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Amid the continuing stand-
off between his

Government and the protesting
farmers, demanding rollback of
new farm laws, Prime  Minister
Narendra Modi on Tuesday
assured farmers that their land
is “protected” and expressed
confidence that “farmers across
the country” would “teach a
lesson” to the Opposition par-
ties “misleading” them on the
agriculture reforms initiated by
the Centre.

“I am confident that when
the honest intentions and
efforts of Government are
blessed by all farmers across the
country… (then) the strength
of it will defeat those mislead-
ing and making use of farmers
for their own ends,” said the
Prime Minister while inaugu-
rating a project in Kutch,
Gujarat.

Citing example of highly
profitable dairy business in
the Kutch region which he
said is free from any
Government control, the Prime
Minister said Government
likewise “does not intend to
interfere in the agriculture
related business.”

Modi, thereafter, went on
to attack the Opposition which
he said is “misleading farmers
around Delhi that their land
will be taken away by the

traders”.
“Does any one take away

the buffalo of dairy seller or the
land of a fruit seller if you strike
a contract (business)?” he asked
seeking to dispel “doubts” of the
agitating farmers that the
traders will seize their lands in
new contract system. The
Prime Minister assured farm-
ers that their land will remain
“protected” and asked why
foodgrain producers should
not have a freedom that is avail-
able to those engaged in animal
husbandry?

Modi said in the past farm-
ers have been demanding that
foodgrain production should
be freed from Government
control and Opposition polit-
ical parties too favoured farm
reforms whey they were in
power at the Centre, he said.

“Today same political par-
ties have come together to
mislead farmers...‘kisano ke
kandhon per bandook chalan
rare hain.’ I appeal to the farm-
ers that Government is ready to
remove all their doubts…”, said
the Prime Minister saying his
Government has been working
to increase farmers’ agriculture
produce and the income.

“Those spreading lies will
be defeated by farmers and
taught a lesson,” said Modi.

After the function, the
Prime Minister interacted with
a body of Sikh representatives

and some farmers in Kutch.
The Prime Minister’s

comments have made it clear
that his Government would not
scrap the new farm laws, which

is the principal demand of the
farmers, resulting in a deadlock
and escalation of protests on
the outskirts of the Delhi bor-
ders.
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The Centre on Tuesday said
the Winter Session of

Parliament will not be held this
year in view of the Covid-19
pandemic and that it will be
appropriate to convene the
Budget Session in January.

This has invited sharp reac-
tions from the main

Opposition party Congress.
The Opposition questioned
the motive behind not calling
the Session when elections and
huge public rallies were allowed
and even schools and colleges
have been permitted to be
opened.

In a letter to leader of
Congress in Lok Sabha Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Prahlad Joshi said, “Winter
months are very crucial for
managing the pandemic
because of recent spurt in cases
during this period, particular-
ly in Delhi. At present, we are
in the middle of December and
a Covid vaccine is expected

very soon.”
Slamming the Government

for its decision to not hold
Parliament’s Winter Session in
view of Covid-19, the Congress
said the “decimation of
Parliamentary democracy is

complete” and asked if election
campaigning can be done amid
the pandemic then why can’t
the session be held. Senior
Congress leader and party’s
chief whip in the Rajya Sabha
Jairam Ramesh said Leader of
the Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad was
not consulted on the matter.

Joshi in his communication
to Chowdhury said he had
informally contacted floor
leaders of various political par-
ties and “they have expressed
their concerns about the ongo-
ing pandemic and opined of
doing away with winter ses-
sion”. 

Continued on Page 11
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In an apparent rebuff, India
on Tuesday did not take

part in a high-level bilateral
dialogue at the diplomatic-
level with Canada claiming
that the date was inconve-
nient. This came days after
Prime Minister  Just in
Trudeau backed the protest-
ing farmers in India.

India had termed the
remarks by Trudeau as
“unwarranted” and conveyed
its displeasure while issuing
a demarche after summoning
Canadian High
Commissioner to New Delhi.
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar last week also
pulled out of a Canadian-led
initiative to fight coronavirus
pandemic.  Jaishankar did not
attend the December 7 meet-
ing organised by Canadian

Foreign Minister Francois-
Philippe Champagne to for-
mulate strategies to combat
the g lobal  pandemic.
“Scheduling issues” were
cited as  the reason for
Jaishankar for not taking part
in the meet. Incidentally, he
had attended the last meeting
in November. As regards the
latest development, the diplo-
matic-evel talks were to be
held between Riva Ganguly
Das, Secretary (East) and
Canadian counterpart.  

Foreign Minister  S
Jaishankar had last week
skipped the Minister ia l
Coordinat ion Group of
Covid-19 organised by
Canadian Foreign Minister
F r a n c o i s - P h i l i p p e
Champagne to formulate
strategies on the coronavirus
pandemic.

Continued on Page 11
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The Union Ministry of
Health on Tuesday did not

rule out possibility of an
adverse event following immu-
nisation whenever Covid-19
vaccination programme is
launched and has asked the
States and Union Territories to
strengthen the mechanism at
district level to deal with these.

“Adverse events following
immunisation (AEFI) is a crit-
ical aspect. Even during uni-
versal immunisation pro-
grammes, which have been
going on for decades, some
adverse effects are seen in chil-
dren and pregnant women
after vaccination.

“So, we can’t deny the pos-
sibility of an adverse event
when the Covid-19 vaccination
begins. The countries where
inoculation has already started,
especially in the UK, adverse
events took place on the very
first day. So, it is essential that
States and Union Territories
prepare for this too,” Union
Health Secretary Rajesh
Bhushan said at a presser here.

The apprehension of AEFI
is realistic given that this is an
adult vaccine. “Our AEFI sys-
tem was targeted to children
and women and those vacci-

nations take place in a certain
way, starting with hospitals
and then into the communities.

“But when we deal with
adults, certain practical aspects
have to be tackled. Secondly,
these vaccinations are in mul-
tiple new platforms that bring
in complexity. If a EUA (emer-
gency use authorisation) is
given, it calls for more respon-
sibility,” added Dr VK Paul, Niti
Aayog member (Health).

Detailed instructions on
infection prevention and con-
trol practices during vaccina-
tion and management of
minor, severe, serious (AEFI)
have been issued, he said.

Around 29,000 cold chain
points, 240 walk-in coolers, 70

walk-in freezers, 45,000 ice-
lined refrigerators, 41,000 deep
freezers and 300 solar refrig-
erators will be used to store
Covid-19 vaccines .

Continued on Page 11
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Four Punjab farmers return-
ing from protest sites near

Delhi borders were killed in
two separate road accidents on
Tuesday while one died of
heart attack. According to
Sanyukt Kisan Morcha, at least
22 farmers have died in the last
20 days. Eight of these farmers
have died in road accidents
while returning to their home
while 12 died of heart attack
and two succumbed to cold.

In the first incident, two
farmers were killed and four
others were injured after a
truck hit their tractor-trolley
near Taraori flyover in Karnal
in the wee hours of Tuesday.
The farmers were returning to
Patiala after participating in the
protest against the farm laws. 

Continued on Page 11

����	� ���������	���������	��
������������	���	�	�

���������� ��������� ��������������������������
�������� ���������������������������������������������
������ ��!�� �������� ��������������������������
"�#$%����& ������������ �������������������������
�!�%� �������� ����� ��������
�!%�$� �������� �������������������������
'���� ��!�� �������� ��������������������������
�!���(!�)�% �������� ��������������������������
*�$��� �������� ����� ��������
+�,������ �������� ��������������������������
"!%��)��� �������� ��������������������������
-�����$�)�� �������� ��������������������������
��.��� �������� ��������������������������
($���� �������� ����� ��������
/&,��� �������� ��������������������������

���.�� ��!���������� �������� ���������������������������

���	�� ���������
�	��
�����������
�	���	�	��
�������������
�����	�����������

�������	

��
�
�
�����

����� ��������	

The late Pranab Mukherjee’s
son and daughter are at log-

gerheads with each other over
his memoir “The Presidential
Years”, one saying it should not
be published without his con-
sent and the other “requesting”
her brother to not create
“unnecessary hurdles” in the
publication of his last book.

The book, which was in the
news recently for Pranab
Mukherjee’s critical comments
on the Congress, including his
observation that the party lost
political focus after his eleva-
tion as president, is set to be
launched next month by Rupa,
which published the two earli-
er volumes of his memoirs. 

The late president’s son
Abhijit Mukherjee, a former
Congress MP, said on Twitter
he has written to the publish-
ers to not publish the book till
his nod. His sister Sharmistha
Mukherjee, national spokesper-
son of the party, shot back say-
ing no one should try and stop

it for “cheap publicity” and
doing so would be great dis-
service to the late leader.

“I, the Son of the author of
the Memoir ‘The Presidential
Memoirs’ request you to kind-
ly stop the publication of the
memoir as well as motivated
excerpts which is already float-
ing in certain media platforms
without my written consent,”
Abhijit said on Twitter. 

“Since my father is no
more, I being his son want to
go through the contents of the
final copy of the book before it’s
publication as I believe, had my
father been alive today, he too
would have done the same.”

Being the son, he said he
requested the publishers to
immediately stop the publica-
tion.  “…I have already sent you
a detailed letter in this regard
which will reach You soon.
Regards - Abhijit Mukherjee,”
the tweet read. 

His sister responded, also
on Twitter. “I, daughter of the
author of the memoir ‘The 

Continued on Page 11
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With talks between farm-
ers  and the Union

Government failing to resolve
the crisis, the protest against
the Centre’s new farm laws
looks set to intensify as farm-
ers hardened stance and said
they are determined to win
this fight no matter what. 

Addressing a Press con-
ference at Singhu border,
farmers’ leaders said the fight
has reached a stage where we
are determined to win no
matter what. “We are sure
that  we wi l l  make the
Government repeal these
laws. We are not running
away from negotiation, but
the Government has to pay
heed to our demands and
come forward with concrete
proposals ,”  said Jagjeet
Dallewal, a farmer leader.

Several other farmer lead-
ers also addressed the Press
conference and said they will
completely block the Chilla
Border between Delhi and
Noida on Wednesday to press
for their demands.

The farmers’ leaders also
called upon people to pay
tributes on December 20 to
those farmers who have lost

their lives during the ongoing
protests.

Farmer leader Rishipal
said one farmer has died
every day on an average since
the protest started in the last
week of November.

“A Homage Day
(Shraddhanjali Diwas) for all
the farmers who lost their
lives and became martyrs 
in the ongoing protest  
will be organised across the
countr y in vi l lages  and 
tehsi l  headquarters  on
December 20 from 11 am to
1pm,” said another farmer
leader.

Meanwhile, following the
protest, the Delhi Traffic
Police took it on to Twitter
and informed commuters
regarding the traffic closed.

Pol ice  said Singhu,
Auchandi, Piau Maniyari,
Sabholi and Manges borders
were closed, and commuters
have been advised to take
alternative routes via Lampur,
Safiabad and Singhu school
toll tax borders while traffic
has been diverted from
Mukarba and GTK road.

Outer Ring Road, GTK
road and NH-44 can be
avoided, they said. 

Continued on Page 11

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday expressed
shock after learning the
Gujarat Government collect-
ed around �90 crore in fines
for not wearing face masks,
yet it was not able to enforce
the guidelines on Covid-19-
appropriate behaviour.
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British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson will be the chief guest

at the Republic Day next year.
Making this announcement here
on Tuesday, visiting British
Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab
said Johnson has accepted India’s
very “generous” invitation to hon-
our the occasion.

Raab held extensive talks with
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar on various bilateral and
international issues besides firm-
ing up Johnson’s upcoming visit.
Media including The Pioneer had
reported about his likely visit in
January next year on December
two.

This will be Johnson’s “first
major bilateral visit” since he
took charge last year, his office
highlighted.

“I am absolutely delighted to
be visiting India next year at the
start of an exciting year for Global
Britain, and look forward to deliv-
ering the quantum leap in our 

Continued on Page 11
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NOTICE

It is being inform to general
public and authorities that from
today onwards Dr. Ajay kumar
s/O Baijnath resident of 538
ka/169 welcome house sitapur
road near daliganj crossing
mausam bagh triveni nagar
nirala nagar lko 226020 shall
be called as Dr. Ajay Kumar
Patwa instead of Dr. Ajay
Kumar....

�����

���	�	
�� ��� 	�� ���� ���� ������ ��
�� ����
��	��� (ARMY No.4190383K, RANK-
L/NK) �������
���	����������������������� 
����� �!��� "����� ����� ���#� �� 	$#�
#���%����&�'�����%(� ��$���� ���� ����
	������)�	*�����������	��������������
��
��
����$��	�	"��+,-+.-,/01��"�������
�������	�����$��	�	"��+,2+.2,/3,���	 ���
!#��
$���'�$4	��)�5�����������)��

�����$��������	��������������66���
����"��
���$��	�	"��7+2+72,/0.�8������������	�
������$��	�	"��,,2+32,/0/�
$���'�)�9
���������������$��	�	"�� 	���������
)�	���
$��	����$���'�

)�������

)�������

NOTICE

The general public is informed
that in my army record number
6940377N, my wife's name is
named Arnapurna Pathak,
which is incorrect. While the
correct name is Annapurana
Pathak. So both these names
are of the same person.
Name.  Santosh Kumar Pathak
Son of- Mr. Lallan Pathak
Resident-  Village and Post
Nagwan, Parganas and Tehsils
and District Ballia.

NOTICE

No14937138y Rank sep
Ghanshyam Gupta S/o Babban
prsad Gupta serving in 22
Mech Inf  c/o 56 APO pin no
911722 and declared that in my
service documents my wife
Shashikala Gupta date of birth
is wrongly published 1 Augesth
1988 but correct date of birth
is 5/December/ 1987.
Permanent address village :
jantipah Post: sahodih teshial
: bansdih distk Ballia State: up
Pin 277210.

NOTICE

The general public is informed
that in my army record number
6940377N, my father's name
has been wrongly marked as
Lal Lal Pathak which is incor-
rect. While the correct name is
Lallan Pathak. So  both these
names are of the same person.
Name Santosh Kumar Pathak 
Son of Shri Lallan Pathak
Resident-  Gram and Post
Nagwan-Parganas and Tehsils
and District Ballia.
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With the objective of
reducing regulatory bur-

den on the investors and ensur-
ing continuous improvement
in ease of doing business, the
Uttar Pradesh government has
initiated a series of measures
on the basis of investor-feed-
back, including regular review
of feedback and simplifica-
tion of procedures in various
departments.

In this regard, UP Chief
Secretary RK Tiwari has issued
directions to additional chief
secretaries and principal
secretaries of all related depart-
ments to regularly monitor
and review the investors’ feed-
back on monthly basis for the
services available online on sin-
gle window portal Nivesh
Mitra and amend the proce-
dures, if required, to make
sure that time-bound action
is taken on the basis of feed-
back received on Nivesh
Mitra.

Referring to the annual
Ease of Doing Business rank-
ing of states by the Union gov-
ernment on the basis of eval-
uation of feedback users of
Nivesh Mitra portal, the chief
secretary directed officials that
accountability should be fixed

and necessary action should be
taken against the officials
concerned in case of laxity
leading to delay in providing
services or action taken in
violation of specified proce-
dures.

Additional Chief Secretary
(Infrastructure and Industrial
Development) Alok Kumar
said here on Tuesday that feed-
back of single window portal
users was reviewed monthly at
Invest UP also. 

He said that online feed-
back facility was started in
September, 2019 on Nivesh
Mitra portal and as per the lat-
est user feedback data, out of
1,16,032 users, over 74 per
cent, i.e., 88,089 users, were sat-

isfied, while 12 per cent
were moderately satisfied and
14 per cent were not satisfied
with the delivery of licensing
services.

He said, “With this initia-
tive, a department-level mech-
anism is being devised to reach
out to these ‘not satisfied’
entrepreneurs in order to
understand and redress their
grievances.”

“For this purpose Invest
UP is developing an enhanced
version of user feedback mod-
ule along with an upgraded
grievance redressal module,” he
added. The additional chief
secretary said that to further
reduce regulatory burden on
investors, the state govern-
ment had so far identified 80
such compliances across 15
departments, of which 52 had
already been simplified.

It may be noted that a
departmental investor-feed-
back dashboard has been
developed by Invest UP
(investment promotion and
facilitation agency) on Nivesh
Mitra portal for the services
available online and individual
case as well as category-wise
data is also available on the
response and reaction of users
regarding these services on
this dashboard. 

Lucknow (PNS): The Yogi
Adityanath government in
Uttar Pradesh has started devel-
opment in Bundelkhand as it
has allotted land in Chitrakoot
for setting up an industry of
British company AB Mauri.
With an investment of Rs 400
crore, the company is going to
set up the largest yeast produc-
tion centre in Bundelkhand.
The world’s largest yeast pro-
ducing company is likely to be
the biggest source of employ-
ment for the local youth. 

The company will provide
direct employment to more
than 5,000 youth, while more
than 25,000 people will get
indirect business and employ-
ment opportunities.   

Official sources here said

on Tuesday that the UP State
Industrial Development
Authority (UPSIDA) had allot-
ted 68 acre land to the British
company AB Mauri in Bargarh,
Chitrakoot as part of the
process of providing industri-
al investment and employment
in Bundelkhand. 

The company had applied
for land to UPSIDA in
November 2020 through Invest
Mitra, under the government’s
new industrial investment pol-
icy.

Taking this proposal of
investment in Bundelkhand
forward, the state government
accepted the application for
the mega unit and allotted land
through Nivesh Mitra in a
record time of 15 days.  
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Describing him as the
architect of united India

in the true sense, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on
Tuesday paid rich tributes to
the first home minister of the
country, Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel, on his 70th death
anniversary.

“It was Sardar Patel who
provided India an impreg-
nable shield of unity and
integrity. Sardar Patel played a
crucial role in keeping India
united,” the chief minister said
while speaking at the GPO
Park in the state capital where
he paid floral tributes at Patel’s
statue.

Yogi Adityanath said
Sardar Patel never wanted
division of the country and he
played a great to repulse all
attempts to divide the country

“We owe him a lot for giv-
ing us what we have today in
the form of a strong and unit-

ed India and for the feeling of
patriotism instilled in us to the
core,’’ the chief minister said.

ple at Ayodhya along with fam-
ily members. Akhilesh Yadav
made this observation while
stopping over at Ayodhya while
returning to Lucknow from his
Lok Sabha constituency
Azamgarh. SP chief reached
Azamgarh on Monday and made
a brief stop midway at Ayodhya.
Slamming the BJP government
over agri reforms, the SP chief
said, “If the Centre had been sin-
cere towards the farmers, the
NDA government would have
brought a law that would bene-
fit the farmers so that they could
get a fair price for their produce.
The BJP government enacted a
black law to benefit the corporate
houses and signed the death war-
rant of the farmers.”
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Lucknow (PNS): Samawjadi

Party president Akhilesh Yadav
said that Lord Ram belonged to SP
as much as to anyone else. He said
he would soon visit the Ram tem-
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The additional chief secre-

taries or principal secretaries of
the related departments are being
provided with user IDs along
with passwords to access the
dashboard.

The company will set up a large
Baker’s yeast production unit in
Bargarh, Chitrakoot. The company
will produce 330 million tonnes of
yeast under the zero liquid dis-
charge project by installing German
and Spanish machines. AB Mauri
is one of the world’s largest compa-
nies in the food yeast production
industry. It is a British Foods Group
company with a turnover of 1.2 bil-
lion US dollars. It owns 52 plants in
32 countries and holds 45 per cent
of the world’s yeast production
market.  The large investment of the

world class big company in
Bundelkhand is considered as a big
success of the Yogi government.
Sugarcane and wheat will be used
as the main crop by the yeast pro-
duction unit. This will directly
benefit the nearby farmers, includ-
ing Bundelkhand. The company
will buy sugarcane and wheat pro-
duce directly from farmers. Official
sources said the new image of
Bundelkhand would also emerge in
the world with the new recognition
of the local markets and mandi’s of
the region.
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The renovation work at the
District Immunisation

Centre in Aishbagh was com-
pleted on Tuesday and the train-
ing at block level  for Covid vac-
cination will begin from
December 17.

District immunisation offi-
cer MK Singh said they have
completed the work within the
deadline, which was December
15. “Training of the block-level
officers will begin on Thursday
and it will include the training
of observers, vaccinators and
those who will be  maintaining
the cold chain. Others will be
health education officers and
data entry operators for prepa-
rations of the vaccination to be
carried out,” Singh said.

Meanwhile, SGPGIMS
director Prof RK Dhiman said
on Tuesday that 2,300 Covid
patients have been treated  till
date at the Rajdhani Covid hos-
pitals 1 and 2. “Through ECHO
(Extension for Community
Healthcare Outcomes) platform,
our core intensive care and
emergency teams started inter-
active Covid teaching and train-
ing virtual sessions connecting
to 52 state medical colleges. Over
75 such sessions have been car-

ried out in which nearly 25,000
health workers of these col-
leges have been trained. Over
100 sessions have also been
conducted for improvising
patient care further under the e-
CCS framework of the UP gov-
ernment,” he said.

The SGPGIMS director said
the Covid patients have received
standard of care treatment at par
with some of the finest facilities
in the world with the support of
the state government. 

Head of the Endocrinology
department, SGPGIMS, Dr Eesh
Bhatia said that a research was
being carried out on Covid-19
patients also suffering from dia-
betes. “Among the diabetics
admitted in Covid hospitals, it
has been seen that more of them
have complications,  more of
them require to be in ICU and
more of them require ventilators.
The research is trying to focus
on why is it so and why the man-
ifestations of Covid-19 are more
severe in diabetics,” he said. He
added this research is funded by
a  multi- departmental grant.

“Whatever help is required
for management of the patients
with diabetes at the Covid hos-
pital is managed by the depart-
ment. We provide all the consul-
tation,” he added.
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Some miscreants opened
fired at a car, leaving a

youth injured in Bakshi-Ka-
Talab police station area on the
intervening night of Monday
and Tuesday. However, police
doubted the claims made by the
victim, who suffered shoulder
injuries, claiming there was
no eyewitness to the incident. 

The victim, identified as
Vishal of Sitapur, was coming
to Indiranagar locality to meet
his sister and her husband.
Around 1 am, when he reached
near dhaba on Lucknow-
Sitapur highway, the attackers
surrounded Vishal’s car and
opened fire. A bullet hit Vishal
and the attackers sped off the
scene. Vishal, in his statement
to police, identified one of the
attackers as Gattu aka Ujjawal
Singh of Shakti Nagar locality
in Indiranagar. He said he kept
driving the car despite bleeding
through the wounds and
reached Madiaon police station
to seek help. He said he was
later rushed to KGMU Trauma
Centre. The rural police had no
information about the inci-
dent until it went viral on
social media.

The media cell of SP
(Lucknow Rural) said a case
was registered against Gattu on
the complaint of victim’s father
Rajesh Singh. The police said
further probe was underway.
They said Vishal was attacked
over some personal enmity.

A 40-year-old woman

employee of a plywood facto-
ry was found dead at her rent-
ed room in Alambagh on
Tuesday. Police sent the body
for autopsy and an investiga-
tion was underway.

As per reports, the woman
identified as Preeti of Hardoi
was staying all alone at a house
owned by one Anis Ahmad in
Garhi Kanaura locality. The
inspector Alambagh said Preeti
had deserted her husband a
few years back and worked at
a factory manufacturing ply-
wood sheets. He said the house
owner called the police after
Preeti did not open the doors
of the room on Tuesday. “A
stinking smell was emanating
from the room. This made the
inmates of the house growing
suspicion and they informed
the house owner,” he said.

In another incident, a
youth died in a road mishap in
Gosainganj on Tuesday.
Reports said Vishal Tripathi
(20) of Fauji Colony in
Alambagh police station area
was returning home from
Gangaganj locality in
Gosainganj after meeting a
relative. When he reached
Rehmat Nagar, a speeding
vehicle fatally knocked 
him down.

Another youth, identified
as Santosh Kumar (22) of
Kanpur, died after a truck
which he was sitting in
rammed into a road divider in
Madiaon early morning on
Tuesday. The truck was being
driven by Vikas of Kanpur.
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Sanjay Gandhi Post-Graduate
Institute of Medical Sciences

will soon be setting up an
advanced diabetic centre, direc-
tor Prof RK Dhiman said on
Tuesday. A well-equipped cen-
tre will be set up for diabetics
needing medical care, he added.

“The centre will have an
open-door policy for patients
needing diabetes-related care.
The centre will have related sub-
speciality clinics such as gesta-
tional diabetes, diabetes renal
clinic, ophthalmological clinic,
diabetic foot clinic etc,” Dhiman
said. About the vision for over-
all growth in the next five years,
the director said that SGPGI will
also operate like a hub-spoke
model with a view to upgrading
emergency care in other med-
ical colleges of Uttar Pradesh.

“Emergency medical ser-
vices will also have air ambu-
lance service for quick transfer
of trauma and critically ill
patients from their location to
the Emergency department at
SGPGI. It will prove to be life-
saving in touch-and-go situa-

tions,” he said.
Dhiman added that the

upcoming Emergency depart-
ment building, along with a
renal transplantation complex,
is being designed to provide
emergency services and state-of-
the-art care to patients with kid-
ney diseases, including giving  a
boost to kidney transplantations
to the tune of 300 per year. He
said that currently they have an
active renal transplant pro-
gramme, wherein nearly 3,200
transplants have been per-
formed till date.

“Bone marrow transplanta-
tion is very active and the
department will celebrate its
100th BMT shortly and stem
cell transplantation programme
is also underway,” he said,
adding that the institute has also
started a dedicated department
of Haepatology.

“The DM and related
courses in the field will soon be
initiated. This department shall
be able to provide much-need-
ed recipient support and post-
transplant care to the liver
transplant unit and rejuvenate
liver transplantation in SGPGI.

We are also looking at lung and
heart transplants and hope that
air ambulance and helipad ser-
vices, once started, will give it a
necessary boost,” Dhiman said.

He said the  institute is also
aiming to start centres of excel-
lence for clinical infectious dis-
eases and vaccine research,
rheumatic diseases, breast
health and transfusion medicine
to name a few. 

Talking about Unique
Methods of Management of
Inherited Disorders (UMMID),
he said that the department of
Medical Genetics has started an
outreach screening programme
for genetic disorders, including
thalassemia and new-born
screening for five disorders in
district hospitals in Bahraich
and Shrawasti.

“This is funded by the
department of Biotechnology
and is an effort to provide
patient care services for women
and children, especially those
belonging to the lower socio-
economic strata. The state gov-
ernment is providing neces-
sary factors free of cost to
patients suffering from

haemophilia,” he pointed out 
He said the institute has

plans to utilise the full potential
of tele-medicine in all aspects of
patient care and teaching and
training of healthcare workers.

