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Two days after the Centre
opposed in the Supreme

Court any proposal to allow the
migrant workers to proceed
home as it posed a risk of coro-
navirus spread, the
Government paved the way for
their “home coming”. In a big
relief to stranded people
including migrant labourers,
pilgrims, tourists and students,
the Centre on Wednesday
allowed the States to transport
them to their homes by road.

In a letter to Chief
Secretaries, Union Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla said the
movement should be after
appointment of nodal officers
and proper registering the
details of persons and mutual
agreement by the sending and
receiving States. 

However, the Centre has
not permitted the use of rail-
ways for transport of these
stranded people. As per the
rough estimates, more than 1
crore migrant workers from
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh and West Bengal are
stranded in Delhi, nearby
industrial areas, Maharashtra
and Gujarat.

Later, the MHA said a new
set of guidelines to fight Covid-
19 will come into effect from
May 4, which shall give con-
siderable relaxations to many
districts. Details regarding this

shall be communicated in the
days to come, said the MHA
Spokesperson. “MHA held a
comprehensive review meeting
on the lockdown situation
today. There’ve been tremen-
dous gains & improvement in
the situation due to lockdown
till now. To ensure that these
gains are not squandered away,
the lockdown guidelines should
be strictly observed till 3rd
May,” MHA Spokesperson
tweeted. 

The movement of migrants
to hometowns will depend on
the possibility of retaining job
and transportation through
buses will be a huge logistical
issue, observe many officials
handling relief camps. 

Earlier in March last week,
when migrants were struck on
roads in Uttar Pradesh from
Delhi, the Uttar Pradesh
Government had sent 1,000
buses and it took around a
week to collect the labours
trapped in highways. 

The number of migrant
workers will cross more than
two crore when consider those
stranded in southern States
like Kerala, Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu. It will be a chal-
lenge to send so many workers
by road to remote villages of
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh.  

The two-page direction by
the Union Home Ministry
insisted on health check-up by
the sending States and contin-

ued monitoring of the health
status by the receiving states.

“All States/UTs should des-
ignate nodal authorities and
develop standard protocols for
receiving and sending such
stranded persons. The nodal
authorities shall also register
the stranded persons within
their States/UTs. In case a
group of stranded persons wish
to move between one State/UTs
and another State UT, the
sending and receiving States
may consult each other and
mutually agree to the move-
ment by road,” said the Home
Ministry. 

The MHA insisted that
persons would be screened
and those found asymptomatic
would be allowed proceed.
“Buses shall be used for trans-
port of groups of persons. The
buses will be sanitised and
shall follow safe social dis-
tancing norms in seating,” said
the MHA also directing to the
States on the way to the desti-
nations to facilitate the move-
ment. 

The MHA also directed the
receiving States to keep moni-
toring the persons and take
periodic status of the health
parameters. “For this purpose,
such persons may be encour-
aged to use Aarogya Setu App
through which their health
status can be monitored and
tracked,” said the Home
Ministry.
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After facing massive criti-
cism for low number of

testing for Covid-19, India has
now started conducting 60,000
tests per day. This will be
ramped up to 1 lakh tests per
day within next few days, said
Union Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan on Wednesday.

Addressing a video con-
ference here with the members
of Lion Club International
here, he said, “The
Government is working to
increase the testing capacity to
1,00,000 tests per day in the
next few days.”

However, additional tests
will require more human
resources for data entry, re-
deploying automated and man-
ual RT-PCR (Reverse
Transcription-Polymerase
Chain Reaction) machines and
optimising in-lab processes,
such as RNA extraction, to
reduce the turnaround time
between sample receipt and
testing, it said. 

As on Wednesday, the
ICMR said India had con-
ducted a total of 7,70,764 tests

since the outbreak of the dis-
ease. However, there was no
detail on the number of tests
done on Wednesday. Health
experts feel that India is yet to
reach to its peak as sufficient
number of people was not
being tested and treated.

Currently, 288
Government laboratories are
working along with 97 private
labs chains with around 16,000
sample collection centres and
around 60,000 tests per day. 

He said since the last three
days the doubling rate of
Covid-19 cases has slowed to
11.3 days in the country, with
a mortality rate of 3 per cent
against the global average of 7
per cent.

Continued on Page 6
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The number of reported
coronavirus cases in India

continue to move northwards
with 1,576 positive cases and 66
deaths on Wednesday, taking
the total cases to 32,936 and
1,077 fatalities.

According to reports,
although India’s coronavirus
trajectory has tapered over the
past couple of weeks, it con-
tinues to be steeper compared
to Asian peers such as Japan,
Indonesia, and Pakistan.

The financial capital of the
country, Maharashtra remained
the worst-hit State with the
total number of cases rising to
9,915 with 597 new cases and
32 deaths on Wednesday.
Altogether 432 people have
died and 1,388 people recov-
ering from the deadly virus.

Gujarat was the next which
has reported 4,012 cases so far.
The State saw big jump of 312
cases on Wednesday. It is fol-
lowed by Delhi which has
reported 3,314 cases. The other
States which have seen sharp
rise in cases are Madhya
Pradesh (2,560), Rajasthan
(2,393), Tamil Nadu (2,162)

and Uttar Pradesh (2,134).
Andhra Pradesh has

reported 1,259 cases, of which
258 have recovered and 31
people died, while Bihar
reported 366 cases of which 64
have recovered and discharged
and two people have died.

The Union Territory of
Chandigarh reported 12 more
cases on Wednesday for a total
of 68 cases. The tally in the
Jammu & Kashmir rose to
565, of which 176 have been
discharged and eight dead.

Continued on Page 6
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All Central Government
employees must get a “clear

all” from “Aarogya Setu”
mobile application before they
venture out for their offices.

The Government on
Wednesday made it mandato-
ry for all Central Government
employees to download the
Aarogya Setu app and to come
to office when the app shows
“safe” status for commuting.

“Before starting for office,
they must review their status on
‘Aarogya Setu’ and commute
only when the app shows ‘safe’
or ‘low risk’ status,” an order
issued by the Ministry of
Personnel said.

“The officers and staff are
advised that in case the app
shows a message that he/she
has a ‘moderate’ or ‘high risk’
calculated on the basis of blue-
tooth proximity (“recent con-
tact with infected person”),
he/she should not come to
office and self-isolate for 14
days or till the status becomes
‘safe’ or ‘low risk’, the Personnel
Ministry said.

Continued on Page 6
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The board exams for class X
and XII pending due to the

coronavirus-induced lockdown
will be conducted at the first
possibility and there is no
move to do away with the
remaining exams, CBSE offi-
cials said on Wednesday.

The board is prepared to
conduct the exams for class X
and XII for crucial 29 subjects,
while the HRD Ministry has
directed States to start the
evaluation process for the
exams already conducted.

“Recently, there has been a
lot of speculation regarding
CBSE Board exams. There is no
change in position. Exams will
be conducted,” Sanyam
Bhardwaj, CBSE’s Controller of
Examinations said.

Continued on Page 6
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US President Donald Trump
and the official Twitter

handle of the President of the
United States of America —
The White House — has unfol-
lowed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on the social
media platform. Besides, Modi,
the White House also unfol-
lowed President Ram Nath
Kovind and the Prime
Minister’s office. It has also
unfollowed the Twitter handle
of the Indian Embassy in USA.

Three weeks ago, PM Modi
became the only world leader
followed by the official Twitter
handle of the US administra-
tion. The rare move by White
House to follow PM Modi on
April 10 was viewed as a reflec-
tion of the bonhomie and good
rapport shared by the Prime
Minister and US President
Donald Trump. 
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Oh, we forgot the cam-
era…Remember this jour-

ney we took together till we
reached land’s end and there
was nowhere to go.” That was
Irrfan Khan, playing teacher-
father Ashok Ganguli in The
Namesake, asking his onscreen
son to relish life’s best moments
that are meant to be felt so deep
within that no minute detail
could ever be missed for a life-
time. And quite a journey we
had with him through the
years that saw him emerge as
the “real Khan” who made
everyday Indian maleness so
profoundly delicate, believable,
both loveable and abominable
at times, but most important of
all acceptable and acknowl-
edged, warts and all.

His was a strength in
upholding life’s vulnerabilities
and living with them. But
beneath the twitch of the brow,
the vacant stare into the hori-
zon, the momentary burst of

passion and then lassoing it
back, the half curl of a smile,
the wry humour, the long
silence and the intensity of his
gaze was a man who embodied
the Indian soul. Fighting, sub-
tle, gracious, all-absorbing and
enduring. Self-effacing even.
That’s how the 53-year-old
actor passed on, succumbing to
a protracted battle with cancer
on Wednesday. 

Yes, he got under our skin.
In the process, he also made us
comfortable in our own skin.
Something that Hollywood
spotted way before, casting

him in meaningful roles than
circumscribing him within
Asian stereotypes. The likes of
director Danny Boyle and
actress Julia Roberts acknowl-
edged his performances. He
had worked with the Japanese
and Netflix, too, making him
our truly multinational artiste.
Of course, one of the starry
Khans realised the visceral
depth of the actor’s range that
endeared him to both masses
and classes, casting him as the
protagonist in his home pro-
duction Billu. 

Continued on Page 6
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The Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on Wednesday
announced lockdown relaxations in a number of areas, includ-

ing partial resumption of bus services in green zones “where the
buses will be allowed to ply following all the protocols with a
maximum of 20 passengers. She also announced relaxation in
neighbourhood shops like electronic outlets, hardware and paint
shops. Besides the betel leaf and teashops will also open from
Monday but that will only be for home delivery and gossiping
in those shops will not be allowed.

Apart from this construction work particularly in road con-
struction and those associated with the PWD and PHE
Departments were also given relaxation. 
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Hyderabad: Peeved over denial
of wages, hundreds of migrant
workers working at IIT
Hyderabad at Kandi in neigh-
bouring Sangareddy district
on Wednesday allegedly
attacked some officials of con-
struction companies and threw
stones damaging a police vehi-
cle and injuring a Sub-
Inspector and two policemen.
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New Delhi: The All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS) is planning to conduct
a clinical trial of the convales-
cent plasma therapy in the
treatment of Covid-19 and
modalities of taking approvals
from the Drug Controller
General of India are being
worked out.
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The Supreme Court on
Wednesday ruled that

National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) for
admissions in the graduate,
postgraduate medical and den-
tal courses would also apply to
minority, both aided and
unaided and private educa-
tional institutions as there is no
violations of their rights.

The SC said NEET, which
qualifies the test of propor-
tionality, is reasonable and the
same is intended to check sev-
eral maladies which crept into
medical education, to prevent
capitation fee by admitting
students who are lower in
merit and to prevent profi-
teering, and commercialisa-
tion of education. 

Continued on Page 6
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New Delhi: President Ram Nath Kovind, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and other political leaders across the country
on Wednesday mourned the demise of actor Irrfan Khan, call-
ing him a “rare talent” who will be greatly missed. “He will be
remembered for his versatile performances across different medi-
ums,” Modi said. The 54-year-old actor lost his battle with a
rare form of cancer and died in a Mumbai hospital on
Wednesday. He was buried at the Versova graveyard.
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Four new cases of coron-
avirus infection were

reported from the state cap-
ital on Wednesday, taking
the city’s tally to 205.

A vegetable vendor in
Lalbagh, two persons in
Nakkhas and the father of a
COVID-19 pat ient  in
Topkhana Bazaar tested pos-
itive for the coronavirus on
Wednesday.

A senior official said that
Kandhari lane in which the
vegetable vendor had his
shop, had been sealed. He
said 35 swab samples were
taken for test from this area
having more than 80 houses.

Pr incipal  Secretar y
(Urban Development)
Deepak Kumar who is the
nodal officer for Lucknow,
inspected the hotspot areas in
Kaiserbagh and Aminabad
and checked the arrange-
ments. He also found out
whether the people there
were getting essential com-
modities. He gave directions

for sanitisation the area and
strict enforcement of lock-
down.

Distr ic t  Magistrate
Abhishek Prakash said there
were 18 hotspots in the dis-
trict — nine in the red zone
and nine in orange zone. He
said there were 151 active
coronavirus cases in the dis-
trict. The chief medical offi-
cer’s teams carried out a sen-
sitisation in Race Course,
Dilkusha, Subhash Marg, Lala
Lajpat Marg, Pipraghat and
Thela ground.

Meanwhile, the elderly
in-laws of the city’s first
COVID-19 patient, a 35-year-
old Canadian doctor, were
discharged f rom the
Command Hospita l  on
Wednesday after they tested
negative for the coronavirus
infection.

Meanwhile, with five
more coronavirus deaths, the
fatality count climbed to 39 in
UP, which reported 81 new
cases on Wednesday.

Till now, 2,134 coron-
avirus cases have been report-

ed from 60 districts of the
state.  

Of the five deaths, two
were reported from Agra and
one each from Firozabad,
Bareilly and Mathura. Both
Bareilly and Mathura record-
ed their first coronavirus
deaths. 

Agra has reported the
maximum 14 deaths in the
state followed by six in
Moradabad; five in Meerut;
four in Kanpur ;  two in
Firozabad; and one each in
Bareilly, Basti, Bulandshahr,
Lucknow, Varanasi, Aligarh,
Mathura and Shravasti. 

Integrated Disease
Sur veil lance Programme
Joint Director Dr Vikasendu
Agrawal, who is the state
surveillance officer, said out
of 81 new cases reported in
the state on Wednesday, 29
were from Agra, 10 from
Firozabad and four from
Lucknow.

He said 510 coronavirus
patients have recovered from
the disease and there were
1,585 active cases in the state.
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Lucknow (PNS): Toeing the Centre’s line
with the aim to protect corona warriors,
the Uttar Pradesh government has decid-
ed to amend the Epidemic Diseases Act,
making attack on frontline workers in the
fight against coronavirus a stringent
offence attracting seven years’ imprison-
ment and a fine of Rs 5 lakh.

An ordinance — the  UP Epidemic
Diseases Control Ordinance, 2020’ —
would be brought to add the amendments
to the Epidemic Diseases Act, 1897.

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath dis-
cussed in detail the ordinance amending
the Epidemic Diseases Act of 1897, with
senior officials of Team 11 in Lucknow on
Wednesday. “The new law will have
penal provision, including jail term and

fine, for fleeing from quarantine and iso-
lation or violating lockdown norms.
Besides, stringent punishment will be
handed out for spreading the virus among
masses,” Additional Chief Secretary
Awanish Awasthi told news persons here
on Wednesday. He said the new law would
protect corona warriors, including doctors,
nurses, other medical staff, sanitary work-
ers and policemen, who have been trying
to save people from coronavirus infection. 

He said that the chief minister issued
direction that the ordinance be brought
immediately as it would boost the morale
of the medicos.

Under the new law, people violating
norms or attacking corona warriors could
face jail up to seven years along with a fine

of Rs 5 lakh. Besides, attack on corona
warriors would be a cognisable and non-
bailable offence under the new law.

“The new law will also propose a pun-
ishment for spitting on corona warriors
and insulting or attacking them. The law
became a necessity after increasing attacks
on corona warriors,” Awasthi said.

Recently, the Union government had
amended the Epidemic Diseases Act,
1897 through an ordinance to protect
corona warriors across the country with
provision of jail and fine against the
offenders. 

As law and order is in the concurrent
list, it is mandatory for states to bring their
own provisions by making amendments
to the prevailing Act.
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Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
directed officials to provide

52,000 additional isolation beds
in dedicated Covid hospitals
across the state and start commu-
nity surveillance by engaging
youths to serve people during the
pandemic.

Additional Chief Secretary
Awanish Awasthi told news per-
sons in Lucknow on Wednesday
that the government had asked
Medical Health and Medical
Education departments to
increase beds in three levels of
Covid hospitals.

While Medical Health
department has been asked to
increase 10,000 beds in Level-1
hospitals, 5,000 beds with oxygen
in Level-2 hospitals and 2,000
beds with ventilators in Level-3
hospitals, the Medical Education
department has been directed to
increase of 20,000 beds in Level-
1, 10,000 beds in Level-2 and
5,000 beds in Level-3 hospitals.

“The chief minister informed
Medical Health Minister Jai
Pratap Singh and Medical
Education Minister Suresh
Kumar Khanna about the deci-
sion and asked them to formulate
a policy at the earliest,” Awasthi
said .

Acting swiftly, the govern-
ment notified an additional 75
new hospitals attached with
Level-1 Covid hospitals by
increasing the total isolation beds
from 10,000 to 17,194. Similarly,
quarantine beds too have
increased to 21,569 from 15,000.

On the other hand, Yogi
asked officials for starting com-
munity surveillance and to
engage youths from Nehru Yuva
Kendra, NCC, NSS and other
outfits to serve the people in
hotspots. Besides, women of self-

help groups (SHGs) too are also
to be engaged in producing face
mask and other equipment.

There are around 381
hotspots in 57 districts of the state
where lockdown is being strictly
enforced.

Awasthi said that the chief
minister ordered strict surveil-
lance in hotspots, but also asked
authorities of green zone to allow
certain activities, like opening of
construction material shops and
other shops as per guidelines.

There are 13 districts in the
state which have been declared
red zones and have hotspots due
to increasing number of coron-
avirus positive cases. In these dis-
tricts, the rate of doubling of
COVID-19 patients is less than
four days. 

Districts in orange zone are
those where no cases of coron-
avirus have been reported in the
last 14 days, while the green
zone covers those districts where
no coronavirus case has been
reported or no new coronavirus

case has been reported during the
last 28 days.

Awasthi said that 8,140
industrial units had started func-
tioning and around 3.43 lakh
workers were engaged there.
Besides, he said, eight lakh work-
ers were working in different pro-
jects across 27,000 gram panchay-
ats and around 25,000 new jobs
cards were issued to migrant
workers, who returned to the state
after lockdown.

The additional chief secretary
said that the process of sending
15,000 students from Prayagraj to
their home districts had started
and 351 buses were used for the
job till Wednesday evening. He
said 30 students were being
accommodated in every bus. 

“Thus, more than 10,000 stu-
dents have reached their homes.
Also 150 more buses have been
deployed for this. These students
will have to undergo health tests
and their medical test will be
done in their home districts,” he
said.

Lucknow (PNS): The Uttar
Pradesh government has asked
vice-chancellors of all state uni-
versities to implement recom-
mendations of a committee
headed by Bundelkhand
University vice-chancellor for a
uniform syllabus in state uni-
versities. At a vice-chancellors’
conference in July, 2017, it was

decided to implement a uni-
form syllabus in all state univer-
sities while Ram Naik was then
the Governor of UP and also
Chancellor of all state univer-
sities. After this, the state gov-
ernment had set up a commit-
tee headed by the vice-chancel-
lor of Bundelkhand University
(Jhansi) to make recommenda-

tions on the issue. The report of
the committee was referred to
UP State Higher Education
Board by the state government,
and it approved the recommen-
dations.  The government has
now directed all state universi-
ties to implement the recom-
mendations for a uniform syl-
labus.
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The inhuman face of
Gorakhpur police came to

the fore when a middle-aged
man, who went out to purchase
medicine, was chased after
which he chose to jump into a
river and drowned on
Wednesday morning. 

As per reports, Shiv  Kumar
(50) of Banswari hamlet of Sant
Kabir Nagar was undergoing
treatment from a doctor having
clinic in Sikriganj market of
Gorakhpur. 

Kumar was trying to get
medicines but was unable to
visit the doctor due to lockdown
as it was situated two kilometres
away from his house on

Gorakhpur-Sant Kabir Nagar
border. 

Facing problems, Kumar
decided to collect the medicines
from his doctor and left his
house at 7 am on Wednesday.
He crossed a bridge on Quano
river dividing Gorakhpur and
Sant Kabir Nagar but the police
on the other side forced him to
return home even after he nar-
rated his ordeal.

A desperate Shiv Kumar
later decided to swim across the
river instead of taking the
bridge. But as he crossed the
river, he once again found cops
on the river bank. 

Upon seeing him, the cops
chased Shiv Kumar and in
order to save himself, he jumped

into the river and drowned
midstream.  Some locals
jumped to save him and later
rushed him to the community
health centre (CHC) in
Haiderbazar, where he was pro-
nounced dead upon arrival. 

A case was registered, and
the body was sent for autopsy.
A probe is on.

Meanwhile in Mirzapur,
two persons died after falling in
wells in different localities.  

Nagendra aka Kaushal (12)
of Chandragarh Mudail hamlet
in Halliya went out to graze cat-
tle on Wednesday morning. 

As he was drawing water
from a well, he slipped into it
and died. The locals alleged that
water supply was affected for the

last fortnight and the charges
were being looked into by the
district authorities. 

In another incident in
Dewari Uttar locality of Lalganj,
70-year-old Sattani was going to
ease himself when he slipped
into a well and died on Tuesday
night.

Elsewhere in Jaunpur, five
persons, including four of a fam-
ily, died in mishap. 

Premchand Gupta of
Sarsara hamlet of Barsathi
(Jaunpur) constructed a wall
which collapsed on Wednesday
afternoon and Kapoora Devi
(30), Akhilesh aka Bau (27),
Lotadhari (35) and their neigh-
bour Pankaj Bind (28) were
injured. 
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In the wake of geopolitical and economic repercussions
of Wuhan coronavirus pandemic across the world,

Uttar Pradesh is eyeing to attract relocating investors to
the state. 

Multi-national Companies (MNCs) of Europe,
USA and Japan are desperate to move out of China and
relocate businesses and units to other nations. 

Around a thousand foreign companies are contem-
plating to shift their manufacturing base to India. The
companies are in discussions with the Indian govern-
ment and at least 300 of them are actively pursuing pro-
duction plans in sectors like mobile phone, electronics,
medical devices, textiles and synthetic fabric.

Trying to cash in on this opportunity, the Yogi
Adityanath government has stepped up efforts to
attract investments to help revive the pandemic-hit econ-
omy. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath stressed on the idea
to attract investors pulling out of China during a high-
level key meeting in Lucknow on Tuesday, in the pres-
ence of MSME Minister Sidharth Nath Singh and
Industrial Development minister After the meeting, the
MSME minister said, “Companies including big names
from logistics, scientific instrumentation and electron-
ic, automobile industries, have investments in China. I
am hopeful we will be able to bring them to UP by high-
lighting the changes in our industrial and sectoral pol-
icy. Video-conferencing was held with over 100 US com-
panies and they have shown interest”

The UP government has started reformulating its
policies to attract fresh investors and has been eyeing
the food processing industry which was in abundance
in Wuhan before the virus outbreak.

The Yogi government has been pitching itself as an
attractive investment destination in the past few years.
Investors’ Summit in February, 2018, and Defence Expo
in Lucknow in July,2019 have attracted sizeable invest-
ments. 

Some major infrastructural projects, such as upcom-
ing Jewar airport in Greater Noida, Purvanchal
Expressway and defence manufacturing corridor, have
been planned to facilitate greater industrial investment
in the state.

Meanwhile, Samajwadi Party MLC Madhukar
Jaitley, who played an active role in   negotiating with
MNCs for FDI during Akhilesh  Yadav regime, said, “The
Union government has to make changes in several
departments from FIPB, DIPP. The MSME minister
seems to have jumped the gun that MNCs are coming
to UP.  After COVID-19 crisis, 56 companies decided
to shift to Vietnam, Thailand and South Korea and only
three decided to come to India due to lack of clarity in
FDI policy and red tapism.”
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Atotal of 17 students and bus
driver were injured when a

bus from Prayagraj ferrying
students to their native villages
in Kushinagar met with an
accident on the outskirts of
Ayodhya late Tuesday night. 

The injured were initially
rushed to community health
centre (CHC) from where they
were later referred to Ayodhya
district hospital.

Taking note of the incident,
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
directed the district magistrate
and district police chief to
ensure proper treatment to the
injured and also arrange a bus
so that the other students could
reach their homes.  

As per reports, a Lohia
Sewa bus of Uttar Pradesh
Road Transport Corporation

(UPSRTC)  was going from
Prayagraj to Kushinagar when
a truck rammed into it from
behind at Bilarimafi area on
Ayodhya-Prayagraj highway.
As a result the bus driver lost
control over the wheel and the
bus skidded off the road. 

Of the occupants, 17 were
injured, including the bus dri-
ver and a constable deployed
for security. They were rushed
to community health centre in
Bikapur for first aid and later
12 of them were referred to
Ayodhya district hospital for
treatment. The condition of
three students was stated to be
critical. 

Ayodhya DM Anuj Jha
and SSP Asheesh Tewari
rushed to the hospital after
learning about the mishap and
arranged another bus for the
other students to go to their

native places in Kushninagar.
The Yogi government had

decided to send students
preparing for various competi-
tions at Prayagraj to their native
places due to problems being
faced by them during lock-
down. So far, 10,000 students
have been sent home using 300
buses. 

Meanwhile in Chitrakoot,
a dacoit lodged in the district
jail died under mysterious cir-
cumstances late Tuesday night.
A magisterial inquiry was
ordered and the body was sent
for autopsy. 

Jailed dacoit Prahlad Kol
had his dinner on Tuesday
night and an hour later he com-
plained of acute pain. After
attending on him, the jail doc-
tor rushed him to district hos-
pital where he was pronounced
dead upon arrival. 
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Lucknow (PNS): Lucknow
University, in association with
Federal University (Ceara), on
Wednesday organised an Indo-
Brazilian e-symposium on
solid state properties of phar-
maceuticals. Head of Physics
department Poonam Tandon
said both the universities have
a long-term collaboration in
this field.

Several researchers partic-
ipated in the e-symposium
along with LU Vice-Chancellor
Alok Kumar Rai, and Brazilian
coordinator of the workshop
Alejandro Pedro Ayala from
the University of Ceara.

Head of international
cooperation, Department of
Science and Technology, SK
Varshney  said the  primary
function of the research-based
pharmaceutical corporations
was to create value by discov-
ering and producing effective

medicines, vaccines and ser-
vices that improve patients’
well-being.

“Both India and Brazil are
the emerging economies and
should work on co-develop-
ment of new pharmaceutical
molecules in order to not only
cut down on the cost but also
to save time. It is an appropri-
ate time for this Indo-Brazilian
e-symposium. Solid state prop-
erties of pharmaceuticals such
as polymorphism, formation of
hydrates and solvates, degree of
crystallinity, and mechanical
properties have profound
effects on the quality of drug
substances and drug products,”
he said.

He said that the  study of
such properties are important
during quality control testing of
drugs with respect to solubili-
ty, dissolution, bioavailability,
and stability.

�	��� 6@�&0.�

Defying police vigil in view
of the lockdown, two

brothers were found selling
ganja and smack illegally from
their shop in Barikala locali-
ty in Thakurganj. Police said
they were providing psy-
chotropic substances to
addicts in lieu of the orna-
ments which they would
either purchase from the cus-
tomers at throwaway rates or
keep the same as mortgage.

Some residents tipped off
senior police officers about
the same and a special team of
JCP (Law & Order) worked on
the case. A team led by
Dharma Kushwaha conduct-
ed a raid and nabbed the
brother duo. They were iden-
tified as Sumer (40) and

Rakesh (50), both of Barikala.
The police recovered 1.4 kg
ganja, 96 gram of smack, a
country-made pistol & two
live cartridges, an electronic
balance, two IMFL pints, a
pair of silver anklets, a gold
mangalsutra and a gold lock-
et besides Rs 26,250 in cash.

The police said since the
accused also violated pro-
hibitory orders, they were
challaned for the offence.
While the police remained
evasive when asked to shed
light on the recovery of orna-
ments,  sources said the
accused used to take the same
from drug addicts to give
their their dose.

“During lockdown, drug
addicts who come from poor
families were also selling
ornaments to purchase psy-

chotropic substances,” they
said. Kushwaha said the
accused were also booked
under Epidemic Act apart
from Narcotics Drugs and
Psychotropic Substance
(NDPS) Act. He said the
accused used to force drug
addicts to bring jewellery if
they ran short of cash. 

Meanwhile, the Kakori
police arrested four persons
on the charges of theft and
recovered huge quantity of
stolen goods from their pos-
session on Wednesday. Those
arrested were identified as
Mohit and Pradeep Verma
(both of Thakurganj),
Nagendra of Kakori and
Fakhruddin of Hardoi. The
police claimed that the
accused were arrested near
Joggers’ Park in the area. 
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A20-year-old domestic help
was found hanging at her

employer’s house in
Mahanagar on Wednesday
morning. Though police said
she ended her life, they failed
to explain the reason. She was
a native of Bahraich while her
parents live in Sarvoday Nagar
locality in Lucknow. Her father
works as a labourer and the
family’s financial condition
was said to be very poor.

As per reports, she got the
job at the house of Prashant
Amarnani of Basera Palace in
New Hyderabad through
Sapna placement agency. She
started her job at Prashant’s
house in January earlier this
year and would stay in a room
on the top floor.

Around 10:15 pm on
Tuesday, Prashant and his fam-
ily members had dinner after
which the domestic help
worked in the kitchen and
then left for her room upstairs.
Prashant told the police that
when she did not wake up by
11 am, his aunt gave her calls
but the latter did not respond.

“My aunt pushed the doors
and was shocked to see the
maid hanging from the ceiling
with a dupatta tied around her
neck,” Prashant told the police.

The police said the maid
was found hanging from a
pipe stretched between two
walls. “Since we did not find
any suicide note, it is not clear
as to why she ended her life.

We have informed her parents
while the body was being sent
for autopsy,” the police said. A
spokesman said the probe had
been assigned to sub-inspector
Abhay Pratap Singh.

Interestingly, the police
did not quiz the employer and
his family members to know
why the maid ended her life.

Meanwhile, in another
case, a class XII girl student
ended her life at her house in
Indira Nagar some time on the
intervening night of Tuesday
and Wednesday. The girl, iden-
tified as Roshni (16) of Jarhara
village in the area, retired to
her room after having dinner
on Tuesday. On Wednesday
morning, her brother Roshan
found her hanging from the
ceiling with a dupatta tied
around her neck. He called his
father Shyam Sunder Sah, who
is a mason, and later informed
the police. The cops said they
were trying to find out the rea-
son why she chose to end her
life. However, he ruled out the
possibility of foul play.
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Medical experts say that
lifestyle will have to be

redesigned when the lockdown
opens because things will not
be the same for quite some
time. Head of KGMU’s
Respiratory Medicine depart-
ment Dr Surya Kant Tripathi
said that in Covid-19 pan-
demic, people have a big
opportunity to change their
lifestyle.

“We have changed certain
things because of lockdown
and the need of the hour is to
continue with them. For exam-
ple, avoiding handshakes and
washing hands have to be
strictly followed. Latest findings
show that shoes can cause the
spread of the disease as the
virus stays on shoes for the
longest (five days). Hence, the
shoe rack must be kept outside
the house along with hand-
washing arrangements. This is
something which the grand-
mothers have been saying since
time immemorial,” he said.

