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The Niti Aayog has identified
15 places, including Delhi,

Mumbai and Ahmedabad as
“high case load” and said India’s
success in battling coronavirus
pandemic is dependent on
them. Out of these 15, seven
districts show particularly high
case volumes. They are
Hyderabad (Telangana), Pune
(Maharashtra), Jaipur
(Rajasthan), Indore (Madhya
Pradesh), Ahmedabad
(Gujarat), Mumbai
(Maharashtra) and Delhi.

Other high case load places
that are “critical” in the battle
against Covid-19 include —
Vadodara (Gujarat), Kurnool
(Andhra Pradesh), Bhopal
(Madhya Pradesh), Jodhpur
(Rajasthan), Agra (Uttar
Pradesh), Thane
(Maharashtra), Chennai (Tamil
Nadu) and Surat (Gujarat).

“These 15 districts are crit-
ical in our battle against Covid-
19. Of them, 7 show particu-
larly high case volumes. India’s
success in battling Covid-19 is
dependent on them. We must
aggressively monitor, contain,

test, treat in these districts! We
must win here,” NITI Aayog
CEO Amitabh Kant said.

As per the report, Gujarat
and Maharashtra are the only
States where three districts in
each are in “critical” situation.
Gujarat’s Ahmedabad,
Vadodara and Surat districts
and Maharashtra’s Thane, Pune
and Mumbai are declared “crit-
ical”. Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan with two districts
each are mentioned in the list
with Bhopal and Indore, and
Jodhpur and Jaipur respective-
ly as critical hotspots.

Among the “high case vol-
ume districts”, Delhi with 100
per cent contribution to “State
case load” and 12.62 per cent
contribution to “India case
load” is passing through most
crucial phase in the fight
against the novel coronavirus
pandemic amid reports of 54

deaths and 3,108 confirmed
infected cases, the data said.

Ahmedabad in Gujarat is
second in terms of contribution
to State case load estimated
66.07 per cent and 9.43 per cent
to India case load; followed by
Hyderabad with 55.64 per cent
State case load and 2.41 India
case load and Indore with
49.57 per cent State case load
and 4.48 per cent India case
load contribution.

Jaipur with 36.98 per cent
State case load and 3.49 per
cent India case load is on the
fifth position in terms of “high
case volumes” followed by
Mumbai with 33.30 per cent
State case load and 11.62 per
cent India case load contribu-
tion; and Pune with 8.45 per
cent State case load and 2.95
per cent India case load.

Kant said if we carefully
observe the daily and weekly
case growth rates in high case-
load States in conjunction, it is
“encouraging” that Telangana is
showing noticeable improve-
ment. The Government had on
March 29 constituted 11
empowered groups to suggest
measures to ramp up health-
care and put the economy back
on track. Kant heads the
Empowered Group coordinat-
ing with private sector NGOs
and international bodies.
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As the Covid-19 cases
breached 30,000 marks and

death surging to 1,000, India
moved up by two slots to the
15th position among the list of
20-worst Covid-19 affected
nations in the world in just a
week.

The total confirmed cases
in the country stood at 30,631
and 977 deaths, at 11 pm on
Tuesday on the basis of figures
reaching from States.

Experts said that the num-
ber could be on the higher side
given that India is yet to ramp
up the testing in the country.
Global data shows that as on
Tuesday, just 519 people per
million population are being
tested in India. This is quite low
when compared to other coun-
tries like Belgium and Canada
where the count is over 19,000
per million people.

Worldwide, over 31 lakh
people have been infected with
Covid-19 which has claimed
more than 2.1 lakh lives so far.

Maharashtra, Gujarat and
Delhi remained the worst
affected States, while Madhya
Pradesh stole march over
Rajasthan on Tuesday to occu-
py the fourth place. Rajasthan,
Tamil Nadu, UP and Andhra

Pradesh were ranked behind
them in that order.

Maharashtra has 8,590
cases. Gujarat reported anoth-
er big spike of 226 new cases,
raising total confirmed cases to
3,774 and 181 death, 19 of
them on Tuesday alone.

National Capital Delhi
reported 206 new cases to
reach a total of 3,314 and 54
deaths.

After recording 75 cases
cases on Monday, Madhya
Pradesh saw big leap adding
222 cases on Tuesday for a total
of 2,387 cases and 120 deaths. 

It turned out to be a Black
Tuesday in Tamil Nadu as 121
persons tested positive for
coronavirus on a single say tak-
ing the number of Covid-19
patients in the State to 2,058. 

The last few days have
been showing some kind of
fluctuations in the number of
persons tested positive for the

pandemic which encouraged
the government to loosen the
lockdown guidelines and this
could have played havoc,
according to medical 
experts.
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Just as plasma therapy offered
some hope for critical Covid-

19 patients, many of who
responded well to it, the Union
Health Ministry on Tuesday
tried to play down its efficacy
saying it is in experimental
stage and warned it can cause
life threatening complications
if not used in proper manner
under proper guidelines.

The Ministry’s observa-
tion comes days after the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), a health
research wing of the Ministry,
gave permission to a string of
States such as Rajasthan,
Maharashtra and Delhi to use

plasma of the Covid-19 cured
patient for the treatment of the
virus-infected person.

Ministry’s Joint Secretary
Lav Agarwal said currently
there are no approved therapies
for Covid-19 and there is not
enough evidence to claim that
plasma therapy can be used for
treatment of the disease.

“The ICMR has launched
a national-level study to assess
the efficacy of plasma therapy
in treatment of Covid-19,” he
said.

“Till ICMR concludes its
study and a robust scientific
proof is available, plasma ther-
apy should be used only for

research or trial purpose. If
plasma therapy is not used in
proper manner under proper
guidelines, then it can also
cause life threatening compli-
cations. It’ll be harmful to
patient and illegal,” Agarwal
added.

Incidentally, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal too
said in view of positive results
from a few Covid-19 patients,
his Government will conduct
more trials in the sector. On his
appeal scores of Tablighi
Jammat members who recov-
ered from the Covid-19 disease
registered to donate their plas-
ma.

“The Centre had given us
permission only for limited
trials of plasma therapy on crit-
ically ill Covid-19 patients at
LNJP hospital. We will conduct
more trials in the next 2-3 days
and then will seek permission
from the central government
next week, for all the serious
patients,” Kejriwal 
said.
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On a day when the Delhi
Government lifted lock-

down restrictions for electri-
cians, plumbers, and water
purifiers maintenance techni-
cians, the Capital crossed 3,314
coronavirus cases with no
deaths reported in last two
days, according to officials.

However, the relaxation
will not be applicable in con-
tainment zones. 

Delhi has 99 containment
zones and 54 deaths have been
registered till Tuesday evening.
A CRPF man, who died due to
Covid-19 in Delhi, is a first
such case among CAPFs.

An official order issued by
Chief Secretary Vijay Dev late
on Monday after an empow-
ered group, constituted by the
Delhi Disaster Management
Authority, recommended that
a section of service rendering
persons must be allowed to
work even if the lockdown is
extended beyond May 3.

Other activities that have

been exempted are veterinary
hospitals, dispensaries, clinics,
pathology, and sale and supply
of vaccine and medicines.
Movement (inter and intra-
state, including by air) of all
medical and veterinary per-
sonnel, scientists, nurses, para-
medical staff, lab technicians,
mid-wives and other hospital
support services including
ambulances have also been
allowed.

The operation of shelter
homes for children, disabled,

mentally challenged, senior
citizens, destitute, women and
widows, shops of educational
books for students, shops sell-
ing electric fans have also been
allowed to open.

The Chief Secretary asked
the agencies concerned, includ-
ing the Delhi Police, to ensure
that “status quo” be main-
tained across the city with
regard to restrictions that will
continue until further orders.

The MHA had earlier
allowed these services.
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Days after the lynching of
two seers of Juna Akhara

in Palghar, Maharashtra, which
created a massive furore across
the country, two sadhus were
battered to death in
Bulundshahr late on Monday.

The incident created ten-
sion in the area but swift action
by the police defused the situ-
ation. The police nabbed the
alleged killer about 2 kilome-
tres away from the spot. He was
allegedly under the influence of
cannabis.

The accused revealed that
after taking bhang on Monday
night he went to the temple and
killed the sadhus with a lathi.
He said that he carried out
God’s will, denying he had any
quarrel with the priests. The
senior official said the youth
will be interrogated at length
later as he was still under the
influence of the drug.

After the news spread
about the murder, tension ran

high in the area and people
assembled in large numbers
near the temple. Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
has assured strict action against
the accused. Yogi, who was
highly critical of the Palghar
incident, received a call from
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray who
requested him to take strict
action against the 
culprit.
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Washington: The US is car-
rying out a “very serious”
investigation against China,
President Donald Trump has
said, indicating that his
administration is looking at a
bigger compensation from
Beijing than the $140 billion
being sought by Germany
over the coronavirus pan-
demic.
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Noida: Five more people,
including two teenagers, tested
positive for coronavirus in
Uttar Pradesh’s Gautam Buddh
Nagar on Tuesday, taking the
district’s tally to 134, officials
said.
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(�	��)���������" Noida: The Gautam Buddh

Nagar administration has made
arrangements of free cab ser-
vice for people who need to
travel to Delhi for special med-
ications like dialysis or cancer
treatment amid the lockdown
imposed to control the spread
of coronavirus.
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New Delhi: China on Tuesday said it was “deeply concerned”
over the evaluation result of the Covid-19 rapid testing kits sup-
plied by two Chinese firms and subsequent decision by the Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR) to not use the equipment,
and hoped that India will resolve the issue “reasonably”.
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Expecting arrival of a huge
number of Odia migrant

labourers in the State from
other parts of the country,
Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik
in a videoconference on
Tuesday directed the
Government’s Covid-19
observers of different districts
to double the man-days under
the National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act
scheme (NREGS).

Patnaik asked the officials
to make the job scheme target-
oriented and increase the pre-
sent five lakh man-days under
the NREGS to 10 lakh man-

days daily in next one week.
He directed the Forest

Department to begin labour-
based works while ensuring
protection of the livelihood of
kendu leaf pluckers and
binders.

The Chief Minister also
asked the observers to look into
the food security of Odia
migrant labourers when they
return after the lockdown ends.
Whether the migrant labourers
hold NFSA or SFSA ration
cards, they shouldn’t face any
difficulties in getting grains.

Keeping the possible sce-
nario during the next eight to10
days in mind, he directed the
officials to be prepared and cre-
ate opportunities for the
migrant labourers at panchay-
at level. Especially, the quar-
antine centres at the panchay-
at level must get the priority.

����
����
�� The State
Government would set up
three more COBAS machines
that are playing a crucial role
in Covid-19 testing.

Industries Secretary
Hemant Kumar Sharma said
the three COBAS machines
would be installed in next two
months at three Government
medical colleges as per the
direction of Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik.

The machines would be set
up at the Koraput, Baleswar
and Balangir medical colleges,
he informed.

Currently, the RMRC,
Bhubaneswar has the State’s
only COBAS 6800 machine.
This has helped the
Government conduct more
number of tests of samples. Out
of about 2,500 samples being
tested daily, testing of 800 sam-
ples are being carried out in the
COBAS machine. PNS
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In view of the Covid-19 pan-
demic-induced lockdown,

the Orissa High Court on
Tuesday decided to suspend the
ensuing summer vacation of
courts in the State this 
year.

In a notification, the High
Court said that it took the deci-
sion to suspend its summer
vacation after consultation with
the Advocate General and the
president, vice-president and
secretary of the Orissa High
Court Bar Association.

The suspension of summer
vacation would be in force if
the lockdown is not extended
beyond May 3, the notification
added.

The HC also suspended the
summer vacation of subordi-
nate courts of the State.
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Seven more people tested
positive for Covid-19 on

Tuesday, taking the total num-
ber of cases to 118 in the State.

Of the new cases, three
were reported from Bhadrak
district and four from Nala
Road in Rourkela of
Sundargarh district.  

The three Bhadrak cases
included a 45-year-old man, a
25-year-old man and a 29-
year-old man, all having a
travel history to West Bengal
and being 
asymptomatic.     

While two of them are
residents of Basudevpur block,
the other hails from Bonth
block.  With the fresh cases, the
total number of cases rose to 19
in the district out of which two
have recovered.

The four positive cases in
Nala Road included two

women aged 55 and 35 and two
men of 38 and 27 years. All are
residents under the contain-
ment zone of the area. They
were admitted to the Rourkela
Covid Hospital. The four per-
sons were infected after com-
ing in contact with the sixth
case.

On Tuesday, Rourkela
Municipal Corporation (RMC)
Commissioner Dibyajoti
Parida inspected the contain-
ment zone along with other

officials. Besides, surveillance
of the area is being carried out
by a drone. With the fresh
cases, the total number of cases
in Sundargarh district rose to
10.

Meanwhile, one more per-
son of Bhubaneswar recovered
and tested negative for the
virus. Later, he was discharged
from hospital. With this, the
number of recoveries rose to
38, said the Health and Family
Welfare Department.
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The State Government on
Tuesday laid down guide-

lines and approved expendi-
tures for functioning of
Temporary Medical Camps
(TMCs) or quarantine centres
for people stranded outside
Odisha who intend to come
back to State after the lock-
down period. 

While the Government has
made it mandatory for the
returnees to remain under
quarantine in TMCs, the task
of managing the centres has

been assigned to the respective
gram panchayats (GPs) and the
urban local bodies (ULBs).

The officials in charge of
the TMCs have been asked to
keep in mind three crucial
aspects such as privacy, safety
and dignity. “As far as privacy
is concerned, separate rooms,
baths and toilets must be
arranged for men and women
“No discrimination of any sort
shall be practised, promoted or
tolerated,” a notification issued
by Special Relief Commissioner
Pradeep Jena stated.

The Government has also
approved the cost of expendi-
ture for running of the TMCs.
Food expenditure of Rs 120 has
been fixed for every adult per
day and Rs 100 for child below
14 years for 14 days from the
date of reporting in the GP and
ULB.

Similarly, Rs 300 has been
earmarked for personal hygiene
kit which includes tooth brush,
toothpaste, tongue cleaner,
soaps, oil, razor, masks, sanitary

pad, mug, bottle and bucket.
“Two bed sheets and two

pillow covers may be procured
for each bed. Procurement of
beds (cots and mattresses, pil-
lows) may be made through
hiring and hiring cost can be
charged to SDRF. If these have
to be procured, funds under
other schemes of the con-
cerned department may be
utilised,” the notification stat-
ed.

The cleaning, sanitation
and security cost per centre
should not exceed Rs 2000 per
day. A detailed account of per-
sons lodged in the TMC should
be maintained in a register. The
data of such people should be
uploaded on the official web-
site of the concerned district.
Details of people engaged for
cleaning and maintenance of
the facilities should also be
maintained for records.

Notably, as many as 7,102
TMCs with 2.27 lakh beds
have been made functional in
the State so far for migrants.
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The State Government
would soon unveil a com-

prehensive package for a quick
revival of the industrial sector
which has been severely hit due
to the Covid-induced nation-
wide lockdown, said Industries
Minister Dibya Shankar Mishra
on Tuesday.

Agricultural activities,
works under the MGNREGA
and certain construction oper-
ations have already com-
menced following Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik’s
directions, Mishra said, adding
that steps are being taken to
rejuvenate the industrial sector.

He told a media agency
that the Government is mulling
measures required to put the
ailing industries, particularly
the MSMEs, back on the rails.
The issues were discussed at a
meeting of the Inter-Ministerial
Committee with representa-
tives of 17 industrial associa-
tions from different sectors
through videoconferencing last

week, he said.
During the meeting, the

Government ascertained the
problems faced by the indus-
tries and also the nature of sup-
port they need for their revival.
The industry representatives
were assured that large invest-
ments would be made in indus-
trial projects and infrastructure,
he said, adding that another
such meeting would be held
soon. Social distancing and
other safeguards would have to
be adhered to while restarting
activities in the industrial sec-
tor in view of the coronavirus
crisis.

Mishra also said he has
held discussions with Union
Ministers for Railways, Heavy
Industries, Chemicals and
Fertilisers, Power and MSME,
who have promised to extend
assistance for revival of indus-
trial activities in the State.

Getting labourers and
employees back to their work-
places during the corona scare
is going to be a big task, he
observed.

But taking into account all
the aspects, strategies are being
worked out to bring back nor-
malcy in the industrial sector,
he said, adding that it is nec-
essary to generate industrial
demands within the State itself
by infusing large-scale public
investment to create industri-
al infrastructures like road,
power distribution network
and industrial parks.

The State Government
wants to develop new industrial
parks along with proper imple-
mentation of the ongoing pro-
jects like PCPIR and a plastics
park at Paradip, a steel hub at
Kalinganagar and an alumini-
um hub in Angul district, he
said.

Besides, there would be
new mega textile parks in
Ganjam district where a large
number of migrant workers are
set to return from different
parts of the country after the
lockdown, he said, adding set-
ting up of a mega IT park and
a data centre is also proposed
at Naraj in Cuttack.
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Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Tuesday paid

tribute to veteran freedom
fighter Utkalgaurab
Madhusudan Das on his 172nd
birth anniversary.

The CM took to twitter
recalling Das’ contribution for
creation of a modern Odisha as
an independent province and
for preservation of the State’s
art, culture and education.

PCC president Niranjan
Patnaik and party MLA Suresh
Routray garlanded
Madhubabu’s statue at the
Bhubaneswar District Congress
office.

Madhubabu’s birth

anniversary Das was
celebrated by people
separately at their
houses across the State
in view of the lock-
down restrictions.

Founder of the
Utkal Sammilani,
Madhubabu had
played a pivotal role in
creation of new Odisha
on linguistic basis.

Garlanding a
photo of Madhubabu,
S a m m i l a n i
Mancheswar Industrial
Estate Branch presi-
dent Dillip
Dashsharma demand-
ed that a statue of the
legend be installed in
the Parliament premis-
es.

Sammilani advisors Dr
Dwarikanath Mohanty and
Nimain Das, vice-president
Shital Chandra Mohanty, sec-
retary Gobinda Chandra
Subhudhi, joint-secretary
Sidharth Sekhar Gadanayak,

Askhay Jethi, Maheswar Biswal,
Dr Shiba Prasad Mishra, Pratap
Kumar Nanda and Prakash
Kumar Samal paid tributes to
the legendary by garlanding his
photos at their houses. 

Born in Satyabhampur, 20
km from Cuttack,

Madhusudan Das was the first
graduate and lawyer of Odisha.
He is referred to as
‘Kulabruddha’ (grand old man)
and ‘Utkalgaurab’ (Pride of
Utkal). Popularly called
Madhubabu, he died on
February 4, 1934.
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Members of the Vani Vihar
Old Students’ Society 92

(Voss 92) honoured cleaning
staffs of the Bhubaneswar
Municipal Corporation
engaged in the Utkal University
campus as Corona Yoddha on
Monday. 

Masks, gloves and dry food
were distributed among 30
cleaning staffs at the same
time.

Association president
Priyabrat Mohanty, secretary
Gadadhar Rath and Sarit
Panda, among others, coordi-
nated the programme.
Souvagya Mohapatra, Guru
Prasad Sahoo and Priyabrat
Mohanty extended all sup-
ports. Former president of
UUSU Tanmaya Swain and
executive body member of the
Utkal University Alumni
Association also joined the
programme.
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Sir,

It can be seen through
media that still many people are
riding doubles on two-wheel-
er during the lockdown period
in Odisha violating the advi-
sory given by police to keep
social distancing even while
travelling. Triple riding, all
without helmets, is most com-
mon even now in peripheral
areas if not in city limits. In
addition, many have forgotten
wearing helmets (in most of the
cases both bikers and pillion-
riders). Similar to helmet, mask
has also become a showpiece as
many are seen not wearing it
properly when they are moving
around or keeping in hands
while walking or going by two-
wheelers.

K Ravi, E-237, GGP
Colony, Bhubaneswar

��++��

*�2�#��&��
�
���2�������#��

����� ;89;%34�5%<

Covid-19 testing in State has
been exponentially ramped

up from a mere 58 per week to
around 15,000 per week, said
the Health and Family Welfare
Department on Tuesday.

The department said that
the State reported its first case
of coronavirus on March 15
and the testing capacity has
increased from 58 in first week
to 14,939 in sixth week till April
27.

The week-wise data states,
58 tests were conducted
between March 16 and March

23 while 285 conducted in
second week i.e from March 23
till March 29. In third week
(from March 30-April 5), 1518
tests were done and the num-
ber increased to 2,846 in fourth
week (April 6 till April 13).

In fifth week starting from
April 14 till to April 20, total
7,014 samples were tested while
as many as 14,939 samples
were tested in sixth week i.e
from April 21 to April 27.

Earlier in the day, Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik had a
discussion with district-level
Covid-19 observers and asked
them to focus on increasing the

number of tests as several
migrant labourers stranded
outside Odisha are set to reach
the State after the lockdown
period.

