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he farmers who have been
agitating for the past two
weeks against the new agri
laws on Thursday announced
that they will block railway
tracks if their demands are not
met by the Government.
The farmers’ unions, which
held a meeting on Thursday,
said they will soon announce a
date for blocking tracks across
the country.
Addressing reporters at the
Delhi’s Singhu border where
they have been protesting for
almost two weeks to demand a
rollback of the agri laws, the
farmers’ unions also reiterated
that they will intensify their agitation and start blocking all
highways leading to the national Capital.
“We will block railway
tracks if our demands are not
met. We will decide on the date
and announce it soon. The
blocking of tracks will not be
limited to Haryana and Punjab
but it will be done across the
country,” farmers’ leader Boota
Singh said at the press
conference.
“The Centre has admitted
that laws have been made for
traders. If agriculture is a State
subject, the Centre does not
have right to make laws on it,”
said Balbir Singh Rajewal,
another leader.
Thousands of farmers have
been protesting at various border points of Delhi for almost
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n a fresh attempt to explain
Ifarmers
the Government’s offers to
and try to allay their
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two weeks seeking a repeal of
the new agri laws, which they
claim were aimed at benefitting
corporates by weakening the
“mandi” system and the minimum support price (MSP)
regime for procurement of
farm produce.
The Government had on
Wednesday proposed to give a
“written assurance” that the
existing MSP regime for procurement will continue.
However, the farmers’
unions rejected the proposal
and said they would intensify
their agitation until the
Government accepts their
demand for a complete repeal

of the three laws.
The Government has also
proposed to make necessary
amendments on at least seven
issues, including one to allay
fears about the weakening of
the “mandi” system.
“Five rounds of talks have
already been held with the
Government, but they
remained inconclusive. So far,
the Government has not sent
us any invitation for another
round of talks. If Government
sends us proposal for a meeting, we will decide it in our
meeting,” another farmer leader
Shiv Kumar Kakka told PTI.
Asked about solution to

ongoing standoff with the
Government, Kakka said, “only
God knows.”
“We are facing a lot of difficulties due to cold weather
and the Covid-19 pandemic,
but despite this, we will continue our protest until our
demands are met,” Kakka also
added.
Meanwhile, Chandigarhbased farmers’ organisation
AIKCC, not one of the 40
unions that are protesting at
Delhi borders seeking repeal of
the farm laws, on Thursday
welcomed the Government’s
gesture to keep the dialogue
open with farm leaders.

fears, the Government on
Thursday invited them for talks
with an open mind. Union
Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar also urged farmers to go through the proposal of amendments that the
Government is planning to
incorporate in the farm laws.
Replying to whether the
Centre would consider a new
bill on minimum support price
(MSP), Tomar said it has got
nothing to do with these laws.
“It was not proper to
announce the next stage of agitation when talks were continuing. We gave our proposals to
farmers after meeting them
and therefore we urge them to
consider those. If they want to
discuss those proposals also, we
are ready for that too. Any law
cannot be entirely defective. I
urge unions to set a date for
discussion,” said Tomar.
He was addressing a Press
conference, along with his
Cabinet colleague Piyush

Goyal. Tomar assured farmers
that the new laws will not
affect the APMC Act or MSP
mechanism.
The Minister said the
Government kept waiting for
suggestions from farmers’ leaders to address their concerns.
“We sent a proposal to farmers.
They wanted those laws to be
repealed. We are of the stand
that govt is ready for openminded discussions on provisions they have an objection
against. Laws don’t affect
APMCs or MSP. We tried to
explain this to farmers,” he said.
“The Government wanted
to liberate the farmers of the
shackles of mandi so that they
could sell their produce anywhere, to anyone, at his own
price, outside the purview of
mandi,” stated Tomar.
“It is being projected that
the land of farmers will be
occupied by industrialists.
Contract farming has been
going on for a long time in
Gujarat,
Maharashtra,
Haryana, Punjab, Karnataka
but there has never been such
experience,” Tomar said.
Continued on Page 2

3DZDUPD\KHDG
83$WRVKRUHXS
DQWL%-3XQLW\
344?0::D<0A970Q
=4F34;78

n what could be a major
IOpposition
political development in the
camp, NCP chief
Sharad Pawar might replace
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi as the new chairperson
of the United Progressive
Alliance (UPA).
Sources in a couple of constituents of the UPA confirmed
that initial talks have already
taken place in this regard and
the move may have the
endorsement of both Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi.
The move comes at a time
when both Sonia and Rahul are
struggling to contain the
infighting within the grand
old party after the miserable
performance of the Congress in
the recently held Bihar
Assembly elections and the
Hyderabad Municipal polls.
With Sonia’s health not
permitting her to actively lead
the Opposition against the BJP,
and Rahul not acceptable as a
leader to many Opposition
stalwarts, the elevation of
Pawar could be the first step
towards creating a pan-India
anti-BJP plank.
Pawar will have the mammoth task of reviving the moribund Opposition camp where
the Congress has failed to play
the lead role. In fact, after the
Congress flop show in Bihar
Rahul became the butt of jokes
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rime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday laid the
foundation stone of the new
Parliament complex, saying
the new building will be the
witness of Atmanirbhar Bharat.
Pujaris from Sringeri Math
performed the rituals for the
“Bhoomi Pujan” conducted by
the Prime Minister, followed by
prayers by all religious groups.
Later the PM laid the foundation stone of the new building
in the presence of Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla and Rajya
Sabha Deputy Chairperson
Harivansh. The messages of
President Ram Nath Kovind
and Vice President Venkaiah
Naidu were read out in the
function.
The new Parliament building in 64,500 square metre
will cost C971 crore and is estimated to be completed by 2022
and expected to conduct the
session on 75th anniversary of
Independence.
Union Ministers Rajnath
Singh, Amit Shah, Ravi
Shankar Prasad, Hardeep Singh
Puri, Dharmendra Pradhan
and many foreign envoys
attended the function.
“This is a day of pride for
over 130 crore Indians when we
are witnessing this historic
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Parliament building constructed 100 years ago as the
beacon of democracy, the PM
said it had fulfilled the needs of
the country, and the new building will fulfill the country’s
aspirations and ambitions.
Modi said the new Parliament
complex will help the legislators
as well as those who come to
meet them. He said there were
space constraints in the old
building that has been taken
care of in the new complex.
Continued on Page 2
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moment. The new Parliament
building is an example of the
co-existence of the new and the
old. This is an effort to make
changes within oneself in
accordance with time and
needs. The old building fulfilled the needs of the country,
the new Parliament building
will fulfill the country’s aspirations. If the old Parliament
House gave direction to postIndependence India, the new
building would become a witness to the creation of
‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’,” said
Modi.
Terming the current
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he Congress and other
T
Opposition parties on
Thursday questioned the timing and need for a new
Parliament building amid the
coronavirus pandemic and the
farmers’ protest.
Congress spokesperson
Randeep Singh Surjewala criticised the PM for the ceremony and “building a palace for
himself ” even as the farmers’
protest entered its 16th day. In
a separate tweet, he said

Parliament “is not mortar and
stones”, but it imbibes the
Constitution and represents
values like democracy, equality and compassion.
“What would a building
built upon trampling of these
values represent,” Surjewala
asked.
CPI (M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury took exception to Modi’s speech at the
foundation laying ceremony,
where he spoke about values
and culture of democracy.
Continued on Page 2
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he saga of political violence
in Bengal reached a new
low with alleged Trinamool
Congress members on
Thursday attacking the convoy
of BJP president JP Nadda and
other senior saffron leaders,
including Kailash Vijayvargiya,
Mukul Roy and State party
president Dilip Ghosh.
Nadda, who was riding a
bulletproof vehicle, escaped
unhurt. But Roy and some
other local leaders received
minor injuries, sources said
adding one BJP man got a fractured forehead. The attack triggered widespread criticism
with Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, who otherwise enjoys a
good personal chemistry with
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, raising serious concern over the falling law and
situation of the State.
Reacting to the incident
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said, “Bengal has
descended into an era of tyranny, anarchy and darkness under
the Trinamool rule. The manner in which political violence

and attacks both from leaders
of the Opposition and the BJP.
At the same time, a section of
Congress leaders have been
questioning the leadership of
an n “aloof ’ and “unwell’ Sonia
to lead the Opposition fight
back against the BJP.
A senior AICC functionary
said that Rahul is yet to agree
to return as the Congress president and does not desire to
succeed his mother as the UPA
chairperson.
“In the given situation,
there are chances that while
Rahul Gandhi can continue to
be the face of the UPA, Pawar,
being the senior-most leader
might become its chairperson.
Sonia may continue as an
adviser only,” said the functionary.
“There is a need for a
chairperson who is a veteran
and astute politician, and who
can negotiate with other parties. Pawar has the stature to
hold talks with senior leaders
like Mamata Banerjee, MK
Stalin, and if required with
leaders like Nitish Kumar,” said
a UPA leader.
The NCP and the Congress
are part of the coalition of the
Shiv Sena-led Maha Vikas
Agadi Government in
Maharashtra. Pawar was the
key man in stitching the
alliance along with late Ahmed
Patel, Congress’ leader and a
long-time adviser to Sonia.
Continued on Page 2
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he AAP on Thursday
T
claimed that the house of
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister

T
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has been institutionalised and
brought to the extreme in West
Bengal under TMC rule is sad
and worrying.”
The incident took place
post noon when Nadda’s vehicle was going past Sirakol More
en route to the port town of
Diamond Harbour in South 24
Parganas. When the convoy
approached the junction hundreds of slogans shouting men
carrying Trinamool flags pelted stones and full-sized bricks
at the vehicles smashing the
windows and windshields.
The TMC activists stopped

the BJP workers on motorbikes,
threw them on the ground, and
rained blows on them in front
of the media men some of who
intervened to rescue them.
Diamond Harbour falls in
the Parliamentary constituency of Abhishek Banerjee, the
nephew of the Chief Minister.
While one broken bottle
pierced through the window of
Ghosh’s vehicle hitting one of
his personal security staff,
stones flying in from all sides
smashed the windows of
almost all the vehicles.
Continued on Page 2

Manish Sisodia was “attacked
by BJP goons” but the Delhi
BJP refuted the charge, saying
their protest was peaceful.
The Delhi Police also said
the allegations that the gate of
the Deputy CM’s residence
was damaged or broken are
“incorrect” and a case has been
registered under appropriate
sections in the matter.
The Delhi Commission for
Women said it has set up an
enquiry into the incident and
has also sought response from
the Delhi police.
The BJP workers earlier
staged a protest near Sisodia’s
residence a day after its leaders
lodged a police complaint alleging that there was a “conspiracy to kill” mayors and leaders
of the party-led municipal corporations.
Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal condemned the
alleged attack on Sisodia’s residence and asked why is BJP
getting so desperate by the
day in Delhi.
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s logjam persisted at the
A
Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in Ladakh, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on
Thursday called for exercising
self-restraint and avoid actions
that may worsen situation.
He was speaking at the
ASEAN Defence Ministers’
Meeting-Plus (ADMM-Plus), a
platform comprising 10-nation
ASEAN and its eight dialogue
partners, including India and
China.
Rajnath’s counterpart
Weng Fei was also present. The
two leaders had held more
than two-hour long one on one
face to face talks two months
ago on the sidelines of the
Shanghai
Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) in
Moscow. The two Ministers
had then discussed ways to

defuse tension at the LAC.
The latest note of caution
by Rajnath came in the backdrop of aggressive military
behavior of China in Ladakh,
South China Sea and IndoPacific region.
Rajnath also said self
restraint has to be observed in
the conduct of activities and
avoiding actions that may further complicate the situation.
In his address, Rajnath
talked about “the current
regional environment with visible strains”, and appreciated
the central role of ASEAN-led
forums, including ADMMPlus in promoting dialogue
and engagement towards a pluralistic, cooperative security
order in Asia.
“As we enhance mutual
trust and confidence, exercising self-restraint in the conduct
of activities and avoiding

actions that may further complicate the situation, will go a
long way in bringing sustained
peace to the region,” he said.
The Defence Minister also
said the ability of the grouping
to collectively respond to challenges based on the fundamentals of freedom, inclusivity and openness in the region
will define its future.
“Threats to the rules based
order, maritime security, cyber
related crimes and terrorism,
just to name a few, remain the
challenges that we need to
address as a forum,” Rajnath
said.
On the Indo-Pacific region,
the Minister said an impetus
has to be given to cultivate
strategic trust and continuously promote ASEAN centrality in the regional architecture.
Continued on Page 2

he Covid-19 positivity rate
T
in Delhi has been on :?:?5:2
decline and it has hovered
around five per cent for the past
seven days which is a sign of
relief, said Minister of Health
and Family Welfare Satyendar
Jain. He said the third wave of
Covid-19 pandemic is not over
yet but it is “definitely on the
wane”.
Delhi recorded 2,463 new
Covid-19 cases and 50 fatalities
on Wednesday, the lowest
number of deaths in a single
day since November 1.
As the positivity rate
slipped to 3.42 per cent, Jain
had on Wednesday tweeted
that it was heartening to see
that the national capital is
“emerging victorious” in the
battle against the coronavirus.
“Cases are falling, and
death count in a day is lowest
in the last 40 days. The situation has improved, and we can
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definitely say the third wave of
the pandemic here is on the
wane. It is not over, but on the
wane,” he said.
On plans of Covid-19 vac-
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cination, he said, healthcare
workers and frontline staff will
be administered the vaccine
first, followed by the elderly
and then others.

“If we have vaccine availability, we can vaccinate the
entire population in a week’s
time, we have the preparations ready,” he added.
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maintained by the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB).
According to the index, an
AQI between zero and 50 is
considered ''good'', 51 and 100
''satisfactory'', 101 and 200
''moderate'', 201 and 300
''poor'', 301 and 400 ''very

poor'', and 401 and 500
''severe''.
The average 24-hour AQI
at 4 pm on Thursday was 330
in Ghaziabad, 322 in Greater
Noida, 310 in Noida, 300 in
Faridabad and 217 in Gurgaon,
according to CPCB''s Sameer
app.

Noida: The air quality
improved in Ghaziabad, Noida,
Greater Noida and Faridabad
but stayed in the “very poor”
category while it was in the
“poor” zone in Gurgaon,
according to a government
agency data on Thursday.
The air quality in

Ghaziabad returned to “very
poor” level after staying in the
“severe” category for six days in
a row, the data showed.
Presence of pollutant PM
2.5 and PM 10 also remained
high in the five immediate
neighbours of Delhi, according
to the air quality index (AQI)
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Chandigarh: The Haryana
government on Thursday
announced to open schools
for students of Class X and XII
from December 14 in view of
forthcoming examinations.
The schools will be open
for three hours daily from 10
am to 1 pm. Classes for students of IX and XI will begin
on December 21.
As per the order issued by
the Directorate of School
Education, students will have to
undergo general health checkup before coming to school at
primary health centres, community health centres or any
other government health centre.
This health report should
not be older than 72 hours
from the date of rejoining.
Parental permission will be
mandatory like before. IANS

Gurugram: The Gurugram
police have arrested three youth
for allegedly robbing an Ola cab
driver at knifepoint on
December
6
in
the
Farrukhnagar area of the district, the police said on
Thursday.
The nabbed accused have
been identified as Prashant
(24) from Jhajjar, and Kuldeep
(22) and Krishan (19), both
from Bhiwani.
The victim, Dilshad (26)
from Pratapgarh in Uttar
Pradesh, had reported that on
December 6, he had picked up
the three youth at around 9.30
pm from the Naurangpur
Chowk flyover on the National
Highway 48 in his cab. When
he reached the FarrukhnagarJhajjar road, the three youth
robbed him of Rs 13,000 at
knifepoint. The accused fled
with the car after robbing him.
The culprits were arrested
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Greater Noida: The Uttar
Pradesh Government, through
its industrial development
authorities, has allotted nearly
1,100 plots for projects which
will attract the investment of
around Rs 9,700 crore.
The investments have the

potential to generate nearly 2
lakh jobs, authorities said. Uttar
Pradesh has got second rank
under the Ease of Doing
Business Scheme this year.
Special policy has also been
made in 22 industrial sectors to
boost the infrasturcture. PNS
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From Page 1
“The current Parliament
building is nearly 100 years old.
It was upgraded many times,
but now it needs rest,” said PM.
Speaking on the history of
democracy in India, the PM
said many texts available here
are older than the Magna
Carta, which is considered the
foundation of democracy.
“Magna Carta was written in
13th century, but philosopher
Basavanna envisioned a public
Parliament in 12th century in
the form of Anubhav Mantapa,”
said Modi.
“If we go back further,
some ancient inscriptions in
Tamil Nadu from 10th century talk about categorising villages into groups - like modern
day wards. They also talked
about disqualifying public representatives from contesting
elections. The criteria was to
declare the contestants and
their relatives’ assets,” he added.
The PM said it is ironic that
other countries teach India
about democracy. “When other
countries talk about democracy, they only discuss elections
and other administrative issues.
But in India, democracy is a
sacred, a way of life. The demo-

cratic system has been developed based on centuries long
experiences. There were several
changes, but the spirit
remained as it is. Ironically,
other countries teach is about
democracy. I think that day will
soon come when our countries
will say ‘India is the mother of
democracy’,” he said.
The PM said there can be
differences of opinions in a
democracy, but the ultimate
goal should be to serve people.
“We’ll have to take the pledge
of ‘India First’. Our decisions
should make the nation
stronger and be measured on
the same scale - that nation’s
welfare comes first. Our efforts
in the next 25-26 years should
be towards how we want to see
India in 2047, in our 100 years
of Independence,” said Modi.
Tata Projects is the constructor of the building and
Ratan Tata also attended the
function. However, no construction can immediately
begin as various pleas against
the project are pending before
the Supreme Court. The current Parliament building was
constructed by the British and
its foundation stone was laid on
February 12, 1921.

from the Jhajjar bypass after a
specific input was received by
the police on December 9.
The police have recovered the
car and the knife from their
possession.
"During questioning, the
culprits disclosed that they
had to attend a wedding function in Jhajjar and had no
money to pay cab fair. So they
planned to rob the driver. The
culprits were produced before
a local court on Thursday
which sent them to jail," said
Preet Pal Sangwan, ACP
(crime).
In another case, the police
in Manesar arrested a dreaded
criminal who was involved in
six cases of theft, kidnapping
and snatching at gunpoint in
Gurugram and Rewari districts, the police said. The
accused has been identified as
Vinod aka Darbari from
Rewari.
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The police have recovered
a snatched Maruti Celerio car
and a bike which he had looted in Gurugram. The car was
looted from one Amit Ranjan,
a resident of Bihar, at gunpoint
on November 29.
The accused was arrested
from Rampura chowk on the
Delhi-Jaipur highway following
a tip-off on December 9, the
police said.
The police had arrested
four of his gang members on
December 7 after a gunfight in
Alwar-Rewari border.
"The accused is on police
remand for further questioning," the ACP said.
IANS
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an effort to protect the
of the tenants as well
Iasninterests
the house owners, the Uttar
Pradesh Government will be
bringing a new law on tenancy in the State.
“Once the proposed laws
are introduced, the disputes
between landlords and tenants will end to a large extent,
and it will be easily ascertained how many people are
giving houses on rent in the
state,” a government official
said.
The Housing department
has issued a draft of the Uttar
Pradesh Urban Complexes
Renting
Regulations
Ordinance, 2020.

It has also sought suggestions from the public for a new
tenancy law. For this, the draft
has been uploaded on the official
website
http://awas.up.nic.in and the
website of the Awas Bandhu
www.awasbandhu.in.
People can give their suggestions till December 20.
Principal
Secretar y
(Housing) Deepak Kumar said
the government was planning
to bring tenancy regulation
ordinance for which people
could give their suggestions by
reading the draft.
Officials said the law had
been drafted under the supervision of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath and had received
in-principle approval.
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Yechury accused the PM of indulging in “diabolic doublespeak” by attacking democracy and dissent in practice.
Congress spokesperson Jaiveer Shergill said foundation stone
laying ceremony of the new Parliament building “at a time when
the farmers are protesting to save their basic thali is equivalent
to playing DJ music inside a funeral ground”.
The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) took a jibe at the Centre, saying it is indeed historical that the “head servant” is doing ground
worship of the new Parliament when the peasants are fighting
for their rights.
“It is historical. The peasants are fighting for their right on
the streets in severe cold, water splashes and police sticks on them.
And the “head-servant” is doing the ground worship of the new
Parliament of Rs 971 crores,” the AAP tweeted.
Former civil servants are among those who have severely criticised the Modi Government for not cutting down on “luxuries”
like the Central Vista project amid the coronavirus crisis.

3DZDUPD\KHDG
83$WRVKRUHXS

From Page 1
And with the loss of
Ahmed Patel and resentment in
Congress from senior leaders
like Ghulam Nabi Azad, Kapil
Sibal, Anand Sharma and many
more, Congress leaders too
believe the need to bring on
board an astute politician like
Pawar to take and make deci-

sions.
The speculation gained
further ground after Pawar led
the delegation of Opposition
leaders when they met the
president Ram Nath Kovind
regarding farmer protests on
Wednesday, despite Rahul
Gandhi being present.
Sonia Gandhi has been the
chairperson of the UPA since
2004. In 2004, the Congress
had formed a Government in

exposure.
The AQI for each city is
based on the average value of
all stations there. Noida,
Faridabad, Ghaziabad have
four stations each, while
Gurgaon has three and Greater
Noida two, according to the
app.
PTI

On Wednesday, it was 418
in Ghaziabad, 394 in Noida,
404 in Greater Noida, 395 in
Faridabad and 296 in Gurgaon.
The CPCB states that an
AQI in the “poor” category
causes breathing discomfort
while "very poor" may cause
respiratory illness on prolonged
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xhorting students to
become leaders not followE
ers, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that students
should make a mark in the field
of education and for this the
educational institutions should
play a pivotal role.
The chief minister, who
was speaking at the 88th foundation week programme of
Maharana Pratap Education
Council (MPEC) in Gorakhpur
on Thursday, said that students
should excel in the field of education and this was possible
when educational institutions
worked as a team.
“People associated with the
MPEC will have to work con-
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“The concepts of ‘vasudhaive kutumbakam’ ‘the whole
world is one family’ and ‘sarve
bhavantu sukhinah’ ‘all be at
peace’ are the core of the Indian
civilisation. Therefore, inclusivity, equality and openness
are the principles underlining
this concept,” he said.
The Defence Minister also
called for sustained efforts to
address the threats of bio-terrorism, transnational trafficking and pandemics, and
emphasised on building capacity to address shared security
challenges.
“Our composition is
another pillar of our strength as
it includes defence ministries of
18 key countries that are major
stakeholders in the regional
security dynamic,” he said.
Rajnath also underlined
the need for confronting the
challenges emerging from the
coronavirus
pandemic.
Warning that the “disruptive
effect of the pandemic is still
unfolding”, he said Covid-19
has changed the world and left
us many hurdles to overcome.
The challenge is, therefore, to
make sure that the world economy moves on the path of
recovery and when it does
gather steam, to ensure that the
recovery leaves no one behind,
he added.
The inaugural ADMMPlus was convened in Hanoi in
2010. The defence ministers
then had agreed on five areas
of practical cooperation to
pursue under the new mechanism, including maritime security, counter-terrorism, humanitarian assistance and peacekeeping operations.
coalition with Left parties
under the prime ministership
of
Manmohan
Singh.
Currently, there are 12 member
parties in the UPA including
the Congress, the Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD), the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK),
the Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML), the Jammu &
Kashmir National Conference
and the All India United
Democratic Front (AIUDF).

tinuously for the betterment of
the institution so that they can
set an example for others to follow,” the chief minister said,
adding that this was also the
aim of the national education
policy.
“In the testing times of the
coronavirus pandemic, the
extraordinary work done by the
Central government under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was possible
only because of technology.
People should also get associated with technology and make
better use of it,” he said.
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that the
COVID-19 vaccine would
arrive by January next year and
until then, everyone should

comply with the Covid protocols.
The chief minister, along
with Vidhan Sabha Speaker
Hriday Narayan Dikshit, also
released a book, Bharatiya
Sanskriti Ka Vishwa Mein
Prasar.
Speaking on the occasion,
Dikshit said that education
was the only way by which the
society and the world could be
made beautiful. “The MPEC is
also imparting social values
along with education and it is
also an example for other educational institutions to follow,”
he said.
UP Jal Shakti Minister
Mahendra Singh said that education gave a solution to every
problem and the MPEC was

doing this since 1932.
“The works done under the
leadership of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath are exemplary
and UP is developing at a fast
pace,” he said.
Those present at the programme included Bharatiya
Janata Party state president
Swatantra Dev Singh, State
Disaster
Management
Authority Vice Chairman Lt
Gen RP Shahi, Digambar
Akhara, Ayodhya, Mahant
Suresh
Das,
Swami
Raghavacharya, Devipatan
Shaktipeeth Mahant Yogi
Mithilesh Das, Member of
Parliament Ravi Kisan and Jai
Prakash Nishad, MPEC
president Prof. UP Singh and
others.