“Before Covid-19 hap-
pened, most of people may not
be washing their hands before
taking meals, and it was a reg-
ular feature to see people shak-
ing hands in parties while eat-
ing. It is now important that
there should be a handwashing
area in dining spaces even in
commercial places,” he added.

Dr Tripathi asserted that
one should not wait for medi-
cines or vaccine for coronavirus
but focus on increasing their

immunity. “Don’t convert your
children into burger-munchers,
try to make them eat as much
vegetables as possible. Also,
give one hour to yourself and
do meditation and ‘pranayam’
because it helps increase immu-
nity,” he said.

Medical expert Dr Ishwar
Gilada said everything would
change, be it the commuting
pattern or living in the house
when lockdown opened.

“Seats in buses and trains
will have to be properly spaced
out with different patterns. In

Uttar Pradesh, it is often seen
that over 20 people sit in a
tempo with a capacity of 8-10.
Now, people cannot afford this
as it poses a major health risk,”
he pointed out.

He added that one would
have to think with respect to
every person being a coron-
avirus suspect. “For the visitors
coming home, you have to
open and close the doors for
them.  For marriages, there has
to be minimal gathering, and
the use of the masks will be a
must,” he added.
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Line producers in the city or
those who make arrange-

ments for film units coming to
the state capital from other
parts of the country see a bleak
future in terms of resumption
of shootings. Though shootings
may revive, no big stars would
come as only ad films with less-
er known actors were likely to
be shot in near future, they
opined. While some said this
year would go waste and the
situation would change by next
year, others were of the opin-
ion that they were looking at
August and September for

shootings to revive, if the state
government gave its nod.

However, majority of line
producers admitted that social
distancing, which looks to be
an important aspect for quite
some time to come, would be
difficult to manage in film
shootings. “However bad the
things may appear for show-
biz, but as Raj Kapoor said that
the show must go on,” a pro-
ducer said. Line producer
Amber Saxena, whose last
film in the city was ‘I am
Draupadi’, said it was a dismal
scenario but he would stick to
the profession which he has
given so many years. He said

he got a few queries for shoot-
ing of an advertisement film
before the first lockdown was
extended but since then, there
had been no offers.

“We have no salaries and
we are dependent on the work
we get, and there are so many
people who are associated
with us such as lightmen and
actors who left their jobs in
private companies to work
here but now they are jobless.
We are trying to support them
but for how long,” he won-
dered. Amber said it was true
that shooting in the after-
math of coronavirus would be
very difficult. “A few years

back when a South Indian film
was being shot here, Lucknow
was facing the problem of
swine flu, and one of the staff
members contracted the infec-
tion because of which shoot-
ing was impacted. This unit
had over 200 people. It was a
small issue but we faced so
many problems because of
that,” he said, adding that big
film stars were unlikely to
come for shooting and that
there was no scope of shoot-
ings for a year.

“The least we can do is
shoot a web series which
requires 30-40 people from the
staff to be present,” he said. He

said he was not thinking of
changing the profession
because he had been too long
in the field to leave.

“However, I have started
dabbling in writing stories
and found a financer for
them,” he added.

Another line producer
Arun Singh said that he was
expecting the scene to get
better in August. Singh last
wound up shooting for ‘Bhool
Bhulaiyya-2’ on March 13
while others continued to
shoot for other films till March
21. “We wound up the shoot-
ing because my technical recce
for a web series, which had to

be shot in Lucknow, got can-
celled and we realised that
coronavirus was becoming a
big issue,” he recalled. He
pointed out that people were
still inquiring about shooting
venues and it was surprising.

He said shooting with
social distancing was possible
because most of the people in
the unit stand at a distance.
“Except for the crowd scenes,
things can be managed.
Epidemics have happened in
the past and things have
improved,” he said, adding
that he would continue with
his profession and was not
thinking of giving up.
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Lucknow (PNS): Lucknow
Development Authority (LDA)
on Wednesday extended the
last date for paying monthly
installment to June 30 and
decided to resume civil work at
the Samajwadi Housing scheme
at Devpur in Para area.

The decision was taken at
a special meeting which was
presided over by LDA Vice-
Chairman SK Dwivedi. He said
although the LDA administra-
tion had resolved to resume the
civil work, it would start only
after the district administration
gave permission. He said the
housing towers were 99 per cent
ready and only finishing touch-
es were required. Chief engi-
neer IS Singh has been asked to
negotiate with the district
administration officials so that
the project could be completed
and flats handed over to buy-
ers as soon as possible. 
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In a bid to control further
spread of coronavirus across

the state, the Uttar Pradesh
government has ordered that
all houses located in the
hotspots be sanitised. There are
around 381 hotspots in 15 dis-
tricts of the state and all hous-
es in these areas will be sani-
tised on a war footing.

“These hotspots have over
six lakh houses that are inhab-
ited by around 36 lakh people.
They are being provided with
all essentials at their doorstep,”
said a senior officer on
Wednesday.

In addition, the govern-
ment has also ordered pool
testing after the state witnessed
a sudden surge in coronavirus
cases. “Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath ordered strict
enforcement of lockdown and
maintaining of proper hygiene
in the state. The government
has decided to get every house
sanitised in hotspot areas.
Orders have also been issued
for setting up quarantine cen-
tres with large capacities as a
precautionary measure,” said
Additional Chief Secretary
Awanish Awasthi in Lucknow
on Wednesday. Principal
Secretary (Health) Amit
Mohan Prasad said that 11,487
people were put in quarantine
and 1,769 in isolation. 

On Tuesday, 75 additional
isolation beds were added to
Level-1 hospital and with this,
the number of isolation beds
increased to 17,194 and of
quarantine beds to 21,569.
Besides, the number of Level-
1 hospitals in the state reached
155, Level-2 hospitals to 78
while the number of Level-3
hospitals increased to six. On
Tuesday, 3,799 samples were
sent for testing.

(������
	
�������
���
�����	�
�����
	�

��# 
���
��	��������	���	������������	��	#����
����	��
�	��	�������	��	�
��
����	  ���

�

�	��� 6@�&0.�

King George’s Medical
University has submitted

papers to the ethical commit-
tee for approval of the clinical
trials of plasma therapy. A
senior doctor said every insti-
tute has a registered ethical
committee consisting of both
medical and non-medical offi-
cials who give the nod to clin-
ical trials.

“Only after we get a nod
from the ethical committee

that clinical trials will be car-
ried out, as per the ICMR
(Indian Council of Medical
Research) guidelines, on coro-
navirus patients,” he said.

The doctor pointed out
that plasma therapy is being
used for the first time for
treatment of Covid-19 and
only the institutes which have
permission from ICMR can do
that.

“It’s a new line of treatment
for coronavirus and hence
investigational in nature, there-

fore, permission is given to
those with required infrastruc-
ture. Many other institutions
from Uttar Pradesh applied to
the ICMR for plasma therapy
but did not get the permission,”
he said. He added that treat-
ment would be given as a part
of the trial.

Elaborating on the process,
the doctor said that ethical
committee is given a propos-
al, which is a detailed informa-
tion  of how the experiment
will be carried out and what are

the advantages and disadvan-
tages. “Experts in the commit-
tee review the same and if they
give their consent, the experi-
ment is carried forward. This
experiment is called a trial,” he
explained. He added that clin-
ical trials were carried out on
a number of patients.

Meanwhile, the condition
of a patient from Orai who was
given plasma therapy was said
to be stable. “We will be slow-
ly withdrawing his ventilator
parameter,” the doctor said.
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Lucknow (PNS): The current
lockdown is just the right
opportunity for getting out of
addiction, head of KGMU’s
Respiratory Medicine depart-
ment Dr Surya Kant Tripathi
said, adding that those
addicted to tobacco and alco-
hol  should use the lockdown
period for de-addiction.

Those having any kind of
addiction should first of all
confess to their family mem-
bers about the problem. “Ask
your family members to sup-
port you for getting rid of
addiction,” he said.

He said whenever an
addict has the urge, he could
begin exploring the talents of
his family members. “He can

tell his wife to sing, tell his
father to narrate a story, or
ask his children to cook,
play some musical instru-
ments to divert his mind,” he
said.

Dr Tripathi said that the
urge could also be negated by
diverting the mind to activ-
ities of liking. “If you like
dancing, begin dancing when
you get  the urge or if you like
reading or watching serial, do
that just to avoid the craving.
Watch your favourite films,
shows, play games and chess
and adopt some method of
diversion,” he said. He added
that one could also improve
the will power through 
meditation.
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The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has asked chief med-

ical officers to launch immuni-
sation programme in their
respective areas by the end of
this week. “Because of COVID-
19 pandemic, the focus was
shifted to prevention and pro-
tection of people from this
dreaded disease due to which
the immunisation programme
was hampered. We have now
asked the CMOs to start
immunisation programme at
the earliest,” Principal Secretary
(Health) Amit Mohan Prasad
said here on Wednesday.

He said that there had
been delay of a month-and-half
and according to experts it

would not be much detrimen-
tal. Talking about starting
emergency services in selected
hospitals, mostly private,
Prasad said that training pro-
gramme of the nodal officers of
private hospitals was conduct-
ed on Wednesday on how to
follow the protocol to prevent
infection in hospitals.

“Now, these hospitals are
authorised to commence the
emergency services,” Prasad
said. However, he clearly stat-
ed that it was not compulsory
for all patients admitted in the
emergency to undertake
COVID-19 test. “Only those
patients will be asked for the
test who have the symptoms.
Others will not be forced to
undertake the test,” he said.

He said that pool tests
were done in 12 labs and on
Tuesday 332 pool tests of 1,612
samples only 15 were positive
while the rest were negative.

A total of 73,716 samples
have been sent for testing of
which 2,134 were found posi-
tive while 70,436 were negative
and results of 1,146 were await-
ed. “On Wednesday, the
department held a training
programme for smart sample
collections as per the guidelines
of the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR). In
the past we have observed that
several samples were returned
from the labs as they were not
properly taken or preserved.
The training was given for
such things,” he added.
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The Sarojininagar police
recorded the statement of

Bollywood singer Kanika
Kapoor through her lawyer on
Wednesday. She was served a
notice on Monday and asked to
record her statement by April
30. Kanika pleaded innocence
and said she landed in India
from the UK on March 10
when there was no govern-
ment advisory on self-quaran-
tine. She insisted that she com-
mitted no offence and violated
no rules. She said she got her-
self tested and no one who came
in her contact tested positive for
coronavirus.   

Earlier, her counsel called
the police and requested them
to send a team to her house in
Shalimar Gallant Apartment in

Mahanagar where she handed
over her statement in writing to
the police. Sarojininagar SHO
said law would take its own
course. “We have recorded the
statement of the singer and it
will be attached with the probe
report,” he said.

On April 9, the Lucknow
police had started preparing a
questionnaire to quiz Kanika
Kapoor after her isolation peri-
od was over. On Monday, she
was served a notice. The singer
was admitted to SGPGI from
where she was discharged after
testing negative for Covid-19
twice. A case was lodged against
the singer a few weeks back for
hiding her travel history and
attending parties after returning
from London. She was charged
under IPC sections 269/270 by
the Sarojininagar police.
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Areview meeting was held at
the Institute of Medical

Sciences (IMS), Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) here on
Tuesday, to provide easy med-
ical services to the COVID-19
patients and discussed the chal-
lenges being faced by the coro-
navirus pandemic. Presiding
over the meeting, rector Prof
VK Shukla said that the IMS is
committed to provide timely
treatment to every needy
patients and no obstruction will
be allowed in this work. He said
that the IMS is fully prepared
to deal with COVID-19 and
necessary materials and equip-
ment related to it are available
in the institute. He said that
emergency services are on in
the hospital and it is being
given to patients who need
emergency medical treatment.

He advised that the
patients and their families com-
ing to Sir Sunderlal Hospital
(SSH) for emergency services
are expected to download the

‘Aarogya Setu App’ on their
mobile phones. At the same
time, enter the hospital premis-
es only after covering the
mouths of patients and relatives
with masks or gamchhas
(scarfs). Apart from this, it will
also be necessary for them to
bring a valid identity card such
as Aadhar cards, PAN cards,
Jan Dhan passbooks, ration
cards or BPL cards. IMS
Director Prof RK Jain, medical
superintendent of SSH, Prof SK
Mathur, professor incharge of
Trauma Centre, Prof SK Gupta,
COVID-19 nodal officer Prof
Jaya Chakraborty, deputy med-
ical superintendent (DMS) of
SSH Prof GN Srivastava, DMS
of Trauma Centre, Prof
Ghanshyam Yadav and many
other departmental heads of
IMS were also present.

Meanwhile, at Pt Deen
Dayal Upadhyay (DDU)
Hospital, Pandeypur, the health
workers were given 5,000
masks by Janmitra Nyas and
Child Rights and You (Cry) to
protect them from corona

infection. Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) of Kashi
Vishwanath Temple Vishal
Singh, on behalf of Janamitra
Trust, presented the masks to
the hospital administration.
Besides, 15 boxes (2160 pack-
ets) of biscuits were also pro-
vided by the trust for the
patients. Almost all the positive
COVID-19 patients of Varanasi
division are being treated at
DDU Hospital and many of
them were returned home after
their recovery.

The masks were donated to
Chief Medical Superintendent
(CMS) Dr Vishweshwar
Shukla. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Vishal Singh emphasised
to make better and effective
efforts to prevent spreading of
coronavirus pandemic.

‘It is very important to
keep doctors and para-medical
staff safe from the infection of
COVID-19. Vigilance is neces-
sary at all levels to prevent the
health workers from infection.
In this regard, in the private
hospitals of the city, effective

efforts should be made to pre-
vent it,’ he said, emphasising on
maintaining regular and
smooth supply of oxygen in
hospitals treating COVID-19
patients. He praised trustees
Shruti Nagvanshi of Janmitra
Trust and Dr Lenin
Raghuvanshi of  People’s
Vigilance Committee on
Human Rights (PVCHR) for
providing masks.

CMS Dr Vishweshwar
Shukla said that the battle
against corona can be won
only when special attention is
given to maintain social dis-
tancing. Superintendent Dr
Ramkumar Yadav was also
present. Shruti Nagvanshi said
that 17,500 masks were made
available, out of which 5,000
masks have been distributed to
the DDU Hospital and the
remaining masks will be given
to Primary Health Centres
(PHCs) of Harahuwa, Pindara,
Basni, Puarikala and Zakkhini.
The masks will also be provid-
ed to all Anganwadi workers,
she added.
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This holy city is facing a seri-
ous threat in the manner a

medicine wholesaler spread
the COVID-19, becoming a
dangerous carrier of coron-
avirus pandemic. Three more
corona positive patients have
been found here on Wednesday
and all of them came into the
contacts of the wholesaler.
With this, the number of coro-
na patients has increased to 52
in the district. The most dan-
gerous aspect of this new devel-
opment is the spread of the
virus in a large number of new
areas whereas earlier, the
episode of Tablighi Jamaat
Markaz (Delhi) was mainly
concentrated in 2-3 areas. This
new serious twist has forced the
local administration to increase
the number of hotspots from
eight to 17 during the last two
days. Besides, realising the
dangerous turn of situation, the
district administration has
totally sealed the entire Nagar
Nigam areas during the days
and due to this, even the biggest
foodgrain market of
Purvanchal (eastern UP),
Visheshwarganj, which gener-
ally saw rush of retailers dur-
ing morning hours since the
lockdown has imposed, wore a
deserted look.

According to the District
Magistrate (DM) Kaushal Raj
Sharma, the three new
COVID-19 patients are a med-
icine seller (aged 45) from
Mehmoorganj, who supplies
drugs to Bihar, a Sapt Sagar
wholesaler (25) owns a shop
near earlier affected trader and
lives in Maidagin area and an
employee (29) working in same
market and stays in Badi Piyari
area. A day ago, out of 12 pos-
itive patients, eight were either
related to that wholesaler or
came into his contacts. Out of
52 COVID-19 patients in
Varanasi, 43 are active while
eight have been discharged
while one has died.  

Taking the matter serious-
ly, the senior officers held a
meeting and decided that till
May 3 midnight no shops
would be allowed to be opened
and the home delivery of items
like ration, vegetables, domes-
tic gas, milk and medicines will
be made till 6 pm and the pass-

es issued to home delivery
men earlier would remain
effective now. 

Any new retailers can get
their passes from district sup-
ply officer by getting names
registered calling on helpline
number 1077. 

The sellers can sell milk
between 11 am and 12 noon
but by keeping their outlets
closed. Only eight vegetable
markets including Bhojubir,
Lamhi, Pahadia, Panchkoshi,
Chanduwa Satti, Sundarpur,
Ramnagar Chowk and Nuwan
will remain open between 3 am
and 6 am. In Pahadia Mandi,
‘odd and even’ system will be
implemented. 

The decision on Sapt Sagar,
Nehru Market and Bulanala
medicine markets would be
taken soon. However, medicine
shops of private hospital
premises will remain open
round-the-clock. The banks,
government offices, petrol
pumps will remain open as
usual and there would be no
ban on social organisations
distributing food and ration
packets.  The construction
work would also continue and
their vehicles would be allowed.
These new arrangements
would be for Nagar Nigam
areas and all the other prior
arrangements would continue

in rural areas during lock-
down period.

Meanwhile, the district
administration had already
sealed all six new hotspots
made a day ago deploying
heavy police forces apart from
sealing the affected localities.
These hotspots are Sapt Sagar
market (under Kotwali police
station), Mukhimganj
(Adampura), Kashipura
(Chowk), Revari Talab
(Bhelupur), Kazipura Khurd
(Sigra) and Sanjay Nagar
Colony Pahadia (Lalpur). The
action is going on to seal the
other three new hotspots
including in affected areas of
Maidagin, Mehmoorganj and
Badi Piyari area. Besides, it has
become a tough and hectic
time for administration and
Health department teams to
collect samples of family mem-
bers and others of all these
affected patients found during
the last two days.       

FOODGRAIN DISTRIB-
UTION: The district adminis-
tration has decided to distrib-
ute foodgrain of May month
from fair price shop between
May 1 and 12. But the card
holders would get only rice and
wheat from the shop. The
Antyoday card holders, active
MNREGA card holders,
labourers registered in labour

office have ration cards and
those who have cards of eligi-
ble household released by local
body would get ration free of
cost from fair price shop.

The District Magistrate
Kaushal Raj Sharma on
Wednesday informed that these
shops were also directed to dis-
tribute free of cost 35 kg food-
grain to those have Antyoday
card, MNREGA card, labour-
ers registered with labour office
and have card of household and
those who have card of house-
hold issued by local body as the
rate of per unit. The DM
appealed the card holders to
lodge their complaint at toll
free number-1800-1800-150
and district level control room
number-0542-2221939 if the
shopkeepers make less weight
of foodgrain so as the stern
action could be ascertained
against them.  

Meanwhile, the Police
Public Annapurna Bank con-
tinued making ration kits and
food available to needy persons
and poor. It may be noted here
that the bank had been opened
on the directive of ADG to help
the needy persons and poor by
providing rations. In this bank,
the social organisations and
individuals make foodgrain
available to make the same
available to needy persons.  
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Allahabad University (AU)
authorities have constitut-

ed a high level committee to
probe the circumstances and
events leading to the arrest of
a political science department
professor.

The professor along with
29 others including, 16 Jamaatis
from Indonesia and Thailand
was arrested on April 20 night
for hiding his travel history and
also making arrangements for
the stay of nine Jamaatis at a
mosque in Sangam city. The
university suspended him soon
after the incident.  

The fact finding committee
constituted by officiating Vice-
Chancellor Prof Rajiv Ranjan
Tiwari would be headed by
Prof KK Upadhyay of the
department of Defence Studies.
Upadhyay is also the proctor of
the university.  

The other members of the
committee include Prof
Anuradha Agrawal,  Prof KP
Singh and Prof Shabnam
Hamid, while AU registrar
Prof NK Shukla would be
assisting the committee as sec-
retary.

Upadhyay said that they
would soon be meeting on the
campus, keeping in mind the
social distancing norms and
scrutinise all relevant papers
and information regarding the
issue and then submit their
reports, he added.

The findings of the com-
mittee would be tabled at the
meeting of the Executive
Council of Allahabad

University.
ANSARI WRITES TO CJ

OF HIGH COURT : Afzal
Ansari, Member of Parliament,
Ghazipur has written a letter to
the Chief Justice of Allahabad
High Court highlighting the
prohibitory order banning
azaan (call to prayer) by the dis-
trict administration. 

In a letter dated April 26
last, it was stated in the letter
that everyone has been dili-
gently following the coron-
avirus induced lockdown in the
entire country and prayers and
gathering in mosques or any
other religious places continue
to be prohibited but azaan was
allowed in every mosque
throughout the state and other
parts of the country.

The letter stipulates that all
of a sudden from April 24
onward, it was found that the
azaan from mosques is prohib-
ited by local administration and
police and that if anyone dared
to make azaan they would be
booked under the National
Security Act. 

In light of this, the MP
prayed for directions from the
court to allow azaan from the
respective mosque within the
district, the petitioner avers that
doing so would protect
Fundamental Rights of people
of Ghazipur.

N C R C O N T R O L
ROOMS ASSISTING ON
FREIGHT, PARCEL INFOR-
MATIONS: North Central
Control Rooms of North
Central Railway (NCR) are
operational 24x7 to assist cus-
tomers on frieght, parcel and

other important information. 
Department of Personnel

and Training (DoPT) has
issued guidelines making use of
Arogya Setu app mandatory for
all government officials. In a
directive issued here on
Wednesday, DoPT has direct-
ed for download of the app by
all government employees and
self-assessment through this
app before leaving for the
office, the app should show
‘safe’ or ‘low risk’ status .It fur-
ther says that if app shows
‘moderate’ or ‘high risk’ calcu-
lated on Bluetooth proximity
(recent contact with infected
person), such official should
not attend office and need to
self-isolate for 14 days or till
app shows ‘safe’ or ‘low risk’.
Railway board has already
advised that Arogya Setu devel-
oped by Ministry of Ayush is
quite helpful in fight against
COVID-19 to students, facul-
ty/teacher Railway employees
and their families. 

Further it is was also
advised that Ministry of Ayush
has also developed a protocol
for immunity boosting mea-
sures for selfcare for Railway
servants and their family mem-
bers. General Manager Rajiv
Chaudhry has been stressing
regularly for maximising
download of this app by
Railway fraternity and total of
about 1.05 lakh downloads of
this app are done by Railway
employees and their family
members on NCR. This useful
app can be downloaded and
shared through following links
: iOS: ttps ://

apps.apple.com/in/app/aaro-
gyasetu/id1505825357

A n d r o i d :
ttps://play.google.com/store/ap
ps/details?id=nic.goi.aaro-
gyasetu

During extended lock-
down period till  May 3, NCR
has taken 360 degree approach
to improve freight and parcel
transportation to ensure that
no dearth of essential item is
faced in any part of the coun-
try. With motto to transport
even the smallest packet of
essential commodity it has
already loaded 7.8 lakh tonnes
freight and booked 165 tonnes
parcel till April 28, 2020. 

To ensure that no hardship
is faced by customers and all
query related to freight and
parcel operations from anyone
and everyone is answered on
realtime basis, NCR has made
elaborate arrangements
through following means .

Any information on
timetabled parcel trains can be
o b t a i n e d
fromwww.enquiry.indianrail.go
v.in

Round-the-clock function-
al national helpline numbers
139 and 138. 138 being
geofecced will connect to caller
witrh nearest divisional control.
Commercial control of divi-
sions are also responding to any
query from customers and can
be approached on Prayagraj:
9794837343,  9794837285,
Jhansi: 9794831208 ,
05102446066 andAgra :
9760537860  besides a
Centralised Helpline Number
(SETU) of NCR at 9794835988.
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Realising the urgent need to develop low
cost, multi-purpose instruments for

effective sanitisation in prevailing COVID-
19 pandemic, Allywing Solutions, an
incubated company of Malviya Centre for
Innovation, Incubation and
Entrepreneurship (MCIIE) in Indian
Institute of Technology, Banaras Hindu
University (IIT-BHU), has come up with
innovative ready to use UVC based prod-
ucts. This system has been installed at the
first floor of Shatabdi Super Specialty
Hospital Block of Sir Sundarlal Hospital
(SSH) in BHU.

‘We are offering our clients a wide
range of Ultraviolet Germicidal Irradiation
(UVGI) system. Our advanced systems
assure the elimination of biological cont-
aminants such as viruses, bacteria, mold,
spores, allergens, and hundreds of other
airborne contaminants. We make this pos-
sible by effectively and efficiently treating

moving air with UV-C radiation,’ said
MCIIE coordinator Prof PK Mishra.

Highlighting its working principle, he

said that as per latest research publications,
Ultraviolet-C light-based steriliser can
kill a range of microorganisms including
viruses (including SARS syndrome coro-
navirus, Nipah virus etc.) and bacteria in
a short period. The system has series of UV
lamps (depending on size of place of instal-
lation) with each having capacity of 22
watts. Any virus can be deactivated up to
99% by the UVGI dose of 2400
microwattsec/cm2, however this system
can produce UVGI dose of more than 2400
microwattsec/cm2 which ensures the dose
in excess of this for complete inactivation
of coronavirus.

‘This system is also working on auto
timer to ensure the safety of user against
the UV dose. Moreover, visual red/green
indicator ensures safety to workers again
UV hazards. The system may be applied
in hospitals, operation theaters, ICU & IVF
Labs, microbiological labs, special wards,
dental facilities, laboratories, pharmaceu-
tical units, patient care wards etc.,’ he said.  

3��	���������	����	
�����(= ���������	��

���	����	�!�������������&;0	@$

For effective enforcement of
lockdown, the police

authorities have now deployed
Provincial Armed
Constabulary (PAC) in coron-
avirus hotspot areas.

DIG Anant Deo said four
companies of PAC had been
deployed in hotspot areas while
a team of State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF) had
also arrived to manage saniti-
sation work in the city. 

The DIG said that with the
civil police personnel deployed
in hotspot areas getting infect-
ed by the coronavirus, it had
become very difficult to enforce
lockdown in the interior of the
hotspot localities and so it was
decided to deploy PAC at a few
places.

The PAC jawans took out
a route march in Gwaltoli,
Collectorganj, Babupurwa,
Beconganj, Chamanganj and
many other hotspot areas on
Tuesday and Wednesday, send-
ing out a clear message that
lockdown violation would not

be tolerated at any cost. They
also asked the local residents to
remain inside their houses.

The SDRF team would
take up the sanitisation work in
the city. SDRF Sub-Inspector
Shyam Babu said the team
members were fully trained
and would soon take over their
responsibility of sanitising the
police lines, police stations and
other hotspot areas.

Meanwhile, swab samples
of around 200 policemen were
collected at the police lines on
Tuesday and their report was
awaited. The drive to collect
samples would continue for
identification of cops infected
by the virus.

The DIG ordered checking
of trucks entering the city to
prevent entry of people from
other districts. He said there

were reports that people of
other districts were entering the
city by hiding in trucks arriv-
ing here via Naubasta Galla
Mandi border. He said all
trucks arriving in Naubasta
Galla Mandi should be minute-
ly checked. He said the grain
traders had also been asked to
inform the police if they see any
outsider in trucks entering the
city border.  
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Three more coronavirus  positive cases have
come to light in Kanpur City during the

past 24 hours even as one persons succumbed
to COVID-19 in the city, taking the toll to
four.

Chief  Medical Officer Dr AK Shukla told
media persons that the number of coronavirus
positive cases in the city stood at 200 as on
Wednesday afternoon.  He said there were 179
active cases and they were undergoing treat-
ment at various hospitals while around 70
COVID-19 patients had recovered.

Meanwhile, Kanpur Municipal

Commissioner Akshay Tripathi said that to
prevent spread of coronavirus, the Kanpur
Nagar Nigam had stepped up its sanitisation
drives. He said all the jetting machines, and
hand-held machines had been pressed
into service to sanitise all areas as per the ros-
ter. 

Tripathi said on Wednesday, the sanitisa-
tion drive was carried out in Transport
Nagar, Sabzi Mandi, Kidwai Nagar, Binagwan,
Parampurwa, Kidwai Nagar (north), Kidwai
Nagar (south), Ajitganj, Vasant Vihar, Juhi-
Hamirpur  Road, Jarauli, Naubasta (west),
Khadeypur, Usmanpura, Barra, Karrahi,
Babupurwa and Juhi Kalan. 
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Principal Secretary and
COVID-19 Nodal Officer

Nitin Ramesh Gokaran along
with District Magistrate BR
Tiwari and DIG Anant Dev  on
Wednesday visited the multi-
storied KDA Dreams in Panki
that has been identified as a
quarantine area as per the
COVID-19 protocol. 

The complex built by
Kanpur Development
Authority has 350 vacant flats.

Gokaran said with the rise
in number of coronavirus pos-
itive cases, it had been decid-
ed to keep active patients in this
multi-storey complex and thus

necessary modifications and
arrangements were being made
on a priority basis. He said
those who would be housed in
the complex would strictly fol-
low social distancing.

The nodal officer said
medical team and food and
other necessary facilities would
be arranged in the complex. 

The district magistrate said
Halim Degree College was
nearly ready to accommodate
patients. The other places iden-
tified as quarantine areas
include DTS School, Sir Syed
Public School, Eastern Public
School all in  Jajmau, he added. 

Tiwari said foolproof pre-
ventive measures had been

taken in buses that would ferry
coronavirus patients or their
contacts. 

He said the driver’s cabin
had been totally sealed and the
passengers’ space had been
covered by special air-tight
transparent seal to prevent
infection from spreading. He
said similar measures were
being taken in ambulances and
other vehicles used for ferrying
patients or contacts. 

The district magistrate said
Rotary Club of Kanpur west
has donated a huge consign-
ment of sanitiser, gloves, hood
caps and masks for the police
personnel on duty. Rotary Club
president Anil Agarwal said it

was disturbing to see police
personnel sans proper safety
equipment performing duty to
enforce lockdown to prevent
spread of the deadly coron-
avirus.

Meanwhile, Additional
District Magistrate (F&R)
Virendra Pandey said that on
Tuesday an official statement
had been issued regarding the
people who were stuck up in
different cities, districts or
states that had by mistake
given the wrong telephone
contact number. He said all
those who were keen on return
could contact the persons con-
cerned on mobile number
9454418878.
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Divisional Rail Manager
Amitabh Kumar inspected

the railway stations from
Prayagraj to Etawah on
Wednesday. The inspection
was in the wake of restarting
the operation of trains after the
lockdown. He expressed con-
cern over the security of rail-
waymen and directed officials
to provide masks, gloves and
sanitiser to all the staff mem-
bers to enable them to dis-
charge their duties in a safe
environment. At the Kanpur
Central railway station, Kumar
enquired about the working of
sanitiser equipment from the

workman present there. He
also took stock of the availabil-
ity of sanitiser, mask etc. from
the railway officers for the
safety of railway staff from
coronavirus. During inspec-
tion, when Deputy Station
Superintendent Dhirendra
Singh reached there covering
his face with the handkerchief,

the DRM took him to task and
asked him to use proper mask
every time.

