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The Union Health Ministry
on Thursday allayed fears

that new strain of the coron-
avirus has entered India and
said that to be sure of its pres-
ence, it is necessary to establish
a genome sequencing, which
could be done only through
designated labs identified by
the Government.

“There is no proof that the
new variant has entered India,
and it is too early to jump to
any conclusions,” said a state-
ment here by the Ministry
even as new Covid positive
cases of the UK flyers contin-
ue to be reported from various
airports in the country.

The Ministry also said that
the genome sequencing of pas-
sengers from the UK has not
been completed yet.

“Genome sequencing has
not so far been done in respect
of the 15 passengers of the 590
who landed in Mumbai from
the UK on December 22.
Therefore, it’s incorrect to say
that the new strain of the coro-
navirus has entered India until
it is established by a designat-
ed laboratory, “ it said.

Notably, as many as 22 pas-
sengers flying from the United
Kingdom to different cities in
India over the past few days
have tested positive for coron-
avirus. As per experts, nearly 50
per cent of these UK travellers
could be potential carriers of
the new more infectious Covid-
19 strain.

Meanwhile, the Health
Ministry has reviewed the sta-

tus of passengers coming from
the UK to India and directed
States and Union Territories to
send samples of those found
coronavirus positive to six lab-
oratories identified for genome
sequencing.

“The respective States and
Union Territories have been
advised to access the details of
the passengers from the UK to
India from the online portal
AIR-SUVIDHA and Bureau of
Immigration,” said the state-
ment.

The laboratories that have
been identified for genome
sequencing are, the CSIR-

Institute of Genomics and
Integrative Biology in New
Delhi, the CSIR-Centre for
Cellular and Molecular Biology
in Hyderabad, the DBT-
Institute of Life Sciences in
Bhubaneswar, DBT-InStem-
NCBS in Bengaluru, the DBT-
National Institute of
Biomedical Genomics in West
Bengal and the ICMR-National
Institute of Virology in Pune.

This week, NITI Aayog
member (health) Dr V K Paul
also said that there was no need
to panic over the mutated vari-
ant of SARS-CoV-2. Paul said
the mutated strain detected in

the UK will have no impact on
the potential of emerging vac-
cines.

“As of now, based on our
discussions, deep understand-
ing of data available and our
deep assessment, there is no
need to panic but it is a cause
to be more vigilant,” he said.

So far at least 20 air pas-
sengers from the United
Kingdom have tested positive
for coronavirus in India. The
swab samples of infected
patients have been sent to
Pune's National Institute of
Virology, in order to check if
anyone had been infected from

a different virus strain.
On Wednesday, Union

Health Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan reviewed the status of
travellers coming from the UK
to India who were found
Covid-19 positive before the
temporary flight bans came
into effect from December 23.

The States for which the
detailed review was carried
out included Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Telangana, Tamil
Nadu, West Bengal, Goa,
Punjab, Gujarat and Kerala.
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New Delhi: The Hyderabad-
based Bharat Biotech, which is
developing the country’s
indigenous coronavirus vaccine
in collaboration with the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), has again applied to
the Drug Controller General of
India (DCGI) for the emer-
gency use authorisation.

New Delhi: The Delhi
Government is fully prepared
to receive, store and adminis-
ter Covid-19 vaccine to 51
lakh priority category persons
in the city in the first phase of
vaccination, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal said on
Thursday.
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Despite the Union Ministry
of Health and Family

Welfare issuing detailed stan-
dard operating procedures
(SOPs) with regard to travellers
from the United Kingdom,
two passengers who tested pos-
itive on arrival from London at
the IGI Airport in Delhi went
missing from isolation centres
and reached their hometowns
in Andhra Pradesh and Punjab.

According to reports, five
passengers went missing after
landing from the UK, but three
of them were traced by Tuesday
night and admitted to Lok

Nayak Hospital in the nation-
al Capital.

According to officials, a 46-
year-old woman, teacher by
profession, arrived on Monday
and tested positive for Covid in
a Rapid Antigen Test at the
Delhi airport. Her 22-year-old
son tested negative. She was
handed over to the Safdarjung
Hospital. However, she fled
from the hospital and reached
Rajahmundry via the AP
Special Express in the wee
hours on Thursday.

Meanwhile, the process to
bring back the passenger has
started. Railway police and
health officials took her straight

from the railway station to the
hospital.

In the second case, a man
who recently flew down from
the UK and tested Covid-19
positive escaped from an iso-
lation centre in Delhi and
reached Ludhiana where he
checked himself into a private
hospital. He is from Amritsar’s
Pandori village. He was sent
back to Safdarjung Hospital on
Wednesday night.

When asked, Delhi Health
Minister Satyendar Jain on
Thursday said the State
Government will speak to air-
port authorities.

Continued on Page 2
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Aday after the farmer unions
remained resolute in seek-

ing repeal of farm laws and
asked the Government to send
a concrete proposal for talks,
the Centre on Thursday threw
the ball back in the farmers’
court and invited them for
talks.

The Centre asked them to
give the details of issues on
which they want to have par-
leys. The Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers’
Welfare has asked the farmer
unions to give it a date and time
for talks saying it is open to dis-
cuss all issues. 

Joint Secretary of the
Ministry and CEO PM-KISAN
Vivek Aggarwal had written to
40 farmer leaders on Thursday
reiterating the Government’s
commitment to reach “logical
solutions”.

He said the Government is
ready to discuss whatever the
farmer unions want in addition
to all the issues which were on
table during earlier rounds of
talks. The Government has
made it clear that it would not
be “logical” to include in the
agenda any new demand relat-

ed to minimum support price
(MSP), which is out of the
purview of three new farm
laws.

In a three-page letter,
Aggarwal said, “I again request
you that the Government has

been discussing all issues with
open heart and good intention
to end the protest and will con-
tinue to do so. Kindly suggest
a date and time (for the next
round of talks).”  

“The Government has

respectfully and with open
mind held several rounds of
talks,” the letter further stated.
“The talks will be held at
Vigyan Bhawan in New Delhi
at a ministerial level,” Aggarwal
said.

The letter comes a day
after farmer unions, protesting
for nearly a month now, wrote
to the Centre, stating they
were open to talks, but the
Government must offer a con-
crete proposal first and no
negotiations will take place till
the Government “draws up a
new agenda”.

This time the letter was
addressed to Samyukt Kisan
Morcha, which is an umbrella
body of 40 farm unions and not
to Darshan Pal like an earlier
letter by Aggarwal. The letter
also talked about various objec-
tions raised by farmers, includ-
ing  the MSP and the points
discussed between the two
sides in five rounds of meetings
thus far, including one each on
December 1, 3 and 5.

Continued on Page 2
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Chandigarh: Haryana Deputy
Chief Minister Dushyant
Chautala on Thursday said the
new central farm laws need
many amendments and urged
protesting farmers to give “con-
crete suggestions”.
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Aday before Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is set to

address farmers across the
country, the BJP on Thursday
claimed that “nine crore farm-
ers” will listen to the Prime
Minister and asserted that “bar-
ring a small section” most of
the farming community is
standing with Modi on the
agricultural reforms.

As the stand-off between
the agitating farmers and the
Government runs into third-
week and the confrontation
seem to be intensifying, Union
Ministers and BJP leaders have
accused the Congress and other
Opposition parties of “mis-
leading” the farmers and
“speaking with a forked
tongue” on the farming
reforms.

Union Information and
Broadcasting Minister Prakash
Javedkar said, “the Congress is
using farmers” and has “always
worked against their interests.”

“I challenge Rahul for a
debate on the issue...Congress
gave farmers only �53,000 crore
and that too through the banks
whereas Modi  delivered
�1,20,000 crore directly in
farmers bank accounts,”  said
Javadekar.

BJP RS MP and spokesper-
son Sudhansu Trivedi in anoth-
er Press briefing said Rahul is
telling lies as it is him “who
spoke about the need for doing
away with the APMC system.”

Continued on Page 2
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Congress and Left Front on
Thursday finally stitched

an alliance for the upcoming
Assembly elections in West
Bengal next year.

“Today the Congress high
command has formally
approved the electoral alliance
with the Left parties in the
impending election of West
Bengal,” West Bengal Congress
chief Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury took to Twitter to
announce the major political
development in the State where
the BJP has started a high
pitched poll battle.

While the CPI(M) central
committee had announced in
October that it was ready for
alliance with the Congress to
fight against ruling the

Trinamool Congress and an
aggressive BJP, the process was
delayed due to Bihar Assembly
elections and as the Congress
leadership went incommuni-
cado in this regards.

In 2016 Bengal Assembly
polls, the Left Front and the
Congress together had won 76
out of 294 seats in West Bengal
after garnering about 38 per
cent vote share. The Left Front
received 26 per cent of the
votes, while the Congress got
only 12 per cent. Despite such
a low vote share, the Congress
won 44 seats, while the Left
Front managed to bag only 32.

In the meeting last month,
the State Congress leaders had
unanimously argued for the
alliance. The Congress high
command took special note of
the party’s decimating vote

share in Bengal, which was
down to 6.29 per cent in 2019,
while the BJP’s was 40 per cent
and the TMC was 43 per cent.

CPI(M) central committee
had decided in October that the
party and the Left front would
have an electoral understand-
ing with the Congress to fight
against the ruling TMC and an
aggressive BJP in West Bengal,
where both the CPI(M) and
Congress have been facing an
existential crisis.

In November, after Rahul
Gandhi’s online meeting with
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury and
other State party leaders,
sources had said the party
would begin seat-sharing talks
with the Left Front after
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi gives the green signal.

Continued on Page 2
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Mumbai terror attack mas-
termind and banned

Jamat-ud-Dawa (JuD) chief
Hafiz Saeed was on Thursday
sentenced to 15 and a half years
in jail by an anti-terrorism
court in Pakistan in one more
terror financing case.

The Anti-Terrorism Court
(ATC) of Lahore also imposed
a 200,000 Pakistani rupees
(PKR) fine on Saeed. 

The 70-year-old radical
cleric has already been con-
victed for 21 years imprison-
ment in four terror financing
cases of late.

“On Thursday an Anti-
Terrorism Court (ATC) of
Lahore sentenced five leaders
of Jamat-ud-Dawa, including
its chief Hafiz Saeed, in anoth-

er terror financing case...For 15
and a half years,” a court offi-
cial told PTI.

Now, Saeed will have to
undergo collective imprison-
ment of over 36 years in five
terror financing cases at the Kot
Lakhpat Jail in Lahore. His
punishment will run concur-
rently in these cases. There are
reports that he is given “VIP
protocol” in jail.

Continued on Page 2

)��'�������������*�"�
+����
������
���������

� !�� ��������	

India has challenged in a
Singapore court a verdict of

an international arbitration tri-
bunal that overturned its
demand for �22,100 crore in
back taxes from Vodafone
Group Plc, sources said on
Thursday.

An international arbitra-
tion court had on September 25
rejected tax authorities’
demand for �22,100 crore in
back taxes and penalties relat-
ing to the British telecom giant’s
2007 acquisition of an Indian
operator.

Two sources privy to the
development said India had 90
days to file an appeal against
the tribunal award, and the
same was done in a Singapore

court earlier this week.
This appeal also sets the

stage for the Government to
challenge the order of a three-
member tribunal at the
Permanent Court of
Arbitration in The Hague that
asked India to return $1.4 bil-
lion to British oil and gas com-
pany Cairn Energy plc.

The Government had used
a 2012 law, that gave tax
authorities the power to reopen
past cases, to seek taxes from
Vodafone and Cairn over
alleged capital gains made sev-
eral years ago.

Both Vodafone and Cairn
had challenged the tax
demands under bilateral invest-
ment protection treaties and
initiated the arbitration.

Continued on Page 2
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The Delhi Police on
Thursday searched premis-

es of two members of the bar
following a case related to
alleged use of forged docu-
ments as genuine on judicial
record in a northeast Delhi
riots matter.

According to a senior
police official, during the
course of a bail matter per-
taining to an accused of the
northeast Delhi riots, use of a
forged notary stamp and cre-
ation of allegedly false or
manipulated evidence at the
hands of certain members of

the bar was noticed.
“The Special Court had

observed that the same
required thorough investiga-
tion. Pursuant to this, a crim-
inal case under appropriate
sections of law was registered
and investigation was taken
up,” said the senior police offi-
cial.

“During investigation,
search warrants to look for
electronic and other evidence
from the premises of two mem-
bers of the bar were obtained
from the court and the same
are being executed in a profes-
sional manner at one location
in Nizamuddin and another at
Yamuna Vihar,” he said. 
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Air quality in Delhi was
recorded in severe catego-

ry as the Air Quality Index (
AQI ) settled at 420 μgm-3 at
the National Ambient Air
Quality Index ( NAAQI ) on
Thursday while the values of
Suspended Particulate Matters
( SPMs ) ; PM 10 and 2.5 were
recorded 450 and 270 μgm-3,
many folds higher to their pre-
scribed standards. 

According to System of
Air Quality and Weather
Forecasting and Reserach (

SAFAR ), Ministry of Earth
Sciences ( MoES ),  “ The over-
all air quality is in the severe
category as forecasted. Surface-
level winds are calm and fore-
casted to pick up and AQI may
improve.”

“Under the calm wind-
cold conditions, low ventilation
has halted the dispersion of
accumulated pollutants.
However, better ventilation
condition is forecasted for the
next two days. Hence, AQI is
forecasted to improve to the
higher end of the Very Poor
category,” it said.

On Wednesday, Delhi
recorded AQI level of 404, in
severe category. 

The AQI is in the severe
category since Tuesday,  with
slow wind speed and low tem-
perature allowing accumula-
tion of pollutants. 

According to Kuldeep
Srivastava, the head of the
India Meteorological
Department's regional fore-
casting centre, the air 
quality is likely to remain
'severe' this week as no major
improvement is predicted till
December 26. 
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The Delhi Police on Thursday
provided a fast-moving

green corridor of over 18 kilo-
meters for a live heart from IGI
Terminal-2 to All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
Hospital in National Capital.

Police said that the heart was
flown from Vadodara and took
12 minutes to reach destination
from Terminal-2 to AIIMS.

According to a senior police
official, police had received an

emergent request from Dr
(Professor) Aarti Vij, HOD,
ORBO AIIMS wherein it was
informed that a human heart
under VAD (ventricular assist
device) is being flown from
Vadodara to Delhi for heart
transplant surgery by Indigo
flight 6E2512 at 2:30 pm at
Terminal-2 on Thursday and
that a fast-moving green corri-
dor is required from T-2 to
AIIMS Hospital to avoid wastage
of time.

“The traffic police swung

into action and immediately
deputed officers and a green cor-
ridor for the emergency service,
viz ambulance carrying ‘live
heart’ was planned,” said the
senior police official.

“The traffic inspectors pilot-
ed the ambulance throughout
the route of 18.5 km starting
from Terminal-2 to AIIMS. It
took 12 minutes for ‘heart’ to
reach its destination, which
would otherwise take anything
between 35-40 minutes,” he
said. 
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Senior Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader and MCD in-

charge Durgesh Pathak on
Thursday said the BJP ruled
municipal Corporations should
collect around Rs 1600 Crore
due to different Central agen-
cies and internal departments
of the Corporations and release
salary of its employees.

Pathak said that the
Income Tax Dept, DDA, park-
ing department, housing
department and others owe
around Rs 1600 crores to the
North MCD which the BJP can

collect within a day as all they
are under its purview.

“The employees of the
Corporation have not received

their salary for the last several
months and are on a day-long
strike demanding the immedi-
ate release of the salary. The
AAP stands beside the pro-
testers in solidarity and extends
full support to them,” he said.

The AAP leader said, “The
BJP ruled East MCD has not
paid the salary for the month
of November to the sanitation
workers and the sanitation
workers are planning to go on
strike.”

“The BJP leaders are trying
to distract the attention of
people from the issue of the
non-payment of salary. They

keep blaming the Delhi
Government, demanding an
imaginary fund from the gov-
ernment. These claims of due
towards corporations are com-
pletely orchestrated and to
defame the AAP government.
In the court orders of
November 5 and 
December 16 it was never
noted that the Kejriwal gov-
ernment owes any money to
the BJP ruled MCD. More
importantly, the standing coun-
sel on the BJP ruled MCD also
never mentioned such pending
funds during the hearing in the
court,” he added. 
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From Page 1
Saeed, a UN-designated ter-

rorist on whom the US has placed
a USD 10 million bounty, was
arrested on July 17 last year in the
terror financing cases. 

He was sentenced to 11 years
in jail by an anti-terrorism court
in February this year in two ter-
ror financing cases.

In November, Saeed was sen-
tenced to another 10 years in jail
by an anti-terrorism court in two
more terror financing cases.

The other four JuD leaders
convicted by the court on
Thursday are Hafiz Abdus Salam,
Zafar Iqbal, JuD spokesperson
Yahya Mujahid and Muhammad
Ashraf.

Each convicted person has

also been fined a PKR 200,000.
The ATC also handed down six-
month imprisonment to Saeed’s
brother-in-law Abdul Rehman
Makki in this case and imposed a
fine of PKR 200,000 on him, the
official said.

“Judge Ijaz Ahmed of ATC
Court No 3 heard the case no
32/19 filed by the Counter
Terrorism Department (CTD) in
which the verdict has been
announced after the statements of
witnesses were cross-examined by
Saeed and others’ counsels --
Naseeruddin Nayyar and
Mohammad Imran Fazal Gul
Advocate,” the official said.

He said that the JuD leaders
including Saeed were brought to
the court amid high security and

the media was not allowed to
cover the proceedings.

A total of 41 cases have been
registered by the CTD against the
JuD leaders, out of which 28 have
been decided while the rest are
pending in the ATC courts. Five
cases have been decided against
Saeed so far.

Saeed-led JuD is the front
organisation for the Lashkar-e-
Tayyeba (LeT) which is responsi-
ble for carrying out the 2008
Mumbai attack that killed 166
people, including six Americans.

The US Department of the
Treasury has designated Saeed as
a Specially Designated Global
Terrorist. He was listed under the
UN Security Council Resolution
1267 in December 2008.

