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After calling off his rebellion
against Rajasthan Chief

Minister Ashok Gehlot,
Congress leader Sachin Pilot
returned to Jaipur on Tuesday
amid indication that the party
high command may again
entrust him with some “signif-
icant” responsibility.

There were telltale indica-
tions of this proposition. To
start with, the high command
set up a three-member com-
mittee consisting of senior
leaders to look into the issues
raised by Pilot and some MLAs
against Gehlot’s style of func-
tioning.

If Pilot was not going to be
associated with the State
Government or State Congress,
there would have been no need
to set up such a committee,
which would primarily ensure
better coordination between
Pilot and Gehlot in the future.

Secondly, throughout the
day in his different media
interaction and interview, Pilot
never said he was not looking
to regain the post of Deputy

Chief Minister or the State
president. “I’ve left it to the high
command,” was his stock
replies to pointed questions
about his future, though he
kept asserting he would con-
tinue to serve people of
Rajasthan.

Thirdly, Pilot made it a
point to emphasise he has
nothing personal against
Gehlot, whom he addressed as

an “elderly” and “experienced”
leader.

Against this background it
looks obvious that Pilot and his
supporting MLAs could hope
to get their pound of flesh,
though it may take time.

On his arrival in Jaipur, he
was greeted by hundreds of his
supporters. Pilot said he was
pained by the words used
against him, but he would like

to forget and move on.
“I am sad, shocked, and

hurt due to the kind of words
used against me,” Pilot said. He
said there should not be any
space for “personal ill-feel-
ings” in politics and there
should not be any vendetta pol-
itics.

“I have not demanded any
post from the party but have
said that MLAs have raised
issues and there should be no
vendetta politics against them,”
he told reporters at his resi-
dence.

He said differences can be
ideological, on functioning or
thoughts but in politics, there
is no space for vendetta. “I had
and have good relations with all
leaders,” he said.

“I am happy that the party
leadership heard our issue to be
it related to functioning, devel-
opment, workers participation,
self-respect, etc. The AICC
has constituted a committee,
which in a time-bound manner
will address the issues,” said
Pilot.

Pilot was fired from his
post of Deputy CM as well as

State Congress chief after he
rebelled against the Ashok
Gehlot Government last
month.

“We never spoke or did
anything against the party or
party leadership. Several peo-
ple spread many rumors and
raised many questions but we
remain on the stand that we
took 30 days ago,” Sachin Pilot
said.

Continued on Page 4
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Holding that daughters can-
not be deprived of their

right of equality, the Supreme
Court on Tuesday ruled that
they will have equal rights to
inherit joint Hindu family
property as sons, saying the
amended Hindu Succession
act that came in force in 2005
will have retrospective effect.

“A daughter always
remains a loving daughter. A
son is a son until he gets a wife.
A daughter is a daughter
throughout her life,” the top
court observed in a significant
judgment while upholding the
rights of a daughter even if the
father died before the enact-
ment of the Hindu Succession
(Amendment) Act, 2005.

A bench of Justices Arun
Mishra, S Nazeer and MR Shah
said the provisions contained in
substituted Section 6 of the
Hindu Succession Act, 1956,
confer the status of coparcener
on the daughter born before or
after the amendment in the
same manner as a son with the
same rights and liabilities.

Coparcener is a term used
for a person who assumes a
legal right in parental proper-
ty by birth only.

The verdict makes it clear
that the amendment to the
Hindu Succession Act, 1956,
granting equal rights to daugh-
ters to inherit ancestral prop-
erty would have retrospective
effect. The top court overruled
its earlier 2015 decision in
which it had originally held
that the rights under the
amendment are applicable to
living daughters of living
coparceners as on September 9,
2005, irrespective of when such
daughters are born.

The judgment on a batch of
appeals against the 2015 verdict
came on the issue whether the
amendment to the Hindu
Succession Act, 1956, granting
equal rights to daughters to
inherit ancestral property
would have retrospective effect.

“The rights can be claimed
by the daughter born earlier

with effect from September 9,
2005 with savings as provided
in Section 6(1) as to the dis-
position or alienation, partition
or testamentary disposition
which had taken place before
December 20, 2004. Since 
the right in coparcenary is by
birth, it is not necessary that
father coparcener should be liv-
ing as on September 9, 2005”
it said.

The SC, in its 121-page
judgement, said the statutory
fiction of partition created by
proviso to Section 6 of the
Hindu Succession Act, 1956 as
originally enacted did not bring
about the actual partition or
disruption of coparcenary.

“The fiction was only for
the purpose of ascertaining
share of deceased coparcener
when he was survived by a
female heir, of ClassI as spec-
ified in the Schedule to the Act
of 1956 or male relative of such
female.

Continued on Page 4

��	�� ';.
/;-<6

Amid the race to develop a
Covid-19 vaccine, Russia

has become the first country in
the world to register a vaccine
against coronavirus disease.
Russian President Vladimir
Putin announced the approval
of a coronavirus vaccine for use
on Tuesday, claiming it as a
“world first,” and one of his
daughters has already been
inoculated amid continued
concern and unanswered ques-
tions over its safety and effec-
tiveness.

The vaccine has been given
regulatory approval after less
than two months of testing on
humans. The vaccine was
named ‘Sputnik V’ in reference
to the 1957 launch of a Soviet
satellite, which opened space to
exploration by humans.

“This morning, for the first
time in the world, a vaccine
against the new coronavirus
was registered in Russia,” Putin

said during a televised video-
conference call with
Government Ministers. “One
of my daughters had this vac-
cine. I think in this sense she
took part in the experiment,”
Putin said.

He said that his daughter
had a temperature of 38 degrees
Celsius (100.4 Fahrenheit) on
the day of the first vaccine
injection, and then it dropped
to just over 37 degrees (98.6
Fahrenheit) on the following
day. After the second shot she

again had a slight increase in
temperature, but then it was all
over. “She’s feeling well and has
high number of antibodies,”
Putin added.

Meanwhile, Dr Randeep
Guleria, Director of the New
Delhi-based All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS),
has said, “First, we need to be
clear that the vaccine is safe.
That is the first standard that
the world will look at for mass
production.”

He also said that if the vac-
cine makes antibodies, how
long would they last for, also
needs to be answered.

The claim of victory by
Putin in the global push to
make an effective vaccine
against Covid-19 comes amid
suggestions that Russia has cut
essential corners in its devel-
opment. The vaccine has yet to
go through crucial Phase 3 tri-
als where it would be admin-
istered to thousands of people. 

Continued on Page 4
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Former President Pranab
Mukherjee continues to

remain critical on ventilator
support post-surgery for a
brain clot, the Army’s Research
and Referral (R&R) Hospital
said on Tuesday.

The Tuesday evening med-
ical bulletin said the former
President “has not shown any
improvement and his status has
worsened. He remains on ven-
tilator support”.

Mukherjee underwent
emergency life-saving surgery
for a brain clot on Monday. 

In a statement, the Army
Hospital said, “Pranab
Mukherjee’s health condition
continues to remain critical at
Army Hospital (R&R) Delhi
Cantonment. The former
President, who underwent life-
saving emergency surgery for
brain clot on August 10, 2020,
has not shown any improve-
ment and his health status has
worsened. He remains on ven-
tilator support.”

A multidisciplinary team of
doctors is constantly monitor-
ing Mukherjee’s health.

The former President, 84,
was admitted to the military
hospital on Monday afternoon
and was tested Covid-19 pos-
itive. “On a visit to the hospi-
tal for a separate procedure, I
have tested positive for Covid-
19 today. I request the people
who came in contact with me
in the last week, to please self
isolate and get tested for Covid-
19,” Mukherjee tweeted on
Monday afternoon.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh visited the R&R Hospital
on Monday and enquired about
the former president’s health.
Singh was at the hospital for
around 20 minutes.

��!�� 6'/47;

Famous Urdu poet Rahat
Indori, whose powerful and

lucid poetry filled halls and
connected with the young and
old alike, died of a heart attack
at a hospital here on Tuesday
while being treated for Covid-
19, his son said. He was 70. 

The teacher-turned-poet
had been admitted to hospital
on Tuesday morning after he
tested positive for the disease.
He is survived by three sons
and a daughter. “He was admit-
ted for coronavirus treatment
but died after suffering a heart
attack,” son Satlaj Indori, also
a poet, told PTI.

Indore District Collector
Manish Singh said Indori was
undergoing treatment at the Sri
Aurobindo Institute of Medical
Sciences.

In the morning, the lyri-
cist-poet tweeted about his
Covid-19 diagnosis and said he
will keep everyone updated
through social media.

Continued on Page 4
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A20-year-old woman, on a
visit home from the US

where she studied, died in
Bulandshahr in a road accident,
which her family alleged hap-
pened because two motorcycle-
borne men were following her
two-wheeler and harassing her,
officials said on Tuesday.

The daughter of a tea-shop
owner, Sudiksha Bhati died
Monday morning near
Aurangabad when she was rid-
ing pillion on a motorcycle with
her younger brother, a minor,
they said.

The two were en route to
their maternal uncle’s home in
Bulandshahr’s Khanpur area
from their house at Deri Scanar
village in Gautam Buddh
Nagar’s Dadri tehsil, the offi-
cials said.

The eldest among six sib-
lings, Bhati had an envious aca-
demic record. “She got admit-
ted in our school in 2011 in

Class 6. In 2018, she scored 98
per cent marks in class 12
examination and topped the
district,” said Bishwajit
Banerjee, the principal of
Sikandrabad Vidyagyan
School, Bulandshahr.

She then went onto win a
�3.8-crore scholarship from
Babson College, Massachusetts
(US), and was pursuing a grad-
uation course in entrepre-
neurship, he said.

She had come to India due
to the coronavirus pandemic
and was scheduled to go back
to the US on August 20.

They also alleged that
while going to her maternal
uncle Monday, she was being
harassed by the two unidenti-
fied persons during the ride
which led to the accident.

Additional Superintendent
of Police (City) Atul Kumar
Srivastava said there was traf-
fic on the route when the acci-
dent happened.

Continued on Page 4
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Bihar and Maharashtra
Governments sparred in

the Supreme Court on Tuesday
over jurisdiction to probe film
star Sushant Singh Rajput’s
death.

While the late actor’s father
told the Supreme Court that
the Mumbai Police was not
probing his son’s death “in the
right direction” even as the
Maharashtra Government con-
tended that Bihar Police lacks
jurisdiction in the actor’s
alleged suicide case.

The submissions came
before the apex court in

response to a petition filed by
actress Rhea Chakraborty,
accused of abetting Rajput’s sui-
cide, seeking transfer of the
Bihar Police FIR against her
and others to Mumbai police.

The Bihar Government
submitted before the SC that
the FIR lodged in Patna in the
case is legal and valid and
alleged that there is non-coop-
eration from Maharashtra.

The Bihar Government
further contended that even
Rajput’s post-mortem report
was not given to Patna Police
by Mumbai Police, and refut-
ed the allegation of political
pressure in the case.

Senior advocate Maninder
Singh, representing Bihar
Government, told the bench
that no FIR has been lodged in
Mumbai yet with regard to
Rajput’s death.

Reserving verdict on
Chakraborty’s plea, the SC
asked all the related parties in
the matter to file their written
submissions, not more than
two pages each, by August 13.

Senior advocate Abhishek
Manu Singhvi, appearing for
Maharashtra, told a bench of
Justice Hrishikesh Roy that
there was complete lack of
jurisdiction of Bihar in the case.

During the nearly three-
hour hearing, Singhvi further
said that he has never seen such
sensationalization being
attached to a transfer petition.

Senior advocate Vikas
Singh representing Rajput’s
father Krishna Kishore Singh
said that his matter is only
about a proper investigation of
the case and according to him
Mumbai Police were not inves-
tigating in the right direction.

Advocate Singh said the
mark on Rajput’s neck does not
appear to be of hanging and it
appears to be of a belt. Singh
said the family of the deceased
has not seen the body hanging
and what they had seen was his
body lying on the bed.

Continued on Page 4
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Former Union Minister and
BJP MP from Uttara

Kannada Anantkumar Hegde
has sparked a major contro-
versy  by calling BSNL employ-
ees “traitors” and “anti-nation-

als” who would be fired as they
refused to work.

In a video of an event in
Kumta in his parliamentary
constituency on Monday, the
MP was seen saying the State-
owned BSNL was a blot on the
country as even after being pro-
vided money, infrastructure
and a ready market, the PSU
telecom employees just refuse
to work. 

“The only cure for that is
privatisation which our
Government will do. Some
85,000 will be fired and later on

more need to be fired,” he was
seen saying in the video. Hegde
was so angry with BSNL due to
the delays in restoring ser-
vices in calamities affected
areas. He was seen sharing the
lackluster and non-caring atti-
tude of BSNL employees.    

The Opposition Congress
criticised Hegde’s remarks, 
saying the comments only
showed his own worth. The
party also said the Centre was
out to privatise everything and
this indicated its inability to
govern.

Lucknow (PNS): In another
record spike, 831 persons test-
ed positive for coronavirus in
the state capital on Tuesday,
taking the tally to 14,221 even
as the city witnessed 10
COVID-19 deaths. 

Meanwhile, with 5,130

more persons testing positive in
the last 24 hours, the state’s tally
rose to 1,31,763. A senior offi-
cial at the Lucknow CMO
office said two COVID-19
patients from Lucknow and
eight from other districts died
in the city during the past 24

hours, pushing the death toll to
161. He said with 413 COVID-
19 patients being discharged
from hospitals in the last 24
hours, 7,317 coronavirus infect-
ed persons had been cured in
the city and 6,743 active cases
were undergoing treatment.

New Delhi: The Railways has stated that all reg-
ular passenger train services will remain sus-
pended till further notice, but 230 special
trains will continue to be in service. “This is to
bring to the notice of all concerned that as decid-
ed and informed earlier as well, regular passenger
and suburban train services will continue to
remain suspended till further notice,” a statement
from the Railways said.
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Mathura: Janmashtami festival in Krishna
Janmasthan will be observed on Wednesday with
all the rituals, but the devotees will not be allowed
entry to the temple due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic. However, arrangements have been made
to live stream the ‘puja’ for devotees. The sanc-
tum sanctorum of the Janmasthan will be
given the shape of a ‘Purnendu Kunj’, sparkling
with gems like pearls, diamonds and ruby. 

Imphal: Six Congress MLAs in
Manipur have submitted their
resignation from the Legislative
Assembly and also quit the
party on Tuesday. The six leg-
islators who had handed over
resignation letters to Speaker
Yumnam Khemchand Singh
the previous night, formally
informed the Congress office
here about leaving the party.

��	�� ';.
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Aday after grilling actress
Rhea Chakraborty and her

family members, the
Enforcement Directorate ED
on Tuesday questioned late
film star Sushant Singh Rajput’s
friend and roommate Siddarth
Puthani and business manag-
er Shruti Modi besides record-
ing the statement of deceased
actor’s elder sister Meetu Singh
in the ongoing money-laun-
dering probe. 

The ED has not traced
anything to prove that Rhea
fraudulently siphoned off �15
crore from Sushant’s account,
as alleged by his father. .  

Pithani and Modi arrived
at the ED’s Mumbai office at
around 11 am in keeping with
the summons but Meetu Singh
reached a while after 1 pm.
Modi is a named accused in
both the abetment to suicide of
Rajput and resultant money
laundering case in the matter.

It’s the first time a member
of Rajput’s family is appearing
before the ED in the case

Continued on Page 4
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NOTICE

I Ankita Patel D/o Ram
Surat Verma Vill- Vikrampur,
Post-Jamunipur, Tahseel-
Akbarpur, Disst-Ambedkar
Nagar have changed my name
to Ankitaa Patel for all future
purpose.

REQUIRED
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The brief monsoon session of UP
Assembly commencing from August

20 is likely to be brief with three sittings.
The proceedings of the House on the first
day would be adjourned after condoling
the death of two sitting members, includ-
ing a cabinet minister.

The first day will be adjourned after
paying tributes to sitting MLAs Parasnath
Yadav of SP and cabinet minister and BJP
member Kamla Rani. 

The session will end on August 24
after holiday on August 22 and 23 due to
Saturday and Sunday.

During the monsoon session, the
Assembly is likely to consider the discus-
sion and passage of the first supplemen-
tary budget for the current fiscal 2020-21
along with passage of several pending
Bills. 

During the session, which will be held
under strict Covid guidelines, the oppo-
sition would also raise the issues of
COVID-19, law and order and alleged
police harassment of political leaders of
the opposition parties.

After Madhya Pradesh, UP will be the
first state of the country to hold an
Assembly session during this coron-
avirus pandemic. The Madhya Pradesh
Assembly session was briefly convened as
the new BJP government headed by

Shivraj Singh Chouhan had to seek the
trust vote. 

The Rajasthan Assembly is also like-
ly to meet on August 12, following the
political turmoil in the state and Congress
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot is likely to
seek the trust vote.

Earlier, Speaker Hriday Naryan
Dikshit had said that all the members of
the House would strictly follow the
guidelines for preventing the spread of the
pandemic and the COVID-19 protocol.
He said the session would be held as per
social distancing protocol for the COVID-
19 pandemic as announced by the Central
government. 

It has been planned that members
would sit leaving a seat vacant besides
them. No passes will be issued for the
lobby and other galleries of the House and
the members will sit there.

Several members have also demand-
ed allowing them to participate virtually
in the session but the Speaker is yet to take
a decision on it. 

Holding the monsoon session is a
constitutional obligation for the state gov-
ernment as there cannot be gap of six
months or more between two sessions of
the state Assembly. The budget session of
the UP Assembly was adjourned sine die
on February 28 last; hence the next ses-
sion will have to be called before August
28.
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In a sensational broad daylight murder in
Baghpat, motorcycle-borne assailants

opened indiscriminate fire on former district
chief of Bharatiya Janata Party, Sanjay Kokhar,
and escaped from the spot. 

The critically injured BJP leader was
rushed to the district hospital where the doc-
tors pronounced him dead upon arrival.

While the local BJP leaders staged a
protest over the killing in Baghpat, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath took a serious note
of the murder and asked the officials to nab
the assailants within 24 hours. 

Director General of Police HC Awasthi
also reacted strongly and ordered suspension
of Station House Officer of Chaprauli police
station. He also asked the Baghpat police to
work out the case at the earliest. He said senior
police officials were on the spot and making
investigation.

According to the DGP, five police teams
have been set up to nab the assailants. He said
the murder took place over old rivalry and
some suspects were rounded up for interro-
gation.

Reports said that senior BJP leader of
Baghpat , Sanjay Kokhar, was on his routine
morning walk on Tilwara road in Chaprauli
police station area on Tuesday when the
unidentified assailants on a motorcycle inter-
cepted him. 

Before Kokhar could sense trouble, the

assailant on the pillion whipped out pistols and
opened several rounds of fire. As Kokhar col-
lapsed on the ground, the assailants escaped
before the local villagers could reach the spot
after hearing the gunshots. 

Soon after learning about the incident,
senior police officers, including IG Range
Praveen Kumar, reached the spot. Police said
that preliminary investigation indicated that
three persons were involved in the crime. In
2018, a report was lodged against them by
Kokhar and the police are now looking for
them.

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath while
expressing grief at the death of the BJP leader,
asked officials to nab the assailants within 24
hours and ensure stern action against them. 

The deceased was a teacher in a junior
high school in Kakorkala village .He was the
district president of BJP when the party came
to power in the state 2017. He was a close asso-
ciate of Union minister Sanjeev Baliyan, state
Cane Development Minister Suresh Rana and
BJP state president Swatantra Dev Singh.

The deceased BJP leader’s supporters were
agitated over the killing.  

Superintendent of Police Ajay Kumar
Singh said that prima facie, the killing was
related to personal enmity.

He said that the victim received two bul-
lets, one hit the head and another in the body.  

The SP along with IG Praveen Kumar,
who also rushed to the spot, said the assailants
would be nabbed very soon. 
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In a bizarre incident reported
from Pilibhit, a son killed his

father as he could not sleep
because of his father’s snoring.
He lynched his father by hitting
him with a lathi.

After killing his father, the
son escaped.

Superintendent of Police Jai
Prakash said on Tuesday that
the incident occurred at Sauda
village under Seramau police
station on Monday night . 

First Ram Swarup (76) had
a fight with his son Naveen
over his (father’s) snoring
which led to his lynching. At
the time of the incident his
other son Mulesh and his wife
were not in the house . 

The superintendent of
police said a FIR was registered
and efforts were on nab the
Naveen.

Lucknow (PNS): The Uttar
Pradesh government has
approved the Uttar Pradesh
Recovery of Damages to Public
and Private Properties Bill,
2020 that has special provisions
for putting up posters and
hoardings of protesters and
recovery of damages caused to
public and private property
during political agitation,
protest and demonstration.

The bill will replace ordi-
nance which was approved
earlier by the state cabinet and
the Raj Bhawan had given its
assent to it.

The ordinance has empow-
ered the government to put up
hoardings and posters of pro-
testers at public places and
recover damages. 

The state government had
earlier enacted the new law to
recover damages to public
property and name and shame
the accused by putting up
posters and hoardings at pub-
lic places after the protests
against the new citizenship
law.
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Lucknow (PNS): The Bharatiya
Janata Party has announced Jai Prakash
Nishad as its candidate for the Rajya
Sabha by-election slated to be held on
August 24.

Nishad, is fisheries minister and a
regional vice-president of the party in
Gorakhpur region. His name was
announced as party nominee for RS
bypoll by the BJP high command on
Tuesday. The by-election is being held
for the vacant Rajya Sabha seat from
UP after death of Samajwadi Party
member Beni Prasad Verma.

The BJP nominee is set to get elect-
ed unopposed as the party has absolute
majority in the UP Assembly.

August 13 is the last date for filing
of nomination while scrutiny of papers
will be done the next day. The last date
for withdrawing papers is August 17,
when the BJP nominee will be declared
elected if there is no other candidate
and his nomination papers are found
in order.

Beni Prasad Verma died after pro-
longed illness on March 27. The tenure
of the seat held by him is till July 4,
2022.
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The Uttar Pradesh government
has cleared a new investment

policy aimed at providing a fillip to
industries, especially in the back-
ward eastern UP and Bundelkhand
regions. 

The policy is crucial for the
revival of the state’s economy follow-
ing the headwinds created by the
COVID-19 pandemic.

UP’s Industrial Development
Minister Satish Mahana said here
that the new policy would not only
boost existing and new industrial
projects but also had the propensi-
ty to position UP favourably before
prospective global investors in the
process of shifting their manufac-
turing bases from China following
the outbreak of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the ongoing US-China
stand-off over trade .

he state cabinet cleared the new
UP Investment Policy on Monday
evening by circulation. It promises
to reimburse state goods and ser-
vices tax (SGST) by 200-300 per
cent of the capital investment, sub-
ject to differential ceiling depend-
ing upon the geography, made by
the industries in the Purvanchal
(eastern UP), Bundelkhand regions
and Madhyanchal (central UP)
region.. In Bundelkhand, 70 per
cent of the net SGST reimburse-
ment would be applicable for 15
years, subject to 300 per cent of the
capital investment.  Similarly, 70 per
cent of the SGST would be reim-
bursed to the investor, subject to a
ceiling of 200 per cent of the capi-
tal investment made in
Madhyanchal during the policy
period.

Currently, the industrial units
get 70 per cent SGST reimburse-
ment subject to a ceiling of 10 years
only, which has now been extend-
ed to 15 years, Mahana said.  

“There was a general demand
from industry for providing added
incentives to overcome the current
challenges, which we have provid-
ed by way of the new investment
policy,” the minister said here.

However, the mega and super
mega industrial units applying for
benefit under the new policy would
be expected to achieve commercial
production within 30 months and
42 months respectively of the
issuance of the notification of the
policy. Following lockdown, near-
ly 38 lakh migrant labourers and
workers have returned to UP from
other states, especially to eastern
and central UP districts. The new
policy is aimed at accelerating
industrialisation in these regions so
that the bulk of the migrant work-
force can be absorbed in gainful
employment locally.

To woo big ticket investments,
especially from global corpora-
tions exiting China, the UP govern-
ment had recently eased norms for
the allotment of industrial land. It
was done to fast track land allot-
ment by fixing timeline of 15 days
for the mega, mega plus and super
mega category of industrial invest-
ments. The new land allotment
norms cover all the big industrial
enclaves including Noida, Greater
Noida, and Yamuna Expressway
Industrial Development Authority.
The state is confident of providing
further impetus to the ‘ease of
doing business’ quotient in UP by
streamlining the process and
imparting transparency to the land
management by ensuring a time-
bound allotment system in the
industrial development authorities.
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Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath said
that COVID-19 mortality rate in

Uttar Pradesh was slowly going down
as in August the rate was just 0.6 per
cent against the gross death rate of 1.7
per cent.

Speaking in the meeting held by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
through video conferencing on Tuesday
the chief minister said that so far
1,31,763 coronavirus positive cases
were reported in UP and at present
there were 48,998 active cases while
80,589 COVID-19 patients had been
cured and discharged from hospitals.

“Every district has an Integrated
Command Control Centre which is
monitoring the management of cases.
Besides, 61,775 Covid help desks have
been set up in state-run as well as pri-
vate hospitals,” Yogi said.

Chief ministers of 10 states, includ-
ing Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal,
Maharashtra, Punjab, Bihar, Gujarat
and Telangana, took part in this delib-
eration.

Yogi said that between July 1 and

July 15, surveillance campaign was
launched in which over 80,000 teams
surveyed over 20.88 crore people. He
said all the teams carrying out surveys
or operating Covid help desks had been
provided pulse oximeter and infrared
thermometer. He said the government
had distributed 1,11,424 pulse oxime-
ters and 1,14,125 infrared thermome-
ter to the surveillance staff.

“UP has 1,23,460 beds in Level-1
Covid hospitals, 15,812 beds in Level-
2 hospitals and  12,490 beds in Level-
3 hospitals. Besides, over 4,000 beds
have ICU facilities that will be doubled
by the end of this month,” the chief
minister said.

He said the government was con-
stantly trying to bring down the

COVID-19 mortality rate.
“In August, the mortality rate is 0.6

per cent while the gross mortality rate
is 1.7 per cent. In the last fortnight, over
one lakh tests have been carried out
daily. Tests are being carried out in 120
government labs and 39 private labs,”
he said.

“Of the total Covid tests being done
in India, UP accounts for over 16 per
cent. UP’s per million testing has gone
up to 14,175 while the country’s aver-
age is 18,086,” Yogi said.

He also talked about  efforts of the
government in giving employment to
the migrant workers who have returned
home during the pandemic. In MGN-
REGA schemes, over Rs 4041 crore was
distributed while over Rs 9,680 crore
was distributed as loan among the
workers, he said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said that everyone had shown a great
degree of cooperation and the team-
work displayed by Team India was
remarkable. He talked about the chal-
lenges and pressure faced by hospitals
and health care workers. He mentioned
that almost 80 per cent of active cases
were from the participating 10 states

and if the coronavirus was defeated in
these 10 states, the entire country
would emerge victorious in the battle
against COVID-19.

The prime minister underlined
that what had emerged from the dis-
cussion was an urgent need to ramp up
testing in Bihar, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh,
West Bengal and Telangana. He said
that containment, contact tracing and
surveillance were the most effective
weapons in this battle. 

Modi said people had become
aware and were ably assisting in gov-
ernment efforts as a result of which the
country was successful in using home
quarantine so effectively. He noted the
usefulness of Aarogya Setu app and said
that as per experts, if coronavirus pos-
itive cases were identified in the initial
72 hours, the spread of the virus could
be slowed down. 

He emphasised on the need to trace
and test all those who had come in con-
tact with an infected person within 72
hours. “This should be followed like a
mantra, with the same earnestness as
washing hands, maintaining ‘do gaj
doori’ (social distancing), wearing
masks etc,” he said.
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Directing officials to
strengthen the system to

break the chain of coronavirus
infection, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said as there was no
treatment or vaccine for this
global pandemic, prevention
was the only remedy available
at present.

“The government has been
providing adequate treatment
facilities for COVID-19
patients in Covid hospitals but
as there is no treatment of this
disease we have to adopt an
effective strategy to counter it
and continue to spread aware-
ness about protection from it,”
Yogi said while presiding over
a high-level unlock review
meeting at his official residence
here on Tuesday.

Directing officials to fur-
ther improve surveillance in the
state, the chief minister said
that contact tracing and door-
to-door survey should be taken
up effectively. He said the
Integrated Command and
Control Centre (ICCC) should
maintain regular communica-
tion with the home isolated
patients to get feedback about
their condition. “CM helpline
may also be used for this.
District officials should expe-
dite enforcement activities with
regards to use of masks,” he
said.

The chief minister asked
officials to increase the number
of beds in Level-2 and Level-3
Covid hospitals in Lucknow,
Kanpur Nagar, Bareilly,
Prayagraj, Gorakhpur and
Varanasi districts. He said that
Medical Education Minister
Suresh Khanna would tour
Varanasi and Mirzapur divi-
sions for on-the-spot inspec-
tion of health services.

The chief minister asked
doctors to take all measures to
protect medical personnel and
policemen from coronavirus
infection. He said that e-
Sanjeevani, the online OPD
service of the Government of
India, should be well publicised
so that maximum people could
benefit from it.

The chief minister direct-
ed officials to provide ration
kits and other relief material in
time in f lood-hit and

marooned areas and ensure all
necessary arrangements in all
cow shelters. 

He also directed officials to
ensure availability of urea fer-
tiliser for the farmers.

“The cleanliness campaign
should continue with the same
urgency, sensitising people
about protection protocol.
Various publicity modes like
TV, newspapers, banners and
posters should be used to
underline the importance of
giving impetus to cleanliness
drive as it will help control
communicable diseases,” he
said.

Those present in the meet-
ing included Health Minister
Jai Pratap Singh, Minister of
State for Health Atul Garg,
Chief Secretary RK Tiwari,
Infrastructure and Industrial
Development Commissioner
Alok Tandon, Agriculture
Production Commissioner
Alok Sinha,  Additional Chief
Secretary (Finance) Sanjeev
Mittal, Additional Chief
Secretary (Home and
Information) Awanish Kumar
Awasthi, Additional Chief
Secretary (Revenue) Renuka
Kumar, DGP HC Awasthi,
Additional Chief Secretary
(Health) Amit Mohan Prasad,
Additional Chief Secretary
(Medical Education) Rajneesh
Dube, Additional Chief
Secretary (Rural Development
and Panchayati Raj) Manoj
Kumar Singh, Additional Chief
Secretary (MSME) Navneet
Sehgal, Additional Chief
Secretary (Agriculture) Devesh
Chaturvedi,  Principal
Secretary to Chief Minister
Sanjay Prasad, Principal
Secretary (Animal Husbandry)
Bhuvnesh Kumar, Secretary to
Chief Minister Alok Kumar
and other senior officers.

