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Caught off guard after six
people tested positive for

the super-infectious UK strain
of the coronavirus on Tuesday,
the Government has now
decided to conduct genome
sequencing on all internation-
al passengers who were symp-
tomatic and tested positive for
coronavirus in the last 14 days.

The Union Health
Ministry has already decided to
conduct genome sequencing
on 5 per cent of the total
Covid positive cases detected
daily to check for new variants.

Experts feel that the
response is too late as it will not
be an easy task to trace the
33,000 flyers from the UK who
had returned to India during
the last one month.

“Many of them must have
come into contact with their
relatives and others. The con-
tact tracing is going to be a dif-
ficult task,” they said amid
reports that many UK
returnees in India have either
switched off their phone num-
bers or are not available at their
residences.

However, the Government
assured that the vaccines under
development would also work
against the mutated pathogen
first reported in the UK.

“No need to worry about
vaccines. Vaccines will work
against the variants detected in
the UK and South Africa.
There is no evidence that cur-
rent vaccines will fail to protect

against the new mutant strains,”
said Principal Scientific Adviser
K VijayRaghavan at a presser
here.

At the same time, he said,
there is a need to reduce trans-
mission through physical dis-
tancing, follow all public health
measures scrupulously, wear
masks, follow hand-washing,
Covid appropriate behaviour,
infection control, amplify test,
track, isolate efforts.”

The Ministry has so far
carried out genome testing of
144 positive Covid samples of
which six have been found to
be carrying the new variant
reported in the UK.

Three samples in
NIMHANS of Bengaluru, 2 in
CCMB, Hyderabad and 1 in
NIV, Pune have been detected
out of all the 144 samples test-
ed.

The new variant of the
coronavirus SARS-CoV-2 that
causes Covid-19 is believed to
be 71 per cent more transmit-
table than the other variants,
the Hyderabad-based Centre
for Cellular and Molecular
Biology (CCMB) said on
Tuesday when India confirmed
six cases of the new strain.

The leading research insti-
tute has underlined the impor-
tance to launch an extensive
genome surveillance of the
virus to assess the extent of the
spread of the new virus.

“We should also keep an
eye on other variants that
might emerge independently,
as India houses the second
largest population infected with
this virus, at present,” CCMB
Director Dr Rakesh Mishra
said as per a news agency.

The presence of the new

UK variant of the coronavirus
has already been reported by
Denmark, the Netherlands,
Australia, Italy, Sweden, France,
Spain, Switzerland, Germany,
Canada, Japan, Lebanon and
Singapore so far.

“The Government was well
aware of the mutated virus
doing the rounds in several
countries. It should have start-
ed genome testing of the flyers
returning from these mutated
affected countries as was being

done by other nations. But the
Government was either apa-
thetic or negligent towards this
important measures which it
has now decided,” said a doc-
tor from a Government hospi-
tal who refused to be named.

The Government said that
all the persons with the new
variant have been kept in sin-
gle room isolation in designat-
ed healthcare facilities by
respective State Governments.

Continued on Page 2
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The temporary suspension of
India-UK flights is likely to

be extended beyond December
31. Union Civil Aviation
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri
on Tuesday said he expected a
slight extension of temporary
suspension of passenger flights
between India and the UK
where a new variant of coron-
avirus has been detected.

“I foresee a slight extension
of temporary suspension of
India-UK flights. In the next
day or two, we will find out if
any additional steps need to be
taken, or when we can start eas-
ing the current temporary sus-
pension,” Puri said while
addressing a Press conference.

India had last week sus-
pended passenger flights to
and from the UK between
December 23 and 31, after a
growing list of countries like
Canada, Germany, France,
Netherlands, Belgium,
Denmark and Italy did the
same due to a more infectious
coronavirus variant there. The
presence of the new UK vari-
ant has already been reported
by Denmark, the Netherlands,
Australia, Italy, Sweden, and
other countries.

India, UK have 67 weekly
flights operated by four airlines
— Air India, Vistara, British
Airways and Virgin Atlantic.
Almost 2,000-2,500 passen-
gers fly in daily on these flights.

Continued on Page 2
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Afew hours ahead of the
talks between farmers and

Government scheduled for
Wednesday, protesting farm
unions on Tuesday wrote to the
Centre, saying the discussion
will only be on the modalities
of repealing the three legisla-
tions, giving a legal guarantee
on the MSP, and on two other
issues they proposed earlier this
week for a resumption of the
dialogue.

The Government has invit-
ed the protesting farmers for
the sixth round of talks on
Wednesday.

In its letter on Tuesday, the
Samyukt Kisan Morcha, which
represents 40 farm unions, said
the modalities for repealing the
three contentious laws and a
legal guarantee on the mini-
mum support price (MSP)
must be part of the agenda for
the talks.

The Morcha further said
the agenda of the meeting
should also include amend-
ments to be made and notified
in the Commission for the Air
Quality Management in
National Capital Region and
Adjoining Areas Ordinance,
2020 to exclude farmers from
its penal provisions.

Through the letter, the
Morcha also formally accepted
the Government’s invitation
for the dialogue.

The letter also stated that
withdrawal of the Electricity
Amendment Bill 2020 to pro-
tect the interests of farmers
should also be part of the
agenda for the dialogue.

The farmers had also writ-
ten to the Government on
December 26 listing the agen-
da for talks.

In the letter, the Morcha
said that in its December 26
communication to the
Government, it had mentioned
“changes” by mistakes instead
of “withdrawal” of the
Electricity Amendment Bill.

Meanwhile, also on
Tuesday the unions deferred to

Thursday their proposed trac-
tor march against the con-
tentious agriculture laws, so
that the rally does not clash
with their talks with the
Government.

Thousands of protesting
farmers, mostly from Punjab
and Haryana, have been camp-
ing at three Delhi border points
— Singhu, Ghazipur and Tikri
— for the past 31 days,
demanding a repeal of three
farm laws and legal guarantee
for minimum support price.

On Monday, farmer lead-
ers agreed to the government
proposal for holding the next
round of talks on the new
agricultural laws on December
30, but remained firm on their
agenda of scrapping the laws.

Continued on Page 2
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The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) will

now provide localised weather
forecasts, issue warnings for
adverse weather conditions for
traffic movement on highways,
agriculture, and defence per-
sonnel, from its meteorological
centre, Leh in Ladakh, having
extreme wide-ranging climate
and topography.

The centre was virtually
inaugurated by Minister for
Earth Sciences (MoES) Dr
Harsh Vardhan. After Itanagar
in Arunachal Pradesh, the Leh
centre is the second meteoro-
logical centre located in the
Himalayas.

This will also help the
defence personnel which have
been guarding the frontiers of
the entire Ladakh region assid-
uously for the last 70 years, to
get better prepared to cope with
adverse weather conditions
amid China standoff at the Line
of Control on western sector.

Located at 3,500 metres
above sea level in Leh, it will be
the highest meteorological cen-

tre in India. It will forecast the
weather conditions such as
cloud bursts, flash floods,
glacial lake outbursts (GLOFs),
avalanche, pressure, humidity,
temperature, snowfall of the
Ladakh region.  

“Ladakh remains vulner-
able to erratic weather and
changing climate that have
adverse effects on the lives of
the locals. The region is unique
in terms of weather, climate,
culture, topography with
extreme temperatures, ranging
from minus 40 degrees Celsius
in Drass to scanty average pre-
cipitation of 10 centimetres
annually, which makes the
region a distinct cold desert. In
addition, the UT is a geostrate-
gic location from the security

point of view. All of these
together, the Government of
India decided to establish an
MC in Leh,” said Dr Harsh
Vardhan.

Ladakh experiences vari-
ous kinds of extreme weather
events like cloud bursts, flash
floods, glacial lake outbursts,
avalanches and drought.

The meteorological centre
will provide short-range (three
days,) medium range (12 days)
and long-range (one month)
forecast for the two districts —
Leh and Kargil — of the Union
Territory. Besides, it will also
provide some important ser-
vices are highway forecast,
forecast for mountaineering,
trekking, agriculture, flash
flood warning, information on
gusty winds and low and high
temperatures.

According to the IMD, the
decision to establish an mete-
orological centre in Ladakh was
taken following the Union
Government’s decision to abro-
gate Article 370 in August
2019, whereby the Ladakh UT
was constituted. 

Continued on Page 2

Lucknow: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday hit
out at previous Governments
for delaying the Dedicated
Freight Corridor project and
ignoring modernisation of rail-
ways, and said his Government
engaged with stakeholders to
speed up works and carried out
reforms at all levels.

Inaugurating the New
Bhaupur-New Khurja section
of the Eastern Dedicated
Freight Corridor (EDFC) via
video conferencing, Modi said
the “vibration” and “roar” of
Bharat and “Aatmanirbhar
Bharat” were clearly heard as
the first freight train ran on the
Khurja-Bhaupur freight corri-
dor.

Attacking previous
Government, the Prime
Minister said the project was
given permission in 2006 but it
was only on paper as the then
Government lacked the seri-
ousness and urgency with
which it had to take it up with
the states.

Till 2014 not a single km
track of the project was laid and
the funds sanctioned could
not be spent properly. PTI

Detailed report on P5
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The Centre on Tuesday said
it has proposed to make

airbag mandatory for the pas-
senger in the front seat of a
vehicle. The step is aimed at
improving passenger safety in
case of accidents. 

The Road Transport
Ministry has issued a draft
notification. The proposed
timelines for the implementa-
tion of the move is April 1,
2021, for new models and June
1, 2021, for existing models.

“In a significant measure to
boost passenger safety, the
Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways (MoRTH) pro-
poses to make it mandatory
that an airbag be provided for
the passenger seated on the
front seat of a vehicle, next to
the driver,” the Ministry said in
a statement.  

The addition of a dual
front airbags would spell an
increase of roughly between
�10,000 to �20,000 in the prices
of entry-level versions of the car
models.

The MoRTH has planned
to implement this norm for all

new models of cars which are
manufactured from April 1,
2021, onwards. For the existing
units, the date for complying
with the new rule is proposed
to be June 1, 2021.

Previously, the
Government had made having
an airbag mandatory for the
driver’s seat in all cars which
came into effect from July 1,
2019.

“Comments/ suggestions
are solicited from all stake-
holders within a month time,”
the draft notification by the
MoRTH said.

The draft notification fur-
ther reads, “Vehicles manufac-
tured on and after 1st Day of

April 2021, in the case of new
models, and 1st day of June
2021, in the case of existing
models, shall be fitted with
airbag for the person occupy-
ing the front seat, other than
the driver. The requirement for
such airbag shall be as per AIS
145...under the Bureau of
Indian Standards act, 2016.”

“As of now, only the driver’s
seat airbag is mandatory for all
cars. However, this leaves the
passenger in the front seat
completely vulnerable to severe
injury or even death in case of
accidents as they are not pro-
tected by the airbag,” said a
senior MoRTH official.

Continued on Page 2
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Poet Laureate Rabindranath
Tagore’s Shantiniketan

(abode of peace) once again
turned into a political theatre
less than 10 days after the
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah held a massive parade at
Bolpur in Birbhum district.

Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Tuesday
led an equally impressive road-
show attacking Shah and the
BJP for importing “fake politics
and hate politics” in the State.

Calling upon the people to
“oust the Bargis (Maratha
invaders of 18th century were
called thus in Bengal) who have
come here to generate fake pol-
itics, spread hatred and spark
riots,” Mamata said, adding,
“they have not only smeared
the Viswa Bharati campus
which was scarcely politicised
in the past but they have also
not spared even a Nobel laure-
ate and a son of the soil like

Amartya Sen.”
A time has come when the

people of Bengal were tasked
with a duty to “oust the Bargis
who are soiling our culture and
spoiling our lives by splurging
money in order to buy not only
the people’s representatives but
also the voters,” Mamata said.

She asked the people to
accept the cash offered but not
vote for their symbol (lotus) as
they are masters of fake and
hate politics whose duty is only
to spread hatred and ignite
riots. 

Referring to Shah’s rally
Mamata said, “There are some
parties that organise roadshows
where you will find more ban-
ners and flags than the people.”

“Hours after the Chief
Minister’s roadshow TMC
strongman and district party
president Anubrata Mondal
said at least three lakh people
had gathered at the Bolpur
rally.”

Continued on Page 2
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Actor Rajinikanth, who had
declared early this month

that he would announce the
details of his political party on
the New Year eve, made a
quick volte-face on Tuesday by
announcing through social
media that he was not launch-
ing any political outfit.

This means that Tamil
Nadu may have to wait for long
to see an effective and viable
third front to take on the DMK
and the AIADMK, the tradi-
tional rivals of the State politics
for the last 35 years. The State’s
thirst to see the emergence of
a charismatic leader too
remains unquenched.

“With a heavy heart, I
announce this: Due to health
reasons I am not able to enter
politics by launching a politi-
cal party. Only I know the pain
with which I make this
announcement,” Rajinikanth

said in the statement.
“I will continue to serve

people without coming to elec-
toral politics. I will never hes-
itate to speak the truth. I appeal
to all my fans and people of
Tamil Nadu to accept my deci-
sion. Rajini Makkal Mandram
will continue to function,” the
actor said.

He stated that it would not
be fair to campaign through
social media. If I develop health
complications during my cam-
paign, it would severely affect
those who accompany me in
politics, he said. 

Continued on Page 2
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Pierre Cardin, the French
designer whose famous

name embossed everything
from wristwatches to bedsheets
after his iconic Space Age styles
shot him into the fashion
stratosphere in the 1960s, has
died, the French Academy of
Fine Arts said on Tuesday. He
was 98.

A licensing maverick,
Cardin’s name went on thou-
sands of products and in the
brands heyday in the 1970s and
80s, while goods bearing his
fancy cursive signature were
sold at some 100,000 outlets
worldwide.

That number dwindled
dramatically in later years, as
his products were increasing-
ly regarded as cheaply made
and his clothing — which,
decades later, remained virtu-
ally unchanged from its 60s-era
styles — felt laughably dated.

Continued on Page 2
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Delhi recorded a minimum
temperature of 3.6 degrees

Celsius on Tuesday and is like-
ly to witness severe cold wave
on the New Year eve. From
December 30 to January 1st,
Delhi will witness cold wave as
the minimum temperature will
fluctuate between three degree
Celsius and four degree Celsius,
the weatherman says.

The National Capital will
witness light rain on January
4th,2021.

According to Indian
Meteorological Department (

IMD ), the cold wave condi-
tions in Delhi will persist for
next two days. “From January
1, the temperature will rise in
the national capital,” Kuldeep
Srivastava, Regional Head said.

According to MeT offi-
cial, cold wave to severe cold
wave conditions are likely in
Delhi and northern region
during December 28 to 30 and
cold wave conditions are like-
ly in pocket over north India on
December 31 and January 1

Delhi will witness dense to
very dense fog with visibility
under 50 meters is likely in
north India on December 30
and New year’ eve, as MeT said

in its bulletin. 
Meanwhile, on Tuesday,

the minimum temperature was
four degree Celsius and maxi-

mum temperature was 18
degree Celsius.
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The Delhi Chief Minister,
Arvind Kejriwal on

Tuesday reassured city's resi-
dents by asserting that nation-
al Capital is prepared to deal
with the new mutant strain of
the novel coronavirus.

In a response to a question
on preparedness for the new
strain of Covid-19 that first
emerged in the UK a few days
ago, the chief minister said that
Delhi has witnessed three
waves of coronavirus and the

third wave was an intense one
when cases went up to 8,500
(fresh cases reported daily)
but we managed to control it.

“We are fully prepared to
deal with it,” said Kejriwal.  

Delhi recorded 564 fresh
coronavirus cases, the lowest in
seven months (on May 26, 412
fresh cases were reported), and
21 more fatalities due to the
disease on Monday, even as the
positivity rate stood at 0.98 per
cent, according to the Health
Department's data.

The city's caseload mount-
ed to 6,23,415 and the death toll
due to the coronavirus infec-
tion rose to 10,474, the author-
ities said, adding that over
57,463 Covid-19 tests were
conducted on Sunday.
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From Page 1
“Their close contacts have

also been put under quarantine.
Comprehensive contact tracing
has been initiated for co-trav-
ellers, family contacts, and oth-
ers. Genome sequencing on
other specimens is going on.
The situation is under 
careful watch and regular
advice is being provided to the
States for enhanced surveil-
lance, containment, testing &
dispatch of samples to
INSACOG labs,” said a
Government official.

The Health Ministry has
established the Indian SARS-

CoV-2 Genomics Consortium
(INSACOG) for laboratory and
epidemiological surveillance
and to expand the whole
genome sequencing of the
coronavirus in the country,
aiding in the understanding of
how the virus spreads and
evolves.

The Government last week
put temporary suspension of all
flights coming from the UK
with effect from the midnight
of December 23 till 
December 31 and mandatory
testing of all UK returnee air
passengers through 
RT-PCR test.

From Page 1
In a veiled reference to

Shah who has on several occa-
sion dined at common people’s
residences during his recent
visits to Bengal, the Chief
Minister said, “Some outsiders
are frequently appearing at the
people’s durbar here in quest of
votes just before the elections.”

While such weekly appear-
ances are punctuated by “five-
star feasts they are making a
false show of breaking bread
with the tribal people at their
houses,” Mamata said, adding
“no one has this right to insult
the adivasi brothers and sisters
and the poor people of Bengal.”

