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With over 60,000 cases daily
for the past few days,

India coronavirus count crossed
2.5 million mark on Friday. For
the last 10 days, the country has
witnessed a huge surge, adding
5.50 lakh fresh cases during this
period. India now accounts for
10.35 per cent of all active cases
globally (one in every 10 active
cases), and 6.21% of all deaths
(one in every 16). 

Overall, five States with the
biggest 24-hour jump in total
cases are Maharashtra (12,608),
Andhra Pradesh (8,943),
Karnataka (7,908), Tamil Nadu

(5,890) and Uttar Pradesh
(4,512).

Meanwhile, the face of
India’s Covid-19 fight, Luv
Agarwal, joint secretary of the
Health Ministry, has also test-
ed coronavirus positive. 

“Dear All, just to inform
that I have tested positive for
Covid-19 and initiating home
isolation as per guidelines.
Requesting all my friends, col-
leagues for self monitoring.
Contact tracing will be done by
health team. Hoping to see
everyone soon,” he tweeted.  

The condition of noted
singer Balasubrahmanyam
deteriorated and based on the

advice of expert medical team
attending to him, he has been
moved to ICU and he is on life
support and his condition
remains critical.

According to the Ministry
of Health and Family Welfare,
India conducted record
8,48,728 tests for detection of
coronavirus in a day with an
aim to achieve a daily target of
10 lakh and recovery rate rose
to 71.17 per cent. The fatality
rate has declined to 1.95 per
cent. Union Health Minister Dr
Harsh Vardhan claimed the
recovery rate of Covid-19
patients in India is the best in
the world.

�������	
���������������
��������	
	�����	��������	������������
������������
����������������
	�	� �


New Delhi: Home Minister
Amit Shah, who was under-
going treatment for coron-
avirus at a private hospital in
Gurugram, has tested nega-
tive. Shah, 55,  said on the
advice of the doctors, he will
be in home isolation for the
next few days. “Today, my
corona test report has come
and it is negative. I thank God
and express my heartfelt grat-
itude to all those who wished
for my recovery,” he tweeted.
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Witnessing a surge in
Covid-19 cases amidst

fears of the peak hitting the State
in the next few weeks, Punjab
Government on Friday
announced extension of the
night curfew from 9 pm to 5 pm
to all cities, along with a slew of
other measures to control the
spread of the pandemic.

“The night-time curfew
will now be applicable to all
cities, with exemption for
industries,” said Punjab Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh while announcing sector-
based division of big cities, with
a Nodal Officer to be appoint-

ed in each for contact tracing
to assist the health teams.

Capt Amarinder also
announced weekend, Saturday
and Sunday, “Stay at Home” for
avoidance of unnecessary
movement and socialising,
other than essential services, in
Ludhiana, Patiala and
Jalandhar for the next fortnight,
after which the situation will be
reviewed.

In another major decision,
it has been decided that every
marriage palace, restaurant,
office, where more than 10 peo-
ple gather, will appoint one
Covid Monitor to ensure full
compliance of masks, sanitiza-
tion and social distancing, said

the Chief Minister, at his week-
ly Facebook Live #AskCaptain
session.

At the same time, he also
warned that teams will come
and inspect these places, and
violators will be penalized.

Further, all persons who
have high social contact will be
tested within the coming week,
and Corona Conquerors (who
have recovered) from Health,
Police and other Departments
will be put on frontline duty,
said the Chief Minister.

The directions came amid
continuing increase in COVID
cases, with the last seven days
reporting an average of 1000 a
day. The maximum cases last

week came from Ludhiana,
Patiala, Jalandhar, Amritsar,
and Mohali.

The Chief Minister said
that increasing mortality due to
Covid can be checked of those
infected go for early testing and
report to hospitals for treat-
ment within 72 hours.
“Treatment should begin with-
in this period if lives are to be
saved,” he said, adding that
“koyi gal nahin, theek ho
jawange” or “Mausam di gal
hai” does not work.

“Don’t be a doctor yourself,
leave it to the doctors to diag-
nose the problem and suggest
the treatment,” he appealed to
the people.
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Reporting on an average 1,000
fresh cases of the novel coron-

avirus every day, Punjab’s Covid-19
tally is inching closer to the 30,000
mark. On Friday, the state reported
1077 fresh cases and 25 deaths,
pushing the State’s corona tally to
29,013 and death toll to 731.

A total of 30 jail inmates from
Bathinda have been tested positive
besides 17 prisoners — including
nine from Tarn Taran, five from
Gurdaspur, three from Kapurthala.
That was not all! No less than 29
Police personnel — including nine
from Kapurthala, six from
Gurdaspur, five from Ludhiana,

three from Sangrur, two each from
Pathankot and Barnala, and one
each from Bathinda and
Nawanshahr — have also got infect-
ed by the virus.

Besides, four Factory workers
from Sangur and five frontline
workers — three from Tarn Taran,
and two from Sangrur — are also
among the fresh cases reported in
the state in the past 24 hours.

Ludhiana once again reported
maximum number of cases at 296
followed by Patiala (135), Jalandhar
(134), Pathankot (62), Bathinda
(60), SAS Nagar (53), Kapurthala
(38), Amritsar (36), Gurdaspur (35),
28 each in Ferozepur and Sangrur,
Fatehgarh Sahib (27), 23 each in
Moga and SBS Nagar, Faridkot (20),
17 each in Muktsar and Barnala,
Tarn Taran (16), Hoshiarpur (13),
Ropar (9), Mansa (4), Fazilka (3).

With this, the Ludhiana’s tally

has reached 6,438, followed by
Jalandhar (3,727), Amritsar (2,670),
Patiala (3,374), Sangrur (1,432),
SAS Nager (1,647), Hoshiarpur
(773), Gurdaspur (1,007), Pathankot
(708), Tarn Taran (528), SBS Nagar
(444), Ferozepur (805), Faridkot
(518), Muktsar (358), Fatehgarh
Sahib (615), Moga (677), Bathinda
(1,072), Kapurthala (568), Ropar
(419), Fazilka (405), Barnala (570)
and Mansa (258).

Among the 25 casualties report-
ed on Friday, seven were reported
from Ludhiana, four each from
Sangrur and Patiala, three from
Jalandhar, two each from Ferozepur
and SAS Nagar, and one each from
Amritsar, Hoshiarpur and Barnala.

Ludhiana also topped the death
chart with maximum 216 deaths,
followed by 105 in Amritsar, 94 in
Jalandhar, Patiala (67), Sangrur
(48), SAS Nager (30), Gurdaspur

(28), Hoshiarpur (23), Kapurthala
(19), Tarn Taran (17), Pathankot
(15), Bathinda (13), Ferozepur (12),
Barnala (11), seven each in SBS
Nagar and Ropar, six each in
Fatehgarh Sahib and Moga, three in
Muktsar, two in Fazilka, and one
each in Faridkot, and Mansa.

Meanwhile, 489 more patients
were cured and discharged includ-
ing 114 from SAS Nagar (Mohali),
113 from Jalandhar, 49 each from
Bathinda and Faridkot, 45 from
Amritsar, Fatehgarh Sahib (31),
Fazilka (17), Kapurthala (16),
Pathankot (13), Mansa and Tarn
Taran (12 each), Moga (8), 
Muktsar (5), Hoshiarpur (3), and
SBS Nagar (2).

With this, the number of recov-
eries has reached 18,328, with the
State still having 9,954 active cases,
accounting for 34 per cent of 
the total cases.
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The Supreme Court on
Friday held activist-lawyer

Prashant Bhushan guilty of
criminal contempt for his two
derogatory tweets against the
judiciary saying they cannot be
said to be a fair criticism of the
functioning of the judiciary
made in the public interest.
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The Jammu & Kashmir Police has
bagged the Kirti Chakra, the sec-

ond highest peacetime gallantry medal
that comes after the Ashok Chakra on
the eve of 74th Independence Day and
also earned a Shaurya Chakra, the third
highest in precedence in the category.
The J&K Police also topped the list of
winners of Police Medals for Gallantry
(PMG) by bagging 81 medals.

The CRPF follows the J&K Police
with 51 medals, mostly for operations
conducted in Jammu & Kashmir.

While the Kirti Chakra was
awarded posthumously to Head
Constable of Jammu & Kashmir
Police Abdul Rashid Kalas, the
Shaurya Chakra went to Deputy
Inspector General of the J&K Police
Amit Kumar.

The Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) on Friday has recommended

gallantry medals to 21 troops who
fought against China’s People
Liberation Army (PLA) in Eastern
Ladakh in May-June, for this years’
Independence Day.

The ITBP has accorded 294 com-
mendation rolls and insignias to the
paramilitary personnel for “displaying
raw courage and bravery during face-
offs and skirmishes in Eastern Ladakh
in May-June , 2020,” on the eve of the
national festival.

“The ITBP troops not only effec-
tively used shields to protect them-
selves but also responded fiercely to
PLA advancing troops and brought
the situation under control. With the
highest order of professional skills,
ITBP troops fought shoulder to shoul-
der and also brought the injured
Indian Army troops to the rear,” the
ITBP said in a statement highlighting
the bravery against the treachery of the
PLA troops.
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Punjab Chief Minister Capt
Amarinder Singh on Friday

made it clear that there was no
question of withdrawing free
power to farmers in the state,
and the same will continue as
long as he is leading the
Government.

The Chief Minister said
that though the report of the
Montek Singh Ahluwalia led
experts group was only a pre-
liminary one, his Government
would not consider any recom-
mendation on withdrawal of free
power by any expert. “As long as
I am here, free power to tube-
wells will continue,” he said.

Montek himself clarified
during a videoconference inter-
action with the Chief Minister
that the report of the expert
group was not anti-farmer.
“Media reports suggesting so
were misleading, he said,
adding that what the Group
had suggested was diversifica-
tion as the only hope for
Punjab agriculture.

He said that since the State
Government had categorically
announced that it had no plans
to change its free power for
farmers policy, the Expert
Group had recommended that
farmers must be incentivised to
diversify out of rice, since the
water intensive crop was eco-
nomically profitable for farm-
ers even though the ecological

damage was massive.
“Diversification implies a

reduction in area under rice
and modernisation of market-
ing, which in turn implies a
much larger role for the private
sector,” said Montek.