Kanpur (PNS): One
more accused in the Bikru
ambush case, Bal Govind
Dubey alias Lalu alias Badde,
was arrested from Chitrakoot
on Tuesday. He was carrying
a reward of Rs 50,000.

Gangster Vikas Dubey
and his henchmen had killed
eight police personnel in the
early hours of July 3 when the
cops went to raid the gang-
ster’s house in Bikru village.

Bal Govind Dubey’s son
Shivam, also an accused in
the case, has already been
arrested by the STF from
Chaubepur in Kanpur Nagar.  

Bal Govind will be pro-
duced in the court after
quizzing by STF.  Bal Govind
is the cousin of Vikas Dubey
and lives near the latter’s
house in Bikru village. 

For their involvement in
firing on police party from
the rooftop on July 3 night,
police had named Bal Govind
Dubey and his son Shivam in
the FIR. While Shivam was
arrested from Chaubepur,
his father was on the lam.

Bal Govind Dubey was
also the origin of Bikru car-
nage. In fact, the police team
had raided the Bikru village
to arrest Vikas Dubey in a
case of land dispute. 

According to reports, the
marriage of Bal Govind
Dubey’s daughter was solem-
nised with Sunil Tewari of
Unnao. Sunil used to live
with his maternal uncle
Lallan Shukla of Mohini
Nivada. Lallan Shukla had
three daughters, Jyotima,
Pratima and Sarita. Jyotima is

married to Bablu Tewari of
Gauri Lakha village and
Pratima to Rahul Tewari of
Jadepur village. Sarita is still
unmarried.  As Lallan Shukla
had no son, he had kept his
nephew Sunil Tewari with
him. Lallan Shukla had died
around a year back. It is
alleged that after the death of
Lallan Shukla, Sunil Tewari
had managed to get the for-
mer’s six bigha land worth
crores of rupees transferred
in his name. This had led to
a dispute between Sunil
Tewari and the son-in-laws of
Lallan Shukla.  On learning
about the dispute, Bal Govind
Dubey had sought the inter-
ference of Vikas Dubey to
help Sunil Tewari. On this,
Rahul Tewari had lodged a
report against Vikas Dubey
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The state government
proposes to table the bill to
replace the ordinance in the
monsoon session of the state
legislature commencing from
August 20 next.
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and his accomplices at the
Chaubepur police station. It
was in connection with this
case that the police team had
raided Bikru village that culmi-
nated in the killing of eight
cops. 
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Rains lashed the state capital
on Tuesday evening, bring-

ing respite from excessive
humidity. Met director JP
Gupta said the city would also
receive rains on Wednesday.
Lucknow received 0.6 mm
rainfall on Tuesday. Gupta said
the rains occurring because of
the trough line of monsoon
passing through Madhya
Pradesh and a circulation over
eastern Uttar Pradesh. Gupta
said Lucknow had a rain deficit
of 20 per cent.

The Met department has

forecast moderate to heavy
rainfall at isolated places in Rae
Bareli, Faizabad,
Ambedkarnagar, Sultanpur,
Azamgarh, Maunath Bhanjan,
Gorakhpur, Sant Kabir Nagar,
Basti, Siddhrthnagar,
Balrampur, Shrawasti, Mahoba,
Jhansi, Lalitpur, Hamirpur,
Jalaun, Auraiyya and adjoining
areas. For city denizens who
had been reeling under high
humidity, rains brought the
much desired cooling effect.
Lucknow recorded the maxi-
mum temperature at 35.4
degree Celsius while the min-
imum at 28.6 degree Celsius.
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Afire broke out under mys-
terious circumstances at

an ATM booth in the building
of Charbagh railway station
early morning on Tuesday.
The flames engulfed another
ATM booth, leaving it gutted.
The Government Railway
Police (GRP) sealed the area
while the Lucknow division of
Northern Railway has set up
an inquiry into the case.

DRM, Northern-Railway,
Lucknow division, Sanjay
Tripathi said the fire broke out
in the non-operational area of
railway station and it did not
affect the working at the rail-
way station. As per reports,
some pavement-dwellers spot-
ted fumes emanating from
the building’s portion between
GRP station and first class
portico and raised an alarm.
A thick smoke cover soon
covered the skyline. Locals
were initially under the
impression that the fire broke
out at the railway station, but

it later surfaced that it broke
out at an ATM booth. By the
time fire tenders reached the

scene, one ATM booth was
burnt and flames had engulfed
another. The fire was doused

later and both the ATM
booths were sealed.

The GRP SHO said the
fire first broke out in one of
the ATM booths and the
flames later engulfed the adja-
cent one too. “The damage in
the second ATM booth was
low in comparison to the first.
It seems that the fire broke out
due to short-circuiting,” he
said, adding that the losses
were being estimated.

Station director Sudeep
Singh made similar claims
and said an inquiry would be
initiated to unravel  the 
mystery.

Senior Divisional
Commercial Manager Jagtosh
Shukla said an inquiry into the
fire incident would be set up.

While the railway offi-
cials and GRP cops were
tightlipped in sharing details
of the losses caused by the fire,
sources said the fire caused
huge losses. They said the fire
incident should be probed
thoroughly to bring out the
truth.
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The matki phod celebrations
this year at Madho temple

at Daliganj will witness the par-
ticipation of only two persons
instead of 14 because of Covid-
19 guidelines. The ritual will be
performed at the temple on
Wednesday.

Anurag Sahu from Madho
temple said it was  only  their
temple which carried out the
matki phod ritual in Lucknow.
“We have been doing this for
the past several years. The rit-
ual was done on the road  in
front of the temple and after the
birth of Lord Krishna at mid-
night. It witnessed the gather-
ing of people from surround-
ing areas,” he recalled.

He said 14 men were spe-
cially selected  for the ritual and
trained to perform the task in
a skillful manner. He added
that the ritual generated a lot of
excitement and people looked

forward to it. He said the tra-
dition has been picked up from
Janmashtami celebrations in
Maharashtra.

Sahu said that this year the
ritual would see the participa-
tion of only two people and it
would be done within the tem-

ple premises. “An elder person
will hold a child on his shoul-
der who will break the matki,”
he said.

He further pointed out
that the celebrations would be
webcast and the temple would
be tastefully decked up. He

added that Janmashtami was
being celebrated on two days
this year but most of the peo-
ple would celebrate it on
Wednesday.

Meanwhile, on the occa-
sion of Janmashtami, students
of SKD Academy were in a fes-
tive mood and celebrated the
festival online. The students
dressed up like Radha-Krishna
and presented songs and
dances. Beautiful and colourful
tableaux were the centre of
attraction.

Director of SKD Group
Manish Singh congratulated
students for their endeavours.
“The need of the hour is to
adopt the teachings of
Bhagwad Gita in our lives for
building our strong moral char-
acter and for growth of the
nation whose cultural heritage
and traditions are not just a way
of life but strong pillars of the
society which keeps it intact,”
he said.
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The focus of the Health
department for the next

few days will be on Covid-19
patients who have opted for
home isolation. Chief Medical
Officer Dr Rajendra Prasad
Singh pointed out that over
3,000 patients have opted for
the home isolation in the dis-
trict. The CMO said that a
doctor and an intern would be
specially deployed at the
Integrated Control and
Command Centre to give
immediate consultation to
patients in home isolation. “A
plan has been chalked out for
them. They are being given
home isolation as per the
guidelines of the state govern-
ment and while other things are
already on track, we are focus-
ing on these patients now,” he
said.

The CMO said that they
would also start implementing
the Central government guide-
line of discharging a patient
within ten days of testing and
seven days of admission,
whichever comes later.

“This guideline was issued
by the Central government
earlier, but we will be imple-
menting it now. We had con-
tinued with the previous guide-
line so that the patients get
maximum benefit,” he said.

In Lucknow, he said, the
area with maximum number of
positive cases is Chinhat.

District Magistrate
Abhishek Prakash has also
issued directions regarding
home isolation of patients and
released the telephone numbers
of ‘Hello Doctor’ service,
wherein asymptomatic patients
in home isolation could contact
the doctors.

‘Hello Doctor’ will have a
panel of doctors, including
Allopathic, Ayurvedic and
Unani practitioners. The DM
said that doctors would be
available from 8 am to 8 pm on
0522-3515700

“In buildings which have
three or more floors, the mon-
itoring of patients in home iso-
lation will be carried out with
the help of Residents Welfare
Association of Lucknow
Development Authority,” he
said. He added that in case of
emergency for home isolation
patients, the Integrated
Command Centre should be
immediately informed.

He further  said that sani-
tisation was being carried out
in the city on a war-footing and
for ensuring barricading and
enforcement, PRD and NCC
jawans would be deployed.

“All primary contacts will

be home quarantined for 14
days. All the private labs will be
monitored to see that they are
following Covid-19 guidelines
and if they are not, action will
be taken against them,” the DM
said.

Meanwhile, president of
Indian Medical Association
(IMA) Dr Rama Srivastava
said many doctors have died
because of Covid-19. “As many
as 206 doctors have died in the
country because of Covid-19
and 300 have tested positive for
coronavirus in the country.
Thirteen doctors have died in
Uttar Pradesh because of
Covid-19, including both gov-
ernment and private doctors,”
she said. She added that they
had requested the administra-

tion and state government to
give special treatment to doc-
tors who test positive for coro-
navirus.

“When they test positive
for coronavirus, they should be
kept in a separate ward and not
in the general ward with other
patients, and some ventilators
should be reserved for them
because if their lives are saved,
they can save the lives of oth-
ers. If they die of Covid-19, the
state government should give
them some money to their
families,” she said.

She added that private hos-
pitals were having two to three
patients testing positive every-
day. “We are getting phone calls
of patients from private hospi-
tals giving us this feedback, and

the information is passed on to
the CMO office. The recovery
rate of patients is good, the
death rate is low but the infec-
tivity rate is high in the district,”
she said.

Meanwhile, Vice-
Chancellor of KGMU Lt
General Dr Vipin Puri inspect-
ed the Rehabilitation Limb
Centre which is being con-
verted into a Covid hospital. He
also had a meeting with the
heads of departments.

Director of Balrampur
Hospital Dr Rajeev Lochan
said that they have started
antibody testing. “This is our
own initiative and we have got
no directives for the same. We
are doing this to find out who
are the potential donors for
plasma whom we will request
for donation. We will also take
plasma from these potential
donors and will carry out fur-
ther  discussions  with our
blood bank and pathologist on
what essentially needs to be
done. With this test, we are also
testing the immunity levels of
people,” he added.

Meanwhile,  Health
Minister Jai Pratap Singh vis-
ited the Integrated Control
and Command Centre on
Tuesday  along with Principal
Secretar y,  Health,  Amit
Mohan Prasad. Singh said he
gathered information regard-
ing the functioning of the
centre and had a discussion
with the officials present on
further strengthening the
functioning of the same. He
said that coordination needs
to be strengthened for better
results.
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Lucknow (PNS): As many as
eight Covid-19 patients suc-
cumbed at KGMU on
Tuesday, including a one-
year-old girl. KGMU
spokesperson Dr Sudhir
Singh said the one-year-old
girl from Alambagh was
admitted on August 9 and she
died of acute respiratory dis-
tress. Another victim includ-
ed a 75-year-old man from
Lakhimpur Kheri, who died
on the same day as he was
admitted due to respiratory
failure. A 62-year-old patient
from Bazaarkhala, who was
suffering from hypertension,
died of respiratory failure. A
45-year-old patient from
Triveni Nagar, who was
admitted on August 9 with

liver problem, died of car-
diopulmonary arrest.

Others included a 55-
year-old patient from Bareilly,
who was admitted on July 31
and was suffering from men-
tal problems. He died of sep-
ticemia. A 45-year-old patient
from Hardoi, who was admit-
ted on August 5, also died of
respiratory failure.

“A 63-year-old man from
Krishnanagar, who was
admitted on August 8 and was
suffering from hypertension
and diabetes, succumbed to
hypoxic encephalopathy while
a 51-year-old woman from
Basti, who was admitted on
August 3 and was suffering
from breast cancer died of car-
diorespiratory arrest.
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Lucknow (PNS): In a hit-
and-run case, a 45-year-old
woman was killed after being
mowed down by a speeding
loader carrying milk packets
in Jankipuram early morning
on Tuesday. The victim was
identified as Shanti Devi of
Tiwaripur village in the local-
ity. Reports said Shanti, along
with her husband Santosh
Pal, had gone to their cow-
shed. Santosh said they were
returning home after feeding
their cattle. “When we were
about to cross the road, the
speeding loader hit her and
sped off the scene. I took her
to a hospital from where she
was referred to KGMU
Trauma Centre. However, she
was declared brought dead,”
he told the police.
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The Uttar Pradesh Police on
Tuesday announced awards

to 262 policemen in the state
for their efficient operational
works on the occasion of
Independence Day.

Among the award given by
the DGP, an ADG, 5 IGs and
2 SSPs have been given
Platinum Medal, 34 officers
have been given DGP Gold
Medal and the rest the DGP
Silver Medal.

According to an official
communiqué released here on
Tuesday, ADG (Law and order)
Prashant Kumar is among the
Platinum Award winners along
with IGs Deepak Ratan,

Subhash Singh Baghel, A Satish
Ganesh,  SK Bhagat and Dr
Sanjeev Gupta. The SSPs
awarded Platinum Award are
Ajay Kumar Sahani of Meerut
and Ashok Kumar Tripathi of
Jaunpur.

The others are DGP PRO
Abhay Nath Tripathi , ASPs
DGP HQ Rajendra Kumar
Gautam and Durgesh Kumar,
and DSP (ATS) Layak Singh.

The DGP Gold awards
winners include SSP Bareilly
Shailesh Pandey, SSP
Muzaffarnagar, Abhishek
Yadav, SSP Aligarh Muniraj,
SP Chandauli Hemant Katiyal,
SP Basti Hemraj Meena and
SP Bahraich Vipin Kumar
Mishra.
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As many as 22 inmates of Lucknow
district jail took ill after they were

administered some medicine by a
pharmacist on Tuesday. They were
later admitted to jail hospital where
their condition was said to be 
improving.

The Prison department took cog-
nisance of the incident and directed
the jail superintendent to issue a
show-cause notice to the staff con-
cerned. PRO, DG Jail, Santosh said the
jail inmates were under treatment at
the hospital. He said 22 inmates of cell

number three took ill and the jail med-
ical superintendent and other staff
were attending to them.

“A preliminary inquiry revealed
that jail doctors had prescribed an
anti-allergic tablet for some inmates.
However, the prison pharmacist,
Ashish Verma, gave them another
tablet which caused dizziness among
the inmates. The condition of all the
22 inmates was said to be stable. A few
of them had high blood pressure but
it became normal by the evening,” he
said. A show-cause notice has been
issued to pharmacist by Lucknow jail
superintendent.
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Aman hanged himself after he
had a tiff with his wife at his

house in Vibhuti Khand police
station area on Monday night.
Mahesh Rajput (25) of Kathauta
village locked himself in a room
at his house and later hanged
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The death of a 20-year-old girl in
Bulandshahr on Monday in an

accident following teasing by some
youths has given fresh ammunition to
the opposition in Uttar Pradesh to hit
out at the Yogi Adityanath government
over the law and order situation in the
state. Even the National Commission
for Women (NCW) took cognisance
and asked for a fair probe.

Expressing distress over the
Bulandshahr incident, Congress general
secretary Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said
that it reflected that there was no fear
of law in Uttar Pradesh, adding that the
women were insecure in the state.

Her remark came after a young girl
from Bulandshahr died in a road acci-
dent after she fell off her bike while try-
ing to avoid eve-teasers, who were chas-
ing her. Taking to the Twitter, Priyanka
levelled allegations at the state govern-
ment, accusing it of not taking incidents
of eve-teasing seriously. She said that a
sweeping change was needed and the
“state government should adopt a zero-
tolerance policy towards crime against
women”.

Earlier on Tuesday, Bahujan Samaj
Party chief Mayawati condemned the
incident and demanded action against
the culprits. Taking to Twitter, she said,
“The promising student Sudiksha Bhati,
who was going on a bike with her uncle
in Bulandshahr, lost her life due to the
eve-teasing, which is extremely sad,
embarrassing and very condemnable.
How will daughters progress? BSP
strongly demands that the UP govern-
ment should take strict legal action
against the culprits immediately.” The
Samajwadi Party also raised questions
over the law and order situation in Uttar
Pradesh and said it was evident that
there was no fear of police in the crim-
inals.

Speaking to the media, party
spokesperson Anurag Bhadauria said,

“The UP government has failed and is
only busy in doing politics of religion
and caste. The government is making
tall claims about law and order in the
state but all those claims have fallen
face-first today. There is no fear of
police in the criminals today all because
of the failed governance by the state
government.” Reacting sharply to the
incident, UP Congress president Ajay
Kumar Lallu said that this was a clear
example of how “hooligans” had taken
control of the state. “A topper student
was chased by eve-teasers and then she
died in the accident, this proves that
there is no law and order in the state,”
he said, while citing the rape and killing
of girls in Hapur and Jaunpur to but-
tress his charge. “The police are being
beaten up by criminals and BJP mem-
bers but the government has failed in
implementing law and order. The chief
minister should take cognisance of the
issue and must ensure strict action
against the culprits,” Lallu demanded.

Meanwhile, National Commission
for Women Chairperson Rekha Sharma
wrote a letter to UP DGP asking for a
fair probe. In her letter sent on Tuesday,
Sharma mentioned the incident and
said that considering the gravity of the
matter, it was requested that immedi-
ately the CCTV footage be checked and
swift, fair and thorough investigation
be ensured in the matter. The NCW
also sought a detailed action taken
report reflecting the true nature of the
incident. Sudiksha Bhati was allegedly
being chased by eve-teaser while she
was going to meet her relatives in
Bulandshahr with her uncle Sathendra
Bhati. She was living in Dadri tehsil of
Gautam Buddha Nagar district and was
on holiday due to COVID-19 pandemic
and was supposed to return to college
in the US on August 20.

Sathendra Bhati, paternal uncle of
Sudiksha, said that she was 
studying in the US on a scholarship of
� 3.80 crore.
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Anahita Singh, a class XI

student of Cambridge Section of
City Montessori School, Gomti
Nagar Campus II, received hon-
our from Vice-President of
India Venkaiah Naidu for her
par excellence academic per-
formance. Anahita is the only
student from Uttar Pradesh
under her grade, who has won
Times Spark Scholarship. At a
recently held e-ceremony, Naidu
felicitated Anahita while organ-
isers of the event awarded her
a laptop. 
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Under the instructions of

DM Abhishek Prakash, the Food
Safety and Drug Administration
raided fish markets of the city on
Tuesday. A senior official of the
district administration said the
raids were carried out  at
Dubagga, Kaiserbagh,
Khurramnagar and Khargapur
fish markets. The raids were car-
ried out at 39 shops and four
samples were collected. 
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himself on Monday night. His
family members knocked the
door but Mahesh did not
open it. His brother Rakesh
Rajput called the police con-
trol room around 12:40 am. As
the police took time in reach-
ing the spot, the family broke
open the door, only to find
Mahesh hanging from the
ceiling with a dupatta tied
around his neck.

Later, a police team
reached the scene. The cops
found the door of the room
open and Mahesh’s family
sobbing. They passed on the
information to the Vibhuti
Khand police station after
which sub-inspector Jitendra
Singh, along with a team,
reached the scene. Mahesh
was rushed to Ram Manohar
Lohia Hospital where he was
declared brought dead.

SHO, Vbhuti Khand,
Sanjay Shukla said Rakesh
had informed the control
room that Mahesh had locked
himself in the room for about
an hour. He said Mahesh was
not on good terms with his
wife and ended the life due to
this. “Mahesh had a verbal
spat with his wife after which
he locked himself in the
room,” the SHO said. He said
the body had been kept at
mortuary and autopsy would
be conducted after Covid test.
He said the police did not
recover any suicide note.

In another incident, a 30-
year-old man, identified as
Shiv Kumar Pandey, was
found hanging in a room
where he lived on rent in
Shanti Nagar locality under

Sarojininagar. Reports said
Pandey was a native of
Pratapgarh and worked with a
company dealing in fire safe-
ty gadgets. His landlord Vinit
Rawat informed the police
about the incident and said
Pandey was hanging from the
ceiling with a gamchha tied
around his neck.

��
��
Thieves decamped with

ornaments worth Rs 5 lakh
and Rs 60,000 in cash from a
farmer’s house in Gudamba
police station area on Monday
night. Reports said Jayram
Yadav of Kakdehari village in
the area and his family were
asleep when the thieves struck
at the house. Yadav and his
family members came to know
of the theft when they woke up
on Tuesday morning.

Meanwhile, the Gomti
Nagar police on Tuesday
arrested three youths on the
charges of theft and recovered
stolen carts. The accused
were identified as Manshu
Valmiki, Ritesh Valmiki and
Asif (all of Chinhat). They
were nabbed when they were
going to hide the stolen
goods. 

In another success, the
Gomti Nagar police arrested a
youth who had lured a minor
girl into running away from
her house on Tuesday. The
accused, identified as Onkar
Gupta of Vinit Khand, had run
away with the girl in June and
the girl’s father had lodged a
case against him on June 21.
The police also booked him
under POCSO Act.
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The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment said all the flood

protection embankments and
bunds were safe and there was
no threat of breach in the
flood-affected districts.

Relief Commissioner
Sanjay Goel said here on
Tuesday that Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath had directed
the district magistrates of the
20 flood-affected districts to
accords top priority to rescue
and relief work.

He said the district magis-
trates had also been directed by
the government to closely
monitor the release of water
from dams and ensure com-
pletion of flood protection
work ahead of the floods.  

He said the chief minister

had also directed district offi-
cials to visit and inspect the
flood protection dams and
ensure their safety to prevent
loss of life and property in vil-
lages on the banks of rivers.

Goel said 15 teams of
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF), nine teams of
State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) and 17 flood compa-
nies of the PAC had been
deployed for relief and rescue
operations in flood-affected
districts. He said the NDRF
had organised a mock drill on
July 1 while making prepara-
tions for flood relief opera-
tions. He said a helpline 1070
was also being operated at the
control room set up in
Lucknow.

The relief commissioner
said so far 88 flood protection

projects with outlay of Rs 856
crore had been completed and
for the current fiscal 2020-21,
Rs 318 crore had been released
so far by the state government.  

He said all necessary repair
and strengthening work on
flood protection embankments
was done before the COVID-
19 pandemic. He said in all
flood affected districts   flood
protection outposts, wireless
centres and flood control room
are operational in all flood
affected districts.

The flood-affected dis-
tricts include Ambedkarnagar,
Ayodhya, Azamgarh, Bahraich,
Ballia, Balrampur, Barabanki,
Basti, Gonda, Gorakhpur,
Kushinagar, Lakhimpur Kheri,
Mau, Siddharthnagar,
Maharajganj, Deoria, Sant
Kabir Nagar, Pilibhit,

Pratapgarh and Sitapur.  
Goel said standing kharif

crop on 38,248 hectares had
been damaged due to floods.
He said so far 13 people had
died due to floods.

The relief commissioner
said the state government had
issued detailed guidelines for
flood relief work and for the
protection from floods. He
said over 90,000 food packets
and food grain kit containing
17 items had been distributed
among the flood-affected peo-
ple and 178 cattle camps had
been set up. He said so far over
six lakh cattle had been vacci-
nated. The UP government has
already ordered round-the-
clock monitoring of the situa-
tion in the flood-affected dis-
tricts through patrolling and
drones.
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Pilot also said if he had made any mistakes
then he was ready to correct it but on his
month-long rebellion against Gehlot his stat-
ed suggestions to improve should not be
viewed negatively.

Pilot made it clear that while he was going
to keep Rajasthan as his karmabhoomi and his
grip intact on the State, it won’t be easy to for-
get the harsh words used against him by Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot, who had called his
deputy “nikamma, nakaara”. Pilot who was a
Union Minister in then Manmohan Singh
Government said that he did not feel bitter or
sad about the events that unfolded over the past
one month in Rajasthan.

“I have imbibed certain values from my
family, no matter how much I oppose anyone,
I’ve never used such language. Ashok Gehlotji
is elder to me and I respect him personally but
I have the right to raise work-related concerns,”
Pilot reacted on Gehlot’s ‘nikamma’ remark
against him.

Gehlot on his part said it was his respon-
sibility to address the grievances of MLAs. But
why did the MLAs go and what promises were
made to them, only they know it, Gehlot
remarked. “If any MLA is annoyed with me,
then it is my responsibility to address that. I
have kept doing this in the past and will do this
now also,” Gehlot said at Jaipur.

Pilot also made it clear that he harbours no
wish to have a post, these things come and go.
“We need to work in the direction of strength-
ening the public’s confidence and trust in us,”
Pilot tweeted.

“The Congress is united under Sonia
Gandhi, she has a stature beyond the party. She
hears everyone’s problems. Sonia, Rahul and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra will take the party for-
ward,” said Pilot.
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“The provisions of the substituted Section
6 are required to be given full effect.
Notwithstanding that a preliminary decree has
been passed the daughters are to be given share
in coparcenary equal to that of a son in pend-
ing proceedings for final decree or in an appeal,”
the bench said.

It also clarified that unregistered oral par-
tition, without any contemporaneous public
document, cannot be accepted as the statuto-
ry recognised mode of partition.

“However, in exceptional cases where plea
of oral partition is supported by public docu-
ments and partition is finally evinced in the
same manner as if it had been affected by a
decree of a court, it may be accepted.  A plea
of partition based on oral evidence alone can-
not be accepted and to be rejected outrightly,”
the bench said.

The apex court said the appeals on the issue
were pending before different High Courts and
subordinate courts and the matters have
already been delayed due to legal imbroglio
caused by conflicting decisions. “The daugh-
ters cannot be deprived of their right of
equality conferred upon them by Section 6.
Hence, we request that the pending matters be
decided, as far as possible, within six months,”
the bench said.

Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, appearing
on behalf of Union of India, had argued that
daughters have been given the right of a
coparcener, to bring equality with sons, and the
exclusion of daughter from coparcenary was
discriminatory and led to oppression and nega-
tion of fundamental rights.

“The Amendment Act, 2005, is not retro-

spective but retroactive in operation since it
enables the daughters to exercise their coparce-
nary rights on the commencement of the
Amendment Act. Even though the right of a
coparcener accrued to the daughter by birth,
coparcenary is a birthright,” Mehta had said.
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“After initial symptoms of COVID-19, my
corona test was done yesterday which came out
positive. Pray that I defeat this disease as soon
as possible,” Indori said in what would be his
last post. 

With a 50-year career in poetry, Indori, an
Urdu scholar of great repute, was one of the
biggest mushaira (poetry symposiums) stars in
the country and someone who fearlessly called
a spade a spade. 

The wordsmith that he was, Indori trans-
lated the mood of the nation in his poetry that
was emotive, direct and political. 
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“A Bullet (a Royal Enfield motorcycle)
which was moving ahead of them suddenly
stopped due to braking, and the two-wheeler
of Sudiksha Bhati and her brother rammed into
it from behind.”

“She suffered injuries in the crash and was
taken to a community health centre but she
died,” he said.

Uttar Pradesh Director General of Police
HC Awasthy said, “There is definitely an acci-
dent. People will be questioned during probe,
and the investigation will proceed according to
what comes to light.” “A motorcycle was going
ahead, and accident happened after its brakes
were applied. After the motorcycles collided,
the girl fell down and got injured. She was taken
to a hospital, where unfortunately she died,” he
said.

He said it has come to light that the two
were not wearing helmets.  Political rivals
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) and the Congress
attacked the BJP-led UP government over the
law and order situation in the state.
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Solicitor General Tushar Mehta, appearing
for the Centre, said that no FIR has been lodged
in Mumbai and unless an FIR is lodged under
section 154 of CrPC and the concerned mag-
istrate is intimated, there cannot be any inves-
tigation.

Mehta said that in the absence of any inves-
tigation pending in Maharashtra, there is no
question of transfer of investigation.

Mehta further said the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) was also probing certain mat-
ter in the case.

Senior advocate Shyam Divan, appearing
for Chakraborty, told the bench that the FIR
lodged by Rajput’s father has absolutely no con-
nection with any offence in Patna.

Divan said there appears to be a consider-
able amount of State interference, influence and
therefore apprehension of bias.

Referring to the timeline in the case, Divan
said that there was a considerable delay of over
38 days in lodging of the FIR at Patna and all
averments mentioned in the complaints are
relatable to Mumbai. Divan further said that a
huge parallel media trial is going on in the case.

The bench told Divan that in Chakraborty’s
petition, there is a request related to the CBI
investigation.

“It is another aspect how the CBI will come

in,” the bench said.
Divan said he wanted a fair investigation

by a fair investigating agency.
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in the ongoing probe and her statements
are expected to substantiate the allegations of
abuse of the late actor’s bank accounts.

Both Pithani and Modi were also ques-
tioned by the agency on Monday and their
statements were recorded under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act (PMLA). Modi was
even questioned on Friday.

Pithani had earlier recorded his statement
with the Mumbai Police as part of an accidental
death case under the CrPC.  The ED is prob-
ing if Pithani too was linked to the late actor’s
business interests or had any information about
Rajput’s investments, sources said.

The ED is probing suspected money laun-
dering in the alleged transfer of Rs 15 crore
from Rajput’s bank account in one year to
accounts of persons not known or connected
to the late actor.

Modi was questioned on funds transfers of
small amounts to Showik’s account from those
of Rajput and Chakraborty. Chakraborty,
Showik and Modi were confronted with the
bank statements to the effect during the
grilling session on Monday.

Modi was also quizzed on the allegations
that Chakraborty took decisions for Sushant
including those relating to finances and pro-
jects.

The ED is also looking into at least two
companies linked to Rajput and some finan-
cial deals involving prime accused Chakraborty,
her father and brother Showik who are said to
be directors in these companies.
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Experts have voiced unease over
Moscow’s rapid approval process for the vac-
cine. On Tuesday, the World Health
Organisation (WHO) said it had been in
talks with Russian authorities about under-
taking a review of the vaccine.

Amid fears that safety could have been
compromised, the WHO urged Russia last
week to follow international guidelines for
producing a vaccine against Covid-19.
Presently, coronavirus pandemic has infect-
ed more than 20 million people and killed
nearly 750,000 worldwide, thus, crippling
world economies.

The vaccine is developed jointly by
Gamaleya Research Institute and the Russian
Defence Ministry. Putin said the vaccine had
passed all the required checks. Putin also
asked Health Minister Mikhail Murashko to
keep him informed about the vaccine, while
at the same time noting that he knows “it
works quite effectively” and “forms a stable
immunity”.

