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ven as the Government is
yet to disclose if the Covid19 positive flyers from UK
carry the new variant of the
virus that originated in Britain,
experts here said that the
upcoming vaccination can
tackle the strain.
Six more passengers arriving in two flights from the
United Kingdom, which landed at Delhi’s Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGIA)
late on Tuesday night, have tested positive for Covid-19 and 50
passengers have been advised
for institutional quarantine.
With this, the number of
passengers from the UK who
have tested positive at the IGIA
has soared to 11. Five tested

E

'^`cVW]ZVcdWc`^F<eVdegVRe:8:2
dR^a]VddV_eW`cXV_`^VdVbfV_TZ_X
positive for the Covid-19 virus
after arrival from the UK on
Tuesday.
Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan on Wednesday
took stock of the status of passengers coming from the UK to
India and found that passengers were positive in ten States
where the flights from UK to
India land. Samples have been
sent for genome sequencing.
These States are Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal, Goa, Punjab, Gujarat,
Kerala and Telangana. The
Government has identified the
labs for genome sequencing.
Continued on Page 2

n a bid to break the deadlock
with protesting farmers,
Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar on Wednesday
invited them for talks saying
any agitation could be resolved
only through dialogue. He
urged them to fix a date and
time for the next round of talks.
Tomar said farmers should
tell them what they want to add
or remove from the proposal
given by the Government.
“I’m hopeful that farmers’
unions will discuss our request.
Whatever they want to add &
subtract
from
the
Government’s proposal, they
should tell us. We’re ready for
a discussion at the time & date
of their convenience. I’m hopeful of a solution,” Tomar said
while talking to reporters.
Stressing that a solution
can be reached only through
dialogue, Tomar said, “History
is witness to this fact. How old
and strong the protest is, the
end and the solution to a
protest are reached through
dialogue only.”
Farmers’ unions should
discuss the Government’s draft
proposal and inform them if
they want to add or delete anything, he added.
The Minister said there
were recommendations for
reforms in the farm sector in

the past also by experts, unions
and State Chief Ministers, but
the previous Government
might have faced difficulties in
converting the recommendations into laws. Tomar further
said the Government will continue with reforms in the farm
sector as they are still due in
many areas.
The Union Agriculture
Minister was referring to a
proposal sent by the Centre to
the farmers’ unions on Sunday,
in which it offered to hold the
sixth round of talks at a date
and time of the unions’
choosing.
He added, “I would also
like to thank banks, as they
brought more than 1 crore
farmers under Kisan Credit
Card cover during the pandemic and gave farmers C1 lakh
crore in last 8 months. We’ve
undertaken some reforms and
will bring more in future.”
Total five rounds of talks,
including one each on
December 1, 3 and 5, have
failed to break the deadlock
between the two sides. While
the Centre is firm that the laws
won’t be scrapped and has
instead proposed amendments,
the unions are adamant on a
total repeal. The Government
has worked the back channels
to bring farmer groups back to
the negotiating table.
Continued on Page 2
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he Union Cabinet on
T
Wednesday approved revision in guidelines for providing
Direct to Home (DTH) services in the country under
which licences would be issued
for 20 years. The Cabinet also
approved the merger of all
films related divisions into
National Film Development
Corporation (NFDC).
Addressing
media,
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Prakash Javadekar
said the new DTH licensing
guidelines will streamline and
provide an equal platform in
the industry. He said the
change in guidelines would
also allow 100 per cent FDI in
the DTH sector. Till now, the
FDI was limited to 49 per
cent, he said.
Films Division, Directorate
of Film. Festivals, National
Film Archives of India, and
Children’s Film Society, India
will be merged with the
National Film Development
Corporation (NFDC). Minister
said no one will be retrenched
in this process.
Related report on P9
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he Union Cabinet on
T
Wednesday approved an
ordinance extending protection
from punitive action to unauthorised colonies, JJ clusters
and constructions in Delhi’s
rural areas built on agriculture
land for another three years,
Union Minster Prakash
Javadekar said.
Since the law re-enacted in
2017 was ending soon and
there was no Winter Session of
Parliament, an ordinance was

B74:70AB8=67Q =4F34;78

he United Farmers Front,
T
on Wednesday wrote a letter to the Central Government
urging the Government not to
repeat those “meaningless”
amendments which have been
rejected by the farmers’ unions.
Meanwhile, farmers also urged
people to skip one meal on
“Kisan Diwas” on Wednesday,
the birth anniversary of former
Prime Minister Chaudhary
Charan Singh in support of
their stir.

?=BQ =4F34;78

nion Home Minister Amit Shah
U
and the BJP on Wednesday hailed
the outcome of Jammu & Kashmir’s
maiden District Development Council
(DDC) elections, saying it was the manifestation of people’s faith in democracy and a slap in the face of separatists.
Shah also “heartily thanked” the
people for voting the BJP as the singlelargest party in the polls.
“I heartily thank our sisters and
brothers of J&K for voting the BJP as
the single largest party in the District
Development Council elections. The
BJP under the leadership of PM
@narendramodi ji will continue to
work relentlessly towards the prosperity and development of the J&K region,”
Shah tweeted.
“Congratulations to the people of
J&K for such great turnout in DDC
polls. I applaud the efforts of our security forces & local administration for
successfully conducting these multiphased elections. This will further
boost the morale and trust of people of
J&K in democracy,” he added.

approved to extend the protection for another three years
(till December 2023), Javadekar
told reporters after the Cabinet
meeting.
The NCT of Delhi (Special
Provisions) Amendment
Ordinance 2020 is an extension
of a similar law first passed in
2011. When the 2011 law had
expired, the Government had
in 2014 enacted the law again
to grant a fresh extension.
The Minister said Delhi’s
unauthorised colonies, JJ
(Jhuggi Jhopri) clusters and
structures in rural areas built
on agriculture land would get
protection from the ordinance.
The ordinance has to be
signed by the President before
it comes into force, the Minister
pointed out.

?C8
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defame farmers’ association,”
said Yogendra Yadav of Swaraj
India.
While reading the letter in
Hindi, Yadav said the
Government is constantly
holding talks with so-called
farmers’ leaders and organisations, who’re not associated
with our movement at all.
“This is an attempt to break our
movement. the Government is
dealing with protesting farmers, the way it deals with its
Opposition,” said Yadav.
Continued on Page 2
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eaders of People’s Alliance for
Gupkar Declaration (PAGD) separately asserted on Wednesday that the
outcome of the DDC poll was a rejection of the abrogation of Article 370, but
even after winning 112 seats the PAGD
19?RP]SXSPcTBdaTbW:d\PaRT[TQaPcTbPUcTaWXb
constituents shied away from coming
eXRc^ahX]332T[TRcX^]aTbd[cbX]9P\\d ?C8
together on one platform to “unitedly”
celebrate their victory.
Earlier, stating that people of
The top brass of the National
Jammu & Kashmir are “making a new Conference organised a function at its
beginning”, Union Minister for Law own headquarters in Nawa-e-Subah,
Ravishankar Prasad said the BJP has while PDP chief Mehbooba Mufti
emerged as a “the single largest party addressed a separate press conference
in the poll and gained more votes than at her Gupkar residence, with no party
the National Conference, Peoples leader sitting by her side.
Democratic Party (PDP) and the
PAGD Spokesman Sajad Lone
Congress put together.
remained conspicuous even on social
Prasad said it is the BJP with 75 media.
seats in the DDC and as the single
No official statement was issued by
largest party that has won the people’s the PAGD in connection with the poll
mandate and not the “opportunistic results either.
Gupkar alliance”.
Meanwhile, upbeat Omar Abdullah
Prasad said of the 49 independents while addressing the party workers said
winning in the elections, “several are the people have made clear their view
backed by the BJP.” Independents have by supporting the People’s Alliance for
won more seats than the PDP, he said. Gupkar Declaration (PAGD) in the
Continued on Page 2 District Development Council polls.

he National Investigation
T
Agency (NIA) has arrested
absconding Khalistani terror-
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n a big push for education of
students belonging to the
Scheduled Caste, the Union
Cabinet on Wednesday okayed
C59,000 crore for post-matric
scholarship for five years.
The Cabinet meeting
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi estimated that
this mega scholarship scheme
will benefit more than four
crore students for continuing
their education from Class XI.
The Central Government will
spend 60 per cent of the programme. The rest will be provided by the State Government.
“This replaces the existing
‘committed liability’ system
and brings greater involvement of the Central Govt in
this crucial scheme,” the Union
Cabinet said in a statement.
Detailed report on P4

L

Omar also observed he did not foresee Assembly elections in the Union
Territory anytime soon because of the
poll results.
“If you really say that democracy
has won, then you will have to listen to
the voices of the people, and the people of Jammu & Kashmir have said it
with a huge majority that they do not
accept (the decisions of) August 5,
2019,” Omar said.
The Centre abrogated Article 370
— which gave special status to Jammu
& Kashmir — and bifurcated the erstwhile State into two Union Territories
on August 5 last year.
Omar said the results of the DDC
elections have proved that the BJP will
not be able to “bury” the NC.
Continued on Page 2

New
Delhi:
The
Government on Wednesday
launched a technology contest to invite solutions from
IT companies and start-ups
to strengthen digital platform
CoWIN, which will be used
for rolling out and scaling up
Covid vaccine distribution
across the country.
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Addressing a Press conference on Wednesday at Singhu
Border, the epicentre of the
farmers protests across the
National Capital’s borders, the
farmers unions said United
Farmers Front on Wednesday
has written a letter to the
Government.
“It states that the
Government shouldn’t question the letter written by the
United Farmers’ Front previously as it was a unanimous
decision. Government’s new
letter is a fresh attempt to

4`gZU"*
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DEURJDWLRQRI$UW

µ554V]VTeZ`_cVdf]ed
^R_ZWVdeReZ`_`W
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LOOHJDOFRORQLHV
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6^ecbcPacbR^]cTbc
U^abcaT]VcWT]X]V
SXVXcP[]Tcf^aZU^a
ePRRX]TSXbcaXQdcX^]

ist Gurjeet Singh Nijjar, who
was hiding in Cyprus (Europe),
upon his arrival at the airport
here late on Tuesday night.
The NIA had registered a
case on January 10, 2019
against accused Harpal Singh
under various Sections of the
Arms Act, 1959, Maharashtra
Police Act, 1951 and provisions
of the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967.
“Investigation has revealed
that absconding accused
Gurjeet Singh Nijjar was the
main conspirator of this case.
Accused Gurjeet Singh Nijjar,
Harpal Singh and Moin Khan
were active on social media
platforms and hatched a criminal conspiracy to revive Sikh
militancy for ultimate aim of
formation of a separate state of
Khalistan,” the NIA said in a
statement.
During investigation it was
revealed that Nijjar of Pandori
village in Amritsar left India on
October 19, 2017 for Cyprus.
Continued on Page 2
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ather Thomas Kottoor and
F
Sister Sephy, the first and
third accused in the Sister
Abhaya murder case, were on
Wednesday sentenced to life
imprisonment and fines of
C6.5 lakh and C5.5 lakh respectively by K Sanal Kumar, judge
of the Thiruvananthapuram
CBI Special Court.
Though Fr Kottoor was
slapped with double life imprisonment (on charges of murder
and trespass) the punishment
would run concurrently and
hence he need to serve only one
sentence. He has to pay a fine
of C5 lakh on charges of murder, C1 lakh for trespass and
C50,000 for destroying evidence.
The nun Sr Sephy was
awarded life imprisonment and
C5 lakh for charges under murder, seven years rigorous
imprisonment and C50,000 for
destroying evidence.
Though the accused told

the judge that they should be
freed of all charges considering
their advanced age and ailments, they did not get any
concessions. The judge had
made it clear to the prosecution
that since it was not a preplanned murder, the accused
would not be slapped with
death sentence.
Father Kottoor was sent to
Central Jail at Poojappura, a
Thiruvananthapuram suburb
and Sister Sephy to the
Women’s Jail in another suburb
where she would have the
company of Swapna Suresh, the
kingpin of the gold smuggling
case that rocked Kerala politics.
Expressing happiness over
the judgement, Sister Abhaya
Action Council convener
Jomon Puthenpurackal said he
would not rest until the appeals
to be filed by the convicts are
rejected by the higher courts.
The Kottayam Archdiocese
to which the accused belong
issued a media release about
the incident for the first time

since Sister Abhaya was murdered on March 27, 1992. “The
Archdiocese is of the view that
the death of Sister Abhaya is
unfortunate and painful.
Though the charges against
Father Thomas Kottoor and
Sister Sephy who are members
of the Archdiocese are unbelievable we respect the court
verdict. The accused have the
rights for appeal against the
verdict and prove their innocence,” said the release.
According to prosecution,
Kottoor and Poothrikkayil were
having an illicit relationship
with Sephy, also an inmate of
the convent. On the night of
March 27, 1992, Abhaya (21) —
a second year student of the
BCM college, Kottayam, was
staying at St Pius convent —
saw Kottoor and Sephy in a
compromising position, following which the three accused
hacked her with an axe and
threw her into the well, the CBI
had said in its charge sheet.
Varghese P Thomas, the

5PcWTaCW^\Pb:^cc^^aQTX]VQa^dVWc
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^]FTS]TbSPh
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then CBI Deputy SP who was
the first investigation officer of
the case and who had to resign
his job because of severe pressure to write off the case as suicide, said that he was happy
that the accused have been sentenced.
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New Delhi: Principals of
schools in the national Capital
are not in favour of scrapping
nursery admissions for next
year in view of the Covid-19
pandemic even as the
Government maintains that
no final decision has been
taken yet in this regard.
Usually, the process to
enter children in nursery in
around 1,700 schools in Delhi
begins in last week of
November.
The Directorate of
Education (DoE) releases
guidelines and schools are
asked to furnish required information following which the
application process is rolled out
usually in December.
However, there has been
no development on it this year.
According to a senior Delhi
government official, since the

schools have been closed since
nine months due to COVID-19
and will remain closed till a
vaccine is available, a whole
year of online learning for
small children seems unviable.
"The government has
decided that schools will not
reopen in Delhi till a vaccine is
available. Even if they reopen,
pre-primary students will be
the last ones to start going to
school. So, its unviable to enrol
them for an year of online
learning," the official said.
"However, no final decision
has been taken in this regard
and any move will be planned
in consultation with schools
only," the official added.
Reacting to the proposed
idea, Alka Kapur, Principal,
Modern School, Shalimar Bagh
said, "I don’t think it would be
too prudent to cancel nursery

admissions in the coming year.
By getting their children
enrolled in schools, the parents
can, at the very least, introduce
them to formal education. Even
if they cannot attend the
schools physically, they will
have the option to learn
online".
"The pandemic has made it

quite evident that we will be
relying on technology for disseminating education in the
future, and the sooner
children are introduced to this
hybrid way of teaching, the better they will fare in the long
run."
"Also, with the vaccine,
things may begin to improve
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hilanthropist and chairperson of Infosys Foundation,
P
Sudha Murthy gave a pep talk
to the students of Delhi
Government schools during a
Live
Entrepreneurship
Interaction (LEI) session
organised as part of the
Entrepreneurship Mindset
Curriculum (EMC) on
Wednesday.
While interacting with the
students, Murthy said, “True
inspiration comes from within.
You just need to find it in you
first to become a better version
of yourself.” She also advised
the students to always have a
positive attitude in life, and
encouraged them to work hard
with passion in order to achieve
their dreams.
Murthy said, “Be patient
towards your goal and learn

from it instead of being afraid
of failure. My advice to you
children today is to work on
becoming good human beings
and to respect your elders.”
During the interactive session, she shared many interesting anecdotes from her life
with the students who also got
the opportunity to ask her
their questions.
During the session, Delhi
Deputy Chief Minister and
Education Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said that
Murthy has led an extremely
inspiring life.
“Infosys is a big ‘dream’
name for those working in the
IT sector and social entrepreneurship. Because of Sudha
Murthy, talented young minds
are joining the social sector and
serving the country. She’s the
inspiration behind an entire
generation of social entrepreneurs," he added.
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he Maharashtra Government on Wednesday announced that
T
all those people who have returned to the state from the
United Kingdom during the past one month would be examined
medically to detect if they had symptoms of the new strain of
Covid-19 virus.
Talking to media persons here, Maharashtra Health Minister
Rajesh Tope said that the state government would conduct a special survey of incoming passengers who arrived from the UK by
flights at the international airports in Mumbai, Pune and Nagpur,
between November 25 and December 23.
“We have already received a list of the passengers who landed in Mumbai from the UK from the airport health authorities.
We have sent the names of passengers to all districts and municipal corporations for further action,” Tope said.
Tope said that the officials concerned in district and civic
bodies would check the passengers who had arrived in
Maharashtra since November 25 for symptoms and subject them
to the RT-PCR Covid tests on them.
He said that the samples of those detected positive or infected, would be sent to the National Institute of Virology (NIV),
Pune, for genetic testing and ascertaining if it matched the new
Covid-19 virus strain detected in the UK.

9:_XRZTS19?Pb³[PaVTbc´_PachQTPc
From Page 1
The Law Minister said the
BJP (4,23,364 votes) received
more votes in the DDC polls
than the NC (2,22,514), PDP
(56000)
and
the
Congress(1,49382) together.
“Kashmir ghati main
‘kamal’ apne vajood par khila

hai”, said the Law Minister
pointing to three success of the
party in the Kashmir Valley,
including in Srinagar where
Congress State president’s son
lost his election.
The senior BJP leader said
elections are the victory of
people of Kashmir who have
“rendered a resounding slap in
the face of extremists, terrorists,
separatists and their sympathisers”. Prasad pointed out
the success of elections in the
“hotbeds of terrorists” like
Shopian (with 17 per cent voting), Pulwama (7.4 per cent),
Bandipura (51 per cent) and

Gandharbal (43.4 per cent).
Prasad said NC chief
Farooq Abdullah was elected to
the Lok Sabha with only 7 per
cent voting in his LS constituency.
“People have voted for the
development...the change has
been effected following the
abrogation of the Article 370
and Prime Minister Modi saying ‘let us go to the people’”, said
the Law Minister.
“This is a new beginning
that has started with the elections of sarpanchs and now that
of DDC... Kashmir is turning
a new page”, he claimed.

8fa\Rc

From Page 1
“We also accept it (that
democracy has won). When
did we say that we do not trust
democracy? It is another thing
that you do not trust us. We
have been saying this from day
one that we will fight for our
rights but not unlawfully or
unconstitutionally. We are not
for disturbing the atmosphere
in this State, but to make it better,” Omar said.
Omar said the results of the
DDC elections have proved
that the BJP will not be able to
“bury” the NC.
“The next elections in J&K
are very far because of the
defeat of the BJP in this election. I do not think they will
have the Assembly elections
here anytime sooner. If they
believed in democracy, they
would have sounded the bugle
of the Assembly elections,” he
said.
Emotionally surcharged
National Conference (NC)
president Farooq Abdullah in
his brief address to the party
workers said he will not bow
before anyone. Farooq is currently facing an ED probe in
connection with the Jammu
and
Kashmir
Cricket
Association (JKCA) moneylaundering case. Last week,
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From Page 1
“Farmers urge the
Government not to repeat
those meaningless amendments which we have rejected
but come up with a concrete
proposal in writing so that it
can be made an agenda, and
the process of negotiation can
be started as soon as possible,”
stated the letter.
Shiv Kumar Kakka, the
national president, Rashtriya
Kisan Mazdoor Mahasangh,
said farmers urge the
Government to create a conducive atmosphere for a fruitful dialogue as the Supreme
Court had also said that suspend implementation of farm
laws.
Several farmers on
Wednesday also visited Kisan
Ghat to pay tributes to
Chaudhary Charan Singh on
his birth anniversary while a
havan was also performed at
Ghazipur border protest site.
Meanwhile, farmers continued their relay hunger strike on

soon. Imagine if the pandemic begins subsiding by the
June–July 2021, the entire year
would go a waste if the nursery
admissions are cancelled," she
said.
According to Sumedha
Goel, Director, The Shri Ram
Wonder Years, Rohini, scrapping the nursery admissions
may not be a great step.
"The growth of the children can suffer. Giving a halt to
their growth for a year can be
a setback to their holistic development. E-learning has
emerged as the powerful tool to
impact education even during
this pandemic. Our teachers
have various platforms and
methods now to impart knowledge virtually. As per the
response of the parents, the
online methods have so far
been successful," Goel said.

"Therefore, the decision to
not make the children of nursery come to school will be better than scrapping the admissions of nursery," Goel said.
Seema Kaur, Principal,
Pacific World School, said, "It
is not an advisable decision as
doing away with schooling
completely at a foundation
level might only lead to an
increase in the learning gap as
school provides an environment for children to explore,
gain a sense of self, interact and
play with peers and build self
confidence. Also, it is a known
fact that 90 per cent of the
child’s brain develops during
this age group".
"Students who are eligible
to take admission in Nursery in
2021-22 have never been to a
play school and considering the
pandemic it is quite likely that
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essential for the children’s cognitive development and will
lead to substantial gaps.
Secondly, it will be challenging
for the parents to make
arrangements at this time or to
seek education from preschools
with teachers and staff who
may not have the expertise to
provide the children the support and resources that they
need at this stage," he said.
"Thirdly, for the schools, it
will add additional financial
stress. What will the teachers
for these grade levels do? This
is in addition to an already difficult situation where the government has not approved fee
increases in the last 3-4 years,"
added Jain who is also
Chairman of FICCI ARISE, a
collegium of stakeholders
aimed at promoting quality
education.
PTI

The Minister also received
six boxes of letters with signatures of 3,13,363 lakh farmers
from 20 States, including
Punjab through NGO CNRI in
support of the farm laws. Of
these, 12,895 farmers from
Punjab have signed in favour of
the laws, while 1.27 lakh such
farmers are from Haryana.
Minister of State for
Agriculture Kailash Chaudhary
and Agriculture Secretary
Sanjay Aggarwal were also present in the meet.
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These are CSIR-Institute of
Genomics and Integrative
Biology, Delhi; CSIR-Centre
for Cellular and Molecular
Biology, Hyderabad; DBTInstitute of Life Sciences,
Bhubaneswar; DBT-InStemNCBS, Bangalore, DBTNational
Institute
of
Biomedical Genomics, Kalyani,
National Institute of Virology,
Pune.
More such designated labs
would increase over time and
their details would be shared
with the States/UTs, said the
Ministry’s statement.
Gauri Agarwal, founder of
the Genestrings Diagnostic
Center, which is handling coronavirus testing of all passengers
at the IGI airport, said that 11
passengers on four flights from
the UK were found positive for
COVID-19 when tested on
arrival at the Delhi airport.
Agarwal also said 50 passengers
of the aforementioned four
flights have been put under
institutional quarantine.
“Testing was done comprehensively, as directed, irrespective of any existing reports
or exemptions. A total of 950+
inbound passengers from
London were tested at our lab
at T3 terminal, IGI (Indira
Gandhi International) Airport
and 11 of them tested positive,”
Agar wal explained. On
Tuesday, at least 20 passengers
from the UK were reported to
have tested positive for
COVID-19 at various airports
across the country, including
Delhi,
Kolkata
and
Ahmedabad.
Following the declaration
of the new strain, India on
December 21 had suspended
flights from UK from
December 25 while tightening
the RT-PCR norms. The new
variant is said to be 70 per cent
more transmissible than earlier versions of the coronavirus,
as has also been pointed out by
the latest Standard Operating
Procedure issued by the Union
Health Ministry. On Tuesday
itself, 22 people -- including six
from Delhi -- tested positive for
the virus, and their samples
were sent for genome sequencing.
Dr Anurag Agarwal, director of the Institute of Genomics
and Integrative Biology (IGIB),
one of the CSIR labs sequencing Sars-CoV-2 genomes said
though the virus has found to
be more transmissible, what

brings relief is that the transmission could occur only if
people were not wearing
masks.
He said that some Reverse
Transcription-Polymerase
Chain Reaction (RT-PCR) kits
that use the particular gene
where the mutation has happened for detecting virus may
give out false negatives. “We
need to recalibrate our tests.
The -PCR usually uses two
genes to detect the presence of
the virus, we might not insist
on a double gene positive to
give a positive report,” said
Agarwal.
If precautions are not followed, the new variant may
lead to super spreading events,
the WHO too has indicated.
“We have had a much
higher (contamination rate) at
different points in this pandemic and we’ve got it under
control,” WHO’s emergencies
chief Michael Ryan said.
Dr Shahid Jameel, virologist and director of Trivedi
School of Biosciences at
Ashoka University, opined that
“it is likely that the new variant may have already come to
India, you will find it only if
you are looking for it. This is
the reason why we need to scale
up the number of genomic
sequencing that we are doing.
India has the second highest
number of Covid-19 cases in
the world and it is likely that
some variant like it might have
generated within the country
too.”
NITI Aayog member Dr
VK Paul said at a presser
recently that India will use its
network of laboratories under
the Indian Council of Medical
Research, Department of
Biotechnology, and Council of
Scientific and Industrial
Research to sequence more
samples, especially from the
travellers from UK who test
positive.
“Our labs have been asked
to prioritise the recent virus
samples and send them for
genetic sequencing. The ICMR,
CSIR, and DBT labs have been
doing it so far but it will be
scaled up. The positive specimen from passengers from
UK in the last few days will also
be sequenced,” he said.
Dr Agarwal added, “The
vaccine produces many antibodies and even if some do not
bind, the vaccine remains effective. Other than that, there is Tcell immunity that is generic
and a mutation in the binding
site does not change that.”