The global terror financing
watchdog Financial Action Task
Force (FATF) is instrumental in
pushing Pakistan to take measures
against terrorists roaming freely in
Pakistan and using its territory to
carry out attacks in India.

The FATF had placed
Pakistan on the grey list in June
2018 and asked Islamabad to
implement a plan of action to curb
money laundering and terror
financing by the end of 2019 but
the deadline was extended later on
due to Covid-19 pandemic.

With Pakistan’s continuation
in the ‘grey list’, the country may
find it difficult to get financial aid
from the International Monetary
Fund (IMF), the World Bank, the
Asian Development Bank (ADB)

and the European Union, thus fur-
ther enhancing problems for the
cash-strapped nation. 

From Page 1
Sources said the

Government believes that tax-
ation is not covered under
investment protection treaties
with various countries and the
law on taxation is a sovereign
right of the country.

While the treaties are pri-
marily aimed at protection of
investments, the tax is levied on
‘returns’ earned by entities.

Vodafone Group declined
to comment on the issue.
Vodafone had challenged
before the arbitration tribunal
the demand for �7,990 crore in
capital gains taxes (�22,100
crore after including interest
and penalty) under the
Netherlands-India Bilateral
Investment Treaty (BIT).

The demand pertained to
Vodafone’s USD 11-billion
acquisition of 67 per cent stake
in the mobile phone business
owned by Hutchison
Whampoa in 2007.

In September, an interna-
tional arbitration court ruled
that the Indian Government
seeking �22,100 crore in taxes
from Vodafone using retro-
spective legislation was in
“breach of the guarantee of fair
and equitable treatment” guar-
anteed under the bilateral
investment protection pact
between India and the
Netherlands.

India had 90 days or till
December 24 to challenge the
Vodafone award before a court
in Singapore - which was the
seat of the arbitration. As per
the award, the Government has
to reimburse Vodafone 60 per
cent of its legal costs and half
of the 6,000-euros cost borne
by Vodafone for appointing an

arbitrator on the panel.
Sources said the

Government of India’s liability
came to �85 crore in legal
cost. In the separate case of
Cairn, India has been asked to
pay with interest the value of
shares it sold, the dividend it
seized, and tax refunds it with-
held to recover part of tax
demand from the British firm.

The Government, the
sources said, is expected to
challenge this ruling too given
the size of the award.

Cairn Energy, which gave
the country its biggest oil dis-
covery, was in March 2015
slapped with a demand for
�10,247 crore tax on alleged
capital gains it made when it in
2006 reorganised its India
business before listing of the
local unit.

Vodafone International
Holding (a Netherland com-
pany) had in February 2007
bought 100 per cent shares of
Cayman Island-based compa-
ny CGP Investments for USD
11.1 billion to indirectly get 67
per cent control of Hutchison
Essar Ltd — an Indian compa-
ny.

The tax department felt the
deal was designed to avoid cap-
ital gain tax in India and
imposed a tax demand, which
was rejected by the Supreme
Court in 2012.

To stop abuse and plug the
loophole of such indirect trans-
fer of Indian assets, the
Government in 2012 amended
the law to make such transfers
taxable in India, they said,
adding Vodafone was slapped
with a fresh demand which the
firm contested through inter-
national arbitration. 

From Page 1
Though the seat-sharing talks

before the last Assembly polls and
the 2019 Lok Sabha elections could
not materialise, the Congress reaped
the benefits both the times in terms
of seats won as it has a high con-
centration of voters in select con-
stituencies in north Bengal.

The Left Front had failed to win
a single seat in 2019 Lok Sabha polls,
losing security deposits in 39 con-
stituencies while the Congress
bagged just two seats, losing secu-

rity deposits in 38 other con-
stituencies. On the other hand, the
BJP won 18 of the 42 Lok Sabha
seats, only four behind TMC’s 22
seats, announcing itself as a formi-
dable force in the Bengal political
arena.

Later in the day speaking at a
press conference, Chowdhury took
a dig at the BJP and said that the
Congress doesn’t ‘supply’ leaders
from Delhi. When asked about the
party’s CM face for Bengal polls,
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury said
decision in this regard will be taken
later.

Citing the TMC-BJP alliance in
1999 Lok Sabha polls, Chowdhury

has said that Congress had warned
Mamata at that time but she helped
the strengthening of BJP in Bengal.

West Bengal Assembly with
294 seats will go to polls in April-
May 2021, Trinamool holds 222
seats. However, BJP has made major
inroads in the State in the Lok Sabha
elections winning 18 seats, and
establishing itself as the major
Opposition force in the State.
Recently the TMC trumped the BJP
in all 3 bypolls but the BJP is using
its booth-level strategy, has deployed
its top leaders including Home
Minister Amit Shah and party pres-
ident JP Nadda in the State for win-
ning the upcoming elections.

From Page 1
Amid mounting concern

over a new strain of the virus
detected in the UK, the Delhi
Government on Tuesday had
said people who have arrived
here recently from that coun-
try, are being traced and test-
ed, while an institutional quar-
antine facility was being set up
separately for positive cases at
the LNJP Hospital.

All the passengers travel-
ling from or transiting through
airports in the UK and disem-
barking in India would be sub-
jected to RT-PCR test on
arrival. In the case of a positive
sample, the SOP recommend-
ed spike gene-based RT-PCR
test. Passengers testing positive
will be isolated in an institu-
tional isolation facility in a sep-
arate (isolation) unit, coordi-
nated by the respective State
health authorities.

Necessary action to send
the samples to the National
Institute of Virology, Pune, or
any other appropriate lab for
genomic sequencing will be ini-
tiated at the facility level. If the
genomic sequencing indicates
the presence of the new variant
of SARS-CoV 2 then the
patient will be kept in the sep-
arate isolation unit and treated
as per the clinical protocol.

From Page 1
On MSP, Aggarwal said the

farm laws have no connection
with the price regime nor
would have any impact on the
procurement of farm produce
at the fixed rates.  This has been
told to the unions in every dis-
cussion and it has also been
made clear that the
Government is ready to give

written assurance on MSP, he
said.

“Any new demand related
to MSP, which is out of the
ambit of farm laws, is not log-
ical to include in the talks. As
informed earlier, the
Government is ready to discuss
all the issues raised by farmer
unions,” he noted.

“To listen to all farmer
unions of the country is the
responsibility of the
Government which it cannot
run away from.  The

Government has been talking
with the farmer unions under
the  Sanyukt Morcha with an
open mind and also desires to
talk with you in the future as
per your convince,” added the
letter. Aggarwal said it is
important to keep all doors
open for discussion for the
Government. It is the respon-
sibility of the Government to
listen to farmer organisations
and farmers and the
Government cannot deny this,
he said.

The previous five rounds of
talks between the Government
and the unions have failed to
break the deadlock with the
farmers insisting on repeal of
the three laws and camping at
various border points of Delhi
for nearly a month now. 

The Government had ear-
lier written to the farmer
unions on Sunday, inviting
them for the sixth round of
talks as per their convenience. 

The anti-farm law protests
entered day 29 on Thursday.

From Page 1
Union Agricultural

Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar who met farmers sup-
porting the Government line
on farm laws, too charged the
Congress of misleading farm-
ers with its alleged “double-
faced talk”.

With the face-off seeing no
early end, the BJP and the
Government have intensified
its “awareness campaign” on
new farming laws passed by the
Modi-Government six-month
ago. 

The Prime Minister’s
address to the farmers of six-
States on Friday is part of BJP’s
major outreach to the farmers.
Modi’s virtual meet with “nine
crore farmers” is scheduled on
December 25 - former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s
birth anniversary - during
which he is expected to  clari-
fy the centre’s position on the
farm laws, and release the next
batch of financial aid - Rs
18,000 crore - from the PM-
Kisan scheme.

At yet another Press con-
ference, BJP general secretary
Arun Singh said farmers will
listen to the Prime Minister
from 1200 hrs onwards. 

He estimated that about 9
crore farmers will listen to
Midi’s virtual address.

“All the Central Ministers,
BJP CMs, State Ministers, MPs,
MLAs, corporaters & mayors
will participate in different
awareness programmes across
the country…”, said Singh.

“Over 19,000 programmes
have been organised on the
issue...it is like a festival…most
of the farmers, barring a very
few, are backing the Prime
Minister on the farm laws...
Farmers trust is with the Prime
Minister,” Singh claimed.

The meeting will include a
conversation with select farm-
ers from six States who “will
share their experiences... on ini-
tiatives taken by the
Government for their welfare”,
according to a statement from
the Prime Minister’s Office. 
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath will hand over

flats of 415 square feet area to
1,040 poor urban people at the
rate of just � 4.75 lakh. 

The total cost of the flat
will be � 12.59 lakh and out of
this, � 7.83 lakh will be given
as a grant by the Central and
the State Governments.

The allotment of these flats
will be done as per Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban)
guidelines and through the
District Urban Development
Authority (DUDA).

As many as 14 states had
applied to the Union Housing
and Urban Affairs ministry
for these EWS houses Under
the Global Housing
Technology Challenge India
(GHTC India).
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A40-year-old property dealer
identified as Ravinder

Kumar was shot dead in his car
by unidentified assailants on
Wednesday night near Gadoli
village in Gurugram.

At the time of the incident,
the victim was returning home
from his office located in the
Kherki Daula area.

According to the police, an
unidentified accused waylaid
Kumar near Gadoli village and
fired a single into his neck, leav-
ing the victim dead on the spot.

The police got to know
about the incident on Thursday
morning at around 8.00 am
when some passersby spotted the
body of the victim in the car.

Following a complaint filed
by the deceased kin, the police
have registered a murder case
against an unidentified person at
the Sector-10A police station and
started probe.

The deceased Ravinder
Kumar was a native of Manesar
village in Gurugram and was a

property dealer.
However, during the pre-

liminary probe police suspect
that an old rivalry could be a rea-
son behind the killing.

“The investigation team is
collecting more information
about the victim’s family if the
deceased had developed any
enmity with someone or had any
monetary dispute with anyone.
The team also questioned the
victim’s friends who were present
with him on Wednesday night at
his office at Kherki Daula,” said
Subhash Boken, spokesperson of
the Gurugram police.

Meanwhile, two teams of the
crime branch units along with
the Sector-10A police station
team are probing the matter
from all different angles.

The body has been handed
over to the family after an autop-
sy on Thursday.

“The investigation team are
also scanning CCTV footage of
the nearby incident spot to get
clues about the criminals. We
have registered a case and hunts
are on to arrest the absconding
persons,” Boken said.
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South Delhi Municipal
Corporation (SDMC)

Standing Committee on
Thursday passed a resolution
ensuring that local shopping
complex coming in its areas
will not be sealed due to non-
payment of their conversion
charge. Leader of the House
Narendra Chawla said that the
Corporation is concerned
about the issue faced by own-
ers of such properties hence
decided to bring a resolution.

Chawla said that the move
will provide a huge relief to the
shopkeepers, traders, etc.

Member Standing
Committee Shikha Rai, who
moved the resolution in
Standing Committee meeting
said that the issue was brought
in the SDMC House meeting in
2019 but the owners of such
properties had some confusion.

"The shopkeepers and
people engaged in commercial
activities are already facing
hardships due to Covid, hence
the move will help them to
carry on activities," she said.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Thursday

came down heavily on the
Bhartiya Janata Party ( BJP )
over incident of vandalism at
Delhi Jal Board (DJB) office. 

“The BJP should under-
stand that the Aam Aadmi
Party and my Government are
fully with the farmers till their
last breath. We are not afraid of
such cowardly attacks. I appeal
to all the workers not to be pro-
voked by such attacks of BJP,
and show support to farmers,”
the AAP chief tweeted in

Hindi.
AAP leader Raghav

Chadha claimed that the office
of DJB was vandalised by work-
ers of the BJP.

Earlier, Chadha had tweet-
ed a video clip purportedly
showing broken doors, glass,
pots, furniture and blood stains
on the floor at the DJB’s head-
quarters at Jhandewalan in
New Delhi.

“The BJP workers abused
and manhandled the women
staff and threatened us asking
us to stop supporting the farm-
ers," he said.

Chadha said that after

putting Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal under house arrest
and vandalising the house of
Deputy Chief Minister, they
vandalised DJB office now.

“They threatened me say-
ing that if AAP does not stop
supporting the farmers then
similar attacks will take place
against other AAP leaders. BJP
workers entered the DJB office
and broke the doors, windows,
benches, and vandalised the
entire office starting from the
reception till my chamber.
They also destroyed our print-
ers, computers and other
important items,” he said.
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Students aspiring to become
civil servants will now have

interactions with serving offi-
cers as the Delhi Government
has started an initiative where
young officers will share their
experiences, strategies and
insights about UPSC exam
preparation which will help
students in developing better
understanding of the exam. 

In the first instalment, 60
students from Classes 9-12
attended the interaction with
Director Education Udit
Prakash at VSSKV, Kalkaji.
The session was streamed live
on YouTube where more than
5,000 students watched it live.

Prakash (IAS, 2007 batch)
shared his experiences during
the UPSC exam preparation
and gave useful tips to the stu-
dents. He said that he had
decided to become an IAS
officer right after his 10th class. 

He completed his elec-
tronics engineering degree
from BITS, Pilani and then
cleared the UPSC exam. 

Interacting with students,
he said,”People think that
IAS/IPS officers are from dif-
ferent planets as they have
cleared a very difficult exam.

But, it’s not like that. I was a
normal student like everyone
else.” Rai shared that students
in Delhi government schools
are very hardworking and have
the potential to excel in civil
services exam. The program
has been started to develop
students’ understanding about
the exam.

Director Education Udit
Rai said that marks don’t mat-
ter in the civil services exam.
This is a standalone exam and
students graduating in any
subject can appear for the
exam. 

He mentioned that it’s
important to have a deeper
understanding about the exam.
He said that students should
choose the subjects in UPSC
exam based on their interest
and knowledge. This exam is a
test of an individual’s person-
ality and character. 

Towards the end of the
interaction session, Deputy

Chief Minister Manish Sisodia
said that all the young UPSC
aspirants should also dream
about what they will do once
they become an IAS/IPS officer. 

“They should set a dream
to serve a larger purpose,
whether it’s about developing
rural India or eradicate cor-
ruption or remove hatred and
violence in the society,” added
Sisodia, “ if students are clear
about the larger purpose they
want to serve, they can easily
overcome the hurdles and they
won’t be tired or scared in the
pursuit of their dreams. “

Education minister Sisodia
advised the UPSC aspirants
that they should develop a
study plan right from Class 9
and 10. 

He said that Delhi govern-
ment is committed to help
students prepare better for
UPSC exam. Deputy CM said
that young IAS and IPS officers
should interact freely with the
students and share strategies
about developing the mindset
for the exam preparation. They
should talk to students about
what kind of personality is
required of an IAS/IPS officer
so that students can gradually
prepare themselves to achieve
their dreams.
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The farmers, sitting across
the border for the last 29

days, continued their protest
against the Centre’s new farm
laws. The farmers on Thursday
organised a webinar and invit-
ed everyone to join and ask
about issues in these laws. 

Security remained tight at
the Delhi borders with hun-
dreds of personnel deployed at
Singhu, Ghazipur and Tikri
borders. Due to farmers' protest
there is traffic congestion in the
city, forcing police to divert

vehicular movement.
The Delhi Traffic Police on

Thursday morning alerted
commuters about the routes
that remained closed owing to
farmers' agitation and suggest-
ed them to take alternative
roads.

Meanwhile, traffic move-
ment from Noida to Delhi was
affected on Thursday after-
noon as hundreds of farmers,
who support the Centre's new
agriculture laws, assembled
near the Mahamaya Flyover in
Noida and demonstrated.

“These farmers, belonging

to various districts of western
Uttar Pradesh, have come for
the demonstration on the call
of farmers' union Kisan Sena
and want to go to Delhi to meet
Union Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar,” said
Thakur Gauri Shankar Singh.

In a series of tweet Delhi
Traffic Police tweeted that the
Chilla, Ghazipur borders are
closed for traffic coming from
Noida & Ghaziabad  to Delhi
because of farmer protests.
People are advised to take
alternate route for coming to
Delhi via Anand Vihar, DND,

Apsara,bhopra& Loni borders.
In another tweet, police

said Singhu, Auchandi, Piau
Maniyari, Saboli and Mangesh
borders are closed.

“Pl take alternate routes via
Lampur, Safiabad, Palla &
Singhu school toll tax bor-
ders. Traffic has been diverted
from Mukarba & GTK road. Pl
avoid Outer Ring Rd, GTK
road & NH 44,” traffic police
tweeted

On Wednesday, the
protesting farmers hardened
their position and asked the
government not to repeat the

proposal of "meaningless"
amendments that they have
already rejected but come up
with a "concrete" offer in writ-
ing for the resumption of talks.

Reading out a reply to the
government's talks offer during
a press conference, Yogendra
Yadav said that they are ready
for dialogue with an open
mind if they get a concrete pro-
posal, but made it clear they
will not accept anything less
than a complete repeal of the
three agriculture laws and legal
guarantee for the Minimum
Support Price (MSP).
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North Delhi Municipal
Corporation (NMC) pros-

ecuted people, organisations
and offices for various pollu-
tion related violations and col-
lected Rs 25.90 lakh.

North Delhi Mayor Jai
Prakash on Thursday said that
the action was taken in the last
one month considering the
deteriorating air pollution in
Delhi. “The Corporation has
been conducting checks and
penalizing the violators to curb
the air pollution,” he said.

Giving the breakup of the
challans issued, he said that198
challans issued for illegal
dumping of garbage and plas-
tic waste after inspecting 4443
sites and collecting �9.8 Lakh.

“Two challans amounting
to Rs 0.20 lakh were issued for
‘Construction and Demolition’
(C&D) activities (illegal dump-
ing) after inspecting 508 sites
and 136 challans were issued
for dust control violations at
construction sites after inspect-

ing 1253 sites and collected Rs
15.90 Lakh,” he said.

Mayor said that North
Corporation has deployed 48
teams to patrol day and night
to check violations in respect of
biomass burning, C&D waste
dumping etc. 