During the inspection,
Kumar alighted at the Panki,
GMC and Kanpur central sta-
tion and took stock of the sit-
uation from Station Director
Himanshu Shekhar Upadhyay
and Station Superintendent

RPN Trivedi and inspected
the operations management,
driver and guard lobbies there. 

Talking to media persons,
the DRM said in order to
ensure availability of essential
commodities, operation of
goods train and parcel cargo
express was on. “For this, rail-
waymen on duty in these trains
should also remain safe and
protected from the virus.
Hence, the department has
started making stock of sanitis-
er, mask, coverall kit, tunnel etc.
in huge quantity in advance for
the use by its employees,” he
said. Kumar said all these
arrangements were being made
for the safety of railwaymen.
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Ahistory-sheeter was shot at
and seriously injured when

he had gone to a temple in the
village. He was admitted to dis-
trict hospital for treatment by
the police.  On seeing his con-
dition  serious the doctors
referred him to Kanpur for
treatment. Police lodged an
FIR against four persons who
tried to kill him. According to
police sources, Lalji Pandey
(45), son of Ramdev Pandey, a

resident of Para Dabhani village
under the Bisanda police sta-
tion, had gone to a temple  in
the village where he was sur-
rounded by four persons. He
tried to run away from the spot
but a person shot at him with
a rifle. They all managed to
escape from there.  He sus-
tained serious bullet injuries in
right thigh. His family mem-
bers informed the police about
it. Later he was brought to dis-
trict hospital in Banda for
treatment from where he was

refered to Kanpur. Police said
that the injured person told
them that an influential person
of the village used to catch fish
in the canal and put it on the
Parikrama Marg of the temple
which was opposed by him.
Since then he had enmity with
him and wanted to take
revenge. SHO Bisanda police
station Pratima Singh said on
the complaint of the injured
that an FIR was lodged under
Section 307 in which four per-
sons were named. She said

that those who had been
named in FIR were Ramkrapal,
son of Siyaram, Shivmangal,
Badku Yadav and Veer Yadav.
SHO Pratima singh said that
Lalji was a historysheeter and
20 cases of murder, loot,
attempt to murder and Goonda
Act were registered against
him at the Bisanda police sta-
tion. SHO said that the condi-
tion of the injured was report-
ed to be out of danger. SHO
said that the culprits would be
arrested soon.
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Divisional Rail Manager
(DRM) Varanasi Division

of North Eastern Railway
(NER) Vijay Kumar Panjiar
inaugurated e-office at DRM
office here on Tuesday. Under
the National e-Governance of
the Government of India, a
Mission Mode Project (MMP)
has been developed by the
National Informatics Center
(NIC).  An MoU has been
signed between Indian
Railways and RailTel for the
implementation of e-office in
which latter has been issued a
mandate to implement the e-
office application across Indian
Railways. Various applications
in e-office such as e-file (file
management system), KMS
(knowledge management sys-
tem), CMS (collaboration and
messaging system), e-leave
(leave management system), e-
tour (tour management sys-
tem), PIMS (personnel infor-
mation management system),
PRISM (property return infor-
mation system) and SPARROW
(smart performance appraisal
report recording online win-
dow) are included. While speak-
ing on the occasion, DRM said
that e-office would prove to be

a milestone in the digitisation of
Indian Railways. This would
ensure increased transparency,
accountability, data security and
integrity, he said and added
that e-office system enabled

archival and retrieval of data as
well as electronic movements
and tracking of files. The imple-
mentation of e-office would not
only bring transparency and
efficiency in functioning but
would also promote green work-
ing by saving a lot of paper, he
added.  Panjiar expressed the
hope that e-office in Varanasi
division of NER would be
implemented successfully and

all users would be able to reap
benefits from it. He added that
with the implementation of e-
office all the employees work-
ing in this NER division would
be facilitated. In this direction,

proper training has been given
to officers and employees.
ADRM (Infra) Praveen Kumar,
ADRM (Operations) SPS
Yadav, senior divisional signal
and telecom engineer Ashutosh
Pandey, senior manager of
RailTel Praveen Kumar, various
department heads and senior
officers of NER and RailTel
were also present during the
meeting.
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President Rashtriya Jan
Udyog Vyapar Sangthan

Oran Anand Shivhare along
with SHO Bisanda Pratima
Singh and officer incharge
Oran police outpost took a
round of the town here recent-
ly. The residents of Oran show-
ered flowers on SHO Bisanda
ps Pratima Singh and her team
for doing several welfare works
in the town during the ongo-
ing lockdown period. The
traders of Oran town lauded
the sincere efforts of SHO
Pratima Singh for providing
free ration kits among the
needy and poor. SHO Bisanda
Pratima Singh said that lock-
down guidelines were being
implemented in Oran police sta-
tion area strictly. 

She said that the people
who did not follow lockdown
guidelines were being challaned
under Section 188 of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC). She said
that Superintendent of Police
(SP) Banda Sddharth Shankar
Meena has asked her to ensure
implementation of lockdown in
Bisanda area. 

The Station House Officer
said that people and shopkeep-
ers were being advised to follow
social distancing and wear
masks while coming out of
their houses due to urgent
works. She said that people of
Bisanda town were extending
full support to the police in
maintaining law and order. 
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The officials and employees
of the North Eastern

Railway (NER) are ensuring
the continous movement of
goods and parcel trains during
the ongoing nationwide lock-
down in force to protect peo-
ple in view of the novel coro-
navirus outbreak. 

Railway personnel on their
duty are working cautiously
during this difficult period.
Various works are being done
by them for prevention and
treatment of coronavirus infec-
tion. Apart from it works of
humanitarian aid are being
done voluntarily by railway-
men. The NER administration
was honouring its railwaymen
by declaring ‘Corona warriors
of the day’ every day. In this
series five railwaymen were
honoured on April 27, Chief
Public Relations Officer
(CPRO) Pankaj Kumar Singh
said.

Reports said that Ashok
Kumar Pandey, working as the
chief controller in the central
control room of North Eastern
Railway headquarters, has been
continuously providing his ser-
vices during the lockdown
period. He was ensuring the
smooth movement of goods

trains so that foodgrains reach-
es their destination without any
hindrance whatsoever. In view
of Pandey’s contribution
Additional General Manager
(AGM) ) Amit Kumar Agarwal
honoured him with the
‘Corona Warrior of the Day’
award. 

Likewise Brajmohan Sinha,

working as senior commercial
clerk at goods shed situated in
Basti station tried to prevent
corona infection at his level. He
prepared 160 masks himself
and distributed them among
the daily wagers working in
goods shed and did their ther-
mal screening. This work of
Sinha was highly commend-

able. In view of this effort of his
by Divisional Rail Manager
(DRM) Lucknow, honoured
him by adjudging him as spe-
cial corona warrior of Lucknow
division.

Kamal Kumar, working as
the chief office superintendent
in the Personnel department of
Lucknow division, sent salaries

of about 14,500 employees to
their accounts on time during
the lockdown period. He got
this difficult task done by coor-
dinating with the officers and
other employees for which he
was declared the ‘Corona
Warrior of the Day’ of
Lucknow division.

Likewise Dhananjay Singh,

working as senior section engi-
neer/Electrical in the Varanasi
division of Electricity depart-
ment, besides doing the tasks
assigned to him ensured avail-
ability of masks and sanitisers
for all the employees working
at the power sub-stations.
Besides, he made arrangements
for sanitising the workplace on
time. Moreover he was ensur-
ing uninterrupted power sup-
ply by getting necessary elec-
trical equipment installed in
the corona ward in the Mandal
Hospital. As per the instruc-
tions of the railway adminis-
tration only 33 per cent of the
employees are being called to
work. These limited employees
are supplying electricity to the
Mandal Hospital, divisional
office and colonies. He encour-
aged all employees and their
families to download the
Aarogya Setu App.  Singh’s
devoted to duty was indeed
commendable, for which he
was declared the ‘Corona

Warrior of the Day’ of Varanasi
division.

Similarly Kashmir Singh
Ram Singh, working as a tech-
nician-I/ventilation (Electrical)
at Ramnagar station, made
arrangements for charging.
There were no arrangemnts for
charging of coaches at Kashipur
station. In order to ensure
charging of isolation coaches he
prepared charging line with the
help of a 300-metre-long cable
of 70 sq mm on platform num-
ber 3.

The work done by Kashmir
Singh during this lockdown
period was commendable for
which he was declared the
‘Corona Warrior of the Day’ of
Izzatnagar division.

In order to boost the
morale of railway workers dur-
ing the lockdown period such
awards will be given by the
railway administration in
future too. The railway admin-
istration is proud of such per-
sonnel.
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Co m m i s s i o n e r
Chitrakootdham division

Gaurav Dayal and Deputy
Inspector General (DIG)
Chitrakootdham range Deepak
Kumar inspected the wheat
purchase centre and shelter
home being run in scheduled
caste hostel in Mahoba on
Tuesday.  During the inspection
of wheat purchase centre at
Mandi Sthal  being run by
Kendriya Upbhokta Bhandar
and Vipran Kendra, Mahoba.
Commissioner Dayal instruct-
ed District Food Marketing
Officer Mahoba RK Pandey to
ensure payment to farmers
against the purchase of wheat
within 72 hours.
Commissioner Dayal directed
the official to achieve the tar-
get of wheat purchase of district
Mahoba. Commissioner
instructed the official to ensure
social distancing at all wheat
purchase centres in the district.
Commissioner Dayal spoke to

dozen farmers and took a feed-
back from them too.
Commissioner asked DFMO
about the purchase of gram,
lentil and mustard. The DFMO
said that the purchase of these
items had been started at
Vishishtha Mandi Raipura and
Mandi Samiti Charkhari.
Commissioner directed him

to start the purchase of gram,
lentils and mustard at Mahoba
Mandi Sthal at the earliest.
Later commissioner and DIG
inspected shelter home made
for the people who had been
kept under quarantine there.
Commissioner directed
Mahoba DM to make quality
food available to the people

who had been kept under quar-
antine. Commissioner directed
DM Mahoba to maintain trans-
parency in the ration being
made available to the poor
and needy by the government.
Commissioner asked the DM
to ensure proper distribution of
ration among the poor in the
district. Commissioner told
The Pioneer that everything
was found satisfactory during
inspection. Dayal said that DM
has been directed to ensure
proper implementation of
lockdown guidelines and take
stern action against those who
did  not follow social distanc-
ing guidelines and were found
without face masks. Dayal said
that DM was instructed to
ensure cross-checking of all
wheat purchase centres by
SDMs on a regular basis and
send him a feedback.  Among
those present during the
inspection were Mahoba
District Magistrate Awdhesh
Kumar Tiwari and SP Manilal
Patidar.  
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Superintendent of Police
(Traffic) Aditya Prakash

Verma made people aware
about novel coronavirus due to
which lockdown was in force in
the country. 

On Wednesday at the traf-
fic trifurcation masks were dis-
tributed among swachchhta
mitra, homeguards and police
personnel. It may be pointed

out here to check the spread of
coronavirus pandemic the gov-
ernment has made wearing of
masks mandatory and ordered
action  against those without
them. 

Under the present situation
the contribution of homeguards
and policemen were working
hard day and night and ensur-
ing that the people followed
lockdown guidelines and
‘swachchhta mitra’ was laudable.

uperintendent of Police
(Traffic) Aditya Prakash Verma
distributed masks among such
corona warriors so that they
could take care of their health
and make people aware about
the infection.

Among those present dur-
ing the distribution of masks
were Akhtiar Ahmed Ansari,
Vinod Kumar Sharma, Sunil
Kumar Sinhal and JP Singh
Yadav.
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In order to prevent novel
coronavirus infection a hand-

wash machine was installed in
the Nagar Nigam office. 

All employees were
encouraged to use masks and
sanitiser regularly besides
washing their hands. In order
to ensure cleanliness and wash-
ing of hands and to make
everyone aware an alarm was
being played in the office
through sound system every
two hours. This arrangement
was having a wide impact.
This was said by Municipal
Commissioner Santosh Kumar
Sharma.  With this arrange-
ment all officers and employ-
ees were becoming aware about
their safety and cleanliness, he
said. The official added that he
had directed the authorities
concerned to install handwash
machines at various places in
the city, including hot spots, for

the benefit of sanitation work-
ers and police personnel and
the people. Municipal
Commissioner got sanitisation
work done in his presence at the
Collectorate and other places in
the city.  Besides the sanitisation
work was being regularly done in
Mohammad Mahmand Haddaf,
Chowk Ala Khan, Mullakhel,
Pankhi Chowk, Bahadurganj,

Loha Mandi, Sabzi Mandi, Galla
Mandi, Tareen Bahadurganj,
Sadar Bazar, Chaiksi, rain basera,
Azizganj, Nai Basti, Adarsh
Nagar Colony, Kotwali Rauja,
Hussainpura, Panchwati Wala
Road, Baidharaj Wala Road,
Kaku Wali Road, Kuchehri,
Vikas Bhawan, behind Sadar
police station, Tareen Jalalnagar
and Avas Vikas Colony.
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Maintenance of signalling
and telecommunication

equipment in the North
Eastern Railway (NER) was
continuing uninterruptedly
during the nationwide lock-
down implemented to prevent
Covid-19 infection. Signal and
telecommunication equipment
contribute to the safety and
improved passenger amenities
of the railways. Thus during the
ongoing lockdown various sig-
nal devices were maintained for
the protected movement of
trains such as 4,033 point
machines used in signals, 6,421
track circuits, 147 axle counters,
437 block instruments, 462 level
crossings, 205 gate phones and
35 intermediate block huts. The
maintenance of battery of opti-
cal fibre cable at 128 stations,
public communication system
/train display board at 75 stations
besides Wi-Fi at 268 stations was
done regularly throughout the
lockdown. Thus rail safety has
been strengthened by regular
maintenance of signal and
telecommunication equipment.
During the lockdown ground
connection of 31 point machines
and six old electric point
machines were replaced. Along
with it 1,335 metres of defective
optical fiber cable and 2,675

metres of defective signalling
cable were changed. Besides as
many as 219 old and defective
batteries and 47 defective booms

at level crossings were also
replaced. During this time sur-
veillance/monitoring panel has
been developed and established
at Lucknow Junction, Lucknow
City and Aishbagh stations.
Similarly, a diagnostic panel has
been installed at the Kopa
Samhota station. Network man-
agement system and datalogger
have been connected to surge
protection device (SOD) for
remote monitoring. Railway
safety has also been strength-
ened with such developmental
works.
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As many as  70 PPE kits were
donated by CEO Kannan

Foundation, Noida, Praveen
Singh to Government
Allopathic Medical College
(GAMC) Banda on
Wednesday.   Principal Dr
Mukesh Yadav appreciated the
gesture of CEO Kannan
Foundation Noida Praveen
Singh for making available 70
PPE kits to GAMC Banda.
Later Praveen Singh told The
Pioneer that he had donated
100 PPEs in the district. He had
given 10 PPE kits to District
Mahila Hospital Banda and 20
others to Tindwari primary
health centre (PHC) on
Wednesday.  Singh said that he
was a resident of Amara village
in Tindwari area. After com-
pleting his education he started
the foundation in Noida. He
said that he came to know

about the Covid-19  cases in
Banda so he decided to donate
PPE kits to Medical College
Banda, District Mahila Hospital
Banda and PHC Naraini. Singh
said that he had also identified
500 poor families who required
financial assistance. He said
that he had distributed �1,000
among 172 such families of the
villages of Tindwari, Pailani
and Jaspura towns. He said that
remaining people would also be
distributed �1,000 each within
a week.  Singh said that he had
placed an order for 15,000 masks
which would be distributed
among the poor and needy peo-
ple of the district.  Those present
on the occasion were district
president, BJP Ramkesh Nishad,
BJP Youth leader, Swadesh
Gaurav Shivhare Golu, general
secretary BJP Akhilesh Nath,
Banda, Rajat seth, Dileep
Gupta, Baburam, Prashant
Singh and Nikhil Saxena. 
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Various voluntary organisa-
tions of National Thermal

Power Corporation (NTPC)
Rihand station are providing
food items and other essential
facilities to the needy in view
of outbreak of Covid-19 pan-
demic. Vartika Mahila Mandal,
has provided a cheque of
�15,000 to the Navodaya
Mission, an organisation of
employees of Rihand station

with its own fund. With this
amount the Navodaya Mission
will provide foodgrains and
other relief materials to the san-
itary workers and labourers.
On the occasion Padma
Iyengar, chairperson of Vartika
Mahila Mandal, Rihandnagar,
along with other office-bearers,
Lakshmi Sahu and Madhavi
Ramesh and Navodaya
Mission’s Amit Dhiman,
Yogendra Kumar and Mukesh
Kumar etc. were present. 
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As many as 6,000 lunch
packets were distributed

among the needy in different
parts of the city on Wednesday.
MLA Prakash Dwivedi said that
they were distributed in
Padmakar Chauraha, Station
Road, Civil Lines, Sutarkhana,
Rahuniya, Khaipar, Chhoti Bazar,
Khutla, Aliganj, Chhawani,
Ramleela Road, Roadways bus
stand, Jawahar Nagar, Maharana

Pratap Chauraha, Jheel ka Purwa,
Swaraj Colony, Shukul Kuwan,
Kalu Kuwan, Kyotara, Karbala,
Muktidham, Rahuniya,
Bangalipura, Noniya Mohal and
Peeli Kothi. Those who distrib-
uted these lunch packets were
Rajat Seth, Ankit Agnihotri,
Anurudha Tripathi, Vishwa
Prakash Srivastava, Pushkar
Dwivedi, Rajesh Gupta, Anil
Singh, Santosh Rajput, Pankaj
raikawar, Mahendra Singh
Kachhwah, Ankit Angihotri,

Rahul Dwivedi. MLA Dwivedi
talking to The Pioneer said that he
had directed party workers to dis-
tribute the lunch packets among
the poor and needy so that no one
was remained hungry in entire
Banda Vidhan Sabha area. He said
that he was meeting the poor and
needy and asking about their
grievances so that they could be
redressed at his level. He said that
distribution of lunch packets
would continue during lock-
down period. 
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A18-year-old girl Sharjahan
committed suicide by

hanging herself with the help of
a dupatta in Belwa Babu village
under the Chauri Chaura

police station  on Tuesday
evening. On getting informa-
tion about the matter police
reached the spot, took the
body of the deceased into their
custody and sent it for the post-
mortem examination.
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One person was electrocut-
ed when a handpump was

being repaired at a brick kiln
situated near Sikra Baraipur vil-
lage under the Adalhat police
station on Tuesday. 

According to a report
received here, the handpump
located at the brick kiln was
being repaired and Shankar
(45), its employee, was helping
the mechanics, Javed, Sanjay
and Yunus there. Suddenly the
rod of the handpump touched
a high-voltage wire as a result
of which Shankar died on the
spot while Javed, Sanjay and
Yunus seriously burnt.
Following a complaint lodged
by Anand, son of the deceased,
the incharge Narainpur police
outpost Shyamdhar Singh, reg-
istered a case and sent the body
of the deceased for an autopsy
while others were admitted to
a local hospital. 
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Security forces in
Jammu&Kashmir on

Wednesday got a prize catch in
their kitty as one of the three
terrorists killed in the night
long operations in Melhoora
area of Shopian district was
believed to be the Chief of the
Al-Qaeda linked Ansar
Ghazwatul Hind (AGH) terror
outfit, Burhan  Majid Koka.

In the encounter, three
security force personnel,includ-
ing a senior officer, also sus-
tained injuries and were evac-
uated to hospital for medical
treatment.

Anti-terrorist operations
were going on in the South
Kashmir region for last seven
days, without a pause.   So far
16 terrorists have been killed in
seven anti-terrorist operations
in last two weeks in Kashmir
valley.  

The first contact with the
group of hiding terrorists was

made late Tuesday night  in
which one terrorist was gunned
down while two others were
neutralised during the night
long operations. All three dead
bodies were recovered by the
security forces during search-
es on Wednesday morning.

Till late evening, the
Jammu and Kashmir police
authorities remained tight
lipped over the real identity of
the three terrorists and their
affiliation with a terror outfit.
However, local villagers in the
area and unconfirmed reports
claimed one of the three killed
included  Burhan Majid Koka.

The spokesman in Srinagar
issued a press statement which

stated, "the operation was
launched on the basis of a cred-
ible input about the presence of
terrorists in Melhoora area of
District Shopian". The
spokesman said, "a cordon and
search operation was launched
jointly by Shopian Police, 55RR
and 178Bn CRPF in the area.
During the search operation,
the hiding terrorists fired on
the search party. The fire was
retaliated leading to an
encounter".

In the ensuing encounter,
03 terrorists were killed. The
identification of killed terror-
ists is being ascertained, police
spokesman added. The medico
legal formalities of the killed
terrorists are being done.

Police spokesman said,
"incriminating material includ-
ing arms and ammunition were
also recovered from the site of
encounter". "Police has regis-
tered a case and initiated inves-
tigation in the matter",
spokesman added.
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Covid-19 pandemic contin-
ued its upward march in

Tamil Nadu taking the number
of persons tested positive for
coronavirus to 2,162 in the
State on Wednesday. The day
saw 104 persons testing positive
for coronavirus on  a single day.

The four-day total lock-
down of five major cities in the
State including Chennai
announced by the Tamil Nadu
Government on April 26 is
coming to an end on Thursday
morning. 

But out of the 104 persons
testing positive for corona virus
on Wednesday , 94 were from
Chennai and the remaining
persons from the neighbouring
districts of Chengalpet,
Kanchipuram, Thiruvallur and
Villupuram.

With 82 persons getting
cured and discharged from
various hospitals in the State on
Wednesday, Tamil Nadu is left
with 922 active Codvin-19
patients in different hospitals.

As a prelude to the relax-
ation of lockdown on
Thursday, the Government has
banned any kind of retail sale
of fruits and vegetables in
Koyambedu Fruits and
Vegetable Market, the State’s
biggest wholesale market.

Chief Minister Edappadi
Palaniswami, who addressed
district collectors, superinten-
dents of police and medical
professionals through video
conferencing on Wednesday
reminded them that though the
lockdown is being relaxed from

Thursday morning, regulations
and restrctions which were in
force on April 26 would con-
tinue without any changes.
District borders and inter-state
borders would be closely mon-
itored while all people coming
to Tamil Nadu would be thor-
oughly screened for any kind of
expose to infection.

The Tamil Nadu cabinet
which will meet on May 2 is
expected to announce  various
crucial decisions, including
easing of lockdown. Since the
lockdown period is coming to
an end on  May 3, certain mea-
sures to ease it will be
announced, especially in areas
where the spread of coron-
avirus is very less, Secretariat
sources said.

Meanwhile para medic
staff led by doctors are scan-
ning the entire stretch between
Rajiv Gandhi Government
General Hospital and
Pulianthope, a suburb five km
away from the hospital. 

This is because of an
attempt made by one of the
patients from the hospital’s
isolation ward who managed to
come out of the hospital unno-
ticed and walked all the way to
his home on Monday night. 

Though the police nabbed
him on Tuesday morning itself,
authorities are leaving no
stones unturned and checking
the entire road stretch from the
hospital to Pulianthope. 

Hospital sources said that
they do not expect any major
mishap as the patient walked
the entire stretch past midnight
while the roads were empty.
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Undeterred by the Kerala
High Court staying its

move to defer one month’s
salary of the employees, the
CPI(M) led Kerala Government
has chosen the Ordinance route
to subvert the court ruling.

In his daily media briefing,
Chief Minister Piarayi Vijayan
said that the Kerala
Government would soon issue
an Ordinance which would
empower the Government to

defer/seize one month’s salary of
the employees. “The State is
undergoing through a phase of
unprecedented financial crisis
because of Covid-19 pandem-
ic. There has been a big fall in
the State’s revenue and we want
to tide over this crisis,” said
Vijayan.

He said the contention of
the High Court was that the
Government’s move to defer the
salary is bereft of any legal
power. “We are promulgating
the ordinance to empower the

Government order with legali-
ty so that we could go ahead
with the move to salary defer-
ment. The decision to promul-
gate the ordinance was taken in
the cabinet meeting held on
Wednesday,” said the Chief
Minister.

The Kerala High Court
while hearing a petition filed by
the opposition parties and trade
unions affiliated to them chal-
lenging the Government’s move
to defer the salary had stayed the
move and ruled that it was not

possible to accept the
Government's  submission that
it had the power to defer the dis-
bursement of salary by a few
months. “Payment of salary is
certainly not a matter of boun-
ty. It is a right vested in every
individual to receive the salary.
Article 300A of the Constitution
which confers a right to prop-
erty will include within its
purview “salary” also a proper-
ty, at least prima facie,” the judge
had said on Tuesday while stay-
ing the Government Order and

adjourning the petition for fur-
ther hearing to May 20.

What makes the issue
interesting is that the CPI(M)
while justifying the
Government’s right to defer the
salary of Kerala Government
employees is on the other side
of the fence in Tamil Nadu
where it is strongly opposing the
Edappady Palaniswami
Government’s decision to freeze
the Dearness Allowance and put
on hold the  leave encashment
facility.

Dhule (Maharashtra): A fleet
of 70 buses have started for
Rajasthan's Kota to bring back
an estimated 2,000 students
from Maharashtra stranded
there, an official said here on
Wednesday.

The buses have been sani-
tized and will maintain ade-
quate 'physical distancing' pre-
cautions during the 650-kms
journey to and from Kota.
Each has two drivers.

The bus fleet is expected to
reach Kota on Thursday and
after the students board, will
return to the state on Friday,
said an official from Dhule.

The development came five
days after senior Congress
leader Prithviraj Chavan raised
the issue with Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on bringing

back around 6,000-7,000 stu-
dents from the state who are
stranded in different countries
around the world besides
around 2,000 stuck in Kota
owing to national lockdown.

Following the plea,
Thackeray asked Transport
Minister Anil Parab to coordi-
nate with the Centre and
Rajasthan governments and
after getting all the clearances,
the buses were shown the green
flag.

Minister of State for
Revenue and Guardian
Minister for Dhule, Abdul
Sattar said that all precautions
have been taken for the drivers
who are provided face masks,
sanitisers, besides maintain-
ing 'physical distancing' norms
to ensure an event-free journey.
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Whether it is war or peace,
Madras Regiment

Centre, Wellington, in Nilgiris
of Tamil Nadu, does not need
any introduction to people in
South India. During wars, the
brave soldiers of MRC
Wellington had  performed
unbelievable missions to elim-
inate and annihilate the ene-
mies. 

The actions of the brave
jawans of the unit are folklores
in this part of the country.
During peace time, MRC
Wellington  was the most
sought after team in South
India’s football circuit. The
All-India Football
Tournaments in Kannur,
Kozhikode and Thrissur  in
Kerala used to have sold out
galleries when Kuppusamy and
late Vinod Philip kicked the
ball around much to the glee of
their fans.

Wars are over and football
is almost dead  in this part of
the country except for the

Indian Soccer League matches.
But the tradition of MRC
Wellington lives on. The war-
riors of this glamorous unit of
the Indian Army are fighting a
different war in 2020 April.
True to the theme of Indian
Army, “Har Kaam Desh Ke
Naam”, the brave fighters along
with the Army Wives Welfare
Association are on a mission to
provide food, medicine and
other essential items to resi-
dents of interior Nilgiris which
are inaccessible to ordinary
folks because of the hilly ter-
rains.

When the civil adminis-
tration intimated the difficul-
ties faced by the government
staff in reaching out to labour-
ers and their families in the
hinterland of the Blue
Mountains, officials of MRC
did not think twice. The MRC
jawans were on the mission to
transport dry ration including
atta, rice, daal and oil. They
worked on the motto decided
by Indian Army: “Combating
COVID With Care and

Compassion”.
“The Indian Army has

been in forefront of 
reaching out to needy and pro-
viding them with the much-
needed relief materials as a
result of which a large number
of people have benefited. In
consonance with Indian
Army’s slogan “Har Kaam Desh
Ke Naam” to combat COVID
19, the units and Centres of
Dakshin Bharat Area will
remain committed to reaching
out to the needy people there-
by upholding the ethos of
“Service Before Self ”, said a
media  release issued by the
Commandant of the MRC on
Wednesday. 

The Jawans who undertook
the mission prefer to be the
unsung heroes. 

They are happy seeing the
smiling faces of the children,
aged and inform who could get
sumptuous meals because of
their adventurous mission
defeating coronavirus, rains
and inhospitable terrain of the
Wild Western Ghats.

Thiruvananthapuram: Kerala
Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan, here on Wednesday,
said as of now 3,20,463
Keralites settled abroad had
registered with Norka-Roots to
return home, as and when the
lockdown was lifted and the
airports opened.

Of this, 2,23,624 were on
labour/residence visa, 57,436
on visit visa, 29,219 on depen-
dent visa, 7,276 students, 691
on transit visa and 11,327 oth-
ers, he said.

"Of these, 56,114 have lost
job, 58,823 on vacation travel,
41,236 whose visit visa have
expired, and 23,975 whose visa
have expired or cancelled,"
said Vijayan.

There are 9,561 children,
10,007 senior citizens, 9,515
pregnant, 2,448 students whose
education have completed and
748 freed from jails among
them. Also, there are 49,472
specialised workers, 67,136
professionals and 24,107 self-
employed.

The Malappuram district
has the highest number with
54,280 applicants, followed by
Thrissur and Kozhikode with
over 40,000. There are 23,014
from Thiruvananthapuram and
3,459 from the Idukki district.

The registration has to be
done on www.norkaroots.org
of the state-run Norka-Roots,
the official body of diaspora.

The facility was opened by
the Kerala government, after
the Centre decided to accede to
their requests.

Of an estimated 2.5 million
non-resident Keralites, 90 per
cent are in the Middle East
countries. Around 3-500,000
are likely to return after the
revival of air services.

IANS
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In a huge spike in number of
fatalities and infections for the

second consecutive day, as many
as 32 persons  died of Covid-19
on Wednesday taking the num-
ber of deaths to 432 and 597
people tested positive for
Coronavirus.

A day after the pandemic
claimed 31 lives and left 729
others infected, as many as 32
persons succumbed to Covid-19
in various parts of the state.

With 597 fresh infected
cases reported on Wednesday,
the total number of confirmed
Covid-19 positive cases mount-
ed to a staggering 9915.