“Experience gained using
telemedicine services in Covid-
19 times will certainly help
improve the quality of health-
care delivery in the state,” he
said. 

He added that on the train-
ing front, apart from the cours-
es already running, some DM,
MCh, post-doctoral certificate
courses, post-doctoral fellow-
ships and MSc programmes
have been started in the depart-
ments of Clinical Immunology
and Endocrine Surgery, Medical
Genetics,  Neonatology,
Nephrology, Nuclear Medicine
Paediatric Surgical
Superspeciality and College of
Medical technology and Allied
health Sciences and Urology.
The departments of Pulmonary
Medicine and Plastic Surgery
have received approvals for
starting DM and MCh courses
in their respective specialties,” he
added.
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Aretired army man shot at a
friend-turned-foe in full

public view in Ashiyana and
fled the scene unchallenged.
Later, he shot at himself and
both were admitted to KGMU
Trauma Centre.   

Sarvesh Kumar, who is a
resident of Sector-H in
Ashiyana and a clerk in PWD,
suffered injuries under his left
chest and his condition was
said to be critical. The accused
was identified as Shailendra
Kumar of Sringarnagar in
Alambagh and he retired from
the army in 2018. Shailendra is
presently working as a proper-
ty dealer.

Sarvesh’s wife Mamta Rani,
in her complaint, stated that
she, along with her son and

husband, was going to office
when Shailendra intercepted
them near their house around
10:20 am. She said Shailendra
whipped out a pistol and fired
several shots. “A bullet hit
Sarvesh under his chest while
Shailendra fled the scene,” she
alleged. She said her husband
was shot at over a money-relat-
ed dispute. Inspector, Ashiyana,
KK Tiwari said Shailendra later
shot at himself. “The bullet
whizzed past his head and
hand. He has also been admit-
ted to KGMU,” he said. The
inspector was at a loss for
words when asked the reason
behind the attack.

ADCP Qasim Abdi said
the attacker injured himself at
some distance away from the
crime scene. “He shot at
Sarvesh in Sector-H and him-

self in Sector-K,” he said.
Shailendra, in his statement to
the police, said he took the
extreme step as he was under
mental duress. He told the
police that Sarvesh used to beat
his wife and she had sought his
help. The police could not talk
to Sarvesh who underwent a
surgery to get the bullet
removed and wounds stitched.

Sources said both Sarvesh
and Shailendra were friends for
a long time and were also
business partners. However,
their relations had soured over
the last few days.

Mamta is employed at sec-
retariat. There were reports
that Sarvesh was attacked when
he was outside his house and
both the attackers had their
faces covered. However, police
did not endorse this.
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Lucknow (PNS): Two youths
attacked a contractor and his
friend while the contractor’s
friend returned fire in full
public view at MIS crossing in
Talkatora on Tuesday. Police
registered a case in this connec-
tion and said the attack was a
fallout of an old enmity
between the two groups.

As per reports, the contrac-
tor, identified as Ranjeet Yadav
of Rajajipuram, along with his
friend Satyam, left in an SUV
for Sadar tehsil for some work.
When he reached juice shop at
MIS crossing, two bike-borne
youths intercepted the car.
Ranjeet said the youths opened
fire at him as soon as he
stepped out of the car. He said
his friend Satyam returned fire
to force the attackers to flee the
scene. Ranjeet lodged a case in
this connection.

Inspector, Talkatora, said
Ranjeet and his aides —Satyam,
Raja and Anuj — were named
in an FIR which was registered
on the complaint of Sarita
Chaturvedi of Rajajipuram in
2018. Sarita had then accused
Ranjeet and his aides of attack-
ing her son Vikas (21) on May
21 (2018) when the latter was
in a park. A case of attempt to
murder had been registered
against Ranjeet and his aides.

A video with Ranjeet’s SUV
having ‘Vidhayak’ embossed on
the rear window pane and
Vidhan Sabha member
inscribed on the number plate
went viral. The police took cog-
nisance of the same and chal-
laned Ranjeet’s SUV under the
Motor Vehicle Act.
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An online quiz competition is being

organised by the Mathematics depart-
ment of Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar
University on the occasion of National
Mathematics Day on December 22 to
commemorate the birth anniversary of
great mathematician Srinivasa
Ramanujan. BBAU spokesperson Rachna
Gangwar said the competition would be
held in two phases. The first phase will
be held on December 19 in which 20
multiple-choice questions will be asked
through Google Sheet. The 20 best con-
testants will be selected from this phase.
Selected participants will enter the sec-

ond round. The second phase of the com-
petition will be held on December  22
through Google Meet. Finally, the best
three contestants will get awarded.
Twenty participants in the second phase
will be given away e-certificates. The last
date to apply for the competition is
December 17.
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Aditya Akash Das, a student of class

12, has donated plasma. Before that, he
was made to undergo several tests,
including that for Covid-19, and was
found to be medically fit. He then
underwent an immunity test. Said to be

the youngest donor, Aditya is also prepar-
ing for engineering entrance 
examinations.
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Founder of City Montessori School

Jagdish Gandhi was honoured with ‘Jeevan
Gaurav Puraskar’ (lifetime achievement
award) on Tuesday. The award was con-
ferred upon him at the 4th National
Teachers’ Congress, organised online by
MIT World Peace University (Pune),
supported by the Government of
Maharashtra and United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO). 

Lucknow (PNS): A team of
STF nabbed two punters
luring people for betting in
Big Bash League (cricket
tournament) from near a
hotel in Krishnanagar on
Tuesday. The accused were
identified as Ravindra
Srivastava and Dinesh
Chaube, both of Krishna
Nagar. Police said they were
tipped off about the accused
who had been into betting
for a long time. The team
recovered Rs 1.05 lakh in
cash, a luxury car and two
mobile phones. The police
said the accused were using
the mobile phones in 
gambling.              

Meanwhile, Gudamba
police on Tuesday arrested a
retired police officer, iden-
tified as Naeem Khan, who
was accused of injuring his
son by opening fire. He was
arrested from near a shop in
the area following a 
tip-off.
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Directing officials to contin-
ue effective management

of prevention and treatment of
COVID-19, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Tuesday said that
there should be vigil at all levels
and awareness programmes
should be conducted continu-
ously. The chief minister, who
was presiding over a high level
unlock review meeting at Lok
Bhawan here, said that special
attention should be paid to
Lucknow and the treatment sys-
tem should be further strength-
ened.

He said the Integrated
Command and Control Centre
should remain active and the dis-
trict magistrates and chief med-
ical officers should compulsori-
ly hold meetings at the Covid
hospitals in the morning and the
integrated command and control
centre in the evening and plan
strategies for the future.

Directing officials to further
strengthen contact tracing and
surveillance, the chief minister
said that testing had an impor-
tant role in breaking the infection
chain of COVID-19 and it
should be carried out to full
capacity. He said specialist doc-
tors should regularly take rounds

of Covid hospital wards as this
would make better treatment
accessible to the patients.

Directing officials to further
strengthen the ambulance ser-
vices, the chief minister said that
consideration should be given for
its decentralisation at district or
divisional level. He said that
keeping in mind the availability
of COVID-19 vaccine in the near
future, training should be
imparted to the vaccinators
swiftly and it should be moni-
tored continuously by senior
officers.

Those present in the meet-
ing included Medical Education
Minister Suresh Khanna, Health
Minister Jai Pratap Singh,
Minister of State for Health Atul
Garg, Chief Secretary RK Tiwari,
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Alok Sinha,
Additional Chief Secretary
(Home) Awanish Kumar
Awasthi, Director General of
Police Hitesh C Awasthi,
Additional Chief Secretary
(Finance) Sanjiv Mittal,
Additional Chief Secretary
(MSME and Information)
Navneet Sehgal, Additional Chief
Secretary (Panchayati Raj and
Rural Development) Manoj
Kumar Singh, Additional Chief
Secretary to CM SP Goyal,

Additional Chief Secretary
(Infrastructure and Industrial
Development) Alok Kumar,
Additional Chief Secretary
(Health) Amit Mohan Prasad,
Additional Chief Secretary
(Medical Education) Dr
Rajneesh Dube, Secretary to the
CM Alok Kumar, Relief
Commissioner Sanjay Goyal and
other senior officials.

Meanwhile, 185 persons
tested positive for coronavirus in
the city on Tuesday while 273
patients recovered. With six
more deaths, Lucknow’s death
toll climbed to 1,062 while there
are 2,876 active cases in the dis-
trict. The fresh cases included 19
from Indiranagar, 15 from
Gomtinagar, 13 from Chowk, 12
from Alambagh and 10 each
from Jankipuram, Talkatora &
Hazratganj. Across the state,
1,354 persons tested positive,
including 68 in Kanpur, 75 in
Ghaziabad,  75 in Gautam
Buddhnagar, 86 in Varanasi and
65 in Meerut,  taking the UP tally
to 5,68,064. There were 20 deaths
in the state, including two each
in Prayagraj & Kannauj, and one
each in  Varanasi, Gorakhpur,
Jhansi, Ballia, Barabanki,
Lakhimpur Kheri, Rae Bareli,
Sonbhadra, Sultanpur, Bahraich
and Mainpuri.
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Lucknow (PNS): The refusal to
make food (chapati) for the pet
dogs allegedly proved fatal for
a 23-year-old girl in Meerut
after her own elder brother shot
her dead. The incident took
place on Monday night.

Reports said that Yogendra
Kumar, a real estate business-
man hailing from Kailash
Vatika in Rajpura area of
Ganganagar in Meerut, was liv-
ing with his mother Saroj, sis-
ter, Parul, and younger broth-
er, Asheesh (25).

On Monday, Yogendra had
gone to New Delhi in connec-
tion with some work and other
family members were at home.
As per the information given by
the police, Asheesh, who is a
pet lover and is also engaged in
selling dogs, had a tiff with his
sister, Parul, over preparing
chapatis to feed the dogs on
Sunday evening.

Parul, however, prepared
the food for dogs but the situ-
ation took an ugly turn on
Monday evening when claim-
ing that she was not well, Parul
went to bed, refusing to prepare
chapatis for the pets.

Asheesh, who later killed
her, claimed that he asked his
sister to prepare food but as she
refused to do so, he lost his
temper and shot her with a
country-made. Hearing the
gunshot, the family members
came and found Parul lying in
a pool of blood.

Having no regret for killing
his sister, Asheesh happily sur-
rendered before the police. He
was arrested and the body was
sent for post-mortem.
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Lucknow (PNS): An interna-
tional level player was alleged-
ly raped at gunpoint and later
blackmailed by her kin,
including a Samajwadi Party
leader, in Muzaffarnagar. 

The victim finally lodged
a report in this regard against
the accused Handing over a
written complaint to the offi-
cials of the Civil Lines police
station in Muzaffarnagar on
Monday, the victim claimed
that about four years back she
went in connection with work
to her maternal uncle Mohd
Zaki Tyagi’s house where she
was detained and later raped
at gunpoint. 

She alleged that the fam-
ily members of the accused,
including Intezar Tyagi,
Rizwan and his wife, also
recorded her rape and later
threatened to upload that
video and blackmailed her
and kept on sexually exploit-
ing her for a long time.  The
victim alleged that as Intezar
Tyagi was also a former gram
pradhan of the village besides
being an influential Samajwadi
Party leader, she did not report
the matter immediately.
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Making a mockery of his
announcement to contest

elections in Uttar Pradesh, the
Yogi Adityanath government
hit hard at Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal, saying that he
is a habitual liar and his ineffi-
cient administrative skills have
been exposed  during the
COVID-19 crisis.    

“The person failed to deliv-
er when it was required the
most. It is hard to believe how
he turned out the hapless peo-
ple of UP, Bihar and Jharkhand
from Delhi during the trying
times of coronavirus pandem-
ic and now he wants to extend
the so-called good governance
of Delhi to Uttar Pradesh,” said
UP minister and government
spokesperson Sidharth Nath
Singh here on Tuesday while
addressing media persons. “It
was for the Yogi government to
receive them (migrant workers),
provide them free ration, give
them sustenance allowance and
get them tested for coronavirus
infection for free,” he said.

The UP minister said that
it was most surprising that the
Delhi chief minister had some-
thing to comment on the UP
government despite failing on

the expectations of the people
of Delhi on more than one
occasion. “UP has conducted
more than two crore Covid tests
against 72 lakh of Delhi.
Notably, Delhi has a population
of two crore while UP has a
population of about 24 crore
and the number of total cases
in Delhi are 6.08 lakh and in
UP, the figure is 5.66 lakh. And
we are conducting over 1.75
lakh Covid tests daily,” Singh
said. He said the Delhi High
Court had come down heavily
on the Kejriwal government
over its Covid management
while on the contrary, the UP
government has received acco-
lades from the World Health
Organisation  (WHO) for the
efficient management of
COVID-19 .

“Look at the facilities, we
have two AIIMS in UP and you
are not able to even manage
one. We have added 52 new
medical colleges in the state in
the past three-and-half years
but what about your govern-
ment?. Still, if you want to have
more facts, we are open for a
debate,” Singh said, challenging
Kejriwal for an open debate. 

Singh said that Kejriwal
owed an apology to the people
of Purvanchal whom he had

insulted by saying that “the peo-
ple from Purvanchal (UP and
Bihar) come to Delhi on a
ticket of Rs 500 and get treat-
ment of Rs 5 lakh and this is the
reason why people of Delhi do
not get treatment”.

“It was the talk of the past.
Now, Purvanchal has enough
facilities to match the standard
of your (Delhi) hospitals,’’ he
said. “Furthermore, what the
Delhi government has done for
the youth is for everyone to see,”
he said, pointing out  that the
unemployment rate of Delhi
was over 45 percent while UP
had given employment to over
four lakh youth in the past
three-and-half years. In addi-
tion, over 1.5 crore youth have
become self-reliant with the
assistance of the state govern-
ment,” the minister said.

“The Delhi government
claims 1,024 primary schools. I
would like to tell him that UP
has 1.35 lakh primary schools
and over 50,000 of them have
been upgraded under the
Kayakalp scheme,’’ he said.     

Singh said the Yogi govern-
ment had made payment to the
cane farmers to the tune of Rs
1.12 lakh crore, more than the
total budget of Delhi 
government.
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Asingle window help desk
‘Udisha’ was inaugurated

by the General Manager (GM)
Anjali Goyal in Banaras
Locomotive Works (BLW) for
the conveniences of the
employees. Human Resource
Management System (HRMS)
has also been started in BLW as
per the Central Government’s
guidelines, under which
employees from the mobile-
based app can see their service
manual, complete details, get
railway pass - PTO, do with-
drawal from Provident Fund
apart from changing address-
es etc.

The main objective of the
help desk is to provide HRMS
to the BLW employee. All the
problems of the employees
related to the Personnel depart-
ment can not only be resolved,
but also help the employees

become self-sufficient in the
digital work. Also, it would also
assist the employees who are
not digitally awake to solve
their problems.  Several officers
and employees of BLW were
present on the occasion.

Meanwhile, under the aegis
of the Electricity department

‘Energy Conservation Week’
was inaugurated by the GM. A
short film made for domestic
and industrial energy savings
was screened. While addressing
the employees, Anjali Goyal
said that today the whole world
is grappling with the problems
of climate change. ‘The effort

by BLW to tackle these prob-
lems is commendable,’ she said,
appreciating the video message,
she added that it would effec-
tively spread the message of
energy conservation among
all. She asked the engineers of
BLW to design machines and
buildings in such a way so that
the energy consumption can be
reduced.

Later, a rally was taken out
from the premises of the
Administrative Building to
publicise the message of ener-
gy conservation. A large num-
ber of BLW staff, scouts and
guides, members of St. John’s
Ambulance Brigade and others
participated in the rally and
publicised energy conserva-
tion measures throughout the
BLW campus. 

During the week-long
campaign, various programmes
will be organised daily till
December 19.
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Visitors to Magh Mela will
be able to seek treatment at

two 20-bed hospitals that the
Health department plans to set
up on the venue of the fair
when it is organised in January
next year.

The department would
also set up five medical units
for visitors. Chief Medical
Off icer (Prayagraj)  Dr
Prabhakar Rai said that the
Health department has
chalked out an elaborate plan
for medical facilities that
would be available for devo-
tees coming to the Magh
Mela.

The department will set
up two 20-bed hospitals in
Jhunsi and Quila Ghat road.
Apart from these, there would
be a medical unit set up in
each of the five sectors of the
Mela ground. The Health
department has also planned
to set up a Covid static booth
in every sector for conducting
tests. ‘If any visitor tests pos-
itive for novel coronavirus,
he/she would be immediately

shifted to a Covid hospital in
the city. An adequate number
of medical and paramedical
staff would be assigned duties
for the Magh Mela’, the CMO
added.

PAID CLOAKROOM AT
MAGH MELA : Pilgrims
and tourists coming to Magh
Mela 2021, for taking a holy
dip, performing a religious
ceremony or even sightseeing,
need not worry about a safe
place to keep their belongings.

On the lines of railway
stations and some prominent
religious sites, the district
administration has decided
to introduce the concept of a
paid cloakroom. The 57-day
annual fair will kick-start with
Makar Sankranti bathing on
January 14 and conclude with
Maha Shivratri bathing on
March 11, 2021.

Prayagraj Mela Authority
has decided to introduce this
facility for the annual fair on
the lines of paid service pro-
vided during Kumbh-2019.
Pilgrims would be able to
keep their handbags, back-
packs for safekeeping for ��20

for 24 hours, ��40 for 48 hours
and ��60 for 72 hours, while
storing larger luggage items
would cost them ��40 for 24
hours, ��80 for 48 hours and
��120 for 72 hours, informed
officials.

The fair would have cloak-
rooms of up to 600 sq feet at
each of the 22 well-spaced out
designated parking lots to
thwart COVID-19, where the
staff would remain in uniform
with their identity cards on
display. The parking lots will
have boom barriers, and the
parking tickets shall be issued
using digital handheld ticket-
ing machines, they added.
The Request for Proposal
(RFP) for this has been issued
by the Prayagraj  Mela
Authority inviting e-bids from
interested parties with the
technical bids scheduled for
being opened on December
14. The agency entrusted with
the task of setting up and
managing the parking sites
will set up and operate these
cloakrooms.

This facility would free the
pilgrims from the need of

carrying unrequired luggage
to bathing ghats and religious
ceremonies sites, said Vivek
Chaturvedi, Mela Adhikari,
Magh Mela-2021.

Each cloakroom would
be set up as directed in the lay-
out and have necessary infra-
structure like power supply,
lockers, boundary etc. along
with waterproof material for
safe storage of luggage.

Size of the cloakroom
shall not exceed 600 square
feet each with their number
not exceeding one per every
5,000 car spaces, he explained.

The sites identified for
parking lots include Sugar
Mill, Mahuabagh, Triveni
Puram, Navprayagam,
Agriculture Institute, Deaf
and Dumb School, Devrakh,
CMP College, CAV College,
GIC, Women’s Polytechnic,
Bada Bhagara, Colonelganj
Inter College, MNNIT, Scout
and Guide School and Hindu
Hostel among others. Parking
lots would also be set up at KP
College, Government Press
and Khusro Bagh, confirmed
officials.
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Defending the three farm
laws, the Deputy Chief

Minister Keshav Prasad
Maurya strongly criticised the
opposition for trying to use
ongoing farmers’ agitation for
their political gains. Alleging
the parties like Congress,
Samajwadi Party (SP) and
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), he
said that these parties are back-
ing the agitating farmers as by
the new farm laws, their
involvement in corrupt prac-
tices would be checked. Now
these parties are trying to tar-
get their guns on the govern-
ment using the shoulders of the
farmers whereas it is fact that
in  the farm laws, the role of
middlemen would totally be
checked and the famers would
get good income from their
farming. He was addressing a
Kisan Sammelan at Jansa here
on Tuesday which was attend-
ed by a good number of
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
workers and others.

Highlighting the features of
farm laws, Maurya said that by
this the farmers would be free
to sell their crops in any part of
the country without any inter-
ference of middlemen. Besides,
the farmers can also export
their products for handsome
earning. Praising the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, he
said that the Central
Government had courage for
the interests of the farmers
which could not be shown by
any government during the

last six decades, but fearing to
lose their brokerages, the oppo-
sition parties without using
their own flags are trying to
mislead the agitating farmers.
He challenged the opposition
parties to come forward open-
ly so that they can also face the
anger of the farmers.   

‘If the farmers have any
doubt about the new farm
laws, then the doors of the gov-
ernment are open for talks,’ he
said, seeking the suggestions
from the farmers so that the
government can amend the
laws by accepting their genuine
demands. He said that the

farm laws are for the best
interests of the farmers but the
latter are being misled by the
opposition parties for their
selfish interests. According to
him, the farm laws are not for
the farmers of just two states,
indirectly indicating the agitat-
ing farmers of Punjab and
Haryana, but for the whole
nation. He said that during the
last 20 days of agitation the stir
remained confined to two
states only.

Earlier, when Maurya land-
ed at the Police Lines helipad,
he was welcomed by senior
party leaders. Later, he was

given guard of honour by the
police personnel. In an infor-
mal chat with the reporters
during his visit, Maurya also
criticised Aam Admi Party
(AAP) for its claim to fight
strongly in the next assembly
elections in 2022 in UP.
According to him, it is a fact
that the population of Delhi is
just two crores whereas the
same of UP is 24 crores. He said
that as Delhi Chief Minister
(CM) Arvind Kesriwal failed
on all the fronts, so by making
such claims, he is trying to
divert the attention of the peo-
ple.  
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Awebinar on energy conser-
vation ‘Save energy to save

environment and earth’ was
organised by North Central
Railway on National Energy
Conservation Day, observed
every year on December 14. It
focuses on creating awareness
among people regarding the
importance of energy conser-
vation and ways to achieve it in
order to deal with the crisis of
climate change and global
warming. 

Webinar focused on ener-
gy conservation efforts and
future roadmap chaired by
Satish Kothari Principal Chief
Electrical Engineer was attend-
ed by Anupam Singhal CELE,
Anurag Kumar Gupta CEGE,
Ashutosh Kumar Singh CESE,
Anil Kumar Dwivedi CMPE,
Rukmaiya Meena CEDE, DB
Singh CEE(Con.) and other
officials from HQ and three

divisions of NCR. As guest
speaker in the webinar Prof
Mohammd Rihan of Electrical
Engineering department
Aligarh Muslim University
highlighted importance of
renewable energy, emerging
technologies in this field and
future framework for energy
conservation.   

On this occasion Satish
Kothari Principal Chief
Electrical Engineer also
released an e-book containing
works done on NCR towards
energy conservation and use of
renewable energy.

The webinar laid emphasis
on maximising use of solar
energy in railways, implemen-
tation of energy conservation
measures and use of energy
efficient electrical appliances in
offices and homes. Addressing
participant Kothari urged that
all Railwaymen and their
family members to take
energy conservation measures

in mission mode in national
interest and for a better tomor-
row.

RAINS PREDICTED :
The weather experts of the
Meteorology department, Sam
Higginbottom University of
Agriculture, Technoloogy and
Sciences (SHUATS) have made
a forecast that Prayagraj and
nearby districts may experience
light to moderate rains between
December 16 and 20.

They have studied the
weather conditions and have
cautioned the farmers to get
ready for facing showers.

JAIL INMATES STITCH-
ING COVERS FOR COWS:
Inmates of Kaushambi district
jail are stitching covers for
cows for the winter seasons
using old and torn blankets.
The woollen covers will be sup-
plied to gaushalas across the
state.

These covers are being
made from worn out blankets

collected from Kaushambi and
other district jails of the state.
A blanket allotted to an inmate
during winter usually lasts
around three years.

Superintendent of
Kaushambi district jail BS
Mukund said, ‘A team of 10
inmates are stitching the cov-
ers for the cattle. A pack of 50
woollen covers is being sup-
plied to a gaushala in
Manjhanpur. We have collect-
ed old and torn blankets from
many jails and are using those
to make the cover for cattle by
stitching them with a thick
sheet of cloth\ polythene.’ He
claimed that this is the first
time when inmates have start-
ed such an initiative.

We aim to prepare around
1,000 covers for the cattle in a
month and are trying to make
at least 400 covers this week, he
added. Once the woollen cover
is made, we put a logo on it and
dispatch it to gaushalas.
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The number of new corona
infected exceeded 50 for the

second consecutive day on
Monday. With this, one person
died. However, 39 people have
become infection-free. Dr Rishi
Sahai, the Nodal Officer of
Corona confirmed this.

CMO Dr Prabhakar Rai
said that the total number of
corona patients in the district
has reached 27,351 after find-
ings of 66 new infected on
Monday. Out of them 26,473
people have become infection-
free. Four people have been dis-
charged from SRN and Beli
Hospital of the 39 people, while
35 people have completed
home isolation. On Monday,
corona test of 6,125 people have
been conducted. Among those
infected, 91 patients are admit-
ted to SRN, Beli and private
hospitals whereas, 425 people
are in home isolation. The
total number of people who
died due to corona has
increased to 362.

According to the Health
department report, those who

got infected on Monday were
Professor of Allahabad
University, instructor, lab assis-
tant, Branch Manager of Civil

Lines based Axis Bank, senior
auditor of AG office, Standing
Counsel of High Court, advo-
cate, teacher of Patanjali

School, junior engineer of
Railway, Holagarh Block VDO,
cook of RAF Phaphamau, con-
stable of CRPF among others.
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ALLAHABAD (PNS): As the time for the Covid
vaccine approaches, preparations for the Health
department have also intensified. The depart-
ment has procured three ILR machines to house
the Covid vaccine. The new stores being built
will be installed at the Tej Bahadur Sapru (Beli)
Hospital. The Covid vaccine will be stored safe-
ly in these machines so that his cold chain
remains.

Dr Amit Srivastava, District Immunisation
Officer of Health department has set up a store
in Beli Hospital to keep the vaccine safe. About
90 per cent of its work has been completed. The
store will be maintained at a temperature of 2
° C to eight ° C so that vaccine is safe and its
cold chain is not broken. He informed that for
this, other officers of Health department are also
being trained. Monday was the first day for this
purpose. The online training programme also
ran on Tuesday so that there is no problem and

mistake in keeping and administering the vac-
cine safely.

The first phase of Covid vaccine will be
administered to government and non-govern-
ment hospital personnel. This includes doctors
and other health workers. ACMO Dr Tirath Lal
said that a list of health workers has been sought
from 1,235 medical institutions in the district
for vaccination. 

About 800 medical institutions have sent
details of their health workers while details of
other institutions are yet to be found. About
30,000 health workers are working in these med-
ical institutions. They will be given this vaccine
first. In the second phase, front line workers such
as Asha, Anganwadi, Police, Administrative offi-
cers, in the third phase, those above 50 years of
age and those below the age of 50 years in the
fourth phase will be administered who are vul-
nerable to this disease.

