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CBI court
admits
Jagan's plea
HYDERABAD: The CBI
Court at Hyderabad on Friday
admitted a petition filed by
Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy seeking exemption
from personal appearance
before the court.  In his peti-
tion, the AP Chief Minister
urged the CBI court to allow
his lawyer Ashok Reddy to
appear on his behalf during
the hearings of the dispro-
portionate assets (DA) case
filed against by CBI.   During
the hearing of the petition, the
court asked the counsel for YS
Jagan as to how it could
admit the petition which was
dismissed by it earlier.
Responding to the question
raised by the judge, the coun-
sel for the AP CM urged the
court to admit the petition
and take up its hearing as
there is a complete change in
the circumstances now. This
prompted the court to admit
the petition for hearing.

PNS n MUMBAI

Markets roared back to life on
Friday, with the Sensex posting
its biggest single-day jump in
over a decade at 1,921 points
and investors' wealth soaring
by a staggering Rs 6.8 lakh
crore, after the Finance
Minister delivered a surprise
cut in corporate tax rates.

Announcing the latest set of
measures to jump-start flag-
ging growth, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman slashed
the base corporate tax for
existing companies to 22 per
cent from 30 per cent; and for
new manufacturing firms,
incorporated after October 1,
2019, to 15 per cent from 25
per cent.

Bulls took over the market
soon after the announcements.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
soared 2,284.55 points to a
peak of 38,378.02 intra-day,
before settling 1,921.15 points
or 5.32 per cent higher at
38,014.62.

Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty zoomed 569.40 points or
5.32 per cent to end at
11,274.20.

The market capitalisation
of BSE-listed companies
jumped to Rs 145,37,378 crore,
from Rs 138,54,439 crore on
Thursday. Cash-market equity
turnover on BSE and NSE
nearly tripled to nearly Rs
90,000 crore, while derivatives

turnover also zoomed to about
Rs 2.4 lakh crore.

"The new corporate tax
reforms by the government is
music to the investors' ears and
will help to revive economic

outlook in the coming quarters.
FIIs now have a good reason to
come back to India and this
progressive step will stimulate
consumption and ignite capex
cycle.

Bridge collapses in Vemulawada
Contractor left works midway as govt failed to clear bills
RAMAKRISHNA PERALA
n KARIMNAGAR

Torrential rains in the
Vemulawada region of Siricilla
district caused the collapse of
a newly constructed road
bridge on Friday. The bridge,
constructed on the Mulavaagu,
crashed after 16 beams, which
had developed cracks report-
edly due to non-completion of
works, gave away in the flood
of waters. 

Sai Constructions was given
the contract for building two
bridges on the Mulavaagu for
Rs.28 crore.  Even before the
first bridge could be commis-
sioned, works began on the
second bridge.  However, since

the bills for works done were
reportedly not sanctioned, the
contractor left the works mid-
way.  Centring works for 150
meters out of the total length
of 190 meters have been com-

pleted.  However, incessant
rains widened the cracks.  On
Friday, the pillars initially
leaned and later collapsed all of
a sudden under the influence
of floods. Meanwhile, the state

government has ordered an
enquiry into the bridge col-
lapse. Roads & Buildings
Minister Vemula Prashanth
Reddy appointed R&B chief
engineer B Chandulal to con-
duct the inquiry and submit a
report within 24 hours to
enable government to initiate
action.

PNS n GOA

In a major fiscal booster, the
government on Friday slashed
effective corporate tax to 25.17
per cent inclusive of all cess and
surcharges for domestic com-
panies.

Making the announcement,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said the new tax
rate will be applicable from the
current fiscal which began on
April 1.

Sitharaman said the rev-
enue foregone on reduction in
corporate tax and other relief
measures will be Rs 1.45 lakh
crore annually.

This, she said is being done
to promote investment and
growth.

In effect, the corporate tax
rate will be 22 per cent for
domestic companies, if they do
not avail any incentive or con-
cession.

The changes in the Income
Tax Act and Finance Act will
be made effective through an
ordinance.

The minister also said com-
panies opting for 22 per cent
income tax slab would not have

to pay minimum alternative
tax (MAT).

Sitharaman further said,
new domestic manufacturing
companies incorporated after
October 1, can pay income tax
at a rate of 15 per cent without
any incentives.

Tax cut ‘historic’:  PM Modi
PNS n NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said today that his
government's corporate tax
move was historic and a
"win-win" for 130 crore
Indians. It would give great
stimulus to his flagship Make
in India scheme besides
attracting investments, PM
Modi said in tweets. "The

step to cut corporate tax is
historic. It is a great stimu-
lus to #MakeInIndia, attract
private investment from
across the globe, improve
competitiveness of our pri-
vate sector, create more jobs
and result in a win-win for
130 crore Indians," PM Modi
tweeted after Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced the
measures.

Friday blockbuster: Sensex 
rockets 1,921 pts on tax booster

POLAVARAM PROJECT

Reverse tendering
saves Rs 58.53 cr
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The decision to go for reverse
tendering of Polavaram Project
has proved to be successful
with the State government sav-
ing around Rs 58.53 crore to
the State exchequer. 

The same works were
awarded at Rs 290 crore by the
previous government, while
in the reverse tendering was
given at Rs 231 crore, which
translates to 15.6 percent less. 

It may be noted that reverse
tenders were called for Package
No 65 - Construction of
Irrigation tunnel of about 919
m long, Left Flank Head
Regulator, Navigation Lock,
excavation of Approach
Channels I & II, Exit Channel,
and Excavation of Navigation
Channel (Balance Work).

Tenders for 65th package of
Polavaram Left connectivity
works have been confirmed. 

It is learnt that when fresh
tenders were invited for Package
No 65, M/s MAX Infra (I) Ltd
submitted its tenders at 15.6%

less than the estimated cost.
Interestingly, the same compa-
ny had filed its tender quoting
4.8 % extra. 

Max Infra, which was award-
ed the work for Rs 292.02
crore, has now bagged the
same for Rs 231.47 crore. Six
bidders - M/s Patel Engineering
Limited, Mumbai, M/s Mega
Engineering and Infra Structure
Ltd., Hyderabad, M/s Max Infra
(I) Limited, Hyderabad, M/s
AFCONS Infra Structure Ltd.,
Mumbai, M/s MRKR-SLR (JV),
Hyderabad and M/s RRCIIPL-
WCPL Consortium,
Hyderabad - participated in the
bidding.  After the price bid was
opened, the initial offer quot-
ed by a bidder was Rs
260,26,64,679 (L1). The reverse
auction was conducted on
Friday, from the initial price
quoted by the L1 bidder-Rs
260,26,64,679.

Reverse tendering auction
has been conducted as per the
guidelines issued in GO Ms No
67, Water Resources (Reforms)
Dept.

Nirmala Sitharaman

Sitharaman said the
revenue foregone on
reduction in corporate
tax and other relief
measures will be Rs
1.45 lakh crore
annually

Incessant rains
widened the cracks.
On Friday, the pillars
initially leaned and
later collapsed all of a
sudden under the
influence of floods

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister YS
Jaganmohan Reddy on Friday
directed officials to evolve an
action plan to complete the
construction of jetties in a spe-
cific time-frame. 

He said the State
Government is keen on devel-
oping three ports while
Machillipatnam Port will be
developed as a major port. 

As many as 12 jetties,
including one at
Manchineellapeta in
Srikakulam district, are com-
ing up in the State, he added. 

At a review meeting with
Animal Husbandry and
Fisheries Department offi-
cials, he said that the govern-
ment should build jetties and
fishing harbours. He also dis-
cussed construction of a fish-
ing harbour near Bhimili. 

The officials brought to the
notice of the Chief Minister
that there are about 25,000
fisherman families, which
migrated to Gujarat. The
authorities said that they will
be able to bring them back to
the State after providing them
with facilities required for
fishing. 

Jagan told the officials to
take necessary action for pro-
viding opportunities to the
migrated families and stressed
on transparency and corrup-

tion-free governance in all
works. 

"Steps should be taken to set
up workshops by January as a
means to educate aqua farm-
ers about fish and prawns. Seed
and feeds must be of top grade
quality. There should be no
adulteration anywhere.
Employees of Village
Secretariats in aqua regions are
from respective aqua fields. It
is the responsibility of the
authorities to provide them
with proper training and

ensure the well-being of farm-
ers," he said. 

It may be recalled that the
previous government had
given permission to set up
pharma companies in the
hatchery zones in East
Godavari district. 

"Pharma companies are pol-
luting the sea in this zone and
once an area is declared a
hatchery zone, no other indus-
tries should be given permis-
sion there. The officials should
focus on ensuring Minimum
Support Price (MSP) to aqua
farmers," he said. 

He said that livestock also
should be given health cards
and vaccines should be given
on regular basis to them. He
said that the government
would set up a breeding cen-
tre in Pulivendula to develop
Murra and Punganuru breed
cows.

The CM called upon the
authorities to adopt sustainable
and permanent policies to
address the issue due to of lack
of food to cattle in drought-
prone areas.

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

AP Chambers of Commerce
and Industry Federation
(APCCIF) on Friday hailed
the slew of fiscal relief mea-
sures and slashing of corporate
tax by the Union Finance
Minister. These were in tune
with what the Chambers has
been seeking for quite a while
now. 

"Representations from the
Chambers and visits to
Finance Minister's office apart,
we were the first to raise the
issue of slashing of corporate
taxes and a roll over of all loans
for six months to prevent
Non-Performing Assets and
recasting debt," said G
Sambasiva Rao, President of
APCCIF.

He further remarked that it
is a much needed measure and
a step in the right direction.

Welcoming the move to
slash corporate tax from 33 to
22 percent and bringing
Indian tax rates on par with
those in other major countries,
O Naresh Kumar, Director, AP
Chambers said that this kind
of fiscal stimulus is likely to
give a boost to the economy
amid the ongoing slowdown,
It will improve ease of doing
business.  M Sudhir, Vice-
Chairman of AP Chambers,
Visakhapatnam Zone, exuded
confidence that the move will
lead to a virtuous cycle of
investments, growth and high-
er employment. 

PNS n KAKINADA

Three persons, including two
women, were arrested in con-
nection with the case relating
to the September 15th tourist
boat mishap in Godavari River.
Those arrested are Kodigudla
Venkata Ramana , Yalla
Prabhavati and Yerramsetti
Atchutamani  of KVR Travels.
They were arrested at
Rajamahendravaram on
Friday.

Disclosing details at
Rampachodavaram in East
Godavari, Investigating Officer
and ASP Vakul Zindal said on
Friday that as per Crime
Number 59/ 2019, the case was
booked against the boat owner
and travel agency owners. He
said that the police were on the
hunt for the other accused at
large. The ASP said that with
67 tourists and eight crew

members, the boat was on its
way to Papikondalu from
Gandipochamma Temple in
Devipatnam mandal and cap-
sized at Kuchhuluru.

Twenty six of the75 on
board were rescued the same
day.  In all, 34 bodies were
recovered during the last four
days.  Of the remaining 12
tourists and 3 crew members,
the body of one woman was
traced on   Friday at
Kachhaluru. 

Vakul Zindal also disclosed
that the boat owner and own-
ers of the travel agency were
arrested for employing
unskilled drivers which result-
ed in the mishap, the ASP said.

Meanwhile, AP Minister
for Agriculture K Kanna Babu
on Friday told media persons
that in all 77 people travelled
in the boat, including the
crew. 

SUMIT ONKA 
n VISAKHAPATNAM

One of the ambitious Beach
Road Corridor projects
planned during the TDP gov-
ernment along the Bay of
Bengal covering over 1,000 km
spread over nine coastal dis-
tricts from Ichchapuram of
Srikakulam to Tada in Nellore,
has been put on the back-
burner. The project is no more
in the priority list of the Road
& Building department.    

To promote tourism in the
State by way of developing
infrastructure such as the
Beach Corridor to benefit
from the 974 kms coastline,
pristine beaches, bird sanctu-

aries, eye-catching natural
rock formations, wild life,
scenic backwaters and river
deltas among others, the TDP
government had planned the
project. However, the govern-
ment could not start the work
and ended up taking it to tech-

nical works for tendering
process.  

R&B minister, Dharmana
Krishna Das, reviewed the
road project works of the four
north coastal districts on
Friday.  

Continued on Page 4

3 held in Godavari
boat mishap case

Investigating officer and ASP Vakul Zindal addressing media at
Rampachodavaram on  Friday. The arrested boat owner K Venkata Ramana is
also seen with mask

APCCIF lauds
FM’s decisions

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Bharatiya Janata Party,
which is determined to come
to power in Telangana in the
2023 Assembly elections on
the strength of its surprise vic-
tories in the State in the recent
Lok Sabha polls, has taken up
the upcoming elections to
major unions in Singareni
Collieries Company Limited
(SCCL) as a 'do or die' battle.

The elections for recog-
nised trade unions in SCCL
are due in October.  The term
of The Telangana Boggu
Ghani Karmika Sangham
(TBGKS), a major union affil-
iated to TRS, is coming to an
end in October. These elec-
tions were previously held
once every four years.
However, in 2017 the Central
Labour Commission (CLC)
cut short the tenure of a recog-
nised trade union in SCCL to
two years. The TBGKS then
approached the court seeking
continuation of the four-year
tenure. However, the court
referred it to the CLC, which
stuck to its decision. 

The TBGKS had won elec-
tions in 2012 and 2017.
However, it received a jolt last
week, with its former president
Kengerla Mallaiah quitting
the union post and expressing
his willingness to join BJP-
affiliated union Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh (BMS). 

TRS, BJP heat
up ‘coal belt
politics'

12 jetties, three ports to
come up soon, says Jagan

YS Jaganmohan Reddy 

At a review meeting with Animal Husbandry
and Fisheries Department officials, he said
that the government should build jetties and
fishing harbours. He also discussed
construction of a fishing harbour near Bhimili 

Six-lane marine drive across
coast put on back-burner

Medaram
Jatara from
Feb 5
WARANGAL: Tribal priests
on Friday announced the
dates for the biennial of
Medaram Jatara.  The festival,
considered as 'Kumbh Mela
of Telangana', would com-
mence on 5 February, 2020,
with the arrival of tribal deity
Saralamma from Kannepally,
two km from Medaram vil-
lage.  On February 6, deity
Sammakka would arrive
from the Chilakalagutta
hillocks, about two km from
the altar at Medaram village. 

Devotees are expected to
throng the hallowed precincts
of the jatara and pay respects
to the deities on February 7,
considered to be an auspi-
cious Friday. 

Kerala priest
accused of
molesting
three minors
KOCHI: A 70-year old
Catholic priest allegedly
molested three minor girls
when they visited him to
seek blessings at his church
office in Chendamangalam in
Ernakulam district last
month, the police said on
Friday. The priest, George
Padayatty, vicar of a Syrian
Catholic Church in
Chendamangalam, has been
absconding after a case was
registered against him in
connection with the inci-
dent, police said. He has
been charged under various
sections of the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences Act (POCSO Act),
an official at Vadakkekara
Police Station said.

Govt slashes corporate
tax for domestic firms 

Current Weather Conditions
Updated September 20, 2019 5:00 PM 

ALMANAC
TODAY

Month & Paksham:
Bhdrapada & Krishna Paksha
Panchangam
Tithi : Saptami : 08:20 pm
Nakshatram: Rohini: 11:22 am
Time to Avoid: (Bad time to start 

any important work)
Rahukalam: 09:08 am – 10:38 am
Yamagandam: 01:39 pm – 03:09 pm

Varjyam: 05:04 pm - 06:41 pm

Gulika: 06:08 am - 07:38 am
Good Time: (to start any important work)

Amritakalam: 08:02 am - 09:42 am
Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:45 am - 12:33 pm

VIJAYAWADA
WEATHER
Forecast: Isolated Thunderstorms
Temp: 32/25
Humidity: 87%
Sunrise: 06.04
Sunset: 06.13
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CAPSULE

PAVITROTSAVAM
POSTERS RELEASED
Tirupati: The annual
Pavitrotsavams of Sri Lakshmi
Narasimha Swamy temple at
Tarigonda will be celebrated from
September 29 till October 1 with
Ankurarpanam on September 28.
The posters related to the three-
day fete were released by JEO P
Basant Kumar at his chambers in
the TTD Administrative Building
in Tirupati on Friday.

ACB RAIDS KADAPA
RDO OFFICE
Kadapa: ACB (Anti-Corruption
Bureau)officials conducted raids
at the Kadapa RDO office on
Friday and seized over Rs
90,000 from agents, who were
collecting money from the
people for the issue of
certificates. The agents were
detained and the authorities also
enquired about the RDO office
staff. Details are yet to be
ascertained.

ON DHARNA SINCE
1996, MAN MADE TO
CALL OFF PROTEST
Muzaffarnagar: A man, who
had been on a dharna here for
the past 24 years to protest
against land sharks, who had
encroached government-owned
land in his village, was made to
call off his protest on Thursday.
Vijay Singh, a teacher, had
started his sit-in at the
Collectorate in Muzaffarnagar in
January 1996. Shamli, his
hometown, was not even a
district then and the
neighbouring Muzaffarnagar
district administration had
offered him place to stage his
protest. On Thursday, however,
the Muzaffarnagar district
administration told him that two
of his land grab complaints were
pending in court and asked him
to move away from the
premises. Additional District
Magistrate Amit Singh said:
"Vijay Singh, a resident of
Chausana village in Shamli, had
filed complaints in 2007 against
12 people for land grab in a
revenue court in Lucknow and
also in the court of civil judge in
Shamli. In both the cases, the
accused managed to get a stay.
In March 2019, he filed another
complaint in the revenue court,
which is being investigated by
the Shamli administration. No
complaint or case was filed by
Singh here in Muzaffarnagar.
Despite this he is sitting on a
dharna at the Muzaffarnagar
Collectorate. So, he was
removed from the premises."

Vijay Singh was not amused
with the district administration's
action. "It was not a personal
issue that I have been fighting
for. My sit-in was to highlight the
corruption that happens right
under the nose of government
officials.

My crusade will continue. If
needed, I will approach the
PMO," he said.
Vijay Singh, who had left his
school job to begin his protest in
1996, has received recognition
at various forums, including a
place in the Limca Book of
Records.
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Chetan Bhagat feels most
Indians are self-focused 
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

As part of Andhra Loyola
College's Reviewers'
Association's weekly pro-
gramme, final year B Sc student
K Ramakrishna reviewed
Chetan Bhagat's book 'Making
India Awesome.'

According to Ramakrishna,
Bhagat, in his book has dealt
with the '78:20:4 rule,' driving
home the point that most
Indians (78%) are self-focused
and indifferent to what is hap-
pening around them. In short,
they are insensitive. He stated
that Bhagat aptly says that 18%
of Indians are 'aligned' - who
devote themselves to a partic-
ular political party or people
belonging to a community.
Only four per cent of Indians
are 'caring, objective people.'
They support the right issue no
matter what the political parties
fight for. They are the hope of
society, but their views are
largely ignored.

Speaking on the occasion,
chief guest of the book review
programme, Rev Fr P Bala
Showri, SJ, Rector of ALC, said
that Bhagat's views reflect what
is happening in the society.
Agreeing with Ramakrishna's
analysis of the book, he said that
the orientation of the people
have roots in the social fabric
and level of education in soci-
ety. 

He said, "We have many
good schools, but there are no
efficient teachers to inculcate
values among students. The
government should go for tech-
nology-driven education to
instil patriotism among the
citizens right from their student
days. Scoring marks or grades
is not important, but mastering
the subject and evolving as
better human beings is."  

Principal Rev Fr Victor
Emmanuelm, SJ, said, "The

people believe in space pro-
grammes like Mangalyan on
one side and 'Amangal
Tusedays' on the other." 

Sharing his views on
Ramakrishna's understanding
of the book, librarian Dr GA
Prasad Rao said that it is but
human for people, as it may be
observed during the elections to
show their true colours at cru-
cial junctures. He says, "Just as
some flowers blossom only
during spring, there are some

politicians, who show their
true colours during elections."

K Balachandar, HoD, Dept of
Microbiology, officiated as
mentor and guided the student.
Dr T Sri Kumar, coordinator of
the programme, proposed the
vote of thanks.  Staff and stu-
dents took part in the book
review programme and the
discussion that followed it.

The programme is being
organised regularly to promote
book-reading habit and ana-
lytical skills among students. 

K Ramakrishna, who reviewed Chetan Bhagat’s book ‘Making India Awesome’
receiving a bouquet at a programme in Vijayawada

n Andhra Loyola Reviewers'
Association holds review on
Chetan Bhagat's book 'Making
India Awesome'

n Chetan Bhagat aptly says
that 18% of Indians are
'aligned' - who devote
themselves to a particular
political party, or people
belonging to a community

n Only four per cent of
Indians are 'caring, objective
people' 

n They support the right
issue no matter what the
political parties fight for. They
are the hope of society, but
their views are largely ignored

Rev Fr P Bala
Showri said that
Bhagat's views
reflect what is
happening in
society; and the
orientation of
the people have
roots in the
social fabric 
and level of
education in
society

BNI consumer exhibition
begins in Kakinada
PNS n KAKINADA

A three-day consumer expo
by BNI (Business Network
Internat ional)  -  East
Godavari Region, was inau-
gurated here on Friday by
Agriculture Minister
Kurasala Kanna Babu, MLA
Dwarampudi Chandrasekhar
Reddy,  Mayor Sunkara
Pavani Tirumala Kumar and
President  of  Godavari
Chamber of  Commerce

Dagala Ramesh. The expo
will showcase 40 stalls to pro-
mote all home related prod-

ucts like cement, iron, fur-
niture, water purifiers, inte-
rior products and lifestyle,
computers and fashion acces-
sories. It will be held from 10
am to 9 pm at SRMT func-
tion hall in Kakinada till
Sunday. 

