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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday asked

the States to prepare a common
exit strategy for phase-wise
return of normalcy after the
lockdown period suggesting
that “testing, tracing, isolation
and quarantine” should remain
“focus areas in next few weeks”.

In a video interaction with
Chief Ministers to discuss ways
to contain Covid-19, Modi
asked States not to abruptly end
lockdown from April 15, but to
do it in a phase-wise manner as
per the situation in respective
States. He also asked CMs to
reach out to community lead-
ers and social welfare organi-
sations, adopt community-
approach. He asked the States
to brainstorm and send sug-
gestions for the exit strategy.

The Prime Minister said
considering that this is the
time to harvest crops, the
Government has given some
relaxation from lockdown but
it is necessary to continuously
monitor and maintain social
distancing as much as possible.

The Prime Minister
thanked the States for sup-

porting the decision of lock-
down due to which India has
achieved some success in lim-
iting the spread of COVID-19.
He praised all the States saying
they worked together as a team
to check the spread of the
virus. West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
skipped the event and was
represented by the State Chief
Secretary.

“Samuhikta hamari shakti
hai”, the PM told Chief
Ministers saying along with the
front-line health workers, para-
medical staff, NCC, NSS,
NGOs and public spirited peo-
ple should make a force togeth-
er to win the battle against
coronavirus which he hinted is
not going to end soon.

He forewarned that the
global situation remained far
from satisfactory and informed
about speculation of a possible
second wave of spread of the
virus in some countries. Modi
sought all States to maintain
“peace and harmony” in their
respective areas and appealed
to all men of “faith and reli-
gion” to be together and follow
the norm of “social distancing”
to shut the virus out.

“Priority should be to
break the chain of transmis-
sion”, Modi told the CMs.

The Prime Minister said in
the next few weeks, testing,
tracing, isolation and quaran-
tine should remain focus areas.
He highlighted the necessity of
maintaining the supply of
essential medical products,
availability of raw material for
the manufacture of medicines
and medical equipment.

This was for the second
time the Prime Minister held a
video conference with the Chief
Ministers after the spread of
coronavirus, and the first after
the 21-day lockdown came
into force. On March 20 also he
had interacted with the CMs.
The lockdown was enforced on
March 24.

The Chief Ministers said
they have enhanced surveil-
lance, stepped up contact trac-
ing, set up dedicated Covid19
hospitals, ICUs, relief and food
camps for migrant workers
and provided psychological
support system to those affect-
ed by the virus.

The Chief Ministers also
mentioned their efforts of iden-
tifying and quarantining sus-

pect cases arising from
Nizamuddin Markaz and con-
taining community transmis-
sion.

The Prime Minister out-
lined that the common goal for
the country is to ensure mini-
mum loss of life. 

Highlighting the necessity
of maintaining supply of essen-
tial medical products, avail-
ability of raw material for man-
ufacture of medicines and
medical equipment, Modi said
it is necessary to ensure avail-
ability of separate, dedicated
hospital facilities for COVID-
19 patients.

Underscoring the impor-
tance of coordinated action
and the need to avoid overlaps
in efforts of stakeholders, the
Prime Minister talked about
the need of setting up crisis
management groups at dis-
trict level and appointment of
District Surveillance Officers.

The Prime Minister said
data must be taken from the
accredited labs for testing —
this will ensure congruence in
data of district, State and
Centre. He said it is necessary
to ensure staggered release of
funds to the beneficiaries under

PM Garib Kalyan Yojana to
avoid crowding at banks.

He asked States to think of
other platforms for procuring
grains apart from APMC, and
explore the possibility of cre-
ating pooling platforms for
rural areas, like that in ride
sharing apps, which can be
used for this purpose.

Continued on Page 2
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The Delhi Government will
transfer �5,000 in the bank

account of each of auto, taxi
and e-rickshaw drivers of the
national Capital, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said on
Thursday. However, he added
that the process of money
transfer may take at least a
week as the Government has
no bank account details of the
intended beneficiaries. 

Assuring them about fund
transfer, Kejriwal said, “You all
are my brothers, please have
faith and patience.”

The Delhi Government
has already provided the assis-
tance of �5,000 each to over
35,000 construction workers in
the city. Widening its reach to
the poor and daily wagers in
Delhi, the Government has
provided lunch and dinner to
6 lakh people across Delhi.
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The coronavirus outbreak
could disrupt global food

supply chains and send prices
soaring. According to the
World Health Organization
(WHO), the United Nations
Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) and the
World Trade Organization
(WTO), there is a serious risk
of food shortages globally in
April and May due to large-
scale lockdowns, shortage of
agricultural labourers during
harvest season and disruption
in food supply chain due to
measures taken by
Governments to stem the
spread of coronavirus.

India has enough stock to
tide over the coronavirus out-
break while the Ministry of
Agriculture has asked farmers
to delay the harvest till April 20
due to the lockdown.

Expressing concerns in a
joint statement, the WTO, FAO
and WHO said uncertainty

about food availability can
spark a wave of export restric-
tions, creating a shortage in the
global market. The FAO said
disruptions to food supply
could occur during April and

May if authorities fail to man-
age the continuing coronavirus
outbreak properly.

“As the world is witnessing
a lockdown in most parts of it,
the food supply chain has suf-

fered a severe disruption. This
is also aggravated by panic
buying and hoarding of essen-
tials, which has demonstrated
the fragility of supply chains in
many countries,” the FAO said.

The FAO said the world
risks a “looming food crisis”
unless measures are taken fast
to protect the most vulnerable,
keep global food supply chains
alive and mitigate the pan-
demic’s impacts across the food
system.

“Harvests have been good
and staple crops remain in
demand, but a shortage of field
workers brought on by the
pandemic and a move towards
protectionism — tariffs and
export bans — could lead to
problems in the coming weeks.
Food processors, who handle
the vast majority of agricultural
products, could also be pre-
vented from processing the
farm products,” it said.

Panic-buying by people
has already demonstrated the
fragility of supply chains as
supermarket shelves have been
emptied in many countries. If
agriculture workers are legally
unable to harvest crops, it
could cause a lapse in food flow. 

Continued on Page 2
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Doctors from across the
country have sought pro-

tection from Union Home
Minister Amit Shah after they
were attacked and pelted with
stones in Indore, Hyderabad,
Bengaluru when they went to
locate people reportedly infect-
ed with coronavirus. 

A few days ago also when
doctors in Delhi were threat-
ened by landlords they had
sought similar protection from
the Home Minister.

Two women doctors were
injured in Indore when a 5-
member team of health officials
was pelted with stones in
Taatpatti Bakhal area on
Wednesday while they were
trying to trace a person who
had come into contact with a
COVID-19 patient, police said.

A case has been registered
and seven people were arrest-
ed, police said, as Indore col-
lector Manish Singh warned
that the district administration

will not tolerate such incidents
and misbehaviour.

Relatives of a 49-year-old
coronavirus patient who died at
a Government hospital in
Hyderabad assaulted the duty
doctor and the staff alleging
negligence, police said.

Continued on Page 2
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The number of Covid-19
positive cases around the

world has raced near the 1 mil-
lion mark, with the United
States topping the list with
death toll crossing 5,000 and
the number of infections surg-
ing past 200,000 on Thursday
even as the US grappled with
an unprecedented health crisis,
including a huge shortage of
medical supplies and protective
equipment.

In death toll count, Italy
has remained number one with
13,915 lives lost to the pan-
demic coronavirus, followed by
Spain with over 10,000 deaths.   
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Overworked medical pro-
fessionals and paramedics

across the country are bearing
the brunt of Covid-19 as they
wage frontline battle against
the deadly virus.

According to sources in
the Government, around 50
members of medical staff,
including doctors, nurse and
paramedics, across the coun-
try have tested positive for
coronavirus.

Some had contracted the
virus while treating the
patients, a few of them had
travelled abroad where they
got the disease.

“The infected medical
staff have been isolated and
getting requisite treatment,”
said the sources while raising
concern that, “If the doctors
are going to fall sick, the
entire effort of preventing
spreading of COVID-19 will
fail in the country.”

On Thursday, a resident
doctor from AIIMS, Delhi
tested positive for the disease,
said sources in the hospital.

Continued on Page 2
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The Civil Aviation Ministry
on Thursday said domes-

tic flight resumption is expect-
ed after the 21-day nationwide
lockdown is over on April 14
while permission to restart
international flights will be
given on a case to case basis
only after assessing the coron-
avirus (COVID-19) in the

country.
Responding to a question

from reporters at a virtual
Press conference, Civil

Aviation Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri on Thursday said,
“There is a lockdown till mid-
April. After that, flights from
any country will be allowed to
come to India only after a secu-
rity assessment is made.”

Regarding resumption of
domestic flights, Puri said he
is optimistic that the lock-
down would not be extended.

Continued on Page 2

"�������������������������������
���	������������������������

�����#������������$%���������
)����	��*��  ��	�����+  ����������,	�		�-�.�	����������������
�
����� �89��8:��

As the number of coron-
avirus positive cases raced

towards 2,500 mark, with near-
ly 400 of them linked to
Tablighi Jamaat gathering in
Delhi, the Government on
Thursday said it has identified
20 existing and 22 potential
hotspots of Covid-19 in the
country.

The Government will also
conduct more tests by chang-
ing its testing protocol even as
it maintained that there is no
evidence of widespread com-
munity transmission and that
containment strategy will
require large human resource.

Union Health Ministry
Joint Secretary Lav Agarwal
said that tests to identify new
cases is in progress, as atten-
dees from the Nizamuddin
Markaz in Delhi had since
moved to States across the
country.

Tamil Nadu has reported
173 positive cases and their epi-
demiological linkage traced to
the Nizamuddin meet.
Agarwal said, “As many as 328
new positive cases and 12
deaths have been reported
since Wednesday. A total of 151
patients have recovered.” 

The Ministry of Home
Affairs said of 2,000 persons
evacuated from the Tablighi
Jamaat headquarters in Delhi,
1,804 were quarantined and

334 admitted to hospitals.
The number of coron-

avirus cases in India crossed
2,400 as 2,069 confirmed cases
were reported across the coun-
try till Thursday. Additionally,
there have been 156 patients
who have recovered and 53
patients who have succumbed
to the infection. The total
active cases are 1,860.

Agarwal said order had
been placed for over 1 crore
personal protective equipment
(PPE), with stepped up domes-
tic production of N-95 masks. 

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: Two people evac-
uated from Nizamuddin
Markaz of Tablighi Jamaat died
due to coronavirus on
Thursday, Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said. In a dig-
ital press conference, he said of
the 2,346 people evacuated
from the Markaz, 108 have
tested positive for coronavirus.

New Delhi: About 9,000
Tablighi Jamaat members and
their primary contacts have
been quarantined till now in
the country after the
Government undertook “mas-
sive efforts” as part of steps to
check the spread of the novel
coronavirus, a senior Home
Ministry official said.
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Aday after testing positive,
Padma Shri awardee and

Golden Temple's former
Hazuri Raagi Nirmal Singh,
62, died from coronavirus in
Amritsar on Thursday at 4.30
am, taking Punjab's death
tally to five.

The fifth corona positive
patient succumbed to the
deadly virus on the day the
State recorded another
COVID-19 case from
Hoshiarpur. With this, the
total positive cases have
reached 47, out of which 41
are active cases while one
patient has recovered.

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: The Government on Thursday blacklisted 960 for-
eigners and cancelled their visas after finding they were
involved in Tablighi Jamaat activities violating their visa condi-
tions. The Union Home Minister’s Office asked the Delhi Police
and police chiefs of other States, where these foreigners are cur-
rently living, to take legal action under the Foreigners Act and
the Disaster Management Act.
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New Delhi: The health of
Ganga River has seen signifi-
cant improvement since
enforcement of the nationwide
lockdown that has led to reduc-
tion in dumping of industrial
waste into it, experts have said.

India has been placed
under a three-week lockdown
since March 24 with its 1.3 bil-
lion people instructed to stay
home in view of the coron-
avirus outbreak, which has
claimed 50 lives so far and
infected over 1,965 people in
the country.  

The Ganga river water was
found to be suitable for
bathing at most monitoring
centres, the Central Pollution
Control Board data showed.

According to the real time
water monitoring data of the
CPCB, out of the 36 monitor-
ing units placed at various
points of the Ganga river, the
water quality around 27 points
was suitable for bathing and
propagation of wildlife and
fisheries.

The parameters that the
monitoring stations monitor
online are dissolved oxygen
(more than 6 mg/litre), bio-
chemical oxygen demand (less
than 2 mg/litre), total coliform
levels (5000 per 100 ml) and
pH (range between 6.5 and 8.5)

to assess the health of the
river.

Earlier, other than stretch-
es in Uttarakhand and a cou-
ple of places as the river enters
Uttar Pradesh, the river water
was found to be unfit for
bathing the whole way till it
drains into the Bay of Bengal in
West Bengal.

Experts said the water
quality of Ganga river has
improved since the enforce-
ment of the lockdown, espe-
cially around the industrial
clusters.

Environmentalist Manoj
Misra said it is a very good time
for the CPCB to study the level
of pollution coming from the
industry.

"The improvement that is
visible needs to be validated
with proper data. It is very good
time for CPCB to study the
level of pollution coming from
the industry. It is a very good
time to set up a baseline," he
said.

Environmentalist Vikrant
Tongad said the improvement
has been specially seen in the
industrial clusters which used
to see huge pollution level due
to dumping by industries.

Tongad said the improve-
ment has been seen around
Ganga in Kanpur, an industri-

al town, from where huge
industrial waste is generated
and thrown into rivers.

"The improvement in the
quality of water has also been
observed in Ganga''s tributaries
like Hindon and Yamuna," he
said. While the domestic sew-
erage has not reduced, indus-
trial effluent has nearly finished
and that is why the water qual-
ity has improved, he said,
adding that the water quality is
expected to further improve in
the coming days till the enforce-
ment of lockdown. Bhim Singh
Rawat, environmentalist and
Associate Coordinator South
Asia Network on Dams, Rivers,
People (SANDRP), said
improvements have also been
seen in Ganga around Mathura.

"The organic pollution
level still gets diluted in the
river but it is the chemical pol-
lution by industries that
destroys river''s self cleansing
properties. The self-cleansing
properties have improved due
to which the water quality has
improved," he said.

Himanshu Thakkar, envi-
ronmental activist and water
expert, coordinator of South
Asia Network of Dams, Rivers
& People (SANDRP), said the
improvement is a temporary
respite. PTI
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Chandigarh: In what is likely
to set alarm bells ringing for the
health authorities, the Haryana
Government on Thursday said
five people who came to the
State after attending the
Tablighi Jamaat's congregation
in New Delhi' last month have
tested positive for coronavirus.

Haryana Health Minister
Anil Vij said two of the infect-
ed patients were traced to
Ambala while three in Palwal
tested positive for coronavirus.

Later in the day, Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
told Prime Minister Narendra
Modi during a videoconfer-
encing that the count of those
who attended the Tablighi
Jamaat's congregation and
came to Haryana afterwards
has shot up to 1,277.

He said the number also
included 107 foreigners and the
jamaat returnees were traced to
five districts in the state.

About the foreigners,
Khattar said their passports
have been confiscated and
FIRs registered for various vio-
lations, a state government
statement said.

He said samples of all 107
foreigners have been sent for
testing and reports were await-
ed.

Vij said these foreigners
were from Bangladesh,
Malaysia, South Africa, Nepal
and Sri Lanka.

He said a majority were on
tourist visas. All had concealed
information regarding their
travel details within the coun-
try and action as per law is
being contemplated against
them, he said.

Asked if the foreigners will
be deported, Vij, who is also
Haryana's Home Minister,
replied, "We cannot do so till
they test negative."

All those who had been

traced to the state so far are
from outside Haryana, he said.

"We do not exactly know
who all they have met. There
is a possibility that some of
them may have infected others
who in turn unknowingly may
be carriers," he said.

Asked how many of these
could have entered the state
after the lockdown, Vij said,
"This information is being
gathered. In every district, they
have an in-charge and we are
trying to gather more details."

Health teams are at their
job after the Haryana Police
traced the congregation atten-
dees in several districts such as
Ambala, Palwal, Gurgaon and
Faridabad.

All 107 foreigners had
been kept in isolation while
samples of several others sus-
pected cases have so far been
sent for testing and all are being
quarantined, Vij said. PTI
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Mumbai: Thanks to the alert-
ness shown by Maharashtras
home department, a congrega-
tion similar to the one held in
Delhi’s Nizamuddin, now linked
to COVID-19 spread, was avert-
ed near here following with-
drawal of permission for the
March event, Minister Anil
Deshmukh said on Thursday.

A two-day mega religious
programme was planned in
Vasai, on outskirts of Mumbai,
but the home department
denied permission for it after ini-
tially giving the go-ahead.

An official statement, quot-
ing Home Minister Deshmukh,
said an outfit, Shamim
Education and Welfare Society,
had formally sought permission
from the department for organ-
ising a programme, Tablighi
Ijtema, near Diwanman village
in West Vasai on March 14-15.

The society, while seeking
permission, had conveyed to the
department that around 50,000
devotees would attend the event
in which the Quran was to be
recited besides offering of
namaz.

The police, in a letter dated
February 5, had informed the
society about granting permis-
sion for the event.

In the meantime,
Deshmukh said COVID 19
cases were being reported in the
country and the state, and sev-
eral people were quarantined,
while suspects were being treat-
ed.

The department reconsid-
ered granting permission to the
Vasai event amid such a situation
given that coming together of
50,000 people would have been
detrimental to controlling the
spread, the release said. PTI
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attended the Tablighi Jamaat's
congregation in New Delhi last
month and came to Himachal
Pradesh tested positive for
coronavirus, taking the total
number of patients to six in the
state.

Additional Chief Secretary
(Health) RD Dhiman said
they had returned to Una dis-
trict after attending the con-
gregation last month.

They are being sent to
Tanda's Dr Rajendra Prasad
Government Medical College
(RPGMC) for treatment, he
said. The official said the peo-
ple who came in their contact
are being traced. A total of 27
samples were taken for testing
on Thursday, of which three
from Una were found positive,
whereas samples of one person
have been taken again, Dhiman
said, adding that the remaining
23 were negative. PTI
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From Page 1
Puri also said Indians

who are stranded in several
foreign countries will have to
wait till April 15 to return to
India, suggesting that flights
taking foreign nationals to
their countries from India
will not bring back any pas-
sengers. India has allowed
countries like the US, the UK
and Germany to conduct spe-
cial flights during the lock-
down to take their citizens
back home. Air India has
also extended its services to
countries such as Germany,
the UK and France to facili-
tate return of their citizens.

International flights to
India were banned from

March 23 and domestic flights
were also suspended from
March 25 after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced a
21-day lockdown for India
until April 14. As per a DGCA
order, the Government had
barred all scheduled interna-
tional passenger aircraft to
depart for India after 5.30 am
of March 22 and had given
them travel time of 20 hours.

Terming the situation
arising due to the spread of
novel coronavirus as
“unprecedented,” Puri said
the airlines and airports are
working in innovative ways
whether it is about handling
thousands of

passengers at airports
before lockdown or trans-
porting cargo material during
lockdown.

From Page1
Though the source of his

infection is not yet known, the
doctor does not have any for-
eign travel history. The medic
from the Physiology
Department is the seventh doc-
tor in Delhi to get COVID-19.

Just a day ago, two resident
doctors of Safdarjung Hospital
in the national Capital tested
positive for COVID-19.

One of them, who is part of
the team treating COVID-19
patients at the hospital, is
believed to have contracted the
disease during the course of

duty. The female resident doc-
tor, a third-year post-graduate
student of the biochemistry
department, who has tested
positive for the novel coron-
avirus, had recently travelled
abroad.

Doctors at Safdarjung
Hospital also questioned the
Government’s move to set up
the Covid-19 ward within the
premises of the hospital itself.

“Other patients are also
coming at the emergency, leav-
ing them exposed to those hav-
ing Covid-19,” a doctors said on
the condition of anonymity. In

Jammu & Kashmir, two doctors
have been put under home
quarantine. 

It adds to the worries when
healthcare professionals includ-
ing doctors catch the virus
while performing their duties,
said Dr GS Grewal, former
Punjab Medical Council
President. In Uttar Pradesh’s
Lucknow too, a 25-year-old
junior resident doctor tested
positive for Covid-19. In
Rajasthan, too, a doctor at a pri-
vate hospital tested positive for
the virus. In Kerala, 25 doctors
were quarantined after one of

their colleagues tested positive.
The Covid-19 is showing no
sign of decline, posing an
unprecedented medical chal-
lenge for the health workers -
that of keeping the patients
infection free - and struggling
with traditionally and limited
personnel protection equip-
ments such as masks, PPEs,
sanitisers and gloves.

There has been numerous
complaints of the shortage as
well the poor quality of the
medical gear being made avail-
able to the doctors in some
States.

A doctor said that person-
al protection equipment (PPE)
was indispensable when isola-
tion wards are activated with
COVID-19 positive cases.

“We need to have double
protection all over the body.
Hands should have double
gloves and eyes with goggles. “A
protective shield is must to
cover the portion between neck
and shoulder which is available
with PPE. We need at least five
PPEs a day at every isolation
ward,” he said.

There have been reports of
doctors and health workers in

Kolkata being forced to use
raincoats in the absence of pro-
tective gowns, gloves. Doctors
from across the country had a
few days ago had taken to
social media to highlight the
lack of protective gear such as
masks, overalls. The World
Health Organisation (WHO)
had early last month highlight-
ed the growing shortage of
PPEs across the world, which it
said endangered doctors and
frontline healthcare workers. It
has asked the Governments to
step up the manufacturing of
essential gear.
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From Page 1
“As of now, disruptions are

minimal as food supplies have
been adequate. But price spikes
are more likely for higher
value products like meat and
perishable commodities rather
than for major staples which
are still in adequate supply,”
said the FAO.

Kazakhstan, for instance,
according to a report from
Bloomberg, has banned
exports of wheat flour, of
which it is one of the world’s
biggest sources, as well as
restrictions on buckwheat and
vegetables including onions,
carrots and potatoes. 

Vietnam, the world’s third
biggest rice exporter, has tem-
porarily suspended rice export
contracts. Russia, the world’s
biggest wheat exporter, may
also threaten to restrict
exports, as it has done before,
and the position of the US is
in doubt given Donald
Trump’s eagerness for a trade
war in other commodities. 