Currently, coronavirus test-
ing is being done at the
Regional Medical Research
Centre-ICMR Bhubaneswar,
SCB Medical College Hospital
in Cuttack, AIIMS
Bhubaneswar, Institute of Life
Sciences (ILS) in Bhubaneswar,
MKCG Medical College
Hospital in Brahampur, Ispat
General Hospital (IGH) in
Rourkela and VIMSAR in
Burla.

&�����	�
	����������
���	���2�333�����!���

����� ;89;%34�5%<

Kendu leaf workers, most of
whom are tribals, give rev-

enue of Rs 500 crore to the State
Government every year. But
future of Kendu leaf pluckers
and other people involved in the
Kendu Leaf Organisation has
become very gloomy due to the
lackadaisical attitude of State
Government, former BJP MLA
Pradeep Purohit has alleged. 

Addressing a Press meet,
Purohit said the Kendu Leaf
Organisation had been nation-
alised in 1973 when Nandini
Satpathy was the Chief
Minister. The main objective
was to give more benefit to
pluckers, workers and season-
al employees. Now, about 14
lakh workers are involved in
Kendu leaf activities. While the
Union Government has direct-
ed not to expel any employee
for Covid lockdown, it is very
disappointing that the State

Government has ousted 2,000
seasonal employees who were
engaged by the organisation for
over 30 years. He too alleged
that over 50 per cent of Kendu
leaf pluckers would be affect-
ed as the Government has now
decided to sanction welfare
fund and educational support
to children and death assis-
tances if the pluckers pluck 20
chata of leafs instead of earlier
10 chata.

He further alleged that
18,000 seasonal workers have
suffered as they have not been
paid revised wages since 2019.
While 100 per cent of Kendu
leaf profit was being provided
as bonus to pluckers and work-
ers, the Government has
changed the norm to 50 per
cent this year, he alleged.

Purohit demanded that the
Government soon reinstate
expelled employess and provide
all supports to pluckers and
workers soon.
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IIT Bhubaneswar researchers
have designed a safe multi-

surface sanitiser using UVC
lights to disinfect Personal
Protective Equipments (PPEs),
surgical masks and electronic
gadgets.

The chamber was devel-
oped to control surface conta-
mination of bacteria and virus-
es including Covid-19.

“You can place an infected
device into the chamber; and
once it gets exposed to ultravi-
olet light, the device would be
disinfected within 10-15 min-
utes. We have created two dif-
ferent chambers of different
sizes for disinfection of masks
and PPEs worn by the doctors
and electronic gadgets like cell
phone as they cannot be dis-

infected with soap water easi-
ly,” said IIT Bhubaneswar
Director Prof RV Raja Kumar.

However, there is a long
way to go for the multi-surface
sanitiser to be used in houses
as it need to be verified and cer-
tified by the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR), he
said.

“This device has been

developed based on the results
available for SARS CoV-1 and
the same device is expected to
work for SARS CoV-2. We are
going to test for SARS CoV-2
and then get a certificate from
ICMR,” he said.

Kumar said the device was
developed to control possible
deaths of healthcare workers
due to Covid-19.
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Nila Madhab
Panda’s latest

music video on hope
and happiness, “Aau
Kichi Dina Pare”,
was released by
Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on
Monday.

The video
focuses on times to
look forward, times
when things will
return to normal
after Covid-19 and
people will once
again rejoice in all
the tiny nuances of a

joyful life. This music video has
been supported by Information
and Public Relation
Department in the public inter-
est. The objective of the video
is to give hope to people and
paint a beautiful world to look

forward post Covid-19.
More than 2.5 million peo-

ple viewed the video in just six
hours of its release on Monday
afternoon across digital media
and there have been unlimited
views across TV channels.
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The Sweety Housing
Complex Welfare Society,

Gangananagr, Bhubaneswar
has been distributing dry and
cooked foods to distressed and
daily wagers, who have been
severely affected due to Covid-
19 threat at different places in
the city.

All habitats of the housing
society have contributed to the
cause. Distribution work would

continue till end of the current
lockdown on May 3, 2020.

The society is distributing
foods to people in the Master
Canteen private bus stand,
Rasulgarh over-bridge under
pass and Nayapalli
Durgamandap areas, informed
society president Somanath
Rath, VP RK Panda, secretary
Niranjan Mishra and retired
Col SP Patnaik and members
AK Jena, Antaryami Patra and
SK Parida.
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The State Government has
included police personnel

under its scheme to provide
assistance of Rs 50 lakh in case
of death while performing
Covid-19-related duty.

DGP Abhay thanked Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik for
the decision to provide Rs 50
lakh compensation to the fam-
ily of a police personnel in the
event of his unfortunate death
on Covid-19 duty. Earlier, the
Chief Minister had announced
an ex-ratia of Rs 15 lakh to the
family of a working journalist if
he dies of coronavirus infection
while performing his or her duty.
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Drones deployed by the
Bhubaneswar Municipal

Corporation (BMC) to spray
disinfectants across market
places would now cover the
entire north zone of the city.
The week-long spraying, which
began on Tuesday night from
the Chakeisiani Durga
Mandap, would continue till
May 5 ending at Pahal Medical
Road.

The BMC has deployed
two drones in a bid to use tech-
nology against the Covid-19
pandemic.

The spraying would
include six markets under the
Mancheswar police limits, two
under Infocity, seven areas

under Chandrasekharpur and
one under Balianta police lim-
its. After the north zone, other

two BMC administrative zones
would also be covered under
the drive.
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The Dalmia Cement
(Bharat) Limited has

imparted training to more
than 50 women of various Self
Help Groups from Rajgangpur
and Lanjiberna in Sundargarh
district for bulk production of
face masks in the unprece-
dented covid crisis.

The SHG members, after
taking up mask production
professionally, have managed
to secure a bulk order of
1,10,000 masks that are to be
delivered within 2 months.
Apart from providing raw
material for the production of
these masks, the DCBL is help-
ing them in sanitisation and
packaging of the deliverable
masks. 
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Two persons died and
another sustained critical

injuries on Tuesday evening
when a tractor turned turtle
near the Kendrapara canal at
Kora under the Nikirai police
station.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Ratikanta Sethy(42)
and Gagan Das(22),of Palakana
village . The injured Ramakanta
Mallick was shifted to the SCB
Medical College Hospital in
Cuttack, said Nikirai PS ICC
Kabuli Barik .

The mishap occurred
when they were returning to
Palakana village.
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Strong discontentment is
brewing among the Ayush

doctors as they feel that their
services are undermined by the
State Government even though
they contribute a lot during the
critical time. 

They have alleged step
motherly attitude of the
Government towards them.
Although they are working
relentlessly like the MBBS doc-
tors and health workers from
urban locations to the rural
patches in this extreme critical
situation, yet they are neither
paid advance salary  for four
months like their counterparts
nor covered under the life  insur-
ance in case of any fatality.

They stated that for last 14
years they have been rendering
services under the National
Health Mission and are
presently fighting the dreaded
disease like  anyother Corona
warriors. 

They are deployed in the
outdoor service, quarantine
centres and health care facili-

ties in the containment zones
. Thus they are exposed to high
risk, they told.

Lamenting the
Government's discriminatory
approach towards them, they
said their services and sacrifices
are undermined. They
demanded  equal pay, status
and security like MBBS doc-
tors.   

Ayush doctor Asit Pradhan
said, “Although my posting is
at Rupsa CHC, yet for the
Corona virus, I am deployed in
the District Headquarters
Hospital (DHH). We are doing
all duties like other MBBS
counterparts . We are looking
after quarantine centres, visit-
ing containment zones. But
unfortunately,  we are  neither
given salary advances nor the
insurance coverage  like MBBS
doctors."

He added, "In last 14 years,
we are kept as contractual and
given consolidated salary.
Neither are we made regular
nor pay hike is considered for
us. This is gross injustice and
the Government should look
into it."
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As many as 123 students,
who are residents of

Rourkela, have been stranded
at medical and engineering
entrance coaching centres in
Kota, Rajasthan and crying for
their rescue.

Though the students have
narrated their plight to the
administration and also to the
Rourekla MLA, but no effort
has yet been taken to bring to
them back.

A total of about 2,500 stu-
dents of Odisha have been
stuck at Kota. They stay in their
hostels. But they are not getting
proper food.

The students had also
launched a social media cam-
paign urging Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik to evacuate
them. Later, their parents met
the Rourkela ADM and and
MLA Sarada  Nayak but to no
avail.
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Bhaskar Parichha is more known as a
journalist, an editor and a writer and

keeps writing for newspapers and also
reviews books of public interest.

In recent times, among his other
major works, he has attempted the polit-
ical biography of former Chief Minister
of Odisha Biju Patnaik. But his recent fic-
tion is a fusion of journalism and litera-
ture on Odisha and a unique record of
events and profile of personalities of
Odisha.

The book is very much helpful to out-
siders who do not know Odia. Especially
English readers interested to update them
on many happenings must go through it.

The book is a compilation of many of
his published articles about Odisha’s
socio-economic and political scenario and
these pieces are regularly contributed to
a national daily.

The book began with depicting por-
traits of historical personalities of Odisha
who have contributed to take forward the
socio-economic life of the people of the
State.

The names include icon of Odias' pride
Madhusudan Das, Biju Patnaik, Harishchandra
Baxipatra as political personalities,Raghunath
Panigrahi for music and dance and Nirod Mohapatra
for parallel cinema

The second chapter of the book is  devoted to
political happenings in Odisha during last 20 years
specially about the rising of Naveen Patnaik and the
ups and downs of his political career as Chief
Minister and president of the regional party BJD and
also about the role of other major two political par-
ties, BJP and Congress in the State.

The third and fourth chapters are discussions
on issues relating to Odisha with which include con-
troversies of Polavaram , chit fund, Puri’s terror risk,
Make in Odisha conclave in Delhi, Odisha’s econ-
omy, special category State, mineral based indus-
tries, suffering of elderly people, Phailin, heath of
Odisha and Ollywood actors and politics of Odisha
etc.

In the epilogue, the writer keeps faith on the five-
time CM and the development of the State under
his leadership. Written in a very lucid form some-
one can finish off within a few hours, the book has
been published by Dhauli Books of Dhauli Review
Trust, Bhubaneswar.

(manasbbsr15@gmail.com)

12�
����& 
��������3334
0%
��� ��
�������

����� &%"%��	3"819<

Police have arrested two
news reporters of the

Balikuda area in Jagatsinghpur
district for allegedly threaten-
ing a girl to withdraw a case she
had lodged against a teacher.

The arrested are Bipin
Sethi and Pradipta Muduli of
the locality.

Reports said a computer
teacher of the locality, Sagar
Mohapatra, had forced a girl to
have physical relationship with
him after sending obscene pho-
tos and videos to her mobile a
few days back. Acting on the
girl’s complaint, the Balikuda
police had arrested him.

The two reporters went to
the girl’s house and asked her
to withdraw the case against the
teacher. They also asked her to
pay Rs 10,000.  As the girl
refused to do so, they threat-
ened her of dire consequences.
The girl then lodged a com-
plaint against them. On her
complaint, police arrested the
two and forwarded them to a
court.
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Lockdown regulations have
helped bring out creative

essence in children in tribals-
dominated districts of
Ragagada and Malkangiri. 

The volunteers belonging
to Centre for Youth and Social
Development (CYSD) in part-
nership with Child Fund India,
a development organisation,
and the Government of
Odisha, engaged about 3,000
children of 163 villages in
home-based activities like and
art and craft, creative writings
like poem, song, stories and
slogans.

The children were provid-
ed materials required for cre-

ating art and craft
items and were guid-
ed by nearly 40 train-
ers to give expression
to their inner
thoughts. Besides,
they made arts and
crafts on Covid-19.

“Realising that
the children were sit-
ting at home as
schools were shut
because of lockdown
regulations, we
decided to bring out
their creative essence
by grooming their
hidden talents. They
made painting on
themes like how to contain
Covid-19 and social distancing,
personal hygiene like hand
washing and wearing mask.
These arts and crafts have been
widely appreciated. It has been
decided at official level that in
every week under each seg-

ment one child will be felici-
tated at the block level,” said
programme manager, CYSD,
Rayagada, Amit Mohapatra.

The creative works of the
children will be uploaded in the
‘Mo Prativa’ (My Talent) pro-
gramme website/ WhatsApp

launched by the Odisha
Government in collaboration
with Unicef.

About 300 creative arts
prepared by the children have
been shared with Mo Prativa
programme through
WhatsApp.
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Bharatiya Bikash Parishad,
State unit  president

Surendra Panigrahi has
alleged that the recent
announcement made by Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik del-
egating powers of a district
Collector to al l  6,798
Sarpanchas is illegal and hum-
bug.

Panigrahi said that as per
the provisions laid in Sub
Section-H of Section-44 of the
Orissa Gram Panchayat Act,
1964, control and checking
spread of any epidemic in a GP
is an obligatory function of the
concerned GP. He said the

Chief Minister has made this
announcement to befool peo-
ple of the State. Earlier, Patnaik
had cheated people by not dis-
bursing 2nd installment of the
Kalia Scheme, he said.

Panigrahi alleged that PS
to the CMO, Principal
Secretary to Panchayat Raj
Department and the Chief
Secretary have misguided the
CM in the matter for person-
al gains and demanded that
they should be brought under
investigation.

He too demanded that
the CM either tender an
unconditional apology to the
public or resign from the
post.
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Because of COVID-19 out-
break, making of facemasks

has become a source of income
generation for many. In this
pursuit, the NTPC Talcher
Kaniha has been working per-
sistently to support women in
villages around its station.

Partnering with various
women self-help groups, NTPC
Talcher Kaniha is now provid-
ing raw materials for stitching
of masks which are then being
procured by the station for dis-
tribution among various stake-
holders. This effort is not only
making masks more accessible
for people in rural areas but
also ensuring an effective
means of livelihood for many.

Pushpalata Sahoo of the

Mahamai SHG stitches around
300 masks every day, besides
doing her household chores.  In
total, women from four SHGs
have been supplied with cloth
material to stitch 10,000
reusable cloth facemasks.

“With this lockdown, the
usual stitching of ladies suits
and blouses has stopped, so the
sale of masks provides a stable
source of income for me,” said
Jashoswi Sahoo of the Maa

Tulsi Self Help Group in
Bhimkand. Sewing machines
and all necessary trainings
were also provided to the
women by the NTPC under its
Corporate Social Responsibility
for women empowerment.

The station has distrib-
uted over 12,000 masks among
contractual workers, sanitisa-
tion staff, villagers and other
stakeholders and would con-
tinue to do so.
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Local MLA and Congress
Legislature Party Leader

Narasingha Mishra on
Tuesday urged Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik to take steps to
bring back the Odisha stu-
dents, including of Balangir
and Subarnapur districts, from
Kota in Rajasthan at the ear-
liest.

In a letter to the CM,
Mishra hailed all steps taken
by him to fight Covid-19 and
appraised him that he has
received messages from dif-
ferent parts of State about the
plight of students detained in
Kota.

“In my view you should
intervene to get back the stu-

dents from Kota to Odisha
particularly in the districts
which we consider as green
zone. There will be no major
problems to take such steps at
least after May 3, 2020,” read
the letter.

He wished the CM good
health and promised to pro-
vide all support to him to
combat the 
pandemic.

Earlier, parents of several
students from Balangir and
Subarnapur districts had sub-
mitted a memorandum to
Mishra to bring back their
wards from Kota. They
apprised that other States have
already taken their students
from Kota by making special
arrangements.
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Following three persons in
Bhadrak district testing pos-

itive for coronavirus, the
authorities on Tuesday sealed
several areas of Basudevpur
and Bonth blocks in the dis-
trict.

Four villages of Bonth
block and Chudamani and the
Kismatpur area of Basudevpur
block were declared as con-
tainment zoneS and sealed.

The three positive cases
(two of them from Basudevpur
block and one from Bonth
block) have travel history to
West Bengal.

Notably, 19 virus cases
have been reported from the
district so far with 17 active
cases as two patients have
recovered.

In another development,
the shutdown in Basudevpur
panchayat of Jajpur district
was extended on the day as one
more Covid-19 case was detect-
ed here on Monday.

District Collector Ranjan
Kumar Das said the shutdown

has been extended in the con-
tainment zone in the
Basudevpur panchayat areas till
8 pm on May 18.

The containment zone area
was also extended with the
inclusion of Gobindapur vil-
lage.
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The fear of
contacting

the deadly coro-
navirus has not
d i s s u a d e d
female health
workers or
ANMs from
operating in
remote hamlets of Subarnapur
district.

Ramakanti Panda from
Kamsara village of Tarbha
block, who is working as an
ANM in Dovlong village under
Chhakormal panchayat in
Soneour block, is one such war-
rior fighting the Covid-19 out-
break. "We have been asking
people not to come out unless
they have any important work,"
said she.

"But we the ANMs have no
choice but to come out of our
houses," Panda said. She has
been visiting hamlets and vil-
lages for several days now, ask-
ing people to keep their guests
or relatives coming from out-
side in quarantine.

"In this time of hardship,
policemen, doctors,
Anganwadi Workers and san-
itation workers are doing their

job sincerely. My job requires
me to be fearless. I am happy
for whatever I am doing in bat-
tle against the virus," she told.

Taking about her duty, she
said, "I have been asking peo-
ple to wear masks, maintain
social distancing at wells and
ponds, wash hands with soaps
or hand wash, not to play
cards or other games involving
many players like football and
cricket."

According to official data,
there are 14 ANMs in
Naikenpali CHC of Sonepur
block who have been visiting
villages to spread awareness
about coronavirus and mea-
sures to check it.

Naikenpali CHC
Superintendent Dr Sangita
Choudhary and other officials
of various sectors are helping
them to do their duties.
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Animal welfare body ECO-
Earth Crusaders has been

feeding stray animals since the
commencement of lockdown
in the State.

The drive is known as
“Feed The  Streeties”. Due to the
Covid-19 pandemic, Odisha
has been in complete lock
down. Stray animals are starv-
ing due to the complete closure
of market and hotels. These
hotels and food stalls were the
primary food source for them.
Territorial conflicts and food
conflicts were evident because
of the food scarcity. These
conflicts can give rise to severe
diseases like rabies which can
prove deadly to these strays and

create another health cri-
sis in human society as
well. Therefore ECO
decided to feed these ani-
mals and has been feed-
ing 5,000 stray animals
daily Khordha, Cuttack,
Dhenkanal and Rourkela,
said Eco founder
Aurobindo Samal. 

ECO feeds them with
both cooked food and
packaged beverages like
biscuits, etc.

More than 25 volun-
teers are involved in the
drive led by project coor-
dinator Kalinga K Jena
(co – founder) and other
volunteers including
Udaya, Tiki, Deeptanshu,
Mahendra Jena, Prashant Dash,

Binayak and Rashmi Ranjan
Gantayat.
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In a major decision impacting
lakhs of students, the Centre

on Tuesday announced that the
pending CBSE Board exams for
Class 10 and Class 12, which
could not be conducted due to
the outbreak of coronavirus
pandemic, will not be held any
more and students should be
evaluated and promoted on the
basis of their internal exams.
However, it left to the States to
take a decision on the exams
conducted by their respective
State Boards.

The CBSE had postponed
the Class 10 and Class 12
examinations in March to pre-
vent the spread of coronavirus
in the country. Later, the Board
decided to conduct exams only
for about 30-odd subjects.

During a video conference
meeting with the State
Education Ministers and offi-
cers, Union HRD Minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank

apprised them of the decision
and hinted that the syllabus for
next year’s entrance test of
JEE, NEET, etc based on Class
12 qualification will be cut
down by 30 percent. 

The HRD Minister also
appealed to all the States to start
the process of evaluation of
answer sheets of Board exams,
facilitate CBSE to evaluate
answer sheets of the students in
their respective States and
make preparations to declare
the results of board examina-
tions on scheduled time as
done every year. 

A senior HRD ministry
official said that States will now
have to decide on the Minister’s
appeal regarding the evaluation
of board exams. “Since board
exams are part of the federal
structure, Centre can’t be
imposing but the States
acknowledged the ground sit-
uation and will do according-
ly. It was brought to the notice
of HRD Minister that most of

the education boards had done
with 80 per cent of their exam-
inations except for Kerala
which was hit with the Corona

scare much before the nation-
al lockdown was announced,”
said Ministry official.

The HRD Minister had

interacted with the parents on
Monday where issues like
exams, session etc were
brought to the notice of Centre.

“The HRD Minister was
convinced alongwith the
demands of several states that
since the academic session has
been hampered, though all the
best efforts of online education
have been put in, there are
pupils who have not been ris-
ing upto to the crisis due to var-
ious issues. Hence, syllabus
should be curtailed for acade-

mic and competitive examina-
tions in this academic session,”
said a Ministry source present
in the conference meeting.

Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister and Education
Minister Manish Sisodia took
to social media saying he had
asked to promote the CBSE
class 10 and class 12 students
without holding the pending

examinations based on the
internal marks.

Some of the states high-
lighted the issues like non-
availability of smart phones,
computers or where they are,
internet data is a problem or in
cases such things are not
affordable and in past candi-
dates of such areas have
secured good positions in
entrance test like that for IIT,
NDA, Medical etc. 