0ZP[X3P[fPa]b2T]caTPQ^dcaTRZ[Tbb
aT_aTbbXeTbcT_bPVPX]bcUPa\Tab
Chandigarh:The Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) on Thursday
urged the Central Government
not to take any reckless or
repressive steps that might
deepen festering emotional
wounds in the farmers' minds
and weaken the sacred cause of
peace and communal harmony in the country.
"Do not repeat Congress
blunders of divide and rule. Do
nothing that weakens national unity or disturbs peace and
communal harmony for which
Punjabis, especially the SAD,
have made supreme sacrifices,"
says a Resolution of the core
committee of the party that met
here.
The meeting was presided
over by SAD President Sukhbir
Singh Badal.
Giving details of the meeting to the media, Harcharan
Bains, Principal Advisor to
Badal, said that the SAD will
observe the centenary of the
party as "Sangharsh Samarpan
Divas" for 'Sarbat da Bhala',
with focus on farmers' interests
and justice for them.
He said "the SAD will fully
safeguard peace and communal
harmony in Punjab and the rest

of the country at all costs and
will expose and defeat every
conspiracy against these ideals.
"The party is convinced
that no progress in the country is possible without peace,
communal harmony and
national unity," said Bains,
adding that unfortunately
'some people are not happy
over this prevailing peace and
harmony'.
Asking the government
not to be stubborn or stand on
prestige against the 'annadata'
of the country, the SAD resolution asked, "If the government is willing to change every
clause of the old Acts, then why
is it standing on prestige to
revoke them. After all, if you
are conceding all demands of
the farmers, why not put it all
in the new Act and end the
debate once and for all?"
The party condemned the
deep-rooted conspiracy to
paint the movement of the
patriotic farmers in communal
and separatist colours.
"The movement is not only
peaceful and democratic but
also totally secular and nationalist and patriotic. The sons of
a large number of the agitators

are right now defending the
borders of the country against
China and Pakistan. They
come from families that have
shed blood in the defence of the
country in all wars, including
1948, 1965, 1971, the Kargil
war and now in Galwan in
Ladakh.
The resolution expressed
deep concern and anxiety over
"ominous signs of a deep conspiracy to divide Hindus and
Sikhs and farmers and traders.
This is an anti-national conspiracy and the SAD will fight
against it with all the resources
at its disposal. Farmers' agitation is a people's movement
which is totally peaceful, democratic and secular movement.
This was visible in the all
round support to the Bharat
Bandh lent by every section of
society."
The party said it "fully
backs the farmers demands
with regard to the three Acts".
It said that the totally
peaceful and democratic nature
of the movement has proved
that the farmers are fully alive
to their responsibility towards
the country.
IANS
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“Still, we have already
made provision in the Act that
agreement under these laws
will only be between processors
and farmers’ produce. There is
no provision for any lease or
agreement over farmers’ land,”
the Agriculture Minister added.
Tomar also said the entire
country has witnessed that
Swaminathan Commission
report came in 2006, the recommendation about MSP at
1.5 times cost of production
remained pending till Modi
government implemented it.
“Law provides that if
farmer and processor enter
into an agreement and the
type of crops is such that some
infrastructure has to be set up
on the farmer’s land, then the

processor will dismantle his
infrastructure from thereafter
the agreement concludes,” the
Agriculture Minister said.
“If the processor doesn’t do
it, then the owner of that infrastructure will be the farmer
himself. This has been provided in the law,” Tomar added.
Highlighting the steps
taken by the Modi Government
to improve farmers’ financial
health, the Minister said an
allocation of Rs 75,000 crore
has been made for just PM
Kisan initiative under which
farmers get Rs 6,000 per year of
direct income support.
“Besides, Rs one Lakh crore
Agri Infrastructure has been set
up for the development of
farm gate infrastructure. Neem
coated urea scheme was intro-

duced by Modi Govt. for
reduced use of chemicals and
improved soil health,” he said.
At the same media briefing,
Union Minister Piyush Goyal
said there were some concerns
that farmers will be forced to
sell their produce in the private
market.
“This is completely erroneous, there is absolutely no
provision in the law which
brings an element of compulsion on any farmer,” Goyal
added.
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Locals said the attack came
from a TMC rally which was
initially led by district leaders
like Saukat Mollah and Sonali
Guha, an MLA.
Soon after the attack,
Nadda came out all guns blazing against the Chief Minister
and his party saying, “This
attack on the convoy has only
strengthened my resolve and I
will visit all the districts and all
the 294 Assembly segments
and hold rallies there.”
“What I saw, is the highlights of the anarchy prevailing
under in Mamata raj … We
were able to reach here because

of the blessings of Maa Durga.
TMC workers left no stones
unturned to stop or finish us.
This is not a democracy but
‘goondaraj,” he said.
Nadda had on Wednesday
questioned the State’s law and
order situation after been
black-flagged by a group of
people in Kolkata protesting
against the farm laws on
Thursday.
“There is no law and order
in Bengal … Is this the kind of
the democracy we have in
Bengal... It seems the law and
order has completely collapsed
in the State,” he said, vowing to
decimate the ruling party in the

coming elections.
Hours later Abhishek
Banerjee who was addressing a
rally at Arambagh in Hooghly
some 60 miles away said the
Trinamool had nothing to do
with the attack adding “it was
a sudden expression of popular anger against the BJP leaders,” and apparently setting the
tone and tenor of a future
police investigation. The BJP
leadership had come to Bengal
to spread hatred “if they really have the courage why do not
they publish their report card
showing their performance in
the past six years of their rule.”
Soon a police release said

that the Nadda had reached
safely at the venue at Diamond
Harbour. “Nothing happened
to his convoy. Few bystanders
at Debipur, Falta PS, Diamond
Harbour PD, sporadically and
suddenly threw stones towards
vehicles trailing long behind his
convoy. Everyone is safe and
the situation is peaceful. The
matter is being investigated to
find out actual happenings.”
Governor
Jagdeep
Dhankhar who said that incident took place despite his
alerting the Chief Secretary and
DGP about possible untoward
incidents later tweeted tagging
the Chief Minister, “Concerned

at alarming reports of anarchy
and
lawlessness
@MamataOfficial indicating
ruling party harmads on rampage at BJP President Convoy
and political police @WBPolice
in support. This happening in
spite of my alerts to CS & DGP
early morning indicated the
collapse of law & order.”
Talking about the attackers
he said, “Am sure they have
immunity and protection of
political police with administration extension of political
outfit. As a constitutional head
I share my shame with you as
it is on account of your acts of
omission and commission.”
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n the 15 day of farmer’s
protest at National Capital
O
borders, the Delhi Police alert-
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ed commuters about the routes
closed and advised using alternative routes for travelling
towards Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh. Meanwhile, the alternate routes to Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh also witnessed
traffic snarls at several places.
According to Delhi Traffic
Police, Tikri, Singhu and
Dhansa borders are still closed
for traffic movement, while
Jhatikara border is open only
for two-wheelers and pedestrian movement.
“Those travelling to
Haryana can take Jharoda (only
single carriageway), Daurala,
Kapashera, Badusarai, Rajokri

NH-8, Bijwasan/Bajghera,
Palam Vihar and Dundahera
borders,” stated Delhi Traffic
Police in a tweet.
“Singhu, Auchandi, Piau
Maniyari & Mangesh pur borders are closed. NH 44 is
closed.Please take alternate
routes
via
Lampur,Safiabad,Saboli &
Singhu school toll tax borders. Traffic has been diverted
from Mukarba & GTK road. Pl
avoid Outer Ring Rd , GTK
road, NH 44,” Additional
Commissioner of Police, Traffic
Outer Range tweeted.
The closure of borders has
also resulted in heavy traffic on
alternative routes.
On Wednesday, farmer
leaders rejected a government
proposal to amend the new agri
laws, and announced they

would intensify their agitation
by blocking the Jaipur-Delhi
and the Delhi-Agra expressways by Saturday, and escalating it to a nationwide protest on
December 14.
This comes after the sixth
round of talks between the government and farm union leaders, which was scheduled for
Wednesday morning, was cancelled.
The farmer leaders have
been adamant on their demand
to scrap the laws, which they
say will lead to dismantling of
the Minimum Support Price
(MSP) mechanism and mandis
that ensure earning.
The government has been
defending these laws, saying
they will benefit the farmers in
the long run and raise their
incomes.
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fter the farmers’ unions on
A
Wednesday rejected the
Government’s proposal to
resolve their issues and threatened to cut off the national
Capital by blocking the DelhiJaipur Expressway on
December 12, the Gurugram
Police on Thursday beefed up
security at several traffic junctions, toll plaza and the border
area.
The farmer's unions on the
other hand asserted that after
blocking the Singhu, Tikri,
Chilla and Ghazipur borders
connecting
Delhi
to
Chandigarh, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh respectively, they will
now block the Delhi-Jaipur
highway that connects the
national capital to Rajasthan via
Haryana.
The move will not only disrupt Delhi's supply chain, but
will also put pressure on the
busy Highway and commuters
may face huge traffic congestion
on December 12.
As the farmers stir against
centre new farms laws continued for the fifteenth consecutive day, the Gurugram Traffic
Police have already issued a
traffic advisory for crucial traffic points includes Kapriwas
border, Bilaspur Chowk,
Panchgaon Chowk, Manesar
Chowk, Kherki Daula Toll
Plaza, Hero Honda Chowk,
Rajiv Chowk, and Shankar

Chowk on the National
Highway-48.
"We have also enhanced
our security arrangements at
the border points in view of
ongoing farmer's demonstrations. We have issued an advisory to all area concerned officials to take necessary precautionary measures in view of
blocking the expressway and
toll plaza," ACP (headquar-

ters) Usha Kundu said.
The police officials have
been asked to intensify
patrolling in all sensitive locations specially on border areas
and Kherki Daula toll plaza so
as to prevent any incident.
“The
police
have
already tightened up security
and have made appropriate
arrangements to prevent any
untoward incident. Also, more
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he Covid-19 positivity rate
has continuously been on the
T
decline and it has hovered
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he Delhi Police has filed an
First Information Report
T
(FIR) on the complaint of a 30year-old Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) wrestler, who has
accused the paramilitary's
Chief Sports Officer and
Arjuna awardee Khajan Singh,
and coach Surjit Singh of sexual harassment, rape and
intimidation for over three
years.
Meanwhile, Khajan Singh,
a DIG-rank officer in the force,
has rubbished the allegations by
the CRPF constable who has
won several medals at national and international levels.
The constable has also
accused Khajan and Surjit of
running a "sex scandal" in the
force and alleged that they
have "many accomplices".
In the FIR registered at
Baba Haridas police station on
December 3, the complainant,
who joined the force in 2010,
alleged that the two sexually
harassed female constables and
later use them as their accomplice.

ejecting
Central
Government's proposal, the
R
farmers continued to protest at
Ghazipur border (UP Gate).
Farmers demanded, "Nothing
less than total repeal of the
three fram laws, passed by the
Central Government in
Parliament, is acceptable. They
won't move until Centre withdraws these farm laws".
Rakesh Tikait, the national spokesperson of the
Bharatiya Kisan Union said
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“They secretly took my
nude photos while having bath.
I was blackmailed through
these photographs and they
threatened that if I do not talk
to them, they would circulate
my photos and make it viral on
the internet,” stated the woman
constable in her FIR.
“They threatened me (constable) with making my photos
viral on internet and used it for
raping me continuously for
over a period of three years.
The two allegedly harassed her
through show cause notices,” as
per FIR.
The FIR also stated that in
March 2014, the woman constable had filed a formal complaint with the CRPF Inspector
General, but she was allegedly
forced by the accused to withdraw it.
It also stated that she had
also written a letter to the
National Commission of
Women (NCW) chairperson
seeking action against the two.
In her complaint to the NCW
chief, she had also sought protection for her life.
However, the CRPF

spokesperson
Moses
Dhinakaran said that FIR of
rape charges filed against
Khajan Singh, DIG, by a constable woman.
“CRPF has taken a serious
note of the complaint and has
already constituted an Internal
Compliant Committee headed
by an Inspector General level
officer to conduct an enquiry,”
he said.
“As far as FIR is concerned,
the department will facilitate
the investigation agency in all
respects,” he added.
Khajan Singh was
bestowed the Arjuna award in
1984. Hugely successful at the
national level, Khajan held the
100m freestyle national record
and also clinched multiple gold
medals at the South Asian
Games (then known as South
Asian Federation Games) in
1984 and 1989.
“As per the complaint
received, we have registered a
case and an investigation is
underway. The statement of
victim is yet to be taken
because she is currently out of
station,” said Santosh Kumar
Meena,
the
Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Dwarka district.

around five per cent for the past
seven days which is a sign of
relief as it points to the fact that
the effect of the third wave in
Delhi is on perpetual decline,
Minister of Health and Family
Welfare Satyendar Jain said.
The health minister said
that the Positivity rate has seen
a major difference of 80 per cent
since November 7. He thanked
the frontline and healthcare
workers for their contribution to
contain Coronavirus. At present,

there are around 13,000 beds
vacant, a number which is
unmatched by any other Indian
state. Delhi has the infrastructural ability for storage as well as
application of the vaccine, and is
just waiting for it to be made
available, he said.
Jain said there were 2463
new cases in Delhi on Tuesday
and the positivity rate was 3.42
per cent. "Positivity rate has
been constantly declining and
has been below the five per cent
mark since the past seven days,
which is a sign of relief. There
were 50 deaths yesterday, but
from November 1 to present, this
has been the lowest statistic. The

positivity rate of RT-PCR test is
looming around 6-6.5 per cent
and overall positivity rate has
come down to three per cent as
compared to 15.26 per cent on
November 7. The rate has seen
a significant difference of 80 per
cent," he said.
"We can say that the third
wave in Delhi is fading away,
however it is not over yet. I sincerely thank all the frontline and
health workers who have been
rigorously active in the course of
this pandemic, putting their
lives at stake in order to provide
service to the citizens. I request
all Delhiites to continue taking
all the necessary precautions in

AP]YP]3X\aXk?X^]TTa

that there would be no compromise on withdrawal of the
bill and we are sitting here at
border and we will remain
seated till any conclusion.
Tikait said that the
December 12 and 14 will be the
deciding role of the farmers.
“On December 12, all roads
will be toll free and on
December 14, dharna and
demonstrations will be organized in the entire country as
a protest,” said Tikait.
On Thursday afternoon,
the farmers became furious
when they came to know that
the vehicle which had brought
fruits for them has been
stopped by the police and
taken the driver into custody.
The farmers blocked the
road at UP Gate and raised slogans against the government.
Seeing the seriousness of the
situation, SP II Gyanendra
Singh and Circle Officer (CO)
Indirapuram, Anshu Jain
reached the spot to calm down
the situation. Later, the vehicle
and its driver were also freed by
the police.
Also on Thursday, a delegation of lawyers of Tis Hazari
Court, led by Bar Council
President Anil Kumar Tomar,
reached the farmers' dharna
and met them.
The advocates assured the
farmers that they are in tune
with their demands and would
provide free legal aid to the
farmers. “A panel of lawyers
will be ready at all times for
legal assistance,” they said.
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kitchen knife following an
argument with his family.
The incident took place on
Wednesday night at Sunder
Vihar area in Outer Delhi.
The deceased has been
identified as Udai Mehta, a
resident of Sunder Vihar in
Delhi. Police said that Mehta
was an engineer by profession
and was working from home
amid the ongoing Covid-19
pandemic. According to A
Koan, the DCP, Outer district,
the incident took place on
Wednesday night and police
were informed by a hospital
authority that Mehta was
brought dead with self inflicted stab injury in chest.

he Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) of the Delhi
T
Police has arrested the master-

Impex Private Limited (Hello
Taxi) and its office bearers Saroj
Mahapatra, Rajesh Mahto,
Sunder Singh Bhati, Harish
Bhati and the woman director
for cheating by inducing them

beds, out of which more than
13000 beds are vacant. This
number remains unmatched by
any other Indian state. However
the situation of ICU beds, is
under review"
"More than two lakh registrations have come for the first
trial of the Covid-19 vaccine in
Delhi. The priority is healthcare
and frontline workers. After
which the focus will be on the old
and subsequently moving to the
entire population of Delhi. Delhi
Government is fully capable of
rolling out the vaccine to the
entire population of Delhi. We
are prepared with the storage
facilities too," the minister said.
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According to Dr O P
Mishra, the Joint Commissioner
of Police, EOW, one
Dharmender, along with other
victims, lodged a complainst
against a company called SMP

order to successfully combat
the third wave" said Jain.
Responding to the query
surrounding the death rate, the
minister said, "Earlier, we saw a
sudden increase in deaths
because of the hazardous pollution levels in Delhi. Combined
with the virus, a lot of people
were indisposed. Still, a lot of
people are admitted in the hospitals. This has a lagging effect
meaning that we see changes
after a gap of 2-3 weeks. Now
that cases have decreased, the
death rate too will eventually fall."
Shedding light on the
vacancy of beds in Delhi hospitals, Jain said, "Delhi has 18800

00?\PZX]VUP[bTP[[TVPcX^] 00?c^_a^cTbcPVPX]bc
<P]ZX[[bbT[U
fXcWZXcRWT]Z]XUT ^]C!#$&RafPXeTac^SXeTac
<23bP__aXbT_T^_[T
PUcTaPaVd\T]c _T^_[T³bPccT]cX^]bPhb<23
confuse people,” he said.
AAP senior leader Durgesh
fXcWWXbUP\X[h
esponding to the claim Pathak further said “We ^UPaQXcaPahcPgWXZT
made by the Aam Aadmi received a letter from the North
R
over within a year. This is why
Party (AAP) on Wednesday MCD as a clarification. In this
they have planned to com32-year-old engineer regarding waiving off a huge clarification later the civic body
noted
that
the
allegedly committed sui- amount due on South has
A
riticising the Bharatiya pletely loot the MCD and
cide by self inflicted stab Corporation, the North cor- Commissioner of both the CJanata Party (BJP) - ruled destroy the system.
"The Corporations have
injury in his chest using a poration has clarified that the North MCD and the South municipal Corporations for
BC055A4?>AC4AQ =4F34;78

decision to waive off the Rs
2457 Crore was taken because
both the corporations have the
same Commissioner, senior
AAP leader Durgesh Pathak,
who is in-charge of municipal
Corporation said on Thursday.
However, North Mayor Jai
Prakash refuted the statement
saying that no such decision
was taken to waive off any
amount. “The AAP is making
false allegations to divert people’s attention. We have been
protesting against the Delhi
Government demanding due of
Rs 13000 Cr towards the corporations but the AAP in order
to avoid the issue is making
allegation after allegation to

MCD are same that is Gyanesh
Bharti and the decision to
waive of Rs 2457 crores was
taken because both the MCDs
have the same commissioner."
Mayors of all three
Municipal Corporations of
Delhi (MCDs) and BJP councillors continued their protest
on the fourth consecutive day
demanding immediate release
of Corporation’s dues of Rs
13,000 Crore from the Delhi
Government.
South Corporation Mayor
Anamika said that the entire
functionar y
of
Delhi
Government deliberately not
released outstanding amounts
due towards the corporation.

<PbcTa\X]SQTWX]S³7T[[^CPgX´?^]iXbRWT\TWT[S
mind behind the ‘Hello Taxi’
Ponzi scheme through which
he had duped more than 350
people to the tune of Rs 10
crores. Police said that a reward
of Rs 50,000 was declared on
information leading to his
arrest.
The accused has been identified as Surender Singh Bhati,
a resident of Ghazipur, who was
arrested after receiving specific inputs on December 9.
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than 2,000 police personnels
have been deployed in sensitive
locations in the district. The
Gurugram police also keep in
touch with the adjoining districts and state's police to follow
movement of the people,"
Kundu added.
A large number of security personnel, including senior
police officers, were deployed in
all sensitive locations.
Also, the concerned police
officials
of
the
Gurugram police are keep visiting the border area and toll
plaza to take stock of the
preparations.
"Amid farmer's calls to
block the expressway and toll
plaza the Gurugram police are
already on high alert. The number of police forces including a
rapid action force and extra
force have been deputed to
face any untoward situations
across the district, the ACP said.

=^cWX]V[TbbcWP]
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to invest in their company Hello
Taxi and promised to pay higher rate of interest up to 200 per
cent on monthly basis.
“But they neither paid the
interest nor returned the
money. There were more than

900 investors so far and their
amount involved is around Rs
250 crore. During investigation,
it was found that the directors
of the company actively
induced the victims to part
with their money on the pretext
of high returns by investing
into Hello Taxi company,” said
the Joint CP.
“The company accepted
bookings from the investors
without taking approval from
the concerned authorities like
RBI or SEBI. They initially paid
returns to the investors to win
their confidence, but later
stopped the payments after col-

lecting huge amounts and
escaped,” he said.
“The locations of the company also changed frequently to
trap new victims. Initially, the
company started its operation
from Ghaziabad and after a couple of months, they shifted to
Patparganj Industrial Area and
Sector-16, Rohini,” said the
joint CP.
“Police had earlier arrested
Rajesh Mahto and Daisy Vijay
Menon from Delhi and Goa.
Another accused Saroj
Mahapatra was arrested from
Bhubneswar, Odisha on
December 3,” said the Joint CP.

‘hiking’ around 11 different
taxes in Delhi, the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) on Thursday said
that the party will apprise people about this “inhuman” act
and organise a mass movement
to protest against such “arbitrary” tax hike.
However, a senior corporation official said that the
decision to hike taxes has not
been taken yet. "The proposal
was tabled in the budget speech
by Additional Commissioners
and it will go through several
rounds before being passed by
the house," he said.
In the last three days three
MCDs under the BJP have
presented their budgets and
hiked different taxes and the
move will devastate the citizens
who are already broken due to
the effect of the pandemic,
senior AAP leader and MCD
in-charge Durgesh Pathak on
Thursday said, adding that
from the property tax to the
commercial house tax, residential house tax, charges for a
trade license, factory license,
health license are among the 11
different taxes hiked by the BJP
ruled MCD.
Pathak said that at one
side the Kejriwal Government
which has not increased a single tax in the last six years but
doubled the budget and on the
other side the BJP ruled MCD
which has betrayed the people
by arbitrary tax hikes. He said
that the BJP has realised that
their term in MCD is getting

hiked the professional tax
which means now the professionals will have to pay more
for their professions. Now the
people of Delhi will need to pay
betterment tax. They have also
increased the property transfer
tax. If any person in Delhi
wants to open a factory then
the person will be needed to
pay double money for the
license of the factory. The rate
of trade license along with
health license was also hiked.
The AAP leader said that
the corporations also hiked
commercial house tax, residential house tax and charge
for cleaning garbage.
“We completely oppose all
these tax hikes and will protest
and organise a mass movement
against the corruption and
proposed hike,” he said.
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etting a noble precedent, the
CRPF has established a
world class centre to re-skill its
Divyang warriors.
‘Never leave our men
behind’- CRPF's belief in this
mantra is not just limited to battles, but the esprit de corps
entails that CRPF does not leave
its men behind in life too, the
CRPF said in a statement here.
CRPF's National Centre
For Divyang Empowerment
(NCDE)- a centre to skill and
re-skill the Divyang Warriors of
the force who suffered disability while serving the nation was
inaugurated by Minister of
State for Home G Kishan
Reddy.
The NCDE is located at

S

CRPF
Group
Centre
Rangareddy, Telangana and is
equipped with world class facilities attuned and customized to
the needs of the Divyangs.
.Established in proximity to
Hyderabad, the Centre will
empower Divyang Warriors of
the force who suffered disability while serving the nation.
While Divyang Warriors face
extreme challenges physically
and emotionally, their problems can be mitigated by providing them institutionalised
help that will restore pride, self
esteem, and confidence, the
CRPF said.
The NCDE skills Divyang
Warriors for national and international para sports events
and then re-skills them with
vocational and Information
Technology courses so that
they can contribute to the
organisation with pride and
dignity.

