
New Delhi: Nowhere in the
world people are sent to “gas
chambers to die”, fumed the
Supreme Court on Wednesday
while expressing serious con-
cern over deaths during manu-
al scavenging and manhole
cleaning across the country.

Slamming the Government
authorities for not providing
protective gear like masks and
oxygen cylinders to people
engaged in manual scavenging
and manhole cleaning, the apex
court said this is the “most inhu-
man” way to treat a human
being.

The SC said that although
over 70 years have passed since
India got Independence, caste
discrimination still persists in
the country and the society is
not treating all human beings
equally despite the
Constitutional mandate. 

“Why are you not providing
them masks and oxygen cylin-
ders? In no country in the
world, people are sent to gas
chambers to die. Four to five
people are dying due to this
every month,” a Bench headed
by Justice Arun Mishra asked
Attorney General KK
Venugopal.

Venugopal, while conced-
ing that people involved in
such works are dying in the
country day-after-day, said
deaths have also happened due
to potholes on the roads but no
action has been taken against

the authorities concerned.
He told the Bench, also

comprising justices MR Shah
and BR Gavai, that law of tort,
which deals with civil wrong
and its liabilities thereof, is not
developed and practiced in the
country and though the magis-
trates have jurisdiction, not a
single case has been registered
suo motu (on its own) on such
incidents.

“A case cannot be filed
against people who are sweep-
ing the streets or cleaning sew-
ers. Cases should be filed against
the supervisory officers and
authorities who are responsible
for such works as they have col-
lected taxes from the citizens for
this,” the Attorney General said.

The Bench remarked, “This
is the most inhuman way to
treat a human being”. 

“It is the most uncivilized
and inhuman situation where
the people are losing their lives
in gas chambers without any
masks or oxygen cylinders,” the
Bench said, adding, “You have
to take care of people. People are
dying everyday due to this,” the
Bench said.
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It’s the end for ENDS (elec-
tronic nicotine delivery sys-

tems) in India. The Union
Cabinet on Wednesday decid-
ed to ban electronic cigarettes
(e-cigarettes) and other vaping
products, making India one of
the few countries that have
done so. 

The Government is of the
view that e-cigarettes pose
health risks similar to those
caused by combustible ciga-
rettes. The prohibition will
entail penal provisions also
with a jail term up to three
years and a fine up to �5 lakh.

The Union Cabinet
approved the Prohibition of E-
cigarettes Ordinance, 2019.
The Ordinance has been sent to
the President for clearance.

“The ban means prohibi-
tion on the production, man-
ufacturing, import/export, sale,

storage and advertising of e-
cigarettes. 

This is keeping in mind the
impact it is having on the
youth today, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman told
reporters here after the Cabinet
meeting. 
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Unhappy over the amended
Motor Vehicles Act (MVA)

and an exorbitant hike in fines,
the United Front of Transport
Associations (UFTA), an
umbrella unit of about 41
transport associations in Delhi-
NCR, including cabs, auto-
rickshaw and cluster bus ser-
vices, will go on a day strike on
Thursday in Delhi and NCR. 

The announcement by the
UFTA has caused the author-
ities to defer half yearly exam-
inations in Delhi-NCR
schools scheduled for
Thursday. 

Unions affiliated to UFTA,
including those of trucks, pri-
vate school/tourist buses, char-
tered buses, tempo, taxi, auto
rickshaws had held a mega
protest against steep hike in
traffic violation fines at Janatar
Mantar on Monday. 
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European parliamentarians
Ryszard Czarnecki and

Fulvio Martusciello have
slammed Pakistan for 
harbouring militants, with one
of them saying terrorists who
carried out attacks in 
India did not come from the
Moon.

During a special debate of
the plenary of the European
Parliament on the situation in
Kashmir on Tuesday,
Czarnecki, the member of EU
Parliament and European
Conservatives and Reformists
Group in 

“India is the greatest
democracy of the world. 
We need to look at terrorist 
acts that took place in India,
Jammu & Kashmir. These 
terrorists didn’t land from the
Moon. They were coming 
from the neighbouring coun-
try. We should support 
India,” said Czarnecki.
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West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Wednesday met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
discussed among others issues
like the State Assembly's deci-
sion to rename West Bengal as
“Bangla”. The controversial
NRC (National Register of
Citizens) process that has
added to the bitterness between
Mamata and the Centre, how-
ever, did not figure during
their discussion which focussed
on developmental issues. 

The meeting at the Prime
Minister's residence that last-
ed for about half an hour also
had Mamata extending an
invite to Modi to inaugurate
the world’s second-largest coal
block Deocha Pachami in
Birbhum district after Navratri
puja. 

This was the first time that
Mamata, who has been among
the harshest critics of Modi and
the BJP, met him after the
Visva Bharati University con-
vocation at Shantiniketan in
May 2018. She did not attend
Modi’s swearing-in in May
when he took charge for the
second time and had stayed
away from the Niti Aayog
meeting in June.
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The 47-year-old elephant
Laxmi, who went missing

two months ago, was found by
the Delhi Police near the banks
of the Yamuna in New Delhi on
Wednesday around 3.30am.

Police have arrested
Laxmi’s mahout Saddam, while
owner Yusuf Ali and his elder
son are at large. According to
a senior police official, Laxmi
was found along with Saddam
after a day long search by three
teams who combed the area
along the river banks in the

eastern part of the city and the
Uttar Pradesh-Delhi border.

“Saddam was produced
before a court. Earlier Laxmi
was kept at the Shakarpur
Police Station but was later
shifted to the Delhi
Government’s nursery at ITO
from where she will be taken to
the Ban Santoor elephant reha-
bilitation centre in
Yamunanagar in Haryana,” said
the senior police official. 

The elephant belongs to
Ali’s  family residing in
Shakarpur. Since he could
not make proper arrange-
ments for the animal’s upkeep,
the forest department had
issued a seizure notice in
February.

Ali then moved the Delhi
High Court, which said the for-
est department can seize the
elephant only when necessary
arrangements for its transfer to

the new site have been made.
“On July 1, the forest

department got the go ahead
from the Ban Santoor elephant
rehabilitation centre to transfer

the elephant. On July 6, when
a forest department team came
to take the elephant they were
allegedly attacked by Ali, his
son and their relatives. 
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In the first endeavour of its
kind, India will have in place

a written history of its borders
in the next two years with
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh approving the project.
The documented history will
help provide the masses and the
Government officials a better
understanding of the borders. 

At present, India has a dis-
puted over 4000-km border,
known as Line of Actual
Control (LAC) with China,
and the volatile 750-km long
Line of Control (LoC) with
Pakistan. 

While the LoC is “hot” at
present witnessing relentless
ceasefire violations by Pakistan
following the abrogation of

special status to Jammu &
Kashmir under Article 370,
the LAC has not seen a single
shot fired in anger for the last
45 years by either India or
China.

However, the LAC spread-
ing from Ladakh in the west to
Arunachal Pradesh in the east
often sees transgressions due to
differing perceptions about the

border. Moreover, Indian
Parliament had passed a unan-
imous resolution saying even
Pakistan Occupied Kashmir
(POK) is part of India and the
NDA Government maintains
that it will make all efforts to
retrieve POK. Pakistan occu-
pied that part during the 1947
war with India after raiders
from across accompanied by

the Pakistan Army intruded
into Kashmir. 

The written history will
cover various aspects, includ-
ing the tracing, making,
unmaking and shifting of bor-
ders, the role of the security
forces, of the borderland peo-
ple, encompassing their eth-
nicity, culture and the socio-
economic aspects of their lives. 
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Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s

Likud party trailed its main
rival Blue and White by 31 to
32 seats on Wednesday after
an unprecedented repeat elec-
tion, putting the country’s
longest serving premier on a
shaky ground and raising the
possibility of a unity govern-
ment.

Israelis voted on Tuesday in
their country’s second general
election in five months after 69-
year-old Netanyahu failed to
form a governing coalition
with a viable majority follow-
ing April’s vote.

The Central Election
Committee said that Blue and
White party seemed to be tak-
ing a lead over Likud after 91
per cent votes were counted.
The centre-left bloc now has 56
seats compared to Netanyahu-
led bloc, comprised of right-
wing and ultra-Orthodox par-
ties, which is at 55 seats in the
120-member Parliament. 
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday set an October

18 deadline for completion of
all arguments in the protract-
ed Ram-Janmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid land title dispute, a
move that has raised the pos-
sibility of a verdict in the polit-
ically sensitive case in the mid-
dle of November.

“Let us make a joint effort
to conclude the hearing by
October 18 so that we get four
weeks time to write,” the
Supreme Court said.

As it offered to hear the
case on Saturdays as well, the
SC at the same time said the
parties to the dispute are free
to find an amicable solution
through mediation and place
the settlement before it. 

However, the top court
told lawyers from both the
Hindu and Muslim sides in the
Ayodhya case that it wanted to
conclude the day-to-day hear-
ings by October 18 so that the
judges get almost four weeks
time to write the judgment.

The target date for com-
pletion of arguments assumes
significance since Chief Justice
of India Ranjan Gogoi, who is
heading the five-judge
Constitution bench hearing
the case, is due to demit office
on November 17.

“The hearing of the
appeals, which is at a very
advanced stage, will continue
without any interruption. If, in
the meantime, the parties
desire to settle the matter(s),
including, by resort to media-
tion by the earlier constituted
mediation panel, they may do
so and place the settlement
before the court, if reached,” the
Bench said in its order.

The court on Tuesday had

asked the counsels for the
Hindu and Muslim parties to
inform it about a tentative
“time schedule” for concluding
their arguments. 

The Constitution Bench,
which also comprised Justices
SA Bobde, DY Chandrachud,
Ashok Bhushan and SA 
Nazeer, has so far heard the
Ayodhya land dispute case for
26 days after it commenced the
day-to-day hearing on 
August 6 following the failure
of mediation proceedings ini-
tiated to find the amicable res-
olution.

As per the apex court’s
calendar, the Bench now has 15
working days remaining to
conclude the lengthy hearing

by October 18. So far, Hindu
parties have argued for 16 days
and senior advocate Rajeev
Dhavan, representing the
Muslim sides, had advanced
submissions for 10 days.

Dhavan said he and his col-
leagues would take eight more
days to conclude their submis-
sions and two senior counsel —
K Parasaran and CS
Vaidyanathan — appearing for
a Hindu party would need two
days to rebut his arguments.

“We are open to hearing on
Saturdays, if required,” the
Bench said, adding a tentative
schedule can also be worked
out.  After dealing with the
time schedule, the Bench then
said it has received a letter from

former apex court judge F M I
Kalifulla, who was heading the
three-member mediation
panel, in which it was stated
that some parties have written
to him for resumption of the
mediation process.

“There is an ancillary issue.
We have received a letter that
some parties want to settle the
matter by way of mediation,”
the Bench said, adding they
may do so and the proceedings
before the mediation panel
can remain confidential.

Referring to its earlier
order, it said, “We also make it
clear that the terms and the
process of settlement including
mediation, if resorted to, will
abide by our earlier order dated

March, 8, 2019, with regard to
confidentiality.”

While ordering the day-to-
proceedings, the court had
taken note of the report of the
three-member panel, also com-
prising spiritual guru and
founder of the Art of Living
foundation Sri Sri Ravishankar

and senior advocate and
renowned mediator Sriram
Panchu, that mediation pro-
ceedings, which went on for
about four months, did not
result in any final settlement
and it had to decide the mat-
ter pending before it.

The court, which on March
8 referred the matter for medi-
ation, had asked for in-camera
proceedings to be completed
within eight weeks, but later
granted time till August 15 after
the panel’s earlier report said
the mediators were “optimistic”
about an amicable solution.
The SC fixed the seat for medi-
ation process in Faizabad,
around 7 km from Ayodhya,
and said adequate arrange-
ments, including the venue of
the mediation, place of stay of
the mediators, their security,
travel should be arranged by
the State Government. 

It had perused a report
about the progress of mediation
process till July 18 and said its
contents will remain confi-
dential.  

Fourteen appeals have

been filed in the apex court
against the 2010 Allahabad
High Court judgment, deliv-
ered in four civil suits, that the
2.77-acre land in Ayodhya be
partitioned equally among the
three parties — the Sunni Waqf
Board, the Nirmohi Akhara
and Ram Lalla.
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Continuing their attack over
the state of the economy,

former Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi and party general sec-
retary Priyanka Gandhi on
Wednesday said the confidence
of investors is "shaken" but the
Modi dispensation is refusing
to acknowledge the truth. The
siblings also took a swipe at
Prime Minister Modi over
about his Howdy event in
Houston during his current 

US visit.
Congress has been attack-

ing the Modi government over
the slowdown in the economy
and has criticised it for its eco-
nomic policies.  Rahul took to
Twitter to say take potshots by
ahead of Modi's visit to the
United States, where he will
address Indian Americans at a
function "Howdy Modi". US
President Donald Trump will
join Modi at the event in
Houston. "'Howdy' economy
doin', Mr Modi? Ain't too
good it seems," he said on
Twitter, using the hashtag
"HowdyEconomy".

Citing a media report,
Priyanka claimed that after

pouring USD 45 billion into
India's stock market over the
past six years on hopes that
Modi would unleash the coun-
try's economic potential, inter-
national money managers have
sold USD 4.5 billion of Indian
shares since June.

"By showing glitter, saying
5 trillion, 5 trillion, everyday
or by doing media's headline
management, economy can-
not be improved. Investors do
not come by sponsoring
events abroad," Priyanka
Gandhi said in an apparent
dig at Prime Minister Modi's
upcoming diaspora event in
Houston.

The confidence of investors

is "shaken" and the foundation
of economic investment has
"cracked", she said in a tweet in
Hindi with the hashtag 'BJP
bad for business'. "But the BJP
government is refusing to
acknowledge this truth. This
slowdown is a speed breaker in
the direction of becoming an
economic superpower. Without
improving this situation, all
other razzmatazz is useless,"
Priyanka Gandhi said in anoth-
er tweet.

She has been relentlessly
attacking the government over
the issue of economy in the last
few days and demanding
answers from the government
over the economic slowdown.
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The Union Housing and
Urban Affairs Minister

Hardeep Singh Puri on
Wednesday said a new
Parliament building having
offices of ministers and MPs
that may be constructed next to
the over 90-year-old structure
is one of the options being con-
sidered by the government.
The minister said the final
decision will be taken only after
designs are submitted by archi-
tecture firms.  

One of the options that is
being considered is the cham-
bers of the two Houses of
Parliament will be revamped to
accommodate more MPs.
According to an official, the
strength of Parliament may
increase after a possible delim-
itation exercise.  The govern-
ment will soon constitute a core
team of CPWD officers to exe-
cute the ambitious redevelop-
ment plan for Central Vista, the

over three-km stretch from
Rashtrapati Bhavan to India
Gate, in Lutyens' Delhi.

The Narendra Modi gov-
ernment had last week unveiled
its mega plan to redevelop the
over 3-km stretch from
Rashtrapati Bhavan to India
Gate in Lutyens' Delhi. The
government on September 2
floated a request for proposal
for the "development or rede-
velopment of Parliament
Building, Common Central
Secretariat and Central Vista." 

On Monday, the CPWD
reduced the earnest money
from Rs 50 lakh to Rs 25 lakh
for submitting the bid for rede-
velopment plan for Central
Vista and Parliament building
owing to concerns raised by
architects who participated in
a pre-bid meeting last week.

Addressing the event on the
theme of 'Emerging trends in
public architecture', Puri said a
reputed architect recently wrote
to him, alleging that the gov-

ernment is going to "destroy"
the Parliament building.

"Who said we will destroy
Parliament?" the minister asked
and explained the government
has reached a stage of just invit-
ing ideas from architecture
firms for the ambitious project.

He said the British ruled
India for 190 years and they
had good architects who built
buildings which is now part of
the country's cultural heritage.

"North and South Blocks
should be made museums that
reflect 190 years (of British
rule)...What will happen to the
Parliament building? We will
construct a new building which
will connect Parliament
through an underground path-
way," Puri said. At event, Puri
said 70 per cent of India has to
be rebuilt by 2030

He said that the CPWD
was set up in the 1850s and the
buildings constructed along
the Central Vista reflected the
colonial ethos.
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New Delhi: India and Belgium reviewed
the bilateral trade relations and setting
ambitious objectives during the 16th
Session of India-Belgium Luxembourg
Economic Union (BLEU) Joint Economic
Commission (JEC)here on Tuesday.  The
forum was established in 1997. 

The European Union is India's largest
trade partner. Among the 28 EU member
States, Belgium has the third largest trade

with India with a total trade value worth
�12,8 billion in 2018 consisting of dia-
monds, pharmaceuticals, chemicals, food-
stuff and machinery. These trade figures
reflect the close economic partnership
emphasizing bilateral relationship. Belgium
is keen to further diversify trade relations
and explore new sectors with India. About
170 Belgian companies are based in India,
whereas around 80 Indian companies

have set up a plant or office in Belgium.
As a logistics and transport expert,

Belgium works along with Luxembourg to
ensure a smooth and swift trade access to
Europe for Indian businesses through the
Port of Antwerp, which is the second
largest port in Europe and functions as 'the
Gateway to Europe'. India is among the ten
most important partners of the Port of
Antwerp.
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The Union Cabinet on
Wednesday approved pro-

ductivity-linked bonus equiv-
alent to 78 days wages to over
11.52 lakh railway employees. 

Addressing media Union
Minister Prakash Javadekar
said that this is for the 
sixth consecutive year that 
productivity-linked bonus is
being given to railway 
employees.

The bonus for financial
year 2018-19 would benefit 11
lakh employees and would cost
the exchequer �2024.40 crore,
Javadekar said.  

"The Union Cabinet
chaired by the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has approved
the payment of Productivity
Linked Bonus (PLB) 
equivalent to 78 days wages to
over 11.52 Lakh eligible non-
gazetted railway employees
(excluding RPF/RPSF
personnel) for the Financial

Year (FY) 2018-19, for 
maintaining industrial peace
and motivation of 
railwaymen. 

