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With agitating farmers
reluctant to accept

Government’s offer on farm
laws and intensifying their stir,
the BJP has sought to launch a
strong counter-awareness cam-
paign to mobilise support for
the new agriculture marketing
laws with the public and the
farmers outside Punjab and
Haryana.

The ruling party’s vigorous
outreach programme in “next
few days” would involve 100
press conferences and 718
farmers meeting in as many
districts to explain “correct”
implications of the three farm
laws to the farmers of the
country, sources said.

The BJP leaders would
organise “kisan sammelans”
in rural “chaupals” to con-
vince the farmers that the new
farm laws would give them
“unrestricted freedom” to sell
and “increase” their income by
way of contract farming, said
sources in the party.

The new Central farm laws
have allowed trade and contract
in agricultural produce as also
removed restrictions on hoard-
ing by amending essential com-
modities Act. Farmers are
demanding that the
Government rollback these law
which they say would put
farmers at the mercy of corpo-
rate traders and their profi-
teering business.

According to BJP leaders,
their “awareness campaign”
(on the farm laws) which got
thwarted on account of coron-
avirus pandemic, would be
expanded and also involve

farmers outside Punjab and
Haryana, the States which,
they claim, are “mainly feed-
ing” the current stir on the out-
skirts of Delhi.

Union and State Cabinet
Ministers will take part in the
intense communication cam-
paign with documents and
“point-by-point” allay farm-
ers’ apprehensions on the laws
as they would also list out
Government’s “readiness” to
amend the sections which may
help neutralising their fears on
contract farming.

The farmers wing of the
RSS — “Bharatiya Kisan Sangh”
(BKS) — is too planning to
organise a massive farmer out-
reach and around “Kisan
Chaupals” in different parts of
the country to showcase the
benefits of the farm laws.

“The exercise has already
begun in right earnest in rural
areas,” said one of the BKS 
leaders.

The BKS has asked all its
units to “help farmers in pro-
curement and payment” issues
across the country.

The BKS while supporting
demand for guaranting
Minimum Support Price to
the farmers has not joined the
farmers agitation, citing “politi-
cisation” of the protest.

The BJP is attempting to
rope in farmers who are
inclined to toe a 
middle-path” in the ongoing
protest and be satisfied with the
amendments and guaranteeing
the MSP and not be with the
“extremists” wanting a com-
plete annulment of the three
farm laws, sources said. 
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The Union Home Ministry
on Friday summoned West

Bengal’s Chief Secretary and
DGP on December 14 for an
explanation on the law and
order situation in the State. 

While the two officials
refused to turn up saying the
matter was being examined
by the State Government, TMC
launched scathing attack on the
Centre for bypassing the State
Government.

Chief Secretary Alapan
Bandyopadhyay and Director
General of Police Virendra
were  asked to present before
the Union Home Secretary
Ajay Kumar Bhalla to explain
the law and order situation
based on the report of
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar’s

on the attack on BJP president
JP Nadda’s convoy. 

In response to the Home
Ministry’s letter, Chief
Secretary wrote back saying his
and DGP’s presence in Delhi
was avoidable as the matter is
“already being examined” by
the State Government.

He also wrote, “While fur-

ther reports are being obtained
and compiled, in the circum-
stances, I am directed to
request you to kindly dispense
with the presence of State offi-
cials in the meeting, consider-
ing the State Government is
already addressing this issue
with utmost seriousness.”

Continued on Page 2
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Thousands of doctors on
Friday held nationwide

strike under the banner of the
Indian Medical Association
(IMA) opposing the Centre’s
move to allow postgraduate
practitioners of Ayurveda to be
trained in performing surgical
procedures. 

The strike involved the
withdrawal of non-Covid and
non-essential activities from 6
am to 6 pm.

Last month, the Central
Council of Indian Medicine —
the regulatory body for the
study and practice of Ayurveda

in India — amended the Indian
Medicine Central Council
(Post Graduate Ayurveda
Education) Regulations, 2016,
to include the regulation to per-
mit postgraduate students of
Ayurveda to receive training
and practice of “shalya” and

“shalakya”. Shalya refers to gen-
eral surgery, shalakya is relat-
ed to diseases of the ear, nose,
throat, head, eye, and oro-
dentistry. The IMA con-
demned the move, terming
the decision as a “deceptive
camouflage of mixing the sys-

tems of medicine”.
The Ayush Ministry then

issued a statement clarifying
that the amendment was spe-
cific to 58 surgical procedures
only. However, the body of
medical practitioners said: “It
is nothing but a blatant attempt
at mixopathy and khichdifica-
tion of medical education and
practice.”

On Friday, doctors at the
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences and various other
Government-run hospitals in
Delhi and the municipality-run
Hindu Rao Hospital performed
duties while wearing black
armbands and ribbons.

Dr R Sharma, national
president of the association,
said: “Modern medicine is con-
trolled and research-oriented,
we are proud of the heritage
and richness of Ayurveda but
the two shouldn’t be mixed.”

Continued on Page 2
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Rebutting Chinese claim that
India is responsible for ten-

sion at the Line of Actual
Control (LAC), New Delhi on
Friday hit back and said the sit-
uation worsened due to efforts
by Beijing to “unilaterally
change” the status of the LAC.

These strong comments
by External Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson Anurag
Srivastava came at a media
briefing. He was asked about
the fresh comments by the
Chinese foreign ministry blam-
ing India again for the border
situation in eastern Ladakh.

“Our position has been
very clear and has been artic-
ulated several times in the
past. The situation that we
have seen since the last six
months has been a result of the
actions of the Chinese side
which has sought to effect a

unilateral change in status
along the LAC in eastern
Ladakh,” he said.

“These actions are in vio-
lation of the bilateral agree-
ments and protocol on ensur-
ing peace and tranquility along
the LAC in the India-China
border areas,” Srivastava added.

A Chinese foreign ministry
spokesperson on Thursday
blamed India again for the

border standoff in eastern
Ladakh. “We have taken note
of the Chinese side’s statement
that it observes ‘strictly the
agreements between the two
sides and is committed to
resolving the border issue
through dialogue and safe-
guarding peace and tranquili-
ty’ in the border areas. We
expect that the Chinese side
will match its words with

actions,” Srivastava said.
Incidentally, the latest war

of words between India and
China broke out after External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
said two days back that rela-
tions between the two countries
are at worst stage in the last 30
to 40 years. He also said ties
with China have “significantly
damaged.”

Striking a strident note in
the backdrop of armies of both
the countries locked in face-offs
at the 1,700 km long LAC in
Ladakh, Jaishankar said the ties
were “very significantly dam-
aged” because of Beijing’s vio-
lation of agreements on main-
taining peace and tranquility
on the LAC.

He admitted the talks at
various levels had so far failed
to address the basic issue that
“agreements are not being
observed.”

Continued on Page 2
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Pune-based Serum Institute
of India (SII) may get emer-

gency use nod for Covishield in
India as soon as  the UK’s drug
regulator gives go ahead to the
vaccine, which officials here
expect to be before year end.

Union Health Minister
Harsh Vardhan said at an event

that in the coming weeks vac-
cination process will kick-start
in India as soon as it is
approved by the regulatory
agency concerned. Sources
said SII might take the lead in
getting nod.

Dr Harsh Vardhan was
speaking at the inter-ministe-
rial meeting on vaccination of
South Asia organised by the

World Bank through video
conference.

The sources said  the
Medicines and Healthcare
Products Regulatory Agency
(MHRA) is currently evaluat-
ing data, including which dos-
ing regimen is best to use for
the Covid vaccine developed by
UK’s Oxford and AstraZeneca.

“The MHRA approval is

expected before Christmas and
India may give a go-ahead
soon after that,” sources said.

“The regulatory approval
in the UK is crucial to strength-
en SII’s application seeking
emergency use authorisation in
India because the proposal
here refers to trials being con-
ducted in the UK and Brazil.
Moreover, the vaccine is yet to
be approved in any country. It
is a sensitive matter and only
once we are sure of the safety,
efficacy and immunogenicity of
the vaccine, we can grant an
approval,” an official said.

The MHRA’s evaluation of
data is likely to bring more clar-
ity on dosage of the vaccine —
which has shown efficacy of 62
per cent when two full doses
were given to trial partici-
pants, but 90 per cent for a
smaller sub-group given a half
dose and then a full dose. 

Vardhan said, “Effective
planning and strategic man-
agement has enabled India to
keep its cases per million at
7,078 against the global average
of 8,883. The fatality rate is
1.45%, well below the global
average of 2.29%.”
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Union Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar on

Friday cautioned farmers agi-
tating against the three farm
laws not to fall prey to false pro-
paganda and not allow 
anti-social elements to take
advantage of their peaceful
agitation. 

He said some “anti-social
elements” are conspiring to
spoil the atmosphere of the
peasants’ movement under the

guise of farmers and appealed
the protesters to be vigilant
against their platform being
misused. 

Tagging a media report
about posters coming up at
farmers’ Tikri Border protest
site demanding release of some
activists arrested under various
charges, Tomar said, “Anti-
social elements are conspiring
to spoil the atmosphere of the
peasant movement under the
guise of farmers.”

Continued on Page 2
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Amid continuing protests
at Delhi borders against the

Centre’s three new agri laws,
farmers’ body ‘Bharatiya Kisan
Union Bhanu’ (BKUB)has
moved the Supreme Court
seeking to intervene as a party
in a pending plea challenging
the constitutional validity the
legislations.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice Justice SA Bobde, on
October 12, had issued a notice

to the Centre by agreeing to test
the validity of the laws on the
pleas filed by RJD lawmaker
from Rajya Sabha, Manoj Jha
and DMK Rajya Sabha MP
from Tamil Nadu, Tiruchi Siva,
and one by Rakesh Vaishnav of
Chhattisgarh Kisan Congress.

BKUB, through its
Mathura-based president
Bhanu Pratap Singh, has sought
impleadment as a party in the
lead petition filed by DMK law-
maker Tiruchi Siva. 

Continued on Page 2
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On the 16th day of farmers’
protest against the three

recently introduced farm laws,
farmers stayed put at borders
across the national Capital.
With farmers sitting at borders
across the city, the alternative
routes to neighboring Haryana
and Uttar Pradesh continued to
witness long traffic queues
during office hours. 

“On December 12, the
farmers have decided to block
the Delhi-Jaipur Highway and
if still the law is not rolled back,
the farmers on December 14,
will stage sit-in protests in
front of Deputy
Commissioner’s (DC) offices
across the country and houses
of BJP leaders. We will also
block Reliance and Adani toll

plazas. There is no programme
to stop trains. 

Continued on Page 2
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New Delhi: The Narendra
Modi-led Government's tough
stand against foreign interfer-
ence in India's domestic affairs
forced Canada Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau to mellow his
rhetoric and support to the
ongoing farmers' agitation.

Last week, Trudeau had
extended his support to India's
farm protests, claiming that the
situation was "concerning" and
Canadians were "all very wor-
ried about family and friends"
in Punjab.

Sources in Toronto told
IANS that soon after the Modi

government summoned the
Canadian High Commissioner
in New Delhi over Trudeau's
remarks and Minister of
External Affairs S. Jaishankar
announced that he will skip the
Canada-led Ministerial
Coordination Group on Covid-
19 (MCGC), panic struck in
the government circles in
Canada.

The Indian government
had sent a clear message that
such behaviour will affect the
bilateral trade as it has already
happened under the Trudeau
government. The bilateral trade

between India and Canada
declined by around $1 billion
from 2017-18 to 2018-19 after
Trudeau's pro-Khalistani
approach.

Bilateral trade between
India and Canada was worth
$7.23 billion in 2017-18. India's
exports to Canada during this
period were $2.51 billion and
imports from Canada were
$4.72 billion. In 2018-19, the
trade was worth $6.3 billion.

Canadian investors view
India as an attractive destina-
tion for investments, particu-
larly in the post-coronavirus

period. More than 400
Canadian companies have
presence in India, and more
than 1,000 companies are
actively pursuing business in
the massive Indian market.

Canada exports pulses,
newsprint, wood pulp, asbestos,
potash, iron scrap, copper,
minerals and industrial chem-
icals and wants India to import
more. The Canadian business-
es would like their government
to sign Comprehensive
Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) and
Bilateral Investment Promotion

and Partnership Agreement
(BIPPA) with India, sources
said.

After some deft diplomacy
played by the Indian High
Commission in Canada,
sources said that Trudeau soft-
ened his stand when he was
asked about the demarche
issued by the Indian govern-
ment. A humbled Trudeau in
response said, "Canada will
always stand up for the right of
peaceful protest anywhere
around the world and we're
pleased to see moves toward
de-escalation and dialogue."

Sources said Trudeau's ear-
lier rhetoric against India on
the farm protests was driven by
his political compulsions -- he
runs a minority government in
his second term and continu-
ally needs to pander to his
Khalistani vote bank.

Six lakh Sikh immigrants
in Canada constitute a signifi-
cant vote bank, with everyone
from Trudeau's Liberal Party to
the opposition Conservative
Party trying to woo them to
their sides. Among the Sikhs in
Canada, a substantial section is
ideologically aligned with the

Khalistan movement -- a vio-
lent separatist Sikh militant
movement in Punjab during
the 1980s, sponsored by
Pakistan. Thousands of inno-
cent people in Punjab were
killed by Khalistani militants
before the Indian security agen-
cies flushed them out com-
pletely.

Though the militancy was
wiped out, in the last five
years, Pakistan's spy agency, the
ISI, has been making efforts to
revive the movement with the
help of Khalistani diaspora in
Canada, the UK and elsewhere.

In Canada, Khalistani pol-
itics continues to influence the
Liberal Party and its foreign
policy towards India. In the
Trudeau government,
Khalistani and Pakistani
Canadians have assumed sig-
nificant positions. 

While Canada's Defence
Minister, Harjit Singh Sajjan, is
a Khalistani sympathiser, the
leader of the opposition 
New Democratic Party 
(NDP), Jagmeet Singh, too is a
staunch supporter of
Khalistanis. 

IANS
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With the aim to promote
horticulture, vegetable

and fruit farming in the
Purvanchal region as it is very
effective in doubling the
income of farmers of this
region, the Yogi Adityanath
government will be giving veg-
etable seeds free of cost to over
20 lakh farmers.

Agriculture and
Agriculture Education and
Research Minister Surya Pratap
Shahi said that horticulture
had immense potential in
Purvanchal. 

“In this region, while cere-
als are ready in six months, veg-
etables take 2-3 months to
reap. Farmers should be made
aware of such technology so
that they can earn maximum
income from horticulture,” he
said.

Shahi, who was speaking
in the technical session of the
primary sector on the second
day of the national webinar-
cum-seminar on ‘Sustainable
Development: Issues, Strategies
and Future Direction of
Purvanchal’ in Gorakhpur,
said that the reason for the
backwardness of the farmers
was that they did not have

updated knowledge of tech-
nologies.

“Diversification and multi-
cropping are the demands of
the agriculture sector and hor-
ticulture can play an important
role in this,” he said.

The state government is
continuously making efforts
for the development of the
agriculture sector. A centre of
the International Rice Research
Centre, Philippines, has been
opened in Varanasi and efforts
are also being made to open a
centre of International Potato
Research Centre. In the last
three years, about Rs 300 crore
has been given to Krishi Vigyan
Kendra and other agricultural
institutions, Shahi added.

“Weather-based crop
insurance for protection of
crops is being provided at a
mere 5 percent premium and
mandi fee has been reduced
from 2 percent to 1 percent. At
least 50 percent grant is also
being provided on construction
of poly houses,” he said

“In addition, 80 percent
subsidy is being provided on
agricultural equipment like
sprinklers under the ̀ Per Drop
More Crop’ scheme. Such
equipment saves water and
also increases the production of

crops,” Shahi said.
Two mango packaging

houses have been constructed
in Amroha and Varanasi at a
cost of Rs 9.90 crore each.
During the coronavirus times,
about 2,000 quintal mangoes
have been exported from this
region. 

“Dussehri mangoes have
been the identity of UP and its
quality can further be
enhanced. By improving the
quality of the ‘Gaurjit’ mangoes
of Gorakhpur and Basti, its
exports can be increased and
they can give a tough compe-
tition to Alphonso mangoes,”
he explained.

Additional Chief Secretary
(agriculture) Devesh
Chaturvedi said that most of
the lakhs of the migrants who
returned during the coron-
avirus pandemic were from
Purvanchal and a majority of
them were given work in the
agriculture sector.

“New agricultural policies
can be formalised by doing a
SWAT analysis of the agricul-
ture sector. Ample human
resource is available in the
sector in Purvanchal besides
abundant water and improved
road connectivity is our
strength,” he said.
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From Page 1
The Chinese have given

five “differing explanations”
for violating the agreements by
bringing tens of thousands of
soldiers to the LAC in Ladakh
sector, a development that has
“profoundly disturbed” the
relationship, he said in an
online conversation with the
Australian think tank Lowy
Institute.

The exchange of words

between the two countries
came at a time when the armies
of India and China are locked
in a tense border standoff in
eastern Ladakh since early
May. Both sides have held mul-
tiple rounds of military and
diplomatic talks. However, no
breakthrough has been
achieved yet.

Srivastava said the two
sides have continued to main-
tain communication through

diplomatic and military chan-
nels.

“It is our expectation that
the further discussions will
help both sides to achieve an
agreement on a mutually
acceptable solution for ensur-
ing complete disengagement in
all friction points along the
LAC in the Western sector
and full restoration of peace
and tranquility as early as pos-
sible,” he said.

From Page 1
He further said that allowing Ayurveda postgraduates to

perform surgery is a “blatant attempt” to “corrupt” the health-
care system of the country.

“It takes years and years to become a doctor. With
mixopaths what are we heading for? It’s a failure when nations
compromise with health,” said Dr Sharma. He stated that the
IMA is not against “any sort of pathy”, but the mixing up of
disciplines. “We are not against any sort of pathy be it
Ayurveda, Unani, Homeopathy. We are proud of our nation-
al heritage and richness but let it coexist with modern med-
icine. All we demand is not to mix the disciplines. It will also
mean the end of pure Ayurveda,” he added.

The Resident Doctors’ Association of AIIMS Delhi urged
the Government to retract the notification of the move. “This
step will not only encourage already rampant quackery, but
also undermine the safety of public,” it said in a statement.

The IMA said the agitation is likely to intensify in the
coming weeks if the Government doesn’t take back the noti-
fication.

From Page 1
The Minister said the Centre

hasn’t yet received any reply from
farmers’ unions on the proposals
to consider in place of their
demand for a repeal of the three
farm laws and that he got to know
about their rejection of the sug-
gestions through media.

Tomar said that the
Government has given consent to
the demands of amendments that
they (the farmers) are looking for.

He also asked the farmers not
to allow elements trying to take
advantage of their agitation as he
referred to reports showing farm-
ers holding posters demanding the
release of Delhi riots accused
Umar Khalid, Sharjeel Imam,
Khalid Saifi and others.

From Page 1
The number of farmers

coming here is increasing day
to day,” said Balbir Singh
Rajewal, Bharatiya Kisan
Union, while addressing media
on Friday.

The Singhu, Tikri,
Ghazipur, Auchandi, Safiabad,
Piao Maniyari, and Saboli and
Chilla border remained closed
for traffic movement. “Jhatikara
border is open only for two
wheelers and pedestrian move-
ment,” Delhi Traffic Police
(DTP) tweeted.

Farmers from different
States have been camping at
Delhi’s Singhu and Tikri are on
border for the last 16 days while
farmers on Ghazipur and
Chilla (Delhi-Noida) border
points are campaigning for the
last 11 days to demand a repeal
of the farm laws enacted in
September.

In a series of tweets, the
Delhi Traffic Police said Tikri
and Dhansa borders are closed
for traffic movement, while
Jhatikara border is open only
for two-wheelers and pedes-
trians.