Pokhriyal, alongwith HRD
Minister of State Sanjay Dhotre,
interacted with Education
Ministers and Education
Secretaries of all the States
through video conferencing.
Education Ministers of 22
States and secretaries from 14
States and Union Territories
attended the conference. 

Pokhriyal informed them
on his Ministry’s request, the
MHA has relaxed the lock-
down rules to open bookstores
so that students can avail books
to continue their studies.
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Despite lockdown, India has wit-
nessed a record sale of fertilisers even

as wheat harvesting too continues briskly.
As per the data provided by the Centre,
over 10.63 lakh metric tons of fertilisers
were sold in April which is 32 percent
higher than the last year sale of 8.02 lakh
MT. 

And as reported by the States, about
98-99% of wheat crop has been harvest-
ed in Madhya Pradesh, 92-95% in
Rajasthan, 85-88% in Uttar Pradesh, 55-
60% in Haryana, 60-65% in Punjab and
87-88% in other States.

The agencies have also procured
102.37 lakh tons of wheat  and 15.71 lakh
tons of rice so far. 

Officials said  the record fertilisers’
sale will ensure adequate availability of
crop nutrients to farmers for the sowing
operation of kharif (summer) crops. 

On April 17, 41 fertiliser rakes
moved from plants and ports. This is the
highest movement of fertilisers during
lockdown period in a day.   One rake car-
ries 3,000 tonnes of load at a time. The

Centre has allowed operation of fertilis-
er plants in the country.

For his part, Union Consumer
Affairs minister Ram Vilas Paswan on
Tuesday tweeted that as many as 102.37
lakh tons of wheat and 15.71 lakh tons
of rice have been procured so far. The
major contributors are Punjab (48.27 lakh
metric tons followed by Haryana (19.07
lakh metric tons. The Ministry has tar-
geted to procure 407 lakh metric tons of
wheat and 112 lakh metric tons of rice
this year.

“Going by the present pace of pro-
curement, the target of 407 LMT kept for
the season is likely to be achieved. The
procurement exercise is likely to contin-
ue till June 30. However, looking at
restrictions during lock down, period

may get extended by another 15 days,”
said a senior food ministry official.  

Considering the looming threat of
spread of COVID-19 virus, procurement
is being undertaken after taking enough
pre-cautions and ensuring social dis-
tancing in the mandis,” officials added.

On the other hand,  the Ministry of
Agriculture has procured 72,415.82 met-
ric tons of Gram (Chana) from Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh. Similarly,
1,20,023.29 metric tons  Toor Dal has
been procured from Tamil Nadu,
Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Gujarat and
Odisha. 1.83 lakh tons mustard has been
procured from Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh
and Haryana.
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Citing an RTI reply by the
RBI, the Congress on

Tuesday alleged the Modi
Government has waived off
�68,607 crore of the top 50
bank loan defaulters, including
Nirav Modi, Mehul Choksi. 

Several leaders, including
former Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi, also alleged that the
Government waived off loans
worth �6.66 lakh crore between
2014 and September 2019.

“I had asked a question in
the Parliament the names of the
top 50 bank loan defaulters in the
country, but the Finance
Minister did not answer,” Rahul
said.

“Now the RBI has given the
names of Nirav Modi, Mehul
Choksi and many of BJP’s
‘friends’ in the list of bank frauds.

That is why this truth was held
back from Parliament,” Rahul
said in a tweet in Hindi.

Congress chief spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala also released
the list of the top loan defaulters,
as per the RTI reply, and
demanded answers from the
PM. “This is a classic case of
promoting ‘dupe, deceive and
depart’ policy of the Modi
Government, which can no
longer be accepted and the PM
has to answer,” he told reporters
through video conference.
Surjewala also said “this reflects
the dishonest intentions of the
Modi Government”.

He said the entire country is
fighting the coronavirus and
the Government has no money
to pay to States, but has the
money to condone and write off
�68,307 crore of bank loan
defaulters.
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Government-enforced social
isolation may help relative-

ly affluent populations limit the
spread of deadly Covid-19, but
these steps can be devasting for
the nearly 1 billion people
around the globe currently
dwelling in urban slums, where
physical space is scarce, and
many rely on daily wage labour
for survival, according to a glob-
al study.

Published in the Journal of
Urban Health, the study empha-
sised on the need to prioritise
providing basic needs such as
potable water, sanitation and a
moratorium on evictions besides
supporting existing communi-
ty leadership in delivering health
care and emergency prepared-
ness to help the poor urban to
sail through the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

The study is important in
the Indian context having the
densely population which is
home to several urban slums like
Dharavi in Mumbai where near-
ly 8.5 lakh people are living in
cramped conditions in an area
that spans about 0.83 square
miles.

The report has been
authored by a team of public
health experts and epidemiolo-
gists working in collaboration
with community leaders and

non-governmental organisa-
tions (NGOs) from urban slums
around the world.

While noting that Covid-19
became a pandemic because of
the global spread of the virus by
those people who can afford to
travel on airplanes and cruise
ships, the report noted that the
disease has ended up in vulner-
able communities of the world.

It has suggested eight urgent
recommendations for reducing
the impact of the deadly virus on
people living in poverty.

These recommendations
are crucial not just for people
living in urban slums in the
global south, but for other vul-
nerable populations, such as
migrant farm workers and
those living in refugee camps
and homeless encampments
and on Native American reser-
vations in the United States, the
authors say.

Evidence now suggests that
the coronavirus is dispropor-
tionately affecting black
Americans in some US cities,
possibly due to similar structural
factors, such as the inability to
take time off of work.

“The political and econom-
ic shocks and instability that are
happening now and are likely to
follow from this epidemic will
likely kill more and lead to
more disability in this popula-
tion than the coronavirus itself,”

said Jason Corburn, a professor
of public health and of city and
regional planning at the
University of California,
Berkeley, and lead author of the
paper. “We felt we needed a
strategy that recognized the
unique needs of the urban poor
at the front.”

Close living conditions and
lack of basic sanitation make
urban slum dwellers particular-
ly vulnerable to contracting and
spreading the coronavirus, said
study’s co-author Lee Riley, a
professor of epidemiology and
infectious diseases at UC
Berkeley.

Many also have pre-existing
medical conditions and lack
access to health care, putting
them at high risk of dying or
developing serious complica-
tions if they do get sick with the
virus.

Simply staying home is
rarely an option for them, as it
often means giving up work and
even basic necessities like food,
water and sanitation.

“Shelter-in-place is a luxu-
ry of the wealthy,” Riley said.
“In many slums, people need to
walk a long distance to collect
water to use at home. Most
people living in slums also
have no choice but to partici-
pate in the informal economy,
which will disappear under
lockdowns.”
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In the first casualty due to
Covid-19 in the paramilitary

forces, a CRPF Sub Inspector
Md Ikram Hussain of 31
Battalion on Tuesday suc-
cumbed to the fatal disease.
This even as 12 more CRPF
jawans tested positive for
Covid-19 in Delhi taking the
total tally to 47 cases in the
force, including the deceased.

Hussain, 55, had on Friday
reported at the DG Staff Camp
Hospital at RK Puram with the
symptomatic issues at 10.40
AM complaining of running
nose, difficulty in breathing,

fever and headache.
Keeping in view his symp-

toms, Hussain was immediate-
ly referred to Safdarjung
Hospital for further investiga-
tion /treatment. The test report
had confirmed his condition as
Covid-19 positive on Friday.

On Tuesday, Hussain suc-
cumbed due to Covid-19 at
3.30 PM at Safdarjung Hospital.
He had underlying conditions
for the viral disease in the form
heart condition, officials said.

Hussain hails from Barbari
village under Sarupeta post of
Barpeta district in Assam.

After Hussain testing pos-
itive, all the medical and para-

medical staff of the DG Staff
Camp Hospital were quaran-
tined at the CRPF Quarantine
Centre at Narela here and a few
others were advised home
quarantine for 14 days. The DG
Staff Camp Hospital was also
temporarily closed and the
patients have been asked to
report at Detachment
Composite Hospital of
Northern Sector at RK Puram.

While 17 personnel who
came in direct contact with
Hussain were earlier quaran-
tined at Narela, a Chief Medical
Officer and a Nursing Assistant
were home quarantined.

Earlier, 47personnel of 31

Battalion were quarantined at
Narela after a
Constable/Nursing Assistant
had tested positive for the viral
disease last week. As many as
25 persons out of this group of
47, including a private person
(plumber) have been diag-
nosed so far to be Covid-19
positive, officials said.

Besides this, a CMO had
tested positive for the disease
earlier this month and a Head
Constable of Rapid Action Force
deployed in Ahmedabad had
been diagnosed with the disease.

The paramilitary has
launched a detailed survey of
personnel deployed in Covid-

19 related duties in the hotspots
and other operational areas
and if positive cases have been
reported from such locations in
order to take preventive steps,
officials added. 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah took to Twitter to
express his condolences fol-
lowing the death of Hussain.  “I
am deeply saddened by demise
of Sub Inspector Mohammad
Ikram Hussain was battling
corona infection. He (Hussain)
bravely fought the epidemic till
his last breath. His contributions
to national service and internal
security will continue to inspire
the countrymen,” Shah tweeted.  
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Those who have been clini-
cally declared as a very

mild/pre-symptomatic case by
the treating medical officer
can opt for home isolation
provided  they have the facili-

ty at their home to do so, the
Government said in its home
isolation guidelines issued on
Tuesday.

But, before opting for such
option, the person will have to
fill in an undertaking on self-
isolation agreement as well as
keep the Arogya Setu app, a
software that alerts the user
about the health status of the
user as well as people in his/her
vicinity.

As per existing guidelines,
during the containment phase,
the patients should be identi-
fied as very mild, mild, mod-
erate or severe and according-

ly admitted to Covid Care
Centre or dedicated Covid
hospital.

“However, very mild/
presymptomatic patients hav-
ing the requisite facility at
his/her residence for self-iso-
lation will have the option for
home isolation,” the govern-
ment said in a statement.

The guidelines say that
they should have the required
facility for self-isolation at
home and also for quarantining
the family contacts while a
caregiver should be appointed
on 24 x7 basis, who will have
to maintain communication

with the hospital for the entire
duration of home isolation.

Also, the caregiver and all
close contacts of such cases
should take
Hydroxychloroquine prophy-
laxis as per protocol. During
the self-isolation period, the
patient will have to monitor his
health and regularly inform the
District Surveillance Officer
of his health status for further
follow up by the surveillance
teams.

“Those in home isolation
are also advised to seek imme-
diate medical attention if there
are serious signs or symptoms

like difficulty in breathing,
persistent pain/ pressure in
the chest, mental confusion or
inability to arouse, developing
bluish discolorations of
lips/face,” says the guidelines.

The caregivers are adviced
to wear a mask, practice hand
hygiene rigorously before and
after removing gloves and use
alcohol based hand rub. 

They have also been told to
“avoid direct contact with body
fluids of the patient, particu-
larly oral or respiratory secre-
tions. Use disposable gloves
while handling the patient,” it
stated.
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The Centre on Tuesday called
for urgent action to facilitate

inter-State border movement of
trucks and lorries carrying essen-
tial goods to ease public life dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Road and Transport
Minister Nitin Gadkari also
urged the States/UTs through a
video conference meeting with
the Chief Ministers to expedite
land acquisition and utilise funds
worth �25,000 crore allocated for
the purpose to help regain
momentum in road construction
through land acquisition.

The Union Minister pulled
up State Governments for cre-
ating delays in clearance of
goods transport adding that
nearly 3.5 lakh trucks were
stranded at present due to delays
in inter-state clearance and
screening, officials aware of the
development said adding that

there was no discussion on inter-
state public transport.

“States also reiterated that
decision on public transport
will be taken following the
Ministry of home affairs’ order
post May 3,” said official.

Gadkari reminded to adhere
to health advisories like proper
distance, wearing of masks, use
of sanitisers, both by the dri-
ver/cleaners.

The meeting was also
attended by the Chief Ministers
of Mizoram, Himachal Pradesh
and Arunachal Pradesh. 

“There were several issues
on movement of goods and
transportation that needed to be
resolved. There is delay in sup-
ply movement and hence the
meeting was called to discuss the
hurdles. There was no discussion
on public transport yet, that will
only take place on May 3,”
Himachal Pradesh transport
minister, Govind Thakur said.

Gadkari also told States to
provide transportation for labour
to factories and ensure food and
shelter for labourers. 

Transport associations have
demanded an economic relief
from the Centre. 

“Across segments there is an
issue of shortage of drivers,
money and load. Lack of labour
has already led to shortage of
supplies. Movement of vehicles
is still a major issue despite
MHA advisories. E-pass system
is not working properly and
movement of staff apart from
drivers is still a tedious task.
Local restrictions are not help-
ing the transport fraternity as
there is no fresh load, no unload-
ing at the factories, go-downs or
warehouses and the our vehicles
get stuck for days together, apart
from harassment by local admin-
istration,” said All India Motor
Transport Congress president
Kultaran Singh Atwal.
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Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday directed

the defence public sector
undertakings(DPSU) and
Ordnance Factory
Board(OFB)to be ready with
contingency plans to ramp up
production and contribute
extensively to the economic
recovery.

Taking stock of the overall
preparedness of the PSUs to
compensate for the lost work-
ing time due to lockdown,
Singh referred to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s plans
to revive the economy post-
lockdown and said the defence
production units along with
private defence industry could
play a major role in the eco-
nomic revival.  The minister
conveyed this message during
video-conference meeting with
the PSUs and OFB.

“Several Units of OFB and
DPSUs which are located in
non-red zones have already
started operations. Almost all
DPSUs have made contingency
plans to ramp up production
after the lockdown is lifted by
drawing up plans to work in
three shifts and extending the
work days from five to six days
a week,” defence ministry offi-
cials said after the meeting.
They also said work will be car-
ried out in the defence factories
by observing social distancing
and other relevant health
guidelines.

During the conference,
OFB conveyed that it has man-
ufactured 12,800 overalls,
developed specialised machines

for testing Personal Protection
Equipment (PPE), supplied
6.35 lakh masks to local author-
ities and 340 specialised tents
to Arunachal Pradesh for
COVID 19 patients.  The OFB
is more than 100 years old and
has 41 factories across the
country manufacturing mis-
siles, tanks, guns, ammunition
and other weapons for the
armed forces.

The Bharat Electronics Ltd
(BEL) has made arrangements
to manufacture 12,000 ventila-
tors in the month of May 2020
and another 18,000 in June
2020, the defence ministry
statement said adding, around
3,000 engineers will also par-
ticipate in training health pro-
fessionals in operationalising
these ventilators.

The Department of
Defence Production (DDP),
defence ministry, OFB and
DPSUs made a contribution of
?77 crore to the PM CARES
fund generated from Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)
funds and one day salary con-
tribution, the statement said.

Separately, the Defence
Research and Development
Services (DRDS), the main
cadre of Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO) to which about 7,000
scientists belong, made a con-
tribution of ?10 lakh to PM
CARES fund in addition to one
day salary. The demand draft of
?10 lakhs was handed over to
Minister of State for Defence
Shripad Naik by All India
DRDS Association (AIDA) last
week.

During the conference, the

OFB also reported that there
was no COVID 19 positive case
in any of its 41 manufacturing
locations.  Moreover, in its
fight against the coronavirus
pandemic, the OFB distributed
one lakh litres of hand sanitiz-
er and earmarked 280 isolation
beds at its hospitals in 10 loca-
tions.

The aviation conglomerate
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited(HAL)has also ear-
marked 93 isolation beds in
Bengaluru for COVID-19
patients.  The HAL has manu-
factured 300 aerosol cabinets
and supplied them to various
hospitals. It has also distributed
56,000 masks and extended
support to migrant labour.

The Bharat Dynamics Ltd
(BDL) is also working with
eminent scientists for finalisa-
tion of design for ventilators
and to make the prototype.
The

Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Limited (MDL)
provided PPE and medicines
worth Rs Five lakh to Naval
Quarantine Centre, Mumbai
and distributed 4,000 litres of
sanitiser.

Secretary, (Department of
Defence Production) Raj
Kumar, senior officials of
Department of Defence
Production, senior officials of
OFB, BEL, HAL, MDL, Bharat
Earth Movers Ltd (BEML),
Garden Reach Shipbuilders &
Engineers Ltd (GRSE), BDL,
Hindustan Shipyard Ltd.
(HSL), Midhani Mishradhatu
Nigam Ltd (MIDHANI) and
Goa Shipyard Ltd participated
in the video conference.
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New Delhi: In view of the
ongoing coronvirus crisis, the
Centre on Tuesday
announced approval for pro-
viding Mid-Day Meal (MDM)
to schoolchildren during sum-
mer holidays too, on which an
additional expenditure of
about �1,600 crores will be
made. 

In addition, under the

MDM Scheme, while an ad-
hoc grant of �2,500 crore is
being issued for the first quar-
ter, the annual central alloca-
tion of cooking cost (for pro-
curement of pulses, vegetable,
oil, spices and fuel) under the
scheme has been enhanced to
�81,00 crore from �7,300
crore (an increment of
10.99%).` PNS
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The death toll due to Covid-19 in
Jammu & Kashmir on Tuesday

rose to eight as one more patient,
with a history of diabetes and
hypertension,failed to recover and
died at Chest disease hospital
Srinagar. Srinagar district recorded
second death while Baramulla has
recorded three deaths and one
each death was recorded in
Bandipora, Anantnag and
Udhampur districts so far.

Meanwhile, 19 new cases of
coronavirus were detected, all across
Kashmir division and 12 patients
were discharged from different
hospitals after they were fully recov-
ered in Jammu.

According to Deputy
Commissioner, Srinagar, Dr Shahid
Choudhary, "an over eighty year old
lady died in Srinagar on Tuesday.
He said, to break the chain, health

survey teams were visiting door to
door to screen the general popula-
tion. He himself, visited red-zone
areas to monitor the survey work.
According to official sources, the
deceased patient was tested positive
on Monday and died after her
health condition deteriorated on
Tuesday.

According to media bulletin, a
total number of 565 cases have test-
ed positive in Jammu & Kashmir so
far. Out of these  381 are Active pos-
itive. 15 cases are active in Jammu
region and 366 in Kashmir division.
A total number of 176 cases have
recovered so far, 42 across Jammu
and 134 in Kashmir region.

On the other hand, Director
General of Police J&K Dilbag Singh
led the Jammu and Kashmir Police
personnel in showing the solidari-
ty with corona warriors across the
nation in the lawns of Police head-
quarters.

Speaking on the occasion the
DGP said that on behalf of J&K
Police personnel, doctors & Para-
medical staff of Police hospitals, ‘I
thank and pay solidarity to lakhs of
corona warriors of the 
country’. 

The DGP said that it is unfor-
tunate that at some places mis-
chievous elements are violating the
Government orders, attacking the
corona warriors and termed these
as shameful acts.

He said that the stern action
will be taken against such violators
and added that around 60 Police
personnel were injured at different
places while enforcing the lock
down and implementing the orders
and advisories of the 
Government. Similar ceremonies
were organised across different
district headquarters to show soli-
darity with the Covid
warriors.
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Amid complete lockdown
for over last one month,

hundreds of  'immunocom-
promised' cancer patients are
risking their lives and facing
many hardships, each day, in
Jammu & Kashmir to get 'time-
ly' treatment.  

Even though the
Government had suspended
OPD services in Government
Medical College and
Associated hospitals in Jammu,
patients from border areas of
RS Pura, Pallanwala, Rajouri,
Poonch and hilly districts of
Doda and Kishtwar continue to
report in the Department of
Radiotherapy and Oncology to
get a fresh lease of life.

According to rough esti-
mates, an average number of
40-50  patients are reporting in
the GMC hospital, Jammu.

Some of these patients are
going there for their routine
followup, chemotherapy/radio
therapy session but large num-
ber of fresh cases are also get-
ting registered on daily basis.

Some of the outstation
patients are camping here in

Jammu for over one month as
they cannot afford to organise
their travel in the wake of
strict restrictions. Those com-
ing from different parts of
Jammu and rural pockets face
hardships in the absence of
public transport.

Speaking to The Pioneer, an
attendant of a cancer patient
from RS Pura area said, "my
father- an ex-serviceman, suf-
fering from cancer, is going
through a very tough phase for
last one month". He said, he
was receiving treatment at a
private hospital in Katra but
since lockdown they have
stopped admitting patients as
the hospital has been listed as
one of the dedicated Covid-19
hospitals".  

Narrating his ordeal, ex-
serviceman's son said, "we have
to pass through several securi-
ty check points and show our
hospital record. He said recent-
ly i shifted my father to GMC,
Jammu but due to heavy rush
out there i took him to military
hospital in Jammu as he imme-
diately needed blood transfu-
sion". He also claimed, no one
in the GMC was observing

social distancing and several
cancer patients were seated
together in the OPD 
room.

One of the junior doctors
in the department, demanding
anonymity, told The Pioneer, "
the cancer patients are finding
it difficult to get medicine sup-
plies from AMRIT  (Affordable
Medicines and Reliable
Implants for Treatment)
counter in the GMC.

He said, "we had handed
over a list of 15-20 regular med-
icines prescribed to different
cancer patients but the same
have not been made available
for the patients.