����+,-����������
���������
�������
���
������
�

.�%������������(!�������������

����		���	2���	����	����=�+���9	�

As many as 58 more new
patients have been detect-

ed in the district on Tuesday,
increasing the total number to
20,374. The day also saw one
more death, increasing the toll
to 337. During the day, the fol-
low-up negative reports includ-
ed 90 and all of them have been
recovered from home isolation,
increasing the number to
16,527. As no patient has been
discharged from any of the hos-
pitals, the number remained at

2,886. The total number of
patients who have been recov-
ered so far is 19,413, leaving
624 active cases. The recovery
rate is 95.28 per cent, while the
mortality rate is 1.65 per cent.

Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Dr VB Singh has
informed that in the first report
of the day, 33 positive patients
were found out of 2,051 reports
received. Till then, the total test
reports received were 4,71,815
and the results of 2,821 are
awaited. Out of them, 4,51,466
were negative while 20,349

positive. The total number of
samples collected was 4,92,841.
Earlier, a male aged 42 from
Ramnagar succumbed to
COVID-19 at Sir Sundarlal
Hospital, Banaras Hindu
University (SSH BHU). With
the addition of eight new red
zones, the total number of
hotspots has increased to 2,580
including 219 red zones. There
are 2,361 green zones with
seven new ones.

On the instructions of the
District Magistrate (DM)
Kaushal Raj Sharma, mass/

group antigen tests continued
to be conducted at Varanasi
Junction (Cantt.) and
Manduadih railway but all 48
and 32 tests there respectively
have been found negative.
Besides, all the 80 tests have
been found negative at Shree
Shiv Prasad Gupta (SSPG)
Hospital, Kabirchaura apart
from 110 at LBS Hospital
Ramnagar, 117 at Government
Women’s Hospital, 27 at CHC
Shivpur, 36 at Swami
Vivekanand Hospital, Bhelupur
and 75 at SSH BHU.  
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ALLAHABAD (PNS): Uttar
Pradesh Governor Anandi Ben
Patel virtually blessed the 5100
km long Ganga Parikrama pro-
gramme at MP Hall of Motilal
Nehru National Institute of
Technology, Prayagraj on
Tuesday. This Ganga Parikrama
is being taken out by Atulya
Ganga, a group of ex-army-
men. She said on the occasion
that this Parikrama will rejuve-
nate people to protect rivers.
Ganga is a valuable treasure of
the nation. 

The Governor also
expressed concern over pollu-
tion in the Ganga owing to
blind race of development, and
said that a joint and massive
effort is needed to maintain
`Nirmal and Aviral Dhara' of
the Ganga. 

The Governor on Tuesday

virtually inaugurated `Kumbh
Study Centre' at GB Pant Social
Science Institute in Jhusi. She
reiterated that to clean the
Ganga was the need of the
hour, and the Namami Gange
project of the Prime Minister
and the Ganga Yatra by the UP
Government were steps
towards this mega project, and
now the Ganga Parikrama
would also extend all possible
help in making people aware.

Prof Badri Narayan of the
Institute said that this Kumbh
Study Centre would provide
fellowship to academicians,
researchers and cultural
activists for an elaborate study
of Kumbh Mela.

GUEST HOUSE OF
ZAKI DEMOLISHED: Under
the Anti-Mafia Drive launched
by the Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath, the Prayagraj
Development Authority bull-
dozers and JCB machines
pulled down a huge property of
Zaki Ahmad, close associate
and brother-in-law of Atique
Ahmed. This huge guest house
was raised on 60 feet road in
Kareli by pumping crores of
rupees. Zaki Ahmad is also a
history sheeter and was also
involved in the Deoria Jail
incident where a property deal-
er was beaten brutally in the
presence of Atique Ahmed.
After this incident Atique was
shifted to Ahmedabad Jail, and
the court denied bail to Zaki
who is also in jail.

According to PDA offi-
cials the above guest house was
constructed without an
approved plan, so it was an
unauthorised construction.

The officials and JCB
machines, backed by police
force, reached Kareli in the
morning, and the operation
demolition began in afternoon
hours after allowing the
inmates to remove their
belongings.

ACTING WORKSHOP
ENDS: A five-day acting work-
shop  by Anadi Foundation and
Transformers Dance Institute
Jhusi came to an end on
Tuesday. Ajay Mukherjee and
Arun Kumar Srivastava trained
the participants and told them
in detail about physical actions
to make acting attractive. They
also laid emphasis on games
and exercise, and said that
personality development
needs extra-curricular
activities besides bookish
kinowledge.
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VARANASI (PNS): In a noble
cause, the founder secretary of
social organisation Sadhna
Foundation Saurabh Maurya
has registered an achievement
to become the ‘Most Young
Centurion Blood Donor’ of
the country by donating blood
for the 100th times on Tuesday.
The Indian Book of Records
awarded the title of ‘Indian
Record’ and ‘First Indian’ to
donate the blood for the most
times at the age of 31 years.

Saurabh made a donation
of blood for the 100th time in
a voluntary blood donation
camp organised at a blood of a
private hospital in Kakatmutta
here. He dedicated his 100th
blood donation to the nation,
his team and family. A team of
the Indian Book of Records was
present on the occasion which
awarded him with the titles of
‘Indian Record’ and ‘First
Indian’ who donated the blood
for the 100th times at the age
of 31 years. With this, he also

achieved an achievement to
become the Most Young
Centurion Blood Donor of
India.

The chief guest and
Commandant of 95th Battalion
of CRPF Narendra Pal admired
Saurabh and said that his
yeomen service to the society
will inspire other youths for the
noble cause. The chairman of
hospital Dr Kaushik informed
that Saurabh had also made his
first blood donation in this
blood bank. The founder of  the
organisation Kamlesh Singh
Gautam and co-founder Amit
Singh said that today is like a
festival as Saurabh had dreamt
of making blood donation for
the 100th time on the same day
eight years ago and the dream
became a reality. Saurabh had
donated all the parts of his
body, they informed.

In the blood donation
camp, 15 units of blood was
donated. Among those who
were present on the occasion

included Saumik Samant,
Sanjay Sahani and Shiv Prakash
Singh.

S A M P O O R N A
SAMADHAN DIWAS HELD:
Finding the District Sugarcane
Officer and Executive Engineer,
Irrigation (canal) absent during
Sampoorna Samadhan Diwas,
the District Magistrate Kaushal
Raj Sharma on Tuesday direct-
ed the competent officer to
deduct one-day salary of both
officers.

The DM along with the
Senior Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Amit Pathak reached
Rajtalab Tehsil to listen to the
grievances of people on the
occasion of Sampoorna
Samadhan Diwas. While
inspecting the attendance reg-
ister, the DM found the District
Sugarcane Officer and
Executive Engineer, Irrigation
(canal) absent and taking a seri-
ous note of this laxity, he
marked absent before their
names in the attendance regis-

ter and directed the competent
officer to deduct their one day
salary.

A villager Deepak Kumar
complained that some land
mafias have grabbed the gov-
ernment land, approaching
land, sports ground and pond
in Kalyanpur village which
leads to dispute on a regular
basis and he applied for mea-
suring the government land.
Paying serious attention to his
application, the DM directed
SDM, Rajatalab to measure
the land in a week.

Both the officers the DM
and the SSP directed the
departmental officers to
address the grievances by
maintaining the quality. In the
meantime, the Divisional
Commissioner Deepak
Agrawal and IG Vijay Singh
Meena also heard the griev-
ances of people at Sadar Tehsil
and directed the officers to
address the people’s complaints
with sincerity and quality.
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Additional Divisional
Railway Manager

(Operations) SPS Yadav along
with his team and Senior
Divisional Commercial
Manager (SDCM) Sanjeev
Sharma inspected the Siwan,
Chhapra and Chhapra Gramin
stations for attracting more
and more traditional and non-
conventional loading of goods
on Varanasi division, ensuring
proper information to passen-
gers according to the revised
timetable of trains and compli-
ance of the Covid-19 protocol,
Public Relations Officer (PRO)
Ashok Kumar said. On the

occasion senior commerce and
operations supervisors were
present along with him. ADRM
SPS Yadav in order to ensure
management of goods trains, to
attract loading of maximum
traditional and non-conven-
tional loading of goods and to
make goods management/ and
freight traffic and loading/
unloading simpler on the
Chhapra, Siwan and Chhapra
Gramin stations of Varanasi
Division of North Eastern
Railway (NER) thoroughly
inspected the siding, goods
siding, goods shed, approach
road of siding at Chhapra
Gramin and Siwan stations.
During this time he inspected

the approach routes of Siwan
and Chhapra Gramin stations,
barricading at station premis-
es, passenger waiting room,
restroom for workers, places of
commercial importance such as
booking counters, station park-
ing, food stalls, food plazas etc.
and gave necessary directives to
the authorities concerned.
Apart from it he had a meeting
with regional traders and made
them aware about the various
facilities provided by the rail-
ways and tried to increase max-
imum freight traffic. On the
occasion Sanjeev Sharma said
that the NER was trying to pro-
vide maximum facilities to its
traders. 
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Under the Energy Saving
Campaign in the catego-

ry of government buildings
the Lucknow Division of
North Eastern Railway (NER)
has received the first prize at
the state level for its remark-
able performance in the field
of  saving energy. On the occasion of Energy
Conservation Day under Uttar Pradesh State
Energy Conservation the UP Minister for
Energy and Additional Sources of Energy
Shrikant Sharma announced the award on
Monday through a webinar, CPRO PK Singh
said.    It may be pointed out here that NER is
taking many effective steps for saving energy
such as  LED lighting has been provided in trains
and arrangements had been made for 100 per
cent LED lighting in all stations and colonies too

resulting in a decrease in
energy consumption. Solar
energy, a non-convention-
al source of energy, is being
used on a large scale and
also energy consumption is
being saved by ensuring
the use of energy efficient
devices. As a result railway
revenue is also being saved.

STOPPAGE WITHDRAWN: The railway
administration has withdrawn the stoppage of
the 01015/01016 Lokmanya Tilak Terminus-
Gorakhpur-Lokmanya Tilak Terminus special
train, the 02167/02168 Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus – Manduadih – Lokmanya Tilak
Terminus superfast special train and the
02541/02542 Lokmanya Tilak Terminus —
Gorakhpur — Lokmanya Tilak Terminus super-
fast special train at Igatpuri station with imme-
diate effect. 
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Divisional Commissioner
Vindhyachal Preeti Shukla

during a virtual meeting
reviewed the 37 points of gov-
ernment priorities on Monday. 

Reviewing the projects
worth more than Rs 50 lakh the
DC expressed her discontent
over the progress of only 48 per
cent in the work being carried
out by State Bridge
Corporation in Sonbhadra dis-
trict. For the tardy progress in
the construction of the roads in
Bhadohi district the DC direct-
ed to the JDC to issue a show-
cause notice to the EE PWD
and directed the official con-
cerned to complete the pend-
ing works by March next year.
In the meeting the Mines
department was asked to check
illegal mining at any cost and
for the work get the help from
the other authorities if required.
The Health department was
asked to ensure the availabili-
ty of medicines and complete
all arrangements for the stor-
age of Corona vaccine at safe

place in advance. Apart from all
the departmental officials the
meeting was attended by IG
range Piyush Srivastava, the
DMs, SPs and the CDOs of the
division.

SEMINAR ORGANISED:
In the series of awareness pro-
grammes under Mission Shakti
a seminar was held at
Umaravati Devi Inter College

in Dhara village under
Jamalpur police station on
Monday. Addressing the girl
students Jamalpur Station
Officer (SO) Vijai Kumar Saroj
said that women were consid-
ered with respect in our soci-
ety since ages. Underlining the
rights of women the SO told
the girls that they should not
bother about the anti-social ele-

ments and remain confident.
Highlighting the purpose of
Mission Shakti drive the SO
urged the students to become
self-confident, self- reliance,
develop strong will power and
instant decision making capac-
ity etc. He said that the era of
digital power had made the
common man more powerful.
Interacting with students, the
SO underlined the proper use
of different helpline numbers
and appealed to use them for
proper cause at the time of
need.

NABBED: The Jamalpur
police on Monday arrested one
person who was accused of
molesting a minor girl.
According to the reports, a
woman in a named FIR had
lodged on December 9 had
alleged that the accused had
molested her minor daughter
and when she protested he
threatened her with dire con-
sequences. Taking action the
police arrested the accused,
Arvind, a resident of Shahpur
Mafi village under Jamalpur
police station.
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The Carpet Export Promotion
Council (CEPC) on Monday

shifted its regional office at
Bhadohi from Bypass Road,
Hariyawan, to new premises at
Bhadohi Carpet Expo Mart,
Carpet City, Bhadohi. It may be
pointed out here that the
Bhadohi Carpet Expo Mart was
built by the Government of Uttar
Pradesh at a cost of approximately �225 crore
and was allotted for its operation by tender to
CEPC in the year 2018. Some works in the mart
were incomplete which led to the delay while
transferring to the council. The CEPC is com-
mitted to take the carpet industry to the next
level by making maximum use of this mart. The
‘puja’ and inauguration ceremony were organ-
ised in the Bhadohi Carpet Expo Mart where
CEPC Chairman Siddh Nath Singh, and mem-
bers, Committee of Administration (COA),
Umesh Kumar Gupta, Rajendra Prasad Mishra,
Mohammad Wasif Ansari and Shree Ram

Maurya were present. Siddh
Nath Singh said  they wanted
to organise a grand ceremony
with all prominent personal-
ities/dignitaries and member-
exporters  of the Bhadohi-
Mirzapur-Varanasi but due
to the Covid-19 restrictions
they held a ‘puja’ in the pres-
ence of UP- based members of
COA. He said with the shift-
ing of CEPC office in the

Mart, the Council will make all possible efforts
to make it fully functional and start the process
for allotment of shops in its mall area and organ-
isation of mega show there.  He expressed the
hope that the state government would fulfil its
commitment to provide the required infra-
structure facilities to the Council to enable them
to organise activity of international level which
will ultimately again be a milestone in the devel-
opment of Bhadohi-Mirzapur and Varanasi
region. Singh requested the members for their
support and cooperation in the larger interest of
Indian handmade carpet industry.
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On the completion of the
work of the third line

between Pankidham and
Bhaupur railway stations of
North Central Railway (NCR)
due to the non-interlocking
work being done for remodel-
ling of Bhaupur station yard the
cancellation of the following
trains will be done as follows,
Chief Public Relations Officer
(CPRO) Pankaj Kumar Singh
said. As a result the 02569
Darbhanga - New Delhi clone
daily special train to run from
Darbhanga will remain can-
celled from December 16 to
January 06, 2021. Likewise the
02570 New Delhi-Darbhanga
clone daily special train to run
from New Delhi will remain
cancelled from December 17 to
January 7, 2021. The  04055
Ballia-Delhi triweekly clone
special train to run from Ballia
will remain cancelled on
December 17, 19, 22, 24, 26, 29

and 31 and January 2, 2021.
The 04056 Delhi-Ballia tri-
weekly clone special train to
run from Delhi will remain
canceled on December 16, 18,
21, 23, 25, 28 and 30 and
January 1, 2021.

Meanwhile the cancella-
tiona and reduction in fre-
quency of the following trains
will be done by the railway
administration from December
16 to January 31, 2021, due to
operational difficulties caused
by dense fog and bad weather.

The 04005 Sitamarhi-
Anand Vihar Terminus daily
special train will remain can-
celed from December 18 to
February 2, 2021. The 04006
Anand Vihar Terminus-
Sitamarhi daily special train
will be canceled from
December 16 to January 31,
2021. The 05909 Dibrugarh -
Lalgarh daily special train will
remain cancelled from
December 16 to January 31,
2021. The 05910 Lalgarh-

Dibrugarh daily special train
will be canceled from
December 19 to February 3,
2021. The 05933 Dibrugarh -
Amritsar weekly special train
will remain cancelled on
December 22 and 29 and
January 5, 12, 19 and 26,
2021.The 05934 Amritsar-
Dibrugarh weekly special train
will remain canceled on
December 25, 2020 and
January 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29
2021.

PARTIAL CANCELLA-
TION/REDUCTION IN
FREQUENCY :- The 01803
Jhansi-Lucknow Jn special train
will remain cancelled on
December 19, 20, 26 and 27
and January 2, 3, 9, 10, 16, 17,
23, 24, 30 and 31, 2021 (every
Saturday and Sunday). The
01804 Lucknow Jn - Jhansi spe-
cial train will remain cancelled
on December 19, 20, 26 and 27
and January 2, 3, 9, 10, 16, 17,
23, 24, 30 and 31, 2021 (every
Saturday and Sunday).
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Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner Raj

Shekhar carried out a raid at
the offices of the Jal Nigam gen-
eral manager and chief engi-
neer and found 90 per cent
officials and 70 per cent staff
absent.

He sought an explanation
from the incharge chief engi-
neer for reaching office 20
minutes late and directed that
show cause notices be issued to
the absentee officials and staff. 

He also directed the offi-
cials concerned that the salary
of these absent officials and

staff be stopped for the current
month till a final decision was
taken in this regard.

The divisional commis-
sioner reached the offices of Jal
Nigam general manager and
chief engineer at dot 10:15 am
and found them absent. He said
what was more shocking was
that 12 officials out of 14 were
absent and 36 staff members
out of 52 were absent. 

He then collected data
from the office and got entries
in the attendance registers done
in his presence. The official not
found in the chief engineer’s
office included executive engi-
neers, project engineers, assis-

tant engineers.
He said the raids were part

of the drive as directed by the
state government to regularly
check the presence of officials
and employees in their respec-
tive offices.

Shekhar said show cause
notices had been issued to all
absentee officials and staff. 

He was apprised by the
chief engineer that a few engi-
neers were at the site but when
the divisional commissioner
inquired about the details of the
officials at the site especially on
Tuesday morning, the incharge
chief engineer was unable to
provide the necessary and rel-

evant details. 
The divisional commis-

sioner found that no field visit
register was maintained in the
office.

He expressed concern over
the poor upkeep and mainte-
nance of records. 

He directed the incharge
chief engineer to ensure scien-
tific and proper record keeping
and maintenance in the upkeep
of the records. 

He warned the officials
that in one month’s time it
should be done and the pic-
tures and videos should be sub-
mitted to the commissionerate.
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Chief Medical Officer Dr AK
Mishra on Tuesday said

that preparations had been
made for the launch of
COVID-19 vaccination drive
in the district.

He said a two-day training
had been imparted by the spe-
cial team through video con-
ferencing. He said the Lucknow
team was satisfied and had
given a nod for the vaccination
drive in Kanpur Nagar. 

He said the moment the
vaccine reached the city, the
drive would take off without
any further delay. 

He said the two-day special
training held at the NIC audi-
torium had come to an end.

He said the preparation for
the storage of vaccine had been
completed and assured that a
foolproof cold chain was going
to be maintained. 

He said the vaccine would
be stored in perfect tempera-
ture at the cold storage while
those in transit would be placed
in special boxes meant to keep
the vaccine safe and maintain
its cold chain. 

He said as per the World
Health Organisation represen-
tatives in India, special care had
to be taken after administering
the vaccine to an individual. He
said although there were
remote chances of reaction of
the vaccine, yet as per the
directive, four centres had been
set up in the city which would
attend to the vaccinated person
in case there was any reaction. 

The CMO said the four
centres were Ursula Hospital,
KPM Hospital, Kanshiram
Hospital while LLR Hospital
had been set up as a tertiary
centre and a special trained
team of doctors would always
be available there to attend to
any reaction case.

He said special directive
had been issued to the four
centres to keep a big stock of
anti-allergy injections and
medicines so that in an emer-
gency it could be adminis-
tered to the patient. 

He said directive had also
been issued to keep 10 properly
equipped ambulances ready.
He said each ambulance must
have one doctor, one nurse, a
pharmacist and a ward boy.

The CMO said that the
indigenous vaccination trial
had entered the third phase and
the vaccines were being given
at Prakhar Hospital. He added
that till date 500 volunteers had
been vaccinated and none of
them had shown even minor
reaction. 
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Kanpur Nagar reported 72
more coronavirus positive

cases on Tuesday evening.
Chief  Medical Officer Dr Anil
K Mishra said that 72 more
people had tested positive for
coronavirus infection between
Monday evening and Tuesday
evening taking the tally of
confirmed cases to 31,591
cases. He said that 8 patients
were  discharged from hospi-
tal. He said two COVID-19
deaths in the city were
reported  till Tuesday  evening
keeping the death toll to 803.
The CMO said  at present 719
active cases were undergoing
treatment. Dr Mishra said
4293 samples were sent for
testing in the city.
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Kanpur Nagar District
Magistrate Alok Tiwari

said a special drive be launched
to free the encroached gov-
ernment lands and strict action
be taken against the land
sharks. 

Chairing the Sampoorna
Samadhan Diwas at
Ghatampur on Tuesday, the
district magistrate also
expressed concern over the
pending complaints and direct-
ed the officials concerned to
dispose of all the complaints in
one week’s time and upload the
action on the IGRS portal.

He said if the issues were
being settled then the officials
should ensure that there was no
compromise on quality. 

He said all the complaints
which were claimed to have
been settled as per norms
would have to be re-checked by
the sub-divisional magistrate of
Ghatampur.

The district magistrate said
the complaints which were
raised in Sampoorna
Samadhan Diwas should be put
up on the IGRS portal so that
there was increased trans-
parency. 

He warned the officials

that laxity would not be toler-
ated and the issues had to be
settled within the stipulated
time frame. He said there were
many complaints on which
nothing had been done so far
and directed that all such pend-
ing complaints be taken up on
priority and disposed of. 

He said proper information
should be given to the com-

plainant as to what had been
done and what needs to be
done to ensure that the issue
was finally closed.

DIG Parminder Singh
heard the complaints related to
crime and directed the SHOs
concerned to ensure that the
complaints were immediately
attended to and if there was any
pressure and threat on the

complainant it should be
brought to the notice of the
authorities. He warned the
officials that there should be no
delay in taking action on the
complaints which came up
during the Sampoorna
Samadhan Diwas. A total of 62
complaints came up in the
camp and were settled there
itself. 
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The Kanpur Nagar Nigam’s
enforcement squad

removed encroachments from
Irrigation department’s land
in Kalyanpur police station
area on Tuesday. All the
encroachments and illegal
pucca constructions were bull-
dozed by the KNN team.

Heavy police force and
PAC personnel were present to
deal with the protesters. 

Showing a copy of the high
court orders to ACM (VI),
counsel for residents, Mehar
Deep Chaurasia, said nobody
would be evicted and status
quo would be maintained till
the finalisation of a government
policy. On this, ACM (VI)
said this high court order was
relating to encroachment from
Chhapera Pulia to JK Temple
whereas his team was remov-
ing the illegal possessions from
Kalyanpur to Chhapera Pulia
as per the orders from senior

officers. 
It may be recalled that

hundreds of people had
encroached on the canal patri
land of the Irrigation and made
permanent constructions on it. 

When the squad ordered to
remove the illegal construc-
tions in the absence of ACM
and Kalyanpur SHO, the resi-
dents squatted before the JCB
and staged protest.
Immediately, Kalyanpur SHO
Ajay Seth reached the spot
and took the squad members to
task. He said the drive should
have been started in the pres-
ence of ACM and local police
head. 

YOUTH COMMITS SUI-
CIDE: Upset by his prolonged
illness and financial hardships,
a youth committed suicide by
hanging himself at his in-laws’
house in Jalaun on Tuesday
morning. The youth was iden-
tified as Shailendra Yadav (30),
son of Rajendra Yadav of
Amauli village in Maharajpur

police station area. 
He was married to Sadhana

of Narainpur in Jalaun about
four years ago and at present he
was suffering from cronic dis-
ease. He was living at his in-
laws’ place for the past one year.

According to reports, on
Tuesday morning, when all
the family members went to
work in the field, he hanged
himself. 

ELECTROCUTED : A
five-year old boy was electro-
cuted when he came in contact
with a power transformer in
Chakeri police area on Tuesday
afternoon. He was identified as
Aryan (5), son of e-rickshaw-
puller Jitendra Kumar of Sanjay
Nagar, Jajmau. 

While playing outside,
Aryan he moved towards the
power transformer and sud-
denly got stuck to it and
received severe burns. He was
rushed to a private hospital
where doctors pronounced him
dead. 

TWO WOMEN ROB
GOLD RING FROM JEW-
ELLERY SHOP : Two women
tricksters stole a gold ring
worth Rs.30,000 from a jew-
ellery shop in Sabzi Mandi in
Barra police station area. 

The CCTV footage showed
them stealing the ring. 

In his complaint to the
police, jeweller Ramu Soni of
Barra said on Saturday, two
women visited his shop to buy
a ring. Ramu said he showed
several rings to the two women
to select one of their choice but
after some time, they left the
shop saying that none of the
rings were of their choice. 

The jeweller said that after
the departure of the two
women, when he checked the
weight of the ring box, it was
less. In the CCTV footage,
one of the women was found
putting on the ring in her fin-
ger. Ramu said the missing ring
weighed 5 grams and was
worth around Rs 30,000. 

.
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Kanpur Development
Authority is going to

organise a 3-day grievance
redressal camp at its premises
from December 16 to 18. 

Senior officers will hear the
problems of the allottees and
other people relating to free-
hold, illegal construction, reg-
istry, mutation, layout, posses-
sion, allotment and alternative
plot and resolve them on the
spot. For the solution of other
problems, they will fix a time
limit for their disposal. 

It may be recalled that
during the recent KDA Board
meeting, Divisional
Commissioner Raj Shekhar
had directed the development
authority to organise griev-
ance redressal camps.
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In a blow to the financial
health of Punjab, Haryana,

Himachal Pradesh and Jammu
and Kashmir, the farmers
protest has resulted in daily loss
of �3,500 crore. This means
these States reported to have
incurred over �70,000 crore
due to the ongoing protest. A
traders body in Delhi has esti-
mated over �5,000 crore loss
while the Northern Railway has
incurred losses worth roughly
�2,000-�2,400 crores due to the
ongoing farmers’ protest. 

According to top industry
and commerce federations, a
daily loss of �3,000 crore to
3,500 crore is resulting in
economies of the region from
the value chain and transport
disruption because of protests.
They said the detours due to
blockades of highways are lead-
ing to 50 per cent more time
and distance for movement of
goods that can lead to 8-10 per
cent increase in logistics costs,
thus leading to rise in prices of
daily items and essentials.

‘’The size of the combined
economies of Punjab, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh and J&K is
about �18 lakh crore. With the
ongoing farmers’ agitation and
blockade of roads, toll plazas
and railways, the economic
activities have come to a halt,”
said ASSOCHAM President
Niranjan Hiranandan said on
Tuesday. Assocham urged the
Government and farmers’
organisations to resolve the
impasse over the new agri-laws
as the disruption caused by
farmers’ protests was resulting
in a huge daily loss. 