In a circuitous reference to
her once close aide, senior
party leader and former
Minister Suvendu Adhikari’s
switching sides to the BJP the
Chief Minister said, “There
are some rotten MLAs who are
going to that party but just by
buying a few rejected MLAs
don’t think you can buy the
Trinamool Congress.”

Incidentally, Adhikari on
Tuesday held a mega rally at
Nandigram his home turf from
where he is known to have
spearheaded the land move-
ment for Mamata Banerjee in
2007 ultimately bringing down
the Left Front Government in
2011.  Referring to Shah’s
promise of converting Bengal
into a Sonar Bangla the Chief
Minister said, “Who are these
outsiders to do so … Sonar
Bangla had already been visu-
alised by Rabindranath Tagore
… these people are trying to
take the credit for that too.”

“Those who don’t respect
Tagore, Netaji and even
Mahatma Gandhi are talking of
building ‘Sonar Bangla’. But
Bengal is already golden and
Rabindranath Tagore has
already written that in his song
(which is now the national
anthem of Bangladesh). Our
duty is to protect that legacy
from the communal politics of
the BJP,” she said.

Attacking the saffron lead-
ership for “smearing the Viswa
Bharati-Shantiniketan campus
with dirty politics”, she said
even the authorities like the
Central university’s vice chan-
cellors were acting like BJP rub-
ber stamp. “This great univer-
sity was never communally
charged before … this is a
shame for us,” she said.

From Page 1
“I need to meet thousands

of people during the campaign
and through public meetings.
Even now I am taking
immunosuppressant medi-
cines. If I develop health com-
plications during my cam-
paign, it would severely affect
those who accompany me in
politics and they have to face
many problems politically and
mentally,” said Rajinikanth.

His announcement damp-
ened the spirit of his fans and
followers alike who were anx-
iously waiting to see the King
of Styles in action in the polit-
ical arena of Tamil Nadu. In a
statement released through the
social media, the actor said that
his decision follows the
requests and suggestions by his

close family members who
were concerned about his
health.

Rajinikanth, who was
shooting for his new film at
Hyderabad was admitted to a
corporate hospital following
high fluctuations in blood pres-
sure. He was discharged from
the hospital and reached his
Poes Garden residence in
Chennai late on Sunday night.
Doctors had advised him com-
plete bed rest till January 2,
2021.

His fans were told on
Monday by office bearers of
Rajini Makkal Manram (Fans
Association) not to be carried
away by rumors about the
actor’s health and not to believe
reports that he may not enter
active politics. Sam Rajappa,
veteran scribe and political
commentator had told The
Pioneer on Monday itself that

Rajinikanth would not launch
the political party or dabble in
politics.

Tamilaruvi Manian, the
actor’s Man Friday remained
incommunicado. He had told
The Pioneer many times in the
past that though Rajinikanth
had many health issues, the
actor could use the electronics
and digital media to reach out
to his fans across the State.

S Gurumurthy, editor,
Tughlaq, who is a close friend
of Rajinikanth and who had
forecast that the actor’s entry
into politics would bring in a
tectonic shift in the State’s
political landscape said he was
pained by the decision. “It was
inevitable. But read the penul-
timate para of his statement
saying ‘without directly in pol-
itics he will serve the people of
Tamil Nadu’. In my assessment
he will make a political impact
on TN. Like in 1996,”
Gurumurthy tweeted.

But SV Badri, a prominent
figure in Tamil Nadu’s social
world, said that Rajinikanth’s
decision would not make any
impact in the State politics. “It
is a blow to Gurumurthy who
was pushing the actor into
politics,” said Badri.

From Page 1
As per rules, it was manda-

tory to have a separate MC in
Ladakh, which till now was
monitored by the MC Srinagar.  

To begin with, the IMD
established a surface observa-
tory at Leh for reporting daily
meteorological parameters like
pressure, humidity, tempera-
ture, snowfall, etc. At present
Ladakh has got four Automatic
Weather Stations (AWS), two
each in both districts of which
one is at Drass, the coldest
place in India. 

“The IMD plans to aug-
ment its existing operations in
the region so as to provide
timely weather updates and
warnings ahead of disasters like
cloud bursts in this geograph-
ically unique region,” said
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra, direc-
tor general, IMD.

According to the IMD, to
improve the network of obser-
vations, IMD proposes to
install more AWSs next year at
the remotest of places like
Nubra, Zanskar, Changthang,
Parkachik, etc thus covering the
whole of Ladakh.  The IMD
will install instruments for

monitoring of Radiation, Air
Pollution, opening of
Agrometeorological Unit,
Hydro- meteorological unit,
Upper Air Instruments,
Doppler Weather Radar etc.

“The Government will
make every effort to provide
the best possible weather ser-
vices to the administration and
the people of Ladakh and make
UT safe and secure from the
vagaries of weather. With the
availability of quality data from
Ladakh, IMD will generate
city specific forecasts based
on numerical models,” the
Ministry said in a statement.

From Page 1
Low-cost inclusions such

as speed alert, reverse parking
sensors and seat-belt reminders
have become standard features
in most cars but life-saving
airbags are still not mandato-
ry, added the senior MoRTH
official.

Vehicle safety in India
received a major fillip in 2019,
with a number of important
safety features made mandato-
ry for both two- and four-
wheelers and one of the key
changes was a driver-side
airbag being made compulso-
ry for all passenger vehicles, a
life-saving essential that made
its way into even the most

affordable cars on sale in the
country.

However, because the list of
mandatory safety equipment
specified under the automotive
industry standards (AIS) men-
tioned a driver-side airbag
only, some carmakers - who
operate in the price-sensitive
budget hatchback segment -
chose to give the front passen-
ger airbag a skip, only offering
it as an optional extra for an
added cost. MoRTH’s latest
notification is an amendment
to the AIS, and mandates the
inclusion of a front passenger
airbag for all passenger vehi-
cles.

From Page 1
Enacted in September, the

three farm laws have been pro-
jected by the Centre as major
reforms in the agriculture sec-

tor that will remove the mid-
dlemen and allow farmers to
sell their produce anywhere in
the country.

However, the
protesting farmers have
expressed apprehension that

the new laws would pave the
way for eliminating the safety
cushion of the MSP and do
away with the “mandi” (whole-
sale market) system, leaving
them at the mercy of big cor-
porates.  

From Page 1
A savvy businessman,

Cardin used the fabulous
wealth that was the fruit of his
empire to snap up top-notch
properties in Paris, including
the Belle Epoque restaurant
Maxims, which he also fre-
quented. He had been among
its illustrious members since
1992. The academy did not give
a cause of death or say where
or when he had died.

Along with fellow
Frenchman Andre Courreges
and Spains Paco Rabanne, two
other Paris-based designers
known for their Space Age
styles, Cardin revolutionized
fashion starting in the early
1950s.

At a time when other Paris
labels were obsessed with flat-
tering the female form, Cardins
designs cast the wearer as a sort
of glorified hanger, there to
showcase the clothes sharp
shapes and graphic patterns. 

Destined neither for prag-
matists nor for wallflowers,
his designs were all about mak-
ing a big entrance — some-
times very literally.

Gowns and bodysuits in
fluorescent spandex were fitted
with plastic hoops that stood
away from the body at the
waist, elbows, wrists and knees.
Cardin bubble dresses and
capes enveloped their wearers
in oversized spheres of fabric.

Toques were shaped like
flying saucers; bucket hats
sheathed models entire heads,
with cutout windshields at the
eyes.

“Fashion is always ridicu-
lous, seen from before or after.
But in the moment, its mar-
velous,” Cardin said in a 1970
interview with French televi-
sion.

Cardin was born on July 7,
1922, in a small town near
Venice, Italy, to a modest,
working-class family. When

he was a child, the family
moved to Saint Etienne in cen-
tral France, where Cardin was
schooled and became an
apprentice to a tailor at age 14.

Cardin would later
embrace his status as a self-
made man, saying in the same
1970 interview that going it
alone “makes you see life in a
much more real way and forces
you to take decision and to be
courageous.

“Its much more difficult to
enter a dark woods alone than
when you already know the
way through,” he said.

After moving to Paris, he
worked as an assistant in the
House of Paquin starting in
1945 and also helped design
costumes for the likes of Jean
Cocteau. He also was involved
in creating the costumes for the
directors 1946 hit, “Beauty and
the Beast.”  After working
briefly with Elsa Schiaparelli
and Christian Dior, Cardin
opened his own house in Paris’
tony first district, starting with
costumes and masks.

Cardin delivered his first
real collection in 1953. Success
quickly followed, with the 1954
launch of the celebrated “bub-
ble” dress, which put the label
on the map.

Cardin staged his first
ready-to-wear show in 1959 at
Paris Printemps department
store, a bold initiative that got
him temporarily kicked out of
the Chambre Syndicale.
Cardins relationship with the
organization — the governing
body of French fashion — was
rocky, and he later left of his
own volition to stage shows on
his own terms.

Cardins high-profile rela-
tionship with French screen
siren Jeanne Moreau, the
smoky-voiced blond of “Jules
and Jim” fame, also helped
boost the brands profile.
Described by both as a “true
love,” the relationship lasted
about five years and they never

married.
Cardin saw the astronom-

ical expense of producing haute
couture collections as an invest-
ment. Even though the cloth-
ings pharaonic prices didn’t
cover the cost of crafting the
made-to-measure garments,
the media coverage generated
by his couture shows helped sell
lower sticker-price items, like
hats, belts and hosiery.

As Cardins fame and for-
tune spiked, so did his real
estate portfolio. He long lived
an austere, almost monastic
existence with his sister in a
sprawling apartment across
from the Elysee presidential
palace in Paris. 

He bought up so
much top-flight real estate in
the neighborhood that fashion
insiders joked he could have
mounted a coup detat.

In addition to his womens
and mens clothing boutiques,
Cardin opened a childrens
shop, a furniture store and the
Espace Cardin, a sprawling
hall in central Paris where the
designer would later stage fash-
ion shows, as well as plays, bal-
lets and other cultural events.

Beyond clothes, Cardin
put his stamp on perfumes,
makeup, porcelain, chocolates,
a resort in the south of France
and even the velvet-walled
watering hole Maxims —
where he could often be seen at
lunch. 

The 1970s saw a huge
Cardin expansion that brought
his outlets to more than
100,000, with about as many
workers producing under the
Cardin label worldwide.

Cardin was in the van-
guard of recognizing the
importance of Asia to the fash-
ion world, both as a manufac-
turing hub and for its consumer
potential. He was present in
Japan starting in the early 60s
and in 1979 became the first
Western designer to stage a
fashion show in China. 
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From Page 1
Meanwhile, the Airports

Authority of India (AAI)
Chairman Arvind Singh told at
the Press conference the
Government is planning to

hold the next round of privati-
sation of airports in the first
half of 2021. “As far as the next
round of airports’ privatisation
is concerned, we are at the final
stages of obtaining
Government approvals. Once
the approvals are received, I

think we will start the process
of bidding in the first quarter
of 2021,” he said. The AAI had
in September recommended
the Centre now to privatise air-
ports at Amritsar, Varanasi,
Bhubaneswar, Indore, Raipur
and Trichy.
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Hundreds of farmers have
stayed put at National

Capital’s borders demanding
the  Centre to repeal the new
farm laws. The farmers and
Government are expected to
meet at 2 pm on Wednesday for
talks. However, All India Kisan
Sangharsh Coordination
Committee (AIKSCC) has
refuted any possibility of any
discussion in tomorrow’s talks
until the agenda of repeal of the
three farm acts and EB 2020 is
taken up first. Meanwhile,
security remained tight at the
Delhi borders with hundreds of
personnel deployed at Singhu,
Ghazipur and Tikri where the
farmers have been camping.

AIKSCC said it is illogical
for the government to assert
that these acts are for benefit to
farmers. “Crores of farmers
who know the reality of com-
panies better than him are sit-
ting at his doorstep for more
than a month. The acts, which
legally establish corporate, both
Indian and Foreign, will under-
mine government mandis and
help bind farmers in contracts.
They will input costs, reduce
prices, raise farmer debts and
lead both to increased alien-
ation from land and suicides,”
alleged AIKSCC.  

AIKSCC asserted that the

farmer under contract will have
to borrow and the Contract
Acts provides for such bor-
rowing by mortgaging and for
recovery of dues from land.

The farmer unions have
deferred to Thursday their
proposed tractor march against
the contentious agriculture
laws, so that the rally does not
clash with their talks with the
government on Wednesday.

The unions have agreed to
hold the next round of talks
with the Central government
on Wednesday, but insist the
agenda of the meeting should
include discussing modalities
for repealing the three legisla-
tions.

Earlier this week, Samyukt
Kisan Morcha -- an umbrella

body of 40 unions leading
protests at Delhi border points
— had announced a tractor
march from the Singhu and the
Tikri borders to the Kundli-
Manesar-Palwal (KMP)
Highway on December 30.

Meanwhile, the farmers
demonstrating against the
Centre's new agri laws on
Monday performed yoga on
the Delhi-Noida Link Road at
the Chilla border where they
have been camping for 28 days
now.

The road remained closed
for Noida to Delhi movement
but was open for commuters
travelling from Delhi to Noida.
While the traffic movement at
Singhu and Tikri borders
remained closed. 
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Aretired clerk of the elec-
tricity department alleged-

ly committed suicide on
Monday by hanging himself
from a ceiling fan at his home.

The police have registered
a case of abetment of suicide
against a SDO of the electrici-
ty department after a complaint
filed by the victim's family, the
police said on Tuesday.

The deceased was identi-
fied as Devki Nandan (58), of
Jacobpura in Gurugram. He
used to be a clerk in the elec-
tricity corporation. He had
retired on 31 August.

The victim's family told the
police that Devki Nandan was
under stress for almost five
months before his retirement.

Son of the victim, Dheeraj
told the police that his father
had given Rs 18.42 lakh of the
Electricity Department to

Deepak, an employee of
Radiant Cash Collection
Agency. He had taken the
receipt of this amount from
Deepak and deposited it in the
records of the office.

"It is alleged that even after
the amount was deposited in
the bank account of the office,
SDO Gaurav Chaudhary and
other staff were continuously
pressurising Devaki Nandan.
They were threatening to file a
case against him for not giving
the money," Dheeraj told the
police.

The victim was in acute

pressure due to the harassment
by SDO Gaurav Chaudhary
and hanged himself, Dheeraj
alleged.

Meanwhile, Chaudhary has
denied the allegations.

The autopsy will be con-
ducted on Tuesday, the police
said.

"A case has been registered
against the SDO under sections
of the IPC at the city police sta-
tion in Gurugram. 

Further probe is under-
way," said Subhash Boken,
spokesperson of the Gurugram
police.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Tuesday said

that his Government has
passed orders to waive off
penalty on late submission of
road taxes. 

Kejriwal said the Delhi
government provided Rs 5000
each to construction workers
for their livelihood and trans-
ferred Rs 5000 each to the bank
accounts of taxi and auto dri-
vers every month till the lock-
down got opened, and all this
work is reaching Goa. 

"I passed orders to waive
off penalty on late submission
of road taxes and it happened
because the Aam Aadmi Party
( AAP ) is of common people
and is committed to finding
solutions to their problems,
CM said.

Kejriwal said that the lock-
down was an extremely diffi-
cult phase because the incomes
of the people, their shops, busi-
nesses, industries, taxis, autos,
and markets, etc, were shut
down. It was extremely difficult
for a daily wage laborer to
afford food. 

He said that it was a test-
ing period for all the govern-
ments to show how responsi-
ble they are. "We tried our best
to provide food to all during
the lockdown. The Delhi gov-

ernment provided food to 10
lakh people every day, and all
these arrangements were made
in all the schools across Delhi
including Central govt and
MCD schools. Around 10 lakh
people were provided lunch
and dinner every day, and we
used to serve them as we were
serving langars since we had
our religious sentiments. We
continued the distribution till
people stopped coming for
food and till the time the
queues were over. 

The Delhi government
provided dry ration, consisting
of wheat, rice, pulses, oil, and
spices, to 1 crore people, i.e., 50
percent of Delhi's population
every day for 3 months. We
doubled the pensions of elders
and widows to Rs 5000.

“ We provided Rs 5000
each to construction workers
for their livelihood and trans-
ferred Rs 5000 each to the bank
accounts taxi and auto drivers
every month till the lockdown
got opened," he added.

He further said, “Recently,
some taxi drivers from Goa
were in Delhi and wanted to
meet me. Whenever some-
body comes to Delhi, they
want to meet me and 
appreciate the works done in
Delhi.

“I told them that this was
not only limited to Corona

lockdown. The taxi and auto
drivers need the help of the
governments. We have changed
all rules and regulations, and so
our drivers do not need to pay
bribes to get their works done

because of an honest govern-
ment in Delhi. A

round 4-5 days back, I
received a message from a taxi
driver in Delhi, who said that
he could not submit road tax

during Corona lockdown
because of no income and
wanted a penalty waive-off.
We passed an order in 24
hours and waived off the penal-
ty on late road tax", he added.
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The Delhi Government will
provide dry ration to  stu-

dents of its schools under the
mid-day meal scheme for six
months, Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal announced
it, on Tuesday during  a dry
ration distribution event at a
government school in
Mandawali area.

The move comes in view
of continued closure of
schools since March due to
the Covid-19 pandemic.

“When schools were
closed, we decided to send the
money for mid-day meals to
parents' account, but now, it
has been decided that we will
give dry rations for six
months," Kejriwal said.

“This is a very difficult

phase especially for the chil-
dren, please take care of them,
ensure they attend all online
classes, and please take care of
their nutrition. I hope that the
vaccine comes and ends our
difficulty as soon as possible,”
he said.