The junior doctor also
claimed, "We are not getting
proper PPE kits and have even
organised their face masks and
hand sanitisers on their own".
The hospital supplies are lim-
ited and cannot last long, he
added.

Highlighting adverse con-
ditions in which they are forced
to work, another junior doctor
claimed, "even though large
number of cancer patients are
turning up in the department,
no  one is worried to screen

them for Covid-19 symptoms.
"What if a cancer patient is

a carrier and silently spreading
the infection in the OPD unless
we test their samples". He said
no one is following the guide-
lines in terms of maintaining
social distancing or maintain-
ing basic hygiene even in the
OPD.

When contacted, Nodal
Officer, Government Medical
College, Hospital Dr Sanjeev
Gupta told The Pioneer, "we are

trying our level best to provide
medicines to all the cancer
patients enrolled under
Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (PMJAY).

He, however, admitted the
fact that all the medicines were
not available even at AMRIT
counter in GMC. He said,
when we approach them, they
announce 60 percent medicines
are not available in stores. Dr
Sanjeev Gupta also claimed,
"markets are closed due to

lock down, we cannot purchase
medicines from the open mar-
ket as  per the existing guide-
lines". He said, "we had an
arrangement with a local sup-
plier but due to ongoing lock-
down even they are facing
constraints in maintaining the
proper supply chain".

Another patient, from
Billawar claimed,  they are
struggling to get medicines in
time. The patient claimed, they
are directed to procure the
medicines from a private clin-
ic, registered under Ayushman
Bharat scheme as the same
were not available at the
AMRIT counter inside
GMC,Jammu. 

One of the faculty mem-
bers, sharing his concern for
these cancer patients, claimed,
when these patients fail to get
medicines in time their treat-
ment protocol is several affect-
ed and it leads to deterioration
of  patient's health"

Attendant of another
patient from Pallanwala area of
Akhnoor told The Pioneer, "In
the absence of adequate num-
ber of beds, in the Oncology
ward, several terminally ill

patients are sent home".
Referring to various hardships,
he said, "I had to spend huge
amount of money at a private
diagnostic centre for PET-CT
scan.  

The same facility is not
available in GMC" and old
machines and protocols are fol-
lowed there.Many a times i am
not aware whether the correct
dose of radiation was admin-
istered to treat the patient or hit
and trial method is adopted by
the technicians on duty.

A retired doctor told The
Pioneer, "some of the private
hospitals in the region have
already refused admissions to
these cancer patients. They
have no choice but to reach
GMC, Jammu.

He said, one of the private
sector hospital has been con-
verted in to dedicated Covid
hospital near Katra and anoth-
er private hospital with oncol-
ogy department was closed
down after some of the doctors
were tested positive. Though
they have started providing
medical care services but not
admitting cancer patients at
present".
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The Kerala Government’s
move to seize/defer a

month’s salary of its employees
to tide over the financial crisis
caused by coronavirus pan-
demic has been stayed for two
months by the Kerala High
Court on Tuesday.  This was in
response to petitions filed by
various trade unions of the
Government employees
belonging to Opposition par-
ties like the Congress and the
BJP.

While staying the
Government Order, the Court
made it clear that deferment of
salaries , prima facie, amount-
ed to denial of the right to
property. 

The Government’s deci-
sion to defer the employees’
salary of six days every month
for the next five months had
upset the Government staff
who had voluntarily come for-
ward to donate a day’s salary to
the Chief Minister’s Disaster
Relief Fund immediately after
the breaking out of the pan-
demic in the State.

Justice Bechu Kurian, who
heard the petitioners as well
that of the Advocate General of
the Kerala Government, said
that it was not possible to
accept the AG’ submission that
the Government had the power
to defer the disbursement of
salary by a few months. 

“Payment of salary is cer-
tainly not a matter of bounty.
It is a right vested in every indi-
vidual to receive the salary.
Article 300A of the
Constitution which confers a
right to property will include
within its purview “salary” also
a property, at least prima facie,”
the judge said while staying the
Government Order and
adjourning the petition for
further hearing to May 20.

Earlier, the AG, Sudhakara

Prasad, argued that the
Government was incurring an
expenditure of �8,000 crore to
fight the coronavirus pandem-
ic. “The Government is
empowered to defer the salary
of its employees as per the
Disaster Management Act and
Epidemic Diseases Ordinance.
The Government has launched
community kitchens and is
offering free ration to all sec-
tions of the society. The social
welfare pension for the aged
and infirm is also being dis-
tributed and this needs money,”
the AG contended before the
Court.

But the Judge was not
humored by the arguments of
the Government and said that
financial difficulty is not a
ground for the State
Government to defer  the pay-
ment of salary. “Prima facie, I
find, the deferment of salary,
for whatever purposes it may
be, amounts to a denial of
property. In such a view of the
matter, I stay the operation of
the Government Order for a
period of 2 months,” the Court
ruled.’
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It turned out to be a Black Tuesday
in Tamil Nadu as 121 persons 

tested positive for coronavirus on a
single say taking the number of
Covid-19 patients in the State to
2,058. 

The last few days have been show-
ing some kind of fluctuations in the
number of persons tested positive for
the pandemic which encouraged the
Government to loosen the lockdown
guidelines and this could have played
havoc, according to medical experts.
It may be noted that 76 persons had
tested positive for coronavirus last
Tuesday.

There was no media briefing
either by the Health Minister or sec-
retary though it was widely believed
that the government may make some
announcements by the end of the day
as Chief Minister Edappadi
Palaniswami held a lengthy meeting
at Fort Saint George with the high
power committee if IAS, IPS and med-
ical professions to review the status

prevailing in the State.
The medical bulletin issued by the

department of health is silent about
the number of persons discharged
from the hospitals on Tuesday though
it has been one of the salient features
of the government’s release. The num-
ber of fatalities reached 25 as one more
person succumbed to the pandemic
on Tuesday.

Out of the 121 persons tested pos-
itive on Tuesday, 103 are from
Chennai, said the bulletin. “This is an
important point to note and is a sign
that the lock down rules and regula-
tions are not being followed in letter
and spirit by the Government or by the
people,” said Dr Sajith Kumar, expert
in contagious diseases who works at
the Government Medical College,
Kottayam. Dr Kumar is closely mon-
itoring the progress of the coronavirus
in South India said that time was not
yet conducive for making any kind of
relaxation in the lockdown.

“We have to be in lockdown
mode till we make sure that the virus
is completely eliminated from the

State,” said the doctor.
Chief Minister Palaniswami told

the members of the high power com-
mittee to drive home the message that
only staying at home and maintaining
the social distance would make the
State free of the pandemic. 

“We have our own experience that
the instance of coronavirus coming
down when the lockdown regulations
were followed stringently. Countries
like Italy which were reeling under
pressure has subjugated the pandem-
ic by observing lockdown norms and
social distance,” said the chief minis-
ter.

The day began in Chennai with
the news that Nungambakkam Police
Station has been infected with coro-
navirus as two cops on duty were test-
ed positive . The building and the area
were cordoned off, all policemen on
duty were tested and the enter premise
was sanitized as per specifications .
Throughout  the day , the entire staff
working in the building sat out in front
of the shops and commercial buildings
in the area.
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Bengal Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar continued to fire

salvos at Mamata Banerjee, —ask-
ing her to stand by the people in
their hour of crisis instead of look-
ing for alibis and scapegoats —
receiving in return, a volley dia-
tribes from senior Trinamool
Congress leaders who offered a
counter advice and asked him to
“join the BJP directly instead of
speaking its language.”

In his “appeal” to make coor-
dinated action with the Centre to
fight the corona outbreak
Dhankhar asked the Chief
Minister to “change stance from
looking for alibis, scapegoats, exit
or shifting burden to serving the
people” and demanded a “real
time earnest action in concert
w i t h
Centre.”

The Governor who had last
week pounded a 13-page ‘letter-

bomb’ on the Chief Minister in
retaliation to her 5-page missive
followed it up with a twitter
reminder saying “State within
State approach” was “unconstitu-
tional and inopportune.”

Then he followed his advice
up saying it was no time to
“sharpen knives” against the
Governor and the Centre and that
the Chief Minister should con-
centrate more on the suffering of
the people than on demagoguery.

The Governor’s letter is seen
as a reaction to what the Chief
Minister said on Monday after
emerging from Chief Ministers’
video meeting with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Failing
to get an opportunity to speak in
the meeting she later complained
that the Centre should instead of
giving “Bhashan” lectures provide
ration to the people as the state
had burnt up its resources in the
corona war and that there was no
earning for the Government dur-

ing the lockdown period.
Soon after Dhankhar tweeted

Bengal Fire Brigade Minister Sujit
Basu fired a salvo at him remind-
ing how “Mamata Banerjee unlike
any other Chief Ministers, is
working directly at the ground
level. She has descended on the
streets from distributing relief to
preaching social distancing to
personally supervising other
works … and here we have a
Governor who is acting more like
a political person than a consti-
tutional head.” He added “the
Governor should instead of pur-
suing the BJP’s agenda cooperate
with the State Government and
most of all follow the
Constitutional provisions.”

His party colleague and TMC
MP Kalyan Banerjee too shot off
a letter to Dhankhar in which he
said that the Governor was “work-
ing on behalf of the BJP” inviting
a prompt reply from the former
who questioned Banerjee’s

“breach of decorum” and said the
letter from the TMC leader was in
fact a “strategy to cover up mon-
umental failures” of the
Government in fighting the coro-
na pandemic.

Meanwhile Bengal on
Tuesday reported 28 new cases of
corona infection taking the total
number of active cases to 522,
Chief Secretary Rajiva Sinha said
adding 10 people were discharged
on Tuesday. The death toll also
went up by two with total num-
ber of patients succumbing to the
disease going up to 22 he said. 

The State had increased the
number of tests he maintained
adding “in total 1180 people have
been tested today taking the total
number of tests to 13,223.”

Besides he said that 75 per-
cent of the cases were coming
from Kolkata, Howrah and North
24 Parganas while Hooghly and
South 24 Parganas accounted for
25 percent of the cases.

Kolkata: Alleged ‘corona
carriers’ continued to
attack the much touted
corona warriors — this
time leaving a number of
policemen injured at
Tikiapara in Howrah
where the men in uni-
form had gone to impose
a total lockdown.

Tikiapara is a con-
tainment zone deserving
a total lockdown.
According to a senior
police official “hundreds
of people were seen flout-
ing norms and roaming
freely and even riding
motorbikes in a local
market area. Many were
not wearing masks. When
the local team of police-
men challenged them
they were first abused
and then attacked with
stones and sticks,” leaving

half a dozen law enforcers
injured.

Two police vehicles
were also damaged, offi-
cials said adding the
injured policemen had
been hospitalized. 

The incident
occurred late on Tuesday
noon, sources said adding
a large number of police-
men including rapid
action force was rushed to
the area. “The situation is
tense but under control as
of now,” a senior official
said adding the police are
looking for the perpetra-
tors of the crime.

Criticising the attack
on the policemen
Minister and local MLA
Rajib Banerjee said “the
Government will take
strict action against the
culprits.” PNS 
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Former Union Minister and
BJP’s MP from Karnataka

Anant Kumar Hedge has com-
plained to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi against Twitter
alleging that it was encouraging
anti-national propaganda and
demanded an investigation into
its activities which he said were
harming national interests.

Hegde, whose account was
blocked by Twitter on April 24
for allegedly posting “contro-
versial” comments. has, in turn,
accused it of “sponsoring” and
“accepting” pro-Khalistani com-
ments and not blocking it.   

The BJP leader accused
Twitter of “discrimination and
favouritism” by blocking his
account for what he called
“exposing Tablighi Jamaat” but,
at the same time, taking no
action against the account
named “Gurupatwant Singh
Pannun” promoting the cause of
a separate  ‘Khalistan’.Hegde said
he would not delete his posts
which Twitter asked him to do
and instead sought to know
whether the microblogging  site
is “allowed to collect revenues
from anti-nationals ?.”

In his letter to Prime
Minister on April 21 with sub-
ject ‘ Paid promotion  of anti-
national propaganda and cam-
paign with support of Twitter
India’, the BJP  Lok Sabha MP
from Uttara Kannada said he
has received a written complaint
from former National co-con-
venor of BJP’s IT cell,  Vinit
Goenka, about  “anti-national”
and “paid/promoted campaign
by Twitter India” and sought
that Twitter be asked to change
its policy and prevent anti-
India propaganda” on its plat-
form.

Hegde has demanded
Twitter should  be asked to
“declare money/business gen-
erated from any suspected anti-
India commercial operation
“.“As newspaper and television
are governed under law of the
land, same should be applied
here as this is a sponsored
activity”, the BJP MP claimed in
his letter to the Prime Minister.
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Having been at the receiving
end of a fierce criticism

from the BJP over Palghar
lynching incident, the ruling
Shiv Sena and Congress in
Maharashtra on Tuesday hit
viciously back at the BJP-led
Yogi Adityanath Government
over the killing of two Sadhus
at at Anupshahar area of
Bulandshahr in Uttar Pradesh
on Monday night.

Not having taken kindly to
the manner in which the BJP
leaders tried to politicise the
Palghar incident—in which
two Sadhus and a driver were
lynched by a mob of villagers
on the night of April 16, chief
minister and Shiv Sena presi-
dent Uddhav Thackeray paid
back in the same coin, when he
called up his counterpart in
Uttar Pradesh Yogi Adityanath,
expressed his concern over the
Bulandshahr lynching incident
and said that he expected that
the UP Government would
act as sternly as the
Maharashtra Government did
after the Palghar incident.

It may be recalled that
after the Palghar incident on
April 22, Yogi Adityanath had

called up Uddhav and
expressed concern over the
Palghar incident. On that day,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah had also called Uddhav
and enquired about the Palghar
incident.

On that day, Uddhav –
without naming the RSS-BJP
leaders RSS-BJP leaders Sambit
Patra, Sunil Deodhar and oth-
ers – had indirectly deplored
the BJP leaders’ efforts com-
munalise the incident. “I have
spoken to both Amit Shah and
UP chief minister Yogi
Adityanath. There is absolute-
ly no religious context to the
incident. It is wrong for the
people to give communal
colour to the incident,” Uddhav
had said.

In one of the two tweets
put out reports of the
Bulandshahr incident emerged,
the Chief Minister’s Office in
Hindi: “I have spoken to Uttar
Pradesh chief minister @myo-
giadityanath and expressed
concern over the inhuman
murder of two sadhus at
Bulandshahr. We are all with
you against such ghastly mur-
der”.

“Like we acted sternly in
this kind of incident, we expect

you to initiate legal action
against the accused in the
Bulandshahr incident and hand
them stern punishment to the
accused. But, I appeal to you
not to give a communal colour
to this kind of incidents,” the
CMO stated in its second tweet.

Shiv Sena’s MP and
spokesperson Sanjay Raut also
minced no words when he
described the Bulandshahr
incident as most “frightening”
and “I appeal to all not make
this incident communal like
some people in the case of the
Palghar incident. In another
tweet, Raut said that the
Maharashtra chief minister
had spoken to Yogi Adityanath.
“We should not politicise this
kind of incidents but work
together to bring the culprits to
books.

Senior Congress leader and
PWD Minister in the Uddhav
Thackeray Cabinet Ashok
Chavan tweeted: “The killing of
two sadhus in a temple in
#Bulandshahar in Uttar
Pradesh is highly condemnable.
UP Government should take
stern action. I urge do not com-
munalise the incident as did
during Palghar
moblynching.
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The Maharashtra
Government on Tuesday

announced closure of the main
and new administrativebuild-
ings of Mantralaya (State
Secretariat) at Nariman Point
in south Mumbai for two days
on April 29 and 30 to 
facilitate the sanitisation of all
offices in the two buildings in
the wake of three employees
testing positive for coronavi
quarantined.

Without actually mention-
ing the reason that prompted
the State Government’s deci-
sion to close down 
the main and annex buildings,
Additional Chief Secretary
(General Administration
Department) Sitaram 
Kunte said: “We have Covid-19
situation across the country.
The point number one of the
Guidelines issued by the
Government of India on March
29,2020 has elaborated 
on the santisation 
procedure”

“As per the relevant guide-
line, it has become to essential
for us sanitise the Main
Mantralaya and new adminis-
tration building. Hence we
have decided to close down the
two buildings on April 29 and
30 to facilitate sanitisation of all
the offices in the main and
extended building,” Kunte
said.

Informed official sources
said that one computer opera-
tor working in the Disaster
Management Cell 
and two contractor-appointed
sweepers working in a senior
minister’s office had tested
positive for coronavirus on
Monday. 

Following the develop-
ment, as many as 40 State
Government employees were

quarantined on Monday
evening.
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The coronavirus situation in
Mumbai’s Dharavi locality

turned grim on Tuesday, as
four persons died of Covid-19
and  42 others tested positive in
Asia’s positive in a single day.

With the latest fatalities and
infections, the total number of
deaths in this densely populat-
ed slum rose to 18, while the
total infected cases mounted to
330.

Dharavi witnessed four
deaths on Tuesday.  While two
persons – a man and a woman
– both aged 60 years succumbed
to Covid-19 at LTMG Hospital
at Sion in north-central.

Two persons – both male
aged 48 years and 55 years
–died at the KEM Hospital.

The new infected cases were
reported from Social
Nagar,Matunga Labour camp,
Kunchi Kurve Nagar, Azad
Nagar, Sanjay Gandhi Nagar, 90
feet road area, Pivla Bungalow,
Mukund Nagar,Muslim Nagar,
Kalyanwadi, Indira Nagar, new
Municipal chawl, Markendeya
Society, Dhobi ghar, Rajiv
Gandhi Nagar, Mochi gully,
Shatabdi Nagar, PV Chawl, Agas
Wadi and Uday Society.

Those who were diagnosed
positive for Coronavirus were
aged 13 years and 74 years.         

Earlier on April 23, one
death and 25 cases had been
reported from Dharavi in a sin-
gle day.  

Spread over 240 hectare
area, Dharavi is one of the
Covid-19 hotspots in Mumbai.

Ever since first few cases of
Coronavirus were reported in
the early first week of April, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) is closely
monitoring the situation in
Dharavi where the health
authorities have clamped a total
lockdown.     

The pandemic cases have
been reported from most parts
of Dharavi, a fact that has trig-
gered considerable anxiety
among the health authorities
who are taking all measures to
ensure against the community
spread of the pandemic in this
densely populated slum.

On its part, local doctors as
well the ones from the BMC
have held several fever clinics in
this slum. Apart from enforcing
strict social distancing norms,
the police and health authorities
have been using drones to mon-
itor the activities in Dharavi.
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The number of COVID-19 positive
cases in the US just hit a stagger-
ing one million while the number
of deaths crossed 56,000. The
country has, perhaps, passed its

peak, unless there is a second wave, like in the
pandemic of the last century. As cases
mount, the number of Americans who will
succumb to the deadly virus is astonishing-
ly reaching closer to the combined death toll
in the Korean and the Vietnam wars.

The world has grown up on the narra-
tive that America cares about the lives of its
people — whether in combat or civilians —
than most countries. While the validity of this
argument can be debated, there is no deny-
ing that there’s a sense of pride about the
American way of life and the approach of its
Government, which drives a superiority rid-
den revenge in the aftermath of every exter-
nally induced attack/setbacks. Not for noth-
ing, the death of four American soldiers in
the deserts of Niger and three soldiers in the
Manda Bay, Kenya, in 2018 churned a
domestic debate about the need for assessment
in American troop deployments in Africa and
the world over. The humiliation that America
suffered in Tehran in the 1979 hostage crisis
still fuels its regime, toppling compulsions in
Tehran. The severity of the US’ response has
also historically depended on the political affil-
iation of the incumbent President, with the
Republicans going for a whole hog response.
That America is mired in an election cycle
with Joe Biden, the likely Democratic presi-
dential candidate, catching up fast with
President Donald Trump’s ratings is sure to
shape a response that is intended to reassure
the domestic electoral base that the US will
avenge the loss of lives. So, how will it respond?

While it is too early to predict the
American response in shaping a post-
COVID-19 global order, portents of a recal-
ibrated relationship with China are already
emerging. Mutual blame-game over the ori-
gin of the virus, expulsion of each other’s
prominent media organisations and an inves-
tigation into the origin of the virus are already
being undertaken by the US. While this may
not fundamentally transform the broader
trends of the Sino-US relationship, historical-
ly predictable trends in the latter’s response
after national crises and the vectors emerg-
ing from the COVID-19 epidemic, along with
its toll on American lives, point to substan-
tive overhaul in its policies once it emerges
out of the reeling pandemic that has brought
the country to a screeching halt. 

The 9/11 attacks saw it undertake imme-
diate response in the form of unprecedent-
ed tightening of homeland security and glob-
al compulsive lobbying for “war on terror,”
leading to the invasion of Iraq on the pretext
of “weapons of mass destruction.” The
impact of these global changes in America’s
foreign policy was so intense that they are
being experienced even now in varied forms:
Tougher airport screening protocols, reduc-

tion in the number of visas
issued, surveillance and tighten-
ing of immigration norms. With
the Trump administration rein-
forcing American foreign policy
conservatism, these impacts are
being felt even more, especially
by the non-citizens in the US
than ever before. His announce-
ment of a new visa section norm
must be seen in the same light.