Australia, which is a net
food exporter, is already facing
difficulty keeping food on
store shelves, as panic buying
in the face of the pandemic has

increased demand, social
research house McCrindle
said. India already has a buffer
stock of 30 lakh tonnes of
sugar, which the Government
is planning to raise to 40 lakh
tonnes this fiscal. In the cases
of pulses, the Ministry of Food
and Consumer Affairs has
been trying since December to
offload 8.47 lakh tonnes from
its buffer stock of pulses.

The UN Committee on
World Food Security sounded
an even stronger warning that
“disruptions at borders and in
supply chains may cause an
echo in the food system with
potentially disastrous effects”.
In another report the “World
Economic Situation and
Prospects: April 2020”, the
United Nations Department of
Economic and Social Affairs
(UNDESA), said the global
economy could shrink by
almost one per cent in 2020, as
a result of the COVID-19
pandemic. According to the
update, the COVID-19 pan-
demic could cause global
Gross Domestic Product to
shrink by 0.9 per cent in 2020,
instead of growing 2.5 per cent
as originally projected.
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New Delhi: The National
Commission for Women has
received over 250 complaints
since the country-wide lock-
down was imposed to control
the spread of coronavirus, out of
which 69 are cases of domestic
violence which indicates an
alarming rise in such cases, its
chairperson Rekha Sharma said
on Thursday.

Since March 24, a total of
257 complaints related to vari-
ous offences against women
were received, out of which 69
were of domestic violence, she
said. State-wise analysis of the
data showed that the maxi-
mum number of complaints
were received from Uttar
Pradesh (90), followed by Delhi
(37).

Thirty domestic violence
complaints were received
between March 2 and March 8,
while 58 such complaints were
received between March 23 and
30, according to the data.

Complaints of other crimes
like rape or attempt to rape and
dowry harassment saw a slight
reduction in the mentioned
period, the NCW data showed.

Sharma said the number of
domestic violence cases must be
much higher but the women are
scared to complain due to con-
stant presence of their abuser at
home.

She said from March 24 till

April 1, the NCW has received
69 domestic violence complaints
and it is increasing by the day.

"Women are not approach-
ing the police because they
think that if they take her hus-
band away, the in-laws will tor-
ture her. Because of the lock-
down, women are not able to
reach out to the police. They
don't even want to go to the
police because they are afraid
that once their husband comes
out of the police station, he will
again torture her and she can't
even move out," she said.

"Earlier women could go to
their parents' place but now they
are unable to reach. The NCW
is in touch with these com-
plainants," she added. Women
rights activists said they have
also received numerous com-
plaints of domestic violence
from women since the enforce-
ment of the lockdown. Activist
Kavita Krishnan, also the sec-
retary of All India Progressive
Women's Association, said vul-
nerable women could have
moved to safer places if the gov-
ernment had given some warn-
ing of the lockdown.

"All the women (domestic
violence victims) who contact-
ed me said had they known
(about the lockdown), they
would have tried to get out ear-
lier and be somewhere safer,"
she said. PTI

From Page 1
The official said that domes-

tic manufacturing of N95 masks
has been stepped up amid the
ongoing crisis.

Suggesting that it is bracing
for a large human resources to bat-
tle the disease, a document from
the Ministry said that “Although
there is no evidence of widespread
community transmission, 20 exist-
ing and 22 potential hotspots
have been identified. The con-
tainment measures to break the
cycle of transmission and clinical
management of those affected
would require large human
resources.”

The Ministry said that

enhanced deployment of human
resources is required in clinical
management, surveillance, psy-
cho-social care, management of
quarantine after, isolation facilities,
logistics and supply chain.

It said that human resources
pooled from various sources will
be assigned for such roles. “Such
identified HR needs to be trained
online using online training pro-
grammes developed by the
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare (MOHFW),” it stated.

Each State has been directed
to identify and designate a nodal
officer for training. The officer will
coordinate all training activities in
the State.

For COVID-19 management,
the district administration will
also pool-in the requisite human
resources.

“Such pooled human
resources would stay in the con-
tainment zone till the containment
operations are over,” the Minister
further added in the document.

The advisory added, “For iso-
lation areas, in addition to train-
ing all hospital staff, dentists and
AYUSH practitioners available
should also be trained. Retired
doctors and other healthcare pro-
fessionals should be identified to
work in non-Covid areas.” It stat-
ed quarantine facilities are meant
to house asymptomatic cases and
the number identified and trained
manpower should be equal to the
number of COVID-19 warriors.
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah who was present
along with Defence Minister Rajnath Singh talked about
the need to implement lockdown more strictly in some
States and the importance of effective district level
implementation of the guidelines issued by the Centre.

The Union Health Secretary apprised the dignitaries
of the rise in number of cases in India, spread of cases
from Nizamuddin Markaz, preparations to tackle med-
ical cases arising out of further spread of the virus and
need to break transmission chain in the districts with
high number of confirmed cases.

The Defence Minister, the Health Minister, the
Principal Secretary, the Cabinet Secretary, the Home
Secretary and the DG ICMR also participated in the
interaction. Along with the Chief Ministers, the
Health Minister, the Chief Secretary, the Home
Secretary and the Health Secretary of the respective
States also attended the video conference.
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From Page 1
Telangana Director General

of Police M Mahendar Reddy
asserted that strong action will
be taken against the culprits and
necessary measures will be put
in place to provide protection
to all the doctors and para-
medics treating COVID-19
patients.

In Bihar, police and med-
ical personnel were attacked by
locals in Munger town when
they visited a locality to collect
samples from people suspected
to have contracted coronavirus.

Stones were thrown at the
quick response team (QRT),
comprising policemen and an
ambulance carrying medical
personnel, when they visited
the Hazratganj locality late on
Wednesday, said the SHO of
Qasim Bazar police station
Shailesh Kumar.

The stone-pelting left a
police jeep badly damaged and
the situation was brought under
control by use of force, he
added.

Female social workers in
Bengaluru and a man in
Mumbai were gheraoed and
assaulted in separate incidents
linked to the survey of people
who attended the recent
Nizamuddin Tablighi Jamaat
congregation in Delhi, the
biggest COVID-19 hotspot in
India, said police officials from

the two cities.
According to reports from

State capitals, there also have
been cases of policemen being
attacked while trying to enforce
the 21-day lockdown which
entered the ninth day on
Thursday and while keeping
surveillance on people under
home quarantine.

In Bengaluru, community
health workers engaged in con-
ducting coronavirus survey in
certain minority dominated
areas were allegedly manhan-
dled on Thursday, prompting
the Karnataka Government to
issue a stern warning to the
offenders.

The workers under the
aegis of Accredited Social
Health Activist (ASHA) along
with health officials were con-
ducting a door-to-door survey
in the minority dominated
areas in view of the virus
spreading through those who
returned to Karnataka after
attending the Tablighi event.

A visibly upset Asha work-
er, Krishnaveni in a video mes-
sage which has gone viral,
alleged that a group of health
workers who had gone to
Hegde Nagar in the city were
'gheraoed' by some residents,
their mobile phones snatched
and all of them abused. "They
snatched our bags and mobile
phones. They did not let us

make a phone call. I have been
working for the past five years
but never ever faced a situation
like this," she said.

Condemning the incident,
Health Minister B Sriramulu
shared the video on his Twitter
handle and said, "The doctors,
nurses and health workers who
toil day and night are like
Gods. Respect them. Will not
sit idle if they are attacked?
Beware!"

In Maharashtra, a man was
assaulted by a group in Solapur
district for allegedly informing
a village official about those
who attended the Tablighi gath-
ering in Delhi. The 56-year-old
man had informed the 'gram-
sevak' of Pimpri village about
seven locals who attended the
Tablighi meet and also insisted
that they be tested for coron-
avirus, police said. In Uttar
Pradesh, jawan Shailendra
along with three others stormed
into the house in Alipur village
of one Vinay Yadav, who had
included his name and that of
his family in the list of people
who had returned from Kolkata
recently.

As the jawan started
assaulting Yadav, his brother
Dinesh and sister-in law
Sandhya rushed to his rescue.
Shailendra opened fire killing
the 36-year-old Sandhya on
the spot, police said. In Delhi,
Resident Doctors Association of
AIIMS, wrote a letter to the
Home Minister, over the attacks
on doctors in Hyderabad and

other places.
The RDA has demanded

filing of criminal cases against
the perpetrators according to
the law besides deployment of
CRPF to ensure doctors are able
to work safely. Further, the
doctors have also sought pro-
vision of Personal Protection
Equipment (PPE) to all health
care providers.

The Association also
sought assurance from the
Home Minister/Chief Minister
on this issue and address the
issue on an emergency basis
and revert back at the earliest.

"We appreciate your efforts
to allay the anxiety when
approached on the issue of
ostracisation of doctors. We
would like to bring to your kind
notice the recent assault on doc-
tors treating COVID-19
patients at Gandhi Hospital,
Hyderabad on Thursday. It is
extremely disheartening to
know that such events contin-
ue unabated even when this
country is going through this
massive. Such actions would
destroy the morale of frontline
healthcare workersdeployed in
suchtesting situation," reads
the letter of the RDA, AIIMS.

The president of
Telangana junior doctors asso-
ciation (T-JUDA) Dr KUN
Vishnu has written a letter
regarding the same with these
demands including registra-
tion of cases against the cul-
prits, deployment of CRPF
and provision of PPE.
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"Singh died of sudden cardiac

arrest at Amritsar's Government
Medical College during the
ambrosial moments of Amrit
Vela on Thursday…His risk fac-
tor increased due to his bronchial
asthma. He had tested positive for
Covid-19," tweeted the State
Special Chief Secretary, Punjab
Disaster Management (COVID-
19), KBS Sidhu, while confirming
the news of Singh's death.

The Health Department offi-
cials maintained that he was put
on ventilator late on Wednesday
after his condition worsened.

The "Gurbani" exponent, who
was awarded the Padma Shri in
2009, had recently returned from
abroad and was admitted to Guru
Nanak Dev Hospital after he
complained of breathlessness and
dizziness on March 30.

Meanwhile, police have
sealed the area around Singh's res-
idence to check the spread of the
infection. The GMC test reports
have cleared that six out of nine
persons - family and members of
a jatha, the immediate contacts of
Singh have tested negative for
coronavirus. However, they would
be kept under observation. The
Administration has also sealed
Shaheed Udham Singh Nagar
and Tej chowk areas in
Sultanwind area where Khalsa
resided. The Health Department
has also home quarantined four
doctors who attended to Khalsa
while reports were awaited.
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AResident Doctor posted in
the All India Institute of

Medical Sciences has tested
positive for coronavirus infec-
tion, a senior AIIMS doctor
confirmed on Thursday.

The Resident Doctor is
posted in the Physiology
Department and has since been
kept in a private ward. His fam-
ily members too will be
screened.

Other doctors who came in
contact with the patient are also
being traced.

A doctor in Delhi State
Cancer Institute had tested
positive on Wednesday, apart
from two Resident Doctors in
Safdarjung Hospital.

One of the Safdarjung doc-
tors is a male posted in the
corona unit whereas the other

is a female who is Biochemistry
Department with foreign trav-
el history.

Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain said on
Thursday that there were 152
corona positive cases in the city
till Wednesday evening, includ-
ing 53 from the Tablighi Jamaat
headquarters in Nizamuddin
area. The 32 new cases includ-
ed 29 from the Tablighi fol-
lowers.
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More than 170 cases were
registered and 3,663 peo-

ple detained on Thursday for
violating Government orders
during the coronavirus lock-
down, Delhi police said on
Thursday.

According to the data
shared by the police, 174 cases
were registered under section
188 (for disobedience to order
duly promulgated by public
servant) of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) till 5 PM.

“A total of 3,663 people have
been detained under section 65
(persons bound to comply with
reasonable directions of police
officers) and 443 vehicles have
been impounded under section
66 of the Delhi Police Act,” said
police adding that a total of
1,327 movement passes have
been issued on Thursday. 
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Astudent of the Jawaharlal Nehru
University was stopped by the JNU

security as he wanted to go oustide on
Wednesday night. He allegedly threatened
the JNU security staff that he will cough on
them and spread corona.

Pranav Menon, a student of the Centre
for the Study of Law and Governance, had
a letter of permission from the warden but
the security guards were not satisfied and
claimed that they could not verify its legit-
imacy. A scuffle broke out in no time. The
student alleged that the guards took him to
their station and tharshed him. He was later
taken to the AIIMS Trauma Centre for
treatment.

Sources said that he had cough and
minor fever and was given treatment by
doctors inside JNU.

When he was stopped by the guards, he

allegedly threatened guards that he will
spread coronavirus.

A video of the incident is going viral
on the social media. Meanwhile, JNU
Registrar said, a handful of Jawaharlal
Nehru University students have been
repeatedly seen violating the guidelines
issued by the Government and adminis-
tration. These students have been directly
and indirectly encouraged/supported by a
few faculty members.

Those who have been indulging in
activities endangering health and safety of
JNU campus residents are cautioned not to
repeat such acts. Strict action will be taken
against violators, registrar added.
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In order to ensure the timely
delivery of essential com-

modities for citizens and goods
that is vital for energy and
infrastructure sector, Indian
Railways has maintained its
freight corridors fully func-
tional and has been successful
in meeting the needs of both
the households sector and
industry by ensuring availabil-
ity of essential commodities
through its freight services
during the nationwide lock
down due to COVID-19.

During last three days
Railways has delivered 7195
wagons of food grains, 64567
wagons of coal, 3314 wagons of
steel and 3838 wagons of petro-

leum. A total 143458 wagons of
freight were loaded in the last
three days.

“On 1st April 2020, total
545 rakes/54177 wagons were
loaded out of which 328
rakes/17805 wagons were
loaded for essential commodi-
ties. This includes 54 rakes
and 2343 wagons of food grains,
five rakes and 210 wagons of
sugar, 1 rake and 42 wagons of
fruits & vegetables, 244 rakes
and 14078 wagons of coal, and
24 rakes and 1132 wagons of
petroleum products. Among
loading of other important
commodities, were 16 rakes and
685 wagons of steel and 17 rakes
and 761 wagons of fertilizer,”
the railways said in a statement.

Similarly, on 30th a total

726 rakes and 37526 wagons
were loaded out of which 466
rakes and 25617 wagons were
loaded for essential commodi-
ties (One wagon contains 58-
60 ton consignment), it satd.
Also, on 31 March. A total of
1005 rakes and 51755 wagons
were loaded out of which 598
rakes and 33265 wagons were
loaded for essential commodi-
ties. 

Issues which were earlier
being faced by Railways at
many terminal points in load-
ing and unloading operations
are being effectively resolved.
Indian Railways along with
Ministry of Home affairs is
keeping in touch with State
Governments to sort out any
such operational issue.
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The Delhi Congress is pro-
viding cooked food to

thousands of needy and home-
less people across the city
under “Congress Ke Rasoi”
programme launched by party
president Chaudhary Anil
Kumar.

Kumar said that Delhi
Pradesh Congress Committee
has set up 25 kitchens all over

Delhi to provide cooked food
to poor people on daily basis
during lock down. He visited
many areas across the city
and himself distributed the
food for the poor and needy
people.

Delhi Pradesh Congress
Committee has already
launched Pradesh Control
Room numbers 011-43534325
and 9625777907 for the help of
the people during lock-down.
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An isolation ward containing
six beds has been set up at

NDMC-run Charak Palika
Hospital in Moti Bagh for coro-
navirus (COVID-19) patients.
The civic body has also kept 156
beds on standby to tackle any
unprecedented situation.

In view of the corona virus
pandemic, NDMC has kept six
beds in isolation ward specially
created for any emergency at the
hospital, a senior NDMC official
said.

The official said that the
civic body has also equipped
Charak Palika Hospital with
three ventilators and four mon-
itor beds. There are also six beds
of high dependency Unit
(HDU) category available in
the hospital, he said.

Paramedical staff such as
nurses, technicians, ward boys
etc is doing round the clock their
duties, he said, adding that
ambulance services are out-
sourced and put on standby at
Charak Palika Hospital, NDMC
headquarter and Maternity
Hospital to deal with any emer-
gency situation.

“Medicines and other emer-
gency drugs are available for
casualty and indoor patients in
adequate quantities. All 13 allo-
pathic dispensaries are also
opened between 8.30 am to 4

pm for the general public to avail
any medical facility, he said.

The civic body has already
converted 240 EWS (Economic
Weaker Section) flats at
Bakkarwala into isolation ward
for people suspected of coron-
avirus infection at a mosque in
Nizamuddin. It had also carried
out a massive sanitation drive
around flats at Bakkarwala.

NDMC, in order to fight
against the corona virus crisis
keep sanitizing identified veg-
etable markets, mother dairies
booths, taxi stands, bus stands,
health care centers,  institution-
al and residential colonies areas
of the New Delhi such as
Chankyapuri, Khan Market ,
Laxmibai Nagar , C - Hexagon
area near India Gate , Moti Bagh
, Sarojini Nagar and other  res-
idential colonies, he added.
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As many as 772 vehicles were
impounded and nearly

2,730 challans issued by the
Gurugram police till April 1 to
restrict the movement of people
so as to ensure social distancing
and lockdown.

The Gurugram police has
also registered around 145 cases
and 202 people arrested for
violating Government orders
during the coronavirus lock-
down.

On March 22, when the
entire nation was observing the
Janta Curfew, police acted
against several autorickshaws for
carrying passengers. On March
23, section 144 was imposed fol-
lowed by a complete lockdown.

So far police have acted
against buses, autorickshaws,
cabs and pickups van for carry-
ing people, while six shopkeep-
ers were booked for hoarding
and black marketing. Some peo-
ple from Shikanderpur village
were booked for gathering at a
place.

During this period traffic
police issued nearly 2,730 chal-
lans worth more than Rs 1.5
crores. “People are cooperating
to ensure lockdown, but in
some cases people were found
violating the norms and action
were taken against them in
accordance with the law,” said
Gurugram police commission-
er Muhammad Akil adding that
they are trying to cause mini-
mum discomfort to residents

but at the same time violation of
lockdown will not be tolerated.

He said check post has been
installed across the city to ensure
lockdown. “People involved with
manufacturing and supplies of
essential goods are exempted.
Authorities are also issuing
movement pass,” said police
chief adding that movement of
vehicles has reduced to around
2%. The movement of the road
has further reduced after sealing
border, migrants workers are
being diverted to government
shelter homes.

To ensure minimum incon-
venience to people, the police
have allowed movement of peo-
ple linked online delivery apps,
technical people related to main-
tenance of societies and houses
and house maids.

Authorities are running
mobile shops to supply groceries
and vegetables to ensure door
step supplies of essentials.

“The Gurugram Police
along with all its resources have
already been deployed at every
place in the district during lock-
down and every efforts are
being made by the Police to help
the people. A several police
units are also providing food
items like daily meals to the
laborers and poor people to fight
battle against the deadly virus,”
said Akil.

The Gurugram police com-
missioner has already formed a
special task force (STF) to mon-
itor and protect the isolation
centers prescribed for treatment
of Corona infected patients.
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South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC) has

deployed drones to spray dis-
infectant at virus-hit
Nizamuddin.

A senior SDMC official
said the civic body used the
drone to spray one per cent
sodium hypochlorite solution
to disinfect Nizamuddin and
the surrounding areas. “We
also deployed two fire tenders
for spraying the solution in the
area of Nizamuddin Basti ,
Nizamuddin West colony and
above Markaj building for ade-
quate sanitization and disin-
fection,” he said.

“The drones with a capac-
ity of holding over five litres of
liquid, was used to bring down
human contact to avoid infec-

tion among sanitation staffs,” he
added.

A team of four public
health field workers with power
sprayers wearing full body PPE
(Hazmat suit) sanitized Markaz
House from inside and disin-
fected all the eight floors includ-
ing the basement after the
building was vacated, he added.

The official further said
that the SDMC also deployed
40 teams dedicated for spraying
the solution with shoulder
mounted knapsack pumps in
narrow streets and localities
whereas accessibility for tractor
or truck based spraying is not
possible.

Apart from this, four trac-
tor driven tankers were also
deployed to spray disinfectant
areas accessible by roads, he
said, adding that besides the

civic body also  launched an
awareness campaigns to aware
people by using public address
system in the Nizamuddin
localities.

SDMC have also started
ground level monitoring on a
continuous basis to assess the
ground reality so that it can
deploy more manpower and
machinery at Corona affected
areas

The civic body has speed
up sanitising the area after
news of a sudden outbreak
and detection of multiple coro-
navirus cases at the Delhi-
based headquarters of Tablighi
Jamaat in Nizamuddin came in
light that was attended by thou-
sands of followers including
J&K, Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh, and the Andaman
and Nicobar islands.
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The Special Cell of Delhi
Police has arrested a 35-

year-old scholar of Jamia Milia
Islamia for allegedly hatching
a conspiracy to incite com-
munal riots in North-east
Delhi.

The man identified as
Meeran Haider (35), a PhD
student at Jamia, is also the
president of Rashtriya Janata
Dal (RJD) youth wing's Delhi
unit.

According to police, on
Wednesday at 10 am, Haider
was called for interrogation by
the Special Cell at their Lodhi
Colony office and was subse-
quently arrested.

Just after the arrest, Rajya

Sabha MP and RJD leader
Manoj Jha tweeted, “Delhi
Police called him for investi-
gation and then received
orders from above and arrest-
ed Meeran Haider, who has
been helping people during the
time of coronavirus outbreak.

Chhatra RJD unit of JNU

also demanded the release of
Haider and said the police
should become 'people-friend-
ly' and not scare people.

Meanwhile, the Jamia
Coordination Committee
(JCC), a group comprising
students and alumni from the
University, condemned the

arrest and demanded his
immediate release.

“The country is facing a
massive health crisis, however,
the state machinery is busy
harassing and framing stu-
dent activists in false cases to
suppress voices of dissent,”
said members of JCC.

The JCC member further
said that Haider was diligent-
ly working to provide ration to
the needy during the lock-
down. “The JCC demands that
he must be immediately
released as all charges against
him are baseless,” they said.

In February, the north-
east part of the national capi-
tal was rocked with violence
which claimed at least 53 lives
and over 300 injured. 
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In wake of coronavirus out-
break, Jamia Millia Ismalia on

Thursday said the university
will remain closed till April 14. 

According to notification
issued on Thursday, the uni-
versity shall remain closed till
April 14 except for essential ser-
vices like medical, water, san-
itation, where minimum oper-
ational staff shall be deputed on
rotational basis.

