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Media’s influence on
voting pick minimal

|n the daily life of a nation, there are controversies and
issues that have a very short life span. The pattern these
days is for an issue or a stray remark to be noticed by a few
over-zealous individuals, publicised in the social media —
the new colloquialism is “going viral” — and then outraged
over in the electronic or, more infrequently, the print media.
The issue has a life span of anything between 36 and 48
hours and is then forgotten, only to be replaced by the next
item of outrage.

Last week, West Bengal experienced such a three-day
outrage over a remark by Trinamool Congress MP Mahua
Maitra. The MP who also combines her constituency
responsibilities and national public speaking roles with the
more daunting post of being the president of the Nadia
district TMC, was undertaking a meeting of polling booth
committees in preparation for next year's Assembly polls.
These events invariably tend to be chaotic, not least
because too many people want to be seated on the dais
and the media insists on access. It was this last issue that
provoked Mahua to ask why the “two-paise media” had
been granted access. Alas, in this age of over-intrusiveness,
someone recorded her outburst on video and circulated it.

The results were predictable. Taking on the media as a
collective is akin to taking on the might of a trade union. The
outcome can never be satisfactory for any individual, least of
all a politician. The MP for Krishnanagar was mercilessly
berated on print, TV and the social media. The anger of the
journalists was complemented by Bengali ‘intellectuals’ who,
frustratrated by their inability to attack the TMC directly —
because it may end up helping the BJP in West Bengal —
chose to direct their fire at one errant MP. They were helped
by the fact that some TMC leaders were grudgingly forced
to concede that Mahua should have been a bit more careful
with her choice of words.

To cut a long story
short, the MP issued a
qualified apology and the
issue, quite predictably,
faded away. However, not
before some media
platforms indicated that
she will be boycotted. Of
course, the boycott won't
last and life will get back to
normal. Mahua too will
reappear in the media. Her
Delhi appeal will be intact
because the “national”
media doesn'’t care a fig
how the “regional” media
conducts. Both operate in
separate universes.

The kerfuffle over
Mahua Maitra’s unguarded
comment may be
interesting but it does throw
a light on the troubled
relations between the
media and politicians. The
TMC leader felt that the
media was being a pest.
This is understandable. But
there was a hint of hostility
too in her remark that
suggested she may have
considered the media to be

My own experience
also suggests that the
importance of the
media in moulding
public opinion is
grossly over-stated by
politicians. People in
public life may feel
irritated at the media’s
unending — and even
needless — hostility
towards them. The
larger question is:
does the coverage of a
media organisation
shape public
perception or is public
opinion moulded by

people’s own non-supportive. If this
i 2 hypothesis is correct, it is
experiences | bizarre. The consensus in a

personally believe that
it is the latter. The
media is important but
not central to people’s e
voting preferences S e e Stata

—— (G 0overnment has extended
to the Bengali media, particularly at a time other advertising
revenues are down. In short, they are repaying the TMC
Government for the monetary lifeline that has been thrown at
them.

| don’t know the extent to which journalists working in
media organisations favoured by the Chief Minister actually
support the editorial stance of their proprietors. My own
experience with the media suggests that there is a degree of
alienation because journalists, being fiercely opinionated
and with a self-image of intellectual independence, don't like
being dictated to. This may explain the ferocity with which
Maitra’s stray comment was attacked. It also explains why a
large number of individuals involved in the cultural life of
Bengal joined in the outrage. Their target wasn't really one
individual. The real focus of their attack was the Mamata
Government. However, because this wasn't possible given
the constraints that bind the media in the State, the guns
were instead trained on Maitra. This is a familiar pattern in
totalitarian states and it is amusing to see it being replicated
in a corner of India.

My own experience also suggests that the importance of
the media in moulding public opinion is grossly over-stated
by politicians. People in public life may feel irritated at the
media’s unending — and even needless — hostility towards
them. The Kolkata-based The Telegraph, a daily where |
have been writing a fortnightly column since 2003 —
without, | may add, any hint of censorship — is irrationally
anti-Narendra Modi in its editorial views. Its front pages are
often pamphleteering diatribes against Modi, a reason why
the TMC loves it. However, in highlighting everything
allegedly evil about the Modi Government, it glosses over
local news that presents the State Government in an
unfavourable light. The larger question is: does the coverage
of a media organisation shape public perception or is public
opinion moulded by people’s own experiences?

| personally believe that it is the latter. The media is
important but not central to people’s voting preferences.

large section of informed
opinion in West Bengal is
that the media is over-
supportive of Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee. They
attribute this to the
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STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

As the farmers’ protest at
along the borders of Delhi
has yet not found a break-
through even on the seven-
teenth day, farmers, mostly
from Punjab and Haryana,
continued to protest on the
borders of the national Capital
amid showers on Saturday.

Addressing a Press confer-
ence at Singhu Border, farmers
on Saturday said if the
Government wants to hold
talks, they are ready but the
farmers will first discuss repeal
of three new farm laws.

“The farmers from
Rajasthan’s Shahjahanpur will
start their Delhi Chalo march
on Sunday around 11 am. They
would be coming in thousands
through Jaipur-Delhi highway,”
said Kanwalpreet Singh Pannu,
farmers’ leader.

Pannu said farmers from
other parts of the country are
also on their way to join the
protesters here and they will
take the agitation to the next
level in the coming days.

“If the Government wants
to hold talks, we are ready, but
our main demand will remain
the scrapping of the three laws.
We will move onto our other
demands only after that,” the
farmer leader said.

Farmer union leaders will
also sit on a hunger strike
between 8 am and 5 pm on
December 14 against the new
agriculture laws, he said.

Pannu alleged the
Government tried to weaken
the agitation, but the protesting
farmers did not let it happen.
The farmer leader vowed to
keep the protest peaceful.

Following the call given by
farmers to block toll plazas,
police had made adequate
arrangements and these include
multi-layered barricading and
deployment as many as 3,500
police personnel.
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Farmers shout slogans during their Delhi Chalo protest march against the new

farm laws at Singhu border in New Delhi on Saturday

Agri laws will better
farmers’ lives: Modi

PNS B NEW DELHI

Aday after several Central
Ministers alleged that
“divisive elements” have infil-
trated the farmers agitation
on the outskirts of Delhi,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Saturday strongly defend-
ed the new agricultural laws
saying farmers would benefit
the most from the investments
in the agriculture sector and
will also get new markets and
opportunities.

Backing the new farm laws,
Modi said all the walls between
the agriculture sector and asso-
ciated sectors have now been
removed to provide new
opportunities to the farmers
across the country.

“Recent farm reforms will

give farmers new markets,
access to technology and help
bring investments in agricul-
ture that will benefit them, “ he
said as protesting farmers per-
sisted with their demand for
rolling-back of three farm laws
which allow trade and con-
tract-farming in the agriculture
produce and remove all restric-
tions in hoarding by amending
essential services act.

“In a vibrant economy,
when a sector grows, it has a
direct influence on other sec-
tors as well. Reforms that we're
doing are removing all such
needless frameworks. Our
economy doesn’t need hurdles
between sectors, but bridges to
support each other,” said the
Prime Minister.
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More coming
from across
nation to join
stir; hunger
strike on Mon

Will ensure MSP

Ranjan Dimri | Pioneer :

for farmers, says

Haryana Deputy
CM Dushyant

PNS B NEW DELHI

mid mounting pressure

from farmers, Haryana
Deputy Chief Minister
Dushyant Chautala on
Saturday met  Union
Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar, Consumers
Affairs Minister Piyush Goyal
and Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh over the farmers’ protests
and tried to mollify protesting
farmers from his State saying
he would ensure they get the
minimum support price.

He expressed hope the
final round of talks between the
Centre and farmer unions will
be held in the next 24 to 48
hours and will lead to a con-
clusive result. “T am hopeful of
the next round of talks between
Centre and farmers in the next
24-40 hours,” Chautala said.
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India being tested
in LAC stand-off,
says Jaishankar

‘Country will rise
to occasion and
meet challenge’
PNS ® NEW DELHI

erming the “events” along

the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) very disturbing,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on Saturday said
India was being tested in the
seven-month long standoffs
with China in Eastern Ladakh.

Making this observation
here, he, however, expressed
confidence that the country
will rise to the occasion and
meet the challenge. This asser-
tion came two days after he had
said the relations between India
and China were at their worst
phase in the last 30-40 years.

In an interactive session at
the Federation of Indian
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI), Jaishankar
also said what has happened in
eastern Ladakh was not actu-
ally in China’s interest as it has
significantly impacted public
sentiment in India.

Calling the “events” along
the LAC very disturbing, the
External Affairs Minister said
they have raised some very
“basic concerns”

Asked whether it will be a
long haul or a breakthrough is
expected soon, Jaishankar said:
“I would not go into prediction
zone at all whether it is going
to be easy or not, and what will
be the timelines and so on”

“Talso believe that what has
happened is not actually in the
interest of China. Because what
it has done has significantly
impacted public sentiment (in
India). Professionally, I have
seen the evolution of how the
Indian public feels about China
over the last many decades and
I am old enough to remember
much more difficult days, espe-

cially in my childhood and in
my teens,” the Minister said.

Jaishankar said a lot of
work had gone into developing
the relationship on both sides.
“I do not believe that the events
of this year have helped at all.
In fact I think the real danger
is that the goodwill which was
so carefully developed will dis-
sipate”

“But I also would say that,
yes, we are being tested. I have
every confidence that we will
rise to the occasion; we will
meet that national security
challenge. But beyond that, at
this time, I would really frankly
keep my own counsel,’
Jaishankar said.

His comments came in the
backdrop of talks at the military
and diplomatic level to defuse
the situation at the 1,700 km
long LAC in eastern Ladakh
failing. The ninth round of
Corps Commander level talks
between India and China are
likely to take place soon.

Though India has all along
favoured dialogue to address
the outstanding issues, its forces
are operationally ready to meet
any challenge. The Army has
deployed specially trained
troops in mountain warfare in
Ladakh besides ensuring unin-
terrupted logistical back up.

Turn to Page 4

MHA calls back 3 IPS ofticers
responsible for Nadda’s security

Move is likely to
escalate tussle
hetween Centre,
Mamata Govt

PNS B NEW DELHI

Aday after West Bengal’s
Chief Secretary and DGP
defied the summons, the Union
Home Ministry on Saturday
directed three IPS officers of
West Bengal to report on
Central deputation. The three
officers — Bhalanath Pandey,
SP of Diamond Harbour;

Praveen Tripati, DIG of
Presidency Range and Rajeev
Mishra, ADG of South Bengal
— were responsible for the
security of the BJP chief JP
Nadda, whose motorcade was
attacked by the TMC cadre.

The move is likely to fur-
ther escalate the ongoing tus-
sle between the Mamata
Banerjee-led Trinamool
Congress Government in West
Bengal and the BJP-led Central
Government following the
attack on the convoy of Nadda
two days ago.

“Three Indian Police
Service officers belonging to
the West Bengal cadre have

been called to serve in Central
deputation in view of the laps-
es that led to the attack on
Nadda’s convoy in West
Bengal,” an MHA official said.

The decision has been
taken under the rules govern-
ing the all India service officers,
the official said. Usually, the
State Government’s consent is
taken before any all India ser-
vice officer is called to serve in
Central deputation.

In February 2019, Kolkata
Police Commissioner Rajeev
Kumar was also in a similar
way repatriated to Central
deputation.
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People walk on a snow-covered bridge after the town received fresh snowfall in Srinagar on Saturday PTI

Lalu’s kidney
functioning at
25%, situation
alarming: Doc

Ranchi: The physician of jailed
RJD chief Lalu Prasad, Dr
Umesh Prasad, on Saturday
said that the latter’s kidney is
functioning at 25 per cent and
the situation can deteriorate at
any time in future.

Dr Prasad has updated the
authorities of Rajendra Institute
of Medical Sciences (RIMS),
where Lalu is admitted, in
writing about this situation.

“I have said earlier also that
it is true that Yadav’s kidney is
functioning at 25 per cent.
And this situation is alarming
from this logic that his kidney
functioning can deteriorate
anytime. It is difficult to predict
exactly when,” he told ANT.

Turn to Page 4

My fight

SWARN KR ANAND B NEW DELHI

My fight is an expression of
my loyalty to the zamin-
dars’ (farm owners), on whose
well-being our lives hinge on,”
explains Mahak Bhatia, 25,
who is part of the sit-in by a
huge crowd of farmers protest-
ing against the three farm laws,
at Delhi’s Singhu Border, “I
have to support their cause as
the new farm laws will not only
affect their income, but will also
destabilise the socio-econom-
ic system that has worked well
till now. And this is the com-
pulsive urge that has brought
me and thousand others here”

The resident of a village of
Tohana in Fatehabad, Haryana,
and the only son of his moth-
er, Mahak recently lost his job
with Cafe Coffee Day in
Chandigarh during Covid-trig-
gered economic slowdown and

IS an expression o
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Farm law protesters in conversation with the Pioneer at Singhu Border in Delhi
Ranjan Dimri | Pioneer

is seeking a “non-farming”
employment in Delhi-NCR.
However, his primary occupa-
tion at present is to actively

support the movement against
the Central Government over
the farm laws.

“I am unemployed and

completely broke. I don’t have
any means of sustenance of my
own, but I am grateful to my
zamindars for ensuring my
mother and I have no scarcity
of food. I have never been a
farmer nor I have any farm
land, but the landed farmers
always take care of us. Now it’s
my turn to reciprocate their
immense help by raising my
voice against the maleficent
laws that will diminish the
riches of the zamindars  and in
turn affect our lives,” Mahak
articulates, feeling assured that
his loyalty will be acknowl-
edged.

However, he quickly cor-
rects himself on the word
“zamindars”. “They are all
farmers but they employ farm
workers as there are various
other jobs to do in the farms.
We live in the same village and
we have cordial and fair rela-

f loyalty to zamindars

tions. All are equal in the vil-
lage. You can witness the cohe-
sion here. All of us who have
gathered here come from dif-
ferent backgrounds, castes and
regions. But everything here is
for everyone,” Mahak clarifies,
but hesitates to let the camera-
man snap a photo of his puff-
ing on the community hookah.
His comrades-in-arms on the
carpet, however, encourage
him to smoke the pipe for a
group photo.

“Even non-farming com-
munities have thrown their
weight behind the groundswell
of support for the farmers. I will
soldier on till the farmers feel
safe,” says Mahak.

There are many like Mahak
from non-farming communi-
ties bogged down in the morass
of popular antipathy to the
farm reform laws.
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Yogi dedicates 19 residential, non-residential buildings

SCHOOLSCAN
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GOLD MEDAL

Mohammad Azeen Siddiqui,
a class V student of City
Montessori School, Rajajipuram
Campus-I, was awarded a gold
medal in the national level inter-
school online competition,
‘Brainobrain Wonderkid - 2020,
bringing laurels to the institution.
The competition was organised
under the aegis of educational
institution Brainobrain. Students
of over 1,500 noted schools par-
ticipated in this competition,
wherein Azeen showcased her
exemplary talent in mental
maths, logical ability, general
knowledge and speed typing,
and walked away with the gold
medal. Organisers praised his
multifaceted talent and awarded
him a gold medal and a certifi-
cate.

( ;;lhi']llnlli'i'l )
| LASSIFIEDY*

.a

NOTICE

Om Prakash Maurya /o Ram Dubar
Maurya | O Prakash Slo Ram Dufar
Maurya, Rio 16M37, Indira Magar,
Lucknow, UP. Both are same parson
and from now He should be indentified
a5 Om Prakash Maurya

NOTICE

This Is b inform that in my Father's (Late
Sushil Kumar Sharma) Service Book,
my name Aditya Shama and Date of
Binh as 29.04.1998 & menfioned by
mestake whereas my comecl name i
Aditya Kumar Sharma and Date of Birth
529,04, 1999, Consider this as trua mal
circumstances.

NOTICE

I, Vishal Kumar Verma S/o
Murari Lal (Brother Mahesh
Varma Army No- 5254856
Rank - RFN) Vill. Satahriya,
Post - Pawaara, Thana Mugara
Badhashpur, Machhlishar, Dist-
Jaunpur-222202 (UP), | have
change my name VISHAL
VERMA to VISHAL KUMAR
VERMA.

NOTICE

Be it Known to all that my name
written in husband's service
records as PUNITA UPAD-
HYAY in place of PUNEETA
UPADHYAY. My Correct name
is PUNEETA UPADHYAY in
future for all purpose. PUNEE-
TA UPADHYAY Wi/o. JITEN-
DRA UPADHYAY 28D/2A,
AZAD NAGAR, ALLAHPUR
PRAYAGRAJ

NOTICE

PNS B LUCKNOW

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
said that the Revenue depart-
ment was the pivot of the adminis-
trative and land system of the state
and when a department did good
work, it became a symbol of public
trust, confidence, which in turn
strengthened democracy.

He pointed out that the Revenue
department has a very important
role in settling land related disputes
and patted the department for con-
sistently doing excellent, qualitative
work in the public interest and
making invaluable contribution in
the progress of the state.

The chief minister expressed this
view at his official residence here on
Saturday while dedicating 19 resi-
dential and non-residential buildings
in 12 districts of the state through
virtual medium.

These residential and non-resi-
dential buildings, he said, had been
constructed in order to solve the
problems of the people in a time
bound manner.

On this occasion, Union
Minister of State for Road Transport
and State Road, General (Retired)
VK Singh also joined the program
through virtual medium.

The chief minister said that the
employees could work in districts
and they could get accommodation
at the local level itself so these resi-
dential buildings had been con-
structed in a time bound manner.

“Important works like those
relating to land, disaster manage-
ment and relief were done by the
Revenue department, the chief min-
ister said.

In the functions of the Revenue

‘Raise awareness about e-Sanjeevani’

PNS B LUCKNOW

Rgijterating his government’s com-
itment to further improving
health services in the state, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Saturday said that there was a need
to make people aware of the e-
Sanjeevani app so that the benefits
of health services reached every per-
son.

Presiding over a high-level
unlock review meeting at his offi-
cial residence here, the chief min-
ister said that the guidelines issued
by the state Government for protec-
tion from COVID-19 should be fol-
lowed in totality besides, maintain-
ing and effective system for protec-
tion and treatment of COVID-19
patients.

The chief minister stressed on
consistent dissemination of aware-
ness messages about protection
from COVID-19. He said various
modes of media and public address
systems should also be used exten-
sively to spread awareness and they
should also be used at major cross-
ings, markets and important places
to disseminate information about
containing the spread of novel
coronavirus infection.

He said people should be made
aware about the mandatory use of
masks and contact tracing and sur-
veillance systems should be further

After this, a special campaign of
measurement would also be started,
he added. The chief minister said
that the Revenue department was

strengthened. The chief minister
said there should be special vigi-
lance in Lucknow, Varanasi and
Gorakhpur and a special work plan
should be prepared for effective con-
trol of coronavirus infection.

Yogi also directed the district
magistrates and chief medical offi-
cers to regularly hold meetings at
the Covid hospitals in the morning
and the Integrated Command and
Control Centres in the evening
and also prepare strategies for the
future.

He said the construction of
medical colleges should be complet-
ed within the stipulated time frame
and action plan should be prepared
to complete the new medical col-

(Swamitva Yojana) in the country.
“Rapid work is being done on

this scheme in the state. Through

this, citizens will get possession of

leges for which proposals had been

received.

He also directed the officials to
complete all the formalities for
vaccination by
December 15. He asked the chief
medical officers, district magis-
trates and district police chiefs to
hold a meeting in this regard and
ensure safety and security for a suc-

COVID-19

cessful vaccination drive.

The meeting was attended by
Chief Secretary RK Tiwari,
Infrastructure and Industrial
Development Commissioner Alok
Tandon, Additional Chief Secretary
Awanish  Awasthi,
Additional chief Secretary (MSME
and Information) Navneet Sehgal.

(Home)

supplying essential commodities

and skill mapping.

Addressing the programme,
Minister of State for Revenue and
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CM: Purvanchal’s economic
disparity will be removed

Lucknow (PNS): Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath said regional dispar-
ity always hindered the process of
development and that was why
Uttar Pradesh was divided into four
economic zones — Purvanchal,
Madhyanchal, Bundelkhand and
Paschimanchal — and two develop-
ment boards - Purvanchal and
Bundelkhand — had been formed so
that economic disparities could be
removed.

The chief minister said this
while virtually addressing the con-
cluding session of the three-day
webinar-cum-seminar on
‘Sustainable development: issues,
strategies and future direction of
Purvanchal, held at Deendayal
Upadhyay Gorakhpur University,
in Gorakhpur. He said, “All depart-
ments and institutions would have
to come together for the develop-
ment of Purvanchal as the region has
enormous natural resources and
potential”

“Despite being the oldest land of
civilisation, we remained the most
backward, considering ourselves as
poor. I have visited all the districts
of the eastern UP and I did not see
any shortage of water. The main fac-
tor for human civilisation is present
here in abundance,” he said.

The chief minister said the
problems of the region had to be
resolved at the local level and
through local institutions.

“There are all possibilities to
increase the per capita income.

the development plan for Purvanchal
and their implementation.

He said that there were immense
possibilities in the service sector and
of the six Buddhist tourism sites, five
were in the eastern region. “We have
to build good chains of hotels to pro-
mote tourism. International air-
ports are being built in Kushinagar
and Ayodhya. The Purvanchal
Expressway will become the back-
bone of the economy of the eastern
region and the youth of Purvanchal
will get employment here,” the chief
minister emphasised.

Yogi Adityanath said that the
youth did not have much informa-
tion about the government schemes
and universities and educational
institutions would have to take the
responsibility of making these
schemes accessible to the youth.

“Youth are not having the infor-
mation of schemes like PM Mudra
Yojana, ODOP Scheme, CM
Swarojgar Yojana, Atmanirbhar
Yojana, etc. Educational institutions
should ensure that youth benefit
from these schemes and get self-
employed,” he said.

The chief minister said the new
education policy was going to bring
a big change across the country and
the educational institutions should
form a committee and prepare an
action plan.

“An action plan has to be pre-
pared to make government schemes
effective and also to ensure that they
reach the youth,” he said.

The chief minister said that the

department, the divisional office, dis-
trict magistrate office, deputy district
magistrate office are the focal points
of administration, where the public
is directly concerned. The present
government is continuously working

constantly constructing office build-
ings of the board, district and tehsil.

“Also, for the redressal of pub-
lic issues and to ensure timely atten-
dance of officers and employees, res-
idential buildings are being con-

said.

their land, which will also provide
them the facility to take loans,” he

Yogi said that on December 25,
on the occasion of the birth anniver-
sary of former prime minister Atal

Flood Control Vijay Kumar Kashyap
said that the Revenue department
was working with full capacity under
the leadership of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath. He said villages were
being empowered through the own-

Agricultural research centres have
been linked with agricultural univer-
sities so that the farmers can get bet-
ter value for their produce by
increasing production. To bring
their produce to the market, a com-

state government ended the depen-
dency on China and this Deepawali,
diyas (clay lamps) were lit in every
household.

“Be it the idols of Lakshmi and

towards providing a clean, accessi-
ble and well-organised environment
in offices,” he said.

The chief minister said that a

structed for them near the office
building.

As aresult of the efforts made in
this direction, 19 moving projects of

Bihari Vajpayee, a special campaign
for distribution of houses would be
launched under the ownership
scheme in the state.

ership scheme.

On this occasion, Additional
Chief Secretary (Revenue) Renuka

Kumar thanked everyone.

prehensive prospect has been pre-
pared by bringing an exports poli-
cy; he said.

The chief minister said that

Ganesh or diyas, we were dependent
on China despite the fact that we had
all the resources in UP. We (the UP
government) ended the dependence

I, Mr. Kanahaiya Lal Jaiswal, Sanjeev
Kumar Jaiswal and Mahendra Kr.
Jaiswal S/o Late Mahangi Ram R/o
H.No. 14, Mainatali, Galla Mandi
Chauraha, P1. Deendayal Upadhyay
Nagar (Chandauli) is going to take
LOAN from Fultron India Home
Finance Co. LId., Varanasi is going to
mortgage his property H.No. 14
constructed over S.M. Plot No. 115/4
having area 4080 sqfl. with covered
area situated at Moh. Mainatali, Galla
Mandi Chauraha, Pt. Deendayal
Upadhyay Nagar (Chandauli). If
some one has any objection in it
inform Harish Chandra Rai (Adv.),
Chamber No. 110, Banaras Bar
Building, Civil Courl, Varanasi.
Contact 9451525826 within 7 days.
After this 7 days, no objection will be

considered.
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special campaign was being started
by the state government to register
heritage from December 15, 2020
and warned that callousness in reg-
istering a virasat would not be tol-

erated.

said.

the state have been completed at a
cost of about Rs 100.20 crore,” he

The chief minister said that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had
implemented the ownership plan

The chief minister said that the
Revenue department had done
excellent work during the coron-
avirus period and successfully dis-
charged responsibilities such as pro-
viding ration to migrant workers,

It is to be mentioned that these
residential and non-residential
buildings are located in Kanpur
Dehat, Shamli, Budaun, Sitapur,
Mainpuri, Hapur, Auraiya, Kasganj,
Hapur and Kushinagar districts.

keeping in view the suggestions
received in the seminar for the
development of eastern UP, a cabi-
net sub-committee would be con-
stituted to give its recommendations
on the suggestions with regards to

on China and this Deepawali,
Lakshmi and Ganesh idols made by
our artisans were worshipped and
this also encouraged self-reliance
and business of the local artisans,” he
said.

UP fast becoming most preferred
destination for investment: Keshav

PNS B LUCKNOW

Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya
said that Uttar Pradesh was
changing rapidly towards
progress along  with
Purvanchal.

“Earlier, there was fear of
goons in the people, now it is
vice-versa. With the consistent
efforts of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath to improve law
and order, now goons are ter-
rified of government action.
This is the law and order sys-
tem of the state,” he claimed.

Maurya said Uttar Pradesh
was fast becoming the pre-
ferred destination for invest-
ment and marching ahead
consistently on the path of
development.

“We will soon be con-
nected to all the metros of the
country through Purvanchal,
Bundelkhand and Ganga
expressways. The world will be
accessible to us through Jewar,
Kushinagar, Ayodhya green-
field international airports and
other airports,” deputy chief
minister pointed out.

Presiding over the sev-
enth technical session of the
manufacturing sector at the
national webinar and sympo-
sium on  ‘Sustainable
Development of Purvanchal at
Gorakhpur University on
Saturday, the deputy chief
minister said due to the
changed environment, better
infrastructure and investment-
friendly policies, Uttar Pradesh
had jumped to the second
rank in ease of doing business
and had emerged as a favourite
destination for investors.

The deputy chief minister
said after coming to power, 67
state highways were construct-
ed by the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led government.

“We are also making eco-
friendly roads. Herbal roads
and roads made of plastic and
other waste materials are proof
of this. We will connect each
lane with the main road near-
by. To motivate the people,
roads are being built in the
name of martyrs, topper stu-
dents and famous people;” he
said.

Maurya also referred to
the social concerns of the

Public Works Department. He
said the outcome of the three-
day churning in Gorakhpur
would present the ground real-
ity and by following the results,
the progress of Purvanchal
would be further accelerated.

Meanwhile, Forest and
Environment Minister Dara
Singh Chauhan said that there
was immense potential for
development and employment
in the field of eco-tourism in
Purvanchal and with special
interest of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, Gorakhpur would
become its hub.

“The chief minister has
rejuvenated the neglected vast
natural lake Ramgarh. This
lake will lead to eco-tourism of
Purvanchal in the coming
days,” he said.

Chauhan was presiding
over the eighth session of the
primary sector on the last day
of the three-day webinar and
seminar organised under the
joint aegis of the Planning
department and Gorakhpur
University on the Gorakhpur
University campus on
Saturday.

The forest minister said
that eco-tourism would be
promoted in Ramgarh lake in
Gorakhpur, Bakhira Tal of
Sant Kabir Nagar, Sohagi
Barwa of Maharajganj, water-
fall of Sonbhadra, etc.

He said a Tiger Rescue
Centre  and  Vulture
Conservation Centre were
being  established in
Maharajganj and with the
efforts of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, the Gorakhpur
200, which was going to open
for visitors in January, was
increasing the chances of eco-
tourism.

Chauhan said the state
government’s plan was to pro-
mote rural tourism and

increase income of forest
dwellers by making tourists
stay in forest areas. He said that
in the last three years, the
tourist footfall had increased
up to 20 times at eco-tourism
sites in the state.

Referring to the record
tree plantation on the environ-
ment, the forest minister said
that a new record would be
created next year.

Principal  Secretary
(Forests) Sudhir Garg, who
was the keynote speaker of the
session, said that by giving the
status of revenue village to the
forested villages, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath had
connected the forest dwellers
to the mainstream of society
and development.

“A new door to income
generation can be opened for
the residents here by develop-
ing the facility of stay home in
these Vantangia villages of
forest area,” he said.

Garg also said that there
was a lot of potential for eco-
tourism and adventure
tourism in Purvanchal, which
was rich in natural beauty of
pools. The principal secretary
also stressed the need to be
vigilant about the effects of cli-
mate change. He said that the
need of the hour was to plant
more and more trees to reduce
the risks of climate change.

Prior to this, the seventh
technical session of the prima-
ry sector focused on the issue
of employment in agriculture.

In this session CGM S
Pandey of NABARD, Dr
Umashankar Singh, Director,
International Potato Centre
of South Asia, Potato Quality
Improvement Technique in
Purvanchal, Dr RK Mittal,
Vice Chancellor of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel University of
Agriculture and Technology,
Pallavpuram Meerut Boon for
Organic Farming, Dr Prabodh
Kumar Trivedi, Director,
CIMAP Lucknow, expressed
the integration of farming of
aromatic plants with tradi-
tion in the rural economy of
Purvanchal and Dr Ramchet
Chaudhary of PRDF spoke on
increasing income from agri-
cultural farming of Kala
Namak rice, included in the
ODOP programme.

DyCM: UP emergmg as start-up ecosystem

PNS B LUCKNOW

ttar Pradesh’s Deputy

Chief Minister Dinesh
Sharma said that due to the
efforts of the state government
to encourage start-ups, UP
had been placed in the catego-
ry of Emerging Start-up
Ecosystem under the State
Start-up Ranking, 2019.

The deputy chief minister
said the newly launched Uttar
Pradesh Start-up Policy, 2020
covered start-ups in all sectors,
including agriculture, medi-
cine and health, energy, khadi,
education, tourism, transport.

He said the policy aimed at
setting up more than 100 incu-
bators, a minimum one in
each district of the state, and
creation of an eco-system com-
patible with the establishment
of at least 10,000 start-ups in
the state.

He said with the imple-
mentation of the policy, it was
expected to generate direct
employment for 50,000 youth

e

B
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and indirect employment for 10
lakh persons in the state.
Sharma said in the recent-
ly concluded policy implemen-
tation meeting, seven new
incubators were approved in

Banda, Varanasi, Noida,
Lucknow, Mathura and
Ghaziabad districts.

He said under the Start-up
Policy, 2020, three state-of-
the-art centres of excellence
would be set up in the state, out
of which the construction of
the Centre of Excellence in
Medi-tech, Technology would
be on the SGPGIMS campus in

Lucknow was in progress.

He said a new dedicated
policy was proposed to attract
investment in data centre
industry in the state.

Sharma said under the
proposed data centre policy,
250 megawatts data centre
industry was to be developed in
the state, attracting an invest-
ment of about Rs 20,000 crore
and three state-of-the-art pri-
vate data centre parks would be
set up in the state.

He said under the policy,
various non-financial incen-
tives were proposed to data

centre parks and data centre
units, in addition to capital sub-
sidy, interest subsidy, exemp-
tion in stamp duty on pur-
chase/lease of land and finan-
cial incentives related to ener-
gy. He said additional incen-
tives had been proposed for
Bundelkhand and Purvanchal
regions.

The deputy chief minister
said to eliminate the interfer-
ence of anti-social elements in
transparent and clean admin-
istration and tendering process,
e-tendering system had been
implemented by the govern-
ment in all departments since
May 2017 in which all tenders
above Rs.10 lakh were being
invited through e-tendering
only.

He said UP was the first
state to have implemented the
e-tendering system and was
given the ‘Best Performance
Award’ among the top-per-
forming states during the peri-
od from April 2017 to March
2018.

UP govt simplifies bar licence rules

PNS B LUCKNOW

The Uttar Pradesh government has
simplified the process of granting
licence for opening bars in the state.

The new rules, Uttar Pradesh Excise
(Grant of Bar Licences) Rules, 2020, were
approved by the cabinet which met here

on Friday.

As per the new rules, the provision of
granting bar licences on the recommen-
dation of the committee headed by the
divisional commissioner has been
scrapped. The excise commissioner has
now been delegated the authority to issue
the licence on the recommendation of the
committee in each district headed by the

district magistrate.

The rules provide for decentralisation
of approvals and simplification of the
process and therefore reduce the number
of process transactions from around 28 to

just eight.

The new rules will take far less time
now in the grant of bar licences and will
help the hospitality industry besides bring-
ing higher revenue to the exchequer.

Earlier, as it was mandatory for the
restaurant to be operational in the premis-
es at the time of applying for the bar
license, the applicant had to incur losses
and unnecessary expenditure in running
the restaurant without the bar.

Under the new rules, a restaurant has
to be made operational in the premises by

the time of depositing the licence fee after
the approval of the bar license by the excise

commissioner.

is sought.

ties for the bar.

The new rules are futuristic in nature.
To promote tourism, bar licences will be
provided in airport lounges, special trains
and domestic and international cruises.
Besides, now every bar and club licensed
premises will be geo-tagged.

To ensure transparency and ease of
doing business, the process of granting bar
licence shall be online.

Earlier, the licence fee was charged for
the entire year, irrespective of the month
of sanction of the bar licence. Now, the
licence fee will be charged only for the
remaining period of the year, exempting
the licence fees of the quarters prior to the
month in which the licence is sanctioned.

It will be mandatory to have a mini-
mum floor area of 200 square metres and
a minimum seating capacity of 40 persons
for the premises for which the bar licence

Earlier, it was mandatory for bar
licenses premises to have sufficient park-
ing space. Now private parking, valet park-
ing arrangement within 500 metres of the
premises will be considered sufficient.

If a bar is located in a mall or in any
commercial complex, then the parking
facilities and washrooms of the mall or
complex will be considered as the facili-

It will be compulsory to enclose com-

pletion certificate of the building or an affi-
davit along with supporting documents

under the provisions of Section 15-A (2)

of the Uttar Pradesh Municipal Planning
and Development Act, 1973 with the appli-
cation form.

In case of being aggrieved by the deci-
sion of the district level bar committee
regarding the sanction of licences, an
appeal can be filed before the divisional
commissioner.

Changes in licensed premises of bar
can be approved by the excise commission-
er on the recommendation of the district
level committee by charging 10 percent of
annual licence fee.

Event bar licences for a special event
will be issued online for a period of con-
tinuous six hours in between 8 am to 12
midnight, which can be extended up to 1
pm with the prior approval of the licens-
ing authority on payment of additional
licence fee.

Official sources said that the new rules

were fair and just with respect to penal-
ties and compounding so that no licensee
felt the brunt of penal action, if he ensured
compliance with the rules.