Though the economies of
Punjab, Haryana and Himachal
Pradesh are predominantly
based on agriculture and hor-
ticulture, several industries like
food processing, cotton textiles,
automobile, farm machinery,

IT have become their lifeline.
Besides, vibrant services sectors
including tourism, trading,
transport and hospitality, have
added to the strength of the
regions, known for their enter-
prising farmers, entrepreneurs
and innovators.

While the Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII) said the
disruption in supply chain and
logistics due to the agitation by
farmers in many parts of India
will have a bearing on the
economy over the coming days
and may impinge the ongoing
recovery from the economic
contraction due to Covid-19
pandemic.

The CII said the farmers’
protests, which have intensified
over the past couple of weeks,
have led to obstruction of traf-
fic and road blockades across
multiple checkpoints in the
northern states of Delhi-NCR,
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh and Rajasthan, and in
smaller measure, in many other
States. 

As per the estimates, the
impact of the agitation is more
acute for industries in hilly
regions of Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, and Jammu and
Kashmir which are dependent
on transport of the goods 
by road.

There are fears that the
uncertainty around the trans-
portation of farm products to
the major markets of Delhi-
NCR could lead to significant
losses to the farm sector in
these States.

During winters, tourism
sector is a major revenue and
livelihood source in these con-
tiguous States. But there is
apprehension that the farmers’
protest is likely to adversely
impact the sector this winter.
The period from December to
March is critical due to the
vacation period and the snow-
fall in the mountains.
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The Government on Tuesday
said that Covid-19 cases

and deaths are declining in
India which is “a very reassur-
ing trend”, but cautioned the
citizens not to let their guard
down as an overwhelming pro-
portion of the country’s popu-
lation is still “very very suscep-
tible” to the virus and the sit-
uation may escalate unexpect-
edly.

“While there is a continu-
ous increasing trend in Covid-
19 cases and deaths globally,
particularly in America and
Europe and the situation in the
world is becoming worrisome,
in contrast the scene in India
is satisfying as the cases and
deaths are declining,” Dr V K
Paul, member (health) at NITI
Aayog, said at a presser here.

More than 94 lakh patients
have recovered from Covid-19
in the country, while present-
ly there are only about 3.4 lakhs
active cases and it is declining
further.

“Mortality is declining and
it is well below 400 per day.

Cases have come down to
almost 22,000. This is the kind
of number we all experienced
in July. So that is very reassur-
ing. As a nation, we seem to be
now doing very well.

“We are saving lives. But
remember, this cannot be taken
for granted. An overwhelming
proportion of our population is
still very very susceptible to the
virus. And the situation can
escalate unexpectedly,” Paul
said while cautioning against
any laxity.

He further said the reassur-
ing thing is that people are say-
ing the R0 has come below one
which means the pandemic is
shrinking. “So we should be
happy about that but cautious-
ly happy,” he said as he added
that “looking at the present
global scenario, a second or
third peak may occur in India,
though it is impossible to do a
definite prediction.”

Dr Paul specially men-
tioned that Uttarakhand,
Nagaland and Himachal
Pradesh have a high proportion
of cases that needs to be con-
trolled.

Noting that Delhi has
made progress, he said, “We
congratulate the Delhi
Government as also all the
other governments who have
done so well in contributing
towards such a significant con-
trol (in cases) in recent times.”

Dr Paul, however,
expressed concern over the
Covid-19 situation in some
states like Uttarakhand,
Nagaland and Himachal
Pradesh and stated all efforts to
control the spread are being
made in collaboration with
these governments.

Union Health Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan said that more
than 15.55 crore tests have
been conducted so far for
detection of coronavirus infec-
tion in the country, and the
cumulative positivity rate has
declined to 6.37 while the aver-
age daily positivity rate during
last week was 3.00 per cent.

India’s Case Fatality Rate
(CFR) is also among the low-
est in the world. At present,
India’s CFR is 1.45 per cent,
whereas globally it is 2.26 per
cent, Bhushan said.
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The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has filed a prosecution

complaint (chargesheet) before
the Special Court, PMLA,
Ahmedabad against Hirak
Biotech Ltd and its directors
Pratik R Shah and Niketa
Baldevbhai Dave under
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) in a
loan default case of Ahmedabad
Peoples Cooperative Bank Ltd.

Besides Hirak Biotech Ltd
and its directors, Platinum
Corporation Ltd. were involved
in the siphoning of bank loan
availed from Ahmedabad
Peoples Cooperative Bank Ltd.,
the ED said.

On December 8, a provi-
sional attachment order was
issued under PMLA on identi-
fication of Proceeds of Crime in
the form of 16 plots located at
village Sachana, Taluka
Viramgam in Ahmedabad dis-
trict worth Rs 10.07 crore .
These attached assets were held
in the name of Hirak Biotech
Ltd, Ahmedabad, the agency
said. 

ED initiated investigations
under PMLA on the basis of a
charge sheet filed by CID,
Gandhinagar against various

persons for commission of
offences Indian Penal Code
Sections relating to criminal
conspiracy, criminal breach of
trust, cheating and forgery
among others.

“The said charge sheet dis-
closes that Pratik R Shah in con-
spiracy with other accused
fraudulently availed loan/over-
draft facility against FDs from
the bank and also increased
overdraft limit without any res-
olution and withdrew beyond
the overdraft limit without any
security. In this manner the
accused defaulted the loan sanc-
tioned by APCBL and thereby
causing loss of �25.25 crore to
the bank, it said. 

Investigation under PMLA
revealed that accused Shah and
Niketa Baldevbhai Dave, direc-
tors of Hirak Biotech Ltd. tried
to transfer/dispose off 16 plots
held in the name of Hirak
Biotech Ltd. Accused Dave, was
arrested on October 13 this year
and is in judicial custody. Now,
after attachment of the Proceeds
of Crime to the tune of �10.07
crore, Prosecution Complaint
has been filed before the Special
Judge for confiscation of the
attached assets apart from
awarding punishment to the
accused persons, it added.
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Former Congress president Rahul
Gandhi on Tuesday alleged that for

the Modi Government, crony capital-
ists are “best friends” and protesting
farmers are Khalistanis. His attack on
the Government comes at a time when
thousands of farmers have been protest-
ing for more than two weeks on the bor-
ders of Delhi, demanding withdrawal of
three new farm laws.

“For Modi Govt: Dissenting stu-
dents are anti-nationals. Concerned cit-
izens are urban naxals. Migrant labour-
ers are Covid carriers. Rape victims are
nobody. Protesting farmers are
Khalistani. And crony capitalists are best
friends,” Rahul Gandhi said in a tweet.

Farmers are protesting against the
Farmers (Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement of Price
Assurance and Farm Services Act,
Farmers Produce Trade and Commerce
(Promotion and Facilitation) Act, and
the Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Act.

Enacted in September, the three
farm laws have been projected by the
Central Government as major reforms
in the agriculture sector that will
remove the middlemen and allow farm-
ers to sell anywhere in the country.

However, the protesting farmers
have expressed apprehension that the
new laws would pave the way for elim-
inating the safety cushion of Minimum
Support Price and do away with the
mandi system, leaving them at the

mercy of big corporates.
Senior Congress leader and a for-

mer Finance Minister, P Chidambaram,
asked the government to repeal the new
agri laws, which have sparked protest by
farmers, and bring in a fresh bill after
reaching an agreement with the agitat-
ing peasants. The farmers’ agitation
against the three agriculture laws has
reached almost a month, with many of
them sitting in the cold and blocking
traffic on the national highways around
Delhi. “Government should climb down
from its high horse and reach an agree-
ment with the farmers quickly,”
Chidambaram said on Twitter. “The
simple way forward is to Repeal the pre-
sent laws and Re-enact a new law based
on the agreement. Repeal and Re-
enactment is a well-known legislative
tool,” he also said.

The former finance minister said it
is obvious that any agreement between
farmers and the government will nec-
essarily require a new bill to be passed
by Parliament. “It is shocking that
after 20 days of farmers’ protests in the
bitter winter of Delhi, the government
continues to stick to the ‘no repeal’
stand,” he also said.

Opposition parties have also
appealed to President Ram Nath
Kovind to intervene and ensure the
laws are withdrawn. The Government
has been defending the laws, saying
they will open new market avenues for
farmers and raise their incomes, besides
ushering in new technologies in the 
sector. 
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New Delhi (PNS): The National Testing Agency
on Tuesday (NTA) announced that the first ses-
sion of the Joint Entrance Exam Main (JEE Main)
2021 will take place from February 22 to 25, 2021.
As per the NTA notification the registration for
JEE Main 2021 started on Tuesday. NTA has made
multiple changes to the engineering entrance exam

to ensure its smooth conduct and to facilitate stu-
dents who have studied under different state boards
that may have altered their syllabi due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The JEE Main 2021 will be
held in 13 languages -- English, Hindi, Assamese,
Bengali, Gujarati, Kannada, Marathi, Malayalam,
Odia, Punjabi, Tamil, Telugu and Urdu.

����� ��������	

Observing that COVID-19 has affect-
ed normal life since March and

children did not had the opportunity to
attend classes, the Supreme Court on
Tuesday directed all the States to pro-
vide �2,000 a month for the education
of each child who was in a child care
institution (CCI) and has now been
restored to his or her family during the
pandemic.

The apex court was told that
2,27,518 children were in CCIs when the
COVID-19 pandemic started and
1,45,788 have been restored with their
families or guardians.

Taking note of the plight of children
who are residing in CCIs during pan-

demic period, the top court stressed on
the need to provide them requisite infra-
structure for education and said that
states should ensure that required num-
ber of teachers are made available to
teach them. 

A bench headed by Justice L
Nageswara Rao also said state govern-
ments should provide necessary infra-
structure, including books and sta-
tionery, to CCIs for the online classes
of children living there on the basis of
recommendation from district child
protection units within 30 days.

The top court said that it might be
necessary for the states to nominate a
teacher for a batch of 20-25 children in
CCIs so that they could get education
during the pandemic time.

���"����	�"������ �*���"�

Amid reports that the
Ministry of Home Affairs

could send a notice to Bengal
Chief Secretary Alapan
Bandopadhyay seeking clarifi-
cations as to why the three IPS
officers requisitioned on
Central deputation were not
released by the State
Government, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Tuesday
called the BJP a party of dacoits
and slammed it for subverting
federal norms.

The three IPS officers ---
an IGP, a DIG and an SP-
ranked officers --- in question
were in charge of BJP nation-
al president JP Nadda’s securi-
ty when his convoy was
attacked by alleged Trinamool
Congress men on December 10
while he was going to attend a
meeting at Diamond Harbour.

“The security remains on
high alert whenever there is a
VVIP movement … but one
has also to explain why there
would 50 vehicles in the VVIP’s
convoy and why vehicles of
criminals including a convict-
ed person should follow him,”
Banerjee said at a rally in
Jalpaiguri in North Bengal.

Wondering as to why the
Central Government would
interfere in law and order mat-
ters which was exclusively a

59� ����!��'������������#���
State subject Banerjee said it
went against the federal norms.
“The question is why should
the Central Home Ministry call
IPS officers of a State cadre on
deputation without the State’s
permission … why the State
Government should be coerced
to release the said officers,” she
asked. The Bengal Chief

Secretary and Director General
of Police had skipped an
appearance in the Home
Ministry after being sum-
moned by it. This apart the
State administration also failed
to release the three IPS officers
--- in charge of Nadda’s secu-
rity --- called on central 
deputation.



Rebel News, a Canadian
far right news network,
has obtained 34 pages
of documents called
‘China Files’ establish-

ing that Canada has been training
the Chinese People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) in cold-weather war-
fare at its military institution in
Kingston, bases in Ontario and at
the Canadian Forces College,
Toronto. Further, it sent to China
flag-rank Canadian officers to
teach PLA officers tactics and
techniques in high-altitude fight-
ing. Nearly 200 Canadian soldiers
participated in the October 2019
World Military Games at Wuhan
and Canadian sailors and naval
ships celebrated the PLA Navy’s
70th Raising Day at Qindhao.
Defence and security relations
between the countries were par-
ticularly active during 2018-19
despite the Chinese taking two
Canadian civilians hostage. It
seems that the Canadian
Government under Premier Justin
Trudeau was keen to maintain
warm relations and not to dis-
please the Chinese overlooking
objections raised by the Trump
Administration over unintended
consequences of transfer of
knowledge and information to the
Chinese though Canada’s Five
Eyes partners were not perturbed.

The news network obtained
redacted documents, some classi-
fied secret and for Canadian eyes
only, 19 months after it sought
them on a Freedom of
Information request but as the
documents were not properly
redacted, they were legible. When
there was resistance to implement-
ing the exchange programmes —
the Chief of Defence Staff put on
hold one joint section-level exer-
cise in winter warfare in Canada
— orders were given that no
training was to be suspended
without consulting the Chief of
Privy Council. These documents,
made public last week, clearly tell
India that the Chinese had been
preparing for high-altitude war-
fare since 2018-19 — especially in
the winter of 2019 — and have
received training, expertise and
equipment from Canadian
Defence Forces during bilateral
military exchanges in China and
Canada. The Trudeau
Government’s record of sensitiv-
ity towards India’s security con-
cerns has at best been lax, given
that its Defence Minister and
Leader of the Opposition are
both Khalistani sympathisers.

These revelations fit in neatly
with the US-China Economic,

Security Review Commission
report of December 1 which
describes the eight-month-long
India-China standoff along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) as
the most severe border 
crisis in decades and accuses
China of planning the Galwan
clash with the blessings of
Defence Minister Gen Weng
Fei. Two weeks before the clash,
Global Times warned that India
would suffer a devastating 
blow if it got involved in the 
US-China rivalry. The report
notes that while the “Chinese
Government might deem its
Ladakh venture to acquire ter-
ritory a success, it failed to dis-
suade India from building infra-
structure or aligning with the
US, where results have been
counterproductive”. The Indian
Government, though, has
denied both loss of any 
territory or alignment with the
US. Although no clinching evi-
dence was presented in the
report, tell-tale signs were there
that China was working to a
premeditated grand design of
forcibly altering the LAC in
Ladakh for which preparations
had started in mid-2019, if 
not earlier, as the ‘China Files’
indicate. These predate the
Mahabalipuram/Chennai 
summit and are akin to Prime
Minister AB Vajpayee’s historic
Lahore visit coinciding 
with Gen Musharraf ’s plan-
ning of Kargil.

Lies and deceit are
ingrained in the Chinese
Communist Party and PLA’s

psyche. Foreign Minister S
Jaishankar has said that the
Chinese have given India five
differing explanations for
deploying large forces along the
LAC. In its latest response to
Jaishankar speaking at a virtu-
al session with Sydney-based
Lowy Institute where he blamed
China for the standoff and
breakdown in relations, Beijing
Foreign Office repeated its
standard response: “The mer-
its of the situation are very clear.
India is totally responsible for
the situation.” The standoff has
hit an impasse with no prospect
of any thaw this winter; the
Chinese and Indian tanks are
just 20 metres apart near
Kailash range. The Chinese
cancelled the joint release of a
stamp on the 70th anniversary
of bilateral relations. The date
for the ninth military dialogue
has not been communicated by
Beijing and while channels of
communication remain in sus-
pended animation, both sides
are talking at each other.

Russia, which enjoys the
best of relations with both
India and China, has entered
the fray not in helping to break
the logjam but adding fuel 
to the fire by accusing the 
West of “anti-China games”.
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
set the cat among the pigeons
by saying that the western pow-
ers were promoting Indo-
Pacific Strategy and
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue
to engage India in anti-China
games and also trying to under-

mine Russia’s partnership with
India. His remarks were direct-
ed at the US which has been
threatening India with sanc-
tions under the Countering
America’s Adversaries Through
Sanctions Act (CAATSA) for
the purchase of $5.4 billion
S400 air defence system from
Russia. This is a direct challenge
to India’s strategic autonomy
and one of the sticking points
in the India-US Defence
Partnership on which the
Trump Administration
remained discreetly silent.

Although India is still sit-
ting on the fence in deference
to China, it has indicated to
Beijing both in words and
deeds the options available to it
for crossing the Rubicon. US
Democratic lawmaker Mark
Warner, speaking last week at
the Hindustan Times
Leadership Summit, said: “India
should join a ‘Coalition of the
Willing’ with the US and other
democracies to confront China’s
model of State-sponsored
authoritarian capitalism.” Just as
Trudeau wants to be nice to
China, India does not wish to
offend Beijing as it cannot
independently deter Chinese
coercion on the Himalayan
frontiers due to conspicuous
power asymmetry.

Jaishankar’s continuing
reliance on diplomacy stems
from ground reality and realpoli-
tik. When asked by a journalist
about India’s reaction to Chinese
intrusions being diplomatic
rather than a pushback, he

rebutted that “there has been an
enormous military response in
our force deployment”, deflect-
ing the initial omissions of any
counteractions following
delayed detection of intrusions.
The Government is making a
virtue of necessity in its counter-
deployment. In the same inter-
view, he said the standoff could
go the Sumdorong Chu way
(1986) which took nine years to
resolve. But then while the
geopolitical context and limited
scale of deployment were vast-
ly different, India was tactically
in a commanding position hav-
ing surrounded the PLA intru-
sion at Wangdung which was
beyond the Indian limit of
patrolling. Still Wangdung was
an Intelligence lapse!

The Intelligence and oper-
ational failures on the LAC this
year are compounded by the
Rebel News revelations of the
Chinese getting winter warfare
training from the Canadian
armed forces in 2018-19. In a
similar situation in 1984, India
got a tip-off that Pakistan was
buying snow clothing in Europe
and pre-emptively occupied
Siachen. The last GOC Ladakh
Sub-Area, Maj Gen Yash Mor
who was there at the time of
intrusions, lamented this week
about “our repeated failures to
read Intelligence”.

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander, IPKF
South, Sri Lanka, and founder
member of the Defence Planning
Staff, currently the Integrated
Defence Staff)
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Sir — This refers to the editorial
‘Now, hunger strike’ (December
15). The protests against the agrar-
ian laws represent a significant
movement in mass political mobil-
isation in India. The Government,
on the other hand, believes that the
movement has been taken over by
“political” elements.

While the movement’s
strengths are clear, the problem with
it is not too much of politics but too
little of it. Politics entails different
elements and agitation is only one
of them. Good politics also involves
the ability to negotiate, reconcile the
demands of a movement with the
possibilities of what can be attained,
recognition of the balance of power,
and when to declare victory. This
element of politics is missing in the
movement. Once the protests esca-
lated and the Government had no
choice but to engage and offer con-
cessions, good political leadership
among the protesters would have
meant leveraging the movement. 

But no group wants to be seen
as “compromising” for fear of being
seen as “sold out” to the
Government or corporates or has
the courage to tell the farmers that
the deal on offer is reasonable.

N Sadhasiva Reddy
Bengaluru
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Sir — It refers to the Health
Ministry unexpectedly opposing
the much-required two-child
norm when, in an affidavit filed in
the Supreme Court, the Ministry
stated that any such step could be
counter-productive leading to
demographic distortions. 

The absence of any such pol-

icy is leading to a fast-changing
demography in the country where
the population of a particular
minority community is increasing
at a faster rate and thus decreas-
ing the population percentage of
the majority community. 

At least the incentives given
for small families should be
replaced by disincentives for larg-
er families. All Government facil-

ities — including reservation ben-
efits, freebies, subsidies,
Government jobs and
service/promotions — may be
auto-terminated on the birth of
the third child in a family. Such
parents should be barred not
only from the right to contest elec-
tions but also the right to vote.

Subhash Chandra Agrawal
New Delhi
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Sir — The great English novelist
John Le Carre, whose real name
was David Cornwell and who
passed away recently aged 89, 
will probably be known as the
greatest spy writer of any era, 
anywhere.

Before him, it was Ian Fleming
and his flamboyant spy character
James Bond, who ruled the roost.
Le Carre was a wholly different
story, no bang-bang stuff but 
provoking reflection. Le Carre’s
intricate plots came from the Cold
War, in which for a time he was
himself a participant as a junior
British spy. Le Carre shunned lit-
erary awards and State honours.

When the Cold War ended, he
wrote grippingly, fluently and with
understated eloquence, following
his deep on-location research
about the drug trade, big pharmas
and torture in the wake of
America’s questionable interven-
tions in Iraq and its ‘war on terror’.

He was among the rare breed
of writers whose characters
teetered on the fine line between
right-wrong and good-bad.

Shovanlal Chakraborty
Kolkata
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Azhar A Khan
Rampur
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The Narendra Modi-led Union Government is
cracking the whip on tax evaders in the coun-
try to ramp up Goods and Services Tax (GST)

collections. Nationwide raids by the Directorate-
General of GST Intelligence unearthed 4,586 fake
entities registered under the GST regime.
Countrywide 132 people were arrested in 1,430 cases
related to illegally availing or passing on of bogus
Input Tax Credit. Plus, more than six months’ default
in filing monthly tax returns led to the cancellation
of GST registrations of 1,63,042 entities.

Tax evasion in the country is rampant and strong
anti-evasion measures are needed as GST collections
are way below expectation and potential. This is at
a time when the economy of the nation, which was
already in the red, has taken a crippling blow due
to the Coronavirus pandemic. The Government,
which is trying to combat the pandemic, needs all
the money that it can garner to keep the anti-COVID
momentum going.

The Lok Sabha was informed in March that GST
evasion of �70,207 crore had been detected between
July 2017 and January this year, of which �34,591
crore had been recovered. The Directorate-General
of Analytics and Risk Management has identified
over 12,900 business entities suspected of availing
Input Tax Credit since July 2017 through bogus
invoices worth over �1,00,000 crore till March this
year.

Collection from taxes subsumed in the GST was
about six per cent of the Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) in 2016-17. In contrast, the GST collections
to GDP ratio was 6.25 per cent in 2018-19 and six
per cent in 2019-20. GST collections were about
�7,40,650 crore in 2017-18, �11,77,370 crore in 2018-
19 and �12,22,131 crore in 2019-20.

GST collections were about �32,000 crore and
�62,000 crore during April and May. The next four
months saw an average collection of �90,000 crore
per month, which improved to �1,05,000 crore per
month in the last two months, showing a robust
recovery.

If the GDP at factor cost (proxy for the total base
of indirect taxes) is assumed to be �160 lakh crore
and 60 per cent of this GDP pays an average GST
of 15 per cent, the GST revenue should be �1,20,000
crore per month. Obviously, at the moment, the GST
revenue is below expectations and its potential.

The Centre and State Governments across the
country are taking steps to overcome resistance to
formalisation and digitalisation, rationalisation of
GST rates and curbing tax evasion through claims
of fake or excess Input Tax Credits, misinvoicing or
undocumented sales. The GST system includes cer-
tain checks on tax evasion like mandatory audits,
matching of returns, E-Way Bills, reverse charge
mechanism and invoice matching. These are being
gradually introduced. To check the practice of set-
ting up shell firms for fraud, the Government has
mandated Aadhaar authentication for GST registra-
tion. The GST law permits deemed registration 21
days after an application is filed. Authorities will now
physically inspect and verify entities obtaining
deemed GST registration without Aadhaar.

Ever since the Economic Administration
Reforms Commission, chaired by LK Jha in 1984,
highlighted how 80 per cent of Excise manpower
then guarded gates of low revenue yielding facto-
ries, tax administration in India has been moving
away from physical controls to self-assessment.
However, the truth is that a trust-based tax assess-
ment system is effective only when there is the deter-
rence of test checks and fear of penal action on detec-
tion of breach of faith in test checks. 

Otherwise, the tax system will be no different
than managing the collection boxes placed in reli-
gious places. Since tax inspectors no longer guard

gates of factories and godowns the E-Way
Bills system was rolled out in April 2018
to track the movement of taxable goods.
This also reduces Income Tax evasion by
transporters as they need to get registered.
Capturing the vehicle registration num-
bers into a trackable IT system, the E-Way
Bills and the FASTag system help check
other malpractices. For instance, in the
Bihar fodder scam, the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) detected that cer-
tain vehicles supposedly used for fodder
transport were actually registered two-
wheelers, proving fake procurement.

Officials have found lakhs of E-Way
Bills being cancelled within a few hours,
indicating undocumented delivery to
intra-city or nearby destinations or mul-
tiple trips being made against a single E-
Way Bill to transport excess undeclared
goods. To curb misuse, E-Way Bills are
now being integrated with the FASTag sys-
tem being used for electronic collection
of tolls on National Highways and the
Vahan database, too.

There have been instances where
unscrupulous dealers have used fake
invoices for inputs not received to claim
undue Input Tax Credit. Such invoices
don’t have any corresponding supply of
goods/services or not to the full extent and
do not involve actual payment of GST on
them. This practice also leads to defraud-
ing of banks by exaggerating turnovers and
money laundering.

The July 2019 CAG report on GST,
expressed concern over the continuing
delay in the full invoice matching system
which has made the system prone to Input
Tax Credit frauds. The system was intend-
ed to be designed based on 100 per cent
invoice-matching to ensure system-veri-
fied Input Tax Credit, correct settlement
of the Integrated Goods and Services Tax
and for minimising direct human inter-
face with assessees. After full automation
is adopted by taxpayers, even “assessment”
as understood in the manual system may

no longer be necessary. The tax returns can
be generated by a system that matches
invoices. 

Tax evasion can be detected by apply-
ing analytical tools and Artificial
Intelligence to the massive data that
crores of invoices generate. In fact, the GST
system should reach the same maturity in
terms of providing visibility of Input Tax
Credit as is now available for verification
and tracing of TDS/TCS credits by
Income Tax assesses. 

One common problem, especially for
small businesses, is that the GST system
is not designed to distinguish a sale on full
upfront payment and a sale on credit and
a sale on Equated Monthly Installments.
Why force a seller to pay GST even before
he gets paid for the supplies? Even allow-
ing quarterly filing of GST returns with
monthly payments does not address this
problem. 

Small businesses selling to big buyers,
including governments and Public Sector
Undertakings, routinely face payment
delays though some progress has been
made recently. It would be desirable if in
a GST2.0 upgrade, a receipt-based GST
system can be implemented where the
GST would be payable to the Treasury
only on receipt of full or pro rata payment
for the supplied goods/services. One the-
oretical option to implement this, at least
for small businesses, could be to allow
them to opt for Cash Accounting rather
than Accrual Accounting. However, that
will create problems when they grow and
have to leave the small business tag. A bet-
ter option will be to introduce payment
tracking, whose benefits will go beyond
the GST sphere in checking defaults and
delinquencies.

It is a creditable achievement that the
number of registered businesses under
taxes subsumed in the GST has increased
from 72 lakh to 1.28 crore, despite signif-
icant de-registrations due to increased
thresholds for registration and voluntary

deregistration by some Central Excise-
exempt units located in the Himalayan/
North Eastern States whose business
became unviable under the destination-
based GST. Some 82 lakh registered sell-
ers filed detailed returns for November
and over 20 lakh GST taxpayers opting for
the Composition Scheme are exempt from
filing detailed returns. As a taxpayer  facil-
itation measure, almost 94 lakh small GST
taxpayers are now allowed quarterly fil-
ing of return with monthly payment.