This entails an expenditure
of Rs. 2024.40 crores to the
exchequer," said the statement
issued by Govt.
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Three weeks into September
as the monsoon shows no

signs of withdrawal, rivers in as
many as five States are flowing
above the danger mark — a fea-
ture which the MET says is
'unique'. Rivers like Ganga,
Brahmaputra, Yamuna,
Mahananda, Bagmati,
Ghaghara, Gandak, Kosi, Sone,
Jiabharali, Chambal etc in
Bihar, Assam, UP, Bengal and
Rajasthan are above the danger
mark causing flood-like situa-
tion in many areas in these
States. The IMD rainfall data
till September 18 showed India
received an average of 861 mm
as against the normal of
823.9mm, which is 5 percent
above normal. 

According to IMD officials,
the weather phenomenon is
'unique' at the time of with-
drawal of southwest monsoon
in the third week of September.
"Due to climate change, August
and September witnessed
excessive rainfall this mon-
soon. It is usually in July and
August. Due to delayed arrival,
the withdrawal is also delayed

by almost a fortnight.  Data
recorded close to 1,900 extreme
rainfall events this monsoon,
more than half of which were
in August and September,
underlining the expanding
impact of climate change in the
June-September monsoon,"
IMD officials said.

As many as one crore peo-
ple are effected and 1400 peo-
ple have died  in rain-related
tragedies across the country
and damages to property runs
into thousands of crores in 14
States.  The damage to proper-
ties, infrastructures, crops, ani-
mals due to rain related may-
hem is still being estimated.

According to IMD,
Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar,
Assam, Nagaland, Sikkim,
Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh,
Meghalaya have recorded
excessive and continuous rain-
fall in the last six days
(September 12 to 18). The
IMD said that he first was July
10 to 15, leading to flooding in
eastern Uttar Pradesh and
northern Bihar; the second
between July 25 and 31, caus-
ing floods in Assam; and the

third between August 5 and 12,
when coastal states such as
Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka
and Kerala experienced floods. 

As per flood assessment
report  prepared by the
Ministry of Home Affairs,  all
rivers --Ganga, Yamuna, Burhi
Gandak, Bagmati, Mahanand,
Kamalabalan are flowing over
danger marks, causing flood
like situation in Khagaria,
Sitamarhi,  Kishangani, Katihar,
Patna,Buxar, Gopal Ganj,
Bhagalpur, Khagaria districts in
Bihar.  Bihar recorded
774.5mm rainfall as against the
normal of 941.4 mm, a defi-
cient of 18 percent. The situa-
tion report says that several low
lying areas on the river banks
in the state are under flood.

Similarly, rivers in UP
flowing over danger marks
and causing floods in Ballia,
Banda, Faizabad, Gazipur,
Auraiya, Hamirpur, Bara Banki,
Prayagraj, Jalaun districts are
facing flood like situation. Low
lying area in Prayagraj and
Varansi are under water. UP
recorded 581 mm of rain as
against the normal of 749 mm,
a deficient of 22 percent.
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Mother Dairy, a leading milk supplier in
Delhi-NCR, on Wednesday said it will

recycle 832 tonnes of plastic by March next year
as part of its efforts to protect environment.

"To tackle with the burgeoning menace of
post-consumer plastic waste, Mother Dairy
debuted its plastic waste collection and recycling
initiative in Maharashtra in June 2018 by rolling
out the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR)
programme," it said in a statement. "Mother
Dairy, through leading PROs, will collect and
recycle plastic waste across 25 key states of its
operations and is targeting to recycle around 60

per cent of the total multi layered packaging used,
i.E, about 832 tonnes by March 2020," it added.

Mother Dairy, with the help of a Producer
Responsibility Organisation (PRO), has collect-
ed and recycled around 1,073 tonnes of plastic
waste till May 2019. This quantity includes
around 183 tonnes of multi-layered packaging
(MLP) and 890 tonnes of non-multi-layered pack-
aging. Mother Dairy was commissioned in 1974
as a wholly owned subsidiary of the National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB). The company sells
edible oils under the Dhara brand while fresh fruits
and vegetables, frozen vegetables and snacks, range
of unpolished pulses, honey, pulps and concen-
trates are marketed under the Safal brand.
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Death rate attributable to
malnutrition in under-5

children in India has dropped
by two- thirds from 1990 to
2017, but it still accounts for 68
per cent of deaths in under-five
children,  says a study pub-
lished in The Lancet Child and
Adolescent Health on
Wednesday.

According to comprehen-
sive estimates of disease burden
due to child and maternal mal-
nutrition released by the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), the disease burden
rate due to malnutrition in
children varies seven-fold
across states. It is highest in
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar
and Assam, followed by
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Odisha, Nagaland, and Tripura.

Among malnutrition indi-
cators, low birth weight is the
biggest contributor to disease
burden followed by child growth
failure which includes stunting,
underweight, and wasting.

The study was conducted
by the India State-Level Disease
Burden Initiative - a joint ini-
tiative of the ICMR, Public
Health Foundation of India,
and Institute for Health Metrics

and Evaluation in collaboration
with the Union Health Ministry.

"Efforts are needed in each
state to control malnutrition.
State governments are being
encouraged to intensify efforts
to reduce malnutrition and
undertake robust monitoring
to track the progress," said
Vinod K Paul, member NITI
Aayog.

Balram Bhargava, secre-
tary in the department of
health research in the ministry
of health, and also director gen-
eral ICMR said the government
in its   commitment to the
Poshan Abhiyaan (nutrition
mission) is taking important
steps to augment monitoring of
malnutrition indicators across
the country. 

According to the study, the
prevalence of low birth weight
was 21% in India in 2017,
ranging from 9% in Mizoram to
24% in Uttar Pradesh.

The study highlighted that
the prevalence of child stunting
was 39% in India in 2017. This
ranged from 21% in Goa to
49% in Uttar Pradesh, and was
generally highest in the EAG
states. The prevalence of child
underweight was 33% in India
in 2017, ranging from 16% in
Manipur to 42% in Jharkhand.

The prevalence of child
anaemia was 60% in India in
2017, ranging from 21% in
Mizoram to 74% in Haryana.

"While it is important to
address the gaps in all malnu-
trition indicators, low birth
weight needs particular policy
attention in India as it is the
biggest contributor to child
death among all malnutrition
indications and its rate of
decline is among the lowest,"
said Lalit Dandona, Director of
the India State-Level Disease
Burden Initiative.

The study found the preva-
lence of anaemia in women at
54% in India in 2017, ranging
from 28% in Mizoram to 60%
in Delhi while the prevalence
of exclusive breastfeeding was
53% in India in 2017, ranging
from 34% in Meghalaya to
74% in Chhattisgarh.

"Malnutrition in children is
an outcome of inadequate
maternal nutrition, poor sani-
tation and hygiene and subop-
timal infant feeding practices.
Improvement in nutrition,
therefore, is linked not only
with food availability and
access, but also with food safe-
ty and environment," said R.
Hemalatha, director at National
Institute of Nutrition, ICMR.
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The mega "Howdy Modi!"
diaspora event here on

Sunday to greet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and President
Donald Trump would provide
the world a glimpse of the con-
tributions of Indian-Americans
to the cultural, intellectual and
social landscape of the US, the
organisers say.

For the first time, Modi
and Trump would share the
stage to address the 50,000-
strong Indian diaspora during
the September 22 event titled
“Shared Dreams, Bright Future"
that would focus on the success
of Indian-Americans as well as
the strength of the US-India
relationship.

Describing the joint
appearance of the two leaders
as "unconventional and
unique", Harsh Vardhan
Shringla, Indian Ambassador
to the US said, "the event will
reflect the strong bipartisan
support there has been for
US-India relations."

“Indian-Americans are an
"organic bridge" between the
world's two largest democra-
cies,” he said.

Modi will be visiting the
US from September 21-27 for
the annual session of the
United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA). It is his
first US trip after winning a
second term as prime minister
in May. He will also have a
meeting with CEO's of energy
companies in Houston, world's
energy capital, before heading
to New York for the UNGA.

“This will be the largest
gathering for an invited foreign
leader visiting the United States
other than the Pope,” Jugal
Malini, member of the Texas
India Forum (TIF), which is
the main organiser of the event,
said.

The event is the third
meeting between Trump and
Modi in three months, after the
G-20 summit in Japan in June
and the G-7 summit in France
last month.

The organisers hope to
keep the event non-partisan,
and has invited speakers
including Steny Hoyer, the No.
2 Democrat in the House of
Representatives.

Jagdip Ahluwalia, founding
secretary and currently execu-
tive director of  Indo-American
Chamber of Commerce of
Greater Houston (IACCGH),
told PTI there are 90 organi-

sations in town participating in
the event. IACCGH has creat-
ed a special billboard to wel-
come Modi.

Houston is the energy cap-
ital of the world and the most
diverse city in America. The
news of President Trump join-
ing this is a sign of the grow-
ing importance of the US-
India relationship, he said.

Hundreds of volunteers,
TIF, the Indian Consulate in
Houston, city officials, gover-
nor's office are all working
together to make the event a
success.

TIF said the event will
start with a 90-minute cultur-
al programme- “Woven: The
Indian-American Story”- that
is a celebration of Indian-
Americans and their contribu-
tions to the cultural, intellectual
and social landscape of the US.

Over 50,000 attendees and
those watching at home will
experience the vibrant expres-
sions of people empowered by
their identity and driven to
enrich the communities around
them, it said.

Rishi Bhutada, public rela-
tions and media coordinator
for the event, said, “Out of
50,000 people expected, 8,000
are coming from outside Texas
state.

There will be a cultural
programme, followed by the
Prime Minister Modi's address,
he said.

Welcome messages, per-
sonalised billboards across the
city, special video from various
organisations and prominent
people are seen throughout
the city.

Facebook CEO Mark
Zuckerberg in his message
said, "I'm deeply appreciative of
Prime Minister Modi's com-
mitment to Digital India...For
India to keep making progress,
India needs to be a leader
online." 

Another message from

Satya Nadella, Microsoft CEO,
said, "India has world class
entrepreneurs and human cap-
ital. The Prime Minister's
vision is spot on; he knows how
tech is a powerful tool to
enable human ingenuity."

Durga Agrawal, President
and CEO of Piping Tech and
Products, extended a warm
welcome to the prime ministers
on behalf of the Indian-
American community in
Houston.

Bhavesh Patel, CEO of
LyondellBasell, described the
business relations between
India and Texas while sharing
an enthusiastic message to wel-
come the prime minister.

Paul Jacobs, former execu-
tive chairman, Qualcomm, said
"We share Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's vision to
transform India into a digital-
ly empowered society and
knowledge economy."

David Leebron, President
of Rice University, is pleased
that the prime minister has
decided to come to Houston
and proudly zooms in on the
Indian-American community
on campus while highlighting
their contribution towards
diversity.

Meanwhile, many are pray-
ing for the rain to stop as a trio
of tropical storm systems brew-
ing in the Gulf of Mexico and
the Atlantic Ocean on Tuesday
may dump heavy rain in parts
of Texas and Louisiana in the
coming days. 

Threats from the storm
include heavy rainfall and
flooding in the Houston area,
said Jeff Lindner, a meteorolo-
gist for the Harris County
Flood Control District.

Tropical depression Imelda
could bring up to 18 inches of
rain to parts of southeastern
parts of the state.

Texas Governor Greg
Abbott has placed resources on
standby across the state.
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Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan said on

Wednesday that he will force-
fully present the Kashmir issue
like never before at the UN
General Assembly session next
week.

Speaking after inaugurat-
ing the Torkham Terminal at
Pak-Afghan border, Khan
ruled out talks with India
unless New Delhi lifts curfew
in Kashmir and revoke the
abrogation of Article 370, state-
run Radio Pakistan reported.

"The Prime Minister assured
the nation that he will forceful-
ly present the Kashmir case like
never before at the UN General
Assembly session," it said.

Tension between India and
Pakistan escalated after New
Delhi revoked Jammu and
Kashmir's special status on
August 5. Reacting to India's
move on Kashmir, Pakistan
downgraded diplomatic ties
with New Delhi and expelled
the Indian High
Commissioner.

Asserting that abrogation
of Article 370 was its internal
matter, India has strongly crit-
icised Pakistan for making
"irresponsible statements" and
provocative anti-India rhetoric
over issues internal to it.

Khan also said that Pakistan
will make its utmost effort for
the resumption of the stalled
peace process in Afghanistan.

The Prime Minister said he
will insist for resumption of
peace talks during his meeting
with US President Donald
Trump on Monday in New York.

He said it will be tragedy if
the talks do not resume and the
Taliban do not participate in
the Afghan elections.

Khan's comments came
days after President Trump
said that the peace talks with
the Taliban are "dead".

The president had stunned
the world on Saturday when he
announced the cancellation of a
secret meeting with the Taliban
and Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani at Camp David near
Washington. It came after the
Taliban claimed responsibility
for an attack in Kabul erly this
month, in which an American
soldier were among the dead.
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A large crowd gathered at Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel’s official residence on Wednesday to meet and convey their grievances to
the CM. The weekly Jan-Chaupal resumed this Wednesday after a gap of a fortnight. Photo Santosh Sahu

STAFF REPORTER n
DANTEWADA

BJP national vice president
and former chief minister

Raman Singh addressing the
public rally at Bacheli said
the “face and fortune” of
Dantewada was changed by
his government.

“The party will continue
to serve with same vigour as
have full faith in the people
of the region,” he added.

He said late Bhima
Mandavi was too sensitive
for development of the area
and everyone will have to
take step to fulfill his dream.
The Bailadila’s iron is
recognized by whole world
and that has to be
maintained. He urged people
to keep away from the propa-

ganda and propagandists.
Former CM said

Congress has become an
institution which raises base-
less allegations.

BJP state president
Vikram Usendi said party
has been played key role
from foundation of the state
to its making.

“Between positive and
negative thoughts, positive
thoughts have to be
supported,” he said.

Former CM participated

in a road show and a public
contact programme at
Kirandul. Large section of
women joined the BJP.

Leader of Opposition

Dharamlal Kaushik addressed
public rally at Kuwakonda.
BJP candidate Ojaswi
Mandavi said with blessings
of all, she would register
victory in the election and
will work as voice of all.

We changed face and fortune of Dantewada: Raman Singh
Raman to hold
motorcycle
rally today

BJP national vice
president and former CM
Raman Singh on Thursday
(September 19) will hold
motorcycle rallies at
Geedham and Dantewada.
Former ministers’ Ajay
Chandrakar, Lata Usendi
and Rajesh Munat will also
accompany him.

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Wednesday

announced tehsil status to
ancient and Hindu
pilgrimage town Ratanpur.
He also declared sub-tehsil
status to Dadhi of
Bemetara district.

The announcement
was made by him while
meeting a delegation from
Ratanpur who demanded
Tehsil status for the town.
“It is situated at a greater
distance of more than 25
kilometers from present
District and Tehsil

headquarters Bilaspur and
it would be convenient for
the people residing there if
they get tehsil status for the
town”, the delegation said.

The delegation from
Ratanpur comprised
Chairperson Municipal
Council, Asha Suryawanshi,
Shiva Pandey, Dr Raju
Shrivas, Abhishek Mishra,
Pushpakant and Prabodh
Anand Pandey.

The Municipal Council
Chairperson apprised the
CM that around 49 villages
under the Municipal
Council have given their
consent for getting the
tehsil status.

CM announces tehsil status
to historic Ratanpur town
A declaration regarding the same was made during Jan-Chaupal

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Process for reservations of
mayoral seats of

municipal corporations,
chairpersons of municipal
councils and chairpersons of
Nagar Panchayats for state’s
Urban Bodies’ elections was
done at Shahid Smarak
Building on Wednesday.

In the meeting, among 13
municipal corporations of the
state, municipal corporations
of Raipur, Durg, Bilaspur,
Bhilai and Birgaon were
declared unreserved.

Ambikapur Municipal
Corporation was declared
reserved for Scheduled Tribe
(ST), Jagdalpur and Chirmiri
for Unreserved (Female),
Korba and Dhamtari for
Other Backward Class
(OBC), Rajnandgaon for
OBC (Female) and Bhilai-
Charoda for Schedule Caste
(SC).

Sources in Urban
Administration Department
informed that apart from
municipal corporations,

reservations were also done
for 43 municipal councils and
109 Nagar Panchayats across
the state.

Raipur, Durg and Bilaspur
mayoral seats unreserved
Process of reservation was done at a crucial

meeting in Shahid Smarak Building

STAFF REPORTER n
BIJAPUR

Ahardcore Naxal
carrying a reward of

Rs 8 lakh on his head,
surrendered in restive
Bijapur district on
Wednesday, an official
said.

Sudhir Korsa (31)
turned himself in before
Bijapur police citing his
disappointment with the
"hollow Maoist ideolo-
gy” and “violence being
committed by them",
Superintendent of Police
Divyang Patel said.

Korsa was active as a
platoon commander of
PLGA (People's
Liberation Guerrilla
Army) battalion No- 1.

He had joined the
outlawed CPI (Maoist)
in 2005 and since then,
he was instrumental in
carrying out a number of
deadly attacks on
security forces in south
Bastar and neighbouring
state of Odisha, official
informed.

Korsa was wanted in
as many as nine
incidents of Naxal
attacks on security

forces, including the
attack at Burkapal in
2017 and at Tadmetla in
2010, he said.

Constable Somdev
Arya, of the Commando
Battalion for Resolute
Action (CoBRA- a spe-
cialized unit of CRPF),
played a key role in his
surrender, Patel said.

Korsa was given an
'encouragement' amount
of Rs 10,000 and he will
be provided further
assistance as per the state
government's surrender
and rehabilitation policy,
the police official added.

