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Even as efforts are on to cool
down the LAC in Eastern

Ladakh, China has deployed
more troops in other sectors,
including Lipulekh Pass in
Uattrakhand and Arunachal
Pradesh.

The move is seen as an
attempt to needle India as
Nepal is objecting to the inau-
guration of a road near
Lipulekh three months back.

The Chinese have moved
forward a battalion on its side
of the LAC in that region in the
last few days forcing India to
take immediate steps to bolster
its strength. Given the for-
ward movement of additional
troops by China in its depth
areas facing Arunachal
Pradesh, the Indian security

establishment has also taken
adequate measures to meet
any challenge.

On the latest development
in Uttarakhand, which along
with Himachal Pradesh com-
prises the middle sector of the
LAC, sources said here on
Saturday, the Chinese brought
forward 1,000 soldiers near
the Lipulekh Pass.

While India is dealing with
Nepal through diplomatic
channels on this issue, the
Chinese forward movement
has made the Indian armed
forces take immediate steps to
augment their strength.

Besides increasing troops
on the ground and moving
heavy weapons ahead, the IAF
has also deployed its frontline
fighter jets, including SU-30s,
Jaguars and MIG-29s, to for-

ward airbases all along the
4,000 km stretching from
Ladakh in the west to
Arunachal Pradesh in the east.

These developments took
place against the backdrop of
the two countries reiterating
their commitment to defuse
tension at the LAC through
diplomatic and military talks.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh had inaugurated a 90-km
long road in the Pithoragarh
region three months back. This
road reduces the travel time of
pilgrims for the Mansarovar
Yatra by more than 10 days.
Located at a height of more
than 12,000 feet, the road is at
least three to four kms away
from the LAC.

Soon after the opening of
the road, Nepal saw vociferous
protests claiming that the road
was built in its territory. In fact,
Nepal also changed its political
map showing Kalapani and
Lipulekh as its territory. The

Lipulekh mountain pass is
close to the tri-junction of
Nepal, India and China.

Reacting to the protests,
Army Chief General MM
Naravane had then said there
was no “contradiction at all” in
the road constructed via
Lipulekh pass and Nepal may
have raised the issue “at the
behest of someone else,” appar-
ently referring to China.
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With just three days to for
the ground-breaking cer-

emony or “bhoomi pujan” of
the Ram Temple in Ayodhya on
August 5, uncertainty loomed
over the participation of LK
Advani and Murli Manohar
Joshi — the two architects of
temple movement — in the
“bhoomi pujan” as invitations
had not reached them till late
on Saturday.

Around 200 important
people figure in the list of
invitees prepared by Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teertha Kshetra
Trust headed by Mahant
Nrityagopal Das. BJP leader
Uma Bharti, Vinay Katiyar and
former Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Kalyan Singh, who
played a key role in the Ram
temple movement, have already
been invited for the bhoomi
pujan ceremony. 

A senior BJP leader who
himself is not to attend the cer-
emony maintained that though
Advani ji and Joshi ji are in the
list of invitees “it is for them to
decide whether to visit during
pandemic for health reasons.”

However, according to
sources, Advani is “unhappy”
over not receiving a formal
invite for attending the cere-
mony with time running out
for the invite. Advani and Joshi
were not contactable for com-
ments.

“An invite over the phone
could be another possibility”,
sources said.

Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) leaders maintain that it
is the trust and not they who
decided the list. “We do not
have the idea as who appears in
the 200 guest list”. VHP vice-
president Champat Rai is,
though, a member of the Trust.

Turn to Page 4
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Afull-blown political war
has erupted between poll-

bound Bihar and Maharashtra
over the ongoing probe into
actor Sushant Singh Rajput’s
death amid new revelation
emerging thick and fast about
various aspect of the relation-
ship between the actor and his
girlfriend Rhea Chakraborty.

Bihar DGP Gupteshwar
Pandey said they have not
been able to locate actress
Rhea Chakraborty in Mumbai
and she was “under watch” in
the abetment to suicide case in
the death of Bollywood star

Sushant Singh Rajput.
Hours after Maharashtra

Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray slammed those crit-
icising the Mumbai Police
probe into the actor’s death,
Bihar Deputy Chief Minister
Sushil Modi accused Thackeray
of trying to save people respon-
sible for Sushant’s death.

“Uddhav Thackeray is
under pressure from the
Bollywood mafia patronised by
the Congress, therefore he is
bent on saving all those respon-

sible in Sushant’s (death) case.
How will the Congress show its
face to people in Bihar,” Modi
said in his tweet.

He took on Thackeray after
the Maharashtra CM said his
police force’s ability to handle
the case should not be ques-
tioned. “I would like to con-
demn those who are raising
questions about the ability of
the police. Mumbai Police is
not inefficient. If anyone has
any proof about the case they
can bring it to us and we will
interrogate and punish the
guilty,” said Thackeray.

“Please don’t use this case
as an excuse to create friction
between the two States of
Maharashtra and Bihar,” he
added.

Sushil Modi also alleged
the Mumbai Police was not
cooperating with the Bihar
police team. 

Turn to Page 4
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Rajya Sabha member Amar
Singh, who once wielded

immense influence in political
and Bollywood circles as a
close aide of Samajwadi Party
(SP) supremo Mulayam Singh
Yadav and Amitabh Bachchan,
died at a Singapore hospital on
Saturday.

The 64-year-old leader was
hospitalised in Singapore in
March for surgery in a kidney-
related illness and had lately
been admitted to its intensive
care unit. He is survived by wife
Pankaja and twin daughters.

Singh’s mortal remains are
being handed over to his fam-
ily, and will most likely be
brought to Delhi.

Singh’s Twitter profile indi-
cates he was very active on

social media despite his illness.
He had last tweeted around
three-hours ago before his
death, in which he had paid
tribute to the revolutionary

freedom fighter Lokmanya Bal
Gangadhar Tilak. 

Earlier on March 22, Singh
had posted a short video mes-
sage on Twitter from the hos-
pital bed in which he appealed
to followers to support Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
the fight against coronavirus.

Singh had undergone a
second kidney transplant. The
transplant was successful and
he was recovering. However,
there was a wound in the wall
of his abdomen which wasn’t
healing and became infectious.
The infection made it difficult
for him to survive. The doctors
tried to revive him but failed. 

In February 2013, Singh
had fainted at Dubai airport
while on his way to Singapore
for a regular medical check-up.
Earlier in March 2020 when

rumors surfaced about Amar
Singh’s death, the former
Samajwadi Party leader had
said, “Tiger Zinda Hai.”

Tributes and condolences
poured in as soon as the news
of Amar Singh’s demise broke
out. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi described Singh as an
“energetic public figure” who
was “known for his 
friendships”.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh described Singh, his fel-
low politician from Uttar
Pradesh, as a leader with
friends in every political party.

In his 14-year-long first
stint with the SP from 1996 to
2010, Singh built an extensive
network for the party and was
frequently seen with celebrities,
from Anil Ambani to the
Bachchans, to Subrata Roy.

Jaisalmer/Jaipur: Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
on Saturday urged Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to
get the alleged attempt to top-
ple his Government stopped
and said he is open to wel-
coming back the Congress
rebels led by Sachin Pilot.

Asked if the dissidents will
be forgiven, he said, “It depends
on the party high command. If
the party high command for-
gives, I shall embrace them.”

Since the power tussle
between him and Sachin Pilot
resurfaced last month, the
Congress veteran has used
harsh words against his former
Deputy, once even referring to
him as “nikamma” or useless. 
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The death toll in the Punjab
spurious liquor tragedy rose

to 86 on Saturday, officials said
as the tragedy is still unfolding
in the State even as a series of
suspension of officials and
arrests have been made.

Till Friday night, the State
authorities had reported 39
deaths from three districts.
Nineteen of them had taken
place in Tarn Taran alone, fol-
lowed by 11 in Amritsar and
nine in Batala.

State Chief Minister Capt

Amarinder Singh has already
ordered a magisterial probe
into the tragedy, unfolding
since Wednesday night. Till
now, police have arrested 25
people in connection with the
case. The Opposition
Shiromani Akali Dal on Friday
demanded a judicial probe by
a sitting judge of the Punjab
and Haryana Court while the
Aam Aadmi Party sought the
Chief Minister’s resignation.

The Chief Minister has
promised strict action against
anyone involved in the case and
has directed police to crack

down on any spurious liquor
manufacturing unit operating
in the State.

As the death toll in the
hooch tragedy rose to 86, the
Punjab Police on Saturday
arrested 17 more persons in a
massive crackdown spanning
more than 100 raids in the
three affected districts of
Amritsar Rural, Gurdaspur and
Tarn Taran, along with sever-
al other places in and around
Rajpura and Shambhu border.
The total number of arrests in
the case has gone up to 25. 

Turn to Page 4
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Apple’s second-largest con-
tract manufacturer,

Pegatron, and South Korean
giant Samsung as well as 20
companies have applied for
the Modi Government’s
Production-Linked Incentive
(PLI) scheme and have com-
mitted huge investment.
However, top Chinese players
such as Oppo and Vivo have
not applied for the PLI scheme.

The scheme is aimed at
turning India as a smartphone
export hub that could ulti-
mately take on China and other
east Asia’s electronics hubs.

The PLI scheme launched
on Saturday is expected to
promote exports significantly
around 60 per cent of the pro-
duction. By this PLI scheme, in
five years the expectation of
total production is above �11.5
lakh crores in five years includ-
ing the export of �7 lakh crores,
said Ravi Shankar Prasad,
Minister for Electronics and
Information Technology.

He also said that PLI

scheme will generate approxi-
mately 3 lakh direct employ-
ment opportunities in next 5
years along with creation of
additional indirect employ-
ment of nearly three times the
direct employment.

“PLI scheme to herald a
new era in mobile phone and
electronic components manu-
facturing. Production of �11.50
lakh crore and out of the total
production we are aiming 60
per cent of it for exports in next
five years. This is major boost
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s Make in India and
Atmanirbhar Bharat. We are
optimistic and looking for-
ward to building a strong
ecosystem across the value
chain and integrating with the
global value chains, thereby
strengthening electronics man-
ufacturing ecosystem in the
country,” said Prasad.
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� How did you end up being an actor?
I never wanted to be an actor to begin

with. But then I was told about a modeling
assignment that I should take up. My
brother insisted that I join the workshop
which lasted for 10 days. During the
workshop there was a performance round
and I was rather apprehensive about it. One
of the event managers told me to do a
particular act for five minutes. At the end
of it 200 people were clapping for me. That
is when I thought that I could act. Then I
joined the theatre — NSD workshop for
20 days. I enjoyed it so much that I decided
then and there that this would be my
profession.
� Any regrets? How has the journey been
thus far?

I have no regrets. Whatever has come
in my life has taught me to be a good
human being. I only took the positives and
took lessons from there and moved
forward. The journey had been superb. I
am thankful to God that I have got shows
where despite people saying that the TV
industry is woman-oriented, I have had a
different experience altogether. I have got
different roles and made a place for
myself in the last 10 years that I have been
here. So far so good.
� What made you say yes to Pyaar Ki
Luka Chuppi?

I was asked to meet the makers. I
listened to the story and was impressed by
the shades that the character, I was to play,
had. I wanted to play a role where I could
do different layers with a love story. The
show offered me both. The screenplay is
great and I love being part of it.
� Was it tough to get your first break?

Yes, it was tough. When I came to
Mumbai, I didn’t know anybody here. I
didn’t even know where to stay. I had to
struggle for two years. I went for
random auditions. The struggle was
real. Whenever I went for an audition,
I was told that I was shortlisted, but
I never got a call back. If I have
given 600 auditions, I was
shortlisted for 300. But I couldn’t
get a chance to get an ad, or film
or a serial. But after a point I
started getting ads. There is an
interesting story about how I
got my first show Kahani
Chandrakanta Ki. I was
selected, but after the
workshop, I was thrown
out. I was told I couldn’t
act. A month later I got a
call asking me to come
back. I was told that the
person taking the workshop was
not competent enough and I

had talent.
� What made you reveal that you were
depressed and fought it?

When you reveal that you have
depression people look at you with pity. I
never wanted that. I told my story after
four years. I wanted people to know that
one can fight it and that stars can be
depressed as well. One has to just
understand that the struggle is real and
after when fights it, one is able to set an
example as a success story that can inspire
others and help them. That after struggling
with it for almost eight months — I was
able to beat it and come out a completely
changed person — emotionally and
professionally. This can help all those
people within the industry as well who are
in a similar situation.
� How important is it for actors to talk
about their depression so that it helps
others?

One has to understand that we are
people as well and can go into depression.
It is normal especially in an actor’s life
where we have to face many things and go
through a phase. We carry an image and
are scared to break it for the public. Some
find it difficult to come out since they are
at a stage where they can’t talk about it and
are in a dilemma about what to do and end
up more depressed. I urge people in the
industry to speak about it with friends and
family. Don’t let it consume you. Take baby

steps and move forward.
� Do you think that we have a long
way to go before we recognise
depression as a disease? What needs
to be done?

The topic is still a taboo in our
country and when people come to
know that a particular person is
depressed, they think he is crazy. This
is wrong. One should not care what
others think. Go see a good expert who
can help you overcome this phase you
are stuck in.
� You have done many shows, a role
that you identified with?

The most relatable character is
Sarthak Yadav in Pyaar Ki… The

character is very true to life. The emotions
he feels are realistic and never seen in any
drama show. I love playing Sarthak because
what he does is commonly seen. People do
stupid things and regret it.
� Is it a challenge to get back to work
now?

One is scared. But one also has to
work. I do take all necessary precautions
needed. We have been shooting for the last
one month. We are now living in the era
of COVID-19 and have to adjust to the
new normal now.
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Obviously there was much more to
Shakuntala Devi than her being a
human computer, superhuman

with numbers. If one were to go the
Roxanne Gay way, you could call her the
bad feminist. 

She did all that was considered
harakiri in her day and age and she also
did what was considered genius. She
shed her parents, she hated her father,
she refused to keep in touch with
them, she ate, drank and swirled in swish
company in old-time London where she
was something of a curio from snake-
charmers’ land, she had failed affairs,
relationships, heartbreaks and what
not.

But nothing kept her down.
Shakuntala Devi had searing views
about womanhood and even
homosexuality. She questioned set
norms, fought for the rights of women,
and was ever unwilling to fit into a
traditional woman’s role of being an
unquestioning giver.

She knew how to play to the gallery.
She knew how to showcase and earn
from her command over mind boggling
numbers. She had worked out the math
of her life — she wanted to and lived
under the limelight for years, giving up
even the closest of relationships for her
demanding multinational career.

All this is and more is nuanced in
the film Shakuntala Devi which comes
to you from her daughter’s perspective,
a daughter who she first left with her
husband as she travelled the world and
then snatched her from him because the
first word she said was papa and not
mamma. She then took her on her
whirlwind, something the little girl did
not want, craving for her father who
lived in Kolkata. Ultimately, it was her
estrangement with her daughter that
melted her from being just a brilliant
mathematician on a singular track of

being with the algebra at all costs to
being a mathematician as well as a
mother.

The film, helmed by Vidya Balan,
captures the known and unknown
moments of this super woman’s life.
However, the constant high, the cutting
humour, the fierce views, the burning
ambition and the “man kabhi nahi
haartee” mindset keeps the movie at an
unnatural crescendo, making the viewers
a little sceptical of true characterisation
of this legend who passed away in
Bengaluru in 2013.

Balan as Shakuntala keeps this high
going throughout the film which is a
biopic that took its time coming. The
film and its story are engaging and you
grudgingly applaud the Shakuntala’s
undying spirit, if that is, you are able to
step out of your years of conditioning
and look at her often seemingly
unreasonable behaviour as a point of
view she held on it.

The best thing about the movie is
that it tells you much more than
Shakuntala Devi’s much celebrated
mathematician side. It gives you an
insight into her personal life and what
she really was, a strong, independent,
unapologetic feminist. And Balan makes
you give the genius a standing ovation.
A failed mother? A selfish wife? A
numbers queen? Whatever tags you may
give her, the overpowering one should
be this: What a woman!!
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One would say that
after the film Uri,
this one is similar

and smaller. However, the
engagingly done series
holds you right from the
moment stone pelters are
about to stop an Army
convoy.

The new thing with it is
the emphasis it puts on the
portals of power in Delhi
which decide what happens
to the borders. Right from the
stone-faced Prime Minister to
the laconic NII chief and the
always spooked up political
advisor, the characters are
well played and fleshed out
with nuances that fit into the

storyline like an easy Lego
puzzle.

Then there is an aside in
the story too, that of an on the
roll TV journalist and her
professional intrusions into
highly sensitive area which
are often shown to be
compromising operations.
The attempt to sanitise the
media by the Government
has been shown with brutal
honesty.

Other than that the
entire scenario building up to
the surgical strike after two
massive casualties at base
camps of Pathankot and Uri
due to consistent
instructions from New Delhi
to stand down in the face of
all kinds of aggressions by the
terrorists and the ISI in PoK-
occupied Kashmir is shown
with subtle sequencing and
characters.

And then comes Amit

Sadh as the Special Ops
Major tasked to plan and
execute the surgical strike
which meant taking a group
of his best men three
kilometers into the POK
border and strike on a
terrorist installation, liquidate
the chief and return with

minimal casualty.
Around the covert

operation which has been
handled with care, most of it
meeting the challenge of
being shot in a dark shade to
enhance the covertness of the
do, there is also a look into
the tensions between two
terror groups, American
snobbery, ISI’s deceitful
balancing of all forces to
propel its interests and the
toll that organised terror
takes on the normal families
losing their sons to it against
their will.

Sadh, a regular now for
all SonyLiv series breezes
through his role, having built
muscles and demeanour best
so suiting a catlike army
commando.

On the whole, a well-
cooked series which, one
wishes, had come before and
not after the film Uri.
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Surgical strike series strikes well
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It is rare for Bollywood to make a
movie on a murder-mystery and
keep the suspense till the very end.

There would probably be only a dozen
or so such films that have managed to
keep one guessing till the very end
starting from Mahal, Bees Saal Baad to
Khamosh.

Kudos to writer Smita Singh who
has managed to introduce so many
twists and turns and throw you off
guard in a thriller that finds itself
caught up in a family drama that comes
with its share of dynamics. At two-hour
and 30 minutes one would have
thought that the movie is too long but
once you sit down to watch till the time

the credits roll you wonder where the
time has gone, such is the interest the
movie is able to generate amid the
nexus between the police and the local

politician and the politician and his
goon. Throw in a policewallah, played
by Nawazuddin Siddiqui (Inspector
Jatil Yadav), who is hell bent on
finding the truth and you have the
perfect setting.

The film is grim as it progresses
and exposes Raghubeer Singh (found
dead on his wedding night) a powerful
and politically connected businessman
in Kanpur yet there are lighter
moments. Take an example. Our
Inspector’s mother, played beautifully
by Illa Arun, quest to find a bahu for
Yadav makes you smile.

In fact, it is his performance that
keeps you engrossed here. The ease
with which he plays the small-town
cop his drive to find the murderer is
what makes Raat Akeli Hai a must
watch. It is unfortunate that the movie
was released on an OTT platform, on
the big screen it would have been
awesome.
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One is spoilt for choice this weekend given that
there are couple of movies worth watching
including Shakuntala Devi and Raat Akeli Hai.

Directed by Rajesh Krishnan, Lootcase despite having
way too many characters managed to engage you in its
two hours and 14 minutes. As the name suggests, the
film is about a suitcase with cash — hence lootcase —
and not just a small amount but worth �10 crore that
lands in the hands of a common man. It goes without
saying that it is bad money and hence there are many
people after it including a cop who has been entrusted
with the task to retrieve it. The fact that it holds
incriminating evidence that could put away biggies in
high places makes the suitcase aka lootcase worth more
than just �10 crore. 

This is where the fun and the drama begins. With
so many thrown in the fray, there are bound to goof
ups. But the real entertainer here are the dialogues by
Vijay Raaz and the comparisons he makes between
the situation and the animals in the wild by referring
them with their scientific names.

Then there is Kunal Kemmu, who plays Nandan
Kumar, who finds the said lootcase and has a bit of
fun with all the money that he finds in his possession.
As Nandan, he plays the part well as does Gajraj Rao,
who plays the MLA and makes people dance to his
tune. He plays the character rather brilliantly and lends
his support to the film adding to the drama that
unfolds keeping you entertained. Ranvir Shorey as the
cop plays the role with aplomb. The other characters
played by Shashi Ranjan and Sumit Nijhawan may not
be well-known faces but their blunderings keep you
entertained all through.

Over all, a movie that is funny even if it is a bit
too long.
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Delhi Police on Saturday
suspended its 36 personnel

for not reporting at duty on
time. The suspension took
place in the northwest district
of Delhi Police.

According to Vijayanta
Arya, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Northwest district, on
the occasion of Eid al-Adha,
the police officers had to report
by 5 am. “But the police officers
did not report till 6.30 AM, fol-
lowing which they have been
suspended,” said the DCP.

Police said that the police
personnel have been suspend-
ed till further orders.
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Power distribution compa-
nies in the national capital

on Saturday issued an adviso-
ry for kite-flying related pre-
cautions to prevent electrocu-
tion and trippings due to use of
metal-coated thread (manjha).

The wide-spread use of
metal coated manjha – being a
good conductor of electricity –
poses a great danger not only
to the person flying the kite, but
may also disrupt electricity
supply of an area. Each year,
there are several instances on
this count. Flying of kites picks

up on the occasion of
Independence Day in Delhi.

According to a BSES
spokesperson, “People should
enjoy kite flying, but they
should do it responsibly. We

advise residents not to fly kites
near electricity installations,
including overhead cables and
certainly avoid using metal or
metal coated manjha. These
two simple mantras will ensure
safe I-Day celebrations.”

According to estimates,
tripping of just one 33/66 KV
overhead line can disrupt
power supply to over 10,000
residents of an area and trip-
ping of a single 11 KV line to
over 2500 residents.

“Each year, there are sev-
eral instances of kite-flying
related trippings.  Last year,
there were 14 instances of kite-

flying related trappings in
BSES’ area,” he said. 

“Keeping this in mind, in
the run-up to Independence
Day, we have put our
Operations and Maintenance
teams on high alert to take care
of any kite-flying related con-
tingencies,” he said.

To make consumers aware
of the perils of flying kites -
especially with the metal coat-
ed manjha- near electricity
installations, BSES’ multi-
pronged campaign sensitises its
consumers (and children), the
power discom said in a state-
ment.
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Aday after Delhi Lieutenant
Governor (L-G) Anil Baijal

rejected the Delhi Govern-
ment’s directive to reopen
hotels and permit weekly mar-
kets in Delhi under ‘Unlock 3,
Deputy Chief Minister Manish
Sisodia has written to Home
Minister Amit Shah seeking
immediate directions to be
issued to L-G to overturn his
decision on hotels and weekly
bazaars, which is “against”
Centre's unlock guidelines.

Sisodia in his letter said
that the situation in Delhi is
under control and permission

should be granted to open
weekly markets considering
the plight of five lakh families.

He also cited examples of
Uttar Pradesh and Karnatka,
saying that hotels and weekly
markets in these states are

open even after cases of
Coronavirus are up.

Citing examples of neigh-
bouring Delhi, health minister
Satyendra Jain said that hotels
in places bordering Delhi are
open. “Hotels are open in areas

bordering Delhi such as Noida,
Ghaziabad and Haryana.
Covid-19 cases in the nation-
al Capital are decreasing while
it is increasing in neighbouring
states. It would have been bet-
ter if Lieutenant Governor
would have given the permis-
sion,” he said.

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government said that it
would have been better if per-
mission was granted since cases
are decreasing in the city.

Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Anil Baijal on Friday rejected
the AAP Government’s deci-
sion to allow hotels and week-
ly markets under Unlock 3.

"The matter was discussed
with the Hon'ble Chief Minister
and it was agreed that while
there has been improvement,
the pandemic situation in the
capital continues to be fragile
and the threat is still far from
over. Therefore a cautious and
conservative approach is
required," a statement issued by
the LG office had said.

Reacting to the LG's move,
the Aam Aadmi Party said the
Centre must stop interfering in
decisions of the Delhi govern-
ment and stop undermining its
authority.

AAP national spokesper-
son Raghav Chadha had criti-

cised the BJP-led Central gov-
ernment's decision of not
allowing the hotels and week-
ly markets to reopen in Delhi,
saying that the Centre should
immediately roll back this deci-
sion.

Chadha said, "The Centre
derives sadistic pleasure by
inflicting pain and misery on
the people of Delhi and under-
mining the democratically
elected government of Delhi."

"In the last few days, we
have seen on several occasions
that the Centre interfered in
decisions of the Delhi govern-
ment," he said.

