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In a morale booster for the
agitating farmers, the

Supreme Court on Thursday
asked the Centre to consider to
put on hold the three con-
tentious farms laws and also
upheld the right of farmers to
non-violent protests.

The Centre opposed the
court’s suggestion to tem-
porarily shelve the farm laws to
enable negotiations saying agri-
culturists would then not come
forward for the talks.

The apex court, however,
said it would not be right now
to examine the validity of the
laws but would prioritise the
issue of farmers’ protest and
others’ right to move freely.

Instead of going into the
legality of the three laws, the
court indicated it wanted the
issued to be resolved through
negotiation.

It  said it is thinking of  set-
ting up an “impartial and inde-
pendent” panel of agriculture
experts and farmer unions to
resolve the impasse.

While the court upheld
the farmers’ right to stage
peaceful protests, it also said it
is of the fundamental rights of
others to move freely and in
getting essential food and other
supplies as right to protest
cannot mean blockade of the
entire city.

Advising the farmers to
hold talks with the Centre, the
court a said, “You continue the
protest. You have the right. But
you have a purpose also and

that purpose is served only if
you talk, discuss and reach a
conclusion.” 

The Bench headed by
Chief Justice SA Bobde also
said in a democracy, police and
authorities have to be given
power to prevent the protestors
from infringing the rights of
others.

The Bench said it would
pass order on constituting a
committee only after hearing
all the parties, including the
protesting farmer unions and
putting on hold the imple-
mentation of new farm laws by
the Centre would enable nego-

tiations with farmers.
However, Attorney General

KK Venugopal opposed the
suggestion and said if the
implementation of the farm
laws is put on hold then farm-
ers would not come forward for
negotiations.

The top court said it is not
asking the Centre to stay the
farm laws but only suggesting
that its implementation be put
on hold for the time being to
enable the farmers to talk with
the Government.

“We are worried about the
plight of farmers. We are also
Indian but we are worried with

the way things are going on,”
the Bench, also comprising
Justices AS Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian, said and
added “they (protesting farm-
ers) are not a mob”.

The top court said it will
pass orders for serving notices
to the protesting farmers’
unions and give them the lib-
erty to approach the vacation
Bench during the winter break.
During the hearing conducted
through video-conferencing,
the Bench observed that it
recognises the farmers’ right to
protest but this right should not
infringe the fundamental rights

of others to move freely and in
getting essential supplies.

Maintaining that in a
democracy, police and author-
ities have to be given power to
prevent the protestors from
infringing the rights of others,
the Bench said, “Who will take
guarantee that if farmers are
allowed to enter the city in such
high numbers, they will not
resort to violence?

Continued on Page 2
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As the farmers’ protest
entered the 22nd day on

Thursday, Union Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar wrote an eight-page
open letter in a bid to clear con-
fusion over the three con-
tentious agrarian laws.

Tomar urged the farmers
not to believe the “white lies”
being spread by some people
about MSP, APMCs and con-
tract farming.

In his  letter to the farmers
with six assurances that the
Centre is ready to provide,
Tomar stated that MSP, APMCs
will continue and whatever
the situation be, these laws do
not allow anyone to seize con-
trol over farmers lands.

“New farm laws will con-
stitute the foundation of new
phase of agricultural growth in
the country and it will make the
farmers more empowered and
free them of any bondages,”
Tomar said in the letter, allay-
ing their apprehensions.

The Minister reiterated
that the Government was ready
to provide a written assurance
on MSP and said State
Governments can be allowed to
levy tax on private markets out-
side the APMCs.

Tomar also stated that
States will have the right to reg-
ister agricultural deals and no
one can claim rights on farm-
ers’ lands because these laws do
not allow the transfer, sale, lease
and mortgage. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Delhi Legislative
Assembly passed a resolu-

tion against the three new
farm laws in a Special Session
held on Thursday.

While tabling the resolu-
tion in the legislative Assembly
to repeal the Centre’s three
new farm laws, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal said
he cannot betray the farmers
and the soldiers of the coun-
try, and tore up copies of the
Centre’s three new farm laws
in the Assembly.

Addressing the Assembly,
the CM also alleged that the
laws “have been made for
electoral funding of the BJP
and not the farmers”. 

“I support the resolution
tabled in the Assembly today.

I am pained that I have to do
this. I did not intend to, but I
cannot betray the farmers of
my country who have been
sleeping on the streets in the
cold…when the temperature is
just 2 degrees Celsius. This
Assembly rejects the three
laws and appeals to the Central
Government to meet the
demands of farmers,” he said.

He said the Centre should
not be under the impression
that the farmers will return to
their homes.  In 1907, a farm-
ers’ protest had continued for
nine months till the British
repealed some laws, he said.

The Government con-
vened a one-day Special
Session of the Assembly to dis-
cuss the alleged misappropri-
ation of nearly Rs 2,500 crore
in the municipal corporations.
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New Delhi: Protesting farmers,
who have been holding their
fort at the Singhu Border for
over 20 days, are keeping
monotony and boredom at bay
by adding new books to their
reading list — day after day.

For many, it is a new found
love.

T h i r t y - t w o - y e a r- o l d

Harbans Singh, for instance,
who has been camping for
past one week, said he can’t
recall the last time he picked a
book for reading.

His reasons for doing it
now: “to keep tempers down”
and “to get inspired by the
greats”.

“There are many like me

who have started reading books
during the protest only.
Currently, I am reading ‘Punjab
Tera ki Banu’ by novelist
Jaswant Singh Kanwal. I look
forward to finish this one and
read another soon,” said Singh,
who hails from Barnala district
in Punjab and has come with
his friends to protest. PTI
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Thursday lambasted the Union
Government for “forcing its
will” on the State by ordering
three senior Indian Police
Services (IPS) officers out of
Bengal.

The forced transfer order
— against the wishes of the
State Government — came
days after alleged Trinamool
Congress hooligans attacked
BJP president JP Nadda’s con-
voy injuring senior leaders like
Kailash Vijayvargiya and
Mukul Roy while they were
travelling to Diamond Harbour
in South 24 Parganas.

An infuriated Chief
Minister tweeted, “The
Government’s order of Central
deputation for the three serv-
ing IPS officers of West Bengal
despite the State’s objection is
a colourable exercise of power
and blatant misuse of emer-
gency provision of IPS Cadre
Rule 1954,” depicting the act as

“nothing but a deliberate
attempt to encroach upon
State’s jurisdiction and demor-
alise the serving officers in
West Bengal.”

She said, “This move, par-
ticularly before the elections is
against the basic tenets of the
federal structure. It’s unconsti-
tutional and completely unac-
ceptable,” vowing not to allow
“this brazen attempt by the
Centre to control the State
machinery by proxy! West
Bengal is not going to be cowed
into submission in front of
expansionist and undemocra-
tic forces.

Earlier , the Union Home
Ministry on Thursday issued a

reminder to West Bengal
Government to immediately
repatriate the three IPS officers
to Central deputation by issu-
ing posting orders to them. The
three officers — Bhalanath
Pandey, SP of Diamond
Harbour; Praveen Tripati, DIG
of Presidency Range; and
Rajeev Mishra, ADG of South
Bengal — were responsible for
the security of the BJP chief JP
Nadda, whose motorcade was
attacked by TMC workers. 

The MHA said Pandey has
been appointed an SP in the
Bureau of Police Research and
Development, Tripathi as a
DIG in the Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB) and Mishra an IG in the
ITBP.  The Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) in the reminder
letter to the West Bengal
Government and the DGP said
that they have failed to adhere
to the rules and according to
Section 6 (1) of IPS cadre rules
— “in case of any disagree-
ment, the Centre’s decision
shall prevail”. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Trinamool Congress on
Thursday suffered a twin

blow with two rebel leaders
quitting the ruling party with-
in hours of each other.

While powerful satrap
Suvendu Adhikari left his pri-
mary membership of the party
in the morning, former Asansol
Mayor and MLA Jitendra
Tiwari quit in the evening.
Both the leaders had on
Wednesday night held a secret
meeting with another rebel
leader and MP of Burdwan
West constituency Sunil
Mandal whose future course of
action has not been known as
yet.

Adhikari — once the prime
spearhead of Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee’s Nandigram
movement that catapulted her
to power — and Tiwari are like-
ly to join the BJP in presence
of Home Minister Amit Shah
who will hold a rally at
Midnapore on December 19,

sources close to them said.
While Shah would come to

Bengal in a two-day organisa-
tional trip, his party leaders
Gajendra Shekhawat, Sanjeev
Balyan, Prahlad Patel, Arjun
Munda, Mansukh Mandaviya,
UP Deputy Chief Minister KP
Maurya and Madhya Pradesh
Minister Narottam Mishra
would visit the State after he
had left.

While Adhikari would not
issue any political statement
since Wednesday noon when
he quit as the party MLA —
nearly a month after quitting
his ministerial portfolios —

Tiwari went all out against the
party leadership saying he was
not allowed to function prop-
erly as the Mayor of Asansol —
the second largest city of
Bengal — by the leadership sit-
ting in Kolkata. With elections
overdue in most of the State’s
municipal boards Tiwari had
been functioning as the
Administrator of AMC.

Tiwari who had earlier
offered to continue as a com-
mon party man later left the
party alleging an attack on his
office at Pandaweshwar near
Asansol. “I had resigned as the
Administrator of AMC and
also as the District TMC pres-
ident but had not given up the
primary membership of the
party … but when some peo-
ple vandalised and occupied
my party office at the instance
of the leaders sitting in Kolkata
I had no other way but to quit
the party too,” he said appeal-
ing to the State administration
for police protection.

Continued on Page 2
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With the objective of giving
a boost to the local

defence industry, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on
Thursday cleared procurement
proposals worth over �28,000
crore. The items include air-
borne radars, offshore patrol
vessels and modular bridges. 

The deals were given the
go-ahead in the Defence
Acquisition Council (DAC)
chaired by the Defence
Minister. The armed force will
have to procure items worth
over �27,00 crore of the total
amount from the Indian indus-
try, officials said here.

They said the apex body,
responsible for giving the nod
for the deals, approved capital
acquisition proposals of various
weapons, platforms, equipment
and systems required by the

Indian Army, the Indian Navy
and the Indian Air Force at an
approximate overall cost of
�28,000 crore.

The major procurements
include the Defence Research
and Development Organisation
Organisation (DRDO)
designed and developed
Airborne Early Warning &
Control (AEW&C) Systems
for the IAF, next generation off-
shore patrol vessels for the
Indian Navy and modular
bridges for the Indian Army.

The IAF plans to induct at
least six AEWC systems. They
will be mounted on planes
acquired from Air India.
Expected to cost more than Rs
10,000 crores, these modified
planes will enable the IAF to
look deep into Pakistan and
China while flying in its own
airspace. 

Continued on Page 2
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The Border Security Force
(BSF) on Thursday gunned

down two armed Pakistani ter-
rorists along the India-Pakistan
International Border in
Amritsar, Punjab.

“On 17.12.20 at about 0220
hrs, alert troops of BOP
(Border Out Post) Rajatal, 71
Bn BSF, Amritsar detected sus-
picious movement ahead of the
fence within Indian territory. In
the ensuing firing, BSF troops
shot dead two armed Pak
intruders,” the BSF said in a
statement.

The paramilitary recov-
ered one AK 56 Rifle, two mag-
azines, 61 live rounds, one
Magnum rifle (caliber 223 bore
semi automatic), one magazine,
29 rounds of ammunition, one
pistol (Olampia,caliber-30
Bore, Mark Norinco), two
magazines and 30 Pak curren-
cy, two PVC pipes of approxi-
mately 10 feet each, it further
said.

The terrorists were neu-

tralised along the frontier in
Amritsar and more details are
awaited as dense fog in the area
has hit combing operations,
sources said.

With ramped up anti-ter-
ror grid along the Line of
Control and the IB in Jammu
& Kashmir, the Pakistan Army
and its terror affiliates have
over the past months taken
recourse to infiltrating terror-
ists through the IB in Punjab.
In addition to this, the
Pakistani Army terror group
syndicate has also sought to
smuggle arms and ammunition
and drugs through drones into
the Indian territory.
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India may need to spend
USD1.8 billion on Covid-19

vaccines in first phase of a coro-
navirus vaccination pro-
gramme, even after getting

support under the Covax glob-
al vaccine-sharing scheme,
according to estimates by the
GAVI vaccines alliance.

India’s Covid-19 caseload is
close to cross 1 crore mark with
99.51 lakh cases reported on

Thursday, the world’s second
highest caseload of coronavirus
after the United States. 

India plans to inoculate
300 million people over the
next six to eight months.

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday said it is “not sat-

isfied” with the work done by
the Commission for Air
Quality Management (CAQM)
in the Delhi-NCR and adjoin-
ing areas, which has been con-
stituted by the Centre to tack-
le air pollution.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice SA Bobde said that
even people in Delhi are not
satisfied with the work done by
the Commission on the issue of
pollution. “We don’t know
what your commission is
doing. People in Delhi are not
satisfied with your work. We
are also not satisfied,” said the
bench, also comprising Justices
AS Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the
Centre, said the Commission is
working on “war footing”

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday refused to inter-

fere with the Allahabad High
Court verdict which had
quashed the detention of Dr
Kafeel Khan under the
National Security Act (NSA)
and ordered his immediate
release, saying it is “a good
judgment”.

“We will not interfere in
the judgment. However, the
observation will not impact any
other proceedings,” said the
bench comprising Chief Justice
SA Bobde and justices AS
Bopanna and V
Ramasubramanian.

The SC was hearing the UP
Government’s plea challenging
the HC’s September 1 verdict.
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, appearing for the state,
told the bench that observation
made by the HC exonerates
Khan of criminal proceedings. 

Continued on Page 2
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The farmers have stayed put
at the Ghazipur border

(UP Gate) on the 22nd day of
their protest against the new
farm laws. On Thursday, 17
khap panchayat members came
to Ghazipur border and
extended their support to
farmers.

Rakesh Tikait, national
president and spokesperson of
the Bharatiya Kisan Union said
that if the Government adopts
some flexibility then the farm-
ers are also ready to initiate
talks. “Only then a decision can
be made between the govern-
ment and the farmer, but the
government will not run arbi-
trarily,” he said.

In the context of the
remarks made by the Supreme
Court, the farmer leaders said
that they have not closed any
road. “The Delhi Police itself
has stopped the farmers from

going towards Jantar Mantar.
Farmers are sitting where he
was stopped. Their intention is
not to affect the movement of
the common man. They are
protesting under democratic
rights to fulfill their demands”
said Tikait

The members of khap pan-
chayats including Balian Khap,
Tomar Khap Malik Khap, Jat
Khap, Chahan Khap and
Khandelwal Khap have extend-
ed their support to the farmers.

Tikait said that the farmers
will continue their protest till
the government repeal these
farm laws. “Farmers are ready
to talk to the government, if the
government is ready. This
movement will continue till the
government withdraws all
three laws,” said Tikait.
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Delhi Congress president
Anil Kumar and senior

leader Jai Kishan on Thursday
issued a joint statement and
criticised Arvind Kejriwal for
making false sympathy over
farmers’ protests, saying that
AAP leaders are not pro farm-
ers. “Till a few days ago, they
were blaming farmers of
Punjab and Haryana for stub-
ble burning that led to pollu-
tion in the national capital.
AAP leaders have demanded to
book farmers for stubble burn-
ing. Now they are started sym-
pathize with the farmers’
protests,” Jai Kishan said in a
press statement issued by the
Delhi Congress. 