In case of being found indulging in
activities like holding liquor consumption
competition in order to boost the sales, a
fine of Rs.25,000 will be imposed for the
first offence and Rs.50,000 for the second

offence and on the third time, the licence

will be cancelled.
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Provision made
for storage of

1,270 litres
of vaccine

267 test Govid +ve,

PNS B LUCKNOW

On Saturday, 267 persons
tested positive for coron-
avirus in Lucknow taking the
total number of cases to 74,815.
Besides, 315 patients recov-
ered taking the recoveries to
70,677. With seven more
deaths, Lucknow’s death toll
climbed to 1,050 while there are
3,088 active cases. The fresh
cases included 29 from
Gomtinagar, 15 from
Indiranagar, 13 from Rae Bareli
road, 12 each from Vikasnagar,
Hasanganj, Hazratganj &
Chowk, 11 from Aliganj and 10
from Thakurganj.

Across the state, 1,520 per-
sons tested positive, including
43 in Kanpur, 95 in Ghaziabad,
96 in Gautam Buddhnagar, 64
in Varanasi and 176 from
Meerut, taking the UP tally to
5,64,132. There were 32 deaths
in the state, including five in
Varanasi, three in Gorakhpur,
two each in Kanpur, Prayagraj,
Ghazipur & Azamgarh, and one
each in Ghaziabad, Aligarh
Moradabad, Agra, Bulandshahr,
Gonda, Baghpat & Etah, taking
the toll to 8,056. Besides, 1,761
patients recovered, taking the
number of recoveries to
5,35,985.

Meanwhile, provision has
been made for storage of 1,270
litres of Covid-19 vaccine in

Lucknow for the immunisation
which is expected next year.
Additional CMO and district
immunization officer MK
Singh said if the district requires
more vaccine, it would be pro-
vided by the state government.

The vaccine will be stored
in four ice-lined refrigerators of
225 litres capacity each, along
with two old refrigerators.
Singh said there will be three
rooms at the vaccination site.
“There will be a waiting room
for the beneficiaries who will be
there following the Covid-19
protocols. The vaccination will
be carried out in the second
room while the third will be an

observation room where the
beneficiaries will have to stay
for 30 minutes. There will be a
team of doctors, in case there is
any problem faced by the ben-
eficiaries after vaccination,
Singh said.

He said the hospitals will be
on high alert when the vaccina-
tions are carried out.
“December 15 is the deadline
for complete renovation of
District Immunisation Centre
in Aishbagh where the vaccine
will be kept. “There are clear-
cut directions that the storage
area should be newly-con-
structed or fully renovated,” he
pointed out.

Health officials cond_ucting Covid testing in a
locality in Narhi on Saturday

Pioneer

Nodal officer for Covid-19
at KGMU Dr D Himanshu
said viruses have witnessed a
sequential decline with the pas-
sage of time and the same is
happening to the coronavirus
with people developing herd
immunity. “The positivity rate
has declined to a great extent as
people have developed antibod-
ies. The virulence of the virus
has decreased which will
impact its spread, it will contin-
ue to affect people in high-risk
category depending on their
immunity levels,” he said. He
pointed out that trials of the
drug developed by CDRI are in
the final stages.

Two cars stolen
from Ashiyana

PNS B LUCKNOW

wo cars were stolen in

Ashiyana in the last 24
hours. The complainants were
identified as Ravi Kumar
Tripathi of Prayagraj and
Ashok Kumar of Barabanki.

As per reports, Ravi Kumar
Tripathi was in Lucknow to
attend a wedding at Chancellor
Club. He parked his SUV in the
parking area and went inside to
attend the function. When he
returned late in the night, he
found the vehicle missing. He
informed the police control
room and a case was registered
in this connection.

Meanwhile, Ashok Kumar,
who is a contractor, had visit-
ed the house of a friend in sec-
tor-L of Ashiyana and parked
his luxury car outside. In the
morning, Ashok found the car
missing. Two strikes by auto-
lifters exposed the police claim
regarding night vigil. “Senior
officers are conducting night
inspections at different police
stations to keep the cops on
toes. These two cases have
come as an embarrassment for
senior officers,” sources said.

In another incident, cash
and ornaments were stolen
from a house. Reports said the
marriage of Mohammed
Wasim of Garhi Peer Khan was
scheduled for Friday and he,
along with other family mem-
bers, was at the wedding venue.
Around 12:40 am, a neighbour
informed Wasim about the
theft and he reached the scene.
“The thieves decamped with
cash and ornaments breaking
the almirah,” he told the police.
A case was registered in this
connection.

city 03

Man blackmails female friend
after securing obscene pics

PNS B LUCKNOW

Abuilding material supplier
was accused of blackmail-
ing his female friend by threat-
ening to share on social media
her obscene photos which he
took by a trick, in Gudamba. As
per reports, the woman met the
accused in connection with
the purchase of bricks for con-
struction of her house a few
years back. The accused took
Rs 50,000 from the woman but
did not buy bricks for her.
When the victim demanded
her money back, the accused
promised to help her purchase
land at lower rates.

He befriended the woman
and started visiting her house.

THE WOMAN GAVE THE
ACCUSED TWO
BANGLES TO GET THE
DATA DELETED, BUT THE
ACCUSED KEPT AT IT

He spiked her soft drinks one
day and clicked her pictures in
an obscene way. He later start-
ed blackmailing the woman by
threatening to upload the con-
tent on social media. The
woman gave the accused two
bangles to get the data deleted,
but the accused kept at it the
woman continued to give her
money and ornaments from
time to time. Left with no

option, the woman sought help
from the police.

ELECTROCUTED

A 55-year-old man was
electrocuted while another
youth suffered severe burns and
he is battling for his life at a hos-
pital in Gudamba. The incident
took place during a house con-
struction work. The deceased
was identified as Lalji aka Lala
of the area. He was working at
the house being constructed by
Qadir of Daliganj. Qadir’s son
Adil was also at the construction
site and he was helping the
workers. Around 3 pm, both suf-
fered electric shock and were
rushed to a hospital where Lalji
was declared brought dead.
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Mayor presents report card

on completion of

Ry

Governor Anandiben Patel, minister Ashutosh Tandon and mayor Sanyukta Bhatia

at a programme organised on Saturday

Pioneer

PNS B LUCKNOW

Mayor Sanyukta Bhatia pre-
sented the report card of

Nagar Nigam regarding the
work done in the last one year,
on the completion of three
years of her tenure in a pro-
gramme organised on Saturday.
The chief guest on the occasion
was Governor Anandiben
Patel. Also present was minis-
ter Ashutosh Tandon.
Addressing the gathering,
the mayor said that despite the
challenges due to coronavirus,
they increased the resources
and carried out all public-cen-
tric development works in the
110 wards of the state capital.
“We carried out mass sani-
tisation work in Covid-19 times
and 35 tankers were used to

sanitise each and every part of
the city. A community kitchen
was started during lockdown in
which nearly 80,000 people
were fed daily and 35 lakh food
packets distributed. The ‘Hello
Doctor’ facility was started by
Nagar Nigam and sanitary
napkins were distributed
among women. We have even
run green ambulances for
watering the plants at the time
of lockdown and put Rs 1,000
in the accounts of over 72,000
daily-wagers,” she said.

She said Lucknow achieved
12th spot in the Swachhata
Survekshan. “Currently, our
focus is door-to-door garbage
collection and 400 new vehicles
have been pressed into service
in the state capital and clean-
liness work is being done on a

3 years

daily basis,” Bhatia said.

She said regular cleanliness
work is being carried out in the
city and health check-ups of
safai workers and their insur-
ance are also being conducted.

The mayor pointed out
that regular cleaning of Gomti
river and heritage monuments
is also being carried out.

“The biggest achievement
has been the release of the LMC
bond as Nagar Nigam became
the first urban unit in the
country to issue its bond,” she
pointed out.

About future plans, she
said that under the Mission
Shakti programme, a women’s
degree college of Nagar Nigam
would be established.

“To provide jobs to the
poor and needy women, they
will be associated with the
making of sanitary pads which
will be distributed in slums.
New commercial centres will
be established, a community
hall for Valmiki Samaj will be
established and resources will
be increased in the a year’s time
for door-to-door garbage col-
lection,” she added. The mayor
said that the vendors would be
better organised and all efforts
would be made to see that
Lucknow reaches number one
position in the Swachh
Survekshan. She said matters
related to Nagar Nigam prop-
erties would be resolved in a
better manner and beautifica-
tion of crossings and vantage
points would be carried out.

SGPGI to celebrate
Research Day today

PNS B LUCKNOW

anjay Gandhi Post-

Graduate Institute of
Medical Sciences (SGPGIMS)
will celebrate its first Research
Day on Sunday (December
13). It has been decided to cel-
ebrate December 13, a day
prior to the Foundation Day as
Research Day every year to
acknowledge the work done in
this field and to incentivise
quality research.

“SGPGI Foundation Day is
celebrated on December 14
every year. Other institutes of
excellence such as PGIMER
(Chandigarh) and KGMU
have had a tradition of observ-
ing Research Day every year.
SGPGIMS, a much younger
institute, is now taking this
important step too,” the
spokesperson said.

She said SGPGIMS, since
its inception, has given due
importance to research activi-
ties and has achieved significant
progress in frontline research.
“It has been recognised as one
of the leading and outstanding
medical institutes for conduct-

ing exceptional research.
Scientists have brought laurels
to the institute through their
publications nationally and
internationally;,” she added.

The spokesperson said
that the ongoing coronavirus
pandemic has proven how
important medical research is
in improving our knowledge
of various aspects of a disease
in order to enhance patient
outcomes. “As we navigate
through and beyond the pan-
demic, it is important to
recognise and address all pos-
sible opportunities and strate-
gies for research, be it clinical
or basic. Research Day will be
an excellent opportunity for
all the faculty members,
research scholars and stu-
dents to exchange and exhib-
it their ideas on research and
showcase past and current
ideas and results and gain
insights for further work,” she
said. There are 12 awards in
basic research, medical and
surgical categories which will
be given away to the best
research posters in these
categories.

‘Learning a
continuous
process’

Lucknow (PNS): Director of
PGI (Chandigarh) Prof Jagat
Ram stressed that learning is a
continuous process which
involves setting of goals, being
innovative, working with ded-
ication and finding joy in cho-
sen career. He was speaking at
the 11th Prof MK Mehra
Oration at KGMU, which was
organised by the department of
Ophthalmology.

The annual event was con-
ducted in the memory of Prof
Mehra, who was a stalwart of
ophthalmology and former
head of the department. A
senior faculty member said
that renowned ophthalmolo-
gists are conferred this honour
and they deliver the oration lec-
ture on their sub-specialty.
This year, the lecture was deliv-
ered by Prof Jagat Ram.

Prof Ram was awarded the
Padma Shree in 2018-2019.
Head of Ophthalmology
department Prof Apjit Kaur
introduced Prof Mehra as a
visionary whose midas touch
glorified the destiny of the
department.
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Sharma: IT, electronic
policy showing results

PNS B LUCKNOW

he new information tech-

nology and electronic
manufacturing policy of the
Uttar Pradesh government has
given encouraging results as in
just three years, investment of
Rs 20,000 crore investment has
been made in the state by
around 30 investors. The
investment has resulted in
creation of three lakh fresh
jobs. The Electronics
Manufacturing Policy 2017
was announced in December
2017 to attract investment in
the electronics sector in the
state. Deputy Chief Minister
Dinesh Sharma and State
Minister for IT Ajit Pal Singh
told reporters here on Saturday
about the achievement of the
IT sector.

“In less than three years,
we have achieved a lot in IT
sector with Rs 20,000 crore
investments and three lakh
jobs,” they claimed.

Under the policy, Noida,
Greater Noida and Yamuna
Expressway areas located in
the National Capital Region
were declared as Electronics
Manufacturing Zones.

The policy had great suc-
cess and has been able to
achieve its targets of attracting
investment and employment
both. Many reputed compa-
nies from China, Taiwan and
Korea set up their manufactur-
ing units in UP and an
Electronics Manufacturing
Cluster (EMC) was developed
in an area of 100 acres in
Greater Noida.

After the successful imple-

mentation of the Electronics
Manufacturing Policy 2017,
the state government
announced  the new
Electronics Manufacturing
Policy 2020 covering the entire
state for uniform develop-
ment of the electronic indus-
try in all the regions of
the state.

Sharma said the new pol-
icy targeted investment of Rs
40,000 crore over the next five
years and generation of
4,00,000 jobs.

The establishment of three
electronics manufacturing
clusters in the state, an elec-
tronic city near Jewar Airport
along Yamuna Expressway,
Defence Electronics
Manufacturing Cluster in
Bundelkhand and Medical
Electronics Manufacturing
Cluster in Lucknow-Unnao-
Kanpur zone are proposed.

To promote research,
innovation and entrepreneur-
ship in the industry, world
class infrastructure will be
created in the state as three
Centres of Excellence in col-
laboration with the Union g
government and industry
associations. In this order, the
Centre of Excellence (COE)
for product-based Li-ion cells
has been given in-principle
approval by the state
government.

To promote the informa-
tion technology industry, the
IT Parks are being developed
with an investment of approx-
imately Rs 200 crore in all 18
divisions of the state by
Software Technology Parks of
India (STPI), a Central gov-

ernment organisation.
Operation in these IT Parks in
Meerut, Agra, Gorakhpur and
Varanasi is expected to begin
in the first-half of next fiscal.

Apart from this, actions
are being taken to start the
work for development of IT
Parks in Aligarh, Saharanpur,
Azamgarh and Jhansi.

Additionally, 40 acres of
land has been acquired in the
state capital Lucknow to devel-
op a state-of-the-art
Information Technology Park
on PPP model. Out of this, 4
acre land has been allocated to
STPI to set up the country’s
largest incubation centre in
Uttar Pradesh.

As a result of the state gov-
ernment’s initiative, 18 incuba-
tors in prestigious education-
al institutions of the state like
IIM-Lucknow, IIT-Kanpur,
IIT-BHU, Abdul Kalam
University of Technology,
Amity University, KIET
Ghaziabad have started their
operations after approval by
the state government.

The ministers said at pre-
sent more than 3,300 start-up
units had become operational
in the state. They said an
online portal had been
launched to promote incuba-
tors, start-ups and other
ecosystem stakeholders to
engage with respective nodal
agencies.

To meet the financial
requirements of the needy
start-ups, a Rs 1000 crore
fund has been set up by the
state government with the
help of SIDBI which is expect-
ed to be operational soon.

One injured in
firing during
panchayat

Lucknow (PNS): One person was crit-
ically injured when two unidentified
motorcycle-borne miscreants opened
indiscriminate fire, creating panic
during a panchayat called in
Azamgarh to settle a mobile snatch-
ing dispute on Friday evening.

The injured was first rushed to the
district hospital from where he was
referred to the medical college in
Varanasi when his condition deterio-
rated. A case was registered in this
regard and efforts were being made to
trace out the assailants and arrest
them. Reports said that Parvendar
Yadav, a resident of Abyapur village
under Akharula police station in
Azamgarh, was irrigating his field last
Wednesday when two youths snatched
his mobile phone and escaped.

The incident was witnessed by 32-
year-old Durgvijay, a resident of the
same village, but he allegedly helped
the miscreants escape safely.

Yadav alleged the role of Durgvijay
in the mobile phone snatching and so
a panchayat was called in the village
on Friday evening to resolve the dif-
ferences.

Some people from the village of
Parvendar Yadav and some of the vil-
lagers questioned Durgvijay during the
panchayat to find out the truth .

Sources said that when Durgvijay
was disclosing what happened on the
fateful day, two youths riding a motor-
cycle stopped at the place where the
panchayat was being held and fired
half-a-dozen rounds indiscriminate-
ly and escaped.

Two bullets reportedly hit
Durgvijay, injuring him seriously. He
was rushed to the community health
centre at Akharula from where the
doctors sent him to the district hos-
pital. The doctors at the district hos-
pital referred him to Varanasi.

Four separate cases were registered
in connection with the incident and
investigations were on.
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Date : 13" December 2020
Place: New Delhi

Nd National Yuva Cooperative Society Ltd

Regd Office : 209, 2" Floor , A2/B, Vardhman Janak Market
Janakpuri, New Delhi — 110058, Phone: 011-25531063

e E-mail: regdoffice.nycslimited@gmail.com, Website: www.nycsindia.com

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that 19" Annual Representative General
Body Meeting (RGB) of National Yuva Cooperative Society Ltd.
will be held on 29" December 2020 at 3:00 pm at NYCS, B3/97,
Basement, Safdarjung Enclave,
Members of the RGB and Central Registrar of Cooperative
Societies, are requested to participate in the meeting. Detailed
Agenda of the meeting can be viewed in the website:

New Delhi - 110029. All the

Dr. Umesh Londhe
Chief Executive Officer

-
-
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INDIAN RAILWAY "PUBLIC NOTIFICATION"
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said over head line.

Notice is hereby given to all user of Railway line and premises situated
on the completed section of the under noted section of North Central
Railway, that the 25000 volt 50Hz AC over head traction wire will be
energized on after the date specified against the section. On and from the
same date, the over head traction line shall be treated as live at all times
and no unauthorized person shall approach or work in the proximity of the

KM/Location/Chainage

Section
From To

Electrification of Bhaupur Yard DN LINE DN LINE
Remodeling work in connection 1040/22 N-1 1037/20A

with 3rd & 4th line work between (1040/535.72) (1037/660.45)
Kanpur to Ghaziabad Section UP LINE UP LINE
under North Central Railway, 1040/19N 1038/21N
Prayagraj. (1040/459.22) (1038/778.45)
Date of Energization:- 27.12.2020 1375/20(P)

f North central rallway www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in

] @ CPRONCR

Min: J&K will get back
17K hectares grabbed
under Roshni Scheme

Srinagar:Union Minister Anurag
Thakur on Saturday expressed con-
fidence that J&K will get back
17,000 hectares of land that was
grabbed through the Roshni
Scheme, and action will be taken

against corrupts.

“Roshni Act has been struck
down by High Court and (it)
termed the Act illegal and uncon-
stitutional. It clearly defined why
this Act had been brought in...Just
to help a few big names, “ Thakur,
who is the BJP's election in-charge
for Jammu and Kashmir, told

reporters here.

Thakur said he was glad that
the court had taken an initiative and
there has been a fair inquiry into it.

“T'am sure that 3.42 lakh kanal
(17,000 hectares) of land will be
returned to state of Jammu and
Kashmir. There will be action
against who were involved in the

corrupt practice, “ he added.

The Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment has filed a review petition
in the high court seeking to distin-
guish between landless cultivators
and wealthy land grabbers who had
benefitted from the law which has
been struck down. The petition will
come up for hearing on December
16.

Commenting on the ongoing
District Development Council elec-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir,
Thakur said the people will decide
which part wins or loses.

“However, the response to the
five phases of elections so far
means that people have already
ensured the victory of democracy.
The important thing is that these
polls have been free, fair and fear-
free” he said. The union minister
said there were attempts the scare
the people ahead of the elections
“but they (voters) were not

scared. PTI
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Office of The Executive Engineer, Provincial Division

P.W.D., Kanpur Dehat

No.: 2283/4A

E-TENDER NOTICE (SECOND CALL

The Executive Engineer, Provincial Division, P.W.D., Kanpur Dehat on behalf of Hon'ble Governor
of Uttar Pradesh invites the percentage rate bids from the eligible and approved Conlractors registered
with UP PWD Class 'A','B', 'C' & 'D' (Road Work) for following works :

Dated : 8.12.2020

Sl. | District Name of Work Estimated Bid Cost of Bid | Time of Comp-
No. Cost (Rs. | Security Document | pletion (with
In Lacs) |(Rs.in Lacs) (Rs.) rainy season)
1 2 3 4 5 6
1 | Kanpur | Maintenance and Repair 13.00 1.30 500.00+300.00+ 12 Months
Dehat | of Behmai Pantoon Bridge 144.00 (GST) =
on Yamuna River. 944.00

on 30.12.2020 at 12.30 noon.

Bid document is available on website http:/letender.up.nic.in from 21.12.2020 to 29.12.2020
which may be uploaded on above website on 29.12.2020 upto 12.00 noon. Technical bid will be opened

Extra information of Tender is available on website http://etender.up.nic.in.

(Santosh Kanaujia)
Assistant Engineer, Provincial
Division, PWD, Kanpur Dehat.

U.P:
forgm deemde

157765, Date : 11.12.2020
WwWww.up.gov.nic.in
T I ¥ |

(Prakash Chandra)
Executive Engineer, Provincial
Division, PWD, Kanpur Dehat.

Fresh spells of
snowfall in J&K

1PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B JAMMU

Ahead of the sixth phase of District Development
Council elections, parts of Kashmir valley wit-
nessed fresh spells of snowfall in plain areas of Srinagar
and higher reaches of tourist resorts of Gulmarg,
Pahalgam and North Kashmir districts of Baramulla
and Kupwara. In Jammu region, famous tourist resorts
of Patnitop, Bhaderwah,Bani, Trikuta hills where the
cave shrine of Mata Vaishno Devi is located also wit-
nessed fresh snowfall. Due to inclement weather con-
ditions movement of smooth traffic was also halted
on the 300 km long Jammu Srinagar National
Highway. Several interior roads in snowbound areas
also remained covered with thick blankets of snow.

On the other hand, two civilians were injured in
a grenade attack on a police post in Sopore area of
Baramulla district. This is the third grenade attack in
Kashmir valley in the last 48 hours,official sources said.

In Jammu region, Pakistan army violated cease-
fire agreement by resorting to mortar shelling in
Balakote sector of Poonch.According to a Jammu based
Defence Spokesman, Lt-Col Devender Anand
around 6.00 p.m Pakistan army resorted to unprovoked
ceasefire violation by using small arms firing and mor-
tar shelling in the Balakote sector of Poonch. In
response the Indian army retaliated strongly,
spokesman added.

DELHI JAL BOARD: DELHI SARKAR
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SOUTH)-II

JAL SADAN: LAJPAT NAGAR: NEW DELHI-110024

"STOP CORONA; Wear Mask, Follow Physical Distancing, Mai

in Hand Hygiene"

NIT No. 33/S-11/2020-21
Press Tender

S. Name of Work

Reserve price

Date of release

Last date and time

damaged peripheral sewer line by using pipe bursting
technology infront of D-Block Jangpura Extension along
Railway line under EE(S) Il (AC-42 Kasturba Nagar)

No. of tender in for download &
e-procurement RTGS through e-
solution procurement solution
1. Improvement of ge system by repl of old Item rate

2020_DJB_197374 3
10.12.2020

24,12.2020 upto
2.00 PM

ISSUED BY P.R.O (WATER)
Advt. No. J.S.V. 252/2020-21

Further details in this regard can be seen al govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in

Sd/-
(S.Ghuam Sajjad)
EXECUTIVE ENGINEER (SOUTH)-11

Goa’s Covid tally
nears 50,000

PTI Il PANAJI

Goa's coronavirus caseload went
Up by 70 and reached 49,305 on
Saturday, while two deaths took the toll
to 705, an official said.He said 47,489
people have been discharged so far,
including 144 on Saturday, leaving the
state with 1,111 active cases. The offi-
cial said 2,069 samples were tested for
the infection during the day.

city/nation 04

Despite PM's push for Divyangs,
this doctor at receiving ena

ARCHANA JYOTI m NEW
DELHI

t a time when Prime

Minister Narendra Modi
has been emphasising on
empowering the divyangs
and showing sensitivity
towards their needs, the BJP-
run civic body, North
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (North MCD), has
chosen to turn a blind eye to
ensuring even the basic rights
of Dr Sumit Anand, a
Medical Officer with loco-
motor disability.

Not only has he been
denied his due salary incre-
ment for the last four years
since he joined the medical
cadre, the young doctor, at an
urban health centre at Karol
Bagh, has also not been paid
his salary since June, this
year.

As if this unlawful denial
is not enough. His applica-
tion for disability rights and
privileges, enshrined under
the guidelines issued by the
Department of
Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities (DPwD),
Union Ministry of Social
Justice and Empowerment, is
gathering dust in his depart-

ment for the last two years.

In another instance of
the civic body’s stark insen-
sitivity towards the needs of
the persons with disabilities,
the young officer has also not
been provided with a dis-
abled-friendly chair to help
him carry out his day-to-day
official activities.

Dr Anand, however, has
not let this indifference hin-
der his performance. During
the lockdown period due to
Covid-19, Dr Anand report-
ed daily for duty, for which he
was recognised with Corona
Warrior certificates, first by
the then Deputy
Commissioner, Central Delhi
Arav Gopi Krishna and then
Balram Meena, SDM, Karol
Bagh.

“When I complained
about non-payment of salary
to the department, the offi-
cials are pressurising me to
sign a faulty salary pay-bill
without increment and dis-
ability-related benefits,” he
said adding the apathy has
left him and his old parents,
who are dependent on him,
mentally and financially
drained out.

Having failed to get jus-
tice from the civic body, the

Dr Sumit Anand

Dr Anand, however, has not let
this indifference hinder his
performance. During the
lockdown period due to Covid-
19, Dr Anand reported daily
for duty, for which he was
recognised with Corona
Warrior certificates, first by
the then Deputy
Commissioner, Gentral Delhi
Arav Gopi Krishna and then
Balram Meena, SDM,
Karol Bagh

Lieutenant Governor, New
Delhi, the Union Health
Ministry, the  State
Commissioner for Persons
with Disabilities, Dr Anand

is now pinning hopes on the
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC), which
has registered his case for fur-
ther action.

Talking about his disabil-
ity, Dr Anand said, his was a
case of medical negligence
when treatment for an
enlarged lymph node led to
the gradual paralysis of a
nerve leading to his right
shoulder when he was doing
his MD. He had to give up his
dreams of doing specialisa-
tion and joined the North
MCD in the medical cadre.

“It is very disappointing
that bright people like
Anand, who cleared MBBS
and then UPSC in the first
attempt have to go through
such discrimination only
because they are physically
disabled.

“Instead of honouring
their commitment and
boosting their morale, the
North MCD is finding new
ways to harass such Corona
warriors. This must stop and
he should be delivered his
dues immediately to send a
positive message among the
community,” said Dr
Satendra Singh, an activist for
people with disabilities.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FARMERS BRACE...

“Measures were taken to ensure
commuters do not face inconvenience
at places were protest are being staged,”
said police.

The Delhi Traffic Police has
deployed its personnel across important
border points to ensure commuters do
not face difficulties and is constantly
updating people about open and closed
routes on its Twitter handle.

In series of tweets, the traffic police
on Saturday informed commuters about
the closure of the Singhu, Auchandi,
Piau Maniyari and Mangesh borders.

Since these borders are closed, it
suggested that motorists take alternative
routes via Lampur, Safiabad,Saboli and
Singhu School toll tax borders.

Traffic has been diverted from
Mukarba and GTK Road. So, com-
muters have been advised to avoid Outer
Ring Road, GTK Road and National
Highway-44, the traffic police said.

Due to the ongoing farmers’
protests, it said both the Chilla and the
Ghazipur borders are also closed for
traffic from Noida and Ghaziabad.

“The Chilla & Ghazipur borders are
closed for traffic from Noida &
Ghaziabad to Delhi due to farmers’
protests. People are advised to take alter-
nate route for coming to Delhi via Anad
Vihar, DND, Apsara & bhopra borders,”
it tweeted. The Tikri and the Dhansa
borders are also closed for traffic move-
ment but the Jhatikara border is open
only for two wheelers and pedestrian
movement, the traffic police said in a
tweet. Those going towards Haryana,
can take Jharoda (only single carriage-
way), Daurala, Kapashera, Badusarai,
Rajokri NH 8, Bijwasan/Bajghera, Palam
Vihar and Dundahera borders as they
are open, the traffic police said.

Meanwhile, the Sonipat district
administration has offered coronavirus
testing facility to protesting farmers but
most of them are unwilling to get test-
ed, fearing they would be isolated if
found positive and this would weaken
their agitation.

AGRI LAWS...

In the last few years, we've made
reforms to break all such hurdles. The
agriculture sector is one such example.
Today, farmers of India can sell their
produce both at the mandis, as well as
outside. Farmers can also sell their pro-
duce on digital platforms. We are tak-
ing all these initiatives to increase the
farmers’ income and make them more
prosperous’, said Modi while virtually
addressing 93rd annual convention of
FICCI. “If the farmers of the country
become prosperous, the country
becomes prosperous,” said the PM.

The PM’s comment in support of
new laws come soon after two senior
Central Ministers Ravi Shankar Prasad
and Piyush Goyal alleged “infiltration”
of ‘tukde-tukde-gang’ and that of “ultra-
left” elements into the agitation.

Stating that obstacles are being
removed between the agriculture and it's
closely related processes, Modi said the
cold storage infrastructure will be mod-
ernised and would result in more
investments in the agriculture sector.
Farmers will be benefitted the most
from it, he said.

“The farmers have options to sell
their crops in mandis as well as to out-
side parties,” he said assuring that the
‘Mandi System’ would continue.

Protesting farmers, particularly
those from Punjab and Haryana, are
apprehensive that with the coming of
corporate traders (new laws allows
contract farming between outside
investors and the farmers), the “mandi
system” with middle-men (adhatiyas) in
operation could be abolished as
also the system of Minimum Support
Price (MSP).

Interestingly, trading of farm pro-
duce is already in practice in the coun-

try, including Punjab, and only six per
cent of agriculture produce is purchased
under the MSP system (operating most-
ly in Punjab and Haryana).

As the agitation has entered its
third-week (17th day), Opposition par-
ties are backing the farmers while the
Centre is saying “no” to the roll-back of
the farm laws though not unwilling to
amend them and guaranteeing the
MSP. The PM’s comments in support of
farm laws have come close to the BJP
launching its own big awareness cam-
paign with farmers across more than
700 districts in the country. As the
slugfest between the sides continues,
Government has allowed doors of
negotiations open asking farmers to
walk the middle ground.

‘MY FIGHTIS...

In fact, Haryana and Punjab are pre-
dominantly agrarian society and almost
all the elite of the non-farming commu-
nities, whether artists or other profes-
sionals, come from farming back-
grounds, or have close symbiotic rela-
tions with the landed farming commu-
nity --- the farm workers are mostly
from Bihar and Uttar Pradesh and some
from the grim underbelly of Punjab-
Haryana’s rural areas which are rem-
nants of a caste-ridden feudal system.

A farm transporter, one of the
elderly among the protesters, claims the
new farm laws will affect the ecosystem
in Haryana and Punjab whose agricul-
ture survives on State subsidies in the
form of high MSP (minimum support
price) and well-established Agricultural
Produce Market Committees (APMC)
mandis.

WILL ENSURE...

In a related development a group of
29 farmers met Tomar and extended
their support to the new bills, threaten-
ing to stage a protest if those are
repealed. The delegation, led by
Bharatiya Kisan Union’s (Mann)
Haryana State leader Guni Prakash, sub-
mitted a “letter of support” to Tomar on
the farm laws passed by Parliament in
September and demanded the
Government to continue with these leg-
islations.

Chautala, who’s Jannayak Janata
Party (JJP) counts farmers as an impor-
tant constituency and has faced prick-
ly questions about his alliance with the
BJP amid the mounting pressure to
withdraw from the BJP-led Government
in the State, had earlier said he will
resign if the MSP system is threatened.

The Haryana Government could
topple if key ally JJP pulls back support
from the BJP-led Government in the
State. The BJP holds power in Haryana
with its 40 seats out of the 90-seat
Haryana Assembly and the support of
10 JJP MLAs and five Independent
MLAs. The Congress, on the other
hand, has 31 seats. Farmer unions, par-
ticularly in Punjab and Haryana, said
the new laws will lead to the disman-
tling of the MSP system under which
Government agencies buy their crop at
an assured price. After the meeting,
Chautala said the crop procurement at
the Government-decided MSP (mini-
mum support price) would be ensured
for each farmer till the time he was part
of the State Government.

MHA CALLS BACK...

Terming it a “political move” by the
Centre, senior Trinamool Congress
lawmaker Kalyan Banerjee wrote to
Union Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla, say-
ing that law and order is a State subject.
Banerjee alleged that the Centre was
resorting to coercive means to intimi-
date the State administration, and the
top officials were summoned at the
instance of the Home Minister Amit
Shah.

On Friday, Bengal Chief Secretary
Alapan Bandopadhyay and Director

General of Police Virendra refused to
heed the orders of the Union Home
Ministry asking their presence in the
North Block after serious security laps-
es occurred during Nadda’s visit to
Diamond Harbour.

His convoy was attacked by miscre-
ants on Thursday damaging a number
of vehicles and causing injury to party
men including senior BJP leaders.

The Home Ministry promptly made
an unprecedented move directing the
top Bengal officials to appear before it
and explain the security lapses.
Incidentally Home Minister Amit Shah
who is personally monitoring the
Central probe into attack on Nadda’s
convoy is likely to visit Bengal on
December 19 and will stay here for two
days, sources said. In response to the
Home Ministry’s letter the Chief
Secretary wrote back saying his and
DGP’s presence in Delhi was avoidable
as the matter was “already being exam-
ined” by the State Government.

LALU’S KIDNEY...

"The rate at which his disease is get-
ting worse and since he has diabetes for
the last 20 years, his end organ is dam-
aging in an escalating manner. So, the
situation is alarming for the patient's
health. The higher authorities of
Rajendra Institute of Medical Sciences
(RIMS) have been informed in writing
about Yadav's health that emergency sit-
uation can arise at any time," he added.

Dr Prasad also said, in his opinion,
there is no need to transfer Lalu Yadav
to any other medical facility as organ
damage due to diabetes is irreversible
and no medicine can cure it.

"The court or the government has
to decide on whether he needs to be
taken somewhere else for treatment. In
my opinion, there will not be any
major impact on his health if he is taken
outside for treatment. This is because
the damage in body organs due to dia-
betes is irreversible. There is no medi-
cine which will make the kidney func-
tion at 100 per cent from 25 per cent.
Otherwise, there will be no need for
dialysis or kidney transplant,” he said.

"We have taken a decision that we
will consult the resident nephrologist
and decide on the further course of
treatment of Lalu Prasad Yadav," he
added. On Friday, the JTharkhand High
Court deferred Lalu Yadav's bail plea
hearing in the fodder scam case to
January 22, 2021 after considering a
request made by his lawyer.

The RJD leader was admitted to
RIMS on August 30, 2018, after he sur-
rendered at Birsa Munda Central Jail on
Jharkhand court's orders in the fodder
scam. Mr Yadav had in October secured
bail in connection with the Chaibasa
treasury case related to the fodder
scam. However, he is yet to secure bail
in the Dumka treasury case.

Mr Yadav, who had been in prison
since December 2017, was sentenced to
seven years imprisonment in 2018
under the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and
seven years under the Prevention of
Corruption Act in connection with the
fodder scam case. Both the sentences are
being served consecutively. The case
pertains to the fraudulent withdrawal of
?2 3.5 crores from the Dumka treasury
by Animal Husbandry Department
officials between 1991 and 1996 when
Mr Yadav served as the State's Chief
Minister.

INDIA BEING...

This includes adequate number of
prefabricated heated huts for troops and
winter clothing.