Raghav had said that in the

last few months, we have
repeatedly noticed that the BJP
government is interfering con-
tinuously on the works of the
Delhi government. “The cen-
tral government first rejected
the home isolation module of
the Delhi government and also
rejected the lawyer panel of the
AAP government for repre-
senting the Delhi riot cases.
Lastly, today they have stopped
the decision of reopening the
hotels and weekly markets,” he
said.

Chadha alleged the BJP to
interfere in the works of the
AAP government repeatedly.
“It seems like the BJP govern-

ment is trying to take revenge
on the citizens of Delhi. On 8
June 2020 the BJP led Central
government issued an order for
all the states across India which
clearly noted that the weekly
markets and the hotels of the
states should reopen,” he said.

In Delhi, the Delhi gov-
ernment took the decision to
not open the hotels and the
weekly markets at that point of
time because the situation was
not favourable but when today
the Delhi government has
decided to open the hotels and
weekly markets the central
government has stopped it," he
said.
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The number of coronavirus
counts in the national cap-

ital has reached to 1,36,716
with 1,118 fresh cases report-
ed on Saturday. The death toll
climbed 3,989 following 26
more fatalities.

According to Saturday’s
health bulletin, which details
information about the fresh
cases registered in the last 24
hours, 18,154 tests (5140  RT-
PCR, CBNAAT and True
NAAT tests figures; 13014 -
Rapid Antigen). The number of
containment zones stood at
539.

The number of tests done

per million, as on Saturday was
55,312, it said. On July 20, the
fresh cases count had dipped to
954. The active cases tally was
10,599 while the recovery rate
stands at 88 per cent.

According to the Indian
Council of Medical Research,
suspected individuals who test
negative for COVID-19 in
rapid-antigen test should

undergo RT-PCR to rule out
the infection.

Rapid-antigen testing
requires a prescription and an
ICMR form filled by a regis-
tered doctor, and a government
identity proof, same as that for
RT-PCR test.

On June 23, the national
capital had reported the high-
est single-day spike of 3,947
cases. According to the
Saturday bulletin, out of the
total number of beds in
COVID hospitals, 10599 are

vacant.
Also, 4320 beds in COVID

care centres are occupied by
persons under quarantine,
including travellers who have
returned by Vande Bharat
Mission and bubble flights, it
said.

Testing was ramped up
June 18 onwards, when Delhi
started conducting tests
through the faster rapid-anti-
gen methodology. Since then,
tests have increased almost
threefold -- from an average of
around 7,000 a day during
June 12-18 to an average of
around 20,000 per day at pre-
sent.

As per Government’s
report, both Government and
private hospitals have done a
fair job in tackling coron-
avirus. Delhi Government’s
Rajiv Gandhi Super Specialty
Hospital with seven per cent
death rate is on top ranking for
giving treatment to corona
infected patients. 
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Delhi Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) president Adesh

Gupta has taken a dig at the
Kejriwal Government for
“propagating” false “propagan-
da” regarding distributing
ration to 72 lakh ration card-
holders in Delhi.

Gupta said that under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana (PMGKY) and
National Food Security Act, the
ration cardholders of Delhi are
being given free ration by the
Modi government.

“Under PMGKY, 72 lakh
card holders under Delhi were
given 4 kg of wheat at the cost
of Rs 303 crore per month, 1 kg
of rice, 1 kg of gram or pulses
every month. Under the
National Food Security Act, 4
kg of wheat and 1 kg of rice is
being given free. At the same
time, the Kejriwal government,
which left the people of Delhi
on their fate in the Corona pan-
demic, is promoting the scheme
of the Modi Government as
their own,” he said.

Gupta questioned that the
Kejriwal government should
tell how many poor people
were given free ration so far
from the lockdown. He said
that the ration provided by the
Center to the Delhi government
did not reach the needy on
time.
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ADelhi Police head constable
died due to Covid-19 at a

city hospital. The deceased,
Leela Dhar, was posted at
Defence Colony police station.
Dhar died on Friday.

According to Atul Kumar
Thakur, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP),
South district, on July 11, Dhar
had reported mild fever. He was
taken to Nehru Homeopathic
College and Hospital, B-Block
Defence Colony, where he had
tested positive.

“Thereafter, he was shifted
to Rajiv Gandhi Super
Speciality Hospital, Tahir Pur.
He was shifted to the ICU on
July 19 and was given plasma
therapy. On Friday, Dhar passed
away,” the DCP said.

Police said that more than
2,500 Delhi Police personnel
have been infected with
COVID-19 so far. Of these,
more than 2,100 have recovered
and resumed their duties, while
over a dozen succumbed to the
virus.
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Delhi Police has nabbed a 28-year-old
tempo driver who allegedly mowed

down an on-duty Assistant Commissioner
of Police (ACP) from traffic department in
southwest Delhi’s Rajokari area on July 25.

The accused has been identified as
Amit Pulami, a resident of Mahipalpur
area in National Capital.

According to Devendra Arya, the
Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP),
Southwest district, on July 25 around 8
pm, an accident took place on NH-8 near
Rajokri Flyover where ACP, traffic, Sanket
Kumar Kaushik was hit by an unknown
vehicle.

“Kaushik was rushed to AIIMS
Trauma Centre where he was declared
brought dead. The statement of Kaushik’s
driver was recorded who said that around
7.45 pm, while the ACP was walking
through the service lane Rajokri flyover,
a goods carrier vehicle came from
Gurugram side, hit him and sped away,”
said the DCP.

“Police checked the piece of an iron
angle recovered from the spot and found
that the vehicle was a tempo. The CCTV
footage ascertained that the incident
happened at 7:48 pm and the offending
vehicle was a tempo with white driving

cabin and brown body,” said the DCP.
“Details of all the tempos with simi-

lar body and color passed through MCD
toll tax booth at Delhi-Haryana Border,
NH-8 were collected. All the records from
Cargo of IGI Airport were obtained and
analyzsed. All the warehouses in Rajokri,
Mahipalpur, Kapashera, Samalkha,
Bijwasan were examined and their records
of moments of vehicles also checked,” said
the DCP.

“During scanning of CCTV footage,
a vehicle was noticed near the spot.
Later, it was found that the suspected vehi-
cle came from Rangpuri towards
Gurugram through service lane and took
a U-turn under the Rajokri flyover and
moved towards the spot,” said the DCP

“On Friday, the vehicle was traced in
Rangpuri, Mahipalpur, and the driver was
apprehended from the parking.
Interrogation revealed that on July 25
around 7.45 pm, the accused was going
toward Cargo IGI, from his warehouse at
Rangpuri, Mahipalpur,” said the DCP.

“When he was on a service lane near
the Rajokri Flyover and trying to enter
NH-8, he hit the ACP, who was crossing
the road. Thereafter, he reached at Cargo
for his consignment delivery. Next day, he
repaired the tempo at a garage in
Rangpuri, Mahipalpur,” the DCP added.
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Delhi Government on
Saturday began the second

phase of serological survey for
Covid-19 cases. 

Delhi Health Minister
Satyender Jain describes this
survey as technical processes.
“Serological Survey for Covid-
19 started from today (
Saturday) in Delhi. In the last
survey,24 per cent of people
were found to be positive. This
is a technical process but will
be conducted across the capi-
tal. Now we want to see how
much difference it has made
after one or one and a half
months," Jain said.

In the serological survey,
blood samples of the people are
taken to check for the presence
of antibodies for Covid -19 in
their body.

According to experts, if the
report comes positive for anti-
bodies, it proves that those
patients had been infected but
have been cured of the viral
infection.

According to officials, the
second serological survey will
be conducted in all 11 districts
of Delhi from August 1 till
August 5.

While a team of doctors
have been appointed, a senior
member of the team said, "We
take care of hand-washing,
hygiene, social distancing and
bio-medical medical wastes
while conducting the survey.
The team conducts the survey
under the supervision of a
doctor. All the persons giving
samples fill a consent form con-
taining all the information
related to the sample survey."

As per the strategy, the
team will take at least 40 sam-
ples of different age group
from an area. “Under this, 25
per cent of the samples will be
taken from children below 18

years and about 25 per cent of
the samples will be taken from
people over the age of 50.
About 50 per cent of the sam-
ples will be obtained from
people between 18 and 50
years of age," an expert said.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal Office also
tweeted and informed about
the survey, said the survey
will aid the government to
tailor its strategy to changing
circumstances

"On the directions of CM
Arvind Kejriwal, the Delhi
government has begun month-
ly sero-survey in the city from
today. The survey conducted in
June showed 24 per cent
Delhiresidents have developed
antibodies. This will aid the
government to tailor its strat-
egy to changing circum-
stances," the Delhi CMO tweet-
ed.

According to the Indian
Council of Medical Research
;ICMR), sero-surveys help to
understand the proportion of
the population exposed to
SARS-CoV-2 infection includ-
ing asymptomatic individuals.
Depending upon the level of
sero-prevalence of infection,
appropriate public health inter-
ventions can be planned and
implemented for prevention
and control of the disease.

Earlier, this week, Jain has
said that the government has
decided to conduct sero-sur-
veillance every month in a bid
to break the COVID-19 chain
and contain the spread of
infection.

While 23.48 per cent pop-
ulation is affected with coron-
avirus in the national capital as
per the findings revealed by the
Delhi's sero-survey, at least 77
per cent population is still vul-
nerable to catch the infection,
the Union Health Ministry
had said on July 21.
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While large scale contain-
ment zones in the National

Capital obstructing activities,
the Delhi Government on
Saturday reviewed the situation
and scaled down the number
from 715 to 496 while the top 10
containment zones are in South,
South East, South West, and
Central District. 

The review meeting was
held after Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal expressed concern over
restriction of the movement of

large  population as most of city
area was falling under the con-
tainment zone.

Revenue Minister Kailash
Gahlot tweeted, "During the last
two days, an extensive review of
containment zones was carried
out with Revenue and health
officials. Result has been quite
satisfactory. Against 715 con-
tainment zones affecting
3,48,099 people, number of con-
tainment zones is now down to
496, which affects the movement
of only 1,06,211 people."

According to Delhi gov-

ernment, number of contain-
ment zone has been decreased by
219 on July 31. “Around 348099
people were contained across
Delhi on July 27, which came
down to 106211 people on July
31,” a senior government official
said.

As per government data, as
on July27, there were 59 con-
tainment zones in the Central
district, 54 in East, 50 in New
Delhi, 81 in North, 40 in North
East, 49 in North West, 43 in
Shahdara, 77 in South, 31 in
South East, 127 in South West

and 104 in West. The total num-
ber of containment zones in
Delhi on 27th July was 715.

However, on July31, 2020,
the number of containment
zones in Delhi scaled down to
496, with 39 containment zones
in Central district, 50 in East, 39
in New Delhi, 59 in North, 24 in
North East, 28 in North West, 7
in Shahdara, 50 in South, 30 in
South East, 109 in South West,
and 61 in West. As of 27th July,
348099 people were contained
across Delhi, which came down
to 106211 people on 31st July.

The meeting was held with
the officials of the revenue
department, health department,
and district officials, Arvind
Kejriwal also directed the health
department and district offi-
cials to analyze the situation at
regular intervals. 

An official said the scaling
down of the containment zones
is the result of the measures
taken by the Government in
terms of creating healthcare sys-
tem, including increased testing
following of quarantine guide-
lines of the Government. 
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A29 year-old fashion designer allegedly
rammed her BMW car into a roadside

ice cream stall and injured three persons
standing near the stall in Southeast Delhi
area. The incident occurred on Friday night.

The accused has been identified as
Roshani Arora, a resident of East of Kailash
and she is a fashion designer by profession
in National Capital.

A video of the incident also went viral
on social media. In the CCTV footage it can
be seen that a navy blue coloured BMW car
rammed into the ice cream stall and
dragged the people for a short distance
standing near the stall on the roadside.

According to a senior police official, the
incident occurred around 9:30 PM on
Friday night in Southeast Delhi’s posh
Greater Kailash on Raja Adhir Sen Road D-
Block near East of Kailash.

“The woman fled from the spot after
the incident. The trio injured in the inci-
dent were taken to National Heart Institute
hospital where they are undergoing treat-
ment,” said the senior police official.

“A case under relevant section of
Indian Penal Code (IPC) has been regis-
tered and the woman was later released on
bail,” said the police official privy to the
investigation. 
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Visakhapatnam: A massive 70-tonne
crane under trial run in the
Hindustan Shipyard Limited (HSL)
came crashing down on Saturday
here, crushing 11 victims to death in
the first such mishap in the public
sector ship-building company's 75
year old existence.

All the deceased who came under
the falling iron mass, rail-mounted
and known as jetty crane for being on
a ramp to handle cargo, were killed
on the spot, even as TV visuals
showed the equipment collapsing
on the ground with a loud thud after
its cabin and base snapped during the
trial run.

The new crane was erected at
HSL about two years ago but was not
yet commissioned for regular oper-
ations due to change in contractors.

The HSL management, with
the help of three new contractors,
started conducting a trial run of the
crane when its cabin and base
snapped and collapsed as a dead-
weight load was being tested,
Visakhapatnam District Collector V

Vinay Chand said.
There were no other casualties

in the incident, he added.
Chief Minister Y S Jagan

Mohan Reddy spoke to Vinay Chand
and enquired about the incident.

Reddy directed the Collector
and Visakhapatnam city
Commissioner of Police R K Meena
to take required follow-up action.

Four of the victims were employ-
ees of HSL, including a supervisor,
while the other seven were workers
of three contracting agencies, the
Collector told reporters after inspect-
ing the accident site.

Bodies of the victims have been
retrieved and sent for post-mortem.   

While HSL constituted an inter-
nal committee, headed by its Director
(Operations), the Collector formed an
independent committee of engineers,
comprising heads of departments of
civil, mechanical and electrical engi-
neering of Andhra Engineering
College, to investigate the cause of the
crane accident.

"The committees will probe if
there is any human negligence that
caused the mishap," the Collector

said.
Anupam Cranes of Mumbai

erected the jetty crane at HSL two
years ago, but it was not made oper-
ational. The company later backed out
of the contract and HSL subse-
quently engaged Greenfield Company
to operationalise the crane.

HSL also contracted Lead
Engineers for maintenance and
Squad7 for regular operation of the
crane.

"These contractors have com-
menced the full load trials now and
the testing was being done when the
tragedy occurred," Vinay Chand
added.The other deceased were three
workers of Greenfield, two of Lead
Engineers and one of Squad7.     One
victim is yet to be identified.Today's
accident was among a spate of fatal
industrial mishaps the region has wit-
nessed in the recent past.

In May, 12 people were killed and
many hospitalised after a styrene
vapour leaked at a private plant here
while a major fire accident in a phar-
maceutical company in the Pharma
City at Parawada near here left an
employee dead last month.  PTI

Shillong: The Meghalaya Human
Rights  Commission (MHRC) issued
a notice to the State Government after
a maternity hospital here allegedly
denied admission to a pregnant
woman who later lost her child due
to "administrative delay", officials said
on Saturday.

The expecting mother, hailing
from Mawlai Mawtawar in the out-
skirts of the city, was rushed to the
Ganesh Das Hospital on July 28 but
was refused admission at first as she
hailed from a area declared as con-
tainment zone.

She was admitted to the hospital
after a long delay due to administra-
tive processes, officials said.

However, the newborn died
shortly after delivery, they said.

We have issued notices to the
state government through the chief
secretary for an effective inquiry
into the matter within 30 days, a
senior official of the commission told
PTI.

The notices were received by the
state government on Friday, he said.

In the notice, the commission
observed that the incident was a vio-
lation of human rights as the state
authorities failed to ensure the rights
to life and medical care to its citizens.

Right to life is a fundamental
right and it is paramount duty of the
state to protect and safeguard such
rights of any individual, the com-
mission stated.

Health Minister AL Hek said the
state government has issued a show-
cause notice to the hospital authori-
ties on the matter.

He said the government is
expecting to receive the reply soon,
based on which further action nec-
essary will be taken.

According to a health official, the
woman could not be admitted for
delivery in time as there was no
vacant bed in the isolation ward of the
hospital as she belonged to a con-
tainment zone.  PTI
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Forty-seven more people
died due to Covid-19 in

Uttar Pradesh on Saturday,
while 3,807 people tested pos-
itive for the disease.

The infection tally has now
climbed to 89,068 and the
death toll reached 1,677,
Additional Chief Secretary
(Medical and Health) Amit
Mohan Prasad told reporters. 

On Friday, the state's
Covid-19  tally stood at 85,261,
he said. 

Prasad said 51,354 more
patients have been discharged
after treatment, bringing the
number of active cases to
36,037. 

He said 93,381 samples

were tested on Friday. Till now,
over 24.18 lakh samples have
been tested in the state, he said. 

During a routine meeting
at his residence, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath asked offi-
cials to make arrangements
for additional ventilators at
BRD Medical College in
Gorakhpur and Jhansi Medical
College in view of the rising
Covid-19 cases in the state.

He directed officials to
work in a proactive manner to
effectively contain the spread of
the disease.

"As per requirement, addi-
tional ventilators should be
arranged and provisions of
portable ventilators should also
be made," he said.

The Chief Minister also
instructed officials to com-
plete the construction of the
medical institute for children in
Gorakhpur by August 15. 
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Raipur: On a pilot basis, the
Chhattisgarh  Government has
allowed asymptomatic Covid-19
patients to undergo treatment in
isolation at home, a health offi-
cial said on 
Saturday.

In a letter to all district col-
lectors on Friday, the state's
Health Secretary Niharika Barik
Singh said the district adminis-
tration can allow ̀ C' (asympto-
matic) category Covid-19
patients to remain in home iso-
lation, he said.

The health department also
released a detailed set of condi-
tions and guidelines which will
have to be fulfilled before putting
any patient in home isolation, he
said. Initially, 285 coronavirus
positive patients across 28 dis-
tricts—50 of them from Raipur
distric—will be allowed to

undergo treatment at home.
A 24X7 call center and con-

trol room will be set up in every
district to monitor the treatment
of these patients.

Before allowing home iso-
lation and treatment, a district
administration team will inspect
the house. A house where a
patient is to be kept should be
at least a 3BHK (bedroom-hall-
kitchen) one with sufficient
cross-ventilation and separate
toilet-bathrooms.

But a COVID-19 patient
suffering from serious ailments
such as heart disease or cancer
or those who are living  alone
shall not be put in home-isola-
tion.A red sticker with required
information will be pasted on
the front  of a house where a
COVID-19 patient has been
isolated. PTI

Kolkata: Belur Math, the global
headquarters of Ramakrishna
Math and Mission, on  Saturday
announced that entry of devotees
will be banned in its premises
from August 2 as the Covid-19
pandemic is still raging. The
Secretary of Belur Ramakrishna
Math and Ramakrishna Mission,
Swami Suvirananda said in a
video message on Saturday that
the Math is being closed for vis-
itors for the second time from
August 2.

The sprawling Math complex
on the banks of the Hoogly river
in Howrah district was kept total-
ly out of bounds for visitors from
March 24 when the lockdown was
clamped for the first time. The
authorities of Ramakrishna Math
and Mission, founded by Swami
Vivekananda, had thrown open
the gates with certain regulations
and safety protocols from June 15.
"We are closing the Math and
temple for devotees from August
2 till further notice," Swami
Suvirananda said and sought

everyone's cooperation in this
regard.

A Math official said the deci-
sion was taken after consultations
with the district administration
following the rise in Covid-19
cases in West Bengal. Meanwhile,
authorities of Tarapith Kali tem-
ple, one of the Shakti Peeths in the
country, closed down temple
premises for devotees from
Saturday. It had thrown open the
gates from Rath Yatra day on June
23 with all safety protocols in
place.

"We had to close down the
temple as many devotees were
turning up ever since we opened
the gates. Despite not allowing
many people inside at a time,
using sanitiser tunnels and other
safety measures we remain con-
cerned about their health," a tem-
ple committee member said. Also,
there has been a number of
Covid-19 cases in Birbhum dis-
trict under which Tarapith falls.
"Can't take any risk," the temple
committee member said. PTI
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Amaravati: Coronavirus cases
crossed the 1.50  Lakh mark in
Andhra Pradesh on Saturday as
another 9,276 were added but a
record high of 12,750 patients had
recovered and been discharged from
hospitals in the last 24 hours.

According to the latest govern-
ment bulletin, the states Covid-19
cumulative tally showed 1,50,209
confirmed cases, 72,188 active,
76,614 recoveries and 1,407 deaths
till 9 am on Saturday.

The state completed 20,12,573
tests at the rate of 37,689 per million
population, with a positivity rate of
7.46 per cent.

Thanks to a record number of
discharges in a day, the recovery rate
again climbed to 51 per cent while
the mortality rate dipped further to
0.94 per cent.

Of the 58 deaths reported in the
last 24 hours, East Godavari and

Visakhapatnam accounted 
for eight each, Guntur seven,
Anantapuramu, Chittoor and
Kurnool six each.

With 201, Kurnool became the
first district in the state to register
over 200 Covid-19 deaths while
East Godavari is behind with 172.

East Godavari, which tops the
state with 21,271 total cases, showed
a remarkable improvement on
Saturday after 5,880 patients recov-
ered in the last 24 hours and brought
down the number of active cases to
7,782.

But Visakhapatnam showed a
worrying trend as it added another
1,155 new cases, pushing its overall
tally to 11,920, with 8,698 of them
active.

Anantapuramu district also
added 1,128 fresh cases, making its
cumulative count 15,827, with 8,822
active. PTI
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From Page 1
But Gehlot said he will do

whatever the Congress leader-
ship wants.

He said the party trusted
him and he has been a Union
minister, AICC general secre-
tary, State unit president and
Chief Minister for a third time.

“What else do I want? I am
doing this to serve the public,”
he told reporters in Jaisalmer.

The Chief Minister was on
his way back to Jaipur after an
overnight stay at Jaisalmer’s
Suryagarh resort, where loyalist
MLAs have been shifted ahead
of the Assembly session from
August 14.

The Congress has accused
the BJP of playing a major role
in the rebellion by the now
sacked deputy chief minister and
18 other Congress MLAs who
are threatening his Government.

“We have no personal quar-
rel with anyone. In a democra-
cy, fights happen over ideology,
policies and programmes and
not for toppling a Government.

“Modi should get the drama
which is going on in Rajasthan
ended,” the Chief Minister said
outside the hotel where the
MLAs were shifted Friday.

Gehlot said Union Minister
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
should resign on moral grounds,
claiming that his involvement in
a “conspiracy” to topple the
Rajasthan government is now
known.

He said Shekhawat’s name
also cropped up in a cooperative
society scam in which money
from poor people was looted.

The CM also alleged that
some other Union Ministers,
including Dharmendra
Pradhan, are involved in the
“conspiracy” against his
Government.

Gehlot and other Rajasthan
Ministers are likely to spend
most of their time in the State
capital as the Congress tries to
keep its numbers intact in
Jaisalmer.

Including the 19 rebels, the
Congress has 107 MLAs in the
200-member Assembly. The BJP
has 72 MLAs.

He claimed that democracy
is under threat in the country
and the Union Home Ministry
is after his Government in the
State.

He repeated the charge that
the “rate” for trying to lure
MLAs away has gone up after
the announcement of the
Assembly session. Back in Jaipur,
he said Bahujan Samaj Party
chief Mayawati is giving state-
ments “under pressure” and
asserted that all six BSP MLAs
lawfully merged with the
Congress in Rajasthan last year.

The BSP recently challenged
the merger in the high court,
prompting the Congress to
charge that the party made the
move at the behest of the BJP.

Reacting to BJP state pres-
ident Satish Poonia’s statement
over the shifting of Congress
MLAs to Jaisalmer, Gehlot called
him a “new leader” who wants
to take on former chief minis-
ter Vasundhara Raje.

He commented that Raje
has ‘disappeared’ from the scene.
Poonia had mocked the
Congress, asking if the Gehlot

loyalists will move further west-
ward across the border into
Pakistan.

MLAs from the Congress
and its allies had remained con-
fined to Fairmont hotel in Jaipur
since July 13, before being flown
Friday to Jaisalmer on chartered
flights.

They are likely to visit Tanot
Mata temple near the Pakistan
border and some other places
during their Jaisalmer stay,
expected to continue till the
assembly session begins.

Gehlot recalled that he had
informed Narendra Modi about
the political situation in the
state through a letter and a tele-
phone conversation.

He said he will write anoth-
er letter to Modi asking him to
call a video conference of all
chief ministers again to review
the Covid-19 situation.

He said adequate testing for
coronavirus is not taking place
in some States while Rajasthan
has increased its testing capac-
ity to 40,000 per day.