The BNI - East Godavari
Region started its operations
in 2018 and currently has 165
members in four Chapters,
with an estimated business of
Rs 24.5 crore in one year.

The BNI - East
Godavari Region
started its operations
in 2018 and currently
has 165 members 
in four Chapters

Hindi is language of nation, says NSTL Director
PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Hindi fortnight celebrations-
2019 were organised during the
second week of September at
Naval Science and
Technological Laboratory
(NSTL) in Visakhapatnam. Dr
OR Nandagopan, Outstanding
Scientist and Director NSTL, in
his valedictory address
expressed happiness over the
enthusiastic participation of
NSTL employees in the cele-
brations.

He said that Hindi was not
the language of any particular
State, but was the language of
the entire nation, thus it was
the responsibility of every cit-
izen to respect the national lan-
guage and make an effort to
promote it. He urged all sci-
entists to present technical
papers in Hindi also. Various
competitions (debate, dicta-
tion, essay writing, paper pre-
sentation, quiz, story-writing,
translation, typing, poster mak-
ing) in Hindi were conducted
and 210 employees of NSTL
participated and out of which,
110 were encouraged through
cash prizes worth Rs 77,400. In
addition, all the participants
were encouraged with conso-

lation prizes worth Rs 9,000.
D Sailaja, assistant director

(official language), Dr
Jayashree Rath, senior transla-
tor (Hindi), Sampad Guha,
junior translator (Hindi), and
Vikas Shakya, Scientist-D, con-
ducted the event under the
supervision of M Vijaya,
Chairperson of Hindi fort-
night celebrations.

Scientists, officers, mem-
bers of NSTL Civil Employees
Union, members of NSTL
Works Committee and staff of
NSTL participated in the 
function.

n Hindi fortnight
celebrations organised at
NSTL

n He urged all scientists to
present technical papers in
Hindi also

n Various competitions
(debate, dictation, essay
writing, paper presentation,
quiz, story-writing,
translation, typing, poster

making) in Hindi were
conducted

n In all, 210 employees of
NSTL participated and out of
which, 110 were encouraged
through cash prizes worth Rs
77,400

n In addition, all the
participants were
encouraged with consolation
prizes worth Rs 9,000

Director of NSTL Dr OR Nandagopan seen with PVS Ganesh Kumar,  R Srihari, 
M Vijaya and other members of Hindi fortnight celebrations in Visakhapatnam 
on Friday

D Sailaja, assistant
director (official
language), Jayashree
Rath, senior translator
(Hindi) and Vikas
Shakya, Scientist-D,
conducted the event
under the supervision
of M Vijaya,
Chairperson of Hindi
fortnight celebrations

Three-day All India dance festival in Vizag from today
PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Vysakhi Nrithyotsav- 2019, the three-
day all India dance festival will be held
at the Kalabharathi Auditorium in
Visakhapatnam on September 21.

Keeping up its tradition, the selec-
tion committee of Nataraj Music and
Dance Academy (NMDA),
Visakhapatnam, handpicked stalwarts
from the fields of Indian classical dance
for the programme. It is being organ-
ised with the support of the Ministry
of Culture, Andhra Pradesh Creativity
and Culture Commission and Indian
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR).
The festival, held under the supervision
of  BR Vikram Kumar, Festival
Director, founder president of NMDA
and editor of The Dance India, has
been known for its punctuality and dis-
cipline. The Nrithyotsav will be inau-
gurated by Muttamsetti Srinivasa Rao,
Minister for Tourism, Culture.

After the performances,  dancers will
be felicitated by the guests. Each day
will witness three distinct Indian art
form presentations - making it nine
performances on three days. The sec-

ond day of the festival will have MVV
Satyanarayana, Member of Lok Sabha
as the chief guest and Mavuri Venkata
Ramana, CMD, Chandana Brothers
and MVR Shopping Mall as the guest
of honour.

The final day of the festival would
see Naresh Penumaka, Chief
Commissioner of Customs and
Central Excise as the chief guest and
Dr Ajit Pathak, National President of
Public Relations Society of India as the
guest of honour.

International Lighting Designer,
Sai Venkatesh from Bengaluru will
take care of the lighting. Vikram
announced that the festival, which is
being organised with great effort has
no entry fee and all are invited to

watch the grand spectacle. The dance
schedules are as follows : On Saturday,
Kuchipudi by S Geeta Narayan of
Visakhapatnam, Bharatanatyam by
Sutapa Awon Pradhan of West Bengal,
and Odissi by Kumkum Mohanty of
Bhubaneswar. On Sunday, Mohini
Attam  by Dr Kanak Rele of Mumbai,
Odissi by Gauwri Dwivedi of New
Delhi  and Bharatanatyam by Dr G
Ratheesh Babu of Chhattisgarh. 

On Monday, Kathak by Guru
Jitendra Maharaj and Nalini Kamalini
of New Delhi, Kuchipudi by Naatyasri
KV Lakshmi of Visakhapatnam and
Thang-Ta by Rosen Longjamba of
Manipur.

n Keeping up its tradition, the
selection committee of Nataraj
Music and Dance Academy
(NMDA), Visakhapatnam,
handpicked stalwarts from the
fields of Indian classical dance
for the programme

After the performances,
dancers will be felicitated by
the guests. Each day will
witness three distinct Indian
art form presentations -
making it nine performances
on three days

Clean chit to RINL online test
PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

The management of Rashtriya
Ispat Nigam Limited (RINL)
on Friday announced that
there was no question paper
leakage of the online test con-
ducted for recruitment of
junior trainees. A release said
there was a thorough probe
and a case has been registered
against the person, who had
claimed that there was a leak-
age. The test was conducted on
September 7 and 8 in 30 cities
in 142 venues on PAN India
basis. 

RINL was also in receipt of
e mails on September 10 with
allegation of paper leakage in
JT online test enclosing the
screenshots of the question
paper from an exam screen.

The RINL management
viewed the issue seriously and
ordered a thorough enquiry
into the issue.  On verification,
it was found that the screen-
shot belonged to Srikanth
Dasari,  Regd No: RINL
19116241, who appeared for
the online test at Vivekananda
Institute of Technology and
Science, Karimnagar,
Telangana, for Junior Trainee-
Mechanical discipline on
September 8 in the morning
session.

The test conducting agency
was asked to investigate the
issue and submit a detailed
report on the allegation. The
agency has conducted a probe
through internal process
analysis and verified the
CCTV footage of the lab in
which the candidate had taken
the test.

The report from the agency
said it was suspected that the
candidate had used a high end
sophisticated device/camera
embedded in a pen/pendent
worn by the candidate.

The candidate checking
process was done by physical
frisking and a hand held metal

detector and hence the candi-
date was not in a possession of
mobile phone during the
exam.

As per CCTV footage, can-
didate has not received exter-
nal help through any commu-
nication devise or through
any test administrators in the
exam hall. The candidate has
uploaded the screen shots of
the examination on social
media, 48 hours after the last

examination was held. Hence,
the said incident was clearly
not a paper leak.

In this backdrop, RINL has
filed a complaint at the police
station concerned in
Karimnagar district of
Telangana State and has also
blacklisted Srikanth Dasari

from all future recruitments of
RINL for posting screen shots
of the exam on social media.

As a preventive measure
and also to improve the secu-
rity during online recruitment
test of RINL in all future
recruitments, it is decided to
prohibit carrying stationary
items like pens, pencils, scales,
watches, health bands, foot
wear, jackets, goggles, jew-
ellery- chains, earrings, metal
bangles, nose pins, necklace,
pendants etc by the candidates
into the exam hall.

Furthermore, the agency
shall be asked to supply pens
to the candidates for their use
during the online test.

n The report from the
agency said it was suspected
that the candidate had used a
high end sophisticated

device/camera
embedded in a
pen/pendent
worn by the

candidate

n In this backdrop, RINL has filed a
complaint with the police station
concerned in Karimnagar district of
Telangana State and has also
blacklisted Srikanth Dasari from all
future recruitments of RINL for posting
screen shots of the exam on social
media

n As per CCTV
footage, candidate
has not received
external help
through any
communication
devise or through
any test
administrators in
the exam hall n Probe reveals no leakage of test paper

The RINL has
decided to ban
carrying pens,
pencils, scales etc
by the candidates

into exam hall

Business Network Internationa-East Godavari Region officials addressing the media in Kakinada on Friday
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CAPSULE

HINDUPUR MP
VISITS DURGA
TEMPLE
VIJAYAWADA: MP of Hindupur
Gorantla Madhav and his wife
had darshan of Goddess Kanaka
Durga atop the Indrakeeladri
here on Friday. The VIP couple
performed special pujas on the
occasion. They were offered
'Vedasweervachanams' by the
temple priests, as well as a
portrait of the presiding deity
and prasadam.

STUDENTS RALLY
AGAINST GLOBAL
WARMING
VIJAYAWADA: Students led by
the APSRTC's Staff and Workers'
Federation (SWF) took the
pledge against global warming at
various places under the limits
of the Eluru Depot of the
corporation. Later, the students
took part in a signature
campaign against the menace. 
Students in 160 countries
campaigned against global
warming. SWF leaders appealed
to students to travel in buses.

NOKIA RELEASES
SMART PHONE WITH
TRIPLE CAMERA 
Vijayawada: HMD Global, the
home of Nokia phones,
announced the Nokia 7.2, the
first Nokia smart phone to
combine a triple camera and
pure display. Nokia 7.2 features
a powerful 48MP triple camera
with Quad Pixel technology and
ZEISS optics. It also premiers a
range of ZEISS bokeh styles,
exclusive to Nokia smart phones,
that recreate the way legendary
ZEISS lenses produce high
visual impact and signature blur.
Alongside even more AI-
powered features such as night
mode, fans can get even more
creative with their stories.
Building on the strengths of its
predecessor, Nokia 7.2
combines stunning pure display
technology and always-on HDR,
with timeless Nordic design to
redefine what fans should expect
from this smartphone segment.
"With the Nokia 7.2, we aim to

push the limits on what fans can
get from one of our popular
Nokia 7 series smartphones. The
Nokia 7.2 offers fans advanced
tools to express their creativity. 

JASPER Automobile MD B Ramakrishna of Machilipatnam donates TATA Intra V10 vehicle worth Rs 6 lakh to the TTD 
at Tirumala on Friday. TTD Chairman YV Subba Reddy and others are also seen

VEHICLE DDONATED

‘Reserve tendering' meant to
benefit Jagan’s aides: Naidu 
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
President N Chandrababu
Naidu once again lambasted
the YSRCP government's deci-
sion to go for the reverse ten-
dering process and termed it as
'reserve tendering' to benefit
Chief Minister YS Jaganmohan
Reddy's close aides.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at his residence in
Undavalli on Friday, he said,
"Reverse tendering in
Polavaram project is a wrong
decision. There were no
instances of reverse tendering
in such large scale projects in
our country before. The
Central Vigilance Commission
(CVC) and Polavaram Project
Authority (PPA) didn't find
any irregularities in the project.
But, the State government has
gone for fresh tenders deliber-
ately to benefit close aides of
the Chief Minister."

The former Chief Minister
asked the government to go for
price bidding before technical
bidding. He said, "The State
government has failed to
retrieve the boat that capsized
in the River Godavari. But, it
is cancelling the previous ten-
ders and going for reverse
tendering." 

He stated that Jagan should
have remained silent as he does
not know about technical
issues, but he was playing with
the safety and security of the
people of the Godavari dis-
tricts.

"In the name of reverse ten-
dering, they made it 'reserve
tendering' so that the bid goes
to the person of their choice,"
he added.

He criticised Telangana
Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao's state-
ment over the Polavaram pro-
ject height and said, "The
Polavaram project height is
already reduced to the maxi-
mum possible level. Now, KCR
says the AP Chief Minister has
agreed to reduce the height.
How can the he be allowed to
involve in our state issues?"

Govt seeks Korean 
know-how for skill devt 
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

As part of the sweeping
changes in the education sec-
tor, the Government of Andhra
Pradesh will be seeking Korean
technology for skill develop-
ment.

A 60-member South Korean
delegation called on Minister
for Education Adimulapu
Suresh here on Friday and
discussed the development of
standards in the education
sector. The delegation, which
will tour the State for three
days, held talks with the
Minister on the development
of skills and other related
issues in the education sector
and explored the possibilities of
mutual cooperation in educa-
tion, IT, agriculture, fisheries,
horticulture and industrial sec-
tors. 

Speaking to the media at the
Secretariat, the Education
Minister said that the Korean
delegation agreed to open a
centre in Korea for Andhra
Pradesh and to establish a
Korean technical institute
there. "We have discussed the
partnership for imparting
training in Block Chain

Technology and on using
Korean methods for skill devel-
opment and training of teach-
ers. The government would
start new educational pro-
grammes with South Korean
collaboration," he said. 

Minister Adimulapu Suresh
said that the government has
constituted two commissions
as a part of revolutionary
reforms and appointed Justice
Kantha Rao and Justice
Eshwaraiah as chairpersons.
These committees will have full
powers in regulating fees, mon-
itoring of standards in educa-
tional institutions and other
matters.

PNS n TIRUPATI

The annual nine-day
Brahmotsavams of Sri
Venkateswara Swamy at
Tirumala was released by TTD
Chairman YV Subba Reddy,
along with TTD EO Anil
Kumar Singhal.

The poster release event
took place at Sri Padmavathi
Rest House in Tirupati on
Friday. Speaking on the occa-
sion, the Chairman said elab-
orate arrangements are under-
way for the Navahnika
Brahmotsavams, which will
be celebrated from September
30 till October 8 at Tirumala.

Every year, the annual
Brahmotsavams are celebrated
on a grand note with religious
fervour and grandeur. 

"We will be inviting the
Chief Minister YS Jaganmohan
Reddy for this mega festival.
The Chief Minister will present
silk vastrams to Sri
Venkateswara Swamy on

behalf of the government, on
the first day on September 30
as per the practice. The devo-
tees all over the country are
invited to take part in this
grand nine day festival", he
maintained. Special Officer of
Tirumala AV Dharma Reddy,
JEO P Basant Kumar, CVSO
Gopinath Jatti were also pre-
sent.

TTD Chairman releases
poster on Brahmotsavams 

Max Bupa to offer health insurance
solutions to Indian Bank customers
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Max Bupa announced a ban-
cassurance corporate agency
agreement with Indian Bank.
Under the agreement, Max
Bupa will provide bespoke and
comprehensive health insur-
ance solutions and services to
over 40 million customers of
Indian Bank, spread across
2,800 branch networks through
a slew of digital touch points.

As part of the tie-up, Max
Bupa will provide customisable
product variants, tailor made to
meet the differentiated health
needs of the bank's diverse cus-
tomer base spread across the
country. The offerings include
both retail and group health
insurance products, including
Indemnity and Fixed Benefit
products.

Additionally, its digital sell-
er application - InstaInsure, will
allow Indian Bank to sell Max
Bupa products securely via
handheld devices, making the
health insurance journey fur-

ther simplified, with the aid of
a streamlined and interactive
support system. The relation-
ship managers can use the app
to complete the policy sale
process, including the collec-
tion of payment from cus-
tomers electronically.

Moreover, Max Bupa will
provide best in class service to
Indian Bank customers, includ-
ing preauthorisation of cashless
claims within 30 minutes and
access to 6700+ top quality hos-
pitals across the country for
medical care. Besides, the

Indian Bank's customers can
also download Max Bupa
health app to avail OPD and
Pharmacy services instantly to
manage their health anytime
anywhere.

Ashish Mehrotra, MD &
CEO, Max Bupa said, "We are
extremely delighted to partner
with Indian Bank and are com-
mitted to help over 40 million
customers of the bank lead
healthier, more successful lives.
With our tie up with Indian
Bank, we are offering our cus-
tomisable health insurance
solutions to Indian Bank's
strong customer base spread

Korean delegation calls on Chief Minister YS Jaganmohan Reddy at the Secretariat in Amaravati on Friday

n A 60-member South Korean delegation
called on Minister for Education
Adimulapu Suresh here on Friday and
discussed the development of standards
in the education sector

n Minister Adimulapu
Suresh said that the
government has
constituted two
commissions as a part of
revolutionary reforms and
appointed Justice Kantha
Rao and Justice
Eshwaraiah as
chairpersons

n The delegation, which will tour
the State for three days, held talks
with the Minister on the
development of skills and other
related issues in the education
sector and explored the
possibilities of mutual
cooperation in education, IT,
agriculture, fisheries, horticulture
and industrial sectors 

n "Reverse tendering in
Polavaram project is a
wrong decision. There
were no instances of
reverse tendering in such
large scale projects in our
country before," pointed
out TDP Chief

n "The Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) and
Polavaram Project
Authority (PPA) didn't find
any irregularities in the
project," says Naidu 

"The State government has failed to retrieve
the boat that capsized in the River Godavari.
But, it is cancelling the previous tenders and
going for reverse tendering”, says Naidu

TTD Chairman YV Subba Reddy, along with TTD EO Anil Kumar Singhal,
releasing a poster on Brahmotsavams in Tiruapati on Friday

Chief Minister YS
Jaganmohan Reddy
will be invited for the
Brahmotsavams,
which are slated from
September 30

PETA lauds AI proposal to go vegan
IANS n LUCKNOW

People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals (PETA)
has praised Air India for its
proposal to serve its crew
cost-effective low-fat meals
in an attempt to tackle its
financial crisis.

PETA India has sent a let-
ter to Air India Chairman and
Managing Director Ashwani
Lohani urging him to intro-
duce a policy of serving vegan
meals to the crew as well as
passengers on all domestic
and international flights.

PETA India has said that
such a move would support
the government's Eat Right
India initiative, cut costs and
help animals and the planet.

The letter sent by Kiran
Ahuja, Vegan Outreach
Coordinator of PETA India,
said that the initiative fits per-
fectly with the government
campaign and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's Fit India
Movement.

"The healthiest, most cost-
effective meals that are also
good for animals and the plan-
et are vegan (that is, entirely
plant-based). We suggest you
bring down your costs, pro-
mote healthy eating, reduce
Air India's carbon footprint,
and protect animals by serving
crew and passengers only deli-
cious vegan meals on all your
flights," the letter says.

The letter further points
out that meat, milk, cheese and
eggs are expensive, whereas
some of the most versatile
vegan foods, including beans,
rice, pasta, vegetables and
fruit, cost relatively less in
comparison. Consuming
meat, eggs and dairy increas-
es the risk of suffering from
ailments such as heart disease,
diabetes, obesity and cancer.

"Indeed, India is the 'dia-
betes capital of the world' and
heart disease is the leading
cause of death here. The

United Nations estimated that
non-communicable diseases,
which are largely caused by the
consumption of meat and
other animal-derived foods,
would cost India's economy
more than $6 trillion between
2012 and 2030," the letter said.

Research published in the
American Journal of Clinical
Nutrition concluded that "the
incidence of all cancers com-
bined was lower among vege-
tarians than among meat
eaters".

Another study found that
'vegan diets showed statistical-
ly significant protection for
overall cancer incidence in
both genders combined and
for female-specific cancers'
and that vegetarians seemed to
have a reduced risk of suffer-

ing from cancers of the gas-
trointestinal system.

Regarding diabetes, a study
of over 40,000 people pub-
lished in nutrition, metabo-
lism and cardiovascular dis-
eases concluded that vegetar-
ian diets were associated with
a substantial and indepen-
dent reduction in diabetes
incidence.

The PETA coordinator fur-
ther said: "Air India already
serves only vegetarian meals
on domestic flights and will
soon end its use of plastic, but
your company, your employ-
ees, your passengers, the envi-
ronment, and animals would
benefit hugely if you went
one step further. We would be
happy to assist with menu-
planning."  

Rahul Bose to pledge for organ donation 
IANS n NEW DELHI

Actor-director and sportsper-
son Rahul Bose will soon be
signing up for "deceased organ
donation" for donation after
death.

Bose, in a conversation with
IANS, made the announce-
ment and said that he is happy
to "pledge everything" from
bone, tissue, cornea and every
single part human beings can
benefit from.

"I'll pledge every square
inch of my body," said the 52-
year-old actor. "The Japanese
Wife" actor is a panelist at an
upcoming discussion organ-
ised by CII's Indian Women
Network and Yi (Young
Indians) Delhi Chapters on
September 24 in New Delhi.
According to Bose, he will be
formally signing up for dona-
tion of his organs on the date.

He already supports the
causes of equalising develop-
ment through children's edu-
cation and preventing child
sexual abuse through his foun-
dations.  It's very simple for
me, I take any way by which I
can help human beings lead a

better life... I've dedicated the
past 14 years of my life to these
causes, and supporting many
other causes in a smaller way.
So, if I can help other human
beings (by donating organs),
why wouldn't I?"

"If you're going to die, (and
post that) if your body can be
used to benefit eight to nine
other human beings in terms
of organs, what would be
greater good karma."  The
event, happening in partner-

ship with MOHAN (Multi
Organ Harvesting Aid
Network) Foundation is
backed by industry and com-
merce body CII, which gives
the actor some hope about the
mainstreaming of organ dona-
tion in the country.