Of the deaths reported on
Thursday, Mumbai accounted
for 26 deaths, while there 3
deaths  in Pune, one each in
Solapur,  Aurangabad and
Panvel With 26 new deaths, the
total number of deaths in
Mumbai rose to 270, while
infected cases mounted to 6644.
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However, with only 10 active positive
cases currently undergoing treatment at
different Covid-19 hospitals, Jammu dis-
trict is gradually coming closer to break the
chain of spread of coronavirus. On the
other hand, situation on ground zero in
Kashmir Valley remains challenging as the
total number of positive cases jumped to
523 on Wednesday.

A total number of 16 fresh cases were
detected, all from Kashmir division while
not a single case from Jammu tested pos-
itive.

On a positive note, five patients, three
serving doctors were discharged from
Jammu and 11 patients were discharged
from Kashmir after they fully recovered
and tested negative for the second time in
succession.

Karnataka’s tally has gone up to 523 out
of which 207 have recovered and 20 peo-
ple have died in the state. Kerala has
reported 485 cases so far while 219 have
been discharged and 4 people have died
in the state due to coronavirus.

Madhya Pradesh continues to report
more infected cases. The tally has risen to
2,387 while 377 have been discharged and
the death toll stands at 120 in the State.

The number of infected people in
Tamil Nadu has gone up to 2,058 out of
which 1,168 have been discharged upon
recovery while 25 people have died in the
state while in Uttar Pradesh, the number
of cases has gone up to 2053 out of which
462 have been cured and 34 people have
died.

West Bengal has reported 725 cases so
far out of which 119 have been discharged

and 22 people have died in the State.
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Close to 40 per cent of the total
deaths are in Maharashtra where 400
have died of Corona, so far.

Claiming that the Government has
been providing quality health services
to the patients, the Minister said only
0.33 per cent patients are on ventilators,
1.5 per cent patients are on oxygen sup-
port while 2.34 per cent are in the
Intensive Care Units.

The Ministry has also pushed its
integrated disease surveillance pro-
gramme (IDSP), a nation-wide sur-
veillance system for epidemic prone dis-
eases, strengthening it with “substantive
digital inputs,” the Minister added.

“The Ministry of Science and
Technology, under my charge, has also
been working on innovations and have
been funding certain projects which are
going to make the testing procedure
quite fast,” Vardhan said.

The Health Minister also asserted
that India has successfully tackled pub-
lic health emergencies of international
concern and pandemics in the past as
well. “Our nation has the requisite
national core capacities stipulated in the
international health regulations to man-
age public health emergencies,” he
added.

Vardhan said India had maintained
continuous situation awareness, with
pre-emptive and proactive approach
and followed a graded response as per
continuously evolving scenario to tack-
le Covid-19 pandemic.

;;$.+E;��'�@�0.:
�@���#.$��'0�$;6
+.4����;##'$��#.$
;$$54;6�50�.##5�'��

In a letter issued to all departments,
it said all the officers, staff (including out-
sourced staff ) working in Central
Government should download ‘Aarogya
Setu’ application on their mobile phones,
immediately.

The Aarogya Setu application devel-
oped by the Government helps people to
assess themselves on the risk of their catch-
ing the coronavirus infection.

A senior officer -- Joint Secretary
(administration) -- in all the departments
would ensure strict compliance of the
instructions, the order said.

“Ministries/departments may issue
similar instructions to all autonomous,
statutory bodies, PSUs etc attached to
them,” it added.

Officers of the level of Deputy
Secretary and above have already joined
the offices following the Government’s
instructions.

All Central Government departments
have been asked to call only one-third of
the staff below Deputy Secretary level on
rotation basis to the offices.
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It said considering that NEET is the first
step “to weed out the evils from the system”,
it would not be in the national interest to
step back considering the overall scenario
and “if we revert to the old system, poster-
ity is not going to forgive us”.  

It said the provisions of Indian Medical
Council Act and regulations do not ultra
vires or takes away the rights guaranteed to
the aided and unaided minority institution
under various provisions of the Constitution.

A bench of Justices Arun Mishra,
Vineet Saran and M R Shah said,
“Resultantly, we hold that there is no viola-
tion of the rights of the unaided/aided
minority to administer institutions under
Articles 19(1)(g) and 30 read with Articles
25, 26 and 29(1) of the Constitution of India
by prescribing the uniform examination of
NEET for admissions in the graduate and
postgraduate professional courses of med-
ical as well as dental science”. Holding that
the regulatory measures by prescribing
NEET in no way interfere with the rights to
administer the institution by the religious
or linguistic minorities, the top court said
that it intends to weed out evils from the sys-
tem and various malpractices which decayed
the system.  

“Regulatory measures cannot be said to
be exceeding the concept of limited gover-
nance. The regulatory measures in question
are for the improvement of the public health
and is a step, in furtherance of the directive
principles enshrined in Articles 47 and
51(A)(j) and enable the individual by pro-
viding full opportunity in pursuance of his
objective to excel in his pursuit...,” the bench
said, while disposing of 76 petitions by var-
ious minority and private institutions chal-
lenging Centre’s notification related to
NEET.

Among the institutions which peti-
tioned included Christian Medical
College, Vellore, Manipal University, SRM
Medical College Hospital  and Karnataka
Private Medical and Dental Colleges
Association.

The court said the regulatory measures
are intended for the proper  functioning

of institutions and to ensure that the stan-
dard of education is maintained and does
not fall low under the guise of an exclu-
sive right of management to the extent of
maladministration. 
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The clarification by the CBSE officials
came amid uncertainty over when the
exams will be conducted leading to spec-
ulations that the exams will be done away
with in a one-time arrangement.

“We are prepared to conduct board
exams for class 10 and 12 pending due to
the lockdown in wake of the COVID-19
situation in the country. The exams will be
conducted for 29 subjects crucial for pro-
motion and admissions to undergraduate
courses, at the first possibility. The students
will be given at least a 10-day notice before
exams are conducted,” a senior HRD
ministry official said.

“States have been asked to start the
evaluation process for the exams already
conducted and have been advised to facil-
itate evaluation of answer sheets. The CBSE
will also issue instructions for marking or
assessment of non-important subjects not
included in the list of 29 subjects,” the offi-
cial said.

Universities and schools across the
country have been closed and exams
postponed since March 16 when the
Centre announced a countrywide class-
room shutdown as one of the measures to
contain the COVID-19 outbreak. Later, a
nationwide lockdown was announced on
March 24, which has now been extended
till May 3.

The board was not able to conduct

class 10 and 12 exams on eight examina-
tion days due to the coronavirus outbreak.
Further, due to the law and order situation
in northeast Delhi, the board was not able
to conduct exams on four examination
days, while a very small number of stu-
dents from and around this district were
not able to appear in exams on six days.

“Considering the extraordinary cir-
cumstances, the board had decided to
conduct exams only for 29 crucial sub-
jects as against over 40 remaining sub-
jects. For the rest of the subjects, the
board will not hold examinations and
instructions for marking and assessment
in all such cases shall be separately
issued,” the official said.

HRD Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal
‘Nishank’ on Tuesday had interacted with
education ministers of states. Delhi Deputy
Chief Minister Manish Sisodia had sug-
gested that students be marked on the basis
of internal assessment as it is not feasible
to conduct the pending exams now.
Education ministers from different States
also put forward deliberations being made
about their respective state boards.

The Bihar board has already
announced results for three streams of class
12 and is in the process of evaluation of
class 10 exams. The Uttar Pradesh board
is yet to begin the evaluation and will take
a call in this regard soon.

The CBSE has already announced that
it will not be conducting any exams for stu-
dents in foreign countries. “There are sev-
eral CBSE schools located in 25 countries.
Each of these countries are also under lock-
down and have decided to close down the
schools for various and differential lengths
of time. Under such circumstances, it is felt
that the board will not be in a position to
hold differential sets of exams for each of
these countries,” the official said.
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Shah Rukh Khan made no qualms
about who the actor was in the film and
developed a rare friendship that lasted till
the very end. SRK helped Irrfan recuperate
through an extended treatment regime in
London by letting him stay at his house
there. 

When Jurassic Park (1993) released,
Irrfan barely had the money to buy a tick-
et to watch the film. He later went on to star
in the franchise as a part of the Jurassic World
(2015), a testament to his determined jour-
ney. Khan was an international talent
before crossovers became a cinematic fad.
He was Everyman before characters like him
easily got �100 crore returns at the box office.
Be it as the loner wanting companionship
but caught in his dilemmas and burdens of
the past in The Lunchbox, the frustrated and
lustful mid-30ish man with a heart of gold
in Life in a Metro, the fiercely determined
Paan Singh Tomar or the slacker car service
agency head who sorts out a complicated
and on-the-wire Piku, you always remem-
ber each of Irrfan’s characters with a smile.
Simply because he imbued them with a rare
humanity and sensitivity, calibrating emo-
tions with such tremendous control that
never once did the actor overtake the char-
acter. That was his art and in many ways his
life. Of course, he stole hearts with a natural
flair for comedy in both Hindi Medium and
Angrezi Medium, deftly capturing the peren-
nial Indian obsession of defining their self-
worth through their language proficiencies.

And how can one forget his outings in Vishal
Bhardwaj’s Shakespeare adaptations,
Maqbool and Haider. When he utters the
lines as Roohdaar in Haider (2014), “Darya
bhi main, darakht bhi main … Jhelum bhi
main, chinar bhi main … dair bhi hoon,
haram bhi hoon … Shia bhi hoon, Sunni bhi
hoon, main hoon pandit … main tha, main
hoon aur main hi rahoonga,” they amplified
the consummate ease with which he mar-
ried all the rasas of abhinaya. He stood out
in Maqbool despite the presence of seasoned
actors like Naseeruddin Shah, Om Puri,
Pankaj Kapoor and Tabu.  

That sure was a jump for the son a
wealthy zamindar from Tonk in Rajasthan
who had decided to pursue acting as he was
fascinated by the craft of Shah.

When someone told him that Shah had
graduated from the National School of
Drama (NSD), Irrfan got obsessed by the
idea and managed to get in. “If NSD, where
I learnt the nuances of my craft during 80s,
wasn’t there I wouldn’t have been here. It has
given me everything,” he told us during the
promotions of Hindi Medium.

Much before film promotions became
a subsidiary business, Irrfan handled his own
PR. He had called us for an interview on the
sets of Paan Singh Tomar in Roorkee, doing
an interview in his vanity van because the
site was the space he inhabited at that
moment and he wanted us to be an expe-
riential participant in it rather than giving
standard quotes. Once outside on the sets,
the professional took over. It was the same

soloist attitude that saw him take strong posi-
tions on societal matters, particularly against
Muslim clerics, without thinking about the
consequences on his career,

Some thought he was into intellectual-
ising his role, others thought he was the eter-
nal brooder but Irrfan, in one of the earli-
est interviews to this paper, insisted he never
thought so much. “I apply no method, I just
follow examples from real life, observe peo-
ple around me, listen to their stories. A char-
acter comes alive with emotion and that can-
not be taught but felt,” he had told us on the
sets of Paan Singh Tomar. Of course, he
interpreted the world through his world of
books as he was a voracious reader.    

If anything, cancer made him philo-
sophical and a feisty warrior. He never for-
get his fans and would reach out to them
with his heartfelt notes on social media and
email, talking about the magic of life. In a
tweet quoting author Margaret he remind-
ed us that “Life is under no obligation to give
us what we expect.”

Irrfan had tried many different things
from business to service to TV serials before
joining the film industry but soon realised
that these did not interest him. So he chased
his dream, giving up privileges he could have
had. “I understood that till the time I enjoy
doing something I cannot do it continuously.
If you are bored out of your wits within six
months, how can you continue to do it for
the rest of your life?” he had said. And he
did something he loved with a passion... till
his last breath.
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As the Government is yet to
take a call on bringing

back Indians from the Gulf
countries, the Navy is ready-
ing its three warships for the
possible evacuation. The
national carrier Air India and
transport planes of the IAF
may also be deployed for the
mission likely to commence
after May three when the
national lockdown ends.

In the backdrop of sever-
al Indians working in the
Gulf countries informing the
embassies their intention to
return in the backdrop of
coronavirus pandemic and
massive job loss due to drop
in oil prices, the Government,
while yet to take a final view,
has asked the armed forces
and the Air India to be on
standby, sources said here on
Wednesday. The stakeholders
were also asked to apprise the
Government of the possible
evacuation plan, they added.

As per an estimate, there
are more than five to seven
million Indians in the Gulf
countries and the ministry of
external affairs has already ini-
tiated consultations with the
States here for the necessary
arrangements. 

Moreover, the embassies
in the Gulf region were also
directed to firm up report
about those willing to return
and provide all assistance to

them, off icials  said.
Discussions between various
wings of the Government
were also on as to who will
bear the expenses of the evac-
uation-will it be those return-
ing or the central govern-
ment, sources added. Apart
from the evacuation, the cen-
tre has to plan in collaboration
with the states about the quar-
antine process of the return-
ing people and sources said
talks were on between the
stakeholders.

As regards the Navy, INS
Jalashwa, a 17,000-ton
amphibious warship or land-
ing platform dock, can accom-
modate 1,000 to 1,200 people,
and is now getting ready at its
base at Visakhapatnam.  The

other two smaller such ships
are in the western seaboard
and are also on a standby
mode, sources said adding all
the weaponry and other items
were removed to make place
for ferrying people.

In case, if smaller number
of people are to be brought
back, the IAF may press into
service its C-17 and IL-76
planes, they said adding these
planes recently evacuated
more than 200 Indians from
Iran and Wuhan. Besides the
armed forces, the government
has the option of tapping the
civil aviation sector which
has more than 500 aircraft
available for the evacuation,
sources said.

In the past, India brought
back more than 1.5 lakh of its
citizens in 1990 after Iraq
launched military offensive
against Kuwait.  Similarly, in
2015, 5,500 people were evac-
uated after Saudi Arabia
launched air strikes against
Houthi rebels.
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After Moody’s Investors
Service slashing India

growth forecast for calendar
year 2020 to 0.2 per cent, from
2.5 per cent projected in March,
the Centre on Wednesday pro-
jected the agriculture growth
rate at least 3 per cent which is
the long-term growth rate
despite most of the economic
activities are at standstill amid
the nationwide lockdown due
to coronavirus. Agriculture
and allied sector''s growth
stood at 3.7 per cent during the
2019-20 fiscal.

Addressing the media,
Union Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar said
that agriculture Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) was
at 3.7 per cent during last year.
“I am confident that this
growth in future will not be
impacted much," Tomar added. 

Presenting a very positive
outlook for the sector, the
Minister said despite the lock-
down in the country, the sow-
ing of summer crops had
increased to 57.07 lakh hectare,
which is more than 38 per cent
over the area sown last year. 

“Even in such trying cir-
cumstances and conditions,
sowing has not decreased. In
other related activities, the sec-
tor is making good progress
due to the good practices
adopted by the government
and hard work by farmers,”
Tomar said.

Echoing the sentiments,
agriculture expert and NITI

Aayog member Ramesh Chand
on Wednesday said that even at
a time when 60 per cent of
India’s economy is closed, in the
case of agriculture, things are
happening. “Our estimate is
that the sector will see a growth
rate of 3 per cent despite all pre-
vailing adverse circumstances.
The share of agriculture sector
in the economy is 17 per cent.
I am sure that during these dis-
tressing times, agriculture will
rise and give support to the
economy,” he added.

The contribution of agri-
culture to the Gross Domestic
Products (GDP) decreased
from 18.2 per cent in 2014-15
to 16.5 per cent in 2019-20.
The decline was mainly due to
a decrease in share of GVA of
crops from 11.2 per cent in
2014-15 to 10 per cent in
2017-18, according to the eco-
nomic survey. 

The share has been declin-
ing on account of relatively

higher growth performance
of non-agricultural sectors.

However, according to
Chand, prices of major com-
modities and vegetables were
higher in mandis this year
than last year. “When prices are
favourable and terms of trade
are better, farmers invest more.
As much as 60 per cent of
India’s economy is closed, but
in the case of agriculture,
things are moving. 

It will register a 0.5 per
cent growth rate and the fear
that the Indian economy will
shrink will be negated,” said
Chand.

According to Chand, good
monsoon, 40-60 per cent high-
er water availability in the
reservoirs, and 5 per cent high-
er offtake of fertiliser during
the first four months of this
year are the major signs indi-
cating a bumper production
this year.” On top of that, 20
per cent increase in the sale of

seeds and high food prices,
showing better terms of trade
and more encouragement to
the farmers to produce are also
expected to give cues to an
affluent crop season,” Chand
added.

Earlier, the Minister said
that there is a surplus food-
grain in the country and there
is no shortage of vegetables
during the lockdown. 

According to Tomar,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi remains committed to
doubling the income of farm-
ers by 2022. “The agriculture
sector has remained unaffect-
ed due to the Covid-19 lock-
down, but there have been
other problems. As soon as the
situation improves, we will
start working towards the
goal,” he said

Regarding the damage to
the crops due to recent weath-
er conditions, the minister said
there were provisions available
between the states and the
Centre to tackle the issue.
Recounting the measures taken
by the Government to aid the
sector, like the PM Kisan and
increasing coverage of the
KCC, he said the Modi gov-
ernment increased the MSP of
various crops by 50 to 109.
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The new academic session
for freshers may begin in

universities from September
and for already enrolled stu-
dents in August in the wake of
the COVID-19 outbreak in
the country, the University
Grants Commission (UGC)
told universities on Wednesday.

Detailing the guidelines
for examinations and academ-
ic calendar for the universities
in view of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and subsequent lock-
down, the commission said
the exams for final semester
students be conducted in July.

"Intermediate students will
be graded based on internal
assessment of the present and
previous semester. In states
where the COVID-19 situation
has normalised, there will be
exams in the month of July. 

For terminal semester stu-
dents, exams will be held in
July," the UGC said.

"Universities may follow a
six-day week pattern and devise
proforma to record travel or
stay history of staff and students
for the lockdown period.
Extension of six months will be
granted to MPhil, PhD students
and viva-voice be conducted
through video conference," it
added.

The commission clarified
that the guidelines are adviso-
ry in nature and varsities may
chalk out their own plan taking
into consideration issues per-
taining to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 
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Scientists from the CSIR-
Central Mechincal

Engineering Research Institute,
Durgapur, have developed a
robot ‘HCARD’ to assist the
frontline healthcare workers
battling Covid-19 in maintain-
ing physical distance from the
virus infected patients and save
themselves getting infected. 

The robotic device
HCARD, in short for Hospital
Care Assistive Robotic Device,
is equipped with various state-
of-the-art technologies and
works both in automatic as well
as manual modes of navigation.

This robot can be con-
trolled and monitored by a
nursing booth with a control
station having features such as
navigation, drawer activation
for providing medicines and
food to patients, sample col-
lection and audio-visual com-
munication, said Prof. (Dr.)
Harish Hirani, Director, CSIR-
CMERI.

He explained, “The
HCARD could be effective for
frontline healthcare officials
dealing with Covid-19 patients
in delivering services while
maintaining mandatory phys-
ical distancing”. 

The cost of this device is
less than �5 lakh and the weight
is less than 80 kilograms, added
Prof. Hirani.

The CSIR-CMERI is also
working on war footing to
minimise the impact of the con-
tagion through technological
interventions.

Scientists at the CMERI
have also developed a few other
customized technologies,
including Disinfection
Walkway, Road Sanitiser Unit,
Face Mask, Mechanical
Ventilator and Hospital Waste
Management Facility, said Prof
Hirani.
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The Congress on
Wednesday hit back at

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman saying instead of
twisting facts she should
come up with simple answers
on the issue of wilful default-
ers.

Congress spokesperson
Randeep Singh Surjewala
took to Twitter to fire four
queries at  the Finance
Minister.

"To mislead or misstate
facts, while holding the august
office of Finance Minister, is
most  unfair,  Nirmala
Sitharamanji,"  Surjewala

tweeted as he pointed to an
apparent discrepancy in the
amount of  money 
reportedly recovered from
Nirav Modi, Mehul Choksi
and Vijay Mallya.

"You tweeted that Rs
2,780.50 crore had been
recovered from Modi-Choksi-
Mallya. On March 16, 2020,
parliament was told that the
Enforcement Directorate had
recovered only � 96.93 crore
in five years under PMLA-
FEMA!" he stated.

“1.  Why has Modi
Government written off bank
loans worth �6,66,000 crore
between 2014/15 and

2019/20?
2. Is RBI's RTI reply dated

April 24, 2020, of bank loans
write off of �68,607 crore
wrong or right?"

3. Why is Modi govern-
ment writing off bank loans of
absconders and 
fraudsters l ike Nirav
Modi+Mehul Choksi (Rs
8,048 crore), Jatin Mehta (Rs
6,038 crore), Mallya (Rs 1,943
crore) and others as per RBI's
RTI reply of April 24, 2020?

4. Who permitted such
huge write offs of bank loans
and defaulters and why,"
S u r j e w a l a
questioned.
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Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman and

Information and Broadcasting
Minister Prakash Javadekar on
Wednesday accused Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi of mak-
ing false claims on “wilful
defaulters, bad loans and write-
offs”, calling them an attempt to
“mislead people in a brazen
manner” and sensationalise
facts.  

While Sitharaman accused
Rahul of “trying to mislead
people in a brazen manner”,
Javadekar advised the former
Congress chief to "take tuition"
from his party colleague and
former Finance Minister P
Chidambaram.

He said he was taken aback
by the Congress leader's com-
ment that Modi 
government has waived off Rs
65,000 crore of loan defaulters.

“@RahulGandhi should
take tuition from
@PChidambaram_IN on the
difference between “write off ”
and “waive off ”. @naren-
dramodi govt has not waived
off any loan. “Write off ” is a
normal accounting process. It
doesn’t stop recovery or action
against defaults,” Javadekar
said.

“Writing off is process to
show depositors correct pic-
tures of bank. It doesn’t stop
banks from taking actions and
pursuing recovery. We’ve seen
how Nirav Modi’s assets are
seized and auctioned. Mallya
has been left with no choice but
to come back as his appeal in
HC has been rejected,” he said.

Sitharaman accused
Congress leader of “trying to
mislead people in a brazen

manner”. She also listed the
cases of Mehul Choksi and
Vijay Mallya and said that the
Narendra Modi-led BJP gov-
ernment is pursuing these will-
ful defaulters.

Rahul had said on Twitter
that the government waived
loans worth �6.66 lakh crore
since 2014 till September 2019.
The former Congress president
said he had asked in Parliament
the names of the top 50 bank
loan defaulters in the country,
but the finance minister 
did not answer. Now, the RBI
has given out the list which
includes Nirav Modi, Mehul
Choksi and many of BJP’s
“friends”, he said.

Sitharaman, in a series of
tweets accused Rahul  of sen-
sationalising facts by taking
them out of context.
Highlighting that between
2009-10 and 2013-14, sched-
uled commercial banks had
written off Rs 1,45,226 crore,
she quipped, “Wished Gandhi
consulted former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh on
what this writing-off 
was about”.

She said provisions are
made for Non-Performing
Assets according to a four-year
provisioning cycle laid down by
the RBI. “Upon full provision-
ing being done, banks write-off
the fully provided NPA but
continue to pursue recovery
against the borrower. No loan
is waived off,” she wrote.

The Finance Minister said
that wilful defaulters were ben-
eficiaries of ‘phone banking’
under the UPA regime and the
Modi government is chasing
them to recover the dues.

She also referred to media
reports quoting former Reserve

Bank of India (RBI) governor
Raghuram Rajan as having
said that a large number of bad
loans originated in the period
2006-2008 and “too many loans
were made to well-connected
promoters who have a history
of defaulting on their loans”.

“Useful to recall the words
of Raghuram Rajan: “A large
number of bad loans originat-
ed in the period 2006-
2008…Too many loans were
made to well-connected 
promoters who have a history
of defaulting on their
loans…Public sector bankers
continued financing promoters
even while private sector banks
were getting out. RBI could
have raised more flags about
the quality of lending…”
Raghuram Rajan (said)…
From 2015, PSBs (Public Sector
Banks) were asked by the gov-
ernment to check all NPAs >50
crores for wilful default,”
Finance Minister 
responded to Rahul Gandhi on
Twitter.

The Finance Minister also
explained how properties
belonging to fugitives Nirav
Modi, Mehul Choksi and
Vijay Mallya have been
attached by the Modi
Government af ter  they
defaulted on the loans.

Sitharaman maintained
that immovable and movable
properties belonging to fugi-
tive Nirav Modi worth more
than �2,387 crores have been
attached or seized, including
foreign attachments of
�961.47 crore. “The auction of
luxury items belonging to
Nirav Modi has yielded for
�53.45 Crore. He is in prison
in the UK,” she said
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While the race is on to find
a cure for the Covid-19,

the Union Ayush Ministry has
handed out a recipe of an
immunity boosting herbal for-
mulation to the States and
firms in the sector for the man-
agement of the highly infectious
virus which has caused havoc all
across the world.

To be prepared from the
extracts of herbs Basil (tulsi)
leaves, cinnamon bark, sunthi
(Zingiber officinale) and krish-
na marich (Piper nigrum), the
decoction will be known as
‘Ayush Kwath’ or  ‘Ayush
Kudineer’ or ‘Ayush Joshanda’,
said the Ayush Ministry in a let-

ter to the stakeholders recent-
ly.  

The Ayurveda companies
are already on their job. Delhi-
based AIMIL Pharma engaged
in producing a range of herbal
products, said that it is in the
process of launching the ‘Ayush
Kwath’ in powder and tablet
forms in the market soon.

“Various reports have
shown that Coronavirus has
been found to be fatal for peo-
ple with weak immune system.

“The herbs enlisted by the
Ministry for preparing 'Ayush
Kwath' are well-known known
for their immunity enhancing
properties,” Sharma said
emphasizing that the decoction
will be for the benefit of the

humankind struggling with the
pandemic.”

The AIMIL Pharma’s
herbal drug, Fifatrol is already
well-accepted in the market
for its efficacy to fight off vari-
ous viruses and  has  been found
to be effective in curing major
bacterial infections.

According to health
experts, while  Coronavirus
reduces the immune response
of the infected person, it has also
been observed that mostly its
target is people with low
immune system. 

The experts feel that
improvement of the immune
system helps in reducing the
effects of the infection and also
fight the Covid-19.

The Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in his ‘Mann ki
Baat’ last week had reiterated
usage of Indian alternative med-
icine system, saying that people
across the world are paying spe-
cial attention to the importance
of ayurveda and yoga amid the
Covid-19 pandemic and that
the social media is full of write-
ups related to its benefits in
boosting immunity.

In fact, Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Shiv Raj Singh
Chauhan too announced that
his government will distribute
the Ayush decoction to at least
over one crore people across the
State in next three months in a
bid to enhance their immunity
to fight the virus.
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The Union Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment

on Wednesday asked the States
and Union Territories to ensure
that the Covid-19 centres for
testing/ quarantine and treat-
ments at the hospitals are dis-
abled-friendly.

In a letter to the Chief
Secretaries of all the States and
UTs, Shakuntala Gamlin,
Secretary, Department of
Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities (DEPwD) at the
Ministry, pointed out that the
current crisis poses greater
threats to the PwDs not just due
to their compromised immu-
nity and ability to perceive or
comprehend information but
also due to absence of accessi-
bility features in the physical

environment and eco-system
provided at such Covid-19
related facilities.

Asking the States to imple-
ment the guidelines prepared in
this direction by the Ministry in
letter and spirit, the senior offi-
cial said that “ priority treatment
for the PwDs and provisions of
safety, healthy living and
hygiene for them, attendants,
care-givers and accessible ser-
vice providers, such as sign lan-
guage interpreters should be
ensured.”

In addition, it is also nec-
essary that basic physical acces-
sibility features are ensured, as
per reasonable accommoda-
tion in the centres for Covid-19
testing and quarantine facilities
as well as for treatment at hos-
pitals and health centres, said
Gamlin.

It must be ensured that
basic features of accessibility
such as signages, requisite items
like soaps and gloves are pro-
vided at these centres so that
persons with restricted mobil-
ity and those dependent upon
attendants/caregivers are not
inconvenienced further, espe-
cially during the times of this
pandemic, she reminded.

The Government has clas-

sified health facilities into three
categories Covid-19 Care
Centre, Dedicated Covid-19
Health Centre and Dedicated
Covid Hospital. These dedicat-
ed facilities will have separate
earmarked areas for suspected
cases and confirmed cases, and
ensure the available hospital bed
capacity is used only for mod-
erate to severe cases of the infec-
tion.
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Novel Coronavirus, which
has exploded across the

globe, is more brutal to men in
outcomes and fatality is almost
2.5 times when compared to
women, though both genders
have the same prevalence,
according to a study published
in a recent journal of Public
Health.

So far, researchers have
confirmed that older Covid-19
patients and those with co-
morbidities, such as heart dis-
ease and respiratory condi-
tions, are at greater risk of
severe disease and death.
However, Dr. Jin-Kui Yang, a
physician at Beijing Tongren
Hospital in China, noticed that
the number of men dying from
the virus appeared to be high-
er than the number of women.

"This raised a question:
are men more susceptible to
getting or dying from Covid-
19? We found that no-one had
measured gender differences in
COVID-19 patients, and so
began investigating."

Yang and a group of col-
leagues analyzed several
patient datasets to see if there
were differences in how men
and women respond to Covid-
19. This included data on 43
patients who the doctors had
treated themselves and a pub-
licly available dataset on 1056
Covid-19 patients.

The virus responsible for
Covid-19 is similar to the
virus behind the 2003 SARS
outbreak, and it attaches to the
same protein, called ACE2, on
cells it attacks. Given this
similarity, the doctors also
analyzed a dataset of 524

SARS patients from 2003.
Strikingly, in the largest

Covid-19 dataset, over 70 per
cent of the patients who died
were men, meaning that men
had almost 2.5 times the death
rate of women. And interest-
ingly, being male was a sig-
nificant risk-factor for worse
disease severity, regardless of

age.
In the SARS dataset from

2003, the researchers found a
similar trend, with a signifi-
cantly higher mortality rate
amongst males compared
with females. Interestingly,
levels of ACE2, the protein
involved in the viral attack in
both SARS and Covid-19,

tends to be present in higher
levels in men, and also
patients with cardiovascular
disease and diabetes, all of
whom have worse outcomes
in Covid-19.

However, further research
is needed to determine exact-
ly why men with Covid-19
tend to fare worse than
women. While the current
study has a small sample size,
and larger studies are needed
to confirm the results, this is
the first preliminary study
investigating the role of gen-
der in morbidity and mortal-
ity in patients with the dead-
ly pathogen.