In addition to high-tech IT
lab and sports paraphernalia,
the Centre has a state-of-the-art
gym, an ambiently pleasant
lounge for relaxing and recuperating, sauna and steam
treatment infrastructure, physiotherapy room, e-library,
recreation zone and meditation
space among others.
While the para sport training will prepare the Divyang
Warriors for national and international sports competitions,
they will also be skilled in the
field of Information technology and vocational courses by
prestigious institutions like
IIIT Hyderabad and BITS
among others. This will enable
them to serve the nation as
Cyber Warriors.
Congratulating the Force
for this noble initiative, the
Minister in his address said that
this centre is a salute to all the
Bravehearts who have kept the

nation and its citizens before
themselves and their families.
CRPF Director General Dr
AP Maheshwari recounted how
this initiative got further
encouragement when the
Union Home Ministry declared
2020 as “Manav Samvedana
Varsh” for all CAPFs. The DG
assured that the force will continue to work towards the welfare of Divyang Warriors.
The history of CRPF is
replete with exemplary bravery
and insurmountable courage
displayed in its service to the
nation. Numerous Bravehearts
have made supreme sacrifice
and many have suffered serious
injuries to pay the price for this
glory and success. An indebted nation and a proud force
salutes its Bravehearts by providing the Divyang Warriors
the appreciation, confidence,
and support they need in the
form of NCDE, it added.
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JP leaders and Union
Ministers on Thursday conB
demned the attack on the party
chief JP Nadda by alleged TMC
supporters in West Bengal,
saying it is an attack on democracy and the Mamata Banejee
Government will have to
answer to people for this sponsored violence.
They also demanded the
strictest possible action against
the "goons" who carried out the
attack
As the State gears up for the
high-stake assembly polls in
2021, violence has dramatically
escalated between the TMC
and BJP workers with top leaders from both sides engaging in
allegations and the counter
allegations.
The alleged attack on
Nadda is the latest of the violent incidents witnessed by the

State with BJP stepping up its
efforts to put Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on the mat.
Nadda ,this week, inaugurated
the new BJP election office in
Kolkata and nine other offices
in the state.
Deploring the assault on
Nadda, senior BJP leader and
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said this attack is a
reflection of the declining law
and order in the state of West
Bengal.
"The attack on the convoy
of the BJP national president,
should be thoroughly investigated and the responsibility of
this incident should be fixed,"
Singh said in a series of tweets.
Taking note of the attack,
Union Home Minister and former BJP president Amit Shah
said the Bengal government
will have to answer to the
peace-loving people of the state
for
this
sponsored
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s the Covid-19 pandemic is
putting many older adults’
A
social lives on hold, restricting
them within the four walls of
house, health experts have cautioned that this is leaving them
at a greater risk of loneliness
which, in turn, has also been
found to increase the chances
of developing dementia by as
much as 20 per cent. Dementia
is incurable disease in which
memory, thinking, communication and social abilities deteriorate over the period of time.
The doctors also warned
that due to the aging population with which we are faced,
dementia is an emerging pandemic in India.
“Evidence shows social isolation has many implications
for older adults, including

depression, generalized anxiety
disorders, decreased sleep, and
functional impairment. In the
long run, if the isolation continues chronically, say more
than six months, it may accelerate cardiovascular and brain
aging and dementia,” said Dr
Prasun Chatterjee, Associate
Professor, Department of
Geriatric Medicine, AIIMS,
Delhi.
However, the families can
take this opportunity to revive
the age-old connections
between the youth and older
adults which can have win-win
situation for both the generation, said Dr Chatterjee who
has also penned a book ‘Health
and Wellbeing in Late Life’
which dwells in detail about the
old age-related problems
including dementia and stroke,
cancer to name a few and that

how they can be positively
tackled through clinical and
non-clinical means.
“During normal times,
patients affected by dementia
are very vulnerable people and
are hugely dependent on family or professional caregivers in
their everyday life.
“This Covid-19 pandemic

worsens their vulnerability
directly, because of the virus’
morbidity and mortality and,
indirectly, because of the lack
of social and healthcare support
which they depend upon.
The double shock of
dementia and Covid-19 pandemics has raised major concerns for people with demen-

tia but also their caregivers,” a
study published in Journal of
Alzheimer’s Disease Report
too has raised concerns about
the growing health risk among
adults.
Dr Chaterjee suggests that
older adults can be encouraged
to use digital platforms which
will improve their social interactions through intergenerational experience sharing.
He referred to a study
which showed that older adults
who provided internet-based
tutoring to fifth-grade students
became comfortable using
computers, had improvements
in mood, and had an enhanced
quality of life from the interactions.
“It would prevent social
isolation in the older adults and
the youth would be enriched
through social connection and

knowledge sharing with older
friends,” said Dr Chaterjee
who through his NGO Healthy
Aging India has been successfully implementing an intergenerational learning model
in various states in the country.
According to health
experts, as India’s population
ages, the number of people
with dementia and Alzheimer’s
is set to rise to 7.6 million by
2030.
This figure is set to rise to
7.6 million in 2030, according
to the Dementia in India
Report 2020 published by the
Alzheimer’s and Related
Disorders Society of India
(ARDSI). Treatments —
including cognitive retraining
and medication in the early
stages — can help slow the progression of the disorder, but
can’t cure it, it said.

violence.
"Bengal has descended into
an era of tyranny, anarchy and
darkness under the Trinamool
rule. The manner in which
political violence has been
institutionalized and brought to
the extreme in West Bengal
under TMC rule is sad and
worrying," Shah also said in a
series of tweets.
Union Ministers Narendra
Singh Tomar and Piyush Goyal
also deplored the attack in a
press conference on farm laws
dubbed it as an attack on
democracy in West Bengal.
"Attack on our national
president J P Nadda and senior
party
leader
Kailash
Vijayvargiya is a deplorable
act. There is a complete breakdown of law and order in West
Bengal," Tomar said.
Attacking the TMC-led
government in the state for
alleged assault on BJP chief,

Goyal said it is an attack on
democracy and attempts have
been made to muzzle democratic processes in the state. He
demanded the strictest possible
action against the "goons"
behind the attack.
Nadda's convoy came
under attack allegedly by the
TMC supporters when he was
on way to Diamond Harbour to
address a meeting of party
workers, resulting in injury to
several leaders including the
party general secretary Kailash
Vijayvargiya.
In a recent party reshuffle,
Nadda while retaining
Vijayvargiya as in-charge of the
state had also appointed BJP IT
Cell (social media) head Amit
Malviya as the co-in-charge of
the West Bengal, recognising
the key role of social media in
the high-voltage and competitive poll campaigning vis-vis
the TMC.
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he Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has
T
arrested a Superintendent of
Post, Contai Division,
Midnapore (East), West Bengal
for demanding and accepting a
bribe of C1.3 lakh from the
complainant.
The arrest comes after the
CBI registered a case under relevant provisions of the
Prevention of Corruption Act
on a complaint from Postal
Assistant, Manglamaro Sub
Office, Contai Division, East
Midnapore.
"It was alleged that the
accused had demanded Rs 1.5
lakh for issuing the relieving

order of the complainant who
was on transfer," the agency
said in a statement.
The CBI laid a trap and
caught the accused red handed while demanding and
accepting the bribe of Rs 1.3
lakh from the complainant.
Searches were conducted at
the residence and office
premises of the accused, at
Midnapore (East) which led to
recovery of about Rs.3.62 lakh
in cash and incriminating documents, the agency said.
The accused Bikas Kanti
Mishra was produced before
the Court of Special Judge, CBI,
Cases, Kolkata and was
remanded to Judicial Custody
till December 23.
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nion Education Minister
U
Ramesh
Pokhriyal
Nishank on Thursday said that
the suggestion of JEE (Main)
2021 to be held four times in a
year is being examined on a
positive note and if implemented then such a pattern will
begin in the end of February
(thereafter in March, April &
May-2021) for 3-4 days during
each time.
The Education Minister
said this while speaking about
a host of issues during his virtual interaction with teachers,
parents and students across
the country on the upcoming

competitive and board exams.
Nishank stated that in
order to provide flexibility and
reduce stress, engineering aspirants may have to appear one/
two/ three/ four times in JEE
(Main) 2021 for admission in
the coming academic year.
The Minister stated that the
exam will be held once in every
month, beginning end of
February. The candidate will
have option to appear in one/ all
months. For ranking of candidate, his/ her best performance
will be considered, he informed.
In a question relating to
syllabus and dates of NEET, the
Minister clarified that the
schedule for NEET (UG) 2021
is being finalized in consultation with the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
and National Medical
Commission (NMC). The
same would be declared in

near future, he said.
Nishank further said that
the syllabus for JEE (Main
2021) will remain same as the
previous year.
He also mentioned that
competitive exams such as
NEET and JEE were held successfully and safety of each and
every student undertaking the
exam was also ensured amidst
the Covid pandemic.Speaking
on the occasion, Nishank said
that the students are the brand
ambassadors of the National
Education Policy-2020.
He also expressed happiness that a toll free tele-counselling facility for the students
was started by the Ministry,
providing counselling services
to students in India and several countries abroad.
Informing about the Board
Examinations of class 10th and
class 12th, the Minister said

that the consultations with the
stakeholders are in progress for
deciding the dates of Board
examinations and it will be
announced soon based on the
feedback
from
stakeholders.
During the interaction on
the safety with students
Reopening of Schools for the
students appearing for boards,
Pokhriyal said that the
Department of School
Education and Literacy,
Ministry of Education has
already issued SOP/Guidelines
for reopening of schools which
deals with health and safety
aspects for reopening schools
and
learning
with
physical/social distancing and
the academic aspects related to
the delivery of education.
Ministries are constantly in
contact with states, he
added.
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he Supreme Court on
Thursday asked the Jammu
and Kashmir High Court to
decide on December 21 the
pleas seeking review of its verdict
scrapping the Roshni Act which
conferred proprietary rights to
occupants of State land.A bench
headed by Justice N V Ramana
considered the oral assurance of
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta,
who appeared for the Jammu
and Kashmir administration,
that no coercive action will be
taken against those petitioners
who have approached the top
court in the matter as they are
not "land grabbers or unauthorised people".
The bench, also comprising
justices Surya Kant and
Aniruddha Bose, said that it will
hear in January last week the
appeals filed before it challeng-

T

ing the October 9 verdict of the
high court.
Mehta apprised the apex
court that the Union Territory of
Jammu and Kashmir has already
filed a review petition in the high
court and said that the authority is "not against bonafide and
common people who are not
land grabbers".The bench said
that pendency of appeals before
the apex court would not come
in the way of the high court in
deciding the review petitions
pending there.
The Jammu and Kashmir
High Court had on October 9
declared the Roshni Act "illegal,
unconstitutional and unsustainable", and ordered a CBI probe
into the allotment of land under
this law.
The Roshni Act was enacted in 2001 with the twin objective of generating resources for
financing power projects and
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New Delhi: The Executive Committee of the Supreme Court Bar
Association has resolved to condemn the use of force and repressive measures against farmers protesting against the Centre’s new
agri laws.The SCBA committee has called upon all concerned to
uphold and protect the constitutional right of all citizens to peaceful protest."The Executive Committee of the Supreme Court Bar
Association has been dismayed to read reports in the media about
the use of brute force to break up peaceful protests, where citizens
raise their voices against State actions which they believe denigrate
their basic rights.
"The recent legislation on farm produce, which exclude the jurisdiction of civil courts, followed by use of force to prevent the farmers from holding non violent protests for their rights is a case in
point. The farmers have sought to present their views on the legislations which in their opinion infringe their rights," the committee said in a release.
PTI
conferment of proprietary rights

to the occupants of State land.
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he
Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has arrestT
ed four accused persons for
alleged money laundering in a
case related to collective investment scheme fraud of over Rs
1100 crore by Chennai-based

firms.
The ED had initiated investigation under PMLA against
Disc Assets Lead India Limited,
Chennai and others based on
FIR registered by Economic
Offence Wing, Tamil Nadu
Police under various Indian
Penal Code Sections relating to

cheating, criminal conspiracy
and criminal breach of trust on
the basis of a complaint
received from the public.
Disc Assets Lead India
Limited, Chennai collected
money under various schemes,
stating that the customers
would pay a fixed amount

every month for a fixed period
by the end of which they were
promised lands. But the
Company defaulted and no
lands were allotted.
The SEBI had initiated
inquiries against the Company,
stating that they were doing
business of collective investment scheme for which SEBI’s
permission was not taken.
Then, the Company in order to
circumvent these SEBI provi-

sions, started collecting money
from the Customers through
another Company styled as

Dal Marketing Solutions
Limited.
The amount declared to be
collected by the Company from
the customers was Rs 1,137
crores. But lots of inconsistencies were found between the
data submitted by the Directors
and the data from the banks.
"Investigations under
PMLA revealed that, the
amounts collected have been
diverted in the form of invest-

ment in various subsidiaries,
royalty, donations, land
advance, commission etc. to
many entities in which their
immediate family members
/close relatives / employees of
DISC were the key managerial personnel," the agency said
in a statement.
Based on the investigations conducted so far, the
four key persons were arrested.
The arrested accused are

NM Umashankar, CMD of
Disc Assets Lead India
Limited,N Arunkumar alias N
Arun, Director of Disc Assets,
V Janarthanan, MD
of Disc Assets Lead India and
Saravanakumar, Director of
Dal Marketing Solutions.
The arrested accused were
produced before Sessions
Court, Chennai and were
remanded to judicial custody
for 14 days.
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ith no let-up in the pollution level in the national capital, the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) on
Thursday issued notices to over
half-a-dozen Central and State
Government Departments and
agencies in NCR-Delhi region
for not adhering to rules and
regulations related to construction, demolition and disposal of debris.
The CPCB has also cautioned them “to strictly adhere
to the rules and regulations
relating to building construction,
disposal
of
demolition/debris/waste and
dust management, or else the
building works will be
stopped.”
Union
Environment
Minister Prakash Javadekar
stressed on the need to bring
together all agencies to tackle

W

pollution in Delhi area. "All
agencies have to fight pollution
in Delhi; only then the people
of Delhi will get a little relief. I
urge all agencies to ensure
strict compliance with construction and demolition waste
management rules and effective
dust management."
He also said that pollution
level in Delhi is much higher
when compared to other metros like Hyderabad, Mumbai,
Chennai and a few others
which has similar number of
vehicle and population because
of its unique geographical location which results in suspended
particles
in
the
environment.
According to an official
from the Ministry, a law was
enacted by the Centre for the
management of building and
demolition waste four years
ago.
There are also strict rules

for dust management at building sites to prevent
pollution.
As many as 50 teams set up
to prevent pollution in the
National Capital Region found
during checking that the rules
pertaining to construction projects/words are not allegedly
getting followed by several
government institutions.
Authorities came across
alleged violation of rules at construction sites of Delhi Public
Works Department (PWD)
projects at Delhi Gate, Moti
Bagh, Mandi House, and Tilak
Lane. Similarly, CPCB member-secretary Prashant Gargav
issued notices pertaining to
sites of Delhi State Industrial
Development Corporation,
Delhi Jal Board, DDA, CPWD,
DMRC, NHAI and MTNL,
and asked them to adhere to
rules,
said
the
official.
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eople with pre-diabetes or
diabetes who live in ozoneP
polluted areas may have an
increased risk for developing
interstitial lung disease, an
irreversible disease also known
as pulmonary fibrosis with a
high mortality rate, says a
study.
Given that India has a high
number of diabetics at 77 million while polluted air including ozone has caused more
roughly 1.6 million annual
deaths in the country, these
findings should concern the
authorities in the backdrop of
Covid-19 crisis. More so, as
Covid-19 is a respiratory ailment lungs are the most commonly affected organ.
"Our findings are especially important today as we're
in the midst of the Covid-19
pandemic, where we have great
concern regarding the conver-

gence of health effects from air
pollution and SARS-CoV-2 in
susceptible populations like
people with diabetes,” said
James Wagner, lead author and
associate professor for the MSU
College of Veterinar y
Medicine's Department of
Pathobiology and Diagnostic
Investigation. The study is
published in the journal
Environmental
Health
Perspectives.
Ozone - a gas often
referred to as "smog" - is known
to exacerbate certain lung diseases, such as asthma and
rhinitis, which are primarily
upper airway diseases.
However, this is for the first
time, the researchers have suggested an association between
high ozone concentrations and
adverse health effects in the
deep lung, which cause difficulty breathing due to lung
restriction
and
stiffness.
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… but we will not let that happen as we will not let
Citizenship Amendment Act
and NRC take place in Bengal.”
The Government was acting in a dictatorial manner with
merely 300 MPs she alleged
saying “when Rajiv Gandhi
came to power with 400 MPs
he could also have done similar things, but he did not do so
because he believed in democracy… this party (read BJP) is
planning to do to India what
Hitler, Mussolini did to their
countries.”
Elsewhere the ruling TMC
on Thursday rolled out a performance chart of the
Government indicating that
the party was going to polls on
development issues. Booklets
were released by the ministers
in a programme where the
government’s department wise
achievements and schemes
have been shown. The booklets
would be distributed in all the
Assembly constituencies,
Minister
Chandrima
Bhattacharya said.
PNS
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repeal of such laws,” asked
Palaniswami.
“As a proud farmer, I know the
sufferings of the agricultural community, caused by the inability to
get adequate prices for the produce
due to various reasons. I support
the laws as they will protect agriculture and the interests of the
farmers,” said the chief minister
who waded through paddy fields
in Thiruvarur ,fully and partially
inundated due to heavy rains
caused by Cyclones Nivar and
Burevi.
Interacting with the farmers
who were affected by the cyclones,
he assured that all of them would
be suitably compensated once the
survey by the department officials
was completed.
Palaniswamy also welcomed
Tuesday’s Supreme Court verdict
giving green signal for the 277.3 km
lonh Chennai-Krishnagiri-Salem
state-of-the art National Highway
project worth Rs 10, 000 crore. A
number of organisations had
approached the apex court challenging the Government’s move to
go ahead with land acquisition for
the
eight-lane
Greenfield Highway which would
bring down the travel time by half.

Kolkata: Expressing solidarity
with the farmers’ movement
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday came
down heavily on the BJP
Government for its “mischievous intentions” to rob the
farmers, working class and
poor to pay the rich.
Demanding immediate
withdrawal of the triple laws
Banerjee alleged “after the new
laws the food grains like rice
and wheat, potato, onion, edible oil will go to the corporate
godowns which are coming up
at various places,” adding the
impact of the law might not be
immediately felt … but its
signs will come to be realised
during the summer when there
will be shortage of eatables and
the potato will sell for Rs 40 and
onion will sell for Rs 80.”
She was speaking at a dharna site where the TMC had
been protesting against the
farm laws for the past three
days. The pro-farmer programmes would be continued
througout the State till

December 21, she said.
Saying that the Centre was
showing false sympathy for
the Bengal farmers she said
how “the FCI purchased 71
lakh tons of rice from
Telengana, 111 tons from
Andhra Pradesh while they
purchased only 71,000 tons
from Bengal … which shows
that there concern for the people of Bengal is fake much like
their claims and propaganda
materials.”
Alleging that the Narendra
Modi Government was planning to make India a dictatorial state she said “they are
telling about one nation one
man which is true to a presidential and not parliamentary
rule … they are breaking the
federal structure of the state
which can be seen from their
sudden decisions … like the
ones during demonetisation,
partial selling of the railway
stocks, divesting of Air India,
plans to sell BSNL and Coal
India and merging of the prime
Bengal bank with other banks
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Srinagar: The Jammu and
Kashmir police have arrested
one terrorist associate linked to
the proscribed terror outfit
Jemaat Awantipora in south
Kashmir on Thursday, officials said.
The police said that the
accused has been identified as
Irshad Ahmad Reshi, a resident
of Tral.
“He was involved in providing logistic support and
shelter to terrorists and aiding
transportation of arms, ammunition and explosive materials
in Tral and Awantipora areas,”
the police said.
IANS

Jammu: Barring a few incidents of violence both in
Jammu and Kashmir divisions,
the fifth phase of polling during District Development
council polls passed off peacefully with over 51 percent voter
turnout on Thursday.
Addressing a press conference in Jammu late Thursday
evening State Election
Commissioner KK Sharma
said, “Jammu division recorded over 66 percent voter
turnout while Kashmir region
witnessed 33.57 percent voter
turnout during the fifth phase
of polling across 37 constituencies, 17 in Kashmir and
20 in Jammu region”.
The frontier districts of

Rajouri and Poonch recorded
the highest voter turnout of 70
percent in Jammu region while
Bandipora and Kupwara witnessed over 50 percent polling
in Kashmir region followed by
Budgam which witnessed over
45 percent polling.
Referring to the sporadic
incidents of violence reported
from Anantnag and Rajouri,
the SEC said, “FIR's were
booked by the local police in
both the cases to identify the
miscreants involved in these
incidents”. He said, barring
few incidents the polling
process was completed peacefully across Jammu and
Kashmir.
In both the regions,

dappadi Palaniswami, Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu lambasted the agitation being staged in
national capital New Delhi allegedly by farmers from Punjab and
Haryana. Speaking to farmers in
the Cauvery delta districts of
Thiruvarur and Nagapattinam, he
said he fully endorsed the Centre’s
new agricultural laws which were
in response to the long pending
demands of farmers in the country.
The chief minister said that
farmers in Punjab had been under
the control of agents and middlemen since long. “Since the new
laws have provisions to save the
farmers from the exploitation of
middlemen and agents, they have
instigated the farmers to protest,”
said Palaniswami. He said the
Opposition DMK which is
demanding the repeal of the laws
was playing to the gallery.
“The DMK’s election manifesto of 2016 assembly election had
demanded the implementation of
reforms which have been enacted
by the Centrenow. How can they
make a vault face and ask for the

E

Centurions led from the front
and walked on foot, with help
from close family members, to
cast their precious vote with an
aim to strengthen the grass root
democracy in J&k. Women
and first timers also participated in large numbers and
waited for their turn outside
polling stations.
The
State Election
Commissioner KK Sharma
himself posted over half a
dozen images of voters, including centurions from Ramban,
Kathua, Baramulla and other
district headquarters to motivate common voters to participate in the polling process.
In Anantnag a few miscreants attempted to disrupt the

poll process and when media
teams arrived on the scene the
security personnel,deployed in
the Sirigufwara area struggled
to restore order and prevent
chaotic scenes.
In the melee few media
persons alleged they were manhandled by one of the senior
district police officers. Their
camera equipment was also
seized by the police team. In
another incident workers
belonging to two different
political parties clashed outside
a polling station in Rajouri.
Some of the workers who
were attacked by the workers of
a regional party received
injuries and rushed to a nearby hospital.
PNS
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ontinuing its investigations
into the Bollywood-drug
C
mafia nexus case, the Narcotics
Control Bureau on Thursday
arrested a celebrity hair-stylist
and a drug peddler along with
16 packets of cocaine.
Identifying the arrested
persons as hairstylist Suraj
Godambe and the drug peddler
Lalchandra Yadav, NCB’s Zonal
Director said that while Yadav
– an autorickshaw driver – was
the supplier, Godambe a popular makeup artist and hair
stylist and has worked for some
leading production houses –
was the receiver.
After a raid near “Meera
Tower” at posh Oshiwara area
Andheri in north-west
Mumbai, the NCB sleuths
seized 16 pockets of cocaine
(gross weight 17.6 grams) and
drug proceeds amounting to Rs