"It's so unpopular right
now... In India, there's one
organ donor per one million
people, whereas in Spain, there
are 49 per 10 lakh people."

Does he encourage more
and more people to donate
their organs?

"I would encourage other
people to find out more about
it, allay their fears, supersti-
tions and irrational beliefs.
Only when you're satisfied,
they definitely should." Bose
was recently in news for Rs 442
bill  he was given at a
Chandigarh hotel for just two
bananas.  

n PETA India has sent a letter to Air India Chairman and
Managing Director Ashwani Lohani urging him to introduce
a policy of serving vegan meals to the crew as well as
passengers on all domestic and international flights

n PETA India has said
that such a move
would support the
government's Eat
Right India initiative,
cut costs and help
animals and the planet

n The letter sent by Kiran Ahuja,
Vegan Outreach Coordinator
of PETA India, said that the
initiative fits perfectly with the
government campaign and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's Fit India Movement

Research published in the American Journal
of Clinical Nutrition concluded that "the
incidence of all cancers combined was lower
among vegetarians than among meat eaters".
Another study found that 'vegan diets showed
significant protection for overall cancer
incidence in both genders combined 

n "If you're going to die,
(and post that) if your
body can be used to
benefit eight to nine
other human beings in
terms of organs, what
would be greater good
karma"  

n The event, happening
in partnership with
MOHAN (Multi Organ
Harvesting Aid
Network) Foundation is
backed by industry and
commerce body CII,
which gives Rahul Bose
some hope about the
mainstreaming of
organ donation in the
country

(L-R)  Ashish Mehrotra, MD & CEO, Max Bupa Health Insurance, Shenoy
Vishwanath Vittal, Executive Director, Indian Bank and M K Bhattacharya,
Executive Director, Indian Bank, during the signing agreement between Max Bupa
Health Insurance and Indian Bank

Max Bupa will provide
best in class service to
Indian Bank
customers, including
preauthorisation of
cashless claims within
30 minutes

PNS n NALGONDA

Several speakers at an aware-
ness programme on Friday
exhorted girl students to be
careful while sharing
their personal infor-
mation on social
media platforms
like Facebook and
Whatsapp. The
Indian Medical
Association (IMA)-
Women Doctors’
Wing, in association with
Cyber Crime Police, con-
ducted the awareness pro-
gramme on cybercrimes at
Neelagiri Degree College in
Nalgonda, which was attend-
ed by more than 250 girl stu-
dents.

Speaking on the occsaion,

Inspector of Police (Cyber
Crimes) Suresh Babu said
that the girls should think
twice while sharing their
personal information on

social media platforms
as there is a chance

for cyber crooks to
misuse the person-
al information. "In
majority of the

cybercrimes, girls
and women were vic-

tims. The girls should
immediately approach the
police when they face any
harassment on social media
platforms," he said.

He also explained the stu-
dents about the precaution-
ary measures to be taken to
avoid falling prey to cyber
crooks.

Girls told to be wary
of social media
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Kodela death:
PIL in Hyd
against CBI,
TS Govt 
Hyderabad: A Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) was filed in
the Telangana High Court
seeking court monitored CBI
probe into the death of for-
mer AP assembly speaker
Kodela Siva Prasada Rao.
The petition was filed by one
B Anil Kumar. He made the
Telangana Government, CBI
and Banjara Hills police as
respondents in the case 

In his petition, Anil kumar
told the court that the death
of senior TDP Leader was
not a mere suicide. He also
said that Kodela was a great
doctor and added that there
was no need for Kodela to
commit any suicide. He
urged the court to order a
CBI inquiry in the suicide
incident of the veteran TDP
Leader.

Mandal HQs to
get double-lane
connectivity
PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

In what can be called as a
major project and pertains to
widening roads leading to
mandal headquarters, the
Road & Building department
will convert single-lane con-
necting roads to double-lane. 

It will also reconstruct old,
dilapidated and narrow
bridges to provide all-weath-
er road network connectivity.
The programme, started by
BRICS, is funded by New
Development Bank (NDB).

"Under the programme,
3000 kms of single lane roads
will be doubled at a cost of Rs
6,400 crore. Also, around 400
narrow and old bridges on the
stretches will be reconstruct-
ed. The works will be ground-
ed during this financial year
and will be completed within
four years," informed R&B
Minister, Dharmana Krishna
Das here on Friday.

The Union Government
and State Government would
bear the expenses in a 70:30
Ratio.

NDB will provide two loans
of $323 million each for
Andhra Pradesh Roads and
Bridges Reconstruction
Project (APRBRP) and
Andhra Pradesh Mandal
Connectivity and Rural
Connectivity Improvement
Project (APMCRCIP).

According to the Minister,
the department is readying
Detailed Project Reports for
renovation of weak bridges
across the State. Around 278

bridges are identified for face-
lift towards which the project-
ed cost is Rs 1, 500 crore.

Meanwhile, delay in the
approval of forest clearance
has hindered progress of road
works in the Left-wing
extremism affected areas.
Around 39 road projects have
been sanctioned at a cost of Rs
329 crore under Rural
Connectivity project in naxal-
affected areas in the districts
of Srikakulam, Vizianagaram,
Visakhapatnam and East
Godavari. Of this, 28 works are
in progress at an estimated
cost of Rs 230 crore while 11
works against an estimated
cost of Rs 50 crore are yet to
be taken up.  

Asked about the forest clear-
ance issue, Principal Secretary
for Roads and Building
Development, MT Krishna
Babu said, "Six road works
required forest clearance,
including five in East Godavari
and one in Vizianagaram. As
the area to be diverted for the
work is below five acres, for-
est officials at the zonal level
can approve it. It takes time as
the rules are quite stringent.

The Union
Government
and State
Government would
bear the expenses in
a 70:30 Ratio

People urged to shun plastic 
bags and flexi banners
PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

"We should switch to reusable 
shopping bags and cloth ban-
ners. Reusable shopping bags
made from renewable materi-
als conserve resources by
replacing paper and plastic
bags," said Ch Manjulatha,
HOD of Andhra University
Zoology department. 

An awareness program was
organized on "Beat Plastic
Pollution - Say No to Flexi
Banners" by Paryavarana
Margadarsi Vaisakhi and
Green Climate Team, at SVVP
Degre College here on Friday.

SVVVP Degree College
Principal Lawrence said
"Plastic pollution can
unfavourably affect lands,
waterways and oceans. Plastic
pollution has the potential to
poison animals, which can
then adversely affect human
food supplies. Humans are
also affected by pollution cre-
ated by plastic, such as through
the disruption of the thyroid
hormone axis or hormone lev-
els. Due to the use of chemical
additives during plastic pro-
duction, plastics have poten-
tially harmful effects that could
prove to be carcinogenic or
promote endocrine disrup-
tion".

Sheetal Madan from
Extinction Rebellion Vizag
chapter said "Climate change
and global warming is the
major issue today worldwide.
In this context we are coming
up with carious awareness pro-
grams, which are working on

creating awareness on Climate
change and Environmental
justice. Any organizations or
Institutions who want to come
forward to put in awareness
programs can contact us on
9090143322, 9885830838". 

Puvvada Sudha Rani from

Shreya Foundation said that
there is a global Climate
Emergency in more than 18
countries and 985 cities world-
wide. We are losing our
resources rapidly in all con-
texts. As an initial step we need
to come forward by saying No

to Plastic and Flexi banners.
"Earth is meant for all life

and not just Human life. The
Plastic waste is one of many
types of wastes that take too
long to decompose. Normally,
plastic items can take up to
1000 years to decompose in
landfills. Plastic bags tend to
disrupt the environment in a
serious way. They get into soil
and slowly release toxic chem-
icals. They eventually break
down into the soil. If we do not
act now to protect our Mother
Earth we would face most dif-
ficult days ahead," said J
Rajeswari, Secretary of PMV. 

An awareness program was organized
on "Beat Plastic Pollution - Say No to
Flexi Banners" by Paryavarana
Margadarsi Vaisakhi and Green
Climate Team, at SVVP Degre College
here on Friday

TODAY IS WORLD ALZHEIMER'S DAY 

People with Alzheimer's need 
to be handled with patience
PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Alzheimer's disease, which is
affecting an increasing number
of people across the globe, is
very painful for both the
patient and the individual's
family and friends.

Alas, it is only at an
advanced stage that one gets to
know that a person is suffering
from Alzheimer's disease as it
progresses over a period of
time. 

In simple words it starts with
memory disturbances of recent
events and then progresses to
an extent that they cannot
even identify their immediate
kith and kin. 

Many doctors have been
cautioning people against
ignoring the first symptoms of
the disease, which was first
described by Alois Alzheimer.
As part of spreading awareness,
and urging family members to
keep track they state that it
starts in an area of brain called
hippocampus that is involved
in memory circuit formation.
Later it spreads to other areas
of brain leading to long term
memory involvement, behav-
ioral changes. It causes signif-
icant burden to the patient and
also the caregivers. 

Indian more than four mil-
lion people suffer from one
form of dementia or the other
with Alzheimer's bearing the
highest incidence. It is forecast
to reach 7.5 million by the end

of 2030.          
According to Dr Kiran

Buddaraju, Consultant
Nuerologist, KIMS ICON
Hospital here, hypertension
plays a role as are elevated cho-

lesterol levels. Diabetes, seden-
tary life style and an earlier
head injury are associated with
increased risk. 

There are times when fam-
ily members and caregivers get
frustrated with Alzheimer's
disease patients. Logic and
reasoning become impaired
in demented patients. 

Disturbed sleep is a major
cause of increase in agitation,
hallucinations and delusions. 

Dr Buddaraju suggest that
there should be a regular diet
supplementation with vitamin
E, B12, Omega 3 fatty acids and
Co-Q10, the last strictly at the
direction of a dietician.
Exercise should be encouraged
so that sedentary life can be
prevented. Control of risk
factors like hypertension, dia-
betes, smoking and alcohol
should be undertaken. 

Unfortunately, there are no
curative medicines for
Alzheimer's disease. Drugs
that can slow the disease
process are available in the
market. 

The caretakers need to
develop patience and also
ensure that they follow the reg-
imen prescribed by the doctor,
who is taking of the patient's
treatment.

Unfortunately, there are no
curative medicines for
Alzheimer's disease.
Drugs that can slow the
disease process are available
in the market

Governor Tamilisai Soundararajan and Telangana Home Minister Mohd Mahmood Ali receiving Vice President of India M
Venkaiah Naidu at Bengumpet Airport on Friday

WARM WWELCOME

Padmavathi will
win Huzurnagar
by-poll, says
Komatireddy
PNS n HYDERABAD

Congress MP from Bhongir
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy
said that they would ensure
the victory of Padmavathi,
spouse of TPCC chief Uttam
Kumar Reddy, in Huzurnagar
by-election. On Friday at
Suryapet, Komatireddy said
that the Congress is in tough
phase. It is not correct to dis-
pute in regard to Huzurnagar
constituency candidate at this
juncture, he said. 

Komatireddy said that
Manakondur MLA Rasamai
Balakishan comments are
best example to tell about the
internal rumblings in TRS.
He stated that the High Court
verdict on Errum Manzil
would teach a lesson to the
state government. The Chief
Minister, K Chandrashekhar
Rao bankrupted the state,
he alleged and said that so far,
over 30 per cent of farmers
have not yet received Rythu
Bandhu amount though the
Kharif season ended.

He further alleged that the
state government is spreading
falsehood on Mission
Bhagiratha scheme saying
over 56 lakh households are
receiving Mission Bhagiratha
scheme water. 

No hike in home prices likely for next two years: Credai
PNS n HYDERABAD

As apprehension of property
prices going up is causing
worry to prospective home
buyers, CREDAI Telangana
chapter hinted that there may
not be any price rise over at

least for the next two years in
Hyderabad, as already prices
have reached a peak. 

"The USP of Hyderabad
real estate market is affordabil-
ity. But of late, there are appre-
hensions rising among not just
homebuyers but also among

builders that home prices may
go up due to the huge rise in
land prices. But there is no
need to panic as at least for the

next two years, there may not
be increase in house prices.
Because already prices have
increased considerably in the
past two years and there is no
scope for further rise as it
might impact sales," said
CREDAI chairman G Rama

Reddy. He further said that
city real estate might see
growth over the next two
years, though the sector will
slow down all over the coun-
try, as most of the IT compa-
nies are stil preferring
Hyderabad and Bangalore.

PNS n HYDERABAD

TPCC working president and
Malkajgiri MP A Revanth
Reddy demanded the Chief
Minister K Chandrashekhar
Rao to set up Telangana State
Youth Commission, which
should be an autonomous
body, to address the problems
of the youth in the state. 

Revanth Reddy addressed an
open letter to the Chief Minister
in this regard. In the letter,
Revanth Reddy said that the
youth are being subjected to
severe negligence during last five
years rule of the TRS govern-
ment as the youth didn't get jobs. 

He said in his letter that there
is a need to the Chief Minister
to know the problems of the

youth and the prevailing
ground realities in Telangana
state. He said that he is bring-
ing Union Labor Minister
Santosh Kumar
Ganguar's state-
ment that the
employment oppor-
tunities are more in the

nation but there are no skilled
youth available for the jobs. 

Revanth Reddy questioned
KCR saying that TRS govern-
ment filled only 31,000 jobs
through TSPSC and 28,000
jobs through TSLPRB. The
government suppressed the

Telangana youth with false-
hood policies, he slammed
alleging that the government
failed to implement the
Unemployment Allowance
Scheme though the
CMassured before Assembly
elections. There are over 20
lakh unemployed youth in the
state and 1.25 lakh are gradu-
ating every year and searching
for a job, the MP alleged in his
letter. Telangana stood at 22nd
place as per Periodic Labor
Force Survey conducted by NSO
in regard to unemployment. The
survey clearly states that the
unemployment problem in the
state is severe. Telangana got a
place only after Bihar, Jammu and
Kashmir, Kerala and Odisha in
the list. 

Set up youth panel, Revanth tells KCR

MRPS slams KCR
over Cabinet
expansion
Warangal: MRPS president
Manda Krishna Madiga
expressed concern over Dalits
not finding place in the
Telangana Cabinet, but
Reddys' and BCs getting top
priority in distribution of
ministerial berths.  He alleged
that Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao did
injustice to rest of the com-
munities to give leverage to
the two communities.  He
demanded a public explana-
tion from the CM in this
regard. 

‘Telangana State needs
to create inland ports’
PNS n HYDERABAD

The state of Telangana needs to
create more inland ports and
start partnership with rail-
ways to surge ahead in logis-
tics sector, said N Sivasailam,
IAS, Special Secretary
(Logistics), Ministry of
Commerce and Industry. He
was addressing the gathering at
'India's Logistics Sector: On the
Path of Transformation' con-
ference held at The Federation
of Telangana Chambers of
Commerce and Industry.

Speaking on the occasion, he
said, "Currently the state of
Telangana is in 8th position in
logistics index while Gujarat
state is in the top position."
Sivasailam while emphasising
the importance of logistics in
modern world, enumerated
the steps and policy initiatives
taken by Government of India
to make easy and transparent
process along with ease of
doing business. 

He ruled that the gains
made in manufacturing is lost
at border trade where the cost
at borders is 7 times higher
making us one of the costliest
country in movement of
goods. He urged the govern-
ment the need to shift focus

from Passenger ONLY to
freight also specially wrt rail-
way logistics.

"Hyderabad is the best loca-
tion to put logistics infrastruc-
ture. The state has best connec-
tivity, location advantage,
country longest Outer Ring
Road in place, huge pool of

land bank and investor friend-
ly policies. Many e-commerce
companies have set up and are
planning for setting up their
operations in Hyderabad" said
Jayesh Ranjan, IAS, Principal
Secretary, Industries and
Commerce Department, Govt.
of Telangana.

The logistics conference
first-of-its-kind in India is
supported by the State
Government and trade bodies
is held to discuss government
policies, opportunities and
challenges of this sector and
promote and provide technol-
ogy based knowledge sharing
among the stakeholders. 

N Sivasailam, IAS, Special Secretary (Logistics), Ministry of Commerce and
Industry at the conference in Hyderabad

Currently the state of
Telangana is in 8th
position in logistics

index while Gujarat state is in
the top position

N SIVASAILAM, IAS
Special Secretary (Logistics), Ministry of

Commerce and Industry

The logistics
conference first-of-its-
kind in India is
supported by the State
Government

Six-lane marine
drive across
coast put on
back burner
Continued from P1

Answering a query at a press-
er here, Principal Secretary of
Transport, Roads and
Building Development, MT
Krishna Babu, clarified that
the project was not onn the
priority list of the govern-
ment.

"Our focus is to ensure
good road connectivity to
every nook and corner of the
city. The projects that are nec-
essary will be taken up on a
priority basis," he said.

Minister Dharmana
Krishna Das said the govern-
ment had taken up many
reforms in tender process.
Reverse tendering is one such
initiative. "Recently, we gave
the go ahead to works with
agreement value that was
less than Rs 10 crore and with
expenditure less than 25 per-
cent. The projects costing
more than Rs 10 crore will be
continued but based on their
importance," he stated.  

The beach road corridor
project was planned in four
packages: Ichchapuram to
Visakhapatnam (250 km),
Visakhapatnam to Narsapur
(260 km), Narsapur to
Ongole (260 km) and Ongole
to Tada (240 km).

‘Don't participate 
in TV discussions’
K VENKATESHWARLU
n HYDERABAD

TPCC has directed its official
spokespersons not to partici-
pate in the discussions in the
television channels. According
to sources, the TPCC organ-
ised a meeting with TPCC
official spokespersons on
Friday.

In the meeting, the TPCC
vice-president Mallu Ravi on
behalf of TPCC chief N Uttam
Kumar Reddy directed the
official spokespersons not to
go to television channels for
discussions. About 50 official
spokespersons attended the
meeting out of 73 official
spokespersons.

Dr Kiran Buddaraju

TRS government
filled only 31,000

jobs through TSPSC
and 28,000 jobs through
TSLPRB. The govt
suppressed the youth with
falsehood policies

—REVANTH REDDY
Malkajgiri MP
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MP seeks Rs 11,906-
crore flood relief
package from Centre
BHOPAL: Madhya Pradesh
suffered a loss of Rs 11,906
crore during the recent floods,
state government officials have
told a visiting central team and
sought immediate financial aid
for relief and rehabilitation
work. The officials made a
formal request for financial
assistance of Rs 11,906 crore
to Madhya Pradesh before the
central team, headed by
Sandeep Poundrik, joint
secretary, National Disaster
Management Authority,
currently visiting the state, a
public relations department
officer said on Friday.
The loss figure is based on
initial assessment of damage
caused by heavy rains and
subsequent floods which have
claimed 225 lives so far.
The officials on Thursday held a
meeting with central
team members and told them
that 36 of the 52 districts have
suffered huge losses due to
heavy rains and floods, he said.
According to the officer, the
five-member team was
informed that the state has
recorded 1203.5 mm rainfall till
September 17, which is 37 per
cent more than the normal.
Due to heavy downpour, crops
on 24 lakh hectare of land
worth Rs 9,600 crore were
destroyed as per initial
assessment, affecting about 22
lakh farmers, he said. Roads
suffered damage to the tune of
Rs 1,566 crore.
The central team was told that
225 people and 1,400 cattle
were killed in heavy rains,
floods and lightning, the Public
Relations Department officer
said. Madhya Pradesh Principal
Secretary (revenue) Manish
Rastogi informed the meeting
that the state government
provided an immediate relief of
Rs 125 crore to the affected
people from the State Disaster
Response Fund (SDRF).
Rastogi said a survey of crop
damage is underway
across the state and final
estimation of loss would be
prepared by September 27.

Major fire at Haldia
Petrochemical's unit;
15 injured
HALDIA: A major fire broke out
at the naphtha cracker unit of
the Haldia Petrochemicals
Limited here on Friday injuring
15 people, a senior police
officer said.
The blaze that broke out at
11.15 am, was yet to be
brought under control, Purba
Medinipur Superintendent of
Police V Solomon Nesakumar
said. The injured have been
rushed to a nearby hospital, he
said. The condition of three of
the injured is "very serious",
while the rest have suffered
"moderate burns" the SP said.
Some of the injured were being
brought to Kolkata for
treatment, he said. The police
officer could not say whether
workers are trapped inside the
unit. District Magistrate Partha
Ghosh said, "I am not aware
of the incident. I am busy with
other things.

Pak always underestimated our
national leadership: IAF chief
PNS n MUMBAI

Pakistan always underesti-
mated India's national leader-
ship and they did the same
during the Balakot air strikes,
IAF chief Air Chief Marshal
Birender Singh Dhanoa said
here on Friday.

The IAF chief, who retires
later this month, was speaking
at the India Today Conclave.

"You must remember that
Pakistan has always underes-
timated our national leader-
ship. Always. In the 1965 war,
they underestimated Lal
Bahadur Shastri. They never
expected him to open up the
front and go to Lahore," he
said.

"And then they were sur-
prised. They had thought
that he will be only fighting
in Kashmir... They were sur-
prised. In the Kargil conflict,
they were again surprised.
They never expected us to
pull all our forces and get
our Bofors guns and get the
Air Force into it and take
them out," the IAF chief
said.