The GST rate rationalisation is also on
course. Almost 99 per cent of all com-
modities are now taxed with GST at the
rate of 18 per cent or lower. Consumers
tend to compare GST rates with erstwhile
Sales Tax/Value Added Tax (VAT) rate not
realising the basic fact that the GST sub-
sumes Central Excise which has been hid-
den in the price of products on which VAT
was applied. When the invisible Central
Excise and other taxes are subsumed in the
visible GST, it is bound to be seen high-
er than VAT. 

For instance, the pre-GST taxation of
goods was a typical standard VAT at the
rate of 14.5 per cent, Central Excise at the
rate of 12.5 per cent and CST at the rate
of four per cent. With the cascading effect
of tax on tax, the total levy paid by the end
consumer was over 30 per cent. Inclusion
of petroleum products in GST, if neces-
sary by adjusting non-GST taxes like
Customs duty, allowing Input Tax Credit
across full value addition chains, further
lowering of rates with continuing strict
action against tax frauds can make GST
more acceptable and yield more revenues.

Digitalisation and formalisation of
businesses poses some short-term costs
and hassles, but it is inevitable and it alone
holds the promise of giving long-awaited
justice to the overtaxed. GST rates can
come down when compliance improves
for this grand tax reform.

(The writer is former Special Secretary,
Ministry of Commerce and Industry)
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The last few months of the outgo-
ing Trump Administration were
very hectic, especially seen from

the foreign policy perspective. In an
otherwise turbulent and highly-frag-
ile four years of the Trump presiden-
cy marked by foreign policy disasters,
the last six months were landmark vis-
à-vis Trump’s West Asia policy. In early
August, the Trump administration
oversaw the signing of the Abraham
accords which are a series of peace-
cum-normalisation agreements
between Israel with three Arab States,

namely Bahrain, the UAE and Sudan. 
However, one issue that remains

unaddressed that can have ubiquitous
ramifications for peace and stability in
West Asia and the Middle East is the
two-State solution. The normalisation
agreements have covertly sidelined the
issue of the Palestinians.

Transformation of West Asian
politics: One thing that is very clear
from the normalisation agreements
between Israel and the Gulf Arab States
is that the politics of West Asia has
undergone drastic transformation. It
will not be the same any more. Henry
Kissinger in his famous book ‘World
Order’ wrote that geopolitics and
strategic considerations triumph reli-
gious issues. 

These diplomatic agreements are
symptomatic of a Zionist-Sunni
alliance against Shia Iran. Iran finding
itself isolated is desperately trying to
find a way out of this stranglehold
because Arab-Zionist bonhomie is
clearly in the US’ strategic interest. 

To undermine the impact of the
agreements, Iran stitched a $400 bil-
lion strategic partnership with China
in late September. Iran approved
China’s access to its defence and
financial systems so much so that Iran
is now a de jure part of the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) much to India’s
chagrin. The scales appear firmly tilt-
ed in Israel’s favour however. With the
change of regime in the US, it will be
very interesting to see what happens
with the new Biden Administration.

Should it choose to follow a more
reconciliatory policy towards Iran
and think about resurrecting the Iran
nuclear accord, it would end up alien-
ating Israel and the Sunni Gulf monar-
chies. If Biden follows a hard line
towards Iran, the outcome will be a
recalcitrant Iran pursuing a virile pol-
icy using its proxies to destabilise the
entire Middle East and West Asia. In
such a context the old fissures in West
Asia will be aggravated.

No justice for Palestinians: The

result of these diplomatic agreements
was the Palestinians being left high and
dry. For decades they have been fight-
ing for the two-State solution. First,
Britain betrayed them through the
Balfour Declaration of 1916, then the
Sykes-Picot Agreement, followed by
the formation of Israel in 1948 with
utter disregard for the rights of the
Palestinian people. These agreements
have not only alienated the Palestinians
who are almost facing an existential
crisis but also point to a deeper
schism within the Muslim world.

The Palestinian cause has been
jettisoned by the Gulf monarchies who
earlier were the most vocal endorsers
of the two-State policy. In fact, the
height of irony is the volte-face by the
Gulf monarchies vis-à-vis the Israeli
occupation of West Bank. Israel
promised to postpone the building of
new settlements as a part of the recog-
nition agreement considerations but
never said anything about bringing the
construction work to a halt. The

international community gave a muted
response to all this. However, despite
the opprobrium from the UK and
Germany, Israel continues to violate
Palestinian rights. The United Nations
is powerless to act as the West calls the
shots at the world body. Perhaps it is
pretty clear that Palestinians will face
further rights violations in the coming
years.

Saudi recognition of Israel a
potential death knell?: The recent
“esoteric” meeting between Israeli and
Saudi officials and the subsequent
allowance given to Israeli flights to use
Saudi airspace, generated a new churn
in West Asian geopolitics. However,
when seen from the prism of the
Palestinian cause, it potentially signals
its death knell. The primary reason for
this is the fact that Saudi Arabia is the
core State in the Islamic world despite
the emergence of fissures in Muslim
unity, following the emergence of a
parallel grouping led by Malaysia,
Turkey and Pakistan.

The hush-hush Saudi recognition
of Israel signals a paradigm policy shift,
for it could lead to the creation of new
history and may signal a dramatic
change in the way the Jewish-Muslim
relations evolve. What, however, needs
to be remembered is that Palestinians
look up to Saudi Arabia as the only
remaining ally in their dream of a
homeland and their ally seems to be
slowly betraying them.

As of now, there appears little hope
for the Palestinian cause. The only
remedy for them is perhaps an urgent
course correction by the internation-
al community. The new liberal US
leadership under Joe Biden must pres-
surise Israel into halting all settlement
building works and ask the Jewish State
to respect Palestinian rights. If that fails,
the international community should
think about imposing sanctions on
Israel. One thing is very clear,
Palestinians have to dig in and fight for
their cause.  

(The writer is a columnist)
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Script Open High Low LTP
ICICIPRULI 485.1 490.8 478.4 479.6
BAJFINANCE 4894.9 5152.85 4868.15 5128.05
ICICIBANK 524.9 524.9 513.15 517.9
HDFC 2296.4 2357.75 2283 2350.9
VEDL 146.45 147.2 142.8 145.75
ZEEL 215.95 233.9 213.1 231.8
CANBK 123.95 124 116.4 122.15
ITC 215.35 216.3 211.55 213.4
SBIN 274.25 274.25 268.3 270.6
TATASTEEL 625.3 636.4 617.8 635.2
IDEA 10.03 10.05 9.73 9.9
BAJAJFINSV 8915 9332.95 8876 9301.85
RELIANCE 1992.9 1992.9 1961.5 1974
LT 1252.9 1252.9 1216.35 1246.3
MFSL 633 643 633 639.7
HDFCBANK 1383 1395 1365.05 1390.4
COALINDIA 143.95 144.3 140.75 143.1
HCLTECH 873.5 888.55 872.1 886.1
TATAMOTORS 176.8 179.5 173.3 178.8
MARUTI 7712 7788 7653.6 7767.75
INDUSINDBK 923 931.6 908.5 926.65
KOTAKBANK 1949.45 1958 1919.05 1950.45
SAIL 59 59 56.65 58.25
IRCTC 1497.85 1497.85 1431 1440.55
AXISBANK 615.1 615.1 602.5 606.9

TCS 2790 2795 2756 2761.2
ADANIPORTS 465.35 479.9 461.65 475.55
ONGC 102.75 102.75 99.1 100.4
INFY 1158.5 1163.7 1152.1 1154.4
DRREDDY 5059.95 5075 5010 5027.65
DLF 213 215.05 207.5 214.6
RBLBANK 234.5 237.9 228.15 237.15
CIPLA 791 798 779.85 781.7
TATAPOWER 73.45 75.4 72.55 75.15
LUPIN 950 966 942 944.15
NTPC 105.05 106.4 102.9 105.8
ULTRACEMCO 5085 5230 5072.25 5156.45
WELCORP 129.2 138.4 129.2 137.1
GMM 3745 3747.9 3682.9 3700.45
APOLLOTYRE 190 191.25 185.35 189.55
LICHSGFIN 362.95 375.2 356.05 373.9
PNB 41.5 41.5 39.7 40.55
HINDALCO 247.5 247.5 242.65 244.5
M&M 715 719.8 701.3 718.25
POWERGRID 194.45 194.45 191.4 192.85
ADANIPOWER 49.05 49.05 47.25 48.05
SUZLON 4.33 4.33 4 4.33
BHEL 36.85 36.85 35.7 36.35
UPL 444.65 449.6 437.2 448.6
IBULHSGFIN 194 194.35 183.55 192.4
EICHERMOT 2438 2487.95 2410.9 2476.65
BANKBARODA 67.5 68.1 65.55 67.15
BPCL 406.7 409 397.2 398.7
BHARTIARTL 507.8 507.8 498 504.25
SPICEJET 104 105.3 102.2 103.05
HINDPETRO* 229.05 229.75 224.3 226.4
IOC 96.45 96.45 94.35 95.4
ADANIENT 457.5 464 446.55 462.25
ESCORTS 1335.1 1355 1295.55 1334.6
TITAN 1470 1476.25 1448.6 1468.25
BANDHANBNK 414 416.7 409.25 411.8
GAIL 126.3 126.4 124.25 125.2
CONCOR 407.8 415.7 403.7 412.7
L&TFH 90.4 94.55 89.75 94.2
HAVELLS 829 868.5 827.45 864.6
SRTRANSFIN 1045.1 1101.85 1045.1 1092.65
DELTACORP 164.55 173.95 164.55 172.4
FEDERALBNK 68.9 68.9 66.7 67.4
SUNTV 489 506.1 484.7 503.25
HINDUNILVR 2369.9 2369.9 2308 2320.3
RECLTD 138.75 142.7 136.7 141.65
JINDALSTEL 266.9 274 261.45 272.9
GMRINFRA 26.5 29.1 26.5 28.9
JSWSTEEL 357.15 366.95 353.75 365.95
TATAELXSI 1598.35 1643 1587.25 1634.95
TATACHEM 510.3 510.95 500.75 503.35
APOLLOHOSP 2346 2391.7 2336 2354.8
DIVISLAB 3626.2 3650.5 3608.2 3627.4
HEROMOTOCO 3090 3136.35 3087.15 3112.55
NAUKRI 4613.35 4727.1 4613.35 4636.45
MUTHOOTFIN 1198 1210 1176 1202.45
INDIGO 1759 1759 1652 1657.9
SHREECEM 23840.95 24329.95 23734 24272.8
ASHOKLEY 95.6 96.3 94.75 94.9
BAJAJ-AUTO 3285 3348.8 3261.25 3271.55
ASIANPAINT 2535 2539.8 2502.95 2527.15
M&MFIN 170.6 178.1 169.2 177.4
BRITANNIA 3767.1 3796.5 3724.95 3762.4
BEL 118.4 119.3 117.2 118.2
BATAINDIA 1634.9 1645 1592.2 1606.9
SUNPHARMA 576.05 580 569.4 571.45

IGL 499.95 504 481 483.25
PVR 1470 1474.95 1434 1442.2
WIPRO 349.9 353.95 347.65 352.95
NMDC 116.7 117.25 113 114.9
TECHM 900 928 899 927
ADANIGREEN 1004.5 1020 999.95 1012.8
HFCL 22.3 24.8 21.75 24
ACC 1630 1638.5 1608.7 1634.35
GRASIM 917 917.95 903.8 912.5
SCI 84.55 87.8 82.5 85.9
BHARATFORG 541 562.5 538.5 552.75
AUROPHARMA 892.95 894.05 871.4 874.05
PETRONET 268.65 268.65 263.1 266.85
CADILAHC 473 475.3 465 466.5
BLISSGVS 175.75 180.95 172.7 177.75
NBCC 31.3 31.4 30.25 31.15
IDFCFIRSTB 37.75 37.9 36.85 37.7
ALKEM 2955 2955 2888.4 2896.65
MINDTREE 1434.65 1470 1393.9 1468.45
AFFLE 3708.8 3874.75 3693 3874.75
SBICARD 822 834 815 820.25
PEL 1421.15 1459.3 1388.5 1450.6
BIOCON 452.35 459.85 450.5 455.3
NESTLEIND 18500 18552.4 18135.3518191.75
VOLTAS 811.55 833.65 803.8 829.6
IDBI 41.15 43.85 40.4 42.4
TORNTPHARM 2709 2765.75 2705.6 2749.05
HDFCLIFE 662 664 645.05 651.2
INDIANB 95.9 95.9 90.3 92.7
MANAPPURAM 172.3 174.3 169.75 173.55
INFRATEL 246 248.3 244.15 246.85
GLENMARK 525.45 526.75 512 515.35
INDHOTEL 129.05 134 128 129.05
AMBUJACEM 246.55 248.05 243.1 247.55
PFIZER 5290 5300 5144.15 5254.45
PCJEWELLER 23.05 25.5 22.1 24.1
MGL 1072.05 1086 1041.7 1055.25
ITI 137 137.8 128 130.9
MOTHERSUMI 157.5 158.5 154.05 157.75
JUBLFOOD 2628.65 2661.65 2575.45 2581.75
TRENT 700 718 700 709.45
GREAVESCOT 86.75 89.9 85.65 87.7
SIEMENS 1544.25 1557.3 1529.3 1536.45
DISHTV 14.2 15 13.73 14.78
PFC 120.9 121.4 117.9 121.05
GRAPHITE 265.05 293.35 265.05 288.75
FSL 79 80.95 75.55 78.55
CUMMINSIND 612 612.55 594.5 599.6
TATACONSUM 582 582 566.25 571.6
ICICIGI 1492.9 1505.95 1450.75 1455.4
COFORGE 2503.35 2558 2490.25 2544.6
GRANULES 379.5 387.95 379.5 385.25
CYIENT 545.95 562.5 520.55 530.9
CHOLAFIN 372.65 378.35 362.95 377.05
HINDCOPPER 53.95 53.95 50.35 51.35
WOCKPHARMA 510.3 522.4 505.6 510.6
MARICO 413.75 413.75 405.45 408.4
DMART 2693 2693 2626 2637.55
PAGEIND 24010 24721 23912.1 24645.4
TVSMOTOR 486 492.25 482.5 483.9
NATIONALUM 43.05 43.15 42.2 42.95
PIDILITIND 1630 1632.95 1612.05 1620.15
CENTRALBK 15 15.11 14.66 14.71
STAR 792.65 796.45 782.5 784.55
JMFINANCIL 84 87.45 82.65 86.8
FRETAIL 80.1 80.4 78.15 78.9
HEG 889.7 892 865.7 874.15
FORTIS 153.2 159.4 153.2 158
KNRCON 316 318 310.05 312.35
INTELLECT 312 314.9 295.55 314.9
SHANKARA 347.25 391.55 346.85 358.85
RITES 258 274.7 258 272.4
BALKRISIND 1649.3 1649.6 1616.95 1629.65
APLAPOLLO 779 798 775 780.45
DEEPAKNI 881.15 886.15 865.95 880.85
DIXON 13198.95 13198.95 12771.4 13040.7
MCX 1712 1717.9 1693 1709.8
VGUARD 188 199.8 188 197.15
HDFCAMC 2830.05 2830.15 2781.05 2791.95
BAJAJCON 200.1 214 199.5 211.7
MRF 77475.8 77526.4 76888 77261
ADANITRANS 421 432.5 416.1 430.85
WHIRLPOOL 2090 2168.55 2089.05 2159.05
IFCI 10.27 10.3 9.37 9.7
DABUR 515.8 517.1 511.25 514
BAJAJHLDNG 3040 3140 3040 3118.35
CROMPTON 323 342 322.4 340.05
UNIONBANK 33.65 33.75 33.05 33.5
LALPATHLAB 2145 2194.2 2118.45 2178.35
ADANIGAS 359.05 363.7 352.1 358.25
TORNTPOWER 334.5 338 327.5 335.35
LAURUSLABS 328.4 331.45 324.05 328.3
SRF 5321.9 5325.6 5198.2 5207.75
WELSPUNIND 77.75 77.75 71.5 74.8
INOXLEISUR 289 290.4 283.5 284.2
GODREJCP 722 725 714.3 722.6
ADVENZYMES 337.35 356 337.35 348.7
IPCALAB 2227 2283.45 2208.15 2240.35
BALRAMCHIN 178 183.5 173.1 181.95
BANKINDIA 53 53 51.6 52.15
SBILIFE 855 857.8 842.45 856.35
JINDALSAW 77.5 80.75 76.5 79.6
RVNL 23.3 23.3 22.8 23.1
CHAMBLFERT 229 236.95 226 233.55
IDFC 40.65 40.75 39.55 39.8
AVANTI 550.6 557 537 541.8
GUJGAS 365 365 357.75 359.65
MRPL 37.3 37.3 36.05 36.45
MMTC 25.9 25.9 23.65 24.1

NAVINFLUOR 2500.05 2565 2500.05 2524.1
SOUTHBANK 9.68 9.68 9 9.19
NHPC 22.45 22.6 22.1 22.4
BSOFT 196 201.8 194 199.2
BEML 789.8 789.8 770 774.6
EXIDEIND 195 195.1 190.35 193.4
CASTROLIND 128.05 128.5 125.6 125.85
JKTYRE 80.15 80.35 76.15 78.15
SYNGENE 620 620 606.3 612.85
NCC 57.65 57.65 56.25 57.3
GODREJPROP 1291 1296.85 1263.6 1291.3
CUB 185.9 188.7 181.6 186.35
COLPAL 1614.5 1619 1598.45 1606.35
AUBANK 934.3 934.3 911.95 924.7
MINDACORP 93.2 95.8 91 95.3
GEPIL 309 316.4 297.9 301.65
JBCHEPHARM 1027.15 1080 1027.15 1072.8
BOSCHLTD 13100 13288.35 13100 13239.9
CANFINHOME 487.7 489 477.05 485.55
ALKYLAMINE 3900 3900 3784.45 3809.6
TRIDENT 10.01 10.06 9.72 9.81
VINATIORGA 1111.1 1136.2 1111.1 1133.15
KAJARIACER 677 683.35 670.65 675.8
CGCL 295 295.4 291.4 293.35
ASTRAZEN 4480 4480 4420 4436.8
LINDEINDIA 946 947.45 914 937
GMDCLTD 55.4 55.4 53.35 54.45
RELAXO 730.05 742 724.5 735.35
KEI 428 450 425.2 448.85
LTI 3251.95 3275.95 3221 3263.9
GNFC 244 247.85 239 243.45
ATUL 6080.4 6081.35 5951.1 5995.5
POLYCAB 1036.6 1036.6 1013.55 1016.95
SHK 120.4 123.55 114.8 116.2
GODFRYPHLP 1015 1018 992.95 997.7
ENGINERSIN 79.6 79.6 77.35 78.25
AARTIIND 1220 1226.85 1205.05 1220.85
UBL 1160.05 1165 1143.2 1157.95
SWANENERGY 131.85 132.7 128.7 130.45
HSCL 43.7 44.15 43 43.75
JUSTDIAL 617.9 622.3 607 610.55
IFBIND 1172.95 1172.95 1088.4 1120.95
RAYMOND 331.05 336.45 327.05 332.3
CHENNPETRO 111.05 111.05 107.2 108.8
HAL 888.75 888.75 867 871.3
RAIN 134.95 135.45 132.1 133.35
OIL 115.7 116.4 113.15 114.65
ASHOKA 94.8 94.8 92.85 94.55
DCBBANK 124 124 121 123.35
GALAXYSURF 1869 2045.95 1869 1994.55
ABBOTINDIA 16626 16626 16204.3516385.85
RALLIS 286.4 293 286.3 290.5
NOCIL 141.1 141.45 139.1 139.95
ABCAPITAL 91.2 92 89.3 90.75
EQUITAS 70 70.15 68.55 69.65
PTC 62.85 63.75 60.5 62.95
TV18BRDCST 31.75 31.95 30.65 31.2
CARERATING 527 545 527 538.1
INDIACEM 153 153.7 150.25 150.8
TATAMTRDVR 75.6 75.75 73.6 75.5
JAMNAAUTO 56 58.35 55.05 57.9
WABAG 217.7 217.7 206.7 211.7
HONAUT 31861.45 32081 3130031906.55
KTKBANK 58.9 58.9 57 57.6
LTTS 1830 1849.95 1826.5 1831.6
AMARAJABAT 931 946.8 930.05 943.25
PHILIPCARB 167 168.05 164.85 165.45
GODREJAGRO 525.1 530 524.75 527.4
NBVENTURES 61.7 61.7 58.55 59.75
COROMANDEL 795 797.6 783 786.8
BDL 339.3 344 337.65 339.8
DEEPAKFERT 166.65 167.45 161.55 166.35
BOMDYEING 74.2 74.2 72 73.05
MIDHANI 204 204 200.35 201.9
PRESTIGE 283.5 283.5 271.5 272.25
BERGEPAINT 687 687 675.9 684.1
ISEC 471 471 451.5 455
TATAMETALI 598 621.3 593.15 604
SUMICHEM 301.5 304.1 295.55 300
FCONSUMER 8.92 9.06 8.6 8.75
AJANTPHARM 1685 1699.85 1680 1686.45
ECLERX 812.75 826.65 804.5 817.45
RCF 56.3 57.4 55.15 56.7
TVSSRICHAK 1983 2069 1940 1962.2
JAICORPLTD 93.1 94.4 91.05 93.3
SANOFI 8024.45 8024.45 7839 7972.35
CSBBANK 216.5 221.1 212 213.8
GSFC 75.2 76.95 74.2 75.85
GODREJIND 453.9 460 446.6 458
JKLAKSHMI 352 352 340 341.15
CENTURYTEX 380 380.55 370.25 378.3
DCAL 154.9 165.25 152.6 162.7
JYOTHYLAB 144.95 144.95 141.65 142.55
SUNTECK 327 327 318 319.75
PIIND 2356.2 2369.7 2317.35 2349.6
IEX 213.65 220.3 208.7 219.1
J&KBANK 24.62 24.62 23.42 24.12
EMAMILTD 423 429.55 423 424.3
NH 399 419 390 404.7
SUNDRMFAST 558 565 551.6 557
IRCON 89.05 91.5 89.05 90.35
TAKE 46.05 46.05 44.55 45.3
SIS 455.2 474 455.2 459.2
CARBORUNIV 372.95 387.9 370.8 385.45
HINDZINC 242.55 245 242 243.25
SCHNEIDER 91.9 95.4 89.8 92.6
DBL 389.6 406 383.2 399.2
RAMCOCEM 840.25 851.65 835.4 848.95
PGHL 6700 6710 6613.15 6636.6

PARAGMILK 116.95 117 113.5 115.4
THYROCARE 1015.95 1031.05 1000.15 1013.2
VBL 914.95 922.6 902.95 919.45
SUPREMEIND 1763.45 1775 1690.05 1698.3
UFLEX 373 384.9 373 378.95
TATACOFFEE 108.95 109.35 106.5 108.75
KRBL 251.5 252.05 247.55 248.35
JKPAPER 103.85 103.85 101.8 102.45
UJJIVANSFB 38.65 39.05 38.5 38.85
UJJIVAN 289 289 279.8 285.1
COCHINSHIP 360.3 362.5 358 360.05
SPARC 189 189 183.5 184.25
OBEROIRLTY 519.25 521.8 510 512.3
METROPOLIS 1950 1984.8 1931 1957.3
ABFRL 160.2 161.9 158.95 160.15
BAJAJELEC 599.7 604.2 592 593.75
APLLTD 1087 1087.75 1068 1075.6
IBREALEST 69.75 69.75 67.2 68.45
POWERINDIA 1379.05 1399 1336.4 1360.2
HUDCO 39.95 40 39.05 39.45
FORCEMOT 1395 1395 1357 1369.35
KEC 370 375.9 367.05 370.4
NATCOPHARM 956 956 945.05 946.55
QUESS 483.75 489.05 478.05 482.4
VMART 2340.05 2415 2327.6 2355
MPHASIS 1337 1337 1311.75 1324.9
MAHSCOOTER 3607.3 3787 3607.3 3764.65
BBTC 1340 1344.6 1325 1328.15
CREDITACC 800 800 766.8 779.5
FINEORG 2494 2520 2471.7 2486.45
ALLCARGO 140.5 140.5 135 136.05
JUBILANT 811.85 818.15 804.95 814.5
REPCOHOME 255.95 255.95 243.4 244.65
GET&D 119.9 123.75 118.75 122.15
JKCEMENT 1936.35 1947.9 1911 1937.85
TATACOMM 1016.1 1044.45 1016.1 1037.85
GICRE 142.05 142.3 139.5 140.8
CERA 3183.3 3481 3183.3 3437.5
FINOLEXIND 646 646 622 626.8
GHCL 193.65 196.9 192.9 195.55
KANSAINER 557.95 563.3 544 549.7
JSWENERGY 68 68 66 66.5
MOIL 145.25 146.05 142 144.15
NESCO 540 556.3 540 543.6
ESABINDIA 1749.95 1784.95 1659.1 1696.4
SHOPERSTOP 210.75 210.75 204.4 206.15
AMBER 2340 2340 2306 2325.05
GILLETTE 5996 6035 5800 5872.35
CESC 628.45 628.45 610.1 612.4
KALPATPOWR 321.6 321.6 314.35 315.25
BIRLACORPN 738.85 741.95 721.05 726.55
VTL 987.4 1035 982.25 1019.75
LEMONTREE 44.3 44.3 43.05 43.35
NAM-INDIA 305 305 298.4 303.25
ZYDUSWELL 1880 1892 1864 1867.8

BALMLAWRIE 117.5 117.5 114 115.7
3MINDIA 23000 23050 22695.9522959.75
STLTECH 163.3 163.9 159.8 162.2
EDELWEISS 77.95 78 74.25 75
SONATSOFTW 354.2 357.35 350 353.8
SKFINDIA 1650 1678 1650 1676.4
PNBHOUSING 375 379.55 372 377.1
ZENSARTECH 247.4 247.4 240.05 240.85
MAHABANK 14.4 14.52 14.03 14.15
HAWKINCOOK 5186.75 5186.75 5130.2 5172.7
ASTRAL 1480 1500 1464.4 1471.3
PGHH 11331.45 11523 11252.75 11346.5
GSPL 234.85 237 230.8 235.05
GRSE 199 199.4 196.5 197.5
EIDPARRY 338 341.2 335.2 337.4
BASF 1587.3 1645 1568 1630.6
RADICO 456.3 465 456.3 464.35
DHANUKA 743.65 749.15 728.05 733.8
JTEKTINDIA 85.65 87.5 84.3 86.25
SOLARINDS 1092.7 1105 1074.3 1087.3
ABB 1175 1175 1151.05 1153.2
HIMATSEIDE 143.1 148 141.55 145.05
OFSS 3132 3150.1 3101 3135.85
MEGH 80.7 81.5 80.1 80.7
JAGRAN 46.95 46.95 45.25 46.1
VIPIND 365.1 367 361.8 362.5
ARVINDFASN 154.05 155.95 149 151.7

