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The ruling Nepal
Communist Party’s Central

Committee faction led by
Executive Chairman Pushpa
Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’ on
Tuesday removed Prime
Minister KP Sharma Oli from
the post of chairman and
decided to take disciplinary
action against him, virtually
splitting the party more than
two years after its formation.

The Central Committee
unanimously nominated senior
leader Madhav Kumar Nepal as
the party’s second chairman in
place of Oli. Prachanda is the
first chairman of the party.

“Now Dahal and Nepal

will chair the meetings in turn
as stated in the party statue,”
said Rekha Sharma, a central
committee member.

“Oli has been expelled as
the party chair for going against
the party,” Sharma was 
quoted as saying by the
Kathmandu Post.

Former Prime Minister
Jhalanath Khanal and former
agriculture minister
Ghanashyam Bhushal were
among the attendees of the
Central Committee meeting
of Prachanda-led faction.

Continued on Page 11
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Setting aside speculation
about the mode and sched-

ule of board examinations,
Union Education Minister
Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank on
Tuesday stated that the CBSE
board examinations will be
held offline only and that no
exams, including practicals,
will be held before the end of
February 2021. 

During a virtual interac-
tion with teachers from across
the country, Nishank said more
modalities on the board exams
and other entrance tests like
JEE and NEET will be worked
upon in consultation with the
Home and Health Ministries.
He made it clear that the board
exams will not be cancelled.

“The Classes 10 and 12

CBSE board exams 2021 will
not be held in January and
February. The exact exam
schedule will be decided after
February 2021,” said Nishank.

“I received a lot of requests
from various #students &
#teachers to postpone @cbsein-
dia29 board #exams for Class
10 & 12. Keeping the
#COVID19 pandemic in mind
& after various consultations,
we have decided that #board
exams will not be held in
February,” he tweeted later.

Continued on Page 11
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The economic loss due to
premature deaths and mor-

bidity from air pollution — as
high as 1.7 million (18 per cent
of the total deaths) — was �2.6
lakh crore or 1.4 per cent of the
GDP in India in 2019, accord-
ing to a new scientific paper
published in Lancet Planetary
Health release on Tuesday.

The economic loss per
capita was highest in Delhi,
which was to the tune of $62.0.
Delhi was  followed by neigh-
bouring Haryana at $53.8,
according to the scientific
paper on health and econom-
ic impact of air pollution. 

In Delhi, the loss due to
lost output from premature
deaths and illness attributable
to air pollution as a percentage
of State GDP was 1.06 per cent,
while Uttar Pradesh recorded
highest loss to GDP at 1.34 per
cent followed by Punjab at
1.22 per cent.

“Delhi had the highest per-
capita economic loss due to air
pollution, followed by Haryana
in 2019, with 5.4 times 
variation across all States,” said
the findings.

Continued on Page 11
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US President Donald Trump
has conferred the Legion

of Merit, one of the highest mil-
itary honours of the US, on
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for his leadership in elevating
bilateral strategic partnership
and accelerating emergence of
India as a global power.

Prime Minister Modi
thanked President Trump for
the honour, saying the award
recognises efforts of people of
India and US to improve ties.

“I am deeply honoured to be
awarded the Legion of Merit by
@POTUS @realDonaldTrump.
It recognises the efforts of the
people of India & the US to
improve bilateral ties, reflected
in the bipartisan consensus in
both countries about the Indo-
US Strategic Partnership,” Modi
tweeted on Tuesday.

The PM said the 21st cen-
tury presents both unprece-
dented challenges as well as
opportunities. “The India-US
relationship can leverage the

vast potential of our people’s
unique strengths to provide
global leadership for the ben-
efit of entire humanity… On
behalf of the 1.3 billion people
of India, I reiterate my
Government’s firm conviction
and commitment to continue
working with the US
Government, and all other
stakeholders in both countries,
for further strengthening India-
US ties,” Modi added.

India’s Ambassador to the
US, Taranjit Singh Sandhu,
accepted the award on behalf of
the PM from the US National
Security Advisor Robert
O’Brien at the White House 
on Monday.

President Trump “present-
ed the Legion of Merit to
Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for his leader-
ship in elevating the US-India
strategic partnership,” O’Brien
said in a tweet.

Continued on Page11
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The People’s Alliance for
Gupkar Declaration

(PAGD) under the chairman-
ship of Farooq Abdullah is
headed for a clear victory in
Kashmir Valley while the BJP,
with running an aggressive
star studded election campaign
in the region, is hoping to
retain majority seats in its
strong bastion across Jammu
province to wield control over
the newly elected District
Development councils. 

The PAGD had fought the
entire election on the plank of
restoring Statehood and the
special status of the erstwhile
State of Jammu & Kashmir.

According to the latest
trends available on the website
of the Chief Electoral Officer of
Jammu & Kashmir, out of 280

seats the election results of 226
seats were declared till late
evening while counting was still
going on the rest of the seats.
As per the result tally, the
PAGD  won 92 seats while BJP
was second at 64 and Congress
party was trailing with 20 seats
in its kitty at number three slot
in the overall tally. On its own
the NC had won 53 seats,
JKPDP 25, CPI(M) 5, JKPC 6
and JKPM 3.

Former BJP Minister and

party vice president Shakti Raj
Parihar earned a unique dis-
tinction of losing both the
seats at the hands of the
National Conference and
Congress candidates.

Two other former BJP leg-
islators Prof Garu Ram and
Sham Lal Choudhary in
Jammu, however, managed to
win their seats from RS Pura
and Suchetgarh constituencies
respectively.

Continued on Page 11
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Another hope of bringing an
end to the stand-off

between farmers and the
Government ended on Tuesday
after the protesting farmers
on Tuesday said a decision on
the Central Government’s offer
for fresh talks has been deferred
to Wednesday, even as they
remained adamant on their
demand to repeal the three
farm laws.

Besides, two other impor-
tant developments of the day
included a statement by farm-
ers in which they said they
would write to Britain MPs,
urging them to press their
Prime Minister Boris Johnson
not to attend India’s Republic
Day celebrations on January 26
and emphasised on their earli-
er decisions to boycott all prod-
ucts of Adani and Ambani.

“We all farmers have also
decided to throw away all the
towers installed by corporate
houses such as Ambani in our
fields. Following the protest, the
farmers union have also wrote
a letter to MP of Britain urging
to stop British Prime Minister
to visit India on Republic Day,”
said Kulwant Singh Sandhu,

farmers’ leader.  
The farmers protesting at

Ghazipur border on Tuesday
morning blocked both car-
riageways of National
Highway-24 alleging some
farmers coming from western
UP were blocked by authorities
on way to the protest site. 

Continued on Page 11

��$����!����%
��������$
�	��� "./	�.0,1

Amid new virus strain scare,
20 passengers who arrived

in India on separate flights
from London have tested 
positive for Covid-19. This
even as the Government
claimed that there is no trace so
far of the new strain of coron-
avirus in India.

Of the travellers who test-
ed positive seven landed in
Amritsar, five in Delhi, four in
Ahmedabad, including a
British national, two in Kolkata,
one in Chennai. One is a crew
member of Air India.

While the Government on
Tuesday claimed that there is
no trace of new variant of the
Covid-19 detected in the UK in
India, on the first day itself of
issuing guidelines to check the
virus, the detection of so many
Covid positive fliers from
Britain arriving here is a cause
of serious concern.

The new strain is said to be
more transmissible and affect-
ing the younger population.

While their samples have
been sent to the National
Centre for Disease Control for
research, the detection suggests
that the mutated virus may be
already doing the rounds in the
country, sources in the Union
Health Ministry said.

The test results of passen-
gers who arrived from the
United Kingdom have raised
serious question on safety of air
passengers as to whether prop-
er screening is being done
before they board the plane in
foreign destination.

In India, rules clearly stat-
ed that passenger have to give
self-declaration certifying that
he is not carrying the coron-
avirus. In some cases, 
airline insisted test report to
ensure the passenger is coron-
avirus free.

“International travellers
from the UK who arrived in
India from November 25 to
December 8, 2020 (the first and
second week starting
November 25) will be contact-
ed by District Surveillance
Officers and advised to self-
monitor their health. If anyone
among them develops symp-
toms, they will take the RT-
PCR test and standard follow-
up action would be initiated,”
as per the document released
here for epidemiological sur-
veillance and response to the
new variant.

In fact, sources in the
Ministry said efforts are already
on to contact those who arrived
in India from the UK in this
period i.e. from November 25
to December 8. Though at a
press conference, Dr VK Paul,
Niti Aayog member, said that
the new strain that has been
spreading rapidly in the 
UK has not been detected in
India yet but the SOP clearly
rings alarm bells.

Six passengers who tested
positive on their arrival in
India were among the 266 who
travelled by the Air India Flight
that landed in the national
Capital at 10.40 pm on
Monday. A passenger who
returned from the United
Kingdom via Delhi to Chennai
has tested positive for coron-

avirus on Tuesday. His sample
has been sent to Pune to 
check if it is the new strain of
the virus.

Seven passengers and a
crew member who arrived here
from the UK in an Air India
flight tested positive for coro-
navirus on Tuesday. Among the
infected passengers are six men
and two women.

The Air India flight from
London had landed at
Amritsar’s Sri Guru Ramdas Jee
International Airport with 250
passengers and 22 crew mem-
bers at 12.30 am last night. 

Continued on Page 11
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Aday after it announced sus-
pension of flights from the

UK from December 25 to this
year-end as a safety precaution
in the wake of emergence of a
new variant of coronavirus,
the Union Health Ministry
issued the SOP for the travellers
coming from Britain.

The Ministry has mandat-
ed RT-PCR test and isolation in
a separate unit of an institu-
tional facility if a traveller is
found positive.

“The new variant of the
SARS-CoV-2 virus, reported in
the UK, is estimated by the
European Centre for Disease
Control (ECDC) to be more
transmissible and affecting a
younger population.

“This variant is defined
by a set of 17 changes or muta-
tions. One of the most signifi-
cant is an N501Y mutation in
the spike protein that the virus
uses to bind to the human
ACE2 receptor. Changes in

this part of the spike protein
may result in the virus becom-
ing more infectious and spread-
ing more easily between peo-
ple,” the Ministry warned.

It said that all travellers
from the UK will be required
to declare, according to exist-
ing procedure, their travel his-
tory of the past 14 days and fill
up the self-declaration form to
be screened for Covid-19.

All passengers coming
from the UK from December
21 to 23 would be subjected to
the RT-PCR test on arrival
and this has to be ensured by
respective State Governments,
the SOP stated.

Those found negative in
RT-PCR test at the airport
would be advised quarantine at
home and followed up, while
the passengers who are found
positive shall be isolated in an
institutional isolation facility in
a separate unit coordinated by
the respective state health
authorities. They would ear-
mark specific facilities for such
isolation and treatment, it said.

A spike gene-based RT-
PCR test should also be per-
formed by an appropriate lab-
oratory in case of a positive
sample, the Health Ministry
recommended. 

Continued on Page 11
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A
fter the recent visit of
Hyderabad MP Asaduddin

Owaisi to Lucknow, the process
of formation of a third front
comprising small political par-
ties has gained momentum.
Former ally of the Bharatiya
Janata Party Om Prakash
Rajbhar, who heads the
Suheldev Bhartiya Samaj Party,
is quietly busy stitching
alliances with smaller parties in
Uttar Pradesh. 

Rajbhar, a BJP ally till May

last year, was a minister in the
Yogi Adityanath government
but was shown the door in the
midst of the 2019 Lok Sabha
elections after he made sever-
al  derogatory statements
against the BJP.

The SBSP is focused on the
Rajbhar community, which
constitutes around 17-18 per
cent of the population in the
Purvanchal area of Uttar
Pradesh. 

Sources close to Rajbhar
said that he is in the final stages
of sewing up alliances with

smaller parties.
“Talks with Shivpal Singh

Yadav, who heads the
Pragatisheel Samajwadi Party
(Lohia), are in the final stages.
Rajbhar also had a meeting
recently with Asaduddin
Owaisi of All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen. Talks are
also on with Jan Adhikar Party
president Babu Singh
Kushwaha, Rashtra Uday Party
chief Babu Ram Pal, Janata
Kranti Party president Anil
Singh Chauhan and Rashtriya
Upekshit Samaj Party chief

Premchand Prajapati,” the
sources said.

Rajbhar plans to mobilise
Dalits, most backwards and
Muslims so that they can play
a significant role in the forma-
tion of the next government
after the 2022 Assembly elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh. 

Interestingly, Rajbhar held
meetings with Samajwadi Party
president Akhilesh Yadav and
party patriarch Mulayam Singh
Yadav but neither side has
since said anything on the
meetings.

����� 0-'+"&/

Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav targeted

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
after the release of  SP MLA
Tazeen Fatma from Sitapur
jail on Monday. 

Tazeen Fatma, who is the
wife of Rampur SP MP
Mohammad Azam Khan, was
given bail by a court on
Monday.

The Rampur police had
registered 34 cases against
Fatma and she was granted bail
in 32 cases earlier while in two
other cases she was granted bail
by the court on Monday. 

“The bail of Tazeen Fatma
proves that those indulging in
hate politics will have to face
defeat and also face the
truth. The path of lies that the
Bharatiya Janata Party is
pursuing leads to injustice
and downfall. This is victory
for those who believe in
justice “ Akhilesh tweeted on
Tuesday. 

After walking out of

Sitapur jail on Monday
evening, Fatma said, “I have
been released from jail after 12
months for which I credit the
judiciary as it did justice to me.”

The SP leader added, “I did
not get any special facility in jail

and did not even meet my hus-
band today before being
released.” 

Her husband Azam Khan
and ex-SP MLA son Abdullah
Azam continue to remain in
Sitapur jail. 
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Lucknow (PNS): Aiming to provide com-
petitive edge to technical institutes, the Uttar
Pradesh government has decided that state-run
engineering colleges would admit students
through Joint Entrance Exams-Mains instead
of the state entrance examination. “The deci-
sion was taken to ensure improvement in the
quality of education by admitting the students
through online exams,” a senior official said.

At the same time, for the first time
Undergraduate Pharmacy Aptitude Test
(UGPAT) will be organised at the national level
for admission in BPharma colleges of the state.
The National Testing Agency (NTA) would con-
duct the exam following suggestions mooted by
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Technical University.

The AKTU has sought the government nod
for admissions in technical institutes through
JEE and a proposal to conduct BPharma and
other examinations has been sent for govern-
ment approval. An AKTU official said that
admissions through JEE would give students of
the state a chance to appear in the entrance exam
four times. 

“If a student feels that his marks are low then
he or she can take the exam again. In such a sit-
uation, students will be able to improve,” he said.
The official said that admissions through
UGPAT could be conducted from the new ses-
sion in BPharma.  AKTU Vice Chancellor Prof
Vinay Kumar Pathak said that the process of
admission to BPharma through UGPAT would
give students an opportunity to study in other
institutions of UP and other institutes of the
country.
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Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath direct-
ed officials to take all possible help

from NABARD in developing infrastruc-
ture in villages and asked the agriculture
production commissioner to prepare an
action plan on this.

“Maximum cooperation and help
should be taken from the NABARD for
the construction of rural roads and devel-
opment of useful infrastructure for agri-
culture. Besides, help from NABARD
should also be sought for the construc-
tion of warehouses and cold storages. The
APC should prepare an action plan on
this,” the chief minister said in a meet-
ing in Lucknow on Tuesday. 

During his recent visit to Mumbai,
the chief minister had held a meeting
with National Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development (NABARD)
Chairman Dr Govind Rajula Chintala
and both had agreed to work jointly for
improving rural infrastructure.

Yogi had asked Chintala to finance
projects like Saryu canal and Arjuna trib-
utary canals, which have been hanging
fire for several years now, in order to ful-
fil Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s slo-
gan of Per Crop More Drop.

The NABARD chairman had
assured help to Uttar Pradesh in not only
upgrading rural infrastructure but also

for sugar mills, crusher units, micro,
small and medium enterprises (MSME)
units, dairy and industries related to
making ethanol in the state.

The chief minister had also asked for
upgrading sugar mills of the federation
and cooperative to set up an ethanol
plant as sugar production in UP was dou-
ble than its consumption and sugar prices
were low in the market, both national
and global.
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Lucknow (PNS): Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav said
that controlling law and order in the state was out of bounds as
the administrative machinery had bowed to powerful leaders and
the chief minister also used lingo like ‘thok do’ and ‘Ram naam
satya kar do’.

Listing the incidents of crime against women, Akhilesh Yadav
alleged that a woman was gang-raped at gunpoint in Kannauj, a
rape victim was shot at in Aligarh, a 40-year-old woman was gang-
raped in Jethwara area of Pratapgarh and the accused also filmed
the incident and made it viral but despite a complaint being filed,
an FIR was yet to be registered.  The SP chief said that the Bharatiya
Janata Party government in the state practised politics of lies and
hatred and false cases filed by it had started to open up. 

“The CBI’s chargesheet in Hathras rape case has exposed the
lies and irresponsibility of the BJP regime, by confirming gang-
rape in the case,” he said. Affirming his belief in the judiciary and
democracy, Akhilesh expressed confidence that former SP min-
ister and jailed Rampur MP Mohammad Azam Khan would
soon get justice in the false cases registered against him by the
UP Police.

NOTICE

"Deepa Sharma" and "Deepa"
both are my names. I should be
identified & written as "Deepa
Sharma" and "Deepa" both as
one person. My real birth date
is 25.07.2003. Deepa Sharma
D/o Shri Chandra Shekhar
Sharma. Address-681(I) TPT, A
S C P L Lucknow.

NOTICE

"Saurav Sharma" and "Saurav"
both are my names. I should be
identified & written as "Saurav
Sharma" and "Saurav" both as
one person. My real birth date
is 09.06.1997. Saurav Sharma
S/o Shri Chandra Shekhar
Sharma. Address-681(I) TPT, A
S C P L Lucknow.

NOTICE

I have change my name from
Khairat Hussain to Khairat
Hussain Siddiqui. Khairat
Hussain Siddiqui S/o Abbas Ali
Siddiqui R/o Ghosiya Sarai Akil
Kaushambi
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Calling upon KGMU students to come forward and
work in the armed forces, Defence Minister

Rajnath Singh said it would also give them an oppor-
tunity to serve the country. Singh was addressing the
students in the 114th and 115th Foundation Day of
KGMU virtually. The programme was organised at the
Scientific Convention Centre  on Tuesday.

Urging the students to work with a never-say-die
spirit, Singh  said: “We were all living  in challenging
times which have also showcased the  human
resilience in its superior form. We are fighting an
unknown enemy in coronavirus which has also high-
lighted the  brilliance, endurance and resilience of
mankind. This is a great learning for the youth that
whatever be the challenges, we must give a big fight
and have the faith to win.” He also asked the students
to always have a querying thought process. “You may
think big, you may think small, you may think strange
but let the thought processes continue and also involve
your teachers in discussions,” he added.

“2020 will be remembered for a long time, espe-
cially amongst the medical fraternity. This pandem-
ic has forced us to fight a battle which most of the peo-
ple had never even imagined. The kind of hard work
which the doctors put in the beginning cannot be
expressed in words and they are still working tireless-
ly under tough circumstances,” he said. 

Pointing out that a similar situation had prevailed
in 1918 during the occurrence of Spanish flu, he said
battle is not over as a new strain of coronavirus has
been detected in Britain. “This is a matter of concern,
the battle will continue till we have vaccinated all, and
hence we should seriously follow the precautions. The
work associated with the vaccination is over and sci-
entists will complete their trials fast. The first instal-
ment of the Sputnik vaccine from Russia will also be
arriving shortly. There is a consensus that the vacci-
nation will be first given to health workers, including
doctors and paramedical staff,” Singh said. The
defence minister said KGMU has a standing and cred-
ibility, the feeling of respect and gratitude. “The impor-
tance of this institution can be judged from the fact
that they have given stalwarts which are institutions
in themselves,” he said. “This Foundation Day pro-
gramme is also an opportunity for me to thank the
medical community for the sincerity and sacrifice with
which they have served people during these times,
which the entire humanity will remember. I remem-
ber an image in which superheroes were shown bow-
ing to the doctors. Members of the medical fraterni-
ty are superheroes and no Batman and Superman
could have saved the world from coronavirus. The
commitment and alacrity with which they respond-
ed is something for which the entire world will be
indebted to them,” Singh said. He told the youngsters
to take inspiration from this and not consider their
degrees as their individual possession but a social trust.
“We are proud of the glorious history of KGMU but
more than the history, the importance of a dynamic
institution is also seen in its future and hence as we
stand in 2020, we also have to determine where KGMU
will stand 30 years from now. Can KGMU emerge as
a centre of excellence? I am sure it will,” Singh said.

The minister said that the building of KGMU is
placed where Machhli Bhawan was once located and
Awadh culture has always associated good health with
fish, and this tradition of good health needs to be car-
ried forward in the 21st century. 

Admitting that there is a big gap in the healthcare
associated with the 135 crore people of India, he said
it is a big challenge for the government. “If the pri-
vate sector was not spending in the health sector, the
situation would be more serious. The out-of-pocket
medical expenses account for 59 percent, which is
enough to break the back of those who are poverty-
ridden. It is for this reason that the government start-
ed the Ayushman Bharat scheme for 10 crore fami-
lies and  1.5 crore people have benefitted,” he point-
ed out. “I have always thought of health being based
on balance which is a science in itself. In all the med-
ical approaches, it is said that health is based on bal-
ance, be it Ayurveda, Unani, Allopathy, Naturopathy,
Homeopathy or Reiki. We should always remember
to maintain the balance in all kinds of situations and
this I am saying not because these words are written
in any great books but out of my own experience,” he
added.
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An elderly man and his live-
in partner were killed by

his sons and grandsons over a
land dispute, at his house in
Madiaon on the intervening
night of Monday and Tuesday.
After a case was registered, the
police arrested the accused.

The deceased were identi-
fied as Ram Dayal (70) and
Shanti Devi (60) of Semra
Garhi in Madiaon while the
accused as Ram Milan, his
brothers Praveen Kumar and
Santosh and Ramdayal’s grand-
sons Rahul & Avnish.

As per reports, the police
got a call around 1 am on
Tuesday about the murder and
a team reached the scene. The
police collected primary details
related to the incident and
started a manhunt for the
accused. Commissioner of
Police DK Thakur said the
accused were nabbed after a
while and grilled. The accused
owned their crime during
interrogation,” he added.

It surfaced that Ram Dayal
had a 6.5 biswa farming land at
a prominent location in Itaunja

and he had sold it for Rs 57
lakh after being persuaded by
his live-in partner Shanti Devi.
After the land was sold, Ram
Dayal got Rs 11.5 lakh in his
bank account while Rs 4 lakh
was given to Shanti’s son Monu.

The news reached Ram
Dayal’s first wife and her sons.
Around 9 pm on Monday, the
accused reached Ram Dayal’s
house where they confronted
him on his decision to sell the
land. Ram Dayal and Shanti
Devi confronted the accused
who strangled them to death
and fled the scene.

Shanti’s son Sanjay came to
know about the incident and he
called police. Sanjay told the
police that Ram Dayal would
have verbal spat with his sons
and his wife over the land. The
police later nabbed the accused.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has instructed

officials to maintain full care
and vigilance in view of the
new coronavirus strain that has
surfaced in the world.

He said that keeping this in
view, the district administra-
tions should ensure effective
contact tracing and quarantine
of people who have come to
UP from the affected countries
in the last 15 days.

The chief minister, who
was presiding over an unlock
review meeting at Lok Bhawan
here, also directed the Health
department to issue a helpline
number in this regard and
said that it should also be
ensured that private labs
should not charge more than
Rs 700 for RT-PCR tests. “If a
sample is collected from the
house, the charge should be
not more than Rs 900 and
these arrangements should be
implemented strictly,” he said.

Expressing satisfaction
over the 95.68 per cent recov-
ery rate in Uttar Pradesh, the
chief minister said that the
state government was commit-
ted to saving people from
COVID-19 infection and
asked the officials to further
improve the testing rate. The
chief minister also directed

officials to maintain arrange-
ments at the COVID-19 hos-
pitals, saying there should be
smooth availability of medi-
cines, medical equipment and
oxygen backup there.

He said people should be
constantly made aware about
preventive measures to be
taken to prevent COVID-19
infection. He said the e-
Sanjeevani app should be pub-
licised widely so that more and
more people could take the
benefit of medical consultation
through it. It may be men-
tioned that the number of e-
Sanjeevani app users in the

state has crossed over three
lakh. On Tuesday, 197 persons
tested positive in Lucknow,
taking the city tally to 76,896.
Besides, 185 patients recovered
while the death toll reached
1,088. The fresh cases includ-
ed  27 from Gomtinagar,   25
from Indiranagar,  14 from
Ashiyana, 11 each from Chowk
& Aliganj and 10 from
Vikasnagar. Across the state,
1,277 persons tested positive,
including 58 in Kanpur, 70 in
Ghaziabad,  46 in Gautam
Buddhnagar, 57 in Varanasi
and 54 in Meerut,  taking the
UP tally to 5,76,832.
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The Health department is
reinforcing the vigil on

people coming from foreign
countries in the wake of the
mutated strand of coronavirus
detected in the UK.

A senior health official
said although flights from the
UK have already been cancelled
by the Centre, district teams of
the department are continuous-
ly vigilant at the airports.

He said there are clear-cut
instructions that all those com-
ing from the foreign countries
have to be tested. “We have
already been on the job for the
last month and a half as teams
have been positioned at the air-
port, bus stations and railway
stations for the purpose,” he
said. Officials said that the
mutated strand of coronavirus
has led to concern and they are
stressing on precautions to be
followed by people.

Officials said the active
cases and positivity rate in
Lucknow have decreased dur-
ing this month but the death

rate has increased.
“The death rate has

increased to 1.8 percent. The
number of deaths keeps on
varying and the increase could
be attributed to the decrease in
cases and winter season mak-
ing the matters worse for heart
patients and others with co-
morbidities,” he said, adding
that the death rate is almost
similar to that in September.

The official said that in the
areas with maximum coron-
avirus cases, they have started
contact tracing at the offices
where people are testing posi-
tive. “More cases are coming to
the fore from new areas of the
city instead of the old and we
have not been able to know the
reason,” he added.

Meanwhile, People’s Health
Organisation Secretary Dr
Ishwar Gilada said one should
not panic over the new mutant
virus strain reported  in the UK
as the Central government is
alert and one should be con-
cerned with imaginary situa-
tions. He said the virus has
already been on the decline in

the India but the emerging con-
cern is the post-Covid syn-
drome and long-haul COVID.

“Subset of people who have
recovered from Covid-19 are
experiencing lingering symp-
toms that can be described as
post-Covid syndrome, long-
haul Covid or long Covid. This
can last for weeks to months,”
he said.