Besides, 18 mechanical
road sweepers covered 12,668
kilometers of area and  water
sprinklers covered 5183.65
kilometers of area during the
period to suppress the dust.
Some of the sensitive areas were
even covered twice by sprin-
kling water where there was
more dust. 4640.16 square
meter area of road was patched
by repairing potholes and
3408.1 sqm of area is proposed
to be patched.

To check the polluting
industries, 132 teams have
been deployed which observed
violations at eight places and
show-cause notices were issued
to 10.  In all 183 prosecutions
were launched for different
violations in the last 23 days
and two FIRs were lodged.
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Hitting out at Centre over its
handling of the  farmers’

protest, former Congress pres-
ident Rahul Gandhi on
Thursday demanded immedi-
ate Parliament session to repeal
the controversial farm Bills . 

Rahul said there is no
democracy in India after he
met President Ram Nath
Kovind as part of Congress del-
egation with two crore signa-
tures against the farm laws.
Rahul Gandhi, senior party
leaders Ghulam Nabi Azad
and Adhir Chowdhury were
allowed to visit the Rashtrapati
Bhawan while all others,
including Priyanka Gandhi,
were detained.

After meeting with the
President, Rahul Gandhi said,
“I want to tell PM Modi that
farmers will not go back home
if there’s no repeal of the farm
laws. The Centre should call a
joint session of Parliament and
repeal the laws. All opposition
parties are with the farmers.”

Rahul Gandhi told the
President the laws were “anti-
farmer” and would make farm-

ers suffer huge losses. He said
the Opposition stood with the
farmers who have been camp-
ing at Delhi’s borders for over
a month now demanding the
repeal of the legislations.

“We took crores of signa-
tures… the voices of farmers.
The PM will have to listen to
them. The entire country is
watching. It is cold, and the
farmers are suffering, dying. I
am warning you. Nobody can
stand against the farmers,” the
Gandhi scion said.

Rahul Gandhi alleged that
only three-four people are
running the system and said
the Congress is fighting this.

“It is an assault on the idea
of India. The government is
stopping our MPs from mov-
ing out of our office...There is
no democracy in India, it is
only in imagination, not in
reality,” said Rahul Gandhi,
after coming out of the meet-

ing.
Expressing solidarity, the

Congress leaders said the
Opposition stands with farm-
ers. “The protesting farmers
will not stop the protest till the
laws are repealed. There is no
democracy in India,” he said
flanked by party leaders.

As the march was stopped,
Priyanka Gandhi said, “Any
dissent against this govern-
ment is classified as having
elements of terror. We are
undertaking this march to
voice our support for the farm-
ers.”

Priyanka Gandhi also said,
“We’re living in a democracy
and they are elected MPs.
They have the right to meet the
President and they should be
allowed. What is the problem
with that? Government is not
ready to listen to voices of
lakhs of farmers camping at
borders.”
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The Hyderabad-based Bharat
Biotech, which is developing

the country’s indigenous coro-
navirus vaccine in collaboration
with the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR), has
again applied to the Drug
Controller General of India
(DCGI)for the emergency-use
authorisation.

E m e r g e n c y - U s e
Authorisation is a mechanism to
facilitate the availability and
use of medical countermea-
sures, including vaccines, dur-
ing public health emergencies.

Bharat Biotech had first
applied for the emergency use
authorisation of its vaccine on
7 December and presented its
proposal, along with the inter-
im safety and immunogenicity
data of Phase 1 and 2 clinical tri-
als.

The Central Drugs
Standard Control Organisation’s
(CDSCO) expert panel had,
however, recommended that
the firm should present the safe-
ty and efficacy data from the
ongoing Phase 3 clinical trial in
the country for further consid-
eration, said the sources in the
Union Health Ministry.

Bharat Biotech’s COVAXIN,
an inactivated vaccine candi-
date, is currently undergoing
Phase 3 human clinical trials on

26,000 volunteers over 25 cen-
tres across India, after having
undergone Phase 1 and 2 trials
involving 1,000 volunteers.

Meanwhile, the Serum
Institute of India (SII) has also
submitted the additional data
asked by the DCGI determin-
ing safety and immunogenicity
of its COVID-19 vaccine can-
didate, Covishield.

America’s Pfizer was the
first to apply on 4 December,
followed by Pune-based SII and
Bharat Biotech who applied on
6 and 7 December, respective-
ly. Pfizer had, however, request-
ed more time to make a pre-
sentation before the committee.

India is likely to have a
Covid-19 vaccine approved for
emergency use before
December end as CDSCO’s
expert panel is set to review the
application of SII, Bharat
Biotech and Pfizer for emer-
gency use authorisation.

Meanwhile, Aurobindo
Pharma Limited and Covaxx, a
US-based company, have
entered into an exclusive license
agreement to develop, com-
mercialize and manufacture
UB-612, the first Multitope
Peptide-based vaccine to fight
Covid-19, for India and the UN
Children’s Fund (Unicef )
agency.  COVAXX is currently
conducting a Phase 1 clinical
trial for the vaccine candidate.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has pro-

visionally attached fixed
deposits along with the cash
recovered from the bank lock-
ers totalling to �1.85 crore in
Kerala Gold Smuggling Case.
Among the attached assets,
properties worth �1 crore
belongs to IAS officer and for-
mer Principal Secretary to
Chief Minister of Kerala, M
Sivasankar.

The ED had initiated
investigation under Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) on the basis of NIA’s
FIR filed before the Special
Court for NIA cases in Kochi
against Sarith P S, Swapna
Prabha Suresh, Faisal Fareed

and Sandeep Nair under vari-
ous sections of the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA).

The Customs
Commissionerate (Preventive),
Cochin had seized 30 kg gold
worth �14.82 crore at
Trivandrum International
Airport on July 5, 2020.

The seized gold was cam-
ouflaged as diplomatic baggage
to UAE Consulate, which has
immunity from checking at
airport as per Vienna conven-
tion.

The consignment was to
be received by the accused
Sarith P.S, who worked in UAE
Consulate earlier as Public
Relations Officer in complici-
ty with Swapna Prabha Suresh,
Sandeep Nair and others.

“During the course of
investigation under PMLA, it
was revealed that the accused
persons namely Sarith P S,
Swapna Prabha Suresh, Faisal
Fareed and Sandeep Nair
indulged in illegal smuggling
of gold to India and huge
amount of Proceeds of Crime
(POC) were generated,” the ED
said in a statement. 

Identified POC totalling to
�1.85 belonging to the accused
persons have been provision-
ally attached under PMLA, it
further said.

Accused Sivasankar was
arrested by the ED on October
28 and is presently undergoing
judicial custody. Earlier a pros-
ecution complaint
(chargesheet) was filed in the
case.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has pro-

visionally attached assets worth
�4,109 crore under Prevention
of Money laundering Act
(PMLA) in Agri Gold Ponzi
fraud Case involving fraud of
�6,380 crore.

The attached assets include
2,809 landed properties,
Haailand Amusement Park of
Arka Leisure and
Entertainments Private Limited
in Andhra Pradesh spread over
48 acres, shares of various
companies, plants and machin-
ery. 

These attached properties
are located in Andhra Pradesh’s
Anantpur, Kurnool, Krishna,
Chitoor, Guntur, Kadapa,
Vizianagaram, East and West
Godavari, Visakhapatnam,
Nellore, Prakasam, Srikakulam
and Kadapa districts.

The properties attached in
Karnataka are located in
Bengaluru, Kolar, Yadgir and
Mandya.

In Odisha, it is in  Khurda
district.  Krishnagiri District of
Tamil Nadu.

In Telangana, properties
were attached in Mahaboob
Nagar, Narayanpet,
Khammam, Mahboob Nagar,
Hyderabad, Ranga Reddy,
Vikarabad , Medchal,
Malkajgiri, Nalgonda and
Mahabubnagar districts

The ED had initiated inves-
tigation under PMLA based on
multiple FIRs lodged in the

States of AP, Telangana and
Karnataka.

“The scam was perpetrat-
ed by accused Avva Venkata
Rama Rao through Agri Gold
Group of Companies. Avva
Venkata Rama Rao hatched a
well planned conspiracy and
along with his seven brothers
and other associates setting
up more than 150 companies
and started collecting deposits
from general public with a
promise of providing devel-
oped plots/farm lands or with-
drawal at a high rate of return
on maturity/pre-term,” the ED
said in a statement.

Thousands of commission
agents were engaged to lure
people with various schemes
for hefty commission and man-
aged to collect �6,380 crore
from 32,02,628 investor
accounts, it said.

In the end, the gullible
investors neither got plots nor
could recover their deposits.
Investigation under PMLA fur-
ther revealed that Agri Gold
Group companies used to lure
the gullible public to join as
depositors in their schemes
either directly or through their
agents under the pretext of real
estate deal.

The ED probe further
revealed that Avva Venkata
Rama Rao and his family went
on a siphoning spree and ille-
gally diverted the public
deposits and invested in myr-
iad verticals and in private
companies which were direct-
ly owned by their family. 
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Air India pilots have refused
to accept the paltry 5 per

cent rollback in “illegal pay cut”
and asked Air India CMD to
donate it towards funds for
building of the new Parliament
building or PM CAREs fund.

In a letter to Rajiv Bansal,
Air India Chairman and
Managing Director, the two
pilot associations — Indian
Pilots` Guild and Indian
Commercial Pilots`
Association – said,  “We do not
accept this paltry 5 per cent roll
back in illegal pay cut and you
may advise the concerned to
donate this 5 per cent towards
funds for building the
Parliament or PM CARES”. 

The pilots said that they
would be forced to resort to
‘industrial action’.

They said they have given
the management every benefit
of doubt as well as ample time

to redress the issue of dispro-
portionate pay cut for Air India
pilots and its subsidiaries. “If we
do not see a timely substantial
reduction in this dispropor-
tionate pay cut, we will be
forced to seek justice through
harsher means including
‘Industrial Action’,” they added.

The letter stated that par-
liamentarians also have only
taken 30 per cent cut on gross
emoluments and vehemently
refused to take a higher cut.
“While the parliamentarians
themselves have taken a cut of
only 30 per cent on gross
emoluments and vehemently

refused to take a higher cut, we
think it is completely egregious
for us pilots to continue tol-
erating this arbitrary massive
pay cut of 55 per cent on our
gross emoluments,” stated the
letter.

“This pittance in the form
of a 5 per cent decrease in the
current wage cut is an outright
insult, its sting magnified in
light of our unwavering sup-
port and trust in this compa-
ny. This ‘generosity’ amounts
to a reduction of approxi-
mately 3 per cent in the cur-
rent gross pay cut for pilots,”
they said.
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To make the Government’s
Digital India initiative safer

and robust in rural India, the
Common Service Centre (CSC),
an SPV under the Ministry of
Electronics and IT, has launched
a cyber security course in col-
laboration with French institute
-- Ecole Superieure Robert de
Sorbon. 

“Both the courses will run
through our education and
vocational training arm – CSC
Academy – and these courses
will be specially be available to
our rural youths across India.
Our partnership with Ecole
Superieure Robert de Sorbon, a
not-for-profit, prestigious insti-
tution of higher education from
France, will add more value to
our courses which have been
designed keeping mind the
improve chances of employ-
ment and to promote entrepre-
neurship among our youths in
rural areas,” said CSC Managing
Director Dr Dinesh Tyagi.

The French Institute will
support CSC to enable Cyber
Security Course at CSC
Academies across India. The
CSC has also started CAD and
3D Printing courses in collabo-
ration with the French compa-
ny to enhance skills and improve
employability of rural youths.

The CSC Academy, an arm
of CSC, is a not-for-profit soci-
ety which is committed to teach-
ing, delivering of specialized
courses/ training programmes,
leadership, communication skills
and promotion of entrepre-
neurship among the rural mass-
es in India.
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Union Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar on

Thursday lashed out at
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi,
alleging that his claim that the
memorandum he submitted
to the President was signed by
more than 2 crore farmers had
no signatures in it from the
community,.

He also asserted  that no
one from the Congress party
had even met kisan leaders for
that. Tomar said that several
farmers have denied signing
any document sent by the
Congress party.

“Whatever Rahul Gandhi
says, even Congress doesn’t
take it seriously. Today when he
went to register his protest
with the President with signa-
tures, these farmers told me
that no one from Congress
came to them to get their sig-

nature. Farmers from Baghpat
have given me a letter in sup-
port of Centre’s Farm Laws.
They have told me that the
Government shouldn’t buckle
under any pressure to make
amendments to farm bills,”
Tomar said after meeting
Rashtriya Kisan Mazdoor
Sangh members from Baghpat.

A delegation of 60 farmers
belonging to Kisaan Majdoor
Sangh, Baghpat met Tomar at
Krishi Bhawan and gave a let-
ter in support of centre’s farm
laws. Besides, a delegation of
the Kisan Sena also met Tomar
and discussed the farm laws.
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As India prepares for mas-
sive roll out of coronavirus

vaccine across the country, the
Association of Private Detective
and Investigators (APDI) has
written to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi offering help in
dealing with the problem of
counterfeit and fake items.

“During the Corona pan-
demic we saw the market
flooding with fake sanitizers,
medicines, health supplements
and other critical items. We
actively worked with various
state governments and helped
in seizure of such fake items.
Now we have offered our help
to government and various
agencies who will be in-charge
of distribution and adminis-
tration of vaccine to check
counterfeiting and supply of
fake vaccines which is a high
possibility in a big country like
India,” said APDI Chairman

Kunwar Vikram Singh at the
International Corporate
Investigators Summit.

“The Union Government
had written to state govern-
ments about this crucial issue
and later our investigators
worked with various state
police and local administra-
tions in dealing with the situ-
ation. Our direct interven-
tion had laid to seizure of fake
items in big quantity,” he
added.

Singh also said the
International Corporate
Investigators Summit was first
of its kind in the world where
leaders from corporate world
from India and abroad gath-
ered to discuss the issues and
challenges that the corporate
world in facing in various
sectors. Challenges and prob-
lems of sectors like pharma,
healthcare, hospitality, tour
and travel, services and IT
were thoroughly discussed in
the Summit.
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Bharatiya Kisan Union (Lok
Shakti) has moved the

Supreme Court challenging
the three new farm laws,
against which various farmer
unions are staging protest at
several border points of Delhi,
and sought impleadment in
the matter pending in the
apex court.

In an application seeking
impleadment in the pending
petition, Bharatiya Kisan
Union (Lok Shakti)  has
claimed that the new farm
laws “promote corporate
interest” and are not con-
cerned with the “interest of
farmers”.

The plea, filed through
advocate A P Singh, alleged
that these acts are “unconsti-
tutional” and anti-farmer as it
would “dismantle the 

Agriculture Produce
Market Committee (APMC)
system intended to ensure
fair prices for farm products”.

“The implementation of
the acts in its current form will
spell disaster for the farming
community by opening a par-
allel market which is unregu-
lated and gives enough place
for exploitation of the Indian
farmers,” the application said.

It claimed that farmers are
“very much scared that these
acts also lead to corporatisa-
tion of the entire agriculture
market and the prices can be
driven up or down by the cor-
porates”.

While hearing the matter
related to farmers protest, a
bench headed by Chief Justice
S A Bobde had on December
17 said that farmers' agitation
should be allowed to contin-
ue “without impediment” and
the apex court will not inter-
fere with it as the right to
protest is a fundamental right.

Several farmer unions,
including the BKU, have been
impleaded as respondents in
the matter pending in the top
court.

+�*�<�2��?����'=�&23%��?.
5��((%�,'�,�6��&�(�4����%%��
'&9(%�#&%���'��9%�#'�,�&���%�



	
��	��������������������� ����������� !"� # #

Jaipur: Chief Minister Shri
Ashok Gehlot said that the coun-
try and the world in Rajasthan
has every ability to attract
investors. 

All you need is a friendly
environment of doing.  He said
that the immense potential for
energy production in solar and
wind sector, efficient  human
resources, wide land bank, favor-
able geographical location, with
better law and order Policies
and decisions formulated in the
interest of investors are such
strong aspects, whose branding is
big.

A number of entrepreneurs
can be encouraged to invest.  He

instructed that these character-
istics and merits of Adhikar
Rajasthan are given at national
and international investment
conferences, Show case through
other platforms including road
shows.

One stop shop system
brought for the convenience of
investors in Shri Gehlot State,
delhi-Mumbai Industrial
Corridor (DMIC) and Industry
related topics on Wednesday
evening were reviewing.  He
said that more and more jobs are
available to the people of
Rajasthan bringing investment to
get it done is the priority of the
government. 
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The CPI(M)-led Kerala
Government and the

Congress-led UDF, the princi-
pal Opposition in the State are
getting ready for another stand
off with Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan over con-
vening the special session of the
Legislative Assembly to pass
resolutions demanding the
scrapping of the Agriculture
Laws enacted by the Centre.

Taken aback by the
Governor’s refusal to convene
a special session of the
Legislative Assembly which
had been scheduled for
Thursday, the Government led
by Vijayan decided to send
another missive to the former
seeking to convene a special
session of one-hour duration
on December 31 to adopt res-
olutions demanding the Centre
to declare the Agriculture Bills
null and void. PNS
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KOCHI: A senior BJP leader has
charged that the LDF Government
in Kerala was projecting “manipu-
lated victory” against its fight
against Covid-19 pandemic. “The
recent developments in the State
prove that the CPI(M)-led LDF
Government was hiding real news
and spreading manipulated news
about its handling of Covid-19. This
is a sign that Kerala’s health care
sector has to improve a lot,” said C
P Radhakrishnan, BJP leader in
charge of Kerala.

He was speaking to reporters at
Kochi on Thursday after the core
committee meeting of the State unit
of the BJP. Radhakrishnan said that
his party’s focus would be to win
power in the State and not to win
‘few more seats’.

“The recent Local Body elec-
tions in the State proved that the we
have been accepted by people
belonging to all sections of the soci-
ety. We wrested power in
Pandhalam Municipality where
two Christian brethren won as ur
candidates. Yes, we are against
Islamic terrorism but not against
Islam. Our objective is to isolate
Islamic terrorism and integrate the
Muslims with us,” said
Radhakrishnan.