Singhu, Auchandi, Piau
Maniyari, and Mangesh borders are also closed and commuters have been advised to
take routes through the
Lampur, Safiabad and Saboli
toll tax borders.
Police said as traffic has
been diverted from Mukarba

and the GTK road, people are
suggested to avoid Outer Ring
Road, the GTK road and
National Highway (NH) 44.
Those travelling to
Haryana can go through the
Jharoda (only single carriageway), Daurala, Kapashera,
Badusarai, Rajokri NH-8,

Bijwasan-Bajghera, Palam
Vihar and Dundahera borders.
According to the traffic
police, Tikri, Dhansa and
Ghazipur borders are also
closed for traffic but the
Jhatikara border was open only
for two-wheelers and pedestrians.
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Investigation further
revealed that as part of the conspiracy of separate “Khalistan
State” accused Gurjeet Singh
Nijjar, accused Harpal Singh
and accused Moin Khan used
to post videos and images containing praises of militant Jagtar
Singh Hawara (a convicted
accused in assassination of
Beant Singh, former Chief
Minister of Punjab), images
and videos of Operation Blue
Star of 1984 and pro-Khalistani
posts related to proscribed
organisation Babbar Khalsa
International (BKI) with sole
intention to motivate likeminded Sikh youths and others to join the Khalistan “movement”, it further said.
Investigation further
revealed that Moin Khan was
in Tihar jail from 2013 to 2016
and during this period he
developed contact with Jagtar
Singh Hawara, and shown his
willingness to work for him and
shared his contact number
with him. Subsequently, as

planned, Khan sent friend
request to Facebook ID
“Khalistani
Jindabad
Khalistan” from his Facebook
account. By joining this
Facebook account, Moin Khan
came in contact with Harpal
Singh and Gurjeet Singh Nijjar,
it said.
Accused Gurjeet Singh
Nijjar motivated Khan by discussing about atrocities committed against the Muslims
and Sikhs in India and convinced him to work for separate
‘Khalistan State’. In furtherance
of conspiracy, accused Gurjeet
Singh Nijjar directed Khan to
purchase a pistol and ammunition in 2018 and to carry out
their nefarious designs, it said.
On May 23, 2019, the NIA
had filed the charge sheet in the
NIA Special Court against
wanted accused Gurjeet Singh
Nijjar, accused Harpal Singh,
Moin Khan and Sundar Lal
Parashar.
Accordingly, a Look-Out
Circular (LOC) was issued
against him.

the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) attached assets worth Rs
11.86 crore of Farooq in connection with the JKCA scam.
In Jammu, BJP’s DDC polls
in-charge Anurag Thakur said
the election results are a befitting reply to Mehbooba Mufti
who had refused to unfurl the
Tricolour. “Independent candidates have polled more votes
than the Congress and the
PDP. The same Mehbooba
Mufti who’d refused to unfurl
the Tricolour has got a befitting
reply today,” Anurag Thakur
said.
In Srinagar, PDP president
Mehbooba Mufti accused the
Government of India and BJP
of “terrorising her family” in
the name of investigations stating that BJP must fight her
politically and not involve her
family, friends and party colleagues in the “battle.”
Addressing a press conference at her Gupkar residence,
Mehbooba said that today’s
press conference may be her
last one given the BJP’s
approach and the way agencies
like “CBI, NIA and ED are
being used against her.”
“Irony is that these agencies
that are supposed to probe
cases of sensitive order are
probing where from PDP got
money for Late Mufti
Muhammad Sayeed’s grave-

yard at Anantnag. Not just
this, they are investigating my
mother’s bank accounts and
have sought property details of
my sister, who is a doctor by
profession,” the PDP chief said.
In an obvious reference to
the BJP, she said that GoI
should fight her politically.
“The BJP won’t gain anything
by using agencies against me.
If they want to face me, they
should fight me politically,”
she said, adding the poll result
has shown that people have
rejected the abrogation of
Article 370.

Wednesday against the new
farm laws.
Sheoraj Singh, president
of Bharatiya Kisan Union (Lok
Shakti), camping at the Dalit
Prerna Sthal in Noida, on
Wednesday wrote a letter in
blood to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, demanding
the repeal of the three new
farm laws that have stoked
protests by farmers’ unions in
north India.
“Take back the agriculture
bill, make law to ensure guarantee on minimum support
price (MSP) and form a kisan
aayog (farmers commission),”
he wrote in the letter.
Traffic remained disrupted
in bordering areas of the
national Capital as protest by
farmers entered 28th day.
The Delhi Traffic Police
said the Chilla and Ghazipur
borders are closed for traffic
coming from Noida and
Ghaziabad to Delhi. It advised
people to take alternative route
for coming to Delhi via Anad
Vihar, DND, Apsara and
Bhopra borders.

they have not developed the
social and emotional skills that
a child of grade nursery has."
"Hence, it will be extremely challenging for students to
adapt to the school environment when schools open physically. Even if schools open
physically by July, effective
online classes will bridge the
learning gap and will help the
students of Nursery to be ready
for school,” she said.
Manit Jain, Co-founder of
The Heritage Schools, believes
it will be extremely traumatic
for the families who have children going to nursery next year
as they will have to rely on pre
schools or take the decision of
providing no education to their
children for the a year.
"A gap in the child’s education is not recommended at
this stage, as it is absolutely
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elhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Wednesday
D
reviewed the ambitious Health
Information Management
System (HIMS) project and
directed the officials to ensure
that the distribution of the
health cards is started at the
earliest so that the citizens can
take benefits of the healthcare
delivery process.
“The HIMS will be implemented by August 2021 in all
the Delhi Government hospitals. The system seeks to target
the healthcare delivery process.
All the patient care services,
hospital administration, budgeting and planning, supply
chain management, and backend services and processes will
be brought under the system.
As far as the deployment model
is concerned, the entire system

will be on the cloud and digitized,” a senior Government
official said.
“The move will enable the
citizens to avail information on
one platform, which will help
them in emergency cases. With
this, Delhi will become the only
state to have a cloud-based
health management system.
This facility will also be extended to private hospitals in the
future,” the official said.
The meeting was also
attended by Health and Family
Welfare Minister Satyendar
Jain and other health departmental officials to discuss the
progress of HIMS project, ehealth card, and health
helpline. Apprising the CM
regarding the progress of the
project, the department officials said that the work is being
done as per schedule. The vendor will be selected by February

2021 and the system will be
implemented by August 2021.
The CM directed the concerned authorities to ensure
that the project is finalized by
the middle of next year (2021).
Health Minister Satyendar Jain
also expressed satisfaction over
the speedy work done by the
health department on HIMS, e-

health card, and health helpline
and instructed the department
to complete the same within
the time frame.
The health officials gave a
presentation for the implementation of HIMS and issuing of the e-health cards. Under
HIMS, various features such as
a web portal, mobile app, etc

will be launched to store a database of the health information
of the residents of Delhi.
A health department official said, "Around 46 companies participated in the pre-bid
conference of HIMS, while 37
companies showed interest in
the conference. “At the same
time, 25 companies have procured RFP while some more
companies are in the process.
About 1239 questions were
received from 27 companies till
4 PM on 8th December 2020.
Three companies submitted
their questions after the expiry
of the deadline, while 916
questions came from six companies. NIT/RFP was issued on
11th November for selection of
managed service provider for
bid process management under
Delhi HIMS project.”
“The pre-bid meeting took
place on 21st December, the

last date for submission of bids
and bid evaluation is 19th
January 2021, while the vendor
selection process is 20th
February 2021. The selected
service provider company will
maintain MIMS till January
2026,” he added.
The Delhi government will
also be issuing an e-health
card to the people, which will
be a QR based card to identify and track demographic and
basic clinical details of every
patient. Through the card, the
residents of Delhi will be
mapped for all eligible schemes
and programs.
All family members will be
mapped through e-health card
for health plans and programs.
Integration with HIMS will be
done for seamless information exchange. Physical cards
with QR codes will be distributed to each person after phys-

ical verification. Also, a provision will be made for issuing
modified or duplicate cards at
the request of the people.
A centralized centre will be
set up at two levels to implement the scheme. In the first
level, the centre operator will
receive people's calls and messages. The CRM will be able to
assess the tax case and resolve
it and tell the concerned available healthcare staff, he said.
“The operator will give the
relevant information to the
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am Aadmi Party (AAP)
A
national spokesperson
Raghav Chadha on Wednesday
said that the AAP will extend
support to those farmers who
have decided to approach the
court against BJP leaders following “obscene” remarks and
relentless “abuses” against
farmers.
Chadha said, “The three
black farm laws have the
propensity to destroy the lives
and livelihoods of our farmers,
who have been fighting for justice, for their rights for several weeks now. Their collective
sorrow and pain is for everyone
to see. In order to make themselves heard, they marched
towards Delhi, only to be
stopped at the borders, only to
be insulted, abused and
maligned.”
“The powers that be treated our farmers as an
enemy of the state; they
hurled tear gas at our
farmers, they used
water cannons, farmers
were even lathicharged, trenches were
built too, but our brave
farmers
reached
Singhu, they reached Tikri,
and continued with their
peaceful movement,” he said.
Talking about the farmers
rights and how all they ask
from the Centre is to lend a
sympathetic ear, to show some
empathy, he said “The farmers
have been requesting the Modi
government to listen to them,
but in turn were abused. BJP
ministers, elected representatives, leaders have used only
filthy and foul language to
describe the farmers,"
"The BJP leaders further
said the farmers are agents of
China and Pakistan; they said
the farmers’ movement is being
funded by Canada and
Pakistan, they said our farmers
are terrorists, goondas, they
even called our farmers ‘dalaal’.
It is evident that the entire BJP
is categorically and strategically working to destroy and discredit the farmer movement
with their relentless abuse,” he
added.
Elaborating upon how the
AAP has always stood for the
farmers and their movement,
the senior leader said, “The
AAP refused to convert nine
stadiums into temporary jails.
CM Arvind KejriwalJi was put

under immense pressure to
follow through with this, but he
put his foot down, and did not
convert any stadium into jails."
"The AAP takes a pledge to
provide all aid, help, assistance
to aggrieved farmers who want
to move court against BJP
leaders for their libelous, slanderous and defamator y
remarks against protesting
farmers,” he said.
Chadha then went on to
name over 20 leaders associated with the Bharatiya Janata
Party, who’ve allegedly used
unparliamentary language and
hurled filthy abuses at the
farmers.
For instance, he said
"Union Minister Piyush Goyal
had said that the farmers movement was no longer that of the
farmers but of the Left and
Maoists. The Union Minister
had also alleged that antinational activities were happening at the protest
site, with demands to
release certain people
from jail.
"BJP MP Giriraj
Singh had alleged that
foreign forces had
entered the farmers’
movement and posters
of Khalistan were being put up
at the movement site," he said.
"Ramesh Bhiduri had
alleged that the farmers’ movement was being funded by
Canada and Pakistan. BJP MP
Manoj Tiwari had said that the
‘tukde-tukde gang was turning
the farmers’ movement into
another Shaheen Bagh.
Har yana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar had
alleged that they have reports
of ‘Khalistani presence in the
farmers’ protest," he said.
Explaining it further,
Chadha said "Union Minister
Ravi Shankar Prasad had
alleged that the ‘Tukde-Tukde
gang is behind the farmers’
protest. Anil Sharma, Uttar
Pradesh Environment Minister,
had allegedly used the term
‘goondas’ for protesting farmers in UP."
"I would urge BJP leaders
to take a long hard look at the
faces of each farmer. The wrinkles on their face will tell you
how hard they work, sowing
their land with blood and
sweat; their bent shoulders will
show you how hard he ploughs
their land. It is because of
their hard work that food
reaches your plates," he said.

inister of Health and
Family Welfare Satyendar
Jain said that the positivity rate
in Delhi has been the lowest in
the last eight months and more
than 80,000 samples are being
tested every day for the
Covid-19.
Jain said that Delhi has
seen less than 1000 cases in the
last three days and 80000 tests
are being conducted daily and
the bed occupancy has
reduced. “Delhi has the lowest
positivity rate in the entire
country. Around 82000 tests
were conducted on Tuesday,
December 22, and only 2800
beds are occupied whereas 50
per cent of ICU beds are available,” he said.
The health minister said
that the Delhiites have diligently followed all precautions,
which is why Delhi has been
able to get the virus under control. Jain further said that while
the strain is contagious the only
way to protect oneself from any
infection is by wearing a mask

and taking all proper precautions.
Jain said that there were
939 positive cases in Delhi on
Tuesday and the positivity rate
was at 1.14 per cent. Positivity
rate has been continuously
declining and is the lowest in
eight months. Around 82000
tests were conducted on
Tuesday, December 22, and
only 2800 beds are occupied
whereas 50 per cent of ICU
beds are available, he said.
About the preparedness of
Delhi to roll out the vaccine, he

said that all necessary requirements are being met, and that
the Delhi government is only
waiting for the vaccine. “In the
first phase of the roll-out,
healthcare and frontline workers, people aged above 50 years
and people with medical complications under 50 years of age
will get vaccinated,” he said.
The aim is to eradicate the
virus; hence it is being rolled
out to the vulnerable sections
first. Commenting on the new
strain of the virus in the UK, he
said, adding that the Delhi
government is aware and is
tracing and testing all those
who travelled to Delhi from the
UK in the past two weeks.
Jain
said,
“Delhi
Government is aware and all
the people who have travelled
from the UK to Delhi in the
past two weeks will be traced,
tested and advised quarantine.”
“Delhi is all prepared for
the roll-out of the vaccine.
Training of the medical staff,
storage is all being done. All we
are waiting for is the vaccine to
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he Delhi Police has registered a First Information
T
Report (FIR) in the southeast
Delhi's Sarita Vihar Police
Station after a woman lodged
a complaint against a man
who was her tenant. The
woman said that her tenant
allegedly pressurised to marry
her without revealing his actual identity and later ended up
raping her.
The woman in her complaint alleged that, a man
named Sahib Ali (20), who was
staying as a tenant in her
house made physical relation
with the victim against her
wishes.
She in her complaint stated that the accused did not
reveal his real identity and
introduced himself as Rahul
and proposed her for marriage
after the duo became friends.
“The accused married her
and later forced her to convert
into his religion. She further
alleged that Hazisunnala, the
father of Sahib Ali alias Rahul
also touched her inappropriately and attempted sexual
assault on her,” as per her
complaint.

“On December 21, one
woman, a resident of Sangam
Vihar came to the police station and handed over her complaint to Sarita Vihar Police
Station,” said a senior police
official.
“It is alleged that one person namely Sahib Ali alias
Rahul was staying as a tenant
in her house. Both developed
friendship. One day he took
her to Ali Vihar where she met
his father, mother, brother,
sister and brother in law. A few
days later, she was taken to his
parents' house where he made
physical relation with her
against her wishes,” he said,
adding that the woman's medical examination has been conducted.
“Based on the woman's
complaint, an FIR was registered at Sarita Vihar Police
Station under Indian Penal
Code (IPC) sections 376
(rape), 366 (kidnapping,
abducting or inducing woman
to compel her marriage), 354
(assault or criminal force to
woman with intent to outrage
her
modesty),
406
(Punishment for criminal
breach of trust) and 34 (common intention),” said the
senior police official.
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espite the lockdown in
view of the Covid-19 panD
demic, the Gurugram police
have recorded a reduction in
crime of only around 37 per
cent till December 23, 2020.
This was by official crime
data released by the city police
on Wednesday.
This year 3,889 cases of
murder, dacoity, house theft,
simple theft, fighting/snatching
and vehicle theft were registered as against 6,161 cases
reported in 2019, as per the
police data.
The figure of the cases of
crime against women and children yet to be released by the
city police.
As per the data this year
around 84 cases of murder was
registered at different police
stations in Gurugram of which
64 cases have been solved. Last
year around 103 murder cases
were reported.
Similarly, 11 cases of

dacoity were reported in 2020
and the cops claimed that all of
these have been sorted out. In
the previous year, around 17
cases of such crime were
reported in Gurugram.
Also, this year the police
have registered 322 cases of
house theft. Out of these cases
121 have been solved. Last
year 569 cases of house theft
were registered in the city.
Moreover, in the present
year around 787 instances of
simple theft were reported in
Gurugram. Out of these 249
cases have been solved, claimed
the Gurugram police. Last year
the figure for such cases was
1,252.
Likewise, 41 cases of
snatching were reported in the
current year and 29 have been
disposed off by the cops.
In 2019, around 136 cases
of snatching were registered in
the city.
Meanwhile, this year 2,658
instances of vehicle theft were
reported in Gurugram of which
537 have been resolved. In the

previous year around 4,048
such crimes were registered in
Gurugram, the police said.
Besides this, the city police
have busted around 62 gangs
involved in several organised
crimes according to an official.
Officials said that these
gangs were specialized in murder, vehicle lifting, robbery,
snatching, ATM theft and theft.
The cops have also made
recoveries of around Rs 1, 80,
96,649 from their possession.
The police have arrested
159 members of various gangs
and have solved around 293
cases. Out of these 62 gangs, 20
gangs were involved in vehicle
theft and the police have recovered more than Rs 46 lakh from
their possessions, the police
said.
Apart from this, the district
police have also nabbed 34
wanted criminals on which a
bounty of Rs 5,000 to 2 lakh
was fixed on their arrest by the
Haryana police.
Also, this year the
Gurugram police had nabbed

10 criminals who were involved
in heinous cases after an
encounter. Along with this the
cops have also arrested 368 proclaimed offenders, 93 bail
jumpers and 1 parole jumper
this year so far.
"From the beginning of
the year the crime branch units
of the Gurugram police started to keep vigil on these gangs
and with joint efforts of the
police station teams and crime
branch units these gangs were
arrested.
The cracking of so many
gangs will surely help in curbing crime volume in the city.
This is a routine process and
teams of crime branch will keep
on tracking the bursting
of such gangs,” said KK Rao,
commissioner of Gurugram
police.
The commissioner further
said that the crime branch
units have also managed to
arrest more than ten members
of the city's most wanted criminal Sube gang after an
encounter this year so far”.
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be handed over. In the first
phase, health workers, frontline
workers, people above the age
of 50 years and those who are
under 50 but have some medical complication will be vaccinated,” he said.
The aim of the vaccine is
not protecting the one individual who has been vaccinated. The aim is to eradicate the
virus. If we roll it out to the vulnerable sections, there is a
possibility that we might be
able to achieve that," said Jain
when enquired about the preparedness of Delhi and the rollout process.
Commenting on the new
strain and guidelines to be
issued, he said, “The strain is
contagious according to scientists. However the scientists,
ICMR are still working on
finding out the intricacies. I
would like to explain that coronavirus mutates with time. It is
my request to the people to be
careful. No matter the strain,
the only way to protect oneself
is by wearing the mask when
stepping out.”

caller and finally the report will
be made. In the second level,
the Delhi government doctors
and an expert will give the
patients an appointment to
meet after receiving the message. If the case is an emergency, they will immediately
accept the calls of the patients,
to resolve their issues. If
required, they will contact specialized doctors for any disease.
It will then update the patient
on the CRM by giving information,” he added.