Deputy CM Manish
Sisodia said that even if the
Covid-19 vaccine is available,
it will be difficult to compen-
sate for the learning loss due
to Covid-19.

“Every day, we pray for
the schools to reopen and get
re-energized like pre-Covid
times. God is testing our
patience in these challenging
times. But I am proud that
despite these challenges our
Team Education has been
persistent with its efforts.
Everyone has worked really
hard to reach to 94 per cent of

the students through online
and semi online teaching,”
said Sisodia.

Schools across the coun-
try were closed in March to
contain the spread of Covid-
19. They were partially
reopened in some States from
October 15.

However, the Delhi
Government has announced
that schools will not reopen in
the national Capital till a vac-
cine for the coronavirus is
available.
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The Aam Aadmi Party leader (AAP) and MLA, Atishi on
Tuesday alleged that Delhi Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) lead-

ers and supporters are continuously attacking their Ministers,
functionaries and supporters.

Calling the BJP as Bharatiya Gunda Party, Atishi said that
the BJP goons have assaulted contractor Sudhir Bidhuri over
extortion in the parking of Okhla Phase I, the whole incident
was captured in CCTV camera, yet police have not registered
an FIR.

Atishi said that the nephew of BJP MP Ramesh Bidhuri first
threatened an AAP worker and then broke his hand for protest-
ing outside MP Bidhuri's house.

She said that son and nephew of BJP MP Ramesh Bidhuri
are running massive extortions in the area but the police are work-
ing in the behest of the BJP and not taking any actions.

“AAP demands immediate removal of MP Ramesh Bidhuri
while the Prime Minister and Home Minister must clarify whether
they support such gunda gardi or not!,” she said.
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Senior Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader and the

Municipal Corporation Delhi
(MCD) in-charge Durgesh
Pathak on Tuesday alleged that
the top brass of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) has lost all
hope on the BJP ruled MCD.

Hitting hard on BJP Pathak
said that on October 19 the
North MCD mayor Jai Prakash
met Union Minister of State
(Finance) Anurag Thakur;
despite the request of the
mayor, the Center has not pro-
vided any aid to the MCD.

He said that MCD had
asked for Rs 2000 crores from
the Center but they have not
provided any money. Pathak
said that the BJP has no moral
right to stay in power of the
MCD because not only the
people of Delhi but also their
own party leaders do not

believe the BJP ruled MCD.
“All the permanent, as well

as contractual sanitation work-
ers, have not received their
salary for the last 4 months.
Class 4 employees and Health
workers of group C have not
received their salary in the last
5 months. DCB employees
have not received their salary
for the last 3 months,” said
Pathak.

“Nurses, Allopathy doc-
tors, and surgeons have not
received their salary for the last
four months. Teachers who
build our student’s destiny have
not received their salary for the
last six months. Group A and
B employees also have not
received their salary for the last
6 months. It is an 
extremely unfortunate situation
that BJP who is ruling the Delhi
MCD for the last 14 years is
unable to pay its employees,”
said Pathak.
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The Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) of Delhi

Police has arrested a man for
allegedly inducing the people to
invest in a real estate company
on a huge return and duped
them to the tune of Rs four
crores.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Nikhil Mishra. Police

said that he along with his asso-
ciates had cheated around 14
people to the tune of Rs four
crores.

According to Dr O P
Mishra, the Joint
Commissioner of Police, EOW,
a case was registered after a
complaint was received from
Mangat Ram and other victims
against Priya Arora alias Priya
Mishra and others regarding
cheating.

“It has been alleged that
Priya Mishra approached them
and misrepresented on sever-
al counts including that she was
working in a reputed company
and induced for investment
showing rosy pictures that her
company was dealing in real
estate and the company used to
sale space for shops into an
under construction Mall at
Delhi,” said the Joint CP.

“She alongwith her hus-
band Harish Arora, her broth-
er Nikhil Misra and others
claimed themselves to be the
Directors on the company.
Similarly, some other persons
have been cheated as well on
false pretexts of doubling the
invested amount in one year,”
said the Joint CP.

“During investigation, the
accused Priya Arora was arrest-
ed last year while Harish Arora
was also arrested this year.
While during questioning
Nikhil did not give justified
answers. He stated that he has
nothing to do with Priya and
her acts. But when the state-
ments of some complainants
were recorded after the arrest
of accused Priya they alleged
that Priya in connivance with
her brother Nikhil cheated the
victims following which he
was interrogated and subse-
quently arrested on December
28,” said the Joint CP.

“Scheme of doubling the
amount in short period of time
was explained to them by
Nikhil and cheated amount of
nine lakhs had been trans-
ferred to the account of accused
Nikhil Mishra. Further, Nikhil
Mishra transferred the said
amount to his trading account
and misappropriated the same,”
said the Joint CP. 
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Delhi Jal Board (DJB) vice
chairmen Raghav Chadha

on Tuesday said Haryana has
not stopped discharging indus-
trial pollutants into the Yamuna
despite repeated reminders.
Chadha urged the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) to take immediate
remedial measures.

“Ammonia concentration
in the river at the Wazirabad
barrage has increased to 7 ppm
(parts per million) against the
permissible limit of 0.8 ppm
which is likely to affect the
water supply,” said Chadha.

“Discharge of industrial
pollutants in Yamuna through
Rohtak X-Regulator and DD6
has not stopped despite repeat-

ed reminders to the Haryana
govt,” Chadha tweeted.

“Such irresponsible behav-
iour of Haryana govt adverse-
ly impacting the water supply
in Delhi must be dealt with
sternly,” he added.

Chadha urged the CPCB
and the Upper Yamuna River
Board to take immediate cog-
nisance of the "nonchalant"
attitude of the Haryana gov-
ernment and take remedial
measures.

The DJB on Monday said
water supply from Wazirabad,
Chandrawal and Okhla water
treatment plants would remain
affected till the ammonia level
in the river reduces to a treat-
able limit. 

These plants supply drink-
ing water to Central, North,

West and South Delhi.
The CPCB had earlier this

month raised concerns over
pollution and frothing in the
river and asked Delhi, Haryana
and Uttar Pradesh to ensure
effective sewage treatment.

According to a CPCB state-
ment, the monitoring of 22
drains in Delhi has found 14
drains "untapped and dis-
charging sewage".

In the past, the CPCB had
observed froth formation and
increase in ammonia levels in
the Yamuna because of dis-
charge of untreated sewage,
non-operation of existing STPs,
improper functioning of efflu-
ent treatment plants installed
by the industries and common
effluent treatment plants locat-
ed on the banks of the river.

���	�
���
�����
����	
�!	�A	�����
��������

� �,,����
� ���� ./0	�/12�

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader and MLA

from Rajinder Nagar, Raghav
Chadha on Tuesday said that
free WiFi hotspots will be set
up at Singhu border for the
protesting farmers

“The decision has been
taken by farmers' 'sevadar
Arvind Kejriwal. We want the
farmers to stay in touch with
their family. We have identified
a few spots to install the WiFi
hotspots. This is an initiative of
Arvind Kejriwal and the party,”
said Chadha, while addressing
a press conference.

“We were apprised of the
fact that due to poor reception
at Singhu border, they were
unable to speak with their
family. Each WiFi hotspot will
cover a radius of 100 metres,
and a total area of over 31,000
sq mtr,” said Chadha.

“Whether it’s a soldier
guarding our country at the
international borders, or farm-
ers who are at Delhi’s borders,
an individual’s biggest strength
is his family. Shri Arvind
Kejriwal understands this
strength. We, at the Aam
Aadmi Party, understand this
strength, and hope that the free
WiFi hotspots at Singhu border
will help a farmer see his old,
aged parent; it will allow him
to sing a lullaby to his child, he
will be able to speak with his
wife, his friends,” said Chadha.

He further said, “Our
farmer brothers have had to
face immense pain, hurt and
discomfort. Our only attempt
is to help ease their pain a lit-
tle, to make them feel a little
comfortable. If we’re able to do
that, I would consider it to be
a success.”

Farmers from various parts
of the country have been camp-
ing at different border points of
Delhi for over a month.
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Soon after the detection of six
cases of new strain of Covid-

19 in the country, the
Government on Tuesday
assured that the vaccines under
development would also work
against the mutated pathogen
first reported in the UK .

“No need to worry about
vaccines. Vaccines will work
against the variants detected in
the UK and South Africa.
There is no evidence that cur-
rent vaccines will fail to protect
against the new mutant strains,”
said Principal Scientific Adviser
K VijayRaghavan at a presser
here.  

However, he said that even
as the vaccine will provide
safety from the new variants,
“there is a need to reduce
transmission through physical
distancing, follow all public
health measures scrupulously,
wear masks, follow hand-wash-
ing, COVID appropriate
behaviour, infection control,
amplify test, track, isolate
efforts.”

The scientific advisor’s
statement came hours after 6
samples of UK returnees test-
ed positive for the new strain
in Bengaluru, Hyderabad, and
Pune.

“There is no evidence that

current vaccines will fail to pro-
tect against COVID-19 variants
reported from the UK or South
Africa. Most vaccines do target
the Spike protein, in which
there are changes in the vari-
ants, but vaccines stimulate
our immune system to produce
a wide range of protective anti-
bodies. The changes in the
variants are not sufficient to
make the vaccines ineffective,”
the scientist explained through
a presentation made at the
press briefing here.

He further said, “The
nature of the new variants:
eight of the 17 important
changes are in the part which
codes for the Spike protein. One
change (N501Y) increases affin-
ity for the ACE2 receptor, used
for viral entry into human cells.
It has been linked earlier to
increased infectivity and trans-
mission in animal models.
Another change (P681H) pro-
motes entry into susceptible
cells and increases transmission
in animal models of infection.

“The South Africa also

shares the N501Y mutation
with the UK variants, in addi-
tion to other distinct changes.”

Regarding the variant
detected in the UK,
VijayRaghavan sasid, it was
more transmissible and the
variant is spreading very rapid-
ly taking over the frequency of
other variants. 

“It is also reflected in a large
increase in positivity rate in the
UK. We must take extraordi-
nary precautions  to prevent
these kinds of variants from
dominating populations.”

The Scientific Advisor fur-
ther added,  “The Indian
SARS-CoV2 Genomics
Consortium is conducting test-
ing and sequencing of samples
from international travelers.
Testing and sequencing of sam-
ples also being done from
across the country and from
those being admitted to hospi-
tals.”

However, he had a word of
advice. “As vaccines become
available, we should not be
complacent. There is a need to
reduce transmission through
physical distancing, follow all
public health measures scrupu-
lously, wear masks, follow
hand-washing, COVID appro-
priate behaviour, infection con-
trol, amplify test, track, isolate
efforts,” he added.
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State-run Common Services
Centers (CSC) on Tuesday

said it has partnered with IIT-
Delhi to establish a design
and innovation lab which will
conduct research on new prod-
ucts and services for village
level entrepreneurs (VLE). 

The labs would conduct
research on design-led inno-
vations related to leveraging
livelihood and enhancing all-
round entrepreneurial out-
look, a statement said.

The project named ‘Design
and Innovation in VLE’s

Indigenous Network
Ecosystem’ (Divine) Lab will
promote design and innova-
tion among the village level
entrepreneurs (VLE), CSC said
in a statement. CSC managing
director Dinesh Tyagi said that
CSCs and VLEs are driven by
an entrepreneurial spirit.

“The Design Lab will ben-
efit from IIT Delhi’s unparal-
leled expertise and experi-
ences of VLEs who will bring
hyper-local realities and chal-
lenges of delivering services to
the partnership,” Tyagi said.
The Divine Lab aims to pro-
vide continuous research into

the rural entrepreneurial
ecosystem and design new
products and services for
VLEs.

IIT-Delhi Director Prof V
Ramagopal Rao said that the
collaboration with CSC will
support IIT students to access
CSC’s network and identify
problems in rural India.
“World-class research infra-
structure and expertise avail-
able at IIT-Delhi will support
to design and innovate solu-
tions for rural problems
through the wide network of
VLEs across the country,”
Ramagopal said.
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Compelled to move out from
homes for jobs amid Covid

crisis, more youths are getting
infected with the virus, when
compared to the old aged peo-
ple who are usually in the
confines of their homes.

But when infected, it is the
patients over the age of 65
years, account for 55% of India’s
Covid-19 deaths while it is 43%
for those in the age group of 26-
60 years. Gender wise, the
virus has found to be more vir-
ulent for males who account-
ed for  70 per cent of total
deaths.

“About 45 per cent of all
COVID-19 deaths in the coun-
try have been reported in those
below 60 years of age while 70
per cent of total fatalities from
the infection were registered in
men,”  Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan said on
Tuesday.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, he said 63 per cent of the
total cases were reported in
males and 37 per cent cases in
females.  

“Eight per cent cases have
been reported below the age of
17 years, 13 per cent in the 18-
25 years age group, 39 per cent
in 26-44 years group, 26 per
cent in 45-60 years group and
14 per cent cases above 60
years,” he said.

Bhushan further said 45
per cent of the COVID-19
deaths so far have been report-
ed in those below 60 years of
age and 70 per cent of total

fatalities from the infection
were registered in men.

About 55 per cent COVID-
19 deaths were reported in
those aged 60 and above, 33 per
cent in the age group of 45 to
60 years, 10 per cent in the age
group of 26-44 years and one
per cent each in those aged
between 18-25 years and in
those below 17 years, accord-
ing to the data presented by
Bhushan.

He said the number of
active cases of COVID-19 has
been registered at 2.7 lakhs,
sliding to a low after six
months. The cumulative posi-
tivity rate stands at 6.02 per
cent while the positivity rate
during last week was 2.25 per
cent.

“Five States and UTs which
account for 60 per cent of
total active COVID-19 cases
are Maharashtra, Kerala, West
Bengal, Uttar Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh,” he said.

Bhushan further said
India’s rate of cases per million
population — at 7,408 — is
among the lowest in the world
while the number of deaths per
million population stood at
107.

In the last seven days, 110
new cases and two deaths per
million population have been
reported while the number of
active cases per million has
been registered at 194, he said
adding in contrast, the maxi-
mum of 52 death was report-
ed in Italy, followed by 49 in
UK, 47 in US, 33 in France, 27
in Russia and 21 in Brazil.
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Senior BJP leader and Union
Social Justice and

Empowerment Minister
Thawarchand Gehlot on
Tuesday described as “ historic”
the Modi-Government’s recent
decision to increase post-
matric scholarship to ‘four
crore ‘Scheduled caste students
in the next five-year. 

The Modi Government
aims to provide post-matric
scholarship to over four crore
students belonging to the
Scheduled Castes category over
the next five years, raising the
number from existing 60 lakh
beneficiaries, said Gehlot  here
at a press conference.

He also told reporters the
government’s recent decision to
raise the Centre’s share in the
scholarship amount to 60 per
cent, and hike it progressively
to 80 per cent, will result in a
total expenditure of over �
59,048 crore by 2025-26 and
ensure monitory assistance to
the underprivileged students in
time.

The Union Cabinet had
last week approved changes in
the centrally sponsored Post-
Matric Scholarship Scheme to
benefit more than four crore
Scheduled Caste students in the
next five years and approved a
total investment of over
�59,000 crore for the purpose.

The Centre had spent only
around �1,100 crore annually
in the last two years under an
earlier formula, now changed
by the Modi Government,
which had led to a rise in state’s
share, with almost half of the 36
states and Union Territories not

getting any contribution from
the Union dispensation, the
minister said.

Many States would not pay
scholarship on time or use the
fund for some other purposes
resulting in increasing dropouts
from SC students due to lack of
scholarship, he said, adding
this will change now.

“Money will be now direct-
ly transferred to the student’s
bank account and the Centre
will contribute only after the
State has done so”, he said.

“This is a historic decision.
It will boost educational stan-
dards. No State has opposed our
announcement,” Gehlot, a Dalit
face of the ruling party, said.

The percentage of students
benefiting from the post-met-
ric scholarship has risen to 23
from 17 in 2014-15, and the
government is working to aug-
ment the number of beneficia-
ries to 27 per cent, he said.

Also addressing the press
conference, BJP general secre-
tary Dushyant Kumar Gautam
hit out at the previous
Congress-led UPA
Government at the Centre, say-
ing over 50 lakh fake benefi-
ciaries were getting scholarships
at the cost of Dalit students.
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More than six and a half
lakh posts are lying

vacant in various State police
and Central forces.

According to the data
released by the Bureau of Police
Research and Development
(BPR&D) on Tuesday, 5.31
lakh posts in different state
police forces and 1.27 lakh
posts in Central Armed Police
Forces (CAPF) are lying vacant.

Releasing different aspects
of policing in the country as on
January 1, 2020, the BPR&D
also said a total of 1,19,069
police men  were recruited in
2019 in various police forces
across India. These  vacancies
are expected to increase further
due to the Covid-19 pandem-
ic as  many organisations have
not conducted  fresh recruit-
ment in the entire  2020.  

According to the data, the
total sanctioned police forces in
States and Union Territories is

26,23,225, while there are
20,91,488 police personnel
actually in service. Therefore,
5,31,737 posts in police forces
are lying vacant as on January
1, 2020.

The figures include civil
police, district armed police,
special armed police and India
Reserve Battalions. The
BPR&D, a wing of the Ministry
of Home Affairs, said the
strength of women in police
forces is 2,15,504, which is
10.30 per cent of the total
police force in India. 

