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Coronavirus cases saw a
huge  spike (1,670) on

Thursday  even as the Centre
asserted the rise in  cases  has
been  linear, not exponential. 

The day saw Maharashtra
recording the biggest ever a sin-
gle day gain of 778 cases, fol-
lowed by Gujarat which added
217 cases. With 40 new deaths,
countrywide toll stood at 721.

Despite claims by the
Government that rise was lin-
ear the picture emerging from
Maharashtra is worrisome. The
State has now overall 6,427
cases and 283 deaths. Gujarat
has also seen a manifold surge
during the last one week with
total count of positive cases

reaching 2,624 and a death
count of 112.

Delhi continued to be
placed on the third rank with
a total of 2,376 cases  and 50
deaths. The day saw the nation-
al Capital adding 128 new
cases. Rajasthan and Madhya
Pradesh added 49 and 100
cases to be among the worst
affected States with total of
1,937 and 1,687 respectively.

Uttar Pradesh tally of
cororna positive reached 1,510
with 8 patients found in
Bahraich and 13 in Kanpur on
Thursday. Andhra Pradesh also
saw a rising trend with addition
of 80 cases for a total count of
895 cases and 237 deaths.

However, the Government
pointed out that the country is

experiencing 4.5 per cent pos-
itive cases among the tested
people, which is similar to the
situation a month ago before
the lockdown was imposed. 

CK Mishra, who is chair-
man of Empowered Group 2,
said, “On March 23, we had
done 14,915 tests across the
country and on April 22, we
did more than 5 lakh tests, and
as per a rough calculation, we
have scaled up nearly 33 times
in 30 days. This is not enough
and we need to consistently
ramp up testing.”

Talking to reporters here,
Mishra said, “Our focus is on
the districts now. The way
positive cases moved in India,
the growth is more or less lin-
ear and not exponential.

Certain strategies are in work
to contain it to a particular
level. Beyond this, looking at
the story of positive cases in
these 30 days, we are more or
less in the same position where
we were one month ago.  India’s
positivity rate has remained 4.5
per cent, despite a 24-fold
increase in testing.”

He insisted that through
the lockdown, the Government
has been able to minimise the
spread of the viral infection, cut
the transmission rate and
increase the number of days in
doubling of the cases.

Mishra said India has done
better than majority of the
developing countries, except
South Korea, with respect to
the percentage of tested cases
yielding positive results.

“During the 30 days of
lockdown, we have been able to

cut transmission, minimise
spread and increase the dou-
bling time of Covid-19, con-
sistently ramp up our testing
and utilise our time to prepare
for the future,” added Mishra.

“No new case of Covid-19
was reported from 78 districts
in the last 14 days. A total of
388 patients were cured in one
day, the recovery rate is 19.89
per cent. There are 33 new dis-
tricts in nine states from where
no new case was reported in
the last 14 days,” said Luv
Agarwal, Joint Secretary at the
Union Health Ministry.

“The lockdown period has
been used gainfully to review,
assess and expand our hospital
infrastructure and prepared-
ness; our effort has been to use
resources and be over-pre-
pared,” said Mishra.

Continued on Page 6
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While much of Europe has
remained in coronavirus

lockdown, Sweden has bucked
the global trend by imposing
minimum restriction on pub-
lic activities in order to gener-
ate herd immunity to take on
the pandemic. 

Though for the past

month, outdoor activities have
not been unbridled — people
having been advised to avoid
non-essential travel — restau-
rants, bars, cafes and nightclubs
have remained open, albeit
with limiting gatherings of
over 50 people. Educational
institutions, including school
for under 16-year-olds, have
remained open.

Sweden’s chief epidemiol-
ogist has claimed that “herd
immunity” could be reached in
its capital Stockholm in a few
weeks.

The strategy — aimed at
allowing some exposure to the
virus in order to build immu-
nity among the general popu-
lation while protecting high-
risk groups like the elderly —
has been controversial. Some
health experts argued it is a
risky move. Sweden has seen
16,755 Covid-19 cases and
2,021 deaths so far.

Herd immunity is also
called community immunity
and herd or group protection.
It occurs when a 60 per cent of
the community is deemed
immune to a disease (through
vaccination and/or prior ill-
ness), making the spread of this
disease from person to person
unlikely. This can happen when
many people contract the dis-
ease and in time build up an
immune response to it (natur-
al immunity). It may also occur
many people are vaccinated
against the disease to achieve
immunity.
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Congress president Sonia
Gandhi on Thursday

accused the BJP of spreading
the virus of communal preju-
dice and hatred in the country,
asserting that “grave damage”
is being done to social harmo-
ny in the country.

Addressing a meeting of
the Congress Working
Committee, Sonia said it
should worry every Indian and
her party will have to work
hard to repair this damage.

“Let me also share with you
something that should worry
each and every one as Indians.
When we should be tackling
coronavirus together, the BJP
continues to spread the virus of
communal prejudice and

hatred,” Sonia said at the CWC
meet through video-confer-
encing. This is the second
CWC meet this month while
she has been taking stock of the
situation through various party
meetings.

Continued on Page 6
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In a sharp riposte to Congress
president Sonia Gandhi, who

charged the ruling party with
“spreading communal preju-
dice and hatred,” the BJP on
Thursday described her com-
ment as “cheap politics”. The
BJP demanded that she imme-
diately tender an apology for
her “irresponsible comments”
which would “encourage com-
munal feeling and hatred”.

Senior BJP leaders and
Union Ministers Prakash
Javadekar and Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi said it was unbecoming
of the Congress leader to make
such comments when the
entire country is fighting coro-
navirus pandemic unitedly.

“We are not creating com-
munal divisions. We are unit-
edly fighting Covid-19. We
request them not to do cheap
politics. They must not indulge
in small politics,” Javadekar
said, shortly after Sonia took on
the ruling party.

BJP’s national spokesper-
son Syed Shahnawaz Hussain
demanded that Sonia should
immediately take back her
statement which is aimed at
“encouraging communalism”
and an attempt to distract
attention from violent inci-
dents in the Congress-ruled
States like Maharashtra. He
was obviously referring to the
killing of religious men in
Maharashtra’s Palghar region.

Continued on Page 6
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The Mumbai Police on
Thursday arrested two per-

sons in connection with the
alleged attack on Republic TV
co-founder Arnab Goswami,
even as the Indian National
Congress demanded FIR
against Goswami for allegedly
spreading “racial and social
hatred” in the society.

Acting on a complaint
lodged by Goswami with the
NM Joshi Marg police station,
the police arrested two persons
—  identified as Prateek Mishra
and Raju Borade — in con-
nection with the incident that
took place in the small hours of
Thursday. Both the arrested
persons are in their early 30s. 

Continued on Page 6
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On a day global rating
agency Fitch  lowered

India’s economic growth fore-
cast for current fiscal year
2020-21 to 0.8 per cent from
1.8 per cent,  the Government
stepped up efforts to deal with
the gloom-and-doom scenario
caused by Covid-19 outbreak.

While India’s growth fore-
cast, Fitch cited fall in con-
sumer spending and fixed
investment due to extension of
coronavirus lockdown and dis-
ruption in economic activities.

The Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA), Department
for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) and
representatives of industry
associations on Thursday dis-
cussed ways to boost the eco-
nomic and industrial activities
during lockdown period. The
representatives of Industry
Associations urged the MHA to
allow more industries to oper-
ate with reasonable safeguards.

Sources said the
Government has been consid-
ering providing relaxation to
some more industries to restart
economic activities. State
Governments are working to
operationalise industrial units
in non-hotspot zones as the
Central Government has given
permission for exempting
many essential services post
April 20.

Certain quarters of the
industry and exporters have

raised concerns over the
revised guidelines issued by the
MHA on April 15, stating that
it is difficult for them to imple-
ment those for partial resump-
tion of their factory operations.

MHA’s Joint Secretary
Punya Salila Srivastava said
Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla
and Department of Promotion
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) Secretary Guruprasad
Mohapatra discussed with the
industry associations ways to
facilitate industrial and eco-
nomic activities across the
country amid the lockdown.

Continued on Page 6
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The Central Government
has put on hold till July

2021 the increase in dearness
allowance (DA) for its about
49.26 lakh employees and 61.17
lakh pensioners because of the
strain on finances due to the
coronavirus lockdown. 

The Centre also put on
hold other allowances like LTC,
etc, except for children educa-
tion allowances till June 2020.
The allowances include depart-
mental canteen, office supplies
expenses and the kind of wages
as scheduled in the Cash
Management System in Central
Government. It also tweaked
norms for advance payment in
medical treatment and said
only in emergency cases such

grants may be processed. 
In March, the Union

Cabinet had approved an
increase of 4 per cent in DA to
21 per cent.  “The Central
Government employees and
pensioners will now continue
to receive DA at current rates,
i.e., 17 per cent as part of their
salary/pension,” according to
the office memorandum. 

The memorandum further
stated that no arrears will be
paid from January 1, 2020 to
June 30, 2021. However, any
hike in DA due to revision on
July 1, 2021 will take into
account the previous hikes 
as well. The Government’s tax
revenues have plummeted
because of the Covid-19 lock-
down while expenses have shot
up because of the support pro-

vided to the vulnerable groups. 
The Government revises

dearness allowance twice a
year to compensate for the
rise in prices. 

This is the first coron-
avirus impact on Central
Government employees. The
Government had earlier cut
salaries of Ministers, Prime
Minister, President and
Members of Parliament by 30
per cent. The Government ear-
lier urged its employees to
contribute one day’s salary of
April 2020, which is payable in
May. The pay deducted from
the salary of employees will be
contributed to the Prime
Minister’s Citizen Assistance
and Relief in Emergency
Situations Fund (PM CARES
Fund).

New Delhi: The Government
plans to ensure supply of
around 15.40 crore
Hydroxychloroquine (HCQ)
tablets, used in treating coro-
navirus infections, in the
domestic market in April, an
official said on Thursday.
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$��������-���� New Delhi: Passengers using

the Delhi Metro, postresump-
tion of operations, will have to
take out any metallic itemon
their body before frisking, use
face masks, have the ‘Aarogya
Setu’ app, but those with flu-
like symptoms won’t be
allowed, as per a proposal pre-
pared by the CISF on Thursday.
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New Delhi: The Union
Government said no legal
action will be taken against the
CEO of a company in case an
employee tests positive for
Covid-19. In a letter to the chief
secretaries of all States and
Union Territories, Union
Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla
said some apprehensions, based
on wrong interpretation.
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New Delhi: With 128 new
Corona positive cases, the total
number of Covid-19 cases
increased to 2,376 with two
deaths reported on Thursday.
The death toll in the national
Capital has risen to 50.

Surprisingly, 46 Covid pos-
itive cases are from
Jahangirpuri H block only.
Three lanes of H-Block in
Jahangirpuri, in the North
District, were made the con-
tainment zone on April 14 and
samples were collected after
screening. 
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Four people tested positive
for coronavirus in the city

on Thursday, including one in
Pandeyganj and three in
Topkhana Bazaar, taking the
tally of cases in Lucknow to
174.

According to a senior offi-
cial, those who tested positive
in Topkhana Bazaar included
an undergraduate student, a
paan vendor and a vegetable
seller’s brother. In Pandeyganj,
a 51-year-old man living near
Birhana crossing under Naka
police station tested positive for
COVID-19. 

A senior official said the
police sealed the lane in which
the patient lives and a medical
team collected the swab sam-
ples of his family members. He
said contact surveillance was
being carried out to trace oth-
ers who might have come in
contact with the man.

According to sources, the
man is a cable TV worker and
he might have contracted the
infection from his son, who
works in a hotel.

The CMO teams collected
a total of 285 samples across the
city while 45 teams carried out
awareness drives in
Adarshnagar, Malhupur,
Gulshan Bihar and Sardarnagar,
covering a population of 22,615

in 4,844 houses. The CMO
said that 15 COVID-19 patients
had been discharged in
Lucknow while 169 were under
treatment, including 26 from
Saharanpur, 17 from Assam, 10
from Rajasthan, 16 from Delhi,
one each from Jharkhand &
Andaman, and 98 from
Lucknow itself.

Meanwhile, Defence PRO
Gargi Malik said a retired Army
officer, father-in law of the 35-
year-old Canadian doctor who
had tested positive for coron-
avirus, had tested negative and
they were waiting for the sec-
ond report before discharging
him from the Command
Hospital Divisional
Commissioner Mukesh
Meshram said he had directed
all district magistrates in the
division to check the quarantine
facilities for health workers
and check the community
kitchens.

“CCTV cameras have been
installed in the community
kitchens and directions have
been given to ensure that the
heads of the workers are cov-
ered and they wear masks. As
regards the health workers,
those in active quarantine duty
have to be put in passive quar-
antine after one week of duty
and during this period they
cannot meet anyone,” Meshram
said.
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����	0�� The coronavirus
death toll rose to 24 in Uttar
Pradesh as three more people
succumbed to the infection on
Thursday, an official release
said.

According to the release,
while two deaths were reported
from Kanpur, the third one took
place in Agra, which has so far
recorded the maximum seven
fatalities in the state. Agra is fol-
lowed by Moradabad in terms of
the death toll, where the virus has
claimed five lives so far.

The other districts from
where coronavirus deaths have
been reported are Meerut and
Kanpur (three each); and one
each in Basti, Varanasi,
Bulandshahar, Lucknow,
Firozabad and Aligarh.

The state has so far report-
ed 1,510 cases with 61 fresh cases
surfacing on Thursday.

Out of the total cases, 1,299
are active patients while 187 have
been treated and discharged,
Principal Secretary, Health, Amit
Mohan Prasad told reporters
here.

"The total number of cases
reported in the state have
increased to 1,507,” he said.

"The cases have been report-
ed from 56 (out of total 75 dis-
tricts of the state). Among them
there are no active cases in 11
districts. Now, only 45 district
have active cases," Prasad said.

He said of the total cases, 938
are from the Tablighi Jamaat
event or persons, who came in
contact with them.

On Wednesday, he said,
3,737 samples were collected
and a total of 3,955, including
backlog of samples, were tested.
This is "record testing" in a sin-
gle day, Prasad said.

He said at present, 1,584 per-
sons are in isolation wards while
11,826 are in quarantine facilities
in the state.

Eleven of the coronavirus-
hit districts that have no active
cases now, include Pratapgarh,
Pilibhit, Lakhimpur Khiri,
Hathras, Bareilly, Prayagraj,
Maharajganj, Shahjahanpur,
Barabanki, Hardoi and
Kaushambi, Prasad said.
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Manan Bhatia, an alum-
nus of City Montessori
School, Gomti Nagar
Campus I, has been selected
for Maths PhD programme
with 100% scholarship at the
prestigious Massachusetts
Institute of Technology
(MIT), USA. He also received
offers from the universities of
Berkeley (Columbia) and
UCLANYU  apart from MIT
to pursue research. Principal
of CMS, Gomti Nagar
Campus I, Abha Anant said
Manan was an exceptional
student of the school,
excelling in academics, sports
and extra-curricular activi-
ties. Manan is currently a
final year student of Indian
Institute of Sciences,
Bangalore, and is pursuing
research from its
International Centre for
Theoretical Sciences, Tata
Institute of Fundamental
Research. His special interest
has been in the probability
theory. 
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With more and more
Tablighi Jamaat members

being arrested after completing
their quarantine period across
the state, the government has set
up 34 temporary jails, including
two for women. The security
agencies have so far lodged 350
odd Tablighi Jamaat members,
including 156 foreigners and
eight women, in these jails. 

The foreigners have been
charged with violation of
Epidemic Diseases Law and
Foreigners Act.

Acting tough on missing
Tablighi Jamaat members who
played major role in the sudden
spurt in coronavirus positive
cases in UP, the state govern-
ment has so far arrested 156 for-
eigners who attended the
Nizamuddin markaz congrega-
tion and completed their 14-day
quarantine. 

Another 200 Jamaatis have
been jailed for violation of
Epidemic Diseases Act and
lockdown norms. 

On Thursday, the govern-
ment set up eight more tempo-
rary jails, taking the total num-
ber of such facilities to 34, for
lodging Tablighi Jamaatis. 

Two special jails to lodge
women have been set up in
Lucknow and Bulandshahr, and
four Jamaat members each are
lodged there at present. 

The foreign Tablighi Jamaat
delegates are natives of
Indonesia, Kazakhstan, France,
Morocco, Malaysia, Kyrgyzstan,
Bangladesh, Sudan, Palestine,
Syria, Mali etc. Additional Chief
Secretary (Home) Awanish
Awasthi has said that the gov-
ernment would not spare any-
one violating the law and threat-
ening lives of the people. 

“Hitherto quarantined
Jamaatis will now be sent to jail.
So far 45 FIRs have been lodged
against 259 foreigners who
attended Nizamuddin markaz
and later hid across the state. Of
them, 325 foreigners, including

66 Nepalese citizens, have been
identified across UP. The police
have seized their passports for
violating Foreigners Act by
attending religious gathering
on tourist visa,” Awasthi said.

Besides, around 3,000
Indian were identified in UP
and 2,800 were quarantined. 

Meanwhile, the Fire depart-
ment personnel have so far
sanitised 12518 places, includ-
ing hotspots. Sanitisation exer-
cise was carried out in 635 areas
identified as hotspots, 1,277
sensitive places, 1,465 markets,
3,411 residential areas and 5,439
other places and establishments. 

DG (Fire Services) RK
Vishwakarma said that 784

Lucknow (PNS): Hours before a joint
team of Crime Branch of Delhi Police
and Enforcement Directorate (ED)
raided Tablighi Jamaat chief Maulana
Muhammad Saad Kandhlawi’s Shamli
farmhouse, the local police recovered
the body of a missing madarsa man-
ager near the farmhouse on Yamuna
banks early Thursday morning.

The half-charred, mutilated body
was recovered in a gunny bag. 

The police sent the body for
autopsy and detained two suspects for
questioning.  Saad is wanted by Delhi
Police for holding a congregation in
Nizamuddin markaz and later har-
bouring thousands of Jamaatis there
for days, despite lockdown being
imposed to prevent the spread of coro-
navirus and not informing the author-
ities.  Maulana Saad has since gone
underground and has been posting
clippings claiming to be in isolation.

As per reports, a team of Shamli
police recovered a gunny bag on
Yamuna river banks containing the
body of Mufti Sufiyan, manager of
Madarsa Jamiya Hudlalil Aalmin in
Mawi Kakaur in Kairana.  

The mufti was missing since last
Thursday and a report of his disap-
pearance was lodged last Monday.
After preliminary inquiry, the police
said that the body was half-burnt and
mutilated which indicated that the
killer eliminated the manager the
same day he disappeared and tried to
burn the body to conceal crime. The
killers later dumped the body in a
gunny bag. 

Two suspects were detained and
the police were waiting for the autop-
sy report to start a probe.  Mufti
Sufiyan took charge as manager of the
madarsa in 2017 and all angles are
being probed to close in on the killers.
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Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav said that

SP MP Mohammad Azam
Khan be released from jail as a
“goodwill gesture” by the gov-
ernment since Ramzan was
starting from April 25. 

Khan, his wife and SP
MLA Tazeen Fatma and son
and former SP MLA Abdullah
Azam have been lodged in

Sitapur district jail in connec-
tion with a fake birth certifi-
cate case.

In a statement issued on
Thursday, Akhilesh  said that
releasing Khan, his wife and
son from jail during Ramzan
and letting them fulfil  their
religious obligations, would
be a goodwill gesture by the
government.

“Khan is a reputed leader
and has been a minister and

MLA several times. Besides
being a Rajya Sabha member,
he is presently MP from
Rampur Lok Sabha seat. His
wife is an MLA and their son
has also been an MLA. The
kind of treatment being meted
out to the Khans is indecent,”
Akhilesh said.  

Accusing the Yogi
Adityanath government of
pursuing politics of vendetta
against Khan and his family,

Akhilesh alleged that dozens
of fake cases were registered
against them and they were
persecuted and maligned by
the government for narrow
political ends.

The SP chief further said
that a particular community
was being terrorised by the
government. “The govern-
ment must ensure justice to
every section of society,” he
said.  

Lucknow (PNS): Congress gener-
al secretary and incharge of party
affairs in Uttar Pradesh, Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, on Thursday
appealed to the state government to
announce a relief package for
Lucknow’s chikankari industry, say-
ing it had been badly hit by the lock-
down.

Priyanka said that the small and
medium industries had earlier suf-
fered due to demonetisation and
Goods and Services Tax (GST) and
now the lockdown had hit them
hard. “Lucknow’s chikan industry
has brought laurels to UP in India
and abroad. This industry, which is
already reeling due to demonetisa-
tion and GST, has suffered badly due
to the lockdown. The UP govern-
ment should immediately declare a
relief package for the chikan indus-

try and all other such small and
medium industries and announce
help to the labourers working in
them,” she said in a tweet on
Thursday. 

Priyanka also attached a news
report highlighting that the
chikankari industry, a traditional
craft of Lucknow, had so far suffered
a loss of Rs 2,000 crore due to the
lockdown and the craftsmen were
on the verge of starvation. She also
advocated some immediate relief for
the craftsman so that they could sur-
vive till the industry re-flourished.

Meanwhile, Priyanka hailed
the efforts of students of Ambedkar
Hostel in Gorakhpur who are run-
ning community kitchen to feed
poor and needy stranded due to
lockdown in the district. She sent an
appreciation letter along with food

grains to the hostel inmates through
party’s Gorakhpur district chief
Nirmala Paswan and asked the stu-
dents to seek help of the party if they
faced any difficulty in running the
services further. 

“Helping poor and needy with
your small savings is a real noble
gesture shown by you all and I per-
sonally salute you for the same,”
Priyanka conveyed to the students.

The students are regularly
preparing food and supplying it to
about 150 families daily as they are
either stranded midway to their
native villages or have no money left
with them to meet their daily
needs. Earlier Vadra had praised
similar efforts by a physically chal-
lenged girl in Prayagraj who with
her small savings is serving the peo-
ple of her area. 
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Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath has
asked officials to prepare a plan to

generate 15 lakh employment oppor-
tunities within next three to six months
so that economy of the state could be
strengthened. 

The officials have been asked to
give the proposal within a week.

This directive was given after a pre-
sentation on generating employment
opportunities in the state.

“It will be a great challenge to
strengthen the economy once the
lockdown is lifted. We need to prepare
ourselves for this challenging task.
Therefore, prepare a plan which can
generate employment for 15 lakh peo-
ple within next three to six months,”
Yogi said during the meeting.

He said MSME, Horticulture and
Food Processing, Khadi Gramodyog,
One District, One Product (ODOP),
National Rural Livelihood Mission
(NRLM), Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
Swarozgar Yojana, Skill Development
Mission should work together and
come up with a strategy.

“Even MGNREGA could prove a
game changer in giving employment to
the youth,” he said.

The chief minister said that under
Chief Minister Apprenticeship Scheme,
�2,500 was given to trainees. “Prepare
a plan to link two lakh youth with this
scheme. This will give the youth a
foothold to tide over financial crisis,”
he said and added that youth should be
provided employment under Youth
Hub programme.

Yogi also suggested that MSME
and ODOP could also help in gener-
ating large-scale employment. It could
start with stitching school dress or
weaving sweaters for students of the
state-run schools. The women self0help
groups could be provided machines so
that they could get employment at their
doorsteps, he added.

“Similarly, the Food Processing
department can train women in mak-
ing papad, pickle and pattal. In fact, the
women in SHGs can also generate
employment by making masks,” the
chief minister suggested.

“Teach the youth the virtue of
branding like itra, dhoop and incense
sticks. Provide them market and allow
them to sell their products in compet-
itive market. Same can be done with
dairy products and flower,” he said. 

“Then there are opportunities in
technical field like repairing mobile
phones. We can use ITI and polytech-
nic institutes to do this,” Yogi said.

Rural Development Minister
Rajendra Singh ‘Moti’, MSME Minister
Sidharth Nath Singh, Panchayati Raj
Minister Bhupendra Chaudhry, and
principal secretaries of these depart-
ments attended the meeting.
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In a major move to liberalise agri-
markets, the Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment has allowed the farmers produc-
er’s organisations (FPOs), food process-
ing industries, cold storages and silos
owners to directly procure agricultur-
al produce from farmers outside the
Mandi Samiti. 

The UP government has liberalised
the rules enabling the purchase of agri-
cultural produce outside the Mandi
Samiti. The reform will directly bene-
fit millions of farmers, enabling them
to get a better price of their produce as
the new system will eliminate the long
chain of middleman in agri trade.

Though the government has said

the decision has been taken in view of
the COVID-19 pandemic to end the
crowding in the agriculture mandis, the
UP assembly in April 2018 had  passed
an amendment to the UP Agriculture
Produce Marketing Committee
(APMC) Act, 1964, allowing the oper-
ation of private ‘mandis’.

The amendment had allowed com-
panies to set up procurement centres
outside the periphery of existing man-
dis for direct purchase of produce from
farmers. This was aimed at widening
the procurement basket and providing
more remunerative prices to farmers.  

The rules of the amended Act were
notified last year and will now be
implemented.

With these reforms, all the cold
storage/silo owners with storage capac-
ity of 4,000 MT will be eligible to get
sub-mandi licence. There are a total of
1,911 cold storages in the state.  All the
flour mills, dal mills and oil mills with
installed capacity of processing 10
MT per day will also get the sub-mandi
licence and will be able to directly pur-
chase the agri produce from farmers
without going to the Mandi Samiti.  

The government has also exempt-
ed the sub-mandi licences from the

annual licence fee of �2,000 for the cur-
rent fiscal 2020-21 while the fee has
been waived for the government con-
trolled organisations, cooperative bod-
ies, public sector undertakings.

The government, for promoting
the FPOs in agri trade, has waived the
annual licence fee of �1,000 and bank
guarantee of �i lakh.

The NITI Aayog in 2016 and the
Union Agriculture Ministry had set up
a panel to draft a model act that would
look at agri-marketing in a more
holistic manner and suggest a legal
template for states to adopt. Since agri-
culture is a state subject, only states can
implement laws related to the farm sec-
tor. At present, the bulk of the agro
marketing is done through 251 govern-
ment-operated mandis across the state’s
75 districts. These notified ‘mandis’ had
clocked total transactions worth near-
ly �67,000 crore in 2018-19.

UP Krishi Utpadan Mandi
Parishad had earned �1,823 crore by
way of taxes and levies in 2018-19,
compared to �1,211 crore in 2017-18,
an increase of over 50 per cent, despite
foregoing about �50 crore in taxes on
desi ghee. In the 2019-20 its earnings
were over �2,100 crore. 
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Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Wednesday ordered that no
vehicle be allowed to ferry pas-

sengers during lockdown and in case
of violation, such vehicles be seized
and action be taken against the drivers
and the owners.

“The police should be more strict
on highways, and inter-state and
inter-district borders. A vehicle per-
mitted to ply will only have a driver
and a cleaner. All other occupants will
be illegal and they should be quaran-
tined and the vehicle seized immedi-
ately,” Yogi said during a meeting with
Team 11 in Lucknow on Thursday. 

The chief minister directed offi-
cials to provide better facilities to doc-
tors, paramedics and even to people
who were quarantined in different
places in the state.

Additional Chief Secretary
(Information) Awanish Awasthi told
media persons in Lucknow that the

chief minister was annoyed at reports
of people trying to cross borders by
hiding in vehicles.

“The chief minister said that dis-
trict officials, including district mag-
istrates and chief medical officers,
should regularly check facilities at all
quarantine centres and ensure quali-
ty food and hygiene. Pool testing
should be done at shelter homes.
Covid Care Fund should be used for
strengthening medical facilities at
COVID hospitals and for providing
PPE (personal protective equipment)
kits and other gears for doctors and
paramedics. Besides, more doctors be
engaged to help the patients through
telemedicine,” Awasthi said.

The senior official said that the
chief minister also asked Food Supply
department to provide food grains to
new ration card holders from May and
that Antyodaya card holders should
get 35 kg of food grains and others 5
kg per unit. In April, 88 per cent of
3.56 crore ration card holders were

given over 6.55 lakh metric tonnes of
food grains in the second phase.

Awasthi further said that wheat
purchase was underway and over
4,000 procurement centres were func-
tional across the state. He said 53,000
fertilisers, 37,000 pesticides and 35,000
seed outlets were working for zaid crop
and mentha sowing .

The official also claimed that
construction work had started and
work at three expressways —
Purvanchal, Bundelkhand and
Gorakhpur Link — had picked up
pace with 2,122 machines in operation
in Purvanchal Expressway project. He
said over 4,835 labourers were also
employed there. “The PWD has start-
ed 161 projects worth Rs 2,858 crore,
Irrigation department has started 49
projects and Panchayati Raj depart-
ment has undertaken 43,393 projects
in rural areas covering 15,120 pan-
chayats, in which 3.36 lakh rural
workers, including MGNREGA work-
ers, have been engaged,” he said.
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spots were sanitised in Gautam
Buddha Nagar (Noida), 724 in
Lucknow, 377 in Agra, 216 in
Moradabad, 470 in Meerut, 450
in Firozabad, 460 in Ghaziabad,
256 in Mainpuri, 338 in Aligarh,
756 in Bareilly, 576 in
Kaushambi, 974 in Varanasi,
346 in Azamgarh, and 318 in
Gorakhpur.  

Lucknow (PNS): Taking a
serious note of rising number of
coronavirus positive cases
across the state, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath directed that a
senior IAS officer and a Health
department official be deputed
as nodal officers and sent to dis-
tricts reporting 20 or more
COVID-19 cases so that
medicare to patients could be
monitored and the spread of the
virus to other areas be prevent-
ed. Additional Chief Secretary
(Information), Awanish
Awasthi told media persons in
Lucknow on Thursday that a
senior IAS officer and a health
official would be rushed to
those districts on Friday that
had reported 20 or more
COVID-19 cases.

“There are 15 such dis-
tricts but Gautam Buddha
Nagar (Noida) already has a
senior IAS officer monitoring
the situation and hence officials
would visit the remaining 14
districts and camp there for a
week,” he said.

These officials would check
facilities and medical care avail-

able to the patients and take
stock of preparation of the dis-
trict got countering the pan-
demic.

Awasthi said that in districts
where there were no senior
police officials of Inspector
General (IG) rank, there too a
senior police official would be
sent along with administrative
and health official. “They would
review lockdown, medical and
administration, sanitation,
quarantine centres, communi-
ty kitchens and shelter homes,”
he said.

