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The US Embassy in New Delhi
and consulates in various
cities, including Hyderabad,
will begin processing student
and academic exchange visitor
visa applications on a limited
basis on August 17, the
Consulate here said on Friday.

We are pleased to announce
that consular sections at the
U.S. Embassy in New Delhi
and our Consulates in
Mumbai, Chennai, Hyderabad,
and Kolkata will begin pro-
cessing of student and acade-
mic exchange visitor visa appli-
cations on a limited basis on
August 17, it said in a release.

The visa processing will be
done first for emergency stu-
dent and exchange visitor
appointment requests received
prior to August 12 and then
offer public appointments,
according to the release.

Prospective students and
exchange visitors should
schedule an appointment no
more than three weeks prior to
their class start date and the
respective consular sections
expect appointment slots to be
filled quickly, it added.

Though student visas are a

high priority and every effort
will be made to assist their visa
applicants in a timely fashion,
while keeping customers and
staff safe, it is not possible to
accommodate all requests in
time for the start of the fall
semester, the release said.
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The Ashok Gehlot govern-
ment won a confidence vote
in the Rajasthan Assembly on
Friday, ending the threat trig-
gered by a rebellion within the
Congress ranks in the state.

The motion of confidence
moved by
Parliamen-
tary Affairs
M i n i s t e r
S h a n t i
D h a r i w a l
was passed
by voice vote,
an expected win after the
return of the 19 dissident
Congress MLAs led by
Sachin Pilot to the party-fold.

PM Modi may announce
‘One Nation One Health’ card
�)�
� )�����/"'

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will be addressing the
nation on August 15, India's
74th Independence Day, from
the ramparts of the iconic Red
Fort. During his I-Day speech,
the PM is expected to make
an important announce-
ment on the 'One Nation
One Health Card' scheme.

This is being done to
keep the health records of
every citizen of the
country in a dig-
ital format.
Under the
' O n e
N a t i o n

One Health Card'
scheme, a person's
medical history
records, including
all the treatments
and tests that the
person has under-

gone, will be
digita l ly

saved in
t h i s

card.

Hospitals, clinics, and doc-
tors will all be linked to a cen-
tral server. However, it is com-
pletely up to hospitals and cit-
izens, whether they want to opt
for the 'One Nation One
Health Card' scheme or not.

A unique ID will be issued
to every citizen who opts for
this card, through which
he/she will be able to log in to
the system.
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The Covid-19 pandemic has
made home delivery of prod-
ucts and services a require-
ment, with an increasing num-
ber of major players catering to
the stay-at-home folks who
are barely interested in remain-
ing sober, come what may.

Lifting the spirits of those
eagerly awaiting home delivery
of liquor, Walmart’s e-com-
merce platform Flipkart has
partnered with a startup
backed by spirits giant Diageo
to deliver alcohol in two Indian
cities, according to govern-

ment letters accessed by media,
months after Amazon planned
a similar foray. 

The interest shown by
Flipkart and Amazon in deliv-

ering alcohol in India marks a
bold move to make inroads
into an alcohol market that is
worth $27.2 billion, according
to estimates by IWSR Drinks

Market Analysis. 
The local governments of

eastern West Bengal
and Odisha states
have said that
Flipkart can be
associated as a tech-
nology service
provider of Diageo-backed
HipBar, an Indian alcohol home

delivery mobile application. 
Flipkart’s customers will be

allowed to access
HipBar’s application
on the e-commerce
giant’s platforms,
according to the let-
ters, which have not

previously been reported.  
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The Dubbaka Assembly con-
stituency by-election may not
be unanimous, as per present
indications.  For,  on Friday
TPCC chief N Uttam Kumar
Reddy made it clear that the
Congress would contest the
Dubbaka by-election whenev-
er it may be held.  

The sudden demise of
four-time MLA Solipeta
Ramalinga Reddy has
necessitated the by-
election.

Uttam Kumar
Reddy scotched the
statement of
Congress legislator
from Sangareddy T Jagga
Reddy that efforts would be
made to convince the party to
let the Dubbaka by-election be
unanimous if someone from
the family of the departed
MLA Solipeta Ramalinga
Reddy is fielded. He termed
Jagga's statement as an expres-
sion of personal opinion. 

This being so, the Telangana
Rashtra Samiti has not yet
made any statement on
whether it would try to make
the by-election unanimous by
convincing the opposition par-
ties.  There are indications
that the ruling party might give
the ticket to Ramalinga Reddy's

wife or his son and
thus win the seat eas-
ily on sympathy vote. 

No other party
has made any move

on the by-election. It
is learnt that the

Bharatiya Janata Party is
going to field its candidate for
the Dubbaka by-poll, though
the party's state unit has not
yet made any statement to that
effect. It is a different matter
that State party chief Bandi
Sanjay Kumar,in his condo-
lence message, had praised the
services rendered by Solipeta
Ramalinga Reddy. 

Amidst all this, what did not
go unnoticed was that the
TPCC chief 's statement on the
bypoll comes on the occasion
of TJS leader from Siddipet
Bhavani Reddy joining the
Congress. 

�)�
� &"�))�'

Veteran playback singer S P
Balasubrahmanyam, who has
tested positive for COVID-19,
was in a "critical" condition
after his health deteriorated,
the private hospital treating
him said on Friday.

The 74-year old singer was
on life support in the Intensive
Care Unit (ICU) and current-
ly under observation by a team
of experts from critical care, a
health bulletin issued by MGM
Healthcare, where he was
admitted on August 5, said.

"There has been a setback in
the health of Thiru (Mr) S P
Balasubrahmanyam.... in a late
night development on August
13, his condition had deterio-
rated," MGM Healthcare
Assistant Director of Medical

Services Dr Anuradha
Baskaran said.

The hospital had on
Thursday said he was "stable."
"... based on the advice of the
expert medical team attending
to him, he has been moved to
the ICU and he is on life sup-
port and his condition remains
critical," Baskaran added.
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Fourteen police officers from
Telangana State are among
those who have been award-
ed Police Medal for Gallantry
(PMG), President's Police
Medal (PPM) and Indian
Police Medal (IPM) on the
occasion of Independence
Day celebrations.

The Ministry of Home
Affairs  on Fr iday
announced the list of gal-
lantr y medal  awardees
among police personnel
across the country. 

A Sub-Inspector Mogulla
Venkateswar Goud and a
head constable Mohammed
Meharajuddin have been
conferred the Police Medal
for Gallantry.
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Cong decides to
contest in Dubbaka 
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GVK Group auditors cite non-
cooperation, seek to resign
�)�
� "=��4����

Price Waterhouse Chartered
Accountants LLP, statutory audi-
tors of GVK Power and
Infrastructure Ltd, have submit-
ted their proposed resignation let-
ter as the beleaguered group is not
providing them with the neces-
sary information for audit of the
financial statements for FY20, a
filing from GVK to stock
exchanges said on Friday. The
auditors alleged that despite sev-
eral communications to GVK,
the group did not provide them
with necessary information.

"In view of various matters
described in our communica-
tions, including the recent events
in relation to company’s sub-
sidiary Mumbai International
Airport Ltd (MIAL), we have
assessed the appropriateness of
our continuance as the statuto-
ry auditor of the company in
terms of Standard on Quality
Control.." the auditors said.
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In a sensational catch of a
repeat offender, sleuths of the
Anti-Corruption Bureau on
Friday night caught red-hand-
ed the MRO of Keesara for
demanding and accepting Rs
1.10 crore as bribe at his resi-
dence in AS Rao Nagar to set-
tle a land dispute. 

The ACB officials took
Nagaraju and three others into
custody in connection with the
case. Those detained include
real estate broker Srinath,
Kannada Anji Reddy and vil-
lage revenue assistant Bongu
Sairaju, 32. 

Currently, ACB officials are
conducted searches at the AS
Rao Nagar residence of the

MRO all through the night on
Saturday. 
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Soon Amazon, Walmart to deliver liquor at your home 

Covid positive SPB  is
‘critical,’ says hospital 

Desperate for salaries, teachers approach HC
)�,����
��%&����&�
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Despite umpteen protests, meet-
ings and representations to var-
ious bodies, lecturers of various
universities in Telangana have
not been paid salaries for
months, with the state educa-

tional authorities lacking teeth as
well as the moral authority to
ensure complaince by
managements of colleges. 

Desperate for a solu-
tion, educational activists
and associations have now
filed a case in the Telangana
High Court against the

Telangana State government,
Jawaharlal Nehru

Technological University
-- Hyderabad (JNTU-
H), Osmania University
(OU) and Kakatiya

University (KU) for non-
implementation of GO 45

regarding payment of salaries.

Explaining the matter, D
Srinivas Varma, Telangana
Technical Institutions Employees
Association (TTIEA) General
Secretary, says, "There are around
70,000 teachers under JNTU alone.
Most people haven't been paid
salaries for at least five months. 
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If the price differential of
liquor in two adjacent states
is wide enough, it pays to
source the product through
couriers. 

This is what some people
here were thinking until the
excise police busted a liquor
mafia gang smuggling liquor
from other states. 

Authorities seized 525 bot-
tles from a gang of four per-
sons who had sourced the
liquor from Telangana
through a courier. 
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MRO caught with Rs 1.1 cr graft money 
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F
our primary adminis-
trative practices — strat-
egy, execution, culture

and structure — determine
the success of public pro-
grammes. 

These are supplemented by
secondary practices — talent,
innovation, leadership, con-
vergence and partnerships.
The four primary practices
were discussed in detail earli-
er (The Pioneer, 25 July 2020).
Here, the focus is on the prac-
tice of leadership expected
from administrators while
grappling with Covid-19. 

At the cost of over-simpli-
fication, it is possible to divide
the career pathway of the
administrator into two —
postings in Districts, and at
the State/Centre. During their
District tenures, administra-
tive officers make decisions in
the field “by doing things
again and again, failing, suc-
ceeding … getting a feel for a
problem, learning when to go
by the book and when to
‘stretch’ the rules”. 

Experiences of decision-

making in direct contact with
reality situations is stored in
the mind of the administra-
tor as know how and know
what of making sound judg-
ments, and engaging in good
practice. 

Proficient performance at
higher levels (Centre/State)
requires something more than
mere recycling of the “reper-
toire of experiences”.
Administrators are required
to   size up complex situations
and make rapid decisions
that are not just good, but
brilliant. This requires (1)
challenging conventional
thinking based on experi-
ence and innovation during
the process, (2) knowing how
to move ahead when stuck
while repeating and adapting
from their own and others’
experiences, and (3) under-
standing the implications of
their decisions in the wider

political economy.
Theory fulfils this gap in

the way described by Charlie
Munger, Warren Buffet’s close
confidante: “Well, the first
rule is that you can’t really
know anything if you just
remember isolated facts (or
experiences) and try and bang
’em back. If the facts don’t
hang together on a lattice-
work of theory, you don’t
have them in a usable form.
You’ve got to have models in
your head. And you’ve got to
array your experience both
vicarious and direct on this
latticework of models. …

You’ve got to hang experience
on a latticework of models in
your head.”

Administrators often com-
plain that theories are not
useful in real-life settings
(theory-practice gap).
Actually, administrators are
unable to connect “which
theory” with “what kind of
practice”, and what is required
is to learn to connect the right
knowledge with the right
experience in the way exem-
plified below. 

It is well known that the
spread of Covid virus follows
a geometric progression (1, 2,

4, 8, 16) — if one person
infects two, two infect four,
and so on. One major objec-
tive is to drive down the rate
of infection by reducing per-
son-to-person contact.
Ordinarily, coercion (e.g.
fines) is used to impose lock-
down and/or mask use, social

distancing and hand washing. 
This is based on the well-

known assumption in eco-
nomics that humans behave
rationally (in self-interest)
and would avoid behaviours
that are likely to be penalised.
However, as any seasoned
administrator knows, keeping
people indoors for long peri-
ods of time is extremely dif-
ficult. If humans behave in
not-so-rational ways, then
one has to look for models
elsewhere. 

Mental models of behav-
ioural biases enable adminis-
trators to understand why
people do not behave in their
self-interest, as well as make
people behave in desirable
ways. In Covid-control the
following behavioural biases
have potential use: (1) opti-
mism bias, where one under-
estimates the risk caused by the
virus, particularly if there has

not been any direct contact
with infected individuals, (2)
overconfidence effect, in which
one believes that being young
and healthy makes them
immune to the virus, (3) sta-
tus quo effect occurs when one
is unwilling to change one’s
social life, and (4) present bias
means having a strong prefer-
ence for immediate earnings,
even at the risk of being
exposed to the virus with long-
term ill-effects on health.

Some of the tools available
to counter such biases are: (1)
making people see more and
more individuals, particular-
ly people they like and
respect, using masks and
maintaining social distance.
This leads to the bandwagon
effect in which individuals
tend to follow the crowd, (2)
including people in Covid-
control operations. Helping to
protect others from infection

induces a sense of pride in
individuals, and (3) making
home services available and
giving frequent reminders
that prompts the focus of
peoples’ attention on Covid-
19 and makes them engage in
self-protecting behaviours. 

All in all, right mental
models add a great value to
standard restrictive policy
measures, particularly in
Covid-control. For adminis-
trators, the central message is
that possessing the network of
right mental models is expect-
ed to empower them to
organise their experiences in
a way that gives strategic
depth to otherwise chaotic
experiences. 

(Author is a Ph.D. from
USA and a D.Litt. from

Kanchi University. 
The article is based on his
research and practice and

views are personal)
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For the past few days, India's
single-day count of Covid-19
cases has been more than that
of the US and Brazil, the two
worst-hit nations in terms of
infections.

In India, the Covid-19 cases
have crossed the 20-lakh mark
and during these testing times,
timely detection and preven-
tion are key aspects to avoid
further complications. Covid-
19 stays in the body for only
nine days. The recovery rate of
people with the infection is
high and even the fatality rate
is low. The key is to remember
that even in patients with
comorbidities, precaution and
prevention must be the norm.

Speaking about the impor-
tance of prevention, detection
and treatment of Covid-19, Dr
KK Aggarwal, President,
Confederation of Medical
Association of Asia and
Oceania (CMAAO), said, "In
patients suffering from Covid-
19, two receptors are found to

be significant - "CD 26", which
increases with age and "ACE
-2". Coronavirus binds to the
cells in the body having these
two receptors. These cells are
responsible for increasing the
inflammatory reaction in the
body arising due to cytokine
storm of Covid-19 also called
IL-6. Research indicates that
antibiotics not only inhibit the
generation "IL-6" but also
limit the proliferation of
virus."

"Earlier, it was believed that
antibiotics and steroids should

not be used while treating
viral infections. However, now,
in Covid-19 patients, adminis-
tering both these at an early
stage forms the standard mode
of treatment. Antibiotics that
have anti-inflammatory, anti-
viral and broad spectrum activ-
ity should be chosen. Currently
as a practice Doxycycline and
Azithromycin are being used in
the management of
Coronavirus," he further said.

A recent study conducted in
Bangladesh & other scientific
evidence has confirmed the

efficacy of Doxycycline 100mg
BD in Covid- 19 treatment
along with Ivermectin.
"Doxycycline is a DCGI
approved broad spectrum
antibiotic with all three char-
acteristics. It is also used in
treating dengue and malaria
which are common during
monsoon. ICMR is also look-
ing into the protocol. The
Government of Maharashtra
has included Doxycycline in
the standard treatment proto-
col of Covid 19," he added.

"Coronavirus hit patients
with predominant pulmonary
involvement may require oxy-
gen supply and 1 per cent of
those in a hyper inflammato-
ry state may need ventilator
support. It is important to
raise awareness about Covid-
19 prevention through precau-
tions such as maintaining res-
piratory hygiene and cough eti-
quette. Proper hand hygiene is
also crucial. Last but not the
least, cohort isolation today
allows multiple people with
Covid-19 to stay together with
masking," he concluded. 
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Telangana's Coronavirus cases'
tally crossed the 88,000-mark
on Friday as 1,921 new cases
were detected across the state
during the last 24 hours, offi-
cials said. Nine more fatalities
pushed the state's death toll to
674. Of the total 88,396 cases
in Telangana now, active cases
total 23,438, including 16,439
in home or institutional isola-
tion. More than 84 per cent of
those in home isolation are
asymptomatic.