He questioned why the
Delhi government notified the
farm law if they were against
the law. “Kejriwal ji, if you real-
ly are farmers friendly and
want the welfare of farmers
then tell me why you support-
ed this anti-farmer black bill of
Modi government in your
assembly on 23 November,” Jai
Kishan said.
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The agitation against the
Centre's new farm laws

entered fourth weeks with
thousands of farmers camping
at border points of Delhi
adamant on their demands for
the repeal of the tree farm laws.
There was disruption of traffic
movement on key routes in the
national capital on Thursday,
the 22nd day of the farmers'
protest to demand for the
repeal of the three new agri
marketing laws.

Another group of farmers
reached Noida’s Chilla border
on Thursday and attempted to
move to Delhi to join the big-
ger stir against the new central
farm laws but were prohibited
by police deployed in a large
number.

Scores of members of the
Bharatiya Kisan Union
(Ambavat) faction were
stopped near Mahamaya fly-
over on the Noida-Delhi Link
Road, with the development
obstructing traffic movement
on the key route.

Meanwhile, the Delhi High
Court on Thursday declined to
entertain a plea seeking aid,
security and treatment of the
farmers protesting on the bor-
ders of the national capital.

On Wednesday, the apex
court observed that the
Centre's talks with the protest-
ing farmers have not worked
apparently and were bound to
fail, and said it will form a com-
mittee having representatives of
both the sides, but the agitat-
ing leaders dismissed it as no
solution.

On Thursday, the Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
also tore a copy of farm laws
during the special Assembly
session and appealed to the
Central government that it
should take back farm laws.

Farmers camping at
Singhu, Tikri and Ghazipur
border points have led to clo-
sure of several routes in Delhi
and due to ongoing protest at
National Capital’s borders,
there was disruption of traffic
movement on key routes
prompting Delhi Traffic Police

to tweet about closed and its
alternate routes.

According to Delhi Traffic
Police, Singhu, Auchandi,Piau
Maniyari, Sabholi and Mangesh
borders are closed.
“Commuters have been advised
to take alternate routes via
Lampur, Safiabad and Singhu
school toll tax borders, while
traffic has been diverted from
Mukarba and GTK road. The
Outer Ring Road, GTK road
andNH-44 should be avoided,”
said police.

“Available Open Borders to

Haryana are following Borders.
Jharoda (Only Single
Carriageway/Road), Daurala,
Kapashera, Badusarai,Rajokri
NH 8, Bijwasan/Bajghera,
Palam Vihar and Dundahera
Borders,” Delhi Traffic Police
tweeted.

“Gazipur border also
remains closed for traffic com-
ing from Ghaziabad to Delhi.
Commuters have been advised
to take alternate routes via
Anand Vihar, DND, Chilla,
Apsara and Bhopra borders,” it
tweeted.  
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From Page 1
“Court cannot guarantee

this. Court does not have the
wherewithal to prevent any
such violence. It has to be the
police and other authorities
who will protect the right of
others,” the bench said, adding
that

right to protest cannot
mean blockade of the entire
city. It said that even police and
authorities should not incite the
protesting farmers to indulge in
any kind of violence.

The court referred to the
1988 Boat Club protest by
farmers in Delhi and said the
farmers’ organisations had then
brought the entire city to a
stand-still.

The top court told
Bharatiya Kisan Union (Bhanu)
group, which was the only
farmer organisation represent-
ed before the court today
through lawyer A P Singh,
that they cannot keep on
protesting without talking to
the Government.

“You cannot sit in protest
for years and years and don’t
talk to the Government. We
have already said that we recog-
nise your right to protest but
the protest has to have some
motive. You need to talk to the
Government,” the Bench said.

During the hearing, the
Bench said it would set up the
committee which may include
experts like P Sainath and rep-
resentatives of the Government

and farmers’ bodies to look for
the resolution of the deadlock
over the statutes.  

“We acknowledge the right
of farmers to protest but it has
to be non-violent,” it said.

The top court said the pur-
pose of staging protest can be
achieved if the farmers and the
government will hold talks
and “we wish to facilitate that”.

“We will not decide the
validity of law today. The only
thing which we will decide is
the issue of protest and the
right to move freely,” the Bench
made clear at the outset of the
hearing which is still going on.

It is hearing a clutch of
petitions seeking removal of
farmers protesting at several
roads along Delhi’s borders.  

The apex court had on
Wednesday indicated that it
may form a committee having
representatives of the
Government and farmer
unions across the country to
resolve the deadlock over farm-
ers protesting at several roads
near Delhi borders against the
three new farm laws, saying “it
may become a national issue”.

The top court had told the
Centre that, “Your negotia-
tions have not worked appar-
ently.” Multiple pleas have been
filed in the top court seeking a
direction to the authorities to
immediately remove the farm-
ers, saying commuters are fac-
ing hardships due to the road
blockades and the gatherings
might lead to an increase in the
number of Covid-19 cases.

From Page 1
“Contractors will not be

allowed to make any changes
on farmers’ lands and contrac-
tors will not be permitted any
loan to make any develop-
ments of farmers’ lands,” the
letter stated.

“Some farmer groups have
spread rumours and misin-
formation. It is my job to dis-
pel them come from a farming
family. Those sitting on railway
tracks who stopped rations
reaching our soldiers protect-
ing our borders, can’t be farm-
ers,” the letter stated.  He said
farmers from several States
have hailed the farm reforms
and new laws while some
unions misleading the farmers
over the laws.

Tomar claimed most of
the farmers are happy with the
farm bills but some confusion
has been created by a certain
section as part of a conspiracy
to create tensions based on
falsehood. “I belong to a
farmer’s family and since child-
hood, I have experienced the
tough life of farmers. It is very
satisfactory that after imple-
mentation of the law, MSP
procurement has set a new
record this time,” Tomar went
on to add.

He also pointed out that to
ensure better infrastructure for
the benefit of farmers, the
Centre has created an

“Agricultural Infrastructure
Fund” of Rs 1 lakh crore. 

Repeating the Centre’s
attack on the Congress’
hypocrisy over the farm laws,
Tomar has mentioned that the
previous Governments were
also a proponent of the reforms
announced in the agriculture
sector. Besides letter, the
Government has also issued an
e-booklet highlighting the suc-
cess stories of farmers who
have benefited from contract
farming after enactment of
these legislations. In the 100-
page e-booklet “Putting
Farmers First”, the Government
said it has made clear the
“truth” about the farm reforms
and has mentioned “what will
happen” and “what will not
happen” for farmers.

Highlighting briefly the
success stories of farmers who
have benefitted from the new
laws, the Government said,
“There are many success stories
already for such market access
across various States.”

“1,300 farmers in the
Aligarh district of Uttar
Pradesh recently entered into
an agreement with Fortune
Rice to produce export quali-
ty paddy and are earning 15-20
per cent higher income,” it
said. 2,500 potato farmers
across north Gujarat are earn-
ing nearly Rs 40,000 more per
acre under agreement with
potato processing company
HyFun Foods, it said. 

From Page 1
The ultra modern radars

will enable the Services to have
latest and real time information
about any hostile movement.
The radars will have the 360
degrees capability for surveil-
lance. 

At present, the IAF has four
Israeli manufactured Phalcon
AWACS. The electronic sys-
tems of these AWACS are fit-
ted on Russian made IL-76
planes. These airborne radars
can remain in the air for more
than 10 hours and pick up any
movement in Pakistan up to a
distance of more than 400 km.

The Defence Ministry in a
tweet also said out of the total
amount Rs 25,000 crore were
approved under the indige-
nous design and development.

Officials also said this was
the first meeting of the DAC
under the new regime of
Defence Acquisition Procedure
2020 and these are the first set
of Acceptance of Necessity
(AoNs) accorded with major-
ity AoNs being accorded in the
highest categorisation of Buy
Indian (IDDM). Six of seven
proposals, that is, Rs 27,000
crore out of Rs 28,000 crore for
which AoNs were granted will
be sourced from the Indian
industry to give a boost to the
“Make in India” and
“Atmanirbhar Bharat” initia-
tives. The latest decision to go
in for Indian products comes
months after the Defence
Ministry listed nearly 100 items
which will now be manufac-
tured by the local industry.
Earlier, the forces were import-
ing these items.

From Page 1
“As I have quit all my posts

and the party an attack was
mounted on my office, there
can be future attack on my fol-
lowers too. I apprehend threat
to my life and so have asked for
police protection,” he said.

Referring to the two lead-
ers’ quitting the party Bengal
BJP president Dilip Ghosh
said, “This is the beginning of
the end of the Trinamool
Congress and one would see
more people leaving the party
in the coming days.” On
Adhikari and Tiwari’s joining
the saffron outfit he said, “They

are welcome in the BJP if they
want because they are able
leaders and our party will
accord them adequate respect.”

Meanwhile, Adhikari had
written to Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar seeking protection
and alleging that he and his
supporters were facing threat,
sources close to him said
adding the Governor had for-
warded that letter to Chief
Minister recommending
action. Elsewhere the BJP
Government had prepared a
list of 25 leaders --- who were
likely to quit the Trinamool
Congress --- for providing
them Y-plus, Y and X catego-
ry security, sources said.

From Page 1
The MHA had earlier

asked the West Bengal
Government to immediately
release the three IPS officers for
Central deputation.

The three IPS officers
include IFP, South Rajeev
Kumar, DIG Presidency Range
Praveen Tripathy and SP South
24 Parganas Bholanath Pandey.
The officers have been deput-
ed on ITBP and SSB duties,
sources said.

Soon after the attack took
place on December 10, the stat-
ed officers were asked to report
for Central deputation. But
when the State Government
refused to release them the
Centre used its special powers
to seek them back.

The Centre had sum-
moned Bengal’s Chief Secretary
and the Director General of
Police (DGP) reportedly to
explain the law and order sit-
uation in the State. The duo,
however, would not respond to
the Central order saying the
attack was being investigated.

Incidentally Bengal
Governor Jagdeep Dhankhar
had prepared a lengthy list of
“partisan” bureaucrats and had
sent their names to the Centre,
sources said.

From Page 1
The vaccines to be used are

AstraZeneca, Russia’s Sputnik,
Zydus Cadila and Bharat
Biotech.

At least 600 million shots
will be required in the first
phase alone for critical work-
ers and people most at risk
from Covid-19, a list of whom
has already been prepared, as
per the plan submitted by India
at the international forum.

If India got 190-250 million
shots of the vaccine under the
Covax facility - a best case sce-
nario - then the Government
would need to line up about
$1.4 billion to make up for the
shortfall, according to a news

agency which quoted an
unpublished report 
prepared for GAVI’s three-day
board meeting that began on
Tuesday.

On the other hand, if India
received a lower allocation of
95-125 million doses, then the
cost to the government of
procuring additional shots
would go up to USD1.8 billion.

By comparison, India’s
2020-21 Union Budget allo-
cated just under $10 billion to
healthcare. The Covax plan, co-
led by the World Health
Organization and GAVI, aims
to provide poor and middle-
income countries with diag-
nostic tests, drugs and vaccines
through a fund known as the
Access to Covid-19 Tools
(ACT) Accelerator, set up last

April.
GAVI, an alliance of

Governments, drug compa-
nies, charities and internation-
al organisations, said it was in
discussions with the
Government over a support
package.

“Providing a low range of
support would exacerbate the
country’s ability to allocate
enough resources to mitigate
the risks of continued trans-
mission of Covid-19,” the
GAVI report said.

The GAVI report identified

India’s economic burden due to
the pandemic as “dispropor-
tionate” and suggested a donor-
funded plan of USD1.3 billion
to secure 190-250 million
doses. The plan needs to be
approved by the GAVI alliance
board.

From Page 1
“Criminal cases will be

decided on their own merits,”
the bench observed.

Khan had hit the headlines
after the 2017 tragedy at
Gorakhpur’s Baba Raghav Das
(BRD) Medical College, in
which several children died due
to a lack of oxygen cylinders. 

Initially, he was hailed as a
saviour for arranging emer-
gency oxygen cylinders but
later faced action along with
nine other doctors and staff
members of the hospital, all of
whom were released on bail
later. A State Government
probe cleared Khan of all major
charges, prompting him to
seek an apology from the State.
Khan had alleged that an insti-
tutional failure had led to the
deaths of the children.

In its September 1 verdict,
the high court had quashed
khan’s detention under the
NSA and ordered his immedi-

ate release, saying his speech at
the Aligarh Muslim University
(AMU) during the anti-
Citizenship  (Amendment) Act
(CAA) protests didn’t promote
hatred or violence and gave a
call for national integrity.

The high court had said
that the Aligarh district mag-
istrate, who had passed the
order for Khan’s detention, did
a “selective reading” of his
speech, “ignoring its true
intent”.

The high court had allowed
the petition filed by Khan’s
mother, Nuzhat Parveen, and
said the detention order by the
district magistrate was illegal. 

Quashing Khan’s deten-
tion order, the high court had
said, “A complete reading of the
speech prima facie does not
disclose any effort to promote
hatred or violence. It also no
where threatens peace and
tranquility of the city of
Aligarh. The address gives a call
for national integrity and unity
among the citizens. The speech

also deprecates any kind of vio-
lence.”

“In absence of any mater-
ial indicating that the detainee
continued to act in a manner
prejudicial to public order from
December 12, 2019 up to
February 13, 2020, or that he
committed any such other or
further act as may have had
that effect, the preventive
detention order cannot be sus-
tained,” it had said.

Under the NSA, a person
can be detained without a
charge for up to 12 months if
authorities are satisfied that he
or she is a threat to national
security or law and order.

The Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment had extended Khan’s
detention under the NSA by
three months twice -- in May
and August.

In an order dated August 4,
the Home Department had
said the NSA was invoked
against Khan on February 13,
2020, on the orders of Aligarh
district magistrate. PTI 
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From Page 1
Additional Solicitor

General Aishwarya Bhati, also
appearing for the Centre,
apprised the bench that they
have already filed a compre-
hensive affidavit as directed by
the court earlier. 

The apex court said it

would hear in second week of
January the petition filed by
Aditya Dubey who has raised
the issue of pollution caused
due to stubble burning in
neighbouring states of Delhi.

The top court had on
Monday asked the Centre to
apprise it about the steps taken
so far by the Commission to
tackle the problem of air pol-
lution.

The Centre had informed
the bench that the govern-
ment was readying a compre-
hensive affidavit which would
be filed in the apex court in the
matter.

On November 6, the apex
court had asked the Centre to
ensure there is no smog in
Delhi as it was informed that
the Commission has started
functioning from that day.
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As China is forging closer
ties with countries neigh-

bouring India, Chief of Defence
Staff(CDS)General Bipin Rawat
has advised Nepal to be cau-
tious while inking interna-
tional pacts. He, however, did
not name China.

Asserting that ties between
India and Nepal are as deep as
the Indian Ocean and strong as
the Himalayas, Rawat said
India’s goodwill towards its
neighbour comes with no
strings attached.

