals sink into downward
spirals. Yet, strangely, higher income brackets don’t
get impacted during downturns on the consumption side, unlike middle and lower middle
classes.
Private consumption has been the biggest propeller of India’s economic growth. But Private Final
Consumption Expenditure (PFCE) growth was just
three per cent in the June quarter. The salaried class
has become afraid of taking loans for automobiles
or housing, as savings-to-GDP ratio comes under
pressure. The collateral damage is already impacting the construction and automobile sectors, which
are among the largest employers and feed a supply
chain of at least 200 ancillaries of growth, as they
are laying-off the unorganised sector labour which
comprises 90 per cent of the workforce.
Thereafter, the country sinks into deeper sovereign debt and yet the only panacea is to look
towards the Government itself to increase spending on welfare schemes and pump funds into infrastructure, railways, roadways and health care. At this
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point, there are two options for the Centre.
It can tap into the Reserve Bank of India’s
(RBI) reserves and go in for sovereign borrowing. The latter is a double-edged sword
due to exchange rate risks, especially if it
is a Euro/dollar debt. Because though the
borrowing interest rates are low, the rate
of the rupee could plummet further.
Besides, as India’s sovereign rating is “just
above investment grade”, lending costs will
be higher.
The transfer of the surplus amount by
the RBI comes as a well-considered and
consensual move between the Centre and
the central bank, if the infused windfall
of 1.76 lakh crore of the surplus reserve
transferred is used to stimulate consumption demand instead of diverting it to
funding the Government’s revenue deficit.
India has been growing at an average
of 7.5 per cent in the last five years. Yet
globally, the new-normal for growth
rates has seen downward revisions by a
percentage point, and a climb-up of
national debt to GDP ratios to levels as
high as the pre-2008 years. In order to
transit towards a new growth trajectory,
we cannot afford to grow at sub-optimal
rates of anything below eight to ten per
cent GDP annually, year on year, for the
next 20 years. The Centre needs a more
holistic approach, which entails both
structural reforms as well as cyclical boosts
to raise short and medium term-growth.
And even in a slowdown, there exist pockets of growth that can be scaled up.
The Centre has the biggest role to play
in this by tapping into its own domestic
propellers of growth, of which labourintensive industries like housing, infrastructure, tourism, education and manufacturing, can be the prime movers.
The Centre must have a calibrated
approach towards Industry 4.0 that guzzles labour-intensive jobs and opts for
automation, as there still exists a vast
potential for labour-intensive manufactured goods within the domestic market
and exports to Southeast Asian markets.
The Government needs to lower the

following: The cost of capital, land, electricity and corporate taxes in particular,
so that firms hire more, earn more and
pay more revenue; while simultaneously
improving the quality of human resources
to increase the productivity quotient.
The potential for upside growth in
India exists in building infrastructure,
urbanisation and making India into a
global hub for start-ups, exports, services
and manufacturing. India had hoped to
encash the opportunity that US-China
trade wars threw up but the anticipated
relocation to India is yet to happen.
India contributes nearly three per cent
to the world’s GDP but has only one per
cent share of the global investment
money. The present stock of global
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) exceeds
$32 trillion. Global inflows have continued to decline since the peak of 2015,
despite FDI policies in India being progressively liberalised, with in-bound
inflows of $64 billion in 2018-19. There
is scope to double this investment by making India a preferred investment destination, as doubling this figure from one per
cent to two per cent in itself could yield
close to $3 trillion inflows into the country.
While there is a silver lining that inflation has been contained to below four per
cent and the fiscal deficit was contained
at 3.4 per cent of the GDP, the Centre
needs to rethink its stance on both.
Because maintaining the fiscal deficit target of 3.3 per cent amidst a contracting
economy may not be the best policy in
times of contraction, when there is need
to turn expansionary by increasing capital expenditure on public projects. And
inflation must be allowed to rise a bit,
because rural wages and consumption
dropped as farmers were paid less.
The intent in correcting some of the
anomalies in tax laws is laudable and long
overdue. Implementation of the recommendations of the Akhilesh Ranjan-led
task force on the Direct Tax Code must
work towards effectively overhauling an

archaic tax administration system. Its
objective must be to ensure “ease of taxation” and to “maximise certainty and
minimise disputes.”
The Government also needs to
explore hitherto untapped sources for revenue generation. Herein, India must take
the initiative to tax big tech differently, as
this is an untapped source of revenue.
Because tech giants like Google, Amazon
and Facebook invoice their revenues out
of India, while maintaining operations in
the country, showing lesser profits.
Developed nations are trying to form a
consensus on a way forward unitedly to
impose higher taxation on big tech.
Beyond a maximum revenue threshold,
the surplus revenue must be taxed on
Indian turf.
Digital commerce is anticipated to
bring about the next biggest revolution in
creating jobs and increasing GDP, as companies seek to draw the next 500 million
Indians into the e-commerce mainstream. For example, revenues of Asia’s
largest company, Alibaba, rose 42 per cent
in the last quarter of 2019, defying the
slowdown, due to internet- shopping supply chains. Energising the Micro, Small &
Medium Enterprises (MSME) marketplace needs tapping into low-cost funding from multilateral banks; providing
adequate skilling and marketing support,
so as to encourage digital entrepreneurship in financial services, online retail,
online education and remote healthcare.
In conclusion, slowdowns are never
as bad as they appear, nor are economic
boom times as prosperous as they seem.
Because historically, periods of boom are
times when asset bubbles get created, giving an illusion of rising prosperity. But in
effect, they have invariably presaged
downturns. So let’s ride this out. Tough
times call for being mindful of efficiencies at all levels, so India can emerge
stronger and smarter.
(The writer is an author, columnist,
chairperson for National Committee on
Financial Inclusion at NITI Aayog)
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erosols, tiny solid particles or
liquid droplets suspended in
the atmosphere, are rapidly
becoming the ubiquitous factor in
environmental degradation and
pushing up the frequency of
droughts across the world, especially in India. They can come from natural sources, like dust or wildfires, or
man-made sources such as vehicles
and industrial emissions.
A team of atmospheric scientists
from India, USA and Canada found
that aerosols in the atmosphere can
increase the severity of droughts in
the Indian subcontinent by as much
as 17 per cent during El Niño years.
The El Niño phenomenon,
which occurs when there is abnor-

mal warming over the Pacific Ocean,
is already considered detrimental for
the monsoon as it blocks the flow of
moisture-bearing winds from the
oceans to the Indian landmass. A
new study by Indian Institute of
Tropical Meteorology (IITM) Pune
found that it further weakens the
monsoon by transporting aerosols
from lower altitudes in the East Asian
region up and into the higher altitudes of about 12-18 km, forming an
aerosol layer called the Asian
Tropopause Aerosol Layer (ATAL)
over the South Asian region.
It remains suspended there during the monsoon and its thickening
cuts solar energy to the Earth. This
in turn weakens monsoon circulation
and increases the severity of drought
conditions.
The study, published in the
Scientific Reports journal, reveals
that the combined effect of El Niño
and aerosols reduces rainfall over the
Indian sub-continent as compared to
the individual effect of El Niño.
Going by the satellite readings and
a series of model simulations in the
report, the severity of droughts dur-

ing El Niño years over the sub-continent has amplified by 17 per cent.
Noting that in recent decades
there has been an increase in the fre-

quency of El Niño events and
droughts over India, the researchers
warned against any further increase
in industrial emissions from both

East and South Asia as they can lead
to a wider and thicker aerosol layer
in the upper troposphere and further
intensify droughts.
Given that India is already vulnerable to hydrological and weather extremes, a higher degree of
drought severity will only subject the
country to more hydrological stress
while affecting agriculture and the
livelihood of millions of people.
Reducing aerosol emissions is
not only essential for improving air
quality but also for controlling
droughts and their impact on people in the Indian subcontinent.
Rising temperatures, too, are becoming the cause of increase in the concentration of aerosols in the atmosphere that cause air pollution.
According to a recent study by
researchers from the University of
California, aerosol presence is exacerbating climate change and its
adverse effects. While climate change
is warming oceans, it is warming
land faster, which is bad news for
global air quality. The study, published in the journal Nature Climate
Change, shows that the land-sea

warming contrast drives up aerosol
concentration in the atmosphere.
Aerosols not only affect the climate system, including disturbances
to the water cycle, they also harm
humans, animals and plants as they
cause smog and pollution. Their output and emissions are a matter of
grave concern.
To rein in these soaring emissions, we need to understand the
level of aerosol pollution in India.
India needs an aerosol protocol that
is able to set the parameters for preventing spread of aerosol emissions.
Industries and other man-made
sources of aerosol emissions currently have a free run thanks to lack of
stringent regulations that set ground
rules for operations.
The categorisation of industries
and other aerosol-emitting units is
critical and periodic checking will go
a long way in controlling them. This
will have a direct impact on the fight
against climate change and help
India arrest its worsening environment situation.
(The writer is an environmental
journalist)
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n a show of strength, many
groups of Vokkaligas (Gowda
Icommunity)
which include the
Opposition Congress took out
a protest march in Bengaluru
on Wednesday against the
arrest of senior Congress leader
DK Shivakumar. Many leaders
of the Vokkaliga community
blamed
the
Central
Government, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, BJP president
Amit Shah and State
Government led by BS
Yediyurappa for the arrest of
DK Shivakumar .
The protesters were shouting slogans and said it was a
vendetta arrest by the ED and
other intelligence agencies. The
protest march affected the traffic and several parts of the city
came to a standstill.
Even though many JD(S)
leaders and workers took part
in the protest, both father and
son, HD Devegowda and HD
Kumaraswamy were conspicuous by their absence. Later in
Chennapatna, Kumaraswamy
told the media that he was not
invited by the organisers. He
said “I was not invited to the
protest march by the organisers. If they have invited I would
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have attended.”
The protesters gathered at
the National College Ground
and marched to Freedom Park.
Bengaluru Traffic Police has
issued an advisory and made
traffic diversions for commuters.
Moments after his arrest,
Shivakumar has tweeted, "I
wholeheartedly thank leaders,
supporters, well-wishers and
friends who have organised a
massive protest in my support
tomorrow in Bengaluru. I
humbly request that the protest
be peaceful & doesn't cause any
inconvenience to citizens.
Please ensure public property
isn't harmed."