The fatality rate in the state
stands at 0.76 per cent as
against the national average of
1.96 per cent. Officials said
53.87 per cent of the deceased
COVID-19 patients had
comorbidities. The number of
tests conducted in the state
mounted to 7,11,196. A total of
39 testing laboratories and
323 rapid antigen testing cen-
tres conducted 22,046 more
tests as against the state's tar-
get of 5,600. The World Health
Organisation benchmark is
140 tests per million per day.

Test results of 1,151 samples
were awaited. Samples tested

per million population stood at
19,156 in Telangana. Officials
said that 1,210 corona patients
had recovered during the last
24 hours, taking the cumula-
tive recoveries to 64,284. The
state has a recovery rate of
72.72 per cent as against the
national average of 70.76 per
cent. During the last 24 hours
ending 8 pm on Thursday,
Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) and
surrounding districts again
witnessed a spike in new cases.

GHMC recorded 356 new
cases as against 298 the previ-
ous day. Medchal Malkajgiri
and Rangareddy bordering
GHMC reported 168 and 134
cases respectively. Sangareddy,
another district which shares
borders with the state capital,
reported 90 new infections.

Warangal Urban was one of
the second worst-affected dis-
trict with 74 new infections.
There were 73 new cases each
in Karimnagar and Nalgonda,
71 in Khammam, 54 in
Peddapalli, 47 in Suryapet, 38
in Jangaon, 51 in Jogulamba
Gadwal, and 40 in Jagtiyal.

According to the media bul-

letin released by the Director
of Public Health and Family
Welfare, the new cases were
reported from all 33 districts.
Data showed that 65.9 per
cent of those tested corona
positive were in the age group
of 21-50. "In the light of the
high incidences of infections in
this age group, such people are
requested not to go out, unless
absolutely necessary. In case
they are required to go out,
they should strictly exercise
precautions like wearing of
face masks and maintenance of
physical distancing," the bul-
letin said.

Among corona positive
cases, 24.4 per cent were above
the age of 51. About 10 per
cent were aged below 20.
"Children less than 10 years
and elders above 60 years are
advised to avoid moving out-
doors. They ought to stay
indoors," it added. Officials
said 65.10 per cent of those
tested positive were males and
34.90 per cent females.

According to the media bul-
letin, out of 20,396 beds in gov-
ernment-run hospitals, 17,784
beds were vacant. 
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Gramodaya Chamber of
Commerce and Technology
(GCOT), a non-profit Social
Enterprise, founded by the
Alumni of Osmania
University as part of its
Centenary Celebrations in
2017, to emancipate the life of
rural dwellers, announced
"Gramodaya Bandhu Mitra
Puraskar" on the eve of
Independence Day
Celebrations. The awards are
in recognition of the yeoman
service rendered by individ-
uals and institutions to pro-
vide succor and uplift the vast
majority of our population
dependent on agriculture and
allied activities for livelihood.

To commemorate the 150
birth anniversary of the father
of the nation, Mahatma
Gandhi, Gramodaya
Chamber has instituted the
"Gramodaya Bandhu Mitra
Puraskar" to recognise the
outstanding initiatives of
Individuals and Institutions
globally, working on
Gandhian perspective of agri-
culture, rural development
and self-contained villages. 
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The scheme will be imple-
mented in a phase-wise man-
ner. A budget of Rs 500 crore
has been allotted for the first
phase of the plan.The biggest
advantage of this scheme is
that any person who visits a
doctor or a hospital in India,
won't have to take all his/her
prescriptions or reports
together. The doctor will be
able to see the patient's
records through a unique
ID. Health Card will be made
on the lines of Aaadhar Card.
It will, however, not be
mandatory and beneficiaries
can choose to opt-out of it.

Full measures will be taken
to keep people's personal
information secure. Through
this scheme, an attempt is
being made to change the
health scenario of our country.

According to the sources,
the scope of the 'One Nation
One Health Card' scheme will
be gradually extended so that
not only clinics and hospitals,
but medical stores and med-
ical insurance companies can
remain connected on the
server through this scheme.
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This in itself cleared the air
that the bypoll won't be
unanimous. TRS supremo
and Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao has
already directed Finance
Minister T Harish Rao to
concentrate on the Dubbaka
by-election. 

Continued from Page 1
We will try to handle requests
based on when we receive
them and when classes will
start. We ask for your
patience during this time,
the US government said.

The routine immigrant
and non-immigrant visa ser-
vices, stopped in the wake of
coronavirus outbreak, will
continue to remain closed
and no specific date can be
provided when they will
resume, the release added.
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Replying to the debate on the
motion, Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot criticised the BJP,
accusing it again of trying to
bring down his government.

"I will not let the govern-
ment topple at any cost even
if you make all attempts," he
said.

Gehlot said the crisis had
come to an end in a beautiful
manner and this had hurt the
Bharatiya Janata Party.

What was done in
Arunachal Pradesh,
Karnataka, Goa, Madhya
Pradesh? Elected governments
are being toppled and democ-
racy is under danger," he said,
accusing the BJP of targeting
Congress governments.

Without taking names, he
alleged that a Union minister
was involved in the conspira-
cy to topple his government,
saying this had become clear
after some audio clips sur-
faced. The indirect reference
was to Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, who has earlier
rejected the Congress allega-
tion The opposition BJP
accused the Gehlot camp of
blaming it for the infighting
within the Congress.

Targeting the chief minister
for his comments against his
now sacked deputy, Leader of
Opposition Gulab Chand
Kataria questioned how Pilot
became useless after the for-
mation of the government
when he had strengthened
the party while in opposition.

Mocking Gehlot for keeping
his loyalists holed up in hotels
for a month, he said if the gov-
ernment had a majority it
could have proven it earlier.

He also questioned the
Congress government over
the deployment of the state
police at hotels where the
MLAs were staying.

The rebellion by Sachin
Pilot ended earlier this week
after the intervention of the
party's top leadership in Delhi,
which assured that his griev-
ances will be heard. On
Thursday, Gehlot and Pilot
shook hands. Pilot intervened
in the debate, reacting to
remarks by Kataria and
Deputy Leader of Opposition
Rajendra Rathore. Referring to
his seat being changed earlier
he sat next to Gehlot as the
deputy chief minister Pilot
said he is now placed at the
border between his party and
the opposition in the House.

Amazon, Walmart jump into...
Continued from Page 1

Under the arrangement,
Flipkart customers will be
able to place orders for their
favourite tipple, which HipBar
will then deliver after collect-
ing products from retail out-
lets, according to a person with
direct knowledge of the mat-
ter. HipBar, 26% owned by
Diageo India, and Flipkart
has not yet made public their
tie-up.West Bengal is India’s
fourth most populous state,
with a population of more
than 90 million people, while

Odisha’s population is more
than 41 million. Some states in
India, like Gujarat in the west,
prohibit alcohol retail.

India’s top two food-deliv-
ery startups, Swiggy and
Zomato, have also started
delivering alcohol in some
cities, as companies look to
cash in on the high demand
for booze from people staying
at home due to the COVID-19
pandemic. Amazon on Friday
also said it will launch an
online pharmacy in India that
would serve the southern city
of Bengaluru.
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We have approached everyone
from the Universities' author-
ities and Government officials
several times. However, with
no help from anyone, we had
to take a strict step against this.
All we are asking for is the
teachers' salaries. Most teach-
ers have scraped through their
savings and are doing menial
jobs to somehow run their
house."

The Universities' authori-
ties, however, are still not
planning to take any action

against errant colleges. Says
Jayesh Ranjan (IAS), Vice
Chancellor of JNTU, "The
colleges get fees from stu-
dents and some concessions
from the government, with
which they pay the salaries. In
the pandemic situation, col-
leges are also crunched for
funds and we can't force
them to pay. We have advised
the college managements to
pay at least 50 per cent of the
salaries, so that the teachers
don't suffer. But we are not
going to take any action
against colleges."
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The MRO had demanded the
bribe to give pattadar pass-
books pertaining to 28 acres of
land belonging to Satya
Developers in Rampalli village
of Keesara mandal.  A case was
previously filed against
Nagaraju for owning assets
disproportionate to his known
sources of income. However, he
had managed to come out of it
only three months ago. 
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According to the excise police,
P Subbarami Reddy had
developed contacts in
Hyderabad and was getting
bottles through a courier by
deliberately giving wrong
addresses. Two others –V
Appala Naidu and Ramana
Reddy were carrying the bot-
tles to the belt shop run by
one Senapathi Kananka Raju.
The gang was getting a 180 ml
bottle for Rs 90 and selling it
at the belt shop for Rs 240. 

GVK Group auditors cite non-cooperation...
Continued from Page 1

"... we accordingly wish to com-
municate our intention to resign
as statutory auditors of the com-
pany," the Price Waterhouse
Chartered Accountants said in
their proposed resignation letter
written on August 13.

Earlier, the CBI had registered
a case against GVK Group chair-
man GVK Reddy, his son Sanjay
Reddy, their companies and

nine other private firms that were
allegedly used to camouflage the
inflated figures using sham deals
and unidentified AAI officials.

The Enforcement Directorate
also filed the enforcement case
information report, equivalent to
the first investigation report reg-
istered by police, under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, after studying a
recent CBI FIR filed against the
same entities.

In the resignation letter, the
auditing firm further stated that the
GVK group is requested to take the
necessary steps in order to com-
ply with the applicable various
SEBI circulars and other regulato-
ry requirements in this connection.

"Our resignation as statutory
auditors of the company shall
accordingly be effective imme-
diately on discharge of our oblig-
ations under the Companies
Act 2013," they said.
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The singer-actor, admitted
with mild symptoms of
COVID-19, is currently
under observation by the
team of doctors from critical
care and "his haemodynam-
ic and clinical parameters
are being closely monitored,"
she said.

Balasubrahmanyamwas
admitted to the hospital here
on August 5 following com-
plaints of cold and "on and
off " fever for two-three days
then.

14 TS Police personnel 
get Police Medals
Continued from Page 1

\ IGP  Pramod Kumar and
Cyberabad Sub-Inspector
(Civil) Thota Subramanyam
have been bestowed with the
President’s Police Medal for
their distinguished service.

Ten police officers viz. Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB)
Deputy Director M. Ravinder
Reddy, Rachakonda Assistant
Commissioner of Police (ACP)
N. Bhujanga Rao and
Cyberabad Cyber Crimes ACP
Ch Y Srinivas Kumar, Motru
Jayaraju, additional comman-

dant, TSSP Warangal; D
Anand Kumar and P
Venkatgiri, both Deputy super-
intendent of police, intelli-
gence Hyderabad; B.Kistaiah,
Additional superintendent of
police Bhadradri
Kothagudem;K Ravinder
Reddy, Deputy Superintendent
of Police,RBVRR TS Police
Academy; E Nagaraju,
Inspector of Police
Hyderabad;Shaik Sadiq Ali,
Malkajgiri Rachakonda Police,
have been honoured with the
Police Medal for their merito-
rious service.
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\According to the excise
police, P Subbarami Reddy
had developed contacts in
Hyderabad and was getting
bottles through a courier by
deliberately giving wrong
addresses. Two others –V
Appala Naidu and Ramana
Reddy were carrying the bot-
tles to the belt shop run by
one Senapathi Kananka Raju.
The gang was getting a 180 ml
bottle for Rs 90 and selling it
at the belt shop for Rs 240. 
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The Moazzam Jahi Market,
one of the major landmarks in
this historic city, has received
a much-needed facelift and is
all set to be transformed into
a cultural hub.

The renovated heritage
structure, with a repaired ceil-
ing and flooring, a restored
clock tower and a flag post in
the interior courtyard for hoist-
ing the tricolour, was thrown
open on the eve of the
Independence Day.

The majestic triangle-shaped
stone structure, considered an
identity of this city of minarets,
welcomes visitors as they head
towards the old city.

The rapid expansion of the
city, increased vehicular traffic
and lack of proper mainte-
nance, however, took a toll on
the beautiful structure.

It was two years ago that the
urban development authorities
embarked on restoration of the
historic building.

In March 2018, Arvind
Kumar, Principal Secretary,
MA and UD had announced
that on the advice of Municipal
Administration and Urban
Development Minister KT
Rama Rao, he was adopting MJ
Market for its complete her-
itage restoration.

"Delighted to open the ren-
ovated M Market - a painstak-
ing delicate effort of nearly 2
years," tweeted Minister Rama
Rao on Friday.

Dozens of shops in the com-
plex are run by third or fourth
generation of the shopkeepers.

Arvind Kumar has promised
to transform the place into a
major cultural centre for the-
atre and music without dis-
turbing the shopkeepers.
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On account of Covid-19 pan-
demic, the government hospi-
tals are not attending follow up
surgeries and attending only
emergency surgeries to the
detriment of patients requiring
elective surgeries. 

For instance, a patient
Satyanarayana from Chevella,
two years ago, got his leg frac-
tured in a road accident. The
Gandhi Hospital authorities
inserted an iron road and send
him home stating that they
would remove the road once
his leg is healed completely. As
Gandhi Hospital became
Covid nodal centre, he
approached the Osmania
General Hospital to get the
road removed. As the doctors
there told him that all elective
surgeries were put off because
of the Covid. He went to a pri-

vate hospital to get the surgery
done. 

Similarly, Ravinder Reddy of
Balapur has had gastric pain.
He contacted the NIMS for
treatment. Doctors advised
him to undergo gastric
endoscopy. As doctors of the
relevant department are under-

going treatment in quarantine
facility, he approached a private
hospital to get the test done.
Many patients are facing sim-
ilar situations. 

The outpatient department
at Gandhi Hospital used to
receive at least 3,000 to 3,500
outpatients daily last year. The

hospital used to conduct at
least 250 surgeries a day.

Since the hospital turned
into a nodal centre for Covid,
it remained out of bounds for
other patients. Patients who
had undergone surgeries pre-
viously and approach Gandhi
Hospital, Government Hospital

at King Koti and other district
hospitals are in a state of con-
fusion where to get the follow
up treatment, including surgi-
cal treatment.  

There is a shortage of doc-
tors and operation theatres at
NIMS and Osmania General
Hospital. Only emergency
surgeries are being conducted
there, but not elective surgical
treatments. 

Recently, wards in Osmania
General Hospital have been
vacated because of rain water
entering the wards and the
patients were sent to Quli
Qutubshah and OP blocks.
Many patients visiting the hos-
pitals are asymptomatic for
Covid. Treating them, many
doctors and medical personnel
tested positive for the virus. In
fact, as many as 212 hospital
personnel tested positive for
the virus. 
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As many as 25 Basthi
Dawakhanas have been inau-
gurated at various places in
and around Hyderabad today.
Municipal Administration and
Urban Development Minister
KT Rama Rao inaugurated a
Basthi Dawakhana in
Ramreddy Nagar Basti,
Habsiguda here on Friday.

The dawakhana will serve
around 12,000 people (3000
households) in six slums of
Habsiguda, officials said.

Speaking after the launch
event, the Minister said that
the government launched the
Basthi Dawakhanas to provide
better primary treatment to
the poor. The government is
working towards its aim to
turn the state as Arogya
Telangana.

The Basthi Dawakhana in
Ramreddy Nagar will serve
12,000 people residing at six
slums of Habsiguda.

Meanwhile, Health Minister
Eatala Rajender inaugurated
Basthi Dawakhana at Gandhi
Nagar and Minister Talasani

Srinivas Yadav at Nallagutta in
Ramgopalpet division.

The government has set to
target to launch 168 Dawa-
khanas in Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) limits out of which
25 were inaugurated today.
These Dawakhanas will pro-
vide free services such as OPD
consultation, basic lab diagno-
sis, free medicines, antenatal
and postnatal care, services
and screening for non-com-
municate diseases such as BP
and blood sugar. 

The Ministers said that the
government will launch two
Dawakhanas per ward totaling
of 300 Dawakhanas.

The Dawakhanas were start-
ed to fulfill the dream of Chief
Minister K Chandrashekar
Rao to provide medicare at the
doorstep of the people.  The
clinic will have a doctor, a
nurse and support staff. If
necessary, blood samples are
collected and sent to Telangana
Diagnostics for diagnosing
diseases. On the basis the
reports, the patients would be
referred to major hospitals. 

Addressing after inaugurat-
ing the Dhawakana, the Health
Minister exhorted the people
not to take rest at home if they
have symptoms like cold, fever
and body aches. He advised
them to approach hospital. 
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In the backdrop of Bangalore
violence the cyber crime
team are on their toes. The
Cyber Crime police on on
Friday booked a case against
film critic Mahesh Kathi for
his objectionable comments
against lord Ram and arrest-
ed him.