“We have done excellent
Covid management in the State.
The recovery rate is good, the
death rate is less than 1 per cent,”
he said. Meeting reporters in
Jaipur, the Chief Minister said
the States are suffering as rev-
enues have come down after the
coronavirus lockdown. Gehlot
said he has asked the Centre to
declare Rajasthan’s eastern canal
project, which was prepared by
the earlier Government led by
Vasundhara Raje, as a national
project.

The project is aimed at pro-
viding water for drinking and
irrigation to 13 districts. PTI

From Page 1
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is

among the high-profile leaders who are
expected to attend the event. Modi is like-
ly to reach Ayodhya at around 11 am on
August 5 and to stay there for three hours.

Interestingly, Modi, 69, Advani, 96,
Joshi, 86 cannot attend “bhoomi pujan” if
Union Health Ministry’s guideline is to be
followed in its letter and spirit as all these
leaders are above the age of 65. Kalyan
Singh, 88, another invitee, also cannot be
physically present during the ceremony as
per the health guidelines.

According to the standard operating
procedures issued by the Health Ministry

for religious places, people above 65 years
of age are advised to stay at home and not
to participate in any religious congregation.

“People above 65 years of age, persons
with co-morbidities, pregnant women, and
children below the age of 10 years are
advised to stay at home. Organisations
managing the religious institutions to
advise accordingly,” it says categorically.

Union Home Ministry’s latest guide-
lines for Unlock 3.0 also advises people
above 65 years of age to stay at home.

Several senior saints, invited to the cer-
emony, thus, are also automatically dis-
qualified to attend the ceremony as they
are above the cut-off age of 65.

The pandemic has forced the trust to
prune the list of invitees to avoid the site
of brick-laying getting crowded.

From Page 1
The Minister said that many applica-

tions are received as well as from global
companies for manufacturing mobile
phones and electronic components in
India under the PLI Scheme. “A total of 22
companies have filed their application
under the PLI Scheme.

The international mobile phone man-
ufacturing companies that have applied
under Mobile Phone (Invoice Value INR
15,000 and above) Segment are Samsung,
Foxcon Hon Hai, Rising Star, Wistron and
Pegatron. Out of these, 3 companies
namely Foxcon Hon Hai, Wistron and
Pegatron are contract manufacturers for
Apple iPhones. Apple (37%) and Samsung
(22%) together account for nearly 60% of
global sales revenue of mobile phones and
this scheme is expected to increase their

manufacturing base manifold in the coun-
try,” said Electronics Ministry in a state-
ment.

“Under Mobile Phone (Domestic
Companies) Segment, Indian companies
including Lava, Dixon Technologies,
Bhagwati (Micromax), Padget Electronics,
Sojo Manufacturing Services and
Optiemus Electronics have applied under
the scheme. 

These companies are expected to
expand their manufacturing operations in
a significant manner and grow into nation-
al champion companies in mobile phone
production. Ten companies have filed
applications under the Specified Electronic
Components Segment which include
AT&S, Ascent Circuits, Visicon, Walsin,
Sahasra, Vitesco and Neolync,” added the
statement.
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From Page 1
A mafia mastermind, a woman

kingpin, a transport owner, a want-
ed criminal and owners/managers of
various dhabas from where the illic-
it liquor was being supplied are
among the arrested accused, DGP
Dinkar Gupta said in a 
statement. 

The raiding parties have also
seized large quantities of Lahan
from various villages and dhabas in
the region around Shambhu border,
Rajpura and Patiala, he said, adding
the raids had exposed a massive
racket in illicit liquor, 
extending across several districts.
The dhabas, identified as Zilmil
Dhaba, Green Dhaba, 
Chhinda Dhaba on  Shambhu, and
Banur and Rajpura in Patiala, have
been sealed. 

As much as 750 litres of Lahan
had been seized from village
Baghaura from where two persons,
Satnam and Rashem, had been
arrested while another, identified as
Lakhwinder, had been identified as
a culprit. Kingpin Darshan Rani,
alias, Faujan was arrested by the
Batala Police, while another key
accused Beeri, of village Deo, PS
Sadar Tarn Taran, has also been
arrested for supplying the spurious
alcohol. Prem Singh, the owner of
Azad Transport,
and Bhinda (wanted by Tarn Taran
Police) were arrested by Rajpura
police in raids.

In the raid at Jhilmil Dhaba,
whose manager Narinder Singh has

been arrested, 200 liters of Lahan was
seized. The dhaba owner Harjit
Singh has been named in the 
FIR.

At Green Dhaba, Rajpura
Chandigarh Road PS Zirakpur,
approximately 200 liters of diesel like
liquid was recovered in four to five
small containers, which truck drivers
were selling to the dhaba owner. The
dhaba has also been sealed and its
owner Gurjant Singh has been
arrested. One Narinder Singh, the
owner of Multani Dhaba, has also
been arrested in the case, the DGP
said.

Another 150 litres of Lahan was
recovered from one Parminder Singh
and 200 liters from Baljit Singh. Both
these men have also been 
arrested.

Describing the modus operan-
di of the accused, the DGP said the
trucks carrying spirit would be
stopped at six to seven identified
dhaba and the dhaba owners col-
lected the hooch from truck drivers
and sold it to one Bhinda of Rajpura,
who was also accused in Rajpura fac-
tory case and Bittu of a village near
Banur. 

The spirit was being supplied by
these people to Amritsar and sur-
rounding areas.

Raids were continuing, with
SSP Patiala camping at Rajpura for
personally supervising the raids and
rounding up the culprits, the DGP
said, adding efforts were on to
smash the supply chain of the spu-
rious alcohol.

From Page 1
India and China are now preparing

for the fifth round of talks between the
Corps Commanders of the two armies
some time next week. 

The last round was held on July 14
and the sides agreed to speed up the
process of disengagement from all the fric-
tion points.

The Chinese have pulled back from
Galwan, Hot Springs and Gogra but are
reluctant to retreat from the Pangong Tso
(lake). In fact, the stand-offs began from
this point on May 5 when the Chinese
intruded more than five km into India and
obstructed an Indian Army patrol. It led
to fisticuffs between the soldiers of the two
sides.

In this background, the China Study
Group (CSG) comprising top officials of
the Defence, External Affairs and Home
Ministries reviewed the situation earlier
this week here.

The high-powered group was of the
view that China has to disengage com-
pletely from all the friction points as a
major confidence building measure.

From Page 1
However, addressing a Press

conference in Patna Bihar DGP
Gupteshwar Pandey denied
such reports.

“Our team had a meeting
with Mumbai’s Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Crime) on Friday evening.
The DCP assured of coopera-
tion... Initially, there was some
confusion and non-coopera-
tion,” Pandey told reporters in
Patna.

Stating that the allegations
of Mumbai Police’s misbehavior
with the Bihar Police personnel
were “rumours”, Pandey said the
local police helped the visiting
team to reach its destinations in
the city for investigations.

Meanwhile, the Mumbai
Police is taking legal opinion if
they should assist Bihar Police
in carrying out a separate probe
in Sushant Singh Rajput death

case. The Mumbai police feel
Bihar Police has no jurisdiction
to probe the case as such they
will hand over any document to
them only if the court directed
so.

A four-member Bihar
Police team is in Mumbai since
Wednesday to probe the FIR
registered in Patna against
Chakraborty, 28, and six others
including her family members
based on the complaint filed by
Rajput’s father. Krishna Kumar
Singh (74) had lodged the com-
plaint for the alleged abetment
to suicide of his son on Tuesday.

As the chorus for a probe by
the CBI into the case grew
louder, a Bihar Minister said
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar
would definitely act if demand
for the premier investigating
agency to step in comes from
the family of Rajput.

Pandey said the State police
want the forensic science labo-
ratory reports, inquest report,

post-mortem report and rele-
vant CCTV footage in the case
to facilitate its probe.

On Saturday, the Bihar
Police team visited the Bandra
police station.

When asked whether
Chakraborty, who was Rajput’s
girlfriend, would be interrogat-
ed, an official of the Bihar
police said, “It is not required as
of now. But she is under our
watch.”

Another member of the
visiting team said they have sent
a notice to Chakraborty under
the relevant CrPC sections, ask-
ing her to cooperate with the
police in the probe.

He also said the Mumbai
police was cooperating with
them in the investigation of the
case.

Rajput, 34, was found hang-
ing in his suburban Bandra
apartment in Mumbai on June
14.

A Mumbai police official

said the visiting team has
recorded the statements of six
persons as part of the probe.

“Till now, the police team
from Bihar has met the late
actor’s friends, colleagues and
relatives. They have recorded
the statements of six persons -
- Rajput’s sister, who stays in
Versova, former girlfriend
Ankita Lokhande, a cook, his
friends and colleagues,” the offi-
cial said. The police team is also
likely to question the members
of Rajput’s staff, he said.

“They gathered information
about Rajput’s various bank
accounts and also visited the
banks to look into the financial
transactions,” he said.

As per the cause list
uploaded on the Supreme
Court’s website, the transfer
petition filed by Chakraborty
will come up for hearing before
a bench of Justice Hrishikesh
Roy on Wednesday.

The State Governments of

Bihar and Maharashtra have
already filed separate caveats in
the top court seeking to be
heard before any order is passed
on Chakraborty’s plea.

The father of the late actor
has also filed a caveat in the apex
court.

In her plea filed in the
apex court, Chakraborty has
alleged that Rajput’s father has
used his “influence” in dragging
her name into the case and
accusing her of the abetment of
suicide of his son.

In Patna, Sanjay Kumar
Jha, the Bihar Water Resources
Minister and a confidante of
Nitish Kumar, said the Chief
Minister and his Government
are committed to bringing jus-
tice to the actor’s family and
would take every step towards
that end.

“The Chief Minister will
definitely act if demand for a
CBI inquiry comes from the
family of Rajput,” Jha told PTI.

DGP Pandey said the
Mumbai Police is assisting the
visiting team amid reports there
was a tussle between the Bihar
Police and the local police.

He said the state police is
capable enough to investigate
the matter and has recorded
statements of a number of per-
sons.

Pandey said the Bihar Police
wants all medico-legal evidence
related to the case handed over
to it, asserting that it will bring
out the truth at the earliest.

The Bihar Police also wants
details of those who were exam-
ined by the Mumbai Police and
what they have said in their
statements, he added.

Replying to a question on
demands for a CBI probe, he
said, “Why would we ask for a
CBI probe. Bihar Police is capa-
ble enough to probe the case. If
needed, an IPS-rank officer
may be sent to Mumbai to lead
the investigation.”
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The Supreme Court has
asked Governments of

Delhi, Haryana, Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan about the arrange-
ments made by them for pre-
venting stubble burning which
is a source of pollution in the
region.

The apex court has also
asked the States concerned to
apprise it about the instances of
stubble burning in previous
year, its locations and also how
many farmers were responsible

so that “special arrangements”
could be made in advance for
those areas. 

“With respect to stubble
burning, we would like to hear,
by virtual hearing, chief secre-
taries of Govt of NCT of Delhi,
Haryana, Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan on the next date, as
to what arrangement they have
made for preventing stubble
burning as the time is fast
approaching when it is burnt,”
a bench headed by Justice Arun
Mishra said.

“Let it be disclosed, how

many instances were there in
the previous year and how
many farmers were responsible
and the locations identified
with respect to stubble burning,
be also indicated in the affidavit,
as this year special arrangement
is to be made in that area in
advance by making proper
planning,” the bench, also com-
prising Justices B R Gavai and
Krishna Murari, said. 

The apex court passed the
order while hearing the pollu-
tion matter in which it is deal-
ing with several aspects, includ-
ing that of stubble burning.
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The Assam Government will
set up a 40-member com-

mittee to initiate implementa-
tion of the Centre’s New
Education Policy (NEP) in the
State, a Minister said on
Saturday.

The panel, headed by the
education department’s prin-
cipal secretary, will be set up by
next week.

“The committee will sub-
mit its report by December 31
and by January we want to pre-
pare the blueprint for imple-
mentation in the state,”
Education Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma told a press con-
ference here.

The panel will be divided
into several sub-groups to
study and analyse the various
facets of the new policy, he said.

The implementation of
NEP will require certain struc-
tural reforms and the commi-
tee will work towards ensuring
a smooth transition, Sarma
said.

“The Assam Government
welcomes the new policy,
which is a historic step as it will
bring about integration of dif-

ferent streams, art, culture and
languages, particularly the
regional languages,” the minis-
ter said.

Sarma also said that some
of the reforms suggested in
NEP have already been initat-
ed in the state.

It is a very liberal policy
with education being imparted
in the mother tongue or
regional language till Class 5,
universalisation of education
till Class 12, students getting
the oppurtunity to pursue
inter-disciplinary subjects in
college, stress on vocational
studies, among others, he said.

The new policy was
approved by the Union Cabinet
on July 29. 
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The cases of Covid-19 infec-
tion in the Central para-

military forces have surged
past 13 battalions (13,000 per-
sonnel) with 6,074 active cases
and 6,888 recovered patients
besides 52 men succumbing to
the pandemic.

The Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) leads the pack
with 4,213 cases, of which 2,221
are active and 1,974 are recov-
eries, even as 18 of its men have
succumbed due to the viral dis-
ease.

The Border Security Force
(BSF) has recorded 4,030 cases
of Covid-19 infection of which
1,812 are active and 2,204
patients have been cured of the
infection. The paramilitary has
suffered 14 casualties due to the
infection, including eight per-
sons with co-morbidities and
one personnel testing positive
after death due to road accident.

The Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF) has
reported 1,997 cases of Covid

infection including 617 active
cases and 1,367 cured patients
besides 13 casualties.

The Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB) has reported 779 cases of
novel coronavirus infection of
which 424 are active and 351
have recovered besides four
deaths.  

The Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) has reported
1,478 cases of which 898 are
active and 577 have been cured
besides three casualties.

Likewise, the National
Security Guards (NSG) has
reported 93 cases of Covid-19
of which only four are active
and 89 have recovered without
a single casualty as per the lat-
est data.

The National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) has
recorded 427 cases Covid-19 of
which 98 are active and 329
have recovered as per data
available till Thursday.

As per the latest data for
these seven forces, as many as
13,014 positive cases have been
recorded of which 6,074 are and

6,888 patients have recovered
and 52 persons have died due
to the disease. As many as
3,267 new cases of infection

have been added to the tally
since July 23 besides 12 more
persons succumbed during the
period.

Over 3,000 positive cases
have been added to the tally of
infected persons in the para-
military ranks since July 23.
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Convinced with the Union
Health Ministry’s asser-

tion that coronavirus fatality
rate is declining and just less
than one per cent of the 6 lakh
infected patients in the coun-
try are on ventilators, the high-
level Group of Ministers
(GOM) on COVID-19 has
allowed export of indigenous-
ly-made ventilators.

“The decision was taken as
India continues to maintain a
progressively declining low
rate of fatality among COVID-
19 patients, which currently
stands at 2.15 per cent, “which
means fewer numbers of active
cases are on ventilators”, said
an official from the Ministry.

He pointed out that India
continues to maintain the
record of registering and
maintaining the lowest
COVID-19 mortality rate at
the global platform. The Case
Fatality Rate stands at 2.15%
today and it is lowest since the
first lockdown started. It has

been continuously reducing
from around 3.33% in mid-
June.

The Association of Indian
Medical Device Industry
(AIMED) too has been urging
the Government to allow
exports of ventilators over
concerns of a supply glut. It
said that there have been no
orders from the Government
for more than a month and
they have large inventories of
ventilators piling up. The
Government, fearing short-
age, had ordered a ban on
exports of ventilators on
March 18.

Presently, out of the total
Active Cases, only 0.28 per
cent patients are on ventilators,
1.61 per cent patients need
ICU support and 2.32 per
cent are on oxygen support.

The total number of recov-
ered cases in the country is
nearly 11 lakh. With 36,569
patients discharged in the last
24 hours, the total recoveries
have jumped to 10,94,374.
The recovery rate stands at
64.53 per cent amongst the
infected patients.

While the CFR has been
kept low, successful imple-
mentation of effective con-
tainment strategy, aggressive
testing and standardised clin-
ical management protocols
based on a comprehensive
standard of care approach
have resulted in a consistent
addition of more than 30,000
recoveries daily, he said.

Also, 3,231 dedicated
COVID Health Centres with
2,07,239 isolation beds, 18,613
ICU beds and 74,130 oxygen-
supported beds and 6,668 ven-
tilators have been made oper-
ational. Moreover, 10,755
COVID Care Centres with
10,02,681 beds are now avail-
able to combat COVID-19, he
added.
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Despite adequate personal
protective equipment

(PPE), frontline healthcare
workers face a three-fold
increased risk of a positive
SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19)
test, compared to the gener-
al population, researchers
have warned as they called for
additional safety measures to
protect the frontline war-
riors.

The researchers in their
study published in The
Lancet Public Health recom-
mended additional strategies
such as ensuring correct
application and removal of
PPE and avoiding reuse
which was associated with
increased risk.

Those with inadequate
PPE has a further increase in
risk, they said. The observa-
tion holds importance in the
context of India where many
health workers continue to
complain of shortage of PPEs
and its reuse . For instance, in
Pune, more than 150 nurses
at the premier Jehangir
Hospital went on strike com-
plainingof poor salary and
12-hour work shifts in PPE
kits leading to severe dehy-
dration. In Karnataka too,

ASHA workers under the All
India Trade Union held
protest early July seeking PPE
kits and timely release of
salary.

The international study
also found that healthcare
workers from Black, Asian
and minority ethnic (BAME)
backgrounds were more like-
ly to test positive.

Using the COVID
Symptom Tracker App,
researchers from King’s
College London and Harvard
looked at data from 2,035,395
individuals and 99,795 front-
line health-care workers in
the UK and US. The preva-
lence of SARS-CoV-2 was
2747 cases per 100,000 front-
line health-care workers
compared with 242 cases per
100,000 people in the gener-
al community.

A little over 20 percent of
front-line health-care work-
ers reported at least one
symptom associated with
SARS-CoV-2 infection com-
pared with 14.4 percent of the
general population; fatigue,
loss of smell or taste, and
hoarse voice were especially
frequent. BAME health-care
workers were at an especial-
ly high risk of SARS-CoV-2
infection, with at least a five-

fold increased risk of infec-
tion compared with the non-
Hispanic white general com-
munity.

Professor Sebastien
Ourselin, senior author from
King’s College London said:
“The findings of our study
have tremendous impact for
healthcare workers and hos-
pitals. The data is clear in
revealing that there is still an
elevated risk of SARS-CoV-2
infection despite availability
of PPE.

Joint first author Dr Mark
Graham from King’s College
London said: “The work is
important in the context of
the widely reported higher
death rates amongst health-
care workers from BAME
backgrounds. Hopefully a
better understanding of the
factors contributing to these
disparities will inform efforts
to better protect workers.”

“Additional protective
strategies are equally as
important, such as imple-
menting social distancing
among healthcare staf f.
Stricter protocols for social-
ising among healthcare staff
also need to be considered,”
said Dr Claire Steves, lead
clinical researcher from
King’s College London.
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Indian scientists have com-
pleted sequencing of 1000

SARS-CoV-2 genomes from
nasopharyngeal and oropha-
ryngeal swabs collected from
individuals testing positive for
Covid-19 by Real Time PCR
from ten states across the coun-
try.

Announcing the comple-
tion of pan-India 1000 genome
sequencing of SARS-CoV-2,
Union Health Minister Harsh
Vardhan said that the sequence
data will soon be released in the
Global Initiative on Sharing All
Influenza Data (GISAID) for
use by researchers across the
globe.

The Department of
Biotechnology had launched
the programme in May to be
conducted by autonomous
Institutes of DBT, collaborating
with national laboratories and
clinical organisations.

“The information in the
database will improve our
understanding on how the

virus is spreading, ultimately
helping to interrupt the trans-
mission chains, prevent new
cases of infection and provide
impetus to research on inter-
vention measures,” said
Vardhan.

The Minister said the data
analysis might bring out some
interesting conclusions to help
in the fight against Covid-19.

He also dedicated to the
nation the largest network of
five Covid-19 bio-repositories
established by the Department
of Biotechnology.

These are at Translational
Health Science and Technology
Institute (THSTI) Faridabad,
Institute of Life Science (ILS)
Bhubaneshwar, Institute of
Liver and Biliary Sciences
(ILBS) New Delhi, National
Centre for Cell Science (NCCS)

Pune and Institute for Stem
Cell Science and Regenerative
Medicine (InStem) Bangalore.
He complemented the efforts of
DBT in “the relentless war for
mitigation of this Pandemic”.

The Minister said, “The
information in the database
will improve our understand-
ing on how the virus is spread-
ing, ultimately helping to inter-
rupt the transmission chains,
prevent new cases of infection,
and provide impetus to
research on intervention mea-
sures.”

He also said that “sixteen
vaccine candidates are in dif-
ferent stages of development.
The BCG Vaccine is undergo-
ing phase 3 trial, Zydus Cadila
DNA Vaccine is in phase I / II
trial and 4 Vaccine candidates
are in advanced stages of pre-
clinical study”. Also, he said
“five good clinical laboratory
practice (GCLP) clinical trial
sites have been developed and
6 animal models for Vaccine
Development Studies are also
ready.”
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday asked

students to prepare innovative
models and forward them for
their use in a big way.

Following an interaction
with a student here through
video conference after she came
up with a model on embank-
ments during the Smart India
Hackathon (SIH), the Prime
Minister asked her to make her
presentation before the author-
ities concerned.

The student was M
Shwetha, a fourth year student
of M.Sc (Software Systems) of
Sri Krishna Arts and Science
College.

She had developed the
model of an embankment and
how the replica could help pre-
vent loss of life and property if
there were a breach.

An embankment is the soil
on the periphery of the natural
water bodies that protect people

from any water overflowing
into the adjacent areas. If there
is a breach in the embankment
it can cause loss to life and prop-
erty, Shwetrha said at the
hackathon.

This danger can be warded
off if it is known when the next
breach is going to occur, she said.

With the help of machine
learning, students can study the
breach pattern and predict it,
and support the government in
taking preventive measures.

Support of the local resi-
dents in taking photographs of
embankments and uploading
them on the portal along with
information of breaches can
help avert natural disasters in
time, the student said.

Greeting her with a
‘vanakkam’, Modi asked Shwetha
to prepare a training model on
embankment and take the idea
and the presentation to Central
Water Commission for imple-
mentation.

Another student from PSG

College of Technology M
Kundan explained about his
work on security and surveil-
lance and demonstrated a chat-
bot he had designed to take
complaints from the public to a
police station without going
there physically.

Presently, many people do
not report crimes due to stigma
and fear of going to police sta-
tions and it is here the applica-
tion could be useful, he said.

The Prime Minister sug-
gested Kundan to develop the
chatbot in all regional languages
as common people can use
technology.

Chairperson and managing
trustee of Sri Krishna
Institutions S Malarvizhi, its
CEO Dr K Sundararaman and
principal Dr J Janet were present
at the session. Sri Krishna
Institutions is the only nodal
centre in Tamil Nadu selected
for interaction with the Prime
Minister. 
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Four more States/Union
Territories, namely Jammu

& Kashmir, Manipur, Nagaland
and Uttarakhand, are going to
join the One Nation One
Ration Card scheme. Taking to
Twitter, BJP national president
JP Nadda congratulated Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Union Minister of Food &
Public Distribution Ram Vilas
Paswan for the move. Earlier,
the ministry of Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution has reviewed the
One Nation One Ration Card
plan.

“Congratulations to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi Ji and
Ram Vilas Paswan Ji as three
more States, Manipur,
Nagaland and Uttarakhand
and Union Territory Jammu
and Kashmir also joined the
‘One Nation One Ration Card’.
This ensures food security to 65
Crore people in 24 States with
the aim to cover the whole
nation by 31st March 2021,” he
tweeted.

“While taking note of the
requisite technical readiness of
four more States/UT of Jammu
& Kashmir, Manipur,
Nagaland and Uttarakhand,
the Department of Food &
Public Distribution has
enabled the integration of these
4 States/UT with existing 20
States/UTs for the National
Portability,” the ministry said.

As per the statement issued
by the ministry, with this,
about 65 crores (80%) of total
NFSA population is now

potentially enabled for receiv-
ing food grains anywhere in
these States/UTs through
national portability of ration
cards. Remaining States/UTs
are targeted to be integrated in
national portability by March
2021.

The One Nation One
Ration Card is an ambitious
plan and endeavour of DoFPD,
to ensure the delivery of food
security entitlements to all
beneficiaries covered under
the National Food Security
Act, 2013 (NFSA), irrespective
of their physical location any-
where in the country, by imple-
menting nation-wide porta-
bility of ration cards under the
ongoing central sector scheme
on ‘Integrated Management
of Public Distribution System
(IM-PDS)’ in association with
all States/UTs.