“The government’s focus
is on ensuring that there is no
spread of coronavirus out of
hotspots and testing has also
been intensified there,” he said.

Awasthi further said that
the state had increased its test-
ing capacity and on Wednesday
3,955 tests were conducted
against sample collection of
3,737. “This shows that we
have started clearing backlog.
Besides, UP has become the
third state in the number of
cumulative tests being done in
the country,” he said.
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Bharatiya Janata Party’s Uttar
Pradesh unit president

Swatantra Dev Singh issued
shows cause notice to its Sitapur
Sadar legislator Rakesh Rathore
for his comments against the
party brass and asked him to
submit his reply within a
week.

In his letter to Rathore, BJP
general secretary Vidyasagar
Sonkar said that there were
reports of anti-party activities
which he should explain with-
in a week’s time.

Sonkar further said, “We
have asked for an explanation
from the MLA and will wait
for his reply before taking
action.” 

Recently, an audio had gone
viral in which the Sitapur MLA
was heard ridiculing Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
appeal to people to clap and
motivate corona warriors. 

“Can clapping or banging
vessels drive corona away? This
was a stupid act. China,
which is a global power, is
working hard to control the dis-
ease and here we are making
people do stupid things,”
Rathore was heard telling a BJP
leader, who called on him for a
favour.
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Aminor girl was gang-raped and filmed by six
perpetrators in Sitapur on Thursday and she

was threatened not to complain to the police, else
she would be defamed using the explicit video.
However, the incident was reported to the police
and two of the accused were arrested while a man-
hunt was underway for four absconding aides. 

As per reports, 13-year-old Surekha (name
changed) of Misrikh area left her house to ease her-
self early Thursday morning. But she was inter-
cepted by six local youths who dragged her to a
school building and raped. The miscreants also
filmed their sinister act on mobile phones. They
later released the girl with the warning that they
would upload the videos on social sites, if she com-
plained to the police. SP of Sitapur, LR Kumar, said
that a case was registered and two of the accused
were arrested and efforts were being made to nab
the rest soon. 

Meanwhile in Bareilly, three local criminals
tried to take advantage of the lockdown and
entered a house in a hotspot area, whose inmates
had tested coronavirus positive and were hospi-
talised. However, they ran out of luck when they
were netted while fleeing the spot. After their arrest,
not only the accused but also the cops who nabbed
them had to be quarantined. The stolen good were
also recovered from them.

SSP of Bareilly, Shailesh Kumar Pandey said
on Thursday that three miscreants entered a house
in Subashnagar area which has been declared a
hotspot due to high incidence of coronavirus infec-
tion in the area. All the inmates of the house tar-
geted were admitted to a hospital on suspicion of
being coronavirus infected and their reports later
turned out to be positive.  “These miscreants
belong to the same family and lived in the neigh-
bourhood. All three are history sheeters and were
earlier engaged in drug trafficking. They knew that
the inmates were not at home and hence target-
ed the house on Thursday before stashing gold jew-
ellery, a laptop, a scooty and �10,000. After the theft
came to notice, the police launched a manhunt and
nabbed them with stolen valuables and goods. 

Later, samples of the three thieves and that of
the cops were sent for testing and the reports are
awaited. Along with the accused, the entire police
team was quarantined. 
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An eerie silence prevailed in
Sadar a day after the

Wednesday’s fracas as police
deployment was increased in
the area and a drone camera
kept hovering through the day
on Thursday. Police conducted
raids in search of the attackers,
but to no avail.  

In the incident, a group of
youths had attacked a police
team, leaving a constable
injured. The youths who were
just about to cross the railway
tracks turned violent after the
police asked them to go back to
their homes. The police vigil
was heightened and residents
were not allowed to move out
at all. While the Cantonment
SHO could not be contacted for
details on the arrest of the
accused and police action, the
spokesman of the
Commissioner of Police said
raids were conducted in the
area in search of the attackers
but without any success. He
added that the police were
looking for unidentified youths
who were also involved in the
act. The sources said that the
police feared backlash from
the group of locals on the

arrest of the attackers and they
were studying the pros and cons
of the situation before laying
their hand on the accused.

On Wednesday afternoon,
the group of youths had
attacked a constable,
Jagdambika Pal, with a stone.
However, DCP (East) Somen
Verma had denied reports of
stone-pelting and said the con-
stable suffered bruises on his
nose. On Wednesday night,
the police had registered a case
against the attackers under sec-
tions 147/148/149/323/504/506,
332/353/188/269/270/271 of
IPC for rioting while armed
with weapons, attacking police-
men, hindering them from dis-
charging their duty, and viola-
tion of lockdown & prohibito-
ry orders. The police had
booked them under 7 Criminal
Law Amendment Act and also
challaned them under
Epidemic Act and Disaster
Control Act.

A spokesman said that the
police had recommended slap-
ping of National Security Act
on the attackers. The police had
identified four of the 
attackers as Mustaqeem, Vikky,
Bablu and Atiullah, all of Sadar
locality.

Lucknow (PNS): There is a
saying in retail that if people
start buying with a shopping
list, it is the end of retail
because the whole retail indus-
try is based on impulse buying,
said Prof Devashish Das Gupta
from the Indian Institute of
Management (Lucknow).
Though the current thinking
seems to be largely following
this, he said he was sure  that
retail would emerge in the
Covid-19 era post lockdown
because the country has a
large population of buyers.

“One cannot say when the
retail will recover, but one
must understand that the
biggest opportunity that
Covid-19 has given is that how
to do cost-effective selling,
and brands which were charg-
ing huge premiums would
have to give way to organisa-
tions charging less,” he said.

He said the current situa-
tion was unprecedented and
one needs to think out of box
in such times. Sharing some
mantras which the corporates

should follow in the current
times, he said they should
reconsider their marketing
approaches. Gupta pointed
out that marketing would be
all about being functional
rather than brand-oriented
after lockdown.

He said that the thinking
should be on the lines of
value-added services, which is
some sort of facilitation of the
customers. “One can go in for
a coronavirus-proof show-
room with facilities of hand-
wash and  little bit of encour-
agement which helps the cus-
tomer to step in. One has to be
more proactive towards 
the concerns of the customers,”
he said.

The situation is such that
nothing is going to happen for
the next four to five months
and one could look into what
could be done for revival of
business. He said that larger
corporates also have to keep
their teams motivated and
hence they have to do some
brainstorming.

Lucknow (PNS): The body of
an unidentified man was recov-
ered from a drain in Viram
Khand-5 under Gomti Nagar
police station area on Thursday.
A video showing a cop enter-
ing the drain with the help of
a ladder and tying a rope
around the body to pull it out
earned him accolades on social
media. As per reports, some
residents spotted the body in
the drain near Ram Bhawan in
the area and alerted the police.
Since the police could not find
any safai karmachari to pull out
the body from the drain, a
policemen performed the task. 

The police said the body
appeared to be 3-4 days old and
the cops did not find any doc-
ument from him to ascertain
the identity of the deceased.
Sources said the deceased could
not be identified by the locals
and it showed that he was an
outsider. 
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Dr APJ Abdul Kalam
Technical University

(AKTU) Vice-Chancellor
Vinay Kumar Pathak had an
online meeting with chairper-
sons and directors of affiliated
institutions and directed them
to ensure that teachers are
given salaries during lock-
down. The objective of the
meeting was to be aware of
problems being faced by insti-
tutions concerned for con-
ducting term-end examina-
tions, reviewing online teach-
ing-learning and fighting the
battle against Covid-19.

The AKTU Vice-
Chancellor also said that efforts

should be made to ensure that
the poor do not face shortage
of food during lockdown. He
asked the directors to complete
class tests and internal 
examinations through online
mode. He said that the exam
dates would be announced
after the lockdown is over and
that online teaching-learning
should be continued.
Chairpersons of the institutes
said that grains, food, sanitis-
ers and hand-made masks were
being distributed in the villages
adopted by the institutes. They
also said that in order to avoid
financial crisis, a soft loan of
three months duration should
be provided to the institu-
tions.

Lucknow (PNS): The region-
al centre of IGNOU, in collab-
oration with NSS, launched
‘Hum Saath Saath Hain’ cam-
paign with a view to provid-
ing telephonic counselling
services to youths across 32
districts under its jurisdiction
with the help of its study cen-
tres. Anshumali Sharma, OSD
and state liaison officer, NSS
Unit, in his address during the
online training programme,
said that due to the coron-
avirus outbreak, youths are
losing hope and hence  tele-
phonic counselling services
would motivate and guide
them towards bright future.

Regional  director,
IGNOU,  Manorama Singh
said the objective of the
scheme is to provide tele-
phonic counselling related to
career, mental wellness, online
education and guidelines
released by the government
related to Covid-19.
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Thieves made off with 203
boxes, each containing 45

bottles of desi liquor worth Rs
5 lakh, from a shop in Para
police station area some time
on Tuesday night. Ramesh
Chandra Jaiswal of Thakurganj
runs the shop in partnership
with Ramakant Gupta in
Sarosa Bharosa village of Para.

“On Wednesday, I got a call
from some residents who told
me about the theft. I reached
the shop and found the liquor
boxes and inverter missing,” he
said. A police spokesman said
a case had been registered in
this connection and sub-
inspector Rajesh Singh tasked
with conducting investigations.

The incident caught the
liquor traders by surprise. “A
loader is required to transport
100 boxes of desi liquor and it
means that the thieves came

with two loaders. It is puzzling
that movement of loaders did
not come to the notice of the
police,” sources said. They said
the incident had exposed the
tall claims of police.   

General secretary of
Liquor Sellers Welfare
Association (LSWA) KL
Maurya said liquor shops had
become a soft target for thieves
in lockdown. “The theft at the
shop in Para is the 14 such
incident. Shops located in areas
like Bakshi-Ka-Talab, Kakori,
Para, Malihabad and other
rural parts of the city are more
vulnerable,” he said. Maurya
said LSWA had written to
state government requesting it
step up police vigil in areas
around liquor shops. “We hope
our problem will be addressed
soon,” he added.

Meanwhile, the
Husainganj police arrested a
man, identified as Arvind

Singh of Murli Nagar locality
in the area, for selling desi
liquor bottles at Rs 150 each
instead of the actual price (Rs
75 per bottle). The police also
recovered 60 desi liquor bot-
tles. Hussainganj SHO AK
Pandey said Arvind had pur-
chased liquor during ‘janata
curfew’ to cash in on dry days.
He said he was selling the
liquor bottles kept in a bag. “An
informer tipped off us about
the same and he was nabbed,”
the SHO said.

Arvind said he got the
liquor bottles from some per-
son and was selling it for a long
time. Sources said the total
goods recovered were worth Rs
5,000. “It seems that someone
invested money to cash in on
the lockdown and Arvind was
hired to sell liquor bottles at
double the rates,” they opined.
However, police did not
endorse the claims.
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The future does not seem
rosy for florists and farmers.

They have standing rows of
beautiful and expensive flowers
but these are just being cut and
thrown away. Just when the
flower trade picked pace and a
‘phool mandi’ came into exis-
tence, the business has lost its
fizz. Farmers said artificial flow-
ers took away 50 per cent of their
business in 2019 while in 2020,
coronavirus has hit so hard that
the trade has  completely col-
lapsed. The worst hit are the
farmers who have set up poly-
houses and are throwing Rs 1
lakh  worth flowers of gerbera
and gladioli every day in pits
which they have dug. 

There are over 50 farmers in
both Barabanki and Lucknow
districts who have set up poly-
houses of one acre each and cur-

rently it is a wait-and-watch sit-
uation for them.

Moinuddin, a farmer from
Barabanki who has set up a poly-
house, said the trade is complete-
ly finished and when the lock-
down ends, there would be no
immediate scope for the sale of
flowers. “In a  polyhouse the
same crop has to be grown for a
period of five years . We spent Rs
60 lakh in setting up of a poly-
house and if a flower is planted
once, the plantation continues for
five years. If we try to remove this
arrangement, it will cost us
another Rs 15-20 lakh.
Currently, we are simply cutting
the flowers and throwing them
away and waiting to see what
happens when the lockdown will
be lifted,” he said.

He added that in the open
fields, they have removed the
flowers of gladioli and planted
tomatoes, mentha and chillies.

He said major income comes
from the polyhouse  farming and
that he has lost Rs 5-6 lakh in the
lockdown period. He said flower
trade gave him 4-5 times more
income than vegetable trade. “I
was the first farmer in Uttar
Pradesh to have set up a poly-
house in Uttar Pradesh and
encouraged it amongst other
farmers too. In 2009, I started
gerbera flower farming and was
earlier into sugarcane farming,”
he pointed out.

Mahendra Pratap Singh,
another farmer from
Maharajganj, echoed the same
views. “One of the biggest prob-
lems which we are facing is how
to sustain the poly-house crop
and for how long. The peak sea-
son is gone and there is no mar-
ket or transportation,” he said,
adding that the farmers were also
burdened by loans which they
had taken to set up polyhouses.
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Onions which brought tears
to the eyes of people due

to skyrocketing prices are now
selling at a wholesale rate of Rs
1,000 per quintal and retail
price of Rs 20 per kg. It is one
of the cheapest veggies in the
mandis at the moment and
officials said it was because
hotels and restaurants were
closed due to lockdown and
also because chicken and mut-
ton is not available in the
market. 

Mandi secretary Sanjay
Singh said onion which is used
the most in eateries almost had
no takers now. “Onion is used
an accompaniment in salad
and also in cooking non-veg-
etarian dishes. With chicken
and mutton off the markets
and hotels & restaurants
closed, the consumption of
onion has dropped,” he said.
He added that only 40 per cent

of the onion was being picked
up from the markets in com-
parison to last year and the
incoming of onion had also
reduced by almost 50 per cent.
“As on today, there is almost
4,200 quintals of onion in
Sitapur road mandi and
Dubagga mandi. Incidentally,
a couple of months ago, the
same onion had literally made
people cry as it was selling as
high as Rs 120 per kg,” he
pointed out.

Similar is the case with
potato which is selling at a
wholesale rate of Rs 1,600-
1,800 per quintal and a retail
rate of Rs 20 per kg. “Potatoes
are used by street vendors,
chaat stall owners and dhabas
to a great extent and as every-
thing is closed, there are no
buyers. The incoming has
decreased by 22 per cent.
Singh said they have 1,200
quintals of potatoes in the
market. 
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Amove which could help
them earn the goodwill of

people, a police team celebrated
the 50th marriage anniversary of
an elderly couple on Thursday.
The couple are living alone in
Gomti Nagar due to lockdown
while their children could not
reach Lucknow from the US to
celebrate the occasion. ADCP
Dinesh Puri, who is the staff offi-
cer of the Commissioner of
Police, got an information that
it was the 50th marriage anniver-
sary of Dr BML Varmani and his
wife Geeta Varmani on
Thursday and the couple were
feeling low after postponing the
celebrations in the absence of
their children.

The ADCP, along with the
Gomti Nagar SHO, left for
Varmani’s house in Gomti Nagar
with a cake. When Dr Varmani
opened the door, he had no idea
of the surprise the police had in

store for him and his wife. The
ADCP and Gomti Nagar SHO
extended the couple best wish-
es and the Varmanis celebrated
the occasion by cutting the cake.
The couple even gave their

blessings to the police officers for
making it a memorable affair for
them. The couple were all praise
for the police.

Puri said Dr Varmani is a
retried scientist of Indian

Toxicology department and lives
in Gomti Nagar. “The elderly
couple were elated to see us with
a cake on the occasion of their
50th marriage anniversary,” the
ADCP said.
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Cracking a whip in Naveen
Galla Mandi in Hasanganj

police area on Thursday, the
police registered cases against
13 shopowners for not ensur-
ing social distancing and seized
two vehicles. The action came
following reports that a big
crowd had flocked to the shops
and JCP (Law and Order)
Naveen Arora conducted an
inspection. A police spokesman
said the shopowners were chal-
laned for keeping articles in
front of their shops and not fol-
lowing the guidelines regarding
social distancing while doing
business.

The case was lodged on the
complaint of sub-inspector
Nazar Iman and those named
were identified as Tabrez Khan,
Mohammed Ismail, Ajay
Gupta, Sumit Jaiswal, Gaurav
Sharma, Sushil Kumar Gupta,
Ramashanker, Manoj Kumar
Rathor, Ishu Gupta, Gaurav
Gupta, Sandeep Kumar Sahu,
Sanjay Sahu and Aman Kumar. 

The shopowners were chal-
laned for violating the pro-
hibitory norms under sections
188/269/270 of IPC and also
booked under Section 3 of
Epidemic Act. Reports said
that earlier, the shopowners
were warned of action if they
were found to be violating
social distancing norms in

view of the coronavirus out-
break. Sub-inspector Nazar
Iman said the shopowners did
not pay heed to the police
warnings and announcements.   

Sources said the shop own-
ers were violating social distanc-
ing norms for the last four
days, taking advantage of police
laxity. “The news reached the
the JCP office and he conduct-
ed a surprise inspection. Later,
an FIR was registered in this
connection,” the sources said.

Meanwhile, the police were
flayed for failing to arrest the
stalker for allegedly forcing a

class XI girl student to end her
life at her house in Madiaon on
the intervening night of April 20
and 21. The police had not
recovered any suicide note.

The family of the girl said
they had given the name of the
accused (Sonu), who was stalk-
ing the girl for a long time, and
a case was registered against
him for abetment to suicide.
Her brother said the police did
not move an inch after register-
ing the case. ADCP, North,
Rajesh Srivastava said a team
raided the accused’s house in
Sitapur, but he remained elusive. 
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In view of the nation-wide
lockdown to prevent spread

of coronavirus and the social
distancing protocol in place,
Islamic Centre of India
announced that it would live
stream recitation of Quran
during Ramzan from April 25. 

The live stream will be
done every day on social
media site Facebook from 8
pm to 10 pm and can be
accessed across the globe.

Clerics and religious lead-
ers have issued appeals to
people to stay indoors and
pray in their houses to follow
lockdown during Ramzan. 

Chief of All India Islamic
Centre,  Maulana Khalid
Rasheed Farangi Mahali, said
on Thursday, “As lockdown is
on and social distancing
norms are also in force, All
India Islamic Centre will be
live streaming recitation of
Quran and every day, two
paras (chapters) will be recit-

ed from 8 pm to 10 pm.”
“People should perform

wazu and listen to it with their
family and later perform 20
rakats of Namaaz-e-Taraweeh.
It is important for Muslims to
pray to Allah during Ramzan,
but this is the best way to pray
and keep everyone safe in the
present situation,” he said.

“There should be no roza
iftar parties at all, instead that
money should be utilised for
food and ration for the poor.
Also, people should avoid
sending loads of iftari to
mosques and only send for

four or five people in the
mosque. People should pray
especially to end this pandem-
ic,” the maulana said.

A similar appeal was
issued by Shia cleric Maulana
Saif Abbas who asked people
to abide by lockdown norms
during the crisis.

“The coronavirus pan-
demic has affected more than
200 countries till now. Ramzan
is coming but one should
abide by lockdown norms and
we should abide by what is
suggested by doctors and
authorities,” he said.

Earlier Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath had urged reli-
gious leaders to ensure that
social distancing was main-
tained during festivals.

“I know there are events
like Baisakhi and Ramzan. I
would request all religious
leaders to urge people not to
gather for any public function
as social distancing must be
practised,” he had said.
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Lucknow (PNS): The ICMR
(Indian Council for Medical
Research) has fixed the rates of
coronavirus testing by private
labs who have obtained permis-
sion for conducting the tests.
The rate for first time screening
is �1,500 and for second time
confirmation �3,000.  If a per-
son is not suffering from
COVID-19 and this becomes
apparent in one screening, then
he/she will only have to spend
�1,500 and if he goes for a con-
firmation, he/she will have to
spend �4,500. The rate for the
single step kit in which the infec-
tion can be detected in a single
step has been fixed at �2,500.
The officials said it had come to
their knowledge that even those
who were not infected were
being asked to pay �4,500 for the
single kit test, which was against
the ICMR guidelines.
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District administration has
intensified its efforts to

ensure that the residents of
many hotspot areas do not
face inconveniences during the
auspicious month of Ramzan
beginning from Friday. On the
instructions of District
Magistrate (DM) Kaushal Raj
Sharma, the distribution of
sevai, khazoor, besan, chana,
matar etc. in all the hotspot
areas has started.  Meanwhile,
the work at sevai making units
has also started in view of see-
ing the rising demands of the
same during the auspicious

month.
Sharma said that after find-

ing of several positive COVID-
19 patients, as many as six
places including four in the city
and two in adjoining rural
areas have been declared as
hotspots and as these areas are
fully sealed, the administration
is giving relaxation of half-an-
hour during morning and
evening so that the residents
can purchase essentials items
like milk, fruits, foodgrains
etc.  

He said that the efforts are
being made to ensure sufficient
supply of sevai, khazoor and
other items to Muslims during

this auspicious month.
Besides, efforts are also

being made to provide money
to the residents at their
doorsteps from their bank
accounts through Bank Mitras
apart from medicines and other
items through delivery boys in
hotspot areas. DM also
appealed to the residents of
hotspot areas to respect the
norms of lockdown so that the
country can win over coron-
avirus. 

He assured the residents of
making all efforts to ensure that
there would be no scarcity of
any essential item.

Meanwhile, the DM has

informed that during the lock-
down, over � 3.13 crore have
been transferred to the bank
accounts of 31,398 helpless
people of the district apart
from distribution of ration kits
to 41,474 poor people and
migrated workers of other dis-
tricts staying here. 

He accepted that during
the lockdown, many vendors,
daily wage workers, auto dri-
vers, rickshaw pullers and oth-
ers are facing problems. In
view of seeing their problems
and after doing their survey, �
1000 is being transferred to the
bank account of each such
beneficiary, he added.
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After giving some reliefs to
daily wage workers by

starting work under MNREGA
in rural areas, the district
administration has also given
permission to various depart-
ments to restart work in as
many as 53 construction pro-
jects even when lockdown-2
continues in view to prevent
spreading of coronavirus pan-
demic. After the permission,
the work on some of the sites
including Kashi Vishwanath
Corridor has also restarted
and on Thursday, the labour-
ers were seen busy in construc-
tion work in Dashaswamedh
area.

However, no permission
was given to any individual to
start construction work at his
site though as many as 13 per-
sons had sought permissions in
this direction. The permission
was given to the departments
and others on conditions that
all the workers would use
masks and maintain social dis-
tancing and they would stay in
the premises of the sites.
According to information,
most of the permissions were
given to the projects of con-
struction of roads and Pradhan
Mantri Awas.

It is expected that the work
in many other sites including in
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) where CPWD will con-
struct various flats and other
projects. The work at many

places would only be restarted
when the concerned organisa-
tions would arrange workers
apart from making shelter facil-
ities for them in the construc-
tion sites so that the adminis-
tration cannot face much prob-
lems in execution of the ongo-
ing lockdown.  Meanwhile,
National Highway Authority of
India (NHAI) has also restart-
ed construction work at its
many sites apart from patching
work between Mohansarai and
Raja Talab.   

Earlier, Vice-Chairman  of
Varanasi Development
Authority (VDA) Rahul
Pandey held a meeting with
delegation of Varanasi Builders
and Development Association
and apprised the latter of the
conditions the work can be
restarted. According to him,
the permissions will be given
on nine conditions including
use of masks by all workers,
maintain social distancing, stay
at construction sites, no
involvement of old aged work-
ers and some others. He said
that the government has decid-
ed to start construction work
only in view to check the
migration of workers.

MANY POLICE PER-
SONNEL MADE QUARAN-
TINE: The district administra-
tion has made the guest house
of Kashi Vishwanath Mandir as
Police Institutional Quarantine
for the cops on the suspicion of
coronavirus. Over a dozen
police personnel including a
police sub-inspector have been

made quarantine here as pre-
caution after they found suffer-
ing from fever, cold, cough and
sneezing.

The district administra-
tion got information about
some police personnel suffer-
ing from cough, sneezing, cold
and fever and taking a serious
note of it, the district adminis-
tration decided to put them in
quarantine. The District
Magistrate Kaushal Raj Sharma
informed that for such cops,
the Police Institutional
Quarantine has been made at
guest house of Kashi
Vishwanath Mandir and asked
the police officers to quarantine
the suspected coronavirus
police personnel here as pre-
caution.

As per information, some
police personnel and police
sub-inspector posted at Nagar
Nigam police outpost were
made quarantine at this quar-
antine centre as precaution
after they were found suffering
from cold, cough, sneezing
and fever. It was said that the
temperature of their body was
found more than normal.
Meanwhile, a police head con-
stable posted at Bhelupur police
station was made home quar-
antine after finding symptoms
of virus.

Meanwhile, the police con-
tinued their strictness against
those found roaming on road
without genuine reason and
made challan of a number of
vehicles for violating the guide-
lines of lockdown. The police

also dealt strictly with those
going by two-wheeler with one
more sitting on pillion seat as
there is guideline that only one
person could go for the pur-
chasing of essential goods dur-
ing the relaxation period. The
police also checked the ambu-
lance in order to implement the
lockdown as there was com-
plaint that the ambulance was
being misused for other pur-
poses besides carrying patients.
The police personnel were
deployed at wholesale veg-
etable markets to ensure the
social distancing as there was
complaint about gross violation
of social distancing particular-
ly in wholesale vegetable mar-
kets.  

SUICIDE: A graduate stu-
dent reportedly committed sui-
cide by hanging herself from
ceiling fan at a private girls’
hostel at Dalhatta area, under
the Chetganj police station on
Thursday. According to infor-
mation, the deceased, hailed
from Nalanda in Bihar, was liv-
ing at a private girl’s hostel in
above mentioned area. She was
first year student of a degree
college situated in Chetganj. It
was said that on Thursday
morning when the warden of
hostel did not find the girl’s
room open till noon, he
informed the police about this,
On being informed the police
reached site and took stock of
first hand information about
the matter. The police opened
the room and found the girl
hanging from ceiling fan. 
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District Magistrate (DM)
Kaushal Raj Sharma

appealed to the religious lead-
ers and office-bearers of
Muslim organisations to help
the administration in its bid to
execute lockdown strictly in
view to prevent spreading of
coronavirus pandemic, promis-
ing them that there would be
no shortage in supply of all
essential items during the aus-
picious month of Ramzan. He
was holding a meeting with
them at his camp office here on
Thursday. He made it clear that
no one would be allowed to
move in the lanes and in every
locality, 2-3 volunteers should
be deployed to keep watch on
the residents.

According to him, the
administration has made its
preparations to provide ration
kits and other articles to the
needy persons and after iden-
tifying some social organisa-
tions, efforts would be made to
distribute articles to the resi-

dents through concerned police
stations. He also made it clear
that in mosque only those can
offer namaz who live there and
no outsiders would be allowed
to go there. Speaking on the
occasion, Gulam Yasim said
that as during this season the
cases of diarrhoeal and other
seasonal diseases have
increased so that arrangements
of medicines and treatment
facilities should be made. In
response the DM said that if
needed, medical facilities
would be provided.

DM also instructed the
Municipal Commissioner to
ensure proper cleanliness in all
Muslim-dominated localities
and assured the participants
that there would be no prob-
lems of water and power sup-
ply. 

He said that in any case of
problems, the complaints can
be registered with COVID-19
War Room. Senior religious
leaders also appealed to the
Muslims to maintain social
distancing and respect lock-
down in view to prevent spread

of coronavirus pandemic. The
meeting was also attended by
SSP Prabhakar Chaudhary,
Municipal Commissioner
Gaurang Rathi, ADM (City)
Vinay Kumar Singh, SP (City)
DK Singh and Maulana Mufti
Batin.

Meanwhile, it was a peace-
ful day when no new COVID-
19 patient was reported. Out of
19 positive corona patients in
the city, eight have been dis-
charged while one has died and
now the number of patients
being treated is 10, nine of
them are in Pt Deen Dayal
Upadhyay (DDU) Hospital,
Pandeypur, while one at Sir
Sundarlal Hospital (SSH) in
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU). 

Out of six hotspots, maxi-
mum seven cases are from
Madanpura buffer zone, fol-
lowed by four from Pitarkunda
and three from Gangapur and
rest are from Bajardiha, Lohta
and Nakkhighat.

Earlier, the administration
has collected samples from
eight doctors and 11 para-

medical staff from a private
nursing home in Mehmoorganj
area. Besides, samples of 24 stu-
dents of Odisha and Jharkhand
living at a madarsa near
Mahatma Gandhi Kashi
Vidyapeeth (MGKV) were also
collected. Apart from them, the
samples of four other suspect-
ed persons were also sent for
COVID-19 tests. 

The district police arrested
22 persons under Section 151
CrPC and took action against
246 under Section 51 of
Disaster Management Act.
During checking at 14 border
points and 49 police barriers,
1760 vehicles were challaned
apart from seizing of nine
vehicles. 

Since the imposing of lock-
down, 279 FIRs have been
lodged against 592 persons; 700
were arrested under Section
151 of CrPC while action was
taken against 1232 under
Section 188 or Section 51 of
Disaster Management Act.
Besides, so far 38,334 vehicles
were challaned and 757 were
seized.
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During the lockdown, six-
year-old Mohit son of

Bablu was kidnapped from
Dhussa area, under the
Dhoomanganj police station
area here on Thursday.  This
triggered  panic among the
people. 

Acting swiftly, the
Dhumanganj police and sur-
veillance team launched a
search for the kidnapper. And
after about two hours of hectic
efforts, the Dhoomangaj police
claimed to have arrested the
accused Abhinav Singh
Chauhan and recovered the
minor boy from his possession
from Phaphamau. The accused
is a resident of Rajapur Gonai
village located in Raniganj
police station area of
Pratapgarh.

A resident of Dhussa area,
Bablu is a painter by profession.
In the morning his six-year-old
son Mohit was playing outside
his house.  In the meantime,
Abhinav reached there and
kidnapped the child.   kidnap-
ping incident which occured
broad daylight caused panic in
the area.  On hearing the com-
motion, people of nearby area
also gathered there. 

However,  the people
around saw the kidnapper
speeding away on his mobike
with the minor and then
reported it to the police.  When
the matter came into the
knowledge of SSP Satyarth

Anirudh Pankaj, he immedi-
ately constituted a team which
comprised surveillance
incharge Brijesh Singh, SSI
Manish Tripathi of
Dhumanganj police station and
outpost incharge Rajroopur
Rakesh Gautam.  The cops
questioned the family members
of the child after they saw the
photograph of the accused
through CCTV footage.