DALBHARAT 1064.35 1067.3 1044.05 1054.4
VRLLOG 208 209.65 202.25 207.3
VARROC 400.3 413.95 398.5 400.8
PERSISTENT 1283.95 1320.45 1258.4 1303.8
GPPL 91.1 91.6 89.7 89.95
NLCINDIA 58.15 58.15 55.95 56.4
LAXMIMACH 4585.05 4742 4518.65 4721.3
TATAINVEST 1026.45 1036.45 1012.6 1017.05
AKZOINDIA 2203.7 2273.3 2198 2257.6
GUJALKALI 349.95 353.2 346.85 350.65
IIFL 118.3 118.3 115.25 116.25
INDIAMART 5393 5400 5284.65 5385.15
KPRMILL 899 903.15 862 894.8
ENDURANCE 1152.35 1163.95 1147.3 1160
IRB 113 114.4 110.9 111.45
SHRIRAMCIT 1070 1080 1044.4 1059.35
JSL 67.2 68 66.25 66.75
SYMPHONY 924 929.2 919.2 925.05
TIMETECHNO 46.05 47.95 46.05 47.3
SWSOLAR 261.55 262.3 255.55 256.6
PNCINFRA 176.5 178.2 175.65 176.6
GESHIP 294.8 294.8 281.45 286.05
WESTLIFE 432 432 416.3 418.45
INDOCO 278.6 281.15 271.5 272.8
BLUEDART 3798.95 3917.4 3730.65 3901.15
SJVN 25.8 26.1 25.55 25.75
FINCABLES 358 364.75 354.3 361.9
TTKPRESTIG 5746.7 5746.7 5650.15 5698.6
SUDARSCHEM 490 491.95 483.05 485.5
CCL 257.2 260.7 252.5 255.4
BLUESTARCO 792 792 774 776.15
RAJESHEXPO 489.9 489.9 471.8 474
NIACL 132 132.4 128.3 129.7
CAPPL 503.6 507.95 502.6 505.3
EIHOTEL 102.4 102.6 100.65 100.85
SOMANYCERA 325.35 327.2 315.95 323
CEATLTD 1167.2 1167.2 1142.8 1152.4
TIINDIA 867 867 811.1 819.95
AEGISLOG 248.5 252 243.5 245.25
THERMAX 905.4 915 876.55 888.15
BAYERCROP 5399.7 5400 5187.05 5195.75
SPANDANA 735.5 748.45 735.5 742.1
ERIS 531.2 544.85 531.2 540.55
ASTERDM 164 170.8 161.4 168.75
BRIGADE 235.65 244.35 231.95 237.3
HATHWAY 34.1 35.5 33 33.9
MOTILALOFS 648.1 658.5 644 645.6
UCOBANK 13.54 13.54 13.08 13.2
FLUOROCHEM 592 592 570 578.4
MAHSEAMLES 310.3 310.3 300.3 301.1
TASTYBIT 11499.95 11500 11211 11233.7
IOB 11.55 11.55 11.12 11.23
VENKYS 1709.05 1713.75 1687.6 1702.4
PHOENIXLTD 770.75 782.55 764.1 771.8
LAOPALA 225.75 229.75 222 224.35
HERITGFOOD 323.05 324.9 315.25 319.25
MAHLOG 416 416 401.45 410.85
IIFLWAM 1067.85 1077.1 1044.25 1055.65
VSTIND 3908.5 3910 3825.8 3848.45
RATNAMANI 1551 1618 1551 1583.6
GARFIBRES 2153.2 2243.55 2140.35 2231.4
MINDAIND 385 385 376.9 378.25
HEIDELBERG 213 213 205.3 209.95
ORIENTELEC 220.45 225.35 220.45 223.8
MHRIL 206.9 209.95 204.85 207.65
GLAXO 1550 1553 1548 1549.9
REDINGTON 134.25 136 132.95 135.25
CENTURYPLY 224 224 218.35 220.3
JSLHISAR 132.5 136.9 130.65 134.5
AAVAS 1699.65 1699.65 1652.7 1661.05
INDOSTAR 329.9 329.9 307.1 311.55
PRSMJOHNSN 90 91.7 88.5 90.1
GRINDWELL 660 670 640 643
AIAENG 1952.55 1964.6 1933.4 1944.25
LUXIND 1550.9 1596.55 1547 1579.55
INFIBEAM 87 87 83 85
JCHAC 2188 2224.4 2188 2196.75
SCHAEFFLER 4322.35 4323.2 4183.95 4227
ORIENTCEM 77.55 78.95 76.95 77.6
SUPRAJIT 198 204.7 196.75 203.15
CRISIL 1911.4 1911.4 1892.25 1896.35
NILKAMAL 1430 1431.05 1409.3 1414.45
OMAXE 85.95 87.15 85 85.9
MASFIN 978.5 1006.75 978.5 996.35
TIMKEN 1110.4 1111.95 1085.25 1092.6
FDC 343 347.6 342.05 345.6
EPL 260.85 262.1 256.9 259.1
NAVNETEDUL 86.4 88.75 85.5 85.95
SOBHA 320.25 323.65 317 322.05
TCNSBRANDS 423.2 436.4 420.6 428.05
TNPL 115.1 115.7 113.75 114.5
MAHINDCIE 153.65 153.7 151.35 151.75
KPITTECH 113 113 108.3 110.05
KSB 632.15 639.45 622.55 635.3
GDL 117.35 117.55 114.2 114.65
TCIEXP 888.2 900 884.9 896.7
DBCORP 91.5 91.5 85.75 86.7
TVTODAY 213.5 215.5 212 213.4
DCMSHRIRAM 386.05 388.95 381.8 387.65
CHOLAHLDNG 525.1 537.75 524.6 528.95
MAHLIFE 329.6 336.45 326.55 329.75
GULFOILLUB 759.8 761.55 756.05 758.25
WABCOINDIA 5540 5717.55 5540 5659.4
ORIENTREF 224.15 224.15 218.45 219.15
VAIBHAVGBL 2075 2117.55 2075 2100.8
TEAMLEASE 2628.5 2641.25 2608.75 2619.65
ITDC 290 290 275.95 277
STARCEMENT 93.9 94.55 93.2 93.5
SFL 1669.95 1669.95 1610.9 1636.85
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 13,547.20 13,589.65 13,447.05 13,567.85 9.7
BAJFINANCE 4,889.95 5,150.00 4,868.85 5,150.00 251.35
BAJAJFINSV 8,925.00 9,338.90 8,870.00 9,307.00 373.5
EICHERMOT 2,410.80 2,488.00 2,409.50 2,474.85 74.4
JSWSTEEL 358 367 353.5 366.4 8.9
SHREECEM 23,750.00 24,325.00 23,722.20 24,223.00 500.8
HDFC 2,290.50 2,357.40 2,282.70 2,350.35 47.7
TECHM 900.35 928.65 898.45 927.2 17.8
ADANIPORTS 469.5 479.65 461.45 475.3 8.3
ULTRACEMCO 5,070.00 5,230.00 5,068.00 5,156.00 82.25
HDFCBANK 1,380.80 1,394.95 1,366.00 1,392.50 20.35
TATASTEEL 623.45 637.1 617.35 636 9.25
HCLTECH 874.7 889 870 885.1 12.1
UPL 443.25 449.8 437 447.85 5.7
NTPC 105.1 106.4 102.85 105.85 1.25
MARUTI 7,696.80 7,790.00 7,640.55 7,772.00 75.2
WIPRO 349.3 353.9 347.5 352.7 3.35
M&M 710 720 701 717.4 5.7
DIVISLAB 3,620.00 3,652.10 3,606.45 3,625.10 25.3
TATAMOTORS 176.45 179.7 173.25 178.9 1.25
SBILIFE 851.2 858.45 842.05 855.1 4.9
INDUSINDBK 923 931.4 908.45 926.5 5.25
KOTAKBANK 1,948.00 1,958.00 1,919.30 1,945.05 5.7
GRASIM 912 917.7 903 913.95 2.5
BHARTIARTL 505.85 506.8 498.1 504.25 1.2
TITAN 1,460.50 1,476.00 1,449.30 1,464.80 1.35
DRREDDY 5,046.95 5,076.00 5,010.20 5,026.00 3.2
GAIL 126.45 126.45 124.25 125.35 -0.1
HEROMOTOCO 3,082.55 3,135.00 3,081.10 3,109.05 -4.6
COALINDIA 143.65 144.35 140.8 142.9 -0.45
LT 1,250.00 1,252.00 1,216.10 1,245.00 -4.65
BRITANNIA 3,775.00 3,797.70 3,725.70 3,759.95 -17
BAJAJ-AUTO 3,284.00 3,347.20 3,262.00 3,271.00 -18
HINDALCO 245.6 246 242.6 244.75 -1.6
POWERGRID 194.4 194.7 191.35 193 -1.3
ASIANPAINT 2,535.00 2,538.60 2,502.50 2,531.05 -17.1
HDFCLIFE 659.9 663.95 644.75 651.3 -4.45
INFY 1,156.00 1,163.70 1,152.00 1,154.40 -10.15
IOC 96.25 96.25 94.35 95.35 -0.85
RELIANCE 1,989.70 1,989.70 1,961.10 1,973.60 -17.7
SUNPHARMA 575 580 569 570.75 -5.5
CIPLA 789.3 798 779.25 780.75 -8.55
ONGC 102.5 102.5 99.2 100.4 -1.1
ITC 215.25 216.4 211.6 213.55 -2.35
TCS 2,786.00 2,794.70 2,755.00 2,763.95 -33.75
SBIN 274.05 274.05 268.15 270.55 -3.65
AXISBANK 615.75 615.75 602.3 606.9 -9
ICICIBANK 524 524.25 513.1 516.7 -9.1
BPCL 408.3 409.25 397.1 398.3 -7.15
NESTLEIND 18,460.30 18,550.00 18,130.85 18,210.00 -381.8
HINDUNILVR 2,361.00 2,363.95 2,307.30 2,321.60 -49.15

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 32,079.05 32,083.35 31,759.05 31,972.70 -70.75
HAVELLS 830 869.7 826.95 866.8 39.85
PEL 1,421.95 1,458.90 1,388.00 1,458.00 35.45
CONCOR 407 415.85 402.8 413.25 9.25
BAJAJHLDNG 3,025.25 3,141.45 3,025.25 3,117.00 57.65
TORNTPHARM 2,721.00 2,766.15 2,705.00 2,749.00 45.2
MUTHOOTFIN 1,192.00 1,210.00 1,175.85 1,210.00 18.7
ACC 1,624.00 1,639.10 1,607.60 1,635.50 20.45
ADANITRANS 425 432.5 416 430 4.75
BANDHANBNK 414 416.95 409.5 413.3 3
LTI 3,235.00 3,273.95 3,217.55 3,255.10 20.15
SBICARD 821 834.5 814 819.5 4.6
BERGEPAINT 681 686.6 675 684.75 3.6
AMBUJACEM 247.95 248.2 243.1 247.7 1.25
BOSCHLTD 13,190.50 13,289.95 13,099.00 13,255.00 65.55
LUPIN 949.5 966 941.25 945 3.55
MOTHERSUMI 155 158.35 154 157 0.5
UBL 1,160.00 1,165.80 1,142.05 1,161.00 2.9
ADANIGREEN 1,009.00 1,020.00 1,000.25 1,013.00 2.2
BIOCON 454.95 459.9 450 455 1
DLF 213.5 215.25 207.4 213.9 0.4
GODREJCP 725 726.8 714.35 724.35 1.1
DABUR 513.95 517.2 511.2 514 0.4
PETRONET 268.5 269 263.15 266.95 0.2
INFRATEL 246.35 248.4 244 246.5 0.15
HINDZINC 242.6 245.7 241.5 242.6 0.05
OFSS 3,138.40 3,150.00 3,099.25 3,130.00 -3.45
BANKBARODA 67.15 68.1 65.5 66.9 -0.1
MCDOWELL-N 596 598.45 584 593.95 -1.7
PFC 120.6 121.6 117.9 120.85 -0.5
PIDILITIND 1,629.85 1,634.55 1,612.30 1,620.00 -7.3
SIEMENS 1,544.45 1,556.70 1,529.15 1,536.30 -8.15
ALKEM 2,942.00 2,949.00 2,890.00 2,910.00 -19.25
TATACONSUM 577 580.65 566.5 572.65 -4.35
CADILAHC 473 475.45 465 466 -3.85
NAUKRI 4,660.00 4,726.80 4,616.00 4,632.00 -40.55
HINDPETRO 229.1 229.85 224.25 226.7 -2
PGHH 11,403.45 11,544.00 11,250.00 11,301.00 -102.45
ABBOTINDIA 16,600.00 16,695.00 16,300.00 16,340.45 -164.45
DMART 2,672.00 2,688.90 2,624.50 2,645.00 -26.95
MARICO 414 414 405.3 409.2 -4.9
GICRE 142.4 143 139.6 140.8 -1.95
NMDC 117.15 117.7 113 115.05 -1.6
COLPAL 1,616.95 1,619.70 1,597.45 1,603.00 -22.45
AUROPHARMA 893 893.95 871.2 874 -15.4
HDFCAMC 2,839.00 2,839.00 2,780.00 2,792.00 -49.8
ICICIPRULI 486 490.75 478.45 480.9 -9.35
PNB 41.25 41.3 39.7 40.45 -0.8
ICICIGI 1,495.75 1,506.90 1,450.10 1,455.00 -34.75
IGL 499.9 504 480.7 483 -12.45
INDIGO 1,709.00 1,709.00 1,650.80 1,659.40 -55.7
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S&P Global Ratings on
Tuesday raised India’s

growth projection for the cur-
rent financial year to (-)7.7 per
cent from (-)9 per cent esti-
mated earlier on rising demand
and falling Covid-19 rates.

For the next financial year
2021-22, S&P projected growth
to rebound to 10 per cent. Its
revision in growth forecast for
the current fiscal reflects a
faster-than-expected recovery
in the September quarter.

“Rising demand and
falling infection rates have
tempered our expectation of
COVID-19’s hit on the Indian
economy. S&P Global Ratings
has revised real GDP growth to
negative 7.7 per cent for the
year ending March 2021, from
negative 9 per cent previously,”

S&P said in a statement.
A faster recovery keeps

more of the economy’s supply
side intact and can set India up
for more prolonged above-
average growth during the
recovery phase, it added. India’s
gross domestic product (GDP)
fell 7.5 per cent in the July-
September quarter, against a
contraction of 23.9 per cent in
the April-June quarter.

Earlier this month, Fitch
Ratings also revised its growth
forecast for India to (-)9.4 per
cent, from (-)10.5 per cent, on
signs of economic revival, while
the Asian Development Bank
said the economy is likely to
contract 8 per cent as against
the earlier forecast of 9 per cent
contraction, on faster recovery.
Last month, Moody’s upped
India’s growth forecast to (-
)10.6 per cent for the current

financial year, from its earlier
estimate of (-)11.5 per cent.

In the statement, S&P on
Tuesday said India is learning
to live with the virus, even
though the coronavirus pan-
demic is far from defeated.
However, the reported cases
have fallen by more than half
from peak levels, to about
40,000 per day. “It is no surprise
that India is following the path
of most economies across Asia-
Pacific in experiencing a faster-
than-expected recovery in
manufacturing production,”
S&P Global Ratings Asia-
Pacific Chief Economist Shaun
Roache said. Manufacturing
output was about 3.5 per cent
higher in October 2020 when
compared to the year-ago peri-
od, while the output of con-
sumerdurables rose by almost
18 per cent.
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Equity benchmark Sensex
recovered from early losses

to end marginally up at its new
closing record on Tuesday, led
by gains in index majors HDFC
twins. The 30-share BSE index
ended 9.71 points or 0.02 per
cent higher at 46,263.17.

Similarly, the broader
NSE Nifty rose 9.70 points or
0.05 per cent to close at its
f resh a l l- t ime high of
13,567.85.Bajaj Finance was
the top gainer in the Sensex
pack, surging around 5 per
cent ,  fol lowed by Bajaj
Finser v,  HDFC, Tech
Mahindra,  HDFC Bank,

UltraTech Cement and Tata
Steel. On the other hand,
HUL, Nestle India, ICICI
Bank, Axis Bank, SBI, TCS
and ITC were among the lag-
gards. S&P Global Ratings on
Tuesday raised India’s growth
projection for the current fis-
cal to (-) 7.7 per cent from (-)
9 per cent estimated earlier on
rising demand and falling
COVID-19 infection rates.

Meanwhile, retail inflation
declined to 6.93 per cent in
November on softer food
prices, though it remained
above the comfort level of the
Reserve Bank, official data
released after market hours on
Monday showed.
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Industry body Assocham on
Tuesday urged the Centre

and farmers’ organisations to
resolve the impasse over the
new agri laws, saying that the
protests are inflicting a heavy
blow to the economies of
Punjab, Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh and J&K.

“A daily loss of �3,000-
3,500 crore is resulting in the
economies of the region from
the value chain and transport
disruption because of the
protests,” according to a rough
estimate by the chamber.

Assocham President
Niranjan Hiranandani said,
‘’The size of the combined
economies of Punjab, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh and J&K is
about Rs 18 lakh crore. With
the ongoing farmers’ agitation

and blockade of roads, toll
plazas and railways, the eco-
nomic activities have come to
a halt.”

On Monday, the
Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII) had said the
farmer agitation has led to
supply chain disruptions,
which will impact the econo-
my in the coming days and
may impinge upon the ongo-
ing recovery from the eco-
nomic contraction due to
COVID-19.

Assocham’s Hiranandani
observed that industries such as
textiles, auto components, bicy-
cles, sports goods which cater
significantly to the export mar-
kets would not be able to ful-
fil their orders, ahead of
Christmas, harming the indus-
try’s goodwill among the glob-
al buyers.

Recovering from the harsh
COVID-19 blow, the Indian
economy needs to double
down on growth which is pos-
sible only with a conducive
environment for industrial
activities, investment including
the Foreign Direct Investment,
Assocham stated. 

The Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) said in
the last 20 days, trade and other
activities of about Rs 5,000
crore have been affected in
Delhi and its surrounding
states.

According to an estimate,
about 30 to 40 per cent of the
goods coming to Delhi have
been affected by the movement
of farmers, which is adversely
affecting the trade and other
activities of Delhi and neigh-
bouring states, the traders’
body stated.
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The Reserve Bank would
have limited options for

policy easing of interest rates as
inflation would continue to
remain at elevated levels in the
current fiscal, analysts tracking
the development have said.

According to a research
report by Emkay Global

Financial Services, while infla-
tion may have peaked, consis-
tent supply shocks have meant
the inflation series is estimat-
ed to average around 6.3 per
cent in FY21. This is well
above the RBI confront zone
and would shape easing in
FY22 for some policy action to
come into play by the RBI.

According to the Emkay
report, retail inflation is expect-

ed to trend towards 5.8 per cent
by the end of March, 2021.
However, the report said that
favourable base effect, the wide
output gap and rebalancing of
effective demand-supply
dynamics will further help
inflation ease to 4.8 per cent by
FY22.

The RBI has projected CPI
inflation at 6.8 per cent for the
third quarter, 5.8 per cent for

the fourth quarter 2020-21;
and 5.2 per cent to 4.6 per cent
in H1 of 2021-22.

While growth concerns
and sub-optimal f iscal
response may keep the MPC’s
stance accommodative and
liquidity adequate, the infla-
tion trajectory still remains
above four per cent in FY22
and thus, hints at dimming
chances of further rate cuts in

the coming year, the broker-
age report said.

CPI inflation surprised in
November 2020 with better-
than-expected moderation at
6.93 per cent, driven by sharp
easing in sequential food infla-
tion, while core inflation was
down marginally. Food inflation
dropped to below 10 per cent,
helped by easing in vegetables
and cereals. The seasonal easing

in perishable vegetable inflation
is likely to continue as suggest-
ed by high-frequency mandi
prices, and should add further
to the disinflationary momen-
tum in food. However, cost-
push factors like demand-sup-
ply mismatch, higher opera-
tional and labour costs, and
higher administrative fuel costs
continue to keep core inflation
relatively stickier. 

Mumbai:The Indian rupee depreciated by 8 paise to settle at 73.63
against the US dollar on Tuesday, taking cues from weaker Asian
peers against the American currency. Besides, subdued trading in
domestic equities also put pressure on the domestic currency, forex
traders said. At the interbank forex market, the domestic unit opened
at 73.62 against the US dollar and witnessed an intra-day high of
73.59 and a low of 73.67.The local unit finally closed at 73.63 against
the American currency, registering a fall of 8 paise over its previous
close. “The Indian rupee depreciated marginally against the dollar
this Tuesday tracking weakness in most regional currencies as risk
appetite waned as many countries are imposing fresh COVID-19
restrictions which could derail a global economic recovery,” Sriram
Iyer, Senior Research Analyst at Reliance Securities, said.
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Lagos (Nigeria): Nigeria’s Boko
Haram jihadist rebels have
claimed responsibility for the
abduction of hundreds of stu-
dents in an attack on a boys
school in northern Katsina
State, a Nigerian online news-
paper says.

More than 330 students are
missing from the Government
Science Secondary School in
Kankara after gunmen with
assault rifles attacked their
school Friday night.

The Daily Nigerian said it
received an audio message
from Boko Haram leader
Abubakar Shekau saying that
his group abducted the school-
boys because Western educa-
tion is against the tenets of
Islam.

“What happened in
Katsina was done to promote
Islam and discourage un-
Islamic practices as Western
education is not the type of
education permitted by Allah
and his Holy Prophet,” the
paper quoted Shekau as saying.

There has been no inde-
pendent verification of the
audio message but Shekau has
in the past released video and
audio messages on Boko
Haram’s behalf.

Nigerian presidential
spokesman Garba Shehu said
in a statement Monday that
“the kidnappers had made con-
tact and discussions were
already on, pertaining to the
safety and return” of the chil-
dren to their homes. AP

Washington: US President-
elect Joe Biden has told elec-
tion-weary Americans that it is
time to “turn the page”, after the
Electoral College affirmed his
triumph over President Donald
Trump, who has refused to
concede and filed a litany of
legal challenges to overturn the
poll results.

The 538-member Electoral
College on Monday pushed
Biden past the 270-vote thresh-
old to win the bitterly-contest-
ed race for the White House. It
was one of the crucial steps
required for the 78-year-old
Democrat to take office on
January 20 as the 46th US
President.

Under the US system, vot-
ers actually cast their ballots for
electors, who in turn, formal-
ly vote for candidates weeks
after the presidential election.
Biden won the November 3
election with 306 electoral col-
lege votes to incumbent
Republican President Trump’s
232.

The Electoral College votes
will now be sent to Congress to
be counted formally next
month. Though some House
Republicans have indicated
they will object to the results in
key states, they can do little
more than delay the process
during a joint session of
Congress on January 6. 

In a speech from his home-
town of Wilmington, Delaware
after the announcement of his
victory in the election, Biden
said the US democracy had
been “pushed, tested and
threatened” and “proved to be
resilient, true and strong”.

He criticised President
Trump’s attempts to overturn
the result and said the “will of
the people prevailed”.

“The rule of law, our
Constitution and the will of the
people prevailed” over Trump’s
efforts to undo the results of the
election, the former US vice
president said.

“The flame of democracy

was lit in this nation a long time
ago. And we now know noth-
ing, not even a pandemic or an
abuse of power, can extinguish
that flame,” Biden said.

“In this battle for the soul
of America, democracy pre-
vailed. We the people voted.
Faith in our institutions held.
The integrity of our elections
remains intact. And so, now it
is time to turn the page. To
unite. To heal,” he said.

Biden said the election
outcome should be celebrated,
not attacked, that more than 81
million votes were cast for him
and Vice President-elect
Kamala Harris. PTI

Albany: New York Govoner
Andrew Cuomo has denied a
former aide’s allegations over
that he sexually harassed her by
making inappropriate com-
ments about her appearance.

Cuomo told reporters on
Monday the claims that former
economic adviser Lindsey
Boylan made in a series
of tweets Sunday were “not
true.”

“I fought for and I believe
a woman has the right to come
forward and express her opin-
ion and express issues and
concerns that she has,” the 63-
year-old Democrat said, mak-
ing his first comments on the
allegations. “But it’s just not
true.” Cuomo’s press secretary
previously denied the claims on
his behalf.   AP

Canberra (Australia):
Australia’s prime minister said
Tuesday that China would be
in breach of World Trade
Organization rules as well as
a bilateral free trade agree-
ment if it banned Australian
coal.

Prime Minister Scott
Morrison was responding to a
report in the Chinese state-
owned Global Times newspa-
per that the Chinese National
Development and Reform
Commission had given power
plants approval to import coal
without restrictions except
for Australian coal.

Morrison said he was
treating the report as “media
speculation” because the
Chinese government had yet
to clarify its position.

“If that were the case,
then that would obviously be
in breach of WTO rules,”
Morrison told reporters.

“It would be obviously in
breach of our on free trade

agreement and so we would
hope that’s certainly not the
case.” Coal and iron ore are
Australia’s most lucrative
exports.  But Australian
exports appear to have suf-
fered due to deteriorating
bilateral  relations since
Australia called for an inde-
pendent inquiry into the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Trade Minister Simon
Birmingham said Australia
was close to finalizing a com-
plaint to the World Trade
Organization over Chinese
tariffs imposed on barley.

“We see these reports and
obviously are deeply troubled
by them,” Birmingham told
Australian Broadcasting Corp.
Referring to the reported coal
import ban.

“They, if true, would indi-
cate discriminatory trade
practices being deployed by
Chinese authorities and we
would urge them to rule that
out swiftly,” he added. AP

Washington: US Attorney
General William Barr, who of
late had publicly differed with
President Donald Trump on
allegations of voter fraud in the
November 3 presidential elec-
tions, has resigned.

Trump has appointed his
deputy Jeff Rosen as the Acting
Attorney General.

“Just had a very nice meet-
ing with Attorney General Bill
Barr at the White House. Our
relationship has been a very
good one, he has done an out-
standing job! As per letter, Bill
will be leaving just before
Christmas to spend the holi-
days with his family...,” Trump
announced on twitter Monday
night.

“Deputy Attorney General

Jeff Rosen, an outstanding per-
son, will become Acting
Attorney General. Highly
respected Richard Donoghue
will be taking over the duties of
Deputy Attorney General.
Thank you to all!” Trump said
as he tweeted the two-page res-
ignation letter of Barr.