"So they have always mis-
calculated. Even now, after
Pulwama (terror attack) hap-
pened, I think they had mis-
calculated, thinking that our
political leadership will not
permit such a (Balakot-like)
strike. It is not that our Air
Force is not capable. They

(Pakistan) know what our
capability is. But they were
always under the impression
that our leadership will not
(act)," he said.

In February this year, India
carried out air strikes across
the LoC and destroyed terror
camps in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province inside
Pakistan.

The strikes involving sever-
al fighter jets destroyed camps

belonging to Pakistan-based
terror outfits in Balakot.

Air Chief Marshal Dhanoa,
PVSM, AVSM, YSM, VM,
ADC is the 25th IAF chief and
assumed the post in December
2016 after Air Chief Marshal
Arup Raha retired.

Air Chief Marshal Dhanoa
will be succeeded by Air

Marshal RKS Bhadauria,
who was named as the next
IAF chief recently. 

So they have always miscalculated. Even now, after
Pulwama (terror attack) happened, I think they had
miscalculated, thinking that our political leadership will

not permit such a (Balakot-like) strike
BIRENDER SINGH DHANOA, IAF chief Air Chief Marshal 

Dhanoa hails national
leadership for
Abhinandan's quick release
PNS n MUMBAI

Air Chief Marshal B S
Dhanoa on Friday credited
the national leadership for
getting back Wing
Commander Abhinandan
Varthaman in record time
after his capture by Pakistan
during military confrontation
in February.

He also said the Indian
Air Force (IAF) is ready for
any military confrontation
with Pakistan, but a decision
about this has to be taken by
the political leadership.

The 36-year-old IAF pilot
Abhinandan was captured
by the Pakistani Army on
February 27 after his MiG-
21 Bison jet was shot down
in a dogfight with Pakistani
jets during aerial combat, a
day after the air-strikes on
terror camps at Balakot deep
inside the neighbouring
country.

Before his jet was hit, he
downed an F-16 fighter of
Pakistan. Abhinandan was
released on the night of
March 1 by Pakistan.

Speaking at the India
Today conclave here, Air
Chief Marshal Dhanoa said
he knew Abhinandan since
he was a child as he has
worked with his father, who
was an IAF veteran.

"In Kargil, we lost Flight
Commander Ajay Ahuja.
He ejected (from his jet) but
after he landed (across the
border in Pakistan) he was
shot... that was playing in my
mind.

"I told Abhinandan's
father that we couldn't get
Ahuja back but will bring
Abhinandan. It is credit to
the national leadership that
we could get Abhinandan in
record time," the IAF chief
said.

Asked about his flight
with Wing Commander
Abhinandan recently, Air
Chief Marshal Dhanoa said,
"I wanted to fly one sortie
before I hang my uniform.
Abhinandan had been med-
ically cleared. He sat in the
rear and I sat in the front."

The IAF chief is due to
retire later this month.

Friday prayers:
Fresh curbs in
Kashmir Valley 
PTI n SRINAGAR

Fresh restrictions were
imposed in parts of Kashmir
on Friday as a precautionary
measure to maintain law and
order in view of congrega-
tional prayers, officials said.

Normal life continued to
remain affected across the
valley for the 47th consecutive
day with markets closed and
public transport off the roads,
the officials said.

Restrictions under Section
144 CrPc have been imposed
in few areas of the valley to
maintain law and order, the
officials said.

They said the curbs have
been imposed in Nowhatta
and adjoining areas in down-
town (interior city) and
Anchar area of Soura police
station in Srinagar.

The restrictions have also
been imposed in Kupwara
and Handwara police districts
and the main towns of
Ganderbal, Anantnag and
Bijbehara, the officials added.

Security forces have been
deployed in strength in vul-
nerable areas in the rest of the
valley, they said.

The officials said the curbs
were a precautionary mea-
sure to maintain law and order
in view of apprehensions that
vested interests might exploit
the large Friday prayer gath-
erings at big mosques and
shrines to fuel protests.

Friday prayers have not
been allowed at any of the
major mosques or shrines –
including Jamia Masjid in
Nowhatta or Dargah Sharief in
Hazratbal - in the valley for the
past over a month now.

Restrictions were first
imposed across Kashmir on
August 5 when the Centre
announced its decision to
abrogate Article 370 of the
Constitution and bifurcate the

state into two Union territo-
ries. The restrictions were lift-
ed in phases from many parts
of the valley.

Internet services have
remained suspended across
all platforms, they said. While
landlines across the valley
were functional, voice calls on
mobile devices were working
only in Kupwara and
Handwara police districts of
north Kashmir, they added.

The efforts of the state gov-
ernment to open schools have
not borne fruit as parents
continued to keep children at
home due to apprehensions
about their safety.

Most of the top-level and
second rung mainstream
politicians, including three
former chief ministers –
Farooq Abdullah, Omar
Abdullah and Mehbooba
Mufti, continued to be in
detention or under house
arrest.

While NC president Farooq
Abdullah was first placed
under house arrest, he was on
Tuesday booked under the
Public Safety Act (PSA).

His son Omar and PDP
president Mehbooba Mufti
were detained on the night of
August 4 -- hours before the
Centre announced its decision
to abrogate Article 370 of the
Constitution and to bifurcate
the state into two Union ter-
ritories.

Restrictions
under Section
144 CrPc have
been imposed in
few areas of the
valley to
maintain law
and order

‘Attackers would be ‘rehabilitated mentally'’
PNS n KOLKATA

A day after he was heckled at
Jadavpur University here,
Union minister Babul Supriyo
on Friday described his attack-
ers as "cowards and hooligans"
who would be found soon, but
would not be dealt in a simi-
lar manner rather "rehabili-
tated mentally".

Zeroing in on a picture of a
student pulling him by his
hair, Supriyo in a tweet, won-
dered what action would the
Mamata Banerjee-led TMC
government take against the
student for assaulting him
without any provocation.

"This is the guy who led the
assault in #JadavpurUniversity
.. we will find him out and
then see what
@MamataOfficial does to him
in terms of charging him for
assault without ANY

PROVOCATION whatsoever
from our/my side," he tweet-
ed.

Posting pictures of his
assault at the campus
Thursday when he had gone
to address a seminar organised
by Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) - the student
wing of the RSS, Supriyo,
Union Minister of State for
Environment, said those who
were involved in his assault
would be "found out" soon.

"These cowards will not be
allowed to malign & tarnish
the image of

#JadavpurUniversity .. U
shall be found out by us
soon but dont worry, you
shall not be treated in the
manner you treated me,"
Supriyo, BJP Lok Sabha
member from Asansol in\
West Bengal, tweeted.

"We shall rehabilitate you
mentally so that you & your
Hooligan Friends (all footages
available with the
media) behave like
you are supposed
to behave as
students .. till
then," he said.

The union minister was on
Thursday shown black flags
and heckled by a section of stu-
dents at the university, who also
stopped him from leaving the
campus, prompting West Bengal
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar
to rush to the campus.

Supriyo had gone to the
university to address a semi-
nar organised by the Akhil

B h a r a t i y a
Vidyar thi

Parishad
(ABVP) -
the stu-
d e n t
wing of

the RSS.

BJP takes out
rally in Kolkata 
KOLKATA: The BJP on Friday
took out a rally in the city to
protest against the assault on
Union Minister Babul Supriyo
at Jadavpur University. Senior
BJP leaders Sayantan Basu and
Raju Banerjee were seen
leading the protest march from
state BJP headquarters in
central Kolkata. Carrying
posters and placards
condemning the attack, the
saffron party activists
demanded that action be
immediately taken against the

assaulters. "Leftist
mercenaries of JU should
be beaten up black and
blue. This attack that took

place yesterday was a joint
effort by CPI(M) and TMC,"
Basu said.

Babul Supriyo (SuPriyoBabul)
This is the guy who led the assault in #JadavpurUniversity

.. we will find him out and then see what @Mamata Official does
to him in terms of charging him for assault without ANY
PROVOCATION whatsoever from our/my side

2020 polls: ‘NDA will return to power in Bihar with 200 seats’
PNS n PATNA

Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar on Friday categorical-
ly dismissed any rift within the
alliance and predicted that the
NDA will win more than 200
seats in the next year Assembly
election.

He further asserted that
those trying to create a fissure
between his JD(U) and alliance
partner BJP will be in trouble.

Addressing the state council
meeting of the Janata Dal
(United), of which he is the
national president, Kumar lashed
out at his detractors charging
them with "lacking political acu-
men and trying to gain publici-
ty by launching personal attacks
on me..many of them later pri-
vately confiding thatthey did so
because it was their USP".

"I would advise my party
spokesmen, do not get drawn
into all this. Express the party
position on issues firmly but
avoid reacting to every slan-
derous remark that may be
made against me, Kumar said.

"Try to recall the 2010 assem-

bly poll days. Skeptics were
doubting that we will get major-
ity. We ended up winning 206
out of 243 seats. Rest assured we
will cross 200 next year, Kumar
said evoking applause.

NDA had won 39 out of a
total 40 Lok Sabha seats in

Bihar recently. The state will see
poll by the end of 2020.
"There are many who think
there is ghachpach (something
amiss) in our alliance. It is not
so. Those trying to do ghach-
pach are going to be in trouble
(bura haal hone waala hai), let
me assure you, Kumar added.

The JD(U) national presi-
dents statement assumes sig-
nificance in the backdrop of
recent statements by some BJP
leaders who had favoured the
party pressing for having its

own Chief Minister after the
assembly polls next year. Kumar
has been at the helm since 2005
when the JD(U)-BJP combine
ousted Lalu Prasads RJD, which
had ruled the state for more
than a decade.

In 2013, Kumar snapped ties
with the BJP and went on to
form the Grand Alliance with
Prasad, his arch rival, and the
Congress, which won the 2015
assembly polls handsomely. He
returned to the NDA in 2017.
The BJP-led coalition in Bihar

now includes Ram Vilas
Paswans LJP.     Kumar also took
a veiled dig at the RJD and its
leader Tejashwi Yadav, men-
tioning neither by name. 

Some RJD veterans like
Raghuvansh Prasad Singh and
Shivanand Tiwary had, after
the party drew a blank in the
Lok Sabha polls this year, begu
to speak in favour of a fresh tie-
up with Kumar. The proposal,
however, met with outright
rejection by Tejashwi Yadav,
who is Prasads younger son
and was Kumars deputy in the
short-lived Grand Alliance
government.     Notably, money
laundering cases lodged against
Tejashwi and the RJDs stout
refusal to heed demands for his
resignation had led Kumar to
abruptly walk out of the grand
alliance.

Some RJD veterans like Raghuvansh
Prasad Singh and Shivanand Tiwary had,
after the party drew a blank in the Lok
Sabha polls this year, have begun to speak
in favour of a fresh tie-up with Kumar

Normal life hit in
parts of Assam due
to 12-hr bandh
PTI n GUWAHATI

Normal life was affected in parts
of Assam on Friday as a students'
union observed a 12- hour
bandh in the state over exclusion
of members of an indigenous
group from the final NRC.

Asserting that the updated
register, published on August
31, was "full of errors", the All
Koch Rajbongshi Students'
Union (AKRSU) demanded
that members of its commu-
nity, who have been left out, be
immediately included.

One of the protesters told
reporters that AKRSU will
not accept the final NRC as
"the list was full of errors".

He also said that thousands
of Koch Rajbongshi people
have been excluded from the
register. Official sources said
no incident of violence has
been reported from any part of
the state, but the protesters
were seen burning an effigy of
state NRC Coordinator
Prateek Hajela at Nalbari dis-
trict's Kauli area. Almost all
shops, banks, educational
institutes and offices remained
closed in Koch Rajbongshi-
dominated areas of Morigaon,

Kokrajhar, Chirang, Baksa,
Nalbari, Nagaon and Sivasagar
districts, the sources said.

Private vehicles also stayed
off the roads, though state-run
long-distance buses plied on
national highways with police
escort, they said.

Five agitators, including
AKRSU's Kumarkata unit
president Deepak Roy, were
detained by the police during
the day as they refused to lift
a road blockade.

The 12-hour shutdown,
however, did not have much
impact on Guwahati, the
sources added.

More than 19 lakh of the
3.29 crore applicants have
been excluded from the final
National Register of Citizens

(NRC), released in Assam
last month. 

PTI n PANAJI

The Congress student wing in
Goa on Friday welcomed the
Centre's decision to ban e-cig-
arettes in the country and said
this step should be extended to
all tobacco products.

National Students Union of
India (NSUI) Goa chief Ahraz
Mulla, in a letter to Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
lauded the Centre's move to
ban e-cigarettes and said the
step will protect the future of
the country's youth.

The Union government on
Wednesday banned production,
import and sale of e-cigarettes
and similar products, citing
health risk to people, especially
youth. It also said an ordinance
will be brought in to make it an
offence, entailing jail term up to

three years as well as fine.
"The NSUI appreciates your

stand to ban e-cigarettes, but
at the same time we strongly
feel it defies logic taking into
consideration the surprising
move of not touching the
regular cigarettes and other
tobacco products, he said.
Mulla said the selective nature
of the ban makes it problem-
atic for the people of the
country. 

In this exercise what the
government failed to mention
with equal vigour was that
conventional cigarettes are far
more injurious than e-ciga-
rettes, the NSUI leader said.

Mulla said if the govern-
ment was indeed concerned
about the youth, then "we
strongly believe the attack
should have been directly on
the regular cigarettes and
tobacco products". "Taking
into consideration these
points in the interest of the
people of the country, the
NSUI Goa strongly demands
that the government also ban
the regular cigarettes .and
other tobacco products which
are the root cause of tobacco
related deaths and kill every
second person who consumes
them," he said in the letter. One of the

protesters told
reporters that
AKRSU will not
accept the final
NRC as "the list
was full of errors"

In this exercise what
the government failed
to mention with equal

vigour was that conventional
cigarettes are far more
injurious than e-cigarettes

—AHRAZ MULLA
NSUI Goa chief

SARADHA SCAM

Rajeev Kumar fails to
turn up at CBI office
PTI n KOLKATA

Senior IPS officer Rajeev
Kumar failed to turn up at the
city's CBI office yet again on
Friday, a day after the agency
issued a fresh notice,
asking him to appear
before it in connec-
tion with the probe
into Saradha chit
fund scam, sources
said.

The former Kolkata
police commissioner is alleged
to have suppressed evidence
crucial for the investigation
into the multi-crore ponzi
scam.  This was the third
occasion since Saturday

Kumar defied CBI summons
to appear before its investi-
gating team at the CGO com-
plex office in Salt Lake.

A special Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) team had

been searching for Kumar,
who is now the
Additional Director
General of Police in the
Criminal Investigation
Department (CID),

across various locations
in Kolkata. 

In a letter to the West
Bengal Director General of
Police (DGP), the agency had
on Thursday sought Kumar's
phone number on which he
could be contacted.

After e-cigarettes, now ban all
tobacco products: Goa NSUI



W
hich is sovereign, the peo-
ple or Parliament? Is the
Crown — that is the
Government — entitled to
interpret the wishes of the

former and override the latter? Should the
courts intervene in these arguments, some-
thing they have been reluctant to do since
1689? Such arcane questions, once the
dusty preserve of academic jurists, are now
central to politics in Britain. The bedrock of
the UK’s Constitutional settlement, the sep-
aration of powers, has been shaken to its
foundations by Brexit.

There have been so many unprecedent-
ed political events since the referendum in
2016 that is easy to be blasé about the pro-
ceedings taking place in the Supreme Court.
And yet this is arguably the most extraor-
dinary moment of them all. Here are 11
judges sitting to decide whether the Queen
was right to agree to the prorogation of
Parliament or whether the advice she
received from her Prime Minister was
unlawful.

First they must rule on whether this mat-
ter is even for the courts to consider at all.
The High Court in London concluded that
this was non-justiciable because it was con-
cerned with “high policy” and politics, areas
that the courts have conventionally stayed
away from. Three senior judges in Scotland
took the opposite view. Who is right?

A compelling argument for the latter was
made by Lord Pannick QC, who successful-
ly spearheaded the previous case before the
Supreme Court brought by the business-
woman Gina Miller, insisting that a decision
to trigger Article 50 must be taken by
Parliament, not the Government alone.

On the opening day of the hearing in
London, he contended that the exercise of
executive power must be proper, otherwise
it was unlawful. This applied both to statu-
tory and prerogative powers; and since the
courts had a duty to enforce rules of
Constitutional law, the matter was justicia-
ble. It was, Lord Pannick said, the “funda-
mental principle of our Constitutional law
that the executive is answerable to
Parliament.” Ministers are the junior part-
ners and, therefore, cannot effectively close
down the latter for political purposes.

While all this may be true, he chose to
ignore the great big Constitutional elephant
in the room: The referendum. Parliament is
sovereign only in so far as it derives that
authority from the people. It does not exist
as a discrete phenomenon. Had there not
been a referendum, there would not be an
issue. The principle that Parliament is
supreme and the executive is answerable to
it is not seriously questioned. But there must
be a source for that sovereignty. When
Parliament is preventing the implementation
of a majority decision of the people taken in
a referendum, it is arguable that it is
Parliament, not the executive, that is behav-
ing unlawfully.

Our system is a balance
between the powers of its insti-
tutional components. To hear
some MPs and, indeed Lord
Pannick, one would imagine that
what Parliament says goes. Yet
once it handed the decision on
Britain’s membership of the
European Union (EU) to the
people, then it was required to
enact the public will and not
seek to frustrate it.

Perhaps MPs agreed to the
referendum, thinking they were
doing nothing other than allow-
ing the country to reaffirm its
support for the UK’s continued
membership of the EU.
Certainly, former Prime
Minister David Cameron
thought so, as he has made
apparent in his new memoirs.
But it didn’t; so Parliament is no
more entitled to thwart the June
2016 referendum result than it
was the 1975 outcome in favour
of staying. The fact that the lat-
ter was heavily in favour while
the former was much narrower
is irrelevant — at least in prin-
ciple, if not politically.

Even if we leave the referen-
dum aside, the prerogative to
prorogue in this instance does
not undermine parliamentary
sovereignty. It has not removed
Parliament’s power to scrutinise
the actions of the executive, even
if has limited the time for that to

happen.
Furthermore, it was open to

the Commons to pass a motion
of no-confidence in the
Government if it did not like
what it was up to. The reason it
didn’t was because it did not suit
the purposes of the Opposition
to have an election at this time.

Lord Pannick said he was
not questioning the right of a
Prime Minister to prorogue
Parliament for political reasons:
After all, any prorogation in
order to bring forward a Queen’s
speech setting out a new pro-
gramme is a political act. His
objection was that the suspen-
sion in this instance is for much
longer than is necessary because
the Government wants to block
scrutiny of its actions as the
clock ticks down to Brexit day.
It was a political decision.

This is true. It is stretching
credulity to breaking point to
claim that a five-week suspen-
sion is needed to prepare for a
Queen’s speech that the
Government can’t even get
through because it has no major-
ity. But if it is political it is not a
matter for the courts.

As has become the case in
any Brexit argument, the finer
legal points are secondary to the
entrenched positions of both
sides. Those who want the UK
to leave the EU are behind

Boris and those who want to stay
consider his actions to be those
of a despot.

But these are dangerous
times. We are pitting the insti-
tutions that make up our
Constitutional settlement against
each other with no real under-
standing of the consequences.
Moreover, the people versus
Parliament is not a banner
under which any Conservative
Government should be happy to
campaign; yet this is where the
Brexit debate has taken us. If the
Prime Minister has abused his
power then he is answerable to
the Commons, who can bring
him down, and then to the vot-
ers. His call for a general election
has been blocked by the
Opposition, aided by the Fixed-
Term Parliaments Act, which
removed the exercise of the
crown’s prerogative power to dis-
solve Parliament.

The case before the
Supreme Court is unique. The
justices are being asked to decide
between an executive acting to
uphold what it believes to be the
democratic will of the people
expressed through a referendum
and a Parliament seeking to frus-
trate it. If that is not a political
matter then nothing is. The
judges should steer well clear;
but I’m not sure that they will.

(Courtesy: Daily Telegraph)

The law has finally caught up with Swami
Chinmayanand whose wrongdoings had
cost the nation its collective conscience

as the girl he sexually exploited and treated like
bonded labour cried for justice. This allowed
the accused enough time to flex his political
muscles, charge her instead with character
assassination and eliminate traces of evidence.
Till a Special Investigative Team (SIT) was set
up by the Uttar Pradesh Government at the
behest of the Supreme Court, this case seemed
headed in the direction of unsolved files. But

now the BJP politician seems to have accepted all the allegations levelled against
him and is even “ashamed,” whatever that means anymore. However, the for-
mer Union Minister hasn’t been booked on charges of rape though the victim
had publicly alleged so. Unlike the Unnao rape case, where another BJP leader
was involved and which came to light only when the girl threatened self-immo-
lation, the action against Chinmayanand, an influential leader who also claims
to be a godman, hasn’t been delayed. So the pressure on justice delivery is clear-
ly building up given the repetitive nature of abuse by those in power.Of course,
this is not the end. While Chinmayanand has been sent to judicial custody, it
remains to be seen if he sticks to his “confession” in a court of law or does a
U-turn. Considering he has earlier accused the girl of blackmail, when she went
public with her evidence through social media, he could turn hostile. At the heart
of such cases lies the failure of the police, the Government and law enforce-
ment agencies, which have consistently failed to respect the criticality of a woman,
braving backlash and threats, lodging an FIR. They, perhaps, get more anxious
about brushing the case under the carpet than ensuring a fair and speedy trial.
And if it involves somebody powerful, then the justice system in the country is
almost programmed to be on the back gear, more interested in covering up the
tracks of political masters. It is precisely because entitlement is encoded in our
legal system that politicians like Chinmayanand and Unnao rape accused Kuldeep
Sengar get away. Worse, the senior BJP leadership stayed away from taking a
stand against these fallen men till matters came to a head. This silence is often
read as tacit endorsement of the crime, one that has cost the Yogi Adityanath
government its image. With Chinmayanand often flaunting his closeness to the
Chief Minister and the Unnao rape survivor threatening self-immolation in front
of his residence, his reign is under a shadow. In the end, the crime spiral has
always defined UP and till that changes, old perceptions won’t.