“The University will organ-
ise a seven-session JMI-Online
Faculty Development for the
benefit of all faculty members
of the university. The aminis-

tration will evolve and facilitate
alternative ways of engaging
with students through online
teaching-learning process,” stat-
ed the notification.

“All faculty members are
advised to use interactive tools
extensively like SWAYAM in
addition to Skype, Webcast,
Google Hangouts, and Google
Chats to engage students for
online teaching and evaluation.
The University library has
enabled remote access to a

wide variety of Subscribed and
Open Educational Resource,”
stated the notification. 

“Students staying back in
the hostels to be looked after in
terms of essential messing,
care, hygiene and medical
counselling. The Counselling
Centre has been activated to
deal with the distressed caused
by COVID-19 including tele-
counselling services for stu-
dents and staff members,” stat-
ed the notification.
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The Delhi Police on
Thursday continued their

search to nab Maulana Saad,
the head of Markaz Tablighi
Jammat in New Delhi’s
Nizamuddin area, after anoth-
er audio clip of him surfaced
online on Wednesday. In the
audio clip, Maulana Saad is
heard saying that he is in self-
isolation as advised by doctors
and he also asks his followers
to take precautions and sup-
port Government to tackle the
coronavirus.

Meanwhile, a senior police
official said that they have
initiated a manhunt. “Police
teams are looking for Mualana
Saad , who police suspect is
hiding in Delhi and National
Capital region (NCR).

Earlier, police had recov-
ered an audio clip, which is
believed to be recorded on
March 18, in which Maulana
Saad can be heard saying that
there was no better place to die
than in a mosque. “Leaving
mosques would bring no good.
Do not leave mosques even if
trusted doctors ask you to,”
said Saad in the audio clipping.

On Tuesday, a First
Information Report (FIR) was
filed against seven people
including Maulana Saad,

Zeeshan, Mufti Shehzad, M
Saifi, Younus, Mohammed
Salman and Mohammed
Ashraf.

The police have registered
the FIR under sections of the
Epidemic Disease Act and
other sections of the IPC, for
not following government
orders on the management of
the Markaz in relation to a
social, political or religious
gathering.

Meanwhile, the Delhi
Chief Minister, Arvind
Kejriwal said that two people
who were evacuated from
Nizamuddin markaz died in
hospital on Thursday. “While
the 2,346 people evacuated
from the Markaz, 108 have
tested positive for coronavirus,”
said the Chief Minister.

However, the number of
COVID-19 cases in the nation-

al capital may rise in the com-
ing days as the government has
decided to test all those who
were evacuated from the
Markaz,” said Kejriwal.

“The virus has not started
spreading among the people in
the national capital. A total of
2,943 people, including 1,810
from Markaz, have been quar-
antined by the government, he
said, adding that 21,307 have
been directed for self quaran-
tine at their homes,” said
Kejriwal. 
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Two coronavirus positive
patients, who were part of

the Tablighi jamaat at
Nizamuddin, died on
Thursday. With many Tablighi
Jamaat patients showing signs
of resistance and misbehaving
with doctors and health work-
ers and the fresh incident of
Indore where they were chased
and attacked, doctors in Delhi
have sought protection. 

Heeding to their request of
personal safety, the Delhi
Government on Thursday

wrote to Commissioner of
Police for the deployment of
adequate police force in hos-
pitals and quarantine facilities
in Delhi. Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal wrote a letter to Delhi
Police Commissioner to post
additional forces at hospitals to
secure the medical profession-
als. 

Kejriwal was concerned
about the safety and security of
doctors and tshe paramedics
who are treating Covid-19
patients, especially those
brought from Tablighi Jamaat's
Nizamuddin Markaz.
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The Congress on Thursday
hit out at the Modi

Government saying that the
unplanned nationwide 21-day
lockdown due to the coron-
avirus scare has led to a com-
plete chaos and panic across all
walks of life.

Addressing party leaders at
the Congress Working
Committee (CWC) meet,
which was held via video con-
ferencing, Congress president
Sonia Gandhi said the
unplanned lockdown has
resulted in harassment of lakhs
of migrants across the country. 

“The 21-day lockdown was
necessary but implemented in
an unplanned manner. This
unplanned lockdown has
caused harassment to lakhs of
migrant workers,” Sonia said.

Sonia also called on the
Modi Government to provide
personal protection equipment
(PPE) to doctors, nurses and
medical staff. The Government
must publish details of desig-
nated hospitals, number of
beds, quarantine and testing
facilities and medical supplies,
she said.

The Congress also stressed
on the need to support the agri-
culture sector which is suffer-

ing due to the lockdown. Ease
restrictions on farmers for har-
vesting. Farmers must be pro-
vided fertilzers and pesticides
and access to easy lines of
credit, the Congress interim
chief said. 

Sonia also urged the Centre
to prepare and publish a
Common Minimum Relief
Programme for the middle
class.

During the CWC meet,
Sonia called upon the Congress
governments, frontal organi-
sations, leaders and workers to
offer help to those who are at
extreme risk. She urged the
Congress chief ministers to

call for better coordination
and funds from the Centre,
including early distribution of
states’ share of GST, for effec-
tively combating Covid-19. 

Punjab Chief Minister
Amarinder Singh said that non
release of State’s share of �5,000
crore by the government of
India is a hindrance in the fight
against Covid-19 and he has
taken up the matter with the
Union Finance Minister.

Chhattisgarh CM Bhupesh
Bhagel said, “The Congress
Government in the State has
given 10 kgs of ration free to all
the families under the PDS sys-
tem. Food to all children in

anganwadis is being sent to
their home. However, the GST
share of over �2,000 crore has
not been released by the gov-
ernment of India.” 

Former party president
Rahul Gandhi, who also took
part in the CWC, lashed out at
the the Modi Government over
the exodus of migrants in the
country. 

“We have looked at Covid-
19 for two months since
February and have spoken to
experts. No country in the
world has attempted a lock-
down with huge migrant
labour without arranging for
their stay, food and ration and

pushing them back home,”
Rahul said.

Priyanka Gandhi, who is
also the in-charge for Uttar
Pradesh, took on the Yogi
Adityanath-led government,
saying that the state has faced
the maximum brunt of lock-
down.

“Instead of supporting
those returning home, the
police and administration in
UP are thrashing them. 
People are now being quaran-
tined in inhuman 
conditions and sprayed with
insecticides,” Priyanka said as
she urged for more testing for
coronavirus.
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Persons with disabilities
(PwDs) across the States are

having tough times in manag-
ing day-to-day affairs in the
absence of caregivers as well as
essential supplies and medical
aid because of the lockdown
imposed to curb spread of the
coronavirus.

This, despite clear guide-
lines from the Centre to the
States issued late last month
that they should ensure that the
sector has smooth access to
essential support services,
including caregiver support,
supplies and medical aid at
their doorstep, pointed out
Arman Ali, Executive Director,
National Centre for Promotion
of Employment for Disabled
People (NCPEDP). 

He said, “Our helpline
73039 44839 set up to provide

guidance to the PwDs has been
keep on buzzing with requests
and complaints since its launch
on March 29.”

For instance, many people
with Thalassemia have com-
plained of facing difficulty in
blood transfusion as limited
blood is available in hospitals.
Many private hospitals have
ceased to deliver their ser-
vices. For persons who do not
have private transportation,
arranging transportation for
basic health services is a major
task.

“We got a call from a PwD
from Nagpur in Maharashtra,
that he has not been able to

take his pregnant wife to the
hospital as there is no trans-
portation available due to the
lockdown, while, the State
Government is yet to ensure
ration for PwDs on urgent
basis.”

Ali explained that it
becomes difficult for PwDs
who have mobility issues to
step out for buying essentials.
Also, the extra pension of
�1,000 announced by Finance
Minister Sitharaman in her
economic package is yet to
reach to the intended benefi-
ciaries, he said.

Moreover, in view of the
rising prices of essential com-
modities,  this amount is far
from sufficient. Just recently,
Shakunthla Gamlin, Union
Secretary(DPwDs), following
complaints from the sector,
asked the States to ensure easy
accessibility of the caregivers to

the PwDs by issuing them e-
passes on priority basis.

“One key reason for the
gap is that Disability
Commissioners have been des-
ignated as nodal officers under
the central guidelines, but in
many States Disability
Commissioners have either not
been appointed,  are hard to
reach, or are unresponsive,”
said Ali.  

However, some States have
started taking disabled-friend-
ly steps, though more are need-
ed. Karnataka and Assam have
developed videos and circulat-
ed information on Covid19
while Uttarakhand has facili-
tated easy movement of care-
givers, as well as any assistance
required by PwDS in terms of
food, medicines or counselling.
States like Maharashtra and
Tamil Nadu too have set up
separate helpline numbers.

On their part, Jharkhand
and Delhi Governments have
issued special e-passes specif-
ic for PwDs while for people
with hearing impairment, states
such as Tamil Nadu, Punjab
and Karnataka have enacted
video conferencing facilities
with sign language interpreters.

To ensure that daily wagers
with disabilities should not
suffer due to the lockdown,
Family of Disabled (FoD), an
NGO has launched fund rais-
ing initiative.

“These are the people, who
despite of their disabilities were
making both the ends meet and
were leading a respectable life.
We hope these unfortunate
circumstances won’t last long
and contribution from good
Samaritans will help in re-
establishing them in their
respective trades,” Preeti from
the FoD said.
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The Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) on Thursday clarified that the apprehen-
sions raised by certain quarters and some political parties about the Covid-

19-specific relief fund – PM-CARES Fund – was totally wrong and foreign con-
tributions were allowed to facilitate the contributions from individuals, NRIs, per-
sons of Indian origin and organisations based abroad. 

The Fund is formed as a Trust for specific purpose to deal the Corona crisis
and separate from the usual PM’s Relief Fund, which is general purpose in nature,
PMO officials said adding that Government is not accepting aide from foreign
Governments.

“There has been a lot of misinformation on the news of PM CARES fund
accepting foreign donations. What has been announced is that PM CARES fund
will simply accept donations and contributions from individuals and organisations
who are based in foreign countries. This is consistent with India’s policy with respect
to PMNRF. PMNRF has also received foreign contributions as a public trust since
2011,” they said.

The officials said that it was wrong to compare the objection of certain
Opposition States’ demand to receive aides from foreign Governments during 2018
natural calamities. As a policy for the past decade, Government is not accepting
any foreign Government aides. There was a protest after it was said the Kerala
Government was banned from accepting UAE’s aide during the worst floods in
2018. Later, it was found that there was no offer from UAE. The PM-CARES Fund
has been created as a special trust to deal the Corona crisis and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is the Chairman of the trust with Home, Finance and Defence
Ministers as members.  In line with the existing policy, the Government is com-
mitted to meeting the requirements for relief and rehabilitation through domes-
tic efforts. Contributions to the Prime Minister’s Relief Fund and the Chief Minister’s
Relief Fund from NRIs, PIOs and international entities such as foundations would,
however, be welcome, they added. While declaring the formation of the Fund, Modi
said that many persons are interested in offering contributions to Government in
its fight with Covid19 crisis.
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As the country is waging a
war against the coronavirus

pandemic, the Government has
roped in the well-trained 15
lakh strong National Cadet
Corps (NCC) and ex-service-
men to augment resources.
Veterans are already helping
local authorities in some States
in collecting data from villages
and assisting the police in
maintaining order, and their
involvement will only increase
in the coming days given their
pan-India presence.

Highlighting these points
here on Thursday, Defence
Ministry officials said the NCC
has offered a helping hand to
civilian authorities in the coun-
try’s fight against COVID-19 by
extending the services of cadets
under ‘Exercise NCC Yogdaan’.
It has issued guidelines for
temporary employment of its
cadets to augment relief efforts
and functioning of various
agencies involved in battling the
pandemic.

The tasks envisaged for
NCC cadets include, manning
of helpline and call centres, dis-
tribution of relief materials,
community assistance, data
management and queue & traf-
fic management.  According to
the guidelines, cadets should
not be employed in handling of

law and order situation or for
active military duties or at hot
spots.   

Only Senior Division vol-
unteer cadets above 18 years of
age will be employed. They
should be employed in small
cohesive groups of eight to 20
under the supervision of
Permanent Instructor Staff
or/and an Associate NCC
Officer, officials said. 

Moreover, for employment
of volunteer cadets, state gov-
ernments have to send the req-
uisition through State NCC
Directorates. Details will be
coordinated at
D i r e c t o r a t e / G r o u p
Headquarters/Unit level with
state government/local civil
authority. Before the cadets are
deployed for the duty, ground
conditions and laid down
requirements are to be ensured.

The NCC, which operates
under defence ministry, is the
largest uniformed youth organ-
isation of the country and has
been engaged in conducting
various social service and com-
munity development activities.
The NCC cadets have been
contributing to the national
cause during natural calamities
like floods and cyclone since its
inception.

As regards mobilizing ex-
servicemen, they said Rajya
Sainik Boards, Zila Sainik

Boards are playing a dynamic
role in identifying and mobil-
ising maximum veterans to
assist the state and district
administration in performing
public outreach activities such
as contact tracing, community
surveillance, management of
quarantine facilities or any such
tasks assigned to them.

Citing some instances, they
said in Punjab, an organisation
called ‘Guardians of
Governance’, comprising 4,200
ex-servicemen are assisting in
data collection from all the vil-
lages. The Chhattisgarh
Government has employed
some retired soldiers to assist
the police.  
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World Health Organisation
(WHO) chief Tedros

Adhanom Ghebreyesus on
Thursday praised Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for announcing
$24 billion relief package envis-
aging provision for food rations,
cash transfers and free cooking
gas amid the lockdown imposed
to contain the coronavirus.

Taking to twitter to express
his appreciation, he noted that
steps like lockdown can lead to
dire consequences for the poor
and vulnerable section of the
society. It is, however, important
that they are assured food and
shelter. “Countries are asking
people to #stayhome and shut-
ting down population movement
to limit #COVID19 transmis-
sion. These steps can have unin-

tended consequences for the
poorest and most vulnerable,”
Ghebreyesus twitted.

“My appreciation to Prime
Minister @narendramodi for
announcing a $24 billion pack-
age to support Flag of India’s vul-
nerable populations during
#COVID19 crisis, including free
food rations for 800 million dis-
advantaged people, cash transfers
to 204 million poor women, free
cooking gas for 80 million house-
holds,” Ghebreyesus added in
another tweet.

He further said that many
developing countries may strug-
gle to implement social welfare
programs upto this scale.

The WHO chief said that
countries are asking people to
stay homes and shutting down
population movement to limit
COVID19 transmission. These

steps can have unintended con-
sequences for the poorest and
most vulnerable. I call on coun-
tries to ensure these populations
have food and life essentials
during the crisis, he added.

“Broad and expedited agree-
ment on debt relief is essential to
enable them to care for their peo-
ple and avoid economic collapse.
#Solidarity,” he tweeted.

The Modi Government last
week announced $24 billion fis-
cal stimulus package to help the
poor tackle the financial diffi-
culties arising from the 21-day
lockdown. Under the relief pack-
age under PM Gareeb Kalyan
Scheme , direct cash transfers
(under the DBT or Direct Benefit
Transfer scheme) and food secu-
rity-related steps are being doled
out aiming giving relief to the
poor workers.
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Rajya Sabha Chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu has put on hold

the oath-taking of 37 newly-elected
members till the lockdown in view of
the coronavirus outbreak is over.

Some of the prominent members
elected unopposed to the Rajya
Sabha and waiting to take oath are -
- Deputy Chairman Harivansh,
Sharad Pawar, Ramdas Athawale,
Premchand Gupta, B Kalita,
Deepender Singh Hooda,
Thambidurai, GK Vasan, Tiruchy
Siva, K Keshava Rao, Dinesh Trivedi
and Priyanka Chaturvedi.

Fifty-five vacancies were due to
arise in the Rajya Sabha from 17 states
between April 3 and 13, against
which 37 members have already
been elected unopposed.

“The newly-elected members of
Rajya Sabha are advised to wait for
subscribing oath or affirmation till the
lockdown period is over,” an adviso-
ry from the Rajya Sabha chairman to
the newly-elected members said.

Naidu said in the context of the
nationwide travel restrictions on
account of the lockdown, the newly-
elected members of the Upper House
of Parliament were informed that

there was no immediate requirement
of taking oath.

While seven Rajya Sabha seats
are falling vacant from Maharashtra,
six are falling vacant from Tamil
Nadu, five each from West Bengal
and Bihar, four each from Andhra
Pradesh, Gujarat and Odisha, three
each from Assam, MP and Rajasthan,
two each from Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Haryana and Telangana,
and one each from Himachal
Pradesh, Manipur and Meghalaya.
The newly-elected members of the RS
are entitled to all perks from the day
of notification of their election, offi-
cials said.

A member elected to the Rajya
Sabha is entitled to make and sub-
scribe the prescribed oath or affir-
mation and take his seat in the
House only upon the commence-

ment of his term of office under the
relevant provisions of the
Representation of the People Act,
1951.

However, the Constitution
(Article 99) and Rule 5 of the Rules
of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in Rajya Sabha do not pre-
scribe any time limit within which a
newly-elected member has to sub-
scribe the oath or affirmation.

A new member is, however, not
entitled to sit, participate and vote in
the House or in a committee until he
has subscribed the oath or affirma-
tion, according to rules.

“In view of the present lockdown
in the country, neither the Rajya
Sabha nor any of its Committees is
likely to meet till the lockdown peri-
od is over,” the advisory said.

It also said that according to the
relevant provisions of the Salary,
Allowances and Pension of Members
of Parliament Act 1954, a newly-elect-
ed member is entitled to all facilities,
perks and privileges that are available
to the members of Parliament from
the date of commencement of his
term of office, which is the date of
notification of his election to the Rajya
Sabha by the Ministry of Law and
Justice.
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The Government on Thursday
directed States and Union

Territories to book people who
violate lockdown rules or peddle
“fake news” on the coronavirus
pandemic under relevant provi-
sions of the Indian Penal Code and
the Disaster Management Act,
2005.

Union Home Secretary Ajay
Bhalla wrote to all chief secretaries
of the states and union territories
saying the lockdown measures
issued on March 24 clearly men-
tion that “any person violating
these containment measures will
be liable to be proceeded against
as per the provisions of Section 51
to 60 of the Disaster Management
Act, 2005, besides legal action
under Section 188 of the IPC”.

According to the laws, anyone
who obstructs any government
officer or refuses to comply with
any direction given by or on
behalf of the government shall on
conviction be punishable with
imprisonment for a term which
may extend to one year or with
fine, or with both.

And if such obstruction or
refusal to comply with directions

results in loss of lives or imminent
danger thereof, shall on conviction
be punishable with imprison-
ment for a term which may extend
to two years.

Bhalla also asked States and
Union Territories to take stringent
action to prevent ‘fake news’ on
Coronavirus pandemic. Section 54
of the Disaster Management Act,
2005, envisages one to two year
imprisonment and fines for those
creating panic and spreading
wrong information.

The SC, while hearing to a
writ petition, had taken serious
note of the panic created by fake
news leading to mass movement
of migrant labourers and untold
suffering to these people. It has
been communicated to the
States/UTs that the Government
of India is creating a web-portal for
people to verify facts and unver-
ified news promptly. States/UTs
have been requested to create a
similar mechanism at their level
for issues relating to them,” said
Home Ministry in a statement.

The MHA also asked the
States/UTs to inform the district
authorities about the provisions of
DM Act to curb the spread of fake
news which is creating panic.
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Shortly after the Congress’
attack, the Modi

Government on Thursday
retaliated with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Prakash Javadekar
accusing the Opposition party
of indulging in “petty politics”
at a time of crisis and when the
PM’s efforts are being lauded
globally.

Shah said while the world
is lauding Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership
and bold decisions in contain-
ing the spread of virus, the
opposition leaders are busy
flaying their own government.
“Under PM Narendra Modi’s
leadership, India’s efforts to
fight Coronavirus are being
lauded domestically and glob-
ally. 130 crore Indians are unit-
ed to defeat COVID-19. Yet,
Congress is playing petty pol-
itics. High time they think of
national interest and stop mis-
leading people,” the Home
Minister tweeted.

Shah’s remark comes in the

wake of the Congress criticis-
ing the Modi government for
not effectively fighting the
Covid-19 menace.

At the Congress Working
Committee meeting today, top
Congress leaders discussed the
situation arising out of the
coronavirus outbreak and crit-
icised the Centre for unplanned
implementation of the lock-
down. Party chief Sonia Gandhi
said that the unplanned lock-
down has caused chaos and
pain to millions of migrant
workers.

For his part, Javadekar
termed Congress president
Sonia Gandhi’s criticism of the
Centre as “unfortunate” and an
unnecessary politicisation of
the crisis. Javadekar said the
Prime Minister is taking every-
one along in his handling of the
situation, and his measures,
including the nationwide lock-
down, have “received” praise
from the world in an apparent
reference to World Health
Organisation chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus prais-
ing Modi for his efforts to help
poor amid the lockdown.
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New Delhi: Pitching in for the national
effort to fight coronavirus pandemic, the
Navy has designed and developed its own
handheld temperature sensor costing
�1,000.  The temperature gun is manu-
factured through in-house resources of
Naval Dockyard, Mumbai.  If need, the
Navy will ramp up production of these
guns. 

At present, these sensors, which are a
fraction of the cost of temperature guns in
the market, are used for screening of large
number of personnel at the entry gates of

the dockyard reducing the load on the
security sentries at the gate.

The 285- year- old Naval Dockyard
(ND) of Western Naval Command (WNC)
has an average influx of around 20,000 per-
sonnel entering its premises every day. In
view of COVID-19, initial screening of
these personnel entering the dockyard was
essential to prevent the spread of COVID-
19 within the yard and the Western Fleet.
The most preliminary method to screen
a probable patient is to check for body tem-
perature by a non-contact means.

Since the outbreak, the non-contact
thermometers or temperature guns have
become scarce in the market and are being
sold at a very high cost. To overcome the
scarcity and requirement of large numbers,
ND (Mumbai) has designed and developed
its own handheld IR based temperature
sensor with accuracy of 0.02 deg Celsius.
The non-contact thermometer has an
Infrared sensor and an LED display inte-
grated with a microcontroller which runs
on a 9V battery, navy officials said here on
Thursday.
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After CISF and BSF, the
CRPF has now been hit by

COVID-19 bug as a Chief
Medical Officer (CMO) has
tested positive for Coronavirus. 