he Delhi Government is
launching a start-up policy to help students who have
excellent ideas and want to
start their own businesses,
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Wednesday.
Addressing the convocation ceremony of Ambedkar
University, the Chief Minister
wished the students luck for a
bright future ahead.
Kejriwal informed the students about the various policies of the Government to aid
students in various fields.
"Everybody should have
the target of being a job
provider. It is important to get
a job for the initial few years
to gain experience but you
should think about creating
jobs for the people and youth
of the country," he said.
Addressing the students
and the faculty of the AUD,
Kejriwal said, "Being awarded
with a degree is a very significant event in a person's life.
It is when a person transitions
from one phase to another
from a student's life to somebody who is more responsible,
who will look for a job earn
well to support their families

and have a family of his own.
"This is a very important
transition. In the coming
times, the students passing out
of this university and other
colleges and universities have
to bear the responsibility of
the nation in different fields.
I am sure out of the students
passing out today, those who
wish to go for higher studies
can avail the scheme of the
Delhi government, where the
government offers loans to the
students who have financial
difficulty," he said.
Kejriwal said, "The students who would want to get
into business now or after few
months, I would want to tell
them that we are bringing a
start up policy to aid you all.
I know many students who
want to do business, they
have excellent business ideas,
but they do not now how to
take the first step, who to take
advice from and how to
arrange for finances and loans.
"We are bringing a comprehensive startup policy for
such students. We will provide
legal and technical guidance
and aid the students in getting
loans and subsidies to help
them implement a business
idea," said the CM.
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n a big push for education of
students belonging to
IScheduled
Caste, the Union
Cabinet on Wednesday
approved C59,000 crore post
matric scholarship for next
five years.
The Cabinet meeting
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi estimated that
this mega scholarship scheme
will benefit more than four
crore students for continuing
their education from class 11.
The Central Government will
spend 60% of the programme
which is estimated at C35,534
crore. The rest will be provided by the State Government.
“This replaces the existing
‘committed liability’ system
and brings greater involvement of the Central Govt in
this crucial scheme,” the Union
Cabinet said in a statement.
Detailing the scheme,
Social
Justice
and
Empowerment Minister
Thawarchand Gehlot said that
as per the estimates, around
1.36 crore poor students from
SC community could not continue their education beyond
class 10 due to poverty.
“The
Post
Matric
Scholarship scheme for
Scheduled Caste students
allows students to pursue any
post-matric course starting
from class 11 and onwards,
with the Government providing the cost of education. The
focus of the scheme would be
on enrolling the poorest students, timely payments, comprehensive accountability, continuous monitoring and total

transparency,” said Gehlot.
“A campaign will be
launched to enroll the students, from the poorest households passing the 10th standard, in the higher education
courses of their choice. It is estimated that 1.36 crore such
poorest students, who are currently not continuing their
education beyond 10th standards would be brought into
the higher education system in
the next 5 years.
The scheme will be run on
an online platform with robust
cyber security measures that
would assure transparency,
accountability, efficiency, and
timely delivery of the assistance
without any delays,” said the
Minister.
The States will verify the
eligibility, caste status, Aadhar
identification and bank account
details of the applicants on the
online portal. Transfer of financial assistance to the students
under the scheme shall be on
DBT mode, and preferably
using the Aadhar enabled payment system, said Government
in a statement detailing the
mega scheme. Starting from
2021-22, the central share
(60%) in the scheme would be
released on DBT mode directly into the bank accounts of the
students as per fixed time
schedule, after ensuring that the
concerned State Government
has released their share.
The monitoring mechanism will be further strengthened through the conduct of
social audits, annual third party
evaluation, and half-yearly selfaudited reports from each institution said the statement.

mid farmers protest over
the farm laws which enters
29 days, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will release the
next tranche of PM-KISAN the
direct cash-transfer scheme
,making payments worth
C18,000 crore to more than 9
crore farmers.
The PM will also virtually
interact with some farmers
drawn from six different States
on Christmas Day, which is also
the birth anniversary of former
PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee.
According to Union
Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar, over two crore
farmers have registered themselves for this online event in
which PM Modi will be chief
guest.
“PM Narendra Modi will
release the next installment of
financial benefit under PM
KISAN Samman Nidhi (PMKISAN) on December 25 via
video conferencing. PM will

enable the transfer of more
than C18,000 crores to more
than 9 crores beneficiary farmer
families,” the PMO said.
The PM’s outreach comes
even as farmer unions urged the
Centre to “abandon its stubbornness” and take the discussion forward with an “open
mind and neat intention”.
According to officials, the
Prime Minister will most likely ask farmers impromptu questions on how they have benefited from the scheme and “take
a briefing from them on what
they are growing and what else
they want to see done for them
ahead of the budget”, the official
said. “The farmers will share
their experiences with PMKISAN and also on various
other initiatives taken by the
Government for the welfare of
farmers. Union Agriculture
Minister will also be present on
the occasion”, an official said.
According to Tomar, the
Government had earlier expected to enroll 14 crore farmers

under the scheme but only 11.4
crore listed so far. He thanks
banks for bringing more farmers under the Kisan Credit
Card scheme coverage during
the coronavirus pandemic. “I
would also like to thank banks,
as they brought more than 1
crore farmers under Kisan
Credit Card cover during the
pandemic and gave farmers Rs
1 lakh crores in the last 8
months,” Tomar stated.
“Through various schemes,
we will fill all gaps in the agriculture sector, which will benefit farmers and ensure they get
the right price...Even during
COVID-19 pandemic, we saw
that work related to farming and
agriculture wasn’t affected,” he
added.
Under PM-Kisan, the
Government provides income
support of C6,000 a year to
farmers with a valid enrolment,
paid in three equal cash transfers of C2,000 — one every four
months. It was launched on
February 24, 2019.
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he National Cooperative
Development Corporation
T
(NCDC) has joined hands with
Bangaluru-based Swami
Vivekananda
Yoga
Anusandhana Samsthana (SVYASA) university to inculcate
habit of yoga among people by
helping cooperatives to set up
yoga wellness centres and
naturopathy facilities across
the country.
The move comes two
months after the NCDC under
the Union Agriculture Minister
launched Ayushman Sahakar, a
scheme aiming to involve cooperatives in creating healthcare infrastructure that include
wellness centres, Ayush,
homoeopathy, drug manufacturing, drug testing, Ayurveda
massage centres, and drug
stores besides medical education initiatives.
While S-VYASA will provide technical help, the NCDC
will make available working
capital and margin money to
meet operational requirements
to the interested cooperatives
for setting yoga wellness centres.

Speaking on the occasion
after the pact was inked online,
Union Minister for AYUSH,
Shripad Yesso Nayak said that
the initiative would benefit
people in the rural areas. He
observed that his Ministry supports such initiatives aimed at
strengthening efforts in Indian
health systems, including yoga,
a global movement.
Parshottam Rupala, Union
Minister of State for
Agriculture felt that a new
dimension has been added by
NCDC to expand the welfare
programmes for farmers under
the NCDC Ayushman Sahakar
scheme. He hoped that yoga
wellness centres would make a
good business model for cooperatives to strengthen the
healthcare delivery system in
rural areas.
Sundeep Nayak, MD of
NCD C said that the

Ayushman Sahakar scheme
with an outlay of Rs.10,000
crore aims at extending financial support to cooperatives.
“The scheme has a comprehensive and holistic approach
to finance healthcare infrastructure and services. It covers hospitals, healthcare infrastructure, medical education,
nursing education, paramedical education, drugs manufacturing, digital health, laboratory services, health insurance and Indian traditional
medical systems like
Ayurveda, Yoga, Naturopathy,
Unani,
Siddha
and
Homeopathy.”
Guruji
Nagendra,
Chancellor of S-VYASA said
that a new dimension would
be explored through cooperatives across the country.
The MoU also aims to
promote skilling of students or
alumni of S-VYASA through
internship opportunities
offered by NCDC under its
scheme Sahakar Mitra, Nayak
added. The NCDC set up
under the Ministr y of
Agriculture has, till date since
it was set up in 1963, financed
various cooperative initiatives
aggregating C1.57-lakh crore.
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s the impasse persists at the
Line
of
Actual
A
Control(LAC)in Ladakh, Army
Chief General M M Naravane
on Wednesday toured forward
areas there to review operational preparedness. He also
took stock of the ground situation as more than one lakh
troops from India and China
are in a stand-off for the last
nine months.
With several rounds of
military and diplomatic level
talks so far having failed to end
the tension, the Indian army
has made preparations for long
haul during the winter months.
Not willing to take any chances,
additional troops trained in
mountain warfare are also positioned at strategic locations all
along the 1,700 km long LAC
in Ladakh sector.
In this backdrop, the Army
chief visited forward areas and
reviewed the ground situation
along the South bank of
Pangong Tso where Indian
Army had dominated several
unoccupied peaks on the
Indian side of the LAC in the
end of August.
“Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) visited forward areas
of Fire and Fury Corps including Rechin La and undertook
a first-hand assessment of the
situation along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC),” the
Army said. Naravane also
undertook on the spot inspection of the state of habitat of
troops on the forward line of
defences at Rechin La.
The Army has ensured
that enough prefabricated and
heated huts are supplied to the
forward areas in Ladakh to
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enable the troops to withstand
the harsh winters. Mercury
has already dipped to minus
ten and will plunge to minus
20 to 25 in the coming weeks.
In addition, sufficient
stocks of winter clothing are in
the stores at Leh and other key
locations to provide comfortable and functional special
clothes to the troops.
During the one day visit to
the Leh based 14 Corps,
Naravane also visited forward
base Tara and interacted with
the local commanders and
troops. He was briefed on the
operational situation by the 14
Corps Commander, Lt General
PGK Menon.
Incidentally, the Army
chief ’s visit came days after the
sixth round of diplomatic level
talks between India and China
last week. There was no breakthrough but both the sides
agreed to continue dialogue for
speedy disengagement of
troops from the LAC.
The two delegations also
agreed to soon hold the ninth
round of Corps Commander
level talks between the two
armies. The last round was
held on November 6. However,
those talks also did not yield
positive results.
Sources said the Army
Chief reached Ladakh at 8:30
am on a day-long visit with an
aim to review the ground sit-

uation in the region that is
experiencing harsh winter.
The army said Naravane
interacted with the troops
deployed in forward areas and
exhorted them to continue
working with the same “zeal
and enthusiasm”. He also distributed sweets and cakes
ahead of Christmas.
Around three-and-half
months ago, Indian troops
had occupied a number of
strategic heights in the
Mukhpari, Rechin La and
Magar hill areas around the
southern bank of the Pangong
lake in eastern Ladakh after the
Chinese People’s Liberation
Army attempted to intimidate
them in the area on the intervening night of August 29 and
30.
“General MM Naravane
#COAS undertook on the spot
inspection of the state of #habitat of troops on the forward
line of defences at #RechinLa.
He appreciated the efforts
made by the formation to
make troops comfortable along
the #LAC,” the Army said in
another tweet.
The militar y face-off
erupted on May 5 following
violent clashes between the
Indian army and the PLA in
the Pangong lake area. The
clashes were followed by a
similar incident in North
Sikkim on May 9.
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aga insurgent group
NSCN-K, led by militant
N
Niki Sumi, on Wednesday
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espite Covid-19 restrictions and the risk of aniD
mal to human disease transmission, illegal wildlife trade on
social media networks continue to flourish, researchers
noted after analyzing around
20,000 posts on Faceboook on
wild pet trade.
Ringing alarm bells, the
researchers from Oxford
Brookes University and the
University of Western Australia
have called for increased vigilance on social media sites in
order to curb potential extinctions and reduce the risk of
pandemics.
The researchers had examined advertisements on
Facebook in Brazil and
Indonesia. They found thousands of posts advertising wild
animals, with a potential audience of over 200,000 people.
“Indeed, only 0.44 per cent of
over 20,000 online wildlife
trade advertisements had any
Covid-19-related content,” said
the researchers in the study
published in journal of
Environmental Research.
Co-author Anna Nekaris,
Professor
of
Primate
Conservation at Oxford Brookes

University said: “We anticipated that we would see many posts
mentioning Covid-19 regarding
the potential dangers of wildlife
trade or using it as a reason for
a temporary cessation of sales.
Instead, advertisements mentioning Covid-19 often stimulated wildlife trade, suggesting
the pandemic was a great time
to buy an exotic pet for companionship, for example.”
Strikingly, they found that
no traders or consumers discussed the role of wildlife trade
in spreading diseases. Instead,
discounts were given, home
delivery services were provided,
and customers encouraged to
spend larger amounts of time
due to lockdown with the animals.
Co-author Thais Morcatty,
at Oxford Brookes University,
said, “clandestine markets often
expand to supply the demand
that still exists and in that case,
not only does wildlife trade
continue, monitoring it
becomes nearly impossible.”
In India too, the situation is
not very encouraging as has
been found by a study conducted by TRAFFIC, a wildlife
trade monitoring network. It
found a significant increase in
reported poaching of wild ani-

mals in India during the lockdown period. “Species are being
systematically wiped out by
organised trade networks, with
new poaching techniques and
trade routes emerging faster
than we can respond to them.
The pandemic, which is an
important example of the negative repercussions of this
exploitative trade, hasn’t
deterred wildlife traders and
this is only exacerbated by the
increased demand for
Traditional Chinese Medicines
(TMC).
“Many of the highest trafficked species are reptiles and
amphibians like the tokay
gecko, spiny-tailed lizard, tortoises and freshwater turtles,
with data on this trade yet to be
quantified,” said Trisha Ghose,
project director, The Habitats
Trust, an NGO working for
protection and conservation of
habitats and their indigenous
species.
In fact, in the midst of pandemic, in June the Union
Environment Ministry issued
an advisory saying people
importing “exotic live species”
will have to make a voluntary
disclosure following global concern about illegal wildlife trade
and zoonotic diseases.

announced a ceasefire and said
that it has contacted the central
Government for initiating peace
dialogue. The NSCN-K had
signed a ceasefire with the
Centre in 2001 but unilaterally
abrogated it in 2015 when the
then ‘chairman’ of the group, S
S Khaplang, was alive. Sumi is
the prime accused in the killing
of 18 Indian Army soldiers in
Manipur in 2015 and the
National Investigation Agency
had announced a reward of C10
lakh for his head.
In a statement, Sumi said
the NSCN-K has been striving
all these years to achieve an
honourable and acceptable
political solution to the Naga
issue and the group is also conscious of the overwhelming
sentiments among the Naga
people for an early solution to
this long standing matter. It said
that the NSCN-K is aware of the
“sincere and genuine efforts”
made by the central govern-

ment in the recent past to find
a final and lasting solution to
the Naga issue with the involvement of all the stakeholders.
“Therefore NSCN has
resolved to strengthen and support the peace process at this
crucial juncture. Our leaders
have established contact with
the officials of Government of
India in this connection. To
facilitate the process and keeping in view the desire of the
Naga people particularly Naga
civil society organisations and
NGOs, the NSCN has further
decided to revive the ceasefire
with immediate effect by revoking the earlier decision of unilateral abrogation of the ceasefire in 2015,” the statement
said.
The other dominant group
- the NSCN-IM - had entered
into a ceasefire agreement with
the central government in 1997
and since then engaged in
peace negotiations. The NSCNIM had signed a Framework
Agreement on August 3, 2015
in presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to find a permanent solution.
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he Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has
T
filed a charge sheet against
Principal, National Defence
Academy
(NDA),
Khadakwasla,
Pune
(Maharashtra) before the
Competent Court at Pune on
the allegations of fraudulent
appointments in the institution.
A case was registered on
May 8, 2018, against Principal,
of Dr Om Prakash Shukla and
others on the allegations of
fraudulent appointments to
various posts of civilian facul-

ties at defence academy on the
basis of false and exaggerated
claims in respect of teaching/research experience and
exaggerated API scores, the
CBI said in a statement.
Searches were conducted
on June 6, 2018, at the premises of the accused which led to
the recovery of incriminating
documents.
It was further alleged that
during the period 2007-08, the
accused fraudulently, secured
an appointment as Professor in
Economics at National Defence
Academy
(NDA),
Khadakwasla, Pune.
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y winning 75 seats, three for
B
the first time from Kashmir
valley and 72 from across its
strong bastion of Jammu
region, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has emerged as the
single largest party garnering
around 25 per cent total vote
share of the total votes polled
in the District Development
Council polls.
On the other hand, the
People’s Alliance for Gupkar
Declaration (PAGD) may have
won 112 seats but it fell way
behind BJP, securing around 22
per cent total vote share.
Indian National Congress,
which won 26 seats, seven
from Kashmir valley and 17
from Jammu, garnered over 13
per cent total vote share while
securing 3,94,575 votes in the
DDC polls.
Significantly, the biggest
chunk of 32 per cent votes was
polled in favour of the
Independent candidates across
Jammu & Kashmir.
Out of 20 District
Development councils, these
candidates are going to play the
role of ‘kingmakers in the five
district development councils
of Rajouri, Poonch, Ramban,
Kishtwar and Srinagar. A total
number of 50 independents
have won these polls, 20 from
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Jammu and 30 from Kashmir
region.
According to the vote percentage data shared by the State
Election Commission after the
declaration of the poll results,
the BJP has topped the chart. It
garnered 708714 votes (24.82
per cent) of the total votes
polled. According to the State
Election Commission, a total
number of 28,55,509 votes were
polled in the DDC polls.
Out of 75 seats, BJP won 72
from Jammu region and
opened its account for the first
time in Kashmir by winning
three seats, one each from
Srinagar, Pulwama and
Bandipur districts.
On the other hand, Jammu
and Kashmir National
Conference party won 67 seats,

25 from Jammu and 42 from
Kashmir region. The total vote
share garnered by the party was
16.46 per cent. The party candidates secured 4,70,099 votes
across Jammu & Kashmir.
The National Conference
had contested around 60 seats
in Kashmir, while PDP contested 45, Peoples Conference
13, JKPM 6, CPI(M), Awami
National Conference 5.
Another important constituent of the PAGD, JKPDP
polled 1,13,175 votes which is
3.96 per cent of the total
votes polled.
The Jammu and Kashmir
APNI party, won 12 seats,
three from Jammu region and
9 from Kashmir valley, secured
5.30 percent votes and garnered
1,51,331 total votes.
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he denial of permission by
Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan to the Government of
Kerala to hold a special session
of the Legislative Assembly on
Wednesday to lambast the
Centre and pass a resolution
condemning the Agriculture
Bills led to the staging of a
demonstration by Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan and
members of his council of
ministers at the capital city.
Vijayan issued a severe
warning to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, whom the former accused of following a
divide and rule policy in India.
“Public resentment against the
Farm Bills would blow the BJP
out of power in coming days and
it would be better for the Centre
to withdraw the legislations,”
warned the Chief Minister.
He said the impact of the
Farm Bills would be felt more in
Kerala because of the food crisis being faced by the State. “We
are dependent on other States
for our food requirement
because the production of food
grains have come down drastically in the State because of the
anti-people policies pursued by
the Centre,” said Vijayan.
The exchange of letters
between the Governor and
Chief Minister continued on
Wednesday also. Replying to

rofessor Imtiaz Ashraf
(Department of Electrical
P
Engineering, Zakir Husain

T

Vijayan’s letter to Raj Bhavan on
Tuesday in which he alleged that
the Governor’s action to deny
permission for Wednesday’s
special session of the Legislative,
Governor Arif mohammed
Khan explained to him in a letter sent on Wednesday the
precedence and rules in the
Constitution relating to the
convening of such meetings.
Meanwhile the Congressled UDF demanded the Chief
Minister to convene a special
session of the MLAs outside the
Legislative House and pass a resolution against the Prime
Minister and the Centre. “The
chief minister and the LDF
Government are afraid of
Governor and the Centre for
reasons known to them only,”
said Oommen Chandi, former
CM while speaking to reporters.

College of Engineering and
Technology, Aligarh Muslim
University), along with his
researchers’ team got the Best
Paper Award at the
International Conference on
“Smart Technologies for
Energy, Environment &
Sustainable Development
(ICSTEESD 2020)”, organised
by GH Raisoni College of
Engineering, Nagpur.
The team presented a
research paper on double stage
voltage lift switched capacitor
converter for high voltage
applications in DC microgrids.
This novel DC-DC converter
topology can be used for high
voltage applications having the
characteristics of low switch
count, low voltage stress across
semiconductor devices, giving
the highest gain factor.
Professor Ashraf also delivered a lecture at QIS College of
Engineering and Technology,
Vijaywada, Andhra Pradesh
describing in detail various
aspects of recent R&D and
importance of electric vehicles
in India at an AICTE-sponsored six-day short term training programme on “Advanced
Power Electronic Converters
for Electric Vehicle Powertrain
and Smart-Grid Phase–II”.
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he “night curfew” declared
by the Maharashtra
T
Government has prompted the
Hotel and Restaurant
Association of Western India
(HRAWI) to exhort its member-hotels and restaurants in
Mumbai and other major cities
across the State to gear up for
early New Year’s eve celebrations coinciding with
“Thailand Time”.
The hotels and restaurants
in Mumbai and Municipal
Corporation
areas
in
Maharashtra — as per the
advice by HRAWI — will ring
in the New Year as early as at
10.30 pm on December 31
which is 12 midnight as per
“Thailand Time”. In effect, the
hotels and restaurants will
usher in the year 2021 onehand-a half hour early.
The HRAWI’s directive to
its member hotels and restaurants comes in the wake of the
Maharashtra Government’s
decision to enforce night curfew in Mumbai and other
municipal corporations of
Maharashtra, between 11 pm
and 6 am from December 22 to
January 5, in view of new
strain of the SARS-CoV-2
detected in the United
Kingdom,
In a statement issued here,
the HRAWI said that ending the
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ess than a month after the
Bombay High Court
L
quashed the demolition notice
issued to Bollywood actress
Kangana Ranaut and dubbed
the subsequent demolition of
portions of her bungalow as “a
clear malice in law”, the
Maharashtra State Human
Rights Commission (MSHRC)
on Wednesday summoned
Mumbai
Municipal
Commissioner Iqbal Chahal to
appear before on January 20,
2021 in connection with the
much-discussed demolition.
Hearing a petition filed by
Advocate Aditya Mishra
against the demolition of a portion of Kanga’s Bandra
Bungalow saying it as an act of
“human violation”, the MSHRC
admitted the petition and
ordered issuance of summons

best to help keep its citizens safe
and we see the intent behind
the decision. But if it’s celebrations that Mumbaikars want,
we will give it to them while
ensuring that all norms and
safety measures are adhered to.
This is probably even better as
people will get to be at their
homes at midnight to bring in
the New Year with their families,” HRAWI’s President Sherry
Bhatia said.
The HRAWI member
establishments are planning to
“align celebrations with
Thailand” and may even host

to Chahal to appear on January
20 to depose before it connection with the petition.
The petitioner has relied on
the order of the Bombay High
Court which had on November
27 quashed the demolition
notice issued by the BMC to
the Bollywood actress in
September this year, terming
both the notice and the subsequent demolition of a portion
of her Bandra Bungalow were
“actuated by malafides” and
they involved “a clear malice in
law” and ordered compensation for her.
In his petition filed before
the MSHRC, Mishra cited a
Supreme Court ruling that
declared the right to private
property to be a human right.
Quoting the apex court’s order,
the petitioner said that if any
act by the state or its agencies
pertaining to someone’s private

property was found to be illegal, then it was a violation of
human rights.
“When the act of BMC is
found to be illegal by the
Bombay High Court, then it’s
a crystal clear case of violation
of human rights, which warrants the intervention of the
commission,” the petitioner
said.
It may be recalled that on
September 9, the demolition
squad of the BMC pulled down
a portion of Kangana Raut’s
buingalow at Bandra in northwest Mumbai, which housed
the office of her film production company, Manikarnika
Films Pvt Ltd.
In their order passed, a HC
division bench of Justices SJ
Kathawalla and RI Chagla
ruled: “As we have come to a
clear conclusion that the
impugned notice under section
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sually it is for Vatican
(read The Pope) to canU
onize any persons by declaring
him/her as Saint and that too
years after the concerned individual leave this world. The last
Indians to be canonized were
Father Kuriakose Elias Chavara
and Mother Euphrasia
(November 2014 ) and Joseph
Vaz of Goa in 2015.
Catholic activists in the
social media did not wait for
any communication from
Vatican or any papal order
before uploading the 2021 calendar featuring the picture of

n the first of its kind bird
count jointly undertaken by a
Icitizens’
body and the State

night bird count in Maharashtra.
Through this survey, we wanted to document bird population
and avifaunal diversity in this
sanctuary. During the survey, we
sighted a total of 103 species of
birds,” GWT’s founder Nikhil
Bhopale said.
According to Bhopale, the
survey followed two types of
bird count sampling methods
viz. Line Transect and Point
Counts. There were 9 line

year earlier was a fitting tribute
to the hospitality industry’s
“never say die attitude” and that
it would welcome the New Year
filled with hope and promise.
The HRAWI said that
while the curfew would disrupt
hospitality industry’s plans, it
appreciated the Maharashtra
Government’s pre-emptive
measures to allay any threat of
the Covid-19 pandemic’s second wave.
“Like every year, Mumbai
will have its celebrations this
year too, albeit a little earlier.
The Government is doing its
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virtual celebrations synchronised with them.
“The Hospitality industry
wants to put the last eight
months behind and instead
look forward to the remaining
eight days left in the year. We
have braved the storm and
have decidedly put the worst
behind us. Nothing is going to
dampen our spirits and we will
emerge stronger than before.
We welcome Mumbaikars to
come join us in the last celebrations of the season, to bid
farewell to 2020 and to usher in
2021 with lots of optimism,
faith and hope,” HRAWI’s
senior Vice President Pradeep
Shetty said.
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prised bird experts, photographers, ebird users, GWT members and forest guards.
Thje bird count was conducted jointly by the
Maharashtra
Forest
Department (MFD) and Green
Works Trust (GWT) on
December 19-20, 2020.
“This was the first-of-its
kind of a scientific survey in the
Karnala Bird Sanctuary. This
was also the first of its kind of
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ELUGVSHFLHVIRXQGLQILUVWRINLQGDYLDQ
FRXQWLQ.DPDODELUGVDQFWXDU\QHDU0XPEDL
forest department, as many as
103 bird species — including
those like Alpine Swift, Indian
Scops Owl, Indian Eagle Owl
and Indian Pitta — were sighted at the Karnala Bird Sanctuary
(KBS) located near Mumbai.
Located within the
Mumbai metropolitan region
(MMR), the KBS is the first and
one of the oldest bird sanctuaries in the country. It was
declared a bird sanctuary way
back in 1966.
Spread over 12.48 sq km in
Panvel tehsil in the adjoining
Raigad district, this bird sanctuary is a nearly two hour
drive from downtown Mumbai.
It is very popular among nature
lovers, trekkers, fort and heritage enthusiasts.
In all, 27 bird enthusiasts
participated in the day-night
survey - called the Karnala Bird
Count. The participants were
divided into 9 teams that covered all types of habitats in the
sanctuary. Each team com-
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transacts and 5 point counts
were done to cover the sprawling sanctuary area.
Some of the bird species
sighted during the survey were
Alpine Swift, Indian Scops
Owl, Indian Eagle Owl, Indian
Pitta, Common Hawk Cuckoo
and Peregrine Falcon feeding
on Parakeet. The bird count was
inaugurated by Sunil Limaye,
Additional Principal Chief
Conservator of Forest (Wildlife)
heading the West zone.
Dr Bhanudas Pingle,
Deputy Conservator of Forest
(Wildlife), Thane; Nandakumar
Kupte, Assistant Commissioner
of Forest, Phansad and Pradip
Chavhan, Range Forest Officer,
Karnala Bird Sanctuary were
among those present for the
event.