There has been a 16.05 per
cent increase of women police
over the previous year, it added.
The data said the total sanc-
tioned strength of the Central
Armed Police Forces (CAPFs)
is 11,09,511 but the actual
strength of the CAPFs as on
January 1, 2020, is 9,82,391.
The total number of women
police personnel in CAPF is
29,249, which is 2.98 per cent
of the total strength. The

CAPFs are CRPF, BSF, CISF,
ITBP, SSB, NSG and Assam
Rifles.               

According to the data,
there are 800 police districts in
the country and the number of
sanctioned police stations is
16,955. The total State Armed
Police Battalions is 318 and the
total police commissionerates
is 63. A total of 2,02,925 police
vehicles are available with the
states and UTs police, besides
4,60,220 CCTV cameras, the
BPR&D said. The governments
has spent Rs 1,566.85 crore in
2019-20 for expenditure and
police training.
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Aplea has been filed in the
Supreme Court seeking

directions to the Centre, states
and Union Territories to fill up
vacant posts of presidents and
members of consumer com-
missions, saying “inaction” in
making appointments was
causing pendency of cases.

The petition, which has
alleged that directions passed
by various 

high courts regarding fill-
ing up of
vacancies in
district and
State consumer
commissions
have been
“ignored” by
the authorities
concerned, said
there is a lack
of proper infra-
structure to
run these pan-
els smoothly.

It has also
sought a direc-
tion to the
authorities to
provide proper
infrastructure
and staff to the
c o n s u m e r
commissions
as soon as pos-
sible and file a
detailed report
regarding this
before the apex
court.

The plea,
filed by law stu-
dent Saloni
G a u t a m ,

claimed that inaction of the
authorities in filling up the
vacant posts has led to the “vio-
lation of the right to speedy dis-
posal of cases”.

“Petitioner is filing this
PIL....Challenging inaction of
governments in appointing
president, members and staff
before district consumer dis-
pute redressal commissions
and state consumer disputes
redressal commissions across
India, which is causing pen-
dency of consumer cases all
over India and justice is getting
delayed due to non-action of
the governments across India
and is antithesis to the Article
21 of the Constitution of India,”
said the plea, filed through
advocate Om Prakash Parihar.

It said that in July, the
Consumer Protection Act, 2019
came into force, and it changed
the pecuniary jurisdiction for
the district, state and national
commissions respectively.

The plea said that pecu-
niary limit for district com-
mission has been increased to
up to Rs one crore, for state
commission, it has been
increased to up to Rs 10 crores
and for national commission, it

is now over and above Rs 10
crores. It said the petitioner has
also got RTI replies about
vacancies in consumer com-
missions in several states across
the country.

“It is most respectfully sub-
mitted that all this clearly
shows that the Consumer
Protection Act, 2019 came into
a force and the pecuniary juris-
dictions of the consumer
commissions has
changed/increased, but the
Governments have not made
any arrangement in filing the
post of president and members
in these commissions,” the plea
claimed.

It said various high courts
across the country have
ordered the state governments
to appoint president and mem-
bers in district and state com-
mission, but no action has
been taken.

“It is also pertinent to note
that various consumer com-
missions do not even have
proper infrastructure to run
consumer commission in a
smooth manner which at the
end leads to cause delay in
delivering justice to the con-
sumers,” it added. 
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Lucknow: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday hit
out at previous Governments
for delaying the Dedicated
Freight Corridor project and
ignoring modernisation of rail-
ways, and said his Government
engaged with stakeholders to
speed up works and carried out
reforms at all levels.

Inaugurating the New
Bhaupur-New Khurja section
of the Eastern Dedicated
Freight Corridor (EDFC) via
video conferencing, he said
the “vibration” and “roar” of
Bharat and ‘Aatmanirbhar
Bharat’ were clearly heard as
the first freight train ran on the
Khurja-Bhaupur freight corri-

dor. Attacking previous gov-
ernment, the prime minister
said the project was given per-
mission in 2006 but it was only
on paper as the then govern-
ment lacked the seriousness
and urgency with which it had
to take it up with the states.

“Till 2014 not a single km
track of the project was laid and
the funds sanctioned could
not be spent properly. After
2014 ,it was restarted and offi-
cials asked to take it forward
and by then the budget had
gone up by 11 times”, the prime
minister said.

The 351-km section, which
has been built at a cost of Rs
5,750 crore, will open new

avenues for local industries in
Uttar Pradesh.

The EDFC is 1,840-km-
long and extends from
Ludhiana in Punjab to Kolkata
in West Bengal.

Modi also inaugurated the
EDFC’s operation centre at
Prayagraj and flagged off the
first 1.5 km long goods trains.

The prime minister said
that on coming to power, he
personally monitored the pro-
ject and held a dialogue with
the stakeholders and got new
technology as a result of which
about 1100 km work will be
completed in the next few
months.

Political apathy not just hampered the freight corridor project but also had a bearing

on the entire Railways system,
he said adding that earlier the
focus was on increasing num-
ber of trains for political ben-
efit in elections but not on the
tracks on which the trains
were run as there was no
investment on it.

There was no seriousness
towards modernisation of the
rail network, trains were being
run on slow speed and the
entire network was full of dan-
gerous unmanned crossings, he
said.

“We changed this work
culture and thinking after 2014
and ending the separate
Railway budget, invested in
rail tracks, ended unmanned

crossings, focussed on broad-
ening and electrification of the
network”, he said.

The Vande Bharat express,
the semi high speed train is
now being run, he said, adding
that now Indian rails are more
secure than before. In the past
few years reforms have been
carried out at all levels and can
be seen, he added.

The new freight section
will open new vistas of oppor-
tunity for local industries such
as aluminium industry in
Pukhrayan region of Kanpur
Dehat, dairy sector of Auraiya,
textile production and block
printing of Etawah, glassware
industry of Firozabad, pottery

products of Khurja, asafoetida
or ‘heeng’ production of
Hathras, and locks and hard-
ware of Aligarh district, accord-
ing to officials.

The section will also
decongest the existing Kanpur-
Delhi mainline and will enable
the Indian Railways to run
faster trains.

Noting that a state-of-the-
art Operation Control Centre
at Prayagraj will act as the com-
mand centre for the entire
route length of the EDFC, they
said this is one of the largest
structures of its type globally
with modern interiors,
ergonomic design and best-in-
class acoustics. Agencies
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Ace car designer and
founder of DC design Dilip

Chhabria, who runs a car mod-
ification studio, was arrested
late on Monday night for his
alleged involvement in  a dubi-
ous car finance and fake regis-
tration racket involving high-
end luxury cars.

Acting on a tip-off that a
two-seater sports-car DC-
Avanti designed by Chhabria
allegedly bore a fake registra-
tion number, the Mumbai
police crime branch sleuths
kept a watch on the movement
of the car, which was initially
expected at Hotel Trident at
Nariman Point in south
Mumbai on December 17, but
failed to turn up there.  

On the following night,
the Crime Intelligence Unit
(CIU) laid a trap near the
Hotel Taj Mahal at Colaba,
intercepted the vehicle and
seized it. During the question-
ing, the owner of the car
Indermal Ramani produced
the ownership documents of
the vehicle as registered with
Chennai RTO, which were
found to be genuine. 

However, during the inves-
tigations, the police found that
there was another car with the
same engine and chassis num-
ber registered with Haryana
RTO.The investigations have
revealed Chabaria’s alleged
involvement in the car finance
and fake registration racket
involving high-end luxury cars.

Acting on a complaint reg-
istered against him 10 days,
Chhabria was nabbed from
his garage at the MIDC area at
Andheri’s MIDC in north

Mumbai. His arrest has
shocked car enthusiasts and
those in the automobile finance
industry.

Chhabria -- whose brand
DC Design involved in modi-
fying cars into luxury lounges
launched India’s first sportscar
“the DC Avanti” and also show-
cased its second product – the
TCA at the Auto Expo ---has
been booked under Sections
420, 465, 467, 468, 471, 120(B)
and 34 of the Indian Penal
Code or IPC.

The investigations have
also revealed that Chhabria’s
firm Dilip Chhabria Designs
Pvt. Ltd. (DCDPL) produced
127 DC-Avantis and sold them
to customers in India and
abroad. The Crime branch
sleuths suspect that many of
these vehicles might have been
involved in the car finance
and fake registration racket.

The police said that multi-
ple loans, averaging to Rs. 42
lakh per vehicle, had been
taken with respect to 90-odd
cars by DCDPL, allegedly pos-
ing as customers for their own
manufactured vehicles. 

The modus operandi was
to take loans, sometimes even
multiple loans from financial
institutions on cars and sell
these hypothecated cars to
other customers before or after
availing the finance through
the fraudulent means. The
investigators are to quantify the
exact losses suffered by the gov-
ernment by way of unpaid
taxes, customs duties and GST.
The investigators estimated
that the loss to the state exche-
quer could be around Rs 40
crore. 

The investigators suspect

that the DCDPL, which was set
up in 1993 but went bankrupt
in 2018, might have cheated
many automobile finance com-
panies and banks. 

Apart from designing the
lounge for the Mahindra
Marazzo, DC Designalso
released the lounge conversion
of a slew of new car and it had
several high-profile clients like
Madhuri Dixit and Hrithik
Roshan who reportedly had
their vehicles customised from
this brand. Some popular
designs from DC Design
include the lounge design kits
of the Mahindra XUV500,
Duster, Toyota Fortuner and
Innova. Chhabria has also
modified cars in the interna-
tional market like Rolls Royce
and Land Cruisers. His new
brand DC2 has plans for
launching electric cars in
future.

Chhabria -- who came into
limelight in the nineties after he
produced some fancy modified
private cars for celebrities and
vanity vans of Bollywood per-
sonalities – went onto design
concept cars, luxury passenger
buses, and even aircraft interi-
ors.

DCDPL rolled out its first
indigenously-made sports-
car”the DC Avanti” in 2016, a
year after securing approvals
from the Automative Research
Association of India (ARAI). 

However, DCDPL ran into
rough weather before the first
sportscar was launched, as
cricketer Dinesh Karthik moved
a Chennai-based Consumer
Courts over the car dealer’s
failure to refund the booking
amount of Rs.5 lakh for a car
costing nearly Rs.35 lakh.
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Braving bone chilling weath-
er conditions the joint team

of security forces were put on
the job to neutralise a group of
holed up terrorists in the
Lawaypora area of Srinagar
late Tuesday evening. 

Till the time of filing the
report, intense exchange of fir-
ing was going on in the thick-
ly populated area. The addi-
tional reinforcements were also
rushed to the spot to plug the
exit routes and to contain pub-
lic anger in the area following
sporadic incidents of stone
pelting from nearby areas
where the gun fight was raging
on.  The traffic on the Srinagar-
Baramulla highway was also
disrupted after the gunfight
broke out.

The twitter handle of the
Kashmir Zone police posted a
tweet claiming, “Encounter has
started at Lawaypora area of
Srinagar. Police and security
forces are on the job. Further
details shall follow”.

Meanwhile, a CRPF officer
and an Army jawan, injured in
separate incidents of terrorist

violence last week, succumbed
to their injuries in the last 24
hours in Kashmir valley.

Official sources said,
Assistant sub-inspector of the
Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) Netrapal Singh, who
got injured in a grenade attack
at Ganderbal on December
23, died at a hospital here on
Tuesday.

This has taken the death
toll of CRPF personnel in the
grenade attack to two as a
jawan had succumbed to his
injuries a day after the attack.

Army Havildar A K Tomar
breathed his last at the Army”s
92 base hospital here on
Monday, the officials said.

They said Tomar had sus-
tained grievous injuries during
a gunfight with terrorists in the
Kanigam area of Shopian on
Friday. Two terrorists were
killed in the operation.

The Army paid tributes to
Tomar at a solemn ceremony at
the Badamibagh cantonment.

Tomar (40) had joined the
Indian Army in 2001. He
belonged to Sisauli village in
Uttar Pradesh”s Meerut district.
He is survived by his wife and
two children.  
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Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board authorities are

fully geared up to welcome the
pilgrims on the eve of the New
Year 2021.

The Fresh spell of snowfall
at the cave shrine has already
become an attraction point and
key motivating factor for pil-
grims to pay a visit and offer
special prayers before ushering
in the New Year 2021.   The
Shrine board is also hoping to
record substantial rise in the
total offerings with the increase
in the footfall of pilgrims. On
Sunday the highest number of
around 13,000 pilgrims were
registered by the Shrine Board.

Local markets, which
remained deserted for about
nine months, are already brim-
ming with a lot of activity. 

Street food vendors are
doing brisk business while the
local tour operators, business-
men and hoteliers are also keep-
ing their fingers crossed and
looking forward to welcoming
a large number of pilgrims on
the eve of the New Year 2021.  

For the last three days the
registration counter at the Katra

base camp is recording a grad-
ual increase in the pilgrim traf-
fic.

The numbers are expected
to rise in the run up to the New
Year celebrations as a large
number of pilgrims prefer ush-
ering in the New Year at the cave
shrine, located in the Trikuta
hills.  As of now an upper limit
of 15,000 pilgrims per day has
been fixed by the Union
Territory administration in the
wake of Covid-19 guidelines
and protocols.

During Covid-19 pandem-
ic when the pilgrims were not
able to visit the shrine special
arrangement was made to beam
'live' coverage of Aarti at the
shrine via special mobile app
and arrangements were also
done to home deliver packets of
'prasad' at the doorsteps of a pil-
grim in collaboration with India
post.   Ramesh Kumar, CEO
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine
Board said, “We have received
a very healthy response from the
pilgrims from all over the coun-
try”. We have already delivered
more than 15000 packets and
pilgrims are still booking their
orders via Mobile App and
through the website as well.

Ramesh Kumar said, “keeping
in view the prevailing Covid-19
restrictions, elaborate arrange-
ments have been made to
ensure strict adherence of the
protocol and social distancing
on the eve of the New Year”.

Ramesh Kumar said, “We
are ready to welcome pilgrims
in the New Year ahead and have
made elaborate arrangements to
ensure their safety and securi-
ty”. He said besides offering
them battery car facility, heli-
copter services and better
accommodation facilities we
have ensured adequate medical
care facilities remain in place to
look after the health needs of
any patient during the yatra
period.

The Shrine Board CEO
said, “ambulances have been
deployed along the yatra track
to tackle any emergency”.

Talking about future pro-
jects which are in the pipeline,
Ramesh Kumar said, “ in  the
year 2021 the Shrine Board is
going to install 7 big screens at
different locations to beam visu-
als of Atka Arti live for the ben-
efit of pilgrims. We are also
focusing on expanding the base
of Today's darshan live via

Mobile App.
In addition,  he said, con-

struction work of Durga
bhawan, with a capacity to
accommodate 1700-1800 pil-
grims during one shift is going
to be launched and completed
soon. In addition, 50 percent
work on underground cabling
has been completed while work
is in progress on providing
CCTV surveillance along the
yatra track.  

Rakesh Wazir, President of
the  Katra Hotel and Restaurant
association said, recently we had
appealed to the government to
lift the upper sealing of per-
mitting 15,000 pilgrims per
day. Rakesh Wazir said, “we
have been repeatedly urging the
government to lift the sealing
and allow interstate bus services
to ply normally so that pilgrims
from the neighboring states of
Punjab, Himanchal Pradesh,
Haryana, Delhi and
Rajasthan can smoothly visit
the shrine”.

Wazir said, “all over
India the local governments
have lifted restrictions and
pilgrim traffic is moving
smoothly. The UT adminis-
tration must respond to their

demands to allow them to
restart their businesses, which
suffered huge losses on account
of complete shutdown due to
Covid-19 pandemic”. Rakesh
Wazir said, “majority of pilgrims
visiting Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine are returning the same
day and only a small fraction is
staying back and looking for
hotel accommodations”.

Ramji Lal, a tourist from
Bharatpur area of Rajasthan
told this correspondent in Katra,
we are a group of 103 pilgrims
from Rajasthan who visited the
cave shrine. We wanted to come
earlier but due to restrictions we
stayed back. He appreciated
the facilities and other logistics
support extended by the Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine
board authorities to facilitate pil-
grimage.

Kolkata: Now corona virus has
started hitting the neo-natal
arena with two cases appearing
from East Midnapore.

According to sources in the
State Health Department two
infants have been identified
with suffering from the dead-
ly virus and had been under-
going treatment at a private
hospital at Kolaghat 60 km off
Kolkata. The incident came to
light when the two patients
showed corona like symptoms.
“Anti-body was found in their
body,” doctors said adding both
the patients were serious and
were in neo-natal care unit.

The first victim is 6-day-
old and the second one is 13-
day-old, said the doctors treat-
ing them adding “while one is
from Haldia the other is from
Bhagbanpur both in East
Midnapore.”

Though the doctors could
not confirm for sure how the
patients contacted the disease
they said the little ones might
have got the virus from their
mothers who were not tested
before admission or during
delivery.
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AVarsha Raut, wife of Shiv Sena
leader Sanjay Raut, on Tuesday

sought and obtained four more days’
time to appear before the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) in
connection with the PMC Bank
scam, even as her husband and Sena
MP said that being a lawmaker him-
self, he respected law and would
respond to the notice as per the stip-
ulated timeline.

Talking to media persons here,
Raut said: “We have asked for about
four more days ( to respond to
notice)... I have still not seen the notice
but will reply to it. Despite our polit-
ical differences (with the ruling BJP
at the Centre), we respect the central
agencies. The ED action is nothing but

political vendetta and everybody
knows it. I am a Rajya Sabha MP and
a lawmaker. I will respect the law and
will respond to the notice”.
Unconfirmed reports said that Varsha
had sought time till January 5 to
appear before the ED.   