At present, more than one lakh
troops from both the sides are stationed
at the LAC in the standoffs and prepared
for long haul. They have made prepa-
rations for staying put in the harsh win-
ter months when temperatures dip to
minus 30 degrees.
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Police force dep

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M VARANASI

The police force and PAC
personnel were deployed at
Datfi Toll Plaza on Saturday to
avoid any confrontation fol-
lowing the announcement by
agitating farmers to make toll
plaza free for the commuters
and block highways in protest
against the Centre’s new three
farm laws. The police were also
alerted to keep close vigil on
the highways. Meanwhile, the
police made the former district
president of the Samajwadi
Party (SP) Satish Fauzi and his
son Ajay Yadav house arrest as
a precautionary measure.

In order to intensify their
agitation against the Centre’s
three new farm laws the agi-
tating farmers had announced
to block highways and make
toll plaza free for the com-
muters on Saturday and in
view of this, the police force
and PAC personnel were
deployed at Dafi Toll Plaza
here to avoid any confronta-
tion between the agitators and

=
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Security at Dafi Toll Plaza in view of farmers’ stir in Varanasi on Saturday —Pioneer

employees working at toll
plaza and also ensure that the
commuters face no inconve-
nience. The police personnel
of police stations situated par-
ticularly in rural areas were
made alert to keep close watch
on the highways.

No confrontation was
reported at this toll plaza and
it functioned normally as
usual. No protest was also

reported at this toll plaza and
highway as well. The police
and PAC personnel were
deployed at the toll plaza even
in the wee hours to ensure the
functioning here as usual.
Nothing untoward happened
and the function at toll plaza
remained normal, the police
claimed.

Meanwhile, the police also
made the former district pres-

ident of the Samajwadi Party
Satish Fauzi and his son Ajay
house arrest. It is pointed out
here that the SP has
announced to support the agi-
tation of the farmers and its
activists also staged a protest
in favour of farmers’ agitation
during the Bharat Bandh on
December 9 last.

Fauzi and his son were
asked to remain at home in
Seergverdhan under Lanka
police station and not hold
talks with others just as pre-
caution in view of the
announcement of the agitating
farmers to block highways
and make toll plaza free, the
police informed. The police
also kept close watch on the
activities of those of the
adjoining areas of toll plaza
who had been in controversy
in the past.

The personnel of local
intelligence unit (LIU) were
also put on alert so as the input
could be gathered on time in
case the farmers gather in
groups for the agitation.

Meeting on COVID-19 vaccination held

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M VARANASI

meeting of the district-

level  Task  Force
Committee of COVID-19
Vaccination was held under the
chairmanship of District
Magistrate (DM) Kaushal Raj
Sharma here on Friday. In the
meeting, Health department
officers have informed that
the construction work of vac-
cination storage room will be
completed by December 31
and three ILRs (Ice Linked
Refrigerators) have become
available to the district from the
state. The vaccination of health
care workers from both gov-
ernment and private hospitals
will be done in the first phase
and then in the further stages,
vaccination of frontline work-
ers and citizens above 50 years
of various departments will be
done. Vaccination will be done
both in government and private
hospitals.

DM directed that district-
level micro plans should be pre-
pared as per the guidelines of
the Central and state govern-
ments and employees related to
vaccination should be trained.
Special arrangements should be
made for the safety and main-
tenance of the vaccines. Other

DM KR Sharma reviewing preparations for COVID-19 vaccination
in Varanasi on Friday

Pioneer

departments should be
informed in time for coopera-
tion in the drive. Sharma also
reviewed the status of corona
infection. He said that the
number of corona cases has
increased slightly in the past, so
there is a need to remain alert
completely. The work of sur-
veillance should be expedited,
sampling work should also be
done on priority and if positive
patients are found in them,
they should be immediately
admitted to Covid dedicated
hospitals.

‘Special monitoring of old

patients should be done inten-
sively by the concerned com-
munity and primary health
centres (CHCs/PHCs), he said,
instructing the Chief Medical
Officer (CMO) Dr VB Singh to
make a calendar and prescribed
doses of tablet Ivermectin to be
distributed free-of-cost to the
targeted groups. Earlier, SMO
of WHO made a power point
presentation of the district
level action plan of Covid vac-
cination. Chief Development
Officer (CDO) Madhusudan
Hulagi, ACMOs, medical offi-
cers, District Programme

Officer (ICDS) and others
including the employees of
UNICEE, WHO, Zapigo and
MicroSave were present in the
meeting.

Meanwhile, the DM also
reviewed the revision work of
the voter list on the basis of eli-
gibility date January 1, 2021 as
directed by the Election
Commission of India. He
directed that BLOs to remain
present at all polling stations in
the district on Sunday and
their supervisory officers AROs
/ EROs should continue to
conduct rounds at their respec-
tive booths. He informed that
a total of 2,920 BLOs and 300
supervisors have been deployed
in the district. During this
campaign special emphasis was
laid on adding the names of
women and young voters. The
DM has set a target of getting
atleast 10 forms for each BLO.
Action will be taken against the
BLO for not meeting the target.
The worst-case ratio of female
and male voters is in Rohania,
City South and Varanasi
Cantonment assembly con-
stituencies.

Special emphasis should
be laid on increasing the num-
ber of women voters in these
assembly constituencies.

65 more test positive 1n Varanasi
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As many as 65 more new
patients have been detect-
ed in the district on Saturday,
increasing the total number to
20,189. The day also saw two
more deaths, increasing the toll
to 333. During the day, the fol-
low-up negative reports includ-
ed 92 and 90 of them have been
recovered from home isolation
while two from the hospitals,
increasing the number to
16,210 and 2,886 respectively.
The total number of patients
who have been recovered so far

is 19,096, leaving 760 active
cases. The recovery rate is
94.58 per cent, while the mor-
tality rate is 1.64 per cent.
Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Dr VB Singh has
informed that in the first
report of the day, 43 positive
patients were found out of
2,735 reports received. Till
then, the total test reports
received were 4,63,557 and
the results of 3,365 are await-
ed. Out of them, 4,43,370 were
negative while 20,187 positive.
The total number of samples
collected was 4,85,132. Earlier,

two males aged 59 and 75 from
Puari Kala (Badagaon) and
Nagwa (Lanka) respectively
succumbed to Covid-19 at Sir
Sundarlal Hospital, Banaras
Hindu University (SSH BHU).
With the addition of five new
red zones, the total number of
hotspots has increased to 2,555
including 225 red zones. Two
green zones have been con-
verted into red zones once
again There are 2,330 green
zones with eight new ones.
Meanwhile, on the instruc-
tions of the District Magistrate
(DM) Kaushal Raj Sharma,

mass/ group antigen tests con-
tinued to be conducted at
Varanasi Junction (Cantt.) and
Manduadih railway stations
but all the 79 and 41 tests done
there respectively were found
negative. Besides, all the 145
tests have been found negative
at Shree Shiv Prasad Gupta
(SSPG) Hospital, Kabirchaura,
176 at LBS Hospital Ramnagar,
155 tests at Government
Women’s Hospital, 31 at
CHC Shivpur, 45 at
Swami Vivekanand
Hospital, Bhelupur and 105 at
SSH BHU.

Notice to

VARANASI (PNS): UP
Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Tourism, Culture,
Religious Affairs and Protocol
Dr Neelkanth Tiwari has taken
the officers of Irrigation depart-
ment to task and issued a
notice to them for the slow
progress of development and
beautification work being done
at Sangam Ghat (confluence of
rivers Ganga and Gomti) in
Kaithi near Markandeya
Mahadev temple with the cost
of ¥1065.66 lakh. He was
reviewing the progress of I
11,731 lakh projects of
Tourism department at its
Chowkaghat office here on
Friday.

The minister instructed
the officers of the department
to complete the projects in time
by launching a drive on war-
footing and ensure maintaining
of quality of work. He also
directed the concerned officers
to complete the project being
done at cost of T1514.02 lakh
at Seer Govardhan before the
forthcoming Sant Ravidas
Jayanti. He said that the con-
struction work on open theatre
and changing rooms being
done with a cost of ¥ 59.91
lakh should be completed by
February 15 so that the pro-
gramme can be organised there
on the occasion of forthcoming

Irrigation

festival of Mahashivratri.
Besides, Tiwari also instructed
complete lane road repairing
work in Ramapura, Benia,
Katuapura, Haraha, Gola
Dinanath, Piarikala, Chetganj,
Habibpura, Pandariba,
Prahladghat, Omkaleshwar,
Rajghat, Madhyameshwar and
Daranagar wards by July next
year. The minister asked the
concerned officers to start heli-
pad construction work in
Domri by approaching the
court to remove the stay. He
said that he will lay the foun-
dation stone of ¥382.32 lakh
project for the development of
pond at Bhadrakali temple in
Sarawa on January 1 next. He
expressed his concern over the
slow progress in the construc-
tion work between Godowlia
and Dashashwamedh Ghat
being done with the cost of ¥
1077.56 lakh and asked the
concerned officers to ensure
completion of work soon.
Meanwhile, the minister
has informed that the head-
quarters (Directorate) of the
Department of Religious
Affairs will be made in Varanasi
as it was decided in a cabinet
meeting held in Lucknow on
Friday under the chairmanship
of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath. This will be the
first directorate to be made at

dept for slow work

state level in the city. According
to him, in 1985, the department
was created but its directorate
has not yet been formed. He
said that with the formation of
the Directorate of Religious
Aftfairs in the city, the activities
of the shrines, temples and
monasteries will be connected
and the schemes related to
their beautification and devel-
opment works will gain
momentum.

IIT-BHU DIRECTOR
FLAGS OFF SHOP-ON-
WHEELS: Director of Indian
Institute of Technology,
Banaras Hindu University (ITT-
BHU) Prof Pramod Kumar
Jain flagged off shop-on-wheels
of Grihastha Georgic Pvt Ltd,
a start-up incubated at RKVY-
RAFTAAR Agri Business
Incubator (R-ABI) on Friday.
Prof Rajiv Prakash, Dean
(R&D), Prof Pradeep Kumar
Mishra, Dean (Student Affairs)
and Principal Investigator,
RKVY-RAFTAAR scheme
were also present. Thereafter,
Jain visited the Bioreactor
Facility & Food Technology
Lab for analytical testing of agri
and food products established
in Malviya Centre for
Innovation, Incubation and
Entrepreneurship (MCIIE).

Grihastha has created a
farm to folk platform, Family

Farmer to provide better price
to the farmers for their agri
produce and to provide quali-
ty products to the customers at
their doorstep. Shop-on-wheels
is one of the milestones of
Grihastha recommended by
the Incubator Committee. It is
starting now in Varanasi
region. It will help people in the
region to instantly get the good
quality agri products.

Earlier, IIT-BHU had
organised a 60-hour online
Agri-preneurship Orientation
Programme (AOP) recently in
which 31 start-ups shortlisted
under RKVY-RAFTAAR Agri
Business Incubator (R-ABI),
participated from UP,
Uttarakhand, West Bengal,
Bihar, New Delhi, Punjab and
Haryana. The online valedic-
tory of the programme was
held on Thursday in which
Prof Pradeep Kumar Mishra
welcomed the chief guest and
IIT-BHU Director Prof
Pramod Kumar Jain and guest
of honour Prof Rajiv Prakash,
Dean (R&D), IIT-BHU. In his
address, Prof Jain congratulat-
ed the selected start-ups and
emphasised on usage of Al
IOT and precision agriculture
in the start-up ideas so that
AtmaNirbhar Bharat, dream of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
can be realised.
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Dhotre reviews performance

of UP Postal Circle

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M ALLAHABAD

nion Minister of State for

Education,
Communications and
Electronics and Information
Technology, Sanjay Dhotre,
visited Allahabad Region of UP
Postal Circle. Chief Post
Master General Uttar Pradesh
Kaushlendra Kumar Sinha,
Post Master General Allahabad
Suvendu Kumar Swain and
other dignitaries of the
Department of Posts were pre-
sent during the visit.

The minister reviewed
the performance of UP Postal
Circle on different revenue
and operational parameters
and gave inputs/suggestions to
improve the performance. The
minister announced the
names of villages covered
under the scheme ‘5 Star
Village’ in Uttar Pradesh
Postal Circle. The Department
of Posts launched this scheme
to ensure universal coverage
of Postal schemes in rural

areas. This aims at financial
inclusion of citizens under dif-
ferent schemes offered by Post
Offices.

The concept of the Five
Star Villages is to ensure 100
household coverage of all
schemes. One scheme is equal
to one star rating. If a village
complete all five schemes the
village gets status of 5 Star rat-

ing.
Passbooks to the girl child
— the beneficiaries of
Sukanya Samirdhhi Yojna -
ambitious scheme serving the
vision of the Prime Minister
for ‘Beti Bachao and Beti
Padhao’ were distributed by
the minister who also distrib-
uted cheques to the benefi-
ciaries of SCWF Senior

Citizen Welfare Fund) and
offered POSB schemes.

During a press confer-
ence, the minister briefed
print and electronic media
about the role being played by
Department of Posts.

He stated that as a service
provider, UP Postal Circle is
committed to provide the
quality service to the cus-
tomers and to serve the citi-
zen in general.

The concept of welfare
state, the vision of good gov-
ernance and the goal of digi-
tal India are being conceptu-
alised and realised by the UP
Postal Circle.

The minister informed
the media about the achieve-
ment of UP Postal Circle. He
highlighted the role played by
Post Offices in Covid lock-
down Department of Posts
has played a crucial role in the
pandemics of COVID-19 by
delivering cash at the door
step of citizens with the help
of APS (Aadhar Enables
Payment System).

NCR promoting Fit India campaign
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North Central Railway is
actively participating and
promoting ‘Fit India’ campaign
launched by the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports,
Government of India. A series
of activities have been planned
under this initiative during
December 2020 to promote fit-
ness across nation.

On Saturday a fitness camp
was organised by NCR Sports
Association in Railgaon,
Subedarganj Stadium.
President, NCRSA and
Principal Chief Engineer
Sharad Mehta welcomed all
participants on this occasion
and briefed on importance of
fitness in our daily life and ben-
efits of this initiative. Under
the ‘Fit India’ campaign a
schedule of physical exercise
including running, walking

-

and stretching has been

designed by experts for railway
employees and their family
members inline with theme of
this campaign ‘Fitness Ka Dose
Aadha Ghanta Roz’
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All officers, staff and their
family members present on
this occasion were imparted
training on these exercises by
expert coaches of NCR sports
association. Sharad Mehta fur-

ther instructed the coaches to
continue guiding officers, staff
their family members and
encouraged everyone to
increase participation in this
important fitness initiative .
The event witnessed par-
ticipation from Ajai Mathur
Principal Financial Advisor
and Navin Kumar Sinha Senior
Deputy General Manager other
head of departments, general
secretary NCRSA Ankur
Chandra, joint secretary Vijay
Kumar, sportspersons of NCR
from various sports disciplines
- Athletics, Gymnastics,
Hockey, Cricket, Badminton,
Golf, Football and other
Railway employees and officials
on NCRSA. The Fit India
Campaign is being organised to
encourage fitness. The cam-
paign will cover Fit India
Thematic Campaign“Fitness
Ka Dose Aadha Ghanta Roz.

43 new Covid cases in Prayagraj
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Prayagraj reported a total of
43 positive cases of the
COVID-19 within the last 24
hours. At the same time, 122
patients also became infection
free on the same day on Friday
evening. About 110 persons
also completed their home iso-
lation, while 12 patients also
discharged from different
Covid hospitals. With this
number of people completing
their home isolation, a total of
19,695 persons have complet-

ed their home isolation till
today.

One patient also suc-
cumbed to the deadly virus on
the same day. On Friday
evening, a total of 5,510 per-
sons got their corona test con-
ducted. Of them, as many as 43
persons were tested positive for
COVID-19.

Meanwhile, a total of 20
people, including about half-a-
dozen employees of two mar-
riage halls of Lohar village of
Belkharnath development
block and the former village

head in Bhangwachungi town
were found corona infected in
the Pratapgarh district. This
stirred up. However, the
administration closed the mar-
riage hall for 24 hours and got
it sanitised.

The Health department
has been involved in preparing
the list of the people involved
in the marriage hall since the
last three days. Those involved
in the matrimonial programme
will be tested by taking a sam-
ple. CMO Dr Arvind Srivastava
said that he has now made

arrangements to send samples
of the marriage hall operators
and employees for testing.

A 66-year-old woman died
on Friday from Corona. She
was a resident of Jhunsi. She
was undergoing treatment at
Swaroop Rani Nehru Hospital.
Apart from this, Senior
Resident of SRN Surgery
Department, Signal
Maintenance worker of
Railways, Branch Manager of
Baroda Bank, MR of a phar-
maceutical company have been
affected due to coronavirus.

Construction
of pontoon
bridges starts

ALLAHABAD  (PNS):
Construction of pontoon
bridges for the month long
annual Magh Mela started. It
started from the Triveni bridge
on the first day. Twenty casks
have been taken out of the
warehouse and taken to the
ghat for the same purpose.
Construction of other bridges
will start soon. The Public
Works Department will con-
struct five bridges by January 5.
On the other hand, the work of
the Chakard Plate roads is also
going on. It is targeted to be
completed by January 10.
Most of the Magh Mela to be
set up in five sectors will cross
the Ganga. In such a situation,
five bridges on the Ganga have
to be built for the devotees
coming form across the globe
and bathe in the Sangam. For
the construction of this bridge,
the matter was complicated
between the officials and the
contractors for the last several
days.

It is because the depart-
ment had reduced the rate of
bridges by revising it. At that
rate, they were not willing to
work. Since the department has
to work below the prescribed
rate. But this time all the con-
tractors put a higher rate. Then
it was finally decided that the
fair is nearer, if the bridge is not
constructed, the fair will be
affected. Therefore, the work
has started from Friday, assum-
ing certain conditions of the
contractors.

Man shot dead by miscreants
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A30—year—old man, who was
going home with his broth-
er, was shot dead by some
unidentified miscreants on
Friday night near Avatar
Talkies under the Shivkuti
police station. After the inci-
dent, all the top officials includ-
ing DIG reached the spot and
reviewed the situation there.

It was learned that the
man who was shot dead was
accused of killing property
dealer Wasim two-and-a-half
years ago. He was released on
bail shortly before. After talk-
ing to the kins, the police raid-
ed several places in the
Mehndori area and picked up
five suspects.

They are being interro-
gated. Police said that prima
faicie it appeared that old
enmity could be the reasons
behind his murder. His broth-
er has seen the accused. Police
came to know about some sus-
pects. Based on the same, the
police are conducting raids to
trace the whereabouts of the
accused persons.

Neeraj Jaiswal, a resident
of Jondhal, has a garment
shop in Azad Market in
Teliarganj.

On Friday night, he closed
the shop and was going home
with his brother Dheeraj.
Some people were already
ambushed near Avatar Talkies.
They started firing indis-
criminately at Neeraj. He
received two shots in the
stomach and one shot in his
chest.

After this, all the hood-

lums escaped. Perturbed
Dheeraj immediately
informed the family and the
police about the incident..

The police immediately
rushed to the SRN with Neeraj
where doctors declared him
dead.

By then the force of sev-
eral police stations including
DIG, SSP Sarvashresht
Tripathi, SP City Dinesh
Singh, CO Sudhir Kumar had
reached the spot. Neeraj’s
brother Dheeraj informed the
police about the enmity on the
basis of which some suspects
were hauled up immediately
in Mehdauri.

Police have picked up five
people in this connection.
Some people who are under
suspicion were not found at
home. Search is underway to
catch hold of them.

SSP Sarvshresth Tripathi
said that Neeraj was jailed in
the Wasim murder case which
took place two-and-a-half
years ago. He had come out on
bail shortly before. Police have
found extremely important
clues in the murder case. The
case will be worked out soon.

Wasim, a property dealer
from Mehndori, was mur-
dered on the night of May 17,
2018. His body was found in
Malak Balau village of
Nawabganj. In this case, the
police had sent half-a-dozen
to jail including Vipin, Neeraj
Jaiswal. Neeraj was released
from jail shortly before.
Wasim and Neeraj had a dis-
pute over money and the
murder took place over the
same issue, added the SSP.

PRIEST KILLED IN
MISHAP: A priest was killed
while four others including
the cyclist sustained grievous
injuries when the car in which
they were returning from a
barat in front of Iradatganj
railway station in the dis-
trict’s Ghurpur police station
area collided with a truck
after hitting a cyclist. When
the news of the priest’s death
reached his house in the acci-
dent, a pall of gloom prevailed
over his family members. The
kins reached the spot weeping
and wailing.

On Friday evening, baarat
of Dipendra Tiwari, son of
Gauri Shankar Tiwari, resi-
dent of Pachkhara village of
Jasra, went to Neeva village of
Dhumanganj. A car was
returning from the barat on
Saturday morning. As soon as
the car reached near
Iradatganj, in the meantime,
an employee of the brick kiln,
Chhote Lal (65) son of
Babadin was going to his
house in Jamuli by bicycle. In
an attempt to save the cyclist,
the car crashed into the
parked truck while hitting
the bicycle.

Utkarsh Tiwari (28) son of
Vinod Tiwari sitting in the car
died. While driving in the car,
Vishambhar Dwivedi (55) and
the groom’s father Gauri
Shankar Tiwari (60) and the
groom’s nephew Rachit Tiwari
(13) son of Ravindra Tiwari
were seriously injured. In the
accident, Utkarsh died while
on the way to the hospital.
Utkarsh Tiwari was a priest of
the marriage procession.
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The Kanpur Divisional Commissioner, Raj Shekhar chairing the Udyog Bandhu megting at his camp office

Pioneer

DG concern over
drainage problem

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

anpur Divisional

Commissioner Raj
Shekhar has expressed concern
over the apathy of authorities
concerned to solve the drainage
system problem in the Rania
Industrial Area (RIA) in the
past three decades.

He directed the Uttar
Pradesh State Industrial
Development Authority, the
stakeholders and the Udyog
Bandhu to work out a solution
to this long-pending problem.

The divisional commis-
sioner also directed the UPSI-
DA to prepare a detailed pro-
ject report (DPR) latest by
March-April 2021 after due
consultation with the National

Highway Authority of India,
the Irrigation department, the
Pollution department and the
Industries.

He said the DPR should be
prepared in two phases, the
first for the area where indus-
tries had been established and
the second phase for the rest of
the area to be taken up.

He also directed the UPSI-
DA to prepare a preliminary
report by the end of this month
with technical and profession-
al agencies while roping in the
Indian Institute of Technology.
He said this should be done
after due consultation with
the stakeholders.

Shekhar said it was a mat-
ter of great concern that the
drainage problem was pending

for the past three decades
and none of the stakeholders
and authorities concerned
had made any effort to solve
it.

Prominent among those
present in the meeting includ-
ed Joint Commissioner
Sarveshwar Shukla, UPSIDA
RM Rakesh Jha and officials of
NHAI Irrigation, Pollution
and other departments con-
cerned.

UPMRC GIVING
FINISHING TOUCHES
TO METRO STNS

Kanpur Nagar (PNS): the
Uttar Pradesh Metro Rail
Corporation Ltd (UPMRC)
has started giving finishing
touches to the IIT and

Kalyanpur metro stations.

It has given the contract for
finishing work of nine metro
stations (constructed between
Motijheel and IIT-Kanpur) in
the priority corridor to
Sam India Builtwell Private
Limited.

The finishing works
include construction of rooms
at the metro stations, plaster
and painting of civil structures,
water supply, drainage, fire
fighting systems, electronic
and maintenance works.

The track beam work has
been completed at the IIT
metro station and it will be
completed at the Kalyanpur
metro station very soon.

The track was laid on the
track beam.

Ethanol production to increase revenues
of sugarcane value chain: Prof Mohan
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ational Sugar Industry

Director Prof Narendra
Mohan on Saturday said with
the growing vehicular popula-
tion and considering a com-
pound annual growth rate
(CAGR) of 8.83 percent per
annum, the petrol sale during
2020-21 and 2021-22 was esti-
mated to be around 38,075 mil-
lion and 41,266 million litres
respectively and this engen-
dered the need for blending it
with 10 percent ethanol to
meet the fuel requirement.

He said the government
was working on both fronts—
capacity building for ethanol
production and availability of
alternative feed stocks.

Prof Mohan said every
effort was being made to
increase the supply to more
than 3,200 million litres and
4,250 million litres during
2020-21 and 2021-22 ethanol

years respectively.

He said as a result of sur-
plus sugar production consis-
tently from the last couple of
years, sugar factories had been
reeling under financial stress
and ethanol had emerged as a
saviour of the sugar industry.

He said ethanol produc-
tion, which ensured dual
advantages of economic and
environmental sustainability,
was now being considered as
a reliable tool not only to bal-
ance the sugar demand-supply
scenario but also to increase
revenues in the entire sugar-
cane value chain besides
addressing the environmental
issues.

Prof Mohan said the dif-
ferential pricing policy
announced by the govern-
ment offering ¥ 43.75,%3 57.61
and ¥ 62.65 per litre for
ethanol made from heavy
molasses and also heavy
molasses and sugarcane

juice/syrup, respectively, had
attracted the sugar industry to
opt for producing more of
ethanol by sacrificing sugar
and during the current sugar
season, it was expected that
about 20 lakh tonnes of sugar
through different routes shall
be diverted for ethanol pro-
duction enabling additional
ethanol production of about
1,200 million litres.

He said to facilitate capac-
ity creation, the government
had already launched a scheme
for extending financial assis-
tance to molasses based dis-
tilleries for enhancement and
augmentation of ethanol pro-
duction capacity which may
result in additional capacity
creation of 6,000 million litres
per annum, keeping in view
the requirement to meet 20
percent blending targets by
2030.

Prof Mohan said the NSI
had formulated various mod-

els for production of ethanol
from various sugar factory
intermediates which result in
reduction in sugar production,
increase in ethanol production
and ensures higher returns.

The NSI director said in
one such model of sugar syrup,
heavy molasses diversion, a
sugar factory of 2500
TCD having integrated dis-
tillery could have additional
income to the extent of 31,000
lakh during the crushing sea-
son.
He said the assured mar-
ket of ethanol and timely pay-
ments by Oil Marketing
Companies made the prepo-
sition attractive for the millers
and keeping it in view, the
sugar factories were working
on various other options for
producing ethanol using cas-
sava, sweet potato, sweet
sorghum, sugar beet and sur-
plus grains so as to work
round the year

37 more test
positive
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

anpur Nagar reported 37

more coronavirus positive
cases on Saturday evening.
Chief Medical Officer Dr Anil
K Mishra said that 37 more
people had tested positive for
coronavirus infection between
Friday evening and Saturday
evening taking the tally of
confirmed cases to 31,417
cases. He said that 10 patients
were discharged from hospi-
tal. He said no COVID-19
deaths in the city was report-
ed till Saturday evening
keeping the death toll to 800.
The CMO said at present 699
active cases were undergoing
treatment. Dr Mishra said
3381 samples were sent for
testing in the city.

9-year-old boy
killed by kin

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

In a tragic incident, a nine-
year-old boy was strangled,
allegedly by his relative, in
Ghatampur police station area
on Friday night.

His body was recovered
from a footpath near Noan
river on Saturday morning.

The boy had gone there to
attend a marriage ceremony
with his parents.

After going through the
video footage, as the handker-
chief tied with on throat of the
deceased matched with the
one held by his brother-in-law
present in the marriage cere-
mony and the blood stains
found on his shoe, the latter
was brutally beaten up and
handed over to police.

According to reports, the
marriage of Kiran, daughter of
Suresh Nishad of Chitauli vil-
lage, was scheduled to be held

on Friday.
Suresh’s brother-in-law,
Chhote Nishad of

Guraiyanpurwa village, had
also gone to attend the mar-
riage with family members. In
the night, Chhote’s son Arvind
alias Krishna (9) was strangled
and his body was dumped on
the footpath near Noan river
bridge about 200 metres from
the house.

During search on Saturday
morning, Arvind’s body, with
a handkerchief tied on his
throat, was recovered.

On going through the mar-
riage video, when the hand-
kerchief tied on the throat of
the deceased matched with the
one held by his brother-in-law
Arvind alias Chintu Nishad of
Misrapur village and the blood
stains found on his shoe, vil-
lagers took nabbed him.

After he confessed his
crime, the villagers brutally
beat him up and handed him
over to police.

Chintu had a love affair
with Arvind’s sister and had
married her about four years
ago. Station House Officer
Ravendra Misra said the
accused had also beaten up his
wife during the marriage cer-
emony.

He was taken into custody
and investigations were on, he
added. The body was sent for
autopsy.

Mixopathy to prove
suicidal: Ex-CMO

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

Granting legal sanction to
Ayurveda doctors to per-
form surgery will prove suici-
dal and it is likely to backfire
dangerously, according to for-
mer chief medical officer Dr
VC Rastogi.

Dr Rastogi, who is spear-
heading the agitation against
the government’s decision to
allow Ayurvedic practitioners
to perform surgeries, said
allowing ‘mixopathy’ would
lead to a fall in medical treat-
ment standards and it would
reflect on future doctors and
the general masses.

“There is no denying the
fact that there is an acute cri-
sis of doctors in the country,
but any attempt to bridge the
gap with ill-prepared practi-
tioners of traditional medicine
systems will have dangerous
repercussions in the times to
come,” he said.

Dr Rastogi said if the gov-
ernment remained adamant
then the medical profession-
als would have to give further
momentum to their agitation.

He added that the medical

professionals did not want to
go in for a confrontation but
would prefer an amicable
solution in the larger interest
of the country and the doctors
as well.

He said a surgeon shaped
after over 10-year meticulous
practical practice and if
‘mixopathy’ was allowed, it
would increase the number of
quacks all over India and the
current image of India in the
world as the most preferred
medical tourism destination
would nose-dive.

Dr Rastogi said the Indian
Medical Association (IMA)
was not against the AYUSH
(Ayurveda, Yoga and
Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha
and Homeopathy) doctors but
was in favour of these doctors
practising in their own areas
instead of overstepping into a
zone meant for allopathic
doctors who were shaped after
hard work put in for over 10
years of studies and then 10
years of practice.

He said the IMA wanted
the AYUSH doctors to be
promoted in their respective
streams.

Woman strangles divyang
daughter, commits suicide

KANPUR (PNS): Upset by the
prolonged illness of her daugh-
ter, a woman strangled her and
then hanged herself in Barra
police station area on Friday
night.

Family members broke
open the doors of her room on
Saturday morning and rushed
the mother-daughter duo to a
nursing home in Naubasta
where doctors pronounced
them dead. Vikas Singh of
Barra-4 is employed in a tyre
company and lives with his
mother, Saroj, father, Shashi
Singh, elder brother, Avinash,
wife, Priya Singh (30) and
daughter, Ananya (5). Local
residents said that Ananya was
a divyang since birth and
despite treatment, she had
failed to recover from her ail-
ment. This had upset Priya
Singh. On Friday night, after
Vikas returned from office,
Priti took Ananya to a room on
the second floor of the house
on pretext of teaching her.
There, after strangling the girl,
Priti hanged herself.

Circle Officer of Govind
Nagar, Vikas Pandey, said as the
kin did not want autopsy, the
bodies were handed over to

them after informing the senior
officials.

TWO COMMIT SUI-
CIDE: Two persons, including
a girl, committed suicide by
hanging themselves in the city

during the past 24 hours.
While a factory worker,
Mangal Singh (32) of

Nasimabad Colony in
Fazalganj, hanged himself late
Friday night, the 23-year old
daughter of Uttam Chand of
Talpura, Jhansi, ended her life
in a hostel room in Kalyanpur
police station area. She was
preparing for NEET here.

Mangal Singh was
employed in a boiler factory.
His father, Chandrika Prasad,
had died several years ago.
His family comprised mother
Shanti Devi, wife Shipra and
younger brother Ravi.
Fazalganj Station House Officer
Ajay Pratap Singh said the
marriage of Mangal’s nephew
was scheduled to be held in
Jhansi on Friday. While all
other family members had
gone to attend the marriage
ceremony, Mangal did not go
there.

He returned from duty late
in the evening and went to rest

in his room. In the night, when
his uncle, Man Singh, returned
and called him for dinner, he
found him hanging from the
ceiling fan. No suicide note was
found in the room.

The SHO said it was not
clear what pushed Mangal
Singh to take the extreme step.

In another incident, Kirti
Sharma was preparing for
NEET by living in the hostel
opened by Ravindra Sharma in
Sharda Nagar, Kalyanpur. She
hanged herself from the ceiling
fan late Friday night.

When the hostel incharge
did not get response from her
room on Saturday morning, he
peeped through the window
and found her hanging.

The body was sent for
autopsy. Kalyanpur Inspector
Ajay Seth said efforts were on
to ascertain cause of incident
with the help of her cellphone.

ELECTROCUTED
Meanwhile, an elderly home
guard was electrocuted due to
electric short-circuit in his
room in Majhawan village of
Vidhnu police station area on
Saturday morning. In a bid to
rescue him, his younger son
also sustained serious burns.
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LTT-Gkp puja spl timing revised

CORRESPONDENT M GORAKHPUR

The railway administration
has revised the timing of
special trains being run for the
convenience of the people.
Passengers are requested to
seek information about the
revised timetable of trains while
making reservation or before
travelling in order to avoid
inconvenience. All coaches in
these trains will be reserved
category and passengers trav-
eling in them will have to fol-
low the Covid-19 guidelines,
Chief Public Relatios Officer
(CPRO) PK Singh said.

The 01079 Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus-Gorakhpur Puja
weekly special will from
December 3 to 31 depart from
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus at
15.50 hrs every Thursday, from
Kalyan at 16.25 hrs, from Nasik
Road at 19.25 hrs, from
Bhusaval at 22.55 hrs, from
Khandwa at 01.10 hrs on the
second day, from Itarsi at 03.40
hrs, from Habibganj at 05.10
hrs, from Vidisha at 06.00 hrs,
from Jhansi at 09.25 hrs, from
Orai at 11.05 hrs, from Kanpur
Central at 13.50 hrs, from
Lucknow at 15.45 hrs, from
Barabanki at 16.55 hrs, from
Jarwal Road at 08.02 hrs, from
Colonelganj at 18:24 hrs, from

Gonda at 19.05 hrs, Balrampur
at 20.07 hrs, Jharkhandi at
20.16 hrs, Tulsipur at 20.42 hrs,
Barhni at 21.29 hrs,
Siddharthnagar at 22.15 hrs
Anandnagar at 22.41 hrs and
reach Gorakhpur at 00.20 hrs.
During the return journey
the 01080 Gorakhpur-
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus
weekly puja special will from
December 5 to January 2 every
Saturday depart from
Gorakhpur at 05.30 hrs,
Anandnagar at 06.20 hrs,
Siddharthnagar at 06.47 hrs,
Barhni at 07.55 hrs, Tulsipur at
08.35 hrs, Jharkhandi at 08.59
hrs, Balrampur at 09.20 hrs,
Gonda at 10.35  hrs,
Colonelganj at 11.02 hrs, Jarwal
Road at 11.19 hrs, Barabanki at
12.50 hrs, Lucknow at 14.05
hrs, Kanpur Central at 16.05
hrs, Orai at 17.32 hrs, Jhansi at
20.00 hrs, the second day from
Habibganj at 00.50 hrs, Itarsi at
02.40 hrs, Harda at 03.24 hrs,
Khandwa at 05.40 hrs, Bhusaval
at 07.30 hrs, Nashik Road at
10.55 hrs, Kalyan at 13.50 hrs
and will reach Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus at 15.10 hrs.
STOPPAGE PROVIDED:
The railway administration for
the convenience of passengers
has decided to provide addi-
tional stoppage to the

05045/05046 Gorakhpur-
Okha-Gorakhpur special train
for two minutes at
Khambhaliya station,
Chief Public Relations Officer
(CPRO) Pankaj Kumar Singh
said. As a result from
December 12 the 05045
Gorakhpur-Okha special train
will arrive at Khambhaliya sta-
tion at 01.26 hours and will
leave at 01.28 hrs. Likewise
during the return journey from
December 13 the 05046 Okha-
Gorakhpur special train will
arrive at Khambalia station at
23.00 hrs and leave at 23.02
hrs.
COMPOSITION
CHANGED: The railway
administration has changed
the composition of the
05004/05003 Gorakhpur-
Kanpur Anwarganj-Gorakhpur
Chauri Chaura special from
December 16 till further notice,
CPRO PK Singh said. In the
05004/05003 in Gorakhpur-
Kanpur Anwarganj-Gorakhpur
Chauri Chaura special train
from December 16 as per the
revised coach structure, a total
of 19 coaches, including two of
GSLR, six of general second
class, six of sleeper class, three
of AC third, one of AC second
and one of first-cum-second
AC coach will be attached.