Hardcore Naxal
carrying reward
surrenders in Bijapur STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel on
Wednesday assured the state

populace that the new Motor Vehicles
Act would be enforced in the state
only after contemplating its practical
aspect.

Talking to media persons during
Jan-Chaupal programme at his offi-
cial residence, the CM said legal
opinion had been sought to take a
practical step over enforcement of the
Act.

There is no intention of the state
government to create panic among
the vehicle owners of the state, he
said.

Stating that the new Act had been
introduced by the Union government
on Gujarat model, the CM further
reiterated that Law department of the

state was studying the legal provisions
to cut short the hefty fines.

“Though it is mandatory to
follow the Union government’s
instructions, we are contemplating on
the best possible possibility for the
citizens of state,” he added.

No intention to create panic
among vehicle owners: CM
Enforcement of New Motor Vehicle Act

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Divisional Railway Manager, Raipur
Kaushal Kishore and his wife Rekha

Kaushil dedicated the new BOOT model laun-
dry at Coaching Depot, Durg on Wednesday.

DRM Kaushal Kishore said Raipur
Division of South East Central Railway
(SECR) is aiming towards increasing passen-
ger comfort, providing cleaner bed rolls,
reducing passenger complaints related to
linens to achieve the overall goal of ensuring
cleanliness.

With this facility, he said there will be pro-
vision of fresher and cleaner linens using high
capacity machines. It will fulfill the need of

increasing linen demands in the trains.
Currently, Durg is able to provide nearly 1000
packets while rest of the supply was met from
Bilaspur. With new Laundry at Durg, it will be
able to supply nearly 4000 packets per day.

He said the automatic folding of linen will
save time thus increasing the productivity. It
will also reduce condemnation rate of linen
due to increased and better cleaning structure
and treatment of used water to reduce its
impact before sending to recycling plant.

The recycled water from linen wash will
be used for coach cleaning and other cleaning
activities of depot, thus reducing overall con-
sumption of water also.

DRM dedicates BOOT
model laundry at Durg

STAFF REPORTER n
RAIPUR

Raipur Collector and
Prescribed Authority Dr

S Bharatidasan informed
that for the upcoming
Raipur Municipal
Corporation, Municipal
Councils and Nagar
Panchayats elections, the
process of preparing ward-
wise reservation charts will
be done on September 26,
2019 from 12.00 pm at
Shahid Smarak Bhawan, GE
Road, Rajbandha maidan,
Raipur.

The Collector has
urged the people to be
present to witness the
reservation process. The
reservation processes of
wards have to be taken
place for Raipur Municipal

Corporation, Municipal
Council Arang, Gobra-

Navapara and Tilda-Nevra
and Nagar Panchayat Mana

Camp, Kurra, Kharora and
Abhanpur.

Ward reservation in Raipur
civic bodies on Sept 26

STAFF REPORTER n RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh State Power
Distribution Company

Managing Director Mohammad
Qaiser Abdulhaque said the
ground officers and staff should
make special efforts to improve
customer-related services and
reduce line losses.

The managing director was
holding review meeting of assis-
tant engineers working in urban
areas of the state. The ground
officials should also hold regular
drive for meter reading and
recovery of pending electricity
bill, he said.

He also suggested that
behavior of the officials towards

the customers should be normal
and the disconnecting power
supply for non-payment should
be ensured.

He said the sub divisional
level officers’ responsibility is
being fixed for ensuring
consumer and quality electricity
related services. There is also
need for establishment of better
coordination among the ground
officials. This will help to attend
the faults and complaints of
consumers at the earliest.

Abdulhaque also laid stress
on regular maintenance of
distribution system and
necessary steps taken to reduce
distribution losses.

Give priority to
consumer service,
reduce line loss: Haque
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The Delhi Cabinet on
Wednesday approved edu-

cation department’s proposal of
paying the CBSE examination
fees for Class X and XII students
of its schools, with this move the
Government will bear the
expenditure of �57 crore.

According to Delhi
Government, around 3.14 lakh
students are studying in
Government and aided schools
besides the ‘Patrachar vidyalaya’
will be benefited by the initia-
tive.

“The Cabinet in its meeting
chaired by the Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal approved the
Department of Education’s pro-
posal that the Delhi
Government will pay the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) examination
fees of class X and XII students
of Government, Government
aided schools, including taken
over schools and Patrachar
vidyalayas,” a senior
Government official said.

“The Cabinet decision will
benefit around three lakh four-
teen thousand students, at a cost
of around �57 crore to the
Government,” he added. 

The Government had
announced that it will pay the
fees following fee hike by the
CBSE notified last month. The
fees for the General Category
students for classes 10 and 12
were doubled from �750 to
�1,500 for five subjects.

The Scheduled Caste (SC)
and Scheduled Tribe (ST) stu-
dents who were paying �375

earlier will now pay �1,200 for
five subjects. In a special
arrangement for the national
Capital, the students were 
paying �50 only while the 
rest of the amount was paid by
the Delhi Government as sub-
sidy. 

“The amount will be direct-
ly paid to the CBSE and the stu-
dents will not have to take any
burden or wait for reimburse-
ments,” official said.

It may be noted that the
assessment of students of class-
es III to VIII and IX and XI is
being done through centralized
exams conducted by the
Directorate of Education (DoE)
in the form of midterm and
annual exams. 

The assessment of 
students of classes X and XII is
being done through Central
Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) by conducting annual
exams in the months of March-
April. 

According to a statement
issued by the Government “All
expenditure involved in conduct
of home exams on items like
printing of question papers,
answer sheets and other related
items is met by the Directorate
of Education under a scheme “
Examination Reforms Br for
quality improvement - S&M”
without passing the burden of
any expenditure to students.
However, examination fees
charged by the CBSE are borne
by students for classes X and
XII. Head of schools collect this
fee from students and remit to
CBSE usually during September
month.

����	�9�%�������
�1;�����<=!�����
�������������
��

����� 9�/��	C/��

The BJP leaders are using the
scrapping of the special

status of Jammu & Kashmir
and National Register of
Citizens (NRC) issue as a poll
plank in Haryana to divert the
attention from its failures,
Haryana Congress chief Selja
said on Wednesday.

She said in the last five
years, the BJP- led govern-
ment has failed to perform on
many fronts, claiming that
Congress would form the gov-
ernment in the state as the peo-
ple know that this is the party
which is the real alternative.

Addressing a news confer-
ence here,  she said that the
people will confront this gov-
ernment on real issues like ris-
ing crime against women, poor
law and order, economic slow-
down, unemployment, job loss,
farmers’ distress among others.
People will question them as
this government has failed to
perform on many fronts, she
said, adding the issues raised by
the Congress Party would res-
onate with people.

Accusing the Haryana gov-
ernment of non-performance,
the state Congress chief said
BJP can''t hide behind the
issues raked up in the Lok
Sabha polls. "Their mask is off.
Now, they cannot hide behind
the issues raked up during the
Lok Sabha polls. BJP will have

to answer to the people what
have they done for the past five
years.”

Sejla said that the Congress
party will raise the issues which
are concerned to people of the
State. There is lack of employ-
ment, farmers are in distress,
employees are on warpath,
traders are suffering, youth
and women are suffering, law
and order situation is bad, all
sections of society are affected
with their lopsided policies
and now economic slowdown
has dealt a double whammy,
the Congress leader said,
adding the BJP- led State gov-
ernment had done nothing
except making tall promises.

"Now, ahead of the elec-
tions, they have unleashed an
advertisement blitzkrieg, but
people are not going to believe
them now. They will oust them
in the next month''s elections,"
Selja said, claiming that people
know that the Congress was the
only alternative before them.
“In the recent weeks, we have
seen a change in mood," the
state Congress chief claimed.
When asked about factionalism
in the party, Selja asserted that
Congress workers are united
and will fight the elections as
a single unit.
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Addressing a separate press

conference, former CM and
Congress Legislative Party
leader (CLP) Bhupinder Singh
Hooda admitted that the party
leaders and workers were dis-
appointed after party’s debacle
in the parliamentary election
bu now they are united and
energetic.

"The atmosphere of the
state is completely against the
BJP government. We are now
together and form the
Congress government in the
State," he said.

Hooda said, “We have suc-
cessfully completed meeting
with party workers during
Congress Workers’ Conference
in six parliamentary seats in
Faridabad, Gurugram, Karnal,
Sonepat, Kuruksheta, Ambala.
In the next two days, such
meeting will be held in Hisar,
Fatehabad, Sirsa,
Mahendragarh, Rohtak, he
added. He claimed that party
leaders are united.

"Former CLP leader Kiran
Choudhary will also attend
the workers’ conference in
Mahendragarh. All the leaders
are working for the party in
their respective areas. All the
sitting MLAs will get ticket
from their respective con-
stituency", he added.  

Hooda said that there will
be no alliance with any politi-
cal party in the state. He
claimed that he never met with
BSP supremo Mayawati to get

an alliance with the party in the
State. "There is a direct fight
between Congress Party and
BJP. There is no political exis-
tence of any regional parties
like INLD, JJP," he added.

The senior Congress leader
said people from all sections of
society are dissatisfied with BJP
government. Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar should
carry out ‘Jan Pashyatap Yatra’
in place of 'Jan Ashirwad Yatra'.

Asked about BJP's claims
that it would win more than 75
of the 90 assembly seats, Hooda
replied, "It does not matter
whatever claims they make. But
people have made up their
mind to throw them out." The
issues in Lok Sabha polls and

Vidhan Sabha polls are differ-
ent. In the Vidhan Sabha elec-
tion, people will cast their
votes based on regional issues,

he said.
Hooda said that the

promises made at his
‘Parivartan rally’ in Rohtak

will be included in Congress
party manifesto for the elec-
tion. Four deputy chief minis-
ters, 75 per cent reservation in

jobs for Haryana’s residents,
free travel for women in road-
ways buses, free electricity upto
300 units, farm loan waiver,

increased monthly honorari-
ums and pensions among oth-
ers will be included in Congress
manifesto, he added.
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BJP working president,  JP
Nadda gave "victory

matra" to the State party work-
ers during his two day visit to
poll bound Haryana.

Nadda asked the party
workers to get in touch with
people through door to door
campaign and also called upon
the party workers to strength-
en their assigned booth on the
line of Lok Sabha elections
while Panna chief (voter’s list
in-charge) were asked to con-

tact all the voters in their
list. "With this, not only the
policies of BJP will reach to
the people but party work-
ers will get contact with
every voter of the State,"
Nadda told the workers.

On the first day,
Nadda interacted direct-
ly with the Shakti Kendra
palak and chiefs of vari-
ous districts Karnal,
Kurukshetra, Kaithal and
Panipat. He also
addressed the meeting of

Backward Classes at Radaur.
On the second day, Nadda
gave the mantra of victory to
the party workers of Sonepat,
Jhajjar and Rohtak and also
attended the meeting of
Scheduled Class at Kharkhoda
Grain Mandi.

Nadda praised Chief
Minister Manohar Lal

Khattar's government and also
called upon the party workers
to tell the common people
during door to door campaign
that the BJP has eradicated
regionalism from the state
and eliminated family rule.
Now qualified and educated
youth get jobs on the basis of
their merit and employees do

not have to travel to
Chandigarh for transfers but
are being transferred online
while sitting at their home.

BJP state president
Subhash Barala said that the
national working president
had energised the party work-
ers during his two-day visit to
Haryana.
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Shimla: Climate change has
literally brought under the
weather the �3,500-crore fruit
economy of Himachal
Pradesh.

Apple growers say their
business, which alone consti-
tutes 89 per cent of the total
fruit economy, is not as fruit-
ful as it used to be a decade
ago. Climate trends impact its
overall production.

Horticulture experts
though believe changes in pre-
cipitation patterns like fre-
quent extreme weather events
both in summer and winter
have overall impacted taste,
colour and texture of apples.

Also, fluctuation in tem-
peratures from December to
February, for example, have
been proponing flowering in

apple trees in spring and also
altering the timing of key
plant physiological events like
early bud break and full bloom
period.

If weather fluctuation con-
tinues to progress, there will be
changes in fruit's quality like
taste, colour and size and also
overall productivity and this
trend is currently noticeable in
orchards located at an altitude
of 1,500 metres, S.P. Bhardwaj,
a former joint director at the
Y.S. Parmar University of
Horticulture and Forestry, told
IANS.

The weather impact is
lesser for orchards in the
ranges located above 2,000
metres.

Himachal Pradesh is one
of India's major apple pro-

ducing regions, with more
than 90 per cent of the pro-
duce going to the domestic
market.

New low-chilling and early
maturing varieties are being
introduced in the lower-alti-
tude hills.

The other reasons for tak-
ing a toll on apple production
is ageing orchards.

Ramesh Chauhan, an
apple-grower in Kotkhai, 65
km from Shimla, said the rea-
son for large variation in crop
yield in recent years is the
weather.

"Sometimes there is a pro-
longed winter spell and some-
times a lack of adequate rain-
fall when the crop is ripening
(between May and June).
These fluctuations are almost

a regular feature now, leaving
an adverse impact on our
incomes," Chauhan said.

The fruit production was
4.06 lakh tonnes in 2018-19
(till December 2018) against
5.65 lakh tonne in 2017-18,
said Himachal Pradesh's eco-
nomic survey for 2018-19.

The apple production dur-
ing the same period was 3.60
lakh tonnes against 4.47 lakh
tonne in 2017-18, the normal
yield.

Farmers and trade insiders
say the overall apple produc-
tion in the state has been
erratic since 2010.

The apple yield in
Himachal Pradesh was at an
all-time high of 8.92 lakh
tonnes in 2010-11. Another
fruitful year till date was 2015-
16, with a production of 7.77
lakh tonne of apples.

About 3.7 crore boxes of
apples are being estimated in
the state this year.

A 2016 study, "Impact of
climate change on apple pro-
duction in India: A review', by
researchers of the Y.S. Parmar
University of Horticulture and
Forestry says 20 years ago
snowfall was a regular phe-
nomenon in Himachal
Pradesh.

Kullu is well known for
apple cultivation, but due to
inadequate snowfall  and
improper chilling hours it has
affected its cultivation.

The traditional apple
farming is under stress due to
changes in climate. 

Symptoms like earlier
blooming and harvest time are
already seen.

At mid hills apple scab and
at low hills pest attack on apple
crops are considered as the
indicators of climate change.

The study blames change
in land use practices to climate
change. In many areas the

land under apple farming was
replaced for production of
coarse grains, seasonal veg-
etables and other horticulture
species.

Development of low chill-
ing cultivars, crops tolerant to
high temperature and resistant
to pests and diseases judi-
cious management of land use
resources are the main strate-
gies to meet the climate chal-
lenges.

Sounding the alarm,
Harjeet Singh, ActionAid's
global lead on climate change,
told IANS: "Farmers in India
are facing some of the worst
impacts of erratic and extreme
weather patterns caused by cli-
mate change."

Studies have shown that
increased warming, hail
storms and unseasonal rains
and untimely snowfall lowered
the productivity and quality of
apple production in Himachal
Pradesh.

He said similar challenges
are faced by fruit growers
across the country, but their
issues are yet to get sufficient
attention from the scientific
community as well as policy-
makers.

"The government needs
to look into the current and
future trends of climate change
and devise a comprehensive
strategy to tackle weather
vagaries," Singh added.

Himachal Pradesh's apple
boom is credited to Samuel
Evans Stokes (later named
Satyanand Stokes),  an
American missionary who
first introduced the high-qual-
ity apples in the mid-altitude
hills in the second decade of
the previous century.

From a small orchard in
Kotgarh, Stokes promoted
apple cultivation in other areas
too, especially in upper Shimla
that currently alone accounts

for 80 per cent of state's total
apple production.

Before opting for apple
cultivation, the locals were
planting mainly wheat, maize
and pulses.

Currently, the Kotgarh-
Thanedar area is among those
with the highest per capita
income in Southeast Asia. The
locals have diversified the
apple crop by growing cher-
ries, apricots, almonds and
nectarines.

Besides Shimla, most of
the apple cultivation is con-
centrated in the districts of
Kullu, Mandi, Lahaul and
Spiti, Kinnaur and Chamba.

Surveys of the state
Horticulture Department
show the productivity of apple
ranges from six to 11.5 tonnes
per hectare in the state, in
comparison to 35 to 40 tonnes
per hectare in more advanced
countries.

The area under apple cul-
tivation in Himachal Pradesh
has increased from 3,025
hectares in 1960-61 to 112,500
hectares in 2017-18, which
constitutes more than 50 per
cent of the total area under
fruit cultivation.

To rejuvenate the apple
plantation and the long-term
development of the horticul-
ture sector, the $171.50 million
(Rs 1,134 crore) World Bank-
funded project is being imple-
mented in the state through
the Himachal Pradesh
Horticulture Development
Society.

Till date, the expenditure
of Rs 91.60 crore has been
incurred on various activi-
ties, Horticulture Minister
Mohinder Thakur informed
the Assembly in a written
reply on August 23.

The duration of the pro-
ject is seven years and will last
till 2022-23.
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Police on Wednesday
unearthed a syndicate
involved in printing fake visas

and forging passports. They
were printing forged travel
documents in a lab that they
have set in the national

Capital. Police have also
arrested seven members of the
syndicate and  have recovered
large number of documents,
passports, various Countries
arrival and departure stamps,
forged holograms and much
more from the possession of
the accused. 

According to Rajesh Deo,
the Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Crime Branch,
the agents involved in racket
have been identif ied as
Jitender Kumar Mandal, a
resident of Dhangarhi in
Nepal,  Pradeep Kumar
Kattamuri, a vagabond and
resident of Vishakhapatanam,
Andhra Pradesh, Vipin
Sharma, a resident of
Paharganj in Delhi. 

“While the mastermind
behind the syndicate has been
identified as Majeet and his
accomplice has been identi-
fied as Vijay Kumar, both res-
idents of  Vaishali in Uttar
Pradesh. Police have also
arrested two middlemen iden-
tified as Gagan Singh and
Asha Rani and the printer
identified as Jitender Kumar,”
said the DCP. 
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US President Donald Trump
on Wednesday named his

chief hostage negotiator Robert
O’Brien as the new National
Security Adviser to replace John
Bolton, who was fired last week.