In another development,
Karnataka Congress leader DK
Shivakumar’s
daughter,
Aishwarya, was summoned by
the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on Tuesday to depose
before the agency on
September 12. Shivakumar is
currently in ED custody in connection with an alleged money
laundering case.
Sources in the ED said
Aishwarya has been summoned to seek clarification on
a trip she took with her father
to Singapore in 2017. The
agency is likely to record her
statement under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), they added.

t least 50 political workers
and half-a-dozen policemen including a police inspector received injuries when the
BJP workers demanding one
nation one power tariff regime
— marched towards the privately owned, century-old,
Calcutta Electric Supply
Corporation (CESC) building
— clashed with law enforcers.
Senior State leaders like
Raju Banerjee and Sayantan
Basu, actor-turned-leader
Suman Banerjee, and State BJP
Yuva Morcha (youth wing)
president Debjit Sarkar were
later arrested police said adding
water cannons were charged
and tear gas shells fired as the
crowd went berserk pelting

brickbats at the police when
they were stopped at the Central
Avenue for want of permission
to organise a movement in the
area. Clashes erupted as thousands of Yuva Morcha activists
marched towards the CESC
building at Esplanade area
demanding reduction of power
tariff. “We want one-nationone-tariff,” said Suman Banerjee
reminding, “Kolkata and Bengal
charged the highest tariff than
anywhere in India.”
Alleging that CESC (run by
the Sanjeev Goenka group)
had been “allowed to loot the
people of Bengal by Mamata
Banerjee Government because
they fund their political activities in the State,” Raju Banerjee
said more such agitations
would follow.
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Shahjahanpur (UP): A special
investigation team on
Wednesday took the student
who has accused BJP leader
Swami Chinmayanand of raping, and "physically exploiting"
her for a year to a hospital for
medical examination.
She was taken under heavy
security to the local medical
college hospital where Chief
Medical Officer Dr Anita
Dhasmana said the woman
was examined by a panel of
doctors.
Meanwhile, terming the
whole episode a conspiracy
against him, Chinmayanand on
Wednesday expressed full faith
in the SIT probe.
"I have full faith in the SIT
team and everything will be
clear once it is completed. This
is a conspiracy against me,"
Chinmayanand told PTI.
The father of the woman
had claimed that during the
search at the hostel room of her
daughter on Tuesday, some

objectionable material was
found, which was "planted" by
vested interests before the room
was sealed by the local police.
He said his daughter had
only one key of the room and
some things belonging to her
were missing.
Meanwhile, a video featuring a woman and an elderly has
started doing rounds on social
media.
In the video, the woman is
shown massaging an elderly.
Another woman and some
youths are shown talking about
the "rangdari" (extortion)
demand of 5 crore.

Members of the SIT,
accompanied by forensic
experts, had on Tuesday
inspected the hostel room of
the complainant for nearly
eight hours and collected evidence.
The woman had told
media persons on Monday that
the Shahjahanpur police was
reluctant to register a case of
rape against the 72-year-old
BJP leader.
The woman had appeared
before the press, alleging that
Chinmayanand had raped her,
and also "physically exploited"
her for a year.
The woman had said she
had all the proof and the hostel room where she stayed
should be opened in front of
the media.
"On Sunday, the SIT
quizzed me for about 11 hours.
I have told them about the rape.
Even after telling them everything, they have not arrested
Chinmayanand yet," she had

alleged.
She had said that when her
father gave a complaint to
police here about her physical
exploitation, Shahjahanpur
District Magistrate Indra
Vikram Singh "issued threats",
asking her father to file "a
missing complaint" instead.
The SIT, headed by
Inspector General Naveen
Arora, was set up by the Uttar
Pradesh government on a
Supreme Court directive.
It is looking into details of
the probe conducted by the
local police in the high-profile
matter.
The apex court had said
that an Allahabad High Court
bench would monitor the
probe.
The inspector general
heading the SIT had said the
probe report would be submitted to the Supreme Court in
a sealed envelope.
The SIT was formed last
Tuesday, a day after the

Supreme Court took suo motu
cognisance of the case and
directed the state government
to investigate the charges levelled by the student.
The victim had gone missing on August 24, a day after
she posted a video on social
media, alleging that a "senior
leader of the sant community"
was harassing and threatening
to kill her.
She was located in Dausa
district of Rajasthan last Friday.
Her father had filed a complaint with police, accusing
72-year-old Chinmayanand of
sexually harassing her, a charge
refuted by the former Union
minister's lawyer who claimed
it was a "conspiracy" to blackmail him. Police had on August
27 booked Chinmayanand
under Sections 364 (kidnapping or abducting in order to
murder) and 506 (criminal
intimidation) of the Indian
Penal Code based on the her
father's complaint.
PTI

Kolkata/Asansol: A person
was lynched at Asansol in West
Bengal on Wednesday morning
on suspicion of being a child
lifter and a person has been
arrested in connection with the
incident, police said.
Several others have been
detained for their alleged
involvement in the incident
which took place at Salanpur
area, it said.
The lynching was the second in a week and took place
barely a fortnight after the
state Assembly passed the West
Bengal (Prevention of
Lynching) Bill, 2019 to stop
such incidents.
According to officials of
Asansol Durgapur Police
Commissionerate, the unidentified person aged 35-40 years
was allegedly moving around
suspiciously in the area since
morning. He was suspected to
be a child lifter, tied to a lamp
post and beaten up severely by
several people.
He was later untied and
thrashed again by the attackers,
they said.
A huge police contingent
rushed to the spot on being
informed about the incident
and rescued the man, who
later succumbed to his injuries
in a state run hospital, the officials said.
"We are yet to identify the
dead person. We have arrested
one person and have detained
few others on the basis of

video clippings of the incident
that went viral," a senior police
official said.
"We have started a probe
into the case," he added.
The
West
Bengal
(Prevention of Lynching) Bill,
2019, was passed by voice vote
on August 30 in the Assembly
in the aftermath of a string of
incidents in which people were
beaten to death over rumours
of cattle smuggling and child
lifting.
The Bill has provision of
jail term for three years to life
imprisonment in cases of
assault leading to injury,
besides a fine ranging from 1
lakh to 3 lakh.
In the event of the victim's
death, the attackers would be
punished with death sentence
or rigorous life imprisonment
and a fine of up to 5 lakh.
This is the second incident
of lynching in the state after the
passage of the bill on August
30.
On September 4, a mason
Khabir Sheikh died after he was
thrashed by unidentified people inside a clinic. He was pronounced dead on arrival at
Murshidabad Medical College
and Hospital.
Three other incidents of
assault had been reported from
various parts of the state but the
victims had survived.
The incidents of lynching
have kicked up a political
debate in the state with TMC
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Shillong: A resolution moved
by a Congress MLA seeking to
bring Meghalaya under Article
371 of the Constitution to protect the interests of the tribals
was defeated by voice vote in
the State Assembly on
Wednesday.
Congress
member
Ampareen Lyngdoh also wanted that the Centre recognise the
Instrument of Accession signed
by the independent Khasi states
with the Union of India in
1948.
"The Instrument of
Accession and Annexed
Agreement, signed and accepted by the Government of India,
did not find place in the
Constitution primarily due to
lack of representatives in the
constituent
Assembly,"
Lyngdoh, a former education

minister, told the House.
A total of 25 Khashi states
had individually signed the
Instrument of Accession with
the Indian Union between
December 15, 1947, and March
17, 1948, and Governor
General C Rajagopalachai
signed a joint treaty on August
17, 1948.
Lyngdoh said although
tribal interests are safeguarded
by the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution, the state is not
under Article 371 which grants
special provisions to several
states of the country.
The Sixth Schedule
provides for the administration of tribal dominated
areas in Assam, Meghalaya,
Tripura and Mizoram by setting up autonomous district
councils.
PTI
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fter a prolonged wait of 3
years, the Centre has finally allotted the Deocha-Pachami
coal field to West Bengal Power
Development Corporation Ltd
which will create more than
one lakh jobs and solve the
State’s employment, coal and
power woes for more than 100
years, Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata
Banerjee
on
Wednesday said.
Apart from addressing
Bengal’s coal requirements the

second largest coal block of the
world with an estimated reserve
of about 2.1 billion tones would
go a distance in taking good
care of the entire country’s coal
and power needs, Banerjee said
adding it would take at least five
years for the infrastructure project to take off.
By the time extraction of
coal begins the project would
involve an investment of
12,000 crore and would
spread over an area of 1,100
acres, Banerjee said reminding
Deocha Pachami had a potential of becoming India’s biggest
industrial project that could in
the final run bring back many
an industrial houses that had
left the State.
“Had the clearance been

given earlier the project would
have started long ago,” the
Chief Minister said adding a
committee led by the Chief
Secretary would be set up to
look into the various issues
related with infrastructure
building and extraction of coal.
“We will not eject people
out of the area,” Banerjee said
adding there were “some 400
families living in the area out
of which about 40 per cent are
tribal people. We will take
them into confidence and
provide them adequate
rehabilitation before beginning
the work,” the Chief Minister
who herself came to power following prolonged farmers’
movement against forcible
eviction said.
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Chennai: Almost one in three
netizens in India encounter
cyber attacks, with users from
Chennai more vulnerable to
these attacks among users in the
metros, a new study said on
Wednesday.
The study conducted by K7
Computing - a city-based cyber
security major, tracks all critical components like Enterprise,
Mobile, Mac, Windows and
IoT, covering 20 Indian cities
that include metros, tier-1 and
tier-2 regions.
According to the report,
amongst tier-1 cities, Chennai
has recorded the highest percentile of cyber attacks with 48
per cent from April 2019-June
2019 followed by Kolkata with
41 per cent during the same
period. Delhi has registered the
lowest percentile of cyber
attacks with 28 per cent.