He added that often this
physiological suffering is
downplayed as a psychological
problem and the patients get
scuttled. “Post-Covid syn-
drome is a new, unique phe-
nomenon, and the medical
community is still learning
about it. It can have huge
downstream effects on a per-
son’s quality of life, impacting
family and social life as also
productivity. It is also seen in
those who had mild symptoms
and hence it is reason enough
to fortify the steps towards pre-
vention of Covid and requires
holistic care with multidiscipli-
nary approach, patience and
reassurance in addition to
physical therapy,” he said.
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Lucknow (PNS): Central Drug
Research Institute (CDRI) and
Cipla Foundation, the corporate
social responsibility (CSR) arm
of Cipla Ltd, on Tuesday signed
a memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) to implement a cor-
porate social responsibility pro-
ject at the institute.

CDRI spokesperson Sanjeev
Yadav said project would focus
on development of new chem-
ical entities (NCEs) for anti-
microbial resistance (AMR) and
cancer and promote science

outreach in communities, espe-
cially amongst college students,
teachers, etc. 

“This is a unique research
and outreach initiative support-
ed through the CSR arm of Cipla
Ltd. The project takes forward
the Cipla Foundation’s consistent
efforts to foster scientific learn-
ing and research. This step
comes in the wake of
Government of India’s recent
provision for permitting corpo-
rate funding under CSR towards
research in science, technology,

Lucknow (PNS): Vice-
Chancellor of Dr APJ Abdul
Kalam Technical University
(AKTU) Prof Vinay Kumar
Pathak took the additional
charge as Vice-Chancellor of
Khwaja Moinuddin Language
University (KMLU) on
Tuesday. After taking charge,
Prof Pathak held a meeting
with all the faculty members of
the university.

AKTU spokesperson
Asheesh Mishra said Pathak
collected information about
the activities and problems of
the language university and
vowed to give concrete shape to
its concept. Pathak  said the
main concept of KMLU is to
promote research and innova-
tions in the field of languages.
“No progress has been made in
this field in the university.

Lucknow (PNS): Under the aegis of
Green Skill Development Programme
(GSDP) of the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change, National
Botanical Research Institute (NBRI)
began a one-month certificate courses on
Greenbelt Development for Industries
from Tuesday. GSDP is an initiative by
MoEF & CC to empower youth to get
employment or self-employment. MoEF
& CC and National Skill Development
Council have selected NBRI  for con-
ducting these courses. Inaugural func-
tion of both the courses took place at
CSIR-NBRI on Tuesday. Senior scientist
Dr Richa Rai welcomed the chief guest
and other participants and provided an
overview of the courses.

NBRI director Prof SK Barik high-
lighted the importance of these courses
and briefed the audience about the suc-
cess stories of previously conducted
courses. Prof Barik also narrated the
expectations of the Minister of MoEF &
CC from GSDP courses. “The ministry

has included two courses that include
Greenbelt Development for Industries,
Pollution Monitoring Across the
Country,” he said. Prof Barik also stat-
ed that 50 participants were selected from
different parts of the country like Bihar,
Jharkhand, Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha and Uttar Pradesh by
a national-level screening and advisory
committee.

The chief guest at the inaugural
function was Vice-Chancellor of
Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar
University (BBAU) Prof Sanjay Singh,
who highlighted the necessity and
importance of these courses in the pre-
sent scenario and emphasised on the
popularisation of such courses to cover
a large number of unemployed educat-
ed youths. He also encouraged partici-
pants to participate with full zeal and
enthusiasm in the one-month certificate
course. In the inaugural function, an
MoU was also signed between BBAU
and NBRI.
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Aman kidnapped the son of
his wife’s relative on the

suspicion of playing a role in
her elopement. However, he
could do no harm to the boy as
police swooped down just in
the nick of time on the place
where he was kept. The accused
was identified as Matru Rawat
of Kasimpur Viruha village in
the area. As per reports, the
wife of the accused went miss-
ing a couple of days back.
Matru suspected the role of
Ayodhya (of Nizampur vil-
lage), who is the husband of his
wife’s sister.

On December 20, Matru
lured Ayodhya’s son into flee-
ing the house. After searching
for him everywhere, Ayodhya
called the police and suspect-
ed Matru’s role in the kidnap-
ping. The police worked on the
case and recovered the boy on
Tuesday. The police also arrest-
ed Matru for kidnapping.

In his confession, Matru
said he doubted Ayodhya’s role
in his (Matru) wife’s elopement
and kidnapped the body with
an intention to kill him. He said
he wanted to teach Ayodhya a
bitter lesson but could not
harm the boy due to police’s
intensive search operation.

In another case, a 35-year-
old property dealer, Dheeraj
Verma, went missing under
mysterious circumstances. As
per reports, Dheeraj of

Kalyanpur left for a construc-
tion site in Mati locality on
Dewa road on Monday morn-
ing. Around evening, Dheeraj
told his brother Neeraj that he
was going to Anandi water park
to meet some people to discuss
business-related issues.

“We waited for him till
10:30 pm on Monday and then
called him. His phone was
switched off. We talked to his
friends but did not get any clue
about Dheeraj,” Neeraj said. On
Tuesday, Dheeraj’s family mem-
bers reached Anandi water
park where they found his
scooty and shoes. They called
the police and a team reached
the scene. The family members
said they were apprehensive of
Dheeraj’s safety and suspected
that he had been abducted. “He
had a tussle with some of his
rivals over a land. He may have
been abducted by them,” they
told the police.

	���	
Cash and ornaments were

stolen from the house of a high
court lawyer on Tuesday. As
per reports, DK Singh of
Faizullahganj, along with his
family, was out of the city and
the house was locked. On
Tuesday morning, Singh’s
neighbour informed him about
the theft and he reached the
city. “The thieves made off with
Rs 25,000 in cash, 30 silver
coins, two gold rings and other
valuables,” he told the police.
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The International Maths
and Physics Olympiad,
‘Mathephi-2020’, organised by
City Montessori School,
RDSO Campus, came to a
close with an online prize dis-
tribution ceremony on
Tuesday. The chief guest on
the occasion was mayor
Sanyukta Bhatia, who inaugu-
rated the function virtually.
Prize winning students of eight
countries, including Malaysia,
Vietnam, Philippines,
Bangladesh, Qatar, Bulgaria,
Kazakhstan and various states
of India, were honoured
amidst a scintillating educa-
tional-cultural show. Students
of India and abroad displayed
their talents in several compe-
titions based on maths and
physics.
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engineering and medicine
through Clause (IX) of Schedule
VII to the Companies Act 2013,”
he said. He added that the  part-
nership would also boost indus-
try-academia collaboration for
research under the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs guidelines.
Speaking about this collaboration,
managing trustee of Cipla
Foundation Rumana Hamied
said: “Public health research is
critical for improving the overall
state of healthcare in India and
thereby fulfils the objectives set
out in the UN sustainable devel-
opment goals. A partnership like
this between Cipla Foundation
and CDRI will encourage scien-
tific research for the welfare of
society and benefit all by making
quality healthcare affordable and
accessible.” 

CDRI director Prof TK
Kundu said: “CDRI and Cipla
Foundation are focused on the
development of affordable health-
care products and promotion of
science outreach activities to ben-
efit the underserved and neglect-
ed sections of society.”
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Deputy Chief Minister of
Delhi Manish Sisodia hit

out at the Yogi Adityanath
government, saying that the
Bharatiya Janata Party regime
had betrayed the people of the
state. He was speaking at a press
conference during his visit to
Lucknow. Sisodia said he
accepted UP cabinet minister
Sidharth Nath Singh’s chal-
lenge for an open debate on
health and education and was
in Lucknow for it. “But the BJP
minister neither responded nor
attended the debate,” he said.

Sisodia drew parallels

between Uttar Pradesh’s model
of governance and that of Delhi
and said UP’s electricity policy
had caused the public to reel
under its pressure.

“The ridiculous price hike,
the worsening conditions of the
government hospitals and the
lack of constant water supply
had worsened the public life
further,” he commented.

About schools in UP, the
AAP leader said the govern-
ment schools in Delhi were
improving with each passing
day, averaging on above 90 per
cent from its students and the
situation had bettered.

“In UP, the government’s

stagnant, outdated and mis-
managed model of education
has only led the students astray,
with them scoring around 60
per cent at the very best,” he
claimed. Taking a jibe at the
Yogi government, Sisodia said
“they keep making promises to
the people, but fail miserably
when it comes to delivering the
promises.” He said the Aam
Aadmi Party was an organisa-
tion that was exclusively pro-
people. He shared a vision of
good governance that Delhi has
already witnessed first hand,
and expressed desire on imple-
menting it across Uttar
Pradesh.
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Three persons were arrest-
ed for forcibly converting

locals to Christianity in
Azamgarh on Tuesday. After
arresting seven persons under
the new anti-conversion laws
to prevent love jihad across the
state, this was the first time
that people were arrested for
forcing villagers to adopt a dif-
ferent religion citing its advan-
tages. As per reports, the
police were tipped-off that
people were paid to convert to
Christianity during a congre-
gation at a resident’s house in
Dih Kaithauli village under
Didarganj police station on
Sunday.

A villager identified as
Ashok Yadav complained to
the police about the incident
after which three religious
preachers were arrested. They
were identified as Balchand of
Jaunpur, Gopal Prajapati of
Varanasi and Neeraj Kumar of
Azamgarh.

The three preachers came
to Dih village and organised a
meeting at Tribhuvan Yadav’s
home, allegedly to convert
people to Christianity.

The trio were booked
under UP Prohibition of
Unlawful Conversion of
Religion Ordinance, 2020. The
ordinance envisages that no
person shall convert, either
directly or indirectly, from
one religion to another by use
or practice of misrepresenta-
tion, force, undue influence,
coercion, allurement or by
any fraudulent means or by
marriage nor shall any person
abet, convince or conspire

such conversion. The onus to
prove that the conversion has
not been done forcibly will lie
on the person accused of the
act and the convert.

Meanwhile in Etah, eight
people, including a woman,
were arrested for kidnapping
a Hindu girl, converting her to
Islam and getting her married.

As per reports, a 21-year-
old female BA student was
abducted from Jalesar town of
Etah on November 17 and
married after getting her reli-
gion converted. Based on a
complaint from her father, a
case was registered against
six identified and two uniden-
tified persons under Section
366 of the Indian Penal Code
and UP Prohibition of
Unlawful Religious
Conversion Ordinance, 2020
at Jalesar police station.

On Tuesday, eight accused
— Haider Ali, Mahmood,
Mehfooz, Ansar Hussain,
Antar Hussain, Shahid
Hussain, Ramzani and
Aamreen —  were arrested
from Agra crossing and sent to
jail. So far, the police have sent
14 accused to jail in this con-
nection. Besides, a reward of
Rs 25,000 each has been
announced on five identified
accused who are on the lam
and warrants for attaching
their properties were issued by
the court on Tuesday.
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On the recommendation of
the Special Investigation

Team (SIT) set up to probe the
Bikru carnage, a departmental
inquiry has been started against
11 former circle officers post-
ed in Kanpur Nagar .

Superintendent of Police
((South) Deepak Bhuker, who
has been entrusted the inquiry,
told media persons that all the
former circle officers would be
called for recording their state-
ments. While some of these
officers have retired, others
have been promoted and are
posted in different parts of the
state. It may be recalled that
during the probe, the SIT had
minutely examined the details

of the entire 37 years, right
from the emergence of Vikas
Dubey as a gangster to the stage
of his encounter.

The SIT examined when
and how cases were registered
against Dubey and what
actions were taken in those
cases, when did the police take
preventive action against him
and on whose recommenda-
tions his arm licences were
issued. Taking all these points
into consideration, the SIT had
recommended a probe against
senior police officers.

After launching a depart-
mental inquiry against 37 cops
from the rank of constable to

inspector, the names of 11 cir-
cle officers came to the fore.

The SIT report also dis-
cussed the tenure of two circle
officers of Bilhaur and
Rasoolabad without mention-
ing their names.

Bhuker said the former
circle officers who formed part
of his investigations included
Nandlal, Karunakar Rai,
Sunder Lal, Prem Prakash,
Ram Prakash Arun, Subhash
Chandra Shakya, Laxmi Nivas
and Amit Kumar (COs
Bilhaur), CO Office and
Passport Harendra Kumar
Yadav, CO Sisamau and CO
Rasoolabad.
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Lucknow  (PNS): Bahujan
Samaj Party’s UP unit chief
Bhim Rajbhar kicked up a row
by advising the masses to drink
toddy (palm wine or tadi) for
thwarting coronavirus infec-
tion. Speaking at a public func-
tion in Ballia on Tuesday,
Rajbhar further ruffled religious
feathers by terming toddy purer
than Gangajal. Rajbhar said
that toddy boosted immunity
and drinking it regularly would
prevent coronavirus infection.
The BSP leader added that as
Rajbhars drink toddy fiercely,
hence the incidence of coron-
avirus infection was less among
the community. At the same
time, the BSP leader chose to
attack former minister of UP
and Suheldev Bhartiya Samaj
Party chief Om Prakash
Rajbhar, alleging that he was
spreading confusion among
people in the name of serving
their interests.
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In line with its vision to pro-
mote decentralisation and

local governance for better
planning and implementation
of skill development pro-
grammes, Ministry of Skill
Development and
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) is
conducting a Special
Recognition of Prior Learning
(RPL) programme for workers
with Department of Panchayati
Raj (DoPR) in Varanasi and
Chandauli. The programme,
implemented under SANKALP
Programme of MSDE, has been
rolled out in Sewapuri and
Baragaon blocks in Varanasi
that include 167 gram panchay-
ats and in Niyamatabad and
Sahabganj blocks in Chandauli
that include 160 gram panchay-
ats.

The implementing agency
for the programme is National
Skill Development Corporation

(NSDC). After initial prepara-
tions such as getting trainers
onboard, setting up of RPL
camps at appropriate locations
and mobilisation of candidates
with the support of DoPR
(UP) training started in the first
week of October last.
Considerable progress has been
made since then and nearly
2,250 candidates have been
enrolled for training. At a vir-
tual event, Union Minister of
Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship Dr
Mahendra Nath Pandey felic-
itated over 900 workers who
have successfully completed
their RPL training with skill
certification and announced
the launch of phase II of the
programme.

Under the partnership,
MSDE is supporting the State
Skill Development Missions
(SSDMs)/District Skill
Committees (DSCs) in selec-
tion and onboarding of the

PIAs and facilitating successful
execution of the programme.
Both ministries (MSDE and
MoPR) are being supported by
Directorate of Panchayati Raj,
UP and the State Skill
Development Mission, UP and
are monitoring the pilot to
comprehensively understand
the key challenges and learn-
ings and implement necessary
corrective measures.

Commenting on the initia-
tive, Dr Pandey said ‘about 70%
of our country’s population
resides in rural India and hence
the inclusion of gram panchay-
ats is crucial for the success of
District Skill Development
Plans and will provide a huge
fillip to the Skill India Mission.
Through RPL, we aim to align
the competencies of the pre-
existing workforce of the coun-
try to the standardised frame-
work. Certification builds con-
fidence, brings respect and
provides recognition to the

candidates, it has the potential
to make skills aspirational.
Supporting formalisation of
the informal learning of youth
will supplement their efforts in
finding sustainable livelihood
opportunities and reduce
inequalities based on privileg-
ing certain forms of knowledge
over others. We aim to expand
this initiative in all villages of
India as a key step in the
direction of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of Skill
India. The pilot in addition to
recognising the skills of the
trainees shall also link them
with work opportunities ema-
nating from the gram panchay-
at’s development work.’

The event was also graced
by UP Minister for Panchayati
Raj Bhupendra Singh
Chaudhary and UP Minister of
State (Independent Charge)
for Vocational Education &
Skill Development Kapil Dev
Agrawal.

VARANASI (PNS): After the
demarcation, seven, 179 and
875 member posts (wards)
have been reduced in Zila
Panchayat, Block Development
Council (BDC) and Gram
Panchayat respectively in the
district. The district adminis-
tration has published the new
demarcation list and sought the
objection on it by December
26. The final list is likely to be
published in the first week of
January.

Some revenue villages have
been included in the jurisdic-
tion of Varanasi Municipal
Corporation (VMC) and sub-
sequently, the number of mem-
ber posts (wards) of the Zila
Panchayat, BDC and Gram
Panchayat has reduced in the
district. After the demarca-
tion, seven member posts have

reduced in the Zila Panchayat
and there will now be 41 mem-
ber posts (wards) in Zila
Panchayat which was 48 before
the demarcation. As per the
new demarcation list, there
will now be five wards in Kashi
Vidyapeeth Development
Block with the reduction of
four wards. There were nine
wards in this block before the
demarcation. Similarly, there
will now be four wards each in
Chiraigaon and Harahua
blocks instead of six and five
respectively which was earlier.   

Similarly, a total of 179
member posts (wards) have
been reduced in the BDC after
the demarcation. There were
154 wards of BDC in
Chiraigaon but now this num-
ber has reduced to 115 wards
after the demarcation. And,

there will now be 122 and 110
wards in Kashi Vidyapeeth
and Harahua blocks instead of
236 and 136 respectively which
was earlier. So after the demar-
cation, there will now be 1017,
1009 and 909 wards in
Harahua, Chiraigaon and Kashi
Vidyapeeth blocks instead of
1246, 1267 and 1297 respec-
tively.  It is pointed out that the
new wards have been constitut-
ed on the basis of population.
On the basis of 50,000 popula-
tion, one Zila Panchayat Ward
is constituted as per Panchayat
Act and similarly, on the basis
of 2000 population, a Kshetra
Panchayat Ward or BDC is
constituted. But there is a dif-
ferent standard for the mem-
bers of Gram Panchayat. And,
9, 11, 13 and 15 Gram
Panchayat members could be

made in the population of
1000, 2000, 3000 and more
than 3000 respectively. It is
pointed out that as many as 61
Gram Panchayats have been
included in the jurisdiction of
VMC and thus, the population
of rural areas has reduced from
23,94,574 to 20,39,894. The
new demarcation lists have
been published at the district
headquarter and block head-
quarters. Anyone can lodge
an objection on the new list by
December 26 in writing. The
objection is to be addressed by
January 2 and the final list is
likely to be published after
January 3. The publication of a
new list of Zila Panchayat,
BDC and Gram Panchayats is
in order to the preparations
going on to conduct the pan-
chayat election.      
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Attaining new heights once
again, School of

Management Sciences (SMS)
has earned 45th rank in all
India Best B-Schools of India.
The recent ‘Business India’ B-
School Special issue has put this
institution in the prestigious
bracket of the Top-50 business
schools. Since 2001 onward
SMS-Varanasi has been con-
stantly rated amongst the top
B-Schools in the country by
various surveys. SMS was even
declared the Best B-School in
India (North) for its outstand-
ing contributions in the field of
education, training and devel-
opment by ASSOCHAM India
in March, 2018 and it has also
achieved the coveted ‘A’ Grade
in NAAC accreditation.

Director Prof PN Jha
attributed this wonderful per-
formance, in just  25 years of
existence of the institute, to
many factors like hard work of
faculty, majority of whom are
doctorates and NET-qualified,
excellent academic ambience
and powerful infrastructure in
terms of amenities and facili-
ties. He said that SMS happens
to be one of the few institutions
in the country to publish four
research based journals in dif-
ferent areas of professional
education, two of these,
‘Management Insight’ and
‘Purushartha’ are internation-
ally indexed.

According to him, the
courses on Business Analytics,
Supply Chain Management
and Logistics, Retail Business,
Indian Ethos coupled with

hands-on training on latest
software like SPSS, R, SAS etc.
have differentiated us. ‘We pro-
vide value-based education
since inception. The place-
ments too have considerably
swollen in terms of both num-
bers and package this year. The
government’s skill develop-
ment programme and start-up
initiatives have also got a boost
through our programmes and
campaigns, apart from estab-
lishing a Centre for
Entrepreneurship, Innovation
and Skill Development being
actuated at the campus. This
centre is also offering consul-
tancy services to the corporate
world,’ he said, adding that the
Central Library of the institute
is fully computerised with a
store house of over 35,000
books in addition to e-journals

and other online materials for
ready references.

He further said that apart
from the traditional way of
teaching and teaming, to meet
the challenges of COVID- 19,
the institute adopted an inno-
vative system of running lec-
tures, symposiums, webinars,
online workshops through a
very advanced learning man-
agement system, ‘Moodle’. Now,
the institute successfully runs
both offline and online mode
of teaching through its
advanced and modern com-
munication technology sys-
tem. 

He , along with Executive
Secretary Dr MP Singh and
Registrar Sanjay Gupta have
congratulated all stakeholders
on this high national level
achievement by SMS.
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General Manager, North
Central Railway, Rajiv

Chaudhry inaugurated two
newly constructed synthetic
flooring badminton court in
NCR Headquarters colony.
Lalita Chaudhry president
NCRWWO, President North
Central Railway Sports
Association and PCE NCR
Shrad Mehta, other PHODs of
NCR, secretary and members
of NCRWWO and official from
NCR sports association and
sportsmen were present in this
function held in sports com-
plex Railgaon colony
Subedarganj.

President NCRSA and PCE
Shrad Mehta in his welcome
address mentioned that with
continuous support of the GM
in promoting sports, NCR has
achieved many laurels in field
of sports and successfully con-
ducted two mega All India
Inter Railway events of

wrestling and gymnastics in
last one year and emerged as
overall champion in
Gymnastics event among all
zonal railways. He also
informed that NCR has been
chosen by Railway Board for
development as centre of excel-
lence in field of gymnastics
which will help immensely in
promotion of gymnastics and
fitness among Railway employ-
ees.

Speaking on the occasion
General Manager Rajiv
Chaudhry congratulated
sportsmen of NCR for their
outstanding performance in
various sports arena. He also
commended sports associa-
tion for development of syn-
thetic badminton court and
other activities for promotion
of sports over NCR.  Chaudhry
also advised on precautions to
be taken against COVID-19
while participating in different
sports events.

The General Manager also
inaugurated an open-air gym-

nasium in Mahadevi Park in
Railgaon colony. This on field
facility for residents of Railway
colony is equipped with mul-
tiple fitness and exercise equip-
ment to suit varied needs of dif-
ferent age groups. 

A similar facility created in
December 2019 has been very
popular among railway
employees and North Central
Railway is also considering
similar facility in Central
Railway Hospital Prayagraj for
benefit of patients as well med-
ical staff. 

Inaugural programme of
sports facilities was coordi-
nated by General Secretary
NCRSA Ankur Chandra and
Joint Seceratry Vijaya Kumar.

This programme was fol-
lowed by tricycles and bicycles
distribution by the GM and
Lalita Chaudhry to railway
employees and their wards.
Under this initiative four tricy-
cles to differently abled railway
employees and 48 bicycles to
girl child of railway employees

studying in class VI to class
VIII were distributed from
Staff benefit fund (SBF) of
North Central Railway. PCPO
NCR Nanad Kishor welcomed
GM, president NCRWWO,
PHODs, secretary and other
members of NCRWWO,
office-bearer of recognised
unions and associations, rail-
way employees and their wards
in this function held in
Mahadevi Park in Railgaon
Colony Subedarganj.
Addressing beneficiaries, GM
Chaudhry said that use of bicy-
cles improves our fitness and
mobility and distribution
among schoolgoing girls is an
important step towards women
empowerment. 

He congratulated manage-
ment of SBF, personal depart-
ment, unions and association
for this noble initiative.
Programme was coordinated
by Awadesh Kumar Chief
Personnel Officer/IR and other
officials from HQ personnel
department.
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The number of corona infec-
tions has once again come

down by 50. And the relief is
that no one died of Covid
infection for the third consec-
utive day. Several days later
more than 50 people outnum-
bered corona. On Tuesday, the
Covid report of 48 new people
including the District Malaria
Officer came positive.

According to Nodal
Officer Corona Dr Rishi Sahai,
a total of 6,598 people were
tested for Covid on Tuesday.
Corona infection has been
confirmed in 48 people. He
said that it is a matter of relief
that as the scope of testing
increases, the number of
infected people has come
down significantly.

The number of people who
get infection-free is also high-
er than positive patients. He
said that this is the third con-
secutive day that no Covid
infected patient has died.
Serious patients are recovering
rapidly. At the same time,
20,041 people have completed
home isolation with 34 people
being healthy on the same day
while 16 people were dis-
charged from Covid hospitals
in 24 hours.

According to Dr Rishi, the
infected malaria officers are
also included among the

infected. The corona infected
persons included the Railway
Chief Signal Officer, female
teachers of Primary School
Bahria and GGIC Katra, a
doctor posted in the PAC
Dhumanganj Battalion.

On the other hand, the
warehouse charge of State
WareHousing Corporation, a
constable of RAF, field officer
of Dabur India, two constables
of CRPF and a lawyer’s Covid
report have come positive.

CORONA IS STILL IN
ITS OWN PACE: With the
number of newly infected
patients now significantly
decreasing, those who believe
that the pace of coronavirus
infection has stopped have
misunderstood. The medical
fraternity says that the corona
is still in its own pace, people
have increased immunity by
adopting the Vedic customs of
food and drink, due to which
there is no adverse effect on
this pandemic.

To recall, the day when
corona positive patients start-
ed pouring in more than 400
each day in Prayagraj, people
were nervous in those days and
could not figure out what to do
to prevent the pandemic. At
the same time, gradually peo-
ple relied only on food made
in their home. They preferred
‘kaadha’ instead of tea, the use
of other food items including

garlic, basil leaf, mustard oil
and fruit increased, and today
they have results before them. 

There has been no corona
vaccine, nor has there been a
surprise revolution in treat-
ment, but the number of new
corona infections has fallen
from 400 to 60.

Recently, at the Circuit
House in Prayagraj, Union
Minister of State for Health
and Family Welfare Ashwini
Choubey said that the recovery
rate in the country is 95 per
cent and the same is in Uttar
Pradesh. This means that peo-
ple’s ability to fight corona
has increased in UP.

Dr Rahul Singh, the Nodal
Officer at Prayagraj of Covid
vaccination, said that the force
of corona pandemic is the
same as before, just the immu-
nity of people has increased
here. It can only be called
awareness. There is a need that
people should increase their
use of vitamin and protein
content in food. Avoid fast
food as much as possible and
keep children away from exter-
nal foods. Cover the mouth
and nose with a mask. So it will
be easy to win the war with
Corona before the vaccine
arrives.

HOSPITAL PREPARED
AT KALINDIPURAM: The
Health department and district
administration have prepared

a hospital at Kalindipuram in
Prayagraj under the Covid
Plan of Magh Mela. Those
who are found corona infect-
ed in Magh Mela will be treat-
ed in the same hospital here.
This hospital will start in a cou-
ple of days. 

Although it has a capacity
of about 500 patients, it will
start from 100 beds at present.
In Kalindipuram, the Health
department had set up an L2
Covid Care Centre, now it
has been made a Covid Care
Centre for the Magh Mela. It
was to be started from
December 20 first, but it will
start from December 23.