Mamata Banerjee may be the Trinamool
Congress chief and the Bengal Chief
Minister but her larger than life image

across India has been of a quintessential rebel,
a fighter for her people, a crusader for justice
and a conscience keeper of the establishment.
In fact, she has been able to carve up the polit-
ical space and craft her invincible spirit pre-
cisely because of her fire and brimstone atti-
tude and agitationist style. Her politics of sub-
version convinced people of her sincerity of
purpose, one that never settled or compro-

mised. She broke away from the Congress, toppled the Left and swung in and
out of the BJP-led National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government with an activism
of principles. In that sense, she has been a disruptor and in recent years emerged
as a helmswoman of the Opposition, the only one qualified to take on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his deputy Amit Shah and match their aggression step by
step. But as she met her arch enemies, carrying sandesh instead of the gravel
that she had promised they would have to chew if they overstepped limits in Bengal,
it seemed she had not only softened but had submitted to a truce. Ostensibly
for smoother Centre-State relations. There were yellow flowers too, the colour
of friendship, something that didn’t even bloom in the 15-month duel of “Jai Shri
Ram” and “Jai Maa Kali.” The swiftness with which she changed tack follow-
ing the CBI’s heat on Kolkata Police Commissioner Rajeev Kumar certainly rais-
es questions about whether she is dousing flames of the Sarada chit fund scam
and staking her political survival on a cessation of hostilities. For her twin meet-
ings can only be interpreted in extremes, as self-defeatist or selfish.

Didi’s overnight transformation certainly is not in sync with her politically astute
moves. Known for her rabid opposition to the National Register for Citizens (NRC),
she has now accepted it as part of the Assam Accord and confining its context
to that State, said it wasn’t needed in Bengal. And in a shocker, she has over-
turned her “defiance” by expressing “concern” over “genuine citizens left out”
and reasoned out their exclusion with the one man she had abhorred, refusing
him landing rights in Bengal during the Lok Sabha campaign — Amit Shah. Also,
for all the vitriol against Modi — whom she called a “big zero,” a “most corrupt
man” and a “danga babu” — she actually sought his good offices to set up a
meeting with Shah, who as Home Minister controls investigative agencies. Modi
now is her “Prime Minister”, one whose oath-taking she had shunned, claiming
it was tantamount to devaluing democracy as he was using it to score political
points. It isn’t rocket science to understand that her offer to Modi to jointly inau-
gurate a mining block in the State would mean sharing the dais and perhaps even
a speech. Considering amnesia comes easy to other turncoat leaders, one does-
n’t expect such short-term memory loss from the Trinamool leader, whose mem-
bers and insiders are just as confused by the sudden turn of events. Assuming
that Kumar knows way too much and might be pressured to spill the beans, has
it spooked Didi enough to risk her credibility? Enough to take away the sheen
off her dharna in Kolkata for Kumar, which she had magnified as a national cam-
paign against an assault on constitutional freedoms? Whatever, this latest pos-
turing by Mamata beggars logic. Deducing the meetings at face value, even if
she has managed to convince the Modi-Shah duo of the need to keep NRC from
Bengal, what would the BJP get in return? With the latest bonhomie pictures blunt-
ing the edge of her anti-Modi plank that she had built up with a certain shrill-
ness, it is difficult to understand how she will get a new narrative going before
the Assembly elections in 2021.  With the BJP besting its performance in the
Lok Sabha polls and within smelling distance of power in the State, it is unlike-
ly it will give up on its intimidatory tactics, namely poaching legislators, target-
ting the scam-tainted and naturalising cross-party migration. With the Trinamool
being the only other party of substance in Bengal, Mamata’s ideology of “Maa,
Maati, Maanush” isn’t enough to hold it together. A compromise by anybody else
can be taken in stride but the one by Mamata seems like a wilful surrender. Worse,
though she is known for earlier flip-flops, the current move could cost her the
popular vote. Any comeback after that will be an uphill task. Unless she recon-
ciles to being just an ideologue than the robust leader she is. Or expected to be.

Mamata’s flip-flop

Burning issue

Sir — This refers to the article, “A
Himalayan threat” (September
19) by KK Paul. The writer must
be commended for having raised
forest fires that have now become
a growing problem for nations
across the world. While the
forests in the Amazon forests
drew international attention, back
home, the situation is no differ-
ent. During the late 1990s and
early 2000s, as the then Deputy
Inspector General of Forests, I
was responsible for the creation
of a roadmap for fire prevention
and protection in the country. I
had also assessed the quantum of
damage done due to fires at
around ̀ 440 crore. This does not
include losses to biodiversity,
soils, carbon and other forest
goods and services. The actual
costs are much larger. The same
was also communicated to the
Parliament, which led to the cre-
ation of an integrated forest pro-
tection scheme. 

After the 2016 forest fires that
burnt 4,048 hectares of land, I led
a delegation of people and  met
KK Paul, who was then the
Governor of Uttarakhand, and
also the then Chief Minister

Harish Rawat and submitted a
memorandum suggesting a slew
of measures to tackle the menace. 

I had even written to the then
Chairman of the National Green
Tribunal, who took suo motu
action and pulled up both the
Central and State Governments
for their lackadaisical approach to
this environmental catastrophe.
Sadly, fire continues to rage in
Uttarakhand forests every year,

which not only destroys the entire
ecosystem but is also a health haz-
ard for human beings. 

While central India remains
the largest fire-affected area,
southern States and the North-
East, too account for the biggest
share of fire detections. There is
a need to protect and preserve
them for the sake of humanity.

VK Bahuguna
Via email

Token measure

Sir — This refers to the editori-
al, “Missing woods for trees”
(September 20). The Union
Government’s decision to ban
electronic cigarettes is commend-
able. But it makes one wonder as
to why it did not put a ban on
other forms of tobacco products
like normal cigarettes and beedi. 

The e-cigarette market in
India is not too large, neither is
it consumed by many. On the
other hand, conventional tobac-
co products are available in every
nook and corner of the country.
If indeed the Government was
concerned about public health, it
should have banned cigarettes
and beedis. The present ban is
only a token measure. It could
end up boosting the sales figures
of the country’s tobacco industry.

Rashmi
Via email

The verdict is out

Sir — This refers to the editorial,
“Missing woods for trees”
(September 20). India is not the
first country to ban the use of e-
cigarettes. Recently, Michigan
became the first state in the US to
ban flavoured e-cigarettes. The
very fact that vaping serves to
introduce youngsters to smoking
must propel the Government to go
all out to ensure that the ban is
implemented.

Shubham
Via email
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Not a matter for courts

PHILIP JOHNSTON

We are pitting the institutions that make up our Constitutional settlement against 
each other with no real understanding of the consequences 

The Houston event is the world's
most expensive ever. But no
event can hide the reality of 
the economic mess HowdyModi
has driven India into.

Congress leader
—Rahul Gandhi

I have been blessed, I am
lucky with the roles I have
got to play but at the same
time there is no substitute
for hard work.

Actor
—Sonam Kapoor

India will soar high if
Pakistan stoops low by 
raking up the Kashmir issue
at the UN General 
Assembly session. 

Indian envoy to the UN
—Syed Akbaruddin 

S O U N D B I T E

L E T T E R S T O  TT H E E D I T O R

Why imposing Hindi is a bad idea

U
nion Home Minister Amit Shah needs to be remind-
ed that the mother tongue is integral to a person’s
identity as his motherland. Having resided in

Faridabad since 1971, my family and I have grown to
love Hindi and become fluent in it. But imposing it as a
national language and putting Hindi speakers at an advan-
tage over others amount to gross discrimination. This
cannot take unite people. Shah’s appeal to the people
to promote Hindi along with their mother tongue and
the hint that this would fulfill the dream of Mahatma
Gandhi and Vallabhbhai Patel were but a shrewd attempt
to manipulate the masses. He also tried to turn the peo-
ple against English. He must not forget that English links
all States of the country, regardless of their respective
regional languages.

The BJP-led Government is trying to divert atten-
tion from its failure to bring about any development. But
by playing with the language issue, it has made its own
path of coming to power in States like West Bengal more

difficult. Who can forget the backlash that the Congress
Government faced in the 1967 elections in Tamil Nadu
after having tried to impose Hindi on its own people in
1965? The mother tongue is an emotional matter and
neither rhetoric of the Prime Minister, nor the organi-
sational skills of Shah will be able to make amends if
they touch that raw nerve.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad

AS HAS BECOME
THE CASE IN ANY

BREXIT
ARGUMENT, THE

FINER LEGAL
POINTS ARE

SECONDARY TO
THE ENTRENCHED

POSITIONS OF
BOTH SIDES.
THOSE WHO

WANT THE UK TO
LEAVE THE EU

ARE BEHIND
BORIS AND THOSE

WHO WANT TO
STAY CONSIDER
HIS ACTIONS TO

BE THOSE 
OF A DESPOT

Send yyour ffeedback tto:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com

The noose tightens

People must learn as many
languages as possible. There
should not be imposition, nor
should there be opposition to
any particular language.

Vice President
—M Venkaiah Naidu

Her reconciliation with the Modi-Shah duo raises questions
about why she is staking her credibility

Chinmayanand finally admits to accusations before
SIT. All rape survivors in UP need closure



India’s development warriors

TO PROMOTE GROWTH AND INVESTMENT, A NEW
PROVISION HAS BEEN INSERTED IN THE INCOME TAX

ACT, FOR THE BENEFIT OF DOMESTIC COMPANIES.
—FINANCE MINISTER
NIRMALA SITHARAMAN

A HEADLINE-ITIS AFFLICTED, PANIC-STRICKEN
MODI SARKAR HAS CUT CORPORATE TAX RATES
LESS THAN THREE MONTHS AFTER A BUDGET.
—CONGRESS LEADER 
JAIRAM RAMESH

POINTCOUNTERPOINT

H
istorians tell us that an explosion of creativ-
ity occurs the moment the world starts
complaining that there is nothing left to

invent, or that the search for solutions to complex
problems has come to an end. This explosion is
fate’s way of reminding us that there is always some-
thing just over the horizon of knowledge. Social
entrepreneurs are now using their talent to seek
better answers to tough social problems at a time
when the world has never needed them more. They
are responding to challenges with solutions that
leave business-as-usual in the dust. They want to
use the power of knowledge and the principles of
business to create a better world. Their primary
objective is to make a contribution, not money.
While top-down initiatives have traditionally
helped drive social change, social entrepreneurs
are increasingly trying to use market forces as an
effective way to bring about change.

The rise of soloists signals the ultimate atom-
isation of the modern world. It also demonstrates
that individual initiatives can be as powerful game-
changers as collective efforts. The power and reach
of individual creativity have grown in inverse pro-
portion to the shrinking of the global village. The
failure of conventional strategies to alleviate the
problems that the marginalised face today has trig-
gered the creative juices of the younger lot. It has
catapulted them to a cutting-edge vanguard posi-
tion. This approach leaves no room for alibis and
is highly committed to delivering results. This new
generation of innovators, many from Ivy League
universities, IITs and IIMs, are former bankers, aca-
demics, technocrats, bureaucrats and consul-
tants. They favour open-source solutions that share
intellectual property; whether computer code or
DNA sequences, so others can improve and build
on their creations.

This is now a global phenomenon. A number
of bright and committed individuals have given up
the best of salaries to serve development causes.
India’s villages are among the most promising des-
tinations for them. Moving from villages to big-
ger cities is no longer the norm. Increasingly, a
growing number of people are moving back to their
roots or smaller cities. Whether it is disenchant-
ment with city life or the availability of better oppor-
tunities in smaller areas, this trend of ‘reverse
migration’ is slowly catching on.

India spends more on programmes for the
poor than most developing countries, but is not
getting the expected dividends that significant pub-
lic expenditure would seem to warrant, and the
needs of important population groups still remain
partly addressed. This has been haunting social sci-
entists and policy-makers. A major flaw in our
development paradigm is that the focus is more
on physical resources and less on human resources.
Behind the gleaming images of icons of success-
ful development revolutions is the untold saga of
sacrifice of the grassroots staff that holds the fort
as brave and heroic warriors. It is the latter’s incan-
descent honesty and unvarnished selfishness that
impart purity to the mission and translate state poli-
cies into real ground action.

The honour and recognition that society owes
to these brave, extraordinary individuals for their
crusade for a cause bigger than them cannot be
embodied in awards, promotions and citations.
Though our focus is most often on issues such as
chronic poverty, empowerment of women and the

disenfranchised and a sustainable solu-
tion to economic instability, the lessons
of all successful policies and programmes
for achieving these objectives point to
something we should never forget: The
tenacious and committed officials and
their families whose sacrifices have
enabled and continue to make the world
a far better and just place.

The influx of talents out of big cities
to smaller centres is by no means an indi-
cation of aspiration deficit. Rather, it
means these people are looking at the
new port with a zeal that was earlier
meant only for urban pockets. They want
more fulfilling careers, ones that can
enthuse and satiate their cravings. We are
witnessing collaborative social entrepre-
neurship trying to bring about large-scale
systemic change, giving us tools to nav-
igate an increasingly complex and uncer-
tain world with confidence, converting
adversities into opportunities.

Social entrepreneurs are helping
create an “everyone a changemaker
world”, a world where each individual is
driven by the idea of bringing about pos-
itive change. They have shown us that we
inhabit a world where everyone must
become a changemaker by adopting the
path of teamwork, cognitive empathy and
collaborative leadership for creative
solution seeking.

We have the example of SEWA
(Society for Education Welfare and
Action) where highly talented women
have devoted their entire lifetime to
empowering poor women. It would be
outright vanity to dream of becoming
social heroes overnight. The real devel-
opment story is an aggregate of initiatives
in thousands of clusters led by extraor-
dinary people, few of them known and
the vast majority of them unknown. For
instance, SEWA Rural promotes work-
life balance through multiple initiatives
that include time-off for parents to sup-
port their wards appearing for board
exams and special leave so that employ-
ees can attend camps for holistic living.

Working as a development worker on the
ground requires an understanding of the
local context. Development profession-
als working in complex social contexts
need to be empowered to adapt interven-
tions meaningfully and meet the needs
of the people they serve. The develop-
ment worker is an actor whose leader-
ship is critical for sustainable change on
the ground. Their understanding of
ground realities and the actions they take
are critical to the change that happens on
the ground. 

Development workers have their
own vision and imagination of social
change This imagination is anchored in
their values; and these ideas inform their
actions. When an intervention design is
handed to them, they interpret it from
their own world view, implement it in the
context they are surrounded by, and cal-
ibrate their actions based on their under-
standing of the ground situation.

Development workers constantly
engage with local realities and real
world situations. And yet we seldom ask
ourselves, “What is their vision of
change? What agency do they exercise?
What values inform their work? What
processes do they use? What kind of lead-
ership do they embody? What relation-
ships do they build? What capabilities do
they need to build to do better?”

An organisation must be able to cre-
ate an environment that enables risk-tak-
ing, provides opportunities for capacity
enhancement and spaces for reflection
and learning for development workers.
It must recognise and respect that its peo-
ple are the ones working to bring about
change on the ground.

We have to ensure that the develop-
ment worker’s capacity and agency is
strengthened to enable context-specific
responses—it is a must for lasting and
equitable development. This is possible
only when the design of organisation sys-
tems and processes are anchored in val-
ues of dignity and respect for everyone
in the organisation and spaces are pro-

vided for learning and adaptation on the
ground. The vocabulary needs to change
— from development worker to devel-
opment leader in letter and spirit. 

We must introspect and under-
stand the processes within whose con-
straints the lower bureaucracy works.
Senior bureaucrats are smart enough to
build up defences in their decisions and
may leave little paper trail  to provide
clues to their motives. Junior officials are
not intelligent enough to understand the
implications of their decisions and  inad-
equate understanding of the long-term
implications  of their decisions also
imposes severe handicaps for them.
They are also under direct fire from the
people around them. The system gives
no protection to the sincere and honest
among them. 

There is much innovation and even
heroism and sacrifice by staff of devel-
opment agencies known only to project
beneficiaries and other staff, which is not
only left anonymous but also undocu-
mented. We should really applaud and
honour ordinary men and women, who
have nobody to back them, yet are work-
ing doggedly to keep projects rolling. The
real development story is an aggregate of
initiatives in thousands of clusters led by
extraordinary people, few of them
known and the vast majority of them
unknown.

When we analyse successful devel-
opment interventions, we find that a lot
of good programmes got their start when
one individual looked at a familiar land-
scape in a fresh way. These practical ide-
alists demonstrated passion, intellect, and
gritty determination and were support-
ed by heroic, skillful, and inspiring field
staff. Pairing experts with “on the
ground” teams and field workers has
yielded many good ideas about how to
address the problems of disadvantaged
populations.

(The writer is Member, NITI Aayog’s
National Committee on Financial Literacy
and Inclusion for Women)

Social entrepreneurs are now using their talent to seek better answers to tough
social problems at a time when the world has never needed them more
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Planned desert
in offing in NCR

SHIVAJI SARKAR

The `16,000 crore Jewar airport needs to be
given up for saving water bodies in the bread

basket of western Uttar Pradesh 
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ARE FORMER
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WHETHER
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India recently hosted the United Nations Conference Against
Desertification. Ironically, less than 45 kilometres from the venue
in Greater Noida, a massive international airport project will see

desertification of the fertile horn of western Uttar Pradesh (UP). The
project must be abandoned to protect farming, lakes, aquifers,
swamps and the ecology of the critical northern plains.

The`16,000 crore project, just 70 km from Delhi’s Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGIA), has evoked severe protest by farmers
and consequent increase in compensation. The land at the project
site is primarily agricultural in nature, with over 6,000 big trees —
mainly arjun and babool — and plenty of wetlands. Since town-
ships and activity areas are to spring up all around the airport, many
more thousand trees would be felled. About 1,000 known water bod-
ies may disappear.

Delhi-NCR does not need a second international airport so close
to the IGIA. It is a massive economic waste at a time when India is
grappling with a slowdown. The real estate all around this project
in a 40 sq km area is gasping as hundreds of projects remain incom-
plete. The Yamuna Expressway, built through the stretch, is itself in
crisis. Its propounder, the Jaypee Group, is going through problems
amid heavy debt and Non-Performing Assets (NPAs).The Hindon
Air Force base airport, that has been opened to civilian traffic, a stone’s
throw from Jewar, hardly finds an airline to host. Another 100 km
to the west is the Agra airport with international facilities. Still, under
pressure of the real estate lobby and unscrupulous political parties,
the acquisition of land for the 2,000 hectare project has started. But
as larger areas come up for development, there is high risk to the
ecology in an almost 100-km stretch. 

It is not just around Noida and Greater Noida, even Gurugram
is subject to massive environmental degradation due to projects being
pushed by a greedy real estate lobby. The boom around all these
places has transformed thousands of hectares of arable land into
plots for highrises, at least half of them incomplete, and leading just
not only to an environmental but also an economic disaster. What
is not discussed is that the more you develop the land for real estate,
more it dehydrates the country, said HN Dixit, Speaker of the UP
Assembly.

Over the years, Delhi and its neighbourhood are getting deprived
of natural water sources. The area around Jewar is now being sub-
jected to similar degradation of aqua sources. The region has also
the highest number of brick kilns, in themselves an ecological haz-
ard in terms of heat, dust and smoke. Close to the region in Aligarh-
Kasganj, Alipur-Barwara and Kasganj-Farrukhabad, acute shortage
of water for irrigation is being faced, again due to the construction
of the Ganga Expressway, and other human encroachment of aquifers.
The administration is trying to revive old river channels. Nobody knows
if it would succeed or not but it has become a money spinner.

Interestingly enough, the United Progressive Alliance (UPA)
Government was not in favour of the airport project and had sound-
ed ecological concerns while questioning the necessity of having
an airport so close to the IGIA, Agra airport and the Aligarh airstrip.

The airport project goes against the move to rejuvenate 281
ponds in Jewar itself. About 800 other ponds and water body reju-
venation efforts in Noida, Dadri, Greater Noida, Dankaur and Bisrakh
may also get affected. 

The Gautam Buddha Nagar District Magistrate BN Singh has
said that ponds and other water bodies are being encroached as
construction activities are increasing. He says ponds in many places,
including Bilaspur and Surajpur, were encroached by the adminis-
tration for dumping growing waste.

Dadri, on the way to Jewar, declared semi-critical for water scarci-
ty, built its municipality office on 1,140 square metre of pond land.
In nearby Tugalpur, a college was built on a water body.

Aquifers in Jewar have an over-exploitation rate of 108.81 per
cent, according to the groundwater department. As the area is get-
ting more populated with the impending airport, more ponds and
aquifers, despite efforts at conservation, are becoming victims of
development. This includes construction of the airport, industries,
large hotels, warehouses, roads and many other facilities.
Consequently the critical region may dry out completely. As vehic-
ular traffic and industrial activities surge, it would increase air pol-
lution. Being close to Delhi, the degradation of a large tract of land
will further heat up the national capital. 