Through this system, the
migratory NFSA beneficiaries
who frequently change their
place of dwelling in search of
temporary employments, etc.
are now enabled with an
option to lift their entitled
quota of food grains from any
Fair Price Shop (FPS) of their
choice anywhere in the coun-
try by using their same/exist-
ing ration card with biomet-
ric/Aadhaar based authentica-
tion on an electronic Point of
Sale (ePoS) device installed at
the FPSs.

The 24 States/UTs which
are part of the scheme are
Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Dadra
& Nagar Haveli and Daman &
Diu, Goa, Gujarat, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu &
Kashmir, Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland,
Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Sikkim, Telangana, Tripura,
Uttar Pradesh and
Uttarakhand.
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Rajya Sabha MP Amar singh,
who passed away in a hos-

pital in Singapore on Saturday,
was a key figure during
Manmohan Singh’s 10-year
Government between 2004 and
2014. He played a key role in
bringing together the Congress
and the SP in 2008 after the
Communist Party of India with-
drew support following a nuclear
deal with the United States.

In 2011, Amar Singh was
sent to the Tihar Jail in Delhi
facing charges of corruption in
the infamous ‘cash for vote
case’. Amar Singh was accused
of bribing three MPs to vote for

the Manmohan Singh-led
UPA1 government during the
trust vote after the Left parties
withdrew support from the
UPA following the Indo-US
Civil Nuclear Deal.

Singh was elected to Rajya
Sabha for the first time in 1996.
In politics, Singh always pro-
fessed personal loyalty to
Mulayam Singh Yadav even
after he was expelled from the
party in 2010, when the SP
chief ’s  son Akhilesh Yadav
asserted control over the party.
There were allegations that
Amar Singh was trying to cre-
ate a rift within the party and
the Yadav family in particular,
while others alleged that he was

himself warming up to the
Bahujan Samaj Party.

The SP, then headed by
Mulayam, expelled Amar Singh,
his protege Jayaprada and four
MLAs from the party’s primary
membership on charges of
indulging in “anti-party activi-
ties”. The former SP leader,
however, had praised party chief
Mulayam Singh Yadav while he
was leaving, with a parting note:
“I am blessed by him... he has
given me liberation.”

Singh and the Bachchans
too were very close at one point.
However, in 2016, their rela-
tionship hit a rough patch after
Singh went public with his com-
plaints against Jaya Bachchan, a

SP leader. In 2017, Singh had
also claimed that Amitabh
Bachchan and Jaya Bachchan
were living separately, and also
hinted at a rift between Jaya
Bachchan and daughter-in-law
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan.

When Amitabh Bachchan’s
name cropped up in the
Panama leak,  Singh had said,
“There is stoic silence on part of
Bachchan on Panama case
which will make a nayak look
like khalnayak.” Singh went on
to add that as a fan, he wanted
his hero, Amitabh Bachchan, to
be clean.

In February this year, he
released a video expressing
“regret” over his behaviour

towards Amitabh Bachchan and
his family. 

The former Samajwadi
Party leader recorded and post-
ed the video on his Facebook
account after receiving
Bachchan’s message on the
death anniversary of his father.

He was first elected to Rajya
Sabha in 2016 but this was pos-
sible only after Samajwadi Party
founder Mulayam singh Yadav
backed his candidature. 

He floated his own political
outfit Rashtriya Lok Manch in
2011 and fielded candidates in
UP?assembly polls in 2012 with-
out any luck. In 2014, he joined
Jat leader Ajit Singh’s party, the
Rashtriya Lok Dal.

.���������������2&-�������������������
��������4�����@���� ��	��������������

��������
����
%
���� �
��
�
'�*�'�� &

,���� �'�+4�

�6�����67������8

*4������*�����������������
������
��	���������������������������


���'��
�)��%��$�&�	
)�'��
�����������9���

8���������



���
����1����������*������ *������+ ,-�,.,. �����;�,������� ������

� �������������	��
5�0  �#

Covid-19 claimed 99 lives in
the last 24 hours that ended

Saturday evening, according
to the medical bulletin issued
by the Government of Tamil
Nadu. This is the highest num-
ber of fatalities recorded in a
single day in the State due to
Covid-19.

The health department
diagnosed 5,879 new persons
with Covid-19 on Saturday
and this took the total number
of active cases in the State to
56,738. Till date Tamil Nadu
has tested 2.51 lakh persons
with Covid-19.

The State tested 58, 243
samples on Saturday through
121 laboratories as part of

aggressive testing. The day also
saw 7,010 persons getting
recovered from the disease and
leaving hospitals. With the
day’s discharges, the number of
persons cured and recovered
from the pandemic reached
1.91 lakhs.

Among the districts,
Chennai showed the country
that the number of covid
patients has come down to
1,074 but the situation in the
nearby districts continued to be
grim.  Chengalpet ( 314),
Kancheepuram (368),
Thiruvallur (305) showed some
kind of relief.
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Despite of the Supreme Court
order enjoining the employing of

children as labourers, the labour
department of Aligarh and the dis-
trict administration have failed to
take  effectual steps to impose a ban
on child labour in various lock and
hardware units of the district.

There are about 6,000 lock man-
ufacturing units functioning as semi
organised and tiny groups in the
industrial sector and Muslim popu-
lated areas here.

According to a survey conduct-
ed by a NGO Tb eradication com-
mittee( chah rog nivaran samiti) with
the help of nagar nigam, of one lakh
workers employed in these units,
nearly 30,000 are children.

The Uttar Pradesh Government,
after the Supreme Court directions,
against the use of child as labour,
enacted a law which provides for a
fine of Rs 20,000 and criminal pro-
ceeding in respect of each child
found engaged as a labourer. But due
to the negligience of district admin-

istration and the labour department,
thousands of children still sacrifice
their childhood working as labours
in the lock industry.

According to a detailed survey, it
has been found that the children are
made to do all sort of works in these
units whether it is plate cutting, body
drilling, manufacturing, casting, lock
fitting , designing or electroplating.

About 1000 children are
employed in plate cutting, 1500 in
body drilling, 1500 in manufacturing,
2000 in casting, 2500 in lock fitting
process, 1600 in washing of locks,
2,500 in key manufacturing, 1600 in
designing of locks, 5,000 in electro-
plating polish, 4500 in packing and
2500 in other related processes.

Undoubtedly, the health of such

children is pathetic and degrading as
they are engaged ind close rooms,
working without gloves and prone to
severe hazardous diseases.Dr.
Rubeena Rathi , president of the chah
rog nivaram samiti and a respirato-
ry diease specialist told pioneer that
“these children who are working in
such units are prone to many haz-
ardous and non hazardous diseases
as they are working in close rooms
with no ventilation and are engaged
in a hazardous process such as elec-
troplating and polishing. Most of the
children are suffering from Asthma,
tb and skin diseases”.

These children ( approximately
aged between 8 to 14) are totally
deprived of education. Even though
40 schools were setup for such chil-
dren with the help of UNICEF and
the ministry of labour, central gov-
ernment under the name of National
Child Labour Project(NCLP) but
these children do not get the bene-
fit as these schools are for children
other than child labour and also they
don't get time to go for any sort of
education.
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Tamil Nadu Government’s
decision to extend the

Covid-19 lockdown to August
31 and the indecisiveness on the
part of buyers from European
Union and United States have
made life difficult for the
knitwear industry in Tirupur.

The district is known by the
name knitwear capital of the
country as the industries here
employ 6,00,000 workers and
earn �200 billion per year by
way of exports.

But the Covid-19 pandem-
ic has struck a heavy blow on
the backbone of the industry,
according to Raja M
Shanmugham, president,
Tirupur Exporter’s Association
(TEA), the umbrella organisa-
tion of all the knitwear units in
the district.

The Covid-19 and the resul-
tant repercussions have result-
ed in  a 60.54 per cent fall in
earnings from export in the first
quarter of  current financial year

2020-2021. “Last year we had
earned �13,570 crore while the
figure for the same period this
year is �5,355 crore. This is a
negative growth,” said
Shanmugham.

Listing out the woes haunt-
ing the industry, Shanmugham
said that all units in Tirupur
were running partially with an
average capacity utilization of 40
per cent to 50 per cent. “There
has been no significant
improvement in garment pur-
chase in European Union and
US markets till now. Buyers
place order in slow pace man-
ner,” said the TEA chief.

He said unless the
Government of India, especial-
ly the finance ministry extends
the moratorium on term loan
instalments and working capi-
tal facilities by another seven
months (from September 1,
2020 to 31, March 2021) the
industry would face major cri-
sis and many units would be
forced to shut down.

“The re-classification of

Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) has
brought many new units under
the category of MSME and
Further to upward revision of
Medium enterprises definition,
where the investment in plant
and machinery or equipment
does not exceed �50 crore and
turn over does not exceed �250
crore, more number of knitwear
exporting units in Tirupur have
been fit into definition of
MSME. All these units should
be allowed to  make use of the
Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS),”
said the TEA president.

The TEA have been alerting
the Centre about the  indiffer-
ence and callousness of the
bureaucrats as well as Bankers
towards their minimum needs
which are a must to sustain the
industry. Shanmugham  has
been requesting the
Government of India to adopt
a wartime strategy to save the
industry rather than a Rule
Bound approach. 
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Kerala’s Higher Education Minister K
T Jaleel, who is also a former leader

of the banned outfit SIMI, is under the
scanner of  the Customs Department
and the National Investigation Agency
probing the gold smuggling through
diplomatic channel at
Thiruvananthapuram Airport.

According to the statements given
by Swapna Suresh and Sandeep Nair, the
kingpins behind the smuggling racket,
Jaleel has received gifts and presentations
from the UAE Government which are
in violation of Government of India
rules barring public servants and offi-
cials accepting gifts and presents from
diplomatic missions of other 
countries.

A team of Customs officials raided
the State-owned Kerala State Centre for
Advanced Printing and Training (C-
APT) under the department of higher
education at the capital city during the
night of Thursday and Friday and
found out that the centre had distributed

thousands of copies of Quran which
were received as gift from the UAE
Consulate in Thiruvananthapuram.

The raid was held following the dis-
closures made by Swapna and Sandeep
that they have received printed books in
Arabic addressed to the UAE Consulate
through diplomatic channel in
Thiruvananthapuram Airport.
According to information trickling out
of the Customs Office, the officials came
across bunches of Quran  stored in the
C-APT office.

A senior intelligence official said
that there was nothing illegal in distri-
bution of Quran or Bible to the gener-
al public, But it is not legal for a gov-
ernment office to distribute religious
books, he said.

“It is illegal on the part of the min-
ister to accept such gifts and undertake
the distribution through government
network. There are stringent laws in
place to check such activities,” Dr T P
Senkumar, former Chief of Kerala Police
who was also the director general of
intelligence told The Pioneer.
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Situation in Kerala continued to be
grave on Saturday as 1,129 new per-

sons were tested positive for Covid-19
and eight persons succumbed to the pan-
demic during the last 24 hours that ended
on Saturday evening. The total fatalities
have reached 81 in Kerala with Saturday's
eight deaths.

In a sign that not all is well in the
State, 880 out of the 1,129 new persons
tested positive for coronavirus were
contracted through local transmission,
according to a press release issued by the
Department of Health. The number of
new patients, the mode of getting con-
tracted with the disease and the intensi-
ty of transmission all prove that Covid-
19 has become serious in the State.

The capital city of
Thiruvananthapuram accounted for the
highest number of Covid-19 patients.
The district tested 259 new patients on
Saturday, out of which 241 got infected
through local transmission.

The situation was no different in
Kasaragod that tested 153 patients with
Covid-19. The number of patients get-
ting contracted with the pandemic
through local transmission in the district
showed 151. While 89 expatriates and
114 persons from other States who
returned to Kerala tested positive there
were 58 patients who could not furnish
the details of the source from where they
contracted the pandemic. The State also
saw 24 health workers and 11 Kerala State
Electricity Board employees too got
infected with coronavirus.

There are 10,862 persons undergo-
ing treatment in various hospitals in the
State. A total of 1,257 patients were hos-
pitalized on Saturday, all because of
Covid-19.

Kerala’s testing for Covid-19 con-
tinued to be small as the State could test
only 20,518 samples in the last 24 hours.
While the State Government offcials put
up a brave face claiming everything is
under control, a sense of helplessness and
uncertainty is prevailing in Kerala.
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An Indian Army jawan attained
martyrdom along the line of

control in the Balakote sector of
Poonch in the wee hours of Saturday.

According to official sources,
while resorting to 'unprovoked'  fir-
ing in the Balakote sector of Poonch
snipers of the Pakistan Army had
also targeted an Indian soldier
deployed at one of the forward
posts in the area.

While Indian troops responded
to the enemy fire, sepoy Rohin
Kumar received critical injuries and
later he succumbed.

Defence PRO in Jammu, Lt- Col
Devender Anand said,  “Pakistan
army resorted to unprovoked cease-
fire violation on the line of control
(LoC) in Balakote area”. Own troops
responded strongly to the enemy
fire. In the incident, Sep Rohin
Kumar was critically injured and
later succumbed to his injuries”.

Sep Rohin Kumar  hailed from

Hamirpur district of Himanchal
Pradesh.  

Following repeated incidents of
ceasefire violations in the frontier
districts  of Rajouri and Poonch,
Indian army is maintaining tight
vigil to prevent fresh infiltration bids
by the small groups of heavily
armed infiltrators.  

According to various intelli-
gence agencies, a large number of
trained terrorists have been camp-
ing across the line of control in dif-
ferent launching pads and civilian
areas waiting for their turn to sneak
inside the Indian territory to carry
out attacks on vital security instal-
lations. 

In the wake of the killing of a
large number of top terrorist com-
manders in sustained anti terrorist
operations, their handlers sitting
across the line of control are des-
perately trying to push small batch-
es of these infiltrators but have
failed to do so due to the presence
of a multi layered security grid.
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Despite observing strict lock-
down and adopting other

measures to contain the spread
of coronavirus the total number
of cases from Srinagar district
are increasing with alarming
rate. 

On the occasion of Eid-ul-
Adha, 305 fresh cases were
reported on Saturday taking the
total tally of positive cases to
5,091 in Srinagar district alone. 

So far 126 patients have
died in Srinagar due to Covid
19 while the district accounted
for 25 percent cases in the
Union Territory alone. 

On the other hand, 12
police officers, undergoing
training at the police academy
in Udhampur, tested positive on
Saturday while 654 patients
were discharged from different
hospitals and sent home. The
total number of positive cases
stood at 20972 while active pos-
itive cases were 7713 and total
recovered cases stood at 12871
in Jammu and Kashmir till late
Saturday evening.

According to the media
bulletin, “ a total number of 613
positive cases were detected in
Jammu & Kashmir on Saturday.
Out of this, 145 cases were
reported from Jammu division
and 468 from Kashmir division.
11 patients died due to covid 19
in Kashmir division taking the
total tally  to 388.

On its part the district
authorities in Srinagar had
implemented  strict lockdown
and also disallowed religious
gatherings, restricted move-
ment of people yet coronavirus
is spreading its tentacles in the
area. 

In order to handle the rush
of growing numbers of patients
the  UT administration had
issued fresh guidelines related
to management of asympto-
matic Covid-19 patients to ease
the burden on the health insti-
tutions.
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An agitation, organised
jointly by the Opposition

BJP, Rayat Kranti, RSP and the
Republican Party (Athawale
Group) demanding granting a
subsidy of �10 per litre for milk
and �50 per Kg subsidy for
milk powder, passed off peace-
fully in many parts of
Maharashtra on Saturday.

The agitators, who began
their stir by laying wreaths at
the statues of Lokmanya Tilak
and Sahitya Ratna Anna Bhau
Sathe, blocked the roads and
distributed milk to the passers-
by. They raised slogans against
the Shiv Sena-led MVA gov-
ernment in the state

Though the BJP claimed
that its agitation was a huge
success, the agitation was large-
ly confined to western
Maharashtra. The agitation did
not have any impact on the
milk supply to the
consumers across the state, as
there were no reports of any
milk shortage from any part of
the State.

Former chief minister and
current leader of the

Opposition Devendra Fadnavis
of the BJP warned the Shiv
Sena-led MVA government
that if it did not accept the milk
producers’ demands, his party
would intensity the agitation in
the coming days.

Fadnavis also slammed
Swambhimani Shetkari
Sanghatana (SSS) leader Raju
Shetti for his lack of concern for
the milk-producing farmers.
“He (Shetti) is more of a farm-
ers; leader who undertakes the
agitation for the state govern-
ment. All he is doing is to save
the state government. The hike
in milk prices is essential
because the income earned by
the farmers is not sufficient
enough to purchase fodder
cows and buffalows,” the senior
BJP leader said.           

While BJP state president
MLA Chandrakant Dada Patil
took part in the agitation in
Maval taluka in Pune district of
western Maharashtra, RSP
chief Mahadev Jankar and
Rayat Kranti chief Sadabhau
Khot participated in the agita-
tion by pouring milk on the
idol of the presiding deity in
Vithobha temple at

Pandharpur in Solapur dis-
trict, also in western
Maharashtra.

The BJP-led “Mahayuti”
(grand alliance) had earlier
organised a similar agitation on
July 20 to press milk producers’
various demands.

“The Dairy Development
Minister had also called a
meeting to discuss the
demands of milk producers.
However, as no decision was
taken in this regard by accept-
ing the demands of milk pro-
ducers in the state cabinet
meeting, we had no alternative
but to resort to a second round
of agitation,” Chandrakant
Dada Patil said.

Patil  said that the farmers’
crisis was getting severe day by
day. “The state government
has not extended any relief to
farmers to tide over the crisis.
Some of the problems that the
farmers are facing are denial of
loans by banks, double sowing
due to fake soybean seeds,
shortage of urea fertilizer and
black marketing of urea fertil-
izer, damage to crops of farm-
ers in Konkan region due to
recent cyclone and damage to

crops due to heavy rains in
many places”

Alluding to the difficulties
faced by the mill producers in
the state, Patil said: “Owing to
the fall in milk prices in these
series of crises, the plight of
milk producing farmers has
become pitiable. Under the
circumstances, we (Mahayuti)
have demanded a subsidy of Rs
10 per litre for milk and a sub-
sidy of Rs. 50 per kg for milk
powder. We have also demand-
ed that the hike in the elec-
tricity supplied to farmers be
withdrawn”.

It may be recalled that
more than a week ago, a con-
troversy had broken out
between the BJP and SSS leader
Raju Shetti over the latter’s
claim that the Centre was not
increasing the procurement
prices of milk product prices
because of its decision to
import milk powder.

On his part, BJP’s State
Kisan Morcha president and
former State Agriculture min-
ister Anil Bonde had denied
that the Government had not
imported 10,000 tonnes of
milk powder as was being

alleged by Shetti.
Reacting to the statements

by Shetti who had among other
things said that the milk busi-
ness in the state had been
affected “because of the policies
of the central government”,
Bonde had said that Shetti was
was spreading  “false informa-
tion” that the central govern-
ment has imported milk pow-
der to cover up the failure of the
Maha Vikas Aghaadi govern-
ment to give fair procurement
prices to milk producers.  

Bonde had said that it was
mandatory under the GATT
agreement to import 10,000
metric tonnes of milk powder
as per the GATT agreement, no
importer has been issued with
expression of interest and no
import license has been issued
to anyone.

“Therefore, the claim that
milk powder was imported is
completely baseless and false.
Similarly, no demand has been
made by the importer for
import of mustard, cotton seed
and sunflower oil and no
license has been issued for
their import to anyone,” Bonde
had said.
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Amaravati: Senior BJP leader and for-
mer  Minister P Manikyala Rao died
of coronavirus in a private hospital in
Vijayawada on Saturday, party sources
said.

He was 59 and is survived by his
wife and a daughter.

Rao, who was elected to Andhra
Pradesh Assembly from
Tadepalligudem in 2014, served as
Endowments Minister in
Chandrababu Naidu Cabinet till 2018
and resigned when the two allies
snapped ties.

He contested the 2019 election
from Narsapuram Lok Sabha con-
stituency but lost.

Rao recently posted a video byte
on social media saying he contracted
Covid-19, but there was nothing to
worry as he was taking good care.

He was on ventilator support as he
suffered a lung infection, BJP sources
said. On July 25, the former minister
posted a tweet scoffing at rumours
about his health.

“There is nothing to worry about.
Nobody needs to be disheartened and
I am healthy. With Gods blessings and
your affection, I will come out hale
and hearty,” he wrote.

However, he lost the nearly three-

week battle with coronavirus on
Saturday. Rao started off as an RSS
karyakarta and later became a mem-
ber of the BJP.

He served the party in various
capacities like president of West
Godavari district unit and as state gen-
eral secretary.

He earned a livelihood as a pho-
tographer in Tadepalligudem town.

“In the 20 years I worked with him
in the party, Manikyala Rao was a dis-
ciplined and committed worker.His
sudden death came as a shock.

His death is a loss to the party in
the state,” BJP state vice-president
Vishnuvardhan Reddy said in a state-
ment.

Chief Minister Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy expressed grief over Manikyala 

Rao's demise and extended sym-
pathies to the bereaved family.

He directed that the last rites
of the departed leader be conducted
with full state honours and asked the
West Godavari District Collector
Revu Mutyala Raju to make the nec-
essary arrangements.

Telugu Desam president N
Chandrababu Naidu also condoled the
death of his former Cabinet col-
league. PTI
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Maharashtra notched an all-time
dubious record in terms of Covid

19-triggered daily fatalities on Saturday,
as an astounding 322 people succumbed
to the pandemic on a single day taking
the total death tally in the state to
15,316, while 9,601 people tested positive
in various parts of the state.

Surpassing the earlier highest-ever
298 deaths witnessed on July 29, the
Covid-19 claimed 322 lives, contributing
to the increase in the total death tally in
the state from 14,994 on Friday to 15,316
on Saturday.

With fresh 9601 infections, the total
number of positive cases in the state
mounted to 431,719.

Of the total 322 deaths reported on
Saturday, Pune accounted for 76 deaths,
while Mumbai and Thane recorded 45
and 41 deaths. Like in the recent days,
more deaths were reported from outside
the country’s commercial capital.  

The deaths in Mumbai fell below 50-
mark for the second time in a week. With
45 new deaths, the pandemic toll in the
city rose from 6,353 to 6,398, while the
number of infected cases grew by 1,047
to touch 115,331.

Apart from 76 deaths in Pune, 45
deaths in Mumbai and 41 deaths in thane,
there were 28 deaths in Raigad, 20 in
Jalgaon, 17 in Aurangabad, 14 in Palghar,

13 in Nashik, 8 each in Kolhapur and
Sangli, 7 in Solapur, 6 each in
Ahmednagar, Satara, Latur and
Osmanabad, 3 in Amravati, 2 each in
Dhule, Ratnagiri, Beed, Nanded,
Buldhana and Nagpur and one each in
Nandurbar, Jalna, Hingoli, Akola,
Washim. In addition, one person from
another state died in Maharashtra.

In a related development, as many as
10,725 patients were discharged from
hospitals in the state after full recovery,
taking the total number of   patients dis-
charged from various hospitals after full
recovery since the second week of March
this year to 2,66,883. 

The recovery rate rose to 61.82 per
cent. The mortality rate in the state is 3.55
per cent. The state health authorities
pegged the number of “active cases” in
the state at 1,49,214.  

With 84564 infected cases and 2,626
deaths, Thane continued to be the sec-
ond worst hit district in Maharashtra.

Pune, which has emerged as the third
worst affected district in terms of spread
of the pandemic, has recorded 91930
infections and 2175 deaths till now.

Out of 21,94,943 samples sent to lab-
oratories, 4,31,719 have tested positive
(19.66 per cent) for Covid-19 until
Saturday.

Currently, 9,08099 people are in
home quarantine while 38,947 people are
in institutional quarantine.
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Berlin: China has condemned
Germany's decision to sus-
pend its extradition agreement
with Hong Kong, accusing
Berlin of a “serious breach of
international law.” 

Germany's foreign minis-
ter announced the suspension
Friday following the disquali-
fication of 12 pro-democracy
candidates from legislative elec-
tions and a subsequent decision
to postpone the elections. 

Hong Kong leader Carrie
Lam cited a worsening coron-
avirus outbreak in the semi-
autonomous Chinese territory
in postponing the vote.

The Chinese Embassy in
Berlin expressed “strong indig-
nation and firm opposition to
the wrong remarks of German
Foreign Minister Heiko Maas”
in a statement posted on its
website and dated Friday.

Australia, Canada, New
Zealand, the United Kingdom
and the United States also have
suspended their extradition
treaties with Hong Kong last
month after the central gov-
ernment in Beijing imposed a
new national security law on
the city. The move raised fears

that Hong Kong's freedoms
and local autonomy are being
taken away.

Germany's Maas described
the election decisions as “a
further infringement of the
rights of Hong Kong's citi-
zens.” 