Nodal Officer of COVID-
19, Dr Rahul Singh informed
that all facilities for treatment
of corona patients will be avail-
able in the hospital. At present
it will be of 100 beds, if
required it can be made up to
a capacity of 500 patients. The
District Magistrate
Bhanuchandra Goswami will
inaugurate it.

Dr Prabhakar Roy, Chief
Medical Officer of Prayagraj,
said that it is a commitment to
keep Magh Mela 100 per cent
Covid free. There will not be
a single corona patient living
there. If anyone is found infect-
ed with corona, he/she will be
brought to Kalindipuram hos-
pital immediately by ambu-
lance, added Dr Singh.
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Vice-Chancellor of
Allahabad University Prof

Sangita Srivastava delivered
the keynote address in an
‘International Conference on
Learning-2020’ being organ-
ised by the prestigious Lady
Irwin College,  Delhi. She
spoke on ‘Tracing Pedagogical
Trajectory : Emerging
Educational Policies and the
New Normal’.

In her address Prof S
Srivastava said that education
is undoubtedly one of the most
important factors that impact
the growth and development of
a country. Education is a tool

to shape the future of the
country. Prof Srivastava said
that our education policy till
now was more or less following
the principles laid down in the
first such policy designed by
Lord Macaulay,  but now we are
redesigning it as NEP 2020
which will fulfill our needs and
also better reflect our culture
and our vision for the future.
Improvement in education will
not only enhance efficiency but
also augment the overall qual-
ity of life.

The Vice-Chancellor quot-
ed PM Modi’s line ‘Manuj se
Manav’ and ‘Ateet se Adhonikta
ki Or’. She said that we should
think local and act global. Prof

S Srivastava further quoted
Swami Vivekananda, ‘As long as
I live, so do I learn.’ as not just
her own motto but also the
essence of any education.

She also highlighted some
of the key points of NEP 2020:
Recognising, identifying and
fostering the unique capabili-
ties of each students; No hard
separation between arts and
sciences; Multidisciplinary and
holistic education; Conceptual
u n d e r s t a n d i n g ;
Multilingualism; Tech savvy;
Respect for diversity; and a
‘light but tight’ regulatory
framework.  Prof Srivastava
stressed on the practicality of
extensive research work and

product development. She
expressed her belief that thesis
should not lie in a dark room
but should always have a prac-
tical use for society. Further she
talked about the multidiscipli-
nary courses best fitted for NEP
2020 like home science as it is
a combination of arts and sci-
ences with practical application
in our day to day life.  Prof
Srivastava ended her speech
with a warm regards to Prof
Anupa Siddhu, Director Lady
Irwin College, DU and Prof
Douglas Hartman, Programme
Director: Graduate Programme
in Teaching & Curriculum,
Michigan State University,
USA.
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Indian Oil Corporation
Limited has launched a five

kg capacity FTL ‘Chhotu’ cylin-
der for short-term use to stu-
dents residing in hostels and
people living from outside
states. On Monday, Dr Utti
Bhattacharya, Executive
Director and head of state of
Indian Oil, Uttar Pradesh,
made its debut at Indian Oil’s
petrol pump Messrs Sitaram
Radheshyam & Sons at Balsan
Crossing.

During this period, the
aritstes also made people aware
of the ‘Chhotu’ cylinder
through the street plays. In
addition to various products
like cashless digital payment
pre-delivery check, Paytm QR
code was explained. Dr Utti
Bhattacharya said that small
petrol cylinders will be avail-
able at grocery stores along
with all petrol pumps which

anyone can easily take through
the Aadhar card. Emphasising
the pre-delivery check, he said
that pre-delivery check before
refill delivery can not only
prevent domestic accidents
related to LPG but will also
help in improving the service.
Deputy General Manager LPG
Sales Abikar Pal Sandeep etc.
were present on the occasion.

LAL MADE VISITING
PROF:  Sam Higginbottom
University of Agriculture,
Technology and Sciences,
Prayagraj added  another feath-
er in its cap when Professor
Jonathan A Lal of this univer-
sity has been appointed Visiting
Professor at Maastricht
University, Netherlands.

Media incharge Dr
Ramakant Dubey shared that
Maastricht University,
Netherlands is counted among
the top 100 universities of the
world. It is a proud moment for
any Indian professor to be

appointed as visiting professor
at Maastricht University.  SHU-
ATS Director of IPC and Dean
Jacob Institute of
Biotechnology and
Bioengineering Prof Jonathan
A Lal has been appointed as
Visiting Professor of Maastricht
University for five years.

SHUATS Professor
Jonathan A Lal, during his
tenure, will strengthen educa-
tion and research work in col-
laboration with Maastricht
University. In addition,
Professor Lal will also educate
and train students in the field
of biotechnology at Maastricht
University. For this great
achievement, the SHUATS
Management congratulated to
Prof Jonathan A. Lal.

CONTRACTOR, SON
INJURED IN BOMB
ATTACK: A railway contrac-
tor and his son sustained
injuries when were attacked
with crude bombs by a crimi-

nal on Monday night at
Preetam Nagar area, under the
Dhoomanganj police station.
The bomb lobber has been
identified as Salman with the
help of CCTV footage.

The contractor Rakesh
Dubey and his son  Abhishek
were attacked at their door step.
Rakesh sustained severe
injuries in his leg, while his son
received pellet injuries on his
face. They, however, could not
understand as to why Salman
attacked them, because there
was no difference with him.

The police have launched
a man hunt for Salman who
lived in the same locality with
his maternal uncle (Mamu).
The police have detained
Mamu for interrogation, but he
could not reveal the where-
abouts of Salman and his asso-
ciates. 

The police raided several
hideouts to arrest Salman but
could not get any success.
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As many as 47 new patients
have been detected in the

district on Tuesday, increasing
the total number to 20,735. The
day also saw two more deaths,
increasing the toll to 346.
During the day, the follow-up
negative reports included 30
and 25 of them have been
recovered from home isolation,
while five from the hospitals,
increasing the number to
17,077 and 2,952 respectively.
The total number of patients

who have been recovered so far
is 19,980, leaving 409 active
cases. The recovery rate is
96.35 per cent, while the mor-
tality rate is 1.66 per cent.

Chief Medical Officer
(CMO) Dr VB Singh has
informed that in the first report
of the day, 31 positive patients
were found out of 1,809 reports
received. Till then, the total test
reports received were 4,91,801
and the results of 2,487 are
awaited. Out of them, 4,71,082
were negative, while 20,719
positive. The total number of

samples collected was 5,18,168.
Earlier, a male aged 67 from
Shivpur succumbed to
COVID-19 at Sir Sundarlal
Hospital, Banaras Hindu
University (SSH BHU). With
the addition of five new red
zones, the total number of
hotspots has increased to 2,616
including 202 red zones. Two
green zones have been convert-
ed into red zones again. There
are 2,414 green zones with
nine new ones. On the instruc-
tions of the District Magistrate
(DM) Kaushal Raj Sharma,

mass/ group antigen tests con-
tinued to be conducted at
Varanasi Junction (Cantt.) and
Manduadih railway but all 29
and 27 tests conducted there
respectively have been found
negative. Besides, all the 135
tests have been found negative
at Shree Shiv Prasad Gupta
(SSPG) Hospital, Kabirchaura
apart from 19 at CHC Shivpur,
103 at LBS Hospital Ramnagar,
140 at Government Women’s
Hospital, 27 at Swami
Vivekanand Hospital, Bhelupur
and 115 at SSH BHU. 
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Police apprehended three
accused along with 96 kg of

illegal ganja. SP Yashveer Singh
and ASP Dr Awadhesh Singh
said that they had already
launched an operation for
arresting the accused and their
team had launched a checking
drive against the suspects.
Meanwhile on getting infor-
mation that few supects were
standing at Bhabhua Majar
under Ata police station the
team reached the spot and
arrested the accused who were
identified as Devendra
Shivhare, Shailendra Singh and
Naveen Sahu, all natives of
Jhansi district, and confiscated
96 kg of ganja from them. SP
Yashveer Singh said that they
had lodged an FIR under
Section 8/20 Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act was lodged
against the accused. He also
added that the accused used to
supply illegal ganja in many

nearby districts like Kanpur,
Unnao and other districts of
Bundelkhand. Police had con-
fiscated an Alto car (UP-
93/AW-5562) too.  The team
which made the arrest includ-
ed incharge of Ata police station
inspector Sunil Kumar Singh,
SOG incharge inspector
Praveen Kumar, S-IS Ajay
Kumar Singh, Kulbhushan

Singh, Chandan Pandey,
Surendra Kumar Singh, Sheetala
Prasad Mishra, besides Mohit
Kumar, Sachin Kumar, Kaushal
Kumar, Shailendra Chauhan,
Karmveer Singh, Gaurav Bajpai,
Jagdish Chandra, Niranjan
Singh, Vinay Chauhan, Neetu
Kumar, Manoj Sonkar, Shriram
Prajapati, Bhipendra Singh, Raes,
Gaurav Kumar and Rahul Babu. 
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The Northern Coalfields
Limited (NCL), a minirat-

na company of the
Government of India, under
Corporate Social Responsibility
(CSR) has been continuously
running training programmes
for skill development and
income enhancement of local
farmers. Under it in collabora-
tion with NCL-IIT BHU
Incubation Centre, farmers in
the surrounding areas are being
imparted training on many
important topics like organic
farming, food processing, value
addition to local produce and
selling the finished product at
the right place. Farmers of
Birkunia village of Singrauli
district were given one-month-
long training in organic farm-
ing and food processing. This
training had started from
November 10 in which a large
number of local farmers par-
ticipated. During this period
women from the area took
training in food processing i.e.
in making pickles, jam, jam,
jelly, sauce, chips, papad etc.
During the training the farm-
ers learnt the tricks of cultiva-
tion and processing of vegeta-
bles using organic method,
making organic manure and
organic pesticides besides weed
and pest management by
organic method. During the
training farmers learnt the
tricks of how to grow vegeta-
bles with organic method with-
out chemical fertilisers, devel-
opment of safe vegetable nurs-
ery plant, growing profitable

seasonal vegetable with inte-
grated model, use of modern
technology in growing veg-
etable, their protection, prod-
uct packaging, branding, mar-
keting etc and value addition to
local produce. The farmers
were mainly trained in ultra-
modern methods of cultivating
peas, carrots, spinach, fenu-
greek, coriander, cauliflower,
tomatoes, beetroot etc.
Meanwhile a two-month-long
training programme on culti-
vation and processing of med-
icinal and edible mushrooms is
being conducted in Semuar
panchayat. Under this pro-
gramne 20 villagers of Semuar
village and 20 students are
being provided onsite training
by a team of trained farmers on
how to prepare a set up for
mushroom cultivation, and
growing of crop and post-har-
vest management, storage, mar-
keting etc.  This training is not
just about growing crops, but
the aim is to bring maximum
benefits of the yield of these
crops to the farmers. Therefore
during the training the farmers
were taught to make products
of fruits, vegetables and other

crops like (jam, jelly pickle, jam,
potato chips, papad, vermicel-
li) etc produced in Singrauli and
its surrounding areas and the
ways of value addition.  Also
they were informed of the ways
to prevent these products from
getting spoiled. This training
was conducted under the super-
vision of experts in the field of
agriculture and also through the
videos the methods being used
in different parts of India were
taught. Along with training to
farmers, detailed information
was also given on setting up a
cottage industry and business
management. Besides, arrange-
ments are also being made to
sell the products made here in
the local market as well as
those in metropolitans. It may
be pointed out here that under
the Kisan Ganga campaign of
NCL, after giving training to
10,000 farmers in various
agricultural-related disciplines
the work of connecting them
directly with customers is in
progress. Through it farmers
will be able to bring their
crops and products directly to
customers which will increase
their income. 
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Aman died when a truck hit his motorcycle in an area
under Ahraura police station on Monday. As per the

reports, Anil Maurya (32), a resident of Kashipura village
under Rohaniya police station in Varanasi, was on the way
when he was hit by a truck in Patihta village under Ahraura
police station. On getting information the police reached
there and found that the motorcyclist had died on the spot.
The police sent his body for the post-mortem examination,
informed his family and took the truck driver into custody.

DM’S DIRECTIVE: DM Sushil Kumar Patel on
Monday took the incharge of the paddy purchase centre
located at Ahraura run by NAFED to task on seeing no
activity there. The DM was informed that till date the cen-
tre had purchased only 3,764 quintals of paddy through 69
farmers and on December 16, 17, 18 and 19 no any pur-
chase was made. The DM directed the Dy RMO to issue
a show cause notice to the district manager, NAFED, in this
regard.

ARRESTED: Chunar police have arrested a girl on
Monday. one person who was accused of kidnapping a girl
by enticing her away. As per the reports, on November 2,
the father of a girl had lodged a named FIR that the accused
had abducted his daughter by enticing her away. Taking
instant action the police recovered the girl but the kidnapper
was still at large. On Monday on being tipped off by an
informer, the police raided Durga turn in Belwaan
Shahansapur village under Rohaniya police station Varanasi
and nabbed the accused, Karan Yadav, a resident of Belawaan
Shahansapur village under Rohaniya police station in
Varanasi. Meanwhile the Halia police arrested an accused of
stealing a pick-up on Monday. As per the reports, Shyambabu
Keshari, a resident of Devahat village under Halia police sta-
tion, had lodged an FIR on Sunday that his pick-up
UP63/AT-2468 which was parked outside his residence had
been stolen. Taking swift action the police recovered the vehi-
cle from Devahat village near Hanuman temple and nabbed
the accused, Satish Singh, a resident of Semariya village under
Koraon police station in Prayagraj. After completing the legal
formalities the police sent the accused to jail.
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Ayouth killed his father with a
sharp-edged weapon following a

dispute over property in an area
under the Kurara police station on
Tuesday. Superintendent of Police
Narendra Singh said that Kripa
Shankar (55), a resident of Kurara
town, had a dispute over it with his
son, Ramendra, on Tuesday morning.
In the meantime Ramendra inflict-
ed several blows on his father’s neck
with an axe, which was kept in the
house, as a result of which he was
seriously injured. However he died
while being rushed to the district hos-
pital. On getting information the
police reached the spot, arrested his
son, took the body of the deceased
into custody and sent it for the post-
mortem examination.
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MP Anupriya Patel has reiterated that she was commit-
ted to making the district as a most attractive tourist

spot and for that she sought proposals from the locals. Such
announcement was made by her during the inspection of
ongoing work of renovation at Bariaghat on Monday.
Interacting with priests as well as people present at the ghat
the MP appealed to them to keepan eye on the construc-
tion and inform her if case of any laxity. On the occasion
she requested the people to give her a proposal for the
beautification of all the ghats in the city and she will
approach the union tourism minister and CM for allocating
adequate funds for the work. She asked Apna Dal (S)
spokesperson Rajesh Patel to remain in regular touch with
her for the overall development of the district.
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Ayouth died on the spot after he
was hit by a truck near NH 28

Bhiti Rawat Highway intersection
under the Sahajanwa police station
on Monday. On getting information
the police rushed to the spot, took
the body of the deceased into cus-
tody and sent it for post-mortem
examination. According to infor-
mation, Ankit (23), son of Indresh,
a resident of Ghuriyapar village in
Pali block under the Sahajanwa
police station, had gone for some
work. He reached Bhiti Rawat inter-
section on some vehicle and after
getting down from it as he turned on
the way to Mahuapar he was hit by
the truck and died on the spot.
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Kanpur Nagar reported 56
more coronavirus positive

cases on Monday evening.
Chief  Medical Officer Dr Anil
K Mishra said that 56 more
people had tested positive for
coronavirus infection between
Monday evening and Tuesday
evening taking the tally of
confirmed cases to 31,943
cases. He said that 88 patients
were  discharged from hospi-
tal. He said three COVID-19
deaths in the city were report-
ed  till Tuesday   evening. The
CMO said  at present 658
active cases were undergoing
treatment. Dr Mishra said
4069 samples were sent for
testing in the city. 
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Chief Medical Officer Dr AK
Mishra on Tuesday said

that a district level coordination
committee for Covid vaccina-
tion had been set up under the
district magistrate.

He said if the Covid vacci-
nation led to any health prob-
lem, the person concerned
would be provided treatment
free of cost at the existing
nursing homes of the city. 

The CMO directed the
officials to mandatorily feed the
batch number of the vaccine

and the name of the company
on CovinAp.

He said the third phase of
the Covid vaccine trial had
taken off on December 5, 2020
and after 28 days, the repeat
dose of the vaccine would be
administered to the vaccinated
people.

Dr Mishra said an AEFI
(adverse effect following
immunisation) committee had
been set up to remain vigilant
to any reaction by the vaccine
and it would be directly under
his control. He said others in
the committee were Dr Amit

Kanaujia, Dr Seema Nigam, Dr
KC Bharadwaj, Dr Rajshekhar,
Dr Piyush Mishra, Dr Sandeep
Srivastava, Dr Vikas Dixit, Dr
Prabhat Tiwari,  and Dr Rajesh
Sachan.

The CMO said the training
to vaccinate a person had
already been imparted and 0.5
ml vaccine would be adminis-
tered in the deltoid muscle. He
said it was mandatory that
after a person was vaccinated,
he or she would have to remain
at the vaccination centre for 30
minutes. He said officials
would note down the details of

the vaccinated person. 
Dr Mishra said the vacci-

nators would put on gloves and
wear a mask and sanitise hands
throroughly before vaccina-
tion. He said strict instructions
had been issued to the team not
to use spirit or sanitiser to clean
the skin of the person being
vaccinated as the vaccine would
become ineffective. He said
for this, distilled water had
been approved. 

The CMO said the third
phase of the Covaccine trial at
Prakhar Hospital had been
completed.
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Alliance Club of Kanpur
Vishal President Dr SK

Nigam, said in the current
times of COVID-19 pandem-
ic and extreme cold weather
condition, the senior citizens
need to take special care of
their health.  Addressing a
Mega Health Camp for senior
citizens at Param Hospital on
Tuesday, Dr Nigam said dia-
betic and heart patients need to
take extra care and both need
to monitor their sugar level and
blood pressure also. He said for
diabetics, it was highly essen-
tial that they go in for HbiAc
test quarterly in a year as it gave
a clear picture of the blood
sugar level of an individual. He
said the normal range was
between 6 and 7 but in a dia-
betic it was 7 plus and if the
Hb1Ac was between 7 and 8.5
then it could be controlled by
medicines but if it exceeded
then one had to take to insulin
as per the diabetologist. Dr
Nigam further stated that dia-
betes was a global endemic
with rapidly increasing preva-
lence in both developing and
developed countries. He said in
India, the health authorities
had recommended glycated
haemoglobin (HbA1c) as a
possible substitute to fasting
blood glucose for diagnosis of
diabetes. He said HbA1c was
an important indicator of long-
term glycemic control with
the ability to reflect the cumu-
lative glycemic history of the
preceding two to three months. 

He said HbA1c not only
provided a reliable measure of
chronic hyperglycaemia but

also correlated well with the
risk of long-term diabetes
complications.  He said elevat-
ed HbA1c had also been
regarded as an independent
risk factor for coronary heart
disease and stroke in subjects
with or without diabetes.  

He said the valuable infor-
mation provided by a single
HbA1c test had rendered it as
a reliable biomarker for the
diagnosis and prognosis of
diabetes. He said uncontrolled
diabetes could lead to renal fail-
ure, heat problem, paralysis and
wound did not heal and also
ended in Alzheimer’s disease
also. He said every Tuesday
between 10 and 12 free health
camp was organised. He
appealed to the people to avail
themselves of the facility.
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Mathematics provides an
effective way of building men-

tal discipline and encourages
logical reasoning. It plays a cru-
cial role in understanding the
contents of other school sub-
jects such as science, social
studies and even music and art.
In the current times there is a
need for innovative learning
programme to be implement-
ed, integrating available tech-
nology to stimulate students’
creativity, imagination and con-
fidence. This was stated by sub-
ject expert, Ajay Dixit while
addressing a workshop on
‘Mathematics’ at Gyan Bharti
MS Inter College on Tuesday to
celebrate National Mathematics
Day in the fond memory of
mathematics wizard Dr
Srinivas Iyengar Ramanujan
whose birth anniversary was
celebrated all over the country. 

He said motivating stu-
dents to be enthusiastically
receptive was one of the most
important aspects of mathe-
matics instruction. He said
effective teachers focus atten-
tion on the less interested stu-

dents as well as the motivated
ones. He said there was a need
for extrinsic and intrinsic
motivation. Dixit said the first
involved rewards that occurred
outside the learner’s control
and may include token eco-
nomic rewards for good per-
formance, peer acceptance of
good performance, avoidance
of punishment by performing
well, praise for good work,
and so on. He said many stu-
dents demonstrate intrinsic
motivation in their desire to
understand a topic or concept
to outperform others or to
impress others. Dixit said with
these basic concepts in mind,
there were specific techniques
that might be expanded,
embellished, and adapted to the
teacher’s personality and, above
all, made appropriate for the
learner’s level of ability and
environment.  He added that to
call attention to a void in stu-
dents’ knowledge there was a
need for revealing to students
a gap in their understanding.
He said the more dramatically
one revealed the gap in under-
standing, the more effective the
motivation. He said closely
related to the preceding tech-
nique was having students
appreciate a logical sequence of
concepts. He underlined the
need for setting up a con-
trived situation that led stu-
dents to discover a pattern can
often be quite motivating. He
added that when students were
challenged intellectually, they
react with enthusiasm and
great care must be taken in
selecting the challenge. The
vote of thanks was proposed by
Awadh Bihari Mishra.
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Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner Raj

Shekhar has asked the special
purpose vehicle (SPV) created
for the Mega Leather Cluster to
submit details of the land to the
Kanpur Nagar district magis-
trate at the earliest so that the
land records and its status
could be cross-checked.

Addressing the maiden
high-level coordination meet-

ing of the Mega Leather Cluster
project on Tuesday, the divi-
sional commissioner said once
the status and records of the
identified land were checked by
the district magistrate, the pro-
posal would be forwarded to
the government and once the
approval of the government
was obtained action would
take off at the divisional com-
missionerate level. 

He said the public hearings
would be carried out by the dis-

trict magistrate regarding envi-
ronmental and social impact
assessment. 

He directed the joint com-
missioner of industries to con-
vene a meeting every month so
that every issue was settled and
resolved within time so that the
project could be accomplished
within the stipulated time
frame. 

Prominent officials who
took part in the high level
meeting were DM, ADM (Land

Acquisition), joint commis-
sioner of industries UPSIDA
RM, SPV members RK Jalan
and Ashraf Rizwan.

The SPV members said
that the cluster would be spread
over 235 acre land at Ramaipur,
which is 20 km from Jajmau. 

They also said that 105 acre
land had been purchased from
UPSIDA, 45 acre from farmers
and 85 acre land had to be
exchanged from gram sabha
land. 
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The Indian Institute of
Technology, Kanpur has

launched a new diploma pro-
gramme in geodesy, the science
of accurately measuring and
understanding three funda-
mental properties of the Earth:
its geometric shape, its orien-
tation in space, and its gravity
field, as well as the changes of
these properties with time.

The one-year programme
will be offered by the
Department of Civil
Engineering in three broad
areas: Geodesy, Navigation &
Mapping and Remote Sensing
& GIS. 

Dr Radhakrishnan,
Chairman of the IIT Kanpur
Board of Governors, said the
D-IIT programmes launched at
IIT Kanpur would raise the
national capability in geodesy,
and navigation and mapping
besides impelling advance data
analytics into remote sensing
and GIS.

This programme will give
a new dimension to the geoin-
formatics courses offered by the
IIT-K.

As per the statement
released by the IIT-K, the one-
year D-IIT will add to the skill
sets of working professionals
from government institutions,
industry, faculty members and
researchers in academic insti-
tutions involved in teaching
and research and development
in the areas of civil engineering,
exploration, mapping, and geo-
information systems. 

The new D-IIT pro-
gramme will be open to can-
didates from different back-
grounds, including civil engi-
neering, computer science,
information technology, elec-
trical and electronics, mining,
geoinformatics, physics, math-
ematics, earth science, envi-
ronmental science, geography,
etc., with requirements as for
the MTech /MS(R) programme
of geoinformatics specialisation
in civil engineering. However,
for the D-IIT programme, the
GATE requirement has been
waived for working profes-
sionals. 

Financial assistance for the
D-IIT programme in geodesy
is available through the
National Centre for Geodesy,
supported by the Department
of Science and Technology. 
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KANPUR (PNS): The Indian
Institute of Technology, Kanpur
will organise the second edition
of the Institute’s Electrical,
Electronics Engineers (IEEE)
Winter School on Fog/Edge
Computing 2020 on December
29 and 30. 

The two-day virtual event
will focus on easy and
economic implementation
of emerging services like
V2V in vehicular
telematics services,
industry 4.0 and e-healthcare
services, and manufacturing
industry 4.0, and their role in
enabling services in Internet of
Things (IoT) applications.
Besides this, the event will
also provide insights on iden-
tifying and solving technical
challenges to future 6G wireless
network. 

The event will also feature
future research directions and
the ICT convergence for entre-
preneurs. IIT-K Director Prof
Abhay Karandikar took to
Twitter to announce this ini-
tiative. 
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Participating for the first
time in any event of Aligarh

Muslim University (AMU),
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday addressed its cen-
tenary celebrations lauding
AMU’s contribution in fighting
the coronavirus pandemic as
“unprecedented” and saying
that the university “represents
India’s rich culture and her-
itage.”

In his address , the Prime-
Minister pointed to religion-
neutral development policies of
his government saying they are
implemented “without dis-
crimination”.

Modi also stressed signifi-
cance and power of “diversity”
and importance of retaining it.

The Prime Minister  urged
people “to not look at every-
thing from a political lens”, say-
ing “Campuses like AMU can
play a key role in contributing
to this approach.”

AMU Chancellor Syedna
Mufaddal Saifuddin and Union
Education Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank attended
the event. Modi also released a
postal stamp during the func-
tion which he addressed
through videoconferencing.

“AMU alumni are spread
across the world and take a lot
of pride in their alma mater.
Their pride is justified. In 100
years of existence, AMU has
crafted and polished millions of
lives, giving them modern and
scientific thinking and inspir-
ing them to do something for
society and the nation” , said
the Prime Minister.

“In the last 100 years, AMU
has also worked to strengthen
India’s relations with many
countries of the world”, said
Modi in praise of the institution

that was originally  established
by Sir Dyed Ahmad Khan as
the Muhammadan Anglo-
Oriental College in1875.

AMU became a University
in 1920, through an Act of the
Indian Legislative Council by
elevating the Mohammedan
Anglo-Oriental  College to the
status of a Central University.

“The research done in
AMU on Urdu, Arabic, and
Persian languages, research on
Islamic literature, gives new
energy to India’s cultural rela-
tions with the entire Islamic
world”, he said.

In the backdrop of the
recurring debate on the minor-
ity character of the university,
Modi praised diversity in the
university.