It signifies that massive finances involved are posing challenges
to the world leadership which has to choose between conserving
or devastating the environment.

The Jewar airport project needs reconsideration and restora-
tion of land back to the farmers to save the bread basket.

(The writer is a senior journalist)

A
nalysts believe that India today
is in a better position to
realise the dream of its first

Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, of
Asian resurgence and solidarity in the
Indo-Pacific region, as there has been
serious accretion to the country’s eco-
nomic and military capabilities. In
the present perspective, the broader
policy-level challenge for India in the
Indo-Pacific region is to cope with
the uncertainty precipitated by the
Sino-US rivalry that is gradually
preparing a base for trade wars
between the two nations.

It was India who invented the
lexicon of diplomacy in the post-
colonial age. Nehru promoted the
idea of non-alignment and turned it

into the focal point of India’s foreign
policy. Since then, the search for con-
flict resolution and world peace has
remained the central objective of
India’s foreign policy. Recently, at a
security conclave by Centre for Joint
Warfare Studies (CENJOWS), former
External Affairs Minister Salman
Khurshid recalled the historic
Bandung Conference 1955, where 29
Asian-African nations, including
China, signed the Panchsheel Pact,
that was incorporated into the Ten
Principles of International Peace
and Cooperation enunciated in the
declaration issued at the confer-
ence. The pact focussed on five
major principles of territorial integri-
ty, non-aggression, non-interfer-
ence, peaceful co-existence and
equality, which became a magnet for
Afro-Asian solidarity against white
supremacy.  

Africa has also played a vital
political role in India’s neighbour-
hood-first policy. India supported
Africa’s anti-colonial struggle and
worked closely in the Non-
Alignment Movement (NAM) and
the G77. With the growing demand

for energy, Africa became a major
partner for India post-1991. New
Delhi has shown interest in the
region by sending troops for United
Nation peacekeeping missions. “But
there is still a lot to be done and we
can learn from history,” the former
Minister said referring to the
Bandung Conference.

Emphasising regional grouping,
Khurshid said that several countries
in the Indian Ocean Rim are willing
to stand with India. In such a sce-
nario, the relevance of the Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic
Cooperation (BIMSTEC),
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN), G20 and other
regional associations is pivotal.

During the CENJOWS conclave
on ‘India and the new multilateral
order’, observers and analysts debat-
ed on policies in projecting Indian
influence in the neighbourhood and
beyond. In an overall assessment,
geo-political observers believe that
the Bandung Conference was a key
element in the evolution of Nehru’s
Non-Alignment Policy.

Regarding the security and econ-
omy of the region, India has always
played a major role, be it in Vietnam,
Indonesia or the African continent.
Even before its Independence, the
country was involved in the freedom
struggle of Indonesia against the
Dutch and supported that country on
July 30, 1947 by raising the issue at
the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC). 

In January 1947, before India’s
Independence, the All-India Student
Federation had declared a day to be
Vietnam Day. There was a huge strike
in Kolkata, which was met with
police repression and firing. Two stu-
dents died and one student,
Ranamitra Sen, was shot in the leg. 

Minh, a Vietnam revolutionary
and politician, who later became the
President of the country, also partic-
ipated in the Bandung Conference
and visited India in 1958. During that
sojourn, Minh met Ranamitra Sen
after learning that he was in the audi-
ence at one of his gatherings and
embraced him.

India’s participation in the free-
dom struggle of countries like

Vietnam and Indonesia was highly
recognised at different platforms in
early September when the world
marked Minh’s death anniversary. 

Now, these countries can act as
a game-changer for India’s influence
in the region with the support of the
Vietnamese Navy and by utilising the
Sabang military base in Indonesia for
trade and military engagements.

The rise of China at the global
level resulted in changes in the
international order. India has tradi-
tionally been termed as China’s rival
and is one of the few nations in Asia
to refuse to participate in China’s Belt
and Road Initiative. Hence where
regional power equations are con-
cerned, the Indian Ocean is of strate-
gic importance to both, especially in
terms of trade.

Academicians and strategic
affairs experts at the conference
remarked that India’s policy is
focused on multi-alignment, keeping
the neighbourhood first and seeking
a common approach towards secu-
rity, economic equity and eliminat-
ing terrorism to maintain peace in
the region. This is because India’s

experience in 1965 was bitter, when
India’s closet NAM friends showed
unconditional support to Pakistan by
supplying military weapons at the
height of war. Learning from histo-
ry, India signed the Indo-Soviet
treaty in 1971 as non- alignment left
India lonely.

The more recent South-South
Cooperation (SSC) experienced
rapid growth as in 2016 alone, more
than 500 projects were kicked off
under the SSC framework with the
participation of 120 countries.  

With the emergence of new geo-
political equations, ASEAN countries
can act as a game changer, particu-
larly because a big power like the
USA has shown interest in the
region. A few weeks ago, Vietnam
participated in the first US-ASEAN
Maritime Exercise (AUMX), which
took place in the Gulf of Thailand
from September 2 to 6. Eight war-
ships, four aircraft and all ten ASEAN
countries took part in AUMX that
started at the Sattahip Naval Base in
Thailand and ended in Singapore.
Interestingly, this naval exercise
came amid tensions between

Washington and Beijing, over the
South China Sea and trade. 

Thailand, a close US ally, has a
formal relationship with India. In the
past, when Nehru convened an 18-
nation conference, on Indonesia,
Thailand refused to participate as it
never had to face colonial oppression
like India, Myanmar and the rest of
Southeast Asian countries.  

As a strategic relevance, Indian
leaders were always firm and believed
in the idea of Asian nationalism and
disapproved the idea of a power vac-
uum keeping the Southeast Asia
Treaty Organisation (SEATO) and
Central Treaty Organization
(CENTO) in mind.

Meanwhile, the prevailing
atmosphere of anxiety and uncertain-
ty in the Indo-Pacific region will dis-
sipate under a stable and peaceful
strategic order. The real challenge for
both India and China, who are
together creating an Asian century,
is in the strategic context at a time
when they are facing serious bilater-
al as well as regional issues. 

(The writer is Principal
Correspondent, The Pioneer)

India closer to fulfilling Nehru’s dream
With the emergence of new geo-political equations, ASEAN countries can act as a game changer, particularly because a big power like the

US has shown interest in the region. India can be at the forefront of this, given the accretion in its economic and military capabilities
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PNS n MUMBAI

Commerce minister Piyush
Goyal Friday said he "hopes"
the tax relief measures
announced by the govern-
ment for the corporates will
give the necessary fillip to
growth that has been sput-
tering for long.

The measures also get our
tax rates comparable to those
in the US and in South Asian
economies, if one were to
include the exemptions
thrown in,  Goyal said,
adding these will help push
investments up.

With an eye to push
growth, which has slipped to
a six-year low in the June
quarter--which is even below
that of Pakistan's 5.4 percent-
-finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman earlier in the
day announced a raft of
changes in direct taxes,
including a 10 percentage
points cut in corporation
taxes to 25.17.

The measures, which come
a day after Reserve Bank gov-
ernor Shaktikanta Das had
warned against any fiscal
measures to spur growth say-
ing the government has little
fiscal space to do so, will entail
a revenue sacrifice of Rs 1.45
lakh crore to the exchequer
this year.

"Some excellent
announcements have just
been made which will I hope
give the necessary fillip to
growth that we have all been
waiting for," Goyal said,
speaking at an event organ-
ised by the Indo American
Chamber of Commerce.

If one were to include the
exemptions, the tax rate now
is competitive and compara-
ble to those in the US and
elsewhere in South Asia, he
said, pointing out that the US
taxes corporate at 21-22 per-
cent.

Goyal said using the
exemptions, our tax rates
are as low as 15 percent as
well, and added this will
help push investment that
has been lagging historical
averages in the past five
years.
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Anil Kumar Jain
appointed new Coal
Secretary
NEW DELHI: Senior IAS officer
Anil Kumar Jain has been
appointed as the new Coal
Secretary, according to a
government order. Jain is a
1986-batch IAS officer of
Madhya Pradesh cadre. "The
Appointments Committee of the
cabinet has approved the
appointment of Anil Kumar
Jain, Special Secretary,
Ministry of Environment, Forest
and Climate Change as
Secretary, Ministry of Coal," the
order said. Jain succeeds
Sumanta Chaudhuri, a 1985-
batch IAS officer of West
Bengal cadre. 

Healthcare industry
welcomes govt's
decision to slash tax

Wrong to say India on
5pc growth trajectory:
Bibek Debroy
KOLKATA: Chairman of the
Economic Advisory Council to
the Prime Minister (EAC-PM)
Bibek Debroy on Friday it
would be incorrect to conclude
that India is on a 5-per cent
growth trajectory on the basis
of just one quarter's GDP print.
The GDP growth in the April-
June quarter of the 2019-20
fiscal was 5 per cent, according
to government data. "One
quarter of 5 per cent does not
mean we are on a 5-per cent
growth trajectory," Debroy said
at the CII Banking Colloquim
here. Allaying fears of an
economic downturn, he said
there have been instances in
the past when GDP growth fell
below 5 per cent during a
quarter, but recovered to 7 per
cent in the very next quarter.
Debroy also said GST collection
has been revenue negative so
far instead of being revenue
neutral.

Moody's: Corporate
tax cut too boost net
income of firms
NEW DELHI: Moody's Investors
Service on Friday said the
government's move to cut
corporate tax rate will boost net
income of Indian firms, and is a
credit positive move. "The
Government of India's decision
to reduce base corporation tax
to 22 per cent from 30 per cent
will boost net income of Indian
corporates and is credit
positive," said Vikas Halan,
senior vice president, corporate
finance group, Moody's
Investors Service. He said the
extent of final impact on credit
profiles of Indian corporates
will depend on "whether they
utilize the surplus earnings for
reinvestment in business, debt
reduction or high shareholder
returns."

HDFC to raise up to 
Rs 3,000 cr via bonds
NEW DELHI: Mortgage lender
HDFC Ltd on Friday said it will
raise up to Rs 3,000 crore by
issuing bonds to augment its
long-term resources. The
secured redeemable non-
convertible debentures will be
issued on a private placement
basis to persons who are
specifically addressed through
a communication, HDFC said in
a regulatory filing. The issue
size is of Rs 2,000 crore with
an option to retain subscription
up to Rs 3,000 crore. "The
object of the issue is to
augment the long-term
resources of the Corporation.
The proceeds of the present
issue would be utilised for
financing/refinancing the
housing finance business
requirements of the
Corporation," it said.
HDFC shares closed 3.93 per
cent up at Rs 2,052.25 on BSE. 

NEW DELHI: Healthcare
industry on Friday welcomed
the government's decision to
slash corporate tax, and said
rationalisation of tax structure
will provide much-awaited
booster dose to the sector. In a
major fiscal booster, the
government on Friday slashed
effective corporate tax to 25.17
per cent inclusive of all cess
and surcharges for domestic
companies. "Reduction in
corporate tax and other relief
would create a favourable
business climate for the
companies which were under
tremendous pressure due to
several internal and external
market forces," Nathealth
President H Sudarshan Ballal
said. The apex healthcare
industry body believes that the
corporate tax reduction move
would be supplemented by the
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
reforms as well.

PNS n LONDON

Britain's bailed-out Royal
Bank of Scotland on Friday
appointed long-serving banker
Alison Rose as chief executive,
making her the first female
boss of a major UK lender.

Rose, currently deputy head
of the group's NatWest
Holdings retail business and its
commercial and private bank-
ing division, will replace Ross
McEwan on November 1, the
company said in a statement.

She will become the only
woman to have lead one of
Britain's so-called "Big Four"
banks that comprise Barclays,
HSBC, Lloyds Banking Group
and RBS.

The incoming CEO, an
advocate of gender equality in
business, has risen to the top
in a traditionally male-domi-
nated arena after working for
27 years at Edinburgh-based
RBS.

"She brings extensive expe-
rience and a track record of
success from her previous
roles at the bank," said RBS
chairman Howard Davies.

Rose will assume the helm
just one day after Britain is
scheduled to leave the
European Union -- with or
without a divorce deal.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Saudi Arabia's new oil minis-
ter Prince Abdulaziz bin
Salman has assured India of
meeting all its committed oil
supplies as the Kingdom looks
to restoring production to pre-
strike levels by the end of this
month, Petroleum Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said.

Pradhan spoke to his Saudi
counterpart on phone on
Thursday to discuss in details
of its supply plan in the after-
math of a massive attack on the
Kingdom's crude oil facilities
that wiped out as much as 5
million barrels per day of out-
put.

"Had a telecall with Saudi
Minister of Energy HRH
Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman,
whom I had met in Jeddah
soon after his appointment
last week. Saudi Minister
assured me about uninter-
rupted supplies of crude oil and
LPG to India as scheduled,"
Pradhan tweeted.

He said the Saudi minister
stated that Saudi Aramco will
be restoring its full capacity of
11 million barrels per day by

September-end, and will raise
output to 12 million barrels per
day by November-end.

"He reiterated the Saudi
Arabia will remain a reliable
and sustainable partner of
India in ensuring timely hydro-
carbon supplies," the Indian
minister said.

Indian Oil Corp (IOC)
Chairman Sanjiv Singh said
Saudi Arabia has again assured

that all supply commitments to
India will be met.

Saudi Arabia, which is
India's second-largest oil sup-
plier, sells close to 2 million
tonnes of crude every month.
Of this, 1.2-1.3 million tonnes
of supplies for September have
already been taken and the rest
too has been assured.

However, Saudi has sought
deferment of some LPG sup-

plies, but they have assured to
make up for all the quantities,
he said, adding any shortfall
can be bought from Qatar.

India buys around 2,00,000
tonnes of LPG every month
from Saudi Arabia.

Industry sources said Saudi
Arabia has cut throughput at its
refineries to meet its crude oil
supply commitments.

Pradhan said he also met a
senior delegation from
International Energy Agency
(IEA) led by Keisuke
Sadamori, Director, Energy
Markets and Security and
"exchanged perspectives on
the recent events in Saudi
Arabia and its impact on glob-
al oil and gas markets."

"The meeting helped to take
stock of underpinnings of the
volatile global oil market and
evolving oil security issues.
India, as an associate member
of IEA, works closely with
IEA on energy issues, includ-
ing on oil security," he said.

Earlier this week, Pradhan
had stated that India, the
world's third-largest oil con-
sumer, is keeping a close watch
on the developing situation.

Saudi assures India to meet all its
oil supply commitments

The incoming CEO,
an advocate of
gender equality in
business, has risen
to the top in a
traditionally male-
dominated arena
after working for 27
years at Edinburgh-
based RBS

PNS n AHMEDABAD

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is likely to inaugurate the
second edition of `Global
Patidar Business Summit' to be
held in Gandhinagar in the
first week of January.

Around 22,000 business-
men from across the world are
expected to attend the three-
day meet beginning from
January 3, the organisers said
on Friday.

The `Global Patidar
Business Summit' will be held
at helipad ground near
Mahatma Mandir in
Gandhinagar, said Gagjibhai
Sutariya, president of
Sardardham, a Patel commu-
nity outfit.

Sardardham is organising
the biennial summit earlier
held at Mahatma Mandir in
2018.

Besides attending the sum-
mit, Modi is also expected to
inaugurate 'Sardardham
Institute', a multi-storey com-
plex coming up on the out-
skirts of Ahmedabad city,

Sutariya told reporters here.
"This second edition of the

summit will see participation
of around 22,000 businessmen
from across the world.

"We expect that over 7 lakh
visitors would visit the summit
as well as the exhibition. We
have invited PM Modi to
inaugurate the mega event on
January 3.

"We have been informed
that he has accepted the invi-
tation," said Sutariya.

The summit, though organ-
ised by Patidars, is also open
for businessmen from other
social communities, he said.

Narendra Modi 

Saudi Arabia, which is India's second-
largest oil supplier, sells close to 2
million tonnes of crude every month. Of
this, 1.2-1.3 million tonnes of supplies
for September have already been taken
and the rest too has been assured

RBI is more than autonomous,
but govt is the sovereign: Das
PNS n MUMBAI

Asserting that the Reserve
Bank is more than
autonomous, governor
Shaktikanta Das Friday said
though the central bank
engages with the government
in free and frank discussions,
there is no interference from
it when it comes to taking
decisions. Das said the differ-
ences of opinion between the
government and the monetary
authority happens in all the
countries as the perspectives
are different, but it is essential

to discuss, talk and resolve the
differences.

"Let me tell you, there is lot
of interaction between the
RBI and the government. But,
so far as decision-making is
concerned or taking a final call
on any issue is concerned, I
can tell you, with all my con-
fidence, that they are taken by
the RBI and the RBI is more
than 100 percent autonomous
in decision-making. Nobody
interferes in my decision-
making," Das told an event
organised by the media house
India Today group.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The resolution professional of
Jet Airways and Dutch insol-
vency administrator have
agreed to cooperate in insol-
vency proceedings against the
debt-ridden airline, the
National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
was informed on Friday.

The RP and the Dutch
Court Administrator have
agreed on terms and condi-
tions on which they will coop-
erate in the ongoing insolven-
cy process.

The appellate tribunal has
asked both parties to file their
terms and conditions by
Monday and listed the matter
for hearing on September 24.

During the proceedings,
counsel appearing for both
sides informed the Committee
of Creditors (CoC) has agreed
on all conditions except one.
According to them, the CoC
was opposing presence of
Dutch Court Administrator
in their meeting.

However, on this, NCLAT

Chairman S J Mukhopadhaya
observed that the Dutch Court
Administrator has all rights to
be there.

"He should be there… he
has to collate his claims. Both
sides should go together," said
NCLAT Chairman adding "he
must be there for maximisa-
tion of assets."

The NCLAT further said
there should be transparency
in the insolvency resolution
process and each financial and
operational creditor has the
right to be there.

Jet Airways is facing insol-
vency proceedings in the
Netherlands and was declared

bankrupt in response to a
complaint filed by two
European creditors.  In April,
H Esser Finance Company
and Wallenborn Transport had
filed a petition citing unpaid
claims worth around Rs 280
crore.

NCLAT was hearing a peti-
tion filed by the Dutch Court
Administrator against the
order of the Mumbai bench of
the National Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT), which had
declared overseas bankruptcy
proceedings null and void.

During last hearing, NCLAT
had asked the RP of Jet
Airways to cooperate with the
Dutch Court Administrator,
which is also conducting insol-
vency proceedings against the
debt-ridden carrier.

It had directed the RP to
place before it a draft agree-
ment with terms of conditions
between him and the Dutch
Court Administrator in next
two weeks.

NCLAT had also said the RP
may consult the CoC before
finalising the draft.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Union Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad on Friday exhorted
electronics and mobile makers
to take full advantage of the tax
incentives announced by the
government, saying the latest
measures underlined the com-
mitment to transform India
into a manufacturing hub.

The comments came after
the government slashed the tax
rate for companies by almost
10 percentage points to 25.17
per cent and offered a lower
rate of 17.01 per cent for new
manufacturing firms in a bid to
bolster economic growth rate
from a six-year low by incen-
tivising investments to help cre-
ate jobs. Prasad, who has been
aggressively pushing electron-
ics and mobile manufacturing
in the country, had met cap-
tains of the industry earlier this
week to hardsell India as a
global production hub.

"I appeal to manufacturers to
avail this incentive. India has
the technology and human
resource and an enabling gov-
ernment in place," Prasad told
PTI on the sidelines of a con-
ference on 'emergence and
impact of Artificial Intelligence
and Internet of Things' hosted
by Jaipuria School of Business.

Prasad noted that the latest
series of measures underscored
India's commitment towards
manufacturing. It may be
recalled that during CEOs
roundtable held on September
16, the IT and telecom minis-
ter had nudged iPhone maker
Apple to expand manufacturing
base in India, and use the coun-
try as export hub, and had
promised fresh sops to galvanise
electronics as well as phone
industry in coming 2-3 months.

Prasad, who has
been aggressively
pushing electronics
and mobile
manufacturing in
the country, had
met captains of the
industry earlier this
week to hardsell
India as a global
production hub

Tax cut to
push local
units
NEW DELHI: Auto industry
body SIAM on Friday said the
reduction in corporate tax rate
and other announcements
made by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman would
help give boost to local
manufacturing in the sector.
The government slashed
effective corporate tax to
25.17 per cent inclusive of all
cess and surcharges for
domestic companies. Making
the announcement,
Sitharaman said the new tax
rate will be applicable from
the current fiscal which began
on April 1. "The reduction of
corporate tax to 15 per cent
for new companies making
fresh investments from
October 1, 2019 will support
investment and also FDI in the
auto sector. This is expected
to give a big boost to Make in
India for automobile industry,"
Society of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM)
President Rajan Wadhera said
in a statement.  Expansion of
scope of CSR (corporate
social responsibility)
expenditure to include
incubation centres and R&D
activities will also help with
expenditure in automobile
sector, he added.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Industry leaders on Friday
hailed the government move
to slash corporate tax rate for
companies. Following are the
comments of top industry
leaders:

Anil Agarwal, Executive
Chairman, Vedanta Resources:
The reduction of corporate
taxes, including surcharges
and cess, will significantly
boost the economy and will
provide a huge impetus for the
manufacturing and infra-
structure sector. We are con-
fident this step, in coming
days, will boost economic
growth so that GDP can attain
its true potential of 8-9 per
cent. The journey looks
extremely bright for creation
of thousands of jobs in India

and helping the country to
march towards the USD 5 tril-
lion-mark.