The BJP leader said that the last
five year’s of CPI(M) rule has
ruined Kerala’s development in all
fields. “Kerala needs to develop its
infrastructure, agriculture, indus-
trial sector and heath care. What
the CPI(M)-led LDF is projecting
is manipulated victory against
Covid-19. The BJP would be
focussing only on Kerala’s devel-
opment as well as to improve the
standard of living,” said
Radhakrishnan, who is no stranger
to Kerala.   

He also dismissed reports about
internal fights in the Kerala unit of
the party.  PNS
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With political temperature in
Bengal beginning to soar ahead

of next year’s Assembly elections
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on
Thursday hit out at Central
Government-controlled Viswa
Bharati University for not inviting her
in its centenary celebrations in which
Prime Minister Narendra Modi deliv-
ered a virtual speech.

The Prime Minister’s speech too
wasn’t free from factual errors, her
Trinamool Congress said. The TMC
had earlier slammed the BJP for
putting Home Minister Amit Shah’s
pictures above that of Poet Laureate
Rabindranath Tagore during his
Bolpur rally.

“Today is the foundation day of
the Viswa Bharati but there was no
telephone call, no invitation from that
side … There was a phone call say-
ing they wanted to meet me … they
asked whether I could visit the
University any time soon… this is not
an invite … still I must congratulate
all those who attended the pro-
gramme,” the Chief Minister said.

“I don’t mind anything because
those who have joined the meeting
today are mostly religious bigots …
their term is of temporary nature, they
are there for very few days … their
days are numbered,” Banerjee who

announced a huge investment of Rs
15,000 crore in East Midnapore dis-
trict said.

Slamming her detractors she
said “there are people who keep on
humiliating me and attacking me
every time thinking that this lady does
not react because she is sure that ulti-
mately she will win (the elections) …
today things have reached such a pass
that apart from humiliating me they
have started humiliating the icons of
Bengal.”

However, refuting the charges
brought by the Chief Minister, Bengal
BJP leader Samik Bhattacharya said
“the Chief Minister’s absence from the
programme was unfortunate … such
things should be kept out of politics
… today Bengal’s honour was lowered
before the entire nation.”

Earlier State Minister and drama-
tist Bratya Basus too alleged that the
Chief Minister could not join the
show as she was not invited. “Mamata
Banerjee did not receive any invita-
tion for the centenary meet of Visva
Bharati,” he said adding, “even if the
invitation, as you suggest, was sent last
night, should that be the decorum?
After all, she (Ms Banerjee) is the
Chief Minister of a State.”

On the alleged factual errors in

the Prime Minister’s speech he said
in his address Modi put down Bengali
culture and tradition by confining
Tagore to Gujarat.

“Why one should restrict
Rabindranath Tagore to Gujarat? He
said Satyen Tagore’s wife
(Rabindranath Tagore's sister-in-law)
learnt how to drape sarees in a cer-
tain fashion from Gujarati women.
The fact is that she learnt it from the
Gujaratis as well the Parsis. But the
Prime Minister wouldn't mention
Parsis,” Mr Basu said.

He also said that “Tagore’s broth-
er who was in Gujarat was not the
eldest sibling. His wife’s name was
Gyanadanandini and not what Modi
said. The story about Gyanadanandini
and the sari pallu is a myth, not true,”
he said.

He also questioned the reason
behind the Prime Minister not men-
tioning Calcutta University while
taking the names of Delhi and Lahore
Universities in the same breadth. 

“The PM also spoke about the
varsities of Delhi and Lahore during
his address, but failed to make a men-
tion of Calcutta University, which
played an important part in the
country's freedom movement,” Basu
a noted dramatist said.

Faulting the Prime Minister for
his wrong interpretation of the Poet
Laureate he said how Tagore’s phi-
losophy had gone beyond national-
ism to internationalism and human-
ism. He said “Tagore was of the opin-
ion that nationalism was a divisive
idea,” adding Tagore’s famous novel
Gora was not about divisive religion.

Meanwhile in a parallel develop-
ment, BJP leader Suvendu Adhikari
on Thursday iterated the BJP was
coming to power in Bengal with a
forceful majority.

Addressing a massive rally at his
home town Contai in East Midnapore
he said “the overwhelming presence
of the crowd here only shows that

“Didi is going and a new era of
nationalism is coming to Bengal.” The
rally was so big that it took three hours
to cover a distance of 5 km.

Picking up from where Home
Minister Amit Shah left last Sunday
at Bolpur Adhikari said promised to
win all the 35 seats from East and
West Midnapore for the BJP.

“The rule of Bhaipo (nephew) is
over, the rule of the coal, cow and
stone mafia is over … the people will
throw them out because if they
return to power they will not turn into
a kidney mafia,” Adhikari said in an
apparent reference to TMC MP and
the Chief Minister’s nephew Abhishek
Banerjee.
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Maharashtra’s Coivid-19 toll breached 49,000
mark on Thursday, as 89 more people died

of the pandemic, while 3,580 others tested pos-
itive for coronavirus.

A day after Maharashtra logged 3913 more
infections and 93 new deaths, the infections
dropped to 3580 and deaths came down to 89.

With 3580 fresh infected cases, the total
infections in the stare climbed from 19,06,371
to 19,09,951.  Similarly, with 89 new deaths, the
total toll in the stare rose from 48,969 to 49,058.

As 3171 patients were discharged from the
hospitals across the state after full recovery, the
total number of people discharged from the hos-
pitals since the second week of March this year
went up to 18,04,871. The recovery rate in the
state dropped marginally from from 94.51 per
cent to 94.5 per cent. 

With 12 new deaths, the total number of
deaths went up from 11033 to 11045, while the
infected cases rose by 643 to trigger a jump in
the total infections from 2,88,561 to 2,89,204.

Meanwhile, the number of “active cases”
total cases in the state rose marginally from
54,573 top 54,891.  The fatality rate in the state
stood at 2.57 per cent. Pune district, which con-
tinued to be the worst-affected city-district in
Maharashtra, saw the total number of cases
increase from 3,68,447 to 3,69,065, while the total
number of deaths in Pune increased from 7708
to 7713. Thane district remained in the third spot
--after Pune and Mumbai – after the total num-
ber of infections rose from 2,51,430 to 2,51,880,
while the total deaths climbed from 5516 to 5527.
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In the district, there will be a
revised delimitation for the

three-tier panchayat elections. The
government took this decision
after declaring Barauli, Jawan,
Gabhana and Tappal as the new
city panchayat in the district.
From the government level, about
17 panchayats have also been
added to these new bodies. Now
the Panchayati Raj Department
will release the proposed delimi-

tation afresh keeping them out of
delimitation. 

Panchayat elections will be
held in 2021 from March to April.
There were orders for delimitation
of Pradhani for which orders were
released for the creation of new
panchayats to the population left
out of the partial panchayats that
joined the urban bodies. In this
way, a total of 3 new Nagar
Panchayats were formed in the dis-
trict and the total number of pan-
chayats increased to 881. 
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Avtar Singh, an Independent
Sikh candidate from

Dadsara constituency in South
Kashmir district of Pulwama
won the maiden District
Development council polls in
Jammu and Kashmir by a slen-
der margin of only three votes. 

He is not the only one who
managed to score a close vic-
tory. Around one dozen  other
candidates, belonging to the
People's Alliance for Gupkar
Declaration, BJP, and few other
independents scored less than
five hundred votes in these
polls yet emerged victorious. 

Srinagar, Pulwama and
Shopian turned out to be the
three districts in Kashmir val-
ley where the winning candi-
dates garnered 6221,10992 and
10153 votes respectively. 

Compared to this 184944
votes were polled by the win-
ning candidates from Jammu
district,105457 from Kathua
and 59088 from Samba. 

According to the records of
the State Election Commission,
“several candidates of the
Gupkar alliance garnered bare-
ly 100 plus votes and were
declared winners”.

A National Conference
candidate, Mehmooda Akhter
from Karpin constituency of
Shopian, polled  only 119 votes
while her nearest rival, Shaheen
Akhter, an independent candi-
date too polled  34 votes. From
the neighboring constituency of
Zainpora-I in Shopian

Bilqees Jan secured a little
higher number of 146 votes
while her nearest rival Gull
Iqbal polled 135 votes. Jan won
by a thin margin of 11 votes.  

Another Independent can-
didate Mohd Yaseen Rather
from Qamarwari-II Srinagar
defeated his nearest rival
belonging to Jammu and
Kashmir Apni party by a mar-
gin of 21 votes. He polled 156
votes while his nearest rival
from JKAP, Parvaiz Ahmad
Mir polled 135 votes.  

A PDP candidate, another
constituent of the Gupkar
Alliance, Abdul Rashid Lone
from Hermain-II, Shopian
polled 182 votes and his near-
est rival Waseem Raja Parray
polled 122 votes. Yasmeen Jan
of National Conference from
Imamsahib-I  in Shopian polled
193 votes and her nearest rival
Gull Iqbal polled 65 votes
only. 
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Democracy depends upon
objective interactions,
respectful dialogues and
mutual trust. People may

differ in their viewpoints but they
need not resist combined efforts to
find solutions and settle differences,
no matter how serious these may
be. The year 2020 shall be remem-
bered for the Shaheen Bagh dhar-
na and Kisan Satyagrah. Normally,
the word “Satyagrah” reminds one
of Gandhiji who had modified the
original term “Sadagrah” to
“Satyagrah”. Democracy allows
protests; Gandhiji gave the weapon
of Satyagrah not only to India but
to the entire world, and its poten-
tial was never in doubt. It took
roots not only in India but was also
used by luminaries like Martin
Luther King Jr and Nelson
Mandela. As the inheritors of
Gandhian legacy, India and Indians
have a special responsibility to
ensure that it is not converted into
‘Asatyagrah’. In umpteen agitations
organised within India, Satyagrah
gets reduced to a mockery.

No one cares for the truth, non-
violence invariably becomes a casu-
alty and human lives are wasted
without any hesitation or a sense of
shame. These days, the “leaders” go
on hunger strike — Upvaas — for
just a few hours! The literal mean-
ing of Upvaas is “being near the soul”
but most demonstrations and
protests are hijacked by politicians.
India seriously needs its intellectu-
als to play their role: Get out of the
slumber of callousness and take a
strictly objective view of national
aspirations, expectations of the
young as well as to ensure that the
principle of trusteeship is strictly
upheld in thought and deeds of
those who have the reins of author-
ity. It is their obligation to name and
shame all those who have forgotten
about human values, social obliga-
tions, the responsibility to give dig-
nity to every human being, to be spe-
cially concerned and supportive of
children, women and those stand-
ing last in the line. While the devel-
oped and modern countries may be
overwhelmed in their materialistic
pursuits, India just cannot abandon
its eternal responsibility to move
ahead in spiritual quest, and there-
by place the right path in front of
humanity. Indians are inheritors of
a civilisation which respects the crit-
icality of the sensitive man-nature
relationship and believes in meeting
human survival needs from nature;
and despises its wanton destruction
to meet his greed. India alone could
get the humanity out of concerns like
environmental destruction, climate
changes, water scarcity, air pollution,

soil degradation, melting of glac-
iers, vanishing of species, flora and
fauna, and much more. The ide-
ology of progress has to be rede-
fined in national context, keeping
in view the global considerations
and treating the world as one fam-
ily. India must rise and present
before the world a working model
of “science with humanity” and
“knowledge with character”. It is
time that the contours of civilisa-
tion are incisively delineated and
the march towards a world of
peace is guided by humanism,
welfare of all and a practising civil
society that cares for everyone. It
would require a long-term strat-
egy and it shall have to be imple-
mented through education. There
is no other way out.

What is civilisation? This
query was once posed by Swami
Vivekananda, and his own answer
was: “It is the feeling of the
divine within.” And how does one
discover that divinity? Through
education that is both secular and
spiritual. He gave us that illustri-
ous eternal statement: “Education
is the manifestation of perfection
already in man.” He was con-
vinced that what India needs
most is “education, education
and more education”! The first
duty of the nation is to educate
people, extricate them out of igno-
rance and self-negation: “Educate
people and they would be able to
solve their own problems.” To
him, education was of no use if
it didn’t prepare the masses for the
struggles of life. More important-
ly, it was to bring out the strength
of character, spirit of philan-
thropy and the courage of a lion.
India has suffered enough in the
way of negative education.
Delinking of Indians from India
was a deliberate strategy imposed

by the alien rulers and, unfortu-
nately, the model was perpetuat-
ed by those who inherited power
and authority at the time of
Independence. Over the decades,
people have realised the gravity of
the folly and there are enough
indications in the National
Education Policy (NEP), 2020,
that things shall change. The pol-
icy formulates: “A holistic and
multi-disciplinary education
would aim at developing all
capacities of human beings —
intellectual, aesthetic, social, phys-
ical, emotional and moral, in an
integrated manner.” The formu-
lation is further augmented by the
emphasis on value-based educa-
tion “which will include the
development of humanistic, eth-
ical, constitutional and universal
human values of truth (satya),
righteous conduct (dharma),
peace (shanti), love (prem), non-
violence (ahimsa) and others”.
One fervently expects all this to
equip every learner to discover the
treasure within him. This is the
path to a truly civilised world.

There, however, are serious
impediments to traverse the
newly chalked out pathway.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
in the virtual mode, unveiled the
statue of Swami Vivekananda on
the campus of the Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU). There
was sustained opposition to the
very installation of the statue, and
it was not a rare occurrence. In
this university, the activities, agi-
tations and full-throated support
of certain ideologically con-
strained groups of students and
teachers to even the groups and
individuals who do not believe in
India’s unity and integrity as a
nation often baffle those who
think independently, have the

national welfare uppermost in
their mind and retain objectivi-
ty even in provocative situa-
tions. JNU is a great institution
that should be the melting pot for
varied thought, ideas and imag-
ination. In a world torn by con-
flicts, violence, wars and weapon-
isation, universities have a great
role to play in augmenting social
cohesion and religious amity.
They have to work for the culture
of acceptance, far ahead of toler-
ance. This is the Indian tradition
which has to be strengthened.

Universities, including JNU,
just cannot afford to ignore the
stirring words of Jawaharlal
Nehru who considered these as
the pace setters of peace and
progress at the national level, and
from there it must extend to the
global scenario: “A university
stands for humanism, for toler-
ance, for reason, for the adven-
ture of ideas and for the search
of truth. It stands for the onward
march of the human race
towards higher objectives. If the
universities discharge adequate-
ly, all is well with the people and
the nation.” Great universities
would never relish the tag of
being politically or ideological-
ly oriented. The people and the
nation expect JNU to become a
centre of nourishing civilisa-
tion. It could really work serious-
ly on comprehending the culture
of acceptance of diversity.  

In his 1932 book, Remakers
of Mankind, Carl Washburne
writes that when asked “What is
your goal in education when
India obtains self-rule”, Gandhiji
replied: “Character building. I
would strive to develop courage,
strength, virtue, the ability to for-
get oneself in working towards
great aims. This is more impor-

tant than literacy; academic
learning is only a means to this
great end.” Character formation
was the strength of the tradition-
al Indian system of knowledge
quest that included creation,
generation, utilisation and trans-
fer of knowledge to the future
generations. With all the expe-
riences gained globally in vary-
ing contexts and approaches, it
is now accepted globally that
education in every country must
be rooted in culture and com-
mitted to progress. Character
building just cannot be envi-
sioned in isolation to culture. No
culture would flourish in isola-
tion and there can be no barri-
ers erected in the way of children
being made aware and conver-
sant with their own culture
before being introduced to the
others. India painfully suffered
as the transplanted system that
deliberately kept young educat-
ed Indians debarred from get-
ting familiar with the nuances of
their own culture; they were sys-
tematically indoctrinated in the
“superiority of the western cul-
ture”. This was very comprehen-
sively articulated by Gandhiji in
the Young India of September 1,
1921: “It is my firm opinion that
no culture has treasures so rich
as ours. We have not known it;
we have even been made to
depreciate its value. We have
almost ceased to live it.”

Let us hope that the pro-
posed educational reforms
would prepare the young with
credentials and they would
look after the masses.
Education must lead to human
dignity for one and all. 

(The author works in educa-
tion and social cohesion. The
views expressed are personal.))
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Sir — By no stretch of imagina-
tion can the results of the District
Development Council (DDC)
elections in Jammu and Kashmir
(J&K) be seen as an endorsement
of the Centre’s abrogation of
Article 370. On the contrary, if
anything, it was an unequivocal
verdict against the move. The
claim of victory by the BJP is
belied by actual results. However,
it is gratifying to see some sem-
blance of democracy brought
about by the DDC polls.

Overall, the constituent par-
ties of the Gupkar Alliance that
are opposed to the abrogation of
Article 370 and insistent on their
demand for regaining what they
believe is rightfully theirs, have
emerged the clear winner and
gained legitimacy as the people’s
voice. They still occupy much of
the political space in the State and
remain vibrantly relevant there.

The argument that the
Government can unilaterally do
whatever it wants on the strength
of its parliamentary majority is
of dubious legitimacy. The peo-
ple of any region cannot be
mainstreamed or integrated by
disempowering them. 

G David Milton
Maruthancode, Tamil Nadu
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Sir — After being a caged parrot
of the powers that be, the inabil-
ity of the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) to take probes
and prosecution in sensational
cases to their logical conclusion
is dismaying. That the courts are
increasingly questioning the
CBI’s integrity is a shocking

indictment of the latter.
In this context, a recent ver-

dict of the Madras High Court
questioning the competency,
expertise and integrity of CBI
officers should come as another
wake-up call. The CBI “lost” in
its custody 103 kg of the 400 kg
gold it had seized from a corpo-
rate giant in 2012 and which was
kept in its vaults. In the absence

of any plausible explanation from
the CBI, the High Court told the
State CB-CID to probe the mat-
ter, a move fiercely opposed by
the CBI but to no avail.

Generally, the CBI is
entrusted a case after a State’s
probe agencies fail but, in this
case, the reverse happened.

Ganapathi Bhat
Akola
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Sir — With time, the Indian
democracy has become suffi-
ciently mature to enable us to
think about evolving political
systems that suit the needs, size
and population of our nation.
Reforming the polling system is
one of them.