56,000 and arrested Godambe
and Yadav in connection with
the seizure.
“The duo was caught near
Meera Tower in Oshiwara,
Andheri (west) and succeeded
in affecting the seizure of 16
packets of cocaine (gross
weight 17.6 grams), along with
auto-rickshaw and drug proceeds amounting Rs 56,000.
Later, on opening the cocaine
packets, the net weight of
cocaine in all 16 packets was
found to be 11 grams,” an
NCB release said.
Both Godambe and Yadav
were produced subsequently
before the Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate Court, which
remanded them in NCB custody till December 16.
The preliminary investigations have revealed that Yadav
used to supply cocaine on
behalf of a Nigerian syndicate.
The arrests and seizure
come on the heels of seizure of
Malana Cream Hash worth
around Rs. 2.50 crore and the

arrest of the supplier Jinendra
Jain alias Rigel Mahakal in the
early hours of Wednesday.
While the arrest of
Mahakal and seizure of Malana
Cream Hash from him and
another drug supplier had
come after the revelation made
during the custodial interrogation no Anuj Keshwani, one
of the accused in the Sushant
Singh Rajput death-related
drug case, the latest arrest has
been made in the Bollywooddrug mafia case.
Informed NCB sources said
that the agency had for the four
months been keeping a close
watch on the drug peddling that
goes in the western suburbs of
Bandra, Khar Juhu, Santacruz
and Andheri where most
prominent people from
Bollywood and entertainment
industry live.
Godambe has been associated with many celebrities in
Bollywood and television industry. Cocaine is believed to be
most sought after drug among

the celebrities. The drug peddlers have had a roaring business during the lockdown period when most celebrities have
confined themselves to homes.
The NCB has registered
two drugs cases in the wake of
the investigations launched by
the CBI into the death of actor
Sushant Singh Rajput in June
this year upon the directive
issued by the Supreme Court.
While the first drug case relates
to the actor’s death, the case is
the Bollywood-drug mafia
nexus case.
Sushant, it may be recalled,
was found hanging from a
ceiling fan in his closed room
of his duplex flat at Mont
Blanc building at Bandra’s
Carter Road in north-west
Mumbai on June 14.
More than 25 persons
–including Sushant’s girlfriend
Rhea Chakraborty and her
brother Showik --- have been
arrested and a large number of
persons have been questioned
in connection with a case reg-

istered by the NCB on August
28, two days after it registered
a case suo moto. Subsequently,
Rhea was granted conditional
bail by the Bombay High Court
in the Sushant death-related
drug case on October 7, 2020.
As part of the investigations into the second case, the
NCB had earlier questioned
Bollywood’s prominent actresses Deepika Padukone, Sara Ali
Khan, Shraddha Kapoor and
Rakul Preet Singh.
In connection with the
second case – described as a
Bollywood-drug mafia nexus
case, the NCB arrested Bharti
Singh, her husband Harsh
Limbachiyaa and film producer Firoz A. Nadiadwala’s wife
Shabana Saeed last month.
Last month, the NCB also
raided the residence of
Bollywood actor Arjun
Rampal, questioned him and
his live-in partner Gabriella
Demetriades and arrested his
Australian-architect friend
Paul Bartel.
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NCP’s national spokesperson Nawab
launching “surgical strikes’ against Pakistan
LQ.HUDOD
Malik and State Spokesperson Mahesh
and China.
"If a Union Minister has information Tapase also demanded Danve’s removal
nion Minister of State Raosaheb
Danve on Thursday landed in the that China and Pakistan have a hand from the cabinet for his statement.
U
“The farmers’ agitation is inspired by
soup over his controversial statement that behind the farmers' agitation, then, the
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Thiruvananthapuram: As
many as 4,470 more coronavirus cases were recorded in
Kerala on Thursday after
52,769 samples were tested,
taking the active cases to
59,517, Health Minister KK
Shailaja said.
She said 4,847 more
patients have tested negative,
taking the total recoveries to
5,91,845.
A total of 26 more Covid
deaths took the state's death toll
to 2,533.
Across the state, 3,16,491
persons were under observation at various places, including 13,924 in hospitals. IANS

Pakistan and China were behind the
ongoing farmers’ protests in the country,
with the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
leaders slamming him and demanding his
ouster from the Narendra Modi
Cabinet.
A day after he alleged that there
appeared to be a “conspiracy” involving
Pakistan and China behind the ongoing
farmers’ protests, the MVA leaders upped
the ante against Danve for his “irresponsible” statement and said that the minister’s statement was clear indicator to the
fact that the NDA government continued
to be “blatantly indifferent” towards the
plight of the agitating farmers.
While the Congress demanded that
Danve be “kicked out” of the Union
Cabinet, the Shiv Sena said that if the BJP
was sure of the involvement of Pakistan
and China in the “conspiracy” behind the
protests, then the NDA government
should launch “surgical strikes’ against the
two country. A minister in the MVA cabinet said that time had come to enter the
house of Danve and beat him for his “questionable” statement.
Talking to media persons, Shiv Sena
MP and spokesperson Sanjay Raut said
that the Modi government should take
Danve’s statement and lose no time in

Defence Minister should immediately
conduct a surgical strike on China and Pak.
The President, Prime Minister, Home
Minister and Chiefs of the Armed Forces
should discuss this issue seriously," Raut
said.
Rooting for Danve’s ouster from the
Union Cabinet, Maharashtra State
Congress general secretary Sachin Sawant
said: “We have come to such a pass that
the current ruling dispensation dubs all the
opposition leaders and those opposing it
as traitors. This is a reflection of the rule
of dictatorship prevalent in the country.
During the past six years, the ruling party
leaders see conspiracy behind each of the
protests that places in the country”.
By alleging that Pakistan and China
were behind the ongoing farmers’ protests,
Danve has called the farmers as traitors.
That goes to prove that we do not have
democracy in the country. All we have is
Modishahi in the county. We condemn
Danve’s statement and demand his removal
from the Union Cabinet, “Sawant said.
Minister of State Omprakash B. Kadu,
alias Bachchu Kadu said last time he had
laid siege outside Danve’s home, and
warned that "now, the situation is such that
we will enter his home and beat him up”
for his anti-farmer utterances.

Mahatma Gandhi’s call for Civil
Disobedience in 1930 and now they are
exercising their constitutional right to
oppose the draconian anti-farmers bill,”
Tapase said.
Tapse said it is absolutely shameful that
the agitating farmers have lost their trust
in the NDA government which remained
“blatantly indifferent” to their plight.
“The NDA Government should learn
from history where dictatorial regimes
have been overthrown by agrarian revolutions across the world,” Malik said.
Malik and Tapase said that when NCP
President Sharad Pawar was Union
Agriculture Minister in the UPA I & II, he
always insisted on higher MSP which in
turn yielded higher food production that
helped the country’s food security concerns.
“The UPAs policies increased the
financial earnings of farmers, but today the
agriculturists are worried about loss of
earnings with the 3 new farm laws which
throws them at the mercy of the corporate
houses,” Malik said.
Meanwhile, Minister of State
Omprakash B. Kadu, alias Bachchu Kadu
caused a minor stir in the state political circles when he said that time had come to
enter the house of Danve and beat him.

Jalaun (UP): A five-year-old Dalit girl was allegedly gangraped by two minor boys in a village situated in Aata police
circle area of Jalaun district in Uttar Pradesh, police said
on Thursday. The girl was allegedly lured away while she
was playing near her house and then gang-raped on
Wednesday by the boys living in Sanghi village.
The girl's father claimed that three boys were involved
in the crime but the police said only two were involved.
The police has registered a case against two minors and
arrested them, said Additional Superintendent of Police Dr
Avadhesh Singh. The girl was first rushed to a hospital for
treatment but referred to the Jhansi Medical College since
her condition was critical.
IANS
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Bhadohi (Uttar Pradesh): 26-year-old woman allegedly
committed suicide after consuming “sindoor” (vermilion)
when her husband refused to take her along to Surat where
he worked, police said.
Station officer (SO) of Suryava police station, Pradeep
Kumar, said. “Vikas Bind, a resident of Danpur village, married Saraswati Devi three years ago. Vikas used to work in
Surat district of Gujarat and had come home during the
lockdown.
“Four days ago, he left for Surat. Saraswati wanted to
accompany her husband, but Vikas insisted that she stayed
at home and looked after their two-and-half-year-old child,”
said Kumar.
The SO said Saraswati consumed 'sindoor' after Vikas
left for Surat, but it was not clear how much of the substance
she had consumed.
“As Saraswati's condition deteriorated, she was admitted to a hospital where she died on Wednesday,” the police
officer said.
IANS
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15-year-old girl was
A
allegedly thrown off the
terrace of a building by a youth
after a failed rape attempt,
police said.
The girl was rushed to the
district hospital with multiple
fractures, from where the doctors referred her to a trauma
centre in a critical condition.
The incident took place in
Civil Lines on Tuesday night
and the accused was arrested
on Wednesday evening.
Rampur
Additional
Superintendent of Police (ASP)
Arun Kumar Singh said the
accused, a resident of the
Pahari Gate area under the
Civil Lines police station, has
been booked under several
sections. These are: 354 (assault
or criminal force to woman
with intent to outrage her
modesty), 323 (punishment
for voluntarily causing hurt),
325 (punishment for voluntarily causing grievous hurt) of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) and
appropriate sections of the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.
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caught him.
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His leg was injured due to
he most wanted criminal
Panaji: The new anti-cow
slaughter bill passed in the
Karnataka state Assembly on
Wednesday is likely to paralyse
beef sales in Goa, a state which
is largely reliant on the southern state to fulfill its demand
for live cattle or slaughtered
beef.
“The new law prohibits
even the transport of cattle with
a jail term. This will make it
near impossible for us to bring
live cattle to Goa for slaughter,”
Manna Bepari, president of
Quraishi Meat Traders
Association, said on Thursday.
Majority of the beef sold in
Goa is sourced from the neighbouring state of Karnataka,
especially from the border district of Belgavi. On an average,
Goa consumes nearly 25 tonnes
of beef everyday, and the
demand rises during the
tourism season which stretches from October to March.
The red meat is commonly consumed by tourists, as well
as by the members of the
minority communities in the
state, which account for more
than 30 per cent of the population.
Over the last few years,
supply of beef in Goa's meat
stores has been inconsistent on
account of erratic functioning
of the state's only authorised
abattoir, the Goa Meat
Complex, which is allowed to
slaughter cattle. Raids by cow
vigilante groups on trucks
transporting live cattle as well
as slaughtered beef from
Karnataka have also taken a toll
on the easy availability of the
red meat.
IANS

Sandeep Chauhan, resident
T
of Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh, has

been arrested by Udyog Nagar
police station in Bharatpur.
Sandeep Chauhan is accused of
many crimes in Uttar Pradesh.
He had recently demanded a
ransom of Rs 50 and 20 lakhs
from two people in the estuary
of Bharatpur.
Bharatpur Deputy
Superintendent of Police Satish
Kumar Verma said that
Sandeep Chauhan is a
resident of Harduagunj in
Aligarh, UP.
He has been taken on
police remand for two days. 3
days ago, it was reported that
Sandeep Chauhan is staying on
rent in a house while absconding. It was under siege led by
police officer Chandra
Prakash.
To escape from the police,
he jumped from the roof of the
house and escaped from his car
parked in the back, but the

a jump. Seized nine mm caliber
country-made pistols and nine
live cartridges from his possession. Constable Girdhari
Lal's leg was also injured while
catching Sandeep Chauhan.
District Superintendent of
Police Amandeep Singh
Kapoor said that more than 24
cases against Sandeep Chauhan
have been registered in various
police stations of Uttar Pradesh
and Rajasthan.
On November 22, 2020, he,
along with two of his associates,
shot and killed Himanshu
Jewelers owner Rohitash
Verma in Narora, Bulandshahr.
In September this year, in
Jaipur, Arvind Singh was beaten and demanded a ransom of
20 lakhs. In the year 2012, he
committed a robbery at SBI
Bank in Purana Ricoh area of
??Bharatpur in which he was
jailed in Saver Jail, Bharatpur
for 8 years. Came out of jail in
December 2019.
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ALIGARH: The Faculty of
Unani Medicine, Aligarh
Muslim University, in association with the Indian Integrated
Community
Health
Association (IICHA) and
Simnan Imperial Guild (Sig),
organized the 2nd IICHA
National E-Symposium online
on “People Access to
Healthcare without the
Prospects of Financial
Hardship” marking the centenary celebration of AMU.
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,QKHULWRUVRIFXOWXUH
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7KH30PD\KDYHGHGLFDWHGSDHDQVWRWKHFRQFHSWZKLOHOD\LQJWKH
IRXQGDWLRQVWRQHIRUDQHZ3DUOLDPHQWEXWLVKLV*RYWKRQRXULQJLW"

:

LOODUREXVW3DUOLDPHQWEXLOGLQJLQNHHSLQJZLWK
WKHQHHGVRIWKHVWFHQWXU\DOVRQXUWXUHWKH
ULJKWVSLULWRIWKHLQVWLWXWLRQRIGHPRFUDF\"3ULPH
0LQLVWHU1DUHQGUD0RGLZKLOHOD\LQJWKHIRXQGDWLRQVWRQH
RIDQHZ3DUOLDPHQWEXLOGLQJVRXQGHGWKHULJKWQRWHV
VD\LQJWKHVWUXFWXUHZRXOGEHDQDPDOJDPDWLRQRIWKH
ROGDQGQHZ+HFRQVFLRXVO\WKUHDGHGWKHWKHPHRIFRQ
WLQXLW\ZLWKWKHSDVWVD\LQJGHPRFUDF\KDGEHHQLQVSLUHG
E\RXUKLVWRU\WKDWLWZDVRXUVRXODQGWKDWLW´ZRQ·WEH
ORQJEHIRUHWKHZRUOGZRXOGVD\WKDW,QGLDLVWKH0RWKHU
RI'HPRFUDF\µ2QWKHIDFHRILWRQHFRXOGLQWHUSUHWWKH
3ULPH0LQLVWHU·VK\SHUEROLFVSHHFKDVZHOOPHDQWEXW
JLYHQWKHFUDFNGRZQRQGLVVHQWGXULQJKLVWHQXUHRQHFDQQRWKHOSEXWZRQGHULIKLVVSHHFK
ZDVPHDQWWRREYLDWHWKDWFULWLFLVP3DUWLFXODUO\ZKHQYRLFHVLQWKHHVWDEOLVKPHQWKDYH
QRWH[DFWO\EHHQVXSSRUWLYHRIWKHSDUWLFLSDWRU\DQGDFFRPPRGDWLYHQDWXUHRIGHPRFUD
F\2UUHVSHFWHGWKHULJKWWRGLVVHQWPRVWRIWHQHTXDWLQJLWZLWKDQWLQDWLRQDOLVP-XVWWKH
RWKHUGD\8QLRQ0LQLVWHU5DYL6KDQNDU3UDVDGKDGWRVWHSLQWRQHXWUDOLVH1LWL$D\RJ&(2
$PLWDEK.DQW·VREVHUYDWLRQDERXWWKHSHULOVRI´WRRPXFKGHPRFUDF\µ$WDZHELQDUWKH
VHQLRURIILFLDOKDGVDLGLWZDV´WRXJKµWRSXVKUHIRUPVLQ,QGLDEHFDXVH´ZHDUHWRRPXFK
RIDGHPRFUDF\µVRXQGLQJXQIRUWXQDWHO\OLNH&KLQHVHREVHUYHUVZKREHOLHYHWKDWGHPRF
UDF\LQ,QGLDLVSURKLELWLYH7KHLPSRUWRI.DQW·VUHPDUNVZDVQRWORVWFRQVLGHULQJWKH
*RYHUQPHQWLVEHVLHJHGE\IDUPHUVDJLWDWLQJRYHUQHZODZVWKDWZHUHSXVKHGGRZQWKHLU
WKURDWVLJQRULQJFRQVXOWDWLYHSURFHVVHVEHWZHHQVWDNHKROGHUV7KHIDUPHUVDUHQRWVR
PXFKDJDLQVWPDUNHWHFRQRPLFVDVWKH\DUHXSVHWE\WKHODFNRIH[SODLQHUVRQKRZLW
ZRXOGGLVDGYDQWDJHWKHPRUQRWYLVDYLVWKHELJIRRGFRUSRUDWLRQVDQGZKHWKHUWKH\ZRXOG
KDYHSULFHJXDUDQWHHVFRQVLGHULQJWKHPLQLPXPVXSSRUWSULFH 063 LWVHOILVXQUHPX
QHUDWLYHDWWKHPRPHQWDQGZRXOGEHLPSDFWHGE\RSHQPDUNHWRSHUDWLRQV:KLOHWKHIDUP
ODZVDGGUHVVWKHQHHGIRUVWUXFWXUDOUHIRUPLQWKHDJULFXOWXUHVHFWRULQDSDQGHPLFVWUHVVHG
HFRQRP\DOOWKDWWKHIDUPHUVUHDOO\ZDQWLVWKDWZKLOHILJKWLQJGHEWVWKH\VKRXOGQRWEH
FKHDWHGRXWRUH[SORLWHGIXUWKHU1RERG\LVH[SHFWLQJWKH*RYHUQPHQWWREHZHOIDULVWDOO
WKHWLPHEXWHYHU\ERG\LVFHUWDLQO\H[SHFWLQJWRWUXVWLWRQLWVZRUG7KDWKDVQRWKDS
SHQHG7KH*RYHUQPHQWFRXOGKDYHHPSDWKHWLFDOO\KDQGKHOGWKHPWKURXJKWKHFKDQJH
UDWKHUWKDQDWWULEXWLQJGHVWUXFWLYHPRWLYHVWRWKHPRUGHPRQLVLQJWKHP
7KHOHVVVDLGDERXWWKHZD\WKHIDUPODZVZHUHSXVKHGLQ3DUOLDPHQWWKHEHWWHU7KHUH
ZDVQRDOOSDUW\PHHWLQJRUHYHQWDONVZLWKWKHIDUPHUV·UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV,IWKHSDVVLQJRI
WKHIDUP%LOOVE\YRLFHYRWHZDVDQ\LQGLFDWLRQWKHQWKH%-3OHG1DWLRQDO'HPRFUDWLF$OOLDQFH
1'$ KDVDOUHDG\EHFRPHRYHUFRQILGHQWDERXWVXEYHUWLQJSDUOLDPHQWDU\IDLUSOD\DQGMXV
WLI\LQJLWVDXWKRULWDWLYHZHLJKW:RUVHLWKDVHYHQPDGH3DUOLDPHQWDWRROLQLWVH[HUFLVH
RISRZHUWUDPSOLQJDQ\RSSRVLQJYLHZDVUHGXQGDQWHYHQLIZHOODUJXHG&RQWURYHUVLDO
%LOOVLQWKLVFRXQWU\KDYHDOZD\VEHHQRSHQIRUGLVFXVVLRQLQWKH+RXVHRIWHQPRYHGWR
UHOHYDQWSDUOLDPHQWDU\FRPPLWWHHVIRUFDUHIXOSHUXVDODQGFORVLQJGHILFLHQFLHV%XWWKH
XVHRIDYRLFHYRWH³ZKLFKLVQRWKLQJPRUHWKDQDVKRXWLQJPDWFKRIZKRJHWVKHDUG
ORXGHUDQGZKLFKLVXVHGWRSDVV%LOOVWKDWDUHFRQVHQVXDO³LQSXVKLQJWKHIDUP%LOOV
FKDQJHGDOOWKDW7KRXJKWKH%LOOVVSOLWWKH+RXVHGRZQWKHPLGGOHD´IULHQGO\µ&KDLUHQVXUHG
WKDWWKHYRLFHYRWHFRXOGEHUHVRUWHGWR7KH*RYHUQPHQWKDVHQRXJKQXPEHUVLQWKH/RN
6DEKDWRRYHUULGHGLDORJXHDQGHYHQLIRXWQXPEHUHGLQWKH5DM\D6DEKDLWNQRZVLWFDQ
KLMDFNGHEDWHE\SURYRNLQJWKH2SSRVLWLRQHQRXJKDQGXVHDYRLFHYRWHLQWKHUHVXOWDQW
GLQ2UVLPSO\WDNHDGYDQWDJHRIWKHODWWHU·VER\FRWW&OHDUO\FRRSWLRQLVEHFRPLQJPRUH
WKHUXOHWKDQWKHH[FHSWLRQ7KHGLOXWLRQRI4XHVWLRQ+RXUGXULQJWKHODVW3DUOLDPHQWVHV
VLRQZDVDQRWKHUH[DPSOHRIWKH*RYHUQPHQWOLPLWLQJWKHVFRSHIRUGHOLEHUDWLRQ,WLVWKH
RQO\WLPHWKDWDOORZVWKH2SSRVLWLRQHTXDOVWDQGLQJDQGDOORZVLWWRNHHSDFKHFNDQGEDO
DQFHRQWKHH[HFXWLYH(YHQ7UHDVXU\%HQFK03VFDQDVNTXHVWLRQVRID0LQLVWHUIRUEHW
WHUFODULW\RQSROLFLHV'URSSLQJLWPHDQVUHGXFLQJWKHUHOHYDQFHRIWKH03-XVWIRUFRP
SDULVRQWKH+RXVHRI&RPPRQVHYHQKDVDGHGLFDWHGVORWIRU´3ULPH0LQLVWHU·V4XHVWLRQVµ
ZKHUHWKH3ULPH0LQLVWHUSHUVRQDOO\DQVZHUVRUH[SODLQVKLV*RYHUQPHQW·VIXQFWLRQLQJ
7KDWLVXQOLNHO\KHUH+RZGRHVDOOWKLVPHDQ´WRRPXFKGHPRFUDF\µLVWKHUHIRUHGLIIL
FXOWWRXQGHUVWDQG3DUWLFXODUO\ZKHQWKH3ULPH0LQLVWHUKLJKOLJKWVWKHLPSRUWDQFHRIHYHU\
GHFLVLRQPDGHLQWKHDXJXVWSRUWDOVRI3DUOLDPHQWDVDEXLOGLQJEORFNRIGHPRFUDF\%HVLGHV
PRQROLWKLFSRZHUKDVQRWDOZD\VJXDUDQWHHGUHIRUPV7KH8QLWHG3URJUHVVLYH$OOLDQFH
83$ UHJLPHEHIRUHGLGPDQDJHWRSXVKHFRQRPLFUHIRUPVDQGDFKLHYHJURZWK
LQGLFHVGHVSLWHWKHSXOOVDQGSUHVVXUHVRIDFRDOLWLRQ7KH*RYHUQPHQWVKRXOGLQQRZD\
JLYHFUHGHQFHWRWKHWKHRU\WKDWGHPRFUDF\GHFHOHUDWHVSURJUHVVLYHDFWLRQRULVDQWLUHIRUPLVW
,IDQ\WKLQJLWLVDQHQDEOHU$QGLWLVRQO\ZKHQLWVYDOXHJHWVHURGHGWKDWSHRSOHSURWHVW
7KDW·VWKHLUODVWRSWLRQWREHFRXQWHGDQGKHDUG+DGWKH*RYHUQPHQWWDONHGWRDOOSURWHVW
HUVZLWKDQRSHQPLQGOLVWHQHGWRWKHPDQGQRWPDGHWKHPEHOLHYHWKDWLWVODVWZRUGZDV
QRQQHJRWLDEOHSURWHVWVDQGGHPRQVWUDWLRQVZRXOGQRWKDYHDVVXPHGWKHSURSRUWLRQV
WKH\KDYH%XWSHUKDSVWKH*RYHUQPHQWZDQWVDSRODULW\WRMXVWLI\LWVPXVFXODULW\$QG
WKRXJKLWPD\EHOLHYHWKDWSURWHVWHUVDUHEHLQJPLVOHGE\YHVWHGLQWHUHVWVWKHIDFWLVLWLV
GLVUHVSHFWLQJGHPRFUDF\E\DVVXPLQJWKDWWKH\FDQ·WKDYHDWKLQNLQJPLQGRIWKHLURZQ