62-yr-old woman meets tragic end

CORRESPONDENT B MIRZAPUR

A62—year—old women died in
a road accident under
Adalhaat police station on
Friday. As per the reports,
Champa Devi (62), a resident
of Bhaaipur Khurd village, was
crossing the road on Adalhaat
Sakraudi road when she was hit
by a motorcyclist. As a result
she sustained serious injuries
and was admitted to a private
nursing home located at
Narainpur. During treatment
the women died. After the
accident the motorcyclist man-
aged to flee from the spot. After
registering the case the police
completed the legal formalities
and launched a search for the

motorcyclist. Meanwhile in a
head-on collision between a
Roadways bus and a trailer 16
persons were injured. Out of
themfour had been admitted to
the district hospital. As per the
reports, a Roadways bus car-
rying 42 passengers was on the
way to Lucknow from
Mirzapur on Friday. The bus
passengers got injured when a
uncontrolled trailer knocked it
near Rannopatti village on
Mirzapur Prayagraj road under
Jigna police station. On the
information the area police
reached the spot sent the
injured to a hospital and reg-
istered a case against the driver
of the trailer. However, the bus
driver was safe. After the acci-

dent the trailer driver managed
to flee from the spot.

ASSAULTED: A contrac-
tual lineman was assaulted by
some miscreants on Friday.
The Madihan police registered
a case and investigation into the
matter was on. As per the
reports, the staff of the
Electricity department was
returning from Reksa Khurd
village under Madihan police
station after disconnecting an
illegal electricity connection
when some miscreants assault-
ed the lineman.

On the application of the
victim the police registered a
case and was investigating the
matter. However, no arrest has
been made yet, last reports said.

Progress of tower wagon shed inspected

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE Il VARANASI

General Manager, North Eastern Railway
(NER), Vinay Kumar Tripathi along with
Divisional Railway Manager (DRM) Vijay
Kumar Panjiar, Project Director (PD) of Rail
Vikas Nigam Limited, VK Shukla, and senior

officials, on Friday inspect-
ed the progress of the tower
wagon POH shed under
constructon work on 6.24
acres near Dullahapur sta-
tion. He conducted a thor-
ough inspection of the shed
built in an area of 3,780
square metre, 1.2 route km
double line and pucca con-
struction work being done
in 650 square metre area
and directed the authorities
concerned to develop con-
nectivity of this shed as per
doubling. He also saw the
diagram of the shed project
being constructed by the
Rail Vikas Nigam Limited

and also discussed the yard remodelling of
Dullahapur station with its the officials. The GM
said the construction of the tower wagon shed
is in progress according to the doubling but it
will be of benefit only if it can be connected to
Dulhapur station from both the up and down
side. On the occasion Senior Divisional
Operations Manager (SDOM) Rohit Gupta,
Senior Divisional Engineer (SDE-Coordination)
Rajeev Agarwal, Senior Divisional Commercial
Manager (SDCM) Sanjeev Sharma, Senior

Divisional Personnel Officer (SDPO) Sameer

Paul, Senior Divisional Signal and Telecom

Engineer (SDSTE) Trimbak Tiwari, Senior
Divisional Electrical Engineer (SDEE) Satyendra
Yadav, Senior Divisional Mechanical Engineer
(SDME) Satyaprakash Srivastava and senior offi-
cers of RVNL were present. Earlier the GM

reached Aunrihar by
¢ his inspection special
train and conducted a
thorough inspection of
_. the DEMU shed. He
inspected the equip-
ment of the DEMU
shed workshop and the
coaches to be main-
tained there as well as
tested the safety
knowledge of the tech-
nical staff there.
Besides he directed to
reduce the power con-
sumption of the
DEMU shed and useit
to its full potential.
Apart from it the GM

VK Tripathi, DRM VK Panjiyar along with
senior officials while conducting the window
trailing inspection of the Aunrihar-Dullahapur
and Aunrihar-Jaunpur rail sections checked the
rail track, curvature, bridge culvert, block sec-
tion, signal, visibility board, ballast spread, track
packing etc and tested the speed limit and safe-
ty of the rail section. This inspection was car-
ried out with the aim of ensuring rapid and safe
operations, Public Relations Officer (PRO),
Varanasi, Ashok Kumar said.

Multi-speciality hospital inaugurated

CORRESPONDENT Il CHANDAULI Chandauli. Earlier the ministers
were welcomed by being pre-
sented bouquets. Among those
present were Dr R Singh, Rana
Pratap Singh, Omprakash Singh,
Anil Gupta Guddu, Rajkishore
Singh, Dr Nilima Singh Dr RK
Singh, Dr Ajit, Chairman Santosh
Kharwar, Dr Laxmishankar
Yadav, Dr Ajit, Ramesh Jaiswal,
Vijay Kumar Singh, Gaurav

Cabinet minister Anil Rajbhar and
UP Minister of State for Energy
and minister incharge of the district,
Ramashankar Patel, inaugurated a
multi-specialty Aditri Child and
Dental Hospital located in Bechupur
Naibasti on Friday. On the occasion its ..
incharge Dr Nidhi Singh said that the ?
said hospital had been equipped with

necessary facilities for dental diseases and
those related to children and besides treatment
has been arranged by specialist doctors. UP
Cabinet Minister Anil Rajbhar said that a spir-
it of service is required for the uplift of society.
He said the hospital was a huge achievement for

Singh, Vishal Tiwari, Shivay Shah, Hariom, Sunil
Srivastava, Rishi Chauhan, Pradeep Singh,
Arvind Pandey, Dr KN Singh, Taufiq Ahmed,
Nikhil Gupta, Ramesh Jaiswal, Mahendra Singh,
Amar Pratap Singh, Ranvijay Singh, Sanjay Singh,
Sachin Agarwal and Archit Chaurasia.

Safety demonstration organised

PNS B VARANASI

nder the joint aegis of the

Banaras Locomotive
Works (BLW)’s  Safety
Department and Railway
Protection Force (RPF) a safe-
ty demonstration and training
workshop was organised at the
western gate of the workshop
premises on Friday. The
demonstration of initial action
under special circumstances
by the on duty railway employ-

ees at the time of fire accident
and use of correct method of
firefighting under special cir-
cumstances and training was

attended by 91 employees
working in the Loco Division
(LAS workshop) and the RPE.
It may be pointed out here that
this is the fourth such event in
BLW. Earlier training was
organised in the administrative
building on November 20, at
Engine Division on November
27 and in Stores division on
December 4. Another similar
event will be organised in the
Block and Plant Division on
December 18.
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Seized gold went missing from accused’s safe: GBI

PNS B NEW DELHI

Whlle the CBI has set up
‘internal inquiry”

after 103 kg gold worth Rs 43
crore, seized and sealed by it
eight years ago, went missing,
it clarified on Saturday that the
missing gold in Tamil Nadu
was not kept in its “malkhana”
(vault) and was inventoried
and kept in the safe of accused
firm Surana Corporation.

“It is clarified that CBI
searched the building of
Surana Corporation Limited,
NSC Bose Road, Chennai and
prepared a search list. The
search list mentioned that
400.47 kg gold has been inven-
torised and was kept in safe
and vaults of Surana, sealed in
presence of independent wit-
nesses and the MD of Surana
corporation and its officials,”
the CBI said in a statement.

As per the directions of
the Madras High Court, the
vaults were opened in the

presence of official liquidator,
officials belonging to six Banks
and independent witnesses
inspected from February 27,
2020, to February 29, 2020, to
hand over the gold to the
lender banks of Surana
Corporation, it said.

“The seals affixed on the
vaults were found intact.
However, gold weighed only
296.66 kgs. As the discrepan-
cy between the quantity men-
tioned in search memo and as
per the weight came to notice,
CBI promptly ordered an inter-
nal inquiry by a senior officer
to look into the role of its offi-
cials, if any;” the agency said.

“It is clarified that the
inventorised gold was not kept
in Malkhana of CBI. Rather it
was in premises of Surana only
under the seal. While the
enquiry was on, the petition
was filed in High Court and
accordingly High Court passed
an order dated 11.12.2020,
it said.

CBI’s internal enquiry
continues and if any adverse
role of any CBI officials sur-
faces, strict action will be
taken against them, it further
said, adding, the Madras High
Court has observed that CBI
under the DSPE Act does not
have authority to register a
theft case which falls within

the domain of local police.

The theft case will be reg-
istered by the CB-CID of
Tamil Nadu and investigation
will be conducted by an offi-
cer of the rank of SP in CB-
CID, it added.

The gold is part of 400.47-
kg bullion and ornaments
confiscated by the CBI when

[ It is clarified that CBI searched the
building of Surana Corporation Limited,
NSC Bose Road, Chennai and prepared
a search list. The search list mentioned
that 400.47 kg gold has been
inventorised and was kept in safe and
vaults of Surana, sealed in presence of
independent witnesses and the MD of
Surana corporation and its officials, the
CBI said in a statement

(7 As per the directions of the Madras High
Court, the vaults were opened in the
presence of official liquidator, officials
belonging to six Banks and independent
witnesses inspected from February 27,
2020, to February 29, 2020, to hand
over the gold to the lender banks of
Surana Corporation, it said

it carried out searches at the
office of Surana Corporation
Ltd in Chennai in 2012 in a
case pertaining to alleged
favours extended by officials of
Minerals and Metals Trading
Corporation of India (MMTC)
to the firm in import of gold
and silver.

During the hearing on the

matter in the Madras high
court, the agency’s lawyer sub-
mitted that “an internal
inquiry is being conducted by
the CBI in this regard”.

“When this Court
expressed its opinion, as to
why no FIR was registered for
theft, the learned Special
Public Prosecutor submitted
that an internal enquiry is
being conducted by the CBI in
this regard. He requested this
Court to give a direction to the
CBI to register an FIR for theft
and conduct investigation. He
even suggested that this Court
could direct the CBI of the
neighbouring State or the
National Investigating Agency
to conduct the investigation,’
the high court bench said.

A regular FIR for theft
should have been registered in
the jurisdictional police station
and the police investigation
under Chapter XII of CrPC
should have been conducted”,
the high court noted.

Sushil Kumar Modi from Bihar signs after taking oath as a member of the Rajya

Sabha, in New Delhi, on Saturday
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CTA polls: US China play mtelllgence game

PNS B NEW DELHI

he US and China both are

engaged in a fox game of
Intelligence to outsmart each
other ahead of the Central
Tibetan Administration (CTA)
elections early next year in
Dharamshala in their bid to
gain dominance in Tibetan
politics even as the challenge for
the Indian administration is to
install a leadership amenable to
its security interests.

Through this game, both
the US and China-based organ-
isations are ostensibly also seek-
ing to size up the stature of the
Dalai Lama by pumping money
in the run up
to the CTA polls and install
leadership inclined to them,
sources said. While two Trusts
were created in the US three
years back to transfer donations
to the Dharamshala-based
Social and  Resources
Development Fund (SARD), a
non-profit organization estab-
lished in 1997 by the CTA.

Instead of distributing the
donations from the US to the
community, the SARD offered
loans to the Tibetans based in
Dharamshala for various pur-
poses including business and
reconstruction, they said. The
chairmen of both the US-based
trusts are contesting the CTA
elections in early 2021 in what
is a direct American agenda of
influencing the Tibetan elec-
tions, they further said.

The US-based trusts have
funded SARD to the tune of
several crores which was ulti-
mately distributed as loans and
even as relief to fight Covid-19.

In addition to this, the
American Christian missionar-

ies have also funded SARD sig-
nificantly in a clear signal that
even religion is negotiable for
the US-based Tibetans in fray
for the CTA polls next year, they
said. Likewise, China is also
seeking to influence the CTA
polls in order to garner support
from Dharamshala for backing
the Dalai Lama it aims to foist
and get recognition for the
tallest spiritual leader of the
Tibetans. China, the sources
said, adopted a trick different
than the US and used arrested
Chinese national Luo Sang alias
Charlie Peng to funnel money
in the CTA elections. Sang,
nabbed in a money laundering
case worth over Rs 1,000 crore,

transferred money through
hawala to the Tibetan leader-
ship in Dharamshala.

“The Tibetan cause has
gained a bigger proportion
globally and both the US and
Chinese intelligence agencies
are seeking to influence the
CTA polls despite the fact that
India has single handedly con-
tributed the most in taking care
of Tibetan refugees. The secu-
rity establishment here is grap-
pled with the challenge of push-
ing candidates close to Dalai
Lama, a known supporter of
New Delhi or those considered
close and loyal to India,” an offi-
cial familiar with the develop-
ments in Dharamshala said.
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India pledges $2 billion
to strengthen care for
women, kids, adolescents

PNS B NEW DELHI

India on Friday pledged a
commitment of USD 2 billion
at the World Health
Organisation’s “Lives in the
Balance” summit to provide
essential services to women,
newborns, young children and
adolescents across the world.

The summit organised by
WHO’s The Partnership for
Maternal, Newborn & Child
Health (PMNCH), a global
alliance of more than 1,000
organisations, registered a total
commitment of USD 20.6 billion
from a group of high income, low
and middle-income countries
and charitable foundations across
the world. “USD 6.6 billion (32
per cent) of the total pledge is
from money committed by low
and middle-income countries
themselves, including
Afghanistan, India, Kenya,
Liberia, and Nigeria. An addi-
tional USD 14 billion (68 per
cent) is from official develop-
ment assistance and grants given
by Germany, Canada, Sweden,
UK, USA and the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation,” the PMNCH
said in a statement.

India’s commitment of USD
2 billion will be used to strength-
en all levels of care in response
to the pandemic and to ensure
essential public health functions
during the year 20-21.

“As important as this USD
20.6 billion is, it only will par-
tially solve the problem of pro-
viding basic essential services
for women, newborns, young
children and adolescents,”
Rajesh Bhushan, Union Health
Secretary said. “Comprehensive
efforts and collective advocacy
are needed to ensure availabil-
ity of substantially enhanced

financial resources for this noble
cause,” he said. The recent WHO
data from 105 countries shows
that 90 per cent of countries have
experienced disruptions to
health services, with low-and
middle-income countries report-
ing the greatest difficulties.

According to early esti-
mates of the indirect impact of
Covid-19 on child and mater-
nal mortality, more than 2 mil-
lion additional deaths are esti-
mated over 12 months (2020-
2021) above the pre-pandemic
level because of disruptions to
essential health and nutrition
services. “The health and well-
being of women, children and
adolescents are now at great risk,
with inequities compounded
by narrowing access to essential
health services such as antena-
tal care, skilled assistance at
child birth, postnatal care,
immunizations and family plan-
ning. Our concern is that
resources — insufficient to
begin with — are being divert-
ed away to respond to the
Covid-19 pandemic,” Helen
Clark, Chair of PMNCH and
former Prime Minister of New
Zealand, said.

As of November 2020, 2.8
million children and adolescents
have contracted Covid-19 in 87
countries, according to
UNESCO. It said that in April,
1.5 billion students were affect-
ed by educational institutions
closures in 195 countries this
year, leading to loss of school
meals and critical impacts on
child nutrition. “This funding
will ensure women, children
and adolescents can access
health services and priority
social protections throughout
the Covid-19 crisis and recov-
ery periods,” Clark said.

CLIMATE AMBITION SUMMIT 2020

India doing beyond
expectations: PV

PNS B NEW DELHI

India is not only on track to
achieve its Paris Agreement
targets but to exceed them
beyond expectations, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
on Saturday at the Climate
Ambition Summit 2020
through video conference.

“Today as we are looking to
set our sight even higher, we
must also not lose sight of the
past. We must not only revise
our ambitions but also review
our achievements against tar-
gets already set. Only then can
our voices be credible for future
generations,” he said at the
summit on the occasion of the
fifth anniversary of the land-
mark Paris Climate Agreement.

Sharing details on the
achievements achieved by India
under the pact, Modi said that
“ We have reduced our emis-
sion intensity by 21 per cent
over 2005 levels. Our solar
capacity has grown from 2.63
GigaWatts in 2014 to 36
GigaWatts in 2020. Our renew-
able energy capacity is the
fourth largest in the world.

“It will reach 175 GigaWatts
before 2022. And, we have an
even more ambitious target
now — 450 GigaWatts of
renewable energy capacity by
2030,” he pointed out. We have
also succeeded in expanding
our forest cover and safeguard-
ing our biodiversity, said the
Prime Minister who asserted
that “on the world stage, India

has pioneered two major initia-
tives ie the International Solar
Alliance, and Coalition for
Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure to cut down cli-
mate change.

Asserting that India is
committed to walk on green
path, the Prime Minister,
addressing the global leaders at
the summit, said that in 2047,
as India will celebrate 100
years as a modern, independent
nation, it will not only meet its
own targets, but will also
exceed your expectations.

The Summit provides a
platform for leaders to
announce ambitious new com-

mitments under the Paris
Agreement. This agreement is
a landmark deal in the multi-
lateral climate change process.

For the first time, a bind-
ing agreement brought all
nations into a common cause
to undertake ambitious efforts
to combat climate change and
adapt to its effects.

It is a legally binding inter-
national treaty on climate
change which was adopted by
196 Parties at the twenty-first
session of the Conference of the
Parties (COP) in Paris, on the
12th of December 2015 and
came into force on the 4th of
November 2016.

India, Iran and Uzbekistan to hold talks
tomorrow on joint use of Chabahar port

New Delhi: For the first time,
India, Iran and Uzbekistan will
hold a trilateral dialogue on
Monday on joint use of the
strategically located Chabahar
port which is being increasing-
ly seen as a fulcrum of connec-
tivity to Central Asia.

The announcement of the
meeting was made by the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA). “The first trilateral
working group meeting between

India, Iran and Uzbekistan on
joint use of Chabahar Port will
be held virtually on December
14, the MEA said.

The port is being devel-
oped by India, Iran and
Afghanistan to boost trade ties
among the three countries in
the wake of Pakistan denying
transit access to New Delhi.
Located in the Sistan-
Balochistan province on the
energy-rich Iran’s southern

coast, the port can be easily
accessed from India’s western
coast, bypassing Pakistan. It is
considered to be a major tran-
sit point to connect with sev-
eral Central Asian countries.
The trilateral meeting is
taking place in the backdrop of
India pitching for participation
of Uzbekistan in the
International North South
Transport Corridor (INSTC)
project. PTI
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NADDA’S CONVOY ATTACK

Not accountable to Home Min:
TMG hits out on summons

Kolkata:Senior Trinamool
Congress lawmaker Kalyan
Banerjee wrote to Union Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla on
Saturday, saying that West
Bengal's chief secretary and
director-general of police were
summoned to Delhi over the
attack on BJP chief JP Nadda's
convoy with “political motive”,
asserting that law and order is
a state subject.

Banerjee, the chief whip of
the TMC in the Lok Sabha,
alleged that the Centre was
resorting to coercive means to
intimidate the state adminis-
tration, and the top officials
were summoned at the instance
of the Union Home Minister.

BJP national general sec-
retary Kailash Vijayvargiya,
however, said that everyone
saw how Nadda's convoy was
attacked by alleged TMC work-
ers on December 10 and
Banerjee's letter to Bhalla has

“little merit”

“We want to inform you
that law and order is within the
domain of the state under 7th
Schedule of the State list....
How in respect of the law and
order situation you can call
both the officers for any sorts
of discussion?” the TMC MP
said in the letter.

“It appears that with a
political motive and at the
instance of your minister, who
is a political person belonging
to Bharatiya Janata Party, you
have issued the said letter. You
are trying to coerce the officers
of West Bengal with political
vindictiveness. It appears you
are interfering with the feder-
al structure;” Banerjee added.

He said that in respect of
law and order, the state gov-
ernment is accountable to the
legislative assembly “but not to
you or to your home minister”.

The TMC leader also

claimed that a person, who is
a convict in a case and named
in 59 other criminal cases, was
in the convoy of Nadda on
December 10 and “made
provocative gestures” to the
TMC supporters standing on
the roadside.

“Laws have been thrown
out in river by your action at
the instance of Shri Amit Shah,
BJP leader and Union Home
Minister;” the lawmaker said,
adding that indirect attempts
were being made to impose
emergency in West Bengal.

Banerjee said that with
Parliament not in session, he
was voicing strong opposition
to the move by the Centre
through the letter on behalf of
his party. In response to the let-
ter, Vijayvargiya said,
“Everyone saw what happened
on December 10, how the con-
voy was attacked by TMC
men.” PTI

Rajini’s entry into
politics will not

have any impact:
"I'N Minister

Madurai: Actor Rajinikanth's proposed party
Would not have any impact on Tamil Nadu
politics and not everyone can be as success-
ful as AIADMK founder M G
Ramachandran or late ] Jayalalithaa, Minister
for Cooperation Sellur K Raju said on
Saturday.

Chief Minister K Palaniswami's wave was
sweeping through Tamil Nadu and people
knew who should rule in the Centre and the
state, he told reporters here.

Referring to Rajinikanth's decision to float
a political party in January 2021 and face the
assembly polls, he said, “Actors who were con-
fined to their house until yesterday have come
to the public domain today”

Article 370 allowed rampant
corruption in J&K: Union Min

PTI B SAMBA

Union Minister Jitendra Singh
Saturday said the now-scrapped
Article 370 had paved the way for
rampant corruption in Jammu and
Kashmir as successive state govern-
ments used it to make their own anti-
graft laws, customised allegedly for
convenience.

He said the setting up of the
District Development Councils
(DDC) will bring further account-
ability, transparency and outcome-
oriented approach in the working of
the administration in Jammu and
Kashmir.

“The Article 370 had paved the

gave the state rulers the prerogative
not to allow the Centre's Prevention
of Corruption Act to be implement-
ed in Jammu and Kashmir like the
rest of the country, he said.

Singh, the Union Minister for the
Prime Minister's Office, said the
Prevention of Corruption Act was
implemented in Jammu and Kashmir
only after the abrogation of Article
370 and the state having turned into
a Union Territory.

The Article 370 was abrogated on
August 5, 2019, and subsequently the
erstwhile state was divided into two
UTs -- Jammu and Kashmir, and
Ladakh.

Singh, who hails from Jammu

book.

“As a result, corruption in Jammu
and Kashmir, both in lower as well as
in higher offices, became a norm
rather than an exception and the
common impression was that any-
body who was smart enough to get
away with it, could also manage to go
scot-free;” he said. With the imple-
mentation of the Prevention of
Corruption Act in Jammu and
Kashmir now, the minister said, now
there are timelines fixed to dispose
corruption cases and at the same
time, not only the bribe-taker but also
the bribe-giver is held guilty.

Singh said that in the last one
year, there is a visible change in gov-

“Tamil Nadu politics will not see any-
thing new with the entry of Rajinikanth,” he
claimed. The Minister further said the vot-
ers would teach a good lesson to the new

entrants.

“No one can enter politics and be suc-
cessful like late MGR or Jayalalithaa... Only
those who toil for the people would emerge
successful in the state,” he added.

PTI

way for rampant corruption in
Jammu and Kashmir because it gave
the successive governments in the
state the right to enact their own anti-
graft laws which were inadequate and
tailor-made for convenience,” he told
an election rally in support of BJP
candidates in the DDC polls.

At the same time, Article 370 also

and Kashmir, said there was no
effective curb on corruption in the
past because the erstwhile state of
Jammu and Kashmir had its own
anti-corruption law and probes into
corruption cases carried on indefi-
nitely, allowing the officials con-
cerned to get superannuated, or
making too late to bring them to

ernance and the good governance
practices followed by the Centre are
also being gradually implemented in
Jammu and Kashmir, one after the
other.

“This has also led to a conspicu-
ous change in the work culture in the
government setup which was gross-
ly lacking in the past,” he said.

/-yr-old gang-raped
in Muzaftarnagar

PTI B MUZAFFARNAGAR (UP)

Aseven-year-old girl was
allegedly raped by two
men in a village in Uttar
Pradesh's Muzaffarnagar dis-
trict, police said on Saturday.

The minor had gone miss-
ing for some hours, after which
her family started searching for
her. She was found uncon-
scious and bleeding on the roof
of a nearby house in the village
under Budhana police station
limits on Friday evening, they
said.

A case has been registered
against the two men under

Indian Penal Code Section
376D (gang rape) and the pro-
visions of the Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act, Circle Officer
(CO) Girija Shanker Tripathi
told PTI.

The two accused were
arrested, the CO said.

In his police complaint, the
minor's father alleged that the
accused took her to a nearby
house and raped her. He said
they left her on the roof of the
house in an unconscious state.
The family members rushed
her to hospital, the girl's father
stated.

UP court sentences man
to 7 years' rigorous

imprisonment for
raping minor girl

Mainpuri: A local court here has sen-
tenced a person to seven years' rigorous
imprisonment in connection with the
rape of a minor girl in 2012 and also
slapped a fine of Rs 11,000 on him.

The court passed the order on Friday,
assistant district government counsel
Pushpendra Singh Chauhan said here on
Saturday. He said Pradip Kumar, a resident
of Udhan village of the district, had on
January 16, 2012 kidnapped a minor girl
aged 13. After a search by the minor's
mother and her family members yielded
no results, a complaint was lodged against
Kumar at the local police station the next

day, Chauhan said.

Saturday.

PTI | said.

TN: 4 dead, 10 hurt
as truck rams into
several vehicles

Chennai: Four persons died while 10 oth-
ers were injured after a truck laden with
cement bags rammed into as many as 10
vehicles, on the Thoppur road in
Dharmapuri district, the police said on

According to the police, the brakes of
the cement bag-laden truck failed and it
dashed against 10 cars and a small van,
killing four and injuring 10 others.

The injured have been admitted to the
hospital. The damaged cars, vans and the
trucks were removed by a crane so that
traffic on the stretch could resume.

Such accidents are common in this
stretch owing to bad road design, locals
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Workers pluck flowers from an orchard in Nadia district on Saturday

Farmers force open Gzb toll gates for free ride
i

STAFF REPORTER B
GHAZIABAD

On the seventeenth day of
the farmers protest, the
farmers freed the tolls in the
Ghaziabad area. Following the
call given by farmers, they
were stationed at all the toll
points in Ghaziabad and let the
vehicles pass through it with-
out any payment.

Farmers on Saturday also
took out a protest march on the
UP-Gate. The farmers started
gathering at Pilkhua and Duhai
toll plazas since morning.

There was heavy police
force deployed at both the
tolls. Despite this, the farmers
completely free both tolls as per
the schedule. During this time,
the farmers took out vehicles
for two hours at both the tolls

without paying any toll.

Although the officials pre-
sent on the spot tried to con-
vince the farmers and even for-
bade them to do so, the farm-
ers refused to obey them and
freed the toll.

Meanwhile, during the agi-
tation, an ambulance arrived
during the farmers' strike on
NH-9, to which the farmers
gave way. Farmers stayed on
NH-9 even in the mild drizzle
in the morning.

At the same time, agitating
farmers intensified the agita-
tion today demanding the
repeal of the Agricultural Law
under the flyover at UP Gate.
According to the announce-
ment, farmers mostly made toll
plazas free. The toll on all
roads connecting Delhi was
made free.

e ———

DU girl student
dupes neighbour
of 32.38L, held

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

Delhi University (DU)

Bachelor of Arts (BA) stu-
dent has been arrested by the
Delhi Police for allegedly dup-
ing a neighbour to the tune of
Rs 2.38 lakhs in National
Capital. The 20 year-old girl is
a resident of Nehru Vihar
area and she is a student of
Bachelor of Arts (BA) from
School of Open Learning in
DU. According to Anto
Alphonse, the Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(DCP), North district, a com-
plaint was received in which
the complainant alleged that
during lockdown when he
checked his mother’s savings
bank account there was zero
balance.

“Following this, he con-
tacted the Bank at Mukherjee
Nagar and found out that Rs
2,38,000 were deducted from
his mother’s account between
November, 2019 to March,
2020. The complainant also
checked messages for deduc-
tion in her mother mobile
number but was not able to
find any such message. The
complainant made a com-
plaint in Bank regarding unau-
thorised transaction, where
he came to know that trans-
actions were OTP secured,
which were sent to registered

mobile number in bank,” said
the DCP.

“A case under section
379/420 of Indian Penal Code
(IPC) at Timarpur police sta-
tion and investigation was
taken up. During investigation,
it was revealed that the money
was transferred from account
to PayTM. Notice was also
sent to PayTM which provid-
ed relevant details following
which the beneficiary was
identified as Swati (name
changed), who is also a neigh-
bour of the victim,” said the
Deputy Commissioner of
Police.

“Bank Account Statement
of Swati was also collected and
it was found that money was
transferred from PayTM to her
bank account. Subsequently
she was apprehended,” said the
Deputy Commissioner of
Police.

“During interrogation, the
accused confessed to her
crime and told police that
after helping the victim to
activate her new debit card,
she also added the card in her
PayTM account. She after
transferring the money delet-
ed OTP messages from the
victim's mobile phone. She
spent the money on buying
clothes, household items, food
and recharge,” said the Deputy
Commissioner of Police.

Experts discuss ways to treat, manage spinal injury

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

Union Minister of Social
Justice and Empowerment
Thawar Chand Gehlot on
Saturday inaugurated the 20th
International Spine and Spinal
Injuries Conference (ISSICON
2020: Virtual), where medical
experts from all over the world
gathered to discuss the chal-
lenges of treating and managing
spinal injury patients and way
ahead in the aftermath of glob-
al Covid-19 pandemic.

With increasing spinal
injuries due to road accidents
and its changing pattern in the
developing world, surgeons and
experts attending ISSICON 2020
virtually deliberated on various

ways to cushion the impact of
COVID-19 pandemic among
the spinal cord injury (SCI)
patients and their reintegration
in workforce for economic self-
reliance. The five-day conference
is being organised by the Indian
Spinal Injuries Centre (ISIC),
New Delhi in collaboration with
the Spinal Cord Society.
“According to estimates,
India records about 20,000 new
cases of spinal cord injury. It is
important to treat them com-
prehensively and manage their
condition. But at the same time,
it is important that they do not
remain dependent on others. At
a time when the world has
moved inside and working from
their homes, spinal injury

patients should not be left
behind or out. I am happy to
know that the best professionals
have gathered here to deliberate
on this,” said Gehlot.

“The mission of ISSICON
2020 is spreading awareness
and prevention of spinal injury,
provide education and training,
as well as social inclusion and
community outreach for people
with spinal injury, especially in
this extraordinary situation. The
whole world has changed in past
12 months. I hope that the vac-
cine will be available throughout
the world and not just in wealthy
countries,” says Dr Ruth
Marshal, president of
International Spinal Cord
Society.

Dr H S Chhabra, president
- Association of Spine Surgeons
of India, Secretary - Spinal Cord
Society and Chief of Spine
Service and Medical Director of
Indian Spinal Injuries Centre
said “Spine problems in devel-
oping countries are increasing at
arapid pace - road traffic injury
deaths have increased by six
times during the last 5 years.
Besides, with better socioeco-
nomic conditions, the pattern of
spine injury is changing. The
conference helped us gather
knowledge from the best prac-
tices followed around the world
for better preventive, surgical as
well as rehabilitative care and
comprehensive treatment”, he
added.

Delhr’s daily
Cowvid count
down 1,935

STAFF REPORTER B NEW DELHI

The national Capital on
Saturday reported 1935
new cases of Covid-19 taking
the total number of people
infected with Coronavirus to
605470 while the positivity
rate came down to 2.64 per
cent.

According to the health
bulletin, which details infor-
mation about the fresh cases
registered in the last 24 hours,
73413 tests (32578 RT-PCR,
CBNAAT and True NAAT
tests figures; 40835- Rapid
Antigen). The number of con-
tainment zones stood at 6451.

As per the bulletin released
by the Delhi government,
578116 patients have recovered,
been discharged or migrated so
far, while number of active
cases stood at 17373, it said

Delhi health minister
Satyendar Jain said that the
third wave of covid in Delhi is
on the wane and urged every-
one to continue following the
precautions to effectively com-
bat the virus.

“November 7 was the peak
of the third wave in Delhi. The
positivity rate was 15.26 per
cent on that day, which has
been on the perpetual decline
ever since. For the past 10 days,
the positivity rate has been
below five per cent. I can say

that the third wave is on the
wane. More than 70,000 tests
however are still being carried
out,” the health minister had
said on Friday.

“The situation is very
much under control, but still,
I will request you all to wear a
mask, follow social distancing.
Wearing a mask will help us in
eradicating the virus from the
city. I applaud the citizens for
their continued support, as
well as the healthcare workers
who have been working tire-
lessly;” he added.

As per the bulletin, 94
beds in COVID care centres are
occupied by persons under
quarantine, including travellers
who have returned by Vande
Bharat Mission and bubble
flights, it said.

[Lack of awareness still deterrent
for providing jobs to PwDs

PNS B NEW DELHI

indsets, attitudinal barriers,

and lack of awareness are
still a deterrent for providing
jobs to Persons with Disabilities
(PwDs), experts here lamented
at an event held recently.

“One area that all companies
should look at is to find ways in
which the abilities of persons
with disabilities can get uti-
lized. If we use persons with dis-
abilities as wallflowers, it
becomes a lose-lose situation, for
the company and the employee;”
said Arundhati Bhattacharya
Chairperson and CEO
Salesforce (India). He was speak-
ing at a discussion at the
NCPEDP- Mindtree Helen

Keller Awards 2020 event where
11 persons were felicitated vir-
tually as a recognition of their
exemplary work towards fur-
thering employment opportu-
nities for PwDs. Saurabh
Chandra, Trustee NCPEDP said,
“The Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (RPwDs Act) is one
of the strongest disability legis-
lations in the world, however
problem lies in its implementa-
tion because of lack of under-
standing, awareness, or maybe
because of a belief that provid-
ing jobs to PwDs comes at a high
cost. This mindset needs to be
changed” Som Mittal, industry
doyen and Chairman NCPEDP,
talked about the myriad of chal-
lenges-the consequences of the

Covid-19 pandemic-on PwDs
like access to finance, pension,
healthcare facilities, transport
and livelihood. He said, leaving
no one behind is the key to a
resilient and sustainable society.
Thus, actions must be prioritised
as per the most marginalised”.