The rapidity with which the
COVID-19 epidemic is sweeping
across cities in the US, having
broken the back of one of the
most populous and iconic cities,
New York, there cannot be much
doubt that Washington is plan-
ning an overall recalibration of
foreign relations with China.
One of it is health infrastructure,
perhaps an ongoing analysis to
assess intelligence failure apropos
COVID-19, improving the use of
technologies in predicting and
fighting future crises like the cur-
rent Coronavirus outbreak,
enhancing robustness for better
defence preparedness and com-
mensurate response to crises
like this pandemic. 

In the historic $2 trillion
stimulus package that has been
signed by Trump to bring the
American economy back on
track, an emergency fund of
$8.3 billion has been put forth by
the Trump administration for the
defence department. Clearly,
there is a defence component of
the American response to
COVID-19 from the Pentagon in

waiting. Whether it will be too
China-specific or a general uplift-
ing of America’s preparedness
remains to be seen.

That the US could not see
the virus coming and ravaging
American lives on an unprece-
dented scale has catapulted
COVID-19 high on the list of its
historical intelligence failure —
perhaps in the same line as Pearl
Harbour, the Iranian hostage
crisis and the 9/11 attacks. While
that is a conventional national
security consideration, China
has also launched a “propagan-
da war” through “wolf warrior”
diplomacy upon the US and else-
where by ramping up the narra-
tive that the American military
might be to blame for the
Coronavirus outbreak in China.
As such, what COVID-19 has
done is that it has further flared
up the already tense and uncer-
tain atmospherics in the US-
China relationship, coming close
on the heels of an ongoing trade
war between the two largest
economies of the world. 

As the US-led liberal inter-
national order is perceived to be
under severe strain in the face of
an unapologetic claim for a peer-
competitor status by China,
COVID-19 and the tit-for-tat
responses from both sides is
bound to turn the US-China
strategic rivalry more com-
bustible. In more recent US  mil-
itary and diplomatic documents,
China has begun to occupy a

much starker place as a “revision-
ist power”, a strategic competitor
and challenger to the US global
primacy “that needs to be coun-
tered and contained.” 

As China’s increasing eco-
nomic and security engagements
with countries across the globe
rattle America’s strategic minds,
the US, despite President Trump’s
uncertain ways, has been dou-
bling down on its alliances and
strategic partners to manage the
consequences of China’s rise.
America’s approach to China’s
ambitious Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) and the latter’s
approach to the US Indo-Pacific
strategy has brought forth a
complex set of perceptions and
misperceptions about the global
order. The new face of US-
China competition and con-
frontation, seen through the
wrangling over 5G technolo-
gies, China’s heft with leading US
universities and national securi-
ty concerns, is adding further
acrimony amid the COVID-19
saga. 

Amid anger and suspicion
within the global community
regarding China’s response to the
virus outbreak, Beijing is
increasingly projecting itself as
a country that has successfully
fought COVID-19 and is ready
to help other nations now. To be
sure, China’s response amid the
ongoing COVID-19 crisis glob-
ally has positioned it ahead of
America in the “scramble for

Europe” 2.0. 
On the other hand, the US

occupies the limelight for
President Trump’s arguably
“incompetent” and “unpopular”
leadership and for becoming the
ground zero of COVID-19
infections. How the two most
powerful militaries and the
largest economies in the world
respond and engage with each
other will not only influence the
future of their great power com-
petition but also the multiple
platforms of global governance
and multilateral agencies, cutting
across the political and econom-
ic apparatuses that will deter-
mine the emerging global order. 

Once America emerges out
of this pandemic, it is sure to
undertake vigorous domestic
and foreign policy recalibra-
tion. Perhaps, for the first time,
the world will see an offensive
concoction of America’s health
imperatives domestically and
its national security objectives
abroad. This strategy is likely to
pivot itself on three components
— emerging technologies (par-
ticularly AI), enhanced surveil-
lance and a historically
unmatched upping the ante on
building new and expansive
health infrastructure. Airports
globally, particularly in the US,
could see the end of any “touch”,
even as facial recognition
machines will likely replace any
physical contact that carries the
risk of infection. Facial recogni-
tion would in turn mean vast
databases of people online.
Many of these technologies are
already functional at Chinese
airports, about which democra-
cies all over the world, led by the
US, have depicted discomfort. 

For many in the US, as in
the world, this would mean a
conflicting question of “consent”
and a more constricted democ-
ratic space. Enhanced State con-
trol, surveillance and personal
data storage could change the
very nature of democracies and
for many people a costly bargain.
However, given the emerging
nature of threats, it appears that
most political systems will opt
for that bargain, particularly in
line with the fact that the fun-
damental tenets of liberal
democracies have historically
shared an inversely proportion-
al relationship with national
security. 

In the case of the US, these
changes would mean that the
perils of fighting this one-
upmanship battle with China
could shift the credentials of its
political system towards those
that it seeks to fight.

(Vivek Mishra is deputy
director, KIIPS, Bhubaneswar,
and research fellow, ICWA, New
Delhi. Monish Tourangbam is
assistant professor Manipal
University, Karnataka)
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Sir — It is important to note that
due to the sudden imposition of
lockdown due to the spread of
Coronavirus, thousands of stu-
dents were stranded in various
parts of the country and abroad
as well. They were unable to
return home due to travel restric-
tions. Students, stuck in several
parts of India, want to get back
home. In many cases, they are fac-
ing financial distress.

Days after the lockdown was
announced, the Uttar Pradesh
Government sent 250 buses to
pick up about 9,000 stranded stu-
dents from Kota in Rajasthan.
Several other States have also
either brought back students or
are planning to do so. 

However, it is regretful that
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar has been opposing the eas-
ing of lockdown rules and has
even refused to bring back stu-
dents stranded in Kota. Kumar
must not abdicate his responsibil-
ity of ensuring safe passage to the
students and coordinate with
State Governments to ensure has-
sle-free return of the students.

AMS Nadwi
Lucknow

������������

Sir — Ever since the lockdown
came into effect, it has been
more than clear that the entire
country is suffering. The unprece-
dented lockdown has unsettled
lives, halted the economy and put

India Inc into deeper crisis. The
devastation faced by millions of
migrant workers and labourers,
who had little economic buffer or
safety net, was heart-wrenching. 

But what about the plight of
pregnant women? There have
been a number of incidents where
doctors have refused to admit

pregnant women due to the lack
of a COVID-19 test report. Many
women have been forced to deliv-
er babies at the roadside.

The Government needs to act
on this to prevent a second
COVID-19-related crisis — a
wave of premature births and
poor outcomes, especially among

our most vulnerable populations.
Ensuring institutional delivery
must be the first responsibility of
every State Government. 

AA Hafiz
Kerala

���	����������

Sir — Post the lockdown, work
culture is definitely going to
undergo a sea-change. The ben-
efits of this are many. We save
hours of commute time, work-life
balance improves and there’s a
drastic change in the atmos-
phere. This form of an arrange-
ment has indeed worked and
many companies will be able to
adopt it with ease for long-term. 

While many companies will
be able to adapt to this new kind
of work culture, there are others
for whom getting back to the
office is crucial and unavoidable.
More and more will test positive,
need isolation, quarantine, treat-
ment, even hospitalisation. But we
have to take the bull by the
horns.

Niharika Singh
Via email
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In the months during which the Coronavirus
outbreak has been afoot, it has laid bare the
vulnerability and helplessness of an interde-

pendent and interlinked world to the ravages that
can be unleashed by a rapidly spreading novel
communicable disease. The question one asks at
this moment is, why is this so? 

What happened to the World Health
Organisation (WHO) and the global governance
structures that were built in order to counter this
sort of crisis? Didn’t the world learn anything
from the earlier outbreaks of communicable dis-
eases like Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(SARS), Middle East Respiratory Syndrome
(MERS), Swine flu (H1N1) and so on? The entire
healthcare governance at the global level simply
crumbled like a house of cards. There is complete
disarray and confusion around the world, when
ideally global protocols should have been in place
to control the spread of the disease.

What has been witnessed during the pan-
demic is that countries have tended to act inde-
pendently. More in tune with their domestic
requirements (cultural pride, market demands
and so on) rather than in a coordinated fashion
as part of a global governance network.

On the one hand, the Chinese authorities had
sought to suppress information regarding the
appearance of the new virus (by some accounts
the Chinese are still hiding the real numbers),
while on the other hand a unified response to the
disease, which was expected from the world and
international institutions like the WHO (once its
gravity became evident) was completely absent
and is absent even today. 

Nothing highlights the lack of coordination
between countries better than the testing regime
for the Coronavirus initiated by South Korea and
the US. While South Korea made the testing of
COVID-19 free for its citizens, in the US testing
was a paid endeavour in the initial days, which
resulted in delayed identification of infected indi-
viduals and led to the rapid spread of the disease. 

While the Chinese may be at fault in their fail-
ure to warn the world about the outbreak of the
highly infectious disease right at its onset, their
propaganda is correct to an extent that the devel-
oped world, with all its technological prowess, has
surrendered before the Coronavirus. This begs
the question, what has caused the failure of glob-
al healthcare governance?

The WHO Director-General Dr Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus declared COVID-19 as
a pandemic (rather late in the day) and asked
countries to undertake preventive and protective
public health measures that “strike a fine balance
between protecting health, preventing econom-
ic and social disruption and respecting human
rights.” 

The WHO, while rightly emphasising the
need to respect human rights, appears to have
simply laid the responsibility of containing the
pandemic along with the responsibility of pre-
venting social and economic disruption, on
national healthcare systems, which are patchy and
inefficient in most of the developing countries. 

Ideally it should have been at the forefront
of the Corona war, advising countries on the pro-
tocols that needed to be followed. Instead its
response was slow, confused and inconsistent. It
doesn’t take a genius to imagine what the situa-
tion in developing countries would be when
developed countries with better healthcare sys-
tems were unable to contain the virus. 

As the pandemic has shown us, the spread

of a contagion in any major economy
will have reverberating effects on the
entire global economy. Thus it cannot
be the job of national governments
alone to halt the spread of disease. It has
to be a joint effort between the coun-
tries with the global health watchdog
leading from the front. 

However, the statement of the
Director-General, which came out
rather belatedly, was in the form of a
recommendation rather than a concrete
plan of action for nations to follow. It
indicated a complete lack of power to
effectively engage in governance of
healthcare around the world and adopt
a leadership role in the hour of crisis.

The reason behind the incapacity of
the WHO to effectively engage in glob-
al healthcare governance appears to be
the North-South divide that permeates
international relations. This invisible
line has divided the world into the glob-
al developing South, which comprises
the underdeveloped and developing
countries and the wealthy, industrialised
North. 

The countries of the global South
are plagued with problems, in differing
measure, of poverty, lack of respect for
human rights, absence of democratic
governance and so on, along with a deep
distrust of the industrialised countries,
who are perceived to be ready to use
every instrument to control policy-mak-
ing of the developing nations, for their
own economic gains. 

The developed countries, in the
industrialised North on the other hand,
have either left the global South to its
devices or are attempting to provide
strait-jacketed solutions to problems,
instead of sharing the global governance
space with them, in which an accept-
able solution to the problems of the
global   South could be arrived at. 

This exclusion of the South from
participation has further fuelled the per-

ception that developed countries are
only interested in subverting gover-
nance of developing nations for their
own economic gains. COVID-19 has
rudely awakened the world to the fact
that the dividing line between the
global North and South is not so wide
as it appears to be and the North can-
not ignore the problems of the South —
be it human rights violations or poor
healthcare — as something alien to
them.

What is the solution then? The
existing global governance architecture
has fallen woefully short in managing
the interdependencies and integration
between countries. This is partly due to
the speed of globalisation which accen-
tuates these interdependencies and
partly due to the Westphalian principles
of sovereignty and non-interference in
the internal affairs of States.

What is required at this juncture is
a novel governance model which is
based on international cooperation.
This governance model should respect
sovereignty but only to the extent that
it does not cause hindrance in address-
ing transnational challenges that may
require a global coordinated response.

Global governance implicitly man-
dates a certain level of international
intervention which is contrary to the
principles of sovereignty and non-
intervention in each other’s affairs. In
addition, this governance model would
also have to address the asymmetries
existing in the present structure of gov-
ernance which lead to a participation
deficit of developing countries in glob-
al norm creation, thereby accentuating
inequalities between nations. 

This new model should genuinely
attempt to fulfill the mandate of Article
III of the United Nations Charter
which provides that there should be
“international cooperation in solving
international problems of an econom-

ic, social, cultural, or humanitarian
character and in promoting and encour-
aging respect for human rights and for
fundamental freedoms for all without
distinction as to race, sex, language, or
religion.”

In the case of the present pandem-
ic, while it is obvious that China is
squarely to be blamed for the mayhem
around the globe, the immediate
requirement is that the WHO as an
international organisation should be
reformed as has been stated by the US,
India and Australia.

The need for global healthcare
governance has to be realised and the
WHO should be vested with this
responsibility. 

For discharging this duty, the WHO
should be provided with the necessary
financial and human resources to
address the issue of governance of
healthcare around the world. The
administration of the WHO should be
made more broad-based and represen-
tative of global realities by increasing the
participation of the global South in the
organisation. 

At a political level, it may be pro-
vided with similar administrative pow-
ers as are available to the IAEA
(International Atomic Energy Agency)
where it can direct a proper course of
action instead of merely making recom-
mendations that the countries may or
may not follow.

Dilution of political borders is a
reality and not just in the field of pol-
itics, finance and cyberworld but in the
field of social and physical integration.
The problems of countries, starting with
basic healthcare, have to be addressed
at a global level. 

The earlier the world, both the
North and South, realises this, the bet-
ter it would be for everyone around.
(The writers are Assistant Professors,
Department of Law, Sikkim University)
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As we near the end of the lock-
down on May 3, there are
indications that the exit strat-

egy is likely to be a staggered one as
the Government tries to beat the
Coronavirus from sweeping across
the country. Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan has indicated that
the COVID-19 strategy will remain,
the same: Locate, test, isolate and
treat.

While it is true that our villages
have not reported many cases so far,

but if the virus spreads to rural
India, can our public healthcare sys-
tem manage to deal with it? Is there
a contingency plan for such a situ-
ation? 

Right now the Government
seems to be banking on the COVID-
19 not reaching rural India. It is
hoping that the million migrant
labourers who went back home to
their villages soon after the nation-
wide lockdown began on March 25
might not be infected or vectors. 

This is for two reasons, Dr
Vardhan says. “Personally I feel
that these migrant labourers would
never have come in contact with the
carriers of the disease. The
Coronavirus arrived in India with
international travellers and, there-
fore, most cases so far have been in
the cities. The second is that they
have already  covered the two-
week quarantine period. Had they

been infected it would have been
detected by this time,” he explains
to this columnist.

Also, the rural folks have
become alert and do not allow
strangers into their villages. They are
keeping constant vigil. Awareness
about the virus and how it spreads
has increased because there are
117 crore phone subscribers who get
information through their mobile
phones. 

State officials have told village
councils to prevent labourers return-
ing from the cities from entering the
village or meeting people due to the
fear that they might be infected with
the Coronavirus. In view of all
these precautions, the Minister is
confident of meeting the challenge
if it reaches rural India. 

“Money is not an issue. We have
given �4,000 crore to the States. We
are supplying them test kits. We can

do much more,” he assures.
However, data show that though

urban residents are more at risk due
to proximity to international trav-
ellers and cheek by jowl housing, the
rural folk are not off the hook as
they face several challenges includ-
ing inadequate access to proper
healthcare, low insurance penetra-
tion and a growing chronic disease
burden. 

With two-thirds of the popula-
tion living in rural India, we need
a different strategy to take care of
their healthcare needs, particularly
as the pandemic looms over us. As
a priority, the quality of rural health-
care needs to be stepped up.

The health infrastructure data
published in the National Health
Profile, 2019, found that
Government hospitals would run
out of beds in rural India even if the
virus hits 0.03 per cent of the pop-

ulation in the villages. The pressure
of handling patients in rural India
is twice as much as the national
average. While for every 10,000 peo-
ple in the country, there is one doc-
tor available; in rural India one doc-
tor is available for every 26,000 peo-
ple.

There are also practical difficul-
ties in implementing Government
guidelines on health and hygiene.
For instance, rural folks wonder how
they can follow social distancing in
a limited space? Or wash their
hands often when they are in the
fields or even at home because
there is no running water or soap?
They wonder how they will be able
to afford masks when they don’t
have money to buy them? Or how
could they get proper healthcare in
the event of an outbreak when
there are not enough Government
hospitals in the vicinity?

The widening urban-rural
divide is also evident in the inequal-
ities in consumption, quality of life
and availability of physical and
social infrastructure.  

The Union Government
announced a �1.7 trillion financial
package on March 26 for direct cash
transfers and free food and the sec-
ond one is to follow soon.  But this
barely amounts to one per cent of
India’s Gross Domestic Product
(GDP). 

What is needed is a strategy
suited to rural India. For an inclu-
sive economic growth, there is a
need to focus on the agrarian econ-
omy. Second, the panchayats should
be utilised in the fight against
COVID-19 and also for economic
recovery.  

Realising the need for this,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
himself addressed the gram pan-

chayats and sought their help last
week. Similarly, realising their
importance, Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik has pragmatically
vested on sarpanches the powers of
District Collectors. 

In Kerala, its network of local
bodies and the women empower-
ment programme ‘Kutumbashree’
has taken the battle against the
Coronavirus to the community
level. Gram panchayats could be the
engine to deal with the problems
unique to the villages.  It is clear that
a successful strategy for rural India
will go a long way in dealing with
the pandemic. However, the solu-
tions have to be organic and com-
munity-based for them to work.
And the war  should be fought on
two fronts — healthcare as well as
on the economic front.

(The writer is a senior journal-
ist)
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China on Tuesday called on
all countries of the five-

member BRICS bloc to unite
and "do the right thing" in the
face of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic, amid mounting pressure
from the US and other countries
on Beijing over the origins of the
coronavirus.

With its rapid spread in
many parts of the world, the
Covid-19 has put the lives and
health of people around the
world under grave threat, seri-
ously disrupted the flow of
people worldwide and the glob-

al economy, and posed a severe
challenge to BRICS (Brazil,
Russia, India, China and South
Africa) countries, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi said
while speaking at a video con-
ference of the BRICS' foreign
ministers. "Should we let science
and reason prevail or create
political divisions, bolster coop-
eration across borders or isolate
ourselves through decoupling,
promote multilateral coordi-
nation or practice unilateralism?
We all need to answer these
questions in a way that stands
the test of history," said Wang,
who is also the State Councillor.

While US President Donald
Trump has stepped up calls for
a probe into the origin of coro-
navirus, which emerged first
from Wuhan, Britain, Australia
and German Chancellor Angela
Merkel have called for more
transparency from Beijing on
Covid-19 origins.

China said the origin of the
virus is a matter of science and
should be studied by scientists
and professionals.

Wang said as representa-
tives of major emerging coun-
tries with global influence, the
BRICS countries much act in
the interest of the well-being of

humankind, and stand by jus-
tice and equity.

"We must make the right
call and do the right thing," he
was quoted as saying by the
state-run Xinhua news agency
reported. "We must work
together to sustain a peaceful
and stable international envi-
ronment and foster brighter
prospects for win-win progress,"
he said. Wang called on all
BRICS countries to stand firm
by multilateralism, by the UN-
centred international system
and by the purposes and prin-
ciples of the UN Charter.

Trump has withdrawn over

USD 400 million funding for
the World Health Organisation
(WHO), accusing it of backing
China in "cover-up and under-
reporting" of coronavirus cases.

For its part, China which
has announced USD 30 million
additional funding to the WHO
has staunchly defended its role
and the health agency's Director
General Dr General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus.

"We need to champion the
approach of consultation and
cooperation for shared benefits
in governance, and take the lead
in advancing global governance
reform along the right direc-

tion," Wang said. He called on
BRICS countries to safeguard
through the joint efforts the
legitimate rights and interests
and space for development "not
just for ourselves but also for all
other emerging market and
developing countries."

Wang asked the countries to
enhance coordination on
macroeconomic policies to curb
recession, create jobs, protect
livelihoods and stabilise the
global economy. He also called
for sustaining coordination to
keep up the secure and smooth
functioning of global industrial
and supply chains.

"The sudden onslaught of
COVID-19 reminds us once
again that our interests are
closely entwined and so are our
futures," Wang said. A challenge
that respects no border and
makes no distinction of ethnic-
ity has only made global gover-
nance more important, not less,
he said. In response to some
arguments that the world will
never be the same again after the
Coid-19, Wang said China's
strategic assessment was that the
pandemic will not change the
theme of the times which
remains peace and develop-
ment.

Beijing/Wuhan: A few gutsy
Indians who stayed put in
Wuhan are back at work after
a strict 76-day lockdown, but
are still worried about the pos-
sibility of a second wave of
attack by the vicious coron-
avirus, going by the growing
number of asymptomatic cases
in the country.