In this particular sphere, we
have been able to develop an
election machinery by way of
the Election Commission
whose robust and efficient sys-
tem has become an envy of not
only the smaller countries but
also of the developed ones. 

But we must end the situ-
ation wherein the nation is
continually in election mode,
thereby creating an atmos-
phere of political upheaval.
We must also eliminate polit-
ical corruption in the form of
midterm defections and Aaya
Rams and Gaya Rams. Also, it
will help if the problems of a
particular State get sufficient
attention in its Assembly elec-
tions and not get overshad-
owed by national issues.

BP Srivastava
Noida
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Subhash Chandra Agrawal
Delhi
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It was late at night when Seema Kumari, an
accredited social health activist working in
Bihar’s Sitamarhi district, heard the news. The

16-year-old daughter-in-law of her neighbour had
given birth at home earlier than expected.
Despite the late hour, she rushed to their house
to see if she could be of any help. Unfortunately,
the infant, weak and born prematurely, did not
survive. In Sitamarhi, 106 newborn babies die for
every 1,000 live births according to the
Government’s statistics. Early marriage further
exacerbates the vulnerability of adolescents.
According to the fourth National Family Health
Survey (NFHS-4), in Sitamarhi, 50.5 per cent of
the women aged between 20-24 years had been
married off before the age of 18 and 11.7 per cent
of girls/women aged 15-19 years were already
mothers or pregnant at the time of the survey in
2015-16.

Although she was deeply saddened by their
loss, Kumari took the opportunity to convince
the mother-in-law that she would not insist on
another grandchild until her teenaged daughter-
in-law had recovered physically and mentally. In
fact, Kumari extracted a promise that they would
wait for at least three years before trying for
another baby. By this time not only would Pinky
turn 19 and be better prepared for motherhood,
it would also reduce the risk of infant mortali-
ty. Over the next three years, Kumari kept an eye
on the family. It meant daily visits, talking to the
mother-in-law and constantly reminding her of
the promise. She also provided reproductive and
sexual health information and aids to Pinky so
that she could plan her family and delay moth-
erhood till she was ready for it. In January this
year, Kumari’s hard work bore fruit when Pinky
gave birth to a healthy girl at the local primary
health centre.  

Women like Kumari are among the many
frontline health workers who are making a dif-
ference between life and death for mothers and
babies. Pinky was fortunate that Kumari was able
to persuade her conservative marital family that
there was a need to wait before the next pregnan-
cy. The likelihood of girls aged between 10-14
dying during pregnancy and childbirth is five
times higher than for women aged between 20-
24. An estimated 6,000 adolescent mothers die
every year in India. The underlying reasons are
early marriage coupled with a lack of sexual and
reproductive health information. It was to dis-
rupt the vicious circle of having too many chil-
dren, too quickly and provide adolescents with
appropriate information on reproductive and sex-
ual health that the Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya
Karyakram (RKSK) was launched by the
Government in 2014.

Although the RKSK prioritised sexual and
reproductive health as one of its six strategic areas
of adolescent well-being, talking about this
sensitive issue remains a taboo. In Bihar,
entrenched patriarchy has made RKSK even more
critical as adolescents, especially girls, are forced
to remain invisible and refrain from being seen
or heard. It becomes difficult for them to con-
fide in their parents. Hence, they desperately need
someone they can turn to for advice. But there
is a shortage of trained, skilled human resource
who can be their friend and guide.

Many girls on the brink of puberty know lit-
tle about menstruation as no one prepares them
for it when they reach puberty. In fact, menstru-
ation comes as a shock for many and affects their
mental health as they are unable to grapple with

this major change in their bodies.
There is also an acute shortage of

medical counsellors as well as women
doctors. Though the biology textbook
has a chapter on reproductive health,
most teachers in rural areas skip it. This
trend was more prevalent in co-educa-
tional schools where the teacher was too
embarrassed to teach this important
chapter to a class full of boys and girls.

Eighteen-year-old Fatima, who
travels 20 kilometres daily to a college
from Sherghati block of Gaya District,
admitted that she wanted to know more
about sexual and reproductive health.
Fatima said the only information she
had gleaned on this subject was from
television programmes but that was not
enough. Neither was it comprehensive.
Under the RKSK, peer educators and
Adolescent Friendly Health Clinics
(AFHCs) are supposed to bridge this
information gap. For a population of
1,000 people, there are supposed to be
four peer educators, two boys and two
girls. The Accredited Social Health
Activists (ASHAs), panchayats  and
local Non-Government Organisations
are part of the group to select and train
the peer educators or “Sathiyas” as they
are called. It is their responsibility to
remove all doubts and fears of the ado-
lescents by bringing them to the
AFHCs.  

Unfortunately, in many villages of
rural Bihar, such clinics remain on
paper. During a social audit conduct-
ed to assess the ground realities, it was
found that even where they did exist,
the absence of qualified service
providers including counsellors man-
dated under the RKSK, made these clin-
ics mostly non-functional.

One such AFHC is at the Belsand
Primary Health Centre in Sitamarhi.
The signage on the board outside

mentions the services the clinic offers.
The dilapidated board and the faded
writing is the first sign of the clinic’s pre-
sent state of health. The clinic doubles
up as an Outpatient Department since
there is no other room. Adolescents
prefer not to come to this clinic primar-
ily because there is an acute shortage
of staff and privacy. Apart from a lack
of a counsellor dedicated solely for ado-
lescents, the Auxilliary Nurse Midwife
(ANM) was on contract from the sub-
centre!

The clinic was supposed to have
seven doctors but it had only two. The
lack of a woman doctor meant that few
abortions were conducted there.
According to ANM Rakhee Kumar, the
lack of a woman doctor was the reason
why very few came to seek abortion ser-
vices at the clinic. The fact that parents
and girls preferred to visit quacks for
abortions underlines just how vital
functioning AFHCs are for adolescents
to access sexual and reproductive infor-
mation and safe abortion services.
Sadly, girls visit trained healthcare
workers only when abortions are
botched up by the quacks. And some-
times it is too late to help them. 

When mothers are well-informed
there are better chances that adoles-
cents, both girls and boys, will better
understand the changes their bodies are
undergoing. In turn, well-informed
teenagers are able to help their friends
cope with their problems.  

The three daughters of Anganwadi
Worker (AWW) Anita Devi are differ-
ent from their friends. They understand
the importance of education and the
pitfalls of early marriage. They have
accurate information on puberty and its
related changes. They have taken on the
responsibility of sharing this knowledge
with their friends.

Adolescents between 10-19 years
comprise 22 per cent of Bihar’s popu-
lation. The RKSK strategy was to pro-
vide a continuum of care for the health
and development of adolescents. Also,
envisioned was a convergence model of
service delivery by involving ANMs,
ASHAs, AWWs and volunteers of the
Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan. 

Several Union Ministries were to
provide various components for ado-
lescent development through special
programmes like the Integrated Child
Development Services. Adolescent
health programme managers at the
State and district level were to oversee
the initiative based on project imple-
mentation plans.

Further, at the community level the
intervention was to be through peer
educators, holding quarterly Adolescent
Health Day meetings, providing week-
ly iron and folic acid supplements and
through a Menstrual Hygiene
Management scheme. The facility-
based intervention was through setting
up and strengthening of AFHCs.

Despite such good intentions, the
Government has failed in implemen-
tation due to the lack of convergence
among the various departments and
lack of trained service providers and
supplies. There is an urgent need  to
empower frontline health workers like
ASHAs, ANMs and AWWs in under-
standing the voices, aspirations and
potential of adolescents and providing
accurate information. Adolescents are
thirsting for information about them-
selves and the changes that puberty
brings to their bodies and way of think-
ing. It is time to pay greater attention
to their voices and give them the
power of information.

(The writer is a senior journalist.
The views expressed are personal)
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Financial ratio analysis is used
to convey the fiscal health and
performance of an organisa-

tion to various stakeholders such as
owners, customers, managers, sup-
pliers, vendors, lenders, regulators
and competitors. This is done by
analysing information available in a
firm’s financial statements. 

This system originally started in
banks in the US in the 19th Century
to gauge the loan repaying capaci-
ty of organisations. It was later
extended to investors’ decision-
making for business purposes using
financial ratios. Later, with corpo-

rate organisations emerging, the rel-
evance of ratio analysis was under-
stood even more. After the second
World War, with the advent of sci-
ence and technology and increased
market competitiveness, new tools
and techniques were added to finan-
cial ratio analysis. The series of addi-
tions and improvements continued
in the 1960s well into the ‘90s to
come to the existing analysis meth-
ods. 

Over the years, researchers have
continually established the utility of
financial ratios in investigating var-
ious aspects of business like prof-
itability, solvency and efficiency. It
provides trends within organisations
by analysing fiscal statements over
a large number of financial years
(FYs). This is extremely useful to
understand the direction of growth
of an organisation and identify any
trends that affect performance. This
type of trend analysis is not possi-
ble with the data of a single finan-
cial year. Ratio analysis is also cru-
cial to benchmark one’s perfor-

mance in comparison to industry
competitors, identify gaps, assess
competitive advantages, strengths,
weaknesses, opportunities and
threats. This information can be
used by decision-makers to improve
the organisation’s position in the
industry. Ratio analysis is also a tool
to discern how efficiently an organ-
isation is using its assets and liabil-
ities and whether the financial
resources are over or underutilised.
To help managers in their decision-
making process, several categories
of ratios are used. First, the liquid-
ity quotients like current ratio,
quick ratio and cash ratio, measure
the ability of an organisation to meet
its current liabilities with the use of
current assets. 

In case an  organisation is fac-
ing financial trouble in repaying its
debt, it is captured in these ratios.
Such quotients are used primarily by
lenders, bankers and creditors to
ascertain an organisation’s capacity
to honour its financial commit-
ments. Second, solvency ratios mea-

sure the firm’s ability to meet any
long-term fiscal commitment and
the fact that in the long-term, it
owns more than it owes. The solven-
cy of firms is measured by the debt-
to-equity and debt-to-assets ratios.
Profitability ratios are the third
category used to measure the capa-
bility of an organisation to earn prof-
its when compared to the costs asso-
ciated with the business. 

A higher profitability ratio,
compared to itself in the previous
year or its competitor, shows an
improvement in fiscal strength.
Some important profitability ratios
that are used in financial analysis are
gross profit margin, net profit mar-
gin, return on equity, return on
assets and return on capital
employed. 

Fourth, efficiency quotients like
the asset turnover ratio, inventory
ratio, fixed assets turnover ratio,
working capital turnover ratio,
payables turnover ratio and receiv-
ables turnover ratio measure how
effectively an organisation uses its

assets and liabilities to earn revenues
and profits. A higher efficiency
quotient generally means that the
business is more efficient. 

Coverage ratios, too, measure an
organisation’s ability to cover its debt
obligations. A higher coverage quo-
tient shows the ease with which it
can service borrowings. Some of the
frequently used coverage ratios are
debt coverage ratio, interest cover-
age ratio, fixed charge coverage
ratio and EBITDA (earnings before
interest, taxes, depreciation and
amortisation) coverage ratio. And
last but not the least, market ratios
help investors to analyse their invest-
ments in the organisation and help
them predict  future stock prices and
returns due to dividends. Price-to-
earnings, earnings per share, divi-
dend yield and dividend payout
ratio are some examples of market
ratios. 

How is financial ratio analysis
changing in the present world
order? The trend in today’s times is
more predictive in nature and the

importance of historical numbers is
decreasing by the day. Predictive
forecasting models which help in
capital budgeting decisions and
choices regarding sources of funds
and operations have gained more
prevalence. The existing business
environment is uncertain and
volatile with increased focus on peo-
ple, the planet and sustainability.
This is particularly true since the
outbreak of the Coronavirus. So,
non-pecuniary information that is
not reflected in the financial state-
ments is also gaining importance
now, which is not replicated in the
current ratios used in financial
analysis. Globalisation has also
increased cross-border transactions,
mergers and acquisitions, move-
ment of people and technology
transfer, making pecuniary state-
ments more complex than ever.
Although financial ratio analysis is
important for making decisions, it
is not without its limitations. This
technique may not give the actual
picture when window dressing of

statements occurs against financial
and business ethics. Ratio analysis
techniques may also not give prop-
er results for comparison when
different companies use different
valuation techniques for inventory
and depreciation. Another aspect
which goes against ratio analysis is
that it just gives the results in num-
bers and does not reflect the causa-
tion factors, which can make these
numbers meaningless. Further
research should be done to capture
the new-age trends in financial
ratio analysis to make them even
more relevant.

Financial ratio analysis can be
a very important analytical tool for
business decision-making if it is
used in conjunction with a proper
knowledge of factors affecting a
business and not just used  mechan-
ically. If the limitations are consid-
ered, they can be very useful to a
savvy business manager.

(The writer is Associate Professor,
Amity University, Noida. The views
expressed are personal) 
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Nairobi: Another new variant
of the coronavirus appears to
have emerged in Nigeria,
Africa’s top public health offi-
cial said Thursday, but he
added that further investigation
was needed. 

The discovery could add to
new alarm in the pandemic
after similar variants were
announced in Britain and
South Africa, leading to the
swift return of international
travel restrictions and other
measures just as the world
enters a major holiday season.

“Its a separate lineage from
the UK and South Africa,” the
head of the Africa Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention, John Nkengasong,
told reporters. He said the
Nigeria CDC and the African
Center of Excellence for
Genomics of Infectious
Diseases in that country —
Africas most populous — will

be analyzing more samples. 
“Give us some time ... Its

still very early,” he said.
The alert about the appar-

ent new variant was based on
two or three genetic
sequences, he said, but that
and South Africa’s alert late
last week were enough to
prompt an emergency meet-
ing of the Africa CDC this
week.

The variant was found in
two patient samples collected
on Aug. 3 and on Oct. 9 in
Nigeria’s Osun state, according
to a working research paper
seen by The Associated Press. 

Unlike the variant seen in
the UK, “we haven’t observed
such rapid rise of the lineage in
Nigeria and do not have evi-
dence to indicate that the
P681H variant is contributing
to increased transmission of the
virus in Nigeria. However, the
relative difference in scale of

genomic surveillance in Nigeria
vs the UK May imply a reduced
power to detect such changes,”
the paper says.

The news comes as infec-
tions surge again in parts of the
African continent.

The new variant in South
Africa is now the predominant
one there, Nkengasong said, as
confirmed infections in the
country approach 1 million.
While the variant transmits
quickly and viral loads are
higher, it is not yet clear
whether it leads to a more
severe disease, he said.

“We believe this mutation
will not have an effect” on the
deployment of Covid-19 vac-
cines to the continent, he said
of the South Africa variant.

South Africa’s health min-
ister late Wednesday
announced an “alarming rate of
spread” in that country, with
more than 14,000 new cases

confirmed in the past day,
including more than 400
deaths. It was the largest single-
day increase in cases.

The country has more than
950,000 infections and Covid-19
is “unrelenting,” Health Minister
Zwelini Mkhize said. AP

Niamey (Niger): Niger could see
its first democratic transition of
power since independence in the
elections being held on Sunday
amid a growing threat from
jihadists in the region.

President Mahamadou
Issoufou, who has served two
terms, is stepping down, paving
the way for the first peaceful
transfer of power between two
elected presidents since inde-
pendence from France in 1960.
Niger has seen four coups.

The transfer would be sig-

nificant not only in Niger but
also in West Africa, where lead-
ers recently have held on for dis-
puted third terms in Guinea and
Ivory Coast.

More than 7.4 million
Nigeriens are registered to vote,
and 30 candidates are running
for president while 171 seats are
being contested in the national
assembly.

The next president will have
to deal with major problems
including extremism, poverty,
displacement and corruption.

Attacks by extremists affected
local elections two weeks ago as
Nigeria-based Boko Haram
fighters killed more than 28 peo-
ple in Toumour in the Diffa
region the day before the vote.

Niger also faces increasing
attacks from fighters linked to
the Islamic State group and al-
Qaida. Thousands of people
have been killed and hundreds
of thousands have been dis-
placed despite the presence of
thousands of regional and inter-
national troops.         AP

Kathmandu: Chinese ambas-
sador Hou Yanqi on Thursday
met Nepal Communist Party’s
executive chairman Pushpa
Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’, who
claims control over the ruling
party after removing Prime
Minister K P Sharma Oli from
the posts of the party’s parlia-
mentary leader and chair.

The meeting at Prachanda’s
residence in Khumaltar - which
lasted for about 30 minutes -
dwelt on the contemporary
political situation after the NCP
split. “They discussed the issues
of bilateral concern,” according
to sources close to Prachanda.

Bishnu Rijal, a leader close
to the Prachanda-faction,
tweeted that “Ambassador of
the People’s Republic of China
Hou Yanqi met Chairman of
the Nepal Communist Party
Pushpa Kamal Dahal
‘Prachanda’ this morning. They
discussed the issues of bilater-
al concerns.”

Hou’s meeting with
Prachanda comes two days
after she called on President

Bidya Devi Bhandari on
Tuesday at the latter’s office in
Sheetal Niwas.

Hou is said to have dis-
cussed the latest political devel-
opment following the presi-
dent’s move to dissolve the
House of Representatives and
announce mid-term elections,
My Republica reported.

This is not the first time
that the Chinese ambassador
has intervened in Nepal’s inter-
nal affairs at a time of crisis.

In May, Hou held separate
meetings with President
Bhandari, the prime minister
and other senior NCP leaders,
including Prachanda, when Oli
was facing mounting pressure
to step down.

In July, she again met a
number of top leaders, includ-
ing the president, prime min-
ister, Prachanda, Madhav
Kumar Nepal and Jhala Nath
Khanal and Bamdev Gautam to
save Oli, who is known for his
pro-Beijing leanings.

A number of political party
leaders had termed the Chinese

envoy’s series of meetings with
the ruling party leaders as
interference in Nepal’s internal
political affairs.

Dozens of student activists
carrying placards with anti-
China slogans had staged a
demonstration in front of the
Chinese Embassy here to
protest against Hou’s interfer-
ence in Nepal’s internal affairs.