Following the develop-
ment, eight others who were
staying at a Transit Officers
Mess in Pushp Vihar here
where the CMO was infected
were quarantined at a CRPF
quarantine facility at Narela in
the national capital. 

A Liaison Officer of Senior
Security Advisor K Vijay
Kumar has also been quaran-
tined and the Mess has been
closed. 

“It is intimated that Dr
Deepak, CMO of CH
(Composite Hospital), New
Delhi (presently attached with
of ADG, Medical, CAPF, resid-
ing at Room No 103 (of)
Transit Officers Mess, Saket,
New Delhi complained of
breathing problems, dry cough,
continued fever etc and same

was telephonically informed to
Dr Manish, SMO of Dett
(Detachment) Hospital,
Northern Sector Staff Camp on
30.03.2020. Accordingly, Dr
Manish, SMO has arranged Dr
Deepak’s corona investigation
at nearby Lal Path Lab on
31.03.2020. Dr Deepak, CMO
has undergone corona investi-
gation on the same day and his
report received today i.e.
02.04.2020 stated him to be
Covid-19 positive,” reads an
internal CRPF circular. 

The circular further said,
“Accordingly, Dr Deepak,
CMO, is shifted in isolation
ward at AIIMS, Jhajjar,
Haryana. More details follow.”

The circular also directed
that Transit Officers Mess,
Saket be sanitised, working
staff and gusts/officers living
there be put on quarantine
immediately. Confirmation in
this regard be communicated
to all concerned immediately. 

Others at the Mess have
been identified as Assistant

Commandant P Raja (Group
Centre, Hyderabad) who was
Liaison Officer of Senior
Security Advisor of MHA, Smt
Tejaswita, Assistant
Commandant, 84 Battalion,
Vinod Pathak, Deputy
Commandant, RAF and PM
Raju, Assistant Commandant,
Training. 

Constable Amit Kumar,
Constable (Cook) Dhooraram
Sai and Rajkumar Paswan have
also been identified as living in
the Mess. 
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Spirit of tipplers in Kerala got
dampened as the Kerala

High Court played spoilsport
by staying the State
Government order of autho-
rising the Excise Department to
supply liquor on receipt of
prescription by doctors.

Last week saw the Kerala
Government led by Pinarayi
Vijayan  coming to the rescue
of tipplers who were in a fix fol-
lowing the downing of shutters
of BEVCO (Kerala State
Beverages Corporation), the
monopoly retail and wholesale
liquor traders. 

The BEVCO shut down the
counters because of the Corona
Virus scare and the 21-day
national lock down declared by
the Prime Minister last
Wednesday.

With 40 per cent of the
population in the State addict-
ed to alcohol, the tipplers were
in for an uncertain future in the
backdrop of the shut down. 

The serpentine queues in
front of the BEVCO counters
are the only places in the State
where one will see disciplined
crowds.

To circumvent the shut

down, the Department of
Excise came out with a solu-
tion; the BEVCO staff would
home-deliver three liters of
spirit (mainly rum and brandy,
the favorite drinks of Kerala’s
veteran alcoholics)  provided
they submit prescriptions from
medical doctors stating that the
bearer is not in  a position to
survive without liquor.

The Indian Medical
Association (IMA) as well as
associations of government
doctors expressed their dis-
pleasure over the Government
move to make liquor available
at doorsteps through prescrip-
tions. 

“The only option available
is to subject the alcoholics to
deaddiction treatments and
make them come out of the
drinking habit. Nowhere in
the world liquor is supplied
based on medical prescrip-
tions,” said the doctors.

The Pioneer had quoted Dr
CV Krishnaswamy, eminent
physician of Tamil Nadu who
saw nothing wrong in doctors
prescribing liquor as a sup-
pressant to persons addicted to
alcohol. “Deaddiction treat-
ment is a long drawn out
process and till then we have to

sustain the life of the alcoholics. 
There were reports that

seven persons committed sui-
cide in Kerala because of their
failure to get the usual quota of
spirit,” said Dr Krishnaswamy.

But the Kerala High Court
on Thursday stayed the
Government order for three
months. “It is not the respon-
sibility of the government to
make liquor available to the
people. Doctors need not issue
prescriptions to alcoholics to
help them procure liquor from
BEVCO outlets,” said a
Division Bench consisting of A
K Jayasankaran Nambiar and
Shaji P Chaly.

But a former chief of Tamil
Nadu Police told The Pioneer
that there were instances in the
past when liquor was made
available to alcoholics based on
medical prescriptions.

“During the days when
prohibition was in place in the
State, we used to get liquor and
that too original foreign brands
from star hotels and clubs with
prescriptions issued by doctors.
There was nothing illegal in it,
” said the former chief who is
known for his uncompromis-
ing stance against law 
breakers.
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Three days after a senior doctor
serving in the Microbiology

department of Government
Medical College hospital in Jammu
tested positive for Covid-19, his
wife, father and a domestic help
also tested positive late Wednesday
evening.

Without wasting time, all three
were rushed to the isolation ward
of the GMC, Jammu from their
quarantine centre late in the night.
Two other patients, who tested
positive, were brought to the iso-
lation ward from Udhampur.
These two had tested positive
after coming in contact with the
positive cases in their neighbour-
hood.

In Jammu, shortly before the
family of the senior doctor was
shifted to the isolation ward of the
GMC, his wife, herself a doctor,
alleged ill treatment at the hands
of the government authorities.

A Video clipping of her state-
ment also went viral on various
social media platforms where she
was seen questioning the con-
cerned authorities while sharing
ordeal of her family members, kept
in the quarantine.

She alleged for three days
they have been quarantined but no
authority informed them about
their test reports. "I received a call
from my husband that all three of
us have been tested positive", she
is heard saying in her recorded
statement. 

"The authorities here are not
even treating us like human
beings. They have stationed an
ambulance outside the quarantine
centre and we have been told to
board the ambulance". "We are
asking them where we should
leave mother of the senior doctor.
what if she suffers an heart attack.
My husband is already hospi-
talised and his father( a retired
police officers) has also tested pos-

itive.What if something goes
wrong, who will be held account-
able for all this" 

She alleged her husband con-
tracted virus due to sheer negli-
gence on the part of the hospital
authorities as they had failed to
provide him personnel protection
equipment. "On our part we took
all the precautions, even then we
are tested positive and it is all
because of the negligence on the
part of the hospital authorities",
she alleged.

Official sources in the GMC
revealed the doctors were forced
to compromise their own safety as
they were only handed over face
masks and gloves in the name of
PPE's. The team of doctors, work-
ing at the collection centre, were
not provided with proper safety
kits, claimed colleagues of the
senior doctor who tested 
positive.

In her statement, wife of the
doctor also claimed, "My husband

was not provided with personal
protection equipment (PPE) while
he was on duty". Family members
claimed they were hurt after
attempts were made to run vilifi-
cation campaign by the GMC
authorities claiming the doctor was
not part of the coronavirus testing
team.

However, the duty roaster of
the GMC, Jammu clearly mentions
name of the assistant professor on
the duty  sheet. He was  on duty
between March 13- March 19
along with three others in the
Microbiology department for col-
lection of samples of coronavirus
patients. 

The doctor was tested positive
on March 30. ,According to offi-
cial sources, "the staff members
stationed at the GMC,
Microbiology lab were also quar-
antined as per the standard oper-
ating procedure".

According to the daily bul-
letin, so far a total number of 70

cases have tested positive in
Jammu and Kashmir. The total
active cases at present are 65. Out
of this, 50 are from Kashmir divi-
sion and 15 from Jammu. Two
patients have died so far and
three patients have been dis-
charged after they recovered fully.

More than three dozen villages
across nine districts of Jammu and
Kashmir have already been
declared 'red zones by the gov-
ernment, thoroughly restricting
movement of people from one
place to another.

At present, 65 patients have
been kept in hospital isolation, 622
under hospital quarantine, and
4109 under home surveillance.
Out of 1084 samples, 1010 have
tested negative. 

The government has also
identified over 2000 contact per-
sons of all the positive cases and
have decided to test each one of
them to prevent spread of Covid19
in Jammu and Kashmir. 
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With 75 new patients test-
ing positive for corona

virus on Thursday, the number
of patients admitted to various
hospitals  in Tamil Nadu
because of the pandemic shot
up to 309.  This was stated by
Beela Rajesh, Secretary, Health,
Government of Tamil Nadu.

Her disclosure that all the
75 patients tested positive for
corona virus on Thursday were
the returnees from the inter-
national religious congrega-
tion held recently in New
Delhi. “Till date we have test-
ed 1103 delegates who had par-
ticipated in the congregation.
Efforts are in full swing to trace
the missing delegates and  we
are confident of doing it in the
next couple of days. The Chief
Minister himself has appealed
to the people who  attended the
Delhi meeting to subject them-
selves  for Covid 19 tests,” said
the Health Secretary.

Elsewhere in the State there
were reports that the revenue

and local body officials who
went to the residences of some
of the Delhi returnees came
under attack. Chief Minister
Edappadi Palaniswamy, along
with Health Minister Dr Vijaya
Baskar and senior bureaucrats
took part in a video confer-
encing with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday
morning. The Public relations
Department in a release said the

Chief Minister explained the
steps taken by his administra-
tion to check the spread  of the
Corona Virus. Meanwhile, the
Integral Coach Factory at
Perambur, a Chennai suburb
and the Golden Rock Railway
Garage, Tiruchirappalli are busy
renovating and refurbishing
473 railway coaches to be used

as quarantine/isolation wards
for corona patients. Three-tier
railway bogies are refitted with
toilets and bathrooms, new
control panels and beds to
accommodate corona patients
in the eventuality of the hospi-
tals falling short of beds.

Bogies which have com-
pleted 20 years of service are

being refitted and transformed
into quarantine coaches ,
according to a   release by
Southern Railway.
Bamboo/khus mats would be
affixed or pasted on roof and
each side of coach above and
below windows to shield effect
of heat inside the coach. All
middle berths would be
removed to make space for the
quarantined persons.
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Of the 391 Tablighi Jamaat
members identified to

have participated in New
Delhi's Nizamuddin mosque
from Karnataka in March, 11
tested positive for coronavirus
so far, said State Chief Minister
BS Yediyurappa on
Thursday.

"We have identified 391
Tablighis in the State who went
to Nizamuddin mosque in
March. Of them, 91 from Bidar
in the state's northern region
were tested and 11 of them
reported positive and 80 
tested negative," Yediyurappa
told reporters 
here.Bidar is about 690 km
north of Bengaluru in the
southern State.

The State health depart-
ment has kept the remaining
Tablighis under home and
institutional quarantine across
the state for check-up and
observation.

"Efforts are on to trace
other Tablighis, their primary
and secondary contacts, as
they might have gone on return
from Nizamuddin to other dis-
tricts for religious activities

and stranded due to lock-
down," said the Chief
Minister.

The State Government has
also directed the district
administration to trace, isolate
and quarantine the remaining
Tabligbis who are yet to report
to the health department for
testing.

"About 30 Tablighis iden-
tified in Bengaluru tested neg-
ative for Covid-19. The remain-
ing have also been tested and
their results are awaited,"
Yediyurappa added.

With the 21-day lockdown
in force since March 25 to April
14, Chief Minister appealed to
all religious leaders to cooper-
ate with the state in creating
awareness of the virus fallout
within their community and
help his government in locat-
ing other 
Tablighis.

Meanwhile, state health
commissioner P.K. Pandey told
IANS that about 1,000 people
across the state were under the
scanner to find out if they came
in contact with the Tablighis
who returned from
Nizamuddin or their primary
contacts.

Jaipur: Fifteen new corona
positive cases were reported in
Rajasthan on Thursday, taking
the total number of such cases
to 133 in the State, said health
officials.

Three new cases were
reported from Udaipur,
Dholpur, and Bharatpur which
till now had no such case, said
Health Minister Raghu
Sharma.

Additional Chief Secretary
Rohit Kumar Singh said:
"Jaipur reported seven new
cases, Jodhpur three,
Jhunjhunu one, Udaipur two,
Dholpur one and Bharatpur
one. In the morning, members
of Tablighi Jamaat were found
positive each in Jhunjhunu,
Bharatpur and Dholpur.

Jaipur now has the highest
41 corona patients in the State,
followed by Bhilwara with 26,
Jhunjhunu nine, Pali one,
Pratapgarh two, Sikar one,
Jodhpur 11, Dungarpur three,
Churu eight, Ajmer five, Alwar

three, Tonk four, Bharatpur
one, Dholpur one and Udaipur
two. Besides, there are 18 evac-
uees -- nine from Jaisalmer and
nine from Jodhpur and two
from Italy.

A total of 21 patients have
since tested negative and 11
discharged till date. Along with
14 Tablighi Jamaat members
who tested positive earlier, the
total count in the State comes
to 133, said Singh.

Of the two fresh positive
cases reported in the last few
hours, one is a 26-year-old
woman from Jodhpur with
travel history to Ahmedabad.
Another is a 16-year-old boy
from Udaipur with travel his-
tory to Indore, Singh
said. IANS

Lucknow: The number of
corona positive cases in Uttar
Pradesh is now 121. Seventeen
patients have been completely
cured.

The Additional Chief
Secretary (ACS) home, Avanish
Awasthi, said on Thursday that
samples of 429 people who
attended Tablighi Jamaat event
in Delhi have been sent for test-
ing.

"The cases are not rising
exponentially, as only 8 cases
have been reported since
Wednesday," he said.

The ACS said that so far,
1,172 persons who had come to
UP on tourist visas have been
identified, of which 884 had
been quarantined.

Two persons who attended
the Jamaat have tested corona
positive in Meerut and
Ghazipur. IANS
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State Government agencies
tended to come out with

conflicting assertions on the
number of corona infections
and resultant deaths in Bengal
even as the political opposition
called the State’s “tendency to
hide facts” as “suicidal.”

While the designated
expert committee of doctors on
Thursday told in a media brief-
ing that the total number of
corona infections in the State
had gone up to 53 with 16 new
cases reported in the last 24
hours at a subsequent press con-
ference State Chief Secretary
Rajiva Sinha provided “clarifi-
cations” capping the number of
active Corona cases to 34.

Earlier at 4 pm the
spokesperson of the expert
committee of the Health
Ministry said: “the total num-
ber people tested till date is 763
and the number of cases found
positive is, 53 out which 3 have
been cured.”  He also said that
“in the past 24 hours there have
been 16 positive cases,” adding
“the total number of patients
succumbing to the disease is 7
… out of which 4 persons have
expired in the past 24 hours.” A
total number of three patients
have been cured and discharged
from the hospitals he said.

However two hours later at

a subsequent media confer-
ence the Chief Secretary mak-
ing “some clarifications,” — on
the statement issued by the
Health Department — said that
4 out of the 7 cases of claimed
Corona related deaths “Co-
morbidity — like kidney and
other ailments — was present
and it is not clear whether they
died due to the viral attack.” He
said that the pathological sam-
ples of all the patients had test-
ed positive for Corona notwith-
standing the fact that they had
come to the hospital for treat-
ing other ailments.

The Chief Secretary also
said the samples of 9 other
patients had reported negative
in second test and so they
should be taken out of the total
number 53 patients given by the
Health Department experts. 

“Out of the remaining cases
three have died of confirmed
Corona infection and another
three have been released which
brings the total number of
active cases to 34,” Sinha said
reminding “out of the total
number of reported cases there
are 20 patients from five fami-
lies.” There was no point in pro-
viding inflated numbers “so
that there is panic in the soci-
ety,” he said.

Reacting strongly to the
conflicting reports emanating
from two agencies of the

Government BJP State presi-
dent Dilip Ghosh on Thursday
accused the Government of
suppressing facts.

“We have reports that the
Government is hiding facts
and in a bid to do so the
Corona patients are being kept
with other patients in general
ward which is dangerous,”
Ghosh said adding “not only the
doctors and the health staff are
being given substandard pro-
tection gear but also the hospi-
tals are not testing the patients
who are going with specific
complaints.”

Elsewhere in a related
development Bengal
Government has decided to
promote all the students till
standard VIII to the next class
considering the gravity of the
situation emerging in the wake
of Corona outbreak.

State Education Minister
Partha Chatterjee said the
“Education Department was
passing on instruction to the
schools (state-run and state-
aided) to fully enforce the ''no
detention'' policy in all institu-
tions for those studying up to
the eighth standard, in view of
the present situation.

The Government had ear-
lier ordered the closure of all
educational institutions from
March 16 till further 
decisions. 
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The Election Commission of India
(EC) on Thursday extended the

deadline for submission of comments
and suggestions by the public on the
proposed changes in electoral man-
agement from March 31 to April 30 due
to coronavirus outbreak and the nation-
wide lockdown. In its statement, the EC
said: “Some representations have been-
received to extend the deadline in view
of the current situation of lockdown
measures to contain Covid-19 in the
country. 

The Commission has considered
the same and extended the deadline of
receiving comments to April 30,
2020”.The EC had set up nine working
groups after the 2019 Lok
Sabhaelections to give recommenda-
tions on various aspects of conductin-
gelections. On March 7, it invited
comments from citizens andstake-
holders on the draft recommendations,

which included exploring new voting
methods and online versions of voter
ID cards. 

The working group recommenda-
tion was to start online registrationfa-
cilities at the school or college-level for
all prospective votersat 17 years of age
so they can be enrolled in the electoral
roll assoon as they become eligible at
18. The ECI also recommended four-
cut-off dates in a year to enroll as a
voter. Currently, January 1 isthe qual-
ifying date so those who turn 18 after
that date are noteligible to vote the
whole year. The EC has proposed
January 1, April1, July 1 and October
1 as the qualifying dates, while the
LawMinistry has suggested two dates —
January 1 and July 1. For politicalpar-
ties, the recommendations included
online nomination of candidatesand a
cap on the spending allowed by parties.
Currently, individualcandidates are
allowed a limited expenditure on cam-
paigning.

����� �89��8:��

The Ministry of Agriculture on Thursday
launched new features in electronic

agriculture market platform (e-NAM),
enabling direct trading from warehouses
as well as collection centres of farmers pro-
ducers organisations (FPOs) as part of its
effort to decongest wholesale markets
amid coronavirus threat.

"Union Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar launched two newfeatures of
National Agriculture Market (e-NAM)
Platform to strengthenagriculture mar-
keting by farmers which will reduce their
need tophysically come to wholesale man-
dis for selling their harvestedproduce," an
official statement said.

The features have been launched at the
time when there is a criticalneed to decon-
gest mandis to effectively fight against
COVID-19, it added.The first one, ware-
houses-based trading modules in e-NAM
software willfacilitate trade from ware-
houses as per the e-NWR (electronicne-

gotiable warehouse  receipt).The other one
is FPO trading module in e-NAM where
by FPOs can tradetheir produce from their
collection centre without bringing thep-
roduce to APMC. "In addition to facilitate
inter-mandi and inter-state trade at this
juncture, enhanced version of the logistic
module has been releasedwhereby aggre-
gators of transport logistic platform have
on boardedwhich helps users to avail
trackable transport facilities fortransport-
ing their produce," the statement said.

Speaking on the occasion, Tomar reit-
erated that e-NAM was launched on14
April 2016 as a pan India electronic trade
portal linking APMCsacross the
states.Already 585 mandis in 16 States and
two Union Territories have been integrat-
ed on e-NAM portal.He also said the e-
NAM will be soon expanded to cover an
additional 415 mandis, which will take the
total number of e-NAM mandis to 1,000.
Tomar highlighted that the e-NAM pro-
vides for contactless remotebidding and
mobile-based payment system.
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The coronavirus situation wors-
ened in Maharashtra on

Thursday, as the pandemic toll
rose from 16 to 19 and 81 more
persons tested positive for Covid-
19 taking the total infected num-
ber of infected persons in the state
to 416.

On a day when the
Maharashtra Government
declared 30 government hospitals
in the state as designated hospi-
tals for coronavirus treatment, the
pandemic claimed three more
lives taking the toll to 19 in the
State.

The details of the latest
Coronavirus deaths were awaited
till late in the evening.

Of the 81 positive cases,
Mumbai accounted for a maxi-
mum of 57 cases, while there were
nine cases in Ahmednagar, six
cases in Pune, three cases in
Pimpri-Chinchwad, five cases in

Thane and one case in Thane.
With the latest positive cases,

the total number of infected cases
in Maharashtra shot up from 335
on Wednesday to 416 on
Thursday. According to a medical
bulletin issued by the State Public
Health department, 42 persons
have fully recovered from Covid-
19 and have been discharged
from various hospitals so far.

What has put the state health
authorities is the fact that two per-
sons from Mumbai’s Dharavi,
which is Asia’s largest slum have
tested positive for the
Covid-19.

Of the two infected cases
reported from Dharavi, one is a
56-year-old man – who with no
history of international travel --
tested positive for Covid-19 on
Wednesday, while the second one
is a 52-year-old sanitation
department worker of the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC). 

Unconfirmed reports had
said on Wednesday night that 56-
year-old man, who is resident of
Dharavi’s Shahunagar area suc-
cumbed to the pandemic.
However, there was no official
confirmation from the BMC
about this death.   

Sources said that the BMC
sanitation department worker,
who tested positive for Covid-19,
is a resident of Worli area in
south-central Mumbai. He had
been posted on sanitation duty at
Dharavi.  After he was admitted
to hospital where tested positive
for Coronavirus, seven of his
family members have been home
quarantined.  

Following reports of positive
cases from Dharavi, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) sealed off the
entire building No. 9 in Punjabi
Camp, Sion-Koliwada area On
Thursday.

Meanwhile, State Health

Minister Rajesh Tope said that as
many as 1,400 persons had attend-
ed the Tablighi Jamaat event in
Delhi's Nizammudin, which has
now become hotbed for Covid-19.
“We have identified them. We are
in the process of tracking and
quarantining them,” he said.

“The Covid-19 test results of
46 persons who returned from the
event have proved negative, while
the reports of the remaining three
are awaited,” the minister said. 

Releasing the list of 30 hos-
pitals across the state which have
been designated as the
Coronavirus treatment hospitals,
Tope said: “For designating gov-
ernment as Coronavirus hospitals,
we have come out with a notifi-
cation. Together, these designat-
ed hospitals have a total bed
capacity of 2305.    

According to Tope, more
than 200, including several for-
eigners, are under institutional
quarantine in various parts of the

state. “We are following the com-
plete protocols,” he said.