“People tell me that the
AMU campus is like a city in
itself. We see a mini India
among different departments,
dozens of hostels, thousands of
teachers, and professors. The
diversity which we see here is
not only the strength of this
university but also of the entire
nation”, said the Prime
Minister.

“I have been told that at
least 1,000 international stu-
dents are currently enrolled in
AMU”, he added.

The Prime Minister asked
students in the AMU to con-
tribute to the nation building.

“ It  is an onus on AMU
students to share with the
world everything good about
India. They have a two-fold
responsibility to contribute to
nation-building and also help
India bolster its soft power”, he
said.

Modi lauded the stellar
role played  by the AMU dur-
ing the ongoing pandemic cri-
sis in the country.

“The contributions made
by the university during the
coronavirus pandemic were
unprecedented.They helped
people get tested for free, built
isolation wards, started plasma
banks, provided hospital beds,
and helped society”, he said.

The Prime Minister quot-
ed AMU’s founder saying that

the growth of the country is
above the caste and religion of
the people.

Sir Syed had also said that
religion should not be the
reason for anyone’s backward-
ness.

Modi said it must be
realised that politics is an
important part of society, but
there are many other issues in
society besides politics.

“… for a new India, the
core is that welfare must not be
seen from the prism of politics.
There are some elements who
may have an issue with this.
They can be found in all coun-
tries. They will spread negativ-
ity. But these people will be
sidelined if we work for the
betterment of the country
keeping politics aside. Politics
can wait, society can wait,
(but) the country can’t wait for
development, the poor and
disadvantaged can’t wait for
development,” said Modi as he
addressed students, teachers
and staff of the varsity.   

“Country is on the path
where no citizen would be left
behind because of their reli-
gion and everyone would get
equal opportunities so that
everyone can fulfill their
dreams. Sabka Sath, Sabka
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas is the
mantra behind it” , said the
Prime Minister in his outreach
to the AMU student commu-
nity.

He said progressive educa-
tion among Muslim girl stu-
dents has led to decline in the
dropouts from 70 to 30 per-
cent.

“Earlier, the dropout rate
of Muslim girls was 70 per cent
due to lack of toilets and now
after launching the Swachh
Bharat Mission, the dropout
rate went down to only 30 per
cent”, he said.

“Thirty five per cent of
students in AMU today are
female, I congratulate AMU
for this feat”, said the Prime
Minister.

Prime Minister also men-
tioned the “end” of regressive
triple-talaq in the country.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday asserted

that the biggest challenge fac-
ing science now, may be a vac-
cine for Covid pandemic, but
the biggest long term challenge
science faces is to attract high
quality youngsters and retain
them.

“The biggest challenge fac-
ing science now, may be a vac-
cine for COVID pandemic.
But the biggest long term chal-
lenge science faces is to attract
high quality youngsters and
retain them.

“What is called science
today, becomes the technology
of tomorrow and an engineer-
ing solution later. For attract-
ing good talent into our science
domain, the government has
announced scholarships at var-
ious levels. But it needs a big
out-reach from within the sci-
ence community as well,” said
the Prime Minister at the inau-
guration of the sixth edition of
the four-day India International
Science Festival (IISF) here.

He said that India wants its
scientific community to share
and grow with the best of
global talent and the
Government is taking steps to
make India the most trustwor-
thy centre for scientific learn-
ing.

The Prime Minister
emphasised the importance
of bringing the benefits of
science and technology to all.
“Science and Technology are
bridging the gap of scarcity. It
is connecting the poorest of

the poor with the
Government. With digital
advances, India is becoming a
centre of evolution and revo-
lution of global high-tech
power,” he added.

Earlier, Dr. Shekhar C.
Mande, Secretary DSIR and
DG, CSIR, in his welcome
address dwelt upon various
dimensions of the IISF-2020.
“More than 40 science labora-
tories and educational institu-
tions are participating in
organising this festival. He
said, IISF-2020 will attempt 5
Guinness Book of World
Records, one of which—max-
imum students making the
Sun Dial simultaneously—was
attempted this morning where
6,874 students from 189
schools participated.

With the theme ‘Science
for Self-Reliant India and
Global Welfare’, the mega
event aims to celebrate the
achievements of India’s scien-
ti f ic  and technological
advancements with students
and innovators. It is  being
organized jointly by Council
of Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR), Department
of Science and Technology
(DST), Ministry of Earth
Sciences, Department of
Biotechnology (DBT), Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR) in association with
VijnanaBharati. The nodal
institution for science festival
this year is CSIR-National
Institute of  Science,
Technology and Development
Studies (NISTADS), New
Delhi.
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The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has

arrested an accused, Niyaz
Ahmed Mir, 35, resident of
Srinagar in an on-going inves-
tigation of a case related to
online child sexual abuse rack-
et. The agency had earlier reg-
istered a case under
Information Technology Act
and provisions of Protection of
Children from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act against the
accused on the allegations of
running online child sexual
abuse racket from India, target-
ing minors living in USA, the

CBI said.
“It was further alleged that

the accused uploaded the
pornographic videos and
images over the dark web for
financial gains and was also
involved in direct communica-
tion with many minors in the
USA,” it said.

The wife of the accused,
Tamara Stanley, is living in
Washington, USA, officials
said.

“The accused was alleged-
ly operating through his wife,
who had agreed to be involved
in a Master - Slave relationship
with the accused and on his
direction, she allegedly exploit-

ed multiple minors, recorded
these abuses and electronical-
ly sent the same to him. It was
also alleged that when the vic-
tims refused to follow his dik-
tats, he shared these videos and
images with their family mem-
bers,” the agency said.

Searches were conducted at
the premises of the accused at
Srinagar which led to recovery
of incriminating digital evi-
dence including three laptops,
five mobiles, pen drives and
hand written notes among oth-
ers. The arrested accused is
being produced before the
Competent Court at Srinagar,
officials said.
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After meeting with two
farmers groups from

Uttar Pradesh and Delhi,
Union Agriculture Minister
Narendra Singh Tomar said
on Tuesday he is hopeful
that protesting unions would
soon complete their internal
discussions and resume talks
with the Government to
resolve the crisis. 

He met two more peas-
ants’ bodies from Delhi and
Uttar Pradesh that extended
support to the legislations.

“Representatives of dif-
ferent farmers’ bodies had
come to tell that the laws are
good and are in the interest
of farmers. They had come to
urge the Government not
make any amendments to
the laws,” Tomar said after
meeting the two groups.

“I  am hopefu l  they
(protesting farmers’ unions)
will soon complete their
internal discussions and
come forward for talks. We
will be able to find a solution
successfully,” the minister
said.

UP-based Kisan Sangarsh
Samithi (KSS) and Delhi-
based Indian Kisan Union
(IKU) are among those
farmer groups that have
extended support to the laws

in the last three weeks. The
previous groups were from
Haryana, Uttarakhand and
Uttar Pradesh. 

“The three laws enacted
by the Centre are good and
are in the interest of the
farming community,” KSS
President Ajay Pal Pradhan
said after the meeting.

KSS further demanded
that the government should
notify only that much land
which is required for the
development .  In  the
Secunderabad industrial
area, industries have devel-
oped 45 per cent of the land
acquired and the rest is not
used yet.

Earlier, interacting with
members of international
media from the Foreign
Correspondents’ Club of
South Asia, Tomar said that
the government is still will-
ing to continue talks with
protesting unions on all con-
tentious issues. 

The Minister said the
agriculture sector is the back-
bone of the Indian economy
and the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment is focusing on dou-
bling farmer’s income by
2022. He was interacting
with members of interna-
t ional  media  f rom the
Foreign Correspondents’
Club of South Asia.
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The Central Government and
the World Bank on Tuesday

signed a $500 million project to
build safe and green national
highway corridors in the States
of Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh and Andhra
Pradesh. The project will also
enhance the capacity of the
Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways (MoRTH) in main-
streaming safety and green tech-
nologies.

The Green National
Highways Corridors Project will
support MoRTH construct 783
km of highways in various geo-
graphies by integrating safe and
green technology designs such

as local and marginal materials,
industrial byproducts, and other
bioengineering solutions. The
project will help reduce GHG
emissions in the construction
and maintenance of highways.

Dr CS Mohapatra,
Additional Secretary,
Department of Economic
Affairs, Ministry of Finance
stated that the Government of
India is committed to environ-
mentally sustainable develop-
ment in its infrastructure pro-
jects. This project will set new
standards in the construction of
safe motorable roads. 

The ultimate objective of
transport infrastructure is to
provide seamless connectivity
and reduce logistics costs, said

a government statement.
The Government of India

has launched many investment
programs in road sector infra-
structure to strengthen and
improve logistics performance.
This project will also support
analytics to map the freight vol-
ume and movement pattern on
the National Highway network,
identify constraints, and provide
innovative logistics solutions, it

added. A senior MoRTH official
said the project will support the
ministry with an in-depth analy-
sis of gender-related issues in the
transport sector along with help
in creating jobs for women by
training women-led micro
enterprises and women collec-
tives to implement green tech-
nologies in the highway corri-

dors. “Connectivity for eco-
nomic growth and connectivi-
ty for sustainable development
are two important aspects of a
country’s development trajecto-
ry. This operation brings these
two priorities together in sup-
port of India’s growth strategy,”
said Junaid Ahmad, World Bank
Country Director in India.
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As vaccinations begin in
one corner of the world,
marking the beginning
of recovery from the

COVID pandemic, we cannot
forget that the majority is fight-
ing increasing hunger, poverty
and exploitation. This blatant
and brazen inequality of the
world we live in has been exposed
by the grossly unequal response
of the world to the pandemic. Of
the initial $8 trillion that have
been released as global COVID
relief, only 0.13 per cent has
been allocated to the poorest
communities. The rest has been
used to bail out big businesses that
have multiplied their profits in the
midst of a global recession. The
most grievous casualties of this
injustice are our children.

We witnessed that the
Government, in partnership with
citizens, came forward to mitigate
the immediate crisis of dry rations,
medical aid and essential needs in
the most affected communities on
an unprecedented scale, which is
truly admirable. I am proud of my
children, the survivors of child
labour and trafficking living in Bal
Ashram, came forth to make
masks for law enforcement, front-
line workers and communities in
Rajasthan. Several individuals
and organisations stepped up at
the time of crisis, risking their
safety to provide life-saving relief
and care. But with extremely lim-
ited access to digital education,
overnight loss of household
income and no food on the plate
for millions of children, we have
only barely touched the tip of the
iceberg. While the pandemic did
not create these inequalities, our
response to it has exposed and
exacerbated them to the extent
that we risk losing an entire gen-
eration to child labour, trafficking,
child marriage and other forms of
exploitation. This will be an utter
and complete breakdown of our
moral, socio-economic and demo-
cratic systems.

Now that we are looking
towards recovery, it is important to
understand that central to finding
the solution is the understanding
that the children who are forced to
work are the same children who are
denied education, and the same
children who are undernourished
and starving. We cannot leave
our children to fend for themselves
in this time of crisis.

The need of the hour is that our
children receive their fair share —
a fair share in policies, in budgets
and in protection. A fair share for
children is based on fundamental

principles of justice that our chil-
dren deserve. In 2015, when the
world came together and com-
mitted to the Sustainable
Development Goals, the coun-
tries did so with the promise to
“leave no child behind”.  But we
are failing in this. The same com-
munities that have been discrim-
inated against for decades,
including minorities, migrants
and farmers, are the same com-
munities where children are
denied education, nutrition and
safety. They have historically
and structurally been alienated
from global wealth and develop-
ment, and we will look back at
this unprecedented period as the
time when the vulnerable were
pushed over the edge into
unending cycles of disenfran-
chisement. To be able to break
this chain of intergenerational
exploitation, governments must
make a tangible and radical
shift to a culture of fair share for
the most marginalised children
and their families. That is the
only way we can end child
labour and exploitation, and
build a world where our children
learn and thrive. The truest
judge of how the world has
responded to the pandemic is the
trafficked child who collapsed
dead on the road because she
walked a 100 km to get home;
the child who was made to drop
out of school and was forced to
get married because of lack of
access to digital education and
the child labourer who was
trapped in factories as the
employer deserted her/him dur-
ing lockdown. Our children are
the mirrors to the world we are
building.

The year 2021 provides us
with the opportunity to come
together to commit a fair share
for children in the global wealth
allocation for their develop-
ment and wellbeing. The new
year has been declared the
United Nations Year for the
Elimination of Child Labour,
with the objective to revitalise
and accelerate the global
promise to end child labour by
2025 under Sustainable
Development Goal 8.7. This
was an ambitious target from the
start but the devastating effects
of the pandemic have brought
the world to its knees and we are
now facing the risk of the first
ever increase in child labour in
decades. We are at the precipice
of losing the progress achieved
over decades to reduce child
labour and to ensure access to
education for all children. This
cannot be allowed to happen
and each one of us has a role to
play, including governments,
international agencies, business-
es, faith leaders, media, schools
and colleges and the civil soci-
ety. Governments must realign
their policies, politics, legisla-
tions and budgetary allocations
and accountability measures
towards creating a safety net for
the most vulnerable communi-
ties through accessible and ade-
quate social protection.

International agencies must
uphold and enforce multilater-
al efforts to bridge the wealth
gap between nations and set
global benchmarks for child
protection measures. Businesses
must ensure transparency, due
diligence and compliance to
create child labour-free supply

chains. Faith leaders must unite
to prioritise children within
their communities as a moral
responsibility. The media must
highlight and question the state
of our children and hold all
stakeholders accountable for
the protection of our children’s
rights. Schools, colleges and
civil society, especially the sur-
vivors and youth, must lead
from the front in demanding
change and accountability, to
give voice to the voiceless and
forgotten children of the world.

This year has taught us
many lessons that we have so far
learnt, sometimes unwillingly. It
has placed in front of our eyes
the true and bare state of our
world, to show us what we have
long ignored or forgotten. We
have recognised our inherent
interconnectedness and interde-
pendence with each other. But
most importantly, 2020 has
proven that until each one of us
is safe, nobody is safe. If the peo-
ple of the world are moving in
diametrically opposite direc-
tions of development, the world
will be too stretched to sustain
itself. We can only truly move
forward if we do it together.
Whenever the world was in
peril, the inherent goodness of
humanity of individuals has
shone forth and we have come
out stronger. We have to reclaim
our humanity and globalise
compassion. And we must
begin with our children, because
they are all our children.

(The writer is a Nobel Peace
laureate and founder of Kailash
Satyarthi Children’s Foundation.
The views expressed are 
personal.)
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Sir — The news of detection of
the new variant of Coronavirus
while scouring its genetic
sequences and the spike in infec-
tions in the UK has caused con-
sternation across the world. It has
come at a time when vaccines
have begun to be rolled out.

The UK Government has
responded by imposing tougher
measures and many countries
have imposed travel restrictions
on the UK. It is possible that it
may be circulating in other parts
of the world, too. It must be made
clear right at the outset that a lot
remains to be known about the
new COVID-19 strain. It is feared
that the new mutated strain could
be a setback in the global fight
against the pandemic. The abili-
ty of viruses to mutate into new
forms is well known.

The new strain is not some-
thing unexpected. It is cause for
worry that it has emerged as the
dominant strain and is rapidly
replacing other versions of the
virus. It will bear on the course of
the pandemic. It is found to be 70
per cent more transmissible and
to that extent calls for modifica-
tion of the pandemic response.

G David Milton 
Kanyakumari

����������������
Sir — Cricket is a team game
where performance matters.
There is a vast difference in the
level of cricket played in India
and what we displayed at
Adelaide and Lord's in the 88
years of international cricket.

With the advent of ODIs
and T-20s, the standard of the

game has gone down and nose-
dived to an abysmal level in the
just-concluded Test match.
Winning the toss is vital in a
Test match situation. Team
India won the toss and achieved
a handy first innings lead and,
after that, the rest is history.

The team selection poses a
problem. The bench strength is
very poor and so we cannot play

with accomplished batsmen. To
add salt to the injury, there are a
number of players hurt in the
Indian XI. We did try to do our
best in IPL and got injured in the
process. Winning IPL is consid-
ered prestigious whereas playing
international matches for the
country is considered secondary. 

CK Jayanthi Ramani
Coimbatore
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Sir —“Aya Ram, Gaya Ram” is
not alien to Indian politics. We
are habitual to see that educated
or uneducated, criminal or law-
abiding, when people join poli-
tics they have a fixed ideology to
sacrifice their self-respect for
the sake of position and power.

And now that the BJP is
trying to offer such people a lol-
lipop in one State after anoth-
er, it has become a matter of
concern. Because one has to be
sure that this trend is likely to
continue in future too, given the
BJP’s efforts to extend its foot-
print. In Karnataka and Madhya
Pradesh, the resignations result-
ed in the downfall of the
Opposition Government.

The way the defection of
Suvendu Adhikari with eight
TMC lawmakers and dozens of
others to the BJP took place in
front of Home Minister Amit
Shah, it is a reminder from a few
months back when PM
Narendra Modi declared that 40
Trinamool Congress MLAs
would join the BJP.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee
Faridabad
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The US President-elect Joe Biden’s decision
to choose an all-women communications
team and opt for more women in his

Cabinet is being considered a paradigm shift in
the gender narrative. It is being compared to the
major fight for equity that ushered in voting rights
for women in the US. Feminists, perhaps, would
find some reason to celebrate Biden’s move,
despite the fact that women hold only 25.1 per
cent of all seats in Parliaments across the world.
And when we look back at the events that unfold-
ed this year, whatever little sense of contentment
we might have got from Biden’s gesture, is short-
lived! The year witnessed the deepening of the
pre-pandemic inequalities and discrimination. It
also brought to the fore more disturbing concerns
about women’s basic human rights. 

While the raging global health crisis instilled
a  fear of contracting infections in people, for
many women and girls, it also unleashed the
threat of intimate partner violence (IPV) consid-
ering that they were closeted within their homes
for extended periods due to the lockdowns neces-
sitated by the outbreak. Over two dozen evidence-
based global research studies corroborate that
“the pandemic has raised the profile of violence
against women and children.” The home, that is
supposed to be a safe haven, has turned into a
brewing ground for extreme brutalities, which
prompted the UN Secretary General António
Guterres to call for a “ceasefire.” Sadly, this appeal
for a ceasefire was not made for any battlefront
but for the violence being perpetrated in homes
across the world. 

According to media reports, deaths due to
domestic abuse in the UK more than doubled in
the first two months of the lockdown, while in
the US there was not only an increase in domes-
tic violence cases but also in the severity of
injuries inflicted. In India, the number of IPV
complaints went up 2.5 times during the nation-
wide lockdown. This is notwithstanding the fact
that as many as 150 countries have laws against
domestic violence. However, many legal experts
are of the opinion that the laws are “not always
on the women’s side.”

In some parts of the world, like Northern
Africa, Western Asia and sub-Saharan Africa, 43
per cent and 35 per cent of the countries respec-
tively, are yet to pass any laws against IPV. 

Fortunately, India does have a law against
domestic abuse since 2005. But the available data
seldom reflect the reality, since a large number
of cases remain unreported. The extended
nationwide lockdown made matters worse for
Indian women/girls as many of them failed to
reach the designated helplines, because of the
wide connectivity gap. While  just 46 per cent of
urban women have their own mobile phones, in
the rural areas, it drops to 37 per cent. 

The UN chief ’s calls for a strategy to counter
the perils of the “shadow pandemic”, are yet to
bear fruit. So far, only 48 countries have incor-
porated any such measure in their COVID-19
containment blueprint. While commenting on
why women continue to get the short end of the
stick, Beulah Shekhar, Emeritus Professor,
Karunya Institute of Technology and Sciences,
Coimbatore, says that the “present calamitous sit-
uation has made it abundantly clear that, both,
the Government and the NGOs, lack prepared-
ness and like before, there are knee-jerk reactions
to adverse developments. Decentralised and mul-
tidisciplinary disaster responses teams led by
women are the need of the hour. This will aid in
the effective implementation of gender-sensitive
strategies.”

Now, the combined onslaught of
violence, financial insecurity and
increased unpaid workload on women
is making many of them vulnerable to
greater mental and physical health
risks. “Women are now doubly prone
to abortions and mental depression.
They are 1.5 times more susceptible to
HIV infections and 2.3 times more sus-
ceptible to alcohol disorders,” says the
World Health Organisation (WHO).

A CARE International study reveals
that “women are suffering almost three
times more from significant mental
health consequences.” Another survey
by Total Brain says that “depression has
increased by 83 per cent in women,
compared to 36 per cent in men.” As per
a media report “suicide rates among
young women in Japan and South
Korea are already on the rise due to
increased stress.” In Britain, a study
found that “during the first six weeks
of the lockdown, suicidal tendencies
had gone up mostly among women and
young adults.” 

Women working from home
(WFH) also experience “increased lev-
els of anxiety, stress and sleeplessness,
as often, the line between personal and
work life gets merged.” Be that as it may,
women’s mental health issues are often
dismissed as “frivolous” or “imaginary”
and seldom receive any medical atten-
tion. A WHO survey (June to August)
in 130 countries disclosed that critical
mental health services in 93 per cent of
the countries “got disrupted even when
there were growing demands” for help. 

In the field of gainful employment,
too, women are being gradually pushed
out. The UN Economic and Social
Council’s ‘World’s Women 2020’ report,
says that only 47 per cent of women are
part of the labour market, compared to

74 per cent of men, a gender gap, that
has been persisting for the last 25 years.
In Southern Asia, Northern Africa and
Western Asia, the rate plummets to less
than 30 per cent. 

During the pandemic, women bore
the major burnt of the economic dis-
ruption as the sectors in which they pre-
dominated like food service, retail,
entertainment and so on, have been the
hardest hit. A staggering 72 per cent
women working as domestic help lost
jobs, while for many women in risky
and stigmatised jobs, it was a “choice
between unemployment and the risk of
infection.”

India, which already has one of the
world’s lowest female labour force par-
ticipation rates (FLPR), saw the num-
bers falling even further. The Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy’s (CMIE’s)
latest data showed a  job contraction for
both men (104 million ) and women
(17 million). However, men regained
most of their lost jobs by November,
while, women lost 49 per cent of them.
Moreover, a study indicated that “23.5
per cent of women employed before the
lockdown, were less likely to be re-
employed.” In the case of small women
entrepreneurs, “most of them (73 per
cent) faced setbacks, with 21 per cent
suffering a near wipe out and 35 per
cent seeing a significant decline in busi-
ness revenues….’, says a report by Bain
& Company, a management consultan-
cy. The CMIE’s household survey too
flagged a more disturbing impact on
younger women, whose FLPR went
down to 8.7 per cent from 14.3 in 2019.

According to a research, women
with no children appear to have had the
best rebound in terms of employment
and women with very young children
often got a raw deal, while in the case

of men, there was little change, both,
during the pre and post-lockdown
period. This is not restricted to India
alone, but, has become a global phe-
nomenon. In the US, most profession-
al gender gaps are in fact motherhood
gaps and many working mothers, in the
absence of guaranteed paid maternity
leave or affordable childcare, are con-
fronting brutally hard choices between
a job and child care. So is the case in
Israel, where free early childhood edu-
cation and day care, raised women’s
overall workforce participation to 74
per cent, but, the pandemic disruptions
reduced it to 56 per cent.

The UN Women expressed concern
that “even when the pandemic subsides,
women are likely to suffer from long-
term setbacks in workforce participa-
tion and income.”

Even though 25 years have passed
since the world adopted the Beijing dec-
laration, yet, gender equality is still an
elusive dream and one of the major
casualties of the pandemic. “Women are
yet to become citizens in the real
sense. Though in the eyes of the law,
they may possess equal rights but they
are often treated as subjects, second
class citizens or lesser mortals. There
is an implicit bar, either in the garb of
patriarchal control or societal norm,”
rues Putul Sathe, Professor, Research
Centre for Women’s Studies, S.N.D.T.
Women’s University, Mumbai. While,
Beulah Shekhar, says that “women’s
rights remain only a rhetoric, just
ticking the right boxes, and not a real-
ity in India.”

(The writer is former Director-
General, Doordarshan and All India
Radio and ex-Press Secretary, President
of India. The views expressed are person-
al)
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The COVID-19 pandemic
caused unprecedented human
suffering and its socio-eco-

nomic impact was felt globally.
Environmental deterioration too,
seems to have accelerated during this
time, if the slew of extreme weather
events that took place this year are
anything to go by.

In fact, 2020 was the third-
warmest year on record, given that
the global mean surface temperature
for January-October was 1.1 to 1.2 °C
higher than the pre-industrial base-

line (1850-1900). This has been fol-
lowed by an unusually cold winter. 

We know climate change as a
phenomenon that denotes a gradual
worsening of our environmental
conditions but, this year has shown
that the change is rapidly transition-
ing to a climate crisis. This means
more bad news for humanity on the
environmental front.

The University of North Carolina
uses supercomputers to observe the
effects of climate change. While pre-
senting its findings at the National
Institute of Environment Health
Sciences-sponsored Global
Environment Health seminar in
June, the experts stated that
unchecked Greenhouse Gas (GHG)
emissions and air pollution were
going to pave the way for extreme
weather events in the 21st century. 

The unanimous conclusion at
the seminar attended by 400 experts
from around the world was that there
was an urgent need to flatten the

GHG emission curve, similar to the
emergency efforts being made to flat-
ten the COVID-19 one. 

Currently, the ambient air pollu-
tion caused by ozone and fine par-
ticulate matter is major cause for
worry as it contributes to 3.4 million
premature deaths worldwide. How
many deaths in India are attributable
to this cause needs to be worked out
by the Government urgently, as
studies suggest that pollution-relat-
ed casualties will be the highest in
densely populated areas. 

At the same time, measures to
reduce GHG emissions can exponen-
tial boost and aid global efforts to
save human lives. According to the
figures released by the University of
North Carolina, if we are successful
in bringing down GHG emissions,
approximately 5,00,000 fewer prema-
ture deaths can be achieved by 2030
and this number can be taken up to
two million fewer premature deaths
by 2100. 

Even though, the global lock-
downs necessitated by the pandem-
ic gave the world a breather by bring-
ing down GHG emissions by 17 per
cent, the resumption of economic
activity will see the pollution levels
climb up soon enough. Unless we
take climate change and environ-
mental degradation seriously and
mend our ways, we are headed for
disaster. 

The climate crisis being triggered
by the spiraling GHG emissions has
left an indelible mark on the environ-
ment this year and has resulted in the
exacerbation of extreme weather
events. One of the most extreme
weather spells was the Atlantic hur-
ricane season that saw a record-
breaking 30 storms between June 1-
November 30. Apart from these
storms and cyclones, heavy rainfall
in several parts of Asia and Africa led
to immense loss of human lives,
property and livelihoods. Brazil, for
instance, saw uncharacteristically

high temperatures and droughts
which caused major wildfires and
resulted in a loss of $3 billion to the
agriculture  sector.