AfS]ZTHZ7Z

*RYWDSSURYHVKRWVSRWVDFURVVFLWLHVDQGWRZQVEXWWKHUH
DUHFRQFHUQVDERXWVHFXULW\DQGGDWDWKHIWV
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FFHVVLQJ :L)L DQ\ZKHUH LQ WKH FRXQWU\ LV
H[SHFWHGWREHDQHDV\FOLFNZLWKWKH*RYHUQPHQW
JLYLQJSHUPLVVLRQWRVHWXSODNKVRISXEOLFKRWVSRWV
DFURVVWKHFRXQWU\7KHSODQLQFOXGHVUHPRWHDUHDVDQG
KLJKGHQVLW\DUHDVLQFLWLHV1RWRQO\WKDWLQIRUPDWLRQ
FRQVXPSWLRQLVH[SHFWHGWREHHDVLO\VQDFNDEOHDVFRQ
QHFWLQJWRDKRWVSRWKDVEHHQHQYLVDJHGWREHDVHDV\
DVRSHQLQJDQDSSRQ\RXUVPDUWSKRQH7KHQHWZRUN
LVIDLUO\RSHQDVDQ\RQH³EHLWDSULYDWHLQGLYLGXDOLQ
DUHVLGHQWLDODUHD ZLWKDFRPPHUFLDOEURDGEDQGFRQ
QHFWLRQ WKHQHLJKERXUKRRGVKRSRUWKHYHQGRU³FDQ
SURYLGHWKHIDFLOLW\7KH3XEOLF:L)L$FFHVV1HWZRUN
,QWHUIDFH :$1, KDVEHHQFRQFHLYHGWREHDVUHYROX
WLRQDU\DVWKH3&2PRYHPHQWRIWKHVWKDWHQDEOHGPLOOLRQVRI,QGLDQVWRPDNHSKRQH
FDOOVHDVLO\DQGDWYLUWXDOO\QRFRVW7KHLGHDRIVHWWLQJXSSXEOLF:L)LKRWVSRWVZDVUHF
RPPHQGHGE\WKH7HOHFRP5HJXODWRU\$XWKRULW\RI,QGLD 75$, DIHZ\HDUVDJRWRERRVW
GLJLWDOFRQQHFWLYLW\DQGHQFRXUDJHVHOIHPSOR\PHQW2IFRXUVHGDWDPDQDJHPHQWLVDKXPRQ
JRXVWDVNDQGWKH*RYHUQPHQWKDVVHWXSDWLHUHGV\VWHPZLWK3XEOLF'DWD2IILFH$JJUHJDWRUV
3'2$V DWWKHWRSZKRZLOOWKHQHQOLVWWKH3XEOLF'DWD2IILFHVRU3'2V RSHUDWRUV 1R
OLFHQFHIHHZLOOEHUHTXLUHGIRUSURYLGLQJEURDGEDQGLQWHUQHWWKURXJKSXEOLFQHWZRUNV
+RZHYHUZLWKVRPXFKGDWDIORDWLQJDURXQGDQGEHLQJHDVLO\DFFHVVLEOHWKHUHDUH
XQGRXEWHGO\TXHVWLRQVDERXWVHFXULW\ULVNVSDUWLFXODUO\LQDFRXQWU\OLNH,QGLDZKLFKKDV
PLOOLRQVRILQWHUQHWXVHUV7KHPXOWLOD\HUHGDUFKLWHFWXUHWKDWKDVEHHQFRQFHLYHGE\WKH
*RYHUQPHQWLVLQWHQGHGWRILOWHUVXFKF\EHUWKUHDWVDQGPLVXVHRISHUVRQDOLQIRUPDWLRQ
EXWLWLVVWLOOOHDN\%HVLGHVWHOHFRPFRPSDQLHVVHHQREXVLQHVVVHQVHLQSXEOLF:L)L
JLYHQWKHORZGDWDUDWHVDQGVHFXULW\FRQFHUQV$VLWLVVRFLDOPHGLDSODWIRUPVKDYHEHHQ
ZLOGO\PDQLSXODWHGLQWKLVFRXQWU\E\YHVWHGLQWHUHVWVDQGLQFUHDVHGDFFHVVWRWKHLQWHU
QHWGRHVFRPHZLWKLWVDWWHQGDQWULVNVRIGDWDPLQLQJDQGLGHQWLW\WKHIWV2IFRXUVHSDQ
GHPLFDSSURSULDWHEHKDYLRXUQRZGHPDQGVWKDWWKHUHEHLQFUHDVHGGLJLWLVDWLRQDQGWKH
*RYHUQPHQWKDVMXPSHGDWWKHRSSRUWXQLW\WRFRQVROLGDWHWKLVVSDFH,QGLDZLOOVRRQKDYH
PLOOLRQEURDGEDQGXVHUVZKLFKZLOORQO\VZHOOLQ\HDUVWRFRPH'RQHZLWKJRRGLQWHQ
WLRQVEXWLVLWSUDFWLFDOWRLPSOHPHQWFRQVLGHULQJFRQQHFWLYLW\FRQWLQXHVWREHGHQLHGWR
.DVKPLURQJURXQGVRIVHFXULW\WKUHDWV"
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t the mid-point of the
20th century, “growth,
progress and development” emerged as the
key drivers of policy
formulations in most developing
countries. Developed countries were
too keen to offer “ideas, strategies
and experts” in such initiatives,
mostly for reasons that were no
secret to anyone. All of this resulted in the Western psyche being sustained in the former colonies, clandestinely suppressing the emergence of ideas, imagination and
endeavour that was rooted to the soil
and tradition of knowledge quest in
each of these nations. The only
encouraging sign is the realisation
of this quiet intrusion. So there is an
emergence of initiatives that are
“rooted to culture and committed to
progress.” The most illustrative
example is the formulation of the
National Policy of Education (NEP),
2020.
In 1937, India had already prepared a well thought out plan on
foundational learning or Buniyadi
Talim. Proposed by Mahatma
Gandhi, it was meant to replace the
transplanted alien system. It preferred continuity. Its focus on drawing the best out of body, mind and
spirit clearly links it to Indian culture and heritage and simultaneously takes note of international requirements and aspirations to ensure that
young Indians are not deficient in
any context. It is evident in the NEP
that next generations have to play a
far greater role not only within India
but also on the global stage. People
are looking towards India to play a
great role in humanity’s march
towards a world of peace, tranquility and cohesion. Towards this end,
every learner must comprehend and
internalise the strength of Indian
culture and its inherent nature of
universality.
The
17
Sustainable
Development Goals or SDG-17 are
the global expression of common
concerns being faced by humanity.
To be achieved by 2030, these
include education as SDG-4, which
aims to “ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote
lifelong learning opportunities for
all.” One of the most challenging and
an ambitious goal is the Target 4.7:
“By 2030, ensure that all learners
acquire the knowledge and skills
needed to promote sustainable
development, including, among
others, through education for sustainable development and sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender
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equality, promotion of a culture
of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and appreciation of
cultural diversity and of culture’s
contribution to sustainable development.” To achieve this target,
and every other contained in
SDG-17, India, too, needs an
education that acculturates. Even
a cursory perusal of the NEP,
2020, would indicate that it comprehensively embraces all of
these aspects and has persistent
emphasis on acculturating its
learners. It begins a with a comprehensive statement of the eternal goal of education and learning: “Education is fundamental
for achieving full potential, developing an equitable and just society, and promoting national
development.” This policy very
clearly acknowledges the emerging role of India on the global
stage and, at the same time,
recognises the need to transform
the existing systems of teaching
and learning to ensure that it consistently, and in a dynamic manner, derives its nourishment and
enrichment from the very soil of
this land. Culture is a dynamic
entity and only such cultures,
which did not discard the assimilations necessitated by the changing times, have survived. It was
very suitably stated by MK
Gandhi in Harijan of May 9,
1936: “The Indian culture of our
times is in the making. Many of
us are striving to produce a
blend of all the cultures, which
seems today in clash with one
another. No culture can live, if it
attempts to be exclusive.”
Accordingly, he had all the
respect for European and
Western culture, which was suitable in that context but was fully
convinced that copying it would
be ruinous to India. It would be
interesting how Gandhi could
foresee the future and write in
1931 that: “I make bold to say that
Europeans themselves will have
to remodel their outlook if they
are not to perish under the

hunger, violence and terrorism
have accentuated human migration. When people move in large
numbers, they carry with them
their religion, language, culture,
traditions and practices. It has
deep implications for mutual
acceptance of diversity in every
aspect of human life. These
could lead to widespread differences and even to sporadic violent clashes. What happened
recently – as well as in the past –
in France is only one of such
instances that indicate the gravity of the concern.
Things are particularly tough
for nations which had the experience of one culture, one language and one religion. Over the
last three decades, it is globally
recognised that one of the most
prominent challenges before
humanity is “learning to live
together.” The uninitiated are
often amazed to witness the
continuity of the Indian tradition
of acceptance of diversity – particularly of faiths and religions –
and tradition of mutual respect
that existed all along, unless it was
deliberately distorted and disturbed by external elements. Is it
possible to ignore how Emperor
Asoka transformed after the
Kalinga War and consequent
massacre and his acceptance of
Buddhism? But it did not impact
his reverence for other religions.
His rock edicts clearly indicate the
importance he attached to the
“advancement of the essential
doctrine of all sects.” His twelfth
rock edict contains an eternal
message that is universally applicable even today: “This progress
of the essential doctrine takes
many forms, but its basis is the
control of one’s speech so as not
to extol one’s own sect or disparage another’s on unsuitable occasions, or at least to do so mildly
on certain occasions. On each
occasion one should honour
another man’s sect, for by doing
so, one increases the influence of
one’s own sect and benefits that

weight of the comforts to which
they are becoming slaves.”
Unfortunately, the glamour
and glitz of materialistic pursuits
gradually took precedence over
spiritual quest and have landed
the entire humanity in a badly
wounded man-nature relationship. India’s destiny lies in its traditional ways of respect for
nature, life and its acceptance of
every conceivable diversity created by nature, Ekam Sat Viprah
Bahudha Vadantih – Truth is one.
In such a philosophical comprehension, there could be no place
for disrespect to any culture, religion or faith. It was realised by
luminaries who could take an
unbiased and objective view on
India, its culture and the tradition
of knowledge quest. Great historian Arnold Toynbee is often
quoted for having said that a
chapter which had a Western
beginning will have to have an
Indian ending. This, he found,
was necessary to prevent the selfdestruction of the human race.
Could there be a greater tribute
to India and its heritage? Does it
not astonish us that now scientists are calculating how long the
planet Earth would survive?
India has to write the chapter that
would bring back the culture of
acceptance of and respect for
diversity, a tradition it has practised over thousands of years.
When Mahatma Gandhi wrote
that nature has sufficient
resources to meet the need of
everyone but not the greed of any
one, he was echoing the eternal
value of aparigrah or non-accumulation. Now the responsibility of India is to realise its global
obligation to revive its own culture, live it and let the world learn
from it.
Developments in science
and technology have reduced
physical distances and provided
instantaneous global connectivity up to the last man in the line.
So demographic variations
became inevitable. Poverty,
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of the other man’s, while by
doing otherwise, one diminishes the influence of one’s own sect
and harms the other man’s.” It’s
very clear – if any clarity is needed – that Indians had learnt much
ahead of others “to live together.”
At this juncture, human
existence is at stake. There are
several well-delineated factors –
consequences of human follies –
responsible for our sufferings. It
must be acknowledged and
accepted that misinterpreted religion is the easiest refuge of the
rogue elements to create dissension. As the inheritors of the legacy of luminaries like Asoka, is it
not obligatory on the part of India
and Indians to practise this legacy?
The answer is simple. Each
generation has to acquire, internalise and find its own “self-fulfillment” by “living up to its fundamental values afresh.” In his
illustrious essay, Significance and
Vitality of Culture, K.M. Munshi
refers to this recapturing of the
values of culture by each generation by a “subtle process of reinterpretation, reintegration and
adaptation.” In his words, “When
the culture is living, the promising young man and woman of
the generation receive the impact
of its fundamental values. The
sensitive and the vigorous among
them become each a human laboratory, which purifies the fundamental values relating them
afresh to the central idea; stimulates them to meet the needs of
the times; reintegrates the subsidiary values with fresh vigour
of the new interpretation and
shapes the traditions and institutions not only without impairing
the strength of the collective
will, but by giving it a new edge.”
This articulates the challenges
before the individual, family,
society, education and institutions. They – and hence India –
must rise to the occasion.
(The author works in education
and social cohesion)
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Sir — It is good for Europe that the
NATO is rejuvenating. Earlier, it
was a deterrent for the East Bloc
backed by the Communist Soviet
Union. It is being realised slowly
that a strong Europe is a necessity with NATO as a part of it.
Russia’s involvement in the US
elections the last time around was
a warning sign for that nation. As
soon as US President-elect Joe
Biden takes office, he must rescind
President Donald Trump’s order to
withdraw 12,000 troops from
Germany. Without costing the
US a penny, Biden would dramatically repudiate Trump’s isolationism and throw a wrench into
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s
divide-and-rule strategy in Europe.
Reversing the troop withdrawal
would also strengthen NATO,
Germany and Chancellor Angela
Merkel — whose potential successor will be chosen in mid-January
by her Christian Democratic
Union — as they battle Putin and
home-grown anti-Western populists. NATO membership gives
smaller countries a sense of security and the sharing of intelligence
among the members prevents terrorism. As it is, the new wave of
migrants is posing a great challenge
to peace in Europe. A strong
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DXU7_fd]ecdXUUTdXUVQb]UbcµTU]Q^Tc

WTd]_aTRTST]cTSRaXbXbcaXVVTaTSQhcWTT]PRc\T]c
^UcWTcWaTT]TfUPa\[PfbfXcW^dcQdX[SX]VPR^]bT]
bdbWPbRaTPcTSPe^[PcX[TbXcdPcX^]X]cWTR^d]cahCWT
cX\TU^aST[PhX]VcPRcXRbP]S_a^RaPbcX]PcX^]Xb^eTaCWT
6^eTa]\T]c\dbcaXbTc^cWT^RRPbX^]P]SaTb^[eTcWTXbbdT
_TPRTUd[[hCWTUPa\TabPaTUd[[hYdbcXUXTSX]ST\P]SX]VcWPc
cWThQTWTPaSCWThPaT]^cf^aaXTS\TaT[hPQ^dccWTUX]Ta
STcPX[b^UcWT[Pfb[XZTcPgU^a0?<2bP]ScPgUaTT_a^RdaT
\T]cQh_aXePcT_[PhTab]^VdPaP]cTT^U<B?P]SQPa^]
P__a^PRWX]VRXeX[R^dacbU^aSXb_dcTaTb^[dcX^]
CWTUPa\TabWPeTP\X]S^UcWTXa^f]P]ScWThPaT
PfPaTcWPcR^a_^aPcXbPcX^]^UPVaXRd[cdaTU^a\bcWTbdQ
bcP]RT^UcWT]TfUPa\[PfbCWThPaTR^]eX]RTScWPccWT
d]STa[hX]V^QYTRcXeT^UcWT[PfbXbc^QaX]VPVaXRd[cdaTd]STa
cWTR^]ca^[^UR^a_^aPcTQTWT\^cWbP]Sb^WPeT]^cPRRT_c
TScWT6^eTa]\T]c³b_a^_^bP[bc^P\T]ScWT\CWT\PX]
^QYTRcX^]^UVa^fTabc^cWTUPa\[PfbXbcWPccWTh_dcR^a
_^aPcTX]cTaTbcbPQ^eTcWTPVaXRd[cdaXbc³bTR^]^\XRX]cTa
TbcfPh^U[XUTXST]cXchP]SfT[UPaT
CWT]Tf[PfbWPeTUPaaTPRWX]VR^]bT`dT]RTb5^a
X]bcP]RTcWThfX[[T]VT]STaPbXcdPcX^]X]fWXRWcWT_a^
RdaT\T]c^UU^^SVaPX]bU^acWT?3BfX[[V^S^f]SaPbcX
RP[[h7^f\dRWcWTR^d]cah³bU^^SbTRdaXchaT[XTb^]cWT
?3B]TTSb]^aTXcTaPcX^]CWTePbc\PY^aXch^UcWT_T^_[T
X]8]SXPW^[SUPa\TabX]VaTPcTbcTT\PbcWThVa^fU^^S

NATO means a strong Europe.
Sunil Pradhan
Odisha

1]QZ_bbUc`_^cYRY\Ydi
Sir — As the world hurtles towards
destruction due to the impact of

QhcWTbfTPc^UcWTXaQa^f7T]RTcWThPaT]^f[T]SX]V
cWTXaUd[[bd__^acc^cWTUPa\Tab³PVXcPcX^]CW^dbP]Sb^U
UPa\TabfW^PaTbcPVX]VPbXcX]^]]PcX^]P[WXVWfPhbR^]
cXVd^dbc^3T[WXfXcWRWX[SaT]cWTT[STa[hP]Sf^\T]QaPe
X]VcWTR^[SU^aP[\^bccf^fTTZb\dbcQTbP[dcTSFT
\dbcTgcT]S^da\^aP[bd__^acc^cWT\U^aaTbXbcX]VcWT
R^a_^aPcTcPZT^eTa^UPVaXRd[cdaTCWTaXbX]VcXST^U_dQ
[XR^_X]X^]PVPX]bccWT]TfUPa\[PfbbW^d[SSXbbdPSTcWT
6^eTa]\T]cUa^\aT[hX]V^]Xcb_Pa[XP\T]cPah\PY^aXchcWT
eXRc^ahX][^RP[Q^ShT[TRcX^]bX]APYPbcWP]WPbQTT]R^]
bcadTSQhb^\TRT]caP[<X]XbcTabPbT]S^abT\T]c^UcWT
UPa\[PfbP]ScWT\XVWc^UcWTBcPcT\PRWX]Tahc^WPeT
XcbfPh
63PeXS<X[c^]
<PadcWP]R^ST

climate change on the environment
and economies alike, there is some
good news on the horizon. Carbon
dioxide emissions globally are
predicted to fall by seven per cent
this year due to the COVID-19
pandemic-linked lockdown and
reduced travel and industrial activ-

ities. However, this does not mean
that all is well with the world. The
planet is still heading for a temperature rise in excess of 3°C in this
century, says a report by the
United Nations Environment
Programme. The Emission Gap
report, released recently, underlines

that the emissions of the richest
one per cent of the global population account for more than twice
the combined share of the poorest
at 50 per cent. This means that
wealthy nations like the US, the EU
countries, Australia, New Zealand
and others have a bigger responsibility to cut their respective
emissions to reach the Paris
Agreement goals. It is a good thing
that China and India are already
doing their bit to lower their emissions. However, it is time that the
developed nations understood
their responsibility and reduced
their impact on the environment.
Ashmit Aaron
Noida