2PcW^[XRPRcXeXbcbX]b^RXP[
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BPX]c0QWPhP
Sister Abhaya and they themselves canonized her by designating her as Saint Abhaya.
The calendar has a prayer
to Sister Abhaya who was

found murdered in the
Convent in Kottayam where
she was a novitiate trainee on
March 27, 1992. “Please pray to
God Almighty for the world to
be saved from all kinds of
injustice, violence, economic
and sexual exploitations and
murders,” said the prayer printed along with the calendar.
The Catholic community
believes in praying through
the Saints who, they believe,
have direct access with the
Almighty. The Canonization is
a long drawn out process and
it takes decades, if not centuries, for the Pope to declare
the person as Saint.

354A of the Act and the action
of demolition following it, are
actuated by malafides, in any
event, involve a clear malice in
law, causing a substantial injury
to the Petitioner”.
“We would be perfectly
justified on the basis of the law
stated by the Supreme Court in
the case of Sunbeam Hightech
Developers (supra), to order
compensation against responsible Respondents,” the judges
had noted, adding that the
quantum of compensation
would be decided only after the
preparation of an estimate by
the approved valuer.
On the compensation, the
judges had ruled: “Both parties,
i.e. the Petitioner and the
MCGM (as the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation is also
known) shall be heard by the
valuer whilst making his report
of valuation.”
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s a precautionary meaA
sure against the spread of
Coronavirus in the coming
days, the Maharashtra
Government on Wednesday
came out with health safety
guidelines for this year’s
Christmas celebrations across
the State. In a notification
issued, the State Home
department appealed to the
Christian community to celebrate this year’s Christmas
celebrations in a simple manner in view of the fact that the
State continued to be in the
grip of Covid-19 crisis.
“This year, all communities and religions celebrated
various festivities in a simple
manner in view of the health
threat posed by Coronavirus.
We expect the Christian community to celebrate this year’s
Christmas in a simple manner,” the State Home department said, as it released 13point safety guidelines for
Christmas celebrations.
Significantly enough, the
State Government has asked
the Christian community to
hold “Thanks Giving Mass” at
or before 7 pm of December
31 instead holding them at 12
midnight. Among other
things, State Government has
mandated that there should be
not be more than 50 people at
church for the prayer meeting
held on the occasion of
Christmas, that there be systematic and exit arrangements
at the Church, that the social
distancing norms be followed
strictly, that the Church be
sanitised before mass and that
the use Mask and Sanitiser is
compulsory in Church.
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*XSNDU$OOLDQFHZLQVELJSURYLQJWKDWWUDGLWLRQDOOHDGHUV
VWLOOKDYHSRSXODUDSSHDO%-3PDNHVLQURDGVLQWR9DOOH\

<

HV GHPRFUDF\ KDV ZRQ LQ -DPPX DQG
.DVKPLU 7KH PDVVLYH ZLQ IRU WKH )DURRT
$EGXOODKOHG*XSNDU$OOLDQFHLQWKHORFDOERG\
HOHFWLRQVLVYLQGLFDWLRQWKDWWUDGLWLRQDOOHDGHUVDUHVWLOO
WKH SHRSOH·V FKRLFH WKRXJK WKH 1DUHQGUD 0RGL
*RYHUQPHQWKDGQRWVSDUHGDQ\HIIRUWWRGHPRQLVH
WKHP DV DQWLQDWLRQDOV VHSDUDWLVWV HYHQ DQG DV
PDQLSXODWRUV ZKR VPDUWO\ OHYHUDJH WKH ,QGR
3DNLVWDQG\QDPLF,WHYHQLQFDUFHUDWHGWKHPNQRZ
LQJIXOO\ZHOOWKDWWKH\ZRXOGVWDQGLQWKHZD\RIWKH
DEURJDWLRQRI$UWLFOH7KDWWKH\ZRQDPDPPRWK
YLFWRU\LQWKH'LVWULFW'HYHORSPHQW&RXQFLO ''&
SROOVZLQQLQJRYHUVHDWVGHVSLWHWKHPDQ\OLPLWDWLRQVRQFDPSDLJQLQJFRPLQJ
WKHLUZD\SURYHVWKDWROGOHDGHUVWKRXJKRXWRIVLJKWIRUDJUHDWHUSDUWRIWKHVKXW
GRZQDUHQRWRXWRISHRSOH·VPLQG$QGIRUDOOWKHWR[LFWLUDGHDJDLQVWWKHPORFDO
YRWHUVVWLOOWUXVWWKHPHQRXJKWREHWKHLUIDLUUHSUHVHQWDWLYHGHVSLWHWKHGHIDQJHGVWD
WXVRI.DVKPLU6R$UWLFOHRUQRWWKHUH·VQRGLVORGJLQJZKRPWKH.DVKPLULV
ZDQW WR OHDG WKHP 7KH VHYHQSDUW\ DOOLDQFH ZKLFK LQFOXGHV $EGXOODK·V 1DWLRQDO
&RQIHUHQFH 1& DQG0HKERRED0XIWL·V3HRSOHV'HPRFUDWLF3DUW\ 3'3 KDVGHILHG
WKHVFULSWDQGZRQVHDWVLQ-DPPXSRFNHWLQJWKHVHQVLWLYHERUGHUGLVWULFWVRI
3RRQFKDQG5DMRXULEHVLGHV.LVKWZDUDQG5DPEDQ&OHDUO\WKLVLVDVPDLQVWUHDP
DVLWFDQJHWZLWK$EGXOODKSURYLQJWKDWKLVDSSHDOLVVWLOOLQWDFWLQ-DPPX3HUKDSV
WKDW·VEHFDXVHODQGRZQHUVKLSUHVRQDWHVDPRQJORFDOUHVLGHQWVLUUHVSHFWLYHRIUHOL
JLRQRUUHJLRQ7KHQHZODQGUXOHVZKLFKDOORZRXWVLGHUVWREX\QRQDJULFXOWXUDO
ODQGKDYHDJLWDWHG.DVKPLULVZKRVHHWKLVDVDQDWWHPSWDWGHPRJUDSKLFFRORQL
VDWLRQRIWKH0XVOLPPDMRULW\DUHD%XWWKH'RJUDVRI+LQGXGRPLQDWHG-DPPXDQG
/DGDNKLVDUHQRWWRRKDSS\DERXWWKHLUORFDOFXOWXUHDQGSULYLOHJHVEHLQJVZHSWDZD\
XQGHUWKHVDPHFODXVHSDUWLFXODUO\ZKHQWKH1RUWKHDVWHUQ6WDWHVDUHDOORZHGDXWRQ
RP\XQGHUWKH6L[WK6FKHGXOHRIWKH&RQVWLWXWLRQWRSURWHFWWULEDOODQG0XFKRIWKLV
WLGDOYHUGLFWKDVJRWWRGRZLWKWKH0RGL*RYHUQPHQWXQGRLQJWKHWUXVWWKHHDUOLHU
$WDO%LKDUL9DMSD\HH*RYHUQPHQWKDGGHYHORSHGZLWKWKH1&DVLWVDOO\DQGZKLFK
WKHFXUUHQWUHJLPHFRQWLQXHGZLWKWKH3'3/RFNLQJWKHLUOHDGHUVXSKDVRQO\XQLWHG
WKHPDQGPDGHWKHPPDUW\UVWRDFDXVHPXFKWRWKH%-3·VGHWULPHQWRQHWKDWLW
FRXOGKDYHDYRLGHGZLWKPHGLDWRU\SRVWXULQJ+DGWKHORFDOSDUWLHVFRQWHVWHGVHS
DUDWHO\WKH0XVOLPYRWHVZRXOGKDYHEHHQGLYLGHGZKLFKWKH%-3FRXOGKDYHXVHG
WRZLQPRUHWKDQWKHWKUHHVHDWVLWZRQLQ.DVKPLU7KHIRUFHIHHGLQJRILWVDJHQGD
RIPDLQVWUHDPLQJ.DVKPLUQHLWKHUHQFRXUDJHGDSROLWLFDOFOLPDWHHYHQDIWHUD\HDU
RIWKHDEURJDWLRQQRUKHOSHGWKHQDWLRQDOSDUW\KRLVWDFUHGLEOHORFDODOWHUQDWLYH,W
PD\KDYHKHOSHGIORDWWKH-DPPXDQG.DVKPLU$SQL3DUW\ -.$3 GUDZLQJUHMHFWV
IURPWKH3'3DQG1&EXWWKDWKDVIDUHGPLVHUDEO\LQWKHSROOV
7KH%-3RIFRXUVHKDVHPHUJHGWKHVLQJOHODUJHVWSDUW\ZLWKVHDWVPDLQO\
UHO\LQJRQWKHFRQVROLGDWHG+LQGXYRWHEDVHLQ-DPPX%XWLWKDVDOVRGHEXWHGLQWKH
9DOOH\ZLQQLQJWKUHHVHDWVLQ6ULQDJDU%DQGLSRUHDQG3XOZDPD(QRXJKIRULWWRFODLP
WKDWLWVEROGVWUDWHJLHVLQUHLQWHJUDWLQJ.DVKPLUKDYHUXEEHGRIIRQWKHSHRSOHDELW
LIQRWFRPSOHWHO\7KHVHDWVLWKDVZRQDUHVLJQLILFDQWLQWHUPVRIWKHLQURDGVLWVHHPV
WRKDYHPDGHRQKRVWLOHJURXQG,WWKHUHIRUHLQGLFDWHVDJUDGXDODFFHSWDQFHRIWKH
ODUJHUUHDOLW\RI.DVKPLU·VFKDQJHGVWDWXV1RZRQGHUWKH%-3VSRNHVSHUVRQVFURZHG
´7KHORWXVKDVEORRPHGµLQWKH9DOOH\,Q-DPPXWKH%-3ZRQVHDWVVFRULQJDORQJ
H[SHFWHGOLQHV-XVWDVH[SHFWHGLVWKHGHFLPDWLRQRIWKH&RQJUHVVZKLFKKDVZRQ
VHDWVKDUGO\UHOHYDQWZKHQ,QGHSHQGHQWFDQGLGDWHVKDYHSLFNHGXSVHDWVDQG
DUHSHUIHFWO\SRLVHGWREHNLQJPDNHUV6ULQDJDULVWKHWRXFKVWRQHDV,QGHSHQGHQWV
KDYHZRQVHYHQRXWRIVHDWVKHUH$VVXPLQJWKH&RQJUHVVXOWLPDWHO\GHFLGHVWR
VXSSRUWWKH*XSNDUDOOLDQFHWKHKXJHQXPEHURI,QGHSHQGHQWVLVDFDWFKPHQWDUHD
IRUWKH%-3·VIXWXUHSROLWLFDOODERUDWRU\7KH0RGLUHJLPHVKRXOGKDYHEHHQSUHSDUHG
IRUWKHFRQVHTXHQFHVDQGQRWSUHMXGJHGFRPSOLDQFHE\IRUFHEXWE\JUDGXDOFRRS
WLRQ2IFRXUVHWKH%-3KDVJRWLQVHDVRQHGSROLWLFLDQ0DQRM6LQKDDVWKH/W*RYHUQRU
ZKRXVHGKLVDFXPHQDVDQHJRWLDWRUWRJHWWKHSROLWLFDOSURFHVVJRLQJ%XWUHVWRUD
WLRQRIEDVLFFLYLOULJKWVLVVWLOODORQJZD\RIISDWFK\LQWHUQHWPHDQVWKHVWXGHQWVDQG
WKHQHZHFRQRP\DUHOHIWRXWRIRSSRUWXQLWLHVXQHPSOR\PHQWLVDWDQDOOWLPHKLJK
DQGWKHORFDOHFRQRP\LVJRLQJGRZQZLWKDCFURUHSOXVGHILFLW:LWKRXWDGGUHVV
LQJWKHVHLVVXHVWKHUHLVQRZD\WKDWWKH%-3FDQFODLPWKHKLJKHUJURXQG2UHOVH
LWFRXOGULVN.DVKPLUDVEHLQJLWVFRVWOLHVWPLVDGYHQWXUH
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alf a century ago,
Pakistan’s darkest day
was the surrender of
93,000 Pakistanis in
Dhaka on December 16, 1971.
Nearly 81,000 prisoners of war
(POWs) were from the Pakistani
armed forces (with some Bengali
soldiers who had chosen to remain
with the Pakistan Army) apart from
12,000-odd civilians, including collaborators. And though everyone
associates the fall of Dacca (as
Dhaka was then known) to then
Army chief General Sam (SHFJ)
Manekshaw, who had no doubt a
larger than life presence in South
Block, a closer reading of one of the
few accounts of how it all happened
— since official records in Calcutta
were shredded at Gen Jagjit Singh
Aurora’s orders — shows that credit must instead go to (then) Maj
Gen JFR Jacob along with Maj Gen
Inder Gill, who was then the
Director of Military Operations
(there was no DGMO then), and
Lt Gen Sagat Singh, who was commanding IV Corps in Tezpur. Maj
Gen JFR Jacob was the Chief of
Staff of India’s Eastern Army
Command and was thus involved
in planning and meticulous implementation of the operations in East
Pakistan, which is detailed in his
autobiography, An Odyssey in War
and Peace.
Millions of refugees flooded
across eastern India in 1971 into the
States surrounding East Pakistan
(now Bangladesh) after Pakistan’s
ruthless military clampdown there,
which was ordered by Pakistan’s
dictator Yahya Khan following a
pent-up demand for their rights
after election results gave Bengali
leader Sheikh Mujib a clear victory. It led to all their Chief Ministers
insisting that India must do something to avert this humanitarian crisis. Indira Gandhi summoned the
then Army chief Gen Sam
Manekshaw for a meeting with her
‘kitchen Cabinet’. She wanted the
General to go to war and liberate
enough territory in East Pakistan,
so that the refugees could be sent
back. However, Gen Manekshaw
had apparently cautioned against
haste since many factors were
involved. They were then into the
summer of 1971 and the harvested grain needed to be moved
across the country. The trains and
road transport could either ferry the
grain or the troops to battle. And
then monsoons would follow,
which could hamper the movement
of military units, especially in the
riverine terrain of Bangladesh.
Indira, heeding the military’s
advice, decided to let the armed

H

forces do what they are best at,
to fight a war and win it. Gen
Manekshaw
apparently
promised her that given the
time, he could help her “make
history and even geography”, as
I recall him saying at the first
Infantry lecture at Vigyan
Bhawan in October 1994. Even
as the armed forces began to prepare for what truly became a historic victory, Indira took up the
job of winning the world’s support for India’s humanitarian initiative. By August 1971, New
Delhi had signed the IndoSoviet treaty of Peace, Friendship
and Cooperation with Moscow.
Not only was it a significant
departure from the Nehruvian
obsession with non-alignment, it
was Russia’s support at the many
sessions in the United Nations
that stalled resolutions at the initiative of Washington to help
Pakistan when Indian troops
rolled down the plains of East
Pakistan. But Jacob dismisses this
story that Gen Manekshaw had
often told — and which I too
have heard the late Field Marshal
narrate in 1994 — about how he
stood up to Indira’s demands to
go to war in March 1971. The
war officially started on
December 3 though military
operations along the borders of
East Pakistan had started in the
last week of November.
Apparently, India — fearing
a UN ceasefire — was in a hurry
to establish a free Bangladeshi
Government in the port towns
of Khulna and Chittagong. But
as the operations unfolded and
gathered momentum, Jacob
went ahead with a plan to capture Dacca. This was done by
doing what Pakistan’s Generals
hadn’t expected India to do. As

$VWKH'HOKL*RYWKDVSXWQXUVHU\DGPLVVLRQVRQKROGSDUHQWV
DUHZRUULHGDERXWWKHULVNRIORVLQJDVHFRQG\HDURIHGXFDWLRQ

:

LWK WKH 'HOKL *RYHUQPHQW SXWWLQJ QXUVHU\
DGPLVVLRQVRQKROGZLOODFDVFDGLQJHIIHFW
RIRWKHU6WDWHVDOVRVKXWWLQJGRZQSUHVFKRROV
DQGDGPLVVLRQVEHJLQ"7KDWLVWKHDQ[LHW\DQGIHDU
WKDWPDQ\SDUHQWVRI\RXQJHUFKLOGUHQDUHFXUUHQWO\
H[SHULHQFLQJ¶:RUN)URP+RPH·LVQRWDUHDOLW\IRU
HYHU\ERG\HYHQVRPHZKLWHFROODUZRUNHUV1RWHYHU\
IDPLO\HLWKHUKDVIDPLO\VXSSRUWRUWKHDVVLVWDQFHRI
GRPHVWLFKHOSWRPDQDJHFKLOGUHQDQGWKDWLVMXVW
DPRQJ,QGLD·VHOLWH7KRVHOHVVIRUWXQDWHILQDOO\ILQG
WKHPVHOYHVKDYLQJWRWUDYHUVHDJURZLQJFKDVPWKDW
LVWKHGLJLWDOGLYLGH6XUHWKHDFFHVVWRFKHDSRYHU
WKHDLU GDWD KDV HQVXUHG WKDW PDQ\ GR QRW JHW OHIW
EHKLQGDQGIXUWKHUDXFWLRQVRIVSHFWUXPIRUKLJKHUVSHHG*VHUYLFHVZLOOGHILQLWHO\
KHOSEXWZLWKRXWDFFHVVWRSURSHUGHYLFHVDQGZLWKIDPLOLHVWRRILQDQFLDOO\VWUHVVHG
WRSD\VFKRROIHHVWKHULVNRIPLOOLRQVRIFKLOGUHQIDOOLQJEHKLQGWKHFXUYHORRPVODUJH
LQ,QGLD,QPDQ\UXUDOVFKRROVLQGHHGLQDUHDVEDUHO\NLORPHWUHVRXWVLGH'HOKL
VFKRROVDUHVWLOOVKXWDQG¶6FKRRO)URP+RPH·LVQRWDQRSWLRQDYDLODEOHWRWKRVHSDU
HQWV:HVW%HQJDO(GXFDWLRQ0LQLVWHU3DUWKD&KDWWHUMHHKDVDOUHDG\DQQRXQFHGWKDW
WKH%RDUGH[DPLQDWLRQVIRU&ODVVHVDQGZLOOEHKHOGLQ-XQHXQOLNHWKHXVXDO
VFKHGXOHDVSHUZKLFKWKHVHH[DPVDUHKHOGEHWZHHQ)HEUXDU\DQG0DUFKHYHU\\HDU
7KHWKRXJKWRIDQRWKHUORVW\HDUIRUWKHVHFKLOGUHQDQGWKHLUSDUHQWVLVWUXO\WHUULI\LQJ
DQGRQHWKDWWKH&HQWUDODQG6WDWH*RYHUQPHQWVPXVWZRUNRYHUWLPHWRUHGUHVV%HFDXVH
WKHSUREOHPVZLOOUHDOO\FRPHKRPHWRURRVWLQWZRGHFDGHV·WLPHZKHQDZKROHJHQ
HUDWLRQRIFKLOGUHQZLWKSDUWLDOHGXFDWLRQDQGSRRUVRFLDOVNLOOVZLOOMRLQWKHZRUNIRUFH
6XUHWKHEHVWPLQGVLQWKH*RYHUQPHQWDUHZRUNLQJRQKRZWRGHSOR\YDULRXVYDF
FLQHVWRELOOLRQSHRSOHLQDUHDVRQDEOHDPRXQWRIWLPHDVWKH\VWDUWUROOLQJRIIWKH
OLQH+RSHIXOO\E\WKHHQGRIDVLJQLILFDQWQXPEHURI,QGLDQVZRXOGKDYHEHHQ
LQRFXODWHGDJDLQVWWKH&29,'SDQGHPLF2WKHUPLQGVLQ1RUWK%ORFNDUHZRUNLQJRQ
KRZWRMXPSVWDUWHFRQRPLFJURZWKWKDWKDVEHHQFKHZHGDZD\E\WKHYLUXV%XWZH
VKRXOGVWDUWSXWWLQJRXUEHVWDQGEULJKWHVWPLQGVWRZDUGVUHVROYLQJWKHHGXFDWLRQLVVXH
EHFDXVHLWZLOOEHWKHVLQJOHELJJHVWORQJWHUPLPSDFWRIWKH&RURQDYLUXVSDUWLFXODUO\
LQDQDWLRQZKHUHDODUJHSURSRUWLRQRIRXUSRSXODWLRQLVVWLOOSRRU:HDUHRIWHQWROGWKDW
,QGLDLVDFRXQWU\IXOORI\RXWKDQGWKDWRXU\RXQJSRSXODWLRQZLOOGULYHWKHQDWLRQ·VHFR
QRPLFJURZWK7KDWFDQRQO\KDSSHQLIWKLV\RXQJSRSXODWLRQLVHGXFDWHGDQGFDSDEOH
RIJDLQIXOHFRQRPLFFRQWULEXWLRQVHOVH,QGLDFDQEHGHHPHGWREHVLWWLQJRQDWLPHERPE
ZLWKLWVXQHGXFDWHGGHPRJUDSKLFPLOLHX$QGWKLVLVVRPHWKLQJWKDWDOOSROLWLFDOSDUWLHV
KDYHWRZRUNRQWRJHWKHUEHFDXVHWKLVKDVWKHSRWHQWLDOWRGHVWUR\RXUQDWLRQ