According to the police, on
Thursday they noticed the
social media post of film
critic Mahesh Kathi in Telugu
which is translated as ' Lord
Ram loves Coronavirus'. On
Friday morning police took
Mahesh into custody and
questioned him. He was
arrested and sent to judicial
custody.

Earlier, around five cases
were booked against Mahesh
and investigation is under-
way.  

A day after the eruption of
Bangalore violence, Director
General of Police and com-
missioners of three commis-
sionerates instructed the
police personnel to keep a tab
on any communal sensitive
comments  in social media. 
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The Cyberabad police arrest-
ed a gang of five house bur-
glars and recovered 175
grams gold , 350 grams of sil-
ver from them on Friday.

Police have arrested the
gang leader K Srinivasa Rao,
ex-teacher turned burglar. 

Along with the gang leader
police arrested Rathlavath
Shanker Naik, Mallachervu
Rama, Chinthala Sisindhri
and Muvva Suresh Babu.

Srinivasa Rao used to
arrange bail for all the other
accused, provide them
accommodation and tool to
commit house breaking.
After the commission of
offence the accused used to
dispose the booty.
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Four members of a family
were found dead under suspi-
cious circumstances in
Wanaparthy district on Friday,
police said.

The bodies of a woman, her
daughter, son-in-law and
granddaughter were found
lying in different parts of their
house in Nagpur village of
Revalli mandal.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Ajmeera Bee, 63, her
daughter Asma Begum, 35,
daughter-in-law Khawaja
Pasha, 42 and granddaughter
Haseena, 10.

As nobody had come out of
the house in the morning, the
neighbours went in only to
find all family members lying
dead. They immediately alert-
ed the police, which shifted the
bodies for autopsy and took up
the investigations.

A police officer said they
were trying to find if the fam-
ily committed suicide or

somebody murdered them.
Police found lemon,

coconut and incense sticks
near the body of Khawaja
Pasha close to the boundary
wall on the rear side of the
house. A pit was also dug in
the premises.

Police said they were inves-
tigating if the deaths were
related to witchcraft. Practice
of black magic is common in
some rural pockets of
Telangana.
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A 27-year-old software
employee committed suicide
by hanging at his residence
under Gachibowli police sta-
tion limits. The police are sus-
pecting that love failure might
be the reason for his suicide.

The victim was identified
as V Srinivasulu, a 27-year-
old software employee.

According to the com-
plaint from the brother of the
victim V Krishna Murthy,
the victim was found hanging
to a ceiling fan inside a locked
bedroom after Murthy
returned home from work on
Friday.

"He called an ambulance
and informed the same, they
reached the spot and checked
him and declared him dead,"
said police.

The complainant suspect-
ed that his brother commit-
ted suicide by hanging, due to
love failure.

The Gachibowli Police
booked a case of suspicious
death and further investiga-
tion is underway.

�-*51-	5+$4#	
513#- 2	�0-.
= �0-	2+1 ".-�

�������	�	��
�
�����	����
���	�������
��
�������
����������
��������������
��������������

��������
��������

������������
���
�������
�
����������
����������
���������
������
��������
�������������
	���
����������
����������������

�����������

������������������������������������	���



����������* '�+ ���� *�� & '+ ,-.�/0/0 ���������	
*

1��#���>�?
#
:
���� � 
����
�+�����
�!������+�����"����''�����
�!�������%
����;������"���$@
#�6�9�������""
����������<��#������<�;�"��
����
�!���������
������#
�!
:;����""����

	=�4$����9�8�==>

�)�
� "=��4����

Registration of property
received fillip in August, which
also coincides with the auspi-
cious month of Shravan. The
revenue from registration of
property in 12 days during the
current month crossed Rs 106-
crore mark, averaging Rs 18
crore per day. The officials of
Registration Department say
that this is a positive sign.
Going by the current trend, the
transactions are going to reach
previous levels. 

Prior to Covid-19, the state
used to record at least 5,000
property registration transac-
tions per day. The sub-registrar
offices, which remained closed
during lockdown period,
resumed in May. The proper-
ty transactions in June and July
are not along the expected
lines. This is attributed to peo-
ple not coming forward to get
properties registered due to
shortage of funds, hindrances
in obtaining loans and threat of

contracting the virus.  
The state used to earn on an

average at least Rs 20 crore rev-
enue through property regis-
tration. The transactions
increased as the auspicious
month of Shravan coincided
with July. There is progress in
all ventures with the exception
of those formed prior to one or
two months of imposing the
lockdown.

The transactions have reached
the pace of prior to lockdown

level, many aver. The
Registration Department
remained closed on festival days
of Bakrid, Raksha Bandhan and
Janmashtami besides second
Saturday and Sundays.  So far,
the offices of sub-registrar func-
tioned for six days only during
the current month. In spite of
that the revenue crossed Rs 106
crore. During 2020-21, the rev-
enue of the Registration
Department crossed Rs 1,111
crore. So far in August, on an

average 4,000 property transac-
tions were carried out per day.
If the same trend were to con-
tinue, the revenue of the depart-
ment is likely to reach Rs 500-
crore-mark. It may be recalled
that the Telangana Registration
and Stamps Department has wit-
nessed a drastic fall in revenue
in the first quarter of 2020-21 fis-
cal. According to the data, the
department's revenue fell near-
ly by 10 times during the lock-
down period.
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Pranahita River is in spate on
account of heavy rains expe-
rienced in upper reaches in
Chhatt isgarh and
Maharashtra. At the same
time, River Godavari is also
in spate because of heavy
inflows into the river.  The
Kaleshwaram project where
Pranahita empties itself into
Godavari, the inflows into the
project are measured as 3.79
lakh cusecs.  

Inflows of Maneru River into
Annaram barrage were mea-
sured to be 24,000 cusecs. The
barrage has 9.25 TMC of stor-
age out of the maximum 10.87
TMC. Therefore, the project
officials are discharging 20,000
cusecs through eight pumps
into Sundilla reservoir.  The
flood water reaching Sundilla is
being discharged into
Yellampalli project, which are
being measured to be 25,916
cusecs, including local streams

emptying into the project. 
Out of the total capacity of

20.18 TMC, the water stored in
Yellampalli is measured to be
12 TMC. Release of water from
the project through Nandi and
Gayatri pump houses into
Mid-Manair project is under
way. The water being pumped
into Mid- Manair is put at
21,000 cusecs. The water level

in Mid- Manair reached 15.31
TMC, against the full storage
capacity of 25.87 TMC.  

Meanwhile, inflows into Sri
Ram Sagar Project steadied.
The inflows into the project are
23,522 cusecs. The water stored
in the project reservoir reached
41 TMC as against the full stor-
age of 90 TMC. 

In the first week of July last

year, the Kaleswaram project
received inflows up to 50,000
cusecs. Since last week of July
this year, the project received
inflows up to 1.10 lakh cusecs.
However, the inflows later
reduced to 80,000 cusecs.
Because of recent rains, on
August 11 the project received
inflows of 83,000 cusecs. It
increased to 2 lakh cusecs by

August 12. By August 13, it fur-
ther increased to 3.79 lakh
cusecs. 

The Lakshmi barrage of
Medigedda reservoir has
storage of 9.20 TMC against
the total capacity of 16.17
TMC. The project officials
have lifted all gates to dis-
charge 4 lakh cusecs into
downstream projects. 
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Telangana Pradesh Congress
Committee (TPCC) president
and Nalgonda MP N Uttam
Kumar Reddy on Friday
expressed concern over the
increase in attacks and atroc-
ities on Dalits across Telangana
State. He said a Dalit farmer,
Narsimhulu, committed sui-
cide in Gajwel, Chief Minister
K Chandrashekhar Rao's con-
stituency, after his land was
forcibly taken away by the
government. 

Similarly, another Dalit
youth committed suicide in the
police station after he was
subjected to harassment by the
policemen at the instance of
ruling TRS leaders. He said
Chief Minister K
Chandrashekhar Rao has
remained a mute spectator to
the atrocities on Dalits and
Girijans in the State.

The TPCC chief said that
social justice was possible only
through the Congress party.
Accusing Chief Minister of
doing injustice with SCs, STs,
BCs, minorities and other
weaker sections, he said that

the Congress party would raise
the voice to protect the rights
and interest of all suppressed
sections. He said that a repre-
sentation would be made with
the Union Ministry for Social
Justice, National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)
and National Scheduled Castes
Commission on the attacks on
Dalits in Telangana to seek
their intervention.

Uttam also alleged that KCR
government has failed to con-
trol the spread of Coronavirus
in the State. He said real figures
pertaining to infected persons
and deaths were being sup-
pressed to create a false impres-
sion that the deadly virus was
under control. He directed
the party cadre to gather details

of people who died due to
Coronavirus in their areas. 

He said that the Congress
party would release the details
of Covid victims after gather-
ing information from across
Telangana State. He demand-
ed that the State Government
pay compensation of Rs 10
lakh to the BPL families who
lost their bread-earner due to
Covid-19. He also reiterated
the demand that the treatment
of Covid-19 be included in the
Aarogyasri scheme. He asked
as to why CM was not accept-
ing the demand for inclusion
of Covid-19 in Aarogyasri
scheme. Uttam also slammed
the private hospitals for over-
charging the Covid-19
patients. 
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Transport Minister Puvvada
Ajay Kumar on Friday attend-
ed the swearing-in ceremony
of Nelakondapalli Agriculture
Market Committee's new exec-
utive body in the district.
Speaking on the occasion, the
Minister said that Chief
Minister K Chandrashekhar
Rao was committed to the
welfare of farming communi-
ty in the State.

"The State government
stood by the farmers even
during the Coronavirus crisis
and procured food grains from
farmers in yasangi season by
setting up procurement centres
at villages. Every farmer from
whom grains were procured
was paid money," he further
said. The Chief Minister has
been taking bold decisions to
create a 'Rythu Rajyam' in
Telangana. The state, which

used to import food grains, is
now exporting food grains to
other states. Telangana has
now emerged as the 'Rice bowl
of the country, he said.

Khammam stood among
the districts that topped food
grains procurement in the
state. It was because the Chief
Minister Chandrashekhar Rao
ensured sufficient supply of
water to crops in the yasangi
season, Ajay Kumar explained.
In the Vanakalam season, the
government allotted 24.61

TMC water for crops in Sagar
ayacut and it would benefit
farmers in about 2.54 lakh
acres. In the past water was
never released to crops in the
district before August 15 and
this time water was being
released from August 12. 

Zilla Parishad Chairman L
Kamalraj, the ZP Vice
Chairperson M Dhanalakhmi,
SUDA Chairman B Vijay
Kumar, Assistant Director,
Marketing Nagaraju and oth-
ers were present.
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NSUI state president B
Venkat Narsimharao on
Friday launched a scathing
attack on the state govern-
ment and said that they are
not afraid of arrests. He made
it clear that NSUI would go
to any extent for the sake of
students. He was speaking
after releasing on bail. CLP
leader Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka, MLA T Jagga
Reddy, former MP V
Hanumantha Rao, TPCC
general secretary Bollu
Kishan, Vikram Goud and
others welcomed NSUI lead-
ers at Chanchalguda jail.
Jagga Reddy said that Congress
leaders won't be afraid of
arrests. Congress party will
stand by the NSUI. Congress
too will launch movements on
behalf of students. 
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Taking a dig at the State and
Central governments for
allegedly adopting anti-people
policies, CPI senior leader Dr
K Narayana on Friday stated
that the party will stage
protests across the nation on
August 15.

"Modi is behaving against
the spirit of Independence
Day celebrated on August 15
by giving priority to August 5
on the day earth breaking was
held at Ayodya. However Modi
is opposing Constitution by
giving less priority to
Independence Day," he alleged.
Finding fault with the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
giving priority to August 5,
Narayana said that the way
Modi spoke on the occasion
was very objectionable.

"The CPI condemns the
participation of Modi in earth
breaking ceremony in Ayodya.

Modi is a betrayer of the
nation. Modi should reveal as
a PM how can he perform puja
along with RSS? What relation-
ship does RSS has with
Ayodya?" he asked. 

"On one side Prime Minister
is concentrating on construction
of Ram Temple in Ayodya and
on the other hand, Telangana
Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao is concen-
trating on constructing of sec-
retariat and Andhra Pradesh
Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan

Reddy on constructing of three
capitals, but nobody is bothered
about Corona pandemic. The
government is imposing coro-
na rules on opposition parties
but it is allowing their party men
to do anything," he alleged.
Targeting K Chandrasekhar
Rao, Narayana alleged that the
latter is sleeping in farmhouse
leaving the act of control of
Covid-19. He alleged that the
Chief Minister is not bothered
even if private hospitals are col-
lecting money indiscriminate-
ly from patients in the name of
corona. He stated that the Kerala
government is providing 19
types of food items besides giv-
ing Rs 5,000 to corona patients.
The Telangana government is
not even doing 1/4th of Kerala
government's assistance to the
corona patients. He demanded
the state government to extend
Rs 10,000 to corona patients by
providing all facilities to the
patients in hospitals.
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Telangana BJP general secre-
tary G Premender Reddy took
potshots at IT Minister KT
Rama Rao for stating that the
Centre is not bothered about
setting up a railway coach
factory in public sector at
Kazipet. 

C o n d e m n i n g
KTR's statement,
Premender Reddy
asked KTR not to
forget the fact
that the state gov-
ernment has to
allocate land by
acquiring it for the
same. "The Centre asked the
state to acquire land for the
Coach factory but the state
government is not doing it.
How can the Centre set up
coach factory without acquir-
ing land?" he questioned. 

He said that TRS party got
habituated to politicise every
issue. He asked TRS govern-
ment to acquire land at least
now for setting up coach fac-
tory. "The problem arose when
the state government allocat-
ed endowment land for the

Kazipet Railway Coach fac-
tory. KTR should not

forget the fact that
the Centre allocat-
ed Rs 200 crore for
railway coach fac-
tory," he said. It
may be recalled

that on Thursday,
KTR ama Rao, after

laying foundation stone
for Medha Rail Coach facto-

ryat Kondakal village in Ranga
Reddy district asked the
Centre to keep its word given
to the new born State of
Telangana and set up a railway
coach factory at Kazipet.
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Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests R Sobha asked the for-
est officials to complete the
sixth phase of Haritha Haram
targets by August-end. She
reviewed the progress of the
programme with Forest
Department officials through
video conference. 

Special officer for Harita
Haram programme Dobriel
told the PCCF that so far the
Forest Department has
achieved 70.5 per cent of the
target by planting 21.06 crore
saplings against the targeted
29.86 crore. 

He told her that the districts
of Kamareddy, Nizamabad,
Warangal, Medchal and
Bha d r a d r i - Kot h a g u d e m
already reached their respec-

tive targets for the greenery
development programme. 

The PCCF enquired about
reasons for Warangal Urban,
Nalgonda and Ranga Reddy
districts lagging behind in
reaching the targets. The offi-
cials of the districts told the
PCCF that the above districts
have short supply of plantation
workers on account of heavy
rains, agriculture operations
and Coronavirus besides many

NREGS workers fulfilling 100
days of work in a year target. 

Sobha told the officials that
the department targeted to
restore forests in 2.10 lakh
acres in 920 forest blocks and
told the authorities concerned
that the restoration of forests
should be done in all forest
beats on saturation basis. She
also reviewed the progress
about setting up of plant nurs-
eries along the national high-
ways. All plantation works,
including alternative foresta-
tion programmes, should be
accomplished by August end at
any cost, she said. 

She asked the forest officials
to focus on targets for next year
and growing of plant nurseries.
She wanted them to target
planting three crore grown up
plants next year. 
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Minister for BC Welfare
Gangula Kamalakar on
Friday distributed cheques
for Rs 2.37 crore among 240
beneficiaries of Kalyana
Lakshmi scheme at a pro-
gramme held at Collectorate
auditorium. Addressing a
gathering in this connection,
the Minister said that he was
happy to help the poor. Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao has become maternal
uncle of the poor and lend-
ing support to marry in the
homes of the poor through
the Kalyana Lakshmi pro-
gramme. 