“...the canvas and spread of
cooperation, friendship and
people to people contact
between India and Nepal are
deep and extensive. But in the
present age, Nepal is also open-
ing to other nations including
China based on its independent
foreign policy,” said Rawat at
the second annual dialogue
with the Nepal Institute for
International Cooperation and

Engagement (NIICE) during
the virtual meeting.

He said “India’s goodwill
comes with no strings attached.
Nepal is free to act indepen-
dently in international affairs
but must be vigilant and learn
from Sri Lanka and other
nations which have also signed
agreements with other coun-
tries in the region.”

Rawat also called for the
need to bolster the existing
relationship further for the
peace and prosperity for both
countries who are already
“inseparable in every way.”

Incidentally, his observa-
tions come in the backdrop of
recent souring of relations
between India and Nepal after
the inauguration of a road to

Mansarovar in Uttrakhand. It
led to mass protests in the
Himalayan nation.

In an effort to assuage the
sentiments, several diplomat-
ic visits later took place and
Army Chief General M M
Naravane also visited
Kathmandu last month.

Meanwhile, Rawat also
said India’s economic relations
with Nepal are quite unique
although much more could be
done. In 2019-2020 economic
assistance has crossed �12 bil-
lion for development in the
various sector of the economy
such as agriculture, water
resources, energy, infrastruc-
ture and the list can go on and
on, he said.

India accounts for over 30
per cent of the Foreign Direct
Investment(FDI) in Nepal and
over 150 Indian ventures are
also operating in Nepal, in var-
ious fields, he said.

Noting that the balance of
trade is in India’s favour as
Nepal has to import several
essential items from India,
Rawat said the Indian indus-
tries are working there in
banking, insurance, telecom,
power sector and tourism
industry.
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Asserting that standing com-
mittee meeting “is not a

protest site,” Union Minister
Prakash Javadekar on Thursday
lashed out at Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi for walking out
of the Parliamentary standing
committee discussion on
defence.

Rahul has complained to the
Speaker Om Birla’s that he was
not allowed to speak in the
meeting of standing committee
on Defence on Wednesday.

BJP has hit-out at the
Congress leader for his conduct. 

“Rahul Gandhi attended 2
of 14 meetings of Parliamentary
standing committee on defence
in the last year and a half. He’s
himself absent and the blames
government and all procedures
and walks out of meeting in
protest. Standing committee
isn’t a protest site,” said Javadekar
, a day after Gandhi walked out
of the committee’s meet.

“Being absent, not dis-
cussing their desired agenda of
discussion and then making
insinuations of non-discussion

of important issues is an insult
to all parliamentary procedures
and constitutional institutions.
We condemn this attitude,”
Javadekar further said.

On Wednesday, Rahul along
with his colleagues, walked out
of the meet after not being
allowed to speak during a dis-
cussion on the armed forces’
uniforms and ranks. The former
Congress president reportedly
said during the meet that such
matters were best left for the
forces themselves to discuss and
suggested that the panel focus on
“more substantive issues.” On
this, people said, Gandhi was
told by the committee head
and BJP MP, Jual Oram, to
stick to the agenda of the day,
which was “an introduction to
the rank, structure of the defence
forces including their uniforms,
stars and badges, and review of
working of cantonment boards.”

Congress has been hitting
out at the Government for
allegedly not equipping armed
forces  following the stand-off
with China at the Line of Actual
Control on the eastern Ladakh
borders.
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The Indian liquor manufac-
turers Association has

urged Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar to gradually
withdraw prohibition in the
State claiming that it has not
only increased smuggling and
sale of illicit liquor but has also
caused major financial losses to
the State exchequer.

It said that the prohibition
has also adversely impacted
potential investments, and job
creation opportunities.

In its representation to the
Chief Minister and leaders of
NDA constituent parties, the
Confederation of Indian
Alcoholic Beverage Companies
(CIABC) has sought immedi-
ate withdrawal of prohibition
which has led to creation of
liquor mafia, and has caused
major damage to state’s econ-
omy.

In its letter, which has also
been addressed to the Deputy
Chief Minister, NDA allies
Jitan Ram Manjhi and Mukesh
Sahani, the CIABC has stated
that an organised liquor cartel
has come up in the state which
was selling liquor at 400% pre-
mium.

“While people are forced to
pay exorbitant prices for
procuring liquor illegally, the
government revenues are
severely hit by the illegal sale.
Revenue from liquor sale used
to be a major source of revenue
for the state exchequer. The
state government is missing
out on an annual revenue of
�7,000-8000 crore, while the
state is moving towards debt
crisis due to major loss of rev-
enue” said CIABC Director
General Vinod Giri.

Giri said the need of the
hour is that Bihar government
should review its prohibition
policy. “The State Government
needs to gradually end prohi-
bition and go for controlled and
channelised opening of liquor
trade in the state. We have sug-

gested that liquor sale should be
allowed only in urban areas to
begin with, and the government
should fix a minimum price so
that cheap liquor which is more
harmful is not sold in the mar-
ket. The government should
also strictly tackle drinking in
public places as is being done in
states like Delhi,” he added.

“We have also suggested
that the Government should
put a women welfare tax on
liquor and additional money
generated from it should be
used for women empower-
ment. We have asked the gov-
ernment to make it mandato-
ry for liquor producers that
their workforce in factories
should comprise 50% women
for which the industry is ready
to cooperate,” Giri said.

��/���	�����������	��&��	%�����
��	
���	�����������	&�����

�

�&��� -�+�1�203

In a bid to encourage yoga,
spread awareness about its

benefits and to help improve
physical and mental wellbeing
of the people, the Government
on Thursday formally recog-
nised yogasana as a competi-
tive sport, which will enable
the ancient practice to avail
Government funding.

Sports Minister Kiren
Rijiju and Minister of AYUSH
(Ayurveda Yoga and
Naturopathy Unani Sidda
Homoeopathy) Shripad Yesso
Naik formally promoted
yogasana as a competitive
sport during an event here.

“Yogasana has been a com-
petitive sport for a long time.
But it has to be recognised by
the Government of India so
that it becomes an official and
recognised competitive sport,”
Rijiju said.

“Today is a big day, we are
launching it formally as a com-
petitive sport and I am sure it
will go a long way,” he added.

An International Yogasana
Sports Federation was formed
under the presidentship of
yoga guru Baba Ramdev with
DR HR Nagendra as secretary
general in November last year.

It was recognised by the
sports ministry as a National
Sports Federation (NSF) last
month.

Rijiju said the sports min-
istry will start by providing

financial support to the NYSFI
so that the federation can chart
out its plan for the coming
year. “Till now it wasn’t recog-
nised but now that it has come
under us, the Sports Ministry
will start by providing the
NYSF with financial support to
make their annual training
and calender.” The Sports
Minister also said yogasana
will be inducted in future
Khelo India Games pro-
gramme.

“It’s popularity will not
doubt increase in India and we
will include it in the Khelo
India School and University
Games,” Rijiju said.

For competitions, 51
medals have been proposed in
four events and seven cate-
gories in the sport.

Events proposed include
traditional yogasana, artistic
yogasana (single and pair) ,
rhythmic yogasana (pair, free
flow/group yogasana), indi-
vidual all round-champi-
onship and team champi-
onship.

A pilot championship—
National Individual Yogasana
Sport Championship—has
also been proposed to be
organised in February next
year, followed by district, State,
national and World
Championships.

The two ministries have
also developed an automated
scoring system for competi-
tions.
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Union Minister of State for
Home G Kishan Reddy on

Thursday said as Indian awaits
the launch of Covid vaccination
drive, the Government and
health agencies will take help of
90 lakh private security guards
across India in the roll out of
massive vaccination drive.

“Private security industry
will have a big role to play in the
distribution of Coronavirus vac-
cine as it will be a big task for the
government, police or officials to
distribute and administer vac-
cine to 130 crore people across
the country. With such a large
workforce only security guards
can ensure wider and faster
distribution of vaccine and
ensure that every household is
covered in the vaccination pro-
gramme,” Reddy said while
addressing the Annual
Leadership Summit of the
Central Association of Private
Security Industry (CAPSI) in the
national Capital.

Reddy praised the private
security industry for its yeoman
service during the Corona pan-

demic prompting the govern-
ment to cover the industry
under the “essential services”.
“Private security guards were
everywhere – in hospitals, banks,
markets, institutions – and they
worked as frontline warriors in
the time of Corona pandemic.
We consider the private securi-
ty industry as an integral part of
India’s security paraphernalia
and Home Ministry has been
taking various steps to promote
and strengthen it,” he said. 

He also ensured that the
Home Ministry will take up
with the Union Finance
Ministry for relaxation in the
GST regime for the private
security industry. He said the
Government was committed
to make the private security
industry meet global standards
and promote ease of doing
business in the industry.

Speaking at the event, Vivek
Bhardwaj, Additional Secretary
in the MHA, said the Home
Ministry would write to the
Union Health and Family
Welfare Ministry to include
private guards in the frontline
workers list so that they could
also be inoculated in the first
phase of the vaccination pro-
gramme.

CAPSI Chairman Kunwar
Vikram Singh said CAPSI has
entered into tie ups and agree-
ments with various global agen-
cies to improve employability of
private security guards globally.
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The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has reg-

istered two separate cases relat-
ing to bank fraud of about
�452.62 crore (approx) and
about �72.55 crore and con-
ducted searches at nine places
at premises of the accused in
Gujarat and Mumbai in both
the cases.

The first case was regis-
tered on a complaint from
State Bank of India against a
private f irm based at
Ahmedabad, Gujarat and oth-
ers including its Directors
and unknown public servants
besides unknown others on
the allegations of cheating
the consortium of banks
including State Bank of India
to the tune of �452.62 crore
(approximately) during the
period 2013 to 2017.

“It was alleged that, dur-
ing the period 2013 to 2017,
the accused entered into a
criminal conspiracy to
defraud / cheat the consor-
tium of banks comprising of
State Bank of India, Bank of
India, Bank of Baroda, Central
Bank of India,  Bank of
Maharashtra, Punjab National
Bank and Vijaya Bank in the
matter of various credit facil-
ities extended by them. In
pursuance of the said con-
spiracy, the accused manipu-
lated/falsified the books of
accounts and
diverted/siphoned off the
funds of the banks, and there-
by cheated the consortium of
banks to the tune of �452.62
crore (approx), “ the CBI said
in a statement.

Searches were conducted
today at four places including
official and residential premis-
es of private
company/Directors at
Ahmedabad which led to
recovery of incriminating doc-
uments/articles, it said.
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In order to make the global
Covid-19 vaccination pro-

gramme successful, the avail-
able jab must be able to achieve
three goals — prevent infection
becoming established in an
individual; prevent disease pro-
gression; and prevent onward
transmission.

“Whether all three of these
goals will be met by ‘first gen-
eration’ vaccines is not known,
but it is vital to the long-term
success of the programme,”  a
group of researchers said in
their study published in the
journal Anaesthesia.

“Preventing onward trans-
mission — referred to as ‘ster-
ilising immunity’ is particularly
important as it is epidemic
modifying,” said the UK’s influ-
ential Scientific Advisory
Group for Emergencies
(SAGE) committee.

“It is possible that the first
vaccines, including those being
released now, maybe more
effective in preventing disease
progression and hospitalisa-
tion and less effective in pre-
venting transmission,”
explained study senior author
Jeremy Farrar from SAGE.

“Knowledge of their per-
formance in pre-approval tri-
als and in surveillance trials
after licensure will enable fur-
ther modifications such that
improved second and third-
generation vaccines may be
available later in 2021 and
beyond,” Farrar added.

They also emphasised the
importance of prioritising
those most vulnerable and
healthcare workers before the
wider population.

The authors stated vacci-
nation is a global rather than a
national necessity. The World
Health Organisation (WHO)
ACT-accelerator and COVAX
initiatives both emphasise the
importance of vaccines reach-
ing the most vulnerable and
healthcare workers in all coun-
tries at a similar time.

Widespread vaccination of
one or a few countries without
addressing this need globally is
in no one’s interests and will not
provide the protection we all
need.”No country has mount-
ed a whole population vacci-
nation campaign in living
memory, and it will need to be
undertaken with local leader-
ship and cultural sensitivity,”
the experts stressed.

They also discussed the
implications of the widespread
vaccination and the challenges
for those who don’t get vacci-
nated.

They asked: “Will a cer-
tificate of vaccination (a vac-
cine passport) be a requirement
for patients and their families
before elective surgery, or to
work in the health or social
care, to travel abroad, or to
attend medical conferences, or
even to participate in the
Olympics?

The authors make clear
the vaccine is not a panacea,
and that SARS-CoV-2 will only
be brought fully under control
by also continuing to adapt our
behaviour, plus better access to
diagnostics and treatments,
but add: “safe and effective vac-
cines will undoubtedly change
the trajectory of the pandem-
ic, rebuild confidence and start
to return the world to the ‘pre-
Covid’ era.”

“There is no merit or safe-
ty in creating high rates of vac-
cination and low rates of dis-
ease inside one country’s bor-
ders if this is not replicated
throughout the rest of the
world. We really are all in this
together,” they concluded.
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In a study, doctors from a
Lucknow hospital have

found that the antibodies are
depleting at a faster rate
among the Covid-19 survivors
above 50 years of age and with
at such low immunity they
could be at the higher risk of
re-infection.

The study was conducted
by  the Transfusion Medicine
Department of King George’s
Medical University (KGMU),
Lucknow . 

The studied samples of
plasma showed that survivors
in all the age groups, who
were symptomatic for just
one day, had stronger and
more lasting antibodies in
comparison to those who were
symptomatic for more than a
day.

These are the two inter-
esting results thrown up for

further research on 800
Covid-19 survivors who came
for plasma donation after
recovering from the disease.

The results of the study
also revealed that antibodies
were not only in sufficient
numbers but also strong when
the plasma was donated with-
in 12-53 days post-recovery.

According to the head of
the Transfusion Medicine,
Prof Tulika Chandra, the
department conducted the
study during collecting plas-
ma from Covid-19 patients,
post-recovery, for the blood
and plasma bank.

Of 800 plasma donors,
400 were not found suitable
for donation. While 50 of
them were anaemic or under-
weight or HIV positive and
had other complications, 70
had contact history but never
tested positive through RT-
PCR method. About 53 were

found unfit because they had
come after the lapse of the
three-month post-recovery
period prescribed for dona-
tion.

However, the remaining
227 donors out of 400 ‘unfit’
donors were such who fulfilled
all the criteria -- they had con-
firmed positive, post-recov-
ery period below three months
and had no other disqualifica-
tion but their plasma was not
taken because antibodies were
either not present or were in
insufficient quantity.

“A majority of such donors,
both male and females, were
above 50 years of age. “We do
not know yet whether anti-
bodies were not formed at all
or only short-acting antibod-
ies were formed in these cases,
but the result suggests that the
threat of re-infection might be
higher in people above 50
years,” she said.
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Aday after the announce-
ment of the results of the

election held to the local bod-
ies in Kerala, the factional
fight in the Congress party has
come out in the open.
Thursday saw the entire Kerala
Pradesh Congress Committee
head quarters at
Thiruvananthapuram plastered
with printed posters alleging
massive scale favoritism and
groupism in selection of party
candidates for the local body
polls by the Congress leader-
ship.