Meanwhile, two senior
Delhi Police officers heading
security arrangements at
Singhu have tested positive for
Covid-19 and both the Deputy
Commissioner of Police (DCP)
rank officials are in isolation.

Those travelling to neigh-
bouring Haryana can take
routes via Jharoda (only single
carriageway), Daurala,
Kapashera, Badusarai, Rajokri
NH 8, Bijwasan/Bajghera,
Palam Vihar and Dundahera
borders, the police said.

“Singhu, Auchandi, Piau
Maniyari & Mangesh pur bor-
ders are closed. NH 44 is
closed. Please take alternate
routes via Lampur, Safiabad,
Saboli & Singhu school toll tax
borders. Traffic has been
diverted from Mukarba & GTK
road. Pl avoid Outer Ring Rd,
GTK road, NH 44,” the DTP
tweeted.

However, due to protests at
the Chilla border one car-
riageway of the Noida-Delhi
Link Road has been closed,
while the other side (Delhi to
Noida) remains open for
movement.

Scores of protesters belong-
ing to the Bharatiya Kisan
Union (Bhanu) stayed put at
the Chilla border, while those
of BKU (Lok Shakti) continued
to camp at the Dalit Prerna
Sthal.

“One carriageway of the
Noida-Delhi Link Road is
open. People can come from
Delhi to Noida, but the traffic
movement on the other side
continues to remain closed
due to the stir,” a Noida Traffic
Police official said.

“Commuters travelling to
and fro Delhi can use the alter-
native Kalindi Kunj and the
DND routes to avoid inconve-
nience,” he added.

Meanwhile, at the Singhu
and Tikri border, piles of
garbage have been lying on
there. The farmers are cleaning
the area by themselves while
waiting for the little help from
the authorities in keeping the
site clean.

From Page 1
The Chief Secretary further

wrote, “We had indeed made
elaborate arrangements for
security coverage of the pro-
tectees... The West Bengal
police had provided a bullet-
proof car and a pilot to Nadda,
which was in addition to the
escort (vehicle by State, per-
sonnel by CRPF) and PSOs
(Personal Security Officers) he
is entitled to as a Z-category
protectee. 

“Reminding how not only
Nadda — who had

traversed the entire route
safely — was provided with a
bullet proof vehicle and pilot
cars but also the Government
had deputed 4 ASPs, 8 DSPs 70
SIs and ASIs, 145 constables,
350 civic police volunteers and

40 RAF personnel.” 
This was in addition to the

security arrangements made by
the Central Government.

Chief Secretary’s report to
the Centre came in tandem
with a scathing attack by
Trinamool politicians on the
Centre. Condemning the
Home Ministry’s “unconstitu-
tional bahaviour” senior
Trinamool Congress func-
tionaries, including Minister
Subroto Mukherjee and MP
Kalyan Banerjee, described the
summons as “unprecedented in
a federal form of Government”
because “the Centre has no
authority to call State officials
like this bypassing the State
Government,” particularly
because “law and order is pure-
ly a State subject.”

Mukherjee went a step fur-
ther and said, “Bengal and
Mamata Banerjee will not be
cowed down by such threats
issued by the Centre … we in
the Trinamool Congress have
seen many such brow-beatings
and threats earlier and are
ready to face them.”

The Centre’s summons to
the officers came after Bengal
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar
submitted an adverse report to
Home Minister Amit Shah
about the “deteriorating law
and order” in the State. He
wrote how “at 8.30 am I had
had alerted the Chief Secretary
… and he wrote me back” say-
ing he was “alerted and had
sensitized the DGP” about the
matter.”

He later told the media

how “the events that happened
on December 11 were most
unfortunate. They are a slur on
our democratic fabric. As a
Governor, it is my duty to
uphold the Indian
Constitution….” 

Referring to Mamata’s
statement passing the blame of
the entire incident on the BJP
leadership he said, “I take a
very serious note of the state-
ment that emanated from the
Chief Minister. How can a
responsible Chief Minister
believing in rule of law, believ-
ing in Constitution, talked the
way she did. I tweeted, I urge
the CM, madam please reflect.”

Meanwhile, the State police
had lodged three cases in the
Thursday’s incident. While a
first FIR was filed against BJP

leader Rakesh Singh for insti-
gating the crowd two other
complaints were registered
against

“unknown people.”
The Governor’s report fol-

lowing the violence in
Diamond Harbour, the Lok
Sabha constituency of
Banerjee’s nephew Abhishek,
gives a detailed analysis of the
law and order situation in West
Bengal and the State
Government’s response to
political violence and other
crimes, the officials said.           

Cars of several party lead-
ers, including that of BJP
national general secretary
Kailash Vijayvargiya and West
Bengal BJP chief Dilip Ghosh
were also damaged in the
attack. 

From Page 1
The three laws --

Farmers’ (Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement of
Price Assurance and Farm

Services Act, 2020; Farmers’
Produce Trade and

Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Act, 2020 and
The Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Act 2020 --

took effect from September
27 after President Ram Nath

Kovind’s assent.
“These Acts are illegal and

arbitrary, because, these Acts
would pave way for carteliza-
tion and commercialization of
the agriculture products and if
allow to stand, we are going to
completely ruin our country as
the corporates can, with one
stroke, export our agriculture
products without any regula-
tion, and may even result in

famines,” the farmers’ body
said in its plea filed through
lawyer A P Singh.

The laws are “unconstitu-
tional, anti-farmer” because, as
per them, the farmers’ position
would become “vulnerable”
before corporate giants and
the greed of multinational
companies, it said.

“These laws would dis-
mantle the Agriculture Produce
Market Committee (APMC)
system intended to insure fair
prices for farm products,” it
said.

These laws were passed
“hastily without having an ade-
quate discussion” and a bare
reading of the provisions would
indicate that their implemen-
tation in current form will be
disastrous and pave the way for
exploitation of farmers, it said.

The Agricultural produce

market committee had been
acting as a “protective shield
around farmers” and due to the
new laws, “the market would
ultimately fall to the corporate
greed of multinational compa-
nies”, it said. 

The plea said that till date,
farmer leaders and the nomi-
nees of 

the Central government
have held talks six times but
“no fruitful purpose” has been
served till now, it said. 

Earlier, the top court had
agreed to test the constitution-
al validity of these laws without
acceding to the interim pleas of
some of the petitioners that the
operation of the statutes be
stayed for the time being. 

RJD leader Jha, who filed
the plea through lawyer Fauzia
Shakil, had said the laws would
expose marginal farmers to

the exploits of big corporates.
Jha had said: “The

impugned legislations corpo-
ratise agriculture and ushers in
an unregulated and exploitative
regime. A farmer would not
have the knowledge to negoti-
ate the best terms with a private
company.

DMK MP Siva also raised
similar issues against the farm
laws and said they “are prima
facie unconstitutional, illegal
and arbitrary”.

He contended that the Acts
are anti-farmer, brought out
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic to benefit few corpora-
tions who are close to the cor-
ridors of power.

The plea of Congress Lok
Sabha MP from Kerala, TN
Prathapan has not be listed so
far for the hearing in the court.

PTI
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ArrayBengaluru: Taiwanese
companies expressed keen-
ness to invest in Karnataka
and strengthen economic and
cultural relations between
Taiwan and the southern state,
said Karnataka Industries
Minister Jagadish Shettar on
Friday.

"A Taiwanese delegation
led by Taipei Economic and
Cultural Centre (TECC)
director-general Ben Wang
met state Chief Minister B.S.
Yediyurappa, and evinced
interest to invest in diverse
sectors in the state," said
Shettar here.

Noting that many
Taiwanese firms were inter-
ested to know about the
investment opportunities in
the state, Shettar said the
Chief Minister had assured
them of providing all facilities
and incentives to set up their
India operations in services
and manufacturing in
Karnataka.

"Industr y secretar y
Gaurav Gupta made a pre-
sentation on the value propo-
sit ion of the state,  the
favourable business environ-
ment and the conducive
ecosystem for high-tech and
innovation-driven manufac-
turing," added Shettar in a
statement.

The TECC delegation
included its director Susan
Cheng, deputy director Juliana
Jin and representatives of
Taiwanese firms Century
Development Corporation,
GW Instek, Delta Electronics
Inc Aand Walsin Technology
Corporation.

IANS

���!�	���
���$��"��	�
�
�	���
��	�3
�"�%
�����4�	��
��

#���� :A*3<;>

Farmers will now ‘produce’
electricity along with crops

using alternative or renewable
sources of energy as they can
set up solar power plants on
barren or wastelands and sell
the remaining electricity after
their consumption to the Uttar
Pradesh Power Corporation.

UP’s Energy Shrikant
Sharma said this while chairing
the fifth technical session of the
manufacturing sector on the
second day of the national
webinar-cum-seminar on
‘Sustainable Development:
Issues, Strategies and Future
Direction of Purvanchal’
organised under the joint aegis
of Planning department and
Gorakhpur University on the
Gorakhpur University campus
on Friday.

The energy minister said

that four of the sub-stations to
be built to buy power generat-
ed by farmers under the PM
Kusum Scheme in the field of
renewable energy would be
installed in Purvanchal. 

Apart from this, out of
8,000 solar irrigation pumps of
the state, 2,882 have been given
to Purvanchal, he added.

“The rapid development of
Purvanchal is important for the
overall development of the
state because without the devel-
opment of Purvanchal, the
development of Uttar Pradesh
is incomplete,” Sharma said.

“There is a great need for
uninterrupted power for sus-
tainable development. In this
context, the renewable energy
sector currently contributes 6
percent to the energy sector,
which the chief minister has
targeted to increase to 20 per-
cent by 2021,” he said.

The energy minister said
that in the past when the trans-
former developed a snag in the
village, the villagers had to
make donations to get it fixed
but today the dedicated team
was activated as soon as it
received the information. 

“On getting connections of
more than 20 kilowatts, the
executive engineers themselves
arrive at the connection taker’s
place with a box of sweets.

In this session, Uttar
Pradesh Power Corporation
Limited Chairman Arvind
Kumar and Purvanchal Power
Distribution Corporation
Limited MD Saroj Kumar dis-
cussed the departmental plans
and achievements. 

Environmentalist of West
Chester Pennsylvania, senior
advisor Dr Rajesh Singh,
Climate Change Prof PK
Ghosh were also present.
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The Uttar Pradesh Government has decided
to give special incentives to Samsung Display

Noida Private Limited for setting up a manu-
facturing unit of mobile and IT display prod-
ucts. 

This is the first hi-tech project of South
Korea’s multi-national major that is being set up
in India after relocating from China. 

With this the country will become third in
the world to have such a unit.

A decision to this effect was taken at the
meeting of the UP Cabinet headed by Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath here on Friday.

Samsung intends to invest Rs 4,825 crore. 
“This could be made possible by the sus-

tained efforts of the UP government to create
an ecosystem in the National Capital Region in
sync with the intent of the Centre to develop an
export hub in view of the ever-increasing
demand of mobile phones and other gadgets in
the country and abroad,” an official spokesman
said.

During the last financial year, Samsung, with
2.7 billion dollar of export, was the largest
exporter of Uttar Pradesh. It has set an export
target of 50 billion dollars during the next five
years.

As per the UP Electronics Manufacturing
Policy-2017, Samsung will get stamp duty
exemption in transfer of land. The state gov-
ernment will have to make financial provision
of Rs 250 crore for this project during five years.

The company will also receive financial
incentive to the tune of Rs 460 crore under the
Government of India's scheme for promotion
of manufacturing electronic components and
semiconductors (SPECS).

It is to be mentioned that more than 70 per-
cent of the total display products used in TVs,
mobile phones, tablets, watches in the world are
manufactured by Samsung in South Korea,
Vietnam and China. 

“The project will provide the state of UP, a
global identity of an export hub and will help
the state in receiving more foreign direct
investment (FDI),” the spokesman said.
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Air quality in Delhi
improved marginally with

overall AQI settled at 302 μgm-
3 on the National Ambient Air
Quality Index ( NAAQI ) on
Friday.

According to System of
Air Quality and Weather

Forecasting And Research (
SAFAR ), air quality improved
to poor category from Very
Poor.

“Surface-level winds are
calm, but likely to pick up dur-
ing the day. Under the influ-
ence of fresh Western D(1)
Delhi: The overall air quality
has improved to the Poor cat-

egory from Very Poor as fore-
cast,” 

Citing MeT factors, it fur-
ther said that Surface-level
winds are calm but will pick up
during the day. Under the
influence of fresh Western
Disturbance, isolated to scat-
tered rainfall and better venti-
lation conditions are expected
on Friday night and Saturday
and Air Quality Index is like-
ly to further improve on to the
lower end of the Poor to
Moderate category by
December 12.”

“However, respite is not
expected to last longer. As an
aftermath of WD, high mois-
ture availability with higher air
holding capacity, dense fog
formation is expected (mainly
during early morning hours)
which will lead to deterioration
of AQI to Poor to lower end of
the Very Poor category on
December 13 and 14th,” it
said.

Meanwhile, values of
Suspended Particulate Matters
( SPMs), PM 10 and 2.5 were
recorded 265 and 122 μgm-3.
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Delhi on Friday reported
2,385 new cases of Covid-

19 taking the total number of
people infected with coron-
avirus to 603535 while the
death toll touched 9,934.

According to the health
bulletin, which details infor-
mation about the fresh cases
registered in the last 24 hours,
71679 tests (31724   RT-PCR,
CBNAAT and True NAAT
tests figures; 39955- Rapid
Antigen). The number of con-
tainment zones stood at 6501.
The Covid-19 positivity rate

has also come down to 3.33 per
cent.

Delhi health minister
Satyendar Jain said that the
third wave of covid in Delhi is
on the wane and urged every-
one to continue following the
precautions to effectively com-
bat the virus.

Deliberating on the status
of health in the city, Jain said
“November 7 was the peak of
the third wave in Delhi. The
positivity rate was 15.26 per
cent on that day, which has
been on the perpetual decline
ever since. For the past 10 days,
the positivity rate has been

below five per cent. I can say
that the third wave is on the
wane. More than 70,000 tests
however are still being carried
out.”

“The situation is very
much under control, but still,
I will request you all to wear a
mask, follow social distancing.
Wearing a mask will help us in
eradicating the virus from the
city. I applaud the citizens for
their continued support, as
well as the healthcare workers
who have been working tire-
lessly,” he added. 

Addressing the query sur-
rounding the delay in reports
of RT-PCR tests, he said “I
agree that there has been a
delay, but that is being looked
into. We followed the Central
Government’s orders to double
the testing, which led to the
delay. But now, there is better-
ment in the turnaround time”

As per the bulletin, 314
beds in COVID care centres are
occupied by persons under
quarantine, including travellers
who have returned by Vande
Bharat Mission and bubble
flights, it said.

�� �����#������� <=>�#=:?(

Minister of Urban
Development Satyendar

Jain on Friday asked the
Additional Chief Secretary
(Urban Development) to inves-
tigate the matter of alleged
“misappropriation” of funds
by the North Corporation. The
AAP on Thursday accused the
North Corporation of waiving
off �2,400 crore due to the
South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC).

Jain said that there is a mis-
appropriation of more than
�2,400 crore done by BJP led
North Corporation. “The inca-
pacity of North MCD to pay
the salaries of the doctors and
staff is quite transparent. Delhi
Government pays off all the
dues to MCD before time and
their accusations towards us are
baseless,” he said.

On the ongoing farmer
agitation, he said that the cen-

tral government should com-
ply with the demands as they
are the food soldiers of the
nation. However, when asked
about the lack of social dis-
tancing at the Singhu border,
the minister retorted by saying
that the media did not raise
eyebrows when BJP supporters
attacked deputy chief minister
Manish Sisodia’s residence
without following social dis-
tancing.

“The Central Government
should comply with its
demands. The farmers are our
food soldiers. They have trav-
elled kilometres together, leav-
ing their homes, so the central
government should take imme-
diate action,” he added.  

Responding to the queries
surrounding this fund transfer,
he said, “I became aware of this
development through news-
paper and media reports which
stated that BJP run North
MCD misappropriated an

amount more than ?2400 crore
from South Delhi MCD. I have
given orders to investigate the
matter.”

“Delhi government has
been instrumental in paying off
whatever is due to MCD, before
time. We are not supposed to
pay them anything, instead,
they are the ones who owe us
thousands of crores” Jain said
on the alleged claims made by
MCD on Delhi Government.

When asked about the
demand of �13,000 crores by
Mayors, the Minister said “The
Corporations should ask the
Central Government. During
the last elections, they were
confident about getting funds
from the Central Government.
The amount that Delhi
Government owes to the MCD
as per the Finance Commission
is duly paid off before time. We
have rather loaned them
money which is yet to be
recovered” he added. 
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A62-year-old person from Delhi was diagnosed with
high-grade (stage III) locally advanced ‘Invasive

Ductal Carcinoma’ (IDC), a most common type of breast
cancer in men, has been successfully treated at a city hos-
pital.

After an excisional biopsy, a sample of tissue taken from
the body in order to examine it more closely, Kumar was
diagnosed with Invasive Ductal Carcinoma that started
growing on the milk duct and has invaded the fatty tis-
sues on the breast outside of the duct. He was successful-
ly treated following a staged approach to allow the patient
time to tolerate therapies, said Dr Chandragouda
Dodagoudar, Director - Medical Oncology at Aakash
Healthcare, Dwarka.

Interestingly, subsequent genetic testing showed he has
no family history of cancer or hereditary breast and ovar-
ian cancer (HBOC) syndrome, potential risk factors cited
for male breast cancer, he said.

“This high-grade (which tend to grow and spread more
quickly) cancer was challenging as the patient was obese
and has long-standing diabetes, which made planning and
executing chemotherapy difficult. So, we adopted a staged
approach to allow the patient time to tolerate therapies.
In the first stage, he underwent a surgery for removing the
tumour followed by eight cycles of chemotherapy, spaced
once in three weeks to allow recovery. This was followed
by radiation therapy that reduces the risk of recurrence of
cancer after the surgery,” he added.

Dr Aashish Chaudhry, Managing Director of the hos-
pital said “Male breast cancer is a rare disease. Most of the
cases come to the fore at an advanced stage as men are not
willing to accept that they can also get Breast Cancer. This
case highlights how sound understanding of oncologists
can help not only treat but cure advanced cancers. Men
must be aware that breast cancer can happen to them even
if they don't have a family history of cancer.”

Breast Cancer in male is a rare disease and the ratio
of male to female breast cancer diagnosis is 1:120.
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All three Mayors of
Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP)-ruled corporations
announced that they will run
their offices from a dharna site
outside the Chief Minister's res-
idence from Monday. Mayors
and leaders of the three munic-
ipal corporations has been sit-
ting outside Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s res-
idence for days, demanding to
clear dues of �13,000 crore.

North Delhi Mayor Jai
Prakash, Mayor of South Delhi
Anamika Mithilesh and Mayor
of East Delhi Nirmal Jain in a
joint press conference informed
about the move.

North Mayor Jai Prakash

said that the Delhi government
wants to create a state of anar-
chy in Delhi by not giving the
outstanding funds of the three
corporations. 

Prakash accused the gov-
ernment of playing party pol-
itics keeping in mind the

upcoming corporation elec-
tions. He said that due to non
release of funds by Delhi gov-
ernment, all development
works in Delhi have stopped
and corporations are facing lot
of problems even in timely
release of salaries of their

employees.
SDMC Mayor Anamika

said that they failed to meet
Delhi Chief Minister on the
fifth consecutive day. Mayor
said that AAP leaders are not
bothered about the ongoing
fund crisis in MCDs resulting
in delay of salary payment of
employees. They are only show-
ing their sympathy for farmers
sitting at Delhi borders but no
sympathy for councillors sitting
outside his residence since the
last five days,” she said.

Anamika further said that
employees of all three civic
agencies will also join the
protest if Delhi Government
fails to meet our demand of
immediate release of out-
standing money.