CU\VbU\YQ^d9^TYQ
Sir — The Centre has approved
the Atmanirbhar Bharat Rozgar
Yojana to boost employment in the
formal sector and incentivise the
creation of new job opportunities
during the COVID recovery phase
under the Atmanirbhar Bharat
Package 3.0. This is a praiseworthy and much-needed move
towards creating a self-reliant
India.
Amit Singh Kushwaha
Satna
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IRUWQLJKWDJR,ZDVDSSURDFKHGE\WKHGLVWULFWDXWKRULWLHVIRU
DSRVVLEOHYROXQWHHURSSRUWXQLW\UHJDUGLQJWKH&29,'YDF
FLQHRQFHLWEHFRPHVDYDLODEOHLQ7KDWWRP\PLQGLV
WKHEHJLQQLQJDQGSHUKDSVHQGRIDQHUDDQGDFKDQJHLQPLQGVHW
IRUDPDVVYDFFLQDWLRQSURMHFWXQVHHQDQGXQDWWHPSWHGLQKXPDQ
KLVWRU\7KHFKDOOHQJHWRSURYLGHDQHIIHFWLYHUHPHG\IRUQHDUO\RQH
ILIWKRIWKHKXPDQSRSXODWLRQRQSODQHW(DUWKLQDFRXQWU\ZKLFK
FDQ EH FDOOHG D VHPLFRQWLQHQW 7LOO QRZ WKUHH FRPSDQLHV KDYH
DSSURDFKHG,QGLD·VUHJXODWRU\ERG\IRUHPHUJHQF\XVHDXWKRULVD
WLRQRIWKHLUYDFFLQHV3IL]HU%LR17HFKWKH6HUXP,QVWLWXWHRI,QGLD
ZLWK2[IRUG$VWUD=HQHFDDQGWKHKRPHJURZQ%KDUDW%LRWHFKZLWK
DQLQGLJHQRXVYDFFLQHLQFROODERUDWLRQZLWKWKH,QGLDQ&RXQFLORI
0HGLFDO5HVHDUFK ,&05 7KH3ULPH0LQLVWHUKDVSURPLVHGDYDF
FLQHDYDLODELOLW\LQDIHZZHHNVSRVWUHJXODWRU\DSSURYDOVDQGDOVR
LQGLFDWHGWKDWWKHUHDUHDERXWHLJKWGLIIHUHQWYDFFLQHVXQGHUGLIIHU
HQWSKDVHVRIWULDO)LQDOO\WKHQH[WWZRPRQWKVDUHJRLQJWREHFUX
FLDOLQ,QGLD·VPDUFKWRZDUGVDPXOWLWULOOLRQGROODUHFRQRP\DVLWUDSLG
O\DGMXVWVWRWKHFKDQJLQJJOREDODQGGRPHVWLFGLVFRXUVHRQWKHVKRW
ZKLOHKRSLQJIRULPPXQLW\IRUDFULWLFDOPDVVRIWKHELOOLRQSOXV
SRSXODWLRQ
7KDWOHDGVWRDUHODWLYHO\\RXQJGHPRFUDF\OLNH,QGLDODUJHO\
DGPLQLVWHUHGYLDORFDOGLVWULFWDXWKRULWLHVDQGPXQLFLSDOLWLHVWR
DQHZJRYHUQDQFHURDGPDSZKHUHYDULRXVPRGHOVRIYDFFLQDWLRQ
KDYHWREHXQGHUWDNHQEHIRUHLWFDQEHVDIHDQGDYDLODEOHRQGHPDQG
DFURVVDFKHPLVW·VFRXQWHU$FUXFLDODVSHFWRIWKLVPDVVYDFFLQD
WLRQSURJUDPPHZRXOGWKHUHIRUHEH&HQWUH6WDWHFRRUGLQDWLRQSXE
OLFSULYDWHSDUWQHUVKLSHQJDJHPHQWDWWKHHOHFWRUDOERRWKOHYHOIRU
SHUVRQQHOZKRZRUNDORQJVLGHKHDOWKFDUHSURIHVVLRQDOVRUYDFFLQD
WRUVDYDFFLQHPDQDJHPHQWFHQWUDOZDUURRPZLWKQRGHVVSUHDG
ULJKWWRWKHYDFFLQDWLQJVSRWLQDIDUIOXQJGLVWULFW:KHQ,QGLDZHQW
LQWRRQHRIWKHKDUVKHVWORFNGRZQVDURXQGWKHJOREHLQ0DUFKLWZDV
DQH[SHULHQFHDOLHQWRDOO&HQWUDO*RYHUQPHQWGHSDUWPHQWV IRUWKH
WLPHEHLQJZHNHHSDVLGHGLVWULFWDQG6WDWHOHYHODXWKRULWLHV WKDWZHUH
ERXQGE\FHQWXULHVRIRIILFHSURWRFROVWKDWUHTXLUHGDSK\VLFDOVLJ
QDWXUHE\DQDXWKRULW\EHIRUHDUHJXODWLRQFRXOGEHLPSOHPHQWHG
VWUHWFKHGEURDGEDQGDQGKDUGZDUHUHVRXUFHVWRIDFLOLWDWHVHDPOHVV
VKLIWRIZRUNVSDFHV RUODSWRSV WRKRPHV
,QGLDPDQDJHGIRXUORFNGRZQVJUDGXDOO\RSHQLQJXSVHFWRUDIWHU
VHFWRUZKLOHHQVXULQJDSURGXFWLYHDQGUHFRUGEUHDNLQJDJULFXOWXUH
KDUYHVWDQGPDQDJLQJWRDYHUWDQ\VHULRXVVKRUWDJHRIIRRGDQGHVVHQ
WLDOV7KHPDVVPRYHPHQWRIPLJUDQWODERXUHUVZDONLQJGRZQVWUHHWV
RIODUJHFLWLHVRUDORQJUDLOZD\WUDFNVZDVSHUKDSVWKHRQO\PDMRU
QHJDWLYHRXWFRPHRIWKHSDQGHPLF LIZHOHDYHRXWWKHLPSDFWRQDQ
DOUHDG\DLOLQJHFRQRP\DQGWKHMREORVVHV <HWDOORIWKHVHKDGD
FRPPRQOLQNLQWKHZD\6WDWH*RYHUQPHQWVZHUHFRRUGLQDWLQJZLWK
DQHYROYLQJFHQWUDOOHDGHUVKLSRQDOOSDQGHPLFUHODWHGUHJXODWLRQVDQG
EHVWSUDFWLFHV+HQFHLWZRXOGEHJRRGIRUWKHPDVVYDFFLQDWLRQ
SURJUDPPHWRNHHSWKHOHVVRQVRIWKHORFNGRZQKDQG\:HPXVW
NHHSWKHKRWOLQHVRIFRPPXQLFDWLRQDQGVXSHUYLVLRQLQWRSJHDUWR
DFKLHYHDKHDOWK\IRUDOO3ROLWLFLVDWLRQRIWKHYDFFLQHPDNLQJ
LWDQHOHFWLRQLVVXHIRU6WDWHVJRLQJWRSROOVLQDQGVSUHDGRI
PLVLQIRUPDWLRQDUHDOOOHWKDOIRUWKHQDWLRQ·VYDFFLQDWLRQJRDO3OXV
WKH*RYHUQPHQWKDVDZRQGHUIXORSSRUWXQLW\RIFOXEELQJWZRLQLWLD
WLYHVRIDKLJKYRWHUWXUQRXWDQGERRWKOHYHOYDFFLQDWLRQVLPXOWDQH
RXVO\IRUWKHILYH6WDWHVWKDWKDYHHOHFWLRQVORRPLQJRQWKHKRUL]RQ
2IFRXUVHLWZRXOGUHTXLUHWKRURXJKFRRUGLQDWLRQEHWZHHQYDULRXV
6WDWHDQG&HQWUDODJHQFLHVPHGLFROHJDOEDFNLQJDQGRXWRIWKHER[
WKLQNLQJWRSURYLGHMDEVWRHOHFWLRQGXW\SHUVRQQHODQGWKHHOHFWRUDWH
DWWKHERRWKOHYHO
6RPHRIWKHILUPVZKRKDYHDSSOLHGIRUHPHUJHQF\DSSOLFDWLRQ
DSSURYDOVLQ,QGLDKDYHDOVRLQGLFDWHGWKHLUZLOOLQJQHVVWRPDNHLWDYDLO
DEOHIRUSD\LQJSULYDWHSOD\HUVEHVLGHVWKH*RYHUQPHQW1DWLRQDOYDF
FLQDWLRQSURJUDPPHVVRIDUKDYHEHHQWLJKWO\6WDWHFRQWUROOHGDQG
KDYHSURYHQWREHDQHIIHFWLYHPHDQVRISUHYHQWLQJRQFHGHDGO\GLV
HDVHVDQGYLUXVHV%XWWKH\KDYHDOZD\VEHHQXVHGIRUDFHUWDLQEUDFN
HWRIWKHSRSXODWLRQQHYHUH[FHHGLQJPLOOLRQLQRQHVKRW,WLVD
PDWWHURISXEOLFSROLF\DQGGHEDWHZKHWKHU,QGLD·VYDFFLQDWLRQVKRXOG
EHWLJKWO\FRQWUROOHGDQGDGPLQLVWHUHGE\WKH*RYHUQPHQWRUPDGH
EURDGHUZLWKSULYDWHVHFWRUSDUWLFLSDWLRQ(VWLPDWHVVXJJHVWWKDWLI
WKH*RYHUQPHQWDVWKHODUJHVWHPSOR\HUPDQDJHVWRYDFFLQDWHDOO
LWVHPSOR\HHVDQGODUJHUSULYDWHSOD\HUVLQFOXGLQJWKRVHLQWKHKHDOWK
FDUHVHFWRUDGPLQLVWHUVKRWVWRWKHLUHPSOR\HHVDQGIDPLOLHVQHDU
O\PLOOLRQSHRSOHZLOOJHWYDFFLQDWHGTXLFNO\7KDWVKRXOGOHDYH
PDQ\GRVDJHVIRUWKHSRRUDQGWKHHOGHUO\ZKRVKRXOGEHLQWKHVHF
RQGRUGHURISULRULW\IRUYDFFLQDWLRQ2IFRXUVHWKHTXHVWLRQDQGGHEDWH
RYHUSULRULWLVDWLRQWKHFRVWRIWKHVKRW6WDWHVXEVLG\YVRYHUWKHFRXQWHU
PDUNHWSULFHVDUHJRLQJWREHLQWKHKHDGOLQHVIRUWKHFRPLQJPRQWKV
+RZHYHUWKH*RYHUQPHQWVKRXOGDOORZWKHSULYDWHVHFWRUWRSDUWLF
LSDWHZLWKDOLJKWWRXFKUHJXODWRU\OHDVH DWOHDVWIRUWKHLQLWLDOVL[PRQWKV
LQWKHELJJHVWYDFFLQDWLRQSURMHFWLQKXPDQKLVWRU\$VZHDSSURDFK
DQHZZRUOGRIHPHUJLQJRSSRUWXQLWLHVDQGWKUHDWVDZDLWV,QGLD
$QHZGHFDGHRISURPLVHDQGSURVSHULW\IRUWKHELOOLRQVRIFLWL]HQV
RI1D\D%KDUDWPD\YHU\ZHOOEHJLQZLWKDQHIIHFWLYHMDE
7KHZULWHULVDSROLF\DQDO\VW
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he Coronavirus pandemic is not showing
any signs of abating and with the onset of
winter, it is, in fact, spreading exponentially in India and globally too. In addition to the
public health emergency, the economic and social
disruption that the COVID-19 contagion has
unleashed upon us threatens the long-term livelihoods and well-being of millions of people
around the globe. Ironically, this year marked the
25th anniversary of the Beijing Platform for
Action and it was meant to be a groundbreaking one for gender parity. Instead, with the spread
of the Coronavirus, even the restricted gains
made in the past are being lost.
The pandemic is not just exacerbating preexisting gender inequalities within the workplace,
it is also exposing the vulnerabilities in the world’s
social and economic systems, which are successively amplifying the impact of the outbreak.
Across every sector, from health to major industries to services, the multiple impacts of COVID19 are cascading down on women workers just
by virtue of their gender.
According to a recent McKinsey report, globally the job security and employment opportunities of women are 1.9 times more vulnerable
to this crisis than that of men. Though women
make up 39 per cent of the global employment,
they account for 54 per cent of overall job losses. According to the Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS), 2018-19, women’s participation
in employment in India is low and significantly less than that of their male counterparts.
Women comprised a meagre 18 per cent of the
workforce compared to 52 per cent of men before
the pandemic. Even as it plunged nearly 30 per
cent in the last 20 years, the COVID-19 crisis further accentuated this fall in the work participation rate of women in the country. McKinsey
reported that women account for 23 per cent of
the overall job losses recorded after the pandemic hit India.
It is argued that engagement in unpaid
domestic and care work is one of the prime reasons for women’s low participation in economic activities. Women do an average of 75 per cent
of the world’s total unpaid care work. This
includes nurturing the children, caring for the
elderly, looking after the differently-abled and
domestic chores like cooking, cleaning, washing
clothes and so on.
Women’s unpaid domestic work is often
invisible but has immense value. According to
the International Labour Organisation (ILO) a
whopping 16.4 billion hours are spent by women
on unpaid care work daily. This is equivalent to
two billion people working eight hours per day,
without payment. The actual value of this work
amounts to nine per cent of the global GDP,
which is equivalent to $11 trillion. Significantly,
women’s unpaid work is estimated to be valued
at almost 40 per cent of India’s GDP.
Globally, more people are at home than ever,
due to the pandemic-related social distancing
measures that have been put in place. As a result
of the emerging new norms of work from home,
online education, the lack of domestic workers,
the need to perform unpaid domestic chores has
increased significantly. In India, owing to the
existing gender-based division of labour and
social norms, the time spent on unpaid activities by career women and home-makers alike has
increased disproportionately.
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These activities are time-consuming and physically tiring, and subject to
“time poverty”, leaving little or no time
in the day to undertake all the activities one is required to perform or
desires to undertake, like education, job
or leisure. In particular, the growing
demands of unpaid work and a looming recession are increasingly reducing
opportunities to participate in productive economic activities. Therefore,
the implications of “time poverty” for
women, in particular, are immense,
because they are associated with the
double burden of paid and unpaid
work. Even though this “time poverty”
is a global phenomenon, the problem
is even starker in India as many of these
unpaid activities simply cannot be
outsourced because market substitutes
or State provisions do not exist in adequate measure.
COVID-19 and time poverty:
The time use survey conducted by the
National Sample Survey Office (NSSO)
in 2019 confirms a persistent pattern of
“time poverty” suffered by women in
India. The NSSO survey showed that
women spent 84 per cent of their working hours on unpaid activities, while
men spent 80 per cent of their working hours on paid work. Conversely,
men spent a longer time in employment-related activities (459 minutes per
day) than women (333 minutes per
day). As per the UN Women global survey findings, since the spread of the
Coronavirus, 28 per cent of women and
16 per cent of men say the intensity of
their unpaid domestic work has gone
up. The COVID-19 global crisis has
exposed the fact that the world’s
economies and our daily lives are
made possible by the unpaid care
work of women, which is often invisible and under-appreciated. The UN
Women survey, that was conducted in

16 countries, reveals that before the
pandemic, the average time spent on
childcare by women was approximately 223 minutes per day. But since the
crisis began, they spend approximately 266 minutes per day, with Indian
women spending the maximum time in
childcare among those surveyed from
the other nations. Similarly, several estimates reveal that the pandemic has disproportionately increased women’s
“time poverty” by up to 30 per cent in
India.
Additionally, surveys conducted
by Action-Aid (Delhi), Azim Premji
University (Bengaluru) and the Institute
of Social Studies Trust (ISST, Delhi)
confirm that women were the hardest
hit by the pandemic as a significant proportion of them lost their jobs and
incomes. They also reported an increase
in unpaid work at home and growing
demands for domestic work, childcare
and care of the elderly.
About 66 per cent of the working
women surveyed in Delhi by the ISST
reported an increase in household
chores and 36 per cent stated an
increased burden of child and elderly
care work during the pandemic. They
also said that closure of schools and
day-care centres had put an additional burden on them. Plus, with most of
the household members staying at
home, it resulted in an increase in the
volume of household work.
A Centre for Monitoring Indian
Economy (CMIE) survey revealed that
around 39 per cent of women lost their
jobs during the ongoing pandemic due
to several reasons, including an increasing demand for unpaid domestic work
put on them by their families.
The way forward: It is argued that
most people who are time-poor are also
income-starved and suffer from multiple deprivations. Therefore, the strong

message emerging is that policymakers
and employers need to act fast to reduce
“time poverty” among women and push
for greater gender equality in the
labour market. This includes reducing
the gender imbalance at work through
better recognition, plus rebalancing
unpaid work and closing the gender gap
in digital inclusion. This is especially
important as remote work or work from
home have become more prominent
during the pandemic.
This flexibility of work allows
women to combine their domestic
duties and employment responsibilities
seamlessly. Furthermore, such flexibility needs to be extended not only to
women, but also to men to facilitate
their contribution in the unpaid domestic work. More efforts are needed in this
direction by engaging citizens and
launching public campaigns to promote
equitable distribution of care and
domestic chores between men and
women.
Since the pandemic, the
Government of India has introduced
many relief packages and schemes to get
the economy and livelihoods of people
back on track. India’s economic recovery must lead to a more equal world
that is more resilient to future crises.
Fiscal stimulus packages and emergency
measures to address public health gaps
have been put in place by the Centre to
mitigate the negative effects of the pandemic. It is vital that the national
response places the inclusion of women,
their representation, rights and economic outcomes at the centre if it is to
have the necessary impact. But more
than anything else, this gender gap at
the workplace can only be closed by
changing mindsets.
(Nidhi is Director at The Vision,
Delhi and Balwant is Senior Faculty at
IHD, Delhi)
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he British rule brought about
a number of changes in Indian
society along with the spread
of modern education. This awareness about the world at large generated a feeling of nationalism in
Indians, irrespective of their religion.
These nationalistic feelings found
expression through political, sociocultural and religious processes and
activities. Enlightened individuals
belonging to all religions generated
consciousness in society and particularly in their respective communities.
As a result of this, several social,
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religious, cultural and political
movements and organisations
emerged in India in the latter part
of the 19th century. These movements were mostly led by Hindu and
Muslim leaders in their respective
communities. Syed Ahmad Khan
influenced Indian society significantly with his ideology and philosophy. His supreme interest was the
intellectual development of the people through modern and scientific
education. He succeeded to a great
extent in making the people understand its importance, become economically independent and lead a
life of dignity.
Khan believed that Indian
nationalism was secular and was
based on a synthesis of the Hindu
and Muslim cultures. He stood firm
for the amalgamation of the knowledge systems of the East and the
West. He always talked about his
belief and philosophy, such as
democracy, nationalism, the relationship between lslam and
Hinduism, between the Hindus and

the Muslims and their attitude
towards the British.
Khaliq Ahmad Nizami in his
work, Secular Tradition at Aligarh
Muslim University, clearly mentioned that the Revolt of 1857 was
the greatest event in Syed Ahmad
Khan’s life, which shaped and guided his personality. The main victims
of the revolt were the Muslims and
their lives and properties were
destroyed. So he wanted to revive
their social and economic conditions
through modern education. And for
its propagation, he founded the
Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental
(MAO) College at Aligarh.
The college was both an institution and a movement. It popularised scientific education among
Indians. The doors of the institution
were kept open to all from the very
beginning, irrespective of their religion, caste, class, colour and creed.
They lived together in harmony on
the campus and from the very
beginning, the college was truly representative of the country’s multi-

racial, multi-religious and multi-lingual character. This tradition of a
harmonious, cooperative living further contributed to the development
of a broad, universal, cosmopolitan
and secular attitude in the institution.
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru once
said, “Sir Syed was an ardent
reformer and he wanted to reconcile
modern scientific thought with religion by rationalistic interpretations
and not by attacking basic belief. He
was anxious to push new education.
He was in no way communally separatist. Repeatedly he emphasised
that religious differences should
have no political and national significance.”
While delivering a commemorative speech, Professor Tariq
Mansoor, Vice-Chancellor of the historic Aligarh Muslim University,
said, “The movement started by Syed
Ahmad Khan, commonly known as
the Aligarh Movement, heralded the
era of intellectual and cultural renaissance of the people of India in gen-

eral and Indian Muslims in particular. The Aligarh Movement led to
the foundation of the MAO College
in 1877 and its elevation to the
Aligarh Muslim University in 1920.”
Stressing on the secular atmosphere that prevailed at the MAO
College, SK Bhatnagar in his book,
titled History of the MAO College,
said, “The college remained a model
of secularism almost till the end. The
Hindu and Muslim students fraternised with one another and lived in
peace and devoted to their common
alma mater. The Hindus competed
with the Muslims for all college honours — academic, social and sports,
on terms of equality. They secured
admission, received prizes and
medals solely on merit. They lived
as comfortably in the boarding
house as the Muslims and fully participated in the life of the college.”
In the eyes of Syed Ahmad
Khan, there was no difference
between Hindus and Muslims. They
were one. Not only this, from the
very inception of the college, he gave

higher posts to non-Muslims. Some
of the distinguished non-Muslim
teachers who ser ved the
college during the period were Ram
Shankar Misra, Sardar Ranjan Roy,
Bhawani Chander Chakraborty,
Piyarelal, Brij Mohan Lal, Munshi
Bansidhar, Gobindra Prasad and
Binodi Lal.
Syed Ahmad Khan’s educational caravan reached everywhere,
including all the continents of the
world. His message of HinduMuslim unity and his educational
movement inspired and encouraged people to establish institutions of learning for imparting modern and scientific education.
It seems that his educational
mission and the message of HinduMuslim unity is more relevant in the
India of today than ever before. A
Syed Ahmad Khan is born but once
in centuries. We would do well to
imbibe his values.
(The writer is Chairperson,
Department of Linguistics, Aligarh
Muslim University.)
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Washington: With West
Virginia certifying its presidential election results, all 50
US states and the District of
Columbia have now certified
the outcome of the November
3 presidential polls, according
to a media report on Thursday.
President-elect Joe Biden,
a Democrat, is projected to win
306 electoral votes, and incumbent President Donald Trump
is set to win 232. It takes 270
electoral votes of the 538 available to become president.
West Virginia became the
final US state to certify its presidential election results on
Wednesday, according to
CNN’s tally. West Virginia formally declared that President
Trump, a Republican, is entitled
to the state’s five electoral votes.
On Monday, the 538-member Electoral College will meet
to take forward the election
process.
The US president is not
chosen directly by the voters,

but what is known as the
Electoral College. In this
process, the states elect the
President and Vice President.
Each US state is allotted a
different number of electoral
votes, based on how many
representatives it has in the
House, plus its two senators.
While California has the maximum electoral votes with 55,
Texas is second with 38 electoral votes.
The states’ certifications
come as Trump, who has not
conceded defeat, has baselessly claimed that the election was
rigged and sowed doubt about
the outcome of one of the
most divisive the presidential
race.
Dozens of lawsuits filed by
the Trump campaign challenging the results have been
dismissed at the state and federal levels across the country
since the election.
Though Trump initially
did not allow the transition

process to start, he finally
relented on November 23. The
Biden team now have access to
additional office space inside
the agencies and the ability to
use federal resources for background checks on Biden’s
White House staff appointments and Cabinet picks.
Each American state has
different processes for certifying results, and some states
certified their slate of presidential electors separately
from state and local election
results, according to the CNN
report.
The next major step in the
Electoral College process is
the meeting of the electors, who
are required by law to convene
on the first Monday after the
second Wednesday in
December, which this year is
December 14.
The electors’ votes are later
transmitted to officials and
counted in a joint session of
Congress on January 6. PTI
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n a new show of military
might, two American
Ibomber
aircraft took off from
the United States and flew
over a swath of the Middle East
on Thursday, sending what
US officials said was a direct
message of deterrence to Iran.
The flight of the two massive B-52H Stratofortress
bombers over the region, the
second such mission in less
than a month, was designed to
underscore America’s continuing commitment to the
Middle East even as President
Donald Trump’s administration withdraws thousands of
troops from Iraq and
Afghanistan.
The long-range heavy
bombers, which are capable of
carrying both conventional
and nuclear weapons, are a formidable sight and are flown
less frequently in the Middle
East than smaller combat air-
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he Trump administration is
planning an unprecedented five more federal executions
before President-elect Joe
Biden’s inauguration, starting
with a Texas street-gang member set to be put to death
Thursday for his role in the
1999 slayings of an Iowa religious couple whose bodies he
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burned in the trunk of their car.
Brandon Bernard was 18
when he and four other
teenagers abducted and robbed
Todd and Stacie Bagley on
their way from a Sunday service in Killeen, Texas. He would
be the ninth federal inmate put
to death since July, when
President Donald Trump
ended a 17-year hiatus in federal executions.
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Islamabad: Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan has dared
the Opposition alliance to table
a no-confidence motion in
Parliament to oust him, as he
criticised its call to lawmakers
for mass resignations to force
him to call snap polls.
Khan said he did not backtrack from holding a national
dialogue to steer the country
out of multiple crises.
An 11-party Opposition
alliance announced on Tuesday
that their lawmakers will resign
en masse by the end of this
month from Parliament to
paralyse the government and
force Prime Minister Khan to
call snap polls.

The decision was taken
after the Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM), an alliance
of 11 Opposition parties
formed in September this year
to overthrow Prime Minister
Khan’s government, held a
marathon meeting in
Islamabad.
Khan
said
the
Constitutional way to send a
Government packing is to table
a no-confidence motion in
Parliament. “If the Opposition
wants to move a no-confidence
motion, they should come and
do so in the assemblies,” he said.
He also criticised the
PDM’s call for en masse resignations.
PTI

craft, such as American fighter jets. Adversaries often complain about bomber flights in
their region, deeming them a
provocative show of force.
“The ability to fly strategic
bombers halfway across the
world in a non-stop mission
and to rapidly integrate them
with multiple regional partners
demonstrates our close working relationships and our
shared commitment to regional security and stability,” Gen.
Frank McKenzie, the top U.S.
Commander for the Middle
East, said in a statement.
The troop cuts coupled
with the impending departure of the USS Nimitz aircraft
carrier strike group in the
Gulf have fuelled allies’ concerns that the US is abandoning the region. Those worries
are compounded by fears that
Iran may strike out at the US
or allies in retaliation for the
assassination of Iranian nuclear
scientist Mohsen Fakhrizadeh.

