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In its biggest spike till date,
India over the past 24 hours

till Wednesday night recorded
386 new cases of coronavirus
taking the tally to 2,012 with
the Government blaming the
spurt in cases on the travel by
members of Tablighi Jamaat
and asserted that it was not a
national trend.

“The number of positive
cases has gone up since
Tuesday. One of main reasons
for it is travel by members of
Tablighi. This is not a nation-
al trend,” said Lav Agarwal,
Joint Secretary in the Union
Ministry of Health.

According to Ministry’s
website, the total number of
active COVID-19 cases
reached 1,637 in India by
Wednesday noon, whereas the
death toll has risen to 42 from
32 recorded on Tuesday. 

Globally, the death toll due
to novel coronavirus in the US
has reached 3,400, surpassing
China. The global death rate
has reached past the 44,000-
mark while around 9 lakh are
infected by COVID-19 across
nearly 170 countries.

Dr R Gangakhedkar, sci-
entist from ICMR, said so far,
47,951 tests for COVID-19
conducted in country out of
which 4,562 tests done at
ICMR network labs on
Tuesday. On a query, he said
Hydroxychloroquine is not to
be used on every person. 

“This is not for everybody.
It is just a demonstration study
for doctors and their contacts

of lab confirmed cases care-
givers and data will be analysed
which will tell if we can rec-
ommend or not the drug to the
people who come in their con-
tacts,” he said.

Agarwal said 74 flights
operated till date under Lifeline
Udan for transporting medical
cargo across the country. So far
over 22 tonnes cargo was trans-
ported on March 31, he said.

Following the Supreme
Court directives, the Health
Ministry on Wednesday called
for providing a social protec-
tion to migrant workers, saying
they are prone to social, psy-
chological and emotional trau-
ma in lockdown situations.

Immediate concerns faced
by such migrant workers relate
to food, shelter, healthcare,
fear of getting infected or
spreading the infection, loss of
wages, concerns about the fam-
ily, anxiety and fear.

“Sometimes, they also face
harassment and negative reac-
tions of the local community.
All this calls for strong social
protection,” the Ministry said in
a document.

It further said migrant
workers faced the situation of
spending a few days in tempo-
rary shelters, which may be
quarantine centres, while try-
ing to reach to their native
places, are filled with anxieties

and fears stemming from var-
ious concerns, and are in need
of psycho-social support.

Meanwhile, several State
Governments have  continued
the difficult task of tracking the
movements  of Tablighi atten-
dees in the Delhi conference,
including foreigners and their
“human contacts” as more
Jamaat delegates who transited
through Jamaat Markaz (cen-
tre) in Nizamuddin East were
quarantined in Telangana,
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu
and Maharashtra while 140 of
delegates were reported
untraceable in Hyderabad.

Over 250 foreign nationals
have been quarantined or

admitted to isolation wards in
various States in the country
following the disclosure that
they had attended the Tablighi
conference. A total of 16 States
have been searching for
Tablighi members.

According reports, at least
200 from Karnataka, 140 from
Andhra Pradesh and 45 from
Telangana  have been identi-
fied.  The total number of
those who attended the con-
ference varies from State to
State with Maharashtra listing
185 and  Karnataka  estimating
342 to have participated in the
meeting.

With the Tabligh incident
spiking the coronavirus num-
bers in the country, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi spoke
to Maharashtra Chief Minister
and asked the  State to trace out
the missing Jamaat members
who attended the Delhi con-
ference. The State DGP held a
Press conference to give his
account on the issue.

The aim of the search for
Tabligh attendees is to  prevent
them from inadvertently cre-
ating new clusters of infection
across the country. The mag-
nitude of the task is immense:
Three southern states — Tamil
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and
Karnataka — were trying to
track at least 2,500 people,
many of who had tested posi-
tive for coronavirus.

In Kashmir 855 people (at
least 167 attendees and people
in contact with them) were
being traced, only nine had
been found. 

Continued on Page 2
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Even as the authorities have
cleared Tablighi’s

Nizamuddin headquarters and
evacuated 2,361 people in 36
hours till Wednesday evening,
Nizamuddin Markaz cleric
Maulana Saad has been
untraceable since March 28
after he was served a notice by
the Delhi Police.

“Police teams are raiding
several places across the west-
ern Uttar Pradesh and Mewat
region in Haryana to nab Saad,”
said a senior police official.  

Police have also recovered
an audio clip in which Saad can
be heard saying there is no bet-
ter place to die than in a
mosque. The audio clip is
believed to be of March 18.
“Leaving mosques would bring
no good. Do not leave mosques
even if trusted doctors ask you

to,” said Saad in the audio clip.
On Tuesday, a First

Information Report (FIR) was
filed against seven people,
including Saad, Zeeshan, Mufti
Shehzad, M Saifi, Younus,
Mohammed Salman and
Mohammed Ashraf.

The police have registered
the FIR under sections of the
Epidemic Disease Act and
other sections of the IPC, for
not following Government
orders on the management of
the Markaz in relation to a
social, political or religious
gathering and thus endanger-
ing the lives of the people.

Meanwhile, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Wednesday said authorities are
tracking mobile phones of peo-
ple under quarantine to check
their movement.

Tablighis, including for-
eigners from Malaysia,
Indonesia, Thailand, Nepal,
Myanmar, Kyrgyzstan, Saudi
Arabia, Afghanistan, Algeria,
Djibouti, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, England, Fiji,
France and Kuwait, had assem-
bled at Nizamuddin Markaz,
which is among the major
COVID-19 hotspots in the
country, to participate in reli-

gious congregation from March
1 to 18. 

Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia said
the premises have been vacat-
ed after a 36-hour effort by the
concerned agencies. 

“The staff of health,
administration, police and
Delhi Transport Corporation
(DTC) worked together in this
36-hour operation, putting
their lives at risk. Hats off to all
of them,” Sisodia said in a
tweet. The total number of
coronavirus cases in Delhi
climbed to 152 on Wednesday.

Sisodia further said a list
has been prepared in which the
phone number and other
details of these people were
noted and handed over to the
Delhi Police cyber cell for fur-
ther action.

Continued on Page 2
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Already busy tackling the
Covid-19 cases, doctors

across the country are finding
themselves hard-pressed with
spurt in number of patients
reporting alcohol withdrawal
symptom because of non avail-
ability of “booze” due to the
ongoing lockdown.

Doctors from country’s
premier health institute AIIMS
said that people with alcohol
withdrawal related problems
are coming at their emergency
department as OPDs are
closed. “When they are
deprived of alcohol or sub-
stance they are so depended
upon they will face varying
degree of health related issues.
Usually, heavy drinkers need
proper counseling and med-
ication,” said Dr Atul Ambekar,
Professor of Psychiatric at
National Drug Dependence
Treatment Centre of AIIMS..

Superintendent Dr Uma
Shankar from Mental Health
Hospital in Erragadda,
Hyderabad, said that a as many
as 100 persons with withdraw-

al symptoms visited the out-
patient ward on Monday. She
said many of them were treat-
ed as outpatients and a few
were admitted for constant
observation.

According to the doctors,
there would be four to five alco-
holics among an average 30
outpatients on any normal day.
However, the number sudden-
ly increased manifold since
Saturday. At least three cases of
suicide were reported from
the State after the lockdown

was announced last week.
Dr Smita Deshpanday,

Professor of Psychiatrist from
Delhi-based RML Hospital said
that such tipplers develop seri-
ous problems like alcohol with-
drawal fits, hallucinations and
depression. However, all
patients do not require hospi-
talisation. They need proper
guidance, good food and reg-
ular intake of healthy fluids. “In
fact this is the golden chance
for the Government to treat
their heavy dependence on

alcohol and tobacco as such
products weaken their lung
systems,” she added.

Indian medical Association
Kerala president Dr Abraham
Varghese echoed similar views
stating that those showing
withdrawal symptoms should
be provided scientific treat-
ment, which can be given at
homes or in hospitals. “They
need treatment. Giving them
booze is not a solution,” he said.

Liquor is out of bound
across the country except
Kerala and Meghalaya, which
recently allowed the sale of
liquor with a medical testimo-
nial from a qualified doctor due
to rising cases of suicide. .

Their decisions have drawn
flak from the Indian Medical
Association which feels that it
would only encourage others to
fake their health conditions.
Interestingly, there are various
global studies that say that
alcohol withdrawal never
results into a suicide unless the
person is suffering from other
mental health issues such as
depression.

Continued on Page 2
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Anew study shows that cur-
rent physical distancing

guidelines provided by the
World Health Organisation
(WHO) and by the US Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) may not
safeguard you against coron-
avirus infection. A research,
published in the Journal of the
American Medical Association
warned that the gas cloud from
a cough or sneeze may help
virus particles travel up to 8
metres.

The existing guidelines
issued by the WHO and CDC
are based on outdated models
from the 1930s of how gas
clouds from a cough, sneeze, or
exhalation spread. Study
author, MIT associate professor
Lydia Bourouiba, however,
thinks otherwise as she says

that exhalations cause gaseous
clouds to travel up to 27 feet
(8.2 metres).

The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, a spe-
cialised US health agency, and
the World Health Organization

(WHO) has called for six and
three feet (0.9 m and 1.8 m) of
space for maintaining social
distancing to keep at a bay the
droplets of coronavirus causing
deadly Covid-19.

Continued on Page 2
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The Centre has ordered
changes in the domicile

status rules for Government
jobs in the Union Territory of
Jammu & Kashmir and also
amended 109 erstwhile State
Acts and repealed 29 Acts,
drawing flak from the political
parties of the Union Territory.

According to the notifica-
tion, anyone who has resided in
J&K for 15 years or has stud-
ied in the State for seven years,
and appeared in either the
Class 10/12 examination, will
be eligible for domicile certifi-
cates. This would allow them to
apply for gazetted and non-
gazetted Government jobs. The
new rules also state that

migrants registered by the
Relief and Rehabilitation
Commissioner need not fulfil
the amended requirements.

According to the new rules,

children of officials with the
Central Government, all India
services, public sector under-
takings, public sector banks,
statutory bodies, Central uni-

versities and recognised
research institutes of the
Central Government who have
served in J&K for 10 years will
also be eligible to apply for

gazetted and non-gazetted
Government jobs in the UT.
The drastic changes were
implemented through the J&K
Reorganisation (Adaptation of
State Laws) Order, 2020, issued
late Tuesday by the Centre.

As per the earlier rules,
only J&K residents were eligi-
ble to apply for jobs or own
immovable property in the
erstwhile State. The Union
Government’s new decision
comes amid apprehension in
the UT that there would be a
demographic change in J&K
following the scrapping of
Article 370, which guaranteed
State subjects the right to jobs,
owning property and legislat-
ing laws. It also comes at a time
when J&K, along with the rest
of the country, continues to be
under a lockdown in the wake
of the Covid-19 outbreak.

The latest MHA order also
defines domicile as an admin-
istrative category rather than
identity-based residency. 

Continued on Page 2
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With Nizamuddin proving
to be a coronavirus

hotspot, the number of novel
Covid-19 cases in Delhi
climbed to 152, including two
resident doctors of the Centre-
run Safdarjung Hospital, on
Wednesday after 32 new infec-
tions were reported in the past
24 hours till Wednesday
evening. 

These 152 cases include 53
people who took part in a
Tablighi congregation at

Nizamuddin in South Delhi.
One of the doctors, who is

part of the team treating coro-
navirus patients at Safdarjung
hospital, is believed to have
contracted the disease during
the course of duty, official said.

“All the doctors and staff
who had come in contact with
them (the infected doctors)
have been tested. So far, none
of the contacts has tested pos-
itive for coronavirus infection,”
hospital sources said, adding all
of them have been asked to
monitor their health.
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To ensure that not even a
single citizen sleeps hun-

gry in Delhi, when lakhs of
daily wagers have become
unemployed, the Delhi
Government on Wednesday
announced that those without
ration cards will also be given
food ration if they apply online
through E-district portal.

However, some criticised
the requirement to apply
online when they can’t even
afford food for themselves 

Continued on Page 2
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on

Wednesday registered a case in
connection with the recent ter-
ror attack at a Gurudwara in
Kabul, Afghanistan. The case
has been registered under
Indian Penal Code Sections
relating to criminal conspiracy
and waging war against the
Government of any Asiatic
power in alliance or at peace
with Government of India
besides relevant sections of the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act. 

This is the first case of its
kind which NIA has registered
as the recent amendments in
NIA Act have empowered NIA
to investigate terror cases which
are committed at any place
outside India against the Indian
cCitizens or affecting the inter-

est of India. 
On March 25, unknown

gunmen had stormed into a
Gurudwara in Shor Bazar area
in Kabul Afghanistan and fired
indiscriminately killing 27
devotees and injuring several
others. About 150 persons were
inside the Gurudwara when the
attack took place. An Indian cit-
izen Tian Singh, resident of S-
364 Greater Kailash Part-1,
New Delhi was also killed in the
attack, the agency said in a
statement. 

Proscribed terrorist organ-
isation, Islamic State Khorasan
Province (ISKP) had claimed
the responsibility for this terror
attack. As per the preliminary
investigation, one Muhsin from
Trikkaripur, Kasargod, Kerala
and others who had joined
ISKP, are suspected to have
been involved in the said ter-
rorist attack, the agency added.
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Wednesday said there is
enough stock of essential items
and groceries if people do not
resort to panic buying, while
some organised players put
caps on items that a consumer
can purchase during the lock-
down.

Future Group and V-Mart
have put in place systems to
prevent panic buying at their
neighbourhood grocery stores.

“Availability was not the
issue but supply chain was
impacted (due to the lock-
down). The government has
got into the picture and they are
enabling the supply chain to
happen,” Retailers Association
of India CEO Kumar
Rajagopalan told PTI.

He further said,”The sup-
plies are actually getting regu-
larised with the government
helping. If people do not do
panic buying, there is enough

stock and there is no problem.”
When contacted, Spencer’’s

Retail Managing Director
Devendra Chawla said, “We are
well stocked for now on essen-
tials. However, we are in touch
with brand manufacturers so
that supply chain for next few
weeks is in place. It could
mean smaller batch sizes or
relaxing some manufacturing
efficiencies for some time to
tide over current supply con-
straints.”

V-Mart, which operates
mainly in tier-II and -III cities,
said it has not faced supply
issues but has put in place
restrictions on how much can
a consumer buy.

“We are currently operat-
ing around 25 stores in the
lockdown, which are mainly in
states such as UP and Bihar.
Though we have supply, we
have put restrictions over the
quantity of purchase,” V-Mart
Retail Chairman and Managing
Director Lalit Agarwal said.

The company has capped
purchases on several items.
For instance, a customer can

buy only 20 kg rice, 10 kg atta,
4 kg pulses, 12 packets of bis-
cuits of a single type and noo-
dles, and 5 Kg sugar.

Future Group too has put
several restrictions at its neigh-
borhood food and grocery
store chain Easyday Club.

As per the restrictions, a
person can not buy more than
two packets of 10kg atta, five
pieces of 100 gm butter, two
packets of ghee (1 kg), 5 litres
of mustard and soya oil, 10 kg
of sugar and not more than 5
kg of rice and pulses.

However, the company has
not put any such restrictions at
its big format Big Bazaar stores,
where it is dispensing only
essential items following the
government’’s decision to
impose a lockdown to contain
the Covid-19 pandemic.

FMCG players like HUL,
ITC, Dabur India, Parle
Products, GCPL and Jyothi
Labs have flagged availability
of workers at factories and
trucks for transportation as the
biggest challenges for their
supply chain. PTI
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Press Information Bureau
(PIB) on Wednesday high-
lighted the Supreme Court's
directive to the media to main-
tain a strong sense of respon-
sibility while reporting on
issues pertaining to the
COVID-19 pandemic and
ensure that unverified news
capable of causing panic is not
disseminated.

In a statement, the PIB
said the Supreme Court has
noted that the migration of a
large number of labourers
working in the cities was trig-
gered by panic created by fake
news that the lockdown would
continue for more than three
months.

The court observed that it
was not possible for it to over-
look the menace of fake news
by electronic, print or social
media because the panic-dri-
ven migration has caused suf-
fering to those who acted on
such news, causing some to
lose their lives, said the state-

ment by the PIB which is
under the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting.

The Supreme Court has
directed the media, including
print, electronic and social
media, to maintain a strong
sense of responsibility and
ensure that unverified news
capable of causing panic is not
disseminated, it said.

The top court has said in
its order that it does not intend
to interfere with free discus-
sion about the pandemic, but
at the same time has directed
that the media refer to and
publish the official version of
the developments, the PIB
statement stressed.

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday directed that to check
fake news, a daily bulletin
system with regard to the
COVID-19 pandemic be made
active within 24 hours by the
government through all media
avenues, including social
media and forums, to clear
people's doubts.  PTI
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The Supreme Court
Wednesday sought

response from the Centre on a
plea seeking directions for pro-
viding WHO graded protective
gear to doctors, nurses and
medical staff who are treating
coronavirus patients across the
country.

A bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and MR Shah,
which heard the matter
through video-conferencing,
asked Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta to look into the plea
filed by a Nagpur-based doctor
and file response on it by next
week.

The plea has claimed that
in the absence of appropriate
protective gear, doctors and
other medical staff are putting

themselves at risk of being
affected by the virus, also called
COVID-19, and it is the duty
of the state to ensure that they
get all the required kit while
treating patients.

It said the Centre should
ensure that World Health
Organization (WHO) graded
protective gear, including haz-
mat suits, personal protective
equipment (PPE), starch appar-
els, medical masks, goggles,
face shield, respirators and
head covers, is made available
to all health workers like doc-
tors, nurses, ward boys, med-
ical and para-medical profes-
sionals who are attending
COVID-19 patients.

Jerryl Banait, the petition-
er who is a doctor, has also
sought a direction to the states
to set up COVID-19 special

screening centres in smaller
towns and other cities and to
take immediate steps to ensure
effective implementation of
health ministry's January 25
guidelines which prescribe pro-
cedures and practices to be
adopted for infection preven-
tion and control.

The plea has also sought a
direction to the authorities to
take necessary steps to ensure
adherence to the guidelines
issued by the WHO and the
health ministry on rational
use of PPE for COVID-19.

It also said that doctors
and other para-medical pro-
fessionals should be provided
facilities including food, sep-
arate transportation and
accommodation or isolation
rooms to protect exposure of
their families. PTI
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New Delhi: Some of the 160-
odd Tablighi Jamaat attendees
quarantined at a railway facil-
ity in southeast Delhi “misbe-
haved” with and “even spit” at
doctors and healthcare per-
sonnel attending to them, a
railway spokesperson said on
Wednesday.

A total of 167 attendees
were taken to the makeshift
quarantine centres set up on
the railway property in
Tughlakabad on Tuesday
evening after being evacuated
from the Nizamuddin Markaz,
the Tablighi Jamaat headquar-
ters in south Delhi which has
emerged as a COVID-19
hotspot.

After the attendees were
accommodated in the facility,
residents of the railway colony
raised concerns over their safe-
ty and said they feared about

spread of the deadly virus,
prompting senior officials to
request local authorities for
necessary action, sources said.

“At the quarantine centres,
they (attendees) misbehaved
with the staff and even raised
objections over the food being
served to them... They even
spit at the doctors and those
attending to them and refused
to stop roaming around the
quarantine facilities,” Northern

Railway spokesperson Deepak
Kumar said.

"We informed the DM
(district magistrate of) South
East Delhi to arrange neces-
sary security to control them
or to shift them to any other
suitable place. At 5:30 pm, four
Delhi Police constables and six
CRPF jawans along with a
PCR van have been deployed
at the quarantine centres,"
Kumar said.

Ninety-seven of the atten-
dees were accommodated in
the Diesel Shed Training
School Hostel Quarantine
Centre and 70 were kept at the
RPF Barrack Quarantine
Centre by the district 
authorities.

Residents alleged that the
colony was not sanitized even
24 hours after the people were
quarantined there. Fearing

spread of the virus, the resi-
dents remained indoors and
could not even go out to pro-
cure essentials. 

"While standing near the
bus, many of the people
coughed, sneezed and even
spit on the road. How are we to
feel safe?" a resident told PTI.

Sources say that senior
officials of the railways have
already spoken to the district
authorities on the issue. 

"The railways has
informed the relevant author-
ities and steps are being taken
to ensure their safety," one of
the sources said.

Tabligh-e-Jamaat's Markaz
in Nizamuddin West has
emerged as an epicentre for
spread of the coronavirus in
different parts of the country
after thousands of people took
part in a congregation from

March 1-15.
Six people who died in

Telangana and one in Jammu
and Kashmir had attended the
congregation. In Delhi alone,
24 participants tested positive
for the disease. By Wednesday
morning, a total of 2,346 per-
sons were evacuated from the
centre, of whom 536 were hos-
pitalised, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said.

After the matter came to
light, the Centre and state gov-
ernments swung into action to
trace people who had attend-
ed the congregation. 

The railways helped in
tracing people who came in
contact with the participants,
many of whom took trains
bound for southern India from
Delhi. As many as five trains
and thousands of people are
now under the scanner. PTI
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Apolice unit distributed over
1,000 food packets in var-

ious areas of Delhi to help peo-
ple amid the lockdown over the
coronavirus pandemic, offi-
cials said on Wednesday.

The Delhi Police First
Battalion arranged 1,422 food
packets for distribution in var-
ious localities.

"The packets contained
rice, pulses and table salt. Out
of these, 400 food packets were
distributed in Tilak Nagar,
Mundka, Rampura,
Karampura, Mohan Garden,
Nangli and Najafgarh areas,"
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (First Battalion) Rakesh
Bansal said.

Another 472 packets were
distributed at Naraina, Karol
Bagh, Samaypur Badli,
Swaroop Nagar, Chhatarpur,
Narela, Paharganj, Todapur,
Kapas Hera and Sadar Bazar
areas. PTI
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From Page 1
“The police will trace their movements’

history. With the help of their mobile phones
details, police can easily find out that how
many people have come to their contact and
police can easily find out their whereabouts,”
said Sisodia.

He appealed to the people, who came to
Nizamuddin West to participate in the Markaz
in March to contact administration without
any further delay and surrender to the local
medical facilities immediately so that they can
go through a proper medical checkup.

“I request all people who came here for
Markaz to corporate with the police and local
administration. If you will create any trouble
for local police and administration and not vol-
untary disclose about you and later if it
emerged that you are infected and hiding your
diseases, then a strict action will be taken
against you,” said Sisodai.

From Page 1
Kerala has seen nine deaths

including suicides not due to the
infection but because of the non-
availability of alcohol. In
Karnataka too, reports of addict-
ed people along with alcohol
consumption issues were
brought to them by their fami-
ly members were brought to the
notice of the Government.

Alcohol is among the lead-
ing causes of preventable death
worldwide, with 3 million deaths
per year attributable to alcohol.