While the printed posters
carried highly critical allega-
tions against the KPCC lead-
ership and asked for its restruc-
turing, it also featured names of
senior party leaders who hand-
picked their “concubines”, “girl
friends” and “lovers” over-
looking the claims of party’s
long time activists and workers.
Names of leaders includes that
of former ministers, MPs,

MLAs and State level office
bearers. The posters were tore
down by the KPCC staff with-
in minutes of the media teams
reaching the spot.

But veteran party leaders
like K Sudhakaran MP , Ajay
Tharayil and former depurty
chairman of Rajya Sabha P J
Kurian came out in the open
lambasting the party leaders in
the selection of candidates. 

“There was a situation
favorable to the UDF as a
result of the dilemma faced by
the CPI(M) that was facing
multiple charges of corrup-
tion and scams. But the
Congress leadership failed to
exploit the situation,” said
Sudhakaran. He said he was not
interested in continuing as the
working president of the KPCC
as the leadership has lost the
sense of collective responsibil-
ity.

Group owing allegiance to
K Muraleedharan MP, son of
late K Karunakaran, launched
a campaign demanding the

appointment of the former as
the KPCC chief. But P J Kurian
has another story to tell. 

“The minorities, especial-
ly the Christian community in
the State is keeping away from
the party as a fall out of unhap-
piness in the selection of  can-
didates and the failure of the
party leadership to take them
into confidence,” said Kurian.

Adding to the woes of the
KPCC leadership, P k
Kunhalikutty MP and leader of
the Muslim League and Shibu
Baby John of the RSP (both
constituents of the UDF) too
blamed the Congress for the
lackluster performance of the
UDF. 

“Both the LDF and UDF
had alliances with parties like
Welfare Party of India and
Jama-at-E Islami in past elec-
tions. But this time we saw the
Congress leaders themselves
washing dirty linen in public
over the alliance. This could
have been avoided,” said 
John.
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Jaipur: Housing
Commissioner Pawan Aroda
told that Rajasthan Housing
Board has made a second inter-
national record by selling 4.243
properties worth Rs 485 crore
in just 42 days under the
Wednesday Auction Festival.
This record of the board has
been recognized by the World
Book of Records London.

He told that in this regard
the representative of the World
Book of Records London On
Thursday, the Confirmation
Letter of Record was submitted
to the Commissioner.  

It is noteworthy that earli-
er, through e-auction, 400
houses were sold in 35 days and
earned a record revenue of Rs
462 crore.

The Board's achievement
was achieved by the World

Book of Records London
Recognition was granted.

He informed that the res-
idential and commercial prop-
erties of the board have
remained the center of attrac-
tion for the people even during
this period of covid-19 epi-
demic.  272 by the board this
Wednesday

The properties were sold,
giving the board a revenue of
Rs 39 crore 54 lakhs.  472 res-
idential properties among them
under e-bid submission under
auction auction on Wednesday.

More than 400 commercial
properties were sold under his
Shop-Apna business plan.  It is
noteworthy that out of 34 flats
of Bhrigu apartments located in
Mansarovar scheme of Jaipur
42 flats were already sold on
Wednesday.
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Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan in a hard-hitting

letter to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has warned
about the deterioration of the
Centre-State relations because
of the highhanded attitude of
the Central agencies probing
the gold smuggling
scam.Vijayan was upset that his
additional special secretary C
M Raveendran was summoned
by the Enforcement Directorate
for probing the nexus between
the Chief Minister’s Office and
the kingpins of the gold smug-
gling through diplomatic
channels which broke out in
June 2020.

Though Raveendran was
summoned thrice in the past by
the ED for questioning, the

senior party activist hailing
from Vijayan’s village cited ail-
ments live Covid-19  to avoid
the grilling by the agency. But
his luck ran out by Thursday as
the Kerala High Court dis-
missed his petition seeking to
quash the summons by the ED.
Raveendran is being ques-
tioned by ED officials at Kochi
at the time of going to the Press.

Vijayan reminded the
Prime Minister that it was the
forner’s letter dated July 8 seek-
ing investigation by the Central
agencies into the beneficiaries
of gold smuggling which result-
ed in the National Investigation
Agency being deputed by the
Centre. The chief minister
alleged that the NIA was yet to
arrest the main culprits in the
gold smuggling while other
agencies like the CBI, customs

and ED reached the State under
one pretext or other and began
tormenting officials known for
their honesty and integrity.

“When it was pointed out
by the investigation agencies
that the then principal secre-
tary of the Chief Minister had
liaison with some of the
accused in the gold smuggling
scam, he was removed imme-
diately. But the central agencies
instead of probing the gold
smuggling are investigating the
LIFE Mission, K-Fone and
KIFB projects of the
Government of Kerala without
our concurrence. This is against
the federalism mentioned in
the Indian Constitution. The
summoning and questioning of
the officials by these agencies
have dampened their spirit,”
said Vijayan in his letter.
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Aligarh: On the occasion of the
Centenary Celebration
Program of AMU, AMU is dec-
orated. Every historic building
including the administrative
block of the university is dec-
orated with colorful lights.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
will be going to address AMU
virtually (online), first time, on
22nd December for which stu-
dent leaders have started
opposing. Also, black flags
have been announced by 
them.

Former Vice-President of
AMU Student’s Union, AMU's
alumni association Vice
President and SP leader
Nadeem Ansari, has said that
the bloodstains of the massacre
of Muslims in Gujarat will
always be on the feet of
Narendra Modi. PNS

Aligarh: Corona patients will
now be able to go home isolate
again. The district administra-
tion has restored the old order.
This arrangement has been
restored after suspected
patients did not go for a Covid
test for the fear of admitting to
the hospital. Earlier, the district
administration had banned
Home Isolation in the last
week of September. 

Today a corona review
meeting was held in the col-
lectorate under the chairman-
ship of ADM City Rakesh
Kumar, in which CMO said
that due to the ban of home iso-
lation, people are not going for
the covid test on which ADM
City, in the public interest,
restored the order of Home
Isolation. 
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Amaravati: Andhra Pradesh
has registered 534 new Covid
cases, increasing the state's
tally to 8.77 lakh, even as 498
more patients recovered from
the virus on Thursday.

Chittoor accounted for the
highest number, 130, of infec-
tions in the past 24 hours, fol-
lowed by Krishna (74), Guntur
(54), West Godavari (51) and
East Godavari (45).

Among other places,
Srikakulam (39),
Visakhapatnam (31), Nellore
(21), Prakasam (19),
Anantapur (16), Vizianagaram
(14) and Kurnool (13).

With the new cases, East
Godavari continues to be the
district which has seen the

highest number of infections at
1.23 lakh.

Andhra Pradesh's positiv-
ity rate fell to 7.93 per cent, but
was still higher than the nation-
al average of 6.31 per cent.

Meanwhile, two more
patients succumbed to the
virus in the past 24 hours, rais-
ing the state's Covid death toll
to 7,069.

With 498 more people get-
ting cured, the total number of
recoveries rose to 8.65 lakh,
narrowing the gap between
total infections and 
recoveries. However, in a sur-
prise development, the number
of active cases rose from 4,420
to 4,454 in the past 24
hours. IANS

Amaravati: On a day when the
protests against the trifurcation
of Amaravati turned a year old
with the Telugu Desam Party
(TDP) leaders, led by its nation-
al president N Chandrababu
Naidu, commemorating the
struggle for one capital, Bonda
Umamaheswara Rao, an ex-
TDP MLA from the Vijayawada

Central constituency, has lent his
support to the cause from the
US.

“Snow storms, floods, heat
waves, nothing can stop our
righteous fight for dream capi-
tal Amaravati. We will fight till
our last drop of blood,” claimed
Rao.

He also shared a video in

which he and a bunch of NRI
Amravati supporters echoed
with the local protesters at
Amaravati from continents
away.

“We don't want three capi-
tals, Amaravti is better,” Rao said
as others raised slogans from
Washington amid incessant
snowfall.

The NRI protesters braved
heavy snow to demonstrate with
posters and placards which read
'One State, One Capital', 'Our
Amaravati, Our Captial', and 'Let
us raise our voice for our capi-
tal', among others.

Bonda Uma echoes
Amaravati 1-year protests from
USA. IANS
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Agartala: After Gujarat, Kerala
and a few other States, the
Tripura Government has start-
ed distribution of a homeopathic
drug to boost the immunity of
the people against coronavirus,
officials said on Thursday.

Tripura Government
Medical Officer (Homeopathic)
Surjya Sen said that following
the advice of the Union AYUSH
(Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy,
Unani, Siddha and
Homeopathy) Ministry, the
state's Directorate of Health
Services has started distribution
of homeopathic drug
Arsenicum Album-30 from
Wednesday to improve the
immunity of the people in a bid
to curb the nCoV infection. 

“Initially we have planned to
distribute the Arsenicum
Album-30 free of cost among
50,000 families residing in the
Agartala Municipal Corporation
(AMC) areas. After considering
the people's response and the
effectiveness of the drug, we may
distribute this to more people in
different parts of the state.

“However, on the first and
second day on Wednesday and
Thursday, the response of the
people is huge and more than

our expectations,” Sen told
IANS.

He said that the homeo-
pathic drug had been provided
to the people in some localities
in Gujarat, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh
and positive results were found
there to prevent the Covid-19
pandemic.

“Above one year old babies
to people of any age can take the
homeopathic drug on an empty
stomach daily for three days as
a prophylactic medicine against
the infection.

“The dose should be repeat-
ed after one month by main-
taining the same schedule in
case the coronavirus infection
prevails in the community.”

Sen, who is also the chair-
man of the Arsenicum Album-
30 distribution committee, said
that the Gujarat government had
claimed that 99.6 per cent of the
people who availed remedies as
prophylaxis during their quar-
antine period tested negative for
Covid-19.

He said that Arsenicum
Album-30 is being distributed
from the government's 14
homeopathic dispensaries to
make Tripura a Covid-19 free
state. IANS
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After having cheated sever-
al high-end hotels across

the country, 63-year-old savvy
conman Vincent John’s luck ran
out, when he tried to pull off a
cheat-and-run game plan at a
five star hotel at Navi Mumbai.
The local police arrested John
with a whooping 58 PAN and
Aadhar cards.

Wanted in as many as 187
similar crimes in several parts
of the country, John was taken
into custody by the police on
Tuesday, as he was preparing to
escape after having cheated a
five-star Hotel from the Tunga
Hotels chain at Navi Mumbai.

John, who hails from Tamil
Nadu, was produced before a
Thane court which remanded
till December 18.

John’s modus operandi has
been to stay in luxury hotels
using his false identities, run up
hefty bills and walk away what-
ever prized items he can lay

hands.
John’s attempt was no dif-

ferent when he checked into a
high-profile suite and stayed at
a five-star hotel from the Tunga
Hotel chain between December
12 and 14 using a photocopy
copy of his Aadhar card.
During stay, he ordered costly
cigarettes and liquor through
hotel service.

“During his stay at the
hotel, John also booked a ban-
quet hall for a dozen guests for
business meet-cum-party
scheduled on the evening of
December 13 for which he
placed orders for food and
beverages. He even took a lap-
top from the hotel purported-
ly for a presentation,” Inspector
Ravindra Patil said.

However, when no guests
turned up at the banquet hall
for the party. The hotel man-
agement got suspicious and
looked out for John who by
then had quietly fled the scene
with the lap-top.  

Having realised that it had
been taken for a ride by John,
the hotel management lodged
a complaint with the Navi
Mumbai. Without losing any
time, the Navi Mumbai police
formed a team which tracked
John down to a hide-out along
Ghodbunder Road at nearby
Thane, where he was arrested
on December 15.       

Patil said that John hails
from ila-Uruddi in
Thoothukudi district of Tamil
Nadu. “John has been moving
around with different nick-
names. We have seized 58 PAN
and Aadhar cards from him
obtained by him using his fake
nicknames. He has confessed
that he would sell outside the
expensive liquors, cigarettes
and other stuff +that he picked
up from hotels without clear-
ing the bills from the deluxe
hotels. He would sell the  stuff
to finance his lavish lifestyle
that included air travel,” the
Investigating Officer said.
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Kanpur (Uttar Pradesh): The
28-year-old nephew of a BJP
leader has lost his left arm after
he was pushed in front of a
speeding goods train.

The incident took place in
Ghatampur area late Tuesday.
The injured identified as Lalit
Dwivedi was admitted to Lala
Lajpat Rai hospital from where
he was referred to KGMU
Trauma Centre in Lucknow on
Wednesday.

Police have detained a few
suspects for questioning.

According to reports, Lalit
had gone to see a Ramlila in
Gopalpur village on Tuesday
night when he got into an
argument over a trivial issue
with a group of men.

His uncle Umesh Dwivedi,
a local BJP leader, intervened,
and after pacifying him and the
other men, dropped him
home.

Ghatampur circle officer
Ravi Kumar Singh said that

“Lalit, however, went to the
Ramlila venue again after mid-
night, and a scuffle took place
between him and the rival
group.

“The group overpowered
Lalit, and after brutally assault-
ing him, pushed him inside a
van. They then took him to
Banda-Kanpur rail track and
pushed him onto the track
when they saw a speeding
goods train approaching.
Following this, Lalit lost his left
arm.”

The accused thereafter fled
the scene. The incident came to
light early on Wednesday
morning after local residents
spotted Lalit lying near the rail-
way tracks in a pool of blood.
They immediately informed
the police.

The police rushed to the
spot and took Lalit to a near-
by CHC from where doctors
referred him to Lala Lajpat Rai
hospital. IANS
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In a drop in the infected
cases and fatalities,

Maharashtra on Thursday
logged 3880 fresh Covid-19
infections and 65 deaths, even
as 4358 people were discharged
from various hospitals across
the state after full recovery.

A day after 95 people died
of Coronavirus and 4,304 oth-
ers tested positive for the pan-
demic, the infections dropped
by 424 and deaths came down
by 30 in the state.

With 3880 fresh infections,
the total infections in the state
climbed from   18,80.893 to
18,84,773. Similarly, with 65
fresh deaths, the Covid-19 toll
in Maharashtra rose from
48,434 to 48,499.

As 4358 patients were dis-
charged from the hospitals
across the state after full recov-
ery, the total number of people

discharged from the hospitals
since the second week of March
this year rose to 17,74,255.
The recovery rate in the state
rose marginally from 94.1 per
cent to 94.14 per cent.

With 10 new deaths, the
Covid-19 toll in Mumbai went
up from 11003 to 11,013, while
the infected cases went up by
586 to trigger a jump in the
infections from 2,84,404 to
2,84,990.