Globally, the number of
novel coronavirus cases have
surpassed 3.1 million along
with reporting more than
200,000 deaths across the
world.
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For the world, the outbreak of
Coronavirus has meant solitary
confinement for so long. There’s
nothing much to cheer about. In the
words of Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, “Home is the new office and the inter-
net is the new meeting room.” Even those,
who had otherwise been “digitally ignorant,”
have now taken to the internet to stay con-
nected, air anxieties, share information and
bide the quarantine time. According to data
from the department of telecommunications,
Indians consumed 308 petabytes (PB) or
308,000 terabytes (TB) of data daily on an
average for the week beginning March 22.
Such rapid consumption of data has also lured
cybercriminals to “harvest free-floating”
data to accelerate the spread of malware. But
are internet users even aware of the socio-tech-
nical challenges that come along? With the
spread of the disease, we are (rightfully) bom-
barded with health advisories almost every
day but are we even aware of the importance
of preserving user privacy so as to maintain
cyber hygiene in these turbulent times?

Some forms of cybercrimes that have
assumed importance in COVID-19 times
include phishing, malware distribution, ran-
somware, fake news, cyberbullying, zoom-
bombing and even child pornography.
Phishing is a type of social engineering attack,
which is done to steal personal data using
emails or phone calls. Many more techniques
are applied to lure the victim to click at mis-
chievous links or to share the OTP. Only late
last month, a Mumbai resident reported to
have lost substantial money after he was
coaxed to share an OTP on the recently down-
loaded malicious contact-tracing app.
Similarly, social media platforms, emails
and apps have also been “weaponised” with
malware (also referred to as “spyware”, “pay-
loads”, “trojans” and “rootkits”), which stealth-
ily steals personal data from the device of the
unwitting victim. In the wake of the spread
of Coronavirus, a threat map website, too, was
launched to steal personal information from
a panicked public. 

To top it all, sextortion email scams are
back with vengeance. Such dubious emails
falsely claim to possess porn videos of the vic-
tim and demand ransom, usually in bitcoins.
In certain instances, IT resources of the vic-
tim could be “locked”, this is termed as “denial-
of-service” (DoS) attack. Another prevalent
category doing the rounds amid Corona pan-
demic is that of misinformation (fake news),
which has only further alleviated fears. To cite
an example, a fake message claimed that
administrators of 52 WhatsApp groups were
detained by the Dadar Cyber Crime Police.
Another viral message alleged that Prime
Minister Modi is offering �15,000 to all
Indians and that the Government has
launched a video conferencing tool,
“Namaste” as an alternative to Zoom. 

Several spurious websites advocating
safety tips and treatment methodology have
mushroomed, too. The latest scam using UPI

revolved  around the PM Cares
Fund with a fake UPI ID being
floated. Likewise, several dupli-
cate websites have emerged
where the unemployed are
expected to deposit some money
to have access to potential job
givers. Scams offering discount-
ed services from Reliance Jio and
Netflix have been there, too.
Believe it or not, fraudsters even
tried selling the world’s largest
statue for $4 billion, claiming the
proceeds would be used to help
the Gujarat Government fund its
fight against the Coronavirus.

Besides, Zoom calls have wit-
nessed undesirable videos and
leakage of sensitive office infor-
mation. What is most unfortu-
nate is that there has been a sharp
rise in the demand for child
pornography. The digital preoc-
cupation of children has
increased because of lockdown-
related compulsions of using
digital collaboration tools for
“study from home” and they have
gone more vigorously on online
dating and gaming platforms,
too. As a result, “children, teens
face a bigger risk online” warned
a report. Cyberbullying, includ-
ing unpleasant social media
retorts and humiliating posts
against individuals or a commu-
nity, particularly the Chinese
and their look-alike communi-
ties, have also inflated to almost
900 per cent in the last few weeks.  

All such criminal activities
on the cyberspace echo the view
that a quarantined world has

become like living on a block of
thin digital ice that calls us to be
extra cautious. To avert COVID-
related cybercrimes, we must
practise basic “digital distancing”
and maintain “cyber hygiene”
norms. One must particularly be
wary of “unsolicited emails” or
unknown “friend requests.” One
should never open links made
available through unknown
addresses. It should also be a
complete no-no to apps that
originate from unreliable loca-
tions or expose our personal
details on social media. 

Increased digital activity
from domestic devices insists that
we install anti-virus and virtual
private network (to camouflage
real IP addresses). We should also
regularly upgrade our software.
Let us develop a habit of creating
stronger passwords, consisting of
“caps”, “special symbols” and
“numbers.” We must also keep
changing your passwords regu-
larly; for this one can rely on
inbuilt password managers. 

Using two-factor authentica-
tion is a must; maybe we can pur-
chase hardware keys like Yubikey.
Let us keep our webcams closed
when not in use. Adopting a very
strict “zero-trust” approach,
which includes keeping privacy
settings of all the devices and apps
stringent, is essential. One must
make sure that everything and
everyone is verified before we
grant any information or access
to it. After all, where there are vul-
nerabilities and weakness, there

is space for greater harm — both
physical and cyber.

If despite all the aforemen-
tioned precautions, one unfortu-
nately gets entrapped in any
kind of cybercrime, the easiest
way out is to seek help by dialling
“100” and registering an
FIR/complaint. However, in
doing so, the victim must provide
all supporting documents and
details of the crime, including
his/her name, date and time of
the incident, email, mobile num-
ber, hard copy and soft copy of
the screenshot of the malicious
message. A complaint can also be
lodged with the national central
portal, cybercrime.gov.in.
Simultaneously, it is prudent to
report to the respective service
provider of the digital platform
where this crime has happened
(such as Google for Gmail). 

Indeed, these times have
imposed serious challenges on us.
As rightly remarked by Lt Gen
Rajesh Pant, National
Cybersecurity Coordinator,
“Cybersecurity is everybody’s
responsibility” and “...the end-
point of cyberspace is our mind.”
Let us all join hands together and
stay extra vigilant on internet
spaces and dampen the celebra-
tory din echoing from the corri-
dors of cybercriminals, a la’
Jamtara. After all, digital trends
are here to stay in a post-pan-
demic period, too.

(The writer is Associate
Professor, Indian Institute of Public
Administration, New Delhi)
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Sir — The West Bengal
Government has taken the
admirable decision to relax
mandatory admission of COVID-
19 infected patients to hospitals
due to the lack of large quaran-
tine facilities. Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee said that those
COVID-19 infected people, who
have reasonable living or physi-
cal spaces at their homes for quar-
antine, should go for home iso-
lation, instead of institutional
quarantine, with necessary social
distancing. I appreciate this deci-
sion of the Mamata Government
because home quarantine is far
better than hospitalisation. I urge
other States to take such a deci-
sion so that the contagious virus
is controlled as soon as possible.

AL Nadwi 
Bengaluru

�������������	������	

Sir — This refers to the article,
“Rural India hunkers down to
avoid COVID-19” (April 29) by
Kalyani Shankar. The writer’s
humanitarian view about rural
Indians in the midst of

Coronavirus epidemic merits
appreciation. Inarguably, rural
India is less equipped in tackling
the dreaded disease than its
urban counterpart. Thankfully,
the former, which houses two-
thirds of the Indian population,

still remains safe and sound so far.   
However, any complacency at

this juncture might culminate in
the opening of a Pandora’s box of
woes. The situation may get out
of hand in case the virus hits the
rural swathes. To top it all, the

health infrastructure in these
areas is woefully inadequate to
tackle a surge in the number of
COVID-19 cases. As it is, people
are finding it difficult to follow
the social distancing and lock-
down protocols, both physically

and economically, too. 
The writer has rightly stressed

on the need for a pragmatic
strategy, keeping in mind the eco-
nomic growth and healthcare
needs of this lot of the people.
This needs serious deliberation.
Gram panchayats can be tapped
for the implementation of any
such move.

Azhar A Khan
Rampur
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Sir — At a time when we stand
agape at the Facebook-Jio deal
involving billions of dollars,
images from a quarantine facili-
ty in Agra, where inmates were
scrambling to get tea, biscuits and
water through locked gates is dis-
graceful. It lays bare the truth
about poverty, hunger, filth and
disease engulfing the poor.
Poverty has been an amalgamat-
ed untouchability apparatus
besides caste, religious and gen-
der toxicity. Corona times have
deepened the abyss.

Shreshta
Via email
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While the world struggles to combat the
deadly pandemic spread by COVID-19,
the dragon nation believed to be the orig-

inator and spreader of the deadly virus is busy work-
ing out its options to combat the international pres-
sure and campaign launched against it. The nation,
which was dreaming of becoming the world leader,
is today finding itself pushed to the wall, with most
nations joining together and demanding an inter-
national inquiry into how the virus emerged out of
the Wuhan laboratory and the deliberate delay in
sharing information about its existence? The glob-
al community holds China responsible for the loss
of health and human lives, the damage to the world
economy and for the hardships humanity will have
to face in a post-COVID world. Beijing is also being
questioned over the disappearance of virus whistle-
blowers in China and strict censoring of any infor-
mation pertaining to the outbreak. As expected,
China has denied all the allegations and continues
to do so amid growing international demands of
monetary compensation from it against the
Coronavirus damages to the global economy. 

Wuhan, which is the epicentre of the
Coronavirus crisis, has been on the radar of the glob-
al community since long as it was dubbed to be the
location of the largest virology laboratory in the
world, housing about 1,500 kinds of viruses. It was
also rumoured that the US and China were jointly
developing the biological agent. The virus is
believed to have hit the city in October but by the
time the disease became global and Wuhan was
locked down in the third week of January, maximum
damage had already been done. Two weeks prior to
the lockdown, almost five lakh people had left
Wuhan for their homes in central China and 18
international destinations. Many of them were car-
riers of the deadly Coronavirus. The question now
being asked as a subject of international inquiry is,
“Was it intentional or accidental?”

Why does China find itself in a quagmire today?
Despite its counter-offensive and rubbishing of alle-
gations against it, the dragon nation finds itself iso-
lated globally. A peep into recent events in China
is essential to understand the same. The connection
between the phenomenal rise of Xi Jinping and his
autocratic style of functioning by capturing complete
power within the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
and his ambition to make China the number one
power in the world and the Wuhan episode is a mat-
ter of study. Xi is the most powerful man in China
donning three hats of the general secretary of the
CCP, president of the People’s Republic of China
(PRC) and the chairman of the Central Military
Commission (CMC) among many other top
Governmental posts. In order to make China great
again, Xi has enunciated a grand strategy.

At the 19th CCP National Congress in October
2017, Xi announced his ambition of realising the
“Chinese dream” of national rejuvenation. He said,
“The Chinese nation has stood up, grown rich and
is becoming a strong nation. To fulfil our dream, I
have set up a timeline with three major target dates.
By the party centenary in 2021, China should fin-
ish building a moderately prosperous society in all
respects. By 2035, China should be much stronger
economically and technologically, have become a
global leader in innovation, and have completed its
military modernisation. By the PRC centenary in
2049, China should have resolved the Taiwan ques-
tion and be a strong country with world-class forces.”
Was the Wuhan experiment part of the grand strat-
egy of Xi? Was it planned as a centenary gift on the
occasion of his first timeline of the celebration of
the centenary of CCP?

“Winning without fighting” is an old Chinese

strategy. It goes to the credit of modern
Chinese leadership, including Xi, that they
have not ignored the ancient Chinese wis-
dom but instead imbibed it in their
modern thinking and strategies. Ancient
Chinese General, strategist and philoso-
pher Sun Tzu liked to win before the other
side even knew they had lost. Was Xi try-
ing to emulate the legendary Chinese
strategist? China has also mastered the art
of “grey zone warfare.” Xi’s grey zone tool
kit is expansive and includes “global eco-
nomic domination” through political and
economic coercion. Was the virus intend-
ed as a masterstroke to cripple the com-
peting world economies? If it was, Xi has
definitely succeeded in his game plan for
the time being. While India has always
considered the threat from China as a rea-
son to grow, Beijing has always envisaged
us as an impediment and existential
threat to the fulfilment of the “Chinese
dream” and thus an intended target.

To its credit, the US was the first
nation to call the Chinese bluff by blam-
ing China and terming the pandemic as
the “China virus.” It also questioned the
role of the World Health Organisation
(WHO) and put it under the scanner, ulti-
mately withdrawing the financial assis-
tance to the global health watchdog.
Beijing lost no time in counter-attacking
and blaming the US for bringing the virus
to China during the World Military
Games held in Wuhan in October 2019.
It blamed the US for bringing infected sol-
diers as part of the 300-strong contingent.
However, the Chinese argument was not
convincing because had it been so, why
did the virus not affect other athletes in
the American contingent and from other
contingents, including the Chinese, and
why did it remain confined to Wuhan
only? 

In view of the prevailing geo-politi-
cal situation, Iran was the only nation that
supported the Chinese charge. Thus, the
“conspiracy theory” sold by China as a
counter-narrative to the assault by the US

and other European nations failed to hold
ground. The global community also took
notice of the fact that by mid-March, when
the rest of the world economies were on
the verge of collapse and economists were
predicting a worse crisis than 2008-09 or
the “Great depression”, Chinese factories
had commenced production. 

China had begun to re-build its sup-
ply lines whereas a lockdown in major
parts of the world had brought the glob-
al economy to a standstill. Worse than that
was the aggressive buying overseas of the
majority shares in their companies. It
smacked of the real conspiracy since com-
panies in China are also the properties of
the CPC. Xi’s dirty ambition was exposed
before the world.

India, during this entire crisis, has
behaved like an independent, matured
nation with paramountcy to its national
interests. Many wanted India to join the
US in withdrawing financial support to the
WHO and echo the global outcry of an
international enquiry against China. India
did not want to be recognised as a cheer-
leader of the US or other west European
countries but preferred to chart its inde-
pendent course. India did not openly
blame China because the situation
demanded no disturbance on the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) that may interfere
in the nation’s fight against COVID-19.
But India lost no time to nip in the bud
the evil designs of Chinese companies by
making Government nod mandatory for
Foreign Direct Investments from neigh-
bouring countries, a move aimed primar-
ily at Chinese firms. Beijing did make a
noise, calling it violation of World Trade
Organisation norms but India stood firm. 

The Indian intelligentsia also played
its role in naming and shaming China.
Brahma Chellany, a famous China-watch-
er, minced no words in stating, “The
COVID-19 pandemic should be a wake-
up call for a world that has accepted
China’s lengthening shadow over global
supply chains for far too long. It is only

by reducing its global economic influence
that the world can be kept safe from
Chinese political pathologies.”

This outbreak is a golden opportuni-
ty for India to realise its ‘Make in India’
ambition and become a global manufac-
turing hub. India must also remember that
power begets respect and compliance and
so it must keep its long-term vision in
mind and strengthen its armed forces. 

As a prelude to revival of the econo-
my, India needs to ensure that its huge
workforce stranded in various parts of the
country is gainfully employed, thus gen-
erating jobs. The Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Yojana package should not turn
into a free dole but used to generate
employment. Randhir Singh, a
Chandigarh-based senior advocate, in a
letter addressed to the PM has suggested
effective measures to generate employ-
ment for migrant labour, which include:
Organising them into a manageable
workforce based on their skills and expe-
rience under retired personnel from uni-
formed forces as supervisors; employing
them in time-bound projects under the
local administration to include cleanliness
and sanitisation of public places, cooking
food in community kitchens, tree planta-
tions, water harvesting, desilting, construc-
tion of water tanks and restoration of tra-
ditional check dams,  loading/unloading
of essential supplies, supplementing farm
labour and couriers/delivery boys.

The dragon has been pushed to the
wall and should not be allowed to bounce
back without paying for its deliberate mis-
chief. India needs to complement the glob-
al effort and also chart a strategy to con-
tain China in the post-Corona world.
India should also bat for a new global
treaty to deal with the risks to the future
of humanity. There is growing dissent in
China. It is the right time to strike when
the iron is hot by launching a psy-war
campaign against the CPC and Xi.

(The author is a Jammu-based  commen-
tator, security and strategic analyst)
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Mass layoffs are an impending
consequence of this pandem-
ic, which is likely to further

rupture our already ailing economy. In
response to the global and national
economy taking a hit and financial dif-
ficulties brought on by the lockdowns
necessitated by the need to curb the
spread of the pandemic, employers
have altered traditional working meth-
ods to limit contact between employ-
ees. They are embracing remote work-
ing methodologies, bonus/salary cuts

while mass layoffs have become the
order of the day. Even as we are  obliv-
ious to the depth of the virus’ impact
on the economy, one thing is abundant-
ly clear — the workplace will never be
the same again. 

With lockdown 2.0 in effect, the
cash reserves will further plummet, cre-
ating additional strain on employers
and will subsequently aggravate the
problem of layoffs in a company’s pur-
suit to save depleting resources from
further drain. This is especially true for
organisations that cannot function
remotely owing to the nature of their
business. In such a scenario, one can
only imagine the plight of white col-
lar workers, the condition of blue col-
lar employees, contractual labourers
and those belonging to the unorgan-
ised sector. 

Anticipating joblessness brought
on by the pandemic, the Government
on March 20 issued an advisory to all

private and public companies, dissuad-
ing them from wage deduction and
employment termination. It further
stated that salaries of workers shall not
be deducted even if they were com-
pelled to stay at home due to the pan-
demic. On March 29, the Government
invoked the Disaster Management
Act, 2005 and issued a notification
under Section 10(2)(1) to State
Governments and Union Territories
requiring all industrial and commer-
cial establishments to refrain from wage
deduction, retrenchments and to
ensure timely payment of wages. 

However, mere announcements in
the absence of Government
Ordinances for payment of wages to
employees are not legally binding in
nature and lack effectiveness. Like in
the case of Maharashtra, the notifica-
tion is advisory in nature and should
not be misconstrued as absolute or
legally enforceable, by the employees.

The rationale behind the order was to
provide some financial respite to
employees during a crisis.
Unfortunately, State Governments
have not issued any legally-binding
Ordinances, therefore giving employ-
ers the liberty to lay their employees off. 

In the interim, employers should
take into account alternatives to out-
right termination — such as reduced
schedules, furloughs, or salary cuts. To
further mitigate the stress emanating
from job losses, there is severance pay,
which serves as a temporary cushion
for employees while they look for
another job. Severance packages are
taxable in the hands of the employee
as profit in lieu of salary under Section
17(3) of the Income Tax Act. However,
it may be exempt by virtue of Section
10(10C) of the said Act if compensa-
tion is received under a Voluntary
Retirement Scheme, subject to certain
conditions. Unfortunately, there are no

special relief packages for employees
laid off on the pretext of the pandem-
ic, though partial relief afforded under
Section 89 may be claimed if s/he is
liable to pay tax in respect of compen-
sation received on termination of
employment. So, what should you do
if you get laid off by your firm? 

Consult your Human Resource
department: This could be done even
before you receive a letter of termina-
tion, just to know about the company’s
future plans. If and when you receive
a termination letter, you must consult
the HR and find out whether it is a tem-
porary or permanent measure.

Get a written acknowledgement:
Irrespective of the nature of your
notice, it is your duty to secure a writ-
ten acknowledgement of the same. It
is advisable to ask for the reason of such
a termination in the letter or e-mail
itself.

Consult your lawyer: You may

approach your lawyer with the employ-
ment contract and letter of termination
so that you are apprised of the poten-
tial remedies available to you. If in
future, the Government plans to give
any relief package or implement a
process of re-employing all those laid-
off because of the lockdown, all the
documentations will come in handy.

Look for opportunities: In these
distressing times, many organisations
are resorting to collaborative practices
by hiring laid-off employees so that the
talent pool is not lost. This is termed
as “People + Work Connect”, which is
employer-to-employer partnership.
Keep yourself abreast of changes in the
economy, specifically industries that
directly impact your nature of work. 

Know your situation: The best
way to start planning for the future is
to see your present situation — as is.
Make a note of your basic expenses and
chalk out a plan to be financially inde-

pendent in tough times. 
Crashing economies, plummeting

sales figures, coupled with the uncer-
tainty of business redemption, are
prompting many companies to termi-
nate employment so as to save them-
selves from running out of business. 

People scarred by unemployment
are asking themselves, “What now?”
Job loss can be a disturbing and diffi-
cult time, psychologically and financial-
ly, particularly with so many unknowns
in our world right now. But profession-
als terminated by their employers
must keep abreast of the key develop-
ments introduced by the Government
and handle the forthcoming chapter in
their career with confidence. The key
to navigating the rough waters of
COVID-19 is to remember that this is
temporary and we are in this togeth-
er.

(The writer is Managing Partner,
KS Legal and Associates)
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Benchmark indices defied
gravity for the third straight

day on Wednesday, spurred by
robust gains in financials, bank
and IT stocks amid positive
overseas cues. 

A smart recovery in the
rupee and short covering ahead
of the expiry of April futures and
options (F&O) contracts added
to the momentum, traders said.

After surging 783.07 points
during the day, the 30-share BSE
Sensex ended 605.64 points or
1.89 per cent higher at 32,720.16
— an over six-week high.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty
advanced 172.45 points, or 1.84
per cent, to close at 9,553.35.
HDFC was the top gainer in the
Sensex pack, rallying 7.07 per
cent, followed by HDFC Bank at
4.87 per cent. The HDFC twins
accounted for over half of the
index’s gains. 

Other winners included
HCL Tech, M&M, Tata Steel,
SBI, ICICI Bank, Bajaj Finance
and Infosys, spurting up to 4.11
per cent. On the other hand,
Axis Bank, Asian Paints, HUL,
Titan and Nestle shed up to 3.67
per cent.

Indian markets opened on
positive note taking cues from
its Asian peers and ahead of U
S Federal Reserve’s decision on

interest rates amid the ongoing
coronavirus pandemic, said
Narendra Solanki, Head- Equity
Research (Fundamental), Anand
Rathi.

“Indian benchmarks
extended their gains in late
afternoon session as traders
also took encouragement from
reports of Finance Minister’s
likely announcement of larger
stimulus package for the econ-
omy, which also led to some
short covering in heavily nega-
tive sectors like financials ahead
of monthly expiry on Thursday,”
he said.   Vinod Nair, Head of

Research at geojit Financial
Services, said,” Expectations of
lockdown measures easing and
company specific news about
restarting operations, gave sup-
port to the markets. The volatile
crude oil prices were also up
because of a lesser than fore-
casted increase in US oil inven-
tories.”

BSE metal, finance, teck, IT,
telecom and capital goods
indices rallied up to 3.92 per
cent, while FMCG ended in the
red. Broader BSE midcap and
smallcap indices surged up to
1.04 per cent. 
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The Ministry of Housing
and Urban Affairs

(MoHUA) will soon issue an
advisory to all Real Estate
Regulatory Authorities and
State Governments to protect
the interest of home buyers and
other real estate industry stake-
holders amid lockdown in view
of coronavirus outbreak . 

This has been decided after
a high level meeting of Central
Advisory Council (CAC)
chaired by Housing and Urban
Affairs minister Hardeep Singh
Puri on Wednesday. The meet-
ing was attended by NITI
Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant,
Secretary, MoHUA Durga
Shankar Mishra, Secretary
Department of Legal Affairs
AK Mendiratta and other
stakeholders of real estate
industry.

According to a statement
issued by the ministry, the
concerns of the real estate sec-
tor particularly the impact of
the pandemic COVID-19 and
consequent nationwide lock-
down were deliberated in the
meeting. 

“There was a demand for
providing special relief for the
real estate sector so that the sec-
tor is able to cope up with
adverse impact of the current
crisis.  COVID-19 has already
disrupted construction activi-
ties due to reverse migration of
labour at large scale and dis-

ruption of supply chain of var-
ious construction materials,”
the statement said.

“After detailed delibera-
tions, the Housing Minister
assured all the participants
that the matter will be consid-
ered keeping in view the inter-
ests of all stakeholders. He
further said that MoHUA will

soon issue,” it said.
The real estate body

Naredco has estimated that the
sector would incur losses of �1
lakh crore on account of
COVID-19 and the subsequent
lockdown and sought a $200-bil-
lion package from the
Government to kick-start the
economy. 
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The Government is “seri-
ously considering” unveil-

ing packages, to the extent
possible, to support sectors
facing distress and a decision in
this regard will be taken at the
Prime Minister’s level, Union
Minister Nitin Gadkari said on
Wednesday.

Interacting with real estate
body Nardeco via video con-
ferencing, the MSME 
and Road Transport and
Highways said minister: “I
have also given suggestions
from my department but a
final decision will be taken by
the Prime Minister and the
Finance Minister”.
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The Government is looking
into the possibility of build-

ing smart cities along the Delhi-
Mumbai Express Highway that
is being built on a new align-
ment, Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari said on Wednesday. 

However, a final decision on
this will be taken by the Finance
Ministry and the Prime

Minister’s Office, he said. “The
Government is looking if NHAI
can plan a township along the
highway (Delhi-Mumbai
Expressway) ... A Cabinet note
has been floated for this,” Road
Transport, Highways and MSME
Minister Gadkari said during an
interaction with real estate body
NAREDCO via a video confer-
ence. The �1 lakh crore flagship
Delhi-Mumbai Expressway pro-

ject is scheduled to be complet-
ed within three years and and
expected to cut down the travel
time between Delhi and Mumbai
to just 12 hours. Gadkari said the
Government has saved about
�16,000 crore on land acquisition
front alone on the project on a
new alignment and will pass
through backward and far-flung
tribal areas of Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, Haryana and Rajasthan.

�������!���	������	�����
����	���������
�����	�B���

��������
��	����
���2��	
����

	����
�������
��
��	

/����2���

2���	�������	����	�����������	��	��������	�����
����
�	�����	3
����������	6>��
��
��?	2������

����
��	�����	���	;��	���	��
��	��
@A(	
>����B	�3@#	�
���	�
��	�����

���'�C�6*�� �'�.1.�7)'0�	 :)<�6�>�* 9'�40D11

�
��� 0'��:'6-5

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday granted par-

tial relief to Vodafone Idea
Ltd by asking the Income 
Tax department to refund
�733 crore  to  the 
telecom firm within four
weeks, for assessment year
2014-15.

Vodafone Idea, formerly
known as Vodafone Mobile
Services Ltd, had however
sought �4,759.07 crore in tax
refund from for AYs — 2014-
15, 2015-16, 2016-17 and
2017-18. The top court did
not order I-T refund per-
taining to AYs other than
2014-15. 

“Insofar as AY 2014-15 is
concerned, final assessment
order passed under Section
143(3) of the (Income Tax)
Act indicates that the appel-
lant (telecom firm) is entitled
to refund of �733 crore; while
for AY 2015-16 there is a
demand of �582 crore,” a
bench comprising Justices
UU Lal it  
and Vineet Saran said in the
judgement.

The top court also noted
that the Income Tax depart-
ment would be entitled to
invoke “requisite  power
under Section 245 of the Act
to set off the amount of
refund payable in respect of
AY 2014-15 against  tax
remaining payable.”