The successive regimes
that ruled undivided Andhra
Pradesh did not implement
welfare schemes, he said
adding that there was sea
change in the conditions that
prevailed now compared to

the conditions then. 
To perform marriages of

women in poor families, the
families used to obtain loans
then. Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao intro-
duced Kalyana Lakshmi to
bid good-bye to families get-
ting caught in debt crisis. The
state government lends every
support to girl child right
from her birth treating her as
an asset.  In whatever, gov-
ernment schemes are intro-
duced, women get priority in
Telangana, he said. 

He vowed to clear the
pending Kalyana
Lakshmi/Shadi Mubarak
cheques in four or five days.
He exhorted the women to
bless KCR wholeheartedly
as the CM is extending
unprecedented support to
women through Kalyana
L a k s h m i / S h a d i  
Mubarak. 
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Minister for Panchayat Raj
Errabelli Dayakar Rao on
Friday welcomed resumption
of funding Panchayats,
Mandal Praja Parishads and
Zilla Parishads through 15th
Finance Commission after a
gap of six years. He attributed
the positive response from the
Centre to the series of repre-
sentations made to it by Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar
Rao and Minister for
Municipal Administration
KT Rama Rao. 

He thanked the Chief
Minister K Chandrashekhar
Rao and Municipal
Administration Minister KT
Rama Rao for the Centre's
gesture. Under the 15th
Finance Commission Funds,
the Centre sanctioned Rs
1,847 crore for the financial
year. Of the sum, the Centre
released Rs 308 crore towards
the funding for the first quar-
ter. The funds would be dis-
tributed among Panchayats,
Mandal Parishads and ZPs in
the ratio of 85:10:5. 
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History is witness to the glob-
al disruption that has been
generated by the rapid spread
of Coronavirus. Besides being
a health crisis, the pandemic
also brought economic and
business activities to a stand-
still in India. The collateral
damage of this has been denial
of livelihood and access to
food for the economically
challenged sections. It is at this
inflection point that Biocon,
India's largest innovation-led
biopharma company,
approached Akshaya Patra
Foundation to collaborate in
distributing dry ration kits to
vulnerable groups in
Karnataka, Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh.

Speaking on behalf of
Biocon Foundation, Mission

Director, Pratima Rao said,
"Aligning with social causes
has been fundamental to
Biocon's' DNA and an integral
part of the business model.
We have been associated with
Akshaya Patra Foundation for
some time now. Initially our
primary agenda was to aug-
ment the supply of nutritious
meals to schools and anganwa-
di centres in Karnataka and
Telangana. However, at a time
when the country was battling
a pandemic, the association
was extended to reach relief
efforts to the needy.”
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The High Court directed the
state government to file a
detailed counter affidavit
explaining the reasons behind
the non-implementation of the
Right to Education Act (RTE)-
2009.  The bench passed this
order while dealing with a
batch of PILs filed by different
persons urging it to directions
the state government for the
implementation of the section
121 of the Act by providing 25
per cent free seats to the chil-
dren belonging to weaker sec-
tions and disadvantaged groups
in all the private schools of the
state from the ongoing 2020-21
academic year. One of the
petitioners also urged the HC
to issue directions to govern-
ment to withdraw the recogni-
tions granted to private schools
if they failed to provide free
seats.
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Nearly 67 lakh girls have been
empowered by the West
Bengal government's
Kanyashree scheme, Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee
said on Friday.

Banerjee, on the occasion of
seventh Kanyashree Divas,
described girls as assets of the
nation and said that they make
everybody proud.

"Today is #KanyashreeDibas.
The #Kanyashree scheme,
started in 2013, has won the
@UN (first prize) award.
Nearly 67 lakh girls have been
empowered through this
unique scheme. Girls are assets
of our nation, and we are
proud of them," the chief min-
ister tweeted.

Kanyashree is a condition-
al cash transfer scheme aimed
at providing incentives to
ensure girls stay in school,
thereby delaying their mar-
riage till the age of 18 years.

The f lagship project,
launched in 2013, offers two
cash transfer components for

unmarried girls.
The first is an annual schol-

arship of Rs 1,000 for girls
between 13 and 18 years of
age, and the second is a one-
time grant of 25,000 after they
attain the age of 18, provided
they are engaged in an acad-
emic or occupational pursuit.

The Mamata Banerjee gov-
ernment bagged the prestigious
United Nations Public Service
award for the scheme in 2017.

The state government has
also decided to set up
Kanyashree University in Nadia
district and Kanyashree colleges
across the state. The CM laid
the foundation stone of the uni-
versity at Krishnagar in Nadia
district in January last year. 
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The administrative work of Atal
Bihari Vajpayee Medical
University being set up by the
Uttar Pradesh government in
Lucknow will start from next
month, a senior official said on
Friday.  The state government
has made available 50 acres of
land on Sultanpur Road in the
city for the construction of the
varsity which would take anoth-
er two years to complete.  

However, its administrative
work will start in the first week
of September from Dr Ram
Manohar Lohia Medical Institute
building in Gomti Nagar, vice
chancellor of the university and
renowned plastic surgeon A K
Singh said. 

About 60 government and pri-
vate medical colleges and dental

colleges, some 300 nursing col-
leges and paramedical institutes
will come under one umbrella
with the setting up of this new
medical university, Singh said.
Institutes like King George's

Medical University (KGMU),
Sanjay Gandhi Post Graduate
Institute of Medical Sciences
(SGPGIMS) Saifai Medical
Institute, Etawah will not be a
part of this university, he stressed. 
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Observing that the current sit-
uation was "not at all con-
ducive" to reopening of places of
worship, the Bombay High
Court on Friday refused to pass
any interim order directing that
temples in Maharashtra be
opened for public.

A bench of Chief Justice
Dipankar Datta and Justice P V
Tavade said the COVID-19 sit-
uation in the state had not
improved and people must
therefore, pray at home. The
bench was hearing a public
interest litigation filed through
advocate Dipesh Siroya seeking
that the Maharashtra govern-
ment be directed to reopen
temples for public.

The state government could
open temples and allow only a
limited number of worshippers
at a time in accordance with its
COVID-19 lockdown guide-
lines, Siroya argued. The bench,
however, asked Siroya which
temple he considered personal-
ly, to be the "biggest?"

"The biggest temple is

humanity," Siroya said.
To which, the bench respond-

ed saying, "If you have any love
for humanity, do not press for
such prayers then." "For the love
and safety of humanity, pray at
home," it said. The state govern-
ment pointed out that on August
12, it had submitted a detailed
reply before another bench of
the high court explaining how
COVID-19 cases were still on
the rise and that opening tem-
ples or any other places of wor-
ship was not feasible currently.

The state government said it
had prohibited public gatherings
for celebrations for Gudi Padwa
and Janmashtami, and people
had been asked to pray at home.
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Queries on equivalence or rel-
evance of nomenclatures for
different engineering and tech-
nology branches for recruiting
faculty should be resolved at
the state or the university level,
the All India Council of
Technical Education (AICTE)
has said.

The directive by the techni-
cal education regulator comes
after it received multiple rep-
resentations and queries on
equivalence or relevace of dif-
ferent nomenclatures.

AICTE said engineeing insti-
tuions should take an appropri-
ate decision on relevant qualify-
ing degrees for recruitment for
teaching positions especially
keeping in view the interdisci-
plinary nature of emerging tech-

nologies. "The council keeps on
receiving a large number of rep-
resentations or grievances, not
only from faculty members of
AICTE-approved institutions
but also from the faculty mem-
bers graduated from various
IITs, NITs, university depart-
ments and deemed universities
pertaining to their eligibility,

suitability and promotions to
employ as assistant professors,
associate professors or profes-
sors for different departments
due to the deviations in nomen-
clature of their qualifying
degree at the undergraduate
and postgraduate levels,"
AICTE Member Secretary
Rajive Kumar said.
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A team of researchers from the
Indian Institute of Science
(IISc) and the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO)
has developed a sustainable
process for making brick-like
structures on the moon,
according to IISc.

It exploits lunar soil, and
uses bacteria and guar beans to
consolidate the soil into possi-
ble load-bearing structures,
Bengaluru-based IISc said in a
statement.

"These space bricks could
eventually be used to assemble
structures for habitation on the
moons surface, the researchers
suggest," it said.

"It is really exciting because
it brings two different fields
biology and mechanical engi-
neering together," says Aloke
Kumar, Assistant Professor in
the Department of Mechanical
Engineering, IISc, one of the

authors of two studies recent-
ly published in'Ceramics
International'and'PLOS One'.

Space explorationhas grown
exponentially in the last century.

With Earth's resources
dwindling rapidly, scientists
have only intensified their
efforts to inhabit the moon and
possibly other planets.

The cost of sending one
pound of material to outer

space isaboutRs 7.5 lakh,
according to the statement.

The process developed by
the IISc and ISRO team uses
urea which can be sourced
from human urine and lunar
soil as raw materials for con-
struction on the moon's sur-
face, it said.

This decreases the overall
expenditure considerably.

The process also has a lower

carbon footprint because it
uses guar gum instead of
cement for support.

This could also be exploited
to make sustainable bricks on
Earth, it was stated.

Some micro-organisms can
produce minerals through
metabolic pathways.

One such bacterium,
called'Sporosarcina pasteurii '
produces calcium carbonate
crystals through a metabolic
pathway called the ureolytic
cycle: it uses urea and calcium
to form these crystals as
byproducts of the pathway.

"Living organisms have been
involved in such mineral pre-
cipitation since the dawn of the
Cambrian period, and modern
science has now found a use for
them," says Kumar.

To exploit this ability, Kumar
and colleagues at IISc teamed
up with ISRO scientists Arjun
Dey and I Venugopal.

They first mixed the bacte-
ria with a simulant of lunar
soil.Then, they added the
required urea and calcium
sources along with gum
extracted from locally-sourced
guar beans.
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AirAsia India on Friday
offered 50,000 seats without
base fares to the armed forces
personnel for the travel peri-
od between September 25 and
December 31.

On the eve of the
Independence Day, the airline
said the travellers can submit
their details online between
August 15 and August 21 to
avail the offer.

While the base fare will be
waived off under the "RedPass"
offer, airport fees, charges and
taxes would be borne by the
personnel, it stated in a press
release.

"Once the application is
reviewed, details will be sent to
the applicant on the redemp-
tion process on any domestic
flight operated by AirAsia
India," the release said. 

The AirAsia RedPass will be
valid for a one-way flight for
which the reservation is

required to be made at least 21
days prior to the date of depar-
ture, it mentioned.

In addition to the base fare
discount, the personnel will
also enjoy priority while
boarding and depositing
check-in luggage, the low-cost
carrier noted.

It said the offer can be
availed by personnel of the
Indian Army, Navy, Air Force,
Coast Guard, paramilitary

forces and under trainee
cadets.  

The aviation sector has been
significantly impacted due to
travel restrictions imposed in
India and other countries in
view of the coronavirus pan-
demic. All airlines in India
have taken cost-cutting mea-
sures such as pay cuts, leave
without pay and firings of
employees in order to conserve
cash flow.
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Hitting out at the Opposition
over its criticism of the recent
political developments in
Rajasthan, former deputy chief
minister Sachin Pilot on Friday
described himself as the strongest
warrior of the Congress and said
he would protect his party at all
costs.

Pilot, who has returned to the
Congress fold after a month-long
rebellion against Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot, made the remarks
during the debate on a motion of
confidence moved by the ruling
party in the Rajasthan Assembly.

During the debate, Deputy
Leader of the Opposition
Rajendra Rathore mentioned
Pilot's name in various matters,
including the recent political
developments in the state and a
Special Operations Group (SOG)
notice issued to him.

The notice was sent to Pilot

after the Rajasthan Police
claimed to have stumbled upon
a plot to topple the Congress gov-
ernment.

"They are taking my name
repeatedly. Prior to my seat
being changed, I was safe and
part of the government. Then I
thought why our Speaker and
chief whip have given me a seat
here? I thought for two minutes
and then saw that this is a bor-

der. "On one side is the ruling
party and on the other is the
Opposition. Who is sent to the
border? The strongest warrior is
sent," Pilot said, interrupting
Rathore.

Pilot's seat in the House was
changed after he was removed as
the deputy chief minister. Earlier,
he used to sit next to the chief
minister.

"Many things have been said

during the discussion on trust
vote and many more will be said.
Over time, everything will be
revealed," Pilot said.

"But I want to say that what-
ever I or my companions had to
say, we have told the doctor about
our complaints... After getting the
treatment, all of us today... 125
people are standing in the
House," he said.
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Over 4,000 people including
diplomats, officials and media
personnel have been invited for
the Independence Day ceremo-
ny at the Red Fort and it is
being organised maintaining a
balance between dignity of the
event and factoring in COVID-
19 protocols, the defence min-
istry said Friday. 

It said the seating arrange-
ment has been made under the
guiding principle of “Do Gaz ki
Doori” (maintaining distance
of two yards) between any two
guests. It said members of the
guard of honour have been
under quarantine.

"With an eye on safety, NCC
(National Cadet Corps) cadets
have been invited to witness the
event (instead of young school
children) and they will be seat-
ed at Gyanpath," it noted.

All invitees have been
requested to wear masks, it
said, adding that an adequate
number of masks are being
kept handy for distribution at

various points of venue. 
"Similarly, availability of

hand sanitizers at pre-defined
locations has been done.
Display boards are placed dis-
creetly to attract the attention
of invitees," the ministry said. 

In order to facilitate people's
seamless movement and to
avoid crowding, seating enclo-
sures and walkways have been
laid with wooden flooring and
carpeting, it said. 

Additional door frame metal
detectors with adequately
spaced markings have been

provided to avoid queuing and
to ensure smooth passage for
all the invitees, it mentioned.

"Most of the parking areas
have been brick lined and
paved in order to ensure
smooth entry and exit of vehi-
cles to the maximum feasible
extent," it said. 

Thermal screening at all
entry points for the invitees has
been planned, it mentioned.  It
said a thorough sanitization of
the premises inside and outside
the Red Fort is being carried
out on a regular basis.
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Students of Jadavpur
University have made an
electronic mask which will be
able to annihilate any virus in
close proximity to the person
wearing it, an official said.

The design of the mask,
made by the Instrumentation
department, has been readied
but production will be made
only after the approval of con-
cerned authorities of govern-
ment, a senior university offi-
cial, associated with the project,
said. The electromagnetic field
created by the mask will anni-
hilate any virus, including sars-
2, which comes in the striking
distance of the person wearing
it, the official said.
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The Supreme Court judge-
ment on Friday holding
activist-lawyer Prashant
Bhushan guilty of criminal
contempt for his tweets has
weakened India's
Constitutional democracy,
alleged CPI(M) general secre-
tary Sitaram Yechury.

The Supreme Court held
Bhushan guilty of criminal
contempt for his two deroga-
tory tweets against the judicia-
ry saying they cannot be said
to be a fair criticism of the
functioning of the judiciary
made in the public interest.

Holding that Bhushan
attempted to scandalise the
entire institution of the
Supreme Court, the top court
said: "If such an attack is not
dealt with, with requisite
degree of firmness, it may
affect the national honour and
prestige in the comity of
nations."

"Whether one agrees with
the precise formulation of
Prashant Bhushan's tweets or

not, the Supreme Court
Judgement convicting him of
Contempt is alarming. It brings
into the ambit of Contempt,
bona-fide criticism of the role
played by Supreme Court as a
Constitutional authority,"
Yechury said.

"The Judgement will prevent
open and free discussion on
the role of the Supreme Court
in India's democracy. This
weakens India's Constitutional
democracy," he said in a series
of tweets.
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O
n August 15, 1947,
India and its citizens
gained independence
with the British rule
coming to an end.

Loudly and proudly, we pro-
nounced to the world that we, too,
were ready to step out from the
darkness of colonial rule to a new
dawn, ripe with uncertainty but
also hope. It is this hope that for-
mer Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru so eloquently captured in
his address to the nation on the
eve of India’s independence. He
opened his speech with, “Long
years ago, we made a tryst with
destiny...” His immortal words
still send a chill down my spine.
But too often, we focus only on the
first few words. If we read his
speech further, Nehruji talked
about a pledge that we have
renewed by obtaining freedom. A
pledge “of dedication to the service
of India and her people and to the
still larger cause of humanity.”