Meanwhile, the number of
“active cases” total cases in the
state dropped from  61,454 to
60,905.  The fatality rate in the
state dropped from 2.58 per
cent to 2.57 per cent

Pune district, which con-
tinued to be the worst-affected
city-district in Maharashtra,
saw the total number of cases
increase from 3,64,376 to
3,65,101, while the total num-
ber of deaths in Pune increased
from 7649 to 7654.
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It is gratifying to find that the
Maharashtra Government
has decided to give free
rations to sex workers dur-
ing the pandemic. This sec-

tion of the society is in a way
unjustifiably ostracised and
viewed with contempt. Hardly a
day passes when the media does
not report one rape case or anoth-
er; yet few Indians, social scien-
tists included, see a connection
between frequent gender crimes
and their alleviation, paid sex, but
rather view it as a crime. With
continual urbanisation, the num-
ber of families living apart must
increase. When most people lived
in villages or small towns, fami-
lies lived together. With joint
families, the young man’s income
was not a pressing, urgent issue.
Hence early marriages were more
a rule and less an exception. The
challenge of sex did not normal-
ly arise. Whatever few sex
offences took place, were commit-
ted largely by perverse men.

Even in those easier times, the
contempt towards sex outside
marriage was largely confined to
the middle classes. Among the
upper rungs of society, whether
land-based or industry support-
ed, having a mistress was not
looked down upon. On the con-
trary, a wealthy man without a
tawaif was not usual. In many a
society circle in Mumbai before
Independence, the measure of a
man’s status was the quality of his
mistress’ singing and, possibly,
dancing. A cousin of the writer’s
grandfather Nathubhai Vora
lived most of his life with a lady
no less than the famous classical
songstress Kesarbai Kelkar, who
was a Padma Vibhushan
awardee. An incidental blessing
was that he was not married. If
any relatives dropped in to call
on him, Kesarbai would be
around like any other friend.

On the other hand, the work-
ing classes did not particularly
attach any stigma to extramari-
tal sex. If the farm could not sus-
tain the livehood of a man, he had
to go to a city for work. Not
everyone could afford housing or
even a room for his family there.
The result was that he lived
alone months on end. He then
found release by payment which
was altogether preferable to
molestation or rape. This crime
is only now being looked at as
dastardly, especially since the
Nirbhaya tragedy. Some have
called it beastly, but the writer
disagrees. Animals or beasts do
not rape; the male follows a

female when she is in heat and
not otherwise. Whether perpe-
trated in public or within fam-
ily, rape is a barbaric act.

On the other hand, the
world’s oldest profession is not
fundamentally very different
from a contractual — as dis-
tinct from a sacramental —
marriage. Only the time span
varies; some contracts require
payment, called mehr, at the
time of wedding. An eligible
groom is universally an income
drawing man. A marriage is
sanctified by either a priest or
a Government official where-
as paid sex is a private mutual
arrangement. At the same time,
having a tawaif was not looked
down upon, whereas anything
confined to a short duration is
deemed immoral.

Although one appears to
not have questioned the Shia
practice of nikah-e-mut’ah,
which has no minimum time
limit. Raja Ghazanfar Ali Khan,
who in pre-Independence days
was the divan of the Kota
princely state, was invited with
his wife to a special birthday
party of the Maharaja. As he did
not wish his wife to be seen in
public, he contracted a nikah-
e-mut’ah with a lady apparent-
ly for going to the party. The
Raja subsequently became an
envoy of Pakistan to India. Sir
Vidia Naipaul, a Nobel Prize
winning author, is reported to
have been visiting sex workers
in London as reported by his

biographer Patrick French, a
famous writer. This was despite
him being married to Lady
Patricia until her death.

The Vaishali-born
Amrapali was beautiful and
rose to become the nagarvad-
hu or royal courtesan. She was
a contemporary of Lord
Buddha who, once in response
to her invitation, visited her
house and dined with her. This
incident reflects the social atti-
tude towards courtesans in
those times; Buddha did not
deem it degrading to dine with
one. In any case, a number of
Hindu temples did have
devadasis who were sanctified
by dancing for the ostensible
entertainment of the deities.
There are camp followers
attached to most militaries,
duly approved by the defence
authorities.

The contempt perhaps
developed after the entry of
Christian influence in India.
The religion looks upon sex as
a sin and is to be avoided. Jesus
Christ was therefore said to
have been born of Immaculate
Conception, free from original
sin. The Church might be jus-
tified in its contention but if it
has moulded our morality, it is
unfortunate, especially for
women in India. This has been
unfortunate for both the girls
who are victims of molestation
as well as the poor women who
give pleasure for payment.
Incidentally, at one time,

Europe did recognise flawed
saints. Mary Magdalene was
one duly respected by
Christianity. Or did the preju-
dice grow out of dread of con-
tagious diseases?

No doubt, a system of
licence should be introduced to
give the profession due legiti-
macy. More importantly, the
system would help protect the
health of these women as well
as their patrons. And, above all,
the women would be freed
from the frequent harassment
they suffer at the hands of the
law and order authorities.
Strangely enough, it is invari-
ably the women who are arrest-
ed and punished. One never
hears of any patron being
arrested. Why? Because if any
law is violated, both parties
must be held accountable. For
long years there has been a
locality in Kolkata, off the
main arterial road Chittaranjan
Avenue, called Sonagachi.
There are many houses there
that are rented by individual
women professionals. There is
no particular stigma attached
to the locality or the practice.
One does not hear or read in
the papers about raids and
arrests made in the area.

This writer grew up in
Kolkata and spent 38 years
there. He cannot remember any
reports of either rape or
molestation during those
decades. Among the middle
classes, there was respect for

females. The most affectionate
way to address one, even a
daughter, was to call her ‘Maa’.
Was it because most Hindus
worshipped Durga the most? In
all, there are 13 Devi pujas in
the year. Was the attitude
towards women influenced by
this worship of female deities?
Some sociologists think so.
There is no doubt that
Hinduism is about the only
faith which bows to so many
female deities. It is eminently
shameful, therefore, that there
be so many rape cases so often.

Paid sex has widely been
called the world’s oldest profes-
sion, which means it dates
back centuries when collective
human living began. It also
means that there has been a
universal, permanent need for
it. Why the widespread con-
tempt for it then? Amazingly,
there has been no attempt in
India to reform or reorganise
in any way to improve its con-
dition. After all, an over-
whelming majority of women
go into this profession out of
sheer poverty. Where is our
social conscience? Why not
begin by giving it profession-
al legal recognition and then
making rules to ensure health,
hygiene and fairness? A num-
ber of countries in Europe did
so years ago.

(The writer is a well-
known columnist and an

author. The views expressed
are personal.)
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Sir — Keeping in mind that more
than half of the Indian population
depends on agriculture but its
share in GDP is nowhere near
expectation, then PM Atal Bihari
Vajpayee had in 2002 asked MS
Swaminathan, an agriculture
expert, to file a report for the
improvement of farmers’ condition.

Swaminathan filed his report
in 2006. His message to the farm-
ers and the Government was: “It
(the favourable recommendations)
is not much for farmers; they have
always been the sufferers.” The mes-
sage for the other half of the pop-
ulation was: “If agriculture goes
wrong, nothing else will go right!”

Food security is fundamental
to national sovereignty. For the past
three weeks, both the protesting
farmers and the Government are
adamant on their respective stands
and no midway path is in sight. The
impasse is affecting the nation’s
economy which had already taken
a hit owing to the COVID pan-
demic and the subsequent lock-
down. The nation’s image is being
tarnished globally due to the farm-
ers’ agitation and even the UN
Secretary General had recently
expressed his concern on the issue.

Yash Pal Ralhan
Jalandhar

����������������
Sir — I was happy to read that
Congress MP Rahul Gandhi and
his party colleagues walked out of
the parliamentary standing com-
mittee on defence meeting for not
being allowed to speak by chair
Jual Oram during a discussion on
the rank structure, uniforms, stars
and badges of the defence forces.

The war of words broke out
when Gandhi pointed out that the
panel was wasting time discussing
ranks and uniforms when Indian
soldiers were facing a crisis on the
borders. He opined that the com-
mittee should focus on discussing
strategy and ways to better equip
soldiers stationed at the borders.

The Indian forces had their
own history and tradition on the

basis of which uniforms and
ranks were decided, Gandhi said,
adding that any decision to change
uniforms or ranks should remain
only with the service chiefs.

When he asked why the panel
failed to discuss the LAC situation,
Oram stopped him from speak-
ing, which led to the walkout.

Bhagwan Thadani
Mumbai

�	����������������
Sir — China’s expansionist
designs have asserted control
over Hong Kong, intruded into
Taiwan’s airspace, trained guns on
the Philippine navy, harassed
Malaysian vessels, sunk a
Vietnamese fishing ship, rammed
a Japanese coast guard vessel,
reignited a deadly border conflict
with India and conducted cyber
attacks and economic coercion
against Australia.

Its ill-conceived and provoca-
tive actions near the Line of Actual
Control, which also violated pre-
vious deals between the two
nuclear-armed rivals, have further
soured relations between the coun-
tries and reached a tipping point.

China is engaged in a highly
sophisticated campaign, which
includes bribery, blackmail and
covert deals, to malign India. The
Government is utilising the services
of a technology firm to collect per-
sonal data of Indian politicians and
of 10,000 organisations. This sur-
veillance is being seen as part of a
hybrid warfare, which uses non-
military means to gain domination.

Seetharam Basaani
Hanamkonda
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There are more than 460 million people in
India with insufficient access to basic health-
care. When this is combined with increased

life expectancy and high chronic disease prevalence,
there is a need for long-term comprehensive care
and interventions. Though the Ayushman Bharat
scheme and initiatives like the National Medical
Commission Act and the National Digital Health
Blueprint have created a foundation for health inte-
gration, the issue of a fragmented healthcare sys-
tem needs to be addressed urgently. This can be
done through better profiling of patients, better
organisation of healthcare delivery, besides creat-
ing a seamless, interoperable and integrated dig-
ital health landscape. With the 154th position in
global rankings in  quality and accessibility, the sub-
par performance of the Indian healthcare sector
— in comparison to countries with equally
mature economies and democracies — is a criti-
cal yet underappreciated problem of a disunited
healthcare system. The delivery system focusses and
acts on various parts in silos without adequately
appreciating their interrelation and position in the
larger picture.

This imbalance is at the root of the more obvi-
ous healthcare crises of poor quality service,
inequality as well as inequitability. This divide is
at the heart of the ineffectiveness of our increas-
ing efforts to nurture improvement.

As Sir William Osler, the world-renowned
physician and author, said, “It is more important
to know what sort of person has a disease than to
know what sort of disease a person has.” The expe-
rience of healthcare in our country, however, is
often one of not being known as a person. This
experience affects the poor, who have difficulty get-
ting access to basic medical care until their prob-
lems become emergencies. It is also experienced
by the rich and the middle class, who receive as
much (and often more) of the sometimes danger-
ous commodities of healthcare but feel abandoned
when they need help putting together the pieces
of their illness-shattered lives.

For instance, a working mother of two from
a middle class family in Delhi went from doctor
to doctor trying to find the reason for her fatigue
and decreasing energy levels. Each specialist
examined her and prescribed the latest drugs and
tests. However, they were unable to help her and
the patient got worse each passing day. In the end
her problem remained and she went into a
depression.

The above experience of a patient is what is
exactly the opposite of healing. Because, healing
requires relationships, which in turn build trust and
hope. They also provide a sense of being known
to the care provider and thereby feeling secure that
s/he will get the best treatment. The emotional con-
nection between the healer and the sick is unique
and priceless and imparts health benefits to the
patient.

The country’s current healthcare system does-
n’t contemplate on this aspect of treatment. It does-
n’t deliver empathy and give a patient hearing to
a person’s health issues. Increasingly, it delivers
care/commodities that can be quantified, incen-
tivised and sold or bought while the person, the
whole system and communities get worse in spite
of massive investment of time, effort and money. 

Focussed research is must to understand the
behaviour needed for discrete treatments of dif-
ferent diseases. But improving health is fostered
by a different science, one that considers the behav-
iour of multiple interacting factors which advance
the health of people. 

It is a poor healthcare professional who con-
siders only the disease and not the person. It is a

poor policymaker who designs health-
care systems that deal only with discrete
diseases and fails to create environments
that support interaction among different
parts of the system.

Fragmentation at times renders
well-intentioned actions into the unin-
tended consequence of making things
worse. This results in an inefficient, inef-
fective and unequal care delivery that is
commoditised. A cacophony of narrow-
ly-focussed programmes and services
may be a good strategy for expanding
revenues for service in the private sec-
tor but definitely not a strategy for effi-
cient public healthcare delivery. Efficient
healthcare requires an ability to person-
alise and prioritise problems based on “an
acquaintance with the particulars,” seen
in the context of a person as a whole or
whole people, communities and systems.

Today the efforts of public health,
healthcare systems and philanthropists
are directed at narrow programmes
with insufficient focus on the larger pic-
ture. The lack of an integrative way of
making sense of the world and the need
to control and understand narrowly
replace the greater promise of whole-sys-
tem approaches. 

Doctors treat whoever comes
through the door, often oblivious to the
many barriers to entry. Manufacturers
make their products based on the eco-
nomic niche more than public good.
Hospitals and healthcare systems strive
to attract “the right case mix” to max-
imise profits, or just to stay in business. 

Knowledge generation is narrowly
partitioned in disease-specific institutes
and initiatives without sufficient balanc-
ing research that crosses these bound-
aries. Specialists, drug and device mak-
ers, hospitals and service agencies focus
on delivering their well-reimbursed ser-
vices without a way to consider their
effect on the whole person or system, or
the opportunity costs on the social
determinants of health, such as educa-
tion and employment. 

The promise of healthcare is reduced
when it is treated as a commodity. When
patients become customers, citizens
become consumers and healers become
providers. By focussing their role narrow-
ly on a technical skill, procedure, or body
part, healthcare professionals have com-
pleted one part of their contract with
society. But in focussing just on exper-
tise without also attending to their
responsibility to the whole person and
to society, most of the healthcare
providers have not acted responsibly
towards society. In our system, we def-
initely can’t settle for technicians in place
of compassionate healers. We have to
remember that higher levels of healing
are possible by balancing the biotechni-
cal with the biographical.

Patients appear to be dissatisfied with
healthcare in more fragmented systems.
Indeed, the failure of repeated attempts
to fix the problems can result in a kind
of shared hopelessness. When we see only
parts, disconnected from the whole, we
lose our ability to find incremental
actions that are connected to a larger evo-
lutionary improvement. 

The search for single sustainable
solutions gets in the way of fostering
development toward equitable, integrat-
ed, personalised, prioritised healthcare.
Furthermore, the fragmentation of
healthcare leads to a get-what-you-can
mentality among all involved. Developing
shared goals requires continuous atten-
tion but discernment of how each per-
son’s health and healthcare affects the
others can provide a platform for seek-
ing a better way together. 

With rapidly aging populations and
an increasing burden of patients with
chronic conditions and their complex
needs, there’s a pressing need for a com-
prehensive healthcare delivery system in
our country. In an effort to cope with this
growth, public health spending has
been raised consistently since 2014,
with an increasing share of the country’s
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) being

distributed towards public healthcare. An
estimated �1.6 trillion were spent on pub-
lic healthcare in 2018. The total per capi-
ta Government spending on healthcare
has nearly doubled from �1,008 per per-
son in the financial year (FY) 2015 to
�1,944 in FY20, but is still low. The total
expenditure by the Centre and States for
the FY20 was �2.6 trillion or 1.29 per cent
of the GDP, including establishment
expenditure comprising salaries, gross
budgetary support to various institutions
and hospitals and transfers to States
under centrally-sponsored schemes such
as Ayushman Bharat. Of the total pub-
lic expenditure, the Centre’s share is 25
per cent. 