China’s political profile in
Nepal has been on the rise in
the recent years with billions of
dollars of investments under
Beijing’s multi-billion-dollar
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
including the building of the
Trans-Himalayan Multi-
Dimensional Connectivity
Network.

Besides the investments,
China’s ambassador to Nepal
Hou has made open efforts to
garner support for Oli.

Meanwhile, the Prachanda-
led faction has decided to stage
nationwide protests next
Tuesday to oppose the dissolu-
tion of Parliament.

It was also decided to

organise a rally with the par-
ticipation of the party’s Central
Committee members and
members of the dissolved
House of Representatives from
Kathmandu’s Maitighar
Mandala to the Election
Commission office to claim
the official party recognition.

Around 315 Central
Committee members and near-
ly 100 members of the House
are expected to join the rally.

In a separate meeting of the
Central Committee members
close to him, Prime Minister
Oli announced the removal of
Prachanda from the post of the
party’s Executive Chairman.

The decision comes a day
after the Prachanda-led faction
of the ruling party elected
him as the new parliamentary
leader, replacing Prime
Minister Oli.

Oli was earlier removed
from the post of party’s chair-
man on Tuesday by a central
committee meeting of the
Prachanda-led faction, which
also decided to take disciplinary

action against him for dissolv-
ing the House of
Representatives “unconstitu-
tionally”.

The main Opposition
Nepali Congress (NC) has also
announced to hold a nation-
wide protest against dissolution
of Parliament in all 77 districts
including Kathmandu on
Monday.

Nepal on Sunday plunged
into a political crisis after
President Bidya Devi Bhandari
dissolved the House of
Representatives and announced
dates for mid-term elections at
the recommendation of Prime
Minister Oli, sparking protests
from a section of the ruling
party and various opposition
parties, including Nepali
Congress.

The move came after the
intra-party feud reached a cli-
max in the ruling party which
has been witnessing months-
long power tussle between two
factions, one led by 68-year-oli
Oli and another led by 66-year-
old Prachanda. PTI

Karachi: In a surprise move, a
Pakistani court on Thursday
ordered the release of British-
born al-Qaeda leader Ahmed
Omar Saeed Sheikh and his
three aides, who were convict-
ed and sentenced in the abduc-
tion and murder case of US
journalist Daniel Pearl.

A two-judge bench of the
Sindh High Court, presided
over by Justice KK Agha,
directed security agencies not
to keep Sheikh and other
accused under “any sort of
detention” and declared all
notifications of the Sindh gov-
ernment related to their deten-
tion “null and void”. 

The court observed that
the four men’s detention was
“illegal”.

In April, a two-judge Sindh
High Court bench commuted
the death sentence of 46-year-
old Sheikh to seven years
imprisonment. The court also
acquitted his three aides who
were serving life terms in the
case – almost two decades
after they were found guilty
and jailed.

However, the Sindh gov-
ernment refused to release
them and kept them in deten-
tion under the Maintenance of
Public Order. 

Their continuous detention
was challenged in the Sindh
High Court, which ordered
their release. However, it asked
to place their names on the no-
fly list so that they could not

leave the country. It also direct-
ed them to appear before the
court whenever summoned. 

Pearl, the 38-year-old
South Asia bureau chief for The
Wall Street Journal, was
abducted and beheaded while
he was in Pakistan investigat-
ing a story in 2002 on the links
between the country’s power-
ful spy agency ISI and al-
Qaeda.

A three-judge apex court
bench headed by Justice
Mushir Alam is hearing the
appeal by the Sindh govern-
ment and the family of the slain
journalist against the acquittal
of Sheikh. 

The US has been mounting
pressure on Pakistan, demand-
ing justice for Pearl.

Pearl’s murder took place
three years after Sheikh, along
with Jaish-e-Mohammad chief
Masood Azhar and Mushtaq
Ahmed Zargar, was released by
India in 1999 and given safe
passage to Afghanistan in
exchange for the nearly 150
passengers of hijacked Indian
Airlines Flight 814. PTI 

�����
������������
�1����	�
�!���"#! !$�#�$�!�!��!���	��#

London: The deal is done,
Downing Street in London
and European Union (EU)
officials in Brussels confirmed
on Thursday as both sides
managed to thrash out a post-
Brexit free trade agreement
(FTA) just days before the
December 31 deadline.

Thousands of pages of legal
text accompanies the deal, with
details of the agreement set to
emerge in the course of the
next few days, including the
final ratification of the FTA by
Parliaments on both sides.

“We have got Brexit done
and we can now take full
advantage of the fantastic
opportunities available to us as
an independent trading nation,
striking trade deals with other
partners around the world,”
Downing Street said in a state-
ment.

“We have signed the first
free trade agreement based on
zero tariffs and zero quotas that
has ever been achieved with the
EU. The deal is the biggest
bilateral trade deal signed by

either side, covering trade
worth GBP 668 billion in 2019,”
it said, adding that the UK has
taken back control of its
“money, borders, laws, trade
and our fishing waters”.

“The deal also guarantees
that we are no longer in the
lunar pull of the EU, we are not
bound by EU rules, there is no
role for the European Court of

Justice and all of our key red
lines about returning sover-
eignty have been achieved. It
means that we will have full
political and economic inde-
pendence on 1st January 2021,”
Downing Street declared.

On the other side, the EU
said it has a good deal to show
for the “long and winding
road”. PTI
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Nairobi: South Africa’s Health
Minister says the country has
seen more than 14,000 con-
firmed new coronavirus cases
in the past day, with a posi-
tivity rate of 26 per cent, as
overall cases edge toward 1
million.

Heath Minister Zwelini
Mkhize says the “alarming
rate of spread” of infections is
much faster than during the
first wave in midyear. His
daily report doesnt say how
many of the new infections are
attributed to the new variant

of the virus in South Africa.
The country has more

than 950,000 confirmed cases,
including more than 25,000
deaths. More than 400 people
have died in the past day.

Mkhize says Covid-19 is
“unrelenting” and urges South
Africans to not be complacent
as they enter the holiday sea-
son, and he warns that the
government will have to
review restrictions meant to
limit the spread of the virus
and “consider further mea-
sures.” AP
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Yerevan: Police in the
Armenian capital detained
dozens of people on Thursday
during protests against the
country’s Prime Minister, who
is being pressured to resign
over his handling of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict
with Azerbaijan.

Opposition politicians and
their supporters have been
demanding for weeks that
Nikol Pashinyan step down
over the Nov. 10 peace deal
that saw Azerbaijan reclaim
control over large parts of
Nagorno-Karabakh and sur-
rounding areas. The Russia-
brokered agreement ended 44
days of fierce fighting in which
the Azerbaijani army routed
Armenian forces.

Police detained 77 people
following clashes when thou-
sands of protesters converged
on center of the capital Yerevan
and surrounded the heavily
guarded government build-
ing. Pashinyan and other cab-
inet members were able to get
into the building despite the
unrest.

“Now our goal is that they
don’t get out until Nikol
Pashinyan resigns,” Ishkhan
Saghatelyan, a leading member
of the opposition
Dashnaktsutyun party, was
quoted as saying by the
Russian state Tass news agency.

Nagorno-Karabakh lies
within Azerbaijan but was
under the control of ethnic
Armenian forces backed by
Armenia since a separatist war
there ended in 1994.  AP
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Kabul: An Afghan women’s
rights activist was shot and
killed by unknown gunmen in
northern Kapisa province
Thursday, an Interior Ministry
official said.

Tariq Arian, a spokesman
for the Interior Ministry, said
Freshta Kohistani was assassi-
nated by unknown gunmen in
the Kohistan district of Kapisa.
Kohistani’s brother was wound-
ed in the attack, he said.

Kohistani, a former provin-
cial council member, organized
protests and raised awareness
on social media about violence
against women in Afghanistan.

The attack was the latest
amid relentless violence in
Afghanistan even as Taliban
and Afghan government nego-
tiators hold talks in Qatar, try-
ing to hammer out a peace deal
that could put an end to
decades of war. No one imme-

diately claimed responsibility
for Thursday’s attack, but the
Islamic State group has claimed
responsibility for multiple
attacks in Kabul in recent
months, including on educa-
tional institutions that killed 50
people, most of them students.

Violence in Afghanistan
has spiked even during Taliban
and Afghan government peace
negotiations, which began in
September. The talks, after
some recent procedural
progress, have been suspended
until early January and there is
speculation the resumption
could be further delayed. At the
same time, Taliban militants
have waged bitter battles against
IS fighters, particularly in east-
ern Afghanistan, while contin-
uing their insurgency against
Government forces and keep-
ing their promise not to attack
US And NATO troops. AP
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Kinshasa (Congo): More than
30 people have died in an
overnight capsizing on Lake
Albert while trying to return to
Congo from Uganda, accord-
ing to a civil society group.

Most of the victims were
trying to return illegally to
Congo to avoid coronavirus
restrictions, said Vital
Adubanga, president of the
Wangongo chiefdom in eastern

Congo’s Ituri province. Traffic
between the countries is offi-
cially at a standstill as part of
the fight against Covid-19.

The dugout canoe cap-
sized near the town of
Kolokoto, he said.

“A strong wind blew and
caused this incident,” he said.
“We have so far recorded a bal-
ance sheet provisionally of 33
dead people and seven sur-

vivors.” He said owners must
respect regulations that pro-
hibit night boats.

“More Congolese traders
have been forced to be con-
fined in Uganda following the
Covid-19 pandemic,” he said.
“They wanted to return to
their country ... We deplore
this behaviour which often
leads to deaths. Night boats are
to be discouraged.” AP
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FASTags will be mandatory
for vehicles from January 1,

2021, Union minister Nitin
Gakdari said on Thursday.

FASTags, which facilitate
electronic payment of fee at toll
plazas, was introduced in 2016.
Making the tags compulsory
would also help in ensuring
that vehicles pass seamlessly
through the toll plazas as fee
payment would be done elec-
tronically.

Union Minister for Road
Transport, Highways and
MSMEs Nitin Gadkari has
announced that FASTag is
being made mandatory for all
vehicles in the country from
the new year, the Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways

said in a statement.
Addressing a virtual func-

tion on Thursday, he also said
that FASTag will be useful for
commuters as they will not
have to stop at toll plazas for
cash payments. Besides, it will
also help save time and fuel, he
added.

FASTag was launched in
2016 and four banks together
issued nearly a lakh of them. By
2017, their numbers went up to
seven lakh and more than 34
lakh FASTags were issued in
2018.

In November this year, the
ministry issued a notification
also making FASTag mandato-
ry from January 1, 2021 for old
vehicles or that were sold before
December 1, 2017.
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Uttar Pradesh, being the
most populous state in

the country, should register the
highest collection of Goods and
Services Tax (GST), Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath said
on Thursday and directed offi-
cials to make efforts to raise
revenue receipts.

He said at a review meet-
ing that strict action should be

taken against those involved in
revenue theft.

"UP is the most populous
state in the country and has
maximum consumers.
Therefore, the GST collec-
tion should also be the high-
est here," the chief minister
said.

He said accountability of
officials concerned should be
fixed at all levels keeping in vies
revenue receipts.
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The forging industry on
Thursday urged the gov-

ernment to ban steel and iron
ore exports, as domestic steel
prices shot up 25-30% in the
last three months due to
increased exports and squeezed
supply in the local
market.Forging steel manufac-
turers have hiked prices by 10

per cent over the last six
months and now looking for a
further 15%  increase.The ini-
tial increase was impossible to
sustain, and the further hike in
prices will prove to be disas-
trous, Association of Indian
Forging Industry said in a
release.As much as 80% of the
�34,000 crore domestic forging
industry comes from the auto-
mobile industry.
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Equity indices marched high-
er for the third session on

the trot on Thursday, pro-
pelled by Reliance Industries
and financial stocks, amid a
positive trend in global markets
on prospects of a Brexit trade
deal. 

A sharp jump in the rupee
and persistent foreign fund
inflows added to the momen-
tum here, traders said.  

The 30-share BSE Sensex
surged 529.36 points or 1.14
per cent to close at 46,973.54.
The broader NSE Nifty
zoomed 148.15 points or 1.09
per cent to 13,749.25.

Axis Bank topped the
Sensex gainers’ chart, spurting
3.04 per cent, followed by Sun
Pharma, ONGC, Reliance

Industries (RIL), HDFC, ICICI
Bank, Bharti Airtel, Bajaj
Finance and Kotak Bank. 

Index heavyweights RIL,
HDFC and HDFC Bank
accounted for over half of the
Sensex’s gains. On the other
hand, Infosys, Nestle India,
IndusInd Bank, Dr Reddy’s,
HCL Tech and Bajaj Finserv
were among the main lag-
gards, dropping up to 1.32 per
cent.  During the holiday-
truncated week, Sensex inched
up 12.85 points or 0.02 per
cent, while Nifty slipped 11.30
points or 0.08 per cent. Markets
will be closed on Friday on
account of Christmas. Global
equities extended gains as
Britain and European Union
neared a Brexit deal ahead of
the Christmas weekend, cheer-
ing participants. 
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The economy is coming out
of the Covid-19 pandemic’s

deep abyss faster than most of
the predictions, and the growth
will enter positive zone in the
third quarter of the current
financial year, said an article on
the ‘state of economy’ in the
RBI Bulletin.

"...More evidence has been
turned in to show that the
Indian economy is pulling out
of COVID-19’s deep abyss and
is breaking out amidst winter’s
lengthening shadows towards a
place in the sunlight...It is
reflating at a pace that beats
most prediction," said the arti-
cle written by the officials of the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

Impacted by the coron-
avirus pandemic, the Indian
economy dipped by a historic

23.9 per cent in the first quar-
ter of the current financial
year. The contraction narrowed
down to 7.5 per cent in the sec-
ond quarter. Quoting reports,
the article said, "Real GDP
growth is expected to break out
into positive territory in Q3 -
albeit, to a slender 0.1 per
cent." Two important forces are
conspiring to bless this turning
of the page on the virus, the
article said.

"First, India is bending the
COVID infection curve: since
mid-September, barring
localised surges, infections are
slanting fashion to support
investment and consumption
demand," it said,

"The fiscal measures have
been sequenced in a designed
shift in focus from consump-
tion expenditure in Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Package
(PMGKP) to investment
expenditure in Aatma Nirbhar
2.0 and 3.0," the article added.

Abstracting from the
inherent flux in high frequen-

cy indicators, the underlying
trend would reveal that the
pick-up in momentum of eco-
nomic activity that commenced
with the onset of the second
half of 2020-21 is sustained, it
noted. "The absence of the
dreaded ‘second wave’ of pan-
demic in India so far has
imparted elevation to this
momentum in an environment
of supportive macroeconomic
policies, spurring a faster
unlock and normalisation of
the economy," it added.

RBI said the views
expressed in this article are
those of the authors and do not
necessarily represent the views
of the central bank. Authors of
the article further said that
contractions forecast by vari-
ous agencies for the year as a
whole are already being
trimmed, and if the current
momentum is maintained, the
bounce back expected in the
last quarter of the year may be
stronger than postulated under
baseline assumptions.
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India’s networking market
which includes ethernet

switch, routers, and WLAN
(wireless local area network)
segments witnessed a 16.4 per
cent year-over-year (YoY)
decline in the third quarter of
this year due to the negative
impact of Covid-19, industry
tracker International Data
Corporation (IDC) said on
Thursday.

The decline during the
July-September period was
majorly characterised by the
decline in router revenues.

The routing business in
India declined by 40.2 per cent
YoY in Q3, IDC said, adding
that Cisco leads the router
market with a 64.4 per cent
share followed by Juniper and
Nokia.

The WLAN market in
India grew marginally by 3.1
per cent YoY.

The market for Wi-Fi 6
also witnessed significant trac-
tion in the Indian market.

While the revenue contribution
of Wi-Fi 6 differed by vendors,
there was a significant jump in
the sales of Wi-Fi 6 access
points across all the major
vendors in the segment.

With a market share of 29.8
per cent, TP-Link was the mar-
ket leader in the WLAN seg-
ment during Q3, followed by
D-Link due to the rapid
increase in demand for con-
sumer gateway routers.

The enterprise class
WLAN segment was led by
Cisco followed by Hewlett
Packard Enterprise (HPE).

"Covid-19 has accelerated
the enterprise movement
towards cloud which has
become the origin of transfor-
mation in the networking
ecosystem," Sudharsan
Raghunathan, Senior Market
Analyst, Enterprise
Networking, IDC India, said in
a statement.

"Many of the networking
investments have been around
technologies that enable seam-
less working from anywhere,

enhancing the security frame-
work, extending the corporate
network efficiently, easier man-
ageability and troubleshoot-
ing, and bringing back employ-
ees into the office premises
safely."

Switching had a YoY
decline of 8.8 per cent in Q3,
IDC said, adding that much
like the routing segment, the
decline in the ethernet switch
segment was attributed to the
decline in investments from
service providers.

Cisco continued to domi-
nate the ethernet switch mar-
ket with a 59.8 per cent share
during Q3, followed by Huawei
and Hewlett Packard
Enterprise (HPE), IDC said.

However, according to an
IDC India forecast, increased
adoption of emerging tech-
nologies such as cloud, Internet
of Things (IoT), mobility, etc.
would drive incremental rev-
enues in the coming years.
IDC also expects large invest-
ments for 5G rollouts in the
next couple of years.

New Delhi:Petrol and diesel
prices remained unchanged on
Thursday as oil marketing
companies continued to main-
tain a wait and watch stance
amid a stable global oil market.

Accordingly, the pump
price of petrol remained at Rs
83.71 a litre and diesel Rs
73.87 a litre in Delhi on
Thursday. 
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With mobile network
boosters becoming a

major reason for poor service
quality, the Department of
Telecom has asked online sell-
ers to pull down listings of such
equipment, an official state-
ment said on Thursday.

The DoT has also carried
out raids across multiple loca-
tions in South Mumbai over
the last two days which led to
the removal of 68 illegal boost-
ers (or repeaters), it added.

The action comes amid
frequent complaints of poor
network quality in various
parts of the country.