Few exemplified this pledge
and dedication to the service of
India more than Mohd Usman,
also known as Naushera ka sher
(the Lion of Naushera). At the time
of India’s independence, Mohd
Usman was offered a high position
in the Pakistan Army but he
refused to join. Instead, he chose
to help build a “new India” that had
awakened on the fateful night of
August 15. Usman bravely defend-
ed Naushera, causing a heavy toll
on the Pakistani side but was
martyred in July 1948 while fight-
ing for his motherland. He was
posthumously awarded the Maha
Vir Chakra but more important-
ly, he remained a shining symbol
of hope for a secular India. On his
death, Khwaja Ahmad Abbas
wrote, “...a precious life of imagi-
nation and unswerving patriotism
has fallen a victim to communal
fanaticism. Brigadier Usman’s
brave example will be an abiding
source of inspiration for free
India.” 

Such an example was neces-
sary at a time when tension, fear
and suspicion were writ large
owing to the spectre of Partition.
Not only did Usman dedicate his
life to the service of India but also
his death. Just as significant and
poetic is the fact that six months
before Usman was killed in a bat-
tle, another famous son of India,
Jadunath Singh Rathore, who was
under Usman’s command, protect-
ed a nine-man forward section
post, displaying unmatched brav-

ery against thousands of enemy
forces. His bravery led to him
being posthumously awarded
the second-ever Param Vir
Chakra. This sacrifice by two of
India’s brave sons — both were
from different faiths but laid
down their lives for the Indian
dream — in all likelihood ter-
rorised Pakistan more than
any weapon could and still
does. 

So where does India stand
today? Seventy two years after
the death of these bravehearts,
it seems that the fear and sus-
picion, that loomed large then,
looms larger now. We are cur-
rently living in times where dif-
ferent sections of society are
asked to prove their national-
ity. Proving one’s nationality has
been reduced to the idea of
being subservient to a ruling
class and not creating too much
noise. This test is not limited to
individuals of different faiths or
people who come from differ-
ent castes; it applies to anyone
who does not agree with the
view of the Government in
power. 

There are a number of
instances where dissent against
the Government and its actions
are not only treated with the
reckless exercise of power but
also through an indiscriminate
attack on the individual’s patri-
otism. There are numerous
examples that are in the pub-
lic domain but one does not

even need to go that far. The
author himself has been sub-
jected to vile abuse and was
branded “un-Indian” merely
because he had written/spoken
in favour of what he believed
was right for the beloved coun-
try. This despite the fact that he
served as a public servant and
was awarded a medal for brav-
ery by the Government itself. I
can only imagine how an
everyday citizen is treated when
he/she dares to dissent. 

A part of the reason why
we are in this unfortunate
position is that we have forgot-
ten that India’s strength lies in
unity and not conformity. We
are steadily moving towards a
time where dissent in a non-
violent form and the free flow
of ideas is stymied by author-
itarian force or by the loudest
voice. We have forgotten that
our enemies as Indians are not
our countrymen, who may fol-
low different faiths or eat dif-
ferent foods, but illiteracy,
hunger and corruption. 

In his speech, Nehru recog-
nised this when he said, “The
service of India means the ser-
vice of the millions who suffer.
It means the ending of pover-
ty and ignorance and disease
and inequality of opportunity.”
His words hold just as true
today as it did then. True ser-
vice to India is not fighting
wars that our political masters
or news channels manipulate

us into. Instead, it is the fight
against poverty, illiteracy and
disease that plague millions of
Indians. 

This is one of the main rea-
sons why I am proud of the
work done by the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP). The party’s goal is
to remain true to the national-
istic spirit through its work. This
is why the Delhi model of gov-
ernance has received such wide-
spread credit in areas of health,
education and transparency.
All of this has been achieved by
people of all faiths, gender and
caste. By treating service to
one another as the truest form
of patriotism, we are united by
purpose and enriched by our
non-conformity. 

Therefore, as we celebrate
the 74th independence day, I
would like to urge the citizens
to remember the sacrifices of
Usman and Jadunath Singh
Rathore, who were killed before
they could get a chance to see
their beloved country turn two
and laid down their lives for the
Indian dream. A dream where
people, divided for centuries by
a foreign ruler, could find com-
mon meaning and purpose by
pledging to live in service to
one another and, therefore, in
service to the country. A pledge
renewed in 1947 demands
renewal even more so in 2020. 

(The writer is a former IPS
officer, a former MP and cur-
rently a member of the AAP)
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Sir — An expert group on
COVID-19 vaccine adminis-
tration has advised against States
procuring the Russian vaccine.
The directive has reportedly
come in response to some States
showing keen interest in getting
the consignment to arrest the
pandemic. Any procurement
has to be done centrally, so that
supplies can be allocated to
States in proportion to their
needs. Without a data-driven
and honest assessment, this
could set off needless politick-
ing. 

In the case of lockdowns,
too, a uniform policy should
have been adopted for all States
to follow. Had every State fol-
lowed the same guidelines, the
detection of cases and deaths in
all the States in terms of per-
centage would have been more
or less the same.

KV Seetharamaiah
Hassan
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Sir — Politics is a different ball
game altogether. For three years,
US President Donald Trump

crafted his re-election narrative
around his “winning” approach,
based mainly on an economy
that was booming when he
assumed power. Today, his pop-
ularity has come down consid-

erably. According to the latest
Gallup poll, Trump’s populari-
ty fell below the 40 per cent
mark in June, with voters giv-
ing him low marks on the
Coronavirus pandemic and,

notably, the economy. To add
salt to his wounds, the selection
of Kamala Harris as Joe Biden’s
running mate has stressed the
Trump campaign. Harris is a
heartbeat away from the White

House for the moment and she
is likely to be a trumpcard in a
close contest. She is expected to
wean away the Black votes and
the Indian diaspora in a bid to
trounce Trump. 

CK Subramaniam
Via email
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “Will the truce hold?”
(August 14). It is no secret that
the coup in Rajasthan was
orchestrated by the BJP. It was
just waiting to destabilise the
Government. But Sachin Pilot’s
revolt fizzled out as the Congress
took an unusually tough stand.
By now Pilot would have also
realised the selfishness of the saf-
fron party, who tried to use him
as a pawn and played its cards
very carefully. As for the
Congress, it is time it nominates
a president, who can lead the
party and act as a bulwark
against a rampaging BJP. Most
importantly, accommodate the
young Turks. 

Tharci S Fernando
Chennai
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A
lot of water has flowed under the bridge since
1947. The 200 million plus population of
Indian Muslims was the one, that at the call

of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad from the steps of old
Delhi’s Jama Masjid, put down its luggage meant for
the next Lahore train from the Old Delhi Railway
Station. In all probability, theirs was the right deci-
sion, in spite of the fact that many of their relatives
had decided to leave for their El Dorado — the newly
created Pakistan. Even today most of the Indian
Muslims living in Old Delhi have their relatives in
the country across the border. Religious frenzy has
never augured well for any community in India and
the world. In the words of eminent Muslim thinker,
AG Noorani, the “two-nation theory” was, in
effect, an offshoot of the constant friction and con-
frontation stirred up between the two communities
and it was under exceptional circumstances that
Jinnah’s concept gained popularity among the
Muslims. Indeed, the whole country responded to
the “two-nation theory.” The greatest religion for both
communities became Hindu-Muslim hatred. This
mephitic form of politics saw its culmination in 1947
when a wall of hatred rose between the two com-
munities.

Partition horrors: Elders would describe the
gory sight of trains full of mauled, murdered, muti-
lated and dead Hindus chugging into the stations
from Pakistan and similar trains from India, full of
dead and mutilated Muslims pulling into Pakistan.
These were called “blood trains” and all too often
they crossed the border in funereal silence. Huts,
houses, bungalows and mansions were burnt and
robbed on both sides. Women were raped and mur-
dered, children were killed in front of their parents,
some women on both sides of the border jumped
into wells and rivers while men also killed their wives
and daughters to save them from dishonour.  

Jinnah and Nehru both responsible: Jinnah on
the Muslim front and Nehru in opposition to Jinnah,
both barristers full of intellectual rivalry to be one
up against the other, instead of preserving the sov-
ereignty of India, started dreaming of being the new
kings of the nascent kingdoms. Azad was blatantly
ignored and sidelined by the Congress because he
considered both Nehru and Jinnah as the main vil-
lains of the vivisection. He could read well into
Nehru’s flagrant opportunism and ambition to be
the first Prime Minister of the new nation.

Azad was quite aggravated about the Partition
and had accused Nehru of being lured into the
Partition by Lady Edwina Mountbatten. Even in the
play Maulana Azad, by noted playwright and
scriptwriter, Dr Saeed Alam, Tom Alter, playing the
protagonist, was heard stating in chaste Urdu, “Log
kehtey hain, aur theek hi kehtey honge, ke Jawahar
Lal ko batwaare pe raazi karney mein us charming
lady ka bahut bada haath tha. (People say, and they
must be right, that the charming lady played a big
role in getting Jawahar Lal to accept the Partition.)”
Today’s Muslim leadership, bereft of thinkers like
Maulana Azad and Dr Zakir Hussain, has lost both
its voice and utility. During every election, it has been
seen that all leaders are power-brokers indulging in
pernicious vote-bank manipulation, acquiring State
patronage themselves and leaving ordinary Muslims
to the mercy of God.

Muslims misled: Despite that, Muslims won’t
fully trust Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who had
declared in a meeting with eminent clerics and intel-
ligentsia at his residence on June 6, 2015, that he
wanted to see in each Muslim’s hands the holy Quran
and a computer. When Home Minister Amit Shah
said, “Muslims are like our children. We want to treat
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them equally on a par with others”, hard-
ly any member of the community hailed
it. This opposing mindset is creating a
major problem in better integration with
the mainstream. Battered by the populist
rhetoric and provocative militancy of its
myopic ill-educated clerics and shallow
youth, the nation’s cultured and high
potential minority stands at the crossroads.
Owing to their obscurantist approach, they
are leading the community back to the
dark ages of ignorance, like the ones in
Arab countries before the advent of Islam.
More often than not, they are interested
in feathering their own nests and are
indulging in petty-mindedness charac-
terised by an extremely narrow and irre-
sponsible outlook completely out of tune
with the existing reality. Such leaders are
not seriously interested in dealing with the
main problems of the community. Muslim
leaders and petty politicians are becom-
ing richer day-by-day while the people they
represent are languishing in ghettos.

In this ghettoised situation emerged
the churlish political middlemen as inter-
locutors for communities, picking on
sensational issues that would only appar-
ently tighten their stranglehold on the
gullible and divert attention from the real
bread and butter and educational issues.
Shah Bano, Jamia Millia, the AMU’s
minority character, Taslima Nasreen,
Salman Rushdie and so on became issues.
However, none of them had any bearing
on the real problems of the Muslims.
Educational backwardness, women’s edu-
cation, social stagnation, communalisation
of the police force and absence from the
mainstream were never addressed by the
self-appointed interlocutors with the same
emphasis as the Babri Masjid issue. It is
thanks mainly to this leadership that
Muslims remain stranded in a wasteland
of missed opportunities even 73 years after
Independence.

Muslims’ ghetto mindset, the main
problem: Indian Muslims, who now call
themselves “Muslim Indians” deliberate-
ly, do agree that Pakistan today has

become hell on Earth. Yet they fail to thank
their God and stars that they are far bet-
ter in India as compared to those in
Pakistan in terms of safety and security of
life. My Karachi-based cousin has told me
that after dusk, all city roads become
deserted. I have a few questions to ask my
Indian co-religionists. How is it going to
benefit them when they abuse the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), the
BJP and Modi? Will constantly howling for
reservations based on religion not discred-
it them? 

Why do the so-called intellectuals and
clerics instead of coolly convincing, heck-
le opponents in TV debates? All this has
created a negative perception of Muslims
in the country. My concern is that if these
questions are not satisfactorily answered,
relations between Hindus and Muslims
will worsen. So far at least the answers that
have come from educated Muslims have
been deeply unsatisfactory or incom-
plete. The community should be represent-
ed by some liberally-balanced Muslims,
who know history and at the same time
are rooted in their faith. 

However, the situation with the ghet-
to mindset of the Muslim community
today is rather grim as they remain criti-
cal of the system in general and try to run
a parallel governance via the AIMPLB (All-
India Muslim Personal Law Board), the
Sharia courts and the so-called rabble-
rousing leaders like the Owaisi brothers,
Azam Khan and a horde of perennial apol-
ogists seen in TV debates. Rather than
serving the community and the nation,
their vitriolic remarks create a perception
of the community that all the Muslims are
similar, which is not true. As per my assess-
ment, more than 50 per cent Indian
Muslims are with a progressive idea of
India. However, they are tight-lipped and
don’t want to come out openly in support
of the present Government for fear of being
socially boycotted or stigmatised as RSS
stooges and BJP sycophants. 

Prophet’s teachings forgotten: The
problem with today’s Muslims is that they

don’t follow the teachings of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) in letter and spirit.
This actually distances them from Islam
as well, because, Islam possesses sufficient
elasticity to enable it to adapt itself to the
social and political revolution going on
around it. The Mohammedan Common
Law (today AIMPLB), or Shariah, is by no
means unchangeable or unalterable. A
practical example of it is the ban of triple
talaq, a part of Sharia but not mentioned
in the holy Quran and absolutely abhorred
by the Prophet. The only law unalterable
in Islam is essentially the Quran and the
traditions of the Prophet. The team of
Modi, Shah and Ravi Shankar Prasad, the
Law Minister, have banned the draconian
Sharia law besides settling the eons old
mandir-masjid imbroglio.

But across India, despite the many
problems, the community is forging
ahead. Large numbers are doing exceed-
ingly well. The 1992 Babri mosque razing
led to major churnings. The dominant
consensus was that it was important to
concentrate on education. That process
continues. On November 9, 2019, the issue
got amicably settled and none of the
Muslims, except the AIMPLB or Owaisi
brothers, protested.

Light at the end of the tunnel: More
and more Muslim women, even in small-
er towns, are acquiring an education.
Although a Muslim political party has
come up in Assam, another one in
Telangana and two have been formed in
Uttar Pradesh, most Muslims swear by sec-
ular national parties. It is time that
Muslims realise that the RSS is a reality and
Modi is a Prime Minister who has pledged
“Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas
(Compassion for all, Progress for all, Trust
for all).” It is the responsibility of Muslims
to hold him to account and ensure that he
remains committed to India’s pluralistic
leitmotif.

(The author is the chancellor of
Maulana Azad National Urdu University,
Hyderabad and the grandnephew of Bharat
Ratna Maulana Azad)
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M
icro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) are the
flavour of the season.

Promoting inclusive growth by provid-
ing employment opportunities in rural
areas to women and people belonging to
marginalised sections of society, they are
the new engines of India’s growth story.  

Contributing about 29 per cent to
India’s GDP, the vision is to increase this
contribution to about 50 per cent.
Collectively employing over 120 million
people, second only to the mammoth
agriculture sector, the MSME sector con-
tributes over 45 per cent to India’s over-
all exports. 

A net gain is also reduction of
regional imbalances and a more equitable
distribution of national income and

wealth. MSMEs by design have high flex-
ibility and strong ties to customers and
suppliers. 

The focus on customer needs,
detailed knowledge and experience is
many times difficult to replicate.  Low
overheads often aid lower fluctuations in
their business cycle.  With a very posi-
tive climate in the thinking on MSMEs,
where policy, polity and production seem
to have come together in fitting measure,
all seems to be well in this rapidly
upcoming 63 million-sector. It is primed
to help move the economy towards the
$5 trillion mark.  

Some chinks below the surface,
however, need attention and merit early
correction.  The MSME sector operates
primarily on a cash basis and has less
access to formal sources of credit.  The
financial stress of operation, which has
been curtailed due to the lockdown and
the continuing overhead expenses, how-
ever small, has created a burden on many
of these companies, which are struggling
and are on the brink of shutting down
or have already shut down.  

With the overall slowdown in the
economy and the prospect of a tepid

growth in future demand, this sector will
be hard hit. For the MSME sector not to
become a “me too” sector, asking for
complete Government support and the
Government in turn nudging the unwill-
ing banking sector to provide credit in
a high default risk scenario, the options
available are seemingly limited. An
enhanced working capital limit and
guarantee on loans to small businesses
seem to be the way ahead.  

The biggest need for working cap-
ital — MSME bank loans — is contest-
ed by the banks. Processes are lengthy
and loan queues are long.  The MSMEs
can’t get loans and hence don’t grow and
because they don’t grow, they don’t get
loans. It is a classic “catch-22” situation.
Ironically, large lending to big corpora-
tions continues despite the risk of them
becoming insolvent. 