The ED is investigating alleged
financial transactions between Varsha
Raut and Pravin Raut, who is under
arrest in the PMC Bank case.

The ED is understood to have laid
hands on the details linking transac-
tions between the accounts of Varsha
and Pravin Raut. Meanwhile, former
MP and BJP leader Kirit Somaiya
demanded to know as to what is the
relation between Varsha Raut and
Pravin Raut. “This is the 3rd
Summons of ED. Sanjay Raut Family
not appearing before ED Why Sanjay

Raut Family running away? ED
Investigating Crores of Rupees
Transactions between PMC Bank,
HDIL, Pravin Raut Family & Sanjay
Raut Family What is Special Relations
of Sanjay Raut Pravin Raut Family,”
Somaiya tweeted.

Along with his second tweet,
Somaiya  put out a copy of company
master sheet of Siddhant Syscon Pvt
Ltd, of which he alleged Varsha
Sanjay Raut & Madhuri Pravin Raut
were directors. “#SanjayRaut Sach
Bolo. Raut Families are Partners.
Varsha Sanjay Raut & Madhuri Pravin
Raut were Directors in Siddhant
Syscon Pvt Ltd #PravinRaut Director
in HDIL's Subsidiary GuruAshish
Construction Co Crores of Rupees
transferred from #PMCBank to
#HDIL to Raut's Companies,” the BJP

leader tweeted. It may be recalled that
on September 24 last year placed
Punjab & Maharashtra Cooperative
(PMC) Bank Ltd under regulatory
restrictions, following the detection of
the scam.

The ED registered a case of
money laundering against HDIL pro-
moter Rakesh Kumar Wadhawan, his
son Sarang Wadhawan, Waryam
Singh and Joy Thomas, the then
Chairman and Managing Director of
PMC Bank Ltd, respectively and oth-
ers on the basis of an FIR registered
by the Mumbai Police's Economic
Offences Wing in September last year.
The FIR was registered for causing
wrongful loss to the tune of Rs 4,355
crore to PMC Bank and correspond-
ing gain to themselves.

Hitting out at the BJP-led NDA

for “misusing” its investigating agen-
cies against its political rivals, Raut had
said at a news conference here on
Monday : “Targetting the women of
a household is an act of cowardice. We
are not scared of anyone and will
respond accordingly. The BJP’s act
reflects its frustration against him,
owing to his role in the formation of
the Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) gov-
ernment in the state last year and his
refusal to yield to pressure to make it
unstable”.

Raut, it may be recalled , had
played a key role in bringing the Shiv
Sena, NCP and Congress, together to
form a three-party alliance govern-
ment in Maharashtra in  November
last year.

Asserting that the BJP should
learn to learn to face political battles

should be “fought face to face” instead
of using its investigating agencies
against political rivals, Raut said:  “I
have spoken to Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray in this regard. The
Shiv Sena will respond to the BJP in
its own way. There’s no need to
panic”.

Alluding to the “blatant misuse”
of the Central investigating agencies
against its political rivals, Raut had
said: “During the past one year, our
leaders like Sharad Pawar, Eknath
Khadse and Pratap Sarnaik got notices
from the ED. Now I am being dis-
cussed in connection with the sum-
mons issued to my wife... All those
who played key roles in the formation
of MVA government last year are
being targeted by the BJP-led   gov-
ernment through various agencies”.



The vertical split in the
Nepal Communist Party
(NCP) was inevitable.
After all, it was an arti-

ficial alliance of two ideological
variants of Marxist-Leninist ide-
ology and bitter rivalry between
two unrelenting leaders —
Prachanda, who led the Maoists
in the civil war and set the stage
for transformation in Nepal, and
Prime Minister KP Oli (United
Marxist-Leninist) who created
the tsunami of nationalism to
sweep the polls on a largely
anti-India sentiment. The merg-
er of the two parties and power-
sharing on the basis of votes won
was at the root of the “two-and-
a-half years each” agreement
between Oli and Prachanda
becoming untenable. The
attempt at gluing fractures fol-
lowing multiple crises was also
bound to fail.

The key actors in Nepal’s
make-and-mend process are
President BD Bhandari and
Chinese Ambassador Hou Yanqi.
For China, it is a no-holds-
barred effort to maintain unity in
the NCP which it had helped to
forge and establish primacy in
Nepal over India for the first time
in nearly 200 years. Its ongoing
salvage operation includes dis-
patch of a four-member Chinese
Communist Party (CCP) delega-
tion to Kathmandu over the
weekend to patch up the Oli-
Prachanda feud with whatever it
takes. China wants Oli to remain
the Prime Minister,  with
Prachanda and former Prime
Minister Madhav Nepal as the
party’s co-chairs, no revival of
Parliament and elections, when-
ever feasible. But the players are
keeping their options open.

Global Times, though, has
reported that China has no pref-
erence for any party; it just
wants a stable Government.
India’s anodyne statement that
“we have noted recent political
developments in Nepal; these are
internal matters for Nepal to
decide as per its democratic
process”, does not mean that it is
a bystander. The split has also
destabilised six of the seven
NCP provincial governments.

While both sides have
appealed to the Election
Commission for ownership of
the party’s name and symbol, the
Supreme Court will decide
whether the dissolution of the
House was legal and whether its
revival is possible, and start the
hearings next week. The mid-
term elections slated for

April/May 2021 are unlikely to
be held on time. Oli has
expanded his Cabinet, accom-
modating several of
Prachanda’s people.
Conspicuous is the lack of sup-
port and empathy for Oli’s
unconstitutional and 
undemocratic actions with
nearly all political parties and
civil society condemning his
move, the latter even calling 
it ‘Oli-garchy’.

On the streets of
Kathmandu, people are saying
“India has done it”, or that
“There was a phone call from
Delhi.” Some reports are sug-
gesting that Oli and/or Foreign
Minister Pradip Gyawali
would visit New Delhi short-
ly, the latter mentioned on
Monday by Nepali
Ambassador to India
Nilambar Acharya. When
India was the dominant power
in that country, Nepal’s crises
were blamed on New Delhi’s
“micro-management”. Now
China is being accused of
interfering in Nepal’s internal
affairs after Yanqi began her
latest round of interventions.
Last week’s protest held out-
side the Chinese Embassy in
Kathmandu was an extreme-
ly rare event as the media and
public angst is generally
reserved against India.

The Nepalese are linking
the “phone call” to the flying
visit to Kathmandu in October
by R&AW chief Samant Goel,
who had a long conversation
with Oli that extended beyond

midnight. If India is 
indeed behind the friendly
persuasion of Oli in dissolving
Parliament, it is a victory for 
the “agencies”, the name by
which R&AW is called in
Nepal. For India, the breakup
of the NCP is a triumph for
NSA Ajit Doval.

In the past, the “agencies”
have failed also spectacularly:
Preventing the Dasehra
alliance of the Left parties in
October 2017 or Nepal’s
Constitution-making coup in
2015. On both occasions, India
was stumped. Chinese intelli-
gence saved the short-lived
Oli-Prachanda coalition
Government once in 2017 but
not the second time when
Prachanda split and joined
the Nepali Congress-led coali-
tion. China supported the Left
Alliance in the 2017 elections
and the merger of the Alliance
into the NCP.

The CCP and the NCP
enjoy fraternal relations and
the Chinese party’s ideologues
have been teaching the NCP
cadres the “Xi Jinping
Thought”. China is invested
heavily in Nepal — politically,
economically, militarily and
people to people. They will not
easily give up their recent pre-
eminence in Nepal.

Two scenarios are being
predicted. First, no revival of
Parliament and no elections as
scheduled, with Oli carrying
on as the caretaker Prime
Minister indefinitely. Informed
observers say this is an Oli-

fixed match that India is sup-
porting. The second scenario
envisions restoration of
Parliament, a coalition
Government formed by
Prachanda-NCP with support
from the Nepali Congress and
the Janata Samajwadi Party
Nepal. This combination along
with its variant — Deuba sup-
porting Oli in forming the
Government — has been doing
the rounds for a long time.
There is a third outcome which
the Chinese are pursuing:
Same as the first scenario but
with the NCP reunited and
Prachanda and Madhav Nepal
as party co-chairs. No one has
so far petitioned for a caretak-
er Government for elections
like the one in 2012 headed by
Chief Justice Khilraj Regmi.

In 1994, Prime Minister
GP Koirala’s dissolution of the
House was upheld by the
Supreme Court. In 1995, Prime
Minister Manmohan Adhikari
dissolved his minority
Government but the House
was revived. In 2002, King
Gyanendra dismissed Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
for failure to hold elections,
calling him “incompetent”.

The same year, when the
Deuba faction split from the
NC under GP Koirala to form
the NC (Democratic), the sym-
bol and name of the party was
retained by the Koirala faction.
Consequent to the lessons
from frequent turnover of
Governments (11 Prime
Ministers in 12 years), the

2015 republican Constitution
made no provision for dissolu-
tion of the House.

Neither Oli nor Prachanda
want to be seen as splitting 
the party. Currently, the deck
is arrayed in favour of
Prachanda retaining the
party’s name and symbol, the
Sun. He has the support of 
300 of the 441 Central
Committee members and 100
of the 176 lawmakers. While
the EC will take a call on the
ownership of the party’s name
and symbol, the Supreme
Court will determine the 
legality and wisdom of termi-
nating Parliament after 31
months, with more than two
years of its term remaining.

The Doval game plan
appears to be to support both
sides: Oli to keep Parliament
in abeyance and hold elections
later, and Prachanda to keep
the party divided even if the
House is restored. China is
betting on both too, but to
keep its flock together. Oli’s
Finance Minister Bishnu
Poudel came up with this
gem: “China should be happy.
It has two NCPs — one in
Government and the other
trying to restore the old one.”
Best of both worlds is not a
Happy 2021 for Nepal!

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander, IPKF
South, Sri Lanka, and founder
member of the Defence Planning
Staff, currently the Integrated
Defence Staff. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — This refers to the article
‘The media must become the
voice of people’ (December 29).
With the world “media” or the
Fourth Estate comes to mind a
sense of honesty, responsibili-
ty, transparency, truth and clar-
ity of expression about all the
important developments hap-
pening domestically and
around the world.

The media’s role assumes
significance as it keeps people
abreast of news and explains the
nuances of complicated and
intricate issues. The role of the
media in disseminating infor-
mation and spreading awareness
against Government policies
also keeps the ruling dispensa-
tion on its toes. The elected rep-
resentatives often cite the issues
raised by the media to attract the
attention of the Government to
people’s concerns.

This is really a sorry state of
affairs that the media seems to
have lost track of important
news and is focusing its energy
and attention on several mun-
dane and insignificant issues
only to obfuscate the matters of
public interests.

Azhar A Khan
Rampur

�������������
Sir — The recent announcement
by the Railway Board regarding
the complete electrification of its
railway network by 2023 is a wel-
come step. The Railways is much
dependent on fossil fuel and the
diesel-powered locos affect the
environment badly. The electri-
fication of its entire network will
reduce carbon emission levels

and make it a highly sustainable
and eco-friendly organisation.

The 2023 target should be
achieved well in time by work-
ing in phases across all the rail-
way zones, including the railway
lines along the Konkan Railway
route. The complete electrifica-
tion move would bring immense
opportunities to the Indian
Railways, both in terms of pas-

senger commute and freight
traffic, and may help identify
ways to reduce the burden on the
exchequer. The organisation
should make all the efforts to
inch closer towards achieving
eco-friendly electrified lines by
doing away with diesel-pow-
ered locos by 2023.

Varun Dambal
Bengaluru
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Sir — The plight of migrant
workers after the outbreak of
the COVID-19 virus will
remain imprinted in our minds
for a long time, perhaps as long
as we live.

However, the scene around
us wasn’t all bleak all the time.
Punctuating the poignant
images we saw around us most
of the time, were also stories of
grit, determination and heroism.

The sheer dedication of
doctors, healthcare staff, police-
men,  suppliers of daily needs,
safai karamcharis et al stood out
and we honoured them with a
new name, Corona Warriors.
Indeed, they helped millions of
Indians by putting their own
lives in danger. 

While the pandemic
showed us the positive side of
humanity, poor public health-
care infrastructure was once
again exposed. Hopefully, the
Government has learnt its
lessons and will now pay swift
attention to improving it on a
war footing.

Bal Govind
Noida
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This was a unique year in many different
ways and is bound to be remembered as
one of the most eventful ones in living

memory. However challenging it might have
been for Governments, world leaders and the
common man, for the Indian judiciary, 2020 was
a year of major challenges and lost opportuni-
ties. It was unusual for the judiciary and partic-
ularly for the apex court, because the challenges
posed before it were unprecedented and the
expectations from it were extraordinarily high.
This was a year of major constitutional changes,
the consequences of which were exacerbated by
the Coronavirus pandemic and the challenges
posed by it. For the judiciary, particularly the
Supreme Court of India, this could have been
an opportunity that it might have wanted to grab
on to and send out a strong message that it func-
tions independently. 

It should have sent out the message that it
is not an executive court: An image that has been
associated with it only recently. However, at the
end of the year, the results are starkly different
and suffice it to say that they don’t seem to be
in favour of the top court. 

At the end of last year, the Centre had
brought in the Citizenship Amendment Act
(CAA). The challenge to the constitutionality of
the CAA and its supposedly deadly combination
with the National Register of Citizens (NRC) and
later the National Population Register (NPR) was
brought before the Supreme Court. 

The CAA is arguably one of the most con-
troversial pieces of legislation in the recent past.
The Act amends the Citizenship Act of 1955 and
allows Indian citizenship for Hindus, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Jains, Parsis and Christians who have
fled from the neighbouring Muslim majority
countries of Pakistan, Bangladesh and
Afghanistan due to religious persecution or fear
of religious persecution. This is all well and good
and a helpful move for the people fleeing per-
secution. However, the Act perpetuates the exclu-
sion of many who have already sought and con-
tinue to take shelter in this country. 

Reports have shown that State Governments
in several parts of the country have started con-
structing detention centres for those who will
now become illegal immigrants in the country
they have considered to be their motherland and
have contributed to as well. Those who have been
a witness and part of its growth and development
story. 

In a democracy, when governments turn
majoritarian the only option left before the peo-
ple is to either protest or seek a remedy before
the courts. There were widespread protests
against the CAA across the country. The
Shaheen Bagh protest in the Capital had
acquired international fame because of its
relentless effort to start a dialogue with the State.
The State, on the other hand, had continuous-
ly termed the protest and the protesters “anti-
national.” 

In extreme distress, several petitioners
approached the court under Article 32 of the
Constitution of India challenging the constitu-
tionality of the CAA and the NRC. The respon-
dents, in another petition, also approached the
court challenging the right to protest of the pro-
testors at Shaheen Bagh. In the Amit Sahni vs.
Commissioner of Police case, it was argued that
the protestors must not be allowed to protest at

public places for an indefinite period
because such demonstrations cause
extreme inconvenience to the public at
large and would, therefore, fall within
the ambit of the restrictions within
Article 19(2). So, at this point, there
were two petitions tabled before the
court: One on the constitutionality of
the CAA and the second on the pro-
tester’s right to protest at public spaces. 

The court has until today not
heard the CAA petition, whereas the
judgment in the second petition has
already been delivered, wherein the
court has held that public places can-
not be occupied for an indefinite peri-
od for the purpose of a protest and that
the State must provide an alternative
spot for the same. This, especially when
the Government was arresting protest-
ers from several parts of the country.

Even until this day, members from
the ruling party continue to make state-
ments during election rallies with
respect to throwing out illegal immi-
grants from the country and the
Supreme Court has still not heard the
matter to clear the air of confusion sur-
rounding it. This has led to the ruling
party gaining more and more ground
electorally while the protest seems to
seep down to irrelevancy with every
passing day. 

Similar is the fate of the petition
that is pending before the court against
the abrogation of Article 370 that
took place on August 5, 2019. There
were three kinds of pleas before the
court post the abrogation. First were
the habeas corpus petitions against the
detention of several prominent polit-
ical leaders in the Valley. 

Former Chief Ministers and Union
Ministers who have served not just the
people of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K)

but also the country were locked up
and detained for more than a year and
many continue to be detained even
today. Many habeas corpus petitions are
pending before the court and no judg-
ment has been delivered to date. Many
of these petitions have become infruc-
tuous after the executive branch of the
State decided to release the detainees.
But the court took no notice of it. 

Second were the batch of petitions
on media restrictions and communi-
cations blackout. To its credit, the court
passed a pathbreaking judgment in the
Anuradha Bhasin and Ghulam Nabi
Azad vs. Union of India case this year,
upholding the freedom of speech and
expression through the internet.
However, the judgment was not fol-
lowed by the J&K Administration and
a contempt petition is pending before
the court for over eight months now.
The challenge to the constitutionality
of abrogation of Article 370 is also
pending for more than a year.  

The court faced flak also with
respect to its selective outrage on the
issue of arrest of citizens, social
activists, politicians, free thinkers and
writers. The stark dichotomy became
a matter of contention and citizens
went on to criticise the court on every
social media platform. Many journal-
ists and social activists are under
arrest even today and the court has
taken little to no notice of it, citing
some technical ground on which the
petitioners have failed to establish
their case. 