Barr, in his letter, said, “As
discussed, I will spend the
next week wrapping up a few
remaining matters important to
the administration, and depart
on December 23.” PTI

Washington: The Trump
administration for the first time
has formally blamed Iran for the
presumed death of retired FBI
agent Robert Levinson, publicly
identifying two Iranian intelli-
gence officers believed respon-
sible for his abduction and
imposing sanctions against
them.

Levinson disappeared in
Iran under mysterious circum-
stances more than a decade ago,
and though US diplomats and
investigators have long said
they thought he was taken by
Iranian government agents,
Monday’s announcement in the
final weeks of the Trump
administration was the most
definitive assignment of blame
to date.

The announcement is the
latest in a series of tough actions
the Trump administration has
taken toward Iran as it works to
cement an aggressive posture
that may complicate any efforts
by incoming President Joe
Biden and his national securi-
ty team to radically change
course once they take office next
month. US officials pre-emp-
tively made clear Monday that
no deal with Iran should be
finalised without providing for
the release of Americans who
remain detained there.

Besides calling out two
high-ranking intelligence offi-
cers by name, US officials also
said the Iranian regime sanc-
tioned the plot that led to
Levinson’s abduction and lied

for years about its involvement
in his disappearance through
disinformation campaigns
aimed at deflecting responsi-
bility and covering up the gov-
ernment’s role.

“The abduction of Mr.
Levinson in Iran is an outra-
geous example of the Iranian
regime’s willingness to commit
unjust acts,” Treasury Secretary
Steven Mnuchin said in a state-
ment.

The Iranian intelligence
officers, Mohammad Baseri
and Ahmad Khazai, are alleged
to have been involved in
Levinson’s abduction and prob-
able death. Under the sanc-
tions, any property or assets
they hold in the United States
would be frozen. AP 
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Washington: For the first time,
a groundswell of leading
Republicans have said that
Democrat Joe Biden is the
winner of the presidential elec-
tion, essentially abandoning
President Donald Trump’s
assault on the outcome as the
Electoral College certified the
vote.

With states affirming the
results, the Republicans faced
a pivotal choice — to declare
Biden the president-elect, as the
tally showed, or keep standing
silently by as Trump wages a
potentially damaging campaign
to overturn the election.

Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., was
quiet on the issue Monday. But
a number of senators said the

time has come to move on.
“At some point you have to

face the music,” said Sen. John
Thune of South Dakota, the
second-ranking GOP leader.
“Once the Electoral College set-
tles the issue today, it’s time for
everybody to move on.” 

Sen. Roy Blunt of Missouri,
the chairman of the inaugural
committee, said the panel will
now “deal with Vice President
Biden as the president-elect.”
Just last week, the Republicans
on the inauguration committee
had declined to publicly do so.
He said Monday’s Electoral
College vote “was significant.”
Texas GOP Sen. John Cornyn
said barring further legal chal-
lenges it appears Biden will be
president. AP

��
���	������
����#�������
�
����	��������	������-�����

���� 
*9-*�

Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Tuesday congrat-

ulated Joe Biden on winning
the US presidential election
after weeks of holding out.

Putin’s message to Biden

came a day after the Electoral
College confirmed Biden as the
nation’s next president, ratify-
ing his November victory in an
authoritative state-by-state
repudiation of President
Donald Trump’s refusal to con-
cede that he had lost. 
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Colombo (Sri Lanka): The
Maldives president’s office says
it is discussing how to provide
a “humane response” to a
request from neighbouring Sri
Lanka to allow burials for
Muslims who die of Covid-19.

Presidential spokesman
Ibrahim Hood said on Tuesday
that President Ibrahim
Mohamed Solih has received a
request from Sri Lanka to look
into the possibility of allowing
such burials.

“The request has been
received. At present we are con-
sidering and discussions are
ongoing with regard to what
would be the appropriate and

humane response,” Hood told
The Associated Press.

There was no immediate
confirmation from Sri Lanka of
such a request. Sri Lanka’s gov-
ernment in March announced it
will cremate the bodies of all
people who die of Covid-19, say-
ing the coronavirus could con-
taminate underground water. 

Sri Lankan Muslims have
urged the government to allow
burials, citing their religious
beliefs. They accuse the gov-
ernment of denying Muslims a
basic right without scientific
grounds, since many countries
in the world allow burials. 

Sri Lanka’s confirmed cases

since March reached 33,477 on
Tuesday, including 154 fatalities.

In other developments in
the Asia-Pacific region: —
Authorities in Sri Lanka said on
Tuesday that more than 3,000
Covid-19 cases have been
detected in the country’s high-
ly congested prisons, as infec-
tions also surge in the capital
and its suburbs. They said that
2,984 inmates and 103 guards
have been confirmed to have
the disease in seven prisons
around the country. Sri Lankan
prisons are highly congested,
with more than 26,000 inmates
crowded in facilities with a
capacity of 10,000. AP
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New York: Scientists have called for action to
remove the oil from an abandoned taker in the
Red Sea that holds approximately one million
barrels of oil — four times the amount contained
in the Exxon Valdez tanker which had a disas-
trous environmental oil spill in 1989.  According
to the analysis, the tanker named Safer is a float-

ing storage and offloading unit (FSO) abandoned
for years in the Red Sea.  “The time is now to pre-
vent a potential devastation to  the region’s waters
and the livelihoods and health of millions of peo-
ple living in half a dozen countries along the Red
Sea’s coast,” said co-author Karine Kleinhaus at
Stony Brook University in the US.  PTI 
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“All necessary resources of vaccination
have been delivered to the States,” said
Bhushan.

“States have been asked to identify at
least one AEFI management centre in each
block. PHCs, CHCs, district hospitals, pri-
vate health facilities or any other fixed
health facility with medical officers and
para-medical staff can be identified as
AEFI management centres,” he said.

Speaking about AEFI, Dr Paul said,
apart from the importance being given at
Government level on tackling, saving,
reporting and taking action in such cases,
the vaccine manufacturers conduct a
Phase IV Clinical Trial or Post-Marketing
Surveillance where they monitor and
track the effects of the vaccine systemat-
ically after it has been passed.

Replying to a query about AEFI for
Covid-19 vaccine, Dr Paul said, “This is
an adult vaccine. Our AEFI system was tar-
geted to children and women and those
vaccinations take place in a certain way,
starting with hospitals and then into the
communities.

“But when we deal with adults, certain
practical aspects have to be tackled.
Secondly, these vaccinations are in mul-
tiple new platforms that bring in com-
plexity. Further, if a EUA is given, it calls
for more responsibility. Lastly, there are
always new aspects, side-effects, situations
that have to be kept in mind. “Above all,
a large number of beneficiaries and target-
groups are to be tackled over a short peri-
od of time in a mission-mode. Therefore,
there is a need to build on the standard
principles of AEFI and make it specific to
the fuller dimension of the requirements
of this particular set of vaccines,” he added.

In a recent communication to
States/Union Territories, the Ministry has
called for involvement of over 300 med-
ical colleges and other tertiary care hos-
pitals across the country to handle adverse
events or cases of side effects on people
post-vaccination. In addition, States have
been told to keep ready neurologists, car-
diologists, respiratory medicine experts,
obstetrics, gynecologists and pediatri-

cians to deal with post-vaccination side
effects.

The Union Health Ministry, according
to the letter has recommended that the
membership of State AEFI committees
should be revised to include neurologists,
cardiologists. respiratory medicine spe-
cialists who can recognise such events and
differentiate them from events related to
vaccines or vaccinations.

Also, States have been told to ramp up
the already existing adverse events fol-
lowing immunisation committees or AEFI
Committees. States have been told to
include drug inspectors in these AEFI
committees to help investigate the reason
of side-effects due to vaccination, sources
said quoting the letter.
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The Ghazipur border also remains
closed for traffic coming from Ghaziabad
to Delhi due to the protest. Commuters
have been advised to take other routes via
Anand Vihar, DND, Chilla, Apsara and
Bhopra borders.

Multi-layered cemented barriers, addi-
tional police force and barbed wires
formed the first layer of security at the
Singhu border protest site.

The second layer of barricades
deployed by the Delhi Police is being
guarded by a team of Rapid Action Force
along with personnel from the paramili-
tary forces. Water cannons, trucks, con-
tainers and iron barricades have also
been deployed.

On Monday, leaders of around 32
farmer unions observed a day-long hunger
strike at the Singhu border as part of the
protest.
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As per the farmers, the deceased have
been identified as Gurpreet Singh (24) and
Labh Singh (65), from Safera village in
Patiala district. As per the farmers,
Gurpreet died on the spot, while Labh
Singh died in Patiala.

“Saddened to learn of demise of our
5 farmers. Labh Singh Ji & Gurpreet Singh
of Patiala met with an accident in Karnal,
Sukhdev Singh & Deep Singh of Fatehgarh
Sahib near Mohali, & Makkhan Khan of
Moga who died of a heart attack in
Delhi,” Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder
Singh tweeted on Tuesday.

The first such casualty took place on
November 24 when a large group of farm-
ers was covering tractor-trailers with
waterproof sheets in Mehalkalan town of
Barnala district. Kahan Singh, an activist
of the BKU (Dakaunda) from Dhaner vil-
lage, was hit by a car and he died on the
spot.

He was followed by Dhanna Singh,
who died in an accident near Hisar when
after breaking barricades, they were speed-
ing the tractor towards Delhi.

Since then, on an average, one name
is being added to the list every day, which
is getting longer by the day. As per the list
compiled from various sources, at least 15
farmers have lost their lives ever since the
Delhi stir began.

Not just men, even women have lost
their lives during the ongoing stir. Like
Gurmail Kaur of Chand Patti village near
Talwandi Sabo in Bathinda district, who
died due to a heart attack while sitting in
a protest at a toll barrier in Sangrur’s
Kalajhar village. Similarly, Rajinder Kaur
of Gangohar village died at the Mehal
Kalan toll barrier due to a heart attack.

Besides, a large number of protesters
have suffered serious injuries while march-
ing to Delhi. BKU (Ugrahan) general sec-
retary Sukhdev Singh Kokri fractured his
arm. Similarly, a photo of Mahinder Kaur,
a protester from Alorakh village in Sangrur
district, had gone viral when her leg was
fractured in an accident but she refused to
return without winning the battle in
Delhi.
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These reactions from India came after
Trudeau during a video interaction to
mark the 551st birth anniversary of Guru
Nanak in Canada described the ongoing
protests as “concerning.” He also said

Canada will always be there to defend the
right to peaceful protest.

Taking exception to the Canadian
Prime Minister’s remarks, India in its
demarche said “comments by the Canadian
Prime Minister, some Cabinet Ministers
and Members of Parliament on issues relat-
ing to Indian farmers constitute an unac-
ceptable interference in our internal
affairs.”

India also said statements by the
Canadian leadership “encouraged gather-
ings of extremist activities in front of our
high commission and consulates in
Canada that raise issues of safety and secu-
rity.”

New Delhi said comments by the
Canadian leadership could have a “seri-
ously damaging impact” on ties between
India and Canada.  India also said
Trudeau’s remarks were “ill informed.”
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“Government is willing to have the
next session of Parliament at the earliest;
it would be appropriate to have the Budget
Session, 2021 in January 2021 keeping in
mind the unprecedented circumstances
created by Covid-19 pandemic,” Joshi
wrote.

Talking about the Monsoon Session
which was delayed due to the pandemic,
Joshi appreciated cooperation from all
political parties for a productive session
held under extraordinary circumstances by
making special logistical arrangements.
The Winter Session of Parliament normally
starts from the last week of November or
first week of December.

Responding to the Parliamentary
Affairs Minister’s remarks, Ramesh tweet-
ed, “The Leader of the Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha was not consulted. Mr.
Pralhad Joshi is as usual departing from
the truth.”

Hitting out at the Government,
Congress’ chief spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala said on Twitter, “Modi ji, deci-
mation of ‘parliamentary democracy’ is
complete. NEET/JEE exams can be held
during COVID. Schools can be opened,
universities can hold exams. Rallies can be

held in Bihar-Bengal. But the winter ses-
sion of Parliament can’t be held. Any sem-
blance of democracy left?” he asked.

The Constitution broadly stipulates
one major rule that there should not be a
gap of more than six months between two
sessions of Parliament. However, it has
been a convention to hold three sessions
of Parliament -- Budget, Monsoon and
Winter -- in a year.

On its official Twitter handle, the
Congress said, “Another step in the BJP’s
attempt to destroy democracy.” 

“The BJP brought crisis on democra-
cy is not limited to parliamentary sessions,
but is a crisis on every common person’s
life, their independence, their wishes. We
will fight this crisis,” the party said in a
tweet in Hindi.

Congress spokesperson Jaiveer Shergill
said, “Bihar election -- not postponed. New
Parliament building ceremony - not post-
poned. BJP Bengal rallies- not postponed.
But Parliament winter session - postponed
due to COVID-19. Winter session post-
ponement is BJP’s expected sinister strat-
egy to avoid debate, questions on farmers’
protest.”

Senior Congress leader and former
Maharashtra Chief Minister Prithviraj
Chavan said the Inter-Parliamentary
Union data shows more than 105 countries
across the world held multiple
Parliamentary sessions amidst the
COVID-19 pandemic.  He asked why the
Modi Government is evading account-
ability by cancelling the Parliament session.
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Presidential Years’, request my broth-
er Abhijit Mukherjee not to create any
unnecessary hurdles in publication of the
last book written by our father. He com-
pleted the manuscript before he fell sick.”
The final draft, she said, contains her
father’s handwritten notes and comments
that have been strictly adhered to. 

Stating that views expressed by him are
his own and no one should try to stop it
from being published for any cheap pub-
licity, she said, “That would be the great-
est disservice to our departed father.”

“Btw bro, the title of the book is ‘The
Presidential Years’, not ‘The Presidential
Memoirs’,” she said.

Abhijit Mukherjee  corrected the title
of the book in another tweet after his sis-
ter pointed out the mistake. 

The former president and long-time
Congress leader died on August 31 at the
age of 84, following COVID-19 compli-
cations. 
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bilateral relationship that Prime
Minister (Narendra) Modi and I have
pledged to achieve,” the British Prime
Minister said in a statement.

He is only the second British Prime
Minister since India’s independence to
attend the Republic Day parade in Delhi
as guest of honour after John Major in
1993.

Jaishankar said his presence at the
annual celebrations “would be in a way
symbolic of a new era, and a new phase of
India-UK ties.” Boris Johnson has also
invited Modi to join the G-7 summit next
year in Britain, said Raab.  India will be one
of the three guest countries. 

Johnson “will use his visit to India to
boost cooperation in areas that matter to
the UK and that will be priorities for our
international engagement throughout
2021 - from trade and investment, to
defence and security, and health and cli-
mate change,” his office said.

“The UK and India are significant
investors and markets for each other’s
economies and our growing trade and
investment relationship is worth around
24 billion pounds a year, supporting more
than half a million jobs There are 842
Indian companies in the UK with a com-
bined turnover of 41.2 billion pounds, cre-
ating jobs in all four corners of the United
Kingdom,” it added.

Calling India “an increasingly indis-
pensable partner for the United
Kingdom”, Johnson described the coun-
try as “pharmacy of the world” in
remarks that assume significance at a
time when the fight against coron-
avirus is raging.



While work and business has
moved to operating virtually,

the pandemic also has impacted on
how companies need to approach
employee growth and learning.
With social distancing and gather-
ing limits in effect, eLearning has
become the norm, and workplace
training has turned into webinars
and online classrooms. 

ELearning gives the benefit to
learn anytime and anyplace. The
biggest advantage that eLearning
provides for organisations is flexi-
bility. Over the last decade,
eLearning has found its way in the
corporate circuit and now will
become a necessity. A LinkedIn
Learning report points how 66% of
learning and development profes-
sionals say that their roles within
their organisations have grown sig-
nificantly since COVID-19 out-
break. Around 68% respondents also
indicated that employers have
stressed on learning programmes
and improve internal collabora-
tion. The appetite for learning pro-
grammes along with the remote
working scenarios has pushed for
companies to develop and prioritise
eLearning. Further, upskilling of
employees using virtual and
eLearning has become necessary in
the wake of coronavirus crisis.
There has been a need to enhance
learning mechanisms for employees
while working remotely.

Companies are already on this
path. The learning and development
approach has also gone completely
digital and virtual. Some examples
include virtual instructor led train-
ings, or webinars or webcasts and
podcasts- virtual collaborations is

helping employers train employees,
but also in make it interactive and
a two-way process. Some companies
are also enabling personalised or
customised learning and trainings to
help employees learn specific skills
to graduate to new roles. There is
also been a transition to rejig the
standard presentation and excel
handout content and digitalise it and
make it more interesting and inter-
active.  

The pandemic scenario has also
brought mental and psychological
health in the spotlight. Many com-

panies as a part of their new L&D
initiatives are also helping employ-
ees to expand their skillset and
explore new capabilities online.
Whether it is via massive open
online course (MOOC), sabbaticals
and external coaching — these
avenues are enabling employees
stay high-spirited during the chal-
lenging times. 

With time, even eLearning is
evolving. Companies are blending
newer ways to create an interesting
mix of eLearning methods — to
keep the workforce motivated and

enthused. Gamification or Game-
based learning is being used to both
engage and educate. 

Given the uniquity of eLearning
and making any piece of content
available, there are no limits to the
possibilities and benefits of
eLearning. It is not just enriching for
employees but for organisations
too, by saving operation costs and
time investments. It is an opportu-
nity to develop new skills and pro-
mote creativity, making the employ-
ees feel more empowered in the
roles. 

However, good eLearning is
not just about content curation and
delivering it but speaks of the organ-
isation’s overall competence devel-
opment agenda. While organisations
have transitioned to eLearning to
suit the needs of the present sce-
nario, a solid eLearning strategy is
a must to make employees fit for bet-
ter and higher roles. With the objec-
tive to nurture future ready skill sets,
it would be key to witness how com-
panies chalk out their eLearning
strategies that helps employees har-
ness the eLearning opportunities.
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The International School of
Design launches a Masters

Diploma programme in Luxury
Brand Management. The course
aims to help students learn and
adapt the skills essential for under-
standing the journey of a luxury
product and giving it a voice
through branding elements. The
course duration is 12 months and
is starting from mid-January 2021
at the INSD Paschim Vihar
Campus.

Speaking on the launch of the
course, Harsh Mann, Program

Director, MLBM, said: “The
Luxury Brand Management is a
new concept for the education
industry in India. It is one of the
least explored segment as it is con-
sidered to be expensive, few col-
leges able to offer high quality edu-
cation. There is a lack of qualified
individuals with a solid foundation
in technical and managerial skills.
We at INSD, have turned it as an
opportunity for students where we
are bringing courses that will help
carve a niche for oneself and
impart first-hand knowledge
regarding the rapidly proliferating
Asian and Indian luxury markets.”

The course focuses on varied
luxury verticals individually and
extensively — fashion, hospitality,
lifestyle, automobile, and real
estate. These courses will offer
intricate working of the luxury
industry around the world and the
psychology behind why it is a cov-
eted thing. 

The fee structure is competi-
tive in the market and registration
has already started where the stu-
dents will have to go through a reg-
istration process by getting them-
selves registered on
insd.edu.in/luxury-brand-man-
agement.
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Typeset, an integrated plat-
form for writing, collabo-

rating, and publishing
research papers has joined
hands with Turnitin to
become a full-service plagia-
rism checking resource for
writers, researchers, educa-
tors, and students. 

The integration creates an
authoring platform for setting
up scientific or educational
papers, complete with text
similarity checks. Typeset
made the move to integrate

with Turnitin in order to make
the writing process easier.

With over 100,000 journal
templates, researchers and
authors can write papers and
articles in the appropriate and
expected format—without the
need to worry about typeset-
ting and style. 

“It has been a true pleasure
partnering with Turnitin. We
are especially thankful for
Mark Harnor at Turnitin, who
helped us through the inte-
gration workflow,” said
SaiKiran Chandha, Founder
and CEO of Typeset. 

Amidst rising vulnerabilities in the pan-
demic-hit world economy, atmanirb-
harta (self-reliance) is a recovery-cum-

growth strategy not only for countries but also
for the working professionals. Both business-
es and employees are facing tough competi-
tion in the market today. In such a turbulent
time, entities with advanced and futuristic
skills are incredibly exceptional.

Willingness to learn is the way forward to
upcoming opportunities. Those who contin-
ue updating themselves seldom encounter fail-
ures. Today, to counter the ramifications of
COVID-19 on the world economy, there is an
urgent need to adopt an open talent economy
based on intellectual & skill collaborations. The
onset of e-learning platforms has enabled com-
panies and human resources to adopt cutting-
edge skills from certified coaches and indus-
try experts. The user-generated content on
these platforms plays a pivotal role in business
learning in the current scenario, especially for
businesses interested in digital transformation.

The competency level of a business
depends on how competent its employees are.
That’s why the HR managers of progressive
firms always show interest in candidates
equipped with advanced professional skills and
are willing to up-skill themselves further. As
per the latest study by Robert Half, a global
staffing firm, 84 per cent HR managers pre-
fer hiring employees whose skills can be honed
easily through training. Sometimes, candidates
willingness to learn new skills helps them to
secure a desired job despite lacking the exact
job qualifications. Here, HR managers believe
that a persona proclivity for developing skills
matters more than his/her qualifications to
accept additional responsibilities.

Digitalisation of businesses has increased
the role of technology in various operations to
manifolds. From marketing to manufacturing,
almost every business activity today is man-
aged by technology. Hence, to make their
employees tech proficient, companies are
facilitating learning for them. On the other
hand, many traditional businesses which have
heavily borne the brunt of the current pan-
demic have no better option than going dig-
ital to compete in the market. This is where
e-learning programmes for entrepreneurs and
managers are ensuring a smooth transition for
them. By pursuing these skill-oriented cours-
es, the victims of layoffs are re-entering into
the job market. 

E-learning training programmes are use-
ful in developing both hard and soft skills
among employees. Business skills such per-
taining to Data Analysis, Financial Accounting,

Networking, Decision-making, Negotiation,
and Leadership Skills, which every successful
professional needs can be acquired and pol-
ished through bespoke e-learning programmes.
They are useful in developing both hard and
soft skills among employees.

Detailed and interactive videos by the sea-
soned trainers can be viewed again and again
by an individual to derive maximum from a
course module. Besides, s/he has the option to
choose more than one online coach or subject
matter expert. The content can be further cus-
tomized to topics of business relevance
depending on an organisationrequire-
ments.Moreover, with the unprecedented
developments in region-specific virtual train-
ing programmes, the industry is receiving
immense benefits of localised content in ver-
nacular languages.

It is always difficult for an organisation to

lose its valuable and essential people because
their presence is imperative to achieve long-
term goals and objectives. But, to keep them
engaged and motivated, the employer must
ensure their personal and professional growth.
Upskilling is no more an expensive and stren-
uous affair. Thanks to the digitisation of com-
munication that has made learning and
upskilling immensely affordable for both
companies and individuals. Availability of e-
learning content in various formats and in dif-
ferent languages is greatly benefiting them
while serving well-informed and sophisticat-
ed customers. Also, accessing industry lead-
ers and thought leaders is no more a luxury
for small businesses. Like corporates, small
businesses too can empower their employees
with the experience and insights of eminent
personalities and consultants.
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Over the last decade, new tech-
nology has transformed
almost every aspect of our

lives. In every home, each hand, on
every desk, transportation to medi-
tation, Artificial intelligence and cod-
ing has proved to be humanity’s
greatest innovation of man and
machine partnership. With the pro-
gressing world, we know it is never
too late for anything. As in the field
of coding, well, the doors of new
learning are always open. 

The practice of programming
learning and coding is not limited to
any age. It is a secure career option in
the new world and develops an
appreciation for how things work
therefore helps mind growth in a pos-
itive direction. Some studies show that
the coders develop high cognitive
skills and they have lesser chances of
having memory loss. 

It improves the coders brain
health and lets them think actively.
Other studies have revealed that
coding uses parts of the brain asso-
ciated with memory, language pro-
cessing, attention and logic. It acts as
a good brain exercise although many
believe that coding is just logic and
math but it is much more than that,
it involves memory, logic, math, cre-
ativity, language and attention. Few of
the points say that coding is essential
for the brain and it is a good brain

exercise. 
Coding helps in shaping your

mental models
When choosing the language of

coding be it Java, Python, C, Cobol,
Fortran, or Basic you have to be care-
ful. Starting with the language can be
very hard, but once you start with one
language, the coding dictates and
helps in thinking  about data struc-
tures, algorithms, etc. The language
helps your mind work in a constant
way that one can tell who wrote it just
by looking at the anonymised code. 

Coding isn’t just about Math
and Logic

Many believe that coding is all
about math and logic but it is not lim-
ited to this. The area spans more than
this. The coders also need to have bet-
ter creativity, attention, reasoning, and

language. It involves constant use of
brain parts for different functions of
coding. As coders also learn other
programmers code, they try to write
it again with a new way. So in this way
coding also keeps the brain active.

As all these studies prove that
coding is good for cognitive devel-
opment it is essential for the young
students to learn it from an early age.
Coding keeps the mind active and
running all the time. Coders often
program while hiking, jogging, bik-
ing, or even eating. Also, as you keep
on coding your mind gets familiar to
the language and you will find it less
essential to refer to the guide. This
brain exercise lets you be creative and
lose your burdened mind.
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When the education scenario has turned
digital globally and remote learning

is the new the norm in students, leading
competitive exams Crest Olympiads has
made it possible for the school students to
be a part of the prestigious Olympiad exams
from the comfort of their homes during the
unprecedented times of coronavirus pan-
demic. Through this online platform, the
students also have the liberty of choosing
the date and time for appearing in the exam
according to their convenience.  

The Crest Olympiads, considered to be
the foundations of exams like JEE, NEET,
among others, has been conducting online
Olympiads for quite some time in various

subjects even for those students who may
not have an option from the school for the
same. It conducts exams in Mathematics,
Science, English, Logical Reasoning, Cyber,
and Spell Bee for students of classes 1 to 10.
There is something for little kids from
Prep/KG as well. They can appear for Math,
Science and English Olympiads. 

Students from more than 4000 schools
in over 25 countries participate in the
Olympiads conducting by them. Crest
Olympiads has helped students to maintain
continuity even in the pandemic. The plat-
form enables the students to view the answer
keys and, more importantly, allows chal-
lenging them. This way, the students can rec-
tify themselves and can evaluate where they
went wrong.
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The curtain ‘The Grand

Beginning of College Life
‘unfolds,

The gladness wave keeps
gushing leading to so much
delight all around

New campus, new friends,
new style of learning and
training&lifestyle too,

There will be so much
happening around you, in
you and through you,

Some of you may be care-
free, some overly busy and
some make history!