The credit gap for MSMEs as esti-
mated by the International Finance
Corporation (IFC) and Intellecap stands
at �16.7 lakh crore. Loan approvals, logis-
tics support, technology access and
market access work against the MSME
growth ambition.  Unlike large compa-
nies, they do not have the support of a

strong network of people, resources and
marketing channels, most of which
become easily accessible with scale.

MSMEs are often seen competing
with large corporations and this should
be avoided through policy measures.
Certain products and categories should
be prioritised for MSMEs along with pre-
defined quality standards.  What affects
the MSMEs further is that they don’t
have the experience of learnings from
management education to have an
appropriate appreciation of the grammar
of business. Theirs is a hit and trial
growth. 

The future of MSMEs depends sig-
nificantly on big corporations buying
from them. They thus link up with big
businesses through disadvantaged nego-
tiations of prices and payment terms,
forcing them to borrow more and more.
Add to that scenario, the difficulties of
delayed income tax and Goods and
Services Tax (GST) refunds which fur-
ther prevent growth. Thus, in the pay-
ment hierarchy, where MSMEs are last
and have little bargaining power, they are
forced to continue the relationship
which is contingent on them remaining

small.  Equally, the MSMEs are unable
to apply pressure to reduce dues as they
are made to feel that their future busi-
ness is at stake. Due to the lack of skilled
and professional manpower, they are
unable to create the required pressure.  

Their access to grievance redressal
is either not available or has very low res-
olution levels.  Many don’t know how to
leverage the redressal system. They fear
that seeking such remedy would jeop-
ardise their future business as ultimate-
ly they have to fall back on the same busi-
ness houses for repeat business and the
same service providers. For the MSMEs,
a nose above the water is as good as it
gets.  

The creation of a favourable eco-sys-
tem for MSMEs would thus remain con-
tingent on regulators assisting in clear-
ance of their bills. Pay or be dealt with
swiftly or pay up the interest which the
MSMEs are paying for no fault of theirs.
Investing in a mechanism to build
resilience and strengthen the longevity
muscle of MSMEs would help break bar-
riers and capture global markets.

(The writer is Co-founder, Handygo
Behtar Zindagi)
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Global shares were mixed in
cautious trading on Friday as
investors studied fresh data
out of China showing that its
recovery remains subdued.

Shares were on the decline in
early European trading after
Asian benchmarks finished
mostly higher.

France's CAC 40 dropped
more than 2.0% in early trad-
ing to 4,939.72, while
Germany's DAX slipped 1.2%
to 12,840.34. Britain's FTSE 100
lost 2.4% to 6,040.21. US shares
were set to drift lower with
Dow futures down 0.7% at
27,634. S&P 500 futures fell

0.4% to 3,353.12 China report-
ed its factory output rose 4.8%
from a year earlier in July, on
a par with June's increase. 

Retail sales fell 1.1%, as con-
sumers remain cautious.

Malaysia reported, mean-
while, that its economy con-

tracted at a real annual rate of
16.5% in April-June, its worst
downturn on record. The
Malaysian central bank forecast
that the economy will return to
growth in 2021.

Widespread worries persist
about a second, or third, surge
in coronavirus cases in many
places. Another afternoon fade
for stocks left most bench-
marks on Wall Street lower.

Japan's benchmark Nikkei
225 gained nearly 0.2% to fin-
ish at 23,289.36. South Korea's
Kospi slipped 1.2% to 2,407.49.
Australia's S&P/ASX 200
added 0.6% to 6,126.20. Hong
Kong's Hang Seng gyrated ear-
lier in the day but lost 0.2% to
25,183.01, while the Shanghai
Composite index gained 1.2%
to 3,360.10. Trade tensions
between the U.S. and China are

also on investors' minds as so
much of Asian regional growth
depends on exports to those
giant economies.

The two sides are due to hold
talks online later Friday on a
trade deal reached in January
that brought a truce in their
bruising tariff war. US retail
sales, production and produc-
tivity data are expected later in
the day. Benchmark US crude
lost 28 cents to $41.96 a barrel
in electronic trading on the
New York Mercantile
Exchange. It fell 43 cents to
$42.24 per barrel on Thursday.
Brent crude, the international
standard, added 18 cents to
$45.14 a barrel.
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The mutual fund industry
added over 5.6 lakh investor
accounts in July, taking the
total tally to 9.2 crore, primar-
ily on account of contribution
from debt schemes.

In comparison, the industry
had added 5 lakh new folios in
June.

According to data from
Association of Mutual Funds
in India, the number of folios
with 45 fund houses rose to
9,21,05,737 at the end of last
month, from 9,15,42,092 at
June-end, registering a gain of
5.63 lakh folios.

Of the total new folios last
month, more than 4 lakh were
added in debt funds.

Market experts say that the
addition of folios suggests that
investors were undeterred by
the market volatility. Besides,
it indicates their understand-
ing of the market risks associ-
ated in the mutual fund
schemes.

The sector added 6.13 lakh
investor accounts in May, 6.82
lakh in April and 9.1 lakh in
March.

"The sharp fall in the mar-
kets in the month of March
provided a good premise for
investors to invest in the equi-
ty markets. Hence, it's quite
likely that many new investors
would have found this as an

opportune time to invest in the
equity markets through mutu-
al funds route," said
Himanshu Srivastava,
Associate Director Manager
Research at Morningstar India.

"This is evident form the
sharp surge in the number of
folios in the month of April.
There was an uptrend in the
number of folios in the month
of May and June too highlight-
ing investor interest," he added.

Folios are numbers desig-
nated to individual investor
accounts. An investor can have
multiple folios.

The number of folios under
the equity and equity-linked
saving schemes marginally
dropped in July. The investor
count slipped by 368 to 6.37
crore.

The debt oriented schemes
folios count went up by 4.25

lakh to 68.85 lakh.
Barring overnight funds, all

the categories in debt funds
witnessed a growth in folios.

Corporate bond funds
added 60,269 folios in July, fol-
lowed by liquid funds (58,379),
short duration funds (54,002)
and banking and PSU Funds
(51,626).

Overall, investors pumped
in Rs 89,813 crore into various
mutual fund schemes last
month.

Fixed income securities or
debt funds witnessed an inflow
of Rs 91,392 crore, while equi-
ty-oriented funds saw its first
withdrawal in over four years
at Rs 2,480 crore.

The inflow has pushed the
asset base of the mutual funds
industry to Rs 27.12 lakh crore
at July-end from Rs 25.5 lakh
crore as on June 30.
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Union Minister Nitin Gadkari
on Friday said India can
emerge as a great destination
for countries that are searching
for new alternatives for imports
and exhorted industry players
to tap this golden opportunity.

In a bid to boost 'self-reliant
India' endeavour, Gadkari
urged industry bodies like
FICCI to identify the sectors
heavily reliant on imports, par-
ticularly from China, and look
for substitutes towards indige-
nous production for export
growth from India.

"All sectors are facing crucial
problems in the present situation
as COVID-19 has created many
complications. However, one of
the blessing in disguise is that
majority stakeholders are keen-
ly interested to shift to new alter-
natives (for sourcing required
products) and India can be a
great destination for it," Gadkari
said while interacting with
MSME Member bodies and
sectorial associations of FICCI.

The Minister said China's 70
per cent of exports pertained to
ten sectors and asked industry
players to research on various
sectors and come out with lists
of probable industries where
India can begin indigenous
production and start exports.

Asking industry to study
and research on products
China exported, the Minister
said industry players should
also study the success stories of
different nations including the

success of micro finance model
in Bangladesh.

He asked the industry to pre-
pare a list of problems faced by
them as far as finances were
concerned and assured them to
escalate these at proper plat-
forms including at the Finance
Ministry and Prime Minister's
Office (PMO level.

"There are problems MSMEs
are facing, financial institu-
tions are in the crisis... Liquidity
is a big problem. We need for-

eign investment, public private
investment and government
support," he said.

He also urged the industry to
look beyond metropolises and
developed cities to lay a net-
work of industries and ventures
in rural, far-flung and tribal
areas which never grabbed
attention and provided the
example of Jamshedpur as to
how just one industry could
change of the face of the place
and resulted in a smart city. The
minister informed that the
government is working on a
scheme for inclusion of small-
est units under the MSME
ambit and providing for their
micro-financial requirements.

He also stressed the need for
upgradation of technology 
by industry players and urged
them to explore joint ventures
to bring in foreign low cost cap-
ital.

The Minister also stressed
the need for performance audit
of the ventures saying that per-
formance audit was on par with
financial audit.
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Even as construction activities
in the country have resumed
since July, increase in fiscal
deficit of central and state
governments is likely to impact
the sector this financial year,
according to India Ratings
(IndRa). 

The agency had recently
noted that the fiscal deficit of
central and state governments
will come at 12.1 per cent with
the states contributing 4.5 per
cent of it. "An increase in cen-
tral and state government fis-
cal deficit in FY21 can impact
both order inflow and collec-
tion in the sector," India
Ratings said in a release.

After almost three months
of the COVID-19 pandemic-
induced lockdown, the coun-
try entered the unlock mode
from June 1, with the govern-
ment lifting restrictions grad-
ually and almost all econom-
ic activities resuming from
July.  The agency said revenue
and earnings before interest,

taxes, depreciation, and amor-
tisation (EBITDA) margins of
engineering, procurement and
construction (EPC) compa-
nies would decline around 15
per cent and 200 basis points,
respectively, this fiscal as
against FY2020, as the lock-
downs would reduce the pro-
ject execution pace.  

"However, the demand dri-
vers seem to be healthy, with
medium-term revenue visi-
bility at end-FY2020," it noted.

The order book of the top 18
EPC players declined six per

cent year-on-year in FY20,
after registering extraordinary
growth during FY16-FY19, in
which it almost doubled to Rs
2.1 lakh crore from Rs 1.2 lakh
crore.  The agency noted that
while growth in the road seg-
ment was supported by gov-
ernment plans to increase the
pace of road construction in
the country to 30 km per day
in FY19 from 15-16 km per
day in FY16, the building and
housing segment was support-
ed by Pradhan Mantri Awaas
Yojana (PMAY) scheme.
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Domestic equity benchmark
Sensex plunged 433 points
on Friday, tracking heavy loss-
es in banking, consumption
and auto stocks amid a selloff
in global markets. Tanking 663
points from the day's high, the
30-share BSE index settled
433.15 points or 1.13 per cent
lower at 37,877.34. 

The broader NSE Nifty
slumped 122.05 points or 1.08
per cent to close at 11,178.40.

Axis Bank was the top loser
in the Sensex pack, falling

around 3 per cent, followed by
SBI, M&M, Bajaj Finance,
ITC, HDFC Bank, HCL Tech
and IndusInd Bank.

On the other hand, Sun
Pharma, NTPC, Tata Steel,
Titan and Infosys were the
gainers. According to traders,
key indices made a U-turn
after trading on a positive
note in the first half of the ses-
sion following massive losses
in European equities.

Stock exchanges in Paris,
Frankfurt and London
plunged up to 2 per cent in
early deals.
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India's edible oil
imports are show-
ing a sign of revival
as total shipments
in July remained
highest in the last
11 months at 15.17
lakh tonnes, trade
body SEA said on
Friday.

India, world's lead-
ing vegetable oil buyer, had
imported 13.47 lakh tonnes of
edible oils in July 2019.

"Import of edible oil in July
was showing revival sign as
pipeline stock which was
reduced in April-May 2020
due to lower import is being
partially filled up," Mumbai-
based Solvent Extractors
Association of India (SEA)
said.

Edible oil imports rose 13
per cent to 15.17 lakh tonnes
on a year-on-year basis. "This
is the highest import in the last
11 months of the oil year
2019-20," the trade body said.

Much of the imports were
palm oils as total shipments
rose to 8.24 lakh tonnes in July
this year from 8.12 lakh tonnes
a year ago. 

Among palm oils, only
Crude Palm Oil (CPO) and
Crude Palm Kernel Oil
(CPKO) were imported in
July. The import of RBD
Palmolein has declined dras-
tically after it was placed on

the restricted list from January
8 this year, it said.

The trade body said soy-
abean imports also increased
to 4.84 lakh tonnes in July this
year from Rs 3.19 lakh tonnes
in the same month previous
year. Sunflower oil imports
rose marginally to 2.08 lakh
tonnes from 2 lakh tonnes in
the said period.

"In the lockdown period,
there was a spurt in demand
from households in consumer
packs for sunflower and soy-
bean oils, which is evident by
the increase in their import,"
SEA said.

However, total imports
from November 2019 to July
2020 of the current oil year
declined by 11 per cent to
95.69 lakh tonnes from 10.80
lakh tonnes in the year-ago
period mainly due to reduc-
tion in import of RBD
Palmolein by 82 per cent, it
added.

The oil year runs from
November to October. 
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IT major Infosys on Friday
announced extention of its
support for GovHack 2020 in
Australia and New Zealand.

The two-day hack event,
which begins on Friday, is
being held simultaneously in
Australia and New Zealand
and gives competitors 46 hours
to create concepts, mashups,
and models with open govern-
ment data, according to a state-
ment.

In doing so, the participants
will examine the challenges fac-
ing the government and com-
munities in new and innovative
ways, it added.

This year, the competition
has been fully virtually enabled
with the competition schedule,
datasets, problem challenges,
and team profile pages publicly
hosted, it said.

It added that the opening
and closing ceremonies will be
livestreamed.

GovHack is the largest open

data hackathon in the southern
hemisphere, the statement
added.

"As lead corporate sponsor,
Infosys is creating a dedicat-
ed version of its learning plat-

form Wingspan, so that par-
ticipants can learn while they
work. Within Infosys, some
2,20,000 employees use this
platform to access over 4,000
courses with content provid-
ed by in-house experts and
over 40 partners," the state-
ment said.

Infosys will also make the
Advanced Machine Learning
module of its AI platform
Infosys Nia available, giving
participants the tools and
frameworks to manage and

apply rules to the flow of data
from creation to storage, it
added.

Infosys Australia has set the
challenge of reimagining the
aged-care experience, seeking
easily accessible solutions that
can keep the elderly safe amid
the coronavirus pandemics.
Infosys New Zealand is seek-
ing solutions using emerging
technology that can help
improve responses to future
regional, country or world
emergencies.
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Haryana's draft industrial pol-
icy aims to attract Rs 1 lakh
crore investment, generate 5
lakh jobs and establish the state
as a favoured investment des-
tination. According to the draft
'Haryana Enterprises and
Employment Policy, 2020', the
state is planning to establish
Haryana as a competitive and
favoured investment destina-
tion, achieve regional develop-

ment, export diversification
and provide livelihood oppor-
tunities to its people through
resilient eco-
nomic devel-
opment.

"The poli-
cy objective
is to attract
investments
of Rs 1 lakh
crore and gen-
erate 5 lakh jobs in the State,"
as per the draft policy.

It also seeks to double the
exports to Rs 2 lakh crore,
revalidate at least 100 State

statutes (Acts,
Rules and
guidelines) and
make them
more suitable to
investors, build
supply chain
facilities and

infrastructure
across 22 districts.

The policy is currently being

given final touches and is sched-
uled to be released later this
month. "The policy emphasises
the need for a balanced region-
al growth across the state. This
would be strategised through fis-
cal and non-fiscal interventions
that assist dispersal of the indus-
try to the industrially backward
areas of the state and infrastruc-
ture-led geographical dispersal
driven by mega projects and
industrial corridors," according
to the draft policy.
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Hindalco Industries on Friday
posted a consolidated loss of
Rs 709 crore for the quarter
ended June 2020.

The compmany had posted
a profit after tax (PAT) of Rs
1,063 crore in the April-June
quarter a year ago.

It said that "Q1 consolidat-
ed PAT for continuing busi-
nesses before tax-effected

exceptional and special items
stood at Rs 139 crore".

The Aditya Birla Group
firm in a statement said that
"on account of certain spe-
cial items, including charita-
ble contributions towards
COVID relief, ex-gratia paid
to employees for their con-
tribution during COVID,
and Aleris acquisition costs,
the reported PAT was
impacted".
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In a bid to boost the real estate
sector and make housing
schemes affordable in urban
areas during the post-pan-
demic period, the Odisha gov-
ernment has introduced major
reforms in the Development
Authority Rules.