Currently, the Russian vaccine is not
among the WHO’s list of six vaccines that
have reached phase three clinical trials,
which involve more widespread testing in
humans. There are 25 other vaccines in the
clinical evaluation stage of development and
a further 139 candidate vaccines in the pre-
clinical evaluation stage according to the
WHO. Companies including AstraZeneca
Plc and Moderna Inc. are still conducting
final-stage trials of their vaccines in studies
that are expected to soon yield results.
Despite rapid progress, most experts think
any vaccine would not become widely avail-
able until mid-2021.
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UP Minister for Finance,
Parliamentary Affairs and

Medical Education Suresh
Khanna has instructed the dis-
trict and Health department
officers to increase � 500 per
bed for treatment of COVID-
19 patients and the number of
beds in L-3 Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) Hospital to
400. He also instructed the dis-
trict officers to take the com-
plaints relating to coronavirus
seriously and solve the prob-
lems of COVID-19 positive
patients soon. The minister
was inspecting the COVID-19
Integrated War Room at Sigra
here on Tuesday.

Khanna stressed the need
for increasing the number of
beds in L-1 and L-2 hospitals.
According to him, by using all
the available resources, efforts
should be made to save the life
of every corona patient and
suggested the officers to main-
tain cordial relations with the
patients. He said that sympathy
works as a drug for the patient.
He said that the Health depart-
ment officers should realise the
psychology of the families of
patients and maintain sympa-
thy with them. According to
him, efforts should be made to
help the patients to be carried
to the hospital in ambulances
as soon as possible so that their
treatment can be started soon.
He said that the information
about all vacant beds should be
available so that the War Room
can send doctors there for
treatment.

The minister stressed the
need for an early testing of all
positive patients so that the
mortality rate can be improved.
He said that in this direction,
the state government had done
a lot of work and it is one of the
reasons why about 80,000
could be recovered as over

one lakh sampling is being
done daily and in the state
more than 32 lakh tests have
been conducted so far.  He
asked the officers to follow the
guidelines properly and
informed them that the maxi-
mum number of patients found
corona positive are between the
age group of 20 and 45, appeal-
ing to the youth to take the
pandemic seriously. Khanna
has also instructed the district
and Health department officers
to keep regular watch on the
corona patients being treated at
Sir Sundarlal Hospital (SSH) in
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU), Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhyay (DDU) Hospital and
others and ensure providing
better facilities to them.

He further instructed the
officers to keep regular contact
with the positive patients being
kept in home isolation. During
his inspection, Khanna inspect-

ed the activities of COVID-19
War Room and asked about the
details from the senior officers
present there. He also talked to
the officers and employees
deployed there and asked about
their own health. Later, the
minister held a meeting with
the officers at Circuit House
and reviewed the details of the
fight against coronavirus in
the district. He gave several
instructions to the officers
regarding facilities being given
to the corona positive patients.
The meeting was also attend-
ed by UP Minister Neelkanth
Tiwari, Divisional
Commissioner (DC) Depak
Agrawal, District Magistrate
(DM) Kaushal Raj Sharma,
Chief Medical Officer (CMO)
Dr VB Singh and many others.

GANGA RISING:  For
the fourth day in succession,
the water level of river contin-
ued rising in the city here on

Tuesday and during the last one
day, the level was increased
slowly as the river recorded ris-
ing by 1.95 centimetres per
hour. The level has increased
from 62.20 metres to 62.67
metres. However, there is no
serious threat of flood yet as the
river is still flowing far below
the warning level of 70.26
metres. According to a report
received from the Middle
Ganga Division-III of Central
Water Commission (CWC),
the river Ganga continued ris-
ing in Varanasi but in the
upstream it was steady both at
Phaphamau and Allahabad and
falling at Mirzapur. The river
was still rising at Varanasi and
downstream Ghazipur but
steady at Ballia, a district which
separates UP and Bihar and
surrounded by three big rivers
where Ghagara had already
created flood havoc in some
parts of the district.
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In view of intensifying
COVID-19 tests, District

Magistrate (DM) Kaushal Raj
Sharma has now extended the
facility of free corona tests at
seven private hospitals. ‘The
step will benefit the large pop-
ulation of the city and will
speed up the investigation of
corona,’ he said, adding that by
increasing the facilities of rapid
antigen tests, more and more
people can be tested during a
short span of time. According
to him, a good number of
patients are being treated in
private hospitals who have
symptoms similar to corona
like cough, fever and difficul-
ty in breathing while the co-
morbidity patients suffering
from diabetes, hypertension,
heart, kidney and other serious
diseases have high risk for
corona infection. He said that
other private hospitals will also
be provided with the facility of
rapid test antigen kits free-of-
cost after training their lab
technicians.

Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Dr. VB Singh said that
in the first phase, tests facilities
have been provided for the
indoor patients at seven hospi-
tals including Ashirwad
Hospital, GV Meditech-Surya
Hospital, Galaxy Hospital (all
in Mehmoorganj), Shubham
Hospital (Maqbool Alam
Road), Neuro City Hospital
(Ashok Nagar, Pandeypur) and
Oriana Hospital
(Ravindrapuri). Lab techni-
cians of these private hospitals
are being trained by the Health
department under the leader-
ship of ACMO Dr. Sanjay Rai.  

Meanwhile, in the direc-
tion of the DM, the system of
treatment of COVID-19
patients is being strengthened
in government as well as pri-
vate hospitals. In this direction,
approval for treatment has
been given to Heritage Institute
of Medical Sciences (HIMS),
Bhadwar, for 200-bed L-1 facil-
ity while for 40 beds of L-2 and
20 beds of L-3 facilities at
Medwin Hospital (Maidagin),
24 beds of L-2 facility at Apex

Hospital (Bhikharpur) and 16
beds of L-3 facility, 30 beds of
L-1 facility at Meridian
Hospital (Sarnath), 48 beds of
L-1 facility at Trimurti Hospital
affiliated Hotel Gupta Inn
(Nadesar). Now expanding it,
Laxmi Medical and Surgical
Centre (Maldahia) has been
given approval for 50 beds of L-
1 facility while for 15 beds of L-
1 and 25 beds of L-2 facilities
at Suryodaya Hospital
(Bhojubir).

According to the DM, the
corona patients who want to
undergo treatment at isolation
at these private hospitals, can
be treated at their own expens-
es. The L-1 facilities are for
asymptomatic patients, while
L-2 for the moderately symp-
tomatic patients and L-3 for
those having severe symptoms
and need ventilators etc. All
these approved private hospi-
tals have to charge the rates pre-
scribed by the government.

Besides, the DM has also
taken a new initiative to search
for contacts of COVID-19
patients and provide them with

an ivermectin drug on the
spot immediately. 

Now the teachers of the
Basic Education Department
will also work with the COVID
Rapid Response Teams (RRTs)
to prepare a list of near contacts
of corona positive patients and
also provide them with iver-
mectin tablets. For this, 102
teams, each with two members
of State Resource Group (SRG)
and Academic Resource Person
(ARP) teachers of Basic
Education Department have
been formed. 

The DM has given the
responsibility of supervising
the training, daily work and
after work reporting of the
team members to the district
coordinator Bhola
Vishwakarma and block educa-
tion officer Jitendra Gaur under
the leadership of Basic Shiksha
Adhikari (BSA) Rakesh Singh.
All these teams have started
work in their respective allot-
ted areas from Tuesday and dis-
trict administration has provid-
ed 84,000 ivermectin tablets to
the teams for 10,500 persons.
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Amidst the heavy police
force, the members of a

dozen families on Tuesday
started shifting their belon-
giongs at the houses allotted to
them under Slum
Rehabilitation Authority

(SRA). Their houses, located at
Phulwaria in Cantonment area,
had been evacuated on
Monday to clear the way to
construct a four-lane road.

The Public Works
Department (PWD) has a plan
to construct a four-lane road in
Phulwaria but there were some

houses in the area which were
hurdles on the way of starting
the construction work. The
implementing agency acquired
these houses and allotted the
houses to them in Aidhe village
and Bajardiha area in lieu of the
acquisition under the SRA
scheme. Under this scheme, the

government allots houses to
slum dwellers.

The joint team
reached the slum dwelling in
Phulwaria on Tuesday
along with heavy police force
and conducted the process of
evacuating the acquired hous-
es. 
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Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya

reviewed the arrangements
made for the rescue of COVID-
19 at the Circuit House audi-
torium here on Tuesday.
During this, he directed the
officials to arrange hundred
additional ventilators in the dis-
trict. Along with that, he also
asked them to send mobile
teams to remote villages and
towns to conduct a corona test
there.

At around two in the after-
noon, the Deputy Chief
Minister reached the helipad at
Police Lines via helicopter from
Kanpur. Thereafter, he met

BJP workers at Circuit House
held the review meeting here
with the officials concerned in
the auditorium.

District Magistrate
Bhanuchandra Goswami told
about the patients admitted in
hospitals and the arrangements
made for them. The Deputy
Chief Minister insisted on
increasing the testing proce-
dure. He said that the effort
should be made so that people
do not die due to corona.
Hospitalized patients should
not have any type of problem.

Patients living in home
isolation should also be taken
care of. The Deputy Chief
Minister said that the amount
spent per patient in Covid

Hospital should be informed to
him. Instructions for better
power supply in Covid
Hospitals were also given to the
officials.

He said that it should also
be publicised by determining
how much charge should be
taken from the corona patient
in the private hospitals, so that
private hospitals cannot be
arbitrary in charging the coro-
na patient. Complaints being
received by the control room
should be redressed on prior-
ity. Patients should be well
behaved by the hospital staff.
The Deputy Chief Minister
directed to take action against
those who were negligent in
distribution of ration.

The Deputy Chief Minister
said that the ‘Gandagi Bharat
Chhoro Abhiyan’ has started on
the call of the Prime Minister.
‘Gandagi Prayagraj Chhoro
Abhiyan on the same lines
should be launched here, he
added..  Prominent among
those present on the occasion
included SSP Abhishek Dixit,
Municipal Commissioner Ravi
Ranjan, CDO Ashish Kumar,
CMO GS Bajpai etc while
among the public representa-
tives were Phulpur Kesari Devi
Patel, District Panchayat pres-
ident Rekha Singh, City North
MLA Harshvardhan Bajpai,
MLA Koraon Rajamani Cole,
Allahabad MP Representative
Manu Kakkar.

ALLAHABAD (PNS): North
Central Railway has started
constructing boundary walls
utilising released PSC sleepers
along the track.  NCR
Headquarters has issued a
drawing for construction of
boundary wall along Railway
track utilising unserviceable
and released pre-stressed con-
crete (PSC) sleepers. Following
this drawing; Agra division
has constructed 500 meters
boundary wall in Agra-
Mathura section and working
on another patch of 1.5 kms.
Similarly Prayagraj division
has also constructed boundary
wall for about 100 meters at
Subedarganj station following
the approved scheme. During
renewal of track and up-grada-

tion from 52 kg track structure
to 60 kg track structure, huge
quantities of PSC sleeper get
released. These released sleep-
ers are not only unserviceable
for maintenance of tracks but
also occupy precious area near
running track besides recycling
its metallic portion is uneco-
nomical and non-friendly to
environment. These small
patches of boundary walls con-
structed in Agra and Prayagraj
divisions are being evaluated on
all parameters including cost,
time required for construc-
tion before decision is taken on
large-scale implementation of
this scheme. It is particularly
important for North Central
Railway as both the trunk
routes between New Delhi-

Howrah and New Delhi-
Mumbai served by NCR are
sanctioned for speed raising to
160 kmph and construction of
boundary wall is an important
part of speed raising work. 

While reviewing safety,
loading and 160 Kmph speed
raising works through video
conference on Tuesday GM
Rajiv Chaudhry stressed that
requirement of boundary wall
to be constructed by NCR and
that proposed for construction
through PPP needs to be clear-
ly identified. Reviewing 160
Kmph speed raising work he
added that committee of senior
officers from HQ headed by
Additional General Manger
Ranjan Yadav be formed
immediately to assist Prayagraj

and Agra divisions on techni-
cal and other issues and mon-
itor daily progress of these
important works to complete it
within the ambitious target of
2023-24. In the beginning of
review meeting safety posi-
tion over North Central
Railway was reviewed. GM
emphasised that all efforts of
train passing staff in identify-
ing defect in freight and pas-
senger trains should be recog-
nised suitably. To improve safe-
ty in train operations NCR has
also launched safety drives for
checking height, distance from
running track of various fixed
installations along the track to
mitigate any chance of hitting
of such structure from open
doors of wagons.
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Within 24 hours, 236 new
positive cases of coron-

avirus have been detected in
the Prayagraj district. In this
way, the total number of infect-
ed patients has now reached
4,270. In addition, 101 corona
infected from Covid Hospital
and Covid Care Centers were
discharged on Monday night
after being healthy. Besides,
four patients including the sec-
tion officer posted at Allahabad
High Court died due to dead-
ly virus.

Four more patients of the
coronavirus admitted to
Swaroop Rani Nehru Covid
Hospital succumbed late on
Monday night. Of them,  a
patient was a resident of
Bhadohi district. The 45-year-
old section officer of the
Allahabad High Court also
died of corona. He had pneu-
monia also. When he got his
corona test conducted, he also
tested positive on August 7. He
was admitted to SRN Hospital.
He breathed his last on Monday
night while undergoing treat-
ment for nearly four days. He
was a resident of Teliarganj.
According to officials, his two
children are also corona posi-
tive.

Similarly, a 65-year-old old
man living in Handia also lost
his life. He was undergoing
treatment at SRN Hospital.

The third death was the 70-
year-old corona positive of
Bahadurganj. 

He was undergoing treat-
ment for kidney and BP in a
private hospital in the city,
when he came positive during
the testing, he was referred to
SRN Hospital.

He came from the hospital
on a ventilator and underwent
treatment on a ventilator, but
could not be saved.

On the other hand, anoth-
er patient died in SRN Covid
Hospital but when he was

about to die, the doctor shift-
ed him to another ward saying
that he had been negative. He
died shortly after.

Sources said that it was
intentionally done so that coro-
na’s death in the hospital could
be shown less. 

Indeed, on August 2, a
corona patient was admitted to
SRN Hospital. No one had any
idea about the people in his
family. On August 9, at around
8 o’clock at night, he was sent
from Corona ward to ward
number 9, in this ward, non-

Covid patients are admitted
who have lung disease. He
died in the morning only after
suffering overnight.

In this regard, the HoD of
the Pulmonary department,
Dr. Tariq Mehmood said that
the patient was admitted to his
department even though he
was not aware of it. At the same
time, Dr. Sujit Verma, the
Nodal officer for SRN Hospital,
said that the report of that
patient came negative so he was
referred to another ward due to
lung disease.
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In an effort to prevent coro-
na infection, even though no

vaccine has been introduced
yet, doctors are also using old
medicines. A tablet called ‘iver-
mectin tablet’ is said to be effec-
tive in fighting corona. Not
only Prayagraj, this tablet has
been sent to all Covid hospitals
and Covid care centres in the
state. Patients living in home
isolation and coming into con-
tact with them will also be able
to take this medicine.

The Ivermectin tablet is
considered effective in killing
stomach worms. In the case of
cattle, its quantity increases.
Ever since the coronavirus
spread, experts have been
researching its utility. It is
claimed that it was used on
corona patients in many coun-
tries including the US and
Bangladesh. 

Physicians here talk about
giving this tablet to corona
patients even in reputed hospi-

tals like AIIMS, MAX. This
tablet has been made available
in all Covid Care Centres along
with Swaroop Rani Nehru
Hospital, Beli Hospital and
Kotwa Bani Covid Hospital in
the district. In some hospitals,
it is being given to the patients.

Dr. Rishi Sahai, the nodal
officer and district surveil-
lance officer of COVID-19,
admitted that the Ivermectin
tablet is being given to the
patients here in the district. It
is said that hospitals have been
directed for this purpose. He
said that this drug stops the
process of the virus proteins
entering the cell nucleus. This
disrupts the virus’s RNA repli-
cation process.

Superintendent of Kotwa-
based Covid Hospital, Dr.
Amritlal admitted that iver-
mectin is being given to
patients. He said that iver-
mectin is given after two hours
of eating at night for the first
three days as soon as the
patients without symptoms

and mild symptoms are admit-
ted. Along with doxycycline is
also being given twice a day for
five days. People exposed to the
patient are given ivermectin
tablets two hours after dinner
on the first and seventh day to
prevent possible infection.
Health workers engaged in the
COVID duty will also be given
this medicine for their better
health, Dr Sahai added..

GAS LEAKAGE FROM
STP:  People ran helter skelter
on Buxi Bundh, Allahpur here
on Tuesday morning following
ammonia gas leakage from the
sewage treatment plant.
Situation was brought under
control by the fire fighters who
found out the leaking cylinder
of ammonia gas within the STP
and stopped the leakage.

According to reports no
major damage was done
because the STP is situated on
the bank of the Ganga where
the population is almost nill.
Immediately after the incident
the police blocked the Buxi

Bundh road from both sides,
and called the fire brigade and
the officials of Ganga Pollution
Control unit.

The gas, however, cast its
effect on nearby trees and
plants which turned pale.

FOUNDATION DAY:
The 22nd Foundation Day of
Indian Institute of Information
Technology, Allahabad will be
celebrated on August 12.
Keeping the ongoing pandem-
ic acuteness in cognisance and
adhering to the protocol
requirements for social distanc-
ing directions issued by the
government, the event of the
celebration of  Foundation Day
of the institute will respectful-
ly see as the day of observation.

A tree plantation drive will
be organised at  9 am in front
of the Administrative Block of
the Institute. Besides, the insti-
tute will facilitate senior per-
sons residing on the campus for
long time. The IIIT-A Director,
Prof P Nagabhusan will be the
chief guest on this occasion.
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As many as 160 COVID-19
patients have been detect-

ed here on Tuesday. With this,
the total number of cases has
reached 4,876. Besides, the
district also saw three more
deaths increasing the toll to 88.
During the day, the follow-up
negative reports included 156
patients recovered from home
isolation and the total number
of patients cured at home has
increased to 1,599 while 105
recovered from the hospitals.
With this, the total number of
patients discharged from the
hospitals has reached 1,592
while the total number of cured
patients is 3,191 leaving 1,597

active patients.
According to the Chief

Medical Officer (CMO) Dr
VB Singh, in the first report
received by 11 am during the
day, as many as 64 new coro-
na patients were found out of
359 reports received from
Microbiology department of
Banaras Hindu University
(BHU). Till then, the total test
reports received were 60,168
and the results of 8,034 exclud-
ing 902 RTPCR samples col-
lected a day ago are awaited.
Out of these, 55,388 were neg-
ative reports while 4,780 pos-
itive. The total number of sam-
ples collected was 69,104.
Earlier, two patients including
female (60) from Nadesar and

male (65) from Manduadih
died during treatment at Pt.
Deen Dayal Upadhya (DDU)
Hospital, while a male (47)
from Nariya at Sir Sundarlal
Hospital (SSH) in BHU. With
the addition of 28 red zones,
the total number of hotspots
has increased to 1,120 includ-
ing 414 red zones. As many as
10 green zones have been con-
verted into red zones again.
Besides, there are 706
green zones including 27 new
ones.

Earlier, this region of
Purvanchal (eastern UP) com-
prising 10 districts of three
divisions continued finding a
large number of corona
patients when 537 cases were

detected on Monday. The max-
imum number of 161 cases was
found in Varanasi (4,716), fol-
lowed by 83 in Ballia (2,410),
68 in Azamgarh (1,717), 55 in
Jaunpur (2,805), 51 in
Sonbhadra (920), 29 in
Ghazipur (1,719), 26 in
Chandauli (1141), 24 in
Mirzapur (1,120), 23 in
Bhadohi (796) and 17 in Mau
(725). Out of total 18,069 coro-
na positive cases, 10,914 have
been cured either at home iso-
lation or discharged from hos-
pitals and the recovery rate has
increased to 60.40 per cent.
With the increase in death toll
to 236, the mortality rate has
slightly declined to 1.30 per
cent.    
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Commissioner of Railway
Safety (CRS), North

Eastern Circle, Mohammad
Lateef Khan, on Monday
inspected the newly-electri-
fied Bhatni-Aunrihar (125 km)
rail section under Varanasi
division of North Eastern
Railway (NER). During the
inspection speed trial was also
done on this section. On the
occasion chief administrative
officer (CAO)/ Construction
Ram Karan Yadav, principal
chief signal and telecom engi-
neer Shrikant Singh, chief safe-
ty officer SN Shah, principal
chief electrical engineer AK
Shukla, chief electrical engi-
neer/Construction Santosh N
Derva, additional divisional
railway manager (ADRM)/
Infra, Varanasi, Praveen
Kumar, senior divisional oper-
ating manager Rohit Gupta,
senior divisional electrical
engineer/Traction Pankaj
Kesarwani, senior divisional
engineer-III Atul Tripathi,
senior divisional signal and
telecom engineer Ashutosh
Pandey along with officials of
the division and construction
organisation were present. The
electrification work of Bhatni-
Aunrihar section has been
completed. CRS Mohammad
Latif Khan, departed from
Bhatni and inspected the foot
over bridge (FOB) in Salempur,
engineering gang, bridge num-
ber 31, over head electric cross-
ing (high-tension cable) and
arrived at Indara. Here he
inspected the station panel,
neutral section, level crossing
No 4-C, curvature and after
inspecting the bridge No 72
between Indara-Mau reached
Mau Junction. After starting
the inspection from Mau
Junction he inspected power
sub-station, over head line
clearance, standard distance
from the platforms to the trac-
tion, overhead line’s standard

distance from the earthing
track and in the station work-
ing rule observed changes as
per electrified standards. He
inspected the power sub-sta-
tion, station panel amd over
head line emergency control
system in Dullhapur. After this
Lateef did a thorough inspec-
tion of bridge No 116 between
Dulahapur-Sadat and reached
Aunrihar after inspecting the
level crossings falling in this
section.The CRS conducted a
thorough inspection of relay
rooms, platform clearance,
OHE box, fire safety equipment
etc of all the stations falling in
Bhatni-Aunrihar section,
CPRO, PK Singh said. Along
with this he also inspected the
relay room, IPS  room, equip-
ment and maintenance room
and also issued necessary
instructions to the officers con-
cerned. He inspected the stan-
dard distance between the
overhead lines of this railway
section, on the electrified sec-
tion new signals installed and
the sighting board standard sta-
tus, adequate clearance on the
curvature, extension of bridge
and culvert, point and crossing,
over head line, electric pole,
power sub station, overhead
line fittings, colour light signal,
RE area, sighting board, high
voltage warning board, road
underpass, interlocking gear,
relay room, control panel,
monitoring panel and level
crossings. After the inspection
the CRS doing speed trial
through the observation vehi-

cle reached Bhatni Junction.
Notably even in this diffi-

cult time of corona infection,
many development works are
being done by NER. In the
same sequence on Varanasi
division’s Bhatni-Aunrihar rail
section the challenging task of
electrification of 125 route km
was completed. With the elec-
trification of this section a
large part between Gorakhpur
to Varanasi will be connected
with electrified railway sec-
tions. As a result electric trains
can also be operated on
Gorakhpur-Varanasi section
This will help in punctuality of
trains and improve the envi-
ronment.

RECRUITMENT IN
RAILWAYS: The advertise-
ment for recruitment in
Railways is published by Indian
Railways only. For recruitment
in various categories of Group
‘C’ and Group ‘D’ in Railways
there are 21 Railway
Recruitment Boards (RRBs)
and 16 Railway Recruitment
Cell (RRCs) on Indian
Railways, CPRO PK Singh said.
No other agency has been
engaged for recruitment work.
Information about vacancies in
Railways is given in the
Centralised Employment
Notification (CEN) with full
details which is published in
Employment News/Rojgar
Samachar. Indicative adver-
tisements are also published in
national and local dailies.
Online applications are invited
from eligible candidates. CEN
is displayed on the website of
RRB/Railway Recruitment Cell.
It is clarified in this context that
Railways has not authorised
any private institution for
recruitment. A misleading
advertisement has come to the
notice of the Railways.
Everyone is requested not to be
influenced by such misleading
and fake news. Investigation of
fake advertisement has been
started by the Railways.
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District mines officer
Rakesh Bahadur Singh

who had joined
recently said
that mining
would be done
in district on the
basis of guide-
lines provided
by NGT and

MOEF (Ministry of
Environment and Forests) &

CC (Climate change). Talking
to ‘The Pioneer’ on Monday,
Rakesh Bahadur Singh, a PCS
officer of 1994 batch, said that
continuous measurement of
dumps was going on in the dis-
trict. He said they had issued
licences for 31 dumps and nine
mining areas before the rainy
season. The dumps and mining
areas are measured regularly,
said Singh. There is �11 crore in
the district mining fund (DMF)
whose 60 per cent is used in the

development of areas affected by
mining and the remaining 40
per cent in other areas by the dis-
trict administration, said Singh.
He said if any illegal mining was
done then legal action will be
taken against the persons con-
cerned on the basis of the Uttar
Pradesh Minor Minerals
(Concession) Rules, 1963. He
said that  Jalaun was on the first
position in terms of revenue
from mining. He said that he
was earlier posted in Ghaziabad.  
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On the directive of SP Yashveer Singh and ASP
Dr Awadhesh  Singh, Kuthond police arrest-

ed one criminal along with an illegal weapon and
a cartridge from an area near Bharat petrol pump
under Kuthond police station on Monday. Police
registered a case against the accused, Akhand Pratap
Chaturvedi, son of Ajay Kumar Chaturvedi, a native
of Salempur village under Rajpur police station in
Kanpur Dehat district  and sent him to jail. ASP
Dr Awadhesh Singh said that they had received an
application from Rahul Singh, son of Raghunath
Singh, a resident Bharatpura village under Chirgaon
police station (Jhansi) who had stated that he was

going to Farrukhabad
with his loaded truck
and stopped it at  a hotel
under Kuthond police
station to have some
refreshments. Suddenly
some goons came on
Apache motorcycle with-

out any number plateand looted his purse. A case
under Section 393 of the IPC was registered against
the unknown Apache motorcycle riders. He said
that they had formed a team under the leadership
of Kuthond police station incharge SSI Arun Tiwari
for arresting the accused. ASP said the accused was
a notorious criminal who opened police at police
team when it tried to arrest him. The team which
made the arrest comprised S-I Divya Prakash
Tiwari, constables Satyendra Kumar Dwivedi,
Shivam, Umesh, Praveen Kumar, Pramlesh Kumar
and others.  Meanwhile another report said that
police apprehended an accused, Mausam, son of
Rajkumar, a native of Malviya Nagar locality,
Madhogarh under the Kotwali Madhogarh police sta-
tion from Sihari bus stand in Madhogarh town on
Monday. Police confiscated one illegal pistol of 12
bore and two live cartridges. Incharge Madhogarh
police station inspector BL Yadav said that accused
was a notorious criminal. S-I Yogendra Singh was
in the team which made the arrest. 
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The Health department is going to conduct
a vaccination drive to control pneumonia

from August 13. Giving details, CMO Dr OP
Tiwari said that Pneumococcal Conjugate
Vaccine (PCV) was to be administered to
infants aged between one-and-a-half week to
nine months and as per a rough estimate
74,000 of them would be covered in the dis-
trict. He said that the vaccine had no side effect
and was helpful in protecting children from
some other diseases too. He said that the vac-
cine would be available at all health centres
from the PHC to district hospital. During the
drive the booster dose of vitamins would be
given to children up to five years of age. The
CMO has appealed to people to take the ben-
efit of the drive because earlier the vaccine was
available at a cost ranging between �2,200 and
�4,000 but now through the government it was
available free of cost. The CMO has appealed
to people to avail the facility which was the
priority of the department.

BOY DROWNS: In a tragic incident a
teenager drowned in a pond in Charkhi vil-
lage under the Lalganj police station. As per
the reports, Akash (16), son of Vanvasi, had
gone to bathe in village pond where he slipped
and went into the area where the water was
deep. On getting information the police
reached the spot, took the body of the victim
into custody for completing legal formalities.

APPREHENDED: The Dehat Kotwali
police have arrested one person who was
accused of rape. According to reports received,
a woman had lodged an FIR with the police
in which she had alleged that Raju Sonkar, res-
ident of Bharuhna village, had entered her
house and raped her. Thereafter the police
swung into action and nabbed him from
Amghat railway crossing located on Mirzapur-
Chunar Road. After completing the legal for-
malities the accused was sent to jail.
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On the directive of  Railway
Board to launch a nation-

wide special cleanliness cam-
paign on the occasion of
Independence Day, Varanasi
division of NER launched a
week-long  drive on Monday. It
will continue till August 16.
During the period all small and
major stations, railway tracks,
approach roads, circulating
areas, platforms, urinals, toilets,
railway offices, water booths,
health units, loco sheds, car-
riage and wagon depots, rail-
way residential colonies etc. will
be cleaned intensively. Garbage

and wastes dumped on tracks
and their sides, especially in
urban areas, will be removed.
On the instructions of DRM
Vijay Kumar Panjiar the special
drive was launched on the first
day at Deoria Sadar, Jiradei,
Kadipur, Katka, Chhapra Rural,
Dhobhi, Nigatpur, Phephna,
Tamkuhi Road, Baraharaganj,
Karimuddinpur, Suremanpur,
Siwan,  Pacharukhi and some
other stations. 

Besides, plastic and other
wastes were removed from
tracks falling between two sta-
tions. For the success of the
drive, active participation of
women contract labourers was

ensured to create awareness
about cleanliness in the society.
Railway staff in association
with members of Bright Future
Society launched the drive in
station premises and residen-
tial colony in Deoria. At present
a lot of improvement is being
seen in cleanliness in trains and
at stations. During the drive
focus will be to ensure cleanli-
ness on tracks passing through
urban areas apart from station
offices, colonies, workplaces
and other areas. Efforts are also
being made to approach vol-
untary organisations to come
forward and ensure their par-
ticipation in it.
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The Life Insurance
Corporation of India, in

view of the impact of COVID-
19  pandemic in the country,
has once again adopted an
avuncular approach by offering
an opportunity to policy hold-
ers whose policies have lapsed
for various reasons. 

To encourage continua-
tion of risk cover in the current
circumstances of high risk, the
LIC has brought a revival plan
for its policyholders for their
lapsed policies. 

It has launched a month-
long Special Revival Campaign
from August 10 to September
9, 2020, under which all the
customers can revive their
individual lapsed LIC policies. 

The LIC said in a statement
that in view of the prevailing
circumstances, no concessions
were being offered in medical
requirements and the same
were limited to late fee only and
under plans other than term
assurance and other high risk
plans. 

It said that under the
Special Revival Campaign,
policies of specific eligible plans
can be revived within five years
from the date of the first unpaid
premium subject to certain
terms and  conditions. 

It said the concession in
late fee was not eligible for high
risk plans like term assurance,
health insurance, multiple risk
policies, etc. 