The Chinese Embassy said
the actions were justified and
consistent with the “one coun-
try, two systems” framework
under which Hong Kong, a for-
mer British colony, was handed
over to Chinese control in 1997.

“The German side's erro-
neous remarks on Hong Kong
and the suspension of the
extradition treaty with Hong
Kong are a serious breach of
international law and basic
norms governing internation-
al relations and gross violation
of China's internal affairs,” the
embassy statement said. 

“We firmly oppose them
and reserve the right to react
further.” Germany currently
holds the European Union's
rotating presidency. AP
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Trump said he will take action
as soon as Saturday to ban
TikTok, a popular Chinese-
owned video app that has been
a source of national security and
censorship concerns.

Trump's comments came
after published reports that the
administration is planning to
order China's ByteDance to sell
TikTok. There were also reports
Friday that software giant
Microsoft is in talks to buy the
app.

"As far as TikTok is con-
cerned, we're banning them
from the United States," Trump
told reporters Friday on Air
Force One as he returned from
Florida.

Trump said he could use
emergency economic powers or
an executive order to enforce the
action, insisting, "I have that
authority." He added, "It's going
to be signed tomorrow."

Reports by Bloomberg
News and the Wall Street
Journal citing anonymous
sources said the administration
could soon announce a decision
ordering ByteDance to divest its
ownership in TikTok.

There have been reports of
U.S. tech giants and financial

firms being interested in buying
or investing in TikTok as the
Trump administration sets its
sights on the app. The New York
Times and Fox Business, citing
an unidentified source, report-
ed Friday that Microsoft is  in
talks to buy TikTok. Microsoft
declined to comment. TikTok
issued a statement Friday saying
that, "While we do not com-
ment on rumors or speculation,
we are confident in the long-
term success of TikTok."

ByteDance launched
TikTok in 2017, then bought
Musical.ly, a video service pop-
ular with teens in the U.S. and
Europe, and combined the two.
A twin service, Douyin, is avail-
able for Chinese users. 

TikTok's fun, goofy videos
and ease of use has made it
immensely popular, and U.S.
tech giants like Facebook and
Snapchat see it as a competitive
threat. It has said it has tens of
millions of U.S. users and hun-
dreds of millions globally. AP

Washington: Should former
Vice President Joe Biden win
the White House in November,
America will likely be in for a
foreign policy about-face as
Biden reverses, dismantles or
severely curtails many of
President Donald Trump's most
significant and boldest actions.

From the Middle East to
Asia, Latin America to Africa
and, particularly, Europe, and on
issues including trade, terrorism,
arms control and immigration,
the presumptive Democratic
nominee and his advisers have
vowed to unleash a tsunami of
change in how the US handles
itself in the international arena.

With few exceptions,
Americans could expect Biden
to re-engage with traditional
allies. Where the iconoclastic
Trump has used blunt threats
and insults to press his case,
Biden, a former senator, would
be more inclined to seek com-
mon ground.

Historically, US foreign pol-
icy hasn't changed drastically as
the presidency shifted between
Democratic and Republican

administrations. Allies and
adversaries stayed the same and
a non-partisan diplomatic corps
pursued American interests.

That changed with Trump.
Under his “America First” pol-
icy, he viewed both allies and
the foreign policy establish-
ment with suspicion, while
speaking warmly of adversaries
like North Korea's Kim Jong Un
and Russia's Vladimir Putin.

But Trump found it hard to
make swift changes. Academics
often say that American foreign
policy is like an aircraft carri-
er: easy to order a wholesale
change of direction from the
bridge but far more difficult and
time-consuming to alter course.

Trump saw that when he
was unable to extricate the US
from the Iran nuclear deal for
more than a year. 

His well-publicized with-
drawals from the Paris Climate
Accord and the WHO won't
actually become final until
after the Nov. 3 election, if ever.
His decision to redeploy thou-
sands of troops from Germany
could take years.  AP
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As Joe Biden nears the
announcement of his vice

presidential choice, the top
contenders and their advo-
cates are making final appeals.

The campaign hasn't
finalised a date for naming a
running mate, but three people
who spoke on condition of
anonymity to discuss the plans
said a public announcement
likely wouldn't happen before
the week of Aug 10. 

That's one week before
Democrats will hold their con-
vention to officially nominate
Biden as their presidential
nominee.

Biden said in May that he
hoped to name his pick around
Aug 1 and told reporters this
week that he would “have a
choice in the first week of
August.” He notably stopped
short of saying when he would
announce that choice.

Running mates are often
announced on the eve of a con-
vention. As he prepares to
make his choice, a committee
established to vet possible run-
ning mates has provided Biden
with briefing materials. 

G���$��������
�
8�������������
���
	����������

+�� �	
��
	��6��	���
��	���	+�+��	�	&�

Abu Dhabi: The oil-rich United
Arab Emirates on Saturday
announced the startup of its
Barakah nuclear power plant, a
first for the Arab world.

"UAE first nuclear reactor
at the Barakah Nuclear Energy
Plant has achieved first criti-
cality and successfully started
up," tweeted Hamad Alkaabi,
the country's representative to
the International Atomic
Energy Agency.

"This is a historic milestone
for the nation with a vision set
to deliver a new form of clean
energy for the nation," he tweet-
ed in English, along with a pho-
tograph of technicians raising
their arms in celebration.

The UAE premier and ruler
of Dubai, Sheikh Mohammed
bin Rashid Al-Maktoum, tweet-
ed that work at Barakah had
"succeeded in loading nuclear
fuel packages, carrying out
comprehensive tests and suc-

cessfully completing the oper-
ation".

"Congratulations on realis-
ing this historic achievement in
the energy sector & marking
this milestone in the roadmap
for sustainable development,"
Sheikh Mohammed said.

The UAE started loading
fuel rods into the reactor at
Barakah in February, after reg-
ulators gave the green light for
the first of the plant's four
reactors, opening the way for
commercial operations.

The plant on the Gulf coast
west of Abu Dhabi had been
due to go online in late 2017 but
faced a number of delays that
officials attributed to safety
and regulatory requirements.

The Nawah Energy
Company said at the time that
Unit 1 will begin commercial
operations after a "series of
tests" leading to the start-up
process. AGENCY
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Berlin: Thousands protested
Germany's coronavirus restric-
tions on Saturday in a Berlin
demonstration that insisted “the
end of the pandemic” has
arrived — a declaration that
comes just as authorities are
voicing increasing concerns
about an uptick in new infec-
tions.

With few masks in sight, a
dense crowd marched through
downtown Berlin from the
Brandenburg Gate ahead of a
rally on a wide boulevard that
runs through the city's
Tiergarten park.

Protesters who came from
across the country held up

homemade signs with slogans
like “Corona, false alarm,” “We
are being forced to wear a muz-
zle,” “Natural defence instead of
vaccination" and “We are the
second wave.” 

They chanted, “We're here
and we're loud, because we are
being robbed of our freedom!” 

Police used bullhorns to
chide participants to adhere to
social distancing rules and to
wear masks, apparently with lit-
tle success. They tweeted that
they were preparing a criminal
complaint against the rally's
organisers for failing to enforce
hygiene rules.

Police estimated that about

17,000 people turned out. The
demonstrators were kept apart
from counterprotesters, some
chanting “Nazis out!” Protests
against anti-virus restrictions in
Germany have long drawn a
variety of attendees, including
conspiracy theorists and right-
wing populists.

Unlike the US, Brazil and
Britain, Germany's government
has been praised worldwide for
its management of the pan-
demic. The country's death toll
— just over 9,150 people out of
more than 210,670 confirmed
virus cases as of Saturday - is five
times less than Britain's, which
has a smaller population. AP
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Sri Lanka's August 5 gen-
eral election will be held at

a cost of 10 billion rupees,
becoming the costliest poll in
the country's history, accord-
ing to a media report.

Over 16 million voters
are registered for next week's
election to form the 225-
member Parliament for a 5-
year term. The election com-
mission has been struggling
to make arrangements for a
free and fair poll due to the
health risks caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Speaking to Daily Mirror
Lanka, Election Chief
Mahinda Deshapriya said
the entire poll process will
cost at least 10 billion rupees,
an inflated budget compared
to other years mostly due to
several health precautions
and deployment of addi-
tional staff.

Washington: Dr Anthony Fauci
has said that he remains confi-
dent that a coronavirus vaccine
will be ready by early next year,
telling lawmakers that a quar-
ter-million Americans already
have volunteered to take part in
clinical trials.

But if the future looks
encouraging, public health
alarms are still going off in the
present. 

Officials testifying with
Fauci at a contentious House
hearing on Friday acknowl-
edged that the US remains
unable to deliver all COVID-19
test results within two or three
days, and they jointly pleaded
with Americans to comply with
basic precautions such as wear-
ing masks, avoiding crowds,
and washing their hands fre-

quently.
Those simple steps can

deliver “the same bang for the
buck as if we just shut the entire
economy down,” said a frus-
trated Dr Robert Redfield,
director of the Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention, adding that he has
studies to back that up.

Looking ahead, Fauci said
he's "cautiously optimistic that
we will have a vaccine by the
end of this year and as we go
into 2021. I don't think it's
dreaming ... I believe it's a real-
ity (and) will be shown to be
reality.” As the government's top
infectious disease expert, Fauci
heads the National Institute of
Allergy and Infectious Diseases.

Under White House orders,
federal health agencies and the

Defense Department are car-
rying out a plan dubbed
Operation Warp Speed to deliv-
er 300 million vaccine doses on
a compressed timeline. That
will happen only after the Food
and Drug Administration
determines that one or more
vaccines are safe and effective.
Several candidates are being
tested.

Don't look for a mass
nationwide vaccination right
away, Fauci told lawmakers.
There will be a priority list
based on recommendations
from scientific advisers.
Topping the list could be criti-
cal workers, such as as medical
personnel, or vulnerable groups
of people such as older adults
with other underlying health
problems. AP
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Beijing: Chinese President Xi
Jinping on Saturday said he
wants to push for a continued
advancement of ties with Nepal
amidst Beijing's sustained for-
ays to shore up pro-China
Prime Minister K P Sharma
Oli's grip on power in the back-
drop of intra-party feud in the
ruling communist party.

In an exchange of congrat-
ulatory messages with his
Nepalese counterpart Bidhya
Devi Bhandari on the 65th
anniversary of the establishment
of diplomatic relations, Xi
asserted that he was ready to
work to bring greater benefits to
the two peoples of the two
neighbouring countries.

The Chinese President said
that he attaches great impor-
tance to the development of
China-Nepal relations and is
willing to work with his Nepali
counterpart Bhandari to push
for the continued advancement
of the bilateral relationship.

Xi, also General Secretary of
the ruling Communist Party of
China, said that since the estab-
lishment of the diplomatic ties,
the two countries have always

respected each other, treated
each other as equals, enhanced
political mutual trust and deep-
ened mutually beneficial coop-
eration.

Noting that he and
Bhandari exchanged visits last
year and elevated the bilateral
ties to a strategic partnership of
cooperation featuring ever-last-
ing friendship for development
and prosperity, Xi said the two
sides have stood together
through thick and thin in the
fight against the COVID-19
and have written a new chapter
of friendship between China
and Nepal, state-run Xinhua
news agency reported.

Chinese Premier Li
Keqiang and his Nepalese coun-
terpart Oli too exchanged greet-
ings. "Highlighting the deep-
rooted cordial friendship since
ages, the Prime Minister (Oli)
underlined that Nepal has con-
sistently maintained the ‘One
China Policy' and China has
always respected Nepal's sov-
ereignty, territorial integrity
and political independence,”
Nepal's Foreign Ministry said in
a statement. PTI
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Tehran: Iran on Saturday said
it detained a leader of a little-
known California-based oppo-
sition group for allegedly plan-
ning a 2008 attack on a mosque
that killed 14 people and
wounded over 200 others.

Iran's Intelligence Ministry
also alleged Jamshid Sharmahd
of the Kingdom Assembly of
Iran planned other attacks
around the Islamic Republic
amid heightened tensions
between Tehran and the US
over its collapsing 2015 nuclear
deal with world powers.

It remains unclear how
Sharmahd, whom Iran accused
of running the opposition
group's Tondar militant wing,
ended up detained by intelli-
gence officials. Requests for
comment sent by email to the
Glendora-based Kingdom
Assembly of Iran were not
immediately answered and a
telephone number for the
group no longer worked.

Iranian state television
broadcast a report on
Sharmahd's arrest, linking him
to the 2008 bombing of the
Hosseynieh Seyed al-Shohada
Mosque in Shiraz. AP
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Clayton (US): After a third
review failed to uncover enough
evidence to charge the officer
who fatally shot Black 18-year-
old Michael Brown in Ferguson,
Missouri, some prosecutors and
civil rights leaders agree it's time
to focus on changing the laws
that shield police.

In an interview Friday with
The Associated Press, St. Louis
County Prosecuting Attorney
Wesley Bell said legislators need
to take a hard look at laws that
offer protection against prose-
cution for police officers that
regular citizens aren't afforded,
pushing a message that has
gained strong momentum in
the two months since George
Floyd's death by Minneapolis
police launched a national reck-
oning over racial injustice and
police brutality.

“We see those types of laws
throughout the country, and it
is something that handcuffs
prosecutors in numerous ways
when you are going about pros-
ecuting officers who have com-
mitted unlawful use of force or
police shootings,” Bell said.

Bell, St. Louis County's first
Black prosecuting attorney, was
elected in 2018 as a reformist,
and he has implemented sweep-
ing changes that have reduced
the jail population, ended pros-
ecution of low-level marijuana
crimes and sought to help
offenders rehabilitate them-
selves.

He also established an inde-
pendent unit to investigate offi-
cer-involved shootings, a divi-
sion that spent five months
looking at the 2014 death of
Brown, who was shot by white

Officer Darren Wilson in
Ferguson. The shooting spurred
months of unrest and helped
solidify the burgeoning Black
Lives Matter movement.

In the end, the progressive
prosecutor came to the same
result as his old-school, tough-
on-crime predecessor, Bob
McCulloch, as well as the U.S.
Justice Department: Wilson
didn't commit murder or
manslaughter “beyond a rea-
sonable doubt” under Missouri
law.

Bell stressed that the inves-
tigation didn't exonerate
Wilson, who who resigned in
November 2014. Wilson and
Brown became involved in a
heated confrontation on Aug. 9,
2014. Wilson said that Brown
came at him menacingly and
that he killed him in self-

defense.
“The question of whether

we can prove a case at trial is dif-
ferent than clearing him of any
and all wrongdoing,” Bell said.
“There are so many points at
which Darren Wilson could
have handled the situation dif-
ferently, and if he had, Michael
Brown might still be alive.”
Civil rights leaders said the
case shows that state laws need
to be changed.

“I can't be disappointed
any longer in a system that has
always performed with cal-
lousness against Black people
and Black bodies, no matter
who's in charge,” said Brittany
Packnett Cunningham, a
Ferguson protester and educa-
tor who is now a national voice
in the Black Lives Matter move-
ment. AP
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New Delhi: As part of its ini-
tiative to bring down import
content in the sensitive power
sector, particularly from coun-
tries such as China, the power
ministry has issued a new pub-
lic procurement order that bars
participation of non-local sup-
pliers in the case of 110 goods
and services required by the
thermal power sector.

These goods which include
power equipment such as trans-
formers, switch gears, cables
and insulators, will henceforth
be supplied only by Class-1 cat-

egory companies where local
content is 50 per cent or more
and sufficient capacities are
existing in the country.

The procurement by
Government entities or projects
funded by the Power Finance
Corporation and REC Ltd of
such goods and serviced will
only be through this category of
suppliers while all others will be
barred to participate in bids.

The power ministry has
also listed another 69 items in
its public procurement order.
This group included goods

and services that are being
manufactured under license
from foreign manufacturers
holding intellectual property
rights . These can be sourced
from class-II suppliers that
have localisation level between
20 per cent and 50 per cent.

Overseas suppliers with no
manufacturing base in the
country will only be allowed to
participate in global tenders
floated by state and central
Government companies or
State funded projects for orders
above �200 crore. IANS

New Delhi:The Covid-induced
shrinking of economic activi-
ty for the past few months con-
tinued to have its impact on
government’s tax collections
with revenue under the Goods
and Services Tax (GST) falling
far below the psychological
level of �1lakh crore to � 87,422
crore in July.

The July collections, which
is 84 per cent of last year’s num-
bers, is however, a recovery
from the months of April and
May when Covid-19 induced
lockdowns and severe disrup-
tions in economic activities
resulting in GST collections
nosediving to all time low lev-
els.

The GST collections for the
month of April was �32,294
crore which was mere 28 per
cent of the revenue collected
during the same month last
year and the GST collections
for the month of May was
�62,009 crore which was 62 per
cent of the revenue collected
during the same month last
year.

Only in June GST collec-
tions recovered to touch
�90,917 crore.

“The revenues for the last
month (June) were higher than
the current month. However, it
is important to note that dur-
ing the previous month, a large
number of taxpayers also paid
taxes pertaining to February,
March and April 2020 on
account of the relief provided
due to Covid-19. It may also be
noted that the taxpayers with
turnover less than �5 crore con-
tinue to enjoy relaxation in fil-
ing of returns till September
2020,” the finance ministry
said in a statement.

Out of the total GST col-
lection of �87,422 crore for July,
CGST was �16,147 crore, SGST
was �21,418 crore, the official
statement said.

IGST collections stood at
�42,592 crore (including �
20,324 crore collected on
import of goods) and Cess
collected was �7,265 crore
(including �807crore collected
on import of goods).

The government has set-
tled �23,320 crore to CGST and
�18,838 crore to SGST from
IGST as regular settlement.

The total revenue earned
by central government and the
state governments after regular
settlement in the month of July,
2020 is �39,467 crore for CGST
and �40,256 crore for the 
SGST.

During July, the revenues
from import of goods were 84
per cent and the revenues from
domestic transaction (includ-
ing import of services) were 96
per cent of the revenues from
these sources during the same
month last year. IANS
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The Government proposes a
double layered taxation

structure on imports of solar
cells and modules in a bid to
check proliferation of Chinese
equipment in the critical power
sector.

Two sources in the gov-
ernment said that in addition
to the 15 per cent safeguard
duty on solar equipment, a 10
per cent basic customs duty
may be levied on solar modules
while a 5 per cent duty may be
considered for solar cells.

This is lower than the
Power Ministry’s earlier pro-
posal to levy 20-25 per cent
duty on solar equipment
imports, but with continuation
of the safeguard duty for one
more year, the proposal on
basic customs duty has been

lowered.
The Power Ministry has

revised its proposal on basic
customs duty on solar equip-
ment as the Director General of
Trade Remedies (DGTR) has
extended the levy of safeguard
duty at 14.9 per cent on solar
cells and modules imported
from the China, Thailand and
Vietnam for another year till
July 29, 2021. This duty will
come down to 14.5 per cent
from January 30, 2021.

The Power Ministry has
earlier proposed basic customs
duty of 20-25 per cent on solar
module imports for the current
year that will go up to 40 per
cent level in the next year. Also,
the duty on solar cells was pro-
posed at a lower 15-20 per cent
level for the first year and a
higher 30-40 per cent level in
the next year.
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The country’s largest car
maker Maruti Suzuki India

on Saturday reported a 1.3 per
cent increase in domestic pas-
senger vehicle sales in July
while that of the second biggest
maker Hyundai Motor India
fell by just 2 per cent, signalling
recovery in the sector hit hard
by Covid-19. Other manufac-
turers, Mahindra & Mahindra
(M&M) and Toyota Kirloskar
Motor (TKM) reported huge
declines in their domestic sales
during the month.

Maruti Suzuki India said its
domestic sales in July stood at
1,01,307 units as against
1,00,006 units in July 2019
with sales of mini cars com-
prising Alto and S-Presso
jumping 49.1 per cent to 17,258
units compared to 11,577 units
in the same month last year.

The company further said
its sales of compact cars,
including models such 
as Swift, Celerio, Ignis, Baleno
and Dzire, however, declined
by 10.4 per cent to 51,529

units as against 57,512 cars in
July last year.

On the other hand, sales of
utility vehicles, including Vitara
Brezza, S-Cross and Ertiga,
increased 26.3 per cent to
19,177 units as compared to
15,178 in the year-ago month.

MSI’s total sales were down
1.1 per cent at 1,08,064 
units in July as compared to
1,09,264 units in the same
month last year.

Rival Hyundai Motor India
Ltd (HMIL) saw its domestic
sales at 38,200 units last month
as against 39,010 units in July
2019, down by 2 per cent. Its
total sales were down 28 per
cent at 41,300 units as against
57,310 units in the same month
last year.

Commenting on the sales
performance, HMIL Director
(Sales, Marketing & Service)
Tarun Garg said the company
has been able to contribute
towards triggering the country’s
economic revival. 

“With the changing trend
of preference for personal
mobility, our consistent efforts

are towards fulfilling the cus-
tomer needs and meeting the
market demand,” he said.

M&M reported a 35 per
cent decline in domestic sales
at 24,211 units last month
compared to 37,474 units in
July 2019. Its total sales were
down 36 per cent at 25,678
units as against 40,142 units in
the same month last year.

“At Mahindra, we are
happy to see a growing trend in
our overall vehicle sales,
buoyed by the continuing
revival in demand, primarily in
rural and semi urban India,”
M&M Ltd Chief Executive
Officer, Automotive Division
Veejay Ram Nakra said.

It is encouraging to see that
the enquiry and booking levels
in July are significantly higher
compared to June, both for util-
ity vehicles and small com-
mercial vehicles, he added.

“As we ramp up produc-
tion, the biggest challenge is on
the supply side and working
around these challenges is our
top priority,” Nakra said. 

Toyota Kirloskar Motor

(TKM) reported a 48.32 per
cent decline in domestic vehi-
cle sales to 5,386 units in July
compared to 10,423 units in the
same month last year.

“Despite various chal-
lenges, the month of July wit-
nessed better sales in terms of
both retail and wholesales
when compared to June,” TKM
Senior Vice-President, Sales
and Service, Naveen Soni said.

In two-wheeler 
segment, Hero MotoCorp
reported a 3.97 per cent dip in
sales to 5,14,509 units as com-
pared to 5,35,810 units sold in
July 2019.

Despite the prevailing eco-
nomic slowdown on account of
the COVID-19 pandemic, the
company registered a sequen-
tial growth of 14 per cent over
June and reached more than 95
per cent of wholesale dispatch
numbers of the corresponding
month in the previous year, the
two-wheeler major said.

“The robust volumes have
been driven by strong retail
sales due to the positive mar-
ket demand,” it added.

Suzuki Motorcycle India
Pvt Ltd (SMIPL), however,
said its domestic sales were at
31,421 units last month, as
against 62,366 units in July
2019, down 50 per cent.

“With the unlock phase,
the automobile industry is now
marching towards normalcy in

terms of production, distribu-
tion and sales while continuing
to adhere to all the precau-
tionary measures. From August
2020, we will try our best to
achieve pre-COVID-19 pro-
duction and sales volume,”
SMIPL Managing Director
Koichiro Hirao said. 
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TVS Motor Company on
Saturday reported a 10 per

cent decline in total sales at
2,52,744 units in July 2020.

The company had sold
2,79,465 units in the corre-
sponding month last year, 
TVS Motor Company said in a
statement.

Total two-wheeler sales
were at 2,43,788 units last
month, as compared to
2,65,679 units in July 2019,
down 8 per cent, while domes-
tic two-wheeler sales were at
1,89,647 units in the period
under review, as against

2,08,489 units in the year-ago
month, down 9 per cent.

Motorcycle sales were at
1,06,062 units last month, as
against 1,08,210 units in July
2019, while scooter sales were
at 78,603 units, as against
1,05,199 units in July 2019, the
company said.

Three-wheeler sales were at
8,956 units in July, as against
13,786 units in the year-ago
period, it added. 

Total exports last month
stood at 62,389 units, as against
69,994 units in July 2019, while
two-wheeler exports were at
54,141 units, as against 57,190
units a year ago. 
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New Delhi:Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Saturday said the Attorney
General’s view on GST com-
pensation was sought after
consultation with the states
and a meeting of the GST
Council would be held to dis-
cuss the legal opinion.

The finance minister was
responding to a question on
apprehensions raised by certain
states about the reported AG
opinion on GST compensation.

“This matter was dis-
cussed in the GST Council
meeting when it met last time.
Members expressed their views
on the matter and it was decid-
ed that legal opinion should be
taken from AG,” Sitharaman
told reporters here.

The GST Council, chaired
by the Union finance minister
and comprising state counter-
parts, had in March decided to
seek views from the AG, who
is the chief legal officer of the

government, on the legality of
market borrowing by the
Council to make good the
shortfall in compensation fund.  