Odisha Urban development
Minister Pratap Jena on Friday
said the state government has
already notified the Odisha
Development Authority
(Planning & Building
Standard) Rules, 2020, which
aimed at bringing uniformity
of norms and procedure.

The new rules will also do
away with the majority of the
provisions of multiple regula-
tions notified by different
development authorities. This
will help to introduce a com-
mon online platform for build-
ing plan approval throughout
the state, he said. 

The new rules are both
proactive and progressive, Jena
said, adding that they (rule)
will address the concerns of all
the segments of urban popu-
lation.
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State-owned Indian Bank on
Friday reported a marginal 1
per cent rise in its standalone
net profit at Rs 369.26 crore in
the first quarter ended June
2020. Its net profit stood at Rs
365.37 crore in the same peri-
od a year ago. Sequentially, the
lender had posted a net loss of
Rs 217.73 crore in preceding
quarter ended March 2020.

Total income of the bank
almost doubled to Rs 11,446.71
crore during the April-June
period of 2020-21 from Rs
5,832.12 crore in the year-ago
same period, Indian Bank said
in a regulatory filing. With
regard to June 2019 quarter
and sequential January-March
2020 period numbers, the
bank said the figures are relat-
ed to standalone Indian Bank
financials for pre-amalgama-
tion period, hence not compa-
rable with post amalgamation
financials for the quarter ended
June 30, 2020.
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utrition, health, diet are
probably the most
searched words on the
internet these days.
There was a time when
nutritionists were only

consulted if someone was
hospitalised due to an ail-
ment. But over the years,
some nutritionists have
achieved a celebrity status.
One such person who under-
stands the true meaning of
health and lives and breathes
for the passion of nutrition in
Hyderabad for the past 10
years is Sridevi Jasti who has
also been in talks about
calories and healthy eating
with actress Samantha
Akkineni off late. Vibrant
living is her mantra towards

a successful health. 
There’s something about

arriving in Hyderabad that
made this cosmopolitan city
her most beloved one despite
voyaging to countries like
Italy, New York, Canada, etc.
Sridevi believes she’s born to
wander, no singular place can
be considered as her home-
town. However, she has devel-
oped a mutual love for

Hyderabad along with her
son installing
their confi-
dence in an

aspect that this city is rising
towards glory. “It has always
given me abundant love, my
family feels a sense of comfort
over here. I wouldn’t wish to
live anywhere else in India
except for Hyderabad! It has
an extravagant blend of the
‘old’ and ‘new’ cultures — a
welcoming city. I never knew
I will be living here perma-
nently, now that I am, the city
has made it quite easier for
me to sustain here in a very
charming manner,” adds the
nutritionist, who hails from
Amujuru, Andhra Pradesh. 

Having apprehensions of
getting naturally grown food
and an innovative setup of
kitchen for urban farming
purposes, she moved to
Hyderabad with her little tod-
dler. Nonetheless city provided
her with everything she want-
ed to letting her continue the
passion towards nutrition be it
connecting to local farmers or
netizens into natural living
along with the right equip-
ment — she found her way! 

“Most importantly, couple
of years ago, I realised my
near and dear ones over here
were going through a really
sad time in terms of their
dietary plans, I wanted to
teach them about diet needs.
That’s why I am here in
Hyderabad today — this is
my source of inspiration
everyday. Surprisingly, I
never knew that Hyderabad
would be at par
with other
countries but it’s
developing and
how,” she

shares.
Belonging to the times of

only one  broadcasting chan-
nel — Doordarshan, Sridevi
Jasti feels so much have
changed in Telangana since
then. The only shortcomings
were naturally grown food
and not be able to drive in
the city traffic. The weather
outlook of Hyderabad, pres-
ence of multiracial people
around and the cultural
diversity fills her with excite-
ment whenever somebody
asks her about her fondness
for this city.

“There’s development yet
we are bound to our tradi-
tions and that’s what
Hyderabad as a cultural spot
signifies. A city known for its
large Muslim population has
harmony in it and especially
the Old City fills me back
with life and pomp! I feel like
I am in an another country
almost as far as we have wit-
nessed hubs like Jubilee hills,
there’s a great contrast
although geographically it’s
just side by side. We have
water bodies, rocks, cultural
heritage buildings, shopping
chains, multi starrer hotels,
bandis, street vendors, well-
ness centres, farmers, poets
all under one roof adding
colours to Hyderabad,” she
adds.

Asserting this city is
known for its rich history,
food and its multi-lingual
culture, she feels Hyderabad’s
skyline boasts the distinctive
minarets of mosques, intri-
cate figurines of Hindu tem-
ples, beautiful Churches and

distinctive architecture of
Gurudwaras. It has a well-
founded reputation as one of
the safest cities, streets are
safe to walk in any time of
the day or night as she loves
going out for late night shop-
ping. Describing one of her
fondest memories of taking a
leisurely stroll in one of the
universities built by her
father as a civil engineer in
Rajendra Nagar mandal, pro-

vided 
her with peace. In course of
time, Sridevi Jasti has become
a renowned nutritionist in
Hyderabad endorsed by 
some known Tollywood
celebrities with a belief that
there is no shortcuts to los-
ing weight. Hyderabad gave
her opportunities to expand,
she’s making it big and the
link towards success is now 
tightly bound!
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oll Rida’s Nagali is
a rap about farm-
ers and their trou-
bles, especially
during the lock-
down called due to

the COVID-19 pandemic.
The video also features Amit
Tiwari, his Bigg Boss Telugu 2
housemate, playing a farmer
facing the heat of the situa-
tion. Roll’s new single has
been directed by Harikanth
Gunamagari, co-produced by
Ajay Mysore and Dhatri
Ammanabolu. Music by
prominent music director
Pravin Lakkaraju beautifully
complements the lyrics and
makes one feel stronger for
the cause.

The rap’s powerful and
intentional lyrics have caught
the attention of people
belonging to various walks of
life and ages. The rap, penned
by Roll himself, is sure to
break the hearts of even a pre-
occupied 10-year-old living in
the suburbs. The video has
already garnered supportive
comments from fans who’re
cheering and congratulating
the rapper for touching
intense subjects like this. 
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We’ve all stopped venturing
out and rested for at least five
months now, while some oth-
ers had the option to work
from home except the medical
staff, police officers and other
frontline workers. They have

all been lauded for their work.
But not many thought about
our ‘anna daatas’ — the farm-
ers, they were silently working
behind the scenes. Imagine if
they locked themselves in
too? More than COVID, we’d
have to be fighting a famine.
They’re often called the back-
bone of our country, and
sadly, remain right there — at
the back, their efforts rarely
are appreciated, their better-
ment seldom talked about. 
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I definitely think they will,
in fact, that’s the whole idea
behind the song — that all of
us, who’re preoccupied with
our own problems, will see

the reality of the plight of
those who feed us. Moreover,
I made the video for more of
awareness than commercial
success. Just like Arupu,
which was about women’s
safety and their issues,
reached a million people, I
believe this one too, about a
farmer, will reach and influ-
ence many. For me, it’s aware-
ness through entertainment,
because if you can, why not?
Pop legend Michael Jackson

believed in spreading love
through music. I want to fol-
low in the steps of such artists
who offer a message, an idea,
awareness through their
music. I want to leverage
whatever impact my songs
can have on people because I
can and I’m more than grate-
ful for that.

23;	(653,+ ?+	(-	(+
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Even if this song might not
turn out to be a major hit like
my other commercial songs,
but manages to inspire at least
one person to do something
about a farmer’s issues, or
make one even want to take
up farming, I’ve done my job,
I count the video a success.
That's bigger than any hit for
me.
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Every lyric in the rap is
very intentional, they came
right from my heart. Once I
sent these lyrics to the music
director, Pravin, he was super
impressed and wanted to do it
right away, I’m so thankful to
him. I also can’t thank our
producers, Ajay, and Dhatri
enough — at a time when
people incurred losses, lost
jobs because of the pandemic,
and were taking careful and
calculated decisions, they
immediately came forward to

invest in a non-commercial
song in times like this. It only
shows how everyone was on
board with the idea and the
cause of the song. I’m grateful
to have known and worked
with Amit too. It wouldn’t
have been possible with even
one of the crew members
missing.  

23;	+3>C2	 ?$	$(A�
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Oh, so so tough, because on
any other day, we’d have at
least 100 crew members, this
time, we had only about 25-30
people around. This meant
less manpower and more
workload on each one of us.
But the team did a great job!
We strictly followed the
guidelines laid down by the
government. In fact, we feel
that even mother nature gave
us her blessings, because it
has been raining heavily until
the day we shot, which was 3
days, and it began to rain
immediately after we wrapped
the shoot!
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There’s a lot in the pipeline.
The next one coming up is an
interesting story about an
innocent boy turning to be a
gangster, about the various
circumstances and issues that
led him to become that, so
stay tuned!
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reksha Mehta,
Manmeet Grewal,
Anupama Pathak
and Sameer
Sharma. These
names share two

things in common. All of
them are actors by profes-
sion, and all of them
unfortunately committed
suicide during the lock-
down. The crisis and
uncertainty that the
Covid-induced lockdown
brought in its wake was
perhaps too much and
they could not deal with
its pressure.

Celebrity suicides dur-
ing the lockdown has
taken the discussion on
mental health, and the
dark side of the entertain-
ment industry, to the next
level.

The most talked-about
unnatural death during
the lockdown has been
Sushant Singh Rajput’s.
While probe is still to
ascertain if it was a suicide
or some other reason, it is
obvious that the late actor
might have been in some
sort of psychological pres-
sure in his last days.

Talking of mental health
and duress, Dr Seema
Hingorrany told IANS:
“Not just actors but several

people have committed
suicide during lockdown.
Depression level is high
among people. The fact is,
the lockdown crisis was
just a trigger along with
financial insecurity and
loneliness. Loneliness is a
major trigger.”

“Many a time it happens
that people who have gone
through trauma —
whether it is from their
childhood or a sexual
assault, bullying by the
society or any other inter-
nal emotional humiliation
— have not given them-
selves a chance to heal. It
stayed in their subcon-
scious. So, when a crisis
occurs, the mind starts
thinking irrationally,
which pushes someone to
take an extreme step. I
deal with lot of such cases
where people have terrible
past memories that they
are carrying as baggage of
bitterness and that surface
from time to time,” added
the clinical psychologist.

After Sushant’s death
was initially painted as a
suicide out of depression,
many personalities came
on television channels and
shared their view on men-
tal health and the dark
side of the glamourous

Bollywood business.
Cine And TV Artistes’

Association, or CINTAA,
has tied up with Zindagi
Helpline for combating
suicides, and has roped in
psychiatrists and psy-
chotherapists for artistes
associated with the body.

“The layers of pressure
for an actor are as much
or more than the layers of
makeup,” says actor Amit
Behl, senior joint secretary
and spokesperson, CIN-
TAA.

“The social media adds
to the stress of being
under constant watch. The
industry is not about con-
stant fame or constant
income, and lockdown has
obviously added to the
anxiety and stress, leading
to depression over an
uncertain future. But CIN-
TAA is not cash-rich,” he
added, reasoning why the
organisation cannot mon-
etarily support all its
members.

Talking on the tie-up, he
said, “We reach out to our
members in as many ways
possible and hold hands,
not just during the pan-
demic but always. We are
concerned about this issue
and want to take it up fur-
ther.”

�

he Enforcement
Directorate prob-
ing the money
laundering case
involving the
death of Sushant

Singh Rajput has found no
big transactions from the
late Bollywood actor’s
accounts to the bank
account of his girlfriend
Rhea Chakraborty.

However, the ED has
found that Rs 15 crore was
transacted from his account
as alleged by his father K.K.
Singh, said an ED source
related to the probe. The
ED source also said that the
agency will try to ascertain
besides Sushant, who was
using his debit cards, inter-
net banking, credit cards
and other financial transac-
tions.

“We are mapping the
transactions to ascertain the
movement of money from
Sushant’s account to other
accounts and for what pur-
pose,” he added.

The agency said that the
agency is collecting all the
banking transaction details
to study the mode of pay-
ments done via Sushant’s
bank account.

The source also pointed
out that out of Rs 15 crore,
approximately Rs 2.7 crore
was paid as taxes by the late
actor.

Another ED source, relat-
ed to the probe also pointed
out that Sushant and Rhea,
who were in a relationship
spent on each other.
However, there is no such

big transactions, he said.
The ED, which took over

the money laundering probe
on July 31 is also scrutinis-
ing how Rhea, her brother
Showik came together and
formed companies with
Sushant. Rhea is a director
in Vividrage Rhealityx while
her brother Showik is a
director in Front India for
World Foundation along
with Sushant.

The source said that
the ED is working on
every financial
transaction to and
from Sushant and
the siblings
bank
accounts.

ctor Sonu Sood is
being hailed as
messiah of
migrants lately,
due to his efforts
in helping them

reach home during the
pandemic-induced lock-
down. However, there was
a time when things were
not so rosy for him here.

Talking about his days
of struggle, Sonu said, “I
am an engineer, and after
my graduation when I
went back to my family, I
thought I would start a
family business there.
But I always wished to
come to Mumbai.
Initially I thought that
my parents would
stop me from going to
Mumbai as I am their
only son, but my
mother asked me to go

and achieve my dreams.”
“I still remember when I

first came to Mumbai, I
had Rs 5,500 which I had
saved. I went to Film City,
paid Rs 400 to get an entry

because I

was stopped at the gate. I
thought that if I roamed
around in Film City, a
director or a producer
would spot me and cast me
in their project, which
never happened. It is only
because of my parents’
blessings that I am here

now,” added the actor,
who had started

his film career
with the 1999

Tamil movie
Kallazhagar.

Sonu
opened up
on his film
journey
while shoot-

ing for the
Azadi special

episode of the
show India’s 

Best Dancer.
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eading pro-
ducer
BVSN
Prasad's
Sri
Venka-

teswara Cine
Chitra and top director
Sukumar’s Sukumar
Writings have
joined forces to
produce Sai Tej’s
next. To mark the
directorial debut
of Karthik
Dandu, who has
been a part of
Sukumar’s writing
team in the past, the
untitled film will be a
mystical thriller — a
first-of-a kind genre
for Tej, who until now
was mostly seen in
commercial potboilers.

The film was offi-
cially announced on
Friday with a poster
which read ‘Siddharthi

naama
samvathsare, brihasm-
ritihi simharasou
sthitha namaye, anthi-
ma pushkare’. Helping
his protégé Karthik on
the screenplay front is
Sukumar himself.

Of late, Sukumar has

ramped-up production
activities under his
banner. Film with Tej is
his third joint produc-
tion in the last couple
of years.  He has
Uppena ready to
release and 18 Pages
with Nikhil.

The chances of Tej’s
latest signing going to
floors this year are
bleak. He is first
required to complete a
couple of songs for
first-time director
Subbu’s Solo Brathuke
So Better (SBSB), which
he headlines along with
Nabha Natesh before
diving into the filming
of Deva Katta’s socio-

political drama, where
he is rumoured to be
playing an IAS officer.

Meanwhile, there’s a
strong buzz that after
Nani-starrer V, the next
big-ticket project that
is likely to have a direct
digital release is SBSB.
With no sign of the-
atres reopening any-
time sooner, BVSN
Prasad is believed to
have negotiated a
handsome deal with a
leading OTT player.
Another production of
his, a romantic comedy
featuring Ashok Selvan,
Nithya Menen and Ritu
Varma, was part of the
deal, reports claim.

iharika Konidela,
who went public
with her relation-
ship to JV
Chaitanya in June
earlier this year, got

engaged to him at a plush
hotel in Hyderabad on
Thursday evening. The
event was at an intimate
affair with just immediate
family members in turn out.

For the event, Niharika
wore a dazzling violet
coloured lehenga paired
with a long sleeved embroi-
dery blouse, while the
groom-to-be Chaitanya cut
a dash in a lalchi pyjama
matching the colour with
his bride-to-be.

Megastar Chiranjeevi and
his family, Allu Arjun with
wife Sneha, Sai Dharam Tej
and Vaisshnav Tej attended
the ceremony. The only
notable absentee was Pawan

Kalyan.
Taking to Instagram after

the event, Naga Babu had a
cheeky message to share for
Chaitanya. He wrote, “Dear
chay, everyone say that she
is more like me in many
ways than any. I believe in
you that you will shower her
with all the Love in the
world. And also from today
onwards, she is officially
your problem (sic).”