State Bank of India
Chairman Rajnish Kumar:
The large reduction in corpo-
rate taxes across the spec-
trum of all companies is per-
haps the boldest reform in the
last 28 years! Such a rate cut
will boost corporate bottom-
line, facilitate a reduction in

product prices.
Additionally, the move to

incentivise setting up new
manufacturing units in India
comes at the most opportune
time for foreign companies
who could be actively looking
for opportunities to invest
globally! This move could
also materially lead to India
effectively integrating with
the global supply chain and a

boost to Make in India cam-
paign!

Uday Kotak, CEO, Kotak
Mahindra Bank: Reducing
corporate tax rate to 25 per
cent is big bang reform. Allows
Indian companies to compete
with lower tax jurisdictions
like the US. It signals that our
government is committed to
economic growth and sup-
ports legitimate tax abiding
companies. A bold, progres-
sive step forward.

Kiran Mazumdar Shaw,
Chairman, Biocon: Corporate
tax rate cut from 30 per cent
To 25.2 per cent to spur
growth. This is a great move
which will firmly revive
growth and investment. My
hats off to Finance Minister for
this bold but most needed
move.

Gopichand P Hinduja, Co-
Chairman, Hinduja Group:
The tax reduction is an excel-
lent step that was needed for
Indian economy revival and
manufacturing sector. It shows
government is well seized of
the economic challenges fac-
ing all of us. I only wish more
such steps, which government
is already contemplating,
could be taken together in one
go like tapping NRI invest-
ments, with this one so as to
create deeper impact, instill
more confidence in economy
and amongst corporates.

This would certainly help
put businesses back on track,
generate more employment
and most importantly, keep
India as the principal invest-
ment destination amidst glob-
al slowdown.

Corporate leaders hail cut in tax rate

Govt slashes
taxes in 
‘Mini-Budget’

Panaji, Sep 20 (PTI) Battling
a six-year low economic growth
and a 45-year high unemploy-
ment rate, the government on
Friday slashed corporate tax
rates for companies by almost
10 per cent to 25.17 per cent to
bring them at par with Asian
rivals such as China and South
Korea, as it looked to boost
demand and investments.

Two-and-half-months after
presenting her maiden Budget,
that was hailed as "develop-
ment-friendly" and "future-ori-
ented", Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
announced fiscal measures that
will cost the government Rs
1.45 lakh crore in revenue
annually and may potentially
derail the country's fiscal deficit
roadmap.

In the fourth phase of post-
budget economic stimulus mea-
sures, Sitharaman cut base cor-
porate tax for existing compa-
nies to 22 per cent from current
30 per cent; and for new man-
ufacturing firms, incorporated
after October 1, 2019 and start-
ing operations before March 31,
2023, to 15 per cent from cur-
rent 25 per cent. 

This will be effective on the
condition that these companies
will not avail any other incen-
tive or concession such as tax
holiday enjoyed by units in
Special Economic Zones (SEZ)
and accelerated depreciation.

The effective tax rate for
existing units, after considering
surcharges and cess such as
Swachh Bharat cess and edu-
cation cess - which are levied on
top of the income and corpo-
rate tax rates, will be 25.17 per
cent as compared to 34.94 per
cent now. For new units it will
be 17.01 per cent as opposed to
29.12 per cent now.

The new tax structure is
effective from April 1, 2019, and
will bring Indian corporate tax
rate at par with Asian peers in
a bid to attract investments.

Modi likely to open
global Patidar biz meet

Dutch administrator, Jet
Airways' RP agree to cooperate

INSOLVENCY PROCEEDINGS 

Prasad to firms:
Benefit from sops

Ravi Shankar Prasad 

Alison Rose 

RBS picks first woman
for leadership

The Union Minister for Railways and Commerce & Industry, Piyush Goyal at the 92nd foundation day of Maharashtra
Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture, in Mumbai on September 20, 2019

Goyal: Tax rates now comparable
to US;hope growth gets a fillip



It is not often that one gets
to hear that an 18-year-old

Indian has qualified for the
Olympics. But Neha
Aggarwal is one such

teenager who went against
the grain and represented

India in table tennis.
Speaking to V SATEESH
REDDY, she shares about

her journey from the
Olympics, helping girls

grow in sports to her future
goals

eha Aggarwal, the
only woman table
tennis player to rep-
resent India in the
2008 Summer
Olympics in Beijing,

has become an overnight star
after defeating Poulomi
Ghatak and Mouma Das in the
national-level championship.

The Delhi girl who is mak-
ing waves with a different bat,
is all set to share her story in
TEDx Hyderabad on
September 22 where she plans
to share her journey to the
Olympics and how things
changed after that.

Speaking to The Pioneer,
Neha says, “In table tennis,
you have to make split second
decisions. There is such less
time between shots that if you
can’t think and act quick, you
can’t survive.”

When asked about the status
of table tennis in India, Neha
informs, “In the last four years,
we have seen an exponential
rise among people choosing
TT. At Rio 2016, as many as
four Indians qualified for the
Olympics, while 2018 was the
best year for TT in Indian as
we won eight medals.

“Manikaa Batra became the
first Indian woman ever to win

four medals at the
2018 Comm-
onwealth Games,
including the Gold
in singles and team
events. Both the
men and women’s
team won gold. At
the 2018 Asian
Games, India won
its first ever medal
at the Asian Games
— a Bronze in the
men’s team and
mixed doubles.
This year, G.
Sathiyan became
the first Indian TT
player to break in to the Top
25 world rankings. This is the
best phase ever in the history
of TT in India,” she adds.

Reacting to her stint in the
2008 summer Olympics in
Beijing, Neha shares, “I was 18
when I qualified for the
Beijing Olympics. It was a sur-
real experience. Walking into
the opening ceremony with the
entire contingent behind the
national flag was something I
can never forget. I was the
only woman to represent India
in TT, the first TT Olympian
from Delhi and the second
youngest Indian Olympian
ever. Qualifying for Olympics

and being there was an
achievement in itself. I was
sharing my room with Saina
Nehwal and learnt a lot from
her as well.”

She says, “My game is very
unique and there wasn’t any-
one whom I could call an idol.
But I looked up to India’s TT
legend Sharath Kamal for what
he has achieved. Serena
Williams is a real inspiration
and keeps me going strong.”

On a concluding note, Neha
says, “It’s a rapidly changing
world. Until I was playing, my
aim was to win medals for
India in various competitions.
Now I want to be here and cre-

ate a positive impact on Indian
sports by empowering young
girls and help India win more
medals.”

Viiveck Verma, licensee and
curator of TEDx Hyderabad
says, “TEDx Hyderabad is not
just an event, but an experi-
ence. It leaves you with heart-
warming emotions. Along with
inspiring ideas in the form of
talks, we also provide you with
great performances, specially
curated social spaces and an
opportunity to network with a
diverse set of attendees and
speakers. Getting an opportu-
nity to interact with an
Olympian is unique in itself

for many reasons
and that is why
we are eager for
our audience to
hear Neha’s
story and how
she intends to
continue
being “lim-
itless”,
making a
difference
not only
to herself
but tak-
ing
along
several
people.”

N

TEDx Hyderabad is not just
an event, but an experience. It
leaves you with heart-warm-

ing emotions. Along with inspiring
ideas in the form of talks, we also
provide you with great perfo-
rmances, specially curated social
spaces and an opportunity to
network with a diverse set of
speakers. Getting an opportunity to
interact with an Olympian is
unique for many reasons and that
is why we are eager for audience
to hear Neha’s story

VIIVECK VERMA
LICENSEE AND CURATOR OF TEDX

HYDERABAD

CREATING WAVES WITH
A DIFFERENT BAT

VARUN TEJ'S
mass entertainer

sticks the landing
he wise words of
Tanikella Bharani
in Athadu,
“Meeru entha
silent ga untay
murder antha

violent ga untundi (Murder
done in silence is more vio-
lent),” are seldom followed
by Telugu filmmakers.

There is no silence before
the storm. Watching a mass
masala Telugu entertainer is
like being swept off your
feet — like by a parent
when one was a kid — and
spun around like a toy until
you are dizzy and exhaust-
ed. But it is fun and you
can’t wait to do it again.

Valmiki aka
Gaddalakonda Ganesh is a
similar rollercoaster of a
movie. The script, penned
by director-writer Karthik
Subbaraj, provides a strong
support to director Harish
Shankar and cinematogra-
pher Ayananka Bose who
never keep the camera idle.
Never taking eyes of the
tour-de-force, that is
Gaddalakonda Ganesh
(Varun Tej).

Varun Tej, who is known
to experiment with the
films he chooses, built him-
self into the role of a vil-

lain-turned-hero, with the
final touches from the
make-up crew. He was far
from the usual chocolate
boy image he has been
associated with thus far. He
yells, curses in Telangana
accent, laughs at your mis-
ery and kills without
remorse. He towers over a
large cast, including the
second lead Abhilash
(Atharvaa Murali) and stays
in sync with the deafening
background score by
Mickey J. Meyer that fol-
lows him in every scene.

But all this leaves you
disoriented. The edges turn
blurry until everything
begins to look the same. If
every shot is a close-up how
do I know what to look at?
If the duration of all shots
is unequally distributed
(editing by Chotta K
Naidu) then how do I feel
the rhythm of the story? If
locations are covered in a
layer of sepia how do I get
the sense of the place? If all
dialogues are punch dia-
logues then how do I which
ones convey comedy which
ones convey tragedy?

But punch dialogues are
what Telugu films are
known for, especially the
way the characters make
fun of each other by throw-
ing twisted English words
(and also mathematical
equations in this movie) at
each other. Brahmaji,
Prabhas Sreenu and Satya
Akkala do not restrain
themselves from doing ver-
bal gymnastics for the sake
of comedy.

The less said about the
heroines the better. This is
probably what the director
thought while shooting the
film. Mirnalini Ravi and
Pooja Hegde look like they
are part of another movie
altogether. But thanks to
the script Mirnalini Ravi’s
character, at a crucial junc-

ture, does help hurl the sto-
ry in a different direction.

All said, there is not a
boring moment in the
movie thanks to the origi-
nal script of Jigarthnada,
the Tamil movie on which
this is based. I wouldn’t call
Valmiki a remake though.

Valmiki deviates from
Jigarthnada in the end. In
the Tamil original, the
gangster (Bobby Simha)
goes through a catharsis
which turns him into a per-
son who is the polar oppo-
site of what he was in the
beginning. Though some-
thing similar happens to
Varun Tej the payoff is not
as much because the origi-
nal ending would require
bringing down the role of
the larger-than-life Telugu
hero to the level of a com-
mon man, which is unheard
of Telugu movies. The audi-
ence, deprived of this
catharsis, have to content
with the macho action
sequences to whistle and
cheer for. Until then, the
audience have to make do
with the yesteryear Telugu
hits that new movies make
references to; to make up
for the lack of material this
generation can look up to. 

T

Valmiki is a promising movie with a lot
going for it. A little too much in fact. 
It juggles between Varun Tej and other
supporting cast, most of them who do
justice to their roles. But this movie also
reminds you of the cacophony that the
Telugu film industry seems to be filled with.
KEDAR N writes about the hits, misses and
whistles associated with this mass movie

VERDICT:

A definite watch for
teenagers and budding
filmmakers. The script
of the movie provides
enough twists and turns
to keep you in the seats
while Varun Tej dis-
tracts you with his sharp
rugged looks and angry
stares. This is an enter-
taining potboiler with a
large cast catering to the
fancies of an excitable
male crowd.

Rating: 3.5/5

Neha Aggarwal
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odel Katie Price says she will get rid of her pink
cars because they “get her into trouble”.

The model has cars customised in her favourite
shade — including a Range Rover and a Fiat
Ducato horsebox — but soon photos of her driving
round her Sussex mansion in these cars will be a

thing of the past, reports mirror.co.uk.
“My pink cars are going because they get me into trouble,”

Katie said during an interview with Flex FM.
In February, Katie was banned from driving for three

months after being convicted of being nearly twice the legal
limit while in charge of her pink Range Rover. The car was
found crashed in a bush following a party.

Katie had tried to argue she was not in control of the 4x4 in
the early hours of October and a mystery man had driven, but
the judge ruled Katie was not a
“credible” witness.

He found her guilty of being in
charge of the vehicle while over
the legal limit but ordered a
charge of drink-driving to be
dropped.

The three-month driving ban
was added to another from earli-
er in the year where Katie was
summoned to court for getting
behind the wheel while disquali-
fied and uninsured.

Katie was spotted driving a
Ford Fiesta near her Sussex
home, later claiming she wrongly
believed that an earlier road ban
for speeding had expired.

M
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celeb talks

ndian
web
series Sacred
Games and
anthology Lust
Stories have received

nominations at the International Emmy
Awards 2019.

Filmmaker Anurag Kashyap on Thursday
took to Instagram to announce that Netflix’s
anthology Lust Stories has been nominated under the
Best Miniseries category while Sacred Games has
bagged nomination in the Best Drama section.

Also, actress Radhika Apte has been nominated for
Best Actress for her performance in Lust Stories.

“What a day...Emmy nominations,” Kashyap wrote.
Not only this, Sunidhi Chauhan’s The Remix is

competing in the non-scripted entertainment catego-
ry with nominees from Argentina, Belgium and the

UK. The
Remix is a

reality competi-
tion web television

series. Announcing the
nominations, Bruce L.

Paisner, President and Chief
Executive Officer of the

International Academy of Television
Arts & Sciences, said, “The diversity,

geographic spread and quality of this year’s
nominees is a testament to the increasing

wealth of outstanding television being created on the
global scale.”

On receiving the Best Actress nomination, Radhika
Apte expressed her happiness on social media.
“International Emmy,” she wrote.

The 47th edition of International Emmy Awards will
take place in New York on November 25.

SACRED GAMES, 
LUST STORIES IN EMMY

NOMINATIONS’ LIST

I

KATIE PRICE TO GET
RID OF PINK CARS

ilm and television actress Claire Forlani
has been announced as the ambassador for
International Union Against Tuberculosis
and Lung Disease (The Union) recently.
The actress will deliver a speech on lung
health at the opening ceremony of the 50th

Union World Conference that will be held in
Hyderabad from October 30 to November2. More
than 2,500 delegates including political leaders and
health sector officials and civil society organisations
from across the world shall attend the conference. “It
is shocking that today TB is the world’s largest infec-
tious disease killer, despite it being preventable, treat-
able and curable,” said Claire Forlani. “I am grateful
to be able to help raise awareness of this disease,
beginning with The Union’s conference in Hyderabad.
We cannot end TB around the world unless we end
it in India.” “We are delighted that Claire has accept-
ed  this vital role and honoured that she is coming
to India to see the challenges for herself,” said José
Luis Castro, Executive Director of the Union. “The
fight to beat TB is an emergency, and it is our hope
that the conference will provide continuing momen-
tum in the drive to eliminate the disease both in India
and worldwide.”  The conference will also host the
inaugural Survivors
Summit on
T u e s d a y ,
October 29.

F

CLAIRE IS
AMBASSADOR
FOR ‘THE UNION’
IN INDIA

he release of Ayushmann
Khurrana’s next, Bala, has been
preponed by a week, it emerged
on Friday. The satirical black
comedy, which was earlier slated
to hit the screens on November

22, will now release on November 15.
Dharma Productions’ Karan Johar made
the annoucement on behalf of Maddock
Films’ Dinesh Vijan, the producer of Bala.

Taking to his Twitter account, Karan
wrote, “The Further GOOD NEWWZ
(pardon the plug) is that my friends funny,
poignant and mazedar film #Bala has a
new date which I am proud to announce to
all of you! And it’s a week earlier!
#DineshVijan @ayushmannk @bhumiped-

nekar! The new date is 15th November
2019!”

It is to be noted that Dharma
Productions’ Bhoot: Part One - The
Haunted Ship, starring Vicky Kaushal and
Bhumi Pednekar as the lead pair, was earli-
er scheduled to arrive in cinemas on
November 15. The film has now been

moved to February 21 next year, Karan
announced in his previous tweet.

He wrote on the micro-blogging plat-
form, “The tides have changed!!! Even
FEAR  needs precision! And for that we
need the time to scare you sufficiently and
efficiently! #BHOOT has a new date !! The
21st of FEBRUARY 2020 ! SEA you then

and try and help @vickykaushal09 escape
this haunted ship! And some further news
......”

While there is nothing unusual about the
rescheduling of film releases, the mention
of ‘Good Newwz’ in Karan’s second tweet
has led to speculations that the Akshay
Kumar-starrer will now release in cinemas
on November 22. The Dharma Productions
venture, co-starring Kareena Kapoor Khan,
Diljit Dosanjh and Kiara Advani, is slotted
for a December 27 release.

Meanwhile, Bala sees Ayushmann play-
ing a man who is balding prematurely. The
film, directed by Amar Kaushik of Stree
fame, also features Bhumi Pednekar and
Yami Gautam.

BALA RELEASE DATE
PREPONED TO
NOVEMBER 15T

MAYIM
BIALIK, JIM
PARSONS TO
REUNITE FOR
COMEDY
CARLA

ctor Jim Parsons is re-uniting
with his The Big Bang Theory
co-star Mayim Bialik for a com-
edy series titled, Carla.

The multi-camera comedy is
based on hit BBC show

Miranda, reports variety.com. Bialik and
Parsons will executive produce the show,
with Bialik also expected to star in the
series. It is expected to launch in 2020.

Bialik will be seen playing Carla, a 
39-year-old woman who struggles every
day against society and her mother to
prove that one cannot have everything one
wants and yet be happy. To prove her
point, Carla spends the money her parents
set aside for her wedding to open Cat
Cafe.

Darlene Hunt will write and executive
produce the series, which will be a co-pro-
duction between Warner Bros. Television
and Fox Entertainment.

“Carla is an unapologetically big, broad
multi-cam with a strong female point-of-
view, pushing the format in a way that will
be distinctive. With the A+ creative team,
our partners at Warner Bros., led by the
inimitable Peter Roth, and BBC Studios,
we think we have something truly special
here,” said Michael Thorn, president of
entertainment for Fox Entertainment. 

The potential series is a co-production
between Fox Entertainment and Warner
Bros. TV, where Parsons and Bialik are
both under overall deals following their
longtime relationship with the studio
behind Big Bang Theory. 

As an Indie broadcast network without
a studio counterpart following its asset sale
to Disney, Fox is boarding many of its new
shows as co-productions as a way to
ensure it retains at least a partial owner-
ship stake in its content.

A



Every woman comes across
situations that Keerthy faces
in the film, which is why it
will connect with them
more

MAHESH S. KONERU,
PRODUCER

n a hurried
development,
the makers of
H a r i s h
S h a n k a r ’ s
Valmiki on

Thursday evening have
changed the film’s title to
Gaddalakonda Ganesh.
The controversy sur-
rounding the title has
been brewing for the
past four months. With
the collector offices of
Kurnool and
Anantapur issuing
orders to theatres
which were set to the
screen the film on
Friday to cease from
exhibiting it, sensing
law and order prob-
lems, the makers have
decided to change the
title. Earlier this
month, a petition,
filed by the Boya
community leaders,
seeking a change of
title was moved in
the Telangana High
Court. 

“When Boya
Hakkula Porata
Samithi asked us to
remove the gun
from the film’s
poster, we’ve oblig-
ed. Since its incep-
tion, I was sure
the film will talk
about the great-
ness of Valmiki
sage to the cur-
rent generation.

No filmmaker will invest 40
crores and a year of his time to
attract controversies. We felt
once the concerned sections
watch the film they can express
their objections if any but that
wasn’t meant to be, which is
unfortunate. We thought since
the film already cleared certifi-
cation half our job was done. In
fact, the film boasts a couple of
dialogues which speak about
the greatness of Valmiki. I feel
I’ve lost. Not as a filmmaker or
as a writer. But as someone who
comes from a Hindu religion, I
failed to present my respect

towards Valmiki in a film,” he
said. He added that as a direc-
tor he got his remuneration like
his actor Varun Tej. “The pro-
ducers too made good business
deals but the distributors who
acquired the film for Kurnool
and Anantapur stare at losses.
And so, we’ve decided to change
to the title,” he pointed out,
before hiding his emotions.

The title change seems to
have a little effect on the film,
which opened to good numbers
on Friday across the two Telugu
states. The critical acclaim too
is varying from average to good.

fter announcing
that he will be
introducing the
famous stunt
master Peter
Heins, known

for his outstanding work in
films like Ghajini ,
Magadheera and the
Baabubali series among oth-
ers, as a director earlier this
month, it seems that pro-
ducer Nallamalupu Bujji
has got a lead actor in
place to spearhead
the project.  

According to
the buzz, he has
roped in
B el lamkonda

Sreenivas for the
project, a romantic

action-drama set in
a family space. Word

in the corridors of
Telugu industry has it
that Heins vision for the
action sequences aside;
his depth in the emo-
tional content has sealed
the deal for the actor.
The fact that Bujji is also
close to Bellamkonda fam-
ily might have worked in
favour of Heins.