O’Brien, who has been
serving as the special envoy for
hostage affairs at the
Department of State, has been
chosen for the role, Trump
tweeted.

“I am pleased to announce
that I will name Robert C.
O’Brien, currently serving as
the very successful Special
Presidential Envoy for Hostage
Affairs at the State Department,
as our new National Security
Advisor. 

“I have worked long &

hard with Robert. He will do a
great job!” he said.

In his role as special pres-
idential envoy for hostage
affairs, O’Brien works with
families of American hostages
and advises on related issues,
including recovery policies.

In choosing O’Brien to
replace Bolton, the president
tapped a longtime lawyer who
has impressed him with his
work to extricate Americans
detained by countries like
North Korea and Turkey, The
New York Times reported.

O’Brien would be Trump’s
fourth national security advis-
er of his presidency.

On Tuesday, the White
House said President Trump
has shortlisted five people for
the NSA’S position.
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Pakistani authorities on Wednesday ordered a
judicial probe within 30 days into the death

of a Hindu dental college student in Sindh
province after her family claimed that the girl was
murdered, according to a media report. 

Namrita Chandni, a final-year student of Bibi
Asifa Dental College in Larkana district and a
social activist, was found lying on a cot by her
friends on Monday with a rope tied to her neck.
Her room was locked from inside. 

Police is yet to ascertain whether the girl
committed suicide or was murdered.

The Sindh government on Wednesday asked
the sessions court of Larkana to hold a judicial
probe into the death of Chandni, the Dawn News
reported. 

“Section Officer Aijaz Ali Bhatti wrote a let-
ter to the district and sessions judge of Larkana,
requesting that a judicial inquiry be held in the
matter and submit a report to the home depart-
ment within 30 days so that further action can
be taken,” it said.
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The President of the 74th session of the UN
General Assembly, Tijjani Muhammad-

Bande, has said he would “collaborate and coor-
dinate” with the Security Council, and the UN
Secretariat to ensure that greater attention is paid
to prevention rather than reaction to full blown
conflict.

“I will also advocate for effective early detec-
tion and warning systems, as well as mediation,
negotiation and peaceful settlement of ongoing
conflicts,” Muhammad-Bande of Nigeria said in
his inaugural address as UN General Assembly
President on Tuesday. “I will work to engender
cooperation that will address drivers of conflicts
such as poverty, exclusion and illiteracy.”

He stressed that he would “collaborate and
coordinate” with the Security Council, and the
Secretariat “to ensure that greater attention is paid
to prevention rather than reaction to full blown
conflict.”

In June, the General Assembly elected
Muhammad Bande, Permanent Representative
of Nigeria, President of its 74th session. He served
as Vice-President of the Assembly’s 71st session
and was active in several other forums, includ-
ing as Chair of the Special Committee on
Peacekeeping Operations, member of the
Advisory Board of the UN Counter-Terrorism
Centre and Chair of the Economic Community
of West African States Group.
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Human Rights Watch has accused Brazil’s
President Jair Bolsonaro of giving a “green

light” to illegal loggers to destroy the Amazon and
failing to protect those defending the world’s
largest rain forest.

Bolsonaro, whose anti-environment rhetoric
and policies have been widely blamed for a spike
in fires and land clearing in the Amazon this year,
has promised to open up the remote region to
more development even as he faces growing inter-
national criticism.

Official figures show Amazon deforestation
nearly doubled in the first eight months of this
year, compared with the same period in 2018, to
6,404 square kilometers (2,472 square miles) --
more than twice the size of Luxembourg.

The acceleration in deforestation has been
blamed for the sharp increase in fires this year,
which official figures show have reached nearly
124,000, as land is cleared and burned to make
way for cattle grazing or crops. A decrease in pre-
cipitation and a recent heat wave together with
strong winds are also factors in the blazes.
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The United States has con-
cluded that an attack on

Saudi oil facilities was launched
from Iran, a US official said
Tuesday as Vice President Mike
Pence again warned that the US
military is “locked and loaded”
for a possible response.

The official, speaking to
AFP on condition of anonymi-
ty, said the strike involved cruise
missiles and that evidence
would be presented at the UN
General Assembly next week.

Pence announced that
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
was on his way to Saudi Arabia
to “discuss our response.” 

“As the president said, we
don’t want war with anybody
but the United States is pre-
pared,” Pence said in a speech
to the Heritage Foundation
think tank in Washington.

“We’re locked and loaded
and we’re ready to defend our
interests and allies in the region,
make no mistake about it,” he
said, echoing President Donald
Trump’s words on Monday.

The apparent hardening
of the US position came as
Iran’s supreme leader ruled
out negotiations with
Washington “at any level.” 

However, continuing days
of mixed messaging from the
White House, spokesman
Hogan Gidley refused to rule
out a possible -- albeit now
highly unlikely -- encounter
between Trump and Iranian
President Hassan Rouhani at
the United Nations next week.

Trump is “obligated to try
and find peace,” he said.
Yemen’s Iranian-backed Huthi
rebels claimed responsibility for
Saturday’s oil installation
attacks, which halved output
from the petro-state, the world’s
biggest crude producer and a
close ally of Washington.

The Houthis are at war
with Saudi-backed forces in
Yemen, turning the impover-
ished nation into a proxy bat-
tlefield for bitter regional rivals
Tehran and Riyadh.

The increasingly complex
conflict dovetails with the Trump
administration’s attempt to curb
Iranian power through a “max-
imum pressure” campaign of
crippling economic sanctions.

Trump began that cam-
paign after unilaterally pulling
out of a 2015 international
deal meant to reward Iran for
allowing restrictions on its
nuclear industry. He says that
Tehran is secretly cheating and

trying to build nuclear weapons
and must be stopped.

Supreme leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei said
Washington’s real goal was to
bring his country to its knees.

“The policy of ‘maximum
pressure’ against the Iranian
nation is worthless and all
Islamic Republic of Iran offi-
cials unanimously believe there
will be no negotiations with the
US at any level,” he said in a
televised address.

Khamenei also said that as
long as sanctions are in place,
direct talks are impossible,
including a meeting at the UN.

“Without this, no negotia-
tions will happen at any level
between the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s officials and the
Americans, not during the visit
to New York or any other
visit,” he said.

Whether the new stage of
the long-running US-Iranian
standoff leads to a shooting war

is the big unknown.
Saudi Arabia, which has

bought huge quantities of US
weaponry, is considered a
strategic ally in the region,
second to Israel, another bitter
foe of Iran.

Trump called off a retalia-
tory US missile attack on Iran in
June after the Iranians shot
down a spy drone. He said he
did not want to kill what gener-
als told him could be up to 150
people. He has indicated that he

may no longer feel that restraint.
“I’m not looking to get into

new conflict, but sometimes you
have to,” he said Monday. 

“That was a very large
attack, and it could be met by an
attack many, many times larger.” 

US Secretary of Defense
Mark Esper labelled Iran a
destabilizing force in the
region, but stopped short of
directly accusing Tehran over
the strikes. The US military, he
said, was working with its part-

ners to “address this unprece-
dented attack.” 

In Congress, Republican
Senator Mitt Romney told
reporters that the United States
should not be drawn into war. 

“Saudi Arabia is fully capa-
ble, with the weapons we’ve sold
them, to respond in a way they
think is appropriate,” he said.

Another Republican,
Senator John Thune, said that
if Iran were proven to be behind
the Saudi attack, that “crosses a

line that hasn’t been crossed
before and, yeah, I think it’d be
certainly appropriate for the US
and allies to respond.” 

The contested strikes hit
Abqaiq, the world’s largest oil
processing facility, and the
Khurais oil field in eastern Saudi
Arabia. Oil markets continued to
eye the situation carefully. Prices
receded five per cent on Tuesday,
reversing some of the previous
day’s gains as analysts said they
were expecting Saudi output to
recover sooner than expected
after the weekend’s attacks.

As aftershocks continued
to ripple across financial mar-
kets on Tuesday, energy spe-
cialists S&P Platt said around
three million barrels per day of
Saudi crude would remain
offline for at least a month.

Britain and Germany on
Tuesday urged the internation-
al community to forge a “col-
lective response” to the attacks.

French Foreign Minister
Jean-Yves Le Drian, visiting
Cairo, said it was “imperative
to put all our efforts together to
achieve this de-escalation”.

China condemned the
attacks and appealed to all
sides to “refrain from taking
actions that lead to an escala-
tion of tensions in the region.”
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Recent fires that have ravaged the
Amazon rainforest in Brazil have
not only generated sufficient heat
to light up the scene for a fresh
debate on development and envi-

ronment but are also responsible, to some
extent, for overheating the world of diploma-
cy, which was much evidenced at the G7 sum-
mit held in France last month. It is obvious
that major forest fires like the ones around the
Amazon rainforest and the Indonesian blaze
can no longer remain a localised affair. They
tend to assume international dimensions in
view of the overall impact on the environment
and in the long run, on climate change. The
temperature spikes in carbon sinks across the
world end up melting our glaciers.

The allegation that the fires had been lit
intentionally to make way for developmen-
tal projects being undertaken by the Brazilian
Government in collaboration with private
entrepreneurs may or may not be true but the
damage to the environment has already been
done. Imagine, Brazil was host to the earth
summit in 1992, where the concept of sus-
tainable development was initiated and a long
term strategy to deal with climate change was
formulated for the first time. 

Back home, we have similar problems in
our forested areas, except for those where rain-
fall is heavy and trees are able to retain suf-
ficient moisture. The coastal areas and forests
of the North-East as well as the Andamans
are a case in point. Fires in the forests of
Shivaliks and lower Himalayas are well-
known. In fact, they have become a regular
feature, except that they keep varying in inten-
sity. Experience shows that forest fires in hill
areas are more difficult to tackle due to the
problem of accessibility as is noticed in sev-
eral districts of Uttarakhand. 

The year 2016 almost created history,
both in the number of fires as well as their
spread with at least seven casualties being
reported. On account of a virtual absence
of winter rain, signs of a difficult impend-
ing summer were quite visible even in mid-
February during that time. During my jour-
ney from Dehradun to Nainital, while my
helicopter was overflying the forests of Tehri
and Pauri, a few isolated cases of smoke ris-
ing from deep inside the forests were visi-
ble. The absence of any rainfall through the
months of March and April, along with an
unusual rise in temperatures, compound-
ed the situation. 

Despite sufficient warning time being
available, necessary steps were not taken.
Mobilisation of volunteers and other person-
nel on the ground remained inadequate. By
the end of March, almost a crisis situation had
developed when the fires appeared to threat-
en settlements and peripheral areas of some
of the towns. By then, the State had come
under President’s Rule and as the then
Governor, containing the damage done to for-
est wealth besides saving life and property
became one of my top priorities. It was strange
to see that the forest department was neither

adequately prepared nor commit-
ted to fighting the fires. It was
considering them to be a normal
and an annual feature. 

Given the gravity of the sit-
uation, the State disaster response
force along with personnel from
the National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) in large numbers
were inducted into the operation.
Simultaneously, the police per-
sonnel, who were accompanied
by the district revenue authori-
ties, were also mobilised. As the
fires became more menacing
and life-threatening, the Indian
Air Force (IAF) was approached,
who with the personal interven-
tion of the then Air Chief
Marshal Arup Raha, responded
almost instantaneously. 

Choppers with Bambi buck-
ets were available at the Sarsawa
airbase, not far from Dehradun,
which flew to Pauri and Nainital
without any loss of time. They
were immediately opera-
tionalised with the lake at Nainital
and the reservoir at the Tehri
Dam providing adequate supply
of water. The only problem faced
was the supply of fuel for the
choppers as the tankers moved at
a very slow pace on the winding
hilly roads. The ordeal was final-
ly over after a few showers
towards the end of April, break-
ing one of the longest dry spells
of more than 50 days at a stretch.

While only a certain
amount of damage by fires can
be quantified, the adverse
impact on biodiversity and
ecosystem remains immense
and unquantifiable. Suffice to

say that huge volumes of carbon
dioxide so released lead to seri-
ous environmental impact. In
addition, nano-sized particles
from the smoke tend to settle on
snow-covered areas in the vicin-
ity, which is a separate field of
study in glaciology. It is, how-
ever, well-known that such
depositions and even a fraction-
al rise in temperatures lead to
erosion and consequent retrac-
tion of the glaciers. 

Two very important glaciers
in the vicinity of the fire impact-
ed area are Gangotri and Milan.
Both have extensively been stud-
ied by experts. Water from these
glaciers flows entirely into the
Gangetic river system. 

Almost 65 per cent of the
landmass in Uttarakhand is
under the cover of forests out of
which the Chirpine (pinus rox-
burghii) occupies about 20 per
cent of the area, which is about
four lakh hectares. Every year,
large quantities of dry pine nee-
dles fall on the ground. These are
very rich in oil, are highly inflam-
mable and constitute a major
source of fire hazard in the State.
The Uttarakhand Renewable
Energy Department Agency
(UREDA) has since launched a
scheme whereby pine needles are
collected by villagers, who are
paid on account of the weight of
their collection. The needles are
then used as fuel to generate
power. 

During the post-fire analy-
sis, one aspect that was men-
tioned very emphatically by
one and all was that the partic-

ipation of Van Panchayats had
almost been negligible. Earlier,
forest dwellers used to provide
volunteers, who would maintain
a strict vigil and help prevent
and extinguish the fires well in
time. After the introduction of
and sometimes over stringent
application of the Forest Rights
Act, traditional forest dwellers
from certain areas faced evic-
tion, leading to a sort of vacu-
um with none to look after the
vast tracts of forests. The official
departmental guards are either
too inadequate or permanent-
ly absent from duty. 

In some foreign countries,
like Australia and elsewhere,
spraying of fire retardants is not
uncommon when the fires
become life-threatening.
However, such sprays have not
been used in India. Nevertheless,
there is enough scope for techno-
logical innovations in this impor-
tant area that impacts the envi-
ronment. At one time, the
Uttarkhand Government had
sought to do away with the
chirpine plantation and resorted
to large scale afforestation
through oak and other hardy
trees. But this was dependent on
expert advice as it had serious
implications for both the soil
structure and the environment.
Considering their impact on the
environment as well as biodiver-
sity, vital decisions need to be
taken in the right earnest.

(The writer is a former
Governor of Uttarakhand and a
Senior Advisor at the Pranab
Mukherjee Foundation)�������	
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Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Farooq, now a threat” (September
18). That former Jammu &
Kashmir Chief Minister and
National Conference leader Farooq
Abdullah was booked under the
Public Safety Act (PSA) exposes
the true intention of the ruling
Government. Ever since it abrogat-
ed the Valley’s special status, there
has been a complete lockdown
there. More than 40 days have
passed but things have remained
the same. Instead of engaging
with the people or taking steps to
restore normalcy, the Government
is imposing laws that go against the
spirit of the Constitution. 

Farooq’s detention comes
close on the heels of MDMK
leader Vaiko moving a habeas cor-
pus petition in the Supreme
Court, seeking the J&K
Government to set him free. It
must also be remembered that
Farooq was already under house
arrest for more than 40 days, as
have two other former Chief
Ministers Mehbooba Mufti and
Omar Abdullah. If Abdullah’s
arrest was inevitable, the
Government must give appropri-
ate reasons for the same. It’s

beyond imagination that a very
senior politician and one of the
most prominent faces in the
country is being considered as a
threat to security.

Tharcius S Fernando
Chennai
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Sir — Responding to the call of
Greta Thunberg, the 16-year-old
Swedish climate activist, various
Indian cities, including Delhi,

Mumbai, Chennai, Bengaluru,
Kolkata, Kochi, Allahabad and
Calicut will be hosting “climate
strikes” between September 20
and September 27. Thousands of
students from across the nation
will skip schools to be part of the

“climate strike.”
Thunberg’s movement has

had its impact in India and the
country became a witness to
some of its first school strikes
with students demanding more
action from authorities regarding
global warming and climate
change. The May 24 climate
strike saw a great turnout in cities
like Mumbai, Bengaluru and
Delhi. Though skipping schools
and colleges won’t make a differ-
ence, certainly it can help create
awareness. 

However, the best way to
combat pollution, which has been
one of the most pressing environ-
mental threats to human health,
is to listen to Mahatma Gandhiji’s
message. The issues that the world
community is faced with today
were envisioned by him decades
ago. His idea of swaraj in terms of
clean air and water is more rele-
vant in our times than it was when
India was under foreign rule.
Most importantly, his suggestion
was that school and college stu-
dents must be educated about the
value of clean air. 

Srishti Mathur 
Ujjain
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The fire of humanity’s end has started to burn
the Amazon rainforests. Our hunger for
destruction of forests is older than the

Roman Empire’s greed for wood or Amazonian
farmers’ need for more land. In India, we are vic-
tims of rampant logging and deforestation, too.
The mighty Himalayas in Himachal Pradesh are
stripped for lumber and in the plains trees are
chopped to make way for real estate or farmland.
Badland use means degraded land of 26 million
hectares (ha) while excessive use of chemicals in
industrial agriculture is resulting in more fertile
tracts being destroyed each day. But time is up and,
“any wrong step towards Earth’s degradation by
anyone, any government around the world affects
each one of us.” This was made clear at the recent-
ly-concluded United Nations’ Convention to
Combat Desertification Conference of Parties
(UNCCD COP14) held in India.   

India tops the charts as “the most climate-
affected country of the world.” This means that
we may see temperatures hitting 55 °C, agricul-
ture production failing and water wars in the next
decade. We need to swerve towards healing the
Earth and adopt realistic policies to address envi-
ronmental degradation with a mass mitigation
movement, otherwise climate change will destroy
India.  And city dwellers can’t do it alone. India
needs its farmers to save not just the country but
perhaps, the world. And this time cultivators need
help from our policy-makers too.