Arjun, Upasna and Ram
Charan as well took to their
social media pages to con-
gratulate Niharika and wel-
come Chaitanya into the
family.

Chaitanya, an alumnus of
BITS Pilani and the Indian
School of Business (ISB), is
the son of M Prabhakara
Rao, Guntur’s Inspector
General of Police. He is
presently employed with a
leading MNC in Hyderabad.
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n a fresh develop-
ment, filmmaker
Krish has got the
nods of Rakul
Preet Singh and
one-film-old

Vaisshnav Tej to front his
next directorial, which he
will complete before he
shifts complete attention
to his high-budget cos-
tume drama with Pawan
Kalyan. The director has
shot some portions of
Pawan’s untitled film in
Hyderabad before
COVID-19 outbreak
brought the shoot to a
screeching halt. Not keen
on wasting time further,
the director, who is
known for his breakneck
speed of filmmaking,
decided to take up anoth-
er venture and wrap it
under 50 days. 

The director’s in-house
production house First
Frame Entertainments
will be producing the new
venture which will roll

next month. When con-
tacted, producer Rajeev
Reddy said, “While I can-
not disclose the film's
genre now, it's a story that
Krish has been excited
about for a long time.
The schedule chart hasn't
been prepared yet but he
will wrap it up quickly.
The idea is to complete it
by the time Pawan wraps
up Vakeel Saab.”

VS Gnana Shekar, who
has shot most of Krish’s
Telugu films from
Krishnam Vande
Jagadgurum, has been
signed on as the lensman.




���������	�������
��������	�����"�
.���
������	���
���������*�0���	��

eading producer
Allu Aravind
believes that if a
vaccine for coron-
avirus is discov-
ered followed by

the reopening of cinema
halls, the first six months
will attract a lot of foot-
falls. “Recently in Spain,
cinema halls reopened
and there was a 13 per-
cent surge in occupancy
rate than what it was last
year. I foresee a happen-
ing where weekends will
attract more audiences in
the Telugu states,” the
producer, who is the co-
owner of Telugu stream-
ing app aha, said in a
zoom session with the
media recently.

Admitting that the
lockdown did help the
cause of aha to an extent,
Aravind noted that OTT
platforms will occupy a
huge space in the enter-
tainment sector. However,
he is of the opinion that
theatrical experience can
never be replaced.
“There’s nothing like
watching a film in a cine-
ma hall. Until theatres
provide sound, visual and
ambience of high quality,
there’s no danger to their
existence. They will com-
pete with OTT but at the
end of the day, cinema
will remain the king,” he
declared with an air of
confidence.

The producer, whose

bona fides include block-
busters like Rowdy Alludu,
Annayya, Magadheera and
Sarrainodu among others
in a career spanning more
than four and half
decades, is happy with the
growth trajectory of aha
ever since its February
launch.  “40 lakh aha apps
have been installed so far,
while 1.28 crore people
have browsed through its
content. Our target of 18
months was achieved in
the first six months itself,
making us happier and a
surprised bunch as well,”
he stated, expressing con-
fidence that aha will grow
by three-four times
around this time next year.
“42 new shows have been
sanctioned till the June of
next year.”

When asked whether
his sons- Allu Arjun and
Sirish-will take the OTT
plunge, he shared, “A big
north Indian hero is set
for his OTT debut soon
with a show whose bud-
get is around Rs 170
crore. In a couple of years
or before, our mainstream
actors will join the OTT
bandwagon.”

To a question on recent
reports about megastar
Chiranjeevi in talks for a
show with aha, the Geetha
Arts chief noted, “We are
having discussions with
him. We have to impress
him with a big show; we
are trying our best.”
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ilmmaker Deva
Katta on Friday
unveiled the
theme poster of
his next,

Indraprastham, which is
loosely inspired by the
friendship and rivalry

shared by united Andhra
Pradesh iconic politicians-
N Chandrababu Naidu
and YS Rajasekhara
Reddy — and their jour-
ney in reshaping the land-
scape of Andhra Pradesh
politics for three decades.
The announcement comes
days after he accused pro-
ducer Vishnu Induri of
trying to make a web
series on the similar story,
with Chadarangam web

series fame director Raj
attached to direct.

The voiceover of Katta
in the poster describes
what the film will tread.
“The purpose of any com-
petition is to find winners.
Winners run the world!
When two best friends
compete in a sport, the
game gets a lot more
interesting.” The poster
also carried a quote which
read as “moralities change,

the battle for power
remains constant”.

Harsha V and Teja C
together will be producing
the project under Proodos
Productions banner, with
Katta set to direct. While
it remains to be seen
whether the director will
be making it as a web
series or a feature film, he
will, however, begin it
after he wraps up Sai Tej’s
next.
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eipzig stunned Atletico
Madrid 2-1 on Thursday
to reach the Champions

League semi-finals for the
first time as Tyler Adams’
88th-minute winner earned
them a showdown with Paris
Saint-Germain.

Atletico looked to have
secured extra-time at the
Estadio Jose Alvalade when
Joao Felix won and then
scored a penalty to cancel
out Dani Olmo’s headed open-
er early in the second half.

But Adams proved an
unlikely hero for Leipzig,
coming off the bench to
snatch victory in Lisbon after
his fired effort took a cruel
deflection of Stefan Savic and
flew in.

The win marks a historic

night for Leipzig, who were
only formed 11 years ago and
played their first-ever season
in Germany’s top flight in
2016.

Progress to the last four also
puts another feather in the cap
of their coach Julian
Nagelsmann, whose
stock will rise even
further after ousting
Diego Simeone, one of
this competition’s
most gnarly tacticians.

“I’m perhaps one
of the happiest coaches in the
world,” Nagelsmann said.

“We were the better team,
the result is totally OK. The
second goal is a bit lucky but
we found the space behind the
defensive line. I think we
were the better team today.”

Their challenge is now to

defeat PSG on Tuesday, the
French champions who have
only played three matches in
almost half a year and need-
ed a late escape to see off
Atalanta on Tuesday.

“It’s normal that when
you get to the next
round, you want more,”
Nagelsmann said.

“Tonight we’re happy.
Tomorrow we’ll start
looking at Paris. That
will be another difficult
game but we'll have a

plan.”

��������������
For Atletico and Simeone,

this was an opportunity
spurned to go far in Europe at
the end of what has been a dis-
appointing season in Spain.

After Real Madrid’s loss

against Manchester City, only
Barcelona are left to fly the
Spanish flag in this tourna-
ment and they face a formida-
ble challenge against Bayern
Munich on Friday.

Questions will be asked
again about the future of
Simeone, who has struggled to
recreate an Atletico side capa-
ble of challenging for major
honours.

His notoriously defensive
approach, which saw off hold-
ers Liverpool in the last 16,
looked outdated here against
the slick, quick and free-flow-
ing style of their opponents.

“It hurts a lot,” said
Atletico’s Saul Niguez. “They
had superiority in many areas
on the pitch, inside, outside.
Many times we were not even
close to stopping them.”

#�J%)��')?Twenty three-time
Grand Slam champion Serena
Williams overcame a stern
test from elder sister Venus to
make it to the quarter-finals at
the inaugural Top Seed Open.

Serena, No 1 seed, defeat-
ed Venus 3-6, 6-3, 6-4 in a
thrilling match that lasted for
two hours and 19 minutes on
Thursday played at the Centre
Court.

“I’ve lost a few tight sets
lately, so I was telling myself I
really wanted to win this one
and try to focus on those last
two games,” Serena said in her
on-court interview as per the
WTA website.

“I’m super relaxed. Having
no crowd sort of makes things
more relaxing. I’ve practised in
louder places than this court!”

“I honestly didn’t come
here to win. For the first time
in my career, I came here to

win some matches and see
what happens. I haven’t had
this much time off since the
baby, so now I’m just trying to
get some rhythm and see what
happens,” she added.

It was Serena’s 19th win
over the five-time
Wimbledon champion in
their 31 encounters. Serena
will next face Shelby Rogers
— who defeated rising
Canadian star Leylah Annie
Fernandez 6-2, 7-5 — for a
spot in the semi-finals. AFP

�����?
Top seed Simona Halep
cruised to the WTA Prague Open
semi-finals after seeing off Poland’s
qualifier Magdalena Frech in two
sets on another scorching day on
Friday.

The reigning Wimbledon
champion needed only 59 minutes
to beat the 22-year-old Pole 6-2, 6-
0 in what was her first convincing
win at tournament following two
tight three-setters.

“It was a good one and I take
it,” the 28-year-old world number
two told the public Czech Television.

“I hit the ball stronger and I
opened the court better” than in the
previous two matches, Halep
added. AFP
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Reigning US Open women’s
champion Bianca

Andreescu on Thursday said
that she will not defend her title,
saying the coronavirus pan-
demic has contributed to an
inability to prepare for the event.

The 20-year-old Canadian,
who defeated Serena Williams in
last year’s final, said she wants to
concentrate on being at her
best when she does return to
competition.

Her decision means that
this year’s event, which starts in
New York on August 31, will be
without both of its 2019 cham-
pions after Rafael Nadal also said
he would skip the tournament
over health fears.

“After many discussions
with those closest to me, I have
made the difficult decision not
to return to New York this
year,” Andreescu said in a state-
ment released on social media.

“I have taken this step in

order to focus on my match fit-
ness and ensure that I return
ready to play at my highest level.”

“The US Open victory last
year has been the high point of
my career thus far and I will miss
not being there,” Andreescu
said. “However, I realise that the
unforseen challenges, including
the Covid pandemic, have com-
promised my ability to prepare
and compete to the degree nec-
essary to play at my highest
level.”

Olga Govortsova of Belarus
will take Andreescu’s place in the
US Open main draw.
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Enigmatic former India skip-
per Mahendra Singh Dhoni

and some of his Chennai Super
Kings teammates arrived here
on Friday for a short training
camp ahead of the IPL in UAE,
where the World Cup-winning
star will make his eagerly-await-
ed return to competitive crick-
et after a prolonged sabbatical.

Apart from Dhoni, others
who have reached the city for
the week-long camp beginning
on Saturday at the M A
Chidambaram stadium are
Suresh Raina, Deepak Chahar,
Piyush Chawla and Kedar
Jadhav.

“Thirteen or 14 of the 16
Indian players will be part of the
camp, including MS. Since they
came after undergoing Covid-
19 tests, their next test will be 72
hours before leaving for the
UAE on August 21. They will
start training from tomorrow,”
a CSK official told PTI.

All the players, except all-
rounder Ravindra Jadeja, are
expected to participate in the
camp.

A CSK official said Jadeja
would be missing training
owing to personal reasons and
would join the squad before its
departure the tournament
venue.

All the players would be
subjected to two tests here and
only if they return negative for

coronavirus, they would be
allowed to fly to Dubai, the offi-
cial added.

The franchise has picked
eight net bowlers from Tamil
Nadu and they will also travel
with the side to the UAE.

The camp was planned
after the Tamil Nadu
Government gave the nod to
use the facilities at the MAC
with restrictions being eased
gradually. 
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Multinational conglomerate
Tata Group has submitted

its ‘Expression of Interest’ to
become IPL title sponsor this
year, joining education technol-
ogy company Unacademy and
fantasy sports platform Dream11
in a bid to replace Chinese
mobile phone company Vivo for
one season.

Friday was the last date of
submission of ‘EOI’ to the BCCI.
The IPL will be held from
September 19 to November 10
in the UAE this year and the
winning bidder will hold the
rights for four months and 13
days. Tata Group’s entry into the

fray makes the bidding war on
August 18 very interesting as
BCCI is expecting that the win-
ning bid will not be much lower
than Vivo’s �440 crore annual
contract even though the rights
period is of a short duration.

“Yes, Tata Group has sub-
mitted their Expression of
Interest to buy IPL title rights,”
a group spokesperson said

A source in the BCCI ear-
lier confirmed the submission of
EOIs from the other two com-
panies.

“The EOI doesn’t have to
mention the bid amount. It will
be sent on August 18,” the offi-
cial said. “Post the delivery of the
EOI, BCCI shall inform the

rights, product categories and
entitlements to the interested
third parties. The final bid
should be sent to eoi@bcci.Tv
between 11 am to 1pm on
August 18, 2020,” the BCCI has
already stated.

Yoga guru Baba Ramdev’s
Patanjali and Jio
Communications are also report-
edly in fray but no immediate
confirmation was forthcoming
from the BCCI on these two
names.

The Board has made it clear
that the highest bidder might not
get the title sponsorship unless
the parent body is satisfied with
its plan for the high-valued
brand.
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All matches of this season’s I-
League and second divison

league qualifiers will be held in Kolkata with strict
health and safety measures in place to deal with the
Covid-19 threat, the All India Football Federation
(AIFF) said on Friday.

The decision was taken in a virtual meeting of
the League Committee chaired by AIFF senior vice-
president Subrata Dutta.

The I-League, the country’s second tier club com-
petition, is likely to kick off in November while the
second diviison qualifiers is tentatively scheduled for
the third week of next month. But the schedule of
both the leagues is subject to Government clearance.

The AIFF said the schedule and date for the sec-
ond division qualifiers and the I-League, however,
would be finalised once the guidelines from the cen-
tral Government are issued.

Dutta said that the AIFF will directly be respon-
sible for the safety of the players and officials.
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Doubles badminton player
N Sikki Reddy and phys-

iotherapist Kiran
Challagundla on Friday
underwent Covid-19 tests for
a second time, a day after test-
ing positive for the virus
which forced the national
camp to be halted in
Hyderabad.

The 26-year-old Sikki, a

Commonwealth Games
Bronze-medallist, and Kiran
on Thursday tested positive
for the contagious disease at
the SAI Pullela Gopichand
academy, which was immedi-
ately closed down for saniti-
sation and the national bad-
minton camp was suspended
for a few days.

“Sikki and Kiran decided
to get themselves tested again
in Continental hospital in
Hyderabad today. The results
are expected tomorrow. They
did it in their personal capac-
ity, just to rule out any dis-
crepancy,” said a source close
to the development.

“Rest of the members
decided that if there report
again comes positive then
they all will get themselves
tested after a few days.”
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Mohammad Rizwan scored a gritty, unbeat-
en half-century to guide Pakistan past 200

against an increasingly frustrated England
before the teams were forced off because of bad
light before tea on the second day of the sec-
ond Test on Friday. Pakistan was 215-8 at the
enforced end of the session, with Rizwan on 53
and Mohammad Abbas on 2.

England looked like wrapping up the
Pakistan innings after star batsman Babar Azam
(47) edged behind a brilliant ball from Stuart
Broad that seamed and squared up Babar.

That made the score 158-6 and two more
wickets fell for 18 runs, with Yasir Shah (5) flash-
ing at a delivery from Jimmy Anderson and edg-
ing to give wicketkeeper Jos Buttler another
catch before Shaheen Afridi (0) was run out by
Dom Sibley at the non-striker’s end after a mix-
up. England’s seam bowling unraveled in the
final half-hour, with the field set by captain Joe
Root perhaps too negative under threatening
skies and with two lower-order batsmen in the
middle. On occasions, there were five or six out
near the boundary as Root spread the field.

Anderson has the best bowling figures, with
3-48. The tourists trail 1-0 in the three-match
series after losing the first match by three wick-
ets in Manchester. Another victory for England
will clinch a first Test series against Pakistan in
10 years, and a second series of this pandem-
ic-affected summer having already beaten the
West Indies. 

��������3�����������
�9�
� /:)�:)

Arsenal have signed Brazil midfielder
Willian on a three-year deal after the 32-

year-old’s contract with Chelsea expired.
The 32-year-old forward is an experienced

player and has made more than 600 club
appearances in a career spanning 13 seasons.
He has played in leagues all over the world and
Arsenal will be hoping he can given them a big
boost next season.

Willian started at Brazilian side
Corinthians, before joining Shakhtar Donetsk
in August 2007. In his six years there, he won
four Ukrainian Premier League titles and the
UEFA Cup in 2009. Four years later, he briefly
signed for Anzhi Makhachkala before joining
Chelsea, winning the Premier League and
League Cup in his second season in England.
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2500 people attend socially-
distanced concert in UK

Woman gives birth to son
mid-flight, names him ‘Sky’

Man pulls 10-tonne truck,
urges youth to quit drugs

Antarctica ice shelves are
melting  faster, finds study 