In a major initiative, the BMC
came out with a list of all its con-
tainment areas in the metropolis.
The areas include several resi-
dential complexes which have
now been sealed with entry-exit
barred for all till the isolation peri-
ods are over. On its part, the BMC
is disinfecting various localities
and housing complexes in various
part of the metropolis.

The Maharashtra govern-
ment has set up more than 3,500
temporary camps for housing
migrant labourers “ In these
camps, we will be giving the
migrant labourers, accommoda-
tion and other basic needs till the
lockdown period is over,” a senior
official said.

Meanwhile, the state police
have detained around 325
migrants who attempted to sneak
out of Maharashtra in 4 contain-
er trucks to Rajasthan.
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Among the vast numbers of pic-
tures starkly reflecting the real-
ity of the utter deprivation
and difficulties confronting
the migrants trying to reach the

safety of their own homes, there was one
that truly encapsulates the tragedy. It was
aptly captioned as: “Bharat meets India.”
There can be no two opinions that at this
time of great peril, India once again let
down Bharat, the colloquial euphemism for
those vast numbers who inhabit the hin-
terland. While the labourers may be
blamed for having panicked, that would be
excusable given the limited amount of
information made public by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi when he
announced a nationwide lockdown for 21
days on March 24.

It can be debated as to who should be
blamed for this avoidable tragedy but what
cannot be disputed is the fact that the
implementation of the Prime Minister’s
directive was poorly organised with little
or no cooperation among various
Ministries or States. And for this, bureau-
crats, who are the final arbitrators of how
things should proceed, must take a major
share of the blame. The situation was not
helped in any way by Union Minister
Prakash Javadekar’s asinine tweet about the
Government’s decision to screen the
Ramayana on public demand. As usual, the
police were left to muddle through, which
by and large they did at their incompetent
best; though examples of exemplary behav-
iour on the part of some personnel must
be appreciated.

While the scale of these heart-rending
scenes is only a small fraction of what
occurred, they are still reminiscent of the
Partition and the refugee crisis. Most of us
would be aware that the communal riots
prior to the Partition left millions of peo-
ple dead or homeless, forcing the minor-
ity community, from both sides of the
newly demarcated borders, to migrate with
what little they could salvage. However,
what most of us would not be aware of is
the fact that former Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru and MA Jinnah moved
quickly to handle this tragedy and estab-
lished an ad hoc Military Evacuation
Organisation (MEO) in September 1947,
under Maj Gen Chimni. The body func-
tioned for just three months and did yeo-
man service. It was responsible for escort-
ing Muslim refugees from India to Pakistan
and Hindu refugees from Pakistan to
India. Within that period, it escorted 85
lakh refugees, providing them with not just
secure passage but also arranging for
their transportation, food, campsites and
medical support, a far cry from what we
witnessed recently. This clearly shows the
level to which our political leadership and
administrative capabilities have sunk.

Notwithstanding the fact that a nation-
wide lockdown was inevitable, given our

distinct set of challenges, if we
were to have any hope of con-
trolling the virus, it still required
immense courage and deci-
siveness on the part of the
Prime Minister to have gone
ahead with it, at the time he did.
Though, instead of just exhor-
tations to follow his directions,
it may have been more appro-
priate to have treated his listen-
ers as adults and laid out the
line of thought that was guid-
ing his decision-making and the
likely future course of action.

In democracies, citizens
abhor autocratic behaviour and
generally tend to show displea-
sure by exhibiting disobedi-
ence. That, unfortunately,  along
with ignorance on the part of
some and a complete disregard
for social norms by those who
should have known better,
resulted in the measures being
implemented as envisioned. 

In this context, the action
of religious groups and politi-
cal leaders organising large
gatherings is condemnable. In
addition, one has no choice but
to cater to the average citizens’
excessive reliance on fate. This
has, in turn, rendered us more
vulnerable to the onslaught of
the virus. The fact is that even
without these hiccups, the
Government already has an
extremely challenging task
ahead. Its response to the
spread of the virus is based on

data. No matter how accurate
it may be, it is a minimum of
two weeks behind, given the lag
between an individual becom-
ing infected, the emergence of
the symptom and the diagno-
sis finally being confirmed.

Having realised that it has
not been fully effective in pre-
venting the community spread
of the virus, the Government
now faces the dilemma of how
to proceed ahead even as the
time for the lockdown to be lift-
ed approaches. Conventional
wisdom suggests the
Government can hardly afford
to do so as there’s a possibility
that cases may spike, Hong
Kong and Singapore being
recent examples. 

On the other hand, it also
cannot afford to let the lock-
down continue indefinitely
given the impact such an action
would have on the country’s
economy. Thus, one reasonable
option would be for the
Government to lift the lock-
down in a graduated manner,
district wise. This would
require identifying “hotspots,”
from where the virus seems to
be spreading, and keeping
those areas in complete isola-
tion while opening up activity
in other areas that appear to be
free of the virus. To make this
happen, it is essential to scale
up our testing apparatus and
tracking capabilities, along with

following strict isolation
norms. The fact is that till now,
testing has been poorly handled
by the nodal agency responsi-
ble, the Indian Council of
Medical Research. This needs
immediate rectification.

Of course, there are some
who believe that for a country
which lost approximately six
million people to the Spanish
flu and three million to the
Bengal famine, numbers mean
little. We should, therefore, get
back to business as usual and
hope for the best, much in the
manner in which Japan has
been acting till recently. 

There’s also the speculation
that high temperatures may
actually impact the spread of
the virus. A case in point is
Australia, which is in its sum-
mer season and where the
Government has been able to
control the spread of the virus
despite a disjointed effort in
this direction. This suggests
that if we are willing to take
some risks, we could go with
the gradual lifting of the lock-
down, increasing the pace of
opening up as ambient temper-
atures rise. 

Whatever decisions he may
take, Prime Minister Modi
finds himself in an unenviable
position of being damned if he
does and damned if he does
not. There is also no getting
away from the fact that our

administrative machinery is
in a state of disrepair. Gross
neglect and misgovernance of
the past 70 years have led to the
present situation. There’s a
need for the present
Government to greatly up its
game if it is to remain in con-
trol of the outcomes.

Finally, it also stands to rea-
son that we cannot get back to
our bad old ways. The involun-
tary improvement in pollu-
tion levels that have occurred
because of the lockdown must
not be frittered away in the
name of economic progress.
We must give sustainable devel-
opment more than just lip ser-
vice. Undoubtedly, in the long
term, we will also have to
address the weakness in our
administrative and police infra-
structure to make them more
effective, efficient and decen-
tralised. 

More importantly, we must
look at our primary and sec-
ondary education syllabi and
introduce changes that will
give much more importance to
developing social responsibil-
ity and character building.
Without attention, how can we
ever develop responsible citi-
zens in the future?

(The writer, a military vet-
eran is a Consultant with ORF
and a Senior Visiting Fellow
with The Peninsula Foundation,
Chennai)
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Sir — Over the last two days,
there has been much shouting in
the media regarding the gather-
ing at the Markaz building in
Nizamuddin. As per reports,
some positive cases of COVID-19
were found there, which led to the
whole debate on the gathering of
foreigners in the Markaz. Before
passing any judgment on the
event in Markaz, it is necessary to
know when and why people
gathered there and why they did
not evacuate the place after a
complete lockdown was
announced. 

The truth is that Markaz is a
place where people from around
the globe come and stay. On
March 22, without prior notice,
the countrywide lockdown was
imposed and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi asked every-
body not to cross the lakshman
rekha of their homes. The
Markaz authority also followed
it, besides informing the nearest
police station, which neglected
the alert. If Markaz is responsi-
ble for this crisis, so should the
police.

Asim Suhail 
Mumbai
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Sir — Amid a nationwide lock-
down ordered by the
Government, economic activity
has been halted and stock mar-
kets, too, have been battered but
prices of essential commodities in

the market are on the rise. The
reason for this is irregular supply
of essentials as commodity
exchanges are happening on a
thin volume. However, the pres-
ence of black market dealings
cannot be denied. In lieu of this,
the Government must allow pro-
ducers to sell their products

directly in the market. This will
ensure regular supply of the
essentials and at the same time
keep a check on high prices as
well. The farmers can be issued
passes for a limited time period
to directly sell their goods.

Navneet Seth
Via email
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Sir — With the number of
COVID-19 cases and deaths
increasing rapidly, everyday life
around the world has changed
drastically. In these times, one of
the odd outcomes is the lack of
appreciation of teachers. With
schools shut, most parents are
home tutoring their children
although schools are offering
support. Like so many occupa-
tions, teaching requires training,
skills and commitment. When we
return to a normal life, it would
be good to continue to value the
work that teachers do.

Dennis Fitzgerald
Melbourne
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Sir — It is regretful that while well-
off people coming from abroad
were not sprayed with disinfectant,
migrant labourers were hosed
down with it. The poor are bear-
ing the cost of the rich.

Shambhavi
Via email
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The COVID-19 menace continues to expand
globally as the virus has infected 9,38,348 peo-
ple till now and killed 47,286. And the num-

ber is going up by the hour. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has imposed a nationwide lockdown for three
weeks in an attempt to slow the spread of the
Coronavirus. Everyone, except those related to essen-
tial services or facing a medical emergency, has to
stay confined to their homes as social distancing is
the country’s only hope of getting through this cri-
sis without major damage. Though, as of now, the
number of reported Coronavirus infections and
casualties remains relatively low in India — around
2,032 confirmed cases and 58 dead — the fear is that,
should the virus hit as it has in the United States (US),
Europe or Iran, it would lead to a disaster far big-
ger than anywhere else because of our teeming pop-
ulation and cheek by jowl existence. The Indian
economy is large and complex and the pandemic
will have direct and indirect consequences over a
longer period of time. However, as the American
business tycoon Warren Buffett once said, “A great
investment opportunity occurs when a marvellous
business encounters a one-time huge but solvable
problem.”

Governments to the rescue: Right now, the
whole world is dealing with losses, both human and
economic because of the pandemic. However, we
humans have survived in this world despite all the
numerous disasters that have visited the planet
because we have learnt to adapt ourselves to the envi-
ronment, no matter how tough it is. In keeping with
our indomitable spirit, Governments worldwide have
opened up their treasuries and announced finan-
cial packages to help businesses and ordinary peo-
ple tide over these tough times and make up for the
financial losses they are experiencing due to lock-
downs. While the US approved an over $2 trillion
rescue plan for its people, India announced a $22.6
billion (�1.70 lakh crore) package.

China has bigger problems than COVID-19:
Before the Coronavirus outbreak shook the world,
newspapers were flooded with news related to the
US-China trade war. The US imposed three rounds
of tariffs on Chinese products last year on over $250
billion worth of goods. While justifying these, US
President Donald Trump said that he wanted to “stop
the unfair transfers of American technology and
intellectual property to China” and protect jobs. 

Apart from this, China is also facing anti-
Government protests in Hong Kong. The agitations
started in June 2019 and the demonstrations,
which began as a fight against a Bill that would have
allowed Hong Kong residents to be extradited to the
mainland, have morphed into a call for free elec-
tions, which largely do not exist in China. The Bill
was withdrawn later but demonstrations continued
and protesters demanded full democracy and an
inquiry into police atrocities. The rallies have qui-
etened considerably as most residents hunker
down at home to avoid being sickened by the
Coronavirus. However, smaller protests neverthe-
less flare up now and then and arrests continue. To
Beijing, it is a direct challenge to the leadership, tan-
tamount to losing control of Hong Kong, which it
can never tolerate.

An opportunity for India: Right now, the US
has more known cases of the Coronavirus than any
other country and people in general blame China
for the outbreak of this pandemic. Considering the
impact of the US-China trade war, the Hong Kong
revolt and the COVID-19 spread, it is likely that the
US, and the world at large, would reduce trade rela-
tions with China. When it comes to choosing the
best overseas manufacturers in Asia, two countries,

India and China, are at the forefront. Both
nations have very dynamic production
capabilities and unique economic land-
scapes with proven skills, strengths and
weaknesses, that make them both viable
choices. But now, India will surely have an
edge over China and must make the most
of this opportunity. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s goal through the ‘Make
in India’ initiative is to bring basic man-
ufacturing to an economy that needs bet-
ter-paying jobs. With an increasing share
of a young working population, India can
achieve its full manufacturing potential as
it looks to benefit from its demographic
dividend and large workforce.

However, it is imperative to weigh our
choices carefully by considering specific
external factors that will have an impact
on our supply chain. First, let’s review the
economic landscape in India and China
followed by five key factors that influence
manufacturing in these two countries.

Pricing: Purchase cost is usually the
most important factor when manufactur-
ing overseas. But so is quality, delivery
times and the ease of doing business.
India’s manufacturing labour is more com-
petitive when compared to China. In 2014,
the average cost of manufacturing labour
per hour was $0.92 in India and $3.52 in
China. India has a huge number of
labourers who are skilled as well as
unskilled. The skilled, educated workers
like researchers, engineers and IT profes-
sionals are able to contribute cost-effec-
tive development support to manufactur-
ing operations.

Along with a massive workforce and
an emerging supply base, India also has
access to natural resources needed in pro-
duction. Notably, iron ore and aluminum
for engineered goods, cotton, silk and jute
for textiles and coal for power generation.

Logistics: Newer roads and highways,
railways, waterways and airports give
China an advantage from a logistics per-
spective. On the other hand, India relies
heavily on a massive network and grids

of roads which are not always paved or
wide enough to be able to transport prod-
ucts comfortably. But, with the introduc-
tion of the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) E-way bill, the time for delivery of
consignments has reduced. The
Government is working steadily on invest-
ing in the development of railways, high-
ways, ports and airports, which is expect-
ed to cut back transportation time and
costs by 20 per cent.

Product expertise: China’s major
advantage over India is its ability to scale.
Beijing has created Special Economic
Zones (SEZ) and industrial clusters to
encourage manufacturers, suppliers and
other relevant parties to be physically close
to one another. It provides higher flexibil-
ity and the ability to react in case of insuf-
ficient quality, non-conforming materials,
or other issues. As per McKinsey, Chinese
manufacturers are five times more produc-
tive than their counterparts in India.
However, most Indian manufacturers
use high quality machines and tools to
produce good quality products. Many
Indian industries are well-known for this
and are considered trustworthy when it
comes to their work ethics and business
deals. Unlike China, India does not carry
the stigma of poor-quality production.

Language skills: English is the sec-
ond official language in India and exec-
utives have embraced it to conduct busi-
ness. In contrast to China, India incorpo-
rates British customs and legal systems,
ensuring a smaller culture gap that needs
to be bridged. Therefore, India has a clear
edge over China in soft skills.

Manufacturing processes: India’s
culture, as compared to China’s, has
always been to manufacture at a small
scale. In certain instances, to keep costs
low, China is relocating production sites
to other developing countries and entre-
preneurs are replacing manpower with
machines. Overall, China is maximising
its manufacturing processes, aiming to stay
competitive and delivering larger quan-

tities on tight schedules. 
India’s manufacturing culture of pro-

ducing at a smaller scale has at times cre-
ated a poor image in the eyes of big com-
panies, entrepreneurs and investors. In
addition, India favours family and artisanal
models which result in buyers facing
greater quality risk and production delays.

After China, India is the only coun-
try in the world to match the scale of oper-
ations and integrate its supply chain for
global customers. To effectively harness
the emerging opportunities, India needs
a carefully-crafted strategy and its metic-
ulous implementation at the grassroots
level. Policymakers are far more prepared
today than they were during the 2008 eco-
nomic meltdown. Crude oil is at the low-
est it has been in the last few decades, thus
reducing overall costs. India has a huge
domestic market with a rapidly-increas-
ing middle class and overall population.
Investments in the Indian manufacturing
sector have been on the rise and post
COVID-19 they would increase further.
Initiatives like ‘Make in India’ and sector-
specific incentives to various manufactur-
ing companies aim to make the country
a global production hub. 

India is already an attractive destina-
tion for foreign investments in the man-
ufacturing sector as several mobile phone,
luxury and automobile brands, among
others, have set up or are looking to estab-
lish their production bases here. This sec-
tor has the potential to rank among the
top three growth economies and manu-
facturing destinations of the world.
Corporations have a golden opportunity
to emerge from the shadow of the services
sector and seize more of the global mar-
ket. Therefore, when we think of scope,
this seems to be the best time for India to
achieve its dream of becoming a $5 tril-
lion economy. As they say, “Victory
comes from finding opportunities in
problems.” 

(The writer is an author and GST and
economics specialist)
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As the Coronavirus pandemic
continues to rapidly spread
across the globe, countries have

also intensified their efforts to protect
their people from this deadly virus. Of
course, human civilisation has seen sev-
eral deadly contagions in the past and
the Coronavirus outbreak would also
not be the last one. But this compre-
hension does not allow us to overlook
some critical facts about the present
global health crisis: This is the first time
in recent history when a deadly virus
could spread to almost all parts of the

world. The global economy has never
in the past faced such a critical situa-
tion due to a pandemic and the inter-
national community has never
appeared so helpless as it is today, espe-
cially when it is equipped with a high-
ly advanced healthcare system.

This, in turn, brings us to a focal
question on the outbreak. Was it pos-
sible to prevent the global spread of this
contagion? It is certainly not easy to
answer this question but it is equally
true that had China and the World
Health Organisation (WHO) acted
promptly and honestly, the impact of
this virus could have been reduced to
a minimum. In this context, it needs
to be recalled that while the first case
of COVID-19 was identified in Hubei
province on November 17, the Chinese
Government acknowledged that there
were Coronavirus cases in Wuhan only
at the end of December 2019. And it
was only on January 23 that China
finally decided to put Hubei province
under lockdown. Not surprisingly,

Beijing did not think it prudent to
inform the WHO and other countries
of the world  well in advance about the
serious implication of this virus. The
whole world came to know about this
deadly virus only when China failed  in
its efforts to hide information about the
COVID-19 outbreak.

But, Taiwan, which is one of the
leading countries in the health sector
and also happens to be China’s neigh-
bour, did not waste a second in
informing the WHO about the possi-
ble global outbreak of the Coronavirus,
as it transmits from human to human.
Sadly, the WHO completely ignored
Taiwan’s early warning and the move-
ment of people between other coun-
tries and China continued at a normal
pace. Even after becoming aware of the
global risk of the Coronavirus in
December 2019, WTO Director
General, Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, was busy praising China’s
“commitment to transparency.”
Eventually, a significant portion of cur-

tail time was already lost before the
WHO got its act together and
announced on January 24 that
COVID-19 can spread from human to
human and as late as on March 13
declared the Coronavirus a pandem-
ic. As a result, China’s efforts to sup-
press information about the
Coronavirus and the WHO’s complete
failure in its duty have so far resulted
in over 9,38,348 confirmed cases and
47,286 deaths worldwide.

Now, while there is a growing
understanding among scientists and
doctors that the Coronavirus hopped
to humans from a bat and they are also
trying to identify “patient zero” to reach
the bottom of the Coronavirus pan-
demic, China appears more interested
in saving its dubious prestige in the
international community than explain-
ing the truth behind the global spread
of this virus. Undoubtedly, China’s
unscrupulous behaviour has set off an
ugly spat between China and the US,
with President Trump repeatedly call-

ing the Coronavirus the “Chinese
virus.” In retaliation, China launched
a propaganda war, saying that the virus
was planted by the American army and
also expelled US journalists. At the
same time, it is also very interesting to
note that the US and most of Europe
is dependent on China for its medical
items, including pharmaceutical ingre-
dients, masks and gloves. In fact, the
spread of the Coronavirus could be
seen as a golden opportunity for
China to make a better trade deal with
the US. Whatever may be the possible
impact of the COVID-19 on bilateral
relations between Beijing and
Washington, the fact remains that the
global geopolitical and economic
milieu shall not remain the same at the
end of this crisis. And, certainly,
China’s cosmetic efforts to extend a
helping hand to other countries in con-
trolling this disease shall not remove
the bloodstains from its hand.

On the other hand, sensing the
gravity of the situation and realising

that no country can effectively battle
an outbreak of this magnitude alone,
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi
held a meeting with the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) member countries on March
16 and an emergency fund was creat-
ed with India making an initial contri-
bution of $10 billion. 

Soon after, member countries of
G-20 held a meeting through video-
conferencing, expressing their collec-
tive resolve to minimise the social and
economic damage of the Coronavirus
pandemic. In doing so, they have decid-
ed to inject $5 trillion into the global
economy. 

Another important aspect of this
G-20 meeting that has largely remained
underemphasised is Modi’s call for the
need to strengthen and reform the
WHO. The fact that its Director-
General supported China’s cover-up
efforts is the prime reason for the expo-
nential explosion of COVID-19 across
the globe, because countries heavily rely

on WHO reports and trust it to warn
them of any outbreaks.

The larger question is not just why
the WHO failed in its duty but how
China succeeded in not letting the
world know the actual number of
COVID-infected people. And also
how it persuaded the WHO to spread
pro-China information to the interna-
tional community. Of course, this is not
the first and the last time when WHO
has worked at the behest of China,
especially when its DG happens to be
a pro-China man. 

It is a serious indication of how
China will continue to undermine
global democratic institutions if nec-
essary and corrective measures are not
taken by the world community to
address this challenge. There is an
urgent need to reform the WHO to
ensure that such a crisis should not
occur in future due to lack of trans-
parency and ethics.  

(The writer is ICSSR Post-Doctoral
Fellow, Pondicherry University)
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President Vladimir Putin on
Thursday said Russians will

continue not going to work
while receiving pay until the
end of the month to combat the
coronavirus.

“I’ve taken a decision to
extend the period of non-
working days until April 30,”
Putin said in an address, adding
that each region can decide
what lockdown measures are
needed. Since Monday
Russians have had a period of
national non-working days
when they are still entitled to
full pay in a bid to reduce trans-
mission of the virus.

In his second televised
address on Russia’s response to
the virus, Putin said that in
Moscow “so far it has not been
possible to turn around the sit-
uation despite the measures

taken by federal and city
authorities.” The capital city
with more than 12 million
inhabitants has seen the most
cases so far.

Moscow has been under
lockdown since Monday with
all but essential shops closed
and residents told to stay at
home. “The threat remains”
Putin said, with the peak of the
pandemic still to come both
globally and in Russia.
Regional authorities should
take decisions on what needs to
be shut down based on the
“objective situation” while
ensuring people’s safety, Putin
said. He said Russia will take
further measures and it was
possible the period of non-
working days could be reduced
if the situation improves.