Swinging into action, the
Dhoomangaj police cordoned
off the area and nabbed the
accused at Phaphamau. CO
Civil Lines Brij Narayan Singh
said that the accused  and the
child’s mother are old acquain-
tances.  They had fallen out
over some trivial issues upon
which the accused had threat-
ened her for dire consequences.
The parents’ place of child’s
mother also lies in the neigh-
bouring village of the accused,
CO added.

MULTIPLE COURT
PROCEEDINGS: Allahabad
High Court and the district
courts of UP has become the
such first state with the soft-
ware based inhouse facility of
virtual courts. The Allahabad
High Court and the district
courts of UP can now conduct
multiple court’s proceedings
through virtual courts, within
the court’s premises, without
any internet connectivity. 

A number of initiatives
have been taken by the
Allahabad High Court to facil-
itate the court proceedings

through the video conferenc-
ing. Recently, a software for
conducting the court proceed-
ing through video conference
has been installed  in the
Allahabad High Court and in
all the district courts of Uttar
Pradesh.  

The Allahabad High Court
and the district courts of Uttar
Pradesh can now conduct mul-
tiple court proceedings through
virtual courts within the court
premises, without any internet
connectivity. 

This facility is completely
secure and the connectivity is
seemless. Existing infrastruc-
ture was used for the purpose
and no additional expenditure
was incurred in providing the
above facilities.  

Uttar Pradesh is first such
state with the software based
inhouse facility of virtual
courts. Efforts are being made
to further strengthen such ser-
vices.

NCR KNOWN FOR
EXCELLENT MOBILITY OF
TRAINS: North Central
Railway (NCR) maintains its
‘Hallmark Mobility’ of
frieght and parcel trains even
in these difficult times of lock-
down. 

North Central Railway is
known for excellent mobility of
trains on its territory and carry
more than 10  per cent of total
IR traffic with just 5 per cent of
its assets while running maxi-
mum number of trains with
speed of 130 kmph or above

and also trains with highest
average speed.

Amidst ongoing lockdown
passenger services are com-
pletely suspended yet, North
Central Railway is not only
maintaining its unparalleled
mobility but it is also upscaling
punctuality of parcel trains
and average speeds of goods
trains. 

This wasn’t an easy task as
owing to lockdown staff con-
centration had to be reduced to
maintain social distancing and
availability of materials to sus-
tain operation & maintenance
was also a challenge . However
with meticulous planning,
mechanised & automatic health
monitoring of assets, change in
maintenance strategy to give
condition based inputs and
above all exemplary dedication
of Railwaymen, North Central
Railway could ensure that all
fixed and moving assets are
maintained in top class.
Recording of track parameters
and dedicated inputs based on
track parameter data ensured
that speed in all sections of
NCR remained at its normal
level despite working with min-
imal staff deployment
.Similarly in other fields like
signalling , overhead electrical
equipment and Rolling stock,
inputs from various mecha-
nised system were used to give
dedicated maintenance inputs
to maintain safety and opti-
mum serviceability of these
assets with less manpower. 
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There seems to be no respite
from the novel coronavirus

as 15 more positive cases have
been reported from Kanpur
district.

Chief Medical Officer Dr
AK Shukla told reporters on
Thursday that the new cases
were from Colonelganj, Coolie
Bazaar Kidwai Nagar, all
hotspot zones.

With these new cases, the
number of coronavirus positive
cases reported in the district
has risen to 97.

The CMO added that this
figures includes two positive
cases which were confirmed
late Wednesday night. 

He said the swab samples
taken from a 72-year-old man,
who died on Tuesday at his
house in Coolie Bazaar, had
come out positive for coron-
avirus infection.

The virus has so far
claimed three lives in the city
while seven people have recov-
ered. The district has now 87
active cases.

Dr Shukla said out of the
total 132 reports received from
King George’s Medical
University in Lucknow, only
eight were positive and all
these persons were in contact
with coronavirus positive case
identified earlier.

The CMO reiterated that
there was no shortcoming in
sending samples to Lucknow,
Jhansi and Kanpur medical
college for tests. He said the
nasal and throat swab tests
were sent for testing as and
when received, by properly
maintaining the cold chain.

He said the swab samples
of the suspects were not only
being tested in the COVID-19
lab in Kanpur but were also
being sent to other laboratories
for early detection of the cases
so that there was no delay in
identifying the fresh cases and
starting treatment.

The CMO said around 60
positive cases had been admit-

ted to the COVID-19 hospital
and all were stable barring six
serious patients who were put
on life support system. 

The CMO appealed to the
people to inform the CMO
Control Room (0512-2333810)
immediately if they learnt

about persons having symp-
toms of COVID-19 or people
who had arrived from some
other place recently.
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Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner Sudhir M

Bobde along with IG Police
Mohit Agarwal and other
senior officials took a round
of the city, especially the
newly-added coronavirus
hotspots, to see the enforce-
ment of lockdown on
Thursday. 

He said lockdown had to
be enforced in the strictest
possible terms and there
should be no laxity in this
regard. He praised the police
officials and police personnel
who are working day and
night to enforce lockdown,
putting their lives to risk. He
said their devotion was an
example of patriotism and
national love. 

The divisional commis-
sioner asked the police per-
sonnel to remain careful of
their own health. He said if
the police personnel were
safe and healthy then only the
lockdown could be success-
fully enforced to save precious
lives. 

He said the COVID-19
death rate across the globe
was an eye opener and peo-
ple need to be very careful
themselves.

Bobde said people should
not hide if they were infect-
ed by coronavirus because
early confirmation of the
infection would result in start-
ing the treatment in time
and save their lives. He said by
voluntarily informing the
administration that they were
suffering from COVID-19,

such people would not only
be saving their own lives but
also not risking the lives of the
people around them. 

The divisional commis-
sioner said if the coronavirus
infection spread into the com-
munity it would have danger-
ous repercussion and thus it
was the duty of each and
every person to voluntarily
disclose their health status,
maintain social distancing
and keep washing their hands
regularly. 

Bobde also visited the
factories where masks are
being manufactured. He
praised their efforts. He
advised the workers there to
maintain social distancing
and ensure they regularly
washed their hands of used
sanitisers.
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Kanpur (City) District
Magistrate BR Tiwari on

Thursday reiterated that all
private schools should refrain
from collecting school fees
from children during the lock-
down period.  

He, however, said that par-
ents who could pay the fees of
their wards should deposit it so
that schools could pay
the salaries to their teachers.
He once again clarified that the
fees had not been condoned
but its recovery had been post-
poned for the lockdown peri-
od. 

Tiwari warned school

managements that if
they issued fee recovery
notices to the parents,
they would be liable for
government action.  He also
said there should be no hike in
fees during the lockdown peri-
od.

The district magistrate
expressed concern over the
increasing number of coron-
avirus hotspots in the city and
said this was mainly
because some people were
not following the
lockdown seriously. 

He said people did not
understand the gravity of the
situation and warned them to
refrain from moving out of

their houses.  
He flagged off three mobile

biometric payment system
vans, two of Bank of Baroda
and one of the State Bank of
India, from his camp office on
Thursday.  

He said the vans could
provide cash up to � 10,000 to
any bank account holder and
would mainly focus on lock-
down areas to ensure that peo-
ple do not come out for cash
needs and go to bank. 

He said the three vans
along with police patrol would
move across the city to facili-
tate people to withdraw cash in
their respective areas. 

Chief Development Officer

Sunil Singh, bank manager
AK Verma and other officials
were present on the occasion.

Meanwhile, Zila
Panchayati Raj Adhikari
Sarvesh Kumar Pandey said
that on Panchayati Raj Diwas
on  Friday, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi would interact
with two-three gram pradhans
of the district who had been
highly active in the areas like
PM Kisan Samman Yojana,
PM Shramik Kalyan
Yojana and had made
full efforts to ensure that
financial aid reached the
accounts of the beneficiaries of
Jan  Dhan Yojana, besides
other areas.
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MLA from Banda Prakash
Dwivedi that as many as

6,000 lunch packets were dis-
tributed among the poor and
needy people in different areas
of the city on Thursday. 

Giving details while talking
to The Pioneer he said that the
areas where the lunch packets
were distributed were
Rahuniya, Chhoti Bazar,
Khutla, Aliganj, Chowk Bazar,
Kotwali Road, Khaipar, Katra,
Kyotara, Karbala, Muktidham
Road, Roadways bus stand,
railway station, Peeli Kothi,
Padmakar Chauraha, Ram
Leela Road, Bangalipura, Civil
Lines, Swaraj Colony, Kalu
Kuwan, Jawahar Nagar, Gayatri
Nagar, Tulsi Nagar, Sarvodaya
Nagar and Shukul Kuwan. 

Prominent among those
who distributed lunch packets
were Rajesh Gupta, Pushkar
Dwivedi, Rajat Seth, Anurudha
Tripathi, Rohit Tiwari, Santosh
Rajput, Anil Singh, Pankaj
Raikawar, Mahendra Singh
Kachhwah, Ankit Agnihotri,

Vishvaprakash Srivastava,
Rahul Dwivedi, Ram Manohar
Yadav and Neeraj Tripathi.
MLA Dwivedi said that his
main aim was to ensure that no
one remained hungry in the
Banda Vidhan Sabha area.  

He said that he had dis-
tributed 300 ration kits among
the needy and poor in Pavai
Ghhori village in Bisanda town
on Thursday.  Those who
accompanied on the occasion

were divisional president,
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
Bisanda, Ranjeet Singh, zila
panchayat member,
Rajbhawan, Vishnu Sharan
Sengar, divisional vice-presi-
dent BJP Sanjay Gupta, vice-
president Ashish singh, divi-
sional president, youth wing,
BJP Shiv Naresh Tripathi, Braj
Bhooshan Tripathi, Rajesh
Chaurasia, Kamlesh Gupta and
Monu Shivhare.
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The Vindhyachal Super
Thermal Power Project

(VSTPP) of National Thermal
Power Corporation (NTPC)
donated over �32.95 lakh for
the installation and boring of
35 handpumps in its adjoining
rural areas. The cheque of this
deposit work under Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)
programme was given by
Executive Director (ED)
Debashish Sen of VSTPP to
executive engineer, Public
Health Engineering (PHE)
department, Singrauli. Earlier,
the plant had also given �52
lakh for the same unit of
Singrauli for installation of 50
handpumps. 

Besides, VSTPP also pro-
posed to sanction over �1.09
crore under its deposit work for
the construction of drain and
culvert in Navjeevan Vihar
Sector-1. The fund will be
given in four installments. The
first installment of �30 lakh was
credited to the bank account of
Nagar Palika Nigam, Singrauli.
In this direction the payment
invoice was handed over by
VSTPP ED to executive engi-
neer of Nagar Palika Nigam VP
Upadhyaya. On the occasion
General Manager (Human
Resources) Uttam Lal, AGM
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Registrar Banda
University of

Agriculture and
Technology (BUAT) Dr
GS Pawar and Director
Administration and
Monitoring Dr BK Singh
handed over a cheque of
�4,23,477 to
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Chitrakootdham Division
Gaurav Dayal to be
deposited in   Chief
Minister’s Distress Relief
Fund-Covid Care Fund,
on behalf of the Vice-
Chancellor. 

Vi c e - C h a n c e l l o r
BUAT Dr US Gautam told
The Pioneer that all BUAT
officials, teachers and staff
had voluntarily donated
their day’s pay to combat
coronavirus. Vice-Chancellor Dr Gautam said
that at this crucial juncture we all should come
forward and donating our day’s pay to which
would help the government in providing finan-

cial assistance to the poor and needy of the state.
Dr Gautam made an appeal to the residents of
Chitrakootdham division to wear face masks and
follow the guidelines of lockdown. 
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Continuing its fight against
Covid-19, NTPC-

Unchahar in association with
the district administration and
CISF launched a sanitisation
drive in the hot spot area in
Unchahar town on Thursday.
Earlier the drive was carried
out in Pitha Patti of Rohania
block.  Sodium hypochlorite
was sprayed in these areas.  

The drive which started
from Unchahar  crossing  cov-
ered Jama Masjid and Darji
Mohalla. Unchahar SDM
Kesavanath Gupta, Unchahar
tehsildar Abhinav Pathak along
with his team members made
the aware people about Covid-

19. SDM Unchahar Kesavnath
Gupta said that the district
administration and NTPC were
fighting this battle against coro-

navoris. Senior officials of the
district administration and
NTPC were also present dur-
ing the sanitisation drive.
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A55-year-old man commit-
ted suicide by hanging

himself in Maudaha area.
According to the police, Binda
Prasad, a resident of Khair ka
Dera in Sisolar area, commit-
ted suicide by hanging himself.
by a tree located in the fields
outside the village. When some
people noticed it they report-
ed the matter to the relatives of
the deceased. Thereafter they
reached the spot and informed
the police about the incident
which brought the body down
from the tree. Police said that
the deceased was mentally
weak. In the second incident a
woman committed suicide by
hanging herself due to domes-

tic strife in Aratra village in
Maudaha region. On
Wednesday Usha, wife of village
Arvind, got angry with her
husband in the morning and
hanged herself after closing
the door of a room of the house.
Her family members reported
the incident to Maudaha police.
Thereafter tehsildar Ramanuj
Shukla reached the spot with
the police force, broke the door
of the room and brought her
body down.  Her family mem-
bers said that since the sudden
death of her two-year-old son
two months ago she was
stressed and often had a dispute
with her husband. Due to it she
took this extreme step. Police
sent both the bodies for the
post-mortem examination.
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An elderly man belonging to
Pipardha village under the

Kandwa police station died
when he was knocked down by
by a goods train on Wednesday
morning. On hearing about the
matter his family members
were shell shocked and a pall of
gloom descended on the area
where he lived. On getting
information the police rushed
to the spot, got the panchnama
of the body done and handed
it over to his family members
who then performed his last
rites. According to a report
received here, Jangi Yadav (80),
a resident of the village, after his
morning walk was going to his
pumping set after crossing the
railway line. However  he sud-
denly stumbled on the railway
track. In the meantime the
goods train reached there. The

driver saw him on the track and
blew the horn. At this he got up
in a hurry but fell down in an
attempt to escape but met a trag-
ic end. On receiving the infor-
mation, his family members
rushed to the spot and were
inconsolable. By then the police
also reached the spot after get-
ting the information and on the
request of the people after get-
ting the panchnama done hand-
ed over his body to his kin.
Meanwhile wheat crop was
reduced to ashes in a fire in
Bakhra village under
Mughalsarai Kotwali on
Wednesday.  Reports said that
Anil Kumar Patel had kept the
wheat crop kept his house.  The
owner accused some residents
of the village of deliberately set-
ting the crop afire. He informed
the personnel deployed on dial
112 service about it. The mat-
ter was being investigated.
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During the nationwide lock-
down in force to check the

spread of novel coronavirus
infection the railway personnel
were going to their offices,
station and other work places
and ensuring the movement of
freight and parcel trains in
order to meet the needs of the
general public. The mainte-

nance of railway tracks, signals,
locomotives, freight coaches,
parcel coaches, coaches etc
and other railway works are
being carried out. Apart from
this various works are being
done by railway personnel for
prevention of coronavirus
infection and checking its
spread. They were doing vol-
untary humanitarian work as
well. Railway personnel belong-
ing to the headquarters and
division doing these tasks in
such odd times are being hon-
oured by the railway adminis-
tration by being declared
‘Corona Warriors of the Day’
daily in order to boost their
morale. In the same sequence
Dinesh deployed as house-
keeping assistant (Medical)
under Chief Health Inspector

(South) at headquarters,
Gorakhpur, was constantly
contributing to the prevention
of Covid-19 infection. During
to lockdown period  he was
continuously present in the
railway colony premises and
offices and ensuring cleanliness
there. Dinesh’s devotion
towards duty was indeed com-
mendable for which he was
honoured by Additional

General Manager Amit Kumar
Agarwal by being declared the
‘Corona warriors of the Day’ of
the headquarters.

Rakesh Singh, working as
the Goods Superintendent at
Kusmhi station, ensured the
unloading of 11 rakes of essen-
tial commodities by coordi-
nating with the local adminis-
tration and by conducting ther-
mal screening of workers and
people engaged in other works
and by following the social dis-
tancing guidelines. Apart from
it he also distributed face masks
and handwash among workers
to prevent novel coronavirus
infection. For it he was declared
the ‘Corona warriors of the
Day’ of Varanasi division.

Likewise Ravi Prakash,
technician I and Hukum Singh,

technician III working in the
carriage and wagon depot
located at Gonda under
Lucknow division during this
corona crisis detected techni-
cal fault in the wagon of the
goods train at Gonda station
and immediately rectified it.
Keeping their devotion towards
duty in mind both these railway
personnel were declared the
‘Corona warriors of the day’ of

Lucknow division.
Besides Jagveer Singh post-

ed as Senior Section Engineer
(SEE)/Tele in the Signal and
T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n
Department in Izzatnagar
Division along with his col-
leagues established a talk back
system at five places in the
Divisional Hospital, Izzatnagar
so that there social distancing
guidelines could be followed
between the patients and the
hospital staff sitting on the
counters like registration
counter, emergency counter
and medicine distribution
counter. Besides arrangement
to establish communication
between doctors and patients
from a distance of one meter
were made which proved very
helpful in maintaining social

distancing under the measures
to prevent Covid-19 infection.
For it Jagveer Singh was
declared the ‘Corona warriors
of the Day’ of Izzatnagar
Division. In order to boost the
morale of its personnel during
the lockdown period the rail-
way administration will con-
tinue to honour them. The rail-
way administration is proud of
these personnel.
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Keeping novel coronavirus
outbreak in mind the NER
administration and railway
personnel were constantly
doing various tasks for its pre-
vention, transporting essen-
tial materials to different places
besides providing humanitar-
ian aid. The NER officers and
employees are distributing food
packets, masks, soaps, sanitis-
ers, medicines and food items
among the poor and needy
people living around the rail-
way premises. So far 55,250
food packets have been dis-
tributed. Apart from it food
packets and masks etc are
being distributed among the
helpless and needy, by

Northeastern Railway Women’s
Welfare Organisation
(NERWO) and NER Bharat
Scouts and Guides.
Continuing their struggle
against Covid-19 railway
employees are working day
and night in maintenance and
loading and unloading works
of freight and parcel trains
and the thermal scanning of the
employees engaged in them

was being done. In addition
they are also following social
distancing and other hygiene
standards to avoid Covid-19.
Senior railway officials are
inspecting the work sites and
adjacent colonies in order to
encourage the employees and
their families. The NER admin-
istration has converted 217
coaches into isolated wards
within the stipulated time-
frame. To facilitate treatment
related to Covid-19 270 beds
have been arranged in NER
with 200 beds in Lalit Narayan
Mishra Railway, Gorakhpur,
and 70 beds in the Divisional
Hospital Izzatnagar.
As many as 80,000 masks and
1,150 Personal Protective
Equipment (PPE) have been
produced so far by the NER
from its own resources.
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District Magistrates should
ensure the inspection of all

wheat purchase  centres by sub-
divisional magistrates (SDMs)
and other officials and ensure
all essential facilities there.
Payment of farmers against
the purchase of their wheat
should also be ensured within
stipulated time. These views
were expressed by
Commissioner Gaurav Dayal
while reviewing progress of
wheat purchase, drinking water
etc in the entire
Chitrakootdham division in
Mayur Bhawan meeting hall on
Wednesday.  He said that
arrangements for face masks
and sanitisers should be made
for the farmers at every wheat
purchase centre. Social dis-
tancing should be maintained

at these purchase centres, he
added.  Commissioner Dayal
expressed resentment over the
less number of Pradeshik
Cooperative Federation (PCF)
centres in Banda. He directed
regional manager, PCF, to open
eight more wheat purchase
centres in Banda. He was

informed during the meeting
that total 172 wheat purchase
centres had been established in
entire Chitrakootdham divi-
sion. Out of them 136 started
purchasing wheat from the
farmers. He directed all wheat
purchase agencies to make
their purchase centres func-

tional within three days with-
out any further delay. He
instructed the wheat purchase
agencies to speed up the pur-
chase of wheat at all centres of
the division in order to achieve
the target. Commissioner was
informed that the target of
wheat purchase of the division
was 1,90,000 MT. Out of it
4,520 MT has been purchased
at these functional wheat pur-
chase centres. Later
Commissioner told The
Pioneer that he had reviewed
the status of the supply of
drinking water in the division
and directed GM Jal Sansthan
Chitrakootdham division to
get all defective handpumps
repaired and rebored in the
division on top priority. He said
that he had directed deputy
director Animal Husbandry to
make available enough straw

for cattle in entire division. He
said that his aim was to facili-
tate the farmers at the wheat
purchase centers. The
Commissioner made an appeal
to the farmers to wear face
masks, sanitise their hands
when they came out of their
houses to sell their wheat at
these centres. He said that if if
the farmers faced problem dur-
ing sale of wheat at any centre
of the division they could con-
tact him on his CUG mobile
number and it would be solved
immediately.  Among those
attended the meeting were
Additional Commissioner
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Chandrashekhar, Joint
Commissioner Ramesh
Chandra Pandey, Divisional
Food Controller Sanjeev
Kumar, and Joint director
Agriculture VK Singh. 
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BSA Premchand Yadav
issued guidelines for online

classes in primary education.
He told that every teacher
should install ‘Diksha App’
and ‘Aarogya Setu App.’ BSA
Premchand Yadav was in a
meeting with ABSAs and BEOs
in which he said that 70 per cent
of the teachers had already
installed both the apps. He said
that they were getting content for
online teaching through Rajya
Pariyojna office. The same content
with explanation was forwarded to
the parents of students through
WhatsApp group. He also

appealed to the parents to watch
Doordarshan serials, ‘Meena ki
Duniya’ and ‘Aao Angreji Sikhen,’

along with their children. Ashish
Tiwari, Nitin Anand and
Lokesh Pal was also present.
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(HR) Snehshish Bhattacharya
and senior manager (HR-CSR)
Abhishek Mehra were also pre-
sent.

Earlier, the youth wing of
Suhasini Sangh (NTPC-
Vindhyachal) distributed as
many as 200 packets of ration
materials among some poor
and needy families of the
adjoining areas. Each packet
contains two kg rice, one kg
flour, half kg pulse apart from
salt, turmeric and oil. 

The consignment of the
items was handed over by
chairperson of Suhasini Sangh
Karobi Sen to the team leader

of youth wing Ashutosh Soni.
Since the imposition of the
nationwide lockdown Suhasini
Sangh is continuously making
efforts to help the poor and
needy people by giving them
ration packets apart from
masks. 

The Suhasini Sangh office-
bearers including Abha
Ratnakar, Shobh Verma, Issa
Jain, Kiran Singh, Annpurna,
Anita Diwakar, Durgesh, Shivli,
Shree, Parvati and Vibhuti are
making efforts for preparing
masks for helping the people in
order to prevent the spread of
coronavirus pandemic. 
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State Mahila Ayog member
Prabha Gupta distributed

corona fighters’ safety kits
among policemen on
Wednesday. Prabha Gupta said
that she decided to distribute
these kits among the corona
warriors. Thus she started the
distribution of these kits among
the policemen of the city post-
ed in City Kotwali and all
police outposts of the city.  

She said that she distrib-
uted as many as 200 kits among
the policemen on duty in entire

city area. Gupta said that apart
from it 230 ration kits were also
distributed at Chhoti Bazar,
Khutla, Civil Lines, Maharana
Pratap Chauraha, Zaraili Kothi,
Jail Road, Mardan Naka,
Balkhandi Naka, Noniya
Mohal, Chhoti Bazar, Chhabi
Talab, Station Road in Banda
city area. 

She said that those who
distributed these corona fight-
ers’ kits and ration kits were
Saurabh Gupta, Shivam Gupta,
Savita Gupta, Ravindra Gupta,
Vikas Singh, Ram Sufal Sahu
and Rambabu Gupta. 
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Two youths were arrested for
molestation attempt here.

Police registered a case against
them under Section 354 of the
SC/ST Act and Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act and sent them to

jail. Station House Officer
Kotwali City Dinesh Singh
said that the 14-year-old girl
had gone to collect mahua
flowers in a village under the
Kotwali city area . In the mean-
time two youths came there,
dragged her to a field and made
an attempt to molest her.

However when she raised
an alarm the villagers rushed to
her rescue but they managed to
escape.  SHO said that the father
of the girl had lodged an FIR
against these culprits at Kotwali
City in this connection. SHO
Dinesh Singh said that both
culprits had been arrested.
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With 54 more persons test-
ing positive for coron-

avirus on Thursday, the number
of COVID-19 patients in Tamil
Nadu increased to 1683. The
day saw 90 coronavirus patients
getting cured and discharged
from various hospitals in the
State. This was announced by
the Department of Health
through a press release by
Thursday evening. Taken aback
by the hike in the number of
persons testing positive for
coronavirus, the Government
has done away with its daily
press briefing since Tuesday.

In a major development
the Greater Chennai City Police
ordered the closure of Anna
Salai (Mount Road), the city’s
main thoroughfare  from
Thursday morning. Though
the police may allow private
vehicles like cars and bikes  for
a few hours in the morning, the
road would remain out of
bound for all vehicles from 1 pm
onwards.

This is the first time in the
history of modern Chennai the
Mount Road which connects

the city to airport and the
Central and Egmore Railway
Stations would remain close
down for traffic.

Chief Minister Edappadi
Palaniswami launched
Arogyam  scheme on Thursday
by distributing “Nilavembu
Kudineer”, a traditional and
indigenous medicine to check
the spread of coronavirus. More
than hundred policemen and
policewomen whom the chief
minister described as the front-
line warriors of the society were
fortunate  to receive the con-
coction from the hands of the
chief minister at a simple func-
tion held at Fort Saint George
(secretariat).

Palaniswami also
announced that the kin of
frontline personnel who die of
infection fighting the coron-
avirus would be paid Rs 50
lakh. “A government job will
also be given to a family mem-
ber based on educational qual-
ification. This will apply to per-
sonnel from all departments
including health, police and
local administration  and also
cleanliness workers,”  said the
Chief Minister.
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Closely on the heels of the
observation made by Prof

BM Hegde and Dr CV
Krishnaswamy, two medical
scientists from South India
that the Centre is ignoring the
potential of Ayurveda  in the
treatment of Covid-19 dis-
ease, a pharma company
owner based in Pune has come
out with the claim that she has
the technical know-how to
take on the dreaded 
coronavirus.

Sujatha Vaidya, a scientist
and integrated holistic health-
care specialist engaged in devel-
oping nutraceutical products
says she has a natural medicine
Reimmugen Colostrum, if
taken with Ayurvedic propri-
etary formulation Suved, could
make the patient protected
against viral attacks like the
Covid-19. Dr Krishnaswamy
described the formulation
developed by Sujatha Vaidya as
wonderful.

Dr  Krishnaswamy said
that the prescription of
Reimmugen Colostrum has
helped in bringing relief to per-
sons suffering from diseases
ranging from cardio vascular
ailments to cancer to diabetes.
“I have been prescribing this
medicine for nearly a decade
and the results were wonderful.
It is the medicine which the
Government should give top
priority at this juncture because
we all know that nobody is
going to invent a vaccine to

fight covid in the near future,”
said Dr Krishnaswamy who
was a personal physician to for-
mer Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
J Jayalalithaa.

Vaidya pointed out that
Covid-19 was  caused by the
weakening of the immunity
power of the human body.
“When one’s immunity power
is lost, it becomes easy for the
virus to weaken the body and
soul and the victim succumbs
to the virus attack,” explained
Vaidya, based in Pune. It was
based on the scientific studies
conducted by Prof Hedge and
Dr Krishnaswamy that she
focussed her attention on
increasing the immunity power
of the body.

The World Health
Organisation and National
Health Mission has declared
that there was no treatment or
vaccine for coronavirus.
“People who were saved from
the disease escaped from the
clutch of jaws only because of
their inherent immunity,” she
said.

It was based on a tradition
of knowledge passed through
generations that Vaidya could
come out with a medicine to
increase the immunity power
to defeat the virus. “ We all
know that the first milk secret-
ed by all mammals is thicker
than normal milk and is called
Colostrum . It has an element
by name IMMUNOGLOBU-
LIN or IgG Colostrum in it.
The pre-milk, or first milk
secreted by mammals includ-

ing human beings have strong
content of Immuno Globulin
(IgG) in it and this helps
strengthening the tissues and
cells of the body against viral
attack,” explained Vaidya.

This formed the basis of
her formulation Reimmugen
Colostrum which when
administered orally with
Ayurvedic proprietary formu-
lation Suved  helped protection
against coronavirus, said
Vaidya. She also said  that  a
number of patients who have
been suffering from cardio
vascular issues, diabetes and
immune compromised per-
sons were  better protected due
to higher susceptibility to infec-
tions with the Reimmugen
Colostrum and Suved.

Colostrum, whether it is
from cows, buffaloes or  human
beings have ingredients in it
that help empower the body to
become stronger. 

“The advantage with this
medicine is that it is fully nat-
ural. One important thing to be
noted is that the death rate due
to coronavirus in western
countries is more compared to
other places. This is because the
westerners have moved away
from nature which led to a
decrease in their immunity
power,” said Vaidya.

Dr Krishnaswamy added
in a lighter vein that
Colostrum could be one more
reasons for the gau-rakshaks
(cow vigilantes) to demand a
legislation against slaughter of
the animal!

��������������� 7,7.!�

Ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s interac-

tion with Chief Ministers of all
States scheduled for April 27,
the Maharashtra Government
on Thursday mounted pressure
on the Centre to run special
trains from Mumbai and Pune
to take back 6.5 lakh migrant
workers staying at various
labour camps, to their respec-
tive States after lockdown.

Two days after
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray reiterated
his demand for the Centre
running special trains “to
ensure that migrant labour
from other States can return
home”, Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar upped the ante by
urging Railway Minister Piyush
Goytal  to make necessary

arrangements in advance to
run special trains to accom-
modate “all such restless
labourers” so that “there is no
law & order problem at railway
stations in Maharashtra”.

In his letter to Goyal, Pawar
wrote: “As Maharashtra is a
leading industrial State and
having highest construction
activities, a large number of
informal labourers particular-
ly migrated from Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and other
northern States are working in
these sectors”.

“Due Covid-19 lockdown,
about 6.5 lakh migrants are
staying in respective labour
camps in Maharashtra and the
State Government is providing
daily food and health services
to them. In addition to this,
almost equal number of
labourers are being provided

with food by various NGOs
and social organisations,”
Pawar said,.