Arman Ali, Executive
Director, NCPEDP said by felic-
itating Helen Keller Awards, we
celebrate the leadership of peo-
ple with disabilities and equal
opportunity employers. They
are showing everyone the way by
including disability into busi-
nesses and beyond their call of
duty. In this new normal, it’s all
about diversity and of the win-
ners and is no longer limited to
big cities”

2 held for cheating firm of %3 cr

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

The Economic Offences
Wing (EOW) of Delhi
Police has arrested two men
for allegedly cheating a finance
company to the tune of Rs
three crore.

The accused have been
identified as Essa Ismail
Merchant (47) and Amrendra
Shashkant Totade (55), both
residents of Mumbai.

According to Dr O P
Mishra, the Joint
Commissioner of Police, EOW,
a loan (Equipment Finance)
was applied by the accused
persons with CLIX Finance
India Private Limited through
their company Advanced
Computers and Mobiles India
to purchase Machinery for
packing, wrapping and sealing

and of mobiles devices.

“The loan was sanctioned
and as per sanction letter,
accused persons were to remit
25 per cent of equipment cost
to the vendor as margin
money. The accused persons
remitted Rs one Crore to the
vendor in Dubai. The proof of
remittance was provided to the
NBEC, which released the
loan amount to the bank
account of the alleged bor-
rower company, said the
Joint CP.

“The loan thus received
was not remitted to the vendor
and it was misappropriated by
the Directors of the company
in repayment of their other
outstanding. A case under rel-
evant sections of Indian Penal
Code (IPC) was registered at
EOW police station and inves-

tigation was taken up,” said the
Joint CP.

“During investigation, it
also emerged that the alleged
company remitted the margin
money to the Vendor and got
the loan disbursed. Thereafter
the loan amount was misap-
propriated in repayment of an
LC already availed by the
alleged Company from YES
Bank," said the Joint CP.

"After a few months, the
margin money was also
received back by the alleged
company from the vendor at
Dubai. It was further revealed
during investigation that the
accused persons have availed
loans amounting to Rs 150
Crores from different institu-
tions and all of these loans
have been defaulted,” said the
Joint CP.
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BID TO OVERTURN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION RESULT

SC rejects Trump-backed lawsuit

Washington: The US Supreme
Court has rejected a lawsuit
seeking to overturn the results
of the presidential election in
several key battleground states
won by Joe Biden, effectively
ending President Donald
Trump’s bid to challenge the
outcome of the November 3
polls.

The Supreme Court on
Friday rejected a bid from
Texas attorney general and
backed by President Trump to
block the ballots of millions of
voters in battleground states of
Georgia, Michigan,
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin
that went in favour of
President-elect Biden.

Supreme Court Justices
Samuel Alito and Clarence
Thomas said they believed the
court was required to hear the
case but expressed no position
on Texas’ claim. As many as
126 Republican Congressmen
had also backed the lawsuit.

“Texas has not demon-
strated a judicially cognisable
interest in the manner in which
another State conducts its elec-
tions. All other pending
motions are dismissed as
moot,” the Supreme Court said
in a brief unsigned order on
Thursday, delivering a devas-
tating blow to the efforts of the
Republican president to chal-
lenge and overturn the election
results decisively won by
Biden, a Democrat.

i

Biden not only bagged the
most popular votes in the
presidential electoral history of
the United States, his tally in
the electoral college was 306,
more than the 270 votes
required for winning the race
to the White House. Trump
received 232 electoral votes.
The election results are sched-
uled to be formally certified
next week by the 538-member
Electoral College.

Reacting to the verdict, an
angry Trump tweeted, “The
Supreme Court really let us
down. No Wisdom, No
Courage!”

He also said the verdict
was a “legal disgrace” and “an
embarrassment to the USA”

Trump and his campaign
team have been making unsub-
stantiated allegations of mas-

sive voter fraud and electoral
malpractice in the election.
State election officials and
mainstream media say they
have not found any such evi-
dence.

Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton in his lawsuit
alleged that four battleground
states -- Georgia, Michigan,
Pennsylvania and Wisconsin -
- had violated their own state
laws, and thus the US
Constitution. The lawsuit
urged the court to bar these
four states from casting their
electoral votes for Biden and as
such shift the selection of elec-
tors to the states legislatures.

Trump had said he expect-
ed to prevail in the Supreme
Court.

Pennsylvania, in its
response to the lawsuit, alleged

that Texas wanted the justices
to disregard the Constitution,
not interpret it.

It said Texas’ filings
attempted to construct a sur-
real alternate reality.

“Texas effort to get this
Court to pick the next
President has no basis in law or
fact. The Court should not
abide this seditious abuse of
the judicial process, and should
send a clear and unmistakable

signal that such abuse must
never be replicated,” said the
response filed by the State of
Pennsylvania.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of
the House of Representatives,
said, “The Court has rightly
dismissed out of hand the
extreme, unlawful and unde-
mocratic GOP lawsuit to over-
turn the will of millions of
American voters.” PTI

Trump loyalists converging again
on Washington over election

AP W WASHINGTON

Supporters of President
Donald Trump are return-
ing to Washington for a pair of
rallies to back his desperate
efforts to subvert the election
that he lost.

The rallies Saturday come
a month after a pro-Trump
demonstration that drew at
least 10,000 people to the cap-
ital. That day began with Trump
thrilling supporters when his
motorcade passed by and ended
with scattered clashes between
his loyalists and local activists
near Black Lives Matter Plaza
near the White House.

Saturday’s rallies are meant
as a show of force just two days

before the Electoral College
meets to formally elect
Democrat Joe Biden as the next
president. Trump refuses to
concede the election, citing
baseless claims of fraud.

The Supreme Court on
Friday rejected a lawsuit to
overturn Biden’s election vic-
tory, ending an attempt to get
legal issues rejected by state and
federal judges before the
nation’s highest court.

Trump planned to leave the
White House around midday
to attend the Army-Navy foot-
ball game in West Point, New
York. One of the rallies will be
at Freedom Plaza downtown
and the other nearby on the
National Mall.

Shadowy
massacre
1ip of the

Umm Rakouba (Sudan): The
only thing the survivors can
agree on is that hundreds of
people were slaughtered in a
single Ethiopian town.

Witnesses say security
forces and their allies attacked
civilians in Mai-Kadra with
machetes and knives or stran-
gled them with ropes.

The stench of bodies lin-
gered for days during the
early chaos of the Ethiopian
government’s offensive in the
defiant Tigray region last
month. Several mass graves
have been reported.

What happened begin-
ning November 9 in the agri-
cultural town near the
Sudanese border has become
the most visible atrocity in a
war largely conducted in the
shadows.

But even here, much
remains unclear, including
who killed whom.

Witnesses in Mai-Kadra
told the Ethiopian Human
Rights Commission and
Amnesty International that
ethnic Tigrayan forces and
allies attacked Amhara — one
of Ethiopia’s largest ethnic
groups but a minority in
Tigray.

Ethiopian
could be
Iceberg’

In Sudan, where nearly
50,000 people have fled, one
ethnic Amhara refugee gave
the Associated Press a similar
account.

But more than a dozen
Tigrayan refugees told the
AP it was the other way
around: In strikingly similar
stories, they said they and oth-
ers were targeted by Ethiopian
federal forces and allied
Ambhara regional troops.

It’s possible that civilians
from both ethnicities were
targeted in Mai-Kadra,
Amnesty now says.

“Anyone they found, they
would kill,” Tesfaalem
Germay, an ethnic Tigrayan
who fled to Sudan with his
family, said of Ethiopian and
Ambhara forces.

He said he saw hundreds
of bodies, making a slicing
gesture at his neck and head
as he remembered the gashes.

But another refugee,
Abebete Refe, told the AP that
many ethnic Amhara like him
who stayed behind were mas-
sacred by Tigrayan forces.

“Even the government
doesn’t think we're alive, they
thought we all died,” he
said. AP

Iran executes journalist who
encouraged 2017 protests

Tehran: Authorities say Iran
has executed a once-exiled
journalist over his online work
that helped inspire nationwide
economic protests in 2017.

Iranian state television and
the state-run IRNA news
agency said that Ruhollah Zam
was hanged early Saturday
morning.

In June, a court sentenced
Zam to death, saying he had
been convicted of “corruption
on Earth,” a charge often used

=
in cases involving espionage or
attempts to overthrow Iran’s
government.

Zam’s website and a chan-
nel he created on the popular
messaging app Telegram had

spread the timings of the
protests and embarrassing
information about officials that
directly challenged Iran’s Shiite
theocracy.

Those demonstrations,
which began at the end of
2017, represented the biggest
challenge to Iran since the
2009 Green Movement protests
and set the stage for similar
mass unrest in November of
last year. AP

An Afghan boy holds the remains of a vehicle which was carrying and shooting the rockets in Kabul on Saturday AP

world 09

‘Cuomo among contenders
for attorney general pick’

Washington: New York Gov.
Andrew Cuomo is one of sev-
eral contenders under consid-
eration by President-elect Joe
Biden for the role of attorney
general, a person with knowl-
edge of the search process said
on Friday.

The other three contenders
at the moment include former
Alabama Sen. Doug Jones, fed-
eral appeals court judge
Merrick Garland and former
Deputy Attorney General Sally
Yates, said the person, who cau-
tioned that no decision had

been reached and no
announcement was expected
imminently.

The person was not autho-
rized to discuss the search
process by name and spoke on
condition of anonymity to The
Associated Press.

The Associated Press
reported earlier in the week
that Jones, who lost his Senate
seat last month, and Garland,
who was spurned by
Republicans four years ago for
a spot on the Supreme Court,
had emerged as the two front-

runners in the search process.

Spokespeople for Cuomo
did not immediately return
emails seeking comment on
Friday.

It was not clear to what
extent the disclosure this week
that federal prosecutors were
investigating the finances of
Biden’s son, Hunter, might
have scrambled the attorney
general search process given
that the person who has picked
would inherit the probe assum-
ing it remains active next
month. AP

Jimmy Lai, centre, who founded the Apple Daily tabloid, is escorted by Correctional Services officers to get on a prison van
before appearing in a court in Hong Kong on Saturday

AP

HONG KONG

Jimmy Lai denied
bail as Pompeo
tweets support

Hong Kong: Jimmy Lai, the 73-
year-old Hong Kong media
tycoon and advocate for
democracy, was denied bail on
Saturday after being charged
the previous day under the
semi-autonomous Chinese ter-
ritory’s new national security
law.

Lai faces a charge of collu-
sion with foreign elements to
endanger national security,
apparently for tweets he made
and interviews or commen-
taries he did with foreign
media.

The Apple Daily, a feisty
pro-democracy tabloid owned
by Lai, said he is accused of ask-
ing a foreign country, organi-
zation or individual to impose
sanctions or engage in other
hostile activities against Hong
Kong or China.

His case was adjourned to
April 16 at the request of pros-
ecutors, who said police need-
ed time to review more than
1,000 tweets and comments
made on his Twitter account,
the Apple Daily reported.

The newspaper said his

charge sheet listed several for-
eign politicians who followed
Lai on Twitter and cited com-
mentaries he wrote and inter-
views he did with foreign
media.

Lai, who was already being
held on other fraud charges
after police raided his media
company, could be seen hand-
cuffed to a chain around his
waist as guards led him to a van
to go from prison to court. He
wore a navy blazer and an
open-neck shirt.

Beijing imposed the
national security law on Hong
Kong earlier this year after
stormy protests in 2019 that
started over an extradition bill
and expanded to include
demands for greater democ-
racy in the former British
colony.

The new law outlaws seces-
sion, subversion, terrorism and
collusion with foreign forces to
intervene in Hong Kong’s
affairs. It has constricted free
speech in the city, and democ-
racy activists see it as a way to
suppress dissent. AP

Relatives make
plea for info on
Hong Kong
detainees in China

Hong Kong: Relatives of a
dozen Hong Kong residents
who have been detained in
mainland China for more than
3 1/2 months made a plea
Saturday to be informed of the
timing of any trials and
whether they can attend.

The request underscored
the sharp contrast between
the relatively open legal
system in Hong Kong, a
semi-autonomous Chinese
territory, and that of the main-
land, where often little infor-
mation is divulged until a trial
is over.

“I miss my son so much,”
the mother of Wong Wai-yin,
one of the detainees, said,
choking up. “I want to visit him
so badly. I haven’t seen my son
in a very long time — it’s
almost four months. Please
tell me (about the trial). 'm just
an ordinary mother” The 12
were arrested at sea in August
while they were apparently
making a bid to flee to Taiwan
after a tough national security
law took effect in Hong Kong
earlier this year.

They were picked up after
entering mainland waters for
crossing the maritime border
without permission. AP

Eco indicators show
encouraging signs

Govt committed
to minimum
governance to
boost
investment: PM

PTI B NEW DELHI

Economic indicators have
shown encouraging signs of
recovery of the Indian econo-
my post-pandemic, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
on Saturday as he vowed to
keep government controls to a
bare minimum and encourage
private capital.

In this time of pandem-
ic, he said, the government has
accorded highest priority to
saving lives of Indians and the
way India has handled the cri-
sis through concerted effort has
surprised the world.

Compared to February
when the pandemic started,
things have changed in
December, he said, adding,
there is a road map to deal with

this now.

“Even the economic indi-
cators are encouraging, he
added.Various measures taken
by the government in the last
six years has instilled confi-
dence among global investors,
he said.

As aresult, he said, “India
has seen record Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) and Foreign
Portfolio Investment inflows
during the pandemic”

Addressing the FICCI
Annual Convention, he said, a
decisive government always
strives to remove obstacles for
others and always tries to con-
tribute towards the society and
the nation.

Recalling the time when
government was in all the sec-
tors, he said, a visionary and
decisive government, on the
other hand, encourages all the
stakeholders to realise their
potential.

Modi pointed out that in
the last six years, the govern-
ment has encouraged stake-
holders in all sectors and this
is reflected in the all-round

reforms in sectors ranging
from manufacturing to MSME;
agriculture to infrastructure;
from tech industry to taxation
and from real estate to regula-
tory easing.

Talking about various
reforms undertaken by the
government in the last six
years, he said changes have
been brought in manufactur-
ing, MSMEs, agriculture, infra-
structure and regulatory eas-
ing.

As a result of taxation
reform, he said, India has got
competitive advantage in cor-
porate tax rate and initiated
faceless assessment and faceless
appeal leaving behind the scar
of tax terrorism and Inspector
Raj.

Pointing out that the old
polices protected inefficien-
cies while ‘Aatmanirbhar
Bharat Abhiyan’ is guided to
promote efficiency in all the
sectors, he said the government
has introduced Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme
to promote sunrise sectors and
technology based industries.

Finance Min OK’s
39,879 cr capital exp
proposal of 27 States

PTI B NEW DELHI

The Finance Ministry on
Saturday said it has
approved 39,879.61 crore
worth capital expenditure pro-
posals of 27 states.

Of this, 4,939.81 crore
has been released as the first
instalment.

In a statement, the min-
istry said all states, except
Tamil Nadu, have availed ben-
efits of the newly announced
scheme for ‘Special Assistance
to States for Capital
Expenditure, which was
announced on October 12 as
part of AatmaNirbhar Bharat
package.

“So far capital expendi-
ture proposals of 39,879.61
crore of 27 states have been
approved by the Ministry of
Finance.

An amount of $4,939.81
crore has already been released
to the states as the first instal-
ment under the scheme;’ it said.

The ministry said the
scheme is aimed at boosting
capital expenditure by the state
governments who are facing

difficult financial environment
this year due to the shortfall in
tax revenue arising from the
COVID 19 pandemic.

“Capital Expenditure has
a higher multiplier effect,
enhancing the future produc-
tive capacity of the economy,
and results in a higher rate of
economy growth.

Therefore, despite the
adverse financial position of the
Central Government, it was
decided to extend a special
assistance to the state govern-
ments in respect of capital
expenditure, in financial year
2020-21,” it added.

The capital expenditure
projects have been approved in
diverse sectors like, health,
rural development, water sup-
ply, irrigation, power, trans-
port, education, urban devel-
opment.

As part of the
AatmaNirbhar Bharat Package,
the  government  had
announced that the Centre
will offer Rs 12,000 crore spe-
cial interest-free 50-year loan to
states, exclusively for capital
expenditure.

money

5% growth amid de-globalisation to be
significant achievement for India

PTI B NEW DELHI

Morgan Stanley Chief
Global Strategist Ruchir

Sharma on Saturday said if the
Indian economy grows at 5 per
cent in the era of deglobalisa-
tion, then it will be a significant
achievement.

Addressing the FICCI
Annual Convention, Sharma
further said India hastily
passed agriculture and labour
reforms during the Covid-19
pandemic.

“Our expectations have to
be realistic...If we can grow at
more than 5 per cent in a year,

that is a significant achieve-
ment,” he said.

Sharma also noted that it
is no longer feasible in the
world of deglobalisation to
grow at 7 per cent as exports
cannot grow at 20 per cent or
30 per cent in a year, which
was good in an era of global-
isation.

“So, for an economy like
Indias, growth rate of 5 per cent
will be pretty credible even in
this era where I think emerg-
ing economies in general will
make some sort of a come-
back,” he added.

Sharma pointed out that

there were about 100
economies that were growing at
7 per cent or more in 2007.

“That has never happened
in the history of the global
economy. In the last decade,
only 10 economies in the world
have grown 7 per cent or more
in any year;” he said.

Sharma also argued that

if the population growth of a
country is slowing, then that
country can’t grow at the same
pace as it did in the past.

According to the RBI,
Indian economy is likely to
contract by 7.5 per cent, in
2020-21.

Now Oracle to move Silicon Valley HQ to Texas

San Francisco: Cloud major Oracle has
announced to move its California-based head-
quarters to Austin, Texas and cited flexibility of
employee work as the key reason behind the deci-
sion. The decision came a day after the compa-
ny posted revenues of $9.8 billion in its fiscal sec-
ond quarter, a growth of two per cent (on-year)
and Cloud services and licence support revenues
were up four per cent to $7.1 billion.

“Oracle is implementing a more flexible
employee work location policy and has changed
its Corporate Headquarters from Redwood

said.

City, California to Austin, Texas. We believe these
moves best position Oracle for growth and pro-
vide our personnel with more flexibility about
where and how they work,”
spokesperson told CNBC on Friday.

“In addition, we will continue to support
major hubs for Oracle around the world, includ-
ing those in the US such as Redwood City,
Austin, Santa Monica, Seattle, Denver, Orlando
and Burlington, among others, and we expect to
add other locations over time,”

a company

Oracle
IANS
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HOME THEATRE

Thriller helmed by women

A CALL TO SPY

Amazon Prime Original

*ing: Radhika Apte, Sarah Megan
Thomas, Stana Katic

Rated: 7/10

artime spy thrillers come with
Wtheir own notalgia attached to
the sepia shades of a bygone era

of conquest and cruelty. World War 1
stars in such big screen saga in a big way
and pretty often but this one comes as a
women's special, made even more special
by the sterling performances of all the
ladies involved — one jew, the other part
Indian and yet another a French woman.
These three women are employed for

the first time ever in war territory, by
British establishment, and the three of
them, guided by a Jewish head of

operations back in London, weave a story
that keeps you on edge despite the slow
moving events.

Radhika Apte as a sufi signals
woman stands out not just because of her
exotic looks but also because of her short
spurty performance in a role that is small
but highly impactful.

The arresting thing about this spy
story is the fact that it is helmed by
women, unthought of in that era. The
story has been spun from a no-nonsense
to the bone plot which leaves no space
for pauses. So sit tight and enjoy this true
story of spies who wore skirts, were
courageous, innovative and determined
to save the world from Hitler and his
dreaded Gestapo even as country after
country falls to the Jewish pogrom.

Confusing

I AM YOUR WOMAN

Amazon Prime Original

*ing: Rachel Brosnahan, Arinzé
Kene, Marsha Stephanie Blake,
Bill Heck, Frankie Faison,
Marceline Hugot, James
McMenamin

Rated: 4/10

his underworld story, not

I so much about the

underworld, but its fallout on

the families of criminals, is slow

moving, a bit boring and

sometimes confusing. In the end,

however, it grows on you as the
story progresses.

A desperado does shockingly
loving things like presenting a child
to his wife who can have her own.
Then he vanishes, leaving his wife
and the little one to go on the run.

humdrum

The story goes on in the badlands
of a 70s America where co-criminals
are on the hunt for the wife of this
desperado Eddie to find out where
he is. The run gets interesting when

an ex-wife pops up along with a son
and lover who is helping the women
be safe.

Not too much of anything to
write home about.

Has heart in right place

TORBAAZ
Netflix

*ing: Sanjay Dutt, Nargis Fakri, Rahul Dev

Rated: 5.5/10

destruction.

only hope for the children is to not get sucked into a
system that will put them on a path of death and

films & tv 10
Low on scare quotient

DURGAMATI: THE MYTH

Amazon Prime Video

*ing: Bhumi Pednekar, Arshad Warsi, Jisshu Sengupta,
Mahie Gill

Rated: 5.5/10

The general premise is that remakes never live up to the

expectations of the people. This is because one

expects Bollywood to do a better job done by makers
from regional cinema. Or it could be that since there are more
Hindi speaking audience. But the truth is that if one has
already seen something, the copy is never better. The original
Dev Das was much better or should one say closer to what
was in the book by Sarat Chandra. So Durgamati... directed
by G Ashok, is not an exception to the case in point for those
who have seen the Tamil-Telugu version... Bhaagamathie
directed by him.

This is a tad strange why a director who gave a better
version in the original version would fail to evoke the same
enthusiasm and not better his fare; that is the whole point of
a remake — to make the next one better. More so since it is
the Hindi version.

The problem here is not that Bhumi Pednekar has failed
to give her best, she has done a great job. The problem here
is that there is very little when it comes to the scare quotient.
Those that are there don’t manage to give you goosebumps.
A haunted house, a witch and a folklore seeped in history, all
fall flat due to cliches.

Then there is the whole how a politician can never be
honest; but here he can’t do anything wrong. We have seen
enough Bollywood movies that what one sees is not the truth.
Hence what happens at the climax is not a surprise. Not good

Girish MaliK’s Torbaaz takes you on a journey that
is full of emotions, has a message, is touching and told
from a very different fresh perspective. It is rare for Hindi
cinema to tell such powerful stories. But then it has kids,
there is bound to be a message and some tears involved.

It is good to see Sanjay Dutt play a man who plays
the role of an Army man here and despite his personal
loss is able to once find purpose when he comes in
contact with the children in a refugee camp. His
transformation from a man who wants nothing to do
with a country where he suffered a loss to a man who
is willing to give up his life for the sake of one change
for the kids is not without making one sentimental and
find a connection— how a parent would do anything
to protect his kids and give them a purpose.

Together with the kids who give a stellar
performance, Dutt carries the movie on his shoulders
rather well. Sadly, Nargis Fakri doesn’t have much to do
here. Rahul Dev plays the part of the Taliban well. His

body language makes him fit for the role.

The barren landscape is in keeping with the whole
idea of how desolate the lives of the people in refugees

bit of a shaky start, it manages to suck one into
the lives of those who have lost everything and
hence hope and chance to pick themselves up and start

Here is a film that has a lot of promise and after a

future.

and content.

over in a war-torn country like Afghanistan where the

TELLYTA

FACE THE ELEPHANT’S WRATH

Sony SAB’s fantasy show Baalveer
Returns is set to take an astonishing twist as
the upcoming episodes guarantee thrill with
each scene. After failing to lure Vivaan
(Vansh Sayani) into his trap, Ray is planning
an attack on Baalveer (Dev Joshi) and
Vivaan’s society with the help of a Siberian
elephant. The forthcoming episodes are
ready to take the viewers on an adventurous
ride as Vivaan’s mother Karuna (Jaya Binju)
becomes a victim to a mother elephant’s
wrath.

After a grand comeback, Baalveer
returns to Veer Lok with his original powers.
Frustrated with his failed attempt of keeping
Baalveer dead, Ray (Shoaib Ali) schemes his
next havoc on earth with the help of a
Siberian elephant. Ray transforms himself
into Vivaan and takes away the baby
elephant from its mother. An agitated and
furious mother elephant marches to the
society in search of Vivaan and destroys
everything on her way.

Baalveer tries to stop the elephant, but
his powers fall short, and he soon realises
the situation is out of his control. The
elephant marches towards Vivaan to kill him,
but Karuna instantly stands in front of Vivaan
to protect him. The elephant instead takes
away Karuna along with her.

How will Debu and Vivaan save Karuna
and find the baby elephant?

Dev Joshi, essaying the role of Baalveer
said, “It was exciting to make a comeback as
Baalveer. Playing the ghost was an entirely
new experience in itself but | certainly
missed wearing my Baalveer costume. The
upcoming episodes are exciting and a visual
delight in itself. Debu and Vivaan will be in a
fix as Karuna has been taken away by an
angry Elephant and now their biggest task is
to find the baby Elephant to bring Karuna
back. But the real struggle is the fact that
both Vivaan and Debu have no idea of the
baby elephant’s whereabouts. It will be
interesting to watch how they try to find the
baby elephant and if they’ll be able to save
Karuna on time.”

SIKANDAR FINE WITH AUDITIONS
ALTBalaji & ZEES’s recently released
Mum Bhai has been the talk of the tinsel
town ever since the series has been dropped
on the leading OTT platforms. Apart from the
stylish setting of the '90s, the one factor that
has won the hearts of the fans is the
enthralling characters of the show. Needless
to say, audiences are loving the look of
Sikandar Kher, who plays Rama Shetty, a
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criminal and on-screen best friend of the
protagonist, Angad Bedi, a cop. Depicting
the underworld era, the narrative of the show
revolves around the friendship between a
cop and a criminal, and has become an
instant success!

But did you know that Sikandar Kher
was almost not cast for the role of Rama
Shetty?. Kher recently revealed that the
makers of the show had almost selected
someone else for the show. “I gave the
audition for the show and did not receive any
confirmation for a long time. Much later,
Apoorva Lakhia, a dear friend and one of the
creators of the show, called to ask why | did
not inform him about the audition. | didn’t
want anyone to refer me for the role or call
people to zero down on me for the role. They
had almost selected someone else for the
role, but later chose me for Rama.”

Speaking about giving auditions for
shows, Sikandar said, “I am an actor, and it
is a part of my job to give auditions. Much
bigger actors in Hollywood are called for
auditions, and they do it graciously. The
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same goes with me, if | get direct calls for
the role and | like the role, | accept the offer,
or else, | have no problem in auditioning for
the same.”

Streaming on ALTBalaji and ZEE5, Mum
Bhai is a crime drama that dives into the
Mumbai underworld. The narrative revolves
around the friendship between a cop and a
criminal, set in the milieu of Mumbai’s
underbelly from the late eighties to early
2000.

STUDENTS SPECIAL WEEK ON KBC

The upcoming week on Kaun Banega
Crorepati (KBC) will welcome some of the
brightest young minds from across the
country, as they channelise their power of
knowledge on the Hot Seat. It comes at a
time when live online learning emerged as a
key leveler of knowledge in these
unprecedented times and helped kids
continue learning engagingly. This Students
Special Week on KBC will see kids between
the age group of 10-16 years take the Hot
Seat by a storm! Will the audience get to
witness a young crorepati?

Facilitating this Students Special Week,
Vedantu, a popular Live online learning

.

platform, conducted V Quiz — a live Host
quiz on its platform. Students who
participated in this quiz, played consistently
and maintained top scores, qualified to be
featured on KBC. With a high level of
participation and engagement, Vedantu
witnessed a two fold increase in its daily
active users and nearly five times increase in
daily V Quiz attendees. From amongst the
ones who qualified, eight students will be
seen contesting for the Hot Seat.

KBC has gone beyond its capacity as a
show year after year, putting the common
man at the forefront and celebrating human
virtues of self-belief, patience, perseverance,
courage, confidence, optimism and
intelligence. This season has been no
different with people from various walks of
life who considered setbacks as a stepping
stone for a greater comeback and won Big!
In this season, KBC has witnessed three
crorepatis already.

EXPLORING LOCALES OF PATIALA

Star Plus has announced the launch of
its new serial, Shaurya Aur Anokhi Ki
Kahaani, which will go on air in December. It
is the story of Anokhi Bhalla (played by
Debattama Saha) an ordinary, young girl
from small-town Punjab who has very
ordinary dreams like having a career and
becoming independent. However, she faces
numerous challenges from the deeply
patriarchal and chauvinistic society.

Karanvir Sharma (Shaurya Sabharwal)
and Debattama Saha (Anokhi) who will soon
be seen essaying lead roles in the show have
recently spent a few days shooting the
opening episodes in Patiala which is Punjab.
The entire shoot in Patiala was conducted
with utmost precaution ensuring the safety
of the cast and crew members.

Talented actor Karanvir Sharma who
shoots for his first outdoor sequence amid
the pandemic shares his experience and
much more. “We began shooting for the
show a few days back in Mumbai although
few scenes from the opening sequence were
balanced as they were required to be shot in
a real location to give viewers an authentic
feel. Also since the show depicts a Punjabi
background, an outdoor shoot was decided
to be held especially in Patiala. My co-star,
Debattama, and | along with a small cast and
crew traveled to Patiala. We shot for a few
days and returned to Mumbai safely. It was
indeed a memorable experience.”

camps are and how little they have in terms of a good
Overall a movie for those who are love good subject

— Shalini Saksena

for a crime thriller.

Still all is not lost here if one has not seen the original
version. For them, Durgamati... is a welcome change. But if
one is watching it for horror one will be disappointed.

— Shalini Saksena

‘It was fun to be part of a teleplay’

From Dev Malik in Des Mein Nikla Hoga Chand to Ambar Sharma in Mere
Dad Ki Dulhan, it is always a pleasure for the viewers to see VARUN BADOLA
on screen. MUSBA HASHMI chats up the actor for his teleplay Wrong Turn

B What is your role in Zee
Theatre’s teleplay Wrong
Turn?

I play a man who is caught
in a wrong situation. He gets
stuck in a snowstorm and
decides to take refuge in a
bungalow where four friends,
who are retired lawyers, play a
mock trial with everyone who
visits that bungalow. They tell
my character that you won't be
able to move out from this
place till morning because of
the snowstorm, so why don’t
you join us in the game. They
do a mock trial and find my
character guilty of the murder
and try to prosecute me. This
is what the whole story is and
how the story pans out is
interesting to watch. It is
actually the adaptation of a
German play, Breakdown.

B How interesting was to be a
part of such a story?

It was fun. The interest
quotient lies in the way the
story progresses. The process of
making that character and
evolving it over time was also
thrilling. We rehearsed for it for
20 odd days. That was
extremely fun because it was
something we don’t get to do in
TV or films. That part was
interesting.

B What made you take up a
teleplay?

The reason was that I

wanted to explore this genre as
well. It’s been a long time since
I have been on stage and have
performed in continuity. It is
different feel to shoot
something in one go. That was
something that attracted me
towards this teleplay. And
Thank God that I said to it
because it was a fantastic
experience.
M You don several hats, that of
a writer, director and an actor.
Where do you find yourself
most comfortable in?

There is no comfort zone as
such. Every field demands a
different amount of dedication.
When you are acting, you have
to justify your character. Only
if you will justify the character,
you will justify the story. As a
writer, you have to create all the
characters, so that the actors
can justify them on screen. And
as a director you have too see
everything.

M Is there a conflict between
the writer, director and actor
in you?

There is no internal
conflict between a writer and
an actor in me. Because
ultimately there is one brain

which is driving both of them.
So while donning these two
hats, one has to be completely
bipolar to negate yourself. But
yes, the writer in me does help
the actor in a lot of ways. At
times, while doing T'V; one tend
to gets stuck. The idea here is
not to get technical but find
solutions to the problems. Here
the writer does help you get out
of tricky situations a lot of
times.

As for the writer-director,
it goes on a different tangent.
When you are directing
something that you have
written, there is always a scope

for improvisations.
B How do you define acting?
It is a simple thing. Read
what is written, understand it
and just do it on camera. That
is all. Then comes the interest
quotient of course. It is like you
have to write ABC only, but it
is up to you how fancy you
want it to be. It is your choice
to play with the fonts and
styles. You can keep on
beautifying it. The best thing
about acting is that there can be
hundreds of interpretations of
a single situation. One can cry
in a lot of ways and laugh in a
lot of different ways and each

There is no
internal
conflict

between a

writer and an
actor in me.
Because
ultimately
there is one
brain which is
driving both of
them. But yes,
the writer in
me does help
the actor in a
lot of ways
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way will portray a different
meaning.
M In all these years of your
career, is there a change that
you have seen in the TV
industry?

Yes. There were times

when TV got better, than it saw
a downfall and vice versa. It has
seen both ups and downs.
Many things have been
improved now. But if I talk
about the time, when [ used to
watch TV and DD was the only
channel, I feel probably we had
better stories to tell back then.
Then came a time when
everything became content-
driven and we shifted to
commercialisation. A lot of
things got ruined during this
shift. Now, we are going
towards resurrection, though at
a small level.
H Do we need entertainment
for seven days a week? Why
not take inspiration from
international series and make
them time bound?

Like I mentioned before,
when we will shift from being
content-driven to
commercially-driven we will
see this happening. The reason
is the priority now is not to
show good content, but to not
let go the huge chunk of
audience that you have
received, even at the cost of
compromising on the quality.
This mindset needed a change
yesterday or even day before
yesterday, but we don't let it
happen.
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MAKING STUBBLE CHANGES

Every year, between October and November,
Delhi gets choked due to stubble burning in
States of Punjab and Haryana and citizens
struggle with breathing. Stakeholders tell
SHALINI SAKSENA that there are several
alternatives available for the farmers if only
they would change their mindset

t was a bumper harvest in Punjab and

Haryana this year, which meant that

there was so much more residue to

burn. Stubble burning is not a new

problem. Each year, Delhiites strug-
gle to breathe during the months of
October and November. Each year, there is
ahue and cry on how one can prevent these
fires but to no avail.

According to data released by the
Punjab Remote Sensing Centre, the State
recorded 73,883 incidents of stubble burn-
ing between September 21 and November
14, 2020 which is the highest since 2016.

Punjab reported 51,048 cases of stub-
ble burning in the corresponding period last
year and 46,559 such incidents in 2018. The
number of farm fires was 43,149 in the State
during the same period in 2017.

According to the Ministry of Earth
Sciences’ air quality monitor, SAFAR, the
share of stubble burning in NCR pollution
peaked to 42 per cent on November 5, when
4,135 farm fires were recorded in the region.

What if there was an alternative for the
farmers? What if they had an option to not
burn the stubble? What if instead of burn-
ing, one could use it to make manure, or
even make idols or disposable crockery or
even the much needed silica fertiliser?
Believe it or not, there are many stakehold-
ers in this sector who are doing their bit to
ensure that farmers don’t resort to paddy
straw burning.