According to a report pub-
lished in The Lancet last year,
Indians are drinking more than
ever before, with the annual per
capita alcohol consumption
going up by 38 per cent in
seven years to 5.9 litres (ltr) in
2017, up from 4.3 ltr in 2010.
The study on harmful alcohol
use in 189 countries said that

globally, alcohol intake
increased from 5.9 ltr per adult
per year in 1990, to 6.5 ltr in
2017, and the total volume of
alcohol consumed per year
went up by 70 per cent - from
20,999 million ltr in 1990 to
35,676 million ltr in 2017.

If current trends continue,
the world will not meet the
WHO’s target of reducing
harmful use of alcohol by 10
per cent by 2025. “To achieve
global targets to reduce harm-
ful alcohol use, the authors call
for effective policy measures
such as the WHO best-buys,
including increasing taxation,
restricting availability, and ban-
ning alcohol marketing and
advertising, to be introduced
globally, especially in rapidly
developing countries with
growing rates of alcohol use,”
said the report.

From Page 1
In the gazette notification issued

by the Ministry of Home Affairs,
classified as extraordinary, the
Centre has repealed the J&K Civil
Services (special provisions) Act.

It has also introduced changes
in Sections 3, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 13 of the
J&K Civil Services (decentralisation
and recruitment) Act, 2010. The Act
is among 109 laws of the erstwhile
State that have been amended
through Tuesday’s order that also
repeals 29 other laws. While Section
5A now states that no person shall
be eligible for appointment to a post
carrying a pay scale for not more
than Level 4 “unless he is a domi-
cile of UT of J&K”, in Sections 6, 7
and 8 the words “permanent resi-
dent of the State” have been substi-
tuted with “Domicile of Union
Territory of Jammu & Kashmir”.

These sections of the J&K Civil
Services Act, 2010, dealt with
appointments at district, division-
al and State levels.

The Section 13 of J&K Civil
Services Act, 2010, which has been
omitted completely, defined resi-
dence in the erstwhile State of
Jammu & Kashmir. The new rules
have also been extended to children
of those who fulfil the above men-
tioned criteria even if they do not
live in J&K.

Political parties in the Valley
termed the Centre’s new rule as
adding insult to injury of the peo-
ple as the rule lacked the promised
protections. The National
Conference termed the new rules as
hollow and the People’s Democratic
Party (PDP) said the rules will give
rise to massive problems for resi-
dents of J&K.

“Talk about suspect timing. At
a time when all our efforts & atten-
tion should be focused on the
#COVID outbreak the Government
slips in a new domicile law for J&K.
Insult is heaped on injury when we
see the law offers none of the pro-
tections that had been promised,”
National Conference leader Omar
Abdullah said in a series of tweets.
The former Chief Minister who just
released from detention said the
new law was so hollow that even
politicians with “Delhi’s blessings”
were forced to criticise it.

“You can imagine how hollow
the domicile law is from the fact that
even the new party created with
Delhi’s blessings, whose leaders
were lobbying in Delhi for this law,
have been forced to criticise the
#JKdomicilelaw,” he added. Omar
was apparently referring to the
criticism of the domicile law by
Jammu & Kashmir Apni Party
founder Altaf Bukhari.

Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) said the rules will give rise to
massive problems for residents of
J&K.

“The domicile law as it appears
is not only trying to shake the
boundaries of an already existing
State, but it is also trying to give rise
to massive problems for residents of
J&K,” tweeted the PDP.

The party said the Centre’s
“manipulation of the law” would
only further alienate the people.

“As the GOI (Government of
India) tries to manipulate a law that
provides guarantees to Kashmiris,
it is only further alienating people,
by depriving them of their consti-
tutional rights. When GOI impos-
es orders that relegate elected
Kashmiri leaders to nothingness,
GOI shows how it doesn’t want local
Kashmiris to govern the land they
fought for,” the PDP said.

Jammu & Kashmir People’s
Conference (JKPC) led by Sajad
Gani Lone said the Presidential
order defining the domicile law
issued at the depth of night while
the world is under the grip of a
deadly pandemic, falls way short of
expectations even for those who
expected some relief and some rec-
onciliation process.
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From Page 1
In Tamil Nadu, the State

was tracking at least 1,500 peo-
ple, 300 of whom were still
untraceable as of Tuesday
night.

Nearly 300 people from
across Karnataka attended the
congregation, State Home
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
said on Tuesday, creating a
“dangerous situation”. Only 26
of the delegates (all from Bidar)
have been traced. The
Tumakuru preacher who
attended the meet is learned to
have had direct contact with at
least 82 people, including 45
family members. The 26 dele-
gates who were traced all test-
ed negative, State Health
Minister B Sreeramulu tweeted.

In UP, police in 18 districts
had tracked down 128 of the
157 people from the State
who had attended the congre-
gation. While 120 were found
quarantined in Delhi, eight
were traced to their native vil-

lages and cities and have been
quarantined at home. A search
is on for the remaining 29. The
police also traced 95 others
who had attended Jamaat
event and were not on the list
of 157 from UP shared by the
Delhi Police.

A total of 185 people from
Maharashtra had attended the
congregation, officials said.
Maharashtra Minority
Development Minister Nawab
Malik, however, said he had
learned “from the media” that
109 people from his State had
attended the meet. 

“I have asked officials to
find out how many actually
attended it. We are also talk-
ing to members of the Tablighi
Jamaat to find out,” he said.
The Ahmednagar district
administration later said it
had found 35 returnees, most-
ly foreign nationals.

At least 20 villages across
Bandipora, Pulwama, Shopian
and Budgam in J&K have
been identified as red zones
and the administration has
prepared a 50-page list of peo-
ple from the UT who either
attended the event at the
Tablighi Jamaat Markaz or

had been on contact with
attendees.

A total of 1,548 people
have been evacuated from the
Nizamudddin Markaz. Of this,
441 have been hospitalised
because they exhibited symp-
toms while the remaining
1,107 people have been quar-
antined. Of those hospitalised,
24 have already tested positive
for Covid-19 and, given the
symptoms and history of
direct contact with positive
cases, doctors said there was a
high likelihood of many oth-
ers testing positive.

Tamil Nadu Health
Secretary Beela Rajesh
announced that by Tuesday at
least 67 of the Tablighi Jamaat
cluster had tested positive,
taking Tamil Nadu’s positive
cases to 124, the third highest
after Maharashtra and Kerala;
50 of these infections were
recorded on Tuesday. 

The TN Government also
admitted that at least 300 of
the 1,500 delegates from the
State were untraceable. Chief
Minister Edappadi K
Palaniswami appealed to peo-
ple to come forward for
screening.
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In a Journal of the
American Medical Association
article published last week,
Lydia said peak exhalation
speeds can reach 33 to 100 feet
per second (36 km/h and 110
km/h) and "currently used sur-
gical and N95 masks are not
tested for these potential char-
acteristics of respiratory emis-
sions.”

Lydia was doing research on
dynamics of exhalations
(coughs and sneezes, for
instance) for years at the Fluid
Dynamics of Disease
Transmission Laboratory.

Her research could have
implications for the global
COVID-19 pandemic, though
measures called for “there’s an
urgency in revising the guide-
lines currently being given by
the WHO and the CDC on the
needs for protective equipment,
particularly for the frontline
health care workers,” A Lydia
told US TODAY.

WHO's advisory suggests
that "droplets can travel only
short distances through the air

and either land on people or
land on surfaces that people
later touch." This is the basis for
the hygiene protocol that urges
people "to wash hands fre-
quently and not touch the face,
because that could bring the
virus into contact with the nose
or mouth."

Lydia's research, however,
calls for better measures to
protect health care workers and,
potentially, more distance from
infected people who are cough-
ing or sneezing. She said current
guidelines are based on "large
droplets" as the method of
transmission for the virus and
the idea that those large droplets
can only go a certain distance.

Dr. Paul Pottinger, an infec-
tious disease professor at the
University of Washington
School of Medicine, said ques-
tions remain about the dis-
tances at which the virus is
effective.

"For me, the question is not
how far the germs can travel, but
how far can they travel before
they're no longer a threat. The
smaller the germ particles, the
lower the risk that they might
infect somebody who would
breathe them in or get them

stuck in their nose or their
mouth," Pottinger told US
TODAY.

WHO referred to a recent
scientific brief on the methods
of transmission, which recom-
mended "droplet and contact
precautions for those people
caring for COVID-19 patients."

Bourouiba said she wants to
see recommendations made
based on current science not
"policies based on supply, for
example, because we don't have
enough PPE (personal protec-
tive equipment)."

"Although there remains a
lot of questions to be addressed
about how much virus is at a
given distance or not, we have
no answer one way or another
at this time," she said.
"Therefore, the precautionary
principle should drive the poli-
cies to state that we should have
high-grade respirators used for
healthcare workers."

"Once that's decided, that's
the thrust that's needed to now
mobilise most effectively the
kind of tremendous high pro-
duction level that is possible to
reach in a great country like the
United States. This thrust is not
happening," she added.

From Page 1
"We can't issue ration card

but with this process we will
have a record of these people
and we will provide them
ration," Kejriwal said.

"Non-ration card holders
will be given ration. To avail it,
such people need to apply

online and on that basis, we will
provide them ration," Kejriwal
said.

Around 71 lakh people are
being provided 7.5 kgs ration
each at the ration shops. But
non-ration card holders were a
challenge for them, and the
Delhi Government has created
a system for roughly 10 lakh
people.
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Given the corona lockdown
crisis, the Centre on

Wednesday allowed limited
registration of BS IV norms
vehicles all over the country,
except Delhi/NCR, viz condi-
tional sale and registration of
not more than 10 per cent
pending BS-4 stock  with vehi-
cle dealers within 10 days of
lifting of the lockdown in the
country.

The Supreme Court which
has mandated for BSVI norms

vehicle to be registered in the
country beginning April 1,
2020, last week allowed limit-
ed and conditional sale and of
some stock of BSIV.

The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) has advised National
Informatics Centre (NIC) to
facilitate the States /UTs in lim-
ited registration of BS-IV vehi-
cles all over India except
Delhi/NCR in compliance with
Supreme Court directions con-
tained in its order dated March
27, 2020.
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To contain the rise of coro-
navirus in the national

Capital, the Delhi Fire Services
(DFS) personnel will be in the
field for disinfecting vulnera-
ble places and spots across the
city. Delhi Lieutenant
Governor, Anil Baijal, on
Wednesday asked authorities
to deploy fire services person-
nel for disinfecting COVID-19
hotspots, quarantine centres
and public places to check the
spread of the virus, which has
infected at least 120 people and
killed two in the national
Capital.

To review containment
measures being taken in the
wake of the coronavirus out-
break the L-G also held a
high-level meeting with Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal,
Chief Secretary Vijay Kumar
Dev, Delhi Police
Commissioner, SN Srivastava
and other senior officers.

The lieutenant governor
said district authorities will
continue effective measures
for enforcing the ongoing lock-
down, social distancing and
home quarantine.

“Also advised to use fire
brigade for disinfecting vul-
nerable neighbourhoods, espe-

cially the hotspot areas, quar-
antine centres, public places,
etc. Directed district disaster
management authorities to
take concerted preventive
actions,” Baijal also wrote on
twitter.

In another tweet, he said
that in the meeting he
reviewed medical prepared-
ness, procurement of medical
essentials, discharge guide-
lines, quarantines and mea-
sures to enforce lockdown.

During the meeting, LIG
directed District
Administration and Delhi
Police to visit home shelters,
night shelters and food distri-
bution centres to check adher-
ence to social distancing norms.

“If such places are crowd-
ed then alternate arrangements
should be immediately made
to ensure proper social dis-
tancing,” said L-G.  He also
directed concerned authorities
to ensure social distancing at
ATMs, food distribution
points.

During the meeting, the
Delhi Commissioner of Police
informed that as per the
instructions, DTC buses have
been deployed in all the police
stations for transporting
stranded people to shelters
homes.

It was further apprised that
all vehicles transporting goods
are being allowed to ply as per
directions of Government of

India. It was also informed that
Delhi Police is continuously
checking e-passes and if any
violations are found, e-passes
are seized and action as per law
is being initiated.

Meanwhile, Delhi State
Cancer Institute, run by the
Delhi government, has been
shut for a day on Wednesday
after a doctor tested positive
for COVID-19.

The total number of coro-
navirus cases in Delhi climbed
to 120 on Tuesday after 23 new
cases of the disease were
reported.

These 120 cases include 24
people who took part in a reli-
gious gathering in Nizamuddin
West earlier this month.
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Amid the nationwide lock-
down, the New Delhi

Municipal Council (NDMC)
has started a drive to protect
greenery and horticulture and
maintain sanitation in and
around parks and public places
in the Lutyens’ Delhi.

“It is comprehensive efforts
of NDMC, maintaining 1,500
acres of green area and 135
green avenues, 10 major parks,
1,400 residential colonies, 10
departmental nurseries includ-
ing three Hi- Tech nurseries and
three international relationships
memorial parks and prestigious
Garden like Nehru Park, Lodi
Garden, Talkatora Garden and
Sanjay Jheel, Children Park,
India Gate, Central Parks,
Connaught Place, CWG Park,
Shanti Path etc,” the civic body
said in a statement.

A senior NDMC official
said that due to lockdown to

control the pathogenic
CoronaVirus, everyone includ-
ing our staff is bound to remain
at home.  However, considering
the importance of upkeep of the
greenery of Lutyens Delhi, the
horticulture department has
deployed 25 per cent of its staff
for the purpose.

The official said that there
are more than 20 thousand
heritage trees in the area, which
are the pride and backbone of
NDMC greenery. Besides roads,
avenue, roundabout with beau-
tiful manicured hedges, shrubs,
ground covers in the side berms
are also complement equally to
show NDMC area is the most

beautiful in the national Capital,
he added.

He further said that any fur-
ther postponement in lifting dry
leaves and garbage may turn out
a huge problem later in lifting
and disposal mechanism.
Therefore by considering all
limitations, issues likely to arise
in future and importance of
maintaining reputation and
standard of Council deployment
plan has made despite of lock-
down situation, he said.

The civic body has also pro-
vided all protective equipment
to gardeners and sanitation
staffs such as mask, sanitiser
besides others. 
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The Gurugram district
administration on Tuesday

sent 27 coronavirus suspected
patients from Pataudi and six
from Dhankot village to quar-
antine at the Civil Hospital after
collecting their samples for
testing.

However, local adminis-
tration officials said that they
were yet to ascertain if the
patients sent to quarantine
were part of the Tablighi Jamaat
event held at Nizamuddin in
Delhi.

In connection with the
matter, two raids were con-
ducted at Helimandi under
Pataudi tahsil and Dhankot
village.

According to the health
officials, 27 people arrived in
Pataudi recently and residents

of the area fear that they were
part of the Tablighi Jamaat.
“These people are from
Mahendergarh district in
Haryana, Ghaziabad and
Delhi,” said a health official.

Of these 27 people, 13 are
adults and the remaining are
children. They were taken to
civil hospital, sector 10, where
their samples were collected for
Covid-19 testing.

The locals suspect that
some of the family members
recently participated in the
Tablighi Jamaat event and 
are suspected coronavirus
cases. The investigation is cur-
rently on to know how many
persons are left in the house
and the places they visited
recently.

“We were informed about
people in Dhankot and Pataudi.
So, we had to admit them in
quarantine. We have also post-

ed pamphlets outside thier
house with directions to avoid
visiting or approaching that
house. That house is also under
quarantine until it is sanitised,”
said Dr Jaswant Singh Punia,
Chief Medical Officer (CMO)
Gurugram.

In the case of Dhankot, six
persons, who had participated
in the religious event were
found and admitted to the iso-
lation ward of the Civil
Hospital in Sector 10.

A total of 10 people have
tested positive in Gurugram in
which 6 patients have recov-
ered so far and have been dis-
charged and anyone of these 33
people test positive, the tally
will spike.

Apart from this the state
government has designated
five private laboratories in
Gurugram district for COVID-
19 testing.
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Two men who drove around
six kilometres to feed

pigeons on the Lala lajpat Rai
flyover in southeast Delhi’s
Nizamuddin area were arrested
for not possessing curfew pass-
es amid the lockdown imposed
to control the spread of coron-
avirus, police said on
Wednesday.  

The accused have been
identified as Sadik Khan (32)
and Sarvan Kumar Choudhary
(33), residents of Nizamuddin
area, they said. 

On Tuesday afternoon, the
duo in their car reached the fly-
over and started feeding the
pigeons, following which a
crowd of 10-12 people gathered
around them. 

The crowd dispersed when
the police arrived but they were
nabbed and their vehicle seized,
a senior police officer said. 

They run a restaurant and
didn’’t have any curfew pass.
They were arrested under the
relevant sections of the Indian
Penal Code, police added. 

�	���������	���� �(�
+(,-�

To ensure proper imple-
mentation of the lockdown

as well as to spread awareness
about coronavirus through
announcements, the Delhi
Police on Wednesday flagged
off 40 bikes which would be
used for patrolling in south
Delhi.

According to Atul Kumar
Thakur, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), South district, these
bikes will be used to conduct
regular mobile patrolling in the
area and for announcements to
advise and warn people to
strictly follow the lockdown
and remain at home.

“Strict checking will be
done by these bikes at the bor-
der pickets, roads and inside
the streets within the city in
every police station area to

ensure that no gathering or
movement takes place in con-
travention of the prohibitory
order,” said the DCP.

“The patrolling bikes will
check the unnecessary move-
ment of people, who, if found
on the road will be sent to near-
by shelter homes. However,

the suspicious vehicles includ-
ing trucks, tempos and tankers
will be checked properly by
these motorcycles to ensure
that the vehicles are not vio-
lating any rules,” said the DCP.

“Police teams will ensure
permanent markings near gro-
cery shops, vegetables shops,

milk kiosks, ATMs and banks
where citizens may be present
to ensure social distancing,”
said the DCP.

“These bike staff will also
gather intelligence and keep a
regular check on the movement
of violators and criminals,”
said the DCP. 
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In order to provide relief to
needy, Indian Railways is

providing bulk cooked food
through base kitchens of
IRCTC across the country
with the help of security per-
sonnel, commercial depart-
ments of zones, State
Governments and NGOs.

Minister of Railways
Piyush Goyal has also direct-
ed the officials of Indian
Railways to reach out to needy
people with food and other
assistance to the best of their
human abilities and resources.

The Minister said that
Railways should widen the
outreach of their efforts and go
beyond the proximities of rail-
ways stations to deeper areas in
consultation with district
authorities and NGOs etc. The

direction came in a meeting
that attended by Minister of
State for Railways Suresh
Angadi, members of 
the Railway board, GMs and
heads of public sectors units
from across the nation, who
linked up through video con-
ferencing.

Complimenting the
Railways for extraordinary
work being done so far in the
fight against Corona and
adopting innovative solutions
like conversion of passenger
coaches as isolation coaches,
Goyal expressed confidence
that all the zones will meet the
challenge of making these
coaches fully ready and would
be equipped at the earliest. It
may be noted that work on
conversion of first lot of 5,000
coaches has already started in
a phased manner 

Railway Board officials

informed the Minister that
following Prime Minister’s call
to the nation, a contribution of
�151 crore was being made to
PM CARE fund. Chairman
Railway Board Vinod Kumar
Yadav informed that employ-
ees of Indian Railways and Rail
PSUs took a decision to forego
one day’s salary and contribute
to the PM CARE Fund. Many
Railway PSUs are also planning
to contribute to the fund to
bolster the national efforts.

Railway organisations like
IRCTC and Rapid Action
Force (RPF) are already
engaged in distribution of free
meals to the needy persons.  It
has distributed 102,937 food
packets till March 28 from its
kitchens in New Delhi,
Bangalore, Hubli, Mumbai
Central,  Ahmedabad,
Bhusaval, Howrah, Patna,
Gaya, Ranchi, Katihar, Deen

Dayal Upadhyaya Nagar,
Balasore, Vijaywada, Khurda,
Kaadpali,  Tiruchirapalli,
Dhanbad, Guwahati and
Samastipur spread over vari-
ous zones such as Northern,
Western, Eastern, Southern
and South Central.

While reviewing the run-
ning of special Parcel Trains by
Railways to supply important
items, Goyal asked the officials
to make the service available
on more routes so that goods
like medicines, essential equip-
ments, edibles can be sup-
plied all over the country in a
quick time

The Minister said that for
the first time in history, not a
single passenger lost their life
in last twelve months in a rail-
way accident. Now we are
working to ensure that
COVID 19 has least impact on
India.
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Two resident doctors of the
Centre-run Safdarjung

Hospital in Delhi have tested
positive for coronavirus infec-
tion. One of them, who is part
of the team treating COVID-19
patients at the hospital, is
believed to have contracted
the disease during the course of
duty, official said.

According to sources, the
female resident doctor, a third-
year post-graduate student of
the biochemistry department,
who has tested positive for the
novel coronavirus had recent-
ly travelled abroad.

Both of them showed
symptoms of COVID-19 and
their test results came out pos-
itive two days ago. They are
now undergoing treatment at
the isolation ward of the
Safdarjung hospital.

“All the doctors and staff
who had come in contact with
them have been tested. So far,
none of the contacts has test-
ed positive for coronavirus
infection,” they said, adding all
of them have been asked to
monitor their health.

Meanwhile, Delhi State
Cancer Institute has been shut
for a day after a doctor tested

positive for COVID- 19. Till
Monday night, the number of
cases of the deadly COVID-19
stood at 97, including two
deaths

The Delhi government-
run institute is being disin-
fected and that is why it has
been shut for a day, according
to officials. The doctor, who
tested positive for coronavirus,
worked at the institute.

The total number of coro-
navirus cases in Delhi climbed
to 120 on Tuesday after 23 new
cases of the disease were
reported. These 120 cases
include 24 people who took
part in a religious congregation
at the Markaz in Nizamuddin
West earlier this month.

According to the Union
health ministry, 1,637 COVID-
19 cases have been reported in
the country so far, out of which
38 people have died.
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In view of the prevailing lock-
down period due to COVID-

19 epidemic, the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
has decided to suspend month-
ly membership subscription,
monthly user charges and
monthly coaching fees at DDA’s
sports complexes and Golf
Courses during the period.

“The deduction would be
made on pro rata basis. Besides,
all caddies at DDA Qutab Golf
Course and Bhalaswa Golf
Course, who are not paid by
management, are being given
daily relief of �250 during this
period,” it said in a statement. 
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Asking for ensuring strict
regulations amid ongoing

lockdown, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Wednesday said with the help
of modern technology, the
administration will track the
movements of people who
have been put under manda-
tory quarantine.

Kejriwal announced that
with the help of Delhi police,
the Delhi Government will
ensure less transmission of
coronavirus particularly in the
lockdown period as this is
high time for the community
transmission.

“We have written a letter to
Home Minister Amit Shah to
trace mobile phones of quar-
antines in Delhi, by doing so, we
will have confirmation about
the movements of patients
while they are advised to stay
indoors , moreover, this will
also help in getting information
about to whom they met in
past, with this process, we can
limit the chances of COVID-19
decision,” said Kejriwal.