Bangkok: Pro-democracy
demonstrators in Bangkok
marked United Nations
Human Rights Day on
Thursday with rallies calling for
the abolition of Thailand’s strict
royal defamation law, which
was recently revived to prosecute more than 20 of the protest
movement’s leaders.
Somyot Prueksakasemsuk,
one of the leaders, submitted a
letter to the United Nations on
Thursday urging it to pressure
the Thai government to stop
using Article 112 of the Thai
Criminal Code, which forbids
defamation of key members of
the monarchy. Somyot, a former magazine editor, was previously imprisoned for seven
years for publishing articles
deemed to violate the lese
majeste law.
“Article 112 is an outdated
law that no other countries
have endorsed. It prevents people from expressing their opinion freely and the government
has used it to destroy its oppo-
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nents,” Somyot said.
Somyot said the prodemocracy group will send
representatives to a UN
Human rights conference in
Geneva, Switzerland, in May
2021.
Thursday’s protests also
coincided with Thailand’s
Constitution Day, a national
holiday marking the country’s
adoption of its first constitution
in 1932, which meant that
many offices in the city were
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closed. The demonstrations
drew significantly smaller
crowds than other recent rallies, which have attracted tens
of thousands of participants.
Ahead of Thursday’s
protests, government security
officials erected barricades
using shipping containers and
barbed wire, and police were
deployed to prevent any possible move toward Chitralada
Palace, the residence of King
Maha Vajiralongkorn.
AP
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Tehran: The leaders of Iran and
Afghanistan on Thursday inaugurated the first railway link
between the two countries,
expressing hope it would
enhance trade links across the
region.
The 140-kilometer (90mile) line running from eastern
Iran into western Afghanistan
will eventually be expanded by
85 kilometers to reach the
Afghan city of Herat, providing
a crucial transport link for the
landlocked country, where
decades of war have hindered
infrastructure development. The
$75 million project began in
2007, with Iran funding construction on both sides of the
border as part of its development
assistance to Afghanistan. AP
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Moscow: A military parade
was held on Thursday in the
Azerbaijani capital in celebration of the peace deal with
Armenia over NagornoKarabakh that saw Azerbaijan
reclaim much of the separatist
region along with surrounding
areas.
The agreement took force
exactly a month ago and put an
end to six weeks of fierce fighting between the two ex-Soviet
nations over NagornoKarabakh.
It was seen as a major victory in Azerbaijan, but prompted mass protests in Armenia,
with opposition supporters

demanding the ouster of the
country’s prime minister over
his handling of the conflict.
Nagorno-Karabakh lies
within Azerbaijan but has been
under the control of ethnic
Armenian forces backed by
Armenia since a separatist war
there ended in 1994. That war
left Nagorno-Karabakh itself
and substantial surrounding
territory in Armenian hands.
More than 3,000 people
took part in the parade on
Thursday, and Turkish
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan attended the event.
Turkey strongly backed
Azerbaijan during the con-

flict, which it used to expand its
clout in the region.
A Turkish commando
brigade took part in the parade
in which Turkish drones were
also put on display. Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliyev thanked
Turkey for its support in his
speech.
“From the first hours of the
war, we felt the support of
Turkey,” Aliyev said.
“This is an example of
our unity, our brotherhood.”
The Azerbaijani president
said the country was able to
“restore historical justice” and
blamed Armenia for starting
the fighting.
AP
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London: The UK has signed a
free trade deal with Singapore
covering trade worth 17.6 billion pounds ($23.4 billion,)
the latest in a series of trade
pacts that Britain is seeking to
secure around the world postBrexit.
International
Trade
Secretary Liz Truss, who was in
Singapore for the ceremony,
said Thursday the deal was the
second-biggest that Britain has
signed in the Asia-Pacific
region.
The agreement came as
British and European Union
officials make a final push to
break a deadlock over the U.K.’s
future trade relationship with
the bloc.

Britain left the EU on Jan.
31, but remains in its economic structures until the end of the
year. The Singapore deal largely mirrors one that the Asian
city-state already has with the
EU, and effectively allows trade
to continue as before after
January 1.
Truss said the pact
with Singapore “secures certainty” for businesses and is
“further proof we can succeed
as an independent trading
nation.”
Singapore is Britain’s largest
trading partner in Southeast
Asia, and the British government said that the deal will
“provide a gateway to Asia for
UK Businesses.”
AP
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he Asian Development
T
Bank (ADB) on Thursday
upgraded its forecast for the
Indian economy, projecting 8
per cent contraction in 2020-21
as compared to 9 per cent
degrowth estimated earlier, on
the back of faster than expected recovery.
Observing that the economy has begun to normalise,
the Asian Development
Outlook (ADO) Supplement
said the second quarter contraction at 7.5 per cent was better than expected.
The economy contracted
by 23.9 per cent in June quarter of the current fiscal on
account of the impact of the
coronavirus pandemic.
“The GDP forecast for
FY2020 is upgraded from 9.0
per cent contraction to 8.0 per
cent, with GDP in H2 probably restored to its size a year

earlier. The growth projection
for FY2021 is kept at 8.0 per
cent,” it said.
Highlighting that India is
recovering more rapidly than
expected, the report said the
earlier South Asia forecast of
6.8 per cent contraction is
upgraded to (-)6.1 per cent in
line with an improved projection for India.
Growth will return in
2021-22, at 7.2 per cent in
South Asia and 8 per cent in
India, it added.
Earlier this month, Reserve
Bank Governor Shaktikanta
Das had said the economy is
recuperating faster than anticipated and growth rate is likely to turn positive in the second
half of the current financial
year.
In the year as whole, the
economy is likely to contract by
7.5 per cent, which is an
improvement over Reserve
Bank’s previous projection of

9.5 per cent contraction, Das
had said while unveiling the bimonthly monetary policy
review.
Obser ving that the
prospects
of
growth
have brightened with the
progress on the vaccine front,
Das said, the economy was likely to record a growth of 0.1 per
cent in Q3 and 0.7 per cent in
Q4.
With regard to inflation,
ADO said, it is expected to ease
in the coming months, and the
4 per cent update projection for
2021-22 is maintained.
In India, supply chain disruption brought food inflation to an average of 9.1 per
cent in the first 7 months of
2020-21, pushing headline
inflation to 6.9 per cent in the
same period, it said.
As a result, ADO revised
India’s inflation from 4.5 per
cent to 5.8 per cent for the current fiscal.
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he BSE Sensex snapped its
five-session winning run to
close 144 points lower on
Thursday as investors pocketed gains in bank and IT counters after the recent rally.
A weakening rupee and
lacklustre global markets further weighed on sentiment,
traders said.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
opened lower and stayed in the
negative territory throughout
the session to end at 45,959.88,
down 143.62 points or 0.31 per
cent.
The broader NSE Nifty
ended its seven-day record-setting spree to close 50.80 points
or 0.38 per cent lower at
13,478.30.
UltraTech Cement was
the top loser among the Sensex
constituents, tumbling 3.27 per
cent, in line with other cement
stocks after fair trade regulator
CCI initiated a probe against
cement companies for alleged
anti-competitive behaviour.
M&M, HDFC Bank,
IndusInd Bank, Axis Bank,
Bajaj Finance, NTPC and
Reliance Industries were the

T

*RYWSODQVWRVHOOXSWRVWDNHLQ,5&7&
8A2C2bWPaTbUP[['Pb6^ec
^UUTabbcPZTbP[T^U!
80=BQ <D<108

hares of IRCTC plunged
over 8 per cent on
Thursday after the company
announced that the government will sell up to 20 per cent
stake in the company through
offer for sale (OFS).
Around 12 p.m., IRCTC
shares on the BSE were trading at Rs 1,481.50, lower by Rs
136.55 or 8.44 per cent from
its previous close.
Yash Gupta, Equity
Research Associate with Angel
Broking said that shares of the
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he Union government has
proposed to sell up to 2.40
T
crore shares or 15 per cent of
the paid-up equity share capital of IRCRTC through the
offer of sale route.
It has also proposed an
additional share sale of up 80
lakh equity shares of 5 per cent
of the paid-up equity share capital, in case of oversubscription.
In total, the base offer size
and oversubscription option

represent 20 per cent of outstanding equity shares of the
company.
The floor price of the offer
has been fixed at Rs 1,367 per
equity share.
The IRCTC share sale will
take place on a separate window of the stock exchanges on
December 10 and December
11. Only retail investors shall be
allowed to place their bids on
December 11.
The Twitter handle of the
Secretary of Department of

Investment and Public Asset
Management (DIPAM) said
on Wednesday: “Offer for Sale
in IRCTC opens tomorrow for
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SNL, in partnership with
B
Skylotech India, on
Thursday announced a breakthrough in satellite-based NBIoT (Narrowband-Internet of
Things), in pursuance of Prime
Minister Narendra Modis
vision of a Digital India —
starting with fishermen, farmers, and construction, mining
and logistics enterprises.

With this solution, India
will now have access to a ubiquitous fabric of connectivity for
millions of yet unconnected
machines, sensors and industrial IoT devices.This new
‘Made in India’ solution, which
is indigenously developed by
Skylo, will connect with BSNL’s
satellite ground infrastructure
and provide PAN-India coverage, including the Indian seas.
The coverage will be so vast

that it will not leave any dark
patch within the boundary of
India, from Kashmir and
Ladakh to Kanyakumari, and
from Gujarat to the Northeast,
including the Indian seas.P.K.
Purwar, CMD, BSNL, said:
“The solution is in line with
BSNL’s vision to leverage technology to provide affordable
and innovative telecom services
and products across customers
segments.”

company fell as company
announced OFS of up to 2.40
crore shares with option of
additional sell of 0.8 lakh
shares with floor price of Rs
1,367 per share.
Company has fixed OFS
has cut-off date for non-retail
investor December 10, 2020
and December 11 for retail
investors.
In a regulatory filing on
Wednesday, the company 10
per cent of the OFS has been
reserved for retail investors
and 5 per cent reserved for the
employees.
Non Retail investors. Day 2 for
retail investors. Govt. would
divest 15 per cent equity with
a 5 per cent green shoe option.”

other laggards, shedding up to
2.50 per cent.
On the other hand, FMCG
counters led the gainers’ chart,
with Nestle India spurting 4.17
per cent, ITC 3.58 per cent and
HUL rising 2.61 per cent.
Other winners included
Kotak Bank, L&T, Tata Steel
and ONGC, climbing up to
1.13 per cent.
Asian markets skidded
while European bourses held
steady ahead of ECB’s policy
decision, while investors also
monitored the UK-EU Brexit
talks.
“After five days of bullish
rally, the domestic market
reversed along with Asian
peers, backed by weak global
markets, triggering profit booking across major sectors. PSU
Banks, small and midcaps
which were so positive recently were also under bearish
attack...
“A sell-off was seen in the
US tech stocks which led to a
correction in the US market as
the stimulus package talks
dragged. Markets being at the
highest level, any unfavourable
events, domestic or global, can
result in temporary profit

booking. However, we believe
that the market is optimistic
enough to continue the rally
post a required consolidation,”
said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services.
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he rupee snapped its twoday winning streak to
T
close 9 paise lower at 73.66
against the US dollar on
Thursday, tracking muted
domestic equities and a
rebound in the American
currency.
At the interbank forex
market, the domestic unit
opened at 73.68 against the
US dollar and witnessed an
intra-day high of 73.62 and a
low of 73.77. The local unit
finally closed at 73.66 against
the American currency, registering a fall of 9 paise over
its previous close.
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he Centre on Thursday
said it has asked five states
T
Gujarat, Odisha, Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan
to identify for auction at least
five mineral blocks with preembedded clearances.
To boost investment, the
Centre has providded the auction of mineral blocks with preembedded clearances for mining projects, Coal and Mines
Minister Pralhad Joshi said
during a webinar on ‘Strategic
Importance of Mining’.
“We have requested the
states of Gujarat, Odisha,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh
and Rajasthan to identify at
least five mineral blocks for
auction with pre-embedded
clarances. I have requested five
(states) but if any state comes
forward and offers for preembedded clearances, the
Government of India is open
for that,” the minister said.
The move will ensure that
mining activity continues without hindrance.
The minister further said
that in the mining sector many
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inance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Thursday
F
reviewed the situation about
outstanding payments to
micro, small and medium
enterprises, especially by
CPSEs and central government agencies.
Top officials including
Secretary in the Department of
Financial Services Debasish
Panda, MSME Secretary A K
Sharma, among others, were
present in the meeting.
As part of the
Aatmanirbhar Bharat package
announced in May this year,
MSME dues from central government agencies and Central
Public Sector Enterprises
(CPSEs) should have been paid

in 45 days.
“Since the month of May
2020, regular follow-up and
concerted efforts have been
made by Government of India,
particularly by the MSME
Ministry for payment of these
dues.
Particular focus was placed
on CPSEs and central government agencies for payment of
dues to MSMEs,” an official
statement said.
As a result, over Rs 21,000
crore of MSME dues have been
paid in past 7 months by central government agencies and
CPSEs, it added.
The statement by the
MSME ministry said the highest level of procurement was
achieved in October of over Rs
5,100 crore and payment of
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New Delhi:The growth in the
insurance sector witnessed during August-October reversed in
November as the industry
reported Annual Premium
Equivalent (APE) degrowth of
44.4 per cent last month, said
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a report by Emkay Global
Financial Services.
It was the first month of
decline since July, it said.
“The improvement witnessed in August-October
2020, after the unlocking, fiz-

zled out in November 2020 as
the industry reported APE
degrowth of 44.4 per cent YoY,”
it said.The de-growth can be
largely attributed to the 62.6 per
cent year-on-year (YoY) APE
degrowth for LIC.

over Rs 4,100 crore.
It further said going by
the reports received in first 10
days for November, this level
of performance is expected to
be surpassed as procurement
of about Rs 4,700 crore and
payment of about Rs 4,000
crore have already been
reported.
“Efforts made in respect of
clearing MSME dues include
several rounds of letters written to the GoI Ministries and
CPSEs by the Secretar y,
MSME, followed by personal
talks and persuasions,” the
statement said.
The efforts found strong
support from PMO and
Cabinet Secretary, who wrote
letters to CPSEs and government agencies.

reforms are in pipeline.
“Very shortly most investment and industrial friendly
mining reforms are going to
come out,” he said. The
reforms, he stressed, will bring
a major change in the mining
sector and will result in the
growth of economy and creation of job.
Stating that infrastructure
will become identity of modern
India, the minister said that to
operate coal transport facilities,
39 first mile connectivity projects at an expenditure of Rs
18,000 crore are in various
stages of implementation.
Coal PSUs, he said, have
an investment plan of almost
Rs 2.5 lakh crore by 2030.
Also, Joshi said by 2022
there will be a new Parliament
building with all technological
facilities “so that Parliament
can be also made paperless”.
“This Parliament building
is almost ...100 years old and
many innovations have been
taken place from time to time.
But to cater to the need of
today’s requirement, (we) needed a new Parliament building,”
hesaid.
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companies are bullish
on Prices of the metal for
Stheteel
next two quarters and seeking to resolve supply-side constraints after the raw material
cost has risen sharply, officials
said on Thursday.Speaking on
the Centre’s target of producing 300 million tonne of steel
by 2030, they said the sector
will achieve it with rising
demand for the metal but could
take three-four years more
than the deadline, and the
supply-side stability is required
to meet the goal.Steel users
complained of a sharp rise in
the metal prices by about 40
per cent in the last four
months.”We are bullish on
prices for the next two quarters,” Vedanta Electrosteel Ltd
CEO Pankaj Malhan.
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ou were born in the same
year as India, 1947. How
have you seen it change?
Yes. When I came back to
India to introduce a new dance
form, there was a lot of resentment
in government cultural institutions,
Ministry of Culture, and even
from classical gurus. Not that people themselves weren’t receptive to
my experimental workshops. They
were afraid that their gurus would
get upset. It was my determination
and perseverance that kept me
going. I am grateful to the media
as they spoke about my work.
But yes, the peer criticism
was still around. A very established
dancer once said that even when
you stage one show in a year, people talk about it but they won’t talk
about the 30 to 40 shows we do in
a year. But the reason was due to
the kind of work they did and the
dance form that they practiced.
Though I have studied Kathakand
Kathakali, I do not take an entire
tukda from the Indian classical
style in my work. I just use the
technique. While often what they
were doing was yet another interpretation of Krishna or Shiva. In
the beginning, the audience was
limited to writers or musicians.
Slowly, the word got around. The
best form of publicity is word-ofmouth. Everybody went happy
while I stuck to my guns. In those
early days, I spent six months here
and six overseas.
Earlier, I was a solo dancer and
very energetic. But now I do slower movements and it is more difficult to be in sync with the music
than when the movement is faster.
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R What kept you going despite
the fact that the institutions and
the established artistes were not
accepting?
Those days, it was hard and
frustrating to be accepted as a liberal artiste but I had the support
and blessings of my parents. I could
come back to a happy home and
that was a big blessing. Even today,
many boys find it hard to rationalise their choice as performers.
My father, on the other hand, said,
‘I am sorry we do not have enough
connections to help you out.’ Had
it been an unhappy home, I would
not have been able to handle the
rejections I faced constantly.
RHow do collaborations further

your journey?
A collaboration needs to blend.
There needs to be some amount of
respect and understanding
between the collaborating partners.
We should be on the same plane.

When you are working, you want
the working environment to be
stress free. Otherwise, one is not
able to create. When I collaborate
with somebody, there is a spark
and I am able to do things which
I have never tried before. You need
someone to trigger that change or
extend that boundary. I worked
with a great artist, Bahauddin
Dagar. We were discussing something and he said, ‘Your performance’. And I immediately pointed out, ‘It is not my show but ours.
You are not accompanying me. We
are working together to create
something good.’
RHow difficult it was to perfect

the Jose Limon technique and the
way it seems to defy gravity? How
difficult was it to perfect, especially when you are using it in conjunction with the Martha
Graham technique?
I took these classes when I was
already 24. When you are young,
your body is supple. I imbibed only
those things which my body could
accept. So I cannot claim perfection in these dance forms. But yes,
all that experience of how these
schools’ practitioners worked with
their bodies and their breath control influenced me deeply. This was
a whole new teaching process. I
studied many dance forms and
ended up using a lot of Balinese
movements in my work. People
also see the influence of Japanese
Butoh dance in my work. All this
experience enriched me as an
individual.
RMukhabhinay is an important

part of your dance technique and
that is something which is clearly Indian in origin...
Mukhabhinay is something
that is ingrained in me. Don’t forget that I learnt Kathak and
Kathakali for 16 years so it comes
naturally. I use it a lot but not all
the time.

R You hitchhiked to the US.
What made you do that? How
have your travels contributed to
your art?
I had studied Indian classical
dance, beginning with Kathak.
And then my father put the brakes
on my lessons. But he had let a boy,
and that too a Parsi one, take dancing lessons in the first place.
Destiny called again when I
watched an American dance company perform in the city. A new
dimension opened up where
dancers performed as a collective
using a defined space. Nothing like
that existed in India and my father

didn’t have the means to invest in
my passion. But I was fired by a
spirit of adventure and just set off.
I left the country in 1969 on a cargo
ship with goats, sheep and other
workers who would get off at
Dubai or Bahrain. Eventually, the
voyage ended at Khorramshahr in
Iran. I hitchhiked across Europe as
it was a part of the youth culture
then. Nobody thought anything
about travelling with strangers.
I also travelled to Canada and
Japan. Monuments and places that
I had just read about came to life
for me. I travelled the world and
explored different cultures for
approximately eight years instead.
I just hitchhiked, studied, absorbed
and learnt. I went to Australia and
New Zealand on a cheap budget.
These travels have ensured that I
look at each day as a gift where I
meet more people. I stayed in a
youth hostel picking up tips to survive. Recently, a friend’s daughter
told me that she was so much in
awe of my experiences. But now
many young people are doing it
though in a much different form.
It is more hiking rather than
hitchhiking.
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“Yeh ishq nahi asaan,
Bas itna samajh lijiye
Sirf 30 seconds ka time hai,
Aur impress karke nikalna hai!”
inding love has never been quirkier and
if you think you can ace this, then
MTV has you covered. Sprucing up the
momentum to find love in the current
unprecedented times, the channel has
launched the first ever online auditions for
the 13th season of its marquee dating-reality franchise, Splitsvilla X3.
For the first time, the channel will unveil
four Splitsvillain (two boys and two girls)
prior to the show, who will be part of the
online auditions. Ten shortlisted boys and
girls will pitch a date to the Splitsvillain in
each episode. And then, the twist will begin.
These virtual pitches are timebound, and the
contestants will only have 30 seconds to ace
the game. Out of the four people the
Splitsvillain selects after dating them, the
audience will select a boy and a girl, who get
a chance to make it to MTV Splitsvilla X3,
via public voting on Voot. The ones to make
it to the show get a chance to be a part of
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Splitsvilla X3, with an exotic location,
drama, fun, romance, and spice. And to top
it all, the charming duo Rannvijay Singha
and Sunny Leone will be back as hosts for
the seventh time over and up the ante with
the virtual auditions.
Rannvijay said, “This year has been a
complete roller coaster for us. While safety

is of prime importance, there’s no way the
entertainment quotient can spiral down.
This is one show which lets you explore the
possibilities of love and relationships in the
most candid way and the online auditions
is sure to add up to the fun. Digital is the
new normal and we’re here to kickstart the
season in a different yet fresh avatar.
Looking forward to fans pouring in their
love for the show.”
Sunny Leone said, “Every season, the
journey of Splitsvilla unfolds in a refreshingly different way for me. Not only do I
meet new people, I get to experience and
work around newer themes and formats.
This year is no different, despite the challenges. With digital becoming the way of life,
the live auditions are a first for me and I am
really excited to be a part of this format. The
auditions are sure to double up the fun and
I’m looking forward to interact with some
interesting people in the process.”
(The virtual auditions will be held on
December 12 & 13 and then December 19 &
20 on the official MTV pages on Facebook,
Twitter, Youtube and VOOT.)

R Is that why you connect to
young people from varied backgrounds? You’ve also worked
with hearing-impaired children
and those from the Salaam
Baalak Trust...
Yes, I worked with children of
the Salaam Baalak Trust and the
drummers of Manipur. And here
I can point out a difference. When
travelling on shows, the Manipur
dancers wait for me to take them
out while the ones from the trust
are survivors and they have the
instinct to explore.
I have worked with the deaf
after I came across a friend who
was working with a deaf theatre
company in Kolkata. I was not
trained to work with them but
learnt on the job. After a threeweek workshop, it was possible to
create an entire experience with
them able to express themselves. I
learnt so much from them like lipreading and sign language. I use
myself as a catalyst and then mentor and nurture them. They
became confident and were role
models.
Earlier, the ones from the
Trust performed on Bollywood
songs and were applauded. After
working with me, they got recognition as people came up to speak
with them and applauded them.
They were excited because there
was a sense of achievement as they
saw their photos in the newspapers
as well. I am not doing this for my
glorification but rather to demonstrate what can be done with hard
work and perseverance.
R While dancers half your age
follow the set patterns, you keep
extending your boundaries...
What keeps you young?
(Guffaws) I still, by God’s
grace, can dance at my age and the
response, which one gets from the
public is an incentive. And I personally feel that I still can so why
should I stop? I keep pushing
myself physically and creatively. I
have been working for 14 years in
Manipur. Earlier, it was with the
martial artists and now it is with
the drummers. The performance
that is put up now is all very organic while keeping their tradition
intact. I do feel tradition is very
important and it gives you grounding. When you have a strong
foundation, then you can grow and
are open to absorbing and looking
at things with an eye that is impartial. Lekin chahat honi chahiye
(But you should have the desire).
Otherwise you are wasting your
time and also that of the person
who wants you to be a part of the

project.
R Your choice of venues have
been eclectic to say the least, for
instance, The Great Wall of
China, amid artefacts in a museum and more...
People are used to watching a
performance in a theatre. But
when I select a space, it has to
speak to me. For example, at
Triveni, I will have people sitting
on the stage while the performance
takes place on the steps. But some
performances work better in an
enclosed environment.
RWith the advent of digital, how

do you see performing arts
changing?
Overseas, there is a lot of
audio-visual work happening in
production. But I feel when you
come to see a performance, you
want to do just that.
R How much of practice did it

take to mould yourself like dough
during Chewing Gum?
I am very impressed that
you’ve done your homework. A lot
of time people come to me and say.
Bataiye aap kya kar rahein hain
(What are you doing)? It was a
stretch fabric that I used. It was a
small box and I sat inside it. The
way children chew gum and take
it out, that’s the way it was performed. It was a short interlude.
People still ask me if I do it.
RCan artistes afford to be political, especially through their
work?
Yes. The four quotes of
Mahatma Gandhi that I have used
for my present work reflect it.
When I started, the protests
against CAA had not picked up
but now they are so much more
relevant. The first quote is, ‘It is
very easy to be a part of the crowd.
It takes courage to stand alone’.
And that is what citizens have
done, the way they have rallied
together.
The second one is, ‘I have been
very disappointed with educated
people and how they have reacted.’ While Mahatma Gandhi was
talking about how educated people did not shun khadi, today, it is
a reference to people who are saying, ‘I am pro-CAA,’ which is disappointing. When I attended
protest rallies or put up a status on
Facebook, someone told me, ‘I
wouldn’t be affected so I shouldn’t react.’ But I am looking at the
larger picture. Earlier, all of us
lived, worked, spoke and stood up
for each other. Why not, now?
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he film of the 1990s, Coolie No.
1 has been revamped with a
modern-day twist. Director
David Dhawan shares his thought
and experience behind re-making the
film with Varun Dhawan and Sara Ali
Khan.
“It’s my film that I made 25 years
ago and the thought of a remake had
never come. I had to do something
with Varun, and I was thinking what
to do. When I asked Varun if he liked
this film, he saw it and didn’t answer.
He later got a little convinced as it
was a very difficult film for him
because we have one of the best actor
playing the lead role — Govinda —
and there’s no comparison. At the
same time, Vashu ji said let’s do a
remake of the film. And that was also
the first film that Vashu and I had
done. So that’s how the idea came
about,” he says.
Talking about the script, the
director says, “When I started to
work on the film/ script, I had to redo
everything.”
The makers have also released
peppy tracks back to back, first Teri