"K7 Computing's K7 Labs'
Cyber Threat Monitor highlights the ever evolving threat
landscape around the country
and addresses the growing
necessity of being more proac-

tive in the approach towards
cybersecurity," said K
Purushothaman, CEO of K7
Computing.
"We see an increasing number of cyber attacks in tier-1 and

tier-2 cities, and therefore, we
urge concerned stakeholders
to leverage specific intelligence
for countermeasures and threat
hunting," Purushothaman said.
As per the report, cyber risk
exposure steadily rises on working days in metros, starting from
Monday and records the highest on Friday.
The average percentage of
cyber attacks in the top dozen
infected tier-2 cities was found
to be worse when compared to
metros and tier-1 regions.
From April 2019-June 2019,
Patna experienced the highest
percentile of cyber attacks (48
per cent), closely followed by
Guwahati (46 per cent)
and Lucknow (45 per cent),
while Thiruvananthapuram
stood safest among others at 35
per cent.
The study also found that

ransomware and fileless attacks
continued to grow faster in the
country.
Trojan attacks, at 72 per
cent, were detected to be the
major threat for Mac followed
by Adware (18 per cent) and
PUP/PUA
(Potentially
Unwanted
Programmes
/Potentially
Unwanted
Applications) that stood at nine
per cent, the study said.
A majority of IoT device
manufacturers and users were
found to be ignorant about the
necessity of optimised security,
thus inviting massive-scale
attacks
The report states that
routers are the most vulnerable
IoT devices existing in the
country, followed by printers,
NAS, IP cameras, media players, set-top boxes and smart
TVs.
IANS

and BJP blaming each other for
the incident.
"In the incidents of lynching law will take its own course.
But I would like to mention
that wherever BJP is in power
or is trying to gain ground,
there have been rampant incidents of lynchings," senior
TMC leader and West Bengal
minister Firhad Hakim said.
"The BJP and its affiliates
support lynching and use it as
a tool to terrorize people," he
added.
The BJP, which has made
deep inroads in the state and
look to deseat the Mamata
Banerjee government in the
2021 assembly polls, has
termed the allegations against
it as baseless.
"In none of these incidents
no BJP leader nor worker was
involved. Actually these lynchings prove that law and order
has gone for a toss in Bengal
under the TMC regime," state
party president Dilip Ghosh
said.
State Congress president
Somen Mitra said the state government has failed to control
incidents of lynching and
should take stern action against
the culprits.
Senior CPI(M) leader
Sujan Chakraborty criticised
the TMC government and said
though the state has passed the
bill, it has failed to control incidents of lynching and mob
assault.
PTI
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Mumbai: After the April-May
Lok
Sabha
elections,
Maharashtra has increased its
voter strength by around 8.5
lakh, a top official said here on
Wednesday.
Chief Electoral Officer
Baldev Singh informed the
media that after the parliamentary elections, 10,75,528
voters were added while
2,16,278 were deleted from the
electoral list.
"This means we have added
around 8.5 lakh new voters, of
which many shall be first time
voters," he said.

As on August 31,
Maharashtra had 8,94,46,21
people who will be eligible to
vote in the upcoming Assembly
elections.
"We are fully prepared for
a free and fair assembly polls,"
Singh assured, as the countdown for the announcement of
the election dates got underway.
The date for elections to
the 288 assembly constituencies
in the state, along with some
other states, is likely to be
announced soon by the
Election Commission. IANS
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Mumbai: Over 10,000 Ganesh
idols at Latur in Marathwada
region won't be immersed on
the 'visarjan' day this year due
to acute water shortage in the
town, local officials said.
A senior official said there
is "not even a drop of water" in
the usual six spots in Latur
where the Ganesh idols, both
public and domestic, are
immersed each year.
Latur district collector G
Shrikant told PTI that the decision to skip the immersion
process is the result of public
awareness and was finalised
after review meetings of the
Ganesh mandals in the city.
"This decision is not solely due to water scarcity.
The big mandals were
reusing the idols for the last
three to four years. It is a collective decision of the mandals," he said.
The municipal corporation has made facilities for
storage of idols in temples, the
IAS official said. "If they can be
reused and recycled, that will
be the best way to overcome the
water scarcity," he added.
"We have asked people to
perform the 'visarjan' of
domestic idols at home like
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis did at his official
'Varsha' bungalow. I will be
doing the same," he said.
A local historian in Latur,
which is around 500 km from
Mumbai, said this will be the
first time in over a century that
the Ganesh idols in the city
won't be immersed.
PTI
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Chennai: The United Forum of
Bank Unions (UFBU), the
umbrella body of nine banking
sector trade unions, will hold
demonstration before the
Parliament next week to protest
against the mega bank merger
plan announced by the government, a top banking union
leader said.
All India Bank Employees'
Association (AIBEA) General
Secretary C.H. Venkatachalam
told IANS that the UFBU has
decided to a national dharna
before Parliament on Sep 20 at
10.30 a.m. The UFBU has also
decided to give a memorandum
to Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman. IANS
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he Jammu & Kashmir police
on Wednesday successfully
T
eliminated a dreaded terrorist of
Pro-Pakistan Lashkar-eTayyeba (LeT) terror outfit in
Sopore area of North Kashmir’s
Baramulla district.
The LeT terrorist, identified as Asif Maqbool Bhat,
along with two others was
active in the area for last one
month and was chiefly responsible for spreading a reign of
terror among the local population.
At least 8 OGW's , working
at the behest of three member
group of LeT terrorists,
involved in threatening and
intimidation of locals by publishing and circulating of
posters, were earlier arrested on
Monday.
Director General of police,
Dilbagh Singh while addressing
a press conference in Srinagar
Wednesday said, "after apprehending eight over ground
workers closely associated with
LeT terrorist Asif Maqbool
Bhat, we were closely tracking
his movement in the area. On
Wednesday morning, we
received a specific input about
his movement in the area and

during routine checking at several security check points jawans
of state police intercepted a car
and directed it to stop". Instead
of stopping the car, Asif, who
was travelling in the same car,
lobbed a grenade towards
policemen on duty. DGP said,
"some of our jawans received
injuries and in the ensuing
encounter LeT terrorist Asif
Maqbool Bhat was neutralised
by the security forces.He said
the injured jawans were undergoing treatment and their condition was stated to be stable
and out of danger.
DGP also confirmed, Asif
was responsible for a recent
shootout and inflicting injuries
to two family members of a
fruit trader in Sopore. He was
also responsible for targeting a

labourer, from outside the state,
in Sopore.
Meanwhile, commenting
on the overall security situation
in Jammu & Kashmir, DGP
said since August 5, a total of
184 incidents of law and order
engagements were reported
from various regions of the
state in the aftermath of abrogation of Article 370.
Singh said of these incidents, heavy violence was only
reported in half-a-dozen cases.
"Very minor kind of incidents took place in most of the
places. Till yesterday, 184 incidents of law and order engagements were there of which not
more than half-a-dozen are of
such nature where a little higher level of violence was seen in
terms of stone-pelting by the

civilians," he said.
The DGP said forces have
also tried to exercise a lot of
restraint and very minimal use
of force has been exercised
wherever required.
While commenting on the
status of fresh recruitments in
the ranks of terror outfits in
Kashmir valley, DGP said there
have been no reports of any fresh
recruitment of local youth joining militant ranks in the state,
where life is returning to normal.
The DGP also said there
are some incidents of terrorists
threatening fruit dealers in
south Kashmir against collecting fruits but police is aware
about the situation and "our job
is to facilitate the process and
ensure that no one is able to
harass them".
"There have been no
reports of any fresh local
recruitment among the militant
ranks. Some youth had been
misled (in the past) and in a fit
of anger gone astray, and we
have been able to bring many
of them back," Singh clarified.
On the prevailing situation
in the Valley, the police chief
said, "Life is returning towards
normalcy and people are going
about their activities with
school and offices open."
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n yet another jolt to the
Congress
ahead
of
Maharashtra Assembly polls, its
former Minister and senior
party leader from western
Maharashtra Harshavardhan
Patil joined the ruling BJP on
Wednesday.
In a development that
came on the heels of senior
Congress leader and former
state
party
president
Kripashankar Singh and actress
Urmila Matondkar quitting
the Congress, 56-year-old Patil
joined the BJP in the presence
of Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis and State party president Chandrakant Patil.
Heaping praise on the BJP
in general and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in particular
for the bold decisions by
Government during the first
100 days of its second tenure,
Patil said: “ For all those like me
who believe in and practise
honesty, dedication and principles in politics, there is no
alternative to the BJP these
days. .. I am happy with the
Government at the Centre. .In
the first 100 days of his gov-

ernment, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has taken some
bold decisions like the abrogation of Article 370 and Motor
Vehicle Act are being about
transformation in the society.
Considering all this, I have
decided to join and work with
the BJP”.
Patil said that he had not
joined the BJP with any preconditions and would accept
any role or responsibility given
him by the party.
Welcoming Patil into the
BJP, Fadnavis said: “With Patil’s
entry to the BJP, our party’s
strength will increase. We were
expecting Patil to join our
party for the last five years. He
has worked as the Minister for
Legislative Affairs. He has the
ability to take all sections of
people along with him. Plus he

has built a following of his own.
These things will handy for
both the BJP and saffron
alliance government in future”.
A four-time MLA from
Indapur constituency in Pune
district, Patil lost to NCP's
Dattatrey Bharne in the 2014
Assembly elections by a margin of nearly 14,000 votes.
Notwithstanding the assertions to the contrary made by
Patil, the main reason for Patil
joining the BJP is that he could
not have contested the
Assembly elections on a
Congress ticket. Because, the
Indapur seat is with the NCP
currently. The NCP is not willing to displease its sitting MLA
Bhame and and part with
Indapur seat to its ally Congress
in the seat-sharing arrangement so that it could field
Patil as its candidate.
On his part, Fadnavis indicated that the BJP would field
Patil as its candidate from
Indapur in the Assembly polls.
Patil is the second big
Congress leader from western
Maharashtra — after the
Leader of the Opposition
Radhakrishna Vikhe-Patil — to
join the BJP.

H 
& 
 
/*
Aizawl: With a literacy rate of
91.3 per cent, Mizoram is holding the third position in the
country, State School Education
Minister Lalchhandama Ralte
said here on Wednesday.
The Minister did not mention the two other States that
are ahead of Mizoram in literacy. However, according to the
2011 Census, the Northeastern
state is behind Kerala (94.0 per
cent) and Lakshadweep (91.8
per cent).
Addressing a function on
the occasion of the
International Literacy Day
here, Ralte said now there are
an estimated 36,700 illiterate
people in the state at present.
"There were 43,341 illiterates when the State education
department conducted a survey
in 2015. Of them, around 7,000
became literate," he said.
The population of
Mizoram is 10,97,206, according to the 2011 Census.
The Minister sought the
cooperation of the civil societies and church leaders in
achieving hundred per cent literacy in the State.
PTI
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Jaipur: Two persons have died
due to Congo fever in Jodhpur
and Jaisalmer and blood samples
of people who came in contact
with them are being sent to
National Institute of Virology in
Pune for examination, Rajasthan
Health Minister Raghu Sharma
said on Wednesday.
He said that blood samples
of a total of 136 people were
taken for the investigation of
Congo Fever, out of which two
persons were found positive
and they eventually died in
Jodhpur and Jaisalmer.
A team has been formed by
the medical department and it
is surveying the affected areas
and distributing kits for prevention, the minister said in a
statement. The department has
issued guidelines to medical
officers across the state to tackle the disease. The minister said
that the staff has been trained for

blood sample collection and all
the Chief Medical and Health
Officers of Jodhpur Division,
Medical Officers of Medical
College and AIIMS and all
Medical Officers of Jodhpur
District have been oriented.
Also, through video conferencing on September 9, the
officials have also been instructed to remain alert and take
immediate action.
He said that people coming
into contact with positive
patients will be monitored for
14 days and their blood samples are being sent to NIV, Pune
for examination. He said that in
order to provide better medical
facilities to the common people in the state, the government
will soon bring the 'Right to
Health' law. In its election
manifesto, Congress had
promised to provide right to
health to the people.
PTI