"Online platforms have
also been issued notices to

remove listing of illegal
repeaters from their website
and such companies have
responded positively," Amit
Gautam, who is part of DoT’s
Wireless Monitoring
Organisation, was quoted as
saying in the statement.

"We started bringing down
the illegal repeaters in
November. Raids were con-
ducted on December 22 and 23
as well. 

Total 68 illegal mobile sig-
nal boosters were brought
down. We could see they were
all China made devices with no
safety standard mark...,"
Gautam said. 

He added the department
will file FIR against vendors
selling these network repeaters.
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The Reserve Bank on
Thursday said it will con-

duct simultaneous purchase
and sale of government secu-
rities under open market oper-
ations (OMOs) for an aggregate
amount of Rs 10,000 crore
each next week.

The decision was taken
after a review of the current liq-
uidity and financial condi-
tions, RBI said in a statement.

Simultaneous purchase and
sale of government securities
under OMOs, popularly
known as Operation Twist,
involves purchasing G-Sec
(government securities) of
longer maturities and selling
equal amount of G-Sec of
shorter maturities.
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The RBI on Thursday said it
has cancelled the licence of

Subhadra Local Area Bank,
Kolhapur, as its affairs were
conducted in a "manner detri-
mental" to the interests of its
present and future depositors.

The bank had breached
the minimum net worth
requirement for two quarters
in the financial year 2019-20,
the RBI said in a statement.
However, Subhadra Local Area
Bank has enough liquidity to
pay all its depositors, it 
added. 

"Public interest would be
adversely affected if it is
allowed to continue to do the
business in the manner in
which it is functioning", the
RBI said, adding that the gen-
eral character of the manage-
ment is considered prejudicial
to the interest of the present
and future depositors.

The licence issued to
Subhadra Local Area Bank
stands cancelled to carry out
banking business from the
close of business on December
24, 2020. 

Consequent to the cancel-
lation of the licence, the bank
is prohibited from conducting
the business of banking or any
additional business envisaged
under the Banking Regulation
Act, 1949 with immediate
effect.

New Delhi:State-owned
Central Bank of India will exit
housing finance joint venture
by selling its entire stake of over
64% to Centrum Housing
Finance for �160 crore."This is
to inform that the bank has
entered into a binding agree-
ment to divest its entire equi-
ty stake of 64.40%  i.E.
1,61,00,000 shares of face value

of �10 each in Cent Bank
Home    Finance Ltd (CBHFL),
to Centrum Housing Finance,
subject to approvals from reg-
ulatory authorities," Central
Bank of India  said in a BSE fil-
ing.  According to a separate fil-
ing by Centrum Capital, the
parent of Centrum Housing,
the cost of acquisition is about
�160 crore on cash basis.
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Climbing for the second
straight session, the rupee

darted up 21 paise to end at
73.55 against the US dollar on
Thursday amid sustained for-
eign fund inflows and posi-
tive domestic equities.  

A weak greenback over-
seas and expectations of the
UK and EU reaching a Brexit
deal very soon also enthused
participants, traders said.
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� Hidesign’s diary: Hidesign’s in-house
illustrator Shreya Swamy presents quirky
sketches and humorous one liners in a
beautiful, handcrafted soft-suede leather
bound 2021 diary, which is sure a joyful
way to pen down your thoughts. Priced
at �3,395. 

� Diesel: Experiment with these big and
bold watches which are the latest addi-
tion to your wardrobe. Priced at �13,495.

� Six-part shaving system kit: Bombay
Shaving Company has curated a six-part
shaving system kit, designed for a com-
fortable, close and joyous shave. The pack
includes a precision safety razor with mild
and aggressive clamp, feather blades, pre
shave scrub, shaving cream, imitation hair
badger brush, post shave balm, razor
sheath and shave dab. Priced at �3,675.

� Portronics: A prominent leader in the
innovative and portable digital product
market launches Harmonics 300 — the
newest addition to their existing line of
premium wireless headsets in two differ-
ent colours — Blue and Black. Priced at
�2,999.

� MyRun: Even the smallest space can
become a never-ending road with
MyRun; an infinity run, with no noise to
distract you from your goals. Synchronise
it with your tablet to make the most of
your purchase. All thanks to personalised
training programmes, unique workout
experiences and feedback on your run-
ning in real time.

� Christmas capsule collection from
Numero Uno: Numero Uno launched a
new capsule collection for Christmas
which features sweaters and sweatshirts
in colours of green, white and reds. The
Christmas themed red and white stripe
pullover is made of 100 per cent knitted

cotton and can be paired with denims for
an elegant look. Priced starts at �1,599.

� Prada sunglass: The glasses hit the cat-
walk at the Fall/Winter 2020 Prada
Men’s fashion show. The frame’s rigorous
design is revisited with larger volumes
and soft lines. The style stays true to the
fine combinations of acetate layers that
highlight the lens profiles, creating a dis-
tinctive three-dimensional effect.
Available in versions of Black, Matte Black
with Pink, Crystal Amber with White and
Crystal Grey with White. 

� Haircare range by Bare Anatomy:
With high quality ingredients ethically
sourced from all over the world, Bare
Anatomy’s complete range is sure to
impart instant shine and nourishment to
tangled and lifeless locks during winters.
Priced at �1,800 (for a kit of mask, sham-
poo and conditioner).

� Bombay Baking Company: The exquis-
ite and much sought-after patisserie-deli
at the JW Marriott Mumbai Juhu cele-

brates the joy of gifting by offering
patrons customisable Christmas ham-
pers. Enhance your Christmas cheer as
you treat your taste buds to the signa-
ture flavour of the festive spirit with the
assortment of signature Christmas cakes,
desserts and savory goodies handcraft-
ed by our master chefs. The hampers can
be customised and guests can select from
decadent delicacies such as Christmas
plum cake, chocolate walnut fudge,
dundee cake, Christmas pudding, choco-
late santa, handcrafted bonbons,
Christmas cookies, chocolate Yule log,
gingerbread house and more. Priced at
�4,000 plus taxes. 

� Alexa: You can now listen to podcasts
available through Spotify and Apple
Podcasts on their Echo devices.
Customers can enable the podcast
providers by linking their accounts in the
Alexa app. Once enabled, they can start
listening on their device. 

� Time to wine down: The hamper
offers an exciting combination of the
best paired cheeses and wine to add
more delight to every occasion. It is
loaded with a fine selection of Happy
Milk organic cheeses such as mozzarel-
la, chilli, garlic, cheddar and pepper, and
best paired with a bottle of Chianti
Classico. Priced at �6199. 

� Glenfiddich limited edition pack
2020: Glenfiddich introduces the limit-
ed-edition gift pack for 2020 with their
iconic 12-year-old expression.
Embracing change since 1887 is the gen-
esis of the pack design. The idea
emanates from the realisation of change,
which is imperative to welcoming the
unknown, risk taking and addressing the
constant need to forge ahead, an ideal
gifting option for Christmas and New
Year. Price at �6,700 (Mumbai) and
�3,860 (Delhi).

3!4 ��4"��2"	�
� Kiko Milano holiday gems diamond
dust lipstick: Treat yourself to a look guar-
anteed to make you feel holiday ready or
pick from a range of gifts your friends will
be delighted to unwrap and treasure, all
packaged in rich emerald green and gold
packaging inspired by decorations and
ornaments. Price range starts at �2,990. 

� Spread the love by The Body Shop:
Meet this year’s line-up of special edition
festive fragrances: New Winter Jasmine,
Festive Berry and Warm Vanilla. Priced
starts from �725. 

� Athleisure by ASICS: With a nip in the
air, it’s important to keep the love for run-
ning alive while bearing the cold. And,
ASICS has exactly what you need to keep
your running shoes on with their new
winter apparel. 

� Ultra facial cream by Kiehl’s: Celebrate
this holiday season with Kiehl’s best-sell-
ing face cream. With its unique light-
weight texture, it provides lasting 24-hour
hydration for softer, smoother and visi-
bly healthier-looking skin.

� Sparkling edition by Taj Palace, New
Delhi: Sparkling edition hamper includes
Christmas special traditional dundee
cake, traditional plum cake, artisanal
homemade cashew and raisin chocolates,
assorted french macaroons, freshly baked
cookies, Christmas candles, luxury acces-
sories and collectibles. All this is elegant-
ly packed in a handcrafted basket. Guests
can choose from this exquisite assortment
to make their very own customise festive
composition. Priced at �25,000 plus
taxes.

� Christmas trees and plants by Ferns N
Petals: The feeling of festivity is incom-
plete without the well-decorated
Christmas trees that symbolise eternal life

and growth. Gift DIY kit and gemstone
wishing trees along with a range of tra-
ditional real plants such as red and white
poinsettia, Christmas tree, araucaria,
cyprus etc. Price ranges from �449 till
�2,299.

� Elan by Daniel Wellington: The collec-
tion was initially inspired by Daniel
Wellington’s most popular accessories, the
classic bracelet and classic ring. After
some tweaks and modifications, the
selection includes earrings, bracelets,
rings and necklaces, available in rose gold
or silver. This introduces completely
new characteristics to the realm of Daniel
Wellington and is a visual embodiment
of energy, style and enthusiasm. Price:
�4,999 onwards.

� Starbucks tumbler: #CarryTheMerry
from the comfort of your homes with an
array of festive cups, mugs, tumblers and
bottles, inspired by the themes of
Christmas. The cosy and festive holiday
beverages can be enjoyed with the vibrant
holiday merchandise collection.

� The Rug Republic cushions: Give a
touch of colour and charm to your liv-
ing space while providing great function-
ality with our versatile ‘Tigris’ cushion.
Hand woven in cotton then screen print-
ed. Price: �1,500 to �2,500.

� Panasonic’s nanoeTM hairdryer: The
innovative product now arrives in India
catering to the growing grooming-at-
home needs of consumers. Based on nan-
otechnology, the hair dryer uses
nanoeTM to ultrafine water particles that
penetrates into hair cuticles to maintain
the moisture balance of the hair and scalp.
The platinum ions coat the hair surface
and tighten the cuticles to make them UV
rays resilient for healthy and lustrous hair.
Priced at �6,990.
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This year has upended our
lives in unexpected ways.

Bumble’s most recent data reveals
that over 40 per cent of daters in
India share they are no longer
confident that they know how to
date successfully. And 70 per
cent of singles say that they are
not comfortable navigating dat-
ing in 2020, while one in two
claim they are ready to go on a
date in-person. Throughout this
turbulent year, meaningful
online connections reigned
supreme globally, albeit in new
and different ways. In 2020,
we’ve seen an increased need for
social connections since March
when the lockdown and social
distancing restrictions began in
the country, evidenced by the
fact that over 540 million mes-
sages have been sent on the dat-
ing app. 

TRENDING TOPIC
The most popular topic of

conversation in 2020 was ‘work-
ing from home’ as 57 per cent of
daters discussed this as their new
normal.

MAKING THE FIRST MOVE
People are diving right in to

make the first move with their pro-
file prompts. The most popular
prompt used in India this year was:
Beach or mountains... Other top
popular prompts were: Nightclub

or Netflix... After work you can find
me... Favourite quality in a person...

EMOJIS OF CHOICE
An emoji says a thousand

words. The heart wants what it
wants! The most used emoji on
profiles was the classic red heart.
This goes to show that even dur-
ing a pandemic, single people
looked to find meaningful connec-
tions.

WHEN THE STARS ALIGN
Zodiac signs continue to be

a hot topic among the users of
the dating app. So which of the
signs were most likely to find
love this year? It was Leo. They
had the most matches of any star
sign, followed by Scorpio and
Libra.

PHOTO MUST HAVES
The more photos you have,

the more chances you’ll match.
Two in three (63 per cent) of the
users uploaded photos of them
in their everyday lives on their
profiles, while selfies (62 per
cent) took the second spot.

THE ERA OF SLOW DATING
More than ever, people are

feeling a strong desire to build
trust online before taking the
relationship offline, leading to
more virtual communication.
More than 40 per cent of the
users are slowing down the ‘get

to know you phase.’ Women are
now more likely to focus on the
qualities in a partner, ultimate-
ly putting less pressure on them-
selves in dating.

People are having more
quality conversations online,
known as “pre-dates”, averaging
roughly 20 minutes. 

THE RISE OF NEW DAWN
DATERS

One in two, over 46 per cent
of people are likely to be the
“new dawn daters.” The biggest
driver of breakups was the inabil-
ity to see a partner (46.45 per
cent). One in three people (29
per cent) also said that the pan-
demic has precipitated existing
issues.

THE COVID CONVERSA-
TION

The pandemic and our
health and safety concerns have
been a trending topic of conver-

sation for single people every-
where. In this new landscape,
people are learning to navigate
the new rules of dating and are
trying new ways to meet others
virtually.

As we look ahead to 2021,
there’s no doubt the dating land-
scape will continue to evolve.
Here are a few predictions:

�Dating in-person is definitely
not off the table with one in two
people claiming that they are
ready to date in-person.

�People are increasingly open to
virtual dating as  well with one
in five up for using video chats.

�Dating will ramp up in early
2021 as 69 per cent of the users
say that they are planning to use
dating apps just as much as
they do now, if not more through
Valentine’s Day 2021.

Actor R Madhavan says that the
2009 blockbuster 3 Idiots is

and will always be the most impor-
tant film of his life and career for
its relatability and impact on the
viewers, especially students.

The actor turned nostalgic as
the film will complete 11 years of
release date on Christmas Day, and
shared how much he is respected
even today for being a part of the
cast.

“3 Idiots will always be the
most important film of my career
and my life because of the impact
it has with the youth world over.
The film for me is the visiting card
to any industry I go to, they all look
at me with reverence and respect
because of that one film all over the
world, irrespective of whether
they understand Hindi or not. I
don’t think any other film has
touched that level of importance in

my life,” he said.
In the film, Madhavan’s char-

acter aspires to be a wildlife pho-
tographer but studies engineering
owing to his father’s insistence. 

Recalling his character in the
film, the actor shared, “The role of
Farhan Qureshi and the conversa-
tion which he had with his father
is the kind of conversation every
youngster has had with their par-
ents one time or the other. The

character has become completely
synonymous with the struggle of
the younger generation to prove
their individuality and because of
that i’ll always be known as Farhan
from 3 Idiots!”

Directed by Rajkumar Hirani,
the film stars Aamir Khan,
Sharman Joshi, Boman Irani,
Kareena Kapoor Khan, Omi
Vaidya and Mona Singh in key
roles, along with Madhavan.

A�����	��������������
�����
�����8
3�����5�5���	�)����6�
���!����	�	����
�	������������	
���	����)���	7�	��	)�)��������	�)
����	�	*	��	)����)���������
�	�	�
�������	��	���	��		������
������)	
��	����!��)����
������	�!	���	����������	����	�����
���������	

�������� �%��8�9�%�-��:���01;���1&�9��

"-�#2)��5-*�	-;$��
	�
�
!�
	������
	����+�����	��	�������� 	
	����	�������
������� �,�A	��������������
���	������������������
�B�
 ��������������
���,�&�
�B������
������	����������	��������������
����
������ �
������	�����
����
����������



5�5
���#�$%

�&�>>������������������ ����������� !"� # #

:��:20402�1���2���4�%�'�-%
2
� �;"���		�

● A(2)�I� ����,&

● +��'�,�924#%�I�"��,&

● +�24���),��I��� ��,&

● ������������� ��,&

● 0'�,%��924#%�I���,&

● �,,I�!���,&

● �2�%/I�"���,&

● +)��%�I�"���,&

	 
"�

● ���%���724(���#�&'@�4%((�7)��%����#
7�24���),��8

● ##�%,,����#��2�%/�('��(%�7/�('��(%8�

● ��%���##�6(2)���7��'�,�924#%��
��������������,'�,%��924#%����#
&'@��((���%�'�,�%#'%����62����&'�)�%8�

● $)��'��62���%���������%&9%���)�%�26��
#%,�%%�.%(5')��62������2)��8

● $�%��%�����%�23%��������%&9%���)�%
26��"��#%,�%%�5%(�')�8

● .)����%�7'�5)'���'��2������9%8

● +��%���%�7'�5)'���62�����&'�)�%�8

● �%�3%���%�7'�5)'����2�522(�#24��62�
!��&'�)�%�8

● A'�'���7/�#%52���'�,�4'����2/�(
'5'�,8

�
�����"1�=AB�C���������"�)���.�����9����2

%-,<<2���402�1
2
� �;"���		�

● A(2)�I ����,&

● �'(�I�� ��,&

● A�%���/%���I� ��,&

● +)��%�I� ���,&�

● ?),��I����,&�

● �'@��9'5%�I���,&

● ?�(�I���,&

● �'@�6�)'�I�"���,&

● �%&2��J%��

● 0()�%�I� ��,&

● .(��'6'%#�7)��%�I� ���,&�

● ���J'9��I�����,&

	 
"�

● ?2����((���%�6�)'���'���
724(�'���)&�23%��',��8

● �'��2(3%���%�/%������#
&'(��4'�����9'�5��26��),��8

● �'@�6(2)���/%����&'@�)�%
�),����,()�%���&'@��9'5%��
(%&2��J%�����#���(��62�
�%3%��(�&'�)�%�8���%�#2),�
��2)(#�:��7%�3%�/��&22��8�

● ##�7)��%����#�&'@�)��'(
6(2)����#�7)��%��52&9(%�%(/
�2��������%�#2),�
�&22��%��8��%&23%�6�2&
��%�724(���#�(%����%�#2),�
�%���62��!��&'�)�%�8

● ��%�#���%�6�)'���'��2���%
#2),�8��)�����%�#2),��2)�
2��2���,�%��%#��)�6�5%�
#'3'#%�'��'��2����%%�9'%5%��
��#����9%�%�5��9'%5%�'��2
23�(����9%8

● $(�5%�2�%�9'%5%�26
&��J'9���#24����%�(2�,%�
5%���%�26�%�5��23�(���#�62(#
#2),��23%��'��(%�,��4'�%8

● �%�3%���%��29�%#,%�26���%

#2),��-)�����/�26���%�72��2&
%#,%8���%��9�%�����%��29
%#,%��2��%�(�'���2���%�#2),�
7%(248

● $(�5%���%�7�%�#�2���
7��'�,���%%���523%����%&���#
(%����%&��'�%�)��'(�9)66/8

● +��%���%���2((%��62��!���2
!��&'�)�%���)��'(�,2(#%�
7�24��'��9�%�%��%#�23%����
 ���#%,�%%�.%(�')�8

● �%&23%���%���2((%��6�2&
��%�23%����#�7�)�����%&
4'���&%(�%#�7)��%����#�#)��
4'���'5'�,��),��8

● �����6%��2������5���2�522(
52&9(%�%(/8����9��'��',�����#
��2�%�'��5�'((%�8��

�
�����"1�!���=�������(����

�
�����
��)
���.� ���2�

� � � � � � �
�'<<21��3��2��=��%
%��:0��
2
� �;"���		�
● ?(24�522�%#��%#�4'�%I�����&(�
● ��2(%��9'5%�I����&(
● ��'9(%�?%5I�!��&(
● .2,��5
?9'5%#��)&I�!��&(
����,%�9%%(�
 8���������

● �%�/#���%#�����,%
5�'9
.'���&2����'5����#�?������'�%

	 
"�
● ?(24�72'(�4'�%��(2�,�4'�����'9(%
�%5���9'5%#��)&�2��52,��5���#��((
4�2(%��9'5%�%@5%9��7�/�(%�68
�
�����"1�!���=�������(������
�����
�
)
���.� ���2�

�022(8���,$$22
2
� �;"���		�
● ?&'��266�%�9�%��2
32#��I�"��&(
● �'&%�-)'5%I����&(�
● .2�%I�����&(�
 8���������
● ����,%���#�('&%
�%#,%

	 
"�
● A'((�����((�,(����4'���'5%
5)7%�8
● ##�?&'��266�%�9�%��2
32#����2���%�,(������#
��'�8
●  �29�)9�4'���52(����#
,���'��8
�
�����"1� ���
�#���2�

The celebration of Christmas and the
Gregorian New Year is a more recent
phenomenon in India and are a

British legacy. Obviously, the more recent
globalisation of our world, the mass media
and a much more interconnected world have
also played a major role in promoting these
two events.