The Expert Group under
Montek Singh Ahluwalia was
set up by the Chief Minister to
formulate a strategy for post-
COVID economic revival of
Punjab. Capt Amarinder said
diversification had already been
started in Punjab during his
first term as the Chief Minister.
He pointed out that the State
had significantly increased cot-
ton this year by reducing
paddy, but the problem of
price support remains a big
obstacle to diversification. 

The farmers need MSP for
alternate crops to incentivise
them away from paddy, 
he added.

Punjab was a power-sur-
plus state, which was why the
Government had also fixed
industrial power rate at Rs five
per unit, in order to incentivize
industry to invest in the state,
the Chief Minister said.

He underlined the need for
promoting industry with the
potential to generate more
employment. 

Noting that no modern
economy could grow only on
agriculture, the Chief Minister
stressed the importance of
focusing on industrialisation. 
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With 797 new cases, the total number of Covid-19 positive
cases in Haryana has increased to 45,614 and 38,348 patients

have recovered till now. The Recovery rate among Covid-19
patients in Haryana on Friday reached 84.07 per cent. State on
the day reported seven fatalities due to coronavirus, pushing the
death toll to 518.

Two fatalities each reported in Sonepat, Kurukshetra while
one each from Faridabad, Gurugram and Jhajjar, according to
a State medical bulletin. According to Haryana Health
Department’s official bulletin on Friday evening, 129 patients were
reported in Faridabad while 92 in Gurugram.

Chandigarh: On the eve of the
Independence Day, Haryana
Chief Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar on Friday  approved a
slew of relief measures including
100 per cent exemption in prop-
erty tax for the charitable edu-
cational institutions, charitable
hospitals and schools for children
with special needs, complete
waiver of electricity bills includ-
ing surcharge amount for the
months of April, May and June,
2020 in respect of all religious
places and a onetime 50 per cent
rebate in property tax for resi-
dential properties situated in
Lal Dora of villages under
Municipal Bodies whose owners
would clear pending arrears by
October 31, 2020.

A Government spokesman
said that many amendments
have been carried out in the
Urban Local Bodies Department
Notifications dated October 11,
2013 to give effect to the mea-
sures relating to property tax and
that DISCOMs would soon issue
notifications in respect of elec-
tricity bills of Temples,
Gurdwaras, Churches and
Mosques. The spokesman said a
onetime rebate of 25 per cent
would also be allowed for prop-
erty tax dues or arrears for the
year 2010-11 to 2016-17 to those
property tax owners who clear all
the property tax dues or arrears
for the year 2010-11 to 2019-20
upto October 31, 2020. PNS
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One more city resident succumbed to COVID-19 while 86 per-
sons were tested positive in Chandigarh on Friday.  With

this, the total toll reached 28 and the tally of positive cases stood
at 1928. There were 807 active cases in the city till the evening.

The recovery rate of COVID-19 positive patients reduced
to 56 percent and the fatality rate recorded was 1.45 percent. A
day before, the city had witnessed the highest single-day spike
with 91 COVID-19 cases. 
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President Ram Nath Kovind
on Friday lauded the

efforts of healthcare profes-
sionals at the frontline in the
country’s fight against the
coronavirus pandemic and
said the nation is “indebted to
doctors, nurses and other
health workers”. He said the
celebrations this year will be
restrained without the cus-
tomary pomp and show owing
to the pandemic which has
“altered the world we live in.”

Addressing the nation on
the eve of the 74th
Independence Day, the
President termed the
Government’s response to the
Covid-19 challenge as “super-
human”.

Lauding the Centre and
State Government for taking
steps to contain the transmis-
sion of novel coronavirus,
Kovind said India’s role in
dealing with the pandemic is
a lesson for the world.

The President also spoke
on the Galwan Valley face-off
in which 20 Indian soldiers

were kil led fighting the
Chinese army in June this
year in eastern Ladakh. “Our
brave soldiers laid down their
lives defending our borders.
Those worthy sons of Bharat
Mata lived and died for
national pride. Their bravery
in combat has demonstrated
that while we believe in peace,
we are also capable of giving a
befitting response to any
attempt of aggression,” he said.

“Even while the world com-
munity needs to fight together
against the greatest challenge
before humanity, some in our
neighbourhood tried to carry
out their misadventure of
expansion. Our brave soldiers
laid down their lives defending
our borders. Those worthy sons
of Bharat Mata lived and died
for national pride. The entire
nation salutes the martyrs of
Galwan Valley. Every Indian
feels grateful to their family
members.

“Their bravery in combat
has demonstrated that while we
believe in peace, we are also
capable of giving a befitting
response to any attempt of

aggression,” said the President
who is also supreme comman-
der of the armed forces.

Besides, President Kovind
called the construction of the
Ram Temple in Ayodhya a
“moment of pride for all” and
said the National Education

Policy 2020 will “strengthen
the culture of ‘Inclusion’,
‘Innovation’ and ‘Institution’ in
the sphere of education.”

“Only ten days ago, con-
struction of the temple at Shri
Ram Janmabhoomi began, in
Ayodhya. It was indeed a

moment of pride for all. People
of the country maintained
restraint and patience for a
long time and reposed unflinch-
ing trust in the judicial system,”
he said.

President said the
‘National Education Policy’

spells a long term vision with
far-reaching impact, adding
that “it will strengthen the cul-
ture of ‘Inclusion’, ‘Innovation’
and ‘Institution’ in the sphere
of education”

“Imparting education in
the mother tongue has been
given emphasis in order to
help young minds grow spon-
taneously... It is a right step in
this direction,” he said.

Kovind said India’s
approach is not a self-centred
one but it carries a  tradition of

working  for well-being of the
entire world

“It has been the tradition of
India that we do not just live for
ourselves, but work for the
well-being of the entire world.
India’s self-reliance means
being self-sufficient without
alienating or creating distance
from the world. It implies that
India will continue to engage
with the world economy while
maintaining its identity.”

The President said youth
should feel special pride in

being the citizen of a free nation.
“August 15 fills us with the

excitement of unfurling the tri-
colour, taking part in celebra-
tions and listening to patriotic
songs. 

On this day, the youth of
India should feel the special
pride of being citizens of a free
nation. We gratefully remember
our freedom fighters and mar-
tyrs whose sacrifices have
enabled us to live in an inde-
pendent nation,” the president
said. 
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CRPF Assistant
Commandant Naresh

Kumar has scripted history
by receiving his 7th Police
medal for Gallantry in a short
span of four years for his gal-
lant action against the terorists
in Jammu and Kashmir.

“An officer with sharp tac-
tical acumen and indomitable
courage, Naresh Kumar has led
the CRPF Valley QAT (Quick
Action Team) in Srinagar which
has a glorious history of con-
tinued success marked with
numerous Gallantry medals that
embellish its valour,” the CRPF
said in a statement.

Assistant Commandant
Kumar got his first medal in
2017 for an operation which was
conducted in Srinagar in 2016.
Here, he  neutralised two foreign
terrorists whereas  in 2018, he
was  awarded with two PMGs
for neutralising  two Hizbul
Mujahideen commanders in an
fierce operation which lasted for
three days.

This year alone, the Valley
QAT has been adorned with

more than 15 Gallantry medals.
Furthermore, the erstwhile IG
Srinagar, CRPF, Ravideep Singh
Sahi and the present valley QAT
Commander, Loukrakpam
Ibomcha Singh and his team
mate Constable Devsant Kumar
have been awarded with Police
Medal for Gallantry for a coura-
geous operation in Srinagar on
October 3, 2017 where two mil-
itants were neutralised by the
security forces.

For Loukrakpam Ibomcha
Singh, this is his 3rd Gallantry
Medal and second PMG while
Constable Devsant Kumar will
be receiving the PMG for the
second time.

Yet another story of grit and
courage relates to 208 CoBRA
where the team of gallant war-
riors came under a heavy attack
from Maoists in jungles of
Sukma, Chhattisgarh on March
03/04, 2016, the troops retaliat-
ed with bravery and forced the
Maoists to give up their nefari-
ous designs, the CRPF said.

In this long lasting
encounter nine Maoists were
neutralised while five were
injured. Three Bravehearts of

208 CoBRA made supreme sac-
rifice serving the nation. For
their indomitable gallantry and
courage in the face of danger
during the operation, 208
CoBRA has been awarded with
eight PMGs with three being
awarded posthumously.

CRPF –the largest Central
Armed Police Force of the coun-
try, has been awarded with as
many as 55 Police Medals for
Gallantry on the eve of
Independence Day, which is
the second highest force after the
Jammu and Kashmir police that
bagged 81 medals.

With this, the total number
of gallantry medals won by the
deserving Force personnel till
now has reached to 2036, the
highest among all the CAPFs in
the country.

“The narrative behind each
of these Gallantry Medals speaks
the language of courage, dedi-
cation to duty, devotion for the
motherland and over and above
a steely resolve to deliver, which
is the hallmark of Internal
Security Warriors,” added the
C R P F
statement.
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As the situation on the Line
of Actual Control(LAC) in

Eastern Ladakh remains tense
for nearly three months now,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Friday said India has
never attacked anywhere to
capture land of others.
Reiterating this, he also said
India believes in winning
hearts and not land. “But it
does not mean we will let our
self-esteem be hurt,” he said.

Making this assertion
during the customary address
to the troops on the eve of the
Independence Day, he, how-
ever, cautioned if attacked
India as always will give a
befitting reply. He, however,
did not name China.

“Whatever we do in
national security, we always
do it for self-defence, not for
attacking others. If enemy

country ever attacked us, like
every time we will give a
befitting reply,” he said.

His observations came in
the backdrop of five rounds of
military level and four at the
diplomatic level in the past
few weeks failing to resolve
the stand-offs now on at four
friction points. Moreover,
China has not withdrawn its
troops from these sites despite
agreement thereby leading to
tension in the area.

In his address, the defence
minister assured that the gov-
ernment is doing all that is
necessary to keep our forces
morale high and fulfill their
all operational requirement.

Later in his tweet mes-
sage, he paid tributes to the
soldiers. “On the eve of India’s
Independence Day, I salute
the indomitable courage of
the brave soldiers of our
Armed Forces who are self-

lessly serving the nation.
Their unmatched courage
and patriotism has ensured
that our country is safe,” he
said. 

In another tweet, the
minister said the
Government is leaving no
stone unturned to strengthen
the armed forces and ensure
the welfare of their families
and the ex-servicemen.