Suvrat Khanna, CEO-Co-founder,
Verve Renewables tells you that every year
over 30 million tonnes of paddy stubble are
burnt in Punjab and Haryana alone. “The
idea of pledging to collect 1.5 lakh metric
tonne of agricultural waste for power gen-
eration in Haryana was initiated with the
sole intention of finding a problem of stub-
ble burning which is a serious issue across
Northern India,” Khanna says.

Using agricultural waste as a source for
energy production benefits farmers, bio-
energy producers and the environment.
Their aim is to collect one million tonnes
of agro stubble by 2024 to generate approx-
imately 2,50,000 MW of power.

Studies by Indian Agricultural Research
Institute show that crop residue (mainly
paddy straw) burning released 149.24 mil-
lion tonnes of CO2; over nine million
tonnes of carbon monoxide (CO), 0.25 mil-
lion tonnes of oxides of SOX, 1.28 million
tonnes of particulate matter and 0.07 mil-
lion tonnes of black carbon. All of these con-
tributed to hazardous levels of air pollution
in Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, and UP.

He tells you that an average paddy field
generates two tonnes of paddy straw each
season. Khanna, who is in his second year
of operations, uses a three-pronged
approach.

He looks at compensating farmers to
dispose of agricultural waste like paddy
straw in a sustainable manner; collects and
delivers boiler ready biomass resources that
could be used for generation of power by
co-generation power plants attached to

THE CENTRE HAS GIVEN
A GO AHEAD TO
PROMOQTE 5,000 BIOGAS
PLANTS IN PUNJAB,
HARYANA AND UTTAR
PRADESH AND
PURCHASING THE GAS
AT %46 PER KG. THIS IS
A HUGE SUPPORT. WE
TOO ARE SUPPLYING TO
THE POWER GRID. IF
OPERATIONAL AT FULL
CAPACITY, | WOULD BE
ABLE TO SUPPLY 1MW
WHICH CAN ELECTRIFY
FOUR-FIVE VILLAGES

— SANJEEV NAGPAL,
SAMPURN AGRI
VENTURES PVT LTD

sugar mills and with this looks at alterna-
tive uses of stubble for energy production
providing an ecological solution to air pol-
lution.

“When we started in 2018, we wanted
to tackle the issue of stubble burning, but
at that time, didn’t know how to go about
it. Fortunately, we came across a sugar mill
which was willing. We knew that electric-
ity could be generated from paddy straw.
We requested if we could provide them with
it as an alternative. They agreed. They were
extremely forthcoming and made changes
to their boiler;” Khanna tells you who decid-
ed to pursue this since he is from Amritsar
and stubble burning is an yearly issue and
from a business point of view, it all starts
from finding a solution.

“We saw a problem and decided to
solve it. We are a bridge between the farmer
and the mills. We go into villages and tell
them that they don't have to burn, instead
once they harvest, we will come and col-
lect residue. We try to involve entire villages
since it increases bale collection by the
machine;” Khanna tells you.

The onus of making the bales rest with
the farmers. They are encouraged to buy
machines or an entrepreneur steps in. There
are two kinds of balers; one that costs
between 320-325 lakh. This makes bales of
20-25 kg. The bigger one that makes bales
0f 250-300 kg and is priced at ¥35-340 lakh
upwards. The small machine can work in
20 acres of land a day and the big one 40
acres a day.

“For now, the farmers are not being
paid, but there are plans for the same once
the system becomes cost-effective. They
don't pay us, we don't pay them. But we bear
the cost of picking bales up; a win-win for
all concerned. Convincing the farmer is not
very tough since an individual farmer gets
a 40 per cent subsidy to buy this machine;
for custom hiring companies, there is a sub-
sidy of up to 80 per cent. We assure the
farmer with long-term association. This
instills confidence in them,” Khanna tells

you.

Sanjeev Nagpal, founder, Sampurn
Agri Ventures Pvt Ltd, a Punjab-based com-
pany, has gone a step forward. Besides set-
ting up a biogas plant utilising only paddy
straw as the sole feed, he is converting the
same into fertiliser. Unfortunately, his
endeavours to mass market paddy fertilis-
ers have run into roadblocks — agriculture
policies — he tells you, for now doesn’t allow
sale of silica fertiliser, a first of its kind. But
he tells you that this silica is extremely
important for plants. For now, individuals
can buy the same for their kitchen garden
and that he uses the same in his 300 acres
of farmland.

“We are in the process of creating a
farmers’ group and using this fertiliser, grow
high quality foods and market it,” Nagpal
says.

To develop the technology to convert
paddy straw, Nagpal has collaborated with
IIT Delhi. “We have developed this tech-
nology to process paddy straw, in collabo-
ration with IIT Delhi, We are fermenting
paddy straw to produce biogas and manure.
We started this project back in 2015. We
then had to get approval from Agriculture
University for agriculture use in 2017. This
is a silica fertiliser and agriculture policies
framed in the 1960s, at the time of Green
Revolution, doesn’t recognise this as a fer-
tiliser. The Food Agriculture Organization
has accepted that silica fertiliser is required
by plants for sustainable agriculture. Major
diseases like cancer, Diabetes are all linked
to absence of silica in the human body since
they are absent in the food chain;” Nagpal
tells you.

In fact, this entrepreneur-farmer has
already grown kinnow using this fertiliser.
“The pre-booking response to this has been
phenomenal. For now;, we will only be sup-
plying to nearby areas like Chandigarh but
next year, we plan to increase our reach and
try and supply to the rest of the country. we
just need to have the logistics in place,
Nagpal explains.

He tells you that instead of creating
roadblocks and looking at paddy straw as
a burden; to look at it is an asset, if utilised
properly. India can develop huge agri-
exports if it recognises this.

“One can look at exports. But why not
use the same for ourselves to produce high
quality food and export the same? For now,
I have used 50,000 tonnes of paddy straw
over the period of five years. But I am util-
ising my plant at minimum capacity due to
the hassles involved. At full capacity, I will
require 12,000 tonnes of paddy straw per
year,” Nagpal says.

He tells you that the Government has
given a go ahead to promote 5,000 biogas
plants in Punjab, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh and purchase the gas at 46 per kg.
“This is a huge support by the Centre. We
too are supplying to the grid. If operational
at full capacity I would be able to supply
IMW — supplying electricity to four-five
villages. For now; I am supplying 3,000 units
a day; he says.

Setting up one huge biogas plant is not
logistically possible. What is needed is a
smaller one per five-six villages. “This will
open up employment opportunities as
well,” Nagpal explains.

Elsewhere in Andhra Pradesh, Singuru
Rajesh, assistant Professor Raghu

Engineering College, Visakhapatnam and
head of Green Gears, is busy collecting
paddy straw as well preventing the farm-
ers in his area to burn the same.

It all started because Singuru has
breathing problems. “I have asthma; I knew
that I had to look for alternatives, at least
in my area. I was inspired from the ageold
practices of utilising tamarind and paper to
make plates. The farmers in my area are
extremely cooperative. We not only use
paddy straw, we also use every kind of agri-
culture waste to make idols, crockery and
even panel insulation. The good part is that
once the crockery is used one can put it into
the soil it turns into manure for plants,
Rajesh tells you.

The residue is taken and cooked, pulp
is extracted and the same can be used to
make a variety of things depending on the
mould available. For now, Rajesh is testing
the products by giving it to family and
friends to use it. But the COVID-19 put on
hold his efforts to go for production and
supply.

“It will take us a couple of years, before
we can supply it across the country. I start-
ed this project in 2018. In 2019, I got Nav
Bharat Nirman Award and Young Scientist
Conference-2018 Award for this work.
Once we have commercial viability, we will
start paying the farmer as well for the
residue. At full capacity, we will end up
using a tonne of agriculture waste,” Rajesh
says.

The problem of stubble stems from the
fact that farms use machines which cuts the
length leaving a portion in the land.
Pulling it by hand is next to impossible.
“Traditionally, the field would be ploughed
mixing the stubble in the ground adding the
nutrients in the soil. But because of the har-
vester and thresher now being used which
leaves stubble and the urgency to sow
another crop, the easiest option it to burn
the same. But we are now telling farmers
there are other options; you can give it to
us,” Rajesh says.

‘Need to completely change agriculture practices’

many riders — some good

some bad. Delhiites know that
come October-November and they
will find it difficult to breathe — it
is time when the farmers in Punjab
and Haryana get to burning
stubble and get heir fields ready
for the next cropping cycle.Paddy
straw burning is not new.

For the last 60 years, since
the push to make the country self-
sufficient in food grains, farmers in
Punjab and Haryana have been
growing paddy. With only 1.5 per
cent land, Punjab is producing 50
per cent food-grain for the country.
More strange, that the State grows
paddy when it is a wheat-eating
State.

Living in the Capital comes with

Umendra Dutt, founder-
member and executive director of
Kheti Virasat Mission, Punjab
paints a dismal picture and tells
you that in order to prevent
stubble burning there is need to do
two things.

The first is to completely
change the agriculture system; not
overhauling. Overhauling would
mean that one has made a few
changes here and there. what we
need is a completely new model of
cropping pattern. In a bid to make
India sufficient in food grains,
what we have done is totally
changed the cropping pattern in
the region. This means that the
region known for wheat is now
growing rice. Can you mean the

damage that this has done here? It
is something that can’t be changed
overnight. While in the last few
years, there are people who are
coming out with alternatives to
stubble burning, there are many
roadblocks to these solutions,”
Dutt says.

He tells you that what is
needed is instead of linking
cropping patterns with
sustainability, what has been done
is to link it with production.

“You have pushed the farmer
towards mono-culture. Stubble
burning is a fall-out of it. The
cropping followed today, doesn’t
suit the eco-system. We followed it
for 50 years, but it is not possible
to do so anymore. The crop cycle
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followed earlier used to provide
the much needed nutrients. But
then you changed the pattern. You
pushed him to produce more; he
had to shift to using fertilisers so
much so that nobody looked at the
long-term issues. Stubble burning
is one of the side effects of
changing the cropping pattern.
There is no holistic approach to
farming today. Farmers only saw
money and not the fallout,” Dutt
says.

One is told that because the
farmer is in a hurry to sow the
next crop — wheat — the easiest
thing for him is to burn the stubble
in the field. “It also means that the
farmer is burning the much
needed micro-nutrients in the soil

increasing his dependence on
fertilisers. It has become a vicious
cycle,” Dutt explains.

Paddy straw is a product of
mechanised agriculture. Shortage
of labour and lack of time means
that rice is harvested by a
harvester and thresher. This leaves
behind stubble. This prevents
other machines from sowing
wheat. With only a couple of
weeks between the rice-harvesting
season and the wheat-sowing,
farmers burn the stubble.

“The only people who are not
burning stubble are those who
think that a holistic approach is the
key to sustainability, those who are
not dependent on subsidy or are
into organic farming,” Dutt says.

The solution lies in mulching.
The Government instead of
spending crores on giving
machines, should spend money to
change the mindset of the farmers.

“Farmers should be
encouraged to follow organic
farming. He should be shown
alternatives. It's not an issue of
technology, it is about human
psychology, attitude, behaviour
and environment. If you change
farmer’s attitude and are
associated with him long-term, he
will not burn stubble. Instead of
technology intervention, show the
farmer environmental psychology
intervention. Show him that soil
has life as well and it will take care
of stubble burning,” Dutt says.
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in the pink

Explosive Pant, composed Hanuma
and stylish Gill stake claim as Indian
batters dominate in their final tune-up
innings before Test series

PTI B SYDNEY

ishabh Pant and
RHanuma Vihari put

themselves in the reck-
oning for next week’s first Test
with contrasting hundreds as
India thoroughly dominated
Australia A in the pink ball
warm-up match here at
Sydney Cricket Ground on
Saturday.

Needing 19 runs to reach
his century when Jack
Wildermuth commenced the
second evening’s final over,
Pant clobbered him for 4, 4, 6,
4, 4, to remain unbeaten on a
blistering 103 off only 73
balls. Overall, he hit nine
fours and six sixes.

At the other end, Vihari
laboured his way to a fine 104-
run knock off 194 balls.

Also staking a claim for
selection is young Shubman
Gill, with an elegant 65 off 78
balls and 10 sweetly-timed
boundaries.

In the final session of
play, Pant’s aggressive
approach paid dividends as he
smashed the Australia A
bowlers to all corners of the
SCG, the southpaw making a
strong case for himself for the
wicketkeeper’s job in Adelaide
ahead of Test specialist
Wriddhiman Saha.

To cite an example of his
power-hitting, Pant swept one
over the cow corner for a six,
leaving Nic Maddinson to
search for the ball among the
rows of chairs at the SCG.

At the close of play, India

| Australia A vs India |
Live from 9:00am IST
SONY SIX NETWORK |

were strongly placed at 386 for
four for an overall lead by 472
runs, having bundled out the
home team out for a paltry
108 in their first innings on
Friday.

In their first innings, India
were all out for 194, which
would have been far less if not
for pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah’s maiden first-class
fifty, but the visitors staged a
strong comeback with both
bat and ball.

While Gill may have
booked himself one of the
opening slots with his dazzling
strokes, Hanuma's effort might
force the Indian team to play
an additional batsman in the
series opener.

Coming out to bat again
in the beginning of the day’s
play, India lost Prithvi Shaw in
the second over as the young
right-hander drove the ball at
cover-point without any great
foot movement. It was a bit of
a soft dismissal.

If Shaw missed out on an
opportunity to make a big
score in good batting condi-
tions, his contemporary Gill
grabbed it with both hands on
the way to reaching his half-
century off 49 balls.

During his stay in the
middle, Gill played some ele-
gant drives and looked
assured while going on to the
backfoot, which seems to be
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Indian wicketkeeper batsman Rishabh Pant raises his bat after completing his hundred against Australia A
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his forte.

However, the 21-year-old
got out in an unfortunate
manner to leg-spinner Michell
Swepson.

Swepson bowled a faster
one and Gill, shaping up to flick
it, missed, prompting the
bowler to appeal for an lbw
even as the ball headed towards
the first slip where a diving
Sean Abbott held on to it.

TV replays were inconclu-
sive and the absence of DRS
and Snickometer in the prac-
tice game, a disappointed Gill
had no option but to walk
back to the dressing room as
umpire’s decision could not be
challenged.

That ended a 104-run
partnership for the second
wicket between Gill and
Agarwal, who was joined in by
Vihari for another half-centu-
ry stand.

Thereafter, the duo of
Vihari and skipper Ajinkya
Rahane was involved in a
partnership of 78 runs for the
fourth wicket as the
Australian bowlers toiled hard
for wickets.

There was a brief rain
interruption after Pant walked
in at the fall of Rahane’s wick-
et. But he straightaway played
his shots to further unsettle
the Australian bowlers.

Even as Vihari showed
great composure and patience
in collecting his runs, Pant
was quite at ease while clear-
ing the fence, reaching his fifty
with a cracking square cut in
just 43 balls.

Pant continued in same
vein till the end of the day’s
play and hurtled towards his
century with a flurry of big
hits. While Vihari, in all,
struck 13 boundaries.

Call on playing last 2
Tests against Oz after
reassessment: BCCI
PTI B NEW DELHI

The BCCI on Saturday
declared senior batsman
Rohit Sharma “clinically fit” to
join the Indian team in
Australia but said a call on his
participation in the last two
matches of the Test series there
will be taken after a reassess-
ment by the squad’s medical

Rohit fit to join team India

team.

“He has been given a
detailed programme to follow
for the duration of the two
weeks he will be quarantined
for. He will be reassessed by the
Team India medical team post
his quarantine to establish his
fitness status and a call on his
participation in the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy will be taken
accordingly;” the BCCI said in

a statement.

Rohit on Friday cleared an
eagerly-watched fitness test at
the National Cricket Academy
in Bengaluru and will leave for
Australia on December 14,
three days before the start of
the marquee Test series.

“.. Rohit Sharma has com-
pleted his rehabilitation process
at the NCA in Bengaluru and
is now clinically fit,” the state-

ment said.

The BCCI said the NCA
medical team is satisfied with
Rohit’s fitness but added that he
will need to work on his
endurance. “The NCA medical
Team was satisfied with the
physical fitness of Mr Sharma
after assessing him on different
metrics, however, he will be
required to continue work on
his endurance,” the BCCI said.

Labuschagne willing to
open in Oz interest

PTI B ADELAIDE

Australia batsman Marnus
Labuschagne on Saturday
said there has not been any
talk about him opening the
batting in the first Test against
India but he is ready to bat at
that slot if the team manage-
ment asks him to do so.

With both David Warner
and Will Pucovski ruled out of
the first Test, and Joe Burns
short of runs, Labuschagne is
an opening option for the
home side in the day/night
match starting at Adelaide
Oval on December 17.

“No, there has not been
(any talk on batting position)
... Currently T think number
three. But I am just preparing
to bat, if that’s No 1 or No 3,
it doesn’t matter. I am ready to
face the ball, no matter what
the circumstances are,” he said
during a virtual press confer-
ence.

“Look, I finished last sum-
mer at three, so hopefully at
three. But my job is to face the
ball that is coming down to me
wherever I am batting,” said
the 26-year-old, who has
played 14 Tests so far.

He said he is ready to do
whatever is the best for the team.

“If the team needs me to
open, that’s what I will do. It’s
a team sport, it’s about win-
ning games. We'll have to
wait and see how things
pan out with a few other
moving parts currently”

Labuschagne said .
he’s prepared to face the
Indian attack under
lights and since the
players know who
they are up
against, it’s just
about being /
focussed. 9

“We’'re !
obviously pre- L7 \
pared. We
played
(Jasprit)
Bumrah in
one-dayers
and in the .
last ODI he — |
really i

Jamieson swings Kiwis to top

|New Zealand vs Windies|

Live from 3:30am IST
FANCODE APP

AFP B WELLINGTON

Kyle Jamieson bagged five
wickets in a masterclass of
swing bowling as New Zealand
struck hard and fast to have the
West Indies on the ropes on day
two of the second Test in
Wellington on Saturday.

The tourists ended the day
on the brink of another follow
on as they struggled to 124/8,
still 336 behind New Zealand’s
460.

Only Jermaine Blackwood
provided any serious resistance
but he fell late in the day for 69
as Jamieson and Tim Southee
wreaked havoc.

Jamieson, the rising star in
the Black Caps, got 5/34 for his
second five-wicket haul in only
his fourth Test.

The Basin Reserve strip
continued to provide all the
ingredients on a fast bowler’s
wish list — pace, bounce and
movement — and New Zealand
exploited this perfectly.

“The way the ball's moving
we knew if we got it in good
enough areas then things would
happen,” said the 2.08 metre
Jamieson.

“It was just a matter of doing
it for long enough and if you do
that you tend to get rewarded.

Unlike the West Indies bats-
men, Nicholls and Neil Wagner
were able to plunder runs when
the New Zealand innings
resumed on Saturday morning.

Both scored personal bests,
untroubled whether the West
Indies bowled full or short, as
Nicholls advanced from his
overnight 117 to 174 while
Wagner finished unbeaten on
66.

The New Zealand pace
quartet — Southee, Trent Boult,
Neil Wagner and Jamieson —
immediately extracted life from
the wicket.

They moved the ball in and
away and it took the tourists four
overs to get their first runs on the
board, by which stage Southee
had already dismissed Kraigg
Brathwaite caught at first slip by
Ross Taylor.

After Southee caught and
bowled Darren Bravo for seven,
Jamieson stepped up with the
back-to-back wickets of John
Campbell 14 and Roston Chase
to have the West Indies at 29/4.

It was familiar territory for

Kiwi pacer Kyle Jamieson prepares to bowl during day 2 of 2nd Test against Windies AP

"Taylor dropped for Pak T20s

PTI ® AUCKLAND

Veteran batsman Ross Taylor
was on Saturday dropped
from an 18-man New Zealand
squad named for the T201 series
against Pakistan while Kane
Williamson will return from his
paternity leave to lead the side
in the second and third match-
es.

Besides the 36-year-old
Taylor’s absence, fast bowler
Lockie Ferguson, who suffered
a bone stress injury in his back,
was also left out from the squad
for the three-match series start-
ing next Friday in Auckland.

Trent Boult, who was rest-
ed for the T20Is against the West
Indies, will also be available only
for the second and third games

of the series along with Tim
Southee, Kyle Jamieson and
Daryl Mitchell.

Seamer Blair Tickner, bats-
man Mark Chapman and all-
rounder Doug Bracewell will
only be part of the first T201.

According to selector Gavin
Larsen, Taylor, who made 38
and nine against the West Indies
in his last T20Is, missed out
because of the “quality and
form” of the rest of the squad.
Taylor has scored 1909 runs
from 102 matches at an average
of 26.15.

Mitchell Santner will once
again lead the T20I side in the
series opener at Eden Park,
having done so in the rain-hit
third T20I against West Indies
in Williamson's absence.

PTI W SYDNEY

Victoria’s Marcus Harris was
on Saturday added to an
injury-plagued Australia squad
for next weeks first Test against
India after Will Pucovski was
ruled out of the series opener
alongside David Warner.

The four-match series
begins with the day-night Test
at Adelaide from December 17.

Harris was drafted into the
squad for the seasoned Warner,
who suffered a groin injury dur-
ing the second one-day interna-
tional against India, while
Pucovski sustained a concussion
while batting for Australia A in
a tour match against the visitors
at Drummoyne Oval in Sydney.

Cricket Australia said both
batsmen will target a return
ahead of the Boxing Day Test,
scheduled to be held in
Melbourne from December 26-
30.

“Given the spate of injuries
in recent weeks, were fortunate
to be able to bring a player of
Marcus’ calibre into the Test
squad,” Australia’s national
selector Trevor Hohns was
quoted as saying by

e —

e

Marcus Harris shake hands with Will Pucovski during Sheffield Shield match AAP

cricket.com.au.

“Marcus has been in out-
standing form for Victoria this
season and has had the benefit
of facing India’s bowlers in both
three-day tour matches at
Drummoyne and under lights
at the SCG”

He added, “At the same
time, we are disappointed for
David and Will that they will
not be available for the first
Vodafone Test.

“We have taken a conserv-
ative approach in managing

Will since he sustained the
concussion and hope he and
David will be back to full health
ahead of the Boxing Day Test”

Harris played nine Tests for
Australia and was a member of
the squad which retained the
Ashes in England last year.

He has smashed 355 runs at
a fantastic average of 118.33 in
two Sheffield Shield domestic
first-class matches for Victoria
this season, with a knock of 239
against South Australia being
the highlight.

Yuvraj hopes for

ramped it up and bowled very
well. For us, we know who we
are coming up against.

“So, it’s just making sure
we are really focussed and
understand what bowlers are
doing. We know which
bowlers we are playing
(against) and we make sure
that we prepare accordingly;,”
he said.

The right-handed bats-
man said facing the likes of
Mitchell Starc, Pat Cummins
and Josh Hazlewood in the
nets makes the Australians
better batsmen.

“One thing that makes
our batters that good is that
were facing the best bowling
attack in and out during train-
ing. The likes of Cummins,
Hazlewood, Starc and (James)
Pattinson, they are unbeliev-
able bowlers. Facing them
every training session ensures
we prepare as good as we
possibly can be at Test level”

Labuschagne, who can
also bowl leg-spin, is also
ready to bowl if the team
needs him.

“I have been the fifth
bowling option for the last five
series, so it is no different than
any other Test match that I
have played. I am making
sure that I am always ready to
bowl and I like the opportuni-
ty when I do get to bowl,” he
added.

He also said that there
has been no change in the
.., perspective of Australian
| players as far as the prepa-
‘rations for the day-night
match is concerned.

“We are just
trying to hit a lot
of balls, get used
to conditions
and trying to
make sure (to
be) ready
come
Thursday,

[Looking forward to face
Indian pacers: Harris

PTI B SYDNEY

Added to an injury-plagued
Australia squad for the
first Test against India, batsman
Marcus Harris says he is “pret-
ty ready” to take on the visitors’
quality pacers, having faced
them in both the tour games.

“There’s obviously been a
bit of stuff going on with every-
thing in the last couple of
weeks, so it's been good to have
a hit against the Indian boys
and another hit today;” Harris
told Fox Cricket.

“It feels like I'm in the
right place at the right time, but
it feels like T've been playing
really well as well. Its been good,
not to be the one that’s spoken
about too much?”

“I knew coming here that
if I went okay I'd put myself in
a position to maybe play, the
way that things have been
going,” said the 28-year-old
right-handed batsman.

“I obviously wasn't in the
Test side last summer so I did-
n't have that distraction coming
into this summer and I've just
been focused on what I need to
do, so that’s been good,” he said.

“Now T've found myself
where I am, and I feel pretty
ready to go and I'm looking for-
ward to it”

Harris played nine Tests for
Australia and was a member of
the squad which retained the
Ashes in England last year.

With Warner and Pucovski
rued out, Harris appears set to
play his 10th Test and first since
the final Test of the 2019 Ashes.

The opener averages
25.06 with two half-centuries
since debuting against India
at the Adelaide Oval two
summers ago.

Against the touring
Indians this summer, Harris
has put together scores of 35,
25n0 and 26 in three innings
for Australia A.

Blackwood whose century in the
second innings of the first Test
started with Windies at 27/4.

He survived Jamieson’s hat-
trick ball, and the one after,
which both slammed into the
pads but vociferous appeals
were turned down and replays
showed the deliveries swinging
away down the leg side.

Southee tied up Shamarh
Brooks at the other end and the
West Indies faced 27 dot balls
before Blackwood broke the
drought with a single.

The pair put on 68 for the

fifth wicket before falling in
quick succession.

Brooks faced 92 deliveries
for a stubborn 14 before he
shouldered arms to a good
length Jamieson ball that jagged
back into the stumps.

Southee then accounted for
Blackwood with a sharply rising
delivery that was fended to
Latham in the slips. Jamieson
closed the day with the wickets
of Jason Holder for nine and
Alzarri Joseph without scoring.

Along with Jamieson's five,
Southee has taken 3/29.

swift resolution to
farmers’ issues

NEW DELHI: Former India all-rounder
Yuvraj Singh on Saturday turned 39
but instead of celebrating his birth-
day this year, the 2011 World Cup
hero hoped for a “swift resolution” to
the ongoing farmers’ issues through
dialogue. “Birthdays are an opportu-
nity to fulfil a wish or desire and this
birthday rather than celebrating I
only wish and pray for a swift reso-
lution of the ongoing talks between
our farmers and our government,”
Yuvraj said in a Twitter post.

“Undoubtedly, farmers are the
lifeblood of the nation and I truly
believe that there is no problem
which cannot be resolved through
peaceful dialogue,” he added.

The 2011 World Cup-winning
star also distanced himself from his
father Yograj Singh’s unsavoury com-
ments made earlier this week during
a protest rally.

“As a proud Indian, I am indeed
saddened and upset by the state-
ments made by Mr Yograj Singh. I
wish to clarify that his remarks have
been made in an individual capaci-
ty and my ideologies are not the same
in any manner, Yuvraj said and
ended the post with Jai Jawan! Jai
Kisan! Jai Hind! PNS

‘Things were hetter

AFP M LIVERPOOL

Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp said
he has changed his mind over the need
for VAR in football and believes the
change to using technology to determine
the finest of margins has made the game
less enjoyable.

The Reds were involved in three
lengthy stoppages during a 1-1 draw away
to Midtjylland in the Champions League
on Wednesday for VAR to check a penal-
ty awarded to the Danish champions and
rule out a goal for either side.

“We stop celebrating goals, we wait
constantly, we have less than millimetre
offside decisions. A lot of things are not
like they were before, that’s the truth,” said
Klopp in his pre-match press conference
ahead of Sunday’s trip to Fulham.

“I said when the idea of VAR first
came up I was in favour of it because I
thought the right decisions would be nice,
if we could have rights decisions.

“‘I'm not sure we all thought it
through properly and how long will it take
to get the right decision, how much will
it take away from a game we all loved
before”

Liverpool have been involved in
plenty of VAR controversy already this
season as Everton goalkeeper Jordan
Pickford escaped without seeing a red card
for a horrendous challenge on Virgil van
Dijk, which caused knee ligament dam-

before

* VAR: Klopp

against us, it’s in general. A few things are
not like they were before and they were
better before. If you change something
there should be just

Fulham vs Liverpool |
Live from 10:00 pm IST that is for sure not
STAR SPORTS SELECT 1

improvement and

| the case and thats it”

Liverpool boss Jurgen Klopp AP

age to the talismanic Dutch defender.
Jordan Henderson had a late winner
ruled out in the same game for a millimet-
ric offside call, while Andy Robertson con-
ceded a late penalty after a review in a 1-
1 draw at Brighton two weeks ago.
“It's nothing to do with tight decisions

MOURINHO WARNS SPURS

Jose Mourinho has warned his
Tottenham players they face a searching
test of their Premier League title creden-
tials over the gruelling Christmas period.

Spurs, top of the table on goal differ-
ence, are about to embark on a run of
seven fixtures in 21 days, which could
have a huge say in whether they will
remain as contenders.

They start at Crystal Palace on
Sunday before games against Liverpool,
Leicester, Wolves, Fulham and Leeds, with
a League Cup quarter-final at Stoke
sandwiched in between.

Mourinho has been used to juggling
his squad as they have been in Europa
League action and will do so again, but
says his star men such as Harry Kane and
Son Heung-min will have to play most of
the matches.

“It is impossible for a player to play
all these matches in a short period of time;”
he said. “Of course we need to do it
(rotate) and we have to do it but at the
same time there are players that are real-
ly, really unique.
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Dortmund
concede five
against Stuttgart
In shock defeat

AFP B GERMANY

orussia Dortmund coach
BLucien Favre admitted his

side suffered a “disaster” in
the Bundesliga title race on
Saturday after being routed 5-1 by
VIB Stuttgart to suffer their heav-
iest home defeat in over a decade.

Stuttgart’s Congo winger Silas
Wamangituka netted twice in
the romp which piled the pressure
on Favre with fifth-placed
Dortmund now five points
behind leaders RB Leipzig.

“Things went mercilessly
wrong,” admitted Dortmund
defender Mats Hummels.

"We shot ourselves in the
foot every few minutes."

Dortmund have taken just a
point in their two league games
since star striker Erling Braut
Haaland was ruled out until
January with a hip injury.

Stuttgart's relentless press-
ing and sloppy Dortmund
defending resulted in the visitors
scoring four unanswered sec-
ond-half goals.

“We are not a team that can
defend well, that has to be said
quite clearly;” fumed Dortmund
captain Marco Reus, while Favre
admitted it was “a disaster”.

Wamangituka converted a
penalty midway through the first
half after Dortmund's Emre Can
brought down Mateo Klimowicz.

Dortmund equalised just
before the break when a superb

Raphael Guerreiro long
ball picked out Giovanni
Reyna, who deftly
chipped home.

It was 1-1 at the
break, but the flood-
gates opened in the sec-

with a Stuttgart goal.
Guerreiro lost con-
trol of the ball on the
edge of his penalty area
and  Wamangituka
claimed his second goal
eight minutes after the

}\.

BUNDESLIGA

ond period as nearly every break.

Dortmund mistake was punished

Midfielder Philip Foerster,

in for suspended Stuttgart captain
Gonzalo Castro, scored with a
perfectly timed run into the area
with an hour played.

Jude Belligham's stray pass
was then snapped up by
Wamangituka and moved to
striker Tanguy Coulibaly, who
fired home on 63 minutes.
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The VAR ruled out a second
Reyna goal late on before a mis-
take by Dortmund’s Nico Schulz
saw Nicolas Gonzalez claim
Stuttgart’s fifth goal.

The debacle is Dortmund's
heaviest home defeat since being
humbled 5-1 at home to Bayern
Munich in 2009.

LEIPZIG GO TOP
Fresh from knocking
Manchester United out of the
Champions League in midweek,
RB Leipzig saw off Werder
Bremen 2-0 to leapfrog Bayern
into top spot in the table.
Leipzig captain Marcel
Sabitzer converted a penalty and
Dani Olmo, who shone in the
attacking midfield role, grabbed
a first-half goal for the hosts.
The victory left Leipzig a
point clear of defending champi-
ons Bayern, who can regain first
place at FC Union later in Berlin.
The home win capped a good
week for Leipzig, who knocked
United out of Europe on Tuesday
with a 3-2 victory to reach the last
16 of the Champions League.

Humiliation at home

Arsenal loanee Matteo
Guendouzi scored his first goal
for Hertha Berlin in their 1-1
draw at Borussia
Moenchengladbach.

Guendouzi scored just after
the break when Gladbach’s Denis
Zakaria lost possession on the
edge of his area.

Gladbach, who also reached
the last 16 of the Champions
League in midweek, fought their
way back and equalised through
Breel Embolo on 70 minutes.

Freiburg ended their nine-
match winless run with a 2-0 win
over Arminia Bielefeld.

Nils Petersen hit the wood-
work twice before Vincenzo Grifo
converted a late penalty.

Then South Korean midfield-
er Jeong Woo-yeong, on loan
from Bayern Munich, scored in
added time.

Cologne stay just above the
relegation places after their 1-0
win at second-from-bottom
Mainz.

Leipzig moved top on 24
points with Bayern, who play
Union Berlin later on Saturday.
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We have achievet our
primary target of improving
fitness level: Marijne

PTI W BENGALURU

Indian women’s hockey head coach
Sjoerd Marijne on Saturday said that the
team has achieved its primary target of
improving fitness level of the players as
they were left with practically no compe-
tition this season due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic.

The team did not play any competi-
tion since February when it had travelled
to New Zealand. Since then it has been
camping at the Sports Authority of India
(SAI) Centre here. The camp ends on
Saturday.

“One of our goals was improving fit-
ness and that worked out very well. In the
past few weeks, we also worked with the
junior men’s team in a few sessions to test
our speed and handling skills and I am
happy with the progress we have made as
a group,” Marijne said.

He believes the core group had worked
hard towards a good build-up to the
Olympic Games next year.

“We have done well so far in utilising
this time and our primary focus is the
Olympics.

“We are hopeful of playing good
matches early next year that will show
where we stand and we can plan the
months leading up to the Games keeping
in mind the areas that require improve-
ment basis our performance in these
tours,” the head coach explained.

Marijne said the break the players are
getting will help them recover from the
mental fatigue.

“The players have worked hard these
past four and half months and they have
done it without complaining about any-
thing — be it living in a bio bubble with
zero outside interaction or living away
from their families for so long.

“I am extremely happy with the atti-
tude they have showed these past four
months and I understand that the train-
ing camp was physically and mentally
quite challenging. This break will be
especially good to recover from the men-
tal fatigue”

Verstappen puts

Red Bull on pole

AFP B YAS MARINA

Red Bull driver Max
Verstappen produced a
stunning last lap and beat both
Mercedes cars to take pole
position for the season-ending
Abu Dhabi Grand Prix on
Saturday.

He was .025 seconds ahead
of Valtteri Bottas and .086
clear of world champion Lewis
Hamilton for his first pole of
the season and third of his
career.

"Mega, mega lap!" Red
Bull's team principal Christian
Horner yelled over the radio
when Verstappen crossed the
line under floodlights at the Yas
Marina circuit.