The last issue that I would like to
briefly touch upon is the Electoral Bond
Scheme. The Finance Bill, 2017, intro-
duced electoral bonds, that are inter-
est-free bearer bonds. It is an instru-
ment that is used to donate money to

political parties. The parties involved
will probably be a donor, a political
party and the Reserve Bank of India —
which acts as the intermediary. Such a
scheme introduced in India is one that
is first of its kind in a democracy.
Political parties are being funded in a
non-transparent way and such a
scheme would only add to the wounds
of Indian democracy. The scheme was
challenged before the court as early as
2018; however, the top court has not
heard the matter until today. 

The fact that the judiciary was in
the news this year for the way it has
functioned in the recent past is trou-
bling. Contempt petitions against those
criticising its style of functioning were
evidence of the fact that the judiciary
has narrowed its understanding of the
role it is supposed to play in a democ-
racy. Citizens have either ways taken to
the streets this year and have protest-
ed in solidarity with those who have
been at the wrong end of the rope when
it comes to the protection of their fun-
damental rights. 

While 2020 was a year of major
challenges and lost opportunities, 2021
will be a year of aspirations from the
judiciary. Parties before the courts will
want to see a different image of the
judiciary: One that is more empathet-
ic, strong, a protector of people’s fun-
damental rights, authoritative and one
that doesn’t back down before the exec-
utive. Citizens would want their caus-
es to be heard with more alacrity and
more concern. In the new year the judi-
ciary needs to redefine its role in a
democracy and it cannot be the one
that it has chosen to play in 2020.

(The writer is from the National
Law University, Visakhapatnam. The
views expressed are personal.)
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As we approach 2021, we can-
not help looking back at the
trail of death and devastation

left behind by the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The year 2020 was no less
than a nightmare as governments
worldwide grappled with the virus
even as the global economy plum-
meted to a new low, leaving millions
unemployed and at their wits’ end. 

During the fight against
COVID-19 in India, environmental
concerns and priorities took a back
seat as the Government put all its
weight behind fighting the deadly
virus and its socio-economic impact

on the nation. As per the latest count,
India had a total of 10,224,797
COVID cases and 1,48,190 casualties,
while the number of cases worldwide
touched 81,767,170 with 1,784,026
people succumbing to the infection.

The successive waves of infection
and the lockdown necessitated by the
COVID-19 pandemic left India’s
economy shattered and ruined.
Unemployment figures drastically
rose from 6.7 per cent in March to
26 per cent in April, which translates
to nearly 140 million people losing
their jobs in a shockingly short span
of time.

Further, during the same period,
business activity fell sharply from 82
per cent to 44 per cent, followed by
the largest ever Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) contraction of minus
24 per cent in the First Quarter (Q1)
of the Financial Year (FY) 2020-21.
In fact, the Indian economy is esti-
mated to have suffered a loss of  �7-
8 trillion during the first 21 days of
the lockdown. The world has not
fared well either. According to a study

conducted by the Asian
Development Bank, the economic
losses triggered by the pandemic are
expected to hit nearly $8 trillion,
which is nearly nine per cent of the
global GDP.

Among the adverse impacts of
the pandemic, much less debated or
talked about is the severe blow to
women in the workforce. Many of the
women, who lost their jobs or took
time off during the pandemic in
India and globally, are now finding
it difficult to return to any gainful
employment. Adding to their woes
are a host of factors including
unavailability of domestic help, the
burden of household chores, care
work and online schooling of chil-
dren forced to stay at home during
the pandemic.

Other factors, too, have dealt an
unexpected blow to the economy
which suddenly finds itself bereft of
30 per cent of its dedicated and
skilled workforce. This has not only
impacted household finances but also
proved to be a setback to gender

equality at the workplace. According
to the Zinnov-Intel Gender Diversity
study only 11 per cent of the Indian
working women make it to top
leadership positions compared to the
global average of above 20 per cent.
This bleak scenario is set to get worse
as women find it difficult to find jobs
in the current environment.

Needless to say, these extraordi-
nary circumstances have sent
Government departments into a
tizzy and the overburdened admin-
istrative machinery has been unable
to pay attention to other pressing
areas that were already in a critical
stage before the outbreak.

Environmental deterioration in
the wake of climate change spurred
by rising greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions was a contentious issue,
with feverish debates and delibera-
tions happening both on the nation-
al and international forums.
However, the contagion put an
abrupt halt to all this. For a belea-
guered environment, this is akin to
a death knell.

Even before the pandemic hit the
world, the deteriorating state of the
environment and the impact of cli-
mate change were putting a huge
strain on the economy. A report pre-
pared by the United Nations titled
‘Economic Losses, Poverty and
Disasters 1998-2018’ pegged the
losses suffered by the Indian econo-
my due to climate change at $79.5 bil-
lion in a period of two decades. This
underlines the pitiable condition of
the environment and the toll it is tak-
ing on our economy.

The pandemic has taught us
many painful and expensive lessons
besides revealing the vulnerabilities
and the strengths of our nation.
Amid this suffering, an optimistic
India must discover the silver lining
and chart the future course keeping
the best interests of the environment
in mind. The gravity of the pandem-
ic forced us to evolve the best
response mechanism that was able to
mitigate the spread of the infection
to a certain extent, which bought us
some time to develop a vaccine. The

same determination now needs to be
applied to climate change adaption,
environmental preservation and sus-
tainable development.

More or less, the strategies adopt-
ed to tackle the COVID-19 pandem-
ic should also be applied in handling
the problem of environmental degra-
dation. The very first stage in fight-
ing the contagion involved accepting
the problem. As the pandemic struck,
the affected nations, especially India,
rapidly acknowledged the problem
and set about addressing it. The same
strategy needs to be followed for han-
dling environmental deterioration
and exploitation. We need to active-
ly understand and acknowledge the
depth of the problem that pollution
and climate change present. 

Second, the COVID-19 out-
break has shown a superlative level
of communication between the
Government and the common man.
This raised the level of public aware-
ness regarding the pandemic and
helped in ensuring that each and
every member of the community

became aware of the infection and
the safety protocols. This became one
of the largest public awareness pro-
grammes ever conducted in India. A
similar large-scale public awareness
programme must be kick-started by
the Government for the conservation
of the environment.

Third, the Government showed
exemplary will by strictly enforcing
the rules pertaining to COVID-19
prevention and management. It
ensured that people adhered to
COVID protocols and procedures
that helped slow the transmission of
the infection. This kind of enforce-
ment, if practised for preserving the
environment and ensuring climate
change adaption, will go a long way
in preserving the environment and
protecting it. As we enter 2021, one
can only hope that the Government
will put its might behind fighting cli-
mate change and environmental
degradation.

(The writer is an environmental
journalist. The views expressed are
personal.)
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Paris: More journalists are
being killed outside of war
zones, and the overwhelming
majority of this year’s grim total
of at least 50 dead were delib-
erately targeted, many of them
murdered while investigating
organized crime, corruption
and environmental degrada-
tion, Reporters Without
Borders said Tuesday.

Its tally of journalists and
media workers killed in con-
nection with their work by
mid-December was just slight-

ly lower than in 2019, when the
press freedom group counted
53 dead, even though many

journalists reported less from
the field in 2020 because of the
coronavirus pandemic.

The group said 68% were
killed outside of war zones this
year. That confirms a trend

noted by the group since 2016,
when only four out of 10 deaths
were in countries not at war.

Targeted killings of jour-
nalists surged in 2020, account-
ing for 84% of deaths, sharply
up from 63% in 2019, the
group said.

It again listed Mexico as the
deadliest country for media
workers, counting at least eight
journalists killed there in con-
nection with their work in 2020.
Among them was Julio Valdivia,
a newspaper reporter whose
decapitated body was found in
September in an area ridden
with organised crime. AP
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Astrong earthquake hit
Croatia on Tuesday, with

some injuries reported as well
as considerable damages to
roofs and buildings southeast
of the capital.

The European
Mediterranean Seismological
Center said an earthquake of
6.3 magnitude hit 46 kilome-
ters (17 miles) southeast of

Zagreb. Initial reports said the
earthquake caused wide dam-
age, collapsing roofs, building
facades and even some entire
buildings.

The same area was struck
by a 5.2 quake on Monday.

The regional N1 televi-
sion reported live Tuesday
from the town of Petrinja,
which was hard-hit in the
Monday quake, that a col-
lapsed building had fallen on

a car. The footage showed fire-
fighters trying to remove the
debris from the car, which
was buried underneath. The
report said a man apparently
was in the car when the quake
hit.

The earthquake was felt
throughout the country and in
neighboring Serbia and
Bosnia.

The same area was struck
with a 5.2 quake on Monday. 

Tehran: The first study of the
safety and effectiveness of a
coronavirus vaccine in Iran
began Tuesday, state TV report-
ed, with dozens due to receive
the domestically developed shot
in the hardest-hit country in the
Middle East.

The vaccine, produced by
Shifa Pharmed, part of a state-
owned pharmaceutical con-
glomerate, is the first in the
country to reach human trials.
Rouhani has said Iran is coop-
erating with a “foreign country”
to produce another vaccine
expected to run in tests in vol-
unteers in February, without
offering further details.  AP

Dhaka: Five Bangladesh navy
ships carrying more than 1,700
Rohingya refugees left the
southeastern port city of
Chittagong on Tuesday for an
isolated island where they will
be relocated despite concerns
among human rights groups
about their safety.

The refugees were expect-
ed to reach Bhashan Char

island after a three-hour naval
journey, a government official
involved with the process said.
The official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity
because he was not authorized
to talk to the media, said the
refugees were taken to
Chittagong from their camps in
Cox’s Bazar by buses on
Monday and stayed overnight

in a temporary camp.
Authorities insist the

refugees were selected for relo-
cation based on their willing-
ness, and that no pressure was
applied on them. But several
human rights and activist
groups say some were forced to
go to the island, located 21
miles (34 kilometers) from the
mainland.  AP

Hong Kong: Relatives of the 10
Hong Kongers accused of flee-
ing the city by speedboat dur-
ing a government crackdown
on dissent say they’ve been
informed that the group plead-
ed guilty and that the verdicts
will be delivered by a court in
mainland China on Wednesday.

The families were
informed by court-appointed
lawyers on Tuesday, according
to the 12 Hongkongers
Concern Group, which is
assisting the families of the
detainees.

The 10 defendants all faced
charges of illegally crossing
the border, while two of them

faced additional charges of
organizing the attempt, accord-
ing to an indictment issued in
the southern city of Shenzhen.

The trials began on Monday
afternoon, according to a state-
ment issued by the Shenzhen
Yantian District court.

Separate hearings were
expected for two minors who
were also aboard the boat that
was apparently heading for
Taiwan when it was stopped by
the Chinese coast guard on
Aug. 23.

The defendants are
believed to have feared they
would be prosecuted for their
past activities in support of

Hong Kong’s democratic oppo-
sition.

Hong Kong media reports
said at least one may have had
a warrant out for his arrest
under a tough new national
security law imposed on the
semi-autonomous territory by
Beijing in June.

Relatives of the defendants
say that they have been pre-
vented from hiring their own
lawyers and that the accusa-
tions are politically motivated. 

The defendants can be
sentenced to up to a year in
prison for crossing the border
and seven years for organising
the trip. AP

Kathmandu: Chairman of the
ruling Nepal Communist Party’s
rival faction Madhav Kumar
Nepal said on Tuesday that the
party could still be united if
Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli
was willing to accept his mis-
takes, as thousands of protesters
marched through the streets of
Kathmandu against the disso-
lution of Parliament.

Madhav Nepal made the
comments while addressing a
massive protest rally organised
by his faction in Kathmandu,
which was attended by former
prime ministers Pushpa Kamal
Dahal ‘Prachanda’ and Jhala
Nath Khanal.

“We are ready to forget
everything if Oli accepts his mis-
takes,” Madhav Nepal, the for-
mer prime minister who has
replaced Oli as chairman of the
Prachanda-led faction, told the
rally.

He also accused Prime
Minister Oli of practicing anti-
democratic activities by making
decisions against the
Constitution and the general
public.

“All the political parties,
intellectuals, teachers, students
and public are on the streets
against the unconstitutional
move of the Oli-led government.
The lower house will soon be
revived,” Madhav Nepal was

quoted as saying by My
Republica newspaper.

Nepal plunged into a polit-
ical crisis on December 20 after
Prime Minister Oli, known for
his pro-Beijing leanings, in a sur-
prise move, recommended dis-
solving the 275-member House,
amidst a tussle for power with
Prachanda.

Acting on the prime minis-
ter’s recommendation, President
Bidya Devi Bhandari dissolved
the House the same day and
announced fresh elections on
April 30 and May 10, sparking
protests from a large section of
the NCP led by Prachanda, also
a co-chair of the ruling party.

Addressing the rally,
Prachanda said that Prime
Minister Oli’s recent move to

dissolve the House of
Representatives is aimed at
killing federalism and republi-
canism which were achieved
after decades of struggle by the
people.

“The act of dissolving par-
liament is totally unconstitu-
tional. It has taken the country
toward another round of polit-
ical instability.

“We did not even imagine
that we would be forced to take
to the streets against Oli’s regres-
sive move. Now, we have to fight
collectively against this move,”
said Prachanda, who claims
control over the ruling party
after removing Prime Minister
KP Sharma Oli from the posts
of the party’s parliamentary
leader and chair. PTI 
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Wilmington: President-elect
Joe Biden is warning of massive
damage done to the national
security apparatus by the Trump
administration and “roadblocks”
in communication between
agency officials and his transi-
tion team that could undermine
Americans’ security.

During remarks on
Monday in Wilmington,
Delaware, Biden said his team
has faced “obstruction” from the
“political leadership” at the
Defense Department and the
Office of Management and
Budget as they’ve sought to
gather necessary information to
continue the transition of power.

“Right now we just aren’t
getting all the information that
we need from the outgoing
administration in key national
security areas. It’s nothing short,
in my view, of irresponsibility,”
Biden said.

He warned that his team
needs “full visibility” into the
budget process at the Defense
Department “in order to avoid
any window of confusion or
catch-up that our adversaries
may try to exploit”.

Biden’s remarks came after
he was briefed by members of
his national security and

defense teams and advisers,
including his nominees for
secretary of State, Defense and
Homeland Security, as well as
his incoming national securi-
ty adviser.

The president-elect said his
team found that agencies “crit-
ical to our security have
incurred enormous damage”
during President Donald
Trump’s time in office. AP
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Dharamshala: The Tibetan
Parliament in exile has
expressed gratitude to United
States President Donald Trump
for signing a new Tibet policy.

On Sunday, Trump signed
the Tibetan Policy and Support
Act of 2020 to modify and re-
authorise various programmes
and provisions related to Tibet.
The bill reaffirms the right of
Tibetans to choose a successor
to the Dalai Lama and calls for
establishing an American con-
sulate in the country.

In a statement issued by the
Dharamshala-based Tibetan
Parliament in exile, its Speaker
Pema Jungney said, “This act
officially endorses that recog-
nition of the reincarnation of
the Dalai Lama is the sole
authority of the great XIV Dalai
Lama, the Tibetan Buddhist
leaders and the Tibetan people
with no interference from the
Chinese government (People’s
Republic of China).”

“This act also recognises
the importance of the Tibetan

Plateau and the threat that cli-
mate change poses on Tibet,”
the statement said.

“Over the years, the presi-
dents of the United States of
America have consistently sup-
ported the Tibet cause and we
are immensely grateful for your
indefatigable support in taking
strong measures against China,
a government that is econom-
ically the most powerful yet
having the record of worst
human rights violations,” it
added. PTI 
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Washington: Several
Republicans have sued US Vice
President Mike Pence in an
improbable bid to overturn
President-elect Joe Biden’s vic-
tory, according to media
reports.

The last-ditch legal effort,
filed on Sunday, came from
Representative Louie Gohmert,
an eight-term congressman
from Texas, along with 11
Arizona residents who had been
nominated by that state’s
Republican Party to serve as
electors, The Hill reported. PTI  
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Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty scaled

fresh record highs on Tuesday,
extending their bull run for the
fifth straight session on the
back of gains in banking and IT
stocks.

The BSE gauge Sensex set-
tled with gains of 259.33 points
or 0.55 per cent at a new clos-
ing high of 47,613.08.

Starting off on a bullish
note, the 30-share index went
on to hit its all-time intraday
high of 47,714.55 before paring
some gains.

Likewise, the NSE barom-
eter Nifty ended higher by
59.40 points or 0.43 per cent at
a fresh closing high of
13,932.60. Intraday, the 50-
share Nifty marked its all-time

record at 13,967.60.
“Financials helped key

Indices to close the day well
into positive territory with the
broader markets seeing
demand for gas stocks. The day
also witnessed upmoves in
names that are not usually
seen frequently amongst gain-

ers as savvy investors were
seen scouting for value in a Bull
Market,” S Ranganathan, Head
of Research at LKP Securities
said.

On the Sensex chart,
IndusInd Bank, Axis Bank, Tech
Mahindra, HDFC, ICICI Bank,
HCL Tech, HDFC Bank, SBI
and ITC were prominent gain-
ers. On the other hand, Nestle,
NTPC, PowerGrid, Dr Reddy,
Reliance Industries, ONGC and
Mahindra & Mahindra were
among the losers.

Sectorally, banking index
rallied 1.41 per cent, followed
by finance (1.06 per cent) and
IT (0.65 per cent).

Of the 19 sectoral indices,
12 ended in the red and seven
in the green. Among the top
losers, BSE metal, power and
energy slid up to 1.32 per cent.
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Rising for the fourth straight
session, the rupee appre-

ciated by 7 paise to close at
73.42 against the US dollar on
Tuesday, amid heavy buying in
domestic equities and unabat-
ed foreign fund inflows.