the Pakistani army had fortified
its garrison towns, some fierce
battles were fought around them
while there was a simultaneous
drive to get to Dacca. A simple
tactical lesson that is taught to
every officer in the Army is never
to re-enforce a failure and, therefore, the areas of resistance were
bypassed. The Pakistani military
dictator, the often drunk General
Yahya Khan, was however confident that three factors wouldn’t allow any worthwhile success
to the Indian armed forces in
East Pakistan. First, his wellarmed military machine in West
Pakistan would be enough to
threaten India’s strategic States of
Punjab and J&K. Two, a Chinese
military buildup along the
Himalayas would tie down
enough of the Indian Army.
These two factors would be
enough to deter India from any
serious military adventurism
in East Pakistan. And finally, he
was banking on the US to intervene militarily if India’s operations became difficult for
Pakistan to contain.
But more forces were needed than Manekshaw was willing
to release to implement an effective blitzkrieg towards Dacca. As
Gen Manekshaw believed that
the Chinese could spoil the
party, he refused to release additional troops from the SinoIndian border until much later.
However, as there were no intelligence intercepts to back
Manekshaw’s claim, Jacob managed to get troops from the
Himalayan formations moved —
without Manekshaw’s knowledge — but with help from Maj
Gen Gill. Apparently when
Manekshaw did learn of this, he
gave Gill a dressing down but by

then things were moving so fast
that the focus shifted to Dacca as
the time was limited, with the US
pushing the UN for a ceasefire.
If that had happened, all the military gains would have been literally back to square one. The
Indian Army, ably assisted by the
Indian Air Force, raced to Dacca.
The IAF literally bombed the
daylights out of the Pakistani Air
Force. Soon the skies were clear
of any Pakistani fighters: They lay
wrecked on their airfields. And
then a heli-borne operation —
the first of its kind since
Independence — put troops
across the vast Meghna river and
many other rivers that had until
then given Dacca a natural
defence. This was followed by the
first ever airborne drop of Indian
paratroopers. By December 15,
the Indian troops had surrounded Dacca.
During this lull in the battle,
Maj Gen Jacob received a call
from Gen Manekshaw, who said:
“Jake, go and get a surrender.” He
then proceeded to Dacca to
meet Lt Gen AAK Niazi, MC,
the overall military commander
in East Pakistan. Jacob saluted
him, and asked him if he was
willing to offer an unconditional surrender. A pompous Gen
Niazi, enjoying an afternoon of
beer and lunch — with all the silver laid out in their officers’ mess
— dismissed the proposition
with a wave of his hand, saying:
“Who said I am surrendering?
You have come to discuss only a
ceasefire and withdrawal as proposed by me.” He was apparently still hopeful that a ceasefire
ordered by the UN could save
him and his army a humiliation.
But Gen Jacob was adamant and
told him that he had 30 minutes
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and then he’d ask him thrice. If
Niazi still didn’t respond, he
couldn’t guarantee the safety of
Pakistani families (as the Bengali
rebels were waiting to lynch
them all). Moreover, he’d ask for
the resumption of bombings on
Dacca. Then Jacob — unarmed
and thus a little worried — went
for a stroll and to smoke his pipe,
giving Niazi time to ponder
over the options.
Gen Jacob met Gen Niazi
after 30 minutes and asked him
thrice if he accepted the surrender document (even though the
document’s draft was still unapproved by New Delhi!). But
since Niazi refused to respond,
Maj Gen Jacob picked up the
document and held it up to say:
“I take it as accepted.” Tears rolled
down Gen Niazi’s cheek and he
hung his head in shame. Other
Pakistanis glared at him in disbelief. Gen Jacob got up and
asked Niazi to move for the surrender, which was done at the
Dacca Race Course on a hastily
arranged table and two chairs —
as the crowds were shouting antiPakistan slogans — a tearful
Niazi removed his badges of rank
and handed his pistol to Gen
Aurora before being whisked
away by India’s senior officers. He
needed to be kept alive to tell the
world that he wasn’t mutilated to
surrender, but did so — for the
world to see — at the Dacca
parade ground. This was
achieved when there were 26,400
Pakistani soldiers in Dacca and
only 3,000 Indian soldiers nearby. Niazi later admitted that
Jacob had “blackmailed me into
surrendering”.
(The writer is a strategic
affairs analyst. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — This refers to the news item
‘Gupkar Alliance steals the show
in Kashmir’ (December 23). The
celebrations that broke out in J&K,
particularly in the Kashmir Valley,
over results of the District
Development Council (DDC)
polls were a far cry from the past
elections which were marked by
allegations of rigging or criticism
that they reflected the minority
opinion due to abysmal turnouts.
For a change, hailing of the
victories by even the BJP’s rivals
was not grudged by the Centre
which saw it as a reaffirmation of
the voters and candidates in the
fairness of the eight-phase polls.
There was a time when
India’s defeat in a cricket match
against Pakistan would spark celebrations on the streets of
Kashmir. But the fact that the
DDC polls not only witnessed
good participation in the Valley
but also that the results were welcomed by the People’s Alliance
for Gupkar Declaration (PAGD)
constituents, Independents and
other parties alike show that they
all want grassroots democracy
for enjoying the benefits of
development.
N Sadhasiva Reddy
Bengaluru
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2eiUbcVUU\dXU`Y^SX_VXYWX<@7`bYSUc

fPbbW^RZTSc^aTPScWPccWT;?6Rh[X]STa_aXRTX]
cWTR^d]cahfX[[QTRWP]VTSTeTahfTTZUa^\]TgchTPa
2daaT]c[hcWTbT_aXRTbPaTUXgTS^]P\^]cW[hQPbXb
QdcX]eXTf^UcWTSPX[hU[dRcdPcX^]X]cWT_aXRT^U_Tca^
[Td\ _a^SdRcb ^X[ R^\_P]XTb PaT ]^f _[P]]X]V c^
RWP]VTcWTRh[X]STa_aXRT^]PfTTZ[hQPbXb
8c\PhQT]^cTScWPccWT_aXRTb^U_Tca^[P]SSXTbT[
PaTUXgTSTeTahSPhSdTc^fWXRW_Tca^[Td\R^\_P]XTb
TPbX[h PSYdbc P]h RWP]VT X] cWT V[^QP[ RadST _aXRTb
7^fTeTabX]RTcWT_aXRT^U;?6Rh[X]STaXbUXgTS^]P
\^]cW[hQPbXbcWTbTR^\_P]XTbWPeTc^QTPacWT[^bb
U^acWTfW^[T\^]cW8]cWTfPZT^UcWXbcWT^X[R^\
_P]XTbWPeTU^a[^]VQTT]R^]bXSTaX]VfPhbc^RWP]VT
cWT_aXRTbTUUTRcXeT[h?Tca^[P]SSXTbT[_aXRTbPaTd_SPc
TSTeTahSPhPc%P\fWT]cWT]TfaPcTbR^\TX]c^
TUUTRcCWT_aXRTb^U_Tca^[P]SSXTbT[P[\^bcS^dQ[TPUcTa
PSSX]VTgRXbTSdchSTP[TaR^\\XbbX^]P]S^cWTacPgTb
7^fTeTa ]^ P]]^d]RT\T]c WPb hTc QTT] \PST
aTVPaSX]VcWXbSTRXbX^]D]STacWT]TfaTVX\TcWT_aXRT
^U;?6Rh[X]STaWPbP[aTPShQTT]X]RaTPbTScfXRTb^UPa
X]3TRT\QTa1dcX]cWTPQbT]RT^UP]hP]]^d]RT\T]c
_T^_[TSXS]^cVTcc^Z]^fPQ^dcXc

CdbQ^TUTY^dXUE;
Sir — The United Kingdom
(UK) has identified a new,
potentially more contagious
Coronavirus variant linked to a
recent surge in the pandemic in
that country. The cases are spiralling in the UK amid fears that
a mutated form of COVID-19 is
lashing the country with a five-

0b_TacWT8>2bX]cTa]P[X]U^a\PcX^]cWTRh[X]STa
aPcTfPbX]RaTPbTSQhC$^]3TRT\QTa!P]SPVPX]Qh
cWTbP\TP\^d]c^]3TRT\QTa $0Rh[X]STa]^fR^bcb
\^aTcWP]C&P]SXcWPbQTR^\TTg_T]bXeTc^R^^Z
PcW^\TCWT6^eTa]\T]cWPS_d[[TSQPRZR^^ZX]VVPb
bdQbXShX]BT_cT\QTaPbPUP[[X]^X[_aXRTbP]SP]X]RaTPbT
X]R^^ZX]VVPbaPcTbQa^dVWc_PaXchX]cWT\PaZTc

fold increase in a fortnight.
Though the UK has rolled
out Pfizer’s vaccine to combat
the pandemic, in the absence of
any assured results almost the
entire country is likely to be hit
by Tier 4 restrictions. The UK
Government has issued a “Do
not travel” advisory following
the surge in the cases. Multiple
countries have now imposed

Bhagwan Thadani
Mumbai
restrictions on travellers to and
from the UK as the variant was
said to be “out of control”.
The Christmas euphoria is
on the wane as thousands of
people wanting to reach their
native places are stranded at airports in the absence of flight
operations.
Seetharam Basaani
Hanamkonda (Telangana)

@\QiY^W`_\YdYSc
Sir — Kerala Governor Arif
Mohammad Khan has refused
to give approval for a special
Assembly session to discuss
and pass a resolution against the
three contentious Central farm
laws. The move was aimed only
at antagonising the Centre over
its farm policies.
The decision to convene the
one-day session was taken by the
LDF Government at a Cabinet
meeting presided over by Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.
The Kerala Government is
trying to misuse the power
vested in it by the people despite
the fact that the farmers here are
very happy with the benefits
they get from the Government.
However, the session would
now not be held as the Governor
did not choose to accord his
sanction to the proposal.
The State Government had
last December convened a similar session, which passed a resolution demanding scrapping of
the controversial Citizenship
(Amendment) Act.
MR Jayanthy
Kerala
BT]Shh^daUUTTSQPRZcc^)
[TccTabc^_X^]TTa/V\PX[R^\
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VGUDZVWRDFORVHLWLVTXLWHFOHDUWKDWWKLVZDVWKH
\HDURIRYHUWKHWRS 277 HQWHUWDLQPHQWSODWIRUPV7KH&29,'
SDQGHPLFDQGVXEVHTXHQWORFNGRZQVIRUFHGSHRSOHWRVWD\
LQGRRUVDQGVWUHDPFRQWHQWRQWKHLUSKRQHVWDEOHWVDQGVPDUWWHOH
YLVLRQV 79V %XWDVLVQRUPDOVXFKGL]]\LQJVXFFHVVZDVDFFRP
SDQLHGE\KXUGOHVWRR2QHRIWKHREMHFWLRQVZDVRYHUWKHGHSLF
WLRQRIPLOLWDU\LQVLJQLDDQGSHUVRQQHORQ277VKRZV:KLOHWKH$UPHG
)RUFHVKDYHRIWHQEHHQGHSLFWHGLQ,QGLDQILOPVDQGRQ79VKRZV
LQUHFHQWWLPHVVRPHRIWKHVHSRUWUD\DOVKDYHOHGWRDEDFNODVK
IURPDIHZTXDUWHUV7KLVPRQWKWKH,QGLDQ$LU)RUFH ,$) REMHFW
HGWRWKHWUDLORURID1HWIOL[ ILOP7KRXJKWKHPRYLHLWVHOILVXQUHODW
HGWRWKHVHFXULW\IRUFHVWKHSURPRWLRQPDWHULDOLQFOXGHGDFOLSRI
YHWHUDQ%ROO\ZRRGDFWRU$QLO.DSRRUGUHVVHGLQDQ,$)XQLIRUP
XVLQJDVWULQJRIH[SOHWLYHV7KH,$)·VRIILFLDO7ZLWWHUKDQGOHSRLQW
HGRXWWKDWWKHXQLIRUPZDV´LQDFFXUDWHO\GRQQHGµDQGWKDW´WKH
ODQJXDJHXVHGLVLQDSSURSULDWHµ
(DUOLHULQ-XQH$/7%DODML ZDVSDQQHGIRUDQHSLVRGHRILWVVKRZ
¶;;;· ZKHUHDQ$UP\RIILFHU·VZLIHLVVKRZQWREHKDYLQJDQH[WUD
PDULWDODIIDLUZLWKKHUORYHUGRQQLQJKHUKXVEDQG·VXQLIRUPLQD
VWHDP\VFHQH$<RX7XEHUILOHGDSROLFHFRPSODLQWDQGKDVKWDJV
OLNH$OW%DODML,QVXOWV$UP\GLGWKHURXQGVRQVRFLDOPHGLDZKLOH
VHYHUDOYHWHUDQVH[SUHVVHGWKHLUREMHFWLRQWRWKHVKRZ3HUKDSVLW
ZDVWKLVSRSXODUVHQWLPHQWWKDWSURPSWHGWKH0LQLVWU\RI'HIHQFH
WRGHFODUHWKDWZHEVHULHVDQGILOPFRQWHQWEDVHGRQWKH,QGLDQ$UPHG
)RUFHVVKRXOGEHUHOHDVHGRQO\DIWHUD1R2EMHFWLRQ&HUWLILFDWH 12&
LVREWDLQHGIURPWKH*RYHUQPHQW,WLVXQGHUVWDQGDEOHZK\WKH$UPHG
)RUFHVDQGVRPHUHWLUHGSHUVRQQHOZRXOGEHLQFHQVHGE\VXFKFRQ
WHQW,QWKHLUH\HVLWGDPDJHVWKHSXEOLFSHUFHSWLRQRIWKHLQVWLWX
WLRQ ZKLFK LV VRPHWKLQJ WKDW PRVW RI WKHP WDNH JUHDW SULGH LQ
+RZHYHUWKHELJJHUTXHVWLRQWKLVFRQWURYHUV\KDVWKURZQXSLVWKLV
6KRXOGWKHSUHFLRXVWLPHDQGHQHUJ\RIWKH'HIHQFH0LQLVWU\DQG
WKH$UPHG)RUFHVHQWUXVWHGZLWKWKHGDXQWLQJWDVNRISURWHFWLQJ
WKHFRXQWU\EHVSHQWRQUHODWLYHO\PLQRULVVXHVOLNHWKHVH",QVWHDG
LVQ·WLWWLPHWKDW,QGLDSXWLQSODFHDVHWRIJXLGHOLQHVIRUFRQWHQW
FUHDWRUVWRIROORZZKHQLWFRPHVWRWKHGHSLFWLRQRIPLOLWDU\LQVLJQLD"
6XFKDPRYHZRXOGEHEHQHILFLDORQWKUHHFRXQWV)LUVWFRQ
WHQWFUHDWRUVZRXOGEHFRPHPRUHVHQVLWLYHWRWKHQHHGWRXSKROG
WKHKRQRXUDQGSUHVWLJHRIWKHPLOLWDU\DQGFDOLEUDWHWKHLUDUWLVWLF
IUHHGRPDFFRUGLQJO\2IWHQPLVWDNHVLQSRUWUD\DODUHQRWSURGXFWV
RIPDOLFHEXWVLPSOHLJQRUDQFHRIHVWDEOLVKHGSURWRFROVXFKDVUDQNV
XQLIRUPVDQGVRRQ6HFRQGWKH$UP\WKH1DY\DQGWKH,$)ZLOO
QRWKDYHWRH[SHQGWKHLUHQHUJLHVRQFRPSDUDWLYHO\PLQRULVVXHV
ZKHQ,QGLD·VLQWHUQDWLRQDOERUGHUVUHTXLUHWKHLUXUJHQWDWWHQWLRQ)LQDOO\
LWZLOOLQVXODWHWKHPLOLWDU\IURPWKHSUHVVXUHVRISRSXOLVWVHQWLPHQW
:RUOGZLGHFRXQWULHVKDYHSXWLQSODFHJXLGHOLQHVRQKRZPLO
LWDU\LQVLJQLDFDQEHGHSLFWHGRQVFUHHQ&ODXVH)RIWKH7LWOH
86&RGHVD\VWKDW´:KLOHSRUWUD\LQJDPHPEHURIWKH$UP\
1DY\$LU)RUFHRUWKH0DULQH&RUSVDQDFWRULQDWKHDWULFDORUPRWLRQ
SLFWXUHSURGXFWLRQPD\ZHDUWKHXQLIRUPRIWKDWDUPHGIRUFHLIWKH
SRUWUD\DOGRHVQRWWHQGWRGLVFUHGLWWKDWDUPHGIRUFHVµ,Q*HUPDQ\
GLVSOD\LQJV\PEROVRI1D]LUXOHVXFKDVWKHVZDVWLNDDQGWKHUXQLF
LQVLJQLDRIWKH6FKXW]VWDIIHODSDUDPLOLWDU\RUJDQLVDWLRQLVDFULPH
WKDWFRPHVZLWKDWKUHH\HDUSULVRQWHUP+RZHYHU6HFWLRQRI
WKH*HUPDQ&ULPLQDO&RGHGRHVDOORZWKHVHWREHXVHGWR´SUR
PRWHWKHDUWVRUVFLHQFHUHVHDUFKRUWHDFKLQJUHSRUWLQJDERXWFXU
UHQWRUKLVWRULFDOHYHQWVRUVLPLODUSXUSRVHVµ
$IHDWXUHFRPPRQWRERWKWKH*HUPDQDQG$PHULFDQJXLGH
OLQHVLVWKHLUEURDGFKDUDFWHU1HLWKHURIWKHPOLVWSUHFLVHUXOHVWKDW
FRQWHQWFUHDWRUVKDYHWRIROORZQRUGRWKH\SUHVFULEHWKLQJVWKH\
FDQRUFDQQRWVKRZRQVFUHHQ$VDUHVXOWWKHVHJXLGHOLQHVDOORZ
FUHDWRUVWRSXVKWKHERXQGDULHVRIDUWLVWLFH[SUHVVLRQZKLOHDWWKH
VDPHWLPHEHLQJVHQVLWLYHWRSXEOLFVHQWLPHQW,WLVLPSRUWDQWWR
EDODQFHEHWZHHQLQVWLWXWLRQDOSULGHDQGFRQVWLWXWLRQDOULJKWVWKDWDOORZ
IUHHH[SUHVVLRQZLWKLQWKHERXQGVRIWKH&RQVWLWXWLRQ
,Q,QGLDWKHODFNRIVLPLODUJXLGHOLQHVRUSURWRFROVPHDQVWKDW
WKH$UPHG)RUFHVDQGFRQWHQWFUHDWRUVKDYHQRFRPPRQVWDQGDUG
WRHYDOXDWHFRQWHQWE\OHDGLQJWRXQSUHGLFWDELOLW\ZKHUHFUHDWRUV
FDQQRWEHFHUWDLQZKHUHWKHLUFUHDWLYHIUHHGRPHQGV7KLVLVE\QR
PHDQVXQLTXHO\DSURGXFWRIWKH277HUDHLWKHU%DFNLQWKH
,$)KDGREMHFWHGWRFHUWDLQVFHQHVLQWKHFRPLQJRIDJHPRYLH¶5DQJ
'H%DVDQWL·GHVSLWHWKH&HQWUDO%RDUGRI)LOP&HUWLILFDWLRQ &%)&
FOHDULQJLWIRUUHOHDVH$SURORQJHGGHDGORFNHQVXHGGXULQJZKLFK
ERWKVLGHVVWXFNWRWKHLUGHPDQGVDQGWKHILOP·VUHOHDVHZDVGHOD\HG
7KHLPSDVVHEURNHRQO\DIWHU3UDQDE0XNKHUMHHWKHWKHQ'HIHQFH
0LQLVWHUVDZWKHILOP¶5DQJ'H%DVDQWL· ZHQWRQWREHFRPHDPDMRU
KLWDQLFRQLFILOPIRUWKH,QGLDQ\RXWKDQGWKHLQFLGHQWLVORQJIRU
JRWWHQ +RZHYHU WKH PRUDO RI WKDW VWRU\ LV VWLOO UHOHYDQW 7KH
*RYHUQPHQWRI,QGLDDQGWKH$UPHG)RUFHVDUHPHDQWWRGHIHQG
WKHFRXQWU\DQGQRWWRLQYROYHWKHPVHOYHVLQWKHEXVLQHVVRIFRQ
WHQWFUHDWLRQ%URDGJXLGHOLQHVWKDWEDODQFHDUWLVWLFIUHHGRPDQGWKH
VHQWLPHQWVRIWKHPLOLWDU\ZLOOHQVXUHMXVWWKDW
7KHZULWHULVDQ$VVRFLDWHDW.RDQ$GYLVRU\1HZ'HOKL7KH
YLHZVH[SUHVVHGDUHSHUVRQDO
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he Work From Home (WFH) culture that
has become the new normal due to the
Coronavirus pandemic and the gig economy that the socio-economic impact of the outbreak has necessitated, are here to stay. Even the
Government is facilitating this transition in the
workplace. However, this is not the first time that
the world is seeing a paradigm shift in work ethics
and culture. The intensification of the industrial revolution in the 18th and 19th centuries
brought about profound changes. People started leaving their homes and toiling in an outside
work environment. This transformation gave
birth to a new movement of skilled workers and
was the beginning of the 9 AM to 5 PM work
schedule in the office. This meant working in an
inflexible and regimented environment with tools
or equipment provided by an employer.
Despite the advent of work opportunities outside the house, some people still continued to
work from their residences. The development of
public transportation brought further changes in
the office culture as it enabled workers to travel easily. Consequently, the 20th century workforce turned into a commuting one, leading to
a rise in employment opportunities in offices and
factories engaged in manufacturing and the service economy. In this setting, companies largely controlled the means of production, manufacturing, office equipment and other work staples
which were expensive or not portable enough to
be utilised by individuals working from their
homes.
The nature of office work further changed
in the early 20th century with the advent of the
telephone, telegraph and typewriter, which were
considered as precursors to remote work.
Though by the early 1960s a majority of the workforce was a commuting one, the beginning of the
’70s saw several key changes that pushed remote
work to the forefront. Especially after the
Organisation of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries’ (OPEC’s) oil embargo and the clean
air Act in the US. In view of the high oil prices
and shortages, the rise of the information economy, environmental concerns and gridlock
commutes, companies began their experiment to
formalise remote work for employees.
In fact, The Washington Post published an
article and suggested that remote work could have
eased the gas crisis. The adoption of WFH
increased manifold in the late 20th and early 21st
century with the emergence of information and
communication technologies such as personal
computers, the internet, email, broadband connectivity, laptops, smartphones, cloud computing and videotelephony. Remote work is not new
in India too. For about two decades it has been
in trend in the information technology (IT)
industry in the country.
COVID-19 and WFH: Now, when the
world is grappling with the COVID-19 outbreak,
resilience is being displayed by many employers.
They are exploring new ways to ensure seamless
ways to continue their business even as the contagion shows no signs of abating. The pandemic has compelled industrialists to think of innovative work solutions in order to get the best out
of their employees while keeping them safe. Even
though the crisis raises questions on the current
work practices, thanks to digital platforms,
employees from all over the world have smartly managed their operations remotely.
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This can be seen as both, a return
to the pre-industrial revolution work
routines and advancement towards
the future of work. According to the
International Labour Organisation,
around 68 per cent of the world’s total
workforce, including 81 per cent
employers, are currently living in countries with recommended or required
workplace closures.
According to the job search site
Indeed, since the outbreak, searches for
remote work have increased by over 261
per cent. Similarly on LinkedIn, remote
job posting nearly tripled since March,
ranging from 1.5 times in Canada to 4.9
times in Brazil. Another global research
report by Lenovo revealed that 72 per
cent of the respondents globally agreed
that they would WFH more than they
did before the health emergency hit.
HFS Research reports that the global IT
industry showed a remarkable shift in
the way it operated by enabling over 75
per cent of the workforce to WFH. It
ranges from 62 per cent in the
Philippines, 72 per cent in the UK, 77
per cent in India to 93 per cent in
China.
Similarly, as per the Lenovo survey,
81 per cent of the respondents from
India agreed to shift to WFH after the
pandemic abates. An Associated
Chambers of Commerce and Industry
of India (ASSOCHAM) report reveals
that 74 per cent of regular workers
would like to continue with some
form of a WFH arrangement in a postCorona world. The survey results show
that around half of the remote workers in the country are from the Business
Process Outsourcing (BPO) and the
Information Technology Enabled
Services (ITES) sector followed by ITsoftware, education, e-commerce, publishing, banking, financial services and