Amid the ongoing stand-
off, the Defence Ministry has
given the armed forces emer-
gency financial powers to
procure weapons systems up
to Rs 300 crores on an urgent
basis without any further
clearances to cut short the
procurement cycle. 

The Ser vices have
embarked on major procure-
ments of ammunition, anti-
tank missiles, man portable
air defences, unmanned aer-
ial vehicles among others.
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Days after banning import
of 101 weapon systems to

make the Indian defence indus-
try self-reliant, the Government
on Friday signed four contracts
as part of Defence India Start
Up challenge in the presence of
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh.

On the final day of
‘Atmanirbhar Week’ celebration
of the Defence Ministry, he also
launched Department of
Defence Production(DDP)
portal SRIJAN which is a ‘one
stop shop online portal that
provides access to the vendors
to take up items that can be
taken up for indigenisation. A
number of Expressions of inter-

est/Requests for Proposal were
also issued.    

Speaking on the occasion,
Rajnath said signing of these
MoUs and contracts will lead
us to self-reliance in the tech-
nologies related to defence
manufacturing. He called upon
the Indian industry partners to
show complete commitment
and take proactive participation
in the pursuit of Indigenisation
and self-reliance in the defence
sector.

Commending the DDP for
creating SRIJAN portal, the
minister said this will help
industry partners to play active
role in the  goal of  self-
reliance in defence sector.
Pursuant to Atmanirbhar
Bharat announcement,
Department of Defence

Production has developed an
indigenization portal, srijan-
defence.gov.in, as “opportuni-
ties for Make in India in
Defence”, which will give infor-
mation on items that can be
taken up for indigenisation by
the private sector.

On this portal,
DPSUs/OFB/SHQs can display
their items which they have
been importing or are going to
import which the Indian
Industry can design, develop
and manufacture as per their
capability or through joint ven-
ture with OEMs. The Indian
Industry will be able to show
their interest.

There are over 3,000
unique items with a value of
over �10,000 Crore that are
available through the portal.
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The BJP is expected to give
former Maharashtra Chief

Minister Devendra Fadnavis a
key role in the  Bihar election,
due later this year.

A move is afoot to appoint
Fadnavis as election-in-charge
of Bihar polls, according to
sources.

The former Maharashtra
Chief Minister’s role assumes
importance in the backdrop of
a raging controversy around
the death of Sushant Singh
Rajput, a young and rising
Bollywood actor and a native of
Bihar.Sushant’s parents have
lodged an FIR in the state in the
case.

The BJP has been alleging
that the  Mumbai police under
the Shiv Sena-NCP-Congress
coalition was not conducting a
fair probe in the circumstances
leading to what has initially
been termed as “suicide”.

Fadnavis has been in the
forefront in attacking Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray
and his son for the handling of
the actor’s case and demanding
a CBI probe into his death and
“justice” for him.   

The issue of the 34-year-
old actor’s death triggered
charges and counter-charges
between the two States with

Maharashtra Shiv Sena leaders
accusing the BJP-JD (U) coali-
tion Government in Bihar of
politicising the investigation to
serve its political ends when
assembly polls are round the
corner.

The Bihar Government’s
eagerness to  take up the  case
of Rajput is seen by many as a
move to consolidate “thakur
votes” in the state as also a ges-
ture that the Nitish Kumar-led
government was standing by its
‘son of the soil’ and his family
in distress.

The reports of the appoint-
ment of Fadnavis  have been
growing since he chaired a
core committee meeting of the
BJP’s Bihar unit party  on
August 13 and BJP President J
P Nadda directing   leaders  in
Bihar unit to brief former
Maharashtra Chief Minister
on the campaign strategy.

Fadnavis, the first Brahmin
CM of Maharashtra who lost
his second run in the  state as
CM,  has been living in politi-
cal  shadows  in Maharashtra
after the ‘Maha vikas Aghadi’
coalition took reins of gover-
nance in the State. 

The BJP is also expecting
to benefit from Fadnavis’
Brahmin origins. Brahmins
constitute 5 percent of the
population in Bihar.
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With export norms relaxed,
India managed to export

23 lakh Personnel Protection
Equipments to five countries
namely the USA, the UK, UAE,
Senegal and Slovenia in just a
month. 

“This has substantially
aided India to position itself in
the global export market of
PPEs,” said a statement from
the Union Health Ministry.

PPEs are a crucial medical
resource for frontline workers
during the pandemic that
include body coveralls, N-95
masks, goggles, face shields
among others.

According to the Ministry,
the ‘Make in India’ spirit
embedded in the
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat
Abhiyaan’ has resulted in pro-
viding resilience and self-suf-
ficiency” to the country for
various medical equipment
including PPEs.

While the Union

Government is supplying PPE
kits, N95 masks, ventilators
etc., to the State governments
and union territories admin-
istrations, states are also
procuring these items direct-
ly.

“Between March and
August 2020, they have pro-
cured 1.40 crore indigenous
PPE from their own bud-
getary resources. During the
same period, the Centre has
distributed 1.28 crore PPE to
states, UTs and central insti-
tutions, free of cost,” said the
ministry in a statement.

The Centre has been lead-
ing the graded, pre-emptive,
proactive and collaborative
response and management of
COVID-19, along with the
states union territories.

As part of its continued
efforts towards progressively
augmenting and strengthen-
ing the medical infrastructure
across the country,  various
policy decisions have been
taken on a regular basis.

At the start of the pan-
demic, there was a global
shortage of all kinds of medical
equipment including N95
masks, PPE kits, ventilators etc,
the ministry underlined.

Most of the products were
not being manufactured in
the country in the beginning as
many of the necessary com-
ponents were to be procured
from other countries. The ris-
ing global demand due to the
pandemic resulted in their
scarce availability in the foreign
markets, it stated.

Turning the pandemic into
an opportunity to develop its
domestic market for produc-
tion of medical equipment,
with the combined efforts of
ministries of health, textiles,
pharmaceuticals, Department
for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade, Defence
Research and Development
Organisation and others, India
has hugely ramped up its own
manufacturing capacity, the
ministry said.
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The number of deaths due to
smokeless tobacco in India

is on the rise, accounting for 70
per cent of deaths in the South-
East Asia region followed by
Pakistan ( seven per cent) and
Bangladesh which accounts
five per cent of the global dis-
ease burden due to smokeless
tobacco.

Researchers added that
deaths due to it globally has

also gone up by a third in seven
years to an estimated 350,000
people.

The research, published in
the journal BMC Medicine,
comes at a time when there are
concerns that spitting - a
behaviour common among
those who chew tobacco - is
likely to transmit the Covid-19
virus.

“The study has come at a
time when Covid-19 is affect-
ing almost all aspects of our
lives. Chewing tobacco increas-

es saliva production and leads
to compulsive spitting,” said
study researcher Kamran
Siddiqi from the University of
York in the UK.

There are concerns that
spitting - a behaviour common
among those who chew tobac-
co- is likely to transmit the
virus to others.

“In acknowledgement of
this, India, for example, has
already taken a positive step by
banning spitting in public
places to reduce the transmis-
sion of COVID-19,” Siddiqi
added.

The study estimated that in
2017 alone smokeless tobacco
resulted in more than 90,000
deaths due to cancers of the
mouth, pharynx and oesopha-
gus and accounted for more
than 258,000 deaths from heart
disease.

Millions more have their
lives shortened by ill-health due
to the effects of chewing tobac-
co-based products, the study
reveals.
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O
n August 15, 1947,
India and its citizens
gained independence
with the British rule
coming to an end.

Loudly and proudly, we pro-
nounced to the world that we, too,
were ready to step out from the
darkness of colonial rule to a new
dawn, ripe with uncertainty but
also hope. It is this hope that for-
mer Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru so eloquently captured in
his address to the nation on the
eve of India’s independence. He
opened his speech with, “Long
years ago, we made a tryst with
destiny...” His immortal words
still send a chill down my spine.
But too often, we focus only on the
first few words. If we read his
speech further, Nehruji talked
about a pledge that we have
renewed by obtaining freedom. A
pledge “of dedication to the service
of India and her people and to the
still larger cause of humanity.”

Few exemplified this pledge
and dedication to the service of
India more than Mohd Usman,
also known as Naushera ka sher
(the Lion of Naushera). At the time
of India’s independence, Mohd
Usman was offered a high position
in the Pakistan Army but he
refused to join. Instead, he chose
to help build a “new India” that had
awakened on the fateful night of
August 15. Usman bravely defend-
ed Naushera, causing a heavy toll
on the Pakistani side but was
martyred in July 1948 while fight-
ing for his motherland. He was
posthumously awarded the Maha
Vir Chakra but more important-
ly, he remained a shining symbol
of hope for a secular India. On his
death, Khwaja Ahmad Abbas
wrote, “...a precious life of imagi-
nation and unswerving patriotism
has fallen a victim to communal
fanaticism. Brigadier Usman’s
brave example will be an abiding
source of inspiration for free
India.” 

Such an example was neces-
sary at a time when tension, fear
and suspicion were writ large
owing to the spectre of Partition.
Not only did Usman dedicate his
life to the service of India but also
his death. Just as significant and
poetic is the fact that six months
before Usman was killed in a bat-
tle, another famous son of India,
Jadunath Singh Rathore, who was
under Usman’s command, protect-
ed a nine-man forward section
post, displaying unmatched brav-

ery against thousands of enemy
forces. His bravery led to him
being posthumously awarded
the second-ever Param Vir
Chakra. This sacrifice by two of
India’s brave sons — both were
from different faiths but laid
down their lives for the Indian
dream — in all likelihood ter-
rorised Pakistan more than
any weapon could and still
does. 

So where does India stand
today? Seventy two years after
the death of these bravehearts,
it seems that the fear and sus-
picion, that loomed large then,
looms larger now. We are cur-
rently living in times where dif-
ferent sections of society are
asked to prove their national-
ity. Proving one’s nationality has
been reduced to the idea of
being subservient to a ruling
class and not creating too much
noise. This test is not limited to
individuals of different faiths or
people who come from differ-
ent castes; it applies to anyone
who does not agree with the
view of the Government in
power. 

There are a number of
instances where dissent against
the Government and its actions
are not only treated with the
reckless exercise of power but
also through an indiscriminate
attack on the individual’s patri-
otism. There are numerous
examples that are in the pub-
lic domain but one does not

even need to go that far. The
author himself has been sub-
jected to vile abuse and was
branded “un-Indian” merely
because he had written/spoken
in favour of what he believed
was right for the beloved coun-
try. This despite the fact that he
served as a public servant and
was awarded a medal for brav-
ery by the Government itself. I
can only imagine how an
everyday citizen is treated when
he/she dares to dissent. 