“Salaries of frontline work-
ers like healthcare staff, safai
karmis, DBC workers, teachers,
etc are pending since long.
Delhi Government must show
sympathy towards them and
should release its dues,” she
said.
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After protesting farmers
decided to intensify their

demonstration in support of
their demands, Gurugram
Police have already beefed up
security at key city’s road along
with, toll plazas, Delhi-Haryana
border and State highways in
view of protesters' plan to block
the Delhi-Jaipur Expressway on
December 12.

More than 1,500 police
personnel have been deployed
at various points along National
Highway 48 on December 12 to
ensure law and order is main-
tained and there is no disrup-

tion to traffic movement.
“As precautionary major

around 68 magistrates have
been appointed along with
police officers to maintain law
and order situations across the
district. Nobody will be allowed
to disrupt peace inside the
district and if anyone found
involved in disputing or force-
fully blocking the road a nec-
essary action will be initiated
against the offenders as per
law,” Khatri said.

Moreover, the Gurugram
Police have deployed a number
of police personnel at the sen-
sitive locations throughout the
city.

“Concern police officers

including DCPs will be on
patrol in their areas. We have
issued an advisory to all offi-
cials concerned to take neces-
sary precautionary measures in
view of plans to block the
expressway and toll plaza," KK
Rao, commissioner of
Gurugram police said.

Police officials have been
asked to intensify patrolling in
all sensitive locations, especially
in border areas and Kherki
Daula toll plaza so as to prevent
any untoward incident.

Furthermore, the Delhi
Police on Friday again tight-
ened security at the Delhi-
Gurugram border on the
national highway. CISF per-

sonnel and Delhi police per-
sonnel were stationed at the
border point and kept an eye
on suspicious people sur-
rounding the border areas. In
view of the decision of various
farmers associations to block
the Delhi-Jaipur Expressway on
December 12, the District
Magistrate of Gurugram, Amit
Khatri, has appointed 68 Duty
Magistrates at multiple loca-
tions in the district on Friday.

These duty magistrates will
be on duty along with the
police officers throughout the
day. Meanwhile, Anju
Chaudhary, Chief Executive
Officer of Gurugram
Mahanagar City Bus Limited,

has been appointed as overall
in-charge for the entire district
in case of blocking the highway.

Apart from this, Sub

Divisional Magistrate (SDM)
Gurugram, Badshahpur,
Pataudi and Sohna will be in
charge in their respective areas.
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Awoman, in her late 30’s,
allegedly tried to end her

life by setting herself ablaze
using kerosene in Sagarpur
area of southwest Delhi on
Friday morning. Police said
that she has sustained 90-95 per
cent burn injuries and is cur-
rently unfit for statement.

According to Ingit Pratap
Singh, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), Southwest district, the
incident took place in Buddha
Jayanti Park and she was
rushed to  Deen Dayal

Upadhyay hospital by some of
the morning walkers who
found her engulfed in flames.

“They managed to douse
the fire and informed the
police. During enquiry, a wit-
ness told police that   the
woman was seen carrying
kerosene cane in her hands just
before the incident. 

“The kerosene cane was
also lying on the spot,” said the
DCP.

“It appears that the woman
tried to commit suicide.
However, further enquiry is
underway to ascertain the rea-
son for the incident,” he said.
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The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Friday accused

the BJP-ruled Municipal
Corporations of being apa-
thetic towards running corpo-
rations smoothly and provid-
ing people the basic amenities.

Senior party leader Atishi
said that all three municipal
corporations that are respon-
sible for maintaining parks,
sanitation, running primary
schools and providing street
lights besides others, are being
run without Commissioners
for the last 15 days and even
mayors are sitting outside the
chief minister house for the
last five days.

The AAP leader said “In
the development of any city
the municipality plays a very
important role. In Delhi, in the
year 1957 Delhi Municipal
Corporation Act was passed
and under this act, there are
various responsibilities given
to the MCD. There are various
works which are very impor-
tant for the day to day life of
the citizens and these works
come under the MCD. These

works include sanitation, pri-
mary education, taking care of
the street lights, maintenance
of the park and many others.”

“DMC act 1957 has clear-
ly mentioned these works of
the MCD. But we need to
understand who is responsible
for doing these works. If we
consider the mayor of any
MCD as the concerned person
for these works then you will
see that all the three mayors of
the MCDs are sitting outside
the CM residence for the past
several days and doing poli-
tics,” she said.

“At one side the mayors
are sitting outside the resi-
dence of the Delhi Chief
Minister and on the other
hand the commissioners are
on leave. So the question is
who is running the BJP ruled
MCD? The AAP wants to
know who is responsible right
now for the fact that the
MCDs are completely head-
less. The Commissioners of
the MCD are the most impor-
tant executive but for the last
two weeks, they are on leave
which means that there is no
one to look after the works of
MCDs,” she said.
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The only officer to serve all
the three Services on Friday

celebrated his 100th birthday.
Colonel Prithipal Singh
Gill(retired)also fought in the
India-Pakistan war as an Army
officer. 

Gill is the only officer to
have served in the Royal Air
Force(RAF), Royal India Navy
and then the Indian Army.  He
started his career in the pre-
World War II era as a young
pilot in the RAF.  He saw
action as a naval officer in
world war two.

Gill was born in 1920 in
Patiala and studied at
Government College, Lahore.
He got married to Preminder
Kaur in 1950. The couple

presently resides in Chandigarh
with their children and grand-
children.

Gill joined the RAF in
1942 without the consent of his
family. He was commissioned
as a Pilot Officer and stationed
at Karachi flying Howard air-
craft. Flying was then consid-
ered unsafe and his family did
not want their son to live the
life of a Pilot. This is when a
British General, known to the
Gill family, General Savoy,
came to his help and was able
to have Pilot Officer Singh
transferred to the Navy.

In the Navy, he served on
a minesweeping ship and later
on INS Teer which was a Navy
escort Ship for cargo ships
during World War II. Gill was
detailed to attend the Long

Gunnery Staff Course at School
of Artillery, Deolali, and he

qualified as an Instructor in
Gunnery. He then sought a

transfer to the Army, which was
approved, and he was posted to
“Gwalior Mountain Battery”
equipped with 5.4 inch
Howitzers.

He later served with 34
Medium Regiment and later
raised and commanded 71
Medium Regiment. During the
1965 Indo-Pak War when four
guns of his regiment were cut
off by enemy action,  Gill per-
sonally led a successful mission
to retrieve the four 
guns.

On promotion to the rank
of Colonel, Singh commanded
an Assam Rifles Sector in
Ukhrul, Manipur. He took pre-
mature retirement in 1970 and
went to farming the family
lands at his native village Pakhi
in Faridkot District.
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Asserting that climate change
isn't an overnight phenom-

enon, Union Environment
Minister Prakash Javadekar on
Tuesday said India is in no way
responsible for it still it is taking
steps to cut down emissions as
a responsible country. Javadekar
was speaking on the eve of the
fifth year of Paris Climate
Agreement  

“Climate change isn't an
overnight phenomenon, it takes
100 years for a change and India
is in no way responsible for this
climate change. Historically, the
USA has 25 per cent of all emis-
sions, Europe has 22 per cent
whereas China has 13 per cent
and India, only 3 per cent. We are
in no way responsible for this cli-
mate change," said the Minister.

But as a responsible partic-
ipant in world affairs, the coun-
try chose to take part in com-

bating climate change, he said. 
"Our emission intensity was

to be reduced by 33-35 per cent
as per the Paris Climate
Agreement. We achieved 21 per
cent of this and aim to achieve
the remainder in 10 years,’” said
Javadekar while addressing the
media here. On December 12,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will address the global climate
summit on its fifth anniversary,
Javadekar said adding that India
was one of the few countries,
which have complied to the
Paris Accord. “Our Nationally
Determined Contribution will
lead to less than 2 degree rise in
temperature,” he added.

“According to the Climate
Transparency Report 2020, India
is the only Group of 20 country
to meet its commitments,” the
minister claimed.  

“The recent report by the
United Nations Environment
Plan also says that India’s emis-

sions grew 1.4 per cent in 2019,
much lower than average of 3.3
per cent per annum over last
decade.”The Paris Agreement
aims to hold the rise in average
global temperatures to "well
below" 2 degrees Celsius above
preindustrial levels, and prefer-
ably 1.5C -- a threshold beyond
which climate impacts are pro-
jected to sharply intensify.

For the implementation of
the targets under the Paris pact
on climate crisis, the
Environment Ministry, a few
days ago, set up a high-level min-
isterial panel. The purpose of
AIPA [Apex Committee for
Implementation of Paris
Agreement] is to generate a
coordinated response on cli-
mate change matters that ensures
India is on track towards meet-
ing its obligations under the Paris
pact including its Nationally
Determined Contributions
(NDC), a senior official said.
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As China is flexing its mili-
tary muscle in the Indian

Ocean Region(IOR), Chief of
Defence Staff(CDS)General
Bipin Rawat said on Friday a
race is on among nations to
have strategic bases in the
region.  Given the importance
of the zone, more than 120 war-
ships of extra-regional forces
are now there to back various
missions, he said.

His observations came in
the backdrop of India playing
a crucial role in the field of
maritime domain in the strate-
gically important Indian Ocean
region.  Moreover, it has bol-
stered relations with all the lit-
toral states located on the rim
of the region. 

China started increasing its
military prowess in the Indian
Ocean region since 2008 by
deploying its warships for anti-
piracy missions in the Gulf of

Aden.  As of now, there are
three to four Chinese war-
ships in the region.

In this background, Rawat
said here in an online confer-
ence there has been a "race for
strategic places and bases" in
the Indian Ocean Region
which is only going to gain
momentum in times to come.

An increasing number of
countries are focusing on the
IOR considering its geo-strate-
gic importance.  "At present,
there are over 120 warships of
extra-regional forces deployed
in the Indian Ocean region in
support of various missions.
Till now the region, by and
large, remained peaceful,"
Rawat said at the Global
Security Summit.

The Indian Ocean, con-
sidered the backyard of the
Indian Navy, is critical for
India's strategic interests. China
has been making concerted
efforts to increase its presence

in the region.
Referring to India's aspi-

rations to become a major
global power, he said the coun-
try will have to achieve it
despite living in a "tough neigh-
bourhood" and in an "increas-
ingly contested" region.

"We are witnessing a race
for strategic places and bases in
the Indian Ocean Region
which is only going to gain
momentum in times to come.
Based on challenges we face as
a rising regional power, we
require structured long-term
planning for capability building
and capability development of
our defence forces.

"In our quest to build a
stronger India, we need a
peaceful and stable security
environment. We need to
maintain our strategic autono-
my and cooperative relations
underscored by strong region-
al linkages," he said.

Referring to the evolving

geo-political scenario, the CDS
said China's "economic and
military rise coupled with com-
petition increased its influ-
ence and attracted a great deal
of interest.

Rawat said the world
appears to be on the brink of a
new era as new centres of
power and alliances based on
geo-politics are emerging
putting pressure on the Bretton
Woods institutions. 

He said the Indo-Pacific
region in general and the
Indian Ocean region in partic-
ular will remain vital for tran-
sit and world trade.  "Today, we
are facing increasing security
challenges, and to my mind, the
best guarantor of peace and sta-
bility is to have dissuasive
deterrence. For a nation like
India, the security of land bor-
ders remained our primary
concern," he said.

"Therefore, there is a need
to develop integrated structures

to ensure modernisation pro-
grammes to be undertaken by
our armed forces based on
careful assessment of the nature
of threats and challenges," he
added. 

He also said most of the
countries in the Indian Ocean
region are seeking to reap the
economic dividends through
improved connectivity and har-
nessing blue economy for
which infrastructure is a pre-
requisite. 

Residents' powers and
extra-regional power have
shown a renewed interest in
investing in infrastructure
development in these countries
to maintain and increase
geopolitical influence, Rawat
said.

He said governance and
security are under constant
threat of being undermined by
non-state actors and also naval
competition among the 
states.
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The country's first indige-
nous mRNA vaccine can-

didate, developed by Gennova,
Pune, has received approval
from drug regulators to initiate
Phase 1/2 human clinical trials,
the Department of
Biotechnology said on Friday.

The novel mRNA vaccine
candidate, HGCO19, is sup-
ported with seed grant under
the Ind-CEPI mission of the
Department of Biotechnology.

The mRNA vaccines do
not use the conventional model
to produce immune response.
Instead, they carry the molec-
ular instructions to make the
protein in the body through a
synthetic RNA of the virus.

The host body uses this to
produce the viral protein that
is recognised, thereby, making
the body mount an immune
response against the disease.

"Such vaccines are expected
to be highly efficacious because

of their inherent capability of
being translatable into the pro-
tein structure inside the cell
cytoplasm. 

Additionally, mRNA vac-
cines are fully synthetic and do
not require a host for growth,
e.g., eggs or bacteria. 

"Therefore, they can be
quickly manufactured in an
inexpensive manner under
cGMP conditions to ensure
their "availability" and "acces-

sibility" for mass vaccination on
a sustainable basis," said a
statement by the DBT.

Gennova, in collaboration
with HDT Biotech
Corporation, Seattle, USA, has
worked together to develop
an mRNA vaccine candidate.
HGCO19 has already demon-
strated safety, immunogenici-
ty, neutralization antibody
activity in animals, said the
statement. 
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In a move to prepare a profile
data, the Ministry of Housing

and Urban Affairs on Friday
launched a programme for
socio-economic profiling of
beneficiaries of PM Street
Vendors’ Aatmanirbhar Nidhi
(PM SVANidhi) scheme to
extend benefits of other gov-
ernment plans to them. 

According to the ministry,
a pilot programme will be run
in Gaya, Indore, Kakching,
Nizamabad, Rajkot, and
Varanasi. The Quality Council
of India (QCI) has been appoint-
ed as implementing partner for
the programme. The pro-
gramme was launched by Durga
Shanker Mishra, Secretary of the
ministry of housing and urban
affairs on Friday.

A complete profile of PM
SVANidhi beneficiaries and
their family members will be

prepared and based on the
data, benefits of the various cen-
tral schemes would be extend-
ed to them. In the first phase,
125 cities have been selected for
the programme. The profile will
identify potential eligibility of
beneficiaries and their family
members for select Central
Government schemes and facil-
itate linkages. 

"Based on the profiled data,
benefits of the various eligible
central schemes would be
extended to them for their
holistic socio-economic uplift-
ment," the ministry said.

PM SVANidhi Scheme
provides micro loans to street
vendors, was launched in June
2020 with an objective to pro-
vide affordable working capital
loan up to Rs 10,000 to Street
Vendors for facilitating
resumption of their livelihoods
adversely affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
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Court Friday refused to enter-
tain a plea seeking a Lokpal-
monitored investigation into
the "criminal-political nexus" as
flagged in the 1993 Vohra
Committee report, saying the
prayers “are all utopian”.

The top court said that
petition must serve the purpose
and it does not encourage peti-
tions which are for publicity.

A bench of Justices Sanjay
Kishan Kaul, Dinesh
Maheshwari and Hrishikesh
Roy asked the petitioner advo-
cate Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay
to withdraw his plea and grant-
ed liberty to make a represen-
tation to law 
commission.

At the outset, senior advo-
cate Anupam Lal Das, appear-
ing for Upadhyay, said that the
petition relates to the issue of
unholy nexus of criminal,
politicians and bureaucrats.

The bench said that over
two decades have gone by since

the report was filed.
Das replied that they have

been taking baby steps and
today, there is a Lokpal but it
do not have the wherewithal
and has no investigation 
wing.

The bench said, “Look at
your prayers. They are all
Utopian. It is like a utopian sit-
uation. It’s like I hope our
country will be at the top in the
world. You should write a book
on it, don''t file a petition on

this”.
Justice Kaul said, “I don''t

encourage such petitions which
are for publicity. The petition
must serve the purpose”.

Das then told the top court
that he will withdraw the peti-
tion but liberty may be grant-
ed to approach law commis-
sion.

The bench allowed the
petitioner to withdraw and
granted the liberty to approach
law commission.

Upadhyay through his PIL
has prayed for appropriate
direction for Lokpal Monitored
Investigation of the criminal
political nexus, as referred by
the Vohra Committee.

Former Union Home
Secretary N N Vohra headed
the committee formed to study
the problem of criminalisation
of politics and the nexus
between criminals, politicians
and bureaucrats in 
India.The report was submitted
in October 1993. PTI
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The CBI on Friday said it has
secured from the Special

Judge for CBI Cases, Bangalore
four years imprisonment
besides fines for the then
Superintendent of Customs
and a Havaldar of the depart-
ment in a graft case. 

While the then
Superintendent of Customs
Srinivas Prasad to undergo
four years simple
Imprisonment with fine of Rs
30,000 and Hawaldar Lourdu
Prabhu then Hawaldar to
undergo a similar imprison-
ment with fine of Rs.15,000 in
a bribery case. 

The CBI had registered a
case on October 13, 2015
against Prasad and Lourdu
Prabhu, both posted in the
office of Commissioner of
Customs, Devanahalli,
Bangalore.

It was alleged that both
accused had demanded and
accepted bribe of Rs 50,000
from a passenger for release of
his baggage containing lap-
tops brought by him from
Singapore. Both the accused
were arrested. After investiga-
tion, a charge sheet was filed on
December 30, 2015 against
them.
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In what could lead to new
therapeutics for respiratory

diseases like COVID-19, sci-
entists have developed an
inhalation delivery system for
vaccines which generates
potent immune responses in
mice and non-human primates,
without causing lung damage.

The findings, published in
the journal Med, suggests that
a safe and effective lung deliv-
ery system could be devel-
oped for vaccines and thera-
peutics against pathogens such
as the novel coronavirus.

"This translational strategy
potentially enables more effec-
tive delivery of therapeutics or
vaccines while reducing the

chance of toxic side effects,"
said study co-author Wadih
Arap from Rutgers Cancer
Institute in the US.

According to the
researchers, this mode of vaccine
delivery has many advantages
over other routes, particularly for
the development of vaccines
against respiratory infections as
the therapeutics arrive directly at
the site of the infection.

Inhalation-based vaccina-
tion is needle free and mini-

mally invasive, they said adding
that it is especially attractive for
administrating multiple doses.

The researchers said this
method improves bioavailabil-
ity and also reduces potential
side effects by achieving a
rapid onset of action.

The scientists believe lung
delivery could protect against air-
borne pathogens that cause dis-
eases such as tuberculosis,
influenza, Ebola, measles, and
COVID-19.However, they said
this approach has not been
adopted widely, partly because
the underlying physiological
mechanisms remain largely
unknown.They said answering
this question is critical for
designing a general lung deliv-
ery system for widespread use.
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ITBP-trained local archers in
Naxal affected Kondagaon

District, Chhattisgarh have
won 38 Gold, 64 Silver and 40
Bronze medals at the national
leveland other 178 state level
medals. 

"ITBP trained local Archers
in naxal affected Kondagaon
District, Chhattisgarh are
excelling.Head Constable
Trilochan Mohanta, Archery
Coach of 41st Battalion ITBP
Kondagaon trained 75 local
children since the year 2016
and in the past 5 years, these
children have won 38 Gold, 64
Silver and 40 Bronze Medals
and other 178 state level

medals," ITBP spokesperson
Vivek Pandey said in a state-
ment.

The medalist since 2016

include 40 girls, 35 boys. 
A total of 75 candidates

were trained by the ITBP.
The candidates were select-

ed from pre-matric boys hos-
tel or Kasturba Gandhi girls
hostel from  Kondagaon.

The venue for training was
practice ground at boys hostel
ground andGandhi ward
ground in the district.