Thane: Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray on
Wednesday said the alliance
between his party and the BJP
would continue.
The ruling parties are currently holding deliberations to
finalise a seat-sharing formula
ahead of the assembly elections,
whose schedule is yet to be
announced officially.
Thackeray launched a
number of civic projects for
Thane at a function held at
Ram Ganesh Gadkari auditorium which was attended by
party leaders, elected representatives and officials of the
party-ruled Thane Municipal
Corporation (TMC).
"The BJP and the Sena are
in alliance right now and the
same will continue," Thackeray
said.
The Sena chief had last
week said in the presence of

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in Mumbai that the alliance
between his party and the BJP
was "inevitable" and it would
return to power once again.
On the occasion, the Sena
chief unveiled a draft plan for
the 576-bed civic-run superspeciality hospital which will be
developed at the cost of Rs 316
crore.
He inaugurated V D
Savarkar memorial pillar on the
premises of the auditorium
and later a hospital and a cardiac centre.
Thackeray performed the
earth-breaking ceremony for a
school being constructed by an
NGO and also inaugurated the
renovated crematorium at
Jawhar Baugh locality.
He said the villages in the
state should be linked to the
district hospital through a communication link.
PTI
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Jaipur: The newly formed Jal
Shakti Mantralaya is taking up
innovative measures to meet
the deadline for the 'Har Ghar
Jal' scheme by 2024, said Union
Minister of Jal Shakti, Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat.
The measures include
adopting a latest technology
named Helibound to map the
water reservoirs pan India,
bringing in a law on Right to
Way for rivers, rejuvenating
traditional water resources
across the nation and planning
to bring the unsung heroes who
have done credible job in
enhancing ground water level in
their villages on one platform.
In an exclusive interview
with IANS, Shekhawat
informed that his ministry is
now contemplating to bring in
a law on Right of Way for rivers
in India to ensure their smooth
flow.
"It's sad that encroachments are coming up on rivers.
So we are thinking to bring in
a policy on Right of Way, so that

rivers have their own paths and
ways. The encroachments on
rivers result in two major losses. Firstly, the water from river
fails to reach other water bodies, and secondly, the river
takes its own toll when it rains
heavily which leads to huge
losses.
"So we have found that
rivers need to have Right of
Way and we are contemplating
to bring in a law on the same so
that there is a clear cut policy
in this direction," he said.
The minister said that he is
very much inspired by Israel's
model on water conservation.
"Israel's model is quite
inspiring when it comes to
water harvesting. It is one country which has set up an example by making itself self-sufficient on water related issues,
despite getting only 10 per cent
of India's average rainfall.
"They have tackled each
issue of water smartly. While
the average rainfall in India is
1068 mm, the average rainfall

in Israel is just 100 mm," the
minister said.
The minister said that primarily, his ministry is working
on four key areas.
"The first issue is of water
harvesting and water retention. The total water retention
is quite less in India. However,
our under ground water capability is quite huge with
tremendous scope, but it is not
used properly, rather it is over
exploited.
"Secondly, we should use
water judiciously. As per the
present statistics, we use 6 per
cent water for industry, 5 per
cent for drinking and domestic
purposes, while 89 per cent is
used for agriculture. We need to
balance the supply chain and
demand side for judicious use,"
Shekhawat said.
In fact, the average water
consumption in India while
producing one kg of rice is
5,600 litre. In many places, it
goes up to 8,000 litre. However,
China produces the same quan-

tity of rice with 350 litre of
water.
Same is the case with sugar
in Maharashtra where 80 per
cent water is consumed by
sugar cane farming.
"The states will have to
change their policies. What we
need to look into is that what
we can afford should be grown,"
he said.
The minister said that he
will like to appreciate the states
of Haryana, Maharashtra and
Punjab for introducing ambitious and inspiring policies to
save water.
"The Punjab government
brought in the 'Paani Bachao,
Paisa Kamao' scheme, under
which the farmers are getting
monetary benefits for lesser use
of tubewell.
"In Haryana, the government has asked the farmers to
grow maize and corn instead of
rice, promising them 100 per
cent procurement. 18,000
hectare of land has been transferred to grow maize and corns.

"Similarly, in Maharashtra,
drip irrigation has been made
compulsory, and the government will give money if the
farmers save 70 per cent water
losses in sugarcane farming,"
Shekhawat said.
The government needs to
reduce water on agri consumption to be successful, he
added. Reuse of water is the
third goal, he said, adding that
"we need to learn the art of
water reuse. Israel reuses its
water from industrial affluence and domestic sewage output for underground water
recharge and other purposes."
Fourthly, the minister said,
technology should be used to
minimise water use for agriculture and irrigation purposes.
Also, one should reduce
non-revenue water which is
total loss of water which happens from the time you get
water from its source till the
time you get your bill, he said.
"In case of electricity, it is
called as T&D. However, in

water, it is called non-revenue
water which is 45 per cent on
an average in India while it is
just 10 per cent in developed
countries. However, there are a
few cities in India such as
Jamshedpur where this figure is
just 10 per cent," Shekhawat
said.
According to the minister,
"The biggest challenge being
faced by our ministry is that
there is no audit of water, there
is no price for water and there
is no availability of ground
water data.
"Hence we have decided to
have the Helibound technology. This will be a programme to
map underground water
reserves across India. We have
already surveyed one million
square km and 1.5 million
square km more will be surveyed in the next two years.
Under this technology, a helicopter does cent per cent mapping of the 300 metre sub surface level from wherever it
passes."
IANS
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Patna: Senior Bhartiya Janata
Party (BJP) leader and Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister Sushil
Kumar Modi deleted his tweet
soon after posting it in which
he had supported Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar to lead
the NDA in the 2020 Assembly
polls, contrary to some party
leaders demanding chief ministerial post for the BJP.
Sushil Modi, considered
close to Nitish Kumar, in his
tweet had said "Nitish Kumar
is captain of NDA in Bihar &
will remain its Captain in next
Assembly elections in 2020
also. When Captain is hitting 4
& 6 & defeating rivals by
innings where is the Q (question) of any change."
But soon Sushil Modi
deleted this from his official
account that raised eyebrows.
Earlier, senior BJP leader
and former Union Minister
Sanjay Paswan said that Nitish

Kumar has held the post of
Chief Minister for far too long
and should now move to the
Centre.
"Even as his tenure witnessed lots of development in
Bihar and also improved the
law and order situation, he
should now vacate the chair for
a 'second-line leader' of BJP or
JD-U and take an active role in
the Centre's politics," Paswan,
BJP MLC had said on
September 9.
After Paswan, another
senior BJP leader and former
Union Minister C.P. Thakur
said that BJP now deserves top
post in Bihar.
IANS
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Ahmedabad: Union Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad on
Wednesday said India's first
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru was wrong and the then
Home Minister Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel was right in
their approach to the issue of
Jammu & Kashmir after
Independence.
Referring to the current
NDA government's decision to
abrogate Article 370 which
gave special status to Jammu &
Kashmir, Prasad said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
showed immense courage and
corrected that "historic blunder".
"I want to say that in
Jammu and Kashmir, Sardar
Patel was right and Jawaharlal
Nehru was wrong. It (Article
370) was a historical blunder
committed (that time) and (by
scrapping the special status)
Narendra Modi as our PM,
showing immense courage,
corrected that historical

wrong," Prasad told reporters
at a press meet.
The senior BJP leader was
here today to highlight the
achievements of the Modi government in its first 100 days of
its second term.
"The decision to abrogate
Article 370 is historic, courageous, far-reaching and it is
also in the interest of Jammu
and Kashmir and also for India.
I congratulate our prime minister for the sheer courage he
has shown. I also congratulate
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah for his strategic planning
and execution (of the decision)," he said.
Prasad said "not a single
bullet has been fired" in Jammu
and Kashmir ever since the
controversial provision of the
Constitution was scrapped last
month.
"Curfew has been lifted
from all areas (in J&K), except
those under the jurisdiction of
14 police stations there," he

said.
The law and justice minister said the entire world,
including major countries like
the UK, USA, Russia and
France, "appreciated" India's
step to scrap the special status
to Jammu and Kashmir.
Even China did not "openly" raise its objection against
India over this issue, he pointed out.
Slamming the Congress
over the issue, Prasad said he
could not understand what
was the opposition party's
stand on it. On Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan's latest
announcement to hold a large
gathering in Muzaffarabad, the
capital of Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK), Prasad asked
him to first talk about the
democratic rights of people living in that area.
"What is the situation of
people living in PoK? Were
they given their democratic
rights? Do they have employ-