“The opinion has
come...We will hold an exclu-
sive GST Council meeting on
the issue of compensation,”
Sitharaman said, adding that
the date of the meeting will be
decided shortly.

According to sources, the
Attorney General has opined
that there is no obligation on

the central government to pay
the GST compensation short-
fall to the states and GST
Council has to decide on ways
to make good the shortfall in
compensation fund.

mpensation to states
became an issue after revenues
from imposition of cess start-
ed dwindling since August
2019 and the Centre had to
dive in to the excess cess
amount collected during 2017-
18 and 2018-19. PTI
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Jet fuel or ATF price on
Saturday was hiked by 3 per

cent, the fifth straight increase
in two months, while there was
no change in rates of cooking
gas LPG, petrol and diesel.

Aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
rates went up by �1,304.25per
kilolitre or 3 per cent in the
national capital to �43,932.53
per kl, according to a price
notification of state-owned oil
companies.

ATF price was last hiked by
1.5 per cent or �635.47 per kl,
on July 16. This was the fifth
straight increase since June. In
four hikes, rates went up by �
22,483.91 per kl.

Rates were hiked by a
record 56.6 per cent
(�12,126.75 per kl) on June 1,
followed by �5,494.5 per kl
(16.3 per cent) increase on

June 16. Price was hiked by
�2,922.94 per kl or 7.48 per
cent on July 1.

ATF prices are revised on
1st and 16th of every month
based on average of benchmark
international price and for-
eign exchange rate in the pre-
ceding fortnight.

Petrol and diesel prices,
which are revised on a daily
basis, were kept unchanged
on Saturday.

The price of petrol has not
changed for over a month now.
It sells for �80.43 a litre in the
national capital since June 29.

Diesel, on the other hand,

has seen sporadic rates revi-
sions. It currently sells for
�73.56 per litre in the nation-
al capital.

etrol price rose by �9.17
per litre between June 7 and
June 29 while diesel rates
increased by �12.55 per litre
since June 7.

Cooking gas rates too were
unchanged on Saturday.

Non-subsidised cooking
gas LPG rates were last revised
on July 1 when prices went up
by Re 1 to �594 per 14.2-kg
cylinder in the national capital.

This increase reversed a
four-month declining trend in
rates. Prices had come down
from �858.50 in February to
�593 in June - �265.5 in all.

Non-subsidised LPG is
cooking gas that a consumer
buys after exhausting his or her
quota of 12 cylinders of 14.2-
kg at subsidised rates.
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New Delhi: MSME Minister
Nitin Gadkari launched a gift
box consisting of four hand-
crafted silk masks developed by
Khadi and Village Industries
Commission, the MSME
Ministry said on Saturday. 

The gift box developed by
the KVIC contains masks
packed in a crafted handmade
paper box in black colour with
golden embossed printing. It is
priced at � 500 per box and is
now available at all KVIC out-
lets across Delhi NCR. PTI
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New Delhi: The Government
will soon come out with a new
public sector enterprises poli-
cy that will define strategic sec-
tors which will not have more
than four PSUs, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said on Saturday.

As part of the
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan’
package, the finance minister in
May had announced that there
will be a maximum of four
public sector companies in
strategic sectors, and state-
owned firms in other segments
will eventually be privatised.

“We are working on it ... It
should go to Cabinet soon,” she
said in interaction with media
when asked about the strategic
sector list.

She said there could be var-

ious models to achieve mini-
mum four PSUs in case of those
falling under the strategic sector.

Either they will be merged,
or they will be brought togeth-
er in such a way that there are
only four or lesser, she said.

Under the policy, a list of
strategic sectors will be notified
where there will be at least one
and a maximum of four pub-
lic sector enterprise, apart from
private sector companies.

In other sectors, central
public sector enterprises
(CPSEs) will be privatised
depending upon the feasibility.

“We would like to
announce a PSE policy (as) a
self-reliant India needs a coher-
ent policy. All sectors will be
opened to private sectors 
also. PTI
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For years, educationists and indus-
try experts had been talking about
how there is need to completely
overhaul the country’s education
system so that our students are able

to compete globally. The good part is that
the new National Education Policy (NEP)
is not only aspirational, it is futuristic as well.
It is bold that it acknowledges the deficien-
cies in the present education system at all
levels including the administrative and
Government and advocates an integrated
approach to address the issues in entirety
to create altogether a new academic frame-
work for education in the country that takes
into account the education from the age of
three years to PhD and beyond. It has bro-
ken the silos and boundaries made in terms
of disciplines and departments and consid-
ers the development of well-rounded indi-
viduals with a T-shaped learning framework
having a broad base to begin with and facil-
itating an evolution of specialisation out of
the natural talent and interest in due
course of the study.

The policy focuses on the education
model facilitating the development of both
the left and right brain of the students and
induces the appropriate interventions the
right age. It gives thrust on developing the
students not only for their first job but the
second job, the third job, and beyond. It also
creates flexibility in the education system
for multiple entries and exits and facilitates
lifelong learning. It has introduced the sys-
tem which is learning-driven and objective
and accordingly redesigns the
assessment/examination to be free from
encouraging rote learning and stress of
examination. And most importantly, the
Ministry of Human Resource Development
is renamed as the Ministry of Education
(MoE).

Dr Jitendra Kumar Mishra, Director,
Jaipuria School of Business opines that the
new NEP has revamped the education sys-
tem. “At higher education, it has brought in
the system of four years of UG, wherein the
fourth year may be focused on research and
thus the student can directly enroll in PhD
if he has undertaken research in his fourth
year of undergraduate programme. The pol-
icy also advocates to start vocational edu-
cation from early college level. It will help
the learners to develop employability skills
and get a job in his chosen area of vocation.
It would create an alternative for the grad-
uates to either go for a job or higher stud-
ies,” Mishra says.

Sahil Agarwal, co-founder-CEO,
Rishihood University shares a similar
viewpoint and tells you that new education
policy has brought much awaited reforms
for a long-term overhaul of the system. “In
the higher education, the college affiliation

system which prevented curriculum inno-
vations will be phased out. This will allow
industry-linked curriculum and faster
modifications based on industry’s needs,
therefore helping the students in place-
ments. Flexibility of subjects, credit trans-
fer and multiple entry-exit points will
ensure that everyone can complete a col-
lege education and learn the subjects of their
choice. The students will not be restricted
to narrow domains. A common aptitude test
for undergraduate admissions will ease off
the pressure from students to prepare for
multiple exams. The CAT will be designed
in a way that most universities can identi-
fy the student skill set for admissions from
the same test,” Agarwal says.

By giving students a chance to pick non-
conventional subjects, which will focus on
right brain development, it opens a wide
variety of career options as well. With clear
inspiration drawn from the western educa-
tion system, this new reform will help stu-
dents excel in subjects of their choice and
explore the realm of education with a newer
outlook. This was a much needed and
awaited change in the education system of
our country.

According to Dr Akhil Shahani, MD,
Shahani Group, the NEP should have
been implemented years ago to enable
India’s education system to catch up with
that of other fast-developing nations in Asia.
The focus on light Government regulation,
multi-disciplinary institutions and creating
equivalence of vocational and academic
streams are welcome, but these have been
a part of other countries’ education mod-
els for years. It would have been good to
have some more innovative ideas imple-
mented like recognition of pathway/twin-
ning programmes with foreign universities,
permission for for-profit firms to set up
schools and colleges, allowing corporate
CSR funding for primary research in uni-
versities and allowing universities to offer
online degrees to outside their geographi-
cal jurisdiction. As education is a State sub-
ject, it is important for the Centre to cre-
ate a mechanism to ensure each State imple-
ments these new policies effectively.”

Experts say that this policy was long due
— to disrupt the present education system
and bring the transformation to learn and
turn the future Indian minds. The diversi-
ty in the policy aims to meet the future
learning needs which will engrain practi-
cal skill-based learning to shape the learn-
ers being Industry ready. The policy
addresses most of the critical issues that
daunt our present education landscape and
brings about a totality in terms of the par-
adigm shift that we need for educated and
skilled people in India. Since the NEP offers
multiple exit points in studies, it means that

one could actually get into employment at
different ages, different times, and differ-
ent levels of education which is a thought-
ful strategic structure.

“As Indian employment breed faces a
dichotomy with compartmentalised skillsets
wherein many of them are unemployed due
to lack of skill-based education. In the back-
drop of this alarming scenario, the NEP is
a step in the right direction towards a rad-
ical shift in the education disciplinary sys-
tem to bring exponential growth. If imple-
mented in true letter and spirit by all stake-
holders it will undoubtedly transform the
overall educational ecosystem in the coun-
try and should be brought into force as early
as possible as it is the need of the hour,” Dr
Niranjan Hiranandani, Provost, HSNC
University says.

As the policy lays special emphasis on
Early Child Care Education (ECCE) and
development by including a play-based
multi-faceted curriculum, universalisation
of ECCE will lay the foundation for the
development of every child and will be able
to honour unique skillsets at an early age. 

“The integration of co-curricular sub-
jects at par will help students honour their
hobbies and skills and make value addition
in the areas of preference. Project-based
learning, vocational learning at an early age,
and learning of life skills and inclusion of
technology will help a child realise ambi-
tions, gain multi-dimensional knowledge
and universal skills and lay the foundation
for higher education. In addition, a new sys-
tem of self, peer, and teacher assessment will
give parents and children a 360-degree
progress report imbibed with new skills
learned during the academic year,” Rustom
Kerawalla, chairman, Ampersand Group,
says.

The Government’s vision to increase the
Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) from 25.7 per
cent  at present, to 50 per cent by 2030 is a
move in the right direction.

“The Government acknowledges that
online and distance education will play a key
role in achieving this goal by enhancing the
offerings, improving access and providing
increased opportunities for lifelong learn-
ing. This goal will boost the Indian econo-
my and the per capita income. We will be
committed to playing our part in achieving
the 50 per cent GER mark and will contin-
ue to create programmes that are at par with
the highest quality in-class programmes and
delivered online,” Rajiv Shah, CEO-director,
NMIMS Global Access School tells you.

Then there is the whole idea of replac-
ing UGC with the creation of Higher
Education Commission of India  (HECI).
Ashwani Awasthi, Managing Director, RICS
School of Built Environment says that this
is a welcome step. “With the independent

verticals taking care of
Regulatory/Accreditation/Funding/General
Education, it will address various issues relat-
ed to smooth functioning of the education
institutions. The introduction of a four-year
multidisciplinary bachelor’s programme
shall be the preferred option since it allows
the opportunity to experience the full
range of holistic and multidisciplinary edu-
cation in addition to a focus on the chosen
major and minors as per the choices of the
student. This change is an important step
in revamping the higher education land-
scape. The multiple entry and exit options
along with introduction of an academic bank
of credit will provide an opportunity of con-
tinuing studies in a staggered way. This will
address the needs of the industry and will
also help students to go back and upgrade
themselves after acquiring the work expe-
rience. The new education policy will pro-
vide students with exposure to multi-disci-
plinary and flexible curriculum which is the
backbone of holistic development. The
increased focus on research will encourage
education institutions in doing a cutting-
edge research which is the need of the hour
and will further help Indian degrees get more
international acceptance,” Awasthi explains.

However, what is important is how this
policy is implemented efficiently by the
States so that it does not lose its effective-
ness. “We put forth high commendation for
this much needed effort to mainstream skills
and education Class VI onward. The social
stigma attached to manual jobs together with
parental control on the child’s education and
employment, lack of awareness about career
paths through vocational stream or negli-
gible importance given to entrepreneurial
options — hurdles like these need mindset
changes. The proposal to set up National
Committee for the Integration of Vocational
Education (NCIVE) is a laudable move, it
is imperative for the concerned ministries
and allied bodies to seamlessly coordinate
and work towards the goal of mainstream-
ing skills and education,” Shoba Mishra
Ghosh, Assistant Secretary General, FICCI,
says.

And as such the new NEP has the
potential to create profound long-term
impact, affecting the social and economic
fabric of our society — that’s the power of
education, particularly given our demog-
raphy. Dr Rupamanjari Ghosh, Vice-
Chancellor, Shiv Nadar University, Greater
Noida says that the new policy advocates
major reforms in higher education —
holistic and multidisciplinary education,
flexibility of subject choices and pro-
gramme durations. The concept of a
Multidisciplinary Education & Research
University will find resonance.

Byju Raveendran, founder-CEO,

BYJU’S says: “The new policy’s focus on
providing students flexibility and further-
ing digital education is timely and much
needed. We believe that tech-enabled learn-
ing is the best way to achieve scale as well
as maintain uniform quality irrespective of
geography or physical infrastructure avail-
ability. Emphasis on critical thinking, cre-
ativity and stronger conceptual understand-
ing will encourage students to become self-
motivated learners. This is much needed for
students to acquire skills that will prepare
them for the unseen jobs of tomorrow,”
Raveendran tells you.

Professor Malabika Sarkar, VC, Ashoka
University that the GER of 50 per cent is
an important target and all universities must
contribute to it. “We are happy that the mul-
tidisciplinary approach we have been prac-
ticing is recognised as the right way to pre-
pare students for challenges in their careers.
We are also happy that continuous assess-
ment will be the way to evaluate students,
which is something we believe in. The NEP
also has made a bold move to resolve the
binary of research and teaching and the
focus on research will foster a strong cul-
ture for innovation. This, along with
enhancement of digital infrastructure, will
match our education system with the
requirements of today’s dynamic business
and economic environment,” Sarkar opines.

Vipul Sobti, Business Head,
Unthinkable Solutions LLP says that the
new education policy is designed to make
education more pervasive and relevant. “It
is good that the rigid boundary between dif-
ferent streams is to be eliminated. This
means a student may choose to study
physics, home science, and physical educa-
tion, something which few in India could
learn simultaneously in school. With these
changes, the new education policy will cre-
ate a system of knowledge that is well-
rounded and versatile. Students who will
learn under this new pedagogy will be ready
to face the challenges presented by an
increasingly complex world. Technology
will play a very important role in this new
phase of education,” Sobti says.

Rishabh Khanna, Cognitive Scientist
and Founder, Suraasa tells you that new
NEP looks progressive and covers a lot of
ground when it comes to 21st century teach-
ing and learning needs. “The good part is
that the policy has come as a plan and not
just promise based statements. The difficult
part is to jump from the present system to
this system and take along millions of stake-
holders, many of whom might need to be
completely re-trained. In fact, teachers will
see the biggest change and will have to trans-
form at both content as well as pedagogy
level to survive in this new world order,”
Khanna says.

T H U M B S U P T O  5 + 3 + 3 + 4  P E D A G O G Y
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Over the years,
Rajasthan Royals (RR)

have gained the reputation
of giving young players a
chance to shine on the
biggest stage. 18-year-old
Riyan Parag is one such
player who has become a
household name for his
exploits with the Royals in
the Indian Premier League
(IPL).

The Assam lad caught
the imagination of fans
and critics alike after he
became the youngest half-
centurion in the history of
IPL last year following his
fifty against Delhi Capitals
at the tender age of 17 years
and 175 days. Now, the styl-
ish right-hander is ready for
a more consistent role in
the 13th edition of the
cash-rich league, which will
be played in the UAE later
this year. 

“I had a very good sea-
son last year and feel lucky
to be with the Rajasthan
Royals. I don’t like to take
pressure from the outside.
It is more about preparing
for the situation that is
ahead of you,” Red Bull ath-
lete Riyan Parag told IANS.

“I like to be in the zone
when I am in the middle
and I don't pay much atten-

tion to what people are talk-
ing about me or my perfor-
mance. It obviously feels
good to hear nice things
about you but I do not let
success get into my head,”
he added

Royals is also the home
of some of the best foreign
players in the world. The
team is led by Australia's
talismanic batsman Steve
Smith while the middle-
order is provided stability
by one of the best all-
rounders in the world in
Ben Stokes. Not to forget
the bowling department,
which is marshalled ably by
Jofra Archer. “It feels like a
dream come true to share
the dressing room with
legends like Steve Smith
and Ben Stokes,” Parag,
who was bought for his
base price of Rs 20 lakh in

2019 IPL auction, said.
“As I have even men-

tioned in the (RR) docu-
mentary, when I came out
to bat versus CSK, Stokesy
(Ben Stokes) told me to
play without pressure as if
it was a gully cricket match.

“I admire how Smudge
(Smith) backed all the
bowlers, especially young
players like me. He is a great
leader and I enjoyed play-
ing under him,” he added.

Parag was recently seen
in Rajasthan Royals’ docu-
mentary ‘Inside Story’ pro-
duced by Red Bull Media
House, which showcases
the team’s 2019 IPL cam-
paign. By his own admis-
sion, it has been ‘surreal’ for
him to gain so many eye-
balls at such a young age.

“It’s been a great asso-
ciation so far with energy
drink giant, Red Bull. It is
a surreal feeling that a big
brand like Red Bull was
continuously following me
during the IPL,” Parag said.

“The brand has helped
me a lot with the videos and
interviews during the IPL
and I hope they continue to
back me in the future as
well. Red Bull has constant-
ly looked to give wings to
young and upcoming crick-
eters through Red Bull
Campus Cricket.
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Pablo Sarabia scored
the winning penal-
ty in a shoot-out as

Paris Saint-Germain
warmed up for their
assault on the Champions
League in Lisbon by
defeating Lyon in Friday’s
French League Cup final
to claim another domes-
tic treble.

The Spaniard’s suc-
cessful kick came after
Keylor Navas saved from
Bertrand Traore and
allowed PSG to win 6-5
on penalties after the
game at the Stade de
France finished 0-0 at
the end of extra time.

The victory comes a
week after they beat
Saint-Etienne 1-0 in the
French Cup final, the first
competitive match on
French soil since the
coronavirus shutdown.

They had previously
been awarded the Ligue 1
title by virtue of being top
when the season was
ended in April with 10
rounds of matches
unplayed because of the
health crisis.

Before penalties,
Thomas Tuchel’s team
had the better of a terse
final on a sweaty night,

but they badly missed
the injured Kylian
Mbappe.

The masked France
superstar watched from
the stands as Lyon kept
PSG at bay for two hours
before having Brazilian
defender Rafael sent off
for chopping down Angel
Di Maria on the edge of
the box late in extra time.

Mbappe was injured
in last week’s French Cup
final, suffering a sprained
ankle that looks likely to
rule him out of the
Champions League quar-
ter-final against Atalanta
in Lisbon on August 12.

PSG are desperate for

tangible success in
Europe but on this evi-
dence they still have some
rust to shake off before
being ready for that test.

“We suffered but it’s
beautiful to win at the
end. We will celebrate
this and then tomorrow
we will start to think
about another big match,”
the excellent Marco
Verratti told France 2
television.

This is the Qatar-
owned club’s fourth treble
in the last six years, but
the League Cup, an
unloved competition, will
be discontinued next sea-
son.
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Sam Billings believes England ODI
side is one of the toughest to break into

but said he is banking on his IPL experi-
ence to stay in contention for the upcom-
ing two World Cups in India.

Drafted into the team following a back
injury to Joe Denly, Billings smashed an
unbeaten 67 to guide England to a six-
wicket win over Ireland in the opening
ODI on Thursday.

With India scheduled to host the T20
World Cup in 2021 and the 50-over World
Cup in 2023, Billings feels his ability to
play spin will hold him in good stead.

“I think that’s definitely something
that I can potentially offer compared to
other players. My game against spin has
benefited from all the different franchis-
es I have experienced, particularly the
IPL,” Billings, who has played for Chennai
Super Kings and Delhi Capitals, was quot-
ed as saying by Skysports.

“I have had relative success on turn-
ing pitches in Chennai and Delhi. I back
my game against spin and I have to con-
tinue to work hard. In ODI format or
longer format, the subcontinent is some-
where I think I can do well. The longer
format is one I want to push my case in

if I get the opportunity.” The 29-year-old,
who has played 16 ODIs and 26 T20Is,
never got a regular playing time with
England since making his debut in 2015
but he grabbed the opportunity with both
hands when he was included in the play-
ing XI against Ireland.

“In a nutshell, my career hit a heavy
speed bump last year (with the injury) so
for me it's about building that momentum
back up,” said Billings, who missed out of
the 2019 World Cup campaign due to a
shoulder injury.

“It’s been very up down (with
England), I suppose, over the last five
years. I played five ODIs against New
Zealand straight after the last World Cup
in 2015 and then 10 since then and July
2018.

“The opportunities have been spo-
radic but England's ODI side is arguably
one of the toughest sports teams to get into
at the moment so all I can do is take my
opportunities when they arise.”

“I have  consistently over the last five
years ... So it's a role I enjoy. It’s a very tough
role. You have to be very adept. You can
come in three or four down very early on
and steady the ship or you can come in for
the last five overs nd everyone expects you
to get 40 off 10 balls,” said Billings. 
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�What is your role in Sony Liv’s
Avrodh?

I play Shailesh Malviya, a national
security advisor. His job is to directly
report to the Prime Minister about the
domestic and international security. He

is that one person who has complete
command over all the armed
forces. Even his progression to
become the national security
advisor is layered. He has to
travel through many posts in
his initial years. He has a lot
of knowledge and is an
absolute patriot. His
thoughts are only about
the nation and its secu-
rity. 
�What made you take
up the role?

The script. Also
the director, Raj
Acharya, he was an

Assistant Director in
almost three of my ear-

lier films. So when I got to
know that he was directing

the series, I was hooked on it.
He was very professional and he

told me that just don’t take it
because I am telling you to do it,

read the script and dig deep into it. That’s
what I did and I found my character very
interesting. I haven’t done a role like this
before and that got me interested. Because
every time I pick a role, I make sure I am
not repeating it. Moreover, the role is
based on a real life possession and that’s
made it more interesting for me.
�You started your career with The Last
Vision (1997). How did you come on
board for the project?

It’s a long story but to cut it short, I
was doing my first TV serial back then for
Sumitra Bhave, a Marathi film director.
She is a director that I am very fond of and
in awe of. I played a small role in that ser-
ial and it had almost 16 people from
National School of Drama (NSD) acting,
juniors, seniors and very seniors. We had
to travel to a village in Pune for a shoot
and I decided to stay back. Fortunately,
the NSD actors were hanging out that
night and were discussing about a film
being made in Odia which required a per-
son who could speak the language and
dance Chhau. I knew both. I overheard
them and thought I want this. Somehow
I got the team’s number and was called to
Mumbai. Early in the morning, I was
auditioning for the role. Then I left it and
every four days I used to call them and

ask if I was selected. I was told that for the
role 14 NSD actors were rejected for it. I
was convinced I have no chance of get-
ting the role. But again, I called them and
they asked when am I coming to Mumbai
to sign the contract. That’s how it hap-
pened.
�Were there any apprehensions before
taking up acting?

Lots of them. Because I was neither
from NSD nor from Film & Television
Institute. I had no formal training in act-
ing and which is why it took me such a
long time to make a place here. I decid-
ed to do this in 1990 and my first break
was Ship of Theseus in 2011. Of course The
Last Vision happened in 1997 but after that
I had nothing at all. One has to go through
a black hole in these years. I don’t like to
go in the details because those are like my
iron shields that helped me grow. I
worked hard. My day started at 4 in the
morning and I worked till 12 in the night.
I did all odd jobs to make a living, never
gave myself rest and questioned why is
nothing coming my way. That’s why
when Ship of Theseus happened, I gave in
everything I could because it was like a
do-or-die situation. And it’s a blessing that
it worked out well.
�Being a theatre actor yourself, how

important do you think it so for actor
to experience theatre?

Extremely important and that’s why
I did so many workshops for people over
the years. Theatre is an absolute founda-
tion of an actor which is why you see the
difference between actors and entertain-
ers. If you see Irrfan Khan, Nawazuddin
Siddiqui and Manoj Bajpai, these are
trained actors that is why you see the qual-
ity in them as opposed to stars. And I don’t
blame them for this because a star’s job
is to entertain, to makes us watch him and
acting is not about making people look
at us, it is about making them look at the
character that we play. It is opposite to the
star world. That’s why theatre is impor-
tant because right from understanding the
script to narration, it brings out the best
in actors.
�Did you ever feel like an outsider in
the industry?

Yes, many times. But I didn’t raise
those incidents or issues anywhere at all.
The reason being I didn’t think that it will
serve the purpose immediately. That’s all
I have to say on this. Most of the outsiders
are a victim of nepotism but it depends
on how you take it and deal with it. I  am
still dealing with it, but I do it in my own
way.

Come festival and the
excitement of having
friends and family over is
on an all time high. More

so, when it is rakshabandhan and
your siblings are uber-sweet with
you. 

However, with COVID-19’s
raging fury, festivities this time
make for a less special occasion.
But that doesn’t mean, that there
will be no fun and frolic. One can
still do away with all the fun, but
keeping in mind the precautions
and avoiding unnecessary travel.