Besides Coach Head
Constable/General Duty
Trilochan Mohanta, Assistant
Coach Constable/General Duty

Dharmapadak Kisku are
also credited for training the
students of the area who
brought laurels through their
archery skills, officials 
added.
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Mumbai: At least 500 teams of
five  Trained personnel each
will be deployed for adminis-
tering the COVID-19 vaccine
in the city, the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
said on Friday.

The first to get inoculated
will be health workers fol-
lowed by frontline workers,
people above the age of 50 and
those suffering from co-mor-
bidities, it said in a release.

The announcement was
made by additional municipal
commissioner Suresh Kakani
in the first meeting of the city
task force for vaccine distribu-
tion at the BMC headquarters
on Friday, the release said.

The Maharashtra govern-

ment last month formed a task
force to manage the distribu-
tion and administration of the
COVID-19 vaccine in the state.
A task force was also set up at
the city level.

The selected beneficiaries
of the vaccine will receive a
message on their registered
mobile numbers, Kakani, who
heads the task force, said.

The process of setting up
committees at the regional
level to oversee vaccination
will also be completed soon, he
said.

As of Thursday, the
COVID-19 caseload in
Mumbai stood at 2,88,689,
which includes 10,948 deaths.

PTI

New Delhi: India on Friday
pledged a commitment of USD
2 billion at the World Health
Organisation's 'Lives in the
Balance' summit to provide
essential services to women,
newborns, young children and
adolescents across the 
world.  

The summit organised
by WHO's The Partnership
for Maternal, Newborn &
Child Health (PMNCH), a
global alliance of more than
1,000 organisations, registered
a total commitment of USD
20.6 billion from a group of
high income, low- and middle-
income countries and charita-
ble foundations across the
world.

"USD 6.6 billion (32 per
cent) of the total pledge is from
money committed by low and
middle-income countries
themselves, including
Afghanistan, India, Kenya,
Liberia, and Nigeria. An addi-
tional USD 14 billion (68 per
cent) is from official develop-
ment assistance and grants
given by Germany, Canada,
Sweden, UK, USA and the Bill
& Melinda Gates Foundation,"
the PMNCH said in a state-
ment.

India's commitment
of USD 2 billion will be used to

strengthen all levels of care in
response to the pandemic and
to ensure essential public health
functions during the year 20-
21.

"As important as this
USD 20.6 billion is, it only will
partially solve the problem of
providing basic essential ser-
vices for women, newborns,
young children and adoles-
cents," Rajesh Bhushan,
Secretary, Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare said.

"C omprehensive
efforts and collective advocacy
are needed to ensure availabil-
ity of substantially enhanced
financial resources for this
noble cause," he said.

The recent WHO
data from 105 countries shows
that 90 per cent of countries
have experienced disruptions
to health services, with low-
and middle-income countries
reporting the greatest difficul-
ties.

According to early
estimates of the indirect impact
of COVID-19 on child and
maternal mortality, more than
2 million additional deaths are
estimated over 12 months
(2020-2021) above the pre-
pandemic level because of dis-
ruptions to essential health
and nutrition services. PTI
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Chennai:Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday hailed
national poet and freedom fight-
er Subramanya Bharathi's vision
of independent and empow-
ered women and said his gov-
ernment was inspired by it to
ensure woman-led development.

He was virtually addressing
the International Bharathi
Festival to mark the 138th
birth anniversary of the famous
Tamil poet, hailed as Mahakavi,
organised by Vanavil Cultural

Centre.
Tamil Nadu CM K

Palaniswami also paid glowing
tributes to Bharathi, reveren-
tially addressed as Bharathiyar.

Heaping praise on
Bharathi, Modi said it was
very 'difficult' to describe him
and that he "cannot be linked
to any single profession or
dimension."     "He was a poet,
writer, editor, journalist, social
reformer, freedom fighter,
humanist and much more. One

can only marvel at his works,
his poems, his philosophy and
his life," the Prime Minister
said.
Modi recalled Bharathi had a
'close' link with Varanasi, which
he represents in the Lok Sabha.
On Bharathi's vision on women
empowerment, Modi said the
poet's definition of progress had
a central role for them.

"Mahakavi Bharathiyar's def-
inition of progress had a central
role for women. One of the most

important visions was that of
independent and empowered
women," Modi said.

He "wrote that women should
walk with their heads held high
while looking people in the eye.
We are inspired by this vision
and we are working to ensure
woman-led development," the
Prime Minister added.

In every sphere of his gov-
ernment's working, there has
been importance given to the dig-
nity of women.     "Today over 15

crore women entrepreneurs are
funded by Mudra yojana. They
are walking with their heads held
high, looking us in the eye and
telling us how they are becoming
self-reliant," he said.

"Today, women are becom-
ing part of our armed forces, with
permanent commissioning.
They are walking with their
heads held high and looking us
in the eye and filling us with con-
fidence that the country is in safe
hands," he said. PTI
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JP Colony in Andhra
Pradesh’s West Godavari dis-

trict headquarters Eluru bore
the brunt of the mysterious ill-
ness which shook the State,
leaving the colony’s residents in
a scared state.

As many as 40 people in
this working class neighbour-
hood collapsed due to the mys-
terious illness. In all, nearly 600
people suffered sudden con-
vulsions from Saturday to
Thursday morning, the major-
ity of whom were treated at the
government district hospital in
Eluru and some at the govern-
ment hospital in Vijayawada.

“There is a water tank in
our colony. Water is supplied
from it. The water comes here
from Pampula Cheruvu and
that gets supplied. We are won-
dering if that was the reason we

faced this problem,” Manikyam,
40, a resident of the colony, told
IANS. He complained that the
municipal water used to look
green in colour until four days
ago but after this illness now it
looks okay.

“I told my family members
to boil the water, maybe that
saved us, nobody in our fami-
ly was struck by the illness,
including children,” he said.

Manikyam believes that it
was water which caused this ill-
ness. He cited the cases of a few
neighbours who just collapsed.

Sattibabu, 45, Manikyam’s
neighbour, said leaders and
officials should come to check
the quality of the water in
canals and pipelines at regular
intervals but it is never done.

“Will anybody do these
things when a person like me
asks? This problem has occured
because of municipal water,” he
complained.

Sattibabu questioned the
wisdom of attending to a prob-
lem after allowing it to crop up.

“They should be saved
before falling sick. Just imagine

how people are living amid the
coronavirus. Even during coro-
navirus no leader came and
spoke to us or asked us whether
we had food,” said Sattibabu.

Meanwhile, Suribabu, 40,
who along with two other fam-
ily members fell sick, said that
he too collapsed.

“I just collapsed, what can
I say why I fell down. On
Saturday, I collapsed at the gov-
ernment hospital, my family
members admitted me in the
government hospital,” said
Suribabu. Suribabu said he suf-
fered epileptic fits and didn’t
know what happened to him
when the illness struck while
visiting his daughters who had
fallen prey to the same disease.
Suribabu was not alone, two
daughters, Lakshmi Pravallika
(15) and Deepika (17), were also
affected by the illness.

However, he expressed sat-
isfaction at the treatment and
medicines offered to them by
the Government. He said blood
samples and also the samples of
what they had cooked at home
were taken for tests.

According to Manikyam,
JP Colony is a working class
neighbourhood where people
eke out a living as masons, jute
mill workers, auto-rickshaw
drivers and by doing other
small jobs.

However, all of them are
now afraid. “I don’t know what
will happen to me when I go
back home after talking to
you,” he said. Because of the
nature of the illness, Manikyam
said they always have someone
watching their children.

He said they are now even
scared to step out for work. He
said 40 people getting hit by the
disease in a neighbourhood of
about 300 houses is a big num-
ber to worry about.

Satyanandam, 45, another
resident from the same colony,
complained that a medical
camp was held for only one day,
which was not there on
Wednesday as well as Thursday.
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J&K Election Commissioner
KK Sharma informed on

Friday that 59.90 per cent and
52.43 per cent voter turnout
was recorded in the fifth phase
of panch and sarpanch bypolls,
respectively, which were held
on Thursday.

While giving out the
details, the SEC informed that
bypolls for the vacant panch
seats were held in 229 con-
stituencies in the fifth phase.
Out of a total 42,504 electors
(including 22,140 males and
20,364 females), 25,460 voted
in the fifth phase.

Sharma said that the
Jammu division recorded 77.52
per cent turnout while the
Kashmir division recorded
58.35 per cent turnout in fifth
phase of panch bypolls.

Similarly, 52.43 per cent
voting was registered in the
sarpanch constituencies 
in the fifth phase in 125 con-
stituencies. 

Out of 88,078 electors
(including 45,766 males and
42,312 females), 46,179 voted
to choose their representatives,
the SEC said.

He further said that 75.84
per cent polling was registered
in Jammu division while 42.85
per cent polling was recorded
in Kashmir division.

Shillong: Meghalaya Chief
Minister Conrad K. Sangma on
Friday informed that he has
tested positive for Covid-19
and asked all those who came
in contact with him to get
themselves tested.

Taking to Twitter, Sangma,
42, said: “I have tested positive
for Covid-19. I am under home
isolation and experiencing mild

symptoms. I request all those
who came in contact with me
in the past 5 days to kindly keep
a watch on their health and if
necessary get tested.”

Sangma, who is also the
President of the National
People’s Party (NPP), virtually
attended several events on
Friday.

IANS
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Police in neighbouring
Kushinagar stopped a wed-

ding function and took the
couple to the police station for
interrogation after a complaint
that it was an interfaith mar-
riage involving a minor girl.

The man and the woman
turned out to be both Muslims
and adults. The man told a
newspaper later that he was
thrashed with a leather belt at the
station, an allegation denied by
police. Kushinagar
Superintendent of Police Vinod
Kumar Singh said someone
from Gurnia village had
informed them on Tuesday that

a couple was getting “quietly”
married there, and suspected it
to be a case of “love jehad.”

The term is used by right-
wing activists to refer to mar-
riages allegedly performed for
the sake of religious conversion.
A police team reached the spot
and found a ‘maulvi’ and the
couple there and brought them
to police station for interroga-
tion, the SP said.

He said police later estab-
lished that both were adults and
belonged to the same faith. The
two eloped 13 days ago from
Azamgarh and the woman’s
family had lodged a missing
person’s report at the police sta-
tion, he said.
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The Covid-19 deaths in
Maharashtra breached a

grim milestone of 48000 on
Friday, as 87 more people died
of Coronavirus, while 4268
people tested positive for the
pandemic in various parts of
the State.

With 87 new deaths, the
Covid-19 toll in Maharashtra
went up from 47,972 to 48,059.
Similarly, with 4268 fresh infec-

tions, the total infected cases
jumped from 18,68,172 to
18,72,440.    

As 2774 patients were dis-
charged from the hospitals
across the state after full recov-
ery, the total number of people
discharged from the hospitals
since the second week of March
this year rose to 17,49,973.
The recovery rate in the state
dropped marginally from 93.52
per cent to 93.46 per cent. 

Of the 87 deaths reported,

Mumbai accounted for a max-
imum of  13 deaths, 12 each in
Pune and Nagpur, 6 in Solapur,
5 each in Nashik and Bhandara,
4 in Buldhana, 3 each in Thane,
Sangli, Akola, Yavatmal and
Wardha, 2 each in
Ahmednagar, Satara,
Sindhudurg, Osmanabad and
Beed and one death each in
Palghar, Dhule, Kolhapur,
Aurangabad and Nanded. 

With 13 fresh deaths, the
Covid-19 toll in Mumbai

climbed from 10,942 to 10,955,
while the infected cases rose by
654 to trigger a jump in the
infections from 288,696 to
289,350.    

Meanwhile, the health
authorities pegged the  “active
cases” total cases in the state At
73,315.  The fatality rate in the
state stood at 2.57 per cent.

Pune district, which con-
tinued to be the worst-affected
city-district in Maharashtra,
saw the total number of cases

increase from 3,60,921  while
the total number of deaths in
Pune increased to 7608.

Thane district remained
in the third spot — after Pune
and Mumbai — after the total
number of infections rose to
2,46.720, while the total deaths
climbed to 5380.

Of the 1,15,70,137 samples
sent to laboratories, 
18,72,440 have tested positive
(16.18 per cent) for COVID-19
until Friday. 

Aligarh: In the district, 43 new
corona cases have been dis-
covered with 31 recovered and
sent back home from Covid-19
hospital. 43 people found coro-
na infected in JN Medical
College, Pandit Deen Dayal
Upadhayay Hospital, private
lab and antigen test. 

The health department is
worried about the sudden rise
in corona cases. District
Magistrate Chandra Bhushan
Singh told that infected are
being admitted in Covid-19
hospitals. Family members and
contact persons will be tested
soon. Currently, 259 active
cases in the district made a total
of 10,857 total cases with 10598
recovered.

Even after the directives of
the administration, Corona
infected patients are putting in
isolation into the city, not only
that the data of these patients
are not being recorded, even
the administrative officer is
completely unaware about this.

PNS
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After the failure of talks
with the Government

regarding the three farm laws,
the farmer’s organisations have
now started preparing to make
plaza toll free on December 12,
while the process of the work-
ers is still going to Delhi. 

Yogesh Pratap Singh, state
president of Bhartiya Kisan
Union, has asked all the offi-
cials to get ready for the toll
plaza free movement on
December 12. 

State General Secretary
Shailendra Pal Singh said that
the Gabbhana and Madrak
tolls falling in the district will
be made free from 10 am to 5
pm. The process of the orga-
nization’s worker of Aligarh
going to Delhi is going on.
Many farmers including block
president Yadram Sharma,
Bobby, Jitendra Kumar went to
Delhi under the leadership of
state organization minister

Shranav Kumar. In the meeting
held under the chairmanship of
State Secretary Mohammad
Shami and Mandal President
Jeetendra Yadav in Barauli of
Bharatiya Kisan Sena Union, a
strategy of toll-free movement
was prepared for making toll
plaza free on December 12.

A delegation of the orga-
nization went to meet the
Inspector General of Police in
connection with the forcible
arrest of the National General
Secretary of Bhartiya Kisan
Union Bhanu by the police at
Kasimpur police station but
could not meet due to being on
leave after which the SSP was
informed about the incident.
SSP said that incident will be
investigated. 

On this occasion, State
General Secretary Dr.
Shailendra Singh, District Vice
President Bhole Baba, Roop
Singh, District General
Secretary Nitin Sharma were
present.
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Though the DMK leadership
had said on December 3

that it would wait for more
details about the spiritual pol-
itics to be launched in Tamil
Nadu by  Rajinikanth, in its first
official reaction  on Friday, the
Dravidian major could not hide
its disapproval of the new enti-
ty to be launched by the actor.

“It is not correct to bring
spiritual politics to Tamil
Nadu,” said Kanimozhi MP, the
step sister of party president M
K Stalin while addressing pub-
lic meetings in Tamil Nadu.
She said this was an attempt to

divide the State and its people
based in caste, creed and reli-
gion. But the DMK leader did
not elaborate how Rajinikanth
would divide the population in
the State and which are the
communities to be benefitted
by the new political party.

Addressing party cadre
across the south western dis-
tricts of the State as part of her
election campaign for the 2021
assembly election, Kanimozhi
said that Rajinikanth’s political
party would impact the
prospects of the AIADMK
while the DMK and allies
would not be impacted at all.

But reports from Anna

Arivalayam, the DMK head
quarters in Chennai, say that
Stalin and other leaders have
pressed the panic button fol-
lowing the announcement by
Rajinikanth last Thursday.
“Hectic parleys are on between
the DMK and the Dr Ramadoss
led PMK to rope in the Vanniyar
caste votes,” said sources in the
DMK. The sudden agitation
unleashed by the PMK last week
demanding 20 per cent reserva-
tion for the Vanniyar community
in government service and edu-
cational institutions is being
seen as the prelude to the PMK’s
move to align with the DMK.

“The PMK is known for its

game of flying trapeze and polit-
ical acrobatics. The party has
always jumped from one alliance
to another in successive elections
and is famous for its consistent-
ly inconsistent stances. What I
understand is that the DMK
leadership may even part with
the post of deputy chief minis-
ter to the Vanniyar community
as part of the deal,” said Kolahala
Srenivasan, author and political
commentator.

Vanathi Srinivasan, BJP
leader, said the DMK may have
to pay high price for its anti-
Hindutwa stance and appease-
ment of minorities. “Let them
appease the minorities and we do

not have any issues. But they
should not insult and humiliate
the Hindus to keep the minori-
ties in good humour,” said
Srinivasan.

S Gurumurthy, editor,
Tughlaq, said that  the coming
weeks would see  tempers rising
in the State as the DMK is upset
over the announcement made
by Rajinikanth. “History proves
that the DMK and the Congress
were the losers when the
AIADMK was formed by MGR
in 1972. We will the same phe-
nomenon now as the Tamils are
waiting for a change from the
worn out and rusted Dravidian
politics,” said Gurumurthy.

Kolkata: After a 55-year gap the
people of North Bengal will be
able to take a train to
Bangladesh, thanks to the deci-
sion taken by the two countries
to reopen the Indo-Bangla rail
route from December 17,
Northeast Frontier Railway
sources said adding initially a
goods train will run between the
two countries.

The railway route will con-
nect Haldibari in Coochbehar
district to Chilhati in
Bangladesh. The route was
closed in 1965 when Bangladesh
was a part of Pakistan.

NF Railway CPRO
Subhanan Chanda said that
“Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his Bangladeshi
counterpart Sheikh Hasina will
inaugurate Haldibari-Chilahati

rail route on December 17. The
distance between Haldibari
railway station is 4.5 kilometres
away from the international
border Chilahati in Bangladesh
is 7.5 kilometres away from the
spot making the total distance
between the two stations to 12
km, sources said.

Reports were confirmed by
top officials of Katihar Division
in North Bihar under which the
Coochbehar-Jalpaiguri section
falls. After the passenger trains
start running the distance
between Kolkata and northern
Bangladesh would be reduced to
a 7-hour journey sources said.
Currently trains between India
Bangladesh run between Sealdah
and Bangladesh via the Gede
route of Nadia district in South
Bengal. PNS
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In a shocking development,
the decomposed bodies of a

woman and her three children
were found hanging from a tree
in the jungles of Pacchapur in
Bhiwandi taluka of 
Thane district.

After learning about the
death of his wife and three chil-
dren, the head of the family one
Sripat Bachchu Bangri tried to
commit suicide by consuming
poison. Bangri is undergoing
treatment at the state-run
Indira Gandhi hospital, where
his condition is described as
“critical”.

The Bhiwandi police said
on Friday that the incident
came to light on Thursday. The
brother of Sripat Bangri who
had gone to the jungle to fetch
firewood saw the four bodies
hanging from a tree. He alert-
ed the police.

“After receiving the infor-
mation, we recovered the
decomposed bodies from the

tree. We established their iden-
tities based on the clothes
worn by them.  After we estab-
lished the identities of the four
bodies, we informed Sripat
Bangri about it. We have sent
them for post-mortem,” a
senior police officer said.

Meanwhile, a forensic team
from Bhiwandi visited the spot
where the four bodies were
recovered and did a panchna-
ma of the spot.

Police identified the four
bodies as that of Ranjana
Bangri (30), her daughters
Darshana (12), Rohini (6) and
son Rohit (9).

According to the police, the
four members of Bangri fami-
ly had been reported missing
for seven weeks.  Sripat Bangri
had lodged a complaint with
the Bhiwandi police on
October 21 about their disap-
pearance.

Bhiwandi police are inves-
tigating to find out if it was a
suicide or  a murder. 

This is the second incident
of a similar kind that has taken
place in Thane district. Last
month, the bodies of three
persons were found hanging
from a tree near Khardi village
in the neighbouring Sahapur
taluka.
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Taking serious note of its
“casual dress sense” of its

employees, officers and also
those on its contract, the
Maharashtra Government has
come out with a dress code for
them — under which it has
banned its staffers from wear-
ing jeans, T-shirts and slippers.