ment opportunities? Instead
of talking about Kashmir, both
Imran Khan and Pakistan need
to first talk about the violation
of democratic rights of the
people of PoK," he said.
"Talk about what is happening with people living in
Balochistan and Gilgit," Prasad
further said.
In a tweet on Wednesday,
Khan said, "I am going to do a
big jalsa in Muzaffarabad on
Friday 13 Sept, to send a message to the world about the
continuing siege of IOJK by
Indian Occupation forces; & to
show the Kashmiris that
Pakistan stands resolutely with
them." Prasad, who also holds
the charge of communications,
electronics & information technology ministries, listed several other achievements of the
Modi government in its 100
days of rule, like criminalising
triple talaq and amendment to
the anti-terror law to designate
an individual as terrorist. PTI
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he liquidity crisis
triggered
after
the
default of
IL&FS
is
causing the
non-banking
financial and
housing
finance companies to pull back on loans to
micro, small and medium sized
enterprises (MSMEs), Moody’s
said on Wednesday.
“The value of loan against
property (LAP), assets under
management by HFCs and
NBFCs increased by 8.3 per
cent over the six months leading to December 2018, down
from 15.4 per cent growth
over the previous six months,”
Moody’s said.
Moreover, according to
Moody’s, it does not expect
LAP lending by NBFCs and
HFCs to pick-up significantly
in the next few months too as
the operating environment
remains challenging for them
as they continue to face issues
with accessing funds.
“Indian non-banking
financial companies (NBFCs)
and housing finance companies
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oreign Portfolio Investors
( F P Is ) on We d n e s d ay
turned buyers for the first
time in September. FPIs had
been on a sell mode despite
the roll-back of the tax surcharge on them as macroeconomic concerns took the
centre stage.
On Wednesday, FPIs
bought 266.89 crore worth
of stocks while Domestic
Ins t itut i on a l Inve s tors
b ou g ht  1 , 1 3 2 . 4 2 c rore
worth. However, the outflow had steadily declined
from 2,016.20 crore at the
start of the month, down to
188.08
c rore
on
September 9.
“A gamut of factors, such
as slower-than-expected
demand growth in major
economies, geopolitical and
trade tensions and a gradual
weakening of the economic
growth prospects in India,
have contributed to a buildup of risk aversion, which
has impeded the demand
for emerging market (EM)
debt instruments,” the rating
agency said.
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hina announced Wednesday it would exempt 16 categories of products from US tariffs, ahead
of a fresh round of trade talks next month.
China and the US have been embroiled in a year-long trade war that has seen the two sides
slap punitive tariffs on hundreds of billions of dollars in two-way trade.
The exemptions announced Wednesday will become effective on September 17 and be valid
for one year, according to the Customs Tariff Commission of the State Council, which released
two lists that include seafood products and anti-cancer drugs.
The lists mark the first time Beijing has announced products to be excluded from tariffs.
Other product categories which will become exempt from tariffs include alfalfa pellets, fish
feed, medical linear accelerators and mould release agents. Wednesday’s lists do not include bigticket items such as soybeans and pork. Trade negotiators have said they will meet in Washington
in early October, raising hopes that fresh negotiations could help ease tensions between the world’s
two biggest economies.
Both sides imposed fresh tit-for-tat tariffs on September 1.
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(HFCs) are pulling back on
loan against property (LAP),
lending to micro, small and
medium sized enterprises
(MSMEs) because of the funding squeeze caused by the liquidity crisis in the country’s
financial sector,” Moody’s said
in a note.
This situation is credit negative for asset-backed securities
(ABS) backed by LAP to
MSMEs, because it will reduce
refinancing options for these
small businesses, potentially
leading to loan delinquencies
and defaults, the brokerage
firm added.
Besides, it said that the
declining real estate prices in
some cities and a slower pace
of price growth in others has
curtailed refinancing of LAP
and hurt recovery prospects for
defaulted loans.
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merican businesses are
increasingly pessimistic
A
about their prospects in
China as the US trade war
rumbles on, with growing
numb ers of comp anies
expecting their revenues and
investment in the local market to shrink, a survey said on
Wednesday.
The American Chamber
of Commerce in Shanghai’s
annual China Business
Report also found that 75 per
cent of US firms opposed the
US use of punitive tariffs to
force China into a trade deal
and market-access reforms.
President Donald Trump
says his tariffs against billions
of dollars in Chinese goods —
which have been reciprocat-

ed by Beijing — are hurting
China and are good for the
United States.
But only half of US companies surveyed said they
expect 2019 revenues in
China to increase year-onyear, while just over a quarter
expect them to fall — compared with just 6.1 per cent in
the previous year’s poll.
Overall, most members of
the chamber remain optimistic about a country whose
consumer market is still blossoming.
The report also found
China’s ongoing economic
slowdown — which predates
the trade war -- remains the
top overall concern of US
companies.
But the standoff is a very
close second, and more than

half of companies surveyed
said they were delaying or
reducing further investment
in China as a direct result of
the tit-for-tat tariffs.
Just 47 per cent said they
expected to increase their
investments in China in 2019,
down from 61.6 per cent last
year.
“American companies
continue to do well in China,
but the trade conflict now
shadows many businesses,”
said Eric Zheng, chairman of
the trade association.
S ome of t he big gest
swings in the survey came in
the area of future expectations for China’s market, with
61.4 percent expressing optimism, down from historical
rates in the 80-90 percent
range.
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hina on Tuesday removed
limits on foreign institutions
C
wanting to invest in its stocks
and bond markets, as it seeks to
attract overseas investment amid
a slowing economy and a trade
spat with the United States.
Foreign individuals are
barred from investing directly in
China’s markets, but the country
allows certain institutions to buy
shares under the so-called
Qualified Foreign Institutional
Investor (QFII) scheme.
The State Administration of
Foreign Exchange (SAFE) said
Tuesday it has removed the
overall ceiling of $300 billion on
total asset purchases under this
scheme, offering unfettered
access to the world’s secondlargest capital market.
A cap on a yuan-denominated sister scheme — the
Renminbi Qualified Foreign
Institutional Investor (RQFII)
programme, which allowed
overseas institutions to invest in
Chinese securities using the
offshore yuan — was also
removed on Tuesday.
“Foreign institutional
investors with the relevant qualifications can remit funds to
carry out investment in securities in compliance with regulations, greatly enhancing the
convenience for foreign
investors participating in the
onshore financial market,” the
regulator said in a statement.
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ermany luxury car manufacturer BMW will temporarily close its British plant
in Oxford for two days around
the current scheduled date for
Brexit, a company executive
revealed Tuesday. “The first
concrete measures we have
agreed with suppliers is (that)
we will not be producing on
October 31st and November
1st,” BMW’s chief finance officer Nicolas Peter told reporters
at the Frankfurt Motor Show.
He said the decision was
agreed with suppliers to “ensure
the logistical security” of the
Oxford site, which produces
the Mini brand models.
“We have prepared our
processes for the Brexit, our systems are able to cope,” assured
Peter. Despite a series of setbacks
in Westminster, British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson has insisted he will not ask seek a new postponement to the UK’s withdrawal from the European Union,

currently set for October 31.
Like other car manufacturers with plants in the UK, BMW
is preparing for the prospect of
a ‘no-deal Brexit’ and Britain’s
withdrawal from the EU without a deal, which Peter warned
could push prices up.
“A ‘no-Deal’ means that
WTO
(World
Trade
Organisation) tariffs will come
into force, which means an
aggravated situation compared
to the existing one,” he said.
“We would therefore have
to increase prices in different
markets,” if sales and production decreased, he explained.
Other manufacturers have
already warned of drastic consequences if Brexit goes badly.
Last month, Peugeot chief
Carlos Tavares told the
Financial Times that production of Vauxhall and Opel
Astra cars could be shifted to
southern Europe from
Ellesmere Port on Merseyside
if Brexit has a negative impact
on business.

pple is finally taking on
Netflix with its own
streaming television service
and, uncharacteristically for
the company, offering it at a
bargain price — $5 a month
beginning on November 1.
Walt Disney Co is launching its own assault on Netflix
the same month, for just $7.
It may be sheer coincidence that the cost of paying
for both Apple and Disney
subscriptions will still be a dollar less than Netflix’s main
plan, priced at $13 a month.
But the intent to disrupt
Netflix’s huge lead in the
streaming business couldn’t
be clearer.
Apple delivered the news
Tuesday while also unveiling
three new iPhones that won’t
look much different than last
year’s models other than boasting an additional camera for
taking pictures from extrawide angles.
The aggressive pricing is
unusual for Apple, which typically charges a premium for
products and services to burnish its brand. Most analysts

expected Apple to charge $8 to
$10 per month for the service,
which will be called Apple
TV Plus.
But Apple is entering a
market that Netflix practically created in 2007 — around
the same time as the first
iPhone came out. And Netflix
has amassed more than 150
million subscribers, meaning
that Apple needed to make a
splash.
“You have to expect they’re
going to do something, considering how hyper competitive the streaming video space
is,” said Tim Hanlon, CEO of
Vertere Group.
Apple CEO Tim Cook did
not have much new to say
about the TV service beyond
its pricing and debut date,
although he did show a trailer for a new Jason Momoa-led
series called “See.” Netflix
declined to comment.
In the past, Netflix CEO
Reed Hastings has depicted the
increased competition as a
positive for everyone, allowing
consumers to create their own
entertainment bundles instead
of accepting bundles put
together at higher prices by

cable and satellite TV services.
Like Netflix and similar
services from Amazon and
Hulu, Apple has been spending billions of dollars for original programs.
The most anticipated so far
seems to be “The Morning
Show,” a comedy starring
Jennifer Aniston, Reese
Witherspoon and Steve Carrell.
The service will launch with
nine original shows and films,
with more expected each
month. It will only carry
Apple’s original programming
and will be available in 100
countries at launch.
Since it began focusing on
exclusive shows and movies six
years ago, Netflix has built a
huge library of original programming and now spends
upward of $10 billion annually on its lineup.
Apple also announced a
new videogame subscription
service that will cost $5 a
month when it rolls out Sept
19. Called Apple Arcade, the
service will allow subscribers
to play more than 100 games
selected by Apple that are
exclusive to the service.
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hydro power
ational
Collateral
giant NHPC on Wednesday NManagement Services
Ssaidtate-owned
its board next week will Limited
(NCML)
on
consider a proposal to raise up
to Rs 2,500 core via bonds,
loans or ECBs.
The fund will be raised
through issuance of corporate
bonds in one or more
series/tranches on private
placement basis and/or raising
of term loans/inter-corporate
loan/External Commercial
Borrowings (ECB) in suitable
tranches, it added.
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Wednesday said that Siraj
Choudhury has been appointed as its new Managing
Director and CEO.
Choudhury will replace
Sanjay Kaul, who has been
appointed as Chairman of the
NCML Board, an official statement said. Choudhury had
retired as Chairman and CEO
of Cargill India after serving for
30 years.
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pple unveiled its iPhone 11
models Tuesday with a
A
price cut for the most basic
models while also laying out
plans for streaming and gaming services as it bids to weather the slump in the global
smartphone market.
Price appeared to be a key
consideration as the tech giant
reduced the entry level price for
the iPhone 11 to $699 and
undercut rivals for its gaming
and streaming television subscriptions. Apple unveiled three
versions of the iPhone 11
including “Pro” models with
triple camera and other
advanced features starting at
$999 and $1,099, unchanged
from last year’s prices, touting
upgraded features including
ultra-wide camera lenses.
The surprise from Apple
was the reduction in the starting price at $699, down from
$749 for the iPhone XR a year
ago even as many premium
devices are being priced around
$1,000.
The new iPhones are “jampacked with new capabilities
and an incredible new design,”
Apple chief executive Tim
Cook told a launch event in
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Greater Noida: Real estate
developer Migsun Group has
received the completion certificate for its Greater Noida
project, Migsun Ultimo. The
developer has received the
completion certificate for a
total of 584 units of tower 1,2
& 3 which are housed in the
project. Launched in February
2015, Migsun-Ultimo has total
1168 units and is a 6.5 acres
haven of beautifully landscaped
walkways with lush greens all
around. A total of 6 towers are
available with 2 and 3 BHK
apartments, ranging from 1005
to 1575 Sq Feet.
PNS