India, too, has not been spared
the adverse effects of climate change.
A record-breaking cold wave in
December 2019 continued well into
January and this was accompanied by
heavy rainfall throughout northern
India. The national Capital received
the maximum rainfall in 10 years and
this led to a sharp plunge in temper-
atures in Delhi, Punjab, Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh (UP). 

The vagaries of climate change
again manifested themselves  in the
form of untimely rainfall in March.
As many as 222 out of the total 683
meteorological districts in the coun-
try received excess rain. This was not
only detrimental for agriculture but
also adversely impacted the efforts of
the Government to contain the
COVID-19 pandemic which was
spreading fast during that period.

Even as environmental experts
attributed the freak rains to GHG
emissions and global warming, the
efforts to rein in the same have
slipped time and again and the out-
break has only made the efforts to
safeguard the environment that
much more difficult. This is because,
given the socio-economic impact of
the contagion, countries will be
tempted to keep environmental con-
cerns on the back-burner in a post-
Corona world. Shoring up their tot-
tering economies will be their prima-
ry concern for a long time to come.
This will lead to a Catch-22 situation
as the pandemic was a result of envi-
ronmental degradation in the first
place. Along with the rest of the
world, India, too, has its environmen-
tal conservation challenges cut-out.
India must forge a resilient environ-
ment strategy for 2021 and beyond.
Removing bottlenecks in renewable
energy self-sufficiency must become
a priority along with dialing down of

dependence on fossil fuels. Just
focussing on these two areas on a war
footing will decrease GHG emissions
and reduce ambient temperatures.
This will result in controlling climat-
ic extremities.

Similarly, allocation of sufficient
funds is essential to ensure that the
battle against climate change is
fought on an even keel. In order to
ensure this, the diversion of precious
public money for needless projects
must be identified and curtailed.
Climate change is a reality but we still
do not have a full blown climate cri-
sis on our hands. If we  take sustain-
able development seriously even as
we pursue our economic recovery
goals diligently, we can hope to
leave a better world for future gen-
erations. Else, as we have already wit-
nessed,  climate change can prove to
be a runaway train.

(The writer is an environmental
journalist. The views expressed are
personal)
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Script Open High Low LTP
DMART 2670 2675 2551 2625.55
HCLTECH 876.2 919 872 913.85
RELIANCE 1940 1958.4 1887.75 1936.6
BAJFINANCE 5045 5131 4826.45 5014.25
TATAMOTORS 164 169.1 156.55 165.05
HDFCBANK 1376 1387.05 1345.45 1373.5
IDEA 9.22 9.59 8.9 9.52
HDFC 2406.2 2441.4 2361 2401.2
ITC 202.2 206.2 196.9 203.35
MARUTI 7360 7438.15 7201.4 7394.5
TITAN 1458.5 1512.8 1451.2 1502.35
BHARTIARTL 492 505 485.6 500.25
INFY 1178 1224 1176.3 1220.75
INDUSINDBK 835.5 857.45 813.8 840.75
IRCTC 1370 1408.55 1335.95 1398.35
LT 1232 1268 1214 1262.35
TATASTEEL 594.55 610.55 584.55 601.25
INDIGO 1356.4 1594.9 1356.4 1573.35
CANBK 109.6 117.4 105.55 115.25
ONGC 88.1 92.3 86.5 90.6
SBIN 254 258.55 248.15 257.55
AXISBANK 582.6 593.75 568.45 589.65
ICICIBANK 495.1 501.75 489 500.5
KOTAKBANK 1920 1929.1 1886 1902.9
BAJAJFINSV 8840 8968.55 8616.7 8937.3
GAIL 113.2 120.6 112.6 118.45
VEDL 134.25 140 130 139.25
BAJAJ-AUTO 3185 3286.2 3174.25 3269.3
ASIANPAINT 2501 2613.35 2495 2604.65
LUPIN 944 962.45 914.6 954.4
DRREDDY 5108 5176.15 4943.55 5161.9
IBULHSGFIN 181 188.15 173.15 186.45
TCS 2830 2883.1 2819 2870.8
COALINDIA 130 136.1 129.75 135.5
ADANIENT 423.2 461 417.6 458.75
MOTHERSUMI 145.25 150 139.6 148.85
TATAPOWER 68 71.9 66.7 71.6
TATACHEM 445 478.05 438 475.75
HDFCAMC 2778 2900 2676 2875.2
PNB 33.5 34.75 31.7 33.45
IOC 85.7 88.5 84.2 88
BHEL 32.5 33.3 30.6 32.65
WIPRO 352.3 365.85 349.35 364
AUROPHARMA 845 860 822 856.8
PVR 1300 1322 1212.05 1257.2
BANDHANBNK 376 398.95 374.1 396.65
CIPLA 778.05 798.35 760.65 795.35
HINDUNILVR 2300 2332.4 2281.8 2309.55
SPICEJET 84.3 90.3 82.35 89.05

LTI 3341.05 3615 3312.8 3574.8
SRTRANSFIN 962 975.85 917.95 937.9
RBLBANK 209.35 211.15 197.85 208.5
M&M 687.55 699.45 667.1 695.05
JINDALSTEL 252 261.9 246.25 259.75
BANKBARODA 58 60 56.2 58.85
SAIL 55 57.6 53.7 57.2
ZEEL 213.35 216.45 201.95 214.55
DLF 214.25 222 209.85 219.75
SBICARD 808.1 826.85 799.1 822
DIVISLAB 3651 3735.6 3603.3 3715.75
HEROMOTOCO 3002 3059 2900 3054.7
HINDALCO 231.7 239.3 227 231.3
ASHOKLEY 91 95.35 87.3 91.5
IDFCFIRSTB 33.5 34.8 32.85 34.65
IDBI 37.25 37.6 30.8 33.85
M&MFIN 162.1 166.75 158.1 165
TECHM 906.05 948.1 903.1 944.3
ULTRACEMCO 5000 5086 4894.6 5015.3
BSOFT 205.95 238 205.7 233
NTPC 97 99.75 96.5 98.9
ADANIGREEN 986.45 1039 975 1029.5
ATUL 6150 6228.1 6050 6198.3
ESCORTS 1242.25 1273.65 1181.75 1229.1
BPCL 365.1 374.55 357 372.9
FEDERALBNK 60.15 62.15 57.55 61.8
CADILAHC 453.35 470.85 439.1 469.1
LTTS 2155.1 2315.2 2058.45 2247.85
ADANIPORTS 445 470.5 434.9 468.25
BEL 111 114.05 106.4 112.2
SUNPHARMA 549.55 570.4 540.35 568.1

MANAPPURAM 155 164.85 154.1 163.15
HINDPETRO* 208.2 211.65 203.85 210.9
TATAELXSI 1535 1660 1505.9 1651.75
UPL 433 446 425.65 444.85
PEL 1374.9 1374.9 1283.9 1334.7
INDIAMART 5711 6100 5462.05 6000.3
MINDTREE 1430 1529.8 1430 1525.2
DABUR 501.1 508.75 492.45 503.8
HEG 830 913.4 826 850.55
GLENMARK 488 496.2 467.1 483.85
AIAENG 2004.45 2036.55 1962.85 1988.95
ICICIPRULI 465 483.9 458.95 482.4
MFSL 650 654.55 624.75 642.5
BIOCON 442 464.5 436.95 461.75
L&TFH 83.4 86.75 81.1 85.4
GODREJPROP 1278.05 1330.45 1226.6 1274.55
APOLLOTYRE 173 181.8 170.25 174.85
ADANIPOWER 43 45.45 42.75 44.9
LAURUSLABS 330 347 322 337.45
PAGEIND 27300 28347.1 26393.35 27969.6
LICHSGFIN 345.15 354.45 334.5 346.95
SUNTV 452.3 478.8 451.8 476.7
IGL 462 501.2 462 491.9
BEML 849 898 837.7 872.05
JUBLFOOD 2680 2721.45 2583.95 2710.5
BLISSGVS 173.7 178 169.95 176.4
NESTLEIND 18200 18667.2 18000.5 18586.1
APOLLOHOSP 2329 2425 2252.65 2407.35
DELTACORP 150 157.6 142.7 154.7
ABCAPITAL 79.6 82.35 76 80.8
AMBUJACEM 235.25 239.1 227.5 237.8
ALOKTEXT 20.8 22.2 19.85 21.4
HAL 798.5 810.4 760.2 795.2
JSWSTEEL 352.25 365.05 346.25 362.65
DEEPAKNI 869 895.1 833.3 882.35
BHARATFORG 525 533.15 492.25 518.55
FRETAIL 71.05 72.4 70.35 71.55
AUBANK 855.15 877.75 822.2 855.35
ACC 1569.65 1588.1 1520.75 1564.35
TATAMTRDVR 67.05 69.7 64 67.7
JUSTDIAL 598.85 632 570.1 618.8
SCI 86.95 87.95 83.5 86.9
MRF 75310 76658.25 73756.25 76167.1
CONCOR 379.15 387.8 364.7 386.35
EICHERMOT 2375 2461.1 2375 2446.6
ADANIGAS 334 361.75 315 358.65
NBCC 27.2 28.35 25.6 28.05
HDFCLIFE 629.2 643.05 620.75 641.3
NMDC 109 112.6 107.65 111.25
HINDCOPPER 54.3 59.5 52.5 58.3
PIDILITIND 1682 1726.35 1646.75 1719.8
BOSCHLTD 12484.35 12685.2 12075.85 12613.5
NATIONALUM 39.3 40.2 37.4 39.75
BALKRISIND 1538.35 1572.25 1515.35 1549.3
PFIZER 5161 5244.2 5098.05 5183.9
GRAPHITE 274 284.85 264.3 279.15
ASHOKA 78.05 86 76.75 84.5
TRIDENT 8.58 9.06 7.84 8.93
MUTHOOTFIN 1169 1194.45 1153.8 1181
LEMONTREE 36.5 40.2 35.7 39.85
NCC 50.6 52.5 47.45 51.3
RECLTD 126.05 131.75 125.3 131.4
BRITANNIA 3575 3660.4 3541.2 3631.15
NAUKRI 4451.15 4630 4371 4627.1
NAVINFLUOR 2481 2585 2383.95 2553.4
HFCL 23.1 24.25 21.6 24.05
INDHOTEL 112.5 119 112.5 117
CSBBANK 215.15 224 207.4 221.5
SUZLON 4.77 5 4.64 4.95
MGL 1013.7 1057.65 996.75 1046.55
TATACONSUM 562 577.55 550.5 575.75
INDIANB 78.1 83.9 74.05 82.4
VAKRANGEE 54 55 51.75 53.1
CHOLAFIN 352 363.8 345.2 360.45
NATCOPHARM 873 940.9 873 908.65
PFC 106.55 111.7 105.65 111.1
AARTIDRUGS 690 727.6 675 715.6
GMRINFRA 24.1 25.15 23.7 24.95
DISHTV 12.25 14.12 12.25 13.95
RAYMOND 324.1 334.2 305.2 325.75
SYNGENE 580 619.4 555 605.35
RELAXO 767 799 749 792.55
POWERGRID 184.05 191.05 184.05 190.5
WOCKPHARMA 460 482 425.05 463.65
COFORGE 2390 2594.95 2341 2569.05
CYIENT 472.5 525 472.5 513.75
KPITTECH 108 123 105.55 120.9
LALPATHLAB 2200 2256.95 2148.1 2177.5
EQUITAS 62.5 66.9 58.5 66.55
IPCALAB 2205 2230 2166.85 2205
STAR 757 780.2 734 768.85
DIXON 12960 13242.15 12337.212535.45
HAVELLS 874 883.55 857.3 879.65
SRF 5260 5405.85 5104.85 5389.8
POLYCAB 992.35 1027.55 960 999
DCMSHRIRAM 398 413.95 371.7 374.3
ADANITRANS 388.25 412.2 381.3 408.2
IBREALEST 66.5 69.55 63.7 68.05
SHREECEM 23400.6 24040 23356.5 23940.5
INDUSTOWER 229.2 234 224 233
SOUTHBANK 8.11 8.37 7 8.31
JUBILANT 762 792.95 744.6 787.5
CENTURYTEX 350.6 374.2 350.6 360.05
UBL 1052.3 1110 1052.3 1095.85
IOLCP 672 713.35 672 702.9
HSCL 40.15 42.4 38.8 41.9
ASTRAL 1489.9 1541.5 1442.85 1527.4
GRANULES 345 365.5 336.2 361.8
JKPAPER 102.5 107.05 99.4 106.55

VOLTAS 783 800.5 768.5 797.65
CHENNPETRO 92.25 99.65 88.4 98.6
GNFC 219 224.5 205.3 211.7
GODREJAGRO 515 544.15 515 527.3
BATAINDIA 1503 1525.15 1461.9 1521.9
PHILIPCARB 145 155 143.2 153.1
ABBOTINDIA 15850 15894.8 15349.35 15516.7
BAJAJHLDNG 3029.25 3130.15 2657.7 3017.4
BOMDYEING 71 72.75 68.3 72.05
AARTIIND 1200 1202.3 1131 1174.55
SIEMENS 1475 1515.7 1442.05 1510.25
ENGINERSIN 73.65 76.3 72.7 76.05
SBILIFE 840 855.5 825 853.8
KTKBANK 50.55 51.95 47.4 51.7
NOCIL 138 144 134.75 142
EXIDEIND 185 185.15 175 184.15
JKTYRE 70 73.75 66.25 72.95
GRASIM 875 888.8 862.65 883.9
CENTRALBK 12.5 13.5 12.21 13.35
PERSISTENT 1281 1398.1 1248.65 1374.3
PETRONET 243.55 249.8 239.75 247.7
MARICO 400 402 389.15 398.3
ADVENZYMES 309.9 319.95 299.15 314.55
AFFLE 3702 3849.95 3658.15 3839.2
OIL 100 105.9 98 102.35
CUMMINSIND 579.7 585.25 556.45 575.75
MCX 1625 1669 1622.65 1651.5
PIIND 2225 2269.75 2169.65 2224.7
CEATLTD 1025 1080 1018.6 1065.95
CROMPTON 342.65 376.45 342.65 361.1
UNIONBANK 28.6 29.4 27.2 29
ALKYLAMINE 3672 3770 3473.6 3714.95
COLPAL 1540 1554.9 1517.25 1545.6
MPHASIS 1409.9 1431 1370 1422.85
CHAMBLFERT 211 222.3 211 219
CAPPL 486 494 450.75 477.15
RAIN 113.7 118.65 110.65 116.75
METROPOLIS 1826 1930 1820.7 1905.95
ASTRAZEN 4270 4354.05 4067.5 4177.9
MIDHANI 196.5 197.8 186.9 193.85
GODREJCP 703 716.95 693.95 712.8
NHPC 21.45 22.25 21.15 22.2
PGHL 6522.1 6776.15 6321.05 6741.6
TV18BRDCST 27.25 30.6 27.25 30.4
KSCL 499.3 505.45 480.4 502.6
HONAUT 33777.6 34940.75 33007.2534818.05
TORNTPHARM 2680 2755.4 2602.8 2742.2
INOXLEISUR 260.2 270 252.85 268.45
ALKEM 2775 2884.4 2758.75 2857.35
BANKINDIA 46.2 48.25 45.15 47.3
HAWKINCOOK 5489 5489 5100 5296.85
INDIACEM 135.5 143.1 134.05 139.5
GREAVESCOT 79.15 81.3 75.45 79.45
TRENT 665 695.1 661.2 691.75
IIFL 116.55 116.55 100.5 108.9
BERGEPAINT 699.6 715.95 682.55 712.4
DCBBANK 108.2 115.3 100.35 112.45
THYROCARE 830.05 925.1 830.05 908.75
AMBER 2330.65 2330.65 2201 2283.65
TVSMOTOR 462.6 471 445.6 465.3
CUB 172.1 176.5 168.3 171.9
GUJGAS 350 362.75 346 348.9
SHILPAMED 420.05 435 414.65 430.7
FSL 69.55 76.25 66.5 75.55
AVANTI 511.8 525.05 496.2 514.9
J&KBANK 20.6 22.34 20.2 21.88
TASTYBIT 12215 12712 1172512454.95
APLLTD 1044 1062.8 1000 1049.85
HINDZINC 229.1 237.5 224.7 232.4
BIRLACORPN 700 700 661.25 692.55
ECLERX 731 773 717.6 770.2
ABB 1210.1 1225.3 1157 1185.45
WELCORP 116 126.5 111.1 125.4
COCHINSHIP 340.1 354.75 335.85 349.3
JMFINANCIL 80.85 82.8 76.1 82.2
COROMANDEL 750 778 746.55 768.75
STLTECH 160.8 165 148 162.25
ABFRL 145 153.5 144.1 150.5
ITDC 258.85 294.4 248.85 288.2
ORIENTCEM 77.1 83.05 76.5 82.1
AMARAJABAT 907.5 927.05 881.4 923.25
CASTROLIND 120.35 124.05 119.35 120.9
RVNL 21.65 22.65 20.65 22.2
PRESTIGE 260 267 247.9 255.65
NAM-INDIA 295.8 299.75 283.45 293.75
MEGH 73 77.7 72.7 77.1
KPRMILL 833 895 811.95 885.95
RADICO 427.6 450 427.6 443.1
CGCL 294 299.9 291.55 297.25
UJJIVAN 265 273.05 258.1 270.9
DALBHARAT 1000 1030.95 968 1012.5
SEQUENT 157.5 169 152.85 167.9
JKLAKSHMI 318.05 331.65 307.95 325.3
PNBHOUSING 330.05 344.2 315.85 337.1
FINEORG 2380 2467.45 2352 2407.05
RITES 257.3 268.6 252.85 262.7
HUDCO 35.7 38.5 35.5 37.65
BDL 311.05 317.15 297.5 315.55
SWANENERGY 127.35 130.8 120.3 129.6
SWSOLAR 225.1 235.9 221.8 234
ITI 121.2 124.8 117.05 121.7
CANFINHOME 477 486.75 432 462.8
FINCABLES 327 342.7 305 327.8
JBCHEPHARM 1050 1057.9 989.85 1042.9
KNRCON 320.25 336 300.5 332.4
OBEROIRLTY 528 547.55 508.45 543.25
SHK 108.9 116.35 104 114.9
MAHSEAMLES 312.1 334.5 307 326.55
TATACOMM 958.3 1013.45 887.15 1003.95

SUMICHEM 286 297.35 279 291.75
DEEPAKFERT 152.95 155.55 144.5 151.1
SONATSOFTW 336 369.9 336 366.1
RAMCOCEM 752.15 804.8 752.15 786.5
SHOPERSTOP 183.05 197.75 181 193.85
FCONSUMER 7.81 8.04 7.77 7.83
SUNTECK 319.5 329.25 312.75 325.05
GODFRYPHLP 921.1 958.95 902 921.7
EMAMILTD 417.95 422 393.7 418.45
VENKYS 1582 1617.55 1520 1578.55
TORNTPOWER 297 316.2 293.3 314.55
DBL 363 373.8 341.6 359.85
JSLHISAR 126.9 135.8 121.85 130
VBL 852.65 917.05 852.65 910.15
BAJAJCON 204.5 211.1 193 209.95
SUDARSCHEM 450 466.6 439.9 454.65
SPANDANA 656 732.8 623 725.3
RALLIS 265 272 250.1 267
MINDACORP 82 85.35 77.5 82.6
ICICIGI 1430 1468.5 1410.5 1458.8
JSWENERGY 65.35 68.65 64 68.45
SOBHA 304.5 320.2 296.8 318.4
GMDCLTD 47.5 48.9 45.25 47.9
RCF 50.4 51.3 47.95 50.4
JAMNAAUTO 52.65 57.25 50.05 57
CESC 553.1 588.85 553.1 576.25
BAYERCROP 5202.85 5225 5000 5115.1
IFCI 8.72 9.19 8.09 8.79
APLAPOLLO 717 750.75 700 747.25
GMM 3540 3628.75 3463.25 3592.95
SUVENPHAR 409.5 424.9 387.85 422.1
WHIRLPOOL 2155 2216.7 2102.45 2191.4
BAJAJELEC 601.55 620.85 582 611.75
UJJIVANSFB 36.6 38.35 34 37.9
IDFC 35.25 37.2 35.15 37.05
GSFC 68.3 70.45 66 66.95
PHOENIXLTD 718.5 765 717.2 726.05
VIPIND 326.5 338.3 310.85 329
BBTC 1195 1248.05 1191.15 1240.9
FORTIS 152 157.5 148.1 154.55
JAICORPLTD 87.1 89.9 83.2 87.95
MMTC 21.5 22.45 20.5 21.7
TATACOFFEE 100.6 104.25 98.3 102.95
KEI 456.05 483.55 454.55 480.15
KANSAINER 550 573.75 531 565.4
BALRAMCHIN 162 168.55 155.5 168.05
EIDPARRY 310 327 310 314.5
BLUESTARCO 755 790 750 782.3
IRCON 80 85.6 80 84.15
DCAL 135.35 142.5 132.1 139.85
INDOCO 253.2 280 253.2 279.2
PTC 54.1 58.2 53.7 57.05
SPARC 165.55 177 165.55 175.4
KAJARIACER 684.65 694.45 668.4 675.9
FORCEMOT 1309 1329 1233.55 1290.05
NBVENTURES 54.05 54.85 50.2 53.15
IEX 204.05 214 202.7 213.05
MAHABANK 12.18 12.6 11.56 12.45
GSPL 201.55 207.9 197.35 204.2
SYMPHONY 920 927.6 870 916
JINDALSAW 70.65 72.3 67.45 71.45
NIACL 122 123.7 114.3 119.7
JYOTHYLAB 135.15 139.35 133.45 137.15
IFBIND 1010.25 1112 985 1096
CENTURYPLY 215.1 227.25 206.25 221.05
KALPATPOWR 292.3 301.75 277.1 297.05
JSL 67.3 69.4 62.6 66.85
NESCO 522 526.5 483 509.15
GODREJIND 410 438.05 408 429.05
BALMLAWRIE 110 111.9 105.1 110.1
3MINDIA 21565.15 21750 20810.2 20999.6
KEC 350.05 359.3 338.1 347.35
SIS 428.35 441.65 407.7 435.85
ISEC 434.5 443.75 416.65 442.35
MOIL 134 137.8 129.1 135.35
CARERATING 517 534.15 492.7 505.65
HEIDELBERG 206 209.5 200.85 208.05
WESTLIFE 400 423.95 388.05 420
POWERINDIA 1171 1294.9 1171 1250.4
IOB 10.1 10.5 9.8 10.1
GEPIL 280 280 267 276.3
CARBORUNIV 340 377 340 369.2
MAHSCOOTER 3621.5 3697.15 3497.5 3651.05
HATHWAY 30.05 31.55 28.8 30
VGUARD 175 189.6 175 185.8
OFSS 3099.85 3139.15 3035.05 3120.45
NLCINDIA 51.7 54.35 51 54.05
VINATIORGA 1145 1145 1080 1130.65
SANOFI 7925.05 7982.9 7847 7961
IRB 100.5 104.5 97.75 101.7
POLYMED 510 510.85 479.55 502.75
NETWORK18 35.1 36.95 34.75 35.7
EIHOTEL 87.15 90.2 85.85 89.85
VARROC 350 372.5 342.8 365.25
UFLEX 354 362.5 345.35 360.75
BASF 1535 1561.45 1485 1545
AJANTPHARM 1598 1653.4 1530.65 1645.05
CHALET 172 181.6 166.7 176.8
ZENSARTECH 220.4 235 207 228.55
TATAINVEST 940 964.15 931.25 962.9
ALLCARGO 130 133.05 124 129.75
UCOBANK 12.2 12.41 11.78 12.26
NH 420 422.4 394 415.65
KRBL 237 247.5 225.5 243.9
JKCEMENT 1910.8 1910.8 1855.05 1874.2
REDINGTON 116.5 133.5 116.5 131.6
GICRE 130.6 138.75 127.3 137.2
GUJALKALI 348.9 356.3 336.35 351.95
MOTILALOFS 600 613.7 583.05 605.85

ENDURANCE 1146.8 1174.9 1124.8 1169.35
GLAXO 1560 1560 1490 1532.5
WELSPUNIND 68.3 69 66.25 68.7
LAXMIMACH 4595.7 4740 4335 4657
BRIGADE 230.9 247.9 218.9 246.45
TATAMETALI 570 593 545 587.45
TVSSRICHAK 1849 1860.85 1698.95 1822.15
LINDEINDIA 921.35 990 880.35 909.25
FDC 330 333.45 319.5 322.35
GARFIBRES 2088.95 2157.55 2011.25 2096.65