India is well stocked in cereals and is in fact
heading towards over-production in rice and
wheat, which is destabilising market prices and
not allowing for farming of other crops. The cul-
prit is the state policy of the limited scope of the
Minimum Support Price (MSP) scheme.  The
Government needs to extend MSP beyond wheat
and rice, and given the newer challenges of water
scarcity and climate chaos, we need to innovate
to expand the scope of farmers’ support system.
A direct way is to include more crops under MSP,
but the other can be to introduce relaxations to
land ceilings as advised by the Economic Survey
of India. This can be strictly done for growers who
are willing to devote over 80 per cent of their land
to orchards, agro-forestry using ecological prac-
tices like inter-cropping, natural composting
and so on. The Government needs to come out
in support of cultivators who can become the van-
guard of India’s climate mitigation campaign. We
need a policy, which incentivises carbon seques-
tration by growers and Farmer Producers’
Organisations  (FPOs) using carbon credits
matched by water efficiency scores.  Carbon
sequestration is the process by which carbon diox-
ide (CO2 ) from the atmosphere is absorbed by
trees, plants and crops through photosynthesis and
stored as carbon in biomass such as tree trunks,
branches, foliage, roots and soils. 

We don’t need all of the Indian farmland for
cereal production and should promote orchards
and agro-forestry, which are good for the culti-
vators and the Earth. As per a study conducted
by the Environmental Defence Fund (EDF) in
India, methane and nitrous oxide emissions
from rice farms could have the same long-term
warming impact as about 600 coal plants.
Compare this to a research on mango orchards
by ICAR-NICRA (Indian Council of Agricultural
Research- National Initiative on Climate Resilient

Agriculture) published in 2019. The
study stated that the, “country as a whole
has sequestered 285.005 million tonnes
of carbon in its mango orchards. Andhra
Pradesh (AP) and Telangana put togeth-
er, having a maximum area under
mango cultivation, sequestered 69.98
million tonnes of carbon. This is fol-
lowed by Uttar Pradesh (35.58 million
tonnes) Karnataka (29.57315 million
tonnes), Odisha (21.07 million tonnes)
and Bihar (20.09. million tonnes).”

This figure can grow if agro-ecolog-
ical practices such as inter-cropping with
pulses, other fruit trees, organic com-
posting and fertilisers are used.  Most
degraded land can also be used for
orchards, hence adding incomes for the
farmers/FPOS and helping store more
carbon in the soil.

In Ladakh, Nubra Valley produced
about 4,650 metric tonnes (MT) of apri-
cot, apple, walnut, mulberry, grape and
plum and sequestered 22,300 MT of car-
bon. The cultivation of such temperate
fruits can be used for carbon sequestra-
tion and rejuvenating degraded land,
cold-arid regions by improving Soil
Organic Carbon (SOC) contents and
bringing more prosperity to farmers.

After achieving food sovereignty, we
should diversify and not only meet cli-
mate targets, by planting trees and
agro-forestry, we save water, clean the air
and bring higher economic returns for
farmers. To free the land to heal and
repair the Earth, we have to address the
issue of degraded areas. The burden of
cereal production has been rapacious for
bio-diversity. We need to rejuvenate bio-
diversity of the hinterland, especially
along the Gangetic plains and river
plains of the south with trees. Let the big-
ger farmers grow forests, so the small
and medium cultivators can grow cere-
als, lentils and oilseeds. Once the bigger

farmers shift out of cereal production,
small growers can get better prices for
their produce through the Government
and grain traders. FPOs can play a very
big role in this.

Take for example Lucknow or
Kanpur, both of which are high on the
air pollution index. The State
Government can identify clusters of
degraded or wastelands and convert
them exclusively into agro-forests or
mixed orchards. If a cluster decides to
use agro-ecological methods of farming,
it should be incentivised by allowing
each individual farmer to own more
than the prescribed limit in the Land
Ceiling Act of UP.

Instead of the Government bearing
all burden of degraded land restoration,
through policy decisions facilitate farm-
ers/FPOs to buy it. The Government can
assist by providing region-wise bio-
diversity-based plans. Inter-cropping,
natural composting, organic farming
should be encouraged within the
orchards and agro-forests.    

Farmers/FPOs should be exempted
from the Land Ceiling Act if they pur-
chase degraded land and bring 90 per
cent of it under tree cover/orchards
based on local biodiversity in the next
two or three years. This should be over
and above the land ceiling limits with-
in State laws. This would ensure that the
project is economically viable and
reduces the pressure on the land and the
Government. State laws can be amend-
ed to include this new category of farm-
lands and a limit should be imposed to
ensure that they stay under tree cover for
the next 60 years.

The next step would be to create a
national kisan carbon credit programme,
linking it to the global carbon credit sys-
tem. Then FPOs/clusters can earn car-
bon credits for the country. This will also

encourage developed nations and pro-
gressive states like California to make an
investment into rural communities
directly. Global companies too could buy
carbon credits to reduce their emissions.
The farmers will earn more and we clean
the air of surrounding cities while earn-
ing investments straight into rural and
semi-rural India.

If land ceilings are relaxed for
renewable energy projects, why not for
climate mitigation through bio-diversi-
ty?  Indian farmers, much like the solar
industrialists, are fighting climate
change; they only differ in their
approach. One uses shiny solar panels
while the cultivators are armed with their
saplings and seeds. They should be given
every opportunity to contribute to
India’s climate mitigation because the
threat is very real and affects the farm-
ers and rural India more. We need inte-
gration of old wisdom and new farming
technologies. 

The size of the land-holding is too
small and is ever-shrinking, while the
degradation and depletion of land fer-
tility are at an all-time high. We have to
free the land and free the farmers to help
restore the ecosystem.  Days of bullock
carts are long gone, we need to embrace
technology and steer it for the protec-
tion of the Earth and our nation. 

We need to embrace new science
and the forest together, to save our civil-
isation from the negative effects of cli-
mate change. Reconnect with the Earth
and act now unitedly for the benefit of
our Vasudeva kutumbakam (global fam-
ily) or else as best articulated by James
Baldwin, “Instead of ending the world
with water, God will end it with fire next
time.”

(The writer is Programme Director
for Policy and Outreach at the National
Seed Association of India)
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The ship-breaking business in
India is booming as many
nations across the world have

completely banned dismantling of
vessels on their soil, owing to pub-
lic pressure over environmental con-
cerns. However, the ship-breaking
business in India is gaining notori-
ety thanks largely to the anti-environ-
mental policies followed at the yards
and the tremendous health risks
involved.

A recent Dutch documentary has
highlighted how environmental and
safety norms are being flouted in
Gujarat’s Alang ship-breaking yard.
The documentary titled, ‘Het gifschip
van SBM’ was aired on Zembla, a
Dutch television documentary pro-

gramme on September 12, 2019. The
documentary shows how the Dutch
company, SBM Offshore, concealed
that a gas tanker it owned, which was
to be scrapped in Alang, was conta-
minated with mercury. SBM
Offshore provides floating produc-
tion solutions to the offshore ener-
gy industry.

Many ships are contaminated
with mercury, especially the ones
converted to Floating Storage and
Offloading (FSO) vessels. Stationed
at gas fields, these vessels accumulate
high levels of mercury, which gets
attached to the steel walls of the
tanker. In addition, mercury also
contaminates ballast water. Some
studies show that its presence is as
high as 300 points per million (PPM)
of mercury in 4,500 tonnes of ballast
water. Furthermore the pipes and
steel body hold an average of 1,40,000
PPM mercury, that is released into
the air during the dismantling
process. This puts labourers and
technical staff at risk as mercury
exposure can damage the central ner-
vous system, kidney and cause liver
impairment, reproductive and devel-

opment disorders, defects in foetus-
es and learning deficits. Yet in spite
of these conditions, the ships keep
arriving at these yards and breaking
continues round-the-clock. How
these workers protect themselves
against the health threats and what
the Indian Government will do to
take care of its people and the envi-
ronment is anybody’s guess.

The work at the yards is largely
still being done by hand. As such the
risks and exposures attached to the
business by way of accidents and
chemical reactions are very high.
This raises a pertinent question as to
how the Government has not fully
automated the breaking process as
the heavy industry technology has
made major progress over the last

few decades. Big industrial corpora-
tions like Hitachi, Siemens and
Hyundai specialise in heavy indus-
try machinery. So why is the ship-
breaking industry still hand driven?
The Government must step in and
increase automation at these yards.
Not only will this benefit the work-
ers, it will also be easy to adhere to
international ship-breaking guide-
lines. 

Further, public awareness about
this business and its impact on peo-
ple’s health and the environment is
low. This needs to change because
with awareness comes safety. 

The Government, which is
always on the back foot on this sub-
ject as it’s a business fraught with
risks, can use technology as a way out
of this conundrum.

It can begin an online portal,
which deals with scrapping of any
harmful object, be it as small as white
goods and e-waste to as large as ships.
The portal, under different heads,
can give information and live feed of
the various dismantling and waste
processing facilities. This informa-
tion will bring transparency on

adherence to norms concerning
health and environment safeguards.
This will also earn the Government
the respect of the common man.

While the ship-breaking business
has been the focus of many research-
es and studies, the lot of the people
on the ground and the immediate
environment, whether it is the sea or
the ambient air quality, has more or
less remained unchanged. With such
glaring examples of pollution in
front of us, it seems that the author-
ities in India, both executive and
judicial, seem to have trained their
guns elsewhere and on smaller
sources of pollution. This seems par-
ticularly true when one examines the
fact that ship-breaking possibly is the
only activity that has the dubious
capability of polluting the air, sea
water and harming human health all
in one go and under one activity. 

Surely this cannot be ignored
and allowed to continue as it has
thrived long enough and consumed
enough human lives and environ-
mental assets.

(The writer is an environmental
journalist)
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Against the backdrop of a
raging controversy over

his ‘one nation, one language’
proposition, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on
Wednesday sought to put the
issue to rest saying he never
asked for imposing Hindi over
other regional languages and
had only requested for learning
Hindi as the second language
after one’s mother tongue.

“I myself come from a
non-Hindi State of Gujarat. If
some people want to do poli-
tics, it’s their choice,” he said.
Parties, mostly from Tamil
Nadu, have vociferously
opposed Shah’s pitch.

Hours after Shah clarified,
DMK president M K Stalin said
the party’s proposed protest on
September 20 on the issue has
been postponed.

Citing Shah’s assertion that
he has never asked for imposi-

tion of Hindi anywhere in the
country, Stalin said the protest
slated for September 20 has
been postponed temporarily.
The DMK chief said Shah has
also opined that his view had
been “wrongly understood”

Speaking at an event in
Ranchi, Jharkhand, Shah said
he has never asked for imposi-
tion of Hindi anywhere in the
country but advocated its use
as the second language. Shah
said he has been repeatedly
pitching for strengthening
regional languages.

The Home Minister said to
end the confusion, people
should listen to his speech
carefully where he repeatedly
said Indian languages should

be strengthened and people
should realise the necessity of
the Indian languages.

“A child can perform, a
child’s proper mental growth is
possible only when the child
studies in mother tongue.
Mother tongue does not mean
Hindi. It is the language of a
particular State, like Gujarati in
my State. But there should be
one language in the country, if
someone wants to learn anoth-
er language, it should be Hindi.
I have just made the request. I
have failed to understand what
is wrong in that,” he said.

Shah had created a flutter
on the occasion of ‘Hindi-
Diwas’ last week as he pitched
for ‘one nation, one language’

while espousing the cause of
Hindi, which he said, was spo-
ken the most in the 
country, and can become
India’s identity globally and
unite the nation.

Shah’s pitch on ‘Hindi
Diwas’ was instantly opposed,
mostly by the Dravidian and
southern political parties like
DMK, AIADMK and AMIM
besides the Congress,
Trinamool Congress and the
CPI, with the common refrain
being that any move for impo-
sition of Hindi would disinte-
grate the country and its pro-
motion should not be at the
cost of the mother tongue or
native language.

������ )�/;/C�/:

Avideo doing the rounds
on social media since

Tuesday shows a man standing
on a pillar of New Yamuna
Bridge in Prayagraj. He
climbed with the Indian flag
and refused to get down unless
ISRO manages to ‘recover’ the
Vikram lander.

The man has been identified
as Rajnikant. Although he claims
to be a namesake of the Tamil
superstar, his action-packed
drama did not quite manage to
achieve the impossible.

Vikram is still believed to
be out there, somewhere on the
lunar surface.

The man has been identi-
fied as a native of Manda in
Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh,
according to an “indiatoday.in”
report. He climbed up on
Monday night.

It’s been 11 days now that
ISRO’s prestigious moon mis-
sion went awry, when the space
research organisation lost con-
tact with Vikram lander of
Chandrayaan 2 owing to a
last-minute snag that devel-
oped after the operation went
off smoothly all along.

On September 7, Vikram,
while on its descent to soft land

on the Moon’s south polar
region, apparently lost control
and crash-landed there, snap-
ping the communication links.
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Even as the Central Bureau of
Investigation roped in more

officials from Uttar Pradesh
and Delhi to “locate and fetch
un-communicable and un-
connectable” former Kolkata
Police Commissioner Rajeev
Kumar the senior IPS officer on
Wednesday moved the Alipore
district court with a petition
seeking to be heard before
passing any order relating to a
non-bailable arrest warrant.

The CBI reportedly was
preparing to move the court
seeking a non-bailable warrant
against Kumar who is cur-
rently the Additional Director
General of CID.

The former Kolkata top
cop continued to remain under-

ground even as a desperate
posse of CBI sleuths tired to
locate his whereabouts. 

Sources said a team of 12
officers including two SPs and
an Additional SP from UP and
Delhi had arrived at Kolkata to
assist fetching Kumar who

remained “un-communicable
and un-connectable” for the
fifth day on Wednesday since the
Calcutta High Court removed
his shield against arrest.

Kumar was earlier sum-
moned by the CBI to report-
edly interrogate him regarding
his role in the investigation of
the multi-crore Sharada chit

fund scam as the head of the
Special Investigating Team con-
stituted by the State
Government in 2013, months
before the Supreme Court
handed over the case to the CBI
following allegations that SIT
was tampering with evidence
and mishandling the case
allegedly to protect the influ-
ential people.

Earlier on Tuesday the
Barasat district court had trans-
ferred the case to Alipore cit-
ing lack of jurisdiction. The
Barasat court which is con-
ducting the trial of the chit
fund case heard petitions for
non-bailable warrant of CBI
and that of anticipatory bail of
Rajeev umar before refusing to
pass any order and sending it
to the Alipore ACJM’s Court.
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The Pakistan Rangers on
Wednesday again targeted

Border out Oosts (BoPs) along
the International Border in
Kathua district.

The Rangers fired from
small arms on BoPs in Rajbagh
area in the wee hours of
Wednesday.

BSF troops  retaliated the
fire in equal measure.

According to official
sources, “no loss of life and
damage to property was report-
ed from anywhere in the for-
ward area”.

This is the second consec-
utive day that Pakistan Rangers
have resorted to firing on BoPs
along the IB  across 
Jammu frontier.

Local reports suggested,
Pakistani rangers were raising
objections to ongoing devel-
opmental works in the forward
villages and desperately trying
to target the workers engaged
in the work on ground zero.

Meanwhile, situation along
the line of control remained
peaceful with no fresh
exchange of firing reported

from any one of the twin 
bordering districts of Rajouri
and Poonch.

According to ground
reports, jawans of the Indian
army defused nine mortar
shells fired by the Pakistan
army from across the Line of
Control (LoC) while targeting
civilian areas.

Nine mortar shells of 120
mm and 81 mm have been
safely defused in the Balakote,
Sandote and Basoni forward
areas in the Mendhar sector,
the officials said.

In another related devel-
opment, a video clip surfaced
on the social media on
Wednesday which clearly indi-
cated presence of elite com-
mandos  of Pakistan  army
helping infiltrators sneak inside
the Indian territory along LoC
in Poonch sector.
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Ahead of the week-long trip
of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi to the United
States from September 21 to
September 27, the situation in
Jammu & Kashmir is showing
signs of partial improvement.
In the recent days, no major
incident of law and order situ-
ation was reported from any-
where across Kashmir Valley.  

The security restrictions
too have been lifted from most
parts of Srinagar to allow
smooth movement of local
residents.  Large number of pri-
vate vehicles can be seen mov-
ing around in different parts of
Srinagar and other district
headquarters  while public
transport continue to remain
off from the streets. 

Major market places
remain open for few hours
between 6 to 9.00 am in
Srinagar but as the day pro-
gresses the shopkeepers down
their shutters but remain pre-
sent in the area. Majority of
schools, despite remaining
open, continue to wait for the
children to occupy their class

rooms and board school buses.
At present,the security per-
sonnel remain deployed only in
certain areas to prevent any
untoward incident.

Director General of Police,
Dilbagh Singh, told reporters
on the sidelines of a function in
Police headquarters Jammu on
Wednesday, “after receiving
reports related to militants
threatening businessmen
against opening their shops,
patrolling has been intensified
and various other measures ini-
tiated to instil confidence
among locals.

DGP said, policemen are
conscious of these threats and
over the past month, a couple
of terrorists were neutralised
and over two dozen others,
including their sympathisers,
arrested in the Valley. He said

the people have not responded
to the Pakistani propaganda
and foiled Islamabad’s designs
to create unrest.

Another major worry
among the local residents
remain suspension of mobile
and internet services.

While landline telephony
services have been restored
across the Valley, mobile tele-
phone services in most parts of
Kashmir and all internet ser-
vices continue to remain sus-
pended since 5 August.

The Government offices
have been made operational
but recording thin attendance
owning to absence of public
transport facilities.