Cupertino, California as the
company set plans to sell the
new handsets on September 20.
Apple’s announcements
appeared to be aimed at
emphasizing value as the company looks to shift its business
model to reduce its dependence
on smartphones and tie in digital content and other services
to its devices.
“I think the iPhone 11 is
compelling and may convince
people to upgrade earlier than
they might have otherwise
given the lower price and
longer battery life, not just an
improved camera.” With the
new devices and services, “I
think there are more reasons to
stay with Apple than to defect
from Apple,” said Patrick
Moorhead, analyst at Moor
Insights & Strategy.
Apple TV+ service will
launch November 1 in more
than 100 countries at $4.99 per
month and will include a “powerful and inspiring lineup of
original shows, movies and
documentaries.” While Apple’s
streaming service will have
limited content at first, its price
is below the $6.99 for the
forthcoming Disney+ service
and the more expensive plans
from Netflix.
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New Delhi: Veeba’s V-Nourish
will start hiring process for different roles in the company’s
sales, production, and marketing
teams, and will support VNourish’s pursuit of gaining over
5% market share in the kids’
drink segment in India within the
next three years.
Veeba’s V-Nourish is designed
wholesome nutritional supplement for kids above 5 years. The
company has a strength of 1500
employees working directly and
indirectly.
PNS
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ice-captain Rassie van der Dussen
on Wednesday said that a new look
South African team will be relying a lot
on IPL regulars Quinton de Kock and
David Miller to put up a competitive
performance against formidable India
in the T20 series beginning here on
Sunday.
De Kock will captain the team in
the absence of Faf du Plessis, who will
be in India for the Test series.
Van der Dussen, who impressed in
the 50-over World Cup in an otherwise
forgettable tournament for the Proteas,
has been elevated to vice-captaincy less
than a year after he made his
International debut.
“Quinton and David have played a
lot of cricket in India. We will look to
feed off them and ask them a lot of
questions about the conditions, the kind
of bowlers we would be facing so we can
quickly adapt against a strong side like
India,” van der Dussen said in a media
interaction.
“We have had two tough training
sessions since we have been here and
two more are coming up. It has been
pretty hot and humid, pretty much like
Durban. It is definitely an advantage
that we came here a week before the first
game.”
Van der Dussen feels captaincy will
only make de Kock a better player.
“Quinton is one of those guys who
leads by example. He doesn’t say a lot
but when he speaks he says really valuable things. He has won a lot of games
for South Africa and everyone respects
him for that. I am sure the captaincy
band around his arm will bring more
out of him,” said de Kock’s deputy.
India hammered South Africa at
home in the Test series played four years
ago but lost the T20 and ODI series.
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One of the T20s was at the scenic
HPCA Stadium here and South Africa
won the game by seven wickets.
“We have had a look at the conditions, Proteas beat India by seven
wickets the last time here. It will be a
good wicket to bat on. The boundaries
are 65 metres all around, they are not
really big. We know what India are
going to throw at us and we will prepare accordingly,” said the 30-year-old
from Pretoria.
South Africa have regrouped for
the first time since the disappointing
World Cup campaign and the players
are raring to go, said va der Dussen.
“Last time, we were together at the
World Cup. It was a disappointing
showing by the team. But now it is a
fresh start, we have a new coaching staff.
We have spoken a lot about in the last
few days how we want to be as a team.
We have got a few new faces so it always
brings the energy up.
“India are one of the strongest
teams in the world, especially in home
conditions. They have played some
cricket recently against the West Indies.
It gives us the advantage of looking at
the players and what they are likely to
do. We have been off for a while as a
team and guys are fresh and raring to
go,” van der Dussen added.
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ustralia head coach Justin
Langer has backed out-ofA
form opener David Warner to
come good in the fifth and final
Ashes Test beginning Thursday
at The Oval.
Warner has been in awful
form in the ongoing Ashes
scoring just 79 runs at an average of 9.87 per innings. The lefthanded opener has endured a
tough series tackling the new
ball, particularly against
England seamer Stuart Broad,
and has managed just one double-figure score (61) in eight
innings with ducks from each of
his last three starts.
"Davey hasn't had a great
series, there are no secrets about
that," Langer was quoted as saying by cricket.com.au.
"But he's also a word-class
player and I've said throughout
the whole series, if Davey has
one good innings it'll help us
win the Ashes. He probably hasn't been through this lean run
before, so it's going to be a good
test of his character.
"But he's a match-winner
and he's been brilliant around
the group since he's been back
(from suspension)," he added.
Terming Warner a "matchwinner", the Australian head
coach said that he is looking forward to see the 32-year-old bat
at The Oval.
"He's been great, good for
the crowds, good amongst the
group.
"He hasn't got the runs he
wants at the moment but jeez
I'm looking forward to seeing it
when he does, and there's no
better place in the world to bat
than The Oval."
Australia have an insurmountable 2-1 lead in the series,
retaining the Ashes, and will
look to win the rubber in
England for the first time since
2001.

ngland have dropped
Jason Roy for the fifth
Ashes Test against
Australia that starts today,
as they look to level the
series at 2-2.
One-day specialist Roy
was handed his Test debut
against Ireland in July after
making a devastating
impact at the top of the
order during England’s victorious World Cup campaign.
But the Surrey batsman failed to impress in
the first four matches of the
Ashes, either as an opener
or when he dropped down
the order in the fourth Test,
where he made a top score
of 31.
Paceman
Craig
Overton has also been left
out for the clash at the
Oval, with all-rounders
Sam Curran and Chris
Woakes, who made way

for Overton at Old Trafford
last week, coming into the
side.
The England and
Wales Cricket Board confirmed that Ben Stokes
would play as a specialist
batsman due to a shoulder
injury.
Captain Joe Root said
Roy had missed out
because the side needed rebalancing due to Stokes’s
injury.
“It’s always tough to
leave guys out, but Stokesy
obviously picked up a
shoulder injury in the last
game and won’t be able to
bowl the overs we normally expect him to,” he said at
the London ground on
Wednesday.
“With that we’ve had
to change the balance of
the side, and Jason’s the
unfortunate one to miss
out.
“Jason’s had an opportunity to come in and play

Test cricket, get a feel for it
and it’s not quite gone how
he would have liked.
“But I’m sure he’ll go
away and work extremely
hard and come back again
and that’s what you expect
of guys when they get left
out.”
Root said it would
have been a risk to pick
Stokes as a frontline bowler
due to the all-rounder’s
fitness issues but he fully
justified his place as a specialist batsman.
The 28-year-old is
England’s top-scorer in the
series with 354 runs and
two centuries, including
his match-winning ton in
the third Test at
Headingley.
Playing XI: Joe Root
(capt), Jofra Archer, Jonny
Bairstow (wkt), Stuart
Broad, Rory Burns, Jos
Buttler, Sam Curran, Joe
Denly, Jack Leach, Ben
Stokes, Chris Woakes
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im Paine described the fifth
Ashes Test as Australia’s “grand
T
final” as they target their first series
win in England since 2001.
The tourists have already retained
the urn after winning the fourth Test
to take a 2-1 lead but captain Paine
said they are “very hungry” to complete the job at the Oval.
All-rounder Mitchell Marsh has
been recalled to the 12-man squad in
place of Travis Head to ease the workload on Australia’s impressive pace
attack.
“We’ve already spoken a lot about
it (the final Test),” Paine said on
Wednesday on the eve of the match.
“We came here to win the Ashes,
not just to retain them.
“Last week’s result was brilliant
and we played very well but all the
guys are fully aware that this Test
match is bigger than that one.
“This is our grand final. We want
this Test just as much as any other
Test that we’ve played in this series.”
He said Marsh’s inclusion was
aimed at easing the workload on his
impressive pace attack and that he
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had “full faith” in his batting.
“We just wanted a bit more
bowling depth in the squad to cover
what looks like a really good wicket
and be able to look after our big fast
bowlers,” said Paine.
Squad: David Warner, Marcus Harris,
Marnus Labuschagne, Steve Smith,
Mitchell Marsh, Matthew Wade, Tim
Paine (capt, wkt), Pat Cummins,
Peter Siddle, Mitch Starc, Nathan
Lyon, Josh Hazlewood.
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five wins, while Pink Panthers had
lost four games on the trot.
Jaipur started the match brightly as Pink Panthers had to rely on
Hooda's raiding prowess and the
captain secured seven raid points in
the first-half.
The Pink Panthers inflicted an
All-Out on the Steelers in the 16th
minute to open a six-point gap.
Haryana bounced back with the
help of raider Vikas Kandola who
was ably supported by Prashanth
Kumar Rai.
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eepak Niwas Hooda led by example as
Jaipur Pink Panthers held the in-form
Haryana Steelers to a 32-all draw in their ProKabaddi League fixture at the Netaji Indoor
Stadium on Wednesday.
Eyeing a sixth successive win, Haryana
Steelers got off to a solid start and led by four
points at half time, but Hooda came up with
14 raid points from 22 attempts to help the
Jaipur outfit salvage a draw.
In fact, Jaipur will rue their missed
chances as they held a one-point lead with less
than a minute left on the clock.
But a final minute blunder by Jaipur's
Sachin Narwal handed Steelers a point as they
squandered a great opportunity move to the
fifth spot.
At second place, Haryana now have 49
points, 10 less than Dabang Delhi from 14
matches, while Jaipur are outside top-six with
41 points.
The teams went into the match with contrasting forms as Haryana were on a roll with

Kandola's five-point raid in the
dying minutes of the first-half gave
the Steelers their first All-Out of the
match and brought about a change
in momentum.
The first half ended with
Haryana leading Jaipur 18-14.
Haryana maintained their dominance in the second-half, with
Vinay also taking up the raiding
duties.
Pink Panthers' lack of quality
support raiders for Deepak Hooda
hurt them badly as Haryana's

defence held firm.
Ravi Kumar picked up a High 5
for Haryana but Deepak Hooda
produced a series of successful raids
to make it three-point game going
into the final minutes.
Hooda also secured a Super 10
and secured a personal milestone of
800 raid points in the process.
The Pink Panthers' teamwork
helped them clinch another All-Out
with four minutes left on the clock
to make it a nervous end to the
match for both sides.
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he Indian men's hockey team
goalkeeper PR Sreejesh on
Wednesday said he is expecting a
good challenge from Russia in the
Tokyo Olympic qualifiers, despite a
vast gap between the two sides in
world rankings.
In a favourable draw, the Indian
men's team, ranked fifth, was on
Monday pitted against world no 22
Russia in the final round of the
Tokyo Olympics qualifiers.
India will play back-to-matches
against Russia in Bhubaneswar on
November 1 and 2 to seal their
Tokyo Games berth.
"It is every player's dream to play
the Olympics and Russia, who are
now investing in hockey and want to
do well in this sport, will surely come
well-prepared and we can definitely
expect a good challenge from them,"