Dr Nikhil Modi, Senior
Consultant, Respiratory, Critical
care & Sleep Disorder, Institutes of
Critical Care, Indraprastha Apollo
Hospitals, New Delhi, tells you that
with the restrictions easing the
responsibility now lies on people
to maintain precautions even dur-
ing the festival.

“As COVID-19 cases contin-
ue to surge across the country, the
issue of how the upcoming festiv-
ities would be celebrated with safe
socialising whilst maintaining
social distancing, is of utmost
concern. While restrictions on
movements and lockdowns in
most parts of the country have
been eased the threat of spread has
increased, as now the greater
responsibilities lies with the peo-
ple to maintain precautions and
carry out any outdoor activities
with utmost vigilance and pre-
cautions, to keep themselves and
people around them safe for fear
of any infection,” he says.

It is possible that the combi-
nation of ease of travel restrictions
and reopening of public places like
malls contribute to the increased
risk. More so during festivities
when people tend to go out and
shop, meet their families and
indulge in socialising. 

“Though people may under-

standably find it challenging, the
best way to protect yourself and
others is to stay home. We need to
prioritise safety and precautions
over our requirement of socialis-
ing. Moving out and creating
crowded gathering doubles the risk
of transmission, as we can’t ascer-
tain who could have been in con-
tact of an infected person or an
infected surface. As healthcare
experts our recommendation
would be against stepping out of
the house until absolutely neces-
sary, that is in case of a medical
emergency or an avoidable cir-
cumstance,” Modi says. He tells
you that by following the basic pre-
cautions one can keep themselves
and their families safe.

“One, perform hand hygiene
frequently, particularly after con-
tact with respiratory secretions.
Hand hygiene includes either
cleaning hands with soap and
water or with an alcohol-based
hand rub/sanitiser. Two, cover
your nose and mouth with a
flexed elbow or paper tissue when
coughing or sneezing and dispose-
off the tissue immediately. Three,
maintain six feet gap between two
people. Four, cover your mouth
and nose with a mask,” he explains.

He adds that people should
adapt to the new way of socialis-
ing and wear mask at all times. “If
you are socialising with other
people outside of your household,
it’s best to do it outside in open air,
where there’s more airflow and
room for respiratory droplets to
disperse. While outside, you
should still maintain at least six feet
of physical distance from others
and wear a mask. It’s best to avoid
socialising with too many people
still if you are socialising with near
and dear ones would recommend
to keep the number of people to
minimum,” he says.
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�What is your latest venture Kamli about?
This song was designed, conceptulised, produced and

released during the lockdown. I started my independent YouTube
channel and then partnered with Believe Digital for distribution.
This is my third song. The first song was a prayer one, the sec-
ond a romantic one and the third — Kamli is a dance song. Also,
this is the first time that I have worked with Nikita Gandhi even
though we have worked with mutual friends of ours.
�How easy or tough was it to compose for this project dur-
ing the lockdown?

It depends on the project, the type of song. If the song requires
a narrative or it is for a film, it needs a lot of live musicians, stu-
dio time and then recording it. This needs to be worked at. This
is not possible during the lockdown. But for a dance number like
Kamli, it requires dance music production. This is software based.
Nikita is a producer herself as well and has a recording setup at
her place. She was able to record the song and send me the vocals
and hence collaboration was fairly smooth.
�What are the things that you keep in mind while compos-
ing or producing music?

Music is a creative field. It has no rules. Music for me is a form
of expression of emotion. When I sit down to compose or pro-
duce a song, I have only one objective, that the listener must feel
the emotion that I am trying to portray in the song. If I am doing
a romantic song, I want the listener to go through the experience
and feel the romance in the song. The idea is to build a connec-
tion in all aspects — in the writing, in the vocal production and
not just composition.
�The listeners are vast. How do you cater to all?

It is not possible to cater to each and everybody’s taste is dif-
ferent. You can’t keep everyone happy. However, the idea is to relate
to as many people as possible. My strength is that I have done
different types of styles and genres. This is an important trait as
a composer and producer — to be as versatile as possible.
�How important have your degrees been when it comes to
music?

It is very important. One of the best decisions in my life is
to have studied music. It gave me an insight into the intricacies
of music production at all platforms. It was a wide variety of skills
and experience that I was exposed to.
�You have a varied portfolio. Have you made it a conscious
decision to expand your reach?

I have tried to restrict myself. Being versatile — to be able to
produce, compose and experiment is important in the growth
curve of a composer. If I stick to one genre, I will master it but I
will end up neglecting a vast variety of audience that I could reach
out to. The whole idea of starting my channel was to be able to
experiment and compose and set net trends.
�How important is to stick to the roots and not experiment?

Music doesn’t need to stick to rules. But there is a thin line
when it comes to experimenting and as long as one keeps that
in mind, it is all good.
�How necessary is it to be upgraded where technology is con-
cerned?

Two years back, I started creating real instrument sounds in
a virtual studio environment and started coding and sampling.
The end result is that now I have a library of samples. This gives

me an edge over sounds since I am the only one to
have these codes and samples. The technical

knowledge that I have can find its way into
exploiting it commercially. All the equip-
ment that I have is cutting-edge and the
latest that is out there.
�Where do you get your inspiration
from?

I breathe music 24x7. One has to
become a consumer first in order to be cre-

ative in order to know what is out
there. I listen to all kinds of

music from across the world. I
have to be up to date with all

kind content out there and be
there online and hear new
music.
�Do you think that there
is more scope for indie
artists?

The best times for indie
artists is now. Today, music

consumption is being con-
sumed at OTT platforms.

What this does is that it gives inde-
pendent artists a chance to showcase
their talent and experiment.
�What next?

I am working on my fourth song.
I have also collaborated with T-
Series, Tips and Times Music. A song
is my song just released for the film
Chaman Bahar. So I have a few film
projects and independent work as
well.
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Kabi, who was recently seen in Avrodh: The
Siege Within, speaks with Musba Hashmi
about why he chose to be a part of the project,
his debut, how he thinks that theatre is the

foundation stone of an actor and that he
had experienced nepotism in the 

industry many times

Last few months have taught us to cel-
ebrate the smallest of occasions in

life with the ones we love and with
Friendship’s Day today, Goibibo has
curated a list of  ideas for your gang to
take on 2020 and make it yours. Here’s
how you can choose to spend this week-
end with your friends as you catch up
on all the lost time and treat yourselves
with the much-needed break to reju-
venate and rekindle the bonds.

Watch till you drop: We under-
stand if you do not wish to travel but
that doesn’t have to mean you ditch this
friendship’s day. Don’t worry, here
what you can do! Just load the snack
trays and figure out the best shows or
movies to binge-watch all weekend
through. We have a few fun ideas to

help you pick who gets to choose!
Choose to binge-watch shows that you
all grew up watching, or play a simple
game of stone-paper-scissors (best of
three)  and the winner gets to pick, or
simply just watch the evergreen Friends,
cliché but true. 

Make your living room your visa:
Yet sceptical of stepping out? Want to
enjoy the best of both worlds? Worry
not as we get the outdoors into your liv-
ing room. Invite over your friends, keep
the masks on and gear up for some fun
virtual travel. Goibibo is offering some
exciting weekend virtual travel experi-
ences like the live Jeep Safari in
Luangwa National Park, Zambia with
a local ranger, live online strolls through
the Diagon alley with the Harry Potter

Trail in Edinburgh, day outing with the
Koala Whisperer at Byron Bay
Australia, or explore the historical
places like Pyramids of Giza, wonders
of Petra, lanes of Cusco, there is some-
thing for everyone. All you need is the

goibibo app to book your slots before
it is sold out. This will not only satiate
your travel pangs with your favourite
bunch but also allow you to travel
together without going through the has-
sle of planning and matching calendars

for trips that have been in plans since
forever.

Friends who laugh or cook
together: Miss going out for
concerts, stand-up comedy
shows, or those workshops to
learn a new skill with your
bunch? Well, you don’t have to
wait for the world back to nor-
mal for that because goibibo
brings all these things to you at
the comfort of your home. For this
friendship’s day channelise your inner
masterchef and take the live cooking
session with chef Gayan Darshana
Aberathne to cook the perfect risottos
or jumbo prawns, or enjoy the laugh-
ter riot with stand-up comedian
Jeeveshu Ahluwalia. Be rest assured
that your next pot meal will certain-
ly be a feast and you will not have to
hear the same old jokes and same old
clowns in the group!
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Jewels: Colour Bonds is
one such iconic gifting range
by Kohinoor Jewellers
Agra that is sure to leave
your sister gasping
for breath out of
admiration! Your
search for a truly
luxurious and splendid gift
ends here. Gift a precious
colourful blessing to your sister
this year and witness her face

beam with joy. Choose the best
fit from the gorgeous giftable
jewels, ranging from colourful
multi design earrings, neck-
laces, rings & bracelets.

Featuring unique and entic-
ing bold shades of rubies,

citirine, morganite, aquama-
rine, sapphires and garnet, the
collection embraces one of the
most exclusive assortment wor-
thy of ‘most loved jewels’ tag.

Revitalise beauty:
Enhance your beauty natural-
ly with Kiko Milano Konscious
Vegan Collection. A rapid aug-
ment in an adaptation of cru-
elty-free and vegan products
has been witnessed across cat-
egories in the industry. Aimed
at simplifying one’s beauty
routine along with creating a
minimum impact on the envi-
ronment. Formulated with the
minimum number of ingredi-
ents this collection guarantees
maximum efficacy and
supreme performance.
Packaged with sustainable
materials, the collection aims
at generating less waste.
Choose from
Konscious Vegan
Matte Blush
( � 1 , 4 9 0 ) ,
V e g a n
Lipstick
(�1,190),
V e g a n
Eyeshadow Palette
(�1,690) and Vegan
Eyeliner (�990).

For a picture perfect bond: This rakhi, make
your sibling feel uber special by celebrating your
bond of love by gifting them the Canon EOS
1500D camera that can capture all your
memories forever. The EOS1500D
is perfect for all types of cam-
era users and even beginners.
Its user-friendly nature allows
one to capture amazing images
and movies as it is equipped
with a 24.1megapixel APS-C-
size CMOS sensor. Its built-in
Wi-Fi/NFC connectivity

enables the seamless upload of photos and videos
to social media, making it perfect if your sibling

has turned #InstaObsessed during the
pandemic.  This budget friendly cam-

era for �30,995 (Amazon sale price
�27,990) can capture a myriad of
possibilities for creative expres-
sion with its five creative filter
effects and the “Shoot by ambi-
ence” selection which provides
another way to create images
with the mood and feel that one
envisions.

Keep track of time: Don’t
let the pandemic blues come
in the way of your festive
vibes. This rakhi, show love to
your beloved sister with a

Timex watch.  Timex
Parisienne is a classic and a
graceful collection that is per-
fect for this gifting season. 

These stainless steel
quick-release bracelet watch-
es come with soft feminine
details that create an elevated
look. Adorned with a mother-
of-pearl dial, a cabochon
crown and floating lugs, these
watches also come with ele-
gant Swarovski crystals. The
entire range comprising of
seven variants is available on
the company’s website starting
at just �6,795. 

Unbox happiness:
Izhaar has come up with
a unique idea to celebrate
this bond of together-
ness. Curate a person-
alised box of love for your
dear brother or sister, and
Izhaar will deliver to their
doorstep, a gift always to
reckon with. 

Luxury & sustainable,
each box is a statement
piece that can be used as
a home decor piece. Right
from wooden carved
boxes to luxury leather
boxes, Izhaar has it all!
They have a wide range of
semi-precious agate stone
and silver rakhis for you
to choose from. 

To make for a com-
plete hamper, it has also
added handcrafted sweets,
with individual & con-
tactless packing to each
box of love. 

Seek blessings of
Lord Ganesha: Dr Aarti
Dahiya, relationship
expert, says that gift an
idol of Lord Ganesha
and some fruits to your
sister which gives bliss
in her life.
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For Indians, especially in the
north, every year,
Rakshabandhan marks the
opening of the festival sea-
son. This year, however, is

different. With Covid-19 playing
spoil-sport for the entire human race,
there is a definite ebb in the enthusi-
asm that surrounds the festivities
around this celebration of bonding
between brothers and sisters. 

The markets wear a rather dull
look and don’t seem to be pulling the
usual crowds. All travel has been put
off, either due to lockdowns, or pure
caution for the fear of the spread of
contagion. Social distancing being
the need of the hour, many are
choosing (wisely) to stay back as cau-
tion, keeping the wellbeing of their
loved ones in mind. While, this
Rakshabandhan may not be about
large family gatherings, it does not
mean that spirit be affected. 

A lot is happening online — from
sending rakhis and sweets to brothers
living in the city, or
even far away lands,
to opting for cus-
tomised and con-
scious gifting for
the sisters, e-
commerce has
emerged as the
saviour of this
festival. It is
heartening to
know how people
are choosing conscious and
local over mindless consumption
while sending out their love and
greetings.

��������	��
	�
It begins with the choice of rakhi.

DIY rakhis seem to have found their
way back into Indian lives, where it
was believed that love is personal and
handmade. Crochet and woven rakhis
seem to be popular among those who
don’t want anything plastic and
“Chinese”. 

This year also brought in a limit-
ed edition curation by some of the
Indian designers, who thought of cre-
ating something lasting and sustain-
able for the celebrations that could be
marketed online as well as provided
employment to their artisans.

When Indian designer Anavila

Misra, who is known for her curation
of gorgeous handwoven linen saris
and clothes, announced limited edi-
tion of handcrafted rakhis to be sold
along with her special rakhi edit of
saris for brothers to gift online, little
did she realise they would be sold out
in no time. These rakhis have been
crafted from beautiful linen, organza,
and silk fabrics — all repurposed
from textiles discarded as scrap —
comes packaged in a linen envelop
and puja material. 

“A small product like rakhi, when
made with love and enthusiasm, can
create such a positive vibe at the
workspace,” she shares, adding, “We
have been busy making rakhis for the
last three weeks and it has been
heart-warming sending all the per-
sonal messages with rakhis from sib-
lings to each other.” To her, the inspi-
ration to create rakhis was the occa-
sion itself. “Even better, it meaning-
fully kept us and our artisans busy at
this time,” she adds.

Jewellery designer, Ritika
Sachdeva, too has craft-

ed beautiful rakhis
that you can keep

on using, either
as a piece of
jewellery or
even key-
chain. “In

keeping with
our no wastage

policy, the idea was
to create something that

you would want to wear
post rakshabandhan,” she shares.

Each of her rakhis is handcrafted and
made using pure-cotton. Sachdeva
too has taken great care to keep her
packaging sustainable and simple.
“It’s simple jute and brown paper
packaging with lots love,” she says.
Simple, sustainable.
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You simply cannot have an

Indian festival without sweets, rather,
meetha. This year, even mithai shops,
have extended their sales online and
are offering to deliver mithai to
homes. Artisanal sweets and desserts
are the two big hits with siblings who
wish to make up for their absence
and feel like pampering their loved
ones a little more. Brands like Khoya

Mithai even introduced Ghevar in
four interesting flavours — Kesar,
Malai, Rabdi and Rose so there is
variety in tradition. It also brought in
an old favourite Kaju Katli in a spe-
cial saffron variant that adds depth to
the flavour of this classic mithai.
Nihira’s exotic laddoos and gluten
free collection is particularly
favoured by the younger ones, who
wish to send a classic greeting in a
quirky way. Known for its contempo-
rary take on the traditional, this
young artisanal mithai brand run by
mother-daughter duo Subha and
Arshya Aggarwal particularly finds
favour with the generation that loves
unconventional over staid. 

Speaking of unconventional, this
year, chocolate sales have been taken
over by ice-cream orders to be deliv-
ered to close and distant family
members alike. If you happen to live
in Delhi/NCR and wish to order
something really different and special
in meetha for your loved ones, then
you must check out Zoet. Started in
2016, by another mother-daughter
duo, Geeta Bector and Sana Bector
Parwanda, Zoet has some really
interesting ice-creams and desserts
on offer. The brand has created spe-
cial Rakhi gift boxes with a set of 6
Ice Creams and Ice Cream Cakes
(available in two sizes) and Cookie
jar sets to choose from. Even better,
they promise to deliver on the same
day and have even offered time slots
that you can choose your delivery
from. These gift boxes come with an
optional rakhi and you can send a
personalised message along. The
orders can be placed online.

Cold Love (again in Delhi) is

another good option for those look-
ing for something other than the
ordinary to send in ice creams.
Started by a tech-entrepreneur,
Aditya Tripathi the artisanal Cold
Love ice creams are made using
everything real — milk, cream, sugar,
real fruit and other pure ingredients.
There are no chemicals, no added
colour and no artificial flavours. You
can place the order online and ask
them to add a personal message to
bring cheer.
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This year, since a lot of gifting is

being done online, the siblings can be
seen choosing mindful gifts that their
brother/sister would appreciate.
Clean beauty tops a lot of lists. When
Sonia Sahni, the founder of clean
beauty brand, Ethiko, put up the
brand’s Rakhi special package on
Amazon, she had little idea that the
gift would be a hit. This gift, inspired
by Persian royalty, comes in a beauti-
ful hand carved wooden box contain-
ing Ethiko’s Resplandor Elixir (which
contains Neroli, an oil that was used
by Persian princesses) and a hand
crafted rose quartz gua sha. This

exotic formulation, infused with lux-
urious neroli and geranium essential
oils to rejuvenate and revitalise your
skin as well as to delay signs of aging,
can be used by men and women
alike. 

“A lot of the orders came in from
the overseas market. Many of these
buyers shared that they wanted to gift
something healthy, natural and local-
ly made, indicating a big change in
the consumer mindset,” shares Sahni.
Added bonus is that 5% of the sales
proceeds of this product is being
donated by Ethiko to plant trees in
India, in keeping with their commit-
ment to the cause of environment.
How is that for a good cause!

Another unique rakhi on offer
this year is the Food Trails Rakhi by
Ferns N Petals. These rakhis are actu-
ally cute little mouth-watering delica-
cies that have been exclusively hand-
crafted into rakhis, to remind your
loved ones of the flavours of their
favourite food. Made with Thai clay,
each piece takes three days to be
ready. People have been sending any-
thing from Gulab Jamun and Kaju
Katli to Paneer Tikka; North-Indian
Parantha with Lassi to classic South
Indian Sambar-Dosa to Punjabi Dal-
Makhni Naan to yummy Burgers,
Sandwiches and crispy Lays. These
rakhis double up as fridge magnets
and serve really well to remind your
brother of sibling love even after the
festival is over. 

To cater to the last minute
demands, the company is delivering
its rakhis in almost 80 countries
worldwide this year and is offering
free shipping and promise to deliver
the same day in certain countries like
Canada, UK, UAE, Singapore, South
Africa, Malaysia, Indonesia and a few
more and next day delivery in most
of the other countries like USA,
Australia, Germany, Ireland,
Netherlands, etc. So this one’s for
those who like to do everything last
minute!

Whichever way you choose, the
idea is to make your sibling and fam-
ily feel loved. This year particularly,
when the times have been harsh, a
thoughtful gesture is all it is going to
take to warm hearts. That in real is
the essence of this festival — any fes-
tival, for that matter.
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The Covid-19 pandemic has brought the world to a
standstill, affecting lives and livelihoods in a big way.
It has wreaked havoc on humanity. This global health

crisis has also created an unprecedented economic crisis. In
fact, the two have formed a vicious cycle and solutions are
not easy to visualise. Corporations are busy finding avenues
for cost cutting and are looking at governments to bail them
out. People, too, are banking on governments for relief pack-
ages and in the process the pressure on the economy is
mounting. Corporate Social Responsibility or CSR that gained
currency both as a practice and jargon in business literature
has been relegated to the back seat, by default, or by design.
What was supposed to be a means of payback to the soci-
ety by the corporation is rather a forgotten cause today as
resource conservation has become the new means for keep-
ing the balance sheet in the desired frame. It is against this
backdrop that innovative approaches are needed for provid-
ing the helping hand to the societies in distress. And the
answer seems to come from people like Sonu Sood and many
more who took initiatives on their own. There were organ-
isations like the Logical Indian who also played their role
in extending a helping hand. Sood is one among several who
make us think of Individual Social Responsibility or ISR. ISR
can play an important role in situations like the present one
when institutionalised mechanism are under strain. More
so, because there are many people who can afford to come
forward and all they need is a good dose of social facilita-
tion. ISR then can be the new phrase for the present times.
Of course, Plato had similar idea in mind when he said —
from each according to his capacity to each according to his
need. Every human being who can, must come forward. But
the motivation is needed. Governments have their limita-
tions and corporations have their priorities. May be inter-
ests, too. It is the individual who may play a stellar role. In
our ancient Indian thought it has been a clearly defined duty
to help others in distress. In Ramcharitmanas, Lord Ram has
categorically mentioned that the greatest religion is to help
others. In the Vedic literature also, this has been stated in
unambiguous terms. The Rigveda Samhita says that the rich
have to satisfy the poor. It also says that one should not be
selfish and consume all by himself. One who eats alone is a
sinner. The Atharvaveda Samhita says that wealth accumu-
lated with 100 hands should be distributed to 1,000 hands.
We find that in ancient Indian tradition the merchant guilds
engaged in activities relating to alleviation of suffering of poor.
Guilds undertook works of piety and charity as a matter of
duty. As we find Covid-19 progression reaching alarming
levels and large number of people suffering without means
to buy even bare necessities, it is important to embrace the
idea of ISR. Individual, like the corporation, is also a cre-
ation of the society and is responsible to the society. Those
who get an opportunity to help others are fortunate and there
is need to avail this chance. ISR, then, can work if the idea
is sold. The slogan for the present times is each one, feed
one.
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In life, we have to make many deci-
sions; some of which have enormous
significance for us. This decision-

making begins very early in our child-
hood. Though decisions made then
mainly relate to what one will eat, etc.,
but the process has started then itself.
Unfortunately, we make many mistakes
in such decision-making. Why? Because
we mostly don’t know all the factors. For
example, a child makes a friend in his
class. But he has no idea whether that
child is best for him as a friend.
Whenever we associate with anyone we
influence one another. If the child
chooses a child who is more intent on
bunking classes, etc, he maybe similar-
ly inclined after some time. 

So what is the intelligent thing to
do? For, even if we consider all aspects
relevant to any decision that we have to
make and act to the best of our knowl-
edge, there is always something that we
may miss out. Because, we are in no
position to know the truth in totality.

For instance, we know a few facts
about Coronavirus. One that it is more
likely to be passed on through close con-
tract with other human beings. Chances
of getting infected through inanimate
objects like packages are small. We can
protect ourselves to a great extent if we
practice social distancing very strictly.
Wearing of masks is absolutely manda-
tory in a public place. What we don’t
know about it is whether it is of ani-
mal/bird origin or has been artificially
created. What kind of substance will
trigger the production of antibodies in
our bodies? Will that substance be safe
for us human beings? What kind of
medicines will help cure? Research is
going on in multiple places all over the
world, but we don’t really know whether
we have our answers. We have been told

that it is a difficult virus to deal with
because it mutates. The list is long.

So are we (lost at least in the short-
term)? No, we are not. Because God
knows the answer, as He, being omni-
scient, knows all the aspects. He knows
the big picture. We need to approach.
Him, as did the famous soothsayers
Nostradamus and Baba Vanga.
Nostradamus meditated over brass pot
filled with water. Through these trances
he supposedly could see into the future.
The other famous example is of Baba
Vanga, who received her information
about future events from some sources.
Though there were not 100% accurate
in their predictions, but were mostly
right, which fact in itself is remarkable.

So what is the message? Some sci-
entists must be praying to God for
answers while they engage themselves
in the very difficult and time-consum-
ing task of finding the right vaccine and
cure for this dangerous virus? This is the
right approach, because at this time only
God knows the right answers. All the
forecasts about this virus have been
proven to be wrong like this virus can-

not survive in extreme hot weather con-
ditions. Unfortunately, astrologers,
palmists, etc. have proven to be no bet-
ter.

Sadly, scientists, even though believ-
ers of cause and effect theory, feel that
turning to God is unscientific. How
wrong can anyone be? If we reject the
entity, who is everything (Bhagawad
Gita 7.19) then, we have effectively
rejected the creation itself. People are
getting more and more despondent as
time passes. Then, why be so obstinate?
Personally, I am hoping that someone
somewhere is praying for answers,
who is in this line of finding vaccines
and cures, because he or she only can
understand the solution. Meanwhile, I
can only implore that we learn to accept
what we get and be comfortable with the
existing status. Because we have no role
to play in this except to follow the pro-
tocol to the avoid getting infected. And
make a practice of seeking God’s guid-
ance in every situation, which is not
straightforward. 
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The Hindu festival of Raksha
Bandhan, or ‘the bond of
protection,’ is celebrated all
over the country on the full
moon day of Shraavan, the

fifth month of the Hindu calendar.
This festival is also known as Slono,
which in Persian means ‘the new year’s
day.’ On this day in contemporary
India, sisters tie raakhi on their broth-
ers’ wrists with the belief that the
sacred thread will protect them from
all kinds of dangers and mishaps. 