A weaker greenback in the
overseas markets also sup-
ported the rupee, forex deal-
ers said.

At the interbank forex
market, the domestic unit
opened at 73.42 against the US
dollar and witnessed an intra-
day high of 73.34 and a low of
73.44.

The local unit finally set-
tled at 73.42 against the
American currency, register-
ing a rise of 7 paise over its
previous close.

On Monday, the rupee
had settled at 73.49 against the
US dollar.

Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty scaled fresh
record highs on Tuesday,
extending their bull run for
the fifth straight session on the
back of gains in banking and
IT stocks.

The BSE gauge Sensex
settled with gains of 259.33
points or 0.55 per cent at a
new closing high of 47,613.08.
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The Government’s proposal
to make dual front airbags

mandatory will lead to increase
in price and vehicle manufac-
turers should absorb the major
hike in costs to prevent impact
on sales, the Federation of
Automobile Dealers
Associations (FADA) said on
Tuesday.

In a draft notification, the
Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways (MoRTH) pro-
posed to make it mandatory for
automakers to provide an
airbag for the front passenger,
over and above the existing
airbag for the driver of pas-
senger vehicles.

The Ministry has proposed
April 1, 2021 as the date for
implementation of the move
for new models, while it has set
a deadline of June 1, 2021 for

existing models.
“FADA welcomes

MoRTH’s intention for man-
dating dual front airbags. This
is a much needed safety norm
which India should adopt and
be at par with global standards,”
FADA president Vinkesh
Gulati said in a statement.

He, however, added that
while the Government’s vision
to make driving safer for its cit-
izens is appreciated, it will def-
initely increase the price of
vehicles.

The implementation of BS-

VI emission norms led to a big
price increase, and this will also
come with a price increase, he
added.

“We hope OEMs (original
equipment manufacturers)
should absorb the major cost of
input due to the second airbag
as it will impact the sales in
short-term which will be bad
for the industry, which is able
to show growth on MoM
(month-on-month) basis, but
still lags in YoY (year-on-year)
basis after Covid hit us hard,”
Gulati said.
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With an epic battle of bil-
lionaires for supremacy

in one of the world’s most pro-
lific markets and a pandemic-
propelled surge in online shop-
ping in the background, India’s
nearly trillion-dollar retail mar-
ket is hoping to touch 85 per
cent of the pre-Covid business
in the first half of the new year.

In a year when the Covid-
19 carnage ripped apart the
retail business, circa 2020 will
best go down for the unravel-
ling of the war between Jeff
Bezos, the world’s wealthiest
man, and richest Indian
Mukesh Ambani for pre-emi-
nence in the booming market
that is estimated to reach $1.3
trillion by 2025.

It all started with Ambani’s
Reliance Industries agreeing
in August to buy assets of the
nation’s second-largest retailer
for �24,713 crore, just a year
after Bezos’ Amazon purchased
an indirect stake in the indebt-
ed Future Retail. Amazon

opposed the deal, claiming it
violates Future Group’s invest-
ment agreement with it.

Since then, the story has
been playing out in Singapore
and Indian courts, and the
outcome may shape India’s
retail landscape for years to
come.

Amazon’s success will slow
Reliance’s plans to expand its e-
commerce business and the
country’s largest offline retail
chain while a win for Ambani,
who has already armed himself
with �47,265 crore of funds
raised through minority stake
sales in his retail venture in a
matter of 45 days during
Covid-19 period, will put
brakes on expansion plans of
the US giant.

That apart, the $854 billion
(�63 lakh crore) retail sector is
hoping that the first half of 2021
would bring it close to normal
levels of business although
industry players feel that recov-
ery will not be possible without
‘unconventional solutions and
Government support’.
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Tata Sons will increase its
stake in budget carrier

AirAsia India (AAI) to 83.67
per cent by acquiring an addi-
tional 32.67 per cent for $37.66
million from AirAsia
Investment Ltd (AAIL),
according to a regulatory 
filing.

Currently, AAIL, which is
a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Malaysia-based AirAsia, holds
49 per cent stake in the
Bengaluru-based AirAsia
India.

In a regulatory filing to
stock exchange Bursa Malaysia,
AirAsia said, "The board of
directors of AirAsia wishes to
announce that its wholly-
owned subsidiary AAIL and
Tata Sons Pvt Ltd, India, on
December 29, entered 
into a share purchase agree-
ment."It added that the pact is

for disposing of AAIL’s equity
interest of 32.67 per cent in
AirAsia India to Tata Sons "for
a total consideration sum of
$37,660,000 (or MYR 152.58
million)".

AirAsia India started oper-
ations on domestic routes in
June 2014 following the then
UPA Government allowing
foreign airlines to invest up to
49 per cent in the Indian car-
riers.

"The share of losses over
the years has resulted in the
carrying value of the invest-
ment at the date of transaction
to be Nil," AAIL said in the fil-
ing.

It added that the proposed
disposal will, therefore, result in
a gain on disposal of
$37,660,000 (equivalent to
about 152.58 million Malaysian
ringgit) in the fourth quarter of
2020 at both AAIL and con-
solidated group level.
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Former Economic Affairs
Secretary Atanu

Chakraborty is likely to be the
next Chairperson of the coun-
try’s largest private sector
lender HDFC Bank, sources
said. He would replace
Shyamala Gopinath, who is
set to complete her term in
January.

According to the sources,
the bank has recommended the
name of Chakraborty for
appointment as the part-time
Chairperson, subject to the
Reserve Bank of India’s
approval.

Chakraborty, a 1985 batch
IAS officer of Gujarat cadre,
retired as Secretary of
Department of Economic
Affairs in April 2020. Prior to
that, he was Secretary of
Department of Investment and
Public Asset Management
(DIPAM). Both departments
come under the finance min-
istry.

The tenure of Gopinath, a
former RBI Deputy Governor,
is ending on January 1, 2021.
She was appointed as the
Chairperson in January 2015.

The bank’s board, at its
meeting held on Monday,
decided to recommend the
name of Chakraborty and sub-
mitted its recommendation to
the RBI for approval under
Section 35B of the Banking
Regulation Act, 1949, the
sources said. 
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In an innovative idea to ease
the documentation process

and provide treatment to
patients in seamless manner,
Northern Railway Central
Hospital, New Delhi has
installed a HIMS System in the
Hospital. 

VK Yadav, chairman cum
CEO Railway Board, inaugu-
rated the HIMS System at

Northern Railway Central
Hospital, New Delhi on
Tuesday. Asutosh Gangal,
General Manager Northern

Railway joined the event
through video link while SC
Khorwal, MD Central Hospital,
Senior doctors and other senior
railway officials also witnessed
on the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion
Yadav said that the HIMS
installed at Hospital will ease
the system for patients and
doctors being electronic docu-
mentation and proved to be
very helpful in future.
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Cautioning of imminent
stress in the banking sector

after unwinding of the mea-
sures taken to combat the
impact of Covid-19, the
Reserve Bank on Tuesday said
banks will need to adapt and
adjust themselves to meet the
upcoming challenges.

The Reserve Bank of India
(RBI), in its report on ‘Trend
and Progress of Banking in
India 2019-20’, said that the
central bank initiated timely
measures to relieve stress on
bank balance sheets, corporates
and households following the
outbreak of the coronavirus
pandemic.

Observing that banking
soundness indicators are
obscured under the asset qual-

ity standstill, it said, banks are
raising capital in preparation of
the imminent stress.

“With the moratorium
coming to an end, the deadline
for restructuring proposals is
fast approaching and with the
possible lifting of the asset
quality standstill, banks’ finan-
cials are likely to be impacted
in terms of asset quality and
future income.

“Going forward, banks will
have to adapt and adjust to the
rapidly evolving economic land-
scape due to these challenges
and also the entry of niche play-
ers and emerging financial
technologies,” the report said.
Improvement in the health of
the banking sector henceforth
hinges around the pace and
shape of economic recovery, the
RBI report said, adding, “The

challenge is to rewind various
relaxations in a timely manner,
reining in loan impairment and
adequate capital infusion for a
healthy banking sector.”

The report further said
that in the wake of a severe and
unprecedented macroeco-
nomic shock caused by the
Covid-19 pandemic, the RBI’s
actions veered towards pro-
viding a stimulus to the econ-
omy while ensuring financial
stability.

The troika of policy rate
cuts and liquidity infusion;
regulatory forbearance; and
time-bound resolution with
additional provisions was
employed to ease immediate
concerns emanating from the
pandemic as well as aid the
economic revival going for-
ward, it said.
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Ashutosh Gangal, general manager Northern
Railway held a review meeting with the

departmental heads of Northern Railway
through video conferencing. 

The focus of the meeting was on safety,
punctuality and Kumbh Mela arrangements. He
said that, Northern Railways prime focus is on
safety of passengers. He reviewed arrangements
for upcoming Kumbh Mela to be held at
Haridwar from January, 2021. He informed that,
a disaster management committee consisting
four junior scale officers has been constituted
for weekly progress of arrangements.
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Chittaranjan Locomotive Works (CLW) has
produced 250 electric locomotives (WAG-

9 HC, 33071) in 188 working days upto 29th
December of the current financial year 2020-
21. Last 50 locos are manufactured in only 29
working days.

Satish Kr Kashyup, General Manager flagged
off the 250th locomotive of WAG-9HC series
bearing no. 33071 from CLW accompanied with
senior officers.

Kashyup had congratulated the entire team
of loco production and appreciated their effort
in successful production of 250 locomotives.
With this trend in production, it is expected that,
CLW will be able to achieve yet another high-
est production figure in manufacturing of
record numbers of latest technology electric
locomotives in a financial year.
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Education is an essential and
most important aspect of life. In

this world of advancement and
technology education is the only key
to pass through the gate of success.
Education is the safest means to
achieve your dreams, goals and
aims. Relevancy and importance of
education is increasing day by day
and so its expenses. To secure edu-
cational future of your child or your
own, one should save money to har-
binger the message of smoothness
and prosperity in one’s life. To
implement this task, Systematic
Investment Plans (SIP) is here for
your help. Don’t take any pressure,
whether you want to go over board
or abroad, SIP is here for you to
make you ride on the goal board.

In the world of modern
advancement, dearness and uncer-
tainty, one has to be certain in their
decision to have secure future.
Investing in education, for educa-
tion and by education is profitable
in all terms. Inflation is spiking day
by day to fulfill basic needs i.e., food,
water, shelter and education one
should not restrict on single income,
make income through investment
to create a second source.Education
is the passport to the future, for
tomorrow belongs to those who
prepare for it today. SIP gives an
opportunity to you to invest as per
your convenience.  

Being humans, we cannot pre-
dict future but being responsible for
our family and future one can pre-
pare oneself for future. All days are
not same. Save for a rainy day.
When you don’t work, savings will
work for you. It works as a helping
hand to you. It is easy on pocket,

Starting with as low as �500 per
month towards your first step to
financial freedom. Depending on
your current financial situation, risk
appetite and the nature of your goal,
you can choose a scheme from debt
asset class to equity. 

The formula to create wealth is
time invested not the timing.SIPs
bringfinancial discipline in your
both spending and investing behav-
ior by making you save first before
you spend. Buffet rule, helps one to
lead the independent thought in
right direction independently. It can
help you to create your short term

and long-term goals and allows your
money to work for you while you
are focusing on career and family.

Power of Compounding is
highlighted by well-known scientist
and mathematician Albert Einstein,
“Compound interest is the eighth
wonder of the world. He, who
understands it, earns it…he who
doesn’t… pay it. Is the one and only
non-biased phenomenon on earth
as it doesn’t care about your colour,
age or gender? It works for both
poor and rich. The most important
factor that works in compounding
is the time invested. Along with

reward, it teaches you discipline,
patience and living in your means.
It gives wings to your dream. If you
dream big, experience the eighth
wonder of the world.

When money realises that it is
in good hands, it wants to stay and
multiply in those hands." It's your
money, your goals, and your con-
venience. SIPs offer you conve-
nience from choosing the date of
investment, amount that you can
afford and most importantly the liq-
uidity to call for your money when
you need it. Our life has ups and
downs and so do our investments! 

The economy depends about as
much on economists as the weath-
er does on weather forecasters."
Jean-Paul Kauffmann. SIPs give us
an opportunity to spread our risk
through fixed amounts and dates
across the years, capturing the
volatility and benefiting from the
highs and lows by investing in the
lowest NAVs to bring down the pur-
chase costs. While you focus on
your daily affairs, this technique of
rupee cost averaging works for you
to bring the maximum benefit to the
portfolio.
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The FORE School of
Management has

recently organised an online
COVID-19 Healthcare
Conclave 2020 in associa-
tion with the Principal
Directorate,  Southern
Command, Indian Defense
Estates Service. 

The conclave gathered
around 50 doctors, Chief
Executive Officers of
Cantonment Boards, and
prominent industry experts
who presented their papers

and participated in panel
discussions from December
21 to December 23, 2020.
The keynote address was
delivered by Ajay Kumar
Sharma, Principal Director,
and Southern Command.  

The panel discussions
were based on different
themes. Day 1 marked a
moderated panel discus-
sion with CEOs on
‘Ground-level Challenges
and Drivers in
Administering Healthcare
entities during COVID-19
— the Role of Technology’.

The year 2020 can be termed as a year of
two major paradigm shifts for the edu-
cation sector. While one forced the teach-

ers and students to adopt and adapt to sudden
change for the very continuance of education,
the other is a welcome announcement of a
change long overdue in the Indian education-
al system. 

The educational institutes barring the
research levels continue to be in a veritable lock-
down since March 2020 following the outbreak
of the Covid-19 pandemic. Almost overnight,
the education institutions had to shift their
delivery model from on-campus face-to- face
to an online one. They had to quickly shift from
a classroom setup to a virtual technology dri-
ven setup. The forward-looking institutions
were better prepared with having some tech-
nological systems in place and could quickly
adopt technology solutions such as Zoom, MS
Teams or Google meet and onboarded their
audience to the platform. 

However, many institutes which were
already lagging in technological adoptions
due to paucity of time, effort or budget con-
straints, struggled and their students suffered
as well. Knowledge sharing at such places was
severely limited and remained restricted to
monologue/non-interactive modes limited to
messaging, sharing scanned sheets and texted
instructions. 

The pandemic has tested all aspects of edu-
cation from delivery of classroom lectures to
conduct of examination to internships and
admissions. New formats of conducting the stu-
dent assessments like online Open Book
Examination or Multiple Choice Question
based examinations were tried out. However, a
large section of the student population living in
non-urban areas had internet bandwidth con-
cerns and faced huge challenges while appear-
ing in examinations. 

Similarly, industry internship is an impor-
tant part of the professional degree in higher
education. Visionary education institutions
converted the site-based industry internships
into desktop research-based internships but still
could not completely fulfill the onsite practice-
based learning requirement. 

The pandemic also had a huge impact on
the student acquisition activity in the education
sector. The admission processes changed from
on-campus examinations and interviews to vir-
tual campus walks, video interviews, online eval-
uations and selections. There is a growing feel-
ing that the pandemic will continue to impact
education and admissions are never going to be
the same again. There has been a decrease in
international student enrollment. Also, students
are unsure about opting for technical programs
which need on-campus practice-based learning.
It is anticipated that in future the student pref-

erence on college admission would shift focus
to college as an experience rather than as a
brand.

This period has also provided us with the
time to reflect upon where our limitations lie in
terms of our personal digital skills and tech-
nology. Training faculty on technology usage,
preparing content for online learning, internet
connectivity, bandwidth, digital etiquette
remained a challenge. Different types of health
concerns related with screen time, body posture
related health concerns, depression in isolation
have surged amongst the students this year.  

But there has been a big welcome
announcement for the education sector in India
this year. The greatest gift for education sector
in 2020 was the launch of the new National
Education Policy (NEP 2020), which was
launched on July 29 superseding the last poli-
cy that was released 34 years ago. The NEP 2020
is a visionary policy which aims to bring many
relevant changes like universal access to schools
for all children in the next decade and stress-
es on increasing the Gross Enrolment Ratio
(GER), putting a stop to the spiraling drop-out
rate in India. 

The NEP also proposes sweeping changes
including opening of Indian higher education
to foreign universities and focuses on over-
hauling the curriculum, easier board exams, a
reduction in the syllabus to retain core essen-

tials and thrust on experiential learning and crit-
ical thinking. However, a strong need for
developing good number of trained quality
teachers is needed to meet the challenges of the
industry. Many believe that if the new policy
could be implemented sincerely with a careful
designing of syllabi and curricula, it has the
potential to transform India into a self-reliant
knowledge superpower.

Finally, it is felt that future will witness phe-
nomenal change and disruption in the field of
higher education. Technology will take a lead
in shaping the delivery, teaching methodology
and the evaluation process. One clear area of
evolution could be a shift of focus from marks
based academic curriculum to life based over-
all development. 

Currently there is a huge gap between what
the students study and what the industry
requires. We are on the verge of breaking the
barriers that exist between academia and
industry. While there are few institutes which
closely work with industry to customise their
curriculum and prepare industry ready grad-
uates, the need gap is huge. A closer industry-
education engagement at the very grassroot
stages can drive the development of curricula,
teaching methodologies and applied learning
experiences.
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Accessibility of education has
been one of the major prob-
lems prevalent in our country,

which despite several efforts, is still a
far-flung reality. The lockdown
imposed due to Covid outbreak
across the globe added more woes to
the education sector. However, with
the Government putting emphasis on
online education and stakeholders of
the ecosystem adopting it quickly, the
accessibility of the education to the
masses somehow improved and the
ball kept rolling. 