Bhabhi followed by Husn Hai Suhana,
which have made it to everyone’s
party playlists once again.
Adding onto the Christmas
cheer, Amazon Prime Video brings
the World Premiere of Dhawan’s
45th film.
The film is produced by Vashu
Bhagnani, Jackky Bhagnani and
Deepshikha Deshmukh. It also stars
Paresh Rawal, Rajpal Yadav, Javed
Jaffrey and Johnny Lever.
On other front, Varun recently
tested positive for COVID-19.
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used to take vanilla for
granted. Then, I was making
Ichocolate
chip cookies one

$%5$1'1(:

Sustainability and vegan
foods
With the pandemic taking
the world by storm, vegan food
picked up steam amongst many.
People became more conscious
about the food that they eat,
wanting to consume things that
were grown in a sustainable way
— without harming animals and
earth at large. Consequently, the
market for ‘vegan-only’ brands
is growing by leaps and bounds.
Many SMEs have also arisen in
the product space across the
nation promoting plant-based
products, foods and more.
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s the world grapples with
the massive impact of the
global pandemic, daily
interactions with the external
world — retail and other public spaces, restaurants, offices,
educational institutions, and
even with each other has been
effectively reoriented to prioritise personal hygiene and public safety. No one can predict
how events will unfold in the
foreseeable future. As a result,
our sensibilities are moving
towards and causing major
changes in how the food industry is expected to function.
Industry stakeholders are, hence,
gearing up for the new normal.
Following the new health
guidelines, countries around
the world have started to implement a number of policy measures to curb the spread of the
disease. And there are certain
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new trends that are likely to gain
ground in the post-COVID era.
These are:
Omnichannel eating
In the wake of the pandemic, people have adopted a new
approach towards the food they
cherish. Consumers now eat
whatever they please — whenever and wherever they want to.
Conventional hospitality has
taken a backseat as people
become adept at and continue
to hone their own culinary
skills staying at home. They
aren’t beholden to the services
of restaurants if they feel like
having a burger or pizza. They
know they can turn to their own
kitchen for the purpose. Rise of
home-based cooking is scaling
up the use of available meal kits
or starters and healthier ingredients, resulting in new gourmet

experiences.
Immunity boosting food
As the pandemic dug its
claws deeper, raw turmeric was
picked up, gut health became
important, variety of cakes were
baked and Dalgona was stirred.
But a greater buzz was created
by foods meant for boosting
health, one of the many
favourable outcomes of
COVID-19. Reports show that
almost 31 per cent consumers
are purchasing more items with
health benefits, and 50 per cent
indicated a preference for foods
and beverages that contain
nourishing ingredients for
strengthening immunity.
Lip-smacking breakfast
As more people work from
home, the most vital meal of the
day — breakfast — is getting the

Less intake of sugar
The pandemic upended
our lifestyles completely. In
order to deal with the accompanying stress, rising uncertainty, inconsistent routines and
lower activity levels, many gravitated towards comfort food,
leading to unhealthy lifestyles.
As a result, most of them are
now re-engineering their diets
to reduce the intake of sugar,
which in turn augments the
demand for sugar substitutes
and new technologies in sugar
reduction landscape.
Every adversity has a silver
lining to it. For COVID-19, it’s
the consciousness that has
emerged amongst people about
switching to healthy diets and
living an environmentally sustainable life. Indoor indulgent
gourmet experience will be the
new norm. And this trend is
expected to only rise further.
(The writer is Managing
Director and the Gastronome
Chef, Kitchen Kraft Luxury
Catering.)

attention it truly deserves, not
just on weekends but every day.
There’s a whole new bunch of
innovative products catering to
people for what they eat in the
morning. With newer and
healthier options available, it has
become easier to work from
home as well as stay healthy.
Snacking through the day
With life getting busier by
the day, people are slowly doing
away with the standard 3- meala-day routine. Instead, people
have now developed a habit of
either eating small meals at
regular intervals or snacking
throughout the day. This gives
them the much-needed breaks
in between work. Also, many
have switched to nibbling on
healthy and nutritious snacks
rather than savoury items that
they used to eat earlier.
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Vanilla powder
The Nielsen-Massey powder is made by encapsulating
vanilla extract in a cornstarch
base, which dissolves when
blended with any wet product.
It is sugar- and alcohol-free.
It is best used in any dry
applications or when you
want the taste of vanilla but
not the tint of vanilla extract,
as in a white cake or white
buttercream.
I also use it in spice rubs
made of dried ingredients, for
grilled fruit recipes, for
instance. There are other
vanilla powders in the marketplace that are ground beans
and dark brown in colour.
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Vanilla bean paste
Available as a blend and as
a
single-origin
f rom
Madagascar, vanilla bean
paste delivers the same flavour
and adds the look of the
vanilla bean, which is especially appealing in ice cream,
cream br ulee and other
desserts. Beth Nielsen, vice
president of culinary for the
company, also brushes it on
mild fish before grilling. The
sugar that is there in the
paste caramelises during
cooking and creates a simple
glaze.
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Single-origin vanillas
These, Nielsen says, “shine
in their distinct ways, such as
high-heat application for
Indonesian, chocolate dishes
for Ugandan, etc.” Varieties
include:
Madagascar Bourbon:
Deep, smooth, creamy flavour.
This is what most people associate with the flavour of vanilla. Best choice for a multi-purpose vanilla.
Mexican: The OG vanilla,
spicy, works well with warm
autumn spices such as cinnamon, nutmeg, allspice. This is
the vanilla to pair with fall
flavours. Has an affinity to
chocolate as well.
Ugandan: Similar to
Madagascar vanilla in that it is
creamy and sweet, but it has a
chocolate note and is good in
caramel and citrus dishes.
Indonesian: Indonesia is
the second largest grower in
the world, and the vanilla has
a unique flavour profile that is
woody and earthy, with natural smoky notes. It retains its
flavour in high heat and is a
good choice for a grilling
marinade, as well as cookies
like biscotti which are baked
twice.
Tahitian: Comes from a
slightly different vanilla orchid
called the Vanilla tahitensis,
and only grows in tropical
Tahiti. It is uniquely fruity and

floral, and the beans are shorter. This vanilla is delicate and
cannot withstand heat well. It
has a cherry fruit note and is
best in fruit-based desserts, or
added to ice cream, cream
anglaise and non-cook
desserts.
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amount of sugar in it, in addition to alcohol. The sugar
keeps the vanilla suspended in
the liquid. You can buy no
sugar added vanilla extract, but
it must be shaken before use.
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Pure vanilla extract
The pantry staple, it’s
made from a blend of different
origins. Different brands have
different blends. Vanilla
extract generally has a small
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day and ran out of vanilla
extract. So I left it out. It was
like leaving salt out of the
recipe. The cookies lacked the
round, full flavours they usually had. I realised vanilla was
the foundation of all my
favourite baked goods.
It is an essential ingredient
like salt, and its usual supporting role is to enhance and
bring out the featured flavour.
Whether it’s part of the supporting cast or the star, however, it is important to use the
best quality vanilla you can
find.
As baking season ramps
up, here’s a primer on vanilla
extracts, pastes and powders,
including single-origin vanillas, which have specific uses
depending on where they
come from.
Although the word ‘vanilla’ can carry a “plain Jane” vibe,
vanilla is anything but plain.
Cultivating and growing vanilla beans is complex, and vanilla is the second most expensive
spice after saffron. But you use
so little of it per recipe that the
cost of even the highest-quality vanilla in a batch of cookies, say, is nominal, and a
small price to pay for maximising flavour.
Vanilla planifolia originated in Mexico and was
brought to Madagascar,
Indonesia, Uganda and Tahiti,
among other places. Today,
Madagascar produces the most
vanilla beans, and is likely the
origin of the vanilla product in
your pantry. Making extracts,
paste and powder out of the
fruit of an orchid is a time and
labour-intensive proposition.
Until recently, I didn’t
realise how many vanilla
options there were. Nielsen
Massey, for instance, makes
five single-origin extracts, and
I wondered if I could taste a
difference among them.
With the help of Nielsen,
I have created a primer on
vanilla and the five single-origins that I tasted. The good
news about the paste and powder is you can substitute them.
Meaning, if your recipe calls
for one teaspoon of vanilla
extract, you can opt for one
teaspoon of either paste or
powder instead.
For everyday cooking and
baking, choose your favourite
single-origin vanilla, or opt for
the pure vanilla extract.

\PZT\PbWTS_^cPc^Tb5^acWPc
Q^X[_^cPc^Tb_TaUTRc[hP]ScWT]
bcaPX]Xc
● CPZTPbPdRT_P]PSS^X[VPa[XR

cWh\TP]SR^^ZCWT]PSS
\PbWTS_^cPc^Tb\X[ZP]S[TPeTXc
c^cWXRZT]U^aU^dac^UXeT\X]dcTb

38B9CD=1C@
@E449>7
F70CH>D=443

● 8]P]^]bcXRZ_P]WTPcd_^X[

PSScWh\TRP_bXRd\P]S
Qa^RR^[X
● 5^abPdRTcPZTP_P]_dcb^\T

VPa[XRRP_TaPSSRaTP\bP[c
_T__Ta_Pab[ThP]SQdccTaFWT]
cWTbPdRTXbaTPShPSS[T\^]
CWT]bTaeTXcfXcW\PbW_^cPc^Tb
2^dacTbh)7X\P]bWd3W^]SXhP[Ua^\BXgcW
4\_TaXRP

● Ad\) &V\

UXVbQa^f]bdVPaP]Sad\X]P
\XgX]VQ^f[BcXafT[[c^\Xg
R^eTaP]S[TPeTU^a!#W^dabc^
b^PZ

● 1[PRZRdaaP]cb)!#V\

● 0UcTa!#W^dab\XgcWTU[^da

● 1^X[X]VfPcTa) $V

SPcTbR^R^P_^fSTaQPZX]V
_^fSTaQdccTab_XRTbP]STVVb
P[^]VfXcWcWTb^PZTSUadXc
\XgcdaTX]P[PaVT\XgX]VQ^f[

● 1[PRZaPXbX]b) '$V\
● Bd[cP]Pb) '$V\
● ?ad]Tb) $V\
● 5XVb)!V\

● 6aTPbT_dSSX]V\^d[SfXcW

● 1a^f]bdVPa)$V\
● ATSRWTaaXTb) $V\

QdccTa?^dacWT_dSSX]V
\XgcdaTX]c^cWT\^d[Sb

● 1dccTa)!$V\

● 1PZTX]PS^dQ[TQ^X[TaPc

● 2W^R^[PcT) V\

#STVaTTRT[bXdbU^a%
\X]dcTb

● EP]X[[PTgcaPRc) V\

● >]RTcWT_dSSX]VXbR^^ZTS

● 3PcTbRW^__TS) $V\

aT\^eTUa^\cWT_P]P]SbTc
PbXSTc^R^^[

● 5[^da)"!V\
● 2^R^P_^fSTa)!V\

● 2^eTafXcWR[X]VfaP_c^

● 4VVb) 'V\

● 6PaP\\PbP[P)!$V\

<4C7>3

● 1PZX]V_^fSTa)!V\

ZTT_Xcb^Uc

● 2PaSP\^\_^fSTa)"V\

● 2^\QX]TcWTQ[PRZRdaaP]cb

2^dacTbh)2d[X]Pah7TPS0\Xc:d\Pa

Q[PRZaPXbX]bbd[cP]Pb_ad]Tb

;>_|aP

● 2X]]P\^]_^fSTa)!$V\

b_^ac !

=4F34;78k5A830H k3424<14A !!

‘Oz depth will be tested in Warner's absence’ <PSaXSR[dQbUX]SfPhc^PSeP]RT
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nemesis Steve Smith
feels that Australian team’s batItingndia’s
depth would be hugely
tested in absence of injured
opener David Warner in the first
Test in Adelaide, starting
December 17.
The hosts will likely have a
new look opening combination
in Joe Burns and Marcus Harris
following injuries to Warner
(groin) and in-form young gun
Will Pucovski (concussion).
“Our depth is obviously
going to be tested with Davey
(Warner) out and few potentially new players coming in. It will
test us out no doubt against a
good Indian outfit,” Smith said
in a virtual news conference.
“They beat us out here last
time and they’re a very good
side. It’s gonna be a great series
and whoever’s up there and
whoever’s in the team hopefully we will do our job and can
have a successful summer.”
Smith rated the Indian
bowling attack highly even
though he felt that it’s not the
“strongest” without senior pro
Ishan Sharma, who has been
ruled out of the four-match
series because of a side strain he
sustained during the IPL.
“They are a good (bowling)
line-up. They’re pretty experi-
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enced now... Mohd Shami has
played a lot of cricket, Bumrah
has played a reasonable amount
of cricket and a quality bowler.
“In the spin department,
whichever spinner they use be
it Ashwin, Jadeja or Kuldeep,
they’ve all played a fair bit of
cricket now.
“The quicks perhaps haven’t
played quite as much, whoever
they go with them but they’re all
good bowlers. We’re gonna have
to be at our best as a batting
group this summer, if we’re
gonna beat them.”
On Ishant’s absence, he said:
“Ishant Sharma is probably a big
loss for them at the start, if he’s
not available... He’s obviously
played a lot of cricket. Maybe
without him, it may not be the
strongest. I’m sure they would
like him to play.”
The series will see Smith’s
face-off with Indian pace spearhead Bumrah for the first time
in longer formats and he said the
key against his awkward action
is to be watchful all the time.
“I’m not doing anything
specific. I think his skill set won’t
probably change too much. We
know how he bowls, he’s got a
good pace.
“He’s got that awkward
action, very different to a lot of
people. So you’ve got to be
pretty watchful all the time.

Indian skipper Virat Kohli
will take paternity leave after the
Pink Ball Test to be with his
actor wife who is expecting
their first child in January.
Asked whether it will be a
big advantage for the Aussies,
Smith said it’s a big loss for India
but he credited Kohli for the
decision. “No doubt it’s a big loss
for India, Virat is a world class
player. But look, you have got to
give some credit to him.”
“I know how much he
would love to have played here
but he’s also a human being, and
he’s got a life outside of cricket
and a family that’s starting. So
credit to him for wanting to be
there for the birth of his first
child. “We know how much he
loves playing here in Australia,
how good he is. But like I said,
a lot of credits go to him for
wanting to go back there.”

30K FOR BOXING DAY TEST
The iconic Boxing Day Test
between India and Australia is
set to be played in front of 30,000
fans per day after the Victorian
government eased crowd restrictions on Thursday.
The Boxing Day Test scheduled to be played from
December 26 at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground was earlier
restricted to 25 per cent of the
total capacity crowd a day.
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nternational cricket will return
to India after a coronavirusIforced
break with the marquee
series against England in
February-March next year and
the itinerary unveiled on
Thursday features a Day/Night
Pink Ball Test at the reconstructed Sardar Patel Stadium in
Ahmedabad.
Apart from the day-nighter
starting
February
24,
Ahmedabad will also host the
fourth and final Test and five
T20Is, the BCCI stated unveiling the 52-day tour’s detailed
schedule.
The two other venues that
have been allotted matches as

per BCCI’s rotational policy are
Chennai, which will be the
venue for the first two Test
matches (starting February 5),
and Pune that will host the three
ODIs (March 23 to 28).
“Chennai will also host the
second Test while the newly built
Sardar Patel Motera Stadium in
Ahmedabad will host the
remaining two Test matches,”
stated a press release from the
BCCI.
“Motera, the largest cricket
stadium in the world, boasts of
state of the art facilities and a
seating capacity of 110,000...The
iconic Test will be followed by
the 5-match T20I series, which
will also be held in Ahmedabad,”
it added.
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England team will finish its
two World Test Championship
engagements in Sri Lanka (Jan
14-18, Jan 22-26) and fly from
Colombo to Chennai on Jan 27.
BCCI secretary Jay Shah on
Thursday announced Motera as
the venue for the day/night Test
during the Gujarat Cricket
Association’s Indoor Academy
inauguration.
The match will be India’s
second pink ball Test at home
after the Bangladesh game at the
Eden Gardens last year.
The last leg of the tour will
feature ODIs and all three
matches will be held in Pune.
Since the England team will
be travelling from one bio-bubble to another, it would be

allowed to train during its weeklong soft quarantine in Chennai.
There are no practice
matches scheduled as of now
and it is understood that since
England would have already
played two Tests in Sri Lanka,
they won’t require a warm-up
game after landing in Chennai.
The Indian squad members
are likely to be given a week’s
break after they are back from
Australia and would again
undergo RT-PCR Tests before
they enter the bio-bubble in
Chennai.
It is understood that a successful hosting of England series
would pave the way for a good
IPL at home after it had to be
taken to UAE this year.
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arim Benzema sent Real
Madrid through to the
K
last 16 of the Champions
League on Wednesday alongside their rivals Atletico, while
Neymar scored a hat-trick as
Paris Saint-Germain beat
Istanbul Basaksehir in a
match that had been delayed
for 24 hours over a racism
row.
Real are Europe’s most
decorated club with 13
European Cups but they
needed to beat Borussia
Moenchengladbach
in
Madrid to be sure of
making it through the
group stage of the
Champions League for
a 24th straight year.
Benzema was their
hero, easing the pressure on coach Zinedine
Zidane with two fine backpost headers in the first half
securing a 2-0 win in a game
played behind closed doors at
the Alfredo di Stefano
Stadium.
The Frenchman also hit
the bar in the second half and
in the end it was a result that
suited both teams, with a 0-0
draw between Inter Milan
and Shakhtar Donetsk allowing Real to top Group B and
Gladbach, former European
Cup runners-up, to go
through as runners-up.
Players from the German
club gathered around smartphones and laptops after full
time in Madrid to follow
events in Milan, where a winner for either team would
have knocked Gladbach out.
They celebrated wildly when
their qualification was confirmed.
INTER FAIL AGAIN
Shakhtar go into the
Europa League while Inter
finish bottom of their group,
failing to reach the last 16 for
a third season running.
Meanwhile Atletico needed to beat Red Bull Salzburg
in Austria to qualify as runners-up in Group A behind
Bayern Munich, and did so
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with Mario Hermoso and
Yannick Carrasco
scoring in a 2-0 victory.
Salzburg now go
into the Europa
League while reigning European champions Bayern completed the group stage unbeaten as Niklas Suele and Eric
Maxim Choupo-Moting gave
them a 2-0 win over
Lokomotiv Moscow.
ATALANTA THROUGH
The other team to clinch
qualification on Wednesday
was Atalanta, whose 1-0 win
away to Ajax secured second
place in Group D behind
Liverpool and a last-16 spot
for the second year running.
Luis Muriel scored a late
winner for Atalanta in
Amsterdam after Ryan
Gravenberch was sent off for
the hosts, who drop into the
Europa League.
A l r e a d y
through, Liverpool
were able to give a
chance to several
younger players
in their 1-1 draw
with Midtjylland
in Denmark,
w h e r e
Mohamed
Salah put the
2019 winners ahead
early on but
Alexander
S c h o l z’s
penalty gave
the hosts an

honourable draw.
NEYMAR HAT-TRICK
PSG had wrapped up their
qualification for the last 16 on
Tuesday thanks to Manchester
United’s defeat at RB Leipzig,
despite their own game being
suspended after an unprecedented walkout.
With a new set of officials,
the game restarted in the 14th
minute on Wednesday and an
irresistible Neymar scored a
hat-trick while also winning a
penalty converted by Kylian
Mbappe.
That was Mbappe’s first
Champions League goal in 12
months, and he scored again
later on after Mehmet Topal
pulled one back. With their 51 victory, PSG go through
as group winners.
Pep Guardiola’s
Manchester City
made it five wins
and a draw in Group
D as they eased to a
3-0 victory against
Marseille with
Ferran Torres
and
Sergio
Aguero getting
second-half goals
before an Alvaro
Gonzalez own goal.
Also already
qualified, Porto beat
Olympiakos 2-0 in
Piraeus courtesy of
Otavio’s early penalty
and a Matheus Uribe
goal.
The draw for
the last 16 is on
Monday.
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hy would you quit a job as a Human
Resources manager in an Indian IT
major to take up a career as a musician? “Well, if you are not being honest to either
your job or your passion, you are short changing both,” Gavin Pacheco says. He quit his job
a decade ago and has had no regrets since.
Describing himself as a ‘freelance musician’,
Gavin has played the bass guitar in several
prominent independent bands in India including Faridkot, Desi Roots, The Limited
Experience and Gone Fishing and has had a blast
doing that. “Nothing beats the experience of
playing music in front of a crowd and seeing the
audience happy,” he says.
So how did he get into music? “People
assume that just because I’m Goan I have a musical heritage, and yes, I do. My father played the
saxophone. While my introduction to music was
through Gospel music, but I’d say, like most kids
my age, when I was a teenager I listened to rock
music including Guns ‘N Roses, Metallica, Van
Halen and the like.” Yet, many of the bands
Gavin plays for, and where he often collaborates
in the arranging of music as well as writing the
songs, take a lot of inspiration from Indian
music and sounds.
Bands such as Desi Roots where the lyrics
are in Hindi help the music reach out to a wider
audience and have given Gavin and his bands
the opportunity to play at concerts and corporate shows across the length and breadth of the
country. “My father would have loved it if I got
into an IIT. Of course, that didn’t happen but I
can proudly say that I have played at every IIT.”
College shows are the best in his opinion.
“And when the audience is singing the chorus
along with the band, it is an exhilarating feeling.” Sometimes things can take a surprising
turn. “We got noticed by a major global clothing brand after one of our shows and they liked
our music so much that they took us on as brand
ambassadors. This was during demonetisation
and things were tough for musicians, so that was
really cool”, Pacheco continues.
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Gavin’s father, Tony Pacheco
never did carry on with the saxophone professionally and pursued
a career as a very popular teacher
at Delhi’s St.Columba's school,
Gavin is now following in his
father’s footsteps by becoming a
teacher. But not a traditional school
teacher rather Gavin became an
entrepreneur by establishing ‘Your
Academy of Music’ (YAM) in
Gurugram Sector-50, where he
teaches the guitar to the next generation of kids. “In fact, we get to
learn a lot from these kids. Of
course, we become aware of the
current trends and sounds in
music. And I teach the kids
through the bands and artistes
they listen to rather than shoving
things down their throat, or things
they may not like. And it is amazing getting to meet these kids
every day.”

Unfortunately for many musicians, 2020 has been a major bump
on road, rather a long and loud
feedback noise on the amplifiers.
There are few opportunities for live
performances, the bread and but-

ter for most musicians, not just in
India but across the world. “Well,
let’s hope the vaccine gets music
back as well as live classes but
teaching kids has helped me retain
some sanity.”

And what about the Kia Sonet
and the seven-speaker BOSE audio
system in the car? “Well, first, the
Intelligent Manual Transmission
is a brilliant idea and the sound
quality is just amazing for a car at
this price. As a musician or anyone
who loves listening to music, having a good audio system on a car is
a very important thing and we all
know the quality of BOSE audio
and after hearing this, I would even
consider purchasing a car like the
Sonet.”
Little wonder then that the Kia
Sonet is among the best cars
launched in 2020. The year might
have been a difficult one for many
people but on India's roads we have
a new champion. It comes loaded
with amazing new technology and
features that are not found even in
cars three times the price forget the
ones in its own segment. ■