ZYDUSWELL 1873 1898.15 1809 1886.4
TIINDIA 809 822.2 770.05 791.1
SJVN 24.7 25.35 24.05 25.15
TIMETECHNO 42 46 42 45.05
PGHH 10893.25 11007.7 10600 10933.6
FLUOROCHEM 552.1 572 552.1 567.15
MINDAIND 385 388 365.05 385.6
RESPONIND 194.9 194.9 174 187.05
DHANUKA 691.25 729 691.25 720.25
ASTERDM 153.45 166.9 150 164.75
TCIEXP 882.15 896 830 889.95
PRSMJOHNSN 86.95 91 78.95 85.35
MAHLOG 379 405.2 369.65 401.9
GDL 113.9 115.55 103 113.9
ERIS 565.8 567 530.05 561.85
SUPREMEIND 1689.35 1720.4 1630.25 1649.75
EDELWEISS 69 72.3 65.65 71.25
ORIENTELEC 220 225 206.5 220.35
MRPL 32.5 33.8 30.6 33.5
PNCINFRA 168 168 157.45 166.9
TTKPRESTIG 5702.5 5750 5570 5695.75
THERMAX 890.05 930.85 877.45 879.85
JTEKTINDIA 80.05 86.15 80.05 84.1
AAVAS 1675 1680.1 1625.05 1653.35
RAJESHEXPO 479.05 490.25 461.6 476.3
CREDITACC 785 809.95 717.4 793.9
QUESS 450 456.1 415 448.45
HERITGFOOD 272 293.9 270 289.85
TIMKEN 1106.2 1115 1055.05 1103.2
VSTIND 3670 3840.65 3500 3745.8
VRLLOG 181 191.9 171.8 190.6
VMART 2400 2432.75 2219.1 2409
JCHAC 2170.95 2196.15 2088.25 2183.55
TANLA 600.65 600.65 600.65 600.65
VAIBHAVGBL 2075 2130 2060 2115.5
FINOLEXIND 623.5 627 602.85 621.9
GILLETTE 5847.95 5847.95 5600 5726.8
LUXIND 1578.55 1600 1537.6 1590.2
NILKAMAL 1357.55 1405 1350 1398.8
GHCL 185.2 192.4 177.05 191.45
AEGISLOG 234 239.7 227 235.15
DBCORP 77.5 81 76 79.95
EPL 251.1 254.25 248.05 249.55
GESHIP 255.15 255.9 238.5 251.5
SKFINDIA 1680 1680 1541.1 1627.05
SFL 1570 1657.55 1561.2 1613.65
BLUEDART 3751 3810 3710 3790.35
GALAXYSURF 1881.95 1894 1808.55 1883.3
JAGRAN 40.1 41.85 39.05 41.3
GULFOILLUB 701.05 733.9 680.5 713.55
ESABINDIA 1751 1822.45 1700.55 1722.6
INDOSTAR 310 319 304.1 310.6
RATNAMANI 1536.65 1536.65 1470.95 1521.2
MASFIN 921.6 952 846 909.85
SUNDRMFAST 535 548.5 514 523.5
CHOLAHLDNG 530.75 531.4 507 528.85
GRSE 189 193 180 186.45
MAHINDCIE 156.4 158.6 152.85 157.85
TEAMLEASE 2433.05 2448 2365 2423.85
SOLARINDS 1076.95 1076.95 1030 1040.85
TVTODAY 208.1 212.05 200.9 208.05
LAOPALA 220 224 208.5 220.2
GPPL 87 90.4 85.7 89.5
STARCEMENT 87 90.65 83 89.45
NAVNETEDUL 79.5 83.9 78.6 83.5
SUPRAJIT 191.1 194.75 180.65 193.05
MHRIL 191.05 196.55 186.9 193.9
CRISIL 1840.05 1900 1840.05 1889.85
SHRIRAMCIT 985 1042.35 922.6 1018.3
WABCOINDIA 5568.5 5568.5 5484.65 5514
GRINDWELL 666.9 666.9 629.25 655.7
SCHNEIDER 80.7 83.3 77 82.6
MAHLIFE 333.8 336.2 317 328.8
VTL 963.85 1031.05 963.85 1021.9
CCL 260 262 255.95 258.35
KSB 594.25 601.35 566.15 596.75
AKZOINDIA 2101 2211.95 2101 2206.55
OMAXE 79.1 80 76.15 78
TCNSBRANDS 425 458.65 419.2 451.95
TRITURBINE 76 80.45 74 79.85
ORIENTREF 200 221.8 197.95 216
CERA 3128 3242.4 3019.4 3153.7
IIFLWAM 1000 1000 960.55 995.3
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY 50 13,373.65 13,492.05 13,192.90 13,466.30 137.9
ADANIPORTS 444.25 470.5 435 468.9 24.65
HCLTECH 879.15 919.25 872 917 46.55
TECHM 910 948.9 903.2 944 37.15
INFY 1,182.00 1,223.85 1,176.10 1,219.95 42.65
GAIL 114.5 120.6 112.65 118.35 3.65
WIPRO 354 365.7 349.45 364.35 10.4
POWERGRID 185.45 191.05 185 190.45 4.95
SUNPHARMA 553 571.1 540.4 566.9 14.35
LT 1,235.25 1,268.00 1,213.55 1,264.85 30
NESTLEIND 18,200.00 18,665.00 18,000.00 18,609.90 417.3
CIPLA 782 798 761.1 796.2 17.7
TITAN 1,466.00 1,510.00 1,451.20 1,504.90 33.25
JSWSTEEL 353.75 364 346.15 361.35 7.85
DIVISLAB 3,658.95 3,739.10 3,601.90 3,712.95 78.8
EICHERMOT 2,400.00 2,464.00 2,382.45 2,446.05 49.65
BHARTIARTL 494 505 485.55 500.35 9.45
ASIANPAINT 2,541.00 2,613.60 2,496.20 2,603.90 49.25
HDFCLIFE 630 643.25 620.6 641 11.8
COALINDIA 132.5 136.1 129.8 135.45 2.5
BPCL 367.35 374.6 357 374.1 6.75
AXISBANK 585 593.95 568.4 593 10.5
TCS 2,834.00 2,883.65 2,818.65 2,870.65 50.5
M&M 688.8 699.35 667.3 697.7 11.75
DRREDDY 5,107.70 5,175.00 4,936.35 5,150.00 81.45
SBILIFE 840.85 855.6 825.2 854.05 13.2
UPL 437.3 445.8 425.55 444 6.7
NTPC 97.35 99.8 96.5 98.95 1.45
IOC 86 88.5 84.2 88.2 1.1
HEROMOTOCO 3,020.00 3,060.00 2,900.60 3,030.00 35.9
ICICIBANK 497.3 501.8 489.1 499.55 5.05
BAJAJ-AUTO 3,245.00 3,285.00 3,172.00 3,270.00 31.75
SBIN 254.8 258.7 248.25 257.15 2.45
ONGC 89.05 92.3 86.6 90.65 0.8
GRASIM 877.35 889.4 863.35 885 7.65
BAJAJFINSV 8,850.00 8,963.80 8,621.20 8,920.00 73.25
ITC 203.1 206.25 196.9 204.2 1.25
TATASTEEL 596 610.45 585 599.3 3.45
SHREECEM 23,717.50 24,070.25 23,389.05 23,833.25 115.75
BRITANNIA 3,620.00 3,662.40 3,541.10 3,640.65 16.6
MARUTI 7,380.00 7,438.00 7,205.10 7,401.00 24.9
TATAMOTORS 164.55 169.2 156.7 165.05 0.5
HINDUNILVR 2,310.00 2,333.30 2,281.00 2,310.00 4.05
HDFCBANK 1,384.80 1,384.80 1,345.00 1,373.00 0.35
HINDALCO 233.9 239.25 227 231.8 -0.5
RELIANCE 1,949.00 1,958.90 1,888.45 1,935.00 -4.7
INDUSINDBK 842.7 857.5 813.65 839.75 -2.95
ULTRACEMCO 5,039.95 5,091.10 4,891.20 4,988.00 -19.85
BAJFINANCE 5,070.00 5,125.00 4,826.35 5,010.00 -31.85
HDFC 2,415.00 2,439.90 2,360.50 2,398.50 -16.3
KOTAKBANK 1,930.00 1,930.25 1,886.10 1,901.05 -19.8

SE 500B
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SCRIP OPEN HIgh LOW LTP CHANGE
NIFTY NEXT 50 30,903.35 31,494.55 30,232.60 31,417.30 445.8
IGL 465 501.55 462.05 494.9 30.55
BANDHANBNK 378.3 399 374.2 396.45 22.15
LTI 3,397.00 3,618.00 3,318.10 3,573.00 177.55
INDIGO 1,425.00 1,596.95 1,425.00 1,574.65 67.65
HDFCAMC 2,786.00 2,905.95 2,678.00 2,888.10 102.75
CADILAHC 455 470.85 438.8 468.7 15.9
NAUKRI 4,465.10 4,630.00 4,366.95 4,622.00 142.15
ADANITRANS 395.1 411.9 381.9 408.05 12.3
TORNTPHARM 2,669.95 2,755.90 2,600.00 2,743.95 75.9
ICICIPRULI 466.25 483.95 458.6 482 12.8
BIOCON 447.35 464.15 437 462 12
DLF 215.1 221.8 210 220.45 5.65
PIDILITIND 1,684.10 1,727.80 1,645.85 1,725.95 43.75
GICRE 133 139 127.1 137.25 3.45
LUPIN 945 962.05 913.9 955 23.3
TATACONSUM 559.8 578.05 551 575.5 12.75
ICICIGI 1,435.00 1,468.85 1,410.40 1,464.80 32.1
BERGEPAINT 698.4 717.3 682.2 709.05 14.05
SIEMENS 1,474.55 1,516.20 1,441.30 1,505.05 28.5
PETRONET 243 249.8 239.55 248.4 4.6
NMDC 109.6 112.65 107.75 111 1.95
CONCOR 382 387.9 365.05 385.75 6.35
BOSCHLTD 12,448.65 12,690.00 12,070.00 12,621.90 173.25
AUROPHARMA 847 859.8 821.4 856 10.25
GODREJCP 705.2 720.2 694 711.95 8.45
PFC 109.35 111.65 105.6 111.45 1.25
MOTHERSUMI 146.05 150.15 139.7 148.7 1.45
SBICARD 815 827.35 800 821 7.3
HINDPETRO 210.2 211.5 203.9 211.2 1.85
AMBUJACEM 235.6 239.15 227.25 237.1 1.7
OFSS 3,091.00 3,137.00 3,031.55 3,119.00 16.9
MUTHOOTFIN 1,171.00 1,194.75 1,152.75 1,175.15 5.3
MARICO 404.25 404.25 389.05 398.25 1.4
COLPAL 1,542.50 1,554.00 1,517.30 1,545.00 3.45
DABUR 504.9 508.9 492.55 504.6 1
ADANIGREEN 992 1,040.00 976 1,022.20 1.9
UBL 1,085.30 1,111.15 1,060.95 1,091.10 1.2
HAVELLS 868.05 883.85 857 883 0.9
MCDOWELL-N 559.9 564 544.15 556.5 0.4
PGHH 10,959.00 11,031.15 10,755.05 10,959.95 0.8
BANKBARODA 58.15 60 56.2 58.7 -0.1
ACC 1,572.85 1,587.90 1,520.00 1,565.00 -5.35
INDUSTOWER 231 234.25 224.2 231.9 -1.05
PEL 1,356.00 1,359.75 1,282.95 1,335.90 -9.5
HINDZINC 230.2 237.9 224.8 232.5 -2
ALKEM 2,864.00 2,886.95 2,761.10 2,840.50 -35.65
BAJAJHLDNG 3,071.00 3,189.00 2,850.20 3,030.00 -40.55
DMART 2,676.00 2,678.30 2,552.25 2,628.00 -54.4
ABBOTINDIA 15,726.00 15,938.10 15,351.00 15,505.00 -343.25
PNB 33.85 34.75 31.7 33.35 -0.75

New Delhi:The Govt on
Tuesday removed export curbs
on medical goggles and gloves,
which were in demand due to
the Covid-19 pandemic, to
boost outbound shipments of
these products. The export
restrictions were imposed on
account of the spread of
COVID-19."The export policy
of medical goggles and
Nitrile/NBR gloves is amend-
ed from restricted to free cat-
egory making all types of med-
ical goggles and Nitrile/NBR
gloves freely exportable," the
Directorate General of Foreign
Trade (DGFT) said in a noti-
fication.In a separate notifica-
tion, DGFT said import of
copra is allowed through gov-
ernment-run trading firm
MMTC, while import of
coconutoil is permitted
through STEs (state trading
enterprises) except STC (State
Trading Corporation). 
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The Sensex made an emphat-
ic comeback on Tuesday fol-

lowing the previous session’s
massive selloff, as European mar-
kets reversed losses amid expec-
tations that the Covid-19 vaccines
will be effective against a new
virus strain in the UK. 

IT stocks led the recovery on
Dalal Street, with pharma and
select banking stocks also wit-
nessing robust demand.  

After gyrating 968 points in
a volatile session, the 30-share
BSE Sensex ended 452.73 points
or 0.99 per cent higher at
46,006.69. On similar lines, the
broader NSE Nifty climbed
137.90 points or 1.03 per cent to
13,466.30. HCL Tech was the top

gainer among the Sensex com-
panies, rallying 5.09 per cent, fol-
lowed by Tech Mahindra, Infosys,
PowerGrid, Sun Pharma, Nestle
India and L&T. 

Only five index constituents
finished in the red -- Kotak
Bank, Bajaj Finance, HDFC, RIL
and IndusInd Bank, which
slipped up to 0.94 per cent.
European markets witnessed a
sharp recovery after German
pharmaceutical company
BioNTech said it was confident
that its coronavirus vaccine
would work against the new UK
variant.The variant, detected
mainly in London and the south-
east of England in recent weeks,
has sparked concern worldwide
because of signs that it may
spread more easily.
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Social media giant Facebook
said Kisan Ekta Morcha’s

page had been taken down after
its automated systems found
increased activity and flagged
it as spam, and that the page
was restored in less than three
hours.

Facebook had faced criti-
cism from various quarters
after the page - which is run by
a farmers’ collective - was
taken down on Sunday
evening. 

"As per our review, our
automated systems found an
increased activity on the (Kisan
Ekta Morcha) Facebook page
and flagged it as spam, which
violates our Community
Standards. We restored the
page in less than three hours
when we became aware of the
context," a Facebook
spokesperson said. 

The spokesperson added
that the review showed that

only the Facebook page was
affected by the automated sys-
tems while the Instagram
account remained unaffected.

While a vast majority of
work fighting spam is done
automatically using recognis-
able patterns of problematic
behaviour, the company also
relies on human review team to
work on cases where human
expertise is needed to under-
stand the context of a particu-
lar situation, the spokesperson
said.   "In Q3 2020, out of the
1.9 billion pieces of content
removed globally for violating
our policies on spam, we
restored 74.9 million pieces of
content globally, when we iden-
tified issues ourselves," the
spokesperson added.

Protestors at the ongoing
farmers agitation had said
social media is crucial for their
movement as it allowed them
to share their views. Many had
seen the shutting down of the
Facebook page as an attempt to

silence them.
Thousands of farmers

from Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh and other states are
protesting against the Farmers
(Empowerment and
Protection) Agreement of Price
Assurance and Farm Services
Act, Farmers Produce Trade
and Commerce (Promotion
and Facilitation) Act, and the
Essential Commodities
(Amendment) Act.

Enacted in September, the
three farm laws have been pro-
jected by the central govern-
ment as major reforms in the
agriculture sector that will
remove the middlemen and
allow farmers to sell anywhere
in the country. However, the
protesting farmers have
expressed apprehension that
the new laws would pave the
way for eliminating the safety
cushion of Minimum Support
Price and do away with the
mandi system, leaving them at
the mercy of big corporates.
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Arevival in demand, led by
increased offtake from e-

commerce channels, will support
a rebound for paper-packaging
entities this fiscal, offsetting the
impact of pandemic-induced
disruptions in the first quarter,
Crisil said on Tuesday.

According to the rating

agency, despite a 200 basis points
(ps) blow to operating margin,
credit profiles will be stable on the
back of strong capital structure.

Sales volume had wilted
after the lockdown as demand
from key end-user industries
such as ready-made garments,
industrial components, con-
sumer durables and exports
weakened.
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The Centre has
expanded its strate-

gic disinvestment plan
for current fiscal initi-
ating the sell-off plan
for Shipping
Corporation of India
Ltd (SCI) by inviting
expression of interest
from potential inter-
ested parties. The
Government proposes to sell its
entire shareholding of 63.75 per
cent in the listed entity to a
buyer that will takeover the
company with full manage-
ment control. The proposed
initiation of strategic sale plan
for SCI is the second big ini-
tiative by the Centre after two
of its entities - Air India and
BPCL have reached advanced
stages of bidding to sell the
entire government equity.

For the strategic disinvest-

ment of Shipping Corporation
of India (SCIL) EoI and PIM
(preliminary information
memorandum) have been pub-
lished, DIPAM Secretary Tuhin
Kanta Pandey said in a tweet.

Interested players have to
submit initial bids by February
13, 2021, said a preliminary
information memorandum
document.

RBSA Capital Advisors is
the transaction advisor to the
disinvestment.
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Bharat Biotech on Tuesday
announced recruitment of

13,000 volunteers and continued
progress towards achieving the
goal of 26,000 participants for the
Phase III clinical trials of its

Covid-19 vaccine ‘Covaxin’
across multiple sites in India.

Covaxin has been evalu-
ated in approximately 1,000 sub-
jects in Phase I and Phase II clin-
ical trials, with promising safety
and immunogenicity results,
Bharat Biotech said in a state-

ment.
The indigenously devel-

oped COVID-19 vaccine has
been developed in collaboration
with the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) -
National Institute of Virology
(NIV), it added.

"Covaxin is a highly purified
and inactivated 2 dose SARS-
CoV2 vaccine, manufactured in
a vero cell manufacturing plat-
form with an excellent safety
track record of more than 300
million doses," Bharat Biotech
said.

According to the company,
the vaccine is developed and
manufactured at Bharat Biotech’s
BSL-3, biocontainment facility.

The company has success-
fully recruited 13,000 volunteers
for the Phase III 
clinical trials of the vaccine 

nd the target is to have 26,000
participants, as per the statement.

"This is an unprecedented
vaccine trial ever to take place in
India, and we are overwhelmed
with the steady rise in participa-
tion," Bharat Biotech Joint MD
Suchitra Ella said.
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British Prime Minister Boris
Johnson on Monday sought

to sound a note of calm saying
he was working “as fast as
possible” to unblock trade
across the Channel after France
shut its borders to UK hauliers
in a bid to contain a new vari-
ant of the coronavirus.

Following conversations
with French President
Emmanuel Macron over the
ban, which has caused chaos
around the key UK port of
Dover and led to concerns of
food shortages just days before
Christmas, Johnson said supply
chains remained “strong and
robust”.

“These delays only apply to
a very small percentage of food
entering the UK,” the prime
minister told a press confer-
ence, adding that he wanted to
sort out the problem “in the
next few hours”.

France’s snap decision on
Sunday, which was initially set
to last for 48 hours, was made in
a bid to contain the new strain
of the virus, discovered in the
UK, which officials have said is
70 percent more transmissible.

The ban caused Britain to
bring forward “Operation
Stack”, the contingency plan
drawn up to deal with antici-
pated freight tailbacks on roads
around Dover in the event of a
no-deal Brexit.

‘A bad end to a bad year’
Earlier in the day, the

prime minister called a meet-
ing of the Cobra emergency
committee to discuss the situ-
ation regarding international
travel and in particular the reg-
ular flow of freight.

Misery was piled on trav-
ellers trying to leave Britain as
around 30 nations introduced
bans on individuals arriving
from the UK in a bid to con-
tain the new coronavirus vari-
ant of the disease which British
officials have said is 70 percent
more transmissible than the
main strain.

The chaos on the roads
surrounding the key port is a
stark sign of what to expect
should Britain leave the EU
without a deal in 10 days.

However, Johnson said that
during his call with Macron the
pair had “vowed” not to discuss
Brexit as negotiations between
London and Brussels continue.

Road signs near the
Channel port, through which
10,000 heavy goods vehicles
pass each day, on Monday urged
people to go home, saying that
the French border was closed.

David King, a lorry driver
from Birmingham in the west
of England, had been left
stranded in Dover trying to
make a delivery to Belgium.

“It’s been a frustrating year
hasn’t it, for everyone, so this
just adds to it. A bad end to a
bad year really,” he told AFP.

A disused airfield will be
opened later Monday to serve
as a lorry park for up to 4,000
stranded drivers.

UK supermarket
Sainsbury’s warned that pro-
longed disruption could lead to
“gaps over the coming days” in
the supply of lettuce, cauliflow-
ers, broccoli and citrus fruit.

Chaotic scenes
The ban on all but unac-

companied freight crossing to
France comes as companies
scramble to shift merchandise

with days to go until Britain
finally quits EU trade struc-
tures. Those hoping for a deal

warned the current chaotic
scenes could become a famil-
iar sight without a break-

through before the New Year
deadline, leading to the impo-
sition of new tariffs.

Taipei: Taiwan reported its
first local coronavirus trans-
mission on Tuesday, blaming a
foreign pilot for ending 253
days of being virus-free. Health
authorities said a woman in her
thirties had tested positive after
contact with the pilot, a New
Zealander working for a
Taiwan airline.  Health Minister
Chen Shih-chung said the pilot
had failed to “truthfully
declare” his contacts and activ-
ities to authorities once he had
been confirmed as a carrier.

Copenhagen, Denmark: The
World Health Organization
(WHO) in Europe said Tuesday
it would convene its members
to discuss how to handle the
outbreak of a new variant of the
novel coronavirus discovered in
the UK.

Hans Kluge, WHO’s
regional director for Europe
said in a post to Twitter that the
organisation was closely mon-
itoring the spread of the new
variant and would in response
“convene member states to dis-
cuss strategies for testing,
reducing transmission & com-
municating risks.”

Kluge added that “limiting
travel to contain spread is pru-
dent until we have better info.”

AFP

Washington: In the United
States last week, someone died
from Covid-19 every 33 sec-
onds. The disease claimed
more than 18,000 lives in the
seven days ended Dec. 20, up
6.7% from the prior week to hit
another record high, according
to a Reuters analysis of state
and county reports.

Despite pleas by health
officials not to travel during the
end-year holiday season, 3.2
million people were screened at

US airports on Friday, Saturday
and Sunday.

Health officials are worried
that a surge in infections from
holiday gatherings could over-
whelm hospitals, some of
which are already at capacity
after Thanksgiving celebra-
tions. And while the country
has begun to administer two
new vaccines, it may be months
before the inoculations put a
dent in the coronavirus out-
break.
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The co-founder of BioNTech
said Tuesday it was “high-

ly likely” that its vaccine against
the coronavirus works against
the mutated strain detected in
Britain, but it could 
also adapt the vaccine if nec-
essary in six weeks.

“Scientifically, it is highly
likely that the immune
response by this vaccine also
can deal with the new virus
variant,” said Ugur Sahin.

But if needed, “in principle
the beauty of the messenger
technology is that we can
directly start to engineer a
vaccine which completely

mimics this new mutation --
we could be able to provide a
new vaccine technically with-
in six weeks.”

Sahin said the variant
detected in Britain has nine
mutations, rather than just one
as is usually common.

Nevertheless, he voiced
confidence that the vaccine
developed with Pfizer would be
efficient because it “contains
more than 1,000 amino acids,
and only nine of them 
have changed, so that 
means 99 percent of the protein
is still the same”.

He said tests are being run
on the variant, with results
expected in two weeks.
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Scientists in the UK are inves-
tigating the impact of a new

mutant variant of coronavirus,
named VUI-202012/01, on chil-
dren and whether its faster
transmission in parts of England
is down to the younger segment
of the population.

The Government’s New
and Emerging Respiratory
Virus Threats Advisory Group
(Nervtag) is monitoring the
data to analyse this arc of the
variant, which has led over 40
countries, including India, to
suspend travel to and from the
UK in order to try and contain
the more infectious mutation.

Earlier strains of coron-
avirus found it harder to infect
children than adults, with one
explanation being that children
have fewer of the doorways
called the ACE2 receptor the
virus uses to enter a human
body’s cells.

Professor Wendy Barclay,
from Nervtag and Imperial
College London, said the muta-
tions to the virus appeared to
be making it easier to breach
those doorways.

“Therefore children are
equally susceptible, perhaps, to
this virus as adults, and there-
fore given their mixing pat-

terns, you would expect to see
more children being infected,”
she explained.

Experts do not believe that
the new version is any greater
threat to children’s health and
the scientist behind the world’s
first approved vaccine against
Covid-19 has said the
Pfizer/BioNTech jabs will work
against the strain, though fur-
ther investigation remains
underway.

“The likelihood that our
vaccine works… is relatively
high,” said Ugur Sahin, chief
executive of the German co-
developer of the vaccine
BioNTech.

Speaking on ‘Bild TV’ in
Germany, Sahin said his com-
pany would investigate the
mutation in the coming days
and that he viewed the matter
“with a degree of soberness”.

His message of some con-
fidence comes as the UK
reached the half a million mile-
stone for vaccinations of the
jabs, delivered to the elderly
and most vulnerable sections of
the country’s population.

“I can today announce that
over half a million people,
more than 500,000 people in
the UK, have now received
their first dose,” Prime Minister
Boris Johnson announced at a

10 Downing Street briefing on
Monday evening.

“I find that a reason for
hope and for confidence,” he
said. His address came as near-
ly 1,500 lorries piled up on the
borders as France sealed off the
UK amid fears of the new
rapid spreading variant.
Government ministers have
been working to get the block
lifted, with mass testing of the
drivers being one option in
order for the flow of goods to
resume and truckers able to get
back home in time for
Christmas.

“Testing of some sort is
part of the discussions that the
transport secretary is having
with his counterpart in France
right now,” UK Home Secretary
Priti Patel said.

“Getting those tests up and
running can happen pretty
quickly, but in terms of the
details of that, that is something
both the transport secretary
and his counterpart will be dis-
cussing,” she said.

From initial reports of the
new variant being more con-
fined to London and southern
parts of England, the govern-
ment’s Chief Scientific Adviser,
Sir Patrick Vallance, has now
confirmed that it is to be found
“everywhere”.
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Also, contacts of such travellers who
were found Covid-19 positive at airport
testing would be subjected to institution-
al quarantine and tested according to
ICMR guidelines.

“Necessary action to send the samples
to the National Institute of Virology
(NIV), Pune, or any other appropriate lab
for genomic sequencing will be initiated
at the facility level.”

In case the report of the sequencing is
consistent with the current SARS-CoV-2
virus genome circulating in the country,
the ongoing treatment protocol including
home isolation and treatment at facility
level as per case severity may be followed,
the SOP stated.

“If the genomic sequencing indicates
the presence of a new variant of SARS-
CoV-2, then the patient will continue to
remain in a separate isolation unit. While
necessary treatment as per the existing pro-
tocol will be given, the patient shall be test-
ed on 14th day, after having tested posi-
tive in the initial test.

“In case the sample is found positive
on the 14th day, further samples may be
taken until his two consecutive samples
taken 24 hours apart are tested negative,”
the guidelines stated.

It stated that state-wise passenger
manifest of the flights from the UK land-
ing at various airports in India for the past
four weeks from November 25 to
December 23 shall be conveyed by the
Bureau of Immigration to the State
Government and Integrated Disease
Surveillance Programme (IDSP) so that the
data would be provided to the surveillance
teams.

The list of passengers travelling
between December 21 and 23, who are
found RT-PCR positive at airport testing,
shall be shared with the States by the
Central unit of IDSP. They shall be advised
quarantine at home and tested as per
ICMR guidelines.

Their monitoring would be ensured by
the State Governments and IDSP. Those
travellers from the UK who arrived in
India from November 25 to December 8
will be contacted by district surveillance
officers advising them to self-monitor their
health and in case of development of symp-
toms would undergo RT-PCR test.

The list of travellers who arrived in
India between December 9 and 23 will be
shared with respective States and district
surveillance officers for daily follow up till
14 days after their arrival in India.

“The district surveillance officer has
to ensure daily follow up of passengers
under observation for 28 days starting
from date of arrival,” the SOP stated.
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Earlier in the day, some of the pas-
sengers protested against the authorities
over the alleged delay in carrying out their
coronavirus tests.

In Ahmedabad, four out of the 275
passengers including a British national who
have arrived from the United Kingdom
have tested positive for coronavirus.

As many as 260 Air India passengers
in Delhi, 199 British Airways passengers,
271 Air India fliers in Ahmedabad, 243 in
Amritsar and 590 passengers from differ-
ent flights at Mumbai who arrived from the
United Kingdom, have tested negative so

far.
Two passengers, who arrived from the

UK, tested positive for Covid-19 at Kolkata
airport on Sunday. A flight carrying 222
passengers from the UK arrived at Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose International
(NSCBI) airport on Sunday night.
According to officials, 25 passengers did
not have Covid reports with them. So they
were taken to a nearby quarantine centre,
and their coronavirus tests were conduct-
ed and of them two tested positive.