Referring to the issue of
militants threatening
orchardists, shopkeepers and
setting a car ablaze in north

Kashmir’s Baramulla district on
Tuesday, the top cop said, “Two
militants, who burnt down a
car after beating its driver in
Sopore yesterday, have been
identified as Sajjad and
Muzaffar of the Lashker-e-
Toiba (LeT). We will take care
of them very soon.”  Strong
security measures have been
put in place to foil any ill
design being organised by
Pakistan across the border,
and with public support all
forces are working tireless for
peace in Jammu & Kashmir.  

Meanwhile,the authorities
didn’t allow the Chairman of All
Parties Hurriyat Conference
(APHC), Syed Ali Gilani, to
address a press conference at his
residence in Srinagar, on
Wednesday. Due to suspension
of communications means, Syed
Ali Gilani had dispatched letters
to local journalists, asking them
to attend the press conference.
As media men started trickling
in policemen deployed there
barred them from moving
towards his residence. Police
cited imposition of Section 144
in the area and requested jour-
nalists to disperse.
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Two teachers on Wednesday
survived a suicide attempt

at Mantralaya (State
Secretariat) in south Mumbai
on Wednesday, as they leaped
from the second floor of the
state secretariat directly onto
the safety net erected to prevent
frequent suicides. The two
teachers attempted to commit
suicide, to demand recognition
for 300 schools for specially-
abled children in the State.

Identifying the two as
Hemant Patil and Arun Netore,
who attempted suicide, police
said they were teachers in a
school for the handicapped
Akkalkot taluka of Solapur
district. After the incident,
police took the two teachers to
a nearby police station.

A delegation of teachers
had come to meet ministers
concerned to Press for the
acceptance of their demand.
However, the delegation could
not meet the Ministers con-
cerned. Upset with their failure
to voice their demand with the
ministers concerned, two teach-
ers leaped from a second floor
window of the State Secretariat
only onto fall onto the safety net
put up at the Secretariat to pre-
vent recurring suicides.

Wednesday’s suicide
attempt was foiled because of
the presence of a safety nylon
net that the State Government
had put up in the lobby of
Mantralaya in February last
year to ensure safety landing for
persons taking a plunge from
the terrace of  the State
Secretariat in south Mumbai.
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The anti-Hindi agitation in
Tamil Nadu received a

major boost on Wednesday
with film actor Rajinikanth,
who is expected to launch a
political party soon, declaring
that the move to ‘impose’ Hindi
would not work in the State.

Amidst reports that all
political parties barring the
BJP would launch State-wide
agitations against the state-
ment made by union home
minister Amit Shah on Hindi
Diwas that Hindi was the only
language which could unite
India, Rajinikanth who is con-
sidered close to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said that
though it was good to have a
common language  for the
development and unity of the
country, the same may not
work in Tamil Nadu. “If  Hindi
is imposed, none of the south-
ern States would accept it,” said

the actor.   
In another development,

the Tamil Nadu Congress
Committee decided to ‘greet’
Home Minister Amit Shah
with black flags as a mark of
protest against the latter’s
statement that Hindi was the
only language which could
unite India. The Home
Minister would be the second
person after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to be shown
black flags by the DMK and

other Tamil fringe elements.   
The executive committee

of the TNCC which met at
Chennai on Tuesday  decided
to ‘greet’ the Home Minister
with black flags when he visits
the State. This was stated by K
S Alagiri, the TNCC chief who
is a loyalist of former union
finance minister and Congress
strongman P Chidambaram.

“Amit Shah’s statement is
against the legal guarantee and
protection provided by for-

mer Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru to languages other than
Hindi,” said Alagiri while
speaking to reporters after the
meeting.  On Wednesday, the
Congress cadre staged march-
es all over the State to condemn
the home minister’s statement.
But a speech delivered  by
Chidambaram on the occasion
of Hindi Diwas while he was
the union home minister has
comeas an embarrassment to
the Congress. Chidambaram is
heard telling in the 
speech that only Hindi could be
the national and official lan-
guage of the country.

“These are all part of pol-
itics and one need not give any
importance to such statements
and agitations. In another cou-
ple of days, this issue would be
forgotten by the people as well
as the same leaders,” said a
senior TNCC leader when
asked about  the statement by
Chidambaram  which has gone
viral in the social media.
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Vociferous protests by oppo-
sition parties and activists

in Karnataka made the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
government give primacy to
Kannada after its national pres-
ident Amit Shah favoured
Hindi as one language 
across the country that 
sparked a controversy in the
southern State.

“All official languages,

including Kannada and Hindi
are equal. In Karnataka, as
Kannada is the principle lan-
guage, we will never compro-
mise on its importance. We are
committed to promoting it
(Kannada),” said Chief Minister
BS Yediyurappa in a series of
tweets in Kannada and English,
clarifying the party’s and
Government’s views on the
language row.

Celebrating September 14
as the Hindi Diwas, Shah had

tweeted and reiterated at a
function later in New Delhi
that “India is a nation of many
languages and every language
has its own importance. But it
is absolutely necessary to have
one language for the country,
which becomes India’s identi-
ty globally. If there is any one
language that connects the
entire nation in a 
common thread of unity, it is
Hindi, which is spoken the
maximum.”
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Bengaluru: ISRO has
expressed gratitude to Indians
in the country and abroad for
the support it received after the
space agency lost contact with
the lander of Chandrayaan-2,
minutes before touchdown on
the Moon recently.

The space agency had got
support from the entire nation,
despite it losing communica-
tion with the lander ‘Vikram’
ahead of the touchdown on
September 7, with people from
all walks of life praising ISRO
and its scientists for the
achievement.

“Thank you for standing by
us. We will continue to keep
going forward  propelled by the
hopes and dreams of Indians
across the world!” ISRO tweet-
ed on Tuesday. PTI
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Lucknow: Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Wednesday directed officials in
Allahabad and Varanasi districts to remain vig-
ilant as the water levels in Ganga and Yamuna
rivers neared the danger mark.

Heavy rain over the past few days have
caused the rivers to swell. A senior official said
authorities in Allahabad and Varanasi have been
asked to make all necessary arrangements to deal
with the situation and flood ‘chowkis’, to mon-
itor the water levels in the rivers, have been acti-
vated.

A report from Banda district said continued
rainfall in the Bundelkhand region and release of
water in Yamuna had led to flooding in many
areas in Hamirpur, Banda and Chitrakoot districts.

Yamuna, Ken and Betwa rivers are in spate
and several acres of agricultural land has been
submerged, it said. Banda District Magistrate
Hiralal said incessant rains over the past four
days have hit normal life, with water entering vil-
lages and damaging roads.

People of the affected areas are being shift-
ed to safer places in boats, he said. Adityanath
had conducted an aerial survey of the flood-
affected areas in Ballia on Tuesday and distrib-
uted relief material. PTI
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Vijayawada: An eight-month-
old boy was kidnapped as his
parents allegedly failed to repay
the debt, at Atkuru village in
Krishna district, Andhra
Pradesh, on Wednesday.

Parents of the boy
approached the Atkuru police
and lodged a complaint stating
that miscreant had demanded
that they repay the entire debt
amount in exchange for the
release of the boy. They further
stated that they were asked to
meet him at Jaipur in Rajasthan
with the amount. However, they
did not mention the amount of
debt they owe the kidnapper. A
case was registered. PNS
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The student who has levelled
rape charges against Swami

Chinmayanand threatened self-
immolation on Wednesday if
he is not arrested even as the
BJP leader was admitted to a
local hospital complaining of
uneasiness.

“Even two days after I
recorded my statement before
a magistrate, Chinmayanand
has not been arrested. If the
government is waiting for me
to die, I will sprinkle kerosene
on my body and immolate
myself,” the student told

reporters here.
The Special Investigation

Team (SIT) probing her alle-
gations had on Monday taken
the woman before Judicial
Magistrate Geetika Singh to
record her statement.

The same day, doctors were
called at Chinmayanand’s
home when he complained of
loose motions, weakness and

uneasiness. When asked about
the progress in the SIT probe
led by him, Inspector General-
rank IPS officer Naveen Arora
said it has to complete the
investigation by September 23
and submit a report in the
Allahabad High Court.

“No arrest has so far been
made,” he said, answering a
question. He said all angles in

the case are being probed, and
a mobile phone and a pen drive
sent for forensic examination.

The woman’s father
claimed that the SIT, set up on
the orders of the Supreme
Court, has not told him why an
FIR has not been registered
against Chinmayanand fol-
lowing the rape complaint filed
by her. “We will consult our
lawyers on this,” he said.

Police had earlier registered
a case of abduction and crim-
inal intimidation on a com-
plaint initially lodged by the
father. Late, student accused the
BJP leader of rape and “physi-
cal exploitation” over a year.

Chinmayanand, 72, was
admitted at a state-run hospi-
tal on Wednesday following
medical advice.

“After his condition
became bad, he was shifted to
the medical college hospital

and admitted in ward number
8,” Chief Medical
Superintendent Dr MP
Gangwar said.

He said a team of doctors
was being set up to keep him
under observation as he com-
plained of uneasiness, weakness
and loose motions. He has
also complained of fluctuating
blood sugar levels.

Earlier, the SIT has ques-
tioned the principals and staff
members at two colleges where
the woman has studied in
recent years.

The student had on
Saturday given a pen drive con-
taining 43 videos to the SIT to
back her accusation against
Chinmayanand, whose lawyer
has alleged an extortion attempt.

The SIT has examined 
her hostel room and
Chinmayanand’s home to col-
lect evidence.

Jaipur: After Andhra Pradesh,
the Ashok Gehlot Government
in Rajasthan is also planning to
grant 75 per cent reservations
for locals in private sector jobs.

The Gehlot Government is
contemplating providing job
reservations for people of the
state in big industries who
have been given certain bene-
fits by the State Government in
terms of financial package.

Also, projects running
under pubic private partner-
ship and small industries will
employ the local residents
under the scheme, confirmed
official sources.

Speaking in this context,
State Industries Minister Parsadi
Lal Meena said that “when
other States are doing the same,
why can’t we take a decision for
the benefit of our youth.”

“In Gujarat, Maharashtra
and West Bengal, the competi-

tive exams have one paper in
local language which benefits the
local residents. Here, we never
discriminate among people on
basis of where they have come,
but at the same time, we are also
planning to provide reservations
in private sector to benefit our
youth. However, the final deci-
sion shall be taken after discus-
sion with other members.”

A high-level meeting has
been called at the secretariat on
September 19 to discuss the
issue. The representatives of
industries have also been called
for the meeting. IANS
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Rooting for bestowing
Bharat Ratna on Veer

Damodar Savarkar posthu-
mously, Shiv Sena president
Uddhav Thackeray has said
that Pakistan would not have
come into existence, had
Savarkar been the Prime
Minister of India.

Launching a biography in
English titled “Savarkar: Echoes
From A Forgotten Past” at the
Swatantraveer Savarkar
Rashtriya Smarak at Shivaji
Park on Tuesday evening,
Uddhav said, “Savarkar
deserves to be honoured with
Bharat Ratna in recognition of
his sacrifices to the country”.

“Today it is the both birth-
day of (my grandfather)
Prabhodhankar Thackeray and
liberation day of Marathwada
region. It was late Vallabhbhai
Patel who liberated Marathwada
from the Nizam rule. We call
Vallabhbhai Patel as the iron
man. Kashmir would not have
become an issue as it is today,
had he been the Prime Minister.
Similarly, Pakistan would not
have come into existence, had
Veer Savarkar been the Prime
Minister of India,” Uddhav said.   

“Savarkar is an ideology.
The Congress may have treat-
ed Savarkar like an enemy but
it would not finish the 
ideology named Savarkar,”
Uddhav added.

“Savarkar must be award-
ed the Bharat Ratna for the sac-
rifices made by him to the
country.  We don’t deny the
work done by (Mahatma)
Gandhi and (first PM
Jawaharlal) Nehru, but the
country saw more than two
families being born on the

political scene,” he said.
“Savarkar suffered an

unbearable ordeal inside the
Andaman prison for securing
freedom to the country. But the
period after he was released
from the prison in 1924 was
more intolerable for Savarkar.
He was ostracised and disal-
lowed to participating in free-
dom struggle. He was restrict-
ed to one place. Still he had
engaged himself in the activi-
ty of eliminating untouchabil-
ity in the society,” the Sena
president said.

“They say Nehru also
underwent imprisonment dur-
ing freedom struggle. I  would
have called Nehru as ‘Veer
Jawaharlal Nehru’, had sur-
vived jail for 14 minutes of the
imprisonment of the kind
Savarkar underwent in
Andaman prison (where
Savarkar stayed for 14 long
years),” Uddhav said.

Maintaining that it was his
fortune that he was releasing a
biography of Savarkar, Uddhav
said: “Veer Savarkar was a role
model in the history of armed
revolution in the country. I can-
not describe him in few words,”
Uddhv said.

Dwelling upon his book,
author of the book Vikram
Sampath said that “Savarkar:
Echoes From A Forgotten Past”
was the first of two volumes
and covered the period
between 1883 to 1924, from
Savarkar’s birth at Bhagur in
Nashik district to his days as a
firebrand student leader in
Pune’s Fergusson College, as
well as his fight for freedom
that ended in a life sentence in
the infamous Cellular Jail.
Savarkar was conditionally
released from jail in 1924.
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Bengal Opposition parties
on Wednesday raised a hue

a cry doubting the “real agen-
da” of the meeting between
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Moments after Banerjee
emerged from the parley claim-
ing it was a “Government-to-
Government meeting and not
a political one” which was held
congenially Congress Lok
Sabha leader Adhir
Chowdhury wondered “why
such Government-to-
Government meeting did not
take place at Mamata Banerjee’s
initiative on earlier occasions
when she was invited to join
the Niti Aayog or Chief
Ministers’ meeting in Delhi.

“The timing of the meeting
itself evokes suspicion,”
Chowdhury said wondering
“why if it was a Government-
to-Government meeting and
not a political one as claimed
by her then no senior
Government official was pre-

sent during the conversations.”
To Banerjee’s claim that she

would also seek appointment
from Home Minister Amit Shah
for a one-on-one talks with
him Chowdhury wondered
whether Wednesday’s meeting
was fruitful in the real sense.

“After meeting with the
Prime Minister she will meet the
Home Minister too. Then are
we to assume that the Prime

Minister has redirected her to
the Home Minister? Are we to
assume that the agenda of talks
that she is claiming pegged
around something else? Was it
related to the stepped up activ-
ities of the CBI against former
Kolkata Police Commissioner
Rajeev Kumar whose state-
ments could be crucial for pin-
ning down some big person in
her Government?” he said.

Left Legislature Party
leader and CPI(M) central
committee member Sujan
Chakrabarty too aired his
doubts about the “real content
of the talks” even as he said “the
propriety of things demands
senior officers to remain pre-
sent in such meetings with all
kinds of data if at all the Chief
Minister goes to a see the
Prime Minister with demands
of her Government.”

More than “20 lakh people
have been affected by the
Sharada, Rose Valley and other
chit funs scams that went a dis-
tance in catapulting the
Trinamool Congress to power
in Bengal. 

Lucknow: A police constable is
under fire for having posted Tik-
Tok videos of himself in uniform.
Two videos of Sub-Inspector
Mohammad Arif, who is posted
at a police station in Lucknow,
are going viral on social media.
The cop in one video is seen
dubsmashing dialogue, “Yeh
police station hai, tumhare baap
ka ghar nahi. Jab tak baithne ko
na kaha jaaye khade raho (This
is a police station, not your
father’s house. Don’t sit till you
are asked to).” IANS

Muzaffarnagar: BJP MLA
Vikram Singh Saini, who rep-
resents the Khatauli Assembly
seat, has made an outrageous
statement on India’s first Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru,
calling him “aiyaash” (immoral
or philanderer).

He added Nehru divided
the country after being fooled
by the British.

The BJP lawmaker, known
for his controversial statements,
said that the Nehru-Gandhi
family was “aiyaash”.

He commented on former
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi’s
marriage with Sonia Gandhi in
Italy and added that “the whole
family has been indulging in
such activities.”

The BJP legislator also
shared a snapshot of an old
photograph of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi with other
world leaders on Facebook. In
the grab, Norway Prime
Minister Erna Solberg appears
to be looking at Modi. IANS

New Delhi: The National
Investigation Agency (NIA) has
registered its first human traf-
ficking case under recently-
approved NIA Act against three
people for their alleged involve-
ment in the trafficking and sex-
ually exploitation of Bangladeshi
women, an official said on
Wednesday. Mohammad Yousuf
Khan, his wife Bithi Begum and
Sojib, native of West Bengal liv-
ing in Hyderabad, were arrest-
ed in April by Hyderabad police
for trafficking and sexually
exploiting Bangladeshi women,
he said. Yousuf and Bithi were
running a prostitution racket at
a premises in Uppuguda,
Hyderabad, he said. PTI
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With the Government
looking to ban single-use

plastic, Indian industry has
suggested to follow a structured
approach on the move and
sought exemption for certain
items.

"CII (Confederation of
Indian Industry) supports the
phase-out of single-use plastics
in a structured manner. In
addition, the priority items of
single-use plastics identified
for the phase-out need to be
decided through an inclusive
consultative process," industry
body CII said in a 'draft note on
single-use plastic'.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had suggested the control
on the use of plastics while
addressing the CoP
(Conference of Parties) to the
United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification
(UNCCD) here.

In his speech on August 15,
Modi urged people to shun sin-

gle-use plastic and encouraged
usage of jute and cloth bags to
protect the environment.

In the draft note, the
chamber suggested that certain
items may not be considered
for immediate action.

Certain items include plas-
tic or MLP (multi-layered plas-
tic) packaging which is integral
to manufacturing or packaging
process or such plastic which is
either made of recycled mate-
rial or is completely recyclable.

It also sought exemption
for plastic/MLP packaging
which does not have any tech-
no-commercially proven sus-
tainable alternative.

It has suggested that plas-
tic packaging/bottles used for
pharma/health products, with
capacities of lesser than 200 ml,
designed to offer required dose

of medicine/health supplement
thereby minimising potential
contamination should not be
banned.