Holding that dresses worn
by some employees as “inde-
cent”, “unkempt” and “unclean”,
that they have an adverse
impact on the work atmos-
phere in offices and that they
also “sully” the image of its
image in the minds of people,
the Uddhav Thackeray dis-
pensation restrained its staffers
from wearing jeans, T-shirts
and casual slippers at its offices.

Prefacing the decision to
introduce a new dress code for
its staffer and contractual
employees, Principal Secretary
(General Administration
Department) Shrikant
Deshpande stated in a circular:
“It has been observed that sev-
eral employees and contractu-
al staff wear “indecent”,
“unkempt” and “unclean” dress
that have an adverse impact on
the work atmosphere in offices
and that they also sully the
image of the government’s
image in the minds of the
people”.

Among other things, the
Maharashtra Government states
that women employees can wear
sarees, salwars/chudidars kurtas,
trouser pants and shirts along-
with dupattas if necessary.  The
male employees can wear shirts
and “pants or trouser pants”.

“Clothes with deep colours
and strange embroidery pat-
terns or pictures should not be
worn. Besides, employees and
staff should not wear 
jeans and t-shirts in offices,” the
circular stated.

In another diktat, the state
government circular said that
women employees should wear
chappals, sandals or shoes
while men should wear shoes
or sandals.

In a welcome move aimed
at encouraging use of hand-

spun  cloth, the Maharashtra
government stated that all
employees must wear khadi
clothes at least on Fridays.

Maharashtra is not the first
state to have come out with a
dress code for its government
employees.  Last year, the Bihar
government had come out with
a similar dress code for its
employees.  More than two
years ago, the Rajasthan gov-
ernment had banned its
employees from wearing jeans
and T-shirts.

On its part, the Tamil Nadu
government asked its employ-
ees to avoid casual attire and
instead wear clothes that reflect
Indian and Tamil culture.
Among other things, the Tamil
Nadu government mandated
the women employees to wear
sari/salwar kameez/churidaar
with dupatta while they were on
duty and to shirts with formal
pants/veshti (dhoti) or any other
Indian traditional dress.

In August 2017, the
Himachal Pradesh
Government came out with a
similar order prescribing a
dress code for all its employees
at work.

The Karnataka
Government, which was
among the first few states that
introduced a dress code for its
employees, had in 2013 barred
its female employees from
wearing skirts, T-shirts and
pants while at work and asked
its male employees not to wear
T-shirts at work.

2�
��>�������-���
�-��	�������
��������	�

 ,���7 ���
�������
���������������������
6� ����
�������88����

9������:7�	�������
��������������
��/�������(�	��'�������
�����
������%���#�������
��	
����	��	���
�	������


�����������
���������
���������
����	���������
����

 �������)����)!���*
�)��� ) � �)�� 
��	���������� ���

�) ��'�������#+�5���
 ��'� ��� ����*
� +' ��7)
�!� ��

(
�� �*����
����# ���
 ����)!���� +���'!�)

�
# �� ��!��
����� �5����)��� +�
��#+�5���� ��'� ��
�)!���� ���8# ������

���
����# ���9

���
������	�?����"���� 
�������	���
���������	*
���;�
����������

(�	������	������	�;�����������������
9�615���
��@����������	������	
����	�����.5�A6�99:B������������
�����-����95�:=/

<����������������

�
��������������

�3:%�1�;����&32&2�<.2�&�=3�>.?�.=�4

;%�����������
������������������
%�����������


)���%�$��)���%�� ���&.�)��  � �)$����/�%%��

%�����������#��2�6�����
�����������������#��
��������%��������(���
�
���������������
�����

����������
�������
����������	�	*��-���
������������-��
�

Lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh
government is all set to project
the Purvanchal region of the
state as an investment destina-
tion to foreign companies
which are planning to shift
their bases from China to other
destinations in the wake of the
coronavirus pandemic .

“Agriculturally rich, the
Purvanchal region is known for
its cheap labour. If we now con-
centrate on the skill develop-
ment of this labour force then
instead of choosing Vietnam
and Thailand, the foreign com-
panies will choose Purvanchal
as their destination for invest-

ment,” said Additional Chief
Secretary (MSME and Export
Promotion) Navneet Sehgal
while addressing a national
webinar-cum-seminar on
‘Sustainable Development of
Purvanchal’ as the lead speak-
er on Friday.

PNS
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Every year, the United
Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP)
releases an Emissions Gap
Report showing the differ-

ence between estimated current
greenhouse gas emission levels and
the target prescribed by the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change
signed on December 12, 2015. The
latter calls for holding the increase
in global average temperature in this
century to well below 2 degrees
Celsius above the pre-industrial-rev-
olution level, and for trying to limit
it to 1.5 degree Celsius above it.

Each report not only dwells on
the gap but provides a comprehen-
sive account of the situation and
developments on the environment
front during the year, what needs to
be done to combat climate change,
and the prospects ahead for the
world. The current report, 11th in
the series titled Emissions Gap
Report 2020, released on December
9, 2020, presents, like its predeces-
sors, an alarming picture. It says that
the year 2020 is likely to be the
warmest on record, with wildfires,
droughts, storms and glacier-melt-
ing intensifying.

If one were to identify its most
terrifying prognosis, it would be that
the world is hurtling towards a tem-
perature increase of over 3 degrees
Celsius by the end of this century.
And this would be despite a predict-
ed fall of 7 per cent in carbon diox-
ide emissions as a result of the eco-
nomic slowdown caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic. The decline,
however, would translate to only
0.01 degree reduction in global
warming by 2050, because the
emissions would rise again — and
become even higher — as
economies bounce back.

What all this means begins to
become clear on recalling that
according to the Special Report on
Global Warming of 1.5°C (The
Special Report), released by the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) on October
7, 2018, the adverse effects of climate
change would not be reduced even
if the increase is limited to 1.5 degree
Celsius. Sea levels will continue to
rise beyond 2100, threatening
coastal ecosystems and infrastruc-
ture. Flooding, drought and extreme
weather events will wreak havoc
around the world. Many species will
continue to be driven towards
extinction and marine ecosystems
could face “irreversible loss.” What
is particularly alarming, this level,
according to the report, is likely to
be reached sometime between 2030

and 2052. Fourteen per cent of
the world’s population would be
exposed to severe heat waves at
least once in five years at the 1.5
degree Celsius warming level.
The percentage would rise to 37
if the level rises to 2 degrees
Celsius. Christopher Flavelle’s
report, titled Climate Change
Threatens the World’s Food
Supply, United Nations Warns, in
the New York Times of August 8,
2019, quotes Edouard Davin, a
researcher at ETH Zurich and an
author of the report, as saying by
email, “Above 2 degrees of glob-
al warming, there could be an
increase of 100 million or more
of the population at risk of
hunger,” and adding, “We need to
act quickly.” A three-degree
Celsius increase in temperature,
according to a report by Louise
Boyle, datelined December 9,
2020, in the Independent of the
UK, would cause mass extinc-
tions and leave “swathes of plan-
et uninhabitable.” It cites the
non-profit organisation, Climate
Central, as saying that 275 mil-
lion people would be at risk in
areas flooded by seal-level rise.

It is a grim scenario on
almost every front. A 65-page
“Summary for Policymakers” of
another IPCC special report of
2019 stated that a food crisis
loomed large, especially in trop-
ical and sub-tropical regions, if
carbon dioxide emissions contin-
ued unchecked. It added that
besides significantly reducing
crop yields, rising temperatures
may also bring down the nutri-
tional value of crops. Floods,
droughts, storms and other forms
of extreme weather conditions
threatened to disrupt and, over
time, reduce the world’s food sup-
ply.

According to Stephen
Leahy’s report, “World food cri-
sis looms if carbon emissions go
unchecked, UN says” in the

National Geographic of August 8,
2019, already, more than 10 per-
cent of the world’s population
remained undernourished. It
quoted Cynthia Rozenzweig,
Coordinating Lead Author of the
IPCC’s Special Report on Climate
Change and Land, and a clima-
tologist at the NASA Goddard
Institute for Space Studies, as say-
ing that extreme weather events
had already increased in size and
intensity, and are playing a role
in food price spikes.

It cited the examples of
extensive spring floods in the US
Midwest in 2019 leading to very
late planting of corn and soy
crops, reducing their potential
yields. It also mentioned drought
playing havoc with rice crops in
Thailand and Indonesia and
sugarcane and oilseeds produces
in India in 2019 when record-
breaking heat waves in Europe
were feared to be causing a 13 per
cent decline in French wine pro-
duction. Apart from under-nour-
ishment and hunger, food short-

ages could lead to an increase in
cross-border migration, which is
having an unfortunate impact on
politics in North America and
Europe.

The question arises: What
are the chances of averting the
dismal future that seems to face
the world? There are some glim-
mers of hope. The Emissions Gap
Report 2020 says that the predict-
ed emission rates could be
reduced by around 25 per cent if
Governments commit to a path
of “green recovery” from the pan-
demic’s disaster. This would give
the world a fighting chance to
keep global warming down to 2
degrees Celsius by the end of this
century. Treading this path would
require the provision or direct
support to zero-emissions tech-
nologies and infrastructure,
reducing fossil fuel subsidies,
promoting measures like
afforestation and avoiding defor-
estation. Trees are most impor-
tant as they reduce the presence
of carbon dioxide in the atmos-
phere by absorbing it.

Agricultural practices and
global food supply systems
account for one-third of the
global carbon emissions. It is,
therefore, important to orient
them towards reducing carbon
emissions. For example, steps like
the draining of wetlands to make
room for cultivation - as has hap-
pened in Indonesia and Malaysia
to create palm oil plantations -
should be avoided as that would
release into the air the huge
amounts of carbon dioxide gas
trapped in these water bodies.
Further, the Special Report on
Climate Change and Land calls
for institutional changes like pro-
viding farmers with better access
to credit in developing countries
and giving them stronger prop-
erty rights. It further advocated
utilisation of the skills and knowl-
edge of indigenous and local peo-

ple to devise agricultural practices
aimed at promoting biodiversi-
ty conservation and combating
desertification and land degrada-
tion.

Along with agriculture, the
Emissions Gap Report 2020
emphasises the need for shipping
and aviation industries, which
account for five per cent of glob-
al emissions, to combine energy
efficiency with a rapid transition
away from fossil fuels.

Around two-thirds of glob-
al emissions being linked to pri-
vate households, changes in con-
sumption and behaviour patterns
are required. Cycling, car-sharing,
and more energy-efficient hous-
ing needs to be promoted. Travel
by rail rather than air is recom-
mended for short journeys. The
wealthy, particularly, need to
make significant changes in their
lifestyles as the richest 1 per cent
of the world’s population
accounts for more than twice the
combined share of the poorest 50
per cent. There is a special need
to avoid food loss and wastage.

There are some encouraging
signs. While President Donald
Trump of the US walked out of
the Paris Agreement and derid-
ed the idea of climate change,
President-elect Joe Biden has
not only decided to rejoin but has
set a target for net-zero emissions
no later than 2050. According to
the Emissions Gap Report 2020,
some 126 countries, covering 51
per cent of global greenhouse gas
emissions, have so far, adopted,
announced or are considering, a
net zero pledge by 2050.

Nevertheless, optimism
needs to be kept on a tight leash.
Between promise and perfor-
mance, and resolve and result,
falls more than a shadow. In this
case, the shadow will darken the
future of the entire world.

(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer)
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Sir — Generic medicines are con-
sidered an economical substitute
for branded drugs. But I was
shocked to notice heavy trade
margins in generic medicines at the
wholesale market in Delhi’s
Bhagirath Palace. 

A box of 20 strips of 10 tablets
each of Vogliboz-0.3, marketed by
Knoll Healthcare Pvt Ltd, with the
Maximum Retail Price (MRP) of
�100 each (box MRP �2,000),
was available with the distributor
at �300. It means a whopping 567
per cent profit for the retailer.

The National Pharmaceutical
Pricing Authority (NPPA) should
immediately direct generic drug
marketers to reduce the printed
MRP to not above the net total
trade margins of 20-25 per cent.
The high trade margins create
room for bribery since govern-
ments are the biggest purchasers of
generic medicines for their hospi-
tals and dispensaries.

Madhu Agrawal
Delhi

�	�	�����	����
Sir — Before Independence, six
major famines from 1870 to 1943
ravaged the country and complete-
ly crippled its health and economy.
But India showed courage and pos-

itivity and didn’t depend on other
countries for survival. The success
of the Green Revolution helped
develop a strong nation.

Times have changed and
today we are able to provide food
security to the Gulf countries,
including Saudi Arabia and the
UAE. It is a historic fruit of unity,
hard work and dedication of a
multi-cultural nation. The

Government should build bridges
with our farmers for continued
food security.

Sunil Chilwal
Haldwani

�	
���������
����
Sir — The farmers agitating for two
weeks against the new agricultur-
al laws have threatened to block
railway tracks and highways to the

NCR if their demands are not
heeded. It is quite serious.

The Centre has admitted that
the laws have been made for
traders. If agriculture is a State sub-
ject, the Centre has no right to
make laws on it without consult-
ing them. Thousands of farmers
have been protesting at various
border points to the Capital. They
feel that the new laws are aimed at

benefitting corporates close to the
Government by weakening the
mandi system. As the situation
turns increasingly explosive, the
Centre will be responsible for any
incidents that take place over the
coming days.

Bhagwan Thadani
Mumbai

�����	����	���	��
Sir — Even though India won the
T-20 series against Australia by 2-
1, the middle-order problem
continues to cast a shadow over
the team. Since the openers are a
bit shaky, we need to depend on
the middle order to prop up the
scoring.

Trustworthy players like
Manish Pandey and Shreyas Iyer,
in terrific form in IPL, failed to do
justice to the job at hand. With
many all-rounders, the Indian
team could try the pinch hitter
policy in the middle order. Even
an attacking Rishab Pant capitu-
lated and the team was depend-
ing on Pandya in the end. When
he failed, we lost the final match
and the series. This mess has to be
sorted before the T-20 World Cup.

C.K. Ramanath Iyer
Ghaziabad
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The Governor of Uttar Pradesh (UP) recent-
ly promulgated an Ordinance called the Uttar
Pradesh Prohibition of Unlawful Conversion

of Religion Ordinance, 2020. It has been promul-
gated to provide for prohibition of unlawful con-
versions from one religion to another by misrep-
resentation, force, undue influence, coercion,
allurement, by any fraudulent means or by mar-
riage. The emphasis in the Ordinance is on the pro-
hibition of “unlawful conversion.” A conversion is
considered unlawful if it is due to allurement, coer-
cion and so on and also by marriage. An “unlaw-
ful conversion” is defined as one that is not in
accordance with the law of the land. 

According to the new law, a wo/man intend-
ing to convert to another religion needs to inform
the District Magistrate or Additional District
Magistrate at least 60 days in advance and give a
declaration that the decision is free from any pres-
sure or allurement and is being done by one’s free
choice. Yet, another declaration needs to be sub-
mitted within 60 days once the conversion takes
place. Only then will the person be able to attain
a confirmation certificate that the conversion is
lawful. The District Magistrate’s Office has to
exhibit a copy of the declarations on the notice
board of the office till the date of confirmation of
conversion.

However, the UP Ordinance is silent with
regard to the nature of the law governing conver-
sions. It does not provide any explanation and con-
templates that whoever is involved in the said
unlawful conversion shall be punished with an
imprisonment of not less than one year, which may
extend to five years. The accused person is also
liable to pay a fine. Though the punishment is one
year to five years, the Ordinance makes the offence
cognisable and non-bailable and triable by the
court of sessions. 

Generally, in criminal cases the burden of
proof lies with the prosecution but the Ordinance
imposes this burden upon the person who alleged-
ly caused the conversion. And wherever the con-
version has been facilitated by any other person,
the burden of proof is on them too. It also con-
templates that any marriage, which was entered
into for the sole purpose of unlawful conversion
by a man of one religion with a woman of anoth-
er religion or vice-versa, either by converting him-
self/herself before or after marriage or by convert-
ing the wo/man before or after marriage, shall be
declared void by the family court.

In case, the couple is in an area where the fam-
ily court is not established, the civil court having
jurisdiction in the area can try the case and declare
the marriage null and void. There need not be any
independent adjudication with regard to a decla-
ration of any marriage as void as per any other law.
However, the fact remains that unless a nexus is
established between a marriage and unlawful con-
version, Section six of the Ordinance, which con-
templates marriage to be declared as void by the
courts, is not applicable. 

The meaning of conversion by marriage is also
not explained in the Ordinance and it contemplates
conversion by marriage per-se unlawful. Generally
two persons belonging to different faiths can get
married under the provisions of Special Marriage
Act. However, in some cases unless there is a con-
version and both, the bride and the bridegroom
belong to the same faith, the marriage would not
be performed. Conversion would be a prerequi-

site in such cases. It cannot be said that
it is a conversion by marriage. The
Ordinance also contemplates that once
the person who intends to change
his/her religion has made the declaration
before the District Magistrate, an inquiry
would be conducted by the police with
regard to “such an intention of a person
to convert.” The report of the police
would be a major factor in deciding
whether a person can change their reli-
gion or not. It would also be instrumen-
tal in concluding whether the conversion
is illegal and thus, void. 

The Ordinance also contemplates a
post-conversion procedure. It states that
a converted individual shall send a dec-
laration to the District Magistrate and
appear for 21 days thereafter before
him/her till the objections, if any,
received are decided by the District
Magistrate. It also contemplates that if the
procedure is not followed the conversion
becomes illegal and void.

Though the Ordinance protects
people from getting converted due to
allurement, coercion and so on, there is
a scope for abusing the provisions by
relying upon the police enquiry report.
The Ordinance is silent with regard to
the action of the District Magistrate vis-
a-vis the police inquiry report. There is
a requirement to have a re-look into the
provisions of the Ordinance for the pur-
pose of incorporating necessary checks
and balances instead of placing more
reliance upon a police enquiry report. 

However, the UP Government’s
anti-conversion move is not unique. In
the past too, several States in the coun-
try have passed what are referred to as
Freedom of Religion Acts or “anti-con-
version laws”. These are mostly State-level
laws that are aimed to regulate involun-
tary religious conversions. Odisha was
the first State to pass such a law in 1967

and the most recent legislation was
passed in Jharkhand and Uttarakhand in
2017. Chhattisgarh, Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh passed their
“Freedom of Religion Act” in 2000, 2003
and 2006 respectively. Taking a cue from
the others, Rajasthan too passed a sim-
ilar Bill in 2006.  Arunachal Pradesh had
already enacted one in 1979 and in 2002
Tamil Nadu passed the Tamil Nadu
Prohibition of Forceful Conversion Act.
The Supreme Court in the Reverend.
Stainislaus Vs. State of Madhya Pradesh
case upheld the provisions of the Madhya
Pradesh and Orissa Act. Significantly,
Madhya Pradesh enacted the Madhya
Pradesh Dharma Swatantraya
Adhinayam Act way back in 1968 and
Odisha enacted the Orissa Freedom of
Religion Act in 1967.

The provisions of both the Acts relat-
ing to prohibition of forcible conversion
and punishment were challenged before
the respective High Courts and were car-
ried to the Apex Court. The Supreme
Court had held that the freedom of reli-
gion enshrined in Article 25 of the
Constitution is not guaranteed in respect
of one religion only but covers all reli-
gions alike and it can be properly
enjoyed by a person if s/he exercises
her/his right in a manner commensurate
with freedom of persons following other
religions. It was further held that free-
dom for one is freedom for the other, in
equal measure, and there can therefore
be no such thing as a fundamental right
to convert any person to one’s own reli-
gion. The Apex Court upheld the pro-
visions which prohibit forceful conver-
sion in the background of maintenance
of “public order.” The Supreme Court
also held that if an attempt is made to
raise communal passions, e.g. on the
ground that someone has been “forcibly”
converted to another religion, it would

in all probability, give rise to apprehen-
sion of breach of public order, affecting
the community at large. However, the
present Ordinance incorporates a new
concept of conversion by marriage. It
presumes that every religious conversion
is illegal unless the procedure that has
been laid down is followed. The term
“love jihad” has not been referred to in
the Ordinance and its perusal shows that
the same is applicable to all religions. The
word “allurement” has been defined
widely, which may ultimately be a play-
ing field for the police during its enquiry. 