Blended learning, cutting
across disciplines is an art for
you to explore,

Classes, labs, clubs, fests
all of many a kind, competi-
tions and programs galore

Including networking,
industrial visiting, camping,
representing, winning and-
losing,

Also learn new languages,
skills, art and explore your tal-
ents while you are here, 

It may keep you occupied,
preoccupied too but will aid to
career building.

Some under estimate you
and some overdo, but never
worry about it

You don’t have to be the
version of their opinions! Your
goal to be your priority!

Make good memories, eat
well, exercise, learn new
things regularly, 

Also plant saplings, con-
tribute to animal care and
engage in research too

Above all never shy away
as participation will endorse a
nice learning.

It’s a demanding world out
there and to have an edge over
others,

You need to be the best of
yourself! So, explore and
experiment ardently,

Ensure your resume is
exclusive to attract the best
prospects available,

Bring out the author, poet,
dancer, lyricist, researcher,
and the player in you

You will certainly enjoy
the thrill as you fill your
heart, soul and mind.

Soon it will be time to bid
adieu to your alma mater and
move on

The curtain ‘The End of
College Life’ will drop and
there’d be no replay,

So be prudent and engage
in craftingthe supreme version
of you.

Serve the society whole-
heartedly and do it free as far
as possible;

For to live in the happy
memories of people is one
great form of victory.
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The COVID-19 pushed entire
India into lockdown in March
including schools and colleges, to

prevent the spread of the deadly virus.
The entire education system was
brought to a halt. Now, the lockdown
has been lifted gradually but there is no
certainty in when the educational
institutions will re-open.

The present pandemic has opened
the gateway to a new wave in the edu-
cation industry.  While most sectors are
struggling to keep up with lesser
demands in the pandemic, the edtech
industry is seeing a significant increase
in their consumer base. 

The new changes in the National
Education Policy (NEP) rolled out by
the UC are prominent aspects of this
wave. The policies have altered the
entire education system that was being
followed in the country since decades
by modifying the existing 10+2 model
by 5+3+3+4 format. Another major
change is diminishing the rigid bound-
aries between the three streams- arts,
commerce, science, now students are
free to choose their set of subjects. All
these changes have created a new type
of learning — experimental learning
which emphasizes on critical thinking
with discovery-based, discussion-based
and analysis-based learning, eliminat-
ing the concept of carrying heavy
books to schools.

The new wave of education has
come as a breath of fresh air for most
students but also as an obstacle for oth-
ers. Quality education for all sectors of
society has been an on-going battle in
India. UNESCO stated that around 320
million learners in the country have
been impacted by the pandemic, the
majority of them belong to socially dis-
advantaged backgrounds.

On the other hand, concise learn-
ing and the freedom of choice has given
a chance for students to elect their
courses, teachers, and tune into video
lessons according to their needs.  With
the abundance of courses that are
available online, learning more in less
time is the need of the hour. Parents,
the key decision-makers want their
children to stay ahead of time and
expand their learning capacities.
Education is no more limited to a sin-
gle field of study; current times ask stu-

dents to be enriched in multiple disci-
plines. The digital shift is influencing
parents and students to enrol in tech-
oriented short-term courses such as
designing, coding, and many more.
With the current situation and con-
sumer behaviour patterns, concise
learning is certainly the future.

Concise learning helps students in
practical learning and improves their
understanding, self-organisation and
time-management. It keeps them
engaged and motivated and enhances
independent learning. Concise learn-
ing benefits students by improving their
active learning, it eliminates the time
that is wasted while passively studying.
Students do not feel the need to cram
their books and ultimately ace their
exams. With concise learning, students
can focus more on topics that are dif-
ficult for them to understand instead
of going through the entire lesson. It
also maintains the curiosity in students
and motivates them to solve problems.
In other words, concise learning is
effective and meaningful learning.

We offer online live classes, along
with class and subject-specific course
content and Test series. The dedicated
and experienced team of tutors sup-
ports students through both online and
offline mediums with its course mate-
rial available on the app, YouTube and
the website. 

<�!� �'- %+$(�( $�%'%�
'��+# ��$6�&���$�.�

�# ��� � %+��$%. -'"�#$���� % .�+# 
�$+ �$6�+��$�% ���$* �'%�+# � .�"$+'�%
� "+���)�'%�'%��$�&� �#��&�)� $+#�$'��&��
-$%6��+�. %+�=��$6��
�
�� �	8�

,��	��--���
�5+!��!�����	�������	"+�
��	

The British Council
invites applications for
scholarship to support

women and girls in STEM
around the world. Each of
these scholarships covers full
tuition fees, monthly stipends,
a return economy class ticket
and other study-related costs
like IELTS exam fee, visa appli-
cation, NHS surcharge and
study materials.

No of scholarships for
Indian students: 1

Eligibility: To be eligible
for the scholarships for women
in STEM, you must: Be a
woman (cis-gendered or trans)
or identify as non-binary.

Be a passport holder and
permanent resident of one of
the eligible countries — India.

Have submitted an appli-
cation to study on one of the
eligible University of
Strathclyde postgraduate pro-
grammes.

Have completed all com-
ponents of an UG degree that
will enable you to gain entry
onto a PG programme at the
University of Strathclyde.

Demonstrate a case for
financial support need via a
means-test conducted by the
University of Strathclyde.

Have not previously stud-
ied at degree level or higher in
the UK or lived recently in the
UK.

You must not be in receipt

of financial support or fund-
ing towards your study pro-
gramme in the UK from any
other source.

Meet the English language
requirement.

Return to your country of
citizenship for a minimum of
two years after your scholarship
award has ended.

You are required to show in
your application that you are
active in the field with work
experience or with a proven
interest in the programme area
you are applying for.

You are willing to demon-
strate future contribution to
capacity-building and socio-
economic advancement
through the benefits achieved
after graduating from UK high-
er education and returning
your home country.

You must demonstrate a
plan and passion to engage
other women and girls in
STEM from your home coun-
try.

You agree that your per-
sonal data being shared with
the British Council as a condi-
tion of applying for the bursary.

If you are awarded a schol-
arship, you agree to maintain
contact with the British
Council and act as an ambas-
sador for the UK and engage
with activities as part of a
STEM alumnus. Any involve-
ment in these activities during
your study in the UK will take
up no more than five hours per
term.

Application deadline: It
is  March 1, 2021.
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The COVID-19 pandemic is

a paradigm of humans
learning to adapt new ways

of life and change nature of day
to day operations. The way online
space has taken over academic
and non-academic learning, busi-
ness operations, exchange of
information, there is no going
back for most. 

E-learning has effectively
blended institutional learning as
well as professional upskilling,
while maintaining a nuanced
approach for all. The openness of
individuals and corporates to
understand and analyse the
impact of edtech has broaden the
scope for the industry. While the
platforms have a gush of cours-
es, selecting the right fit can be
challenging. 
With the help of this checklist,
you will be able to set yourself on
the path of a successful online
learning experience.

GOAL SETTING
Assess and opt for an online

course that elevates your growth
trajectory. Finding a course that
meets all expectations can be a
tedious process, hence it is
important to filter your criteria.
It is important that individuals
should be able to determine the
reason for choosing a particular
course — to become employable,
to crack a competitive exam or
just a new hobby. This will ensure
that the time and amount spent
is adequately used.

Whereas, corporates and
entrepreneurs should evaluate
who needs the course and why,
for example, a marketing team
might need a training for digital
marketing while leadership might
need resilience training. 

Think about why do you
need a certain course and how
will it strike your growth ambit
in the short or long run. 

COURSE CREDIBILITY
Accreditation is like a pro-

tective layer for your online
course and can help you mark a
difference between good and
brilliant coaches and platform.
Identify your skill gap and look
for a skill set that will enhance

your capability and augment
your operations.

Picking up non-academical
course help in adding an edge to
overall persona, hence select a
platform that offer certified
course of courses by certified
coaches. The course must offer
valuable course material, inter-
active classes and a more trust-
ed experience with personalised
attention.  
EXPERTS AND METHODOLOGY

While browsing the e-learn-
ing learning platform, keep an
eye on course variety and its ped-
agogy. It is ideal to enroll into
non-traditional courses like
Artificial Intelligence, Data
Science, Machine Learning
alongside leadership and soft
skills. While researching, look for
platforms that offer live courses
with expert coaches instead of
just pre-recorded lectures. Live
courses amplify learning and
ensures effective engagement
between the learner and the
coach.

Coaches are the backbone of
any e-learning platform, there-
fore seek for coaches who are
experts in the domain and whose
insight is not only academic but
offer comprehensive insight.

FLEXIBILITY & AFFORDABILITY 
The online platforms foster

independent learning. Online
platform should be able to design
a course journey for the learner.
Considering factors like user
interface, course accessibility
post completion, course avail-
ability in low internet band-
width, etc. are imperative as it
defines your learning experi-
ence. To ensure effective learning
for corporates, platform should
be able to customize the course
in accordance to the organisation. 

The emergence of multiple
industry players has enabled
learners to identify and distin-
guish platforms in accordance
with quality and price. Learners
should calculate the ROI by
determining the type of course. 

For example,  due to
increased demand, digital mar-
keting courses have suddenly
surged prices, however, explore
platforms that offer the same
course at competitive prices.
Very often there are hidden costs
embedded into the format of a
course, hence one must read
reviews and do a diligent research
before investing.

Often online learning plat-
forms overpass the approximately
15 per cent of the billion popu-
lation in the world, this popula-
tion is specially-abled who need
dedicated coaches and platforms
for better future. Talented indi-
viduals with certain disability are
masters of multiple traditional
and non-traditional subjects.
Find platforms that carter to
varied audience to experience
holistic learning. An excellent e-
learning course is an eminent
opportunity to be in control of
your destiny. 
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Former Australia captain
Allan Border believes a
fully fit Jasprit Bumrah

will be the key to India’s
prospects of retaining the four-
match Test series Down Under.

Calling himself a big fan of
the India pace spearhead,
Border said Bumrah has the
potential to make a difference
between the two sides in the
much-anticipated rubber, start-
ing in Adelaide from Thursday.

“Well I am a huge fan of
Bumrah. If he keeps himself fit.
We are talking of a guy who can
win games for you fellows. I
worry about him because on
our pitches you get a little bit
of bounce and sideways move-
ment,” said Border.

“For India to win, I am
worried about Bumrah. If he
fires up like he did last time, get
important wickets, ruffle a few
feathers with the ball, I reckon
he could be the real difference,”
he added ahead of the series. 

Bumrah accounted for 21
wickets in four matches in
2018-19, playing a key role in
India’s first-ever Test series
win in Australia.

“You always think that
your batting line-up will get
enough runs, you need the 20
wickets to win the Test. If he
stays fit, he is the one who is
going to be a key,” the former
Australia skipper added.

From Australia’s point of
view, Border picked young
all-rounder Cameroon Green
as the player to watch out for
in the series.

“For Australia, Cameroon
Green, he is a really good
young cricketer. He is some-
one to watch. He ia big tall lad
and his batting is really good,
gives the ball good whack
and he’s got great technique,”
he said.

Border also said the
Indians will feel the absence of
Virat Kohli once he returns
home after the opening Test to
attend to the birth of his first
child.

“I agree, there will be a
huge gap in that line-up — just
his (Kohli’s) presence around
that team and out on the
field. I think the Aussies will
really enjoy that they don’t
have to bowl to him for three
of the Test matches.

“So he will want to hit the
ground running at Adelaide
and try and get India off to a
flying start and see what hap-

pens from there,” he said.
“It’s hard to replace anyone

like him. So we have to wait
and see the impact it has but

surely the Aussies will be
favourites for the games where
he is not playing. That is for
sure.”
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Promising all-rounder
Cameron Green will make

his Test debut against India in
the series-opening day-night
match here if he clears the con-
cussion protocols, Australian
coach Justin Langer said on
Tuesday.

While Langer has still not
ruled out the woefully out of
form Joe Burns, Matthew Wade
is shaping as a potential open-
er if Green does not make it.

Green suffered a mild con-
cussion after being hit on the
head by a shot from Jasprit
Bumrah in the pink ball warm-
up match. He was replaced
under the sport’s concussion
rules and has since been mon-
itored by Cricket Australia’s
medical staff.

“If he’s passed fit he’ll defi-
nitely play,” Langer said.

“We are just going through
the protocols. He had another
test this morning which we got
good news on. He’s a terrific

young bloke, obviously an excel-
lent talent, he’s earned the right
for selection through his perfor-
mances.

Another call that the home
team needs to make is whether

to show faith in opener Burns
— who has managed a meagre
62 runs in nine innings this sea-
son.

“He is a very good player,
you don’t lose your talent
overnight, he also understands
that runs are the greatest cur-
rency or value to any player.

“He has been a bit lied on,
but we will have a look, get eyes
on him today, we will see how
he is going, have a chat with him
today and we will make our
decision on who is going to
open in the next day or so,” said
Langer.

The former Australia play-
er also made clear that Marnus
Labuschagne would not open
the batting.

“Talking about Marnus, he
won’t be opening, he has done
an amazing job at number
three. Steve Smith does an
amazing job at number four.
We’ll try and stay as settled as
possible while Davy (Warner) is
injured. We’ve got some tough
decisions to make.”
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Australia coach Justin Langer on
Tuesday asserted that his team will

“have plans in place” for Indian talis-
man Virat Kohli as cricket’s heavy-
weights renew one of the sport’s great-
est rivalries with the opening day-night
Test.

The four-match series
opener at Adelaide Oval on
Thursday will be the only
time Kohli will play Test
Down Under this summer
as he will return home
after the game to attend
the birth of his first child.

Langer, however, is
determined to stop Kohli
from setting the tone
for the series.

“He is a great play-
er and an equally great
leader. I have got so
much respect for him but we
are going to be really well
planned for him because we

know how important he is for India as
a leader and as a batsman. So, we will
have our plans in place.

“The next trick is to execute them,
hopefully, keep him out of the game
with his runs. At the end of the day,
that’s where he is going to have the
biggest impact. We’ve seen a lot of him
now, and he has seen a lot of us too,”

Langer said.
Langer also made it clear that

his team will focus more on the
skill part and look for ways to get

Kohli out instead of needlessly
engaging with him.

“What we talk about is
how to get Virat out. He
is such a great player, we
don’t talk about whether
we taunt him or not.
That’s rubbish...  We play
on the skill, not on emo-
tions, at least we try to.”

“There is obviously emo-
tion in the game, no doubt
about that, we are going to
control our emotions.”
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India vice-captain Ajinkya
Rahane on Tuesday conced-

ed that pacer Ishant Sharma’s
absence is a “big miss” but side-
stepped queries on his team’s
possible first XI combination for
the opening Day/Night Test
against Australia.

“I think, we do really have
a strong attack but yes we will
definitely miss Ishant, being the
senior fast bowler,” Rahane,
who is expected to lead in the
last three Tests after regular
skipper Virat Kohli goes on
paternity leave,  said during a
virtual press conference.

Ishant is recovering from a
rib injury sustained during the
IPL.

Rahane, however, is confi-
dent that despite Ishant’s
absence, the pace attack com-
prising Jasprit Bumrah and
Mohammed Shami will step it

up for the Australians.
“The guys who are here

Umesh (Yadav), (Navdeep)
Sani, (Mohammed) Siraj with
Jasprit (Bumrah) and

(Mohammed) Shami, they are
all really good and experienced
and they know how to bowl in
these conditions,” he said.

“...This is a new series start-
ing with the Pink ball, so it is all
about getting that momentum,
but I do believe that we have the
attack to get 20 wickets,” he said.

On the possible opening
combination among the four
available options (Mayank
Agar wal,  Prithvi Shaw,
Shubman Gill and KL Rahul)
and two options for wicket-
keeping (Wriddhiman Saha
and Rishabh Pant), Rahane
said a decision will be taken
on the eve of the match.

“See, we have still not
decided what’s our combina-
tion going to be. We will sit

tomorrow (Wednesday),
there is another day to go, one
more practice session to go,
we wil l  sit  tomorrow
(Wednesday) and discuss
what’s our combination,”
Kohli’s deputy said.

“...But see whoever plays, it
is going to be like, everyone is
equally there, everyone is equal-
ly talented, whoever plays, they
can win the match for us, so it
is all about trusting our players,”
Rahane said.

He also didn’t give any
definitive answer on what
would be senior spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin’s role
although he did acknowl-
edge that his all-round skills
will be very handy going into
the first Test.
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The legendary Sunil Gavaskar feels the
Indian team management should pre-

fer an aggressive Rishabh Pant over a tech-
nically sound Wriddhiman Saha for the
wicket-keeper’s role in the four-match Test
series against Australia, starting Thursday.

Gavaskar said that with a blistering 73-
ball 103-run knock in the second warm-up
game under his belt, Pant will give India
more flexibility in the first Test, the only day-
night game, to be played in Adelaide.

“It is going to be a tough one for the tour
selection committee because Rishabh played
in all the 4 Test matches four years ago. He
also got a hundred and seemed he got under
the skin of the Australian players with his
chirping behind the stumps.

“...When you just came off a hundred
few days earlier, he would be the choice of
the management I think,” Gavaskar said.

Gavaskar said he preferred Pant over a
more-accomplished keeper in Saha, as
Australian pitches are not so demanding
when it comes to keeping wickets.

“When you are playing on pitches
where the wicketkeeper has to stand upto
the stumps, where the ball turns out a lit-
tle bit that’s when you tend to take your best
wicketkeeper, in which case Wriddhiman
Saha would be the obvious choice,” he
explained.

“But here, India will having pacers
where you can stand behind and have lit-
tle more time, my feeling is that they will
go for Rishabh,” Gavaskar said while pre-
viewing the series named after him and
Allan Border.

Both Gavaskar and Border batted for
Shubman Gill over Prithvi Shaw to open
along side Mayank Agarwal in the series.

“...India is a little bit shaky at the top of
the order. They don’t know who they are
going to go with. Mayank Agarwal is of
course a certainty. But who’s the other open-
er — Shubman Gill or Prithvi Shaw?” said

Gavaskar.
“So with uncertainty at the top, they

would like to strengthen their batting and
so Rishabh Pant will play. I am hoping he
(Rishabh) plays at 6 because then that will
allow you to pick 5 bowlers to try and get
20 Australian wickets,” he added.

In the two warm-up games, Gill’s
scores — 0, 29, 43, 65 — got better with
every knock while Shaw — with scores of
0, 19, 40, 3 — looked out of sorts.

And Border was mighty impressed by

how Gill has shaped up.
“I’ve been in Sydney the last couple of

days, watching the Indian team against
Australia A. I was impressed with Gill,” said
the former Australia captain.

“I really think he’s got something
about him, his technique. I know he’s young
so he can play a few rash shots here and
there, but he looks a seriously good play-
er, this kid. He would be my pick out of the
guys I saw.

“I know you guys (rate) Shaw but it
seems to me like he plays a shot-a-ball.
Against the new ball, he looks good on flat
tracks, but in Australia, you’ve got to be a
little bit more watchful about your shot
selection,” he added.

Gavaskar agreed with Border and said
Shaw needs to get back to the drawing board
and work on his weaknesses — inconsis-
tency and poor shot selection.

“I think he’s (Shaw) got to spend a lit-
tle more time assessing his batting. Because
as an opening batsman, you’ve got to give
yourself time to see what the pitch is doing,
see what the bowlers are doing,” he said.

“Trying to bat the way he’s batting at the
moment is not going to make him a con-
sistent player. Yes, he’s going to make runs
once in a while but he’s got to tighten up
his defence.”

Gavaskar, however, was pretty sure
about other opener, saying Mayank Agarwal
is the player to watch out for in the series.

“For me the player to watch out for
from India will be Mayank Aggarwal. He
came to Australia for the last couple of Test
matches two years ago and he actually,
showed the way because till then India had
not got any start,” the Little Master said.

“He showed how to tackle Nathan
Lyon. He has gone from strength to
strength. Look at the season he had last year,
where he scored a double hundred against
South Africa.

“So he’s the guy I really am looking for-
ward to in this series,” Gavaskar added. 
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Former Australia skipper
Ricky Ponting wants the

team management to show faith
in under-fire Joe Burns and
retain him in the Test series
opener against India.

The 31-year-old Burns has
been going through a terrible
phase, having scored just 62 runs
at 6.89 with a highest score of 29
in his last nine first-class innings.

He scored 4, 0, 0, 1 in his last
four innings during the two
warm-up games ahead of the
four-Test series against India.

“I’m sticking with Joe Burns.
I’ve heard a lot of suggestions
that he hasn’t scored enough
runs to stay in the side but I’m
keeping him in there,” Ponting
said on Channel Seven.

“He made 40 in his last Test
innings, he’s made four Test hun-
dreds, averages almost 40 — I’m
sticking with him and showing
some faith. I think he’s good
enough to get through it.”

“What Marcus Harris has-
n’t done is score (Test) hundreds
— (his) highest score is 70-odd,
(whereas) Joe Burns can score
Test match hundreds. I’m stick-
ing with him,” Ponting said.

Ponting also believes that
wicketkeeper-batsman Matthew
Wade should be elevated to the
opener’s role, which will pave the
way for 21-year-old all-rounder
Cameron Green’s inclusion in
the playing XI.

Melbourne: Former batsman
Mark Waugh believes Steve
Smith has repented enough for
his role in the ball-tampering
scandal and needs to be hand-
ed Australia’s Test captaincy
after the retirement of incum-
bent Tim Paine.

Smith was removed from
captaincy due to his involvement
in the scandal in 2018.

However, ahead of the four-
Test series against India, there
has been discussions and debates
on whether it was time to rein-
state Smith as captain.

“I would have made Steve
Smith captain. He is one of the
best players in the team, so he
is always going to be picked in
the team,” Waugh said on Fox
Sports’ Heavy Roller Podcast.

“Plus he has captained
Australia for a number of years.
He’s got a great cricket brain and

I think he is a leader, so why
not?”

Smith had captained
Australia in 34 Tests, 51 ODIs
and 8 T20Is between 2015 and
2018 before being banned.

“I know a lot of people say
why should he captain again?
But hang on the crime has been
paid for as minor as I thought
it was,” Waugh said.

“He’s paid his penance there,
so he gets back to captain. I think
he is a pretty good captain.”

However, spin legend Shane
Warne believes Smith’s time as
captain is up and he should just
focus on amassing runs for the
country.

“I wouldn’t (make him cap-
tain), I think Steve Smith has
had his time. I would go with
someone else as captain. Steve
Smith we want to bat and bat,”
Warne said. PTI
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Adelaide: Australia’s batsman
Steve Smith on Tuesday missed
a crucial net session due to a sore
back as the home team’s tumul-
tuous build-up to the four-
match Test series experienced
another major injury scare.

After having warmed up for
10 minutes with his teammates
by doing a few stretching exer-
cises and running drills at the
Adelaide Oval, Smith skipped
the routine football session and
headed straight to the dressing
room in some discomfort after
tweaking his back while bend-
ing down to pick up a ball.

The day-night first Test
starts here from Thursday and
Smith is not expected to return

to training until at least
Wednesday. According to the
Australian media, a team
spokesman said the 31-year-old
is likely to bat at the nets on
Wednesday and there is no
doubt about his availability for
the much-anticipated series
opener. PTI
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Australia pace spearhead Pat
Cummins feels the series open-

er against India will test the tactical
acumen of the captains as day-night
matches move at a “slightly different
pace” with the pink ball zipping
around a bit more under lights.

Australia have won each of
their four day-night Test matches so
far. India, on the other hand, have
played just one pink ball Test, win-
ning it convincingly against
Bangladesh last year.

Cummins, who played for
Kolkata Knight Riders in the IPL,
said there is always a sense of excite-
ment when they approach a pink ball
Test. “... We are just a little bit, won’t
say nervous but excited, knowing
that the game moves at a slightly dif-
ferent pace to a normal Test match.
You can have some sessions under
the lights where the balls just zip
around,” Cummins told kkr.In.

“After dinner, when the light

takes effect, just for whatever reason
it seems like the ball zips around a
bit more.

“You can have some periods in
a Test match a bit like a one-dayer,
where the ball doesn’t swing, does-
n’t seam and all of a sudden out of
nowhere, it starts zipping around
under the lights.

“It’s just another dynamic of the
game. It’s a tactic that the captains
have to manage — when to bat and
when to bowl,” Cummins said.

India had registered their first-
ever Test series win on Australian
soil in 2018-19. But the home side
didn’t have two of their top batsmen
— David Warner and Steve Smith —
in that series as they were serving
their ball-tampering bans.

Cummins said with the duo
back in the squad, it will hold them
in good stead in the series.

“We like to pride ourselves in
winning all our home series. So yeah,
definitely been looking forward to
this one for a couple of years now.
India had a better side than us a cou-
ple of years ago ... Even though we
shared patches I think overall, we
were outplayed by them in that
series,” he said.

“David and Smith coming back
into the side, they are two of the best
batters in the world, so of course it
helps. We’ve also got a couple of
younger guys who have now become
really mature players like Travis
Head, Marnus Labuschagne etc. So
that’s a big help.”
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Uttar Pradesh Olympic Association signed a pact
with King George Medical University to help
injured players during their rehabilitation. “There
are many players, who are not eligible for any med-
ical grant from the government and face many hin-
derances on their road to recovery.,” said UPOA gen-
eral secretary Anandeshwar Pandey. “We have tied
up with KGMU to provide the medical support to
such players and all the expenses will be borne by
UPOA’, he added. Present on the occasion were
KGMU’s sports medicine department head Ashish
Srivastava and Syed Rafat Rizvi of Iconic Olympic
Games Academy.
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Unity Academy defeated Avadh Strikers by 124 runs
to win the RBT Friendship Cricket Series at Pt Ras Bihari
Tiwari Stadium on Tuesday. Aman Razi  bagged the
man of the match award while Akarsh Gupta walked
away with man of the tournament. JB Saxena and AK
Singh gave away the awards to the winners.
BRIEF SCORES:
Unity Academy: 221 (Adeel Baqar 57, Mohd
Danish 52, Akarsh Gupta 49, Soman Mahanti 29;
Anand Sahai 26/2, Kunal Singh 42/1)
Avadh Strikers: 97 (Anurag Pal 29, ManpreeT Singh
15, Dhirendra Singh 11; Aman Rizvi 19/3, Aman
Jaiswal 26/3, Vasu Tripathi 10/1)
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National coaching camp of para badminton con-

sisting of eight athletes and seven coaches & sup-
port staff has been started at SAI Regional Centre
from Tuesday. The camp will get over February
6,2021.  Four players and four staff members report-
ed on first day and they will be undergoing quar-
antine for seven days as per revised SOP and on 6th
day RTPCR test will be done. 
The campers who reported are: Pramod Bhagat,
Palak Kohli, Parul Parmar, Sukant Kadam (players),
Gaurav Khanna (Chief coach), J a i
Prakash Mishra (Physio), Lakshya (physical train-
er), Nitesh Gaikawad.