A part of the reason why
we are in this unfortunate
position is that we have forgot-
ten that India’s strength lies in
unity and not conformity. We
are steadily moving towards a
time where dissent in a non-
violent form and the free flow
of ideas is stymied by author-
itarian force or by the loudest
voice. We have forgotten that
our enemies as Indians are not
our countrymen, who may fol-
low different faiths or eat dif-
ferent foods, but illiteracy,
hunger and corruption. 

In his speech, Nehru recog-
nised this when he said, “The
service of India means the ser-
vice of the millions who suffer.
It means the ending of pover-
ty and ignorance and disease
and inequality of opportunity.”
His words hold just as true
today as it did then. True ser-
vice to India is not fighting
wars that our political masters
or news channels manipulate

us into. Instead, it is the fight
against poverty, illiteracy and
disease that plague millions of
Indians. 

This is one of the main rea-
sons why I am proud of the
work done by the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP). The party’s goal is
to remain true to the national-
istic spirit through its work. This
is why the Delhi model of gov-
ernance has received such wide-
spread credit in areas of health,
education and transparency.
All of this has been achieved by
people of all faiths, gender and
caste. By treating service to
one another as the truest form
of patriotism, we are united by
purpose and enriched by our
non-conformity. 

Therefore, as we celebrate
the 74th independence day, I
would like to urge the citizens
to remember the sacrifices of
Usman and Jadunath Singh
Rathore, who were killed before
they could get a chance to see
their beloved country turn two
and laid down their lives for the
Indian dream. A dream where
people, divided for centuries by
a foreign ruler, could find com-
mon meaning and purpose by
pledging to live in service to
one another and, therefore, in
service to the country. A pledge
renewed in 1947 demands
renewal even more so in 2020. 

(The writer is a former IPS
officer, a former MP and cur-
rently a member of the AAP)
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Sir — An expert group on
COVID-19 vaccine adminis-
tration has advised against States
procuring the Russian vaccine.
The directive has reportedly
come in response to some States
showing keen interest in getting
the consignment to arrest the
pandemic. Any procurement
has to be done centrally, so that
supplies can be allocated to
States in proportion to their
needs. Without a data-driven
and honest assessment, this
could set off needless politick-
ing. 

In the case of lockdowns,
too, a uniform policy should
have been adopted for all States
to follow. Had every State fol-
lowed the same guidelines, the
detection of cases and deaths in
all the States in terms of per-
centage would have been more
or less the same.

KV Seetharamaiah
Hassan
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Sir — Politics is a different ball
game altogether. For three years,
US President Donald Trump

crafted his re-election narrative
around his “winning” approach,
based mainly on an economy
that was booming when he
assumed power. Today, his pop-
ularity has come down consid-

erably. According to the latest
Gallup poll, Trump’s populari-
ty fell below the 40 per cent
mark in June, with voters giv-
ing him low marks on the
Coronavirus pandemic and,

notably, the economy. To add
salt to his wounds, the selection
of Kamala Harris as Joe Biden’s
running mate has stressed the
Trump campaign. Harris is a
heartbeat away from the White

House for the moment and she
is likely to be a trumpcard in a
close contest. She is expected to
wean away the Black votes and
the Indian diaspora in a bid to
trounce Trump. 

CK Subramaniam
Via email
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “Will the truce hold?”
(August 14). It is no secret that
the coup in Rajasthan was
orchestrated by the BJP. It was
just waiting to destabilise the
Government. But Sachin Pilot’s
revolt fizzled out as the Congress
took an unusually tough stand.
By now Pilot would have also
realised the selfishness of the saf-
fron party, who tried to use him
as a pawn and played its cards
very carefully. As for the
Congress, it is time it nominates
a president, who can lead the
party and act as a bulwark
against a rampaging BJP. Most
importantly, accommodate the
young Turks. 

Tharci S Fernando
Chennai
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A
lot of water has flowed under the bridge since
1947. The 200 million plus population of
Indian Muslims was the one, that at the call

of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad from the steps of old
Delhi’s Jama Masjid, put down its luggage meant for
the next Lahore train from the Old Delhi Railway
Station. In all probability, theirs was the right deci-
sion, in spite of the fact that many of their relatives
had decided to leave for their El Dorado — the newly
created Pakistan. Even today most of the Indian
Muslims living in Old Delhi have their relatives in
the country across the border. Religious frenzy has
never augured well for any community in India and
the world. In the words of eminent Muslim thinker,
AG Noorani, the “two-nation theory” was, in
effect, an offshoot of the constant friction and con-
frontation stirred up between the two communities
and it was under exceptional circumstances that
Jinnah’s concept gained popularity among the
Muslims. Indeed, the whole country responded to
the “two-nation theory.” The greatest religion for both
communities became Hindu-Muslim hatred. This
mephitic form of politics saw its culmination in 1947
when a wall of hatred rose between the two com-
munities.

Partition horrors: Elders would describe the
gory sight of trains full of mauled, murdered, muti-
lated and dead Hindus chugging into the stations
from Pakistan and similar trains from India, full of
dead and mutilated Muslims pulling into Pakistan.
These were called “blood trains” and all too often
they crossed the border in funereal silence. Huts,
houses, bungalows and mansions were burnt and
robbed on both sides. Women were raped and mur-
dered, children were killed in front of their parents,
some women on both sides of the border jumped
into wells and rivers while men also killed their wives
and daughters to save them from dishonour.  

Jinnah and Nehru both responsible: Jinnah on
the Muslim front and Nehru in opposition to Jinnah,
both barristers full of intellectual rivalry to be one
up against the other, instead of preserving the sov-
ereignty of India, started dreaming of being the new
kings of the nascent kingdoms. Azad was blatantly
ignored and sidelined by the Congress because he
considered both Nehru and Jinnah as the main vil-
lains of the vivisection. He could read well into
Nehru’s flagrant opportunism and ambition to be
the first Prime Minister of the new nation.

Azad was quite aggravated about the Partition
and had accused Nehru of being lured into the
Partition by Lady Edwina Mountbatten. Even in the
play Maulana Azad, by noted playwright and
scriptwriter, Dr Saeed Alam, Tom Alter, playing the
protagonist, was heard stating in chaste Urdu, “Log
kehtey hain, aur theek hi kehtey honge, ke Jawahar
Lal ko batwaare pe raazi karney mein us charming
lady ka bahut bada haath tha. (People say, and they
must be right, that the charming lady played a big
role in getting Jawahar Lal to accept the Partition.)”
Today’s Muslim leadership, bereft of thinkers like
Maulana Azad and Dr Zakir Hussain, has lost both
its voice and utility. During every election, it has been
seen that all leaders are power-brokers indulging in
pernicious vote-bank manipulation, acquiring State
patronage themselves and leaving ordinary Muslims
to the mercy of God.

Muslims misled: Despite that, Muslims won’t
fully trust Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who had
declared in a meeting with eminent clerics and intel-
ligentsia at his residence on June 6, 2015, that he
wanted to see in each Muslim’s hands the holy Quran
and a computer. When Home Minister Amit Shah
said, “Muslims are like our children. We want to treat
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them equally on a par with others”, hard-
ly any member of the community hailed
it. This opposing mindset is creating a
major problem in better integration with
the mainstream. Battered by the populist
rhetoric and provocative militancy of its
myopic ill-educated clerics and shallow
youth, the nation’s cultured and high
potential minority stands at the crossroads.
Owing to their obscurantist approach, they
are leading the community back to the
dark ages of ignorance, like the ones in
Arab countries before the advent of Islam.
More often than not, they are interested
in feathering their own nests and are
indulging in petty-mindedness charac-
terised by an extremely narrow and irre-
sponsible outlook completely out of tune
with the existing reality. Such leaders are
not seriously interested in dealing with the
main problems of the community. Muslim
leaders and petty politicians are becom-
ing richer day-by-day while the people they
represent are languishing in ghettos.

In this ghettoised situation emerged
the churlish political middlemen as inter-
locutors for communities, picking on
sensational issues that would only appar-
ently tighten their stranglehold on the
gullible and divert attention from the real
bread and butter and educational issues.
Shah Bano, Jamia Millia, the AMU’s
minority character, Taslima Nasreen,
Salman Rushdie and so on became issues.
However, none of them had any bearing
on the real problems of the Muslims.
Educational backwardness, women’s edu-
cation, social stagnation, communalisation
of the police force and absence from the
mainstream were never addressed by the
self-appointed interlocutors with the same
emphasis as the Babri Masjid issue. It is
thanks mainly to this leadership that
Muslims remain stranded in a wasteland
of missed opportunities even 73 years after
Independence.

Muslims’ ghetto mindset, the main
problem: Indian Muslims, who now call
themselves “Muslim Indians” deliberate-
ly, do agree that Pakistan today has

become hell on Earth. Yet they fail to thank
their God and stars that they are far bet-
ter in India as compared to those in
Pakistan in terms of safety and security of
life. My Karachi-based cousin has told me
that after dusk, all city roads become
deserted. I have a few questions to ask my
Indian co-religionists. How is it going to
benefit them when they abuse the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), the
BJP and Modi? Will constantly howling for
reservations based on religion not discred-
it them? 

Why do the so-called intellectuals and
clerics instead of coolly convincing, heck-
le opponents in TV debates? All this has
created a negative perception of Muslims
in the country. My concern is that if these
questions are not satisfactorily answered,
relations between Hindus and Muslims
will worsen. So far at least the answers that
have come from educated Muslims have
been deeply unsatisfactory or incom-
plete. The community should be represent-
ed by some liberally-balanced Muslims,
who know history and at the same time
are rooted in their faith. 

However, the situation with the ghet-
to mindset of the Muslim community
today is rather grim as they remain criti-
cal of the system in general and try to run
a parallel governance via the AIMPLB (All-
India Muslim Personal Law Board), the
Sharia courts and the so-called rabble-
rousing leaders like the Owaisi brothers,
Azam Khan and a horde of perennial apol-
ogists seen in TV debates. Rather than
serving the community and the nation,
their vitriolic remarks create a perception
of the community that all the Muslims are
similar, which is not true. As per my assess-
ment, more than 50 per cent Indian
Muslims are with a progressive idea of
India. However, they are tight-lipped and
don’t want to come out openly in support
of the present Government for fear of being
socially boycotted or stigmatised as RSS
stooges and BJP sycophants. 