Accessibility should be seen as
equal opportunities, from education
to employment, for all in every
aspect of life. Providing accessibili-
ty to all helps in facilitating empow-
erment which is directly connected
to inclusive and accessible education
for all. Though a lot of people who
don’t have the facility of mobility are
forced to choose between the right
to education and an inclusive edu-
cational environment.

Not only this, but access to edu-
cation should be beyond trans-
portational and infrastructural pro-
visions. It is important to understand
that in order to provide access to
education to the people with lack of
facilities, some extra efforts need to
be put in and ensure their reach to
intendent people.

Though a lot of initiatives have

been taken by the Government and
the educational institutes have been
smart enough to adapt to the new
normal, there still remains a gap
which needs to be filled. This would
require involvement of many more
sectors and a greater participation
from the corporates as well as pri-
vate firms.

The new National Education
Policy shows a lot of promise in
terms of educational reforms but its
actual implementation will take
serious efforts. The policy provisions
comprehensive use of resources so
as to make quality education acces-
sible to all. More importantly, the
hybrid or the blended mode of
education where classroom and
online education needs to remain

the focus.
Going forward, blended mode

of education seems to be the future
and, in such a scenario, the measures
to strengthen the basic infrastructure
are pivotal. This, however, would
require private players to jump into
the fray and provide their expertise
to fulfil the goal of education to all.
As of now, internet connectivity is
a major issue in a lot of schools/col-
leges and due to this online classes
are a distant dream. Also, the online
examinations are full of technical
glitches and timely results are con-
sidered out of question. This calls for
an urgent need of a fruitful part-
nership between private players and
the Government agencies.
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In continuum to the ongoing ‘The
Principal Round Table’, the Education

Leaders Confluence 2020 (ELC) saw yet
another fruitful session on “Challenges for
Primary School Kids in the Changing
Education System”, that was successfully
conducted on December 21, 2020.

Organised by Pratham Test prep, the
confluence focuses on holistic development
and has also restructured and re-engineered
modules to cater to children right from mid-
dle school to help them understand the
importance of aptitude building.

The ELC 2020 constitutes a series of
talks and discussions, conducted to hear out
the experts and discuss various issues and

opportunities available in the education sec-
tor. Even though India has made significant
progress on access to schooling and admis-
sions in primary education, the on-going
pandemic has brought new challenges in
front of the education system especially in
India where we are still in the process to
learn and improve. 

“There is a paradigm shift witnessed in
the education sector in India for the last few
months due to the pandemic. The teachers
had to adapt to e-learning leaving the tra-
ditional way of teaching. Many teachers were
reluctant of this adaption, but there was no
way out and the result was new innovative
ways to teach to make the class engaging and
interesting,” said Ankit Kapoor, Managing
Director, Pratham Test Prep.

�����������
��
���	$�����

��	��	���������	��	
���������	����	��	�����	��	�������	����	��	��
�����	��	���	������
����	��5	�!	!���������	����	�$���	�!!����	����	��	��	�
�	���	����	 -.��	93<(2�:/

��������������������� ����������� !"�#!#!

��	 ����=�	������������	�����	��	 +�� �
Always keep in mind the

challenges our country
is facing. Each of these
challenges offers an oppor-
tunity for innovation, said
Dr K Sivan, Chairman of
ISRO, Bangalore and
Secretary, Department of
Space, Government of
India. Addressing students
virtually at the 16th Annual
Convocation of SRM
Institute of Science &
Technology (SRMIST),
Kattankulathur, Dr Sivan
said, “The job scenario is
vibrant today and one must

definitely work more than
others, know more than
others and expect less than
others.”

About 17,204 students
belonging to the Faculties of
Engineering and
Technology, Faculty of
Science and Humanities,
Medicine & Health Sciences
and Management studies
including 129 PhD scholars
received their degrees. 

Based on the restric-
tions imposed by the State
Government only Rank
Holders and PhD degree

awardees were given their
degrees in person at Dr TP
Ganesan Auditorium, main
campus, Kattankulathur.
The rest of the eligible grad-
uands attended the event
through virtual mode.

In his convocation
address, Dr Sivan said,
“SRMIST has the honour of
designing, developing, and
building its own nano-
satellite, SRMSAT, in col-
laboration with ISRO
which was launched with
the twin scientific objec-
tives of monitoring and

estimating carbon dioxide
and water vapour in the
tropical atmosphere glob-
ally. Our Government has
already announced space
sector reforms for greater
participation of non-
Governmental entities in
space activities. Our next
PSLV launch will have
satellites from start-up
agencies as the first product
of these reforms. I now
invite SRMIST to join
hands with ISRO to work
on similar projects in
future.”
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Hungry for redemption, India
recorded a win for the ages
under an inspirational

Ajinkya Rahane, beating Australia
by eight wickets in the second Test
to level the four-match series 1-1
here on Tuesday.

The target of 70 was never a big
one but for a team that was bowled
out for its all-time lowest score of 36
only 10 days back, one can’t fault
them if that played  at the back of
their minds.

Shubman Gill (35 not out)
and skipper Rahane (27 not
out) knocked off the runs in
15.5 overs to complete the
victory.

This was after the quar-
tet comprising Jasprit Bumrah
(2/54 in 27 overs), debutant
Mohammed Siraj (3/37
in 21.3 overs),
R a v i c h a n d r a n
Ashwin (2/71 in
37.1 overs) and
Ravindra Jadeja
(2/28 in 14
overs) showed
maniacal consis-
tency over a
period of 100
overs on the flattest
of decks, where extra
bounce became their
go-to weapon.

“The talk was all
about showing atti-
tude, intent and char-
acter. One hour took

the game away from us in Adelaide,
but we still have a lot to learn,”
Rahane said.

Indian teams, since the turn of
the new millennium, have had
some memorable overseas victories

but when the backdrop and con-
text of this Test at the iconic
MCG is recorded for posteri-
ty, Rahane and his magnificent
bowling unit will find more
than an honourable mention in

the pages of history.
“Really proud of all the
players, credit to our

debutants Gill and Siraj.
The way they showed

character was amaz-
ing,” Rahane said.

The Indian
teams of yore
used to lose

stomach for a
good scrap after

humiliating defeats
but not this one. It

stood out for the manner
of its comeback in the
absence of a genius
called Virat Kohli and a
magician in
Mohammed Shami.

Australia captain

Tim Paine had nothing to offer as
an explanation for why his side
could not capitalise on the big
absences.

“Very disappointed, played poor
cricket, sloppy cricket. Let’s not take
anything away from India, they
forced us to make mistakes,” he said.

In the last three and half days,
Rahane, first with his hundred and
then with solid leadership, showed
what Kohli meant when he spoke

about ‘New India’.
Along with skills, it was the

mental fortitude that shone through
as the team didn’t take too much
time to bury the ghosts of Adelaide
and clear the cobwebs in their
minds getting Australia all-out for
195 and 200 in two innings.

On the first day, it was about
assessing the moisture on the sur-
face and giving Ashwin a go before
debutant Siraj in the first hour of the

match, all the while keeping that leg
gully in business for Steve Smith.

It worked wonderfully well
and then he understood pretty
quickly that Siraj, with his hit-the-
deck bowling, could work wonders
with the semi-new or old kook-
aburra when the seam would flat-
ten.

While batting, he was like that
bandmaster, who knew how to con-
duct his orchestra whether it was

young Gill  or the seasoned
Ravindra Jadeja.

Rahane rates his hundred in a
winning cause at Lord's six years
back as his best effort but for fans,
the innings at Melbourne will
always be way more precious.

On fourth morning, Rahane,
after giving a three-over spell to
Bumrah on the, understood
instantly that the old ball is not
doing anything and took him off
the attack to keep him fresh for the
second new ball.

It was another great tactical
decision as Bumrah bounced
Cummins to end the stand that
consumed more than 36 overs.

The second new ball did the
trick as Cameron Green (45 off 146
balls) and Cummins (22 off 103
balls) were dismissed after their
frustrating 57-run stand for the
seventh wicket.

Green’s gutsy knock had five
boundaries as he tried to get
Australia out of the woods during
a classical Test match session.

It was a well-directed bouncer
aimed between the batsman's jaw
and shoulder and the awkward fend
was taken by Mayank Agarwal at
second slip.

Green, who was starting to
become a thorn in the flesh, tried
to pull Siraj but the extra bounce
did him in as Ravindra Jadeja, field-
ing at mid-wicket, timed his spot
jump to perfection ending the
batsman’s vigil.

Siraj and Ashwin then mopped
up the tail setting a total of 70 for
their batsmen.

The victory was unquestion-
able but again it was Rahane, a for-
mer Karate 10th Dan black belt,
decided to guide Gill, doing his
apprentice in Test cricket.

The skipper first played a per-
fect Sunil Gvaskar-like forward
defensive stroke where the ball
lands on the feet of the batsmen like
an obedient cocker spaniel.

The next ball, brought out an
imperious pull-shot, showing the
intent which let Gill blossom in that
short period of time.

It was only fitting that he
fought fire with fire during that
brief knock and it was poetic jus-
tice that he was there till the end.

Kohli will be back in whites in
about a month and half when he
walks out at the Chepauk leading
his band of men but one won’t for-
get ‘Captain Rahane’ in a hurry. 
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DIEGO MARADONA, 60
Maradona’s death brought

Argentina to a standstill and caused
a wave of grief in his adopted home
of Naples. He brought joy to the
southern Italian city by leading
unfashionable Napoli to two Serie
A titles and the 1989 UEFA Cup.

The passing of Maradona,
who dragged Argentina to glory at
the 1986 World Cup where he
scored the ‘Goal of the Century’
against England — as well as the
infamous ‘Hand of God’ goal, led
to three days of national mourning
in his home country.

KOBE BRYANT, 41

Bryant was killed in January
alongside his 13-year-old daughter
in a helicopter crash outside Los
Angeles that also took the lives of
seven other people.

LA Lakers icon Bryant was a
five-time NBA champion in a
career that began in 1996 straight
out of a high school.

He was a two-time Olympic

Gold medallist, helping spark the
US squad to titles in 2008 and 2012.

PAOLO ROSSI, 64

Rossi is a national hero in Italy
for firing the Azzurri to World Cup
triumph in 1982.

He finished the tournament as
top scorer after scoring six goals,
including a hat-trick in a 3-2 win
over flamboyant Brazil, both goals
against Poland in the semi-finals
and the opener in the final win over
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West Germany.
Pablito only played in Spain after

returning from a ban for his part in the
betting scandal.

BALBIR SINGH SR, 96
Three-time Olympic Gold medal-

winning hockey legend Balbir Singh
Sr died on May 25 after battling mul-
tiple health issues. His world record
for most goals scored by an individ-
ual in the men’s hockey final of the
Olympics still remains unbeaten).
Balbir Singh, who captained India at the

1956 Olympic Games and was the man-
ager of 1975 World Cup winning team.

CHUNI GOSWAMI, 82 
Legendary Indian footballer

Chuni Goswami, who
captained the 1962

Asian Games Gold-
winning team and
finished runner-up
at the Asian Cup in
1964, died after suf-

fering a cardiac arrest.
He was a striker during

the golden generation of Indian football.
In a celebrated career, Goswami played
50 international matches for the nation-
al team from 1956 to 1964, and spent
his entire career playing for
Mohun Bagan in club
football. The iconic
sportsperson, who
also played first-class
cricket for Bengal.

PK BANERJEE, 83
Pradip Kumar

Banerjee was among

those who put Indian football on an
international stage through his
feats, first as a record-breaking
goalscorer and then as the most suc-
cessful Indian coach. He was part of
the 1962 Asian Games Gold medal-
list team and also led India in the
1960 Rome Olympics, in which he
scored the equaliser against France
to help his side secure a 1-1 draw
against the European giants. He was
awarded the FIFA Order of Merit in
2004. He was also the first Indian
footballer to win the Arjuna Award
— he won in 1961, the year the
awards were instituted.

CHETAN CHAUHAN, 73

Former India cricketer and
cabinet minister in Uttar Pradesh
state Government Chetan Chauhan,
passes away due to complications
and multiple organ failure. He was
Sunil Gavaskar’s long-time opening
partner, and despit scoring 16 fifty
plu scores in Test cricket, he finished
with a zero in the centuries’ column
in the format, despite coming close
on many occasions: he got to 80
seven times, on two of those occa-
sions getting to 93 and 97. He held
a dubious record — most Test runs
without scoring a century — for
many years before being topped by
Shane Warne.

DEAN JONES, 59

The Australian World Cup
winner and prominent commenta-
tor died of a heart attack while in
Mumbai to do IPL commentary. He
collapsed, was rushed to the hospi-
tal and declared dead there.

TONY LEWIS, 78
Lewis was one of the men

behind the Duckworth-Lewis-
Stern method used in weather-
affected limited-overs cricket
matches. He devised the

method alongside fellow math-
ematician Frank Duckworth.

GÉRARD HOULLIER, 73

The Frenchman put Liverpool
back on track to domestic and
European glory as manager from
1998 to 2004, winning a treble of
trophies in 2001 and paving the way
for the long-term recovery of a club
he cherished.

ANGELA BUXTON, 85
Two-time Grand Slam champi-

on Buxton, who had Jewish heritage
and was refused entry to tennis
clubs her entire career, was a dou-
bles partner and lifelong friend of
Althea Gibson, whose 1956 French
Open title was the first Grand Slam
singles triumph by a black American
player.

Buxton won the women's dou-
bles alongside Gibson at both
Roland Garros and Wimbledon in
1956, the latter of which was the first
All England Club title to be won by
a British-Jewish player.

RAJINDER GOEL, 77

Rajinder Goel was born at the
time when there was no shortage of
good spinners in the country but
only one was selected to play for
India. And despite not being able to
represent India in the longest for-
mat of the game, he keep taking
wickets in the domestic cricket and
went on to become the record
wicket taker in Ranji Trophy (637).
A record that still stands.

RAY CLEMENCE, 72
Former England and Liverpool

goalkeeper Clemence was one of the
finest stoppers of his generation,
winning three European Cups and
five First Division titles during 14
years.
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South Africa took little time in
closing out an innings and 45-

run victory over a depleted Sri
Lanka in the first Test on Tuesday
as the tourists’ promising start to
the match and the series was
undone by a string of injuries.

Four of the five Sri Lankans to
get hurt during the test still came
out to bat in a vain effort to save
their team, but it didn’t matter.

South Africa’s fast bowlers
needed just over a session on the
fourth day to finish off Sri Lanka’s
second innings. Sri Lanka, start-
ing the day 65-2 and facing defeat,
was bowled out for 180 in 46.1
overs.

Allrounder Dhananjaya de
Silva was the one casualty who

wasn’t able to bat at all because of
his thigh injury, meaning South
Africa needed just nine wickets in
the end to win.

South Africa took five wick-

ets in the day’s first session and fin-
ished Sri Lanka off with the last
two wickets less than half-an-hour
after lunch, despite some resistance
from Kusal Perera (64) and

Wanindu Haranga (59).
South African pacers Lungi

Ngidi, Anrich Nortje, Wiaan
Mulder and Lutho Sipamla all col-
lected two wickets each in the
innings.

Sri Lanka’s heavy defeat was
the result of a marked turnaround
in the test after the Sri Lankans
made a strong start, posting 396
in the first innings for their best
test total in South Africa.

But Sri Lanka was depleted by
the stream of players leaving the
field injured: de Silva left on the
first day while batting, fast bowler
Kasun Rajitha was injured on
Day 2 having bowled just 13
deliveries, and bowlers Lahiru
Kumara and Haranga and bats-
man Dinesh Chandimal were hurt
on Monday.
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Tim Southee claimed his 300th test
wicket as New Zealand edged clos-

er to a win over Pakistan Tuesday on
the fourth day of the first cricket test.

New Zealand set Pakistan 373 to
win after leading by 192 on the first
innings and declaring its second
innings at 180-5, shortly before tea.

At stumps Pakistan was 71-3, still
202 runs behind, with Azhar Ali 34 not
out and Fawad Alam 21. The unbroken
34-run partnership between Azhar
and Fawad which occupied 89 minutes
before stumps helped the tourists
recover from a dreadful start which saw
them two wickets down without a run
on the board.

Southee took the first Pakistan
wicket to fall Tuesday and finished the
day with 2-15 from nine overs.

Southee became the third Kiwi after

Richard Hadlee (431) and Daniel
Vettori (361), the 34th bowler from all
nations and only the fourth active play-
er to achieve the 300 wicket milestone.

His wickets have come in 76 tests at an
average of 28.48 and a strike rate of 56.8.

Those statistics compare favorably
with the England pair James Anderson
and Stuart Broad who have 600 and 514
wickets respectively but have played
twice as many tests as Southee.
Anderson averages 26.7, Broad 27.6 and
both have strike rates around 56.

Southee's regular new ball partner,
Trent Boult, is also closing on the 300
wicket mark. He currently has 275
wickets at an average of 28.

New Zealand began its second
innings at the start of play Tuesday after
bowling out Pakistan for 239 in reply
to its first innings of 431 late on the
third day.

“I like test cricket and I want to play
it as long as I can,” he said. “I don’t like
to put a number on it but you look at
the likes of James Anderson, still doing
a hell of a job at the age of 38.
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