Script Open High Low LTP
BAJFINANCE 2204.00 2375.00 2201.00 2292.80
HDFCLIFE 491.80 505.00 484.40 492.65
INDUSINDBK 454.05 489.00 443.30 470.60
RELIANCE 1446.00 1453.05 1420.50 1426.20
AXISBANK 432.00 448.70 427.50 438.85
HDFCBANK 940.00 992.40 933.00 976.75
HDFC 1740.00 1845.00 1728.95 1837.00
ICICIBANK 354.80 376.40 351.75 370.25
SBIN 185.30 191.70 183.80 190.00
IBULHSGFIN 119.70 132.30 117.30 126.95
HINDALCO 110.00 117.55 108.50 116.30
TCS 1872.35 1911.30 1851.00 1905.20
TATASTEEL 274.45 286.00 271.40 282.50
RBLBANK 121.00 127.20 118.35 125.80
BAJAJFINSV 4898.90 5066.90 4855.00 4997.25
HINDUNILVR 2310.00 2310.00 2221.40 2232.10
MOTHERSUMI 80.00 86.00 79.90 81.40
ZEEL 157.95 166.00 155.15 159.35
AUROPHARMA 619.10 631.40 613.00 625.10
MARUTI 5120.00 5120.00 5012.40 5068.60
IDEA 4.04 4.30 3.92 4.21
LT 865.70 882.50 854.45 876.65
KOTAKBANK 1332.00 1350.05 1315.55 1326.90
TATAMOTORS 77.70 79.30 76.75 78.15
BANDHANBNK 222.25 238.00 220.00 234.40
ATUL 4860.00 5007.65 4745.00 4962.70
STAR 378.00 449.10 378.00 449.10
ASIANPAINT 1855.00 1855.00 1757.00 1768.00
INFY 667.80 681.70 658.10 677.70
DEEPAKNI 486.00 534.85 479.90 507.15
CIPLA 613.00 613.00 590.40 596.65
SUNTV 379.95 396.35 379.60 393.10
HCLTECH 480.00 500.00 470.45 491.50
CYIENT 204.05 215.40 204.05 207.95
SUNPHARMA* 475.00 484.80 473.50 477.85
JINDALSTEL 84.55 89.80 83.35 88.65
BIOCON 367.00 367.00 350.80 352.00
PFC 92.00 97.45 91.55 94.90
LUPIN 868.95 872.75 850.00 854.25
SRTRANSFIN 705.00 715.90 681.45 697.25
BHARTIARTL 493.80 498.40 487.55 496.25
MANAPPURAM 132.05 132.60 124.70 125.85
EQUITAS 54.40 55.40 51.80 52.20
CHOLAFIN 150.50 154.00 145.55 150.30
ONGC 69.60 70.95 68.70 70.50
ICICIPRULI 384.00 405.30 376.40 402.80
FRETAIL 87.85 95.00 87.85 89.65
HEXAWARE 303.00 306.00 283.35 295.95
PVR 981.95 1038.10 959.10 1009.30
JSWSTEEL 161.70 166.40 159.25 164.15
M&MFIN 158.00 162.35 153.05 156.85
PERSISTENT 480.00 480.00 467.40 472.05
SAIL 27.65 30.80 27.05 30.20
M&M 338.00 351.70 336.15 348.05
BATAINDIA 1334.00 1353.25 1330.20 1338.30
HEROMOTOCO 1970.00 2018.20 1941.50 1970.90
VEDL 78.40 79.95 77.00 79.15
INDIGO 910.30 929.55 907.50 921.05
CANBK 85.20 88.20 84.35 87.40
TECHM 528.70 536.90 522.35 528.85
BRITANNIA 3223.00 3238.85 3150.00 3155.15
ASHOKLEY 45.50 48.70 44.60 47.95
ITC 181.00 183.00 179.75 182.10
LICHSGFIN 280.50 287.10 275.10 284.50
COROMANDEL 574.05 585.00 565.60 570.35
L&TFH 65.00 65.95 64.00 64.55
CADILAHC 325.85 330.45 320.50 326.55
DLF 138.20 142.45 137.85 141.55
PEL 933.65 967.00 933.65 955.40
HEG 766.00 839.20 759.30 839.20
BANKBARODA 47.75 48.60 47.25 48.10
GRAPHITE 195.05 215.55 195.05 215.55
DRREDDY 3970.00 3970.00 3871.00 3880.50
TITAN 935.00 935.00 918.30 925.00
SRF 3680.00 3738.15 3615.60 3664.95
NIITTECH 1195.00 1246.00 1163.75 1180.00
ESCORTS 714.00 725.00 704.20 714.95
GAIL 86.00 89.85 84.65 89.10
INDIACEM 101.00 103.35 100.05 100.40
TATACONSUM 345.00 355.40 345.00 354.00
JUSTDIAL 388.40 393.00 379.30 389.80
BANKINDIA 34.80 35.05 34.30 34.60
BPCL 361.00 364.85 355.40 361.30
UJJIVAN 178.90 181.00 173.70 175.80
GLENMARK 330.00 335.20 325.90 329.70
APOLLOHOSP 1421.20 1435.50 1375.00 1413.85
UNIONBANK 26.85 27.35 26.70 27.05
HDFCAMC 2533.90 2550.00 2460.00 2503.75
PRESTIGE 172.00 194.40 170.05 171.55
NTPC 91.25 92.30 89.80 90.25
IBREALEST 60.75 62.40 57.50 59.75
ACC 1135.00 1138.95 1108.00 1122.70
DABUR 492.30 492.30 475.65 478.60
BALKRISIND 924.35 968.00 924.35 962.15
BHARATFORG 267.65 287.40 266.00 282.45
FEDERALBNK 47.80 47.85 45.80 46.55
NESTLEIND 17699.00 17727.40 17417.00 17495.70
MGL 967.00 988.65 941.00 946.10
EICHERMOT 14464.80 14464.80 14125.00 14324.35
APOLLOTYRE 90.00 96.80 89.75 95.70
TVSMOTOR 303.00 310.00 294.70 307.60
PFIZER 4840.00 4984.10 4840.00 4930.50
ABFRL 116.00 116.00 111.50 112.10
ADANIPORTS 276.85 293.00 273.00 288.25
AVANTI 426.45 447.05 416.00 432.35
COALINDIA 136.40 140.75 135.50 139.85
PETRONET 225.80 236.45 224.80 235.20
JUBLFOOD 1542.60 1568.75 1536.00 1553.25

AMBUJACEM 167.50 170.70 165.65 169.50
RECLTD 90.25 94.25 90.25 93.25
ADANIGAS 104.10 107.90 104.10 105.70
UPL 362.50 365.60 354.55 360.25
GNFC 147.40 152.00 144.65 145.70
BAJAJ-AUTO 2478.60 2519.80 2451.00 2499.95
EXIDEIND 146.60 156.60 146.60 155.30
TATAELXSI 817.00 841.75 796.75 810.35
HINDPETRO 213.90 213.90 206.70 208.20
MUTHOOTFIN 840.00 841.05 818.45 823.70
CEATLTD 787.50 811.00 770.00 783.85
MINDTREE 865.45 892.40 853.70 881.80
IGL 478.00 480.20 471.00 475.95
MIDHANI 205.00 214.80 204.55 210.60
POWERGRID 161.00 161.00 156.05 158.05
IDFCFIRSTB 22.70 22.70 21.95 22.05
ULTRACEMCO 3430.00 3451.95 3365.95 3434.15
PIDILITIND 1554.00 1564.45 1510.00 1517.20
COLPAL 1506.00 1513.90 1461.05 1474.20
NAVINFLUOR 1630.00 1640.65 1570.00 1601.50
WIPRO 180.40 182.40 179.40 180.70
RCF 42.25 43.25 40.75 41.10
RAJESHEXPO 609.95 654.70 599.20 616.25
IOC 80.15 81.15 80.00 80.55
UBL 964.90 967.75 934.50 943.40
NAUKRI 2418.70 2575.75 2408.00 2442.50
DIVISLAB 2368.80 2408.00 2353.45 2367.75
GESHIP 226.75 236.80 217.50 228.00
WOCKPHARMA 262.00 268.45 261.95 262.65
ABBOTINDIA 17000.00 18189.40 16824.35 17984.05
IPCALAB 1635.00 1639.85 1585.00 1591.40
VOLTAS 497.50 498.35 489.00 491.40
ASTRAZEN 2781.15 3130.35 2746.85 3044.95
NAM-INDIA 235.00 243.00 230.50 237.45
BEML 586.00 598.50 582.15 589.00
CASTROLIND 123.80 128.75 121.35 128.10
BEL 73.75 74.05 72.15 73.15
PNB 31.60 32.50 31.15 32.30
CANFINHOME 309.70 325.25 307.35 313.45
CESC 612.00 629.00 609.65 623.35
RELINFRA 23.00 23.00 22.50 22.94
BHEL 21.20 21.30 20.85 20.95
MFSL 482.60 482.60 464.00 472.70

JKPAPER 106.95 106.95 100.60 101.15
MARICO 290.00 293.65 287.10 289.60
MCX 1102.65 1107.75 1040.45 1044.50
NOCIL 91.00 91.20 87.65 88.35
DEEPAKFERT 109.45 110.55 104.50 106.75
TORNTPOWER 319.00 326.45 315.35 322.40
HAVELLS 530.00 544.60 530.00 542.65
BERGEPAINT 538.00 538.00 514.00 516.50
TORNTPHARM 2522.00 2530.00 2399.70 2419.90
TATAPOWER 31.20 31.50 31.00 31.10
IDBI 21.20 21.40 21.10 21.25
DMART 2320.00 2348.95 2300.00 2328.70
ADANIENT 142.30 142.30 135.75 139.40
INFRATEL 161.40 163.95 157.05 162.95
NCC 25.05 26.20 25.05 25.70
VINATIORGA 975.60 1024.90 961.00 982.90
ITI 83.50 89.00 82.65 87.10
OMAXE 158.75 159.50 151.90 153.55
ICICIGI 1176.00 1235.85 1176.00 1232.35
GRASIM 501.80 504.90 496.25 501.75
CONCOR 361.35 370.00 358.75 365.85
DCBBANK 83.30 83.30 79.10 79.60
AUBANK 527.90 537.50 514.80 537.50
SBILIFE 729.00 729.00 708.80 713.30
JAICORPLTD 68.95 70.30 68.40 69.00
JUBILANT 415.30 418.00 397.05 407.30
CUMMINSIND 392.00 395.85 375.00 379.85
GUJGAS 258.95 260.00 254.25 257.00
GODREJCP 530.05 540.00 530.05 536.35
ADANIPOWER 30.85 31.60 30.30 31.25
RALLIS 210.30 211.00 203.50 207.70
FCONSUMER 7.97 8.79 7.97 8.79
GPPL 55.15 56.25 55.10 55.75
INOXLEISUR 208.80 214.45 202.35 209.45
SIEMENS 1150.20 1151.00 1114.20 1126.25
UFLEX 197.50 197.50 188.00 189.80
WHIRLPOOL 1932.95 2070.00 1906.15 2053.85
TCIEXP 654.45 764.60 654.45 728.85
GRANULES 172.75 172.75 166.45 168.70
LAURUSLABS 530.00 534.70 513.00 514.95

ENDURANCE 629.00 660.70 617.00 657.20
POLYCAB 709.90 719.55 685.35 690.30
SPARC 138.80 140.15 135.70 136.90
CENTURYPLY 119.00 130.90 116.00 125.55
RADICO 298.00 306.25 292.10 298.55
CHAMBLFERT 133.90 133.90 130.00 131.15
NMDC 74.90 76.20 73.50 75.45
TATACOFFEE 73.95 76.50 73.30 75.25
LALPATHLAB 1600.00 1641.45 1566.90 1577.95
FORCEMOT 842.95 889.40 836.00 860.00
RPOWER 2.49 2.50 2.45 2.50
SUZLON 2.74 2.74 2.63 2.66
APLLTD 769.90 785.00 756.05 763.10
HAWKINCOOK 4756.00 4850.00 4715.05 4803.10
MRF 59100.00 59800.00 58949.00 59183.20
AMARAJABAT 551.00 556.40 536.45 540.30
CGCL 134.10 145.90 130.90 145.00
PNBHOUSING 211.50 211.50 199.30 201.15
ADANIGREEN 204.00 209.00 202.45 207.90
AJANTPHARM 1515.00 1540.00 1502.70 1511.75
OIL 88.35 92.00 87.45 91.70
CUB 124.80 136.95 124.50 135.00
KAJARIACER 342.75 365.00 338.55 358.65
RITES 235.50 237.40 233.15 233.80
NATIONALUM 30.75 31.30 30.30 30.90
INDIANB 51.45 52.50 51.15 51.55
GODREJIND 262.00 263.00 257.20 261.70
BOSCHLTD 10137.00 10137.00 9980.00 10024.45
SPICEJET 43.80 43.80 41.35 43.05
BLISSGVS 100.70 103.15 98.35 99.95
VENKYS 1154.00 1154.00 1085.00 1113.25
ABCAPITAL 50.90 51.85 49.60 49.90
KNRCON 200.55 212.30 198.25 209.55
JBCHEPHARM 557.10 583.00 556.00 571.30
JKTYRE 49.30 52.50 49.00 50.90
CAPPL 363.80 376.25 353.40 361.60
VIPIND 244.90 244.90 232.10 233.55
HINDZINC 168.50 172.00 165.00 171.30
NBCC 19.80 20.15 19.30 19.75
ISEC 339.80 346.50 325.00 342.10
FORTIS 118.50 120.30 115.75 117.85
DHFL 12.38 13.52 12.38 12.76
TNPL 104.50 105.90 100.05 100.60
GMM 3600.00 3600.00 3482.80 3545.30
NHPC 20.65 21.50 20.50 21.15
PAGEIND 18189.05 18359.10 17900.15 17971.85
BAJAJELEC 338.25 359.95 333.00 339.90
HUDCO 21.70 23.75 21.60 23.10
TATAMTRDVR 34.50 35.15 33.85 34.90
OBEROIRLTY 331.20 338.00 327.65 329.50
ALKEM 2716.20 2741.95 2627.40 2652.45
HONAUT 27596.15 28700.00 27596.15 28227.00
GLAXO 1451.55 1454.00 1433.00 1438.85
PIIND 1503.10 1540.00 1500.00 1525.15
DIXON 4347.65 4395.95 4155.00 4190.55
SOUTHBANK 5.84 5.90 5.75 5.83
SHREECEM 19073.65 19250.00 18966.40 19189.80
PTC 39.40 41.95 39.20 40.00
MINDAIND 272.00 292.60 268.85 288.30
SANOFI 7688.80 7800.00 7578.80 7723.55
BAJAJHLDNG 1956.85 2083.20 1955.15 2007.10
JCHAC 2511.00 2566.00 2338.45 2355.75
MEGH 53.00 53.45 51.30 51.60
WABCOINDIA 6288.25 6292.85 6153.75 6252.45
RAIN 72.65 74.50 71.20 72.40
TIMKEN 883.00 908.10 861.60 875.40
ASHOKA 60.65 62.00 59.65 60.15
BOMDYEING 51.40 53.05 51.35 51.75
RELAXO 610.15 626.40 606.70 615.25
LTI 1468.85 1493.10 1455.00 1467.35
STRTECH* 92.00 93.00 90.40 91.10
SUDARSCHEM 422.65 427.25 415.20 416.80
RAYMOND 237.00 243.40 233.05 240.30
JINDALSAW 54.15 55.75 54.00 54.75
JSWENERGY 39.95 41.65 39.40 40.90
SWANENERGY 100.00 100.50 98.00 99.55
VBL 667.00 684.50 655.00 657.85
OFSS 2229.15 2425.40 2229.15 2386.55
NATCOPHARM 627.00 632.55 615.10 619.10
DELTACORP* 69.00 69.00 67.80 68.20
TRENT 490.00 497.00 483.85 487.15
MPHASIS 715.55 724.15 702.25 707.30
LTTS 1159.00 1184.40 1148.05 1162.20
MOTILALOFS* 475.90 485.00 465.20 469.50
KEC 183.55 190.30 183.55 186.70
SONATSOFTW 222.40 222.45 215.05 216.55
RESPONIND 82.60 83.30 80.70 83.05
EDELWEISS 37.65 39.50 37.05 38.85
METROPOLIS 1284.00 1284.00 1232.55 1242.65
IRB 71.95 75.00 71.40 71.95
KALPATPOWR 213.50 220.05 207.00 215.55
CROMPTON 222.95 222.95 212.75 217.45
HINDCOPPER 25.60 26.25 25.10 25.55
GUJALKALI 382.00 382.00 367.20 370.40
3MINDIA 19453.90 19600.00 19100.00 19571.80
GRSE 141.85 142.35 136.40 139.05
GODFRYPHLP 1055.25 1073.55 1030.00 1032.20
ADVENZYMES 138.60 154.50 138.20 147.80
VGUARD 182.20 182.20 174.50 178.25
TATAMETALI 440.00 478.15 425.95 460.05
ALKYLAMINE 1880.00 1938.00 1835.00 1893.15
EMAMILTD* 200.00 204.00 194.40 195.95
BAYERCROP 4405.00 4460.00 4302.90 4356.80
INDHOTEL 76.75 76.75 75.10 75.35
BBTC 939.70 946.45 910.10 913.85
DCMSHRIRAM 290.00 293.90 277.00 282.95
GREAVESCOT 80.10 81.30 78.75 79.20
MOIL 134.80 137.90 131.00 132.40
PHILIPCARB 81.25 83.45 79.85 81.20

IRCON 87.25 87.25 84.50 84.90
GODREJPROP 692.00 692.00 661.55 662.25
RVNL 17.20 17.70 17.09 17.18
NLCINDIA 44.80 45.50 44.15 45.00
LAKSHVILAS 14.70 14.72 13.80 14.71
HSCL 53.00 53.00 50.40 50.75
SCI 44.50 44.95 43.85 44.10
KRBL 194.95 195.00 188.10 188.65
UCOBANK 12.24 13.00 12.05 12.70
ENGINERSIN 66.35 67.85 66.00 67.35
WELCORP 65.65 66.45 64.65 65.20
GMRINFRA 16.95 17.20 16.85 17.00
RAMCOCEM 546.95 551.60 537.00 548.85
MINDACORP 68.90 70.75 67.80 69.00
TV18BRDCST 19.60 20.00 19.40 19.85
ESSELPRO 183.00 185.90 174.20 175.65
SUNTECK 195.00 195.25 187.25 190.60
KTKBANK 42.95 43.65 42.35 43.20
JAMNAAUTO 26.25 26.90 25.60 26.45
FDC 259.95 259.95 245.35 250.95
REPCOHOME 118.00 122.20 117.20 122.00
DISHTV 4.95 5.01 4.72 4.93
GSFC 45.35 45.65 43.60 43.90
PARAGMILK 94.95 94.95 86.25 92.30
CHENNPETRO 63.10 64.00 61.60 61.70
J&KBANK 15.20 15.37 14.65 15.13
JMFINANCIL 66.90 69.35 66.65 67.30
NILKAMAL 1092.70 1120.00 1064.35 1083.45
KANSAINER 398.95 408.05 390.10 402.95
QUESS 201.25 209.90 199.00 202.80
BAJAJCON 148.30 148.30 145.80 146.25
SOBHA 213.00 214.20 204.55 208.30
BALRAMCHIN 100.25 103.00 98.00 98.25
ADANITRANS 202.35 207.50 198.40 205.50
BIRLACORPN 416.00 416.35 407.10 409.45
INFIBEAM 47.65 47.65 44.00 44.15
CREDITACC 468.50 471.65 433.30 471.65
SCHAEFFLER 3350.00 3356.45 3285.00 3308.70
GODREJAGRO 417.90 418.25 405.00 406.95
PGHH 10565.90 10621.00 10400.10 10527.30
TRIDENT 4.99 4.99 4.90 4.91
VARROC 151.00 152.50 143.35 152.50
ERIS 481.00 501.05 478.15 490.80
SYNGENE 311.40 313.70 305.55 307.40
NIACL 119.95 123.55 118.50 119.65
DHANUKA 425.65 447.20 423.00 439.50
LUXIND 943.75 1000.90 927.50 970.35
FSL 35.50 35.50 34.30 34.45
FLFL 142.50 149.80 135.60 149.80
MAHSEAMLES 195.15 202.15 192.65 196.60
SUPREMEIND 1103.00 1103.00 1074.75 1091.00
ZYDUSWELL 1369.95 1400.00 1358.90 1370.50
AIAENG 1491.00 1591.90 1491.00 1570.70
DCAL* 86.00 86.40 81.55 83.20
THYROCARE 528.90 528.90 515.55 516.35
DALBHARAT* 526.90 543.65 518.45 521.20
SHK 66.00 67.25 64.95 65.25
IDFC 15.00 15.00 14.42 14.51
BASF 1065.35 1074.65 1045.15 1055.90
TVSSRICHAK 1014.05 1121.75 1005.20 1065.10
AMBER 1085.00 1095.00 1062.95 1073.05
GILLETTE 5375.90 5376.40 5261.35 5296.30
RELCAPITAL 8.17 8.17 8.17 8.17
VSTIND 2939.65 2960.00 2881.05 2902.00
HEIDELBERG 160.00 160.00 155.10 155.55
DBL 240.60 245.00 238.00 240.80
PHOENIXLTD 544.70 545.95 532.05 536.15
FINEORG 1966.05 2045.35 1966.05 1995.90
SYMPHONY 921.80 940.00 918.05 925.05
NESCO 460.00 467.75 452.00 454.45
PGHL 4291.95 4370.00 4274.00 4319.85
GARFIBRES 1291.00 1389.75 1272.60 1282.10
JTEKTINDIA 50.80 53.60 50.25 50.85
REDINGTON 75.10 75.10 72.50 73.05
JKLAKSHMI 203.10 203.10 197.30 200.40
EIDPARRY 147.45 151.85 145.50 148.00
MAHSCOOTER 2115.45 2255.00 2115.45 2217.05
GALAXYSURF 1470.75 1470.75 1386.10 1412.00
TATAINVEST 774.40 774.40 739.00 746.80
COCHINSHIP 246.30 250.70 245.60 246.05
HFCL 10.93 11.41 10.75 11.01
SIS 421.35 432.20 412.60 414.35
NETWORK18 22.95 22.95 22.25 22.70
CRISIL 1462.00 1485.50 1409.65 1420.35
GSPL 198.00 205.10 196.50 198.60
MRPL 33.20 33.20 31.90 32.10
ORIENTREF 154.00 154.00 146.10 149.85
CARERATING 378.00 380.00 371.00 374.15
JYOTHYLAB 117.00 117.00 112.90 114.10
ALLCARGO 71.75 75.00 71.00 73.90
IBULISL 44.55 46.15 42.95 43.75
GICRE 133.05 138.50 132.45 137.15
FINOLEXIND 383.45 390.00 381.30 386.45
WESTLIFE 297.50 300.55 289.45 296.95
THERMAX 744.45 752.95 729.00 734.40
GEPIL 438.55 445.00 436.10 438.70
BALMLAWRIE 101.75 102.00 99.70 100.55
ORIENTCEM 42.50 42.50 40.40 40.90
VRLLOG 171.00 172.00 165.60 166.90
SKFINDIA 1460.00 1473.00 1444.00 1452.20
GICHSGFIN 73.50 74.50 72.45 72.65
BLUESTARCO 540.00 545.35 531.50 533.90
IFBIND 428.00 430.00 406.95 413.45
MAHLOG 270.30 271.75 259.00 263.85
JKCEMENT 1116.60 1116.60 1082.35 1091.50
TTKPRESTIG 4615.95 4881.85 4600.00 4794.75
IEX 158.00 159.35 155.20 155.75
IFCI 4.05 4.05 3.96 4.03
ORIENTELEC 179.55 181.30 178.00 178.55

INTELLECT 73.75 76.90 70.20 74.00
GHCL 109.50 109.50 104.15 105.95
LEMONTREE 18.30 18.30 17.60 17.75
KEI 290.00 292.00 280.45 286.05
BLUEDART 2200.00 2224.75 2146.05 2199.65
LINDEINDIA 534.70 546.30 533.90 538.45
JSL 30.55 31.70 29.75 30.90
SHOPERSTOP 192.80 200.00 188.70 190.20
HATHWAY 19.89 19.89 18.14 18.86
IOB 7.69 7.84 7.55 7.70
HAL 521.35 529.60 514.00 526.05
ASTERDM 104.90 104.90 97.65 98.00
SUNDRMFAST 304.20 319.40 303.25 309.10
JISLJALEQS 7.21 7.21 7.21 7.21
SADBHAV 44.70 44.70 44.70 44.70
APLAPOLLO 1250.00 1285.00 1250.00 1264.35
TAKE 58.65 60.95 58.00 59.75
LAXMIMACH 2393.00 2421.00 2360.20 2399.85
PCJEWELLER 12.40 12.49 11.90 12.06
CHALET 153.95 153.95 144.00 146.05
MAXINDIA 65.00 65.50 62.75 62.95
WABAG 135.10 135.10 135.10 135.10
SJVN 21.00 21.40 21.00 21.20
FINCABLES 255.00 255.40 242.20 247.45
CENTRALBK 16.00 16.05 15.12 15.66
BRIGADE 120.00 121.50 118.10 118.80
MMTC 15.30 15.30 14.60 14.76
AEGISLOG 167.20 168.85 165.00 167.70
GMDCLTD 39.05 39.35 38.85 38.90
SHILPAMED 390.00 390.00 375.05 377.50
AAVAS 1169.50 1207.05 1155.00 1206.85
ITDC 161.80 163.45 159.70 160.55
SHRIRAMCIT 740.00 740.00 726.15 728.25
ITDCEM 38.00 38.45 36.00 37.35
IIFL 75.35 78.25 74.55 78.25
VMART 1716.55 1735.05 1708.05 1715.10
CCL 192.75 195.20 188.10 192.50
ASTRAL 948.95 953.50 940.75 943.45
CENTRUM 10.95 11.43 10.44 10.91
VAIBHAVGBL 995.90 1099.00 931.10 957.80
SCHNEIDER 90.00 90.00 83.10 84.80
WELSPUNIND 26.75 27.00 26.20 26.50
BDL 214.75 215.80 210.70 215.40
SUPRAJIT 119.30 122.55 118.50 119.40
MAHLIFE 183.90 185.90 179.95 184.25
HIMATSEIDE 55.45 56.60 54.00 55.00
RATNAMANI 899.65 909.95 886.35 898.35
CARBORUNIV 219.15 219.20 216.30 217.70
MAHABANK 9.55 9.68 9.48 9.50
MHRIL 135.00 135.00 130.50 131.70
HERITGFOOD 263.00 266.70 259.55 263.15
TEAMLEASE 1567.50 1572.40 1551.60 1561.75
ZENSARTECH 87.90 87.90 85.00 85.70
DBCORP 75.00 76.30 74.00 74.90
LAOPALA 182.50 185.90 180.00 182.10
TIINDIA 341.00 358.45 340.00 354.90
PNCINFRA 123.10 126.50 121.85 125.75
NH 273.80 280.00 270.10 277.25
SOMANYCERA 108.00 108.10 105.50 106.70
AKZOINDIA 2045.50 2052.00 2002.95 2020.50
SHANKARA 240.80 247.60 240.15 243.75
TIMETECHNO 36.15 36.15 34.15 34.45
GRINDWELL 506.00 510.25 502.60 504.35
GULFOILLUB 619.90 619.90 594.30 599.60
ECLERX 470.00 484.70 462.15 466.55
PRSMJOHNSN 36.15 37.90 36.15 37.50
SOLARINDS 870.25 918.80 864.00 866.30
JAGRAN 43.90 44.90 43.60 43.85
STARCEMENT 77.65 77.95 76.40 77.85
GET&D 86.50 89.00 85.55 86.30
NBVENTURES 37.25 38.35 36.60 37.40
KSB 495.45 496.65 489.05 490.35
TEJASNET 37.00 40.20 37.00 38.00
SFL 1398.90 1420.00 1343.55 1388.05
EIHOTEL 74.95 75.10 74.00 74.10
ARVINDFASN 137.20 139.00 135.00 138.45
INOXWIND 25.40 26.00 25.00 25.45
MASFIN 623.00 623.00 591.95 614.95
NAVNETEDUL 70.70 72.75 70.50 71.25
GDL 94.05 97.00 91.70 92.60
VTL 636.80 636.80 622.90 625.60
JSLHISAR 43.00 43.40 41.75 42.20
TVTODAY 195.90 199.25 195.25 196.30
CHOLAHLDNG 281.95 287.15 281.05 285.05
INDOSTAR 265.70 266.45 265.00 265.45
TCNSBRANDS 397.25 400.75 390.20 390.75
MAHINDCIE 89.90 89.90 89.90 89.90
CERA 2218.70 2218.70 2194.25 2198.80
KPRMILL 447.85 457.35 442.05 451.45
KPITTECH 51.30 52.30 50.20 52.30
ESABINDIA 1145.00 1168.00 1140.00 1153.35
GAYAPROJ 13.72 13.72 13.72 13.72

�������	

SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 9408.60 9599.85 9392.35 9553.35 172.45
HINDALCO 109.00 117.65 108.30 116.40 7.65
ADANIPORTS 274.00 293.20 272.70 290.90 17.95
HDFC 1734.00 1845.00 1726.00 1827.95 112.15
GAIL 85.00 89.80 84.40 89.00 4.45
HCLTECH 474.80 501.00 470.20 495.00 23.90
ZEEL 156.70 166.00 154.85 159.05 6.60
HDFCBANK 935.00 992.70 934.10 970.05 38.65
M&M 337.00 351.80 336.25 349.00 13.05
COALINDIA 135.50 140.85 135.35 140.00 4.60
TATASTEEL 273.00 286.15 271.25 282.45 8.90
VEDL 77.05 79.95 77.00 79.25 2.40
SBIN 185.00 191.80 183.50 189.55 5.25
BAJFINANCE 2200.05 2375.00 2200.05 2287.00 58.90
INFY 666.00 682.00 658.00 678.00 17.30
JSWSTEEL 160.80 166.40 159.00 163.55 4.15
TCS 1874.00 1912.55 1850.05 1903.00 43.95
BAJAJFINSV 4865.10 5070.00 4822.40 4975.00 113.20
ICICIBANK 353.00 376.50 351.65 367.65 7.80
TECHM 525.95 536.90 522.10 531.50 11.10
INFRATEL 160.05 163.95 157.05 162.60 3.20
ONGC 69.40 70.95 68.70 70.55 1.35
HEROMOTOCO1966.25 2018.50 1941.00 1979.95 36.85
SHREECEM 18999.00 19250.00 18950.35 19217.00 351.10
LT 862.00 883.05 854.00 871.45 14.30
TATAMOTORS 77.45 79.30 76.55 78.15 1.20
ULTRACEMCO 3360.10 3453.80 3360.10 3445.95 51.95
BHARTIARTL 490.95 498.40 487.05 493.00 7.35
BAJAJ-AUTO 2474.00 2520.00 2450.00 2500.00 36.30
ITC 180.50 182.90 179.65 182.05 2.60
IOC 80.00 81.15 79.80 80.70 1.05
SUNPHARMA 476.00 484.95 473.15 478.80 4.85
WIPRO 180.10 182.45 179.40 180.80 1.10
POWERGRID 159.50 160.60 156.00 157.95 0.75
GRASIM 500.00 504.90 495.55 499.55 2.10
EICHERMOT 14409.90 14450.00 14125.55 14382.65 55.80
BPCL 360.00 365.00 355.05 359.95 0.85
MARUTI 5100.00 5100.00 5011.05 5055.00 2.30
BRITANNIA 3187.80 3238.75 3150.00 3160.00 1.05
RELIANCE 1444.90 1453.65 1420.00 1427.00 -1.15
NTPC 91.45 92.35 89.75 90.25 -0.10
KOTAKBANK 1327.00 1352.00 1315.20 1325.00 -1.65
UPL 363.95 364.40 354.35 360.00 -0.50
NESTLEIND 17748.00 17748.00 17400.00 17510.00 -59.65
CIPLA 605.00 607.90 590.10 595.40 -3.20
INDUSINDBK 453.50 489.00 443.00 465.50 -2.55
TITAN 932.00 933.60 918.00 924.00 -8.85
DRREDDY 3949.75 3970.00 3872.55 3882.00 -67.75
HINDUNILVR 2290.00 2291.70 2221.00 2234.00 -55.95
ASIANPAINT 1846.90 1847.00 1755.90 1775.00 -49.40
AXISBANK 430.75 448.85 425.95 438.85 -16.60

SE 500B

�������
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 23498.20 23694.70 23426.55 23624.05 256.10
IBULHSGFIN 119.00 132.40 117.35 126.05 8.95
ASHOKLEY 45.15 48.75 44.55 47.75 3.20
OFSS 2218.00 2425.00 2214.25 2394.00 154.85
IDEA 4.05 4.30 3.90 4.25 0.25
BANDHANBNK 221.10 237.90 219.65 234.30 13.20
ICICIPRULI 386.75 405.30 376.35 404.85 20.80
NHPC 20.40 21.45 20.40 21.25 1.00
PFC 92.00 97.40 91.40 95.00 4.25
PETRONET 225.00 236.50 224.80 234.60 10.25
MOTHERSUMI 79.95 86.10 79.75 81.70 3.40
GICRE 132.90 138.80 132.50 138.15 5.70
HINDZINC 167.00 172.00 164.70 171.55 6.50
PNB 31.30 32.50 31.10 32.30 1.05
BAJAJHLDNG 1943.95 2084.95 1939.95 1999.00 60.75
ICICIGI 1190.00 1235.35 1182.70 1229.15 33.70
CONCOR 360.00 370.10 357.25 366.85 9.65
NMDC 73.95 76.30 73.30 75.20 1.95
DLF 138.50 142.50 137.50 141.40 3.40
ADANITRANS 201.90 208.00 198.20 205.00 4.05
UBL 943.00 967.85 931.00 949.00 18.00
MCDOWELL-N 528.00 539.60 522.60 532.30 9.40
HAVELLS 532.95 545.00 529.45 542.55 9.60
PEL 937.00 967.45 932.30 947.95 14.00
DMART 2310.00 2350.00 2305.80 2339.00 33.20
INDIGO 914.35 929.95 905.05 921.00 12.70
HDFCLIFE 488.00 505.20 484.75 492.60 6.45
BANKBARODA 47.55 48.65 47.20 47.90 0.60
BOSCHLTD 10150.00 10160.00 9960.00 10081.70 99.60
AMBUJACEM 166.90 170.75 165.65 169.05 1.35
AUROPHARMA 622.40 631.85 612.80 624.00 4.05
GODREJCP 536.50 539.85 530.10 535.90 2.10
DIVISLAB 2388.00 2409.00 2352.00 2369.75 6.40
HDFCAMC 2514.00 2549.35 2460.00 2502.00 5.35
CADILAHC 325.00 330.70 320.50 326.60 0.65
L&TFH 64.50 66.00 64.00 64.30 0.10
NIACL 119.00 123.55 118.50 119.45 0.15
BIOCON 366.00 366.00 350.70 352.15 0.15
ACC 1128.00 1140.00 1107.00 1126.90 0.40
LUPIN 860.00 872.70 848.75 853.50 -0.85
MARICO 291.00 293.70 287.00 289.75 -0.35
PAGEIND 18045.00 18350.00 17900.00 17999.00 -42.20
PGHH 10590.00 10700.00 10237.50 10500.00 -36.30
SBILIFE 723.00 723.00 708.40 713.90 -5.95
SRTRANSFIN 703.00 716.40 681.95 688.80 -6.50
SIEMENS 1148.00 1148.00 1113.10 1125.00 -15.10
HINDPETRO 211.20 212.05 206.70 208.00 -2.90
PIDILITIND 1560.00 1567.60 1509.55 1527.00 -27.45
DABUR 490.00 490.65 475.45 477.55 -10.00
BERGEPAINT 531.00 535.90 511.45 515.00 -14.95
COLPAL 1505.85 1513.20 1460.00 1463.00 -42.85
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Seoul: Satellite imagery show-
ing recent movements of luxu-
ry boats often used by North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un and
his entourage near Wonsan
provide further indications he
has been at the coastal resort,
according to experts who mon-
itor the reclusive regime.