Under the SRC, up to � 1
lakh, 20 per cent to a maximum
late fee consession of �1,500
was allowed. From � 1 lakh to
� 3 lakh, 25 per cent and
maximum concession allowed
was �2,000. Similarly, from
�3 lakh and above, 30 per cent
late fee concession and maxi-
mum concession allowed was
� 2500.

The policies which were in
lapsed condition during the
premium paying term and have
not completed policy term as
on the date of revival are eligi-
ble to be revived under this
campaign. 
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Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner Sudhir M

Bobde has directed officials
concerned to ensure effective
surveillance by the Integrated
Command Control Centre
(ICCC) by further streamlining
its operations in the fight
against the novel coronavirus
pandemic.

He said the ICCC would
function under the direct con-
trol of Kanpur Municipal
Commissioner Akshay Tripathi
with the assistance of City
Magistrate Himanshu Gupta. 

The divisional commis-
sioner asked the district mag-
istrate and the chief medical
officer to sit at the ICCC for six
hours a day to monitor its func-
tioning for better care of
COVID-19 patients and to
check the increasing Covid
death rate in the city.

He said in view of the
acute crisis of beds for COVID-
19 patients, some more private
hospitals be acquired and made
functional as Covid care cen-

ters. 
Dr Bobde said all the pri-

vate hospitals that had been
made Level-2 and Level-3
Covid care centres should fur-
ther increase ventilators, YPAP
and high flow nasal cannula
(HFNC). 

He said funds donated by
NGOs at the division level,
including that from MP, MLA
local area development fund,
could be used in this regard by
the district health committee. 

He said the private hospi-
tals could set up these infra-
structure through their own

resources. He asked them to
arrange for more ventilators,
VPAP for effective treatment of
COVID-19 patients.

The divisional commis-
sioner said COVID-19 patients
discharged from hospitals after
being treated were not a reser-
voir of infection and the com-
munity sahold be made aware
of this so that such people were
not ostracises after returning
from hospital on being cured.

He directed the district
administration, police and
health officials to maintain a
record of such persons with

their name, mobile phone
number and their availability
on phone and ensure to make
people realise that they had
been cured and were no more
infectious.

Dr Bobde said weekend
lockdown on Saturdays and
Sundays had to be strictly fol-
lowed and directed officials to
ensure total closure on tese two
days. He said strict action be
taken against people not wear-
ing face masks and those rid-
ing two-wheelers without hel-
met and face mask. He also
stressed on cleanliness in Covid
hositals.

He said all private hospitals
dealing with non-Covid
patients should ensure that if a
patient tests negative in rapid
antigen test, the result be con-
firmed through TrueNat and
Cartridge-based Nucleic Acid
Amplification Test (CBNAAT)
so that beds could be available
for other patients in the non-
Covid hospitals. 

He said an inventory of
donations should be prepared
at the earliest.
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Chief Medical Officer Dr AK
Mishra, said that under

the revised discharge policy,
patients with mild symptoms of
coronavirus infection in the
initial stages would be dis-
charged after 10 days without
any test. 

He said such patients
would have to mandatorily

remain in home quarantine
for one week. He said under
the new policy, only the
critical patients would be test-
ed.

Dr Mishra said COVID-
19 patients with mild symp-
tom who take admission in
hospital would be discharged
in 10 days if they do not devel-
op fever three days prior to
being discharged. 

He added that under the
new discharge policy, patients
whose symptom ends in three
days and their oxygen satura-
tion is above 95 per cent will
be discharged after comple-
tion of 10 days without any
further tests. 

He said the onus had been
placed on doctors to ensure
that the patient did not get
fever for last three days with-

out taking anti-pyretic medi-
cine. and did not have any dis-
comfort in breathing.

He said as per the direc-
tive of Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya, LLR
Hospital would have 100 more
beds and would be able to
cater to 300 COVID-19
patients. He said out of
these beds, 50 would be in the
ICU.
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Kanpur Municipal
Commissioner Akshay

Tripathi on Tuesday said that in
view of the spread of coron-
avirus pandemic, it had
become essential to keep the
city clean and this could be
done with effective solid waste
management. 

He said 900 metric
tonnes of garabage
reached the disposal centre
out of which 550 tonnes pre-
pared fertilisers while 250
tonnes was converted into
refuse derived fuel (RDF)
which was later sold to the
cement manufacturing com-
panies. 

He said the RDF was also

being used as fertiliser for the
public gardens. 

He said RDF was pro-
duced from combustible
components that the industry
called municipal solid waste,
He said this waste,
usually taken from industrial
or commercial sites, was
shred, dried, baled and then
finally burned to produce
electricity.

He said RDF was general-
ly used to def ine
unspecified waste after basic
processing to increase the
calorific value (CV) of munic-
ipal solid waste (MSW), com-
mercial or industrial waste
materials. 

He said it was a form of
MSW that had been sorted

and subjected to basic pro-
cessing treatment.  

He said MSW was treated
by shredding and dehydrating
to produce refuse derived
fuel that consisted largely
of combustible components
of municipal  waste
(non-hazardous) such as
plastics and biodegradable
waste and as such, had more
consistent combustion char-
acteristics than unsorted
MSW.

He said from September
2020 more solid waste man-
agement will be carried out in
the city  and a plan has already
been prepared. 

He said currently there
were only 68 running vehicles
and a total of 5000 safai

karamcharis and total diesel
consumption was 90 lakh pm
. He said the major reason for
dumped garbage was the
garbage was not being
removed from all the 110
wards. 

He said some skeletal
door to doot garbage collec-
tion was being carried out but
it had nothing to do with the
KNN. 

He said there was a need
for more garbage removal
trucks and small vehicles. 

He said unless there was
proper infrastructure the
cleaning of the city will
remain half done and this can
be a potent threat for the
spread of diseases especially
communicable diseases.
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Hundreds of women came
out on roads to protest

against the opening of beer bar
at Rose Garden Apartment. 

The women, holding plac-
ards, demanded immediate
removal of the shop which
they said had led to increase in
drunken brawls, eve-teasing
and molestation. 

The women demanded
that the beer bar be shifted to
some other place as it was caus-
ing much problem to women
when they passed the way. 

The women threatened to
intensify their agitation in case
the beer bar was not shifted to
some other place.  

They also handed over a
memorandum in this regard
addressed to the excise com-
missioner and the district
administration.

The Fazalganj police
reached the spot and pacified
the agitating women and
assued them that police would
take action against brawls and
eve teasing.

The police asked the beer
bar owner to ensure that there
was no complaint regarding
eve-teasing and drunken
brawls.  

However, the women were
adamant that the beer bar
should be removed or shifted.
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Members of the
Cantonment Board have

approved developmental works
worth � 3 crore in the area. 

The Cantonment Board
meeting held on Monday
informed the members about
the release of �2.75 crore by
the Union government from
the account of 15th Finance
Commission for the develop-
ment of Cantonment area. 

The second instalment of
the grant is likely to be released
by September-October.

The members also
approved the extension of
Cantonment Board’s tenure by
six months. 

Earlier, Brig Dinar Didhe
and Admn Commandant Col
Anurag Dwivedi assumed the
charge in the Cantonment
Board. They were given a rous-
ing welcome by the members
and other office staff. 

After the swearing-in cer-
emony, they took part in the
Board Meeting. 

Tenders for construction of
CC road at a cost of �50 lakh,
sewer line at a cost of � 50 lakh
and road marking strip costing
�15 lakh were approved. 

The salary of three ex-ser-

vicemen employed in the
Cantonment Board was fixed at
�30,000 inclusive of GST. 

Likewise, the salary of 40
guards posted in Board’s school
and other offices was revised to
�375 per day. 

Chief Executive Officer
Arvind Kumar Dwivedi, Col
UK Vaishya, Lt Col MZ Khan,
corporators Prastavana Tewari,
Mohd Firoz Alam, Anita Yadav,
Shikha Trivedi and Raju were
present at the Board meeting. 

Vice-Chairman of the
Board, Lakhan Lal Omar, said

the repairing of road from
Murrey Company flyover to
Khapra Mohal was also
approved by the Board. 

Six other works were also
approved in the Board meeting.
They include repair of trench-
ing ground in Badlipurwa at a
cost of �18 lakh; sewer line
work before the Cantonment
Board office at a cost of �8.58
lakh; repair of road from
Delight Cinema to GT Road at
a cost of �57.80 lakh; repair of
Tagore Road at a cost of �1.64
crore and repair of road from

Shiv Narain Tandon overbridge
to Pakadia Crossing at a cost of
�53.91 lakh. 

Besides, the contract of
Faithfulganj Market was given
at �8.13 lakh as against �2.90
lakh recovered last year. 

Lakhan Lal Omar said due
to slump during COVID-19
period, the contract was award-
ed to Deepak Singh Yadav
with the unanimous consent of
all members.

The open auction for this
contract was held on July 20, he
said.
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KANPUR (PNS): The Barra
police arrested a teacher giving
tutions for showing porno-
graphic video clips to his 10-
year-old student.  He was iden-
tified as Sunil Davrani of
Govind Nagar. According to
reports, a 10-year-old student
of Barra-3 used to attend tution
class of the teacher residing
near his house. On returning
after tution on Monday, he sud-
denly started indulging in
obscene acts. Initially, the fam-
ily members took it in lighter
vein but when the student
continued to indulge in
obscene acts, they grilled him
and came to know that the boy
had learned all this from his
teacher.  They reached the
Barra police station and lodged
complaint against the teacher.
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KANPUR (PNS): Kanpur Nagar reported 231 new cases of coro-
navirus infection on Tuesday.

Chief  Medical Officer Dr Anil K Mishra said that 231 more
people tested positive for coronavirus infection between Monday
evening and Tuesday evening, taking the tally to 8,907.

He said with 178 COVID-19 patients being discharged from
hospitals, 2,814 infected persons had been cured and there are
4,483 active cases in the city. The CMO said with 9 more COVID-
19 deaths in the city, the death toll stood at 293 on Tuesday. 

He said 2,326 samples were taken for testing.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday pointed

out that 10 States account for
80 per cent of the total Covid-
19 cases  and asked for aggres-
sive testing and exchange of
best practices to contain the
pandemic. .

The Prime Minister inter-
acted with the Chief Ministers
of ten States and reviewed the
coronavirus situation in the
country and further measures
required to check its spread. He
interacted with the Chief
Ministers of Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal, Maharashtra, Punjab,
Bihar, Gujarat, Telangana, and
Uttar Pradesh. Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh was
also present in the meet.

Modi said the battle against
the coronavirus could be won
if  the situation in these ten
States where 80 percent of
active cases (six lakh) are con-
centrated, could be contained,
he said.

“Today, 80% of active cases
are in the 10 States whom you
represent. Across the country,
there are more than 6 lakh
active cases are mostly in these
10 states. Therefore, it is impor-
tant that we talk and exchange
best practices and learn from
each other’s experience”, he
said.

“If we defeat corona in
these 10 States, the whole coun-
try will overcome this disease”,
Modi said.

The Prime Minister
observed in some States such as
Bihar, UP, Telangana and West
Bengal, testing rates were low,
but the positivity rate was high.
He urged these four states to
ramp up testing.

He also insisted on contact
tracing. “Experts are now say-

ing that if we can identify and
trace the infection in the first
72 hours, the disease treatment
is easier,” he said.

Citing the “Delhi model” to
contain the pandemic,  Modi
said: “The template for this is
the same for all, to separate
containment zones, 100%
screening, isolation, tracing
and treatment.”

Prime Minister said the
number of testing has reached
seven lakhs  per day and is also
increasing continuously.

He said if we try more in
focussed way then we can
achieve the target to bring
down  Case Fatality Rate to less
than one percent.

“The average fatality rate is
much lower than in the rest of
the world. It is a matter of sat-
isfaction. It is constantly
decreasing. The percentage of
active cases has decreased and
the recovery rate has increased.
So this means that our efforts
are proving effective”, Prime
Minister said.

Modi said there was a
phase when Covid19 had
become a huge problem in
some districts of Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana and Delhi but “ we
held a review meeting and a
committee was formed under
the chairmanship of Union
home minister Amit Shah and
to a great extent, we achieved

desired results”, Prime Minister
said.

This is the seventh video
conference of the Prime
Minister with the states Chief
Ministers  since the outbreak of
the pandemic and also the
first meeting of Modi with
chief ministers during Unlock
3.0 on the coronavirus pan-
demic.

Since March , Modi had
interacted with the Chief
Ministers and reviewed the
coronavirus pandemic in India.
During his interactions,  he had
called for strict adherence to
Centre’s guidelines and the
social distancing norms to
check the spread of
Coronavirus.  

India, the third country
worst hit by the COVID-19
pandemic recorded a spike of
53,601 coronavirus cases on
Tuesday, pushing the total tally
to 22,68,675. The country test-
ed a record over 871 deaths in
a single day.

The number of recoveries
mounted to almost 16 lakh,
more than twice the active
cases. Out of the total cases,
over 6,39,929 are active cases
while 15,83,489 have recovered
from the disease and 45,456
people have lost their lives in
the fight against the  virus
which has no proven cure or a
vaccine yet.
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As the stalemate continues at
the Line of Actual Control

(LAC) with China reluctant to
pull back its troops, the Indian
armed forces are ready for a
long haul. Presenting this
assessment to a parliamentary
panel, the military also said the
process of disengagement and
de-escalation is likely to take
more time.

Led by Chief of Defence
Staff(CDS)General Bipin
Rawat, the armed forces also
informed the Public Accounts
Committee(PAC)that the
Services are geared for deploy-
ment even during the winter
months in Ladakh in the pre-
sent situation. This is signifi-
cant as temperature drops to
minus 20 degrees in the region
and winter sets in by
September end.

The parliamentary panel
was apprised of the ground sit-
uation at the moment at the
volatile border in Eastern
Ladakh and informed that the
process of disengagement and
de-escalation may take longer,
sources said here on Tuesday.
This comes in the backdrop of
no substantial reduction of
troops and withdrawal by the
Chinese even after six rounds
of military level talks besides
scores of parleys at the diplo-
matic level.

Apprising the lawmakers of
the current position, the mili-
tary top brass, however, assured
them that the armed forces are
ready to face any challenge and
are operationally ready.
Moreover, adequate logistical
arrangements are underway to
enable the soldiers to perform
their duties during the harsh
winter months, the panel was
informed.

As regards the time-con-
suming disengagement and
de-escalation process, sources
said it was a complex issue and

both the sides were dealing it
with utmost caution.  Also,
India all along maintained that
China has to restore status
quo ante.  It means the Chinese
forces will have to go back to
their positions as existing in
April end.

The stand-offs started with
the Chinese intruding into the
Pangong Tso(lake)area on May
5 and obstructing an Indian
army patrol. It led to a scuffle
between soldiers of the two
armies. At present, the ‘’friction
points’’ include Galwan valley,
Hot Springs and Gogra besides
Pangong Tso.

While the Chinese have
withdrawn in considerable
numbers from Gsalwan, Hot
Springs and Gogra, they are not
ready to retreat from the
Pangong Tso. In fact, some
more rounds of talks are like-
ly in the coming days at the
military and diplomatic levels
to sort out this contentious
issue, sources said.

Not willing to take any
chances in the present scenar-
ios, the Indian army has also
ramped its troop strength
besides bringing forward heavy
guns and tanks. This move was
undertaken after the Chinese
buildup at all the ‘’friction
points’’ and the Depsang Valley.
It has amassed more than
15,000 soldiers on its side of the
LAC in the Depsang region
leading to Major Generals of
the two armies holding talks to
defuse tension there last week.

On strengthening troop
levels during winter months in
Ladakh, sources said more
than 20,000 troops are now
ready to be deployed at a short
notice in any operational areas
on the LAC. 

The troops are acclima-
tized for high altitude stints as
most of the personnel have
already served in the Siachen
glacier and other tough terrain
in the mountains.
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The expert committee on
vaccine administration,

chaired by NITI Aayog’s Dr VK
Paul, will meet on Wednesday
to consider “selection, logistics
and ethical aspects” of pro-
curement and administration
of vaccines against the coron-
avirus disease  that has claimed
over 45,000 lives and infected
over 22.70 lakhs people in the
country.

“The panel will decide to
identify the COVID-19 vaccine
that are effective in fight against
the virus. The committee will
also chalk out a plan how the
vaccines should be procured.
Finally, the panel will prepare
a strategy on inventory man-
agement, distribution, and
administration,” Union Health
Secretary Rajesh Bhushan said
at a press briefing here on
Tuesday.

The high-level panel
includes AIIMS director Dr
Randeep Guleria, representa-
tives of the ministries of exter-
nal affairs, biotechnology,
information technology, the
Director General of Health

services, India’s Aids Research
Institute, the Indian Council of
Medical Research, and also
representatives from states.

The panel’s terms of refer-
ence constitute all matters relat-
ed to logistics of vaccines and
ways to address issues of equi-
ty etc, said the official when
asked if the Government plans
to tie-up with Russia which has
recently announced manufac-
ture of a vaccine to curb the
Covid-19.

The committee members
will decide which vaccine or
vaccines will be effective for
Indian citizens. The task force
will also chalk out a budget and
discuss how capital can be
raised for procurement, distri-
bution of the vaccine.
Moreover, the high-level panel
will prepare a strategy on
inventory management and
administration.

According to the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) scientist Balram

Bhargava, India has three vac-
cine candidates in different
phases of the clinical study.

The first is inactivated
virus vaccine which is being
developed by Bharat Biotech in
collaboration with the ICMR.
The vaccine has completed its
Phase-1 study on one site and
has started Phase-2 clinical
trial.

The second is the DNA
vaccine being developed by
Zydus Cadila. This vaccine has
also begun its Phase-2 trial at
11 sites.

The third is the Oxford
University-AstraZeneca vac-
cine that will be manufactured
by the Serum Institute of India
(SII). The Drug Controller
General of India (DCGI) has
given approval to SII to con-
duct Phase 2 and 3 clinical
studies in the 17 sites in the
country.

Once the vaccines are
ready, the Government will
work on priority and fair dis-
tribution of vaccine, to look out
logistic and roll out in a cold
chain, stockpiling, and training
people who are being given this
vaccine.
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Giving a boost to the Indian
defence industry, the

Defence Acquisition
Council(DAC)chaired by
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday cleared pro-
posals worth �8,722.38 crore
including procurement of 106
Basic Trainer Aircraft(BAT).
They are manufactured by the
Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited(HAL)

Giving details, defence
ministry officials later said with
the HAL having successfully
developed Basic Trainer
Aircraft (HTT-40) Prototypes
and certification process under-
way, the DAC approved pro-
curement of 106 Basic Trainer
Aircraft from the HAL. It will

address the basic training
requirements of the IAF. Post
certification 70 Basic Trainer
Aircraft will be initially pro-
cured from the HAL and bal-
ance 36 after operationalisation
of HTT-40 fleet in the IAF.  The
DAC is the apex body to
approve acquisition plans of the
armed forces.

To improve the fire power
of Navy, the DAC approved
procurement of an upgraded
version of Super Rapid Gun
Mount (SRGM), which is fitted
as the main gun onboard Navy
and Indian Coast Guard (ICG)
warships, from Bharat Heavy
Electricals Limited (BHEL).
The upgraded version of SRGM
has enhanced capability to per-
form against fast manoeuvring
targets like missiles and Fast

Attack Crafts.  The guns have
considerable engagement range.

In view of the availability of
requisite capability for indige-
nous development of the
ammunition, both in terms of
‘Manufacturing’ and
‘Technology’, the DAC
approved procurement of 125
mm APFSDS (Armour
Piercing Fin Stabilised

Discarding Sabot) ammuni-
tion for the Army as a ‘Design
and Development Case’. The
ammunition being procured
will have a 70 per cent indige-
nous content. The DAC also
gave approvals that are likely to
speed up the procurement of
AK- 203 assault rifles and
Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle(UAV) upgrades. 
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People in Huston, US, may not
have heard of Kerala’s

Karkkadaka month (the
Malayalam equivalent of Sravan)
but thanks to Ramayana, people
in the far away continent are get-
ting to know more about Indian
heritage and Kerala.

While Hindu households
observe Karkkataka as
Ramayana month in Kerala,
Hindus who went to far away
places in search of livelihood and
education took with them a

portion of Karkkadaka. The net
result?  A Lord Krishna Temple
at Houston, more famous as Sri
Guruvayurappan Temple and
recitation of Ramayana through-
out Karkkadaka. Yes, more than
a hundred households join the
Ramayana recitation every
evening at this temple for the
entire month and they make the
neighborhood reverberate with
the lyrics known for its devotion,
dedication and Bhakti towards
the Maryada Purushotham. For
nearly a decade Dr Rekha Nair,
a paramedic scientist, has been

reciting Ramayana at this Huston
Temple with silent prayers for
people in Kerala as well as the
rest of the world.

“The numbers have
increased manifold over the
years. This year due to Covid-19
norms, we use the social media
to propagate the message of
Lord Rama. Every evening one
person comes to the temple and
recite Ramayana which is aired
through the social media page  of
the temple. Others join the ses-
sion from their homes,” said Dr
Nair.
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Tamil Nadu’s top educa-
tionist has come out in the

open questioning the logic
behind the State
Government’s decision not
to allow the three-language
policy prescribed in the New
National Education Policy of
the Union Government.

Prof E Balagurusamy, for-
mer vice-chancellor, Anna
University and former mem-
ber of the Union Public
Service Commission, in a
hard hitting letter to Chief
Minister Edappadi Palanisami
has expressed his anguish
and disappointment over the
State Government’s stance

that the three-language for-
mula was “saddening and
painful”. The educationist ,
held in high esteem all over
India described himself as a
victim of the two-language
formula implemented by the
five-decade long Dravidian
rule in Tamil Nadu.

Immediately after the
announcement of  the
National Education Policy,
Palanisamy had said that his
government would not allow
in Tamil Nadu the three-lan-
guage formula envisaged in
the policy.

“Ours is the only State in
the country that has been
denying its  students an
opportunity to learn any other

Indian languages other than
Tamil for more than five
decades now. I am one of
those who were badly affect-
ed by the two-language for-
mula,” Balagurusamy said in
a letter to the Chief Minister,
copies of which were released
to the media.   

He said the decisions of
the governments led by the
Dravidian parties ruling the
State since 1967 have deprived
the poor and rural students
studying in government
schools of learning any addi-
tional language while the rich
and urban joining the CBSE,
central and private schools
have the freedom to study any
language they wish.

	&$�#(�����& ����� �	��2�#���& �
+&"����#'� (�&$$&����& ��&��� (�

0	�	�	�	�	�����	������	�����������$���

����!���
�����)������"���!����!��
!	�
� 
�������
�
��
�����%������
����������&�)������"��!����!��������������
#�
���� �#�

������� �������2>2016

Mumbaikars bade an emo-
tional farewell to Wing

Commander Deepak Sathe
(retd) -- who was killed in the
ill-fated Dubai-Kozhikode Air
India Express flight crash on
Friday last, as he was cremated
here amid the State honours on
Tuesday.

People from the north-east-
ern suburbs of Mumbai who
had lined up on either side of the
road and people from the bal-
conies of the housing societies
en route paid last respects to Wg
Cdr Sathe, as his funeral pro-
cession of passed from Nahar
Amrit Shakti complex at
Chandrivli to Tagore Nagar
electric crematorium at Vikhroli,
where he was cremated in the
presence of family members,

defence officials and friends.
Chants of ‘Capt. Deepak

Sathe Amar Rahe' rent the air, as
late Capt Sathe’s funeral caval-
cade, escorted by the Mumbai
Police, proceeded from the
Nahar Amrit Shakti complex
where Sathes live in Jalvayu
Vihar building, on its final jour-
ney.  

Capt Sathe's body had on
Sunday afternoon been flown
from Kochi and kept at an Air
India facility near Terminal 2 of
the Chhatrapati Shivaji interna-
tional airport for some time
before being taken to Bhabha
Hospital at Bandra, from where
the mortal remains were brought
by his sons Shantanu and
Dhananjay  to the family home
at Chandivli on Tuesday morn-
ing.

The pilot's father Col.

Vasant Sathe (retd) (87) and
mother Neela (83), who  reside
in Nagpur, had reached Mumbai
on Monday to have a last
glimpse of their son.

Earlier at the Nahar Amrit
Shakti complex, a Mumbai
Police contingent accorded an
Honour Guard and a Salute to
the departed Hero in the brief
but solemn ceremony. A wreath
was placed on behalf of Chief
Minister Uddhav Thackeray

The Indian Air Force, Army
and Navy contingents laid
wreaths on behalf of the Chief
of Air Staff, Commander in
Chief South Western Air
Command, Commander in
Chief Western Naval Command
V Adm P Ajit (NDA course
mate of Capt Sathe), General
Officer Commanding
Maharashtra and Gujarat Area.

Wreaths were also placed on
Capt Sathe’s mortal remains on
behalf of the   Station
Commander Air Force Station
Mumbai, 58 Course National
Defence Academy and 127
Pilots' Course ( Wg Cdr Sathe's
Course), Battleaxe Squadron
IAF (Wg Cdr Sathe's old
Squadron).

Prominent among those
who were present on the occa-
sion to pay their last respects
were dignitaries like Mumbai
Mayor Kishori Pednekar, Shiv
Sena MP Priyanka Chaturvedi,
Bharatiya Janata Party MP
Poonam Mahajan, legislator
Dilip Lande, Municipal
Councillors Ishwar Tawade,
Harish Bhandirghe. Consul-
General Gavin Chay, Republic of
Singapore (Course mate of Wg
Cdr Sathe at NDA, Pune).
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Amid reports that Covid-19
survivors are facing health

issues post recovery, the Union
Health Ministry is preparing
guidelines to help such patients
manage any long-term compli-
cations. “A group of experts in the
Ministry is presently seized with
this issue and working on a
guidance note for recovered peo-
ple and possible complications
that may afflict them,” said Rajesh
Bhushan, Secretary, Health
Ministry on reports of lung ail-
ments in some of the patients
who have recovered from
COVID-19.

The ministry’s technical
wing, or Joint Monitoring Group
(JMG) which is looking into the
matter, includes several domain
experts. Dr Rajiv Garg, the direc-
tor-general health services, chairs
the group. The group includes
experts from AIIMS, Delhi,  rep-
resentatives from the ICMR  and
World Health Organisation’s
India office. “This group provides
an expert opinion on various top-
ics from time to time… it has
been responsible for providing
technical inputs to draft guide-
lines on issues related to testing,
isolation of patients, home iso-
lation dos and don’ts, clinical
management of Covid-19 cases
in and outside hospitals…” There
have been global studies too
wherein researchers have found
that the infection free patients
faced one or many health issues
like fatigueness, breathlessness,
psychological distress - including
problems with concentration
and memory - and a general
decline in quality of life.
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Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has once again

asked the Central Government to
clear the State’s dues that had
gone beyond �50,000 crore.

Raising the issue during the
Chief Ministers’ meeting with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
Banerjee on Tuesday said that the
Centre owed �52,000 crore to
Bengal in terms of funds that
were to be sent to the State on
various accounts. The stated
amount is exclusive of �4,153
crore that the State will get from
the Centre towards the settlement

of GST, she added. Bengal is “yet
to receive �4135 crore towards
GST compensation and overall
outstanding dues of �53,000
crore from the Central
Government,” Banerjee said
requesting in addition for more
high flow nasal canulas and 
ventilators. Reminding the Prime
Minister that the “Centre has
raised the FRBM limit from
three per cent to five per cent but
only 0.5 per cent out of the
increased 2 per cent has been
made unconditional,” she
requested the Centre to “make
the remaining 1.5 per cent
unconditional too for one year.”

Ruing the fact that the
Centre had sent paltry amounts
towards fighting the pandemic
she said the Bengal Government
had spent more than �2,500
crore whereas it had received
from the Centre only �125 crore.
Besides, Banerjee also raised the
issue of corona vaccine asking the
Centre to “immediately” issue
guidelines. “Regarding the vac-
cine, the central government
should authorise which vaccine
is to be procured and used. It
must issue guidelines in this
regard,” sources quoting her said.

The Prime Minister on
Tuesday held a video meeting

with the Chief Ministers of 10
States where the corona pan-
demic has taken alarming propo-
sitions. Saying that the Chief
Minister had raised similar
demands in an earlier meeting of
Chief Ministers with the Prime
Minister too, senior Bengal
Minister Partho Chatterjee said
that “during such pandemic sit-
uations all sides should work
keeping aside their political or
other interests,” adding how
“Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee has done a commend-
able job in handling the corona
situation earning praises from all
quarters.
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Recognising the importance
of immunology at a time

when the coronavirus pan-
demic is terrorizing the world,
Karnataka government has
announced that it will set up an
immunology and vaccine
research centre in the city in
collaboration with renown
Emory University from the
USA, said a minister on
Tuesday.

“Keeping in mind the
importance of immunology in
the future, the state is very keen
to establish an immunology

and vaccine research centre in
the city in collaboration with
the Emory University,” said
Deputy Chief Minister C.N.
Ashwath Narayan.

Narayan held a webinar
with Rafi Ahmmad, director of
Emory Vaccine Center and
discussed the importance of
immunology, which is critical
to address vaccines, infectious
diseases, cancer research and
others.

“The results of researches
done now in the field of
immunology will be the solu-
tion to problems of coming
days. Hence, investments done

in this area are going to fetch
fruitful results,” told Ahmmad
to Narayan in the webinar.

The Emory professional
explained that the entire world
is pondering about immunol-
ogy and effective vaccine at this
juncture.

According to Narayan, the
state government is very keen
on finding novel coronavirus
diagnostic tests and is looking
at the larger benefits of setting
the vaccine centre.

“The state has a very robust
ecosystem suitable for research
and innovation. It needs to be
focused on research in the

development of vaccines, clin-
ical trials, and translation of
research studies to the benefit
of the larger society,” he said.

He highlighted that
Bengaluru houses up to 20
institutes of national eminence
which are being engaged in
vaccine development activi-
ties.

“All these will be integrat-
ed and the government is ready
to support through policy
implementation. The rigid
restrictions which were in place
earlier with regard to clinical
trials are now being relaxed,”
pointed out Narayan.



One’s blood boils watch-
ing the way India and its
Army are being pushed
around by the Chinese
People’s Liberation

Army (PLA) along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC). Roughing up sol-
diers, intruding/transgressing on the
Indian side of the LAC at will and
violating border protocols have
become second nature to the PLA.
And yet, many citizens keep harping
that when it comes to joining the bat-
tle, Indians are six feet tall. The PLA
has no experience to fight in high-
altitude terrain; whereas Indian sol-
diers have been deployed in Sikkim,
Ladakh and Siachen for decades.
China lacks the regimental system of
the Indian infantry and is composed
mostly of short-term conscripts
compared to India’s wholly volunteer
Army. The PLA has not fought a war
since 1979. Neither have the Indian
troops since the skirmish they fought
“on our side of the Line of Control
(LoC)” against a mixed bag of
Pakistani frontier militia and hard-
core terrorists at Kargil.