the insurance sectors. Since the beginning of the lockdown in March, almost
90 per cent of the 4.3 million
IT/BPO/ITES sector workforce moved
to the WFH model in India.
Advantages: Remote working and
the virtual way of life have benefited
employees, employers and all stakeholders, allowing them to pause, think,
and balance their work, social, physical, mental and digital wellness. The
employers’ benefit is in the reduction
or elimination of real estate costs.
They can hire and use talent globally
while mitigating immigration issues.
Firms reap productivity gains while
workers are enjoying geographical flexibility which eliminates commutes,
giving them a better work-life balance.
In particular, flexible workspaces
allow women to restore a work-life balance. A study published in the Lancet
found that WFH not only benefits public health but also helps with sustainable travel. It helps cities lower their carbon footprint and reduces traffic congestions that lead to air pollution. As
a result, employees and employers are
spared many of the hidden costs associated with going to the workplace.
Disadvantages: However, as in all
things, there is a flip side of the coin too.
WFH poses the unique challenges of
social and professional isolation, technological issues, monitoring and evaluation of work, the quality of virtual
interactions, feedback from clients and
colleagues. The people working from
home are vulnerable to longer working
hours, frequent interruptions, cyber
security challenges, lack of peer support, lack of motivation for team work
and in some cases even greater stress.
Lack of a proper work space at home
too has created problems for some,
while inappropriate working conditions

led to health issues for others. Face-toface interaction vital to nurturing relationships and facilitating collaboration,
has been absent, leading to reduced
mental well-being. It is harder in
industries that require physical location
or presence for manufacturing activities. WFH is least suitable for drivers,
construction workers, shop sales professionals and domestic helpers, as their
occupations requires high human proximity.
The way forward: The Indian
Government has announced simplified
guidelines for other service providers
like BPOs, Knowledge Process
Outsourcing and ITES among others to
reduce the compliance burden for the
industry and facilitate WFH and ‘Work
from Anywhere’.
The Government has removed
several reporting and regulatory compliances for service providers such as
deposit of bank guarantees, requirement for a static Internet Protocol
address, publication of the network diagram and penal provisions.
According to the Labour Secretary,
the Ministry proposes to frame guidelines for workers employed in the services sector, such as work flexibility and
an explicit WFH provision for companies. These steps are important for the
future of work, not only in the IT sector but for other service sectors, too.
This would help to promote a new work
culture and provide the much-needed
boost to the emerging gig economy,
which has a huge potential to generate
new employment opportunities for
the unemployed men and women in
India.
(Balwant is Senior Faculty at the
IHD and Nidhi is Director at The
Vision, New Delhi. The views expressed
are personal)
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ith the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) Special
Court Judge K Sanal Kumar
pronouncing the verdict in the Sister
Abhaya
murder
case
in
Thiruvananthapuram, sentencing
Sephy and Thomas Kottoor to life
imprisonment, an important chapter
in this sensational murder case has
been closed. However, this is just temporary as the accused are likely to
appeal against the verdict in the
Kerala High Court and then in the
Supreme Court.
It was a drawn out case because
Sister Abhaya, a novitiate in the Saint

W

Pius X Convent at Kottayam in
Kerala, was found dead under mysterious circumstances in a well on the
convent premises on the morning of
March 27, 1992. The Kerala Police
which probed the case initially, concluded that it was a clear case of suicide. To substantiate their findings,
police officials alleged that Abhaya
was from a family which was prone
to mental distress and which had a
history of suicides. Though it has been
more than 28 years since Abhaya was
found dead, no journalist could substantiate the claims of the Kerala
Police. Apart from pronouncing the
death as suicide, the local police as
well as the Crime Branch unit were
competing with each other to destroy
the evidence. A local photographer
who was hired by the police to take
the pictures of Abhaya’s body
destroyed irrevocably most of the
photographs which showed nail
marks on her neck.
A murder which took place in
1992 has come to a conclusion after
nearly three decades thanks to the

perseverance of two individuals,
Joemon Puthenpurackal, a social
activist, and Raju, a petty thief who
witnessed the entire drama live while
hiding in a tree in the convent.
A lot could be written about
Abhaya’s murder but the issue before
us should not be confined to this case
alone. There is a dictum “justice
delayed is justice denied.” If we follow
this principle, Abhaya has been
denied justice. Not only Abhaya,
there are thousands of people in India
who have been denied justice. What
prevents our courts from speeding up
the litigation process and coming to
a conclusion within months of a case
being filed?
The first time I heard a speech by
Narendra Modi was in January 2009
when he flew down to Chennai to
deliver a keynote address at the
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas. Modi, who
was the Chief Minister of Gujarat at
that time, centred his speech more on
the development initiatives his
Government was taking. He had
said that his mission was to ensure a

“zero backlog” of cases in all courts
in the State by 2010. It is hard to tell
what the current situation in Gujarat
courts is. But if instances like the
Abhaya murder case are any indication, India is light years away from
reaching a zero backlog. This has had
a detrimental impact on the lives of
many.
A prime example of this is the
case of the late MKK Nair. The
senior bureaucrat, who belonged to
the first batch of Indian
Administrative Service (IAS) officers
in the country, had his wonderful
career cut short by fake cases slapped
against him by a CBI officer in
Kerala.
Eventually, the trial court found
that all charges against Nair were
trumped-up but the damage had
been done by then. Nair should have
retired as a Cabinet Secretary in 1977;
instead, he was suspended from service in 1973. It took more than a
decade for the court to acquit him of
all charges. It cannot be said that he
got justice. Plus, the country lost the

services of a visionary who was the
architect of Udyogmandal in Kerala
that contributed a lot to the Green
Revolution.
Similarly, AIADMK candidate
Manoj Pandian, a legal luminary
who contested the Assembly election
from Cheranmahadevi constituency
in 2006, was defeated by P Veldurai
of the Indian National Congress.
Pandian challenged the election in the
court and it took five years for the
apex court to declare Veldurai’s election as illegal, null and void. The verdict came on the day when the people of Tamil Nadu were on their way
to elect the new Assembly!
In the 2009 election, P
Chidambaram, the Congress candidate from the Sivaganga Lok Sabha
constituency, was declared defeated
initially. But the counting was stopped
for a few hours and then it was
announced by the Returning Officer
that he had won the election, defeating his nearest rival Raja Kannappan
by 3,000 votes. Though Kannappan
challenged the result in the Madras

High Court immediately after the poll,
the Madras High Court is yet to pronounce the verdict, though the country witnessed two Lok Sabha elections
(2014 and 2019) since then.
However, it is not just cases related to elections that get delayed in the
courts. What happened to the 2G
Spectrum Scam which was broken by
The Pioneer in 2007? The Coalgate
scam? The National Herald case initiated by Subramanian Swamy or the
illegal telephone exchange case? Why
are we plagued by this inordinate
delay in our courts? It is no wonder
that kangaroo courts are flourishing
in Tamil Nadu and even people who
have reached the age of superannuation have enrolled as students in law
colleges in and around Chennai. It is
a sad state of affairs that justice keeps
on getting delayed and hence denied
in the country. Hopefully, the new
year will bring a renewed effort to
clear the backlog of court cases in
India.
(The writer is a senior journalist.
The views expressed are personal)
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Kathmandu:
Nepal
Communist Party’s executive
chairman Pushpa Kamal Dahal
‘Prachanda’ was on Wednesday
elected as the ruling party’s new
parliamentary leader, replacing
Prime Minister KP Sharma
Oli.
The 66-year-old leader’s
nomination was proposed by
senior leader Madhav Kumar
Nepal, who was earlier named
as one of the two chairmen of
the party, at a parliamentary
party meeting of the
Prachanda-led faction at the
Parliament Building in New
Baneshwar, My Republica
reported.
Oli, 68, was removed from
the post of party’s chairman on
Tuesday by a central committee meeting of the Prachandaled faction, which also decided to take disciplinary action
against him for dissolving the
House of Representatives

unconstitutionally.
Prachanda said that his
first priority would be to restore
the dissolved House of
Representatives and form a
new government.
“I will unify all the democratic forces and political parties to keep the hard-won political system and parliament
lively and functioning,” he said.
He thanked lawmakers for
electing him as the parliamentary leader and said that he has
been handed over a huge
responsibility during this chal-
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Kathmandu: Nepal’s Supreme
Court on Wednesday forwarded all writ petitions challenging Prime Minister KP
Sharma Oli’s move to abruptly dissolve the Parliament to a
Constitutional bench, amid
intensified struggle between
the two warring factions of the
Nepal Communist Party to
wrest control of the ruling
party.
Chief Justice Cholendra
Shumsher Rana’s single bench
passed the order after a preliminary hearing on the 12 different writ petitions filed
against the dissolution of the
House of Representatives,
according to court sources.
The Constitutional bench
will start the hearing on Friday.
The bench is led by Chief
Justice Rana and will have four

other justices who will be
picked by him.
During the preliminary
hearings on Wednesday, senior
lawyers citing Constitutional
provisions argued that Prime
Minister Oli has no right to
dissolve the House so long as
there is a possibility of forming an alternative government.
It was a coup against the
Constitution itself, said senior
advocate Dinesh Tripathi, one
of the petitioners.
As per the Constitution, if
the majority government is
dissolved, there is a provision
to form an alternative government by two or more political parties and a minority
government could also be
formed before going to the
people for fresh mandate, he
pointed out.
PTI

lenging time.
Earlier in the day, the
Supreme Court forwarded all
the writ petitions against Prime
Minister Oli’s move to dissolve Parliament to a
Constitutional bench.
Chief Justice Cholendra
SJB Rana’s single bench passed
the order after a preliminary
hearing on the 12 different writ
petitions filed against the dissolution of the House of
Representatives, the paper
reported.
The Constitutional bench
will start the hearing on Friday.
The bench is led by Chief
Justice Rana and will have four
other justices who will be
picked by him.
Although the petitioners
demanded an interim order
against the decision, the apex
court has refused to issue any
such order.
Meanwhile, leaders of the
Prachanda-led faction have
told the Election Commission
that they hold a two-thirds
majority in the party and therefore they must be granted official recognition by the election
body, the paper said.
PTI

Colombo: A silent protest was
held in Sri Lanka’s capital
Colombo against the government’s policy of cremating the
bodies of Muslim victims of
COVID-19 pandemic despite
the World Health Organisation
(WHO) approving burials.
Sajith Premadasa, the main
Opposition leader, led the
protest, which was also attended by civil society groups.
Muslim groups allege their
community’s coronavirus victims were being forcefully cremated against their religious

belief. They say some of them
have been buried secretly.
The process of cremation is
forbidden within Islam and
Judaism, which require members of the faiths to be buried.
The authorities claim that
burials may lead to further
spread of the pandemic. The
Government has appointed an
experts’ panel to make recommendations on the issue of
burials, but it has yet to come up
with any recommendations
even after 9 months, the Muslim
civil society groups say. PTI
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London: More parts of the UK
could be placed under the
strictest level of lockdown as
ministers hold talks on
Wednesday after the country
registered 36,804 positive coronavirus cases, the largest daily
number of infections recorded
at any time during the pandemic.
UK
Communities
Secretary Robert Jenrick said
the new mutation of coronavirus is behind the spike to a
large extent but it remains
“very concentrated” in London
and the south-east of England,
where Tier 4 stay-at-home
lockdown measures are already
in place.
“The new variant is much
less prevalent elsewhere, but
there is rising evidence that you
can find it in a range of other
parts of the country. So the
question is, whether we should
take action to try to head that
off,” he explained.
“The tiered system was
designed before we knew the
full ferocity of the new variant,
and so we do have to make sure
it’s sufficiently robust to be able
to withstand this and to stop
cases just rising at the very worrying levels they are now in
parts of the country,” he said.
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It comes as the new variant,
named VUI-202012/01 and
with much higher transmissibility, led to several countries
including India cutting off
transport links with the UK in
an effort to try and contain its
spread outside Britain.
The backlog of lorries built
up on the UK border with
France has now begun to gradually clear up after an agreement was reached.
France agreed to lift its ban
on UK arrivals on the condition of a negative coronavirus
test. However, there have been
reports of scuffles on the UKFrance border as truckers face
days ahead before the nearly

1,500 lorries can start moving
towards their destinations.
During what is an annual
festive and holiday period in
the UK with Christmas and
New Year, millions in the country have had their plans to meet
friends and family scuppered
after UK Prime Minister Boris
Johnson abandoned a planned
five-day “Christmas bubble”
as scientists confirmed the new
Covid variant was spreading
more rapidly.
Under the revised rules,
only people living in tiers one
to three are permitted to
socialise in a bubble of three
households on December 25
for Christmas Day.
PTI
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Bangui (Central African
Republic): Violence threatens
Central African Republic’s
presidential and legislative elections on Sunday, and some
opposition candidates have
pulled out of the race amid
growing insecurity.
President
Faustin
Archange Touadera and his
party say the vote will go ahead
after government forces clashed
with rebels in recent days as the
United Nations’ peacekeeping
force tried to prevent a blockade of Bangui, the capital.
Rwanda, which sent in soldiers after its peacekeepers came
under threat, and Central
African Republic have blamed

B\^ZTaXbTbUa^\PUXaTPc;X_P\XVaP]cRP\_X]1^b]XP^]FTS]TbSPh

the confrontation on former
President Francois Bozize, alleging an attempted power grab
ahead of a vote from which he
is barred from participating.
Russian forces also have arrived
to help with security.
Parties in the Democratic
Opposition Coalition known as
COD-2020 this week said seven
of its candidates will pull out of
the election, citing the violence.
The parties had wanted the
vote to be delayed, alleging
poor preparations and an electoral body influenced by the
president. A delay would allow
more time to work toward a
national unity government, the
parties said.

0?

Experts warn of a strong
chance of further violence if the
opposition doesn’t accept the
election results. “A contested
outcome may lead to a postelectoral crisis that armed
groups could use to further
weaken the state,” the
International Crisis Group
noted.
Sixteen candidates are running for president, including
three women and Touadera.
There are more than 1,500 candidates for 140 seats in the
national assembly. More than
1.86 million voters are registered,
but more than 598,000 refugees
in neighboring countries will not
vote, according to the UN. AP
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hina evacuated more than
200 nationals to a safer area
after eight Chinese mining
company vehicles were stolen
during armed conflict ahead of
an election in the Central
African Republic, its embassy
said Wednesday.
A statement on the
embassy website said the situation is now under control
with the help of UN peacekeeping forces, though there is

C

still sporadic gunfire.
The conflict followed a
December 3 court decision to
bar former President Francois
Bozize from participating presidential and legislative elections
on Sunday.
Bozize, in response, gathered rebel groups to march on
the capital city Bangui.
They have been engaged in
conflict with government forces
in the Yaloke area since
December 15, according to the
embassy statement.
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he United Arab Emirates’
highest Islamic authority,
T
the UAE Fatwa Council, has
ruled that coronavirus vaccines
are permissible for Muslims
even if they contain pork gelatin.
The ruling follows growing
alarm that the use of pork
gelatin, a common vaccine
ingredient, may hamper vaccination among Muslims who
consider the consumption of
pork products “haram”, or forbidden under Islamic law.
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Hong Kong: Hong Kong media
tycoon Jimmy Lai was granted
bail on Wednesday, nearly three
weeks after he was remanded in
custody over fraud and national security-related charges.
Lai, an outspoken advocate
for democracy in Hong Kong,
was charged with fraud on
December 3 for allegedly violating the lease terms for office
space for his media company,
Next Digital. He was later
charged again on December 12
under the national security law,
on suspicion of colluding with
foreign forces and endangering

national security.
Lai is among a recent string
of pro-democracy activists and
supporters arrested by Hong
Kong police in recent months,
prompting concerns that Hong
Kong is cracking down on dissent following Beijing’s imposition of a national security law
on the semi-autonomous
Chinese territory in June.
He appeared in court on
Wednesday and was released on
bail of 10 million Hong Kong
dollars ($1.3 million). He had
been kept behind bars since
December 3.
AP
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Washington: President Donald
Trump has pardoned 15 people, including a pair of congressional Republicans who
were strong and early supporters, a 2016 campaign official ensnared in the Russia
probe and former government
contractors convicted in a 2007
massacre in Baghdad.
Trump’s actions in his final
weeks in office show a president who is wielding his executive power to reward loyalists
and others who he believes
have been wronged by a legal
system he sees as biased against

him and his
allies.
On Tuesday,
Trump issued
the pardons —
not an unusual
act for an outgoing president — even as he
refused to publicly acknowledge his election loss to
Democrat Joe Biden, who will
be sworn in on Jan. 20.
Trump is likely to issue
more pardons before then. He
and his allies have discussed a
range of other possibilities,
including members of Trump’s
family and his personal attorney Rudy Giuliani.
AP
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usinesses with monthly
B
turnover of over C50 lakh
will have to mandatorily pay at
least 1 per cent of their GST
liability in cash, the Finance
Ministry said as it moved to
curb evasion by fake invoicing.
The Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and Customs
(CBIC) has introduced Rule
86B in Goods and Services Tax
(GST) rules which restricts
use of input tax credit (ITC) for
discharging GST liability to 99
per cent.
“... The registered person
shall not use the amount available in electronic credit ledger
to discharge his liability
towards output tax in excess of
99 per cent of tax liability, in
cases where the value of taxable
supply ... In a month exceeds C
50 lakh,” the CBIC said.
While calculating the
turnover threshold, sales from
GST exempt goods and zero
rates supply would not be

included.
However, this restriction
will not apply where the managing director or any partner
have paid more than C1 lakh as
income tax or the registered
person has received a refund
amount of more than C1 lakh
in the preceding financial year
on account of unutilised input
tax credit.
EY Tax Partner Abhishek
Jain said the government has
put restrictions on seamless
input credit utilisation with
introduction of Rule 89B,
which blocks utilisation of ITC
beyond 99 per cent of the output liability, for businesses having taxable turnover of more
than Rs 50 lakh per month.
“With the government
providing reasonable exceptions to this rule, the idea
remains to prevent misutilisation of credit by businesses taking fake credits,” Jain added.
Further, the CBIC has
amended GST rules restricting
filing of outward supply details

in GSTR-1 for business that
have not paid tax for the past
periods by filing GSTR 3B.
So far, until now, non-filing of GSTR 3B resulted in
blockage of e-way bill but will
now result in GSTR 1 blockage
as well.
Abhishek Jain, Tax
Partner, EY said, “The government has now restricted filing of outward supply details
in GSTR 1 return for businesses who have not paid tax
for the past periods by filing
GSTR 3B.
“The government’s idea
here seems to be to curb input
tax credit passing by businesses which have otherwise not
paid their GST liability,” Jain
added.
AMRG & Associates
Senior Partner Rajat Mohan
said, “These changes indicate
that government is grappling
with lower tax collections and
high tax evasions, burden of
which will again be on honest
taxpayers”.
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ndia has been ordered to
return up to USD 1.4 billion
to Cairn Energy plc of UK after
an international arbitration
overturned tax demanded retrospectively - an award the government indicated it may challenge.
The three-member tribunal, which also comprised of
a nominee of the Indian government, unanimously ruled
that India’s claim of C10,247
crore in past taxes over a 200607 internal reorganisation of
Cairn’s India business was not
a valid demand.
India, it said, “failed to
accord the Claimants’ (Cairn
Energy’s) investments fair and
equitable treatment” under the
bilateral investment protection
pact the nation had with the
UK, it said in a 582-page order.
The tribunal ordered the
government to desist from
seeking such a tax and return