With the help of police, the
Delhi Government has traced
the details of 11,840 quarantine
people and have been send for
further inspection while details
of 14,345 quarantines are
under the process.

Mentioning about Tabilighi
Jamaat in Nizamuddin Markaz,
Kejriwal said that more than
2000 people were evacuated.
Around 766 people are admit-
ted in various hospitals out of
which 112 are corona positive
cases, he said.

The Delhi Government
has also initiated the release of
�5,000 assistance to construc-
tion workers through Delhi

Labour Welfare Board.
The Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP) has also announced �1
crore for health warriors’ fam-
ily dying while treating Corona
patients in Delhi.

Lauding the sterling job
being done by the medical
staff- doctors and others,
Kejriwal said, “Our doctors
also fighting to contain coro-
na spread, the way soldiers
fight on the borders. We have
made arrangements for med-
ical staffs, instance - food and
stay as they are working with
limited sources in high risk
zone”, the Chief Minister
added.
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The Delhi Police has regis-
tered more than 200 cases

and 4,053 people detained on
Wednesday for violating
Government orders during the
coronavirus lockdown.

According to the data
shared by the police, 249 cases
were registered under section
188 (for disobedience to order
duly promulgated by public
servant) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) till 5pm.

“A total of 4,053 people
have been detained under sec-
tion 65 (persons bound to
comply with reasonable direc-
tions of police officers) and 515
vehicles have been impounded
under section 66 of the Delhi
Police Act,” police stated.

A total of 1,022 movement

passes have been issued, police
said.

The move comes after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday announced a com-
plete lockdown across the
country for 21 days, asserting
social distancing is the only
way out for the country in its
decisive battle against the virus.
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The Delhi Police has regis-
tered a case in connection

with the use of DTC and clus-
ter buses to carry migrant
workers leaving the city to
Anand Vihar ISBT amid the
lockdown due to COVID-19
outbreak. Police said that the
case was registered at Shakarpur
police station in East Delhi
based on the complaint of a
policeman.

According to a senior
police official, police have reg-
istered the case under various
sections of IPC and the Disaster
Management Act, 2005.

“This act on the part of bus
drivers/conductors and opera-
tions head of DIMTS CK Goyal
and other Government ser-
vants who are responsible for it,
had committed an offence
under Sections 269, 270, 271
and 188 of IPC and Section 55
of Disaster Management Act,”
stated the FIR. 

Meanwhile, there was no
reaction available from Delhi

Transport Minister Kailash
Gahlot.

“The complainant was on
picket duty at ITO bridge on
Sunday when he saw 44 DTC
and cluster buses ferrying
migrant workers. When
enquired, the passengers said
they were going to Anand
Vihar Inter State Bus Terminal
(ISBT) from where they will
board the buses to their native
places in Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar,” stated the FIR.

The passengers were
briefed about COVID 19 and
the lockdown, and the buses

were sent back to the places
from where they started.  

According to the police, the
buses originated from various
parts of the city, including
Badarpur, Vasant Vihar, Hari
Nagar, Anand Parbat, Uttam
Nagar, Manglapuri, Munirka
and Punjabi Bagh.

“When drivers of these
buses were asked why were they
carrying passengers that too
without issuing them tickets,
they replied, ‘upar se order hai’
(there are orders from senior
officers),” the complainant said.

The Delhi Integrated Multi

Modal System (DIMTS), which
operates cluster buses in the
city, refused to comment on the
episode.  

Meanwhile, the Delhi
Contract Bus Association in a
statement claimed that 50 to 60
buses of its members that were
deployed to transport migrant
workers, on the directions of
government, were seized by
the police.

The association appealed to
the prime minister, home min-
ister and Delhi chief minister to
help the bus operators and get
the buses released. 
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Continuing with their efforts
to fight the coronavirus

pandemic, the Armed forces
have taken several measures to
meet any exigency in the com-
ing days including readying
more than 9,000 beds, 8,500
doctors, nurses and support
staff and airlifting more than 25
tons of medicines to the north
east and Ladakh in the last 
five days. 

Giving these updates in a
video conference review meet-
ing held here on Wednesday by
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, the Services also said
25,000 National Cadet
Corps(NCC)cadets were
mobilised to assist the local
administration and the armed
forces were in constant touch
with the civil authorities.

The Defence Minister
appreciated the efforts being
made by various Services,
organisations and Defence
Public Sector
Undertakings(DPSUs)s in
terms of evacuation, provision
of health care in quarantine
facilities and research & pro-
duction of medical equipment
such as sanitisers, facemasks
and Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE). He directed
all the organisations to redou-
ble their efforts and work in
close coordination with other
Ministries/organisations of

central government in this cru-
cial time.

Chief of Defence
Staff(CDS) General Bipin
Rawat informed Singh that
separate hospitals have been
identified to exclusively deal
with COVID-19 and more
than 9,000 hospital beds have
been made available. Over
1,000 evacuees are quaran-
tined at facilities in Jaisalmer,
Jodhpur, Chennai, Manesar,
Hindan and Mumbai. Their
quarantine period will end by
April 7, 2020.

Air Chief RKS Bhadauria
informed that the Air Force
planes conducted several sor-
ties within the country in the
last five days to transport
approximately 25 tonnes of
medical supplies. 

He said, critical opera-
tional work is continuing while
ensuring all necessary precau-
tions.  Navy Chief Admiral
Karambir Singh said naval
ships are on standby to extend
any required assistance. He
said, the Navy is also extending
assistance as required by local
civilian administration.

Army Chief General M M
Naravane said more than 8,500
doctors and support staff are
available to extend necessary
assistance to civilian adminis-
tration. Referring to the
defence minister’s direction
that help should be provided to
neighbouring countries, he

said assistance to Nepal in the
form of medical equipment
will be delivered shortly.

Secretary Department of
Defence R&D and Chairman
Defence Research and
D e v e l o p m e n t
O r g a n i s a t i o n ( D R D O ) G
Satheesh Reddy said 50,000
litres of sanitizers made by
DRDO labs were supplied to
various security entities,
including the Delhi Police and
another one lakh litres were
supplied all over the country.

He said, a five-layered nano
technology face mask N99 are
being made on war footing.
More than 10,000 have already
been made and soon per day
production will be extended to
20,000, Reddy said adding the
DRDO laboratories have also
supplied 40,000 other face
masks to the Delhi Police.

The DRDO Secretary,
being a member of the empow-
ered Group of Secretaries, is
coordinating closely with
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare regarding the require-
ment of medical equipment.
Another DRDO laboratory has
also made arrangements to
make 20,000 PPE per day. The
DRDO is also engaged in
minor modification of ventila-
tors so that one machine can
support four patients at the
same time.

Director General Armed
Forces Medical

Services(AFMS)  Lt General
Anup Banerji informed the
Defence Minister that neces-
sary equipment has been pro-
cured and dispatched to vari-
ous hospitals. Retired health
professionals have also been
kept in readiness to volunteer
their services. Approximately
25,000 National Cadet Corps
(NCC) cadets are being
mobilised to provide necessary
local assistance.

Various DPSUs such as
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited (HAL), Bharat
Electronics Limited (BEL),
Mishra Dhatu Nigam Limited
(MIDHANI), Bharat Dynamics
Limited (BDL), Bharat Earth
Movers Limited (BEML),
Hindustan Shipyard Limited
(HSL) and Goa Shipyard
Limited (GSL) have con-

tributed 40 crores of their cor-
porate social responsibility
(CSR) funds to Prime
Minister’s Citizen Assistance
and Relief in Emergency
Situations (PM-CARES) fund.
In addition, they have also
contributed one day salary of
all their employees to the PM-
CARES fund. 

Following the direction
from the Defence Minister,
the DPSUs conveyed to him
that they have made salary pay-
ment to all the casual and
contractual workers also. The
Ordnance Factory Board
(OFB) is also engaged in man-
ufacturing hand sanitisers, face
masks and PPE.

The video conference was
attended by Minister of State
for Defence Shripad Naik,
Chief of Defence Staff General

Bipin Rawat, Chief of Naval
Staff Admiral Karambir Singh,
Chief of Air Staff Air Chief
Marshal R K S Bhadauria,
Chief of Army Staff General M
M Naravane, Defence Secretary
Ajay Kumar, Secretary
(Defence Production)Raj
Kumar, Secretary (Ex-
Servicemen Welfare)
Sanjeevanee Kutty, Secretary
(Defence Finance)Gargi Kaul,
Secretary Department of
Defence R&D and Chairman
Defence Research &
Development Organisation
(DRDO)G Satheesh Reddy,
Director General Armed
Forces Medical Services
(AFMS) Lt General Anup
Banerji, heads of Defence
Public Sector Undertakings
(DPSUs) and other senior civil
and military officials.
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Congress president Sonia Gandhi on Wednesday wrote to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi urging him to consider giving

advance wages to Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) workers hit by the nationwide lock-
down. Congress too reiterated its demand on Wednesday that the
union government should announce minimum three months loan
interest waiver on EMIs for salaried, middle class and medium small
and micro enterprises (MSME).

This is the third such letter that Sonia has written to Modi in
the last one week urging the union government to take steps to tack-
le on financial aspects in the midst of Corona outbreak and lock-
down. “Social distancing norms have rendered all works unfeasi-
ble under lockdown. Furthermore even after the work commences,
MGNREGA workers have to wait for more than a month to receive
wages,” Sonia said in the letter.

“Given the urgency of providing support to the rural poor, due
to lost wages, the government may consider immediate advance pay-
ment of wages for 21 days to registered and active MGNREGA work-
ers. The advance may be adjusted against the work to be done by
the workers, once MGNREGA sites are opened up,” she added.

Last week Sonia had written to Modi to consider direct cash
transfers to the poor, a six-month suspension of recoveries from farm-
ers, waving off equated monthly instalments (EMIs) for the salaried
class for six months and a sector-wise relief package for business-
es in view of the Covid-19 outbreak. 
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India’s external and internal
intelligence agencies failed to

read, assess and report the
warning signals emerging from
the Tablighi Jamaat stable with-
in and outside the country.

As Tablighi Jamaat contin-
ued its ijtema (congregation) in
Kuala Lumpur (Feb 27-Mar 1),
Lahore (March 13), Sulawesi,
Selatan in Indonesia (Mar 18),
26 Covid-19 positive Jamaat
members were reported in
Malaysia and 45 in Lahore
and an unknown numbers in
Indonesia. But India’s external
Intelligence agency Research
and Analysis Wing (R&AW)
did not report the viral epi-
demic at Tablighi events in the
region or issue an alert to the
effect.

Similary, the Intelligence
Bureau ignored the foreign
Tablighi members’ movement
across the country spreading
the pandemic to the hinterland.

The issue of the Jamaat’s
congregation in Kuala Lumpur
was highlighted there in the
media due to the threat it
posed to public health amid the
coronavirus pandemic. Taking
cognisance of the Jamaat-relat-

ed developments in Malaysia,
Indonesia did not allow the
Tablighi to hold the congrega-
tion from March 17 to 19.
However, a number of the
Tablighis who had already
arrived on the venue in
Indonesia infected a number of
co-participants.    

While the COVID-19 out-
break trend was developing in
the region in Tablighi’s con-
gregations, hundreds of the
Jamaat members were assem-
bled in the Nizamuddin area
despite concerned citizens
expressing concerns to the
authorities over the presence of
so many people in a relatively
small facility amid the push for
social distancing.

The returning jamaats were
given clear instructions by
Tablinghi Jamaat chief
Mohammad Saad to access
more and more mosques after
going back from Nizamuddin.

Scores of foreign Tablighi

members spread across the
country, spreading the coron-
avirus to the interiors of the
country and posing a major
threat to public health amid the
ongoing lockdown in the coun-
try to counter the COVID-19
pandemic.

This is not the first time
that the Research and Analysis
Wing, responsible for gathering
external intelligence, did not
meet the expectations of the
Government as it could not
assess the mood in the
European Union after the pas-
sage of the Citizenship
Amendment Act by the
Parliament here. A resolution
against the CAA was moved
recently and the agency was
caught unawares.

Likewise, the IB has also
recorded back to back lapses
with the agency not being able
to generate any credible inputs
ahead of the communal riots in
the national capital last month. 
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The Centre may disburse
over �8,000- �10,000 crore

to farmers  as compensation for
the loss of kharif crop which
got damaged due to excessive
rains in October and
November last year. The
amount is expected to be
released by April 20. The
Ministry of Agriculture has
also asked states to conduct
yield assessment of rabi crop
also to assess the damage. The
Centre disbursed compensa-
tion of around �4,500 crore to
farmers in Maharashtra a few
weeks ago.

Officials of agriculture
ministry said that excess mon-
soon rains and the floods

caused by them affected crops
in Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Kerala,  Gujarat,
Karnataka, Assam, Andhra
Pradesh, Punjab, Odisha and
Bihar. Bihar has not sought
compensation for kharif crop
loss due to excessive rains and
flood.

“ The maximum payout
now would be going to Madhya
Pradesh where �2,500 crore-
3,000 crore would be disbursed,
followed by Karnataka (�1,500
crore), Rajasthan (�1,200
crore), Andhra Pradesh (� 800-
1,000 crore) and Chhattisgarh
(�600 crore),” officials added.
The compensation for farmers
in Rajasthan includex losses
incurred due to locust attacks,
which damaged standing crops

in January-February 2020
besides the kharif crop losses.

“The ministry is pushing
insurance companies to release
the compensation at a time
when farmers are facing severe
problems during lockdown,”
officials added. The
Maharashtra government has
sought �7,207-crore financial
assistance from the Centre to
compensate farmers for their
crop damages due to unsea-
sonal rain. Unseasonal rain
has damaged more than
67.52% of the total kharif crop
sown this year. As per the
Maharashtra government
claim, it has damaged 94 lakh
hectares of crop and 103.52
lakh farmers were severely
affected. in the state.

According to Skymet, the
country as a whole received 110
per cent of the long period
average (LPA) of 89 centimetres
of rainfall during the four-
month-long southwest mon-
soon period, making it to the
above normal category. Among
meteorological divisions,
Central India and Southern
Peninsula received the maxi-
mum rainfall of 129 per cent
and 116 per cent of their LPA,
respectively. Among the 36
meteorological sub-divisions,
western Madhya Pradesh with
161 per cent of its LPA emerged
as the largest surplus, while the
subdivision that includes
Haryana, Chandigarh and
Delhi had a deficiency of 42 per
cent.
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Amid the coronavirus pan-
demic, a study by top

Indian microbiologists have
claimed that the strain of the
virus that causes Covid-19 dis-
ease  in India is not as deadly
as the ones which are taking a
toll in Italy, Spain and the US.  

On Tuesday, the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) had said that three

types of coronavirus strains
are doing round in the country.

In an in-depth genomic
analysis of rapidly revolving
SARS-CoV-2(COVID-19)
viruses, a team of scientists led
by top Indian microbiologists
discovered that strain found in
India, matches with the
sequence of new coronavirus
found in Wuhan, and is less vir-
ulent.

However, while the strain is
comparatively less virulent,  the

scientists also suggested that
based on data, it is assumed that

the virus is mutating very rapid-
ly. It means that the vaccine
developed for one strain might
not work for other strains cir-
culating in other countries. 

If the virus after entering a
human body mutates rapidly
then it often becomes difficult
to counter it.

The study analysed the
data taken from different coun-
tries including, Italy, Spain,
US, China, Nepal and India.

“The study shows that virus

is mutating very rapidly. In sim-
pler words, we can say the virus
is cor hanging its structure
quickly...which means it will be
difficult to develop a vaccine for
prevention from this dreaded
virus.

“Even if we develop a vac-
cine, we are not sure that the
same vaccine will work in other
parts of the world, looking at
the nature of different strains of
COVID-19,” said Rup Lal, a
senior scientist with The Energy

and Resources Institute(TERI).
On why people are dying

more in Spain, Italy and now in
the US, scientist Vipin Gupta,
a key member of Lal’s team, said
in their study it was discovered
that virus which changed itself
rapidly in Europe and then in
the US, was more devastating.

On being asked about the
virus isolated here in India,
Gupta said: “We cannot con-
clude but safely say at this
point, that strains of virus

found in India is less virulent
when we compare it with the
US’’.” During the study, Indian
microbiologist discovered that
genomes of six isolates, specif-
ically from the US, were found
to harbour unique amino acid
and showed amino acid sub-
stitutions in proteins.
Interpreting the scientific ter-
minology for common man,
Gupta, who specialises in
Bioinformatics said, “This sug-
gests the severity of mutating

viral genome in the population
of US. Simply to say the virus
strain in US is quite threaten-
ing for humans”.

Lal said that different
strategies are required and see-
ing the fast changing charac-
teristic of the virus, treatment
would also be difficult.

“Our study is on, and the
more we look deep into the
sequence the more facts we will
be able to dig out,” added Vipin
Gupta.
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With railway stations shut
down for passengers due

to Covid-19 lockdown, the
Akhil Bharatiya Railway Khan
Paan Licence Welfare
Association (ABKPLWA) has
sought intervention of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Railway Minister Piyush Goyal
seeking relief on license fees of
the vendors involved in catering
needs to passengers at railway
stations. 

“As all small licensees have
deposited considerable amount
of license fee, to provide assis-
tance to them, it is urged to take
immediate decision and issue
instructions to forego license fee
and 18 per cent GST periodically
as per contracts, “ said Rajinder
Gupta, ABKPLWA president,
in a letter to the Railway
Minister.

Gupta said since Finance
Ministry has taken a note of the
fact that likely intensity of coro-
navirus disease necessitates
mobilisation of financial help to
needy people and announced
various relief packages for weak-
er sections and daily wage work-

ers in these days of gravest cri-
sis, the vendors association of
Indian railways network too
seeks measures to help lakhs of
people associated with this busi-
ness.

“While Ministry of Railways
has granted relaxation in demur-
rage-wharfage and Ministry of
Finance for payment of wages to
outsourced persons it is high
time to forego license fee as well
as GST of small catering vend-
ing licenses for March 2020
onwards so that they may be able
to help lakhs of families of rail-
ways catering vending vendors,
“ Gupta said.

He informed Rail Ministry
that soon after the lockdown the
association issued advisory to all
small licencees and their vendors
working over Indian Railways
platforms network to take all
precautionary measures.

“Since complete closure of
Railways has been declared
there is absolute shut down of
catering vending stalls, trolleys,
trays and lakhs of vendors’
workers and their families are
affected so financial benefits
extended to all will be appreci-
ated,” the letter said.
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The Union HRD Ministry
on Wednesday directed the

Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) to promote
all students of Classes 1 to 8 in
the country to the next Class in
view of the nationwide lock-
down due to the deadly coro-
navirus.   

Besides, it also announced
that CBSE Class 10th and 12th
results are expected to be
declared by May end provided
the CBSE board exams 2020 get
over in April.

CBSE exams for class 10
and class 12 were postponed on
March 18 given the coron-
avirus pandemic across the
country. These exams, sched-
uled between March 19, 2020
to March 31, 2020 will be con-
ducted post the 21 day lock-
down imposed by the govern-
ment. CBSE, however, is yet to
revise the Class 10 and Class 12
examination dates. 

“Students are advised to
keep a watch on the official
CBSE website for latest infor-
mation on results,” said a CBSE
circular.

This is not the first time
that CBSE exams have been
postponed. The CBSE Class 10
and Class 12 exams were also
postponed due to the violence

that rocked Northeast Delhi. 
“The exams in the area for

class 12 will begin on March 31
and conclude on April 14,
while exams for class 10 will
begin on March 21 and con-
clude on March 30,” a senior
HRD Ministry official said.

The board also announced
to promote all students of
classes 1 to 8 in the all the CBSE
affiliated schools across the
country.

“In view of the current sit-
uation due to #COVID19, I
have advised @cbseindia29 to
promote ALL students study-
ing in classes I-VIII to the next
class or grade,” HRD Minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’
said in a series of tweets.

He also said that the stu-
dents of classes 9 and 11 will be
promoted on school-based
assessments conducted dur-
ing the year, adding that those
who failed to get promoted this
time due to low assessments
can appear in school based tests
online or offline.

“Students studying in class-
es IX & XI will be promoted to
next class/grade based on the
school-based assessments
including projects, periodic
tests, term exams, etc. con-
ducted so far. Students not
promoted this time can appear
in school-based tests, online or
offline,” Nishank tweeted.

The HRD ministry also
directed the CBSE to conduct
class 10 and 12 board exami-
nations for only 29 main sub-
jects which are crucial for pro-
motion and admission to high-
er educational institutions.

“Have advised CBSE to
conduct board exams only for
29 main subjects that are

required for promotion and
crucial for university admis-
sions. 

Whenever CBSE is in a
position to hold board exams,
it shall conduct for 29 subjects
by giving adequate notice. For
rest of the subjects, CBSE will
not hold board exams and
instructions for their marking,

assessment will be issued soon,”
he said.

The CBSE also announced
that it will not conduct pend-
ing class 10, 12 exams in
schools affiliated to the board
in foreign countries. 

The exams were postponed
in view of the coronavirus out-
break in the country.
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HRD Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ on

Wednesday directed the
Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) to ensure
that placements of students
are not affected due to the sit-
uation arising out of the coro-
navirus pandemic. 

In a meeting with heads
of 23 IITs through video 
conferencing, he directed that
a task force be set up for the
purpose. 

“A task force call for
placements may be set up in
institutes to liaise with various
companies to ensure that ade-

quate placement not below
the levels of past years may
take place in these institutes.
Academic calendar of the
institutes may be prepared so
that students do not lose
summer and winter intern-
ships,” Nishank told the IIT
heads. 

“Mental health-related
challenges of students during
the lockdown period also
need to be addressed by all
the institutes and a helpline be
established in this regard.
There should be a task force
set up by every institute which
should include psychologists
to handle mental health
issues,” he added. 

The institutes are closed

and exams suspended due to
the nationwide lockdown in
view of the coronavirus out-
break that has claimed 38 lives
in the country till now.

The Minister also
instructed the IITs to ensure
that they should conduct
active research work  in the
area of COVID19. Pokhriyal
Nishank advised the institutes
to continue with its research
work already 
being done but given the pre-
sent circumstances it is
responsibility of all citizens to
contribute for welfare of the
nation and IITs have to play
a crucial role for technologi-
cal advancements including
medical equipments.

� �$���"%���&� ��� ��
�''�����(�)�����������

%	�������	���
��	������
��������
�
�
�������
�

�/��!���������
�

����� �(�
+(,-�

In one of the strongest con-
demnations of the Tablighi

Jamaat, Union Minority Affairs
Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
on Wednesday termed its reli-
gious congregation a “Talibani
crime”and an “unpardonable
sin” committed “intentionally”
by the organisation.

The National Commission
for Minorities also said the
Jamaat caused a “big damage”
and asked states to ensure strict
compliance of the lockdown by
madrasas and other religious
places.  It is said many congre-
gation participants in Delhi
stayed in as many as 16
mosques in the national capital.