To follow a structured
approach, it has recommended
prioritising single-use plastic
items; identifying policy/vol-
untary actions to address the
priority single-use plastics;
awareness creation to make it
a public movement against
these plastics; promotion of
alternatives; and adequate
monitoring and policy review.

The chamber has suggest-
ed for a baseline assessment to
identify the single-use plastics
with substantial impact on nat-
ural environment, along with
the current causes, extent and
impacts of their mismanage-
ment.

"Targeted set of incentives
needs to be identified in order
to promote alternatives to sin-
gle-use plastics," the note said.

In line with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's call to put an
end to single-use plastic,
Environment Secretary C K
Mishra on Wednesday said the
ministry has issued guidelines
to states and union territories
in the past and has been urg-
ing them to take the necessary
steps to curb the use of single-
use plastic.
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In a bid to corporatise social
security agencies, the

Government on Wednesday
released a draft code that seeks
to revamp the structure of
EPFO and ESIC, which would
get  CEOs for the first time.

The draft provides for
change in the constitution of
Employee Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) and
Employees State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC), saying the
two bodies would be "body
corporate".

At present, EPFO and ESIC
work more like autonomous
bodies run by trustees and
board, respectively under the
administrative control of
Ministry of Labour &
Employment. Both bodies were
created by an Act of Parliament.  

Besides, it has been a
precedent that the labour min-
ister is appointed as chairman
of EPFO central broad of
trustees as well as ESIC board.
Most of the time, the labour
secretary has been vice-chair-
man of EPFO as well as ESIC
in the absence of Minister of
State for Labour. 

The draft code provides

that the Centre would appoint
chairman and vice chairman of
the two bodies. Thus, the
appointees could be other than
the labour minister and labour
secretary.

The draft code also pro-
vides for appointment of CEOs
for the first time, who would be
executive heads of EPFO and
ESIC. At present, a Central
Provident Fund Commissioner
and Director General run
EPFO and ESIC, respectively.
Now, CEOs can be appointed
from Indian Administrative
Service as well as other services
after consultation with the
Union Public Service
Commission. 

Ministry of Labour &
Employment has circulated a
draft of the Code on Social
Security, 2019 and sought
stakeholder and public com-
ments  till October 25. 
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The Government is doing
everything possible to turn

around the Indian economy
and bring it back to a high tra-
jectory growth path, Niti Aagoy
CEO Amitabh Kant said on
Wednesday.

"If you look at the last five
years, India's growth on an
average was of about 7.5 per
cent....The growth story has
dipped to 5 per cent in the first
quarter of the fiscal year 2019-
20. Both the RBI and the gov-
ernment of India are active on
this.

"We need to think what
kind of innovation we need to
undertake to attain a high tra-
jectory growth," Kant said
while delivering keynote
address on 'Fostering a Culture
of Innovation' at an All India
Management Association event
here.

Whereas the Reserve Bank
has brought down the repo rate
by 110 basis points, the gov-
ernment took a series of mea-
sures and gave three econom-
ic boosters, he said, adding it
will continue to do so.

"The government is active,
the fundamentals of  Indian
economy is intact and we will

continue to do whatever it
required to take india back to
high trajectory growth rate,"
Kant said.

The CEO also said that
there are several measures in
the offing to boost the Indian
economy and there will be
more public sector asset mon-
etisation as well as disinvest-
ment.

Kant also said that there
will be more reforms in the
mining and coal sector. 

"The government is active,
the fundamentals of Indian
economy is intact and we will
continue to do whatever it
requires to take India back to
high trajectory growth rate. To
my mind we will do everything
possible," he said. 
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Telecom regulator Trai on
Wednesday invited public

views to review the January 1,
2020 deadline for service
providers to end interconnect
usage charges.

A telecom operator pays
for connecting calls of its sub-
scribers to the company on
whose network a call is made.
Currently, an operator is
required to pay 6 paise per
minute as mobile call termi-
nation charges, called inter-
connect usage charges (IUC),
which is proposed to be made
nil from January 1, 2020.

Telecom operators with
large number of subscribers
gain from IUC as most of the
calls are made within their
network while net payout for
service providers with lower
subscriber base is higher.

At present, Reliance Jio
leads mobile market with 339.7

million subscribers followed by
Bharti Airtel with 328 million
customers. Vodafone Idea in
July reported decline in cus-
tomer base to 320 million in
the first quarter of 2019-20.
BSNL has mobile customer
base of 116 million. 

The Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai) said it
has seen rapid adoption of
modern technology in the
country's mobile networks
since the time it lowered ICU
from 14 paise to 6 
paise from October 1, 2017
onwards. 

"Though the imbalance in
the inter-operator off-net traf-
fic is reducing over a period, it
still exists," Trai said.

The regulator said it has
proposed a bill and keep (BAK)
regime in which no operator
raises bill for IUC, after
analysing that the regime will
reduce the inter-operator off-
net traffic imbalance.
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Ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to

the US, a bipartisan group of 44
influential lawmakers has
urged the Trump administra-
tion to reinstate India's desig-
nation as a beneficiary devel-
oping nation under the key
GSP trade programme as part
of a potential trade deal
between the two countries.

The Trump administra-
tion terminated India's desig-
nation as a beneficiary devel-
oping nation under the
Generalized System of
Preferences (GSP) on June 5.

The GSP is the largest and
oldest US trade preference pro-
gramme and is designed to
promote economic develop-
ment by allowing duty-free
entry for thousands of products
from designated beneficiary
countries.

In a letter to US Trade

Representative Robert
Lighthizer, the House of
Representatives members sug-
gested an "early harvest"
approach that "would ensure
that long-sought market access
gains for US industries are not
held up by negotiations over
remaining issues".

US President Donald
Trump and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will meet on
September 22 in Houston and
the two sides hope to announce
a potential deal on longstand-
ing trade issues, including the
GSP, a media report said.
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Petrol and diesel prices were
on Wednesday hiked by

24-25 paise per litre, the steep-
est increase since July 5 Union
Budget, as a fallout of turmoil
in global oil markets following
drone attacks on Saudi Arabian
crude oil facilities.

Petrol price was increased
by 25 paise per litre to Rs 72.42
and diesel by 24 paise to Rs
65.82 in the Delhi market,
which is sort of a national
benchmark, according to price
information available from
state-owned fuel retailers.

This is the biggest single-
day hike since the July 5 Budget
of Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman that raised rates by
almost Rs 2.50 a litre due to an
increase in excise duty on the
fuels.

The hike on Wednesday
followed a 14 paise a litre
increase in price of petrol on
Tuesday and 15 paise per litre
rise in diesel rate.

Following the drone strikes
on Saturday, international oil
prices rallied nearly 20 per cent
on Monday in intraday trading
-- the biggest jump in almost 30
years -- as the attacks halved
Saudi Arabia's output. 

Rates have in subsequent
two days retreated, conceding
about half of the gains. Brent
crude future on Wednesday
dipped 0.26 per cent to USD
64.38 per barrel after jumping
to near USD 72 in reaction to
the disruption. US West Texas
Intermediate (WTI) crude lost
0.5 per cent to USD 59.06 per
barrel.

This came after signs that
Saudi Arabia was quickly

restoring production at Abqaiq
facility. Abqaiq is now pro-
cessing about 2 million barrels
a day and should return to pre-
attack levels of about 4.9 mil-
lion barrels by the end of
September, Saudi Aramco chief
executive Amin Nasser said.

Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman has
reportedly stated that two-
thirds of production has been
restored and the kingdom sees
a full recovery in 10 days.

Oil Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan on Tuesday said India,
the world's third-largest oil
consumer, is keeping a close
watch on the developing situ-
ation.

India imports 83 per cent
of its oil needs, with Saudi
Arabia supplying a fifth of
these. Saudi Arabia is its sec-
ond-biggest supplier after Iraq.
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Mother Dairy, a leading
milk supplier in Delhi-

NCR, on Wednesday said it will
recycle 832 tonnes of plastic by
March next year as part of its
efforts to protect environment.

"To tackle with the bur-
geoning menace of post-con-
sumer plastic waste, Mother
Dairy debuted its plastic waste
collection and recycling initia-
tive in Maharashtra in June
2018 by rolling out the
Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) pro-
gramme," it said in a statement.

Mother Dairy, with the help
of a Producer Responsibility
Organisation, has collected and
recycled around 1,073 tonnes of
plastic waste till May 2019.
This quantity includes around
183 tonnes of multi-layered
packaging  and 890 tonnes of
non-multi-layered packaging.

The company said it is
implementing 100 EPR in
Maharashtra and now wants to
replicate the success of EPR by
spearheading the programme
on a pan-India basis.
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The Department for
Promotion of Industry and

Internal Trade (DPIIT) on
Wednesday notified the recent
decisions to relax foreign direct
investment (FDI) norms in
sectors such as 
coal mining, contract manu-
facturing, and single-brand
retail trading.

The DPIIT, under the com-
merce and industry ministry,
deals with FDI-related issues. It
notifies FDI-related govern-
ment decisions through Press
Notes.

The department has also
notified the decision to allow
26 per cent FDI in digital
media, a move over which cer-
tain industry and experts have
raised issues.
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Ahead of the crucial GST
Council meeting on Friday,

a committee of officials has
rejected demands for a cut in
tax rate on items ranging from
biscuits to car owing to tight
revenue position as any reduc-
tion will dent Centre and State
collections.

The Council's Fitment
Committee which comprises
revenue officials of both Centre
and States has looked into the
demands for 
reduction in GST rate on auto-
mobiles to beat the slowdown
in the sector for the past three
quarters.

Automobile industry has
long been demanding reduc-
tion in Goods and Services Tax
(GST) rate from the present 28
per cent to 18 per cent.

However, the Committee
was of the view that the rate cut
would hurt the collection as
auto sales contribute almost Rs
50,000-60,000 crore to the total
GST kitty.
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Maharashtra Tourism
Development Corporation

(MTDC) on Wednesday said it
has upgraded 23 of its resorts in
the state with an investment of
around Rs 1 crore to encourage
tourists and promote tourist
destinations.

"The revamping of 23
resorts in the state took around
six months and was done in a
budget of around Rs 1 crore,"

MTDC managing director
Abhimanyu Kale told PTI here.

He said, there is a surge in
the number of visitors including
locals, travellers from other states
as well as from foreign tourists,
who are keen to visit the various
destinations across Maharashtra.

"MTDC puts a lot of impe-
tus to manage and improve the
infrastructure to meet global
standards and hence we have
taken the initiative to upgrade
these properties. 
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Economic slowdown has
impacted coal import cargo

in the first half of this fiscal, as
overall cargo growth at major
ports registered a marginal
growth of 1.9 per cent to 294
million tonnes, rating agency
Icra said on Wednesday.

Healthy volume growth in
container, crude and iron ore
segments was offset by the
decline in coal and some other
bulk cargo volumes, it said.

"The volume growth at
major ports has been impact-
ed by 4 per cent fall in coal vol-
umes - 63.6 MT vs 66.3 MT -
and some decline in fertiliser
and liquid volumes," Icra said
in a statement.

Coal volumes at major
ports grew 11 per cent in
FY2019.

"The decline in imports is
despite the fact that Coal India
Ltd's dispatches have also fall-
en by 3 per cent during this
period to 247 MT from 241
MT. Thus, the slowdown in
coal imports is most likely
attributable to the economic
slowdown in recent months
which has brought down the
overall demand and is likely to
impact the domestic port sec-
tor," K Ravichandran, Senior
Vice President and Group
Head — Corporate Ratings,
Icra said.
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Holders Liverpool began
their defence of the
Champions League tro-

phy with a defeat against Napoli
on Tuesday, while one missed
spot-kick condemned Chelsea
to defeat against Valencia and
another came to Barcelona’s res-
cue.

Liverpool survived a 1-0
defeat in Naples in the group stage
last season to go on and win their
sixth European Cup, and this time
a 2-0 reverse at the San Paolo
made them the first reigning
champions to lose their opening
game in the competition since
1994.

Both sides had chances in the
Group E clash before the hosts
won a late penalty with barely 10
minutes remaining when Jose
Callejon went down under an
Andy Robertson challenge.

Dries Mertens beat Adrian
from 12 yards and substitute
Fernando Llorente — who played
for Tottenham Hotspur against
Liverpool in last season’s final —
then took advantage of a rare
defensive lapse by Virgil van
Dijk to make it 2-0 in stoppage
time.

HAT-TRICK HERO HAALAND
Liverpool must now bounce

back in two weeks when they host
Austrian champions Salzburg,
who made a stunning return to
the group stage as teenage for-
ward Erling Braut Haaland net-
ted a hat-trick in a 6-2 demolition
of Genk.

Salzburg had fallen in the
qualifying rounds in the last
seven campaigns but finally pro-
gressed this season to the group
stage for the first time since
1994-95.

Haaland, the teenage English-
born Norwegian striker whose
father Alf-Inge played for
Manchester City, gave Salzburg a
second-minute lead and netted
twice more before half-time.

Aged just 19 years and 58
days, Haaland is the third-
youngest player to score a
Champions League hat-trick
behind Wayne Rooney and Raul.

The South Korean Hwang
Hee-Chan and Dominik
Szoboszlai also struck before the
break for Salzburg, while captain
Andreas Ulmer completed the
rout in the second half.

Jhon Lucumi and Tanzanian
striker Mbwana Samatta scored
for the Belgian champions.

Last season’s Europa League
winners Chelsea ensured it was
two defeats out of two on the
night for English sides as they lost
1-0 at home to Valencia.

The Spaniards scored in the
74th minute when a Dani Parejo

free-kick was converted by
Rodrigo Moreno. Chelsea were
given a chance to rescue a draw
when Daniel Wass was penalised
for handball in the box, but Ross
Barkley’s 87th-minute penalty
hit the bar and went over.

AJAX IMPRESS
Also in Group H, last sea-

son’s semi-finalists Ajax claimed
an impressive 3-0 home win
over Lille with two of their
newest signings among the
goals.

Quincy Promes headed the
Dutch champions in front and
the Mexican Edson Alvarez
doubled their lead early in the
second half before Nicolas
Tagliafico sealed the win.

After a patchy start to the
season, Barcelona will be
relieved to escape from their trip
to Borussia Dortmund with a 0-
0 draw as Lionel Messi returned
from injury as a second-half
substitute.

The home side will feel
they should have won, but
Marco Reus had a second-half
penalty saved before Julian
Brandt hit the bar late on.

“We played brilliantly in the
second half, and it feels a bit like
we have lost two points,” Mats
Hummels told Sky.

Those two appear well placed
already to progress from Group
F after Inter Milan needed a stop-
page-time Nicolo Barella goal to
rescue a 1-1 draw against rank
outsiders Slavia Prague.

Nigerian forward Peter
Olayinka put Slavia ahead in the
63rd minute, only for Barella to
level in the second minute of stop-
page time after a Stefano Sensi
free-kick hit the bar.

In Group G, RB Leipzig won
2-1 at Benfica with Timo Werner
bagging a brace before Haris
Seferovic pulled one back.

Earlier, Memphis Depay’s
penalty gave Lyon a 1-1 draw at
home to Zenit Saint-Petersburg
after Iranian striker Sardar
Azmoun opened the scoring.
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Indian wrestling had a lot to
celebrate on Wednesday as

Vinesh Phogat secured Tokyo
Olympics qualification and
won a Bronze, while Pooja
Dhanda put herself one win
away from her second medal
at the World Championships.

Having endured a medal-
less run in three World
Championships before,
Vinesh finally ended the
drought by pinning wrestler
Maria Prevolaraki by fall in the
Bronze-medal bout.

“It is my first World
Championship medal and it is
a big thing to win a medal at
the Worlds,” Vinesh told
reporters.

“I had changed my weight
category and in just 10
months, I got this medal. It is
a thing of great happiness for
me. It is the biggest medal of
my career till now.”

She is only the fifth Indian
woman wrestler to win a
Worlds medal after Alka
Tomar (2006), Geeta Phogat

(2012), Babita Phogat
(2012) and Pooja
Dhanda (2018).

Earlier in the day,
she had held off world
number one Sarah
Ann Hildebrandt with
some superlative
defense in her second
repechage round to qualify for
the 2020 Olympics.

Vinesh is now one of

India’s most successful
wrestlers with Gold
medals at the
C o m m o n w e a l t h
Games and the Asian
Games, already in her
cupboard.

Adding to the ela-
tion of the Indian camp was a
gritty show by Pooja in the
59kg, a non-Olympic catego-
ry. Pooja reached the semifi-

nals with a remarkable come-
from-behind 11-8 win over
Japan’s Yuzuka Inagaki before
losing the semifinal by techni-
cal superiority to Russia’s
Liubov Ovcharova, the 2017
European champion.

She will now fight for her
second Bronze medal at the
Worlds, having won one in
57kg at the 2018 Budapest edi-
tion.

Pooja can now become
the first female wrestler and
only second Indian to win two
World medals. Only Bajrang
Punia has achieved the feat.
He won a Bronze in 2013 and
a Silver in 2018.

Seema Bisla though
missed Olympic qualification
in the 50kg after losing her
second repechage round 3-11
to Russia’s Ekaterina
Poleshchuk.

Much was expected from
Sarita Mor after her shock vic-
tory over Pooja Dhanda in the
trials but she was far from her
usual aggressive self.

In the 76kg, Kiran had rat-
tled her German opponent
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India were assured of an
unprecedented two medals at

the World Men’s Boxing
Championships after Amit
Panghal (52kg) and Manish
Kaushik (63kg) entered the semi-
finals of the marquee event with
impressive victories here on
Wednesday.

While Asian Games and
championship Gold-medallist
Panghal defeated Filipino Carlo
Paalam 4-1, Commonwealth
Games Silver-medallist Kaushik
got the better of Brazil’s
Wanderson de Oliveira 5-0.

Both the boxers sealed their
maiden world medals.

Before this year, India had
never won more than one Bronze
medal in a single edition of the
world championship.