When we contacted Bujji, he
wasn’t forthcoming on details.
The yet- to-be-titled project, to be
launched on Dussera, will move
to floors towards year-end.
Sreenivas, who is riding high on
the accolades he received for his
outing in Rakshasudu, is in
talks with Trinadha Rao
Nakkina as well for his next.

fter Bollywood superstar Salman
Khan posted the Hindi trailer of Sye
Raa Narasimha Reddy before extend-
ing his wishes to Charan and
Chiranjeevi on Thursday on Twitter,
his friend and fellow superstar Aamir

Khan too followed suit. The Dangal actor laud-
ed the film’s scale and said he is a big fan of
Chiranjeevi. “Just saw the trailer of Sye Raa...!
Huge scale! I am a big fan of Chiranjeevi Garu
and I can’t wait to see the film! All the very
best to Chiranjeevi Sir, Ram Charan and the
entire team, (sic)” he wrote on social media. 

Earlier this April, Aamir ran into
Chiranjeevi at the Kyoto airport and he
shared a picture from their impromptu
meeting. “Ran into one of my favourite
actors, Superstar Chiranjeevi Garu at
Kyoto airport! What a pleasant surprise.
Discussed his new project about freedom
fighter Uyyalawada Narasimha Reddy. You
are always such an inspiration sir, (sic)" he
had posted on Twitter.
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he 52-second teaser of
Keerthy Suresh-star-
rer Miss India which
was unvei led last
month ended with the
national award win-

ning actress sipping beverage
out of a mug, staring into the
horizon while standing on a ter-
race. It went viral within no
time, increasing the expectations
on the film. In fact, this shot has
a lot of significance with the char-
acter she enacts in the film, The
Pioneer has reliably learnt.
Contrary to some reports, which
said she will be seen as a model,
we’ve learnt she will be playing
chaiwali in the feel-good enter-
tainer.

“Keerthy’s part will be seen as
a student who goes abroad for
higher studies. She is on the
lookout for a part-time job, which
she fails to get. Around this time,
one of the characters close to her
spots her natural talent she has
for making a great cup of tea;
an art she had learned from
her grandfather. She soon
realizes that she can embark
on a career path by setting
up tea outlets in foreign
shores. The locals take
an immediate fancy to
her outlets and thus
begins her and the film’s

journey,” informed a source close
to the unit.

The source adds that it is a typ-
ical underdog story filled with

many emotional moments and
humour. The makers believe
the content can resonate with
women in particular.

“Every woman comes
across  s ituat ions that
Keerthy faces in the film,
which is why it will con-
nect with them more,” pro-
ducer Mahesh S. Koneru
had said at the film’s
launch earlier this year.

Newcomer Narendra
Nath, who is a gold
medalist  f rom
Satyaj it  R ay Fi lm
Institute, is directing
the f i lm,  which is
almost in the final stages
of a wrap-up, while S.S.
Thaman is the music director.
The supporting cast is stacked
up with the likes of Rajendra
Prasad,  Naresh,  Nadiya,
Naveen Chandra, Kamal
Kamaraju and Poojita
Ponnada.

Contrary to reports, which said she will be seen as a model,
we've learnt she will be playing chaiwali in the 
feel-good entertainer, finds NAGARAJ GOUD

T KEERTHY WILL BE SEEN
AS A STUDENT WHO
GOES ABROAD FOR
HIGHER STUDIES. SHE IS
ON THE LOOKOUT FOR A
PART-TIME JOB, WHICH
SHE FAILS TO GET. SO
SHE SETS UP TEA
OUTLETS TO BUILD A
CAREER

eems like Allu Arjun is keen on compensating his close to 18

months absence from cinema with multiple projects next year.

The actor, who is a part of Trivikram’s Ala Vaikunthapuramlo

right now, has two more projects in his kitty: one with Sukumar

and another one with Venu Sreeram. He has already initiated

talks with A.R. Murugadoss earlier

this year. And now, if reports are to be

believed, he has recently been approached

by Tamil director Atlee for a possible col-

laboration next year. It’s a no secret that

Bunny wants to make his Tamil debut and

he even launched a film with Lingusamy

in Chennai more than three years ago but

it was later shelved due to reasons undis-

closed. Film with Atlee will be a Telugu-

Tamil bilingual with his home banner Geetha

Arts tipped to produce it though an official

word is awaited.  The Mersal director, who

is now awaiting the release of Bigil,

was sometime back attached to

make a film for Aswini Dutt with

Jr NTR in the lead, but there has

been no significant development

on the project.

S

Bunny to realise his

bilingual dream with Atlee?

Aamir raves 
about the 
scale of 

SYE RAA…
A

Aamir Khan earlier had an impromptu
meet with megastar Chiranjeevi at

Kyoto airport
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H
ere is the first look of Vijay Deverakonda from World Famous Lover, his film 
with Kranthi Madhav. An emotional love story, the film, from the stables of 
Creative Commercials, co-stars Raashi Khanna, Aishwarya Rajesh, Catherine Tresa and
Izabella Leite.

Harish gets emotional
on Valmiki title change

Keerthy turns
CHAIWALI
for Miss India

Sreenivas to feature 
in Peter Heins

directorial debut?

A
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AFP nMANCHESTER

L
ast season’s runners-up
Arsenal romped to an
impressive 3-0 victory at

Eintracht Frankfurt in their Europa
League opener on Thursday as
Mason Greenwood spared
Manchester United’s blushes and
Rangers got the better of
Feyenoord.

On a night which featured five
British clubs in action, Unai
Emery’s much-changed side
enjoyed the best result of all with
youngsters Joe Willock and
Bukayo Saka scoring in Germany.

In between, Dominik Kohr

was sent off for last season’s beat-
en semi-finalists Frankfurt, and
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang
made sure of the win for Arsenal
in the Group F clash.

Their next game will be at
home to Standard Liege, who beat
Vitoria Guimaraes 2-0 on
Thursday.

At Old Trafford, United had
teenager Greenwood to thank as
the 17-year-old’s goal gave them a
1-0 win over Astana of Kazakhstan
in Group L.

The group’s other game saw
AZ Alkmaar come from behind to
draw 2-2 with Partizan Belgrade in
Serbia despite playing more than

an hour with 10 men.
Wolverhampton Wanderers

were unable to make it three wins
out of three for Premier League
clubs as they slumped to a 1-0
home defeat against Braga at
Molineux.

Ricardo Horta’s second-half
goal gave the Portuguese club all
three points in Group K and it was
a disappointing night for a Wolves
team who are still without a win
in the Premier League this season.

In the same group Slovan
Bratislava were 4-2 winners at
home to Besiktas, who welcome
Wolves to Istanbul in a fortnight.

Meanwhile, Steven Gerrard’s

Rangers started in fine fashion as
they edged out Feyenoord 1-0 at
Ibrox in Group G with Sheyi Ojo
scoring the only goal of the game
midway through the first half.

It is an ideal start for Rangers
in a tough group and their next
match will be away in Switzerland
against Young Boys, who lost 2-1
at Porto on Thursday with
Tiquinho netting twice for the
hosts.

Celtic battled to a 1-1 draw
with Rennes in France in a fiery
Group E encounter, with Ryan
Christie’s second-half penalty can-
celling out M’Baye Niang’s 38th-
minute spot-kick for the hosts
before the visitors had Vakoun
Issouf Bayo sent off at the death.

GLADBACH STUNNED
They now host CFR Cluj, the

same side who eliminated them in
Champions League qualifying.
The Romanians shocked Lazio 2-
1 on Thursday.

Elsewhere, Sevilla beat
Qarabag 3-0 in Azerbaijan in
Group A with Javier Hernandez
getting their opening goal.

PSV Eindhoven opened up
Group D with a 3-2 victory against
Sporting Lisbon while Roma
crushed Istanbul Basaksehir 4-0 in
Group J.

In the same group Borussia
Moenchengladbach were stunned
by Wolfsberg, losing 4-0 at home
to the unheralded Austrian side
who were making their group-
stage debut.

It was a heaviest ever home
defeat in Europe for Gladbach, the
two-time former UEFA Cup win-
ners.

The biggest winners on the
night were Basel, as the Swiss side
hammered FC Krasnodar 5-0.

3
Wolves have lost three
consecutive games in all
competitions for the first time

since November 2018 — the only
previous time they had done so
under Nuno Espírito Santo

2
Man United have recorded
back-to-back wins across all
competitions for the first time

since March 2019 (a run of three,
featuring their victory at PSG)

1
Mason Greenwood is the first
player born in the 2000s to
score a senior goal for

Manchester United (Oct 2001)

18
Bukayo Saka is the
youngest player to score
for Arsenal in the Europa

League/Champions League since
Oct 2008, when Aaron Ramsey
(17y 300d) netted against
Fenerbahce

1
For the first time in his AS
Roma's career Nicolò Zaniolo
has both scored and assisted

in the same match (all comps)

1
Munir el haddadi has scored
in three games in a row in
UEFA Cup/UEFA Europa

League, becoming in the first
Spanish player for Sevilla to do so
alongside Kepa, Magdaleno and
Santi

37
There were 37 passes in
the build-up to Sevilla's
third goal scored by

Óliver Torres against FK Qarabag
last night, with all 11 Sevilla
players touching the ball in the
sequence leading to the goal 

3
Frankfurt's 0-3 defeat against
Arsenal was the club's
highest home loss in an

UEFA competition match ever. 

FIGURATIVELY

PTI n NEW DELHI 

Forward Lalit Upadhyay and drag-flicker
Rupinderpal Singh on Friday returned to the

20-member Indian men’s hockey squad, to be led
by Manpreet Singh, for the tour of Belgium from
September 26 to October 3.

India will be playing three matches against
Belgium and two matches against Spain during
the week-long tour.

Upadhyay will be making a comeback after
having last played during the men’s World Cup
in Bhubaneswar. Rupinderpal had missed out on
the Olympic Test Event earlier this year.

Goalkeeper PR Sreejesh joins the side after
being rested for the Olympic Test Event while
Krishan B Pathak is the other goalkeeper in the
team.

“All the players in the squad complement each
other very well and we are hoping that the team
continues its good form. We are delighted to have
Lalit back in the squad as he will play a vital role
in the forward line,” chief coach Graham Reid
said.

He was also happy that Rupinderpal worked
on his game during his time away from the
national team and is now back in the mix.

“It’s fantastic to have Rupinderpal back in the
side as well, he has improved his game since the
Men’s Series Finals. We are still looking to fine-
tune a few aspects of our game before we leave
for Belgium,” said Reid.

The Australian said that the tour of Belgium
will be the perfect preparation for the FIH Hockey
Olympic Qualifiers match against Russia in
Odisha.

“Belgium are a strong team and if we perform
well against them at their own backyard, then the
team will gain a lot of confidence ahead of the
Olympic Qualifiers match against Russia. We are
expecting a tough challenge from Spain as well.”

PTI n EKATERINBURG 

A
sian champion Amit Panghal
(52kg) on Friday became the first
Indian to enter the finals of the

World Men’s Boxing Championship
while Manish Kaushik (63kg) signed off
with a Bronze medal after going down
in the semifinals here.

Second seeded Panghal prevailed 3-
2 against Kazakhstan’s Saken Bibossinov
in the last-four stage.

But Commonwealth Games Silver-
winner Kaushik, competing in his
debut world championship, lost 0-5 to
top-seeded Cuban Andy Gomez Cruz,
a Gold-medallist from the previous edi-
tion besides being the reigning Pan-
American Games champion.

“The bout went very well for me
although I had to put in more effort
than I had thought. It is a huge achieve-
ment for Indian boxing and I am

thankful for all the support that I have
got,” Panghal said after the triumph.
Today, he will take on Uzbekistan’s
Shakhobidin Zoirov, the reigning
Olympic champion. Zoirov defeated
Frenchman Billal Bennama in his semi-
final showdown.

Before this, India had never won
more than one Bronze medal in a sin-
gle edition of the world championships

but Panghal and Kaushik
changed that by making the
semifinals.

“I am going to push hard
for a Gold,” said Panghal.

His trademark pace and
ability to adapt coming in

handy, Panghal outmaneuvered the
taller Kazakh, who came into the semis
after upstaging reigning Artur
Hovhannisyan in the quarterfinals.

The diminutive Armyman was
more accurate, put more power into his

punches and was sharp defensively
against the Kazakh. This was after
Panghal spent most of the first round
getting a measure of his rival.

Bibossinov was no pushover either
and tried his level best to cash in on the
height advantage but the Indian kept
him at a distance to ensure that most of
the Kazakh’s attacks either didn’t con-
nect or lacked in impact.

In the other semifinal bout featur-
ing an Indian, Kaushik struggled to keep
up with the Cuban, whose counter-
attacking game was simply outstanding.

Kaushik did get a few body punch-
es through but couldn’t fend off the
counter-strikes that came his way in all
the three rounds. “I gave it my all but
I guess there are a few things lacking in
my game, which I will try to improve
on. I will work harder and deliver bet-
ter results in the coming tournaments,”
Kaushik said.

PTI n NUR-SULTAN

Veteran Sushil Kumar’s
return to the World

Championship after eight
years lasted just six minutes as
he lost his opening bout
to Khadzhimurad
Gadzhiyev of Azerbaijan
here on Friday.

Using all his experi-
ence, the wily Indian had
raced to a 9-4 lead but
conceded seven points in
a row to his opponent to lose
his 74kg qualification round
bout 9-11.

The Azerbaijani wrestler
later lost his quarterfinal bout
to USA’s Jordan Ernest
Burroughs,  resulting to
Sushil’s ouster from the cham-
pionship.

The 36-year-old two-
time Olympic medallist
has been struggling for
long as he had made a
first round exit from
the 2018 Asian
Games as well.

He recently
returned to the
mat for the first
time since his
defeat in Jakarta
when he com-
peted at an
event in Minsk,
Belarus where
he had finished fifth.

Sushil conceded that he
lacked stamina but promised
better performances in the
future.

“I felt good on the mat. I
was fast but definitely lacked the
stamina. I also need to work on

my defence,” Sunshil said. “But
I am happy with this comeback.
I competed better than in the
Asian Games. In the coming
days, you will see better perfor-
mance. My coach is working out

a plan for tournaments
I need to play. I will try
to qualify for the
Olympics from the
Asian events now,” he
added.

In the other cate-
gory which offered

Olympic qualification on Friday,
Sumit Malik lost his 125kg first

round bout 0-2 to
H u n g a r y ’s
Daniel ligeti,
who later lost
in quarterfi-
nals.

PTI n CHANGZHOU

BSai Praneeth suffered a three-game loss to world
No 9 Anthony Sinisuka Ginting in the quarterfi-

nals to draw curtains on India’s campaign at the China
Open World Tour Super 1000 badminton tournament
on Friday.

Almost a month after dispatching the Indonesian
en route his historic world championships Bronze at
Basel, world No 15 Praneeth went down to the same
opponent 21-16, 6-21, 16-21 in 55 minutes to end his
campaign here.

Ginting will now take on eighth seeded Denmark’s
Anders Antonsen, who had clinched the Silver at the
World Championships.

Praneeth, who had reached the finals of Swiss
Open early this year, came into the match with a 3-
2 advantage in the head-to-head count against
Ginting but he ran out of steam after winning the
opening game.

In the second game, Ginting galloped to a 9-4 lead
after grabbing six straight points and entered the inter-
val with a cushion of 11-5.

The Indonesian continued to rule the roost after
the break, jumping to a massive 18-6 lead and soon
roared back into the contest.

The decider was a close affair as Praneeth erased
a 2-6 deficit to catch up with Ginting and was ahead
11-7 at the breather. A fighting Ginting, however,
turned the tables after reeling off six points on the trot
to reach 13-12. 

The Indonesian kept his hold on the proceedings
after that to grab four match points and converted it
easily to enter the semifinals.

PTI n NEW DELHI 

Amedallist on debut
at amateur boxing’s

biggest stage, world
championship Bronze-
winner Manish
Kaushik (63kg) says he
was sure of finishing
on the podium in
Russia, the day he tri-
umphed in the selec-
tion trials.

The 25-year-old,
who hails from Devsar
village which is about
5km from the cradle of
Indian boxing —
Bhiwani, signed off
with a Bronze on
Friday after losing 0-5
to top-seeded Cuban
Andy Gomez Cruz.

“My draw was
tough and before that I
had a tough trial bout
against Shiva (Thapa).
Once I beat him, I got
the confidence that I
would win a world
medal,” Kaushik said,
referring to his long-
standing home rivalry
with Thapa, a three-
time Asian medallist
and a 2015 world
Bronze-winner.

The disappoint-
ment of the semifinal

loss apart, Kaushik can
take heart from a stel-
lar run at the big event.
Among the opponents
he took down en route
the semifinals was
Mongolia’s  fourth-
seeded Baatarsukhiin
Chinzorig, an Asian
Games Silver-medal-
list and a two-time
Asian Championships
medal-winner.

Speaking of getting
better, coming up for
him is the Olympic
Qualifiers in February
next year in China.
The medal in
Ekaterinburg has
sealed his spot in the
Indian team and
Kaushik said he could-
n’t have been more
relieved.

“Now that I am
assured of a place in
the Olympic Qualifiers,
I feel there is less pres-
sure on me,” he said.

“I can prepare
myself more confident-
ly as I know that I
don’t have to give trials.
It would help me be at
my best in the quali-
fiers and hopefully
clinch a spot for
Tokyo,” he added.

PTI n YOGYAKARTA

GSathiyan on Friday
became only the second

Indian to reach the men’s
singles quarterfinals at the
Asian Table Tennis
Championships when he
defeated An-Ji Song of
North Korea here.

Sathiyan, currently the
top-ranked Indian in the
world, hardly
broke a sweat as he
notched up a 11-7,
11-8, 11-6 win against
his North Korean oppo-
nent in the pre-quarterfinal
match that lasted 22 min-
utes.

The only other occasion
when an Indian paddler
had reached the singles
quarterfinals was when
Sudhir Phadke beat a
Chinese in the pre-quarter-
finals of the Asian
Championships in
Pyongyang way back in
1976.

The Indian, ranked 30 in
the world, will take on world
number 4 Chinese Lin
Gaoyuan in the quarterfi-
nals.

“I am extremely happy
to reach the quarterfinals for
the first time and it has
been a wonderful journey so
far. I would really love to set
the bar high for Indian table
tennis and hungry to go
even further in the tourna-
ment,” said an elated
Saithyan.

Asked what his plans
would be against his oppo-
nent in the quarterfinals,
Sathiyan said: “I will go with
an aim to win and try to play
my best. I am underdog and

all the pressure is on
Gaoyuan.”

Reminded that he and
Achanta Sharath Kamal had
an impressive outing
against Gao and his
partner earlier in the
day in men’s doubles,
Sathiyan said, “Yes,
we were almost in the
medal round and that
would have been his-
toric. But in the
decider they (Chinese)
pulled it off.”

In the men’s doubles,
the pair of Sathiyan and
Sharath Kamal failed to
reach the medal round in the
men’s double as they lost to
the Chinese duo of Liang
Jingkun and Lin Gaoyuan 6-
11, 12-10, 7-11, 11-8, 7-11.

Except for Sharath and
Harmeet Desai who could

not go past the round of 64,
the other three Indians —
Sathiyan, Amalraj and Manav
— made it to the round of 32

in the men’s singles.
Only Sathiyan sur-
vived to move into
the pre-quarterfinals
and then to the quar-
terfinals while the
other two exited.

Among the
women players, only

Ayhika entered the pre-quar-
terfinals before losing to
three-time world champion
and reigning Olympic cham-
pion Ding Ning of China 5-
11, 13-11, 4-11, 9-11.

Manika Batra lost to
Hitomi Sato of Japan 9-11, 8-
11, 4-11 in the round of 32
while Archana lost to Feng
Tianwei of Singapore 9-11, 9-
11, 11-9, 4-11. 

Amit 1st Indian to enter World’s final

“Everybody can be happy and
continuing in this competition is
important, so it was
good to get a good
win, especially away
from home.”

—UNAI EMERY
(Arsenal manager)

“We made it hard for ourselves.
Games like these, you want to make
sure you win the game in the first 20
minutes and you can enjoy it. You
could see some of our lads needed

games but it’s pleasing we
got the three points.”

—OLE GUNNAR
SOLSKJAER

(Manchester
United boss)

“I’m so happy to score for Arsenal,
it’s a dream come true — I have
been dreaming of this moment
since I was a kid. I just want to keep
working hard to make
sure I can feel this
feeling again.”

—BUKAYO SAKA
(Arsenal winger)

“We did well in the first half, we
dominated, the only thing missing
was a goal. We kept our heads up
after going down and the result

doesn’t reflect our
performance.”

—KEVIN TRAPP
(Frankfurt 
goalkeeper)

Amit Panghal (52kg) being declared the winner of his bout against Saken Bibossinov at World C’ship PTI

Greenwood saves from Astana shock

Mason Greenwood celebrates scoring Manchester United’s goal during the Europa League Group L match against Astana AP

English teenager rescues Man Utd from embarrassing start; Arsenal, Rangers, Sevilla win 

Sushil's return
lasts just one bout

G Sathiyan celebrates after winning his last 16 match ITTF/Twitter

Sathiyan enters Asian quarters

B Sai Praneeth returns a shot during his match BWF

Mandeep Singh & Rupinder Pal Singh in a file picture PTI

Rupinder, Lalit back
for Belgium tour

Manish Kaushik (blue) during his bout against Andy Gomez
Cruz at World Men's Boxing Championship. Kaushik signed off
with a Bronze medal after going down in the semifinals PTI

I knew I'll get a
medal: Manish

India’s campaign
end in China