Because the PLA has done a sort
of Kargil in east Ladakh, loud think-
ing can be heard about launching a
land-air offensive a la Kargil, con-
fined to our side of the LAC to vacate
aggression in Ladakh. This compar-
ison has many holes: It likens LAC
to LoC, which is delineated with the
maps exchanged in 1972 between the
two militaries. The LoC is violated
regularly by infiltration, cross-border
firing and is a hot border. Not a shot
has been fired along the LAC since
1975 and a no-shooting protocol
exists. The Indian Air Force (IAF)
has not carried out any joint military
exercises for air support of ground
troops along the LAC. Border pro-
tocols debar the use of force in set-
tling the boundary question, which
includes the LAC. 

And yet, rogue actions of the
PLA have continued periodically
like the intrusions at Sumdorongchu
(1988), Depsang (2013), Chumar
(2014), Doklam (2017) and now
across east Ladakh, stretching over
250 km. They have all gone unpun-
ished. Instead, PLA raw recruits
managed to thrash outnumbered
Indian soldiers near the Pangong lake
on May 17/18 last year  so badly that
72 soldiers had to be hospitalised.
PLA helicopters chased away an
Indian helicopter in the same area
around the same time. In short, India
has been at the receiving end of PLA
depredations except possibly at
Galwan. The mystery is, why have
Indian troops never done a tit-for-tat

counter intrusion?
That the disengagement

and de-escalation process has
ended in utter failure was
recognised by the Indian
Ministry of Defence (MoD) on
its website earlier this month
but the admission was pulled
down within 48 hours. Indian
forces have been left with buffer
zones at friction points where
they have had to withdraw
and dismantle their fortifica-
tions from the Indian side of
the LAC. Worse, the PLA is not
permitting these soldiers to
exercise their patrolling rights
upto established patrolling
points, which when connected,
roughly align with the Indian
LAC. 

Still worse is the stubborn
refusal of the PLA and its
commanders to even discuss
the 18-km deep massive intru-
sion made in Depsang, a repeat
of the intrusion in April 2013,
from where the PLA with-
drew after three months.
Crowning the multiple intru-
sions is the PLA’s construction
of infrastructure on  the Indian
side of the LAC. Violative of
border patrols, PLA activities
are nothing short of acts of war. 

Not only has China unilat-
erally changed the status quo
but it has also shifted the LAC
several kilometres westwards,
attempting to conform to its
1960 claim line. It has also
annexed several hundred kilo-

metres of Indian territory.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s in-denial statement of
June 19 — “neither has anyone
intruded across our border
nor is anyone intruding” — has
become the great enabler of
PLA intrusions. Taking down
the belated acceptance of intru-
sions on the MoD website is
supportive of Beijing’s actions.

China is rejoicing that
Modi has kept the Wuhan spir-
it alive whereas it is an abysmal
failure of summitry. By virtu-
ally condoning the Galwan
clash, Modi seems to have
done the reverse of Nehru’s cav-
alier orders to throw out the
Chinese from the Thagla ridge. 

The joy and excitement
exuded by Modi and Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh over
the arrival of five Rafales
reflected the dire and option-
less situation at the LAC. Given
the phenomenal spike in the
COVID-19 pandemic in India,
a debilitating decline in the
economy and the military over-
stretched on two fronts, a
Kargil-like response to multi-
ple intrusions will lead to a war
that India cannot afford. 

India’s continental strategy
(if there is one) for border man-
agement has come unstuck
because the PLA has changed
the rules of engagement, both
on the ground and at the nego-
tiating table. Five rounds of
military commander talks, four

rounds of Working Mechanism
for Consultation and
Coordination (WMCC) dia-
logue and conversations
between high ranking Special
Representatives on border talks
have hit a cul-de-sac. 

With wholesale intrusions
in early May, China delivered an
initial fait accompli. This was fol-
lowed by a Chinese-scripted
DPP in July end that made cos-
metic disengagement to ease
tensions at friction points but
was tantamount to quarantining
Indian soldiers on their own ter-
ritory. The PLA, on the other
hand, dug down like it did at
Doklam after disengagement
and nobly proclaimed that dis-
engagement is completed. This
new fait accompli has imposed
on India a new status quo with-
out a hint of restoring the May
5 situation. 

The Modi Government can
pretend it is business as usual:
Take down belated acceptance
of intrusions from the MoD
website, talk tough the virtues
of Rafales and most of all, use
diversionary strategies to focus
on its spectacular political
achievements like the grand
ceremony at the Ram temple
on the same day it erased
Article 370 at Jammu &
Kashmir a year ago. 

In deference to Chinese
sentiment, the new status of
Ladakh has been played down.
The setback at LAC has almost

disappeared from TV and
media, reflecting India’s accep-
tance of aggression by the PLA.
The tragedy playing out along
the LAC for 10 weeks, that was
essentially concealed by the
Government, is a reminder of
India’s colossal intelligence and
operational failures. 

It has blemished the Modi
Government’s tough muscular
image created in the wake of
Uri and Balakot responses
against Pakistan, which won it
an overwhelming political
mandate. The Chinese PLA has
changed that perception. That,
too, 60 years after the 1962 war
when China gave India a dress-
ing down and withdrew unilat-
erally, vacating areas it now
covets: Tawang and East
Ladakh. India’s failure to shape
and maintain a deterrent has
led to the loss of face. 

Three days from now, on
August 15, Independence Day,
Modi will recount his
Government’s achievements,
including the handling of the
pandemic. How he will frame
the situation along the LAC,
where the Chinese PLA has
altered status quo and annexed
Indian territory, will be worth
watching out for. 

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander IPKF
South, Sri Lanka and founder
member of the Defence Planning
Staff, currently the Integrated
Defence Staff.)
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “Atmanirbhar raksha”
(August 11). There is nothing
wrong with the Government’s
call for “vocal for local” but
actions such as those taken by
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
to impose import embargo on
101 items are ill-conceived and
may prove to be detrimental in
the long run. Instead, the
Government should have come
out with a clear picture as to how
various sectors could reduce
dependence on imports so that
we gradually start producing
world-class products in the
country. Such a hasty decision
will send the wrong signal to
both our domestic suppliers as
well as hostile neighbours. Our
defence preparedness, too, is not
upto the mark. 

Bal Govind
Noida
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Sir — The deadly explosion in
Beirut is another instance of
conscience-keepers of safety
abdicating their responsibility.

Military ammunition depots,
inflammable gas and fuel sta-
tions in the energy sector and
nuclear facilities exclusively rely
on meticulous standard operat-
ing procedure manuals. 

The presence of 740 tonnes

of ammonium nitrate at
Chennai port is now suddenly
remembered even as some con-
signments are missing.
Universally, we seem to be short
of inspired administrators with
a grip on their jobs. It is such

drift that causes mishaps. The
accident in Beirut is a reminder
that despite the strict regulation
of hazardous substances interna-
tionally, the risks remain.

R Narayanan
Navi Mumbai
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “Needed, full-time chief ”
(August 11). In a belated yet
pragmatic move, the Congress
leadership has succeeded in
averting a fall of its Government
in Rajasthan. Concerted efforts
by the Gandhi siblings have
yielded results. This new sce-
nario has paved the way for
truce, howsoever fragile,
between Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot and Sachin Pilot. Pilot is
ready for an unconditional truce
and Gehlot has agreed to follow
the leadership line. Hopefully,
the Rajasthan Assembly session
scheduled for August 14 will
pass without any hurdle.
Grievances flagged by the Pilot
camp should be addressed.
Rahul Gandhi must now take
charge and call for elections to
the Congress Working
Committee without any delay.
Sans a permanent head, the
grand old party looks like a rud-
derless boat. 

Azhar A Khan
Rampur
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Each year, August 12 is celebrated as the
International Youth Day (IYD) to raise
awareness about the challenges and prob-

lems being faced by the young people of today.
IYD, which was first observed in 2000, aims to
endorse ways to engage the youth and help them
participate in affirmative contributions to soci-
ety. The theme of the IYD this year is ‘Youth
Engagement for Global Action.’ It seeks to high-
light the ways in which young people at the local,
national and global level are enriching nation-
al and multilateral institutions and processes, as
well as draw lessons on how to enhance their rep-
resentation and engagement in formal institu-
tional politics. 

As per the United Nations (UN) population
prospects, the youth segment (15-29 years) glob-
ally stands at 1.8 billion now. Out of the total
number of young people in the world, every fifth
person (20 per cent) resides in India (366 mil-
lion) reflecting the importance of this segment
in the country. The youth are faced with many
challenges and one of the most serious issues
concerning them is the growing number of idle
youngsters or those who are not in employment,
education and training (NEET in short).

NEET youth tend to experience a varying
degree of social and economic marginalisation
and are more likely to be left behind in main-
stream development. The Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), 2030, adopted by
the UN in 2015, also set the agenda specifical-
ly for target 8.6, which calls for the proportion
of youth with NEET status to be substantially
reduced in the next 15 years. 

The Global Employment Trends for Youth
2020 noted that there has been a continued
decline in the participation of young people in
the labour force across countries. The popula-
tion of the youth has increased from one billion
to 1.3 billion in the period between 1999 and
2019, but the number of young people engaged
in the workforce (either employed or unem-
ployed) has seen a decrease from 568 million to
497 million during the same period. 

The most disturbing pattern globally is that
one young person out of every five (20  per cent)
and 30  per cent of the girls and 13  per cent of
the boys among them— those aged between 15
and 24 (which is the international definition of
the youth) — are currently classified as NEET.
This means that a whopping 267 million out of
1.3 billion young people worldwide are neither
gaining experience in the labour market, nor
receiving income from work or enhancing
their education and skills. This suggests that their
labour remains under-utilised.

India, at present, is home to the largest pop-
ulation of youth in the world. The National Youth
Policy of India, 2014 defines them as people
belonging in the age group of 15-29 years.
According to the census data for 2011, the youth
constitute 28 per cent of the total population in
the country and contribute to over 34 per cent
of India’s national income. The latest estimates
show that they comprise around 27 per cent of
the total Indian population of 1.3 billion. 

However, a major positive development has
been their growing enrolment in the secondary
and tertiary-level of education, which has
resulted in better-skilled employees and prolif-

eration of decent employment in many
countries around the world. 

However, the Periodic Labour
Force Survey (PLFS) for 2017-18
reported a significant increase in unem-
ployment rates for the young segment
of the population. A more serious con-
cern is the increasing joblessness
among educated youth (15-29 years),
which went up nearly three times
from 6.1 per cent in 2011-12 to 17.8 per
cent in 2017-18. In particular, techni-
cal degree holders have been noted to
fare the worst with their unemployment
rate being pegged at 37.3 per cent,
closely followed by those who are
post-graduates and above (36.2 per
cent), graduates (35.2 per cent), and
youth with formal vocational training
(33 per cent). 

For young women, the unemploy-
ment situation is graver in terms of
labour force participation as well as
unemployment. Women are moving
out of the workforce in greater num-
bers, but among those who remain,
unemployment rates are higher than
those among men. This holds true even
for women who are educated or have
received training, and this trend has
worsened during the prevailing
COVID-19 pandemic.

One would imagine that the young
population with “industry-relevant”
formal vocational training would have
better job prospects in India. But only
1.8 per cent of the population report-
ed receiving formal vocational/techni-
cal training in 2017-18. Young people
comprised more than half of those who
received formal vocational/technical
training, which is in sharp contrast to
the 50-80 per cent participation in
developed nations. 

Around 33 per cent of the formal-
ly-trained youngsters were unemployed

in 2017-18. Nearly a third of trained
young men and more than a third of
trained young women were unem-
ployed. Among those who did not
receive such training, 62.3 per cent were
out of the workforce. 

Further, the growing number of
NEET is also posing a serious challenge,
as it has increased from 70 million in
2004-05 to 116 million in 2017-18. The
Government has increasingly been
wary of this and has taken steps to deal
with this growing challenge. In recent
years, it has launched the “Skill India”
campaign, which includes an array of
initiatives under its purview to bridge
the gap between lack of skill training
and joblessness. A key initiative under
the campaign is the Pradhan Mantri
Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY), the
National Apprenticeship Promotion
Scheme and so on. 

The PMKVY was envisioned to
impart employable skills and help the
youth in securing better livelihoods.
Although it intends to provide training
free of cost, most of the youth who have
received formal training have had to
personally arrange the fees. The PLFS
2017-18 data shows that only 16 per
cent of the youth who received formal
training were funded by the
Government. Around 73 per cent of the
youth underwent full-time training.
The coaching period for more than half
of the youth exceeded a year and
about 30 per cent of them underwent
training for more than two years.

However, it was apparent as early
as 2016 that there were several issues
with the initiative, when a Government-
appointed committee to rationalise
Sector Skill Councils (SSCs) and
improve Skill India, led by Sharda
Prasad, found that the programme’s tar-
gets were too ambitious. Additionally,

it was discovered that the spending of
the funds allocated for the programme
was not subject to adequate monitor-
ing mechanisms. On the whole, most
of the youth in the country still remain
outside the ambit of formal training and
many of those who are able to person-
ally finance themselves in order to
undergo months of vocational training,
remain jobless. The subsequent decline
in budgetary allocations for PMKVY is
an indicator that the Government itself
is not convinced about its working.

In sum, as argued by economists
and researchers, if the youth are prop-
erly skilled and absorbed in the labour
market, they can contribute to higher
economic growth of the country. We are
going to have a larger youth population
for the next two decades, which poses
an imminent challenge as well — of
leveraging the potential of the abundant
human resource. The spiral of the
unemployed is posing some serious
questions on higher education, skill
development, demographic dividend
and India’s future. There are other con-
cerns about quality of jobs, decent
workplaces, upward mobility, wages,
aspirations, competition accrued by
limited supply of new jobs, contractu-
al nature of jobs, mental health, oppor-
tunities for entrepreneurship and fos-
tering innovations among the young
minds. Amid the COVID-19 pan-
demic, as the country is moving
towards the vision of a new India and
an Atmanirbhar Bharat (self-reliant
India), we need to prioritise the aspi-
rations of the young population for
inculcating and strengthening their
atma vishwas (confidence).

(Balwant is Research Director,
IMPRI and Senior Fellow, IHD; Simi is
CEO and Editorial Director and Kumar
is Director, IMPRI)
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Uttar Pradesh (UP) organises a
Joint Entrance Examination
(JEE) for B.Ed. every year,

where students compete for almost
two lakh seats. Conducting it this
year was a challenge in more ways
than one. The State had received 4.31
lakh applications for the examination
that was initially scheduled for April
8 but got postponed thrice in view
of the COVID-19 pandemic and was
finally held on August 9. 

Last year, it was conducted in
only 15 districts with 60 to 130 cen-
tres per district. This year there were
the twin targets of least movement
and ample social distancing. Hence
it was decided to host the entrance
test in all districts indicated by the

candidates. The number of districts
was increased to 50 and later to 73.
To reduce the number of students
congregating in one place, the
strength of candidates allotted to a
centre was halved, as compared to
earlier years. Thus, the number of
centres also increased proportionate-
ly. Special care was taken to ensure
that women and divyang candidates
were allotted the district of their
choice, while other candidates were
accommodated at or near their first
place of preference. 

In the past, B.Ed entrance tests
were conducted by the nominated
university with the help of other State
universities while the Department of
Higher Education played a negligi-
ble role. This year, the nominated
university, Lucknow University, had
sought the department’s help due to
the special circumstances arising
out of COVID-19. Ensuring compli-
ance with the directive of the Chief
Minister to ensure that there were no
incidents of copying or other mal-
practices during the examination was
the department’s biggest challenge.
This required a marked departure

from established practices and it was
not easy to change the ways of the
management accustomed to working
in a particular fashion. 

Formerly, 50-60 per cent of the
centres were in private institutes and
there was a suspicion of malpractices
in some of them. To check the men-
ace of cheating, it was decided that
examination centres would be set up
only in Government and
Government-aided institutions. This
turned out to be a daunting task. A
screening committee was constitut-
ed in each district, comprising the
district administration, the
Secondary Education and Higher
Education Departments and a coor-
dinator from Lucknow University.
Their task was to identify potential
examination centres in the district,
including State and Central univer-
sities, degree and intermediate col-
leges, engineering colleges, ITIs,
polytechnics and even Government
schools. Nevertheless, this was not
sufficient. There was so much resis-
tance to change that when requests
and persuasions failed to yield results,
the organising team ultimately had

to be convinced by those at the high-
est level. 

The Deputy Chief Minister and
Chief Secretary held a special video
conference with the District
Magistrates and finally, after a metic-
ulous exercise, success was achieved
and 1,089 centres were identified. 

The mammoth task of organis-
ing the centres, informing the stu-
dents and mobilising the district
administration was done through
virtual meetings over the next month.
Centres had to be changed because
of new containment zones and floods
in a few districts. Care was taken to
ensure that the candidates did not
bear the brunt of any of this and were
kept updated through e-mails and
SMS. Battling time constraints and
infection risks, a programme for
training invigilators and superinten-
dents was designed. They were edu-
cated in the best practices for infec-
tion prevention as well as new anti-
cheating measures. The optimum use
of technology was witnessed at all
levels during the crisis.

Ensuring the safety and health of
candidates and staff was the highest

priority and adequate monetary
allocation was made for sanitisation
of each centre — a minimum of
�4,000 plus an additional �20 per
candidate if the number surpassed
200 at any centre. 

Face masks and sanitisers were
provided free of cost. Thermal scan-
ners were used and proper social dis-
tance was maintained in and outside
the centres. Lucknow University
adopted an innovative method for
taking the thumb impressions of the
students. Instead of the routine com-
mon ink pad, an individual dispos-
able ink strip, specially made for the
JEE, was given to each student for the
purpose. 

On the day of the examination,
static magistrates and flying squads
were deployed and an effective face-
detection system was used. The
technology uses Artificial Intelligence
(AI) to collect information of the can-
didate’s face from 27 points and
matches him/her with the profile
photo on 13 indicators including hair,
ears, spectacles and so on. Each can-
didate’s biometric picture was taken
on special phones with this app.

Other mobile phones and commu-
nicating devices were not allowed
inside the centre. CCTV cameras that
had been specially-installed in each
examination centre were continuous-
ly monitored through live webcast-
ing at the university’s command
centre, having 100 screens.

Before the examination was
held, there were live debates in
newsrooms and drawing rooms on
whether this exam should be con-
ducted at all. People argued that
admissions to B.Ed could be made
based on marks obtained in the final
year of college itself and that this test
could be done away with in view of
the need for safety. However, the fact
remains that this would be unfair to
all stakeholders as final year exams
are not standardised across univer-
sities. 

Additionally, marking is often
done on a bell curve based on the stu-
dent pool of that university. Thus, the
top few students from each univer-
sity are expected to score higher, irre-
spective of how they compare with
students across the State. Thus, a JEE
was conceived years ago. Denying

this opportunity to a student body
that has already suffered academical-
ly due to the Corona crisis would
have been remiss. 

The option of holding the test
online this year was given due con-
sideration, but the digital divide
across the State and access issues,
especially for the vulnerable sections,
weighed against it. 

Since this is a prestigious course
with fierce competition, it was essen-
tial to give a fair and uniform oppor-
tunity to all. The result will be
declared on September 5 and the new
session will commence in October-
November. Conducting this exam
was an experience worth sharing. It
showcased the sensitivity and caution
of the State Government and set the
trend for holding competitive exams
during the outbreak. It is an exam-
ple for others to emulate, right from
the selection of centres to logistics.
It shows how fair, safe examinations
can be held, even in these testing
times. 

(The writer is Additional Chief
Secretary, Higher Education
Department, UP)
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Script Open High Low LTP
INOXLEISUR 229.10 243.90 229.10 235.60
RELIANCE 2137.70 2160.00 2101.15 2134.05
ICICIBANK 369.10 374.15 364.50 367.40
ITC 200.00 207.60 199.95 203.65
TECHM 690.50 694.30 672.25 674.85
HDFCBANK 1051.00 1071.00 1049.00 1067.60
IBULHSGFIN 207.30 220.40 206.70 214.75
BAJFINANCE 3466.95 3494.00 3406.00 3456.65
HDFC 1810.00 1846.60 1807.40 1825.35
INFY 951.95 961.95 946.35 948.20
CIPLA 800.00 802.60 768.90 778.70
AXISBANK 436.00 449.65 434.50 448.00
SBIN 195.40 196.80 193.60 195.10
TATASTEEL 413.50 427.50 412.50 416.45
TITAN 1073.00 1087.60 1050.20 1066.50
ZEEL 153.00 160.90 152.45 159.85
RBLBANK 182.80 186.50 182.00 185.15
ULTRACEMCO 3980.00 4077.00 3961.75 3969.60
BHARTIARTL 560.80 560.80 550.30 551.25
LAURUSLABS 1150.00 1160.00 1021.25 1051.40
INDUSINDBK 515.00 525.00 509.60 521.85
KAJARIACER 402.00 415.05 402.00 411.85
TATAMOTORS 124.75 125.75 121.45 122.30
JINDALSTEL 202.90 216.75 202.20 211.00
ASIANPAINT 1795.00 1836.75 1781.00 1789.55
IDEA 9.00 9.00 8.65 8.71
HINDALCO 179.20 186.65 178.00 178.85
MOTHERSUMI 106.00 109.30 101.20 107.45
IRCTC 1320.30 1384.30 1313.70 1371.60
BANDHANBNK 307.00 307.00 294.00 300.55
STAR 609.10 628.45 572.30 605.45
HDFCAMC 2365.30 2377.35 2339.95 2344.15
HINDUNILVR 2206.00 2232.90 2206.00 2210.50
MARUTI 6650.00 6707.00 6607.90 6647.90
DIVISLAB 3144.00 3172.65 3087.65 3135.75
AUROPHARMA 958.30 964.20 932.10 944.75
TATACONSUM 523.10 527.55 514.20 515.10
SBICARD 761.05 790.90 761.05 780.45
IDFCFIRSTB 28.60 30.55 28.35 30.30
GLENMARK 474.00 479.45 470.40 476.95
GMM 5738.05 6588.00 5738.05 6496.70
DRREDDY 4716.00 4732.80 4564.00 4595.45
LUPIN 967.00 969.05 945.50 957.95
IBREALEST 58.90 63.25 57.65 63.20
SUNPHARMA* 546.50 549.95 535.50 541.05
LT 967.25 979.35 957.85 961.65
BPCL 417.20 432.90 417.00 429.25
KOTAKBANK 1369.50 1385.60 1357.30 1364.60
SAIL 38.50 40.80 38.30 38.90
IPCALAB 2144.00 2155.05 1985.10 2008.40
HCLTECH 695.95 700.95 681.55 683.55
TCS 2285.00 2312.40 2276.10 2279.25
WIPRO 279.70 284.60 278.65 279.50
HEROMOTOCO 2715.05 2775.00 2703.80 2712.90
ASHOKLEY 52.00 52.40 50.60 52.20
MUTHOOTFIN 1177.00 1187.95 1162.00 1173.85
BEL 109.40 110.35 105.20 105.80
M&M 632.25 640.50 622.50 629.25
SRF 4225.00 4303.80 4150.00 4155.95
SRTRANSFIN 680.00 682.00 666.00 674.90
GILLETTE 4986.10 5000.00 4963.05 4984.80
COLPAL 1447.10 1486.50 1443.65 1447.50
EMAMILTD 310.00 338.00 310.00 334.30
JSWSTEEL 247.00 255.45 246.20 253.55
SUNTV 400.25 407.45 395.20 396.80
IGL 389.00 394.40 387.30 389.40
PEL 1474.55 1505.00 1461.65 1474.25
CONCOR 394.95 394.95 376.20 377.25
FEDERALBNK 54.10 54.50 53.60 54.25
NIITTECH 1997.95 2079.35 1965.50 1976.95
HINDPETRO 216.00 219.05 213.55 215.10
SHREECEM 22000.00 22000.00 21335.40 21538.95
NATCOPHARM 858.00 898.00 837.20 865.85
VEDL 126.00 127.55 124.70 125.65
KPITTECH 82.05 83.60 77.00 80.00
JBCHEPHARM 736.10 789.50 733.80 768.55
TATAELXSI 1024.00 1035.60 1003.75 1011.35
EICHERMOT 21590.00 21666.00 21251.60 21435.75
DIXON 8228.00 8485.95 8000.00 8018.55
POWERGRID 175.55 182.15 175.55 176.80
SIEMENS 1139.30 1173.40 1127.00 1158.00
PIDILITIND 1392.00 1410.00 1377.70 1380.00
BIOCON 415.50 417.25 406.50 407.20
HINDZINC 245.10 258.80 243.55 246.85
BAJAJFINSV 6460.00 6494.30 6387.35 6441.05
GRANULES 332.70 334.20 313.60 315.50
BHARATFORG 430.00 430.00 411.00 412.95
AFFLE 2195.00 2228.50 2125.50 2174.60
APOLLOHOSP 1790.00 1798.00 1738.65 1751.20
BALRAMCHIN 147.00 149.70 140.00 142.05
BHEL 36.80 36.80 35.65 35.75
TORNTPHARM 3040.00 3040.00 2861.00 2870.50
BANKBARODA 47.10 48.35 46.70 47.10
ESCORTS 1118.55 1142.00 1112.00 1118.35
JUSTDIAL 391.80 400.40 379.80 381.80
PFC 90.00 91.35 88.80 90.05
GSPL 213.00 219.45 213.00 217.05
BATAINDIA 1248.00 1249.90 1226.00 1229.55
UPL 495.00 498.65 480.15 481.85
NAM-INDIA 279.90 279.95 270.15 270.70
NAVINFLUOR 2120.00 2195.70 2060.85 2090.00
HEXAWARE 400.85 417.05 399.05 404.50
NESCO 454.65 528.65 454.30 503.70
GRASIM 639.80 640.75 619.10 624.20
DLF 150.00 150.40 145.75 146.45
AMBUJACEM 223.00 229.25 221.65 222.65
TATAPOWER 52.00 52.55 51.10 51.95
LICHSGFIN 265.40 272.90 265.40 266.90

IOC 87.50 88.20 86.90 87.05
DABUR 509.20 524.25 509.20 513.15
FRETAIL 108.20 108.60 104.45 104.90
CADILAHC 408.00 408.75 393.05 394.90
HAVELLS 618.00 620.90 604.10 605.75
MCX 1697.05 1748.15 1692.00 1711.55
DEEPAKFERT 147.50 160.95 147.50 158.45
VOLTAS 595.30 617.35 589.35 608.20
APLLTD 1098.95 1116.00 1069.65 1080.05
RAYMOND 262.00 277.00 260.15 269.65
CHAMBLFERT 153.30 162.00 152.00 152.85
BAJAJCON 182.80 195.20 182.80 186.70
M&MFIN 134.45 136.00 131.95 132.20
CAPPL 573.80 575.00 527.00 536.15
BOSCHLTD 13606.00 13860.55 13122.00 13260.95
APOLLOTYRE 127.45 129.40 124.30 126.40
BBTC 1559.00 1559.40 1465.00 1473.35
INDIGO 965.00 965.00 937.30 940.05
NAUKRI 3560.00 3560.00 3380.45 3390.70
INDHOTEL 81.95 84.95 80.60 83.45
RAIN 100.95 108.60 100.95 104.70
BAJAJ-AUTO 2996.00 3061.60 2996.00 3004.85
ALKEM 3038.00 3038.00 2769.85 2784.50
BRITANNIA 3964.90 3971.95 3864.20 3879.15
ACC 1410.70 1434.20 1400.30 1411.00
KEC 279.00 295.00 275.75 292.45
FSL 53.95 57.85 53.00 56.10
L&TFH 63.80 64.70 63.55 64.00
GRSE 220.85 238.95 216.95 233.00
ABBOTINDIA 17240.00 17240.00 16545.00 16641.00
BERGEPAINT 554.40 560.50 545.55 547.85
NMDC 93.00 94.15 91.85 93.25
PNB 32.95 33.05 32.50 32.85
DEEPAKNI 608.50 608.50 573.15 577.10
DCBBANK 82.55 83.55 82.50 82.95
BLISSGVS 130.40 133.50 129.00 130.50
GNFC 169.00 175.40 168.80 173.30
HEG 786.70 818.90 781.30 796.25
NESTLEIND 16667.05 16779.80 16584.15 16620.65
MARICO 370.05 378.35 369.10 370.90
INDOCO 254.00 273.25 252.00 259.90
MANAPPURAM 159.00 161.40 156.30 157.45
SUZLON 4.48 4.51 4.26 4.26
DMART 2113.30 2142.65 2111.35 2132.90
GARFIBRES 1750.00 2030.00 1750.00 1910.55
HDFCLIFE 613.50 614.00 605.85 608.50
KRBL 318.90 339.60 301.85 310.65
PNBHOUSING 243.00 250.40 238.25 239.20
IDFC 20.95 23.20 20.90 22.75
MFSL 532.00 538.05 529.35 530.30
NTPC 89.50 89.50 87.80 88.15
INDIACEM 118.50 123.00 118.30 119.35
ONGC 79.25 80.00 78.30 78.45
ADANIPORTS 334.80 336.70 330.80 334.85
SYNGENE 492.10 499.70 480.90 492.80
IRCON 96.90 100.70 96.40 97.10
JUBLFOOD 1909.00 1909.00 1866.75 1884.25
RITES 247.85 255.00 247.85 250.90
PFIZER 4700.00 4700.00 4576.45 4610.15
AJANTPHARM 1715.00 1738.65 1649.95 1676.50
GAIL 97.90 98.80 97.05 97.30
PTC 54.20 54.80 53.30 53.55
CANBK 102.20 102.60 100.65 101.35
COALINDIA 130.70 130.95 129.70 130.05
EQUITAS 52.50 53.05 50.00 50.65
GUJGAS 312.00 320.65 310.25 311.70
ASHOKA 62.80 65.00 60.10 63.40
SPICEJET 46.25 47.70 45.50 46.45
VENKYS 1078.00 1144.70 1076.15 1107.20
MGL 980.00 991.85 968.50 971.10
WOCKPHARMA 321.85 328.95 316.00 318.05
NCC 30.50 31.90 30.50 31.70
PETRONET 249.95 257.80 245.65 246.75
JUBILANT 885.00 888.90 834.90 839.70
MEGH 63.75 65.80 62.60 64.30
PIIND 1949.00 1953.00 1894.85 1903.55
NATIONALUM 34.80 36.40 34.80 35.50
COROMANDEL 802.90 803.00 777.30 779.55
BAJAJELEC 426.55 442.00 419.00 437.35
FDC 348.80 349.00 330.65 332.15
CHOLAFIN 209.10 212.00 206.15 207.10
JAICORPLTD 90.00 92.45 90.00 91.30
BANKINDIA 48.25 49.30 48.00 48.10
ICICIPRULI 486.80 486.80 475.10 477.40
MPHASIS 1189.55 1231.70 1186.70 1207.15
STRTECH* 131.90 137.80 131.20 134.20
COCHINSHIP 340.10 357.95 338.70 352.95
ADANIENT 197.00 199.60 194.40 195.80
WABCOINDIA 7004.00 7004.00 7000.00 7002.00
UJJIVAN 242.80 243.00 230.45 234.80
CCL 252.00 277.25 252.00 260.55