“Talibani Crime by Tablighi
Jamaat. This is not negligence.
It’s a serious criminal act. When
the entire country is fighting
united against Corona, such a
sin is unpardonable,” the minor-
ity affairs minister said in a
tweet.

Naqvi said Tablighi Jamaat
cannot be  pardoned for the reli-

gious gathering in Delhi’s
Nizamuddin area amid the out-
break of novel coronavirus.

Naqvi also posted on his
social media accounts mes-
sages by Muslim religious lead-
ers appealing to people to strict-
ly follow the coronavirus lock-
down and other guidelines to
control the virus.

Reacting on the Tablighi
Jamaat gathering at
Nizamuddin area, Naqvi said,
“They have put lives of many
people in danger. Strict action
should be taken against such
people and organisations that
defy government directions.
This has been done intention-
ally and this is unfortunate.
People who are not obeying the
lockdown should not be for-
given.” 

In a letter to chief secretaries
of states and union territories,
NCM chief Syed Ghayorul
Hasan Rizvi said the
Nizamuddin incident was a
“serious violation” of the lock-
down, and has put the lives of
fellow citizens at risk. 
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The number of persons test-
ed positive for coronavirus

and admitted to various hos-
pitals in Tamil Nadu crossed
the 234 mark by Wednesday
evening, according to Beela
Rajesh, Secretary, department
of Health.

Speaking to reporters at
Chennai, Rajesh said 110 per-
sons tested positive on
Wednesday alone.  “All of these
persons who returned from the
religious congregation held at
New Delhi. Efforts are on to
identify and trace all the 1,103
persons from the State who had
attended the congregation. The
patients admitted to hospitals
on Wednesday include two
religious preachers from
Myanmar and Indonesia
respectively,” said the Health
Secretary.

Officials of the department
of health and local bodies are
on a house-to-house search in
Tamil Nadu to trace more than
500 persons who had attended
the religious congregation held
in New Delhi early last month
and had gone missing since
then. Most of them are feared
to carry the deadly COVID- 19
the cause for corona disease.

The State’s efforts to control

the spread of coronavirus pan-
demic went on a tailspin since
Tuesday following a sudden
spurt in the number of cases
detected positive with COVID-
19. 

Tuesday alone saw 57 per-
sons testing positive for coro-
na virus and more than 50 of
them were those who had
attended the  religious congre-
gation in New Delhi. With the
admission of 57 patients on
Tuesday, the number of persons
undergoing treatment for coro-
na virus in the State has crossed
the 125 mark. This includes
ten foreign nationals who are
religious preachers by profes-
sion.  

This is the highest figure
recorded in Tamil Nadu in a
single day since the pandemic
broke out in the country. The
State has been one with mini-
mum Corona positive cases
ever since the administration
commenced issuing bulletins
about the number of patients
tested with the 
pandemic. 

Tamil Nadu, the focus of
which was to prevent commu-
nity transmission of the virus
and was confident of checking
the progress of local transmis-
sion to community transmis-
sion was seen fighting a see-

saw battle as the number of
positive cases shooting over the
roof following the exodus from
Delhi’s Nizamuddeen.

According to the office of
the Chief Secretary  K
Shanmugham, 1131 persons
had attended the religious con-
gregation in New Delhi. “We
have detected 515 of them and
once we trace the remaining
individiuals, we   will be able to
prevent the progress of corona
virus in the State,” said
Shanmugham. 

The seriousness of the sit-
uation could be understood
from the words of the State
administration which accepted
that the New Delhi returnees
had turned the trajectory of
COVID-19.

Chief Minister Edappadi
Palaniswamy himself came out
on Wednesday morning and
paid a surprise visit to some of
the Amma Restaurants in the
city that offer subsidised food
to the common man. Amma
Restaurants were launched by
late Chief Minister J
Jayalalithaa and this had earned
her a lot of good will among
migrant workers and low
income employees because
they could get
breakfast/lunch/dinner for
�five each.

Mainpuri: A young woman
was shot dead on Wednesday
for informing the police of
people who had reached her
village in Uttar Pradesh's
Mainpuri after the lockdown.

The incident took place in
Allipur village where Vinay
Yadav had prepared a list of
persons, mostly migrant
workers, who had come to the
village from other cities.

Vinay Yadav and his sis-
ter-in-law Sandhya informed
the local administration about
the people coming to the vil-
lage after which health officials
conducted medical examina-
tion of all the migrant work-
ers.

One of those who had
come to the village, recently, is
an army jawan Shailendra

whose name also figured in
the list given to the officials.

He had an argument with
Vinay Yadav and the matter
took a serious turn when
Shailendra opened fire, killing
Sandhya Yadav on the spot.

Shailendra has been
arrested and the body of the
deceased has been sent for
post mortem.

The state government has
asked everyone to inform it
about people coming to the
villages during the Corona
scare. IANS
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Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has asked for �61,000

crore from the Centre to ward off the
crisis arising out of the corona endem-
ic. This amount includes the financial
dues that the "Centre owes" to the State.

A day before her video meeting
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi the
Chief Minister has written a letter to the
former seeking a financial package of
�25,000 crore to meet the expenses for
providing free ration to the people of the
State along with other public welfare
schemes planned amid massive short-
fall in the State’s revenue during post
corona lockdown.

Apart from this the Chief Minister
has also asked the Centre to clear the
past dues amounting to about �36,000
crore, senior officials said. The Chief
Minister had earlier committed free
ration to the 9 crore strong population
of the State that started on Wednesday
amid large-scale crowding of market
places throughout the districts.

In the letter the Chief Minister
wrote that her State’s finances “like many
other States” were in a “dire situation
with practically no revenue flows after

the closure of all business.”
The letter further read that regard-

less of the grim situation on account of
the lockdown the State has “somehow
been able to pay the salaries, wages and
pensions of Government employees this
month though some major states of the
country could not do that on full. And
even with the massive debt trap left
behind by the previous Government we
were able to service the debt so far but
future remains uncertain.”

Asking the Centre to sanction a spe-
cial grant of �25,000 crore Banerjee
wrote that her Government “required
to meet our commitments towards girl
child, students, farmers, unorganized
workers, weaker sections, minorities,
SC, ST and OBCs. We are also having
to honour our commitments of pro-
viding free ration to almost 9 crore peo-
ple who need this so crucially to sur-
vive in this perilous time.”

Besides she reminded that the
Centre was “yet to pay �36,000 crore”
due to the State.

The timing of the letter is crucial as
it was written a day ahead of the video
meeting the Prime Minister was likely
to hold with the Chief Ministers on
Thursday.

Banerjee who has earned appreci-
ations for aptly managing the corona
crisis till now later appealed to the peo-
ple not to come out of their houses and
throng places. “The coming two weeks
are very crucial for us and it is a time
we all should cooperate with each
other to ward fight the disease by
remaining indoors…. Please do not
come out of your houses and crowd the
streets… you will get time for gossip-
ing in future but now it is time to han-
dle the crisis,” she said.

The Chief Minister’s appeal came at
a time when thousands of people were
seen thronging the rural markets and
ration shops --- throwing all cautions
to the wind --- to procure 5 kgs of free
rice promised by the Government.
Large gatherings were seen at
Coochbehar, North and South 24
Parganas, Burdwan and elsewhere Food
and Civil Societies Minister JP Mullick
said appealing to the people to main-
tain social distancing.

Meanwhile, the death rate com-
pared to the number of Corona infec-
tions remained a cause of concern for
the doctors even as Bengal recorded its
6th death late on Tuesday night.

While a 57-year-old man from

Howrah district died on Tuesday night,
another person of the same age suc-
cumbed at a private hospital at
Belghoria in the northern suburbs of
Kolkata. Neither of the victims had a
travel history, Health Department offi-
cials said adding they were trying to
gather further information.

The Chief Minister later said that
the man died of kidney ailments. The
doctors too said he had been suffering
from diabetes for the past 20 years and
had been a renal patient adding how-
ever that he tested positive for the coro-
navirus. Family members of both the
deceased have been placed under quar-
antine, the official said.

More patients from Sheoraphuli in
Hooghly district Egra in East
Midnapore tested positive taking the
total number of such cases in the state
to 37, sources said on Wednesday.

Tension ran high at Dhapa burning
ground in eastern parts of Kolkata
where hundreds of locals gathered to
protest the burning the corpse of one
of the corona victims, sources said
adding they were afraid that the burn-
ing of the victim might spread infection
in that area. The people were still
protesting when reports last came in.

Benglauru: The Karnataka
Government has confirmed
that 342 persons from the State
had gone to the Tablighi
group's headquarters in
Nizamuddin area of southwest
Delhi, Home Minister
Basavaraj Bommai said on
Wednesday.

"From Karnataka, 342 peo-
ple attended the congregation.
In the beginning of March, 142
people visited the Tablighi HQ
from the State and the govern-
ment has since quarantined
them at their homes," Bommai
said.

He said that there is a pos-
sibility of increase in the num-
ber of suspect cases of coron-
avirus.

Medical Education
Minister Suresh Kumar said
four Tablighi followers from
Chamarajanagar have since
been traced.

Health Minister B.
Sriramulu said 62 foreigners
from Indonesia and Malaysia
who visited the HQ also visit-
ed Karnataka, out of whom 12
were quarantined.

He said the Health
Department is on the lookout
for the remaining foreigners
still staying in the state.

Meanwhile, some relatives
of five returness isolated at
Nelamangla flouted quaran-
tine facility norms. IANS

Guwahati/Agartala/Imphal:
Five people have so far tested
positive for coronavirus in
Assam, who attended the con-
gregation at Nizamuddin in
Delhi and the number of pos-
itive cases in the State might
cross the double digit, Assam
Health Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma said on
Wednesday.

Addressing the media, the
minister said the Central
Government has communi-
cated to the state government
that 456 people from Assam
had attended the congrega-
tion organised by the Tablighi
Jamaat in Delhi.

"Out of the 456 people, 230
have been identified and 68
have not yet returned to the
state. Of the 230 people, swab
samples of 196 were collected
and five have tested positive for
Covid-19," Sarma said, adding
that by Wednesday evening
the test reports of the samples
of remaining people would be
received.

Search is also on to trace
out the other unidentified peo-
ple who have attended the
congregation. He said four
more persons from Assam,
who have attended the con-
gregation but still remained in
Delhi, have also tested positive
for coronavirus.

"Of the five tested positive

for COVID-19, a 52-year-old
man is undergoing treatment at
the Silchar Medical College
and Hospital after his samples
tested positive on Tuesday. The
four people who tested positive
for on Wednesday are also
undergoing treatment in dif-
ferent medical colleges and
hospitals," the Health Minister
said.

The four people are aged
between 19 to 55 years.

According to the Ministers
and officials of different north-
eastern states, over 500 people
from several northeastern
states, mostly from Assam,
have either attended or visited
the vicinity at the religious con-
gregation organised by the
Tablighi Jamaat in Delhi forc-
ing all the seven northeastern
states to launch an all-out
search to identify and test the
samples of these attendees.

The attendees' family
members and the people they
came in close contact are also
being examined or sent to
quarantine.

In Tripura, Education
Minister Ratan Lal Nath said at
least 22 people from Tripura
attended or went to the hotspot
at Nizamuddin in Delhi.
According to the Minister, 15
of the 22 people identified and
their swab samples were tested
negative. Authorities are look-

ing for the remaining seven.
"The state cabinet Chaired

by Chief Minister Biplab
Kumar Deb approved a Rs 233
crore package to deal with
coronavirus and related relief to
the needy," Nath told media.

Tripura Chief Minister
Biplab Kumar Deb in a tweet
said that if there is anyone from
Tripura who attended the reli-
gious congregation of Tablighi
Jamaat at Hazrat Nizamuddin
in Delhi must report immedi-
ately to the nearest government
hospital or to call the control
room.

In Manipur, the state gov-
ernment officials said that 14
people who were linked to the
religious congregation held in
Delhi's Nizamuddin, have been
identified. According to the
officials associated with the
COVID-19 Central Control
Room in Imphal, three have
been taken for testing and the
remaining 11 are being exam-
ined.

Manipur Director General
of Police L. M. Khaute said any-
one from the state who attend-
ed the religious congregation or
who stayed in the vicinity of the
venue or passed near it should
get themselves tested at the
nearest government hospital
failing which legal actions are
being contemplated against
them. IANS

Meerut: The second coronavirus patient died on
Wednesday in Meerut medical college. His son-in-law
is also admitted in the same hospital with Covid-19
infection. Both of them had been on ventilator since
the past two days.

The father-in-law, aged 72, had apparently got the
infection from his son-in-law who had come to Meerut
form Amravati in Maharashtra. Sixteen members of
the same family have also tested positive for Covid-
19 and are under medical observation.

The chief medical officer and other senior officials
had also visited the hospital to take stock of the
arrangements. Though the government spokesman
confirmed the death, he parried questions about the
doctors and other medical staff, attending on the
patients, being quarantined. This is the second coro-
navirus death in Uttar Pradesh. The first case was
reported form Gorakhpur where a youth from Basti
died on Monday evening in the BRD hospital. His sam-
ple report confirmed him as corona positive on
Wednesday. IANS

Lucknow: Several politi-
cians in Uttar Pradesh have
allocated money from their
respective MLA LADS
funds to provide face masks
and sanitizers for journalists
on reporting duty.

Leader of Opposition in
Assembly and Samajwadi
MLA Ram Govind
Chaudhary has directed the
District Magistrate of Ballia
to spend ��one lakh from
his MLA funds to buy the
protective gear for journal-
ists exposed to coronavirus
risk during field work.

Apna Dal MLC Ashish
Singh Patel has also given
�12 lakh from his funds for
journalists in Lucknow (�2
lakh), Noida (�3 lakh) and
�1 lakh each in Varanasi,
Prayagraj, Kanpur, Faizabad,
Meerut, Bareilly and

Mirzapur.
Samajwadi Party MLA

Shailendra Yadav Lalai has
given �one lakh for jour-
nalists in his constituency in
Jaunpur district.

According to Ashish
Singh Patel, he has seen
journalists visiting hospitals
and other places during the
course of their professional
duties, which makes them
susceptible to corona infec-
tion."I feel that masks and
sanitizers should be made
available to them to protest
them from the virus," he
said. IANS

Bengaluru: City police arrested a
man for selling counterfeit ther-
mometers at an exorbitant price,
used for thermal screening and
seized 70 instruments, an official
said on Wednesday.

"We have arrested Keshav
under IPC section 420 for selling
the fake thermometers at ��16,000
each," Deputy Commissioner of
Police Kuldeep Jain told IANS.

Keshav was nabbed in
Rajajinagar, within the limits of the
Subramanyanagar police station.

Jain said Keshav procured the
thermometers from Chennai at 
�2,000 each, purported to have
been manufactured in China.

"Because they were imported
there is no MRP, people were just
buying and preliminary investi-
gation suggested that a few taluka

health officers (THOs) also pur-
chased them at 15,000 a piece with
the government money," Jain said.

Keshav was selling the fake
thermal screeners from a first
floor surgical shop to Government
agencies and any private individ-
ual. "These days everybody wants
a thermometer, even you feel like
you should have a thermometer to
check," he said, explaining how
some people are taking advantage
of the COVID-19 fear in the
masses.

Similarly, the Central Crime
Branch police arrested Shivkumar
for making and selling fake hand
sanitisers at an exorbitant
price."We have arrested Shivkumar
and seized 5,000 fake sanitiser bot-
tles. He was booked under IPC
Section 420," Jain said. IANS
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The Pinarayi Vijayan
Cabinet that met here on

Wednesday has given the in-
principle clearance to have a
salary challenge from all State
Government employees to col-
lect funds to handle the vari-
ous activities of Covid-19 of
the Kerala Government.

All State Government
employees have to contribute
one month's salary to the CM
Distress Relief Fund and it
could be done in instalments
also.

Kerala has at present 215
positive coronavirus positive
cases, with over 1.60 lakh peo-

ple under observation at
homes and hospitals.

As a first step the entire
cabinet decided that each one
of them will contribute �one
lakh each and it has already
been done by Vijayan.

On Tuesday, Vijayan held
talks with a section of the
employee's representatives and
it has been more or less agreed
upon, even as talks have to take
place with a few other organ-
isations.

Meanwhile, Leader of
Opposition Ramesh
Chennithala reacting to the
salary challenge told the media
that they have no issues with
this.
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Adopting a more aggressive
approach towards contain-

ing spread of Covid-19, the
Jammu & Kashmir adminis-
tration on Wednesday decided
to conduct testing of over 2000
contact persons of positive
cases with immediate effect.

At present 58 active cases,
48 in Kashmir division and 10
in Jammu division, are under-
going treatment in different
hospitals.Addressing a press
conference late Wednesday
evening, spokesman of Jammu
& Kashmir Government and
Principal Secretary, Rohit
Kansal told reporters, "we plan
to test every single one of the
2000 contacts that we have
identified". 

He said, these contact per-
sons were traced as a result of
a vigorous   contact tracing
exercise undertaken by the dif-
ferent wings of the administra-
tion.  So far 62 cases have test-

ed positive in J&K, he added.
"Out of these 58 are active cases
including 48 from Kashmir
division and 10 from Jammu
division".  

Kansal said, a total number
of 17041 cases are under sur-
veillance. Kansal told reporters,
Jammu & Kashmir has been
testing cases aggressively. Our
testing rate has been nearly 77.5
per million,one of the highest
in the country and next only to
Kerala.

Due to sudden spike in
positive cases, concerns were
raised as it became clear that
large number of suspected cases
of coronavirus, who may have
come in contact with religious
teachers and identified positive
cases, went untraceble and may
lead to further spread of cases
in rural pockets of vulnerable
districts.

More than 30 villages
across eight districts of Jammu
& Kashmir have already been
declared 'red zones by the gov-

ernment, thoroughly restricting
movement of people from one
place to another. 

At present, 52 patients have
been kept in hospital isolation,
516 under hospital quarantine,
and 3961 under home surveil-
lance. Out of 977 samples, 911
have tested negative and reports
of  four are awaited. 

Meanwhile, in Srinagar,
two hundred and thirty-six
(236) persons who were shift-
ed into administrative quaran-
tine upon their return to
Srinagar two weeks ago were
discharged Wednesday after
successfully completing their
14-day quarantine period.

All these persons had
returned from different over-
seas countries with most of
them having returned from
Bangladesh. At present there are
around 1900 persons who have
been put under administrative
quarantine in Srinagar after
their return mostly from over-
seas countries.

Jaipur: Around 183 residents
of Rajasthan, including five
foreigners from Nepal, who
attended the Tablighi Jamaat
event held in Delhi last month
have been identified.

They reportedly entered
13 districts of the state recent-
ly and will be screened, said
Director General of Police
Bhupendra Singh on
Wednesday. He said these peo-
ple entered Jhunjhunu, Dausa,
Alwar, Tonk, Shri Ganganagar,
Bharatpur, Karauli, Jodhpur,
Barmer, Hanumangarh, Churu
and Jaipur City.

It is possible that Tablighi
members coming here from
other states also came in con-
tact with Markaz in Delhi.
"Directions have been issued to
the District Magistrates and
District Superintendents of
Police to screen these people
and then opt for medical iso-
lation and quarantine pro-
ceedings," said Singh.

A thorough investigation
was made to identify the resi-
dents of Rajasthan who went to
attend the Tablighi Jamaat in
Nizamuddin, Delhi and came
in touch with other members
of the Jamaat, and then
returned to the state, Singh
said. IANS
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Jaipur: A total of 13 new cases of COVID-
19 positive patients was reported on
Wednesday in Jaipur, taking the total tally
to 89 in Rajasthan which when counted
with 17 evacuees from Iran, who tested
positive in Jodhpur, counted 106 in State,
confirmed health officials.

All 13 are the contacts of the first per-
son who tested positive in Ramganj a few
days ago. They have been kept in isolation
at the Rajasthan University of Health
Services and NIMS and samples were taken
from there, said Additional Chief Secretary
Rohit Kumar Singh.

The man who tested positive a few
days ago after returning from Oman is now
been termed as a super-spreader as he also
infected his friend a day after he returned.

Thereafter, his mother and son tested
positive and then on Monday, 10 more

patients from the same family also tested
positive.

Now, with 13 patients testing positive,
it seems Ramgunj is coming up as yet
another hotspot in the state with 25
patients earlier testing positive from the
same location.

On Tuesday, Additional Chief
Secretary Rajeev Swaroop ordered the seal-
ing of all the boundaries of the walled city
in Jaipur, which has been already under
curfew since last four days.

Except essential services, he ordered
zero mobility in this area and appealed to
all residents to cooperate with the health
teams who are visiting the locality to con-
duct health surveys.

He also said legal action shall be taken
against those flouting the curfew norms in
this region. IANS
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On the recommendations of the
Empowered Group of Officers

10, the Centre on Wednesday
launched the National Monitoring
Dashboard to ensure timely imple-
mentation of COVID 19 Response
Activities.  

Over 300 public grievances,
including those related to non-adher-
ence of the ongoing lockdown and
request for rescue from foreign coun-
tries, have been received by the cen-
tral government under a recently-
launched mechanism.  The dashboard
was launched by Minister of State for
Personnel Jitendra Singh.According to
officials, the nature of grievances relat-
ed to quarantine facilities, lockdown

not being adhered to complaints,
essential supplies related complaints,
examination related complaints,
rescheduling of interest repayments
on loans, evacuation requests from
foreign countries.“Out of the total 336
public grievances, 28 were on "lock-
down not adhered to", 25 were
"requests for rescue from foreign
countries" and 14 were related to
"quarantine”. On Day 1 of the launch,
the dashboard received 43 griev-
ances of Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, 31 grievances of
Ministry of External Affairs and 26
grievances of Ministry of Finance. A
total of nine were related to "inade-
quate facilities in hospitals", seven
were "examination-related", six were
"stuck at some place due to lock-

down", five "essential supplies not
being provided", four were related to
"harassment" and one was on "prob-
lem in donating to the PM-CARES
Fund", the officials said.It aims to
ensure timely redress of COVID-19
grievances. Directions have been
issued to all ministries and depart-
ments to prioritize these grievances
and provide redress in three
days.There were 101 suggestions
received by the government and 136
public grievances fell under "others"
categories, they said. Giving further
details of grievances related to non-
compliance of lockdown, an official
said, people claimed that "private sec-
tor employees were still being called
at work" and also "postal department
was calling employees to work". 
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With the Chinese making a
conciliatory statement, the
war of words — of accusa-
tions and counter accusa-
tions — between the US

and China appears to be thawing. As the
epicentre of the pandemic has shifted from
China to Europe and the US, there may be
a window of opportunity. With the  success-
ful handling of the Coronavirus crisis, even
as the rest of the world is grappling with
the menace, China maybe eyeing to squeeze
diplomatic capital out of such a humani-
tarian overture. It’s truly a case of schaden-
freude. Foreign leaders, from the Serbian
President Aleksandar Vucic to the
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban
and Italy’s Foreign Minister Luigi Di Maio,
have all thanked China loudly for the med-
ical supplies and teams of doctors received
by them while at the same time chiding
their neighbours for abandoning them.
Spain has already decided to buy medical
equipment and supplies from China worth
a few hundred million US dollars. 