I

the value of shares it had sold,
dividends seized and tax
refunds withheld to recover the
tax demand.
The government was
asked to compensate Cairn
“for the total harm suffered”
together with interest and cost
of arbitration, according to the
order. While the order does not
contain a provision for challenge or appeal against the
award, the government said it
will study the arbitration award
and “will consider all options
and take a decision on the further course of action, including
legal remedies before appropriate fora.” Cairn, according to
people aware of the matter, can
use the arbitration award to
approach courts in countries
such as the UK to seize any
property owned by India has
overseas to recover the money
if the award is not honoured.
In a statement, Cairn
Energy said it had been awarded USD 1.2 billion damages

plus interest and costs.
Sources said including
USD 200 million of interest and
USD 22 million of arbitration
cost, the total amount payable
by the Indian government is
USD 1.4 billion (about Rs
10,500 crore).
This is the second loss the
government has suffered in
three months over the retrospective levy of taxes. In
September, UK’s Vodafone
Group won an international
arbitration against the demand
of Rs 22,100 crore in taxes.
However, Cairn was the
only company against which
the government took action to
recover retrospective taxes.
During the pendency of the
arbitration, the government
sold Cairn’s near 5 per cent
holding in Vedanta Ltd, seized
dividends totalling Rs 1,140
crore due to it from those
shareholdings and set off a Rs
1,590-crore tax refund against
the demand.
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BI Governor Shaktikanta
Das has asked banks to take
R
proactive measures to strengthen their resilience and lending
capacity by raising capital, the
central bank said in a statement
on Wednesday.
During a two-day meeting
with heads of banks, including
the private sector lenders, the
governor emphasised on the
need to remain vigilant and
make provisions against bad
loans proactively.
Das had held similar meetings in May as well. He had also
met with representatives of
other financial institutions like
NBFCs and microfinance
lenders.
The RBI, in its statement,

said Das held meetings with the
MD & CEOs of public sector
banks and select private sector
lenders on Tuesday and
Wednesday, respectively,
through video conferencing.
The meetings were also
attended by the RBI’s deputy
governors.
During the meetings, Das
touched upon the current economic situation and emphasised on the importance of the
banking sector in supporting
the ongoing revival in economic activities, RBI said.
With specific reference to
the financial sector, he highlighted the measures taken by
the central bank since the onset
of the pandemic to stabilise the
economy and ensure financial
stability.
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ecovering economy, sprouting demand and improving
R
prices raise hopes for the country’s battered steel sector as it
steps into the new year after
pandemic-induced disruptions
turned 2020 into a “disaster” for
the industry.
As the sector experiences
signs of better times, the apex
body of domestic steel makers,
ISA, expects good days ahead
and surely no more outbreak
like that of coronavirus infections.The Indian steel industry
grappled with tough times in
running their operations as
well as witnessed a sharp
plunge in demand for steel
soon after the coronavirus pandemic and subsequent lock-
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inance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Wednesday
concluded pre-budget consultation meetings for budget
2021-22 held in virtual mode.
More than 170 invitees
representing 9 stakeholder
groups participated in 15 meetings scheduled between
December 14 and 23.
The stakeholder groups
include financial and capital
markets; health, education and
rural development; water and
sanitation; trade union and

F

labour organisations; industry, services and trade; infrastructure, energy and climate
change sector; agriculture and
agro-processing industry;
industrialists; and economists.
Union Minister of State for
Finance & Corporate Affairs
Anurag Singh Thakur, Finance
Secretar y A.B. Pandey ;
Secretary, DIPAM, Tuhin
Kanta Pandey; Secretary,
Expenditure
T.V.
Somanathan;
Secretary, DEA, Tarun Bajaj;
Chief Economic Advisor
Krishnamurthy Subramanian
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eading direct-to-home (DTH) player Tata Sky
on Wednesday said the government's deciL
sion to grant licences to the operators for a longer
20 years would provide certainty to the industry. The Union Cabinet on Wednesday approved
a revision in the guidelines for providing DTH
services in the country under which licences
would be issued for 20 years.
Currently, the licence is valid for 10 years for
DTH players.
"We are grateful to (Information and
Broadcasting Minister Prakash) Javadekar, for
resolving the long-standing impasse on the DTH
Licence policy which will provide certainty to
the industry," Tata Sky Managing Director and
Chief Executive Officer Harit Nagpal told PTI.
However, he also said the DTH industry is
looking at a level-playing field with the parity
of licence fee with cable TV.
"We look forward to a level-playing field via
parity of the licence fee with cable TV, which is
also licensed by (the Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting) and follows the same prices and
margins as regulated by Trai's NTO (new tariff
order)," he said.
Changes have also been approved for 100 per
cent foreign direct investment limit in the industry. Till now, the FDI was limited to 49 per cent,
Javadekar said during a media briefing.
The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(Trai) was consulted in this regard, he added.
While the commerce ministry had spoken
of 100 per cent FDI in the DTH industry, the
guidelines of the ministry needed to be changed.
According to a report by sectoral regulator
Trai, the DTH industry has an active subscriber
base of 72.44 million paying customers in the
quarter ended March 31.

and senior officers from
Ministry of Finance and other
Ministries also participated in
the meetings.
The stakeholder groups
made several suggestions on
various subjects that included
fiscal policy, including taxation;
bond markets; insurance; infrastructure spending; health and
education budget; social protection; skilling; water harvesting and conservation; sanitation; MGNREGS; public distribution system; ease of doing
business; production linked
investment scheme, exports.

downs disrupted overall economic activities. Adverse market conditions forced steelmakers to cut down their operations by up to 50 per cent in
April. There was a shortage of
manpower as many workers
migrated to their native places
amid the lockdown as well as
limitations on the number of
staff working at an office or site
after gradual unlocking.The
nationwide lockdown came
into force in late March and the
relaxations began in a phased
manner only in June. While
terming 2020 as a “catastrophe”
for the steel industry, Indian
Steel Association (ISA) Deputy
Secretar y-General Arnab
Hazra said there is a revival in
demand now which will continue to grow in 2021.

?XPVVX^8]SXP
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New Delhi:Piaggio India on
Wednesday launched its premium scooter Aprilia SXR 160
priced at C1.26 lakh (ex-showroom Pune).The model can be
booked for an initial amount of
C 5,000 across all dealerships in
India and online on apriliaindia.Com, the company said in
a statement. The premium
scooter is powered by a singlecylinder, 4-stroke engine that
produces peak power of 11 PS
at 7100 RPM. It comes with a
fuel tank capacity of seven
litres.
PTI
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he Sensex and Nifty defied
T
gravity for the second
straight session on Wednesday
as investors scooped up IT
and FMCG shares amid a firm
trend in global markets.
A recovering rupee and
global drugmakers’ assertion
that their Covid-19 vaccines
will work against a new coronavirus strain the UK further
shored up investor confidence,
traders said.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
rallied 437.49 points or 0.95 per
cent to close at 46,444.18.
Similarly, the broader NSE
Nifty surged 134.80 points or
1 per cent to 13,601.10. HUL
was the top gainer in the Sensex
pack, spurting 2.67 per cent,
followed by Infosys, M&M,
SBI, ITC, IndusInd Bank, Bajaj
Finance, Asian Paints, Bharti
Airtel and TCS. Only four
index components closed lower
-- Titan, PowerGrid, NTPC
and HDFC, shedding up to
0.81 per cent.
Global markets were largely positive after drug companies like BioNTech, Moderna
and AstraZeneca exuded confidence that their COVID-19
vaccines will be effective

against the new virus strain
reported in the UK.
However, gains were
capped after US President
Donald Trump hinted at vetoing the USD 900 billion economic aid package passed by
the Congress due to the
“ridiculously low” USD 600 aid
for individuals.

C b]P_b!SPh
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Mumbai:The rupee snapped
its two-day losing streak to
settle higher by 8 paise at
73.76 against the US dollar
on Wednesday, tracking
strong domestic equities and
sustained foreign fund
inflows.
At the interbank forex
market, the local unit opened
at 73.89 against the greenback and witnessed an intraday high of 73.73 and a low
of 73.90.
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ctor Richa Chadha doesn’t seem happy about
promotions happening remotely via Zoom
and phone calls. Maybe that’s because she
doesn’t like things too easy and casual, contrary
to how she essays most of her characters.
“Everything is remote, so it’s much easier
than real promotions,” says she.
Richa plays the role of an adult
star, Shakeela, in an eponymous
biopic based on the life of the
actor who ruled the South
Indian film industry for over
two decades. The actor was
a controversial star back
then as most of her adult
films were perceived as soft
porn. The film delves deep to
understand her as a person and
not only as an adult film star.
Excerpts:

A

YWhat were your initial thoughts when the
offer to play Shakeela came your way? Were you
aware of her journey before?
I didn’t meet her in person before the role was
offered. Growing up in Delhi, I had little to no exposure to her and her films. But of course, I had read
about her in a national magazine cover in the early
2000s. I remember, as a kid I was intrigued about
her because the magazine said a lot of things
about her personality — How fierce she was, how
she was always on the darker side and an unlikely superstar. So, during the initial stage I was
basically trying to understand the phenomenon of Shakeela.
YHow does it feel to portray the person you
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were intrigued to during your childhood?
Sometimes you get to work with people you had idealised, and honestly, this is
a great feeling for any actor. When I
worked with Manoj Bajpayee, I recalled
seeing him as a kid in Satya (1998). And
when I played his wife in Gangs of
Wasseypur (2012), that was very special
and different... I learnt so much from
him.
YWhat made you say ‘yes’ to the role?

Shakeela’s life was very cinematic,
full of ups and downs. There’s a lot of
betrayal and drama in her journey.
When I first heard her story, I was quite
surprised that nobody had made a film
on this subject till now. So I took it as
an opportunity to bring her story out
with all the necessary things that had
to be shown.
YWhen you play a lead in a biopic, the

responsibility is huge, especially when
it’s about a controversial figure. How
did you prepare yourself?
I knew I would have to do some
homework, apart from the physical
preparations of gaining weight and so
on. Of course, that feeling of doing justice to the role was there but I wasn’t
much apprehensive about it because I
knew that that is in my control. I knew
what I was getting into. I just want her (Shakeela)
to be happy with the final product. This is the only
thing I am worried about because I haven’t seen the
final film because of the pandemic. We’ll all see it
together.
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YNow that you have studied her and

know her deeply, do you think she
has a side that the world doesn’t
know yet?
She is somebody with a really
good heart. She is not bitter about anything, be it her family, friends or the
superstars who tried to ruin her life.
So in that sense she is very victorious.
No one has managed to break her spirit. I feel that she deserves love and
recognition for everything that has
happened to her. I always see her as
a victim in this scenario, somebody
who has been wronged.
YWhy do you think so?

This is because I’ve heard and
known about her story closely with
her parents, family and how some
stars tried to sabotage her career,
which is a big topic in the film too.
YEven though people have been
watching Shakeela’s film (mostly
adult), they are often slut shamed
and labelled by society at large. Do
you think this reflects hypocrisy?
Hypocrisy is there in every aspect
and not just adult films. The whole

film industry suffers from it. For
instance, in Mumbai, it is tough for
actors to get a house on rent and at the
same time everybody is always watching films. You know what I mean?
This is an issue but I think there
are changes in society now and people have become much more accepting. Now, a proper porn star can conduct a film with dignity here. So, we
have come a long way.
YYour characters vary from each
other largely. What factors influence
your decision while choosing a role?
Sometimes the reason is purely
commercial, sometimes I want to
explore something as an artist, sometimes it’s the relationship with my coactors and directors. So, the reasons
keep changing with the project. But
one consistent thing is that I try to take
at least one project a year that can
challenge me and help me grow as an
actor.
YHow has your work helped you
evolve as an actor?
Each project gives you something if you work hard on it. If you
don’t, then it takes a longer time to
learn. However, it’s good to learn on
the job because cinema is a great
learning for actors. Although people
are always reminding actresses of their
marriage or ‘what next’ in life but the
truth is that as you grow old, you
become a better performer and learn
from your experiences. This, in turn,
helps you shape your life and take better decisions.
(The film releases on December
25.)
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we have added several elements of joy wiz a first of its
kind Santa Museum,
Christmas Flea Market, Santa
Parade and so much more to
explore. We have pushed the
envelope of festivities and
celebrations with innovative
experiments.”

ne of the most eagerly
awaited visual is
O
Christmas displays every year.
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I want her to live with dignity after
the film releases. I spent a lot of time
with Shakeela, trying to understand
her point of view... I asked a lot of
rough questions. And to her credit, she
answered everything really well.
Basically, I wanted to observe her and
her world which helped me carve
myself into the role well. She was very
candid, more than how she was in the
films or is in public. It was a great time
working with Shakeela.
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With December and the yearend approaching, malls across
Delhi are slowly getting into
the festive spirits despite what
a turbulent year it has been.
The year-end Christmas
shopping this year will witness
a glimpse of the dazzling festive decor that has been put
up across malls.
Karmic Events has contributed heavily in decking up
the malls for the festive season. All the malls mentioned
are decorated by this company. Its MD, Gunwant Singh,
says, “We bring ideas to create experiences and larger
than life innovations in retail
spaces. Every year, we bring
decor and installations. This
year too, we have tried to give
some great experiences when
people couldn’t travel to their
most loved destinations.
We’ve tried to bring cities to
life from around the globe to
imbibe the spirit of festivity
and joy in malls this
Christmas. During these
tough times, it is imperative to
spread positivity and cheer
and indulge in some remarkable experiences.”

0V[X\_bT^U?PaXbPc0XaXP\P[[6dadVaP\

HIGHLIGHTS AT
DIFFERENT MALLS:

tallest Christmas Tree in
Seawoods Grand Central Mall
in Navi Mumbai and not to
forget, spreading joy through
our Candyland themed decoration at The Pavillion, Pune;
we have tried to push the
envelope of creativity and out
of the box designs to make
our patrons go awestruck at
their destination of recreation and shopping, keeping
in mind the safety and
hygiene quotient at the malls.”

Nexus mall
Nishank Joshi , CMO
says, “We have introduced a
way to shop that fetches you
reward this Christmas and
New year. Known for humongous installations; be it a 20
feet tall polar bear at Elante
Mall, Chandigarh, or the

Pacific mall
Abhishek
Bansal,
Executive Director, Pacific
mall, Tagore garden says,
“Christmas is a synonym for
festivities, joy and holidays
across geographies. Every year
we make an attempt to take
our patrons around the world

by re-creating one of the
seven
wonders.This
Christmas also, we bring in
“Christ the Redeemer” to celebrate the festival in its glory.
The installation soars over
34ft in height, as we have tried
to capture the larger than life
majesty of the actual statue.
We welcome our patrons to
enjoy and experience the festive decor with us, as they do
every year.”
Vegas mall
Harsh V Bansal, Director,
Vegas mall, Dwarka says, “We
give you something to
remember. A Santa larger
than life, magnanimous Santa
that moves and actually sings
for you, is definitely a first.
Moreover, to enhance your
experience this Christmas,

Airia mall
Sanjeev Kumar, Centre
Head, Airia mall, Gurugram
says, “This Christmas, visit
Paris in the heart of Gurgaon!
The vibe of Christmas and the
spirit of festivities now join
hands at our mall. The holiday mood has got an elevation
with a 64 feet tall installation
of the Eiffel Tower, just a small
drive away from the comfort
of your home. The hype about
Eiffel Tower fits aptly to the
European feel of Christmas
this year. When you can’t
travel around to see the architectural wonder, we have
brought it right to you. Come
visit the joy and warmth of
Paris here.”
The Elf Town
This Christmas, the Elf
Town square welcomes you to
the Delhi Airport. The quintessential cuckoo clock has
been given a Christmas
makeover and the nutcrackers are guarding the beautiful
gifts and trees to keep them
safe for Christmas. They take
the visitors on a tour of the
Santa’s Toy Factory where all
the action takes place. The
setup shows Elves at work,
moving pulleys, a toy train at
the Elf Town station and a
giant gift box Christmas tree.
Certainly, a treat to the eyes!
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NAFED
AGM
TAKES
STOCK
OF
PROFITS
T
he 63rd Annual General
Meeting (AGM) of National
Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Federation of India Ltd
(NAFED) was held. Welcoming the
participants Bijender Singh, chairman
of NAFED, thanked the Union
Minister of Agriculture, Narendra
Singh Tomar, MoS for Agriculture,
Parshottam Khodabhai Rupala,
Secretar y (A&C), Additional
Secretary (A&C) and other senior
officers in the Ministry of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare for their constant guidance and support to
NAFED. He assured the government that NAFED would strive hard
to accomplish the tasks assigned by
the government to the best of its ability
The chairman of NAFED
informed that with the government’s
support at all levels and right policy
decisions at the level of the Board of
Directors, support of the member
societies and hard work put in by the
Managing Director, officers and
employees, the federation is now continuing on the path of progress both
financially and in providing better
services to the farming community by
implementing various schemes of the
government of India.
He further informed the general body that NAFED has been generating profits for the last three years
accumulating to C670 crores, which
is a remarkable achievement. It was
possible with the support from all
concerned and various new initiatives
taken by NAFED during these years.
He also announced that the
Board of Directors has approved the

highest ever dividend of 20 per cent
to the member federations, societies
for the first time in the history of
NAFED.
Sanjeev Kumar Chadha,
Managing Director, tabled a brief of
activities carried out by the federation
during 2019-20. During the year, it
achieved a turnover of C16,280.98
crores with a net profit of C165.65
crores. The federation continued to
be one of the central nodal agencies
of the government for procurement
of oil seeds and pulses under price
support scheme, in addition to maintaining buffers of pulses on its behalf.
During 2019-20, a quantity of
33,03,157 MT of oil seeds and pulses valuing over C16,066 crores was
procured, which was relatively lower
as compared to last year due to lower
arrivals at PSS procurement centers

on account of firming up of prices.
Similarly, NAFED procured a
quantity of 1,11,697 MT of pulses
valuing over C648 crores to maintain

buffers on behalf of the government
to serve any emergent requirement in
the country. NAFED also continued
supplying milled pulses to the Army,

Central Para Military Forces and to
states under different welfare schemes
such as PDS, MDM and ICDS.
The MD of NAFED informed that
supplies of various agri-commodities,
household items, articles towards
humanitarian aid/emergency relief
material were also made to countries
such as Iran, Namibia, Mynamar and
Bangladesh worth over C15.50 crores
at the behest of the Ministry of
External Affairs, Government of India.
During 2019-20, NAFED undertook seed business worth over C27.44
crores, which was distributed to states
across the country under various
schemes.
The federation also procured
58,288 MT of onion valuing C76
crores for creating a buffer stock
under PSF in the states of
Maharashtra, Gujarat, Rajasthan and
Telangana. During the year, NAFED
also stepped in and procured 15,589
MT of apples of different varieties with
a value of C69.38 crores in Jammu and
Kashmir under Market Invention
Scheme (MIS).
He added that NAFED was also
made part of the National Animal
Disease Control Programme
(NADCP) for eradicating the Foot and
Mouth Disease (FMD) and Brucellosis
prevalent in livestock and was appointed as Programme Logistic Agency
(PLA).
The Managing Director thanked
all concerned, especially the Minister
of Agriculture and Farmer Welfare and
Secretary, Agriculture, for the valuable
guidance and cooperation, which
enabled NAFED to achieve new
heights.
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Rajasthan Housing Board
Regional Sweep Centre, the
Election Commission of India
and the Chief Electoral Officer
will work to build the office
building for Rajasthan. This
building will be built in an area
of 3,368 sqm in Indira Gandhi
Nagar Residential Scheme
located in Jaipur. He informed
that the approval has been
given to implement Rajasthan
Building Regulations-2020 in
Rajasthan Housing Board.
Now the auction will be
done according to the circular
of the Urban Development

he Housing Commissioner
T
Pawan Arora discussed 54
proposals in the 244th meeting

of the Board of Directors under
the chairmanship of Bhaskar
A, chairman of Rajasthan
Housing Board.
The commissioner said it
was decided that a committee
would examine the issues related to the procurement of land.
After this, his proposal will be
sent to the government. The
useful land will be given to the
Mandal through an agreement.
Arora informed that the

Department. He informed that
the circular has been accepted
in the auction cases by the
board. According to this circular, the auction of the plot
should not be rejected if the
bid exceeds the minimum bid.
The commissioner said that
Rajasthan Housing Board has
been struggling with the shortage of personnel of various
cadres for a long time. In such
a situation, recruitment will be
done on 573 posts of different
cadres. The proposal in this
regard will be sent to the state
government.
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Charge) for Labour and
Employment, laid the
foundation stone of 100
beds at ESIC Hospital,
Srinagar. Manoj Sinha, Lt
Governor of Jammu and
Kashmir, was the chief
guest of this function.
While addressing the
gathering,
Gang war
informed about the various
initiatives taken by the
government of India to
provide better care and
services to the workers of
our country.
During his address, he
also shared about the
recently passed three
labour codes. He emphasised that with the passage
of these bills, more workers will get the benefits of
social security. He further
informed that these bills
will also ensure the ease of
doing business.
He said that the ESIC
has been working continuously since its inception to
provide social security to its
insured persons, who are
low income workers. Now
its reach is going to

he Department of Pension &
Pensioners’ Welfare, in a major
T
relief to all Central Govt Pensioners

Kumar
SStateantosh
Gangwar, Minister of
(Independent

CT[P]VP]PBcPcT8]U^a\PcX^]
2T]caT^aVP]XbTbPf^aZbW^_
ithin a short span of six
years of the formation of
the state, Telangana has stood
first in the country in several
maters. The state had made
rapid strides in all the sectors,
marching towards progress
and development,” said Arvind
Kumar IAS, Principal Secretary
to Government (MA&UD)
and Commissioner, I&PRD,
Government of Telangana.
The Telangana State
Information Centre, New
Delhi, has organised a one
day workshop — Know Your
29th State of the Country.
Arvind has addressed the
gathering through virtual
mode from his office in
Hyderabad. He has briefed on
the initiatives of Telangana

W

state government, functioning of the department of
Information and PR, welfare
schemes for journalists, state
government efforts in combating COVID-19.
Dr Gaurav Uppal, IAS,
Resident Commissioner,
Telangana Bhavan, has introduced the state with its rich history, flagship programmes and
functioning of the Telangana
Bhavan. He has interacted with
the officials with regard to
their role in Delhi.
The basic idea of this programme is to unify the public
relations professionals working
for various state governments
in Delhi, to raise professional
standards, share knowledge
and tackle common problems.

increase many folds from
present number of approximately 13 crore beneficiaries base, as with passage of
social security code, the ESI
scheme will be implemented in the entire country.
The Minister informed
that ESIC has taken number
of measures to provide
financial relief and health
protection to the insured
workers as well as general
public during the pandemic. He further intimated
that the rate of unemployment relief payable under
Atal Bimit Kalyna Yojna
has been enhanced from 25
per cent to 50 per cent. Also,
there has been given relaxation in the qualifying criteria to the insured workers,

who became unemployed
due to COVID-19-induced
lockdown for a further period of six months i.e. upto
June 30, 2021. Further, ESIC
is actively contributing in
the management of
COVID-19. A total of 21
ESIC Hospitals across India
functioned as COVID-19
Dedicated Hospitals to
exclusively provide COVID
medical services to the general public.
Gangwar shared that
ESIC has collaborated with
PMJAY — Ayushman
Bharat for providing medical services in those areas
where facilities of ESI
Scheme are not available.
He also informed that a new
scheme Aatmanirbhar

Bharat Rojgar Yojana has
been launched to incentivise creation of new
employment opportunities.
The Lt Governor lauded the efforts being undertaken
by
Central
Government to develop the
Union Territory. He further
stressed upon the commitment
of
Central
Government to provide
quality medical care to the
people of J&K. He assured
full cooperation of state
government in running the
forthcoming hospital.
The project is expected
to be completed in one and
a half year. This hospital will
be built in five acres of land
with an approximate cost of
C160 crores.