“All these informal labour-
ers are now jobless and eager-
ly awaiting to go to their
respective States. The incident
of Bandra Railway station gath-
ering, which happened in
Mumbai, is an example of rest-
lessness of such labourers.

The deputy chief minister
said that after the lockdown is
lifted on May 3 or any other
date decided by the Centre,
there would once again be a
huge rush of these labourers at
all railway stations.

In view of this, he urged
Goyal to “make necessary
arrangements in advance,
including running special
trains from Mumbai and Pune
to all major destinations of the
country to accommodate all

such restless labourers, so that
there will not be any no law and
order problems at any railway
station in Maharashtra”.

Pawar’s missive to Goyal
came just 48 hours after Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
flagged the issue of migrant
labourers staying in

Maharashtra.
On Tuesday night, the chief

minister’s office (CMO)
Maharashtra had tweeted: “CM
Uddhav Balasaheb Thackeray
has reiterated his demand for
special trains to ensure that
migrant labour from other
States can return home. He has

demanded to the Hon’ble
Prime Minister & the Railway
Ministry that guidelines about
this to be issued by April-end”

“Approximately 6 lakh
migrant labours are being pro-
vided with food, shelter &
medical assistance in relief
camps setup across
Maharashtra by the
Government. However, in such
times staying away from their
homes & families is taking a toll
on them,” the CMO tweeted.

“If the Central
Government is anticipating a
rise in the transmission of the
virus between April 30 and
May 15, then it must consider
if it can utilise the time at hand
to arrange for special trains to
send them back home and
issue guidelines about this by
April-end,” the CMO added. It
may be recalled that on April

18, the chief minister had
assured the migrant labourers
settled in the state that he was
in touch with the Centre and he
was confident that “in the next
few days, some solution would
be found for their problems”.  

As part of the address to
the people in the state through
social media, Uddhav had said:
“The migrants living in the
state are in a mood to co-oper-
ate with the state government.
They have quietened down
now. I would like to tell them
once again that we are holding
talks with the Union govern-
ment. I am confident that in the
next few days, we will find a
way out of the current situa-
tion”

“Please don’t worry at all.
In Maharashtra, we are slowly
starting the activities. If possi-
ble, I request you to come

back to work. You can contin-
ue to earn living. The day the
situation returns to normal, I
assure that the Maharashtra
government will ensure that
you will return to your native
places. What we want is that
whenever you go, you go 
back happily to your home.
Don’t go back in fear,” the
Chief Minister told the migrant
labourers.

The chief minister’s words
to the migrants should be seen
in the light of the unrest seen
among the migrant workers
across the state in recent weeks
and the assembly of huge
crowds witnessed in front of
the Bandra railway station in
north-west Mumbai on the
evening April 14, hours after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced the extension of
lockdown till May 3.   
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The slanging match between
the Raj Bhavan and

Nabanna (State secretariat) hit
a new low with Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Thursday
shooting off a strongly worded
letter to Bengal Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar reminding
him of his constitutional limi-
tations as a “nominated” func-
tionary and advising him to be
careful with selection of words
while dealing with a constitu-
tional office as high as the one
she occupies.

With the Governor repeat-
edly pulling the Government up
for its alleged lackadaisical han-
dling of the deteriorating coro-
na situation in the State the
Chief Minister wrote a five-page
letter to the Governor wonder-
ing whether he had forgotten

his constitutional limitations as
a nominated entity.

In an exceptionally harsh
letter she wrote, “You appear to
have forgotten that I am an
elected Chief Minister of a
proud Indian state. You also
seem to have forgotten that you
are a nominated Governor.”

In the letter she reminded
him of how he had “humiliat-
ed” her office by using un-par-
liamentary words. She said that
though Governor might ignore
the advice of the Chief Minister,
her Cabinet and high officials
but he should, as a minimum,
honor the recommendations of
Sarkaria Commission and look
up to the sayings of Dr BR
Ambedkar.

The Chief Minister’s harsh
letter comes a day after the State
Government had to digest a
strongly worded communiqué

from the Union Home Ministry
directing it to cooperate with
the Inter Ministerial Central
Team visiting Bengal to inspect
the corona situation.

After initially being block-
aded by the State government
the team was finally allowed to
move around and inspect the
alleged dilution of lockdown
protocols.

Earlier when the Chief
Minister was asked to comment
on the tweets of the Governor
she said “He is a tall man. We
are small people. The less said
about him the better.”

The Chief Minister also
referred to how the Governor
sent an objectionable text mes-
sage transgressing the “consti-
tutional dharma and even basic
norms of decency.”

With no love lost between
the two sides the new wave of

conflict started after the
Governor took to the twitter
alleging how the lockdown
protocols were being violated
and diluted in the State and
accusing the government of
not briefing him about the
current situation.

The flow of his tweets
increased after the BJP leader-
ship lodged a complaint with
him against the State adminis-
tration saying how the saffron
MPs like Arjun Singh, Raju
Bishta and Subhas Sarkar had
been stopped from taking relief
materials to the starving people
of their constituencies.

On one occasion he wrote,
“sent communication to
Mamata Banerjee official to
abide by constitution. Such
continued disregard of consti-
tution cannot be countenanced.
There can be no situation of law

unto oneself. Her stance is
weakening the fight against
covid-19. There is no rationale
for such undemocratic attitude
(sic)’.”"

Meanwhile, the Chief
Minister continued to person-
ally drive down parts of Kolkata
for the third consecutive day on
Thursday asking people over
loudspeakers to remain indoors
and follow the lockdown pro-
tocols. She visited Park Circus,
Moulali, Behala and other areas
telling people to maintain social
distance and remain indoors.

The visiting IMCT too
went about inspecting several of
Kolkata on Thursday. It was
accompanied by a senior offi-
cial of the Health Department
sources said adding the team
visited the New Town corona
centre and MR Bangur
Hospital.
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With people of some areas
violating the lockdown

norms, Kolkata continued to give
goose pimples to the State
administration even as State
Chief Secretary Rajiva Sinha on
Thursday said though the gen-
eral situation of the State’s coro-
na affected districts had
improved City of Joy continued
to remain a matter of concern.

Though large parts of the
city had been sealed by the
police there were at least 150
pockets where the people were
not taking the lockdown as seri-

ously as they should have taken
it Government sources said.

“Though nine districts of the
state are in the green zone and
11 more districts have come to
the orange zone and we expect
them to come out of that in the
coming days parts of Kolkata
continue to remain a challenge
for the administration,” he said
adding the “Government is tak-
ing measures to control the sit-
uation in these areas.”

Out of the four districts of
Kolkata, Howrah, East
Midnapore and North 24
Parganas that he mentioned
East Midnapore and North 24

Parganas were showing signs of
improvement “even Howrah is
being managed … but Kolkata
Municipal Corporation area
continues to bother” he said.

Bengal recorded its highest
number of cases on Thursday
with 58 new infections being
reported, Sinha said adding
however that 24 people had
been cured and discharged on
the same day. The total number
of active cases stood at 334 after
the Thursday’s new infections
and discharge. He also said that
103 patients had so far been
cured and 15 people had died of
the disease in the State.
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Entrusted with the crucial
responsibility of building and

maintaining strategic roads all
over the country, the Border
Road Organisation (BRO),
despite the coronavirus pan-
demic, has managed to construct
a permanent bridge in Punjab,
thereby, providing the much
needed relief to farmers in the
region.

The bridge is on river Ravi
in border region of Gurdaspur
connecting Kasowal enclave in
Punjab to the rest of the coun-
try and it was built ahead of its
schedule. The enclave of around
35 square kilometres had hither
to been connected via pontoon
bridge of limited load capacity.

The pontoon bridge used to
be dismantled every year prior to
the monsoon or else it would
have got washed away in the
strong currents of the river. This
meant thousands of acres of fer-
tile land across the river could
not be tilled by farmers during
the monsoon. The local popu-

lation and the Army (by virtue
of the sensitivity of the enclave)
required a permanent bridge to
give all weather connectivity to
the enclave.

The BRO planned for a
484-meter bridge  and it finally
cost Rs 17.89 crores.  The BRO
had planned to open the
Kasowal bridge in time for
Vaisakhi so that the farmers
could transport their harvest to
the market comfortably. The
16th and last Cell Division was
completed on the March 15 and
construction of protective works
was under progress when the
work came to a halt on March 23
due to the lockdown.

To ensure locals do not suf-
fer during the harvest season and
also to ensure the bridge does not
get damaged because of the
heavy discharge of water and the
tendency of the river to change
course in the monsoons, the
BRO approached the Punjab
Government and Gurdaspur
administration and obtained
necessary approvals to continue
the work.
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He added that the country’s first goal with
regard to hospitalisation has been to ensure
that the minimum number of people needs
to go to the hospital. The second goal is to
ensure enough infrastructure so that every
person who needs to go to the hospital is
treated well, cured and sent back. Every dis-
trict in the country is now working towards
that, he added.

He said the number of dedicated hospi-
tals increased 3.5 times since last month and
the number of isolation beds increased 3.6
times since March.

As on today, 12 districts have not report-
ed any fresh case for the past 28 days and 78
districts have not reported any new case in
the last 14 days. In last 24 hours 1,409 posi-
tive cases have been reported, which takes our
total confirmed cases to 21,393, said Agarwal.

A total of 500,542 samples from 485,172
individuals have been tested as on April 23,
said ICMR. Globally, 2,657,611 people have
so far been infected, of whom 185,318 have
died, according to Worldometer.

At 5,652, Maharashtra has the highest
number of cases among Indian states. It is fol-
lowed by Gujarat (2,407), Delhi (2,248),
Rajasthan (1,935), Madhya Pradesh (1,592),
Tamil Nadu (1,629), and Uttar Pradesh
(1,449).
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“Feedback is being taken from industri-
al units and their problems are being
addressed, she said during a daily Press brief-
ing on measures related to the lockdown
clamped in the country to prevent the spread
of the novel coronavirus.

Srivastava said progress in economic
activities, especially in rural areas, is being
witnessed, and added that road construction,
brick kilns and cement manufacturing relat-
ed works have also started. Till April 22, more
than 1.5 crore work days have been achieved
under the MGNREGA (Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act)
scheme, she said.

The DPIIT, which is a department under
the Commerce Ministry, in a tweet said the
conference with industry associations was “to
facilitate permits for industrial activities in
order to boost economic activities.”

The DPIIT is holding consultations with
State Governments to discuss the extent to

which retail trade and manufacturing can be
eased further in the extended lockdown
period. In March, industry bodies had sent
a list of essential items to the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs which recommended that
work from home enablers such as mobile
phones, laptops, power banks, cable, mouse
and repair services, infant products, small
kitchen appliances, essential lighting items,
innerwear, etc, be included in the list. 

Meanwhile, the durable industry also
believes that besides fans, air conditioning
products should be allowed to be sold.
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“Grave damage is being done to our social
harmony. Our party, we will have to work
hard to repair that damage,” she added.

Former Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh, former Congress president Rahul
Gandhi and top Congress leaders attended the
meeting through video-conference.

Manmohan said the success of the lock-
down will be judged later on how the Covid-
19 pandemic is handled by the Government.
He also said the cooperation between the
Centre and States was key to success of the
country’s fight against coronavirus.

The top leaders of Congress repeated their
earlier complaints that the Centre was not
doing enough testing to detect coronavirus
cases. Sonia also slammed the Government
on the poor quality of PPE kits and their
shortage.

The Congress president said coronavirus
pandemic has increased disturbingly in the
past three weeks and called upon the
Government to increase testing for it.

Sonia said she has written several times
to the Prime Minister since the lockdown was
enforced and suggested several measures and
constructive cooperation. “Unfortunately,
they have been acted upon only partially and
in a miserly way. The compassion, large-
heartedness and alacrity that should be
forthcoming from the Central Government
is conspicuous by its absence,” she said.

The Congress chief said the focus of the
party must continue to be on successfully
engaging with health, food security and
livelihood issues.

She claimed that around 12 crore people
have lost jobs in the first phase of the lock-
down and urged the Government to provide
a relief package for the MSME sector, which
accounts for one-third of the GDP.

Sonia called upon the Government to pro-
vide food and financial security to migrants
and jobless stranded at various places and
were desperate to reach back home.

“We have repeatedly urged the PM there
is no alternative to testing, tracing and quar-
antine. Unfortunately, testing still remains
low, testing kits still in short supply,” she
noted.

She claimed that around 12 crore people
have lost jobs in the first phase of the lock-
down and urged the Government to provide
a relief package for the MSME sector, which
accounts for one-third of the GDP.
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Shahnawaz alleged that the Congress was
“sowing seeds of communal poison” and
asked why the Congress was not demanding
its Government to come clean on the killings
in Maharashtra. Why Sonia did not condemn
the incident?” the BJP leader asked.

The BJP spokesperson sought an imme-
diate apology from the Congress leader for
making “irresponsible” charges. He said the
Congress did not condemn an attack on a
senior mediaperson by alleged Congress
attackers.

Naqvi also dismissed Congress president’s
charges as those made without giving much
thought to the issue. Talking about Sonia rais-
ing questions over lesser tests being con-
ducted Naqvi said, “Few people have a habit
of asking questions all the time whereas
everybody is working hard to keep Indians
healthy”.

He said the country is successfully battling
out the pandemic under the spirited leader-
ship of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
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The police said they were trying to ascer-
tain the antecedents and political affiliations,
if any, of the two arrested persons.

Several FIRs have also been filed across
States against Arnab Goswami for his con-
troversial comments on a recently aired pro-
gramme on Congress president Sonia Gandhi
in the backdrop of the Palghar lynching inci-
dent. Goswami alleged the two persons,
whom the Mumbai Police personnel had
apprehended, had “confessed’ that they were

from the Youth Congress. To substantiate his
point, he said that “just three hours after the
attack, Congress party leader Alka Lamba had
tweeted “Youth Congress Zindabad”.

Meanwhile, the Maharashtra Pradesh
Congress Committee (MPCC), which met on
Thursday under the chairmanship of party’s
AICC general secretary in-charge of State
Mallikarjun Kharge condemned the Palghar
lynching incident and termed it inhumane
act.

“It is clear that a section of media is con-
tinuously trying to spread racial and religious
hatred in society. Arnab Goswami of Republic
TV, has tried to create misogyny against
women in the society. He made an outrageous
remark against Congress president Sonia
Gandhi on a live TV programme. This is com-
pletely unethical journalism and we publicly
protest it,” the MPCC statement said.

“We believe in brotherhood and cannot
accept such animosity. This will be danger-
ous for the unity and integrity of the coun-
try. Therefore, we are jointly requesting
Maharashtra Chief  Minister  Uddhav
Thackeray to take action against Arnab
Goswami and the Republic India news chan-
nel for disturbing the social environment,” the
statement added.

Among the FIRs lodged included: the one
registered in Sadar police station in Nagpur
city of Maharashtra based on the complaint
of Maharashtra’s Energy Minister and
Congress leader Nitin Raut, while a second
FIR was registered in Chhattisgarh’s capital
city Raipur on the complaint of State Health
Minister TS Singh Deo.

In Maharashtra, State Youth Congress
president Satyajeet Tambe has filed a com-
plaint against Goswami in Sangamner.

Several Congress leaders have slammed
Goswami for his comments against Sonia
Gandhi. “He has gone insane and crossed all
limits, he should be ashamed of himself. I
must ask the Editors Guild - isn’t this (an) all
t ime low for  journal ism? R ajeev
Chandrasekhar must sack him immediately
(sic),” Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
tweeted.

In a related development, BJP president
JP Nadda and his party’s other leaders on
Thursday condemned the alleged attack on
Goswami and slammed the Congress over the
incident.

Senior BJP leader and Information and
Broadcasting Minister Prakash Javadekar
also condemned the incident. He said every
attack on any journalist is condemnable as
this is against democracy and sought action
against the accused as per law. 
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The Government on
Thursday sought to dispel

the misplaced notions among
the masses with regard to
Covid-19 saying as much as 95
per cent of affected patients
recover with the simple oxygen
treatment.

“But stigma and several
misconceptions about the virus
are preventing the infected
persons from approaching the
hospitals at an early stage. As
a result, a large number of peo-
ple are dying,” said Dr Randeep
Guleria, Director of the All
India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS), New Delhi.
India, on Thursday, reported
around 650 deaths.

Dr Guleria explained,
"Patients who have recovered
from Covid-19 are facing stig-
ma, this is creating panic and
causing hardship for the
patients and their family mem-
bers. Many patients who might

have symptoms of Covid-19 are
not coming forward owing to
this stigma.”

But we should know that
90 to 95 per cent patients of
Covid-19 recover, thus, we
have to remember that this is
a disease which is not that seri-
ous, he said here at a routine
press briefing on Thursday.
His comments come amid
reports of Covid-19 patients
and their relatives being
hounded by their neighbours
and public across the States.

"The infected patients are
approaching healthcare officials
at a later stage which is leading
to increased mortality. As many
as 95 per cent of these patients
can simply be cured with oxy-
gen treatment and close to 5
per cent need ventilators, how-
ever, this delay in approaching
local healthcare officials is
leading to delayed detection
and higher mortality," added
Dr Guleria.

He stressed on sympathis-

ing with Covid-19 patients and
their families instead of stag-
matising them and look at
how we can support Covid-19
patients and their families.
More and more people need to
come out for testing."

"This (Covid-19) is not a
very deadly disease because 90-
95 per cent of those infected
can recover but the delayed
treatment caused by stigma
could lead to higher mortality
among patients," Dr Guleria
reiterated.

"If we have that stigma and
we don't come forward we
may land up in a situation
where because of our delay in
treatment we have higher mor-
tality," he said.

According to the UNICEF,
stigma can undermine social
cohesion and prompt possible
social isolation of groups,
which might contribute to a sit-
uation where the virus is more,
not less, likely to spread. This
can result in more severe health

problems and difficulties con-
trolling a disease outbreak.

Stigma can drive people to
hide the illness to avoid dis-
crimination, prevent people

from seeking health care
immediately as well as dis-
courage them from adopting
healthy behaviours.

Guleria also said that the

hospitals in India are trying
various drugs and new vaccines
and medicines are being
tracked. He also said that India
has also started trying 

convalescent plasma as a treat-
ment plan for Covid-19
patients.

Convalescent plasma is
being used to cure more and

more patients and those who
have recovered from Covid-19
are the same people volunteer-
ing in large numbers to donate
their plasma, he added.
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With the country fighting the
deadly coronavirus pan-

demic, the Khadi and Village
Industries Commission (KVIC), an
autonomous body under the
Ministry of MSME, in collabora-
tion with its Khadi Institutions
(KIs) in Tamil Nadu, came to the
rescue of cocoon farmers.

The KVIC’s Chennai office in
coordination with six KIs has
facilitated the purchase of around
9,500 kg of the cocoon, worth over
�40 lakh, directly from the farm-
ers. Six more KIs are likely to get
permission soon to purchase 8,000
kg cocoon directly from farmers
with the main objective of the
KVIC being to help the cocoon
farmers struggling to sell their
crop due to the ongoing lockdown
and to ensure the continuous sup-
ply of cocoons to the khadi 
institutions involved in silk pro-

duction.
Chairman, KVIC, Vinai

Saxena said, “These purchases
were not as easy as it looks. As per
the procedure in vogue, silk-pro-
ducing KIs have to purchase silk

cocoons from the State
Government-regulated sericulture
markets only. Hence, permission
was required from the district
administration as well as from ser-
iculture department for the direct

purchase from the farmers”.
“As a result of constant

efforts and ability to narrate
the cocoon farmers’ hard-
ships in front of district
administration and before
the sericulture department
effectively by the KVIC offi-
cials in Chennai, the district
administration finally grant-
ed the permission. Had we
not made these purchases

now, then the damage to the
farmers would have been unbear-
able,” Saxena further said.

The necessity of this deal can
be gauged by the fact that reared
cocoon must be steamed 

within five days, or else the larvae 
would come out of it after cutting
the cocoon shell, making the
entire crop a complete waist. Cut
cocoons cannot be used for reel-
ing the silk yarn. In this sense,
these purchases are blessing for the
cocoon farmers, the KVIC said.

The KVIC has also success-
fully developed a double 
layered Khadi mask and has pro-
cured orders for supplying it in
large quantities. 

To add to its success, KVIC
has recently bagged an order to
supply 7.5 lakh pieces of Khadi
Masks to Jammu & Kashmir
Government alone. 
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The Border Security Force
(BSF) chief has issued a cir-

cular asking all officials to
strictly adhere to protocols for
safety against Covid-19 and
warned that those found to be
violating the preventive mea-
sures will face disciplinary
action.

The missive came after a
Deputy Commandant who
came back from leave did not
undergo quarantine and called
friends from his Unit to his res-
idence.

“It has been brought to my
notice that officers are not
obeying the guidelines/instruc-
tions issued from time to time
regarding Covid-19 protocol.
Recently, one Dy Commandant
rank officer has joined his
duty from leave and refused to
undergo quarantine in isolation
ward. Further, he called sever-
al unit personnel to his house.
This is clear violation of orders
of Govt and Force HQ
(Headquarters). Every person-
nel, irrespective of rank, on
return from leave should be put
in quarantine facility so creat-
ed, under supervision of doc-

tors. No home quarantine is
permitted,” acting BSF Director
General SS Deswal said in a cir-
cular issued on Wednesday.

The BSF chief further said,
“Strict disciplinary action will
be taken against such default-
ers as well as the supervisory
officers. It is again directed to
comply with Covid-19 protocol
in letter and spirit.”

The circular has been sent
to all the formations of the 2.5
lakh strong border guarding
forces across the country.

Last month, a second-in-
command officer of the BSF
posted at the paramilitary acad-
emy had tested positive for
Covid-19 following which over
50 other officers who were
traced to be in his contact were
put under 14 day quarantine to
check any possible spread of the
disease.

As a preventive measure,
the paramilitary has extended
the leave of those availing the
facility in order to avoid any
transmission of the viral pan-
demic.

The BSF is the designated
border guarding force for fron-
tiers along Pakistan and
Bangladesh.
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Researchers at Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) in Uttar Pradesh

have plans to conduct clinical trials on
immunity-booster herbal drug Fifatrol
to check its efficacy to manage the
deadly Covid-19 infection that is cur-
rently sweeping the entire world.

The drug, which is produced from
immunity-boosting herbs like sudar-
shan vati, sanjeevani vati, godanti
bhasma, tribhuvan kirti ras and mri-
tyunjay ras, tulsi, kutki, is used to treat
bacterial infections, flu and viral infec-
tions of upper respiratory tract.

This is for the first time the

researchers have decided to deter-
mine if Fifatrol, produced by AIMIL
Pharmaceuticals can be helpful in
combating the novel coronavirus, a
cure for which is yet to be found.

Sources in the Union Ayush
Ministry said that the task force for sci-
entific validation of ayurveda and tra-
ditional medicine formulas through
research institutions, which was set up
at the behest of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s clarion call explore
allopathy and Ayurveda therapies for
treatment of the Covid-19,  is vetting
a proposal in this regard.

BHU professor and principal inves-
tigator of the proposal Dr KN Diwedi

said that Fifatrol is given to patients
who have similar symptoms as that of
patients suffering from the contagion
disease. “Hence, we are now trying to
evaluate this drug in critically ill
Covid-19 patients to reduce mortality,”
he said.

“During a trial on dengue patients,
the drug was found to have doubled the
platelets. The study also established that
it can strengthen the liver with no
systemic side effects,” said the scien-

tist.
In fact, researchers at AIIMS,

Bhopal, who have been working on
Fifatrol have in their preliminary
results found that the herbal drug can

be a suitable alternative to allopathic
antibiotics without causing any side
effects.

“Fifatrol is an anti-microbial solu-
tion prepared from 13 key herbs
including, chirayata, motha and giloy,”
said Dr Dwivedi.

The Interdisciplinary AYUSH
Research and Development Task Force
has members from the department of
biotechnology (DBT), Council of
Scientific and Industrial Research
(CSIR) as also ayush practitioners and
others to identify potential preventive
therapy and therapeutic approaches
from Ayush systems to different stages
in the treatment of Covid-19.
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Union Minister for
Minority affairs Mukhtar

Abbas Naqvi on Thursday
urged that the entire Muslim
community should not be
painted with the same brush
for the fault of some who did
not obey the lockdown guide-
l ines in the wake of
Coronavirus pandemic in the
country.

The entire Muslim com-
munity cannot be held
responsible for one group's
"crime", the Minister said
while reacting to instances of
Muslims being blamed for
the spurt in Covid-19 cases
after the Tablighi Jamaat con-
gregation in Delhi,  and
affirmed  that most of the
minority community mem-
bers have condemned the
group's action.

He said the community
cannot be blamed  for a few
isolated cases of violation of
the lockdown norms or the
rule of law. “ By and large all
are following rules,” he said.
The Minister, though, agreed
that ‘Jaamat’ did flout rules by
allowing large number of peo-
ple, including foreigners, to
gather at one place.

The Minister said 
across India, Imams, Ulema
and Muslim organizations
have unanimously decided
that  during ‘Ramzan’  ,
Muslims will not congregate
in mosques, religious places
and perform all rituals like
'Iftaar' (breaking of fast) and
'taraweeh' (special prayers)
at home keeping in mind
social distancing norms.

Naqvi said he has spoken
with state waqf board offi-
cials, social and religious lead-
ers, imams on adherence to
the lockdown and social dis-
tancing guidelines during the
Ramzan month starting
Friday or Saturday evening
and they have begun 
creating awareness among the
people.

Naqvi’s comments in sup-
port of Muslim community

have come in the backdrop of
charges of the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
that Muslims were being “dis-
criminated” in the wake of
Coronavirus pandemic in
India.  The OIC had 
asked India Government to
protect Muslims and contain
an al leged surge of
“Islamophobia”.

Soon after the OIC state-
ment, the Minister had said
that Minorities’ rights in India
were protected by the
Constitution and secularism
and social harmony was “a
passion” in India and not “a
political fashion” in the coun-
try.

In a message to Indian
Muslims, Naqvi had this week
cited guidelines issued by all
the Muslim countries for
Coronavirus lockdown, 
particularly the “social dis-

tancing” norms, which would
prevail throughout the holy
month of  ‘Ramzan’,  
beginning Friday.

Several bodies represent-
ing the Muslim community
including the Islamic Centre
of India and the Delhi Waqf
Board have also appealed for
dai ly  prayers  during 
Ramazan to be held at home
and asked mosques to create
awareness about off icial
guidelines to fight the coron-
avirus pandemic.

According to an advisory
by  Waqf Boards, people
should stay at their homes to
offer Namaz during Ramzan,
however, Imams, Muazzins
and Mutawallis can offer the
prayers at mosques. 

Mosques will announce
the guidelines after each
‘Azaan’ and also at other times
through loudspeakers. 
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Against the backdrop of
the controversy over a

fake Pakistani Twitter handler
posing as that of the Oman
Princess and maintaining that
Indian workers would be
expelled from her country if
India did not stop religious
persecution of Muslims,
Indian Ambassador to Oman,
Munu Mahawar tweeted and
said, “I thank Mona Al Said for
clarification on fake social
media posts attributed to her.
India values its friendly rela-
tions with Oman and will
continue working closely with

the Government and people of
Oman to further strengthen
our special relationship”.
Indian embassies in gulf
nations have started warning
Indian citizens against posting
provocative messages on social
media. Indian officials also
called the statement by the
Organization of Islamic
Cooperation as regrettable
and factually incorrect. 

The OIC had recently
urged India to prevent
instances of Islamophobia.
Government sources said here
that attempts are being made
to create discord between
India and Gulf countries.
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The Ministry of External
Affairs on Thursday out-

lined the efforts by Indian
embassies to source critical
medical equipment from
abroad.

“In the past two weeks,
around two dozen flights
departed for India from five
cities in China carrying near-
ly 400 tonnes of medical sup-
plies, including RT-PCR test
kits, Rapid Antibody Tests,
PPE kits, thermometers, etc.
Around 20 more flights are
expected to bring supplies from
China in the coming days and
this is likely to be stepped up
considerably in the next few
months as our procurement
efforts gain momentum,” said

MEA spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava.

In the last 2 weeks, 2 dozen
flights have arrived with med-
ical supplies from different
towns of China, he said adding
“We expect 20 more such
flights in the coming weeks”.

“Six SUV-sized high-speed
testing machines, which are in

high demand, are being
sourced from Roche in the
USA. Our R&D labs are in
touch with labs in Israel and
Germany which are undertak-
ing cutting edge work”,
Srivastava said adding  the
MEA is also facilitating col-
laboration between Indian and
foreign agencies for R&D on

Remdesivir and PLX cell ther-
apy.

“Our Mission has also
signed a contract on behalf of
the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) with anoth-
er South Korean company to
procure and supply 5 lakh

Corona Testing Kits,” he point-
ed out.

India is exporting the anti-
malarial drug hydroxychloro-
quine to as many as 55 coun-
tries including the US and
Brazil to fight the Covid-19
pandemic.
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The Indian Council of
Agricultural Research

(ICAR) has recognised eight
new hybrid maize varieties to
bolster production. These
maize varieties have been iden-
tified after discussion with
farm scientists through a dig-
ital workshop of the All India
Coordinated Research Project
(AICRP) attended by 150 par-
ticipants from across the coun-
try. The digital workshop was
organized due to the nation-
wide lockdown amid coron-
avirus pandemic.

Addressing the workshop,
the ICAR Director General
Trilochan Mohapatra appre-
ciated the efforts of maize sci-
entists for continuing with
the research work amid the
crisis of the coronavirus pan-
demic.  He asked the
Ludhiana-based ICAR-Indian
Institute of Maize Research
(ICAR-IIMR) to carry out
basic, strategic and applied
research for enhancing pro-
duction, productivity and sus-
tainability of the crop.  AICRP
on maize needs to play a lead-
ership role to make maize as
the future crop of the country,
he said.

"In this workshop, eight
new maize hybrids have been

identified as promising for the
release in different seasons
and agro-ecologies of the
country," ICAR said in a state-
ment.  The standard operating
protocols (SOPs) for con-
ducting various research pro-
jects in AICRP on maize were
also discussed and finalised
during the workshop, it said.
On this occasion, a bilingual
mobile app called 'Makka'
was launched for the benefit
of farmers, industries and
other stakeholders in maize.