Pakistan is reported to have opened its
land border with China on the Karakoram
highway in order to receive a generous con-
signment of medical supplies. In fact, an
informal offer of building makeshift hos-
pitals in India to treat COVID-19 patients
on the pattern of the set-up in Wuhan also
exists. And despite all the controversies,
China continues to be the biggest suppli-
er of medical equipment to the US.

Talking of controversies, there are
some, which refuse to die, even with the
passage of time. Considering the wide-
spread human interest involved, some of
these continue to be kept alive by conspir-
acy theories. In the context of Coronavirus,
a lot has already appeared in the media but
in a latest salvo, US President Donald
Trump has targetted the World Health
Organisation (WHO) while China has spo-
ken strongly in support of the global
health body. However, there is a back-
ground to the accusations made by America
vis-a-vis the WHO.

Its contention is that despite the disease
in its initial stages remaining confined to
Wuhan, where the virus first caused an out-
break, it was neither tagged with China nor
the province. Even when all the details were
not available, it could have been tagged geo-
graphically or simply named as the Chinese
virus. It was much later that the WHO
named it as COVID-19, avoiding any
mention of China. On the other hand, we
have seen in the past, Spanish flu, Japanese
encephalitis, German measles and some
other country or place specific diseases,
breaking the geographical barriers to
become international pandemics. China has
somehow managed to escape this 
tagging. 

We are aware that both H5N1 bird flu
and Severely Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(SARS) had originated from the Chinese

province of Guangdong. Yet,
both these, even at their peaks,
had managed to avoid the
Chinese tag.

Sometimes, the name tags
can also be greatly misleading
with disastrous results. It is now
known that the 2009 pandem-
ic, which was popularly known
as the Swine flu, was actually
spread by humans and not
pigs. But in its attempt to pre-
vent contagion, a country in the
Middle East mistakenly slaugh-
tered a few lakh pigs.

Undeniably, there appears
to be a certain degree of poli-
tics attached with the nomen-
clature of labelling such fatal
diseases. In this regard, the
decisions are taken at the level
of the WHO, which hosts the
International Classification of
Diseases (ICD). The current
guidelines for nomenclature
have been criticised by a num-
ber of scientific organisations. 

It is the general opinion
that by simply giving numbers
to alphabetic codes, people at
large are unable to appreciate
the gravity of the disease. For
instance, the letters HN denote
the genetic size and sequence of
the virus Hemagglutinin
Neuraminidase. On the other
hand, geographical labels tend
to convey some very useful

information for the world at
large.

By leveraging their finan-
cial clout over certain interna-
tional institutions, the Chinese
have disturbed the existing
order. This has not gone well
with Western powers, who in
any case had been increasing-
ly looking inwards. Besides,
there has been the question of
financial support to such insti-
tutions, too. This is bound to
make an impact on the post-
Corona economic revival. In
the given situation, the Chinese
stand to gain substantially at the
cost of others and emerge as a
domineering influence cannot
be ruled out.

Such a situation was in the
making for a long time. In fact,
ever since the economic down-
turn of 2008-09 and with the
drying up of resources, there
appeared to be some kind of a
vacuum as far as investments in
Europe were concerned. This
space was readily occupied by
China. 

According to data com-
piled by the Institute for Studies
in Industrial Development
(ISID), New Delhi, the Chinese
investments in Europe between
2010-17 have been of the order
of $318 billion, which is 45 per
cent more than their invest-

ments in the US. In fact, they
have been targetting technolo-
gies that can, in the long run,
provide a key to their own crit-
ical infrastructure. During this
period, China has taken over
360 European companies, rang-
ing from Pirelli & cSpA of Italy
to Kuka AG robotics of
Germany. ChemChina, a
chemical firm in China, has
acquired the Swiss giant
Syngenta for $46 billion. The
penetration of the communica-
tion giant Huawei with its 5G
networks has already raised
enough of hackles among the
NATO countries.

It is in the backdrop of
these developments that the
post-Corona scenario must be
viewed. The Chinese are mak-
ing a quick economic revival
with heavy investments  while
other nations are still reeling
under the virus onslaught. This
coupled with China’s outreach
programme for medical and
humanitarian aid are bound to
pay it handsome dividends.
For the decades to follow, the
next few months are going to be
crucial for politics, economy,
diplomacy and the world order.

(The writer is a former
Governor and a Senior Advisor
at the Pranab Mukherjee
Foundation)
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Sir — There may be theories that
other nations may have a milder
version of the Coronavirus but its
duration and transmission out-
side the human body is still the
same. Distancing is only a stop-
gap, not the silver bullet. We must
not be complacent because India
has registered far lesser cases than
China, Italy or the US. For, we
may just be in the primary incu-
bation phase whereas other
nations are in advanced stages.

Unless we start a massive test
programme based on excellent
algorithms on data, we are sure to
find too late that social distanc-
ing has its limitations. China, the
epicentre of the virus, undertook
draconian isolation measures but
it was mass testing that helped it
keep casualties in check. 

The US failed in isolating its
citizens but is now trying to
redeem the position undertaking
million tests per week. South
Korea was the smartest. It simul-
taneously went for testing and iso-
lation. Let us not be lulled by data
when tests are yet to be greatly
scaled up.

R Narayanan
Navi Mumbai

�����	�	�������	����

Sir — In times of crisis, benevo-
lent hands should come forward
to reach out to the poor and the
unprivileged. Genuine feelings
towards the affected sow the

seeds of charity. The “reverse gift”
of life is giving back to society. In
doing so, no one will become
poor. In view of the spread of the
Coronavirus pandemic, contribu-
tions made by the people can
strengthen India’s battle against
the infection. Generous donations

have come but more is needed. 
In particular, efforts of the

Kerala Government need to be
applauded. The Pinarayi Vijayan
Government rolled out a �20,000
crore financial package to miti-
gate the impact of the deadly virus
and counter its economic fallout.

Its efforts to help migrant work-
ers stuck at the borders, too, have
been commendable. The State has
taken steps to ensure the welfare
of the labourers and treated them
as its guests. Most of them have
preferred staying back. 

Ganapathi Bhat
Akola

�����	�����	�����

Sir — The quote, “Uneasy lies the
head that wears a crown” is very
apt in the case of Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan, who is
very much upset over the suici-
dal deaths in his State for want of
alcohol as beverages outlets were
closed due to the lockdown.
Taking a lenient stand towards
boozers, Vijayan kicked off a
controversy by directing the State
Excise Department to provide
liquor to those carrying medical
prescriptions. The truth of the
matter is that it’s difficult for
addicts to give up on drinking.
The Chief Minister has a peculiar
situation to deal with.

TK Nandanan
Chennai
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The spread of the deadly Coronavirus
through human-to-human transmission
and the growing number of fatalities are giv-

ing birth to all kinds of conspiracy theories, blame
games and racism. However, the growing prefer-
ence for isolation, erection of walls, closing of
boundaries, restrictions on travel and tourism are
also exhibiting that the world is no longer a glob-
al village and we are now divided into numerous
Google villages. 

The ills of globalisation and relative interde-
pendence are visible in the acute dearth of pro-
tective gear for fighting the contagion, even in the
mightiest of all countries, the US. Since China is
the largest producer of protective gear like masks,
ventilators, respirators, protective suits and test-
ing kits, America’s helplessness and dependence
on China, which controls 95 per cent of the US
market for the supply of these kits, are easily under-
standable. This is a warning sign for not just the
global super power but also for other nations that
they need to reduce such dependence and start
production of everything, which used to be out-
sourced for manufacturing to China or other
countries. The Coronavirus is shaping up to be
an enormous stress test for globalisation. As crit-
ical supply chains break down, nations hoard med-
ical supplies and limit travel, the crisis is forcing
a major re-evaluation of the interconnected
global economy. Not only has globalisation
allowed for the rapid spread of contagious disease
but it has fostered deep interdependence between
firms and nations that makes them more vulner-
able to unexpected shocks. Now, firms and
nations alike are discovering just how vulnerable
they are.

Another major impact of the Coronavirus is
the fact that it is challenging and redefining the
world order as we know it. The inability of the US
to quickly control the spread of this virus and save
the lives of its citizens has exposed the weakness
and lack of vision of the US leadership in taking
stock of the situation and providing the much-
needed guidance to the administration. As a result,
the number of casualties today in the country has
crossed the number of deaths in China, where the
whole nightmare began. 

The status of the US as a global leader has been
built not just on wealth and power but also on the
legitimacy that flows from its domestic gover-
nance, provision of global public goods and the
ability and willingness to muster and coordinate
a global response to crises. The Coronavirus pan-
demic is testing all three elements of US leader-
ship and so far Washington is failing the test.

On the other hand, as this deadly virus trav-
elled from China’s Wuhan province to virtually
every part of the globe, therefore, primarily China
is being considered the villain by the world. This
is also in major part due to the fact that it con-
cealed the information about the contagion for a
long time. Had it informed the global village in
time, the precautions, which are being taken now,
could have been taken earlier and the large-scale
spread of the virus could have been averted. 

At present, the concerns about the dominance
of the world order through economics, expansion
of trade, commerce and route connectivity have
taken a back seat and the control of the pandem-
ic has taken a front seat.  Though by locking down
Wuhan province through draconian measures,
China succeeded in containing the spread of the
outbreak to other parts of the country, hiding the
news of the contagion, it was unable to prevent
its spread to the rest of the world. Apart from the

42,352 people across the globe who have
died because of the Coronavirus, the
other big casualty of the pandemic is the
global village-based world order, as
now every country has sealed its borders
and even flights have been grounded for
now. Currently, the only thing that is
keeping the world united and linked is
the internet as the Google village is avail-
able for accessing and exchanging infor-
mation and ideas. 

After being castigated and ostracised
by the world community for hiding and
spreading the virus globally, the Chinese
President sought India’s support to con-
front its isolation and face the world
bravely. Even in the time of a crisis,
China has not forgotten its world-dom-
ination ambitions and in order to show
its greatness and maintain its status as
a major power on the world stage, as a
goodwill gesture, it is willing to share its
experiences and strategy with India. 

As the US fumbles around, China is
moving quickly and adeptly to take
advantage of the opening created by
Trump’s mistakes, filling the vacuum to
position itself as the global leader in the
response to a major crisis. It is working
to tout its own system, provide materi-
al assistance to other countries and even
organise other Governments. But the
world community, including the US, is
not going to forget what China has done
and how Beijing is using this opportu-
nity to increase its military and econom-
ic might by offering to supply the med-
ical necessities to Europe and the US.  

Beijing’s move to block the recent-
ly-called United Nations Security
Council meet on the Coronavirus pan-
demic also indicates that China is aspir-
ing hard to maintain its image of a gen-
erous leader of the world, ready to help
with loans and equipment. 

Chinese attempts clearly hint that

this pandemic will surely change the
global scenario but the power game will
remain unhampered because China,
even in the wake of the crisis, is not leav-
ing any stone unturned to make its pres-
ence felt in the Indo-Pacific. 

Although it was felt that the
COVID-19 outbreak would halt China’s
overseas investments, interestingly the
signals coming from China right now
indicate that it is not likely to stop invest-
ment in its ambitious  Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) project and will also keep
on exploring the possibility of grabbing
new markets for its goods, commodities
and investments. Because, through this
it can fill the power gap and make its
presence and power felt in the Indo-
Pacific region, particularly in the BRI
countries.

According to reports, recently
Chinese military aircraft carried out anti-
submarine drills in the contested South
China Sea (SCS), to respond to patrols
by US warships, which suggest that
Coronavirus or no Coronavirus, China
is not going to mend its ways, tone down
its assertiveness and leave any opportu-
nity to exhibit its power politics. The
claims of controlling the COVID-19 in
Wuhan have made it more aggressive
than ever. Even though the People’s
Liberation Army’s (PLA’s) activities on
the Tibetan plateau have reduced due to
the outbreak, PLA intrusions were
recently reported from Naku-la, south
of the watershed in northern Sikkim, a
border said to be “settled” by China.

In view of China’s obvious moves
for domination, most of the countries,
including the World Health
Organisation, are looking at the other
major power in the region India’s
response and efforts to confront this
challenge, with interest and anxiety.

If this crisis is not handled careful-

ly by India, the death toll and the num-
ber of sick people would be unimagin-
able and would take the country back by
decades, something which would not be
in favour of New Delhi and its allies as
they look to stop China’s march.

In this context,  it would be appro-
priate to highlight that while in the
domestic sector, India is taking all nec-
essary steps to contain the outbreak, it
is also at the forefront of the fight against
Coronavirus internationally.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s call
for cooperation to fight the pandemic in
the SAARC countries places the nation
at the front and centre of the fight against
the pandemic in the region and gives it
a place at the global power high table.
With the creation of the $10 million
SAARC Emergency Fund to fight
COVID-19, India has also supplied
testing equipment and sanitisers to the
Maldives, Sri Lanka, Afghanistan, Nepal
and Bangladesh. In a recent meeting, the
G-20 group also pledged to introduce $5
trillion into the global economy to
blunt the effect of the virus. Prime
Minister Modi has also advocated the
need for developing a new crisis man-
agement protocol to deal with global
health issues, which indicates patient and
good leadership and signals India’s
effective presence in the global power
scenario.  The seriousness and gravity
shown by the Indian leadership and
appeals to people for restraint and
determination are a great example of eth-
ical leadership in the time of a crisis. The
well-timed lockdown and appeals by the
leadership for social isolation are allow-
ing all of us to forget the concept of glob-
al village and just turn into a Google vil-
lage with limited exposure to people but
unlimited contacts for our well-being.

(The writer is Vice-Chancellor HNB
Garhwal University, Srinagar, Garhwal)
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As the old proverb goes, “Every
dark cloud has a silver lining.”
The ongoing COVID-19 crisis,

too, has a silver lining as it has given
the environment the much-needed
break from the relentless   degrada-
tion and exploitation by mankind. 

The Earth is healing itself even as
its biggest “parasite”   humanity,
grapples with the virus by practising
social distancing amid strict lock-
downs. Suddenly, the urban as well as
peri-urban areas have started experi-
encing a resurgence of nature as the

lockdowns have brought with them
fresh air, clearer skies and the revival
of urban wildlife. 

Social media is abuzz with citizens
posting pictures of the night sky glit-
tering with stars that were not visible
till now in most cities due to the pol-
lution. They are also posting videos
of wildlife like deer, Blue Bulls, the rare
Indian Civet and so on, straying into
towns. There are more birds singing
these days and the flora is actually
looking green instead of the usual
dusty brown. The light showers in the
last few weeks have only helped to fur-
ther bring down pollution and fresh-
en up nature.

The city of Wuhan, the epicentre
of the COVID-19 pandemic, has
been witnessing clear blue skies and
fresh air instead of the usual low-
hanging smog. In fact, satellite images
of China collated by the National
Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA), showed
major reduction in Nitrogen Dioxide

(NO2) levels due to the restrictions
imposed in the wake of the virus con-
tainment efforts. The European Space
Agency (ESA) also reported similar
findings of a drop in NO2 levels across
Europe, especially Italy. The canals of
Venice, now devoid of the boat traf-
fic, sport clearer waters with a fresh
spurt in aquatic life. 

Furthermore, the suspension of
all air traffic in most parts of the
world, including India, and  the lack
of vehicular traffic on roads due to the
lockdowns have considerably reduced
pollution levels and especially eased
particulate matter (PM) 2.5 woes.

Stanford University has conduct-
ed a research on the long-term ben-
efits of this current rejuvenation of the
planet and the study showed that
humanity will stand to benefit
tremendously in future due to the
respite received by the environment.
These benefits would translate into
lives being saved on account of
reduced pollution levels of the PM 2.5

kind, which claim lives of children and
the elderly. 

The study’s findings were even-
tually published in the interdiscipli-
nary group, Global Food, Environment
and Economic Dynamics (GFEED).
Other research data from across the
world also supports these findings and
additionally suggests that China is
currently experiencing a 25 per cent
drop in carbon dioxide emissions
which is equivalent to 200 tonnes.

Research aside, the fact that it
required a pandemic for the environ-
ment to experience this much-
required relief and recovery is
appalling. Our daily routines do not
offer any concessions or respite for the
environment. Neither do the period-
ic climate conferences, which become
a battleground of opposing views but
witness very little meaningful action
in the best interests of the planet. In
India, too, the peak polluting months
compel us to adopt environmental-
conservation measures in a half-

hearted manner. Compliance with
regulations then is not anywhere
near the current level of obedience
that we are witnessing regarding the
lockdowns. This is unfortunate as it
shows that we humans respond with
sincerity only when our lives are
threatened. 

The current phase can be a major
learning curve for the Indian
Government and environmental
authorities. The pattern of public
behaviour and response to a matter
of community emergency is evident
here and the Government must take
note of the same. So that in future,
when environmental conditions wors-
en and require a community-based
action, the Government can follow a
similar methodology. This is essential
because the current lockdown rules
— though not 100 per cent success-
ful — have been followed sincerely by
many of the citizens.

The current situation also high-
lights another important aspect of

how nations and governments mea-
sure the real-time improvement or
deterioration of the environment.
The authoritative and authentic satel-
lite visuals of the ESA and NASA were
relied upon to draw conclusions on
the state of the environment of China
and Europe. India, too, must stop pol-
itics over environmental assessment
and data collection and instead rely
on impartial international data. This
will provide the real picture and dis-
able any attempts at manipulation of
State agency data by vested interests.

The rejuvenation of the Earth
comes as a succor at the time of
anguish and pain to mankind. Every
human being pauses, even if it is for
a second, to marvel at the beauty of
nature and forgets the hardships
being faced in this difficult time. If
humanity needs a break from this
pandemic, the environment needs a
break from us. 

(The writer is an environmental
journalist)
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Late last year — long before
most people had heard of

the new coronavirus now
sweeping the globe  — scien-
tists in Germany sprang into
action to develop a test for the
virus that was causing an
unusual respiratory disease in
central China.

They had one by mid-
January — and labs around the
country were ready to start
using it just weeks later, around
the same time that Europe’s
most populous country regis-
tered its first case.

“It was clear that if the epi-
demic swept over here from
China, then we had to start
testing,” said Hendrik Borucki,
a spokesman for Bioscientia
Healthcare, which operates 19
labs in Germany.

That quick work stands in
stark contrast to delays and
missteps in other countries.
Coupled with Germany’s large
number of intensive care beds
and its early social distancing
measures, it could explain one
of the most interesting puzzles
of the COVID-19 pandemic:
Why are people with the virus
in Germany currently dying at

much lower rates than in
neighboring countries?

The numbers are remark-
able: As confirmed cases in
Germany passed 71,000, the
death toll Wednesday was 775,
according to a tally kept by
Johns Hopkins University. In
contrast, Italy has reported
almost 106,000 infections and
more than 12,400 deaths, while
Spain has more than 102,000
cases with over 9,000 deaths. 

France has four times as
many virus deaths as Germany
and Britain has twice as many,
even though both countries
have fewer reported infections.

There may be many factors
at play, but experts said early on
that fast and widespread test-
ing gave Germany an edge. 

“The reason why we in
Germany have so few deaths at
the moment compared to the
number of infected can be
largely explained by the fact
that we are doing an extreme-
ly large number of lab diag-
noses,” said virologist Dr.
Christian Drosten, whose team
developed the first test for the
new virus at Berlin’s Charité
hospital — established over
300 years ago to treat plague
victims.
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For the first time since the
COVID-19 outbreak, China

on Wednesday revealed the
presence of 1,541 asympto-
matic cases carrying the dead-
ly novel coronavirus, raising
concerns of a second wave of
infections amid the relaxation
of stringent measures in the
country initiated to contain the
deadly disease.

Asymptomatic coronavirus
cases are those who carry the
virus but do not show any
symptoms and can cause spo-
radic clusters of infections. In a
surprise announcement on
Tuesday, China’s National
Health Commission (NHC)
said it would begin to release the
data of asymptomatic patients.
A total of 1,541 asymptomatic
patients infected with COVID-
19 have been put under medical
observation in China by the end
of Monday, including 205
imported cases, state-run
Xinhua news agency quoted the
NHC in a statement.

Besides the asymptomatic
cases, there are reports of 35
new imported cases and one
domestic infection, NHC said
on Wednesday. The total num-
ber of imported cases has risen
to 806, it said. Seven more peo-
ple have died of the disease, tak-
ing the total number to 3,312.

As of Tuesday, a total of
81,554 confirmed cases of the
COVID-19 had been reported
on the Chinese mainland.

The announcement about
asymptomatic cases came as the
other countries are including
asymptomatic cases in their
number of confirmed cases for
their potential to infect others.
Hong Kong-based South China
Morning Post reported that the
data suggested that by the end of
February, more than 43,000 peo-
ple in mainland China had test-
ed positive for the coronavirus
but had no immediate symp-
toms. They were not included in
the official tally of the con-
firmed cases. There is no official
explanation why these cases
have not been included earlier.
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The UK reported its biggest
single-day coronavirus toll

of 563 on Wednesday, taking
the total number of COVID-19
deaths in the country to 2,352.

The Department of Health
said 29,474 people have tested
positive for the virus, an
increase of 4,324 cases since on
Tuesday, as the country
remains under lockdown with
the Government’s advice for
people to stay at home and
observe strict social distancing
when outside for exercising or
buying essentials.

The latest virus positive
tests mark an increase of near-
ly 20,000 confirmed cases in
the UK in just one week.

The Government has said
its focus remains on ramping
up testing for frontline National
Health Service (NHS) staff,
who are treating the rising
number of patients coming
through hospitals and clinics.

Downing Street spokesper-
son for British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson  who remains in
self-isolation after his COVID-
19 diagnosis last week — con-
firmed more than 2,000 NHS

frontline staff in England have
been tested for coronavirus
since the outbreak began in a
push to get healthy self-isolat-
ing medics back to work.

UK Cabinet Office
Minister Michael Gove had

said on Tuesday that a shortage
of chemicals needed for the
tests meant the NHS, which
employs 1.2 million in England,
could not screen greater num-
bers of its staff for the virus.

Meanwhile, several

makeshift hospitals are becom-
ing functional across the UK as
the NHS aims to boost its bed
capacity to cope with the grow-
ing number of COVID-19
cases. It follows the conversion
of London’s ExCel Centre into
NHS Nightingale — a 4,000-
bed hospital facility.

A push for more ventilators
is also in place as a new set of
manufacturers plan to deliver
the first batch by early next
week. “We are doing everything
we can to support our NHS staff
fighting this battle on the front-
line, and it’s crucial we get even
more ventilators there as soon
as possible,” said UK Health
Secretary Matt Hancock.