Article 25 of the Constitution of
India contemplates that all people are
equally entitled to freedom of con-
science, the right freely to profess, prac-
tice and propagate religion. It means that
the Constitution guarantees the right to
practice, propagate a religion and in the
process a person may impress upon the
other to get converted or herself/himself
change their religion. 

The  Ordinance comes into play
when such a conversion occurs due to
the factors like allurement, coercion and
so on. It is inoperative while exercising
freedom of conscience. The question is
whether the police are equipped suffi-
ciently to conduct an enquiry into these
aspects or not, so as to come to a con-
clusion that the choice of conversion has
been made freely without any other fac-
tors. There would be a possibility of
abuse of processes and filing of criminal
cases against those persons who propa-
gate their faith, on the ground that they
have instigated the thought of conversion
in a person. However, a mere thought of
conversion to another religion cannot be
made an offence unless it manifests into
action. 

(The writer is an Advocate in the
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana High
Courts)
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In London, during a 2011 inter-
national media conference
organised by the British Council,

I was approached by a group of
Indian journalists who were curious
to know my views on Pakistan’s for-
mer dictator and “strongman”
General Pervez Musharraf. I must
clarify that the term “strongman”
was used by them, despite the fact
that Musharraf had been forced to
resign in 2008. This wasn’t the first
time I had come across Indians
praising Musharraf as a strong-
man. So on the last day of the con-
ference, I asked one of them to
explain to me their fascination with
Musharraf.

“They want their own strong-

man, which they never had,” he
chuckled. “But why would they
want one when democratically-
elected men and women in your
country have done rather well com-
pared to all the strongmen that have
ruled Pakistan?” I asked.

He replied by saying that India’s
new middle-classes feel that their
country’s political system is corrupt
and weak and unable to defend its
Hindu majority from brazen attacks
from Pakistan.

This left me scratching my
head: “But India’s economy has
been outperforming that of
Pakistan’s for years now, and India
has a much better image abroad,” I
smiled. “No, boss,” he replied, “what
is the use of a good economy or
image if they can’t stop attacks on
our pride and people.” He almost
sounded melancholic.

Three years later, India elected
the unabashed nationalist, Narendra
Modi as its Prime Minister. India’s
own “strongman.” The term “strong-
men” (in politics) is rooted in the
largely mythical exploits of ancient
monarchs who “ruled like benevo-
lent kings but with an iron fist.” It’s

an expression of a political mas-
culinity driven by fearlessness, fair-
ness, ambition and mental and
physical strength. However, the
more immediate roots of the term
lie in the ways certain authoritari-
an rulers and dictators came to
power and conducted matters of the
State and Government during the
Cold War (1945-1990).

In a March 11, 2019 essay in
Foreign Policy, the American polit-
ical scientist Erica Frantz writes that
the size of autocratic regimes peaked
in the 1970s, when 75 per cent of the
governments in the world were
authoritarian. They were said to be
ruled by “strongmen.” The term had
a negative connotation when used
by political scientists, but it was actu-
ally celebrated by those for whom it
was being used. Some of these
“strongmen” were romanticised
through State propaganda as men
who were boldly protecting their
societies from malevolent forces that
were out to usurp a country’s
resources, progress, pride and exis-
tence. 

After the collapse of the Cold
War in 1990, it was widely believed

that in the defeat and absence of the
Soviet Union and because of the tri-
umph of capitalism, a liberal democ-
racy would rapidly proliferate in for-
mer dictatorships. The era of
“strongmen” was understood to be
over. Nevertheless, after 1990, the
term “strongmen” did recede, and
many countries adopted democra-
cy, in one form or the other. But the
term returned with a bang after
2010, mainly on the wings of two
democracies gradually sliding into
autocracies. 

Russia was a “hybrid democra-
cy” and like most post-Cold War
hybrid regimes, never fully devel-
oped into the kind of liberal democ-
racy that most analysts believed it
would eventually evolve into. More
striking was the case of Turkey
which, after decades of military
interventions, did manage to make
a successful transition with the
2003 election of Recep Erdogan as
the Prime Minister and the rapid
erosion of the political influence of
Turkey’s military. However, Russia’s
Vladimir Putin and Turkey’s
Erdogan soon discovered that an
authoritarian set-up can last longer

behind a facade of liberal democra-
cy, compared to the bygone nature
of dictatorship, which was openly
antagonistic towards democracy.
Their “success” in this respect did
not go unnoticed. After 2014, a wave
began to sweep across various
regions in which democratically-
elected men started to use similar
tactics, putting themselves at the
centre of an authoritarian set-up but
giving it a veneer of democracy.
They all became the new “strong-
men.”

More alarmingly, this not only
happened in hybrid set-ups in for-
mer dictatorships (such as Pakistan,
for example) but also in developed
democracies in various European
countries and in India and the US.

According to a detailed study on
the “new strongmen” published in
the journal, Political Research
Exchange, the current breed of
“strongmen” share similar character-
istics with the authoritarians of the
Cold War. The only difference is,
unlike their Cold War contempo-
raries, the new ones come to power
through a democratic process. But
they mould, turn and twist demo-

cratic institutions and tools to for-
mulate an autocratic set-up.

The study defines the personal-
ities of authoritarians as dark traits
which include, “narcissism
(grandiosity, ego-reinforcement
behaviour, tendency to seek atten-
tion and admiration), subclinical
psychopathy (lack of remorse, insen-
sitivity, impulsivity) and
Machiavellianism (tendency to use
manipulation and strategic behav-
iours).” They embody a push for a
centralisation of executive power,
hierarchical governance, muscular
treatment of opponents and the
media, and the promotion of nation-
alism. The study further states that
the electoral attraction for the new
authoritarians is because of disillu-
sionment with established democ-
ratic models. However, a May 10,
2018 report by the International
Association for Political Science
Studies (IAPSS) posits that “a com-
bination of uncertainty with the false
perception of an escalating threat
has led to an increase in calls for
strong leaders.” It adds that societies
are now more vulnerable and under
the influence of authoritarians that

provide simple answers  — often fal-
lacies — to the complex issues of
today’s world.

The report argues that, psycho-
logically, new autocratic regimes use
old authoritarian tactics of inducing
anxiety in the polity about fears that
may be exaggerated, or non-existent.
For example, returning to my con-
versation with the Indian journal-
ist in London, the Modi regime’s
“manly” anti-Pakistan bent and
actions against ideas such as “love
jihad” may be a carry-over from a
decades-old Hindu middle-class
anxiety. According to the German
historian Markus Daechsel, in the
early 20th century, there was a feel-
ing among Hindu nationalists that
the Hindus lacked militant virtues.
Daechel writes that it was widely
believed by the Hindu middle-
classes that “Muslims had a higher
birth rate than Hindus because of
their unrestrained sexuality.”

Is it possible then that those
middle-class Indians who were
looking for a “strongman” had also
this embedded in their psyches?
Perhaps.

(Courtesy: Dawn)
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Terre Haute (US): The Trump
administration Thursday car-
ried out its ninth federal exe-
cution of the year in what has
been a first series of executions
during a presidential lame-
duck period in 130 years,
putting to death a Texas street-
gang member in the slayings of
a religious couple from Iowa
more than two decades ago.

Four more federal execu-
tions, including one Friday, are
planned in the weeks before
President-elect Joe Biden’s inau-
guration. 

One was carried out in late
November.

The case of Brandon
Bernard, who received a lethal
injection of phenobarbital at a
US prison in Terre Haute,
Indiana, was a rare execution of
a person who was in his teens
when his crime was committed.

Several high-profile fig-
ures, including reality TV star
Kim Kardashian West, had
appealed to President Donald
Trump to commute Bernard’s
sentence to life in prison.

With witnesses looking on
from behind a glass barrier sep-
arating them from a pale-green
death chamber, the 40-year-old

Bernard was pronounced dead
at 9:27 pm Eastern time.

He directed his last words
to the family of the couple he
played a role in killing, speak-
ing with striking calm for some-
one who knew he was about to
die.

“I’m sorry,” he said, lifting
his head and looking at witness-
room windows. 

“That’s the only words that
I can say that completely cap-
ture how I feel now and how I
felt that day.”

As he spoke, he showed no
outward signs of fear or distress,
speaking lucidly and naturally. 

He spoke for more than
three minutes, saying he had
been waiting for this chance to
say he was sorry — not only to
the victims’ family, but also for
the pain he caused his own
family. AP

Washington: President-elect
Joe Biden is getting the old gang
back together.

Increasingly deep into the
process of selecting Cabinet
members and other senior staff,
the incoming Biden adminis-
tration has a distinctly Obama
feel.

There’s Denis McDonough,
former President Barack
Obama’s chief of staff who
Biden announced on Thursday
would be nominated as the sec-
retary of veterans affairs. 

Susan Rice, Obama’s former
national security adviser, was
named the director of Biden’s
White House Domestic Policy
Council.

That’s on top of Biden
already tapping Obama’s agri-
culture secretary, Tom Vilsack,
to head the department once

again, former Secretary of State
John Kerry to serve as special
envoy on climate and Kerry’s
Obama-era deputy Antony
Blinken to lead the State
Department. 

Jeff Zients, who did stints as
acting Office of Management
and Budget director and a top
economic adviser in the Obama
White House, will return as
Biden’s coronavirus response
coordinator.

With the exception of
President Donald Trump, a
political outsider when he was
elected in 2016, recent new
presidents have relied heavily
on pools of talent that had cut
their teeth in their parties’ pre-
vious administrations to fill
out their own government. 

But Biden, who is assuming
the presidency in the midst of

the worst public health crisis in
a century and a flagging econ-
omy, is putting a greater pre-
mium on past experience and,
as a result, has gone frequent-
ly back to the Obama well as he
fills out his government.

“Many of the folks who are
returning are returning because
they believe in public service
and know that after four tur-
bulent and destructive years
and a brutal pandemic, this is
a particularly important time to
serve,” said David Axelrod,
who served as a senior adviser
to Obama. 

“Their experience is valu-
able. Their values and out-
looks are consonant with
(Biden’s). The challenge is to
look forward and not back and
innovate beyond what’s simply
been broken.”  AP

United Nations: The UN
General Assembly approved a
resolution over Russian objec-
tions Thursday commending
progress in peace talks between
the Afghan government and the
Taliban while urging stepped-up
efforts to tackle terrorist attacks
by the Taliban, al-Qaida, the
Islamic State extremist group
and their affiliates.

The vote in the 193-mem-
ber world body was 130 in
favour, Russia against, and
China, Pakistan and Belarus
abstaining. 

Fifty-nine countries did not
vote.

The 15-page resolution
titled “The Situation in
Afghanistan” covers a wide
range of issues including peace

and reconciliation, democracy,
the rule of law, good gover-
nance, human rights, counter-
narcotics, social and economic
development and regional coop-
eration.

While welcoming progress
in the intra-Afghan talks,
including the December 2
agreement on rules of procedure
for negotiations, the resolution
“condemns the high rate of
continued violence.” 

It says this “is contributing
to an unacceptable number of
casualties” and calls for an
immediate cessation of vio-
lence and strongly encourages
the Afghan government and the
Taliban “to pursue confidence-
building measures and to reduce
violence.” 

The resolution reiterates
the General Assembly’s “serious
concern” about the security sit-
uation in Afghanistan and
stresses the need to continue to
address the threat to the coun-
try’s stability from violence
committed by the Taliban,
including the Haqqani Network,
as well as al-Qaida, Islamic
State, their affiliates “and other
terrorist and criminal groups.” 

Afghanistan’s UN ambas-
sador, Adela Raz, expressed
regret that despite her govern-
ment’s strong support for the
resolution it wasn’t adopted by
consensus, saying the measure
reflects “developments that are
taking place on the ground and
particularly the progress in the
peace process.”   AP

Houston: The Texas lawsuit
asking the US Supreme Court
to invalidate President-elect
Joe Biden’s victory has quickly
become a conservative litmus
test, as 106 members of
Congress and multiple state
attorneys general signed onto
the case even as some have pre-
dicted it will fail.

The last-gasp bid to subvert
the results of the Nov 3 election
is demonstrating President
Donald Trump’s enduring
political power even as his
term is set to end. And even
though most of the signatories
are far-right conservatives who
come from deep red districts,
the filing meant that roughly
one-quarter of the US House
believes the Supreme Court
should set aside election results.

Seventeen Republican
attorneys general are backing
the unprecedented case that
Trump is calling “the big one”
despite the fact that the presi-
dent and his allies have lost
dozens of times in courts across

the country and have no evi-
dence of widespread fraud. 

And in a filing Thursday,
the Congressional Republicans
claimed “unconstitutional
irregularities” have “cast doubt”
on the 2020 outcome and “the
integrity of the American sys-
tem of elections.” 

To be clear, there has been
no evidence of widespread
fraud and Trump has been
seeking to subvert the will of
the voters. Election law experts

think the lawsuit will never last.
“The Supreme Court is

not going to overturn the elec-
tion in the Texas case, as the
President has told them to do,”
tweeted Rick Hasen, a law pro-
fessor at the University of
California, Irvine. “But we are
in bad shape as a country that
17 states could support this
shameful, anti-American filing”
by Texas and its attorney gen-
eral, Ken Paxton, he said.

The lawsuit filed against

Michigan, Georgia,
Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin
repeats false, disproven, and
unsubstantiated accusations
about the voting in four states
that went for Trump’s
Democratic challenger. 

The case demands that the
high court invalidate the states’
62 total Electoral College votes.
That’s an unprecedented rem-
edy in American history: set-
ting aside the votes of tens of
millions of people, under the
baseless claim the Republican
incumbent lost a chance at a
second term due to widespread
fraud.

Two days after Paxton
sued, 17 states filed a motion
supporting the lawsuit, and
on Thursday six of those states
asked to join the case them-
selves. Trump has acted to join
the case, tweeting Thursday
that “the Supreme Court has a
chance to save our Country
from the greatest Election
abuse in the history of the
United States.” 

Hours later, Trump held a
meeting at the White House,
scheduled before the suit was
filed, with a dozen Republican
attorneys general, including
Paxton and several others who
are backing the effort.

Still, some of the top state
Republican prosecutors urging
the Supreme Court to hear the
case have acknowledged that
the effort is a long shot and are
seeking to distance themselves
from Trump’s baseless allega-
tions of fraud. 

North Dakota’s Wayne
Stenehjem, among the 17 attor-
neys general supporting the
case, said North Dakota is not
alleging voter fraud in the four
states at issue.

“We’re careful on that,”
said Stenehjem, who noted
that his office has received
thousands of calls and emails
from constituents asking the
state to support the suit. “But
it’s worth it for the Supreme
Court to weigh in and settle it
once and for all,” he said. AP
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Hong Kong: Hong Kong pro-
democracy activist and media
tycoon Jimmy Lai has been
charged under the city’s nation-
al security law, amid a widen-
ing crackdown on dissent,
according to local media
reports.

Lai, who founded the
Apple Daily tabloid, was
charged on suspicion of col-
luding with foreign forces and
endangering national security,
local broadcaster TVB report-
ed Friday. 

He is the most high-profile
person to be charged under the
law since it was implemented in
June.

Police said in a statement
that they arrested a 73-year-old

man under the national secu-
rity law, but did not name him.

Lai was arrested under the
national security law in August. 

He and two executives of
Next Digital, the company that
operates the Apple Daily news-
paper, were later charged for
fraud over accusations that
they violated lease terms on
office space the company. He
was denied bail earlier this
month. AP
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Ankara: Turkey on Friday
called on the European Union
to act as an ‘honest mediator’ in
its dispute with EU members
Greece and Cyprus over the
exploration of gas reserves in
the Mediterranean, after
European leaders approved
expanding sanctions against
Ankara.

The leaders said early
Friday that Turkey — which is
a candidate to join although its
membership talks are blocked
— has “engaged in unilateral
actions and provocations and
escalated its rhetoric against the
EU.” This was despite the fact
that they had offered trade and
other incentives to Turkey to

halt its activities during their
last summit in October, they
said.

The leaders tasked EU for-
eign policy chief Josep Borrell
with drawing up a report on the
state of EU-Turkey political,
economic and trade relations
and to suggest how to proceed,
including on widening sanc-
tions. Borrrell was asked to sub-
mit the report to the leaders by
the time they hold a summit in
March.

Turkey’s Foreign Ministry
slammed the EU decision, say-
ing Ankara rejects the 27-
member group’s “biased and
unlawful attitude.” A ministry
statement said the decision to

expand sanctions against
Turkey was approved out of sol-
idarity with Greece and Cyprus.
The two countries’ alleged mis-
use of the solidarity and veto
rights had thrust EU-Turkey
ties into a “vicious circle,” it said.

“The situation is harming
the joint interests of Turkey
and the EU as well as our
region’s peace, security and
stability,” the ministry said.
“The EU should take up the
role of an honest mediator, it
must act in a principled, strate-
gic and sensible manner.”
Tensions between NATO allies
Turkey and Greece escalated
over the summer with a mili-
tary build-up after Turkey sent
its seismic survey vessel Oruc
Reis, escorted by navy frigates,
into disputed waters.  AP

:��-�����C�����D"���������
������������������

Washington: A special US
government advisory panel has
recommended emergency use
authorisation for Pfizer’s coro-
navirus vaccine, in a major step
towards its widespread use in
the country, worst-hit by the
pandemic.

After an eight-hour public
hearing on Thursday, the Food
and Drug Administration’s
(FDA) Vaccines and Related
Biological Products Advisory
Committee (VRBPAC) voted
17 to 4 with 1 abstention to rec-
ommend the vaccine devel-
oped by American pharma-
ceutical giant Pfizer and its
German partner BioNTech to
combat the disease that has
killed over 292,000 people in
the US.

An emergency use autho-
risation (EUA) is short of a full

approval. Pfizer would have to
file a separate application for
full FDA approval for its vac-
cine. Thursday’s vote does not
mean the vaccine will be autho-
rised immediately, US media
reported.

“There is a clear benefit,
and all we have on the other
side is theoretical risks,” said
committee member Paul Offit,
a vaccine expert with the
Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia. The vaccine’s
potential benefits outweigh its
risks, he said. PTI 
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Melbourne: Australia on
Friday stopped the further
development of a Covid-19
vaccine candidate as several
participants in the early-stage
trials generated antibodies for
HIV after receiving the poten-
tial therapeutic.

There were no serious
adverse events or safety con-
cerns reported in the 216 par-
ticipants of the phase 1 trial of
the v451 COVID-19 vaccine
candidate being developed by
the University of Queensland
(UQ) in collaboration with
biotech company CSL, accord-
ing to a statement.

However, data showed that
some patients developed anti-
bodies towards fragments of a
HIV protein (gp41), which
was used to stabilise the vac-
cine, it said. PTI 
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The country’s foreign
exchange reserves surged

by USD 4.525 billion to touch
a record high of USD 579.346
billion in the week ended
December 4, the RBI data
showed.  

In the previous week ended
November 27, the reserves had
declined by USD 469 million to
USD 574.821 billion.

In the reporting week, the
increase in reserves was on
account of a rise in foreign cur-
rency assets (FCA), a major
component of the overall
reserves. 

FCA rose by USD 3.932
billion to USD 537.386 billion,
the Reserve Bank of India’s

(RBI) weekly data showed.
Expressed in dollar terms,

the foreign currency assets
include the effect of apprecia-
tion or depreciation of non-US
units like the euro, pound and
yen held in the foreign
exchange reserves.