This app (English and
Hindi) has video, static and
dynamic features on the crop
varietal selection, pest and
fertiliser solution, fertilis-
er/pesticide calculation, crop
cultivation practices, mecha-
nisation, news/updates and
advisories to the farmers,
ICAR added.  That apart, the
workshop recommended
zero-tilled maize after rice,
sensor-based nitrogen man-
agement, post emergence her-
bicide for weed control -- for
increasing the farm prof-
itability, input use efficiency
and reducing drudgery in
maize production.  

The outbreak of pest
attack Fall Armyworm (FAW)
that had threatened maize
crop last year was also dis-
cussed in the workshop. Maize

or corn is a very important
crop used as poultry and ani-
mal feed and raw material in
starch industries besides use
as food. The crop also has
potential  for green fuel
(ethanol) production and cul-
tivated in all states of the
country.  Specialty maize such
as sweet corn, baby corn and
popcorn are also gaining
much popularity and being
developed by the ICAR.

India is one of the top 10
maize producers in the world;
it contributes around 2-3% of
the total maize produced glob-
ally and is one of the top-5
maize exporters in the world
contributing almost 14% of
the total maize exported to
different countries around the
world. South-East Asia is the
biggest market for Indian
maize with almost 80% of
the exported Indian maize
going to Indonesia, Vietnam
and Malaysia. 

The total cultivated area of
maize in India is over 9.0 mil-
lion ha (2013-14), with most
of the Indian states growing it.
Ten states in India represent
around 80% of the total area
of maize grown. Karnataka
(15%) is the largest state for
maize cultivation followed by
Rajasthan (13%) and Madhya
Pradesh (10%).
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US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo spoke

with External  Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar and
discussed bilateral and inter-
national cooperation to con-

tain and mitigate Covid-19
including ensuring avail-
ability of pharmaceutical
and medical supplies. The
US is the worst-hit globally
with more than 8.50 lakh
positive cases and a death
toll of nearly 48,000.
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New Delhi: The Union Government
Thursday said no legal action will be
taken against the CEO of a company nor
a factory will be sealed in case an
employee tests positive for Covid-19.

In a letter to the chief secretaries of
all states and union territories, Union
Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla said some
apprehensions, based on wrong inter-
pretation of the guidelines, have been
raised in the media and by some com-
panies having manufacturing facilities. 

He listed the three wrong apprehen-
sions as: (A) States may take legal action
including imprisonment of CEO in case
a Covid-19 positive employee is found in
the factory. 

(B) In such a situation, the premis-
es of the factory would be sealed for 3
months.

(C) In case of non-compliance of pre-

cautionary measures, the factory may be
closed down for two days and may be
allowed to restart after full compliance.

"I would like to clarify that there is
no such clause in the consolidated
revised guidelines and therefore there is
no basis for such misplaced apprehen-
sions," Bhalla said in his letter.  PTI



Alarge number of people from the
Indian middle and upper mid-
dle class have a certain image of
themselves. They view them-
selves as modern, progressive

and ambitious. This segment of society (to
which I and many readers of this esteemed
newspaper belong) dreams of all nice things
that are available to the rest of the world:
Houses, multiple cars and an upgraded
wardrobe. They are intent on keeping up
with the Joneses. This ambition is important
and plays a crucial role in India’s growth
story. After all, this segment also employs a
large number of people in different capaci-
ties and provides demand for the country’s
manufacturing sector. 

However, buying nice and expensive
clothes and taking lovely holidays abroad are
not the limited import of modernity and pro-
gressiveness. This middle class also views
itself as modern in thought: Readers of books
on equality; on economics; and on income
distribution, among others. We talk and
lament about how the migrant workers are
suffering so much. We hypothecate about
how the economy, which is on a standstill
due to the nationwide lockdown, is affect-
ing the poor and the needy. But what about
our actions? Do they betray something else
and threaten to shatter this self-image? 

As Richelle Goodrich said, “Words have
less substance than air. Don’t tell me about
your zealous dreams, your firm convictions,
your profound love — show me.” The spread
of the Coronavirus and the ensuing nation-
wide lockdown are an opportunity where we
have a chance to not just preach or talk about
modernity and progressiveness but we can
practise it. Unfortunately, events of the past
few weeks have shown how quickly we turn
selfish and self-absorbed in times of crisis. 

In the past month, we have seen numer-
ous examples of how Coronavirus patients
and healthcare professionals have been
harassed by their neighbours in middle class
housing societies. We seem to have forgot-
ten that these individuals are “victims” of a
virus that can afflict anyone of us. Instead,
we seem to have given in to fear and aban-
doned compassion. This is a heady combi-
nation. Any harm that the virus can cause
will only be exacerbated by a return to our
more basic tendencies.

Another story was reported from Defence
Colony, where a family was affected by the
virus and as per reports, based on the fami-
ly’s complaint, the Delhi police registered a
first information report (FIR) against the secu-
rity guard working at the house for alleged-
ly hiding information about him visiting the
Tablighi Jamaat headquarters. Ultimately,
however, it turned out that the guard tested
negative for COVID-19. When the FIR was
filed, many messages were forwarded to this
writer’s friends who lived in Defence Colony.
The forwards warned them against the
threats of being exposed to security guards
and their help who can be a carrier of the

virus. Sadly, there were no sim-
ilar apologies or retractions after
the concerned security guard
tested negative. This  because it
is so easy for us to blame the poor
for all our troubles but much
harder for us to accept our latent
biases. The victims of these bias-
es are not only the poor.

In Madhya Pradesh, for
example, a team of policemen
and doctors were attacked by
locals in Sheopur district. This
team had gone to check on a res-
ident who had travelled from
Indore, which has become a
hotspot for Coronavirus. This
type of threat has spread to med-
ical professionals and lab tech-
nicians, who are required to
travel to the residence of individ-
uals to ensure that the spread of
the virus is curtailed as much as
possible. But it appears that
many of us have given in to fear.
We are even getting violent
towards these heroes. 

Another incident that
brought great pain was that of
a doctor in Chennai, who died
of the Coronavirus, but was
refused a proper burial by
locals as they protested at the
cemetery where his body was
taken. Stones were pelted on the
ambulance and the doctor’s
colleagues were forced to dig a
grave with their brave hands to
bury him. Is this what we have
become? Do we lack any sort of
control? Are we so driven by
fear that we attack the very peo-
ple who are working day in and

out to ensure we remain safe?
When did caution so easily
become paranoia? These inci-
dents bring deep shame to us as
a society and leave us diseased
in a far worse way than Corona
ever could.

Look at how the disease
itself has been communalised.
So much so that the Prime
Minister was forced to break
silence on the issue and clarify
that this disease has no religion
or caste. The middle class is
increasingly accepting
WhatsApp forwards that target
a particular community and a
particular class. 

Whether it is the security
guard or a household maid, we
find it so easy to lay the blame
on an entire community with-
out realising that they make our
lives much easier while they risk
exposing themselves to protect
our societies. We do not want to
cook our food or risk being
unsafe but we also do not want
to accept the fact that by asking
our maids to come to our house
or the security guards to do their
job, we are risking not only their
lives but our own. 

Similarly, why do we elect
politicians, who all but reflect
this shameful and hateful idea?
Take the example of Tejasvi
Surya, the Member of
Parliament from Bagalur. He
quoted a shameful, embarrass-
ing and disgusting tweet about
Arab women, causing India
great embarrassment in front of

the international community.
This is not the first time he has
been guilty of promoting such
hateful, petty and embarrassing
views. While discussing the
anti-Citizenship Amendment
Act (CAA) protests, he had
described the protestors as
“puncture wallahs.” Of course,
this speaks volumes about
Tejasvi Surya, but it also says a
lot about the urban rich con-
stituents of Bagalur, whom he
represents. The voters have to
share much of the blame as
Surya. The same goes for the
voters of Bhopal, who voted for
BJP MP Pragya Thakur, some-
one who is a terror accused and
who has repeatedly insulted
Mahatma Gandhi. 

We can no longer live as if
we are a degree of separation
from the hate that we see around
us. When we forward a
WhatsApp text that encourages
hate or makes derogatory com-
ments about a particular class or
caste or for that matter even
when we elect representatives,
who give an amplified voice to
hate speech, the blood is on our
hands as well. No matter how
much soap and water we use or
how often we wash our hands,
this is a virus and a disease that
will stay with us till the end
unless we face our true image in
the mirror and start acting to
change this. 

(The writer is a former IPS
officer, a former MP and current-
ly a member of the AAP)
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Sir — The Government has done
well to bring an ordinance to
make acts of violence against
healthcare personnel treating
COVID-19 patients a non-bail-
able offence with a maximum of
seven years of jail term and a fine
of �5 lakh. Of late, there has been
a spurt in the number of cases
where healthcare professionals
have been attacked; some of them
were seriously injured. At a time
when our doctors and nurses and
other staff members are putting
their own and their family’s lives
at risk to treat the patients, the
least we can do is to respect them
and let them perform their duty
peacefully. 

It would have been better if the
police, too, are included in this list.
There are many cases where large
crowds have attacked cops when
they were just trying to tell peo-
ple to maintain social distancing
and follow lockdown norms. They,
too, deserve to be treated well.
Ultimately, the fear of law needs to
be there in the minds of the peo-
ple. Finally, the key lies in success-
ful implementation of the new law.

Bal Govind
Noida
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Sir — It isn’t surprising that India
has slipped two places to rank
140th among 180 countries in the
World Press Freedom Index,

according to a 2019 report released
by Reporters Without Borders.
With no murders of journalists last
year as compared to six in 2018,
the security situation for the coun-
try’s media might seem to have
improved but there have been con-

stant violations.
It goes without saying that the

situation in Jammu & Kashmir,
too, is one of the reasons behind
this slide. Ever since the Modi
Government abrogated Article
370 last year and imposed a

communication blackout for sev-
eral months, the Press in this bor-
der State was forced into silence. 

Ironically, this report was
published two days after the J&K
police were accused of targetting
two journalists in Kashmir. The
ranking cited “police brutality”
and “hate campaigns” on social
media by Hindutva followers
against journalists to explain
India’s position. It also highlight-
ed the Government’s “tightening”
its grip on the media.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad
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Sir — It’s always the poor who bear
the brunt of disasters and diseases.
The COVID crisis, too, has put
many labourers in a tight spot as
they are finding it hard to make
ends meet due to the prolonged
lockdown. The Government must
formulate a comprehensive plan to
look after and rehabilitate the hap-
less workers to let them live a nor-
mal life.

Sartia
Via email
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The economic crisis triggered by COVID–19
has forced the Government to take recourse
to some extraordinary measures, which

include among others 30 per cent cut in the salary
of all Members of Parliament (MP) besides the
President, Vice-President and the Prime Minister,
suspension of the MPLAD (MP Local Area
Development) fund and a steep cut in expenditure
of Ministries/departments. Reportedly, barring 18
Ministries/departments connected with health-
care, medical infrastructure and other essential ser-
vices, all others are facing expenditure cuts for the
April-June quarter. While 33 Ministries/departments
can spend only up to 20 per cent of the budget, for
50 others the expenditure limit is even lower at 15
per cent. This is expected to continue for the remain-
ing quarters of the year.

Faced with the double whammy of mammoth
expenditure commitment — mostly on account of
having to protect the livelihood of tens of millions
in the informal sector on the one hand and steep
decline in tax collections on the other, the
Government’s worries on account of the fiscal deficit
going completely out of control have heightened.
This and the dire need to show that our macro-eco-
nomic fundamentals are strong may have prompt-
ed the Centre to cut spending.

Inevitably, this will affect India’s medium to long-
term growth trajectory, as implementation of pro-
jects gets deferred. In these moments of grave cri-
sis, when saving precious lives and livelihoods is top
priority, our policymakers may dismiss it outright.
But it can’t detract us from a basic question as to why
the Centre and States indulged in fiscal profligacy
all through. Why didn’t they ever work to create a
buffer for a rainy day? To be precise, four areas need
urgent attention.

First, despite lofty declarations of reining
unproductive expenditure, including reduction
and rationalisation of subsidies (for the poor) these
expenses continue to rise. They are mostly due to
populist promises such as free food, electricity, water,
loan waivers and so on, made by parties to win polls.    

No wonder, major subsidies continue to increase
to unsustainable levels. Food subsidy increased from
�1,45,000 crore during 2017-18 to �2,19,000 crore
during 2019-20 and is projected to increase further
to �2,53,000 crore during 2020-21 (free food for three
months in the wake of the Corona crisis will lead
to a further spurt). Likewise, fertiliser subsidy con-
tinues to hover around �80,000 crore notwithstand-
ing several measures like neem coating of urea or
changes in the pricing norms for urea manufactur-
ers aimed at reducing costs.

There are a host of subsidies given by States such
as power, irrigation, credit, bonus over and above
the Minimum Support Price (MSP) notified by the
Centre, payment of sugarcane arrears to farmers,
farm loan waivers and so on, which cost them hun-
dreds of thousands of crores. Studies have shown
that a major slice of these subsidies is cornered by
better-off farmers (those with land holding over two
hectares) even as the majority of resource-poor farm-
ers are left out.

Second, tax collection is not only far below other
countries but also has been consistently lower than
the target fixed by the Government itself. The tax-
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) ratio in India — the
Centre and States’ tax revenue — was 17 per cent
during 2018-19, which is almost half of the average
tax-GDP ratio of the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development, a club of rich/devel-

oped countries at 34.3 per cent during
2018. During 2019-20, the total tax rev-
enue of the Centre — after devolution to
the States — was �2,00,000 crore less than
even the revised estimate (RE) at
�14,00,000 crore and �4,00,000 crore
lower than the budget estimate (BE) at
�16,00,000 crore.

This has a lot to do with the inabili-
ty of the tax administration to make indus-
tries, businesses and High Net Worth
Individuals (HNWIs) pay their fair share
of taxes. This is exacerbated by cumber-
some tax laws and slow-moving judicial
systems which tax evaders exploit to the
hilt. The tax dues locked up in litigation
run into thousands of crores. To get an
idea, let us look at the following.   

Under the Sabka Vishwas Scheme
(SVS) that offered to settle disputes relat-
ing to excise and service tax prior to the
Goods and Services Tax from July 1, 2017,
a total of about �2,50,000 crore indirect
tax dues from 1,83,000 assessees were
involved. 

Fed up with protracted litigation
and desperate to garner some revenue, the
Government offered relief, varying from
40 per cent to 70 per cent of the tax dues
depending on the amount involved in dis-
putes other than those covered under “vol-
untary disclosure.” All that it got was a pal-
try �38,000 crore or 15 per cent of the total
dues.    

The disputed amount of direct taxes
— both corporate and personal — is much
higher at �9,96,000 crore involving close
to 5,00,000 cases (according to the
Parliament Standing Committee on
Finance). In her Budget speech for 2020-
21, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
announced a scheme christened Vivaad
se Vishwas (VSV) wherein the assessees
need not pay interest and penalty if the dis-
puted amount is paid before June 30, 2020.
Being much less attractive than the SVS,
the VSV may turn out to be a damp squib.    

In a bid to look business-friendly, the
Narendra Modi Government has gone to
extreme limits to offer tax concessions that
have led to huge revenue loss. For instance,
under the presumptive tax scheme, for
businesses having a turnover of up to �2
crore per annum, their profit is presumed
as eight per cent of the turnover (six per
cent in case, the firm conducts all its trans-
actions in digital mode). 

For a firm having a �1 crore turnover
and doing it all digitally, its income is taken
as �6,00,000 on which the tax works out
to a mere �33,000 against much higher tax
liability on actual profit (e.g. taking prof-
it at 10 per cent or �10,00,000, this would
be �1,16,000 with profit at 20 per cent, tax
will come to �4,25,000). Given the culture
of tax evasion  nurtured for generations
in business communities, one won’t be sur-
prised if several of them may not be pay-
ing even a paltry �33,000 to cite the above
example.            

Third, the Government is banking too
much on petroleum products (POL) for
boosting its revenue. During 2018-19, the
Centre mopped up �2,58,000 crore from
this sector (�2,14,000 crore from excise
duty alone), whereas States garnered
�2,27,000 crore of which Value Added
Tax) alone contributed �2,00,000 crore.

Both grab every available opportuni-
ty to hike taxes on POL. Effective March
14, the Union Government hiked Central
Excise Duty (CED) on petrol and diesel
by �3 per litre each from an already high
of �20 per litre and �16 per litre respec-
tively. Further, in the wake of the Corona
crisis, it has also taken Parliament’s nod
for further increase in CED by up to �8
per litre each, any time it wishes. 

This has resulted in a situation where-
in taxes (CED and VAT) alone account for
over 50 per cent of the retail price of these
products. High tax on fuels comes at a
heavy cost to the economy. This con-
tributes to increased inflation, higher sub-

sidy payments on fertilisers, food, irriga-
tion and so on, which takes away a good
slice of the higher revenue from fuel tax.
This is a classic case of “taking from one
hand and giving back from the other.”
Besides, a lot of revenue is also foregone
due to stunted growth of industries which
are rendered uncompetitive, courtesy
high fuel and power cost.  

Fourth, the Government continues to
hold on to several Public Sector
Undertakings like Bharat Sanchar Nigam
Limited, Mahanagar Telephone Nigam
Limited, Fertiliser Corporation of India
Limited, Hindustan Fertiliser Corporation
Limited and so on, which have been mak-
ing losses year-after-year. 

These are neither closed nor restruc-
tured to restore viability of their opera-
tions; even as they are kept on the venti-
lator perennially draining out thousands
of crores from the public exchequer. 

Add to this the money the
Government has been losing in recapital-
ising Public Sector Banks (PSBs) facing
capital erosion due to ballooning non-per-
forming assets (NPAs). During the last five
years or so, it has pumped in over
�3,50,000 crore and more capital infusion
is not ruled out given the unfolding NPA
scenario.                   

The Government needs to implement
much-needed reforms to rein in unpro-
ductive spends, including subsidies, and
prevent revenue leakages to create a sus-
tainable basis for balancing its budget. It
must create revenue surplus so that it can
deal with crisis situations without jeopar-
dising development. The private firms
should also change their mindset of leav-
ing it entirely to the State to take care of
workers in the informal sector. They need
to ponder over funding “income support”
to them during a crisis, like the one we are
facing right now.    

(The writer is a New Delhi-based 
policy analyst)
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The Coronavirus outbreak has
brought nearly the whole world
to a standstill with multiple

countries going into lockdowns in an
effort to minimise infection spread
and casualties. These shutdowns are
having a cascading effect on the
economies of nations and many
industries are going under.

However, one industry that is not
just bearing the brunt of the shut-
downs but is also reeling from the
impact of false news and rumours
surrounding the COVID-19 virus is
the poultry sector. 

The prices of poultry have
plunged to �10-30 per kg at the farm
gate level due to a slump in chicken

demand while the average cost of
production is �80 per kg. 

Consequently, poultry breeders
have demanded a relief package
from the Government claiming that
the sector has incurred heavy losses
of around �1,750 crore in a month
due to panic triggered by the spread
of  misinformation among meat
eaters that the Coronavirus can be
contracted by consuming chicken
and eggs. This massive drop in sales
of chicken and eggs has impacted the
livelihoods of a large number of poul-
try farmers.

Although, the Coronavirus is a
deadly disease, which has claimed
countless lives around the globe, it
certainly is not spread through the
consumption of poultry and poultry
products and this has been confirmed
by scientific reports and studies.
However, many irresponsible news
agencies and websites are spreading
misinformation. 

Scientists say it is highly likely
that the virus came from bats but first
passed through an intermediary ani-
mal in the same way that another

Coronavirus — the 2002 Severe
Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS)
outbreak — moved from horseshoe
bats to cat-like civets before infect-
ing humans. Now, the Coronavirus
is spreading globally primarily
through people-to-people contact. 

Taking note of the myths and
misconceptions clouding the poultry
industry, even the Food Safety and
Standards Authority of India’s
(FSSAI’s)  chief GSG Ayyangar came
forward to issue a clarification. He
stated clearly that the belief that the
Coronavirus will spread through
eating chicken, mutton and seafood
is nothing but a misconception.

Not the first time poultry sec-
tor has been hit: Unfortunately, this
is not the first time that a virus that
emanated from an animal has scared
people and they have stopped eating
chicken and meat due to it. In the
1980s, the mad cow disease spread in
the UK, which was a result of farm-
ers giving non-vegetarian feed to
cows that affected their nervous sys-
tem and triggered health concerns in
humans as well. 

Later it was established that eat-
ing chicken and eggs cannot cause
mad cow disease. Similarly, zoonot-
ic viruses such as Swine flu, which
started in the pig farms of Mexico,
and Ebola virus that was a result of
consuming and handling uncooked
bush meat had also caused a similar
and unwarranted backlash against the
poultry industry. 

The most recent Nipah virus out-
break, which was found in people liv-
ing closer to the habitat of bats, had
also scared people off chicken and
eggs. But the fact remains that except
for the first outbreak in Malaysia-
Singapore, which was related to con-
tact with pigs and the outbreak in
Philippines associated with horse
slaughter, most other outbreaks in the
Indo-Bangladesh region were asso-
ciated with consumption of raw date
palm sap contaminated by fruit bats.
It had a very high secondary attack
rate but was most certainly not
spread through poultry consumption.

Chicken is safe and a crucial
source of nutrients: Chicken is an
essential choice for many healthy

diets as it is high in protein and low
in calories and carbohydrates. It is
also a well-established source of B vit-
amins and selenium. 

The nutritional elements of
chicken aid in the metabolism of fats
and sugars in the body that is nec-
essary for our daily energy needs.
Consuming chicken strengthens the
bones as well and is responsible for
maintaining healthy cells. 

Due to the Coronavirus
rumours, many people are looking
for vegetarian alternatives like
spinach and jackfruit but they can-
not provide the same amount of
nutrients as chicken. It is imperative,
therefore, that the industry as well as
the administration rise to the occa-
sion and effectively counter the false
narratives with facts. 

In fact, the Union Health
Ministry must step in to address all
such miscommunications through
regular advisories and press releas-
es.

Poultry farmers must step up
hygiene measures: The onus also lies
on the poultry industry to initiate a

series of measures towards raising
safe and healthy poultry birds.
Unhygienic breeding of birds in sev-
eral farms and backyards has often
been a cause for concern for con-
sumers. The poultry industry must
do its bit to boost consumer confi-
dence. They must also adopt the use
of safe and healthy solutions and
alternatives to antibiotics such as bac-
teriophage-based poultry feeds to
raise healthier antibiotic-free chick-
en. Poultry farms which take prop-
er hygiene and preventive measures
while raising their chicken can pre-
vent any bacterial infections and virus
in their stock. Government regulato-
ry bodies must also keep a thorough
check on poultry farm operations
and issue media releases that squash
unfounded rumors, which are affect-
ing poor farmers as well as the
industry. This will help in reviving
the demand for chicken and eggs and
help people get their required amount
of nutrition that is necessary for good
health.

(The writer is Senior Vice-
President, Vetphage Pharmaceuticals)
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Facebook’s �43,600 crore
investment in Reliance

Industries’ digital services busi-
ness will help the Mukesh
Ambani-led firm reduce bor-
rowing and reinforce the com-
pany’s commitment to cut its
net debt to zero by March 31,
Moody’s Investors Service said
on Thursday.

Stating that the invest-
ment is  credit  posit ive,
Moody’s in an issuer com-
ment said it expects the trans-
action to reduce RIL’s con-
solidated net debt/EBITDA
by 0.4x to well below 3.0x, the
tolerance level for its Baa2
rating. As part of the trans-
action, Facebook will acquire
9.99 per cent of Jio Platforms
Limited, a fully-owned sub-
sidiary of RIL that houses the
company’s digital services
business including its mobile
telecom services business —
Reliance Jio  Infocomm
Limited (RJIL). 

The transaction also solid-
ifies Jio’s leading market posi-
tion in India’s growing digital
ecosystem. “The investment
by Facebook establishes a val-
uation for RIL’s digital ser-
vices business and can be used
as a base for further divestment
by the company,” it said.

This also increases RIL’s
financial flexibility.

Ne w Del hi :  Urging the
Government to include
mobile devices under the
essential services category,
handset firms on Thursday
said many f ront l ine 
workers, patients and other
vulnerable groups are facing
a tough time during the
coronavirus lockdown due
to non-availability of the
devices.  

The India Cellular and
Electronics Association
(ICEA), whose members
include firms like Apple,
Foxconn, Wistron, Flextronics,
Xiaomi, Vivo, Oppo and Lava,
said mobile phones are at the
heart of the digital ecosystem
and their non-availability can
be life threatening. 

“Senior citizens and those
with underlying health condi-
tions are most susceptible to
Covid-19. In such cases, the
fatality rate is upwards of 10 per
cent. The disease is such that all
times, the patients need to
fend for themselves from the
time they communicate with
municipal authorities regarding
symptoms to testing and treat-
ment,” ICEA Chairman Pankaj
Mohindroo said in a letter to IT
Secretary Ajay Prakash
Sawhney.

ICEA said this can be a life-
threatening situation and more
than 10 crore senior citizens at
the bottom of the pyramid do
not have access to even feature
phones and are being denied
access. PTI

����� 7,7.!�

Equity benchmarks marched higher for the
second day on Thursday, helped by IT and

banking stocks, as hopes of another stimulus
package from the Government bolstered investor
sentiment amid the coronavirus overhang.

The 30-share BSE Sensex surged 483.53
points or 1.54 per cent to close at 31,863.08, a
six-week high. The broader NSE Nifty advanced
126.60 points, or 1.38 per cent, to settle at
9,313.90.

Kotak Bank was the top gainer in the Sensex
pack, rallying 8.59 per cent, followed by TCS
(5.97 per cent), Infosys (5.67 per cent), ICICI
Bank (4.97 per cent), HCL Tech (3.61 per cent)
and ONGC (2.98 per cent).

On the other hand, Titan, HUL,
PowerGrid, NTPC and L&T were among the
top laggards, shedding up to 4.18 per cent. A
sharp recovery in the rupee also lifted the mar-
ket mood, traders said. The rupee soared by
62 paise to settle at 76.06 (provisional) against
the US dollar. 
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The Centre is working on a scheme to reim-
burse pending payments with interest to

micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs),
Union Minister Nitin Gadkari said on Thursday.

Once implemented, the Government’s plans
towards framing a mechanism for clearance of
huge pending dues owed to MSMEs by central
and state PSUs as well as corporate players are
expected to provide a major relief to the sector
battling distress, as millions of units struggle to
survive amid mounting losses caused by the
coronavirus pandemic.

In an interaction via video conferencing

with the representatives of Bharat Chamber of
Commerce, the minister for MSME and trans-
port said the default on pending payments is one
of the “big problems” faced by MSMEs. Gadkari
said he has asked the MSME ministry officials
to work on formulating a scheme of �1 to 2 lakh
crore.  “Where there is a pending bill we can
reimburse that amount with the interest cost. We
will find out some solution, some of the cost will
be borne by the government, some of the cost
will be borne by the industry, some of the cost
will be borne by the supplier and we will take
the guarantee for that and MSMEs will get their
payment. We are working on it. So that can be
a good relief to MSMEs,” said the minister.
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India’s GDP, in the best-case
scenario, may grow by 1.5 per

cent in 2020-21 given a faster
pick-up post the lockdown but
could see a 0.9 per cent decline
in the fiscal if the curbs
imposed to contain coron-
avirus infection are prolonged,
a report has said.   

The Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII) in a
paper — A plan for economic
recovery — has laid out its
growth expectation under three
scenarios and suggested
“urgent” fiscal interventions.

In the baseline scenario,
the Gross Domestic Product

(GDP) is expected to grow at
just 0.6 per cent on an annual
basis as economic activity is
expected to remain constrained
due to continuing restrictions
on the free movement of goods
and people beyond the lock-
down period, the paper stated.

This will lead to disruption
in supply chains, slow pick-up
in investment activity, labour
shortages in the short-run and
muted consumption demand
on account of reduced house-
hold incomes, the industry
body said.

In the optimistic scenario,
which envisages a faster pick-
up post the lockdown period,
the GDP is forecast to register
a growth of 1.5 per cent in the
best case.

In case of a more pro-
longed outbreak, where the

restrictions in existing hot-
spot regions get extended,
while new regions are identi-
fied as ‘hot-spots’ leading to
intermittent stop and start in
economic activity, the GDP is
likely to decline by 0.9 per cent.

The urgent fiscal interven-
tions, as suggested by the CII
should include cash transfers
amounting to �2 lakh crore to
JAM account holders, in addi-
tion to the �1.7 lakh stimulus
already announced. 

The CII has also suggested
additional working capital lim-
its be provided by banks, equiv-
alent to April-June wage bill of
the borrowers, backed by a
Government guarantee, at 4-5
per cent interest rate.

In addition, the CII paper
has suggested the creation of a
fund or SPV with a corpus of

�1.5 lakh crore which will sub-
scribe to NCDs/Bonds of cor-
porates rated A and above.

The fund can be seeded by
the government contributing a
corpus of �10,000-20,000 crore,
with further investments from
banks and financial institutions
such as LIC, PFC, EPF, NIIF,
IIFCL et al. This will limit gov-
ernment exposure while pro-
viding adequate liquidity to
industry.

For MSMEs, the CII has
suggested a credit protection
scheme whereby 75-80 per
cent of the loan should be guar-
anteed by RBI, i.e. if the bor-
rower defaults, RBI should buy
the loan and repay the bank up
to 75-80 per cent of the loan,
so the risk to the lender is lim-
ited. SIDBI could provide the
guarantee for loans to industry

and trade while NABARD
could provide the 
guarantee for loans to agro-
processing sectors.

“There is no doubt that the
economy is going through tur-
bulent times, and India will
have to spend, for navigating its
way out of the current crisis. At
this stage, the government
must do whatever it takes to
tide over the crisis,” CII
Director General Chandrajit
Banerjee said.

“Given the extent of the
damage to the economy from
the disruption to business, the
GDP growth in FY21 will like-
ly be the lowest in many
decades,” he added.

According to him, without
an increase in government
spending in the near-term to
drive an economic recovery,

government revenue will dwin-
dle, and high deficits will con-
tinue to be a problem in future.

Any significant revival in
investment activity is unlikely
as capacity utilization levels
may remain suboptimal.
Consumption demand is like-
ly to remain lacklustre as peo-
ple’s incomes have been
impacted, CII said.

On the external front, as
economies across the globe
continue to struggle with the
pandemic, global trade may
decline by 13 to 32 per cent in
2020, as estimated by the World
Trade Organisation. 