In a fragmented healthcare system,
spending more on some parts does not
improve the whole system. Similar crit-
icisms of fragmented disease-by-disease
efforts by the World Health Organisation
have been raised on the 30th anniversary
of the Alma Ata plan for “providing a
comprehensive, universal, equitable and
affordable healthcare service for all.”

The benefits of integrated care have
been widely acknowledged and it has
been adapted extensively in North
America and Europe, especially for the
management of patients with chronic dis-
eases. Understanding the fundamental
problem of fragmentation in our disin-
tegrating healthcare system would be an
important step forward towards univer-
sal health coverage. Viewing healthcare
as an evolving “whole” instead of as frag-
mented parts can help us instill hope
where now there is cynicism. It will lead
to personalisation of care and relation-
ship with the healer where now there is
detachment and isolation. There will be
professional and corporate shared
responsibility where now there is narrow
self-interest. High-value healthcare where
now there is ineffectiveness, waste and
inequality as well as inequity.

(The writer is an author and a doc-
tor by profession. The views expressed are
personal)
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The socio-economic distress trig-
gered by the lockdown necessi-
tated by the ongoing Coronavirus

pandemic has been a cause of anxiety
for many in India and globally, too.
According to the United Nations
International Labour Organisation
(ILO), more than 400 million workers
from India’s informal sector will be
pushed deeper into poverty due to the
effects of COVID-19. 

India’s underpreparedness and fail-
ure to have a smart testing and tracing
strategy to counter the spread of the

virus is proving disastrous not only for
the economy but also for its underpriv-
ileged and marginalised citizens. As a
result, education, especially that of vul-
nerable communities, has taken a huge
hit.

More than 320 million students
have been hit by the COVID-19 lock-
down and shifting of classes online. The
75th report of the National Sample
Survey Office (NSSO) for 2017-18
highlights the digital divide in the coun-
try. Only 23.8 per cent of India has
access to the internet, with urban
areas leading with 42 per cent and rural
availability languishing at 14.9 per
cent. Amid such a digital divide, frus-
trated students have been pushed to
take extreme steps like self-harm. The
recent suicide by a LSR student high-
lights the financial hardships faced by
them. 

Many scholars were forced to drop
out due to the unavailability of digital
tools to access online education and
started working on farms to  augment

the income of the family. In particular,
the education of the girl child has suf-
fered the most, with 42 per cent of the
girls surveyed reporting a decline in
their family’s income during the
COVID-19 pandemic, resulting in
lack of acccess to digital education.
Consequently, one in two girls surveyed
was at risk of dropping out. The
spillover effect of girls dropping out of
schools and colleges will be massive,

amounting to $30 trillion in lost lifetime
productivity and earnings. As the
unlocking of the economy, as well as
schools, colleges and universities, takes
place, there is a need for a concrete plan
to address the challenges that are set to
arise. This is because the resumption of
classes increases the exposure and vul-
nerability of students, teachers, and staff
to COVID-19. Therefore, it is vital to
ensure that COVID-19 testing is made

accessible and affordable to all in order
to ensure the maximum safety of all
stakeholders and students. This will pre-
vent any long-lasting impact on the
economy and society. 

The Government needs to focus on
scientific measures to control the
spread of the virus. Opening up of
schools and colleges without an effec-
tive testing and tracing strategy will be
catastrophic as children are considered
to be spreaders of the virus. The
healthcare systems are overburdened
currently and, in such a situation,
access to health to the most vulnerable
suffers the most. And so, it is crucial not
to lose sight of the effectiveness of tar-
geted testing and rigorous contact
tracing across the country.

There are global studies which have
noted that screening students every two
or three days using rapid tests, coupled
with strict behavioural interventions, is
helpful to maintain a controllable
number of COVID-19 infections. It
permits the safe return of students to

campuses. This will also allow govern-
ments to take a more comprehensive
view of the situation on the ground and
allow them to make practical decisions
on opening colleges and schools, and
not just be based on an ad-hoc policy.

The economic downturn has taken
a huge toll on students and education
in India. While a robust testing and
tracing strategy will effectively manage
the spread of the Coronavirus, we also
need to undertake other initiatives to
support students from vulnerable com-
munities through the disbursement of
scholarships, a special stimulus pack-
age for students, sector-focussed
upskilling and reskilling and accessibil-
ity to proper internet facilities and lap-
tops. School fees should also not be
increased in this situation to stem the
exclusion of marginalised students of
the country from their right to educa-
tion.

(The writer is the All-India General
Secretary of SFI. The views expressed are
personal.) 
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Moscow: Russian President
Vladimir Putin on Thursday
rejected allegations that the
Kremlin was behind the poi-
soning of his top political foe,
opposition leader Alexei
Navalny, and accused US intel-
ligence agencies of fomenting
the claims.

Speaking via video call
during an annual marathon
news conference, the Russian
leader countered the accusa-
tions by saying that if the
Kremlin wanted to poison
Navalny it would have pressed
the attack home.

“If there was such a desire,
it would have been done,”
Putin said with a chuckle.

Navalny fell sick on Aug 20
during a domestic flight in
Russia, and was flown while he
was in a coma to Germany for
treatment two days later. Labs
in Germany, France and
Sweden, and tests by the
Organization for the
Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons, established that he
was exposed to a Soviet-era
Novichok nerve agent.

Russian authorities have
vehemently rejected the accu-
sations of involvement in the

poisoning.
On Monday, the investiga-

tive group Bellingcat and
Russian outlet The Insider
released a report alleging that
operatives from the FSB,
Russia’s domestic security
agency, which is a top KGB
successor, followed Navalny
during his trips since 2017, had
“specialized training in chem-
ical weapons, chemistry and
medicine” and “were in the
vicinity of the opposition
activist in the days and hours
of the time-range during which
he was poisoned.” 

The investigation, con-
ducted by Bellingcat and The
Insider in cooperation with
CNN and Der Spiegel, identi-
fied the supposed FSB opera-
tives and laboratories where
poisons like Novichok were
made after analyzing telephone
metadata and flight informa-
tion.

It mentioned two instances
in 2019 and 2020, in which
Navalny or his wife Yulia suf-
fered from unexplained symp-
toms. Navalny said the investi-
gation has proven beyond doubt
that FSB operatives tried to kill
him on Putin’s orders. AP

Kabul: The top US general held
unannounced talks with Taliban
peace negotiators in the Persian
Gulf to urge a reduction in vio-
lence across Afghanistan, even
as senior American officials in
Kabul warned that stepped-up
Taliban attacks endanger the
militant group’s nascent peace
negotiations with the Afghan
Government.

Army Gen. Mark A Milley,
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, met for about two hours
with Taliban negotiators in
Doha, Qatar, on Tuesday and
flew Wednesday to Kabul to dis-
cuss the peace process with
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani.

Milley’s meetings came
amid a new drawdown of US
troops, although under current
US policy a complete pullout
hinges on the Taliban reducing
attacks nationwide.

“The most important 
part of the discussions that 

I had with both the Taliban and
the government of Afghanistan
was the need for an immediate
reduction in violence,” Milley
told three reporters, including
one from The Associated Press,
who accompanied him to Qatar
and Afghanistan. “Everything
else hinges on that.” 

Under ground rules set by
Milley for security reasons,
the journalists travelling with
him agreed not to report on
either set of talks until he had
departed the region. It was
Milley’s second unannounced
meeting with the Taliban’s
negotiating team; the first, in
June, also in Doha, had not
been reported until now.  AP

Paris: French President
Emmanuel Macron has tested
positive for Covid-19, the pres-
idential Elysee Palace
announced on Thursday. 

It said the president took a
test “as soon as the first symp-
toms appeared.” The brief state-
ment did not say what symp-
toms Macron experienced. 

It said he would isolate
himself for seven days. “He will
continue to work and take care
of his activities at a distance,”
it added.

It was not immediately
clear what contact tracing
efforts were in progress.
Macron attended a European
Union summit at the end of last
week, where he notably had a
bilateral meeting with German
Chancellor Angela Merkel. He
met Wednesday with the prime
minister of Portugal. There
was no immediate comment
from Portuguese officials.

Macron on Wednesday
also held the Government’s
weekly Cabinet meeting in the
presence of Prime Minister
Jean Castex and other minis-
ters.  AP
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Turkey won’t step back from
its decision to deploy

Russian air defence systems
despite US sanctions imposed
on the country over the pur-
chase, Turkish Foreign Minister
Mevlut Cavusoglu said on
Thursday.

In an interview with
Turkey’s 24 TV television,
Cavusoglu also said Turkey
was mulling steps it would
take to reciprocate against the
US sanctions, but did not say
what the steps could entail.

The US announced sanc-
tions earlier this week over
Turkey’s procurement of
Russia’s advanced S-400 system,
under a US law known as
CAATSA, aimed at pushing
back on Russian influence.
The sanctions target Turkey’s
Presidency of Defence
Industries, the head of the
presidency and three other
senior officials.

The penalties block any
assets the four officials may
have in US jurisdictions and
bar their entry into the US.
They also include a ban on
most export licenses, loans
and credits to the agency.

It is the first time that
CAATSA has been used to
penalise a US ally.

“If we were to step back we
would have done so before
now,” Cavusoglu said in

response to a question on
whether Turkey would cancel
the S-400 deal with Russia.

Cavusoglu added: “Now we
are assessing the impact of these
sanctions in great detail...And
will take steps accordingly.” 
The Minister also described the
sanctions as “wrong both legal-
ly and politically,” arguing that
Turkey’s purchase of the Russian
system in 2017 predated the
CAATSA law. 

Washington: Expressing con-
cern over China’s increasing
aggression across the globe
from Hong Kong, Taiwan,
South China Sea and along the
India-China border, a senior
White House official said the
US has stood with New Delhi
during its military standoff
with Beijing.

Speaking on condition of
anonymity, the official assert-
ed that US President Donald
Trump, during his presidency,
has really strengthened all
aspects of the US-India security
and defence cooperation to
build a comprehensive, endur-
ing and mutually beneficial
defence partnership.

“We have been very con-
cerned with China’s increasing
aggression really across the
globe, whether it be Hong
Kong, Taiwan, South China Sea
and of course along the India-
China border,” the senior
administration official from
the White House told PTI in an
exclusive interview.

“We have stood with India

as it faced this aggression along
its border over the last six-
seven months. We provided
equipment. We have been
engaged with India, shown our
moral support for India to be
able to stand up to the Chinese
and make sure that there’s a
peaceful resolution and de-
escalation of the situation,”
said the official.

The armies of India and
China are locked in a tense bor-
der standoff in eastern Ladakh
since early May. Both sides
have held multiple rounds of
military and diplomatic talks.
However, no breakthrough has
been achieved yet.

During the Trump admin-

istration, the United States has
become the second largest
arms supplier to India, growing
from virtually no sales a decade
ago to more than $20 billion
today, the official said.

Earlier this year, the US
and India concluded $3 billion
in defence sales for naval and
attack helicopters. To bolster
India’s role as a net provider of
security in the Indo-Pacific, the
Trump administration has lift-
ed restrictions on provision of
sensitive defence technology,
enabling India to become the
first country that’s not a treaty
ally of the United States to be
offered armed MQ-9 Reaper
drones.

In support of India during
its border standoff with China,
the United States has leased two
MQ-9s to India while the sale
of MQ-9s is being finalised,
said the official.

The US also expedited
delivery of cold weather gear to
support the deployment of
Indian military along the Line
of Actual Control (LAC)

through the winter, said the
senior administration official.

“In addition, we have con-
cluded the basic exchange and
cooperation agreement, which is
the last of the so-called key
defence enabling agreements. I
think this is really a historic
achievement that clearly demon-
strates progress in defence part-
nership,” said the official.

Responding to a question,
the senior administration offi-
cial said that the US cut secu-
rity aid and reimbursements to
Pakistan in January 2018. There
have been some exceptions,
such as for things that are in the
US interest.

“Some minor exceptions.
But the suspension remains in
effect. We continue to look to
Pakistan to crack down on ter-
rorists and militants on its ter-
ritory. We’ve seen some progress
on that front. But we certainly
need to see more. We need to
see a decisive crackdown, and
sustained measures to rein in
these terrorists and militant
groups,” said the official. PTI
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President-elect Joe Biden and
Vice President Mike Pence

are set to receive the Covid-19
vaccine soon.

According to two transi-
tion officials familiar with the
matter, Biden will receive the
vaccine publicly as early as next
week. The officials spoke on
condition of anonymity
because they weren’t authorised
to discuss it publicly.

The White House says
Pence and his wife, Karen, will
receive the vaccine publicly
on Friday.

Biden said on Tuesday that
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation’s
top infectious-disease expert,
advised him to get the vaccine
“sooner than later.” Biden has
said that he wants to keep
front-line health care workers
and vulnerable people as the top
priority as the vaccine is rolled
out throughout the country.

But he’s also noted the
importance of him getting the
vaccine publicly to build con-
fidence among Americans to
get vaccinated. 
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Dhaka: Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina on Thursday said that
India is Bangladesh’s true friend
as she expressed her gratitude to
the country and the Indian
Army for their support during
the 1971 liberation war.

Addressing a virtual summit
with her Indian counterpart
Narendra Modi, Hasina said
that she is happy to meet him
again, “particularly on this
month of victory”.

“December evokes in all
Bangladeshis the spirit of joy,
freedom and celebration as we
recall with deep gratitude our
‘Father of the Nation’
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. Under whose dynam-
ic leadership we earned our
great independence,” she said.

“India is our true friend,” the
Bangladesh Prime Minister said.

“I pay deep homage to the
three million martyrs who laid
down their lives. I pay tribute to
the members of the Indian
armed forces martyred in the
war and to their families. I pay

my gratitude to the govern-
ment and the people of India
who extended their whole heart-
ed support for the cause of our
nation,” she said.

The war in 1971 broke after
the sudden crackdown at mid-
night past on March 25, 1971 in
the erstwhile East Pakistan by
the Pakistani troops and ended
on December 16. The same
year Pakistan conceded defeat
and unconditionally surren-
dered in Dhaka to the allied
forces comprising the freedom
fighters and the Indian soldiers.

Officially three million peo-
ple were killed during the nine-
month long war.

Modi and Hasina jointly
inaugurated a digital exhibition
on Mujibur Rahman and
Mahatma Gandhi in an effort to
celebrate the life and legacies of
the iconic leaders. Hasina and
Modi also relaunched a trans-
border rail route between
Chilahati and West Bengal’s
Haldibari which has been inop-
erative for almost 55 years. PTI
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Domestic rating agency Icra
Ratings expects the tech-

nical recession in the country’s
economy to end in the fourth
quarter of the current fiscal,
limiting the contraction in the
GDP to 7.8 per cent in the
financial year 2021.

In the second quarter of
financial year 2021, GDP con-
tracted 7.5 per cent as against
a decline of 23.9 per cent in the
April-June quarter.

With a steady perfor-
mance of the agricultural sec-
tor and a lagged recovery in the
contact-intensive parts of the
services sector, the agency fore-
casts a small contraction of one
per cent in the Indian GDP in
the third quarter of financial
year 2021.