“We have seen a fantastic
response from businesses to
our call for a national effort --
and I’m delighted these com-
panies accepted the challenge
to save lives across the country,”
he said.

The Government said it
has provided a number of let-
ters of intent to purchase
potentially thousands more
ventilators with companies
who have credible designs,
subject to them passing the reg-
ulator and strict safety tests. 
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The heads of three global
agencies warned on

Wednesday of the risk of a
worldwide “food shortage” if
authorities fail to manage the
ongoing coronavirus crisis
properly. Many Governments
around the world have put
their populations on lockdown
causing severe slow-downs in
international trade and food
supply chains.

Panic buying by people
going into confinement has
already demonstrated the
fragility of supply chains as
supermarket shelves emptied in
many countries.

“Uncertainty about food
availability can spark a wave of
export restrictions, creating a
shortage on the global market,”
said the joint text signed by Qu
Dongyu, head of the UN’s

Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO), Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, direc-
tor-general of the World Health
Organization (WHO) and
Roberto Azevedo, director of
the World Trade Organisation
(WTO).

“In the midst of the
COVID-19 lockdowns, every
effort must be made to ensure
that trade flows as freely as pos-
sible, specially to avoid food
shortage(s)” from developing,
they said in their statement.
“When acting to protect the
health and well-being of their
citizens, countries should
ensure that any trade-related
measures do not disrupt the
food supply chain,” they added.

Over the longer term con-
finement orders and travel
restrictions risk causing dis-
ruptions in agricultural pro-
duction due to the unavail-

ability of agricultural labour
and the inability to get food to
markets.

“Such disruptions includ-
ing hampering the movement
of agricultural and food indus-
try workers and extending bor-
der delays for food containers,
result in the spoilage of per-
ishables and increasing food
waste,” said the three leaders.

They also stressed the need
to protect employees engaged
in food production, processing
and distribution, both for their
own health and that of others,
as well as to maintain food sup-
ply chains. “It is at times like
these that more, not less, inter-
national cooperation is essen-
tial,” they said. “We must
ensure that our response to
COVID-19 does not uninten-
tionally create unwarranted
shortages of essential items
and exacerbate hunger and
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Though factories have shut,
planes have been ground-

ed and cars left in the garage,
the coronavirus pandemic is
having very little impact on cli-
mate change, the World
Meteorological Organization
said Wednesday.

Any reductions in pollu-
tion and carbon dioxide emis-
sions are likely to be temporary,
said Lars Peter Riishojgaard,
from the infrastructure depart-
ment of the WMO, a United
Nations agency based in
Geneva.

“It does not mean much for
climate,” he told a virtual press

conference.
Riishojgaard said there was

a lot of media speculation
about what impact the global
pandemic might have on the
climate, greenhouse gas emis-
sions and longer-term global
warming.

“The answer to that is it
probably does not mean very

much,” he said.
While in the short term,

carbon dioxide emissions
would go down as cars stay put
and aircraft remain on the
ground, “we expect the impact
will be fairly short-lived,”
Riishojgaard said.

“The pandemic will be
over at some point and the

world will start going back to
work and with that, the CO2
emissions will pick up again,
maybe or maybe not to quite
the same level.”

He said visibility in cities
such as New Delhi had
improved because there were
fewer traffic-emitting fumes,
but cautioned that it was only

down to an “artificial halt” to
normal activity.

“You could see it as maybe
science experiment: what hap-
pens if all of a sudden we turn
the whole thing off?” said
Riishojgaard. 

“It will lead some people,
and perhaps also some gov-
ernments, to rethink.” He

reflected on China shutting
down much industrial pro-
duction during the Beijing
2008 Olympics.

“They demonstrated very
clearly that you can 
absolutely, if you have enough
control over the situation, you
can turn off the air pollution,”
he said.
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The US is headed for a “very
tough two weeks”, President

Donald Trump has warned,
advising people to be prepared
for the “hard days” 
ahead, as the country was at
war with a deadly coronavirus
pandemic that the White
House projects could claim
one to two lakh lives during the
next fortnight.

Trump’s remarks came as
Deborah Bix, a member of
White House Task Force on
coronavirus, based on a model
from actual data from the
ground, said the death toll in
the US could be between
1,00,000 to 2,00,000, with the
strict implementation of the
existing mitigation measures
including social distancing till
April 30.

If no steps were to be
taken, the death toll could
range between 1.5 million and
2.2 million, Brix said on a day

when the confirmed number of
coronavirus infections in the
US, according to the Johns
Hopkins Coronavirus Resource
Center website, zoomed to
over 1,89,500, adding more
than 25,000 new cases in a sin-
gle day and the fatalities rose to
over 4,000.

“I want every American to
be prepared for the 
hard days that lie ahead,” a
grim-faced Trump told reporters
on Tuesday at a briefing which
has now become his daily 
coronavirus press conference at
the White House for more than
10 days.

“We’re going to go through
a very tough two weeks and
then, hopefully, as the experts
are predicting, as I think a lot
of us are predicting after hav-
ing studied it so hard, we are
going to start seeing some real
light at the end of the tunnel.
But this is going to be a very
painful, very, very, very painful
two weeks,” Trump said.
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The worldwide number of
officially confirmed fatali-

ties from the novel coron-
avirus rose to 45,309 on
Wednesday. More than 902,715
declared cases have been reg-
istered in 186 countries and ter-
ritories since the epidemic first
emerged in China in
December. Of these cases, at
least 1,90,639 are now consid-
ered recovered.

The coronavirus pandem-
ic has claimed more than
30,000 lives in Europe alone, a
global tally showed on
Wednesday, in what the head of
the United Nations has
described as humanity’s worst
crisis since World War II.

Italy and Spain bore the
brunt of the crisis, accounting

for three in every four deaths
on the continent, as the grim
tally hit another milestone even
though half of the planet’s
population is already under
some form of lockdown in a
battle to halt contagion.

Spain reported a record
864 deaths in 24 hours, push-
ing the country’s number of
fatalities past 9,000.

The toll is only dwarfed by
Italy’s, where the virus has
killed nearly 12,500 people.

President Donald Trump
has warned of a “very, very
painful two weeks” as the
United States registered its
deadliest 24 hours of what he
called a “plague”. In a scramble
to halt the contagion, govern-
ments have shut schools, most
shops, and ordered millions of
people to work from home.

Cancellations of key events
on the global calendar have
swept both the sports and cul-
tural worlds, with the
Edinburgh arts festival the lat-
est to be scrapped.

For UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres, the extraor-
dinary upheaval spurred by the
virus presents a real danger to
the relative peace the world has
seen over the last few decades.

The disease “represents a
threat to everybody in the
world and... An economic
impact that will bring a reces-
sion that probably has no par-
allel in the recent past,” he said.

“The combination of the
two facts and the risk that it
contributes to enhanced insta-
bility, enhanced unrest, and
enhanced conflict are things
that make us believe that this

is the most challenging crisis
we have faced since the Second
World War.”

With most business activ-
ity grinding to a halt for an
undetermined period of time,
scenes of economic desperation
and unrest were emerging
across the globe.

In Italy, queues were
lengthening at soup kitchens
while some supermarkets were
reportedly pillaged.

Half a million more people
now need help to afford meals,
Italy’s biggest union for the
agriculture sector Coldiretti
said, adding to the 2.7 million
already in need last year.

“Usually we serve 152,525
people. But now we’ve 70,000
more requests,” confirmed
Roberto Tuorto, who runs a
food aid association. It was cru-

cial to “ensure that the economic
crisis unleashed by the virus
doesn’t become a security crisis,”
he warned. The economic pain
of lockdowns is especially acute
in poorer nations. 

In Tunisia several hun-
dred protested a week-old lock-
down that has disproportion-
ately hit the poor. “Never mind
coronavirus, we’re going to die
anyway! Let us work!” shouted
one protester in the demon-
stration on the outskirts of the
capital Tunis.

Africa’s biggest city Lagos
was just into its second full day
of lockdown on Wednesday —
but with some of the world’s
biggest slums, home to millions
who live hand-to-mouth, con-
tainment will be a challenge.

Wary of a collapse of the
world’s economy, the globe’s

leading central bankers have
pumped billions of liquidity
into the system.

In the European Union, the
terms of a rescue plan threat-
ened to divide the bloc.

Worst-hit Italy and Spain are
leading a push for a shared debt
instrument — dubbed “coron-
abonds”, but talk of shared debt
is a red line for Germany and
other northern countries.

The tone sharpened this
week, with some Italian politi-
cians even taking out an adver-
tisement in a major German
newspaper to remind Europe’s
biggest economy of WWII
debts to jolt it into action.

The economic cost of the
crisis was still piling up as lock-
downs remain at the forefront
of official disease-stopping
arsenals — a strategy increas-

ingly borne out by science.
Researchers said China’s

decision to shutter Wuhan,
ground zero for the pandemic,
may have prevented hundreds
of thousands of new cases.

“Our analysis suggests
that without the Wuhan travel
ban and the national emer-
gency response there would
have been more than 700,000
confirmed COVID-19 cases
outside of Wuhan” by mid
February, said Oxford
University’s Christopher Dye.

At the same time, focus is
now turning to how asympto-
matic cases may be fuelling the
spread.

Germany and France were
also ramping up testing of the
population to establish how
many already have immunity.

For now, the focus of the

health sector in the hardest hit
countries remains the scramble
for available facilities to treat
patients. Emergency hospitals
are popping up in event spaces
while distressed medical staff
make grim decisions about
how to distribute limited pro-
tective gear, beds and life-sav-
ing respirators.

In scenes unimaginable in
peacetime, around a dozen
white tents were erected to
serve as a field hospital in
New York’s Central Park. But
even with the extended capac-
ity, doctors say they are still
having to make painful choic-
es. “If you get a surge of patients
coming in, and you only have
a limited number of ventilators,
you can’t necessarily ventilate
patients,” Shamit Patel of the
Beth Israel hospital said.
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Taipei: It may be the global day for pranks but with the world
under assault from the deadly coronavirus pandemic many
Governments on Wednesday were warning against virus-
themed April Fools’ jokes — some even threatening jail.

The April 1 tradition sees families, web users and corpora-
tions embrace practical jokes. But few are in the mood as the glob-
al death toll mounts and billions remain under some form of lock-
down. Google, a company renowned for its elaborate annual stunts,
told its employees it would “take the year off from that tradition
out of respect for all those fighting the Covid-19 pandemic,”
according to an internal email obtained by Business Insider.

The deadly outbreak has already been accompanied by a del-
uge of online misinformation, making it harder for governments
to keep their citizens safe. Some are now threatening jail for virus
pranks. Taiwan, which has been held up as a model for how to
tackle an outbreak, warned people who spread false rumours that
they faced up to three years in jail and a TW$3 million fine
($100,000). 

“On April Fools’ Day we can exercise our sense of humour
if we have to but we can’t make jokes on the pandemic to avoid
breaking the law,” President Tsai Ing-wen posted on Facebook
alongside a photo of one of her cats. AFP
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GST collections in March
slipped below the   psy-

chological �1 lakh crore-mark
for the first time in four months
to �97,597 crore as COVID-19
lockdown that shut most busi-
nesses compounded tax col-
lection woes in an already
sluggish economy.

Goods and Services Tax
(GST) mop-up in March
recorded a 8.4 per cent decline
over March 2019 collection of
�1.06 lakh crore. The collec-
tions were lower on account of
dip in revenues from domestic
transactions as well as imports.

In the last four months —
November 2019-February 2020
— GST collection surpassed
the �1 lakh crore-mark. In
February, mop-up was �1.05
lakh crore, January (�1.10 lakh
crore), December (�1.03 lakh
crore) and November (�1.03
lakh crore). The number of
GST returns filed during
March was 76.5 lakh, lower
than 83 lakh filed in February
— reflecting poor compliance.

“The gross GST revenue
collected in the month of
March, 2020 is �97,597 crore of
which CGST is �19,183 crore,
SGST is �25,601 crore, IGST is
�44,508 crore (including
�18,056 crore collected on
imports) and Cess is �8,306
crore (including �841 crore
collected on imports),” a
finance ministry statement said

on Wednesday.
The Government has settled

�19,718 crore to CGST and
�14,915 crore to SGST from
IGST as regular settlement. The
total revenue earned by the
Central Government and State
Governments after regular set-
tlement in March, 2020 is
�41,901 crore for CGST and
�43,516 crore for the SGST, it
added. The ministry further
said that GST revenues from
domestic transactions has
shown a negative growth of 4 per
cent over March, 2019. Taking
into account the GST collected
from import of goods, the total
revenue during March, 2020 has
also decreased by 8 per cent over
March, 2019.

During this month, the GST
on import of goods has shown
a negative growth of (-) 23 per
cent as compared to March,
2019, the ministry added. For
the full financial year 2019-20,
the GST from domestic trans-
action has shown a growth rate
of 8 per cent over the revenues
in the preceding year. During
2019-20, GST from import on
goods fell by 8 per cent as com-
pared to the previous year.
Overall, gross GST revenues
grew at 4 per cent year-on-year.

Tax experts, however,
raised concern that GST col-
lection number is likely to
decline further next month on
account of disruption in eco-
nomic activity due to COVID-
19 outbreak.
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Markets began the new fis-
cal with yet another

bruising selloff on Wednesday
as global sentiment remained
grim due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic. Reversing the previous
session’s gains, the 30-share
BSE barometer Sensex slumped
1,203.18 points or 4.08 per cent
to finish at 28,265.31. 

Similarly, the NSE Nifty
tanked 343.95 points, or 4 per
cent, to close at  8,253.80. 

Global equities skidded as
weak factory data from Asia
and a steady rise in coronavirus
cases pointed to the tough
road ahead for the world econ-
omy. Dismal auto sales num-
bers and reports of India miss-
ing its fiscal deficit targets by a
wide margin further sapped
investor confidence here,
traders said. 

Tech Mahindra was the top
loser in the Sensex pack, crash-
ing 9.21 per cent, followed by
Kotak Bank (8.81 per cent), TCS
(6.23 per cent), Infosys (5.65 per

cent), Axis Bank (5.50 per cent)
and SBI (5.26 per cent).

Hero MotoCorp, Bajaj
Auto, Bajaj Finance and Titan
were the only gainers, spurting
up to 2.21 per cent.

According to traders,
domestic equities plunged in
tandem with global stocks as
no respite from the coron-
avirus pandemic seemed in
sight. Extensive lockdowns to
contain the spread of the virus
have severely hit business out-
look, they said.

Around the world, total
number of infected cases
surged past 8.6 lakh, while
deaths have crossed 42,000.

“The first day of the finan-
cial year started off on a nega-
tive note, impacted by the neg-
ative global markets and also
domestic uncertainties with
regards to banks’ stressed assets
and auto numbers. FIIs have
net sold around �62,000 crore
in Equity in March and with
virus infections increasing,
markets are anticipating a
worsening of the situation,”
said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services.  

All sectoral indices ended

with losses. BSE IT, teck,
bankex, telecom, finance,
FMCG and power indices fell
up to 5.58 per cent.

Broader BSE midcap and
smallcap indices ended up to
2.18 per cent lower. Domestic
auto majors like Maruti Suzuki
and Hyundai reported up to 47
per cent decline in March sales,
hit by the coronavirus-trig-
gered lockdown and weak con-
sumer sentiment.

New Delhi: The Cellular
Operators Association of India
(COAI) said, here on
Wednesday, no additional spec-
trum was required for main-
taining the network stability and
quality. COAI Director General
Rajan Mathews said over the
past few days, the industry has
seen flattening of traffic demand
on members’ networks.

The clarification comes days
after the telecom operators
requested the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT) for
additional spectrum to meet the
rising load on networks due to
the nationwide lockdown. As
streaming services and over-the-
top platforms had reduced con-
tent from HD to SD and telecom
operators had also taken other
measures, pressure on the net-
work had eased, he said. IANS
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The country’s leading car
makers Maruti Suzuki

India (MSI) and Hyundai
Motor reported steep drop in
sales in March as the transition
to BS-VI emission norms and
the COVID-19 lockdown
impacted the dispatches.

Tata Motors, Mahindra &
Mahindra (M&M) and Toyota
Kirloskar Motor (TKM) also

reported a double-digit decline
in domestic sales last month.

The country’s largest car
maker MSI saw its domestic
wholesales dip 46.4 per cent at
79,080 units last month as
against 1,47,613 units in March
2019. Sales of mini-cars com-
prising Alto and WagonR in
March 2020 stood at 15,988
units as compared to 16,826
units in the same month last
year, down 5 per cent.

Similarly, sales of compact
segment, including models
such as Swift, Celerio, Ignis,
Baleno and Dzire, fell 50.9 per
cent to 40,519 units, against
82,532 cars in March 2019.

Sales of utility vehicles,
including Vitara Brezza, S-
Cross and Ertiga, also 
declined 53.4 per cent to 11,904
units in March. 

Hyundai Motor India
reported 40.69 per cent decline
in domestic sales last month at
26,300 units, compared with
44,350 units in March 2019.

Similarly, M&M reported
90 per cent sales drop in the
domestic market in March to
6,130 units. It had sold 59,012
units in March 2019. 

“Our performance in
March has been muted on
account of the impact of the
current lockdown related to

Covid-19 and the disruption in
our BS-VI ramp-up plan,”
M&M Chief Executive Officer
(Automotive Division) Veejay
Ram Nakra said.

The latter was planned
between February and March
but was affected due to the
challenges of parts’ supply from
global and local suppliers, he
added. 

Tata Motors said its total
domestic sales were down 84
per cent at 11,012 units as com-
pared to 68,727 units in March
last year.

Passenger vehicles’ sales
were affected by the COVID-
19 outbreak and the subsequent

nationwide lockdown, Tata
Motors Passenger Vehicles
Business Unit President
Mayank Pareek said.

Similarly, TKM said its
domestic sales declined 45 per
cent to 7,023 units last month
as compared to 12,818 units in
March 2019.

“Even though the compa-
ny has been long successful in
liquidating all BS-IV stock and
transitioning to a 100 per cent
BS-VI manufacturing facility,
last month has been very chal-
lenging for us, both in terms of
sales as well as production,”
TKM Senior Vice-President
Naveen Soni said.
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US President Donald Trump
said on Tuesday he was

ready to help resolve an esca-
lating oil price war between
Russia and Saudi Arabia that
has helped push crude bench-
marks to 17-year lows.

The threat of a global
recession triggered by the coro-
navirus pandemic had already
hammered prices when 
Riyadh said last month it would
raise exports after a produc-
tion-cut agreement among top
producers flopped in early
March.

On Monday, Saudi Arabia

said it would increase exports
further to a record 10.6 million
barrels per day from May,
deepening a global supply glut
as crude recorded its biggest
monthly and quarterly price
plunges in history.

Trump said he had spoken
with his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin and Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed Bin
Salman by phone with the aim
of halting the slide.

“The two countries are
discussing it. And I am joining
at the appropriate time, if need
be,” Trump said.

Saudi Arabia had been
exporting around 7.0 million

barrels per day under an out-
put reduction agreement
among a 24-member produc-
er alliance known as OPEC+,
which included Russia. 

OPEC+ failed to reach an
agreement on further produc-
tion cuts to shore up sagging
prices as the coronavirus bat-
tered the global economy last
month.

Analysts say Riyadh is
engaged in a deliberate long-
term strategy to capture greater
market share by pressuring its
high-cost rivals.

“Saudi policy will not just
drive more expensive forms of
oil production out of the mar-

ket; it will also make it harder
for renewable energy to com-
pete with fossil fuels,” said
Bernard Haykel, a Saudi expert
at Princeton University.

The price war has also hit
shale oil producers in the US,
with Trump telling Tuesday’s
press conference that the pro-
duction dispute threatened
“thousands and thousands” of
jobs.

In a letter last week to US
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo, a group of US sena-
tors accused Saudi Arabia and
Russia of waging “economic
warfare against the United
States”. 
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Afghan Government repre-
sentatives have met with

the Taliban in Kabul for the
first time to discuss a prisoner
swap aimed at jump-starting a
floundering peace process, offi-
cials said on Wednesday.

The two sides met on
Tuesday and would meet again
on Wednesday for further talks
being observed by the
International Committee of
the Red Cross, Afghanistan’s
Office of the National Security
Council said on Twitter.

“The two sides held face-
to-face negotiations about the
release of Afghan National
Defense and Security Force
personnel as well as Taliban
prisoners,” the security council
said. It was the first time the
hardline Islamists had been
invited to Kabul to meet direct-
ly with Government officials
since they were toppled in the
US-led invasion of 2001. The
two sides had spoken previ-
ously in a videoconference to
discuss the prisoner issue.

Taliban spokesman
Zabihullah Mujahid told AFP

that a “technical team” was in
Kabul purely to facilitate the
prisoner swap, and not for
additional negotiations.

“The prisoners to be
released should be those whose
names are on the list... That is
why our technical team is there...
It is not a negotiation, and there
will be no political talks there”,
Mujahid said. Washington
signed a deal with the Taliban in
late February that promised the
withdrawal of US and foreign
troops from Afghanistan by
July next year, provided the
Taliban start talks with Kabul
and adhere to other guarantees.

The deal required the
Afghan Government — which
was not a signatory to the
accord — to free 5,000 Taliban
prisoners and for the insurgents
to release 1,000 pro-govern-
ment captives in return. The
imbalance is one of many
aspects of the agreement that
observers say gives the Taliban
the better bargain. The swap
was supposed to have taken
place by March 10, at which
point peace talks between the
Taliban and the government
were meant to begin.
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China-India relations are
standing at a new starting

point and facing new oppor-
tunities, Chinese President Xi
Jinping said on Wednesday,
exchanging congratulatory
messages with his Indian coun-
terpart Ram Nath Kovind on
the 70th anniversary of bilateral
diplomatic ties.

On April 1, 1950, India
became the first non-socialist
country in Asia to establish
diplomatic relations with the

People’s Republic of China.
In his message to Kovind,

Xi said China-India relations
have experienced “extraordi-
nary development” during the
past 70 years. With joint efforts
of both sides, the two countries
have established a strategic
and cooperative partnership
for peace and prosperity, and
are endeavouring to build an
even closer partnership of
development, he said.

The two sides enjoy
increasingly deepening bilateral
exchanges and cooperation in

various fields, and constantly
improving coordination on
important regional and inter-
national affairs, Xi, who held
two informal summits with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in Wuhan and later in
Mamallapuram in 2018 and
2019 which stabilised the bilat-
eral ties, said. Xi said he attach-
es great importance to the
development of bilateral rela-
tions with India and is willing
to work with President Kovind
to elevate China-India ties to a
higher level, so as to bring more

benefits to the two countries
and contribute more positive
energy to Asia as well as the
world, state-run Xinhua news
agency reported.   

President Kovind, in his
letter to his Chinese counter-
part Xi, conveyed warm greet-
ings, felicitations and good
wishes to the government and
the people of China.