In most Western Christian cultures, the
Christmas meal consists of two meals — the
dinner of the December 24 evening and the
lunch of December 25. Both these meals are
traditionally enjoyed in the intimacy of pri-
vate homes and great care and attention is
given to their preparation which can, in
some cases, take several days. This includes
the selection of the menu, purchasing of the
ingredients, the actual cooking, setting a fes-
tive table and serving the food.

On Christmas Eve, the meal is followed
by attendance at the midnight mass and chil-
dren cannot wait to go to bed in order to
allow time for Santa Claus to bring the pre-
sents…

As to the type of food served during
Christmas, it is always associated with tra-
ditions. Since you come together in family,
naturally you look for the tastes and
flavours of your childhood, a time when the
magic and mysteries of the gifts appearing
under the Christmas tree still marvelled you.
In most cases there is little appetite for
change and innovation. On the contrary, one
looks for “old” grandmother recipes hidden
in some notebook in the attic or carefully
kept in the memory box or the library.

In the Northern Hemisphere, Christmas
falls in the wintertime and understandably
the weather dictates to a large extent the type
of foods which are served during the cele-
brations. It is not uncommon that the
Christmas menus are copious, not highly
recommended for calory-conscious individ-
uals or alternatively calling for serious
workout and restraint after the celebrations.

In more recent times, with greater pro-
fessional mobility and the reduction of the
size of families it has become more difficult
for the extended families to come together
for the celebrations and there is an increas-
ing trend to celebrate the two Christmas
meals outside one’s home in restaurants
where you meet with friends. Though still
largely a “traditional” meal, nevertheless
more innovations are happening in these
“out of home” settings.

In European countries, a large variety
of meals are served for Christmas. Often,
they express not only food but also contain
a symbolism. For instance, in Bulgaria, the
Christmas meal may consist of seven, nine
or 12 courses which represent the seven days
of the week, nine months of pregnancy or
the 12 months of the year. In South of
France, 13 desserts are served which repre-
sent the 12 apostles and the Christ. In
Hungary, it is not only the food which is fes-
tive but also the tablecloth which is of great
significance.

In several countries, there are products
specially made for the Christmas and New
Year celebrations.  In Germany and Austria
hot wine is an integral part of the Christmas
landscape. In Italy, the delicious Panettone
and Pandoro announce the arrival of the fes-
tive season. In France, the Bûches (Yule
Logs) and the incomparable Galette des Rois
are deeply associated with the celebrations.
And obviously, Christmas Pudding, Plum
Cake and the Christmas Biscuits are very
popular in English speaking countries.

In my home country France too, there
are varieties in terms of Christmas foods,
depending on the region where you come

from. In some regions fish is the centrepiece
of the menu whereas in others meat is what
we call the “plat de resistance” or the main
dish. There are though, some elements
which are common to all regions such as
seafood, particularly oysters and foie gras
which belong on the table of all those who
can afford it. And naturally, one of the all-
time favourites all over is the roasted
turkey with the secrets of the stuffing which
are transmitted from generation to gener-
ation.

With changing eating habits, some fun-
damentally revolutionary such as veganism,
many of the traditional Christmas foods are
put in question — even though for a small
but growing minority — though new lasting
creations have yet to emerge. 

In India, we observe a microcosm
where the different Christmas traditions and
foods, mainly originating from Europe find
their expression. The increasing commercial-
isation of the festivities is reinforcing and
accelerating this process. Households with
affinity to one or the other European coun-
try find inspiration in their Christmas food
menus as do restaurants which are specialised
in serving European or American foods.

Like all other aspects of life, Christmas
2020 and New Year 2021 have been and will
be affected by the COVID crisis. This year,
the size of family gatherings will be drasti-
cally reduced, restaurants will see the num-
ber of dine-ins restrained, home delivery of
Christmas meals will play a significant role
and we will all have more time to revisit that
recipe book handed over from our grand-
mother and try our hands on one of its
Christmas secrets.

(The writer Kazem Samandari is
Executive Chairman, L’Opéra.)

As contactless food became the
norm in the pandemic-hit year,

online delivery platform Swiggy on
Tuesday said that some form of
biryani was ordered more than
once every second while home
cooked food was one of the most
ferried items in 2020.

The chicken biryani reaffirmed

its place as India’s favourite dish. For
every veg biryani, there were six
chicken biryani orders. Over three
lakh new users made their Swiggy
debut by ordering in a chicken
biryani, according to the data from
fifth edition of Swingy’s annual
‘StatEATstics’ analysis.

“While we delivered five times

as many orders to ‘Home’ addresses com-
pared to ‘Work’ addresses between January
and March, that number rose to nine times
as many home orders versus work orders in
April and May,” the report mentioned.

Missing office cappuccinos and masala
chais while working from home, lakhs of
hardworking Swiggy users ordered varieties
of tea and coffee. Swiggy also delivered over
two lakh pani puri orders post lockdown.

The company launched ‘Swiggy
HealthHub’ in August, a curation of healthy
food items. While users in the National
Capital Region (NCR) ordered the health-
iest meals, Bangaloreans showed a high
resolve to get healthy. At 130 per cent, the
city saw the highest increase in healthy food

orders on Swiggy HealthHub.
People ate an average of 342 calories for

dinner. Lunches ranged at under 350 calo-
ries, while breakfast, the day’s most impor-
tant meal, saw people consume an average
of 427 calories.

Swiggy Instamart, its instant grocery
and essentials delivery service, delivered over
75,000 kgs of onion. “Our shortest delivery
request came in from someone in Bengaluru
and spanned a 600 metres to collect an
empty water can from their home and
exchange it for a full one at the store.
Meanwhile, our longest delivery spanned 39
kms in Kolkata and involved the delivery of
a SIM card,” Swiggy informed.
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PSG SACK HEAD COACH THOMAS TUCHEL
Paris: $?0���3%�6'�%#���%'��52�5����2&����)5�%(�4'��
62�&%��?9)���72�����)�'5'2�$25�%��'�2�('�%#�)9�����'�
�%9(�5%&%���� �552�#'�,� �2� 3��'2)�� &%#'�� �%92���� 2�
��)��#�/8��24%3%�� ��%�A�%�5��5��&9'2���#%5('�%#� �2
&��%� ��/� �2� 52�6'�&� ��%� �%92���� 5���'%#� 7/� � �!"�#�
�%4�9�9%����#�$	% ��#�0%�&�����7(2'#�&���

NEW HOCKEY STADIUM IN ROURKELA
Bhubaneswar: �#'����.�'%6��'�'��%����3%%��$����'�
2����)��#�/����2)�5%#���������%4�42�(#15(�����25�%/
���#')&�42)(#� 7%� 52����)5�%#� '���2)��%(�� ��� 9���� 26
9�%9����'2���62����%� � !��25�%/��2�(#�.)9�4�'5��4'((
7%��2��%#�7/���%�����%8���%�9�292�%#����#')&�42)(#�7%
��%� (��,%��� �25�%/� ���#')&� '�� 	�#'�� 4'��� �� �%��'�,
5�9�5'�/�62�� ������9%29(%8�

BFI OFFICE-BEARERS GRANTED EXTENSION
New Delhi: ��%� +2@'�,� A%#%���'2�� 26� 	�#'�� <+A	=� 2�
��)��#�/� ,�3%� �� ���%%1&2���� %@�%��'2�� �2� '��� 266'5%1
7%��%�����#��%�2(3%#��2�52�#)5��%(%5�'2���7/�A%7�)��/
�6�%����%�9�25%�����#��2�7%�9)��2���2(#���'��/%���#)%��2
��%�.23'#1���9��#%&'58

BHUVNESHWAR OUT FOR 6 MONTHS
New Delhi: 	�#'�� 9�5%� 724(%�� +�)3�%��4��� �)&���
4�2� ���� 7%%�� 2)�� 26� �5�'2�� �6�%�� '�-)�'�,� �'�� ��',�
&)�5(%�#)�'�,����	$��,�&%��4'((��%&�'��2)��26��5�'2���'((
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!�1/%��12(#�724(%���4�2�'���%5)9%���'�,����+��,�(2�%C�
�.��4'((�52&9(%�%��'���%��7��%@��&2���8

MANCHESTER DERBY IN LEAGUE CUP SEMIS
London: ���5�%��%�� *�'�%#� 4'((� 6�5%� 7'��%�� �'3�(�
���5�%��%��.'�/� '����%��%�,)%�.)9��%&'16'��(���6�%���
#��&��'5� 1��4'������3%��2���4�'(%�?9)���-2'�%#���%&�'�
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The BCCI’s governing body
on Thursday ratified the

entry of two new franchises in
the IPL to make it a 10-team
affair from 2022 and also
decided to back the ICC’s push
for cricket’s inclusion in the
2028 Olympics, during its
Annual General Meeting
(AGM) here.

“Two new teams will be
introduced in the 2022 IPL,” a
Board source said.

It is learnt that time at hand
is too short for even a nine-
team IPL next year as an elab-
orate tender-floating process,
increase of matches and ensur-
ing that all foreign player’
international calenders are

adjusted, would be prove to be
a herculean task.

In another major develop-
ment, the Board, in principle,
decided to back the ICC’s bid
for inclusion of cricket, in the
T20 format, in the 2028 Los
Angeles Olympics “after getting
some clarifications from the
International Olympic
Committee”.

Also, it was decided that all
first-class players, both men
and women, will be suitably
compensated for the curtailed
domestic season due to the
Covid-19 pandemic.

The BCCI plans to get the
domestic season underway,
after several months’ delay, in
January with the Syed Mushtaq
Ali T20 championship.
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Australia chief coach Justin
Langer can empathise with

the Indian team after the 36-run
shocker it endured in Adelaide
but he is also “glad” that the vis-
itors are “stressed” during the
Christmas weekend ahead of the
second Test on December 26.

Having won the first Test
within two and half days by dis-
missing India for their lowest
Test score of 36, Langer said his
team would look to drive home
the advantage in the absence of
Virat Kohli by putting relentless
pressure on new skipper Ajinkya
Rahane.

What would he have done
had he been in India coach Ravi
Shastri’s shoes?

“None of my business. I
have had enough with stresses
....I empathise with the opposi-
tion and I know what it feels like.
If India are feeling any stress, I
am glad they are and not us over
the Christmas weekend,” Langer
said during a virtual media
conference.

He did admit that the
absence of Kohli (paternity
leave) and Mohammed Shami
(wrist fracture) would be an
advantage for his team but the
focus firmly remains on its own
planning.

“Of course, whatever sport
you play, if you take out two of
your stars, Virat Kohli is an all-
time great player I think and
Shami is a real glue for the team
because he is so miserly and skil-
ful. It surely gives us some
advantage,” he said.

“We need to start strongly
on the first day and build pres-
sure on Rahane as he is the new
captain of India for this series.
So the processes don’t change.
Whenever you take out best
players of any cricket team, it
weakens them and that’s the
reality,” he said.

While David Warner is out
of the second Test, Langer could-
n’t say with finality whether the
dashing opener will be available
for the third Test in Sydney.

“I am very hopeful. ....As I
said for the last three weeks or
so, he will be doing everything
possible to get back out onto the
ground, so fingers crossed,” he
said.

But he does have trouble
running?

“He is starting (to get) a bit
of trouble running at full speed,
when he gets that back and feels
confident with it, of course he
will come back into our team, so
we will just monitor him regu-
larly and fingers crossed that he
will be back,” Langer said. 

Tim Paine’s batting has been
a topic of discussion as the
Australians judge every keeper-

batsman through the Adam
Gilchrist prism but the coach has
enormous faith in his skipper’s
abilities and the leadership qual-
ities he has shown in the past
two years.

“You think about Adam
Gilchrist, I guess, who trans-
formed the game in a sense, and
that is why Adam Gilchrist is an
all-time great player because he
transformed the game. I have got
enormous faith in Tim Paine,”

Langer said.
“...Whether it’s his wicket-

keeping, his captaincy, his bat-
ting, I have said publicly and pri-
vately for almost the last year, he
is our most important player,
because he is a lead wicket-keep-
er, his leadership on and off the
field is incredible,” he said.

“....We saw he can play,
how well he batted in first
innings under pressure in
Adelaide, probably changed
the game actually with the run-
out of Virat Kohli, so he is a
great player, great leader and I
literally love having him in our
team,” he said. 

Kohli, Shami absence advantage for Oz: Langer
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Cricket Australia on
Thursday said Melbourne

has been placed on standby to
host the third Test between
India and Australia if Sydney’s
Covid-19 situation renders it
“untenable” despite efforts being
made to continue with the orig-
inal schedule.

The fate of the third Test has
been shrouded in uncertainty

since earlier this month after a
fresh Covid-19 outbreak in the
northern beaches in Sydney,
which is scheduled to host the
third Test from January 7.

“CA has reaffirmed its com-
mitment to giving it the best
chance to play the third
Vodafone Test at the Sydney
Cricket Ground and the fourth
Vodafone Test at the Gabba as
per the original schedule,” CA
said in a statement.

“Should the public health
situation in NSW render play-
ing in Sydney untenable, CA’s
preferred contingency plan is to
work with the Victorian
Government to play the third
Vodafone Test at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground followed by the
fourth Vodafone Test at the
Gabba,” it added.

A final decision on the
third Test venue would be made
during the Boxing Day Test.
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Australia chief coach Justin
Langer on Thursday said

the home team will be
unchanged for the second Test
against India beginning on
Saturday unless there is any
unexpected event in the next
two days.

Langer said he’d have to be
“pretty courageous” to make any
changes to a side that dished out
such a dominating perfor-
mance.

“I’d be a pretty courageous
man to change the XI for this
Test match after the last one,”
Langer said during a virtual
media conference.

“At this stage, unless some-
thing happens over the next few
days — and things can happen
in the world we live in — we’ll
go in with the same XI, I’d say.”
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India’s batting mainstay Ajinkya
Rahane’s calm and composed

demeanour shouldn’t be mistaken for
him being weak and he will be as
aggressive as Virat Kohli, now on
paternity leave, as the Mumbai batsman
steps in as a stand-in captain in the
remainder of the ongoing four-Test
series against Australia, says Sachin
Tendulkar.

Rahane has captained India twice
in Tests and has a 100 per cent win
record, with one of those wins coming
against Australia in 2017. 

“Ajinkya has led India earlier also,
and his calmness doesn’t mean he is not
aggressive. Each person has his way of
showing aggression. Someone who
doesn’t show aggression doesn’t mean
he’s not aggressive. (Cheteshwar) Pujara,
for example, is very calm and com-
posed; his body language is into the
game, focussed. But that doesn’t mean
that Pujara is trying any less than any-
one else,” Tendulkar said.

Tendulkar pointed out that Rahane’s
strategy as captain may be different
from Kohli’s but he and his team
would have a common goal, i.e. to win
matches.

“Each person has his own way of
reacting and responding to situations,
but I can assure you everyone’s destina-
tion is one; they’ve different routes to
get there — and that is how they can

make India win. So, Ajinkya’s would be
a different style, different strategies. That
is up to the team management — how
they plan, how the pitch plays, and what
our batting and bowling line-ups would
be,” he said.

“All those things come into play.
They will do everything to try and win.
Absence of seniors does affect the bal-
ance of a team, but that gives opportu-
nities to someone else. Overall, it is
about Team India and not about indi-
viduals. Individuals can get injured and
be ruled out of the series, but Team
India will always be there,” added
Tendulkar.
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Former India pacer Chetan
Sharma was on Thursday

appointed chairman of the
senior national selection panel
by the BCCI’s Cricket
Advisory Committee (CAC),
which also picked Abbey
Kuruvilla and Debashis
Mohanty in the five-member
team.

The new panel was
formed on the sidelines of the
BCCI’s 89th Annual General

Meeting (AGM).
The selection panel also

has former India players Sunil
Joshi and Harvinder Singh.

Sharma is a former play-
er who represented India in 23
Tests and 65 ODIs during an
11-year-old international
career, the highlight of which
was his hat-trick in the 1987
World Cup.

As per the BCCI constitu-
tion, the candidate with the
most Test caps becomes the
chief selector. 
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