Russia currently has 3,548
confirmed cases and 30 deaths
have been announced.
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The worldwide race to pro-
tect people against being

infected by unwitting coron-
avirus carriers intensified
Thursday, pitting governments
against each other as they buy
protective gear and prompting
new questions about who
should wear masks, get tem-
perature checks or even be per-
mitted to go outside. 

In the Chinese city of
Wuhan, where the pandemic
began in December, a green
symbol on residents’ smart-
phones dictates their move-
ments. Green is the “health
code” that says a user is symp-
tom-free. It’s required to board

a subway, check into a hotel or
enter the central city of 11 mil-
lion. Serious travel restrictions
still exist for those who have
yellow or red symbols.

In northern Italy, the coun-
try with the most virus deaths
in the world at over 13,000,
guards with thermometer guns
decide who can enter super-
markets. In Los Angeles, the
mayor has recommended that
the city’s 4 million people wear
masks. They’re mandatory for
all Israelis who leave home, as
well as customers of grocery
stores in Austria and pharma-
cies in Pakistan.

A top official in France’s
hard-hit eastern region com-
plained Thursday that

American officials swooped in
at a Chinese airport to spirit
away a planeload of masks
that France had ordered. 

“On the tarmac, the
Americans arrive, take out
cash and pay three or four
times more for our orders, so
we really have to fight,” Dr. Jean
Rottner, president of the Grand
Est regional council and an
emergency room physician in
Mulhouse, told RTL radio. 

A study by researchers in
Singapore estimated that
around 10% of new infections
may be sparked by people who
carry the virus but have no
symptoms yet or never do. 

In Greece, authorities
placed an entire refugee camp

of 2,400 people under quaran-
tine Thursday after discovering
that a third of the 63 contacts
of just one infected woman
tested positive — and none had
showed symptoms. 

The top US infectious dis-
ease official, Dr Anthony Fauci,
said medical experts are no clos-
er to figuring out why some
seemingly healthy people have
only mild or no symptoms while
others become catastrophically
sick. “I’ve been doing infectious
diseases now for almost 50 years,
and I can tell you I don’t fully
understand exactly what the
mechanism of that is,” he told
NBC’s “Today” show. 

In response to the study,
the U.S. Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention
changed how it defined the
risks of infection, saying essen-
tially that anyone may be a car-
rier, whether they have symp-
toms or not. But neither it nor
the World Health Organization
changed their recommenda-
tions  that not everyone need
to wear a mask.

Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti said even a “tucked-in
bandanna” could slow the
spread of the virus and remind
people to keep their distance
from each other.

In Japan, where masks are
a household staple, the gov-
ernment planned to mail two
gauze masks each to the coun-
try’s 50 million households. 
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Nine leading European uni-
versity hospitals are warn-

ing they will run out of essen-
tial medicines needed for
COVID-19 patients in inten-
sive care in less than two weeks
as they are increasingly crushed
by the pandemic. 

The European University
Hospital Alliance said that
without countries cooperating
to ensure a steady supply of
these drugs, doctors and nurs-
es might no longer be able to
provide adequate intensive care
for people critically ill with the
new coronavirus.

In a statement published
this week and sent to national
governments, the group said
that aside from the need for
protective gear and ventila-
tors, “the most urgent need

now is for the drugs that are
necessary for intensive care
patients.” They wrote that exist-
ing stocks of muscle relaxants,
sedatives and painkillers were
likely to run out in two days at
the hardest-hit hospitals, and in
two weeks at others. 

Last week, Italy’s national
pharmaceutical agency issued
a formal alarm to regional
health authorities that the
recent jump in demand for
some medicines had depleted
supplies. The agency set up a
special email address for the
regional authorities to report
any difficulties finding certain
drugs. 

The shortage of such crit-
ical medicines has led some
hospitals to buy alternative
drugs or to try giving patients
different dosages. 

“It is extremely worrying

that overworked and often
less-experienced nurses and
doctors-in-training, drafted to
fill the gaps, have to use prod-
ucts and dosages that they are
not used to,” the group wrote,
on behalf of hospitals in
Austria, Britain, France,
Germany, Italy, the
Netherlands, Belgium, Sweden
and Spain. 

A team of experts for the
hospitals authority in Paris last
week drew up a list of suggest-
ed workarounds for emergency
units to employ to try to ward
off what it identified as a
“strong risk” of some sedatives
and painkillers running out.
The experts said that for each
prescription, medics should
ask themselves whether a drug
is really necessary and if doses
can be reduced, as well as con-
sider alternative drugs.
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With new coronavirus cases
set to breach the 1-mil-

lion mark, the world is wit-
nessing an “exponential
growth” which is a bad sign as
the number of deaths has more
than doubled in the past week,
the World Health Organisation
(WHO) warned on Thursday.

According to latest data
from Johns Hopkins University’s
Center for Systems Science and
Engineering (CSSE), there were
9,86,373 lakh cases globally,
with over 50,399 deaths and
2,06,372 have been recovered in
more than 180 countries.

“As we enter the fourth
month since the start of the

Covid-19 pandemic I’m deeply
concerned about the rapid
escalation and global spread of
infection,” WHO chief Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said
during a virtual media confer-
ence on Thursday.

Europe reeled from the
pandemic and the US pre-
pared for what President
Donald Trump warned would
be “horrific” days ahead.

The virus claimed thou-
sands more lives in its relent-
less march across the globe,
including nearly 1,000 new
deaths in Spain, despite more
than half of the planet subject-
ed to some form of lockdown.

World Health Organisation
head Tedros Adhanom

Ghebreyesus said there had
been a “near exponential
growth” in new cases over the
past five weeks and a doubling
of deaths in the past week alone. 

New figures on infection
rates and virus-related deaths
would show whether there were
signs the epidemic could be
peaking in Europe, where at least
34,000 have died. Britain and
France both reported their high-
est daily death tolls on
Wednesday, but infection rates in
Italy and Spain — the two coun-
tries hardest hit — were slowing.

Spain said on Thursday it
had suffered a record 950 deaths
in 24 hours, bringing the total
number of fatalities to 10,003.
The number of confirmed cases
passed the 1,10,000 mark, the
government said, although the
rates of both new infections and
deaths continued a downward
trend. “The data show the curve
has stabilised” and the epidem-
ic has entered a “slowdown”
phase, Health Minister Salvador

Illa said.
The virus has chiefly affect-

ed the elderly and those with
pre-existing medical condi-
tions, but recent cases have
highlighted that it can kill
people from all walks of life.

The dead have included
a 16-year-old in France, a
12-year-old in
Belgium and Ismail
M o h a m e d
Abdullah, 13, in
Britain, whose
family said the

“gentle and kind” boy had no
underlying health

issues. British
Prime Minister
Boris Johnson,
himself in isola-
tion after test-
ing positive,
a n n o u n c e d

plans for a
m a s s i v e

increase
in virus
testing
a f t e r

it emerged that just 2,000 of
hundreds of thousands of staff
in the state-run National Health
Service had been tested.

The United States, which
now accounts for almost a
quarter of reported global
infections, saw its death toll
pass 5,000 by the early hours of
Thursday, according to a tally
by Johns Hopkins University.
Among the latest known US
fatalities was a six-week-old
baby who was taken to a
Connecticut hospital late last

week. “Testing confirmed last
night that the newborn was
COVID-19 positive,” the state’s
Governor Ned Lamont tweet-
ed. “This is absolutely heart-
breaking.” Trump, who was
criticised for initially playing
down the virus but has stepped
up containment efforts in
recent days, warned that the sit-
uation was going to get much
worse. “We’re going to have a
couple of weeks, starting pret-
ty much now, but especially a
few days from now, that are
going to be horrific,” he said.

“But even in the most chal-
lenging of times, Americans do
not despair. We do not give in
to fear.” More than three-quar-
ters of Americans are under
lockdown, including tens of
thousands of prisoners, who
were told on Wednesday they
would be confined to their cells
for two weeks.

Officials also shuttered the
Grand Canyon to prevent
tourists gathering there, and

New York announced that out-
door basketball courts would be
closed as the city grapples with
sky-rocketing infections and a
severely strained health system.

The US Labor Department
was due on Thursday to pro-
vide weekly figures on first-
time claims for unemployment
benefits after last week’s report
showed a record 3.3 million
filed claims. Economists are
warning that US job losses
could surge to the previously
unimaginable range of 10 to 20
million in April.

The virus and the measures
taken to contain it have raised
fears of the worst global eco-
nomic downturn since the
Great Depression of the 1930s.
It has also claimed the lives of
many high-profile figures,
including on Wednesday jazz
legend Ellis Marsalis, whose
family said the “giant of a
musician and teacher” died at
the age of 85 after contracting
the virus.
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The main US disaster
response agency has asked

the Defence Department for
1,00,000 body bags as the toll
mounts from the novel coron-
avirus, the Pentagon said on
Thursday.

White House experts have
said that US deaths from the
disease — currently at more
than 5,100 — are expected to

climb to between 100,000 and
240,000, even with mitigation
efforts in force.

The Pentaon said its
Defense Logistics Agency was
tending to the request 
by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA).

The DLA “is currently
responding to FEMA’s 
prudent planning efforts for
1,00,000 pouches to address
mortuary contingencies on

behalf of state health agencies,”
Pentagon spokesperson
Lieutenant Colonel Mike
Andrews said.

With the infection rate and
deaths mounting — especially
in New York City — President
Donald Trump warned
Tuesday that the country can
expect “a very, very painful two
weeks.” “I want every American
to be prepared for the hard days
that lie ahead,” he said. 

Paris: The Paris police depart-
ment said on Thursday that it
had requisitioned a hall at a vast
fresh food market to store the
bodies of  coronavirus victims
already overwhelming funeral
homes. Police chief Didier
Lallement said officials needed
a site large enough to handle
“current and anticipated needs”
as strains on funeral homes “are
likely to persist for several weeks.”

Two visitation rooms will
be set up for families to gath-
er before the coffins are taken
to cemeteries or crematori-
ums, where authorities have
limited attendance to 20 peo-
ple maximum. The first coffins
will begin arriving on Friday at
the Rungis market site south of
the capital, and families will be
able to pay their respects start-
ing Monday. AFP

Tehran: Iran on Thursday
reported 124 new deaths from
the coronavirus, raising its
total to 3,160, as President
Hassan Rouhani warned that
the country may still battle the
pandemic for another year.

Health ministry
spokesman Kianoush
Jahanpour announced the lat-
est toll in a news conference
and confirmed 3,111 new
infections over the past 24
hours, bringing Iran’s total to
50,468. He said 16,711 of those
hospitalised had so far recov-
ered. AFP
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Shenzhen has become the
first Chinese city to ban the

sale and consumption of dogs
and cats, a move that comes
after the coronavirus outbreak
was linked to wildlife meat,
prompting authorities to ban
the trade and eating of wild
animals, a media report said on
Thursday.

The new law will come into
force on May 1, the BBC report
said. In a statement, authothor-
ities in Shenzhen said that
“dogs and cats as pets have
established a much closer rela-

tionship with humans than all
other animals”, adding that the
ban “also responds to the
demand and spirit of human
civilization”.

In February, Chinese
authorities banned the 
trade and consumption of wild
animals.

The move came after it
emerged that a wet market in
Wuhan could have been the
starting point for the outbreak
of the new coronavirus, pro-
viding the means for the virus
to travel from animals to
humans.

News of this led the

Chinese Government to crack
down strongly on the trade and
on the markets that sold such
products.

The coronavirus pandem-
ic was still raging across the
world, posing a test for coun-
tries and regions, as the glob-
al number of confirmed cases
increased to 937,567, according
to the latest update by the
Johns Hopkins University’s
Center for Systems Science
and Engineering (CSSE).

As of Thursday morning,
the CSSE data showed that 
that global death toll stood at
47,226.
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Boeing unveiled a voluntary
worker layoff programme

on Thursday, telling employees
that it hoped to avoid “other
workforce actions” as the avi-
ation industry reels from the
coronavirus crisis.

The initiative was
announced by Boeing Chief
Executive David Calhoun, who
said such belt-tightening was
needed amid the hit to the
industry caused by the pan-
demic. “It’s important that we
start adjusting to our new real-
ity now,” he said.

Boeing’s financial picture
was already a bit cloudy prior
to the coronavirus outbreak
because of the crisis sur-
rounding the 737 MAX, which
has been grounded for more
than a year following two fatal
crashes. But the COVID-19 cri-
sis has made Boeing’s situation
significantly worse, ground-

ing most commercial airline
travel and putting major carri-
ers in a life-or-death fight to go
forward.

“When the world emerges
from the pandemic, the size of
the commercial market and the
types of products and services
our customers want and need
will likely be different,”
Calhoun said.

“We will need to balance
the supply and demand accord-
ingly as the industry goes
through the recovery process
for years to come.” Calhoun
said the company would have
additional information on the
programme in three to four
weeks. A Boeing official said
the company expects “several
thousand employees to take the
voluntary layoff package or
retire,” adding that the compa-
ny would continue to recruit in
some targeted areas, including
for defence and 
space programmes.
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The ongoing disruption
caused by the spread of

Covid-19 will have a significant
economic consequence with esti-
mates suggesting that every sin-
gle day of the 21-day nationwide
lockdown will cost the Indian
economy almost $4.64 billion,
Acuite Ratings & Research has
said in its latest report.

The single-day loss num-

ber will translate into a GDP
loss of almost $98 billion dur-
ing 21-day lockdown, the cred-
it rating agency said.

“We have employed multi-
ple methods to assess real GDP
estimates for Q1 of FY21 and
believe that there is a significant
risk that it may contract up to
5%-6% as compared with a pre-
Covid growth estimate of 5%,”
Sankar Chakraborti, CEO,
Acuite Ratings & Research, said.

In such a lockdown sce-
nario, the most severely
impacted sectors are trans-
port, hotel, restaurant and real
estate activities. According to
Acuite, there would be around
50% GVA (gross value added)
loss in these sectors, which
account for around 22% in
overall GVA, in Q1 of FY21.

On the other hand, services
expected to see enhanced activ-
ities during this crisis are com-

munication, broadcasting and
healthcare; however, at 3.5%,
these sectors have a small con-
tribution in the overall GVA.

The impact of the lockdown
is also fairly severe on industri-
al activities, which are set to wit-
ness significant contraction in
Q1 except in the pharmaceuti-
cal, gas and electricity and med-
ical devices which account for
around 5% of GVA.

Unlike the services sector,

the industry, however can man-
age demand to some extent with
inventory drawdowns until the
resumption of production.

Karan Mehrishi, Lead
Economist of the rating agency,
said: “The agricultural sector,
which accounts for 15% of
GVA, is nonetheless, expected
to see continuing activity even
in the lockdown period; how-
ever, the allied activities are
partly impacted as livestock

and fisheries are experiencing
mute demand due to the
Covid-19 concerns.”

Acuite said it would take at
least 2-3 months to restore the
industry supply chain even if
the lockdown is limited to 21
days; there are also further risks
of local lockdown in different
regions in India, depending on
the extent of the outbreak and
partial disruption in econom-
ic activities till H1FY19 is a

realistic scenario.
It is estimated that the sec-

ond quarter may show a mod-
erately positive growth of just
under 3% on the back of the
expected normalization process
and some pent-up demand
although it is also linked to the
intensity of the pandemic.

On the positive side, a
quick recovery in the domestic
economic activities is likely in
H2, which may in turn benefit

from the increased fiscal and
monetary measures along with
lower global oil prices.

“We, therefore, believe that
the average H2 GDP expansion
may be in the vicinity of 6.5%.
Overall, a likely contraction in
Q1 followed by a modest growth
in Q2 will clearly have a severe
impact on India’s economic tra-
jectory that has already been
under the effect of a prolonged
slowdown,” the report said.
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Testing was the solution to
“unlock the puzzle” of the

novel coronavirus, said the UK
Prime Minister Boris Johnson,
who was currently in self-iso-
lation after contracting the dis-
ease which has infected 29,865
people and killed 2,357 others
in the country.

“I want to say a special
word about testing, because it
is so important, and as I have

said for weeks and weeks, this
is the way through,” the BBC
quoted the Prime Minister as
saying In a video message on
Twitter on Wednesday evening.

“This is how we will unlock
the coronavirus puzzle. This is
how we will defeat it in the
end.” Johnson said more coro-
navirus testing would enable
staff who were self-isolating,
either because they had symp-
toms or shared a household
with someone who was sick, to

know if they were safe to work.
Antibody tests, which look

for signs of immunity in the
blood, could also show who had
already had coronavirus and was
therefore not at risk of being
infected or passing the infection
on to others, the PM said.

However, these tests were
not yet ready for use and it was
not clear when they will be.

Meanwhile, the PM’s official
spokesman said the
Government was working with

NHS England, Public Health
England and other organisations
to boost test capacity with an
additional network of labs and
testing sites, the BBC reported.
Also on Wednesday, Yvonne
Doyle, Public Health England
medical director, said during
Downing Street’s daily coron-
avirus briefing that the “inten-
tion” was for testing for frontline
staff to increase from “thousands
to hundreds of thousands with-
in the coming weeks”.
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Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu on

Thursday went into isolation
for the second time in a week
after his Health Minister
Yaakov Litzman tested positive
for the novel coronavirus.

According to the Prime
Minister’s Office, Netanyahu,
70, will remain in self-quaran-
tine until April 8 as he had fre-
quent meetings with Litzman,

reports Xinhua news agency.
The move follows the rec-

ommendation of Netanyahu’s
personal doctor and guide-
lines of the Health Ministry, the
Office added.

Litzman, leader of the
Jewish ultra-Orthodox party of
United Torah Judaism, was in
self-isolation with his wife who
has also contracted the virus.

On Wednesday, Netanyahu
completed a two-day isolation
after one of his advisors was

diagnosed with the novel coro-
navirus.

In addition, the Health
Ministry’s Director-General
Moshe Bar Siman Tov, who has
been running Israel’s efforts to
halt the rapid spread of the
virus, also went into isolation
for his contact with Litzman.

He will continue to work
and coordinate the efforts from
a designated facility in the
Sheba Hospital outside Tel
Aviv, the Ministry said.
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More than 6.6 million
Americans applied for

unemployment benefits last
week — doubling a record high
set just one week earlier — a
sign that layoffs are accelerating
in the midst of the coronavirus
outbreak. Combined with last
week’s report that 3.3 million
people sought unemployment
aid two weeks ago, the US
economy has now suffered
nearly 10 million layoffs in just
the past few weeks — far
exceeding the figure for any cor-
responding period on record.

The stunning report
Thursday from the Labor
Department showed that job
cuts are mounting against the
backdrop of economies in the
United States and abroad that
have almost certainly sunk into
a severe recession as businesses
have shut down across the
world. “This kind of upending
of the labor market in such a
short time is unheard of,” said
Heidi Shierholz, an economist at
the Economic Policy Institute, a
progressive think tank.

Further signs of a surging
wave of layoffs are likely in the
coming weeks. Seth Carpenter,
an economist at Swiss bank
UBS, estimates that about one-
third of last week’s claims had
been delayed from the previous
week, when state offices that
handle unemployment benefits
were overwhelmed by a surge
of online and telephone claims.

Yet many of those offices
are still struggling to process all
the claims they have received,
suggesting more claims will be
pushed into the following week.

The magnitude of the lay-
offs has led many economists

to envision as many as 20 mil-
lion lost jobs by the end of
April. That would be more than
double the 8.7 million jobs lost
during the Great Recession.
The unemployment rate could
spike to as high as 15 per cent
this month, above the previous
record of 10.8 per cent set dur-
ing a deep recession in 1982.

Employers are slashing their
payrolls to try to stay afloat
because their revenue has col-
lapsed, especially at restaurants,
hotels, gyms, movie theaters
and other venues that depend on
face-to-face interaction. Auto
sales have sunk, and factories
have closed. Roughly 90 per cent
of the US population is now
under stay-at-home orders,
which have been imposed by
most US states. 

This trend has intensified
pressure on businesses, most of
which face rent, loans and other
bills that must be paid. The
reversal in the job market has
been dizzying. Four weeks ago,
weekly unemployment claims
amounted to only 211,000, near
a 50-year low. Since then, they
have jumped 30-fold.
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The Government and the
Reserve Bank need to come

out with a bold and compre-
hensive package to help small
and medium enterprises tide
over the unprecedented crisis
created by COVID-19, said
veteran co-operator and RBI
central board director Satish
Marathe.

Piecemeal initiatives will
not help the industry as “this is
an exceptional crisis and war-
rants exceptional response,”
Marathe told PTI.

The coronavirus crisis is
likely to end in the next three
to six months, but the industry,
which bore the brunt of slow-
down during 2019, will take
much longer to recover, he said.

Referring to the recent
measures announced by the
Government and the RBI to
mitigate the impact of the pan-
demic, he said, these are only

for short term and may not
yield the desired results as the
problem is severe and has been
further aggravated by the lock-
down. There is a need for a
bold and comprehensive pack-
age to ensure that the industry,
especially unorganised sector
and MSMEs, comes 
back on track as quickly as pos-
sible once coronavirus is con-
tained and the lockdown is lift-
ed, said Marathe, who is also
the founder member of
Sahakar Bharati.

In a letter written to
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, Sahakar Bharati
said announcements made by
the government and the central
bank would make little impact
both on the borrowers and
lenders. There is a need to relax
bad loan guidelines for classi-
fication of non-performing
assets (NPA), it said, adding the
delinquency period should be
raised from 90 days to 180 days.
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All precautions are being
taken in handling export-

import (EXIM) cargo at ports
and more than 43,000 crew and
passengers have not been
allowed to disembark since
January 26, in order to prevent
the spread of coronavirus, a
shipping ministry official said.

“Stepping up measures to
contain the spread of deadly
coronavirus, the Government

has so far prevented over
43,000 crew and passengers
onboard about 1,300 ships
from disembarking on Indian
shores and arranged for safe
transport of EXIM cargo,” the
official told PTI.

Apart from restricting
cargo handling, and scanning
passengers and crew, the gov-
ernment has prohibited entry
of any international cruise ship,
crew or passengers with a trav-
el history to coronavirus-hit
countries post February 1,
2020, to its major ports till
March 31.

They have not been
allowed to disembark as a pre-

cautionary measure to contain
any possible spread of the
virus. They were allowed to
anchor at designated places, but
no shore passes were issued to
such crew and passengers post
January 26, the official said.

As per the guidelines of the
World Health Organization
(WHO), all passengers and
crew aboard the vessels are
being scanned, and all neces-
sary facilities are being extend-
ed to them, the official said.