He noted that the two sides
have made considerable
progress, especially in the last
few years, in enhancing their
bilateral engagement in a num-

ber of areas, including political,
economic and people-to-peo-
ple ties.

Messages of felicitations
were exchanged between the
presidents, prime ministers
and external affairs ministers of
India and China on the occa-
sion of the 70th anniversary of
the establishment of diplomat-
ic relations between the two
countries.   

In his message to Prime
Minister Modi, Chinese
Premier Li Keqiang said friend-
ly cooperation and mutual

benefit serve the fundamental
interests of the two countries
and peoples and will benefit
Asia and the world. 

Modi, in his message to Li,
said coravirus pandemic is a
reminder of the interconnect-
ed nature of the world and the
need for adopting a global
response to it. Modi also said
good bilateral relations are
conducive not only for the
two countries, but also impor-
tant from the perspective of
peace, stability and prosperity
of the region and the world.

Beirut: The war in Syria killed
103 civilians in March, marking
the lowest monthly non-com-
batant death toll since the start
of the conflict in 2011, a war
monitor said on Wednesday.

Of the total deaths, some 51
people were killed in shelling
and air strikes by the Syrian
regime, the Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights
said. The bulk of the remaining
casualties were caused either by
explosive remnants or mysteri-
ous “assassinations”, the
Observatory added.

The civilian death toll was

more than double that of
March in February, when a
regime offensive on Syria’s last
major rebel bastion was still in
full swing. According to the
Observatory, the number of
deaths that month stood at 275.
The war in Syria has left more
than 380,000 people dead since
it started nine years ago.

The highest civilian death
toll recorded in a month since
the start of the conflict was
1,590 in July 2016, when bat-
tles between rebels and the
regime raged in the northern
province of Aleppo. AFP
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New Delhi: Shares of public
sector banks closed the day on
a mixed note after the mega
merger of PSU lenders came
into effect from Wednesday.

As per the mega consoli-
dation plan, Oriental Bank of
Commerce and United Bank of
India merged into Punjab
National Bank (PNB);
Syndicate Bank into Canara
Bank; Andhra Bank and
Corporation Bank into Union
Bank of India; and Allahabad
Bank into Indian Bank.

Shares of Punjab National
Bank dropped 5.72 per cent,
while Canara Bank fell mar-
ginally by 0.17 per cent on the
BSE. In contrast, Indian Bank
gained 1.86 per cent and Union
Bank of India rose marginally
by 0.17 per cent.

The broader market
depicted a weak trend, with the
30-share BSE barometer tank-
ing 1,203.18 points or 4.08 per
cent to close at 28,265.31.

The consolidation exercise
assumes significance as it took
place at a time when the entire
country is under the grip of the
COVID-19 outbreak, which
has triggered a 21-day lock-
down. State-owned Punjab
National bank on Wednesday
said all nation-wide branches of
United Bank of India and
Oriental Bank of Commerce
has started functioning as PNB
branches. The amalgamation
of Punjab National Bank,
United Bank of India and
Oriental Bank of Commerce
has come into effect from 
April 1, 2020. PTI
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London: Stock markets sank
on Wednesday after US
President Donald Trump
warned of “a very, very
painful two weeks” to come
for the United States, whose
coronavirus death toll has
overtaken that of China.

European equities fell
hard, with London down 3.7
per cent in afternoon trading.
Tokyo earlier closed down 4.5
per cent. Wall Street opened
sharply lower, with the Dow
falling 4.0 per cent. Adding to
the gloom, UK banks axed
billions of pounds in share-
holder dividends and stock
buybacks after the Bank of
England requested the move
to boost liquidity as part of
measures to stimulate the
virus-hit economy.

Investor sentiment in
Europe was also knocked by
poor manufacturing survey
data, jangling market nerves
before Friday’s key US non-
farm payrolls figures. The
euro dropped against the
dollar and pound. “Trump’s
warning is the primary dri-
ver of today’s downturn,”
Oanda analyst Craig Erlam
told AFP. “It’s such a shift
from his previous views on
the impact of the coron-
avirus and finally an accep-
tance of how severe the sit-
uation is.”  Asian bourses also
dropped after a dire first
quarter for markets. AFP
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Three-month moratorium
on EMI payments offered

by banks is unlikely to bring
much relief to borrowers hit by
COVID-19 lockdowns as they
will have to bear the extra cost
of interest charged by lenders
and a longer repayment peri-
od, according to experts.

Experts feel that the three-
month moratorium on repay-
ment on loans to help people
fight the impact of coronavirus
seems to be benefiting banks
rather than borrowers as they
will have to pay accumulated
interest through increased
number of EMIs.

It is an expensive propo-
sition for any borrower to opt
for three-month suspension as
announced by the 
RBI under the relief measures
to mitigate the hardship of
those hit by the outbreak of
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Last Friday, the RBI had
announced that all term loans,
including retail and crop loans
and working capital payments,
will be covered by the three-
month moratorium. Banks
will now have discretion in
deciding the limits on work-
ing capital, with the RBI say-
ing that no payment miss
should be considered a default
and reported to credit infor-
mation companies.
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Can you recall the last time you
stepped out with your children
happily? When did you last shop

for yourself? Don’t you miss the coffee
breaks with your colleagues? Well, this
conversation might seem far-removed
from present day reality when the
world is facing a crisis. A large part of
the world, which wakes up to empty
streets due to COVID-19, has accepted
the lockdown and empty grocery stores
as a way of life.

The virus has become a social and
economic threat due to its global impact.
It has changed the way we eat, socialise,
work, play and travel. But what is even
more scary is that we have not found its
cure yet. Doctors and practitioners are
still in the process of researching on a
vaccine for this virus. Amidst  all this
crisis, there are experts who feel that fol-
lowing some Ayurvedic ways and build-
ing immunity can help us fight this
virus.

�9��3��������	����3��	
������3����

In Ayurveda, strong digestion plays
a vital role in fighting against any virus
and disease. Opting for a healthier
lifestyle and shifting towards organic
products are important steps to fight the
pandemic. Besides this, here are some
tips by Ayurveda expert, Acharya
Manish:
� As we all know, this is the time of
Navratra and people are fasting. Though
people usually do it because of religious
reasons but fasting at least once a week
is good for health. It detoxifies the body
and improves the immunity.
� During fast eat salads, vegetables, dry
fruit, seeds, coconut water and herbal
tea. This diet may prevent the spread of
the virus.
� Take ayurvedic herbs such as giloy,
turmeric, ashwagandha, tulsi and amla.
They are effective in improving the
immunity.
� Since the virus is caused  by coming
in contact with infected patients, avoid
that and follow hygiene guidelines like
frequent handwashing and isolating
oneself if there are any symptoms.
� Avoid heavy meals, eggs, meat and
fish these days.

� Use napkins, tissue paper while sneez-
ing and throw them in the bin after use.
� Try not to come in contact with any
animal.
� Drink hot water, also called ushan Jal
in Ayurveda. It is easily digestible and
removes toxins from the body. It also
helps to maintain the immunity of the
body and protects it from viral infec-
tions and respiratory problems — one
of the symptoms of the virus.
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You need to focus on building
immunity not just to fight Coronavirus
but all diseases caused by bacteria and
viruses. “You must have seen that many
people fall ill frequently or have cough
most of the time while some rarely fall
ill. This difference is because of the
immune system. The ones with weak
immunity frequently fall ill,” says Acharya
Manish.

He adds that adding tulsi, guduchi
and turmeric in diet can help in increas-
ing the immunity of the body. Eating
healthy food is the first step towards
boosting immunity. One should also
consume citrus fruits like oranges and
grapes regularly. They have vitamin
C which is believed to be effec-
tive in increasing the produc-
tion of white blood cells.
Broccoli also helps in
increasing the immunity
of the body as it contains
vitamin A, C, E and a lot
of fibre.

Ayurvedacharya Dr
Partap Chauhan, direc-
tor, Jiva Ayurveda, says
that one should ditch
regular tea. As we
work from home, our
routines have gone for
a toss. To cope with
work stress, we increase
our caffeine doses. But it is
time we replace our regular
caffeine dose with an Ayurvedic

tea. One can make it at home with gin-
ger, tulsi leaves and honey. These ingre-
dients are good for the respiratory sys-
tem and immunity too. Not only this,
these also give the added benefit of stress
relief.

Herbs like brahmi, ashwagandha,
jatamansi, sankhpuhspi, sarpgandha are
also great for reducing stress.
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����������	9
“Yoga is no longer a lifestyle fad, it’s

a necessity. Fix 30 minutes every morn-
ing for yoga. Composing your mind in
the morning will fortify it for stress

assaults all day long. Pick a calm spot
in your home, like your balcony or
near an open window and practice

Padmasana, Shavashana and other
forms,” says Dr Partap.

���������3�������		����9��3���
It is one of the oldest systems of tra-

ditonal medicine. The ancient wisdom in
this system has the potential to cure any
disease. But Acharya Manish questions
that why have people forgotten Ayurveda
and it’s importance? Well, probably
because it works slowly and people want
faster results.

“In this fast-paced life people are
sticking to allopathic medicines more as
they give faster results. This is because it
only kills the symptoms of the disease. On
the other hand, Ayurveda works on the
root cause. We need to focus on the fact
that Ayurveda has a solution for all the
diseases. It takes time but cures the dis-
eases properly without any side effects,”
adds Acharya Manish.

Actor Priyanka Chopra Jonas has
decided to donate $100,000 along

with the organisation BON V!V Spiked
Seltzer to the women out there who are
working for the betterment of society
amid the coronavirus pandemic.

Taking to her Instagram Story,
Priyanka revealed that she was sup-
posed to launch a promotional cam-
paign with the brand in the next few
weeks but due to the coronavirus pan-
demic, she decided to halt the plan. She
will now use the resources for the four
women who are in need.

She posted a video in which is seen
requesting her users to nominate such
women. “Our worlds changed quick-
ly, and needless to say, we couldn’t go
forward with our original plans to
launch this campaign. Each week I’ll
go live with @BONVIVSeltzer to
share the stories of four women who
are overcoming the struggles of our
new realities in their own powerful
way. If you know a woman we should
highlight, visit the link in my bio for
next steps. We are all in this together.
#togetherwomenrise #partner,”
Priyanka wrote.

The actor also issued a statement,
which read: “If you know a woman we
should highlight, share her story with
us, whether she is in the service
industry, from a large business, small
business owner, or first responders on
the front lines. We want to commem-
orate her. #TogetherWomenRise.”

The actor and her husband Nick
Jonas have also donated to organisa-
tions like the PM-CARES Fund,
Unicef, Feeding America and Goonj.

There are several other actors
from the industry who are doing
their bit. Actor Ajay Devgn will also
be donating ��51 lakh to Federation
of Western India Cine Employees
(FWICE) to aid daily wage film work-
ers, who have been left without jobs
due to the lockdown amid the ongo-
ing coronavirus pandemic.

Confirming the news, Ashok
Dubey, general secretary of FWICE,
said: “Ajay has pledged to donate � 51
lakh to FWICE. I’m glad that people
like Ajay and Rohit (Shetty) are help-
ing the daily wage workers who need
it the most during the downtime. We
have received more enquiries from

others wanting to provide monetary
help. We are providing them the
account details. I hope more and
more people come forward to help
daily wage workers,” Dubey added.

Bollywood superstar Salman Khan
was the first industry bigwig who took
the initiative to help the 25,000-odd
daily wage workers of the film indus-
try whose lives have been affected
owing to the lockdown.

Filmmaker Rohit Shetty subse-
quently donated  � 51 lakh to FWICE.
Frames Production Company and
Shashi Sumit Productions have also
provided ration and money for the
cause. FWICE will utilise all the
donated money to help its daily wage
workers like junior artistes, stunt
artistes, light men, and spot boys
amongst others.

Bollywood actor Vicky Kaushal

also donated � 1 crore to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s relief fund
and Chief Minister’s (Maharashtra)
relief fund, to lend support to the
ongoing battle with COVID-19 pan-
demic.

He also shared a note on
Instagram: “While I am blessed
enough to be seated with my loved
ones in the comforts of my home, there
are many who are not as fortunate. In
this time of crisis, I humbly pledge to
contribute an amount of � 1 crore to
PM-CARES and Maharashtra Chief
Minister Relief Fund. We are in this
together and we’ll win this together. Let
us all do our bit for a healthier and
stronger future.”

Many Bollywood celebrities like
Akshay Kumar, Kartik Aaryan, Diljit
Dosanjh, Anushka Sharma among
many others have come forward to
contribute monetarily in these times
of crisis.
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Cricket is not just a sport, it is the heart of
Indians. It’s something that unites us.

With its mission to inspire creativity and bring
joy, TikTok, a platform for short format videos
has become the go-to platform for cricketers
from all over to explore their fun and creative
side. 

Cricketers such as
Suresh Raina,
Yuzvendra Chahal,
Virender Sehwag,
Irfan Pathan,
Mohammad Shami,
Chris Gayle and Yusuf
Pathan have joined
TikTok to showcase
their  talent apart from
cricket. Many of them
can be seen experi-
menting with the new
filters available on the platform such as subma-
rine game, zoom my face and halloween, mak-
ing fun and comedy videos. They can also be
seen participating in the ongoing challenges and
sharing their fitness regime, inspiring millions
on the platform. 

With over three million followers on
TikTok, India’s finest right-arm-leg spinner,
Chahal is a big hit on TikTok. His comedy
videos and fun banter with fellow cricketers
leaves his fans in splits of laughter. Sharing his
experience on TikTok, Chahal  said, “It is amaz-
ing to be on this platform as it helps me explore
my fun side. I’ve come across some users who
are sharing different and exciting content. I’ve
also collaborated with some talented creators
on the platform and was stunned to see their
dedication and creativity to always deliver the
best.”
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In view of the current nation-wide
lockdown due to COVID-19 pan-

demic,  the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) has declared that the
monthly membership subscription,
monthly user charges and monthly
coaching fees will not be charged at
DDA’s sports complexes and golf cours-
es during the period. The deduction
would be made on pro rata basis. All
caddies at DDA Qutab Golf Course and
Bhalaswa Golf Course, who are not
paid by management, are also being
given daily relief of `250 during the
lockdown.

Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL)
has mobilised a large number of

healthcare services across all five of its
main hospitals located in the five integrat-
ed steel plants to fight the Coronavirus
pandemic.

The five hospitals include JLN
Hospital & Research Centre at Bhilai,
Durgapur Steel Plant Main Hospital at
Durgapur, Ispat General Hospital at
Rourkela, Bokaro General Hospital at
Bokaro, and Burnpur Hospital at IISCO,
Burnpur.

SAIL has also created isolation wards
with 330 beds, necessary facilities for the
quarantine with 592 beds, ICU beds along
with other necessary health equipment to
specially deal with the cases of COVID-
19 infections. These facilities have been
made available to the local administration

for utilisation as well. The company is also
producing masks through self-help groups
and providing large quantities of masks,
PPEs and sanitising facilities across all the

health units and work areas. SAIL’s
Rourkela steel plant is handing over five
ventilator units to Odisha government to
cater to their requirements as well.

NTPC Ltd, India’s largest
power producer, has

stepped up its vigil against
global pandemic of COVID-19
by converting its hospitals into
dedicated Coronavirus units.

R K Singh, Minister of
State (I/c) of Power, New and
Renewable Energy and
Minister of State of Skill
Development, has decided to
utilise NTPC’s 45 hospitals
and healthcare units to make
isolation facilities and pro-

cured requisite number of
equipment for the medical
staff to handle such cases effec-
tively.

As many as 121 beds, with
all facilities, have been turned
into isolation wards in these
hospitals. The key medical
infrastructure is been provid-
ed by state governments to
tackle COVID-19 cases,
including the hospital at
Badarpur in Delhi and the
medical college hospital of

Sundergarh in Odisha. Korba
Hospital is also being exam-
ined to be taken over by the
state government.

The medical staff has also
been trained over video calls
about the use of Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE).
Mock drills are getting con-
ducted at all hospitals as per
MOHFW guidelines.
Furthermore, 1,160 PPEs,
30,000 masks and 30,000
gloves have been dispatched to

all the projects and stations. 
A total of eight ventilators

are being procured at
Hazaribagh for district admin-
istration. Additionally, there
are 18 Advanced Level
Ambulances (ALAs) with ven-
tilators.

It has contributed funds to
the district administration of
NTECL Vallur for procuring
1,000 bedsheets for a hospital.

At NTPC Bhilai, funds
have been reserved for support

to the district hospitals to pro-
vide foods to nearby localities
through NGOs and also for
providing essential medicine in
Primary Health Cares (PHCs).

Similarly, NTPC Rihand
has assured adequate funds for
distribution of sanitisers and
other protective equipment.

The requirement of con-
tractor workers has also been
rationalised at NTPC projects
stations in accordance with the
GOI guidelines. The agencies

have been asked to treat the
workers’ absence in these
extraordinary circumstances
as on duty. As far as wages are
concerned, there will be no
hindrance and they will be
given timely. In some cases,
including advances have
already been given.

Accommodation, food and
medical facilities for the con-
tractor workers have also been
arranged at many of NTPC’s
project stations.

In the wake of the nation-wide
lockdown amid the ongoing
Coronavirus pandemic, children

missing out on their education is a
huge cause of concern for parents and
teachers. However, the Ministry of
Human Resource Development
(MHRD) is fully prepared to cope
with the situation. The MHRD has
been working on various projects
through which quality education
could be reached through various
means of communication to all
schools for the last five years.

The three organisations under the
MHRD — the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE), the
National Institute of Open Schooling
(NIOS) and the National Council of
Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) — are collaborating to
pool up all resources at their dispos-
al to make academic content reach
school-level learners across India
pursuing education through CBSE,
NIOS or any other school boards of
the country. Amit Khare, secretary of
education, Government of India,
personally discussed the plan with the
organisations and given directions to
work on a contingency plan.

The CBSE has developed the
‘DIKSHA’ portal, through which aca-
demic lessons in various Indian lan-
guages have been placed for different
levels. The material has been divid-
ed into two major areas — for teach-
ers and students. Students from dif-
ferent school boards of different

states would be able to study adopt-
ed material for their state in their own
language.

Similarly, the NIOS has made the
content available for secondary and
senior secondary classes on the
‘SWAYAM’ portal of the MHRD
(www.swayam.gov.in/nios). Through
the portal, learners can log in and
study courses of their choice and also
watch related videos and audio
lessons. Later, they can also take
online tests. The course-coordinating
teacher will also be available to

answer queries, if students have any.
Another major initiative of NIOS is
the running of four DTH TV chan-
nels on the SwayamPrabha bouquet
of channels. While Channel 27 Panini
is dedicated to secondary classes,
Channel 28 Sharda is dedicated to
senior secondary and Channel 30
Gyanamrit to sign language. There is
also Channel 32 Vagda which will be
dedicated to live, interactive classes.

The NIOS is also starting live ses-
sions for students to ask questions and
get answers. It has been conducting

live interaction with teachers in the
last two years but now this facility will
be expanded to students. Santosh
Mall, commissioner, Kendriya
Vidyalaya, has assured to provide
experts and teachers, who would be
available to take questions through
calls on Vagda channel. Anita Karwal,
chairperson, CBSE, is coordinating
with all the three organisations to
make available online classes to all
school children across the nation.

Parents, whose children sat for
12th board examinations in 2020,

would be anxious to know about the
results so that they don’t miss out on
college admissions in India and
abroad. However, there shouldn’t be
any concern or anxiety as all the
boards have deferred the examina-
tions and as soon as the condition is
normalised, all boards, including
NIOS will conduct examinations
after giving sufficient time to prepare.
The evaluation will be done at war
footing and results would be declared
at the minimum possible time.
Hence, students would have sufficient
time to apply for admissions. Higher
education institutions will also extend
their admission deadlines.

Chandra Bhushan Sharma, chair-
man, NIOS, said, “We don’t want
teachers to start preparing lessons to
teach over the internet as this is a
technical job for which they do not
have prior training. They should con-
centrate on providing counselling and
remedial lessons online in small
groups. They should prod their stu-
dents to log in to the online materi-
al, which has been prepared by
expert teachers and media profes-
sionals.”

He added, “It has also been
made compulsory for all cable oper-
ators to carry DD channels. We
have also requested to the I&B
Ministry to instruct cable operators
to carry the SwayamPrabha channels.
This will be a great service to the
approximately 25 crore school-level
learners in the country.”
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The competent authority of the Council of Architecture has
decided to postpone the first test of National Aptitude Test

in Architecture (NATA 2020), which was scheduled to be held
on April 19. The new date of the examination will be announced
after the period of complete lockdown amid COVID-19 is over.

It has also been decided to extend the registration date upto
April 15. Other important dates such as image uploads allowed
till, fee payment, candidate correction window, publication of
admit card, also stands revised. The candidates and parents are
advised to kindly regularly visit the websites for latest updates.

4
��	�
�%	����������� ����
������	����B4% �C��
�����	���
	� �<���������
8�!��	��	�����#����
�����������
�"#$%&'()������
��������
�D����� �<��
�
���	�����&��1���	��.
	���
����"?#��4% ����	����������	������&��������

�
�
	�
�����	�������4%%��
	��4%����&�����
�����
��
�����'��
	��������4%%�D
H����!����	����.
��	
����	��
����	��"���	
!������
����	����
���!��
	��
��
�
���
	����������
��D������ �<��
������
��!����	��	��������������D�4% ������
����	�����������	�
���������������������,�����������" /���
���D�*�����������������
!����	�
	�����!��������������	�
�������
	���������
��I�&���
�
	�
��
���
	�

������H%������������
�������������4% ���������
!������
����	�
������	
����
�
��������
��������	�������!��������
���������������
������������
��D�%��������
������
�
��	�������������
���������
	������
	����	��
!��
�"#$%&'()'�����#����
DI

The Ordnance Factory Board
is in the forefront to fight

COVID-19. The first batch
comprising 1,500 litre of hand
sanitiser was despatched by
the Cordite Factory
Aruvankadu in Tamil Nadu to
Thiruvananthapuram. The
truck was flagged off remotely
by the DGOF and chairman,
Ordnance Factory Board, Hari
Mohan, from OFBHQ at
Kolkata.

Hindustan Latex Limited
(HLL), which has been nomi-
nated as the nodal agency, has

placed an order of 13,000 litres
of hand sanitiser. This is being
manufactured in a number of
factories.

Hand sanitisers which con-
tain ethanol can only be
processed in a cool environ-
ment with proper ventilation
and requires extensive safety
precautions. Various teams of
officers, staff and workmen
toiled ceaselessly to establish
and then scale up the produc-
tion. Apart from hand sanitis-
er, the units of OFB are also
developing masks and coverall.

The Government of India has decid-
ed to provide Pradhan Mantri Garib

Kalyan Package, an insurance scheme
cover of �50 lakh for 22.12 lakh public
healthcare providers for 90 days includ-
ing community health workers, who
may come into direct contact of
COVID-19 patients. They are at high
risk of being impacted by this. 