The gold reserves
increased by USD 535 million
in the reporting week to USD
35.728 billion in the week
ended December 4, the data
showed. 

The special drawing
rights (SDRs) with the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF) rose by USD 12 million
to USD 1.506 billion. The
country’s reserve position with
the IMF increased by USD 46
million to USD 4.725 billion.
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Paddy procurement in the
ongoing kharif marketing

season at MSP has so far
increased by 22.5 per cent to
368.7 lakh tonnes, valued at Rs
69,612 crore.

In the ongoing kharif
marketing season (KMS) 2020-
21, the government continues
to procure kharif 2020-21 crops
at its MSP (minimum support
price) from farmers, an official
statement said on Friday. The
marketing season starts from
October.

Paddy procurement
for kharif 2020-21 is continu-
ing smoothly in Punjab,
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Telangana, Uttarakhand, Tamil
Nadu, Chandigarh, Jammu &
Kashmir, Kerala, Gujarat,

Andhra Pradesh, Odisha,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra
and Bihar.

The Food Corporation of
India and state agencies have
purchased 368.7 lakh tonnes of
paddy up to December 10 as
against purchase of 300.97 lakh
tonnes in the corresponding
period last year."About 39.92
lakh farmers have already been
benefited from the ongoing
KMS procurement operations
with MSP value of Rs 69,611.81
crore," the statement said.

Out of the total purchase of
368.70 lakh tonnes, Punjab
alone has contributed 202.77
lakh tonnes, which is 54.99 per
cent of total procurement. 

Procurement operations of
seed cotton (Kapas) under
MSP is going on smoothly
across various states. 

#�!�� 4A4'-(

Equity indices resumed their
climb on Friday after a

day’s pause as bank, energy and
FMCG stocks saw robust buy-
ing amid persistent foreign
fund inflows. Subdued global
markets and a flat rupee capped
the gains, analysts said.  

After touching its all-time
intra-day high of 46,309.63, the
30-share BSE Sensex dipped
into the negative zone in late-
afternoon trade. However, it
staged a comeback to end
139.13 points or 0.30% higher
at 46,099.01, just shy of its clos-
ing record.On similar lines, the
broader NSE Nifty rose 35.55
points or 0.26% to 13,513.85. It
hit a lifetime high of 13,579.35

during the session. ONGC
topped the Sensex gainers’
chart, rallying 5.68%, followed
by NTPC, Tata Steel, ITC,
ICICI Bank, Titan, Bajaj Auto
and SBI. On the other hand,
Axis Bank, M&M, Tech
Mahindra, HCL Tech, Bajaj
Finserv and Infosys were
among the laggards, skidding
up to 2.19%.  During the week,
the Sensex vaulted 1,019.46
points or 2.26%, while the
Nifty surged 255.30 points or
1.92%.  World stocks wobbled
as prospects of a no-deal Brexit
and uncertainty over US stim-
ulus talks sapped risk appetite.
"Market opened well, but in

between it lost all the gains and
turned negative, fortunately in
the last trading minutes, it
made a good attempt to bounce
back and closed marginally
above. Gains made in sectors
like energy, FMCG and metals
were countered by selling in
Pharma and IT stocks.   "This
muted momentum was due to
a weak global trend. Despite
European Central Bank
announcing an increase in the
stimulus package, European
markets fell as it was weighed
by increasing chance of a no-
deal Brexit, rising virus cases
and moderate usages of the
announced stimulus plan.
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The Government on Friday
said it has issued a draft bill

for public consultation that
aims at bringing more invest-
ment in the maritime sector.

The Ministry of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways has
circulated draft of Indian Ports
Bill 2020 for public consulta-
tion which will repeal and
replace the Indian Ports Act,
1908.  "The draft Indian Ports
Bill, 2020, seeks to, inter alia,
enable the structured growth
and sustainable development of
ports to attract investments in
the port sector for optimum
utilisation of the Indian coast-
line by effective administration
and management of ports,"
the Ministry of Ports, Shipping
and Waterways said in a state-
ment. 

New Delhi:Larsen and Toubro
(L&T) has emerged as the low-
est bidder in multiple infra-
structure projects, including
ONGC, Nuclear Power
Corporation and Chennai
Metro Rail.On the ONGC
NLRNC project, sources said
L&T Hydrocarbon Engineering
(LTHE), a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of Larsen & Toubro
Limited has emerged as the
lowest bidder for ONGC’s New
Living Quarters & Revamp at
NQ Complex Project (NLRNC
Project) after the state con-
trolled Indian oil giant opened
the financial bids submitted by
the 2 bidders.The scope
involves the engineering, pro-
curement, and construction of
a living quarters platform for
120 people which will be
required to be installed on a
separate jacket and bridge-
linked with the nearby NQO
platform. IANS
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Amazon founder and CEO
Jeff Bezos has said that his

company has become the
largest-ever corporate pur-
chaser of renewable energy
after it added 26 new wind and
solar energy projects totaling
3.4 gigawatts (GW) of elec-
tricity production capacity.

The addition of 26 new
wind and solar projects in
Australia, France, Germany,
Italy, South Africa, Sweden, the
UK, and the US brings
Amazon’s total number of
renewable energy projects to
127, the company said on
Thursday.

The company’s total
renewable energy investments
to date will supply 6.5 GW of
electricity production capacity

-- enough to power 1.7 million
US homes for one year.

That surpasses 5.5 GW of
renewable energy projects
under contract that Google
claimed to have till last year.

"With a total of 127 solar
and wind projects, Amazon is
now the biggest corporate
buyer of renewable energy
ever," Bezos said in a statement.
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“We are being very careful in
forecasting sales for 2021”,

Tae-Jin Park, Executive
Director and Chief Sales
Officer, Kia Motors says quite
honestly. One might find that
surprising as the Korean com-
pany has made a big splash in
the Indian market, their Seltos
and Sonet SUV’s and Carnival
MPV all are best-sellers. Data
released by the Society of
Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM) showed
that Kia’s sales more than dou-
bled in India to 89,010 units
between April and November
2020, despite the first few
months of the financial year
being lost thanks to the pan-

demic. Park’s cautiousness
however has some merit, “The
festive season has been good,
but we have to see how the rest
of the economy is doing before
forecasting for 2021.”

That said, Park said that
Kia is not slowing down or
postponing any plans for 2021.
“The Indian market is very
important for Kia Motors. We
believe we have changed the
expectations of Indian cus-
tomers with more happiness

and enjoyment from our prod-
ucts and we are offering Indian
motorists a new experience.”
Asked about trends for future
products, Park said that con-
sumers wanted “more connec-
tivity, more high-end features
as well as more safety from
their cars.” He also expects
market changes as more peo-
ple choose personal trans-
portation options. 

Kia Motors which is a lead-
ing sponsor of global sporting
events, Kia sponsors FIFA, the
Europa League and Australian
Open tennis and has Rafael
Nadal among their brand
ambassadors is also looking at
good opportunities for Sports
Marketing in India, Park told
The Pioneer. 

Mumbai:Diversified exchange
BSE has launched an electron-
ic spot platform for agricultural
commodities - "BSE E-
Agricultural Markets Ltd.
(BEAM)" - through its sub-
sidiary BSE Investments.
Accordingly, the platform func-
tions as a "national level, insti-
tutionalised, electronic, trans-
parent commodity spot trading
platform in line with the Prime
Minister’s vision to create a
"single market"."The platform
facilitates spot agricultural
commodities transactions
across value chain consisting of
producers, intermediaries,
ancillary services and con-
sumers. The platform will com-
mence beta operations effective
from December 11, 2020," the
exchange said in a statement.
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India’s industrial activity
accelerated in October with

a rise of over 3.5 per cent in fac-
tory output on a year-on-year
basis, official data showed on
Thursday.

As per the Quick Estimates
of Index of Industrial
Production (IIP), the factory
output grew by 3.6 per cent in
October 2020 from 0.49 per
cent in September and (-) 6.6
per cent during the corre-
sponding month of the previ-

ous year.
"For the month of October

2020, the Quick Estimates of
Index of Industrial Production
(IIP) with base 2011-12 stands
at 128.5," the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme
Implementation said.

"The Indices of Industrial
Production for the Mining,
Manufacturing and Electricity
sectors for the month of
October 2020 stand at 98, 130.7
and 162.2 respectively."

The IIP had been in the
negative territory from April to
August FY21 due to the Covid-
19 pandemic and the subse-
quent lockdown to curb its
spread.Among major seg-
ments, manufacturing pro-
duction grew by 3.5 per cent
from (-) 5.7 per cent reported
for the corresponding month of

last year.
Similarly, electricity gen-

eration grew by 11.2 per cent
from (-) 12.2 per cent during
October 2019.

However, mining output
de-grew by (-) 1.5 per cent on
a YoY basis.

Furthermore, the data on a
YoY basis showed that manu-
facturing of primary goods
de-grew by (-) 3.3 per cent,
whereas capital goods produc-
tion rose by 3.3 per cent, and
intermediate goods inched
higher by 0.8 per cent.

On the other hand, the
production of infrastructure or
construction goods grew by 7.8
per cent and consumer
durables by 17.6 per cent.

The sub-segment of con-
sumer non-durables showed a
growth of 7.5 per cent.
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The Government is cau-
tiously optimistic on the

economic front and will con-
tinue to take measures to push
growth, Economic Affairs
Secretary Tarun Bajaj said on
Friday.   Addressing Ficci’s

Annual Convention, he said
the second quarter GDP num-
ber was much better than
market expectations and it
will further improve in the sec-
ond half of the current fiscal. 

The economy contracted
by 7.5 per cent in the second
quarter, as against 23.9 per

cent degrowth in the first
quarter of this fiscal on
account of the COVID-19
pandemic. "So we are positive.
We are cautiously optimistic
on the economic front. And
we are hoping that our third
and fourth quarter will be far
better than the second quarter.

6��
����
��������,
�$��
����	����	�$�R�!���
��	
�	���
��
�"���
�,��
��,�������!
�I�#=-�5���

�:	�����������������	�
�����������

���-������������

(����.&.?2�%�2���43��
2<1�2%��B�&%3�!B4��B

��?H3&*���&�&%3;�>331�&%�&
:?.$&%��2�B.&�:��?�B&334

�B�-0-,

(��-��������	�������

7����
	��	�E�/��-��<($'�����-���	���

#�!�� 4A4'-(

The Indian rupee ended
almost flat at 73.64, up 2

paise, against the American
currency on Friday as dollar
buying by banks weighed on
the domestic currency.

At the interbank forex
market, the domestic unit
opened at 73.65 against the US
dollar and witnessed an intra-
day high of 73.56 and a low of
73.71. 

The local unit finally
closed at 73.64 against the
American currency, register-
ing a rise of 2 paise over its
previous close. On a weekly
basis, the rupee has gained 16
paise.  "The Indian rupee
ended flat this Friday as per-
sistent dollar purchases from
RBI offset gains from foreign
equity inflows into the domes-
tic markets," said Sriram Iyer,
Senior Research Analyst at
Reliance Securities.
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Gold prices declined �102
to �48,594 per 10 grams

in the national capital on
Friday, according to HDFC
Securities.

The precious metal
had closed at �48,696 per 10
grams in the previous trade.

Silver dipped marginal-
ly by �16 to �62,734 per kg,
from �62,750 per kg in the
previous trade.In the inter-
national market, both gold
and silver were trading flat at
USD 1,836 per ounce and
USD 23.92 per ounce.

"Gold prices witnessed
range-bound trading on
mixed global cues as
investors are awaiting the
US stimulus," HDFC
Securities Senior Analyst
(Commodities) Tapan Patel
said. 
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Actors Shah Rukh Khan and Anushka
Sharma starrer Rab Ne Bana Di Jodi,

directed by Aditya Chopra, was a blockbuster.
The film celebrated the individuality of a man
and a woman, hailing from different
circumstances, who end up falling in love with
each other after their sudden arranged
marriage.

It had a music album, composed by
composers Salim and Sulaiman Merchant. On
the 12th anniversary of the film, the duo

reveals how SRK made the songs timeless and
how the mukhda of a song was actually an
Aditya’s tune.

On the creative vision for the song,
Sulaiman says, “The film was well written,
conceived with exact places and spots for
songs and the brief was very simple. Raj and
Suri (both played by SRK) were to have their
own distinct identities through music. Suri
being the traditional husband and Raj, the
urban hero. The music had to be simple

melodies that even the most basic person
would be able to sing and get the feeling of
comfort and love when you hear them.”

Salim adds, “Composing music for the
film was a huge opportunity. We had worked
with Adi as a producer on Chak De India and
Aaja Nachley but working with him as a
director was special. We wanted this album to
be most memorable for us and the audience
but more importantly, I wanted the music to
work for the film.”

Speaking about the USP of the music
album, Salim says, “Even though the songs were
made for different situations in the story, they
had a common thread. They belonged to the
same world and were very reflective of the
characters. The importance of the Golden
Temple in the story and the song added quality.”

Sulaiman adds, “I think the simplicity of
the songs with traditional melodies and
production of music to have cutting edge, yet
familiar sound, was the USP.”

A lesser known fact is that the mukhda of
the song Haule Haule Ho Jayega Pyaar was
apparently Aditya’s tune. Sulaiman reveals,
“The song’s lyrics actually came from the
scene that Adi had written and it ended with
the dialogue Taani partner, haule haule ho
jayega pyaar. Adi kept humming a kind of
rough tune to these lyrics and it sounded
good, even in its rough basic form. So we
decided to develop it further with Jaideep
(Sahni). We decided to keep the melody as
simple as possible.”

Shah Rukh is considered the king of
romance and Salim says the superstar’s lip-
syncing to the songs made them even more
special. “SRK brings joy to every song. RNBJ
was special because all the songs are
chartbusters and SRK is a big reason for that.
He truly celebrates every song on screen and
makes them timeless,” he adds.

Primates are social animals. They
can be fearsome but they can be
equally emotional, thoughtful and

caring. Focussing on this group of animals,
which fascinates and captivates us more
than any other — Gavin Boyland’s
Primates is his next step in natural histo-
ry storytelling. Narrator Chris Packman
shares his anecdotes and tales between the
species. Excerpts:

��What made you say yes to the series?
I’ve known Gavin Boyland, the series

producer, for some time. He has made
some really intelligent, imaginative series
and pushing the boat out to make them as
creative as possible. He made a previous
series about big cats and I stayed in touch
with him whilst he was doing that. I loved
the series so when he told me he was doing
Primates, I was interested.

Primates, I feel, is beautifully shot.
Often, when we’re watching blue-chip
TV, we use our technology to follow those
intimate moments of animal life, which
otherwise would be inaccessible but
we’re driven principally by our interest
in the behaviour, the ecology, the phys-
iology. But here, they’ve found a collec-
tion of camera people who have shot it
so that we can immerse ourselves in the
animals’ environment with beautiful
photography as well as learning all those
new and exciting aspects of their ecolo-
gy and so forth.

The second reason was that I like to
learn new things. If I’m watching a TV pro-

gramme and I find myself already know-
ing 50-60 per cent of it, it’s boring. I don’t
want to just see new things, I want to learn
new things, and I’ve learned a lot watch-
ing this programme because the science is
up-to-date, and that’s hard work getting
up-to-date science.

Lastly, if you ask people about pri-
mates, they’ll talk about apes and monkeys.
They’ll talk particularly about gorillas,
chimpanzees, orangutans and so on — the
big flashy ‘t-shirt’ animals as I call them
— are things that people easily engage
with. I like the way the series covers the
whole breadth of the primate family.
They’ve got everything including the
lemurs, the slow loris, the bush babies, spi-
der monkeys and the gibbons to mention
a few. There’s a great breadth there that I
think will open people’s eyes to this real-

ly important group of animals which are,
as programme three tells us, critically
endangered in many cases.

��What are the most surprising stories
in the series?

There are a number of surprising sto-
ries and the first one pops up in our first
programme. I think we’ve all grown up
with the idea that male silverback gorillas
are all about being big and immensely
strong and it’s that that would give them
their fitness in their social groups. But what
we’ve learnt through new observations and
science is that male gorillas’ fitness, in
terms of how often they can reproduce suc-
cessfully, has nothing to do directly with
their size but with how they respond to the
need of their youth, effectively how cud-
dly they are. It’s fantastic!

I love it when we turn stories on their
head and we completely transpose what we
think about something into something
new. And we can do it with authority
because the science says it’s true and is
therefore trustworthy.

The other things I’ve enjoyed are the
intimacies and the subtle bits of animal
behaviour. The tool use is always interest-
ing. I suppose we empathise with the cog-
nitive abilities of these animals. A lot of the
time when we’re watching them, we realise
through their actions that they are really
really smart.

The last story that I really liked was the
one of the orangutans up the trees where
they were learning to climb, and the car-
ers were learning to climb because here you
have got two species learning at the same
time. The humans have learned that their

previous practices weren’t massively effi-
cient and now the primates are learning
through their changes. This sort of coop-
eration is fantastic.

�� Why do you think a series like
Primates is important?

I think that we can use animals we
engage with instantaneously and easily as
a medium to getting people to engage with
things which they don’t perhaps necessar-
ily have the ability for.

Gorillas, chimps and orangutans are
easy-ins. Everyone loves them and knows
that they are endangered and threatened.
We all know that they are intelligent and
humans share a lot of genes with them and
a lot of similarities in terms of our species.
Once you get people watching them, we
can take them somewhere new and that’s
what we do with the series. It’s not just
about those big ‘t-shirt’ animals but it’s
about the entire breadth of the primate
group, including some small species, that
people may not have even heard of. And
yet we can show people how important,
smart and fascinating they are.

��What do you think will be viewers’
takeaways from the series?

A deepened affection for this group of
animals, which is easy to love. I think peo-
ple need to see that they are valuable not
just because they are interesting but also
because they play important roles in the
ecosystem that we’re highly dependent
upon. It is a pretty forthright plea for peo-
ple to assist the conservation of these ani-
mals. Without that, we’ll lose a lot of them
very quickly. And when we start losing
species in masses, we’re making ourselves
vulnerable.

We are still part of the ecosystem on
planet Earth and if it collapses due to inap-
propriate human actions, unfortunately, we
will collapse too. It is in our best interest to
do that. I’m really hoping that people will
love primates even more and contribute in
some way to wildlife conservation.

��A last thought on primates in the wild
and their future...

I’d say they are a remarkable group of
animals. I’m still learning more things each
day. They are a very beautiful species,
which is so similar to us and hence, makes
it easier to engage with them.

But the big trouble from their point of
view is down to us. I think this is a series
which has to leave us with one or two ques-
tions about ourselves. We are a primate and
a part of this group of species. The way we
behave at this point in time will determine
all of our collective future.

(The series premieres on December
14 at 9 pm on Sony BBC Earth.)
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On International Mountain

Day recently, actor Amit
Sadh revealed that he has always
been a child of the rugged
heights.

The actor shared a photo-
graph on his verified Instagram
account where he is seen sitting
in front of a mountain. “I’ve
always been a child of the moun-
tains. There’s an instant connect
which is difficult to express in
words. No matter where I’m,
working or shooting, the moun-
tains keep calling me and every
time I go back to them, it’s never
enough. I can’t even explain
about the people I’ve met in the
mountains. They’re just glorious.
You’ll seldom meet people
who’re so humble, welcoming
and make you feel at home all
the time,” Amit wrote.

He added, “Whenever I
have been low and lost in life, I
go to the mountains and like a
mother puts a child in a cradle,
they replenish, renew and give
me a new purpose and I come
back stronger. It might be
#InternationalMountainDay one
day but the desire to be in the lap
of nature, to protect its pristine
environment is always deeply
ingrained in my heart. Let us all
become a child of the moun-
tains.” 

A closer look into the actor’s
Instagram account reveals
deeply that the actor is extreme-
ly fond of mountains. He had
shared a photograph from the
same mountain on October 13
this year and wrote: “Home.
Peace. In sync with thought
and action.”