Sreejesh said.
Eight-time Olympic champions
India had mauled Russia 10-0 during
the FIH Series Final in Bhubaneswar
earlier this year.
Sreejesh said before the draw took
place, they were mentally prepared to
take on any opponent be it arch-rivals
Pakistan or Austria.
"To be honest we had discussed
what it would take from the team if
we had to play Pakistan or Austria or
for that matter Egypt who later
dropped out. So in that sense, we were
mentally prepared to take on any
team. Also I think retaining the
world ranking at No.5 was a boon,"
he said.
Sreejesh said the tour to Belgium
starting September 26 will help them
prepare for the Olympic qualifiers.
"I think playing world champions
Belgium, who have been in great
form, will be like a preparatory test

before the actual exam," he said.
The 31-year-old revealed that
they have been working on strengthening the team's defense amongst
other things and will look to execute
all the plans against Belgium.
"We have been working on an
improved defensive structure, better
penalty corner defending and also on
scoring opportunities and it will be
important to execute this as planned
against Belgium," Sreejesh said.
Talking about India's goalkeeping
options, he commended his younger
compatriots Suraj Karkera and
Krishan Bahadur Pathak for a good
show in the Olympic Test Event in
Tokyo, Japan.
"It's good to see both of them perform well. It is always good to have
competition within the team and I am
enjoying the role of mentoring them
and at the same time improving my
own game," he said.
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pener KL Rahul’s poor
show with the bat could
pave the way for Rohit
Sharma’s return to the Indian
Test XI when the selectors
meet here today to decide the
squad for the three-match
series against South Africa
next month.
White ball vice-captain
Rohit, who couldn’t make the
cut in the playing XI against
the West Indies, is expected to
be tried out as an opener after
Hanuma Vihari and Ajinkya
Rahane sealed slot Nos 5 and
6 in the batting order respectively. Rohit’s last Test appearance for India was in the away
series against Australia in
2018.
Cheteshwar Pujara, at No
3, and skipper Virat Kohli, at
No 4, automatically pick themselves.
This has left head coach
Ravi Shastri and skipper Kohli
with only one option, to try an
explosive player like Rohit at
the top of the order, following
the Virender Sehwag impact
model.
B engal
opener
Abhimanyu Easwaran, a prolific performer at the domestic and India A games, could
be rewarded with a place in
the side as a reserve opener, if
the selection committee
decides to drop Rahul.
The other openers in fray
are Priyank Panchal of Gujarat
and Shubman Gill of Punjab.
Rahul, considered a
favourite of this team management, has scored 664 runs in
his last 30 Test innings, with
his only notable score — 149
against England at the Oval
last year — coming in a dead
fifth rubber.
With Mayank Agarwal
assured of his place, the only
bone of contention could be
the opening slot where a 15member squad could ensure
both Rohit and Easwaran

make it.
In case they both make it,
then they might feature in the
India A side in the two-day
practice game against South
Africa in Vizianagaram before
the
first
Test
in
Visakhapatnam on October 2.
Otherwise, the selection
will remain pretty straightforward with only Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, who isn’t fully fit,
likely to miss out.
In that case, all-rounder
Hardik Pandya could be back
in the Test squad or else
Navdeep Saini might come in
as a back-up pacer.
However, it remains to be
seen whether the Think-Tank
will want Pandya to only concentrate on white ball cricket
in the next 13 months keeping
the World Cup in focus.
Test matches in India normally feature one specialist
keeper in the side but
Wriddhiman Saha is very
much in the scheme of things
even though Rishabh Pant
remains the top choice.
Ravindra Jadeja, Kuldeep
Yadav and Ravichandran
Ashwin will be the three spinners while Jasprit Bumrah,
Mohammed Shami and Ishant
Sharma will be the three pacers. In case Shami is rested,
then Umesh Yadav can come
in.
L ikely Squad: Openers:
Mayank Agar wal, Rohit
Sharma Middle order :
Cheteshwar Pujara, Virat
Kohli, Ajinkya Rahane,
Hanuma Vihari All-rounder:
Hardik Pandya Wicketkeepers:
Rishabh Pant, Wriddhiman
Saha Pacers: Jasprit Bumrah,
Ishant Sharma, Mohammed
Shami/Umesh Yadav Spinners:
Ravichandran
Ashwin,
Ravindra Jadeja, Kuldeep
Yadav
In Contention: Abhimanyu
Easwaran (3rd opener),
Priyank Panchal (3rd opener),
Navdeep Saini (reserve pacer),
Kona Bharat (2nd keeper).
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Bangar has said that he won't be taking any offers outside
India immediately. Bangar's five-year tenure as India's batting
Scoachanjay
ended this month and the former batsman says that he will
use this much needed break to "reflect, refresh and reinvent."
"I have been travelling for five years, I don't think I may take
up roles outside India immediately," Bangar told Cricbuzz on
Wednesday. He said that despite being the only person among Ravi
Shastri's coaching staff who lost his place when their contracts were
renewed, he does not have negative feelings about the situation and
instead views his tenure at the helm with pride.
"Being disappointed is a natural feeling, which lasted for just
a few days. But I thank the BCCI and all the coaches, Duncan
(Fletcher), Anil (Kumble) and Ravi (Shastri), for giving me an opportunity to serve Indian cricket for five years.
"I look back on the progress the team made since 2014 and being
No. 1 in Tests for three years in a row with happiness. We won 30
out of 52 Tests played, 13 of them overseas. We also won consistently in ODIs in all countries. The only thing that eluded us was
the World Cup," he said.
One of the biggest criticisms that came Bangar's way after
India's exit from the World Cup was the lack of a concrete option
at the number four position in limited overs. During the tournament, KL Rahul played in the position and after the injury to
Shikhar Dhawan, it was Vijay Shankar who was played in that role.
"The entire team management and selectors were part of the
decision making for the No. 4 spot. The choice relied upon current form, fitness criteria, whether he was a left-hander, whether
he could bowl, etc.," he said.
It was during his time that Virat Kohli consolidated his position as the best batsman in the world across all formats and Rohit
Sharma and Shikhar Dhawan went from strength to strength as
an opening pair. Cheteshwar Pujara also took his game to the next
level in Test cricket. However, Bangar's time also saw the international career of Murali Vijay plateauing and Ajinkya Rahane's
inconsistency.
"Rahane missed out on converting a lot of 50s into 100s in
the last 18 months and contributed in all our overseas victories
in Johannesburg, Nottingham and Adelaide. I was happy for him
that he eventually crossed the three-figure mark in West Indies,
where he played a pivotal role in seaming conditions," said Bangar.
"As far as Vijay goes, when a player is playing only one format, it adds to the challenge of immediately finding rhythm in
international cricket if you are opening in tough overseas conditions.”
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e is “more than happy”
with the solitary point
that the Indian football
team snatched by drawing against
Asian champion Qatar but coach
Igor Stimac says he has told the
players to stay grounded as they
can’t afford complacency during
FIFA World Cup Qualifiers.
The former Croatian international wants the Indian players to
stay focussed and garner more
points in their upcoming matches. India dished out a gritty performance to Qatar to a goalless
draw in a FIFA World Cup
Round 2 qualifying match here
on Tuesday night.
“As a coach, I don’t have time
to waste in thinking too much
higher than it was a few days ago
when we lost to Oman. Still
today as a coach, of course, I am
more than happy to get a point
against the reigning champions of
Asia,” Stimac said at the postmatch press conference here.
“We need to improve in certain areas, on the other hand, all
congratulations not just to my

players but also for Qatar. There
was excitement in front of both
goals, of course.”
“It was a great experience for
us. All credits to my players, I am
very proud of my players. But the
message to the team is to keep
yourself down as it is just a point,”
he added.
Despite playing without their
talismanic captain and striker
Sunil Chhetri, who was laid low
by fever, the Indians denied
Qatar, who won the Asian Cup
title in January, despite the home
side managing more than a
dozen shots on target.
“Qatar deserved more from
this game. They created more
chances today but we also had
many chances,” Stimac said.
Stimac also took a potshot at
those who criticised his team’s fitness levels after India lost 1-2 to
Oman in their campaign-opener, with both Oman goals coming in the final eight minutes.
The coach asserted that fitness was never a problem for his
side.
“You see, I cannot reply to
each comment after a game

because not many people are well
educated about football. We are
a fit team and we proved it
today.
“We played against Qatar
and we made space for ourselves
even in the last minutes. We
made sprints even in the 95th
minute, showing a lot of concentration. So we showed good fitness,” Stimac said.
India will play Bangladesh in
their next World Cup qualifying

8C5CfXccTa

match in Kolkata on October 15
and the coach expects a full
house at the mecca of Indian
football.
“Our country has a population of over 1.3 billion people
compared to that this was a very
small crowd.
“I want to see 80,000 people
in Kolkata against Bangladesh.
We deserve that and they need to
come and support us,” Stimac
signed off.
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ndia captain Sunil Chhetri is
extremely proud of the way
the Blue Tigers fought valiantly against Qatar and held them
to a goal-less draw in the second
match of the FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022 and AFC Asian
Cup China 2023 joint qualifiers
Round 2 in Doha.
Chhetri, who could not take
part in the crucial game on

Tuesday because of fever, took
to Twitter to express his joy after
India earned their first points in
the ongoing qualifiers.
“Dear India, that is my
team and those are my boys!
Cannot describe how proud I
am at this moment. Not a big
result for the table, but in terms
of a fight, as big as it can get.
8]SXP]bZX__TaBd]X[2WWTcaXcfTTcbPUcTa Huge credit to the coaching staff
1[dTCXVTabW^[S0bXP]2WP\_X^]b@PcPa and the dressing room,” Chhetri
U^aV^P[[TbbSaPfX]3^WP^]CdTbSPh
tweeted.