Prophet’s teachings forgotten: The
problem with today’s Muslims is that they

don’t follow the teachings of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) in letter and spirit.
This actually distances them from Islam
as well, because, Islam possesses sufficient
elasticity to enable it to adapt itself to the
social and political revolution going on
around it. The Mohammedan Common
Law (today AIMPLB), or Shariah, is by no
means unchangeable or unalterable. A
practical example of it is the ban of triple
talaq, a part of Sharia but not mentioned
in the holy Quran and absolutely abhorred
by the Prophet. The only law unalterable
in Islam is essentially the Quran and the
traditions of the Prophet. The team of
Modi, Shah and Ravi Shankar Prasad, the
Law Minister, have banned the draconian
Sharia law besides settling the eons old
mandir-masjid imbroglio.

But across India, despite the many
problems, the community is forging
ahead. Large numbers are doing exceed-
ingly well. The 1992 Babri mosque razing
led to major churnings. The dominant
consensus was that it was important to
concentrate on education. That process
continues. On November 9, 2019, the issue
got amicably settled and none of the
Muslims, except the AIMPLB or Owaisi
brothers, protested.

Light at the end of the tunnel: More
and more Muslim women, even in small-
er towns, are acquiring an education.
Although a Muslim political party has
come up in Assam, another one in
Telangana and two have been formed in
Uttar Pradesh, most Muslims swear by sec-
ular national parties. It is time that
Muslims realise that the RSS is a reality and
Modi is a Prime Minister who has pledged
“Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas
(Compassion for all, Progress for all, Trust
for all).” It is the responsibility of Muslims
to hold him to account and ensure that he
remains committed to India’s pluralistic
leitmotif.

(The author is the chancellor of
Maulana Azad National Urdu University,
Hyderabad and the grandnephew of Bharat
Ratna Maulana Azad)
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M
icro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) are the
flavour of the season.

Promoting inclusive growth by provid-
ing employment opportunities in rural
areas to women and people belonging to
marginalised sections of society, they are
the new engines of India’s growth story.  

Contributing about 29 per cent to
India’s GDP, the vision is to increase this
contribution to about 50 per cent.
Collectively employing over 120 million
people, second only to the mammoth
agriculture sector, the MSME sector con-
tributes over 45 per cent to India’s over-
all exports. 

A net gain is also reduction of
regional imbalances and a more equitable
distribution of national income and

wealth. MSMEs by design have high flex-
ibility and strong ties to customers and
suppliers. 

The focus on customer needs,
detailed knowledge and experience is
many times difficult to replicate.  Low
overheads often aid lower fluctuations in
their business cycle.  With a very posi-
tive climate in the thinking on MSMEs,
where policy, polity and production seem
to have come together in fitting measure,
all seems to be well in this rapidly
upcoming 63 million-sector. It is primed
to help move the economy towards the
$5 trillion mark.  

Some chinks below the surface,
however, need attention and merit early
correction.  The MSME sector operates
primarily on a cash basis and has less
access to formal sources of credit.  The
financial stress of operation, which has
been curtailed due to the lockdown and
the continuing overhead expenses, how-
ever small, has created a burden on many
of these companies, which are struggling
and are on the brink of shutting down
or have already shut down.  

With the overall slowdown in the
economy and the prospect of a tepid

growth in future demand, this sector will
be hard hit. For the MSME sector not to
become a “me too” sector, asking for
complete Government support and the
Government in turn nudging the unwill-
ing banking sector to provide credit in
a high default risk scenario, the options
available are seemingly limited. An
enhanced working capital limit and
guarantee on loans to small businesses
seem to be the way ahead.  

The biggest need for working cap-
ital — MSME bank loans — is contest-
ed by the banks. Processes are lengthy
and loan queues are long.  The MSMEs
can’t get loans and hence don’t grow and
because they don’t grow, they don’t get
loans. It is a classic “catch-22” situation.
Ironically, large lending to big corpora-
tions continues despite the risk of them
becoming insolvent. 

The credit gap for MSMEs as esti-
mated by the International Finance
Corporation (IFC) and Intellecap stands
at �16.7 lakh crore. Loan approvals, logis-
tics support, technology access and
market access work against the MSME
growth ambition.  Unlike large compa-
nies, they do not have the support of a

strong network of people, resources and
marketing channels, most of which
become easily accessible with scale.

MSMEs are often seen competing
with large corporations and this should
be avoided through policy measures.
Certain products and categories should
be prioritised for MSMEs along with pre-
defined quality standards.  What affects
the MSMEs further is that they don’t
have the experience of learnings from
management education to have an
appropriate appreciation of the grammar
of business. Theirs is a hit and trial
growth. 

The future of MSMEs depends sig-
nificantly on big corporations buying
from them. They thus link up with big
businesses through disadvantaged nego-
tiations of prices and payment terms,
forcing them to borrow more and more.
Add to that scenario, the difficulties of
delayed income tax and Goods and
Services Tax (GST) refunds which fur-
ther prevent growth. Thus, in the pay-
ment hierarchy, where MSMEs are last
and have little bargaining power, they are
forced to continue the relationship
which is contingent on them remaining

small.  Equally, the MSMEs are unable
to apply pressure to reduce dues as they
are made to feel that their future busi-
ness is at stake. Due to the lack of skilled
and professional manpower, they are
unable to create the required pressure.  

Their access to grievance redressal
is either not available or has very low res-
olution levels.  Many don’t know how to
leverage the redressal system. They fear
that seeking such remedy would jeop-
ardise their future business as ultimate-
ly they have to fall back on the same busi-
ness houses for repeat business and the
same service providers. For the MSMEs,
a nose above the water is as good as it
gets.  

The creation of a favourable eco-sys-
tem for MSMEs would thus remain con-
tingent on regulators assisting in clear-
ance of their bills. Pay or be dealt with
swiftly or pay up the interest which the
MSMEs are paying for no fault of theirs.
Investing in a mechanism to build
resilience and strengthen the longevity
muscle of MSMEs would help break bar-
riers and capture global markets.

(The writer is Co-founder, Handygo
Behtar Zindagi)
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Kathmandu: The ruling Nepal
Communist Party on Friday
formed a six-member task force
to resolve the intra-party rift as
Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli
and the party’s executive chair-
man Pushpa Kamal Dahal
‘Prachanda’ resumed their talks
after a hiatus of over a week.

The taskforce, led by
General Secretary Bishnu
Poudel, will recommend ways to
sort out the differences in the
party after Prachanda and
senior leader Madhav Kumar
Nepal demanded Prime
Minister Oli’s resignation.

The task force also has
Standing Committee members
Shankar Pokhrel, Janardan
Sharma, Bhim Rawal, Surendra
Pandey and Pampha Bhusal,
according to party sources.

The decision to form the
task force was taken after a
meeting between Oli and
Prachanda on Friday.

The two leaders resumed
their talks on Thursday and held
a one-on-one meeting at the

Prime Minister’s residence at
Baluwatar in Kathmandu to
sort out their differences and
resolve the intra-party rift. This
was their first meeting after over
a week.

Oli during a television inter-
view on Wednesday said that
the ongoing intra-party tussle
will be settled within five days.

Oli and Prachanda have
held several meetings to sort out
the differences between them.
But, as the Prime Minister did
not accept the condition of a
one-man-one-post, the talks
failed. Oli has refused to give up
his post as prime minister as
well as a co-chairman of the
NCP.

A bitter internal feud has
been brewing in the ruling
NCP after top party leaders,
including Prachanda, demand-
ed Oli’s resignation, saying his
recent anti-India remarks were
“neither politically correct nor
diplomatically appropriate.”
They are also against Oli’s auto-
cratic style of functioning. PTI

Palm Beach: President Donald
Trump has requested a mail-in
ballot for Florida’s Tuesday pri-
mary elecTion, despite weeks of
criticizing the practice.

Ballots were mailed on
Wednesday to both the presi-
dent and First lady Melania
Trump at the Mar-a-Lago resort,
which Trump lists as his legal
address, according to online
Palm Beach County elections
records. Both previously voted
by mail for the presidential
preference primary in March,
according to records.

Following multiple claims
that mail-in voting was unsafe
and vulnerable to fraud, Trump
changed his mind about the
practice last week, at least in
Florida. “Whether you call it
Vote by Mail or Absentee
Voting, in Florida the election
system is Safe and Secure, Tried
and True,” Trump tweeted last
Tuesday.  AP

Beijing: China accused the
United States on Friday of try-
ing to “demonise and stigma-
tise” relations between the two
countries, in a scathing attack
on the Trump administration’s
designation of Chinese-funded
language and culture pro-
grammes in the US as foreign
missions of the Chinese
Communist Party.

Foreign ministry
spokesperson Zhao Lijian said
branches of the Confucius
Institute US Centre operating
at US schools and colleges are
a “bridge and link to help peo-

ple from all over the world
learn Chinese, understand
China, and strengthen educa-
tional and cultural exchanges
and cooperation between
China and other countries.” 

Zhao said the accusations
against the institutes were with-
out basis and were motivated
by “ideological prejudice and
self-interest.”  “The relevant US
approach is to demonise and
stigmatise the normal opera-
tion of China-US cooperation
projects. We strongly deplore
and oppose it,” Zhao said at a
daily briefing. AP

Minsk: Belarusian authorities
have released about 1,000 peo-
ple detained amid demonstra-
tions contesting the results of
the presidential election, in an
attempt to assuage public anger
against a brutal crackdown on
peaceful protests.

Around midnight, scores
of detainees were seen walking
out of one of Minsk’s jails. In
the early morning, volunteers
also saw at least 119 detainees
being released in the city of
Zhodino just northeast of the
Belarusian capital. AP

Kathmandu: Powerful land-
slides triggered by torrential
rains hit central Nepal’s
Sindhupalchowk district on
Friday, killing at least 11 peo-
ple and leaving 27 others miss-
ing, an official said.

The landslides hit Jugal
Rural Municipality of
Sindhupalchowk district, 130
kilometers east of Kathmandu
on Friday morning.