This is the day that Hindu brah-
mins (traditionally the priest class)
change their janeyu (consecrated
thread tied across their torso). In
Maharashtra, people submerge
coconuts in the sea this day as offer-
ing to the gods; hence the day is also
called naariyali purnima (the full
moon night of the coconuts). It is also
generally considered auspicious to
start any new endeavour this day by
breaking coconut for good luck. The
Parsis also offer coconuts this day to
the sea god in devotion and prayer.

Interestingly, we see that coconut
is connected to nearly every aspect of

our life — births, weddings, deaths,
fasts, rituals, and festivals. But have we
ever given a serious thought to its sig-
nificance? If we were to closely inspect
a coconut, we will find that it has three
marks that seem like eyes, the upper
one reminiscent of the spiritual ‘third
eye’ or ‘shivnetra’ located between and
behind the eyebrows in humans. In
order to taste the coconut’s sweet water,
we have to bore its eye open; similar-
ly, in order to experience God within
us, we have to get our inner or third
eye opened.

And what is the janeyu-sanskaar
(the ritual of tying janeyu or a conse-
crated thread diagonally across one’s
torso) indicative of? According to
ancient custom, after receiving deek-
sha or initiation from one’s guru or
teacher, the student was supposed to
wear janeyu all his life to remind him
of the message of self-knowledge and
God-realisation inherent in the mantra
(holy chant) granted him by his guru.
Likewise, a perfect spiritual Master
helps the initiate attain the supreme
goal of human life, which is to find
everlasting merger of our soul in

God, and at the same time protects and
shelters the pupil through the various
ups and downs of material life.

When a sister ties a raakhi on to
her brother’s wrist, he promises to pro-
tect her always. But who is there to
protect the brother? Who is there capa-
ble enough to protect us in this world
and the next? Only a satguru or a per-
fect spiritual Master is competent
enough to help and support us
through the myriad pitfalls of life. On
the day of initiation, he ties us with an
invisible thread of protection that
shields us from harm every moment
of our life. To be initiated by a spiri-
tual adept is to ensure permanent get-
away from the incessant cycle of life
and death and to attain eternal salva-
tion during this very lifetime.

The satguru, full of love and com-
passion for our soul, initiates us into
the mysteries of the beyond. He gives
our soul a strong spiritual boost at the
time of initiation so that it is uplifted
and is able to concentrate on the inner
or third eye. 

The Bible says, “If thine eye be sin-
gle, thy whole body shall be full of

light.” A perfect spiritual adept enables
us to still our mind and focus it at the
seat of the soul, or our inner eye. As
the concentration of the mind deep-
ens at this spot, we gradually start
experiencing the divine light and
sound of God. The divine Engineer
attunes our instrument, the soul, to
receive the spiritual communication
from God. As in science, the process
must be done correctly to work.

The Master is not the physical
body, but a catalyst through which the
Divine can flow to us. It is always radi-
ating divine love. We can experience
that power of divine love when we turn
our attention from the world to the
channel of God within. The Master is
that divine Engineer, who through the
glance of grace, helps us switch our
channel from the world outside to God
within. On our own, we are tuned out.
If we are open to receive the spiritual
radiation and the glance of grace of the
Master, we will become tuned in to the
channel of God. Through initiation by
a spiritual Master, the spark of the
Divine is ignited so that through
meditation on the light and sound cur-
rent we journey through higher spir-
itual realms until our soul reconnects
with God.

When a fire is first lit, the flame
needs protection from being extin-
guished. Similarly, we need to tend the
spark of light illumining our soul. A
spiritual Master provides a protective
shield around our spark to maintain
it through a spiritual gathering called
satsang. “Satsang” literally means
“communion with truth.” It is a gath-
ering in which we can discover who
we are as soul, whether there is God,
and how to meditate to experience
these truths firsthand.

Some may ask, “What is the pur-
pose of getting together at a weekly sat-
sang? Why should we travel from our
homes to a weekly satsang gathering?”
These questions may seem reasonable
if satsang is considered to be a lecture
given by any speaker or a place to hear
talks that can be read for ourselves in
a book. Satsang is more than the oral
content of the program. Satsang has a
spiritual charging, the subtle effect of
which can elevate us spiritually. It pro-
tects us from the influences of the
worldly distractions that slow our spir-
itual progress. It helps us maintain our
spiritual flame.

Only our satguru can successful-
ly extract us from the wheel of contin-
uous transmigration into different
life forms and liberate our soul from
all worldly clutches. In this way, he
grants us true protection, not only dur-
ing our life on this earth but even after-
ward.
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The strengths and placements of plan-
ets in your horoscope are not an aim-
less permutation or a coincidental

combination but directly influence the
occurrences in your life. It is these phases
that we have to overpower with astrological
remedies as stated:

Mantra: Chanting mantras produce
energy-based sounds possessing vibrational
and resonating powers. Vedic astrology
considers nine planets, that is Sun, Moon,
Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus, Saturn, Rahu
and Ketu. Mantras are connected to a par-
ticular planet or a deity representative of
that planet thus chanting of these mantras
create the energy to avoid recurring hurdles
caused due to the planetary effect in life. A
few effective mantras are Navagraha
Mantra, Gayatri Mantra, Mahamrityunjaya
Mantra, Baglamukhi Mantra etc.

Yantra: Yantras are astrological armours
to protect you in the battles of your every-
day life. These can be carved on paper, tim-
ber or copper and must be placed at an easi-
ly visible space or else can be acquired in
the form of a body ornament. Yantras can
be effectively used as a remedial measure to
nullify the negative planetary effect. Various
yantras are used for various aspects of one’s
life and must be worshipped as a deity of
the planet. The yantra is considered to be
the form of a mantra. A few examples are
Navagraha Yantra, Shri Yantram, Shri
Mahalakshmi Yantra, Kubera Yantra etc. 

Fasting: Our ancient vedic literature
has various instances of gurus meditating in
woods for years and acquiring mystical
powers once their tapasya is complete.
Similar is the concept of fasting as an astro-
logical remedy. Fasting takes you a step
closer to spirituality and in possession of
innate powers. If done in the correct man-
ner the hurdles in life are erased and new
opportunities arise to lead you to peaceful
paths. 

Vedic rituals: Vedic rituals invite posi-
tive vibes in your life and exude the nega-
tive energy that hinders your achievements.
These rituals involve yagnas which enrich
your life and bring solace. Rituals are
supremely effective as they affect your sur-
roundings both physically and spiritually.
The heat from the yagna’s fire and sound of
chanting mantras meet together to generate
physical, mental and emotional well-being.
There are different rituals that are needed to
be performed which depends on the posi-
tion of different planets and your zodiac.
Apart from chanting ritual and yagna other
rituals like Navgraha Shanti, Rudrabhishek,
Shat Chandi, Mahayagna, Baglamukhi etc.
must be practiced.

Gemstones: Gemstones are an effective
remedy. Each planet is associated to a gem-
stone which has the power to double the
effect of the planet in your life. Thus, it is
beneficial to wear gemstones of only posi-
tive planets as it will significantly increase
the positive energy in your life. It is also
important to be very cautious while choos-
ing a gemstone and the particular finger in

which it is to be worn. Since, utmost care is
needed, consultation from a experienced
astrologer should be asked for.

Donations/Charity: A supreme remedy
to terminate the ill effects of your karma
done in any incarnation is charity. To help
the deserving and right people and institu-
tions is the key to receive material and spiri-
tual blessings as per the vedic scripture.
Charity and philanthropy are always good
for everyone, so for you.

Do remember: astrological remedies
should be relevant to the Desh (place), Kaal
(time) and Patra (distinctive identity) of the
doer. You have the power to attract or repel
the solution to your obstacles in life. Thus,
it is important to believe in what you do.
The remedies must be performed only if
you have total faith and are fully convinced
of them. Understand, remedies do not
change your Destiny; they help you to
understand why things are the way they are
and empower you to face them better and
be least affected by their impact. 
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The US Congress has just created

a history. It has testified the four
big leaders of corporate family,
including the richest man on this
planet, Jeff Bezos. Of course, this
hearing was a virtual one. Apart from
Bezos, the other three bigwigs are
Apple’s Tim Cook, Google’s 
Sundar Pichai and Facebook’s 
Mark Zuckerberg.

When the four big techies land-
ed up in the Capitol Hill, the only
question that arose in our mind is:
Do all these big corporations use
their power and reach to crush their
rivals and take advantage of the sit-
uation? This overarching question
has indeed bothered many in the cor-
porate world, both businessmen and
academics for decades since the
sharp rise of tech and e-commerce
giants such as Amazon.

This remarkable investigation
process is carried out by the House
Judiciary Committee’s antitrust
panel. The main focus of investiga-
tion is the incredible rise in their
power in comparison to other cor-
porate houses. Precisely, it has been
a year-long investigation that has
covered 1.3 million documents,
accompanied by hundreds of hours
of hearings and of course, closed-
door briefs. Their Congressional
questioning session on July 29 has
only marked the culmination of this
entire saga of enquiry. On record, this
has remained the biggest
Congressional hearing of this kind
since the questioning of Bill Gates of
Microsoft in the year 1998.

These four companies literally
shape how billions of people learn,
communicate, work, shop and spe-
cially spend their daily life.
Interestingly more and more
Democrats and the Republicans
have come together to take on the ris-
ing power of the Silicon Valley.

What can come in the future is
that the investigations carried out by
the regulators both in America and
in Europe could initiate law suits and
force break-ups of these giants.
Many say that the decisions taken

which are supposed to come in
weeks may reshape the tech indus-
try. It all depends how the statecraft
takes on the economic powerhouse
of the world.

All the big four were forced to
defend their companies, practices
and techniques of using their huge
market power, to acquire or stamp
out rivals, including the use of vast
repository of data in front of the
House Judiciary Committee. They
also tried to downplay the size and
power of their enterprises. However,
majority of the Congressmen were
left unimpressed by the very defen-
sive arguments offered by the tech
giants. David Cicilline, the chair of
the Sub-committee, concluded that
some of the tech companies need to
be broken up and the rest need to be
properly regulated.

When the question of regulation
of the corporate, along with other
business legislations, surfaces, the US
Antitrust Laws have been able to
maintain public trust. It is the set of
the Antitrust Laws that solely pro-
tects the interests of the customers.
These laws have a history of almost
130 years in the US. The first
Antitrust Law was passed by the
Congress in the year 1890, known as
the Sherman Act. Its main aim was
to build a “comprehensive charter of

economic liberty aimed at preserv-
ing free and unfettered competition
as the rule of trade”. But in 1914, dur-
ing the course of the First World War,
once again the American Federal
Legislature passed two additional
Antitrust Laws, namely: a) The
Federal Trade Commission Act, and
b) The Clayton Act. Interestingly,
these are the three cardinal Antitrust
Laws that are in existence across 
the country, albeit with some 
crucial revisions.

Now the point is what does
these Antitrust Laws do? In gener-
al, they proscribe unlawful mergers
and trade practices. But of course, it
is the judiciary that is supreme in
deciding which is unlawful, based on
the evidences in each case. Since
1890, the courts around America
have applied these laws in such a way
that it suits the changing waves of
time, starting from the good old days
of street business to the all-encom-
passing age of digitisation. The
American Federal Trade
Commission (FTC) further makes
the intention of the Antitrust Laws
clear: “Yet for over 100 years, the
Antitrust Laws have had the same
basic objective: to protect the process
of competition for the benefit of con-
sumers, making sure there are strong
incentives for businesses to operate

efficiently, keep prices down and
keep quality up”. After looking at this,
there would be no iota of doubt that
American businesses have to per-
form better and do good for the pub-
lic. And they are in no way far away
from the so-called “Public 
Square”, right under the gaze of the
common man. 

With these serious deliberations
by the Congressmen, what America
might need to check the abuse of
power, position and influence by the
giant enterprises? The moment now
is for a clarion call to ensure that big
businesses do not devour the small,
medium and the emerging ones in
the race to accumulating their wealth
and power. But the business corpo-
rations in the US have generated
more than enough power to influ-
ence public discourse in a span of
more than two hundred years. Unlike
many other democratic countries,
these enterprises have responded to
situations both individually and as a
group much beyond their narrow
economic interests. And at times, the
trading community has resorted to
the mechanism of corporate social
responsibility to serve the common
interests of public over the years.
That is how especially the modern
American business houses have
earned public acceptance, support

and more particularly, endorsement
across the country. Further their
ever-expanding role in public sphere
has helped them to achieve social
legitimacy since the nineteenth cen-
tury. But in January 21, 2010, the US
Federal Court handed down a his-
toric judgment on the very nature of
the legal personality of the modern
corporation. In the case, the Citizens
United vs Federal Election
Commission, the court rejected the
corporate campaign limits. This has
overruled years of legal precedents
maintaining rules to prevent the flow
of corporate fund for political cam-
paigns. The majority judgment in
this case highlighted the argument
that the right to free speech guaran-
teed by the Constitution extended to
corporations as well as humans.
Then onwards the business com-
munity has been armed with more
opportunities to directly influence
the power corridors of the country
on an unlimited scale. Unfortunately,
in 2011, the American people once
again came out to the road to protest
against the corporations under a
post-globalised banner called
“Occupy the Wall Street”. What the
protesters stated was that they rep-
resent “Other 99 per cent” and the
business is not alone in the shaping
of this great land. This movement

clearly highlighted the rising corpo-
rate power and especially alleged
Wall Street influence on major pol-
icy making platforms in and around
the federal and state governments
across America. Besides, the pro-
testers underlined the emerging
income inequality and a host of social
justice issues that particularly afflict-
ed the common American people.
However the naysayers debunked the
movement as none other than an
attack on capitalism. And more
other such upheavals in the recent
past have succinctly bring home the
point that over the years the corpo-
rations have acquired unrivalled
power in American society.

It’s the right moment to recall
what John Kenneth Galbraith, a
Canadian-American economist, a
pioneer of the 20th century
American liberalism, once echoed
the need of the “Countervailing
Power”. This is the power of the
Government or other institutions in
the society to offset corporate power
and ensure that abuses are curbed,
and the public is well served by cor-
porations in each era. Therefore, the
excesses brought by the Facebook,
Amazon, Google and Apple, as per
the investigations conducted by the
Congress need to be countered seri-
ously and gradually. This will sure-
ly bolster sustaining the faith of the
populace on the modern corpora-
tions. And further, such measures
would strengthen the long arm and
influence of the business better in
doing good for the society. Then
automatically, people would realise
that economic benefits heralded by
corporations are truly substantial and
are fairly distributed in the American
society irrespective of any differ-
ences. Thus questioning the four big
techies have once again send the sig-
nal that modern corporations may be
mightier and richer, but their unfair
practices can rightly be checked by
the all-powerful Congress.

(The writer is an expert on inter-
national affairs)
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The United States of

America and China have
emerged as a curious admix-
ture with the Chinese hege-
monic designs finding a pre-
ponderant reflection in the
contemporary state of world
politics and the larger ecosys-
tem of global bonhomie. The
US has always been part of a
prominent and malefactor
myth as a global dominator and
an arm-twisting dominion
which is cruel and excessively
predatory. It is in effect only a
national actor which acts on
sheer national interest which
any sovereign nation and its
diplomatists would do. In fact,
it’s the designs of the People’s
Republic of China which are
holding the entire comity of
nations in a state of strategic
and geo-economic fix.

All in all, the strange
Chinese origins of the coron-
avirus, the reflection of Chinese
“institutions” such as the World
Health Organization along with
the recent India-Sino border
stand-off have exposed the
Han for what they are. They re-
emphasise their identity as
pompous and vitriolic power
mongers, who are out on an
adventure of territorial world
domination. These streets are
very harmful for the upkeep of
international cooperation and
camaraderie in the larger rubric
of the international system
which makes it essential for the
emergence of a global coalition
to contain and stem the
Chinese hegemony and the
global regime of autocracy.

It all began on a negative
note, wherein US President
Donald Trump imposed telling
economic tariffs on the
Chinese goods contending that
the “Chinese steal our nation
and its profits”, as per one
excerpt from his numerous
instances of Tweeter diploma-
cy. President Trump attempted
to reduce the trade deficit with
China and the recalcitrant
Chinese hit back with com-
pounding sanctions of the larg-
er American business interests.
All this confrontation, initiat-

ed an avalanche of recalcitrant
moves and counter moves on
the part of both the nations,
one being a true blue super-
power and the other being a
hyper geo-economic power
aiming to knock off the US
from its steed as the global reg-
ulator in order to occupy the
geo-economic and geo-strate-
gic perch.

Thus, on the lines of a
largely geo-political stand-off
between the Americans and
the Soviet Union during the
days of cold war, Russia has
been replaced by the Han as the
American bête noir in the con-
temporary sense of the term. In
these testy Covid times, both the
nations are at loggerheads with
the Chinese striving to replicate
a coup d’etat in the new trou-
bling age of the pandemic.

The web think tank
Diplomat reports: “The
Chinese National People’s
Congress recently introduced a
draft decision to put in place
laws and enforcement mea-
sures in Hong Kong ostensibly
to ‘safeguard national security’,
outlawing any act of ‘secession,
subversion or foreign interfer-
ence’. In 2003 (ironically, the
year of the SARS outbreak), the
Hong Kong authorities’ effort
to ram through a similar law
was derailed by protests.” 

Also, to act in unison with
the Chinese communist
autarchy, the US senate too
passed a resolution in order to
stem the tide and to respond to
the Chinese dressing down the
denizens of Hong Kong.
Taiwan can be another flash-
point in the near future which

can derail the bandwagon of
the Chinese trade outreach.
The man in the White House
has already declared the United
States is taking off the special
autonomous zone status from
the besieged free-trade citadel
of Hong Kong which casts
aspersions on the dubious
human rights record of the
Han. The American support
and ideological succour to the
Taiwanese regime always hangs
as a sword of Damocles upon
the suppressed communist
largesse of the People’s Republic
of China. And finally, the whole
world waits with bated breadth
about what will be the impact
and consequence of the
American Pacific fleet in waters
of the allied nation-state of
Philippines which can be
appreciably read as a kind of a

naval demarche to the hege-
monic designs of the People’s
Republic of China.

The background and the
related facts in the Taiwan
Relations Act of the US
Congress categorically affirm
the “one China” policy of the
Chinese regime but still floors
the Chinese by adding that
America will maintain cultur-
al, commercial and other unof-
ficial relationship with the peo-
ple of Taiwan but will 
recognise the Government in
Beijing as the sole Government
of China. This leaves the status
of Taiwan in a kind of ambi-
guity and along with it the
tirade room is created between
the US and China. 

The act promulgated in
the year 1979 paved a way for
the belittlement of Taiwan,

wherein, the Americans vowed
to hold the sanctity of all
treaties and international
agreements with China run-
ning short of sovereignty and
promised to pose trust in the
trade and commerce element of
the agreements with Taiwan.
Finally, an American institute
in Taiwan was framed in order
to serve as housing the
American representative short
of a full-fledged Ambassador in
the twilight zone of Taiwan.

President Trump faces an
uphill electoral task in the light
of the China virus scrutiny in
the American homeland. China
too flagellates itself and can be
enumerated as a tangible threat
to world peace and stoic sto-
lidity but the US will not let it
slip away so easily. As an
adjunct to the larger narrative

of trade wars, China has
warned Washington not to
excessively suppress the
Chinese companies of the order
of Huawei. On the geo-politi-
cal fence too, China is engag-
ing America on the question of
supporting the pro-democracy
protests in the city citadel of
Hong Kong.

The British Broadcasting
Corporation reports: “Asked
why he did not use the Global
Magnitsky Act — passed by
Congress in 2016 to counter
human rights violations — Mr
Trump said, ‘Nobody’s men-
tioned it specifically to me
with regard to China’. The
Axios also pressed Mr Trump
on the allegation from Mr
Bolton, his ex-national securi-
ty adviser, that he had asked
President Xi to help him win re-
election by buying agricultur-
al produce from US farmers.” 

The allegation that
President Trump indicated to
the Chinese political denomi-
nation about lending a helping
hand in his re-lection too
appears both farfetched and a
lie with not too many legs to
carry the lie to successful com-
pletion. One can also hark
back to the month of January
before the advent of a Covid-
ridden world wherein
President Trump heaped a
mammoth sanction on Chinese
imports of the order of 360 bil-
lion dollars along with attract-
ing Chinese counter sanctions
on American exports of the
order of around 110 billion dol-
lars in an effort to balance the
cold war two’s account sheet.
Apart from the geo-economics
part of it, the recent maritime
activity by one of the many
American naval fleets near
Philippines makes the pitch
complicated for China in the
light of the border stand-off
with India, wherein it’s the
time for Gun Boat Diplomacy
in the reverse order.

(The writer teaches at
International Relations and
International Organisations,
IIPA, New Delhi)
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The takeaway from the previous
issue is that we are all an insepa-
rable part of a unified organism,

where no individual has a reality inde-
pendent of the whole, all framed into
and interdependent framework. In this
scheme of things, the efforts of all put
together carries on the cycle of life,
individually and collectively. By oneself,
we can’t meet even our bare existential
needs. We, thus, have a shared destiny.
It, therefore, becomes a compulsive
need to live in accord with all and
sundry. Otherwise, irresponsible con-
duct of even a few could prove heavy
for the whole world as is evidence as on
date. The paradox, however, is that
every being is born unique, all carrying
varying traits, invariably driven by a
sense of ‘I’, often at odds with others.
The living world, thus, turns out to be a
natural breeding ground for conflict of
interests. That makes collective living in
peace and harmony a really challenging
task. Truth remains that the clash of ‘I’
has been driving us crazy, leading to all
familial and societal discord, which has
been of late growing day by day all
across the globe. What’s the way out?

The obvious calling is to become

aware of the working modalities of such
a complex living order holistically. We
may then know, where and how we fit
into the game plane of this large world.
Becoming aware, thus, we may be able
to work out ways and means to relate to
the living world with ease and comfort
so as to live in peace and harmony
overriding all individual limitations.
Our learned masters realised quite early
that it is only the sense of ‘unity con-
sciousness’ live in our minds that can
facilitate living in accord with each
other, the absence of which increases
intolerance and impatience. To drill this
vital truth in our minds, they made
provision for visiting temples of wor-
ship and places of pilgrimage. People of
all caste and creed, rich or poor, edu-
cated or illiterate are to be there under
one roof, without any sense of differen-
tiation. When you go there in prayer
mode, you bow before a deity, some-
thing you feel is superior to you.
Momentarily though, but you temper
down your ego. If, over a period of
time, that becomes your habit, individ-
ualistic ego gets tempered down to your
advantage. As numerous people visit
such places in prayer mode, with time,

the collective consciousness of such
places becomes so rich that it heals you.

Guru Nanak Dev ji gave the con-
cept of ‘unity consciousness’ a humane
touch by initiating the concept of lan-
gars in Gurudwaras for mass feeding
without any sense of discrimination.
People of any religion are welcome. In
times of distress, they are one of the
first to come forward. It is all happen-
ing with people’s collective efforts and
contribution. Those carrying on the
service feel that they are doing all this
in the service of God. What a beautiful
tradition indeed!

Pursuing the belief driven tradition
in a cult mode may though give you a
sense of satisfaction. You may feel that
you become due for divine blessing for
paying obeisance to God. That, howev-
er, may not necessarily raise your
human capital. The sense of divide may
still not get away from our conscious-
ness, as we normally visit temples and
places of pilgrimage for individualistic
gains. Here it is worth reminding that
every living being is actually a temple of
God. So long as the divine conscious-
ness is available within, all your dynam-
ic functionalities, which includes the
‘power of knowing’ remains in play.

When the element of consciousness is
unavailable, you become dead matter.
Do we ever care to service the temple of
God that we all are, so as to come out
with our best? For, usually we are not
able to avail of wholesome power inher-
ent with consciousness element. We
could hardly use 5 to 7 percent of our
indwelling potential, which is available
by default. More than that is subject to
conscious efforts. You need to turn your
attention inwards and try to tune up
well with the consciousness element.
You then, not only become aware of
your own self, you may eventually know
the whole. But preparatory to that, you
need to purify your mind of all its pre-
conditioning and limitations. Following
which, the whole landscape of mind will
become accessible, when full human
potential may get unfolded. The level of
one’s consciousness would be at its peak.
Highest level of awareness will be avail-
able, which spontaneously playing out
in a being is Godliness.
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