Speculation about Kim’s
health and location erupted
after his unprecedented absence
from April 15 celebrations to
mark the birthday of his late
grandfather and North Korea’s
founder, Kim Il Sung.

On Tuesday, North Korea-
monitoring website NK PRO
reported commercial satellite
imagery showed boats often
used by Kim had made move-
ments in patterns that suggest-
ed he or his entourage may be
in the Wonsan area.

That followed a report last
week by a US-based North
Korea monitoring project, 38
North, which reported satellite
images showed what was
believed to be Kim’s personal
train was parked at a station
reserved for his use at the villa

in Wonsan.
Officials in South Korea

and the United States say it is
plausible Kim may be staying
there, possibly to avoid exposure
to the new coronavirus, and
have expressed scepticism of
media reports he had some kind
of serious illness. 

They caution, however, that
Kim’s health and location are
closely guarded secrets and reli-
able information is difficult to
obtain in North Korea.

The last time official media
in North Korea reported on
Kim’s whereabouts was when he
presided over a meeting on
April 11, but there have been
near-daily reports of him send-
ing letters and diplomatic mes-
sages.

Kim’s seaside compound
in Wonsan, on the country’s east
coast, is dotted with guest villas
and serviced by a private beach,
basketball court, and private
train station, according to
experts and satellite imagery. An
airstrip was bulldozed last year
to build a horse riding track,
while a boathouse nearby shel-

ters Kim’s Princess 95 luxury
yacht, valued at around $7 mil-
lion in 2013.

“It’s one of his favourite
houses,” said Michael Madden,
a North Korea leadership expert
at the U.S.-based Stimson
Center, who has compared
Kim’s affinity for Wonsan to U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
favoured resort, Mar-a-Lago in
Florida. Madden said Kim is
believed to have about 13 sig-
nificant compounds around the
country, though he appears to
only regularly use about half of
them.

“All of them are set up to
serve as the leader’s headquar-
ters, so they are all equipped for
him to run the country,” he said.

Wonsan is one of the larg-
er and better appointed com-
pounds, but it also has a useful
location that allows Kim to
easily travel to other areas along
the coast, or return quickly to
Pyongyang in his private train
or along a special highway des-
ignated for use only by the Kim
family or top officials, Madden
said. Agencies
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Hillary Clinton, who was
defeated by President

Donald Trump in 2016, has
endorsed former Vice President
Joe Biden to challenge him in
November in a much-changed
environment.

“I want to add my voice to
the many who have endorsed
you to be our president,”
Clinton told him on Tuesday.

Clinton was among the
last holdouts among
Democratic Party leaders in
endorsing Biden, the only
major candidate left standing in
the party race for the nomina-
tion to run in the presidential
election this year.

By inserting herself into the
race for the Democratic Party
nomination with the backing of
the party establishment, the
former secretary of state had
blocked Biden’s chances of run-
ning in 2016 after having
served two terms as vice pres-
ident.

Now she said, “I wish he

were president right now but I
can’t wait until he is — if all of
us do our part to support the
kind of person that we want
back in the White House.”

Biden responded, “I really
appreciate your friendship.
What a, just a wonderful per-
sonal endorsement.”

They spoke from their
homes at a virtual town hall
meeting on the impact of the
coronavirus pandemic on
women during which Clinton
made the endorsement.

Before the meeting,
Clinton tweeted cryptically, “A
little hint about who the sur-
prise guest will be for
@JoeBiden’s 3pm ET (US East
Time) town hall today: (She’s
excited.)”

Criticising Trump, she said,
“Out of this terrible tragedy of
the pandemic and the loss of
life and loss of income and
everything else that we’re suf-
fering through, this is a
moment of reckoning,”

Former President 
Barack Obama endorsed

Biden, who was his vice presi-
dent, on April 14.

Biden has received the
endorsements of all the major
challengers in the race for the
Democratic Party nomination,
who have all dropped out.

When the last rival stand-
ing, Senator Bernie Sanders
suspended his campaign and
endorsed him on April 8, Biden
sealed his nomination with
only a formal endorsement at
the Democratic National
Convention in August.

Recognising this fact, the
New York State Elections Board
cancelled the state’s primary
scheduled for June.

Although he has endorsed
Biden, Sanders stays on the bal-
lot in the intra-party 
elections and wants to use his
showing as a bargaining chip in
drafting the party’s election
manifesto.

Sanders campaign adviser
Jeff Weaver called the cancel-
lation, an “outrage, a blow to
American democracy, and
must be overturned.”
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The World Health
Organization (WHO) said

Niger has been struck by a new
outbreak of polio, following the
suspension of immunisation
activities during the COVID-
19 pandemic.

The UN health agency
reported that two children
were infected by the highly
infectious, water-borne dis-
ease and that one was para-
lyzed. The outbreak was
sparked by a mutated virus that
originated in the vaccine and
was not connected to a previ-
ous polio epidemic Niger
stopped last year, WHO said, in
a statement last week.

“The poliovirus will
inevitably continue to circulate
and may paralyze more chil-
dren as no high-quality immu-
nisation campaigns can be con-
ducted in a timely manner,”
said Pascal Mkanda, WHO’s
coordinator of polio eradica-
tion in Africa.

In rare cases, the live virus
in oral polio vaccine can evolve
into a form capable of igniting
new outbreaks among non-

immunised children; stopping
the epidemic requires more
targeted vaccination.

Earlier this month, WHO
and partners announced they
were forced to halt all polio vac-
cination activities until at least
June 1, acknowledging the
decision would inevitably result
in more children being para-
lyzed. The Africa Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention says there have
been 33,500 cases and 1,469
deaths as of Tuesday, but
experts suspect the real num-
bers are far higher due to lack
of testing and poor surveil-
lance.

Eradicating polio requires
more than 90 per cent of chil-
dren being immunised, typi-
cally in mass campaigns involv-
ing millions of health workers
that would break social dis-
tancing guidelines needed to
stop the spread of the new
coronavirus.

Across Africa, 14 other
countries are struggling to con-
tain their polio epidemics,
which have also been caused by
a rare mutation of the virus in
the oral vaccine. 
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First there was Corona
Kumar, then Covid Marie:

parents have taken to naming
newborns after the coron-
avirus, apparently unperturbed
by the prospect of their chil-
dren being forever associated
with a deadly pandemic.

When Colline Tabesa gave
birth to a healthy baby girl in
the central Philippine city of
Bacolod on April 13, she and
the father John Tupas decided
to mark the occasion with a
show of gratitude.

“This COVID-19 has
caused great suffering around
the world,” said 23-year-old

Tupas, expressing relief after
the uneventful delivery.

“I wanted her name to
remind us that COVID did not
only bring us suffering. Despite
all of this, a blessing came to
us,” he added. 

And so, Covid Marie it
was.

Weeks earlier, two mothers
in southeast had had similar
ideas, apparently encouraged
by a doctor in the hospital

where their babies were 
delivered.

One was called Corona
Kumar and the other Corona
Kumari.

“I told them this would
help create awareness about the
disease and remove the stigma
around it,” said SF Basha, the
doctor. 

“To my surprise, they
agreed.

Not to be outdone, a
migrant-worker couple strand-
ed thousands of kilometres

from their home in Rajasthan
decided to name their child
Lockdown.

“We named him
Lockdown remembering all
the problems we had to face
during this tough time,” local
media reports quoted the father
Sanjay Bauri as saying.

Tupas, the father of baby
Covid Marie, said that while he
had fielded criticism on social
media for his unorthodox
choice, he would not be
swayed.

“She might experience bul-
lying, but I’ll just teach my
daughter to be a good person,”
he said. “We didn’t have second
thoughts.”
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Men and women are equal-
ly likely to contract the

deadly coronavirus (COVID-
19), but men are more than
twice as likely to die from the
disease as compared to women,
warn researchers.

The results, published in
the journal Frontiers in Public
Health, suggest that addition-
al care may be required for
older men or those with under-
lying conditions.

So far, researchers have
confirmed that older COVID-
19 patients and those with cer-
tain underlying conditions,
such as heart disease and res-
piratory conditions, are at
greater risk of severe disease
and death. However, Dr Jin-Kui
Yang, a physician at Beijing
Tongren Hospital in China,
noticed a trend among
COVID-19 patients who died.

“Early in January we
noticed that the number of
men dying from COVID-19

appeared to be higher than the
number of women,” said Yang.

“This raised a question: are
men more susceptible to get-
ting or dying from COVID-19?
We found that no-one had
measured gender differences in
COVID-19 patients, and so
began investigating,” Yang
added.

For the findings, the
research team analysed sever-
al patient datasets to see if there
were differences in how men
and women respond to
COVID-19.

This included data on 43
patients who the doctors had
treated themselves and a pub-
licly available dataset on 1,056
COVID-19 patients.

The virus responsible for
COVID-19 is similar to the
virus behind the 2003 SARS
outbreak, and it attaches to the
same protein, called ACE2, on
cells it attacks. Given this sim-
ilarity, the doctors also analysed
a dataset of 524 SARS patients
from 2003.
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Tuesday extend-

ed the national paid leave
introduced to contain the
spread of COVID-19 to May
11. “We are now facing a new,
perhaps the most intense stage
in the fight against the epi-
demic. The risks of getting
infected have reached a climax.
The threat, the mortal danger
of the virus persists, and this
can affect everyone,” Putin said
in a televised address to the
nation during his online meet-
ing with the government and
regional governors, Xinhua
reported.

At the meeting, Putin
ordered the government to
prepare by May 5 a plan for
gradual lifting of restrictions
related to the pandemic from
May 12.

He also ordered the gov-
ernment to prepare a package
of measures to support the
economy. Non-working days
were previously introduced
from March 30 to April 30 and
regional authorities stopped
the work of most enterprises.

Currently, most regions
have introduced self-isolation
or other movement restric-
tions. People are only allowed
to go out to receive medical
care, travel to work, shop at the
nearest store or pharmacy, or
walk a pet.

Russia on Tuesday report-
ed 6,411 new COVID-19 cases
over the past 24 hours, with the
total number rising to 93,558.

Beijing: American scientists
are working their Chinese
counterparts to investigate the
origins of the novel coron-
avirus, a prime demand of US
President Donald Trump and
several other countries, an offi-
cial media report here said on
Wednesday.

While there is no official
announcement here, the state-
run CGTN television reported
on Wednesday that the China
Centre for Disease Control
and Prevention is facilitating

the cooperation between Dr.
Ian Lipikin, Director for Centre
for Infection and Immunity of
Columbia University, and Prof
Lu Jinhai of Sun-Yat-Sen
University of Guangzhou to
conduct the probe.

“The two are working
together to determine whether
the virus emerged elsewhere in
China before Wuhan in
December” last year, the report
said. It is also not yet clear
whether the investigation has
the official consent of the US

government. 
The report about the probe

came as China is fighting back
mounting calls for an interna-
tional enquiry into the source
of coronavirus which broke out
in Wuhan and spread to the
whole world.

China on Monday said
such a probe has no precedence
or legal basis besides investi-
gations into such pandemics in
the past had not provided any
conclusive results.

Besides Trump, who

stepped up demand for an
investigation into the origins of
the novel coronavirus and
whether it escaped from
Wuhan Institute of Virology,
Britain, Australia and Germany
called for more transparency
from Beijing on COVID-19
origins.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Geng Shuang on
Monday played down the calls
for enquiry saying that the
investigations in the past on such
viruses achieved little. PTI
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US President Donald Trump
doubled down on China

for failing to tame the coron-
avirus at its very origin, saying
it has led to 184 countries
“going through hell”, as sever-
al American lawmakers
demanded steps to reduce
dependence on Beijing for
manufacturing and minerals.

Trump has been publicly
blaming China for the global
spread of the “invisible enemy”
and launched an investigation
against it. He has also indicat-
ed that the US may be looking

at “a lot more money” in dam-
ages from China than the USD
140 billion being sought by
Germany from Beijing for the
pandemic.

Leaders of the US, the UK
and Germany believe that the
deaths and the destruction of
the global economy could have
been avoided, had China
shared the information about
the virus in its early phases.

“It’s in 184 countries, as you
hear me say often. It’s hard to
believe. It’s inconceivable,”
Trump told reporters at White
House on Tuesday.

“It should have been

stopped at the source, which
was China. It should have been
stopped very much at the
source, but it wasn’t. And now
we have 184 countries going
through hell.”

The virus, which originat-
ed in China’s Wuhan city in
mid-November, has killed
more than two lakh people and
infected over three million
globally. The largest number of
them are in the US: nearly
59,000 deaths and over one
million infections.

The massive outbreak in
the US has put Trump under
increasing pressure from

American lawmakers to
decrease US dependence on
Beijing and they have also
sought compensation from
China.

Senator Ted Cruz and his
colleagues have urged Defence
Secretary Mark Esper and
Interior Secretary David
Bernhardt to support the devel-
opment of a fully domestic
supply chain of rare earths
and other minerals that are crit-
ical for manufacturing defence
technologies and supporting
national security.

“It is clear that our depen-
dence on China for vital rare

earths threatens our US man-
ufacturing and defence-indus-
trial base. As the October 2018
Defence Industrial Base Report
states: ‘China represents a sig-
nificant and growing risk to the
supply of materials deemed
strategic and critical to US
national security.’ (...) Ensuring
a US supply of domestically
sourced rare earths will reduce
our vulnerability to supply dis-
ruptions that poses a grave risk
to our military readiness,” the
Senators wrote.

The US is 100 percent
import-dependent for rare
earths as well as 13 other met-

als and minerals on the US
Government Critical Minerals
List and more than 75 percent
import reliant for an addition-
al 10 minerals.

Congressman Brian Mast
on Tuesday introduced a legis-
lation to hold China account-
able for its “coronavirus decep-
tion”. The resolution would
empower the US to withhold
payments on debts owed to
China equal to the costs
incurred by the US in response
to COVID-19.

“China’s total lack of trans-
parency and mishandling of the
coronavirus outbreak has cost

tens of thousands of lives, mil-
lions of jobs and left untold
economic destruction.
Congress must hold China
accountable for their cover-up
and force them to pay back the
taxpayer dollars that have been
spent as a result,” Mast said.

Cruz, member of the
Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, announced his
intention to introduce a legis-
lation to cut off Hollywood stu-
dios from assistance they
receive from the Department of
Defence if those studios censor
their films for screening in
China

Washington: A biotech compa-
ny said on Wednesday its exper-
imental drug has proved effec-
tive against the new coronavirus
in a major US Government
study that put it to a strict test.

Gilead Sciences’s remde-
sivir would be the first treat-
ment to pass such a test against
the virus, which has killed
more than 2,18,000 people
since it emerged late last year
in China. Having a treatment
could have a profound effect on
the global pandemic, especial-
ly because health officials say

any vaccine is likely a year or
more away.

The study, run by the
National Institutes of Health,
tested remdesivir versus usual
care in about 800 hospitalized
coronavirus patients around
the world. The main result is
how long it takes patients to
recover. California-based
Gilead gave no details on
results on Wednesday, but said
an announcement is expected
soon. NIH officials did not
immediately reply to a request
for comment. AP

San Francisco: Ride-hailing firm
Uber is reportedly laying off 20
per cent of its workforce — more
than 5,400 of 27,000 employees
— as rides come to an indefinite
halt in most countries owing to
lockdowns and social distancing
in place, The Information report-
ed. Layoffs of that magnitude
“could be announced in stages in
the coming weeks” at Uber, said
the report, as long-serving Uber’s
Chief Technology Officer 
(CTO) Thuan Pham quit the
company. AFP
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For millions of people around
the world dealing with the

Coronavirus pandemic, sleep
brings no relief. The horrors of
COVID-19 and the surreal and
frightening ways it has upended
daily life, are infecting dreams and
exposing feelings of fear, loss, iso-
lation and grief that transcend cul-
ture, language and national
boundaries.

Everyone from a college
teacher in Pakistan to a mall
cashier in Canada to an
Episcopalian priest in Florida is
confronting the same daytime
demon. Each is waking up in a
sweat in the dead of night.

Experts say humanity has
rarely experienced “collective
dreaming” on such a broad scale
in recorded history — and cer-
tainly never while also being able
to share those nightmares in real
time. “It’s that alarming feeling of
when you wake up and think,
‘Thank heavens I woke up,’” said
Holly Smith, an elementary school
librarian in Detroit. “Once it hits
your dreams, you think, ‘Great,
now I can’t even escape there.’”

The psychological toll is stag-

gering, particularly for health
care workers whose dreams show
similarities to those of combat vet-
erans and 9/11 responders, said
Deirdre Barrett, a Harvard
University professor who is sur-
veying COVID-19 dreamers
worldwide. She has collected
6,000 dream samples from about
2,400 people.

So many people are sharing
accounts of dreams online that
there’s a Twitter account dedicat-
ed to gathering them in a virtual
library under the handle “I Dream
of COVID-19.” “As far as I know,
no one has dream samples from
the flu pandemic of 1918 — and
that would probably be the most
comparable thing,” said Barrett,
who has studied the dreams of
9/11 survivors and British prison-

ers of war in World War II. “Now
we just all have our smartphones
by our bed, so you can just reach
over and speak it or type it down.
Recording our dreams has never
been easier.”

The dreams are also exposing
what is bothering us the most
about the pandemic. The themes
seem universal. Dreams of a safe
place suddenly overtaken by the

virus speak to contagion’s terrify-
ing invisibility, says Cathy Caruth,
a professor at Cornell University
who has studied trauma for 30
years. Pandemic dreams, she says,
are reminiscent of the experience
of Hiroshima survivors, who wor-
ried about invisible radiation
exposure, and also of some night-
mares described by Vietnam vet-
erans.

“They seem to be in part
about things that are hard to
grasp, what it means that anybody
can be a threat and you can be a
threat to everybody,” Caruth said.

Episcopalian priest Mary
Alice Mathison dreamed 500 peo-
ple showed up for a funeral in her
church and wouldn’t go home.
Other dreams underscore that no
one knows how the pandemic will

end. In those, the dreamer wakes
with a start before learning how
it turned out.

Ashley Trevino is still trying
to process one terrifying dream.
The 24-year-old barista is out of
work due to the pandemic and
was spooked when officials
announced the first COVID-19
death in her central Texas coun-
ty. A few days later, she dreamed
she and her girlfriend were in line
to enter a dark, metal warehouse
where they’d be injected with the
new Coronavirus by government
workers wearing Hazmat suits.
Fluorescent lights in the parking
lot cast an eerie glow as she
watched her partner get the shot
and gasp for breath. Then she got
the shot, too. “I watched her kind
of collapse against the wall and
while I was trying to fight the
effects of it and not pass out
myself, I was like ... ‘Is she dead
now?’” Trevino woke up whim-
pering. She immediately felt an
impulse to share her nightmare
with someone — anyone — and
tweeted it to the world from her
bed.

In Pakistan’s Punjab province,

a college literature teacher
described dreaming she was one
of only 100 people left on the
planet who didn’t have COVID-
19. The infected population had
gained political control and was
chasing the uninfected “so the
world would become the same for
everyone,” said Roha Rafiq, 28.

Rafiq is terrified for her elder-
ly father, who insists on going to
prayers every day despite a cough
and a stay-at-home order. “I
think,” she said in a Twitter direct
message, “this anxiety has given
me this dream.”

According to Barrett, many
people dream they are sick with
COVID-19 or of being overcome
by what seem to be stand-ins for
the virus: swarms of bugs, slith-
ering worms, witches, grasshop-
pers with fangs. Others dream of
being in crowded public places
without a mask or proper social
distancing. Still others dream of
losing control. In one such dream,
the dreamer was held down by
infected people who coughed on
her. In another, the dreamer came
across bands of people shooting
at random strangers. G" 

In the end, the whole of life
becomes an act of letting go, but
what always hurts the most is not
taking a moment to say goodbye.”
Sahabzaade Irrfan Ali Khan’s

words from the film Life of Pi (2012)
couldn’t explain the reality better. When
the middle-aged Pi in the film begins
narrating his shipwreck encounter to a
Canadian author, we instantly know that
he survived through all his challenges
and ordeal that we are about to witness.
Real life replicated reel as Irrfan success-
fully overcame the challenges in Hindi
cinema, and, in life of battling a rare can-
cer. Well, almost. He returned with his
last performance in Angrezi Medium,
promising more such reliably engaging
roles. However, destiny had other plans.
The actor’s sad demise in Mumbai cer-
tainly came as a shock to every cinema
connoisseur and his close ones, yester-
day. A flood of condolences on social
media — by celebrities and commoners
alike — is evidence that his hard work
and determination, a series of up-and-
coming roles, and the idea that being
“self-made” is indeed real, made his
death feel so personal to everyone.
Here are a few words from those who
have worked closely with him and
know how he lived only for the love of
his craft.

Recalling her “first-ever” official
trip to Mumbai in 2005, filmmaker and
producer Guneet Monga talks about how
she went there to get Irrfan’s signature
for a Canadian visa document for the
film, Partition. She adds, “I met him at
the parking lot of Mumbai airport
between flights. From then to making
The Lunchbox together, he has been a
dream to work with. He always took
chances and encouraged new voices. He
loved stories and gave them his all —
from Salaam Bombay to Maqbool to Life
of Pi to Jurassic Park. He is our true glob-
al star. He is cherished around the world
as one of the best actors ever. And
indeed, there is no one like Irrfan. The
magic of his eyes and that smile will live
on for generations to come. He has truly
set the bar very high.”

Talking about how his demise has
shaken her, she says, “I am deeply sad-
dened by the news and don’t know how
to process it. It was a privilege to see him
bring so many unforgettable characters
to life. I am glad I could witness his
charm and unmatched wit, one last time
on big screen with Angrezi Medium. He
is a legend and his legacy will go on for-
ever. He will always be in my prayers.
Also praying for strength for his wife, the
amazing Sutapa and his sons. Thank you
for all the magic!”

Filmmaker Homi Adjania recalls
how they created the film, Angrezi
Medium, against all odds. Says he,
“Irrfan was still undergoing treatment
during the shoot. I remember once ask-
ing him why he wanted to do a film in
this situation and his retort was simple.
He laughed and said, ‘Idiot? I am not
dead, right? So let me live doing what I
love!’ And Irrfan was truly in love with
his craft. He had stopped caring for fame
and stardom but he never wanted to stop
acting. Also, he never made his problem
anyone else’s. Ironically, throughout our
shoot, we all  looked up to him for
strength rather than the other way
around. I always knew he was an amaz-
ing actor but that I got to be a small part
of his journey is something I will always
cherish.” It’s certainly hard to say good-
bye to someone close and express sor-
row and as Homi wrote his feelings to
us, he ended the mail with, “Sent with
opposable thumbs.”

He had earlier posted on Instagram,

“We laughed about you dying... But I
didn’t think I’d feel so broken when I
heard what I was expecting to hear for
a while now. I am eternally grateful for
walking a few steps of your journey with
you, that I could call myself your friend,
for the memories stuffed with so much
joy, so much laughter in such little time.
You once told me how you had an inex-
plicable love for your craft but didn’t
want the stardom anymore. Well, you
never needed to be a star, my friend,
because you shone brighter than the uni-
verse. #RIPIrrfan.”

Actor Mithila Palkar, who shared the

screen with Irrfan
in Karwaan, shares, “I am truly saddened
hearing this news. It is heartbreaking and
leaves a void that cannot be filled. We
have lost one of India’s brightest lights,
a wonderful, talented actor, a good
human being and someone I admired
deeply and was grateful to have had the
opportunity to work with. I learnt so
much from him while working on
Karwaan. At this time, my thoughts and
prayers are with his family that they find
the strength to cope with this loss. May
his soul rest in peace.”

Actor Richa Chadha wrote on social

media, wherein she recalled her back-
stage experience with him in 2013.
“2013, backstage... after winning our
respective Filmfare (critics) awards, we
were ushered away to take ‘winner
photos’. You won for Paan Singh Tomar,
a performance so real that it was unbe-
lievable. We met several times after. I
even sought you out for advice which
you gave patiently, rolling a slim ciga-
rette, sipping on black tea, laughing, and
talking cinema, politics and spirituality.
Today, you became one with god. Your
body suffered in the last two years
immeasurably and you fought hard!

Even those who didn’t have the good for-
tune of meeting you feel cheated this
morning. The loss is personal. There’s a
heaviness about this day. Perhaps, that’s
what meant to be a true artist, a people’s
star! I mourn along with millions. But
the transmission doesn’t end. Your soul
will live on. Your legacy is ours to rejoice
in! When I miss your talent, I will watch
any of your countless performances, and
learn and smile.”

Actor Deepika Padukone, his co-star
in Piku, posted nothing more than a
black photograph with a broken heart
emoji.

“Jaane vaala chala jaata hai par har
baar mann me ek khaalipan chhod jaata
hai and you feel that this man deserved
to live more,” says actor Ila Arun, as she
recalls instances that proved him to be
the most prolific modern Indian actor.
Says she, “He struggled really hard to get
what he had achieved till date and it was
all because of his hard work. He is one
person who got great international fame
and recognition. He built his own place,
whether it was in the National School of
Drama or in Bollywood.” 

She adds, “He has done a lot of work
in TV and it’s commonly said that if
you’ve done that, you don’t get big screen
roles easily. But after Shah Rukh Khan,
he was one person who did it, and he has
done much more TV than SRK. And
after Paan Singh Tomar, there was no
going back. Everybody is talking about
him because people think that it was
uncalled for. The Coronavirus pan-
demic has restricted people from the
industry to attend his last rites but I am
sure, when all of this gets over, they will
definitely pay him a big tribute because
we all are deeply saddened. He was one
person who had been hopeful through-
out his battle with cancer. And just
because of his hope, others were con-
vinced and relaxed that he would be
fine.”

Arun tells us that she was revisiting
some of the scenes from Har Ghar Kuch
Kehta Hai by Asian Paints, the first sea-
son of which starred Irrfan. She says,
“Watching that I remembered Vinay
Pathak’s words when he said, ‘Unki
aankhein hazaaron afsaane kehti hain
(His eyes tell a thousand stories). His
voice acts like a strength to the heart, very
powerful yet sensitive at the same time.
And his face speaks volumes.’ And I agree
with every word he said. Adding to that,
I feel there was an Indianness about him
that couldn’t be replaced or influenced
with his many international ventures.”

It’s certainly due to this that there
couldn’t have been a better actor for Hindi
Medium or Life of Pi, or his any other clas-
sic, ever.
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While wishing everyone on the
World Book and Copyright

Day, Dr Ramesh Pokhriyal, Minister
of Human Resource Development,
Government of India, said that
India is a hub of knowledge. With
its ancient scriptures and so many
universities, India is a link between
the past and the future. Emphasising
on the need to promote
reading in the country,
Dr Pokhriyal said that
children should be
encouraged to believe
that books are their
best friends.

Professor Govind
Prasad Sharma, chair-
man of NBT, spoke
about the changing
times from the oral tra-
dition to hand written parchments
to printed words. He said now the
time has come that society accepts
e-learning as a method of knowledge
dissemination. He also said that
Coronovirus pandemic has changed
the way we function. We publishers
need to make sure that we keep
imparting knowledge be it through
digital and e-publishing mediums. 

Talking about NBT’s initiatives
during this period, Yuvraj Malik
informed that NBT has planned the
launch of a publishing series titled

— Corona Studies Series — to doc-
ument and provide relevant reading
materials for all age-groups. The
material is being readied by a study
group comprising experienced psy-
chologists and counselors. The first
sub-series is on — Psycho-social
impact of Corona pandemic and the
ways to cope. In addition, NBT is

preparing children’s
books on our Corona
warriors, other stories
and picture books relat-
ed to various aspects of
Corona to create aware-
ness. Also, books
focused on art, litera-
ture, folklore, economic
and sociological aspects,
science/health aware-
ness emerging out of

the Corona pandemic are also in the
pipeline.

Over 180 participants logged-in
to join the webinar across India,
which included publishers, authors,
editors, teachers, booksellers, digi-
tal content creators and publishing
professionals. The webinar provid-
ed insights on the post-COVID-19
scenario for the publishing industry,
while understanding the ways in
which the education will be re-
looked into with the rising e-learn-
ing practices.

IP University has invited online
applications for MSc

(Biodiversity and Conservation),
available at the University School
of Environment Management.
The last date of submission of
online applications is May 5. 

The minimum eligibility to
apply for this programme is BSc
degree in Botany, Zoology,
Biochemistry, Anthropology, Bio-
technology or any other related
streams of Life Sciences with
minimum 50 per cent marks.

The admission will be given
on the basis of Common Entrance
Test (CET) conducted by the
university. The programme has
been designed to produce biodi-
versity conservation professionals
with in-depth knowledge and
understanding of the subject and
how to conserve it in a sustainable
manner.

In these difficult times of
business distress caused by

COVID-19, Life Insurance
Corporation of India contin-
ues to better its performance.
In just concluded financial
year 2019-20, LIC has
achieved its highest number
of policies for the last six
years. Individual new busi-

ness performance of the cor-
poration as at March has
shown impressive figures of
2.19 crores in number of
policies and ̀ 51,227 crores in
first year premium income.
The corporation collected
single premium of `21,967
crores and  non single premi-
um of `29,260 crores. The

ratio being 42.88 for single
premium and 57.12 for non
single premium.

Overall, LIC has achieved
an impressive growth rate of
25.17 per cent in first year
new business premium as
compared to private players,
who have collectively
achieved a premium growth

rate of 11.64 per cent. The
industry’s positive growth in
policies is also due to LIC’s
superlative performance. The
corporation’s composite mar-
ket share in number of poli-
cies and first year premium as
at March 31 was 75.90 per
cent and 68.74 per cent
respectively, which is an

increase of 1.19 per cent in
number of policies and 2.50
per cent in first year premium.