"It's a long season for
everyone and this was a great
final qualifying for the whole
team," Verstappen said. "We are
all very happy and it's great to
finally get there after being
close many times in 2020."

Bottas led Verstappen and
Hamilton after their first
attempts in Q3, the final section

| Abu Dhabi Grand Prix |
Live from 6:40 pm IST
|  STAR SPORTS SELECT2 |

of qualifying, and Hamilton
then appeared on course for a
record-extending 99th career
pole as he led the split times on
their second and final attempts.
But Verstappen showed
why he is touted as a future
world champion, and Bottas
found some extra speed to
score a rare victory over his
illustrious teammate.
Hamilton went well wide in
Q1 and went over the curb,
while Verstappen complained
over the radio that his hand had
got stuck inside the cockpit.

Wolves pay big price for late penalty

AFP B WOLVERHAMPTON

Anwar El Ghazi’s last-gasp
penalty fired 10-man Aston
Villa to a dramatic 1-0 win
against Wolves on Saturday.

In the first of the day’s
Premier League games, Dutch
winger El Ghazi struck from the
spot in stoppage-time to lift Villa
into eighth place.

Villa had Douglas Luiz sent
off in the final minutes for two
bookings after the Brazilian
midfielder caught Daniel
Podence with an elbow.

But Nelson Semedo’s foul on
John McGinn triggered El
Ghazi’s penalty before Wolves
midfielder Joao Moutinho was
dismissed for a second yellow
card just moments from full-
time in a fractious local derby.

After two successive defeats,
Villa will hope they are back on
track with just their second win
in six games.

Villa have won four of their
five away league matches this
season, while mid-table Wolves
have only one win in their last
five games.

With Raul Jimenez out after
surgery on the fractured skull he
suffered against Arsenal, Wolves
handed a first Premier League

Y
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start to 18-year-old striker Fabio
Silva — a club record £35 mil-
lion ($46 million) signing from
Porto in the close-season.

It was two weeks since Villa
last played after the Newcastle
match was postponed due to
their opponents’ coronavirus

outbreak and they took a while
to get going as a result.

Villa appealed for a penal-
ty when the ball glanced off
Romain Saiss’ shoulder as he
stooped to head clear, but VAR
ignored their protests.

UNITED DECLINE

Wolves finished the first
half strongly, with Daniel
Podence forcing Emiliano
Martinez to save his low
drive.

Martinez kept out
Leander Dendoncker’s
stinging strike and Silva
nearly broke the deadlock
when his glancing header drift-
ed narrowly wide.

Silva was inches away from
a first Premier League goal
when he took Podences pass
and rifled his first-time shot past
Martinez, only to see the ball
cannon back off the post.

Luizs stray elbow earned
him a red card from Mike Dean
in the 85th minute, but El Ghazi
won it from the penalty spot
after McGinn's burst was halted
by Semedo.

Premier
League

On Friday night at Ellan
Road stadium, West Ham boss
David Moyes labelled the use of
VAR as “rubbish” after his side
had to come from behind to beat
Leeds 2-1 and move up to fifth.

The Hammers could not
have had a worse start as
Mateusz Klich opened the scor-
ing at the second attempt
from the penalty spot
after Lukasz Fabianski
was penalised for com-
ing off his line in saving
his Polish international
teammate’s first spot-
kick.

Moyes was left exasperated
with the decision based on the
smallest of margins, while the
retake was allowed to stand
despite encroaching by Leeds
players.

“Until we get the VAR sort-
ed I don't think I'll be happy;,
said Moyes.

“It’s a really good result but
we had another setback after 30
seconds. There are some terri-
ble decisions that are happening
at the moment.

Angulo’s strike win for Goa

PTI @ BAMBOLIM

I gor Angulo struck at the
injury time of the first half to
hand FC Goa a 1-0 win over
Odisha FC, their second succes-
sive win in the Hero Indian
Super League here on Saturday.

The win propelled FC Goa
to the fourth spot in the stand-
ings.

Angulo (45+1st minute)
netted the winner to help Juan
Ferrandos side register another
victory.

Arshdeep Singh shone for

Odisha but their inefficiency
upfront meant Stuart Baxters
side remained winless in the

ceedings from the start while
Odisha decided to stay compact
and absorb the pressure.

Jorge Ortiz Mendoza, a con-
stant threat on the left flank, had
an opportunity to give Goa the
lead during the 16th minute.
Brandon Fernandes won the ball
and laid down a pass for Ortiz
on the left. The forward cut
inside into acres of space but
dragged his shot wide.

However, despite dominat-
ing possession, the Gaurs failed
to penetrate the Odisha defence,
who kept things tight at the
back.

Odisha, too applied pressure
on Goas backline towards the
end of the first half, mainly
through Diego Mauricio but the
home team’s backline did well to
thwart the dangers.

Goa’s perseverance finally
paid off towards the end of the
first half with Angulo getting
himself on the scoresheet again.
Romario beat his marker on the
left and found the Spaniard in
the box, who created space to
fool Jacob Tratt before drilling
his shot into the bottom left-

competition. handed corner.

Vinit Rai was handed , sUPER The second half got
his first start of the sea- & , ly® "%, off to an interesting start
son as Odisha made four = % with both sides showing
changes to their line-up. '#  intent.

Ferrando rangin justone % o Odisha pushed hard
change as Alberto Noguera *"'**** " for an equaliser and near-
replaced Edu Bedia. ly came close just before the

Goa outplayed their oppo-
nents in the first half and head-
ed into the break with a one-goal
lead.

The Gaurs dominated pro-

hour mark. After a counter-
attack, the ball fell to Cole
Alexander at the edge of the box,
but midfielder fired his shot
wide.

Chennaiyin brace up for NEUFC challenge

PTI @ VASCO

Former champions
Chennaiyin FC face a tough
task when they take on
NorthEast United FC in an
Indian Super League match
here on Sunday.

CFC are up against one of
three unbeaten sides so far this
season, and need to raise the
level of play to secure a positive
result.

Despite not getting the
results and points their perfor-
mances have merited, CFC
have been arguably one of the
most attractive sides to watch,
creating a flurry of chances in
every game they have played so
far.

They had the advantage
against Mumbai City FC in their
previous encounter but suc-
cumbed to a 1-2 defeat as a
result of some questionable ref-
ereeing decisions and indecisive
defending from set-pieces.

CFC head coach Csaba
Laszlo will be hopeful his side’s
intent and vigour will translate
into goals and wins, following
two disheartening losses to
Bengaluru FC and MCFC.

Prior to that, Chennaiyin
drew 0-0 against Kerala Blasters,
having won their opening
encounter 2-1 against

| NEUFC vs Chennaiyin |
Live from 5:00 pm IST
| STAR SPORTS 2, 3 & 1 HINDI |

Jamshedpur FC.

A return to the Tilak
Maidan may be a good omen
for Laszlo's men as it was at this
ground they beat JEC.

Laszlo said the trio of mid-
fielder Anirudh Thapa, defend-
er Enes Sipovic and attacker
Isma Goncalves are expected to
return to action much sooner
than he had earlier expected.

Chennaiyin were unbeaten
against NEUFC last season
enroute the ISL final, beating
them 2-0 at home followed by
a 2-2 draw in Guwahati.

Like CFC, NorthEast are
also a different outfit from last
season, now under a young
head coach in the form of
Spaniard Gerard Nus.

They will be aiming to
extend their unbeaten streak.
The Highlanders, placed third
in the standings with nine
points, have been among the
early pacesetters this season,
with two wins and three draws.

Northeast United are the
joint-highest scorers so far this
season with Mumbai City FC
(with 8 goals each) and in
defence, they have also made it
difficult for opponents to break
them down, keeping two clean
sheets.

The Gaurs fashioned two
clear-cut opportunities during
the 64th minute but Arshdeep
produced stunning double save
to keep his side in the game.

The Odisha custodian first

blocked a shot from Angulo
with his leg. The ball was even-
tually cleared and fell to
Princeton Rebello. The substi-
tute found Mendoza outside the
box but the latter was denied as

Arshdeep dived full stretch.

The Odisha FC keeper pro-
duced another double save dur-
ing the dying minutes of the
game, denying both Mendoza
and Len Doungel.

Kerala look to arrest
slide against BFC

PTI @ MARGAO |

BFC vs Kerala
. Live from 7:30 pm IST
Former champi- | sTAR SPORTS 2, 3 & 1 HINDI |

| campaign with a
3-4-3 formation,
which wasn’t

ons Bengaluru
FC would look to shrug off an
unexpected struggling start to
the Indian Super League and
notch up a win against Kerala
Blasters here on Sunday.

It has not been an ideal
start for Bengaluru with three
draws and just one win in four
matches. But, head coach Carles
Cuadrat is aiming to get his side
back on track and is eyeing full
points against Kerala Blasters at
the Fatorda Stadium.

Bengaluru have a great
track record against Kerala. In
six games, they have prevailed
on four occasions and lost just
once. But that is the past and
Cuadrat’s side aren’t in the best
of form. Their last game against
NorthEast United ended in a 2-
2 draw. Bengaluru started the

conducive to
their style, forcing Cuadrat to
deploy a four-man defence.
The change in plan has helped
Bengaluru bring out best from
Dimas Delgado and Udanta
Singh, making them look more
threatening.

The former ISL champions
have netted 80 per cent of
their goals (4) from set-pieces
this season and this could pose
a threat to Kerala whose
defence has been the most vul-
nerable in the league.

They are yet to keep a
clean sheet against BFC.

This season, Kerala Blasters
have conceded six goals (sec-
ond-most), despite facing just
13 shots on target. Coach Kibu
Vicuna addressed that con-
cern.



& sunday pioneer

LUCKNOW | SUNDAY | DECEMBER 13, 2020

Talktin

ANUPAM KHER
He is an award-winning actor and
best-selling author and has appeared in
over 500 Bollywood and Hollywood movies

like Silver Linings Playbook. The actor
speaks with Shalini Saksena about his
recently released book on the pan-
demic and lockdown and why he bid.
chose to auction an hour of

his time for charity

B How did you partner with

CharityBuzz.com to raise funds for

e

Magic Bus India Foundation?

I am very happy that we can lever-

age a huge platform like this for a great
organisation like Magic Bus. I am

proud to be doing this for an
organisation that has trans-
formed the loves of one mil-

lion children and young
people and has ensured
that children on their
programme to com-
plete secondary edu-
cation, have delayed
their marriage and go
on to get jobs in the
organised sector. I
urge my fans and sup-
porters to join us in this
great cause and make a

B What made you auction
an hour of your time?
No one could have imagined

an event of this magnitude. The coun-
try as a whole has been affected, peo-

have faced the consequences too with an
interruption in their education and halt in
their hunt for jobs. Thankfully organisa-
tions like Magic Bus are doing some
tremendous work in helping affected fam-
ilies and it is our duty too help in whatever
way we can. This organisation is doing
great work with its COVID-19 recovery
plan to revive incomes and get back on
their feet by connecting them to employ-
ment opportunities. As an actor if my inter-
action can ensure that no children drops
out from school, I am happy to give my
time.

B Most Indians don’t do much for char-
ity. How important is it for us to give back
to society in some form or the other?
First of all, I don’t agree that Indians
don't do charity. Not everyone wants to
publicise what they do. Many people do the
same quietly. I think people in India, over
the last few years have become more con-
scious about giving back and it has become
stronger after COVID-19. They are mak-
ing a difference and contributing and
changing the landscape of giving in India.
If we all contribute, we will be able to send

If we all
contribute, we
will be able to

send at least one
more child to
school, give one
more young
person a stable
job and bring one
more family out
of poverty. The
task seems
mammoth, but if
we will work
together, we can
see that
change coming

ple without jobs, there is scarcity of food,
people migrating to their villages and
unfortunately children and young people

at least one more child to school, give one
more young person a stable job and bring
one more family out of poverty. The task

backpack 14

seems mammoth, but if we work togeth-
er, we can see that change coming.

B Would you agree that films are a medi-
um that can change the mindset of the
society?

Films are a reflection of our society so
they can change. But the message can’t be
that obvious so it is important for people
to take out that message. Otherwise,
films are there to entertain and out of
entertainment there lies a message, peo-
ple are smart enough to take it.

M A lesson that life has taught you thus
far?

That there is no alternative to hard
work and honesty.

H You are a public figure and what you
say carries weight. Does it bother you
when it gets misconstrued or people troll
what you have said?

As long as T am honest with what I
have said and am truthful it doesn’t both-
er me because my grandfather used to say
that when you are telling the truth you
don’t have to remember it so stick to it. I
don't really get bothered by trolls, some-
times you give them attention, sometimes
you ignore them.

2% ‘No alternative to hard work & honesty’

H You have been part of Bollywood and
Hollywood. Are they different?

They are different from a language
point of view; they are different from a
professional point of view. But both the
industries are of story-tellers. Sometimes
you tell great stories, sometimes you tell
stories that don’t connect with people.

B From an actor to an author to a teacher
to a motivational speaker. What role do
you love the most?

It is difficult to choose. Sometimes
when I am acting, I am very happy, when
Iam writing a book, it is the author, when
I am at public functions and speaking, I
love the role of a motivational speaker. I
love to make a difference in people’s lives,
I am a people’s person and love connect-
ing with them and if my conversation and
eternal optimism can help, I am a happy
man.

B What are your upcoming projects?

I have already completed a film —The
Last Show with Satish Kaushik. I am also
the producer here. Then there is my pod-
cast Anupam Cares on iHeartRadio on
Spotify and Apple. Then there is my book
Your Best Day Is Today, it is about my expe-
riences of the pandemic and lockdown.

FOR THOSE PRIVATE LETTERS

SHALINI SAKSENA chats up 26-year-old [IT Guwahati student, SUNIT NANDI, the
man behind Letter, an email hosting provider, about how the idea hit him, the safety
and privacy that it has to offer and the subscription plans available

is no bound to our young talent.

A case in point is the 26-year-old

IIT Guwahati student Sunit
Nandi, who realised the need for a
secure work email provider. He
merge his expertise and experience
to launch Letter, a powerful email
hosting provider packed with an
array of advanced features.

It offers an intuitive user inter-
face, impressive performance and
global standard security which boasts
on sharing strongest data privacy and
encrypted storage for emails.

“I have often suffered due to the
lack of business email solutions that
properly implements the basics such
as email deliverability, contact sync,
calendars, search and also respects
user privacy and right to their data,”
Nandi says.

Devising a solution to these
issues, Nandi self-hosted his work
emails for several years before final-
ly launching Letter. “I was so frus-
trated with the state of email hosting
that I self-hosted my own work
emails for several years, and spent
countless days improving the secu-
rity and optimising email deliver-
ability. I spent almost three years on
the infrastructure. I was optimising
on three things security, usability and
availability. As for security, whatev-
er data and conversations you have
stays on the server in an encrypted
form. It is not accessible by anyone
outside of the server. It is safe from
any cyber attacks as well,” Nandi, who
is also a serial entrepreneur and start-
ed when he was 18, explains.

He adds that the email hosting
provider doesn’t restrict the usage to
any particular client. “One can use it
with his choice of clients. Take for
example BlueMail or even KMail,” he
says.

If one wants to try this Made In

I t goes without saying that there

about weakening privacy, you need
to take some data out of the user. If
any privacy solution has a back
door, it does not remain private any-
more. But with that being said, if a
few people are trying to misuse
something it doesn't mean that the
rest of the world shouldn’t benefit
from it. One either have bullet proof
security or nothing at all,” he says.

Before launching it commercial-
ly a month ago, the service saw at
least 20 people who practiced during
the private beta version. “After the
launch, we have about 46 customers
using this service,” Nandi, who have
been operating the beta phase since
October, says.

The service, he says, is witness-
ing a couple of new signups every
day. “T hope in the coming few years
we will become a significant player
in this market,” he opines. He adds
that the service has at least 15 inter-
national users.

To make sure the server meets
the growing demands, he says, that
they have their inbuilt cloud where
all the data gets backed up and will
also make sure the servers never get
down. “The data is backed up at least
four times a day on our system. But
this doesn’t mean the data can leak
out of the system. Your password is
the key and as long as we don’t know
your password we don’'t know how to
access your mails or data. Also,
when the data is updated on our sys-
tem, it gets converted into a gibber-
ish form and only when the third

India email provider, all one has to
do is to visit Letter.is and choose the
preferred plan and check out. “We
will then call the customer to give
him an administrative account. You
can add your domains to it and then
add your mail boxes to it. It works
just like any of the regular email
providers,” he tells you.

The most basic plan that is on
offer right now is a 4GB yearly one
for ¥1,320. This 4GB storage can be
split into four different domains and
one can add as many different emails
in each of them.

“The highest plan that we have
right now is ¥3,520 plan which offer
50GB of storage. It follows the same

strategy as the basic plan and one can
split it into 50 different domains. We
also offer customised big plans for
organisations,” he tells you.

Given the rise in cyber crimes
and how technology is misused
worldwide, Nandi says, anything can
be misused and that his product is
not an exception. “When you think

party logs in with the password, the
data gets converted into its original
form. So if by any chance the data
gets leaked then also it will require
a lot of efforts to get it in the form
of plain text,” Nandi, who for the next
one year wants to solely focus on
Letter before opting for a new ven-
ture, tells you.

‘Rap has so much more to offer

Rapper-lyricist
Ankit Singh Patyal
aka IKKA, who
made his
Bollywood debut
with In Da Club,
speaks with
SHALINI SAKSENA
about his latest
track, collaborating
with Divine and
how he became a
rapper

) e

M What is your new debut album ‘T’

" about?

1 The album is titled I’ because this
is my story — all about my journey.
There are nine tracks here and all
of them are about my life, my
experiences and journey till
» now. Some of the tracks are
@ ., dark and some are about
£ i’l what I have achieved.
Those who want to know
about me, should defi-

! nitely listen to this.

B How did you get
your name Ikka?
\ Actually, my name
: '|| 4 is Ankit. I told my
‘ % . father when I was
e, 4% young why he had to
_ b ' keep a name that is so
X f common; when [ was
“" _ in school there were
=~ six kids in my class by
] _ the same name. I told
§ my father why not Shah
Rukh or Hrithik? He told
me that this was the name
I would have to live with
in this life, at least. But he
shortened it to Akki and
£ r from there, when you
look at it, backwards, it reads
. Ikka.

B You have also released a new track
Angaar. Tell us about that?

The track is about how we have
struggled so much and there is so much
talent in us — that we have achieved
things ad we have grown and improved
as artists. The uniqueness is that it fea-
tures Raftaar and music given by Sez on
The Beat. Raftaar and I have known each
other for sometime but we lost touch due
to a misunderstanding but that got
cleared and 10 years later, now, did this
track.

H How did you end up collaborating
with Divine?

It was during the lockdown. And
Divine and I would keep with each other
regularly over Insta. Over one such chat,
he asked me to share a vibe if I had any
and why not do it together. I was doin
an album at that time and agreed. I had
two-three songs ready and told him to
choose whichever one he liked and get
back. He loved Level Up and he sent his
verse in five days and the song was ready.

M How did you get interested in music?

I had no interest in music; I was
more interested in playing video games
and reading comics. I loved to draw and
was creative. One day, a friend got a cas-
sette of Eminem — Lose Yourself. While
I didn’t understand most of it, I loved it.
The song has a vibe to it. I explored hip-
hop and listened to many artists and
loved this style, dress sense and music.
I was totally enamoured with it and my
love for music took root.

B How did you end up being a rapper?

I just fell into it. I started with lis-
tening to hip-hop and just went with the
flow. My friends were those who rapped.
It became my life as well. I watched doc-
umentaries about the history of rap and
lives of rappers all over the world. It felt
so real to me and I get influenced by
things that are real. Hip-hop was so dif-
ferent for me.

H You are a singer-songwriter, rapper,
lyricist, composer and producer. How
do you do all this?

I have had the opportunity to work
with some of the best artists — Guru
Randhawa, Diljit Dosanjh, Yo Yo Honey
Singh — right at the beginning of my
career. These people are the best in what
they do. Some gave me a sense of
music, another taught me production,
yet another taught me how to write. I like
to observe things and learn and things
fell into place.

B Has the rap scene saturated in India?

Not at all. People have just started
to listen to rap. Labels have started pro-
moting it now. More and more people
are drawn to hip-hop. I see great things
for this genre since there is still better
things to come.

B What next?

I am working on my next album. I
have a few collaborations and Bollywood
projects as well.
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Astill of Sahil Vaid in a driver's costume from Coolie No 1 which is slated to
release on Amazon Prime Video on December 25

‘| was starstruck
at the sets’

SAHIL VAID, who is currently busy
shooting for Satyameva Jayate 2 in
Lucknow, tells MUSBA HASHMI about
his role in Coolie No 1, which is all set to
release on Amazon Prime Video, and
how he is not at all a nervous actor

B What is your role in Coolie No 1?

Without revealing a lot, I am playing Deepak, Varun’s friend
again. This time I play a very different kind of friend. I go through
a lot to help him get the girl. As a prize, in this film, for a change
I get a girl as well. That’s the difference between the other friends’
roles that I have done with Varun and this one. This also marks a
performance where I get to play a different type of role. Theres a
lot of lying happening in the film. Sometimes I become his driver,
sometime a mechanic and what not.

H With every character that you play, there’s always a lesson that
you learn.What was it here?

With every film I do and every character that I play, I always
learn something. One thing that I took back home from the sets
of this film was something that I have learnt from my father years
ago. He used to tell me jhoot ke paer nahin hote hain. You tell a lie
and then cover it up with another one and the cycle goes on. The
other amazing thing I learnt one was that in our country specifi-
cally there’s a lot of pressure on the boy to be successful and rich.
There’s a lot of expectations from him and many people believe if
the boy is well off, their daughter will live a happy life. I want to
tell it to everyone that women now are capable of anything and
everything. The time is different, hence one should leave it to the
boy and girl to make their own choice. This is something that Jeffery
Rozario (played by Paresh Rawal) who is Sara and Shikha Talsania’s
father in the film, learns the hard way. He looks for rich guys, but
ends up getting poor ones for his daughters, who are good actu-
ally. This is something that I will remember for a lifetime.

H How was the experience to share sets with such a varied cast?

We were shooting in Bangkok and there was a frame where
we had Mr Jaaved Jaaferi, Rajpal Yadav, Paresh Rawal and Bharatiji.
I was standing around and looked at everyone and thought what
did I do to deserve this where I am standing with such amazing
actors. This is nothing less than an award. Theres Johnny Lever
too, I have grown up watching him. It felt so surreal. My teacher
Naseeruddin Shah always say that Johnny Lever is by far the best
actor in the industry. One, I was overwhelmed. Two, I was starstruck.
Then, there was David Dhawan directing. I was like ‘Sahil Vaid,
what have you done to deserve this’ It was a beautiful experience.
There was something always happening on the set. It was very old
school yet a modern one because there was both of Varun and David
Dhawan to bring you an experience of yesterday and today.

M Did the surreal experience, as you call it, made you nervous?

If you end up doing theatre with Naseeruddin Shah, you don’t
get nervous while acting. I am still nervous when I go and rehearse
for a new play with him. He is blatantly honest. He would tell it to
your face how bad you were. With David Dhawan it is different.
His favourite line to me during shooting was, ‘Sahil maza nahin
aa raha’. And when someone says that to you as an actor you are
blank. He then explained to me how he want a scene to go. Also
it was surprising for me to know that David Dhawan and
Naseeruddin Shah are close friends. They both respect each other.
I remember David sir telling me once, ‘Kya ho gaya, hero wali act-
ing kar na. Naseer ne sikhaya nahin tujhey’ It is difficult to put these
feelings into words.

H You once said that to act just means to do. Has the definition
changed for you now?

It will never. That's my basic. Even here at the sets of Satyameva
Jayate 2, that I am shooting for right now in Lucknow;, I follow this
rule. Naseer sir told me that you will get all kinds of roles and gen-
res Sahil and an actor’s job is never to say I don't think my char-
acter would do this. If a director has a vision, you just do it.

B What is there in the pipeline?

Theres a film Silence with Manoj Bajpai, Prachi Desai and
Vaquar Sheikh, that I just started shooting for. I play a police offi-
cer in it. Then there’s Swagatam Khushamdeed that I am shooting
later this month that have Pulkit Samrat and Isabelle Kaif.
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Why is it so difficult
to have films seeing
the world from
women'’s perspective
like ‘Thelma and
Louise?’

— Son Ye-jin

Fix your habits early in life
The root of inherent habit tendencies lie in

the thought seeds that are firmly

embedded in the inner realms of the mind

Indlan cities’ |nab|I|ty in solving dramage related problems have economic rather than engineering roots,
writes VISWANATHAN VENKATARAMAN as he shares the historical dimensions of this issue

he recent episodes of destructive

flooding in cities such as Hyderabad

and Bengaluru have once again

turned the spotlight on the drainage

problems facing urban India.
According to a recent report by the New Delhi
based Centre for Science and Environment
titled Why Urban India Floods, flooding is one
of the most predominant hazards facing urban
India at present. Experts and commentators
who have studied this issue have identified a
number of vital causal dimensions to this
problem ranging from unplanned urban
development, which has led to the
encroachment of the natural drainage channels
of urban water bodies, to shortcomings in
drainage infrastructures which have led to the
intensification of the problem.

Missing in much of these discussions,
however, are the historical dimensions of this
issue. A perusal of these dimensions indicates
two things: firstly, urban flooding and the
inability of Indian cities to upgrade drainage
infrastructures were, in a similar vein to
contemporary times, features of urban life even
in the British period; secondly, Indian cities’
inability in solving these problems in this
period had economic rather than engineering
roots. Even when comprehensive engineering
solutions to these problems were available, at
that time they were only haltingly implemented
due to the inability of local municipal
governments to finance such elaborate schemes
on their own. Given that this weakness and
institutional structure continues to largely
endure in Indian cities, there is a need to
provide secure financial backing to local
governments for building robust urban
infrastructure in the future.

THE INTRODUCTION OF MODERN URBAN
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS IN BRITISH INDIA

Modern drainage systems were introduced
in the major cities of the world from around
1850 onward as a response to emergent
epidemic diseases such as Cholera. Indian cities
were no exceptions to this trend as Calcutta,
Bombay and Madras city (now Kolkata,
Mumbai and Chennai) — the three biggest
cities in British India — were among the first to
introduce these systems there. Kolkata (then
Calcutta) introduced its system in 1858, while
Mumbai (then Bombay) and Chennai (then
Madras) introduced their systems in the late
1870s with the key responsibilities for
financing, building, operating and maintaining

these systems lay with the local municipal
bodies.

The precise engineering arrangements for
draining the cities varied from case to case and
was shaped largely by local conditions. Design
choice in this period revolved around two
modes of drainage — the ‘combined’ and the
‘separate’ system of drainage. The ‘combined’
system transported both stormwater (surface
run-off of rainwater) and sewage in a single
underground sewer, while the ‘separate’ system
collected and disposed storm water and sewage
separately via separate pipes. While Kolkata
opted for a ‘combined’ system due to its
topography, Mumbai and Chennai city opted
for the ‘separate’ system guided by the annual
rainfall patterns in the city. Since rainfall in the
latter two cities were restricted only to a few
months in a year, it was felt that stormwater can
be separately managed more efficiently. On a
similar note, while Kolkata opted to drain its
stormwater into a nearby tidal creek by the
name Bidhyadhari, Chennai and Mumbai opted
to drain their stormwater into the sea via open
drains and channels.

DRAINAGE SYSTEMS IN PRACTICE

Following their introduction, these drainage
systems certainly did not have a smooth career
and began to develop a number of problems not
so different from the drainage problems
afflicting contemporary Indian cities. The
nature of the problems in each case was
strongly conditioned by its design choices. For
instance, the cities that adopted the ‘separate’
system developed practical difficulties in
keeping sewage from entering storm water
drains and vice versa. This manifested in
Mumbai in 1901 when parts of the city’s storm
water drains had become a public health hazard
when a slower uptake of household sewer
connections led to the dumping of sewage into
these drains. In Chennai city, in the late 1920s,
the reverse was the problem as storm water
found its way into sewage pipes thereby
stretching the sewage disposal arrangements of
the system.

While Kolkata’s ‘combined’ system could
steer clear of the aforementioned difficulties, it
still had to search for new disposal
arrangements for its storm water due to the
silting up and rise in the bed level of the
Bidyadhari river by the mid-1910s thereby
causing stagnation within the drains.

Furthermore, the carrying capacity of the
stormwater drains in all of these cities were

WHILE IT IS DIFFICULT
TO COME UP WITH A
CLEAR RECIPE ON HOW
TO IMPROVE URBAN
LIVING CONDITIONS IN
INDIA NOT THE LEAST
ON THE BASIS OF
HISTORICAL WORK,
ONE STARTING POINT
CERTAINLY COULD BE
ENSURING GREATER
INTERVENTION OF
CENTRAL AND STATE
GOVERNMENTS IN
PROVIDING SECURE
FINANCIAL BACKING
FOR THESE LOCAL
BODIES TO BUILD VITAL
PUBLIC SERVICES IN
OUR CITIES
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beginning to be overwhelmed resulting in
monsoon floods through the 1920s and 1930s.
For instance, a national newspaper report from
August 1923 complained about Kolkata (then
Calcutta) that ‘Floods are of daily occurrence,
and it is doubtful if this will ever be a thing of
the past, while a report on flooding in Mumbai
in 1937 noted that ‘Flooded Bombay (now
Mumbai) streets, are a common sight..” during
monsoons. In both these cases, the inadequate
capacity of its drainage infrastructure to
respond to the rainfall patterns in the city were
identified as the most important cause, thus
providing us interesting parallels from the past
on monsoon flooding in urban India.

HALTING SOLUTIONS

The city governments of that era were
certainly not silent spectators as these problems
started unraveling from of them. They were, as
a matter of fact, quite alive to the need to
upgrade their respective drainage systems. For
instance, Mumbai city’s corporation had
planned for a project costing nearly ¥1.36 crore
to give a comprehensive overhaul of the city’s
storm water drainage system in 1924, while
Kolkata had finalised a scheme to shift its
outfall works from Bidyadhari river to the river
Kulti by 1930. But financial stringency facing
the local governments in this period meant
these schemes were either delayed or suspended
or only partially implemented.

While the implementation of Calcutta’s
(now Kolkata) scheme could eventually
commence only in 1935, Bombay’s (now
Mumbai) scheme for stormwater drainage was
not implemented even by 1933. Under the tight
financial constraints, the municipal bodies
could not go beyond tinkering with the existing
system to prevent flooding. In Mumbai, the
municipal corporation began to allow storm
water to drain off through sewage pipes during
periods of monsoon in a bid to reduce flooding
of city streets in the 1930s.

This position of financial weakness of
municipal bodies is succinctly captured by the
following quote from O.J.Wilkinson, who
served as the drainage engineer of Kolkata in
the mid 1920. He noted that: ‘In Calcutta (now
Kolkata) we have ... terrific rainstorms to
contend with, a drainage problem of
unparalleled complexity, a vast conservancy
question..Yet the income per head of the
population is but a fraction of London or other
great European cities. Whereas in London, the
rateable value is such that enormous schemes to

meet the growing needs of the community can
be financed without much difficulty from
municipal funds, in Calcutta (now Kolkata), it
is quite impossible for obvious reasons. The
drainage question alone is of such decisive
importance and so great in extent that the cost
of remedial measures may be quite beyond the
means of the corporation’

If this was the case in Kolkata, one of the
then richest municipal bodies in the country,
then it would certainly not be difficult to
fathom what the state of drainage systems in
other poorer yet populous cities such as
Lucknow and Banaras might have been. Indeed,
as of 1937 only 3% of the 517 municipalities
across the five provinces of Bengal, Mumbai,
Chennai, UP and Punjab had modern sewage
disposal systems installed even though the
engineering practices behind them had become
fairly well rooted in India. Thus, it was not for
want of engineering solutions that drainage
systems remained inadequate; it was mainly the
dire economic conditions that these local
bodies found themselves in that prevented the
emergence of a functional and satisfactory
system of urban drainage in India.

It's now nearly 90 years since the
aforementioned incidents took shape. While
there are important qualitative differences
between the challenges that contemporary
urban India faces and what its colonial
predecessor did, this article has alluded to some
important enduring elements. Chief among this
is the economic inability of India’s local bodies
to build robust public infrastructure for
delivering vital services — be it water,
sanitation or drainage.

A recent report of the research organisation
ICRIER titled Finances of Municipal
Corporation in Metropolitan India alerts us that
the dire financial position of these bodies
continues to remain a major stumbling block
for upgrading urban infrastructure. While it is
difficult to come up with a clear recipe on how
to improve urban living conditions in India not
the least on the basis of historical work, one
starting point certainly could be ensuring
greater intervention of central and state
governments in providing secure financial
backing for these local bodies to build vital
public services in our cities.

The author is an engineer turned PhD stu-
dent with the Centre for the History of Science,
Technology and Medicine (CHoSTM) at King’s

College, London, researching the history of sani-
tary infrastructures in late colonial Madras city
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SUSTAINABLE WHEN WE INVEST

WE MAKE THE FUTURE

IN THE POOR, NOT WHEN WE
INSIST ON THEIR SUFFERING
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For this one time, the country needs to step up its game and ensure that the choice and the correct
information for the Covid-19 vaccine reaches the most disadvantaged end of income groups in India

he year 2021 will be the year

of the Covid-19 vaccine. It will

be the topic of our greatest

relief and utmost anxiety.

Which vaccine? How to avail
it? Will it work? What are the side effects?
We will not know the answers to all these
questions at once, not even at the time
regulatory approval is given for each vac-
cine.

Choosing the vaccine to use in
India’s vaccination programme will there-
fore certainly not be easy as they will each
be based on very different technologies,
with differing degrees of efficacy and side
effects that will likely be revealed with
time. Many millions will be vaccinated
every week, and perhaps an effective
tracking system could help us identify
problems with particular vaccines which
were not caught in the pre-approval tests.

Procuring the vaccine would indeed
be initially difficult but I don’t anticipate
it to be our greatest challenge in the long
run either. India has a large vaccine pro-
duction capacity. The Serum Institute of
India is the largest vaccine manufactur-
er in the world and it is producing the
AstraZeneca-Oxford vaccine and will
also produce the Novavax vaccine. It is
expanding capacity to 1.2 billion doses
per year, and half of this could be avail-
able for India. There are other Indian
manufacturers engaged in clinical trials
to produce a vaccine, such as Zydus
Cadila, Bharat BioTech, Dr Reddy’s
Laboratories and Biological E. There will
undoubtedly be difficulties in this
unprecedented situation.

However, funding the programme
will be a major challenge and a heavily
debated one too. Should the vaccine be
free for all beneficiaries or only for some?
Will the government pay for vaccines for
all? India has a vast spectrum of social
and economic inequalities. We have
some of the world’s richest and the
world’s poorest, with health care distri-
bution that also mirrors this enormous
gap. Without free vaccines provided by
the government at least to some extent,
we can not ensure that the last mile in
rural India are offered the vaccine. We
can not ensure that the population left
out in vaccinating 70% of India and hop-
ing for herd immunity for the rest, are not
the poorest.

We can anticipate two other major
hurdles in vaccinating India for which,

I believe, the private sector must step in
to help.