Wuhan, the central Chinese
city at the epicentre of the coro-
navirus pandemic, made glob-
al headlines on Sunday as the
last COVID-19 patient was dis-

charged, marking an important
milestone in the city's fight
against the invisible enemy,
while India and several other
countries are still under strict
lockdown to curb the spread of
the disease that has claimed over
2,10,000 lives worldwide.

With 50,333 confirmed
cases and 3,869 deaths, Wuhan
bore the brunt of the highly-
infectious virus which first
emerged there in December
last year and spread like wild-
fire in the city of 11 million peo-

ple before turning into a glob-
al pandemic, virtually bringing
the world to a grinding halt.

Wuhan, which became
famous in India for the historic
first informal summit between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Chinese President Xi
Jinping in 2018, is a major
international educational cen-
tre and industrial hub with
some of China's famous scien-
tific research centres and lab-
oratories, attracting students
from India and abroad. PTI
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The UN humanitarian chief
said USD 90 billion could

provide income support, food
and a health response to the
coronavirus pandemic for 700
million of the world's most vul-
nerable people — a price tag
just 1 per cent of the USD 8 tril-
lion stimulus package the 20
richest countries put in place to
safeguard the global economy.

Mark Lowcock told a video
briefing most experts agree
that the peak of the Covid-19
pandemic hasn't reached the
poorest parts of the world, but
may peak in the next three to
six months.

He said about 700 million
people — 10 per cent of the
world's population — are most
vulnerable and concentrated in
about 30 to 40 countries which
already receive humanitarian
assistance and will see a big
drop in incomes as the virus
spreads and governments
impose restrictive measures
and lock downs.

“If you wanted to protect
them against that drop in
income, then probably for
about USD 60 billion you could
do that,” Lowcock said.

And for something like
USD 30 billion, he said, people
facing the threat of starvation
can get food, and the health
response to Covid-19 can be
financed.

Lowcock said probably
two-thirds of the USD 90 bil-
lion could come from interna-
tional financial institutions like
the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund.

“They would need to
change the terms on which
they provide assistance to some
people,” he said.

“So, for example, they
would need to reduce 
interest rates and provide some
debt relief. But they have the
firepower if they were given a
bit more subsidy to probably
meet about two-thirds 
of the costs.”

Lowcock said the remain-
ing one-third could be financed
by a one-time increase in
Government development
assistance. 

He said the argument he's
making is that a one-off 20 per
cent increase “will save you
having to deal with a 10-year
problem.” “USD 90 billion is a
lot of money but it is an afford-
able sum of money,” he said.

New York: The US
Department of Defense has
released three short videos
showing what appears to be
unidentified flying objects.

The videos showing
"unidentified aerial phenome-
na", the term used by the
Pentagon, were taken by US
Navy pilots, one in November
2004 and the other two in
January 2015.

Even before the US
Department of Defense decid-
ed to authorise the release of
the videos, they were circulat-
ing in the public domain after
unauthorised releases in 2007
and 2017.

The US Navy previously

admitted that these videos cir-
culating in the public domain
were not fakes.

"After a thorough review,
the department has determined
that the authorised release of
these unclassified videos does
not reveal any sensitive capa-
bilities or systems, and does not
impinge on any subsequent
investigations of military air
space incursions by unidenti-

fied aerial phenomena," the US
Department of Defense said in
a statement on Monday.

"DOD is releasing the
videos in order to clear up any
misconceptions by the public
on whether or not the footage
that has been circulating was
real, or whether or not there is
more to the videos," said the
statement, adding that the aer-
ial phenomena observed in
the videos remain characterised
as "unidentified."

Two airmen documented
the 2004 incident in the New
York Times three years ago.
They estimated the unidenti-
fied object to be 12.19-metre
long and oval in shape. IANS
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South Korea's Unification
Minister Kim Yeon-chul on

Tuesday rejected unconfirmed
reports of North Korean leader
Kim Jong-un's health as "fake
news" and "infodemic", insist-
ing he can say confidently
there have been no unusual
signs in Pyongyang.

Speculation about Kim's
health spiked after he skipped
an annual visit to the mau-
soleum of his grandfather Kim
Il-sung on the late national
founder's April 15 birth
anniversary, the North's most
important national holiday,
reports Yonhap News Agency.

Media reports have since
speculated that Kim Jong-un
might be seriously ill, but South
Korean officials have disputed
the reports, repeatedly saying
there were no unusual signs
found in North Korea and that
the leader was believed to be
staying in the country's eastern
coastal town of Wonsan.

"It can be seen as a phe-
nomenon of infodemic," the
Unification Minister said dur-
ing a parliamentary foreign
affairs committee meeting,
referring to a recent deluge of
unfounded rumours about the
leader's heath.

"We have intelligence
capacity that allows us to say

confidently that there are no
unusual signs."

In a report last week, CNN
said that the US was looking
into intelligence that Kim Jong-
un was in "grave danger" after
a surgery.

That came after a report by
Daily NK, a South Korea-based
news outlet specializing in
North Korea issues, that Kim
Jong-un was receiving medical
treatment outside Pyongyang
following a cardiovascular pro-
cedure, said the Yonhap News
Agency.

The Minister during
Tuesday's briefing called those
reports "fake news" based on
unconfirmed information.

Washington: US President
Donald Trump said he has a
"very good idea" about the sta-
tus of Kim Jong Un 
but he can't talk about 
it now, amid rumours about the
ill health of the North Korean
leader.

“I can't tell you exactly —
yes, I do have a very good idea
but I can't talk about it now. I
just wish him well,” Trump told
reporters at a White House
news conference.

There have been uncon-
firmed reports that Kim is not
in good health. The rumours
began after he missed the April
15 commemoration of the
108th birthday of his grandfa-
ther, North Korea founder Kim

Il Sung. North Korea has not
dispelled the rumours of ill
health of its ruler.

“I have had a very good
relationship with Kim Jong
Un. If I weren't president you
would be... You would have
been in war with Korea. You
would have been in war with
North Korea if I wasn't presi-
dent that I can tell you. He
expected that. That I can tell
you,” he said.

“I hope he's fine. I do
know how he's doing relative-
ly speaking. We will see… You
will probably be hearing in the
not-too-distant future,” Trump,
who met Kim at least twice to
persuade him to give up his
nuclear weapons, said. IANS
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French Prime Minister
Edouard Philippe has out-

lined a plan to fight the coro-
navirus by testing everyone
who has come in contact with
an infected person.

Philippe announced the
plan while addressing law-
makers at the National
Assembly. He said when a per-
son tests positive, individuals
that have been close contact
with that person — regardless
of whether they have any
symptoms or not — will 
be tested. Philippe said, “All
these contact cases will be test-
ed and will be asked to isolate
themselves.”
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The US is carrying out a
"very serious" investigation

against China, President
Donald Trump has said, indi-
cating that his administration
is looking at a bigger compen-
sation from Beijing than the
USD 140 billion being sought
by Germany over the coron-
avirus pandemic.

The deadly contagion,
which originated in China in
mid-November, has so far
killed more than two lakh peo-
ple and infected over three mil-
lion globally. The largest num-
ber of them are in the US: more
than 56,000 deaths and over
one million infections.

Leaders of the US, the UK

and Germany increasingly
believe that the unfortunate
deaths of so many people and
destruction of the global econ-
omy could have been avoided,
if China had shown trans-
parency and shared the infor-
mation about the virus in its
early phases.

Many countries have start-
ed talking about claiming com-
pensation from China. Trump,
during the Rose Garden press
conference on Monday, was
asked about Germany planning
to send a bill to China for euro
130 billion (USD 140 billion)
for the damages. “Would your
administration look at doing
the same?”

“Well, we can do some-
thing much easier than that.

We have ways of doing things
a lot easier than that,” the
President replied. "Germany is
looking at things and we're
looking at things and we're
talking about a lot more money
than Germany is talking about.

“We haven't determined
the final amount yet,” but "it is
very substantial," Trump said.
After the US, Europe has been
the worst hit by the virus. In
India, mainly because of the
early and aggressive preventive
measures, the fatalities have
remained low at 886 and infec-
tions at 28,000.

“If you look at the world, I
mean, this is a worldwide dam-
age. This is a damage to the US
but this is a damage to the
world,” said the President.

Trump said there are "a lot
of ways" one can hold China
accountable for the spread of
the virus. “We're doing very
serious investigations, as you
probably know. We are not
happy with China,” he said.

“We are not happy with
that whole situation because we
believe it could've been stopped
at the source. It could've been
stopped quickly and it would-
n't have spread all over the
world. And we think that
should have happened. So,
we'll let you know at the appro-
priate time, but we are doing
serious investigations,” Trump
said. In recent weeks, there has
been an increasing support
towards the move to hold
China accountable.
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin has extended the

nation’s partial economic shut-
down through May 11, saying
the coronavirus outbreak is
yet to reach a peak. Speaking in
a conference call with top offi-
cials on Tuesday, Putin says the
shutdown that began at the end
of March and was to expire on
April 30 has slowed conta-
gion. Lockdowns imposed by
Russian regions have kept most
people, except those working in
vital industries, at home.
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More than 2,10,000 people
have died worldwide in

the coronavirus pandemic, 85
per cent of them in Europe and
the United States.

A total of 2,13,437 deaths
have been recorded among
3,094,964 cases since the out-
break began in China late last
year. Total 9,38,497 have been
recovered so far.

Washington: US cases of the
novel coronavirus were
approaching 1 million on
Tuesday, having doubled in 18
days, and made up one-third of
all infections in the world,
according to a Reuters tally.

More than 56,000
Americans have died of the
highly contagious respiratory
illness COVID-19 caused by
the virus, an average of about
2,000 a day this month, accord-
ing to the tally.

The actual number of cases
is thought to be higher, with
state public health officials
cautioning that shortages of
trained workers and materials
have limited testing capacity.

About 30% of the cases

have occurred in New York
state, the epicenter of the US
outbreak, followed by New
Jersey, Massachusetts,
California and Pennsylvania.

Globally, coronavirus cases
top 3 million since the outbreak
began in China late last year. The
United States, with the world's
third-largest population, has
five times as many cases as the
next hardest-hit countries of
Italy, Spain and France.

Of the top 20 most severe-
ly affected countries, the United
States ranks fifth based on
cases per capita, according to a
Reuters tally. The United States
has about 30 cases per 10,000
people. Spain ranks first at
over 48 cases per 10,000 peo-
ple, followed by Belgium,
Switzerland and Italy.

US coronavirus deaths, the
highest in the world, now exceed
the total number of Americans
killed in the 1950-53 Korean
War — 36,516. Coronavirus
deaths total just below the 58,220
Americans killed during the
Vietnam War that ended in
1975. The coronavirus has killed
more people in the United States

than the seasonal flu in recent
years, except for the 2017-2018
season, according to the US. 

Flu deaths range from a
low of 12,000 in the 2011-2012
season to a high of 61,000 dur-
ing 2017-2018. Coronavirus
deaths in the United States fall
far short of the Spanish flu,
which began in 1918 and killed
675,000 Americans, according
to the CDC.

Unprecedented stay-at-
home orders to try to curb the
spread of the virus have ham-
mered the economy, with the
number of Americans seeking
unemployment benefits over
the last five weeks soaring to
26.5 million.

About a dozen states are
beginning to relax the stay-at-
home restrictions despite the
warning of health experts that
premature actions could cause
a surge in new cases.

A Reuters/Ipsos survey this
month found that a bipartisan
majority of Americans want go
on sheltering in place to protect
themselves from the coron-
avirus, despite the impact on
the economy. Agency
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Tarun Garg is an old auto-
motive hand in the Indian

market, having been in the
industry for almost three
decades. The Director - Sales,
Service and Marketing for
Hyundai Motor India Limited
believes that India will emerge
from the extended period of
economic activity with a cer-
tain degree of demand, if some
measures are taken by the gov-
ernment. 

Speaking to The Pioneer,
Garg correctly pointed out that
it was not just the automotive
sector in India that is hurting

and as such, few industries
could ask for preferential treat-
ment. 

“We are working with the
government through our
industry body SIAM (Society
of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers) and making
our representations on various
issues.” 

Garg said that there were
three key focus areas for the
automotive industry as regards
supply-side interventions that
the government could do. 

“First and foremost is
finance. Critically to dealers, so
that they can manage their
inventories and their costs.

The government is considering
relief for the Medium and
Small enterprises and most
dealers fall in that category. It
is also critical that consumer
finance continues strong, since
80 percent of car sales contin-
ue to be financed.” 

Specifically to the auto
industry, Garg said that he
was positive that the govern-
ment would consider a mea-
sured scrappage schemes that
would spur demand, “we
believe that the drafting of
such a scheme is underway.” 

“Taxation is the third
major aspect where the gov-
ernment can spur demand.

How the government gives tax
relief is up to them, whether it
is a cut on excise duties to
reduce prices or relief on per-
sonal taxes that leave more
money in the consumers hand
to spend. These could be time-
bound which can encourage
spending”, Garg added. 

As for Hyundai, Garg said
that the second-generation
Creta which the Korean car-
maker had launched days
before the lockdown had gar-
nered 20,000 bookings. 

“Our dealers have been
reaching out to all our cus-
tomers who made bookings
and unfortunately could not

take delivery, all of them are
looking forward to drive home
their new cars. 
The story is the same with all
our new models.” 

The carmaker has been
holding special online classes
with their sales and service staff
of how they have to reach out
to customers as a part of their
social responsibility. Service
representatives from Hyundai
have been calling up customers
to give them vehicle mainte-
nance tips. 

At the same time, dealers
are preparing for the start-up
by properly sanitising their
locations and also on the ser-

vice front by ensuring that
cars returned to customers
after service are highly santised,
“everything from the exteriors
to the steering wheel have to
meet high standards of clean-
liness.”

But what about the Indian
market? With economic
growth for being forecast in the
two per cent range, Garg
admits that there will be pain
in the automotive sector also,
yet he is optimistic about the
Indian automotive space. 

“In 2008 when the
Lehmann Brothers collapse
happened, India also endured
a crisis and car sales were hit.

But the two years following that
we saw double-digit growth, so
when I say India is resilient,
that is because India has been
resilient in the past as well. The
fact is that car penetration in
India remains at a very low 27
cars per 1,000. We 
will see some behavioural
changes in the aftermath of this
crisis, people will move away
from shared mobility to per-
sonal vehicles due to hygiene.
But there will be other changes
as well, and we have 
to look at the positives that 
will emerge for us as a 
society from this, in the new
normal.”
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Reiterating its demand for an
economic package for the

trading community, the
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) on Tuesday
said that it is high time for the
announcement of relief mea-
sures for them.

In a statement, CAIT said
that it has written to Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
saying that the government
has announced several pack-
ages of other sections 
of economy but the trading
community is still awaiting a
package.

It stressed that if an ade-
quate package is not given to
traders, the domestic trade in
the country is likely to collapse
to a large extent, adding that
since the retail sector is the
largest employment provider
after agriculture, it is all the
more necessary to provide
relief to this sector.

New Delhi: SRM group of Institutions, under the
patronage of its Founder Chancellor and
Perambalur MP Dr TR Paarivendhar distributed
1,000 packets of relief materials containing rice,
wheat, dhal and other groceries worth �5 lakh to
the needy people of its 8 UBA adopted villages
through the Chengalpattu district administration. 

In an event held at the District Collector’s
office today, District collector, Mr. John Louis IAS,
in the presence of Priya, DRO, Selvam, RDO
inaugurated the token distribution for 30 house-
holds of Anjur village. 

New Delhi: At the times of the global
Pandemic caused by the spread of the highly
contagious Covid-19 virus Northern Railway
under the guidance and overall supervision of
Rajiv Chaudhry, General Manager, North
Central & Northern Railway, is striving in
every way to strengthen the efforts being put
in by the Government to contain the spread
of the virus and to make the life of the people
easier in the lock down.

Assets of Northern Railway are being
utilised to innovative uses be it converting of
rail coaches into mobile quarantine centres or
production of protective gears in the
Locomotive, Coach & Wagon Maintenance
workshops.

The employees of Northern Railway are
also putting ‘service before self ’ in these test-
ing times and are not only involved in the cargo
& goods trains operations but are also taking
care of the underprivileged. 
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Axis Bank on Tuesday
reported a net loss of

�1,388 crore for the fourth
quarter (Q4) of 2019-20 due to
higher provisions.

The lender had posted a
net profit of �1,505 crore for the
corresponding period of the
previous fiscal.

However, the bank’s net
interest income (NII) zoomed
to 19 per cent to �6,808 crore
during the quarter from �5,706
crore earned during the corre-
sponding quarter of the previ-
ous year.

According to the bank, it
has made specific loan loss
provisions for Q4FY 20 at
�4,204 crore, compared to
�1,714 crore in Q4 last year and
�2,962 crore in Q3FY20.

Further, it held an addi-
tional provisions of around 
�2,558 crore towards various
contingencies at the end of
Q3FY20.

“The bank made other
provisions aggregating �3,526
crore in Q4 FY20 of which
�3,000 crore is towards Covid-
19,” the bank said in a state-
ment. “At March 31, 2020, the
Bank holds in aggregate addi-
tional provisions of �5,983
crore. It is pertinent to note that
this is over and above the NPA
provisioning included in our
PCR calculations, and the 0.4
per cent standard asset provi-
sioning requirement on stan-
dard assets.” Furthermore, the
bank said that it has recognised
slippages of �3,920 crore dur-
ing Q4FY20, compared to
�6,214 crore in Q3FY20 and
�3,012 crore in Q4FY19.
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Indian equities remained on
the front foot for the second

consecutive session on Tuesday,
with benchmarks settling at a
near seven-week high amid
hopes of more stimulus mea-
sures to cushion the coron-
avirus-induced economic shock.

The BSE gauge Sensex
closed above the psychological
32,000-mark after more than
six weeks. The index settled
371.44 points or 1.17 per cent

higher at 32,114.52. It hit an
intra-day high of 32,199.91
and a low of 31,661.34.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty
advanced 98.60 points, or 1.06
per cent, to close at 9,380.90 –
its highest closing level since
March 13.  Financial stocks led
the rally on the Sensex for the
second straight session on
Tuesday, buoyed by RBI’s
�50,000-crore special liquidity
support to the mutual fund
industry.

On the Sensex chart,

IndusInd Bank was the top gain-
er, rallying over 15 per cent, fol-
lowed by Bajaj Finance, HDFC,
Axis Bank and ICICI Bank. On
the other hand, Sun Pharma,
NTPC, Nestle India, HCL Tech
and Bharti Airtel were among
the prominent losers.

Sector-wise, BSE finance,
bankex, consumer durables,
oil and gas, realty and auto
indices rallied up to 3.53 per
cent; while healthcare, tele-
com, FMCG and power indices
fell up to 1.65 per cent.  In the

broader market, midcap and
smallcap indices rose up to 0.80
per cent. 

Other than hopes of anoth-
er stimulus by the govern-
ment, positive cues from the
global arena about easing coro-
navirus-induced curbs also
enthused investors in the
domestic market.

“Benchmark indices ended
positive tracking global mar-
kets, led by financials. Hopes of
a fiscal stimulus have given
support to the markets. Stock

specific news reactions are
happening based on the results
and management commen-
tary,” Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services, said.

He added the sustainabil-
ity of this rally depends on the
easing of lockdown measures
and the steps to get businesses
back on track.

Asian shares were mixed
Tuesday as Governments inch
toward letting businesses
reopen and central banks step

in to provide cash to
economies. European stocks
advanced on data showing
slowing growth in the deadly

virus that has closed the glob-
al economy and on strong
earnings reports that out-
weighed a slump in oil prices.

International oil bench-
mark Brent crude futures
advanced 1.95 per cent to USD
23.52 per barrel.
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Moody’s Investors Service
on Tuesday slashed India’s

growth forecast to 0.2 per cent
for the 2020 calendar year
from the earlier projection of
2.5 per cent released in March.

Stating that the economic
costs of shutdown of the glob-
al economy are accumulating
rapidly, Moody’s in its Global
Macro Outlook 2020-21 (April
2020 Update) projected that all
G-20 advanced economies
would contract by 5.8 per cent
in 2020.

In November last year,
before the emergence of the
coronavirus, the rating agency
was expecting the global econ-
omy to grow by 2.6 per cent
this year. Among the emerging
economies in G-20, Moody’s

projected India to grow at 0.2
per cent in 2020 and 6.2 per
cent in 2021. This compares to
5.3 per cent growth clocked in
2019. “India extended a nation-
wide lockdown to 40 days
from 21 days, but relaxed
restrictions in rural areas to
facilitate agricultural harvesting
in the second half of April. The
country has determined that
many of these areas are free of
the virus. India also plans a
phased opening of different
regions while continuing to
carry out identification and
contract tracing,” Moody’s said.

Late last month, the gov-
ernment had announced a �1.7
lakh crore stimulus package
comprising free foodgrains and
cooking gas to poor and 
cash dole to poor women and
elderly.  
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The Government has
extended the deadline to

bid for Air India by two
months till June 30, as the
Covid-19 fallout has disrupted
economic activity globally.