The Government on Monday said all
UK-India flights will be suspended from
December 23 to December 31 in view of
the emergence of a new coronavirus
strain in that country.
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Addressing a Press conference, farm-

ers said all toll tax in Haryana will be freed
on December 25-26.

Prem Singh, another farmer leader,
said there is propaganda by the BJP led
Centre Government against protesting
farmers. “We are responding to every call
of the Government and we will soon draft
a reply to the Government and to meet the
Government, we will decide on December
23 in a meeting of farmers’ leaders,” said
Singh.

Harinder Singh, another farmer leader,
said, “The protest is getting bigger day by
day and several farmers from Punjab,
Haryana and other states have joined us.
We want the Government to repeal these
laws.” 

“We have also decided to organise a
webinar on December 24 at 12 pm through
Zoom and during that a five member of
farmers union will answer all questions to
the viewers,” said Omkar Singh of
Bharatiya Kisan Union.  

“We also invite Kangana Ranaut and
Mukesh Kumar and all who are opposing
us to join the webinar and we will answer
their question,” said Baljit, head of IT cell,
Sanyukt Kisan Morcha.

Meanwhile, farmers at Ghazipur bor-
der closed the NH-24, prompting police
to issue advisory to commuters and divert-
ing traffic.

“Gazipur border is also closed for traf-
fic from Delhi to Gaziabad. It was already
closed for traffic from Gaziabad to Delhi.
Traffic has been diverted from
Nizammudin Khattha, Akshardham &
Gazipur chowk. Pl go via Anand Vihar,
Apsara, Bhopra & DND borders,” tweet-
ed Additional Commissioner of Police,
Traffic, Delhi’s Outer range.

The Delhi Traffic Police also informed
commuters regarding routes closed and
alternative routes.  

Police said the Singhu, Auchandi,
Piau Maniyari, and Mangesh borders are
closed. “It advised commuters to take alter-
native routes through the Lampur, Safiabad
Saboli and Singhu school toll tax borders,”
said police.

Police said as traffic has been divert-
ed from Mukarba and the GTK road, peo-
ple are suggested to avoid Outer Ring
Road, the GTK road and National
Highway (NH) 44.

Those travelling to Haryana can go
through the Jharoda (only single car-
riageway), Daurala, Kapashera, Badusarai,
Rajokri NH-8, Bijwasan-Bajghera, Palam
Vihar and Dundahera borders, it said.

According to the traffic police, Tikri
and Dhansa borders are also closed for
traffic but the Jhatikara border was open
only for two-wheelers and pedestrians.

At the Chilla border, the Delhi to
Noida carriageway is open for traffic. The

Noida to Delhi carriageway is, however,
closed, it said. 

The sixth round of talks on December
9 was cancelled following a deadlock with
the farmer unions refusing to budge from
their demand for repealing the three
laws.  
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Parihar lost Gundana seat at the
hands of NC candidate Asim Hashmi
while he lost Marmat seat at the hands of
Congress candidate Mushtaq Ahmad.

Voting was held in 280 seats - 14 in
each of the 20 districts of the Union
Territory -- in eight phases over a period
of 25 days between November 28 to
December 19.

Reacting to the election results, Vice
President of the National Conference and
former Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
said, “The trends that have emerged in the
DDC polls in J&K are very encouraging
for the JKPAGD. The BJP had made this
election a prestige issue about Article 370
& J&K’s special status. The people have
now spoken & it’s for those who believe in
democracy to pay heed to these voices”.  

Omar also asserted, “The @JKPAGD
is an alliance that emerged out of the
betrayal of the people of J&K on 5th Aug
2019. We have faced every obstacle - ille-
gal detentions, agency threats & pressures,
our candidates were locked up to stop
them campaigning & from all this we are
emerging victorious”.

Thanking voters, Omar in his last
tweet said, “All of us in the JKPAGD are
deeply indebted & grateful to the people
of J&K for your support at this critical
juncture. We reaffirm our commitment to
use all democratic & legal weapons at our
disposal to continue to fight for our
rights”.

BJP, for the first time opened its
account in Kashmir Valley in the DDC
polls. The party won one seat each in
Srinagar, Pulwama and Bandipur.  

In Jammu region, the counting trends
predicted BJP was all set to win a clear
majority across four districts of Jammu
region while it failed to woo the electorate
across the frontier districts of Rajouri and
Poonch. 

The BJP was ahead of two seats in
Rajouri and failed to open its account in
Poonch. 

The counting trends in Kishtwar,
Doda and Ramban indicated the BJP may
find it difficult to win majority seats in the
final tally to get its own chairperson in
place in the District Development Council.

In Kashmir Valley PAGD is set to
install its own chairperson without facing
any resistance in 9 out of 10 newly elect-
ed District Development councils to fur-
ther strengthen the grassroot democracy.

Barring Srinagar district where inde-
pendents are going to be kingmakers, all
other nine districts of Kupwara, Baramulla,
Budgam, Pulwama, Anantnag, Bandipur,
Ganderbal, Shopian and Kulgam are going
to elect one of the elected representatives
as their chairperson.

Within the PAGD, the oldest region-
al party headed by Farooq Abdullah
enjoys a clear edge over its constituents as
its candidates emerged front runner and
set to romp home victoriously.

PDP remained front runner on four
seats in South Kashmir district of Shopian,
2 in Bandipur, four in Ganderbal, 2 in
Baramulla, 1 in Srinagar, and seven in

Pulwama. NC was front runner on eight
seats in Budgam, 6 in Anantnag, 5 in
Bandipora, 5 in Ganderbal, 3 in Shopian,
2 in Pulwama, 1 in Srinagar, 2 in Baramulla
and three in Kupwara.

In Jammu region, BJP candidates
were front runners on 11 seats in Jammu
district, 12 in Samba, 11 in Udhampur and
10 in Kathua till last reports came in.
Elections were held across 14 constituen-
cies each in all the districts.

Despite bringing in star campaigners
and running an aggressive election cam-
paign the BJP failed to register similar per-
formances in Doda, Ramban and Kishtwar
districts of Jammu province. BJP candi-
dates were front runners on six seats in
Doda, three in Kishtwar. These two dis-
tricts fall in the parliamentary segment of
MoS PMO Dr Jitendra Singh. The BJP also
failed to impress voters in the frontier dis-
tricts of Rajouri and Poonch as it managed
to establish a lead on only two seats in
Rajouri.  In Reasi district the BJP won four
seats while its rival parties secured major-
ity seats.
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“Exact dates will be announced soon.
Our govt is in favour of #students,” he said
in another tweet.

Nishank earlier interacted with stu-
dents regarding entrance exams and online
classes.

The main issues that are causing
much unease among students, teachers,
and parents are the dates of CBSE and State
board exams, syllabus, and exam patterns.

Addressing the live webinar with
teachers, Nishank said cancelling the
exams and promoting students will result
in “putting a stamp on these students” and
these students might face trouble in get-
ting jobs and admissions at higher edu-
cation level in future.

On the mode of 2021 board exams,
Nishank said many CBSE schools are in
rural areas and hence online examinations
are not possible.

“The exam will be conducted offline
as we need a laptop and stable internet and
electricity for each student which is a chal-
lenge,” said the Minister.

On the syllabus issue, Nishank said
there would be 30 per cent syllabus cut
while there would be 33 per cent internal
choice in the board exams.

As part of the Central Government ini-
tiative to conduct examinations on time
amid the Covid-19 pandemic, the Union
Education Minister has planned a three-
way dialogue with the students, parents
and teachers across the country.

“Online education has become a big
challenge for students who have not
attended schools and colleges for the last
nine months owing to Covid-19 pandemic.
But the students should always be ready
to turn this challenge into an opportuni-
ty,” the Minister said.

“The biggest challenge is to study with
stronger determination and will and dec-
laration of board results on time so that a
full academic year of students is not wast-
ed,” he said in one of the response. 

Nishank acknowledged that even
though this year’s curriculum incorporat-
ed online schooling, it might have not been
fair to all the students set to appear for
board examinations in 2021. Therefore,
CBSE Class 10 and 12 Board exams will
be held offline.

Last week the National Testing Agency

(NTA) released new rules for JEE Main
2021 exams. According to the new rules,
candidates who appeared for JEE Main
2019 or JEE Main Advanced 2019 will not
be allowed to appear for JEE exams 2021.
The NTA had said a candidate can attempt
JEE (Advanced) a maximum of two times
in consecutive years whether or not he/she
has passed the qualifying examination (JEE
Main).

From the commencing academic year,
candidates will have an opportunity to take
the exam four times a year, i.e., in
February, March, April, and May.
Applicants would be allowed to appear in
all four attempts and the best of two
attempts will be considered for the final
merit list. 
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Modi was presented with the highest
degree Chief Commander of the Legion of
Merit which is given only to the Heads of
State or Government.

In New Delhi, the Ministry of External
Affairs said the award is in recognition of
Prime Minister Modi’s steadfast leadership
and vision for India’s emergence as a glob-
al power. “The award is in recognition of
the Prime Minister’s steadfast leadership
and vision for India’s emergence as a glob-
al power, and exemplary contribution
made by him for the advancement of the
India-United States strategic partnership
and promoting global peace and prosper-
ity,” the MEA said in a statement.

Senior BJP leaders asserted that the
US’ decision to confer the prestigious
award on Prime Minister Modi reflects his
“acceptance” as a world leader and is a tes-
timony to his vision, steadfast leadership
and diplomacy.

“Hon PM Shri @narendramodi ji
being conferred with the prestigious
‘Legion of Merit’ by the US President
@realDonaldTrump reflects PM Modi Ji’s
vision, steadfast leadership & diplomacy.
As India emerges as a rising power glob-
ally, Indo-US ties are strongest ever than
before,” BJP president JP Nadda tweeted.

Congratulating Modi, Home Minister
Amit Shah said that this award is yet
another testimony of his acceptance as a
world leader, working relentlessly towards
global peace. Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said this is a recognition of Modi’s
leadership and statesmanship by the glob-
al community. 

O’Brien in another tweet said that
Trump also presented the Legion of Merit
to Australian Prime Minister Scott
Morrison and Japan’s former Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe. The awards were
received by their respective ambassadors
in Washington DC.

President Trump “awarded the Legion
of Merit to Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe for his leadership and vision
for a free and open Indo-Pacific,” he said.

Trump awarded the Legion of Merit to
Australian Prime Minister Morrison for his
leadership in addressing global challenges
and promoting collective security, O’Brien
tweeted.

The United States is the latest coun-
try to confer its highest award to the Indian
prime minister.

Other awards include Order of
Abdulaziz Al Saud by Saudi Arabia in 2016,
State Order of Ghazi Amir Amanullah
Khan (2016), Grand Collar of the State of
Palestine Award (2018), Order of Zayed
Award by the United Arab Emirates
(2019), Order of St Andrew by Russia

(2019), Order of the Distinguished Rule of
Nishan Izzuddin by the Maldives (2019). 
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Nearly two-thirds of the Central
Committee members were present in the
meeting. Out of 446 central committee
members, 313 were present at the meet-
ing organised by Prachanda-led faction.

Prachanda would be elected as the par-
liamentary party leader on Wednesday, the
paper said, citing party leaders.

Prachanda-led faction, having major-
ity in all the party committees, has decid-
ed to take disciplinary action against Oli
on Sunday, the paper said.

The next meeting of the Central
Committee has been scheduled for
Thursday, said party spokesperson
Narayankaji Shrestha.

The Prachanda-led faction has also
decided to file a separate petition in the
Supreme Court seeking reinstatement of
the dissolved House of Representatives.
Eleven writ petitions have already been
f i led in the apex court  on 
Sunday and Monday demanding for
reinstatement.

The party will also launch nationwide
protest rallies in collaboration with other
major political parties, said Sunil
Manandhar, central member of the party.

Earlier in the day, Prime Minister Oli,
one of the two chairmen of the ruling party,
organised a separate meeting of the
Central Committee leaders close to him at
Baluwatar, the prime minister’s official res-
idence.

Oli announced a new 1,199-member
committee to organise the party’s gener-
al convention on November 18-23 in
Kathmandu next year. Earlier the party’s
convention was scheduled from April 7 to
12, 2021.

Foreign Minister Pradeep Gyawali, a
Standing Committee member, was
appointed as the new spokesperson of the
party by the Oli-led faction.
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However, household air pollution
decreased in India resulting in 64 per cent
reduction in the death rate attributable to
it from 1990 to 2019, whereas the death
rate from outdoor ambient air pollution
increased during this period by 115 per
cent.

India has a good economic and devel-
opment trajectory, which can improve fur-
ther with the reduction of air pollution, the
report noted adding that the economic loss
due to air pollution as a percentage of the
State GDP was higher in the northern and
central India States, with the highest in
Uttar Pradesh (2.2 per cent of GDP) and
Bihar (2 per cent of GDP).

NITI Aayog member Prof Vinod Paul
said the scientific paper presents the lat-
est evidence on air pollution in India,
translating the health loss to economic
impact.

“India has many ongoing major ini-
tiatives to reduce air pollution. This paper
provides a robust assessment of the trends
and current situation in each state, and
highlights that augmenting the existing air
pollution control efforts based on the spe-
cific situation of each state would be use-
ful.



The study of Information
Management takes the idea of

information as a resource as its
starting-point. In taking a princi-
pled systematic approach to the
identification, acquisition, storage,
retrieval, processing and use of
that information, the theory and
practice of information manage-
ment aims to design effective infor-
mation environments that can
respond to managerial information
needs, support decision-making
and help in meeting organisation-
al goals. 

In order to accomplish this
goal, information management
draws on a range of fields includ-
ing knowledge management, infor-
mation retrieval, information sys-
tems, and project management;
search engine optimisation, user-
centred design and human-com-
puter-interaction, website design
andprogramming; as well as busi-
ness intelligence, business process-
ing modelling, organisational the-
ory, information governance and
ethics.  

Being a generic discipline, the
study of Information management
has wide applicability to organisa-
tions of all kinds including business,
government, health, transport and
education. 

While information has always
been prized as an asset, a number
of trends are making information
management even more impor-
tant in the digital context. These
trends include the addition of data
as an asset, and the systematic pro-
cessing and use of data from an
organisation’s internal (e.g. trans-
action data), and external environ-

ments (e.g. customer opinions);
the emergence of platforms, datafi-
cation and the commodification of
datamore generally; and beyond this
the opportunities/problems of wide-
spread connected information pro-
cessing within an inter-dependent
digital ecosystem. The last of these
trends brings not only the value and
benefits of information and data,
e.g., personal data, to the fore but
also the risks of their processing. 

In a digital context there is also
a contemporary concern not only
with the idea of information as an
asset, and increasing the value of
information, but also the idea of

information as a liability. Hence the
need to address issues of informa-
tion governance, accountability and
ethics; how ethical values can
inform the design and use of infor-
mation products and services, and
how not only organisations e.g.
Governments but also societies e.g.
citizens need to reflect on how their
information data is gathered,
processed and used for what ends.

A degree in Information
Management lays emphasis on
developing your knowledge, skills
and experience of design, imple-
mentation, management and gov-
ernance effective information envi-

ronments. This includes examining
their purposes, functions and
processes and mediating between
information users, resources and
systems in both organisational and
networked contexts. You'll also
acquire practical experience in the
use of new information and com-
munications technologies and
develop personal awareness and
skills relevant to information man-
agement.

The field of information man-
agement covers a wide array of job
roles. As an information manage-
ment degree, your skills will be
invaluable to employers from a
range of sectors, these include:
Information Architect; Taxonomist;
Information Managers, Officers
and Assistants; Information Rights
Managers/Freedom of Information
Officers; Competitive Intelligence
Officers and Analysts; Data
Protection Officers; Information
Analysts; Information Governance
Managers; Cyber-Security
Managers; Web Managers; and
Information Scientists. 
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The Great Learning, one of
India’s leading EdTech

companies for higher and pro-
fessional education, on
December 17, 2020, highlight-
ed some trends witnessed by
the company during the Covid-
19 wave in 2020. The trends are
based on the significant trac-
tion witnessed by the compa-
ny across all its platforms as the
demand for high-quality pro-
grammes in emerging skills
spiked during the pandemic.

In March 2020, the com-

pany introduced the Great
Learning Academy, a free
learning platform with over 30
introductory and intermediate
level programmes in emerging
digital skills, to make high-
quality learning accessible to all.
Close to 6.6 lakh learners have
benefitted from the Academy. 

The company also
announced key learning trends
witnessed between March and
December 2020. The trends
include top programmes
undertaken by learners, their
profiles along with geogra-
phies they belong to. 

The Board exams are valued as the foun-
dation of a child’s future in the Indian edu-
cation system. Every year, schools across

the country put a special focus on the students
of Classes X and XII so that they perform well
in the exam that helps decide their future course.
However, the schools had to cancel face-to-face
classes this year amidst the fear of Covid-19 con-
tamination. And hence, the students lost cru-
cial time.

Nonetheless, there is no reason for students
to not be hopeful of achieving excellent marks
in the examinations. To make the job easier for
students, CBSE has already slashed 30 per cent
of the syllabus. Meanwhile, schools are making
all efforts to clear doubts via online sessions.
Now, the students must follow certain tips to
prepare in a manner that helps them score well.

Prepare a time table, stick to it: First and
foremost, prepare your study schedule smart-
ly. It is important to have a timetable based on
your style of study. Even without waking up at
odd hours, a student can invest around eight
hours of preparation each day. However, one
must not keep unrealistic goals and take breaks
after every hour or so to stay focused. It is advis-
able to begin studies with a difficult topic as the
mind is most fresh then.

Relating to study content, preference should
be given to NCERT textbooks over reference
books. Rather than jumping to other books, the
focus should be on mastering prescribed text-
books. Also, students should prepare brief
notes on every topic and make it a habit to
underline (or highlight) the crucial sen-
tences/words in their textbook as this helps in
better memorisation.

To thrash out weakness, take tests every
week: To become ready for the exam day, a stu-
dent must take up several tests of each subject
so as to know the weak points and gain more
confidence. This will weed out nervousness in
the examination hall. Practice tests will also
improve your time management skills. You may
also ask a friend to quiz you over the study
material as explaining answers to someone else
can help you better understand and retain the
information.

As this academic year is unprecedented,
students must take mock tests with masks and
shields as that is how they will be supposed to
be in the exam hall. Students must acclimatise
themselves to protective gears so that they don’t
lose their precious time adjusting masks dur-
ing exams.

Mental and physical health: Like the old
English proverb says — Sound mind rests only
in sound body. A student must eat right and
exercise at least 15 minutes a day to keep body

fit and mind rejuvenated. Not to forget, eight
hours of sleep is a must. Slashing sleep time may
have negative consequences. Mental strength
is extremely essential to score well. And don’t
focus too much on competition; your goal
should be outperforming yourself. If you did
better than the last time, you are successful.

In the exam hall: Read all the questions
properly, understand them, and prepare a plan
to approach the question paper. Deal with ques-
tions carrying more marks first. Logic suggests
it is challenging to attempt big questions at the
last but a student can finish short questions in
little time as well.

Don’t spend too much time on a particu-
lar question and if possible, make charts (or dia-
grams) with answers. It creates a very good
impression. Needless to mention, try to avoid
cuts. A clean handwriting increases the chances
of you securing better marks by many folds.
After finishing your paper, do cross-check

everything. It helps you thrash out all silly mis-
takes.

Bonus Tips
Avoid deviation: It is important to switch

off the phone and other gadgets while study-
ing to avoid distraction. If possible, stop going
to parties and deactivate your social media
accounts in the last three months before
board exams. This will save you a lot of time.

Seek guidance: Sometimes, topics require
extra guidance and self-study doesn’t always
suffice. To bounce over this, a student must not
feel shy in reaching out to their teachers, class-
mates, or seniors for help. Not just this, students
must also take guidance regarding exam pat-
terns and strategy to score well. Opening your
heart out gets you solutions and lightens your
mind.
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There’s a lot of optimism and
worry about the future of adver-
tising, and there are so many

varied opinions on what the world of
advertising will look like.  Some argue
that advertising will be better and
more valuable in the hearts and
minds of consumers-and, as a result,
more effective. The complexities of
modern day consumer journeys are
empowering consumers to get what
they want, when they want it. And
increasingly that means that they don’t
want to be interrupted by an ad that
isn’t good or relevant. 

As advertisers, it's foolish to
think that consumers want to hear
what we have to say. They are not
waiting to hear from us, we have to
make ourselves heard- irrespective
of what stage of the journey he or she
is at. So we need to create content-
that’s legitimately powerful, enter-
taining or life altering. Those things
seem basic, but they’ve become
much more complicated with the
proliferation of platforms. 

No doubt we’ll have new tools
and capabilities that make the
processes of advertising easier, more
measurable or more automated, but
I'm also hopeful that the power of
storytelling will remain at the core
of if. After all, increasing use of tech-
nology and automation won’t change
the fact that communication will

always be a people business. At least
for the foreseeable future, individ-
uals will still be responsible for mak-
ing business decisions and serving
audiences and customers. They’ll
just be using more sophisticated
technology to dramatically improve
the way they do it, deliver it and
measure it.

As long as we’re connecting to
other people, the human element
will never go away. But the drive for
more real-time personalisation
means that the human element will
be exercised more and more on the
strategic level than the executional
level. Advertising will be less about
crafting the individual words and
images, and more about crafting the
systems and algorithms that create

the words and images.
We are at a moment where we

are too focussed on vanity metrics
lihe views, impressions and clicks.
But we need to figure out how far
down the funnel these things are
impacting people and creating sus-
tainable differences in conversion
and loyalty.  It will not be naïve to
witness a growing ambition and a
shift to emotional connection and
the human element. That’s how
brands will differentiate, that’s how
brands will be loved and that’s how
consumers will stay loyal. In the dig-
ital era- We have to give people
things not to escape to, but things
they can run to and reaffirm.
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The Institute of Company Secretaries of
India conferred the Honorary CS

Degree onto Minister of State for Finance
and Corporate Affairs, Shri Anurag Singh
Thakur in the virtual presence of Chief
Guest of the day, Shri Om Birla, Speaker, Lok
Sabha, on the third day of the 48th National
Convention of Company Secretaries, at
Indore.

ICSI also virtually inaugurated its
Fourth Overseas Centre at Singapore at the
hands of Anurag Singh Thakur on the day.

Addressing the audience virtually,
Speaker of the Lok Sabha Shri Om Birla said:
“ICSI has made a significant contribution
in ensuring ethical & fair administration in

the corporate Sector. Company Secretaries
are responsible for legal administration of
Companies and for transferring benefit of
growth to society.”

“Company Secretaries work assiduously
to strengthen governance and ensure eth-
ical & legal compliance. Both ICSI and its
members are playing a vital role in usher-
ing transparency and integrity in the econ-
omy for building a hi-tech tax compliant
society & eliminating shell companies,” he
further added.

Delighted with conferment of the hon-
orary degree, Shri Anurag Singh Thakur
said: “It is my utmost honour to be receiv-
ing the Membership of this renowned insti-
tute and join a list which has Late Shri Arun
Jaitley ji as its recipients.”
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The SRM Institute of

Science & Technology, will
be having its 16th Annual
Convocation on December
26,  2020 (Saturday) at 10:30
am. The event will be held vir-
tually as per the protocol of
the Government of Tamil
Nadu due to the ongoing pan-
demic. 

Based on the restrictions
imposed by the State
Government, only rank hold-
ers and PhD degree awardees
will be given their degrees in
person at Dr TP Ganesan
Auditorium, Main Campus,
Kattankulathur. The rest of the
eligible graduands are invited
to attend through virtual
mode.  

About 17,199 students
belonging to the Faculties of
Engineering and Technology,
Faculty of Science and
Humanities, Medicine &
Health Science and
Management studies includ-
ing 129 PhD scholars will be
receiving their degrees in var-
ious disciplines. 

As many as 244 students
will be awarded medals for
having secured first, second
and third rank in their cours-
es.

The convocation address
will be delivered by Chief
Guest of the event Dr K Sivan,
Chairman of ISRO, Bangalore
and Secretary, Department of
Space, Government of India.
Dr TR Paarivendhar, Founder
Chancellor of SRM Institute of
Science & Technology and
Member of Parliament, Lok
Sabha will preside over the
convocation. 

Endowment award in the
name of Tmt Pachimmal
Palanimuthu for the best out-
going MBBS student and Tmt
Swarnam & Dr

Krishnamoorthy Endowment
award for the best overall
outgoing student of SRM
Medical College Hospital &
Research Center will  be
awarded to Ms. Krit ika
Wadhwa for topping among
all students in the final year
and in overall duration of the
course in MBBS programme.
Endowment in the name of
Tmt Lakshmi and Dr
Renganathan for the best out-
going BDS student of SRM
Kattankulathur Dental
College and Hospital will be
awarded to K. Shyam Sharma.

The Annual report will be
presented by Vice Chancellor
of SRMIST, Dr. Sandeep
Sancheti. The Convocation
will be held in the presence of
SRMIST’s Pro Chancellor
(Administration) Ravi
Pachamoothoo, Pro
Chancellor (Academic) Dr P
Sathyanarayanan and Vice
President Dr R Shivakumar.
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Though it is pandemic

times, Vellore Institute
of Technology (VIT)
emerged as the Top
Educational Institution in
India by having 7403 job
offers rolled out by 382
companies that conduct-
ed campus recruitments at
VIT. All the campus
recruitments were con-
ducted virtually and 4503
students have taken mul-
tiple offers.

IT majors Cognizant,
Infosys and TCS have
conducted their annual

campus recruitment
process at VIT. This year,
due to the pandemic, all
the three companies have
conducted their entire
process remotely. Students
from all the 4 campuses of
VIT (Vellore, Chennai,
Amaravati and Bhopal)
participated in the selec-
tion process. 

The results were
announced by Dr G
Viswanathan, Chancellor
of VIT and 3517 job offers
were rolled out by these
three companies with

Cognizant offering 1418
students followed by TCS
(1321) and Infosys (778).
These are the highest
numbers offered by these
companies this year across
all the campuses in the
country. The other IT ser-
vices companies like
Virtusa, Hexaware,
CapGemini and Mindtree
have also recruited in big
numbers from VIT.

Earlier, TCS has
recruited 224 students for
its Digital Practice with a
CTC of �7 lakh per

annum followed by Wipro
hiring 419 students for its
Turbo hiring with a CTC
of �6.5 lakh per year for a
higher position. Again
these are the highest num-
bers for TCS and Wipro
for this year across all the
campuses in the country.
Wipro and VIT broke
their own record by hav-
ing 419 offers from the
2021 graduating batch.
VIT has already entered
into Limca Book of
Records 10 times for high-
est number of placements.
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Mathematics is an incredibly
important concept —one that
we inevitably and unintention-

ally use to solve everyday problems. The
laws of mathematics govern everything
around us, and without a good under-
standing of them, one can encounter sig-
nificant difficulties in life. As a subject,
students have polarised views around it,
while some might find it interesting and
easy to understand, most believe they do
not have the ability to solve math prob-
lems. Here are five tips that will help stu-
dents fall in love with math and craft the
learning path that suits them best.