First, how will we distribute the vac-
cine to the last mile? Our existing systems
for distributing medicines to the angan-
wadis and rural medical centres are
fraught with pilferage. Already we see a
black market for vaccines preparing to
suck out the vaccines from the system to
offer it to those with greater buying
power who might want the vaccine at the
soonest. How can we then ensure that the
vaccine is offered to all individuals in an
equitable manner? Some have suggested
a lottery system for offering vaccines, but
even then how can the lottery winners
belonging to economically weaker seg-
ments be sure of receiving their vaccine?

Here, the network of the local kirana
stores and freelance entrepreneurs in
small towns and villages who are already

being mobilised by the government for
distributing Covid testing kits and masks
could be tapped upon. They are the gov-
ernment of India’s best last mile connect.
This network has been leveraged by the
government already and so it can be
leveraged for vaccine distribution as
well, to be then picked up by the govern-
ment healthcare workers in villages,
slums, small towns. Large companies
could include their supply chain and dis-
tributors within that network for vaccine
delivery. The supply chain of large com-
panies such as Hindustan Unilever Ltd.
and others will thus bolster this exist-
ing network further — if a Lifebuoy can
be delivered to the furthest hut in a vil-
lage so can the Covid vaccine. Indee

thereafter, the government healthcare
workers would be best suited for door-
to-door vaccinating. In our experience of

WE CAN NOT AFFORD
TO LOSE THE BATTLE
TO COVID, ESPECIALLY
ONCE AN EFFECTIVE
BASKET OF VACCINES
ARRIVE. THE
DISTRIBUTION OF
ANYTHING TO THE
LAST MILE IN INDIA 1S
A CHALLENGE
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setting up 11 Covid hospitals and recov-
ery facilities over six months, we lever-
aged public private partnerships to set up
these hospitals and facilities in urban
pockets that lacked healthcare facilities,
bringing in government healthcare work-
ers to operate them. A similar PPP
model can be put in place for vaccine dis-
tribution and vaccine administration in
rural India.

Second, how do we overcome India’s
biggest malaise — corruption — in this
regard? The black market is picking up
already, making ‘bandobast’ to get the
vaccines out to people with resources as
soon as possible. There are even travel
companies such as Gem Tours offering
Mumbai-New York-Mumbai tickets, 3
night/4 day packages with breakfast and
one vaccine dose. Further, even if the
kirana stores in villages and slum zones

are looped in to distribute the vaccines,
there might be cases where they instead
sell off the vaccines at high prices. In the
case of the latter, the government can not
entirely check the corruption and the pri-
vate sector might be silenced by the fear
of losing the supply chain for their own
products.

What are ways in which we can pre-
empt this corruption? Communication
might be key here. An intensive anti-cor-
ruption campaign for vaccine distribu-
tion can be planned in order to remind
the public of being ethical during the
worst global pandemic in history that has
ravaged the lives of millions. The public
involved in vaccine distribution can be
encouraged and named as ‘heroes’ ,
much as the frontline warriors were
referred to as ‘Covid Warriors. The
communication on vaccines must cover
factual information about the various
vaccines, removing rumours and baseless
fears. The vaccine cannot be made
mandatory, which makes the dispersion
of effective and accurate communication
all the more important.

In India, since the past three months
or so the private sector has already
stepped in to assist the government in
articulating and dispersing the message
around Covid precautions. At times the
government pays companies for spread-
ing the message while in some cases com-
panies and even some advertising agen-
cies have stepped up to do so on a pro-
bono basis. This trend can be further
strengthened towards an anti-corruption
campaign for vaccine distribution.

We can not afford to lose the battle
to Covid, especially once an effective bas-
ket of vaccines arrive. The distribution
of anything to the last mile in India is a
challenge. This is at least once when the
country needs to step up its game and
ensure that the choice and the correct
information for the Covid vaccine reach-
es the most disadvantaged end of income
groups in India. They can not be left to
gain ‘herd immunity’ while the top 1%
get their choice of vaccines. This is the
challenge that the government, private
sector, me and you need to win in 2021.

The writer is CEO of Sustain Labs
and Adjunct Professor at SciencesPo
Paris. She is also a columnist and
author of the 2019 bestseller Indian
Instincts — essays on freedom and
equality in India

Unpacking climate
geoengineering

If it works well, it might be able to protect climate-vulnerable

regions by keeping temperatures below 1.5 C while the world 1s
decarbonising, write VINAYAK NAMBIAR, SIJO ABRAHAM

& MOHAMMED MOFIZUR RAHMAN

methods can be rolled out by any
country independently, especial-
ly economically strong ones.
This would certainly cause an
imbalance of power in global
politics, as such a country would
potentially have control over the
global thermostat, with negative
repercussions in certain parts of
the world. We first have to
understand exactly what the
effects of various geoengineering
measures would be on a regional
basis, and ensure that the needs
of all nations are met when and
if they are executed. This is an
issue with global ramifications,
and cannot be treated locally. It
is therefore absolutely vital that
there is a cohesive strategy that

limate change, or more
‘ aptly, climate chaos, is

arguably one of the major
challenges of the 21st century,
and is often considered an exis-
tential threat to humanity. It
leaves no aspect of life
untouched, including the econo-
my, environment, health and
livelihoods, regardless of which
part of the world you reside. The
global community has awoken to
the risks involved, and there has
been a ramp-up of efforts to mit-
igate the release of greenhouse
gases, including the main culprit
carbon dioxide, through a
plethora of initiatives such as
focusing on renewable energy,
creating a circular economy, and
even re-inventing what would
drive future growth, with ‘green’
deals being considered by vari-
ous influential governments
worldwide.

However, recent research
suggests that no matter how
ambitious our efforts are, current
emission trends indicate that it is
unlikely we will be able to limit
the temperature rise to 1.5°C
above pre-industrial levels. This
is the warming limit that is sup-
ported by the world’s most cli-
mate-vulnerable countries, with
warming above this point leaving
us open to more extreme weath-
er events, biodiversity loss on a
scale previously unimaginable,
agricultural depletion and
unprecedented forced migration.
The Global South, including the
Indian subcontinent, will be par-
ticularly hard hit. Climate geo-
engineering is increasingly tout-
ed as a promising solution for
this, a blanket term that contains
quite a few radical, often contro-
versial and potentially challeng-
ing to implement proposals.

Before we continue, we would
like to point out that we are nei-
ther advocates nor opponents of
geoengineering. We believe it is
important to have a broader pub-
lic discussion on a wider spec-
trum of possible climate options,
and our goal in this article is to
shed some light on one oft-
neglected outside scientific circles,
and lay out the unknowns, oppor-
tunities and obstacles involved,
especially from a South Asian
perspective. That being said, let’s
start with a few definitions.

Under climate geoengineering,
there are two major groups of pro-
posed approaches; Solar Radiation
Management (SRM) and Carbon
Dioxide Removal (CDR). SRM
proposals aim to limit or reverse
the temperature rise produced by
higher greenhouse gas concentra-
tions, by reflecting inbound sun-
light back into space. The
approach that has received most
research attention would involve
spraying tiny reflective particles
into the upper atmosphere to
reflect away some sunlight. The
effects of SRM would be experi-
enced rapidly, in the order of
months after implementation, and
this is why it is being researched -
it’s the only known way to quickly
stop or reverse the rise in global
temperatures.

However, it is important to
note that these effects would last
only as long as the programme is
maintained. SRM does not
reduce the concentrations of
greenhouse gases in the atmos-
phere and there is the potential
for disastrously abrupt warming
of the global climate with sud-
den and permanent cessation of
a high level of SRM cooling. As
it is largely based on computer
simulations, there is also signifi-

cant uncertainty on what the

actual impacts may be, including
predicting the change in rainfall
patterns and growth of plant life.

CDR on the other hand,
involves removing carbon diox-
ide and other greenhouse gases
from the atmosphere by various
means, ranging from reforesta-
tion/afforestation, restoration of
wetlands, burning biomass to
capture carbon and permanently
storing it, fertilizing oceans to
absorb more CO2 or even direct
capture of CO2 from ambient
air. Generally, CDR techniques
are comparatively slow-acting
and expensive to implement, but
are less contentious and have
been included in many models
for achieving effective climate
change mitigation.

What we find worrying is
that climate geoengineering
research as a whole has predomi-
nantly been conducted by
Western academia, and in reality,
countries in the Global South are
often poorly represented in
debates about these approaches,
even though in many of the
cases, those are the same coun-
tries that would be the most
impacted.

This question of moral hazard
surrounding geoengineering has
been intensely argued, though
again mostly in developed
economies. A range of people,
from policy makers to activists,
have expressed concerns that
CDR and SRM might be seen as
“get out of jail” free cards that
reduce the incentives for coun-
tries to move towards a net-zero
carbon pathway. This becomes all
the more serious when coupled
with what is essentially limited
research about the benefits and
drawbacks of these methods.

Encouraging SRM or CDR may
significantly reduce allocation of
resources to inclusive and reliable

climate change mitigation and

adaptation strategies, or even lead
to total near-term disregard for
them, leaving developing coun-
tries to suffer the consequences.
For example, Global South coun-
tries have expressed their concern
regarding the uncertainty of Bio-

Energy and Carbon Capture and
Storage (BECCS) methods, which
is a CDR technique. These pro-
jects may require large land areas,
thereby competing with agricul-
tural lands. Additionally, as previ-
ously stated, research has shown
that SRM would involve tinkering
with a complex system and it
might have nasty side effects, with
countries like India bearing the

brunt if it goes wrong. It may in
fact not be in the best interests of
northern, developed countries
like Norway or Canada too, who
may prefer increased tempera-
tures for agricultural productivity
and other land uses.

Another cause for apprehen-
sion is the lack of an internation-
al agreement overseeing climate
geoengineering. Currently these

is transnational in nature, with
defining principles for gover-
nance, research, development
and possible implementation of
these novel technologies. We
urge India and other developing
nations to take the lead to ensure
justice, and ascertain that any
and all measures need to consid-
er the wishes of all stakeholders
within these vulnerable regions.
As it stands, climate geoengi-
neering could prove to be a com-
plement to other climate solu-
tions and not a silver bullet. If it
works well, it might be able to
protect climate-vulnerable
regions by keeping temperatures
below 1.5°C while the world is
decarbonising. But the uncer-
tainty and unpredictability
around these techniques may
have counterproductive implica-
tions worldwide, especially in
the Global South. The global
nature of these methods man-
date a strong need for trans-
parency within all the dimen-
sions of these techniques, safe-
guarding equity as the central
theme. However, it is absolutely
clear that climate geoengineering
is not a substitute for reducing
carbon emissions and our focus
must continue to be on weaning
our economies off carbon, advo-
cating sustainable behavioural
practices and building strong
resilience to climate change. By
prioritising these pathways, we
will hopefully never be pressed
to use climate geoengineering to
protect our planet.
Vinayak Nambiar is Anant
Fellow for Climate Action; Sijo
Abraham is Anant Fellow for
Climate Action; and Mohammed
Mofizur Rahman is Instructor,
Anant Fellowship for Climate
Action
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Rohingyas’ repatriation amid hope & despair

oday the Rohingya

Muslims are nowhere.
More than one million of them
left their homeland of Rakhine
Province, Myanmar, in 2017
after their ethnic cleansing at
the hands of Myanmar Army.

Most of them descended in
the neighbouring Bangladesh
and stayed in makeshift camps
in the Cox Bazar, a coastal town
located near the Bangladesh-
Myanmar border area of the
country all these years.

Many of them have crossed
the turbulent sea to get into
other South East Asian nations
such as Indonesia, Malaysia
and Thailand.

Their future hangs on
international intervention from
nations concerned and human
rights agencies. Despite an
urgent urge from the UN and
the case being heard in the
International Court of Justice
(ICJ) at The Hague
(Netherlands), they continue to
languish in the ill-managed
refugee camps in Bangladesh.
But recently Dhaka took a
decision to shift a large num-
ber of the Rohingya refugees to
an island named Bhasan Char,
in a phased manner. However,
the spread of the news in the
beginning of this month
among the distraught
Rohingyas evoked mixed feel-
ings — many of them are quite
excited to go to their new
abode, thinking this could be
a better place, while others are
worried about their permanent
dislocation from the current
camps.

To unearth the root cause
of the Rohingya exodus in
2017 from Rakhine to
Bangladesh, we need to focus
on the recent political hap-
penings in Myanmar. The UN
says the Myanmar Army
demonstrated “genocidal
intent” while conducting oper-
ations against the Arakan
Rohingya Salvation Army
(ARSA) in 2017.

According to the authori-
ties, this operation targeted to
flush out the Islamists and to
bring back law and order in the
Rakhine Province. But the cen-
tral issue is that Myanmar does
not want to recognise the
Rohingyas as citizens and it
sees them as illegal migrants
from Bangladesh. That is why
the Burmans, the major ethnic
group of the country, consist-
ing of the Army, the rest of
administrative ranks and the
leadership, simply do not want
the Rohingyas to stay in the
country.

Much before 2017, the

PERSPECTIVE

g*._ =

Rohingya Muslims, who fled Myanmar into Bangladesh, wait in queues to receive aid at Kutupalong refugee camp in Ukhiya, Bangladesh on November 15, 2017

AP

clashes used to break out
between the majority Burmans
and the local Rohingyas. But in
that year, the ARSA Kkilled
nearly 20 police officers and
security forces of the Myanmar
Army. And on August 25, the
ARSA, previously known as the
Harakah al-Yakin, immediate-
ly provoked a counter-insur-
gency operation from the fed-
eral Army of Myanmar in
Rakhine Province. The
Government says the ARSA is
a terrorist organisation. Its
leader Ata Ullah was born in
Pakistan and raised mostly in
Saudi Arabia. The group also
released a report in 2016
according to which it is led by
Rohingyas living in Saudi
Arabia.

However, the concern is
that striking at the ARSA is not
going to solve the core issue i.e.
denying citizenship to the
Rohingyas. For decades, the
Rohingyas have been residing

in Arakan known as the
Rakhine Province.
Interestingly, earlier, they were
given the right to vote. But with
the coming of the Tatmadaw to
power, gradually the basic
political rights and freedoms of
the Rohingyas were curtailed.
Thus, the Rohingya anger has
grown against the Myanmarese
State fully controlled by the
majority Burmans.

Many security experts
opine that the ARSA may have
received backing from jihadists
who have fought in battle-
grounds of Afghanistan, Syria,
Iraq, etc. The main purpose of
the ARSA is to defend, salvage
and protect the Rohingyas
from the State repression in the
line with the principle of self-
defence. But the official view
from Naypyidaw is that the
Army operation in the province
was against the terrorists, and
to restore law and order in that
area. Even the locals and vari-

ous newspapers in the regions
emphasise more on the terror
attacks and the plight of the
others who had to flee the area
because of the clash between
the Army and the Rohingyas.

It is very clear that the
majority Burmans have a long-
held prejudice against the
Rohingya Muslims, who are
not regarded as the citizens of
the country. These Rohingyas
are called as “Bengalis” And
most of the nationalist groups
view them as a threat to their
country. This is the back-
ground of the harrowing con-
ditions of the Rohingyas that
has sparked a bitter debate
between Bangladesh and
Myanmar, but without any
credible outcome.

And anytime in future, the
global jehadi groups such as the
Islamic State and al-Qaeda
might plant their agents to
sponsor full-time Islamic terror
movements in Myanmar. The

Tatmadaw must be ready to
face such an onslaught from
these global monsters and
accordingly should keep a close
watch on the activities of the
ARSA in the region.

The root of the plight
behind the current Rohingya
crisis lies in Myanmar itself. It
can well be regarded as a sys-
tematic and forced migration of
these people from their home
province. And it is the
Tatmadaw i.e. the Myanmar
Army that has led a vicious and
brutal campaign against the
hapless Rohingyas over the
years. It all started in 1978
when then Burmese Army car-
ried out an operation called
“Operation Ngamin” to drive
out the Rohingyas from
Rakhine.

Again, in 1982, a new law
was passed by Myanmar to
deny citizenship right to the
Rohingya Muslims. And final-
ly, they were excluded from the

list of the country’s 135 ethnic
groups. For years, Myanmar
has pursued institutionalised
discrimination policies like
these and cornered the poor
and minority Muslim
Rohingyas to a point of no
return to the mainstream of

country.
The role of Nobel laureate
and the present State

Counsellor of Myanmar is
highly questionable on the
question of the repatriation of
the Rohingyas. The suffering of
the Rohingya itself is a tragedy.
But the way it was carried out
by the Tatmadaw had crossed
all civilisational limits. Suu Kyi
does not control the military
and even if she wants she can’t
do so. Also the military does
not trust her at all.

It’s very simple because all
her life she has fought against
the repressive military and
demanded to restore basic free-
doms in the country. But today

she has almost forgotten the
very core of the basic freedoms
for which she once bravely
fought. Its painful and sad. This
time her party National League
for Democracy won more seats
than what they had won in the
elections of 2015. But even if
she could have condemned
the actions of the Tatmadaw, it
would not have gone to this
extent.

The world knows very well
what Suu Kyi said in the
International Court of Justice
at the Hague in December
2019. She bravely defended
her country’s military against
the allegations of genocide.
These all have rightly signalled
that she is a true politician and
no more a votary of democra-
tic rights.

The recently concluded
parliamentary election has
once again excluded the
Rohingyas from the much
awaited political process in the
country. Further, because of the
fighting between the Tatmadaw
and the Arakan Army, the
November Parliamentary
Election had to be cancelled in
the Rakhine Province.

The saddest part of the
Rohingya crisis is that no one
is focusing on the repatriation
of the Rohingyas to Myanmar.
Why the whole world is mum
over this matter? Why are we
all putting pressure on
Bangladesh to resettle these
refugees in an unsafe and vul-
nerable island? It seems
Bangladesh has accepted the
responsibility of relocating the
Rohingyas and looking for
their future settlement.
Precisely, they all must be sent
back to Myanmar i.e. Rakhine
Province, as early as possible.

The UN, the UNHRC and
various other global humani-
tarian agencies must build up
enough pressure on Naypyidaw
to take back all the Rohingyas.
Now a new Joe Biden admin-
istration must devise a strate-
gy to convince the Tatmadaw
for the same. Else, the Generals
back home in Myanmar will
take it for granted that such
heinous crimes could
easily avoid international
attention. Though
Bangladesh is assuring the
repatriation of the Rohingyas
in the Bhasan Char, the inter-
national community must be
aware that it is a very vulnera-
ble area to shift millions of
these refugees in the days to
come.

(The writer is an expert on
international affairs)

The saddest part of the
Rohingya crisis is that
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the repatriation of the
Rohingyas to
Myanmar. Why the
whole world is mum
over this matter? Why
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pressure on
Bangladesh to resettle
these refugees in an
unsafe and vulnerable
island? It seems
Bangladesh has
accepted the
responsibility of
relocating the
Rohingyas and looking
for their future
settlement. Precisely,
they all must be sent
back to Myanmar as
early as possible
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New challenges to education during pandemic

|

Besides debate on
whether online
teaching can make up
for the loss of
classroom teaching,
the major challenge
is how to develop
mechanism to
overcome the
rigmarole of
regulations to take
effective decisions

SUDHIR HINDWAN

Amid the Covid-19 pan-
demic the education sys-
tem in India has been witness-
ing challenges with significant
impact on higher education.

To deal with the situation,
experts have talked about what
should be the course of direc-
tion with regard to the pattern
of completion of course work,
methodology of teaching and
examination.

The Higher Education
Information System’s recent
attempt to ensure high level of
partnership among institutions
through equity and access to all
shows the level of insight in
empowering and motivating
students and faculty members.

Besides, the pursuit of the
National Education Policy
(NEP) to cover school, adult,
higher education and efforts
towards promotion of Indian
languages and online education
exhibit tremendous effort
towards enhancement of over-
all educational scenario.

Indian universities are
being encouraged to improve
their performances by making
a push towards a more merit
based peer reviewed research
and the chimera of fulfilling the
aim of 6 per cent of GDP
expenditure on education.

A few experts are of the
views that we have at least got
an opportunity to analyse and
address the multidimensional
issues in the education sector.

Whereas for some it is a
welcome sign that we would
draw a framework for key
demands of the higher educa-
tion while maintaining a syn-
ergy between various actors
and stakeholders, there has
been a section which strongly
feels that the idea of online
teaching can never replace the
existing system of classrooms
teaching. For many others, it is
not clear that segregation of the
practical and theory papers,
particularly for MBA courses,
can be a feasible option if the
future trends compel us to fol-
low the undesirable.

Ensuring proper monitor-
ing of education sector on day
to day basis as done by the
authorities can ensure growth
in changing circumstances.

In the midst of argumen-
tation and generation of dis-
course it is imperative to look
at the process from neutral
stand. But at times different
point of views creates insights
about the way in which the
ideas and emotions get trans-
lated into effective decision-
making process.

The Union Ministry of
Education has opened up con-
ceptual and scholastic discus-
sions which may result in the
creation of exquisite thoughts
and a new vision for the growth
of a stupendous education sys-
tem even during the crisis of
unprecedented magnitude. It is

high time we realised the grav-
ity of challenges encountered
by the higher education.

The importance of educa-
tion for the physical, intellectu-
al and moral will always be on
high pedestal because education
frees a person from the clutch-
es of darkness and bigotry.

But many a times the ques-
tions and desires of competi-
tion, comparison and person-

al greed leads to the problem of
manipulation and taking
recourse in shortcuts. The
Right to Freedom of Expression
in democratic societies has
been debated many times.
Recent developments in acad-
emic world have posed new
challenges about the changing
nature of problem and the
huge competition quagmire
that still lurks.

The University Grants
Commission (UGC) has shown
serious concern over the
increasing number of predato-
ry, cloned and substandard
publications and emergence of
a number of web opinion sites
coupled with arrangement of
predatory conferences. In a
highly proactive step, the UGC
has issued strict directions and
created high quality list of jour-

nals to be considered the only
valid publication category.

As aresult of the long quest
for excellence the UGC estab-
lished Consortium for
Academic Research and Ethics
(CARE) to ensure and promote
pious academic integrity and
quality research and teaching.

This would help in broad-
ening the ethical horizon and
enhancing the decision making

capabilities but also letting
new generation know what is
ethically and morally correct.

When it comes to ethics it
means going beyond the set
clichés and moving from par-
adigm to paradigm shift. We
ought to try our level best to
kindle the flame by ensuring
the sensitisation of students and
faculty members in this direc-
tion. It is difficult to change the
direction of the wind, but we
can do our bit in adjusting eth-
ical sail towards the path of
development of ethos.

The major challenge will
be its dealing with profession-
al institutes. How to
develop mechanism to sensitise
the stakeholders of these insti-
tutes to overcome the
rigmarole of regulations, and
take decision.

It is daunting task to deal
with the emerging challenges
due to mushrooming of a num-
ber of private educational insti-
tutes. There is a strong need to
identify new ways to judge the
qualitative competence of can-
didates by laying a lot of impor-
tance on improving analytical
and observatory qualities of the
candidates through cognitive
discourse and seeking multiple
options and viewpoints in order
to help in forming an integrat-
ed texts and questionnaire.

(The author is a professor
and expert on strategic affairs)
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FAITH IS THE BIRD THAT
FEELS THE LIGHT WHEN THE
DAWN IS STILL DARK
— RABINDRANATH TAGORE

farot
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MADHU KOTIYA

ARIES Mmarch 21-April 19

This week good news is in store for you. For those
facing health challenges, a positive attitude would work
wonders. If you suspect something is wrong with your
physical being, make sure to get medical support. It
would help you. Trust your instincts. On the work front,
there are happiness and celebration. You are about to
see some results for your hard work and efforts. Those
looking for a position, will find something that is better
than they hoped for. Your efforts are valued and
appreciated at work. On the relationship front, your
spouse’s attitude may be irritating, and you feel
depressed and lonely. A feeling of being left out may
take over you. Broaden your horizons and try hard to
think positively.

Lucky number 12
Lucky colour Yellow
Lucky day Wednesday

SAGITTARIUS Nov 22-Dec 21

This week health needs attention and follow up exercises
for those who have serious ailments. You may finally find
it within yourself to stop certain bad habits that you may
be cultivating. Take good care of yourself, only then
would you truly be able to care of the others. On the
work front, a good news would bring happiness to you
this week. You may get a call letter for job with better
perspective, perks and facilities. Those awaiting posting
may get the desired destination. For those in business,
financial gains are indicated. On the relationship front,
things are not as good as you think them to be. You have
to make an effort. Put your ideas and views across to
your near and dear ones in such a way that those could
easily be accepted. Else, you may face rejection.

Your health and vitality is strong and robust this week.
This is a great time to correct all bad habits, in order to
stay in good health. Start with small goals. A daily walk
could very well lead you to a healthier and stronger self.
Spend time to bring balance in body, mind, and spirit. On
the work front, there may be financial loss in business or
situation of unemployment. Your fears, addictions, and
other harmful impulses may create a negative
environment around you. You feel despair and have a
pessimistic view of life. Be positive, this is the time to
learn from mistakes. On the personal front, your situation
is good, especially for an existing romance. Your
relationship will move into a lighter and more balanced
phase, with treating each other as equals.

Lucky number 17 Lucky number 10
Lucky colour Magenta Lucky colour Brown
Lucky day Friday Lucky day Tuesday

TAURUS April 20-May 20

This week you will feel light and happy on the health
front. You should be full of vitality, hopeful and optimistic
about the future. Pay attention to your line of thought.
Remember that your mindset affects your health.
Maintain a positive outlook. You are in a position now to
mentor others and share spiritual insights. On the career
front, you are nearing the point where work success and
recognition are well within your grasp. Do your best to
be organised and productive. This will pay you off. This
is not a time to gamble or take risks. On the personal
front, good luck will follow you in the matters of heart. If
you are already in a relationship, it may deepen and
become better and sweeter. You feel emotional
contentment.

CAPRICORN Dec 22-Jan 19

This week, you would find yourself restricted on a health
matter. Fear, anxiety and negative thoughts are not
allowing you to lead a normal life. You need to bring
about balance in body, mind and spirit. Health is affected
when thinking is negative or filled with anxiety. Meditate
and listen to your body. Half of the problems will get
solved by themselves. On the work front, there may be
an unexpected fall or injustice in your case. The position
which that you have been aspiring for may be given to
another candidate with equal calibre. Difficulty to choose
whether to remain in the existing one or join the new one
will prevail. On the relationship front, ensure that you
take out time and effort to stay connected with your
partner to keep the spark alive.

VIRGO Aug 23-Sep 22

This week, despite the workload and stress, you remain
cool and poised. You have abundance of energy and
stamina, that is your support system. You need to use
your energy in a creative direction. Health remains good
and you have control on your sensory delights too. On
the career front, your determination and will power would
help you achieve your targets, as there are many hurdles
and delays in your work. Your tough decisions will give
you the strength to move on and plan well in the
moments of crisis. Follow the advice of a senior who is
close to you and knows your limitations. On the personal
front, you may face opposition of your near and dear
ones. Rift and conflicts in the family are likely. Be a little
softer and compassionate.

This week challenges on health front will come to an
end. You will realise that health is very important and
needs care and attention. Prevention is better than cure.
You will attend classes and seminars on healing
therapies and apply them to your life. On the
professional front, you need to come out of self-made
restrictions, which are hampering your career growth.
In some matters, you are required to be fluent and
quick-witted, but your confusion and duality in mind
keeps interrupting you. Curb your expenditure. Keep
your eyes and ears open to be aware of the
opportunities coming your way. On the personal front,
promises are not made to be broken. If you are doing
50, you may have to pay in terms of relationships.

Lucky number 11 Lucky number 20 Lucky number 22
| Lucky colour Pastel Blue Lucky colour Mauve Lucky colour Grey
Lucky day Thursday Lucky day Monday Lucky day Friday
GEMINI may 21-June 20 LIBRA sep 23-Oct 22 AQUARIUS Jan 20-Feb 18

This week you may feel depressed and gloomy, as things
are not going your way. Some health issues may crop up
out of the blue. Do not worry; this is a temporary phase.
Your medical tests will come out fine. Stress is a bigger
ailment. The professional life would see a rise and so
would you. There will be money, prestige and honour in
what you are currently pursuing. Those in business could
gamn good money. Take time out for healing and go for
massage therapy. On the emotional front, this is fairly a
good week. A new love/romance is on the cards. Married
couples must have a concern and try to understand the
feelings of the other. Possibly there is a communication
gap that must be sorted out. This probably is the root
cause of distance and is what is making them isolated.

Your health situation looks good this week. You will be
filled with energy and enthusiasm. But be careful when
exercising, there can be minor sprain or injuries. It is
important to start a new health regime if you have been
laid back and casual in the recent past. On the work
front, you may encounter a person of influence and
leadership skills, who would like to mentor you. You
need his presence to guide you in the right direction. If
you have heen facing some challenges at work or in
business, then this is the time for you to get
' hold/control of the situation. You will be goal-oriented
and very visionary. On the relationship front, this week
will be a magical one. This is a time to trust your
instincts.

Lucky number 10 Lucky number 31 Lucky number 1

Lucky colour Off-white Lucky colour Red Lucky colour Indigo

Lucky day Monday Lucky day Wednesday Lucky day Friday

CANCER June 21-July 22 SCORPIO Oct 23-Nov 21 PISCES Feb 19-March 20

Your tension will reflect in your work. Follow your
intuition, when it comes to your health. If a diagnosis
doesn't feel right, do not hesitate to get a second
opinion. For those who consume alcohol or drugs, this
is the time to avoid and take a break from any kind of
intoxication. On the work front, you need to be a more
giving and generous. People will ook to you for help.
A friend or colleague may ask for financial help. This
is the time to invest in long term projects. Your
generosity and kindness will earn you a good name.
On the relationship front, there is agony and pain. For
a relationship to survive, both parties must be willing
to work on it and talk about it. Keep your
communication channels open. This is the time to
meditate and introspect.

Lucky number 9
Lucky colour Orange
Lucky day Saturday

On the health front, this week may be tough on you.
Panicking at this point in time will only make things
worse. After every crisis, there is a promise of a good
time. However, it depends on what you do about it. Be
positive about your situation and reach out to the others
for help. Practising meditation will be a great booster. On
the career front, things may not be that great. It may be
that you are close to completing a project or task, but are
faced with yet another challenge or task at your
workplace. You need to be resilient and not be intimidated
by others pulling you down. On the personal front, you
will find yourself in conflict with others. You need to
understand that open communication with your partner
can help resolve all the differences.

This week your health will be good if you pay attention.
The week starts with the creative energy and you will feel
active, agile, and enthusiastic. But as the week
progresses, some health issues may crop up. There is a
cure for everything. Be positive, everything will go well.
On the professional front, if you are not dedicated to your
work, you might have to pay for it. People are watching
you and giving minute to minute details to the higher
authorities. You might be questioned for your
irregularities in duties and finances. On the relationship
front, this is a highly emotional time. Things can quickly
become heated and uncomfortable. Take a break if you
need to. Pick your battles and be sure to treat your lover
like a friend.

Lucky number 3 Lucky number 14
Lucky colour Peach Lucky colour Green
Lucky day Saturday Lucky day Thursday
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abits die hard. You may strive to
ngt over them, but you won't be

able to hold it for long unless you
make corrections at the base level.
Remember, the root of inherent habit
tendencies lie in the thought seeds that
are firmly embedded in the inner realms
of the mind. As and when they get a con-
genial ground, they spring into action.
Something like a wheat seed, which if
kept on a table, remains inert. If it some-
how reaches the earth mass, it will sprout
into a plant when it has access to water.

Someone holding a coveted position
in an international organisation fearing
loss of job came asking three years back:
“My performance at works is commend-
able, and is duly acknowledged by my
superiors. Yet, why do I come under such
threat?

“Will T be able to retain my posi-
tion?” Well, the reason lies in your self-
undoing acts. You are primarily an
escapist. Whenever you come under neg-
ative bind for whatever reasons, your
inherent sense of fear and insecurity
overtakes your thought plane. To forget
that, your get into self-indulgences,
which you take to extremes. You, thus,
invite your own problem. But given pre-
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sent astrological directions, as of now
your job is secure” I observed. “Agreed
sir. But how could you pinpoint my
problem with such clarity?” He asked.

“A horoscope speaks of the basic fab-
ric of one’s making that throws light on
your virtues and attributes; as well as
habits and attitudes. Coming as they may
as Karmic carryover from the past, they
are imprinted in the inner realms of your
mind as thought-seeds. Given a conge-
nial trigger, they come into play.” I
replied. Assured of his job security, he
asked: “Suggest me some remedial mea-
sures — stone or a puja — that may help
me avoid such situations in future”

He was given a process, which
involved self-reflecting on his thought
patterns so as to resolve them through
relevant educative inputs that may help
get over the past hangups. Also, to train
the mind living mindfully in the present.
“Why put me under such process? I
promise you to overcome my self-indul-
gences. I am strong enough to hold on to
my promise;” he then said. “Well, that
will not suffice. You need to resolve them
from the root level, otherwise, it will
erupt in future also” I observed. He did
not pay attention to my counsel. No

I'1x your habits early 1n life

wonder, he came under similar spell
twice in between.

Intelligence signifying Mercury is ill-
disposed of to Mars, which makes him

Let us now look at his astrological
pointers. He is born in Aquarius lagna, a
fixed sign, which makes him a stubborn
character. The lagna lord Saturn con-
junct the Sun brings in a sense of fear
and insecurity having a hardened atti-
tude. Moon placed adverse to Saturn
brings in a negative mind-set. Given an
adverse situation, he may become self-
pitying. The Sun placed adverse to mis-
chievous Neptune makes him habitually
an escapist, who remains stuck to his
self-delusionary perceptions. He may
not acknowledge truth on its first
appearance and will rather prefer pursu-
ing his own self-beliefs till pushed to the
wall.

Moon is ill-disposed off to Venus
identified with sensuous pleasure, which
is conjunct Rahu. Venus is also involved
in exchange with Mars, a planet identi-
fied with animalistic instincts. This com-
bination, in the first place, brings in self-
indulgent tendencies. Second, he remains
vulnerable to unpredictable mood
swings. Third, he is too much touchy and
sensitive, whereby he gets over-exercised
even on trivial issues, over which he
keeps mulling for long.

restless, irritable and bad tempered. He,
thus, given an adverse situation, loses his
sense of alert, vital to mindful living.
Mercury placed adverse to Jupiter
accounts for his insensible reasoning and
judgment. What further compounds his
problem is his inflated ego, coming as it
may with Mars placed adverse to Jupiter.
That binds him to his self-defined beliefs
and perceptions, not open to look
beyond for a reality check. He is averse to
listening or counsel. He can’t digest any-
thing that is not in line with his percep-
tion. If all that would not be enough
Moon posited in Sagittarius sign and also
averse to Saturn implies that he will not
be able to keep up the promises he
makes.

With exalted Jupiter and Moon over
the head, the positives in him are strong
enough to make him a good professional.
But his overpowering negatives would
not allow him a free run, unless he
resolves them from the root level. The
result is there to see.

The writer is an astrologer, vastu consultant
and spiritual counsellor. Gonnect with him at
Tel: 91-11-9818037273/9871037272

Email: bharatbhushanpadmadeo@gmail.com
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