This is the second exten-
sion in the deadline to submit
bids by investors for Air India
since it initiated the process of
stake sale in the debt-ridden
national carrier on January 27.

Issuing a corrigendum to
the Expression of Interest for
sale of Air India, the
Department of Investment and
Public Asset Management said
the deadline has been extend-
ed in view of the “request
received from the IBs (inter-
ested bidders) in view of the
prevailing situation arising out
of Covid-19”. While issuing the
EoI in January, the last date for
bids was kept for March 17,
which was later extended to
April 30. This has now been
further extended till June 30.

Also the date for intima-
tion to qualified interested bid-
ders (QIB) has been extended
by 2 months till July 14, the
DIPAM said in the corrigen-

dum posted on its website.
“Further changes with

respect to the Important Dates,
if any, will be communicated to
the Interested Bidders subse-
quently,” it added.

Covid-19 pandemic has
disrupted economic activity
globally with many countries
announcing lockdown to con-
tain the virus spread. The avi-
ation sector has been hit hard
by Covid-19 with airlines can-
celling international flights and
announcing pay cuts for
employees. The extension of
Air India bid deadline fol-
lowed the government’s move
last month to extend the time
given to investors to bid for its
entire 52.98 per cent stake in
Bharat Petroleum Corp Ltd
(BPCL) to June 13. The earli-
er deadline was May 2.

After its unsuccessful bid to
sell Air India in 2018, the gov-
ernment in January 2020 restart-
ed the divestment process for Air
India and invited bids for selling
100 per cent of its equity in the
state-owned airline, including
Air India’s 100 per cent share-
holding in AI Express Ltd and
50 per cent in Air India SATS
Airport Services Private Ltd.
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Auto sales are likely to
remain muted as con-

sumers may not flock to deal-
erships and even avoid shop-
ping malls and markets due to
the fear of coronavirus infec-
tion for an extended period
post lockdown, a report said on
Tuesday. 

The report by ratings
agency Crisil Research pro-
jected that half of passengers
vehicle sales and a third of two-
wheeler volume are at risk due
to the coronavirus-induced
pandemic.

Even if the nation-wide
lockdown is lifted on May 3,
resumption of normal opera-
tions at automobile dealer-
ships would depend on
whether a dealership is outside

a demarcated hotspot and if it
has the necessary licences from
the state/ district administra-
tion to operate, the report
noted.

The Ministry of Home
Affairs has allowed resumption
of several activities from April
20, albeit by strictly 
adhering to social distancing
norms. 

This covers manufacturing
in industrial units, including
automobile factories, under
the purview of state/ district
administration.

In addition, the central
government has directed state/
district administrations to cal-
ibrate the revocation of lock-
down after demarcating dis-
tricts as red (hotspots with high
infection) and green (non-
infected) zones. 
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Mumbai: The Indian rupee rose by 7 paise to
close at 76.18 (provisional) against the US dol-
lar on Tuesday, tracking positive domestic equi-
ties and a weak American currency in the over-
seas market.

This is the second consecutive day of gain
for the rupee, during which it has appreciated

by 28 paise. At the interbank foreign exchange,
the rupee opened at 76.33. During the session
it touched an intra-day high of 76.14 and a low
of 76.44.

The domestic unit finally settled at 76.18,
registering a rise of 7 paise over its previous
close. PTI
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Deeksha has initiated a free 21-day
online bridge course which helps

students who have completed their
Class X to transition smoothly into
Science streams of PUC. The course
focuses on important concepts, prob-
lem-solving and formulae in the core
subjects of Math, Physics, Chemistry
and Biology.  

The course will have four hour class-
es for six days a week.  Post registration,
students will be given a login id and
password to the Impartus platform
where lectures are taught and uploaded
later for access, along with live doubt

clarification and homework.
“The PU syllabus is in-depth, and

students must have a strong hold over
core concepts which are taught in the
9th and 10th grades in order to make
the most of their PU years. The Bridge
Course has been designed to help stu-
dents become self-dependent, strength-
en their foundation and have more con-
trol over their learning. This course has
been developed entirely for the online
platform and is an opportunity for stu-
dents and teachers to adjust to the new
online teaching paradigm, before the
start of the semester,” said Dr Sridhar G,
founder, Deeksha. 

The 21 day online bridge course
starts from May 4.

����� 345�6478	

The FORE School of
Management has commit-

ted an amount of �10 lakh
towards the PM-CARES fund.
The institute’s decision has
come in the wake of the
COVID-19 pandemic outbreak
that is currently being fought
by the nation. 

The institute pledged this
support in this extraordinary
time and severe crisis. This is
in addition to the Corporate
Social Responsibility and phil-
anthropic activities FORE

undertakes regularly. 
Through this contribution

FORE expresses its solidarity
with the nation in its fight
against this unprecedented and
cataclysmic situation affecting
the wellbeing of the people of
India. It is good to see that even
while widening economic slow-
down, the B School is happily
lending the helping hand. 

The institute is playing a
key role in ensuring commu-
nity welfare through its engag-
ing, creative and resourceful
team in assuaging any life-
threatening crisis. 

Schools, educational institutes and
tuitions are closed for regular teach-

ing as a precautionary measure in
light of COVID-19 pandemic. Students
are at home, as are their parents.
Everyone is trying to make the best of
this period of lockdown. While parents
are trying to balance work-from-home
with family time, a challenge that most
parents are also facing is that of keep-
ing their school going children mean-
ingfully engaged and ensuring that their
studies do not suffer. Technology is play-
ing an important role here.

Online learning platforms are
ensuring that students can continue
with their classes from the safety of their
homes. Educators and Ed Tech solution
providers are joining hands to help tide
over this crisis. From providing platform
access to schools to conduct their own
live classes to organising free live class-
es for students of all grades — all solu-
tions are geared towards ensuring that
students can continue their learning. 

For most students across India,
April is typically the start of the new aca-
demic session. Particularly, for students
in Class X and XII who will be appear-
ing for their Board Exams in 2021,
attending classes online is the only way
they can continue to keep up with their

syllabus. Online classes are a saviour too
for all those students appearing for com-
petitive exams over the next few
months.  

Some of the highlights of a power-
ful online learning experience include:
� Live interactive classes with teach-
ers who are thoroughly trained and
experienced
� Comprehensive study content in the

form of videos and animations to
explain a concept
� Powerful assessments in the form of
a variety of tests and smart reports
� All India Test Series (for JEE/NEET
aspirants) that help benchmark their
performance against other aspirants
� An interactive 'classroom' experience
through the use of chat, in-class quizzes
and polls

� Forums and dedicated platforms for
immediate doubt resolution where stu-
dents can connect with their teachers
� The freedom and flexibility to access
these classes across devices - mobile,
tablet, laptop or desktop
� The option to continue learning at
your own pace  - recorded lectures,
video lessons and more.

Online learning does call for a
sense of discipline. For students to be
able to muster that, it is important that
they are encouraged to balance their
online studies with other activities for
leisure. While studying, remember to
take adequate breaks.  Needless to say,
a good diet and adequate rest and exer-
cise will go a long way to ensure that
students can make the most of their
online classes. 

Parents too can consider taking it
easy with their restrictions related to
screen times during this period. Let
them watch their favourite series or play
a game or two if they wish to. It is
indeed a difficult period for all and our
children too must be trying hard to
cope with this new reality in light of the
virus.  Thank God for technology and
the world wide web! 
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The Coronavirus outbreak is lead-
ing into a situation where public
health systems need to act deci-

sively and quickly to contain the
growth of the deadly virus in our coun-
try.

Clearly, the main emphasis is and
should be on containing and mitigat-
ing the disease itself. But we cannot
negate the economic slowdown it has
created with companies grappling to
understand and implement lessons
being learnt from this global pandem-
ic.

The entrepreneur/business owner
holds the key in such a critical situation;
as their clarity, approach and vision
towards understanding the market
scenario and their business will define
how the economy in India will emerge
from the current economic crisis.

Here are a few key learning which
should be applied by entrepreneurs dur-
ing such times:
� Keep yourself updated on an hourly
basis: Business events in such a situa-
tion are taking place at a shocking speed
and the picture changes very fre-
quently. Only few days ago, it looked
like the outbreak was mostly confined
to few cities but within a couple of days
the virus has entered every state of the
country. This is also critical if your busi-
ness has a pan-India presence.
Communicate with your team and
update date and vice versa every 6 hours
on data points, tweak in business
strategies etc.
� Employee communication: In such
scenarios, employees might likely get
exposed to conflicting information
and feel anxious or confused about the
best course of action. Make sure that

travel policies are clear in terms of
where employees can travel to, for what
reasons, what authorisations are
required and when the policy will be
reviewed. Also, adopting flexible work-
ing options such as remote work
become important. Lay clear guidelines
on how they will work and when they
will be reviewed. Communicate poli-
cies promptly, clearly and in a balanced
manner to all employees to get the same
effective outcome as it was there dur-
ing regular office hours.
� Self-learning: Learning is a contin-
uous process and shouldn’t stop at any
level. In fact the most successful peo-
ple in the world are the ones who make
a commitment to never stop learning.
Success often means nurturing the love
for learning and if you want to be suc-
cessful always try and learn something
new. A strong desire of learning new
things can help increase personal and
business productivity especially during
a situation like the corona virus out-

break where many places have been
locked down. In such a situation online
tutorials, web-based informational
courses and apps that offer assistance
with just a few taps is the best way to
enhance your learning.
� Reflect on what you’ve learnt:
Rather than breathing a sigh of relief
and returning to a normal routine when
the crisis subsides, efforts should be
made not to squander a valuable learn-
ing which you might have gained dur-
ing crisis situation. Documentation of
responses, events during COVID-19
should be made which can be reviewed
later. Rapidly evolving situations expose
existing organisational weaknesses,
like an inability to make hard decisions
or an excessive bias towards consensus
which constitute opportunities for
improvement.
� Prepare now for the next crisis:
Coronavirus is not a one-off challenge.
There is a high possibility to expect
additional phases to the current epi-

demic and additional epidemics in the
future. Your research on the effective-
ness of organisational responses to
dynamic crises indicates that there is
one variable which is most predictive
of eventual success — preparation and
pre-emption. Preparing for the next cri-
sis (or the next phase of the current cri-
sis) now is likely to be much more effec-
tive than ad hoc reactive decisions that
are taken when the crisis actually hits.

And finally, smart entrepreneurs
must also prepare themselves for a
changed world. We should expect that
the Coronavirus or any pandemic cri-
sis will change the businesses and
society in important ways. It is likely to
fuel certain areas such as online shop-
ping, e-education and public health
investments. Companies need to con-
sider the changes this crisis has made
in the way they operate, use that learn-
ing and reflect it in their strategic plans.
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Are you an entrepreneur? Does
working from home leave

you isolated or subject to distrac-
tions, in turn impacting your
productivity? Or you can’t afford
traditional private office space;
perhaps it is time to dig the con-
cept of coworking.

Even traditionalists have been
bidding the office goodbye in
favour of a work-from-anywhere
lifestyle. Where coworking has
become the digital age’ sage’s
answer to 50 years of the cubicle,
and the hype is only getting loud-
er.

Coworking spaces are now
more than just a hot trend, but due
to every facility which they offer,
they are likely to be around for
many years. So as an entrepreneur,
if you choose to work in a shared
office space, you can expect to
enjoy some of the following perks. 

Productivity boosting
setting: Coworking spaces have
been intricately designed to boost
creativity, productivity, and col-
laboration. Being part of a shared
environment allows individuals to
collaborate, get exposure to new
ideas, different ways of working
with a sense of togetherness. The
positivity that emanated from
those environments is what made
coworking such a unique, enrich-
ing, and charming experience.

The open space is a juxtapo-
sition of office settings as well as
a home environment that provides
flexibility to every worker. The
presence of strategically based
items like plants, design of chairs
as well as colours of the walls plays
an essential role that helps in
extracting great professional
results. 

Working and more:
Coworking spaces are becoming
not just a place to work, but also
a place to learn and grow. Many
shared workspaces conduct dif-
ferent activities like yoga classes,
meditation sessions, and social
mixers. 

Liberty to grow: Coworking
spaces are the best choice for all
kinds of corporate firms and
businesses. The flexibility of plug
& play and absence of lockdown
period offers liberty for every
occupant to enter and exit the
booked office as per their demand

and need. 
While one needs to think of

the future of their company’s size
in terms of members as they
acquire a traditional workspace,
such details are quite often uncon-
sidered when booking a cowork-
ing space. 

Attracting and retaining
talent: Finding work-life balance
is becoming more and more vital,
especially for the ever-progressive
millennial generation. The uplift-
ment of coworking spaces is
allowing the business owners to
have complete ownership of their
work schedules, and a greater
sense of autonomy over their
lives. They offer an option for
entrepreneurs to work where they
live, which helps to spur creativ-
ity, collaboration, and engagement
in their passions to create even
greater and more sustainable
growth.

From the freelance writer to
the software engineer, and to the
traveling mogul, coworking spaces
are rapidly becoming the entre-
preneur’s trend of the future. So,
after given benefits coworking
spaces offer, it is no surprise that
the shared working ecosystem is
growing exponentially with no
signs of slowing down anytime
soon.
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The COVID-19 outbreak
and the resultant uncer-

tainty has impacted schools
and educational institutes
across India. Rising to the
occasion, Indian Edtech
major Meritnation, a sub-
sidiary of test preparation
leader Aakash Educational
Services Limited (AESL), is
conducting special free live
classes for students during
the lockdown helping them
continue their studies.

Meritnation has

opened up its live classes
and entire range of study
resources for students of
Class VI to Class XII at no
cost, until the lockdown is
lifted. The premium study
resources provided by
Meritnation include:
� Videos, animations
explaining concepts
� Variety of tests and smart
reports that give students
valuable insights
� Access to a data bank of
over 40 lakh questions
answered by experts
� Supporting text and

downloadable Revision
Notes for easy reference
� Solutions for NCERT
and other textbooks

Meritnation is also con-
ducting Live Classes for
students appearing for
JEE/NEET, at no charge.
Additionally, more details
about the Free Live Classes
by Meritnation can be
viewed here — www.mer-
itnation.com/liveclass.

Pavan Chauhan,
Founder and CEO of
Meritnation believes that
the ability to adapt is impor-

tant for success. “Students
across India are coming
online to study in huge
numbers. The popularity of
our live classes with thou-
sands of students joining in
every day clearly shows
that students are increas-
ingly getting used to the
concept of online learning.
Meritnation will continue
to offer free live classes on
its platform till the lock-
down is called off, and will
be there to ensure that the
students get all the help to
study,” he says.
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The Indian School of

Hospitality is introduc-
ing new postgraduate diploma
in Ser vice Operations
Management, tailor-made for
both recent and working
graduates who wish to
become human resource,
marketing, customer service
managers in the services sec-
tor.

Duration: Six months of
on-campus teaching supple-
mented with online classes
and digital learning, followed
by five months of industry
immersion.

Eligibility:
Candidates should have

successfully completed their
Bachelor’s degree of a mini-
mum three or four-year dura-
tion with its  equivalent
(10+2+3 or 10+2+4). The
bachelor's or master's degree

should be from a university
which is recognised by the
UGC of India.

The candidate needs to
have a minimum of 55 per
cent aggregate at graduation
level.

Before applying, candi-
dates studying three-year
degree programme will have
needed to pass all subjects
from the first to fourth semes-
ter, while applicants who pur-
sued a four-year course
should have passed in all sub-
jects from the first to sixth
semester.

C e r t i f i c a t i o n :
Postgraduate Diploma in
Ser vice Operations in
Management.

How to apply: Log on to
https://ish.nopaperforms.com/.

Last date to apply: July
2020.
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The Institute of

Management Studies
(IMS) offered degree pro-
grammes affiliated to CCS
University Meerut invites
application for different
courses for its 2020 batch. 

IMS Noida offers under
graduate and post graduate
programmes in business man-
agement, law, mass commu-
nication, and information
technology.

How to apply: Applicants
seeking admission are
required to fill a separate
application form for the same.
Applicants can collect the
application form, from the
institute by paying �1,000 for
UG courses & �1,400/ for
PGDM programme. 

It can also be obtained by
post,  through online or
demand draft facility of
�1,050/- for UG courses &
�1,450/- for PGDM in favor of
IMS — NOIDA payable at
Noida/Delhi.

Admission process:

The applications for aca-
demic year 2020-21 is open to
applicants who have passed or
will appear for the qualifying
examinations under the high-
er secondary from any recog-
nised Board of Education
such as AISSCE/IB/ICSE, or
equivalents.

All eligible candidates will
have to undergo Entrance
Exam Campus at Noida which
comprises of a written test and
personal interview. 

All qualifying candidates
will be required to carry their
portfolio. 

Admission is based on
the marks obtained in quali-
fying examination and the
performance in written test
and personal interview.

Last date to apply: July,
2020.

How to apply: Log on to
h t t p : / / i m s n o i d a . c o m /
http://imsnoida.in. 

Or contact: 18001039383,
+ 9 1 - 9 9 1 1 5 0 0 0 0 0 / 0 1 2 0 -
4798800-02.



The use of the Internet and
other technologies in
imparting education has

exploded in the recent years.
With digitisation making its way
into the education sector, blend-
ed learning has found its space in
the classrooms, and is on its way
to become the new norm. 

Blended learning, also known
as hybrid learning, is nothing but
a union of online and face-to-face
instructions for better learning
outcomes. It is a combination of
classroom based learning and
web based content. Online
resources, together with in-person
instructions create a more per-
sonalised learning environment
for students. The prevalence of
digital and social media in our
lives has made blended learning
more of a necessity than an
upcoming trend. It is a flexible
concept that empowers both stu-
dents and facilitators, and should
be adapted in every school. 

Blended teaching method-
ologies offer students a wider per-
spective and an enhanced learn-
ing experience that goes beyond
what face-to-face or online modes

can do alone. In this article we will
explore what teachers are doing
to introduce online components
in their teaching practice, and
things to keep in mind for ensur-
ing the effectiveness of those
strategies for improved student
engagement. 

There are a few things to be
kept in mind while implementing
blended learning

There is no standard
approach to it: We need to decide
on how our blend looks like.
What all face-to-face compo-
nents are substituted with online
instructions widely varies
depending upon course instruc-
tional goals, teacher experience,
teaching style, learner character-
istics, developmental level, and
resources available online.

You need a good chunk of
time to switch to hybrid:
Redesigning a traditional course
into a hybrid one takes time -
sometimes up to 6 months. It
takes time and commitment to
merge the blended learning
processes in the existing courses
effectively and to achieve the
goals of the course with appro-

priate teaching methods. 
Just start small and keep it

simple: New learning technolo-
gies, for example podcasting,
internet-based audio and video
communication, e-portfolios,
web-annotation and social net-
working tools including blogs,
websites and wikis are creating
new blending potentials. Out of
these many possible learning
technologies available, teachers
need to choose wisely to come up
with their personalised blended
course.

Give students time to grasp
the hybrid concept: It is impor-
tant for teachers to communicate
their intentions behind the
approach at the onset of the aca-
demic term.

Students need to be made
aware of the technologies in use,
their responsibility for personal
learning as well as time manage-
ment requirements. 

Some of the key challenges of
teaching in a blended format
from the faculty perspective are
the time commitment, lack of
support for course redesign, dif-
ficulty in acquiring new teaching

and technology skills, and the risk
factors associated with this type
of course. Blended learning will
not fulfill its promise of improved
learning unless teachers are
encouraged to re-think and
redesign courses that offer stu-
dents varied and better learning
experiences than those offered by
either online or classroom teach-
ing alone. 

Despite all the above chal-
lenges, blended learning has
increased rapidly, driven by evi-
dence of its advantages over either
online or classroom teaching.
There is enough evidence to sug-
gest the enormous potential
blended learning has — all that is
required is the adequate profes-
sional development of the teach-
ers.

Opportunities need to be
provided to the teachers to incor-
porate online learning compo-
nents into their classrooms.
Institutions and teachers togeth-
er can make the most of the
opportunities presented by blend-
ed learning. 
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The world as we knew it has changed
forever and we did not even realise
it. It changed as if Thanos has

snapped his finger in order to restore bal-
ance. Very scary thought indeed. But look
at the positive side of it. We realised that
it is possible to be productive with a
Zoom/MS Team/Slack/G-Meet meeting
than a physical one. We realised that the
countless hours we spent travelling was
indeed not needed. We realised that it is
possible to teach our students sitting miles
away, be effective and engage with them.

Teachers world over have learnt a new
lesson that they are not the all and end
all of knowledge. They are facilitators in
the learning process of a student and
hence it is important for them to realise
their limitations. Teaching is not impor-
tant, making students learn is.

At a time when universities have
locked down and dorms are empty; at a
time when the whole world is fighting this
grim battle with a contagion called
COVID-19, higher education is at a point
of serious disruption. Universities have
not changed themselves since the first one
started in Bologna, Italy in 1088.

They had a similar model the world
over — a large campus, huge infrastruc-
ture, big lecture halls, a large pool of
research focused faculty, tenure track sys-
tem, large endowments for more build-
ings and labs and a talented student body
who was paying through their nose to get
expensive degrees. 