UNDERSTANDING CONCEPT
It’s important to understand that

Mathematics is a conceptual subject and
is deeply seeded in logic. Every single
math concept can be broken down into
the basic fundamentals. To be able to
learn advanced mathematical processes,
students must first get a firm grasp of the
fundamentals of math. Having the basics
right will ensure that students ultimate-
ly save time and will significantly reduce
their confusion while working on more
complex problems.
EXPLORE ONLINE RESOURCES

Research has shown time and again
that hard subjects like Mathematics can
be learnt very effectively online. With the
current remote-learning scenario, stu-
dents have a great opportunity to explore
various online resources to help them ace
math. Online learning can help visualise
a math problem and help them gain con-
ceptual understanding while solving it.
Gamified content on various online
learning platforms is an effective learn-
ing strategy because they engage students
and provide incentives for continued
practice. Students can learn key concepts
through math games that keep them
motivated.
PRACTICE & MORE PRACTICE

One of the most crucial ways to
ensure students do well in Mathematics
is for them to get hands on and active-
ly practice the subject as frequently as
possible. Solving math problems multi-
ple times is a key learning aid because it
helps transition problem-solving skills
from the conscious to the subconscious.
This method of learning will not only
help rewire the mind to understand math
problems but also helps students devel-
op an affinity for the subject. As a teacher

and a math-lover, I can say with certainty
that proficiency in math is not restrict-
ed to those who have the aptitude for it.
With regular and diligent practice, any-
one can get better at math.

FOCUS ON LOGIC
The beauty of Mathematics lies in

the logic behind its various concepts.
While shortcuts and tricks have been
used by students and teachers from time
and again to simply math, these meth-
ods actually allow students to skip con-
ceptual thinking. Continuous use of
shortcuts would lead to students carry-
ing a big bag of tricks into an examina-
tion and not really thinking about the
questions asked.  Students must treat
every single math problem as a new chal-
lenge and figure out the different ways
in which it can be solved.

ASK FOR HELP
More often than not students shy

away from asking for help due to the fear
of looking uninformed. In a traditional
classroom setting, students find them-
selves trying to catch-up with their peers
and often do not get their doubts
resolved. Students must work on their
confidence while asking for help to
improve their competence. Today, with
numerous online resources available at
their disposal, students can also embrace
a flexible format of learning.
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The Faculty of
Engineering at the
University of Sheffield,

UK recognises academic excel-
lence of undergraduate stu-
dents by offering scholarships
of up to £3000 to overseas stu-
dents starting an undergradu-
ate degree in September 2021.

The scholarship will be
awarded to international
undergraduate students who
exceed the academic condi-
tions of our standard UCAS
offer. 

Candidates who attain A
level grades of A*AA or above
(or the equivalent qualification
in your country) will receive
the Excellence Scholarship.

The scholarship amount is
dependent on your academic
achievement: A*A A: £1,000,
A*A*A: £2,000, A*A*A*:
£3,000.

Eligibility : Make
University of Sheffield your
first (firm) choice in the UCAS
application process for 2021
entry; Be an undergraduate
student; Be classed as an inter-
national student for tuition
fee purposes; Be taking all
prerequisite subjects for your
selected degree

For full details and terms
please visit:
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/engi
neering/study/scholarships-
international-excellence

Application deadline: The

last date to apply for the schol-
arship is June 30, 2021.

Applicants are invited for
a beneficial Science and
Technology Undergraduate
Asian Scholarships at
Singapore Management
University. Indian students can
apply.

Eligibility: Must be a full-
time SMU first-year under-
graduate student. 

Must give outstanding aca-
demic results and demonstrates
leadership and communica-
tions skills.

Supporting documents:
Applicants must submit:
Personal statement Include a
CV, Personal Identification
Documents, Transcript from
each University attended.

Admission requirements:
For taking admission at the
Singapore Management
University applicants must
check the entry requirement.

Language requirement:
Applicants must need to
demonstrate their English lan-
guage ability by taking the
TOEFL or IELTS test.

Must have a good record of
co-curricular activity and com-
munity service involvement
and good character record.

How to apply: Must have
to take admission in
Undergraduate Degree
Programme at the University.
There is no separate application
form.

Application deadline: The
last date to apply for this stu-
dentship is March 19, 2021.
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With companies undergo-
ing remote working
guidelines, the technical

and soft skills are becoming vital
perks that interviewers are looking
for in an interviewee.The way you
present yourself in the online inter-
view will say much about your abil-
ity to work efficiently. 

Once hired, along with mas-
tering the technology, you must
learn to follow certain protocols.
Therefore, it becomes pivotal to fig-
ure out which interview skills you
may require for the particular job
you are applying for. Many educa-
tional brands and training institu-
tions are sharing free online cours-
es to brush up your skills which
again, is the need of the hour.

Following are some of the silks
that will help you to land on your
dream job.

�����
When things go wrong, it

becomes crucial for you to stay
calm and poised. This quality
shows that you will be able to work
under any strenuous and pressur-
ing circumstances. In the time of
COVID-19, when we are adapting
to the challenges of the new nor-
mal, a crisis is inevitable. Exhibiting
the calmer side of yours will not
only impress your future employ-

ers but also help you manage the
crisis efficiently. Remember one
more thing, a poised person at
work always receives appreciation. 

��������	����		��
No matter how boring or unin-

teresting the meeting gets, you need
to show enthusiasm. You must look
engaged and that you are a vital
part of the conversation. It’s very
easy to get disconnected when you
are attending an online meeting as
there are so many windows open
on your laptop along with internet
issues. Since your voice is the first
impression, it needs to be upbeat.
Make note of the things beforehand
that you need to talk or share in the
meeting. Use the mute and chat fea-
tures in case you’re facing any tech-
nical or unavoidable issue. If you’re
attending an offline meeting, reach
at least 15 minutes before and put
your phone on silent.

	�
���	���@�	�����
It has been seen that there are

many who will crib about their cur-
rent job but don’t have the courage
to try out the things they would like
to do. Courage is essential to land
your dream job. There is nothing
wrong to have the courage of tak-
ing up the risk and following your
heart. 

���
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Part of landing your dream job

involves knowing the ins and outs
of that particular job. When you’re
applying to a new company, you
must do your detailed research
about the company founders, work
process and branding compo-
nents. The company’s website,
Twitter and LinkedIn pages will
help you in your research. Research
also entails examining your qual-
ities that align with the job require-
ment. Spend some time to figure
out what you want and what skills
are required for a particular posi-
tion. 

�����	����
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As work thrives on technolo-

gy now, it becomes crucial that you
set up a backup system for your
computer files. 

However, the study shows that
one-third of the employees avoid
keeping the backup of the docu-
ments because it consumes a lot of
time. In your interview, you might
be asked to indicate your experi-
ence utilising the technology,
describing how you organise and
store files using cloud-based col-
laboration tools. How do you keep
track of links and tabs? Do you use
Dropbox? Google Docs?
Confluence? So, be well prepared

about such questions beforehand. 

����� ���	��
A year ago, collaboration only

meant teamwork. But, now the
meaning of collaboration has
expanded and gone beyond team-
work. The collaboration also
means sharing documents online
and editing them before the dead-
line. 

���	�����	���!����
You need to have quick logical

reasoning and creative solutions for
every demanding situation. Most
companies will give you a hypo-
thetical situation to check out your
critical thinking skills. Critical
thinking is a personal skill and can’t
be imparted through the education
system. 

 ����	��������

Experts assume that there is an

increased demand for future-ready
employees, who can easily adjust in
the digital or niche skills setup like
eCommerce, cybersecurity experts,
data analysts, machine learning. 

As per industry estimates jobs
in the Accounts, Banking, Finance
and Taxation continue to grow and
HR look out for people with the
right skills.
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Kalyanika and Rishi Mishra clocked the

fastest timings to win the 100m races in the under-
18 girl’s and boy’s category respectively in the
District Athletics Championship. Kalyanika
clocked 13.92 seconds while Rishi took 11.44 to
claim the yellow metal. Kalyanika also bagged the
400m gold. Earlier, UP Olympic Association gen-
eral secretary Anandeshwar Pandey inaugurat-
ed the event.
Winners: (Under-18 boy’s)- Samroz (Long
jump, Triple Jump), Brijesh (3000m), Medhanj
Saxena (400m), Indresh Verma(1500m),
Puraskaar Rai (800m), Rishi Mishra (100m),
Kuldeep Kumar (200m), Debashish Verma
(Shotput),Arya Singh (Discus), Abujaar Siddqui
(Javelin), Shyamu Kashyam (10,000 walk) (Girl’s)-
Kalyankia (100 and 400m), Mamta Jaiswal
(800m), Tarranum (Long jump), Farwa Rizvi
(200m), Tarranum Akhtar (1500m), Rashikha
Kushwaha (shotput), Prashasti Gupta (Discus).
Kirti Sharma (Javelin), Yashi (5000m walk).
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Vikas Gupta claimed nine wickets to help

ASCA crush Aryavrat Academy by 159 runs in
a league match of Ram Naresh Memorial Cricket
Tournament at NDBG ground on Tuesday.
Batting first, ASCA scored 260 runs for the loss
of eight wickets in 65 overs with Ritesh Shukla
(81) being the top scorer. In reply, Aryavrat
Academy bundled out for 101 runs in 38.4 overs.
BRIEF SCORES:
ASCA: 260 (Ritesh 81, Krishna 40, Vishal 39,
Yuvraj 32; Vishal 44/3, Abhishek 47/2)
AA: 101 (Abhishek 48, Aniket 20; Vikas 45/9)s
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UP Timber defeated Sound Images by 41 runs

in a league match of the 3rd Saghar Khayyami
Memorial Cricket Tournament at Chowk Stadium
on Tuesday. Batting first, UP Timber scored 180
runs for the loss of five wickets in 35 overs. In
reply, Sound Images could managed only 139 runs
in the allotted overs.
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Itisha Singh of Seth

Anandram Jaipuria
School has been select-
ed to participate in the
World Taekwondo
Partnership program
(level-2 Intermediate).
Unlike every year, the
program will be con-
ducted via online meet-
ing (lecture) in Muju

South Korea. In this program she’ll learn from
Korean professors about Korean language culture,
poomsae, fighting techniques, physical training
in taekwondo and taekwondo gymnastics.
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Former Australia batsman
Michael Hussey believes the

Indian team management
should support underfire open-
er Prithvi Shaw and include him
in the playing XI for the second
Test starting from Saturday at
the Melbourne Cricket Ground.

Shaw was bowled for a sec-
ond ball duck in the first innings
of the first Test and had his
stumps rattled in the second
innings at the Adelaide Oval in
the pink-ball match.

“I think that selectors should
show some faith in Prithvi Shaw.
Yes, he didn’t get any runs in this
Test match but it’s one Test,
against some quality bowling of
a difficult pitch to bat,” Hussey
told ESPNcricinfo.

Citing Joe Burns’ example,
Hussey added: “Joe Burns was
averaging less than seven in FC
cricket. The selectors showed
faith in him. He got out cheap-
ly in the first innings but he
slowly got his confidence back,

worked his way through it and
you see the character of the guy
and he ended up scoring 50 not
out.”

Shaw had failed to get a fifty
in both the warm-up games
prior to the first Test, making
just 62 in four innings at an aver-

age of 15.5, prompting both
Allan Border and Sunil
Gavaskar to say that with a loose
technique he shouldn’t be play-
ing the pink-ball Test.

His competitors for the
opening spot, KL Rahul and
Shubman Gill haved fared bet-
ter in recent times. 

“For Prithvi Shaw, find out
about his character. Show that
faith in him, give him that belief
and tell him ‘look, we’re backing
you’. The Melbourne pitch will
suit him a lot more. It certainly
won’t have the same pace and
bounce. He’s obviously got enor-
mous talent,” Hussey said.

“What it does is that it
sends a great message to the rest
of the team. It’s like ‘Look guys,
even if you have a bad Test here
or there, we’re not going to lose
faith in you’. We know you’re
good players and we’ll back
you. I firmly believe that selec-
tors should stick with Shaw
despite not looking in great
touch in the Test match,” he
added.

New Delhi: The BCCI’s general body on
Thursday will form a new Cricket Advisory
Committee (CAC), which will pick three nation-
al selectors ahead of the series against England,
starting February.

It is learnt that the committee headed by
Madan Lal was appointed for one meeting and
after the Board’s upcoming Annual General
Meeting (AGM) in Ahmedabad, a new CAC will
take over and conduct the interviews.

“Madan Lal, Rudra Pratap Singh and
Sulakshana Naik were appointed for one meet-
ing where Sunil Joshi and Harvinder Singh
became selectors,” a senior BCCI source told PTI.

“Since all cricket committees will be formed
after the AGM, the new CAC will be formed and
then the interview process is expected to start
after that,” he added.

There are some prominent names who have
applied for the post of selectors from three
zones.

The biggest among them happens to be for-
mer India pacer Ajit Agarkar, who has played
more than 200 internationals across formats.

Agarkar is a candidate from west zone while
the two big names from north zone are Maninder
Singh and Chetan Sharma. Former Test open-
er Shiv Sunder Das is a prominent applicant from
the east zone.  PTI
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Mohammad Rizwan celebrat-
ed his elevation to the

Pakistan Test captaincy in style on
Tuesday, smashing a career-best
89 to stop New Zealand claiming
a series sweep in the third T20 in
Napier.

Pakistan reached New
Zealand’s target of 174 with two
balls to spare, ending on 177 after
Iftikhar Ahmed sealed the win
with a six in the final over.

But it was Rizwan’s 89 from
59 balls, with support from 41-
run Mohammad Hafeez, that
inspired the victory.

It was a hard-fought win for
the tourists, who suffered heavy
defeats in the two opening match-
es after a rocky preparation that
included Covid-19 quarantine
in Christchurch with no training.

The win was particularly
sweet for Rizwan, who was
named on Monday as captain for
the first Test against New Zealand
starting December 26 after reg-
ular skipper Babar Azam was
ruled out with a broken thumb.

“I never thought I’d be made
the captain of Pakistan and I can’t

explain my happiness,” he said
after his man-of-the-match T20
performance.

Rizwan said the T20 victory
was an important morale boost-
er ahead of the two-Test series
against the Black Caps.

“We want to take momentum
from this into the Test match, so
this is very important for us,” he
said.

After two losses when batting
first, Pakistan changed tactics and
opted to bowl when they won the
toss, restricting New Zealand to
173 for seven, with Devon
Conway top-scoring on 63.

Faheem Ashraf was the pick
of the Pakistan attack, taking
three for 20.

The strategy of chasing down
New Zealand’s total paid off as
Rizwan and Hafeez forged a 72-
run partnership that laid the
foundation for the win.

Hafeez, who was stranded on
99 in Hamilton, made 41 from 29
balls including three sixes.

Rizwan’s innings, the sixth-
highest by a Pakistan batsman in
T20s, included a booming six that
bounced off the roof of a stand
and out of the ground, forcing the
umpires to select a replacement
ball.

Daryl Mitchell, on as a field-
ing substitute for the injured
Martin Guptill, took three catch-
es for the Black Caps and Pakistan
made a nervy finish to the match.

But the solid start to the
innings ensured the middle order
had enough breathing space to
steer the tourists home.
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Tammy Abraham hit a
quickfire late double on
Monday as Chelsea beat

West Ham 3-0 to reignite their
Premier League challenge after
a consecutive defeats.

The Hammers proved
tricky opponents at an empty
Stamford Bridge but lacked the
firepower to hurt Frank
Lampard’s men, who led early
through Thiago Silva’s bullet
header.

Chelsea enjoyed a strong
start to the season before loss-
es to Everton and Wolves
checked their progress but the
victory at the London Stadium
lifts them into fifth spot.

Champions Liverpool have
opened up a five-point gap at
the top of the table but behind
them, just seven points separate
second-placed Leicester from
11th-placed Wolves.

“It was nice to see that at the
end because we had a period at
1-0 where it was tough, we dealt
with that well,” Lampard told the
BBC.

“We dropped off slightly
and it was important tonight we
came back,” he added. 

West Ham had the ball in
the net in the seventh minute
after a cleverly worked free
kick but Declan Rice was denied
by the off-side flag after an
impressive finish from a tight
angle.

Three minutes later Chelsea
were in front when Silva pow-
ered home a header from
Mason Mount’s corner.

Timo Werner, who has not

scored for Chelsea since early
November, had a golden chance
to double their lead in the clos-
ing minutes of the first period
but got the ball caught under his
feet and Fabianski saved com-
fortably.

David Moyes’s team made
life uncomfortable for the home
side after the break but did not
make the most of their regular
forays forward despite the intro-
duction of forward Said
Benrahma.

They were made to pay

when Abraham, back in the
starting XI, doubled Chelsea’s
lead with 12 minutes to go, set-
tling their nerves and ending his
own drought.

Two minutes later Chelsea
were 3-0 up when Abraham
fired home from a tight angle
after Fabianski had done well to
keep out Christian Pulisic’s
header.

The win lifts Chelsea to 25
points — one behind fourth-
placed Everton — while West
Ham stay in 10th place.
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Earlier Burnley rediscov-

ered their sharpness in front of
goal to beat Wolves 2-1 and
climb out of the relegation
zone.

Scoring has been a
headache for Sean Dyche’s men,
who had netted just six goals in
12 top-flight games before the
match.

But goals from Ashley
Barnes and Chris Wood extend-
ed their unbeaten league run to
four matches, lifting them to
16th in the table.
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The India Open Super 500 will be
held from May 11 to 16 and will

serve as the last qualification event for
the Tokyo Olympics, the Badminton
World Federation (BWF) confirmed
in its new calendar for the upcoming
year.

The Olympic Qualifying period
for Tokyo will restart next year and
the first qualifying tournament will be
the Swiss Open from March 2 to 7 fol-
lowed by German Open from March
9-14.

The $400,000 India Open will be
the last of the 17 events to earn points
towards sealing berths for the Tokyo
Olympics.

“The qualification period will be
extended until Week 19 with the
Indian Open 2021 being the last tour-
nament in the qualification period,”
the BWF said in a statement.

“Qualification will be determined
from the Race to Tokyo Rankings
published on 18 May 2021. BWF
Council decided that this will also be
used for seedings the Tokyo Olympic
Games in 2021,” it added.

This year, India Open was origi-
nally scheduled in March but post-
poned to December 8-13 due to
Covid-19 pandemic. It was later can-
celled altogether.

The new-look BWF calendar also
sees a number of tournaments post-
poned from first and second quarters
of the season, and a handful of Grade
2 tournaments cancelled.

The BWF World Rankings will
reopen following the HSBC BWF
World Tour Finals 2020 scheduled to
start from January 27-31 and the cal-
culation of the next  world rankings
list will be announced on February 2.

The world body also confirmed
that the Thomas and Uber Cup
Finals, postponed from earlier this
year, will now take place in Aarhus,
Denmark.

“BWF can also confirm the
TOTAL BWF Thomas & Uber Cup
Finals 2020 postponed earlier this
year will now take place in Aarhus in
Week 41 of the season and forms part
of a tournament cluster in Denmark
alongside the DANISA Denmark
Open 2021 in Odense during 
Week 42.”
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Indian captain Virat Kohli left
Australian shores on Tuesday

after a pep talk with his belea-
guered teammates, handing
over the mantle of leading the
side to Ajinkya Rahane in the
remaining three Tests.

Kohli is coming back to
India for the birth of his first
child in January.

Before boarding his flight
back home, the star batsman
met his teammates and encour-
aged them to give their all in the
remainder of the series, which
the visitors trail 0-1 after the
heavy defeat in the opening Test.

Long before setting foot on
Australia, Rahane had been
entrusted with the responsibil-
ity of leading in the team in
Kohli’s absence after the star had
approached the BCCI for pater-
nity leave.

The idea behind organising
the pep talk was to boost the
confidence of the players and
keep them in a positive frame of
mind heading into the crucial
Boxing Day Test in Melbourne.

The second Test is sched-
uled to be held at the iconic
Melbourne Cricket Ground
(MCG) from December 26-30.

Kohli, who has been lead-
ing the Test team since 2014,
urged his players to show

intent and express themselves
on the field without any inhi-
bition.

While Kohli has departed
for India, his white-ball deputy
Rohit Sharma is quarantining
in Sydney.
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Australian batting star
Steve Smith has no time
to think about how India

might plot revenge in the second
Test in Melbourne this weekend
but he does have a word of
advice for the visitors jolted by
the first game’s battering —
“Let it go and move on”.

The Australian troika of
Mitchell Starc, Pat Cummins
and Josh Hazlewood produced
one of the finest fast bowling
performances in recent times to
dismiss India for their lowest
Test score of 36 in the opening
day-night Test at Adelaide Oval.

Australia won by eight wick-
ets and the series will now
move to Melbourne for the
Boxing Day Test starting

December 26. 
“Look, the other day we just

saw some pretty incredible fast
bowling. It is probably the best
I’ve seen our bowlers bowl col-
lectively for about five years I
think,” Smith said in a virtual
media conference.

“The lengths they were hit-
ting were just impeccable.
Sometimes that happens, you get
a good ball and you nick it...You
got to let it go and move on and
try and keep yourself in a posi-
tive mindset,” the 31-year-old
added.

Asked what he feels would
be the Indian mindset after
such a huge defeat, he said:
“Again every individual is differ-
ent, the way they take their dis-
missals, how they think about
the game after it’s finished.

“It’s important to keep mov-
ing forward, look at yourself
individually, what you could
have done better.”

Star pacer Mohammed
Shami’s fractured wrist has dealt
a double blow to India as talis-
manic skipper Virat Kohli will
be on paternity during the last
three Tests.

“Not thinking too much
about India and how they’re
going to come back. For us, it’s
just about doing the things we
need to do well. It’s about just
executing what we need to do
out in the middle and doing it
to the best of our ability,” Smith
said. On Shami’s absence, Smith
said India still have some qual-
ity bowlers in Navdeep Saini and
Mohammed Siraj.

“I think they’re two quality

bowlers who can have some
good Test careers. Obviously
they are missing Ishant (Sharma)
as well, which is a big loss for
them in terms of experience.”

Smith was out for one,
deceived by a beautiful
Ravichandran Ashwin delivery,
in the opening Test and assert-
ed that he has learnt his lessons.

“The spinners that do well
here generally those who get
over the top of the ball and beat
you with more bounce or in the
air as opposed to ones that
come around the ball.

“It’s about finding a way to
adapt and that’s what the best
players do around the world. I’ll
hopefully learn something from
that, move forward and play a
little bit better in the next game,”
he explained.

On the next match, the star
batsman said he gets shivers
down the spine from the thrill
of batting in a Boxing Day Test.

Since his first Boxing Day
Test appearance in the Ashes
2010-11, the talismanic batsman
has smashed four centuries —
three of them unbeaten — and
three fifties in seven such games.

“I always remember watch-
ing the Boxing Day Tests at
home and with the family after
Christmas. It’s sort of like a
dream-come-true moment in a
way. As a kid, I always wanted
to play in a Boxing Day Test
match,” Smith said.

“There’s nothing like the
thrill and you get the shivers
down your spine, and the hairs
on the back of your neck rise up
when you walk out to bat on
Boxing Day with the crowd
yelling,” added the player , who
averages an astonishing 113.50
at MCG.

“I like batting at the MCG
on those sort of big occasions.
I’d like to try and make the most
of them.”
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Batting mainstay Steve
Smith’s reappointment as

Australia’s Test captain is far
from certain as the sport’s gov-
erning body in the country feels
there are some “great young
leaders” coming through the
system.

Smith was removed from
captaincy due to his involve-
ment in the 2018 ball-tamper-
ing scandal, with Cricket
Australia (CA) appointing Tim
Paine to the top job.

However, there have been
speculations recently that Smith
could be reinstated as skipper.

Asked about the board’s
view, CA chairman Earl

Eddings told ESPNcricinfo:
“First of all we’ve got three great
captains in Meg, Aaron and
Tim. We’ve got some great
young leaders coming through.
So it’s not just about should
Steve take over, it’s about what’s
best overal.

“Steve’s a great young man
and he was a good captain
when he was there. Like any
succession there’s planning in
place. Have we sat down as a
board specifically to discuss the
next captain? No we haven’t.”

Eddings said CA has given
vice-captaincy to various play-
ers over the years and will go by
the selectors’ recommendation
when the time comes to pick a
successor to Paine.

Adelaide: Australian bats-
man Steve Smith on Tuesday
said Virat Kohli deserves
credit for prioritising the birth
of his child over cricket as
“there would have been a lot
of pressure” on the India
skipper to stay for the entire
duration of the ongoing Test
series.

Kohli head for home on
Tuesday for the birth of his
first child next month with
actor wife Anushka Sharma. 

“Obviously, it’s a big loss
for India, not having him for
the rest of the series. We just
have to look at the way he
played in the first innings.

That was a pretty class display
against some good bowling on
a wicket that was doing a bit,”
Smith told reporters.

“I just fist-pumped him at
the end (of first Test) and said
‘Mate safe travels, hope every-
thing goes well with the baby,
and pass on my best to your
wife.’ That was about it,” Smith
said.

“I’m sure there would
have been a lot of pressure for
him to stay but to stand up
and want to go home for for
the birth of his first child, it’s
a credit for him. It’s a mile-
stone that he certainly would-
n’t want to miss.” PTI

Mumbai: Former India
cricketer Suresh Raina, who
was among 34 people arrest-
ed and released on bail by
Mumbai Police for violating
Covid-19 social distancing
norms at a club here, has
regretted the “unintention-
al and unfortunate” incident.

A statement issued by
the former batsman’s man-
agement team said the 34-
year old was not aware of the
local timings and protocols
at the time of the incident.

“Suresh was in Mumbai
for a shoot which extended
to late hours and was invit-
ed by a friend for a quick
dinner post the same prior
to him taking his flight
back to Delhi. He was not
aware of the local timings
and protocols,” said the
statement.

“Once pointed out, he
(Raina) immediately com-
plied with the procedures
laid out by the authorities
and regrets the unfortunate
and unintentional incident.

“He (Raina) always
holds rules and laws laid
down by governing bodies
with the highest regard and
will continue to do so in the
future as well,” it added.

Thirty-four people
including Raina and
Bollywood celebrity
Sussanne Khan were arrest-
ed after a raid at a posh club
near the Mumbai airport on
Tuesday for violating social
distancing norms.

According to the police,
those arrested in the raid at
the Dragonfly Experience
included seven staffers of
the club.

The 13 women, who
were arrested, were allowed
to leave after being served
notices. The men were
shown as arrested and
granted bail later.

Police said the raid was
conducted after the club
remained open beyond the
permissible time limit and
violated Covid-19 
norms. PNS
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