“Given the situation, gov-
ernment intervention becomes
critical not only to sustain the
economy but also to prevent
any humanitarian crisis,”
observed Banerjee.
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Script Open High Low LTP
RELIANCE 1369.70 1385.85 1354.25 1371.50
INFY 649.00 683.00 638.50 678.45
TCS 1786.00 1891.70 1768.05 1876.90
BAJFINANCE 2166.00 2218.30 2111.50 2175.20
HDFC 1689.80 1689.80 1651.75 1662.50
HDFCBANK 938.80 958.50 913.30 954.75
ICICIBANK 338.30 354.60 338.30 352.80
SBIN 188.25 189.90 185.25 186.80
INDUSINDBK 422.00 427.45 407.10 410.10
AXISBANK 437.00 440.00 426.00 429.70
HINDUNILVR 2398.60 2415.00 2310.00 2315.85
TITAN 924.00 935.70 898.35 912.40
ZEEL 157.45 172.80 155.50 157.65
KOTAKBANK 1174.00 1252.80 1157.00 1249.85
ACC 1230.00 1236.95 1178.50 1189.00
AUROPHARMA 647.45 665.00 624.00 628.95
IDEA 4.35 4.55 4.16 4.33
RBLBANK 106.75 115.65 104.75 106.40
ITC 184.40 184.40 180.00 180.75
ONGC 67.00 69.05 66.65 67.30
TATAMOTORS 76.55 78.65 75.30 75.65
SUNPHARMA* 478.40 487.70 475.00 477.30
MARUTI 5189.00 5241.50 5050.00 5160.70
BRITANNIA 3000.00 3243.25 2920.80 2948.30
GLENMARK 322.40 349.90 321.30 340.15
BHARTIARTL 503.40 507.10 491.15 495.65
ASIANPAINT 1810.00 1845.00 1749.00 1820.40
IGL 450.00 460.45 447.35 449.70
LT 862.00 869.30 835.40 840.65
DABUR 513.00 516.00 497.40 499.15
TATASTEEL 270.00 278.90 269.20 270.35
SKFINDIA 1460.10 1532.00 1450.00 1474.15
HCLTECH 466.80 480.80 463.45 478.50
EQUITAS 48.00 58.25 47.65 56.05
CIPLA 589.00 603.60 578.40 586.65
FRETAIL 98.40 98.40 89.50 98.40
MUTHOOTFIN 778.00 849.80 765.00 816.20
IBULHSGFIN 116.80 120.90 115.10 119.45
SRTRANSFIN 618.70 660.00 614.25 641.45
MARICO 309.50 315.15 300.40 302.00
DLF 134.00 138.50 133.10 137.00
HEG 951.60 951.60 875.00 932.15
M&M 340.35 349.25 331.60 347.55
EICHERMOT 13850.00 14253.35 13720.00 14064.50
CADILAHC 334.00 342.55 330.00 331.75
HINDALCO 109.90 113.20 108.45 111.20
LUPIN 814.90 837.00 814.00 821.90
BANDHANBNK 200.00 207.90 197.80 200.95
GAIL 86.00 88.65 82.85 83.30
JUSTDIAL 345.00 358.00 345.00 349.25
UPL 360.00 366.30 345.60 348.55
JINDALSTEL 87.10 90.35 84.80 86.40
ESCORTS 764.60 778.00 745.60 751.95
BAJAJFINSV 4820.00 4855.00 4707.00 4726.40
GODREJCP 539.00 550.80 535.35 541.35
HEROMOTOCO 1901.70 1923.35 1855.40 1864.20
VEDL 77.85 78.50 76.65 77.55
MANAPPURAM 103.00 112.25 103.00 110.60
BHARATFORG 261.95 271.45 254.55 256.55
TECHM 523.95 527.50 509.20 523.40
HAVELLS 518.00 533.25 515.15 530.25
MOTHERSUMI 74.70 76.35 73.10 73.60
SUNTV 384.60 387.20 368.95 373.25
UJJIVAN 162.00 182.60 162.00 179.80
L&TFH 59.80 63.35 59.10 61.95
BATAINDIA 1232.00 1280.10 1205.00 1269.85
VARROC 136.00 148.90 136.00 145.35
PEL 841.00 886.00 840.00 852.95
SRF 3490.00 3696.30 3474.80 3641.70
COLPAL 1486.00 1546.70 1472.00 1480.35
BIOCON 362.95 365.50 344.60 347.55
DRREDDY 4045.00 4084.70 4012.00 4027.00
WIPRO 180.85 182.50 177.30 181.15
BANKINDIA 35.35 35.35 34.30 34.40
JUBLFOOD 1540.00 1595.90 1486.65 1495.80
INDIGO 970.00 978.40 926.20 932.15
APOLLOHOSP 1370.10 1417.55 1365.00 1384.85
LICHSGFIN 266.80 289.00 263.10 286.85
PVR 996.00 1016.60 970.00 973.80
DIVISLAB 2389.00 2452.00 2388.25 2421.75
PIDILITIND 1545.00 1583.00 1530.25 1539.85
TORNTPHARM 2460.05 2550.00 2405.00 2421.10
JSWSTEEL 163.70 166.25 159.00 159.95
GMM 3781.00 4090.00 3401.00 3711.90
M&MFIN 152.95 157.80 149.00 155.75
NIITTECH 1096.25 1222.30 1096.25 1179.20
HDFCLIFE 509.00 511.65 486.15 488.20
DEEPAKNI 478.80 489.80 476.00 482.45
ICICIPRULI 372.05 386.85 360.00 361.20
TATACONSUM 340.00 340.00 325.50 329.85
NESTLEIND 17697.95 17790.00 17320.50 17411.95
BANKBARODA 48.60 49.20 48.05 48.45
INTELLECT 76.20 80.10 76.20 76.65
COALINDIA 141.80 144.65 140.35 140.80
STAR 340.00 357.00 337.30 348.20
PNB 31.50 31.80 31.00 31.15
NMDC 76.00 78.50 74.80 76.95
BEL 77.00 79.10 75.65 76.00
BEML 569.40 613.70 569.40 592.40
FEDERALBNK 45.30 46.00 44.00 44.95
VOLTAS 500.00 512.90 498.00 507.70
CHOLAFIN 150.15 159.25 148.20 151.90
ADANIENT 140.00 142.40 137.85 140.45
PFIZER 4290.00 4542.25 4230.00 4419.40
GODFRYPHLP 1035.00 1100.00 1005.55 1059.90
PAGEIND 17610.60 18432.50 17610.05 17659.00
JAICORPLTD 68.90 73.35 66.30 70.90
BPCL 356.60 362.75 352.45 355.25

ARVINDFASN 144.00 150.00 142.50 144.15
BAJAJ-AUTO 2429.00 2444.00 2365.45 2431.65
TV18BRDCST 22.20 23.50 20.35 20.95
IOC 83.80 85.00 82.85 83.15
DMART 2292.70 2345.00 2260.10 2296.45
ADANIPORTS 272.00 279.50 269.25 277.65
APLLTD 649.95 710.00 641.55 698.55
ENDURANCE 586.00 596.15 576.25 583.15
HINDPETRO 217.00 218.20 208.00 209.35
ASHOKLEY 46.00 47.20 45.50 46.70
CANBK 83.90 85.60 82.80 83.65
HDFCAMC 2625.75 2671.00 2575.75 2590.65
EXIDEIND 150.00 151.00 145.55 149.50
NOCIL 82.50 85.10 80.65 81.10
BBTC 881.00 985.90 881.00 914.70
IPCALAB 1593.90 1593.90 1513.00 1533.25
MCX 1020.00 1072.65 1011.00 1060.05
BALKRISIND 897.90 927.00 875.55 885.10
AMBUJACEM 179.80 179.80 170.50 171.45
SIEMENS 1139.40 1199.00 1139.40 1168.45
SBILIFE 714.00 732.60 707.80 715.45
NAVINFLUOR 1457.00 1544.75 1442.55 1491.55
RECLTD 91.00 93.60 90.65 91.95
PIIND 1494.80 1549.00 1480.00 1512.95
CANFINHOME 295.70 316.90 295.70 312.05
FCONSUMER 8.84 8.84 8.20 8.84
OIL 88.70 92.40 85.75 86.05
ULTRACEMCO 3480.00 3480.00 3403.05 3445.70
NCC 27.45 27.80 25.75 26.10
MGL 940.55 950.20 909.00 912.25
INFRATEL 172.95 174.50 165.90 166.15
APOLLOTYRE 95.80 96.25 92.85 93.20
GRASIM 520.00 520.00 499.00 500.90
NTPC 98.00 98.00 94.65 95.25
INDIACEM 103.25 105.75 102.30 103.10
BHEL 21.70 21.85 21.25 21.40
CROMPTON 227.00 236.85 223.55 227.75
IDFCFIRSTB 24.55 24.75 23.55 23.75
MFSL 448.00 454.25 420.50 423.75
POWERGRID 163.50 163.50 157.65 158.05

STRTECH* 94.60 95.35 90.30 90.65
IDBI 21.40 22.10 21.25 21.40
GODREJPROP 681.85 708.05 667.00 677.25
UBL 920.00 949.50 913.75 919.90
AMARAJABAT 562.00 572.80 553.10 558.80
PFC 88.00 92.40 87.65 91.70
MINDTREE 742.05 777.00 742.05 764.90
TVSMOTOR 303.10 306.75 298.00 298.80
BERGEPAINT 529.00 542.50 518.50 523.20
ALKYLAMINE 1760.00 1821.75 1630.05 1696.80
NAM-INDIA 262.90 271.40 259.05 263.15
NBCC 22.75 22.75 20.80 21.00
SAIL 26.45 27.25 26.35 26.65
NAUKRI 2540.00 2556.05 2415.30 2460.30
MRF 58700.00 59347.95 58523.60 58692.50
INDHOTEL 78.00 82.05 77.30 78.70
OMAXE 162.20 162.20 152.00 154.35
NETWORK18 24.40 24.90 23.20 24.15
HATHWAY 21.50 22.76 20.46 21.51
CESC 613.50 616.00 592.00 613.15
ADANIPOWER 32.65 33.60 32.20 32.45
PETRONET 223.00 226.75 219.70 223.20
MOIL 124.30 145.40 120.35 141.20
SPARC 145.00 147.50 140.15 141.30
GRANULES 162.00 165.50 160.05 160.50
GNFC 140.90 145.50 137.25 138.85
LTTS 1190.60 1190.60 1149.00 1159.65
EDELWEISS 37.10 38.50 37.00 38.50
SUDARSCHEM 425.00 437.90 417.30 419.80
CAPPL 315.00 344.50 314.75 340.55
SADBHAV 36.90 36.90 33.75 36.90
SANOFI 7500.00 7673.00 7456.00 7487.35
CASTROLIND 118.45 125.70 116.25 124.75
CUMMINSIND 418.95 423.70 405.75 418.15
TATAPOWER 32.60 33.40 32.45 32.70
ICICIGI 1140.35 1198.35 1140.35 1191.15
LALPATHLAB 1498.00 1523.05 1474.75 1493.10
SONATSOFTW 189.40 207.40 188.35 205.95
PNBHOUSING 210.45 217.85 208.90 214.85
TATAELXSI 723.55 737.15 722.00 723.65
TRENT 479.95 504.75 478.35 497.65
MIDHANI 211.75 218.25 208.00 208.75
IBREALEST 61.60 61.75 59.65 61.75
ITI 78.50 86.20 78.00 86.20
AUBANK 539.00 539.00 504.00 505.85

GRAPHITE 239.40 239.40 234.50 239.40
RALLIS 201.00 211.35 201.00 204.85
NATIONALUM 34.00 35.35 33.50 33.65
BAJAJELEC 339.00 363.65 339.00 349.95
GUJALKALI 349.00 358.50 343.00 349.80
CHAMBLFERT 130.70 134.45 127.20 128.30
ADANIGAS 99.00 101.65 98.60 99.15
JSWENERGY 41.85 41.85 38.95 39.60
HAWKINCOOK 4770.00 4816.40 4703.70 4799.30
TATAMTRDVR 34.30 35.95 34.30 34.75
RAIN 71.55 74.95 71.55 72.65
SOBHA 212.35 233.00 212.35 213.75
CONCOR 367.00 373.10 363.00 367.70
BOSCHLTD 10300.00 10820.00 10300.00 10588.35
JBCHEPHARM 561.05 568.00 556.00 558.35
GPPL 55.35 56.30 55.05 55.95
VIPIND 224.00 226.50 219.00 220.45
JINDALSAW 52.10 56.20 52.00 54.70
TORNTPOWER 298.00 305.85 295.00 303.50
RADICO 296.05 303.40 296.00 297.25
JMFINANCIL 69.20 75.45 67.55 71.70
LINDEINDIA 528.00 554.95 515.70 540.55
SPICEJET 44.55 45.95 44.30 44.40
SHREECEM 19059.90 19158.00 18640.55 18710.10
RITES 248.50 262.00 248.00 259.45
PARAGMILK 93.80 100.00 91.85 99.90
RCF 39.45 39.80 37.80 38.05
ABBOTINDIA 16500.00 16677.90 16289.75 16395.60
HEIDELBERG 159.90 165.65 155.00 163.55
RPOWER 2.08 2.08 2.05 2.08
AJANTPHARM 1293.00 1334.20 1293.00 1328.10
DELTACORP* 69.95 70.25 68.50 69.10
BLISSGVS 99.50 103.50 98.95 100.50
ATUL 4601.60 4676.70 4480.00 4506.35
MPHASIS 672.55 701.00 665.95 694.40
GUJGAS 270.10 270.70 260.15 262.20
DIXON 4250.00 4299.00 4148.70 4165.60
INDIANB 49.45 51.50 49.45 50.10
COROMANDEL 545.00 572.70 545.00 558.40
CGCL 124.50 124.95 121.25 122.00
LAURUSLABS 475.00 480.00 465.50 468.90
GODREJIND 275.00 275.00 262.70 266.40
MAHSEAMLES 190.45 212.15 190.00 205.05
LAOPALA 164.10 196.40 160.35 193.10
WELCORP 64.30 68.30 64.30 68.30
SCI 44.70 44.70 43.70 43.95
VINATIORGA 889.90 910.00 880.20 883.65
KNRCON 214.90 225.00 209.40 209.85
HFCL 11.90 12.36 11.36 12.36
LTI 1500.00 1500.00 1421.75 1458.15
ABCAPITAL 48.75 51.70 48.75 50.00
ADANIGREEN 200.00 201.00 196.00 200.00
ISEC 325.00 341.65 324.05 329.40
DCBBANK 89.65 91.00 86.75 87.20
VBL 650.70 673.05 617.15 622.25
UNIONBANK 28.60 28.75 28.30 28.45
ABFRL 124.00 127.90 122.80 123.95
KALPATPOWR 228.55 233.80 218.00 220.50
DEEPAKFERT 91.00 92.90 84.20 85.90
NATCOPHARM 615.00 627.00 611.35 617.20
OBEROIRLTY 353.65 371.50 351.25 354.35
METROPOLIS 1225.00 1238.00 1205.45 1217.75
GMRINFRA 17.70 17.70 17.30 17.45
IRCON 86.00 91.50 85.90 87.75
BOMDYEING 52.90 54.50 51.90 54.50
AVANTI 400.00 414.00 400.00 403.05
NHPC 21.80 21.80 20.65 20.80
KEC 184.00 187.50 183.05 185.10
CYIENT 215.95 220.50 214.00 214.90
SOUTHBANK 6.05 6.08 5.93 6.06
RAMCOCEM 563.00 577.00 556.55 567.45
DHFL 15.00 15.18 14.80 15.18
BRIGADE 132.90 132.90 123.00 124.90
MEGH 51.75 51.75 49.85 50.10
TATACOFFEE 72.00 72.80 69.40 70.85
BASF 1064.60 1130.00 1064.60 1084.65
FORTIS 125.00 126.50 122.45 123.90
JKPAPER 92.80 95.70 92.50 93.50
ALKEM 2578.35 2590.90 2504.00 2520.20
KANSAINER 385.90 400.25 381.65 387.35
POLYCAB 742.00 752.50 736.60 742.80
INFIBEAM 36.45 39.50 36.45 39.05
MRPL 32.60 35.25 31.75 32.10
RELINFRA 18.90 18.94 18.50 18.94
CHENNPETRO 64.95 68.85 64.50 64.75
RELAXO 629.90 629.90 608.80 615.85
WOCKPHARMA 267.00 269.50 263.10 264.55
RVNL 17.80 17.95 17.52 17.66
IDFC 16.04 16.41 15.45 15.62
CEATLTD 824.00 832.85 804.55 808.10
TRIDENT 5.00 5.19 4.97 5.08
ENGINERSIN 67.80 69.60 66.30 68.80
EIDPARRY 150.50 152.30 145.95 147.05
RESPONIND 82.00 82.35 81.00 81.50
HINDZINC 170.85 172.75 167.20 171.75
AMBER 1081.00 1149.85 1081.00 1121.75
EMAMILTD* 205.75 215.35 204.50 206.00
RAYMOND 254.95 256.00 248.00 251.10
LEMONTREE 18.15 18.25 17.50 18.10
UCOBANK 15.00 15.00 13.65 14.05
MAHLOG 293.30 293.30 270.95 271.05
SWANENERGY 100.65 102.20 99.20 100.10
SHK 76.95 77.15 71.95 72.50
SUNTECK 190.00 195.00 182.25 190.70
FLFL 148.70 148.70 148.50 148.70
PHILIPCARB 83.00 85.20 82.00 82.40
GSPL 192.00 196.00 191.65 193.40
SUPREMEIND 1048.45 1092.00 1042.80 1071.85
BIRLACORPN 427.00 436.05 421.00 423.60

FDC 252.00 255.40 246.80 250.15
HSCL 49.15 50.05 48.15 48.30
ZYDUSWELL 1289.90 1360.00 1274.65 1292.00
SCHNEIDER 83.85 92.40 83.45 89.40
BALMLAWRIE 102.00 105.35 100.05 101.90
CRISIL 1450.00 1491.00 1450.00 1483.00
GICRE 145.25 146.40 140.00 142.00
ASTRAZEN 2592.00 2650.00 2580.00 2587.75
JYOTHYLAB 120.10 121.00 117.50 119.95
J&KBANK 17.25 17.25 15.85 16.24
GLAXO 1449.00 1464.20 1431.70 1447.25
HONAUT 28100.00 28199.90 27400.00 27642.80
QUESS 208.45 216.00 208.45 210.35
CUB 125.40 127.45 124.10 125.45
PGHH 10763.30 10998.00 10650.00 10782.10
PRESTIGE 182.90 183.50 175.50 176.40
PTC 41.60 41.60 40.50 40.80
COCHINSHIP 254.00 260.20 249.35 250.20
BAJAJHLDNG 1972.20 2006.95 1927.60 1930.85
KEI 298.00 299.90 284.00 288.80
WESTLIFE 295.10 304.00 294.35 299.75
LAXMIMACH 2480.00 2503.00 2400.00 2421.65
FORCEMOT 871.30 883.50 855.10 861.50
INOXLEISUR 222.00 222.00 216.00 218.85
IBULISL 49.00 50.45 45.75 49.20
APLAPOLLO 1172.55 1264.20 1165.70 1248.45
TNPL 101.00 101.60 98.80 99.40
JKTYRE 52.20 53.65 51.50 51.90
BAJAJCON 158.50 159.95 151.00 151.55
JAMNAAUTO 27.00 27.00 25.50 26.35
IFBIND 444.00 457.30 425.00 437.20
OFSS 2001.10 2066.60 2001.10 2030.10
WHIRLPOOL 1825.00 1951.25 1825.00 1866.00
VGUARD 175.10 176.00 171.30 174.85
IFCI 4.28 4.28 4.12 4.17
NH 297.00 297.00 279.65 280.70
ITDC 164.30 169.85 159.05 169.55
ASTRAL 875.00 909.55 870.75 895.15
PCJEWELLER 11.79 12.37 11.40 12.37
WELSPUNIND 28.00 28.50 26.75 26.80
ASHOKA 65.00 67.50 63.65 64.10
NIACL 118.75 121.95 117.05 117.65
GILLETTE 5399.00 5468.35 5272.00 5298.90
3MINDIA 18900.00 18962.40 18700.00 18771.45
GEPIL 430.05 440.85 427.65 430.70
GESHIP 229.00 229.00 218.00 223.15
KTKBANK 43.95 44.30 43.20 43.75
CHOLAHLDNG 283.85 292.00 282.45 289.65
FINEORG 2127.30 2176.00 2035.20 2048.65
SHILPAMED 419.00 419.00 393.10 394.55
ESABINDIA 1174.00 1181.30 1119.30 1154.25
HUDCO 22.00 22.70 22.00 22.40
VSTIND 2949.55 2959.15 2850.00 2859.60
DISHTV 4.75 4.95 4.75 4.95
BAYERCROP 4067.20 4177.85 4036.00 4057.15
KAJARIACER 360.00 361.20 358.75 359.65
GODREJAGRO 384.00 388.60 382.15 386.55
DBL 251.60 259.00 250.90 253.00
IRB 73.00 79.65 73.00 76.50
DCMSHRIRAM 272.45 280.00 270.00 271.50
NESCO 437.00 444.85 435.20 437.45
BALRAMCHIN 102.20 103.45 99.35 101.00
VENKYS 1090.00 1090.00 1076.80 1076.80
GMDCLTD 40.00 41.55 40.00 40.80
NLCINDIA 45.15 45.60 44.55 44.65
PNCINFRA 123.00 128.30 123.00 125.50
THYROCARE 533.15 540.00 532.00 534.55
SYNGENE 317.90 318.90 311.10 313.35
SYMPHONY 959.55 960.25 924.25 932.70
MOTILALOFS* 488.00 502.50 478.00 500.45
AAVAS 1190.00 1259.95 1170.25 1181.10
HEXAWARE 271.40 274.00 263.40 269.00
CENTURYPLY 116.25 124.65 116.00 121.65
HINDCOPPER 25.65 26.60 25.65 26.15
GICHSGFIN 75.00 78.00 74.50 76.55
GSFC 44.55 44.75 42.80 43.10
CCL 196.80 197.00 192.30 194.25
GHCL 107.10 108.95 105.65 106.40
FINOLEXIND 417.05 421.00 397.00 400.40
CARERATING 416.00 427.85 412.00 415.80
SUZLON 2.89 2.89 2.89 2.89
IEX 155.70 158.00 153.90 156.95
JISLJALEQS 5.95 5.95 5.95 5.95
DCAL* 85.35 87.80 84.85 87.80
JKCEMENT 1200.00 1200.00 1140.95 1148.00
BLUESTARCO 571.00 580.00 545.15 556.05
SJVN 22.00 22.15 21.10 21.30
PERSISTENT 500.00 500.00 476.05 481.15
UFLEX 166.30 177.00 164.85 168.45
LAKSHVILAS 15.92 15.92 15.92 15.92
CARBORUNIV 226.00 226.85 221.95 222.75
FINCABLES 242.00 242.00 228.75 230.40
REDINGTON 72.70 72.75 70.50 71.00
TATAMETALI 420.80 434.50 415.75 428.55
RAJESHEXPO 538.50 538.50 530.50 532.75
CENTRALBK 16.95 16.95 15.80 15.94
PGHL 4174.00 4229.00 4150.00 4161.40
JKLAKSHMI 205.35 207.40 203.45 204.10
DALBHARAT* 533.95 536.90 525.10 532.40
WABCOINDIA 6260.00 6309.40 6260.00 6297.10
GALAXYSURF 1420.00 1476.00 1400.15 1421.25
SUPRAJIT 122.00 122.15 118.20 119.20
TIMKEN 822.00 837.45 814.30 834.45
NAVNETEDUL 84.85 84.85 73.90 74.90
AKZOINDIA 2062.75 2062.75 2013.60 2045.35
NILKAMAL 1057.50 1090.00 1057.10 1074.20
HAL 549.45 553.00 542.15 544.65
TCIEXP 648.00 657.95 645.00 645.30
SCHAEFFLER 3464.55 3464.55 3375.00 3393.45

MINDAIND 263.25 271.40 260.20 261.60
THERMAX 702.00 718.55 702.00 704.50
ADANITRANS 201.00 201.90 197.30 199.95
MMTC 14.80 14.80 14.15 14.27
ADVENZYMES 141.00 149.00 141.00 143.85
AIAENG 1474.55 1506.20 1454.35 1475.40
RELCAPITAL 6.74 6.74 6.74 6.74
ESSELPRO 177.00 180.00 174.65 177.35
IOB 7.98 7.98 7.71 7.79
TTKPRESTIG 4817.75 4881.60 4702.00 4726.90
RATNAMANI 899.05 932.25 895.30 906.45
ORIENTELEC 181.10 187.20 181.10 185.60
KRBL 197.45 200.00 197.45 197.45
JTEKTINDIA 52.80 53.40 50.55 51.05
GREAVESCOT 84.50 86.50 82.35 82.85
DBCORP 78.00 78.00 76.00 76.20

VMART 1671.05 1725.00 1670.00 1719.95
BDL 218.65 227.80 218.65 219.45
SUNDRMFAST 305.40 315.40 303.00 306.40
TATAINVEST 715.25 717.00 702.55 708.70
FSL 36.00 36.10 35.50 35.65
GARFIBRES 1230.00 1247.85 1217.80 1226.30
CERA 2242.65 2242.65 2125.00 2156.50
PRSMJOHNSN 36.65 38.00 35.85 36.85
MINDACORP 69.25 69.90 67.10 67.75
TAKE 62.45 65.40 61.10 63.00
BLUEDART 2103.40 2118.75 2055.55 2081.80
SFL 1300.00 1327.35 1272.55 1301.15
KPITTECH 49.60 51.80 47.15 49.80
WABAG 106.00 111.50 106.00 111.50
HERITGFOOD 288.85 288.85 275.50 275.70
REPCOHOME 118.00 119.85 115.00 115.80
KSB 505.65 508.95 495.60 504.35
TEJASNET 38.70 40.65 38.70 38.80
AEGISLOG 168.85 168.85 164.15 165.50
MAHABANK 9.94 10.09 9.80 9.91
SHRIRAMCIT 748.85 748.85 725.00 728.00
MAHINDCIE 83.95 84.65 81.40 81.70
LUXIND 915.25 958.75 915.25 949.05
ORIENTCEM 47.85 47.85 43.70 44.00
PHOENIXLTD 546.70 552.95 523.00 526.85
MAHSCOOTER 2095.05 2110.00 2041.00 2049.00
MAHLIFE 196.60 198.95 185.00 191.00
JCHAC 2123.80 2166.05 2088.30 2116.20
VTL 621.05 645.00 618.70 621.10
JUBILANT 386.45 386.45 386.45 386.45
VRLLOG 165.55 167.85 163.75 164.90
ECLERX 439.90 465.00 439.90 463.90
SHOPERSTOP 195.50 200.00 191.75 193.85
ASTERDM 102.00 106.50 102.00 104.05
TIMETECHNO 37.00 37.50 34.90 35.30
MHRIL 138.05 143.60 134.20 137.90
TVTODAY 209.80 209.80 206.00 207.00
HIMATSEIDE 58.30 59.60 57.50 57.90
GRSE 149.25 153.00 147.75 149.35
GRINDWELL 515.70 515.70 501.00 508.75
ORIENTREF 150.00 151.20 145.80 146.75
ALLCARGO 71.05 73.35 70.00 72.15
GET&D 90.00 91.00 88.50 90.05
GDL 92.00 97.20 92.00 96.65
SOLARINDS 897.90 897.90 863.70 867.60
TIINDIA 350.10 351.85 345.20 347.65
GAYAPROJ 11.30 11.30 11.30 11.30
JAGRAN 45.55 46.50 45.50 46.20
IIFL 79.25 80.65 76.80 77.85
TEAMLEASE 1625.00 1667.85 1618.65 1651.05
SOMANYCERA 114.00 124.75 112.00 112.10
ZENSARTECH 88.05 93.00 86.00 92.20
DHANUKA 455.00 455.00 426.05 439.85
GULFOILLUB 569.00 585.60 562.95 574.20
INOXWIND 27.65 28.65 27.05 27.30
ITDCEM 40.45 41.25 40.05 40.10
INDOSTAR 265.15 270.00 265.15 268.85
EIHOTEL 77.10 78.85 75.30 77.85
SHANKARA 257.00 259.00 253.00 254.10
MASFIN 659.90 659.90 629.35 629.55
ERIS 475.00 486.00 470.00 484.00
SIS 400.00 401.10 390.00 396.10
STARCEMENT 77.35 77.35 75.10 75.60
CENTRUM 13.00 13.00 12.50 12.70
NBVENTURES 40.00 40.00 38.35 38.65
TVSSRICHAK 1062.85 1073.65 1035.20 1045.35
JSL 29.30 29.30 28.75 28.95
KPRMILL 429.05 449.95 429.05 436.80
MAXINDIA 64.00 64.70 63.00 64.45
TCNSBRANDS 410.30 413.00 400.00 403.75
VAIBHAVGBL 905.00 909.00 872.00 907.80
JSLHISAR 45.00 46.25 45.00 46.25
CREDITACC 441.25 441.25 441.25 441.25
CHALET 170.05 174.00 169.05 170.10