LIC credits its perfor-
mance to the trust of the cus-
tomers and the dedicated
efforts of entire team, who
worked with zeal during
extremely challenging cir-
cumstances. 

Rajnath Singh, Defence Minister
of India, dedicated the first

COVID-19 sample collection
mobile lab of the country — Mobile
BSL-3 VRDL Lab. 

This lab has been developed by
Defence Research and
Development Organisation
(DRDO), Ministry of Defence,
Government of India, in collabora-
tion with ESIC Medical College and
Hospital, Sanathnagar (Hyderabad)

with due permission of Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) and Government of
Telangana.

Speaking on the occasion,
Rajnath Singh appreciated the
efforts of DRDO and ESIC in set-
ting up of this Bio-Safety Level 2
and Level 3 lab in a record time
of 15 days, which usually takes
about six months time. He further
said, “This testing facility can

process more than 1,000 samples
in a day and will enhance coun-
try’s capabilities in fighting
COVID-19.”

Santosh Kumar Gangwar,
Labour Minister, Government of
India, also complemented DRDO
and ESIC for developing the
mobile testing lab in a very short
time. He said, “It’s a very impor-
tant step in our fight against
Coronavirus. 
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COVID-19, a pandemic that has
crippled the world is being

tipped as greater that the Great
Depression during the 1930s. The fall
out of this novel Coronavirus would
have far greater economic conse-
quences than imagined. Several
economists are expecting the global
economy not to revive before the
fourth quarter of this financial year.
The Coronavirus cases have now
crossed more than one million
worldwide with more than 59,000
deaths. 

However, even in these times of
uncertainty and despair, the light of
education and enlightenment should
be kept aglow. India is known world-
wide for its education system and its
education players have stepped up to
tackle these unprecedented times.

Technology has come to rescue
during these dark times. According
to a KPMG and Google report,
online education is on an uptrend
with the number of users to reach 9.6
million in 2021 from 1.6 million in
2016, which by any standards is a
humongous jump. With the new
concept of social distancing, includ-
ing students and corporate executives
confined to their homes, users for
online education are set to increase,
including universities like Amity

University that use technology to
facilitate education. Online education
has become the preferred education-
al partner, it is catering to over
1,00,000 students live remotely across
its campuses around India and across
the globe. These measures are being
undertaken as a precaution against
the spread of Coronavirus and to
safeguard the health of students and
faculty members. All classes are
being held live online as per the exist-
ing timetable using the Learning
Management System and Virtual
Classroom system of the university.
The faculty members are meeting
online for taking several strategic ini-
tiatives like conducting interesting
webinars for the academic commu-
nity and the industry. Faculty
Development Programmes to
increase the research quotient and
improve the project writing abilities
have been conducted. Several such
initiatives are in the pipeline for the
coming weeks. All steps have been
taken to complete the academic ses-
sion as planned and preparations are
in place to lay the foundations for the
process of online examinations. 

Amity’s Mentor-Mentee is also
being conducted online where facul-
ty members are in constant touch
with students and are providing

counselling to students. Furthering
its initiative of using research for the
betterment of the society, a ‘Research
Network on Novel Viruses’ has been
created. This network comprises of
the leading scientists in the field of
Virology at Amity and also from
around the globe.

Here are some of the ways to use
this time effectively:

Ask the industry/company for
any remote work: In case your
summer internship is cancelled,
explore the opportunity of working
remotely, as there would be definite-
ly some jobs where this could be fea-
sible. 

Be an entrepreneur: You can
start your own project; may be a web-
site, a blog or any online social event
that you have always been passion-
ate about but never found time to
give wings to your dreams. You
might be surprised with the endless
possibilities. 

Read, read and read: If you have
been unable to get an internship
where you can work remotely, take
this opportunity to read. 

(The author is the Group Vice
Chancellor, Amity University.)

He who plants a tree, plants
hope. And in these times of

COVID-19, when there’s despair
and uncertainty, vowing to plant
trees is what the world needs. As
April 22 marks Earth Day’s 50th
anniversary, United States based
reforestation non-profit organisa-
tion, One Tree Planted, has com-
mitted to plant 5,00,000 fruit trees
across India during the monsoon
planting season this time.

These trees will be planted in
the land of marginal and small
farmers. For these families, fruit
trees will not only mean nourish-
ment without spending anything
but the harvest can also provide
supplementary income for a posi-
tive social and economic impact. At
a time when the number of migrant
labourers returning to their native
villages is a harsh reality, fast-fruit-
ing trees, such as banana and
papaya, can keep hunger at bay.  

Moringa, papaya and banana
trees can produce food and fruit
within eight to 10 months of plant-
ing. Lemon, guava, apricot, pear,
peach and jujubes produce fruit in
their third year and onwards. The
long-term benefit is immense.
Each tree provides a minimum of
10 USD of fruit and nutrition per
year. Half a million fruit trees trans-
late into ��50 crore worth of fruit
and nutrition, year after year for the
next 50-60 years.

Beyond the nutritional and
social benefits of reforestation with
fruit trees, this project will support
cleaner air and help reduce the
effects of climate change.

Statistically, India’s air quality is
among the lowest in the world,
leading to pollution and health
issues.

“Everyone is affected in differ-
ent ways right now due to
Coronavirus and we’re honoured to
be able to help through the simple
act of planting trees. These trees
will support with cleaner air, water,
food and social impact for families.
It’s a humble offering that can have
a ripple effect of benefit for years

to come,” says Matt Hill, Chief
Environmental Evangelist at One
Tree Planted. 

The planting and nurturing of
the fruit trees will be executed by
local partners at Sustainable Green
Initiative, with whom One Tree
Planted has already planted over
3,00,000 trees throughout India.

As Kathleen Rogers, President,
Earth Day Network said, “Trees
not only filter the air and fight cli-
mate change,  they provide food,

energy and income to communi-
ties. One Tree Planted’s commit-
ment to plant half a million fruit
trees in India is admirable, espe-
cially during such trying times. To
create a more sustainable future,
we must work together to come up
with creative solutions. Planting
trees improves our shared envi-
ronment while supporting some of
the communities most affected by
Coronavirus and climate change.
We applaud their efforts.”

Reforestation will begin as
early as June, just in time for
World Environment Day on June
5 and will take place in Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana and Odisha
along with local communities.

Karuna Singh, Regional
Director,  Asia,  Earth Day
Network, saw synergy between
what Earth Day Network does and
how One Tree Planted is also
encouraging fruit tree planting.
She said, “Earth Day Network has
run Trees4Earth since 2016 and
endeavours to distribute saplings
in areas of less privileged.
Understanding that low levels of
income often compel people to
chop native trees for firewood, we
explain them the economic ben-
efits of maintaining trees that
bear fruit.” Singh also congratulat-
ed the non-profit organisation
for their gesture.
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�Initially, it appeared that the sit-
uation in the district would wors-
en in comparison to other places.
But it is at the forefront in curing
infected patients. How did the
turnaround take place?

Our team made efforts that
there is no weak link anywhere. Our
doctors, paramedical staff, district
administrative team and police
department are engaged in serving
the public. Even entrepreneurs,
NGOs and common citizens are
doing their bit. The first thing we did
was to get in touch directly with the
public. For this, a state-of-the-art inte-
grated control room was set up by the
district administration. This toll free
number, 1800 419 22 11, is controlled
by call centres and government offi-
cials. It functions on the All-in-One
model where all problems related to
COVID-19 are resolved by District
Administration, Health Department,
Police, Noida Authority and Greater
Noida Authority. The biggest chal-
lenge was to find the infected
patients. Our medical team is look-
ing for them and sending them to
quarantine within six hours. At the
same time, the carrier is searched for
and quarantined as well.

�What is the role of Government
Institute of Medical Sciences
Greater Noida in treating infected
patients?

It is at the forefront of caring for
patients of Greater Noida since the
first case was registered in Noida.
Earlier, the samples of patients were
sent to labs outside the district for
testing. This delayed the reports
which meant that women and young
children quarantined for several
days. From April 13, the Government
Institute of Medical Sciences started
testing in its laboratory itself. This
speeded up the operations. The
director of the institute, Dr Brigadier

Rakesh Gupta and his
team are serving the
patients 24x7. 

�How is an area desig-
nated as a hotspot? How
does your team work in
these areas?

The is done on the
basis of Corona-infected
patients. If one case is
found, one kilometre
radius is declared as such
and if there are three cases, this is
extended to three km. In this area,
apart from medical, sanitation and
essential supplies like ration and veg-
etables, all other facilities are closed.
With this, our cluster maintenance
team, which earlier had 300 people
and now has 407, starts its work.
Anganwadi or Asha local health
workers survey each house accom-

panied by people from
the administration and
police. The three are our
front-line as they survey
the area and detect cases.
Our Rapid Response
Team, consisting of doc-
tors equipped with all
the necessary resources,
reaches the Corona-
infected cases. They
locate the people who
have come in contact

with the infected person and quar-
antine them immediately. Not letting
the disease spread is the biggest chal-
lenge. Some people are also examined
on-the-spot, if the need arises. 

�The lockdown has created a stress-
ful situation at homes, especially for
women and the elderly. What are
the measures that the administra-

tion is taking? 
The Department of Psychology

and Mental Health, Gautam Buddha
University, is providing online coun-
selling to all students, teachers,
employees and others. If anyone
experiences stress, mood fluctuations,
lack of sleep, lack of concentration,
sudden anxiety, depression, unpro-
voked fear, loss of confidence or any
other similar problems, s/he can get
advice from experts over the phone.
All these numbers have been circu-
lated in newspapers.

�The wheat crop is ready to be har-
vested. How is the administration
supporting farmers?

The officers of the concerned
department have been directed to
ensure wheat procurement while
maintaining social distancing at the
purchasing centres set up in the dis-
trict. The government is purchasing
wheat at the rate of �1,925 per quin-
tal from the farmers. Online registra-
tion of farmers is mandatory to take
advantage of this policy. 

�The Noida-Delhi border has been
sealed recently. Will this help to pre-
vent the further spread of the dis-
ease? And wouldn’t it have been bet-
ter if the step was taken earlier? 

No decision is taken suddenly by
the administration. It is based on
studying the data daily. The sealing
will benefit both Noida and Delhi as
infected people from both places
were infecting others. Managing the
risk is the real trick. The geograph-
ical location of the district is a big
problem as Gautam Buddha Nagar
is bordered by other districts.
Therefore, there is always this fear
that the patient from a hotspot of
another state can come here. 

�The graph of patients recovering
is improving. This must be a relief...

The growth of Corona is expo-
nential. We can neither be too happy
nor negligent when cases reduce.
Rather, one needs to be vigilant. In
such a situation, the responsibility of
administration increases further
because when you aren’t cautious,
accidents take place. 

�An order of the Central
Government has granted permis-
sion to open some shops. Is this a
cause for relief or worry?

The local administration is
empowered by the Central and State
Government to tighten the guide-
lines issued by them according to
local conditions. On the basis of this,
we have strictly stopped every activ-
ity except essential services.
Currently, no other shops or indus-
trial units will be allowed to open till
the situation is completely under
control.

�People have said that they are fac-
ing problems withdrawing money
as ATMs do not have cash while
those from hotspots are unable to
go to the ATM or bank...

There are 445 branches of 45
banks in the district, besides 827
ATMs of banks. These are function-
ing smoothly. For the convenience of
people, 232 bank friends of 10
banks are providing money to peo-
ple from door to door. There is no
problem with cash in the district. A
total of 33 ATMs and 47 Bank Mitras
are functioning in the hotspot area,
through which a transaction of 4.32
crore has been completed. Similarly,
the Indian Postal Service is also help-
ing people.

�CM Yogi Adityanath has ordered
that home delivery personnel
should also be checked for Corona.
Is it being done in the district?

Home delivery boys have been
found to be infected in many places.
Because of this, it has been decided
that random testing of door-to-
door deliverymen will be done.

�What message would you like to
give to the people?

People, indeed, are facing prob-
lems with the lockdown. Reducing
their discomfort is our main chal-
lenge. Our team of Corona warriors
comprising Asha, Anganwadi work-
ers and doctors are fighting for the
masses. We are engaged in this
endeavor of protecting the society.
People, including the ones in the
hotspots, have helped us by cooper-
ating. The only request to people is
to become aware and also make peo-
ple around you aware.
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Jsimple LLC, a US-

based company in
Artificial Intelligence
HR space, appoints
Karnika Bansal as a
Business Head for its
global operations.
Jsimple envisions
expanding the rollout
of attrition prediction
add-ons to the Human
R e s o u r c e s
Management System
(HRMS) in India and
internationally.

Karnika will be
responsible for oversee-
ing operations of the
company, building
strategic partnerships
to drive growth and
profitability, cultivat-
ing a high-performing
and agile team culture
and branding of the
company in India and
the US. She brings pos-
itive energy and expe-

rience to the company
with sound decision-
making, marketing and
communication skills,
operational effective-
ness and acumen for
driving swift business
growth. Karnika will be
working directly with
the CEO, Jag Singh and
will have offices in
North Haven,

Connecticut, US and
Noida, Uttar Pradesh,
India.

Jag Singh, CEO of
Jsimple, said, “I am
thrilled to appoint
Karnika to this impor-
tant role as we advance
our efforts in using
artificial intelligence to
predict employee attri-
tion and other HR ana-
lytics initiatives of our
advanced technologies
to companies around
the world.”

Karnika said, “I am
very excited to work for
a company that is dig-
itally transforming the
HR industry. JSimple’s
product HRonTips
uses artificial intelli-
gence to predict the
flight risks in a compa-
ny, which would help
organisations save huge
sums annually.”
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Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe said on Wednesday it would

be “difficult” to hold the postponed
Tokyo Olympics if the coronavirus
pandemic is not contained.

The premier’s remarks came a
day after Tokyo 2020 president
Yoshiro Mori said in an interview
with a local sports daily the
Olympics will have to be cancelled
if the coronavirus pandemic isn’t
brought under control by next year.

Abe told parliament: “We must
hold the Olympics as a testament to
humanity’s victory over the coron-
avirus.”

“If we’re not in such situation,
it’s difficult (to hold) the Games,” he
said, insisting the importance of
developing vaccines and drugs.

He added: “We’ve been saying
we will hold the Olympics and
Paralympics in which athletes and
spectators can participate safely
and in a complete form. I think (the
Olympics) cannot be held in a

complete form if the pandemic is
not contained.”

The pandemic has already
forced a year-long delay of the
Games, which are now scheduled to
open on July 23, 2021.

�������� ���������������
��������
��
��		�� The postponement to
2021 of the Olympic Games in
Tokyo because of the coronavirus

pandemic will cost the International
Olympic Committee (IOC) “sever-
al hundred million dollars”, its pres-
ident Thomas Bach said on
Wednesday.

“We already know that we have
to shoulder several hundred million
US$ of postponement costs,” the
German wrote in a letter to the
Olympic movement, warning that,
while the IOC would honour its
financial obligations to Tokyo, it
would probably have to make cuts.

“We also need to look into and
review all the services that we pro-
vide for these postponed Games,” he
said.

“The IOC will continue to be
responsible for its share of the
operational burden and its share of
the costs for these postponed
Games.”

The IOC, which has approxi-
mately $1 billion (926 million euros)
in reserves, took the historic deci-
sion to postpone the Games, sched-
uled to open on July 24, until July
23 to August 8, 2021.
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Spain’s professional athletes
including La Liga players

can restart basic training from
May 4, the country’s govern-
ment announced on Tuesday.

The Spanish top-flight
has been on hold since March
12 due to the coronavirus
pandemic.

Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez said the decision was
the first move in lifting lock-

down measures which will
be done in four stages across
two months.

“The first phase, or
phase 0, is the prepa-
ration to transition
phase or the de-esca-
lation phase, which
we are already in,”
Sanchez said.

“In the best-case sce-
nario, this de-escalation
phase will take a mini-
mum of six weeks and
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Star South African batsman A
B de Villiers on Wednesday

denied being approached to lead
the national team hours after a TV
channel quoted him as saying that
an offer has been made by the
country’s cricket board.

“Reports suggesting Cricket
SA have asked me to lead the
Proteas are just not true. It’s hard
to know what to believe these
days,” de Villiers tweeted.

The explosive batsman retired
from all forms of international
cricket in 2018 but there has been
talk of a return in the national
team.

Star Sports show Cricket
Connected, in a press release,

quoted him as saying that he has
“been asked by Cricket South
Africa to lead the Proteas again.”

The 36-year-old played 114
Tests, 228 ODIs and 78 T20s for
the national side before his retire-
ment.

The former captain said that
he will only make a comeback if
he feels that he is good enough to
play at the international level
even though he has been a regu-
lar on franchise circuit.

“The most important thing to
me is that I have got to be in top
form and I have got to be better
than the player next to me. If I feel
I deserve my spot in the side, it
becomes much easier for me to
feel that I should be part of the
playing XI,” he said.

“I have not been part of the
Proteas for a while and I feel that
it’s important for myself and for
other people to see that I am still
good enough to be there,” he said.

South Africa coach Mark
Boucher had earlier said that de
Villiers would be considered in
the national team for the T20
World Cup to be held in Australia
only if he shows good form and
proves himself to be the “best man
for the job”.

But in wake of COVID-19
pandemic, de Villiers said he is not
sure of a comeback if the T20
World Cup, to be held in October-
November, is postponed. 
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Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju
feels finishing among top 10

countries in the medals tally of
2028 Olympics is definitely
“ambitious but not impossible”
and the Government has
already begun efforts to realise
the goal.

Rijiju said talent scouting
for 2028 Olympics has already
begun and the process will get
further boost once the nation-
wide coronavirus-forced lock-
down is lifted.

“We have set ourselves a
goal of having India in the top
10 countries in the Olympic
2028 medals tally. It is an ambi-
tious goal, but not impossible,”
said the Sports Minister on

Wednesday while addressing
an online knowledge enhance-
ment session of table tennis
coaches.

“We have already started

scouting for young talent and
after the Covid-19 pandemic is
over, the Government will form
specialised squads for each
sporting discipline consisting of

present and veteran coaches
and athletes.

“These teams will travel to
every district of the country to
scout for raw talent. We still
have 8 years to prepare for
2028 and I am confident with
the correct policies, India can
feature in the list of top 10 coun-
tries,” he insisted.

The online knowledge ses-
sion for table tennis coaches was
attended celebrated former
India paddler Kamlesh Mehta,
secretary of the Table Tennis
Federation of India (TTFI) MP
Singh and was conducted by
India’s former Italian coach
Massimo Constantini.

Massimo, who has been
India’s national coach in two
phases, is credited for the coun-

try’s big medal hauls in the 2018
Commonwealth Games and
Asian Games.

“2018 was a landmark year
for table tennis in India because
by winning the two Bronze
medals in the Asian Games we
proved that our level has
improved significantly. The
strongest table tennis playing
countries participate in the
Asian Games and if we could
clinch medals there, we can even
win medals in the Olympics,”
said the Sports Minister.

He said the time was right
to strengthen and popularise the
game in India, especially with 27
Indian paddlers currently in top
100 and 17 of them in top 50 in
the world rankings.

“Table Tennis needs very

limited infrastructure and it
can be played by youngsters in
any part of the country.

“I really see a lot of poten-
tial in this sport and govern-
ment policies are being framed
to create more infrastructure
and training facilities for table
tennis at the district, state and
national level.

“Given the standard of the
game in India right now, I feel
that by 2028, we should be able
to clinch some medals in TT at
the Olympics,” he said.

The Sports Minister said it
is important to organise  more
leagues in table tennis at the dis-
trict, state and national levels to
popularise the game and moti-
vate more youngsters to take it
up.
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Opener Tom Latham has won the
Redpath Cup as New Zealand’s best

batsman, breaking a seven-year streak in
which the trophy was won by either Kane
Williamson or Ross Taylor.

Latham won the annual award for the
first time after scoring 608 runs in nine
Tests at an average of 40.53. His best
innings was his 154 against Sri Lanka in
Colombo in August which helped New
Zealand win the second Test and level the
two-match series.

Latham was selected as an opener in
the International Cricket Council’s world
Test team of 2019.

“This season we faced some of the very
best bowling attacks in the world and Tom
was an absolute rock at the top for us,” New
Zealand coach Gary Stead said.

Tim Southee won the Windsor Cup as
New Zealand’s best bowler for the first time
since 2014. The trophy has been won by
either Trent Boult or Neil Wagner over the
previous five seasons.

Southee took 40 wickets at an average
of 21.47 in the awards periods, contribut-

ing to Test match wins over Sri Lanka in
Colombo, England in Mount Maunganui
and India in Wellington and Christchurch.

“The way we played our Test cricket
at home this summer was especially pleas-
ing,” Stead said.

“To beat England first up was a great
effort and then to perform so well against
a very good Indian side was immensely sat-
isfying.”

The trophy winners were unveiled on
the second day of New Zealand Cricket’s
virtual awards ceremony, with organizers
going digital for the first time.

New Zealand finished off its home
schedule for 2019-20 with back-to-back
Test wins over India in February, then had
its limited-overs series in Australia disrupt-
ed because of border closures and travel
restrictions implemented because of the
coronavirus pandemic. 
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Star England all-rounder Ben
Stokes heaped praise on

teammate Jos Buttler, saying the
destructive wicket-keeper bats-
man is one of the most versatile
white-ball players in the world
at the moment.

“For me he is one of the
most versatile and best ODI
players in the world right now.
You know he can destroy you;
he can hit you 360 but he can
also play innings like that in the
World Cup final. To have that
skillset as an ODI player is an
absolute nightmare for an oppo-
sition captain or bowler,” Stokes
said during a chat with
Rajasthan Royals spin consul-
tant and New Zealand spinner
Ish Sodhi in the The Royals
Podcast Episode 5.

Hosts England won the
World Cup for the first time in
2019 by beating New Zealand
on boundaries after a tied
Super Over amidst heart-
stopping drama.

Chasing 242 for vic-
tory, Stokes’ scintillating
unbeaten 84 helped the
hosts tie the see-saw

contest, forcing the Super Over
where more drama unfolded.

Jos Buttler and Stokes took
15 runs off Trent Boult’s Super
Over without losing their wick-
ets.

On fitness regimes chang-
ing in the England team, Stokes
said: “Watching someone like
Jos put in an extra 45 minutes
to an hour on his fitness, that
was what drove me to have a
rethink to ‘I feel I can do more
here’.  “Slowly I started operat-
ing in that mode of ‘right I can
do my skills-based stuff, let’s do
some sprints, let’s go for a run’,

and then it led into something
bigger and better.

“It then just got around the
whole team with new guys
coming in and just thinking
that’s how everyone operates. I
remember Moeen Ali and Adil
Rashid used to be scared of the
gym, but then those two start-
ed doing extra work and one of
them in an interview said ‘we
don’t want to let anyone down
in the team over fitness.”

Stokes, who plays for
Rajasthan Royals in the Indian
Premier League (IPL), also
spoke about fielding, saying
you cannot switch off at all on
the field in T20 cricket.

“You can afford to switch
off every now and again in a
Test match or a One-Day game
but in a T20 game you can’t. As
you’ll know from the last two

years at Rajasthan I was mas-
sive on making sure every-
one was putting in the
effort to make their field-
ing better because I know
that if you can save 2, 3
runs every game in the
field then it is going to
help you win games of
cricket.
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Former Australian bats-
man Mike Hussey on

Wednesday picked the
Indian trio of swashbuckling
former opener Virender
Sehwag, the legendary
Sachin Tendulkar and cur-
rent skipper Virat Kohli in
his Best Enemies XI in Test
cricket.

Hussey, who played Test
cricket for Australia from
2005 to 2013, picked the Best
XI of opponents he has
played against in Test crick-
et on The Unplayable
Podcast.

The 44-year-old named
Sehwag, known for his
explosive batting, and for-
mer South African captain
Graeme Smith as openers in
the strong batting line-up
which also includes the likes

of Brian Lara, Tendulkar,
Kohli, Jacques Kallis and
Kumar Sangakkara.

Hussey picked
Tendulkar and Kohli to bat
at number four and five
respectively.

South Africans Dale
Steyn, Morne Morkel,
English pacer James
Anderson and spin wizard
Muttiah Muralitharan made
for the bowling attack.

The Australian said it

was difficult for him to leave
out former Chennai Super
Kings teammate MS Dhoni.
He justified his decision,
stating that the dasher from
Ranchi was pipped by
Sangakkara based on the
impact in the longest format
of the game.

“I wrestled with this one
between Kumar Sangakkara,
MS Dhoni and AB de
Villiers. But I think the lat-
ter two have got more
impact in the shorter for-
mats T20s and ODI.”

“Sangakkara had
immense impact in Test
cricket,” Hussey said.

Asked what it was like
facing bowling legends like
Glenn McGrath, Shane
Warne and Brett Lee in the
nets, the former middle-
order batsman said the ses-
sions were ruthless.

“It was brutal. If you can
get through your net ses-
sions unscathed you know
you can get through any
thing in Test cricket.”

“That was real strength
of the Australian team when
I was playing,” he added.

Hussey, was part of a
dominant Australian
side,and the southpaw,
believes “high quality train-
ing” was the reason behind
the team’s success.

“Seeing the current team
train now, the high quality
training probably sets up
apart from the other coun-
tries certainly the West
Indies. Have seen a couple of
their training session and
they are much more relaxed.”

“I think that has played
an important part in
Australia’s success in the
past.”
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India and Delhi Capitals batsman
Ajinkya Rahane won’t mind playing
the IPL in empty stadiums if it

ensures the safety of the fans.
Speaking in an Instagram Live ses-

sion arranged by Delhi Capitals, Rahane
said: “Covid-19 pandemic has taught
everyone that unexpected things can
happen, therefore we need to be happy
about what we are doing, and should
value what we have.

“As for IPL or any other sport, I feel
it could be played without spectators. All
of us have played domestic cricket in
almost empty stadiums, so that’s an
experience all cricketers are used to.”

“Of course we are nothing without
our fans, and that’s why their safety is
of utmost importance. Even if they get
to watch some Live action from home,
I am sure that will be an enjoyable expe-
rience as well. The safety of fans is key,
and if we need to play in empty stadi-
ums for that, we are open to do it,”
Rahane said.

IPL 2020 has been indefinitely post-
poned due the Covid-19 pandemic but
there is a possibility that it is played
behind closed doors in September.

The experienced middle-order bats-
man was bought by Delhi Capitals last
year before the IPL Auction, and says he
is really excited about playing for the
franchise.

“It is something I’ve really been
eager about, and it has stemmed in
because of the things I’ve heard about
the team from the likes of Ishant,
Shikhar, and Shreyas. They’ve told me
that it’s like a huge family where every-
one is always backing each other, and
enjoying each other’s successes,” he
said.

Talking about his excitement on
playing under head coach Ricky Ponting,

Rahane said he has always admired the
Australian legend.

“My idols growing up were definite-
ly Rahul Sir and Sachin Sir, but I’ve
always admired Ricky Sir also. I used to
try to copy his batting and fielding styles.
And therefore, I’m really looking for-
ward to working under him. I’m sure he
will help me immensely in my batting
as well as overall leadership,” said the for-
mer captain of Rajasthan Royals.
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It is ‘‘highly unlikely” that
Australia’s scheduled limited-

overs tour of England and
Scotland will go ahead given the
coronavirus pandemic, star
batsman David Warner has
said.

Australia are scheduled to
take on Scotland in a T20 on
June 29 before playing three
T20s and three ODIs against
world champions England from
July 3.

“At the moment it’s highly
unlikely we’re going to go over
there given what’s happened in
England,” Warner told
cricket.Com.Au.

The England and Wales
Cricket Board has suspended all
cricket in the country until at
least July 1 and England’s Test
series with the West Indies set
for June has already been
rescheduled.

British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson has just recovered
from the Covid-19 infection and
Warner said beating the disease
should now be the priority.

“He’s back up on his feet
now and that’s fantastic news,
but there’s a lot more to this than
just sport being played.

“The biggest picture is mak-
ing sure we’re doing all the right
things we can to flatten this
curve and doing what we can do
to play our bit in that. We’ve
done a great job so far and all
Australians should be credited,”
he said.

Warner rejected the idea of
resuming sport without specta-
tors. “No doubt at all, you want
crowds no matter where you go
and where you play. I love play-
ing in England, it’s awesome.

“You’ve always got someone
they always try and rev up, and
fortunately for the team it’s
pretty much just me, and that
takes a lot of the heat off the
other guys,” he said.

	�!������� E�
�F� The Thomas
and Uber Cup Finals was on
Wednesday postponed for the
second time due to the Covid-
19 pandemic with the
Badminton World Federation
(BWF) deciding to hold the
global showpiece team champi-
onships from October 3 to 11 in
Aarhus, Denmark.

The tournament was orig-
inally scheduled to be held
from May 16-24 but on March
20 was postponed to August 15-
23 due to the worsening global
health crisis.

On Wednesday, the BWF
postponed the tournament once
again saying it’s not possible to

hold the event before
September.

“Following the Danish
Government’s decision on 6
April to extend a ban on “larg-
er gatherings” in Denmark until
the end of August, both parties
agreed that it was no longer fea-
sible to stage the championships
on the rescheduled dates of 15-
23 August,” the BWF said in a
statement.

“BWF in consultation and
consensus with Badminton
Denmark, tournament organis-
ers, Sport Event Denmark and
the local Aarhus government
concluded that a move to
October was the best solution.”

the maximum duration we
want to see is eight weeks
for the whole of Spain,” he

added.
Only later in

later stages of the
process will full ses-
sions be able to take
place.

The announce-
ment allows the
league’s clubs to
restart individual
sessions with their

squad members, a protocol
agreed upon by La Liga and the
Spanish Football Federation
earlier this month.

According to local reports
players will have to undergo
Covid-19 screening tests before
returning to training.

They will have to arrive at
their club’s facilities already in
kit, with gloves and masks, and
only a maximum of six players
can be on the pitch at the same
time.
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��	��	� England all-rounder Moeen
Ali called for a year’s delay to the start
of the new Hundred as officials met to
consider the fate of the competition.

The England and Wales Cricket
Board (ECB) have long insisted the new
100-balls-per-side format, to be played
by eight franchises rather than English
cricket’s established 18 first-class coun-
ties, is vital in attracting a new audience
to the game.

But with world cricket at a stand-
still due to the pandemic, Moeen fears
that even if the Hundred does get the
go-ahead, health and travel restrictions
may make it impossible to bring in high-
profile overseas stars.

“It is better for it to be delayed,”
Moeen, set to captain the Birmingham
Phoenix in the Hundred, said.

“As players we want the Hundred
played with all the best players around
the world available to come and play so
it makes more sense that way. 

“It would be hard work to squeeze
in the Hundred as well. It is such a big
deal for us in this country and we want
it to be played when everything is right
and there are no problems around the
world.” AFP
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