All required protocols are
being followed and help is
being provided in case of fever
or sickness, the official added.

India has 12 major ports —

Deendayal (erstwhile Kandla),
Mumbai, JNPT, Marmugao,
New Mangalore, Cochin,
Chennai, Kamarajar (earlier
Ennore), VO Chidambarnar,
Visakhapatnam, Paradip and
Kolkata (including Haldia) —
which handled 699.04 MT of
cargo during 2018-19. 

There are about 200 non-
major ports under the control
of States. The Government in
February had directed all 12
major ports to immediately
put in place screening, detec-
tion and quarantine system
for disembarking seafarers and
cruise passengers as a preven-
tive measure against the coro-

navirus outbreak.
Directions had also been

issued to ports to procure N-95
masks as well as thermal scan-
ners to screen passengers,
besides obtaining self-declara-
tion from arriving crew/pas-
sengers. To prevent the spread
of the deadly virus, the ministry
had said it will allow only such
international cruise ships
which had intimated their call
to ports by January 1, 2020.

“Only those international
cruise ships which had planned
and intimated their call to an
Indian Port not later than 1st
January, 2020 will be allowed to
call on such port,” it said.

����
����� ����&������
�
����������,�������'���������
?��
��������
������
���,�����
�����������������
��������

��
���-��������
���2N�!>>���
����

-�������������
������	�������������
(���-�A������E
J�����	�.(AE"
���
���-��,����
��D�����������
����
��
�����
�,�
$���
��
�-��
�����
�
��)�����������

�������������
����������
�������������?��
���
���'��������
6J���@������������
����$����-�
���-��������������	�.(AE
���,�����
�����������-���
�
-�������������-���������D����������
����������������������������
�
D���������'��)���������������
�
D��������������)�����������
����������������������������
�
���
����
�������
��)
�����
$����
�����������������
����������������
�-��������������
���������
�
��������������������������-��
�
������
)���
��
�����1�����������
����
��������-��,�-�����������
-��������
�����
��������

�����������$�����
����������
����
����������������������������� ���

����� �89��8:��

Women bank account
holders under 

Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
Yojana (PMJDY) will start get-
ting a sum of �500 per month
from Friday in line 
with the announcement made
by Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman last week,
IBA said.

This is the first of the 3
monthly instalments under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Yojana announced last week,
the Indian Banks’ Association
(IBA) said in a statement.
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The soaring demand for
hand sanitisers following

the coronavirus pandemic has
made several companies —
from FMCG players such as
Patanjali, Emami, Raymond
Consumer Care and Dabur to
liquor makers like Radico
Khaitan and Diageo — to ven-
ture into manufacturing of the
disinfectant.

Recently, the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs had direct-
ed State Governments to grant
licences to distilleries and sugar
companies to manufacture
hand sanitisers to prevent
shortage.

Besides, the ministry had
also directed deodorant mak-
ers to either manufacture or
bottle hand sanitisers made by
sugar companies and distil-
leries, which lack capabilities to
pack in small units consumed

in the market.
Raymond Consumer Care,

the FMCG arm of the
Raymond Group, which sells
personal grooming items such
as deodorant and perfume
under Park Avenue brand,
plans to manufacture hand
sanitiser and is awaiting clear-
ances from the Government.

“At Raymond Consumer
Care, we intend to make a pos-
itive contribution to India’s
fight against COVID-19. We
are committed to creating
innovative products that res-
onate with the needs of our
consumers and we have cur-
rently developed an effective
hand sanitiser,” said Raymond
Consumer Care spokesperson.

“The commercial produc-
tion of hand sanitiser is cur-
rently awaiting the
Government approval and it is
our endeavour to make the
same available across the coun-

try through our expansive dis-
tribution network,” he added.

Baba Ramdev-led Patanjali
Ayurved, which also forayed
into the hand sanitiser manu-
facturing last week, claimed it
is selling the item at below the
price capped by the
Government. “We have already
sent one million units into the
market and would soon pro-
duce over one crore units to
battle the spread of Covid-19,”
said Patanajali Ayurved
spokesperson SK Tijarawala.

Last month, the
Government capped the max-
imum retail price of hand sani-
tiser at �100 per 200 ml bottle
till June 30 this year following
a sharp rise in prices of this
product owing to the coron-
avirus outbreak. Kolkata-based
FMCG major Emami, which
owns ‘HE’ brand of deodorants,
also has plans to start manu-
facturing hand sanitisers.
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New data has revealed that
almost 9,00,000 people in

Spain have lost their jobs since
the country imposed strict
measures to fight the coron-
avirus pandemic, another sign
of the economic impact of the
outbreak in Europe’s second
worst-hit country.

The data shows 898,822
people have now lost their
jobs since the start of the lock-

down, including about 550,000
temporary workers, the BBC
reported citing the data as say-
ing. Spain’s official unemploy-
ment figure rose to 3.5 million,
the highest level since April
2017. March’s figure was the
highest monthly rise in unem-
ployment ever recorded in the
country, which already had
one of the eurozone’s highest
jobless rates.

The country has also
banned all but essential outings

and shut most businesses in
mid-March. “This is an
absolutely unprecedented situ-
ation,” the BBC quoted Labour
Minister Yolanda Daz as saying
at a news conference. The
tourism and construction sec-
tors were the hardest hit.

Meanwhile, 10,003 people
in Spain have died from the
coronavirus as 950 new deaths
were reported in the last 24
hours, another daily record, the
Health Ministry said.
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Johannesburg: South African
Deputy President David
Mabuza has called on the world
to honour the death of inter-
nationally-renowned Indian-
origin virologist Gita Ramjee
by intensifying the fight against
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Mabuza was reacting to the
death of the 64-year-old mul-
tiple-award winning South
African scientists due to
COVID-19 complications after
returning from London, where
her two sons live.

“In (Ramjee’s) honour, we
should heed the call to flatten
the curve by strengthening our
responses to this global pan-
demic as well as continue the
fight to achieve zero new HIV
infections,” Mabuza said in a
statement. Mabuza has
described Ramjee’s death as a
“huge blow to the entirety of
the health care sector and the
global fight against HIV/Aids.”
“In her, we have indeed lost a
champion in the fight against
the HIV epidemic, ironically at
the hands of this global pan-
demic,” Mabuza said. PTI

Riyadh: Leading world crude exporter Saudi
Arabia on Thursday made a surprise call for a
meeting of the OPEC+ oil producers to “sta-
bilise the oil market” amid a price war.

“The kingdom calls for an urgent meeting
of OPEC+ and a group of other countries with
the aim to try and reach a fair deal to restore
balance to the oil market,” said a statement car-
ried by the Saudi Press Agency. The move fol-
lowed a phone call between US President
Donald Trump and Saudi Crown Prince and
de facto leader Mohammed bin Salman. “This
call comes in the framework of the kingdom’s
continued support for the global economy
under these exceptional circumstances and in

estimation of a call by US President Donald
Trump and US friends,” the statement said.

Riyadh reiterated that it had tried to reach an
agreement among OPEC+ members to cut pro-
duction and “secured the support of 22 countries...
But failed to secure consensus”. Saudi Arabia had
blamed Russia for refusing to agree to an addi-
tional output cut of 1.5 million barrels per day on
top of reduction already in place of 1.7 million
bpd. As a result, the kingdom opened its crude
oil taps, deciding to raise its production to a record
12.3 per cent from April 1. It later said it will export
at least 10 million bpd in April, which will be
raised to a record high 10.6 million bpd to flood
the global markets. AFP
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The sales figures for March are in,
and the year-end usually used to
see a lot of deals as dealers and

manufacturers tried to clear their stocks.
This March has been a bloodbath
though. With dealerships effectively
closed from the middle of the months
and footfalls having dried up even ear-
lier, the best that can be said about the
sales figures is that they’re not pretty. And
where next for the industry? As long as
the lockdown continues, and we should
be aware that even if the lockdown is not
a ‘total’ one, it might be several weeks
before ‘business as usual’ resumes, one
will wait and have to watch to see how
demand reacts.

It is likely that newer models will
continue to do well. But after a global cri-
sis, it is human nature to hold onto
resources particularly cash so discre-
tionary spends will evaporate for a
while. That said, the ‘great Coronavirus
migration of 2020’ as we will describe the
events of late last week will likely mean
that there will be a shortage of auto and
taxi drivers in many parts of the coun-
try, which might actually drive more peo-
ple to own personal transportation.
Conversely, as the very concept of work-
ing has changed, millions of office work-
ers have realised that working from home
is a viable option. This will lead not only
to an interesting situation for commer-
cial real estate but also for daily com-
muters. Maybe the types of cars people
need and want will change, smaller
hatchbacks might do fine as commuter
cars.

That said, time and time again
whenever there has been a sustained
downturn, it has emerged that newer
models always tend to do better than
older ones. Expect cars like the Creta and
possibly even the new Honda City to at
least make a slight mark on sales. Older
models always tend to do a bit worse but
with demand changing, one expects
models like the Ertiga and XL6 to con-
tinue to do well, or as well as one can do
in the circumstances.

But let us be honest, sales will not
recover for a while. Indeed it might take
several months for the shocks to the sup-
ply chain to recover. The migration of
workers from factories in the industrial
heartlands of the country might not
impact the car manufacturers directly, as
their line employees tend to be better
paid. However, it will impact companies
that make ancillaries and components.
It is almost certain that even if the lock-
down is lifted on April 14, it might take
weeks before internal travel restrictions
are lifted. And that assumes that demand
for products also goes back to normal
quickly.

Indeed, it is in the government’s
interest, that is the central, state and local
governments to get the economy back to
normal as quickly as possible. That will
involve getting consumer spending
going. It is not of much help if interest
rates go down, but consumers do not bite.
Ergo, I feel that it would be in the gov-
ernment’s interest to reduce excise duties
for cars, maybe not by much, but even

a five per cent cut would reduce prices
at least by �10 to 20,000 for hatchbacks
and compact sedans. And consumers will
bite if they see a good deal. I know that
reducing taxes on products like cars
might be anathema to fiscal policy
experts, but if coupled with the car com-
panies offering deals, if prices go down
�30,000 to 40,000 for cars, at least some
consumers will go back into show-
rooms. Heck, offer a slight reduction on
luxury cars as well, if demand picks up
in the sector, the revenues earned from
increased sales and more jobs will be
much more than the revenues lost.

The auto industry does not only keep
the stomachs of automotive journalists
well-fed, a whole ecosystem that compris-
es almost a fifth of the entire economy
depends on it, from petrol and diesel
sales, showroom staff and transporters.
It is in the government’s interest to revive
it quickly and it does not need to pour
money to do that. It needs to forego some
potential money but if a rate cut can
come with an end date, say the end of
December, it could provide a spur that
could save 2020 for the automotive
industry. Alas, if only government offi-
cials and politicians thought like that, but
if the economy has to pivot to job preser-
vation, they will have to think in such
ways. Till then stay safe, and if you have
a car, do remember to start it up once
every 10 days to ensure the battery and
fuel systems stay running. Also think
about releasing the handbrake and using
stoppers (or bricks) for your tires.

As the deadly Coronavirus pandemic
spreading rapidly, people are doing

everything to keep themselves safe but
what about your own abode? To make
your home Coronavirus-free, health
experts have shared some tips such as
cleaning all kitchen surfaces every time
you finish cooking and keeping separate
pairs of footwear for outdoors and indoors
to fight the virus.

According to Praveen Gupta, Director
and Head Neurology, Fortis Memorial
Research Institute in New Delhi, all sur-
faces should be cleaned routinely with soap
and other disinfectants available to make
your house coronavirus proof.

“Apart from cleaning the surfaces,
other objects like light switches, desk, key-
boards, doorknobs, toilet, closets should
also be cleaned. Please make sure that you
do not touch any object while cleaning
with bare hands; gloves are necessary and
make sure to dispose of these gloves after
the cleaning is done,” Gupta said.

In case when you are buying vegeta-
bles and fruits from outside, please make
sure that you clean the bag very careful-
ly before entering the house. If possible,
it is advisable to keep the bags outside your
home or in a corner for at least 24 to 48
hours.

“Considering coronavirus spreads
through droplets, please make sure to wash
your vegetables and fruits in potassium
permanganate solution or you can also
wash it with hot water as well for at least
5-10 minutes,” the doctor suggested.

Stay home as much as possible but
there are times when we can’t avoid vis-
its to grocery store or pharmacy at some

point. “It is advisable to avoid unnecessary
to and fro to any market area and stay in
house. Disinfect everything you touch
thoroughly and make sure that you wash
your hands frequently. Also, supervise
your pets in the backyard and keep them
away from meeting or playing with other
people,” said Rajesh Chawla, senior con-
sultant, Respiratory Medicine,
Indraprastha Apollo Hospitals.

“Make use of hypochlorite to clean
every corner of your house or make use
of bleaching powder to clean your house,”
he added.

If someone is sick at your home, please
make sure that a distance is maintained
from that person and his or her clothes
should be washed separately. “One needs
to understand while performing all the
above activities, wearing gloves is neces-
sary and when you are giving your clothes
for laundry, please use disposable gloves
and it is preferred to wash your clothes at
home only and avoid any outside contact,”
Chawla said.

Dr Sudhish Sehra, HOD, Internal
Medicine, Sri Balaji Action Medical
Institute in New Delhi said that in addi-
tion to frequently sanitizing your hands,
keeping the house and your immediate
surroundings clean is equally important.

“Start with basic dusting while cover-
ing your face with a mask/alternative
clothing such as a handkerchief, and dis-
infect the furniture surfaces and the floor.
Clean all kitchen surfaces every time you
finish cooking. Keep separate pairs of
footwear for outdoors and indoors,” Sehra
said.
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Indians and their love for big fat wed-
dings, with a thousand guests and lav-
ish spreads, is legendary. So in times

of a pandemic when it is advised to avoid
large public gatherings and restrict trav-
el, soon-to-be brides and grooms are fac-
ing tough and hitherto unheard of choic-
es. The lockdown has sent ripples through
the wedding industry, from vendors, wed-
ding planners and venues to guests, rel-
atives and couples. A layer of caution and
concern, thicker than that of butter on dal
makhni at the banquet, has enveloped the
celebrations. And the question that we are
faced with is — even if we emerge out of
this situation, will Indian weddings ever
be the same again or will we now be more
cautious of social gatherings?

46:6�������3��9

Well, Indian weddings, especially

the big fat ones, aren’t just about their
vibrant dance and music, decor and lights,
and dresses, it’s a lot about food, too.
However, with the food industry hit badly
due to the deadly virus, experts predict
that ‘bahar ka khaana’ would mostly be
avoided for a long time even if we have
fought this war and emerged out of it. So
how is it going to affect the wedding cater-
ing business when ‘shaadiyon ka khaana’
won’t be appealing anymore?

Karann Talwar, managing director
and the gastronome chef, Kitchen Kraft
Luxury Catering, points out that he has
already faced some of the brunt. He says,
“A lot of replanning and cancellation of
weddings has happened in the past one
month. Close to half of those planning to
tie the knot in the coming quarter have
also postponed or cancelled their plans
to the later part of the year. We had our
bookings full for March-end and the first
week of April but we saw nine wedding
bookings getting cancelled and six being
postponed.”

He highlights that the destination
weddings have been hit the hardest with
most of them, even if planned in the next
few months, being cancelled already. “We
had some bookings mainly for destina-
tion weddings in cities like Udaipur and
Jaipur. However, due to the nationwide
lockdown and advisory issued by the
Rajasthan state, we cannot proceed fur-
ther,” says he.

Looking at future prospects, he says
that for some time, people will become

more cautious and for that, even they, as
a catering industry, will also have to take
more precautions in preparing the food
as and when they get the bookings and
orders for weddings now. He adds, “We
will ensure we get our staff members and
employees vaccinated if any vaccination
is available for COVID-19. Besides this,
we will only hire people who have no pre-
vious history of Coronavirus or any other
form of infection, including in their fam-
ilies.”

Wedding organisers might also hes-
itate in laying out a large spread for their
guests at weddings since the very idea of
large gatherings would see a scaling down.
How will the luxury catering market deal
with it? Karann says, “No one ever
expected such a time. Nobody imagined
themselves to be sitting at home, doing
nothing for so many days. Not just the
catering market, but all the other indus-
tries are also shattered. A wedding is such
an auspicious moment where people can-
not miss anyone and invite a huge list of
guests and relatives. I believe gradually,
when the situation gets better, people will
start to trust and would indulge in sur-
plus items in the menus. Right now, I
believe it is a difficult time for us but I
am sure things will be back on track for
the whole food and catering industry.”

�3�6��
The pandemic has affected the beau-

ty industry drastically. It has brought a
major shift in the mindset of the con-
sumers which in turn has impacted the
economy. “We have suffered a lot of loss-
es as several  make up bookings have been
canceled and postponed. The pandemic
has brought down the spending capaci-
ty of the consumers as everyone wants to
save money for an emergency rather than
spending on luxury. Approximately 70
per cent of my orders have been post-

poned to November and December and
the rest 30 per cent have been canceled.
I don’t blame my clients as no one has an
idea of the future,” says Agrika Kalra,
celebrity make up artist. It will take a cou-
ple of years  for not only this industry but
the entire economy to come back to nor-
mal.

However, the larger question that lies
here is — even if we emerge out of this
situation, will Indian weddings ever be the
same again as we will now be more cau-
tious of public gatherings? “I doubt that.
Even after emerging out of this they won’t
be the same for a couple of years as peo-
ple will always have this sense of fear.
They would prefer smaller wedding
affairs,” says Kalra and adds, “People won’t
go for costly outfits, makeup artists,
venue, etc as they would focus on sim-
ple weddings with limited people.”

��
���
The outbreak has sent ripples through

the fashion industry as it has escalated in
the midst of the 2020 spring-summer sea-
son, causing brands and design houses to
shutter their doors and postpone upcom-
ing runway shows. Last month we even
saw some fashion shows getting cancelled
in Paris, Milan and Italy. From vendors
to fashion designers to wedding planners,
everyone is going through a tough time.

“As we all know, April, May and June
are the months when weddings are
scheduled in bulk. And now they all are
getting affected. Most of the weddings,
social gatherings and events have been
already canceled. Even the shoots have
been canceled, this has affected our
sales. The closure of malls and retail out-
lets with a view to control the situation
has resulted in a substantial reduction in
the sales of domestic textiles and cloth-
ing,” says Ravi Gupta, owner, Gargee
Designers.

After we emerge out of this situation,
people are going to be more cautious
about gatherings. And Indian weddings
are not a small affair. It’s like a three-day
long festival that has people of all age
groups. Ravi says, “People will be selec-
tive in inviting their guests now. I don’t
think the invitees too would not take any
risky steps of attending public gathering
in the coming months.”

The lockdown has impacted every-
one’s pocket which, in turn, will impact
the shopping patterns of people. But, Ravi
feels that once the cash inflow and out-
flow will regularise, people will start buy-
ing new things and market will witness
a positive change.

;3�3443��
The sudden outbreak of the virus has

impacted the Indian global gems and jew-
ellery market. If we look at the present sta-
tistics, the lockdown in the metropolitan
has resulted in an additional loss of five
percent in exports, besides a generally low
demand due to economic slowdown.
Also, as the outbreak has affected coun-
tries like Japan, China, and South Korea,
there is a sharp fall in demand in the glob-
al market.

“As of now, we are having a 100 per
cent cancellation, especially for all mar-
riage orders. No new orders have been
placed and the status of the old booking
is also not clear. All the clients mentioned
that they will only be able to confirm once
the lockdown is over and the situation
gets better. Most of the marriages have
been postponed to later this year,” says
Bhuvan Goel, founder, S.KA Diamonds.  

He adds that more than 60 to 70 per-
cent marriages have been canceled and
20 to 30 per cent have been rescheduled
and 10 per cent have gone for court mar-
riages and probably when things are bet-
ter, they will go for some small reception

or a small family gathering. So even when
we emerge out of this crisis, nothing is
certain about the market

“All this will result in the decline of
demand and thus affect the business. Due
to the current situation of the jewellery
industry, there will be a massive drop in
sales. I presume that there could be a 50
to 70 thousand crore loss in business
activities in the jewellery segment,” says
Goel.

Further, as we talk about rental jew-
ellery options, people will be more hes-
itant as there will always be a fear about
their hygiene. 
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The global rental market was expect-
ed to reach $335 billion by 2025 as it
offers the convenience of living without
the responsibility of maintaining or
upgrading them. So will this affect the
rental market as hygiene issues are
involved? Sanchit Baweja, co-founder of
Stage3, feels that rentals will increase post
COVID-19 as consumption patterns
would change. He shares that sustainabil-
ity as a way of living and the pandemic
we are witnessing are interconnected. We
are all a part of the same planet. It is a
wake up call to stop overusing the
resources as the threat from climate
change is as real as the pandemic. The
year 2020 will be remembered as a turn-
around point in global markets and pave
the way in reinvention of how resources
are consumed. “With sustainability being
at the core, we expect to reach more and
more people in reinventing their fashion
consumption choices. More people will
resonate with the vision of conscious
consumption and would want to reduce
their carbon footprint on the planet, and
hence, explore renting outfits they hard-
ly repeat,” says he.
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Making home Corona-free
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Last Tuesday night in Tennessee,
bluegrass musicians David and
Virginia Blood were busy mak-

ing sandwiches. In Pittsburgh, real
estate agent Michelle Bushee was stir-
ring a pot of homemade black-bean
chilli in her kitchen instead of shep-
herding curious buyers through
potential dream homes. Marty
Prudenti, whose nights are usually
spent working backstage at New
York City’s Lincoln Center, was in his
Long Island backyard grilling burg-
ers for his twins. And in Texas,
Babette Maxwell — who would oth-
erwise have been running at least one
of her three teenage sons to sports
practices or school events — was
Googling recipes to engineer home-
made versions of her boys’ favorite
Taco Bell items.

Throughout the the globe, lives
have been radically upended by the
COVID-19 pandemic. There is worry
and washing of hands. But one bright
spot is emerging from self-quarantine
and mandatory working from home:
In this nation that so often dines out
or gobbles processed food on the run,

people are suddenly cooking a whole
lot more.

Before the coronavirus emerged,
Kim Bierly often worked late at her
office and then met her husband for
a quick dinner at one of the restau-
rants in their central Pennsylvania
neighbourhood. If they didn’t eat out,
they’d reach into the refrigerator and
choose something packaged to heat
up.