In all of this, one thing was missing,
actual research on how teaching-learning
is happening in the class room. Is it
teacher to learner, or is it peer-to-peer or
is it the internet in post Google world. 

Universities had started their online
ventures couple of decades ago but it
remained mostly for executive education
or short term certificate programmes. It
was blasphemous to even think of doing
away with large lecture theatres. MOOCS
by prestigious universities led the way to
slowly challenge this notion, with new
private players and experiments in the
west and in India becoming popular.
However, they still remained niche. 

Higher education in the post COVID
world is ready for a drastic change in the
way it had operated. Increasingly, with the
success of mass online teaching of all
kinds of courses, students will start

demanding more blended/online classes.
Hence cost structure will have to be
aligned with new forms of learning. 

Universities have to invest huge
amount of money in completely revamp-
ing their IT infrastructure to facilitate
online learning. Both synchronous and
asynchronous learning methods have to
be adopted by the teachers. Current plat-
forms are not meant for teaching; they are
good for conference calls and e-meetings.
Hence technology companies have to cre-
ate a complete different technological
platform which will enable mass teach-
ing from remote locations, enable atten-
dance, assignments, group discussions,
online proctored examinations and mul-
tiple other features which will mimic a
real class room.

Professors have to completely rethink
their courses and its pedagogy to suit the
new normal as they can’t teach an offline
course in an online mode without think-
ing through it. A lot of learning has to be
curated and not just converted into
online submission.

There would be huge learning curve
for faculty as students are more tuned
with the reality of connected world.
Professors like me have to completely
unlearn old ways and re-learn the new. 
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To recognise academic
achievement,
University of

Strathclydes  Dean's
International Excellence
Award offers international
students a merit based
scholarship towards the first
year of tuition fees of a full-
time Masters, EdD
Education or one year MRes
programme in the Faculty of
Humanities and Social
Sciences.

Number of scholar-
ships: 50

Value: Up to £4,000
Subject: Education,

English, History, Law,
Modern languages, Physical
activity for health, Politics,
Psychology, Social work and
social policy, Speech and
language therapy,
Journalism, Creative writing  

Eligibility: Candidates
must: Be available to com-
mence their academic stud-
ies in the UK by the start of
the academic year in
September/October 2020.

Have an offer of study
for a full time, postgraduate,
Humanities and Social
Sciences programme at the
university.

For more information:
https://www.strath.ac.uk/stud
ywithus/scholarships/human-
itiessocialsciences/deansinter-
nationalexcellenceaward-

postgraduatetaught/ or con-
tact hass-pg-

enquiries@strath.ac.uk
Application deadline:

May 31, 2020

Internshala has
announced free access to
trainings, its e-learning plat-
form, for academically
bright students from the
economically weaker sec-
tions. The scholarship aims
to encourage the student
community to continue
learning and help them beat
the odds of financial con-
straints. 

All the students current-
ly enrolled in a school or
college (including distance
education) with a history of
good academic performance,
i.e, with a score of 75 per
cent and above in Classes X
and XII and college and
whose annual family income
is less than �2.4 lakh would
be eligible for the scholar-
ship.

The students can learn
varied skills including pro-
gramming, data science,
business, design, creative
writing on Internshala
Trainings through its short
duration online training
programmes. 

Students can choose
from any one of the 19
online trainings

For more details visit:
bit.ly/Internshala-Scholarship

Application deadline:
The last date aply is May 15,
2020.
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The postponed Tokyo 2020
Olympics will have to be

cancelled if the coronavirus
pandemic isn’t brought under
control by next year, the organ-
ising committee’s president
warned, ruling out further
delays.

The comments, in an inter-
view with a Japanese sports
daily published on Tuesday,
come as medical experts doubt-
ed whether the pandemic can
be sufficiently contained by
next year to hold an event
drawing participants and spec-
tators from around the world.

The pandemic has already
forced a year-long delay of the
Games, which are now sched-

uled to open on July 23, 2021.
But Tokyo 2020 president

Yoshiro Mori was categorical
when asked by the Nikkan
Sports daily whether the Games
could be delayed until 2022 if
the pandemic remains a threat
next year, replying: “No.”

“In that case, it’s cancelled,”
Mori said.

Mori noted the Games had
been cancelled previously only
during wartime, and compared
the battle against coronavirus
to “fighting an invisible enemy”.

If the virus is successfully

contained, “we’ll hold the
Olympics in peace next sum-
mer”, he added. “Mankind is
betting on it.”

Masa Takaya, a Tokyo 2020
spokesman, declined to com-
ment on a possible cancellation
of the Games and told reporters
that Mori’s remarks were based
on “the chairman’s own
thoughts”.

But the comments will add
to growing questions about
the postponement, decided last
month after heavy pressure on
the organisers and the
International Olympic
Committee from athletes and
sports federations.

On Tuesday, the head of
Japan Medical Association
warned it would be “exceeding-

ly difficult” to hold the Games
next year if a vaccine has not
been found.

“I would not say that they
should not be held, but it
would be exceedingly diffi-
cult,” Yoshitake Yokokura told
reporters.

‘VERY PESSIMISTIC’
And last week a Japanese

medical expert who has criti-
cised the country’s response to
the coronavirus warned that he
was “very pessimistic” that the
postponed Olympics can be
held in 2021.

But Tokyo 2020 spokesman
Takaya countered that even
medical experts said it was too
early to make a judgement on
such a possibility.
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Tottenham became the latest Premier League club
to open their doors to players on Tuesday as part

of the “Project Restart” plan to finish the English top-
flight season.

The Premier League has been suspended since
March 13 but there is growing belief the campaign
can be concluded over the summer months.

Resuming matches on June 8 is reportedly
among the ideas set to be discussed when the Premier
League’s key stakeholders meet on Friday.

That would require full training to begin by May
18 and Premier League clubs are starting to work
towards that date by giving players the option of using
their training grounds.

Tottenham have followed Arsenal, West Ham and
Brighton in allowing players to use facilities for indi-
vidual sessions that conform to social-distancing
guidelines.

“No more than one player per pitch will be per-
mitted at any one time to undertake on-pitch exer-
cise, with only a restricted number of the squad com-
ing to the training centre each day,” a Tottenham state-
ment said.

“Each player will travel independently and arrive
at the facilities already dressed in training wear before
returning home immediately after they have conclud-

ed their session.”
After weeks of lockdown in

Britain, ministers believe the
return of football would boost
morale. Culture secretary Oliver
Dowden who is responsible for
sport, said he had been in talks
with the Premier League “with

a view to getting football up
and running as soon as pos-
sible” but stressed any
moves would have to be
consistent with public
health guidance.

The clubs remain
committed to ending the
2019/20 campaign and

there are compelling
financial and legal rea-
sons to play the

remaining 92 games.
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The Bundesliga could
return by “the middle

or end of May”, Germany’s
sports ministers have said,
as the league awaits the go-
ahead from Angela
Merkel’s government to
resume the season.

The sports ministers of
Germany’s 16 states met on
Monday and announced in
a statement that it is “jus-
tifiable” for the league to
resume “in empty stadi-
ums” from “the middle or
end of May”.

“The German Football
League must create and
enforce the strictest
hygienic and medical con-
ditions, and monitor them
with appropriate mea-
sures,” added the state-
ment.

German Chancellor
Merkel will meet state lead-
ers in Berlin on Thursday,
when it is hoped the
Bundesliga will get the
green light to resume.

All football in
Germany ground to a halt
in mid March due to the
coronavirus pandemic.

Last week, the
German Football League
(DFL) announced it is
ready to resume from May
9, albeit behind closed
doors with tight hygiene
measures and players test-
ed regularly.

A return in May
would make the
Bundesliga the first top
league in Europe to resume
as Germany cautiously
eases lockdown measures.

Key politicians, includ-
ing health minister Jens
Spahn, have backed the
league’s return plans.

������	��Badminton Association of
India  is ready to host the $400,000
India Open, an Olympic qualifier, in
December this year or January next
year, provided the Covid-19 pandem-
ic subsides and the Government gives
its approval.

The Badminton World Federation
(BWF) had last week sent a letter to
BAI, asking it for a slot to conduct the
BWF World Tour Super 500 tourna-
ment, which was suspended last month
along with the other Tokyo Games
qualifiers due to the virus outbreak. 

In reply, BAI has given BWF two
slots, saying it is ready to host the event
either in December or January, pend-
ing government approval, said Ajay K
Singhania, General Secretary, BAI.

“...We told them we are ready to
conduct the India Open in December
or January but it all depends on how
this global health crisis comes under
control and if we get the Government
approval,” Singhania said.

“We received the mail (from BWF)
last week, asking us if we can host the
event in September but gauging the
uncertainties around, we have given
December as first option and January
as the second alternate.

“But it depends on a lot of factors.
Right now, international travel is also
banned, so let’s see.”

The India Open Super 500 event
was scheduled to be held in New Delhi
from March 24 to 29.

Meanwhile, the Badminton World
Federation on Tuesday suspended the
US Open World Tour Super 300 tour-
nament to be held in June due to the
fast-spreading Covid-19 pandemic.

“The Badminton World Federation
(BWF) can confirm the suspension of
the YONEX US Open 2020 set to be
held 23-28 June in Fullerton,
California,” the BWF said in a release.

“This decision was made in close
consultation and consensus with USA
Badminton. PTI
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India on Tuesday lost the
hosting rights of the 2021

men’s world boxing c’ship to
Serbia after the International
Boxing association alleged non-
payment of host fee by the
national federation, which
claimed that AIBA “acted in
haste”.

The Boxing Federation of
India acknowledged the delay
but blamed it on “procedural
complications” arising out of
the AIBA’s failure to resolve
“issues” with regards to the
account in which the money
was to be transferred.

The payment of what is
estimated to be $4 million was
due to be made on December
2 last year.

“After New Delhi didn't
fulfill its obligations to pay
host fee as mentioned in the
Host City Agreement terms,
AIBA has terminated the con-
tract. Therefore, India would
have to pay a cancellation
penalty of $500,” the AIBA
said in a statement.

The elite competition,
which would have happened for
the first time in the country, will
now be held in the Serbian city
of Belgrade.

“Serbia has everything to
organize a great event for ath-
letes, coaches, officials, and, of
course, for our boxing fans,”
AIBA Interim President
Mohamed Moustahsane stated.

���� 345�6478	�

National badminton coach
Pullela Gopichand on

Tuesday said the current ath-
lete-centric model of funding
doesn’t benefit sport and there
is a need to look at supporting
a group rather than individu-
als to produce more champi-
ons.

“All present models are
athlete-centric, they don’t ben-
efit the sport as a whole. They
benefit individual athletes. We
should look at funding a group
rather than individual ath-
letes,” Gopichand made the
assertion while addressing a
special online session organised
by the Sports Authority of
India (SAI) for its newly-
appointed Assistant Directors.

“The structure should
throw up champions. The level
of competition should be so
high, that they become world-
class without them even know-

ing. The number 2 and num-
ber 3 should be constantly
pushing the number 1.”

Talking about the impor-
tance of coaches in the sport-
ing ecosystem, Gopichand said:
“You want people to be on-
field, you want them to work as
coaches ... (however) as time
goes by, a lot of people want to

become mentors and adminis-
trators and they don’t want to
continue coaching.

“As administrators I want
you to be aware, of who are
putting in the effort and who
are remotely managing.

“Most successful models
worldwide are coach-driven,
sports science and athlete-dri-

ven. People working on the
field should be the decision-
makers.”

Gopichand, who won the
2001 All-England C’ship title,
said rather than having grass-
root-level coaches, intermedi-
ate coaches and elite coaches as
part of a hierarchy, they should
all work parallelly.

He also said that it is
important that coaches are con-
stantly motivated so that they
don’t lose interest in their job.

Gopichand, who groomed
Saina Nehwal and P V Sindhu
to Olympic medals in 2012 and
2016, also emphasised on the
importance of having a strong
domestic competition structure
to create more winners.

“We need to find small
pockets where not only train-
ing is world-class but compe-
tition is also world-class.
Internal competition is what
will make people strive to get
better,” he said.
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One of the most awaited
part of this years Indian
Premier League (IPL),

which currently stands sus-
pended due to the coronavirus
outbreak, was the return of
Mahendra Singh Dhoni to the
cricket field. Dhoni last played
in the World Cup 2019 semi-
final against New Zealand and
since then has been on a sab-
batical. It was believed that
Dhoni’s performance in the IPL
would decide if he will be a part
of India’s WT20 squad. But
cricketer-turned-commentator
Aakash Chopra begs to differ.

The former India opener
said that he believes it’s a huge
misconception people had that
Dhoni’s comeback into the
Indian team would be based on
his performance in the IPL.

“It’s a huge misconception
that Dhoni’s comeback to the
Indian team was dependent on
his performance in the IPL,”
Chopra said.

“If that is how we will
view Dhoni as a player and his

career and what he has
achieved as a player, then I
think we are just knocking at
the wrong door because it’s not
right.”

Chopra feels that if Dhoni
wants to play for the Indian
team again and if the team
management also wants the
same, it will happen.

“See, if the team wants him
to play, all that will happen. But
if the IPL doesn’t take place this
year, the T20 World Cup does-
n’t happen this year, of course
he will be a year older and with
him out of the cricket for
more than 18 months, you can
assume that you might not see
him play again for India,” he
pointed.

The former India bats-
man, however, said that look-
ing at the present scenario,
organising the T20 World Cup
looks “difficult” in October-
November which in turn can
open a window for the 13th
IPL edition and the tourna-
ment can be held even behind
closed doors.

“It’s still a long shot

because we don’t know how the
world is going to operate. This
Covid-19 pandemic is a devel-
oping story. For a tournament
like the IPL, you have to ensure
players’ safety. It’s being con-
templated to have the IPL
behind closed doors and I
think it’s better to have the
tournament with empty stands
rather than not having the
tournament at all.

“To be honest, the T20
World Cup looks very, very dif-
ficult because Australia has
already put a travel ban till
September. The T20 World
Cup is slated to be played in
October. So, October-
November might just turn out
to be the window to open up
suddenly because moving the
entire world to one place and
then playing the tournament is
a lot tougher than playing, say
the IPL, in one country where
most of the players are Indians
and only a handful of players
have to fly in. From a com-
mentator and a cricket lover’s
point of view, I would want the
IPL to happen,” he added.
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Former India player VVS Laxman on
Tuesday conducted his first online ses-

sion for batsmen of Ranji Trophy runners-
up, Bengal, and to start with, he focussed
only on the mental aspect.

During his two separate 45-minute
sessions with Abhishek Raman and Kazi
Junaid Saifi, Laxman also had in attendance
Bengal coach Arun Lal, cricket operations
manager Joydeep Mukherjee, and state U-
23 coach Sourasish Lahiri.

Bengal opener Raman, who frittered
away a bright start last season, was given
lessons on how to deal with failures and
ways to regain confidence.

“We talked about our last season. What
were my mindset through the season. A
session with lot to learn from and how to

prepare the mindset during ups and
downs of the season,” Raman said in a
statement issued by the CAB.

Raman started the season with succes-
sive hundreds, against Kerala and Andhra,
but eventually aggregated 406 runs at 25.37
from 10 outings.

Laxman talked about how to control
the mind in order to avoid playing loose
shots, importance of batting in the first one
hour of play on bowling friendly pitches.

Rookie batsman Kazi, who made his
debut and went on to play two matches,
was told about how to ensure a seamless
transition from age-group to senior crick-
et. The CAB will continue with its online
classes with focus being on their top-order
batsmen, their biggest letdown in an oth-
erwise eventful season when they reached
their first Ranji Trophy final in 13 years.

���� ��	�� Former Australia
pacer Brett Lee believes batting
legend Sachin Tendulkar used to
play “cat and mouse” with leg-
endary spinner Shane Warne
during their playing days.

Speaking on Star Sports’
show Cricket Connected, Lee
said that Tendulkar was very
comfortable batting against
Warne and in fact on his days,
the Master Blaster just toyed
with the Australian leggie, which
was a rare sight.

“He (Sachin) used to
advance down the wicket a few
times & invited Warne to bowl
a fraction too short. Sometimes,
he would wait patiently on the
back foot and play those beau-
tiful shots,” said Lee.

“It was almost like he was
playing cat and mouse with
Warne and not many batsmen
can play cat and mouse with
Shane Warne because he’s so tal-
ented. But on days, Sachin
Tendulkar was toying with
Warne and that does not happen
often,” he added.

Tendulkar and Warne had
an epic duel whenever they
faced each other on the field.

Lee further revealed that
Warne hated the way Tendulkar
batted against him and would
express anger after being unable
to get the Indian batter out.

“The way Sachin used to
read bowlers out of their hand,
the different technique he used

to play different balls was pure
class.

“There were times when
Warne would try and get the tra-
jectory a bit different through
the air and sometimes, he would
try and get a few balls to drop.
Every time he would try the sub-
tle variations, there was only
Sachin who would pick them up.

“Warne would bamboozle
other batsmen around the world,
but Sachin would watch the
hand much better than most of
the other batsmen.

“Warne hated it, he would
come back and say that he tried
everything to get Sachin out, but
he couldn’t,” Lee said.

Tendulkar made his debut
against Pakistan at Karachi in
1989 as a 16-year old. The mas-
ter batsman went on to play 200
Tests for India, scoring 100 cen-
turies across Tests and ODIs. In
463 ODIs, Sachin scored 18,426
runs including 49 tons and in
Tests, he has 15,921 runs to his
name including 51 centuries.

“I was 22 years when I got
my first opportunity to play
against the Little Master,” Lee,
who played 76 Tests, 221 ODIs
and 25 T20Is for Australia, said
while recalling the first time he
played against Tendulkar.

“I nicked him off and I
thought I’m done. I didn’t care
about a Test match since I was
so happy to get Sachin
Tendulkar out,” he added. PNS
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Flamboyant West Indies
opener Chris Gayle has

called his former team-
mate Ramnaresh Sarwan
“worse than coronavirus”,
accusing the Guyanese of
plotting his exit from
Caribbean Premier League
outfit Jamaica Tallawahs.

The big-hitting Gayle,
who has since moved to St
Lucia Zouks, blamed
Sarwan for an alleged fall-
out with Tallawahs fran-
chise, which did not retain
him for the 2020 season
after playing for them as a
marquee player last year.

The opener claimed
that Sarwan was behind
his ouster as the former

middle-order batsman
wanted to take control of
the franchise.

“Sarwan, you are
worse than the coron-
avirus right now,” Gayle
said in a video uploaded
on his YouTube channel.

“What transpired with
the Tallawahs, you have a
big part to play because
you and the owner are like
this (very close). You were
the one at my last birthday
party here in Jamaica, giv-
ing big speech about how
far we have come.”

Sarwan is the assistant
coach of Jamaica
Tallawahs.

Continuing his ballis-
tic attack on his former
West Indies teammate,

Gayle went on, “Sarwan,
you are a snake. You are so
vindictive. You are so
immature. You still stab-
bing people in the back.

“When are you plan-
ning to change? Don’t even
consider seeing the
Universe Boss and saying
‘Yo Chris’ because I am
telling you this straight
up, that’s it.”

Gayle played his first
four CPL seasons with
Tallawahs before turning
out for St Kitts and Nevis
Patriots in the next two
seasons respectively.

He returned to
Tallawahs the previous sea-
son as a marquee player
before his alleged fall-out
with the franchise. 
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French professional sports
leagues including football

and rugby cannot restart before
September because of coron-
avirus restrictions, Prime
Minister Edouard Philippe said
on Tuesday.

Philippe made the
announcement as part of a
gradual plan to lift the lockdown
in France. He said no event
where more than 5,000 people
gather would be allowed
until at least September.

The news is also like-
ly to affect the Tour de
France, due to embark
from Nice on August 29
and where huge
crowds would be
expected to

gather at the start and finish
lines.

“The 2019-2020 profession-
al sports leagues, notably foot-
ball, cannot yet restart,” Philippe
told a televised address to French
parliament at the National
Assembly.

“I would like to be precise
here, no large sports gathering
or any gathering of 5,000 peo-
ple or more, needing the permis-
sion of the local police and long
prior arrangements, will be

allowed before September,”
Philippe said.

The announcement
appears to scupper the
plans of French football's
top division Ligue 1 to
start again in June with

players being recalled
as of May 11.
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���� ��	�� Out-of-favour
India cricketer Suresh Raina
has jumped into the defense of
Rishabh Pant, stating that
when the young wicket-keep-
er-batsman is on song, he
could be as dominant as
Virender Sehwag and Yuvraj
Singh.

Raina feels Pant can go on
to become a top cricketer for
the country as he possesses all
the natural talent that a crick-
eter should.

“He is a top cricketer,
when he plays well, you
become happy and he reminds
of Yuvraj and Sehwag, he is as
dominant as them, when he
plays the flick, it reminds you
of Dravid as well,” Raina said
during a Live video session
with Yuzvendra Chahal.

Before cricket was
stopped due to coronavirus,
Pant had lost his place in the
team in white-ball cricket to
KL Rahul. IANS
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