New India Assurance Company
Limited is providing this insurance
cover. Private hospital staff, volunteers,
local urban bodies, daily wage, ad hoc,
outsourced, contractual, retired employ-
ees, and staff requisitioned by the
states’ or central hospitals or
autonomous hospitals of central, state
or UTs, AIIMS and INIs/ hospitals of
central ministries, will be covered
under this scheme.

India’s top economists, social
scientists, workers’ organisa-

tions and former civil servants
have appealed for urgent inter-
vention from PM/CM of states
to ameliorate the impact on
Vulnerable Workers and
Populations induced by
COVID-19 lockout. The mea-
sures are as follows:

- The Centre and States
together should try and ensure
a minimum transfer of at least
�6,000 per month to each JDY
woman account holder with a
major part borne by the central
government over the next three
months.

- All State governments
should ensure that at least 10 kg
free ration per month, along
with other necessary items,
are available for all eligible

households.
- Three to four fold

increase of the current short-
term relief package for impact-
ed informal workers.

Amid the Coronavirus
pandemic, while welcoming
the central government’s �1.7
trillion package and various
measures taken by the State
governments, the Indian
Society of Labour Economics
(ISLE) and the signatories to
this letter strongly appeal to the
government of India all these
requests. In the letter to the
Prime Minister and the State
Chief ministers, we have pro-
posed urgent additional mea-
sures that are required to
address critical gaps that exist
in the short-term relief mea-
sures announced so far.

���
LIC of India has contributed

�105 crore to PM-CARES Fund for
supporting the efforts of the
Government of India in fighting
COVID-19. Out of the �105 crore,
�5 crore has been donated from LIC’s
Golden Jubilee Fund. 

In a statement, LIC’s chairman,
MR Kumar said, “India is facing a
huge challenge in wake of the glob-
al pandemic. LIC is committed to the
welfare of India and the people.
Living up to our motto
‘Yogakshemam Vahamyaham’, which
means ‘your welfare is my responsi-
bility’, we promise our solidarity with
the efforts of the Government and
will take every step to ensure safety
and security of people.”
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The CGWWA contributed �1.5
lakh to PM-CARES Fund to further
strengthen the Government of India’s
efforts in tackling the pandemic of
COVID-19.

CGWWA, with its motto ‘Self
Help’, aims at  empowering ICG
women through varied educational
and skill development programmes.
CGWWA has also been extending
their assistance to women and chil-
dren from the underprivileged soci-
ety through various schemes. It
actively took part in sensitising the
local populace about the preventive
measures to be adopted against
spread of COVID-19.
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PFC, the NBFC in the power

sector, has pledged to contribute
�200 crore to the Prime Minister’s
Citizen Assistance and Relief in
Emergency Situations Fund (PM-
CARES Fund) to support the battle
against COVID-19.  PFC’s employ-
ees will voluntarily contribute a
day’s salary to further strengthen the
nation’s fight against the dreaded dis-
ease. 

Earlier, PFC had agreed to pro-
vide financial assistance of �50 lakh
to Indian Red Cross Society in
Rajasthan. Under the CSR Initiative,
PFC’s financial aid will be used for
distribution of masks and sanitisers
as a part of preventive measures
against COVID-19.

PFC and its employees remain
vigilant and alert in these testing
times. As a responsible corporate,
PFC is relentlessly working towards
implementation of all precautionary
measures to deal with the pandem-
ic.

���
BHEL has made a contribution

of �7 crore through its CSR funds,
while its employees have made a
humble contribution of donating
their one-day salary to the PM-
CARES Fund to bolster the fight
against this unprecedented medical
emergency.

Significantly, BHEL’s Ranipet
unit has developed in-house a spray
assembly that atomises the sanitising
liquid and can be used for mass sani-
tisation to combat Coronavirus,
while consuming comparatively less
liquid. It has been named Bhelmister
and has been donated to the local
administration of Ranipet for sani-

tising the whole town on a mass
scale. The design is being shared with
all other units of BHEL so that it can
be adapted and used by them as well.

Also, three-ply masks have been
made in-house by the company’s
Jhansi unit to meet the requirement
of the unit’s hospital, guest house,
security guards and employees work-
ing under essential services.

����
NHDC, the largest hyrdo power

generating company in Madhya
Pradesh, has contributed �10 crore
from its CSR fund to PM-CARES
fund to combat the crisis of
Coronavirus.

NHDC has also sanctioned �50
lakh to District Administrations in
Khandwa for purchase of medical
and protective equipment to fight
Corona in the district. Being a
socially responsible corporate,
approximately �15 lakh have been
earmarked for sufficient distribution
of hand sanitisers, face masks,
healthcare items, food grains in the
project areas of NHDC. A total of �5
lakh have also been provided to
Sewa-Bharti in Bhopal for distribu-
tion of food packets to the needy.

Apart from this, employees of
NHDC have also pledged to con-
tribute one day’s salary to fight the
disease.

�����3���������������	��
To help the nation win the bat-

tle over COVID-19, RVNL has con-
tributed �5 crore CSR Fund to PM-
CARES Fund. RVNL employees
have also voluntarily contributed
one-day salary for the same.
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NMDC Limited, declared that
they will contribute �150 crore to the
PM-CARES Fund to help in the fight
against COVID-19. This will be the
biggest support offered by any PSE
in the country to help the fight
against Corona so far. N Baijendra
Kumar, IAS, CMD, NMDC, said,
“Coronavirus is one of the biggest
challenges that our country has
faced and has been unprecedented in
its severity. We at NMDC, has
always been at the forefront in times
of need for the country. But the
biggest need is at this time is to be
united and strengthen the hands of
the Government of India. Together
we will be able to defeat this pan-
demic.”
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Wimbledon organisers on
Wednesday scrapped the oldest
Grand Slam tennis tournament

for the first time since World War II as
the coronavirus wreaks further havoc on
the global sporting calendar.

The cancellation of the only grass-
court major at London’s All England Club
leaves the season in disarray, with no ten-
nis set to be played until mid-July.

“Devastated,” tweeted eight-time
champion Roger Federer, while Serena
Williams, who has won the tournament
seven times, said she was shocked by the
momentous decision.

Wimbledon was due to run for two
weeks from June 29, with Novak Djokovic
and Simona Halep set to defend their sin-
gles titles.

But tournament chiefs bowed to the
inevitable on Wednesday, saying in a state-
ment that they had made the decision
with “great regret”.

US tennis chiefs responded by saying
the US Open, due to finish a week before
the rearranged French Open, was still due
to take place as planned.

All England Club chairman Ian
Hewitt said the decision to cancel
Wimbledon had not been taken lightly.

“It has weighed heavily on our minds
that the staging of The Championships
has only been interrupted previously by
world wars,” he said.

“But, following thorough and exten-
sive consideration of all scenarios, we
believe that it is a measure of this global

crisis that it is ultimately the right deci-
sion to cancel this year’s Championships.”

Halep tweeted her disappointment.
“So sad to hear @Wimbledon won’t

take place this year,” she said. “Last year’s
final will forever be one of the happiest
days of my life! But we are going through
something bigger than tennis and

Wimbledon will be back! And it means
I have even longer to look forward to
defending my title.”

Two-time champion Petra Kvitova
said the cancellation was tough to take.

“I will miss playing on the beautiful
grass and wearing my whites, BUT of
course we know it will be back better than

ever next year. And maybe we will all
appreciate it even more!” she tweeted.

The decision to cancel Wimbledon
was widely expected, with the world strug-
gling to contain spread of COVID-19.

Organisers had earlier ruled out
playing the event behind closed doors
while postponing it would also have cre-

ated its own problems, with shorter days
later in the English summer.

The ATP and WTA have also can-
celled the grasscourt swing in the build-
up to the tournament, meaning the ten-
nis season will not now restart until July
13 at the earliest.

The US Tennis Association said
it was sticking to its August 31

to September 13 dates for
the US Open in New York.

“At this time the
USTA still plans to host
the US Open as sched-

uled, and we continue to
hone plans to stage the tour-

nament,” it said in a statement.
“The USTA is carefully monitoring

the rapidly changing environment sur-
rounding the COVID-19 pandemic, and
is preparing for all contingencies.”

The cancellation of Wimbledon
could mean multiple champions Federer,
Serena Williams and Venus Williams
have played at the All England Club for
the final time.

Federer and Serena will be nearly 40
by the time of the 2021 championships
and Venus will be 41.

Serena, beaten in last year's final by
Halep, is stuck on 23 Grand Slam singles
titles — agonisingly one away from
equalling Margaret Court’s record.
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Epicentre of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic before it gripped Europe and the

USA, China will host the third edition
of the Asian Youth Games in Shantou in
November next year, the Olympic
Council of Asia said on Wednesday.

The OCA has decided to hold the
Asian Youth Games from November 20
to 28. The host city was decided by the
OCA in 2019 but the dates of the
multi-sporting event was announced on
Wednesday.

“The OCA while maintaining a
very strict isolation policy is still con-
tinuing its activity and liaising with the
various Asian Games Organising
Committee to ensure that the prepara-
tions for the Games are not hindered,”
the OCA said in a letter sent to all its
member nations in Asia.

“In this respect I have the pleasure
to inform you that the OCA in coordi-
nation with the Shantou 3rd Asian
Youth Games Organising Committee
(SAYGOC) has decided the dates and
sports programme of the 3rd Asian
Youth Games, which are from 20th to

28th November 2021,” OCA Director
General Husain Al Musallam said in the
letter.

The 3rd Asian Youth Games will
have 18 sports in its roster — Athletics,
Aquatics, Badminton, Basketball (3x3),
Beach Volleyball, Dragon Boat Racing,
Football, Gymnastics, Golf, Handball,
Hip Hop Dance, Rock Climbing, Rugby,
Surfing, Table Tennis, Taekwondo, Wind
Surfing and Wushu.

The Asian Youth Games were first
held in Singapore in 2011 and then again
in Nanjing in China in 2013.

The 2017 event was awarded to
Hambantota in Sri Lanka but the island
nation dropped out following a series of
problems.

Jakarta was then lined up as a
replacement but it also withdrew.

In 2019, Shantou was awarded the
Games in 2021, marking the event’s
return after eight years, that too in the
same country for the second time.

The Asian Youth Games are consid-
ered the second biggest multi-sporting
event in the continent and nearly 2500
athletes took part in the 2013 edition in
Nanjing in China.

������ India pacer Jasprit
Bumrah on Wednesday said he
takes inspiration from Swedish
footballer Zlatan Ibrahimovic
and the way he rose from the
ashes to become one of the best
in the business.

Talking on Instagram Live
with Rohit Sharma, Bumrah
said: “I love Ibra. I can relate to
his story that people did not take
him seriously and then he
became a star. I can relate as I
think people took me lightly ini-
tially and then I proved them
wrong, I am still trying.”

Bumrah is the No 1 ODI
bowler at present. He rose
through the ranks playing for
Mumbai Indians in IPL and had
a forgettable first outing .

On debut against RCB,
Bumrah was smashed to three
boundaries by Virat Kohli in his

first-ever IPL over. However,
what followed that was a rib-
bon-cutting to his glorious
cricketing career.

Rohit and Bumrah, both
teammates at Mumbai Indians,

also spoke on Sri Lanka T20
captain Lasith Malinga who
also plays for Mumbai Indians.
Rohit asked Bumrah on his rela-
tion with Malinga.

“The communication was
difficult initially. He taught me
the mindset when he gets hit, he
smiles. I used to get annoyed at
the beginning but he explained
there is no point getting angry,”
Bumrah said.

Rohit said Mumbai had a
balance team this term and
would have done well.

"I was looking forward to
this (season) we had lethal new
ball combination, we had all
bases covered. IPL would have
been exciting but anyway this
can't be controlled," said India's
limited overs vice-captain and
one of the best white-ball bat-
ters. IANS
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India’s T20I captain Harmanpreet Kaur has said India’s
domestic scructure is “five-six years behind” Australia

and England, adding that skill wise they are at par with
them.

India lost to Australia in the T20 World Cup final
by 85 runs last month.

“Definitely we are five-six years behind them in these
aspects,” Kaur told Mumbai Mirror.

“But now girls have understood their responsibil-
ity towards being fit. Earlier there used to be a huge dif-
ference between a domestic player and what is expect-
ed at the international level. But now some 30 girls are
given individual programme by the BCCI.

“So when one of them is picked for India, she is not
clueless about what is expected of her. As we keep
improving our domestic level, the performances at the
international level will improve. That is why I said we
are five-six years behind these teams because our domes-
tic set-up is not as good as it should be.”

“Now the players are getting more aware about being
fit and following the right daily routines,” Kaur said.

“The things we have grasped in the last two-three
years, England and Australia have been doing from long
before.”

Kaur said it is more about fitness and not skills that
separate them from Australia or England.

“Just the fitness. In these two countries fitness is part
of their culture. Unfortunately, in India we start these
things late,” Kaur told The Week.

“For the last three years the girls have been work-
ing hard on fitness. It does not improve overnight, we
need to work on it for longer durations. Earlier, we would
come close to these teams and lose, but now we are win-
ning matches against them. Skill-wise we are better bat-
ters and bowlers than these two countries.”

Kaur’s form was poor throughout the World Cup
campaign in Australia. But the 31-year old dashing bat-
ter said she is not thinking too much about pressure and
also captaincy.

“From the outside it may look like that, but person-
ally I have never felt so,” she said when questioned on
the captaincy.

“I really enjoy this part. I feel more involved. The
captaincy keeps me alert all the time. Earlier, I used to
think about my performance alone. Captaincy has made
me a better person. [ Now,] I cannot think only about
myself, but [have to think] of other things, too.”

�9��� UEFA have made a move
towards clearing the decks for the
return of club football by announcing
on Wednesday that all international
matches that had been pushed back to
June have now been postponed until
further notice.

“This includes the play-off match-
es for UEFA Euro 2020 and qualify-
ing matches for UEFA Women’s Euro
2021,” said European football's govern-
ing body in a statement.

“All other UEFA competition
matches, including the centralised
international friendly matches,
remain postponed until further
notice.”

The decision followed a
video conference with Europe’s
55 member federations as part
of discussions on how to adapt
the fixture calendar in the face
of the ongoing coronavirus
crisis.

The play-off
semi-finals and
finals that are sup-

posed to decide the last four qualify-
ing berths for the next European
Championship were initially post-
poned at the end of March and pen-
cilled in provisionally for June.

That was “subject to a review of
the situation” amid uncertainty over
how the pandemic will develop and
whether many European countries
currently in lockdown will be able to
return to some kind of normality.

Friendlies that will not now go
ahead include England’s matches in
Austria and at home to Romania in

early June.
However, UEFA have also

stated a determination to fin-
ish all domestic and club com-
petitions by June 30.

While that currently looks
ambitious, clearing the interna-

tional fixtures from the same
month does buy some more time

as they aim to complete the
Champions League and Europa

League competitions as well as
domestic leagues. AFP

���� ������ Even a shortened
IPL with just Indian players
would be good enough in these
“extraordinary times”, Rajasthan
Royals Executive Chairman
Ranjit Barthakur said on
Wednesday, revealing that a
final call on the glitzy event’s fate
is unlikely before April 15.

The top executive spelt out
his franchise’s wish even as the
number of positive cases and
death toll due to the pandemic
continued to rise across the
world.

“We are open to a shortened
tournament with only Indian
players, at the end of the day it

is the Indian Premier League,”
Barthakur said.

With a nationwide lock-
down in place to combat the
spread of the disease, the event
seems unlikely to go ahead
unless the BCCI figures an
alternate window later in the
year.

The RR executive though
said they are confident that the
Board will take a decision keep-
ing in mind the best interests of
the franchises.

“These are extraordinary
times and the BCCI will do the
best it can when things improve,”
he said.

“Earlier we could not think
of an Indians-only IPL but now
there is enough quality to choose
from. It is better to have an

����������Australian spin legend
Shane Warne has named former
skipper and current BCCI
President Sourav Ganguly as the
captain of his all time India XI,
which includes master blaster
Sachin Tendulkar and Navjot Singh
Sidhu.

Warne said he ignored former
skipper MS Dhoni and current cap-
tain Virat Kohli because he picked
only those Indian players against
whom he had played.

“I am only picking players that
I played against and that’s why M
S Dhoni and Virat Kohli are not
going to be a part of the side. While
Dhoni is probably the greatest
wicketkeeper-batsman to have
played the game, Kohli is one of the
greatest batsmen across formats,”
Warne said in Instagram Live post.

Warne also ignored VVS
Laxman, who was once considered
his nemesis. He justified his deci-
sion, stating that the stylish
Hyderabadi batsman faced the axe

to accommodate Ganguly.
“I went for Ganguly because I

wanted him to be the captain of my
side, that is why Laxman missed
out,” he said.

Nayan Mongia was his pick as
the wicket-keeper of the team,
which also includes the likes of
1983 World Cup-winning captain
Kapil Dev, spin duo of Harbhajan

Singh and Anil Kumble and Javagal
Srinath among others.

The 50-year-old spin wizard
named Virender Sehwag and Sidhu
as openers in the strong batting
line-up which also includes the
likes of Rahul Dravid, Tendulkar
and Mohammad Azharuddin.

On picking Sidhu ahead of
other openers, Warne said the
right-hander from Punjab was the
best player of spin during his play-
ing days.

“I had to pick Navjot Singh
Sidhu because he was the best play-
er against spin I have ever played
against. All the other spinners I
have played with, they have also
told me that Sidhu was brilliant
against them,” Warne said.
Warne’s all-time India XI: Sourav
Ganguly (c), Virender Sehwag,
Navjot Singh Siddu, Rahul Dravid,
Sachin Tendulkar, Mohd
Azharuddin, Kapil Dev, Nayan
Mongia (wk), Harbhajan, Javagal
Srinath, Anil Kumble. PTI
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Manchester City midfield-
er Kevin De Bruyne has

vowed to play for an extra two
years at the end of his career
to make up for the time lost
due to the coronavirus.

The Premier League is
postponed until at least April
30 because of the pandemic
and is likely to be delayed even
longer when the English
game’s stakeholders meet on
Friday.

De Bruyne has not played
since March 1 because of the
health crisis and the miserable
experience has underlined to
the Belgian star just how
much he loves the game.

The 28-year-old’s desire to
prolong his career comes after
he enjoyed a superb personal
season with City after missing
most of their treble-winning
campaign last term due to
injury.

“I told my wife I’m going

to play a little longer,” De
Bruyne said in an Instagram
Live video Q&A with Belgium

team-mates Romelu Lukaku
and Axel Witsel.

“After this lockdown, I
cannot stay at home. I told her
I’m going to take two years
more.

“It’s time to play football
again. I miss it and it’s diffi-
cult. But we are not important,
football is not important.
People love football, but you
need to stay safe.”

De Bruyne revealed his
family, including his two chil-
dren, had been ill during the
virus lockdown, but he said
they are better now.

“I’ve been at home now
for two weeks,” he said.

“At the beginning, my
family and my kids were a lit-
tle bit sick so that was a little
bit worrying but they are
alright now.

“People ask why I’m not in
Belgium. It's because I’m self-
isolating in England. I live
here so I’m here with my kids
and wife.”
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Star Indian wrestler Bajrang
Punia is assured of a top-
four seeding in the 65kg

category at next year’s Tokyo
Olympics even if he skips the last
ranking series tournament,
going by the latest world stand-
ings.

The fast-rising Ravi Dahiya
also seems set for a top-four
billing at the mega-event, which
will be held from July 23 to
August 8 next year.

Wrestling’s world governing
body UWW announced the
fresh rankings which placed
Bajrang at number two in the
65kg category. Dahiya is fourth
in the very competitive 57kg cat-
egory.

Russian Olympic champion
Gadhzimurad Rashidov leads
the 65kg rankings. Four Points
separate Rashidov (60), Punia
(59) and Kazakshtan’s Daulet
Niyazbekov (56) for the top
seeding.

But the Russian and Indian
wrestlers have such command-
ing leads over the field
that they can sit out of
the final ranking series
event and still earn a
top-four seeding at the
Olympic Games.

R a s h i d o v
owns the top
spot in 65kg
after finally
claiming his
long-awaited
world Gold in
Nur-Sultan last
season.

Punia began the
year ranked num-
ber three with 25
points after his
world Bronze
medal. He has
overthrown world
finalist Niyazbekov
for the number two
ranking.

Punia added
16 points to his
world champi-
onship total after
he erased a three-
point deficit against
Jordan Oliver (USA)
to win the 16-point
Matteo Pellicone
Ranking Series Gold

medal. 
Although he stumbled in

the Asian finals against 2018
world champion Takuto
Otoguro(JPN), Punia collected
18 points and pushed himself to
within one point of the Russian
defending world champion.

The 57kg is led by reigning
world champion and number
one from Russia Zaur Uguev (60
points).

World runner-up Suleyman
Atli is firmly in the number two
position after runner-up finish-
es at the World and European
Championships. He has 58
points and is followed by Stevan
Micic (48) and Dahiya (45).

Dahiya needs a 12-point fin-
ish at the final Ranking Series
event to secure one of the top-
four seeds. There is slim chance
that the Indian wrestler can grab
the number one seeding.

For that to happen, Dahiya
would need Uguev, Atli and
Micic to sit out of the final
Ranking Series event and win
Gold in a bracket with more
than 11 wrestlers to earn the 16
points he needs to clear his top-
three rivals.

Nurislam Sanayev is ranked
fifth in this weight and trails
Dahiya by six points.

World Championship
Silver-medallist Deepak
Punia is ranked second
in 65kg behind Iranian

great Hassan Yazdani,
who underwent knee
surgery earlier this
year and had no
choice but to skip the

Matteo Pellicone and Asian
Championships.

He commanded a 20-
point lead over Deepak but
the Indian wrestler closed
that gap on Yazdani with a
14-point Asian champi-
onship Bronze-medal fin-
ish. Deepak leads Russian
Artur Naifonov by seven
points after the conclusion
of the continental champi-
onship season.

No Indian figures in
top-10 of the 74kg, 97kg
and 125kg categories, the
three other olympic
weight categories.

The top four in each
category will be seeded

at the Tokyo Games. 
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Indians-only IPL than not at all.

“When can we have it? That BCCI
decides. And I think that call be taken only
post 15th April,” Barthakur added. PTI

China to host Asian Youth Games in 2021
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���������� Sportspersons being
asked to take pay cuts have been
making news ever since the out-
break of the coronavirus
brought the world to a standstill.
But BCCI Treasurer Arun
Dhumal has made it clear that
there is no such thought process
at present when it comes to the
salary of the Indian cricketers.

He made it clear that there
have been no such discussions.

“No, we have not spoken

about this (pay cut). Whatever
the steps after this setback, it will
be taken judiciously and keep-
ing the interest of all people in
mind. Any step taken needs to
be thought out and right now
we haven’t even thought about
it. Obviously this is a big set-
back, but we will go about this
in a way that nobody gets
affected. These things can be
discussed once things settle
down,” he said. IANS
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