ICICIGI 1390.00 1405.00 1334.20 1348.10
SBILIFE 865.70 877.50 857.30 860.35
DHANUKA 775.00 840.00 757.65 816.95
NOCIL 112.65 116.20 112.65 114.90
RECLTD 108.90 108.90 105.60 105.75
HFCL 17.50 17.50 16.17 16.57
MRF 62300.00 62467.00 61366.80 61473.95
INFRATEL 199.00 199.00 192.35 194.30
AMARAJABAT 758.00 758.00 737.00 742.50
PARAGMILK 94.00 101.80 93.10 99.60
VAIBHAVGBL 1718.95 1955.00 1713.05 1925.60
BSOFT 152.00 152.00 145.30 146.55
RAMCOCEM 688.60 705.45 680.00 699.10
CEATLTD 890.00 916.50 890.00 891.80
BIRLACORPN 614.80 618.00 590.40 592.05
SPARC 190.00 190.00 182.50 183.00
ADANIGREEN 373.45 376.45 359.85 360.60
AUBANK 707.00 713.00 693.55 697.55
WELCORP 104.10 109.25 102.35 109.25
ENGINERSIN 67.45 68.20 66.30 66.55
CENTURYTEX 326.60 328.00 315.40 315.85
MINDTREE 1151.85 1155.00 1112.10 1116.75
TATACOFFEE 110.25 111.60 103.95 105.25
HAWKINCOOK 4799.00 4849.80 4701.10 4801.75
RALLIS 310.50 312.50 304.85 305.55
LINDEINDIA 699.00 750.00 699.00 719.50
TATACOMM 865.00 885.00 810.40 815.80
PERSISTENT 990.00 1000.00 952.05 975.25
SOUTHBANK 7.03 7.09 7.00 7.03
WELSPUNIND 45.80 47.05 45.80 47.05
VIPIND 260.00 264.80 254.85 259.60
TATACHEM 302.05 302.25 295.85 297.05
TORNTPOWER 344.00 344.35 338.45 338.85
SUMICHEM 288.20 289.40 273.35 275.10
UFLEX 323.50 344.90 322.35 329.05
BEML 679.00 685.00 670.50 673.55
METROPOLIS 1760.00 1780.00 1570.80 1599.55
ITI 141.25 141.95 137.55 137.80
GRAPHITE 190.00 195.35 187.30 188.75
INDIANB 60.60 64.80 59.95 64.30
SUDARSCHEM 430.20 446.35 430.20 437.45
MIDHANI 215.00 219.05 213.65 214.35
KALPATPOWR* 243.40 249.65 238.65 247.60
PVR 1126.00 1136.70 1118.65 1123.65
HONAUT 31500.00 32410.20 31500.00 32203.70
CGCL 199.90 208.80 199.90 204.05
HAL 1036.80 1048.95 1002.00 1018.50
SWANENERGY 149.10 150.00 145.45 147.10
BDL 440.50 443.05 423.20 424.90
ASTRAL 1054.80 1108.00 1046.85 1089.75
FCONSUMER 11.62 11.62 10.98 10.98
PAGEIND 18934.20 18990.00 18650.00 18899.15
LTI 2519.00 2530.00 2491.95 2516.10
ADANIGAS 165.00 165.25 158.30 158.85
EXIDEIND 164.80 165.50 161.65 162.85
BALKRISIND 1379.00 1379.00 1347.55 1352.55
AARTIIND 1065.45 1070.60 1021.05 1026.80
RCF 52.50 53.45 51.90 52.70
IRB 122.00 124.60 116.20 119.30
LAOPALA 185.05 214.40 184.80 205.75
CYIENT 361.80 376.60 361.75 369.05
JKPAPER* 93.60 95.95 93.60 94.00
GODREJCP 684.00 695.20 683.50 687.35
SCI 62.35 62.35 59.05 59.25
GODFRYPHLP 962.95 977.00 958.00 959.20
IEX 195.00 200.90 188.70 191.25
BOMDYEING 69.00 70.00 67.20 67.80
BAYERCROP 6059.40 6100.00 5930.00 5945.20
TVSMOTOR 423.00 423.30 413.55 416.50
SONATSOFTW 290.00 290.50 272.00 283.05
ASTRAZEN 3450.00 3450.00 3270.00 3332.45
POLYCAB 858.50 867.50 843.20 845.90
PCJEWELLER 16.50 17.35 16.15 16.90
ADANIPOWER 37.80 38.70 37.55 37.70
JSLHISAR 91.00 92.95 85.10 87.90
TATAMTRDVR 43.15 43.45 41.40 41.55
ISEC 493.95 505.20 486.45 492.40
BAJAJHLDNG 2631.00 2749.80 2631.00 2722.55
GODREJAGRO 467.00 474.00 461.10 468.35
JKTYRE 65.90 66.50 62.90 64.05
ABCAPITAL 59.80 60.75 58.60 59.00
GALAXYSURF 1735.00 1784.05 1718.65 1767.05
ASTERDM 135.30 141.70 134.45 135.85
TV18BRDCST 34.15 34.80 33.70 34.05
INTELLECT 194.95 198.80 183.95 186.35
CESC 572.00 583.20 561.20 576.70
ADANITRANS 254.85 258.80 247.75 249.30
TVTODAY 215.00 236.95 209.30 224.35
CANFINHOME 387.85 387.85 372.60 373.50
DCAL 205.00 205.00 191.15 191.65
NH 323.00 331.65 323.00 328.50
PHILIPCARB 107.75 110.00 107.00 107.75
TNPL 115.00 119.50 113.90 118.80
ALKYLAMINE 2570.95 2794.00 2563.00 2693.15
TAKE 51.30 52.30 48.10 48.55
GSFC 62.65 65.50 62.65 64.95
SOBHA 233.10 235.00 222.80 224.40
AIAENG 1674.30 1698.45 1588.00 1602.50
REDINGTON 88.20 93.10 87.40 92.15
HATHWAY 35.85 39.55 35.85 39.55
AKZOINDIA 1835.00 2010.00 1835.00 1995.70
TRENT 580.00 583.45 553.60 555.90
BASF 1295.00 1317.55 1275.00 1279.90
CUMMINSIND 422.55 427.90 420.75 422.10
HINDCOPPER 37.30 39.85 37.30 38.25
EIDPARRY 305.25 307.00 289.20 290.85
WABAG 146.10 147.20 137.60 140.70
ADVENZYMES 213.50 218.35 208.45 209.75
IDBI 40.15 40.70 39.55 39.80

PRESTIGE 244.45 244.45 234.20 238.45
DELTACORP* 111.00 111.80 106.00 107.70
UNIONBANK 29.95 30.80 29.25 30.70
CARERATING 441.00 441.00 406.05 410.75
ERIS 549.90 554.90 540.00 544.10
SHOPERSTOP 160.00 168.00 158.50 163.60
DBL 349.50 354.60 339.10 341.70
SANOFI 8524.95 8528.00 8425.85 8482.80
CUB 117.10 122.85 117.10 119.30
GODREJIND 390.00 392.75 381.40 383.55
HSCL 47.50 47.85 46.60 46.80
JINDALSAW 60.50 61.85 60.50 61.05
GODREJPROP 897.00 903.15 889.90 893.15
ATUL 5407.80 5441.95 5220.00 5264.50
SHK 79.35 80.65 77.00 77.80
MRPL 34.85 35.00 33.70 33.95
JSWENERGY 51.20 52.00 50.25 50.50
UBL 970.00 981.15 966.00 968.90
CROMPTON 262.00 268.95 260.30 261.30
BRIGADE 149.30 152.00 144.35 145.90
AVANTI 482.20 486.00 471.35 472.25
VGUARD 163.00 166.55 161.60 162.30
LTTS 1648.10 1652.50 1583.95 1592.90
GMRINFRA 21.50 21.90 21.10 21.20
TRIDENT 6.89 6.89 6.74 6.78
RVNL 19.10 19.65 19.05 19.35
THYROCARE 715.30 717.60 700.50 703.10
TATAMETALI 504.90 522.00 488.00 509.90
CENTRALBK 18.20 19.00 17.85 18.15
INDIAMART 3065.00 3099.00 2950.05 2961.05
RELAXO 642.00 644.95 625.00 631.80
SUNTECK 230.00 230.00 220.10 220.40
ABB 891.00 917.95 891.00 903.65
ABFRL 118.25 119.90 117.70 118.00
ZYDUSWELL 1669.00 1680.00 1605.85 1638.35
WHIRLPOOL 2093.70 2095.00 2050.50 2064.40
MINDACORP 74.00 76.05 72.75 73.55
RADICO 386.00 388.90 375.65 377.85
EIHOTEL 67.35 69.50 66.70 67.00
SYMPHONY 850.50 855.00 831.00 841.55
ESSELPRO 267.55 277.95 264.20 274.40
HEIDELBERG 184.00 184.00 180.50 181.60
JYOTHYLAB 141.95 142.25 139.00 139.40
SWSOLAR 257.20 263.95 249.20 253.90
KNRCON 208.30 215.80 207.55 212.00
QUESS 379.00 379.00 364.00 368.35
FINEORG 2315.00 2360.05 2278.65 2312.25
CASTROLIND 123.10 123.10 120.75 121.00
MAHABANK 11.90 12.00 11.85 11.93
GICRE 152.45 152.45 146.00 147.60
CHENNPETRO 83.10 85.30 82.50 82.65
FINCABLES 271.40 275.00 268.45 268.90
OFSS 2970.00 2988.70 2925.00 2963.55
HIMATSEIDE 85.40 86.00 81.00 81.35
AAVAS 1348.75 1480.70 1348.75 1393.80
PGHL 4525.00 4620.00 4494.05 4499.75
GHCL 145.30 150.00 145.15 149.05
NBCC 23.05 23.50 23.05 23.35
SKFINDIA 1480.00 1524.20 1472.90 1506.80
KTKBANK 43.25 43.25 42.10 42.30
CREDITACC 580.00 600.00 575.40 580.35
SHANKARA 360.00 376.60 360.00 367.00
LUXIND 1235.00 1269.90 1219.20 1265.15
REPCOHOME 140.00 140.55 133.00 136.10
GMDCLTD 42.05 42.90 41.70 41.95
DCMSHRIRAM 359.20 363.00 345.75 354.90
ORIENTELEC 175.20 177.45 173.30 175.90
SIS 374.00 387.35 374.00 380.60
LEMONTREE 24.70 26.70 24.70 26.70
ZENSARTECH 173.10 176.50 170.00 175.20
NIACL 118.60 118.90 116.40 116.65
JMFINANCIL 74.20 77.90 73.90 76.45
GRINDWELL 493.65 521.05 487.30 511.00
GREAVESCOT 88.00 88.65 86.45 86.90
UCOBANK 13.82 13.85 13.60 13.66
HUDCO 35.50 36.25 35.35 35.65
MINDAIND 283.00 287.20 280.45 280.65
J&KBANK 17.40 17.75 17.20 17.50
TIMKEN 1015.00 1035.00 984.05 994.25
GUJALKALI 348.00 348.00 335.00 336.60
ENDURANCE 979.90 993.40 965.70 980.35
VMART 1740.10 1800.00 1700.00 1792.35
UJJIVANSFB 35.45 35.45 34.50 35.00
GLAXO 1469.00 1491.75 1468.35 1474.40
JAMNAAUTO 32.60 33.70 32.60 33.45
JKLAKSHMI 283.10 288.45 282.50 283.45
DISHTV 7.92 8.20 7.85 7.87
CARBORUNIV 248.65 255.00 247.65 252.10
FINOLEXIND 455.05 458.95 451.50 452.90
VARROC 227.00 227.75 214.70 215.90
APLAPOLLO 2193.00 2193.00 2085.00 2104.65
ECLERX 495.00 520.00 495.00 512.45
MOTILALOFS* 670.40 675.55 663.00 664.25
AMBER 1750.00 1750.00 1701.00 1705.55
FLUOROCHEM 500.00 501.95 461.25 464.90
TVSSRICHAK 1676.95 1676.95 1537.60 1564.95
AEGISLOG 200.35 209.40 200.35 203.65
IFCI 6.50 6.60 6.44 6.57
BLUESTARCO 521.00 529.60 511.65 514.50
BLUEDART 1988.30 2030.00 1980.05 1987.40
NLCINDIA 50.50 50.60 49.75 49.95
KANSAINER 476.30 482.60 474.00 480.40
KEI 370.00 370.25 363.35 366.70
LALPATHLAB 1913.00 1913.00 1850.05 1862.40
RAJESHEXPO 467.00 467.45 461.55 462.70
JSL 43.70 44.70 42.50 44.00
PGHH 10287.05 10344.00 10123.20 10201.90
BALMLAWRIE 116.35 116.90 115.00 115.45
INFIBEAM 73.00 75.90 71.45 73.90

MAHSEAMLES 209.20 214.80 206.85 212.70
SUPRAJIT 170.90 175.00 165.50 171.90
POWERINDIA 935.75 958.80 918.20 948.50
VINATIORGA 963.10 985.00 963.10 973.05
RATNAMANI 1110.80 1138.75 1090.00 1124.00
VBL 750.00 757.20 738.80 742.90
OIL 96.45 96.45 95.15 95.60
GEPIL 495.00 510.10 485.10 495.45
SFL 1390.70 1414.00 1328.00 1352.40
ARVINDFASN 124.80 128.30 124.60 126.15
FORCEMOT 954.90 954.90 930.00 932.10
IIFL 70.95 70.95 68.50 68.70
TEAMLEASE 2094.45 2100.30 2051.60 2065.75
NHPC 20.50 20.55 20.25 20.35
SCHNEIDER 76.50 90.00 76.50 79.00
VSTIND 3467.75 3480.20 3415.30 3422.40
TATAINVEST 780.00 793.60 777.85 779.40
IOB 10.40 10.45 10.31 10.35
HERITGFOOD 317.90 322.05 310.00 319.60
EDELWEISS 79.75 80.60 78.25 78.55
DALBHARAT* 789.60 794.30 772.00 773.25
ORIENTCEM 71.25 71.25 69.15 69.80
MMTC 18.40 19.20 18.40 18.70
3MINDIA 22350.40 22350.40 21701.20 21762.00
CENTURYPLY 135.00 135.90 132.35 134.15
OBEROIRLTY 374.00 378.00 361.45 362.55
TTKPRESTIG 5320.05 5579.90 5304.90 5461.95
PRSMJOHNSN 46.45 49.55 46.45 48.35
FORTIS 138.80 139.60 136.10 136.45
STARCEMENT 90.00 93.10 90.00 90.45
WESTLIFE 364.00 365.55 352.00 352.95
TASTYBIT 12264.10 12505.00 12127.30 12184.95
JKCEMENT 1569.00 1571.45 1519.00 1525.35
MAHINDCIE 110.80 114.45 109.50 113.05
NBVENTURES 52.90 53.50 51.15 51.45
PNCINFRA 139.70 143.00 139.70 141.40
VRLLOG 150.90 152.50 149.50 150.10
SUPREMEIND 1266.85 1271.55 1244.10 1253.45
TIINDIA 540.00 541.35 528.25 532.05
JCHAC 2075.00 2081.00 2025.00 2039.50
MOIL 146.40 147.50 143.95 144.35
THERMAX 749.40 754.35 735.05 736.50
LAXMIMACH 3333.70 3337.90 3242.50 3251.85
GESHIP 274.70 274.70 262.00 262.90
SOLARINDS 1015.60 1030.00 1001.00 1009.40
IIFLWAM 1084.95 1122.85 1061.00 1083.20
ITDC 229.40 235.75 228.70 231.80
PHOENIXLTD 603.85 610.00 603.10 606.85
KSB 534.55 535.00 523.75 528.90
MAHSCOOTER 3118.35 3125.00 3021.00 3050.80

SUNDRMFAST 450.00 450.00 421.85 422.65
SCHAEFFLER 3609.90 3609.90 3535.00 3546.40
GULFOILLUB 648.00 648.00 621.00 627.85
SPANDANA 633.85 639.45 618.60 626.75
MAHLOG 299.10 300.00 290.00 293.30
CRISIL 1752.15 1755.00 1708.55 1730.65
OMAXE 69.00 73.70 69.00 72.35
GET&D 91.00 98.00 91.00 98.00
NILKAMAL 1340.00 1340.00 1225.90 1230.60
GPPL 80.50 80.65 79.60 79.85
MASFIN 655.50 659.95 647.55 650.35
JAGRAN 38.35 38.60 37.95 38.25
TIMETECHNO 40.30 40.55 39.25 39.70
SHRIRAMCIT 668.35 681.90 658.00 662.60
ALLCARGO 103.05 106.25 102.00 104.10
TCIEXP 720.00 734.55 712.50 721.05
SJVN 22.25 22.50 22.10 22.15
ORIENTREF 174.55 181.00 173.00 173.80
DBCORP 77.05 77.05 75.30 75.55
GDL 83.30 83.55 82.00 82.15
CSBBANK 198.00 199.70 192.00 192.55
CHOLAHLDNG 351.70 356.00 336.55 337.60
CERA 2323.35 2383.00 2305.25 2355.20
NAVNETEDUL 76.10 77.75 76.00 76.65
ESABINDIA 1375.30 1383.60 1350.00 1354.70
VTL 697.45 706.20 695.90 701.20
JTEKTINDIA 67.00 67.00 65.50 65.65
SOMANYCERA 134.65 136.50 130.00 133.75
IFBIND 396.90 396.90 382.50 386.85
MHRIL 169.60 169.60 164.00 164.65
TCNSBRANDS 336.40 340.15 335.05 337.00
MAHLIFE 212.00 216.00 210.00 212.45
INDOSTAR 247.65 257.80 245.00 249.50
KPRMILL 451.75 452.70 445.40 449.20
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 11322.25 11373.60 11299.15 11322.50 52.35
ZEEL 152.70 160.95 152.55 159.00 7.80
JSWSTEEL 246.50 255.50 246.30 254.85 9.65
AXISBANK 435.30 449.90 435.30 448.00 16.90
BPCL 417.00 433.00 415.60 430.00 14.85
INDUSINDBK 511.00 524.90 509.35 522.10 12.75
ITC 200.00 207.70 200.00 203.40 4.55
HDFCBANK 1048.50 1071.00 1048.50 1070.95 20.30
TATASTEEL 413.10 427.60 412.50 417.50 7.30
HDFC 1813.00 1846.75 1810.50 1829.00 30.05
ADANIPORTS 333.50 336.75 330.70 334.95 3.65
WIPRO 279.00 284.65 278.30 279.95 2.55
SBIN 195.00 196.80 193.75 195.45 1.65
COALINDIA 130.15 131.00 129.70 130.35 1.10
ICICIBANK 370.00 374.30 364.05 366.45 2.90
HEROMOTOCO 2725.00 2775.00 2704.00 2719.95 17.80
EICHERMOT 21580.00 21670.00 21250.00 21488.25 135.15
RELIANCE 2134.80 2160.00 2100.35 2132.85 13.00
MARUTI 6665.00 6713.50 6611.00 6648.70 39.80
BAJAJFINSV 6450.00 6496.00 6391.00 6441.00 38.20
NTPC 89.00 89.60 87.80 88.60 0.40
GAIL 97.30 98.80 97.00 97.40 0.35
BAJFINANCE 3462.30 3494.55 3404.70 3453.95 11.00
BAJAJ-AUTO 3020.80 3060.00 2995.75 3003.00 9.20
HINDUNILVR 2209.05 2233.00 2206.00 2212.75 6.00
IOC 87.20 88.20 86.90 87.30 0.20
KOTAKBANK 1373.00 1385.00 1357.15 1363.10 2.90
M&M 630.00 640.60 622.40 630.20 1.30
HDFCLIFE 609.85 613.90 606.10 609.90 1.05
ASIANPAINT 1800.00 1837.80 1780.00 1785.30 2.95
LT 969.60 979.70 957.10 961.50 1.45
ULTRACEMCO 3994.00 4077.30 3961.00 3972.35 4.00
HINDALCO 180.00 186.60 178.00 178.70 0.10
NESTLEIND 16725.00 16785.65 16581.00 16667.90 2.15
TCS 2283.00 2312.00 2275.60 2282.50 -0.30
INFY 949.90 962.00 946.10 950.50 -0.85
POWERGRID 178.15 182.35 175.55 176.90 -0.35
SUNPHARMA 548.00 549.60 535.10 541.75 -2.10
TECHM 690.10 693.95 672.10 678.95 -2.90
ONGC 79.55 80.00 78.20 78.45 -0.60
TATAMOTORS 125.00 125.80 121.40 122.55 -1.30
HCLTECH 694.00 700.95 681.50 684.00 -8.05
INFRATEL 198.40 199.00 192.25 194.35 -2.65
BHARTIARTL 558.00 560.50 550.20 551.25 -7.60
BRITANNIA 3950.00 3970.00 3865.00 3883.00 -59.80
GRASIM 635.00 640.95 619.05 624.00 -10.05
DRREDDY 4715.05 4738.55 4565.00 4599.00 -91.90
CIPLA 801.10 801.85 768.75 779.00 -16.60
UPL 496.50 496.65 480.00 482.80 -11.50
TITAN 1074.00 1087.70 1048.60 1068.00 -39.55
SHREECEM 21920.00 21989.95 21322.00 21530.00 -866.40

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 27658.20 27692.25 27372.35 27392.05 -134.00
MOTHERSUMI 106.00 109.30 101.25 107.40 2.50
SIEMENS 1138.00 1173.00 1127.05 1158.60 26.30
SBICARD 765.75 790.90 761.00 778.00 16.40
NMDC 93.00 94.25 91.90 93.70 1.95
PAGEIND 18888.00 19016.95 18642.40 18975.00 215.80
BAJAJHLDNG 2718.00 2752.00 2714.85 2739.00 31.00
ACC 1411.40 1434.95 1400.10 1415.80 15.55
HINDZINC 246.00 258.95 243.30 245.75 2.60
DABUR 510.00 524.60 510.00 513.60 5.05
DMART 2120.00 2143.15 2110.35 2137.00 20.50
DIVISLAB 3139.95 3168.75 3087.00 3146.00 28.20
GODREJCP 683.90 695.95 680.85 687.00 5.00
PFC 89.60 91.35 88.95 90.05 0.55
AMBUJACEM 222.85 229.25 221.35 222.85 1.00
IGL 392.00 394.50 387.30 389.80 0.80
PNB 32.80 33.10 32.50 32.90 0.05
AUROPHARMA 960.00 964.65 932.10 950.00 1.15
LUPIN 964.70 969.55 945.00 958.85 0.90
UBL 970.00 981.00 965.25 969.00 0.75
HINDPETRO 216.00 219.30 213.50 215.40 0.15
MUTHOOTFIN 1183.95 1189.90 1162.20 1173.45 0.75
COLPAL 1455.00 1486.45 1440.75 1447.00 -0.85
BANDHANBNK 304.35 304.35 294.00 301.05 -0.35
PETRONET 248.00 257.90 245.70 246.90 -0.40
SRTRANSFIN 680.00 682.00 665.50 672.80 -1.55
PEL 1488.20 1505.00 1460.40 1470.00 -3.95
OFSS 2993.10 2993.10 2922.00 2967.05 -12.45
BERGEPAINT 552.00 560.50 545.40 549.00 -2.45
NHPC 20.50 20.55 20.25 20.30 -0.10
SBILIFE 868.00 878.00 857.50 860.60 -5.15
PGHH 10341.55 10341.60 10185.00 10199.00 -69.85
HDFCAMC 2361.30 2378.00 2337.00 2344.05 -19.85
MARICO 372.05 378.40 369.10 370.00 -3.30
ICICIPRULI 485.00 487.00 475.05 477.75 -4.50
HAVELLS 617.75 620.90 604.05 605.00 -6.80
DLF 149.00 150.40 145.80 146.90 -1.75
BIOCON 415.00 417.00 406.30 407.50 -4.95
PIDILITIND 1405.00 1410.00 1377.30 1382.00 -16.90
INDIGO 965.00 965.25 936.60 939.55 -13.65
MCDOWELL-N 597.70 598.00 581.50 584.00 -10.85
GICRE 151.40 151.60 144.85 146.75 -2.75
CONCOR 389.50 392.00 376.00 378.40 -8.00
ABBOTINDIA 17005.00 17200.00 16500.00 16610.00 -363.30
ADANITRANS 255.85 257.65 247.40 248.95 -5.80
ICICIGI 1390.00 1406.35 1335.00 1349.95 -32.60
CADILAHC 407.10 408.60 393.00 395.20 -9.95
BOSCHLTD 13719.50 13814.80 13112.00 13255.00 -337.00
BANKBARODA 47.00 48.40 46.70 47.20 -1.35
NAUKRI 3534.75 3535.25 3380.00 3395.00 -131.10
TORNTPHARM 3011.00 3031.20 2860.15 2872.50 -138.30
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Industrial production
declined by 16.6 per cent in

June, mainly due to lower out-
put of manufacturing, mining
and power generation, as per
the government data released
on Tuesday. According to the
Index of Industrial Production
(IIP) data, manufacturing sec-
tor production registered a
decline of 17.1 per cent, while
the output of mining and
power fell 19.8 per cent and 10
per cent, respectively.

In a press release, the
Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation
issued a disclaimer saying that
“it may not be appropriate to
compare the IIP in the post-

pandemic months with the IIP
for months preceding the
Covid-19 pandemic”.

However, on a monthly
basis, the Index of Industrial
Production has shown
improvement. The index,
which was 53.6 in April,
improved to 89.5 in May and
107.8 in June, the data revealed.

The IIP had expanded by
1.3 per cent year-on-year in
June 2019.

The data further revealed
that the contraction in the
consumer durables and capital
goods segment was 35.5 per
cent and 36.9 per cent, respec-
tively during June 2020.

However, consumer non-
durables segment posted a
growth of 14 per cent.The IIP

for April-June period has con-
tracted by 35.9 per cent,
according to the data. It had
registered a growth of 3 per
cent during the same period
last fiscal. In view of the pre-
ventive measures and
announcement of a nation-
wide lockdown by the govern-
ment to contain the spread of
Covid-19 pandemic, a large
number of industrial sector
establishments were not oper-
ating from March-end, 2020
onwards. This has had an
impact on the items being pro-
duced by the establishments
during the period of lock-
down. With the lifting of
restrictions in the subsequent
periods, industrial activity is
now resuming. 
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The rupee appreciated by 12
paise to close at 74.78

against the US dollar on
Tuesday tracking weakness in
the greenback and gains in the
domestic equity market.

Forex traders said gains
in the domestic currency were
supported by foreign fund
inflows into domestic equity
and debt markets.

Foreign institutional
investors were net buyers in the
capital market as they pur-
chased shares worth �302.88
crore on Monday, according to
provisional exchange data.

At the interbank forex
market, the local unit opened
at 74.83 against the US dollar
and gained further ground to
settle at 74.78, up 12 paise over
its previous close of 74.90.

Meanwhile, the dol-

lar index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength against a
basket of six currencies, was
trading 0.13 per cent lower at
93.46.

Market participants will
track Index of Industrial
Production (IIP) numbers
scheduled to be released later
in the day for further cues, they
said.After touching a high of
38,556.27, the 30-share BSE
Sensex pared some gains to end
224.93 points or 0.59 per cent
higher at 38,407.01. The NSE
Nifty jumped 52.35 points or
0.46 per cent to finish at
11,322.50.    Brent crude
futures, the global oil bench-
mark, rose 0.47 per cent to
USD 45.20 per barrel.   “Indian
rupee gained in line with other
Asian currencies amid weak-
ness in dollar,” HDFC
Securities Deputy Head Retail
Research, Devarsh Vakil said.

��!�� 2>2016

The BSE Sensex closed in the
green for the fourth straight

session on Tuesday, propelled
by index heavyweights HDFC
twins and Reliance, amid
robust gains in global equities. 

A strengthening rupee,
encouraging quarterly results
and persistent foreign fund
inflows further bolstered mar-
ket sentiment, traders said.
After touching a high of
38,556.27, the 30-share BSE
Sensex pared some gains to end
224.93 points or 0.59 per cent
higher at 38,407.01.

The NSE Nifty jumped
52.35 points or 0.46 per cent to
finish at 11,322.50. The Nifty
has extended its winning run to
six sessions.

Axis Bank was the top
gainer in the Sensex pack, ral-

lying 3.96 per cent, followed by
IndusInd Bank, ITC, HDFC
Bank, Tata Steel, HDFC, ICICI
Bank and Reliance Industries. 

HDFC twins and RIL
accounted for over half of the
Sensex’s gains.  On the other
hand, Titan, Bharti Airtel, HCL
Tech and ONGC were among
the laggards, dropping up to
3.73 per cent. 

Global markets surged to
over five-month highs as
investors looked forward to an
agreement on a US stimulus
package.  Market participants
also cautiously weighed the
news of Russia becoming the
first country to officially regis-
ter a coronavirus vaccine and
declare it ready for use, despite
international skepticism. 

The number of cases
around the world linked to
Covid-19 has crossed 2 crore,

while the infection count in
India has reached 22.68 lakh. 

“Indian markets continued
their positive run, in spite of
intraday volatility and unabat-
ed virus infections across the
country. It was in sync with
positive global cues, on the
back of expected stimulus mea-
sures from the US, improving
economic data points from
China and the first coron-
avirus vaccine getting regis-
tered in Russia.  

“Indian markets continued
their run on the basis of earn-
ings results and stock specific
news, amidst hopes of anoth-
er round of stimulus measures
by the government. This expec-
tation should ensure liquidity
in the markets in the near
term,” said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services. 
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The Rs 1- lakh crore
A g r i c u l t u r e

Infrastructure Fund launched
by the Government will be
crucial in enhancing contri-
bution of the agriculture sec-
tor to the country’s GDP,
especially at a time when it is

expected to add to econom-
ic stability amid the coron-
avirus-induced slowdown,
according to farmers’ body
FAIFA.

The Federation of All
India Farmer Associations
(FAIFA) said the fund will be
important for farmers, agri-
entrepreneurs, start-ups, agri-

tech players and farmer
groups looking to boost the
country’s agriculture infra-
structure.