The rating agency’s
Principal economist Aditi
Nayar said healthy procure-
ment and a favourable outlook

for the rabi season, as well as
greater visibility of an
approaching COVID-19 vac-
cine rollout, will strengthen
demand and economic activi-
ty in the fourth quarter of
financial year 2021. 

“The technical recession is
likely to end in that quarter
(Q4), with a muted 1.3 per cent
growth benefiting from a real
recovery as well as the low base
effect. 

This is expected to limit
the contraction in Indian GDP
in real terms to 7.8 per cent in
FY2021,” Nayar said in a
report.

After the NSO had
released the GDP data for the
second quarter in financial
year 2021, the rating agency
had projected the GDP con-
traction in financial year 21 to
range between 7-9 per cent. 

With the updated projec-
tions for Q3 and Q4 financial
year 2021, it has now pegged

GDP contraction in financial
year 2021 at 7.8 per cent.

Nayar further said the
spending seen during the fes-
tive season was driven by pent-
up demand, and consumption
is yet to fully stabilise in vari-
ous sectors. 

“While many indicators
have displayed growth in the
ongoing quarter relative to a
weak performance in the same
period in FY2020, volumes
still remain below FY2019 lev-
els in a number of sectors,
highlighting that a full recov-
ery remains somewhat dis-
tant,” she said. 

The rating agency said that
supply-side and logistical dis-
ruptions have re-emerged in
some states. 

Further, the tailwinds of
low commodity prices are turn-
ing into headwinds, as the vis-
ibility of vaccine availability is
now pushing up global com-
modity prices, it said.
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IT secretary Ajay Prakash
Sawhney on Thursday said

the new decade is of India and
it is time for the country to
come up with a data protection
model that the world follows.

The data protection model
for both personal and non-per-
sonal is at an infancy stage and
there is learning that is coming
from various countries as of
now, he added.

“We have actually practised
for the past several decades
where we look at models which
have emerged somewhere else
and then sort of improve on
that. This is 2020 and decade of
India.

“I truly believe it’s India’s
decade and it’s India’s time to
come up with a model that the
world looks at and does some
cut and paste, and some impro-
visation of what comes out of
India,” Sawhney said at a virtual

panel discussion organised by
Vidhi Legal.He said that the
idea of creating data trusts is
going to be very significant for
both personal and non-per-
sonal data.The Personal Data
Protection Bill was introduced
in the Lok Sabha in February
and has been referred to a Joint
Parliamentary Committee of
both the Houses, headed by
BJP MP Meenakshi Lekhi, for
examination and report.

“Our framework is some-
thing that the world is looking
very carefully and I believe this
to be recognised as the best
thinking at the current level.
These are of course subjects
that are there at the infancy
stage. There is learning already
from GDPR implementation
and from other countries as
well, but as we move not only
to personal data protection
but also into various aspects of
non-personal data,” Sawhney
said.
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The Govt on Thursday
extended relaxed norms

for onion imports for one and
a half months till January 31
next year, to boost domestic
supply and check the retail
prices of the key kitchen sta-
ple.To facilitate import of
onion, the government had on
October 21 relaxed the condi-
tions for fumigation and addi-
tional declaration on the
Phytosanitary Certificate
under the Plant Quarantine
Order , 2003 for import up to
December 15, 2020.

In an official statement, the
Agriculture Ministry said it has
decided to extend the relax-
ation for imports up to January
31, 2021, in the light of public
concern over high prices of
onion in the market.Stating
that the relaxation will be sub-
ject to certain conditions, the
ministry said the consignments
of imported onions, which
arrive in Indian port without
fumigation and such endorse-
ment on the PSC, would be
fumigated in India by the
importer through an accredit-
ed treatment provider.

The consignment would be
inspected thoroughly by quar-
antine officials and released
only if found free from pests
and diseases of concern to
India.
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Further adding to the recov-
ery signals, advance tax

payment by companies has
shown a massive 49 per cent
growth to �1,09,506 crore in
the third quarter this fiscal, a
CBDT source has said.

The increase can primari-
ly be attributed to the low-base
last fiscal when the
Government had slashed cor-
poration tax rates to a record
low of 25 per cent in the Q3,
leading to lower tax payout by
companies.

During the same quarter
last fiscal, corporate advance
tax stood at �73,126 crore.

The gross tax collection
stood at �7,33,715 crore, while
net mop-up was �5,87,605
crore in the quarter, the source
told PTI on Thursday.

During the quarter, the
department has refunded

�1,46,109 crore, which is less
than 8.1 per cent from �
1,58,988 crore in Q3 of FY20.

Overall advance corporate
tax stood at �2,39,125 crore so
far this year, down 4.9 per cent
from �2,51,382 crore as the first
two quarters bore the brunt of
the lockdown. Advance per-
sonal income tax on the year-
on-year basis this quarter
declined 5.6 per cent to �31,054
crore from � 32,910 crore, the
source said, adding the same so
far this fiscal stood at �60,491
crore, down 10.4 per cent from
� 67,542 crore. 

New Delhi:Bullish global cues
after the US FOMC meet lift-
ed the key Indian equity indices
to reach new record intraday
highs on Thursday.
Accordingly, the market had a
“gap up” opening at their
respective high levels.In terms
of sectors, most of the indices
traded in the green. Among
them, Pharma, Realty and
Financial Services indices were
the major gainers.At 2.30 p.m.,
Sensex was trading at
46,868.59, higher by 202.13
points or 0.43% from the pre-
vious close.The Nifty50 was
trading at 13,738.65, higher by
55.95 points or 0.41 per cent
from the previous
close.”Considering current
chart structure and derivatives
data, we are expecting contin-
uation in ongoing up move of
Nifty towards 13,900 levels in
coming week. IANS
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Corporate earnings are like-
ly to witness a sharp revival

in the next financial year
backed by economic recovery,
said a report by Kotak
Institutional Equities.

“We expect 28 per cent and
19 per cent growth in net prof-
its of the Nifty-50 Index in
FY2022 and FY2023 following
11 per cent growth in FY202,”
it said.

The report noted that the
growth in FY2021 reflects low
base in a few sectors in FY2020
such as oil, gas and
consumable fuels
reflecting large
adventitious or
inventory losses in
4QFY20 and tele-
com reflecting low
ARPUs and profits.

There is a possi-
bility of moderate
earnings upgrade
over the next few

months and the extent of earn-
ings upgrades would be one of
the key drivers of the market,
it added.

Nonetheless, a few sectors
may disappoint if consump-
tion, especially discretionary
consumption, was to decelerate
on sustained Covid-19 impact
on household incomes, said the
report.

It has projected a strong
recovery in the economy in
FY2022 (9.3 per cent real GDP
growth) following the likely
large contraction of (-)8.6 per
cent in FY2021.
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This has been a landmark year in
more ways than one bringing about
a new normal in all aspects. It has

disrupted both personal and profession-
al lives and accelerated the work from
home culture, blending both worlds. We
got comfortable with status quo, even in
the form of adoring a casual attire
instead of dressing up for work. 

While this new trend felt like a wel-
come change from the earlier working
style, it also brought about several set-
backs for employees. With increased work
hours; people were spending more time
indoors, which coupled with social iso-
lation has caused a lot of stress. This is a
critical issue that needs to be addressed
in the coming months. Many profession-
als also found work from home a chal-
lenge due to lack of a dedicated home
office setup, lagging internet connectiv-
ity, lack of proper ergonomic furniture,
issues in collaborating with colleagues,
unwanted distractions, acoustics and
privacy issues.

Going forward, the focus will large-
ly be on enabling a smoother transition
to from home and on-premise environ-
ments with technology as a key catalyst.
The latter has brought with it some pos-
itive changes and made us acknowledge
the things that we will need in the future
for a smooth and comfortable working
scenario. The underlying message here is
for workplace design that catalyses the
drive to return to work, feeling safe and
worry free. In this light, here are a few
workplace trends that may emerge in
2021.

Employee-centric policies
This has been the most stressful year

for employees across various profes-
sions. Companies are now trying to
address the critical aspect of employee
mental health through regular counsel-
ing and well-being sessions and seminars.
It will most likely continue as a major
trend in the coming year. Companies can
no longer just be in business to make
profit. They must now make a difference
to the society, especially during these
times of hardship and political and
social polarisation. Employees are also

asking companies to give them flexible
work schedules, safe office facilities,
paid leave, childcare, training and men-
tal health support. Several organisations
have declared work from home as a per-
manent working option to its employees
allowing them to feel safer and more in
control in these unforeseen times.

Safety first 
Employees are now choosing safety

of the work environment over opportu-
nities for professional growth. They
expect companies to keep their facilities
clean, communicate regularly about their
reopening status, and maintain safe
working conditions. However, several
companies are integrating technology to
ensure workers safety. For instance, some
have an automated temperature elevation
detection solution to spot COVID-19
infections in buildings. Whereas, some
companies have an automated contact
tracing tool that notifies employees who
have been in contact with another work-
er who tested positive for the virus.

A hybrid workplace and workforce
Instead of taking extreme approach-

es to work environments, many compa-
nies have a hybrid approach. In such a
scenario, employees come into the office
for a few days, while working remotely
for the rest. They also try to plan the
schedules in such a way that every per-
son comes into the office on specified
days which also allows the company to
maintain the overall occupancy. The
hybrid workplace model allows for struc-
ture and sociability (at an office) while
offering independence and flexibility (at
home). 

Growing demand for retraining and
reskilling

COVID-19 has disrupted the global

economy, widening the skills gap. An
increase in job automation catalyses the
demand for retraining. With a shift in
businesses and economic demands, the
skills required to do the new jobs are also
created. Retraining and up-skilling work-
ers will become even more of a need head-
ing into 2021 because of shifting markets
and growing investments in new technol-
ogy. Both of these can be attributed to the
impact of the pandemic. The larger skills
gap has also made it imperative to pro-

vide more training for employees to sup-
port the digital transformation needs and
speed of change. Many of these technolo-
gies, like contact tracing, collaborative
tools, and AI-driven software, have been
widely adopted to support employee
mental health and increase productivity
while allowing for flexibility and safety.

The current situation has put to test
many of our ideas and thought process-
es about ourselves and the world around
us. This includes the purpose and design

of the workplace. The pandemic has not
yet run its course but organisations are
already creating and evaluating their
return to work strategies to breathe new
life into the workplace concentrating on
employee safety and comfort. As we move
into the new year, workplace design will
be a combination of collaboration, aesthet-
ics, and experience, allowing the employ-
ees to feel safe and cared for.

(The writer Swaviman Das is Design
Director, Space Matrix.)

Stand-up star Vir Das has dropped a new
comedy special, Outside In. He says he did

not plan to make this into a show and that get-
ting it to a point where it felt like he wanted
to put it out was tough for him.

The comedy special is created out of 30 vir-
tual shows he did during lockdown and fea-
tures audience joining in from all over the
world. The special captures the mundane
aspect of being stuck at home, besides heart-
warming stories about everything that lock-
down put us through.

The show primarily unfolds through con-
versations Vir Das has with the audience.
Working from home, he said, “wasn’t difficult
at all,” adding, “I had such minimal equipment
so it was quite easy to shoot. I put a camera
on a stack of books and started to shoot. So,
in that sense it was not very difficult at all
because the entire show was conversation with
people across the world, that was a little bit
tough because you ended up with having a lot
of footage at the end of it.”

He added, “Editing was definitely a little
hard. I didn’t even plan to put out the special.
There were zero plans to make this into a show.
I think just getting it to the point where it felt
like I wanted to put it out that was tough.”

He had earlier shared that the show is ded-
icated to each one of us who has survived this
year. It premieres on Netflix.

Every year Edmunds’ experts put
their heads together to determine

the very best new vehicles on sale.
Spread across eight categories, the
Edmunds Top Rated Awards are
given to the cars, trucks and SUVs
that rank at the top of their class
according to their vehicle testing pro-
gramme. That means each winner
has been tested at the Edmunds test
track and thoroughly evaluated over
many miles of real-world use.

We’ve highlighted the four first-
time winners for 2021, along with a
returning champion from last year’s
awards. The vehicles are listed in
ascending order by manufacturer’s
suggested retail price and include
destination charges.
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Starting MSRP: $24,455
What Edmunds’ experts say:

“The all-new Kia K5 has the style and
substance to set it apart from other
midsize family sedans. It’s impressive-
ly easy to drive and comfortable on
longer trips thanks to a smooth ride
and an exceptionally quiet cabin.
Wireless connectivity for Apple
CarPlay and Android Auto smart-
phone integration is standard, and
that’s just the beginning of a rich fea-
ture list that somehow manages to
undercut the competition on price at
every level.”

Counterpoint: The K5’s sloping
roofline can make it hard to get in
and out for taller rear passengers.
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Starting MSRP: $30,635
What Edmunds’ experts say:

“The Edmunds Top Rated Truck
must balance capability, comfort,
technology, innovative features and
value. The Ford F-150 was already
one of the best pickup trucks on the
market; its significant list of additions
and improvements for 2021 could
cement its standing for years to
come. Thanks to a raft of new features
and high-end tech advancements,
including an optional hybrid power-
train, the F-150 unseats the incum-
bent Ram 1500 as Edmunds’ top
truck for 2021.”

Counterpoint: If you’re looking
for a premium feel, the F-150’s cabin
might not seem as luxurious as the

Ram’s.
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Starting MSRP: $33,160
What Edmunds’ experts say: “It

seems like Kia went for a ‘baby Land
Rover’ look and nailed it. Inside and
out, the three-row midsize Telluride

has a more premium look and feel
than the competition. It also boasts
an impressively smooth ride, a third-
row seat roomy enough for adults,
and plenty of features for the money.
It was Edmunds Top Rated SUV last
year, and it’s back in the winner’s cir-
cle for 2021.”

Counterpoint: There are fewer

storage bins and cubbies than you’ll
find in some rival SUVs.
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Starting MSRP: $43,995
What Edmunds’ experts say: “In

some cases, a non-luxury brand
enters luxury territory with an EV
offering, and so it is with the all-new
Ford Mustang Mach-E. An electric
SUV with Mustang-influenced
styling, the Mach-E stands out with
its premium cabin and easy-to-use
controls. It lives up to its Mustang
namesake, too, with approximately
300 miles or so between charges,
depending on configuration, plus a
projected 0-60 mph time of less
than four seconds in the forthcom-
ing GT version.”

Counterpoint: The Mach-E’s
front seats can be somewhat uncom-
fortable for taller drivers.
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Starting MSRP: $55,300
What Edmunds’ experts say: “A

true luxury experience is the main
focus of this award, but value is also
taken strongly into account. The
Mercedes-Benz E-Class delivers on
both fronts, with a refresh for 2021
helping it move into the No. 1 spot
for this category. A particular high-
light is the car’s new infotainment
system that allows you to operate
most of the car’s systems with voice
commands. On top of that is the E-
Class’ peerless combination of a pre-
mium interior, a smooth ride, top-
notch construction and excellent
advanced driver safety aids.”