Another photograph shared
on August 24 has the caption:
“The mountains are calling.
That time of the year when my
heart wishes to be in Ladakh.
Somewhere in Spiti, near Losar.”

Amit is gearing up for the
release of his forthcoming web-
series Zidd. The series casts
Amit as Major Deependra Singh
Sengar, a Special Forces Officer
who was a Kargil hero.

Directed by Vishal
Mangalorkar, the film also fea-
tures Amrita Puri and Sushant
Singh. It is slated to release on
January 22, 2021.
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Actor Ranveer Singh is the
first young star to register

a 300-crore blockbuster
Padmaavat to his credit. Inspite
of being an outsider has made
his place in the Indian cinema.
Recently, the actor marked a
decade in films as his debut
film Band Baaja Baarat cele-
brated its 10th anniversary. 

The actor has showcased
his talent through a diverse
range of genres and characters.
Be it the lovable rake Bittoo
Sharma from Band Baaja
Baarat, the intensely brooding
thief with a golden heart in
Lootera, the fiery Romeo who
takes on the world in Goliyon
Ki Rasleela Ram-Leela, the
valiant and majestic Peshwa
Bajirao in the magnum opus
Bajirao Mastani, the cool, suave
but complicated Kabir Mehta of
Dil Dhadakne Do, the eccentric
and menacing evil king
Alauddin Khilji in Padmaavat,
the corrupt cop who pledges
redemption in Simmba and
Murad, the vulnerable yet pow-
erful voice of the streets of
India in Gully Boy, Ranveer has
set himself apart with his per-
formative range. On the 10th
year of his journey, the actor
opens up about his most mem-
orable milestones, his dreams
and aspirations, the rejections
he faced for years before his
explosive debut and the legacy
that he wants to leave behind.

�December 10 marked your
10 years. Looking back, which
moments from these years
would you consider the
biggest career milestone and
why?

Well, the biggest milestone

is when I got selected for my
first film — a moment truly
unforgettable. I get goose-
bumps when I think about it
even now. To get such a big
break for somebody from my
kind of background was
beyond my wildest imagina-
tion. The stuff dreams are
made of , really. After that one
incredible twist of fate it’s been
a journey of learning, growing
and evolving as a creative per-
son, a performer and a public
figure. With every passing year
and film I have learnt some-
thing more about the craft,
more about myself and tried to
improve myself and my set of
skills. With every film and
through every character, I hope
to explore my own being a lit-
tle more. Hopefully, some-
where along the way, in the
course of becoming other peo-
ple I’ll be able to understand
myself better. Every experience
and every film has left me
enriched a little bit more so I’m
extremely grateful for every
opportunity. 

�You have faced rejections
before you landed your first
film as recounted recently by
Anurag Kashyap, Nikhil

Advani, to name a few. Tell us
about the uncertain times
and how you kept your eyes
on the prize.

My period of struggle was
not easy at all. There was reces-
sion going on at that time, the
film business was not very
prolific, people were making
fewer films. Therefore, oppor-
tunities for actors were far less
than what it is today. We did-
n’t have these web and OTT
platforms. Hence, good oppor-
tunities were hard to come by.
For three to four years, I was
just groping in the dark,
attempting various avenues,
trying to get a break, trying to
get a foot in the door, doing the
rounds of various offices with
my portfolio looking for work
and not knowing whether it
will ever happen at all. It was

very farfetched for someone in
my position to think that I’d get
a premier opportunity as a per-
former to act as a lead in
Hindi films. It was a million to
one shot but I took it. With the
love, blessings, sacrifices and
support of my amazing parents,
I mustered up the fortitude to
keep going. I was hungry and
sometimes foolish but also
very persistent. I was 21 when
I started trying and at 24 it hap-
pened for me in spectacular
fashion. Those tales are mem-
oir-worthy for sure. I almost
debuted in a side role in Patiala
House. I did some small bud-
get films that Anurag
(Kashyap) was directly/indi-
rectly affiliated with. Anurag
Sir and Nikhil Sir are probably
as astounded as I am about how
things started and how they are
going. 

�Looking back, did you ever
think you will achieve this
level of success in a decade?

Not at all. Right from the
very Friday of my debut, the
kind of things that have hap-
pened to me, the beats of my
career, it is all beyond my
wildest imagination. I could
not even dream of the things

that have happened to me,
with me and around me. I can’t
claim to have had the vision to
dream up something like this.
Maine socha tha ki kuch na
kuch ho jayega, lekin aisa hoga,
yeh kabhi nahi socha tha. They
say you should dare to dream
big but I couldn’t have dreamt
this big myself. So, if I stop to
think and take stock of how
things have transpired and
where am I today, it feels
absolutely unreal to me.

�Are you someone who
thinks too much about your
legacy? If so, what do you
want Ranveer’s legacy to be in
the history of Indian cinema?

Yes, every day I am work-
ing towards leaving behind a
legacy, a filmography that I can
be proud of. I want to make a
significant contribution to the
arts and inspire other artists,
the way my senior artists have
inspired me. We all wish to be
remembered in history. I want
to be remembered as a thor-
ough entertainer, a versatile
actor, someone whose body of
work constitutes some of the
best cinema of our country.
These are tall ambitions but I
am putting in work every sin-
gle day to hopefully have a ful-
filling run at the films and
make my country proud in my
field. If I distill my ambitions
further, I would say that I just
want to entertain people, that’s
all. I would like to alleviate the
agony of existence by offering
people some cathartic relief.
My calling is to be an entertain-
er and I believe that god is
guiding me as I fulfill my des-
tiny and answer my calling.

Mahakavi Akkitham
Achuthan Namboothiri,
Jnanpith Award-winning

poet and philosopher from Kerala
is the subject of the hard cover book
— Akkitham: A Pictorial
Autobiography by Akkitham. The
book has been culled and created
entirely from the author’s writings,
interviews and private conversations
and is a wellspring of wit, words and
worth. The text has been con-
structed and translated into English
by Bhaskaramenon Krishnakumar,
alias Atmaraman, who has been
associated with poet Akkitham
Namboothiri for over four decades.

Well, to sit and savour the
book’s verbal and visual islands of
thought, poetry and prose is akin to
a few hours of reverie through
some rivetting pages of resonance.

From scribbling on temple
walls to becoming the Nation’s
poet

To unravel the power of a pas-
sionate poet’s palette is no easy task
but the translated tomb of poet
Namboothiri’s life is a journey that
threads the tendrils of tide and time. 

One recalls artist Akkitham
Narayanan (Paris dweller), stating
that his elder brother Namboothiri
started dabbling in poetry very
early in life by scribbling on temple
walls. He studied Sanskrit, music
and astrology in school and never
finished college but became the
founding father of modernist poet-
ry in Malayalam in Kerala.
Namboothiri has  nearly four dozen
works to his credit. Among them are
anthologies of poems, stories, dra-
mas, and essays and this book
delves into his life with zest and rev-
erence. 

The narrative in this book flows
like the river Pamba. It tells the vers-

es and small stories with a remark-
able sensitivity. The English trans-
lation shows how his poems are a
spatial, immersive experience, in
which we glimpse waves of perma-
nence and impermanence. His
awards — the Jnanpith (2019),
Kendra Sahitya Akademi (1973),
Vayalar (1972), Ezhuthachan (2016)
and Kerala Sahitya Akademi (1972)
— are a legion of the power and
strength of the vernacular. They
touch the tip of the iceberg of his
intellectual integrity. In the many
stories, we sense the examples of
subjugation and release, of celebra-
tion and solitude, the fabric of fear
and freedom — that can skim the
depths of a visual narrative, at once
stretching it sideways and pulling it
together into a vortex of coherent
emotions distilled in the essence of
minimalist moods. His number of
awards tell us about his love for lit-
erature and the lexicon of lan-
guage.

Drawings by son Vasudevan
In an entwined history of pen-

manship of verse and verve, it is

Namboothiri’s son and former pro-
fessor Vasudevan Akkitham who
creates the illustrations for the book
as pen and ink vignettes. Vasudevan
creates idyllic landscapes of the
backwaters of Kerala with canoes
and coconut palms as well as lush
portraits of his father and the fem-
inine pillars in his family.

If an old lamp is a whisper of rit-
ual and the relic of the past, it is the
stealth of combining lithe strokes of
hatching, stipling and languorous
lines of depth that make a winsome
coupling. He strengthens and cor-
rects some of the finer lines with
brusquer penwork so as to recreate
the Mallapuram magic while giving
hints of a subtle state of being one
with nature like his esteemed father.
Vasudevan says he kept his reflec-
tions simple and realistic, nostalgic
in tone as he created compositions
and narratives that had lucid expres-
sionistic forms.

Expressive & emotive
Akkitham’s life story is also the

story of the Namboothiri renais-
sance, at which he was a major play-

er. Writers, social activists and
politicians abound in this book.
While Akkitham wanted the feudal
social order to go, he was also dis-
enchanted with communism and his
youthful dalliance came to an end.
The book narrates the deep philo-
sophical objections and the intense-
ly personal reasons of his disen-
chantment.

One of Akkitham’s deeply philo-
sophical poems has been illustrat-
ed by Narayanan. Several transla-
tions of Akkitham’s Malayalam
poems have been included—in part
or full. One recalls the famed lines
of one of his poems — Ninne
Konnavar Konnu Poove/ Thannude
Thanne Mokshathe (Those who
killed you, flower/ Killed their own
salvation) — as a shining example.

For Namboothiri, even the most
abstract happenings retained expres-
sive, emotive content. For him,
nature embodied an active and
deeply unfinished expression. And
in the paradoxes of life’s enigmas,
he wove peace and calm and fine-
tuned his poetic cadences into the
circle of life through the silent sliv-
ers of notations that sprang from
the penumbra of spiritual and cos-
mic realms.

“A poet of rare integrity, a cre-
ator of many works, all considered
as classics, Akkitham’s poetry
reflects unfathomable compassion,
imprints of Indian philosophical
and moral values. They are a bridge
between traditionality and moder-
nity, delves deep into human emo-
tions in a fast changing social
space,” read a statement by the
Jnanpith jury board last year.

For all those who love poetry
and the art of the written word, this
book must find a place on your
shelf, for art is long and life is short.
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Pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah headlined the open-
ing day’s play with a maiden

first-class fifty and a couple of
wickets in an impressive all-round
effort to put India in the driver’s
seat against Australia A in the pink
ball warm-up game on Friday.

With his unbeaten 55 off 57
balls, Bumrah was the top-scorer
for the visitors, who folded for a
disappointing 194 in 48.3 overs at
the Sydney Cricket Ground.

The Indians, however, came
back strongly with the ball to bun-
dle out Australia for 108 at stumps
as 20 wickets fell on a curtailed day
on which almost an hour was lost
due to heavy rain.

India’s four-pronged pace
attack did well to intimidate
Australian youngsters with short-
pitched stuff as Mohammed
Shami and Navdeep Saini got
three wickets apiece.

On a day when the recognised
batsmen struggled to put runs on
the board, Bumrah, who came into
the game with a Test batting aver-
age of 2.9, produced a stellar per-
formance with the willow, smash-
ing the ball six times to the fence
and twice over it.

The 27-year-old, known for
his wily bowling, reached his half-
century in style, hooking a bounc-
er by all-rounder Will Sutherland
for a huge six over the deep
square-leg fence.

Bumrah and fellow pacer
Mohammed Siraj stitched a valu-
able 71-run partnership for the
10th wicket before the Indian
innings ended with a semblance of
respectively.

Pleasantly surprised with his
batting heroics, Bumrah’s team-
mates got up, clapped and gave
him a guard of honour when he
walked back into the dressing
room.

Earlier, after skipper Ajinkya
Rahane opted to bat, Prithvi Shaw
(40) and Shubman Gill (43) —
both 21-year-old batsmen with
bright futures — showed enough

glimpses of why they are rated so
highly by almost everyone in the
Indian cricket fraternity.

However, the rest of the team-
mates including the seasoned
Rahane, failed to impress on the
first day of their final tune-up
before the four-match Test series

beginning December 17 with a
day-nighter in Adelaide.

The two specialist wicket-
keepers — Wriddhiman Saha (0)
and Rishabh Pant (5) — fell
cheaply with the former failing to
open his account after the likes of
Mayank Agarwal and Hanuma

Vihari were also dismissed early.
But the most distraught will be

the duo of Shaw and Gill, both get-
ting out after promising so much
with their dazzling strokes and
positive approach.

The Australians bowled out
India for a low score but they
wouldn’t be too happy with the
way their batting panned out dur-
ing the day’s play.

While Joe Burns was sent back
by a fine Bumrah delivery that
moved away just enough to take
the beleaguered opener’s edge,
what will worry them most is the
injury to Test hopeful Cameron
Green. All-rounder Green, who
had scored a hundred in the first
warm-up game, suffered a concus-
sion while bowling after a rasping
straight drive from Bumrah struck
him on the head.

Bumrah (2/33) and Shami
(3/29) bowled a terrific opening

spell and beat the outside edge of
Marcus Harris and Nic
Maddinson a number of times
before rain intervened.

On resumption, Harris hit a
boundary straightaway after he
found the gap between cover and
point.

Shami was rewarded for his
perseverance as he picked up the
wickets of Harris and Ben
McDermott, a hint swing and
seam movement aiding him.

Siraj (1/26) then had
Maddinson to leave the home
team reeling at 52 for four. Shami
made it 56 for five when he had
Sean Abbott caught behind.

Jack Wildermuth went for a
cut against Bumrah but ended up
getting an outside before Navdeep
Saini (3/19) sent back Will
Sutherland, Alex Carey and
Mitchel Swepson, coming in as
second change. 
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Australia Test hopeful all-
rounder Cameron Green suf-

fered a concussion while bowling
after a rasping straight drive from
Jasprit Bumrah struck him on the
head during the warm-up game
against India on Friday.

Bowling his second spell of the
day, the 21-year-old was unable to
react in time when Bumrah’s full
blooded drive slipped through his
palms and struck on the right side
of the head.

The all-rounder immediately
went down and non-striker
Mohammed Siraj rushed to check
on him.

After being examined for a
couple of minutes by the medical
team, the all-rounder was back on
his feet as he walked off the field
for further assessment. Batsman
Patrick Rowe was named his con-
cussion substitute.

“Cameron sustained a mild
concussion while bowling for
Australia A. This is Cameron’s first

concussion. He has returned to the
team hotel and will not play the
remaining two days of the tour
match,” Cricket Australia’s team
doctor, Pip Inge was quoted as say-
ing by ESPNCricinfo. “We will con-
tinue to monitor him and provide
an update on his condition in due
course,” Inge added.

Green is primed for a Test
debut after scoring an unbeaten
125 for Australia A in their first
practice match, which ended in a
draw  on Tuesday. 

In the second game he
returned with figures of 1/20 in the
6.1 overs, taking the crucial wick-
et of Shubman Gill.

'�������/���������������������/
������	����

������
�����	��
�����#�����,������������������������������������������������B����/������
�����	�

����#������#�����$��������������,���������"������ �������4��#4��A.������

��'���+)!� Senior India batsman
Rohit Sharma on Friday cleared
an eagerly-watched fitness test at
the National Cricket Academy in
Bengaluru and will leave for
Australia on December 14, three
days before the start of the mar-
quee Test series against the world’s
number one team. Rohit had
sustained a hamstring injury dur-
ing the IPL, which led to him
missing the white-ball leg of the
ongoing tour. He is also out of
reckoning for the first two Tests
but can now be there for the last
two games. “Rohit has cleared the
fitness Test and will soon be fly-
ing out to Australia,” a senior
BCCI official told PTI. PTI
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I’ve been surrounded with music all my
life,” says Niladri Chakravarty, frontman
of the Delhi-based band ‘The Limited

Experience’ and adds that he has actually
been listening to music since the time he
was in his mother’s womb. But even after
he came into this world, he credits his fam-
ily for ensuring that music ran in his blood
as he was introduced to a vast array from
traditional Rabindra Sangeet to funk. 

“My list of musical influences is very
large. I’ve heard music from the 1930s right
up to today’s music from a multitude of
genres all of which have inspired me and
developed my ear,” Chakravarty says. He
writes his own lyrics and composes his own
songs today as he certainly takes his role
as a frontman seriously.

He promptly starts playing some clas-
sic tracks by The Beatles on the Sonet’s
BOSE audio system. “I love the Fab Four.
Even today the music they wrote is so inspi-
rational,” he says adding, “Song writing in
the 1960’s was special.” A lot of other clas-
sic musicians continue to be an inspiration
for this 20-something. Not just acts like The
Police, Eric Clapton, Pink Floyd, John
Mayer, The Doors, Fleetwood Mac but also
more modern acts like Canadian band
Tame Impala hold his interest.

Currently the lead vocalist for Delhi-
based band, The Limited Experience,
Chakravarty has been singing for years. He
started his first band while he was still in
school at the age of 16. Yet, he has no for-
mal training, “I am a self-taught guitar and

piano player.” He began play-
ing the piano at the age of nine
and the guitar at 15. Yet, today
he finds himself teaching
young children both guitar
and vocals at a couple of
music schools in Delhi and
Gurugram. “It is amazing fun
teaching children music
because if they like it, you get
to open up their world with
amazing new sounds and you
also get to learn from them.
Being a musician is always a
learning experience,” he says.

While 2020 has been a
rather grim year for many,
musicians like Chakravarty
have been particularly hard hit
thanks to the lack of concerts
(or ‘gigs’ as they like to call
them). “That has been a bum-
mer, but I’ve been busy going
to the gym, after all one has to
stay fit, and also been improv-
ing my musical abilities. I am
really hoping that we start to
play at concerts again soon.
The experience of playing at
college concerts is really some-
thing else for an up-and-com-
ing musician but I also like
playing at small, intimate gigs
at some bars where you can

really get close to the audi-
ence.” But he, like many other
musicians, is hoping that the
news of an impending vaccine

means that The Limited
Experience and other bands
can perform in front of large
audiences soon enough.

Chakravarty may not
sound like it but he is a bundle
of energy literally bouncing
off the walls and very excited
about driving the Sonet. “This
is an amazing car,” he says
while accelerating the tur-
bocharged 120PS engine down
Gurugram’s Sunset Boulevard.
“This is a fun car to drive and
what an amazing audio this
BOSE system is. I’m in the mar-
ket for a car, and this Sonet, I
think, ticks all the boxes.
Honestly, for a vehicle in its
class, I’m simply amazed at the
features it offers. I mean venti-
lated seats? Wow!”

The class-leading BOSE
audio system, available on the
top-specification variants of
the Kia Sonet, features seven
speakers, one each on every
door, two tweeters on the A-
pillar and a subwoofer in the
boot, giving a proper sur-
round sound feeling. The
Sonet’s 10.26-inch infotain-
ment system screen is also
class leading and thanks to
multiple inputs allows drivers
and passengers to play music
from Apple CarPlay and
Android Auto as well as over

Bluetooth and directly from
the USB. If the car is station-
ary you can also play videos on
the screen.

And why wouldn’t it? The
Kia Sonet comes with a choice
of engines, unlike vehicles
from most other carmakers.
You have the Smartstream 1.2
litre petrol with 83PS as well
as the 1.0 litre turbocharged
petrol engine that Chakravarty
drove with 120PS. There is
also a diesel option, a refined
1.5 CRDi engine that produces
100PS in the manual and a
first-in-segment diesel auto-
matic variant with 115PS. Just
like Chakravarty listens to
music from a variety of genres
to improve his musical abili-
ties, the Sonet offers its cus-
tomers a host of options to
ensure that they can choose
what is best for them. 

And while 2020 has been
a difficult time for many folks,
the Kia Sonet ensures that if
you are a musician or just a
music fan, you can listen to
top-quality music through a
top-quality sound system in
India’s best-selling subcompact
Sports Utility Vehicle.  ■
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