The federation claims to
represent farmers and farm
workers of commercial crops
across Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana, Karnataka and
Gujarat. 
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Industry body CII on Tuesday
asked the Government to

come out with new foreign
trade policy at the earliest in
view of the Covid-19 outbreak
to increase India’s shares in the
global merechandise exports to
5 per cent by 2025.

The Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII) has also

outlined a 10-point agenda for
increasing India’s exports of
goods and services in line with
the prime minister’s vision of an
“Aatmanirbhar Bharat”.For
developing international com-
petitiveness, key suggestions by
CII include re-examining FTAs
and tariff structure with an
aggressive market-seeking
approach, and build India brand
and undertake market promo-

tion in key markets.
The CII report, titled ‘Re-

orienting India’s Export
Endeavour in the Covid-19
World’, states India must aim to
achieve 5 per cent share in
world merchandise exports and
7 per cent in services exports by
2025. India’s share in global
merchandise exports is 1.67 per
cent, with a low share in top
globally traded items. In ser-

vices, it enjoys 3.54 per cent
share. The onset of the COVID-
19 outbreak that led to a global
trade slowdown, affected Indian
exports substantially, and led to
a drop in Indian exports by 35
per cent in March, 60 per cent
in April, and 36.5 per cent in
May 2020.

Outlining 10 areas where
action is required to boost
exports, the chamber said an

open and facilitative import
environment is required to
attract global companies and
ensure competitive access to
intermediate goods. 

In general, higher duties on
finished goods and lower duties
on intermediates should be
applied.CII Director General
Chandrajit Banerjee said the
pandemic situation has impact-
ed world trade negatively.
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Islamabad: Ahead of an
upcoming release of Taliban
detainees held in Afghan pris-
ons, the insurgent group
warned the Government in
Kabul on Tuesday against any
attacks on those released, say-
ing such incidents would jeop-
ardise the peace talks.

A Taliban spokesman told
The Associated Press there
have been at least 11 such
attacks in the past several
months — instances when
freed Taliban figures were
killed, harassed and re-arrest-
ed by government forces.

Kabul officials denied
unwarranted attacks on freed
Taliban. The prisoner release is
part of a deal the insurgents
signed with the United States
earlier this year. A final 400
Taliban prisoners remain in
government prisons.

Over the weekend in
Kabul, an Afghan traditional
council, known as the Loya
Jirga, agreed to free the final
400 imprisoned Taliban, paving
the way for an early start to
negotiations between
Afghanistan’s warring sides.

The council agreed to an “
immediate”  release of Taliban
prisoners but by Tuesday, they
had not been freed.
Negotiations between Kabul’s
political leadership and the
Taliban are expected to begin
within weeks — and will be
held in the Mideast state of
Qatar, where the Taliban main-
tain a political office. The
Taliban said the talks could
begin within a week of the final
prisoner releases.

Taliban political
spokesman Suhail Shaheen
warned that attacks on newly
freed prisoners will drive them
back to the battlefield despite
orders from their leaders “ to

stay at home, with their fami-
lies.”  Attacks on their homes
will “ make it impossible for
them to stay in their homes,”
Shaheen said. “ Such incidents
have happened that they have
been re-arrested and also
killed.”  

In recent months, both
sides have freed prisoners in line
with the deal the Taliban signed
with Washington on February
29 to bring an end to decades of
war. The government was to free
5,000 — and has already
released all but the last 400. The
Taliban freed the 1,000 mem-
bers of the government forces
and Afghan officials they had
held captive. AP

Prague: US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo is in the Czech
Republic at the start of a four-
nation tour of central and east-
ern Europe expected to focus
on threats to the region posed
by Russia and China.

Amid post-election vio-
lence and concerns about sig-
nificant democratic backsliding
in nearby Belarus, Pompeo
plans to use his visit to push his
hosts to counter Russian and
Chinese influence. 

Russia and China are active
and seeking greater roles

throughout the continent in the
energy, infrastructure and
telecommunications sectors, a
trend the United States is keen
to reverse. Pompeo on Tuesday
was opening his visit in the
Czech city of Pilsen, where he
was to visit the Patton Museum
and memorial to the World
War II liberation of western
Czechoslovakia by U.S. Troops.

In his talks, Pompeo will
likely face questions about the
Trump administration’s deci-
sion to reduce the U.S. Military
presence in Germany.  AP

Rome: The number of confirmed coronavirus cases
worldwide topped 20 million, more than half of
them from the United States, India and Brazil.

Russia has reported more than 890,000 cases,
the fourth-most in the world, according to a Johns
Hopkins University tally that also showed total con-
firmed cases globally surpassing 20 million.

It took six months or so to get to 10 million
cases after the virus first appeared in central China
late last year. It took just over six weeks for that
number to double.

An AP analysis of data through August 9
showed the US, India and Brazil together account-
ed for nearly two-thirds of all reported infections
since the world hit 15 million coronavirus cases on
July 22.

Health officials believe the actual number of peo-
ple infected with the virus is much higher than that
tally kept by Johns Hopkins University, given test-
ing limitations and that as many as 40 per cent of
those with the virus show no symptoms. In Europe,
countries that appeared to have gotten their out-
breaks under control during nationwide lockdowns
and lifted many public restrictions worked to pre-
vent a resurgence of the virus. Finland joined France
and Germany in announcing it would test travel-
ers from at-risk countries upon arrival. AP

Wellington: New Zealand
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern
on Tuesday said authorities
have found four cases of the
coronavirus in one Auckland
household from an unknown
source, the first reported cases
of local transmission in the
country in 102 days.

Ardern said Auckland, the
nation’s largest city, will be
moved to Alert Level 3 from
midday Wednesday through
midnight Friday, meaning that
people will be asked to stay at
home, while bars and many
other businesses will be closed.

“ These three days will give
us time to assess the situation,
gather information, make sure
we have widespread contact
tracing so we can find out more
about how this case arose and
make decisions about how to
respond to it once we have fur-
ther information,”  Ardern said
at a hastily called news confer-
ence late Tuesday.

“I know that this informa-
tion will be very difficult to
receive,”  Ardern said. “ We had
all hoped not to find ourselves
in this position again. But we
had also prepared for it. And as
a team, we have also been here
before.”  

She said that traveling into

Auckland will be banned unless
people live there and are trav-
eling home.

She said the rest of the
country will be raised to Level
2 through Friday, meaning that
mass gatherings will be limited
to 100 attendees and people
would need to socially distance
themselves from each other.

Director-General of Health
Ashley Bloomfield said the
infections were confirmed after
a person in their 50s went to
their doctor on Monday with
symptoms and was swabbed
twice, testing positive both
times. Six other people in the
person’s household were then
tested, with three more positive

results. “ Importantly, the per-
son has no history of overseas
travel,”  Bloomfield said, adding
that the source of the infections
remains unknown.

Until Tuesday, the only
known cases of the virus in New
Zealand were 22 travelers who
had recently returned from
abroad and were being held in
quarantine at the border.

The country has been
praised globally for its virus
response.

New Zealand initially got
rid of the virus by imposing a
strict lockdown in late March
when only about 100 people had
tested positive for the disease.
That stopped its spread. AP

Belgrade: Serbia is considering buying a mod-
ern Chinese air defense missile system, the
Serbian president said Tuesday, as the United
States warned that such deals with Beijing
could jeopardize the Balkan country’s pro-
claimed European Union membership goals.

Aleksandar Vucic said that “ we were
thinking, but we have not yet purchased”  the
FK-3 system — the export version of the
Chinese last-generation, medium range HQ-
22 anti-aircraft system.

Serbia, which has been beefing up its mil-
itary mainly with Russian aircraft and armored
vehicles, last month received six Chinese CH-
92A attack and reconnaissance drones. That
made Serbia the first European country to
deploy the Chinese unmanned aerial vehicles.

The U.S. Embassy in Belgrade said that “
procuring military and defense equipment is
a sovereign decision. However, governments
should understand the short- and long-term
risks and costs involved in doing business with
Chinese companies.” 

“ Procurement choices should reflect
Serbia’s stated policy goal of greater European
integration,”  an embassy statement said. AP

Minsk: The top opposition
candidate in Belarus’ presi-
dential vote, who initially
refused to concede her defeat
amid a massive police crack-
down on anti-government
protesters, said on Tuesday
she has left for Lithuania and
called on her supporters to
end demonstrations.

Looking haggard and dis-
tressed,  Sviat lana
Tsikhanouskaya, a former
teacher and political novice,
apologized to her supporters
in a video statement and said
it was her own choice to
leave the country.

“ It was a very hard deci-
sion to make,”  she said. “ I
know that many of you will
understand me, many others
will condemn me and some
will even hate me. But God
forbid you ever face the
choice that I faced.” 

In another video state-
ment released later  on
Tuesday, she urged her sup-

porters to respect the law and
avoid clashes with police.

Her campaign aides said
she made the unexpected
move under duress .
Tsikhanouskaya’s husband
has been at a Belarusian jail
since his arrest in May.

“ It’s very difficult to
resist pressure when your
family and all your inner cir-
cle have been taken hostages,”
said Maria Kolesnikova, a
top figure in Tsikhanouskaya’s
campaign.

Tsikhanouskaya previ-
ously dismissed the official
results of Sunday’s election
showing authoritar ian
President  Alexander
Lukashenko winning a sixth
term by a landslide.

Thousands of opposition
supporters who also protest-
ed the results met with a
tough police crackdown in
Minsk and several other
Belarusian cities for two
straight nights. AP

Taipei: Taiwan sent COVID-19
assistance to foreign countries
surreptitiously to avoid protests
from China, its foreign minis-
ter said on Tuesday during a
meeting with the highest-level
American official to visit the
island in four decades.

China claims Taiwan as its
own territory and has sought to
isolate it diplomatically, includ-
ing barring its participation in
forums such as the World

Health Assembly.
The trip by US Health and

Human Services Secretary Alex
Azar comes against the back-
drop of a sharp downturn in
relations between China and
the US and Azar said in his
remarks that the US support-
ed Taiwan’s participation in
international health forums.

China’s attempts to isolat-
ed Taiwan has compelled the
island at times to keep its

donations of masks and per-
sonal protective equipment
under the radar, Foreign
Minister Joseph Wu said.

“ Truth is, we even had 
to deliver these supplies 
quietly in some occasions to
keep the recipients free from
trouble, trouble from Beijing,”
Wu said.

Taiwan has brought its
virus outbreak under control,
and Wu said the island has

donated 51 million masks over-
seas, including 10 million to the
US, along with other items of
personal protective equipment.
He did not name the other
countries to which Taiwan has
made quiet donations or give
other details.

Just 15 countries maintain
formal diplomatic ties with
Taiwan, and China has sought
to peel away its remaining
allies. Wu said Chinese pressure

to accept political conditions
for bringing Taiwan under
Beijing’s control has made life
“ increasingly difficult.”  

However, acquiescence
would merely turn Taiwan into
another Hong Kong, Wu said,
referring to recent arrests of
media figures and pro-democ-
racy activists under a new
security law being enforced in
the semi-autonomous Chinese
territory.  AP

Penang (Malaysia): Malaysia’s
former finance minister accused
the government of taking polit-
ical vengeance on Tuesday after
a third graft charge was filed
against him and his wife was
charged with money laundering.

Lim Guan Eng was part of
a reformist Government oust-
ed in March and the new
Government under Prime
Minister Muhyiddin Yassin is
supported by graft-tainted par-
ties defeated in the 2018 gen-
eral election.

At a news conference after
his court hearing, Lim was vis-
ibly upset as he told reporters
that Muhyiddin’s government
had targeted his family to break
his spirit.

“ They are caught in the
crossfire. This is completely
excessive, just too much. Go for
me but leave my family alone,”
Lim said. 

His wife, Betty Chew, was
more emotional as she slammed
as frivolous and baseless the
charges against them, calling it
“ cruel and terrible” .

Lim, 59, pleaded not guilty
to abusing his position as chief
minister of Penang state to

obtain gratification for his wife
related to a workers’ dormitory
project.

Chew pleaded not guilty to
three charges of receiving
372,009 ringgit ($88,584) in
unlawful proceeds linked to the
same project. A business
acquaintance of Chew was also
charged with abetting Lim.

Chew is a lawyer, and Lim
said the money was her legal
fees. He was earlier charged with
soliciting bribe and abusing his
power related to a $1.5 billion
undersea tunnel project.

Both projects were approved
during Lim’s tenure as Penang
chief minister from 2008-2018,
before he became Malaysia’s
finance minister.

Muhyiddin’s Malay-centric
government has only a thin
two-seat majority in Parliament.
Some political observers said
Lim’s prosecution could indicate
a possibility of early elections,
which are not due until 2023.

Rights groups have voiced
concerns over his government’s
clampdown on dissent and
media independence, with jour-
nalists and media groups being
investigated. AP
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Thimphu: Bhutan ordered its
first nationwide lockdown on
Tuesday after a returning res-
ident tested positive for coro-
navirus after being discharged
from quarantine and coming
into close contact with people
in the capital Thimphu.

The case took the total in
the tiny Himalayan kingdom to
113, still the lowest in South
Asia, and it has yet to record a
fatality.

Bhutan, which is heavily
reliant on high-end tourists,
banned tourism in March after
an American visitor tested pos-
itive, and ordered a three week
mandatory quarantine for every-
one returning from abroad. 

The lockdown was ordered
after a 27-year-old Bhutanese
woman, who returned from
Kuwait and was discharged
from quarantine after testing
negative, tested positive at a
clinic on Monday. Agency
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Washington: Goods made in
Hong Kong for export to the
United States will need to be
labelled as made in China after
September 25, according to a US
Government notice posted on
Tuesday.

The move follows China’s
imposition of a national securi-
ty law on Hong Kong and a U.S.
decision to end the former
British colony’s special status
under U.S. law, escalating bilat-
eral tensions that were already
rising over trade war tariffs and

the handling of the coronavirus
outbreak. The latest step will see
Hong Kong companies subject
to the same trade war tariffs
levied on mainland Chinese
exporters, should they make
products subject to these duties,
said the U.S. Customs and
Border Protection notice.

It said that 45 days after its
publication, goods “  must be
marked to indicate that their ori-
gin is ‘China’” .

The step was taken after the
United States determined that

Hong Kong is “ no longer suffi-
ciently autonomous to justify
differential treatment in relation
to China” .

Trump has made tough talk
against China a feature of his
campaign for re-election in
November.

The United States on Friday
imposed sanctions on Hong
Kong Chief Executive Carrie
Lam and the city’s current and
former police chiefs accused of
curtailing political freedoms in
the former British colony.  AFP
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New York: The diplomatic
strength at the Permanent
Mission of India to the United
Nations (PMI) is being
enhanced as India readies to sit
in the UN Security Council as
a non-permanent member
beginning January 1, 2021.

Sources said four diplomats
will join India’s Permanent
Mission over the course of the
next 2-3 months, in time as
India begins its two year-term
at the Council from January 1,
2021. The diplomats who will
join the PMI team, under the
leadership of India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN

Ambassador T S Tirumurti, are
R Ravindra (IFS: 1999), who is
currently Joint Secretary
(Central and West Africa
Division), Pratik Mathur (IFS
2007), currently posted as
Deputy Secretary, Prime
Minister’s Office, Ashish
Sharma (IFS 2009) and Rajesh
Parihar (IFS 2009), who is
First Secretary (Economic &
Commerce) at the Indian
Embassy in Beijing. 

India’s Permanent Mission
to the UN currently has 14
diplomats. Ambassador K
Nagaraj Naidu is the Deputy
Permanent Representative. 

The endorsed candidate
from the Asia-Pacific States,
India won 184 votes out of the
192 ballots cast in the elections
in June for five non-permanent
seats of the Security Council,
the world organization’s most
powerful organ. 

In 2021, India, Norway,
Ireland, Kenya and Mexico
will sit in the Security Council
along with five permanent
members China, France,
Russia, UK and the US as well
as non-permanent members
Estonia, Niger, Saint Vincent
and the Grenadines, Tunisia
and Vietnam. 
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Kathmandu (PTI): Nepal has
decided to halve the number of
designated entry points for
Indian nationals to 10 from the
existing 20 and extended the
suspension of domestic and
international flights until
August 31 due to the spike in
coronavirus cases in the coun-
try.

A Cabinet meeting held at
the Prime Minister’s Official
Residence in Baluwatar on
Monday evening made the
decisions on the recommen-
dations made by the COVID-
19 Crisis Management Centre
(CCMC).

The government had par-
tially lifted the lockdown 120
days after it was first enforced
on March 24 to contain the
spread of COVID-19.

The government had then
announced its plans to resume

long-distance public trans-
portation services, domestic
and international flights from
August 17.

The Cabinet meeting also
decided to reduce the desig-
nated entry points for people
entering Nepal from India to 10
from existing 20 in view of the
spread of COVID-19 due to
unchecked cross-border move-
ment.

Security has been stepped
up in the border area to check
unauthorised movement of
people, officials said.

Nepal onTuesday recorded
638 new coronavirus cases,
taking the national tally to
23,948.

The Kathmandu Valley
witnessed the highest single-
day spike of 134 new cases of
coronavirus on Tuesday, the
Health Ministry said.

Four more COVID-19
related deaths were recorded in
the past 24 hours, taking the
country’s coronavirus death
toll to 83.

According to the Health
Ministry, there are currently
7,201 active cases of coron-
avirus in the country.

At a media briefing,
Jageshwar Gautam, spokesper-
son for the Ministry of Health
and Population said that 10,562
polymerase chain reaction
(PCR) tests were conducted at
various laboratories across the
country in the past 24 hours.

The total number of PCR
tests conducted in the country
so far is 462,698.

He informed that 171 per-
sons who earlier tested positive
for COVID-19 were discharged
after recovery in the past 24
hours.
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Colombo (PTI): Sri Lanka’s
former prime minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe, who suffered
a crushing defeat in the par-
liamentary polls, has been sum-
moned by a presidential probe
panel on August 18 to record
his statement on the deadly
Easter Sunday attacks, offi-
cials said on Tuesday.

Nine suicide bombers
belonging to local Islamist
extremist group National
Thawheed Jamaat (NTJ)
linked to ISIS carried out a
series of devastating blasts
that tore through three
churches and as many luxury
hotels on the Easter Sunday
last year, killing 258 people,
including 11 Indians. The
previous government headed
by President Maithripala
Sirisena and Prime Minister
Wickremesinghe was blamed

for its inability to prevent the
attacks despite the prior intel-
ligence made available on the
impending attack.

President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, who pledged an
independent probe in the inci-
dent during his election cam-
paign in November last year,
continued with the same panel
appointed by Sirisena after
assuming office.

The police unit of the panel
appointed by then president
Sirisena has asked
Wickremesinghe to appear
before them on August 18,
officials said.

The development comes
days after Wickremesinghe suf-
fered a crushing defeat in the
August 5 parliamentary elec-
tion where he failed to enter
parliament for the first time
since 1977.
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United Nations: India is send-
ing more relief and humani-
tarian materials, including
medicines and foodstuff, to
Lebanon after a massive explo-
sion last week devastated parts
of Beirut, killing more than 160
people and injuring 6,000 oth-
ers.

India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN
Ambassador TS Tirumurti
offered deep condolences on
behalf of the Government and
people of India to Lebanon on
“this terrible human tragedy”.

“We are shocked by the loss
of human lives and the wide-
spread destruction this has
caused in Beirut. We pray for
strength to families to over-
come their great loss,”

Tirumurti said on Monday at
a briefing on the humanitari-
an situation in Lebanon.

Tirumurti said India just
recently sent Lebanon essential
medical items to combat
COVID-19.

“We are immediately send-
ing more relief and humani-
tarian material of medicines,
foodstuff and other essential
items to do whatever we can to
alleviate the difficulties on the
ground. We are discussing with
the Government of Lebanon on
how we can contribute further,”
he said.

UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres also paid
condolences to the families
and loved ones of at least 160
people who were killed, and

wished a full recovery to about
6,000 others injured in the
explosion on August 4, which
sent shockwaves across the
bustling city of Beirut, burst-
ing? out windows and shaking
buildings. Tirumurti recalled
that he had paid an official visit
to the “beautiful city of Beirut”
last year, and said it is difficult
for him to imagine that this
vibrant and bustling city has
been affected by the blast. “I
admire the resilience of the
people and the dedication of
the rescue workers to cope with
this tragedy,” he said.

India has had traditional-
ly close and historical relations
with Lebanon, including
through Indian peacekeepers in
the UN Interim Force in

Lebanon (UNIFIL), Tirumurti
said, adding that “I would like
to express our solidarity with
Lebanon at this juncture.”

Guterres said almost a
week after the blast, many peo-
ple remain missing. Buildings
were damaged for miles around
the city of Beirut after 2,750
tonnes of ammonium nitrate,
a highly explosive chemical
used in fertilisers, stored at the
port for six years, reportedly
caused the explosion.

A plane carrying 20 tonnes
of World Health Organisation
health supplies landed in Beirut
on Wednesday to cover 1,000
trauma interventions and 1,000
surgical interventions for peo-
ple suffering from injuries and
burns as a result of the blast.  

Further, within hours of
the blast, the Resident
Coordinator and Humanitarian
Coordinator for Lebanon
released USD 9 million from
the Lebanon Humanitarian
Fund to address immediate
needs. Last Friday, the
Emergency Relief Coordinator
released a further USD 6 mil-
lion from the Central
Emergency Response Fund.

UN General Assembly
President Tijjani Muhammad-
Bande said the devastating
impact of last week’s tragedy
makes it imperative for the
international community to
stand beside the people of
Lebanon who have generously
hosted thousands of refugees
for years.
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The All India Technical and
Management Council (AITMC)

has organised a webinar on the New
Education Policy (NEP) which has
recently been released by the
Government. The impact of the
New Education Policy on higher
education and the possibilities of skill
development were discussed in the
webinar. 

Aman Mittal (Additional
Director, Lovely Professional
University), Dr Pramod Pampatwar
(Founder Director, VNIT Alumni
Association), Preet Sindhu Sihag
(CEO, AITMC) and Smt.
RajniJhulka (Advisor & Strategist,

STEAM) were present as the key
speakers. Brijesh Srivastav, produc-
er of the programme Aap Ki Baat
welcomed all the speakers as the
moderator of the webinar. This edu-
cation policy has been appreciated by
all the speakers in the webinar.

Preet Sindhu Sihag (CEO,
AITMC) said that this education pol-
icy will promote life-long learning.
When a person becomes a life-long
learner, then he is ready to deal with
all the challenges coming in his/her
life. This policy will not only help
build educated youth but will also
create empowered youth. sI am very
much confident about the future of
our students with the introduction
of this policy.

��	�� ';.
/;-<6

In the times of
COVID-19 pan-

demic when the edu-
cation has become
online and the future
of education com-
pletely depends upon
experiential learning,
JK Lakshmipat
University, in collab-
oration with All India
M a n a g e m e n t
Association (AIMA),
on July 30, 2020
unveiled the first-ever
virtual lab for man-
agement students for

business stimulation
exercises in Jaipur.

Dr RL Raina,
VC, JKLU, men-
tioned that the
BizLab will expose
students to real eco-
nomic, environmen-
tal and business
issues related to
finance, operations,
marketing and other
business functions
and that with the
support of AIMA, it
can develop and
evolve as the most
effective learning tool
for management.

Engineering education in India
has been at the forefront to cre-

ate engineering leaders in multi-
disciplinary fields like chemical
engineering, mechanical engineer-
ing etc. With time the teaching ped-
agogy at engineering institutes
along with curriculum have evolved
dynamically. Earlier the focus was
much more on theoretical learning.
Now, an integrated approach
towards following work-based
learning, multidisciplinary pro-
grams in emerging courses and a
shift towards outward facing engi-
neering courses is being followed.

The pandemic situation in the
country has shown that technolo-
gy has been a huge enabler in times
of crises. With the COVID-19
pandemic clouding the world, work
and workplaces are also undergo-
ing a tectonic change. The post
COVID world will be in need of
skilled engineers who are equipped
with the knowledge of emerging
technologies like Artificial
Intelligence, Machine Learning
and Robotic Process Automation.

In general, experts believe that
industrial automation, manufac-
turing industries will see a sharp
rise with the unlocking procedure
in the country. MSME and young
startups are also expected to pick
up. We as consumers are already
shifting to e-commerce platforms
and are becoming dependent on it.
This means, such players will need
professionals to handle humongous

data to understand consumer
behaviour patterns, buying behav-
iour etc. Here arises the need of data
science and data analytics, because
when such data is on the web, the
need for various forecast and pre-
dictions also emerge.

Following are some of the
ways in which AI will revolu-
tionise the career journey for engi-
neers in the post COVID world:

Healthcare and AI: As health-
care professionals are working day
in and day out to come up with a
vaccine that can help the world get
back on its feet, AI is a key enabler
in this sector. As costs continue to
swell in the healthcare industry, cost
savings are also crucial. AI plays an
important role in medical research.
As the government is keen on med-
ical research and the environment
is conducive, hospital research,

robotic surgeries are some domains
where AI can be used.

AI in retail and supply chain:
With the unlocking procedure in
the country, factories are now
under the mounting pressure of
cutting costs and increased effi-
ciency in production. The sudden
lockdown has also compelled the
retail industry to strengthen their
supply chain and logistics.Starting
from integrating their CRM tool
with AI to post sale customer ser-
vice, everything can be driven
through AI.

AI in Industrial Automation:
The evolution of new computing
technologies and artificial intelli-
gence, industrial automation has
become more than just a buzzword.
For manufacturing companies, it is
essential to come out of their tra-
ditional technologies and make

changes in their manufacturing
processes for eg: re-programming
or re-tooling the application. Such
industries can  optimize scheduling,
operator productivity and help in
gaining production visibility.

AI in Agriculture: Companies
are developing autonomous robots
for essential tasks like harvesting.
Predictive analytics is being used to
develop and track different envi-
ronmental conditions suitable for
crops, service of agricultural
machinery, crop yield and weath-
er conditions.

AI in Construction and Real
Estate:  AI is used in real estate pro-
jects to predict cost
overruns.Machine learning and AI
are used to scrutinise the data and
forecast cost based on size of the
project, types of contractors, skills
and competence level of workforce.
It also helps to envision the start and
end date of the project.

We can foresee a world post
Covid with tremendous changes
and opportunities as well.
Organisations are already adapting
to the new normal and transform-
ing digitally. The engineering tal-
ent with skills and different com-
petencies in such emerging tech-
nology will help organisations drive
through the new normal. A broad
understanding of emerging tech-
nologies like AI will enable them to
create, innovate and collaborate.
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We are witnessing unprece-
dented times in our lives.
The COVID-19 outbreak

has completely changed the world as
we know it. The people have been
forced to remain locked in their
homes for months, and it has affect-
ed their physical and mental health.
Millions have lost their jobs and the
unemployment rate is at an all-time
high in countries from India to the
USA. Historic events such as the
COVID-19 outbreak, will have a last-
ing effect on humanity, and this
unique time of pandemic will leave us
with many lessons to learn in life and
management of businesses. The seven
management skills that must be taught
in B-Schools to make budding man-
agers better equipped to face chal-
lenges affecting businesses, during a
pandemic.

The first skill they should learn is
to prioritise the tasks. Smaller short-
term benefit providing tasks need to
be jettisoned paving the way for larg-
er projects and long-term objectives.
They should be taught that, if things
are not going their way not to lose
heart and trying while keeping eye on
the larger goals.way not to lose heart
and trying while keeping eye on the
larger goals.

Heraclitus, the Greek philosopher
maintained that change is the only
constant in nature. The biggest lesson
COVID-19 has taught is that life is full
of uncertainties and one needs to be
prepared to deal with them. We need
to fortify ourselves with new tech-
nologies, keep ourselves updated,
and identify different goals. Thus the
second must have skill a management
graduate should acquire is change
management.

Suddenly, we have started hearing
about the Spanish Flu and how it
affected mankind. We are also wit-
nessing how the experience from the
past of managing a different strain of
coronavirus made South Korea better
armed to tackle the COVID-19. This
pandemic will provide us with many
exemplary case studies on how busi-
nesses failed or succeeded in this pan-
demic. The management students
should develop a keen eye and learn
a lesson or two from such examples
which will give them a hint on what
the future holds for them.

To manage unforeseen situations
organisations, need to innovate fast.
As we have seen, the learning curve
for digital technologies has drastical-
ly reduced. The pandemic has
changed the way essential services like

healthcare and education are being
delivered. The present approach
adopted focusses on physical dis-
tancing and digital proximity (PDDP)
as a result, online shopping of the
essential supplies is at an all-time high.
Now businesses should innovate to
pave the way for service delivery sim-
ilar or better than traditional service
delivery. The ability to innovate and
provide effective solutions for unan-
ticipated problems should be the
fourth skill a management graduate
should learn.

The prevailing tension between
India and China has resulted in esca-
lated anger in India. The people are
calling for boycotting Chinese prod-
ucts. The Government has banned 59
mobile apps citing security concerns
as a reason behind the move. If your
business is dependent on the raw
materials from China, your supply
chain is at risk. Hence, maintaining the
balance between global and local
should be the fifth skill a B-School
graduate should acquire.

Leadership matters, and a man-
ager should demonstrate these skills
during tough times. Gone are the days
of managers barking orders and
expecting employees to dutifully
abide. Accountability, responsibility,

and transparency are on the rise in the
business world. The manager is
required to be sensitive, compassion-
ate and demonstrate self-awareness.
Thus, Leadership is the sixth skill; I
would recommend a manager to
learn in a B-School, if at all it could
be taught. 

A manager should learn to per-
form a stress test of the organisation,
in expectation of a sudden outbreak
of calamities like COVID-19. The
manager should have the knowledge
and desired sensitivity to anticipate the
different risks an organisation could
face. 

They should also have the ability
to prepare the risk mitigation strate-
gy for these identified risks. Thus,
managing the risk is the seventh skill
a manager should acquire.

Finally, it is difficult to predict the
future with certainty, but we can
acquire the above mentioned skills to
be better prepared for the challenges.
The future doesn’t always unfold as
per our plan, thus, lamenting about
the past is futile. Henceforth, living in
the present, and preparing for the
future should be the new mantra of
the current times.
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After getting postponed many
times due to the on-going
pandemic IIM Rohtak con-

ducted its Integrated Program in
Management Aptitude Test (IPMAT)
on July 20, 2020 in a Google form
format for its five-year Integrated
Programme. Being conducted for the
second time this came as a surprise
as the exam was conducted through
Google form.

While the structure of the paper
was changed this year, various guide-
lines were also issued by the presti-
gious institute in different forms
including the exam to be conducted
as an open book exam through Google
sheets with weightage being given to
the past academics.

Being an MCQ based aptitude test,
the questions from last year’s pattern
were reduced to 60 to be solved with-
in 45 minutes, with 20 questions
each in Quantitative techniques,
Logical Reasoning and Verbal Ability
sections. The marking scheme was
that each correct answer will get you
4 marks and each incorrect attempt
would get you a penalty of 1 mark.