75,)('VLJQV0R8ZLWK0R)3,
RIFED has been exploring
convergences and partT
nerships with like-minded
organisations to create synergies together with the main
aim of tribal empowerment.
The organisation has aligned
with the Minister of Food
Processing (MoFPI). MoFPI is
implementing the Prime
Minister Formalisation of
Micro Food Processing
Enterprises (PM-FME)
scheme, which is a landmark
initiative
under
the
Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan
to support micro-level food
entreprenuers, FPOs, SHGs
and co-operatives. An important component of this
scheme is the tribal sub-plan.
A communique, to define
the convergence mechanism
in implementation of this
scheme, was signed between

Deepak Khandekar, Secretary
Minister of Tribal Affairs and
Pushpa Subrahmanyam,
Secretary, Ministry of Food
Processing in the presence of
Arjun Munda, Minister of
Tribal Affairs, Narendra Singh
Tomar,
Minister
of
Agriculture and Food

2T[TQaPcX]VXcb$&cW0]]XeTabPah3PhBPbWPbcaPBTT\P1P[SXb_[PhTSP
bW^ffXcWX\_aTbbXeTST\^]bcaPcX^]^U_PaPST5^[[^fX]VP[[2>E83 (
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Processing, Thawar Chand
Gehlot, Union Minister for
S ocial
Justice
and
Empowerment, Rameswar
Teli, MoS, MoFPI and Pravir
Krishna, Managing Director,
TRIFED.
Other than the communique, an MoU was also

signed between TRIFED and
MoFPI to detail the key areas
of the collaboration.
With the necessary funding under the PM-FME
scheme of MoFPI, the
TriFood range of tribal food
products would be developed,
branded and packaged by
TRIFED. It has also been
agreed that the SHGs working
under the Van Dhan Yojana
would be provided support for
handholding, training, capital
investment and working capital. As a part of capacity
building, it has been decided
that MoFPI under PM-FME
scheme would also provide
necessary funds to TRIFED to
undertake training, capacity
building of tribals engaged in
food processing. In addition,
funds would be provided to
TRIFED for product develop-

ment and improved packaging
for tribal food products.
As a part of taking tribal
welfare and development to
the next logical phase, other
convergences with various
Ministries, Departments and
expert institutions such as
Ministr y
of
Rural
Development (MoRD),
Ministr y of Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSME),
DMF, ICAR Ministr y of
AYUSH are being planned
with the aim of improving
sustainable livelihoods and
income opportunities for
these tribals.
With the successful implementation of this collaboration and many more forthcoming
convergences,
TRIFED hopes to transform
the tribal lives and livelihoods across the country.

has extended the date of giving
Annual Life Certificate, which is
mandatory for continuity of pension, from November 30, 2020 to
February 28, 2021.
The department this year roped
in the India Posts and Payment
Bank (IPPB) under the Department
of Posts for Digital Life Certificate.
The IPPB is now fulfilling the
major initiative of DoPPW, viz.
DLC from home by roping in
1,89,000 postmen and Gramin Dak
Sevaks and obtaining Digital Life
Certificate from pensioners’ home.
DoPPW was also instrumental in
roping in an alliance comprising 12
public sector banks which does
“Doorstep Banking” for its customers in 100 major cities under
Ease of banking reforms.
Earlier DoPPW had started a
pilot programme “DLC from home
campaign” in 2018 in 7 cities
through Pensioners’ Associations.
The objective of the campaign was
to extend support to aged and
infirm pensioners in submission of
Life certificate digitally from home.
In 2019, this project was expanded to cover 24 cities and has con-

tinued in 2021 as well with the help
of Registered Pensioners’
Associations. The department came
to know that some inconvenience
was being experienced by the super
senior citizens because of their
changing biometrics due to age.
Accordingly, vide its OMs dated
September 11, 2020 November 23,
2020 DoPPW advised all the
Pension Disbursing Banks to adopt
t he Vide o b as e d Customer
Identification Process (V-CIP) as
an additional facility. UCO bank
has become a pioneer in this area
and has already collected video
based life certificates for their 6546
pensioners.
The department is now on the
verge of a major technological leap
by enabling face recognition technology to submit DLC through an
android phone (without attaching
any biometric device) which has
been developed by Meity. As per
this facility, the identity of a person will be established through face
recognition technique. The UIDAI
server will identify the same and
DLC shall get generated. Various
checks are being incorporated into
the system to avoid any malfunctioning. However, as of now trials
are on for this digital facility.
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he Bharat Heavy Electricals
Limited (BHEL) has been
T
spearheading the Make In India

movement with a special focus
on contributing to the
Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.
Towards developing selfreliance in manufacturing,
BHEL has taken the lead in
reaching out to local industries
including MSME vendors as
potential partners. As a step in
this direction, the company
has organised a series of interactive workshops, titled BHEL
Samvaad, under the guidance
of the Department of Heavy
Industry (DHI).
The workshop aimed at
fostering better utilisation of
assets for development of technologies and products.
The Secretary (HI), in his

keynote address, lauded BHEL’s
move for developing local suppliers and taking forward the
Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative.
Expressing concern over the
pandemic’s impact on
economies across the world,
Arun Goel, Secretary (HI),
said that the lockdown across
geographies have resulted in
massive supply chain disruptions and this has made many
countries rethink on over
dependence on imports and the
need for being self-sufficient.
He said that while BHEL has
already been leading the movement for Make In India, BHEL
Samvaad is a welcome move for
initiating discussions with
MSMEs and the local industry
with an intent to get imported
items manufactured in India.

The plenary address by
DK Singh, Additional Secretary
and
Development
Commissioner, Ministry of
MSME, highlighted the
strength of the MSME ecosystem in India. He mentioned
that it was heartening to see
BHEL come forward with a collaborative approach for the
domestic industry — both in
terms of sharing and offering
many items, and also setting the
platform for innovation.
DPIIT which was represented by Rajesh Gupta,
Director, DPIIT, shared the
highlights of the policies formulated by Government of
India to ensure fair and equal
opportunities to local industries
in their pursuit towards
Aatmanirbhar Bharat.
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ustralia’s “in-depth” planning
to subdue Cheteshwar Pujara
worked out well in the opening Test but spinner Nathan Lyon says
it would be a massive challenge to
keep the “world-class” batsman quiet
through the remainder of the series.
Lyon said the home team has a
couple of more surprises lined up for
the Pujara, who is considered crucial
in the Indian batting line-up for his
doggedness. The second Test begins
on Saturday in Melbourne.
“I can’t reveal secrets, to be honest with you. But, obviously Pujara is
a world-class batter and he is going
to be a big challenge for us for the rest
of the series,” 33-year-old Lyon said
at a virtual press-conference on
Wednesday.
“We spoke about him (Pujara) in
depth before the series started, it was
good to see a couple of plans come off
in Adelaide, but we have got a couple more things.
“So, hopefully if he does get in, we
can put into ploy...It is always fun challenging yourself against the best
players in the world and Pujara is definitely one of those guys,” added the
senior spinner but refused to elaborate on his plans.
Lyon had dismissed a well-set
Pujara for 43 in the first innings of the
Adelaide Test, which Australia won by
eight wickets.
Lyon also said India have got
enough players to fill in the “big hole”
left by talismanic skipper Virat Kohli,
who has returned to India for the
birth of his first child.
“...Ajinkya Rahane and
(Cheteshwar) Pujara, just to name a
couple. But you still got the likes of
(KL) Rahul and (Mayank) Agarwal,
who have been exceptional as well, so
there is (are) enough guys in that
squad to fill Virat’s shoes,” he said.
“It is going to be a big challenge
for us again and we will start our
preparation really well and make sure
we are prepared to take on India again
on (the) Boxing Day, it is going to be
another big challenge for us,” added
Lyon, who has 391 Test wickets to his
credit.
Lyon also feels that Indian batsmen will try and attack him once
again, a strategy that he is both
familiar and comfortable with.
“...When you look at the quality
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ce Australian spinner Nathan
Lyon says he and India’s R
A
Ashwin are similar yet different type
of bowlers, so comparisons should
not be made between the two.
Lyon spoke highly of Ashwin,
who he says stands out with his variations.
“Ashwin is a world-class bowler,
to be honest. I have watched him a
lot especially when I had gone to tour
India and the subcontinent to try and
learn of him. But he is a very cagey
bowler, he has got all the variations,”
Lyon said on Saturday.
“He’s very cagey with the way he
changes his pace, so he is a very talented bowler. We are similar in a way
but we are very different as well, so
I can’t really compare myself to him.
I think his records speak for his own,
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KARTHIK TO LEAD TN IN MUSHTAQ ALI
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so hats off to Ashwin,” said the 33year-old off-spinner.
Ashwin has been India’s premier
off-spinner, who has taken 370 wickets from 72 Tests.
Lyon himself is close to touching
the milestone of 400 Test wickets. He

BhS]Th^UUTabc^W^bc!CTbcb
Sydney: In a bid to save its New
Year fixture between India and
Australia, the Sydney Cricket
Ground Trust has offered to
host the Brisbane Test too, if the
Queensland Government refuse
to grant exemptions to the
teams returning from New
South Wales.
CA was put on high alert
earlier this month after an outbreak of the Covid-19 virus in
the northern beaches in Sydney,
which is scheduled to host the
third Test from January 7.
Even though the situation
in northern beaches has
improved, there are concerns
that Queensland may close its

border with NSW, which will
mean players and broadcasting
crews will not be able to travel
from Sydney to Brisbane
between the third and fourth
Tests. “We can run two Tests if
necessary, no problems at all,”
Sydney Cricket and Sports
Ground Trust chairman Tony
Shepherd told The Age.
Under the circumstances,
Melbourne, which will be hosting the Boxing Day fixture
from December 26, has
emerged as the frontrunner to
host the third Test as well.
However, CA has asserted that
the SCG remains its preferred
venue for the third Test. PTI

has taken 391 wickets from 97 Tests.
Asked if he would have any
preferable choice for his 400th Test
wicket, Lyon said that it doesn’t matter to him.
“Doesn’t worry me, if it’s
(Mayank) Agarwal or (Jasprit)
Bumrah, or whoever, batter of bowler,
doesn’t worry me whatsoever, just it
would be nice feather in the cap to get
there,” he said.
Lyon also dubbed the current
Australian attack as the best in the
world and said it is a privilege to be
part of it.
“I have said many times before in
my eyes, this is the best bowling attack
in the world. We are all, best mates
and there is no day goes by when
there is not a banter being thrown
around in the WhatsApp group,” he
said about the chemistry among the
teammates.
?C8Q =4F34;78

skipper Ajinkya Rahane
Scalmtand-in
is a “bowler’s captain” whose
demeanour and clear communication with players should
help him lead the team well in
remainder of the Test series against
Australia, says India fast bowler
Ishant Sharma.
With regular skipper Virat
Kohli returning home for the
birth of his first child, Rahane will
lead India in the remaining three
Tests of the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy.
Ishant, who missed the
Australia tour due to a side strain
injury, said Rahane has ability to
nicely play the leadership role.
“He’s very quiet and confident
and I must say he’s a bowler’s cap-

0HVVLEUHDNV3HOH V
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New Delhi: CWT8]SXP]2aXRZTcTab0bb^RXPcX^]820^]
FTS]TbSPh ]^\X]PcTS U^a\Ta 8]SXP b_X]]Ta ?aPVhP]
>YWPPbXcbaT_aTbT]cPcXeTc^cWT8?;V^eTa]X]VR^d]RX[P
SPhQTU^aTcWT1228b0]]dP[6T]TaP[<TTcX]VCWT1228
fX[[W^[SXcb'(cW06<X]0W\TSPQPS^]CWdabSPhCWT
Pbb^RXPcX^] fPb TPa[XTa aT_aTbT]cTS Qh U^a\Ta 8]SXP
_[PhTa BdaX]STa :WP]]P Pb PRR^aSX]V c^ cWT 1228
R^]bcXcdcX^]cWT820XbaT`dXaTSc^bT]SP\T\QTac^cWT
8?;V^eTa]X]VR^d]RX[TeTahhTPa

;T^bR^aTbWXb%##cWV^P[U^a1PaRPX]"PfPhfX]

SHADAB OUT OF 1ST TEST DUE TO THIGH INJURY
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Tauranga: ?PZXbcP] P[[a^d]STa BWPSPQ :WP] fPb ^]
FTS]TbSPh ad[TS ^dc ^U cWT ^_T]X]V CTbc PVPX]bc =Tf
ITP[P]SSdTc^PcWXVWX]YdahfWXRWWTbdbcPX]TSSdaX]V
cWT cWXaS C!8 X] =P_XTa ;TUcPa\ b_X]]Ta IPUPa 6^WPa
fW^ fPb _aT_PaX]V fXcW cWT ?PZXbcP] BWPWTT]b U^a
Bd]SPhbC!\PcRWPVPX]bccWT=^acWTa]:]XVWcbfPb
]P\TSPbWXbaT_[PRT\T]cX]cWTb`dPSU^acWTUXabcCTbc
QTVX]]X]VPc<^d]c<Pd]VP]dX^]BPcdaSPh

UNION BERLIN, HOFFENHEIM OUT OF DFB POKAL

Berlin: ;XeTa_^^[ [^P]TT ;^aXb :PaXdb T]SdaTS P
\XbTaPQ[TR^\_TcXcXeTSTQdcU^aD]X^]1Ta[X]^]CdTbSPh
PbWXbbXSTRaPbWTS^dc^UcWT6Ta\P]2d_X]cWTbTR^]S
a^d]SU^[[^fX]VPbda_aXbT"!W^\TSTUTPcc^bTR^]S
cXTa?PSTaQ^a]5T[[^f1d]STb[XVPbXST7^UUT]WTX\fTaT
P[b^ ^] cWT aTRTXeX]V T]S ^U P] d_bTc Pb cWTh [^bc ^]
_T]P[cXTbc^bTR^]SSXeXbX^]^dcUXc6aTdcWTa5dTacW

MOMOTA BACK FROM CAR CRASH WITH A WIN

Tokyo: 9P_P]b QPS\X]c^] f^a[S ]d\QTa ^]T :T]c^
<^\^cPbWadVVTS^UU]TaeTbc^\PZTPfX]]X]VaTcda]
c^ R^\_TcXcX^] X] C^Zh^ ^] FTS]TbSPh ]TPa[h P hTPa
PUcTa bdUUTaX]V bTaX^db X]YdaXTb X] P RPa RaPbW <^\^cP
QTPc:^bWXa^<^aXVdRWX!  !!  #X]cWTUXabca^d]S^U
cWT 0[[9P_P] RWP\_X^]bWX_b \PaZX]V WXb aTcda] Ua^\
cWTPRRXST]ccWPc[TUcWX\UTPaX]VWXbRPaTTa\XVWcQT^eTa
PUcTaUaPRcdaX]VP]ThTb^RZTc

MAN CITY INFLICT MORE MISERY ON ARSENAL

London: <P]RWTbcTa 2Xch X]RaTPbTS cWT _aTbbdaT ^]
<XZT[0acTcPPbcWT;TPVdT2d_W^[STab_^fTaTSX]c^cWT
bT\XUX]P[bfXcWP# ST\^[XcX^]^Uca^dQ[TS0abT]P[^]
CdTbSPh2XchT]bdaTSXcfX[[QTP\XbTaPQ[T2WaXbc\PbU^a
QT[TPVdTaTS0abT]P[Q^bb0acTcPQhR^]ST\]X]VWXbbXST
c^ P U^dacW STUTPc X] cWTXa [Pbc bXg VP\Tb X] P[[
R^\_TcXcX^]b 6PQaXT[ 9Tbdb c^^Z Ydbc cWaTT \X]dcTb c^
_dc 2Xch PWTPS Pc cWT 4\XaPcTb BcPSXd\ P]S P[cW^dVW
0[TgP]SaT ;PRPiTccT T`dP[XiTS Xc fPb P]^cWTa ]XVWc ^U
c^acdaT U^a 0acTcP 0abT]P[b aTbTaeT ZTT_Ta 0[Tg
Ad]Pabb^] \PST P W^aaT]S^db \XbcPZT fWT] WT
P[[^fTSAXhPS<PWaTibUaTTZXRZc^b`dXa\X]c^cWT]Tc
?WX[ 5^ST] P]S 0h\TaXR ;P_^acT _X[TS ^] cWT _PX] U^a
0VT]RXTb
0abT]P[fXcWUdacWTaV^P[bc^bTP[cWTa^dc

ionel Messi overtook Pele’s record
of goals for a single club on Tuesday
L
as Barcelona strolled to a 3-0 La Liga
win at Real Valladolid, while Atletico
Madrid kept hold of their place at the
top of the table.
The Argentina forward struck his
644th goal for Barca, one more than
Brazil legend Pele scored for Santos, in
the 65th minute of a routine win for
Ronald Koeman’s side, who are fifth in
La Liga after the win and eight points
behind leaders Atletico.
“When I started playing football I
never thought I would break any
records. And even less the one I
achieved today,” Messi posted on
Instagram shortly after the game.
“I can only thank all those
who helped me over the years,
my teammates, my family, my
friends and all those who support
me every day.”
Messi had equalled Pele
on Saturday in a 2-2
draw with Valencia.
The two men scored
at almost an equal
rate for their clubs.
It was the 33year-old Argentine’s
749th competitive
match for Barca,
meaning he has
scored a goal every
1.16 games.
T
h
e
Brazilian scored
643 goals in 757
matches with
Santos, where he
played between

1956 and 1974, or one every 1.17
matches.
Barca started on the front foot at
the Jose Zorrilla Stadium, with Messi
flashing a curling wide in the seventh
minute and forcing a superb save
from Jordi Masip in the 20th minute.
Barca took the lead seconds later
when Messi clipped over a beautiful
cross which France defender Clement
Lenglet headed home.
Martin Braithwaite gave the away
side a deserved second 14 minutes later,
Messi slipping through Sergio Dest
who rolled over a perfect low cross for
the Danish international to tap home.
Messi, who has looked out of
sorts this season after trying to leave
the club in the summer, got the
landmark goal his excellent performance deserved with a simple finish after bursting through to collect Pedri’s delicate backheeled
assist.
The easy win puts Barca two
points behind Sociedad and
fourth-placed Villarreal,
who draw 1-1 at home
with Athletic Bilbao.
ATLETI STAY TOP
Earlier secondhalf goals from
Mario Hermoso
and
Marcos
Llorente earned
Atletico a huge
win away at a
Sociedad team
that started the
fixture three points off the
lead but are now six back
in third after their third
straight league defeat.

Melbourne: Star opener David
Warner and pacer Sean Abbott
were on Wednesday ruled out of
the second Test against India,
beginning at MCG from Saturday,
because of a mix of injuries and
Covid-19 protocols.
Both Warner and Abbott were
outside the team’s bio-secure hub
to get treatment for their respective groin and calf injuries.
“While neither player has been
in a specific ‘hotspot’ on Sydney’s
northern beaches as outlined by
NSW Health, Cricket Australia’s
biosecurity protocols do not allow
them to rejoin the squad in time
for the Boxing Day test,” CA said
in a statement. “The pair travelled
from Sydney to Melbourne to
continue their rehabilitation given
the changing public health situation in Sydney at the time.”
Warner still hasn’t recovered
fully from the groin injury, sustained during the ODI series,
while Abbott has recovered from
a calf strain but he is unlikely to
break into a playing XI that beat
India last week.
PTI
of the quick bowlers that we have got
here in Australian side, I think it’s one
of their tactics to come after me which
is totally fine,” he said.
“I am pretty used to having guys
come after me...So it’s all fun part of
playing cricket and especially being
a spin bowler,” he added.
India recorded their lowest Test
score of 36/9 in Adelaide but Lyon is
confident that the visitors would
come out all guns blazing in the second Test.
“I don’t think it will be that difficult. You look at the quality of players in the Indian side and they have
got some absolutely world class players throughout the whole squad.
“It is one of the days where nothing went right for them and everything went right for us...We are
expecting them to come out firing and
not have any scars from the other day.
“...We can’t go out there expecting we’re going to bowl them out for
50 again.”

9Pb_aXc1d\aPW_aT_PaTbc^Q^f[Pb8]SXPWTPSR^PRWAPeXBWPbcaXfPcRWTbWX\SdaX]V
1228CfXccTa
8]SXP´b]TcbTbbX^]Pc<T[Q^da]T2aXRZTc6a^d]S^]FTS]TbSPh

9^TYQRUWY^`bU`cV_b
2_hY^W4QiDUcd
?C8Q <4;1>DA=4

etermined to leave behind
the embarrassing defeat in
D
the series-opener, the Indian
team, under stand-in skipper
Ajinkya Rahane, switched its
focus to red-ball cricket on
Wednesday with Shubman Gill
and others grinding it out during
a net session ahead of Boxing
Day Test.
Gill, who was not considered
for the opening Test despite
scoring 43 and 65 in the pink-ball
warm-up match, looked in good
nick as he along with Mayank
Agarwal honed his skills at the
nets, indicating that the duo
could be the opening combination for the second Test.
The 21-year-old Gill also
opens for Punjab in the Ranji
Trophy and could be favoured
over struggling Prithvi Shaw,
who returned with scores of 0
and 4 in the two innings at
Adelaide.
KL Rahul, who received the
backing from the legendary Sunil
Gavaskar for the opening slot,
too had a long stint at the nets.
Also back at the nets was
spin all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja,
who had missed the first Test due
to concussion.
Jadeja went for an hour-long
spell at the nets during which he
bowled to his Saurashtra team-

mate Cheteshwar Pujara. He
again returned for a second stint
later, an indication that he could
be included in the playing XI for
the Boxing Day Test.
With skipper Virat Kohli
returning home for the birth of
his first child, Rahane will now
have to take the onus of inspiring the team to script a turnaround.
The practice session begun
with head coach Ravi Shastri giving a pep talk to the team members, who stood in a circle at the
MCG.
“We are in Melbourne and
now as the red-ball Tests start, it
is time to regroup. #TeamIndia,”
BCCI wrote on its Twitter handle.
Shastri also had a chat with
Rishabh Pant, who came out to
bat at the nets ahead of
Wriddhiman Saha.
With Mohammed Shami
ruled out of the remainder of the
series with a fractured forearm,
Mohammad Siraj and Navdeep
Saini were seen bowling to
Rahane alongside Shardul
Thakur as the trio look to stake
claim for the third pacer’s slot.
Batting coach Vikram
Rathour, meanwhile, had a word
with young Shaw, who is under
tremendous pressure to retain his
place in the XI after his below par
show in Adelaide.

CRYR_VZdS`h]Vc¶dTRaeRZ_+:dYR_e
tain,” Ishant told ESPNcricinfo.
“Whenever we have played
together and Virat has not been
around on the field, he’d ask me
‘What kind of field you want?
When you want to bowl? If you
want to go on (bowling)?
“He’s a bowler’s captain. He’s
not someone who’d say ‘do this or
do that ... He is very clear about
what he wants from his team.”
Rahane has led India to victories both the times he had captained the side in absence of Kohli
against Australia and Afghanistan.
“You can see what kind of person he is in his captaincy. He is
very calm and composed. I can’t

say he does not have a sense of
humor. He jokes around with us,”
Ishant said.
“Jinx (Rahane) spreads calm
energy in a pressure situation.
There won’t be any tension, he’d
communicate with the bowlers
very well.”
Talking about Kohli, the 32year-old pacer said: “If there’s a
partnership growing and it’s a flat
phase when fielders are just going
through their motions, one player’s energy level can change the
scenario,” he said.
“The kind of energy Virat
brings to the table ... Not everyone
can match that.”