Five people who sustained
serious injuries have been air-
lifted by the Nepal Army in a
helicopter and brought to the
district headquarters where
they are undergoing treatment,
the official said. PTI

Kabul: Afghanistan has
released the first 80 of a final
400 Taliban prisoners, paving
the way for negotiations
between the warring sides in
Afghanistan’s protracted con-
flict, the government said
Friday.

Javid Faisal, spokesman for
the National Security Council’s
office, made the announce-
ment. 

Taliban officials, speaking
on condition of anonymity
because they are not authorised
to speak to the media, said 86
prisoners were freed. It wasn’t
immediately known when the
remaining prisoners would be
freed.

Prisoner releases on both
sides are part of an agreement
signed in February between the
US and Taliban. It calls for the

release of 5,000 Taliban held by
the government and 1,000 gov-
ernment and military person-
nel held by the insurgent group
as a good will gesture ahead of
intra-Afghan negotiations.

Talks are expected to be
held in Qatar where the Taliban
maintain a political office.
Several Afghan leaders told
The Associated Press talks
could begin by August 20.

These negotiations are to
lay out a framework for a post-
war Afghanistan. 

Washington’s peace envoy
Zalmay Khalilzad spent a year-
and-a-half negotiating the
peace deal aimed at allowing
American troops to return
home and end America’s
longest military engagement.

US troops have already
begun leaving and by

November less than 5,000
troops are expected to still be
in Afghanistan down from
nearly 13,000 when the agree-
ment was signed Feb. 29.

American and NATO
troop withdrawal is contingent
on the Taliban keeping their
commitment not to allow mil-
itant groups to use Afghanistan
against the United States or its
allies. The withdrawal is not
tied to successful talks between
the warring sides.

Last weekend, Afghan
President Ashraf Ghani held a
traditional council meeting
known as loya jirga to get a
consensus on the release of a
final 400 Taliban he said were
accused of serious crimes, say-
ing without explanation that he
could not unilaterally decide to
release them. AP

Washington: President Donald
Trump has said that the US
would collapse and become the
world’s laughing stock if the
Democratic Party’s presumptive
nominee Joe Biden wins the
November 3 presidential elec-
tions.

Trump said Biden’s pro-
posed policies were not good for
the country.

“Today, we saw Joe Biden
continue to politicise a pan-
demic and to show his appalling
lack of respect for the American
people. That’s what it is. At every
turn, Biden has been wrong
about the virus, ignoring the sci-
entific evidence and putting
left-wing politics before facts
and evidence,” Trump told
reporters on Thursday at the
White House.

“The world will be laughing
and taking full advantage of the
United States if Joe Biden ever
became President. Our Country
would COLLAPSE!” Trump
said in a tweet. 

Trump’s tweet included a
Fox News video clipping in
which its news anchor was crit-

ical of Indian-American
Congresswoman Pramila
Jayapal for praising Biden. The
Fox News anchor described
Jayapal as socialist and a genuine
radical.

“Sleepy Joe opposed both
the China and the Europe trav-
el bans. You know that. He
opposed the China travel ban
that I instituted very early and
the Europe travel ban that I
instituted quite early. If I listened
to his advice, hundreds of thou-
sands more people would have
died. This is according to many
people,” the president said.

Trump alleged Biden wants
to fling open American borders,
allowing the pandemic to infil-
trate every American commu-
nity. “He wants to have ridicu-
lous open borders.  I’ve been
saying from the first day I start-
ed campaigning for this great
office that if you have open bor-
ders, you don’t have a country.
You don’t have a country, with
open borders. So he wants open
borders. The Democrats want
open borders,” he said.

While Biden will allow riot-

ers, looters and millions of ille-
gal aliens to roam free in our
country, he also wants the fed-
eral government to issue a
sweeping new mandate to law-
abiding citizens, Trump alleged.

“He wants the President of
the United States, with the mere
stroke of a pen, to order over
300 million American citizens
to wear a mask for a minimum
of three straight months. He
thinks it’s good politics.
Different states are different,
both in terms of the atmosphere
and also in terms of the coron-
avirus problem,” he said.

“If the President has the uni-
lateral power to order every sin-
gle citizen to cover their face in
nearly all instances, what other
powers does he have,” Trump
asked. The president alleged
that Biden rejects the scientific
approach in favour of locking all
Americans in their basements
for months on end.

“We’ve been dealing pret-
ty strongly over the last num-
ber of weeks.  But he wants
them in the basement for
months on end,” he said. PTI 

Miami (US): The Trump
administration has seized the
cargo of four tankers it was tar-
geting for transporting Iranian
fuel to Venezuela, U.S. Officials
said Thursday, as it steps up its
campaign of maximum pres-
sure against the two heavily
sanctioned allies.

Last month, federal prose-
cutors in Washington filed a
civil forfeiture complaint alleg-
ing that the sale was arranged
by a businessman, Mahmoud
Madanipour, with ties to Iran’s
Revolutionary Guard Corps, a
U.S.-designated foreign terror-
ist organization.

At the time, sanctions
experts thought it would be

impossible to enforce the U.S.
Court order in international
waters.

A senior U.S. Official told
The Associated Press that no
military force was used in the
seizures and that the ships
weren’t physically confiscated.

Rather, US Officials threat-
ened ship owners, insurers and
captains with sanction to force
them to hand over their cargo,
which now becomes US
Property, the official said.
Prosecutors alleged the 4 ships
were transporting to Venezuela
1.1 million barrels of gasoline.
But the tankers never arrived at
the South American country
and then went missing.  AP
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Vienna: US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo on Friday urged
an extension to a UN arms
embargo on Iran, saying it
would be “nuts” to let it expire.

Opposition from UN
Security Council veto powers
China and Russia is expected to
block a resolution to extend the
blockade beyond October.

Pompeo reiterated during a
visit to Vienna that Iran should
not be allowed to buy and sell
weapons, calling the Islamic
Republic “the world’s largest
state sponsor of terrorism”.

“I mean that’s just nuts...
We’re urging the whole world to

join us” to extend the arms
embargo, he said.

As things stand arms sanc-
tions are set to be eased gradu-
ally from October, under a
Security Council resolution
blessing a 2015 deal Iran signed
with world powers to limit its
ability to develop a nuclear
bomb -- in exchange for easing
trade barriers.

The landmark deal has
come under strain since the US
pulled out of it in 2018.

As Washington has re-
imposed crippling sanctions,
Tehran has in turn stepped up
its nuclear activities again since

last year.
Pompeo urged Tehran to

provide “full, transparent and
immediate cooperation” with
the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), which moni-
tors Iran’s compliance with the
nuclear deal.

Stepping up enrichment
After meeting Pompeo on

Friday, IAEA Director General
Rafael Grossi told reporters
that Iran had still not granted
the agency access to two sites
where it has requested access in
order to clarify questions about
possible undeclared nuclear
activity in the early 2000s. AFP
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London: Former Ecuadorian
Consul in London Fidel Narvaez
told Sputnik ahead of Friday’s
administrative hearing in
Wikileaks founder Julian
Assange’s extradition case that
the whistleblower will never get
a fair trial either in the UK or in
the United States.

“There is plenty of evidence
showing that Assange is a victim
of a judicial persecution and that
he is not getting a fair extradi-
tion trial here in the UK, and
certainly will not have a fair trial
in the US,” the former diplomat
told Sputnik in a phone inter-
view.

According to Narvaez, the
judicial persecution against the
Australian journalist began even
before he was arrested on April
11, 2019, at the Ecuadorian
embassy in London, where he
enjoyed political asylum for

seven years to avoid being sent
to Sweden until Ecuador’s cur-
rent government handed him
into the UK police last year. AFP
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Tehran: Iran and Turkey
lashed out at their regional
rival the United Arab Emirates
on Friday over its decision to
normalise diplomatic rela-
tions with Israel in a US-bro-
kered deal, accusing it of
betraying the Palestinian
cause.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry
called the deal a “dagger that
was unjustly struck by the

UAE in the backs of the
Palestinian people and all
Muslims.” 

Turkey said the peoples of
the region “will never forget
and will never forgive this
hypocritical behaviour” by
the UAE.

The UAE, which has
never fought Israel and has
quietly been improving ties for
years, said the agreement put

a hold on Israel’s plans to uni-
laterally annex parts of the
occupied West Bank, which
the Palestinians view as the
heartland of their future state.

But the Turkish Foreign
Ministry said the UAE had no
authority to negotiate with
Israel on behalf of the
Palestinians or “to make con-
cessions on matters vital to
Palestine.” AP
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The wholesale price-
based inflation

stood at (-)0.58 pc in
July, remaining in the
negative zone for the
fourth straight month
even as vegetables and
other food items
turned costlier. WPI
inflation in June was (-
) 1.81 per cent, while
for the month of May
and April it was (-)
3.37 per cent and (-)
1.57 per cent respec-
tively.

“The annual rate
of inflation, based on
monthly WPI
(Wholesale Price
Index), stood at (- 0.58
per cent) (provisional)
for the month of July,
2020 as compared to
1.17 per cent during
the corresponding month of
the previous year,” the com-
merce and industry ministry
said in a statement.

Inflation in food articles
was at a four-month high level
of 4.08 per cent in July, main-
ly due to sharp rise in vegetable
prices. Inflation in vegetables

stood at 8.20 per cent, against
(-) 9.21 per cent in June.

Pulses saw inflation of 10.24
per cent, while for potato it was
69.07 per cent in July. Protein
rich items like egg, meat and fish
saw hardening of prices with
inflation at 5.27 per cent.

However, onion prices soft-

ened and inflation fell
25.56 per cent, while
in fruits it was (-) 3.03
per cent. Inflation in
fuel and power basket
fell 9.84 per cent in
July, compared to
13.60 per cent drop in
the previous month.
Manufactured prod-
ucts, however, wit-
nessed inflation of
0.51 per cent in July,
against 0.08 per cent
in June.

ICRA Principal
Economist Aditi
Nayar said the con-
siderable narrowing
in the WPI disinfla-
tion in July 2020 rela-
tive to the previous
month, was along
expected lines, with a
correction in the
index levels for crude
oil and mineral oils,

further narrowing of the core
disinflation and a rise in food
inflation. “The surge in toma-
to prices and moderate rise in
potato prices pushed up the
vegetable inflation in July 2020,
contributing to the uptick in
the inflation for primary food
articles to a four-month high.
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The Reserve Bank of India
board on Friday approved

a dividend payout of Rs 57,128
crore to the government, a
move in line with the Budget
expectation but may not help
plug a huge revenue hole cre-
ated by the pandemic and
slowing economy.