The difficulty level of the paper
was more or less on similar lines of
2019, but overall, it was easy. While
many students faced technical glitch-
es and complaints regarding submis-
sion of the paper, still the paper was
conducted smoothly with some minor
delay of 10 to 15 minutes.

The overall level of the exam was
easy and the cut-offs are anticipated
to be on the higher side. The detailed
analysis of each section shows that the
quantitative techniques’ section had

moderate level of difficulty while no
questions were asked from higher
maths. And a student could easily
attempt 13 to 14 questions. While the
Logical reasoning section was easy,
with only a set of two question being
little confusing and 16-17 questions
can be considered as a good attempt
in this section. One question from the
topic ‘Dice’ was incomplete as the fig-
ure required to solve the question was
missing.

The Verbal Ability section was
again very easy following the footsteps
of last year’s exam. The questions were
direct. There were few questions that
were ambiguous, but overall an
attempt of 15-16 questions was good.

Post the Aptitude test there was a
break of 15 minutes, and the students

were then required to write essays on
the topics provided as part of the
Written Ability Test (WAT). This too
was changed this year. The students
were given 30 minutes and they were
supposed to write on two topics,
namely ‘Post COVID World’ and
‘What does being successful mean to
you?’ Both the topics according to the
students were easy and they could
write their thoughts in the given
time.

Candidates will be shortlisted for
Personal Interview on the basis of their
performance in the exam which will
consist (Entrance Test, WAT, and
past academic record).
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In times like these, when kids
cannot step out of their

homes, it’s very difficult to keep
them engaged. Most of the par-
ents are concerned about the
increased screen time for their
children. But what if that screen
time can be made hands-on and
educational? Now with
PlayShifu’s Augmented Reality
based educational toys, chil-
dren can sharpen their skills,
learn, and play, all at the same
time!

Orboot Earth is a one-of-its-
kind Augmented Reality globe
that transforms your tablet or
smartphone into a magical gate-
way. Travel to any corner of the
world and explore thousands of
undiscovered trivia. Scan the

globe to catch world’s wonders
pop up in 3D, interact with
them, and hear their enchanti-
ng stories. Explore wildlife, land-
marks, cultures, cuisines, and
inventions of various countries.
The globe doesn’t have borders
or names but the Orboot Earth
app has detailed information
with maps.

It sensitises young minds to
cultures and people around the
world. Built for ever-curious
kids, it sparks their imagination.
It helps children with geography,
world knowledge, environmen-
tal science, social science that in
turn develop STEAM skills.
Encouraging hands-on play,
Orboot Earth’s world tour comes
with a travel kit — passport,
stamp, and lots of stickers for the
little globetrotter.
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The SRM Institute of Science
and Technology (SRMIST),

has announced the SRM BTech
Rank List for 2020 admissions.
In the light of the ongoing pan-
demic, the SRMJEEE which
determines entry into the much
sought after engineering degree
programmes, was cancelled
this year,  and replaced with
rankings based on  +2/pre-uni-
versity/equivalent marks in
PCM/PCB submitted by the
candidate. A total of 1.36 lakh
candidates from across India
and overseas had  applied for
admission to SRM BTech 2020.

The top 10 rankers repre-
sent the student diversity of
SRM, and come from diverse
backgrounds across India:
Ekkaluri Harshitha, Andhra
Pradesh; R Sanjay, Karnataka;
Abhinav Tripathi, Rajasthan;
Dharshin Balakrishnan, Tamil

Nadu; Shivam Kumar, Bihar;
Arun Martin, Kerala; Ajay
Parmar, Madhya Pradesh; Rudr
Kesar, Jammu and Kashmir;
Mayank Singh, Uttar Pradesh
and Hil Savani, Gujarat,
emerged as toppers in the all
India Top 10 Rank list.

On enrolment, top 100
rank holders will be awarded
Founder’s Scholarship with 100
per cent tuition and hostel fee
waiver. The top 101 to 500 rank
holders will be awarded SRM
Merit Scholarship with 100
per cent tuition fee waiver.
The university also offers an
incredible range of scholarship
to the tune of  �40 crores ben-
efiting 3200+ students every
year, making studying in the
university affordable to all. 

The next step in the admis-
sion process is the rankings
along with the allocated branch
will be sent to the candidates
registered email ID.
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In continuation of pertinent
educational reforms being made

of Ministry of Education, Shri
Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’,
Education Minister launched
online  the Minimum Standards
of Architectural Education
Regulations Act, 2020 in a simple
ceremony here on August 11,
2020.

Council of Architecture
(COA), in a first after educational
reforms, brought these reforms in
Architecture after 38 years in
India.

The occasion was graced by
Sanjay Dhotre, Minister of State
for Education, Amit Khare,
Secretary Education, senior offi-
cials of Ministry of Education, Ar
Habeeb Khan, President Council
of Architecture, Sapna, VP, COA,
RK Oberoi, Registerar, COA,
Heads of Architectural
Institutions,  Executive Members
of  COA and other officials &
membersof the Council.

Pokhriyal reminded  about
the unique historical and  archi-
tectural beauty of India. He
focused on the monuments and
temples that put India in leader-

ship position in the world and
further said that COA should take
inspiration from  the present
and past treasure of Architecture
and bring a paradigm shift in the
field of Architecture to make
India a leader again.

Sanjay Dhotare also empha-
sised on the role of architectural
and said that Architecture is in
built in the history and culture of
India  and he appreciated the ini-
tiative of COA to bring up these
reforms which the new genera-
tion of Architecture should take
as a challenge to turn around the
culture and heritage of India.

Khare, Secretary Education
appreciated the initiative of COA.
The role of Shri RK Oberoi,
Registrar , COA was highly appre-
ciated for being instrumental in
bringing these Regulations to
the light.

Earlier the Education
Minister Pokhriyal appreciated
the work of  Ar Habeeb Khan
President of the Council and
also asked the young architects to
take a leap in the field of
Architecture.

The programme concluded
with a vote of thanks by Sapna,
Vice President of the Council.
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Isn’t the concept of machine fly-
ing sound amazing? Constant
innovations in technology are

growing at a fast pace, playing a
great role in transforming our lives.
Yes, we are talking about eye in the
sky technology that has been
increasingly adopted for different
purposes across various industries.
Drones, also known as Unmanned
Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) are
equipped with state-of-the-art
remote control systems, GPS, HD
cameras, and autopilot functions.
Also referred to as a ground cock-
pit, drones are controlled by remote
ground control systems (GSC).

The technique has emerged as
a boon during the Corona pan-
demic. States like Gujarat,
Telangana, Maharashtra have used
the drone for different purposes
during Lockdown, whether for
monitoring an area, sanitising or
thermal scanning, it has proved to
be an excellent technique in all
places. In view of this, there is a
great possibility of increasing its util-
ity in future.

From real estate to construc-
tion, agriculture to logistics, and
wind energy to defense industries,
drones have entered many major
markets and are benefiting them to
a great extent. The telecom indus-
try is one of the recent industries
being revolutionised by UAVs.
Drones offer an ideal tower inspec-
tion solution to the telecom com-
panies through visual analysis and
aid in digitising assets for tower
companies.

���(
��	!B

The UAV market in the coun-

try has grown over a period of time.
According to the 6Wreserach con-
sulting firm, the drone market size
is estimated to grow at a CAGR of
18 per cent by 2023. Drones are at
the forefront of the new-age gen-
eration technological shift and so,
many big corporate companies are
investing heavily in the drone space.

The association for Unmanned
Vehicle Systems International pre-
dicts that there will be more than lac
new jobs in unmanned aircraft and
drone technology by 2025, and the
global market for commercial appli-
cations of drone technology is
expected to reach $127 billion by
2020. New drone jobs will be cre-
ated across a wide span of indus-
tries. In a recent report, FICCI and
EY projected that the value of the
Indian UAV industry and the mar-
ket would be around $885.7 million
by 2021. The widening possibilities
for which UAVs can be used thanks
to their flexible and rapidly evolv-
ing software and hardware, has led
to their employment in a variety of
fields.

�"����� �!��
Drone technology makes it

easier to capture visual information
and utilise data through enhanced
computer models. UAVs offer a
great market opportunity for equip-

ment manufacturers, investors, and
business service providers.

Employment opportunity area
would be passive infrastructure
(ground, training center), active
infrastructure (hardware and soft-
ware), drone services and mainte-
nance (customer support, call cen-
ters), data drone collection and pro-
cessing, pilot/operator, engineer,
link engineer, and some sectors
which are connected to the drone.
Things are getting automated which
is changing the existing job profiles
and leading to upskilling. Many of
the things which required human
intervention are now getting auto-
mated. At the same time, new
types of jobs are emerging.

	(!��	
In view of future employment

prospects and career opportunities,
Telecom Sector Skill Council
formed under the aegis of the
Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) is in
the process of designing a curricu-
lum related to drone technology.
Low-level to high-level skills will be
required in the field of UAV tech-
nology. However, skill gaps exist
among the workforce and there is
a need to fill that gap. Different
modules are being worked on by the
council to reduce the skill gap so

that youth can become skilled and
able to get employment in the
industry.

Recently, the Director-General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has
issued draft guidelines on UAS
through a circular titled
Requirements for Operation of Civil
Remotely Piloted Aircraft System
(RPAS). The UAV ecosystem with-
in India is currently host to only a
handful of companies that are man-
ufacturing and catering to the con-
sumers.

These companies are also con-
cerned about the ongoing discus-
sions on UAS regulations and the
fact that they may not be able to
meet the market demands.

In the next few years, the coun-
try will be the largest importer of
drones worldwide. It will also leave
many countries behind in terms of
usage. Drones have now started
being used in industries on large
scales. This aerial vehicle will
replace the need for manpower and
will create new opportunities. These
jobs will not only be in the form of
remote pilots, but there will also be
a dire need of skilled people on the
front like drone engineering, oper-
ations, monitoring, sales, and mar-
keting.
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Social commerce is not a new con-
cept in the country major chunk
of social commerce existed only in

the fashion, beauty, and retail indus-
tries. Today, social commerce is gain-
ing popularity for one of the funda-
mental aspects of life —fresh food. 

A $200 billion fresh produce cat-
egory is now witnessing major dis-
ruption through social commerce. It is
garnering the attention of consumer,
entrepreneurs, and investors . In fact,
consumers are increasingly preferring
their food sourced through social
commerce for various reasons such as
higher credibility, rational price and
most importantly, fresher produce
(delivered within a day). For women
looking to be a part of the business
environment without monetary invest-
ment, social commerce within the
food category is the ideal solution. Let
us take a look at how social commerce
is playing a key role in helping women
make it big in business.

Increasing Internet penetration
and social media usage have paved the
way for the rise of social commerce. A
majority of the population today uses
and is in fact hooked onto social media
and brands are leveraging this aspect.
With the rise in demand for fresh pro-
duce,women are joining hands with
brands to become resellers within
their community to make a mark for
themselves in their community by
leveraging social commerce. At present,
fresh produce is a supply-led model
and social commerce is flipping it to
demand-led model that further helps
in solving the problem of middlemen
and wastage. Apart from this, it helps
resellers connect with their customers-
base efficiently and offer real-time feed-
back to the farmers regarding the qual-
ity of the produce.

For the first time, women are tak-
ing the centrestage in spurring the
adoption of e-commerce and helping
the industry as well as themselves
progress. The advent of technology,
rapid digitisation of businesses, and
easy access have helped drive this
change. For women sellers, a slew of
features aided by cutting-edge tech-

nology such as voice chats/chatbots,
real-time updates and feedback to the
farmers, and most importantly,
WhatsApp-based marketing is coming
handy to open more doors to become
micro-entrepreneurs.

Women sellers also have a higher
average order value, better retention
and repeat orders, making them more
suitable. In fact, not just urban cities,
but women resellers hail from tier-II
and tier-III catchment areas are hop-
ping on the fresh produce social com-
merce bandwagon to fulfill their goals
and achieve financial independence
with almost no investment. A whop-
ping 68% of women in most platforms
sell from tier-II and tier-III cities.

They also help customers gain trust
for unbranded products since they usu-
ally tend to lean towards known/estab-
lished brands. In return, social com-
merce platforms offer easy access for
women to build an entrepreneurial
empire of their own through commu-
nity engagement without hindrances.

Social commerce is quickly becom-
ing a multi-million-dollar market in
India. With technological advance-
ments, greater digitisation and the
availability of regional languages pro-
viding easy access and seamless expe-
rience, the rise of women entrepreneurs
through social commerce is inevitable.
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The University of Illinois
invites  applications for
its Merit Award that will

minimise bright international
students’ financial strain. 

Benefits: The award of  the
grant is varied depending on the
GPA — ranging between $2,000
to $4,000

Eligibility: Entrants can be
citizens of any country.
Applicants must be wishing to
enrol in an undergraduate
course at the University of
Illinois Springfield.

As supporting documents,
candidates can provide the fol-
lowing: Pre-qualification degree,
copies of academic transcripts,
certificates of English language
proficiency, a statement, and a
copy of passport.

Admission requirements:
Applicants who possess a high
school diploma can take part in
an undergraduate degree course
at the University of Illinois
Springfield.

Language requirement:
Entrants whose native language
is not English will have to sub-
mit an official score report
from the TOEFL or IELTS.

How to apply: Applicants
will be eligible to apply for this
application programme if their
application for admission in an
undergraduate programme has
been accepted successfully.

Application deadline: The
last date to apply for the merit

wasrd is November 1, 2020.

The University of Calgary
invites applications for its
International Entrance
Scholarship. Students entering
the first year in any undergrad-
uate degree in the upcoming fall
term are invited to apply for the
scheme.

Award: $15,000
Nationality: Anyone can

apply
Eligibility: Must be an

international student entering
the first year in any undergrad-
uate degree in the upcoming fall
term. Must have satisfied the
university’s English Language
Proficiency requirement.
Renewable in the second, third,
and fourth year at the University
of Calgary, provided recipients
to achieve a GPA of 2.60 or
more over a minimum of 24.00
units in the previous fall and
winter terms. Pre-qualification
degree, copies of academic tran-
scripts, certificates of English
language proficiency, a state-
ment, and a copy of passport.

Language requirement: If
your first language is not
English, you will have to fulfil
the language proficiency
requirement in by presenting
one of the following:

How to apply: Students
who have received an offer to
study in an undergraduate
degree program from the uni-
versity will be eligible to apply
for this application .

Application deadline: The
last date to aply for this schol-
arship is December 1, 2020.
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The upcoming training camp
for India’s male hockey play-

ers in Bengaluru looks uncertain
after half a dozen of them test-
ed positive for Covid-19 but the
women can resume practice
after all of them tested negative
for the dreaded virus.

Six Indian men’s team play-
ers — skipper Manpreet Singh,
striker Mandeep Singh, defend-
ers Surender Kumar, Jaskaran
Singh, drag-flicker Varun
Kumar and goalkeeper Krishan
Bahadur Pathak — have tested
positive after reaching
Bengaluru for the national camp,
scheduled to start on August 20.

Of these, Mandeep has been
hospitalised after his blood oxy-

gen levels dropped on Monday.
“The men’s camp is in doubt

after six positive results, more
reports are still awaited from the
state Government,” a SAI source
said.

“But the women’s camp is
still on course after all the play-
ers tested negative. They are cur-
rently under 14-day quarantine
period and the light intensity
camp will begin once its over,”
the source added.

Currently, 33 male and 24
female players are in Bengaluru
for the camp.

The six Covid positive men
— mostly from Punjab — were
part of a 10-member group that
travelled together from New
Delhi.

According to sources close
to the developments, the num-
ber could rise as all the test
reports of the men’s team have
not yet to come.

The light intensity national
camp was supposed to start in

the last week of August after a
month-long break and was

expected to continue till
September 30.
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�(�� Japanese swimming star
Rikako Ikee has registered for a
competition in Tokyo this
month, her first since her shock
diagnosis with leukaemia last
year, local media reported on
Tuesday. 

The 20-year-old was a
strong favourite for 100-metre
butterfly Gold at her home
Olympic Games before reveal-

ing last year that she had been
diagnosed with leukaemia.

She was discharged from
hospital in December after being
hospitalised for about 10 months
and resumed training in March.

Public broadcaster NHK
and Kyodo News said on Tuesday
that Ikee has registered for a 50-
metre freestyle race organised by
the Tokyo Swimming
Association on August 29. 

Ikee was also considered a
contender for the Tokyo 2020
200m freestyle, but her diagno-
sis forced her to switch her
focus to competing in the 2024
Olympics. She has not said if
she plans to rethink and com-
pete in Tokyo next year, follow-
ing the postponement of the
Games. AFP
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Resumption is done and
expansion can now follow,

said Indian boxing’s High
Performance Director Santiago
Nieva, revealing that  addition
of seven more boxers has been
proposed at the ongoing nation-
al training camp for the
Olympic-bound in Patiala.

Nine male boxers and a few
of their women counterparts are
training at the National Institute
of Sports (NIS) in Patiala, tak-
ing the first step towards a
restart amid the Covid-19 pan-
demic. These include world
Silver-medallist and top
Olympic medal hope Amit
Panghal.

“We are looking to add
seven more boxers, two coach-
es and a support staff member
to this list in the next few
weeks. Approval has been
sought (from SAI). We are
assessing things one month at a
time,” Nieva said.

“The boxers who are here
are training under the strict
health safety protocol given to
us and things have been
smooth. I can’t give you names
but the ones we want included
next are second in rankings of
their respective categories,” he
said.

The camp started in the first
week of this month after boxers,
willing to take the trip to Patiala
were quarantined, tested and
then allowed to enter the NIS.

In between, a controversy
flared up when the Olympic-
bound duo of Vikas Krishan
and Satish Kumar “unknowing-
ly” broke the quarantine proto-
col.

The two have since made
Bengaluru’s Inspire Institute of
Sports (IIS) their training base
and won’t be coming back,
despite getting a SAI go ahead,
due to the travelling involved.

“We are currently able to do
70 per cent of the things that we
used to do,” Nieva said of the

training regimen in Patiala.
“As per the SOP (Standard

Operating Procedure), we can-
not enter the ring or do sparring
or pad work. But we can do run-
ning, strength training, and lot
of (punching) bags. That’s
enough for now,” he added.

A boxer not able to access
the ring, does it feel weird?

“Not as of now. May be
another three-four weeks and it
will begin to feel weird but what
to do. We have to be patient.
Like the rest of the world, we
have to adjust and adapt,” Nieva
said.

With all international com-
petition halted for the time
being and Olympics postponed
to next year, Nieva said the box-
ers can afford to take it a bit slow.

“We have enough time to
get back top form. It’s still one
year for the Olympics, I am fine
with the pace of training at this
point. But it remains an evolv-
ing situation and we are all
adjusting,” Nieva said.
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Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) has postponed the inau-
gural edition of the Lanka Premier League (LPL)

due to unavailability of top foreign players who
would have had to undergo 14-day compulsory
quarantine owing to rising cases of Covid-19 in the
island nation.

The T20 League was scheduled to start on
August 28, subject to approval from the
Government and Ministry of health but the 14-day
compulsory quarantine period turned out to be an
issue with regards to foreign players

“We had a discussion with the health author-
ities and the 14 day quarantine period for anyone
entering the country is compulsory. So it’s difficult
to play the tournament at the end of August,” SLC
President Shammi Silva told NewsWire.

“We will play the tournament in mid November
after IPL,” Silva’s information indicated that they
are looking at roping in the best T20 freelancers.

A total of 23 matches were scheduled in LPL
which was supposed to end on September 20.

According to reports, a total of 93 internation-
al cricketers, including England’s World Cup-win-
ning pacer Liam Plunkett and New Zealand seam-
er Tim Southee, were also listed for the tournament. 

�
�� �
��!� The Indian
Premier League shifting its
base to the United Arab
Emirates for the 2020 edition
may prove to be a blessing in
disguise for at least 50 unher-
alded cricketers, who are set to
travel with the eight teams as
“exclusive” net bowlers.

At least three franchises,
Chennai Super Kings, Kolkata
Knight Riders and Delhi
Capitals confirmed that they
are preparing a roster of net
bowlers.

The list comprises mostly
first-class, U-19 and U-23 state
level cricketers who will get to
bowl to the likes of MS Dhoni,
Suresh Raina, Rishabh Pant for
close to a month.

The convention all these
years has been using local
bowlers for nets apart from the
junior fringe players but the
strict bio-security measures
for the tournament means that
all franchise will have to
arrange for quality bowlers
during practice sessions.

While BCCI has capped
the squad strength (players) to
24, the franchises have not
been specified contingent vol-
ume which will vary from
team to team but it could be
safely assumed that most of the
eight sides will not avail any
local net bowlers.

“If all goes well, we are
planning to take around 10
bowlers exclusively to UAE
for the practice sessions. They
will be accompanying the team
and will remain till the tourna-
ment starts,” Chennai Super

Kings CEO Kashi
Vishwanathan said on Tuesday.

The Kolkata Knight Riders
also confirmed that they will
also have 10 net bowlers in
their roster, likely to be hand-
picked by former Mumbai
captain and their academy
coach Abhishek Nayar.

“It will be a blend of play-
ers of who have played Ranji
Trophy while some of have
played U-23 and U-19 nata-
tional level tournaments,”
someone who is privy to devel-
opments in the KKR camp
informed.

The Delhi Capitals are also
taking around six net bowlers
who will be a part of the
team’s “bio bubble”.

“They will be staying with
the squad and will travel with
the team for the net sessions,”
a franchise source said.

The Rajasthan Royals are
also on course to finalise the
number of net bowlers they
will carry. Royals as well as
Royal Challengers Bangalore
can fly out bowlers from their
own respective academies.

It is expected that there
will be a healthy number of
spinners in overall net bowlers’
list.

“On slow Dubai tracks, it
will be important that teams
stack up their line-up with
more spinners especially for
humid conditions. You will see
a lot of left-arm spinners and
wrist spinners who have played
a decent level cricket being
included apart from the pacers,”
the talent scout said. PTI
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Bruno Fernandes scored a
penalty in extra time as
Manchester United

scraped past FC Copenhagen 1-
0 on Monday in the quarter-
finals of the Europa League,
reshaped into an eight-team
straight knockout tournament in
Germany due to the coron-
avirus pandemic.

The Portugal international
notched his competition-best
seventh goal of the season as
United set up a semi-final clash
against Sevilla or Wolves, join-
ing Inter Milan in the last four
following the Italian side’s 2-1
victory over Bayer Leverkusen in
Dusseldorf.

“Third time this season
we’ve been to the semis, every
competition we’ve been in.

Delighted we’ve gone through,
we deserved to win tonight,”
United manager Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer told BT Sport.

“Their keeper was fantastic,
unbelievable. We hit the post a
few times, there were a couple of
VAR decisions against us. It
could have been one of those
nights that you end up with
penalty shoot outs. They made
it hard for us.”

All games from the quarter-
finals onwards in this season’s
Europa League are being played
behind closed doors as one-off
ties across four venues —
Cologne, Duisburg, Dusseldorf
and Gelsenkirchen — in a
unique format following a five-
month interruption.

Solskjaer recal led
Fernandes, Paul Pogba, Marcus

Rashford, Mason Greenwood
and Anthony Martial but the
2017 competition winners strug-
gled early, and 18-year-old
Copenhagen forward Mohamed
Daramy was twice involved as
the Danish underdogs threat-
ened a creaking United backline.

Greenwood looked to have
put United ahead as he drilled
in via the far post moments later
only for the teenager to be ruled
offside following a VAR review.

He again went close early in
the second half when he
slammed against the
upright, with Fernandes
promptly smacking the
opposite post with a dip-
ping 20-yard drive.

The Portugal inter-
national, who scored five
times in the group stage
with Sporting, stung the
palms of Johnsson with anoth-
er hit from distance — shortly
after Aaron Wan-Bissaka made
a desperation block to thwart
Bryan Oviedo after a mesmeris-
ing dribble from Rasmus Falk.
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Appearing in their first

European quarter-final, and the
first Danish club to reach this
stage since 1997, Copenhagen
continued to frustrate United as
they sought a repeat of their 1-
0 win when the clubs last met in
the Champions League group
stage in 2006.

Martial nearly won the game
in normal time but again a
sprawling Johnsson tipped away
his curl ing attempt that
appeared destined for the top
corner.

The France striker was once
more repelled by Johnsson at the
start of extra time, but Martial
won a penalty as United kept the
attack alive and the striker was
upended by Andreas Bjelland.

Fernandes blasted home

from the spot on 95 minutes but
Solskjaer’s team were left to
sweat until the end as Johnsson
pulled off sensational stops from
the Portuguese and substitute
Juan Mata, with Victor Lindelof
the third United player to strike
the post.

United though ultimately
ensured their 2019-20 campaign
will extend into a second year,
having started the season 365
days ago with a 4-0 Premier
League win over Chelsea.

Await ing them on
Sunday will be Sevilla —
who have won the
Europa League and its
precursor, the UEFA
Cup, a record five times
— or domestic rivals
Wolves.

Former United
striker Romelu Lukaku

grabbed the decisive goal for
Antonio Conte’s Inter against
Leverkusen as the Serie A run-
ners-up moved a step closer to
adding to their titles from 1991,
1994 and 1998.

Inter struck first as Nicolo
Barella guided in from the edge
of the area on 15 minutes, with
Lukaku bundling in a second six
minutes later.

Kai Havertz reduced the
deficit in possibly his final game
for Leverkusen on 25 minutes
after exchanging passes with
fellow Germany international
Kevin Volland, but Inter held on
to seal their place against
Shakhtar Donetsk or Basel in
next week's semi-final.

“The defence did a tremen-
dous job again tonight. We are
growing but we have to learn to
kill games off when we have the
chances to do it, and we didn’t
tonight,” said Lukaku.

“Now we have time to recov-
er physically and prepare for
another great game. We will
have to be ready.”
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Former Pakistan captain
Ramiz Raja believes wicket-

keeper-batsman Sarfaraz
Ahmed should retire from
Tests and focus on white ball
cricket.

Sarafaraz, a former captain,
was seen performing the duties
of 12th man in the series open-
er between England and
Pakistan in Manchester.

“In my book I am clear
once you have been captain and
remained on a pedestal then it
is very difficult to come down
and be on the bench,” Raja said
on the Youtube channel, Cricket
Baaz.

“I would advise Sarfaraz to
think about it and retire from
Test cricket and just focus on
white ball cricket, a format in
which he is very good and
known for his aggression,” he
added.

Raja, who featured in 57

Tests, said a former captain and
senior player of Sarfaraz’s
stature carrying drinks,
although not rare in cricket, is
frowned upon in Pakistan.

“There is nothing wrong
with that because even James
Anderson carried drinks when
he didn’t play in the second Test
against West Indies. But in our
cricket culture these things are
not looked upon nicely and if
they involve a former captain,”
Raja said. “I don’t see him get-
ting a chance in the Test format
soon so he should focus on
white ball cricket where he will
play and be respected as well,”
he added.

Raja feels the presence of
Sarfaraz in the squad also adds
pressure on Muhammad
Rizwan, who kept the wickets
for Pakistan in the first Test.

“He being in the Test squad
also adds pressure on
Muhammad Rizwan who
knows there is a former captain
keeper breathing down his
neck and that is not good for
him. I think Sarfaraz should
not be on the bench. He should
call it a day from Test cricket.”
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New Zealand Cricket CEO
David White on Tuesday

said Pakistan, Australia,
Bangladesh and the West
Indies have confirmed they
will tour the country during
the summer.

White said New Zealand
Cricket (NZC) is working to
implement bio-secure bubble,
similar to the one the ECB is
using in their ongoing season.

“We are making
tremendous progress. I
was just on the phone to
the West Indies, they’re
confirmed, Pakistan is con-
firmed, Australia and
Bangladesh... So 37
days of interna-
tional cricket,”
White was quot-
ed as saying by
ESPNcricinfo.

White added

that women’s team will tour
Trans-Tasman rivals Australia
in September with the reverse
fixture slated for February.

“The White Ferns will
tour Australia in September
and then the Australia
Women’s team will tour New
Zealand in February. We are
just working through the con-
tent but probably five ODIs
and three T20Is,” White said.

According to the cur-
rent Future Tours pro-
gramme (FTP), New

Zealand are slated to
host West Indies and

Pakistan for a Test
and T20 series each.
The red-ball series
being a part of the

World Test
Championship.

Bangladesh are
scheduled for ODIs and
T20Is followed by
Australia for T20 series.
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��!�� Domestic veteran
and Ranji Trophy-winning skip-
per with Vidarbha, Faiz Fazal
believes India’s Virat Kohli and
Australia’s Tim Paine are two of
the best captains in the world at
the moment.

In a recent interaction on
Sports Tiger’s show Off the Field,
on being asked who the best cap-
tain in the world, Faiz answered,
“I am a fan of Tim Paine, he is
very good as a Test captain. Virat
is also very good in Tests.”

On being asked about him
not getting a call to the nation-
al team after scoring a half-cen-
tury in his debut match, Faiz
said, “The competition in Team
India is very tight, I feel very for-
tunate that I played for India
because that was the aim, to play
for the country. Nothing can be
compared with that. But I still
aim to play for the Test team.
But, yes, I feel disappointed
that I could not continue my
place in the Indian team.” PNS

���� 
�� Top-seeded Simona
Halep had to fight hard to
advance to the second round of
the Prague Open in beating
unseeded Polana Hercog 6-1, 1-
6, 7-6 (3) on Tuesday.

It was the first competitive
match for Halep since she won
the Dubai Championships in
February. The Romanian will
face next Czech wild card
Barbora Krejcikova.

Second-seeded Petra
Martic, who reached Palermo
semis last week, overcame
Varvara Gracheva 7-6 (2), 6-3 to
face Kristyna Pliskova in the sec-
ond round. Third-seeded Elise
Mertens recovered from a sec-
ond set scare to beat Jasmine
Paolini 7-5, 4-6, 6-3. AP
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Indian hockey team forward
Mandeep Singh, who tested

positive for Covid-19, has been
admitted to a hospital in
Bengaluru after his blood oxy-
gen level dropped but his con-
dition is stable, the Sports
Authority of India (SAI) said on
Tuesday.

“During night monitoring
of vitals on August 10 (Monday)
it was found that Mandeep
Singh’s blood oxygen level was
dropping below normal which

indicated that he is moving
from mild to moderate severi-
ty of Covid,” the SAI said in a
statement.

“SAI authorities on campus
took an immediate decision to
shift him to SS Sparsh multispe-
ciality hospital as a precaution-
ary measure. His condition is
currently stable,” added the
statement.

The 25-year-old has played
129 games for India and scored
60 goals so far. He was a part of
the Gold-winning team at the
2018 Asian Champions Trophy.
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