�������	

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 9232.35 9343.60 9170.15 9313.90 126.60
KOTAKBANK 1172.00 1255.00 1158.10 1247.90 95.75
TCS 1780.00 1900.00 1760.85 1867.10 97.60
INFY 647.05 683.65 638.10 675.00 33.15
ICICIBANK 340.25 354.80 338.00 350.80 14.85
HCLTECH 465.00 480.75 462.40 480.00 17.60
ZEEL 157.20 173.40 155.55 157.55 5.70
ONGC 67.50 69.05 66.55 67.25 1.90
EICHERMOT 13800.00 14250.00 13710.00 14079.95 376.65
HINDALCO 109.00 113.30 108.35 111.25 2.95
HDFCBANK 935.00 958.50 912.55 952.10 23.50
ADANIPORTS 273.50 279.70 268.50 278.00 6.10
VEDL 77.75 78.55 76.60 77.55 1.45
BAJAJ-AUTO 2379.70 2446.95 2368.00 2425.00 45.30
M&M 338.00 349.65 331.55 345.90 5.70
WIPRO 179.40 182.60 177.10 181.00 2.45
SUNPHARMA 476.95 487.85 474.35 478.50 4.15
BAJFINANCE 2160.00 2219.10 2112.00 2165.00 16.75
TATASTEEL 270.00 279.00 269.00 270.35 2.00
TECHM 519.00 527.85 509.30 522.00 3.70
ASIANPAINT 1807.00 1845.40 1801.05 1825.00 12.00
ULTRACEMCO 3435.00 3470.00 3406.00 3458.00 16.85
RELIANCE 1367.35 1385.85 1353.30 1370.15 6.55
BPCL 356.85 362.90 352.50 358.20 1.50
CIPLA 590.00 603.90 579.05 589.00 1.80
BRITANNIA 2960.00 3245.00 2918.00 2960.00 7.35
IOC 83.40 85.00 82.80 83.20 0.20
COALINDIA 140.80 144.75 140.10 140.90 0.20
TATAMOTORS 76.75 78.65 75.40 75.90 0.00
MARUTI 5169.00 5244.60 5045.00 5160.00 -20.85
HDFC 1674.90 1687.00 1651.60 1656.00 -8.15
AXISBANK 434.60 439.85 426.05 428.90 -2.25
ITC 182.95 184.00 179.65 181.20 -1.05
DRREDDY 4031.00 4086.00 4009.25 4030.00 -26.80
INFRATEL 169.00 174.55 166.00 166.20 -1.35
GAIL 84.95 88.70 82.75 83.50 -0.70
JSWSTEEL 162.40 166.30 158.70 159.60 -1.60
HEROMOTOCO1900.00 1923.45 1855.00 1869.00 -18.65
LT 860.00 869.50 835.00 843.35 -9.25
BAJAJFINSV 4800.00 4858.00 4705.05 4716.95 -58.80
BHARTIARTL 501.85 507.30 491.05 495.00 -6.40
SBIN 187.75 189.90 185.15 186.20 -2.50
NESTLEIND 17599.95 17800.00 17306.00 17396.00 -246.05
INDUSINDBK 420.00 427.50 407.00 409.40 -6.50
UPL 359.90 366.40 345.70 348.00 -5.65
GRASIM 515.00 517.85 498.70 500.80 -9.60
NTPC 97.45 97.70 94.55 95.35 -2.25
SHREECEM 19050.00 19175.00 18601.05 18748.95 -468.20
POWERGRID 161.50 161.90 157.60 158.15 -4.05
HINDUNILVR 2389.00 2413.00 2308.05 2321.00 -65.15
TITAN 922.25 935.50 905.00 915.90 -35.50

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 23438.50 23828.50 23305.90 23372.65 61.90
IDEA 4.30 4.50 4.15 4.30 0.35
PFC 88.00 92.50 87.60 91.90 4.80
SRTRANSFIN 613.00 660.00 613.00 638.00 31.95
ICICIGI 1149.80 1199.00 1140.00 1193.95 54.55
L&TFH 59.15 63.40 58.55 61.70 2.40
ASHOKLEY 45.95 47.20 45.65 46.65 1.70
NMDC 75.10 78.55 74.65 76.95 2.40
SIEMENS 1135.00 1199.65 1135.00 1165.55 34.00
HINDZINC 168.05 172.00 167.30 171.30 4.60
LUPIN 811.00 837.30 811.00 824.00 17.40
HAVELLS 520.00 534.30 515.00 529.00 11.10
DLF 134.40 138.50 133.00 136.40 2.85
IBULHSGFIN 115.55 121.00 115.00 118.00 2.45
SBILIFE 712.00 732.50 709.00 719.00 14.20
OFSS 2037.00 2069.95 2022.00 2039.00 33.75
PEL 855.00 886.60 847.50 851.70 11.85
PAGEIND 17575.65 18440.25 17575.60 17700.05 227.85
DIVISLAB 2388.00 2454.30 2376.00 2412.00 27.50
GODREJCP 535.00 550.80 535.00 537.10 5.95
BOSCHLTD 10495.00 10828.55 10460.30 10510.00 95.90
MOTHERSUMI 73.80 76.35 73.10 73.70 0.55
BANDHANBNK 199.50 208.00 197.80 200.25 1.40
DMART 2290.05 2350.00 2290.05 2304.00 13.95
CADILAHC 332.20 342.60 330.05 333.25 1.85
PGHH 10801.00 11006.05 10655.00 10780.00 45.30
CONCOR 367.00 373.60 362.90 368.00 1.00
PNB 31.50 31.75 31.00 31.15 0.05
ADANITRANS 199.00 202.05 197.10 199.50 0.30
BANKBARODA 48.60 49.20 48.00 48.35 0.05
PETRONET 222.20 226.90 219.35 222.40 0.20
UBL 935.00 950.00 911.80 922.75 -1.50
PIDILITIND 1548.45 1584.00 1531.15 1534.00 -4.25
DABUR 506.10 516.15 497.05 500.30 -2.40
NIACL 117.20 121.90 117.00 117.50 -0.70
BAJAJHLDNG 1980.00 2005.00 1925.05 1929.00 -23.45
HINDPETRO 212.70 218.35 207.90 209.80 -2.90
BERGEPAINT 529.70 543.00 519.05 522.90 -7.75
NHPC 21.30 21.45 20.70 20.80 -0.35
ICICIPRULI 371.95 386.90 359.80 363.00 -6.35
COLPAL 1507.95 1547.00 1472.05 1481.75 -26.20
HDFCAMC 2626.90 2671.15 2575.50 2580.00 -46.25
AUROPHARMA 645.35 664.45 623.70 629.05 -13.20
MARICO 309.00 315.55 300.00 301.45 -7.40
AMBUJACEM 178.50 179.50 170.40 172.25 -4.25
MCDOWELL-N 544.00 549.15 527.00 527.40 -13.35
GICRE 146.90 146.90 140.00 142.00 -3.95
ACC 1228.95 1237.95 1177.55 1196.00 -33.55
INDIGO 967.45 968.60 926.50 933.00 -26.70
HDFCLIFE 505.00 511.90 486.30 487.85 -15.80
BIOCON 360.50 365.50 344.55 346.60 -14.00
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President Donald Trump has
signed an executive order to

suspend certain types of immi-
gration into the US for 60
days to protect the jobs of
Americans laid off due to the
Covid-19 pandemic that has
ravaged the country’s economy.

The temporary suspension
of immigration will affect those
who are legally seeking entry
into the US for employment
purposes but not the ones who
are already living in the coun-
try, the order said.

Describing it as “a very
powerful order” Trump told
reporters during his daily news
briefing at the White House on
Wednesday that he signed the

order to protect American
workers’ jobs in an economy
pummelled by the Covid-19
pandemic.

“By pausing immigration,
we’ll help put unemployed
Americans first in line for jobs
as America reopens. It would
be wrong and unjust for

Americans laid off by the virus
to be replaced with new immi-
grant labour flown in from
abroad,” he said.

The executive order, which
contains a number of exemp-
tions, released by the White
House, said the new provisions
apply to foreign nationals out-
side the US who do not 
have an immigrant visa that is
valid on the effective date of
proclamation.

It also applies to those for-
eign nationals who do not have
an official travel document
other than a visa that is valid on
the effective date of proclama-
tion or issued on any date
thereafter that permits him or
her to travel to the US and seek
entry or admission.
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Africa has registered a 43 per
cent jump in reported

Covid-19 cases in the last week,
highlighting a warning from
the World Health Organization
that the continent of 1.3 billion
could become the next epi-
centre of the global outbreak.

Africa also has a “very, very
limited” and “very, very
strained” testing capacity, John
Nkengasong, director of the
Africa Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention said in

his weekly briefing on
Thursday.

It means that the surge in
infections on the continent is
likely to be even higher in real-
ity, he said. WHO’s recent
report painted a grim picture
for Africa. It warned the virus
could kill more than 3,00,000
people and push 30 million into
desperate poverty.

Africa still has time to
avert such a disaster, but test-
ing people and tracing virus
cases is critical, said
Nkengasong.

Geneva: The World Health
Organization chief said on
Wednesday he hopes the
United States will reconsider its
freeze in funding for his agency
and vowed to keep working on
“saving lives” despite calls from
some US Lawmakers for his
resignation.

WHO Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
said he hopes the US Believes
the agency is “an important
investment, not just to help
others, but for the US to stay
safe” amid the pandemic.

President Donald Trump
last week announced a tempo-
rary halt to US funding for the
UN Agency, alleging a WHO
cover-up and missteps han-
dling the outbreak. The U.S. Is
the Geneva-based agency’s
biggest donor, providing hun-
dreds of millions of dollars’
worth of support each year.

In Washington, officials
said halt involved new funding
for the WHO, and was expect-
ed to continue for 60 to 90 days.
A group of Republican law-
makers in House of
Representatives last week sug-
gested that Trump should con-
dition any voluntary US Contri-
butions to WHO this year on
Tedros’ resignation. AP
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US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo told his Southeast

Asian counterparts on Thursday
that China is taking advantage
of the world’s preoccupation
with the coronavirus pandem-
ic to push its territorial ambi-
tions in the South China Sea.

Pompeo made the accusa-
tion in a meeting via video to
discuss the outbreak with the
foreign ministers of the 10-
member Association of
Southeast Asian Nations.

Beijing’s expansive territo-
rial claims in the South China
Sea conflict with those of
ASEAN members Vietnam,
Brunei, Malaysia, the
Philippines and Indonesia, and
are contested by Washington,
which has an active naval pres-
ence in the Pacific.

“Beijing has moved to take
advantage of the distraction,
from China’s new unilateral
announcement of administra-
tive districts over disputed
islands and maritime areas in
the South China Sea, its sink-
ing of a Vietnamese fishing ves-
sel earlier this month, and its
‘research stations’ on Fiery
Cross Reef and Subi Reef,”
Pompeo said.

New York: Two cats in New
York State have tested positive
for the novel coronavirus,
marking the first confirmed
case of the Covid-19 infection
in pets in the US, according to
health authorities.

The US Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)
and the United States
Department of Agriculture’s
(USDA) National Veterinary
Services Laboratories (NVSL)
said on Wednesday that the two
cats, who live in separate areas
of New York state, have become
the first pets in the country to
test positive for coronavirus.

“These are the first pets in
the United States to test posi-
tive,” the two agencies said in
a joint statement.  

The agencies said that both
pets had mild respiratory ill-
ness and are expected to make
a full recovery. PTI
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Human trials of an eagerly-
awaited vaccine, devel-

oped by the prestigious Oxford
University, against the novel
coronavirus began in the UK
on Thursday, with scientists
giving it an 80 per cent chance
of success.

The UK government has
pledged 20 million pounds to
support the “ChAdOx1 nCoV-
19” coronavirus vaccine trial
programme, with UK Health
Secretary Matt Hancock saying
the government would “throw
everything at” finding a vaccine
against the deadly virus.

“After all, the upside of
being the first country in the
world to develop a successful
vaccine is so huge that I am
throwing everything at it,” he
said. The vaccine being trialled
is made from a harmless chim-
panzee virus that has been
genetically engineered to carry
part of the coronavirus to be
tested on volunteers aged
between 18 and 55 who are in
good health.
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The leader of Iran’s
Revolutionary Guard

warned Thursday he ordered
his forces to potentially target
the US Navy after President
Donald Trump’s tweet a day
earlier threatening to sink
Iranian vessels.

Iran separately summoned
the Swiss ambassador, who
looks out for America’s interests
in the country, to complain
about Trump’s threat coming
amid months of escalating
attacks between the two coun-
tries.

While the coronavirus pan-
demic temporarily paused
those tensions,

Iran has since begun push-
ing back against the Trump

administration’s maximum
pressure policy both militarily
and diplomatically. 

The Guard also launched
Iran’s first military satellite
Wednesday, unveiling 
a previously secret space 
programme.

Speaking to state television
on Thursday, Guard Gen.
Hossein Salami warned his
forces “will answer any action
by a decisive, effective and
quick counteraction.” 

“We have ordered our
naval units at sea that if any
warships or military units from
the naval force of America’s ter-
rorist army wants to jeopardize
our commercial vessels or our
combat vessels, they must tar-
get those (American) warships
or naval units,” Salami said.
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Two key Madhesi parties in
Nepal on Thursday merged

and launched a new party
named Janata Samajwadi Party,
two days after President Bidya
Devi Bhandari gave her assent
to a controversial bill, allowing
political parties to split.

With the new bill coming
into effect, leaders of political
parties can split their party if
they have 40 per cent support
either in the central committee
or in the parliamentary party.

Samajwadi Party and
Rastriya Janata Party Nepal
(RJPN) on Thursday handed
over a joint application to the
Election Commission to noti-
fy about the unification of the
two parties to form the new
party. The new party has a

combined strength of 34 mem-
bers in the House of
Representatives, making it the
third largest force in the 275-
member Parliament.

Major political parties,
including Nepali Congress,
Rastriya Prajatantra Party, and
the Madhesi parties have voiced
strong opposition to the new
bill and asked the government
to withdraw it, saying it will
bring political instability at a
time when the country is fight-
ing the coronavirus pandemic.

Senior Madhesi leader
Rajendra Mahato has slammed
Prime Minister KP Sharma
Oli, saying the bill was brought
with a view to splitting the
Madhesi party at a time when
the country needed unity and
consensus to contain the out-
break of the coronavirus.
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Struggling to restore nor-
malcy in the US where the

coronavirus has claimed the
lives of more than 48,000 peo-
ple and infected over 8,52,000,
President Donald Trump has
said that the country was
“attacked”.

“We were attacked. This
was an attack. This wasn’’t just
the flu by the way. Nobody has
ever seen anything like this,
1917 was the last time,” Trump
told reporters at his daily White
House news conference on
Wednesday.

He was responding to a
question about the growing US
national debt as a result of the
multi-trillion dollars stimulus
packages that his administra-
tion has come up with to help
people and businesses in dis-
tress as a direct fallout of the
pandemic.

“We have no choice. Do we
have a choice? I’’m always con-
cerned about everything. We
had to fix this problem,” he
said. “We had the greatest econ
omy in the history of the
world... Better than China, bet-
ter than any place,” he said.

SPAIN RECORDS 
440 NEW DEATHS 

Spain has recorded 440
new deaths overnight for the
new coronavirus, bringing the
total confirmed fatalities to
22,157, according to an official
data on Thursday. With more
than 4,600 new positive infec-
tions tested, the reported cases
are now over 200,000, although
the real number is thought to be
far higher because many peo-
ple have not been tested and
studies suggest that people can
be infected without feeling sick.

On Thursday, a new genet-

ic study published by the Carlos
III Institute, Spain’s main epi-
demiology research centre, sug-
gested that the new coronavirus
was spreading in the country
since mid-February, weeks
before the first local contagion
clusters were identified.

The country was celebrat-
ing an atypical World Book
Day on Thursday, which is
marked in the United Kingdom
and Spain on the date in 1,616
of the death of William
Shakespeare and Miguel de
Cervantes, but this year away
from outdoor bookstands.

CHINA REPORTS 27 NEW
ASYMPTOMATIC CASES

China has reported 27 new
asymptomatic coronavirus
cases, taking their total to 984,
while a high-level committee
headed by Premier Li Keqiang
asked health officials to remain
focussed on the targeted con-
tainment of the deadly virus.

Asymptomatic cases refer
to people who are tested Covid-
19 positive but develop no
symptoms such as fever, cough
or sore throat. However, they
pose a risk of spreading the dis-
ease to others. 

Besides the 27 asympto-
matic patients, 10 new con-
firmed COVID cases, includ-
ing six from Chinese returning
from abroad, were reported in
the country on Wednesday.

The four other patients -- three
from Heilongjiang province
bordering Russia and one in
Guangdong province -- were
domestically transmitted,
China’s National Health
Commission (NHC) said on
Thursday.

No death was reported on
Wednesday, the NHC said.

616 MORE DEATHS IN UK
The British Government

said another 616 more people
with the coronavirus have died
in UK hospitals, taking the total
to nearly 19,000.

The daily increase report-
ed was lower than the 759 in
the previous 24-hour period.

The UK’s death toll is the
fourth highest in Europe,
behind Italy, Spain and France,
all of whom have reported
more than 20,000 deaths.

There has been increasing
scrutiny of the UK figures in
recent days for understating the
actual number of people hav-
ing died of Covid-19. They
don’t include those who have
died in care homes or else-
where in the community.

The Government also said
the number of daily tests
increased slightly to more than
23,000. The number remains
well shy of the government’s
target of 100,000 a day by the
end of the month, an ambition
that has met with widespread

skepticism.

ITALY’S DAILY DEATH
TOLL EDGES UP, BUT

NEW CASES FALL
Deaths from the Covid-19

epidemic in Italy climbed by
464 on Thursday, against 437
the day before, the Civil
Protection Agency said, but the
daily tally of new infections
declined to 2,646 from 3,370 on
Wednesday.

The total official death toll
since the outbreak came to light
on Feb. 21 now stands at
25,549, the agency said, the sec-
ond highest in the world after
that of the United States.

The number of confirmed
cases was 189,973, the third
highest global tally behind
those of the United States and
Spain. People registered as cur-
rently carrying the illness fell to
106,848 from 107,699 on

Wednesday, a fourth consecu-
tive daily decline.

There were 2,267 people in
intensive care on Thursday
against 2,384 on Wednesday,
maintaining a long-running
decline. Of those originally
infected, 57,576 were declared
recovered against 54,543 a day
earlier.

SINGAPORE RECORDS
MORE THAN 1,000 CASES

Singapore has recorded
more than 1,000 new cases on
Thursday to bring its total past
11,000. It has now overtaken
South Korea to be the fourth
worst-hit nation in Asia after
China, India and Japan.

Fatality is low at 12. The
numbers have consistently
breached 1,000 daily since
Monday because of aggressive
testing of foreign workers
locked down in crowded dor-
mitories across the city-state.

The upsurge has forced
Singapore to extend its partial
lockdown by another four
weeks until June 1.

RUSSIA’S CASELOAD SUR-
PASSES 60,000

Russia’s reported 
coronavirus caseload has sur-
passed 60,000.

The Government regis-

tered 4,774 confirmed cases on
Thursday, which brought the
country’s total to 62,773. The
official death toll rose to 555,
with 42 people dying since the
Wednesday.

Russia has been in lock-
down since the first week of
April, with the vast majority of
regions ordering residents to
stay home and not go out unless
it’s to buy groceries and medi-
cines or to take out the trash.

As the outbreak picked up
speed, President Vladimir
Putin indefinitely postponed a
nationwide vote on the consti-
tutional reform that would
allow him to stay in power until
2036, as well as the traditional
military parade on Red Square
marking the 75th anniversary
of World War II victory. 

The events had been
scheduled for late April and
early May and had dominated
the Kremlin’s political agenda
for months.
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China could have reported
over 2.32 lakh Covid-19

cases by mid-February — more
than four times of what was
officially announced — if it had
followed a broader criterion to
count the total number of
infections, a study has said.

“We estimated that there
were at least 2,32,000 infections
in the first epidemic wave of
coronavirus in mainland
China,” said University of
Hong Kong researchers, who
conducted a study on the cri-
teria applied by China in
counting number of virus
cases.

According to China’s

National Health Commission
(NHC), the total number of
confirmed Covid-19 cases in
China stood at 82,798 with
4,632 fatalities as of
Wednesday.

China has faced severe
criticism from the US and
other European countries 
over under-reporting of coro-
navirus cases and an alleged
cover-up.

On April 17, China revised
the death toll in virus epicen-
tre Wuhan by 50 per cent to
1,290 additional fatalities, tak-
ing the city’s total toll to 3,869.

The total number of con-
firmed coronavirus cases in
Wuhan was revised to 50,333
an increase of 325, according

to an official announcement on
April 16.

The Wuhan Municipal
Headquarters explained the
revision, saying they were in
accordance to laws and regu-
lations as well as the principle
of being responsible to histo-
ry, the people and the
deceased.

In the study published in
medical journal The Lancet,
researchers said China might
have had 2,32,000 confirmed
cases rather than the official
count of about 55,000 by
February 20, if a revised defi-
nition adopted earlier in the
month had been applied
throughout.

“The true number of infec-

tions could still be higher than
what is currently (being) esti-
mated considering the possi-
bility of under-detection of
some infections, particularly
those that were mild and
asymptomatic even under the
broadest case definitions,” a
news report on the study by
the Hong Kong-based South
China Morning Post said on
Thursday.

The researchers, led by
Peng Wu from the University
of Hong Kong’s School of
Public Health, looked at the
various classification systems
used by the Chinese
Government after the epi-
demic broke out in Wuhan late
December.
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Late morning on Monday,
when I received a call from

a friend at another car compa-
ny asking whether the rumour
that Rudy had passed away, I
dismissed it as a hoax but I did
tell that person that I’d check. A
quick phone call to a former
colleague of Rudy was unfortu-
nately one where the news was
confirmed. Rudratej was 46
and had taken over as BMW
India Group President just eight
months ago, the first Indian in
the top position of the Bavarian
car and bikemaker. His career
began at Dabur but he made a
name for himself at Hindustan
Lever and its parent Unilever,
where he was known as ‘Mr
Pepsodent’ thanks to his success
with the toothpaste brand. His
stint, running the internation-
al business operations at Royal
Enfield, culminated with the
launch of the Indian motorcy-
cle manufacturer’s 650cc V-
twin interceptors. However,
things may not have gone com-
pletely as per Rudy’s plans at
RE.

Well, he landed on his feet
becoming the first Indian boss
at BMW and when I met him
for lunch a week or so after he
took over, we had a great chat
about the luxury market in
India. While Rudy had made
his name selling toothpaste, he
was a luxury connoisseur, espe-
cially of watches. Rudy could
talk for hours about watches,
telling people which one to buy.
The last time I spent a consid-
erable amount of time with him
was at the Indian Car Of The
Year (ICOTY) awards at the JW
Marriott, Delhi Aerocity. He
was wearing a Panerai. But I
know he was angling for a
Uylsse Nardin, the only watch
he said that ever really appre-
ciates in value.

It was from the luxury
watch market, which he said,
had become symptomatic of the
state of the luxury market in
India, which is dominated by
discounts. He wanted to change
that as part of his brief to
transform the fortunes of BMW
in India, which had seen a few
rough years. But now, armed
with a new line-up, especially
the fantastic new 3-series, Rudy
wanted the premium and lux-
ury car market in India to
pivot from being discount-dri-
ven to becoming experience-
driven.

He wanted to highlight that
buying a BMW was buying into
an experience, a family, and not
just a badge, through which it
competed with Audi, Mercedes-
Benz, Jaguar and Volvo with
discounts. “The competition
should be about the different
experiences that different
brands offer,” said he. We were
supposed to have met in
Chennai, on March 9, when
BMW India introduced the
facelifted X1. The event was
later cancelled due to the ongo-
ing Coronavirus pandemic. In
a text, I’d mentioned to him that
we’d meet again soon. But that
never happened.

I feel really gutted that
Rudy died not just because he

was so young or just a few years
older than me but also because
it came just two weeks after
BMW India lost their sales
head Mihir Dayal after a battle
with cancer. Ironically, one of
Rudy’s last tweets was him
mourning Mihir’s death and he
presciently, it seems in retro-
spect, said that he would join
Mihir soon.

My deepest condolences to

Rudy’s family, his friends as well
as his colleagues both at BMW
India and his previous work-
places. It is truly painful to lose
someone at a time like this
where we cannot even go to a
funeral or remember someone
at a prayer meeting. But Rudy
did leave his mark on the
Indian premium car industry
and he will be remembered
fondly.

Not too long back, stepping into a
store, trying out several outfits and
purchasing the one with the best

fit and style was a routine. But that will
not be the case anymore. In the
Coronavirus-hit world, fashion companies
have been forced to halt their operations
as all the stores are shut and the supply
chains are left hanging mid-way. 

The major question here is — What
will happen to the industry when the pan-
demic is over? Fashion designer Payal Jain
says that the fashion world has been mov-
ing towards change for the last decade, as
fashion weeks have been logistically and
monetarily strained. This global shift will
certainly bring change to the formats we
have been used to and force us to rethink
the entire model. A lot of the interaction
that happens during fashion weeks can
easily move online but sadly, the experi-
ence of watching a show cannot. Like
everything else around us, we will need
to be creative and build platforms that
don’t endanger anyone’s life and health.
Large gatherings will be a thing of the past
and new platforms will evolve. Life and
fashion after COVID-19 will certainly not
be the same!

����������
Right from consumer choices, pric-

ing to upcycling and sustainability, the
fashion industry might undergo massive

changes. It may, at the same time, give rise
to new themes and trends as cash flow is
less. Ayushi Gudwani, founder and CEO,
FableStreet, says, “No matter what, the
industry is here to stay undoubtedly.
However, the consciousness of the cus-
tomer, both about the costing and the
products, is going to evolve. There will be
new trends. The functionality of the gar-
ment will take precedence over style.
Things like anti-microbial, multiple-use
wear or easy to wash and quick-dry would
become much more important over styl-
ish garments. You would want to ensure
that your outfits are regularly sanitised.”
She goes on to add that the boundaries
between office wear and evening wear
would start blurring as people would want
to use multi-purpose garments from
morning to evening. They wouldn’t want
to buy 10 outfits but prefer one. This
mindset is here to stay. 

In terms of pricing, the focus will be
more on value for money products so high
and luxury fashion might take a back seat.
Ayushi agrees and says, “Yes, this is
because the consumers are becoming fair-
ly conscious about where to spend. We
will go through a difficult time for more
than one-and-a-half years. And likely to
go through recession and job losses too.
So people would like to save money, espe-
cially in men’s fashion. Overall, the mind-
set of conserving cash and focussing on

value will prevail.”
While the pandemic has put brakes

on the fashion industry, Sana Jhamb,
director, PR and business development,
Epistle Communications, believes that this
is short-term and expects a gradual pick
up. Focus on upcycling and sustainabil-
ity will become a norm instead of just
being a short-term trend. “The industry
is likely to develop more transparent, sus-
tainable, localised, and self-sufficient
supply chains,” adds she.

While agreeing with Ayushi over drop
in purchase of fast fashion and a shift
towards comfort and sustainability, there
are a few emerging trends which Sarika
Grover, co-founder, Green Giraffes
Consulting, shares. “An inclination
towards athleisure brands is being predict-
ed as most of the people would want to
be active at home. Athleisure was already
a growing trend and category and is now
expected to do better than any other seg-
ment in the sector.” She adds that we will
also see smaller collections and less
number of Stock Keeping Units (SKUs)
per season for a few years as expenditure
on clothing will reduce.
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Nothing can quite replicate the expe-
rience of trying out clothes for the per-
fect fit and flattering silhouettes before

buying. That was the reason brands like
Myntra started the “Try and Buy” offer to
cut through customer apprehension about
how a particular garment would look. As
a result, online fashion was increasingly
becoming comfortable for customers to
shop but this too, along with offline stores,
will suffer setbacks. In a situation, where
maintaining distance is the main solution,
how can one ensure that the outfit one is
trying out is safe? 

Payal says that new and creative
ways of accessing sizes and deciding fits
will probably evolve so that people feel
more comfortable buying online or at
retail outlets without being apprehensive.
Designer Purvi Doshi feels that the fash-
ion business will gradually evolve as an
online business as people will start pre-
ferring it more. However, contrary to this
belief, Ayushi makes an important point.
“People assume that trial will become
riskier in a retail setup. However, they miss
that in an online setup, returned products
are re-sent. This will become risky because
one will not have control over these gar-
ments as to how many people wore it and
if that is safe,” she says.

She goes on to add that trials are
important but these will reduce in due
course of time. The consumer will become
smarter. For example, if the style of a par-
ticular brand fits you well, you would just
want to pick up a fresh piece rather than

trying it out. From the brand perspective,
she says, that they will have to be extreme-
ly conscious to ensure that the outfits are
safe and sanitised. “We can reduce the
overall trial to 40-50 pieces and the
remaining will be kept fresh. Then those
tried pieces will have to be sent back to
the manufacturing unit to be sanitised.
Meanwhile, the fresh stock can be used
for trials,” adds she.

Focus and trust on the brand you’re
purchasing from will become very impor-
tant. She also raises her concern about the
unorganised market as it will become risky
and organised players and trustworthy
brands will take precedence.

Well, fashion stores will never be the
same again for one more reason — we will
now be more cautious of gatherings.
People will be really conscious and would
want to maintain social distancing. “Stores
will need to put a lot of safeguards in place.
For instance, not allowing entry of more
than a particular number of visitors at a
particular time. Ensuring that people
maintain a reasonable distance from
each other. We are also coming up with
ideas such as creating a “by appointment
only” section where the access will be
given to only a limited number of people
during a given time period,” says Ayushi. 

Maintaining hygiene in the stores is
must. The pandemic has made people
hyper-aware of these issues and hygiene
standards will have to increase. “The
clothes should be steam-ironed and
sanitised. The trial rooms will have to be
equipped with face mask, sanitisers and
hand gloves,” says Purvi. 

Sana expects a slow pick-up in brick-
and-mortar shops. Online sales are like-
ly to increase while physical retail will see
a return to normalcy only after a safe time
has passed. 

Agreeing with Purvi, Grover adds,
“AI Virtual trial rooms would become
important. There are a few companies
who have built these softwares. I can walk
into a store and based on my measure-
ments and other attributes, shortlist gar-
ments. So this will help me to buy gar-
ments based on the virtual fitting or at
the very least, try a lesser number of gar-
ments.”

'���!���� ���!��"��#��
Rental fashion market will become

very risky as people will be hesitant to rent
clothes. They won’t be sure about the
number of people who have worn or rent-
ed a certain dress before them. Naturally,
this would make them apprehensive
about safety. The market will have to
ramp up its hygiene standards to assure
customers that they are safe. “People’s hes-
itation is likely to drive down sales, ini-
tially, but as new processes and systems
are put into place, a new normal will
emerge,” says Grover. 

Earlier, price was an important fac-
tor for the success of rental companies.
Going forward, now it would be a com-
bination of price and hygiene.
“Communication around care and
hygiene would drive the business.
Packaging would need to be re-looked.
Conversations have already begun on
materials and how long the virus can stay
on a cardboard box,” adds she. Ayushi
adds, “The price value equation will
undergo changes. Consumers would not
be ready to pay more and want that the
rentals are sanitised in the same cost.” 

Another trend that may see an
upward spiral is that people would be
comfortable with repeating the outfits and
upcycling existing ones rather than rent-
ing. Ayushi says, “People would prefer
buying one quality garment.”

Sana holds out a sliver of hope, “Once
the threat is over, we will fall back into
the same routine, perhaps with some
added precautions.”