The surplus transfer of Rs
57,128 crore for the accounting
year 2019-20 compared with Rs
1.76 lakh crore transferred last
year, which included Rs 1.23 lakh
crore as dividend and Rs 52,637
crore excess provisions identified

as per the revised Economic
Capital Framework (ECF).

In a statement, the RBI
said its central board headed by
Governor Shaktikanta Das
“reviewed the current econom-
ic situation, continued global
and domestic challenges and the
monetary, regulatory, and other
measures taken by RBI to mit-
igate the economic impact of
COVID-19 pandemic”.

“The Board also approved
the transfer of Rs 57,128 crore
as surplus to the Central
Government for the accounting
year 2019-20, while deciding to
maintain the Contingency Risk

Buffer at 5.5 per cent,” it said.
Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman in the budget for
2020-21 had provisioned receipt
of Rs 60,000 crore in dividend
from the RBI and other banks to
bridge the fiscal deficit. But, gov-
ernment officials had expected
more from the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI).

The government is facing
a larger-than-expected shortfall
in revenue as the economy
heads for its first full-year con-
traction since 1979. With the
COVID-19 pandemic disrupt-
ing businesses, it is widely
speculated that tax collections

will miss the target.
At the same time, the gov-

ernment is being forced to
spend more to cushion the
blow from the pandemic,
straining the budget deficit.

The central bank largely
earns profit through its trading
of currencies and government
bonds as well as printing of
notes and coins. 

Part of these earnings is set
aside by the RBI for its opera-
tional and contingency needs,
while the rest is transferred to
the government in the form of
dividend.

RBI’’s financial year runs

from July-June at present and
is scheduled to be harmonised
with the government’’s April-
March fiscal starting FY22. In
the current year, the RBI will
have a nine-month financial
year, ending in March.

The central bank’’s payout
to the government last year was
more due to a one-time trans-
fer on account of the adoption
of a new economic capital
framework that calls for main-
taining the level of the 
contingency risk buffer, or
realised equity, at between 5.5
and 6.5 per cent of RBI’’s bal-
ance sheet.

New Delhi: For charitable
organisations and personal
causes during the Covid pan-
demic, Milaap is introducing a
free fundraising platform for
the upcoming festive season
from the Independence Day. 

“We made Milaap free for
all relief related fundraisers as
a token of gratitude. Therefore,
it made perfect sense for
extending this 0% fee to all
fundraisers,” said Mayukh
Choudhury, co-founder and
CEO of Milaap.

Kolkata: Metro Railway has undertaken a spe-
cial cleanliness drive in order to observe
Cleanliness Week from 10th August to 16th
August, 2020.  Metro officers and staff have been
participating in this drive in order to make Metro
premises more beautiful and clean and augment
its aesthetics.

On Friday for the  fifth consecutive day,
cleanliness drives were organised at North-South
and East-West Metro stations in which Metro
staff participated in numbers maintaining all
COVID-19 protocols. 

During this week, special focus is given on
collection and disposal of plastic wastes in and
around Metro premises.

Greater Noida: On the occasion of
Independence Day, the Greater Noida
Authority is bringing an open-ended
scheme of residential buildings from date,
GNIDA CEO Narendra Bhooshan said.
Under which you can decorate the
dream of dwelling by not applying for the
request. It is a special occasion for them
that if they are living on rent or are con-
fused with the breathtaking plans of the
builders, then the authority is providing
them a lot of opportunity to choose the
building of their choice in this scheme. 
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States can make e-way bill mandatory
for transportation of gold within the

respective states but implementing it for
inter-state movement across India will
not be feasible, a state-ministerial panel
suggested on Friday.

The group of ministers (GoM),
comprising finance ministers of Kerala,
Bihar, Gujarat, Punjab, Karnataka and
West Bengal, set up to examine feasibility
of implementation of e-way bill for
movement of gold and precious stones
met via video conferencing.

“It was decided that if any state wants
to implement e-way bill for gold, they
can do so for intra- or within the state
transportation,” Bihar Deputy Chief
Minister Sushil Modi told PTI.
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Bank credit and deposits grew 5.51
per cent and 11.11 per cent to Rs

102.65 lakh crore and Rs 141.61 lakh
crore, respectively, in the fortnight
ended July 31, according to the latest
data from the RBI.

In the fortnight ended August 2,
2019, bank credit and deposits were at
Rs 97.29 lakh crore and Rs 127.44 lakh
crore, respectively.

On a year-on-year (y-o-y) basis,
non-food bank credit growth 
was at 6.7 per cent in June 2020, 
nearly the same as in May 2020 but
lower than the growth of 11.1 per cent
in June 2019.
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Equity indices nursed losses for the
third straight session on Friday as

investors pruned exposure to banking,
financial and consumption stocks amid
negative global cues.

Weak macroeconomic data and a
depreciating rupee further curbed risk
appetite, traders said.

Tanking 663 points from the day’s
high, the 30-share BSE Sensex settled
433.15 points or 1.13 per cent lower at
37,877.34.

The broader NSE Nifty slumped
122.05 points or 1.08 per cent to close
at 11,178.40.

Axis Bank was the top laggard in the
Sensex pack, slipping 2.81 per cent, fol-
lowed by SBI, M&M, Bajaj Finance,
ITC, HDFC Bank, HCL Tech and
IndusInd Bank.

Only five index constituents ended
in the green — Sun Pharma, NTPC,
Tata Steel, Titan and Infosys, rising up
to 2.04 per cent. During the week, the
Sensex declined 163.23 points or 0.42
per cent, while the Nifty fell 35.65 points
or 0.31 per cent.

“Indian markets tracked weak glob-
al cues in the latter part of the trading
day to end with losses. The uncertain-
ty was with regards to the US-China
trade meet this weekend and a lack of
wholesome pickup in economic activ-
ity in many countries, including China.

“The Indian retail inflation num-
bers that came in above the MPCs’’ tar-
get also put doubt on expected rate cuts
by the RBI, which the market was look-
ing forward to. Weak results especially
in the Auto sector also contributed to
the losses,” said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial Services.

Retail inflation rose to 6.93 per cent
in July, mainly driven by rising prices
of food items like vegetables, pulses,

meat and fish, official data released post
market hours on Thursday showed.

BSE auto, bankex, finance, oil and
gas, FMCG and telecom indices fell up
to 2.50 per cent in Friday’’s session,
while metal, healthcare and consumer
durables closed higher.

Broader BSE mid-cap and small-cap
indices fell up to 1.02 per cent.

Global equities were under pressure
following lacklustre industrial produc-
tion and retail sales data in China.

Bourses in Hong Kong and Seoul
ended in the red, while Shanghai and
Tokyo settled with gains.

Stock exchanges in Paris, Frankfurt
and London plunged up to 2 per cent
in early deals, dragged by travel stocks,
after the UK added more European
countries to its quarantine list.

Global oil benchmark Brent crude
was trading 0.65 per cent lower at USD
44.67 per barrel. In the forex market, the
rupee settled 6 paise lower at 74.90
against US dollar.

�&�����!�$��6�*)+7�����
	
��������8�	� >(����,�������,���	����?@
�������'�,�������
	�	�#


"��#
�	��
��
���,���A��
�����*��#�	���#	�*�

�

Mumbai: The rupee on Friday slid 6
paise to end at 74.90 against US dollar
as data showing slow economic recov-
ery and higher inflation dampened forex
market sentiment.

At the interbank forex market, the
local unit opened at 74.85 and then lost
further ground to settle at 74.90, regis-
tering a decline of 6 paise over its pre-
vious close of 74.84 to the US dollar.

During the session, the rupee wit-
nessed an intra-day high of 74.74 and
a low of 74.93 against the greenback.

On weekly basis, the rupee inched
up 3 paise against the US dollar. PTI
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I
ndia is known for its
rich cultural heritage
and history. From
archaeological wonders

like Taj Mahal to majestic
palaces and forts, all narrate
the testimony of our nation’s
regal lineage. As India marks
its 74th Independence Day,
National Geographic cele-
brates the pride of the nation
by releasing never-seen-
before images of the country
through an aerial lens. These
images have been shot as
part of its forthcoming two-
part series titled India From
Above. Narrated by Dev
Patel, the film highlights dif-
ferent aspects of our country

from geological wonders,
marvels of human engineer-
ing to some of the big festi-
vals. Shot across one year
spanning the length and
breadth of the country using
advanced 4k aerial filming
technology, the series is a fit-
ting tribute to our vibrant
nation. From covering the
largest democratic exercise in
human history to ensuring
ancient technique and skills
are preserved for future gen-
erations, the film reveals
how India is embracing its
path to forge its future.

(The second part of the
series premiers today at 10 pm
on National Geographic.)	�"������&������&�)������������������&�� 3��&�)�" ���8�
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I
t is a story of humankind, told
through the greatest questions ever
asked. ‘Where are we in the

Universe?’ ‘What is the destiny of our
planet?’ ‘How did the human brain arise
and why did we develop conscious-
ness?’ ‘Will our search for alien life be
successful, or Earth is the only planet
with life? Are we alone?’

Answering these questions, the
series, Human Universe offers a new
perspective on human life, combining
dramatic photography with innovative
CGI all set in spectacular locations
across the world as it explores the ulti-
mate wonder of the universe — us.

Excerpts of a conversation with pre-
senter Brian Cox: 

�How would you sum up the series?
Human Universe is a love letter to

the human race. It sounds like a very
simple definition of a series but it did-
n’t begin that simply. It started out as
a cosmology series, an astronomy
series, asking questions about how we
came here, questions about the evolu-
tion of the human race, the origin of the
Universe itself. Well, what we realised
during the shoot was that, it was, it real-
ly became a series about our values.

Modern science has taught us that
we are very rare as well as insignificant,
and so the trick in the series was to put
those two things together — what does
it mean to be rare, and then, the con-
sequence of an almost unbelievable
series of accidents, but also insignifi-
cant. How do you marry these things?

The answers were — our rarity
gives us value and also, because our
existence seems to be completely mean-
ingless, we’re equally insignificant. We
didn’t have to be here. Hence, I think

we have a responsibility to look after
ourselves, to protect ourselves, to find
out about the Universe, and to do sci-
ence.

In this way, if you put all these
thoughts together, ultimately, you get
a love letter.