Counterpoint: The E-Class
sedan’s trunk capacity is small by seg-
ment standards, although the avail-
able E-Class wagon solves that prob-
lem.
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BLENDING
BOTH THE WORLDS 
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Nutrition and health are going to
be the key drivers of food
trends as strengthening immu-

nity would be the primary consumer
focus at least for the next few years as
we approach the dawn of 2021.

Food safety in terms of safe and
hygienic cooking processes and the
kind of food is consumed will be the
main emphasis. Health will largely
overrule taste because consumers are
gradually realising that delicious food
but cooked in unhygienic and unsan-
itary conditions could be extremely
damaging to their health and can cre-
ate problems beyond the joy of con-
suming delicious food. In India, it is
often assumed that salads are most
healthy, it is not necessarily true
because the water is also unsafe.
Therefore, it would be advisable for
people to consume cooked/boiled
food rather than uncooked/raw food.

GO GREEN
There will be an increased con-

sumption of greens and vegetables
which are easy to digest such as mil-
lets, wheat and rice and lower intake
of fried foods and meats because they
are perceived to be less healthy,
though it is not always the case.

There will be a spike in the con-
sumption of foods like avocados,
fruits and cereal-based options.

IMPORTANCE OF HYGIENE
Due to safety concerns, food

from roadside eateries and unregu-
lated food stalls within and around

corporate hubs are going to see a sig-
nificant dip. 

Conscious eating
Consumers will be more aware of

the risks associated with consumption
of outside meals and hence, make the
right food choices. For example, eggs
have the highest consumption risks,
about which, unfortunately, most
people are not aware. It is because of
the contamination in eggs and the
infection they can potentially carry.
Most food service providers do not
focus adequately on sanitisation of
eggs and this is a cause for concern,
especially in India. Also, an inclina-
tion towards vegetarianism is on the
rise given the concern around con-
sumption of chicken, the most-wide-

ly consumed non-vegetarian food
item in India.

TECH-DRIVEN CAFES
Technology will be a key driver of

innovation in the food industry and
will enable true analysis of consump-
tion patterns, enforcing safety, social
distancing norms and monitoring
them on digital platforms.

SMARTER USE OF FOOD WASTE
Apart from this, food waste is an

increasing and alarming concern at
ends, including the food system and
the climate. Studies have shown that
between 30 to 40 per cent of the food
supply gets wasted on a yearly basis.
The impact further becomes graver
when we look at the water, energy, and

land resources which were utilised for
producing food that never even gets
consumed.

The awareness of food waste is
increasing and has already started to
take roots in India. As a result, many
manufacturers and producers are
now making an effort to use ingredi-
ents that would normally be wasted.
This concept is promising as it pro-
motes good health and reduction of
food wastage simultaneously. Hence,
the upcycled food is going to be a
trend. It is similar to the agenda of
upcycled furniture — using a dis-
carded material and turning it into
something useable, which means edi-
ble when it comes to food.

Companies across the world are
innovating and we can today see a
yoghurt company using surplus fruit
and whey, a bi-product of yoghurt
production process, to make probiot-
ic tonics and frozen probiotic pops.
Another such brand is using leftover
fruits and vegetables to make chips
without the use of preservatives and
so on. Chefs too are innovating and
making optimum use of the peels of
vegetables and fruits in dishes as this
part of the nature’s produce is largely
ignored or neglected or used ineffi-
ciently by many.

We can’t have the luxury of being
able to casually toss the scraps. Rather,
the businesses that pull ahead are those
that make smarter use of ‘waste’ prod-
ucts. Consumers care about the envi-
ronment just as much as they care
about their food sources. Upcycling
combines the two and gives you a pow-
erful messaging tool. And it’s only
going to get better as more and more
consumers understand what goes into
upcycling. As there is increasing
awareness about upcycled food, peo-
ple do not want to waste food. 

As the food production industry
continues to feel the economic and
environmental implications of food
waste, more companies are creating
channels and partnerships to source
upcycled ingredients, thus helping to
curb the amount of food that goes to
waste globally per annum.

Well, consumers in 2021 are
expected to make healthier food choic-
es and focus on boosting their immu-
nity to be better equipped for the chal-
lenges in the post-pandemic world.

(The writer is CEO & MD, Elior
India.)

If you’re thinking about grow-
ing apples, take some time to

test the varieties and talk with
the local growers.

I grow an apple called
Hudson’s Golden Gem and I do
so for one reason. Yes, this
apple’s russeted, golden skin is
beautiful. But it’s the flavour that
puts it above the rest.

When you buy apples at the
store or orchard, your choice is
limited to the dozen or so vari-
eties that have been chosen
because they look pretty, ship
well, store well and have flavour
with broad appeal.

We gardeners, on the other
hand, can plant any of more
than 5,000 apple varieties that
strike our fancy. And we can
plant and harvest without
regard to a variety’s appearance,
shelf-life or other commercial
attributes.

What the doyen of horti-
culture, Liberty Hyde Bailey,
said early in the last century
about apples applies equally
well today — “Why do we need
so many kinds? Because there
are so many folks. A person has
the right to gratify his legitimate
tastes (and) should be accord-
ed that privilege.”

We can also harvest at each
variety’s peak of perfection. My
Macoun apples, for instance,
taste different — and much
better — than any Macoun
apples I can buy. One reason is
because I don’t harvest mine
until they are so ripe, they are
about to or have fallen from the
branches.

Here are some other
flavourful apples I’ve planted.
They may have other short-
comings, but they all taste great.

Ashmead’s Kernel originat-
ed more than 200 years ago in
a Dr Ashmead’s garden in
Gloucester in England. The
fruit is a russetted golden brown
with a reddish-bronze cheek
when struck by sunlight. Inside,
a delicious, crisp, yellow flesh.

Cox’s Orange Pippin is
another old variety that origi-

nated in England, thanks to a
retired brewer named Richard
Cox, in 1825. The colour,
orange and red, washed with
carmine over a yellow back-
ground, limits its market. Prized
strictly for its flavour, Cox is still
grown by British farmers despite
some commercial flaws.

Ellison’s Orange is a British
apple, a relative youngster, that
originated in Lincolnshire in
1911. It’s a late summer or early
fall apple, golden yellow with
carmine stripes, with juicy flesh
and a vinous flavour that hints
of anise. Cox Orange Pippin is
one of its parents.

Not all the good apples
come from England. Macoun,
for instance, originated in New
York, in 1923, with McIntosh as
one of its parents. Hudson’s
Golden Gem originated in an
Oregon fencerow in 1931.

Another American apple
that I’ve grown is Newtown
Pippin, which originated in
New York City (Queens) about
300 years ago. The light yellow
fruit, tart with a hint of tanger-
ine, rounds out the apple season
by not developing its best flavor
until it’s been in storage until
after Christmas. As testimoni-
al to its good flavour, Newtown
Pippins were shipped to
England in colonial times.

And superior flavour isn’t
limited to old apple varieties,
British or American. Mutsu
(Crispin) came from Japan in
1948. This large, round, yellow
apple has a delicate, spicy
flavour and a pleasantly coarse
texture that is reminiscent of

biting into a snowball.
Jonagold was introduced

only 40 years ago from the
New York State Agricultural
Experiment Station. It com-
bines the flavours of its parents,
the sprightly Jonathan and the
aromatic Golden Delicious. The
large fruits are yellow with a
splash of light scarlet. Jonagold
also has a nice “cracking”
flavour — the crisp fruits
explode in your mouth with
juice and a delicious taste.

I round out my present col-
lection with the variety Liberty,
also from New York, dating to
1978. Besides an excellent
flavour, not surprising with
Macoun as one of its parents,
Liberty is resistant to the major
apple diseases.

The above is only a sam-
pling of the many great-tasting
apple varieties. Take a little
time to taste a lot of varieties
and speak to locals in your area
and you might find other vari-
eties that tickle your tastebuds
and are well-suited locally.

Before you get too enthusi-
astic about planting apples, a
word of caution — apples are
not an easy fruit to grow in
many regions. The plants
require annual pruning and
pest control. (Even Liberty,
although disease-resistant, still
gets attacked by insects.)

But if you’re willing to learn
about pests and make the efforts
to thwart them, a few trees of
apple varieties selected for excel-
lence in flavour will reward you
with years of delectable eating.

—AP
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Star Australian bats-
man David Warner

on Thursday said he
was aiming to play the
Boxing Day Test against
India in Melbourne,
calling his injury-
enforced absence from
the opening clash in
Adelaide “devastating”.

Warner limped out
of Australia’s second
one-day international
against the tourists last
month in agony after
straining his groin.

“I am (hopeful),
that’s one that I never
want to miss out on,”
Warner told Australian
sports radio network

SEN about the
Melbourne Test.

“(Adelaide’s) my
first missed Test
through injury so I’m
obviously very disap-
pointed with that. With
the big series that it is,
it’s devastating to miss a
Test but I know that the
guys who are walking
out there are going to
put their best foot for-
ward.”

With only nine days
until the Melbourne
Test, Warner said that
he planned to increase
the intensity of his rehab
work.

“Hopefully I can get
up and about and start
running at a higher
tempo,” he said. “I man-
aged to get up to 14
kilometres an hour
(8.7mph) so I’ve got to
work towards a max of
26 to 30 kilometres an
hour by next week. If I
can run between wick-
ets and move laterally
and do some ground
fielding by the end of
next week, I should be
ready to go. Fingers are
crossed.”
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Virat Kohli’s enduring
love affair with Adelaide
Oval resulted in a classy

74 but his untimely run-out
triggered a batting collapse as
India ended the opening day at
233 for 6 against Australia in
the first Day/Night Test here
on Thursday.

Kohli, who looked in com-
plete command, was run out
when his deputy Ajinkya
Rahane backed out after call-
ing for a single
and it happened
just before the
second new ball
was taken.

From a comfortable 188
for 3, India slumped to 206 for
6 as Rahane and Hanuma
Vihari (16) found the pace and
swing generated by the pink
ball under lights too hot to
handle.

Ravichandran Ashwin (15
batting) and Wriddhiman Saha
(9 batting) saw off the final few
overs and also got a few runs.

In conditions, which can’t
exactly be called batting friend-
ly, Kohli blended the right
amount of caution and aggres-
sion in his 180-ball innings,
showing one and all that he is
a few lightyears ahead of his
peers when it comes to quali-
ty batsmanship.

If Cheteshwar Pujara (43
off 160 balls) let bowlers dic-
tate terms with an ultra-defen-
sive approach, his skipper gave
opposition the respect it
deserved but also from time to
time, played those shots to
drive home a point.

His 88-run partnership
with Rahane (42 off 91 balls)
during the final session nearly
put India on even keel but for-
tunes tilted once Kohli was
back in the pavilion. Rahane
was soon snapped with the sec-
ond new ball by Mitchell Starc
(2/49), easily the best bowler in
action.

Earlier, Pujara’s ultra-
defensive approach became his
own undoing as India literally
crawled during the first two

sessions. So intent was Pujara
on blocking anything and leav-
ing everything for the better
part of his innings, that a 68-
run stand for the third wicket
with Kohli couldn’t release
pressure going into the second
break of the evening.

In the morning, Prithvi
Shaw’s (0) poor technique was
once again exposed by Starc
while Mayank Agarwal (17) got
a beauty from Pat Cummins.

The Australian pace troika
of Starc (2/49 in 19 overs), Josh
Hazlewood (1/47 in 20 overs)
and Pat Cummins (1/42 in 19
overs) bowled a very steady line
comprising mostly of fuller
deliveries.
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The refurbished Sardar Patel stadi-
um in Ahmedabad will host the

knock-out matches of the Syed
Mushtaq Ali T20 championship, from
January 20-31.

As per the letter shared by BCCI
secretary Jay Shah to all the secretaries
of the state associations, the teams have
been divided into six Groups — five
Elite Groups and one Plate Group with
Mumbai, Chennai, Kolkata, Indore,
Chennai and Vadodara being the
venues for league games.

Chennai will be hosting the
matches of the Plate Group, which
comprises eight teams, while the
other 30 teams have been divided into
five Elite Groups, with each Group,
having six teams.

The knock-outs are scheduled to
start on January 26, with the quarter-
finals to be played on January 26 and
27, while the two semi-finals will be
played on January 29 and the final on
January 31 in Ahmedabad.

The players will have to undergo
three Covid-19 tests on January 2, 4
and 6, the results of which will be
declared on the subsequent day.

Even before the knock-outs, the
players will be undergoing two Covid-

19 tests, one on January 20 and the
other on January 22.

Karnataka, who are the defending
champions, have been placed in Elite
Group A, and will be playing their
matches in Bengaluru. Domestic
giants Mumbai have been placed in
Elite Group E and will play their
matches in Mumbai, while Bengal
have been placed in Elite Group B and
will play their matches in Kolkata.

GROUPS
Elite Group A: Karnataka, Punjab,
Uttar Pradesh, Railways, Tripura, Jammu
& Kashmir (Venue — Bengaluru)
Elite Group B: Odisha, Bengal,
Jharkhand, Tamil Nadu, Assam,
Hyderabad (Venue — Kolkata)
Elite Group C: Gujarat, Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh, Himachal Pradesh,
Baroda, Uttarakhand (Venue —
Vadodara)
Elite Group D: Services, Saurashtra,
Vidarbha, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Goa (Venue — Indore)
Elite Group E: Haryana, Andhra
Pradesh, Delhi, Mumbai, Kerala,
Puducherry (Venue — Mumbai)
Plate Group: Chandigarh, Meghalaya,
Bihar, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram,
Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh (Venue —
Chennai). 
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���	����� The run out of India
skipper Virat Kohli was “mas-
sive” and it turned to be a
momentum-shifting moment,
says Nathan Lyon as the hosts
snared quick wickets towards the
end of the opening day of the
first Test to walk off the field
smiling on Thursday.

India looked pretty settled at
188 for three when a terrible
mix-up between Ajinkya

Rahane and Kohli resulted in
run out of the Indian captain,
who made 74. When the day’s
proceedings ended, India were
233 for six.

“It was massive. A wicket
like that, run out, specially of
Virat is massive. It was good to
be back on board after the
Ashes. He was batting pretty
well, so happy with that,” Lyon
said after the day’s play.

Lyon said the Australian
dressing room was happy with
the way things panned out for
them on Thursday. “Definitely
satisfying, but we can get a lot
better. We are very happy with
where we are at but can keep
pushing the boundaries and
keep getting better as a bowling
unit. We are happy, but still lot
of work to do,” Lyon, who dis-
missed Pujara, said. PTI
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���	����� It took Cheteshwar
Pujara 148 balls to get his first
boundary but not for once did
the senior India batsman feel
that he batted too slowly during
the opening day’s play in the first
Pink ball Test on Thursday.

Pujara, who scored a sedate
43 off 160 balls, feels that a first
innings total of 350 would be
very handy for the visitors.

Asked if he felt that he could
have paced his innings better,
the Saurashtra man had an
emphatic no for an answer.

“Not at all. We were in a
very good position in the first
two sessions,” said Pujara,
defending the 41 scored by the
team in the first session and 66
runs that were scored in the sec-
ond. “We needed to make sure
that we don’t lose wickets when
the ball is swinging. It was a
great day of Test cricket and
there are no regrets at all about
the strategy. We couldn’t have
lost more wickets playing shots
and getting bowled in a day,”
said Pujara. PTI
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