Randeep Hooda is glad to be the
first Indian male actor doing a

Hollywood action film, and the
Bollywood star says it feels great to
be able to break stereotypical refer-
ences of Indian characters in the
West.

Randeep will be entering
Hollywood as Saju in Netflix’s
Extraction ,  starring Chris
Hemsworth and David Harbour.
Randeep has stepped out of his
comfort zone to make an action-
packed entry in the West.

“I was glad to get the film on
two to three levels. I got to feature
as the first Indian male actor doing
action in a Hollywood film.
Breaking the stereotypes of IT pro-
fessionals, millionaires or comic
relief in a film. It was great that I was
able to break that barrier,” Randeep
said.

He added, “I haven’t done hand
to hand action much. I have an
action image but haven’t done
much of it (on screen). So, this was
a new thing. It was a new territory
for me as an actor, to be able to use
other factors and not just drama,
and to be able to use my body and
learn new things. I really enjoyed it.
And even felt safe while doing it
because they were so well prepared.
I was elated and grateful that I got
to do this part.”

In the film, Saju is the one who
brings Hemsworth’s Tyler Rake on
board to the extraction of his boss’
child. The character is layered,
with an emotional vein adding a
touch of sensitivity in the action-
packed story.

“The layers in the part are a
result of discussions, and Sam

Hargrave’s vision from discussions,
ranging from mutually favourite
films and writers. And then (it was
a result of) adding a universal
emotional angle, which is the fam-
ily. It deals a lot with that, and want-
ing to create a difference from the
point you first see this guy to the last
time you see this guy. His journey
was a very gratifying experience,”
Randeep said while explaining his
role.

Originally titled Dhaka, the
film revolves around Tyler Rake
(essayed by Hemsworth), a fearless,
black market mercenary, who
embarks on the most deadly extrac-
tion of his career when he is enlist-
ed to rescue the kidnapped son of
an imprisoned international crime
lord. It has been shot extensively in
India, along with other places
around the world.

(Extraction releases on Netflix
today.) —IANS

2���-#�3"� ���%
4"� !�#��"�%�,'�#5

(�!�!/����%�(��

:,16!'�7���!

�,��!�
@�C�,�>$�1�'�6� �����������.74������������������������
�����������������������������������������������������

3�C6�3
'��7�-3
�
������	��!������
�����.����������	�
 �����%����!
��%	�!������%����������%�	��
�������	���  �����
	��
�!�%���/���������!
 ��.	���
	�
�'�A'+3 '+�(*�



�
��	
��$%

�&�*����������������� �������  !"� # #

���0���0���������������
0�����	������
● 4��� ���������#�B�J��A�
● 5���������B�/&N;��A�
● 6����������B�/&N;
�A�
● ���(��
● 5���������
&���	�
● 7�2����������
��������������*B*
��������������������
�������������������&
● !����������������
��������������������
���������� ��������
(�������������������������&
● !��� ����������� ���������������(���&���������� ���
�����������������������������������������(���&�������
������� � �����(��(����������������������� �����(����
#�(����������������������������������&
● �������������������������&
!�
	����������������>

��	����������

��6�����		����		���
0�����	������

● 7��������B�*�����

● .�(���������������������������B
*���� �

● �������F �������������GB�J

● ���������F �������������GB
J

● ���#�����B�*����J�����

● -������������B�*�����

● .�����B�J������

● 1�������������

● .��������#���F �����
�������GB�O�

&���	�

● �����������������������
����������#��������������
�������������������������������
��E���� �������������������
��������&

● �������2��(����������
������������������������#���
���#������������������������
����&

● �� ��(�������������������
���������2����� ���J/��������&

● 	����������������(�����������
*9J������������������&�!����
���������������������� ������&

● =�������������������� ���

�������������������������������
��������&

● �������������������������
���������������&�

● 1����������������������
��������������&

● ����������������������������
� ��������������������2����&
1��#�&
!�
	������������	�>

������0�������	���
0�����	������

● ���� �������*J)����)���B�3/���

● 	��������������B�*;���

● 1��(��������B�*;���

● 
������������B�*;���

● 	������������9�����9�����������B�

*/���

● ����(�������������������

&���	�

● ������������(������������������
��(�������������(������������������������
����&

● 1�������������#�������(����������������
�����������������(������(����&���$�������
���&

● �����������������(������������������&

● ����������������������������#�&

!�
	�����������������%�������(������
���
��)������
��%����������>

���76���������6����������
�������$�������7�����0
�77
0�����	������

● 1��(�����B�*��������

● 	������������(���F�������GB�M

● 
((B�*

● !����� ���� �	��� �������������
F�������G

● ��������������B�*������

● �����������������B�Q����

● 1�����������������������

● ���#�����B�J������

● �����������B�;����3

● ����������R�B�;/�(��

● =�������������B�J�

● �����B�*�

● .������#��B�0����M
&���	�

● ��������������(��������������&�!����
 ���������� ��������������� ���������
�������������������&�.�����������������
����#������������&�5����������&

● ������������������������������������
���������������#��&����������(�����
��������R������(�����������&�

● ���������2��)(��������(��������
������������������&�!���������2���
����������������� ��� �#���������&�

● !�������������������	��� �����
������������������������������������
������������&

● !������������������������R����
�������������(����������������
(�����������&�

● !������������(����������(��������
����������������2�����&�

● 5�������������������������� ������
�����(������������������������� �����
�((&�

● -���������������(����������������
����������������� ������((&��������
���������������(������������������
� �����������������������((&�1��#�
���&

!�
	�����!���������	����������	

������		��/����
*���>�

����������		
�		
���
0�����	������

● =�����(�������������B�J�����

● -����� ����B�J�����

● @�((���B�*&*9J�����

● ���B�J�����

● ��������������B�;�

● ��������B�*�����
&���	�

● �������������������#������)
�������� �����F�����G����
���������������&

● !���������(������������ �����
�����������(�&

● !��������������� ��� �������
����������������� ������������
���(�&�:������������&

��7�����<��

● ��������������� � ������
(������������������(����&�:���
�����&

● ��������#����������������
�((��������Q������ ������&
@�((����������#���������������
���������������� �����������&
:�����������(�����������(������

�����������������������&

● '�������(������������������
�����((���������&�1��������������
 �����������������&�1�������  
���� ����&

● 	������������� ��������� ��
���  ��(&�7��������������������

��������������������
��������������������������� ���
�����&

● '����������������������
������2&�!���������������� ��
���������&

● 7���������������������������2

�������������������� ��
���  ��(&

��7�8�8��)*�=�@��

● ������������������ ���������
���������� ��(����������������(���
������������&

● -����������((�������  ��(���
����������&������������(�����
�������������(������#������
���  ��(&

● 4�����������(����#���
����������������������������
���&����������(������� ����������
���#����������&

● ���������������������������&
6������������������������� ������
������������������������������
���� ����&

● ���������� ������������������
�����(� ����������� ��������&

● 4������������������ ����
���� ��������#��������������������
����&�����#�������������������&

● 1��#��������������(���&

!�
	�����!�������!�������4�E���

.��
�4��������	����
�	������������
�>�

For all of us who are experiencing this
moment, it is certainly a watershed
time. From now on, we would always

talk about life before and after the pandem-
ic as nothing will ever be the same.
Eating out was one of those things that we
did without giving it a second thought as
we took it for granted. Birthdays, anniver-
saries, catching up with friends, not in a
mood to cook — all were good enough
reasons to eat out. But with the lockdown
and social distancing in place, dining out
is certainly not an option, at least for some-
time. But that does not have to mean that
you miss out on dishes that you savour.
Most of the five star hotels in the city have
tapped the delivery route to dish out the
favourites of their patrons. Many have seen
a spike in delivery which earlier formed
almost a negligible part of the services that
they offered. 

Executive Chef Vikram Ganpule at
Andaz, Delhi says that a definite rise can
be seen, “On a daily basis, at Annamaya
restaurant there were three-four deliver-
ies earlier. The number has now jumped
to 10-12 orders per day.” But what has real-
ly surprised him is the rise in the demand
for artisanal breads which, he says, they are
making in larger quantities than was
done during pre-lockdown.

According to Vivek Shukla, general
manager, The LaLiT New Delhi and cor-
porate affairs, deliveries have climbed up
by 50 per cent at the hotel.

When it is about food, there are
bound to be some dishes which are pre-
ferred more than the others. Biryani, in its
multifarious variations, certainly makes the
cut for most hotels and restaurants. Rohit
Arora, area general manager, THE Park

New Delhi says that it is this rice dish along
with pizzas and pastries from Flurys that
diners want to dig into most. The hotel can
send it directly to its and has also enrolled
the services of different delivery platforms
for the same. 

Ganpule lists something more specif-
ic. With the outbreak of the virus, there is
certainly an increased focus on health and
eating more wholesome food. “Our mil-
let biryani, both with chicken and vegeta-
bles, has been ordered quite a few times.
Then there are the good old favourites like
butter chicken, kebabs and tikkas that have
found favour. Our regular customers also
specially request for our Lamb chops and
Homestyle chicken curry which were pop-
ular on our regular menu but weren’t
included on the delivery one. Even though
people are a little wary of salads, Nutrition
bomb which we make with in-house
grown microgreens is also popular,” says
Ganpule. The hotel has tied up with deliv-
ery services for the transport of the 30 odd
selected items which is done in two slots,
one at lunchtime and the other for dinner. 

At LaLit too, it is the signature dish-

es that rule the menu. “Biryani, Dal
Baluchi and chicken are the ones that are
the ordered the most. There is a definite
spike in bakery products — cakes, breads
and other desserts also,” says Shukla. The
Lalit Suri Hospitality Group’s outdoor
catering vertical, The Lalit Food Truck
Company looks after larger orders and
more elaborate customised and bulk menu
for families. This operates from eight in the
morning to six in the evening while a spe-
cial midnight menu can be delivered
from 11 at night to four in the morning.
Smaller orders are delivered through
Swiggy and Zomato from 11 in the morn-
ing to 11 at night. The menu for this has
snacks, grills, sandwiches biryani, main
course dishes and desserts. 

A new player on the delivery scene,
Roseate Hotels & Resorts which started the
service as recently as April 10, has seen the
maximum interest in its bakery products
like cakes, breads and more. These are
delivered from seven in the morning to 10
at night. Interestingly, the delivery menu
has a spread which includes macaroons for
those with a sweet tooth as well as snacks

like sandwiches, burgers and more. There
are Indian restaurant specialities like
Tandoori paneer tikka, Silbatte ki shammi,
Murgh Kolhapuri, Chukundar chilgoze ki
tikki, Malabar fish and more.

The selections are done and the idea
that it can land on your table any moment
does not necessarily mean that we can eat

it without any apprehensions in the new
world that has established its hold on our
minds and hearts. Food delivery needs to
be safe as became apparent when a pizza
delivery boy infected with COVID-19 vis-
ited 72 households before being detected
with the virus. So even though it can lead
to a little more time, safety is paramount
in days of the Coronavirus.

The checks at Andaz are at two levels
— in the kitchen and also for the delivery
service boys. Ganpule says, “We ensure in-
house hygiene, temperature checks, social
distancing and mask wearing without a
single deviation. Since the lockdown, the
team is staying in the hotel and when they
come from their rooms, there is a specif-
ic path that they follow. Their temperatures
are checked thrice everyday while enter-
ing, exiting the kitchen and once in
between. There is a hygiene manager, who
ensures that all the protocols are followed
and that everyone is wearing gloves,
masks while working.” Moreover, the
hygiene standards are extended to the
delivery services too as the temperatures
of people who come to collect the food are
checked as is the fact that they wear gloves
and masks. 

The LaLit is ensuring safety on its part
by following all suggested sanitisation
processes by WHO. The teams have been
given intensive training, the property is
regularly fumigated and kitchen surfaces
cleaned. “All staff working in the kitchens
and hotel premises are wearing face masks
and hand gloves. All products — groceries
and vegetables — are first collected at the
landing bay, where they are washed and
sanitised, before going to the kitchens for
use. Our delivery channels ensure that the

delivery men have gone through proper
hygiene training. The food also has dou-
ble layer of packing, so guests can easily
discard the outside layer to avoid surface
contact,” says Shukla.  

Roseate too is doing its bit. Dr Ankur
Bhatia, executive director, Roseate Hotels
& Resorts points out, “We have contact less
delivery and ensure safe packaging (dou-
ble outer layer), multiple frequent sanita-
tion of our kitchen utensils, regular tem-
perature checks of all involved personnel
to ensure safe food delivery.”

Neeraj Tyagi, Director of Culinary,
Pullman & Novotel New Delhi Aerocity
says that they are adhering to internation-
al standards as the food is prepared with
the best in class safety measures and
hygiene standards. “The delivery organi-
sations too are using strict safety and
hygiene protocols,” he says. The hotel does
not deliver on its own but has tapped into
the two food delivery services like the oth-
ers. 

Shukla says that the reason for the
spike in delivery is because people are
looking for a change. Bhatia points out the
reason why hotels score when it comes to
deliveries. He says, “Guests are slightly
more comfortable to order directly from
the hotel considering hygiene factors as
compared to their neighbourhood restau-
rants. Moreover, the team is in constant
touch with regular guests and at times goes
out of its way to deliver favourites even if
they are not a part of our customised menu.” 

So the next time that you are craving
for a meal from your favourite hotel, all
you need to do is place that phone call or
simply log in to your favourite ordering
platform.
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The Tokyo 2020 Olympics cannot be delayed beyond
the year-long postponement already forced by the

coronavirus outbreak, the organising committee’s pres-
ident has warned in comments published on Thursday.

Tokyo 2020 president Yoshiro Mori said there is
“absolutely no” chance of postponing the Games beyond
their rescheduled July 23, 2021 opening, according to
Kyodo News agency.

“Also thinking about athletes and issues over Games
management, it is technically difficult to delay it by two
years,” Mori was quoted as saying.

Mori said he had earlier asked Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe whether Japan should consider a two-year postpone-
ment but “the prime minister decided that one year is the
way to go”. Organisers and Japanese officials have said the
delayed Olympics will be a chance to showcase the world’s
triumph over the coronavirus, but questions have arisen
about whether even a year's postponement is sufficient.

Earlier this week, a Japanese expert who has criticised
the country’s response to the coronavirus warned he is
“very pessimistic” that the postponed Olympics can be
held in 2021.

He said holding the Games would require not only
Japan but also the rest of the world to have the virus under
control.

����� .
�5�'

German league football is pre-
pared to resume without

spectators on May 9, making it the
first major European league back
in action, but the final go-ahead
rests with political leaders, its chief
executive said Thursday.

Following a meeting with
Germany’s top clubs, Christian

Seifert said the league, sus-
pended since March 13

because of the corona-
vorus pandemic, is
“ready” to return next
month.

Seifert stressed
though that Chancellor
Angela Merkel’s gov-
ernment and state lead-

ers will make the final
decision. They are due to
meet next Thursday.

“It is solely down to what the
political leaders decide,” Seifert
said in a video press conference.

“The Bundesliga is ready —
regardless of whether it can con-
tinue on 9 May or at a later date.”

Germany has been less affect-
ed by the pandemic than other
European countries, partly due to
mass testing.

But the move to allow play-

ers to resume competition is
being treated with caution and
Seifert stressed that hygiene pre-
cautions would have to be strict-
ly observed.

The players must be tested
regularly, given an 11-point code
of conduct and hygiene officers
would be appointed to each team
to ensure the guidelines are
adhered to.

“Games without spectators
are not what we want, but they
seem to be the only feasible way,”
said Seifert.

“We try to take the best pos-
sible precautions through certain
measures.”

The Bundesliga CEO said
only around 200 people will be
allowed in the stadium for each
game, including players, coaches,
officials and media. Social dis-
tancing will be observed off the
pitch.

“When 200 people are in the
stadium, where 70,000 people are
normally expected, it’s easy to
keep your distance,” said Seifert.

The leaders of the powerful
states of Bavaria — home to
Bayern Munich — and the foot-
ball hotbed state of North-Rhine
Westphalia have backed foot-
ball’s resuming.


	��	�� England pace bowlers
James Anderson and Stuart Broad
have set their sights on a final Ashes
series in Australia before they con-
sider retirement.

Anderson and Broad are first
and second respectively in England’s
list of all-time Test wicket-takers, but
both are entering the twilight of their
careers.

Anderson is 37 and has endured
a series of injury problems over the
last 12 months. Although Broad is
four years younger than Anderson,
he believes his career will not last as
long as his fellow paceman.

With the end in sight, both are
eager to keep their England places
long enough for a memorable
farewell Ashes series in Australia in
2021/22.

When asked by Anderson for his
retirement plans during an Instagram
Live Q&A, Broad said: “I don’t think
I could go until your age. Your
action’s so smooth, it looks a lot
calmer on your body whereas mine

is a little more forceful through my
body I think.

“I’d never want to get to that
place where I’m bowling against a 19-
year-old and they’re going, ‘I thought
someone said he used to be a good
bowler’. I’d hate that. I’d prefer to go
that little bit earlier than that little bit
later.

“But I’m loving the environment
at the minute. I love playing for

England.
“I still have huge motivation to

keep playing and you just assess that
year by year. And we’ve got that car-
rot dangling over us of Australia in
Australia which looks like an achiev-
able carrot to grab.”

Anderson sees no reason why he
should not feature when England
next meet their old rivals, as long as
he maintains his high standards.

“The big thing is standards. If
your standards feel like they’re drop-
ping then yeah you might consider
finishing,” he said.

“But as long as my standards stay
high, my fitness levels stay good and
my skills stay where I want them to
be and my speed stays pretty good
which they have been (I’ll keep play-
ing).

“We’ve got an exciting team
and a few young guys who are just
starting out on their journey, we’ve
got some more established guys
and we’ve got two guys who have
been around a long time.” AFP
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The ICC Chief Executives
Committee on Thursday
unanimously agreed to

revamp the Future Tour
Programs (FTP) till 2023, con-
ceding that the “scale and com-
plexity” of getting cricket start-
ed again “cannot be underesti-
mated” in the wake of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The CEC meeting, held via
tele-conference, decided that a
decision on the World Test
Championship (WTC) and the
proposed ODI league, sched-
uled in June, can be taken at a
later date. However, it is a
given that the WTC final is
unlikely to be held in June,
2021 as per the current FTP
cycle and a four-month lag is
expected.

But the T20 World Cup is
on course even though Cricket
Australia CEO Kevin Roberts
said that his board is ready for
any eventuality.

“There was agreement that
the disrupted FTP programme
would need to be collectively
reviewed through to 2023 with
a view to rescheduling as much
of the cricket that has been
postponed due to COVID-19
as possible,” the ICC said in a
statement.

Already, England’s tour of
Sri Lanka stands postponed
along with Australia’s tour of
New Zealand.

Pakistan and the West
Indies’ tours during the English
summer also look to be in seri-
ous doubt. In fact, the West
Indies’ tour is all but post-
poned.

It was also learnt that con-
tingency plans are being made
for the T20 World Cup in
Australia, scheduled for
October and November.

“The CEC was updated
on the continuing contingency
planning for all ICC global
events, including the ICC men’s
T20 World Cup 2020 and the
ICC women’s Cricket World
Cup 2021.

“Planning for both events
as currently scheduled is ongo-
ing.”

When asked about the con-
tingency plans, a CEC member
told PTI, “The complete FTP
has gone for a toss. So, the
remaining part of next three
years will be revamped.

“Although all these Test
series are part of the WTC, but
bilateral series is an agreement

between two countries. So, all
the rescheduled series will take
time.

“So, while all the league
phase of WTC was set to be
completed by March 2021, it is
simply not possible now as
there will be a few more Test
series that will be disrupted.

The CEC member said
that New Zealand might not
travel to Bangladesh.

“So expect at least a four-
month lag in WTC cycle,” he
said.

ICC’s official line is that
“discussions and decisions on
this and the future of both the
World Test Championship and

the ICC men’s cricket World
Cup Super League will be held
at a later date when there is a
greater understanding of the
impact of the cricket that has
been lost on the competitions.”

Chair of the ICC Medical
Committee, Dr Peter Harcourt
provided a general medical
update to the meeting and the
challenge that the governing
body is facing.

“The situation is rapidly
evolving and full of significant
risk as there is still a lot to learn
about COVID-19 which can
make decision making difficult.

“The ICC Medical
Committee is working with

Member medical representa-
tives to build a comprehensive
picture of the issues cricket is
facing,” he said.

Harcourt made it clear that
the roadmap for resumption
will be different for different
countries depending on the
medical situation.

“This will consider every-
thing from player preparation
to government restrictions and
advisories and bio-bubbles.”

He admitted that it is
indeed a complex situation
caused by the pandemic which
has resulted in lakhs of deaths.

“The scale and complexity
of getting cricket started again

cannot be underestimated par-
ticularly with respect to a glob-
al event.

“The more teams, venues
and cities involved in an event,
the greater the risk which has
to be assessed and managed.”

ICC Chief Executive Manu
Sawhney said said there were
several complexities involved in
being able to stage ICC global
events.

“...They will be carefully
considered before any decisions
are arrived at in the best inter-
ests of the game,” he said.
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The next European Championship will continue to
be called Euro 2020 despite being postponed by a

year to 2021, UEFA confirmed on Thursday.
Following an Executive Committee meeting of

European football’s governing body by videoconfer-
ence, UEFA said maintaining the same name would
be a way of remembering the coronavirus pandemic
and the difficult times faced by the continent this year
as a result.

In addition, and most importantly, UEFA had
already produced huge amounts of branded merchan-
dising before the tournament was put back by a year.

“This choice is in line with UEFA’s commitment
to make Euro 2020 sustainable and not to generate
additional amounts of waste,” it said in a statement.

“A change to the name of the event would have
meant the destruction and reproduction of such items.”
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The next women’s European Championship in

England has been put back a year to 2022, UEFA con-
firmed on Thursday, after initially being postponed as
a knock-on effect of the coronavirus crisis.

European football’s governing body confirmed that
the competition will be staged from July 6-31, 2022.

“When we had to take an urgent decision on the
postponement of UEFA Euro 2020, we always had the
impact on UEFA women’s Euro 2021 in mind,” said
UEFA president Aleksander Ceferin.

“We have carefully considered all options, with our
commitment to the growth of women’s football at the
forefront of our thinking.”

Dismissing concerns that the
women’s game might
be considered an
afterthought, Ceferin
added that the move
to 2022 ensured that
the women’s Euro
would be given
“the spotlight it
deserves”.

Moving the
Euros to 2022
also avoids any
clash with the
T o k y o
O l y m p i c s ,
which have
been pushed
back a year to
2021. 

��	�� Qualification for the next
Champions League should be “on sport-
ing merit” if domestic leagues cannot be
completed but countries should “explore
all possible options” to finish seasons sus-
pended because of the coronavirus cri-
sis, UEFA said on Thursday.

“If a domestic competition is prema-
turely terminated for legitimate rea-
sons...UEFA would require (leagues) to
select clubs for the UEFA club compe-
titions 2020/21 based on sporting merit”
in the current season, European football’s
governing body said.

That means that, while it remains
hopeful that suspended seasons can
still somehow be completed, UEFA is
now willing to consider “legitimate rea-
sons” to terminate leagues now, with cur-
rent standings considered final and used
as a basis for teams to qualify for the next
Champions League and Europa League.

The announcement comes with sev-
eral countries looking to bring an early
end to their football seasons because of
the complications of lockdowns imposed
due to the health situation. AFP

������ Andy Murray has said that
he would “definitely” play in the
rescheduled French Open in
September, if it is able to take place
as planned.

The tennis season has been shut
down due to the coronavirus pan-
demic since last month and will not
resume until mid-July at the earli-
est.

Wimbledon has been cancelled
and Roland Garros organisers con-
troversially moved the French Open
until September 20-October 4,
starting just a week after the end of
the US Open, from its usual start
date in May.

“I’d definitely play on the clay,
if it goes ahead,” former world num-
ber one Murray told CNN.

“I’m a bit sceptical whether it
will. I would imagine tennis would
be one of the last sports to get back
to normality because you’ve obvi-

ously got players, coaches and
teams coming from all over the
world into one area.

“I’d be surprised if they’re back
playing sport by September time,
but we’ll see.” AFP
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India wicket-keeper-bats-
man Dinesh Karthik has

revealed he thought he
was going to be picked by
Chennai Super Kings CSK)
for the inaugural edition of
the Indian Premier League
(IPL).

Karthik stated he was
almost sure to be snapped
up by CSK as he was ‘the
biggest name from Tamil
Nadu’ at the time. But the
move never materialised as
CSK bought MS Dhoni for
then record sum and did-
n’t go for Karthik at all.

“In 2008, I was in

Australia and the auction
was happening. In the lead
up to that, I was convinced
that the biggest name from
Tamil Nadu who is also
playing for the country...I’m
sure they (Chennai Super
Kings) are going to pick
me. The question is
whether they are going to
make me the captain or
not...that was going on in
my head. And the first
name they picked as
Dhoni, for 1.5 million and
he was sitting right around
the corner with me. And he
didn’t even tell me that they
are going to pick him,”
Karthik told Cricbuzz.

“Probably he didn’t
know. But that was the
biggest dagger to my
heart. So I thought that
they would pick me later.
It’s been 13 years and I am
still waiting for that elu-
sive call from CSK.”

Karthik has been sort
of a journeyman in the
cash-rich league and has
played for teams likes
Delhi Daredevils (now
Delhi Capitals), Kings XI
Punjab, Mumbai Indians,
RCB, Gujarat Lions and
now Kolkata Knight
Riders, where he led the
team to play-offs last
term.
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England players
would not mind

being quarantined
together for a month if
that’s what resump-
tion of international
cricket will require in
a world ravaged by
the Covid-19 pan-
demic, all-rounder
Chris Woakes has
said.

“If players have to
be put in quarantine
for a period of time, I
think players would be
happy to do so,”

Woakes was quoted as
saying by
Telegraph.Co.Uk.

“...If it was at a
venue where we
stayed on site, players
would be happy to do
so. But it depends how
long for.

“If they said it was
going to be for three
months, I think play-
ers might not be too
keen. But if it was a
three-to-four week
window, I think guys
would be open to do
that without too many
issues,” he added.
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Veteran India off-spinner
Harbhajan Singh on

Thursday said the current
Indian team lacks a match-win-
ner down the order and is too
dependent on Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma.

“This team is too
dependent on Virat and
you (Rohit). After Virat
and you are gone, we lose
70 percent of the match-
es. Lower down the order
few (players are there
who can) win match-
es,” Harbhajan said
during an
Instagram chat

with India limited overs vice-
captain Rohit.

“During our
time, we had the

trust that
s o m e o n e

wil l  make
runs even after

top three is out,
taaki match na nikal

jaaye haath se
(match does not slip

out of our hands).
This is one area I
think this team can
work on. You need

to find more match-
winners,” said

Harbhajan, India’s third
highest wicket-taker

in Test cricket.
“Like you (Rohit) had great

World Cup (2019). But one had
a great World Cup and we reach
the semi-finals. Had we got
three who did well in the World
Cup, we could have won”

The ace offie, who helped
India win the 2011 50-over
World Cup, also heaped praise
on KL Rahul saying he is anoth-
er match-winner besides Virat
and Rohit and can bat anywhere
in the order.

“Apart from you (Rohit)
and Virat, KL Rahul is a real
match-winner. He can play at
No 5, 6 and can open as well,”
said the Turbanator, as he is
fondly called.
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Rohit Sharma’s target is to
help the Indian team win

two of the three World Cups
they are slated to be part of in
the near future, the limited
overs vice-captain and ace bats-
man said on Thursday.

India are scheduled to take
part in the 2020 T20 World
Cup later this year in Australia
followed by another T20 World
Cup in India next year. Then
there is the 2023 50-over World
Cup. India, led by Virat Kohli,
lost in the semi-finals of the
2019 World Cup to New
Zealand.

“We know we have three
World Cups coming up.
Among the three World Cups,
we should win atleast two.
That is my goal,” Rohit said
during an Instagram chat with
ace off-spinner Harbhajan
Singh.

Rohit also said the Indian
team is working on giving
players a longer rope and back-
ing them to express them-
selves over a period of time.

“We do talk about backing
players and giving them a
longer run. We are trying to
give players batting at No 5,6,7
a longer rope,” he said.

“I understand the captain
(Virat Kohli) and head coach
(Ravi Shastri) are under pres-
sure to pick team while others
are sitting out,” he added.

The Indian team has drawn
flak for sometime for not giv-
ing players enough time to set-
tle in the team. They were
heavily criticised for not find-
ing a stable No 4 batsman for
the World Cup with first KL
Rahul and then Vijay Shankar
slotting in that role.

“When I came in the team,
I was also in and out. It is on
the individual how he makes
most of the opportunity and
take it forward. We need to

back players. He should get his
chance otherwise he will always
be in two minds,” stressed the
32-year old who leads Mumbai
Indians in the Indian Premier
League (IPL).

Rohit also heaped praise on
teammate Rahul, saying he
loves watching him bat from
the other end. Rahul has been
in good form and did well dur-
ing India’s tour of New Zealand.

“I love watching KL bat
from the other end. He is a very
good looking batsman. He is
very pleasing to the eye.”

Rohit also spoke highly of
young batsman Shubman Gill,
saying the 20-year old is India’s
future.

“Gill is also a fluent bats-
man. He is India’s future. When
he will get his chance and
score consistently, he will get
that confidence.”

Asked to name five Indian
batsmen he is fond of, Rohit
said: “Sachin (Tendulkar),
Rahul (Dravid), Virender
(Sehwag), VVS Laxman, and
Sourav Ganguly.”
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Dubai : Cricket Australia (CA)
chief executive Kevin Roberts
on Thursday hinted at a possi-
ble change in dates for the T20
World Cup, saying “we are
exploring all other options” to
stage the event, which is orig-
inally scheduled for October-
November.

“Cricket Australia is work-
ing closely with the ICC, the
Local Organising Committee
and the Australian govern-
ment so we have a comprehen-
sive understanding of exactly
what it will take to be able to
play the ICC Men’s T20 World
Cup 2020 in October in
Australia as planned,” Roberts
said.

He attended the chief
executives’ committee meeting
with the apex body via a con-
ference call. “We are also joint-
ly exploring all other options
in relation to staging the event
and will take the right deci-
sions at the right time so we
can host a wonderful celebra-
tion of the sport and keep
everyone involved safe and
well,” Roberts added in an ICC
statement. PTI
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