-  %
  
  1
$ 
´7bUQdQSXYUfU]U^dµ
8]SXP]V^P[ZTT_Ta6da_aTTcBX]VWBP]SWdX]PUX[T_XRcdaT

?C8 =4F34;78

?C8 3>70

ormer captain Bhaichung Bhutia on Wednesday
tar goalkeeper Gurpreet Fhailed the Indian football team’s performance,
Singh believes anything is terming the result as a “great achievement”.
Spossible
He said the result can motivate the Indian playin football after a gritty India held Asian champions
Qatar to a goalless draw in a
FIFA World Cup Round 2
qualifying match.
“I feel extremely proud of
the team for our performance
against Qatar,” said Gurpreet,
who also worn the captain’s
armband.
“The team-effort helped
us achieve the result. It will
help us immensely in the qualifiers.
“We have played just two
matches, and we have played
well, that too against two powerful teams. It gives us that
added motivation and confidence that in football, anything
is possible,” he added.
Custodian Gurpreet, who
was unbeatable under the
Indian bar, credited the entire
team for stealing an unexpected point from the away match.
“Everyone played their
hearts out, and gave everything
out on the pitch. That enabled
us to come back to the dressing room, satisfied, and with a
very crucial point,” he said.
He also thanked the Indian
fans, who had turned up in
large numbers.
“It was like playing at home
away from home. The support
was incredible. They spurred
us on, cheering us all throughout,” he said.

ers to have a shot at advancing further to the next
round.
“It was a big achievement, drawing against Asian
champions Qatar and that too in Qatar. This match
should motivate the players to do well and instill confidence in the upcoming matches (of the World Cup
qualifiers),” Bhutia said.
“The boys have played well against Oman and
Qatar and if they continue in the same way, there
can be a possibility for India to make it to the next
round, you never know. But it should not be a oneoff performance and they should maintain it in the
matches coming up,” he added.
Goalkeeper Gurpreet Singh Sandhu was the star
of the match as he single-handedly stopped the
Qataris from scoring any goal by making at least 10
saves.
“He was simply outstanding and he was the main
reason (for the draw),” the 42-year-old Bhutia said
of Gurpreet who also wore the captain’s armband
in the match against Qatar.
Talking further about the match against Qatar,
Bhutia, who played 104 international matches
between 1995 and 2011, said, “India defended really well, the players maintained the shape and
remained compact throughout.
“Against Oman, India were dominating in the
first half but let in two late goals. So, against Qatar
it was very scary (thinking India may concede late
goals) but in the end they were able to keep their
nerves and did not commit any mistake.”
He, however, said that it’s early to judge head
coach Stimac as he is new to the job.
“It is too early to say anything about the coach.
India has done well so far in these World Cup qualifiers and it should not be about one match or two
matches. It should be consistent,” said the former
striker, who was known as ‘Sikkimese Sniper’ in his
playing days.
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ngland and Portugal both scored five
goals while France scored three as they
overcame lowly-ranked Kosovo,
Andorra and Lithuania in Euro 2020 qualifying on Tuesday.
Captain Ronaldo, making his 160th
international appearance, scored four as
Portugal won 5-1 in Vilnius and strengthened their position in Group B after a sluggish start.
For Ronaldo it was a second hat-trick in
three internationals. The victory over
Lithuania, 130th in the world rankings, kept
brought Portugal five points behind Ukraine
at the top of Group B.
Portugal, who opened the group with
home draws against Ukraine and
Serbia, started their recovery with
a victory in Belgrade on Saturday.
They have a game in hand on all
the other teams in the group.
Ronaldo’s first goal was a
penalty. The second, with the
scores level after an hour, was a
scuffed low shot from outside the
penalty area which took a couple
of stranges bounces off the artificial turf
before it was parried into the air by the diving Ernestas Setkus. The dropping ball hit
the back of the goalie’s head before rolling
in. The third was a clinical volley from close
range. The fourth was a low shot into the corner.
Vytautas Andriuskevicius scored the
hosts’ only goal before William Carvalho
added a fifth for the reigning champions at
the end.
Serbia beat Luxembourg 3-1, as
Aleksandar Mitrovic netted twice, to solidify their grasp on third place. They are a point
behind Portugal.
In Southampton, Gareth Southgate’s
England side trailed early on to Kosovo,
ranked 120th in the world, when Valon
Berisha scored after 34 seconds. England
replied with a first-half goal binge that ended
05? ;>B0=64;4B
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eru grabbed a slice of revenge
for their loss to Brazil in the
Copa America final, defeating
the five-time World Cup winners
1-0 in a friendly in Los Angeles.
A headed goal from
Argentina-based defender Luis
Abram was enough to give Peru
a hard-fought win over the
Brazilians on Tuesday.
The defeat brought an end to
Brazil’s 17-game winning streak,
a run which started with a victory over the United States just
over a year ago.
Brazil coach Tite meanwhile
opted against starting Paris SaintGermain star Neymar, four days
after he had made a successful
return from injury with a goal
and an assist in a 2-2 draw with
Colombia on Friday.
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with Jadon Sancho scoring twice to make it
5-1 at the break.
‘BIZARRE GAME’
The visitors claimed two back in the second half, including a second for Lazio midfielder Berisha, but the 5-3 victory put
England three points clear in Group A, ahead
of the second-placed Czech Republic, who
beat Montenegro 3-0.
“A bizarre game,” said Southgate. “The
outstanding parts of our play were obvious.
The errors were obvious.”
In Paris, the world champions made light
work of beating 136-ranked Andorra 3-0. It
was Les Bleus’ 100th match at the Stade de
France.

0?

Antoine Griezmann missed a penalty for
his country for the second game running but
Kinglsey Coman, Clement Lenglet, with his
first on the international goal, and Wissam
Ben Yedder clinched three points.
“It is really annoying. I’ll just need to
keep working. You can’t be on top of your
game all the time,” Griezmann said.
Cenk Tosun scored twice as the Turks
beat Moldova with ease in a 4-0 victory in
Chisinau. But Iceland, who had been level
with the top two, suffered a blow as they lost
4-2 in Albania.
That result meant Iceland dropped
three points behind. It also changed the
tiebreak, allowing Turkey to take first place
from France.
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Tite, who had been reluctant
to start Neymar in back-to-back
games as the striker regains fitness, brought on the PSG forward after 63 minutes in place of
Liverpool’s Roberto Firmino.
Neymar attempted to up
the tempo in attack, but was
unable to break the deadlock,
with Brazil, who were also missing Dani Alves and Thiago Silva,
struggling to find their usual
attacking rhythm.
Instead it was Peru who
grabbed a winner, Abram rising
to meet Yoshimar Yotun’s freekick to glance in the winner.

MARTINEZ HAT-TRICK
Lautaro Martinez fired a
22-minute hat-trick as Argentina
thrashed Mexico 4-0 in a friendly international in San Antonio.
Inter Milan striker Martinez
scored in the 17th, 22nd and
39th minutes at the Alamodome
to give Argentina a deserved win
over a lacklustre Mexico team.
Paris Saint-Germain midfielder Leandro Paredes scored
Argentina’s other goal from the
penalty spot after 33 minutes as
the South American giants
romped into a 4-0 lead at halftime.

ngland manager Gareth
Southgate insists his side
must improve on "obvious"
defensive errors after being
bailed out by another devastating attacking display in a
thrilling 5-3 win over Kosovo in
Southampton.
Jadon Sancho scored his
first international goals and
Harry Kane and Raheem
Sterling were also on target as
Southgate's men took their tally
to 19 goals in four Euro 2020
qualifiers.
However, the good work of
the front three was nearly
undone by mistakes from centre-backs Michael Keane and
Harry Maguire, as England
conceded three goals at home in
a qualifier for the first time in
12 years.
"A bizarre game," said
Southgate. "There were obvious
poor errors for goals but I'm
really pleased with the composure we showed.
"We had devastating attacking play throughout and we
used the ball well.
"The outstanding parts of
our play were obvious. The
errors were obvious."
Kosovo had been on a 15game unbeaten run stretching
back two years and were given
the start to spark dreams of a
monumental shock for a nation
only given FIFA membership
three years ago.
Just 35 seconds in, a misplaced pass by Keane allowed
Valon Berisha to fire past Jordan
Pickford and give the visitors the
lead.
England bounced back in
emphatic fashion. It was another demonstration of the pace
and firepower that will make the
Three Lions among the
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favourites for Euro 2020 once
the formality of mathematically securing their place at next
summer's showpiece is out of
the way.
The World Cup semi-finalists moved three points clear at
the top of Group A ahead of the
Czech Republic, who won, 3-0,
in Montenegro. Kosovo
dropped to third, four points
behind. England have a game in
hand on all four sides below
them.
Sterling was in scintillating
form, but the Manchester City

winger scored his sixth goal in
his last six international caps
was in unusual fashion, with a
towering header from close
range.
Sterling then turned
provider with a dangerous dart
into the Kosovar half before teeing up Kane to drill low past
Aro Muric.
- Embarrassed Sancho's low cross was then
turned into his own net by
Mergim Vojvoda and the
Standard Liege right-back was
further embarrassed as England

struck twice more before halftime.
Sterling was too quick for
the Kosovo defence as he cut in
from the left before playing a
perfectly weighted pass for
Sancho to fire in at the near post
for his first goal for his country.
A minute later, the 19year-old had a second, again
thanks to unselfish play from
Sterling after leaving Vojvoda in
his wake.
"I'm delighted to score my
first goal for England," said
Sancho.
"It was a crazy game. Five
goals and I'm just happy to get
two of them."
Yet, for all England's
thrilling attacking play, there
were concerns for Southgate
over their defending as the
hosts let Kosovo back into the
game early in the second-half.
Berisha produced a second
cool finish after Keane was
caught under a cross from the
right.
Maguire, the world's most
expensive defender after an
£80 million move from
Leicester to Manchester United
last month, then clumsily
brought down Vedat Muriqi
inside the area.
Muriqi dismissed Berisha's
plea to take the spot-kick with
the chance to complete a
famous hat-trick and the
Fenerbahce striker was relieved
as Pickford just did not get a
strong enough hand to save his
penalty.
At the other end,
Manchester City goalkeeper
Muric produced some heroics
as he saved Kane's powerful
penalty and only the post
denied Sterling a sixth, but
England had already done
enough to move another step
closer to Euro 2020.
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ri Lanka on Wednesday named depleted squads for a six-match tour of
Pakistan, after 10 top players opted out citing security concerns.
Lahiru Thirimanne has replaced oneday international skipper Dimuth
Karunaratne, who refused to join the tour
along with T20 skipper Lasith Malinga.
Thirimanne will lead a 15-member
ODI squad, while the 16-member T20
squad will be led by Dasun Shanaka.

A majority of international teams have
refused to tour Pakistan following a March
2009 militant attack on the Sri Lankan team
bus during a Test match in Lahore.
The other eight players who opted out
of the tour are Thisara Perera, Mathews,
Niroshan Dickwella, Kusal Perera,
Dhananjaya de Silva, Akila Dananjaya,
Suranga Lakmal and Dinesh Chandimal.
ODI squad: Lahiru Thirimanne (Captain),
Danushka Gunathilaka, Sadeera
Samarawickrama, Avishka Fernando,
Oshada Fernando, Shehan Jayasuriya,

Dasun Shanaka, Minod Bhanuka, Angelo
Perera, Wanindu Hasaranga, Lakshan
Sandakan, Nuwan Pradeep, Isuru Udana,
Kasun Rajitha, and Lahiru Kumara.
T20 squad: Dasun Shanaka (Captain),
Danushka Gunathilaka, Sadeera
Samarawickrama, Avishka Fernando,
Oshada Fernando, Shehan Jayasuriya,
Angelo Perera, Bhanuka Rajapaksha,
Minod Bhanuka, Lahiru Madushanka,
Wanindu Hasaranga, Lakshan Sandakan,
Isuru Udana, Nuwan Pradeep, Kasun
Rajitha, and Lahiru Kumara.