�What’s special about the series?
I think of all the series I’ve made,

this one is my favourite. I have a soft
spot for the ‘Wonders of the Solar
System’ because it’s the first big thing
that I did. And this one I think, for me,
addresses the biggest questions.
Undoubtedly, we’re asking questions
about, at one level, our existence, how
did we come to be here, not only us as
human beings, given the origin of life
on Earth, but also the Universe itself.
And the fact that modern, 21st centu-
ry science is beginning to address
these questions is remarkable.

At another level, it’s also hinting at
deeper questions like how to value our-
selves and science, proceed for the
future, and respect the acquisition of
knowledge. This has been made most

explicit in the fifth programme, which
is polemic. Many would have seen it in
the past through series like Cosmos, The
Ascent of Man, and some of James
Burke’s works. They have polemical ele-
ments.

I think this series is a bit old-fash-
ioned, but in a good way. It has a col-
lective opinion, which is delivered as
mine but was actually generated
throughout the series, through the
collaboration with the crew and the
directors, and everybody who worked
on the series. I think that is what gives
it some added depth and resonance.

�What was your most memorable
experience during the shoot?

The strangest experience I’ve ever
had filming anything was the Soyuz
capsule return into Kazakhstan. The
reason is that the snow there was quite
heavy and our vehicles were very
under-powered. Essentially, we had the
wrong vehicles, so we couldn’t get there
and got stuck. It was a disaster because
it’s the centre part of the series — return
of the Soyuz capsule into Kazakhstan

— and we were faced with a situation
where we couldn’t film it because we
couldn’t reach there.

A film crew working for the
Russian Army said to us, ‘We can fit two
of you in our vehicle. If you jump on
these two snowmobiles and chase us
and see if you can find us out there in
the Kazakh wilderness.’ So, I and Paul
O’Callahan, the cameraman, jumped
onto the snowmobiles, left everybody
else and went off with the Russian
Army, with no communication with
our team.

No one spoke English, apart from
one of the Russian cameramen. We
stayed the night, partly in a Kazakh
farmer’s hut, who, as far as I could see,
brought us horse and jam to eat, which
was actually very good. And we final-
ly filmed the return of the Soyuz cap-
sule. It was a remarkable experience.
You will see it at the end of episode 1,
Ape Man Space Man, in one of the most
iconic scenes of the series, that only two
of us actually shot it.

(The series airs from August 17 to
August 21 at 8 pm on Sony BBC Earth.)

Main gaya jahan bhi
Bas teri yaad thi
Jo mere saath thi
Mujhko tadpati rulati
Sab se pyaari teri soorat
Pyaar hai bas tera, pyaar hi
Maa tujhe salaam...

For the last two decades and
more, the song has been

instrumental in instilling a
sense of pride, patriotism and
national unity among mil-
lions. Even after garnering a
Guiness World Record for
being the song performed in
the most number of lan-
guages, singer-composer AR
Rahman’s Maa Tujhe Salaam
doesn’t cease to amuse many
and generate a plethora of
emotions.

Celebrating the 73rd
Independence Day, MTV, in
partnership with BBXINDIA,
launches a recreated version
of Rahman’s Maa Tujhe
Salaam, with a beatbox ver-
sion.

This rendition of the

song, purely created with
human mouth and vocal
chords (vocal flute, Konakkol,
and Beatbox only) for the first

time ever, is a modern-day
tribute to the resilience of our
nation. Through this offering,
the channel also brings
Beatbox Hustle, an innovative
extension to its rap reality
show.

The track also owes its
newness to three artistes —
Chennai-based beatboxer
Raka Vee, founder of the col-
laborating beatboxing compa-
ny; Ajinkya, a self-trained
mouth musician from
Mumbai who recreates the
wind flute using his vocal
cords; and Shivaraj Natraj, a
well-trained Carnatic vocalist
and Mridangam artist from
Bangalore, also known as the
Konnakol beatboxer who
combines the oldest vocal
percussion (Konnakol) with
modern-age beatboxing and
brings the true mix of Indian
beatbox flavour.

(There will be a series of
Live sessions with Raka Vee for
the next four weeks on MTV
Hustle’s Instagram.)

Aladdin, a live action musical
fantasy film is the reimag-

ining of the 1992 animated
classic from Walt Disney
Pictures. The plot follows
Aladdin (played by Mena
Massoud), a street urchin, as he
falls in love with Princess
Jasmine (played by Naomi
Scott), befriends a wish-grant-
ing Genie (played by Will
Smith), and battles the wicked
Jafar (played by Marwan
Kenzari). Excerpts:

�What was your reaction
when you found out that you
are going to play the most
iconic character in the history
of cinema?

Naomi Scott: I was excited
initially but was scared later with
the thought of humanising an
animated character that’s icon-
ic. You are going off animation
which means there are definite-
ly certain things that are the
foundation of the character,
humanising that person is excit-
ing because then you could
make her into a woman who is
into so many different things.
She is one of my favourite
Disney princesses for real. 

Mena Massoud: I didn’t
have the time to think about it.
I got the project on a
Wednesday and had to fly out
on a Friday for six months. So
I had a day and half to pack all
my stuff because of Will’s
(Smith) schedule. It was a good
thought because I didn’t have
the time to dwell on it, it was a
blessing in disguise.

�Who in your family was the
most excited when they found
out about your role?

Mena: I came home after
wrapping up a film and woke up
my parents at 3 am. I have never
seen my dad more excited. He
jumped out of the bed and gave
me a hug. My mom was half
asleep and half crying. She was
like ‘really?’ 

Naomi: I think everyone
may have told a few people what
was going on at the time but my
favourite reaction was of my
friend Adrian who literally just
went ‘girl bye’ and then hung up
in there, it was good 15 minutes
before he rang me back. The

other one was my friend Shelly
who burst out crying and my
brother, who cared I was in the
film because of Will. He is not
that keen about what I do apart
from the fact that I am in a film
with Will. He is his biggest fan
in the world.

Will Smith: For me, the
major thing was how huge and
perfect the character Robin

William’s had already played in
the film. And I have been in
these situations before where
you have roles with people you
have nostalgic emotional con-
nection. I love Williams and
what he did with the genie. One
question I always ask myself
with those kinds of roles is, is
there any meat left on the bone?
can you do a service to the love

and nostalgia that is connected
to it while at the same time
bring something new to the next
generation? When I played
genie, it was absolutely terrify-
ing but post that I have never felt
it in a strange way because the
character becomes ingrained
in people’s hearts and minds in
a way that it’s a family member.
I watched the film about 10

times, it had live action and dis-
tinct characters. I thought I
would modernise the genie
where I could pay homage to
Robin and honour the widely
respected depiction while at
the same time bring something
new.

�What was the most memo-
rable day of shooting on the
set?

Naomi: I would say shoot-
ing ‘Speechless’ because it was
a very emotional day. I felt like
I had to give myself some space
getting to the zone because I was
singing the first half live which
is difficult, I was being moved
around so you try to control
your voice and then go into the
song. I just had to give every-
thing. That song is really impor-
tant to that character because it
is that point where she is being
herself and is constantly being
shut down and people can relate
to that.

�Tell us about the line “My sul-
tan, Jafar is not who he says he
is!”

Mena: So you have heard
the story. It was a really intense
moment in a very dramatic
scene. I had a few long days and
I came in and completely fum-
bled the line. Will didn’t let it go.
I said something like ‘hem
whom nom seem him is.’ It did
come out like that and then we
just couldn’t stop laughing, Will
actually got it made into a T-
shirt wrapped up gift. I still wear
it, it’s part of my pyjamas. I can’t
wear it out though otherwise
people would be like ‘What is
that?’ 

�What film would you like to
be in if you had the choice?
What if Aladdin was in it?

Mena: Maybe Inglorious
Basterds of Quentin Tarantino
— that is one of my favourite
films of all time. The character
work in that is amazing so I
would love to do that. If Aladdin
was in it, that would be a little
weird, we would have to mature
it up a little bit.

(The film airs today at 3 pm
on Star Movies as a part of the
‘Independence Day: Special
Edition’ pack.)
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L
eipzig stunned Atletico
Madrid 2-1 on Thursday
to reach the Champions

League semi-finals for the first
time as Tyler Adams’ 88th-
minute winner earned them a
showdown with Paris Saint-
Germain.

Atletico looked to have
secured extra-time at the
Estadio Jose Alvalade when
Joao Felix won and then scored
a penalty to cancel out Dani
Olmo’s headed opener early in
the second half.

But Adams proved an
unlikely hero for Leipzig, com-
ing off the bench to snatch vic-
tory in Lisbon after his fired
effort took a cruel deflection of
Stefan Savic and flew in.

The win marks a historic

night for Leipzig, who were only
formed 11 years ago and played
their first-ever season in
Germany’s top flight in 2016.

Progress to the last four also
puts another feather in the cap
of their coach Julian
Nagelsmann, whose stock will
rise even further after ousting
Diego Simeone, one of this
competition’s most gnarly tac-
ticians.

“I’m perhaps one of the
happiest coaches in the world,”
Nagelsmann said.

“We were the better team,
the result is totally OK. The sec-
ond goal is a bit lucky but we
found the space behind the
defensive line. I think we were
the better team today.”

Their challenge is now to
defeat PSG on Tuesday, the
French champions who have

only played three matches in
almost half a year and needed a
late escape to see off Atalanta on
Tuesday.

“It’s normal that when you
get to the next round, you want
more,” Nagelsmann said.

“Tonight we’re happy.
Tomorrow we’ll start looking at
Paris. That will be another dif-
ficult game but we'll have a plan.”

‘HURTS A LOT’
For Atletico and Simeone,

this was an opportunity spurned
to go far in Europe at the end of
what has been a disappointing
season in Spain.

After Real Madrid’s loss
against Manchester City, only
Barcelona are left to fly the
Spanish flag in this tournament
and they face a formidable chal-
lenge against Bayern Munich on
Friday.

Questions will be asked
again about the future of
Simeone, who has struggled to
recreate an Atletico side capable
of challenging for major hon-
ours.

His notoriously defensive
approach, which saw off hold-
ers Liverpool in the last 16,
looked outdated here against the
slick, quick and free-flowing
style of their opponents.

“It hurts a lot,” said Atletico’s
Saul Niguez. “They had superi-
ority in many areas on the
pitch, inside, outside. Many
times we were not even close to
stopping them.”
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