“I’ve always enjoyed cooking,”
Bierly says. “But it was being saved for
weekends. And by the time you get to
the weekend you had all the other
things you need to do. So it would be
something quick or something pre-
pared.”

Now working from home, she’s
pulling out old recipes — the kinds
of things she remembers her mother
making, like stuffed pork chops or a
bubbling pot of chicken and noodles.
“I think we need comfort right now,”
she says, “and food is comfort.”
Unavoidably, these home-cooked
dishes come with a side of stress. We’re
trying to protect ourselves from
germs at the grocery store, and may
wonder whether supermarket shelves
will become emptier in the coming
weeks. But those worries are encour-
aging people to get creative by trying
new ingredients and sharing advice on
how to use unfamiliar vegetables or
cuts of meat bought out of necessity.

What can you do with the canned
foods that have been idling since last
year at the back of your kitchen cab-

inets? Facebook groups like Pandemic
Pantry have sprouted up as gathering
places for strangers to share advice.

Michael Volpatt, owner of the
gourmet Big Bottom Market in
Sonoma County, California, tackled
the subject of canned goods on a
recent installment of the impromptu
cooking show he began hosting from
his kitchen on March 14. Scrolling
through Facebook while gathering
ingredients to make himself dinner
that night, Volpatt noticed the
Facebook “Live” button on his phone
screen. With his store closed, he
realised it was a way to connect with
friends and customers, and not be
alone while preparing his meal. “Hey
everybody,” his first broadcast began.
“I’ve never done Facebook Live before.
But I figured since I’m kind of stay-
ing at home and going to do some
cooking later on, you’re going to join
me.”

A growing audience now watch-
es and comments nightly as he pre-
pares everything from his mother’s
marinara sauce to pot pies made
with his Big Bottom Market biscuit
mix, which appeared on Oprah’s
Favorite Things list in 2016. “It’s
heartwarming,” Volpatt says, “and it
takes a lot of the awkwardness of this
whole experience away.”

Returning to old recipes and
learning new ones can be both a
necessity and a welcome distraction
during this strange time. “Cooking
brings back good memories,” Bierly
says, “like standing there at the pot
on my stove, cooking the spaghetti
and thinking of when my mother
used to do that.”

Food Network president
Courtney White says her channel
has seen a double-digit ratings
increase in the past week, as view-
ers watch marathons of comfort
food-focused shows like Guy Fieri’s
“Diners, Drive-ins and Dives.”
FoodNetwork.com has also had a
double-digit increase in visitors and
page views, White says. And many
of the channel’s chefs have been
broadcasting informally from their
home kitchens via social media,
while viewers pepper them with
questions in real-time.

Alone at our stoves, we’re real-
ising how good it can feel to make
dinner from scratch by using just a
few ingredients consciously and
carefully. Families are also getting
their kids involved.

“Now, more than ever, we hope
you’ll find moments of peace when
gathering around the dinner table,”
the co-founders of the retail chain
Savory Spice wrote in a website post
to their customers over the weekend.
“We hope you’ll find moments of joy
when preparing food with your lit-
tle ones. We hope the simplicity of
a home cooked meal is a quiet
reprieve from the chaos outside.”

@��

Just about now, you might be tired
of cooking and eating what’s in

your refrigerator. We are all used
to asking what’s for dinner? What
are we in the mood for — pizza,
sushi, Mexican? And then going to
a restaurant to get it.

Now, with the Coronavirus
forcing many of us to stay home
more, it’s time to look at mealtime
and cooking at home a little differ-
ently. Instead of asking, ‘What I am
in the mood for?’ I am looking
more closely in my pantry and my
refrigerator and letting my ingre-
dients dictate what I make.

For example, a few months ago,
I was lured to purchase a big bag
of mixed unsalted nuts because
they were labeled “Omega-3 Nut
Mix.” I thought I would eat a hand-
ful of “anti-oxidants” a day for my
health but they have gone largely
uneaten. So, this week, I mixed up
my favourite sweet and savory
spices with both brown and white
sugar and made my baked Sugar
and Spice Candied Nuts. Sure, the
sugar adds a few more calories but
now they are a delicious and wel-
come nibble instead of sitting
unused in the pantry.

Likewise, I had a head of broc-
coli in the refrigerator that need-
ed cooking. I couldn’t bear the
thought of steamed broccoli so I
decided to roast it simply with olive
oil and kosher salt at 400 degrees
Fahrenheit until the tips were
deeply caramelised. Broccoli is
addictive roasted this way, as is cau-
liflower, and any leftovers are deli-
cious the next day with a drizzle of
balsamic vinegar and good olive oil.

If you have a pork tenderloin and
a package of bacon in your fridge
or freezer, you can make a simple
two-ingredient main dish. A
bacon-wrapped pork tenderloin
dresses up your pork preparation
with few ingredients and only a lit-
tle more effort. If the bacon is room
temperature, it will stick to itself as
you overlap each piece and wrap
the tenderloin. I do this with beef
tenderloin as well. The smoky
flavour and fat of the centre-cut
bacon both protects and bastes the
lean meat as it roasts. I grill mine
indirectly but you can roast it in an
350 degree Fahrenheit oven set on
a rack in a sheet pan. When the
bacon-wrapped tenderloin is done,
sprinkle it with your finishing salt
and carve into thick slices to enjoy
the benefit of the bacon crust.

Finally, while you are cooking
dinner at home, think about each
meal in simple terms: a main
(usually an animal protein, or a
bean or hearty vegetable dish), a
green or other non-starchy veg-
etable, and a starch. That menu
combination is easy enough to pre-
pare and still very satisfying.
During this time of uncertainty,
ease and comfort are equally
important. If you are making a stew
or a pot of gumbo that has vegeta-
bles and protein in it, all you need
to add is a starch like rice or fresh,
hot cornbread.

And enjoy the cooking. A
friend of mine at Traeger Wood
Fired Grills sent an email this week
and reminded me that “good food
equals good mood.” Pass it along!
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��	������ International Olympic
Committee (IOC) President Thomas Bach
has thanked India’s Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for his unflinching support
to the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, which has
now been shifted to 2021 because of the
global coronavirus pandemic.

In a letter to Modi, dated April 1, Bach
said he was “grateful” to the Indian Prime
Minister for his support to the Tokyo
Games during the recent G20 Leaders’
Summit which was held via video confer-
ence in the wake of the pandemic.

“Please accept my sincere thanks for
the support you have given to the Olympic
Games Tokyo 2020, expressed in the
Extraordinary G20 Leaders’ Summit
Statement, commending the International
Olympic Committee for contributing to the

containment of the COVID-19 virus,” Bach
wrote in his letter.

“I am really grateful for your support
for the Olympic Games and their unifying
role, which the G20 Leaders’ Summit had
already expressed at your meeting last year
in Osaka.”

The IOC chief firmly put his support
behind Tokyo, saying despite the pandem-
ic, the Japanese city is well-prepared to host
the quadrennial Games.

“Given the great work having been
done by our Japanese partners and friends,
Tokyo is the best-ever prepared Olympic
city.”

He is confident that with the support
of the global leaders, the Tokyo Games next
year will be a grand success.

“Thanks to the excellent and trustful
cooperation we are enjoying, like from the
G20 Leaders’ Summit, we are confident that
these Olympic Games Tokyo 2020 will be
a great success,” Bach said.

“Like you, we are confident that the
Olympic Games 2020 will be a symbol of
human resilience. They will again show the
unity of humanity in all our diversity by
bringing together the world’s best 11,000
athletes from all 206 National Olympic
Committees and the IOC Refugee Olympic
Team.”

“As humankind currently finds itself in
a dark tunnel, together with our Japanese
partners and friends we want to make these
Olympic Games a light at the end of this
tunnel,” he added. PTI
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Former England captain
Michael Vaughan feels a

shortened five-week Indian
Premier League leading up
to the ICC World T20 in
October and November
could be a feasible solution
if the current situation, in
the wake of COVID-19
pandemic, is brought under
control by then.

While IPL has been
postponed till April 15,
there is very little chance of
a shortened tournament in
May as it might take months
for normalcy to return.

“Here’s a thought .. The
IPL is played for the 5

weeks leading up to the
T20 World Cup in Oz .. All
players use it as the great
warm up for the WC ..

Then the WC happens .. So
important for the game that
the IPL takes place but also
the WC,” Vaughan tweeted.

However if one goes by
Vaughan’s suggestion, it
would mean that he is
expecting IPL in the
September window in the
lead upto the World T20
which begins in Australia
on October 18.

In September, India are
supposed to play Asia Cup
in the UAE which is going
to be hosted by the Pakistan
Cricket Board. After the
Asia Cup, England are sup-
posed to come to India to
play three ODIs and three
T20Is.

“September is the time
when there is monsoon in
India. Mumbai will be
under water, there could be

steady rain in Chennai. It is
a decision that can’t be
taken that lightly,” a senior
BCCI official said.

There is a suggestion to
do away with the ICC
World T20 in October-
November and hand that
slot to the BCCI for con-
ducting of IPL but sources
in ICC as well as BCCI feels
that it’s too premature to
comment at the moment.

“You don’t know the
situation tomorrow. Let
there be a sign that the
curve is flattening and nor-
malcy can return. That’s
when you start discussing
options,” the BCCI source
said. 
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Pakistan head coach
and chief selector

Misbah-ul-Haq has
advised Umar Akmal to
change his attitude and
said the senior batsman
needs to show commit-
ment towards the game to
become a regular member
of the national team.

Misbah said while
there was no doubt about
Umar’s potential and tal-
ent as a batsman but he
needs to reassess his pri-
orities as a professional
cricketer.

“If Umar thinks he
can play in the same mode
as he is today, it will be dif-
ficult for him. He needs to
show total commitment
and focus to become a
regular member of the
side,” he told reporters
via video conference.

Umar, 29, earlier this
week submitted his reply
to a show cause notice
issued to him by the
Pakistan Cricket Board
for breaching clauses of
the Anti-Corruption code
which pertains to not
reporting an approach to
spot fix during the
Pakistan Super League 5
in February.

The PCB Security and
Vigilance wing suspended
Umar on the first day of
the PSL on February 20
for beaching the Anti-
Corruption Code and last

month issued him a show
cause notice. Umar appar-
ently submitted his reply
by the deadline of March
31 and had reportedly
admitted he made a mis-
take by not reporting the
approach.

Misbah made it clear
that Umar could still give
some years to Pakistan
cricket but for that he
would need to show
more commitment and
discipline.

“He also has to work
very hard on his fitness
and show everyone he is
very much interested in
playing for a long time
for Pakistan,” Misbah
said. 

�	���� The crisis caused by the
coronavirus pandemic will stop the
“unhealthy” inflation of player wages
and transfer fees in football, Bayern
Munich chairman Karl-Heinz
Rummenigge wrote in an editorial
published on Thursday.

“With every crisis comes an
opportunity,” Rummenigge noted in
Bayern’s own club magazine. “For a
long time we have seen unhealthy

amounts of money paid in wages and
transfer fees. The coronavirus and the
crisis it is causing will at least put an
end to this idea of ‘always more,
everything more expensive and
quicker than before’.”

He added: “Supply and demand
will regulate the market and help
establish a new equilibrium”.

The reigning German champions
are one of the world’s richest clubs

although they have been reluctant to
splash out on the kind of transfer fees
paid by other top sides in Europe.

Their record transfer fee is the 80
million euros ($87.3m) spent on
France defender Lucas Hernandez
from Atletico Madrid last year, some
way short of the world record 222
million euros paid by Paris Saint-
Germain to Barcelona for Neymar in
2017. AFP
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Former India opener
Gautam Gambhir on

Thursday lashed out at
those only celebrating
MS Dhoni’s six to win
the 2011 World Cup,
saying it was won by the
entire team and not just
one hit. India lifted the
World Cup on April 2
nine years ago.

“Dhoni finishes off in
style. A magnificent
strike into the crowd!
India lift the World Cup
after 28 years!” these
were Ravi Shastri’s
words after Dhoni led
India to a win in the
2011 World Cup final at
the Wankhede Stadium

with a humongous six
off Sri Lanka pacer
Nuwan Kulasekara.

With that six, Dhoni
had fulfilled the long-
cherished dreams of bat-
ting legend Sachin
Tendulkar, who had all
the batting records to his
name in international
cricket except his hands
at the World Cup tro-
phy. The Master Blaster
had waited 22 years to
lift the trophy and on
April 2, 2011, his dream
was finally fulfilled.

E S P N C r i c i n f o ,
t h e r e f o r e ,
tweeted “the

shot that sent
mill ions of

Indians into jubila-
tion” with a photo of

the moment.
Gambhir, in his

reply, said: “Just a
r e m i n d e r

@ESPNcricinfo: #world-
cup2011 was won by

entire India,  entire
Indian team & all sup-
port staff. High time

you hit your obses-
sion for a SIX.”

The stylish
left-hander had
scored 97 while
Dhoni, who had
promoted himself
to No 4, smashed

an unbeaten 91 as
India won by six
wickets.

“A World Cup
won by Indians, for

India & with India!”
Gambhir later
tweeted.
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Pressure is building
up on the National

Rifle Association of
India (NRAI) to call off
the upcoming shooting
World Cup in New
Delhi after the cancel-
lation of the Munich
edition owing to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Delhi World
Cup, originally sched-
uled to be held from
March 15-26, was post-
poned barely four days
before the start of the
event.

It was then decid-
ed to hold the tourna-

ment in two parts —
Rifle and Pistol compe-
titions from May 5-12,
while Shotgun compe-
titions from June 2-9.

However, with
the Munich
World Cup
being can-
c e l l e d ,
sources close
to the NRAI
said the sport’s
apex body in India is
also under pressure to
follow suit, considering
the uncertainty arising
out of  the unprece-
dented health crisis.

“There is pressure,
especially after the can-

cellation in Munich,
which was to be held
after Delhi. Given that
lockdowns are being
enforced not just in
India, how will the

shooters prepare
for an event like a
World Cup
now,” a source
said.

“Going by
the views of many

associated with the
sport in India, the writ-
ing is on the wall and
the NRAI would do
well to announce it
now rather than doing
it much later,” another
source added.
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India captain Virat Kohli on
Thursday said he became a bet-
ter person by playing Test crick-

et, calling the format a representa-
tion of life where one doesn’t have
the option of quitting when the
going gets tough.

Speaking to former England
batsman and IPL teammate Kevin
Pietersen during an Instagram Live,
Kohli touched upon his passion for
Test cricket, the worst phase of his
career, how he turned into a vegan
and how much he is filled with grat-
itude for being able to live a comfort-
able life during a global crisis like
COVID-19.

Asked which is his favourite for-
mat, the Indian skipper emphatical-
ly replied: “Test cricket, Test crick-
et, Test cricket, Test cricket and Test
cricket. I have said it five times.”

“Because it is the representation
of life. Whether you get runs or not,
you have to clap when others are bat-
ting. You have to go back to your
room, get up and come the next day.

“You have to follow the routine
whether you like it or not. It’s like life
where you don’t have the option of
not competing. Test cricket has
made me a better person,” said
world’s premier batsman, who has 27
hundreds and 7240 runs in 86
games.

Pietersen, a superb Test batsman
himself, lauded Kohli for trashing the
idea of four-day Tests which the ICC
has floated to pull in more crowds.

“I was called for a debate and I
told them that if Virat Kohli does-
n’t want four day Tests, it’s not hap-

pening,” the former England captain
said as Kohli had a hearty laugh.

His aggressive on-field
demeanour has polarised opinions
but the Indian skipper feels that for
him, aggression is a form of enjoy-

ment and then comes thinking
about strategy.

“I don’t think I need to behave
myself just because I am the captain.
I need to be abe to enjoy and then
comes strategy.”

But there is one guy he will never
sledge in his life and that is AB de
Villiers, for the simple reason that
there is just too much of respect.

“IPL has done a lot in terms of
respecting each other. I would never

ever be able to do it (seldging) with
AB. There is a friendship that lasts
much longer than all these things.”

In fact, asked to choose two bats-
men he enjoys batting with most, De
Villiers is one of them along with for-
mer skipper Mahendra Singh Dhoni.

“I enjoy batting with those who
understand my running between the
wickets. You have to understand my
calls. I have enjoyed batting with MS
and with AB, we don’t even need to
call as we look at each other and we
know.”

Kohli also spoke about the
Indian cricket team being one of the
best fielding sides in the world and
how he got that culture in the side.

“I was lucky to be in the centre
of transition. I got to see what we
were lacking and what the world was
doing and we needed to catch up. So
I was lucky to play with players who
were on same page,” Kohli said.

The pair also went down mem-
ory lane to talk about their days play-
ing together for Royal Challengers
Bangalore (RCB) in 2009 and 2010.

“Right from 2009-10 we had
amazing fun at RCB. We hit off well
from Day 1. You came in as the big
KP a star. We had a gun team with
Kallis, Boucher, Anil Kumble, Rahul
Dravid,” Kohli said.

RCB have reached three finals
but have never won an IPL. Kohli,
as captain of the side, said he feels
they deserved a title but added he
is not obsessed to win one with the
franchise.

“We have reached three finals
but haven’t won. We deserve to win
a title. At RCB, we get talked about
so much as we had stars. The more

you think (about winning the
IPL), the more it keeps running
away from you. There have been
added pressure lately but we need
to just enjoy and not take pressure.”

As he had said earlier, he
would like to play all formats till
2023 and then take a call, he reit-
erated that the 2014 tour of
England was the lowest point of his
career when he felt that failure was
inevitable.

“It was a phase where I felt that
there was no chance of me getting
any runs. I would get up and go to
a match knowing that I will not get

runs. To go through that feeling
that you will fail demolished me.

“I promised never to let that
happen to me again,” he said with
a message for all youngsters who
want to be the next Virat Kohli.

The reason for the disaster in
England was putting himself ahead
of the team and being “obsessed
about his own game and success”
and not being able to shut out the
voices who spoke about success in
England being the ultimate Test of
a cricketer.

“Don’t be self centred,” was his
message to the youngsters.

$�	������The Belgian football
league has recommended that
the current season be declared
finished early due to the coro-
navirus pandemic with the pre-
sent table accepted as final, it
said on Thursday, becoming the
first European league to take
such a measure.

The decision is set to be for-
mally validated at a General
Assembly on April 15, meaning
that Club Brugge would be
declared champions as they
currently sit 15 points clear of
Gent at the top of the table.

In a statement, the Belgian
Pro League said it was “very
unlikely” to be able to hold
matches in front of crowds
before June 30 and that it had
“unanimously decided that it
was not desirable...to continue
the competition” after that date.

Matches behind closed
doors were “theoretically pos-
sible”, but the league said it pre-
ferred not to put more pressure
on health services and police in
the circumstances. It therefore
agreed not to restart the season
and “accept the current league
table as final”.

Belgium — whose nation-
al team top the FIFA world

rankings — would become the
first European league to take
such a measure due to the
ongoing health crisis, which saw
football across the continent
grind to a complete halt in the
middle of March.

The Belgian season stopped
with one round of games
remaining in the 30-match reg-
ular season.

After that the league usual-
ly splits up, with the top six hav-
ing their points totals halved
and going on to play each other
home and away to decide the
title winners. AFP

���� %���� Reigning world and
Olympic all-around gymnastics cham-
pion Simone Biles says coping with the
mental strain of waiting another year
for the Tokyo Olympics will take a
heavy toll by 2021.

Biles, who turned 23 last month,
told the Today show on US Olympic
telecaster NBC that she expects coach-
es will have her in top condition, but
getting her mind in top shape in July
a year later than planned will be dif-
ficult.

“Physically I have no doubt that
my coaches will get me back in shape,”
Biles said. “But mentally going anoth-
er year, I think that’s what’s going to
take a toll on me and all of us, most
of the athletes.

“So we have to stay in shape men-
tally as much as physically, and that will
play a big factor moving forward, lis-
tening to your body and your mind.”

Biles told the Wall Street Journal
she was planning to retire after the

Tokyo Olympics this year and is play-
ing next year’s Games “by ear.”

Biles won all-around, vault, floor
and team Gold at the 2016 Rio
Olympics and owns five all-around
world titles among her 19 world titles
since 2013. AFP

���
��� Spanish football
giants FC Barcelona could
part ways with Antoine
Griezmann in order to
bring back Neymar from
PSG, according to a Sky
Sports report.

Barelona have long
wanted to bring Brazil for-
ward back into their fold
after he left them to join
French side in 2018.

PSG value Neymar at
�150m while Barca value
Griezmann at �100m, says
report quoted by ESPNFC.

France World Cup
winner Griezmann has not
been at his best form in his
first season in Spain and
selling him could aid the

Lionel Messi-led side fund
their summer spending.

Barca seem deter-
mined to sell Griezmann
even if PSG don’t agree to
the deal, though the cur-

rent market might prevent
such hefty deals from hap-
pening, given how many
clubs are struggling finan-
cially as a result of the coro-
navirus outbreak, the
report further said.

Meanwhile, Brazilian
midfielder Willian has
revealed that he is likely to
leave Chelsea this sum-
mer after seven years with
the PL club.

Willian, whose con-
tract with the Blues expires
in June, said he is open to
offers from other clubs
after talks about a new
deal broke down.

“I have a beautiful
story at Chelsea. I have a

great relationship with the
fans and everybody at the
club. But my contract is
ending and it’s going to be
difficult,” the 31-year-old
was quoted as saying by
Brazilian news service Uol.

“Chelsea offered me
(a contract of) two years. I
asked for three and they
said it was impossible. I
don’t know if they can
change their mind but,
with the end of my current
contract, I’m free to nego-
tiate with any team.”

Willian has made 329
first-team appearances for
Chelsea since joining them
from Anzhi Makhachkala
in August 2013. AFP
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�	�$��� Ace India cricketer Rohit
Sharma on Wednesday roasted
Rishabh Pant after he came to

know that the young wicketkeep-
er-batsman wants to challenge
him in hitting the biggest six.

During an Instagram Live
session, Jasprit Bumrah told Rohit
that Pant wants to challenge him
to see who can hit the biggest six
between the two.

In reply, the Indian opener
played down the challenge in
hilarious manner, saying: “Mere
sath usko karna hai? ek saal hua
nahi usko cricket khelke, chhakke
ka competition kar rha hai (He
wants to compete against me? He
has played cricket for hardly a
year and wants to have a compe-
tition).”

Rohit has so far hit 423 sixes
in international cricket in 346
matches whereas Pant has hit 47
maximums in 56 games he has
played for India so far. IANS
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