The overall medal count for
the country stood at four Bronze
medals claimed by Vijender Singh
(2009), Vikas Krishan (2011),
Shiva Thapa (2015) and Gaurav
Bidhuri (2017).

However, Sanjeet (91kg), a
former India Open Gold-medal-
list, and fifth seed and Asian
Silver-winner Kavinder Singh
Bisht (57kg) bowed out after los-
ing their respective quarterfinals.

While Sanjeet went down 1-
4 to Ecuador’s seventh-seeded
Julio Castillo Torres, a Pan-
American Games Silver-medallist,
Bisht was beaten by the reigning
Commonwealth Games champi-
on Peter McGrail of England 0-5.

The second-seeded Panghal,
who had earlier defeated Paalam
in the Asian Games semifinals last
year, wasn’t off to the best of starts
and was trailing Paalam at the end
of the opening round.

But the Army man from
Rohtak didn’t take long to get his
act together and become the more
aggressive one in the next two
rounds.

In the last-four stage, the
Haryana-pugilist will be up against
Kazakhstan’s Saken Bibossinov,
who stunned Armenia’s European
Gold-medallist and sixth seed
Artur Hovhannisyan in his quar-
terfinal showdown.

“He is a southpaw and has a
long reach, I will work out a strat-
egy for him,” the 23-year-old
Panghal said.

While next up for Kaushik is
Cuban top seed Andy Gomez
Cruz, who out-punched Russia’s
eighth-seeded Ilia Popov.

Cruz was the light welter-
weight (64kg) category Gold-
medallist in the 2017 edition.
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Manchester United and
last year’s finalists

Arsenal headline an
English trio that also fea-
tures Europa League new-
comers Wolves while
record five-time champi-
ons Sevilla figure to be
among the primary con-
tenders as the group stage
begins today.

Scottish rivals
Celtic and Rangers
face testing paths to
the knockout
rounds as bitter
foes Roma and
Lazio bid to end
Italy’s two-decade wait for
the title.

Porto, PSV Eindhoven
and Feyenoord are the
other former European
Cup winners in a compe-
tition that will welcome the
eight third-place finishers
from the Champions
League groups for the
knockout phase.

United, Europa
League winners in 2017,
will host Astana in Group
L as Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s
side face opponents from
Kazakhstan for the first
time in club history.

They will expected to
progress with relative ease
from a group that also
includes Partizan Belgrade
and former finalists AZ
Alkmaar of the
Netherlands.

Unai Emery’s Arsenal
return to the competition

after last season’s 4-1 defeat
by Chelsea in the final in
Baku.

The Gunners visit
Eintracht Frankfurt to kick
off their campaign, with
10-time Belgian champi-
ons Standard Liege and
Portugal’s Vitoria
Guimaraes also in Group
F.

Wolves, in their first
European campaign since

1980, will meet
Portuguese club
Braga in their
opening game at
Molineux.

Scottish cham-
pions Celtic travel

to French Cup holders
Rennes in Group E, with
Italian Cup holders Lazio
and CFR Cluj, the
Romanian side to whom
they lost in Champions
League qualifying, com-
pleting a tricky section.

Steven Gerrard’s
Rangers are at home to
Jaap Stam’s Feyenoord and
will do well to navigate a
group with Porto and
Young Boys.

Roma will take on
Istanbul Basaksehir in their
first game while
Moenchengladbach host
Austria’s Wolfsberg.

Austria boast two rep-
resentatives with LASK
Linz among the six debu-
tants — alongside
Espanyol, Wolves,
Wolfsberg, Olexandriya
and Ferencvaros — in the
tournament.
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—Jurgen Klopp (Liverpool manager)
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—Carlo Ancelotti (Napoli manager)
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—Erling Braut Haaland 
(Salzburg striker)

—Quincy Promes  (Ajax forward)

—Marco Reus 
(Borussia Dortmund captain)

—Antonio Conte (Inter Milan coach)

—Marc Andre Ter Stegen 
(Barcelona goalkeeper)

—Frank Lampard (Chelsea manager)
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HIMA DAS RULED OUT OF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
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PANT, SAINI NAMED IN DELHI SQUAD
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� � � ����� ��� ��#���#��� ����#�  �� ���� @&2���+��� �����(� ���� 
�*��#����#�+����$2��#���+����������������������������� ���������(����
��� ���� 1 B��� ��=���� .��$���� ����� �(� �$���+��� E6%� ���� � ������ ��� �
���$� (����������$�� �(�#����(� ����1 #��+�����#� �� ���>$����#�����
+��������$�������� ���+����� ��+����������� � � ����������%�� � ������ �
���� �������*��#���������.������������� ���>$����#����+����� ��+����������
+������ $���� ��� ���� ��� ����� ���2#��� ����$ ���� $�� �� ��� �$�� �(
+�������� �����������������$��#���������������������*��#%

FEDEX, POTRO TO PLAY IN BUENOS AIRES
Paris: ��(���3�#�������#�:����,��� ��#���)���������� ���������������
��>��������������������  �B�������������#�.���#��������� ���$������
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MOODY NAMED AS COACH OF OVAL TEAM
London: 3������/������ �����2����#���.���,��#����#���(���#�����#
9�$�� �������# ��C�������������+�����$$� ���#�������#�����������
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Aline Rotter Focken to lead 4-0
but lost five points in a row in
the second period to lose the
opening bout 4-5.

She paid the price for being
over-defensive. Since the

German lost her semifinal,
Kiran’s campaign is over.

Navjot Kaur was also oust-
ed from 65kg after losing her
opening bout to Alis Manolova,
who later lost her semifinal.
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Reigning world champion
and title favourite P V

Sindhu sailed into the pre-
quarterfinals with a convinc-
ing straight-game win over
former Olympic Gold-medal-
list Li Xuerui at the China
Open Super 1000 tournament
here on Wednesday.

India’s top shuttler Sindhu
beat China’s Li Xuerui 21-18
21-12 in just 34 minutes to set
up a clash with Thailand’s
Pornpawee Chochuwong.

Replicating her world
championship form, the
Olympic Silver-medallist pro-
duced another strong perfor-
mance to get the better of the
currently 20th-ranked
Chinese, who entered the
match with a 3-3 record
against the Indian.

Men’s singles players, Sai
Praneeth and Parupall i
Kashyap also progressed to
the second round after notch-
ing up contrasting opening-
round wins.

Commonwealth Games
bronze medallists Ashwini

Ponnappa and N Sikki Reddy
too  found a place in the pre-
quarterfinals after crossing
the opening hurdle.

However, Saina made an
early exit after losing to
Thailand’s Busanan
Ongbamrungphan in the
women's singles.

The London Olympics
bronze-medallist lost 10-21

17-21 at the hands of the
World No.19
Ongbamrungphan in a match
that lasted for 44 minutes at
the Olympic Sports Center
Xincheng Gymnasium.

It was the former world
number one’s second succes-
sive loss to the Thai player.

The 29-year-old Saina has
struggled for form following

her recovery from injuries.
The Indian started her

season with a win at the
Indonesia Masters but has
failed to reach another final
on the BWF circuit so far.

In men’s singles, world
championships bronze medal-
list Praneeth had to battle for
an hour and 12 minutes to get
past Thailand’s Suppanyu
Avihingsanon 21-19 21-23
21-14, 

while former top 10 play-
er Kashyap beat France's Brice
Leverdez 21-12 21-15 in 38
minutes.

Next world no 15
Praneeth will face China’s Lu
Guang Zu, while Kashyap
lock horns with seventh seed-
ed Indonesian Anthony
Sinisuka Ginting.

In women’s doubles,
Commonwealth Games
bronze medallists Ashwini
Ponnappa and N Sikki Reddy
too crossed the opening hur-
dle after their opponents
Chinese Taipei's Cheng Chi Ya
and Lee Chih Chen retired
mid way in the second game
after lagging 13-21 8-11. 
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Former India captain
Sourav Ganguly said that

India need to look beyond the
upcoming World T20 when it
comes to finding young talent
and give them consistent runs
in the senior squad.

“The most important
thing for India is to not look
at the World T20 next year.
Before the last World Cup
there was too much noise
about it and that sometimes is
not good. What they need to
do is pick the best possible
players and give them consis-
tent opportunities, as there is
some serious talent in the
domestic circuit,” Ganguly
wrote in a column for the
Times of India.

Ganguly said that the
bowling department in partic-
ular will be interesting to
watch with the likes of Deepak
Chahar, Khaleel Ahmed and

Navdeep Saini knocking at the
doors. “These guys, with time
and maturity, will see (Jasprit)
Bumrah, Bhuvi (Bhuvneshwar
Kumar), (Mohammed) Shami
as their role models and this
will be a healthy sign for
Indian fast bowling. Spinners
like Rahul Chahar,
Washington Sundar, Kuldeep
(Yadav), (Yuzvendra) Chahal
will also keep everyone on
their toes,” said Ganguly.

He said that K L Rahul
will now be under pressure to
keep his number four spot in
limited overs after losing the
Test opening slot. “With Rohit
(Sharma) and Shikhar
(Dhawan) at the top as the
best possible opening pair, K
L Rahul will be pushed. He
has lost his place in Test
cricket due to indifferent form
and the likes of Shreyas and
Manish Pandey will keep him
on his toes if he wants to hold
on to the No. 4 slot,” he said.
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Ever since making his Test
debut in Cape Town in

January 2018, Jasprit Bumrah
has improved by leaps and
bounds and has become an
integral part of the Indian
team across all formats, espe-
cially Test cricket. Bumrah has
featured in 12 Test matches so
far, in which he has scalped 62
wickets at an average of 19.24,
thus becoming the linchpin of
Indian bowling unit.

All these 12 Tests have
been played on foreign soil (3
in South Africa, 3 in England,
4 in Australia and 2 in West
Indies) where wickets natural-
ly assist pacers. In all these
places, the right-arm pacer
from Mumbai has made a
mark and performed brilliant-
ly. However, the real test for
him will come up when India
take on South Africa in the
three-match series at home.

Former Indian pacer Ajit
Agarkar feels Bumrah will have
an exceptional debut home
Test series against the Proteas.

“With experience, every-

one can see what progress he
has made in international
cricket. I expect him to do well
in India as well. Obviously,
there will be times when the
spinners will dominate in the
series. However, with the kind
of unique ability he possesses,
I don’t think conditions matter
to him. He has the skill-set to
perform in Indian conditions
as well,” Agarkar, who is an
expert with ESPNcricinfo, told

IANS.
(IPL) and has been instru-

mental in their success in the
league.

“A lot of people tend to for-
get that Bumrah played quite a
lot of first-class cricket before
he played for India. He has
bowled in these conditions
with the SG ball. He knows
what to do,” said Agarkar.

Agarkar, 41, who played 26
Tests and 191 ODIs for India,
also said that Bumrah will be
fresh and raring to have the ball
in his hand as he has not
played much cricket ever since
the World Cup. “Since the
World Cup, he hasn’t played a
lot of cricket. He missed (rest-
ed) the T20Is and the ODIs and
featured in the two Test match-
es. So, he must be relatively
fresh and will be very keen to
perform in India as well,” he
said.

Bumrah played two match-
es in the Caribbean Islands, in
which he picked 13 wickets,
including a hat-trick.

“I would not be surprised
if he has an exceptional series,”
Agarkar signed off.
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Rising Indian shuttler Lakshya Sen is
hoping to continue the consistency

that fetched him the Belgian Open as he
looks to break into top 50 in the world
ranking, which will help him qualify for
bigger tournaments next season.

The 18-year-old from Almora
shocked second seed Victor Svendsen of
Denmark in straight games to clinch the
men’s singles title at the Belgian
International Challenge last Saturday.

“I think I played consistently well
throughout the week and I'm happy with
my performance,” Lakshya, who didn't
drop a single game throughout the tour-
nament, told PTI.

“This win will give me lots of confi-
dence to do well in the coming tourna-
ments,” he said.

“This year I can play more tourna-
ments than last year in the senior circuit
and I hope to prepare well for all the tour-
naments.”

Playing his first full-fledged season
in the senior circuit, Lakshya had broken
into the top-100 in March this year. The
Belgian Open win saw him jump 12
places to grab the World No 67th spot in
the latest BWF ranking.

His father DK Sen, a SAI coach, who
gave him the early lessons in badminton,

said Lakshya will have to quickly get into
the top 50 by the year end.

“The target now for him will be to
break into the top 50 by end of the year
so that he can qualify for bigger tourna-
ments,” he said.

Asked about his upcoming tourna-
ments, Lakshya, the reigning Asian
Junior Championship winner, said: “I’ll
be playing the Dutch and SaarLorLux
Open next month and then in November,
I have Irish and Scottish Open.”

Lakshya, who also claimed a bronze
at the World Junior Championship and
silver at Youth Olympic Games last year,

is currently in Europe playing in the
Danish League for Aarhus club.

“It’s nice to be in Denmark and the
league matches are exiting. It’s a new
experience for me,” he said.

“We are going to be in Europe for 3
months, play the European circuit and the
league matches.

“In the first team match, I won
against Jan Jorgensen and got 1 point for
the team. It was a big match for me,”
added the Indian, whose next outing in
the country will be the Syed Modi
World Tour Super 300.

Lakshya, who has been a trainee at
the Prakash Padukone Badminton
Academy (PPBA) since 2010, had decid-
ed to play in the season circuit after the
high in juniors last year.

He begun the year well with a semi-
final finish at the China Masters Super
100 tournament before reaching the
finals at Polish Open. After a few early
exits, he suffered an ankle injury in July
but recovered well to claim the Belgian
Open.

“This year, I twisted my ankle in July.
It was not very major but I took two
weeks to get back on court. I’m just tak-
ing good care and rehab,” Lakshya said.

“Mental strength is very important
as in senior circuit every match is tough,”
he signed off.
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Mahmudullah Riyad
smashed 62 off 41 balls,

with five sixes, as Bangladesh
posted 175-7 in their tri-
nation Twenty20 internation-
al match against Zimbabwe in
Chittagong on Wednesday.

Liton Das gave
Bangladesh a positive start
with 38 off 22 balls before a
mini collapse saw the home
side reduced to 65-3 after

they were asked to bat first by
Zimbabwe captain Hamilton
Masakadza.

Mahmudullah put on 78
runs with Mushfiqur Rahim
(32) for the fourth wicket
before Zimbabwe snatched
the momentum back with few
quick strikes.

Kayle Jarvis claimed 3-32
while Chris Mpofu finished
with 3-42 for Zimbabwe.
Afghanistan are the third team
in the tournament.
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Skipper Quinton de Kock and
debutant Temba Bavuma played
impressive knocks but India

were able to contain South Africa to
149 for five in the second T20
International here on Wednesday.

Newly appointed captain de
Kock (52 off 37) led from the front,
while Bavuma (49 off 43) too
impressed in his first limited-overs
appearance for South Africa in
almost two years.

But South Africa did not get the
final flourish they were looking for
and ended up with a below-par
total. India bowled well in the death
overs, conceding only 24 runs in the
final four.Pacer Deepak Chahar was
pick of the bowler with two wickets
for 22 runs from his four overs.

India captain Virat Kohli sent a
new-look South Africa into bat with
the visitors picking three debutants
in Anrich Nortje, Bjorn Fortuin and
Bavuma.

While Reeza Hendricks depart-
ed cheaply, de Kock looked in sub-
lime touch from the word go.

De Kock cover drove spinner
Washington Sundar on the first ball
he faced before collecting three
straight boundaries off pacer
Navdeep Saini who was taken out of
the attack after conceding 13 runs in
his first over.

Bavuma, South Africa’s Test spe-
cialist, joined de Kock after the fall
of Hendricks in the fourth over and
he too looked in fine touch. He made
his intentions clear by pulling Hardik
Pandya over deep square leg for a six.

South Africa made only 39 for
one in six overs but their innings

picked up momentum after that, tak-
ing them to 78 for one in 10 overs.

It took a brilliant catch from
skipper Kohli to dismiss de Kock and
shift the momentum in India’s
favour.

De Kock mistimed a hit off
Saini and Kohli came running from
mid-off to pounce on it, brining the
crowd back to life. The stand
between de Kock and Bavuma yield-
ed 57 runs.

Vice-captain Rassie van der
Dussen, South Africa’s best batsman
in the World Cup, followed de Kock
in the dressing room quickly by
offering a simple return catch to
Ravindra Jadeja in the 13th over,
leaving his team at 90 for three.

Runs dried up in the death overs
but South Africa got a much-need-
ed couple of sixes in the 20th over off
Saini, which went for 16 runs.
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The Indian men’s team
logged their best ever

result at ITTF Asian Table
Tennis Championships, fin-
ishing fifth after beating Hong
Kong 3-1 in the classification
match here on Wednesday.

The Indian team also
defeated Iran 3-0 to clinch the
Gold medal in the champions
division.

In the classif ication
match, India tried out a new
opening with Sharath Kamal,
who after the initial struggle,
managed to put it across Lam
Siu Hang 9-11, 11-6, 7-11, 11-
7, 11-7 to provide the lead.

In the second tie, Anthony
Amalraj beat NG Pak Nam 9-
11, 11-4, 11-6, 11-7, while in
the third singles, G Sathiyan
defeated Kwan Man Ho 11-5,
11-13, 11-7, 14-12.

In the second and fourth
games, Sathiyan won the last
on his second match-point.
He was the lone Indian who
did not lose a single match in
team event, having played all
matches from 1st Division to
f inishing f if th in the
Champions Division.

In the final of the 1st
Division, Sharath opened
again for India and downed
Amin Ahmadin 11-5, 9-11,
11-6,  11-6,  while both
Sathiyan and Amalraj were
stretched fully.  Sathiyan beat
Air Hossein Hodaei 6-11, 11-
4, 10-12, 11-7, 12-10 while
Amalraj  accounted for
Noshad Alamiyan 18-16, 5-11,
11-9, 6-11, 11-9 as India won
the yellow metal.
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